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PREFACE. 

In the present work it has been the intention of the writer to recount earnestiy, 

truthfully, and without political bias, the wQnderful story of the last sixty years; 

to present a graphic view of a period which, perhaps, beyond any other in the 

history of the country, has been marked by great events, intense inquiry, and 

striking incidents; to comprise in the narrative such characteristic sketches of 
those who have been conspicuous in the arena of public life, as will vividly 

indicate those personal associations which are inseparable from great social or 
political advancea 

Though Mr. Gladstone's name forms the main title of the book, re.ders need 
hardly be reminded that the story of our time is too full and varied to be 

bounded by even the most illnstrious life, or to be told in a single biography. 

The design, accordingly, has been to depict with some colour and effect all the 

chief men who have aided in the making of history during six deeade.,-history, 

that is to say, not only in a political or legislative meaning, but in the wider 
sense, which includes the striking events, f)ccurrences, errors, achievements, 

struggles, failures, and successes that have been the stories of our national lives 

from year to year. 

It was not contemplated to make th~ book adhere slavishly to strict chrono

logical sequence. A reference calenuar is not history, nor can the great drama 
of a country be even so much as indicated in a narrative br~ken by undue sub· 

semenee to the succession of dates. The major and minor events, the serious, 

romantic, and humorous episodes, overlap and bear constant reference to each 

other, independently of the particular time at which they occur. In other words, 
the narrative of .. Sixty Years of Social and Political Progress," consists of a 

number of concurrent stories in which the plots sometimes intermingle j the 

situations have certain points of contact, the cllaracters meet and separate, without 

special regard to date., except when here and there a turning·point or a crisis 
may arrest attention. 

It will be found, however, that due regard has b.e~\shown for chronological 

order, and that dates have been recorded in such a manner, that w~ile the reader 

will not be hareesed by a continual sense of broken sequence., the student will 
not be at a disadvantage for want of sufficient information . . 
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It is sincerely hoped that to young mep. and women seeking to learn what 

has heen the history of the last sixty years, the book will be found none the 

less noefol because some endeavour has been made to give life and colour to 

the scenes and people described. It is believed that the record i. accurate, that, 
. the characters of the personages have not been misrepre.ented, that the reflections 

and observations are the results of impartial and often indeed of anxious thought. 

If there is one lesson more than another to be learnt from the.e pages it, 

is, that an intelligent understanding of the events, the legislative achievements" 

and the moral, intellectual, and commercial developments which together arei 

the measure of the social and political progress of the country,-is no longe", 
confined to the higher or to any class of the community. Men and women orl 

every station, though they may neither desire nor attain the reputation or!' 

n politicians," are taking a deep and earnest interest in the course _of public,; 

etents, in the method and meaning of the proceedings in parliament, and the': , 
principle. on which the government of the country is conducted. That this' 

interest is increasing with the spread of education is one of the mo.t hopefu~, 

signs of our time, and anyone who may he ahle to help in soberly and righteouslyl, 

ilssisting it has reason to rejoice. 

In this new edition the narrative has heen continued up to, and includes the 

early parliamentary session of the present year, 1890. 

THOMAS ARCHER. 
LoNDON, .runt, 1890. 
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TROUGH the war in Italy had caused many 
'apprehensions, aDd at ODe time a panic had 
seemed imminent on the Stock Exchange, the 
condition of the country in 1860 was such as 
to ca1l forth general satisfaction. The year 
1859 had ended with evidencea of increasod 
prosperity, and with reason for good hope for 
the future. Export. and imporlB, employment 
aod profits. and the produce of the public 
revenue bad steadily increased notwithstand· 
ing political uneasin .... the shipping interest 
seemed likely to recover from the depression 
which followed the exceptional demand for 
vessels during the Crimean campaign, and the 
progress wbich had been made during the ten 
years since 1850 was such as to justify the 
general belief that England would be able to 
maintain her position among the natiODB of 
the world. 

The commercial prosperity of a nation may 
not be absolutely calculable by the ligures of 
otatiBticai re.turns. but th... ligures afford 
sufficient proof of it when they are complete, 
and when by comparison they show a per-
manent and decided ad va.nce. The accounts 
of the Board of Trade sufficed to show that 
after the removal of restrictions on our com· 
meree the business of the country expanded to 
.:~ VOL. IV, 

a surprising extent, and that theexpaIlBion con
tinued. In the ten years from 1848 to 1858 in· 
clusive. thetota.1 value of exporteof British p .... 
duce had increased from I ... than 53 millione 
in the former year to above 116~ millions in 
the latter year; or from £1. 181. to £4, 28. 5d. 
per head of the population. In the same 
period the total value of imports had in· 
creased in even greater proportiOll. There 
were no accurate returns of them in the 
Board of Trade accounts, so far as their real 
value is concerned, earlier than 1854, but in 
that year tha tota.1. value of importe w .. 
1621 millions, while in 1858 it had increaaed 
to l&ij- millions. It is worth noticing, how
ever, that the imports did not show BUeb. an 
enormous proportion of food - provisions, 
meat, corn, flour, &c.-aa we may have to 
note in subsequent years. For insta.nce, the 
importationa of these articles in 1864 reached 
the tota.1 value of 27t millions, in 1858 of only 
& little over 24 millions. hut in 1863 it had 
risen to above 40! millions. The produce of 
our own country had long ceased to suffice 
to feed the population, and increased means of 
steam transit, the lowering of freights, the 
enormous development of the food supplies of 
America, the increased productions of our 

K 
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colonies, and the free opening of our ports to 
all comers had wrought this chauge in the 
condition of English consumers. 

For want of the correct totals of real values 
in the lI<COunta of the Board of Trade, the 
returns for 1840 cannot be given; but they 
have been computed as nearly as possible, and 
the total imports (of which there;" an account) 
show a value of just over 62 millions, while 
the exports are calculated .t a little less thau 
61l millions. In twenty years, that is to 
say in 1860, they had risell respectively to 
210j millions and 164i millions. In 1840 the 
import and export trade together represented 
£0, and in 1860 they represented £13 per 
head of the populatioll. 

Although we were increasingly dependent 
for our food snpply upon importations from 
abroad, agricultural operations had continued 
to, improve, and mechanical implements were 
already superseding the old methods of farm
ing. The yield of wheat per acre was in· 
creasing; but the area. of the country could 
not be increaaed, and land became of greater 
rental value, though the average of prices of 
grain were diminished as compared with the 
earlier years of the century. Complete systems 
of draining and deep ploughing, increased 
the productiveness of the soil. Since the 
introduction of guano in 1841 various kinds 
of manure had been adopted for different 
crops, and many of those experiments which 
we have already Iloted in relation to Mr. 
Meehi's operations at Tiptree had proved 
successful A great improvement had been 
manifested in Dorsetahire farms, where the 
cultivators had previously exhansted their 
efforts in breaking up heath wastes and sheep
downs, but had not adopted the steam-plough 
to cultivate them. They had begun to feed 
their sheep and cattle on oil-cake and corn, 
and the consequence was not only that the 
land improved on the cattle and sheep runs, 
Lut that the ftocks increased in quantity and 
vastly improved in quality, while the herds of 
horned stock advanced in an equal or even a 

greater degree. In 1851 the Bath and West 
of England Agricultural Society and the 
Devon Agricultural Society ama\gamated, and 
a aeries of annual meetings and exhibitions at 

different parts of the country was inaugurated. 
The first of these meetin!!" took place at 
Taunton in 1852, when the entries of stock 
for the show numhered 238 and the imple
menta 400; in 1860, at Dorchester the num
ber of cattle shown was 599 and of implements 
1453, including 29 machines in motion. Reap
ing and haymaking machines, steam ploughs, 
harrows, and other machines were soon in 

very general use, and the system of breeding 
and feeding cattle underwent a. remarkable 
change, which produced extraordinary results 
not in England only, where the animals were 
bred and exhibited for their fine pointa and 
meat-yielding quality, but also in Canada 
and America, where our shorthorn bulls and 
heifers, our Cotawold sheep and Berkshire 
pigs were used to start a new stock, to be 1'&0 

turned hither in due time in the shape of 
American beef and mutton. At the same 
time specisllegislation had to be introduced 
in consequence first of the murrain, which 
was believed to have been brought by foreign, 
cattle in 1841, aad afterwards heesuse of the 
rinderpest of 1856, which, originating among 
the vast herds of the RUBBis.n steppes, tra
velled westward over Europe, and could only 
be checked from spreading in England by the 
stringent provisions of an act of parliament 
-the Contagious Diseaaes (Animals) Act. 

A few more figures may not be out of place 
to indicate the enonnous extension of food 
supply by the returns of importations of cattle, 
meat, and grain to this country. 

In 1842, when the prohibition of the im
portation of catUe and sheep was remove( 
there were imported 4264 oxen, bulls, cow 
and calves, and 844 sheep, 6181 owls. of hac< 
and hams, 30,022 ewta. of beef. In 1845 t 
cattle imported had increased to 16,833, t! 
sheep and !ambo to 10,967. In 1846, the y. 

. of the repeal of the com-laws, there were i 
ported 45,043 cattle and 94,624 sheep, &c., 8! 

the imports of bacon and hams reached 14,203 
cwls., and of beef 177,172 cwts. In 1847 the 
figures were 75,717 cattle, 142,720 sheep, 
107,732 cwta. of bacon and ham .. and U7,695 
ewta. of beef. The quantities afterwards ftuc
tuated according to demand and the home 
production, but with a geDerai teDdency to 
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great increase, so that in 1860 there were 
104,569 cattle and 320,219 sheep imported, 
326,106 cwts. of hams and bacon, and 262,194 
cwts. of beef, other commodities, such as pork, 
eggs, butter, cheese, and lard increasing in 
proportion, to about 168,000,:000 eggs, 841,JOO 
ewts. of butter, 173,000 cwts. of pork, and 
198,000 cwts. of lard. . 

With regan! to grain, the importations in 
1845 were 3,777,410 cwts. of wheat, 945,864 
cwiB. of wheat meal and flour, 1,623,784 cwts. 
of oats, 1,315,550 cwts. of barley, 3,024,883 
cwts. of maize, and 542,160 cwts. of rice. In 
1847 the amounts were 11,511,305 cwta. of 
wheat, 6,329,058 cwts. of wheat flour and 
meal,4,690,697 cwts. of oats, 2,759,582 cwts. 
of barley, 15,464,196 cwts. of maize, and 
1,901,464 cwts. of rice; and the general in~ 

crease, with fluctuations marking the years of 
larger or smaller home produce, brought the 
totals to larger and larger amounts, till in 
1860 they stood at 25,484,151 cwts. of wheat, 
5,086,220 cwts. of wheat flour and meal, 
6,300,115 cwts., of oats, 7,645,932 cwts. of 
barley, 7,936,123 cwts. of maize, and 1,535,575 
cwts. of rice, the maize rising in the next year 
to 13,000,000 cwts., but remaining for several 
yeal'8 below the estimate of 1847, when maize, 
rice, and wheat meal were, as we shall remem~ 
ber, needed for the relief of the Irish famine. 
The exportation of food suppliea from this 
country during the period from 1849 to 1860 
were about 2 per cent of the quantity of the 
imports of wheat and wheat flour, 48 per cent 
of the imports of rice, 13 per cent of bacon 
homo and pork and beef. Of cattle and sheep 
only a. fraction were re-exported. 

Among the numerous signs of increased 
prosperity may be mentioned the large num~ 
her of railways and public works which were 
eitber completed or undertaken. The Thames 
Embankment was, as we have seen, in pro
gress. The vast scheme for the drainage of 
London had been agreed upon and was in the 
cOUl'SEI of initiation, and an enormous addi
tion had been made to our railways. Robert 
Stephenson had completed his life's work on 
the 12th of October, 1859, at fifty-six years of 
age, and had accomplished enormous results. 

Not only had he been concerned in the con
struction bf about one-third of the railways 
in Great Britain and numbers of lines on the 
Continent, but he bad left enduring monu
ments of his genius in the- High Level Bridge 
at N ewcast1e, the Britannia and Conway 
bridges over the Menai Straits, the Victoria 
Bridge at Berwick, the great bridge over the 
St. Lawrence and other works. His method 
of tubular bridging enabled him to achieve 
marvellous results, and in all the works that 
he undertook he w.. guided by a shrewd 
common sense which looked not only to thea 
scientific but to their commercia! success. 
Everything with which he was concerned 
must be made to pay, and in this respect he 
was !' remarka.ble contrast to his contem
porary Isambanl Kingdom BruneI, whose 
splendid enterprises were mostly pecuniary 
failures, and against whom Stephenson had 
upheld the narrow against the broad gauge 
for lines of railway, mainly on the question of 
cost. The elder BruneI, who made the Thantes 
Tunnel, had died in 1649, and his BOn's death 
took pIaoe on the 15th of Auguat, 1859, only 
two months before that of his competitor 
Robert Stephenson. In the ten years from 
1849 to 1859 the number of railways bad 
greatly augmented. The narrow gauge had 
been adopted because of the 10BBeB inCUlTed 
by the line which bad been worked by the 
rival plan. On the same principle of se-
curing commercial success Stephenson had 
been strongly opposed to the scheme for cut
ting a canal across the Isthmus of Suez, which 
bad been proposed in 1857; and was being 
vehemently discussed in 1859 when the 
French' government were pushing on with 
considerable zeal what the Timel called "the 
suspicious project of the impracticable Suez 
Canal." Stephenson did not declare the pro
ject to be impracticable, but he was of opinion 
that the continued silting up of the sand 
would necessitate such expenses that the 
undertaking would never be profitable. 

The principal lines of railway were mostly 
completed before the death of the great en· 
gineer, but much remained to be done, and 
in the following year the preparations for the 
Metropolitan Underground Rail~ay showed 
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that the country was alive for fresh enter
prises. At the same time the aspects of our 
streets were undoubtedly improved and the 
sanitary arrangements there received more 
attention,-the roadways were better swept, 
and there was more protection against fire, 
not only by a l'eorganization of the fire bri
gnde and the appointment of more stationa, 
but by an increased supply of water. It is 
'Worth noting, too, that in the spring of 1859 
the first of a series of ornamental drinking 
fountains (to some, but too few, of which 
horse - troughs were added) was erected in 
London iu the wall of St. Sepulchre's Church. 
yard at the corner of Snow Hill. This foun
tain, 8S well as others in the Royal Exchange, 
in Regent Circus, and elsewhere! was the 
gift of Mr. Gurney of Lombard Street, and 
was very ornamental in design. It was time 
for some Buch provision to he macie, and it 
should have received greater attention than 
has since been given to it, for some of the 
old springs and wells disappeared with the 
deeper dt'ainage of the metropolis, and those 
that remained. and were drawn from the few 
surviving pumps were mostly in the vicinity 
of churchyards or other places, where they 
had become polluted, eo that the sanitary 
authorities found it necessary to chain up the 
pump-handles. But the drainage of London 
still went into the Th&mes, though, as we 
have mentioned, the new system of an ont
fall further out towards sea, from which the 
sewage of nearly the whole metropolitan area 
would be discharged, was being carried out 
by the Metropolitan Board of Works. Though 
the Thames Embankment was being con.,.. 
structed, the river itself was little better 
than an open drain, and during the sultry 
weather the stench which it emitted pene
trated to the Houses of Parlia.ment and gave 
legislators a practical example of the evils 
under which people dwelling on the banks of 
the stream had long been ButFering. 

In recording the progress of public works we 
cannot properly pass over the completion of the 
neW Houses of Pal'liament, which was really 
only effected just before the .... ion of 1859, 
though the House of Peers had been openad 

in 1847 and the Commons had first met fOI 
business in their Dew chamber in 1852. ThE 
ooloured glass windows were added in 1869, 
the old St. Stephen's Crypt, or St. Mal'y'. 
Chapel in the vaults, was renewed, the wall 
frescoes, the coloUl'B of which did not stand: 
were not all finished, but the Speaker's Hou .. 
was being furnished and "Big Ben» Wali 

swung along with the other bells in the Clock 
tower. Sir Charles Barry, the architect oj 
the stupendous pile at Westminster, on1, 
lived long enough to see the completion of thE 
building. He died on the 12th of May, 1860. 
It may be mentioned that very considerable 
changes were at the same time made in 
various parts of London, where buildings 01 
a rather mixed architectural character, and 
some of them of no character at all, but 
mostly of great size and often of effective 
appeara.nce, were superseding meaner struc
tures. This necessitated improvements in 
our thoroughfares, the widening of main 
streets and therefore the demolition of BOme 

crowded neighbourhoods to open up new 
means of transit, with the result that the city 
and other tradiog portiODS of the metropolis 
became still less places of residence, and the 
suburbs of London continued to be extended 
by the indefinite multiplication of houses, too 
often badly Quilt, imperfectly drained, and 
"run up'" withQut due consideration of the 
proper provisions for health and comfort. 

One of the most aggravating conditions of 
metropolitan dwellings was, and has long 
continued to be, the want of an ample and 
pure supply of water. The companies which 
had the monopoly of carrying water from the 
Thames, the Lea, and the New River into the 
houses of Southern, Northern, and Eastern 
London not only took too little pains to de· 
liver it in a. proper condition, but though they 
were empowered to eharge for it at a price 
reckoned on the rated rental of the houses, 
refused, or omitted, to do more than fill such 
cistel'D8 or other receptacles as the landlords 
of the hou ... chose to supply to their tenanta. 
It may well be imagined, therefore, that in 
the poorer neighbourhoods there was a great 
scarcity, and that the small quantity which 
the inhabitants could collect in tubs, pai1s, or 
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-other utensils was scarcely fit for drinking 
after it had stood in filthy yards or in close 
confined rooms, subject to all kind. of eman
ations from drains and other sources of in
fection. As to daily ablutions, or even of a 
weekly bath, there WI\S s~y a poor neigh
bourhood where such a provision existed; and 
in London even the better class of houses 
were not, and many of them are not now, 
provided with any water supply for bathing 
purposes, nor with a bath to receive it even 
if they chose to pay the extra rate which the 
.companies demand for providing the meaDS 

of ordinary cleanlin ..... 
Other toWIUI and cities of the kingdom have 

long been far in advance of London in this 
respect. Among the great public enterprises 
of the year 1859 hsd heen that of the Glasgow 
Water Works Commissioners, who obtained 
.an ahundaut supply of fine water from Loch 
Katrine. To overcome the first great en
gineering difficulty they had been obliged to 
tunnel a mountain 600 feet below the summit 
for 2325 yards in length and 8 feet in dia
meter, and this was only the first of a series 
of seventy tunnels measuring altogether thir
teen miles in length. 

The boge were traverood by nearly four 
miles of iron pipes and the rivers and valleys 
by above nine miles of aqueducts. Londoners 
might well ha.ve looked with longing eyes 
on a scheme which provided Glasgow with 
fifty million gallons of pure soft water daily; 
and the completion of the works, the total 
cost of which had been about £1,500,000, was 
signalized by the presence of the Queen, with 
Prince Albert and two of the princeeses, her 
majesty having journeyed from Edinburgh 
to the out8ow at Loch Katrine on her way 
.southward, for the purpose of inaugurating 
the' new enterprise by putting in motion the 
apparatus for admitting the waters of the 
lake into the first tunnel. 

Increased politica.l and commercial liberty, 
.fmormous additions to public works, the ex. 
tension of the means of travelling, and nu. 
merous adaptations of discoveries and inven
tiODS, were accompanied by Clel"taiu significant 
",hanges in the social if not in the moral 

attitude of the popl1lation. It wae a time of 
transition, or rather we were on the edge of 
further important chang .. in our politica.1 and 
social relations, and it was not to be wondered 
at that there were some extravagances which 
were occasionally difficult to reconcile wi~ 
the belief in generel moral ... d intellectual 
progress: but in looking back it is more easy 
to assign to them their true character as fiJ:J.al 
ebullitions of certain popular sporta which 
were becoming obsolete, or as peculiar results 
of the sl1batitution of one kind of publio 
amusement for another, or evt:.U as the out
come of those transmutations which follow· & 

Budden. endeavour to introduce the customs 
a.nd recreatioIlS of other countries, where even 
amusements are directly controlled and regu
lated by government officials. 

The records of crime during this period were 
not remarkable for increased brutality, but it 
may be mentioned as having some relation to 
an account of the social aspects of the time, 
that there appeared an increasiDg reluctance 
to convict of crimes involving capital punish
ment, except on the most indisputable evid
ence, and with an evident desire to give any 
prisoner the benefit of the I ... t doubt rather 
than in1Iict the ""treme penalty of the law. 
The consequence of this was a. considerable 
extension of the time during which every im
portant trial lasted-the minute examination 
of the eridence of numerous witnesses, and. 
the gradual adoption of the present cumber
some and apparently UDDecessary proceeding 
of trying cases twice over-once before the 
police magistrate or the coroner, and again 
before the tribunal to which the accused w .. 
committed. 

Perhaps one of the most remarkable evid
ences of wha.t many people regarded as & 

declension of public morality, or at least a 
reaction in favour of what may be called gross 
and brutal exhibitions, was thea.J.mostuniversa.l 
intereet expreesed in a great prize-fight be
tween the so-called pugilistic "champion of 
England» Tom SaY81'S, and an antagonist 
named Heenan, but known as the "Benicia 
Boyt who came from America. for the avowed 
purpose of wresting the" belt)J from the man 
who had been proclaimed the moot formidable 
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boxer in England. For 80me time it was 
found difficult to arrange a match, but the 
proposed conflict had caused so much exeite~ 
ment, aDd was known to be regarded with so 
much expectant attention among influential 
persons, that, either the police were hamed, or 
they made only a show of taking effectual 
means for preventing what was clearly an 
ill.gal .... mbl;y. Ou the 17th of April, 1860, 
a special train left London Bridge station, and, 
eluding & Dumber of mounted police who were 
stationed for a considerable distance along the 
line, where it was expected the passengers 
would alight, turned oft" from the supposed 
route and etopped at Farnborough. Not far 
from Alderahott, in a field on the Hampshire 
side, a. ring was formed, and the two men, 
who had there met for the fuet time, etood up 
amidet a great crowd of spectators, largely 
composed of noblemen, gentlemen of rank, 
members of parliament, members of the 
learned and artistic professions, and even of 
clergymen. It is only reasonable to conclude 
that BOme kind of sentiment Dot very easy to 
explain. had grown out of the public excite
ment, and probably also out'of the bellicoee 
spirit promoted by the recent aggressive tem
per of th~ country, which eclipsed the actual 
na.ture of an exhibition more brutal and sick. 
emng than had ever been witnessed even in 
the modem prize-ring. There is DO Deed to 
follow the revolting details. Heenan, the 
American, was a youthful giant six feet two 
inches in "height, of enormous museum pI"(). 
,portions, with overwhelming strength, and in 
perfect training. Sayere was but five feet 
eight inches high, and though a powerful man, 
and rendered hard and enduring by constant 
exercise, not comparable to his antagonist ex
cept for activity, cool skill, and that sort of 
intrepidity which is of the bull-dog Bort. For 
thirty-eight U rounds I) these two men pounded 
each other with blows, by which they were 
frequently dashed to the ground. Heenan's 
face was battered out of human semblance, 
and when the fight was over he was com .. 
pletely blinded by the terrific and repeated 
hits of his adversary, one of whose arms had 
baen completely diaabled at an early period of 
the fight. Sayers was a 'ess dreadful opec.. 

tacIe, but he also l'eceived severe though only 
temporary injuries, and might have succumbed 
to Heenan, who, it was said, caught him at the 
ropes and nearly strangled him, but that some 
alleged unfairness in this proceeding caused 
the umpires to put an end to the fight, just as 
the police, who had at last mustered in suJli 
cient force, broke their way into the riDge 
This termination to the horrible spectacle 
caused much dissatisfaction and a good de.ll 
of crimination between the rival backers, 
which was but imperfectly allayed by the 
presentation of a belt to each of the com
ba.tants. Sa.yers, however, who was regarded 
as a hero, made a kind of triumphal entry into 
London and afterwards into Liverpool, con· 
siderable sums being collected for him. on the 
Stock Exchange and at other placee. Th. 
event might not have found a record in these 
pages but for the fact that one of those places 
was the division lobby of the House of Com
moDS, where "the great prize-fight" became 
the· subject of part of the proceedinga. Mr. 
W. Ewart, member'· for Dumfries, rose to ask 
whether steps would 1>e taken to prevent ouch 
brutal exhibitions in future. Mr. Vincent 
Scully, an Irishman with a considerable dash 
of humour in his character, gravely protested 
against the ({ outrage of public morals," which 
he averred would not be tolerated in Ireland. 
Sir George Cornewall Lewis,as home secretary, 
made &, half serious half humorous reply which 
meant litUe or nothing, and in which he re
marked that «it had baen said that pugiliotit 
enoounters afforded • model of fair fighting, 
and afforded an inducement to practise a mode 
of fighting better than the use of the bowie
knife or the stiletto, or that other mode of 
fighting not uncommon in Ireland, namely, 
with the shillelagh." This was,. of course, cme 
way of getting out of the difficulty, but Lqrd 
Palmerston had declared that he asw nothing 
more demoraliziug in & boxing-match than. in 
an ascent in a balloon. This declaration ma.y 
have hed some pungent truth in it, but the fact 
remained tha.t plize-fighting was an offence 
against the law. Many of the memb<rs 
chuckled or laughrd outright at ti,e home 
secrewys evasion of the difficulty, and SOlll~ 
of the sporting representatives of the .atio.J 
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stationed themselves in the lobby and levied 
contributions for Tom Sayers which amounted 
altogether to about a hundred pounda But 
from that time the prize-l°ing ceased to be &0-

. knowledged as a national institution. It! was, 
perhaps, a good thing that th"latest attempt 
to revive it had been accompanied with so 
much that was Tevolting, and when the false 
enthusiasm cooled, "the championship JI of pro

fessional bruisers soon ceased to be of any 
imperial or of much public concern. 

"I am not very proud," wrote Cobden 'to 
Mr. Hargreaves, "of the spectacle presented 
by our merchants, brokers, and MoP.'s in their 
ovations to the pugilist Sayers. This comes . 
from the brutal instincts having been so sedu
lously cultivated by our wars in the Crimea, 
and especially in India and China. I have 
always dreaded that our national character 
would undergo deterioration (as did that of 
Greece' and Rome) by our contact with Asia. 
With another war or two in India and China, 
the English people would heve an appetite 
for bull-fights, if not for gladiato .... " 

Lord Palmerston'8 remark that a boxing
match was DO more demoralizing than a bal
loon ascent had more in it than may appear 
at first sight. There was a general tendency 
to increase exhibitions the chief attractions of 
-which were the perils in which the performers 
were placed, and balloon ascents, including 
a. male or a female acrobat swinging from a 
"trapeze" fastened to the car,-or mounted or 
suspended on a _kind of platform surrounded 
by fireworks, were found exceedingly attrac
tive: Women, or youths pretending to be 
women, perlormed gymnastic fea.ts, the least 
failure in which, or in the apparatus, would 
be dangerous and might prove fatal These 
exhibitions took place in music-halls and other 
places. The mWlic.-hall itself was becoming a 
permanent institution. The old fairs like that 
formerly held at Greenwich had been abol
ished. Bartlemyand Bowand Stepney fairs had 
b88n 8uppressed in the interests of public order 
and morality, but large buildings, liceDBed for 
music, for stage-dancing, and for performances 
of other descriptions, and licensed also for the 
we of strong drink and tobacco to the audi~ 
ence, began to multiply. Instead of baing only 

occasional resorts like the fairs, these places 
were open nightly, to admit the dehesod and 
the degraded as well as the comparatively inno
cent. In some instancE'S the music-halls became 
sinks of immorality, a.nd in most cases they 
possessed dangerous facilities for contracting 
vicious hAbits and joining evil company. Since 
the Great Exhibition .f 1851, ";'d 8ubsequent 
on supposed familiarity with foreign customs 
and amusements, there had been constant 
endeavours to assimilate Bome of ~ur public 
recreations to those which were represented to 
be the simple, gay, and sober amusements olthe 
people who resorted to the concert-rooms and 
gardens of France; Italy, and Gel1Imny. The 
most conspicuous result seems to have been 
the multiplication of licenses, which included 
amusements neither simple nor sober ~ven if 
they could be called gay; and the resuscitation 
of certain (C gardens," where, if the "humoursJl 

of old Ranelagh and Vauxhall were present, 
the gross immoralities of both were probably 
sometimes surpassed. Of these public gardens, 
that called Cremorne, on the banke of the 
river near Chelsea, was most conspicuous and 
most largely patronized. It was known that 
personages of high rank frequently visited it' 
&n~ joined with demw-ep. and the demi-monde 
in the bal, f1UUquU and other amusements. 
For some time it was & resort of all th& "fast" 
set in society, and even some of the more 
prudent went occasionally to see what it was 
like; but a peculiar fatality attended it. To 
maintain its attractions constant changes of 
performance and _ U sensational" exhibitions 
must be provided, and the proprietors: could 
not make it pay. Among the excitements 
of Cremome were the periodical insolvency 
of its entrepreneur,. Fortunately, perhaps,. 
for our moral and social progress, the public 
hal mtuqul did not toke any definite hold 
on the class of persons whom it was most 
likely to injw'e, and though such enterta.in~ 
menta were frequently attempted, they even~ 
tually became, like the modern hal a. fepera 
in Paris, very dreary affairs, in which the 
performers were mostly of a low and degraded 
class, appearing iii meaningless costumes, and 
adding to their ignorance the extravagant 
imbecility produced by intoxication. The at-
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tempt to introduce the Parisian fashion of 
holding these aseemblies at our thea.tres failed, 
as it deserved to do, but not before it had been 
associated with a aeriousloss upon the public, 
for even as early as March, 1856, one of the 
most calamitous results of 8. night's entertain
ment of this description was the destruction 
of the Royal Italian Opera House at Covent 
Garden by fire, so suddenly that in two 
hours the stately fabric was in mins. During 
the opera.tic recess Mr. Gye, the lessee of the 
theatre, had sublet it to a performer of sleight
of-hand feats, who called himself Prof .... or 
AndersoD, and 'Was known as n The Wizard 
of the North." Be brought his short season. 
to a close by an entertainment described as 
a U grand carnival complimentary benefit and 
dramatic gala, to commence on ~onday morn
ing and terminate with a hal mcuqul on Tue&
day night." On the laat day of the show the 
amusements proceeded with animation, and if 
with freedom still with decorum, until, as the 
night advanced, the more respectable or cau
tious withdrew, and the diareputable yielded 
to the temptation of excitement and wine. 
After midnight the theatre is said to have 
presented a scene of undisguised indecency, 
drunkenness, and vice, such as the lowest 
places of resort have rarely witnessed. Be
tween four and five o'clock the professor 
thought it tilne to close the ol'gies, and· com
manded the band to play the national anthem. 
The gas at the same time was turned down a 
little to warn the revellers to depart. At 
this moment the gasfitter discovered fire 
iesning from the cracks of the ceiling, and 
amid the wildest shrieking and confusion the 
drunken, panic-stricken masque1'8 rushed to 
the street. It was now hardly five o'clock, 
and yet in the few minutee which had elapsed 
the doom of the theatre was sealed. The 
flame. had burst through the roof, sending 
high up into the air 'Columns of fire, which 
threw into bright reflection every tower and 
opire within the circuit of the metropolis, 
brilliantly illuminating the whole fabric of 
St. Paul's and throwing a flood of light acl'OBB 
Waterloo Bridge, which set out in bold re
lief the dark outline of the Surrey Hills. 
"This glare opemted as a speedy messenger in 

bringing up the fire.engines from every quar
ter of London at a tearing gallop to the scene 
of conflagration. There was no want of water, 
but neither engines nor water were of any 
avail. in saving the property. The theatre 
blazed within its four hollow walls like a fur
nace, and at half-past five o'cloek the roof fell 
in with. a tremendous crash.' The building 
was uninsured, no office having been willing 
to grant a policy after the fire of 1808. Mr. 
Gye had effected an insurance on his properties 
to the amount of £8000, and Mr. Anderson 
to the amount of £2000. Mr. Braidwood, the 
experienced superintendent of the London 
fire establishment, was of opinion that the 
fire had originated from spontaneous combus
tion among the masses of waste stuff 8Ccumu~ 
lated in the workshops-an opinion strength
ened by the evidence of Mr. Grieve, the scene
painter, who stated that on a previous oce&
sion he had called attention to a. heap of such 
materials allowed to gather, and which, when 
removed by his authority, were found to be 
too hot for handling. The theatre was not 
rebuilt till May, 1858. 

But though many extrav~lPlUlces arose out 
of "the changes in public customs, there were 
many indications of a. remarkable improve
ment in our popular amusements. The grand 
promenade concerts, over which M. J ullien· 
~ded, have aueady been mentioned, and 
they had been effectual no~ only in popu
larizing much of the beat music, but in in
troducing "some of the best performers in 
Europe to large audiences of the middle and 
even the decent lower cla.sses in London. 
From all parts of England people came to 
{( J ullien's concerts" at Covent Garden Theatre, 
and along with the petiormances of oratorios 
by the members of two harmonic societies at 
Exeter Hall, this "moDstre orchestra " may 
be said to ha.ve developed a taste for the exe
cution on a grand scale of good voc:a1 and in
strumental music. M. J ullien had but a short 
career. He died in an asylum for the iDlJ&De 

in Paris, and "his 9UCcessors scarcely main
tained the attractions which had made his 
concerts 80 famous, but performances by large 
orchestras and "moDstre" concerta of vanO\l8 

kinds were not dependent on any particoiar 
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conductor, and associated "choirs, n includ
ing those of Sunday scholars and various 
societies, repeatedly appeared at the Crystal 
Palace and at Exeter Hall At, the former 
place the great "Handel centenary," which 
was celebrated by a performance of the great 
composer's works, was an important event. 
It lasted three days, the 20th, 21st, and 
22d of June, 1859. The central transept was 
.converted into a. vast concert hall 360 feet 
long by 216 wide, containing an area. 'Of 
77,000 feet, and there were also several tiers 
of galleries. The choir numbered 2765 per. 
sons, the band 393. On the first day above 
17,000 persons were present, on the second 
18,000, and on the third nearly 27,000. The 
receipts of the three days were above £33,000 
and the expenses a.bout £18,000. Thencefor
ward the Handel Festival became an annual 
.celebratioD, and was looked forward to by 
large numbers of persons in London with as 
much interest as the annual musical festivals 
in some of our cathedral cities excite in the 
inhabitants of those districts, and the musical 
.connoisseurs who attend the performances. 
It is scarcely possible to refer to the numerous 
a.nd varied forms of public amusement which 
.seem to ha.ve made this period the commence
ment of a new era in the art of "entertain
ment," without mentioning the charming de
.scriptiOllS and humorous sketches of character 
by Mr. Arbert Smith at the Egyptian Hall in 
Piccadilly~ Albert Smith, already well known 
as a witty journalist and novelist, whose con
tributions to Punch and other periodicals had 
often made the world In.ugh, was also distin
guished for genial bonhomie, an attractive 
presence, and for that rare and valuable art 
of becoming in a moment on good terms with 
his audience, which is certain to command 

'success for a lecturer. His entertainments 
were humorous, but graphic and striking de
scriptions of the journey to Switzerland and 
the Bernese Oberland,especiallytoChamounix: 
of the ascent of Mont Blanc, and,-as a sepa.r
ate lecture,-of the overland route to Hong 
Kong. The course of his "lectures" was di
versified, Dot only by excellent panoramic 
views painted by Mr. Beverley, but by stories, 
.ketches of cha~ter, and original songs, all 

given with an easy rapidity which carried the 
audience with him from beginning to end. 
He was perfectly familiar with the seen;" he 
described, and the characters he portrayed 
were familiar to the audience. Perhaps his 
was at ODe time the most popular entertain
ment in London for refined and educated 
people, and as he himself used archly to ob
serve, numbers of persons wo.uld attend it 
and would secure seats for their families, who 
would on no account enter a theatre to witness 
a regular dramatic performance. The' queen 
and the royal family were partieulady de
lighted with Mr. Albert Smith's perfotmance, 
and the Prince Consort notices it in his jour
nal with the words "very amusing" appended 
to the entry which appears among much 
graver matters. The lectures which had de
lighted London, and· had made the fortune of 
Chamounix, by sending thousands of English 
travellers thither, were continued and repeated 
with almost undiminished success, till, unhap
pily, the genial autho:r and raconteurwBS almost 
worn out, and though 8. robust man, he fell 
into iIl.health, and to the great grief of a wide 
circle of friends to whom he was much en
deared, died at the age of forty-four, on the 22<1 
of May, 1860. It may be mentioned that Mr. 
Albert Smith had married Misa Mary Keeley, 
the daughter of the famous comedian, and 
herself well known as an actress at the Adelphi 
Theatre. Numerous entertainments of a simi. 
lar elegant and refined desCription attracted 
considerable audiences. Lectures on science 
at the Royal Institution, where Professor 
Faraday showed brilliant experiments, were 
supplemented by others at various mstitu
tiona, and notably at the cr Polytechnic" in 
Regent Street, a great resort for juveniles 
whose parents or guardians believed in com
bining instruction with amusement, and there
fore were willing to devote a long even
ing to the diving-bell machinery in motion, 
the diorama, a lecture on chemistry, a great gas 
microscope redecting objects on a. screen by 
means of a magic la.ntern, and a series of songs 
in the nature of an "entertainment" to accom
pany the beautiful series of dissolving views. 
The "Polytechnic" had formerly had a rival 
in the (( Adelaide Gallel'Y," Ilear the Lowther 
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Arcade, but this baving been closed, was trans
formed by an Italia.n confectioner into a,1arge 
caf6 and restaurant. It may be regarded as 
another sign of the change which had become 
apparent in our public customs, that a. complete 
alteration seemed to have taken pla.ce in our 
method of providing refreshment for the in
creased numbers of people who took their meals 
away from home. French and German restaur
ants were numerous in several parts of Lon
don, and the hot, stuffy tavern with its shope 
and steaks, or the sordid, greasy cook's shop, 
with its dingy boxes and coarse service, were 

to 8. great extent superseded by spacious aud 
convenient dining-rooms and cafes, where 
agreeable articles of food and either tea, coffee, 

or the lighter continental wines could he Pl'O
cured. The conclusion of the commercial 
treaty with France by increasing the consump
tion of the light clarets and Burgundies gave 
a fresh impetus to the business of the restaur
ant in London, and it was noticeable that 
light bitter aI.. were also superseding the 
heavier beel'S as light wines had displaced 
port and sherry, while the consumption of 
tea, coffee, and- chocolate vastly increased. 

Among the most attractive resorts in Lon
don, the Surrey Zoological Gardens in Wal
worth had held a. conspicuous place as the 
resort of middle·c\ass families. The grounds 
were extensive a.nd picturesque, there was a 
very good collection of wild animals, birds, 
and reptile., and the grand feature of the 
place was a. broad lake, on the further side of 
which rose 8. huge canvas structure like the 
scene ~t a. theatre, which was painted to re
present the latest locality that oould be most 
effectively associated with 8. great pyrotechnic 
disp1a.y. Mount Vesuvius, the Bombaroment 
of Canton, and eventually the taking of Sebas
topol, attracted crowds of euger spectators, 
who, after Iietening to a good concert by the 
band interspersed with more or less patriotic 
Bongs, witnessed the spectacle which usually 
began with a balloon ascent and ended with 
the tremendo~ discharge of a "set piece" of 
great brilliancy. The time came, however, 
when the grounds were to be absorbed into the 
suburban ring of buildings, and rows of villas 
took the place formerly devoted to the ele-

phant house, the lions' dens, and the monkeys' 
cages. The wild animals were removed, and 
on the space occupied by the ol'chestra. and 
the grand-stand a large music-ha.ll was erected, 
composed chiefly of glass and irpn. Among 
the conspicuous features of the time was the 
engagement of BOme of the smaller music-halls 

-and minor theatres for Sunday evening reli
gious services, and the Surrey Hall, which 
would accommodate a very large congregation, 
was hired by the followers of a preacher who 
had gained great notoriety for his original 
~!lDer of address, his marvellously effective 
delivery, and the religious fervour which gave 
remarkable force to his appeals, and attracted 
numbers of people, many of whom travelled a. 
considerable distance to listen to his discourses. 

The name of Mr. C. H. Sp~rgeon has now 
for nearly a q\\arter of a century been associ
ated with & religious "revival,J which was 
enduring in its effects, perhaps because it wns 
never associated with the fanatic extrava
gances which have too often disfigured and 
ultimately disorganized some more startling 
efforts to awaken the consciences and influ
ence the lives of the working-classea. Mr. 
Spurgeon, who was a young stude~t belonging 
to the Baptist connection, began hie work 
while he was still a boy, and he soon de
vel~ped ra.re powers as an open~ir preacher 
in addressing large and casual assem hlies. In 
a short time he was notorious, but he BOon 
afterwards became famous. Possessing a mag
nificent voice, which could be heard even by a. 
large assembly -in a field or any other open 
space, and a remarkable power of illustrating 
his meaning by references,-often full of dl'y 
peculiar humour,-to the common experiences 
of bis audience, or the ordinary objects and 
occurrences of everyday life, he l'apidly at
tained great populari~y, and at the same time 
became the mark for much misplaced witticism 
and a good deal of suspicion. There had be(>D 

no such sudden success in arresting the atten
tion of the commOD people since the earlier 
days of W es\eyan M~thodism, and Mr. Spur
geoD, keeping to the regular method of minis
tration observed by the body to which he 
belonged, did not profess to be a revivalist, 
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and used no special means for provoking those 
strange and grotesque demonstrations of reli~ 
gious fervour which have frequently injured 
attempts to enlist the enthusiasm of unedu
cated peopl~. In homely, forCible, and, as 
some would have it, lC vulgar" language be 
addressed ever-increasing audiences, and as 
he went OD, he appeared to abandon many of 
his cruder modes of expression, until he at;.. 
tracted people of all degre ... in the socia.! scale 
to hear him. But he never altered the homely 
vigour of Iris appeals, the plain Saxon style of 
his speech, or the quick ready humour which 
seasoned all that he had to say, and enabled 
his hearers to remember and to think over it. 
The charges brought against him were that 
he adopted the more objectionable phrases 
that had been attributed to Dr. Rowland Hill 
or to Huntington-that he llSlIOCiated degrad
ing illustrations with sacred doctrines in a. 
manner that was profane and could not be 
edifying, but it is cel'tain that many of these 
alleged sayings were invented by his critics, 
as they had perhaps been invented for his 
predecessors; and though he once or twice 
took an opportunity to deny some of them, he 
appeared to trouble himself very little about 
what people thought of him. He went on, as 
a man who believes be has a great deal of 
work to do and bas but a short time to do it 
in. His earnestness was undeniable, and it 
Boon became contagious. On one occasion 
when he was preaching at the SUITeY Ball, 
while the press of people waa very great 
BOme one raised an alarm of fire, and in 
the eft'orta to escape several pel'SODS were 
killed and more were seriously injured. But 
a large chapel, the "TaberIl8.cie," near the 
Elephant and Castle at Newington Butts, waa 
soon in course of construction. It was de
signed to hold 6500 persons; the foundation 
stone was laid by Sir S. Morton Peto, and at 
a public meeting held afterwards, under the 
presidency of the Lord Ma.yor, 5000 persons 
who were present were admitted by tickets. 
It was then announced tha.t a gentleman at 
Bristol had oent a cheque for £3000 toward. 
the building fund, with a promiae of £2000 
more if twenty other gentlemen would provide 
an equal sum by subscribing £100 each, or 

forty subscribing £50 each, within the follow
ing three months. The money was obtained, 
and fuuda for the building quickly came in. 
Mr. Spurgeon then became the pa.tor of a 
great but yet a compact congregation, chiefly 
composed of the middle and lower middle 
class of the community, but containing several 
persons of large means. There was apparently 
no intention on his part to become the head of 
a revivalist movement, he had as much to do 
as he could hope to accomplish, and his sin
eerity was proved by the fact that wl!ile he 
refused repeated offers of considerable sums 
of money for his own use, he was constantly 
receiving very large contributions which he 
devoted to the eetabliahment of an orphanage, 
almshouses, and other benevolent institutions, 
associated with his congregation, but the bene
fits of which were not confined to members 
of the particular aect to which he belonged. 

There was at the time of which we are 
speaking, a notable assimilation of opinion 
between the eVADgelicals or "Low-Church" 
people-as they were sometimes ealled-and 
some of the leading Dissenting preachers, and 
their ideas of the value and efficacy of religious 
revivals had in BOme instances met as it were 
half-way. The religious periodicals, chiefly 
addreased to Nonconformists, were largely 
read and frequently approved by thoae who 
belonged to the communion of the Church of 
England. The work of Mr. Spurgeon and 
even of the Plymouth Brethren waa widely 
recognized by many families who were pro
fessedly of the U Low Church." On the other 
band there might have been discerned the 
beginning of what afterwards became a de
cided division between high-church obser. 
van .... and those of the Ritualists. The dis
tinction was not, and has not always since 
been, very clear to a. large body of Dissenters, 
but it has often become obvious enough. At 
all events, in 1859 and for two or three years 
afterwards, though the difference waa per
haps not readily marked, the endeavours to 
introduce "ritualistic practices" were not to 
be confounded with the holding of what bad 
long been known as II High-Church II doctJ.ines, _ 

such doctrines having been. often unaccom_ 
panied by any very remarkable ceremonial 
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and almost entirely independent of external 
or symbolical tnodes of expression. 

.As long before as 1851, in a letter to Dr. 
Skinner, Bishop of Aberdeen, which in the fol· 
lowing year was printed by deeire of the Scot
tish bishops, Mr. Gladstone, discussing" the 
functions of la.ymen in the church," had said:-

"I shall venture two remarks upon ritual 
clIangee generally, in which I am bold enough 
to anticipate extensive agreement. The first 
is, that as ceremooial is but the dreee of devo
tion, it ought to follow upon rather than pre
.cede spiritual growth, of which it must be
.come the consequence before it can become 
the ca.nsej and, except as to the removal of 
palpeble indeeency and scandal, it ehould be 
left for :ita increase to such spontaneous de
mand as may arise out of our gradual return 
to that temper of elevated a.nd concentrated 
devotion, which has unhappily become rare 
among us. The second is, that many of the 
points which have given rise to dissension are 
ih. themselves really but secondary, and have 
derived their importance from prepossessions 
conventionally ~ther than essentially COD

nected with them. Now both of these re

marks point to one and the same conclusion; 
namely, that diversities and changes of ritual, 
80 far as they are open questions at all, are a 
matter to which the people ought to have some
thing to say. If ceremonial be in general not 
so'much a means of awakening as an instru~ 
ment of edification for those already awakened, 
then the expediency of ritual restrictions must, 
it is evident, vary greatly with the religious 
temper of each congregation. If, again, its de
tails are, as it were, prejudged by preposae8-
sions for or against them, then manifestly there 
is & tender and irritable state of mind to deal 
with, which will become hopeless under any
thing like an exasperating treatment. The 
way to conquer men's prejudices is to appooJ. 
freely to their good sense, and allow some 
reasonable scope to their free-will and choice. 
Such appeal involves, or at the very least 
harmonizes with the idea of giving them a 
sh.a.re of discretion in determining the points 
at i$Jue. Nothing can be more painful or 
disgraceful than to Bee questions of divine. 
service settled, as they were some years ago 

settled in Exeter, by riot and uproar. 
But we probably never should have witnessed 
them, had it not been for the anarchical state 
into which congregational organization has 
there been a.\lowed to lapee. Besides the 
things in themselves, nay, besides the preju~ 
dices attaching to them, there was, I believe, 
at the root of all a sentiment in the people 
that they were over-ridden, which generated, 
as it were in self-defence, a strong and unman
ageable reaction. Had there been in thoee 
cases a. regularly constituted congregation, or, 
to borrow a phrase from our Presbyterian 
friends, a roll of communicanta, and had these 
had the means of making known their senti
ments, and of acting by their duly choseD 
officers, the clergy would have derived from 
them the most valuabl$ aid at the outset, 
instead of being left to work out their wa.y, 
as it w,ere, blindfold; a general harmony would 
have been secured between the forms of divine 
service, and the tone of feeliog in the CODgre
gation, to which, as we have seen, they ought 
to bear a. close regard, and authority, too weak 
already, would hu.ve been Spa1-ed BOme heavy 
blows." 

These words, addressed though they were to 
the Scotch episcopacy, might have been pro.
fitably studied in England, and & due regard 
for them would perhaps have prevented the 
scandals which have followed the practice of 
the adoption of strange ritual.istic observances 
by "priesta" newly appointed to churches 
where the congregations were averse to pra,c.. 
tiees against which they were allowed no im
mediately effectual protest. The result of 
n Ritualism" has often been that the clergy, 
while defying alike the bishop'. commands 
and the provisions of the civil law, ha.ve 
virtually evicted the first congregation who 
had contlibuted to the establishment and 
maintained the strucu\re of the building in 
which they met to worship, and have left 
them to wander whel'e they chose, another, 
and perhaps non~resident, congregation filling 
their places. Doubtless the arrogant assump-
tions of many of the (priests who introduced 
their own ritual, combined with the deep dis.
appointment of the congregations whom they 
had disregarded, had the effect of hastening 
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tbe abolition of church~ratest since the ex
cluded members of a church wbere the clergy 
were indifferent to their sentiments Wel'e 

ready to join tbe large body of Nonconform
ists in their opposition to the .. compulsory 
support of observances to which they had a 
strong antipathy. The same causes appear to 
be operating both for the disendowment and 
disestablishment of the English Church alto
gether, as the only means of settling the 
question between clergy who will neither obey 
their ecclesiastica.l superiors nor the civil la.w, 
and congregations who have bl!en obliged 
either to leave the church where they are en
titled to worship, or to submit to practices for 
which they entertain an unalterable repug-
nance. 

There had, as we have seen, been repeated 
attempts to introduce measures into parlia
ment for the abolition of church-rates, but 
they had not been successful. The maDDer of 
collecting the tax had ceased to be so cOllSpi
cuous as it formerly was, and in many cases 
it was not enforced. A genet'al impression 
existed that the entire remission of the rates 
would BOon be accomplished. There was no 
agitation outside parliament sufficiently power
ful to carry a bill againat the majority who 
voted a.,"lIinst Mr. Walpole's bill in 1869, but 
Sir John Trelawney's bill of January, 1860, 
passed the second reading by a majority of 
263 to 234 votes, and was read a. third time, 
to be thrown out by the Lords on a second 
reading by a majority of 128 to 31. This 
roused an active agitation on both sides. The 
representatives of the Dissenting denomina.
tions convened a great meeting at Freemasons' 
Hall, for the purpose of securing the passing 
of the bill which Sir John was to bring in 
the next suBion. Several hundreds of well
known leaders of dissent were present, most 
of the cbief towna and many rural parish .. 
of the kingdom being repreeented. It was 
determined to raise £3000 for carrying on the 
agitation, and half that sum was obtained in a 
few minutes. It was decided that direct and 
persevering action should be adopted to in:Ou.
ence parliament, and that no heed ahould be 
taken of any threat of resistance or offer of com
promise. But the opponen1B of the bill were 

busy too, and they were powerful. An effort 
must be made to reverse the recent divisions. 
in favour of the abolition of church-rates. As 
the supporters of Sir John Treiawney'. bill bad 
held meetings 1md signed petitions, the same 
meaDS were adopted by its opponents, and 
clergymen were everywhere exhorted to enlist 
their parishioners against the measure. Mr. 
Disraeli took the lead in the opposition move
ment. At a. meeting of the clerg;v.: and laity 
of the rural deanery of Amersbam in Buck
inghamshire, he declared tha.t the ques~ion of 
church-rates necessarily involved the existence 
of a national church. "The clergy must make 
members of parlisment understand, that 
though this was not .. party question it was 
a political one, and a. political question on 
which in their minds there ought not to be, 
and there could not be any mistake." He 
could assure them, from his own knowledge,. 
that there were many members of parliament 
who on this question gave careless votes, and 
thought by so doing they were giving some 
vague liberal satisfaction witbout preparing 
any future inconvenience for themselves. "Let 
their clerical friends, Whig or Tory, Conaer
vative or Liberal, make these gentlemen un~ 
derstand that, in their opinion, 011 the union 
of church and state depend, in a large measure, 
the happiness, the greatness, and the liberty 
of England,» 

There were, however, eminent persons whc> 
were in favour of a compromise, which would 
perhaps have satisfied the main body of th .. 
Dissenters; Mr. Hubbard, who had become 
an authority on the subject of finance in the 
House of Commons, and was known to be 
deeply interested in church matters, had al
ready endeavoured to bring in a bill, the main 
principle of which was that those who dis
aented from the Church of England by .. . 
simpl .. declaration ahould be exempted from 
the payment of church·rates. Tbe Biahop of 
Exeter, in reply to an appeal for a declaration 
of his opinion, issued a very conciliatory letter, 
in which he intimated that common prudence 
and the manifest interests of peace demanded 
the substitution of temporal for ecclesiastical 
courts on occasions of church-rate litigation. 
He c:onaidered tbat weigbt ahould be given 
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to the conscientious objections of those who, 
in refusing to pay cbW'Ch-rates, refused to 
support a system of doctrine and worship 
to which they were opposed. He did not go 
quite so far as to acknowledge that such ob
jections were reasona.ble, but he thought tha.t 
at all events they should be rendered inapplic
able. Clergymen should, he thought, no longer 
contend for ~ that was desirable, nor eVen 
for all that. might be reasonable. They must 
make concessions, and could do so with very 
little damage to their cause. In conclusion he 
suggested that church-rates should only be so 
far retained 88 to furnish, in some shape 
or other, funds for maintaining the structure 
of the churcbes, and the proper keeping of 
churchya.rde; but that all beyond that should 
be provided by voluntary contributioDs. The 
charges for the various accessories of worship 
should be defrayed by the actual worshippers 
and Dot by those who could Dot enjoy the use 
of the service. 

When Sir John TJ:elawney returned to the 
charge, and brought in his bill in 1861 (the 
second reading came on the 27th of Febl'Ual'y), 
there was a ~ultitude of petitions and Strobg 
opposition, but little display of genuine interest 
in the house. An amendment was proposed by 
Sir W.Heathcote,the colleague of Mr. Gladstone 
as representative of the University of Oxford. 
He was in favour of a policy of conciliation, 
and denied that concessions made in order to 
get rid of difficulties and animosities could be 
held to be a surrender of principle. He put 
it to the government whether a time bad not 
arrived most favourable to a concilia.tory ar
rangement of the question, and moved that 
the aecoDd reading of the bill be deferred 
for six. months. Sir .W. Heathcote was quite 
the right &ort of man to make this pro
posal, though he was not distinguished as 
a speaker. He was a man of social position 
and of high character. representing the uni
versity where he was educated, and where, in 
1821, he had taken a first-class in classics, in 
1824 had graduated B.C.L., and in 1830 D.C.L. 
Further, he was an eminent magistrate, a de
vout churchman, a good landlord. As a gen
uine country gentleman, he lived on his estate 
at Hursley Park in Hampshire, formerl1 the 

property of Richard Cromwell, who inherited 
it from his father-in-law, Mr. Mayor. Close 
to the Park a Dew and extremely beautiful 
Gothic church had been built, and the rector 
was Mr. Keble, whose Ohriltian Year was 
then, as it has been since, a volume beloved 
of pious souls. It was said that the church 
had been paid for out of the profits .f the 
book; but whether this was so or not, it was 
the parish church, and Sir William Heathcote 
was a regular attendant, he and bis. family 
occupying a seat amidst the l-est of the congre
gation. The worthy knight was therefore the 
proper man to propose conciliatioD, and he 
was soon followed by Mr. Gladstone, who said 
that be remained of the opinion that he had 
always held, and should refuse to vote for tbe 
aecond reading of the bill. To get at the 
merits of the Church-rate Bill it must be 
divided into two questions, as respected two 
portions of the country. In populous parishes 
it might be in practice bad, and .he would 
abandon the principle of the rate there j but 
in rural parishes, where the rate was paid 
with as mach satisfaction as any ·other public 
charge, why was this ancient law to be 
abolished 1 Dissenters were in the main con
gregated in the populous parishes; and the 
offer was made to them to exempt themselves 
from the rate if they pleased, but they did not 
please. If church-rates were in fact the cause 
of providing religious worship for the great 
majority of the poor, were they to he abolished 
for the sake of a minority who declared they 
had a grievance from which they would not 
accept exemption t He was not willing to 
,intrust to mere speculative 8Upport the vener· 
able f.bric of the parish churches. He sug
gested that an arrangement might be made to 
accept the power of the majority of a parish 
to reject or agree to church-rates as a. right, 
at the same time allowing a parish also to tax 
itself by the will of the majority. 

Mr. Bright was utterly opposed to this view. 
It had, he asid, all the faults of all the plans 
of compromise of the qUestiOD, and in fact it 
-amounted to what wasa1ready the law,namely, 
that where you could not get church-rates you 
were to let them alone, and where a majority 
was in favour of them they were to prevail. 
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In the debate in the previous year on the 
bill that was thrown out by the Lords, Mr. 
Bright had said, "There are many who have 
aspired to -legisla.te upon tbis subject, but 
have failed in these attempts at- eonciliation, 
and I think we m~ all feel collScious that 
we must either remain as we are or adopt the 
bill which is now before us. I confess that I 
am altogether against any kind of dodge by 
which this matter may be even temporarily 
settled. I think that if this ehurch be a 
nationai establishment, you cannot by law 
insist that its support shall be_ drawn from 
only a portion of the population. I agree with 
you altogether in that. If I were a church

maD I would never consent to it, and, Dot 
being', a churchman, I wholly repudiate it. 
The dissensions to which I have referred have 
prevailed, prevail still, and cannot -terminate 
as long as this impost exists. What is its 
na.tural and inevitable result 1 It must be to 
create and stimulate the pride of supremacy 
in the dominant church, and at the same time 
produce what I shall call the irritation of BUb

jugation and injustice on the part of that 
great portion of the people who support their 
own ministers and places of worship, and who 
think tha.t they ought not to be called upon 
to support those of any other sect or church. 
Now, is it necessary that this should continuet 
I often have occasion in this house' to give 
hope to honourable gentlemen opposite. They 
are probably the most despairing political 
party that any country ever had within its 
borders. They despair of almost everything. 
They despaired of agriculture. Agriculture 
triumphs. They despair of their church, yet 
wherever that church has been left to its own 
resources and to the zeal of its members, its 
triumph has beeu manifest to the country and 
to the world. .Are you made of different 
material n-om the five millions of people who 
go to the' Dissenting eh.pela of England and 
Walesl Yqu have your churches-I speak of 
the old ones, and not of those recently erected 
by means of voluntary contributions - you 
have your churches, which you call national, 
and you have them for nothing. You have 
your ministers paid out of property anciently 
bequeathed or intrusted to the state for their 

use. In that respect you stand in a far better 
position for undertaking what, if ehoreb-rates 
are abolished, you must undertake, than do 
the great body of your Dissenting brethren. 
Have you less zeal, have you less liberality 
than they have 1 Do Dot you continually 
boast in this house that you are the owners 
of the great bulk of the landed property of 
the' country1 Are you Dot the depositaries 
of political power, and do you not .tell UtI that 
when a Dissenter becomes rich he always walks 
away from the ehapel into your ehurch 1 If 
this be so, am I appealing in vain to you, or 
reasoning in vain with you, when I try to 
encourage you to believe that if there were no 
church-rates the members of your church and 
your congregations would be greatly improved, 
and that, as has taken plaos in the parish in 
whieh I live, your ehurches would be better 
supported by yO\lr own voluntary and liberal 
contributions than they can ever be by the 
penny per pound issuing from the pockets of 
men who do not attena your church, and woo 
are rendered ten times more hostile to it by 
the very effort to make them coutribute to its 
support." Then referring to the successful 
efforts of the WesIeyan Methodists, Mr. Bright 
spoke of their doing marvels "in erecting 
ehapeIs, paying ministers, establishing schoola 
-raising. the dead, if you like-for meD who 
were dead. 1;0 religion have been made Chris
tians j and they have preached the gospel in 
every county, I might almQSt say in every 
parish, in the kingdom." 

Mr. Bright also asked what would be the 
condition of the population, the religious 
establishments, the education throughout Eng
land and Wales, but for the liberality of the 
sects who were not members of the Church of 
England; and having referred to former ex
periences of the Irish tithe and to the condi
tion of the Welsh Dissenters, he said: "But 
go a little further north,. to a. land where men 
are not supposed to misunderstand their own 
interests; I refer to the country on the other 
aide of the Tweed. You have an established 
ehurch there. Many years ago you had two 
considerable secessions from its pale which 
became powerful sects. They have since united 
themselves, and their power has proportion-



16 GLADSTONE AND HIS CONTEMPORARIES. 

ately increased. But lately, within the recol. 
lection of every member of this house-for it 
is but seventeen years ago-tbere was another 
great secession; and from what men fancied 
was the ruin of the Establiehed Church of 
Scotland there arose a. new church, offering, I 
will say, to the world, an exa.mple of zeal and 
munificence such as has not been witneaed in 
this country during the lifetime of the present 
generation. Not long ago, while in Scotland, 
. • . I found that the Free Church, which 
comprises probably not more than one~third 
of the popula.tion who pay any attention to 
religious matters, raised voluntarily, during 
the year when I made the inquiry, a larger 
sum than the whole annual emoluments of the 
Established Church of Scotland. It has built, 
I think,something like seven hundred churches 
throughout that part of the kingdom, and as 
many manses or dwellings for its ministers. 
It has also estsblished schools in ahnost every 
parish. And I tell the house with the utmoet 
mncerity that I believe I never qu~oDed 
any man in Scotland as to the effect of the 
Disruption who did not admit that, painful as 
it was, and utterly as he and many others 
might have opposed it.still it has been full of 
bleasings to the people of that country." 

These having been the expressions of Mr. 
Bright's opinions in 1860, it waa not to be WOD

dered at that he should have supported Sir 
John Trelawneys renewed attempt in 1861. 
What the Dissenters felt in tlriB question, he 
said, was that it was" a. struggle for supremacy, 
and not a question of twopence in the pound
a supremacy on the part of • great establish· 
ment which was as much political as religious." 

Mr. Disraeli ssid that if the bill were carried 
its first effect would be to deprive parish .. of 
the power of self.legislation, a step which ought 
not to b. favoured by the profOSBorB of popular 

.- principles. The la.w as it stood was founded 
on the principle of affording facility for reli· 
giOUlI worship to the people of this country; 
but it was declared to be a. grievance to the 
Dissenters. Now a Dissenter wna not an alien, 
hut an Englishman with all his feelings and 
rights, and it was hi. duty to yield to that 
majority to which it was a. part of our consti
tutional ayetem to defer, as it was his right to 

take advantage of that majOlity when h. 
helonged to it. 

Lord J. Rossell said the question was not 
one of ahetract right, but of the advantage 
of the church. He did not think that the 
exemption of Dissenters would be a settlement 
of this question. By assenting to that plan 
you parted with the principle of a nationa.! 
church; while the diJlicult;y of carrying it into 
operation would be insuperable. He argued 
that it would he possible to keep up the fabric 
of the churches by vcluntar;r contributious, 
and that if you took away £250,000 a year the 
churches would not fall into decay. Those 
who were attached to the Church would do 
well to allow this cause of difference betw(>en 
Churchmen and Dissenters to be removed. If 
that were done, no step against the Church 
would he taken for years; but if this bill 
were rejected the result would be a. COD

tinued agitation, and that a Dissenting agita
tion-and he knew how powerful and well 
organized that was-which would continue 
till church·rates were finally abolished. 

The second reading of the bill WBS' carried 
by 281 to 266, a majority which showed such 
a falling off from that of the previous one that 
the opponents of the measure redoubled their 
exertions, and on the third reading the num
bers were equal and the speaker decided 
against the bill by his casting.vote, on the 
ground that such an equality demanded an 
opportunity for further discussion. 

In the following year (1862), on the 14th 
of May, the question was again brought be.. 
fore the house, but was lost by 287 votes to 
286, an amendment proposed by Mr. Est
court being catTied, to the effect that it would 
be unjust and inexpedient to abolish the 
ancient customary right exercised from time 
immemorial by the ratepayers of every parish 
in Engla.nd, to mise by rate a.mongst them
selves the SUlDS required for the repair of 
their chW'Ch, until some other provision should 
have been made hy parliament for the dis
charge of those obligstions to which, by custom 
or statute, the churchwardens on the part of 
the palish were li.ble. 

While on the subject of the church and 
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church-rates we may refer for a moment to an 

occurrence which a.ft'orded a signifi~t illustra.
tion of the question of ritualistic practices, and 
also of the importance of the views upressed 
in Mr. Gladstone's letter to the Scottish 
bishops. During the autumn of the year 1859 
the ehurch of Saint George in the East, Lon
dOD, had become notorious, for -the rema.rk~ 
able observances of an' elaborate ritual which 
were carried on there under the direction of 
the rector, the Rev. Bryan King, who had 
gone so far as to refuse to allow time for the 
afternoon lecture by the Rev. Hugh Allen, 
an evangelical clergyman well known for his 
labours in the poor.neighbourhood of White
chapel. The innovations on the usual mode 
of conducting the service, and the introduction 
of vestments and ceremonies which the com~ 
mon people pronounced to be "popish," gave 
great offente to a large part of the congrega
tion, and were resented by a still larger num
ber who did not belong to that or any other 
congregation, but who took this opportunity 
to manifest their opinions by creating a riot 
in the church every Sunday. The Bishop 
of London unsuccessfully endeavoured to ar. 
hitrate in the case. The &CeDes which were 
enacted were a public scandal: the Ber. 
vices were interrupted by the hooting and 
yelling of the mob, which fought to gain 
possession of the seata: the police, even when 
they endeavoured to interfere, were powerless 
to prevent the profanity and violence of the 
struggling crowd within the building, and the 
tumult was increased by the barking and 
howling of dogs introduced for the purpose of 
being set on the officiating priests and chor
isters. The bishop at length, 8SBuming an 
authority which he did Dot legally poes ... , 
ordered the church to be closed for a time; 
but on its being reopened the rioting was at 
once resumed, even though the vestments and 
ceremonies which were the alleged ~use of 
them were discarded, and it continued until 
the rector was exchanged to another parish. 

Any mention of the relation of religion to 
social progress at this time should remind us 
that the Da.me or a man who had once held a 
distinguished poeition in the English Church 

VOL. IV. 

was again heard of from quite a different 
quarter. 

Henry Edward Manuing, formerly Arc.!>
deacon of Chichester, bad DOW been nominated 
as ~e Roman Catholic provost of Westminster. 
Those who had known most of his opinions 
were probably not sW'prised at his secession 
frcm the Church of England; those who were 
acqllainted with the power of his, personal 
intluen~ and his intellectual attainments, may . 
reasonably have ""peeted that he would be 
appointed to fulfil an important office in the 
Church of Rome. 

The youngest of four BODe of Mr. William 
Manning, a London merchant, who was for 
many years M.P. for Lymington and governor 
of the Bank of England, Henry Edward 
Manning had been educated at Harrow and 
.t Baliol College, Oxford, where he obtained 
the highest classical honou,.. Soon afterwardS 
he was elected to " fellowehip of Merton 
College, whieh he vacated on his marriage 
with, a daughter of the Rev. John Sargent, 
rector of Lavington and Graffham in Suasex. 
To this living Mr. Manning suooeeded on the 
death of his father~in-Iaw, and there he pub
lished treatises on Th. Unity of tl,. Church 
and Th. Ru{e of Faith, both in accordance 
with the views which he had long professed. 
For he had been one of the most active amoog 
the leaders of the U Anglo-Catholic" or Trac
tarian movement which originated at Oxford 
in 1833, and had so greatly attracted the 
regard of all those with whom he came in con
tact that, in some respects, he occupied as 
influential a position as that of Newman or 
Pueey. In 1840 he was appointed Archdeacon 
of Chichester, to the surprise of those who 
knew that the bishop from whose hands he 
received the nomination held opinions entirely 
at variance with his own. If the appointment 
was intended to keep him within the pale of 
the Anglican Church, it failed. Unlike some 
of those who have since brought dissension 
and reproach into their communions, he had 
"the courage of his convict~ons,JJ as Newman 
has had. The Gorhaml controversy of 1850 
is understood to have been' the immediate 
occasion of bis secession. His last publio act 
as a minister of the English Church was his 

611 
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appearance at a large meeting held to protest 
against the decision of the privy-council in 
that ClLSe_ He afterwards, in conjunction with 
Archdeacon Wilherforce of Yorkehire and Dr. 
Mill of Cambridge, drew up and published a 
formal protest, and at about the same time 
:relinquished his preferments. 

Mr. Manning had long been a widower 
without children, and on his secession he 
spent the winter of 1850-1851 in retirement, 
after which he was admitted to the Roman 
Catholic communio~ by the Rev. Mr. BroWD

bill at Farm Street Chapel near Berkeley 
Square. Soon afterwards he was made a 
mep:lber of the priesthood, entered upon a. 
course of studies in the Collegia Pia at Rome, 
and on lea~ing, received the cap of Doctor of 
Divinity from Pope Pius. 
'H~ became noted as a preacher in Rome, 

mut on his return. to England undertook DO 

public charge- beyond occupying a confessional 
in the church of the Jesuits in Farm. Street 
and frequent oCcasional -preaching, until he 
was appomted to the direction of a new mission 
served by t\le members of the congregation 
of St. Charles, in the poorest part of West;.. 
minster, an~ subsequently to the mission of 
the church of St. Helen, afterwards" St. Mary 
of the Angels,» Bayswater. He again visited 
Rome in the winter of 1856, and on his retuPB 
ill the following year, was nominated by the 
~pe to the ~rovostship of Westminster, of 
which he became Roman Catholic Cardinal 
Archbishop after the death of Dr. Wiseman, 
in February, 1865. The consecration took 
place in the &man Catholic Chapel, Moor
fields. There was little external resemblance' 
between the somewhat reserved, thin, IUld 
ascetic~looking Cardinal Manning and his 
portly, rubicund predecessor, about whom 
something has been said in a previous page. 
The peculiar social influence which Dr. Man
ning had displayed at Oxford, however, was 
still there, and though able to maintain his 
bold on the people over whom he was officially 
appointed to the spiritual control, he has been 
able to meet the promoters of social progress 
and pu bUc beneficence on common ground, 
and to be one of the foremost advocates of 
that_ true ,Christian unity which consists in 

,\,orking together for the purpose of advancing 
temperance, morality, and charitable effort. 

Perhaps in rela.tion ~ some of the extrava.
gances of the period now under review, we 
should not pass altogether unnoticed the intro
duction of what was called" Spiritualism,'J 
but which has since been more correctly desig~ 
nated "Spiritism," an importation from Ame
rica, which had in it very little that was really 
new, and probably not much that could be 

. altogether dissocia.ted from what was' delusion 
on the ODe hand and imposture on the other. 
The claim of certain persons who called them
selves "mediums It to obtlin for a company' 
assam bled in a dark room, and sitting with 
their hands on a table: communications from 
departed epirita, had a certain resemblance "to 

the ancient Greek or R.oman divination of the 
tripod; and a large number of pe1'8ons were 
to be found ready not only to become the 
dupes of designing «mediums" of "spiritual. 
istic" ma.nifestations, but to join in. dark 
~~ces and adopt the extraordinary preten
sions by which they fell into a. condition of 
spasmodic or even of chronic delusion. 

Tbis is not the place to diseuss the possi
bility of remarkable physical impressioDS .... 
suIting from little known, nervous, or mental 
conditions, or the peculiar influence of animal 
magnetism. about which we have yet IiJO 

much to \earn" but it may he stated that 
self~styled spiritualistic ,(lpheno~ena.n were 
placed. outside scientific mv.tigation by the 
professors of the IC new manifestation" them. 
selves, while repeated impostures, the evi· 
dent weak.neas of the victims, and the irre. 
verent absurdity of the demonstratioDs were 
sufficiently apparent to men accustomed to 
dcal "ith evidence, to prevent the claims of 
the spiritists being generally accepted. At the 
same time there were so many persons of dis
tinction and of social importance who took up 
the craze that the mental balanee of the coun
try seemed to he disturbed, and religion itself 
woe likely to sufl'er because of the degrading 
superstitions and the obvious deceptions 'which 
were associated with the thoughts of immor
tality. Many of the advocates of SpiritiBnr 
claimed for it, tliat it supported a belief in a 
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future state, without ~B.ecting that numbers 
of its most trusted exponents ha.d been de-. 
tected in scandalous impostures, and that the 
manifestatioDs attributed to the spirits, ev,n 
of the great and goo4, were 80 trivial, and 
often SO repulsive, tha.t had they been true 
they could scarcely be regarded otherwise 
than as evidences of an immortal imbecility. 

The arch-medium of the period was one 
Home or Hume, who carne, it was believed, 
from Ameri";" and perhaps the attitude of the 
more sensible portion of the community may 
be illustrated by the reply of Professor Faraday 
to Sir Emerson Tennant when he was invited 
to take part in one of Home's ,ia1l.C6l. Fa.ra-
day had already turned his keen attention to 
the claims of the spiritist., and now said:-

"I do not wish to give offence to anyone, or 
to meddle with this subject again. I lost' 
much time about it formerly in the hope of 
developing Bome new force of power, but 
found nothing worthy of attention. I can 
only look at it now as a natural philosopher: 
and because of the respect dne to myself I 
will not enter upon any further attention or 
investigation, unless those who profess to have 
a hold upon the effects agree to aid to the 
nttetmost. To this purpose they must con
sent (and desire) to be as eriticaI upon the 
matter, and full of test investigation in regard 
to the subject, as any natural philosopher is 
in respect of the germs of his discoveries. How 
could electricity, that universal spirit of mat~ 
ter, ever have been developed in ita re1.&tion 
to chemical action, to magnetic action, to its 
appli.ca.tion in t.he explosion of mines, the 
weaving of silk, the extension of printing, the 
electro-telegraph, the illumination of likht.
houses, &c., except by rigid investigation 
grounded on the strictest critical reasoning, 
and the most exact and openexperiment1 And 
if these.BO called occult manifestations are Dot 
utterly worthies., tbey must and will pass 
through a like ardeal." It must be remem~ 
bered that Faraday was no sceptic in religion. 
He wns a devout member of a very small and 
simple sect of Christians who professed to 
found their belief on the doctrines of the New 
Testament; it is not surprising, therefore, that 
he could not accept the unexplained but none 

the Ie .. insignificant vagaries exhibited by the 
mediums as communications from the noble 
spirits of the just in the world beyond the 
grave. Some exposures which were subse
quently made in a trial where Mr. Home or 
Hume was the defendant, as well as the de
tection of several impositions, served to dis.. 
credit the spiritist professors, but for a long 
time the craze maintained a sinister infiuence 
and was the cause of much domestic calamity 
and social miscliief. 

The quotation which we have made from 
Faraday's letter indicates the enormous l'8r

pldity with which the application of electricity 
to industrial operations had spread. We have 
alreadyglanced atsomeof the prominent inven~ 
tiOUB and improvements which marked the ad
vances of scientific discovery: but any eompre~ 
hensive record, however brief, of the progress 
made in almost every department of engineer
ing and manufacturing skill would extend 
these pages beyond their proper limits. The 
invention of Mr. Henry Bessemer in 1855-6, 
fqr producing a special kind of steel by p ..... 
ing cold air through liquid iron, bad been of 
great importa.n.ce in our engineering works, 
and the adoption of iron-plated ships had 
necessitated the production in our a.rse~ 
and shipyards, of eDgines and tools of enor
mous power, 'by which the metal could be 
treated as though it were wood-and planed, 
drilled, and pressed into shape .with marvel
lous rapidity and precision. In the domestic 
ranks of life, improvements in the sewing
machine, which had first been iutroduced in 
America. by Howe, soon resulted in a com
plete revolution of the business of the cheap 
tailor and the seamstress. Washing-machineB, 
and various ingenious appliances of domestic 
~nveniences, many of them of American in. 
vention, C8.Dle into use; and no such rapid 
development bad taken, place in the larger 
operations of mechanical. induStry since the 
invention of the steam-hammer by Nasmytb, 
and its introduction in 1842. 

In other countries the progress of great en
terprises was also remarkable, and it may be 
remembered that, in 1861, the tunnel through 
Mont CeDis, which had previously been car-
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ned for some distance by ,manual labour, was 

continued by means of powerful ~ng-ma
chines. In England the activity of inven
tion and application appeared :to be universal 
and to affect every department of socia.l life. 
Mr. Bessemer had beside his invention for 
producing a peculiar kind uf etee~ given much 
attention to the construction of river steamers. 
Marine engineering advanced greatly, and in 
·the department of river and ocean-going ves. 
seIs the improvements were of the utmost im
portance. Indeed the 'great increase of our 
shipping, and consequently the position which 
we held as carriera for the world, was asso
ciated in its advantages With the augmentation 
of our impor18 and exports already noticed. 

The total tonnage entered andclearedat ports 
in the foreign trade in 1850 was 14,000,000 
tOIlB, and in 1860 this had increased to 
24,000,000 tona The English tonnage en· 
gaged in vessels with cargoes in 1~50 was 
9,000,000 tollB, in 1860 it had increased to 
14,000,000 tona The development of the 
steam marine was one of the great causes of 
this remarkaJ?le growth of commercial enter
prise, but this again greatly depended upon 
the development of international co~erce 
and the enterprise of exploration and discov
ery, which opened up new channels for trade 
a.nd promoted the national interests. There 
were several exploring expeditions set on 
foot during this time, and still more end ..... 
VQurs were made to open up llew commercial 
relations. 

The expedition of the Fo:& steamer, fitted 
out by Lady Franklin in 1857 and commanded 
by Captain M'ciintock, had brought home 
tidings o( the lost Franklin expedition, of the 
abandonment of the Erebru and Terror in 
the ice, tbe departure of the 105 survivors 
under the command of Captain ("'rozier to
wurda the Great Fish River, and the death of 
Sir John Franklin on the 11th of June, 1847. 
Many relics of the lost crews had been recov
ered. On the 28th uf May, 1860, the gold 
medal of the Geographical Society was pr ... 
aented to Lady Franklin and to thecommander, 
-then Sir Leopold M'Clintoek,--and Lady 
Franklin claimed for her husband the crown· . 

ing discovery of the north·weet pa.oaage, 
which cost himself and his companions their 
lives. At anyrate the north-west pa.oaage had 
been made in 1851 by Captain Maclure in the 
In'Dutigator. 

In Australia explorations of the interior 
had not had any very important result since 
the tracing of the rivera Murray, Darling, and 
Murrumbidgee by Major Mitchell in 1836; 
but the discoveries were, at all events, suffl'
cient to prove that there was no open tract 
where water could be procured, or the needs 
of a large exploring party. adequately provided 
for. 

The trade with Japan was opened up by 
English enterprise, and the J apauese govern
ment, after some difficulties, 8ubsequenUy 
became exceedingly friendly; but a was in 
Africa that the most important discoveries 
took place. In 1857 Captain Burton and Cap" 
tain. Speke,startingfrom Zanzibar ,had reached 
a great lake connected with the Nile, which, 
was named the Victoria N lanza, and much 

'later, in 1864, another large lake was discov
ered by Samuel, afterwards Sir Samuel, Baker, 
who named it the Alf?ert N yanm; but long 
before this the achievements of Livingstone 
had become knOWD in England. This famo .... 
missionary, who, as a youth, had followed the 
veteran Moffat to the land of the Bechuanaa 
in 1840, had just oompleted fresh enterpriBea 
at Tette on the east coast of Africa, to be fol· 
lowed by an expedition to the Zambesi, pro
vided for by the government With this, 
accompanied by Dr. Kirk and several scien. 
tific observers, he set out in March, 1858, 
after a stay of two years, in England, from 
which he had been previously absent for 
seventeen years during his long missiona.ry 
wanderings in U the Dark cOntinent." 

David Livingstone was one of those rare 
beinga-a practical enthusiast. Having quite 
early in life made up his mind.to a career, he 
began at once to take the means which lay 
nearest to him. for preparing for the work, 
and whatever he di.d or learned, be had the 
end he had propoeed to himself distinctly in 
view. His father was employed in the liuea 
factories of Blantyre, near Glasgow, where 
David hil\LSOlf wrought first aa a piecer·boy 
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and afterwards as a spinner; but like many 
another Scotch lad he worked hard at his 
calling during the summer and in winter at
tended the college classes. Young Liv!~gstone 
was as assiduous at Anderson's Coll~ae, Glas
gow, .as he was industrious at the Blantyre 
mills. By the time he was sixteen years old 
he had a good knowledge of Horace and Virgil, 
~d had read with avidity such books as Dr. 
Dick'. Phil .. opl'iI of Religion and Phil .. ophy 
of a Future State, besides dipping I;lretty in~ 
telligently into scientific works, and indeed 
any other books he could get hold of except 
novels, with which he had no concern. He 
had probably even then some idea of being a 
missionary, for soon afterwards he distinctly 
desired to prepare himself for becoming a 
pioneer of Christianity in China; with the 
hope that by tea.c~ing the true religion to the 
inhabitants of the fa.r East he might lead to 
the material benefit of some portions of that 
great empire. As one step towards the fulfil
ment of bis wish he commenced studying 
medicine, in which be ultimately attained some 
proficiency and passed the necessary examina
tions. At the same time, taking Patrick's 
Plant! of Lanark,hire as a manual, he made 
some progress in botany, and expl~red both the 
botany and the geology of the district. At the 
age of nineteen he was attending the medical 
and the Greek winter classes in Glasgow, and 
the divinity lectures 'of Dr. Wardlaw iIi the 
'Summer; but he was. still at work at the 
factory, where be placed his book on the 
"spinning- jenny JJ 80 that he could catch 
'Sentence after sentence while he we~t on with 
his labour, and keep up constant study undilr 
turbed by the roar of machinery. In 1838 he 
offered his services to the London Missionary 
Society, on account, he said, of the unsectarian 
eharacter of that institution, which usends out 
neither Episcopacy nor Presbyteranism, but 
the gospel of God to the heathen." Thi • ..,.ly 
expression was perhaps as illustrative of the 
broad,simple character of Livingstone's religion 
as the remarkable reference which' he long 
afterwards made to the deserted and ruined 
convents at Loanda, when he spoke of them as 
"decayed missionary establishments;" and they 
had justifi,ed the title, for he mentions it was 

"not an uncommon sight to'seea black sitting 
in the evening, with his ~re stick in one hand 
and a pen in the other, writing in a beautiful 
hand a petition to a commandant." Having 
been accepted ,as a candidate for missionary 
work he was summoned to Londou to undergo 
the usual examinations before the directol'B 
of the society, and was then sent with other 
probationers to a training establishment at 
Chipping Ongar, in Essex, where he pursued 
his studies in languages, for which he showed 
remarkable aptitude. It was a simple life that 
he led during his prohation before being 
ordained tp the work that lay before him, a.nd 
"the pale, thin, modest, retiring young man, 
with a peculiar Scotch accent," as one of his 
companions described him to be-was ready 
not only to leal'll but to labour, for we find him 
grinding the corn to make the brown-bread 
for the household, chopping the wood for the 
fires, and either alone or in company with one 
of his fellow probationers taking long walks 
of sixteen or eighteen miles. When once his 
natural reserve yielded to friendly advances 
he was found to be peculiarly frank, kindly, 
and helpful, and the variety of his ea.rly 
studies gave him many opportunities of show
ing practical fitness for the work of the pioneer, 
wlrile his healthy religious freedom was equally 
in favour of his ability to can-y the gospel to 
those who bad never heard its message of 
liberty and peace. It was no longer to China 
that he directed his attention. ' "The opium 
war" and otber occurrences had for a. time in
terfered with missionary wOl"k in tbat country, 
and he had been already looking toward. 
Africa, when, in 1840, just as he had passed 
into manhood, he was appointed to a. South 
African I1Itation. For eight or nine years he 
laboured zealously at Kolobeng in the interior 
beyond the Orange River, while Robert Mof
fat was pursuing his arduous duty in the 
same region at Kunlma.n, then the most dis
tant outpost of Christia.nity till Livingstone 
pushed onward two hundred miles further 
north. It was no wonder that these two men 
became cordially united in the work which 
they had so earnestly wldertaken, and ·their 
friendship was consolidated by the marriage of 
the young missionary :with Moffat's daughter, 
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who, with three native teachers, fanned his 
sale staff from 1845 to 1849, when he united 
the work of the explorer to that of the teacher, 
and started in search of uke Ngami, td 
which, in company of ·his wife, he made his 
"great journey n in 1852. III the ten years 
previous to 1855. he had led some indepen~ 
dept expeditions into the interior of Southern 
Africa, and had become acquainted with the 
languages, habits, and religious notions of 
several savage tribes at that time unknown to 
Eng,lishmen-. He had twice crossed the Afri
caD Continent & little south of the tropic of 
Capricorn, from the shores of the Indian 
Ocea.n to those of the Atlantic. In 1855 the 
gold. medal of the Royal Geographical Society 
was awarded to him for his services to science. 
There is no space in these pages to follow the 
·details of his discoveries-nor is it lleoessary, 
since he published a full account of his travels 
in books which have been widely circulated 
and are still read with deep interest. Before 
his return to England in 1856 it waa calculated 
that Livingstone must have passed over DO less 
thnn 11,000 mile. of land, for the meet part 
untrodden by any European, and up to that 
time believed. to be inaccessible. He returned, 
as his friend and admirer, Sir Roderick Mur
chison, said, "88 the pioneer of sound know
ledgewho,by bisastroDomieal observations,had 
detennined the sites of various places, hills, 
rivers, and lakes, hitherto nearly unknown, 
while he had seized upon every opportunity 
of describing the physical features, climatology, 
and eveD; geological structure of the countries 
which he bad explored, and pointed out many 
new sources of commerce as yet unknown.to 
the scope and enterprise of the British mer
chant.JJ Lord Ellesmere too spoke of the 
scientific precision with which the unarm.!'ld 
and unassisted English missionary bad left his 
mark upon so many important stations in 
regions hitherto blank upon our maps.- In a 
letter to the Timu Livingstone strongly re
oommen~ed the encouragement of the growth 
of cotton in the interior of Africa, as one of 
the means of, opening up commercial inter
(loume between tbis country and the tribes of 

Central and Soutbern Africa, and of gl'adually 
but certainly and finally suppressing the .I."e· 

trade and advancing human progreee and 
ci vHization. 

But Livingstone was preparing for further 
researches. Supp~rted by encouragement and 
practical aid, both from our own and from the 
Portuguese government, with personal expres
sioIlB of sincere interest from the queen and 
Prince Albert,' and after the public recogni~ 
tion of his services at a banquet at the Lon~ 
don Tavern, and the subscription of a Living~ 
stone testimonial fund by the leading mer~ 
chants, bankers, and citizens of London, he 
set out with the other members of his expedi~ 
tion to the eastern coast of Africa, where the 
Zambesi falls into the ocean. Here two small 
steamers were placed at their disposal and they 
ascended the river to the interior. The results 
of the explorations were the discovery of the 
minor lakes, Nyassa and Shirwa, and after 
traversing & great extent of country 300 
mile. to 'the north-weat of Ny...., the finding 
of the mouths of the Zambesi, and exploring 
the immense surrounding territory. The 
pr~mature attempt of the mission afterwards' 
.ent out, chieBy by Oxford and Cambridge, 
to establish a station on the banks of the 
river, failed; first, by the death of Bishop 
Mackenzie~ who fell a victim to the climate, 
aud afterwards by the hopelessness of the 
endeavour. and the necessity for its abandon
ment by Mackenzie's successor-Bishop Tozer 
-bnt the discoveries were made, and the coun~ 
try is no longer a terra incognita.. The reader 
who would leam the particula.rs of Living
stone's researches on this expedition may find 
them in the explorer's own (( narrative" of the 
discovery of a large tract of fertile soil, rich 
in cotton, tobacco, and timber, though sub
ject to periodical drought; and of. the estab
lishment of an excellent port, the capacities 
of which bad been, overlooked by previous 
travellers. Sonie of his conclusions have been 
disputed by other writers, but the enormous 
value of his discoveries could not be denied. 
In this expedition, which had been prepared 
hy members of tbe Geographical Society, and 
in which he was assisted by the advice of 

Captain Waahington,llydrographer to the ad
miralty, Commander Bedingsfield, R.N., Dr. 
Kirk of Edinburgh, Mr. Baines the African 
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and AustraJ.ian traveller, and by his ever~ 
faithful friend and companion, his devoted 
wife, he was enabled, to use the e.z.p~on 
of Sir R. MurChison, "to reach the high 
watel~heds that lie between his owuNyassa. 
.... d the Tanganyika of Burton and Speke, 

. .... d to estahlish the fact tbat those lakes did 
not communicate with each other j and that, 
if so, then there was, to say the least, a high 
probability that the Tanganyika, if it did not 
empty itself to the west, through the region 
of Congo, must find an exit for its waters 

north,,:ards by way of the N ile.JJ 

Many of the particula.rs of this slight 
sketch of Livingstone's explorations appeared 
in the Timu of January 28th, 1874, in a sad 
obituru'Y notice. But to the shadowed page 
recording bis death we may again ha:ve to turn. 
It is sufficient here to state that, in 1865, 
h. left Englaad for the tbird and last of his 
journeys to Central Africaj where, under the 
auspices of the Geographical. Society, he was 
to seek a solution of the old mystery-the 
real sources of the Nile. It will Dot be out 
of place to recall two or three simple incidents 
among the honours and congratulations that 
welcomed the missionary explorer dW'ing his 
atay in England in IB57...jj8. 

The city of Glasgow made him free of its 
time-honoured guild; the burghers of Hamil
ton, his birthplace, were proud to present to 
him the freedom of their busy towu;. and the 
manager and people of the Blantyre works, 
where he wrought as a piecer-boy, were ouly 

-too happy to meet and entertain him. Con
gratulatory addresses poured in upon him. from 
all quarters, and he received invitations out 
of Dumber to attend public meetings, to be 
got up especially to honour him; but none of 
these attentions were so ft,ffecting and signifi
cant as the spontaneous offering of the boys 
of the Stockport Ragged School, and the man· 
ner in which it was received and responded 
to. Here are the letters which explain the 
simple occllrrence. 

Wycutle Villa, 

Stockport. January. 1867. 

My dear Sir,-I think it will give you 
pleasure to receive the inclosed thirty postage 
"tampa. Mr. Jackson, the master of our 

Stockport Ragged Industrial, told his pupils 
of your journeys and adventures, and the 
motives by which you were actuated. One of 

the lads said, "Let's give him some money 1" 
aDd with o'ne consent -they resolved to do so, 
and immediately commenced a subscription • 
Some gave all their lUoney, and others, who 
had no penny, sold their marbles to obtain it. 
If you could see the lads, and knew who and 
what they are, you would be as much aston
ished as myself, and you would admit the 
Qffering is not only spontaneous, -but as munif:i
cent as the one presented you tat the Mansion 
House.--Rejoicing in your honours as homage 
done to the cause of the Saviour, I am, dear 
sir, yours very respectfully, 

Rev. Dr. Livingsto:ne. J OBlf THORNTON. 

l1taaioD House, Bloomfield Street, 
LOndon. 2Sd January, 1867. 

My dear Sir,-I beg you will assure the 
boys, who so generously expressed their ap
probation of my labours in Africa, that no
thing has delighted me more since my return 
to Englaud than their honest, sponta.neou~ 
deed. I give them all' my warmest thanks, 
from a heart overflowing with emotion, and 
wishing that God may abundantly bless them 
with His fa.vour and love. I have very little 
time to write to anyone, as I am eDgaged in 
the pl'eparation of' a D~tive of my late ex

plorations, and must keep my word with one 
hundred and ten' poor native Africans, who 
accompanied me from the centre of the country 
to the east coast, and now await the fulfilment 
of my promise at Tetto.. I ought to be back 
to them in April, but I fear, after all I can 

do, I must be about two months later than 
my appointed time in April. Were it not 
for this, I should try and visit the boys and 
speak with them; but as this can scarcely be, 
I would just commend them all to the care of 
our blessed Lord Jesus, and ask them to try 
Him as their friend and guide through life. 
They may make Him their confidant, for He 
listens to every prayer wafted to Him from 
the lowliest 1?osom. "In Him we live, and 
move, and have our being;n and He is 88 ten
der and compassionate to every one of them, 
and knows all their cases and cares, 88 if they 
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were the only persons in the world. And 
then, if they are like Him, they will all ehow 
love to every one abo'ut them, and to every
thing beautiful, and good, and true. 

"He prayeth best who loveth best, 
All things, both great and small; 

For the dear Lord. to whom we pray, 
He made and loveth all JI 

Thanking you and them again for your 
most friendly feelingo, and hoping that they 
may not again deprive themselves of any 
comfort, I am, dear sir, yours most truly, 

DA VlD LIVINGSTONE. 

l£r. John Thornton, Stockport. 

While on the subject of Africa we may 
glance at a singular controversy whieh was 
revived in 1859, the associations of which are 
more important than the discussion itself. As 
early 88 i84 7 several rumours had reached 
England of the discovery in Central Africa of 
an enormOUB ape, the conformation of which 
was said to approach 80 nearly to that of man 
that it might be regarded aa the link between 
the huma.n bejng and the brute creation. This 
creature, it was said, frequently walked up
right; 'was of such enormous strength that it 
was scarcely afraid of the lion; could climb, 
trees, from which it would reach down ita long 
arm, clutch a passing native by the throat, 
and strangle him in its powerful grasp. It 
had been known to arm itself with an enor
mous bludgeon, and to lie upon a branch 
waiting to stun other animals as they passed 
beneath, or even furtively to a.ttack the 
elephant. Its muscular force was prodigious, 
ita fierceness terrible, and though it showed 
little intelligence,and was called by the negroes 
lithe stupid old mau," it was supposed to po&

BeS8 a kind of malicioUB and self-protecting 
oraft. Only some part of the skeletons and the 
crania of the animals were -first sent here, but 
in 1859 a young specimen was captured and 
forwarded to Em·ope. Professor Owen lectured 
upon the formation of the "gorilla., 11 as it 
was called, and pointed out ~e differences 
between its 8truct~re and that of the lowest 
order of negro. The newspapers were full of 
it, and serious orthodox people felt some alarm 
leat the confirmation, or supposed, confirmation, 

of these reJ10rts ehould do injury to religious 
belief, while others were rather disgusted at 
being suspected of baving had 80 repulsive an 
ancestor. 

At the end of the year 1859, however, the 
U missing link" had become a byword because 
of the agitation caused by Dr. Darwin's 
theory of "the origin 'of species'J by natural 
selection, which very few people had given 
themselves the trouble toexamine or to under
stand, but about which there was an almost 
universal outcry of praise, ridicule, fear, 01' 

condemnation. A very large number of those 
who are sometimes spoken of as "the religious 
world» were at once in violent hostility to the 
theory, which, without hesitation, was declared 
to be opposed to revealed truth, and to be de
structive of the very foundations of faith. It 
did not seem to occur to these reasoners that 
their own faith could have little fou.Ddation if 
it could be upset by a mere scientific specula.
pan; and the more thoughtful minds were not 
indisposed to wait for further explanations of 
what the eminent naturalist meant, before pro
nouncing that either revelation or belief :was 
end8.Dgered by his theorizing. There were, on 
the other hand, people who repelled the Dotion 
of the development of species, because it was, 
they thought, opposed to the true dignity of 
man as an intelligent, emotional, and re

flecting being, with a spiritual nature. Men 
like Kingsley,. and of Course a great many of 
less calibre, were at first vehemently against 
it. While they treated such speculations with 
serious rebuke and sarcasm, the wits and 
humorists, whether they accepted the theory 

.. or not, found in it an endless theme for jests 
and comic illustrations. The rash critics who, 
like Kingsley, knew enougb of natufal history 
to give the subject some subsequent examina
tions, afterwards mitigated and many of them 
tacitly revoked their former conclusions. On 
strict u.ammation the theory-and it was only 
put forward as a. theory-became much less 
dangerous to sacred beliefs and the truths of 
revelation tben had been suppoeed. Those who 
had already necessarily accepted the scientific 
conclusions from geological discoveries had 
to redect that an ahaolutely literal inter
pretation of our version of the first book of the 
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Scriptures need not be insisted on &9 a test of 
orthodoxy,. and numbers of men of science 
known to be devout and pious Christians were 
ready to give their admiration, if DOt their im
mediate adhesion, to the extensive ge~eraliza
tiOD which had resulted in speculations so 
wide and yet so inclusive as those of Darwin. 
The theory of natural selection, that is) of the 
preservation of favoured races in the struggle 
for existence, represented that during (to long 
course of descent, species of plants and animals 
are modified by the selective preservation of 
slightly varied forms, adapted somewhat better 
than their fellows to t~e circumstances in 
which they are placed. The modification of 
species was DOt an absolutely new doctrine, 
and even Darwin, who camed it out to what 
he believed to be legitimate conclusions, did 
not confidently assert how far it would extend. 
He did DOt assert, he merely indicated by ex
pressing his own convictions. He had put 
forth a suggestion,and though his own obsetvlt
tiona had led him to regard it as a conclusive 
discovery, he left it to be verified by others as 
he thought he had verified it to himself. U I 
cannot doubt," he said, U that the theory of . 
descent, with modification, embraces all the 
members of the same class. I believe that 
animals have descended from at most only 
four or five progenitors, and plants from an 
equal or lesser number/' But speculatively 
he went farther. II Analogy would lead me 
one step farther," he said, (( namely, to the 
belief that all animals and plants have de
scended from some one prototype; but this 
inference is chiefly grounded on analogy, and 
it is immaterial whethel' or not it be accepted. 
The case is different with the members of each 
great class, as the Ve-rtebrata, the Articulata, 
&c. j for here we have distinct evidence that 
all ha.ve descended from a single parent." 

This of course is not the place to discuss the 
probable truth or error of such conclusions j 
we have only to concern ourselves for the 
moment with their historical relations, and to 
note that the opinions of the greater number 
of Darwin's opponents were soon afterwards 
modified or retracted. In less than ten yeara 
Professor Huxley (who was one of the earliest 
and most ardent advocatf>B of the Bame theory) 

could say in a lecture at the Royal Institution, 
that so rapidly had these conclusions been 
accepted and established th.t he began to 
think they would shortly require for tbeir 
welfare. little healthful opposition. This of 
course was a. somewhat humorous way of 
putting it j Dut it is a very striking fact that 
a statement which, when first definitely put 
forth in November, 1859, was received with a. 
.storm of ridicule, indignation, and even exe
cration,soon came to be regarded with quiet at
tention, and though it continued to be opp08e~ 
on scientific as well as 9n religious gz:,ounds, 
gained considerably by the reaction which suc
ceeded its first reception. F;ducated and even 
half educated people who had been among 
those who raised the outcry against the pro
pounder of the theory and had loaded him 
with epithets, began to be • little .. h.med of 
having so treated a man who was known to 
be a. devout believer in, religion, and who 
concluded his treatise by s,ying: "From the 
war of nature, from famine aud de"&th, the 
most exalted object which we &reo capable of 
conceiving, namely, the production of the 
higher animals, directly follows. There is 
grandeur in this view of life, With its several 
powers, having been originally breathed by 
the Creator into a few forms or into one; and 
that whilst this planet has gODe cycling on,ac
cording .to the fixed law of gravity, from so 

, simple a beginning endless forms most beauti
ful and most wonderful have ·been and are 
beiulJ"evolved." 

Charles Darwin may be said to have been 
a born scientific investigator. His father was 
Dr. R. W. Dal'Win, F.R.S., his grandfather 
the famous Dr. Erasmus Da.rwin, author of 
the iJotanic Garden and ZOOMmia. .From 
Shrewsbury grammar-school he went to Edin
burgh University for two years, and thence 
to Cambridge, where he took his degree in 
1831, when he was twenty4wo years old. In 
the same year, baving heard that Captain 
Fitzroy, who was about to sail on a voyage of 
circumnavigation in her majesty's ship Beagle, 
had offered to share his cabin with any com
petent naturalist, Darwin applied for the ap
pointment. His" Journal of Researches into 
the Geology and N .tural History of the 
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V srious Countries visited during the Voyage 
of H.M.S. Beagle round the world" is the 
delightful record of this jonrney, and shows 
how ardently the young naturalist had pur
sued his studies in zoology and geology, and 
how widely they had reached in various areas 
of inquiry, though botany was the favourite 
pursuit. This voyage vastly increased the 
scientific k~owledge of the young inquirer, 
but it permanently iDjured his health, and 
lOwed the seeds of weakness of the chest and 
heart, the disease of which he died. But 
Darwin, though he was frequently an in
valid, performed an amazing amount of work 
requiring great patience and arduous atten
tion, and he lived to be seventy-three, hRving 
read two papers before the Linnrean Society' 
only a year before his death, at about the 
time of the publication of a remarkable work 
on earthworms, respecting which his investi
gations had shown the enormous importance 
of the part they play in the world, by grsdn
ally covering the surface of the earth with a 
layer of mould. 

Darwin received the gold medal of the Royal 
Society in 1M3, and the W oll .. ton Palladian 
medal of the Geological Society in 1859. In 
"1875 the University of Leyden conferred upon 
him the bODOrn.ry degree of M.D., and in 
IB7( the University of Cambridge made him 
a Doctor of LaWs. He' married in 1839 
the granddaughter of Josiah Wedgwood, 
F.R.S., the well-known manufacturer of ar~ 
tistie earthenware. We have n~ted that his 
work OD the Origin of Speciu had, even at 
the period which we are n~w considering, 
begun to find acceptance with many, and was 
no longer mentioned with such detestation as 
it had met with on its first appearance. Of 
tha.t book he afterwards said: "It seemed to 
me Bufficient to indiCAte that by this work 
'light would be thrown ou the origin of man. 
and his history"" for this implied that mnn 
"mnst be included with other organic beings 
in any general conclusion respecting 1Ns man
Def of appearance on this earth.'l These words 
occur ill a more recent and even more start.
ling book, the Ducent 0/ Nan, in which Dar
win dealt at length, and boldly, with that sub
ieet 011 which he had hitherto deemed it well 

to be reticent, and presented man as descend
ing from a hairy quadruped" furnished with 
a tail and pointed ears, and prohsbly a climber 
of trees, and traced back the cbsin of descent 
until he found as the progenitor of all the 
vertebrate animals, SOUle aquatic creature with 
brain, heart, and other organs imperfectly 
developed. This book gave ,another shock to 
those (a greet majority of course) who had not 
accepted the conclusions of the former ODej 
but it is to be noted that it was received with 
very different demonstrations as a theoretical 
contribution to science, by a man, who had 
already implied that he would not stop short 
in tracing the development of the higher 
organizations from the extremest point of 
animal life, and who saw in this theory a 
nobler conception of Divine creative power 
than in that usually received and adopted. 

Whatever opinions ma.y be held on the sub
ject, it cannot be doubted that the minute 
investigations and avowed conclusions of Dr. 
Darwin and of Mr. Huxley-who may rather 
be regarded as his independent colleague and 
supporter than as his follower-bave done 
much to change the scope and metbod of scien
tific inquiry and experiment, in relation to the 
remoter fOrIDS of animal and vegetable life 
and orgaDiza.tiono 

We must now return to glance at what 
was going on in parliament, and that reminds 
us that we have not quite do~e with the 
financial statement of 1860, and with all that 
was involved by the adoption of the terms of 
the COIIlmercial treaty with France. We have 
already. seen that some agitation had been 
m~e at various periods for the abolition of 
the tax .. OD paper. On the 2d of February, 
1869, a demonstration against the retention of 
excise or any other duties on paper bad been 
made at Exeter HalL Mr. Milner Gibson 
presided, and was supported by a number of 
influential gentlemell. Mr. William Cham
beno of Edinburgh made a telling speeeb, and 
was followed by Dr. Watts, who represented 
that the paper..duty was a tax on literature, 
an obstruction to education, a.n impediment to 

commerce, and a hindrance toproductioDj that 
it interfered with the procees of mauufacture, 
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repressed industry, and injUl'ed the public 
revenue. The meeting called upon Mr. Gib
son still further to press the I;Iouse of Com~ 
moDS on the subject of the abolition of the 
duties, so.that in the ensuing session a'i-range
menta might be made to dispense with the 
tax. A petition to the House of Commons 
was then unanimously adopted. 

The abolition of these taxes came not un· 
naturally into the scheme of the commercial 
treaty, ~nd the provisions of the budget of 
1860 included the remission DOt only of the 
excise duty on paper, but of the import duty 
on paper coming from abroad. 

That duty had been three-halfpence a pound, 
and some of the principal paper-makers in 
the country represented that it was no more 
than sufficient to enable them to hold their 
own against foreib'D. competition. The reply 
to this was that the abolition of the excise 
duty not only required, but, by the terms of 
the commercial treaty, demanded, the remis
sion of the import duty on paper coming from 
France. One of the clauses of that treaty pro
vided that we should have the right of placing 

au import duty on French goods of sufficient 
amount to counterbalance any excise duty 
which might be laid on the same class of goods 
in England, and it was argued that this 
should be honourably interpreted to mean 
that the abolition of the excise duty on au 
article required the free admission of the same 
kind of article from France. This was regarded 
as rather a straineu interpretation of the pro-
vision of the treaty, hut the paper-makers had 
another argument in the fact that while it was 
proposed to remit the import duty on French 
paper, the French would maintain Buch a large 
export duty on their rags (the ~w material of 
paper), that they could not be obtained in the 
English market except at a price which placed 
our manufacturers undel" a considerable dis
advantage. Hitherto thel'e had heen a pl'Ohi
bition of the export of rags from Fl'ance, and 
though an export duty was to be adopted in
stead of absolute prohibitiou, the abandonment 
of the duty on foreign pn.per coming to this 
country while the supply of foreign rags to 
English paper-ma.kers was saddled with a duty 
which greatly enhanced their cost, was & dis. 

tinct injue,tice. The controversy on this ques
tion was long and sometimes violent,and it was 
admitted at the time that there was inequality 
of interests from ,which English paper-makers 
would suffer, but on the other hand it was 
argued tha.t the general benefits to be derived 
from the treaty could not be rejected, much 
less could the a.vowed principles of free-trade 
be disavowed for the sake of maintaming the 
balance of advantage for one particular indus
try. Looking at the question from the point 
of view'of the consumer it was asked why the 
benefito of our free-trade policy should he 
restricted because of the remaining U pl·otec
tive" legislation of the French government, 
and why an import duty should be maintained 
on French paper for the purpose of making 
pa.per in England dearer than it otherwise 
would be. The opponents of the Paper Duties 
Bill, which formed, as it were, a sep&1'ate part 
of the general financial measure, we.re ~ti ve' 

i and were able to secure the support of influen
tial ooiends, so that although the second read
ing was carried in the House of Commons by 
a majority of 53, that majority was relluced 
to 9 on the third reading. This result en-

i coumged an effort to oppose the bill in the 

I 

House of Lords, an.d the effort was for a time 
successful. Lord Monteagle (formerly Mr. 
Spring Rice aud Wllig chancellor of the ex

I chequel') gave notice of a motion to reject the 
bill, and Lord Derby and Lord Chelmsford 
agreed to support him. 

A crisis was' imminent, becaus~J if the Lords 
claimed the power to reject this portion of the 
financial ~heme of the chancellor of the ex
chequer, they thereby demanded the authority 
to in~rfere with, or reimpose, the taxation of 
the country in opposition to the Com moIlS. 
There were thOl;;e, and among them the aged 
Lord Lyndhurst, who argued that, though the 
Peers had not exerted authQrity to aJ,ter a 
money bill, they had a right to refuse their 
assent to a. repeal of taxation, and that this 
was au instance in which tIle exercise of that 
right would be justi6ed~ Lord' Cranworth, 
the lord chancellor, on the other hand, urged 
that the proposed course, if not strictly speak
ing an unconstitutional proceeding, was so 
thinly separated fl'OlO it that the distinction 
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would be imperceptible to ordinary minds. 
But the House of Lords had been apparently 
well canvassed. As was afterwards the case 
in the Church Rate Bill, the majority in fa.vour 
of the repeal of the paper duty had dwindled 
in the ~ouse of Commons. A considerable 
number of the members of the Upper H.ouse 
went down to have ~heir fling at the chancellor 
of the exchequer and the free-traders. When 
the Paper Duties Bill was brought up it was 
rejected .on the second reading by a majority 
of eighty-niue, and the Lords had assumed a 
right, which it was afterwards averred they 
had heen distinctly prohibited from claiming 
by repeated decisions entered upon parlia.
mentary records, to the effect that the whole 
provision for supply and for the taxation, or 
the remission of the taxation of the country, 
I'eBted with the Commons alone. To say the 
Jeast of it, this action of the Lords was a very 
serious challenge to the Lower House, and a 
direct claim of power to annul its financial 
plaus. It was expected that a collision be
tween the two houses must follow, and there 
was some surprise, if not actual disappoint
ment, when it W8.1 found that Lord Palmer
ston was quite unlikely to accept the decision 

. against the paper duties as a teason for a 
ministerial crisis. Probably he cared almost 
as little about the reMission of the duties, or 
the free importation of foreign paper, as the 
majority of the opponents of the measure; 
but he cared a great deal about not being 
exposeel to the necessity for resignation or for 
the dissolution of parliament, or' even for 
rnising a whirlwind of defiance of the Lords. 
He was growing old j he was in power, and 
was likely to remain so for some time longer. 
He had DO desire to initiate or to champion 
further political reforms, and the free-tmde 
movement had gone rather beyond the tether 
which he had regerded as the extent of its 
()perations. His policy wa.s to quiet both 
houses, if possible to induce the Lords to 
recede by making the way to back out easy 
fOr them, and to avoid the break up of the 
government, which might follow the persistent 
rejection of the scheme of the chancellor of the 
ezchequep, on whose financial achievements 
he afterwards had to rely in order to support 

the claims of the ministry ageinet an attack 
upon its general policy. lnatead of assailing 
the House of Lords, the prime minister gave 
notice that he should move for a select com
mittee to examine the journals of the House 
of Lords for precedents for the course which 
had been adopted in that house with regard 
to the bill for the repeal of the paper dutiea, 
and disclaimed allY intention on the part of 
the government of taking steps which might 
bring the two houses into collision. The com
mittee was appointed. It was little more than 
a formality j but it ser'Ve~ to delay agitation, 
and delay to popular agitation usually means 
its prevention, As a matter of fact, however, 
though there was a good deal of apparent ex
citement, which was kept up by the popular 
cheap ne.,.spapers and by thoee who felt in 
ito full force the antagonism of the Lords, 
the public took the matter almost as coolly 88 

Lord Palmerston did. Not because they were 
altogether indifferent to the question in ita 
relation to free~trade, nor because they did 
not understand the danger of the precedent 
which the House of Lords sought to establish; 
but for the reason that they refused to believe 
in the proba.bility of the House of Commons 
ultimately giving way. On this occasion, as 
on ~aDY others, Palmerston bad pretty aCCll
rately noted the temper of the country; He 
thought he saw. a p~ble way out of the diffi
culty by gi ring time for the antagonists of the 
Paper Duties Bill to reflect. The committee 
took two months to consider what they should 

,say. What the majority &e,OTeed to say was in 
effect, that they could hardly decide that the 
privileges of the House of Commons made it 
actqally unconstitutional for the House of 
Lonls to reject ~ bill imposing a particular 
tax. Mr. Bright, who was on the committee, 
was in the minority, and drew up a statement 
contending, and giving weighty reasons for 
the contention, that the power to refuse the 
repeal 01 a tax, when that repeal had been 
voted by the House of Commons, was equiftl..
lent to depriving the latter of 'its absolute 
coutrol over the taxation of the coUntry, 
There can be little doubt that this view was 
sound, or the principle of taxation and rep~ 
&entation going together would have to lMt 
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abandoned. However, ~hen the discussion 
came on (on the 5th of July), numbers' of 
petitions were presented, praying the house 
to maintain its right of dealing with all mea,.. 
sures for taxation. 

It may be assumed that there were special 
reasons for Lord Palmerston's reluctapee to 
injure the susceptibility of.. the Lords, or to 
provoke the opposition by violently resenting 
the rejection of the Paper Duties Bill. It is . 
possible that he may have recognized among 
the leaders of the Conservative party an inw 
c1lnation to 'give his government 'a general ' 

support on certain conditions. That this in
clination existed soon afterwards we learn 
from a J>lIS!&!le in Th. Life of the Prine< 
Comort, which mentions that on the return of 
the court to Windsor on the 12th of January, 
1861, among the visitors was Lord P~erston, 
with whom arrangements were then made for 

the dowry and &IlIluity to be asked for from 
parlia~ent u~n the matriage of the Princess 
Alice, who was betrothed to Prince Louis of 
Hesse. 

"One of the visitors who followed Lord 
Palmerston was Mr. Disraeli, from whom the 
prince gathered the general views of the 
Conservative opposition as to their policy in 
the approaching session. Their strength was 
~nsidernble, composed, as they were, of a. 
compact body of three hundred members; but 
they had no wish for the return of their leaders 
to office, and, indeed, were anxious to streng
then the. hands of the government in a bold 
national policy. A movement for a reduction 
of the expenses of our armaments, which had 
been iuitiated by Mr. Cobden and his friende, 
and had taken ~he shape of a'letter to Lord 
Palmerston, signed by about sixty members 
of pafliament, calling for such a reduction, 
had shown the existence of a. considerable 
division in the ranks of the usual ministerial 
supporters. Many of the latter had, however, 
declined to sanction this appeal, believing, to 
use the expression of one of their number, 
General de Lacy Evans, 'that it was neither 
safe nor expedient to disarm the country.' 
But the working majority of the government 
was not so large as to make the defection, on 
queatioDS of fiwwce, of so large a sectiou of 

their party otherwise th&llembarrassing. The 
Conservative party, Mr. Disraeli stUd, were, in 
no way inclined to take advantage of this 
state of things. On the contrary, they were 
prepared to support the government; all they 
required fro·m them in return being that they 
should state explicitly the principles of their 
policy, and not enter into a line of what he 
termed 'democratic finance.' These remarks 
were made without reserve, and in communi
cating their. tenor to Lord Palmeraton (24th 
January) the prince added :-' Mr. Disraeli 
said no minister since Mr. Pitt had been so. 
powerful as you might be. The Conservative 
pa.riy was ready not only to give general sup
port to &. steady and patriotic policy, but even 
to help tbe minister out of scrap .. if he got 
into any.'11 

The increased armaments had, in fact, been 
suggested by Prince Albert himself after he 
bad noticed the Cherbourg defences and the 
augmentation of the French navy; but Lord 
Palmerston showed h~msel! willing to take up 
the scheme of providing for the "national 
defences JJ with remlP'kable celerity. Mr. 
Gladstone, on the other hand, was opposed to 
the expenditure, for such a purpose, of the 
revenues which had been secured by the 
operation of "democratic bance JJ so far as it 
had gone, and he was committed not oill,y to 
a free-trade budget, but to upholding that 
pol'tion of it which was included in the Paper 
Duties Bill against the interfe:.:ence of the 
House of Lords, which he designa.ted "the 
most gigantic and da.ngerous invasion of the 
rights of the Commons which has occurred 
in modem times." ~ 

But to return to the meeting of parliament 
on the 5th of July, 1860. Lord Palmeraton'.· 
pacific attitude towards the House of Lords 
was then made 'manifest. The house was 
crowded: the gravity of the situation had 
produced considerable exci~ement. Notices 
had been given of strongly expressed resolu
tions on the question of privilege. They 
gave wa.y to Lord Palmerston's intim&tion that 
he had resolutions to bring before the house. 
Those resolutions were :-

1. II That .the right, of granting aids and 
supplies to the Crown is in the Commons 
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alone, 88 an essential part of their constitutioD; , 

and the limitation of all such grants, as to 
matter, manner, measure, and time, is only in 
them. ' 

~. "That although the Lords ha"Ve exercised 
the p~wer of rejecting bills of several descrip~ 
tiona relating to taxation ~y nega.tiving the 
whole, yet the exercise of that power by them 
has not been frequent, and is justly regarded 
by this house with peculiar jealousy as affect;.. 
ing the righte of the CommoDB to grant the 
Buppl~es, and to provide the-ways and means 
for the service of the year. 

3. "That to guard for the future lOgainot an 
nndue exercise of that power by the Lords, 
and to secure to the CommoDs their rightful 
control over taxation and supply, this house 
has in its own. hands the power. so to impose 
and remit taxes and to frilme bills of supply 
that the right of the Commons as to the mat

ter, manner, measure, and time may be main

t.a.ined inviolate.'" 
These resolutions were carried, but they 

were not received with any great sa.tisfactiOD. 
It was felt by the Liberale that 1>hey evaded 
that vindication of the righte nf the House of 
Commons which might have been demanded, 
and that the House of Lorda was treated with 
a studied forbearance which was too much like 
deference. Palmerston himseH felt that this 
was the conclusion which might be drawn 
from his resolutions, and commended 'them to 
parliamentwitb the rather dubious explanation 
that as the House .of Lords had been encour
aged by the diminished majority in the Lower 
House on the l third reading of the proposed 
jlill, it would be better to he .. tiefied with. 
mere'declaration of eoWltitutional privileges. 

There was something of Paltuerston's usual 
adroitness in these Te8OIutions. His bio
grapher' haa told us that while he wished to 
build a bridge for the retreat of the Lords, he 
had two colleaguea in his cabinet who 'Were 
committed far tOo deeply by their expressions 
of wrath .t what they termed an outrageous 
invasion of the liberties of the people, te per· 

. mit them passing the matter over in silence. 
The resolutions were accepted, but neither 

1 The Bon. Evelyn AlSblel. 

Milner G~bson nor Gladstone were likely to 
regard them with complacency; and though 
the latter aaid that they had done all that lan
guage could do, to defend the honour nf the 
house, he was prepared to go further and to re-
serve to himself the right of acting. The pre
oedente quoted, he aaid, had not touched in the 
slightes~ degree the case under consi,deratioD. 
There was a great difference between the 
House of Lords advising an alteration in a 
money-bill and rejeeting the repeal of a tax. 
The Hou.. of CommoDe had doclan:d that 
they could spare from the revenue of the 
country .£1,125,000 of the taxation, and having 
an option between the tea and the paper 
duties .. to which. they should remit, they 
choee that which they believed would prove 
mor~ beneficial to the country, though, per
haps, not the moo· popular. The reouJt had 
been that the House of Lorde had choeen to 
assume to themselves the power of dictating 
to the House of Commone, and of oaying that 
the country could not spare such a remission 
of taxation. Mr. Gladetone maintained that 
the house had the undoubted right to aeleet 
the manner in whioh the people should be 
taxed, and they were bound to preserve intact 
that precioue depoait. He reeerved to himself 
the privilege of submitting such practieal
measures as would give e1fect to the resolu
tions. 

ThOBll practieal measuree were that the 
remission of ,the paper duties was brought 
forward again in a' house where five hundred 
members, including the speaker, were present, 
a. very unusual Dumber in a. house near the end 
of .the session, but they come in response to 
urgent appeals. Mr. Gladetone repreeented 
that the question involved great commercial 
principiee and obligatioDB of hononr and poliry 
in relation to a contract with France. For 
the sake of the paper-makel'8 themselves it 
would be desirable at once to settle the ques
tion. In the opinion nf the law officers of the 
crown the obligation of the treaty was un
doubted, and the legal authorities of France 
conourred in this opinion. The question was 
aleo one of policy, and this last article which 
claimed proteetion was the touchetone to be 
applied to old and to new friende of free-trade. 
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His proposition was to remove 80 much of the 
customs duty on foreign paper as exceeded the 
amount of the excise duty on that at home, 
and it was carried by a majority of thirty
three. The announcement was receivea..with a 
burst of cheering from the Liberal heoches 
which lasted for some minutes, even after the 
chancellor of the exchequer rose to propose 
that the remission of tbe paper duties should 
be exteuded to other countries beside France, 
which 'Was also agreed to. 

The question of total abolition of the duties 
was deferred till the following session, and 
during the interval WlIB widely discussed 
throughout the oountry. What will the 
LtmIs do! and what will Gladstone do! 
were the two questiODS that were asked 
when the house m~t in 1861 and everybody 
was anxiously awaiting the statements of the 
budget. If the budget of 1860 hod aroused 
intense interest in the country, that of 1861 
was still more exciting. Every avenue to the 
bouse was crowded by persons hoping for 
a cha.nee to gain admission, while within the 
walls every seat was appropriated. . The win
ter of 1860 had been terribly severe, ""d there 

_ was much suffering in many parts of the 
country, especially in Lancashire. There had 
been a deficientJmrvest, and in BOme respects 
the revenue had been overestima.ted. How 
would he provide for a prohable deficiency! 
Would (I the financia.l freaks of the ~hancellor 
of the exchequer,D as Lord Derby at the begin- , 
ning of the session called the firumciaJ. policy 
of the government, avail to enable him to 
maintain his position in remitting the paper 
duty! " 

He was able to do that and more. The 
audience which sa.t almost breathless to listen 
to the masterly scheme which he propounded 
were once more constrained to admire the 
'clear explanations, the telling emphasis, the 
complete acquaintance with every detail, dis
played in a speech which added the charm of 
a clear musical voice of BURtained power and 
tone to an unhesitating delivery, and was emi
nently successful in enforcing comprehensive 
statements of facts and figures by the appeals 
and the illustrations that belong to oratory. 
II In the beautiful tragedy of Schiller," be said, , 

'f Mary Queen of Scots is made to say of her
self, II have been much hated, but I have also 
been much b~oved" and I think I may say 
with equal truth that the financial legislation 
of last year, w.hile I do not mean to contend' 
that it was not unacceptable to many, met, as 
a whole, with signal support from a great body , 
of public opinion in this country." The past 
year, he reminded his hearers, had been sig
nalized by the commercial trea.ty with France, 
by the removal of great national burdens, ~d 
by the abolition of the last protective duty 
from our system, but it was a. year of the 
largest expenditure that had occurred in time 
of peace, and it was characterized by an un
paralleled severity of the seasons. Apart from 
the consideration of two millions voted for the, 
fortifications at the close of the year the esti
ma.ted expenditure had been £73,664,000, 
while the actual expenditure was only 
£72,842,000, leaving a balance of £822,000. 
But while the revenue in 1859 bad be""en 
£71,089,000, it was only £70,283,000 in 1860, 
making a decrease of £80,0,000, 80 that while 
in 1859 there was a. favourable balance of 
£1,200,000 there was in 1860 an apparent de
ficiency of £2,559,000, which, with certain 
deductions, would actually stand at £221,000, 
the difference being partly aceounted for by 
the fact that the preceding year was leap-yeal', 
and tbat Good Friday and the day following 
had been reckoned in the one year and not in 
the other. The revenue from customs had 
80mew hat exceeded the estimate, and that 
from excise bad fallen rather below it, accord
ing to the rule that in a. bad year what was 
lost by excise would be gained by cu~ms. 
The loss on articles on which duties had been 
Te~uced fell below the estima.te, that on wine 
beillg only £493,000 insteod of £830,000, 
which WlIB the amount calculated. There hod 
been a considerable increase in the importation 
of French wines, but it was necessary for the 
public taste to undergo some change before 
the full effect of the reduction of duty would 
be, ~xperieuced. 

The deficiency in the excise arose on three 
articles, hope, malt, and spirits. With regard 
to the question of trade as affected by the 
French treaty: had there been a want of em-
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ployment among the people of this country, or 
had other circumstances been such as to dim
inish the revenue -below an adequate amount, 
the provisions made by the previous year's 
provident legislation would have been seen to 

have had a still more marked effec:;t in pre
venting what would have been a very unsatis

factory condition of affairs. 
He emphatically told the house that look. 

ing at the whole course of proceedings, from
first to last, DO ODe could conceive a more 
loyal, thorough, intelligent, unflinching deter. 
mination than had been exhibited by the 

ministers of FraDce, under the animating 
spirit and guidance of the emperor, to give 
full eft'ect alike to the terms and to the prin. 
ciples and spirit of the treaty, not for the sake 
of British interests, nor· with any mere wish' 
of conciliating England, but for the sake of 
the intereets of France. With regard to the. 
. effect of the measures of 1860, the export 
trade of the previous year was £136,000,000 
of declared value (ae against £130,000,000 in 
1859), and this wae the Iargeet ever known. 
There had been an increase in several imported 
articles: bu~r~ cheese, eggs,..and rice gave an 
increase of £7,000,000 in 186~, as compared 
with £4,000,000 in 1859; and these were 
articles on which small customs duties had 
been abolished. The importation of corn bad 
risen from some £17,000,000 in 1859 to 
£38,1&4,000 in 1880, a fearfnl proof of the 
failure of production in this country, but an 
equally cogent proof of the value of that 
legislation which had removed all obstruction 
to the importation of that article of necessity. 
Articles of import on which the duties still 
remained had been about the same. The 
articles on which there had been a reduction 
of duty in the previoUs year were in value, in 
1859, £11,346,000, and in 1860 £13,323,000, 
whUe those on which the duty had heen abol· 
ished in the previous year were in 1859, in 
value, £16,735,000, and in 1860 £22,630,000, 
an increase of nearly six millions and a balf. 

The estimated expenditure for the coming 
year was £69,9OP,OOO, - and the estimated 
revenue £71,823,000. It was therefore pro
poeed to remit the additional penny which 
had been imposed on the income-tax in 1860, 

which would cause a 1081 to the cunent finan

cial year of £850,000, and to repeal the duty on 
paper on the first of the following Octoher, 
hy which the revenue wonld lose about 
£665,000. It had heen pressed upon the gov· 
ernment that there should be a remission of 
the duties on tea. and Bugar; but these it had 
been decided to continue in favour of the 

greater benefite to he derived from taking the 
penny from the income-tax and abolishing the 
paper duties. 

,In considering the financial coJidition of 
the country, it had been neceam.ry to advert 
to the growing expenditure. In .1858 the 
Bum voted was under £64,000,000, while in 
1861 it was nearly £74,000,000-an increase 
of £10,000,000 in three years j £9,000,000 of 
taxes being imposed to meet those require
mente, . whUe of temporary reeou"";' only 
£2,700,000 had been called in aid for that 
purpose. The balances in the exchequer in 
March, 1861, were £6,522,000. All regarded 
the national debt, £1,000,000 of exchequer 
bonde had heen paid oft', hut replaeed hy a new 
set to the Bame amount. The addition to the 
d.ebt, exclusive of money for fortifications, was 
£480,000. As compared with 1853 there bad 
been large ~mi8sionB of ta.xation and unfa.. 
voul'able seasons j but although 1860 was far 
worse in this latter respect, it would be found 
that the immediate. and palpable effect of 
remissions of taxation presented a :remark
able contrast. In 1853 there were remitted 
£1,500,000 of customs duties, which loss was 
made up; and more, by the end of that year. 
The gain on the year in excise duties was 
.£900,000. In 1860 the excise ~ught to have 
produced a gain of £1,945,()()O, hut it had only 
produced a gain of £265,000. But the ex
penditure of 1854 was, of imperial e:r.peDdi~ 
ture, £56,000,000 j and local expenditure, 
£16,000,000: total, £72,000,000. In 1880 the 
imperial expenditure was £73,000,000, the 
local charge £18,000,000: total, £91,000,000, 
or an ,increase of nearly £20,000,000 in seven 
years. 

In l"eference to this enormous augmentation 

of expenditure Mr. Gladstone concluded his 
financial statement by saying:-

" We have seen this country during the last 



THE INCREASED NATIONAL ¥xpENDITURE. 

few years without European war, but under 
a burden of taxation such as, out of a. Euro
pean war, it never was called upon to bear; 
we have also seen it last year under the pres
sure of a season of blight, such as ha.Edly any 
living man can recollect; yet, on looking 
abroad over the face of England, no one is 
sensible of any signs of decay, least of all can 

such an apprehension be felt with regard to 
tbose attributes wbich are perhaps the highest 
of aU, and on which most of all dependa our 
national existence-the spirit and courage of 
the country. It is needless to say that neither 
the sovereign on the throne, nor the nobles 
and the gentry that fill the place of the gallant 
chieftains of the middle age, nor the citizens 
who represent the invincible soldiery of Crom
well, nor the peaaantry who are the children 
of those sturdy archers that drew the C~ 
bows of England on the field. of Fraoce; that 
nOlle of these betray either inclination or ten
dency to depart from the traditions of their 
forefathers. H there be any danger which 
haa recently in an especial manner beset us, I 
confess that, though it may be owing to some 
peculiarity in my position, or BOme weaJmess 
in my vision, it has seemed to me to be dur
ing recent years chiefly, in our proneness to 
constant,and apparently a.imost bonndless,aug
mentatioua of expenditure, and in the cons&-
quences that are associated with them. I do 
not refer to this or that particular change or 
scheme. Of course I do not refer to the esti
mates of the year, which are, in our judgment, 
required by the circumstances taken as a 
whole m...wbich we stand. But I think that 
"hen, in an extended retrospect, we take 
notice of the rate at which we have been ad
vancing for a certain number of years, we 
must see that there has been a tendency to 
break down all ba.rriers and all limits which 
restrain the amount of public charges. For 
my own part, I am deeply convineed that all 
excess in the puhlic expsnditure beyond the 
legitimate wants of the country is Dot only 8. 

pecUDiary waste-for that, althougb an im
portant, is yet a. comperatively tri1ling matter 
-but a great political, and above all, .. great 
moral evil. It is a. cha.ra.cteristic of the mis
chiefs wbich arise from financial prodigality 
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that they creep onwards with n. noiselelB and 
a stealthy step; that they commonly remain 
unseen and unfelt until they have reached a.. 
magnitude absolutely overwbe1ming; and then 
a.t length we see them, such and so great as. 

they now appear to exist in ODe, at least" 
among the great Europaan stat_I mean tb .. 
Empire of Austria; so fearful and menacing 
in their aspeet, and so large in their dimen
sions, . that they seem to threaten the very 
foundations of national existence. I do trust. 
that the day has come when a check has be
gun to be put to the movement in this diree-· 
tion; and I think, as far as I have been -Able:
to trace the sentiments of the house, and th .. 
indications of general opinion during the pres
ent .... ion, that the tendency to whicb I hav .. 
adverted is, .. t least partially, on the decline. 
I trust it will altogether subside and disappear. 
It is indeed true-at least I should be among 
the first to upbold the soundness of the ........ 
tion-that sweeping and violent changes of 
expenditure are to be deprecated almost .... 
much as excess anli prodigality. But, at the
same time, there are many who share that. 
sentiment, and yet who still feel that it is. 
demanded by high public expediency and by 
national duty that we should recur-I do not. 
say to tbe cbarges-for national wants, with 
the nation'B ever-increasing growth, will vary 
and will grow-but to the spirit, the temper. 
and the rules with which, no long time ago~ 
we were all wont to apply ou~elves to the: 
snbject of public expenditure. I trust thai> 
such a wish may be realized; and if only it; 
be so, then, for my pai-t, I say, that if th ..... 
be difficulties in the work of government, thor 
are not, 80 far as regarda the department with 
which I have the honour to be connected .. 
difficulties which any DIan of ordinary cour
age need for a moment, under whatever con
tingencies, hesitate to face. The spirit of the· 
people is excellent. There never was a nation 
in the whole history of the world more willing· 
to bear the heavy burdeos under which it li$ 
-more generoualy disposed to overlook th .. 
errors of those who have the direction of ita 
affairs. For my own part, I hold that, if this. 
country can steadily and constantly remain • 
as wise in the use of her treasure as she ia. 
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unriva.lled in ita production, and as modere.te 
in the exercise of her strength as she is rich 
in its possession, then we may well cherish the 
hope that there is yet reeerved for England a 
great work to do on her own part and OD. the 
part of othen, and that for many a generation 
yet to come she will continue to hold a fore~ 
most place among the nations of the world." 

This, then, was the scheme, and these were 
the sentiments by which it was enforced j but 
the opposition was strenuous, and great efforts 
were made to frustrate the intentions of the 
government. These efforts were directed to 
promote an agitation in favour of a remission 
of the duty on tea; and they might have been 
BUccessful. had it not been apparent that there 
was an. intention on the part C?f the late 
majority in the House of Lords to persist in 
their opposition to the Paper Duties Bill, and 
so to confitm their claim to cancel the privi
lege claimed by the CommoD& To frustrate 
this design a counter agitation had heen 
cnrried on in favour of the repeal of the paper 
duties, and eventually Mr. Gladstone, in ac
cordance with his former declaration that he 
reserved the right of action, announced, with 
the support of the government, that he in
tended to' include aU his chief financial pro-' 
positions in one measure, instead of dividing 
them into several bills. It had been decided 
that constitutionally the Lords had DDt the 
power to reject a "Money Bill," and they 
were thenceforward placed in BUch a position 
that, while they could not reject the whole 
financial scheme, they were deprived of the 
power-which they had previously exercised 
-of altering its details. Such a change-was 
not to be effected without a serious conflict, 
and aU the inftuenoo of the Upper House, 
together with that of a large number of 
members of the Commons who had a direct 
interest in the peerage, and of Conservatives 
who were ready to uphold the privilegee 
claimed by the Lords, was brought to bear 
upon the decision. Among those who, it was 
believed, were disa.ffected towa.rds the govern
ment were some of the Irish members. Lord 
Derby, when in office, had obtained a grant 
for a mail packet .. rvioo between Galway and 
Ibe United Statee, and this grant had been 

withdrawn at the time that it was believed 
the concession would have increased the trade 
of Galway, and improved the condition of the 
people in that part of Ireland. There had, 
therefore, been defection among the Irish 
Liberals, who had on more than one occasion 
joined the opponents of the government for 
the purpoee of defeating it before the time 
had gone by for the complete expiretion of 
the grant. A priest named Daly, who had 
been deputed to make those representations 
which had obtained the concession, now came 
over armed with credentials from men of all 
political pamee in Ireland, and began an 
active C8.}lvass for the purpose of engaging 
the Irish Liberal members to unite against 
the government, and to support the opposition, 
for the purpoee of bringing about a dissolution 
of parliament. 

The debate in the House of Commons was 
prolonged and acrimoniou& Mr. Bentinck, 
whowas among tbose who took the opportunity 
of personally attacking the chancellor of the 
exchequer, was one of the first assailants. 
Lord Robert Montague was another. Mr. 
Gladstone's argument in.reply to the conten
tion of Sir Staft'ord Northcote,-who raised 
numerous objections to the whole scheme, and 
urged that this was not a time to propoee the 
surrender of a large amount of revenue,
was, tha.t the estimates were based upon the 
expectation of an ordinary season and ordi
nary circum,tances, and he never had a 
stronger conviction than that there was likely 
to be an excess over the estimated revenue. 
As to the disposal of the surplus, he balanced 
tJ.e claims of tea and sugar on the one hand 
and paper on the other. The reduction of the 
dutiee upon articl .. of popular consumption 
was not- the first object kept in view by Sir 
Robert Peel in 1842, but the liberation 'and 
extension of trade; this principle lay at the 
root of our reformed financial policy, and had 
governed almost every budget. He demanded 
that the opinion of the house should be taken 
by a division inetead of being deferred by 
long and useless dehatee. Mr. Disraeli an
nounced that in committee he should take the 
sense of the house on the question whether a 
remieeion of indirect taxation should not he 
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made with respect U> the duties on tea. Mr. 
Horsfall proposed an amendment that the tea 
duty ahould be reduced U> a shilling a pound, 
and it was supported hy Mr. Disraeli and Sir 
StafFord N ortbcote, but was lost on' a. divi
sion. 

Lord :&hert Cecil' made. speech which 
was lis~ed to with some impatience because 
of its personal animosity. He denounced the 
budget as a personal budget-they had no 
guarantee for it but the promises of the chan
cellor of the exchequer, and experience had 
taught them that he was not a financier who 
was always to be relied on. On a former 0cca

sion he had described the policy of the govern
ment as one only worthy of a country attorney; 
bot he was now bound U> say that he had 
done injustice to the attorneys. The attorneys 
were very humble men, bot he believed they 
would have scorned such a course as that of 
"ber majesty's ministers, which was one distin
guished by all the ingenuity of legal chicane. 
In any other place it would be ealled a 
"dodge." 

Americanized finance, he declared, was to 
be a consequence of Americanized institutions. 
He thought the House of Commons ought U> 

mark its peculiar indignation at the way in 
which it had been treated by the chancellor 
of the exchequer. So long as he held the seals 
·of office there was neither regularity in the 
House of Commons nor confidence in the 
country. 

No reply was made to these observations. 
They were not believed to require any. Some 
days later,however,Mr.Gladstone took upwbat 
had been called the constitutional question, 
and adduced numerous precedents to show that 
the power to combine different provisions in 
the same financial measure had been exercised 
by the House of Commons to a wider extent 
than in the present bill, and oheerving that the 
practice was not only justified by precedent, 
but by reason and convenience, the several mat
ters in the bill, essentially homogeneous, being 
items' of one and the same account. It was the 
doctrine of the co~titution that to originate 
ma.tters of finance'was the exclusive right and 

1 Now the llarquil of SaUabUl'J'. 

duty and burden of the House of Commons,. 
and to divide this function between two dis
tinct and independent bodies would lead to 
utter confusion. Referring to Mr. Horsman's 
objection that the budget gave a morW stab 
to the constitution, he said, "I want to know 
what constitution it gives a mortal stab to. 
In my opinion it gives no stab at all; but, as 
far as it alters, it alters so as to revive and 
restore the good old constitution which took 
its root in Saxon times, which groaned under 
the Plantagenets, which endured the ha.,r 
rule of the Tudors, which resisted the Stuarts, 
and which' bas now come to maturity under 
the House of Brunswick. I think that con
stitution will be all the better for the oper
ation. As 'to the constitution laid down by 
my right honourable frieud, under which 
there is to be a division of function and office 
between the House of Commons and the 
House of Lords-with regard to fixing the 
income and charge of the country from year 
to yeaT, both of them being equally responsible 
for it, which means that neither would be 
responsible-as far as that constitution is con
cerned I cannot help saying, that in my 
humble opinion the sooner it receives a mortaJ. 
stab the better." 

Sir James Graham, suffering severely from 
a disease of w bich he died less than six months 
afterwards, went down to the house and 
delivered a powerful defence of the govern
ment; and Lord:r ohn Russell, Cobden, and 
other eminent speakers took an earnest part 
in the debate. It was siguificant that Sir 
William Heathcote, Mr. 6ladstone's colleague 
in the representation of Oxford, and Mr. Wa.l
pole, chairman of the committee of precedents 
in the preceding year, declared the course 
taken to be constitutional. This was awkward 
for the opposition. There was no division on 
the seccnd rsading after all, and the budget 
of which Mr. Disraeli had aaid that ministers 
had created an artifi~ia.l surplus in order that 
they might perpetrate a financia.l caprice, 
eventually passed by a majority of 15, 296 
voting for it and 281 against it. When it was 
sent up U> the Lord. the Duke of Rutland 
moved its rejection, but Lord Derby advised 
the withdrawal of the amendment, taking the 
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opportunity to censure Mr. Gladstone, and it 
was adopted. 

Some real advAnces had been made towards 
further measures of reform in parliament, 
though no general scheme in the shape of a 
Reform Bill was accepted. We have already 
noticed that there had been persistent en
deavours to supersede, or to omit, that part 
of the oath of allegiance which prevented the 
admission of a Jew to parliament, and these 
efforts had now been successful after a quarter 
of a century, during which the question bad 
been over and over again debated. Mr. Dis
raeli had spoken with eloquence and written 
with force on the subject of the claims of the 
Jews to all the rights of citizenship. It need 
scarcely be pointed out that his novels oon
tam references to the virtu .. and the nobility 
of the Jewieh raoe which many people still 
consider extravagant. In his Memoir of Lord 
George Bentincle the whole question of the 
claims of the Jews to " great place in the 
history of the world, and as the depositaries 
of a religion of which Christianity is the con
Bummation, is set forth with serious and sig
nificant dignity: It was therefore a happy 
coincidence that the removal of Jewish dis
abilities to-sit in parliament should have been 
eWected while he was the leader of the House 
of Commons. The time had passed when it 
was necessary for a Conservative holding that 
position, to resign it in consequence of voting 
for such a measure, as Disraeli's former chief 
-Lord George Bentinck-bad done. There 
was complete unanimity of opinion on the 
subject between Lord John Russell-who bad 
espoused the cause of J ewiah em~cipa.tion
and the Conservative leader j but the matter 
was not settled till 1868, eleven yeara after 
Baron Lionel de Rothschild had been elected 
as one of the members for the city of London. 
A bill was passed in the Hou,," of Commons to 
admit J ewa to sit, but it was thrown out by 
the Lords, and Baron Rothschild resigned his 
seat, stood again, and was again e1eoted. In 
1850 he presented himself and oWered to take 
the oaths after having for four seEoDB oc> 
cupied a Beat under the gallery of the house, 
where strangers as well as members were 
Mcustomed to sit. He now demanded to be 

sworn, and took the oaths of allegiance and 
supremacy on the Old Testament. The oath 
of abjuration followed, and he omitted from it 
the words n on the troe faith of a Christian," 
If he had chosen to eommit what to him would! 
have been a great impiety, and made use of 
words which some notorious unbelievers had 
repeated without apparent shame or semple" 
he might possibly have taken his seat un
challenged. As it was he was excluded from 
either Bitting or voting, and returned to his 
old place, where he might listen to, and perhapo 
by his presence make a silent protest against 
the decision of the house. 

But several other Jews bad presented them
selves for electioD, a.ud among them was Sir 
David Salomons, a baronet and alderman of' 
the city of London, and a gentleman highly 
respected for his attainments and for his con
duct as a magistrate. In 1861 he was pro
posed as " candidate for the representation 
of Greenwich, was elected, and on going up to 
take the oath omitted the words n on the true
faith of a Christian,· as Baron Rothschild bad 
done, and with the same result. 

When the government was asked w.bether 
they would sue him according to an act of 
parliament if he persisted in taking his seat, 
the answer of Lord J ou Russell was that they 
had DO such intention. He therefore took his 
place amongst the members, pne half of th" 
house shouting to him to withdraw, and th" 
other encouraging him to remain. He did 
remain, and what was more, took part in the 
debate on a resolution that. he should be or
dered to withdraw, and himself voted in som .. 
of the divisions for an adjournment. He 
spoke caliniy and was listened to with atten
tion. He was actuated by no desire to presume· 
on, or to disregard, the dignity of the house ~ 
but by the belief that having been lawfully 
elected he was justified in asaerting his right& 
and those of his constituent. The resolution 
for his withdrawal was carried. The speaker 
requested him to leave, but he remained until 
the sergeant-atol\l'lll8 was ordered to remov" 
him; that functionary then touched him on 
the shoulder and he quietly retired. He bad 
asserted his right, had spoken and voted "" 
a member, and he awaited further proceed· 



PUBLIC INDIFFERENCE TO REFORM. 37 

ings. Two actions were brought against him 
to reoover penalties, but neither of them ~ 
by the government. One was withdrawn, as 
they both had the same object. To obtain • 
legal settlement of the question the Vial eame 
.on as a special case in 1852, and the issue 
.sought was whether the words which the 
defendant had omitted formed an essential 
part of the oath inserted for the purpose of 
.obtaining • profession of the Christian faith; 
or 'Were only a part of the form of an affirma
tion adopted to secure a solemn declaration 
in accordance with the views of the majority 
"f thoae to be sworn, but liable to be 
"mitted or altered in particular instances! 
Three judges out of four decided that it was 
.• necessary part of the oath, and the only 
thing that remained was to alter the form 
cl affirmation; but though the Bouse of 
Commons paseed measuree for that purpoae 
they were repeatedly thrown out by the Bouae 
.of Lords, until in 1858 Lord John Ruasell 
prepared a bill in wbich the form of oath was 
somewhat aJtered, and & clause was introduced 
providing that where the oath hed to be ed
ministered to a Jew the words rc on the true 
faith of a Christian' might be omitted. The 
House of Lords, however, struck. out this 
.clause, and 80 made the bill useless for the pur
poae for which it was specia.1ly intended. The 
Commons refused to accept the alteration, and 
referred it to a committee to draw up • state
ment of their reasons, Baron Rothschild 
being actually nominated as • member of that 
-committee on the motion of Mr. Duncombe. 
Ungracefully reedy to yield rather than pro
voke an actuaJ collision, the Lords assented to 
• compromise suggested by Lord Lucan, and 
inserted a clause enabliug either hj>use to 
"modify the form of the oath in such a way as 
to admit a Jew, but at the same time reserving 
the power to alter the mode of affirmation at 
pleasure.. This was such & manifestly weak 
and uucertain expedient that, though it was 
rapidly paased through both houaes, it was 
lOOn after superseded by a.uother measure 
which consolidated the acts referriDg to oaths, 
allegia.nce, abjumtion, and supremacy, and 
en.bled Jews to omit the words which hed 
previously prevented them from taking a seat 

in the legislature, though th.y could fulfil 
other high ·and important officee-Sir David 
Salomons himself having served the office of 
Lord - mayor of London in 1855 with great 
digoity and success. 

. It may be mentioned that three or four 
days before the bill with the compromise 
pessed in 1858, another measure introduced by 
Mr.LockeKing for the abolition of the demand 
for a property qualification for membere of 
parliament received the royal assent. Up to 
this time nobody could sit in parliament with~ 
out giving proof that he poss .... d landed pro
perty up to a certain value, and, as was 
pointed out by Mr. Locke King, this obeolete 
c".tem hed ceased to have any beneficial 
effect, since any man with sufficient influence 
to obtain a seat could arrange with. some 
friend or supporter to make to him a merely 
formal conveyance of a piece of land of suffi
cient value to cover the legal requirement. 

These were among the amendments of parlia
mentary representation which were made 
during the period from 1855 to 1865, but there 
appeared to be little popular excitement on 
behalf of a general measure of wide reform. 
Within the walls of the HOltse of Commons, 
only a few ardent supporters of an extension 
of the franchise were eager to bring in a bill 
that would increase the number of voters, and 
though a redistribution of seats in accordance 
with the growing importance of some of the 
places insufficiently represented, was more 
widely dema.nded, so little' general enthusiasm 
was manifested outside pa.rliament that there 
was no encouragement for reformers to risk 
defeat by a strong opposition and an indif
ferent government. Lord Palmereten himself 
was among the moat indifferent, and it was 
pretty well understood thet he had an actual 
aversion _to the introduction of anything that, 
in his opinion, would unnecessarily disturb the 
ministry or promote political demonstrations 
in the country. The country, however, was 
in no mood for political manifestations, and 
when, on the 1st of March, 1860, Lord Jolin 
Russell introduced his U Representation of the 
People Bill," in the belief that the time had 
come for making further advances in the 
system of parliamentary legialetion, he was 
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listened to with an ominous calm, which be- in the royal speech, no mention was made of 
spoke the neglect that afterwards frustrated parliamentsry reform. The question was sub
his d'orls to carry it through either house. sequently raised hy Mr. Locke King, who pro
It is true that there wss nothing startling poeed to lower the county quslification to £10, 
about the propoeed changes. There was to be and by Mr. Baines, who brought forward a 
a £10 occupation franchise for the counties, motion for reducing the borough franchise to 
and the borough franchise was to be reduced £6, but both suggestions were rejected. 
to £6. The payment of poor-rates was to be a 
qualification for a. vote. Twenty-five boroughs Reference has been made to the ages of 
returning two members each were to be left Lord Palmerston, Lord Lyndhurst, and Lord 
withoue; twe1ve counties orcountydivislollB Brougham, and to the failing health of Sir 
were to have one member; the West Riding James Graham. These were instances of some 
two additioD&! sests and the southern division of the I ..... which might naturally be ex
of Lancashire two; Kensington and Chelsea pected to befall the nation at no remote period. 
were to form a borough with two members; Already several of those who had been the con
Birkenhead, Stslybridge, and Bsrnsley were to temporaries of Mr. Gladstone during the early 
have one each; and Manchester, Liverpool, part of his career were seen no more in their 
Birmingham, and Leeds each an additioD&! accustomed pla<:es, and he had referred in 
member. The University of London was alao words of solemn pathos to the fact that the 
to be represented by a member. In places I time had arrived when, in looking round him, 
where three members were returned. the third I he miased the once familiar forms and faces, 
waa to represent the minority. The bill ap- and felt their loss by that sense of solitari
peared to be uua.cceptsble to both sides. It ness which even the necessity for making new 
was too much for those who deprecated dis- associations will not for a time overcome. 
tarhance, and not enough for the promoters of In the ranks of literature as well as in the 
political progrees in the directiOll of a largely worldofpoliticsandststesmanship,wellknown 
inereased representstion of the body of the nam .. had fallen out of thelista of the living. 
people. It was said that the oppoaition were Douglas Jerrold the astirist, whose brilliant 
!JO sure of Lord Palmerston's hostility to the wit and caustic subtle humour had sparkled 
scheme, that Lord Derby had broadly hinted to both in the drama and in the pages of Punch 
him that iI he could remove Gladstone, Russell, and other periodicals, had died in 1857, just as 
and Milner Gihaon from the ministry the Con- the tidiDgs of the Indian mutiny had reached 
servati ... would support the government. If England. Hallam the historian-long bereft 
this had really been suggested, it betrayed a of the son whosa early death wsa mourned by 
singular misunderstanding of Palmerston's Tennyson and by Gladstone-lived on and 
character. He may have cordially disliked worked on until January, 1859, when he died 
the propoeed Reform Bill, but he would at. the age of eighty-one. Leigh Hunt, the 
certainly not betray his colleagues. However, charming poet and essayist, who had outlived 
he probably knew that there was little occasion the dreary days of hia impriaonment for Iibel
for him to be troubled about Lord Russell's IingGeorgs the Fourth, was seventy-five years 
measures. Propoeala were made for its ad- old when hia death took pIaos at Putney in 
journment till the following year, when the August, 1859. In November of the eame 
census was to be taken, and it was so evident year intelligence came from Bonn of the death 
that by the delay of a prolonged deb.te the of the Chevalier Bunsen, who, when h. waa 
opponents of the bill might be able to defeat Prussian amhsssador in London, had been the 
it, that, with maniIeat grief and disappoint- delightful companion and warm friend of dis
ment, Lord Russell announced its withdrawal. tinguiahed men of letters in this country, and 

In the following yeal\ he had evidently was himself the author of many books of deep 
abandoned ell intention of moving any further interest to students of ecclesiasticallol .. , and of 
in the direction of a similar bill, and iudeed, one by which he has been better knOWD, 
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entitled Eg!lpf. PZ- in RiotOf"!!. He had 
been recallad to Prussia or had reaigned be
cause of his opinions on the policy of the king 
in relation to the Russian war, but he was 
greatly esteemed· hy men of all parties in 
England. 

But a larger gap than either of these was 
left in the public and literary ranks in Eng
land by the sudden death of Lord Macaulay 
on the 28th of December, 1859. This loss, 
which was felt throughout the country, 
may be said to ha.ve cast a shadow on the 
closing days of the year, for hie hooks, and 
especially hia Rio/Of"!! of England from Ihe 
..!cce&oion of Jamu the SeCMd, was known 
and read all over England, and some of hie 
poems had been listened to with delight when 
they were recited before Iarge audiencee. 
His prodigious memory and hie philosophical 
mode of thought were allied to & strong im
agination and to the power of striking poetical 
expression. Few men have united so much 
of the genius of the poet to the plodding in
dustry and research of the antiquarian. The 
latter quality enabled him to seek the material 
for hie vivid pages in musty parliamentary 
.records-long closed correspondence-time-
worn ballad-sheets, and even stained and 
frayed broadsheets relating to events that 
might otherwi&e have been forgotten, since 
they were never popularly depieted until be 
drew them with & vigorous band. It has been 
contended that Macaulay only wrote history 
from the Whig side; and it canscarcaIy be 
denied that while he drew. the misdeeds of 
the other party in strong dark outlines, he 
sublimates some of the faults of hie political 
predecessors and somewhat idealizes their pro
fessed principles. Yet his remarkable power 
of illustration and the charming lucidity which 
cbar&cterizes his etyle will always cause hie 
history to hold a high place among all c1 ..... 
of readers. It was not, howevel) as an author 
alone that Macaulay was so ... ly missed. The 
place he had occupied in parliament and in 
the arena of politics could not easily be filled. 
Failing health had oompeIIed him to resign 
the representation of Edinburgh and to aban
don public speaking; but his superb achieve
ments as a speaker, both in and out of the 

House of Commons, were not forgotten when 
he had retired to the seclusion of the home, 
where his presence was ever welcome and 
where his tender and affectionate nature found 
fitting companionship in hie eister's family. 
He had been eminently successful, and his 
great ability and indefatigable energy had 
enabled him to achieve high distinction in 
whatever he attempted. Probably it would not 
have added to hia fame if he had lived to 
carry his voiee to the House of Peers, which 
would, however, have been graced by his in~ 
teIIect; and though it is to be deplored that 
his history remained uncompleted, it is not a. 
mere fragment, but a shapely and finished pro
duction, a monument of his geniUs. Ma.ea.ulay 
was never manied, and the wealth which he 
had acquired went to his relatives; but d~ 
his life he was one of the most generous of 
men, and few distressed representatives of the 
literary craft applied to him in vain for as
sistance. It is certain, on the contrary, that 
because of the natural goodness of heart which 
could spare some pity for their distresses, he 
collSciously helped BOme who were incompe
tent, and ehonld never have taken upon them
selves the profession of letters. 

We have already seen something of the 
early correspondence between Mr. Gladstone 
and the brilliant reviewer in their early days, 
and we may therefore fitly refer here to & few 
of the words used by the former when, in 1876, 
in a review of The Life and Lettoro of Lord 
Macaulay, by hie nephew George Otto 
Trevelyan, M.P., he has to speak of the man 
whose own achievements had by that time 
almost becom. hietoricaI. Mr. Gladstone 
says: 

• Lord Macaulay lived a life of no more than 
fifty-nine years and three months. But it was. 
an extraordinarily full life, of sustained exer
tion; a high table-land, without depressions. 
H in its outer aspect th~ be anything weari
BOme, it is only the wearisomeness of reiterated 
splendours, and of success so uniform as to be 
almost monotonous. He speaks of himself as 
idle; but his idleness was more active, and 
carried with it hour by hour a greater expen
diture of brain-power, than what most men 
regard as their serious employments. He might 
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well have been in his mental career the spoiled 
ilhild of fortune; for all he tried succeeded. all 
he touched turned into gems and gold. In a 
happy childhood he evinced extreme precocity. 
His academical career gave sufficient, though 
uot redundant, promise of after celebrity. The 
new golden age he imparted to the EdinlJurgh 
Revie!D, !'Dd his first and most important, if 
:not best, parliamentary speeches in the grand 
<:tiBia of the first Reform Bill, achieved for 
Jrim. years before he had reached the middle 
'point of life. what may jlll!t1y be termed an 
immense distinction. 

"For a century and more, perhaps no man in 
·this country. with the exceptions of Mr. Pitt 
and of Lord Byron. had attained at thirty-two 
the fame of Macaulay. His parliamentary 
success and his literary eminence were each 
<>f them enough. as they stood at this date. to 
intoxicate any brain and heart of a meaner 
cmier. . But to these was added, in his case, 
..., amount and quality of social attentions 
such .. invariably partake of· adulation and 
idolatry. and .... perhaps. the high circlee of 
London never before or since have lavished 
-on a man whose claims lay only in himself, 
and not in his descent, his rank, or his posse&
siona. Perhaps it was good for his mental 
and moral health that the enervating action 
·of this process was suspended for four years. 
Although after his return from India in 1839 
it could not but revive, he was of an age tot 
bear it with less peril to his manhood. He 

,seems at all times to have held his head high 
:above the stir and the fascina.tion which excite 
and enma.ve the weak. His masculine intelli
gence, and his ardent and single-minded devo
tion to literature, probably derived in this 
reepect .... ntial aid from that depth and 

''Warmth of domestic affections which lay 
"'D.earer yet to the centre of his being. . . . 
He was, i'ndeed, prosperous and brilliant; &, 

.prodigy. a meteor. almost a portent, in literary 
--history. But his 'COUI"Se was la.borious, truth-
1ul, simple, independent, noble; and all these 
in an eminent degree. Of the inward battle 

-of life he seems to have known nothing: his 
. mind was, 80 to speak, self--contained, coherent, 
'and harmonious. His experienoe of the out.. 
ward battle, which bad reference to mODey, 

was not inconsiderable, but it was confined to 
his earlier manhood. The general outline of 
his career has long been familiar, and offers 
neither need nor scope for detail. After four 
years of high parliamentary distinction, and 
his first assumption of office, he accepted a 
lucrative appointment in India, with a wise 
view to his own pecuniary independence, and 
a generous regard to what might be, 88 they 
had been, the dema.nds of his nea.rest relations 
upon his affectionate bounty. Another term 
of four y ..... brought him back. the l ... t 
Indian, despite of bis active labours upon the 
legislative code. of all the civilisns who had 
ever served the Company. He soon re~entered 
parliament; but his zoot for the political arena 
seems never to have regained the temperature 
of his virgin love at the time of the Reform 
Bill. He had offered his reeignation of office 
during the debatea on the Emancipation Act, 
at a time when salary was of the utmost im
portance to him, and for a cause which was 

far more his father's than his own. This he 
did with a promptitude and a manly uneon
sciousness of effect or merit in the act which 
were truly noble. -Similar was his dignified 
attitude when his constituents of Edinburgh 
committed their &rat and 1aat fault in rejecting 
him on account of bis vote for Maynooth. 
This was in 1847. At the general election in 
1852 they were again at his feet, .. though 
the final· cause of the indignity had been onJy 
to enhance the triumph of his re-election. 
Twice at least in the House of Commons he 
arrested the ouccessful progress of legislative 
measures, and slew them at a moment's notice 
atid by his single arm. The fuot of theee ocea
.ions was the Copyright Bill of Serjeant Tal
fourd in 1841; the second, the bill of 1853 for 
excluding the Maater of the Rolls from the 
House of Commons. But, whenever he roso 
to speak, it was a summODS like a trumpet
eall to fill the bench... He retired from the 
House of Commons in 1856. At length, when 
in 1857 he was elevated by Lord Palmeraton 
to the peerage. all the world of lettera felt 
honoured in his person. The claims of that, 
which he felt to be indeed his profession. ao
quired an increasing command on him as the 
intereeta of political action grew lees and I .... 
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Neither was aociallife allowed greatly to inter
fere with literary work, although here, too, his 
triumphs were almost unrivalled. Only one 
other attraction l)ad power over him, and it 
was a life-long power-the love of hi8"'Bisters; 
which about the mid-point of life came to 
m ..... his sister Lady Trevelyan. 

"..A3 there is nothing equally touching, so 
there is really nothing more wonderful in the 
memoirs, than the large the immeasurable 
abundance of this gusbing stream. It is not 
surprising tha.t the full reservoir over:ftowed 
"pon her children. Indeed he seems to have 
had a store of this love tha.t could not be 
exhausted, for little children generally; his 
simplicity and tenderness vying all along in 
graceful rivalry with the manly qualities, which 
in no ODe were more pronounced. After some 
forewarnings, a period of palpable decline, 
which was brief as well as tranquil, brought 
him to his end. 

"To the literary successof Macaulay it would 
be difficult to find a paraJlel in the history of 
recent authorship. For this and prohablyall 
future centuries we are to regard the public 
as the patron of literary meo, and as a patron 
abler than any that went before to heap both 
fame and fortune all ita favourite&. Setting 
&side works of which the primary purpose 
was entertainment, Tennyson alone among the 
writers of our age, in point of public favour, 
and of emolument following upon it, comes 
near to Macaulay. But Tennyson was labcJr. 
iously cultivating his gifts for many years 
before he acquired a position in the eye of the 
nation. MaC&Ulay, fresh from college in 1825, 
astonished the world by his brilliant and im
posing essay on Milton. FnIl.orbed he was 
eeen above t.he horizon; and full-orbed, after 
thirty-five years of constantly-emitted splen
dour, he 88.Ilk beneath it. 

U His gains from literatnre were extraor. 
dinary. The cheque for £20,000 is known to 
all. But his accumulation was reduced by his 
bounty; and his profits would, it is evident., 
have heen far larger .till had he dealt with 
the products of his mind on the principles d 
economic science (which, however, he heartily 
professed), and sold his wares in the dearest 
market) as he undoubtedly acquired them in 

the cheapest. No ODe can measure the eleva.
tion of Macaulay's cha.racter above the mer
cenary level without bearing in mind that for 
ten years after 1825 he was a poor and COD
tented man, though ministering to the wants 
of a father and a family reduced in circum
.tances; though in the blaze of literary and 
political euccess; and though h. muat have 
been conscious from the first of a gift which, 
by a I ... congenial and less compulsory na., 
would have rapidly led him to opulence. Yet 
of the comforts and advantages, both social 
and pbysical, from which he thna forebore, it 
is so plain that he at all times formed no mis
anthropic or ascetic, but on the contn.ry a 
very liberal and genial, estimate. It is truly 
touching to find that never, except as a mini
eter, until 1851, when he had already lived 
fifty years of his fifty.nine, did this favourite 
of fortune, this idol of society, allow himself 
the luxury of a earriage. 

"It has been observed, that neither in art 
nor letters did Macaulay display that faculty 
of the higher criticism which depends upon 
certain refined perceptions and the power of 
subtle analysis. His analysis 'Was always 
rougb, hasty,_ and sweeping, and his percep
tions robust .. By these properties it waa that 
he was 80 eminently fPOPTIK~', not in the vulgar 
sense of an appeal to spurious sentiment, but 
as one bearing his reader 'along by-violence, 
as the river Scamander tried to bear Achilles. 
Yet he was never pretentious ~ and he said 
frankly of himself that a criticism like that of 
Lessing in his La.0c6on, or of Goethe on Ham
let, filled him with wonder and despa.ir." 

In the first days of January, 1861, intelli
gence arrived of the death of the King of 
Prussia, whose illness, aocompa.uied by mental 
disorder, had long precluded him from taking 
any part in the government of the country. 
His brother, who bad been. appointed prince
regent, came to the throne with the title 
of King William I., and our princees royal 
thereupon became Crown-princess of Prussia, 
-and afterwards, of Germany. 

The relations between our own royal family 
and that of Prussia naturally increased the 
serious feelings with which the death of King 
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Frederick William was regarded by the Queen 
and Prince Albert) especially at ft, time when 
they were mourning the sickness or the loss 
of some of those eminent servants of the state 
on whcee loyalty and ability they had so fre
quently been able to rely. 

Sir Jam .. Graham was dead. On the 14th of 
December the Earl of Aberdeen. who had been 
so intimately associated with the royal family. 
had passed away. Sir Sidney Herbert, who 
had been raised to the House of Lords with the 
title of Lord Herbert of Leigh. had been for 
some time Buffering from the same illness of 
which he died in the following Auguot.. As the 
,ear went on the other names were absent from 
the earthly roll-call of those who were loved. 
reepected. or admired. On the 6th of June 
Cavour, sufl'eriDg from typhoid fever, had 
been bled to death by Italian doctors, who 
could n"l' depart from their old traditions. and 
the news\telegraphed from Turin sent a shock 
through Europe; for the affaire of Italy had 
reached a crisis, in which it was believed only 
his strong guiding hand and inimitable state

craft could be of immediate avail. We shall 
have to return 1:0 the events which had pro
duced that impression, and had caused Prince 
Albert, on receiving the intelligence of the 
death of the minister, to write in his diary 

\ .the words, "Ein ungeheurer Verlust fUr lta~ 
lien" (an immeasurable losa for Italy). 
, There were other ~oases nearer to the royal 

domeetic circle in England. Dr. Baly. the 
trusted physicia!) to the prince and the royal 
family. was killed in a railway accident be
tween>London and 'I Wimbledon on the 29th of 
JanuBlj\ He was "~he only person seriouaiy 
injured. ~oon at . a.rds, died Sir George 
Co1lper, ph~ci&n to he Duchess of Kent. 
Th ... ~~ olrcurred 'ng the aorrow ex
perien' tllUe royal ho hold for the death 
in Ap.~ 60. of Prince eat of Hohenlohe 
Langenburg, husband of queen's sister, 
and president of the upper chl her of Wir
temberg. 

Not only were public affairs fu of exciting 
intereat during the latte.· half of 1 60 in con
sequence of the Franco-Italian ee, the 
schemes of Napoleon III., and othe foreign 
complications of which we shall pi ntly 

have to take note; but the royal family was 
to some extent separated, and amidst Dlany 
domestic cla.ims and aD. unflagging attention 
to public buain ... the health of Prince Albert 
became precarious, and he frequently suffered 
from attacks of illn .... against which he bore 
up with patient courage" but which were suffi~ 
cient to cause great uneasiness to the queen 
and to others who anxiously watched his un~ 
remitting labours. 

In March, 1860, arrangements were made 
for the visit of the Prince of Wales to Canada, 
in fulfilment of a promise made to a deputa
tion which came here during the Crimean W8.1 

asking the queen to visit her American p0s

sessions. Her majesty could not accede to a 
request which would involve so long a voyage, 
and it was then propceed that one of the 
princes should becomegovernor-genera.i. They 
were both too young for BUch a proposition to 
be entertained; but it was agreed that as soon 
as the Prince of Wales was old enougb, he 
should visit ,the Dominion. This intention 
was about to be carried out in the autumn, 
when the visit would be signalized by his royal 
highn .... laying the foundation-stone of the 
new Canadian parliament-house at Ottawa, 
and opening the great railway bridge across 
the St. Lawrence at Montreal. 

When it was known in America tha.t the 
heir to the English throne was abont to visit 
Canada, the president, Mr. Buchanan. ad
dressed a letter to the qUeeD, offering a cordial 
welcome at Washington to the prince if he 
should extend his visit to the United States, 
and .... uring her majesty thet he would be 
everywhere greeted by the American people 
in a manner which could not fail to prove 
gratifying to her majesty. Thia request was 
answered in ,the same cordial spirit, and Mr. 
Buchanan was informed by the queen that 
the prince propceed to return from Canad .. 
through the United States, and that it would 
give him great pleasure to have an opportunity 
of teatifying to the president in person that 
the f .. linge which had dictated the president'. 
letter were fully reciprocated on this side of 
the Atlantic. At the same time the municl~ 
palityof New York •• nt .. meeaage through 
the American minister, Mr. Dallas, expressing 
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a strong desire that the prince should visit that 
city. This visit, also, was included in the pro
gramme of the prince's journey, which was, 
however, to be only that of a private gentle
man, and in no sense an affair of state. The 
prince was to travel as Lord Renfrew, and 
was to be accompanied by the Duke of New
castle, secretary of state for the colonies. 

Prinoe Alfred also started on a long voyage 
to another colony, the Cape of Good Hope, by 
way of Rio Janeiro. He left England in the 
spring of 1860, and was expected to reach 
Capetown, and there to lay the first stone of 
the breakwater in the barbour at about the 
same time that his brother was performing 
similar duty in Canada. 

Among the numerous questions in which 
the prince and the queen were concerned at 
this time, was the institution of a proposed 
Dew order or decoration for distinguished Ber

viee in India. Not only was it exeeedingly 
difficult to decide on a design and motto, of 
which the prinoe sketched ... eral, but there 
was still more difficulty in adopting a name 
for the decoration, though several were pro
poeed. It was agreed that the order should 
be a. star, but the question was what start To 
illustrate the important critical nature of the 
discussion, we may quote a letter from Lord 
Canning, urging that the title "Eastern Star," 
which was most liked, could not be adopted. 

U The Hindustani for the 'Eastern Star,'" 
he wrote, "is 'Po&rbeah Sittara.' 'Poorb«JJt' 
has, as you probably know, become a sort of 
generic name given to our Sepoys, from their 
being mostly men !rem Behar and Oudh
Eastern provincesj and during the mutinies 
it grew to be used somewhat as ' PaM!!' was 

used, as a familiar name for the mutineers. 
This, however, is not the point. That ass0-

ciation is already passing away. But' POO'f'o. 
b6ah,' for the very reason that it means {East-. 
e~J and that iu India the further any person 
or thing comes from the East, the leas is the 
respect shown to either, has been a term of 
disparagement time out of mind. Long be
fore mutinous Sepoys were heard of, an Indian 
resented being called a 'Poorb.aA.' The term 
was, and-as Frere assures me-still is eagerly 
repudiated by every one who comes from 

far enough west to be able to do 80. He 
speaks with knowledge, for his time has been 
p&!SOd chiefty amongst the Mshrnttas and 
Rsjpoots, who are the best and proudest blood 
in India. I asked him if there was anything 
insulting in the word. He said, Not ·quite 
that; but that it implied the same sort of 
contemptuous superiority on the part of one 
Indian who used it towards another,as would 
be implied by an Englishman who should call 
an Irishman a {Paddy,' or, address a Scotch
man as {Sawney.'" 

The prince, refen'ing to the obstacles to tIte 
adoption of every name proposed, humoro11lly 
wrote to Sir Charles Wood:-

{{ It is unfortunate that we get no further 
with the appellation of the order than !rem 
one difficulty into another, and I might be 
inclined to give it the sign and name of a 
house at Tapli_the sign being gilt figures 
of men rowiDg against a rock, with the title 
of 'The Golden Impossibility.'" Not till 
some time afterwards was the difficulty solved, 
and on the 23rd of February, 1861, the insti
tution of "The Most Exalted Order of the 
Star of India," set the question at rest. 

It may be mentioned in connection with 
military a1i'am., that early in May, 1860, it 
was decided by a resolution of the cabinet to 

discontinue supporting a separate European 
army for India, and that instead of two forces 
there should be only one imperial army, tak
ing its turn of duty througbout the British 
Empire, in all its home provinces and foreign 
dependencies, including India. Thisresolution 
was afterwards strenuously opposed in parlia
ment, but was p&!SOd in the autumn sesnOD. 

The winter of 1859 had been wet, cold, 
and unhealthy, but on the return of spring 
the weather was more cheering. There were 
18,000 men at Aldershot, where the queen 
and the prince were frequent visitors, and 
held a review in the first week of May. 
But of more significance still was the rapid 
growth of the Volunteer foree, which consisted 
at that time of 124,000 men, already well 
drilled, and a large number of them possessing 
such remarkable skill with the rifte tbat it 
recalled the ancisut fame of the English bow
men. 
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The prince was engaged daily in fulfilling 
" multitude of cl&ims on his strength and 
l,eisuTe. Writing from Osborne to the princess 
royal he speaks of the delightful air and 
rnral aspects of the place, to which one might 
abandon one's self, bat that U one's feelings 
remain under the influence of the treadmill of 
never-ending business. The donkey in Caris
brook, which you will remember, is my true 
.counterpart. He, too, would rather munch 
thistles in the castle moat, than turn round 
in the wheel at the castle well; and small 
are the t1!anko he gets for his labour. 

" I am tortured, too, by the prospect of two 
public dinners at which I am, or rather shall 
be, in the chair. The ODe gives me seven, the 
other ten toasts and speeches, appropriate to 
the occasion, and distracting to myself. Then 
I have to resign at Oxford the Presidency of 
the Blitish Association, and later in the ae&
aon to open the Statistical Congress of a.ll 
nations. Between these come the laying the 
fOlmdation-stone of the Dramatic College, the 
distrihution of the prizes at Wellington Col
lege, &co &c.; and this, with the sittings of 
my different commissions, and .Ascot races 
the delectable, and the ba.lls and ';'ncerts of 
the SeMon all crowded into the month of 
June, over and above the customary business, 
which a distracted state of affairs in Europe 
and a stormy Parliament . . . make still more 
burdensome a.nd disagreeable than usual/' 

This letter does not exhaust the specia.l en
gagements which awaited the prince on his 
return to Windsor C .. tle. He had, as a do
mestic as well as a public duty, to settle all 
the details of the visit of the Prince of Wales 
to Canada, and to draw up memora.nda. of the 
tone to be token in replying to addressee, 
according to the conditioDs and circumstances 
of the different pi .... where they were likely 
to be presented. Then there were meetings 
and correspondence with the promoters of the 
forthcoming International Exhibition of 1862, 
and there were the duties of hospitality to 
observe amidst a. numerous assembly of guests, 
including the King of the Belgians and his 
second BOD, and the young Prince Louis of 
Hesse-Darmstadt and his brother. 

Before the end of June, however, there was 

one great public demonstration in which both 
the queen and the prince necessarily took the 
leading part. On the 23d of that month the 
first great Volunteer review was held in Hyde 
Park. Her majesty and the royal party 
arrived on the ground at four o'clock, the 
queen entering the park in an open carriage 
with the King of the Belgians, the Princess 
Alice, and Prince Arthur, Prince Albert rid
ing by the aide of the carriage and followed 
by a brilliant cortig.. Her majesty drove 
along to the extreme left of the line of volun .. 
teers aD the Bayswater Road, and thence 
along the whole front to the extreme right at 
Albert Gate. The royal stand was about the 
centre of Park Lane, and in front of this the 
whole 21,000 men marched past in companies, 
taking two hours to pass. The various corps 
then took up their original positions, and the 
line advanced in battalioDcolumns with salvoes 
of cheering for her majesty as they moved 
onward. Of the vast force assembled, 15,000 
belonged to London IUld 6000 to the provinces, 
the City of London sending 1800 men, and 
Manchester about 2000. By eight.o'clock the 
whole body of volunteers had got entirely 
clear of the park without accident, and after 
admirably executing the few movements which 
could alone be .ffec~d by so large a number 
within the a.llotted space. 

At the Trinity House dino&, where he pre
eided the same evening, the prince said :-

"We have witnessed this day a. scene which 
will never fade from the memory of those who 
had the good fortune to be present.-the re
presentatives of the independence, education, 
and industry of this country, in arms, to testify 
their devotion to their country, and their 
readiness to lay down their lives in its defence. 
The Volunteer force exceeds already 130,000 
men; and to what extent this country is cap
able of exerting itself in real danger is shown 
by the number of volunteers, which in 1804 
reached the ·extraordinary figure of 479,000 I 
We are apt to forget, however, that, in COD

trast with every other country of the world, 
all our services are composed exclusively of 
volunteers: the navy, coast-guard, coast vol. 
unteen, army, militia, yeomanry, constabu
lary. May the noble and petriotic opirit 
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'Which such a fact reveals remain ever unim~ I by Arthur's Seat, and also commanded by the
paired! And may God'. blessing, of which' great breadth of slope westwards which termin
this nation has seen such unmistakable evi~ ateain tbe picturesque ridge of SaJisbury Craga. 
dence, continue to rest upon these voluntary 
services !" 

Congratulatory references were everywhere 

hea.rd, and the V olUDteer force was soon after
wards almost likely to be impaired by the 
manifestations of popularity which it enjoyed. 
On the 2d of July the first meeting of the 
N ationa! RUle Association was held at Wim
bledon. The weather was brilliant, which. 
after such's. drea.ry seasoD, was a delightful 
chaDge. and a brilliant .... mbly had gathered 
to witness the proceedings. 

The first shot at the targets was fired by 
the queen 'j and Mr. Whitworth had so ad
justed one of his rifles as to secure a good score 
for her majesty at the 400 yards range. An 
address w~ presented to the queen on her 
arrival at the camp by Mr. Sidney Herbert 
88 president of the associatioD, after which 
h,er majesty, accompanied by the prince, ad
vanced to a tent, jn which the ritle had been 
fixed which was to open the competition. A 
touch of the trigger woe followed by the Butter 
of the red and white Bag before the target, an 
intima.~ion that the" bullis-eye» had been hit, 
and that her majesty. in aecordanoe with the 
rules of the association, had scored three 
poin"'. 

For six successive da.ys the competition for 
the prizes for the best shooting continued. 
The number of volunteel'B who entered for the 
regnlated prizes waa 29~. while 494 competed 
for those open to all comers. The first queen's 
prize of £250 with the gold medal of the 
lIll8OCiation woe won by Mr. Roea of the 7th 
York, who. in the determining eonteat, made 
eight pointa at 800, seven at 900, and nine at 
1000 yarda About £2000 was taken for ad
mieeion to the camp. 

At the beginning of August, the oourt 
moved to Balmoral, taking Edinburgh in the 
way for the purpoee of holding a review of 
the Scottish volunteera. 

The seene of the review (on the 7th of 
Augnat) was Holyrood Park. a long level apaee 
atretching eastward from Holyrood Palace at 
the base of the steap ascent which is crowned 

"A nobler arena for such a display could not 
be imagined," says one account of the scene; 
cc and the enthusiasm of the multitudes, which 
covered every inchof ground on slope, and peak, 
and crag, from which it could be seen, made 
even more exciting a spectacle thatabou.nded in 
features peculiarly fitted to aatisfy the eye and 
to quicken the ~aination. Of all the cities
of Europe none presents so many points as. 
Edinburgh for giving e1fect to holiday mov ... 
ment and display. The spot, moreover, on 
which the review took place was not merely 
dear to Scotchmen from the associations of his
tory and romance, but it has in itself more fea
tures of mingled beauty and grandeur than any 
other in tbe 'gray metropolis of the North! 

"The gathering was a trol, national ODe: 
From all part. of the country vast multitnd ... 
Booked to Edinburgh to teatify their loyalty 
to the queen, and the hold which the Volunte ... 
movement had upon the.ir hearts. AB; the 
English connties hed aent the Bower of their 
loeal corps' to the review ia Hyde Park in 
J nne, so now came a goodly array of the best 
blood and bone and sinew from nearly every 
county in Scotland to swell the general muster., 
From the Orkney>, 'placed far amid the 
melancholy main,' from Caithn .... from Inver
n .... from Aberdeen. from the hills of Argyle
shire. from the baoke of Loch Tay. from the 
strath. and upland pastures of the v&lley of 
the Tay. from Forf .... hire. Fifeshire. and 
Stirlingehire came the picked men of each 
district. Nithsdale, Annandale; Galloway, 
Roxbnrghahire, and Se\kirkahire aent tbeir 
contingents from the south, swelled by troops 
from Tynemouth, Alnwick, Sunderland, and 
Whitehaven; while Glasgow and the Weat of 
Scotland furnished abo\lt one-third of the 
entire force of at least 22,000 men, of whom 
18,000 or more were Scottish corps, who came 
together on that day to salute their sovereign 
under the windows of the ancient palace of 
Holyrood." 

In the morning the qUeeD and prince had 
visited the Duchess of Kent, who waa staying at 
Cramond Hou ... a amall cheerful house look-
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than that,' said he, affected almost to tears. 
For the Duke of NewcasUe, who had so grave 
a. responsibility in. the whole visit, it is So great 
triumph. I took the liberty of remarking to 
him that he was ca.nying home a.n unwritten 
treaty of amity and aJliance between two great 
nations." 

President Buchanan wrote to the queen on 
the 6th of October:-

"When. I had the honour of addressing 
your majesty in June last, I confidently pre
dicted 180 cordial welcome for the Prince of 
Walee throughout this country, ehould he pay 
us So visit on his return from Canada to Eng
land. What was tben prophecy has now be
come history. He has been everywhere re
ceived with enthusiasm; and this is attribut
able not only to the very high regard enter
tained for your majeety, but aleo to hie own 
noble and manly be&rlng. He has paeeed 
through a long ordeal for a person of his years, 
and his conduct throughout has been such as 
beeame hie age and station. Dignified, frank, 
and affable, he has conciliated, wherever he 
has been, the kindneeB and respect of a sensi
tive and discriminating people. His visit thus 
far has beeu all your m&j~ty would have 
desired; and I have DO doubt it will so con .. 
tinue until the end. 

tiThe prince left us for Richmond this morn
ing with· the Duke of Newcastle and the othOJ" 
membe", of hie wisely selected suite. I ehonld 
gladly have prolonged his visit had this been 
possible consistently with previous arrange. 
ments. In our domestic circle he won all 
hearts. His free and ingenuous intercourse 
with my.elf evinced both a kind heart and a 
good understanding. I ehaJl ever cherish the 
warmest wishes for his welfa.re. . 

"The visit of the prince to the tomh of 
. Washington, and the simple hut solemn cere
monies at this consecrated spot, will become 
an historical event, and cannot fail to exert a 
happy induence on the kindrsd people of the 
two countries." 

This letter was received with great satis
faction. In returning it to the queen, Lord 
Palmeraton wrote of it as doing {( equal honour 
to the good feelings and just appreciations of 
the person who wrote it, and to the royal 

prince to whom it relates." In reply her 
majesty wrote:-

"Your letter has afforded me the greatest 
pleasure, containing as it does such kind ex
pressions with regard to. my SOD, and assuring 
me that the character and object of hie visit 
to you and to the United States have been 
fully appreciated, and that his demeanour and 
the feelings evinced by him have secured to 
him your esteem and the general good-will of 
your countrymen. 

"I pnrposely delayed the answer to your 
letter until I should be able to couple with it 
the announcement of the Prince of WaJese 
safe return to,his home. Contrary winds and 
stress of weather have much retarded his 
arrival, but we have been fully compensated 
for the anxiety which this long delay has 
natnraJly caused us, by finding him in such 
excellent health and spirits, and so delighted 
with aJI he has eeen and experienced in hie 
travels. He caDDot sufficiently praise the 
great cordislity with which he has been every
where greeted in your country, and the friendly 
IIl8.D.ner in which you have received him; and 
whilst as a mother I am most grateful for the 
kindn ... ehown him, I feel impelled to expr088 
at the same time how deeply I have been 
touched by the many demonstratiollB of affec
tion towards myeelf personaJIy, which hie pre
sence has caJled forth. 

"I fully reciprocate towards your nation 
the feelings thns made apparent, and· look 
upon them as forming an important link to 
connect two nations of kindred origin and 
cha.racter, whose mutu~esteem a.nd friendship 
must always have so material an infiuence 
upon .their respective development and pro&
parity. 

(I The interesting and touching scene at the 
grave of General Washington, to which you 
aJlude, may be fitly taken as the type of Ou! 

present feeling, and I trust of our fnture re
lations." 

The Prin.e of Wales was to go to Cambridge 
for a year, Prince Alfred was to start in 
Janunry on a voyage to Jamaica, but the 
betrothal of the Princess Alice to Prince Louis 
of H .... on the 30th of November was the 
n .... t important event in the royal houeeholcL 
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At this time Prince Albert was suffering from 
another attack of illness which osused frequent 
uneasiness, though he rallied and returned to 
his arduous engagements, usually commencing 
work as early as half-past seveo,even in )!inter. 

The opening of the new year was, as we 
have seen, somewhat clouded by the death of 
the King of Prussia, and the remote political 
horizon was dim with rumours of serious dif
ferences which had arisen between the States 
of America; the Italian question and the pro
bable action of France were, however, more 
immediate troubles. 

Sunday the lOth of February, 1861, was the 
twenty-first anniversary of the royal marriage. 
Prince Albert wrote to the Duch ... of Kent 
at Frogmore :-

U I cannot let this day go by without writ
,ing to you, even if I had not to thank you for 
your kind wish.. and the charming photo
graphs. Twenty-one years make a good long 
while, and to-dayour marriage 'comes of age, 
according to law.' We bave faithfully kept 
our pledge for better and for worse, and have 
only to tbank God that be bas vonchsafed so 
much happiness to U8. May he have us in 
his keeping for the days to come! You have, 
I trust, found good and loving children in us, 
and we have experienced nothiug but love 
and kindness from you. 

" In the hope that your pains and aches will 
now leave you soon, I remain, as ever, your 
affectionate SOD, ALBERT." 

Two daye later the queen, writing to King 
Leopold, said:-

II On Sunday we celebrated with feelings of 
deep gratitude and love the twenty-first anni
versary of our blessed marriage, a day which 
has brought to UB, and, I may say, to the 
world at large, such incalculable blessings! 
Very few can say with me, that their husband 
at the end of twenty-one years is not only full 
of the friendship, kindness, and affection 
which a. truly happy marriage brings with it, 
but of the same tender love as in the very first 
days of our marriage! We missed dear 
Mama and three of our children, but had six 
dear ones round us, and assembled in the 
evening those of our household still remaining, 
who were with us then/' 

VOL. IV. 

The temporary parting between the queen 
and her beloved. mother was to be followed. 
by • longer one. In the beginning of March 
the duchess underwent a surgical operation in 
the arm to relieve the pain from an a.bscess, 
which itself was a. symptom of serious disorder 
of the health. 

On the 15th of the montb ber majesty re
ceived a favourable report of her mother's con
dition, and went with the prince-consort to 

inspect the new gardens of the Royal Horti
cultural Society at South Kensington~ then 
approaching completioD, from which the queen 
returned alone, leaving the prince to transact 
business with the committee of the society. 
While there he was suddenly summoned to 
Buckingham Palaoe by Sir J as. Clark, who bad . 
come up from Frogmore with the intelligence 
that the Duchess of Kent had been seized with 
a shivering fit, which he regarded as a very 
serious symptom. The queen, who had only 
& short time before received & letter from Wy 
Augusta Bruce, the duchess's lady-in-waiting, 
reporting tbat the ducbess had passed a good 
night, and seemed altogether better, describes 
berself in he,. diary as "resting quite happy in 
her arm-chair," having finished her work for 
the day, when, soon after six o'clock, the 
prince came in with the tidings which Sir 
Jam .. Clark bad brought, and said they ought' 
to go to Frogmore. Without loss of time the 
queen, with the prince, and also the Princess 
Alice, went by train to Windsor. "The way 
seemed 80 long," is the entry in lier majesty's 
diary, "but by eight we were at Frogmore. 
Here Lord J amea Murray and tbe ladies re
ceived us, and, alas! said it was just the same, 
but still I did not then realize what it really 
was. Albert went up, and when he returned 
with tears in his eyes I saw wha.t awaited 
me . .. . With a trembling heart I went up 
the staircase and entered the bed-room, and 
here, on a· BOfa, supported by cushions, the 
room much darkened, sat, leaning back, my 
beloved mama, breathing rather heavily, in 
her silk dressing-gown, with her cap on, look
ing quite berself. . • • 

"Seeing that our presence did not disturb 
her I knelt before ber, kissed ber de.r band, 
and placed it next my cheek; but tbougb she 

o. 
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opened her eyea,' she did not, I think, know 
me. She brushed my hand off, andth. dread
ful .reality was before me that for- the .first 

time she did not know the child she had ever 
received with such tender smiles! I went out 
to sob. . . • I asked the doctors if there 
was no hope. They said, they feared, none 
whatever, for wnseiousness had left her ..•• 
It was suiftrnion of water on the eheat which 

had come on. • . ." 

u At. the night wore on into the morning;.," 
again to quote her majesty's diary, ".1 lay down 
on the sofa at the foot of my bed, where at least 
I could lie stilt I heard each' hour strike, the 
cock crow, the dogs barking at a distance. 

:.. Every Boqud seemed to strike into one's in~ 
most soul. What would dearest Mama ha.ve 
thought of our passing a night under her roof, 
and she not to know it! At four I went down 
again. .All still-nothing to be heard but the 
he~vy breathing, and the striking, at every 
quarteJ.'"j of the old repeater, a large watch in 
a tortOise-shell case, which had belonged to my 
poor father, the sound of which brought back 
all the recollections of my childhood, for I 
always used to hear it at night, but had nQt 
heard it for now twenty-three years 1 I re
mained kneeling and standing by that beloved 
parent, whom it seemed too awful to see hope
lessly leaving IDe, till half-past four, when, 
feeling faint and exha.usted, I went upstairs 
aga.in and lay down in silent misery, during 
which I went through in thought past times, 
and the fearful coming ones, with the awful 
blank 'which would make such an inroad into 
our bappy family life." 

About half-hast seven the queen returned 
to the duchess's room, where the end was now . 

visibly approaching. There was no return of 
consciousness. About eight q clock, again to 

quote the queen's d~TY, "Albfnt took tue out 
of the. room for a short while, .but I eould not 
remain. When I returned the window was 
wide open and both doors. t sat on a foot

stool, holding her dear hand. :. • • Mean
time·the dear face-grew paler (~ough, in truth, 
her cheeks had that pretty fresh colour they 
.l ..... y., had, up to within haItan-honr of the 
lMt), the fe.turee longer, sharper. The breath
ing bet;;ame easier. I fell on my knees, holdw 

ing the- beloved hand, which .was still warm- . 

and soft~ though heavier, in both of min4il.' I 
felt the end was fast approaching, as Clark. 
went out to -callAIbert and Ali-ce,' I only lett 
gazing on that beloved face, and feeling- as if 
my heart would break. . . . It was a. 

aolemn, sacred, never-to-be-forgotten scene. 
t, Famter and fainter grew the breathing. 

At last it ceased i but there was no change of , 
oountenance, nothing; the eyes closed, as they 
had been for the last half-hour. . • . The 
clock struck half-past nine at the very moment. 
Convulsed with sobs, I fell upon the hand, and 
covered it with kisses. Albert lifted me. up 
and took me into the nex.t room, himself 
entirely melted 4lto tears, which is unusual 
for him, deep as his feelings are, and clasped 
me W, his arms. I Mked if all was over; he 
said, 'Y 6S l' 

(' I went, into the room again after a few 
minutes, and gave one look. My darling 
mother was sitting' as she had done before, 

but was already white! 0 God! How a~:ul! 
How mysterious! But whAt a. b1es§~' elld ! 
Her. gentle spirit-at re'st, her-SUiffi;i·~gs over! 
But 1,-1, wretched child !-who had 10l9~ the 
mother I so tenderly loved, from whom for 
these forty..;one years I had never been parted 
except for a. few weeks, what was my case? 
My childhood-everything Beemed to crowd 
upon me at' once.- I seemed to have Iivoo 
through a life, to have become old! What I 
had dreaded, and fought off the idea. of for 
years, had come, and must be borne. The 
blessed future meeting, and her peace and rest,. 
must henceforward be my comfort." 

If anything could soothe the feelings of hel' 
child at such an hour" it would have :been to 
see how loved and how mourned the Duchess 
of KElnt was by every member of her ho_use
hold, from the highest to tbe low~st. Some 
of them had been in her service for more than 
thirty years, _and there was not one but felt 
that in her a deat, friend had been Ibst. When, 
as evening drew OD, the hour came' for the 
queen and prince to leave the house, endeared 
to them by so many associations, and go to 
Windsor Castle, they left it through a crowd 
of familiar faces bathed in tears, every one of 
whom had some special link of associatien 
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with her, whom ihey we", to see no more. 
"I~ was," as the record~ady quoted notes, 
"a fearful moment. All lit up, aa,when we had 
arrived the night before. I clung to the dear 
room, to the house, to all,-and the arril"ing 
at Windsor Castle was dreadful."! 

The princess royal set out from Berlin as 
soon as the sad -intelligence reached her, and 
her presence and the faithful affection of the 
prince conaort, helped to comfort the heart 
of the queen. It is a merciful condition of 
our present existence that we cannot foresee 
the trials which we are to meet, or the ad
vancing shadows of that fatal year would 
have overwhelmed the royal wife and mother. 

The Prince Consort had long been in poor 
health. He suffered from imperfect digestion, 
from weakness, from rheumatic pains, from 

. sleeplessness. He had never allowed himself 
enough of actual repose. Even his recrea.tions 
appear to have been taken with a kiJid of 
methodical determinatiop. to make use of them 
as another kind of duty. He seems to have 
perpetually .. ddled him,elf with official har
ness. __ In the latter days of his life the train~, 
ing of his old tutor Baron Stockmar began to 
show ita weak side. Stockmar had a notion 
that he could settle and define the political 
positions and proper methods of government 
of an the countries of Europe if the rulers and 
the people would but listen to his philosophic 
interference. Prince Albert was too wise to 
be a meddler, but 4e was always anxious· to 
be doing something to help on the government 
of the country, and -his sagacity was J;'eally 
often of so much importance both to the queen 

. and to the ministry, while his tact in avoiding 
tfut assumption ·of authoritY was so good, that 
he was prone to undertake an amount of public 
b'usiness which his physical powers were un
a.ble to sustain. Unhappily he continued to 
work in spite of symptoms which should have 
sent him at once to rest and to ~refuI nursing. 
His was not a physique to bear pain or to 
recover quickly from the weakness caused by 
want of sleep and want of digestive power, 
but he had the courage· to act as though he 
was comparatively free from suffering. An 

1 TAs Queen's. Dia.ry; Life O/tke Prince OOnBort. 

entry now and then in his'diary attested that 
he felt ill-wretched-depressed. The queen 
was anxious, and those immediately a.ssociated 
with the royal family feared that his condition 
was such as to render him liabl~ to more serious 
illness shonld he be exposed to any exciting 
cause of disease. The prince never. seemed 
to have_ what one may call a grip on life. 
Hi, physi<al vitality w.. low. People of 
great physical vitality may work on through 
pain and sickness and _temporary feebleness 
by sheer force of will and recuperative power; 
on the other hand people of low vitality may, 
by moral courage, refuse to notice the weak
ness that is creeping on them and will work 
on in spite of it. In these respects the same 
apparent results may be attained by self-asser
tion and by self-suppression. Prince Albert 
was well aware of his own constitutional ten
dency. "I do not cling to life. You do; but 
I set no store by it," he 00d said to th~ queen 
in the cou~ of a conversation not very long 
before his fatal illneas. "If I knew thAt those 
I love were well cared for, I should be quite 
ready to .die to-morrow ..•• I am sure if I 
had a severe illness I should give up at once, I 
should not struggle for life. I have no tena
city of life." 

Whether he had already become affected by 
low or gastric fever -when he went, weak 
and "out of S(Irts," to Sandhurst on the 27th 
of November, 1861, to inspect the buildings for 
.the Staff College and Royal Military Academy 
then in progress, could not be positively de
clared. It was, however, to that journey, 
made while he was in a condition to receive 
injury from fatigue or exposure or other dele
terious in:ftu~nces, that the subsequent char
acter of the illness was attributed. It was 
but three or four hours' drive from ,Windsor 
to Sa.ndhurst and back; but the weather was 
tempestuous with in~sant rain. Still there 
seemed to be little w apprehend, and though 
his sleeplessnef3S continued, and he felt tired 
and uncomfortable, he went out shooting with 
Prince Ernest ,~f Leiningen the next day. 
On the Sunday his discomfort and feeling of 
illness continued; but on the Monday he visited 
the Prince o~· Wales at Ca.m bridge, returning 
on the foIlr,wing day, The weather was still 
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very stormy, and on his again· arriving at 
Windsor he was much prostrated. He would 
not treat himself as an invalid, however, and 
88 at that time there was much excitement 
because of the serious dispute with America 
about the seizure of Mr. Mason and Mr. 
Slidell on board the Trent (a matter to which 
we shall presently have to refer) he was 
almost constantly occupied in conference or 
cotTeSpondence with members of the govern
ment. The last thing ever written by the 
prince were alterations and ame.udmenta which 
he proposed should be made in the despatch 
sent from the govemment to Lord Lyons as 
our representative at Washington, and it was 
to the impression caused by his representations 
that the success of the despatch was largely 
attributed. 

The illness of the prince increased, and 
though he appeared amidst the guests at 
Windsor Castle, among whom were Mr. and 
Mrs. Gladstone, the Du. de Nemours and 
Lord Carlisle, he suffered much from weak
ness and depression. He slept little, felt chilly 
and wretched, and could take very little food. 
Still he observed h~ usual habits of industry, 
and the morning after the arrival of the Pl'()oo 
posed despatches to Lord Lyons at Washing
ton, rose at Beven o'clock to write the memor
andum containing the amendments which he 
submitted to the queen. 

By the time that a letter reached him from 
the ministers, speaking in high terms of the 
draft containing these amendments, he was 
worse. On the morning of the 2d of Decem~ 
ber Dr. Jenner was sent for, and was followed 
by Sir Jam .. Clark. The prince was unable 
to appear at dinner, and Lord Prumerston, 
who with the Duke of Newcastle and Sir Allan 
M'Nab fl"Om Canada had arrived as gnests, 
was muoh distre .. ed, \\Ild urged that a third 
physician should be ";~t for. This was not 
thought to be necessary, and for two or three 
days afterwards there w~ much hope that 

. the disorder might take ~ favourable turn 

without the development Of~fever, of which 
the prince himself had a pe.u dread. Un
happily these hop.. were f trated. Day 
after da.y, though there were ma symptoms 
that appeared to be not unfavou ble to his 

recovery, the fluctuations of the disorder gave 
rise to serious apprehensions. Dr. Watson 
and Sir Henry Holland were celled in. All 
that medical skill oould accomplish was doubt
less secured, but the depressed condition of 
the prince, his inability to take food, his pros
tration from want of sleep, and that want 
of vital force were against him. Lord Pal
menton, and indeed every member of the 
government, na.y, all to whom the intelligence 
of the patient's condition was conveyed, felt 
the greatest grief and anxiety. 

It may be imagined what days of sorrow 
those must have been to the queen herself, 
who, with the Princess Alice, was there to 
watch BDd soothe and read to him while he 
could bear it; and who, when the last sad 
hours came, would only leave his bedside for 
the adjoining room. We can do no more than 
record the great and solemn grief of the ten
der devoted wife, and the SOttOw of the loving 
daughter. In the simple words of her own 
diary her majesty afterwards wrote of those 
psrtinghoure, and they are the words of a 
heart-stricken woman, who yet, with the self~ 
control that is ODe of her queenly virtues, gave 
way to outbW'Sts of sorrow only in private, 
and eat outwardly calm and ready for whis
pered word or sigu, with the beloved head 
leaning upon her shoulder, the hand clasped 
in her OWD. 

Early on the morning of Saturday the 14th 
of December the prince's appearance had in~ 
dicsted 80me rsllying of his powers, and phy
sicians and attendants were striving to hope 
tha.t the crisis might pass favourably, but 
during the day the symptoms became unmis
takable. As the evening advanced her ma
jesty retired to give way to her grief in the 
adjoining room. She had not long been gone 
when a. rapid change set in, and the Princess 
Alioe was requested by Sir James Clark to 
ask her majesty to return. The import of the 
summons was ~ plain. When the queen 
entered she took the prince's left hand, "which 
was already cold, though the breathing was 
quite gentle," and knelt down by his sid .. 
On the other side of the bed was the Prince .. 
Alice, while at ita foot knelt the Prince of 
Wales (who had been snmmoned from Cam-
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bridge the previous evening) and the Princess 
Helena. Not far from the foot of the bed 
were Prince Ernest LeiDingen, the physicians, 
and the prince's valet UShlein. General the 
Hon. Robert Bruoe knelt opposite. to the 
queen, and. the Dean of Windsor, Sir Charles 
Phipps, and General Grey, were also in the 
room. 

C( In the solemn hush of that mournful 
chamber there was such grief as haa rarely 
hallowed any death·bed. A great light, which 
bad blessed the world, and which the mourners 
had bnt yesterday hoped might long bless it, 
was waning fast away. A husband, a father, 
a friend, a master, endeared by every quality 
by which man in such relations can win the 
love of bis fellow-man, was passing into the 
Silent Land, and hie loving glance, hie wise 
counsels, hie firm manly thought should be 
known among them nO more. The castle 
clock chimed the third quartor after ten. 
Csbn and peaceful grew the beloved form; 
the features settled into the beauty of a per. 
fectly serene repose; two or three long, but 
gentle, breaths were drawn; and that great 
soul had :Bed, to seek a nobler scope for its 
aspirations in the world within the veil, for 
which it had often yearned, where there is 
rest for the weary, and where 'the 8piri~ of 
the just are made perfect.J»l 

These words, quoted from the closing chap
ter of the record which the queen herself 
directed and approved, need no eulogistic 
addition bere. When the great bell of St. 
Paul's tolled for the death of the prince who 
had outlived false reproacb and lived down 
all but the basest suspicion, it struck its deep 
note to every heart tha.t heard it, and its 
solemn echo sounded through the empire. 
The queen did not mourn alone. The whole 
nation sorrowed with her. Men went about 
speaking low, women wept, and even children 
looked with wistful faces and felt the ohadow 
of a great grief when they hea..rd that fl Prince 
Albert," whoeo portrait they had seen in 
almost every street, whose name had been' 
associated with nearly all that had been told 
of new parks, and schools, orphanages, and 

1 We qf tM Prifll» Omaorl. by Sir Theodore MartIn, 

asylums, of open spaces and exhibitions, of 
better means of learning, and working, and 
playing in largo towns, had left the queen a 
widow and the young princes and princesses 
fatherl .... 

Before the words of the poet...laureate gave 
the emphasis of noble words to the message 
that had already gone out from the hearts of 
the people in signs and sounds of grief, the 
name cc Albert the Good" had been acceptFld 
in its significance and made enduring in the 
public memory. 

Realizing wbat manner of man Prince 
Albert was, and truly estimating the work 
of hie that should live after him, and the 
memory of him that would be most likely 
to endure, there could scarcely have been a. 
better or more just and appropriate tribute 
to hie memory than that delivered by Mr. 
Gladstone in bis address before the Aosocu.. 
tion of Lancashire and Cheshire Mechanics' 
Institutes at Manchester, on the 23d of April, 
1862, and therefore shortly after the death 
of the prince and during the pressure of the 
cotton famine. The occasion, the audience, 
the circumstances, were such as would well 
serve to tum men's thoughts to the bereave
ment which the country had so recently sus
tained. We may at least see in the words 
themselves some reflection of wha.t was felt 
and of what even now continues to be felt in 
relation to a l~ which was a national ca.1a
mity. Mr. Gladstone said:-

.. In many a humble cottage, darkened by 
the calamity of the past winter, the mop.rning 
inhabitants may have checked their own im
patience by reflecting that, in the ancient 
palace of our kings, a woman's heart lay bleed· 
ing; and that to the supreme place in birth, 
in station, in splendour, and in power, was 
now added another and esdder title of p ..... 
eminence in grief. 

"For perhaps no sharper stroke ever cut 
hum.an lives asunder than that which in 
December last parted, so far as this world of 
sense is concerned, the lives of the Queen of 
England and of her chosen consort. It bad 
been obvious to us all, though necessarily in 
different degrees, that they were blest with 
the possession of the secret of reconciling the 
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discharge of incessant and wearing public 
duty with the cultivation of the inner and 
domestic life. The attachment that binda to
gether wife and huaband was known to be in 
their case, and to have been from the first, of 
an unusual force. Through more than twenty 
years, which llowed past like ODe long un~ 
clouded summer day, that attachment was 
cherished, exercised, and strengthened by all 
the forms of family interest, by all the asso
ciated pursuite of highly cultivated minda, by 
all the cares and responsibilities which sur
round the"throne, and which the prince was 
called, in his own sphere, both to alleviate 
and to Bha.re. On the ODe side, such love is 
rare, even in the annals 4£ the love of woman; 
on the other, such service can hardly find a 
parallel, for it is hard to know how a huahand 
could render it to a wife, unless tha.t wife 
were also queen. 

"So, then, she whom you have seen in your 
streets & source of joy to you all, and herself 
drinking in with cordial warmth the sighte 
and the sounds of your enthusiastic loyalty, 
is now to be thought of as the first of English 
widows, lonely in proportion to her elevation 
and her cares. . . . . 

"If the mourning of the nation for the Prince 
Consort's death was universal, yet within cer· 
tain precincts it was also special. . . . . 

"In his well-ordered life there seemed to be 
room for all things-for every manly exercise, 
for the study a.nd practice of art, for the ex
acting cares of a splendid court, for minute 
attention to every domestic and pa.ternal duty, 
for advice and aid towards the discharge nf 
public business in ita innumerable forms, and 
for meeting the v()luntary calls of an active 
philanthropy: one \ day in considering the 
best form for the wellinge of the people; 
another day in bring> g his juat and gentle 
infiuence to bear on tll relations of master 
and domestic servant; other in suggesting 
and supplying the means of culture for the 
most 'numerous classes; other in some good 
work of almsgiving or rell n. Nor was it a 
merely external activity whi he displayed. 
His mind, it is evident, was t eeplyea.roest 
to be satisfied in anything, r or greater, 
with resting on the surface. Wl a strong 

grasp on practieal life in all ite forms, he 
united a habit of thought eminently philoso
phic; ever refemng facts to their causes, and 
pursuing action to its consequences. 

"Gone though he be from among us, he, like 
other worthies of mankind who have preceded 
him, is Dot altogether gone; for, in the words 
of the poet-

"I Your heads must come 
To the cold tomb j 
Only the actions of the just, 
Smell sweet and blosaom in their dust.' 

"So he has left for all inen, in all classes, 
many a useful lesson to be learnt from the 
record of his life and character. For example, 
it would, I believe, be difficult to find any
where a model of a life more highly organized, 
more thoroughly and compactly ordered. Here 
in Manchester, if anywhere in the world, you 
know what order is and what a power it holds. 
Here we see at work the vast systems of 
machinery, wbere ten thousand instruments 
are ever labouring, each in ita own proper 
place, each with ite own proper duty, but all 
obedient to one law, and all co-operating for 
one end. Scarcely in one of these your own 
great establishmente are the principles of 
order and its power more vividly exemplified, 
than they were in the mind and life of the 
Prince Consort. Now this way of excelling 
is one that we all may follow. There is not 
one among us all, here gathered, who may not, 
if he will, especially if he be still young, by 
the simple specific of giving method to his 
life, greatly increase ita power and efficacy for 
good. 

"But be would be & sorry imitator of the 
prince who should snppose that this process 
could be astisfactorily performed .. a mechan
ical process, in a presumptuous or in a servile 
spirit, and with a view to selfish or to worldly 
ends. A life that is to be like his, ought to 
find refreshment even in the midst of labours; 
nay, to draw refreshment from them. But 
this it cannot do, unless men can take up 
the varied employments of the world with 
something of a childlike freshness. Few are 
they who earry on with them that childlike 
freshness of the earliest years into after life. 
It is that especial light of Heaven, described 
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by Wordsworth in his immorta.l Ode on 1M 
RecoUe<lio .. 0/ Childhood; that light-

• Which lies about us in our infanoy,' 

which attends even the youth upon his waYi 
but at length-

'The man perceives it die away, 
And fade into the light of com_mon day.' 

Its radiance still plays about a favoured few: 
they are those few who, like the prince, strive 
earnestly to keep themselves unspotted from 
the world, and are victom in the strife. 

U In beseechiog, especially the young, to study 
the application to their daily life of that prin
ciple of order which engenders both diligence 
and strength of will, and likewise so greatly 
multiplies their power, I am. well assured that 
they will find this to be not only an intellec
tual but a moral exercise. Every real and 
searching effort at self-improvement is of itself 
a lesson of profound humility. For we can
DOt move a. step without learning and feeling 
the waywardness, the weakness, the vacilla
tion of our movements, or without desiring to 
be set up upon the Rock that is higher tha.n 
ourselves. Nor, again, is it likely that the 
.elf-denial Imd oelf-discipline which the.e 
efrorts undoubtedly involve, will often be 
cordially undergone, except by those who ele
vate and extend their vision beyond the nar
row scope of the yea.rs-be they what we 
admit to be few, or what we think to be 
many-tha.t are prescribed for ,our career on 
e&l'th. An untiring sense of duty, an active 
consciousness of the perpetual presence of 
Him who is its author and its law, and a lofty 
aim beyond the grave-these are the best and 
most efficient parts, in every sense, of that 
apparatus wherewith we should be armed, 
when with fnll purpose of heart we addreso 
ourselves to the life-long work of self-improve
ment. And I believe that the lesson which 
I bave thus, perhape at once too boldly and 
too feebly, presumed to convey to you in 
words, is the very lesson which was taught us 
for twenty years, and has been bequeathed to 
\18 for lasting memory by the Prince Consort, 
in the nobler form of action, in the silent wit
ness of an earnest, manful and devoted life." 

These worUs of Mr_ Gladstone may be said 
to have permanently recorded feelings which 
had been expressed not only by his colleagues 
in the government and by leading speakers 
in parliament, but by ministers of religion in 
places of worship and by me",", of addresses 
of eondolence forwarded to ber majesty from 
all parts of the kingdom_ To the people of 
this country and to a. large number of persons 
abroad the death of Prinoe Albert was little 
less than a. personal bereavement and had an 
indiv!dual influence. The grief was intimate 
and sincere; the mourning was truly national. 
The sermon preached by Dean Milman' at 
St. Panl'. Cathedral on the first Sunday after 
the news of the Prince Consort's death con
tained a passage wbich well expressed the 
common sentiment of the country: (( From 
tbe highest to the lowest it is felt that a great 
example has been removed from among us
an example of the highest and the bum blest 
duties equally fulfilled-<lf the household and 
everyday virtu .. of the husband and father, 
practised in a quiet and unostentatious way; 
with~ut effort or aid: as it were by the spon· 
taneoUB workings of a true and generous 
nature. To be not only bllLlIleless but more 
than blameless in those rela.tions is not too 
common in such high positions; but his duties 
to the queen's subjects as well as to the queen, 
bis duties to the great English family dis
persed throughout all the world as well as to 
the young family within the chamb .... of the 
palace, were discharged witb· calm thought 
and silent assiduity. No waste of time in 
frivolous amUsement, in vain pomp and glory, 
but usefulness in its highest sense: schemes 
of benevolence promoted; plans for the educa.
tion of the people suggested and fostered with 
prudent and far-seeing counsel, and with pro
found personal interest; great movements for 
the improvement of all branches of national 
industry, if not set on foot, maintained with 
a steady and persevering'impulse; in abort, 
notwithstanding foreign birth and education, 
a full and perfect identification of himself 
with English interesta, English char .. ter, 
English social advancement. All these things 
have sunk gradually, if not slowly, into the 
national mind. He was ours, not merely by 
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adoption, but, as it were, by a second na
ture." 

After the death of the Prince Conaart .the 
Queen, who had been during that aarrowful 
time aided by the calm devotion of the 
Princess Alice, called her children around her, 
and, though bome down with grief, exhorted 
them to assist her in doing her duty by them 
and by the country. The funeral of the prince 
took place at St. George's Chapel, Windaor, 
on the 23d of December, and, though attended 
by some pf the highest dignitaries of the realm . 
and the royal household, the ceremony was 
ahIlost private. The coffin was only placed 
in the entrance of the royal vault and not in 
the vault itself, as her majesty had determined 
to have & mausoleum constructed in the gar
dens at Frogmore, and had already .. leoted 
the place which was to be occupied by the 
building. Within a year afterwards thie 
ma.usoleum was completed, and on the 18th 
of December, 1862, the remains of the Prince 
Consort were removed thither from St. George's 
Chapel,. temporary stone sarcophagus having 
been provided to receive the coffin, which was 
not linaily placed in ~he permanent sarcopha
gus afterwards prepared for it until the 28th 
of November, 1868. 

Although the queen in her deep grief had 
felt unable to take any public part in affairs 
of state, and rema.ined in seclusion for a longer 
period than some of her subjeets thought 
was necessary or desirable, she continued to 
manifest her genuine interest in all that COD.

cerned the happiness and welfare of the 
people. At about the time when a year of 
mourning had expired a great calamity af
fecting a number of the humbler class of 
the popnlstion called forth her ready sym
pathy and aroused a feeling of pity throngh
out the country. The accident at the Hartl6y 
Colli6ry, near Neweastie-on-Tyne, probably 
exoited more consternation than any tragical 
event .in .. the wreck of the Rol/" CharIer in 
October, 1859. The ROJI" Chart..-, a home
w,..-d bound steamer from Australia, carrying 
a. large number of passengers and their posses
lions, including a. considerable quantity of 
gold, w .. wrecked in Redwharf Bay, Anglesea, 

during a fearful storm in which she kept near 
a lee shore in the hope of meeting with a pilot 
for Liverpool. The gale was so violent that, 
though the two anchors were let go and the 
engines were worked at full speed to lessen 
the strain, the chain cabl.. parted and she 
was driven on shore and struck. on the rocks 
astern. The passengers, among whom were 
a Ia.rge number of women and children, had 
been unaware of any serious cause for alarm 
when the vessel began to heat upon the sharp 
pointed rocks. The masts and rigging were 
cut away without avail, and she was thrown 
broadside on aud perfectly upright on the 
shelving stony beach, from which a rock pro
jected not more tha.n twenty yards from her 
head. One of the crew, a Portuguese named 
Joseph Rogere, bravely volunteered to carry 
• rope on shore, and succeeded in stroggling 
with it through the heavy surf. A hawser 
was then hauled out and fastened on shore 
and a "boatswain's chair" rigged to it, but 
the fury of the wind and sea prevented much 
use being made of it. In the saloon the ter
ror-stricken passengers had assembled and a 
clergyman, Mr. Hodge, attempted to hold a 
religious service; but the waves were already 
pouring througb, and even while Captain 
Taylor and another officer were endeavour
ing to allay the fears of those around them a 
succession of tremendoU8 shocks broke the 
vessel amidehipa and she ooon began to break 
up. A few of the crew contrived to reach 
the shore by the hawser, some persons were 
:flung bruised and elmost senseless on the rocks 
by the force of the waves, but of those on 
board 469 perished, Captain Taylor having 
been the last seen alive on board, where he 
had lashed himself to a epar, but did not 
succeed in hie attempt to .... pe. All the 
officers were lost. Few storms have left such 
strange evidences of their violen.ce. The iron 
safe containing the ship's treasure was after
wards discovered to ha.ve been broken up into 
shapeless m ...... and in the crushed fragments 
of smaller iron boxee, sovereign. and nuggets 
of gold were found imbedded .. though they 
formed part of the substance of the metal. 

The appalling circumstanceo of this wreck 
had made it historical. In the records of such 
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calamities the wreck of the Rollal. CharIer 
stood forth with telTible distinctn.... The 
story of the recovery of the bodies, of the 
awful solemn scene of the funeral in that re

mote Welsh buria.!-ground at Llaualgo near 
Moelfra on the coast, and of the anxious in-

I quiren who journeyed thither to look upon 
the faces of the dead, was still remembered 
when, more than two years afterwards, on the 

16th of January, 1862, tidings came of another 
dreadful accident, not upon the sea, but 
amidst a.ll the busy life and activity of a coa.!
pi~ where a. hundred and ninety-nine men and 
boys were working" underground.» 

The main features of the calamity at Hart
ley Colliery may be soon indicated. Closely 
adjoining the shaft of the mine on the east 
side, was 8. substantial stone structure contain
ing the machinery employed for keeping the 
pit clear of water. The pumping-engine was 
one of the largest to be met with in the coal 
trade, with a power equal to 400 horses. 

The accident occurred about half-past ten 
in the morning. The ·greater body of the 
miners in the pit had gone in at Doe o'clock 
in the morning, and were just about being 
relieved to come to bank by the back shift, 
which went in at nine o'clock. In fact, two 
se10 of men of the first shift had got to bank, 
and the third shift was "riding" or coming 
up the shaft in the cage, and had got hauled 
balfway up when the beam of the pumping
engine overbanging the shaft at the bank 
suddenly and without any warning 'snapped 
in two, the projecting outer half, weighing 
upwards of twenty tons, fa.lling with a tre
mendous crash right down the centre of the 
.beft. It struck the top of the brattice and 
carried the woodwork and timber, which ex
tended from the top to the bottom of the shaft, 
with it down the shaft. It encountered the 
ascending cage, bringing up eight miners, 
halfway. The survivors of the party stated 
that they first observed something shoot pest 
them with the velocity of a thunderbolt, and 
presently found. themselves overwhehned by 
a perfect hail of broken beams and planks. 
The iron cage in which they were ascending 
was shattered to pieces by the shock, and two 

of the unfortunate men were killed on the 
spot, and carried far down among the ruins. 
Of the remaining six three survived for some 
time, and the others were ultimately rescued. 

Of course as soon as the accident was known 
help amved from the neighbouring collieries, 
and every effort was made to reach the num
ber of men and boys imprisoned below; but 
only two men at a time could work at remov~ 
ing the obstruction, an<\ they had to be slung 
by ropes in the ll8.lTOW space. Meanwhile 
the Beene around the pit's mouth and in the 
neighbourhood was ead and touching. The 
police had some difficulty in keeping the space 
about the bank top sutliciently clear for the 
work to be carried on. Crowds of people 
came from the adjoining mining villa.ges, and 
even from distant places. Numbers of women 
remained all day in sad foreboding gl'Oups, 
after having stood. near the mine in the chill 
air of the November night. The wives and 
families of the men who wei's imprisoned 
below passed hither and thither with SOl'rOW

stricken faces. There. were plenty of experi
enced men, with brave hearts and strong 
hands, but the work could only be effected 
slowly j and though it was said that at one 
time on the Saturday (the third day of tbeir 
imprisonment) the men for whom they were 
labouring were heard working and signalling 
in the shaft, the obstructions bad been found 
to be more solid and closely wedged together as 
the explorers wOl'ked to the lower part of the 
shaft. Signals were made and not answered, 
and the sounds which had been heard ceased. 
It was supposed that the men had retired 
more into the workings. The managers of 
the pit felt conJident that the .. W88 not the 
least cause for alarm, unless the men should 
suffer from the effects of foul air; and this 
apprehension, as the event proved, was un
happily too well founded. The work of clear
ing away the obstructions in the shaft was 
continued night and day with unremitting 
vigour; but the men engaged in this praise~ 
worthy, but ditlicult and dangerous, task felt 
tbe effec10 of ths gases which had bee .. gene
rated below, and were compelled to suspend 
operations till a ventila.ting apparatus, com
posed of cloth, and ca.lled a cloth hratticing, 
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could be arranged. This was completed on 
Wednesday afternoon; and the shaft being 
cleared, to Bome extent, of gas, the terrible 
tragedy was revealed in all its horron. Three 
pitmen (volunteers) went down, penetrated 
the obstruction, got into the yard .. am by the 
eDgine~driftJ and found men lying dead at the 
furnace. They pushed their way through. 
The air was bad. Within the door they 
found a large body of men sleeping the sleep 
of death. They retreated and came to hank 
with the appalling intelligence. 

Those who went all through the works 
found no living man, but a hecatomb of dead 
bodies. The bulk of the bodies were lying in 
the gaJIery near the shaft. Families were 
lying in groups; children in the arms of their 
fathers; brothers with brothers. Most of 
them looked placid as if asleep, but higher up, 
near the furnace, Bome tall stout men seemed 
to have died hard. The oorn-bins were aJI 
cleared. Some few of the men had a little 
corn in their pockets. A pony was lying 
dead among the men, but untouched. 

To the usual danger of foul air was added 
the inroad of water into the workings. The 
Ie yard seam," where moat of the men had 
taken refuge, was not reached till the 22<1, 
and those· lying there bore the appearance 
of having been suffocated two or three days 
before. 

Indications of piety and of courage were 
not wanting from the first. Two of the men 
who were knocked out of the cage were partly 
buried in the ruins which choked the shaft. 
The elder Sharp could be heard praying among 
the rubbish where he was buried. Thomas 
Watson, who was hanging by the broken cage, 
heard the moa.ns and prayers of his unfortu
nate companion, and though much bruised by 
the wood that had struck him, he dropped 
himself down the pump on to the rubbish 
in which poor Sharp was buried, and prayed 
with him until he expired, though every mo
ment Watson himself expected to be engulfed 
where he stood. After Sharp'. death Watson 
scrambled back to the cage, where he hung 
for many hours, till he and his other two 
companions were rescued. 

Amos, the "overman," and one of his 

deputies Damed Tennant, a fine fellow who 
had been to the Australian gold mines hut 
had returned, would, it was believed, lead the 
men out of the pit and to a place secure from 
the watel'. This they succeeded in doing, and, 
like true captains of industry, they died at 
their post. They had struggled up through 
the furnace drift after the accident, and had 
hacked and hewn at the obstruction in the 
shaft until the Sunday afternoon, when Do fall 
of stone took place in the shaft which drove 
them away, and they were found lying at the 
post of danger, but the post of duty-the 
furnace-having died in mortal agony, the 
men and boys "in byn ha.ving subsequently 
slept quietly away. 

The Hartley oolliers haa the character of 
being steady and thoughtful men. There 
was no public-house :within a mile of the 
village; many of the miners were abstain
en from intoxicating drinks, and severs! of 
them were local preachers and cJass leaders 
among the Methodist communities. A. num
ber of the dead were lying in rows on each 
side, aJI quiet and placid as if in a deep sleep 
after a heavy day's work. In a book taken 
from the pocket of the overman was a memor
andum dated "Friday afternoon (17th), half
past two o'clock. Edward Armstrong, Thomas 
Gledson,J ohn Hardie, ThomasBell,and others, 
took extremely ill. We had also a prayer
meeting at a quarter to two, when Tibbs, H. 
Sharp, J. CampbeU, H. Gibecn, and William 
Palmer- (here the sentence was incomplete). 
Tibbs exhorted to us again, and Sharp also." 

Mesaages to famili .. were found scratehed 
on flasks and boxes; there appeared to have 
been no little calm and peace at meeting 
death. 

The scene as the bodies were slowly rescued 
and hrought to the hank was very paiuful. 
About 5000 people had assembled by that time, 
and the widows and orpbans knew the worst. 
Occasionally a. stifled groan or a. hysteric cry 
would be heard from the crowd as some well
known face slowly rose up out of the dark 
chasm, but for the most part a reverent silence
was kept 1hroughout. With the shaft in its 
present condition it was found impossible to 
lower a cage of the usual character, and the 



THE CHINESE W AR--EXPEDITION TO PEKIN. 69 

bodi .. were brought up in slings passed under 
the armpits. As each came to earth it was 
unslung, wrapped in a. winding-sheet, and 
placed in a coffin wbicb stood by on a truck. 
As each was identified his name -. cbalked 
on the coffin, and it was 'Wheeled away from 
tbe platform &Ild delivered over to the friends 
wbo stood waiting outside tbe barrier. Tbe 
bodies of those men who lived in the village 
hard by were carried there at once, and for 
others who came from a distance there were 
heerses &Ild carts in waiting. Still, tbisl""CeBB 
was slow, and in leaving the colliery to get to 
tb. railway stotion the path lay through long 
lines of piled-up coffins, some of which had 
already received their gbastly burden and 
others were standing ready for it. The coffins 
were made in a peculiar fashion, the head part 
opening out on a hinge, so that it might be 
readily turned back for tb. relatives to cast a 
last look on the features of the dead. Almost 
every cottage had a coffin, some two, one five, 
aud one poor woman had lost a btlSband, five 
BOllS, and a boy whom they had brought up 
and educated. Most of the funerals took 
place on Sunday at Earsdon Church, in a piece 
of ground given by the Duke of Northumber
land. The scene was solemn and deeply touch~ 
ing as the relations followed the coffins to the 
graves, singing the hymn commencing, 

.. Oh God, our help in ages past." 

Deep sympathy was everywhere manifested 
on behalf of the bereaved suffe~rs) and by no 
one more than by the bereaved queen st Os. 
borne, who directed that intelligence should 
be constantly conveyed to her, and whose first 
message said she was (I most anxious to hear 
that there are hopes of saving the poor people 
in the colliery for whom her heart bleeds. JJ 

On the ead Sunday of the funerals a letter, 
addreesed to Mr. Carr, tbe head viewer of the 
colliery, by command of her majesty, was read 
by the incumbent of Earsdon at alargereligious 
meeting held on the pit-head. 

"Osborne, Jan. 28, 1862. 

Ie The queen, in the midst of her own over
whelming grief, has taken the deepest interest 
in the mournful accident at Hartley, and up 

to the last had hoped that at least a consider
able number of the poor people might have 
been recovered. alive. The appalling news 
since received has aftlicted the queen very 
much. Her majesty commands me to say 
that her tenderest sympathy is with the poor 
widows and mothers, and that her own misery 
only makes her feel the more for them. Her 
majesty hopes that everything will be done as 
far as possible to alleviate their distress, a.nd 
her majesty will have a sad satisfaction in 
assisting in such a measure!' 

There were 103 widows and 257 children 
left destitute, while the number of sisters, 
parents, and other relatives who bad relied 
for support on those who had perished made 
the total 407. Her majesty bad readily sent 
£200 towards their relief, and other subscrip
tions quickly followed. The large sum· of 
£81,000 was ultimately subscribed, a fourth 
part of which was contributed to a fund opeued 
by the lord-mayor at the Mansion-house. Of 
course the large coaJ.-ownel'S, many of the 
mining engineers, the Earl of Durham, the 
Duke of Northumberland, and others con
tributed largely; and tbe London Stock
exchange subscribed nearly £1000 in a single 
day. 

It is necessa.ry for a complete survey of the 
position occupied by England, and by the 
government a.t the period we are now con
sidering, that we should- look back for a mo-
ment to the early part of the year 1860. 
Public attention at that time was fixed chiefty 
on Italy, but we had taken a prominent part 
in some more distant operations, where the 
combined action of the French and English 
forces continued to support an alliance be
tween the two nations. Our difficulties in 
China had not terminated with the draft of 
tha~ treaty of Tien-ts~, which, as we have 
seen, was arranged by Lord Elgin and Baron 
Gros. The treaty itself was to be ratified at 

.Pekin, within a year of the date of its signa
ture, in June, 1858, and Lord Elgin returned 
to England, and his brother, Mr. Frederick 
Bruce, went out in March, 1859, as envoy ex
traordinary and minister plenipotentiary, with 
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orders to proceed by wa.y of Peiha to Tien-tBin 
and thence to Pekin. It was in fact suspected 
tha.t the Chinese, who had an insurmountable 
objection to any foreign envoy entering Pekin, 
would use any excuse for deIa.y or for the 
actua1 fuIJilment of the treaty in the manner 
determined on. For this reason Mr. Bruce 
was authorized to go to the mouth of the 
Peiha with a naval force, and on board a man
of-w81', to Tien-tsin, which itself sta.nds on the 
Peiho, near the confluence of several streams 
which How into it, Pekin being about a hWl
dred miles inland from the mouth of the 
Peiha, but connected with the river by a. ca.nal. 
The expedition was eo ordered that Admiral 
Hope, who was in command of the British 
naval force, had sent word to Taku, at the 
entrance to the Peiho, to eay that the English 
and French envoys were coming. When they 
reached there with the admiral and a Heet of 
nineteen vessels, it was found that the -sus

picione communicated to Mr. Bruce by Lord 
Malmesbury ae the reason for his taking 
effectual meane of reaching P~kin were jneti
lied. The river was cloeed by Btakes and 
obatructions, the Taku forts commanding ite 
entrance were defended by a crowd of armed 
men, who, in reply to the demand to let the 
envoys and the naval escort pass, declared 
that they belonged to a kind of militia, and 
that they had no ordere from the imperial 
authorities, but that they would Bend any 
meeaage from the troops to Tien-tein and wait 
for the answer. 

On the whole it was pretty evident that Lord 
::MaJ.mesbury's opinioDs were well founded. 
The Chinese were repeating their peculiar 
tactics of hostile demonstrations and foolish 
preva.rication, to be followed by bluster aud 
(aftsr they were defeated) an emphatic denial 
of intentional provocation. The defences of 
the river and of the forts at Taku, for the 
purpose of preventing the passage of the 
vessels of war and the envoys, were acts of 
defiance, or were regarded as such, and though 
it might have baen possible to have ~ken. 
another way to Pekin, there seems little ~D 
to BUPpoee that anything would have I\een 
gained by "sheering off· from Taku, either 

. because of theee preparaticns, or of tile pre-

tended irresponsibility of the force which had 
heen stationed there. Probably any such 
conroe would have been regarded by the 
foolishly crafty Chinese government as an 
evidence of actual fear. The Chinese soldiel'8 
were not cowards, they seem to have been 
poeseseed of a kind of conetitutional courage, 
and, considering their inferiority in physique, 
in weapons and warlike ability, they fought 
bravely. They appeared to have an ineradi
cable impression either that we, like them
.. Ives, threatened without the intention or the 
ability of proceeding to extremities, or that 
they would be in some occult way able to 
prevent the incursion of barbarians beyond 
a certain externa1 point of the Cel .. tial Em
pire. In endeavooring to estimate the con
duct of the Chinese, it is necessary to take 
particular account of what appeare to he a 
strange, if only a superficial peculiarity;
that of a certain childish, one scarcely likes to 
say child-like, temper in relation to troubles 
or ca.lamities, treating even grave misfortunes 
as temporary difficulties, and evading them by 
recurring to some possible immediate occupa
tion rather than making them serious tuming
pointe of life. The Chinese character would 
seem to be alike ahallow and simple, with a 
kind of contented cuDDing in place of wisdom, 
and a singular want of ability to estimate the 
value of a principle of truthfulness and loyalty 
beyond an immediate and pereonal loyalty to 
those who by power or affection can command 
it. This is not the place to enter into an exam
ination of the superficial but intricate mental 
characteristics of the ChinamaD, which may 
perhaps 'be compared to one of thoee carved 
ivory balls with which we are familiar, as the 
result of years of practice in minutely follow· 
ing immediate processes ffituiriDg consum
mate skill of manipulation, but ee1domdeve1op
ing much variety in ita ingenuity. 

At all events both the envoys and the ad
miral had 80mewhat underrated the courage 
or the ability of the foroe at TaklL When 
Admiral Hope sent again to demand that the 
passage of the river ehould be cleared, the 
reply was that they had eent a meeeenger to 
Tien-tain, and when an official came from 
Tien-tein, after the admiral had found that 
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the obstructions and defences had been in
creased, the only object of this mission seems 
to have been to obtain further delay. Mr. 
Bruce and the French envoy concurred in 
IIsking the admiral to clear a passage for the 
vessels, but by that time the forts we're well 
manned. When the gunboats approached the 
barriers, they were fired upon and four of 
them were dieabled, while the vessels of the 
Ileet got aground. An attempt to storm the 
forts failed, aud of about 1000 Eng1isb and 
100 French asaailants, 450 were wounded in
cluding tbe admiral himself and the com
mander of the French vessel which had joined 
in the attack. The attempt had to be aban
doned. 

Affairs had become serious, and it was de
termined by the governments of France and 
England that Baron Gras and Lord Elgin 
should return to carry out the treaty which 
they had concluded, and with a sufficient force 
to show that they were not to be triOed with. 
Sir Hope Grant was in command of the troops 
sent from England,&Dd GeneraldeMontauban, 
afterwards known as Count Palikao, at the 
head of the French. There was very little 
further delay. The Chin .. e at Taku fought 
with some obstinacy, but were quickly de
feated; the forts were taken,Tien-tsin was occu
pied, and the allied troops marched on towards 
Pekin. The Chinese government acted as it 
usually did, and ha.ving been beaten BOught 
for further negotiations for the purpose of 
keeping the foot of the barbarian out of the 
capital. As usual, too, no sooner had negotia
tions been admitted than the Chinese forgot 
their recent defeat and became insolent. At 
.11 events the subordinatee did. Lord Elgin 
had agreed that the Chinese commissioners 
should meet him and Baron Gras at Tangchow, 
a town about ten miles from Pekin, and sent 
thither his secretaries, 'Mr. Parkes and Mr. 
Loch, with some of the staff' of Baron Gros 
and several Englisb officers, to make arrange
ments for the interview. They were also ao
compa.uied by a gentleman named Bowlby, 
the correspondent of the Tima newspaper. 
The commissioners had marked out a large 
opace of ground to be occupied by the French 
and English force; but the secretaries and 

their companions on their return from the 
town found that~ a large body of Chinese had 
taken possession of this ground, and that it 
was necessary to pass through them amidst 
demonstrations which appeared to be men
acing. Unfortunately a squabble arose be
tween a French officer and some of the Tartars 
in the Chinese ranks, and an attack was made 
upon the European party. Though they car
ried a flag of truce and it was known that their 
mission was to arrange 8. conference 8.t the 
request of the Chinese the~elves,about thirty 
of them, French and English, including Mr. 
Loch, Mr. Parkes, Mr. Bowlby, Mr. de Nor
man, Captain Brabazon, 8.nd Lieutenant An
derson, were seized and dragged off.as prisonel'S 
towards Pekin. The numbers opposed to them. 
made any attempt at resistance useless. Mr. 
Bowlby, Lieutenant Anderson, and Mr. de 
Norman were taken to Pekin and put into 
tente. They were directly afterwards thrown 
on the ground, bound hand and foot, and 
placed in an open courtyard, where they re

mained exposed to the sun and the cold for 
three days without food. If they spoke they 
were kicked or beaten, and dirt was thrust 
into their mouths. Irons wel'e "fastened to 
their necks, wrists, and ankles, and they were 
then thrown into rough country ca.rts and 
taken away in different directions along with 
several of their companions who had also 
been captured. Some of them were shut 
in cages or prisons, and loaded with chains; 
the wrists of others were tightly bound with 
corde till the torture became unbearable. 
Lieutenant Anderson's sufferings were dread· 
fuL He became deltrioua and died. Mr. de 
Norman and Mr. Bowlby alao succumbed to 
the barbarous treatment they received. Mr. 
Loch and Mr. Parkes were bound, their arms 
behind them, and taken before the Chinese 
commander-in-chief and other officials, on 
approaching whom they were thrown down 
on their knees; they were then taken, half 
dead with pain, h~t, thirst, and fatigue, be
fore a Chinese secretary of state. They were 
deprived of their papers, letters, and watches, 
and then they were again roughly forced into 
8. cart and driven to PeJ:tiD, a journey which 
lasted seven hours, during which only a small 
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quantity of water was given them. Arriving 
at nightfall they were taken to a small dimly 
lighted room in the" hall (or hoard) of punish
ment," a room from the walls of which hung 
chains and implements of torture. Again they 
were forced on their knees before a. mandarin. 
Mr. Loch, who did not speak Chines., was 
cufl'ed, kicked, and ill treated for not answer
ing questions. Mr. Parkes, who could reply, 
was served in the same manner on the a,c.. 

cUB&tion that he gave lying answers. Both 
gentlemen were then removed to the common 
jail, & long barn-like building with grated 
windows, where the prisoners were half naked, 
filthy, savage-looking wretches, the worst class 
of criminals loaded with chaine. Here they 
were chained by their necks to 8. beam over 
their heads in BUch a manner that they could 
just lie down to rest on & bard board. Provided 
with only a little coa.rse food they were kept in 
this condition for several days. They were 
eventually restored; but of the twenty-four of 
their companions who were seized, thirteen 
died of the horrible usage tbey bad received. 
Those who survived continued to suffer much 
from the effects of torture and privation, and 
it is doubtful whether an,. would have been 
released bad not Lord Elgin refused to nego
tiate till the prisoners were returned, and if 
at the same time the allied armies had not 
been at the very gate of Pekin and ready to 
storm tbe city. 

Not till the city was surrendered and the 
French and English flags floated on its walls 
did the envoys hear of the atrocities by 
which BO many of those who went to preplU"e 
pacific negotiaticllS had been killed, and when 
the truth wos discovered, and the suffering 
survivors brought the evidence of theil' al
tered appearance before their countrymen, 
Lord Elgin could scarcely have all.yed tbe 
fury of the troops if be bad not at onoe deter
mined as a signal act of punishment to burn 
and utterly destroy the magnificent Summer 
Palace of the emperor. Much regret was ex
p ..... ed afterwards by some wbo regarded the 
net as an unnecessary piece of vandalism: but 
it was at anyrate better than the vengeance 
of indiscriminate slaughter would have been, 
and probably conveyed a more signal lesson 

of stem retribution to people who had as
sumed that the place was in a sense sacred, 
and who knew that it contained the accumu
lated treasures of the emperors of Cbina. 

The so-called palace was in fact a series of re!' 
markable buildings, occupying & kind of plea
sure-park surrounded by beautiful scenery, 
and with mountains on one side. of the in
closure. An eye-witness afterwards declared 
it would be impossible to convey any adequate 
idea of the quaint luxury and magnificence of 
tbe plaoe. After baving travereed tbe first 
palace, occupied chiefly by the throne-room, 
the visitor entered the park, beautifullyplanted, 
and containing watercourses, lakes, kiosks, and . 
pagodas in every variety, while no fewer tha.n 
thirty buildings at some distance from each 
other formed the suite of palaces, of whic!t tbe 
one painted & red or "lake" colour was the 
actual residence of the emperor, "the brother 
of the sun and moon!~ The exterior walls 
were of this colour, but ornamented with gold 
and rich fantastic. carving. Here bad been 
collected by the " celestial" emperor his trea
sures of art, suites of porcelain, flowered vases, 
jars, and ornaments of jadestone, ivory C8l"V-" 

ings, watches, clocks, gems, gold and silver 
ingots, necklaces of pearls, and other jewels. 

Prince Kung," the brother of the emperor, 
who was in communication with Lord Elgin, 
and had shown consid81'8ble sagacity in his 
efforts to prevent further outrages on the 
prisoners and to renew reasonable negotiations, 
was informed that no representations would 
prevent the destruction of this palace as an 
act of signal retribution. It was understood. 
that it would first be given over to pillage, 
and the French troope appear to have bad the 
start of our men in this magnificent opportu
nity for II looting. " The treasures acquired by 
some of them were afterwards referred to as 
being almoet fabulous. Watchee, jewels, rare 
works of art were, it was said, sold for very 
small sums. It may be remembered that a 
Captain Negroni, a year or two afterwards, 
had an exhibition at the Crystal Palaoe of 
jadestone vases and other ornaments ADd valu
ables which he' bad acquired from tbe sol
diers after the looting of the Summer Palace, 
and atories were afterwards told of a magni-
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ficent diamond necklace which found its, way 
tbrough the hand. of the French commander 
to the palace of the Tuileri... It may he men
tioned that among the puri08ities collected in 
the building were a presentation watch set 
with diamonds, several pictures and portraits 
of the time of Louis XIV., and some pieces 
of Sevres china. The contente of the Pekin 
treasury were said to be worth £6,000,000, 
but this was probably a fancy eetimate, and 
indeed the articles, except actual gems and 
gold and silver, could scarcely he valued; but 
it is certain that the French soldiers took 
possession of considerable treasure, and that 
our men had some booty though they did not 
obtain an equal share. So far as the ob
jects of art were concerned it was believed 

that those which were destroyed were nearly 
equal in value to the whole of the property 
that had heen pillaged, for the day after the 
place was sacked a party of soldiers armed 
with cluba went through the building smash
ing mirrors, gorgeous screens, painted panels, 
and everything of a fragile kind tbat re
mained. This was in revenge for the treatment 
experienced by the prisonere. The palace 
was then burned down, and any remainiDg 
portione were levelled to the ground, for it 
was said to have been within its precincta that 

'some of the captives received the grossest 
indignities. The sentence was sternly exe~ 
cuted, and a monument was ·set up with an 
inscription in Chinese saying that this destruc
tion of the imperial palace was the reward of 
perfidy and cruelty. 

Had Lord Elgin demanded the Burrender 
of those concerned in the outrages on the 
French and English captives any number of 
victims would doubtless have been handed 
over to him, consisting of wretches ignorant 
of the whole tra.naaction and innocent of hay· 
iug taken any part in it. There was no secu
rity that the real culprits would be punished, 
and the satisfaction of vengeance by. mere 
massacre would have been revolting. This 
was the reason assigned for the destruction of 
the Summer Palace at Pekin, and it was well 
founded. The allied troope had entered the 
capital througb the great gate named" Tran
quillity,' and the place was at their mercy. 

It was neither so large nor 80 magnificent a 
city as had been believed, and though, by the 
terms of the convention which was promptly 
concluded, France and England were to have 
representatives residing there either perma
nently or occasionally as they might choose, 
there was little advantage in that arrangement 
except to wow that China would be open 
to both countries. Tien-tsin was to be open 
to foreign trade and foreign residents. In 
addition to a large indemnity, the Chin ... 
agreed to pay compensation to the prisoners 
who had been maltreated and to the famili .. 
of those who had died from their injuries. 

At the time that the English and French 
troope were Completing the military and diplo
ma.tic victory at Pekin, intelligence arrived a.t 
London and Paris that some serious outbreaks 
in Syria. demanded immediate intervention. 
The Druses, a fierce and fanatical sect inhabit
ing the chain of the Libanus, had for some 
time previously been harassing the Marouite 
Christians whose villages occupied the adjacent 
country, and they had DOW made 8r series of 
attacks ending in the burning of the houses 
and the massacre of a. large Dumber of people 
accompanied by acte of horrible barbarity. 
Between these people and the Maronites there 
bad been unceseing disputes, in which tb. 
Turkish authorities stationed in the vill.a.ges 
or at Beyrout and Damascus seldom interfered 
and certainly never gave efficient protection 
to the Christians. It was DOW declared, and 
was afterwards pretty well proved, that they 
encouraged the Druses in their atrocities eveD 

if some of the Turkish Boldiere did not take 
part in them. The Druses were, of course, 
not Christians; but their religion was not 
accurately known. They were a fierce re
morseless tribe under the government of an 
emir and various chiefs, and occupying a 
territory as far south as the source of the 
Jordan, and to the north part of the Libanus 
and the latitude of Tripoli. They epoke Arabic, 
and their capital was Deir-el-Kamar in a 
valley on the west slope of the Libanus. It 
was supposed that these people were originally 
followers of Hakem-biamr-Illar, the sixth 
Fatemite Caliph of Egypt, who, in the eleventh 
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century, established a kind of secret sect at 
Cairo as an offshoot of the great schism of the 
Ishmaelites, and that the" Assassins" were also 
derived from the .eet .. tablished by Hakem. 
The Druses were said to believe in transmi~ 
gration, to worship a calf (probably the Egyp
tian Apia) as some typical expression of a 
mythical idea; they had a number of convents 
scattered among the mountains, and also pos
.... ed a college for the .tudy of Syriac. All 
the men were trained to the use of arms, and it 
was said that the emir could muster 40,000 
at a very short DOtice. They were formidable 
enough in themselves, but as the Maronites 
were even more numerous it is doubtful 
whether the Druses would have gained all the 
advantage in a.n open conflict. They had resort 
to ambuscades, and were join.d .by other wild 
tribes, the Kurds, and the Bedouins. Aided 
by the MussuIman sects end unchecked by the 
Turkish authorities they had wrought them
ee1ves into a frenzy aga.ilist the Catholic Chris
tians, and the result was that lSI villages 
were in ruins in little more than a month and 
above 70,000 inhabitanta of the Libanu8 were 
reduced to beggary, while ahout 7000 periehed 
in the massa.cres,"besides those who were killed 
in attempting an organized defence. The 
Maronites were doubtless little less fierce and 
quarrelsome than the Druse&, and hostilitiee 
between them had been frequent. The Chris
tian villages were numerous, and the Maronite 
population amounted toabove200,OOO,amongst 
whom were many Europeans, beside those 
conneeted with the Catholic and Presbyterian 
missions, while ma.ny of the native families 
had European names, a circumstance attri
buted to the probability of some of the Franks 
in the first crlleade having established them
selves in the telTitory of the followers of the 
Latin Church .ettled in the Lebanon. It is 
not necesea.ry to investigate the origin of the 
outrage which resulted in the savage on
alaught of the Druses. It WRS said that some 
time in the month of Maya Maronite monk 
was found murdered, and that by way of re
talia.tion the Maronites killed several Druses 
on the fint opportunity. At all events at 
the end of the month the Druses came down 
in force upon the villages neal' Beyront, and 

\ 

then attacked a large town under Mount 
Hermon. Instead of doing his duty by re
polling the aggressors, the Turkieh command
ant ordered the Maronites to disarm, pro
mising that he would protect them. They 
obeyed, and when they had given up their 
weapons he left them to their fate, the Druses 

. ruBhed into the place and massacred the whole 
population, the Turkieh soldiers making no 
eft'ort to save them, but in some cases joining 
the assail&nts in the work of slaughter. For 
more than a. month the atrocities were con
tinued by the Druses, who, as they detested 
Europeans even more than they hated the 
Catholic Maroniles, took little trouble to dis
criminate. Exulting at being able to carry 
on their ferocious excesses unchecked by the 
authorities who had been plaeed there to pre
serve justice and order, they succeeded in' 
aroU8ing the fanaticism. of others, and at the 
beginning of July a Turkish mob in Damascus 
attacked and 8et fire to the Christian quarter 
of the city. In one day nearly 2000 Christians 
were massacred, and the French, Russian, 
Austrian, Be1gian, Dutch, and Greek consu~ 
lates were destroyed. A number of the more 
important Mussulman residents in Damascus 
made strenuous efforts to save the Christians, 
and gave them shelter and protection j but the 
Turkieh governor, who bad a military foroe' 
under his command, remained apparently in
different, or at least made no earnest effort to 
interfere, so that the brutal mob and its insti
gators murdered their victims with a com
placencyderived from th .... umption that they 
acted under official approval. 

Alth08gh the affair might have been stopped 
by the troope before dark on the Monday, 
after that hour the mob increased in numbers 
every minute. Late in the evening about 300 
soldiers were sent to put a stop to the outrage, 
but many of them very ebortly joined in the 
plundering; while others used their arms to 
massacre the Christians. The who1e Christia.n 
quarter, which included some of the finest 
pnlaces to be found in the empire, was soon 
on~ mass of flames; and as the inmates D:ied 
to eecapo they were thrust back on the burn
ing piles by the bayonets of the Turkish regu
lar troops. One of the military chiefs who 
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oommanded in Damascus was Osman Beg, the 
miscreant who but three weeks previously had 
delivered up at Haabeyia upwaxds of 1500 
Cbriotians to be massacred by the Druses. 

No fewer tha.n six times did Mr. Brant, the 
English coDsul, and the Rev. Mi. Robson, 
Irish Presbyterian m.issionary, at the utmost 
risk of their liv.., go together to the Pacba 
Achmet, and urge him to do 80mething to 
save the lives of the Christians. NOj he said 
he conld, and showed thst he wonld, do 
nothing, but remained fI consulting n in the 
castle. When the last despstches left Damas
cus,at 2 p.ol. on the 12th of July, the burning, 
slaughter, mulder, pillage, and other atrocities 
continued, and became worse than ever; for 
the fanatics of the place had been just then 
joined by a host of Bedouins, Kurds, Druses, 
and other scoundrels, who were only too 
pleased at the chanco of pillage. 

The hero of the time was the brave and 
• generous chief Abd-el-Ksder, who repaid 

with interest the good-will with which he had 
been trested by the French after his defeat. 
In his house and its court,.yards in Damascus 
not only the European consllis but =y 
hundreds of Cbriotian. found shelter, and he, 
with his Algarin .. , held out against the horde 
of wretches who eought to destroy tho refugees. 
The English consnlate in the Moslem qu~ 
of the town had been respected, and there 
several hundreds were sheltered, while 3000 
were in the castle. It was said thst 2000 had 

. been massacred and the Christian quarter of 
the city was entirely destroyed, the lOBS of pro
perty being £1,200,000 .terling. The Lazar
ists, the Sistel'8 of Charity, and oth~r women 
of Damascus were at length enabled to leave 
for Beyrout under the protection of an escort 
of the brave followers of Abd~e1~Kader, who 
had at the beginning of the m .... cre aallied 
forth with his men and saved the lives of 
numbers, who were at once taken under his 
protection and their needs provided for. From 
first to last the outregee were eo horrible that 
the reports eonld ecarcely be much exaggerated. 
Lord DufFerin was on his way to Deir-el
Kama.r at the time of the massacre when the 
number of slain was put down at from 1100 
to 1200. "I travelled," he writes, "over moat 
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of the open country before the war was over, 
and came to Deir~el~Kama.r a few days after the 
massacre. AlmOBt every house was burned, 
and the street crowded with dead bodies, most 
of them stripped and mutilated in every pos
sible way. My road led through some of the 
streets: my horse could not even pass, for the 
bodies were literally piled up. Moet of those 
I examined had many wounds" and in each 
case was the right hand either entirely or 
nearly cut off; the poor wretch, in default of 
weapons, having instinctively raised his arm 
to parry the blow aimed at him. I eaw little 
children of not more than three or four 'years 
old stretched on the ground, and old men with 
gray beards. Beyrout itself was threatened 
by the infuriated and victorious DruseB, and 
the presence of an Euglish pleasure-yacht in 
the harbour, with a single gun, was supposed 
to have had more effect in averting danger 
than all the troope of the Turkish paeha, who 
rather connived at the 1Il8.&9&Cl'e." 

If any necessity for intervention in the 
affairs of Turkey had never bef-ore existed it 
seemed to be juetified at this time, and a con
vention of all "the great powers intrusted 
Fran .. and England with the duty of inter
posing and restoring order. The admirals of 
the alliOd force had orden! to disemberk at 
Beyrout the soldiers furnished from France, 
and the disturba.n.ces were quickly atTeSted. 
On the 16th of Jnly the sultan addressed a 
letter to the Emperor of the French, saying:-

U I have at heart that your majesty should 
know with what grief I have learned of the 
events in Syria. Let your majesty be con
vinced that I shall enlploy all my powers for 
establishing security and order in Syria, and 
that I shall .everely punish the guilty parti.., 
whoever they may be, and render justice to 
all In order to leave no doubt whatever of 
the intentions of my government I have in,:, 
trusted that important mission to my minister 
for foreign affairs, with whose principles your 
majesty is acquainted." 

Fuad Pacha, the minister sent by the sulta.n, 
was an hon~t and capable man. He carried 
retribution among the wretches who had been 
foremost in the atrocities, and caused more 
than one of the treschefl)UB Turkish official. 
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to be executed and othere of them to be d ... 
graded. When order was restored it was 
agreed by Ibe representativ .. of Ibe great 
powers meeting at Constantinople that a. 
Christian governor of Ibe Lebanon &bould be 
appointed in subordination to the sultan. It 
was nearly a yeaz before the French troops 
left Syria; and Lord Palmerston wrote on the 
26th of June, 1861, to Sir Henry Bulwer, 
aaying: "I am heartily glad we have got the 
French out of Syria, and a bard job it was to 
do so. The arrangement made for the future 
government of the Libanus will, I dare say, 
work sufficiently well to prevent the French 
from having any pretext for returningtbither." 
By that time occurrences of nearer and ap
parently much greater importance than the 
intervention in Syria. were occupying earnest 
attention; and the eyes of Europe had, during 
the whole of the previous year, been fixed on 
the progress of evenla in Italy, to which we 
must now briefly return. 

It &bould be remembered as &ome key to Ibe 
operation of the Frauco:ltalian war and to the 
events which imm.tely followed in Italy, 
Ibat in April, 1856, a note wae addreeeed by 
Count de Covour and Ibe Marquis de Villa,. 
marin .. Ibe Sardinian plenipotentiaries at the 
Paris conference, to the Englieh and French 
governments, in which, after stating !bat tbey 
had hoped !bat Ibe Congress of Paris would not 
separate without taking into serious considera
tion the state of Italy,aod deliberating on the 
means to be adopted for the re-establishment 
of its political equilibrium, disturbed by the 
occupation of a great part of lb. country by 
foreign troops. They said that Ibis hope had 
been disappointed, in consequence of the per
sistence of Austria in obliging the conference 
to be kept witbin Ibe bounds of lb. questions 
marked out for Wscusaion. They next called. 
attention to the system of repression and 
violent reaction in force since 1848, to the 
Dumber of political prisoners in the jails, the 
number of exiles, and the excited and revolu
tionary condition of the people. They then 
denounced the action of Austria in repressing 
the discontent of Ibe subjects 01 lb. am&ll 
Italian states, and to that end occupying the 

greater part of the valley of lb. Po and of 
Central Italy, making the Adriatic an Austrian 
lake, converting Piacenza. into a first-class 
fortreSs in contradiction to the Treaty of 
Vienna, holding a garrison at Parma, and pre
paring to deploy her forces all aJong Ibe Sar
dinian frontier. This appeal by Sardipia. 
against tbe occupation of Italy by Austrian 
troops was seriously received by France and 
England; the former, however, reserving any 
outspoken expression of principle which would 
be mede to includ. Rome and Ibe Pontifical 
States in the remonstrance against foreign 
occupation, Rome being then protected against 
insurrection by French troops. A message 
from the governments was sent to Naples, 
however, advising against the tyranny exer
cised over the people there; but the remon
strance was haughtily disregarded, and the 
result of communications was that both Eng
land and Francereca\led their plenipotentiaries 
from Ibe Neapolitan court. 

The Treaty of Villafranca, by which Austria 
re\inqniabed Lombardy;and Savoy and Nice 
were ceded to France, had neither completed 
Ibe unity of the Italian kingdom nor stayed 
Ibe progress of Ibose who had set tbemselv .. 
to achieve Italian freedom. The infamous Fer
dinand of N apl .. 'was dead-men had nick
named him Bomba because in the earlier 
struggle for liberty, when the people of Sicily 
rose against his tyrannies, he gave his com
mand in the one word" Bombadare I" and 
the town of Messina was bombarded from the 
citadel, with so much success in the destruc
tion of the people and the suppression of their 
complain", Ibat he afterwards repeated it in 
other places. We ha.ve already seen -with 
what precise but indignant emphasis Mr. 
Gladstone had arraigned Ibe government of 
Naples,and had dregged before Ibe world the 
story of its treacheries and the secrets of ita 
prison-houses;1 but neither remonstrances nor 
warnings changed the brutal indifference of 
Ibe king to Ibe wrongs inflicted on his subjects. 
He continued to believe in the policy of bom
bardment, and should Ibe tortured inhabitante 
of Naples wrilbe into rebellion, the guns of 

1 VoL IL P. tI5O. 
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the fort ..... of St. Elmo commanded the whole 
city and would in & few hours reduce it to a 
heap of ruins. He was left to bis own devices 
and to the gathering hatred of the people, a 
tyrant imprisoned as it were amidstjhe corrupt 
and cruel instruments of his oppression, unable 
to go beyond the reach of the guns which he 
was ready to tum against the subjects who 
detested him,-abandoned by the rep ..... nta
tives of the western powers of Europe, who 
refused to recognize his right to govern by the 
rules of barbarism, and left a miserable ex· 
ample of the perverted authority by which a 
sovereign can undermine a throne for his suc
cessor. 

The public regard had been somewhat 
diverted from Italy during the first part 
of the Crimea.n war; but Piedmont became 
one of the allies' in that vast campaign, and 
Sardinia had a voice in the Treaty of Pa.ris in 
1856. Three years aft:erwards France was in 
the field with Victor Emmanuel against Aus
tria., and after Magenta and Solferino, Victor 
Emmanuel meant, Dot Sardinia. oolr, but 
Italy. 

Again, in the front, where danger was·to be 
found and a. sword was needed, BOunded the 
name of Garibaldi When Rome had been 
abandoned ·by those on whom he had relied 
for support, he had marched out with the 
devoted band who answered to his appeal 
determined to fight his way to Venetia, and to 
make no compromise with the Austrians or 
with the troops of Bomba; but the enemy was 
in overwhelming force in the provinces of 
North.m Italy, and in tbe hardshipe and 
sufferings of that retreat from Rome his de
voted wife Anita died, and he was desolate. 
Nothing could he done for Italy, and the cause 
for which he was willing to sacrifice his life 
appeared to him to have be.n betrsyed and 
lost. He' therefore surrendered to the cara,.
bin.ers, who took him to La Marmora, th.n 
in command o.t Rome. Victor Emmanuel had 
made peaee with Austria after ·th. battle of 
Novara. Venice, after a noble struggle, had 
succumbed. There was nothing left for Gari
baldi but a prison or voluntary exile. To a 
prison neither La Marmora nor the King of 
Sardinia would Bend the patriot who had 

fought on the side of national liberty. The 
general receiv.d him with friendly hospitality, 
supplied him with funds to enable him to reach 
Tunis, and used some influence to support a 
proposition that he should receive a small 
pension from the government at Turin. For 
a time Garibaldi retired to • lonely rocky island 
called Caprera, off the north .... t coast of Sar
dinia, the place which afterwards became his 
home. Soon afterwards hereturned toAmerica, 
not again to take up arms, but to earn a living. 
His young children were consigned to the care 
of faithful friends of hi. own childhood at 
Nice. In 1850 he waa heard of aa having 
settled in New York, where he made and sold 
candles in a amall ahop next door to that of 
another exile, his old friend and comrade 
General Joseph A Vezz&va, who bad gone into 
trade as a tobacconist; but a seafaring life 
was more in accordance with Garibaldi's ad
venturous temper, and he Boon left N ew York 
for Peru, where he obtained employment as 
master of a v .... l trsding to Chin.. In 1854 
he was once more in the United States, and 
took command of the C .. ,,,,,, .. w.alth,an Ameri
can trader, in which he ma.de a voyage to 
Shields, and while there received the present 
of a sword forged in Birmingham. This sword, 
which was presented to him while he was the 
guest of Mr. Joseph Cowen, the present 
member for Newcastle, ha.d a gold hilt on 
which was an inscription stating that it was 
from tho people of Tyneaide, friends of Euro
pean freedom. But events 'were taking place 
in Europe which drew him homeward, and 
though he might have to wait, he felt that 
till the moment came when he should again 
strike for Italy, he must be near at hand. 
There are many who well remember Captain 
Giuseppe Garibaldi, the quiet capable com
mander of a steamer which for several years 
traded between Nice and Marseilles, and some' 
of those who had tra.nsactiODS with him which 
brought him to London, scarcely understood, 
or were completely ignorant of the fact, that 
this unpretentious self-contained man was the 
same who had fought for the independence of 
Monte Video, and had marched into Rome at 
the head of his old Italian comradea of Rio 
J aneira, the- nucleus of the TictoriOUB legion" 



68 GLADSTONE AND HIS CONTEMPORARIES. 

which was followed by a crowd of aboat 2500 
voluntee.... This was in April, 1849, and it 
may be intereotiDg to note what was said of 
the pen!OnaI appearance of Garibaldi aud his 
followers by Ohe who was present at the time: 
"He is a man of middle height, his counte .... 
auoe scorched by the sun, but marked with 
Iinee of autique purity. He sat his ho ..... as 
calmly and firmly M if it had been a part of 
him. Beneath his hat-broad.brimmed, with 
a narrow loop, and omamented with a black 
ostrich feath~ a forest of hair; a red 
beard eoverod all the lower part of his face. 
Over his red ehirt was thrown an American 
poncho, white, lined with Jed, like hie ehirt. 
His etaff wore the rod blouse; aud afterwards, 
the whole Italian legioa adopted that colour. 
Behind him galloped hie groom Aguyar, a 
stalwart negro, dressed. in a black cloak, aud 
carrying a Ian .. with a black pennaat. All 
who had come with him. from America wore 
pistols aud poniarde of fine workmanehip in 
their belta, aud carried whipa of buffalo akin 
in their handa." 

In 1855 Garibaldi had made his home in 
Piedmont, or rather in the island to which he 
had been allowed to retire y ..... before. Cap
rera had become his OWD, purchased, it ia said, 
for .£520, a eum which he wae able to payout 
of about £1600 inherited on the death of hie 
mother. It would have been no enviable re
treat to auy man unaccastomed to a eimple 
mode of living: one might even oay that only 
a man accuetomed to hardship eoold have long 
occupied the quartenl which the general appro
priated to himeelf. Some improvemento were 

made afterwarde in the lIIIIall eqnare white 
boaeeand ito eurroundinge, bat Colonel Vecchi, 
after visiting Garibaldi therein 1861,deeeribed 
it and ito belonginge graphically enough. It 
W8II situated on a level spot, shut in on ~e 
aide by greet rocks, and on the other by walls, 
the gete in which 10M a movable rail, a hori· 
... nta! pole auch aa is aeed to let horoeo in aud 
out of a meadow. There was a path running 
all round it. In front, on the other aide of the 
path, some pol .. were atuck in the ground to 
make a trellis for the vinea in summer. On 
entering, there was a vestibule which opened 
on the left into the room where Garibaldi'. lit1le 

daughter Teresita aud Madame Deideri her 
gnardisn dept; on the right was the chamber 
occupied by the general. At the back a stair· 
.... led up to the roof aud terraee; the short 
dark paeaageled toalllllall bed·room and to the 
kitchen. Here, on the right, was the wine
oellar; on the left, a pantry, from which the 
visitor passed into the aecretary's room, which 
was also a bed-room, and the arsenal " In 
August, when I first visited the house," said 
Colonel Vecchi, "there was only ODe chair, 
and that had DO back. Now there are some 
new maple-wood chairs, preaented by the 
officers and crew of the W tuhington, with the 
donors' names inscribed on the back, and some 
walnut-wood chairs belonging to Deideri. 
The hero'. room, also, is more eomfort&bly 
furnished. Itcontains a IIIIIall plain iron bed· 
stead,with muslineurtains hanging fromacane 
tester, a walnut-wood writing-table, and a 
cheat of drawers, with a dreeaing glsea on the 
top, blocking up a window that looks towarde 
the north. Close to the bed stands a dcal 
stoo~ eovered with books and lette.... On a 
cord stretched from the walls across the room 
are hung to dry the general's rod shirto aud 
YariOUB other garmenta, for be changes his 
clothes every time he changes his occupation. 
The fireplace is in the middle of the wall •• 
the end of the room j some 10g9 are always 
kept blaaing in it on .... unt of the damp, for 
beneath the stone Soor is the eistern which 
receives the water from the gutten when it 
rains, and this cansea the 1Iage to be always 
Biimy and ·wet. On each aide of the fireplace 
are book"""", containing works on shipping, 
history, and military teA:tics; but books aud 
bundles of papers, to tell the truth, ere all 
around, lying on every available piece of ful'
nitare. Over the mantelpiece haage a portrait, 
in water-eolours, of his infant daughter Rosita 
who died at Monte Video. At the head of 
the bed in au ebony frame bange a lock of heir 
of his wife hit&, the brave 'Woman who is DO 

more. There never was a more simple Spartan 
retreat choaen by a hero.'" 

A simple retreat certainly, but not one 
judiciously chosen by a hero who sofferod 
frequently from acute rheumatism; Garibaldi 
was never judicious in his own interests nor 
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even ordinarily careful of his own conveni
ence. Caprera, however, was far away from the 
probable calls of curious cc interviewers" who 

would have annoyed him-far from the crowds 
who would have followed and shou1;¢ and 
put him out of countenance. There was 
nothing that Garibaldi disliked more than the 
popularity which was manifested by sight
eeers-he may ·be eaid to have feared demon
strations in his honour, at all events he ran 
away from them, and some years later made a 
hurried escape from London lest he should 
continue to encounter them.. 

It was from his plain and somewhat cheerless 
house in the islet from which he could look out 
ever towards the sea that Garibaldi had been 
called to aid in the war. Cavour was astute 
enough to know that the preetige of the man 
who was a born leader of men, whose voice 
seemed to have the power of assembling brave 
and dariDg followel"B for any enterprise, would 
be valuable to a. cause where tbe cry of "Ita~ 
freedom n was acarcely in harmony with the 
murmur of U French intervention." Garibaldi 
himself,little as he may have liked to aee Italy 
seek an allyinNapoleonthe Third,did not hesi
tate to offer his sword to Victor Emmanuel, to 
whom he vowed to be loyal, and in whom he 
thenceforth recognized the head of that United 
Italy, to secure the libertiee of which, he wu 
readytoeubordinate thoee mystical dreams and 
abstract theories of a republic wbich had Dar. 
rowed the influence and psraIysed the arm of 
Mazzini whenever tbe time bad come to strike. 

As major-general he had taken command of 
the Chasseu,. des Alpes, and following in the 
upper region a line parallel to that which led 
the maio forees to the victories of Palestro, 
MageDta and Solferioo, beat the Austrians at 
Varese and Sao Fermo, kept them mcoostant 
uncertainty of his daring movements in the 
mountains above Como, and then advanced 
upon Bergamo and Brescia, and pushed on to 
the Valtellina up to the very summit of the 
Stelvio P.... It was a bitter disappointment 
to learn that when the national triumph was 

not far from accomplishment it was stopped 
short by the treaty whichexchsnged territories, 
and made him himaelf a French euhject if ha 
continued to belong to Nice, the place of his 

birth. But the central portion of Italy was 
free. The duchiee of Tnscany, Moden., Lucca, 
and Parma declared for Victor Emmanuel, 
and demanded to be annexed to the Piedmon
tea. kingdom; the rul .... of thoae places had 
fled in aIarm when they found that they no 
longer had the support of the Austrian hayt>
nets. One of the articles in the Convention 
of Villafranca stipulated for the reetoration of 
the dukes, hut by the end of the year 1859 
nothing was more certain than that, Dot the 
duchies merely, hut Toscany and the Romagna 
also were no longer at the dispoasl of European 
diplomaey. By the admirable prudence with 
which, np to that time, they had made use of 
the freedom which they had gained, thees 
statee had vindicated their right to determine 
to whom their future allegiance should be 
given. 

Garibaldi, aWfering severely from rheumatic 
pains, went to Genoa, where he stayed with. 
his old friend and attached comrade, Augnsto 
Vecchi, at his hoUBB ontside the city. He re

mained during the autumn and winter, but he 
found work enough to do in organizing an 
expedition which would only have been at
tempted by the man who had called for 
followers to march out of Rome on the des
perate venture of reaching Venetin, and had 
found five thoUBBDd men ready to go with him 
to "hunger, thirst, the bare earth for a bed, 
the heat of the SUD 88 a solace for fatigues, DO 

pay, no ba.rracks, DO rations, nothing but con~ 
tinual aIarm, foreed marches, and hayonet 
chargee.» To those "who loved glory and who 
did not despair of Italy" he had made this ap
peal, and they had responded to it. He now be
gan a Dew campaign by embarking a thousand 
men_u The Thousa.o.d» as they were mlled
at Genoa for Marsala. The prot~gh of the 
Austrians had l1ed and left the duchies in 
Central Italy free, the north was rejoicing in 
political liberation. It might not be possible 
to achieve a triumph at Venice or at Rome in 
face of the treaty and of the French occupation, 
but it might yet be a glorious deed to rescue 
Sicily from its tyrant, and to make of the north 
and the south one kingdom. 

It must Dot be supposed, however, that 
Garibaldi canied revolution to Southern Italy. 
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His rapid preparations at Genoa were made 
that he might help the people of Sicily in their 
renewal of a conflict against the tyranny from 
which they had so long suffered. Ferdinand 
was dead, hut his weak and cowardly son, 
Fnmcis JI., had succeeded him. It was no 
longer the dreaded Bomha but the deepised 
Bombalino. The same cruelties were con· 
tinued however; the party which formed the 
government by false witness, torture, and im
prisonment continued in power. Ferdinand 
had been their fellow ponspirator and accom.. 
plice, Francis was their follower and dupe. 

"The king has now to choose between the 
min of his evil counsellors or his own. H he 
supports and upholda them, and plaoes him
self under their guidance, it requires not much 
foresight to predict that ate Bonrbon dynasty 
will cease to reign at Naples, by whatever 
combination, regal or republican, it may be 
replaced," wrote Lord John RUBBelJ to Mr. 
Elliot, the British minister at Naples, inJuly, 
1859. 

"I never advised this Sicilian movement, 
but since theee brethren of onrs are fighting, 
I deem it my duty to go to their rescu .... 
wrote Garibaldi (to Bertani) on the day be 
aai1ed from Genoa. 

The insnrreetion had broken out at Palermo 
in the Jiret week of April, and the people had 
held their own against the rolal troops. At 
Turin a revolutionary committee, including 
several exiles from Naples and Sicily, who 
had been the victims of outrages infticted by 
the Neapolitan government, supported and 
encouraged the insurgents in the avowed de
termination to unite the kingdom of Sicily to 
the free provinces then being incorporated 
with Sardinia. 

It was not till the 6th of May that Gari
baldi sailed from Genoa. U The Thousand» 
had grown to two thousand before they de
ecended upon the coast of Sicily. 

From TalamonB, on the Roman frontier, 
Garibaldi issued a proclamation, cal.liDg upon 
the inhabitants of the Marches, Umbria, 
the Roman Campagua, and the Nea.politan 
territory to ri88~ so 88 to divide the forces of 
King Francis, while he carried asaista.nce to 
the Sicilians against the common enemy. 

"Italy and Victor Emmanuel! 11 he added. 
"That was our battle-cry when we crossed the 
Tieino; it will resound into the very depths of 
Etna." A few days later he effected a landing 
at MarsaIa, in full view of two Neapolitan 
frigates, assumed the title of "Dictator in 
Sicily in the name of Victor Emmanuel," and, 
bore down with his handful of men against 
the Neapolitan troops, of whom 25,000 were 
posted in and about Palermo. 

By those who did not understaud the in
lIuenoe of Garibaldi, the expedition had been 
regarded as a wild and almost hopelees at
tempt, but the people who joined him on his 
landiog at Maxsala and the numbers of volun
teers who followed from various parts of Italy, 
soon gave him an army which, with a few 
field pi ..... enabled him to invest Palermo. 
He had already beaten the royal troops at 
MonreaJ.e and Catalafimi, and they fled in 
dismay to. the city, only to hold it during a 
brief resistance, in which they had the in
eurgent city itself against them. Francis for 
a time resorted to the only remedy he knew, 
and ordered the bombardment of the place 
from the citadel, but he could neither com· 
mand nor reassure his officers, and the garrison 
BWTendered, left the city, and were beaten 
along with their companions at Milazzo. The 
Garibaldians were then masters of the whole 
island with the exception of the citadel of 
Meeeina, where the king, with ouch' of his 
forces as were mustered there, shut himself 
up, began to promise to grant a constitution 
to his subjects, and appealed to the great 
powers of Europe for help. England was the 
first to reply with a direct refusal j France 
could not mediate (said the emperor) unIeee 
the revolutionary government were first ac
knowledged. There was no help for Bom
balino, and he deserved none. 

The day before the Garibaldisus, desceud
iug from the heights of Miselmeri, seized the 
lower town and burst open the southern gates 
of Palermo-to take the city after a desperate 
conftict-& hulletin had been issued by the 
Neapolitan authorities to say that Garibaldi 
had Hed and the insurgents were returning 
home. When the conquerors entered the city 
the people received the U Dictator JJ with fran. 
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tic shouts of joy, and when he afterwards 
made a tour of inspection through the streets 
on foot, wearing his red lIannei shirt, a loose 
coloured handkerchief round his neck, and a 
battered felt-hat, he was surrounded by thou
sands of people laughing, crying, cheering, 
while many women knelt asking for his bless
ing, and holding up their children, several of 
whom he stopped to kiss as he listened to the 
account of the losses and sufferings which the 
people had lII1Btained. The aspect of the lower 
quarters of the city, to which the bombard
ment had heen ehielly directed, was horrible 
in the extreme. The houses had heen crowded 
from attic to cellar by those who BOught shelter 
from the shells; and at length, before evacuat
ing the city, the soldie1'8 had set fire to the 
buildings in several places. Numbers of dead 
bodi .. were lying festering and balf burned 
amidst the ruins. 

The whole Neapolitan army was to embark 
for Naples, leaving Sicily in the possession of 
the revolutionary forces; such were the terms 
of the &I'Dlistice made between General Lanza. 
and Garibald~ who, when he had taken com
plete possession of Palermo, organized a work
ing cabinet for the administration of affairs, 
and appropriated the small sum of money 
found in the treasury for carrying on the public 
service and providing for the campaign. 
Ca.vour was playing a difficult and intricate 
game with marvellous skill. He had to hold 
a position of assumed irresponsibility for Gari
baldi's expedition, a1thoug~ the "Dictator» 
had acted in tbe name of the king, and could 
scarcely have organized the liberation of Sicily 
without his knowledge. Cavour had taken no 
steps to prevent" The Thou88lld " leaving the 
port of Genoa, but was generally believed to 
have instructed Admiral Persano, who had 
the command of a Sardinian squadron, to join 
in enabling the expedition to replenish their 
stock of provisions in the Straits of Messina, 
and to cover the passage of fresh volunteers, 
underCosenz and Medici, to followthest&ndard 
of Garibaldi. There were reasoDs why Cavour, 
without lending active encouragement to the 
enterprise, should welcome it as freeing Sar
dinia from the pressure of a serious difficulty. 
The court of Naples had for some time been 

concerting measures with the Papal govern
ment for the organization of an army to re
cover poseession of the revolted Papal State&
a purpose favourably regarded by Austria, 
which had not yet becoma reconciled to the 
retention by Sardinia of her acquisitions in 
Northern and Central Italy. But, with the in
surrect.ion in Sicily on his bands, the King of 
Naples could not move a step in this direction. 

As regards intervention by France, Cavour 
knew well enough that the cession of Savoy 
and Nice had placed any interruption by 
Napoleo~ to the achievement of Ita.Jian unity 
beyond probability, except as regarded the 
seizure of Venice or of Rome, and that the 
latter reservation would not apply to the 
Papal temporal poaseesions in the Romagna 
had already been made plain by the French 
emperor himself. 

On the 6th of April Sir James Hudson had 
written to Lord John Russell: "The deputies 
from lEmilia and Tuscany accept the oession 
of Savoy and Nice as the price they pay to 
France for their liberation; but there ends 
their pact, and after that they will look to 
nothing and hear of nothing save Italy for the 
Italiaus." When Cavour signed the treaty of 
cession he said to the' French minister, ".Et 
maintenant """" .oild _ complw..l" (And 
now, look you, you are our accomplices!) 

The position maintained by England gave 
strength to the Italian cause; for nothing 
would have induced our government to enter 
into any plan for upholding or restoring the 
Neapolitan rule. We had long ceased to 
hold diplomatic intercourse with :Naples, and 
probably no ministry would have survived 
the attempt to intervene for the purpose of 
preventing or delaying the achievement of the 
liberty of Italy. The other state. of Europe 
were too much occupied with internal affairs, 
or were unwilling for politic reasons to ,uphold 
the deDl&D.ds of Austria against the emphatic 
decll\l'&tioDB of EngIaDd and the evident con
nivance of France. Retribution had again 
taken the form of revolution, and it waS futile 
for Austria to denounce Garibaldi's enterprise 
as a fresh proof of the aggressive ambition of 
Sa.rdinia, and to ca.ll upon the other powem 
to join with her in reducing to reason this 
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disturber of the European peace. But a coali
tion of the northern powers to curb Pied. 
monteoe ambition was actu&lIy talked of at 
Berlin, and the Sardinian ambasaador at St. 
Petersburg was roundly told by Prince Gort;. 
schakolf that, if Russia's geographical position 
permitted, the emperor would undoubtedly 
put his forces in motion to defend the Bour
bons of Naples, and would not be withheld 
by the principle of non-intervention which 
had been proclaimed by the western powers. 

It was time that the British government 
ahould speak out p1ainly, and on the 27th of 
October, 1860, a despatch was sent from Lord 
John RUBBOll to Sir James Hudeon, our rep ..... 
sentative at Turin, which stated in unmistak
able language not only our opinionS but our 
intentions. By this time, however, it must 
be remembered that the enthusiasm aroused 
by the moo..... of Garibaldi in Sicily hed 
fired the people of Northern Italy to accom
plish the unification of the kingdom. Mean
while the policy of the government at Turin 
seemed to be to let Garibaldi bear the respon
sibility of an insurrection the .....w1B of which 
might b. to make Victor Emmanuel King of 
Italy, but with which Sardinia must for a. time 
disavow all eomplicity.· It is difficult to avoid 
the conclusion that the statecraft displayed on 
the occasion came perilously near to lying 
and to treachery. On the 18th of May an 
official gazette declared that the Sardinian 
go~ernm.ent disapproved Garibaldi's expedi
tion, and attempted to. prevent ita departure 
by such means as prudence and th.1aws would 
permit. "1l;urope," it went on to say, "knows 
that the government of the king does not 
conceal ita solicitude for the common country, 
but, at· the same time, it understands and re-
8pectB the principles.of internationalla.w, and 
believes ilB duty to b. to make tbat principl. 
respeeted in the state, for the safety of which 
it was responsible." These words were pro
bably forgotten wh.n, in the following October, 
Victor Emmanuel, addreaaiug the people of 
Southern Italy from Ancona., spoke of Gari
baldi, (IC a. brave warrior, devoted to Italy and 
to me,") 88 having sprung to assist the Sicilians 
in their revolt, and said, "they were Italiansj 
I could not, I ought not to restrain them." 

But before October, 88 we have said, much 
bed happened. Tbe Emperor of the French, 
who bed distinctly refnsed to fire a ahot against 
the insurgents who Bought to overthrow the 
N eapolit&n government, a government which 
bed forfeited its claims by ilB eonduct, was yet 
desirous or profeBBed tQ he desirous of prevent
ing any invasion of the Papal territori... In 
July h. bed written to M. de Persigny to 
assure Lord Palmerston tbat his innermost 
thought was a deaire that Italy should obtain 
peace, no matter how, hut without foreign in. 
tervention, and that hie troope should be able 
to quit Rome without compromising the secu
rity of the pope. He, like the King of Sar
dinia, appears to hive kept up an aseumption 
of wishing to app .... the suspicions of the 
other powers of Europe till he SAW how events 
would turn out. Lord Palmerston as well Q.8 

other memhel'B of our government mistrusted 
him; the pope mistroeted both him and the 
King of Sardinia, and in March bed iseued 
letters apostolic pronouncing the major ex
communication against invadel'8 and usurpers 
(not named) of certain provincee in the Pon
tifical States. These letters said, "The :first 
eVident signs of the hostile attacks were seen 
at the Paris Congress of the year 1856, when 
that power, among other hostile declarations, 
proposed to weaken the temporal power of the 
pope and the authority of the Holy See; but 
last year, when war broke out between the 
Emperor of Austria. and the Emperor of the 
French and the King of Sardinia, no fraud, no 
sin was a.voided which could excite the inhabi
tants of the States of the Church to sedition." 
These letters were issued a week after a. 
correspondence betwe.n the pope and Victor 
Emmanuel, who bad made overtures for n~ 
gotiations, dee1aring that his government w .. 
reedy to olfer homage to the high sov .... 
eignty of the Apostolic See, and would be 
disposed to bear in a just proportion a diminu
tion of the revenues, and to concur in provid .. 
ing for the security and independence of the 
Holy See. The pontiff did DOt, however, in
cline to admit that the universal suffrage. 
which gave the revolted provinces to Sardinia 
was spontaneoua, and intimated that the king 
kn.w perfectly well how it was that the papal 
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troops were hindered from ..... establishing the 
legitimate government. 

The fact appears to have been that Victor 
Emmanuel, foreseeing that the ~edom of 
Italy waa now becoming inevitable, deaired to 
give the pope an opportllnity of negotisting 
terms whereby he might maintain his high 
spiritual authority and receive compensation 
for any diminution of the temporal statea of 
the Church. This, if it had been acceded to, 
would probably have been well received in 
Europe, but there was not much time for 
parley. The pope stood out, and while he was 
excommunicating his opponents, Garibaldi 
had, as it were, one foot on the ship th&t was 

to carry him and his followers to the conquest 
of Palermo and of Sicily, to be followed by the 
insurrection in Naples and the demolition of 
the evil Neapolitan government. At the same 
time the Emperor of the French,notwithstaud
ing his views as to the occupation of the 
Romsgna and the antagonism with which his 
attitude was regarded by the pope, was un
willing to take the French bayonets fro_m Rome 

until foreed by events to abandon the protec.

tion of the head of the Church, whose refusal 
practically to divide his temporal from his 
spiritual authority made the position of a for
eign intervening force increasingly difficult. 

But Garibaldi and his friends were prepar
ing to transfer active operations to the main
land. The conviction had become general that 
there the only hope for constitutional freedom 
was in a. change of dynasty, and annexation 
to the state that had been the representative 
and champion of the liberty and nationality 
of the peninsula. In vain the King of Napl .. 
appealed to the other powers of Europe to 
help him in confronting the danger which he 
had provoked. It was well knOWll that the 
Emperor of the French·bed protested against 
Garibaldi's enterprise, and the enrolment in 
Northern Italy of volunteers to support it. 
But when appealed to by envoys from the 
court of Naples for ... istance he declined to 
interfere. CI The Italians," he said, "thoroughly 
understand that, having given the blood of my 
soldiers for the independence of their country, 
I will never fire a shot against this indepen
dence. It is this conviction which has led them 

to annex Tuscany contrary to my interests, 
and which is urging them forward now to 
Naples. To eave the king single-handed is 
past my power; I must be aided by my allies." 
Sardinia alone, he at the same time told them, 
could arrest the course of revolution, and to 
Sardinia he recommended them to apply. 

.All, however, which the Neapolitan envoys 
could obtain from Sardinia was a letter from 
the king to Garibaldi (22d July), urging him 
not to invade the Neapolitan continent. But 
to this appeal Garibaldi (27thJ uly) courteously 
responded, that much as he should lik~ to do 
80, he could Dot obey his majesty's injunctions. 
He was called for by the people of Naples, 
whom he had tried in vain to restrain. "If 
he should now hesitate," he added, "he should 
endanger the cause of Italy. When his task 
was accomplished of emancipating the N ea.
politan people from tyranny, he would lay 
down his sword at his majesty's feet, and obey 
his majesty for the remainder of his life
time." 

On the 6th of AIlgUSt Garibaldi had issued 
a proclamation that he intended to accomplish 
for the Neapolitan statea that liberty which 
had been achieved for Sicily. This announce
ment increased the tenor of the Neapolitan 
government, for it was everywhere received 
with pleasure. The people were ready to wel
come the liberator, the army had become dis
affected, the officers were timid, the navy could 
Dot be depended on. FraJ:lcis II. himself was 
incapable, and bed lost the bully in the coward. 
The young queeD, his wife, seemed to be the 
only person possessing a dauntless temper, 
and she afterwa.rds went out to~ encourage 
the troops in the fortress" and to induce the 
gunners in the citadel of Gaeta to hold ont to 
the last. Of course such advice was nseless, 
and though her determination contrasted 
favourably with the poltroonery of many of 
those by whom she was sUlTOunded, it was the 
effort of a stubborn" desire to keep a. nation in 
subjection, and that nation had already risen 
and was casting off its shackles. On the 19th 
of August Garibaldi disembarked on the main
land at Melito with a.bout 4000 meu, and his 
force was augmented by a amall body of his 
volunteers who had crossed the Straits of 
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Messina. some days before, and had been joined 
by about 1500 Calabrians. 

With bis uaual astounding audacity be was 

ready to attaek the Neapolitan troopo with a 
mere handful of followers, and his assaults 
were mostly so rapid and unexpected that he 
was able to drive them before him. He struck. 
quickly and he struck hard. He had compara
tively little of the military knowledge which 
enabl .. generals to take the field and to pre
pare for and sustain a prolonged conflict, but 
he was an able tactician in his own way. He 
would stand on some eminence, for a long time, 
attentively examining through his glass the 
evolutioDs or the position of the enemy, then 
suddenly decide, give a few xapid orders 
for the disposition of his regiments and the 
plan of an attaek, and without fear or besita
tion swoop down upon the weak point of bis 
antagonist's forces with irresistible vigour and 
scatter the foe like chaff. "Guerilla warfare» 
it may have been, but it was successful, and 
its success depended mainly on the amazing 
faculty of Garibaldi as a leader-his ahealute 
fearlessnese, his self-possession, and the WOD

derful inftuence of his voice, his smile, his lion. 
face, that in hattie seemed itself to amite the 
enemy with fear and to encourage his own 
men to deeds of valour and endurance as COD

spicuous as his OWD. The whole of the in
Burgent force under his command just before 
his deecent upon Calabria was said to have 
been 27,oooj of whom 13,000 were Italians, 
7000 Sicilians, and the remainder Eoglish, 
French, Poles, Hungarians, and Russians. The 
republican members of oppressed na.tionalities 
naturally turned to the movement being made 

for the complete Iihexation of Italy, and many 
hands were ready to draw a sw~ against the 
repreeentstive tyxanny of NaPI~. That there 
were Frenchmen among them as not very 
surprising, for just 88 Victor Eu had retired 
to Guernsey and remained in vol ntary eme 
rather than receive any favour at , hands of 
"Napoleon the Little," the "manof ber," 
there were many other ardent re ublicans, 
or, at all events, irreconcilable hate of the 
Napoleonic dynasty and the Napoleow tradi
tion-men of education, ability, and ~rage 

who persisted in declaring that, notwiths"",d-

ing the enterprise, the apparent prosperity, 
and the splendour of imperial government
the empire still meant degxadation and bond
age to Fran ... 

In England the cause of "free and united 
Italy" had never ceased to number enthu
siastic supporters, and now that Garibaldi was 
moving down upon the stronghold of the 
hated government of Naples, Englishmen, and 
Englishwomen also, made ready to give him 
practical aid. There was soon an English 
brigade ready to fight in the xanks of the 
insurgents, and several ladies prepared to 
act as n1llBeS or almoners of the wODey which 
they themselves devoted to the relief of the 
ineurgents. No very!arge or regular English 
oontingent joined the Garibaldians till a later 
period, when they could do little more than 
aesist in the triumphal entry into Naples, for 
BUcceas followed succesBwithstartlingrapidityj 
but a number of Englishmen were aiding the 
struggle from tbe first, and Colonel Dunne.w .. 
in oommand of their brigade- Not only 
money but supplies of arms were sent from 
Eogland, and the subecribers of Garibaldi's 
fund at Liverpool and elsewhere, after eend
ing out some consignments, bought a vessel of 
their own, the ~ of England, which on 
the 17th of A.ugnat arrived at Meeeina with 
24,000 rift.., 12,000 Colt's revolvers, a Whit
worth 84-ponnder, a Whitworth 6-inch bore, 
and twelve 12-pounders. 

Among the earliest of the volunteel"8-
those who followed Garibaldi frow Genoa to 
Palermo on board the WaMingt<>n-wae Cap
tain, afterwards Colonel Poard, wbo had been 
engeged in the former campaigns for Italian 
freedom. Colonel Peani was for a long 
time a very prominent character both in 
English and foreign newspapere, and stxange 
were the stories told of him. He bad been 
represented as a gloomy misanthrope, who, 
poseeseing extraordinary skill as a marksman, 
attended the marches of Garibaldi for tbe 
pleasure of "stalking" the officers of the enemy, 
or rather of bringing them down from a dis
tance with a kind of grim pleasure, such as 
may be felt by the sportsman wbo prides 
himself on his long-range shooting. It was 
even said that Pea.rd made a notch in the 
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stock of his rifle for every victim who fell 
before his unerring aim. This was during the 
campaign in Northern Italy, and he wrote to 
England indignantly repudiating BUch repre
sentations. That he was an UIlusually good 
shot was certain, and it is likely that those 
followers of Garibaldi who could use a. rifle 
effectually were frequently of service either 
in preventing & reconnaiuance or in neutraliz.
ing the danger from artillery plaoed in poeition. 

The most remarkable thing in relation to 
Pea.rd was his general liken ... to Garibaldi. 
His long hair, beard tinged with white, and 
the contour of his face gave him & certain re~ 
semblance to his chiet eo that he w .. often 
mistaken for him, and Garibaldi himself would 
join in the cheers which on two or three occa

&ions greeted Peard, but were intended for 
himself. Several stories were told Dot only 
of the skill of "Garibaldi's Englishman," but 
of his cool and determined courage. 

Garibaldi was well supported in his rapid 
seizure of Palermo and his subsequent oper
ations in Calabria by his comrades General 
Medici, who had entered and held Messina 
with his division, and General Cosenz, who 
crossed the Btraits with his men and landed 
at Reggio, in spite of the not very effective 
:fire of some Neapolitan war steamers. These 
two generals and Generals BiDo and Sartori 
were prominent figures in the campaign. 

No Booner had Garibaldi landed his amall 
foree at Melito than he w .. ready to push 
onward. The next day they were on the way 
along the coast to Reggio, which was occupied 
by a large body oj Neapolitan troops, who 
retreated almost without resistance, seeking 
safety at San Giovanni. The town of Reggio 
was abandoned, the fort only remaining in' 
the handa of a few soldiers, who could not hold 
it long. Cosenz bad DOW come up and joined 
bis chief. The attack was short, sharp, and 
decisive. The officer in command was mortally 
wounded during the rapid firing, and the 
place surrendered, leaving in the hands of the 
invaders 500 stands of anDS, many guns, and 
much ammunition and supplies. Garibaldi im
mediately began an advance towards the troops 
who had retreated to San Giovanni, and came 
upon them so quickly and Bkilfully that they 

were hemmed in. So certa.i.n was he that 
they would surrender that he forbade his men 
to open fire upon them; and sure enough a 
t1ag of truce w .. seen coming from the royal 
lines, and a. cry, not for the king, but for 
Garibaldi,-for Italy (Viva Garibaldi! Vitia 
Italia!), arose from the ranks. A few min
utes and Garibaldi himself was among them, 
and they wanted no other chief. They were 
Italians probably pressed into military service, 
and were all,-two thousand of themJ-ready 
and glad to lay down their arms and return 
to their homes. Similar defections followed 
as the invaders marched onward. Regiment 
after regiment either revolted and surrendered 
in favour of Garibaldi and Victor Emmanuel, 
or openly joined in the insurrection ·which 

they had been BBnt to quell. The tyrannical 
government was doomed; the memories of 
cruelties and oppressions against which Mr. 
Gladstone had protested in words that burned, 
now rang in the voices of the victorious liber
ators and gave their arms new power to smite. 
Yet the king would not abdicate. His army 
was melting away, his ministry resigned. 
He lingered helplessly in Napl .. while the 
army of the dictator and the avenger was 
advancing unresisted on the capit&l. He had 
the tenacity .. well .. the perfidy of the 
Bourbons. He might yet reach his l .. t strong
hold, the fortr ... of Gaeta, and there rally .. 
force that would be sufficient to hold out till 
he could get help to eave bis kingdom. For 
Gaeta he embarked with his regular army of 
about 50,000 men on the 6th of September, 
and two days afterwards Garibaldi, with a 
number of his followers, entered Naples by 
railway from Salerno, and was received l?y the 
people with almost frantic demonstrations of 
welcome. 

But now came the crisis. Garibaldi was the 
sword of Italian liberty, and he had Btart1ed 
and dazzled Europe by his swift achievements. 
While he could be used by Cavour and the 
government of Sardinia. for the purpose of 
adding the insurgent states to the new Italian 
kingdom he might be secretly encouraged, 
even though participation in his attempts was 
politically denied, and his authority was dis-
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avowed. But these attempts had resulted in 
a series of successes more brillia.nt and more 
complete than could have been expected by 
any but simple and determined enthusiBsts 
like himself, and the diBsvowaie had grown 
fainter: the king had already become a parti
cipator. Proba.bly &Ily other minister than 
Cavour would have been dazed. and even that 
resolute and crafty politician needed all his 
coolness to organize the daring combination 
by which swift otateamanobip was te avert 
the dangers that would follow swift general
ship if the triumph of Naples were permitted 
te be ouly the prelude te a rush for the re
covery of Venetia and a march upon Rome. 
GaribsIdi himself had little doubt that he 
would be able to effect both th ... objects, and 
that all Italy, or all true Italians, would aid 
him. The danger which Cavour had reason 
te dread was, not that the "dictater' should 
fail, but that he should sucoeed. It does not 
appear that Garibaldi contemplated carrying 
his victorious bands to Veuice, but he was 
fired with the glorious ambition of realizing 
the intention (which on, the loth of Septem
ber he communicated te the English ambaosa.
dor, Mr. Henry Elliot) te push on te Rome 
and thence te proclaim a United Italy, the 
crown of which ~ would offer te King Victor 
Emmanuel, upon whom would then devolve 
the task of the liberation of Veneti&. ' 

Had the people of Naples, when they were rid 
of their bombarding king, turned te Sardinia , 
for help, affairs would have had a different 
aspect, and it was known that Cavour had 
secret agents at work to promote this result; 
but Garibaldi had scareely delivered Palermo 
before he was at Reggio, and his progress was 
already a quick march, during which, after 
each decisive conllict, the populations and no 
small part of the opposing army swelled the 
ranks of his adherents. What was te prevent 
his attempting te can-y out his expressed in
tention of driving the foreigners out of Italy, 
the French from Rome, the Austrians from 
Venetia.1 The consequences would have been 
of tremendous importance in any case, but 
an attack by GaribsIdi upon the Quadrila
teral with a view to Beize Veuice would have 
given Austria the excuse, and even the right 

by international law, to renew a. war, by 
which they might hope again te seize upon 
the provinces that had been added te the 
kingdom of Victor Emmanuel On the other 
hand, any attempt te take pose .... ion of the 
capital by an insurgent chief who had been 
at once disowned and acknowledged by the 
Sardinian government would end in & collision 
with France. In either event the very object 
which both Cavour and Garibaldi had at 
heart, widely aa they differed as te the means 
te be employed to obtain it, would be im
perilled. Instead of being united inte a free 
kingdom and taking a great plaoe in Europe, 
Italy would find the established governments 
against, her and the work already accomplished 
would be undone. Such. were Cavours views, 
and that he was sincere was proved by the 
risk which he was ready te incur that he 
might prevenl what he believed would be a 
fatal disaster. 

To keep Garibaldi from Rome it was neces-
oary te occupy the Roman States with the 
Sa.rdinia.n troops in such" manner that while. 
the hostility of France would not be aroused, 
the insurrection which had already begun 
in Umblia and the Marches would receive 
such apparent support from Victor Emmanuel 
as te satiafy GaribsIdi and prevent him from 
interfering unless he should be summoned to 
assist the royal forces. It was a bold and 
subtle scheme, but circumstances were favour. 
able te its succeosful adoption. The Papal 
govermnent had unconsciouely played inte 
Cavour's handa by gathering an irregular 
force of paid troops (among whom was an 
Irish contiogent) for the purpoee of recovering 
the territeri .. which it had already loot and 
holding in check the insurgent elements in 
the provinces already on the brink of revolt. 
The commander of the Papal troops was the 
exiled French general Lamoricihre, the former 
capter of Abd-e1-Kader. 'In the revolution 
of 1848 Lamuricim-e, riding amidst the insur
gents in the uniform of a national guard, had 
proclaimed the abdication of Lonis Philippe 
and the regency of the Duchess of Orleans; 
but his horse was shot under him and he him
self was wounded and narrowly escaped being 
killed by the mob. The provisional govern-
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ment offered him the post of minister of war, purpose of repressing the manifestations of 
which he refused. He afterwards acted under national feeling. 
Cavaignac in the insurrection of June, when The demand could scarcely be regarded as 
he fought 8.ortainst the mob at the Bastille and more than a merely formal observance before 
elsewhere. He had offered no apposition to the commencement of hostilities, for only 
the election of Louis Napoleon to the presi- twenty-four hours were allowed for an answer, 
dency of the French Republic; but afterwards, and, as might have been anticipated, the 
on returning from 8. mission to Russia. and answer was a. direct refusal to comply with 
resuming his seat in the legisla.tive assembly, his demands. AJJy other result would have 
became a violent opponent of the president disappointed the astute minister. He had, as 
and bis supporters. On the night of the coup as it were, compelled the Papal government 
d'itat he was among those who were arrested, to a. hostile attitude; he had then to justify 
and was canied to Ham., whence he was soon his own attitude to the governments of Europe, 
conducted to Cologne by the police. Until and for this purpoee addreeeed a cireular to 
1860 he had li oed in Brussels, when Monsignor the diplomatic repreeentatives of Sardinia at 
Merode, ODe of the pope's household, who had the various courts, arguing the subject with 
been a soldier, invited him to become com- almost incomparable subtlety and ability. He 
mander of the Papal troope. There can be little did not shrink.from declaring that, so long as 
doubt tha.t Gariba.ldi and his legions would the question of Venetia remained unsolved, 
have made short work of these forces, and Europe could enjoy no solid and sincere peaee; 
that he would have raised the enthusiasm of but he emphatically stated it to be the inten
the people on his progress. It was therefore tion of the Sardinian gOvernment Dot to 
necessary to take immediate measures without meddle with that question for the present, 
waitillgfortbecousentofFranceortheopinion but to let time and circumstance bring about 
of the rest of Europe. Cavour was equal to ita solution. He referred to the misdeeds 
the occasion. With one hand he directed "'" which had brought the Neapolitan dynasty to 
tion with the other he conducted diplomacy. ruin by a «prodigious revolution that had 
The people of Umbria and the Marches were filled Europe with astonishment, by the 
ready for insurrection for the avowed purpose almost providential manner in which it had 
of becoming a part of the kingdom of Victor been accomplished, and had excited ita ad
Emmanuel By promoting their desire Cavour min.tion for the illustrious warrior whose 
could not be suepected of acting in opposition glorious exploit.. reca\I all that poetry and his
to the purpoee of thoee who eought the uni6- tory can relate." He pointed out the advan
cation and the freedom of Italy. Garibaldi tage to Europe and to the futerests of order by 
had himself avowed his loyalty to Victor theeetabliebmentofauIta\iankingdom,which 
Emmanuel, and would be bound to recognize would rob" revolutionary passions of a. theatre, 
the claims of the sovereign to take the initia~ where previously most insane enterprises had 
ti.e in supporting the disaffected provinces chances, if not of success, at least of 'exciting 
against a mercenary army, the formation of the sympathies of all generoosly minded men." 
which had been disapproved by the Emperor The only barrier to this reeu1t, he eaid, was 
of the French himself. the eeparation of the north and south of the 

On the 7th of September Cavour eent to peninsula by provinces which were in a de .. 
Cardinal Antonelli an ultima.tum, calling for plora.ble state. To repress all. participation 
the immediate disa.rma.m.ent of the troops in the great national movement, the Papal 
levied by the pope. He stated that their 0:0- government had not only made an unjusti6-
istence was a continual menace to the peace of able use of the spiritual power, but had formed 
Italy, and told the Papal government that, for the purpose an army, "consisting almost 
unless ita forces were at once disbanded, Sar.

1 

exclusively of strangers, not only to the Roman 
dinia would feel herealf justified in prevent,. States, but to the whole of Italy." Sympathiz. 
ing any movemeut they might make for the ing with their oppreeeed countrymen, the 
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Italians of other states were bent upon putting 
an end to this state of things by force and 
violent measures. "If the government of Sar
dinia remained passive amid this universal 
emotion it would place itself in opposition to 
the nation. The generous outburst which the 
events of Naples and of Sicily had produced 
in the masses would degenerate at once into 
anarchy and disorder. Were he to suffer this, 
the king would be wanting in his duties to
wards the Italians and towards Europe. In 
fulfilment of his obligation to prevent the 
national movement from so degenerating he 
had addressed his summons to the court of 
Rome to disband its mercenaries, and, on this 
being refused, had ordered his troops to enter 
Umbria and the Marches, to re-establish order 
there, and to leave the populations a free field 
for the manifestation of their sentiments." 

In conclusion he declared that Rome and 
the surrounding territory should be scrupu
lously respected, and adroitly professed his 
confidence" that the spectacle of the -unanimity 
of the patriotic sentiments which had burst 
forth throughout the whole of Italy, would 
remind the Sovereign Fontiff that he had 
some years before been the sublime inspirer of 
this great national movement." 

There was not an hour to lose; but it was 
necessary at least to communicate with the 
French emperor before taking an extreme 
step, and Farini, the Sardinian minister, had 
already given some hint of Cavour's intentions. 
The emperor was at Chambery on his way 
through his newly acquired territory, and 
General Cialdini sought him there. The con
versation was grave; the emperor could not 
countena.nce the course which it was proposed 
to pursue, but he left it to Sardinia to under
take, at her own risk, a proceeding which 
she might consider was necessary for her 
security and for the safety of Italy. This was 
enough for Cavour. Napoleon III. WM known 
to have entertained the opinion that the real 
and legitimate authority of the pope would 
not be diminished by the loss of the territory 
now in revolt. Let Rome itself be inviolably 
preserved as a residence for the Sovereign 

-Pontiff and France w,ould not interpose. 
It was well that the other governments of 

Europe (though with the exception of England 
they expressed disapprov"al) did not move. 

It has been truly said by a chronicler of the 
eventl that the other European powers could 
not but regard with disfavour the arguments 
of Count Cavour's circular, based as they were 
on the right of the people to depose their 
hereditary sovereign, and to choose for them
selves by whom they should be governed. 
But in what direction could they move to stay 
the course of events in It.aly1 One of two 
results was by this time inevitable - the 
triumph of the extreme revolutionary party, 
with the consequent dangers to Italy and to 
Europe,or the establishment of orderly govern
ment under a monarch whose interests would 
be identical with their own in arresting the 
spread of revolutionary doctrines. If success 
attended the mo:v-ement of the Sardinian army, 
it could scarcely be doubtful which of these 
alternatives would be most acceptable to the 
courts of St. Petersburg and Berlin~ 

A.t anyrate remonstrance was of little avail. 
The army of Victor Emmanuel emulated the 
followers of Garibaldi himself by the rapidity 
and decision with which they took possession 
of the Papal States. General Fanti, the com
mander-in-chief, had concentrated his forces 
on the frontiers by the 10th of September; 
General Cialdini commanded the division 
which was to operate in the Marches, and 
General Della Rocca that destined for Umbria. 
Two days afterwards Cialdini took the fortress 
of Pesaro and 1200 men of the garrison. Fano 
and Urbino were next taken by assault, and 
meanwhile General Della Rocca had invested 
Perugia, which its garrison of 1700 men sur
rendered without much resistance. So the 
campaign went on. Lamoriciere, with an 
army of between eight and nine thousand 
men, fell back on Loretto, intending to find 
safety in the citadel of A.ncona. The Italian 
commanders joined their forces, hemmed him 
in till he was obliged to give them battle, and 
defeated him in an obstinate engagemen~, 
after which he left the field followed by a few 
horsemen and entered the fortress. This was 
on the 18th, and next day all that were left 

1 Sir Theodore Martin. 
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of his army laid down their arms, and not a 
soldier of the Papal fofces remained in Umbria 
and the Marches beyond the few who were 
shut up in AncoDa.~ That place was imme
diately invested, and bombarded both by sea 
and land. On the 28th of the month it sur
rendered, the garrison becoming prisoners of 
war. In this brief campaign the Papal gov
ernment lost nearly all ita war material, while 
from 17,000 to 18,000 of their troops, with all 
their generals, were made prisoners of war. 

Garibaldi had taken Naples. It was neces
sary to prevent him from completing the work 
alone by the capture of Gaeta, which would 
have left him free to make an attempt on 
Venetia. For a short time the troops of 
Francis II. had made a stand on the V olturno, 
where the Garibaldians won a brilliant vic
tory. Before any attempt could be ma'de 
upon Capua and Gaeta the Piedmontese 
troops had taken posaession of the Marches, 
had' beaten Lamoriciere, and were now ready 
by another rapid movement to march with 
King Victor Emmanuel to Naples, and to 
endorse the campaign of Garibaldi by reduc
ing Capua and Gaeta, and' so completing the 
union of Northern and Southern Italy in one 
kingdom. It was a master stroke of policy, 
and though some of the means adopted by 
Cavour, such as the employment of secret 
agents both in Italy and in Hungary, and the 
manner in which he had played fast and loose 
with the heroic leader who had saved Italy 
for the king, must be deplored, the interpo
sition between Garibaldi and Rome, and the 
prevention of a march upon Venetia, were 
absolutely necessary for the preservation of 
the country and the fulfi}ment of its struggles 
for liberty and a place among nations. But 

. there waa still one important, if not the great-
est, element in the ultimate success of this 
policy which Cavour had not counted on. 
Not only Italy, but all Europe, had been as
tonished by the rapid and brilliant successes 
of the leader who carried all before him on 
his victorious march to liberty, and whose 
fervour and simplicity of purpose had roused . 
the country, and served to make insurgents 
into soldiers and soldiers into veterans during 
a few months' campaign j but Garibaldi was 
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more of a patriot and more truly heroic than 
either Italy or the rest of Europe had sus
pected. Apart from the abstract theories of 
republican freedom which he had learned 
from Mazzini-apart from the poetical but 
vague, confused ideas of the relations of 
national and social life to which he appeared 
to give occasional expression somewhat after 
the manner of Victor Hugo-one might almost 
say, notwithstanding remarkable episodes in 
his own social life, Garibaldi was a man who 
loved righteousness and thought of himself 
last or not at all. He was no dreamer, and 
his practical faculty for hard work, which in 
his case circumstances had so often translated 
to mean fighting, carried hini out of the region 
of plota and conspiracies into the open field of 
bold and determined enterprise against the 
foes of Italy, who alone were foes to himself. 
His crowning glory was at Naples, for it was 
an act, not only of splendid loyalty in which 
he handed another kingdom to his sovereign, 
but an act of self-renunciation. 

The Piedmontese troops had quickly crossed 
the Neapolitan frontier when the troops of 
Francis II., which had just been severely 
defeated by Garibaldi on the V olturno, made 
a sudden rally, and with a courage which, if 
it had been developed .earlier, might at least 
have deferred the solution of the Italian ques
tion, attacked the leading columns of the 
advancing forces of Victor Emmanuel on the 
heights of Macerone. The Piedmontese drove 
them back with considerable loss, and they 
were compelled to retreat, leaving a large 
body of troops to occupy Capua. The en
gagement was on the 21st of October, and on 
the 26th Victor Emmanuel, advancing at the 
head of his troops, was met on the line of 
the Volturno by Garibaldi. An account in 
the Journal des DeMt8, written by an eye
witness says, "The officers of the king and 
those of Garibaldi shouted, 'Viva Victor Em
manuel l' Gariba1di made a step in advance, 
raised his cap, and added in a voice which 
trembled with emotion, 'King of Italy!' 
Victor Emmanuel raised his hand to his cap, 
and.then stretched out his hand to Garibaldi, 
and with equal emotion replied, 'I thank 
you,'" 
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This grasp of the hands was the sign&l of 
an unexpressed compact by which the result 
of the achievements in Southern Italy were 
confirmed to the king. Another account of the 
meeting says: 

"Garibaldi and the king, still holding each 
other's hand, followed the troops for about a 
quarter of an hour. Their suites had mingled 
together, and followed at & short distance be
hind them. Passiug a group of officers, Gari
baldi saluted them. Among them were Farini, 
minister of war, and General Fanti. The 
king and Garibaldi were conversing. His 
majesty was at the head of 30,000 men, and 
befoI» reaching Toano he halted, and ordered 
a portion of his army to file off' in presence of 
Garibaldi, that every one might ohaerve the 
good feeling which exieted between him and 
the chieftain. He then reviewed BiDo's bri· 
gade, which was posted a little beyond'Calvi. 
He was received with the enthusiastic and 
unanimous shout of "Long live the King of 
Italy!" Garibaldi had 7000 men, divided 
between different positions. The king re
mained at Teano; G~baJ.di returned to Calvi 
to give orders. At Teano the people began 
shouting, U Evviva Garibaldi!" The latter 
&topped them, and said, "Cry 'Evviva il Be 
d'Italla, Vittorio Emanuele!'" pointing to the 
king. The cry was raised, and after it again 
I( Evviva Garibaldi!" on which the king said, 
n You are right j it is he who is ~ here." 

Into Naplee the general and the eovereign 
went together in triumph, and on that occasion 
&Dother Englieh legion of Garibaldians, a force 
chiefly recruited in London, was conspicuous. 
They had but reeently arrived and were too 
late to take any active part in the fighting, 
but their will was good, aDd some of their 
countrymen had helped to bear the brunt of 
the campaign. The procession through the 
streets was a singular spectacle j many of the 
hoUBell were decorated with 1Iags, drspery, and 
evergreens, d the equestrian statues of the 
Bourbons h been covered up with sheets. 
There was a. ch of Italian humour there. 
It was a wet da , but the reception of the 
king wae enth . ic, eepecially at the cathe
dral, where he and aribaldi with their suites 
went to hear the Dewn, &Dd where the 

vast crowd, in defiance of decorum, burst into 
cries of "Viva il Re ~a.lantuomo!)J and so 
crowded around their elected sovereign that 
way could se&reely be made for him to reach 
the royal seal. Garibaldi followed, and the 
enthusiasm reached a pitch which almost en
dangered the esfety of the popular hero, the 
people pressing about him, seeking to embrace 
him, to touch him, to kiee his hands. Refer
ence has alreedy been made to Garibaldi'. 
striking appearance. Here is another picture 
of him as he appeared at tbat time :-

"Garibaldi was a middle-sized man and not 
of an athletic build, though gifted with un
common. etrength &Dd eurprising agility. He 
looked to the greatest advantage on horseback, 
as he sat on the saddle with such perfect ease 
and yet with such calm serenity as if he were 
grown to it, baving bad, though originally a 
sailor, the benefit -of a long experience in 
taming the wild mustange of the Pampas. 
But his chief beauty was the head and the 
unique dignity with which it rose on the 
shoulders. The feetnrse were cast in the old 
claseic mould; the forehead was high &Dd 
broad, a perpendicular line from the roots of 
the hair to the eyebrows. His mass of tawny 
hair and full red beard geve the eountenance 
its peculiar lion-like charseter. The brow 
was open, genial, SUDDY; the eyes dark gray, 
deep, ehining with a steady reddish light; the 
nose, mouth, and chin exquisitely chiselled. 
the countenance habitually at rest, but at 
sight of those dear to him beeming with a 
caressing smile, revealing all the innate 
etrength &Dd grace of his loving ll&ture." 

A plebUciJo gave Victor Emmanuel· the 
eovereignty of the Two Sicilies, and Garibaldi 
resigned the dictatorship, bade an affectioll&te 
farewell to his comrades, 8.Ild in an address to 
the brave men who had rallied round him, in 
which he speeially referred to the English and 
the Hungarian contingents (the latter under 
General Tiirr), epoke with enthusiasm of Italy, 
and refetTed in no obscure manner to the pr0-

bability of the country being made altogether 
free, and of his meeting a host of his compan
ions in arms in the following year. He then 
quietly retired to Caprera after being rOceived 
with honour by the royal staff and having 
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his title of general confirmed, which in his case 
meant a special and distinctive military rank. 
All pecwriary grants or other emoluments he 
declined to accept, and it WIIS said that on 
resigning his dictatorship he ~;. poesessed of 
just £30, with which he retiTed to his primi
tive isIa.nd to live on the produce of his farm . . 
The opinions of the French, RuESian, and 
Prussian governments had, of course, not sup
ported the action of Victor Emmanuel and of 
Count Cavour, and (perhaps to save appear
ances) Napoleon III. hed recalled his represen
tative from the court of Turin. There could 
be little doubt what England would "'y, if she 
spoke at all; but many statesmen abroad and 
some a.t home were much opposed to a.ny word 
being said that would seem to favour the 
intervention of Sardinia in what they were 
pleased to assume were foreign states, or to 
her accepting the lJllegianee of those states 
after they had abandoned their previous rulers. 
Doubtless the case of Italy was peculiar, and 
perhaps the Pimu was right in saying tha.t 
the only a.ctual justification for upholding the 
action of Victor Emmanuel would be that 
which had supported the assumptiolls of 
Willirun of Orange in regard to England. The 
English government referred to this example 
as a precedent when the events in Italy had, 
so to spesk, been justified by reeulta. We 
might have issued a despatch earlier, but that 
Lord Palme1'8ton was jealous of France and 
had just succeeded in obtaining a vote for 
nine millions for British defences, Whel'80f two 
millions only, could be at once asked for by 
Mr. Gladstone, who reluctantly consented to 
abide by the vote. There was a suspicion 
that Victor Emmanuel might allow Sardinia. 
itself to follow Savoy and Nice to buy the 
support of France, or that he might join 
Garibaldi in invading Venetia.. Cavour has
tened to give, through Sir James Hudson, 
the strongest assurances that Garibaldi would 
not be suffered to attack Veneti&, and thai, if 
that attack were ever made, it would be by 
an Italian army, and when eyants were ripe 
for the movement. Never, moreover, be added, 
would he be &OcesSory to bringing the French 
again into Italy, and so to making his country 
the slave of France. As for the surrender of 
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Sardinia to France, it was a proposal which 
no Italian dared to entertain. 

Then (on the 27th of October} a despatch was 
eent to Sir J_ Hudson by Lord John Russell 
saying:-

U Sir,-It 'a.ppears that the late proceedings 
of the King of Sardinis have been strongly 
disspproved of by eeveral of the principal 
courts of Europe. The Emperor of the French, 
on hearing of t)le invaeion of the Papal Statee 
by the &Tmy of General Cialdini, withdrew hi. 
minister from Turin, expressing at the ~e 
time the opinion of the imperial government 
in condenm.atioD of the invasion of the Roman 
territory. 

"The Emperor of Russia. has, we are told, 
declared in strong terms his indignation at the 
entrance of the army of the King of Sardinia 
into the Neapolitan territory, and has with
drawn his entire mission from Turin. 

"The Prin~ Regent of Prussia has also 
thought it necessary to convey to Sardinia a 
sense of his displeasure, but he has not thought 
it necessary to remove the Prussian minister 
from Turin. 

cc Alter these diplomatic acts it would 
scarcely be just to Italy, or respectful to the. 
other great powers of Europe, were the govern
ment of her majesty any longer to withhold 
the expression of their opinions. 

"In 80 doing, however, her majesty's goveJ."D-· 
ment have no intention to raise a. dispute upon 
the reasons which ha.ve been given, in the 
name of the King of Sardinia., for the invasion 
of the Roman and Neapolitan statee. Whether 
or no the pope was justified in defending his 
authority by means of foreign levies j whether 
the King of the Two Sieilies, while still maiD
taining his Bag at Capua and Gaeta, can be 
said to ha.ve abdicated-are not the arguments 
upon which her majesty's government propose 
to dilate. 

"The large questionS which appear to them 
to be at issue are these: Were the people of 
Italy justified in asking the assistance of the 
King of Sardinia to relieve them from govern
ments with which they are discontented, and 
was the King of Sardinia justified in furnish
ing the assistance of his arms to the people of 
the Roman and Nespolitan statee I 

69 



82 . GLADSTONE AND HIS CONTEMPORARIES. 

"There appear to have been two motives 
which have indnced the people of the Roman 
and Neapolitan st&tee to have joined willingly 
in the 8ubversioD of their governments. The 
first of th ... was, that the governments of the 
Pope and the King of the Two SiciIies pro
vided so ill for the administration of juetice, 
tha protection of persona.! liberty, and the 
general welfare of their people, that their anJ>. 
jeeta looked forward to the overthrow of their 
rulers .. a neceeaary preliminary to aJI im
provements in their condition. 

«The second motive was, that a conviction 
had spread sinoe the year 1849 that the only 
manner in which Italians could secure their 
independenee of foreign control wae by form
ing one etrong government for the whole of 
Italy. 

"The strnggle of Charles Albert in 1848, 
and the sympathy which the pressnt King of 
Sardinia has shown for the Italian cause, have 
naturaIJy caneed the association of the name 
of Victor ·Emma.nuel with the single authority 
nnder which the ItaIiaus aspire to liv .. 

"Looking at the question in this view, her 
majesty's government must admit that the 

. ItaIia.no themoeIveo are the best jndges of their 
own interests. 

U Tha.t eminent jurist Vatte1, when dis
cuooing the IawfnIneao of the assistance givon 
by the United Provin ... to the Prinoe of 
Orange whon he invaded England and over
turned the throne of James II., .. yo: 

" 'The authority of the Prince of Orange 
had douhtIeoo an influonce on the deliberation 
of the Stotes-general, but it did not lead them 
to the commission of an act of injustice; for 
when a people, from good reaaons, toke np arms 
~oainst an oppressor, it is but an act of justice 
and generosity to assist brave men in the de-. 
fonce of their liberties.' 

"Therefore, according to Vattel, tbe ques
tion >esolves itself into this: Did the people 
of Naples and of the Roman Stotee toke up 
"IDS against their governments for good 
reasons! 

"Upon thiS grave matter her ma.jesty'a 
government hold that the people in ques
tion are themselves the best jl1dgee of their 
own affairs. Her majesty's govemment do 

not feel justified in declaring that the people 
of Southern Italy had not good reasons for 
throwing olf their aJlegianoo to their former 
governments; her majesty's government can
not, therefore, pretend to blame the King of 
Sardinia for assisting them. There remains, 
however, " question of fact. It is aooerted by 
the partisans of the faJIen governments that 
the people of the Roman Stotee were attached 
to the pope, and the people of the Kingdom of 
Naples to the dynasty of Francis IL, but that 
Sardinian agents and foreign adventurers have 
by force and intrigne subverted the thrones 
of those sovereigns. It is difficult, however, 
to believe, after the astounding events that 
have been aeon, that the Pope and the King of 
the Two SiciIies poeoeooed the love of their 
people. How was it, one must ask, that the 
pope found it impoooible to levy a Roman 
army, and that he was forced to relyalmoot 
entirely npon foreign mereeuoriesl How did 
it happen again that Garibaldi eonquered 
nearly aJI Sicily with 2000 men, and marched 
from Reggio to Naples with 50001 How but 
from the universal disaffection of the people of 
the Two SiciIi .. l 

"Neither can it be said that this teetimony 
of the popnIarwijI was capricious or causel ..... 
Forty years ago the Neapolitan people made 
IIoIl attempt regnIarly and temperately to re
form their government under the reigning 
dynasty. The powers of Europe assembled at 
Layhach resolved, with the exooption of Eng
land, to put down this attompt by force. It 
was put down, and a large foreign army of 
occupation was left in the Two SiciIies to 
maintain social order. In 1848 the N eapoliton 
people again attempted to secure libertynnder 
the Bourbon dynasty, but their best petriots 
atoned, by an imprisonment of ten years, for 
the offence of endeavouring to free their 
country. What wonder, then, that in 1860 
the Neapolitan mistrust and reaontment should 
throw olf the Bourbons, as in 1888 Eugland 
had thrown olf the Stuartsl 

(( It must be admitted, undoubtedly, that 
the severance of the ties which bind together 
a sovereign and his subjects is in itself a mis
fortune. N otioDe of allegiance become COD
fused, the succeasion to the throne is disputed, 
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adverse parties threatAm the peace of society, 
rights and pretensions are opposed to each 
other and mar the harmony of the state. Yet 
it must be aoknowledged, on the other hand, 
that the Italian revolution hsa'j,een conduoted 
with singular temper and forbearance. The 
subversion of existing power has not been 
followed, as is too often the case, by an out
burst of popular vengeance. The extreme 
views of democrats have nowhere prevailed. 
Public opinion has checked the exc ..... of the 
public triumph. The venerated forms of con
stitutional mona.rchy have been associated 
with the name of a prince who represents an 
8.ncient and glorious dynasty. Such have been 
the causes and concomitant circumstances of 
the reyolution of Italy. Her majesty's govern
ment can see DO sufficient ground for the 
severe censure with which Austria, France, 
Prnssia, and Russia have visited the acts of 
the King of Sardinia. Her majesty's govern
ment will turn their ey .. rather to tha gratify
ing proopect of a people building up the edifice 
of their liberties, and consolidating the work 
of their independence, amid the sympathies 
and good wish .. of Europe." . 

It need scarcely be said that this despateb 
moved the gratitude both of ~..a.vour and of 
GaribaJdi, "who," as Earl Russell said in his 
subsequent account of it, "with the magna
nimity of great men, instead of attributing to 
themselves the whole merit of rescuing Italy 
from her centuries of servitude and depression, 
and securing to her the bleaaings of indepen
dence and freedom, were ever willing to ac
knowledge, with gratitude, the efforts made 
by British statesmen to help on the good 
work." It may be mentioned tha-to several 
gentlemen in Milan combined to send to Earl 
Russell a token of their appreciation in the 
shape of a beautiful marble statue, the work 
of Carl lWmano, "'pressnting Young Italy 
holding in her hands a diadem embossed with 
the arms of the various Italian states tbence
forward to be united in one kingdom. 

The death of Cavour, and a change of minis
try which brought the cunning Rattazzi into 
power, proved disastrous to Garibaldi. He 
bad been elected to the Italian parliament as 
deputy for Naples, and on his recovery from 

an illness which followed his retirement to 
Caprera h. appeared in the .... mbly and 
after some passages of words, in which he was 
no mateb for his opponents, retired from the 
contest, and allowed a reconciliation, or rather 
an expedient truce, to be effected. Rattazzi, 
crafty, d .. igning, but not highly capable, nor 
possessing the confidence of either party, seems 
to bave imagined he eould follow the policy or 
Cavour, and to gain the support of the revolu
tionary party, or "the party of actiont allowed 
it to be understood that he would IlUpply a 
million fran~ for an expedition to take Venice 
from the Austrians. 

It need scarcely be said that this proposal 
was seized upOn with a1aority by Garibaldi, 
who not unnaturally assumed that he might 
again raise volunteers for an enterprise in 
which he could count on the connivance, if 
not on the direct assistance of the. government. 
But the attempt to make history repeat itself 
was too hazardous. It bad been already dis· 
tinctly declared by Victor Emmanuel that no 
attempt should be made against the Austrians 
at Venetia except by regu1ar Italian troops, 
and in order to avert the suspicion of pro
moting the enrolment of volunteers for Buch 
a purpose, it was necessary to take decided 
measures to prevent Garibaldi from eslling 
upon men to follow him. It would have been 
well if the general had submitted; but it was 
highly improbable that he would be satisfied to 
obey without bitterly complaining of ha"1"ing 
been deeeived and betrayed. He abandoned 
the attack on Venetia, but at the same time 
proclaimed his disappointment, and at the in
stigation of the" party of action" landed in 
Sicily, and there raised & small undisciplined 
force. He had attAmd£ a rill. meetiDg at 
P8J.ermo, where Prince Humbert, the eldest son 
of Victor Emmanuel, was present, and where 

, Pallavicini, who had for ye&l'8 been an officer 
of the Piedmontese, was in command of the 
Pap8J troop.. There he openly announced his 
intention of organizing a force for the purpose 
of takiDg lWme from the French who ocenpied 
it. Of course this a.vowal should at once have 
been deDounced as illegal. It would bave 
been monstrous for the king, who had acquired 
dominion over a whole ten;itory, and whose 
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authority had been recognized and eetablished, 
to sanction the attempt of a subject to levy 
troops or to commence a war, but it was 
almost as monstrous to permit any initiatory 
steps to be taken. No positive command was 
Bent to Garibaldi to cease at once from any 
preparation for hostilitiesj ~d it was not till 
Rattazzi saw to what a fatal termination his 
former indirect encouragement was likely to 
lead, that the government found itself com
pelled to resorl; to force to prevent a calamity 
which would never have threatened but for 
the weakn .... and duplicity of the minister. 
At any sacrifice of feeling, and even at the 
expense of appearing dishonourable, it was 
essential that the followers of the "liberator" 
should not be suffered to come into conflict 
with the Freneh 1;ro0pe. Garibaldi had croeeed 
to Calabria, where he expected to raise a 
force Ia.rge e~ough to march on Rome and 
expel the French garrison. Only a few 
weeks ea.rlier, Victor Emmanuel had been 
expressing his gratitude to Napoleon III. for 
"a careful act of kindness" in sending a 
French Heet to NapleS for his protection and 
for "sympathy for the ClLUse of Italy." Prince 
Napoleon, too, had visited the king at Naples 
and had afterwards been to Sicily, where the 
troope at Messina had marched past his hotel 
and shouts were raised by the people of "Long 
live the defender of Italy! Long live France!" 
Shortly hefore that day 35,000 Italians had 
sent a memorial to the- English government 
asking for its influence in inducing the French 
to relinquish the occupetion of lI<>me. It was 
not till he reaehed Aspromonte that Garibaldi 
found himself opposed hy the royal troops
a battalion of Bersaglieri. Several officers of 
the army had throWll up their commiaaiona 
rather than obey orders to fight againat the 
chief who had done so mueh for Italy. It 
was necessary to take immediate measures, for 
the people were becoming excited and were 
clamouring against France. At the same time 
the true frienda of Italian liberl;y saw how 
deplorable had been the error into which 
Garib&ldi had fallen. Opinions were every~ 
where conflicting, but while RUBBia came in 
with an offer of "moral support" to Victor 
Emmanuel in the cause of order, Koaauth, the 

Htmgarian patriot, wrote a letter to the Ita1.ian 
jonrnals strongly disapproving the attitude 
assumed by his brother patriot, and exhorting 
the Hungarians not to lend their aid to. a 
movement which, by bringing Italy into colli· 
sion with France, would tend to rivet afresh 
the manacles from which the people had been 
freed. But the mizehief had been done so far 
as injury to Garibaldi himself was concerned. 
Cialdini had stipulated that he should be 
allowed to choose the troops who were to be 
sent against his former friend and comrade, 
and he intrusted the capture of the general 
to Pa.lla.vicini and his Bersaglieri or sharp
shooters. It was believed that Garibaldi 
would lead his men to the mountains of the 
Tyrol rather than submit. Aa the regular 
troops advanced it hecame evident that they 
were in force, and that they had been 80 dis-
posed as to endeavour to prevent his retreat, 
but it was equally certain that he had no in
tention of giving them battle. From the first 
moment while he was looking at them through 
his glass he repeatedly gave orders to his men 
not to fire, and the order was repeated by his 
officers and by sound of trumpet all down 
the line. The Bersaglieri, however, com· 
menced tiring, and Garibaldi himself was 
wounded in the thigh by a spent baIl, and 
more seriously in the ankle by a bullet which 
struck with full force. He stood erect for a 
moment, shouted "Long live Italy!" again 
called out cc Do not fire," and then was carried 
to a shorl; distance, where he lay beneath some 
trees and hegan to smoke a cigar vigoroualy till 
his foo~ could be attended to hy the surgeon. 
His SOD, Menotti, was brought in also with a 
wound in his leg, and several others were 
injured. In one part of the line the Garibal
dians had retnrned the fire of the troope and 
a skirmish took place, which was, however, 
quickly ended. Frienda, old comrades, rela
tives met as the two forces approached. It 
was a scene of regret and of mutual and sorrow· 
ful reproaehes. PaIlavicini came bareheaded 
and with every tokan of respect to the place 
where the wounded chief lay. For a very 
shorl; time people wondered what would be 
dono with Garibaldi. What could be done 
with him I He was carried to Spezzia to the 
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fort of Varigliano, only to be released after a on Rome had been a grievous error, which was 
nominal imprisonment. In & few days it was obscured if not obliterated in the pain and the 
possible to remove him to Caprera, where the pity that were felt not only in Italy but 
sympathies of his countrymen and of thousands throughout Europe at the event at Aspro
of othera in England, FrancO: and Europe, monte. It has been truly &aid that had Gari
reached him. Our concern took a. practical baldi been wrecked on the voyage after his 
shape, and Mr. Partridge, an English surgeon, crowning glory at Naples, or had he reached 
was sent to Italy to attend him and to extract Caprera with an unshakendetermiDatioD. never 
the ball from his foot, 8. task which was diffi- torevisittbe mainland, his achievements would 
cult and tedious. He eventua.lly recovered, have gone down to posterity as a myth hardly 
however, and though he still suffered from second to the deeds of the ancient demigods; 
rheumatism and from the results of his wound, but he was elected a deputy, met opponents 
was able to visit London in 1864 at the invi- in parliament, quarrelled and even squabbled 
tation of the Duke of Sutherland and a num.- I with those for whom he was no match in what 
ber of friends who desired to give him fresh . is sometimes called debate, and peraisted in 
assura.nces of the sympathy and admiration. of the opinion that he could somewhere and 
the English people. The people, that is to say somchow repest the triumphs that had only 
the largest proportion of the population, were been possible and could only be possible once 
eager to show him honour. His appearance in a lifetime. The very simplicity and un
in the streeta became a pnblic triumph, the selJishness of the man,-qualities which had 
enthusiasm was tremendous, and though for wrought wonders,-made him. the tool of ill 
a time a number of the leadera of society kept advisers and led him to attempta that ended 
critically aloof, they were in a minority, and in humiliation and defeat. 
either from a dislike to appearing singular, In 1864 the Best of the Italian government 
or because they were unable to withstand the was removed to Florence, and as the idea. of ob
influence of the common excitement, became taining Rome seemed to have been abandoned, 
even more ex.uberant in their praises and more Fran~ agreed to withdraw the ganison. In 
exacting in their hospitalities than those who 1866 the war between Prutmia and Austria., of 
had first received the "hero" whose picture which we shall have a little to say presently, 
was in every shop window. Garibaldi was so gave Garibal~i an opportunity of manifesting 
overwhelmed by a popularity, the violent de- his undying hostility to the tyrantaofItaly,and 
monstrations of which he had neither courted as the soldier of the king he headed a force of 
nor desired, that his health began to suffer, several thousand volunteers and ineffectually 
and it was found necessary to enable him to endeavoured to force his way into tbe Southern 
ssc&pe from his titled and aristoeratic admirers Tyrol. He was kept at bay by the Austrian 
who would have killed him with receptions, rifles, and after defeat at Custozza was com
dinnen, and deputations. After a short stay, pelled to faJ.l back, sick and wounded, and to 
therefore, he re-embarked in the Duke of retumoncemoretoCa.prera. Hisjoywhenthe 
Sutherland's yacht and went back to the farm war ended, and one of ita results was the libera
in his solitary island, grateful for all the tion of Venetia and its reunion with ltaly,wa8 
sympathy of which he had been the object, probably little affected by the fact that h. 
but glad to be once more in a position to re- had been una.ble to take a leading part in the 
member it at a safe distance. achievement. He was too high-minded and 

Garibaldi's day was done, 80 far as actively therefore had too little self-conscioUBnea!l for 
effective service of hie country was concerned. that, but he was too eaaily ensnared in the 
It might have been better if the "Sword of toils laid by Rattazzi, who, returning to power 
Italy" had not heen again unsheathed. Deeds in 1867, again attempted to imitate Cavour's 
heroic in themselves lose their force and value subtle sagacity by an exercise of easily de
if they are the consequence of perverse or tected cunning. Cavour had, at grea.t l'isk, 
mistaken enthusiasm. The attempt to march surmounted the difficulty of at once promoting 
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and apJl8&1i.ng to restrain an insurrection. 
He had made an edge-tool of Garibaldi, and 
but for his own energy and adroitness his own 
hand would have been seriously wounded and 
Italy maimed. As it was, Garib&!di, fust 
secretly encouraged aud then ostentatiously 
checked, had added Southern to N orthem 
Italy and united the kingdom for Victor 
Emmanuel. Cavour etopped ehort at Venetia 
a.nd at Rome. Rattazzi, now that Venetia ha.d 
fallen again into the lap of Italy, began to 
repeat the tactics which had before brougbt 
himself as well as Garibaldi to grief, and the 
victim. of Aspromonte was again fired with 
ready enthusiasm at the cry of "Rome for 
ltaly:'-wasagain caugbt in thenetwhichcun
ning folly had spread for him. Rome had been 
relieved of the French ga.rrison and W88 sup
posed to be comparatively defencel.... If the 
minister could only excite &n attempt to seiee 
upon the capital, and could at the same time 
appear to be strenuously opposing it, he might 
achieve the desire of the extreme party, and 
either deceive Napoleon III. or 80 awaken 
his sympathies for the'ltalian cause as to pre
vent his effectual interference. This was 
Ratts.ezi's absurd attempt to imitate Cavour. 
There was no diffioulty in raising volunteera, 
and arms were ready to be distributed. Menotti 
Garib&!di was on the borders of the iliminished 
Pap&! Statee enlisting men. Garib&!di him
self was at Genoa almost as soon 88 he heard 
that the farce of 1862 was to be forgotten in a 
repetition of the original drama of 1860. He 
went from Genoa to Florence, his addresses to 
the people were ardent and so imprudent 88 to 
be almost inexcusable if he remembered with 
whom he had to de&!. The government, dis
sembling still in the eye of France, condemned 
his language, and de.ting to be ehocked at 
his attitude ordered his arrest and his remov&! 
to Caprera, where government cruisers layoff' 
ahore to watch him and prevent his escape 
till the time came for the blow to be actually 
struck against Rome. Then he was allowed 
to get of!' quite easUy, to land at Leghorn,and to 
join the force mustered on the Pap&! frontier. 
It WRS too late-the drama ended in a pitiful 
n8I!Co-in a wretched t1'agedy rather. When 
Garibaldi advanced with hi. followers he 

found himself opposed not only to the much 
larger foroes of the Pap&! army, but to French 
battalions sent for the rescue and protection of 
the pope and commanded by De Failly. All 
was over. Wounded alike in body and in 
soul and sick at heart, the hero went once 
more to his solitary island like & broken eagle. 
to its eyrie, and again after three years saw 
Rome,-to restore which he would have given 
his Iife,-taken after a brief struggle, by the 
Italian army and made the true capital of 
United Italy, while he had no hand in the 
achievement, and the French emperor who 
had so long prevented it was ruehing on his 
fate at Sedan. 

Reference has &lre&dy been made to an 
Irieh brigade formed for the protection of the 
Pap&! territory, and in this aasociation the 
name of Mr. Pope Hennessey will occur to 
some readers. :Mr. Pope Hennessey, who, 
with Sir George Bowyer, was an ardent sup
porter of the Pap&! authority in Italy, had 
occupied the office of a. civil clerk in the coun~ 
cil office, and was afterwards returned for 
King's County. As an Irieh Roman Catholic 
of the extreme school-the lntramontanists, 
as men of his way of tbink4Ig were then 
called-he had been. conspicuous in the for~ 
mation of the Irish Brigade, which irreverent 
jesters had nicknamed U the Pope's Brass 
Band,· and he was of course opposed to the 
course taken by the government in relation to 
Italian independence, since he sympathized 
with the King of Naples and regarded Gari
b&!di as a handit and Victor Emmanuel as a 
robbe.. At all events he had the courage of 
his convictions, for in a well-arranged and 
well-delivered speech, which lasted two hours 
and a half, he denounced the conduct of the 
government, and delivered opinions which 
were direetly opposed to those of the great 
majority of the house. As he was then 0.1Iy 
twenty-seven years old this was an achiev~ 
ment, and though he had very few supporters 
he was listened to with something like in
terest, or at all events without intelTUptioD; 
but wheu Mr. Layard rose to reply, the house 
....pidly filled, and it was evident from the 
cheering which accompanied his retorts, as 
well as the remarks of Mr. Edwin James and 
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Sir &lbert Feel, that neither Mr. H.nn .... y 
nor Sir Georg. Bowyer oould bring censure 
upon the foreign policy of the government in 
Italian affaire. In ouch a d.bate Mr. Glad. 
stoDe naturally felt that he couIa not sit silent, 
and indeed he was entitled to some reply, if 
only for the reason that Lord Derby in the 
House of Lords had condemned the policy of 
the government towards Francs and Italy, 
which he said pIacsd on the peopl. an amount 
of taxation (( absolutely unprecedented in time 
of peace, and only. made m';re intolerabl. by 
the financial freaks of the chancellor of the 
exchequer." In a speech, fervid, eloquent, 
and almost passionate, Mr. Gladston. replied 
to Mr. Hennessey's accusations; and having 
commented upon the breach of faith committed 
by the old King of N apl .. towarde the people 
in reference to the promised constitution of 
May, 1848, characterized the reign of that 
monarch as built up by, and founded upon, a 
denial of justice and a violation of all law. 
That king's son, who had suooeeded him, had 
thrown away a splendid opportunity for im· 
pressing a glorious name upon the pages of hi&
tory. No one had marred a brilliant fortune 
more completely than the miserable and un
happy Francis IL But sad .. were the records 
of Neapolitan rul., the ecclesiastiealauthoritieB 
of the States of the Church were still more 
fruitful of oppression and injustice. The man
ner in which the inhabitants of these States 
had been hand.d over onCB to the military 
government of Austria was such, that had the 
people borne it they would have been no better 
than worms fit to be trodden under loot. By 
documentary evidence Mr. Gladstone proved 
the atrocities which had been committed in 
the States of the Church and in the territory 
of the· Duke of Modena; and he concluded by 
d.claring that the cousolidation of Italy would 
b. a boon not only to the Itelians themselves, 
b~t also to every power in EW'Ope. 

'To the not altogether new imputation of 
Lord Derby, only a-""lpractical. answer was 
necessary, and the reply was forthcoming in 
the succeesive budgets, which, even in a time 
of difficulty and trial, were directed .. much 
as possible to diminish pressure of taxation 
on articles of necessary consumption. 

Mr. Henne&'Jey was not without supporters 
who cond.mned both Garibaldi and Victor 
Emmanuel, but in the House of Commons 
they.were few, and a tempest of applause 
greeted Mr. Gladston.'. reply. Ref.rring to 
the .......noDS put forward, h. said Sir George 
Bowyer and Mr. Henn .... y had called upon 
the house to lament th •. foreign policy of 
the government, which th.y alleged was 
founded on injustice and could not prosper; 
and th.y &leo said that the cause which 
we favoured in Italy was the pers~ution of 
righteous governments. The member for 
Dundalk had .... rted that a revolution which 
the peopl. of England look.d upon with won· 
der was the result of a wicked conspiracy 
carried on by an unprincipled king and a 
cunning minister; and that the people of 
Naples, govern.d by benignant laws wisely 
administered, were devoted to their sovereign . 
.As to the comage n that miserable monarch," 
Francis II., was said to have manifested dur
ing the siege of Gaeta, Mr. Gladston. said, 
"It is all very well to claim consideration for 
him on account of his courage, but ~ confess 
I feel much more admiration for the courage 
of the hon. member for Dundalk (Sir G. Bow. 
yer) and the hon. member for King's County 
(Mr. Fop. Hennessey); for I think I would 
rather live in a stout and well-built casemate 
listening to the whizzing of bulleto and the 
bUl1lting of obella, than com. before a free 
assembly to vindicate such a cause as that 
which these honourabl. gentlemen have es
poused." 

Both th ... gentlemen returned to the charg. 
a year later, however (in April, 1862), when 
Sir George Bowyer violently attacked the 
policy of the gov.rnm.nt, which h. said had 
set up Victor Emmanuel as a French viceroy 
-made France the dominant power in Italy, 
and broken the pow.r of Austria, but had not 
secured what was called the unity of ItsIy. 
Th. kingdom of the Two Sicilies still .xisted, 
whil. that of Italy had only been organized 
by France and England. ·He declared that 
w. had not mad. &lme the capital of Italy
and that Rome never would be the capital of 
Italy. 

This was such an extraordinary statement, 
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in face of wha.t was then actually occurring, 
that Mr. Layard w .. able to say in reply that 
there were no Piedmontese troops in the 
March .. , Umbria, or the Legations-that if 
the people wished to return to their former 
allegiance there was nothing to prevent them 
---and with regard to Rome, the question was 
not whether King Victor Emmanuel wanted 
it, but whether the Romans wanted him. 

Mr. Gladstone, pointing out the extraordi_ 
nary credulity and the equally extraordinary 
power of paradox displayed by Sir George 
Bowyer, said: "To take a particular instance, 
there is the downfall of the late kingdom of 
the Two Sicili... My hon. and learned friend 
was 80 kind 88 to ascribe to me some infinite
simal Bha.re in removing from the world the 
eorrow and iniquity whieh once oppreeeed 
that unhappy country. I ehould take it as a 
favour if the eharge were made truly, but I 
cla.im. or aamme no mch office. Here is a 
country which my hon. and learned friend 
says is, with a few iniserable exceptions 
amonget the middle cla.ssee, fondly attaehed 
to the expalled dynaaty-<md what happens 
there I An adventurer, Ge.ribald~ clothed in 
a red ehirt, and Bome volunteero aleo clothed 
in red ehirts, land at a point in the peuinsula, 
mareh through Calabria, face a .... reign with 
a weU.disciplined army of 80,000 men, and a 
lIeet probably the best in Italy, and that 
sovereign disappears before them like a mock
ery king of snow! And yet such is the power 
of paradox that my hon. and learned friend 
still argues for the affectionate loyalty of the 
Neapolitans, as if such results could ha.ve been 
achieved anywhere save where the people 
were alienated from the throne." Sir George 
Bowyer had declared or predicted that the 
Italians would never have the city of Rome 
for their capital. He (Mr. Gladstone) did not 
belie .. in that prediction. Sir George required 
the houee to believe that the people of Rome 
were perfectly satisfied; but there were BOme 
20,000 French troope kept there for 80me 
purpose which Sir G. Bowyer had not ex
plained. Speaking as an individual, he could 
not but regret the continuance of that occu
pation: and he moat earnestly hoped, for the 
Bake of the name and fame of France, for tHy , 

sake of humanity and the peace of Europe, it 
might soon be done away. With respect to 
the temporal government of the Papacy-one 
of the questions involved in the discussion
Mr. Gladstone, in a powerful argument, urged 
the impolicy as well as the injustice of pro
longing it. 

Lord Palmerotan cloaed the dehate by d ... 
claring that the government bed acted con
eistently with their avowed deeire to .. e Italy 
liberated from tY,ranuicai oppreeeore, and that 
this policy bed repreoented the feeling of the 
country. He complimented Sir George Bow
yer on his loyalty to the ehureb of whieh he 
was a member, but affirmed that the govern
ment would be willing to .bide by the verdict 
of the nation. 

The first year of the decade, the events of 
which we are now considering, is memorable 
for the commencement of that tremendous 
con1lict whieh it was thought would Beparate 
the Uuited Statee of America into two inde
pendent republics; and the social as well as 
the political effects produced in this country 
by the war in America. were attended with 
great anxiety and fraught with no inconsider
able danger. The anxiety was of two kinds, 
the painful impreesion produced by the proe
pect of • long and aanguinary struggle be
tween people who had formed one great nation 
-speaking the same language, poeeessing the 
saJbe civilization, and in the main derived 
from the same stock as ourselves; and the 
fear (whieh for a 'time proved to be well 
grounded) that our commercial and inter
national rolations to either or to both bellig
erents wquld be injured and imperilled. The 
danger lay in the ignorance of the great ma

jority of people here as to the real grounde of 
a strife which appeared to be so Budden and 
overwhelming; and in the erroneous impres
sion which many of the most enlightened and 
sagacious of our public men bad. formed of its 
probable issue. In a word, England, because 
of her true and natural sympathy with the 
people of the United Statee, w .. divided into 
partisans of the North or of the South, ..,. 
cording to the sentiments or the misappre-. 
heD.sions by which opinions were guided, at 
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the very time when the near and peculiar 
relation that we bore to the combatants 
most demanded the exercise of 8. practically 
disinterested neutrality, which as a nation we 
earnestly and successfully strove to preserve. 

There was &Ild continued to be a great deal 
of confusion in the representations current in 
England with regard to the original causes 
of the war and the reasons for its continuance; 
nor would it be easy within the limits of these 
pagee to trace the real history of its beginning, 
and the varied conditions and viciaitudes 
under wbich it was punlUed. That the first 
hostilitiee by the South and the secession of 
South Carolina were in immediate relation to 
the apparently inevitable opposition of the 
Northern States to the maintenance of slavery 
was obvious enough; but several endeavours 
were made by the United States government 
to induce the slave-holding .tatee to remain 
loyal to the Union, and among the propositions 
were suggestions to adopt a boundary line 
beyond wbich slavery should never be inter
fered with. When the "Republican" party, 
wbich was regarded as the anti-alavery party, 
carried their candidate for the presidency, it 
was still admitted that force would not or 
should not be employed to restore the Union. 
Mr. Seward, who become secretary of state, 
had declared that if the Union were reetored 
by force it would not be worth having. Mr. 
Abraham Lincoln, however, in his inaugural 
addre.., stated his intention of recovering and 
keeping the property of the United States, 
and as he did not mention tha.t he would do 
80 by the force of arms, much trouble was 
taken by several eminent men in and out of 
office to represent that the meesage was truly 
pacific. It would appear that a considerable 
Dumber of those who read the message in this 
way-and among them Mr. Seward-pro
fessed not to believe in the reaJity of the 
secession, but thought that the temporary 
demonstrations of revolt would cease when 
the whole question cable to be argued and a 
compromise was effected. Otherwise it is 
dillicult to see how the property of the Union 
could be either recovered or preserved without 
recourse to force. South Carolina having an
nounced her resumption of separate indepen. 

dence as a sovereign state, had been. followed 
by G1!orgia, Alabama, Florida, LOuisiana, and 
Tens; and Mr. Jefferson Davis, who had 
formerly been secretary of war in the United 
States government, was elected, in a meeting 
at Cbarleeton, and proclaimed first president 
of th ... " Confederated States.» Then, after 
having adopted a constitution simi.!..- to that 
of the United States government, the Con
federates or "Seceders" took possession of all 
the property of the Federal government within 
their reach, including all the military posts 
except two or three forts. In Te:ms a force 
of 2000 regular troope under General Twigge 
eurrendered to the state militia; and Major 
Anderson, commanding the Federal garriaon 
of Fort Moultrie, in the port of Charleston, 
blew up the poet which he could no lODger 
hold, and removed the garriaon to Fort Sum
ter. 

All this had taken p\aoe during the presi
dency of Mr. Buchanan, who preceded Mr. 
Lincoln, and who was said to be clcee1y allied 
to the intereete of the slaveowuOl1l. At any
rate some of his ministers were in favour of 
the Confederacy, and he was obliged to die
miss_ them. One of them, Mr. Floyd, after
wards become a violent par~ of the South, 
and commanded a brigade in Weetern Vir
ginia, and another went to 'preside over the 
Confederate senate. 

These were convincing signs that the ques.
tion of slaveholding and alave traffic were the 
primary reasons for secession; but for a proper 
understanding of the attitude of the Federal 
government, it will be necessary to remember 
that at the time of the actual commencement 
of hostilities and afterwards, Mr. Abraham 
Lincoln dec1ared that he did not go to war to 
put an end to slavery, nor even to decide 
whether in certain statee .lavery should or 
should not exist, or whether a certain number 
of .1 .... should be ·permitted; but that he 
called upon the Northern Statee to ann solely 
to preserve the Union, which it was tbeir duty 
to maintain. 

So far then we may see a little of what 
was the position of affairs in 1861; but what
ever may have been the atIiIumed causes or 
the expressed objecta of the combatants, the 
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alave question was that which had really to 
be settled. The advances in civil liberty made 
by the Northem Statee, where the "peculiar 
institution" of holding negroes in perpetual 
bondage had heen long abandoned, made the 
perpetuation of slavery in neighbouring terri~ 
tories under the same government impossible, 
a.nd the negro who could escape over the bor~ 
der was concealed or protected by the U aboli
tionists." After the commencement of the 
war Buch fugitives were enfranchised by the 
law which was passed against the recapture 
of, or cIa.im of property in, any ODe dwelling 
within the bou~daries of the free states. 

The cry for abolition of negro slavery was 
in the air of the NortherD. States; and there 
were not wanting either true narratives, pas-

, sionate appeals, nctional representationB, or 
clear, indisputable evidence to show what 
were the aetual as well as the possible cruel
ties and degra.datioDs to which t~e human 
chattel was 'liable under the irresponsible 
authority of an owner, or the irregula.ted 
tyranny of an overseer. Slavery could not 
have existed in any form likely to have been 
acceptable to either party, and, indeed, the 
most vigorous party-theee who had retained 
the" grit" arid persistency of the early foun~ 
ders of America-would not have rested with 
any compromise. Their forefathers, like ours, 
had regarded the institution as at least a 
permissible one, even when they did not 
rely on a. convenient interpretation of Scrip
ture for ita .upport; but theae people had 
abandoned the belief that negro .. were the 
children of Ham, or that the system of e1avery 
as it was practised, or might easily be prac>
tised, was of divine institution. To them it 
was a thing evil and odious-a system which 
had become dangerous to the existence of the 
republic. Whatever may have been Mr. Se
ward', opinion of the means to be taken to 

abolish it-and thol1gh in 1861 he may have 
regarded the secession of the slave-owning 
states 88 only a temporary demonatration
he had, 88 early 88 1858, declared in a Bpeech 
in New York state that the antagonism be
tween freedom and alavery was "an iITepres
Bible conftict between opposing and enduring 
forces;" and the "irrepressible conflictl.l be-

came one of those significant phrases which 
are conveniently used to express settled con~ 
victions. But it is necessary to note that Mr. 
Seward apparently held the opinion that a 
compromise might be made by which alavery 
should be suffered gradually to die out, or 
should by degrees be superseded by free la
bour, and should not be perpetuated in future 
generations by what were called the slave
breeding statea Even before the date of the 
speech just quoted he had said, in addreeeing 
the senate at Washington, "All parties in 
this conntry that have tolerated the extension 
of aIa.very, except one, have perished for that 
error already, and that last one-the Demo
cratic party-is hurrying on irretrievably to 
the same fate! " 

There was nothing in the attitude of the 
state of South Carolina inconsistent with pre-. 
vious demonstrations. In 1848, when the 
senate at Washington had approved of a peti
tion from the people of New Mexico to ex~ 
elude domestic slavery from that country, the 
assembly of South Carolina passed resolutions 
denying the power of Congreas to prohibit the 
introduction of alavery into any territory .... 
quired by treaty or by the arm. of all the 
states. The question ,was not likely to become 
the cause of a national conflict while the Demo
cratic party was in power, for the Democrats 
of America. may be said to have represented 
the Conservative party, and the Republicana 
the Whige or Liberals. Near the end of the 
year 1853 a meeting of English ladies was 
held at Stafford House to agree upon a me
morial to the ladies of the United States, 
which said, n A common origin, a common 
faith, and we sincerely believe a common 
cause, urge us at the present moment to ad~ 
dress you on the subject of that negro slavery 
which still prevails so extensively, and even 
under kindly disposed masters, with such 
frightful results, in many of the vast region. 
of the Weetem World." The addrese was read 
by the Duchess of Sutherland, and was sent j 
but the answer received from Mrs. Tyler, the 
wife of the ex~president, WElS resentful. It 
roundly told the ducheee that she might find 
fitting objecta for her sympathy in London, in 
Ireland, or on her own Highland estates; and 
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said, "Leave it to the women of the South to 
alleviate the sufferingB of their dependan1B, 
while you take care of your own. The negro 
of the South livee sumptuously in comparison 
with 100,000 of your white popUlation in Lon
don." This reply, of COUl'Be, did not touch the 
other side of the negro question, and, in fact, 
did not touoh the queetion of slavery at all. 
It indicated, perhape, that a Iarge proportion 
of the people of the Northern Statee did not 
care much for the negroes, as they very plainly 
showed when they came in contact with themj 
and it seemed to imply that at that time 
emancipation was not regarded as a desirable 
question ~ bring into prominence. Evidences 
were not wanting that it might soon become 
a difficult, if not a dangerous one. 

The Republicans appear to have taken up 
the Bla.ve question as one which would have 
to be fought out with determination, and were 
ready to demand that the whole force of the 
government should be exerted to prevent the 
extension or the perpetuation of slavery in 
any of the states of the Union. The Demo
crats, on the other hand, were equally ready 
to defend u the institution," and the result was 
that while the United States government, in 
conjunction with Great Britain, was expend
ing a large amount of money and losing many 
men in the work of suppressing the African 
sla.ve-tracie-and the only portions of the 
civilized world where that traffic was tolerated 
were the islands of Cuba and Porto Rico
runaway slaves, in their endeavour to escape 
from the Southern States to the bordere, were 
reca.ptured and severely punished. Even at 
Charleston the abolitionists were Wrought 
to a pitoh of excitement by the arrest of 
fugitives, and their relinquishment to those 
who claimed them 88 their property. This 
was in accordance with the Fugitive Slave 
Bill passed by Congress in 1850, permitting 
owners to follow runaway slaves into free 
.tatee, and making any a.ssietance given to 
them in their Hight, o~y opposition to their 
arrest, illegol and punisbable. At the same 
time the "free soil JJ party-(who, like the 
sla.veholders, were fond of the word "free
dom» in rslation to themselves)-agreed to 
reject the testimony of slaves in courts of 

justice. Thie had been the condition of affaire 
in those etatee whioh did not repudiate the 
bill by their own etate laws, until the eecession 
of the Southern Statee, and the first loee .. of 
the Federale after the commencement of the 
war-when Abraham Lincoln, who was then 
president, issued a proclamation declaring the 
freedom of all fugitive slav .. e"tering the 
Federal Statea 

The demands for complete emancipation had 
not been altogether silenced sinoe the daye 
when England had paid 80 heavily for.the free
dom of the Degroee in her Weet Indian poesee
sions. In France and in America anti-alavery 
societies were earnestly at work, but all that 
could be done was to insist on the active sup
preeaion of the traffic in Africa. Unhappily the 
ala ve-deale1'8 and their agents,the man-steaJ.ers, 
found the trade sufficiently profitable to tempt 
them to run great risks, and horrible discov
eries were sometimes made of the suft'erings of 
the wretched c:rea~ who were battened 
down in fast-eai.ling eraft, that a quick run 
might be made to escape the British, French, or 
American cruisers. In 1840 the societies held 
a conference, the result of which was that the 
Ame~can government endeavoured to estab-
1ieh a negro colony, whioh they called Liberia, 
on the Weet Coast of Africa, to whioh alavee 
who had obtained their freedom might be 
sent. We cannot here follow the obvious 
causes of the failure of this attempt to form a 
self-sustaining colony of freed alavee. England 
had a station at Sierra Leone fortbe l'8C8ption 
of negroes rescued from intercepted slave 
ehipa It waa believed that many of the 
slaves bought in Africa were not only taken 
to Cuba and Porto Rico, but were emuggled 
through Texaa to the Southern States of 
America.; but apart from that, those states 
retained in bondage the negroes at work on 
the plantations or otherwise employed, and 
comparatively few of· them or their offspring 
obtained their freedom. The number of the 
negro slave population in the South in 1840 
was reckoned at about two millions; but these 
figures were uncertain, or perha.ps did not 
include the quadroons or mixed race of negroes 
and whites, numbers of whom were kept in 
slavery even though, in many instances, the 
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signs of their negro descent had been almost 
obliterated, or at least were not conspicuous. 

The anti-sla.very societies had done much, 
and the Quaker eommunity had been forward 
in the effort to abolish from the land what 
they believed to be an accursed thing; but, 
as we have seen, other powerful agencies con
tributed to give a quick incentive to the move
ment, which in 1859 had aroused not only 
the interests but the passions of either side. 
The question had become, at the same time, a 
political. and a religious one. Slaves who suc
ceeded in escaping from the pIa.ntations found 
protectors in the free states, who aided and 
comforted them even at the risk of inenning 
punishment by the law, or the lawless revenge 
of those who looked upon them much as borse 
or cattle stealers would have been regarded in 
some other communities. The fugitives often 
bad dreadful stori.. to tell of the cruelties 
practised by overseers; the evidences of the, 
tnlth of what they said, were to be seen upon 
their scarred and seared bodies, and wers often 
corroborated by witness .. who had themselves 
visited Southern plantation .. or possessed in· 
dubitable testimony of the treatment of which 
the slaves were frequently the victims. It 
may be eonoeded that comparatively few in· 
stances of cruelty and atrocity would have 
been sufficient, in the excited state of feeling, 
to raise a passiona.te outcry against the system 
of slavery and a demand for its abolition, but 
the examples were too numerous to be re
garded as exceedingly rare or as altogether 
exceptional. It was known that men, women, 
and children were Bold at auction like beasts, 
that they were often treated like brutes, that 
men and even women were flogged and pun
ished in a revolting manner, that women who 
were not negroes, but who were partly of 
negro blood, might be flogged or worse. Not 
only in cries, speeches, songs were these 
thiD~ denounced, but anti-sla.very tracts, es

says, stories, were circulated in great numbers. 
Mrs. Harl'iet Beecher Stowe's story, Uncle 
Tom'. Cabin, sent a thrill of pain and of in
dignation not only through the Northern 
States, but through England, through other 
nations of Europe. Of course we know now 
that it was a U story," that all that was in it 

was not fact in the sense of its" havi:fig hap
pened in relation 'to persons such as were there 
depicted; but there was nothing in it that 
might not have happened without interference 
by law. The system of slavery in the South 
made such incidents possible, many of them 
probable: it was known that they had hap
pened and wers happening. The character 
of Uncle Tom was not the hiography of any 
one man. It has been explained that the first 
suggestion of it reached Mrs. Stowe while she 
was in the Wainut Hills, Ohio. The eoloured 
cook, whose husband was a slave in Kentucky, 
uaed to gn to Mrs. Stowe to ask her to write 
to him. The poor woman told her mistress 
that this man's master trusted him to go alone 
and unwatched to Cincinnati to market hia 
farm produoe. This, aceording to the laws of 
Ohio, gave the man his freedom, since if any 
master brought or sent his sla.ve into Ohio he 
became free de facto. But she said her hn&o 
band had given his word as a Chrietian to his 
master that he would not take advantage of 
the law-his master promising him his u-ee
dam. Whether he ever got it is Dot re
corded. It was some four or five yea.rs after, 
when the fugitive slave law made Mrs. Stowe 
desirous of showing what slavery was, that 
she conceived the plan of writing the history 
of a faithful Christian sla.ve. After she had 
begnn the story she ohtained, at the Anti· 
slavery Rooms in Boston, the autobiography 
of Josiah Henson, and introduced 80me of its 
most striking incidents into the story. Josiab 
Henson, an old negro, was in England in 1879 
or 1880, and was introduced as the Uncle Tom 
of Mrs. Stowe's story. Doubtless Uncle Tom'" 
Cabin had an immense effect in increasing the 
public feeling against slavery; but it was not 
alone books or stories or public meetings which 
were working upon the popular imagiuRtion 
or the general sense of right and justice. In 1859 
"abolition It had taken a Btartling and prac
tical form-the form of an enthusiasm whIch, 
by some, waa not unnatura.lly regarded as fan
aticism, as displayed by John Brown and his 
SOIlS and followers at Harper Ferry. 

John Brown, or as he was usually ca.1led, 
(f Old John Brown," had been a prominent 
character before the struggle between the 
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abolitionists and the supporters of slavery 
broke out into systematic reprisals. He had 
been the victim of ODe of the raids made by 
the border ruffians of Missouri during tbe 
time that the country was disturbed by'bands 
of robbers and scoundrels, who made political 
excitement and party opposition the pretext 
for committing all kinds of atrocities. He was 

the son of an Ohio farmer, and himself made 
a considerable competence by farming and by 
trading in wool. While on his land in Kansas 
hishomestead andfarm buildings were burned, 
his property stolen, and it was said that two 
of his children were killed. Probably it was 
known at that time that he held strong opin
ions on slavery, though it a.ppears that be had 
previously taken DO prominent part in public 
affahs; but afterwards, and when he was about 
sixty years of age, he became a determined 
a.bolitionist, and with his six sons devoted 
himself to efforts to liberate the slaves. He 
became what his opponeuts called a fanatic or 
8. monomaniac, but his friends regarded him 
as an enthusiast. He with his sons organized 
a band of about five-and-twenty, most of 
whom, it was said, were N e~ Englanders, and 
all well armed. Several times these men, 
onder" Old Brown's" guidance, had penetrated 
far into the interior of Missouri. and liberated 
from jail, meD. who had been apprehended ou 
a charge of assisting slaves to escape, or on 
some other allegation connected with attempt
ing to free the negroes, which would probsbly 
have cost the accused persons their lives after 
a trial by " Judge Lynch." For a very small 
amount of praclical sympathy with an escaped 
slave, either in speech or action, men had 
been seized and roughly used, and afterwards 
tarred and feathered, or sat astride upon a 
sharp rail beneath which their feet were tied 
together; and for active participation in the 
escape of a fugitive, or opposition to hisrecap
tllre, they were liable to be tried by lynch. 
law and hanged or severely maltreated. When 
John Brown and his "lbllowers paid a return 
visit to Missouri they made reprissls by set
ting free numbers of Blaves, and occasionally 
had a fight, in which some of their opponents 
were killed or their property damaged. It 
mould be remembered, however, that their 

antagonists were the people who strove to 
force slavery upon the state of Kansas by 
raising a civil war. An agreement was come 
to which for a time caused a cessation of hos
tilities, and Brown settled down again ~ his 
farm, until a party of Missourians in pursuit 
of a runaway negro, under a pretence of look
ing for "their property," forced their way into 
the houses of some of the people of Kansas 
without legal authority, and committed sev
eral outrages. They had not long retUl'l!-ed to 
their homes when Old Brown, his sons, and 
followers were among them, retaliating by 
carrying off negroes and horses and making 
other reprissls upon their property. A bold 
and skilful rider, a man of iron constitution 
and iron determination, Brown became a de
tennined assailant, and eventually devoted 
himself entirely to the rescue of negroes; 
His BOns lost their lives during the repeated 
stl"Uggles in which they were engaged. The 
name of the leader of the Kansas band was 
known all over America, and his foes had 
offered a reward 'fo~ his head. He and his 
followers, howevel',contrived to inflict repeated 
defeats on their opponents, who, of course, 
often, outnumbered them, but were beaten by 
the skilful strategy of the man who afterwards 
said he was alwa.ys ready to give his life fOl 
the cause which he had adopted with the in
tensity and fervour of a strong religious con
viction. It was said that a committee of five 
called on him on one occasion and informed 
him that he must leave the territory in: three 
days or die-that they would come to his house 
with a sufficient force at the end of that time, 
and if they found him still there they would 
hang him. The old man thanked them for the 
notice, saying very coolly, "You will find me 
here then, gentlemen." Before the next sun 
J'06e the five members of that committee were 
in the other world. 'Whether Brown killed 
th!ilm or not-is unknownj but it is certain, had 
they lived, that they would have killed him, 
and no man knew that better than he. On 
one occasion a.certain Henry Clay Pa.te started 
out from Westport, Missouri, with a party of 
thirty.tbree .men, full of boastings and pro
mises to catch CI Old Brown II and take him a 
prisoner to Missouri, his only fesr being that 
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he would not be able to find him. Brown was 
very easily found, however, for with sixteen 
men he went out to meet Pate, and after a 
short fight at Black Jack, near the Santa F6 
Road, in which a few were killed and wounded, 
Pate and his party surrendered to "Old 
Brown,n with the exception of a Wyandot 
Indian by the name of Long, and a notorious 
murderer named Coleman. These two meD, 
being well mounted, made their escape. 

U p?D another occasion a body of some 220 
men were raised and equipped in Jackson 
county, and started into Kan.... under the 
command of General Whitfield, to attack and 
capture Brown, who, being always vigilant 
and· wary, was possessed of secret means of 
intelligence, and had made full preparation to 
meet the Missourians. He was encamped with 
160 men at a chosen point near the Santa F6 
Road, which he knew his enemies woold paas. 
He had fifty men with Sharpe's rifles, which 
would kill at half a mile, and which could be 
loaded at the breech and fired with great ra
pidity. His men he h~d cOncealed in a ravine, 
where they lay on the ground, and commanded 
the prairie for a mile before them. The residue 
of the party he had concealed in the timber, 
ready at the proper moment for an attack on 
the flank. of those who might rea.ch the ravine 
alive. Colonel Sumner, with a squad of dra
goons, came down frodi Fort Leavenworth 
and prevented the fight, disbanding both par. 
ties, after which the colonel was heard to 
remark that his interposition was a fortunate 
event for the Missourians, as the arrangements 
and preparation ma.de by Brown would have 
ensured theil' destruction. 

It was at Harper Ferry, a singularly be&u~ 
tiful spot at the enb-ance of the AIIeghanies, 
where the great rivers the Potomac and the 
Shenandoah form a junction, that the event 
occurred which terminated Brown's career, 
and may be aaid to have precipitated the 
struggle which only ended With tbe close of 
the American war. To Harper FelTY went 
the farmers of Western Virginia. when they 
had to enter the lower world, and thither 
also went the Maryland and Lower Virginian 
slaveholdem when they wanted to pass west
wards or to seek a cool temperature in sum-

mer. It is just within the Virginian frontier, 
and precisely where Maryland is nanowest, 
90 that Peunsylvania could be reached in a 
few hours. Thither" Old Brown" went in 
1857 or 1858, after having buried his 80DS and 
defeated his enemies in Kansas, and seen the 
soil there safe from the intrusion of slavery, 
and helped the Missouri people in getting rid 
of what remained of it in their territory. It 
appe ..... that he believed it to be the duty of 
his life to go wherever he could most effectu
ally repeat this kind of effort. So he went to 
Harper Ferry, whence, being close to Pennsyl
vania, where the free bla.cks were in consider
able numbers, he could operate at once upon 

. Maryland and Virginia. Had he wished to 
raise a servile war he would have gone down 
into the cotton states j but, as he afterwards 
declared, he had no desire to kindle snch hor
rors. He wished to free the slaves without 
bloodshed-that is, by rnnning them off. For 
a yea.r he lived, with two or three coadjutors, 
at a farm nea.r Harper Ferry, maturing his 
schemes, and collecting arms and other re
sources for holding the ground while the ne
groes ran. 

It was in the autumn of 1858 that he and 
his two surviving sons made their appearance 
at the place under the name of Smith. Brown's 
farm was on the Maryland side of the Poto
mac, and, the better to conceal his real objects, 
he pretended to make inVeatigatiODB for the 
discovery of minerals. He chose for his 
lieutenant a man named Cook, who belonged 
to the neighbourhocd, and they aelected for 
their confederates, men who, like themselves, 
had taken a prominsnt part in defending tbe 
80il of Kansae against slaveholding aggression. 
With the free negroes they originally formed 
a band of not more than twenty~two persons; 
but their numbers were ultimately increased 
by volunteers, and by slaves wbom they seized 
on neighbouring plantations, but who volun
tarily joined them. On the night of Sunday 
the 16th of October, 1859, the watchmen at 
Harper Ferry Bridge we ... seized by a body 
of insurgents, who were headed by Brown 
and Cook. A party under Cook then entered 
Maryland, and arrested at their own boU8el!l 
Colonel Washington and Mr. AlIstadt, two 
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iD1Iuentiai slaveholders, and these gentlemen 
they afterwards confined as prisoners in the 
Armoury at Harper Ferry. Cook, at the 
head of the captured negroes, and accompanied 
by two white men, marehed in "the early mom
ing up the mountain road in the direction of 
Pennsylvania, probably intending to incite the 
slaves of Mary1a.nd to rebellion. Old Brown, 
on the other hand, returned to the town, took 
poesessionoftheArmoury,and stationed bodies 
of armed men at various points, 80 that when 
the inhabitants arose the next morning they 
found, greatly to their snrpriBe, that their 
town was in a state of siege, and that the 
trains bad been stopped and the telegraphic 
wires broken. A species of gnerilla warfare 
then commenced between the insurgents and 
the toWI1Speople, and in this way several lives 
were sacrificed. In the course of the day 
troops arrived from the neighbouring towna 
of Charleston, Shepherdstown, and Martins
burgh; but before the arrival of the .. troops 
the insurgents had entrenched themselves in 
the Armoury grounds, which they prepared to 
defend. In the meanwhile the news of these 
events had reached Waslrington and Balti
more, and had. created some consternation 
in those cities, and in fact throughout the 
United Ststes. Colonel Lee was immediately 
despatehed by the ....... department at Wash
iDgton to take command of the i;roops, and 
to suppress the insurrection. He, together 
with a party of soldiem and marines from 
Baltimore, reached Harper Feny in the course 
of the Monday night; and at once caused a 
number of the troops to surround the engine-
house, in which the insurgents ha.d deter
mined to make their final stand. Owing to 
the abaen .. of windows from the building, 
and the impOBBibility of taking accurate aim 
through . the holes which had been pierced 
through the walla and doors, the besieged 
could do but little mischief, while the besieg
ers, on their side, were afraid to use cannon 
lest they should injure"lhe prisoners who were 
kept in confinement. Under these circum
stances Colonel Lee at first refrained from an 
attack, but sent an officer with a llag of troce 
to demand of the enemy RD unconditional 
anrrender; but John Brown refused these 

terms, and required that he should be per
mitted to march out with his "men and arm.s, 
taking the prisoners with them; that they 
should proceed unpursued to the second toll
gate, when they would ~ree their prisoners; 
the soldiers would then be permitted to pur
sue them, and they would fight if they could 
not escape." This proposition was, of course, 
rejected, and Colonel Lee at once gave the 
eigual for. making the attack. The door was 
battered down, an entrance was forced, and 
after a brief but sangninary struggl~ all the 
surviving insurgents were made prisoners. 
J oho. Brown was found to be severelywounded, 
but was expected to recover; one of his BODS 

received a mortal wound. The prisoners were 
removed to Charleston jail, to await their 
trial on the double charge of murder and high 
treason. 

It was said that, in an interview with Gov
ernor Wise, Brown made a full confession, 
stating that the whole plot was well contrived 
and arranged as far baek as 1866, and that he 
had reason to expect assistance of from 3000 
to 6000 men-that he looked for aid from 
every state. The search of his house led to 
the discovery of a large number of rifles, 
pistois, and swords, and a great quantity 
of ammunition, together with various docu
ments, one of which appoin~ Brown com
mander-in-chief and specified the rank of his 
followers, while another purported to be a 
provisional constitution for the United States 
-abolishing slavery, among other changes. 
In the fight six citizens and fifteen insurgents 
were killed,and several on both sides wounded. 

Brown was put upon his trial at Charles
ton on the 27th, ten days after he was taken 
prisoner, and notwithstanding that appeals 
were made on account of his physical condi
tion, a postponement was refused. He was 
taken into court on a. bed, as he was severely 
wounded in four places, and was unable to sit 
up without assistance, to listen to his arraign
ment. A Virginian counsel had been appointed 
by the court for his defenee, but though 
he declared that he could have no confidence 
in this arrangement, considering the excited 
state of the public mind in Charleston and 
the hOBtility exhibited towards him, he wae 
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not granted two days' del&y to enable him to 
I'rocure legal aid from the Free State.. The 
consequence was that the members of the 
Massachnsetts and Ohio bar whom he em
ployed did not make tbeir appearance in court 
until all the evidence for the prosecution was 
inj and they were compelled to enter upon 
their duties without consultation with the 
plisoner, without any accurate knowledge of 
the facts, and little or nODe of the Virginia.u. 
criminal code. On the Saturday night they 
bad been without sleep for two nigh_partly 
spent in travelling, partly in study-and 
pressed for an adjournment until Monday 
morning to enable them to recover from com
plete physical exhaustion. The prosecution 
fiercely oppoeed it, on the ground that all the 
women in Virginia" were harassed by alarm 
and anxiety as long as the trial lasted," and 
that tbe jurymen wanted to get home to their 
wives. The Bumming up was accordingly 
commenced after nightfall, and the prisoners 
connsel only eecaped having to addreas the 
jury through the extreme laten ... of the hour. 

When, a.t the commElDcement of ,the trial, 
Brown was asked whether he had. counsel, he 
addressed the court, saying:-

"Virginians, I did not ask for any quarter 
at the time I was taken. I did not ask to 
have my life spared. The Governor of the 
State of Virginia tendered me his assurance 
that I should have a. fair trialj but under no 
circumstances whatever will I be able to have 
a fair triaL If you aeek my hlood you can 
have it at any moment without this mockery 
of a trial. I have bad DO couneel-I have not 
been able to advise with anyone. I know 
nothing about the feelings of my fellow-pri
soners, and am utterly una.ble to attend in any 
way to my own defence. My memory don't 
Berve me-my health is insufficient, although 
improving. Therea.re mitigating circumstances 
tha.t I would urge in our favour, if a fair trial 
is to be allowed us; but if we are to be forced 
to put up with a mere form of trial-a trial for 
execution-you might spare yourselves that 
trouble; I am ready for my fate-I do not ask 
a trial. I beg for no mockery of a trial-no m
Bult-notbing but that which conscience gives, 
or cowardice would drive you to practias. I ask 

again to be excused from the mockery of a 
trial. I do not even know what the special 
design of this examination is. I do not know 
what is to be the benefit of it to the common. 
wealth. I have now little further to ask, 
other than that I may not be fooliebly insulted 
only as cowardly barbarians insult thoee who 
fall into their power:1I 

The Democrats made strenuous efforts to 
show that Mr. Seward and the BAlI)ublican 
party were implicated in Brown's attempt, 
but such a charge could not be sustained. 
At the same time men of in1luence and of 
pronounced opinions did not hesitate to de
clare sympathy with the prisoner, whose name 
was already becoming a watchword. 

"As to the plot itself," wrote William 
Lloyd Garrison, "it is evident that few or 
none were privy to it, except the little band 
directly eDgaged in it; for though Captain 
Brown had many to sympa.thize with him in 
different parts of the country, in view of his 
terrihle bereavements, perils, and sufferings 
in Kansas, in defence of the freedom of that 
tenitory against border ruffian invasion, and 
were disposed to contribute not only to relieve 
his necessities, but also to facilitate the eecape 
of slaves through hisinBtromentaJityto Canada, 
still an enterprise so wild and futile as this 
could not have received any countenance in 
that direction. 

"As to Captain Brown, all who know him 
personally are united in the conviction that 
a. more honest, conscientious. truthful, brave, 
disinterested man (however misguided. or un
fortunate) does not exist; that he pocmesses a 
deeply religious nature, powerfully wrought 
upon by the trials through which he has 

passed; and he sincerely believes himself to 
have been raised up by God to deliver the 
oppressed in this country in the way he had 
chosen, as did Moses in relation to the deliver
ance of the captive Israelites; that when he 
says he aims to be guided by the gulden rule, 
it is no cant from his lips, but a vital applica
tion of it to his own soul, 'remembering those 
that are in bonds as bound with them;' that 
when he affirms that he had DO other motive 
for his conduct at Harper Ferry except to 
break the chains of the oppressed, by the 



BROWN'S DEFENCE-HIS EXECUTION-ITS EFFECTS. 97 

shedding of the least possible amonnt of hu
man blood, he speaks' the truth, the whole 
truth, and DOthing but the truth;' and that if he 
shall (as he will speedily, beyond a peradven
ture) be put to death he will not die ignobly, 
but as a martyr to his sympathy for a suffer
ing race, and in defence of the sacred and in
alienable rights of man, and will, therefore, 
deserve to bs held in grateful and honourable 
remembrance to the latest posterity by a.ll 
those who glory in the deeds of a Wallace, a 
Tell, or a Washington. It will be a terrible, 
lceing day for a.ll elavedom when John Brown 
and his associates are brought to the gaJIows. 
It will be sowing seed broadcast for a harvest 
of retribution. Their blood will cry trumpet
tongued from the gronnd, and thot cry will 
be responded to by tens of thousands in a 
manner that shall cause the knees of the 
Southern sla.vemongers to smite together as 
did those of Belshazzar of old." 

The Rev. Mr. Beecher, hrotherofMrs. Harriet 
Beecher Stowe, said:-

"An old, honest, industrious man peacefully 
went to settle with his family in the west. 
His lot was cast in Kansas. A great slave 
stateadjoining the territory marches her armed 
men in among the peaceful settlers to dragoon 
them to uphold elavery by force of arms. 
They cross the bonndsry and subvert the 
laws, and commence a civil war. They pol
lute the ba.llot-box and carry destruction 
among the harvests and death among the 
quiet cultivators of the soil There were no 
marines, no militia, sent to oppose them. 
There were forces there, but they acted on 
their side-on the side of the wrong-doers, the 
invaders. It was here that Brown learned 
his first lesson on the elavery system-here 
thot old man endured his first sufferings in 
the death of his first-born, who was dragged 
manacled across the eountry by the elavcry
men in the heat of a broiling SUD, and after
wards beaten by inhuman offieers. Another 
BOn was shot down by tIlem. Revolving the 
indignation in his mind against the system 
that would tolerate and countenance such 
cruelty and bloodshed, he is goaded by his 
own feelings to a mad but fixed determination 
to oppose it to the end of his life. And now, 

VOL. lV. 

as he is in the depressing, the most trying 
circumstances, no one can fail to discover in 
this same old man a manly, straightforward, 
independent soul, which rises high above a.ll 
those among whom he is at present, however 
insane he may be. I shrink from the folly of 
the bloody fray in ,!"hich he was engaged; I 
shrink further from the bloody fray which 
will follow it: but while I do, I feel that by 
and by, when people will read the record of 
the whole tragic scene, they will wonder at 
and admire the bearing of the old man who, 
through a.ll his misfortnnes, woes, and suffer
ing, maintained a dignity and independence, 
and a sentiment which only shines in full 
brilliancy when eontrasted with the eonduct 
of his accusers, who possess their reason." 

Brown was sentenced to death, and several 
of the others concerned in the insurrection 
were sentenced at the same time. 

When the verdict was pronounced Brown 
eat up in his bed and addressing the court, 
said:-

"_I have, may it please the court, a. few 
words to say. In the first place, I deny every_ 
thing but what I have a.ll along admitted-of 
& desigu on my part to free elaves. I intend
ed certainly to have made a clean thing of 
that matter, 88 I did last winter when I went 
into Missouri, and there took slaves without 
the snapping of a. gun on either side, moving 
them through the eonntry, and finally leaving 
them in Canada. I designed to have done 
the same thing ~aain on a larger scale. That 
was a.ll I intended to do. I never did intend 
murder or treason, or the destruction of pro
perty, or to excite or incite slaves to rebellion 
or to make insurrection. I have another ob
jection, and that is that it is unjust that I 
should suffer snch a penalty. Had I inter
fered in the manner which I admit, and which 
I admit has been fairly proved-for I admire 
the truthfulness and candour of the greater 
portion of the witnesses who have testified in 
this cas&-had I so interfered in behalf of 
the rich, the powerful, the intelligent; the so
ca.lled grest,or in behalf of any of their friends, 
either father, mother, brother, sister, wife, or 
children, or any of that cIaas, and suffered and 
llLCI'ificed what I have in this interference, i'l 

.0 
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would have been all right, and every !Dan in 
this court would bave deemed it an act worthy 
of reward rather than punishment. This 
court acknowledges, too, as I suppose, the 
validity of the law of God. I see a book 
kissed, which I 8Oppoee to be the Bible, or at 
least the New Test&menh which teach .. me 
that all thing& whatsoever that I would that 
men should do to me I should do even 80 to 
them. It teaches me further to remember 
them that are in bonds as bound with me. I 
endeavour to act up to that instruction. I 
say I am yet too young to understand that 
God is any respecter of persons. I believe 
that to have interfered as I have done, as I 
have alwayo .freely admitted I have done, on. 
behalf of his despised poor is no wrong, but 
right. Now, if it is deemed necessary that I 
should forfeit my life for the furtherance of 

the ends of justice, and mingle my blood fur
ther with the blood of my children and with 
the blood of millions in this slave country, 
whose rights are disregarded by wicked, cruel, 
and nnjust enactments, I say let it be done. 
Let me say one word further. I feel entirely 
satisfied with the treatment I have received 
on my trial. Considering all the circwnstances, 
it has been more generous than I expectsd. 
But I feel no consciousness of guilt. I have 
stated from the :first what was my intention 
and what was not. I never had any design 
against the liberty of any person, nor any dis
position to commit treason or excite slaves to 
rebel, or make any general insurreetion. I 
never encouraged any man to do so, but always 
discouraged any idea of that kind. Let me 
say something also in regard to the statements 
made by BOmB of those who were connected 
with me. I fear it has been stated by some 
of them that I have induced them to join me; 
but the contrary is true. I do not say this to 
injure them, but as regretting their weakn .... 
No one but joined me of his own accord, and 
tho greater part at their own expense. A 
number of them I never saw and never had a 
word of converastion with till the day they 
came to me, and that was for the purpoee I 
have stated. Now I have done." 

Mr. Chilton, one of his counsel, proposed to 
stay judgment on tho ground of errore in the 

indictment and in the verdict, but without 
etrect. The laws of the state of Virginia 
would not allow the governor to pardon a 
person convicted of treason to the common
weslth except with the consent of the General 
Assembly declared by resolution. The legis
lature did not interpose, and it is was believed 
that even if the governor had been disposed 
to commute the punishment and spare Brown's 
life, public feeling in Virginia would have 
been too strong to allow him to do 80. 

Brown maintained the same nnyielding and 
courageoua bearing to the last. While he was 
in prison a Quaker lady wrote to him a letter 
of sympathy-telling him that though those 
who were non-resistants could Dot approve 
of bloodshed, yet they knew that he was 
animated by the most generona and philan
thropic motives j tha.t thousands prayed for 
him everyday; that posterity would do him 
juatice. He wrote .. calm reply, declaring that 
he had acted under a conviction that a sword 
was put into his hand for the work he had to 
do, and God continued it so long as he saw 
best, and then kindly took it from him. He 
concluded by saying: • I alwayo loved my 
Quaker friends, and I commend to their kind 
regard my poor !>ereaved, widowed wife, and 
my daughter and daughters-in-law, whoae 
husbands fell at my side. One is a mother, 
and the other likely to become so soon. They, 
88 well as my own sorrow-atricken daughter, 
are left very poor, and have much greater need 
of sympathy than I, who, through infinite 
grac& and the kindness of strangers, am 'joy
ful in all my tribnlations.' Dear sister, write 
them at North Elba, Eesex Co., N.Y., to com
fort their asd hearts. Direct to Mary A. 
Brown, wife of John Brown. There is also 
another-a widow, wife of ThompsoD, who fell 
with my poor boyo in the atr';;" at Harper's 
Ferry, at the same place. I do not feel con
scious of guilt in taking up arms; and had it 
been in behalf of the rich and powerful, the 
intelligent, the great-as men connt greatneso 
-of those who form enactmentB to suit them .. 
selvea and COlTUpt others, or BOme of their 
friends, that I interfered, outrered, sacrificed, 
and foil, it would have been doing very welL 
But enough of thi& These light a81ictions, 



SECEDING STATES-CONFEDERATION. 99 

which endure for a IComent, shall work out 
for me a far more exceeding and-eternal weight' 
of glory. I would be very grateful for an
other letter from you. My wounde are heal
ing. Farewell. God will sureiyattend to his 
own cause in the best possible way and time, 
and he will not forget the work of his own 
hand," 

On the 2d of December, 1859, Brown was 
executed at Charleston. He main:tained the 
same confident and cheerful spirit to the end. 
Even his interview with his wife on the pre
vious day did not shake him. They were both 
composed even at the moment of parting, after 
they had spoken of the education of their 
children and the death of his two SO!lB, whose 
bodies the wife had endeavoured to recover. 
He was conveyed to the scaffold in a wagon 
containing a pine box, on which he sat. In 
the box was an oak coffin. An attempt at a 
rescue by armed hande of men from the free 
states had been suspected. The town was 
filled with strangers and with soldiers. The 
execution was the occasion of a military dis~ 
play in front of the jail and afterwarde at 
the sca1fold, where the men were marched 
and countermarched for ten minutes, during 
which the condemned man had to stand with 
the cap drawn over bis face and the rope round 
his neck. Nothing shock his fortitude or 
broke the e&!m of his demeanour. Among his 
last utterances were kindly words to the jailer 
and the sberiff. 

Brown was ha.nged, and whatever may be 
thought of it otherwise, it was a mistake-
the deed itself and the m.nner of it. It was 
reported that the rope to be used at the exe
cution, was publicly exhibited at the sher
iff's office, and was made of .South Carolina 
cotton-a. fact which was mentioned with 
exultation, with the words "No Northern 
hemp shall help to punish our felons." This 
story may have been an invention, but there 
can be no doubt of the defiant and threatening 
attitude assumed on th'i occasion. In some of 
the Northern States there were significant 
counter demonstrations: minute guns were 
fired, flags hung half·mast high, and sympathy 
meetings were held. In the legislative assem
bly at Boston motiona for adjournment were 

made in the senate and in the house of re
presentatives, and though the proposal was 
not carried, strong language was used. What 
Mr. Garrison had esid became of great signifi
cance afterwards. Though some trivial or COD

temptuous verses about ~e execution of John 
Brown were sung by numbers of the South· 
emera, the time came, when the tide of success 
had turned, that the Federal troopa marched 
to a. kind of chant, poor enough in compositio,n, 
but with a refrain to whieh the name of the 
chief insnrgent of Harper Ferry gave an in. 
tensity of meaning as it spoke of his death and 
immortality. By that time, however, the war, 
w)rich on the part of the North was declared 

. to have been for the prevention of disunion, 
was distinctly directed to the immediate and 
complete extinction of slavery in all the states. 

• 

The Harper Ferry insurrection has occu
pied much of our attention; but it will serve 
better than detailed reference to subeequent 
events, to indicate the conditions underlying 
the merely superficial aspects of the two par
ties, and the vioient antagonism which so 
quickly led to the attempted disintegration of 
the republic. 

The states of Arkansas and Mississippi soon 
joined the Confederation, but the border slave 
states were uncertain. Mr. Buchanan, the 
president who preceded Mr. Lincoln, was, 
as we have Been, divided in his opinions, 
inclining, it was believed; towards Southern 
demands, and though he stopped short of 
any a.ctual encouragement to secession, he 
gladly supported the proposal of Virginia to 
come to some sort of compromise. The tel"IDS 
presented for acceptance were ineffectual, and 
ind~ no compromise was probable. The 
free states could not without dishonour stoop 
to the alternatives by which an agreement 
could ha.ve been arrived atj for the South had 
apparently determined in any case to use every 
effort to establish an independent government. 
By the end of May,lS61,Mississippi,Alabama, 
Florida, Georgia, Louisiana., Texas, Virginia, 
Arkan ..... Tennessee, and North Carolina had 
followed South Carolina. The complete COD

federation of seceded states was then formed, 
and though at the beginning of the year many 
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cautious Northern politicians would have COD~ 
sented to let all the sl&ve statee go if they 
could ha.ve secured the permanent cohesion of 
the Federation, which would still have num
bered twenty millions on the right bank of 
the Ohio,-a.nd the secessionist leaders would 
then have heen ready to adopt the proposition, 
and had even endeavoured to press the bord9r 
states to decide one way or the otber,-tbere 
was no longer much expectation of any arbi
tration but that of the sword. Mr. Jefferson 
Davis and his colleagues had in fact deter
mined to commence a. war, expecting that no 
slave-owning state would side with the North. 
The Confederate General Beauregard, com
manding at, Charleston, was ordered to attack 
Fort Sumter; the garrison eapitul&ted, and the 
effect was that there went through the North 
an immediate resolve to put down seces
sion as rebellion. Mr. Lincoln, in 'pursuance 
of this distinct declaration, called upon the 
states to provide 76,000 men. It was then 
that Virginia, North Carolina, and Tenn ...... 
had seceded from the Union,and Kentuckyand 
Missouri refused to comply with the requisi
tion for providing troops. Delaware remained 
neutral, but in Maryland, and particul&rly in 

ioBaltimore, an insurrection was only prevented 
Bt.!' the militery force which had been rapidly 
stet/ected to defend the seat of government at 
and .bington. 
againet 
position ;SOD Davis, who had been elected Pre-
rebel, or Jthe" Confederate" States, was a man 
never encounble distinction-the S~D of 8. Ken~ 

discouraged at' who had remover to the state 
eay something", Young Davis, lifter finishing 

made by some ot.ent to the U~ S10tee 
with me. I fe&r~· . tWeet Point, here he 
of them that I hav ,hen he was tw ty ye&l'S 
but the contrary is " ... .ed brevet se d lieu
injure them, but as ~ :~ he continued his 
No one but joined me "vice being mostly 
the greater part at the ' ·ht under the re-
number of them I never sa '. "835hereaigned 
word of conversation with ton planter in 
came to me, a.nd that was fa '~ take an 8C)o 

ha.ve stated. Now I ha.ve done '\1 became an 
Mr. Chilton, one of his counsel, l.,.tic party. 

s10y judgment on the ground of \~, and at 

" 

once took a prominent part in ita discussions) 
especially on military &fi'airs. On the break
ing out of war with Mexico in 1846 Mr. Davis 
was elected colonel of the 1st Regiment of 
Miseissippi V olunteere, which he led to the 
Rio G1'&D.d to reinforce General Taylor. He 
at once became one of the foremost officers 
engaged in the campaign, and not only bore a. 
part in the fighting which caused the com
mander to speak in complimentary terms of 
his coolness and gallantry, but, as one of the 
commissioners employed in drawing up the 
terms for the capitulation of :Montery, dJ.s.. 
played judgment and ability. Mr. Davis W&e 

consistent in his political views. On the ex~ 
piration of his term. of service after the :Mexi
can war, President Palk offered him a com
mission as brigadier-general of volunteers, 
which he declined on the ground that the 
constitution reserved the appointment of the 
officers of militia to the respective states them~ 
selves, and that consequently such an appoint. 
ment by the federal executive was a violation 
of the rights of the stetee. In 1847 he was 
ag3.in returned to the sena.te as one of the 
representatives of Mississippi, and was chosen 
chairman of the committee on military affairs. 
He was a zealo!ls supporter of state rights, of 
the institution of slavery, and of the demands 
of the slave states j but he was defeated as a 
candidate for the governol'ship of Mississippi. 
When General Pierce became president in 
1863 Mr. Davis was appointed eecretory of 
war, a post which he held till the election of 
Mr. Buchanan to the presidency in 1857. 
During this time he had introdneed remark
able improvements in the wa.r department, 
and in the discipline and organization of the 
&I1I1y. In 1867 he retired from office, and 
was again elected to Congress, in which he 
would have continued till 1863 but for the 
election of :Mr. Lincoln in 1860, and the se
cession of the sla.ve states. There was pro
bably no man in the country who could ha.ve 
been chosen for the Preeident of the Confed
eracy with a better reputation for energy and 
ability than Colonel Jefferson Davis. This was 
ehown by the promptitude with which he took 
the reins of the government, together with the 
activity he displayed in aucceesfully C&l'I')'ing 
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on the conflict during many months in such & 

manner that, to the eye of Europe, the disunion 
of the States seemed almost inevitable-a dis
union the probability of whlch had been fore
seen by the President Jefferson ~ore than half 
a century before Mr. Davis (who, like ma.ny 
Americans, was named after him) undertook 
the arduous and dangerous taak of guiding the 
Confederation, and directing the revolt &oo-ainst 
the Union. 

On the other side, the man who had been 
elected Presideut of the United States, and 
who, after the declaration of the Confederate&, 
had announced decisively that he would treat 
the attempts of the secessionists as rebellion, 
was equally able to hold hia own, though he 
had pasaed through an entirely different train
ing and experience. Abraha.m Lincoln, or 
"honest old Abe," as many of his rather 
familiarly admiring countrymen called him, 
afforded a very striking example not only of 
the mental and phyaical characteriatics of the 
active and able American, but of the campara... 
~ve facility with which, in America., such 
men may direct their ambition into cha.n~ 

nels which lead to political influence and to 
official honours. The biography of Mr. Lin· 
coln is simple enough, but it exhibits a very 
remarkable instance of the untiring persever
ance and tenacity whlch usually lead to great 
results, and these united to singular sagacity 
and penetration were precisely the qualities 
which he needed at a time when it was 
necessary not only to persist in opposition to 
what appeared to many to be a succeasful 
revolution, but to control -the impatience and 
indiscretion of his own supportel'8. Per
haps the designation" honest" expressed the 
most important qualification of the man in such 

. a Cl·isis. It was above everything essential 
that the president should be one who could 
be trustea. not to be led either by mere party 
coD.9iderations or by personal interests, and 
Abraham . Lincoln wu""a man of undoubted 
integrity, of oahu strength of character, and 
with that peculiar dry but genial humour 
which has in itself a powerful in1luenee. "Abe" 
Lincoln's oayinge became aphorisms, and IDa 
pithy quaint replies to importunate or im .. 

pertinent questioners, his brief retorts and his 
weighty epigrammatic hints, had an. extraOl'

dinary effect, sometimes greater, perhaps, than 
the simple earnest statements by whlch he 
declared IDa policy or defended his conciueioDS. 
Mr. Lincoln was about a year younger than 
Mr. Jefferson Davis, and was also bom in 
Kentucky (in 1809), where hia father's family, 
having left Virginia some thirty years before, 
had settled to frontier life. Hia grandfather 
had been killed in a sudden attack made upon 
the settlers by the Indians, and IDa father, 
who was the youngeet of the family, was early 
initiated into the hardshlps of border euter
prise. But a man who was poor and who 
owned no slaves, farming land held on an un
certain tenure, had little chance ogainat the 
wealthy planters with their negro labourers, 
and when Abraham. was about seven years 
old the family removed to Spencor County in 
Indian .. whe ... the boy, who had about .: 
year's schooling, began to work. In 1818, 
when he was nine years old, his mother died, 
but her place was in .. great meaaure supplied 
by a good and kind etepmother. The boy 
had a rough life but he grew to it; grew to 
be six feet four inches in height before he. 
was nineteen years old, and with a powerful 
frame inured to exertion, and with muscles 
hardened by rail-eplitting, timber-hewing, and 
working the canal f1a~boats. In 1830 hia 
father again migrated and went to Cole's 
County, Illinois, where he· <;lied in the follow
ing year. Just before they removed, a man 
who was about to start a flat-boat expedition 
engaged young Lincoln with a companion and 
hia half brother among the hande, but it 
happened that when the time arrived no boat 
made its appearance, so Lincoln and IDa com
rades set about building one for themselves, 
and succeeded so well that they made a journey 
to New Orleans and hack. Thla l~d to the 
engagement of A braham. as a clerk at New 
Salem at a ealary of fifteen dollars a week, 
and to IDa having to make IDa way among 
the "regulators" of the town by wrestling, 
running, and even offering to engage in a 
boxing match with their beet man. Hia physi
cal powers, no leE than his evident coolness 
and ability, induced these rough companions 
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nose is long aud slightly aquiline, and his 
nostrils are cut on that peculiar model which 
Napoleon praissd in his favourite generals. 
His complexion is that of an Octoroon, his 
face is cut into innumerable angles, and in 
each there seems to lurk tbegeniusof humour. 
His frame is gaunt, his arms long, and his 
lower limbs proportioned to his gigantic height. 
As a speaker he exhibits readiness, precise
ness, and :8uency of ideas rather than of 
language, for his enunciation is for the most 
part slow and emphatic, and he impresses his 
hearers with seriousness or convulses them 
with merriment, aceordiDg to the requirements 
of the occasion." 

The state of public feeling in England with 
regard to the American war, was of a very 
diversified and changeable character. Tbe 
large body of people in this country rcelly 
knew very little about the constitution of the 
United States, and though there was a gen
eral expression of abhorrence against sla.very, 
and a sense that it could never have our sup-. 
port or countenance, there was a general hesi
tation to accept the conclusion that the war 
would in its main result put an end to it. 

to elect him as their captain on the breaking· 
out of the BlacJ: Bawl: war, and this was the 
beginning of his public career, since he after
wards, when he was twenty-three years old, 
became a candidate for representing the state 

of Illinois. He was Dot at :first successful, but 
was returned two years afterwards, and was 
then earning his living as & surveyor, and 
studying law in the intervals of his daily 
work. He must have used his time assiduous

ly, for in 1836 he received·a licence to practise, 
and in the following year his business 80 in
ereased tbat he took up his reeidence at Spring
field, for which he was four tim .. elected as 
the representative. In 1844 Mr. Lincoln re
entered the politieel &rena after two yearS 
retirement from public businees; but he did 
not take a aeet in the legislature till 1846, 
when he was elected for Dlinois by an enor-
mona majority. He took a prominent part in 
the discussious on the Mexican war and 
againat the extension of oiavery, and on the 
termination of Congress and the dissolution of 
the Whig party joined the Anti.Nebraskian., 
who afterwarda ...me to be caJled Bepubli
eans, and were oppoaed to any repeel of the 
Missouri compromiss by which oiavery had 
been limited to the country south of 36" 30', 
an area which Mr. Lincoln endeavoured to 

contract by advocating the adoption of a 
limit still further south. For three years Mr. 
Lincoln took no prominent part in public 
atrairs, till he appeared as the supporter of. 
Gimeral Scott in 1852; but in 1854 he was 
caJled upon to oppoae a territorial bill which, 
it was believed, was intended to promote the 
extension of slavery, and then a definite Re
publican party was formed in Illinois and he 
became one of ita leaden. Mr. Lincoln's 
personal appearance was remarkable, and was 
wen deecribed by a writer of his biography 
soon after he had been elected president: 
"He stands six. feet four, it is said, in his 
.tackings. His head is well set upon hi. 
ehouldere and would be a pleasing study for a 
pbrenologist. His black hair, thin and wiry, 
is sprinkled here and there with gray. His 
forehead is good, his eyee dark gray, and when 
lighted up with emotion, amall as they are, 
i1ash forth the fire that lives in the ooul. His 

We have alreedy noted that at the com
mencement of the conllict, the president, Mr. 
Lincoln, had distinctly decla.red that be would 
prosecute hostilities, not for the question 
either of the existence or the limitation of 
negro oiavery, but for the purpoae of nmin
taining the Union against what he regarded 
as unwarrant.ble rebellion. This represen
tation, when superficially,--or perhaps even 
when more earneetly-regarded in England, 
was not at first likely to carry complete convic
tion with it. Other states of Europe might 
entirely agree with the president's conciUBions, 
but it waa argued that rebellion against con- • 
etituted authority had actually made of the 
United States an independent Dation,-tbat 
England could scarcely determine to exclude 
so-celled rebellion from any subsequent ae> 
knowledgment, if it had been justly com
menced and carried to succeesful issues against 
tyranny or oppression. On the other hand 
,there was a peculiar kind of sympathy with the 
Southern Statee for 80me fanciful reason, Dot 
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easy to determine apart from the fact of their 
having protested against the control of the 
N ortht but apparently associated with a notion 
that the South represented the aristocracy of 
the country. There was a curious vague 
romantic notion floating in the brains of a 
good manyw-people, such as is sometimes half 
expressed in favour of Charles the First's 
Cavaliers in comparison with the U Round
hea.ds,» without any apparent notion that the 
aristocracy was to be found on hoth side .. or 
that whether it was or not, the justice or 
necessity of the case must determine our prac
tical acknowledgmente of the resulte of succaee 
on either aide. 

It is not necessary to insist that fanciful 
notions had any ultimate influence on the 
opinion of the English people, for that opinion 
was afterwards almost entirely iu strong ac
cord with the Northern cause, but for aO time 
the grounds of the cou1lict were not understood 
to be such as to enlist great sympathies on 
either side, and during a Ia.rge part of the 
time that the war lasted, the Federal govern
ment, or at all events its officials, showed a· 
threatening and antagonistic temper towards 
England, which arose, in all prohability, from 
the fact that people in America no more 
understood us or believed that we were 
anxious to act in sympathy and good faitb, 
than we believed they were in reality desirous 
of doing the same by us. As it often happens 
among members of the same family, there was 
a petty exhibition of pride and temper on 
hoth sides, which gave much offence and might 
have led to very serious consequences, which 
.. ere, however, happily averted by the com~ 
mon seuse which belonged to hoth parties. 

Perhaps at the period of which we are 
speaking (1861), few people in this oountry 
were better acquainted with the actual situ ... 
ation in America than Mr. Bright, and though 
he b .. been (not altogether unressonably) ..... 
cused of "cracking up" American institutions, 
it will be worth while to turn for a moment to 
his representations when be eddreeeed some of 
his townsmen at Rochdale. 

"Eighty-five years ago," said Mr. Bright, "at 
the time wben some of our oldest townsmen 
were very little children, there were, on the 

North American continent, colonies, mainly of 
Englishmen, containing ahout three millions of 
souls. These colonies we have seen a year ago 
constituting the United States of North Amer
ica, and comprising a popula.tion of no less than 
thirty millions of souls. We know that in sgri
cu1tureand manufactures, with the exception of 
this kingdom, there is no country in the world 
which in these art. may be placed in advanoe 
of the United States. With regard to inven
tions, I believe, within the last thirty years, we 
ha.vereceived more useful inventions from the 
United Stetes than from all the other countries 
of the earth. In that country there are pro
hably ten times as many miles of teiegt"'ph as 
there are in thiscountry,and there are at least 
five or six times as many miles of railway. 
The tonnage of ite shipping is at least equal 
to ours if it does Dot exceed ours. The prisons 
of that country, for even in coUD~es the most 
favoured, prisons are needful, have been models 
for other nations of the earth; and many Eur()o. 

-pea.n governments have sent missions at dif
ferent times to inqUire into the admirable cys
tem of education 80 universally adopted in the~ 
free schools throughout the Northern States. 

If ~ were to speak of that country in & ..... 

ligious aspect I should say that, considering 
the short space of time to which their history 
goes back, there is nothing on the face of the 
earth besides, and never has been, to equal the 
magnificent arrangement of churches and 
ministers, and of all the appliances which are 
thought necessary for a nation to teach Chris-
tianity and morality to ite people. Besides 
all this, when I stl.te that for many y ..... past 
the annual public expenditure of the govern
ment of that country has been somewhere be
tween £10,000,000 and .£15,000,000, I Deed 
not perhaps say further, that there has always 
existed a.mongst all the populatioD an amount 
of comfort and prosperity and abounding 
plenty such as I believe no other country in 
the world, in any age, bas enjoyed. 

This is a very fine, but 8. very true picture; 
yet it bas another side to which I must advert. 
There has been one great feature in that 
country, one great contrast, which bas been 
pointed to by all who have commented on the 
United States as a. ,fea.ture of danger, as a coa~ 
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traot calculated to give pain. There h .. been 
in that country the utmoet liberty to the white 
man, and bondage' and degradation to the 
black man. Now rely upon it, that wherever 
Christianity liv .. aud :flourishes there must 
grow up from it, necessarily, a con~eDce 
hostile to any oppression and to any wrong j 
and therefore, from the hour when the United 
Statee' conetitution w .. formed, so long hoe it 
left there this great evil-then comparatively 
1!Dl&!l, but now so great-it left there .. ode of 
that which an American stateema.n hoe so 
happily described, of that 'irrepreeeible con
flict' of which now the whole world is the 
witness. It has been a common thing for men 
disposed to carp at the United Statee to point 
to this blot on their fair fame, and to compare 
it with the boaeted declaration of freedom in 
their deed and Declaration of Independenoe. 
But we must recollect who Bowed this seed of 
trouble, aud how and by whom it hoe been 
cherished. I should like to read to you .. 
pa.ragraph from the instructions understood to 
have been given to the Virginian delegatee to 
Congress, in the month of August, 1774, by 
MI.', Jefferson, who was perhaps the ablest 
man the United Statee had produoed up to 
that time, ~nd who was then actively engaged 
in its affairs, and who afterwards for two 
periode filled the offioe of preeident. He 
represented ODe of these very slave states, the 
State of Virginia, and he sayo:-

(Fot' the most trifling re&8ODB, and some
time8 for no conceivable reason at all, his 
majesty h .. reje<'ed lswe of the moet salu
tary tendency. The abolition of domestic 
oisvery i. the great object of deeire in those 
coloni .. where it was unhappily introduced 
in their infant state. But previous to the en
franchisement of the s1aves we have, it is 
neoessa.ry to avoid all further importstione 
from Africa. Yet our repeated attempts to 
effect this by prohibition, and by impoeing 
duties which might amount t<> prohibition, 
have hitherto been defeated by his majesty'o 
negative, thUB preferring the immediate ad
vantage of a few Britieh coroaire to thelaoting 
interests of the American Statee, and to the 
rights of human nature, deeply wounded by 
this infamoUB practice.' 

I read thie merely to .how that two years 
before the declaration of independence was 
signed, Mr. Jefferson, acting on behalf of 
those he represented in Virginia, wrote that 
protest against the course of the English gov. 
ernment, which prevented the colonists from 
abolishing the elsve trade preparetory to the 
abolition of elsvery itself. Well, the United 
States' constitution left the sJ.a.ve question jor 
every state to manage for itae1f. It was & qUe&-

tion too difficult to eettle then, aud apparently 
every man had the hope aud belief that in a 
few years elsvery itself .. ould become extinct. 
Then there happened a great event in the an
nals of manufactures and commerce. It was 
disoovered that in those statee the article which 
we in this country now so much depend on, 
could be produoed of the beet quality neoessa.ry 
for manufacture, and at a moderate price. 
From that day to this the growth of cotton 
has increased there, and ita consumption has 
increased here, and a value which no man 
dresmedof when Jeffereon wrote that paper hoe 
been given to the slave and to slave industry. 
ThUB it hoe grown up to that gigantic institu
tion which now threatens either its own over
throw or the overthrow of that which is a 

million tim .. more valuable, the United Statee 
of America. 

The crisis which 'has now arrived was in
evitable. I say that the conscience of the 
North, never .. tiefied with the institution of 
slavery, was constantly urging some men for
ward to take a more extreme view of the 
question; and there grew up naturally & sec
tion, it may not have been a very numerous 
one, in favour of the abolition of slavery. A 
great and powerful party reeolved at least 
upon a restra.int and a control of sla.very, so 
that it should not extend beyond the statee 
and the area which it now occupies. But if 
we look at the government of the United 
States almost ever since the formation of the 
union, we shall find the southern power has 
been mostly dominant there. H we take 
thirty-aix years after tho formation of the 
present conetitution, I think about 1787, we 
ohall :find that for thirty.two of these years 
every president was a southern man; and if 
we take the period from 1828 until 1860 we 
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shall find thAt in every election for president 
the South voted in the majority. 

We know what an election is in the United 
States for President of the &puhlic. There 
is a most extensive suffrage, aiid there is the 
ballot-box. The members of the House of 
Representatives are elected by the same 8uff~ 
rage, and generally they ere eleoted at the 
same time. It is thus, therefore, almost in
evitable thet the Houee of &preeentatives is 
in """"rd in public policy with the president 
for the time being. Every four years there 
epringe from the vote created by the whole 
people a president over thet great nation. I 
think the world oil"ere no finer epectac1e than 
this, it offel .. no higher dignity, and there is 
no greater object of ambition on the politice\ 
stage on which men are permitted to move. 

You may point if you will to hereditary 
rulers, to crowns coming down through suc
cessive generations of the same family, to 
thrones based on prescription or on conquest, 
to sceptres wielded over veteran legions and 
subject realms j but to my mind there is 
nothing so worthy of reverence and obedience, 
and nothing more eacred, than the authority 
of the freely choeen by the majority of a great 
and free people; and if there be on earth and 
amongst men any right divine to govern, 
surely it rests with a. ruler so chosen and &p-. 
pointed. 

Last year the ceremony of this great election 
was gone through, and the South, which had 
been eo long euceeseful, found itee1f defeated. 
That defeat was followed inetantly byeeceeeion, 
and insurrection, and war. In the multitude 
of articles which have been before us in the 
newspapers within the last few months I have 
no doubt you ha.ve seen it stated, as I have 
seen it, that this question was very much like 
that upon which the colonies originally re
volted against the crown of England. It is 
amazing how little some newspa.per writers 
know, or how little they think you know. 
When the war of Iiitlependence was begun 
in America, ninety years ago, there were no 
representatives there at all. The question 
then was, whether a ministry in Downing 
Street, and & corropt and borough.mongering 
parliament, should continue to impoee tax .. 

upon three millions of English subjects, who 
had left their native ahores and eetablislied 
themselves in North America.. But now the 
question is not the want of representatioD, 
because, as is perfectly notorious, the South is 
not only represented, but is represented in 
excess, for, in distributing the number of re
presentatives, which is done every teD years, 
three out of every five slaves are counted as 
freemen, and the number of representatives 
from the slave states is consequently so much 
greater than if the freemen, the white men 
only, were counted. From this cause the 
southern states have twenty membe1'8 more in 
the Houee of &preeentativee than they would 
have if the members were apportioned on the 
same principle as in the northem free states. 
Therefore you will see at once that there is no 
comparison between the state of things when 
the colonies revolted and the elate of thinge 
now, when this wicked insurrection has broken 
out." 

Probably few thoughtful people would now 
refuse their 8.9Sent to these serious represen
tations, or would deny their importance; but 
at the time they were uttered, or just before 
it, Mr. Bright, Mr. Cobden, and othere who 
thought with them, appeared to be in a min
ority, and were not believed to represent the 
popular feeling in England. The attitude of 
the Federal government towards this country 
was that of suspicion, and soon became exas
perating. The supposed boeti\ity of the Eng. 
lish people had been met by offensive demon
strations in the Northern Statee, and though 
the governments on both sides carefully ab· 
stained from endoJlSing any such breach of 
international courtesy as would produce a 
decided quarrel, the correspondence which 
went on between them showed great irritation 
under the reserve of diplomatic phraseology. 
A very large proportion of the people of Eng. 
land held firmly to· the conviction that the 
N ortbem States had right and justice on their 
aide in refusing those demands of the South 
which had for their object the perpetuation of 
negro s1a.very. It wae perhape a misfortune 
that the Federal government should have 
adopted the determination to preserve the 
constitution, by destroyiDg the source from 
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which the constant danger of disruption had 
eDuma.ted, only when it waa discovered that 
a war was inevitable in which each side must 
put out ibl strength. The assuranee that the 
first effort to euppreas rebellion was indepen
dent of the question which h¢ all along been 
the cause of antagonistic legislation between 
individual obItee, and of the violent hoetility 
of the two political parties, missed the true 
issue of the conftict, and gave the suheequent 
procla.mations. of freedom to the negroes the 
appea.ra.nce of a desire to raise a. servile insur~ 
rection in the South for the purpose of retal
iation, or as a desperate expedient for retriev
ing the failures which at first seemed to attend 
almost every attempt of the Federal forees. 
By that time, however, the hopes which BOme 
Northern etateemen had entertained, that the 
Confederate revolt oould be suppressed before 
it had grown beyond 8. domestic insurrection, 
had been fruatrated. The struggle had tech
nically assumed proportions even beyond those 
of a civil war. By blockading Charleston 
with sunken stone-sbips, and afterwards aD

nouncing" blockade 'of Southern ports, the 
Federals had acknowledged the Confederates 
.. belligerenta. They may not have kept this 
consequence in view under the stress of circum
stan ... which demanded prompt and extreme 
meaeurea, but they could aesrceJy expect that 
the observances of international law would be 
diepensed with in their case; and though the 
proclamation of. the British government that 
theneeforth the Southern Statee of America 
must be regarded ao a belligerent power, and 
strict neutrality must be exercised, increased 
the angry feeling to a pitch that led to ex
travagant menace, deliberate politicians on 
both sides, and a considerable majority in this 
conntry, felt that no other course could reason
ably be adopted. 

We may look for a moment at some of the 
conditions which had exercised an iDfluence 
on public feeling in Engla.nd, and they will in 
some degree serve to expla.in the differences 
of opinion which prevailed during the first 
year of the struggle between the dienuited 
Ibltea 

The fugitive 8lave question had been em-

phasized by the fact that eacaped negroes 
were aesioted by the abolitioDiats to find a 
refuge in Canada., where they were safe from 
demands for their restoration on the author
ity of " state laws." In 1861 the case of 
John Anderson became very prominent as an 
example of the liberty to be atblined by se.k
ing an asylum in Canada, and at the aeme 
time illustrated with remarkable effect the 
evil of slavery. Anderson, a negro slave, bnt 
not without some admixture of white blood, 
had been brought np in the obIte of Missouri, 
where he eventually manied a slave girl, from 
whom and from his child he was separated by 
being sold into a distant part of the conntry 
as though he had been a mere beaet of burden, 
bat with even less care for his .,.ellbeing. In 
the year 1853, however, he escaped from the 
pla.ntation to which h. was sent and reap
peared in the neighbourhood where his wife 
still lived, only to be diecovered by Seneca P. 
Digges, a planter, who had not the slightest 
claim on the fugitive, but who, in order to 
uphold the great iostitution of slavery, at ouce 
volunteered a man hunt for the good of the 
cause, and went on Anderson's track with four 
slaves to help him. .After having hunted their 
game till he became desperate, they at last 
came up with him, and in au evil moment 
Digges closed with the runaway, who, in the 
defence of life and liberty, stabbed his antag_ 
onist and mortally wounded him, afterwards 
eecaping to Canada, where he lived the life 
of a quiet and induatrions man, although 
his wife and child. were not redeemed from 
the bondage which he had long been anxious 
to terminate, by saving a sufficient sum to pur
chaoe thsir freedom. Anderson was claimed 
by the United Statee government on a charga 
of murdering Digges, and on his trial in 
Deoember, 1859, it was urged on behalf of 
the prisoner that he was entitled to the 
writ on which he was brought before the 
court, and, upon the return of the writ, to 
have the matter charged against him inquired 
into; that the evidence was not Bufficient to 
put him upon trial for the crime of murder, 
assuming that he was entitled to the protection 
of British law; that acharga under the treaty 
should be first laid in the Statee, while there 
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was no evidence that any charge had been 
laid against the prisoner; that if even the 
court were bound to administer the law of 
Missouri, the evidence did not show tha.t Mis-
sODri had power to pass such a law, inasmuch 
as she was but a. municipality in relation to 
other governments, and the law was against 
natural justice; and that the word" murder" 
mentioned in the treaty mea.nt murder accord· 
ing to the lawe of both countriee; ... d if not, 
that, both hy treaty ... d stetnte, the crime 
and ito criminality were to be determined by 
the laws of Canada. 

Anderson was brought before the Court of 
Common Pleas at Toronto OD a writ of habeas 
corpus, issued by Cbief-justioe Draper on the 
9th of April, 1861, though hie extradition to 
the Missouri authorities had been ordered. 
The English court, however, granted a writ of 
habeas corpus on an affidavit that Anderson 
was illegally deteined at Toronto, and the 
only question which it considered was whether 
it had jurisdiction to iame Buch a writ into 
the province of Canada.. -The further question 
of this authority was prevented, however, and 
the whole case was happily concluded witho~t 
a prolonged discussion of the interpretetion of 
the extradition treaty, by the issue of the writ 
by the C ... adion Conrt of Common Pleas on 
the very day that the writ of the English 
court arrived at Toronto, and .by the discharge 
of the prisoner by Cbief-j1lStice Draper for 
technical informality in the warrant of com
mitment. 

Cbief- j1lStioe Draper, after hearing the 
evidence, aaid that it was doubtful whether 
the case could be decided in that term if judg
ment were to be given upon all the points; but 
that he would give the prisoner the benefit 
of a speedy discharge if they came to an opin
ion in his favour on the technical point as to 
the insufficiency of the commitment. An order 
was given for the prisoner to be brought up 
on the followiDg Saturday, aud when the 
day arrived AndersottWas discherged, on the 
grounds that the warrant of commitment was 
not issued in conformity with the statute
let, BecallSO it did not oontein a charge of 
murder but only of felonious homicide, where-. 
88 treaty and statute do Dot authorize 8UI"l'eD-

der or committal for any homicide not er 
pressed to be murder. 2d, That it was n'ot 
expressed to be for the purpose o~ surrender, 
but only until the prisoner ebould be dis
charged by due course of law, whereas the 
stetute requiree both. No judgment was given 
upon the merits of the case itself. Chief
justice Draper declared that he did not see 
any wa.y to the conclusion tha.t the court 
could hold the case not to be within the treaty, 
and the act so clearly not to be murder, that 
there would be nothing for a jury to. try, but 
that the court could dispose of it as a troe 
question of law; for if there was a question 
of fact to be tried, he apprehended the ac
cused must be surrendered, as such question 
oould ouly be tried in the country where the 
fact arose. These and other similar questions 
were of too serious a character to be decided 
upon impulse or in haste, and he did not 
scruple to say that so long as the prisoner 
eusteined prejudice by the delay, he deeired 
to defer pronouncing an opinion on them. He 
was reluctant, on the one hand, where the 
accuser did not make it indispensable, to de
clare that each individual of the assumed 
number of four millions of alaves in the South
em States might commit assassination in aid 
of hie escape on any pert of hie route to that 
province, and find impunity ... d ebelter on 
hie arrival thera He was reluctant, on the 
other bond, to admit that Great Britein had 
entered into treaty obligatione to surrender a 
fugitive sla.ve, who, as his sole means of ob
taining hie liberty, had shed the blood of the 
merci1 .... taskmaster who held him in bondage. 

Thie was, in fact, a beck way out of .. diffi
cult poeitiOIl- When the case had firet come 
before the c...adion courte, the chief-justice 
had construed the extradition treaty in a 
manner more vigorous than English J&wyers 
believed was justifiable, by repr .. enting that 
as by the law homicid~ committed in }'e8ista.nce 
to lawful authority was murder, and that as 
the authority by which Diggee attempted to 
capture Anderaon was unqneetionably lawful 
by the laws of Missouri, where the struggle 
took p!&ce, Anderson, though morally j1lStified 
in the eye of the English law, was neverthe
I ... gu~ty of the crime of murder. Happily 
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this legally fine.drawn distinction was not 
brought forward for final argument, or the 
extradition treaty might or should have snf

fere<!. By 8II adroit use of a technical objec
tion the case was put to an end by the release 
of the prisoner, and everybody, except perhaps 
the extreme pro-sla.very party, breathed more 
freely. 

Comparativelyfew people inEugland und ..... 
stood that the demand for therelinquishmentof 
Anderson as an escaped slave was made by a 
government controlled by Southern influence. 
Scarcely anybody here knew much about tho 
working of the separate otate lawe in America, 
or the changoo that would prohably follow the 
accession to power of a otroug N orthem party. 
For some years our governments had been 
irritated by the overbearing tone frequently 
assnmed by the ministers at Washington in 
their representatioDS regarding Eugland, their 
denunciation of English claimo in Central 
America, 8Ild other subjecta of correspon
dence. These things were remembered as 
against the government of tho United States, 
without much distinct.lon being made between 
the purti .. of which that government might be 
formed; and consequently when the represen
tatives of the North, the antagonisfa of slavery, 
came into power, and not unreasonably looked 
for tho sympathy and moral support of Groot 
Britain, they bad 8Omo excuse for being dis
appointed at finding that, on the whole, Groot 
Britain seemed inclined to turn to them a very 
cold shoulder. 

The truth was that half the' people in Eng
land did not regard the war as one directed 
against slavery, but as an effort to prevent 
the Southern States from brooking the union. 
The South was tho aggressor, no doubt, but 
there were otrong surmises that it had been 
driven into hostilities by -the same overbear
ing temps< which had 80 often been displayed 
towords this country. Nobody oeemed to 
reSect that these arrogant meeseges were sent 
to this country by a government favourable 
to Southern and not to Northern views; and 
88 to the suppression of sJavery, had not Pre
sident Lincoln, in entering upon the duties of 
his otlice, said: "I have no purpose, direct or 
indireet, to interfere with the institution of 

slavery in the United States where it exists. 
I believe I have no lawful right to do 00, 

and I have no inclination to do oo.n Where 
was there aily sign of the abolition of slavery 
in this declaration. Even better informed 
people oeemed to think that the boot thing 
the North could do was to let the Southern 
States go, and to take their peculiar in
stitution with them. It was a Dot UD

common opinion that the Union would be 
broken up into various territories, under dis-
tinct and independent government., like the 
countries of Europe. Another impression 
was that the Mississippi pretty accurately 
divided the free from the slaveholding otatea 
In addition to these arrors, which a reasonable 
amount of ret1ection or inquiry would have 
corrected, there uisted a notion that the 
people of the Northern States were rather a 
crafty huckstering oet, with a turn for double. 
dealing or talent for taking advantage. The 
movements of the government were therefore 
viewed with caution, if not with suspicion, 
when it came to be understood that the North
em cause was represented. Certaioly there 
was little attempt on the part of the American 
cabinet to propitiate opinion ill England. 

When it was seen that very little sympathy 
could be counted on from this country, the 
United States government showed much as
perity, although their accnsatiODS and the 
temper which they displayed fell far short of 
the animosity towardo England openly avowed 
by the people in New York and elsewhere. 
Very little pains were taken on either side to 
restrain or to suppreos expressions of feeling 
which were as bitter as they were ill founded, 
and. unforttu>ate1y the policy adopted by tho 
American government tended still more to 
~cite the expressions of dissatisfaction with 
which the prooeeution of the war was regarded 
here. Of course it W88 a serious misfor
tune that the supply of cotton ohould have 
been entirely 8D8peDded, and that the mills of 
Lancashire and Cheshire should be idle, the 
manufacturing population reduced to WBIlt, 
and the whole of a great otaplo trade para
lysed; but in addition to this the American 
legislature had adopted a eystem of rigid pro
tection which by the so-called "Morrill" Tariff 
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Bill almost prohibited the importation of 
foreign goods into America. 

Our trade with the Southern States, it was 
felt, would have been comparatively unre
stricted if those &tatee had been able to legis
late for themselvee. In 1860 England had eent 
twenty million. of exports to Americs,and this 
amount of merchandise was now to be prac
tically excluded, or to be taxed with duties 
which would be prohibitory. Birmingham 
expected to lose £3,800,000 of her cutlery 
trade; South Statfordehire was in dismay. 
Early in March, 1861, the Tim .. said: 

"The period between the election of the new 
president and the surrender of office by the old 
is a sort of intetTegnum, in which it ma.y be 
ea.id all legislative and executive activity is 
paralysed. But, though unable to do any
thing for the cause of the Union, the senate 
and the congress have employed the interreg. 
num to strike a second blow at the commerce, 
the finance, and the general prosperity of the 
country infinitely more fatal than any abstrac
tion of territory or diminution of population. 
They employed the last weeks of what is pro
bsbly the last session of the last congress ofthe 
United Statee of America in undoing aU the 
progress that has been made in the direction 
of free-traae, and in m&u&cling their country 
once more in the fetters of a protection 
amounting to prohlbition. 

The conduct of congress on the Tariff Bill 
has much changed the tone of public feeling 
with reference to the Secessionists, and none 
here, even those whose sympa.thies are with 
the N ortbem States, attempt to justify the 
course which the Protectionists in congress 
have pursued. In Manchester the proposed 
increase of duties on cotton goods in the 
United Statee is causing great attention. In 
Newcastle it is considered that it will be im
possible to do business with the United State. 
on the terms set out in the tariff, while the 
business with the Southern States is described 
... aatiefactory. In 1!heffield considerable 
apprehension is felt as to the effect of the new 
tariff on the .teel trade. In Wolverhampton 
the anticipation that the tariff has become 
law darkens the already gloomy prospecte of 
the iron trade. When it is remembered that 

all this ill-will and disruption of international 
ties and sympa.thies, which were becoming 
closer every day, and which America. never 
needed more than now, is to be effected for 
no better object than that of protracting the 
sickly existence of an artificial ma.nufacturing 
system raised and nurtured at the expense of 
the shipping and trade of the country, and by 
levying an odious tribute from all classes not 
concerned in manufactures, we cannot but 
wonder at the madness of democracy and its 
utter inability to apprchend and retain the. 
most obvious principles of economical science. 
Protection was quite as much a cause of the 
disruption of the Union as slavery. In that 
respect it has done its worst; but it is des-. 
tined, if we mistake not, to be the fruitful 
mother of other disruptions. Wha.t interest 
have the great agricultural Western States, 
for instance, in being made tributaries to the 
ironmasters of Pennsylvania. or the cotton
spinners of Lowell1 They will desire, as the 
South have desired, a direct trade with Eng. 
land; and the peculiar position of Canada, 
with its facilities of communication by lake, 
river, and railway, will show them the readi
est mean. of obtaining a direct trade by a 
fresh "paration, possibly by an amalgamation 
with our own colonies. 

These topiaJ are so obvious that we for
bear to insist upon them, but we beg to point 
out, for the comfort of our own countrymen and 
the warning of the government of the United 
States, that in attempting to exclude at one 
blow twenty millions of exporta from their 
territory they have undert4ken Ii task quite 
beyond their power~ They may, indeed, de-' 
stray their own customs revenue; they may 
min the shipping, and cripple the commerce 
of the towns on the Atlantic seaboard, but 
they cannot pre"ent English ma.nufacturers 
from permeating the United State. from one 
end to the other. A glance at the map is .uf
ficient to show this. The Southern Coufeder
acy will, of course, desire no better than to 
make Charleston, Savannah, Mobile, and New 
Orleans d6p6ta of English manufactures, to 
bs smuggled across the long and imperceptible 
frontier which .eparatee them from the United 
State& Nay, it is quite possible that the 



110 GLADSTONE AND HIS CONTEMPORARIES. 

great city of New York may prefer to declare 
itself a free port, and to become tbe d6p6t or 
an enormOUB illicit traffic, rather than see its 
wharves rotting" its streets deserted, and its 
ha.rbour empty, because a. suicidal policy has 
driven commerce to'the inferior harboU1'8 of 
the South. The indented coaets of the North
ern States give ample opportunity for smug
gling, and, what is still more important, the 
frontier between Canada. and the Union is 
virtually traced by the stream of the St. Law
rence and the centre of the great Lakes On
tario, Erie, and Huron. It is a region which 
might have been created for the express pur
poee of puniehing the presumptuous folly of 
seeking to erect the b8.lTier of prohibition 
between nations which have long enjoyed the 
mutual benefits of commercial intercourse. 
The smuggler will redreaa the errors of the 
statesman, as he has so often done before." 

These representations were not calculated 
to aUa.y public excitement or to increase popu
lar feeling in favour of the North, but there 
were numbers of thoughtful and in1luential 
men who never wavered in their conviction 
tha.t the Northern cause was worthy of the symw 
pathyof this country. This was the view held 
by Mr. Bright, Mr. Cobden, Mr. John Stuart 
Mill, Mr. Milner Gibeon, Mr. Villie .. , and 
Mr. W. E. Forster, who represented a conw 

sidel"Bble phalanx of opinion; and on the 
whole the government maintained & quiet but 
friendly disposition, while, as we have noted, 
the poople of the manufacturing districts, 
where the loss of trade was most severely 
felt, were still stanch in their belief that the 
war was a righteous one on the part of the 
Federal Statee, who had not commenced hos
tiliti .. till their opponents had .truck the first 
blow for the dissolution of the Union. Most 
of the unfa.vour.able opinions expressed here, 
and the indiscreet manifestations made by 
.ome of those opposed to the action of the 
Federals, were repeated with exaggerations 
i~ America, and produced corresponding exas
peration, not unaccompanied by threats. The 
governments of both countries had in effect 
to disavow and l'epudiate the insufferable 
demonstrations of ignorant partisans assuming 
to represent the sentiments of the mo.jOlity. 

The Federal government, however, was as 
captious as the people were extmvagantlytesty, 
and the ~mper with whieb it persisted in .... 
garding every expression of opinion in England 
was strikingly manifested by tbe complaints 
and remonstrances that were made when our 
government determined to recognize the South 
88 a belligerent power, and to proc1a.im a strict 
neutra1ity. The Confederatee had taken Fort 
Sumter. A vessel which, in view of the pOBw 
sibility of the revolt, the Federal government 
had BeDt with reinforcement., had been fired 
at from an island in the barbour, and then 
the Confederatee bombarded the fort from 
batteries whieb they had erected on the main
land for tbe purpose. The garrison left it 
because they had no means of resistance, and 
the Confederatee took poaseaaion of it. Pre
.ident Lincoln immediately ca.lled for 75,000 
men as vdlunteers to join the Federal forces 
for the purpose of ...... tabli.hing the Union. 

Jefferson Davis then declared his intention 
to issue letters of marque, and ca.lled for 150,000 
volunteers. The Southern ports were imme-
diately placed under blockade. 

The president's call for troops was enthusi~ 
aatica.lly reeponded to by the legi.laturee of 
the free states, New York tendering 30,000 
men, instead of the 13,000 demanded, and 
3,000,000 dollars. The governOl'S of the bor
der slave st8.tee-Kentucky, North Carolina, 
and Missouri-refused to respond to tbe pre
sident'. ca.ll, North Carolina going so far 
as to eoize all the Federal forts within her 
borders. Virginia declared for the ...... ion, 
and closed Norfolk harbour by sinking ves
sels at its mouth, 80 as to prevent the Fede-
ral ships of war coming out; and the captain 
of one of the ships had threatened to lay the 
town in ruins if the obstructions were not 
removed. The Federal commissioners at Har-
per Ferry, being pressed by 1000 Virginians, 
deetroyed the armoury, arsenal, manufactory 
building, and 15,000 .tands of arms. They 
then retired into Panuaylvauia, wilh the loee 
of three men. Troops were arriving at Wash~ 
ington from all points; a Maaaaebusetts regi
ment, when paesing through Baltimore, had 
been attacked by the mob, and many persona 
were wounded and eome killed. The Federal 
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government had proclaimed that Southern 
privateers would be treated .. pirates, and no 
more arms or provisions were to be Bent BOuth. 
The feeling throughout the North appeared 
to be most enthusiastica.1ly anit una.nimously 
in. favour of energetic measures against the 
eeoeders. 

AIl theee events occurred in April, and in 
May Lord John Russell announced to Parlia.
ment that, after taking the opinion of the law 
officers of the crown, the government had 
determined to recognize the American Con
federacy .. a belligerent power .. The proclam ... 
tion of the blockede of all ports in the seceded 
states meant not only war, but a war of recog
nized belligerent powers. The Confederatee 
were then on the footing of regula.r antagou
ists,for it eould not bemainta.ined that a nation 
would blockede its own ports. Accordingly 
a proclamation was issued which, after noticing 
the faet that bostilitiea had unhappily oom
menced between the government of the United 
Statee of America ,and oertsin et&tee "styling 
themse1vB8 the Confederated Statee of the 
South," strictly charged and commanded (I all 
the loving subjects of her majesty to observe 
a strict neutrality in and during the aforesaid 
hostilities, and to abstain from violating or 
contravening the laws and statutes of the 
realm in that behalf, or the law of nations in 
relation thereto, as they will answer to the 
contrary at their peril JJ The proclamation 
next set forth in uten.w the provisions of the 
Foreign Enlistment Act of 1819, which pro
hibits British subjects from engaging in the 
naval or military service of any foreign prince, 
potentate, colony, &c., without the leave And 
license of her majesty; fromequipping orfitting 
out vessels for the service of any such foreign 
prince, potentate, colony, &c., and from adding 
to or increasing the warlike force of any ship 
or vessel of war, cruiser, or other armed vessel 
belonging to a foreign power which may enter 
the ports of this country. In order that none 
of her majesty's subjeittB might render them
selves liable to the penalties imposed by the 
statute, the proc1a.mation strictly commanded 
that no person or persona whatsoever should 
commit any act, matter, or thing contrary to 
the provisions of the said statuto npon pain 

of the severul penalties imposed (tine and im
prisonment and the confiscation of the vessels 
and warlike stores) and of her ma.jesty's "high 
displeasure." The proclamation warned Brit
ish subjects that if, in violation of their duty, 
they entered into the service of either of the 
contending parties on board a ship of war or 
transport,orservedon board any privateer bear
iug letters of marque, or broke or endeavoured 
to break .. ny blockede "lawfully or actually 
established, JJ they would do !!IO at their own 
peril, and would in no wise obtain !!DY pro
tection for or against any liabilities or penal 
consequences, but would, on the contrary, in
cur her majesty's higb displeasure by such 
misconduct. There was also the usual wa.rning 
against carrying officers, soldiers, ~espatcheB, 
arms, military stores or materials, or any ar
ticle or articles considered to be contraband 
of war according to the law or modern usage 
of nations. These words were (perhaps pur
posely) ambiguons, beeause important articles 
which, in former contesta, were of innocent 
use, had by the application of science become 
formidable implements of modern warfare; 
for inet&nce, oo&!. and the component ports of 
steam-engines, which never had. been declared 
by ";y campetant tribunal to be contrabsnd 
of war. 

This proclamation was definite and emphatic 
enough, but tbe Nortb immediately re.entad 
our having recognized the position of the 
South as a belligerent power. It was inter
preted into 8. hasty determination to assist 
and encourage rebels. Yet the law of the 
matter was clear; the friends of the Northern 
Statee and of the Federal government in this 
country were anxious that the proclamation 
should be issued, if only for the reason that 
until the South WBB treatad as a belligerent 
power no nation in Europe could properly 
recognize the blockede of the ports of Charles
ton, Savannah, and New Orleans. Had it 
been 8. mere closure of the ports any offender 
could only have been dealt with in American 
waters, but the proclamation of a. blockade 
gave power to pursue an offender into the 
open sea. In effect the announcement of a 
blockade meant war i.nstea.d of suppression of 
revolt, and our recognition of it and conse-
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quent neutrality was the only proper course, 
and the best coune for the interests of the 
Federal government. But our decl.a.ra.tiOD of 
this neutrality was by implication treated as 
an offence throughout the long correspon
dence that eIlSued. 

It required Bome care to prevent the COD.
trovtrey being distorted into an actual quar
rel. for the Federale appeared to regard Eng
land as a watchful enemy, waiting to do the 
Union an ill-turn, or to aid in preventing its 
restoration. .AJJ a matter of fact the Emperor 
of the French. who bad in his mind the ill
fated scheme for intervention in Mexico, all 
but openly recognized and sided with the 
South, and would have had us join him in in
terfering to secure the dema.nds for a separa.
tion from the Union. Neither Lord Palmer
eton nor Lord John Russell would listen to 
such a proposal for a. moment. Many" ad
visers" were strongly in fa.vour of our inter
posing to secure the indepe:p.dence of the Con
federacy, but the government utterly refused 
to entertain such a notion. They knew very 
well what were the l',Ilotives of the Federals; 
and they respected them, though the Budden 
and complete successes which followed the 
firet prompt action of the Confederates caused 
them to think. .. the majority of people 
thought, that the South would nltimately 
become a separate nation. 

The second caJl for 23.000 men for the regu
lar army, and 18,000 seamen, was made by 
President Lincoln immediately after the block
ade; but the Confederatee were equally deter
mined, and seemed for a time to be masters 
of the situation. Their repeated successes 
had the effect of increasing the number of 
their admirere here, and of emphasizing the 
feeling of distrust and indifference towards 
the North. which had alresdy been augmented 
by the invectives which were uttered against 
England by the populace in New York and 
many of the ill-regulated recruits of the Fed
eral army. 

Much WOB esid on the part both of the 
North and the South to keep public opinion 
here in a ferment. Both cl&imed to act in 
accordance with right and justice. Mr. J effer-
80n Davis stigmatized &8 unconstitutional the 

proclamation of Mr. Lincoln ealling for 70.000 
volunteers, and excused his own. appeal for 
recruits to form a Confederate army byeaying 
to his ministry:-

"Deprived of the aid of congress at the 
moment, I was under the necessity of confin. 
ing my action to a caJl on the States for vol-: 
unteera for the common defence. I deemed 
it -proper further to issue a proclamation in
viting application from persons disposed to 
aid our defence in private armed vessels on 
the high ..... to the end that preparatione 
might be made for the immediate issue of 
letters of marque and reprisal, which you 
alone, under the constitution, have power to 
grant. I entertain no doubt you will concur 
with me in the opinion that, in the absence 
of a :Heet of public vessels, it will be eminently 
expedient to supply their place by private 
armed vesaels. so happily styled by the publi
cists of the United States' the militia of the 
sea,' and so often and justly relied on by them 
as an efficient and admirable instrument of 
defensive warfare. I earnestly recommend 
the immediate passage of a law authorizing 
me to accept the numeroue proposals already 
received. n 

He then went on to denounce the proclama
tion of a blockade. and concluded byeaying:-

"We feel that our cause is just and holy; 
we proteet solemnly in the face of mankind 
that we desire peace at any sacrifice save that 
of honour and independence; we seek no con~ 
quest, no aggrandisement, no concession of 
any kind from the Statee with which we were 
lately confedereted: all we aek is to he let 
alone; that those who never held power over 
us shall not now attempt our subjugation by 
arms. This we ~, this we must, resist to 
the direst extremity. The moment that this 
pretension is abandoned the sword will drop 
from our grasP. and we eball be ready to enter 
into treaties of amity and commerce that ca.n~ 
not but he mutually beneficial D 

At about the eame time Mr. C. M. Clay. the 
minister of the United States in St. Peter&
burg. addressed a long letter to the :r;mu. in 
which he endeavoured to correct some of the 
erroneous impressions which he believed to be 
prevalent in this country. 
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«What are we fighting forI" he inquired, 
and replying to the question declared. "We, 
the people of the United Statee of America 
(to use the language of our Constitution). are 
fighting to maintain our nationility. and the 
principles of liberty upon which it was founded 
-that nationality which Great Britain has 
pledged herself. both by past comity and the 
aaered obligatione of treaty. to reepeet-theee 
great principles of liberty. that all power is 
derived from the consent of the governed j 
trial by jury, freedom of speech, and the p ..... ; 
that 'without law there is no libertj'-which 
we inherited from Great Britain herself, and 
which, having been found to lie at the base 
of all progress and ,civilization, we desire to 
perpetuate for ourselves and the future of all 
the nations. The ao-ealled 'Confederate Statee 
of America J rebel against us--aga.inst our 
nationality, and against all the principles of 
its structure. Citizens of the United States
of the one government (not of the Confeder
ated States, as they would have the world be
lieve, but of 'us the people'), they propose, 
not by common legal coneent, but by arms, to 
sever our Dation into separate independen~ 
cies. Claiming to 'be let alone,' they COD

spire against us; seize by force our forts, 
stores, and arms; appropriate to themselves 
our !!lints, moneys, and vessels at sea; cap
ture our armi.., and threaten even the Capitol 
at Washington." 

Mr. Clay contended that the word" seces
sion" was used to cover up treason and to 
delude the nations, and that the idea of "state 
sovereignty" was utterly delusive. The Ame
rican nation bad given up the old" confeder
ation" to avoid just such complications as had 
occurred. The Btates were by the constitution 
deprived of all the rights of independent sove
reigns, and the national government acted not 
through state organizations. but directly upon 
the citizens of the statee themaelv_to that 
highest of power, the right of life and death. 
The etatee could not kiiep an army or navy, 
or even repel invasion, except when necessity 
did not allow time for national action; could 
make no treaty, nor coin money, nor' exercise 
any of the first great essential powers of "sove
reignty.» In a word, they could no more 
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"secede" from the Union than Scotland or 
Ireland could secede from England. 

The Confederates, he declared. had over
thrown the oonstitutions of the "Confedemte 
States" themselves, refusing, in every case, to 
refer their new usurpations to the votes of the 
people, thus making themselves doubly trait
om to both the etatee and the nation. The 
despotic rulers over 4.000.000 of enslaved 
Africans, they presumed to extend over the 
North, the white races of all nations, the same 
despotiam by ignoring the political rights of 
all but their own elass, by restrictions upon 
the popular franchise. by the suppression of 
the freedom of speech and of the pr .... by the 
terrorism of "lynch-law,» ortyrannica.l enact
ments, backed by standing armies; to crush 
out the independence of thought, the ineradi
cable instincts of world-wide humanity-with 
the atrocious dogma that negro alavery was 
the ouly hasis of real conservatism and pro
gressive civilization, and that the true solution 
of the contest of all time between labour and 
capital was that capital should own the la
bourer, whether white or black. 

Mr. Clay confidently aeeerted that the Fed
erals could subdue the revolted states. The 
whole &even revolted etatee (2,173,000) had 
not as much white population as the single 
etate of New York (3.851.663) by 1.600,000 
people. If all the alave etatee were to make 
common cause they had ouly 8,907.894 whitee. 
with 4,000,000 slaves, while the Union had 
about 20,000,000 of homogeneous people, as 
powerful in peace and war as the world had 
seen. Intelligent, hardy, and "many-sided," 
their late apparent lethargy and weakness 
was the self-possession of conscious strength. 
When they had made up their minds that 
force was necessary they moved upon Waah
ington with such Bpeed~ numbers, and steadi-" 
n ..... had not been surpassed in history. They 
bad the money (at a lo,.er rate of interest than 
ever before), the men, aud the command of 
the sea and the internal waters. The North 
could blockade the Confederatee by sea and 
invade them by land, and close up the rebel
lion in a single year if U let alone." 

They did not propose to "subjugate" the 
revolted etatee. but to put. down simply the 

n 
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rebel citizens,-to go to the reSClle of the loyal 
Unionists of all the statoo,-to carry sa.fety, 
peace, and libert,. to the union-loving people 
of the South, who would of themsolvoo (the 
t,.rann,. overthrown) sond back their repre
sentatives to congress, and the Union would 
be "reconatructed" without a change of a let
ter in the constitution of the United Stat... 
Did Englsnd subjugate Irelsnd and Scot1snd i 
Were. the united kingdoms 1 ... homogeneous 
than of old, before the wars against rebellion! 
So would the United Stateo rise from the 
smoke of battle with renewed stability and 
power. 

Then followed some questions to the British 
public, followed b,. appeals which, though 
doubtless meant in all sincerity, were not in 
the best form for impressing the national sen~ 
timent. The,. began well enough b,. saying, 
"We overthrow that political element in 
America which has all through our history 
been the studied denouncer and real hater of 
the British na.tion, while we have been always 
from the beginning the friends of England. 
Because, though under different forms of gov
ernment, we had com~on sympathies and a 
common cause, and therefore a common in. 
terest. England was the conservator of liberty 
ill Europe-the Old World; we are in the 
New. If' the Confederate States' are right, 
then is Englsnd wrong. If slavery must be 
extended in America, then must England r&
store it in the Weat Indies, blot out the most 
glorious page of her history, and call back her 
freed men into chains! Let her .. y to the 
martyrs of freedom from the nations who 
have BOught refuge and a magnanimous de
fence OD her shores, Return to your scaffold 
and your prison-house; England is no more 
England!" 

Arguing on the ground of England'. mate
rial interests, Mr. Clay sa.id: "We are her 
best consumer; no tariff will materially affect 
that fact. Weare the host consumer of Eng
land, not because we are cotton-growera or 
cotton-spinners, agriculturists or manufac
turers, but because we are producers and 
manufacturers, and ha.ve money to spend. It 
is not the South, as is urged, but the N ortb, 
wbo are the beat consumers of English com-

merce. The free wbite l&bourer and capitalist 
does now, and always will, consume more than 
the white master and the slave. 

n Can England/, he continued, "afford to 
offend the great nation which will still be 
'the United States of America,' even should 
we lose part of the South! Twenty millions 
of people to-day, with or without the slave 
states, in twenty years we will be forty mil
lions I In another half ... ntur,Y we will be 
one hundred millions I We will rest upon the 
Potomac, and on the west banks of the Missis
sippi river, upon the Gulf of Mexico. Our rail
roads will run 4000 miles upon a Biagle parallel, 
binding our empire, which must master the 
At1sntic and the Pacific Oceans. Is England 
80 secure in the future aga.inst bome revolt or 
foreign ambition as to venture, now in our 
need, to plant the seeds of revenge in all our 
futuro! If Irelsnd, or Scotland, or Wales 
shall attempt to lecede from that beneficent 
government of the United Kingdom which 
now lightens their taxation and gives them 
security and respect at home and abroad, shall 
we enter into a piratical war with our race 
and all,., and capture and lell in our ports the 
property and endanger the lives of peaceable 
citizens of the, British Empire all over the 
world1 I enter not into the discussion of 
details. England, then, is our natural all,.. 
Will she ignore our aspirations1 If she is 
just, she ought not. If she is honourable and 
magnanimous, she cannot. If she is wise, she 
will not," 

This conclusion was by no moons happy. 
It struck a. wroDg note in relation to the 
general impression then prevalent, partl,. be
cause of the repeated defeats of the Federals 
which almost immediately followed the confi
dent declaration that the South would be 
easily subdued. 

An opinion prevailed in the North that 
privateers would be able to sell their prizes 
in British ports. Letters were iEued from 
our foreign office interdictiDg the armed ships 
and privateers either of the United StBteo or 
the "Io .. tyled Confederated Stateo of North 
America" from cattying prizes made by them 
into the ports, harbours, roadsteade, or waters 
of the United Kingdom or of any of our col ... 
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" nies or possessions abroad. France also held 
to her laws, which only &IIowed privateers 
with prizes to remain in her ports for twenty~ 
four hours, and did not permit ~em to eoll or 
dmpoeeMp~or~ 

On the 17th or 18th M June (186l), both 
armies were in motion, and the Federals were 
repuIeed by the Confederates, whoee station 
they had attacked at Fort Bethel. 

We need not follow the various episodes of 
that terrible fratricidal war, nor the dread 
details of slaughter, the accounts of which 
sickened the hearts of those who read them, 
and left more than half the families in Amer
ica. to mourn their dead. During the early 
pert of the con1Iict the FederaIa suffered re
peated defeats, which seemed at first to justify 
the opinion held here that the Northern levies 
were no match, as soldieN, for the Southern 
force. The Confedemte ranks were largely 
filled by men accustomed to out-door eporta 
and who had leisure for learning the use of 
arms, and, moreover, they composed the 
militia. of the Southern States, to whom drill 
and military exercises were a. frequent recrea.
tion. The Federals, on the other hand, were 
to a great extent men taken from store or 
oftice,-men engaged in trade and town life. 
They did not at first estimate what they had 
to do, and it was not till the misfortunes they 
had sustained called out the pertinacity and 
determination which they afterwards dis
played, that they began to reverse the disas
ters of the first campaigns, and to follow up 
the subsequent successes until the Union was 
restored and ala.ery abolmbed. In July, 
1861, the Federals attempted to advance upon 
Richmond in Virginia, which had become the 
Southern or Confederate capital, and at a 
place called Bull Run, or Manassas Junction, 
they suffered a severe defeat, almost at the very 
beginning of hostilities. On their side about 
18,000 men were engaged, the greater part of 
them being raw recruits under the command 
of General MCDowall. I..),wo of the regiments 
whose term of service had expired a few 
houl"8 before insisted on being discharged, and 
fell to the rear at the commencement of the 
action. The conduct of the Federal troops 
was not very admirable, and they were en~ 

tirely broken and aeattered, their defeat end
ing in flight. They returned to Washington 
with a lOBS of 19 officers and 462 men killed, 
and 64 officers and 947 men wounded, while 
the Confederate loss was comparatively trif
ling. The appearance of the" fugitive regi
ments in the streets of the capit&! created in
tense excitement, and it was feared that the 
Confederates, following up the advantage, 
wo~d march thither. This, however, they 
were not able to accomplish. It may be said 
that thm defeat had the effect of intensifying 
the determination of the Federal government. 
From that time for three years President 
Lincoln and hm colleagues repeatedly called 
out fresh levies, and annonnced their deter
mination to devote all the resources of the 
country to the maintenance of the Union 
and the reclamation of the rebellious states. 
The victory of the Confederates was received 
in England, if Dot with general satisfaction, 
with something too much like noisy applause, 
in which was mingled admiration for the 
victors and a certain. disdain for the vana 

qumhed. The brave little army of the South 
had beaten the larger forces that had been 
called" together to force them to obedience. 
The side which it was supposed had been 
most ready to "bounce," and had used threa~ 
ening language andoft'ensive innuendo towards 
England had shown the white-feather. This 
was the view which was most loudly, and, as 
it appeared, most generally expressed, and 
such comments took a tone tha.t had in it 
something of exultation. Ha.ppily the Fede-
ral government in America had in Mr. Lin
coln a chief of penetrating sagacity and plain 
common sense, and our own ministers were 
equally able to disunguish between a tempo
rary ebullition of popular opinion and the 
duties that belonged to the adminmtration of 
the affairs of the country. Both Lord Palmer
ston and Lord John }tussell firmly resisted 
any suggestion that would have led to our in .. 
terposition on behalf of Confederate indepen
dence. 

At the same time there was great exaspera.
tion of feeling on each side, for in America 
the abu .. of England was both loud and deep. 
In the early pert of No.ember (1861), an 
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event occurred which at firot seemed likely to 
lead to more serious consequences than the 
mere intercha.nge of invective during a tlme 
of igDorant excitement. 

The Confederate leaders, encoumged, doubt
less, by their tecognition as the government 
of a belligerent power, had appointed two 
commissionem to represent them,-one at the 
English and the other at the French court. 

Mr. MaSon was accredited to England, and 
Mr. Slidell to France, and they were accom
panied by their secretaries, Mr. M'Farland and 
Mr. Eustis. Mr.W.L.Yanceyhadalreadyheen 
in Europe as the advocate of the doctrine of 
state BOvereignty, and Mr. Thurlow Weed 
was then, Or soon afterwards, in London for 
the purpose of representing the case of the 
North before public opinion here, as Mr. Clay 
had already endeavoured to do. 

Mr. Slidell, the propoeed envoy to Paris, 
was a Southern lawyer, and Mr. Mason was 
eaid to be .the author of the fugitive elave 
law, which had been so eft'ectua.l in arousing' 
the opposition of the Abolitionists in the 
border states. They were sent to Europe to 
endeavour to obtain the official recognition of 
the French and Eng1ieh courts, and had run 
the blockade from Charleston to Cardenas in 
Cuba in the Confederate steamer Na",,,,ill., 
escaping the 'Federal veese1e which were on 
the look-out to prevent them from reach
ing a neutral port. The Federals !mew well 
enough of the intention ¥> send these gentle
men aDd their secretaries to Europe, and 
understood their purpose jn coming hither, 
but, notwithstanding the vigilance of the 
watch kept on Charleston they contrived to 
reach the Havana and to take their _e 
on board the Eng1ieh mail-steamer Trent. It 
happened, however, that the, United States 
sloop of wa.r, the San Jacinto, was returning 
from the African coast, and her commander, 
Captain Wilkes, heard that the Confederate 
envoys were endeavouring to embark for 
Europe. Wilkes was one of those hot-headed 
indiscreet men who are not to be depended 
on when judgment is required, and he pro
bably thought it would ha a fine stroke 
of patriotism to "beard the British lion," as 
his admirers afterwerde phrased it when ex-

tolling his exploit. At all evente he fell in 
with the Trent on the afternoon of the Bth of 
November, and without ahowiJJg any colours 
hove to ahead. The Trent hoisted her en
sign, but it was Dot responded to, and as 
she went nea.rer, the stranger fired a round 
shot &Croaa her bows and showed American 
colours. The engines of the Trent were 
slowed, and she was still approaching when 
the other vessel fired a. shell close across her 
bow. She then stopped, and an officer with 
an a.rmed guard of marines boarded her and 
demanded a list of the p&!IIengers, which d~ 
maud being refused, the officer said he had 
orders to arrest Mr. Mason, Mr. Slidell, Mr. 
M'Farland, and Mr. Eustis, and that he 
had sure information of their heing passen
gers in the fioent. The commander of the 
Trent declining to aatisfy him whether such 
passengers were OD board or not, Mr. Slidell 
stepped forward .and announced that the four 
persons named were then standing before him 
under British protection, and that if they 
were taken on board the San Jacinto they 
must be taken tn et arm';". The commander 
of the Trent and Commander Williams, who 
was OD boa.rd, protested against the demands 
of the ca.ptaiD. of the San Jacinto as an act of 
piracy which they had no means of reeisting, 
as the American v .... l was on their port beam, 
200 yerde ofl', her ship's company at quarters, 
ports OpeD, and tampions out. .Remonstrance 
was unava.iling. The commisaioDers and their 
secretaries were forcibly carried oft', such 
necessary luggage .. they required being sent 
to them, and it was then demanded that the 
commander of the Tnont should go on board 
the Ban Jacinto. This he poeitively refused 
to do unless he should be foreibly compelled, 
and the demand was not ineisted on. The 
ehipa then ported company,and the Trent pro
ceeded on her voyage to St. Thomas. 

When the intelligence reached England it 
produced immense excitement. The act of 
Captain Wilk .. was clearly illegal, and it was 
regarded as an outrage, a deliberate insult to 
the country. A cabinet council was held and 
despatches were prepared, the conciliatory 
form. of which was to some extent detennined 
by the advice of Prince Albert, whose draft 
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of the rep ... entations to be made to the Fed
eral government was one of the latest duties" 
with which he was occupied shortly before his 
death. The despatch aaid that the seizure on 
board the Trent was an act Of violence, a. 
breach of international law, and an insult to 
the British :ft.agj but it went on:-" H;er ma... 
jesty's government, bearing in mind the 
friendly relations which have long subsisted 
between Great Britain and the United States, 
are willing to believe that the United States 
naval officer who committed this aggression 
was not acting in compliance with any autho
rity from his government, or that, if he con
ceived himself to he 80 authorized, he greatly 
misunderstood the instructions which he had 
received. For the government of the United . 
States must he fully aware that the British 
government could not aJlow such an affront 
to the national honour to pass" without full 
reparatioD; and her majesty's government are 
unwilling to believe that it could be the de
liberate intention of the government of the 
United States unnecessarily to foroe into dis
cussion between the two governments & qUe&-< 

tion of so grave a character, and with regard 
to which the whole British nation would he 
sure to entertain such unanimity of feeling. 

" Her majesty's government therefore trust 
that, when this matter shall have been brought 
under the consideration of the United States, 
that government will of its own accord offer 
to the British goverDlDent such redress as 
alone could satisfy the British nation, namely, 
the liberation of the fow' gentlemen and their 
delivery to your lordship, in order that they 
may again be plscod under British protection, 
and a suitable apology for the aggression which 
has been committed." 

The proceeding of Captain Wilk .. was re
garded here as .. deliberate affront to Groat 
Britain, sanctioned if not directed by the 
Federal government in America, and the tem
per displayed on tlie other side gave some 
justification of this opiilion and of the bitter 
resentment which accompanied it. 

Mr. Seward, the secretory of state of the 
\. Federal government, was fond of discussing 
and orating, and in his reply to the dsspatch 
iuoisted on arguing the question before con-

sonting to liberate the prisonere. He asked, 
Were the persons named and their supposed 
despatches contraband of war! Might Captain 
Wilkes lawfully stop and search the~" for. 
th ... contraband persons and despatches! Did 
h. exereise the right in .. lawful and proper 
manner 1 Ha.ving found the contraband per-. 
sons on board, and in presumed possession of 
the contraband despatchee, had he a right to 
capture their persons? Did he exercise that 
right of capture in .. mauner observed and 
recognised by the law of nations! This was 
grave trif1ing; but Mr. Seward answered ail 
the questions in the affirmative, admitting, 
however, two special difficulties against his 
case, namely, the want of specific instructions 
to the commander of th. San Jadnto by his 
government, and his permitting the 2Tent to 
proceed on her voyage after he had satisfied 
himself that she was carrying contraband of 
war. On thes. grounds Mr. Seward was ready 
to agree to the release of the prisoners. This 
kind of concession was irritating, and it was 
still believed that Captain Wilkes had acted 
under the direct or implied sanction of his 
government.. 

It was afterwards reported that General 
Scott,- who was in Paris, had declared that 
instructions had heen given to Capt. Wilkes 
by his government, and whether this report 
was true or not, it is quite certain. that the 
capta.in of the San Jacinto was made a hero 
at two or three mass meetingsj and what was 
worse, the secretarj of the ,navy had com~ 
mended his action, and he had received 8. vote 
of thanks from the Houee of Representatives 
at Washington. 

Our legal authorities dec1sred that a breach 
of international law had been committed. 
Another despatch had been eent to Lord Lyone 
tha.t if at the end of seven da.ys no answer was 
given to the representations of our govern .. 
ment, or if any other answer was given than 
that of compliance with their demands, he 
was to leave Washington with aU the mem
bere of his legation, bringing with him the 
archives of the legation, and to come imme
diately to London. Thero WBB a very painful 
impression here, even among many who were 
in sympathy· with the Northern States, that 
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the Federal government was taking a course 
calculatAld to provoke hostilities on the part 
of England, and that the demonstrations 
against this country ma.de by a strong and 
turbulent party in America might carry the 
ministry there to acts of aggression or defiance 
which mnst lead to farther complicationa. To 
thoughtful men on both sides war between 
Britain and the Federal StatAle would be 
ecarcely I ... horrible or less fratricidal than 
the con1lict already going on between North 
and South; and, though with perhape too 
suggestive promptitude,- it was decided to de. 
patch troope to the number of 8000 to Canada, 
and it was argued that this stAlp was neceeeary 
to show that we were in earnest in our repre
sentationa,-a great load of anxiety was felt 
to have been l'emoved when Mr. Seward's 
reply was received, in a long and rather cir
cumlocutory despatch, containing the oatis
factory declaration that Captain Wilk .. had 
acted without authority, and that the four 
persona taken from the !&ent should "be 
cheerfully liberatAld." 

The conclusion 'Was an equitable one, and 
it should not be forgottAln that the concession 
had to be made at a most eritical juncture, 
when the Feders! reverses had ma.de the 

. position of the government extremely difficult, 
and the popular ferment against England for 
her supposed sympathy and support of the 
ConfederatAle was almost uncontrollable. 

Whatever may have been the mistaken 
estimatAl of English feeling on the part of 
American agitators, it oould not be denied 
that the prompt declaration of neutrality by 
our government had secured the N orthem 
StatAle against a probable French intAlrvention 
on behalf of the South, while other statAle of 
Europe had followed our example. The for
eign envoys at Washington were now, in 
obedience to their governmenta, earnest in 
their representations to Mr. Seward that he 
oould not coneistently with intAlrnational law 
refu .. to comply with the demands made by 
Great Britain. 

Even before the prompt declaration sent 
by the Emperor of the French to Washington, 
M. Mercier, the French minister, bad spoken 
to Mr. Seward in the oame .. nee. On the 

23d of December Lord Lyona wrotAl to Earl 
Russell: "M. Mercier went, of his own accord, 
to Mr. Seward the day before yestAlrday, and 
expressed strougly his own conviction that the 
choice lay only between a compliance with the 
demands of England and war. He begged 
Mr. Seward to dismiss all idea of assistance 
from Franoe, and not to be led away by the 
vulgar notion that the emperor would gladly 
see England embroiled with the UnitAld StatAle 
in order to pursue his own plans in Europe 
without opposition." 

This was acuriously worded communication 
when it is read side by side with an intimation 
by Lord Palmeraten to the queen that he had 
been eredibly informed that Goners! Scott, 
while in Paris, had let it be understood that 
he was commissioned to propose to France to 
join the Northern StatAle against England, in 
which event Ute French province of Canada 
would be restored to the empire. " General 
Scott,» added the ja.unty premier, {{ will pro
bably find himself much mistaken as to the 
sucoess of his overtures; for the French gov
ernment is more disposed towards the South 
than the North, and is prohably thinking more -
about cotton than about Canada.." Whatever 
truth or falsehood there may have been in the 
rumour about General Scott, Lord Palmerston 
was right in his conclusion. General Scott 
may have heen a politieal Captain Wilkes, 
assuming an authority for which he had no 
warrant, and this seems probable from the 
attitude preserved towards England by Presi
dent Abraham Lincoln. He, as well as other 
eagacious leaders in the Northern States, mnst 
have seen that the British govemment was 
acting loyally in declaring the South to be a 
belligerent and annonncing oompletAl neutrsI
ity. We needed cotton as much as France 
did. A whole mannfacturing indnstry in Eng
land was parsIysed-a whole population in 
deep distress for the want of it, and, in addi
tion to this, the Southern StatAle would have 
maintained free-trade with England, and the 
North had imposed duti ... many of which 
were almost prohibitive in relation to English 
eommeree. Mr. Linooln recoguized this, and 
with his clear good .en .. also saw that to 
persist in supporting the action nf Captain 
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Wilkes would be inconsistent. The claim of 
right of search in free ports had been aban
doned in all civilized states, and the United 
States governments had been specially active 
in abolishing it. "This is the ftry thing the 
British ca.pta.insused to do,"sa.i.d Mr. Lincoln. 
" They claimed tbe right of searching Ameri
can ahips and e&nj'ing men out of them. That 
was the cause of the war of 1812. Now we 
cannot abandon our own principles. We shall 
bve to give these men up, and apologize for 
what we have done." 

Happily the terms of the despatches frcm 
England were, as Mr. Seward said, courte.
ous and friendly, DOt dictatorial nor men~ 
acing, and the task of reconciling his govern
ment to a pacific course was therefore the 
easier. The commissioners and the secretaries 
were liberated, and were sent to. this country 
in a British man-of-war. It was no long time 
since international courtesies had been ex
cha.nged-the eldest son of the queen had been 
welcomed with enthusiasm in the States, and 
England was grateful. In the despatch itself 
the real horror' which would be f.lt at the 
approach of hostilities between the two coun
tri .. was suggested. But though this feeling 
was general, there was still a strong party on 
each side which maintained a hostile attitude 
by respectively abusing Englaod and speaking 
with dislike, if not with contempt, of the 
N orthorn States of America, whUe certain 
newspapers on both Bides accentuated the in
vective and helped to maintain the ill.feeling. 

Sir Statl'ord N orthcote had been one of the 
longest if not one of the most effective speakers 
against thQ budget of 1861, and though he 
had apparently Dot forgotten that he was once 
private secretary to 'Mr. Gladstone, and always 
spoke of the chancellor of the exchequer as 
"my right honourable friend," he persisted in 
contending tbat the calculations for the Dnan
cial year would be fa\lsciouB. On this occa
sion Sir Statl'ord Northcote may be BSid to 
have first come prominently to the front and 
to have achieved decided success as a par-

.liamentary speaker, though he was already 
known as an authority in figures, for he had 
oat, as it were, at the feet of the great Gama-

liel of Dnance. Mr. Disraeli BSid that the 
chief credit of the debate on the opposition 
side belonged to Sir Statford Northcote, and 
doubtless the attack on the budget was sharp 
aud the argoments against it were carefully 
arranged, but we have seen how the measure 
passed, and the paper duties were abandoned 
in spite of the forebodings of those who d ... 
plored the tendency to remove all tax.s on 
cheap newspapers, and who, not having altered 
their views as Mr. Gladstone had altered his, 
still regarded such imposts as necessary, or at 
least desirable, for II preventing the.' circula
tion of bad matter;" a result, by the by, 
which the old oppressive taxes on cheap pub.. 
lications had never effected, as could be shown 
by turning to the fileS (if any exist) of many 
scandalous periodicals issued between the 
years 1830 and 1850. When the budget for 
1862 was brought forward both Mr. Disraeli 
and Sir Statford Nortbcote were ready to 
renew the attack. That budget, though not 
80 elaborate as the preceding one, was, like 
some of its predecessors, a remarkable exposi
tion of the resources of the country and of a 
scheme for providing an adequate revenue 
notwithstanding adverse circumstances and an 
expeIiditure, some items of which, like the 
sum spent for fortifications, had not been 
approved by the chancellor of the exchequer. 

The civil war in America had slready begun 
to make its etl'ects felt. In the first quarter 
of the year our exports to the States had 
diminished frcm £21,667,000 to £9,058,000, 
being a difference of DO less than £12,609,000. 
There had been great distress. enforced idle~ 
ness, and 8. consequent enormous lOSB of pro
duction. The harvest of 1861 had been de
Dcient in qusntity, and the winter of 1860 had 
been one of such severity tbat the distress in 
London and our large towns strained tbe p* 
visions of the poor-law beyond their ordinary 
limits, and at last, so far as London was con
cerned, almost caused a brea.k-down in the 
system, which had to be largely supplemented 
by private charity and. public subocription. 
All these causes operated to diminish the 
revenue, and yet so successful had been the 
financial operations of the previous year an~ 
the working of the commercial treaty with 
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France, that the revenue showed an increase 
of £2,000,000. While our trade with the 
United States had seriously diminished, that 
with France had increased in & Bingle year 
from £2,190,000 to £6,910,000. Unfortun
ately there had been a nearly correspond
ing increase of expenditure. The chancellor 
of the exchequer announced that the reel 
expenditure of the poet year was mach greater 
than the eetimate by meane of eupplementery 
grants in 1861 and 1862, principally in refer
ence to the deepeteb of troope to Canada and 
a small amount to China; so that the actua1 
expenditure of the past year was £70,878,000. 
The total expenditure of the year 18~1 
was £72,504,000. The revenae of the poet year 
was £69,670,000. This was a decrease, taking 
into account circumstances connected with the 
financis.l year, of £809,000. This muet be 
considered aatisfactory, when it was remem
bered that in 1861-62 they hed perted with 
three items of revenue-by reducing the in
come-tax la. in the pound, making £850,000; 
the peper duty, involving a I ... on the last 
.ix months of the financial year of £665,000; 
while no malt eredit had been taken up, as 
was the case in 1860-61 to tho extent of 
£1,122,000. It was not a fact that the revenue 
W&B declining. In the cuetoms, on the tiret 
three qu&rtera of last year there was au in
creaae of £468,000, but in the last quarter there 
hed been a deereaae of £100,000. Yet al
though the groee revenue had fallen off by 
£609,000, the cuetome had exceeded the eeti
mate by £464,000, the et&mpe by £130,000, 
tax .. by £10,000, the income-tax by £15,000, 
and the miseellaneoUB by £81,000. In the 
excise there hed been a falling.off amounting 
to £466,000; there had been a I ... on spirits, 
hope, and peper. With regard to the eati· 
mates, that of the China indemnity, which 
had been placed at £750,000 hed only reelieed 
£478,000 up to September, but when the two 
quartan due in Maroh were paid there would 
be a grou receipt of £658,000. There were 
other deductions which would make the whole 
Bum actually received this year from this 
source only £266,000. The total .. timate of 
expenditure was £70,040,000, the estimated 
to¥ revenue would be £70,190,000. There 

was DO prospect of the remission of taxes, but 
rather of heavy expenditure which would 
make edditional taxation necessary. The 
total result of the treaty of commerce, includ. 
ing the increase in foreign and colonial ex
ports, showed an amount of £10,000,000. 
The government had determined to do with· 
out a 1ml'plus, and to impose DO new taxes, 
reserving to themeelves the privilege of taking 
the necessary stepe to meet any contingency 
which might arise. There could be no remis
sion of taxes, but the burden of the countrY 
would be . lighter by £600,000 or £700,000. 
Demands had been made on the government 
by vanoDB intereets, to which Mr. Gladstone 
referred, but it was propceed to make lOme 
chnngee in other matters. The inereaaed s0-

briety of the people and a diminished power 
of coneumption had caused lOme falling off in 
the eetim&ted amount derived from the spirit 
duties, and it was not propoeed to touch them. 
The sugar duti .. being classitied dutiee were 
uneqnal in their presrure; bnt the difficulties 
of removing this classification were 80 great 
that no change could be effected without " 
complete inquiry into the snbject, and he 
would consequently be prepered to .... ent to 
a committee for the pnrpcee. With regard 
to the malt credits, no case for a change had 
been made out, and an a.lteration would de
prive the revenue of £1,300,000 a year. The 
minor duties on exports and imports, while 
entailing an amount of labour in collection 
which gave them a claim to repeal, yet 
amounted to £182,000; and with a SurplDB 
of £150,000 it was not possible to dee! with 
them, besides which they atfoeded a means to 
the Board of Trade of obtaining valuable 
statistical information. But he was willing 
to grant an inquiry into the subject. With 
regard to the wine duties, there was a favour
able increase in the trade; but on the whole 
it was determined to retain what was called 
the alcoholic test, but a.ltering and modifying 
it by reducing the four sca.1 .. to two, admit,. 
ting all win .. from 18 to 26 degrees of a.lcohol 
at a duty of 11., while from 28 to 42 the ocale 
would be raised from 21. fitl. to 21. 6d., and 
above 45 an edditional duty of 3d. on every 
edditional riee of strength. This would yield 
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a net gain of £15,000 a-year to the revenue. 
Coming to the hop duties the cha.nCellor of 
the exchequer announced that it was not 
possible to surrender duti.. which yielded 
£300,000 ... year on the average. -He propoeed, 
however, to do something in the way of com
mutation by readjusting the system pi brewers' 
licenses and including in them a charge for 
the hop duty; while, at the same time, relief 
would be given to emaIIer brewers in respect 
of the charge for their li08llllO& The result 
of this plan would be to eecnre to the revenue 
nearly as much duty as DOW, while it would 
cause a complete free trade in home and 
foreign hopa The customs and excise duty 
on hope would be repealed hom next Sep
tember; and it was aleo propoeed, as regarded 
private hrewere, to exempt from liosnee &II 

brewing carried on by the labouring clase ... 
By this financial operation there would be & 

loss to the revenue of £45,000. 
These being the proposel& of the govern

ment, Mr. Gladstone reviewed the financial 
resulte of the past three Ye&r8. He pointed 
out tha.t it was an error to suppose that the 
public expenditure was still growing, for thot 
of 1861 was 1 ... thon thot of 1860, while in 
the yeaz ensuing there was a decrease in the 
eetimstee of over £700,000. Putting aside new 
items of expenditure which had never been 
included in the eetimstee before, the aetual 
diminution was £1,700,000. But the level of 
our expenditure etill demanded attention, for 
it was a higher level than could be borne with 
comfort and eatisfaetion by the people, or thon 
was compatible with a BOund condition of 
finance. The growth of expenditure was partly 
owing to the growing wanta of the country; 
then to a. sense of insecurity which had pre
vailed in the country; next to the influence of 
the esteblishmente and expenditure of other 
nations; and lastly, to special demands which 
had arisen out of exigencies which had sprung 
up-demands which were in anbstance, and in 
everything except the' name, war demande. 
«With respect to the state of establiehmente 
and expenditure abroad," eaid Mr. Gl&detone, 
ct I do not know whether honourable members, 
in their perusal of the journals and in their 
oheervation of the condition of other countries, 

have fully comprehended what a race' the 
governments of the world are running, and at 
what .. fearful pace outeide of England Da
tional obligations are now in course of accumu
lation.» N ea.rly all countries were in the 8Il.me 
predicament, and the only t10urishing budget 
he had seen was th.t of the Ottoman Empire. 
During the l&et twenty years France had 
added 250 mi1liono to her debt, of which 180 
millions was ~ot attributable to war expendi
ture. Austria and Ruaaia had added to their 
debte, and the financial year of 18~1' alone 
had added to the state debte of &II the great 
countries 200 millions of money. England 
had not added to her debt, but among extra,. 
ordinary expenees there was the cost of the 
war with China, which had been £7,054,000. 
In the l&et three Ye&r8, what might be ca.1led 
war expenditure, including China, New Zea
land, and the deepatch of troope to North 
America, was £8,600,000. To meet this ex
traordinaryexpenditure the income-tax had 
risen since 1859 by three millions, and, includ
ing the spirit duties and other imposts, there 
had been taxes imposed exceeding five millions. 
The taxes reduced or abolished amounted to 
over ~onr millions. Their extraordinary re
sources were now at an end j and if they 
looked into the future, and asked themselves 
how provision was to be made for it, they 
must make their reckoning without these re
sources. About eleven millions had been de
Toted in the last three years to extraordinary 
expenditure, of which six millions had been 
met by extraordinary resouroee, and live mil
liono by taxes drawn from the people. Ae 
regarded the revenue it had increased since 
185~9 by upwards of four millions in 
1861-62. We had p8eeed through exceptional 
years without going into the market for loans, 
but, as he had remarked, a.1l other extraordi- , 
nary resources were now exhausted, and to 
meet casualties which· might occur it was only 
to ordinary sources of revenue we had to look, 
and any difficulty which might be anticipated 
was only to be met hy the appliCBtion of the 
principles of true and strict economy. 

The bndget was attacked by Mr. Disracli 
with hie wonted vigour. He accueed Mr. 
Gladstone of profusion; of having by the re-
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pea.! of the paper duty sacrificed a surplus of 
a million and a half for the sake of a barrell 
triumph over the upper house. He had cal
culated his loss at £655,000, when it waa 
£850,000. "The right honourable gentlem&D.,» 
he said, "never proposes a vote-and it falls 
to him to propo .. the moot profuse votes that 
any minister in time of peace ever brought 
forward-he never does this without an inti
mation that he does not sanction in his heart 
the expenditure he recommends. . . . How is 
it that the party which preach .. retrenchment 
and reduction-who believe all our estimates, 
especially the naval and military estimates, 
a.re much too extravagant-who are opposed 
to fortifiC&ti~ns, and who do not much like 
iron ships-how is it that. this party always 
support a minister who is bringing forward 
these excessive estimates and who provides for 
this enormous expenditure1 Well, that is a 
great question. This at least we know, that 
while the spendthrift is weeping over pence
while this penurious prodigal is proposing this 
enormous expenditure-he always contrives 
to repea.! some tax w gratify the illtereets or 
prejudices of the party of retrenchment. No 
wonder, then, we hear no longer the same 
character of the income-tax; no wonder we 
are no longer reminded of ·that compact eD

tered into by the house and accepted by the 
conntry for its gradual and permanent aholi
tion. Unless the house expresses, on a. fitting 
occasion, its opinion, there is very little hope 
of our obtaining any redress.in this respect. 
• • . Who will deny that this position ofaffairs 
is peculiar and perUoust I remember some 
years ago, when the right honourable gentl ... 
ma.n was at the head of a small party, not 
then absorbed in the gn1f of Lihara1iom, that 
we heard much prattle about politiea.! morality. 
What then most distinguished the right hon
oUl'&ble gentlema.n and his friends was their 
monopoly of that admirable quality. They 
were perpetually thanking God that they were 
Dot as other men, and always pointing their 
fingers at those nnfortunate wights who sat 
opposite to them. Now we see the end of 
'politic8J. morality! We see the position to 
which politiea.! morality has brought the fin
ance of a great nation. I denounce tbia Bystem 

88 one detrimental to the character of public 
men, a.nd most injurious to the fortunes of the 
realm." 

This was a telling example of what was 
regarded as a "damaging speech" from the 
leader of the opposition, but it had DO very 
damaging effect, for the house knew pl .. tty 
well that Gladstone hod objected to the fOl·ti
ficatiOD scheme, and had spoken with no un
certain and no insincere voice against the 
growing tendency to increased expenditure. 
It was for this res&on that the party of re
trenchment trusted him, for they knew that 
if the time should come when retrenchment 
could he praetioed, h. would he able to use his 
extraordinary financial skill to secure the re
suifB to which he had declared he looked for
ward with anxiety. No very lengthy reply was 

needed. After having answered some of these 
representationa of his opponent, Mr. Glad
stone reminded his hearers that the repeal of 
the paper duty was said to be an improvident 
proposal; yet the opponents of that measure 
proposed to part with £950,000 of tea duty, 
which 'Would have been 80 much addition to 
ttJ,e a1leged deficiency. He was well content 
to he ea.lled by Mr. Dioraeli the most profuse 
chancellor of the exchequer on record. He 
was satisfied to bear any epithets of vituper
ation he had a1readyproduced or might produoe 
on a future occasion. It was not difficult to bear 
the abuse of the right honourable gentleman 
when he remembered that far better men than 
himself had had to sull'er it. But he should 
be still more content if the effect of his oppo
nent's speech was such as to bring the house 
and the collntry to a due sellSe of the gravity 
of the :financial Bituation,a.nd the necessity for a 
reduction of expenditure. With regard to the 
income-tax, he did not desire tha.t it should be 
permanent; and if the oonntry could be gov
erned by something about £60,000,000 it oould 
be done without-but it could not he aboliahed 
with an expenditure of £70,000,000. He did 
not yet despair of reduction and retrenchment, 
though he did not look forward to oweeping 
reductions. 

To Sir Stafford N orthcote, who had risen 
early to oppose his financial propoea.ls, he had 
already mad. & reply, in which he bed said 
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he did not deny his responsibility as chancellor 
of the exchequer, but it was not quite so exten
sive as the honoura.ble baronet had represented 
it. He was not responsible for the estima.tes in 
every department of the goverDment. If he 
were, the heads of those departmeuts might be 
abolished altogether. His duty was to .. e 
that there was no Isvish expenditure of the 
public money when he had it in his power to 
prevent it. He had never denied the respon
sibility of the house or the government. On 
the contrary, he hed alwaya asserted it. The 
complaints out of doors about taxation were 
ao great that the question required the sorioua 
attention of Parliament. To ,this Mr. Glsd
stone added that he had to provide £70,000,000 
in a time of peace, and he believed that when 
the right honourable gentleman (Sir Stafford 
N orthcote), or the right honourable gentlema.u 
by his side (Mr. Diaraeli), took his plsco they 
would be able to do it. 

Sir Stafford N orthcote, who was acknow
ledged by competent judges to be the risiug 
man, steadily climbing upward to the future 
chancellorship of the exchequer, had beeD, as 
we have seen, private secretary to Mr. Glad
Btonewhen that gentlelD&D was president of the 
Board of Trade under Sir Bobert Peel in 
1843-45. HisanceotorwaaSir John Northoote, 
who wrote certain DOtes on the Long Parlia
ment. Sir Stafford entered the house 88 mem
ber for Dudley in 1855, but in 1857 did not 
venture to oppose the numbers who had evi
dentlydetermined tovote for Mr. Henry Brins
ley Sheridan the Radical candidate, and so va
cated his seat, to be returned in the following 
year for Stamford. He came to Parliament 
with a reputation already established, and in 
1859 he was appointed financial secretary to 
the treasury. Associated with several philan
thropic and educational movements and justly 
regarded as eminently trustworthy, he poe.-
8OBged both taste and aptitude for figures, and 
his friends were not slow in assigning to him 
the chancellorship of the future. It was asid 
by others that he was more fitted for an ac
tuary or manager of a great bank. These 
underrated his abilities, probably beeause 
he was a monotonous and prosaic speaker, 
though he waa ready and even fluent. At 

that time he seemed to have but a small hori
zon, his views were not extensive enough for 
a chancellor of the exchequer who had to com
pete with Gladstone, but he had a. certa.in 
determination of manner, and was a clear fin
ancial critic, in fact was much more skilled in 
minute anatomy of an opponent's statements 
than in constructing any brood and efl'""tive 
scheme of his own. In 1861 Sir Stafford 
N orthcote was returned for North Devon, 
and by that time he had completely gained 
the respect of the house no less for his. honour
able integrity than for the practics! ability 
which he a.ftel'\Vards had an opportunity of 
displaying as secretary for the Board of Trade. 

Notwithstanding the distress which had 
been felt in London in the previous year, and 
which was still prevailing in the cotton manu
facturing districts, and in spite of some of 
those signs of want and discontent which 
took the ultimate form of outrages by those 
men who BOught to ca.rry out the decisions 
of trades-umonaby physics! force, the de
struction of machinery, and dangerous or 
even murderous assaults upon fellow-labourers 
who chose to work without the control of 
their -society; the general prosperity of the 
oountry was promising. The death of the 
Prince Consort had, as we have seen, cast a 
gloom upon the project for repeating in 1862 
the experiment of a great international ex.hi
hition similar to that of 1851; but the scheme 
was not suffered to fall through, and his valu
able aid had at least been secured for its in
ception and the settlement of many of the 
primary arrangements. Early in 1861 the 
site of the building had been chosen. It was 
a lsrge space of ground in front of and inclos
ing the grounds of the Horticultural Society, 
and upon the Kensington Gore estate, which 
was purchased out of the fund. arising from the 
first exhibition. The ground was bounded by 
four roods: Cromwell Road forming its south
ern limit, Exhibition Road ita eastern, Ken
sington Road its northern, and Prince Alfred 
Road its western. The area was much larger 
than that of the former bmlding in Hyde 
Park. The length of the space under glass 
there was 1848 feet and its breadth 408, with 
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48 feet additional for machinery, or, with the 
galleries, about 1,000,000 feet of flooring space. 
Th. building of 1862 was about half as larg. 
again, and this increase was rendered neces
sary, not only because of the expectation of 
increased exhibits from various parte of Engw 

land, but in vi.w of the applicatione likely to 
be made by France and our colonies. 

The design of the building as furniehed by 
Ceptain Fowke, R.E., differed .... ntially from 
those of the former "Crystal Pal~.JJ The 
main walls Were of brick up to 60 feet, and 
though iron and glass formed a considerable 
portion of the etructnre, mueh of the lighting 
was by meane of cl.reetori .. through a oolid 
and compact roof. This w .. ne.eeearUY the 
caee in the fine art departm.nt, .. it had been 
found that the iron and gJaee roofs did not 
give complete eecnrity against damp, and .. 
loan collectione of valuable paintings, includ
ing eome of the art treasuree from the Man
chester exhibition of the previous year, and a 
number of priceless examples of the works of 
the great paintere of the century, from all 
countries, were to be included, it was neces
eary to adopt adequate meane for their pro
tection. Five noblemen and gentlemen were 
appointed under the original patent of incor

, pomtion to take the direction; namely, Earl 
Granville, Mr. Wentworth Dilke, the :Mar
quis of Chandos, Mr. Thomae Baring, M.P., 
and Mr. Thomae Fairbairn, and they were 
left to Beek efficient advice and assistance in 
carrying out the work. 

During the latter part of the tim. that the 
building wae approaehing completion, and 
even at the opening ceremony and for a little 
while after the exhibition was inaugurated, 
the echom. met with conoiderable disparage

,ment. There were constant objections to the 
eite, to the style of the building, and to the 
euppoeed inferiority of ito contento to thoee 
of the firet greet "world's fair" of 1851. 
People ehook their heade eagacioualy to em
phasize the opinion that one can never repeat 
a great 8uccess. Othen said the atl1lcture 
resembled a factory or a gigantic warehouse, 
and propheeied that ito contento could Dot b. 
properly exhibited even if they were worth 
eeeing. Again dnring the liret daye of imper-

feet arrangement it was currently declared 
that the place wae only a gigantic bazaar for 
the display of the goode of enterprieing, or 
rather advertising, tradesmen. 

The commissioners might well have been 
daunted; but the money was forthcoming, 
the building wae completed by the etipulated 
time, and though the unpromising proepecto 
of ito euce ... eeemed likely to be confirmed 
because of the mourning into which the queen 
wae plunged by the death of the prince, whose 
name and prestige it was beliend would carry 
it into public favour, and the opening cere
mony wae unettended by the pomp and cele
bration of a royal inauguration, the truth at 
Jaet dawned upon the public mind that ae a 
real international exhibition it was superior 
to ito predecessor not only in the variety of 
the display, put in the eviden ... which it 
contained of the progreee made in arts, manu
factures, and iIiventions during the eleven 
yeers that had eJapeed. 

Unfortunately there were emall quarrels 
and jea1ouoiee amoDg the propoeed directora 
of the musical performance at the opening 
ceremony, and Mr. Costa having objected 
to conduct the cantata, or whatever it was 

. called, compoeed by Profeeeor Bennett to the 
words of the poet laureate, went off in a sulk, 
and Mr. Sainton was invited to take his place. 
The following were the words:---:-

Uplift a thoull8Jld voices, full and sweet. 
In this wide hall with earth's inventions stored, 
And praise th' invisible universal Lord, 

Who lets once more in peace the nations meet, 
Where Science, Art, and Labour have outpour'd 

Their m.yriad hol'Dl of plenty at our feet 

0. silent father of our Kings to be, 
Mourn'd in this golden hour of jubilee, 
For this, for all, we weep our thanks to thee I 

The world-eompelling plan was thiDe, 
And. 10 I the long laborious miles 
Of Palaoe; 10 I the giant aiel., 
Rich in model and design; 
Harvest-tool and husbandry, 
Loom, and wheel, and engio'ryj 
Secreta of the sullen mine, 
Steel and kOld. and corn and 1Iine; 
Fabrio rough or fairy fine, 
Sunny tokellll of the Line i 
Polar marvela, and a feast 
Of wonder, out of Weet and East, 
And ahapea and hues of part diviDe I 
All of beauty. all of use, 
That one fair planet can produce., 
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Brought from under every star. 
Blown from over every main, 
And mixt, as life is mirl with pain, 
The works of peace with works of war. 

o ye, the wise who think, the wise who reign, 
From growing commerce loose her latest chain, 
And let the fair white·winged peacemaker fly 
To happy havens under all the sky, 
.And mix the seasons and the golden hours, 
Till each man finds his own in all men's good, 
And all men work in Doble brotherhood, 
Breaking their mailed fleets and armed towers, 
And ruling by obeying nature's powers, 
And gathering all the fruits of peace and crown'd 

with all her Rowers. 

On the 1st of May the exhibition was 
opened, and though her majesty was not pre
sent an imposing pageant paesed in procession 
through the building, consisting of civic dig
nitaries, foreign ambassadors, including the 
Japanese envoys, and her majesty's ministers, 
who met to receive the commissioners, who 
presented an address to the Duke of Cam
bridge. His roy&! highn ... represented the 
queen on the occasion, and after the formal 
procession decla.red the exhibition open in her 
majesty's name. 

It may be mentioned here that it remained 
open until the 1st of November, when it was 
oomputed that the tot&! number of visito", 
had been 6,117,450, or about 60,000 fewer 
than the gross number of visitors to the exw 

hibition of1851; but it must be remembered 
that the condition of the people in some of 
our large centres of industry accounted for 
some falling off, and probably there were 
fewer foreign visitors, though the" foreign 
exhibitors numbered 16,456 against 6566 in 
1851. A contemporary account of the build
ing and its contents, touching upon the eviR 
dencea of progress -witnessed in the various 
departments, remarked ,-

"' It is only eleven years since the last ex· 
hibition,' BOme people may say; C and eleven 
years hence there will be still more to see.' 
When there will be another exhibition is a 
question which depends upon persona and 
things far beyond our"kan or control; but if 
time be measured by improvement or by 
mere change, then these last eleven yeat'S 
have been twenty·two. Since the last exhi
bition there have come up the Armstrong 
gun, the Enfield rifte, and iron-plated ships; 

several new gold-fields, with a proportionate 
development of the colonies; the' opening of 
China and J.pan; the eumple of the Man
chester exhibition, leading to our new picture
gs1lery; the addition of Rome and Naples to 
the list of exhibitors; a greatly increased 
rivalry in glass, in porcelain, in iroD, in paper, 
in furniture, in jewelry, and many other 
things. Onyx marble has been discovered. 
Machinery hu been applied to many pur
poses hitherto left to un&BBiated hand labour. 
Medirev&! architecture has fairly taken root 
in the national mind. Our ships of war are 
doubling their tonnage, fining their lines, and 
thickening their iron coats. Photogmphy, the 
electric telegraph, and instruments for mea.-
suring and recording msteorologieal changes 
bave made a great start.' All the nations of' 
the earth are interchanging their productions 
much more freely than. eleven years ago. Corn, 
wine, and oil are more abundant, and come 
bere in greater varieties. The wealth of the 
world has increased, and the exhibitors ha.ve 
better hope of turning their pains to good 
account than they had eleven yeam ago. All 
these differences in the comparison of the two 
periods have told on the exhibition, and made 
it in -all respects vaStly 1a.rger and more 
beautiful than that of 1851. It ha. suffered 
some sad blows, but they are from without 
rather than within. The lOBS of its great 
patron and promoter seemed at first hardly 
possible to get over. A still deeper wound 
has been struck at its success by the distre .. 
of the manufacturing districts. But whoever 
can visit it, even at a cost of time and money 
somewhat beyond bis wont, will find tbat be 
bas no reason to regret an expenditure which 
tea.ehes him more than books and companions, 
and pla.ces him, as it were, in the front rank 
of the world's material progress and outward 
civlliza.tion." 

The distrees in Lancsshire had indeed be
come very serious long before the Great Indus
trial Exhibition was closed, and it continued 
for a long time afterwardsj but tbe attitude 
of the suffering cotton operatives was one of 
courageous endura,nce, such as elicited the 
admiration not only of their countrymen, but 
of all Europe and of tbe Americans themselves. 
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On the 19th of January, 1863, Mr. President 
Lincoln, in reply to aD. address from the work. 
ing men of Manchester, who had sent to him 
a declaration of their hatred of slavery, said: 
.. I know and deeply deplore the sufferings 
which the working meD. at Manchester and in 
all Europe are called to endure in this crisis. 
It has been often and studiously repreeented 
that the attempts to overthrow this govem. 
ment, which .... built upon the foundation of 
human rights, and to substitute for it one 
which should rest exclusively on the basis of 
human slavery, was likely to obtain the favour 
of Europe. Through the action of our disloyal 
citizens the working men of Europe have been 
subjected to a severe trial for the purpose of 
forcing their sanction to that attempt. Under 
these circumstances I cannot but regard your 
decisive utterances upon the question as au 
instance of sublime Christian heroism which 
has not been surpassed in any age or in any 
country." Before the end of that year the 
price of middling New Orleans cotton in liver
pool was 29id. per lb. In 1854 the rate of 
the same quality of· cotton had been 5d. per 
lb. During 1861 the quotations had oon
tinned to average llid. per lb., and in 1862 
it had been 241d. Of course the high price 
in 1863 meant no supplies, and though efforts 
had been made to bring cargoes from Egypt, 
and the crops in India were looked forward 
to with Buch anxiety that a consignment of 
Surat was received with joyful manifestations, 
there was never enough to give good hope of 
resuming work except on very short time in a 

limited number of mills. 
The provisions made for the relief of the 

families of the Lancashire operatives were 
continued. In July, 1862, Mr. Villiers, pre
sidentof the Board of Trade, brought in a bill 
enabling every parish OV8l'burdened with local 
distress to claim a contribution from the com~ 

man fund of the unioo, and in committee an 
addition was made enabling the unions to raise 
money by IMo, or to resort to a rate in aid 
whenever the expenditure of a union exceeded 
31. in the pound. A Lancashire relief fund 
was also started, with an executive committee 
properly appointed. According to a statement 
made by Mr. Wileon Patten in the Hou .. of 

Commons the contributions to the fund in 
April, 1863, had shown the results of the 
munificent liberality of the nation. There had 
been collected by the Central Relief Commit
tee £959,000, in clothing and provisions to the 
value of £108,OOOj subscriptions from differ
ent localities, £306,000; private charity, 
£200,000; Mansion-hoose committee,£482,OOO; 
poor.law board, £680,000-in au a total of 
£2,735,000, of which £1,480,000 had been con
tributed by the county of Lancaster, so deter
mined was the courage and independence of 
the people there. It may well be understood 
that thongh this large sum had been received, 
and that the balance then in hand for oon
tinued distribution was £845,000, the distress 
was extreme. There was no margin for more 
than the provision of necessaries in extreme 
cases, and, indeed, the operatives were mostly 
reduced to extremity before they would COD

sent to receive assistance. 
In November, 1862, Mr. Cobden, in writing 

to Lady Hatherton, had said: "Imagine that 
the iron, stone, and coal were suddenly with
held from Staffordahire, and it giv .. you but 
an imperfect idea of what Lancashire, with ita 
much largor population, is suffering from the 
want of cotton; it reverses the condition of 
the richest county in the kingdom, and makes 
it the poorest. A capitalist with £20,000 in
vested in buildings and machinery may be 
almost on a par with his operativ .. in desti
tution if he be deprived of the raw material 
which alone makes his capital productive. 
Bad as is the state of thinge, I fear we are 
only at its oommencement, and unhappily the 
winter is upon us to aggravate the sufferings 
of the working people. The evil is spreading 
through all c:1assee. The first effeete will be 
felt on the small ehopkeepere; the weak inill
oWDers will come next.. I met a magistrate 
yesterday from Oldham, and he told me that 
at the1ast meeting of the bench four thousand 
assessments were exempted from payment of 
poor-ratee on the plea of inability of the par
ti .. to pay I How rapidly this must aggravate 
the preesure on the remainder of the property 
of the union! There will be another meeting 
of the Manchester Committee next Monday, 
at which it will be proposed to extend it 10 a 



GEORGE PEABODY. 127 

National Committee, and the queen will be 
solicited as Dueheee of Laneaster to allow her 
name to appear as its patron. An energetic 
effort will then be made to cover the whole 
kingdom with local eommitteeo7 and then in
stitute a. general canvas for subscriptions. By 
this means we may keep matters in tolerable 
order till Parlliunent meets, but there is a. 
growing opinion thet we ehall have to apply 
to parliament for imperial aid. People at a 
distance, who learn that the poor-rates in 
Lancashire are even now less than they are 
in onlinary tim .. in the agricultural distric1B, 

canuot nuderstand this helpleeen .... and dea
titution. They do not perceive how excep
tional this state of thing> is. Lancashire, with 
ita maehinery stopped, is like a man in a faint,. 
ing fit. It would be as rational to attempt to 
draw money from the one as blood from the 
other. Or it may be eompared to a strong 
man suddenly struck with paralysis; until the 
uae of his limbe and muscles be restored to 
him, it is useless to tell him to help himself/' 

We have seen what had then been done to 
increase poor-law relief. In September, 1862, 
twenty-four poor-law unions in the distressed 
districts afforded out,.door relief to 140,165 
peraone, at a weekly eost of £7922, whieh re

presented aid to 100,000 persons in excess of 
the relief of the eorresponding period of the 
previoua year. On the week ending 27th of 
December the want was far more excessive, 
the relief lista ehowing the alarming total of 
496,816 persons dependent on charitable or 
parochial fnude, while the 1088 of wages was 

estimated at about £168,000 per week. 
Happily the fund for the relief of the suf

ferers was well supported, not only by noble 
and wealthy donors-among whom were the 
queen, who gave £2000, and the Viceroy of 
Egypt, who gave £1000 during his visit to 
London-but by the people themselves-ehop
keepel'lllJ employ6a, and even agricultural la
bourers, who eontributed pence from their 
own sma1llUld hardly ....... ed wages. It should 
not be forgotten either that BUbetantial aid 
and expressions of sympathy came to Lan ... 
sbire from various pal'ts of Europe, and that 
the Northern States of America were not be
hindhand in significant expressions of good-

will, which took the shape of consignments of 
provisions and other additions to the fund. 
This act of generosity amidst their own 
troubles and anxieties, and when their own 
fields la.y fallow and their own manufactures 
were still for want of the hands that were 
engaged in the deadly struggle, woe afterward. 
warmly remembered, as, indeed, it deserved 
to be; and though for a time it bad little ap
preciable effect in mitigating the rancorous 
declamations of a section of the public on both 
sides, it doubtless bad a very decided in:8uence 
in the ultimate restoration of reasonable and 
friendly feelinge, and contributed greatly to 
the mutual good nuderstanding that ensued, 
notwithstanding the affair of the Alabama and 
the IC cl.a.ims" that were so long a bone of con
tention between the two cOuntries. 

It is not out of place to note also, that, in 
the midst of the conflict of opinion and the 
increasing distress in the early days of 1862, 
Mr. George Peabody, a wealthy American 

. merchant in London, announced that it was 
his intention to give £100,000 for the benefit 
of the poor of this metropolis. Mr. Peabody 
was a native of Danvers, in the State of Mas
sach~etta. He was born on February 18, 
1795; his parents were in humble circum
stancee, and his early education was aequired 
at the district" common schoo!." At the age 
of eleven he was placed in a. grocer's store in 
Danvers, in which situation he spent four 
years. After a year's rnrallife with his grand
father in Vermont he went to Newburyport, 
Massachusetts, as clerk to his elder brother, 
who had opened a dry.goods shop there. He 
afterwards was in bl1sinet!lS with his uncle at 
Georgetown, district of Columbia, for two 
years. In 1814 he withdrew from this concern 
and hecame a partner with Mr. Elisha Riggs 
in -the dry-goode trade, Mr. Riggs furnishing 
the capital and Mr. Peabody the business 
Went. In 1815 the house was removed to 
Baltimore, and in 1822 branch houses were 
estabiished in Philadelphia and New York. 
In 1827 Mr. Peabody crossed the Atlantic for 
the first time to porth ... goods. In 1829 he 
became senior partner by the retiremeot of 
Mr. Riggs. On several oceasioos of his visits 
to England he WBS intruated with important 
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financial negotiations by the State of Mary: 
land. Early in l1la7 he took up his reeidence 
in England. In 1843 he withdrew from the 
concern of Peabody, Riggs, & Co., and founded 
& banking-bouse in London. In the crisis of 
1837 he rendered valuable ... istance towar\ls 
the maintenanCe of American credit in Eng
land. The banking-house he eetabllshed 'be
came the headquarters of his ocuntrymen 
resident in or passing through London and 
the centre of American news. His Fourth of 
July dinnerS at the "Star and Garter,'" Rich~ 
mond, BOon became public events, and served 
to bring English and American gentlemen 
together in agreeable interocuree. In 1852, 
at the bicentenary anniversary of his native 
town, he sent a cheque for 20,000 doIs. to be 
expended in the founding of a Iy .. um and 
library for the town. By subsequent dona
tions this sum was raised to 60,000 dols., and 
the institution was opened in or about 1857 
with great ~cIat. In the latter year he gave 
to certain citizens of Baltimore the Bum of 
500,000 do!s. to found an institute in that city 
for the promotion of science, literature, and 
the fine arts, the opening of which was re
tarded by the civil war in America. 

Mr. Peabody was presented with the free
dom of the city of London in recognition of 
his munificent gift. He afterwards added 
another £50,000 to it, and received a letter of 
tha.nks from the queen for his "more than 
princely munificence." Her ma.jesty would 
have conferred upon him either a baronetcy 
or the Grand CrOIll of the order of the Bath; 
but that Bhe undaratood he felt h4nse\f d ... 
barred nom accepting such distinctiollB. It 
only remained, therefore, for the queen to give 
Mr. Paabody the BBBuranoe of her personal 
feelings, which she further wished to mark by 
asking him to accept & miniature-portrait of 
herself, which she desired to have painted, 
and which, when finished, was either to be 
sent to him to America, or to be given to him 
on his return to the country which owed him 
BO much. Mr.Peabody replied: "Madam,! feel 
seriously my inability to express in adequate 
terms the gratification with which I have read 
the letter which your majesty haa done me 
~he high honour of tranBmitting by the handa 

of Earl Russell' On the occaaion which has 
attracted your -majesty's attention, of setting 
apart a portion of my property to ameIioratt> 
the condition and augment the comforts of the 
poer in London, I have been actuated by a deep 
BODBe of gratitude to God who has blessed me 
with prceperity,and ofattachment to thisgreet 
country, where, under your majesty's benign 
rule, I have received BO much personsl kind
ness and enjoyed so many years of happine88. 
Next to the approval of my own conscience I 
shall always prize the assura.nce which your 
majesty's letter conveys to me of the approba
tion of the Quean of England, who .. whole 
life has atteeted that her exalted Btation haa 
in no degree diminished her sympathy with 
the humblest of her aubjecta. The portrait 
which Tour majesty is graciously pleased to 
bestow on me I shall value as the most pre
cious heirloom that I can leave in the land 
'of my birth, where, together with the letter 
which your majesty has addressed to me, it 
will ever be regarded as an evidence of the 
kindly feeling of the Queen of the United 
Kingdom to a citizen of the United States." 
The AmeriC8ll war bad concluded when this 
letter was written, and above two years after
wards, in December, 1868, Mr. Peabody, who 
had returned from America, once more gave 
£100,000, bringing the total Bum to the superb 
amount of £250,000. Shortly afterwards he 
gave 1IIl0ther million of do\lara to his American 
Southern edueation fund. In October of the 
following year this \ihera! benefactor died at 
the residance of his friend,Sir Curtis Lampson. 
He was seventy-five years of age, and under 
his will he had left an additional amount for 
the benefit of the London poor, making alto.. 
gether a total of half a million BterliDg. His 
remains were placed in W .. tminster Abbey 
previous to being conveyed on board one of 
her majeety's ships to his birth-place in Ame
rica. The large su~ of money, which was 
placed in the hand. of truBtees for providiDg 
suitable dweIiinga for the Londen poer, ap
pears to bave been chiefly devoted, it is true, 

1 Tbl. wuln 1866; Lord Jobn Ruuell took hi. I8at In 
the BOUie ot Lord. in July. 1861,,, Earl Ruuellof KIng. 
atoo-B\lIMll In Donei and VlIcoUDt Amberle10f ArdI!alla 
In Meath. 
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to the purpose of huilding substanti&! houses 
on a model plan, and on a plan which will 
yield a certain dividend for the maintenance 
of the scheme j but it can scarcely be COD

tended that the s.ctua.\ly poor il!babitants of 
, London, or those who need benevolent aid, 
are those who have been chiefiy benefited, 
since the trust has rather been devoted to the 
provision of convenient and well-construeted 
tenements for thoSe decent tenants who can 
afford to pay a fair amount of rental. Doubt-
1 ... some good may ha.e been effected by thus 
enabling respectable mechanics and working 
people to obtain sound sanitary and reason
ably rated dwellings; but whether this kind 
of speculative provision quite represents the 
intentions of the phila.nthropic donor is per
haps a question which the trustees and their 
representatives can best aUBwer. 

Mr. Peabody's splendid gift of couree had 
nothing to do with the relief of distress in 
Lancashire, to which he was also no doubt a 
liberal contributor, but it had much signifi
cance iu repreaeutiDg the good feeling which 
continued to exist between numbers of 
thoughtful Americans and unbisssed Eng
lishmen. The efforts made for the specis! 
object of diminishing the sufferings of the 
people during the cotton famine were nume· 
rous and well sustained. Nor were they COD

fined to mere contributions or subscriptions. 
They included many personal endeavours, 
among the moot directly useful of which were 
those of Mrs. Gladstone, who during the first 
months of the ca.1amity visited the districts 
where the need was greatest, and while prac
tically ssoisting to alle.iste the wants of those 
who were on the spot had a number of the 
men, conveyed to Hawarden, where they were 
employed in making new roads and paths in 
the park. She a1eo establisbed at Hawarden 
an industriaJ. home for distressed Lancashire 
girls. Numerous endeavours of a similar 
kind were made in the suffering districts, and 
it is to be remarked that tbough the psinful 
effects of the cotton famine were felt long 
alter the American war was over and the 
mills were at work again, that time of trial 
had not been harren in good results, Be that 
we may well belie.e it proved of inealeulsble 
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after benefit 10 the whole population of the 
districts where its lessen had been patiently 
learnt. _ One of the most striking features of 
the time was the remarkable diminution in 
the number of deaths and the improvem.ent in 
the health of the majority of the people, even 
in those districts where the distress was most 
severely felt. This has been attributed to 
enforced temperance; it may have been also 
partially attributsble to a period of temporary 
rest. It should be noted, however, that means 
were taken for providing interesting ~ccupa.-
tion. Sehools were .. tablished for the in
struction not only of children but of adults, 
numbers of whom willingly devoted their now 
unemployed time to acquire the instruction 
which in their younger days they h.ad never 
been able to atta.in. Sewing-schools for 
women and girls were also opened in all parts 
of the manufacturing districts. Numbers 
were there taught how to make and to mend 
various garments, and carried the practical 
knowledge gsined in these sehools into their 
homes. The organization for relieving want 
went hand in hand with efforts for pro.iding 
occupations whieh would keep the people from 
brooding over their trouble, and be useful to 
them 10 their daily Ii .... 

During the whole time that the dearth of 
cotton continued the government and many 
wealthy and enterprising individus1s were 
using efforts to promote the growth of the 
plant in India and other. British dependen
cies, Be that we might not hereafter be wholly 
dependent on one source of supply. Some 
advances were also made in the introduction 
of impro.ed machinery for preparing and 
cleaning the fibre; aud railways and means 
of transit from the manufacturing districts to 
the seaports were still further developed. To 
the East and West Indies, New Zealand, 
Queensland---and outside tbe British empire, 
Brazil-consumera of ootton were lookiDg not 
without hope tha.t in the future, if not imme
diately, large supplies might be brought from 
thoee pI..... Of couree the supply incressed 
but' slowly, or rather absolute cessation of 
supply was only prevented by th ... mesns, 
especially as nothing came from the Africa.n 
cotton-fields when prices had considerably 

"IS 
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increased. The native growers there had no 
notion of working except when compelled; 
and the increased amount which they re
ceived when they conveyed the produce of 
their plantations to the ohore enabled them to 
.. ttle down to enjoyment-or what paeoed for 
it in their eotim.tion-&lld to leave the fieldo 
untilled and nnsown. The staple at mills 
.which resumed work was the Sura/,; and 
though thio was of inferior qua.lity, dirty, and 
difficult to manufacture, it was so much better 
than nODe at all that the people who could 
obtain employment were delighted at beingable 
to mainta.i.o their independence, and to leave 
the relief funds for the la.rge number who were 
necessarily Bupported by charitable efforts. 

Among the inBtitutions which were already 
in emtence and served both at the time and 
afterwards to mitigate the effects of such a 
sudden and protracted arrest of a great indua· 
try occupying a 1arge district, ohould be noticed 
those societies in which the principles of c0-

operation had been adopted and had proved 
successful. The 'co-operative societies of 
Rochda.le had not, it iB true, had many imita
tol'8, nor did it then seem as though the scheme 
which they had adopted was likely to find 
much extension in other parts of England 
and amidst other industries; but the circum
etan ... of the diatreee in Lancashire and the' 
survival during the cotton famine of the on
ginal .... ciations whose members had so long 
benefited by the provisions of the eyetem, at
tracted public attention to the question. Since 
that time cOo..()perative societies in one form or 
other have been regarded as valuable means 
for securing the mutual advantages of their 
members, and in London, societies embracing 
onEr branch of the original institutions have 
been organized in a manner which has more 

. than ODce threatened to change the entire 
method of buain... previonaly adopted by 
reta.il. traden in the metropolis. 

It sca.rcely needs to be soid that the actual 
or representative co-operative 8SBocia.ti~ in
cludea not only a common interest in the sale 
and profits of Deceeeary commodities reqnired 
by the memhero, but in the induatry in which 
the members are employed and by the 8Ucoeos 

of which they live. Such a notion was in the 
minds of many men even after the accelera.
tion of political progreee and the folly and 
ignorance of eelf-elected leaders had put an 
end to Ohartiom. Among the people who 
had looked at the indefinite promieee of com· 
munistic or socialistic leaders there were many 
who saw much possible reallty in them. That 
some such experiments had failed long before, 
when they were """,ciated with political agi
tation or with certain enopected philosophies 
or social vagaries, was no proof that the c0-

operative principle might DOt be commercially 
&annd. As a matter of fact it already neces, 
sarily existed, where a number of people were 
eDgaged in different work and held different 
degreee of importance to promote the asme 
enterpriBe. ID 1873 Carlyle had given ex· 
pression to the thought, or one might rather 
say the queotioD which was beingdiBcnssedelse
where among a few serious men. "Whether," 
as he puts it, "in some ulterior, perhaps some 
DOt far distant stage of the 'chivalry of 
labour' your master worker may Dot find it 
possible, and needful, to grant his workers 
permanent interut in his enterprise and theirs1 
So that it become in practical result, what in 
essential fact and justice it ever is, 0. joint 
enterprioe; all men, from the chief _ 
down to the lowest overseer and operative, 
economically as well. as loyally concerned for 
it1 Which question I do not answer. The 
&Dswer near, or else far, is perhaps: yes;
and yet we know the difficulties. Despotiom 
iB easential in most enterpriBes: I am told 
they do Dot tolerate 'freedom of debate' on 
board a seventy-four! Republican senate and 
plebilcits would not answer well in cotton 
mills. And yet obeerve there too, free!iom, 
not nomad's or ape freedom, but man's free
dom, this is indispensable. We must have it 
and will have it! To reconcile deepotiom 
with-well, is that such a mystery! Do you 
not already know the way 1 It iB to make 
your deepotiom juat. Rigorous as deetiny; but 
juat too as destiny and its laws. Tbe laws of 
God: all men obey theoe, and have no freedom 
at all but in obeying them. The way iB al
ready known, part of the way; and courage and 
some qualities are needed for walking in it. n 
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Thio is Carlyl .... but it needs little tra.Dsla- on which. in .... of I ... of work. they might 
tion in reference to a movement, some of the always fall back. The failure of the Rochdale 
permanent effects of which were apparent at savinge-hank. recently plundered by its actu
the time of the cotton famine twenty yeare ary to the extent of £70.000. had destroyed 
aftsrwarda That movement began in the all faith in that hitherto popnlar institution. 
latter part of 1843 in an association which It was under theee ci=unstances that twenty
had theoretieally in view wider results than eight Rochdale 1lannel-weavem managed to 
thoee that were to be effected by merely com- scrape together a sovereign each for the pnr
mercial or industrial C<H>peratiOll- The fimt pose of establishing a ehop in which they 
programme of the found .... of the C<H>perative might pnrch ... genuine groceries and other 
system at Rochdale included a provision "that necessaries ata moderate price, dividing among 
as soon as practicable this aociety shall proeeed themoelves whatever profits might remain at 
to arrange the powers of production. distribu- the end of the year. The viewe by which 
tion, education, and government; or in other they were actuated are very clearly exhibited 
words to establish a eelf-supporting home- in an account which they afterwards pub
colony of united interests to assist other lished of the lofty aime with which they 
societies in establishing such colonies. D Some made this very humble experiment. 
of this may seem visionary, but there was ,e The objects of this society are the social 
enough of BOund and solid fact remainjng after and intellectual advancement of its members. 
what was merely visionary had disappeared. It provides them with groceries, butcher' ... 
and when this and other C<H>perative asaocu.. meat, drapery goods, clothes, ehoes, clogs, &c
tiona which had been established on its 8%- There are competent workmen on the pre
perienees were consolidated and working, but mises to do the work of the members and 
Dot too freely, under the "Friendly Societies execute all repairs. The capital is raised in 
Act D of 1852. one pound shares, each member being allowed' 

Various abortive attempts had been made to take not less than five and not more than 
from time to time to realize the ideas on a hund.red, payable at once or by instalments 
which the co-operative societies were founded, of three shillings aud threepence per quarter. 
but they had failed, cbiefiy through the moral I The profits are divided quarterly as foUowe: 
and industrial defects of th ... by whom they first, interest at five per eent per annum OD 
were tried. At length an attempt was made all pa.id~up shares; second, two and a half per 
at Rochdale by meD wbo. though extremely cent off net profits for educatioual pnrposes; 
poor and almost destituts of book-learning. the remainder to be divided among the mem
were endowed with the qualifica.tioDS Deces-. bers in proportion to money expended. For 
sary for carrying the enterprise they under. the intellectual improvement of the memberB 
took to a BUccessful issue. there is a library consistiDg of more than 3000 

The example thus set was, followed in all volumes. The librarian is in attendance every 
the large towns of the manufacturing districta. Wednesday and Saturday evening from seven 
But we shall beet comprehend the nature of to half-past eight o·clock. The news-room is 
this great movement by fixing our attention weUsupplied with Dewspapers and periodicals, 
on the origin and progress of the Rochdale fitted up in a neat and careful manner, and 
society. which eerved as a pattern to the rest, fnrnished with maps, globes, microscope, tel", 
by wbom its rules and methods were almost scope, &e. The news.:.room and library are 
exactly copied. It was, as we have noted, at free to all members. A branch reading-room 
the cloee of the year 1843 that the Rochdale h .. been opened at Oldham Road. the reeders 
Equitable Pioneers Co-operative Store was of which meet every second Monday in Jan
first established. The new poor-law had pre- uary. April, July. and Oetcber. to chOose and 
vented the working men of that toWD from sell the papers. D 

looking, as they had previously been accus- Whatever may have been the OpinioDB of 
tomed to do. to parochial relief as a resource thoee who strongly objected to the system of 
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CCH)peratioD, and who prophesied ita ultimate 
failure, there could be no doubt tbat tbe en
deavour to provide the means of education 
and of intellectual culture formed a promising 
feature in the work that was then undertaken. 

It baa been claimed for theRocbdale pione .... 
that one of the chief reasons wby they became 
the advanced gcard of a great and astonish
ing progress was that they neither desired to 
pull down other classes nor to raise themselves 
out of then: own class, but to raise themselves 
by elevating the class to which they belonged. 
"They were men of courage and men of busi~ 
ness. Their aim and ambition was that the 
working classes should be well fed, well clad, 
well housed, well washed, well educated; in 
& word, that in the highest and best sense of 
the term, they should be respectable. If any 
taintof the socialistic and commwrlstic theories 
in which the society originated still adhered 
to them it was rapidly removed by the prae,. 
tical realities with which they bad to deal. 
The prodigious and rapid growth of the estab
lishment at the heed of which they were 
placed required cOnsiderable administrative 
ability, and it was forthcoming. To their 
honour it should be mentioned that, far from 
being actuated by any desire to monopolize the 
advantages they enjoyed, they were animated 
by a generous spirit of proselytism, which led 
them to put themselves to considerable trouble 
and expense in commuoiCRting to inquirers 
from all parts of the kingdom the r .. ulm of 
their experience, and aiding them in the for. 
mation of new societies.» The following ex
tract from a paper they printed at an early 
period of their history in order to send to all 
thOle who applied to them for information 
with a view to tbe formation of new societies, 
illustrates the spirit of generosity and wiedom 
by which they were animated:-

(f 1. 'Procure the authority and protection 
of the law by enrolment. 

2. Let integrity, intelllgence, and ability be 
the indispensable qualificatioDs in the choice 
of officen and managen, and not wealth or 
di8tinction. 

3. Let each member have only one vote, 
and make no distinction 88 regards the amount 
of wealth any member may contribute. 

4. Let majoritiee rule in aU matters of gov
ernment. 

5. Look well a.{ter money matters. Punish 
fraud, when duly established, by the innn ... 
diate expulsion of the defrauder. ' 

6. Boy your goods as mucb 88 possiWe in 
the first markets j or if you have the produce 
of your industry to sell contrive, if possible, 
to sell it in the best. 

7. Never depart from the principle of buy
ing and selling for l'eady money. 

8. Beware of long reckonings. Quarterly 
accounts are the best, and should be adopted 
when practicable. 

9. For the sake of security always have the 
accounted value of the 'fixed stock' at least 
one-fourth lees tban its marketable value. 

10. Let the members take care that the 
accounts are properly audited by men of their 
own choosing. 

11. Let committees of ma.nagement always 
have the authority of the members before 
taking any important or expensive step. 

12. Do not court opposition or publicity, nor 
fear it when it comes. 

13. Choose those only for your leeders 
whom you can trust, and then give them your 
confidence." " 

As a proof of the rapid success which at
tended the institution we may refer to the 
stetistics compiled on the tabl .. published in 
the almanacs of the Rochdale societiea The 
Dumber of members in 1844 was is, and the 
amount of the funds £28. In the following 
year there were 74 members, the funds had 
increased to £181; 8Jld out of £710 which 
represented the amount of business done there 
was £32 on the side of "profits.» In 1850 
the members had increased to 600, the fund. 
to £2299, the bnsinees to £13,179, the profits 
to £889. In 1855 there were 1400 members, 
£11,032 of funds; the bum ... done was 
£44,902, and the pro6ts £3106; and in 1860 
there were 3450 members, £37,710 in funda, 
business to the amount of .£152,083, and pro
fim reaching £15,906. 

After it had been carried on for seven years 
it was found that more money was offered for 
investment than could be pro6tablyemployed 
in the store. The directors, therefore, were 
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forced to consider what was to be done with 
their surplus capital. They could not con~ 
tinue to pay five per cent on it, as they were 
obliged to do b,. their rules, when it was not 
yielding them anything like that amount. 
The,. must therefore either find profitable 
employment for it or refuse to receive it. 
The,. determined on adopting the former of 
these two alternatives, and 88 at the time 
great complainmwere made of the qualityof the 
flour that was sold in the shops, much of w~ch 
was said to be adulterated, it waa determined 
in 1850 to establish a new eociety, to be called 
the Rochdale Co-operative Com-mill Society, 
for which a substantial mill waa erected in 
Weir Street, Rochdale. 

The spirit by which the :first co-operators 
were animated is illustrated b,. the fact that 
the,. determined not to erect the building b,. 
contract., thus incurring an additional expense 
of about £1000, but they cheerfully paid this 
difference, in the assurance that every man 
who had laboured in the construction of their 
mill had received a fair da.y'a wage for a fair 
day's work, and the,. added that the,. believed 
the money had been well spent, because the 
building was better and more substantial than 
it would have been if it had been erected· by 
contract. 

The progress made by this second co-oper
ative scheme was shown by the fact that in 
1860 the funds "",onoted to £26,618, the 
business don. to £133,125, and the profits to 
£10,164. The success of these two societies 
produced great confidence in the co-operative 
principle, and a general desire among the 
working-classes to invest their savings in them, 
which compelled th.leade1'8 of the co-operativ. 
movement to consider what farther employ
ment could be found for the funds thus forced 
upon th.m. Accordingl,., in the yesr 1854 
a. manufacturing society was formed on the 
same general principles as the store and corn
mill societ,., which seemed likely to prove 
equell,. successful. At'fi1'8t th.y earried on 
their operatioDs in rooms hired for the pur
pose, and on the 22nd of April, in the year 
1859, th.y laid the firet ltone of a cotton 
factory of their own, which the,. compl.ted 
without borrowing a penny, and with a large 

balance always in the bank. It was univer
aa1ly admitted to be on. of the largest, best
constructed, -and best-fitted in the borough 
of Rochdale, a town which was by no means 
behind ita neighbours in the size and excellence 
of ita factories. This grea.t work was scarcely 
finished when its owners found themselves in 
a position to commence another factory along
sid. of the first. Thes. two establishmenm 
together cost nearly £100,000, besides the 
amount of capital required for their working. 
Before the,. were completed and filled with 
machinery the American civil war broke out 
and prevented the experiment of a co-operative 
manufactory from having the ssm. fair trial 
that had been given to the other co-operative 
experiments, and which they had passed 
through ao triumphantly. The cotton famine 
rendered the newly erected factories almost 
useless and entirely profitl.... It compelled 
a great number of the shareholders to part 
with their shares to persons who were not so . 
full,. imbued as themselves with the original 
spirit of co-operation, and who purchased them 
simpl,. as a speculation. One of the resulm 
of this change of proprietorehip was, that a 
rule of_ the society which gave the operatives 
a share in the profita of the concern was abro
gated, and was not afterwards restored. 

But th'ese works were far from absorbing 
the whole of the Capital, which co-operation 
multiplied to an extent that s .. med almost 
magical. In the yeer 1860, while the first 
factory was still incomplete, & co-operative 
sick and burial lociety, founded on thoroughly 
sound principles, and carrying on its oper
ations upon the extended scale necessary to 
ensure the successful working of such institu_ 
tions; a co-operativ8 Turkish bath; and lastly, 
in the year 1861, & land and building society 
were established. 

The capital of these various institutions in 
the year 1861 waa thus estimated :-Co-oper
ative store, £39,335; corn-mill, £29,962 ; 
manufactnring society, £71,695; land. and 
building society, £1000; Turkish hath, £350; 
total, £142,342. DeductiDg loans from the 
store to other societies, £16,613, there was left 
& net capital of £125,729. This capital con
sisted of money or stock purchased by money, 
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and worth considerably more tha.n its coet 
price. 

In the year 1844 the whole -co-operative 
capital was £28. In the year 1850, which 
was the date of the commencement of the 
corn-mill, it was £2299; in the year 1854, in 
which the manufacturing society was founded, 
it had increased to £11,144; and in the year 
1861 it had risen to £125,729. 

At the time when the American war com
menced the example so Buceeadully set in 
Rochdale had been followed in elmoet all the 
great manufacturing towns. Tbey hed p ..... 
vided the working-clasees who inhahited them 
with a safe investment for their savings, from 
which they received five per cent rego1arly 
paid to them bceidea profits; they had also 
tsught them habits of frugality, temperance, 
patience, sobriety, and se1f-relia.ncs, and to 
thia it was in no emall degras due that when 
the cotton famine did come upon the working
classes of the manufacturiDg districts it found 
them prepared to bear it with a firmness and 
resolution which extorted the admiration of 
the civilized world: Doring that famine the 
original society :flourished in epite of the beavy 
drain caused by the withdrawal of their de
posits hy many of the membere, who were 
compelled by want of work to fall back on 
these resources. They, of course, underwent 
some temporary inconvenience, and during 
theae trying yeare there was a diminution in 
the amount of their businees and their profita 
But this was merely a temporary reverse, and 
as lOon 88 the famine ceased, aDd indeed even 
before it had ceased, the societies resumed 
their onward course, doing more business, 
obtaining greater profits, and paying larger 
dividends than ever. During the severest 
distress, when there was a kind of run on 
them for money, there W8.B never the alightest 
hesitation or delay in paying those who wiebed 
to withdraw their money in accordance with 
the ruJ .. of the societies. And this was the 
case, not in Rochdale oDly, but in elmost every 
part of the manufactoring districts in which 
co-operative societies had been founded on the 
Rochdale model. 

We have Been tha.t in 1852 co-opemtive 
societies .were eDl'Olled under. the Friendly 

Societies Act, which prevented them from 
dealing with any per&Ons except their own 
member&. In that year they obtained an act 
entitled the" Industrial and Provident Socie
ties Act,1I giving power to such societies to 
carry on trode as general dealers, and to eeJJ 
to nODMmembers, but still maintaining cert&in 
disabilities, one of which prohibited them from 
oocopying more than a single &Cl'e of land. 
In 1855 this act was amended by another, 
which, while it relieved them from some re
strictions, stiJJ prevented their holding more 
tha.n an acre of land. This was' in force till 
1862, when the prohihition as to land was re

moved; and it was Dot till after 1867, when the 
n IndUBtrial and Provident Societies Act" was 
passed, chiefly to explain some of the clauses. 
of the preceding act relating to the payment 
of income-tax by membere, that remaining 
disabilities were removed, and the societies 
were placed on the same footing as individua.Is 
with regaed to land, building, and mortgegee, 
as well as to trode undertakinge.l 

Of course several attempts were made to 
bring cargoea of cotton from the Southern 
ports by shipe breaking the b1ockede, and 
some of them 'were successful; but the di1liM 
cuJty experienoed and the expense incurred 
in such enterprises made them of little service, 
and of course so increased the price of the 
comparatively small quantity of cotton they 
brought, that it produoed little or no effect on 
the market, and only sligbtly increased the 
supply. On the other band, numbers of ves
eels were fitted out in European ports;" block
ade runners, and several were equipped in our 
ship-yarde for the porpoee of breaking throDgh 
the obatrnctions or evading the vigilance of 
the Federal war vessels, which prevented the 
ingreM of goode, arms, anel medicines to the 
South. Several of these ancceeded, and the 
trade their owners were able to do, was so 
profitable that blockade-running became a 
kind of excitement among 80me of the merM 
chant captains and edventure .... who shared 

1 WWlam Nauau Mol8lworth (BiIttny qf .B'rIglGtad), to 
whom evel'J' .tndent of the reatorea of UdI phaae oIlOC1a1 
PfOII"NIlIlould be Indebted. 
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their risk. This it was next to impoaible to 
prevent, for of course it was pretended that 
the voyage was to be to some foreign port or 
to the North; but worse tha.n this system of 
private adventuring was the construction, by 
some of our large shipbuilders, of ship. of war 
for the South, under the pretext thot they 
were for foreign governments. This of course 
was in direct contravention of the proclama.tiOD. 
of neutrality, and our government was bound 
to use every effort to prevent it. The Fede
rals had a.lrea.dy bitterly complained thot we 
did not use ordinary vigilance, and thot any· 
thing like ... c:areful inquiry would prove that 
veooels to be armed for the Confederates, and 
almost undisguised 88 vessels of war were 

• being built here under the shallowest pre
tences, of agents, who ocarcely took the trouble 
to say more than that they were for a foreign 
order; while the contractors knew perfectly 
well for what service they were intended, and 
connived at, or even invented, means for COD.

cealing their destination. 
Perhaps a more close investigation would 

have taken place but for the irritating demands 
made by the Federal minister. For instance, a 
strongly worded and angry remonstrance had 
represented that British .ubjects were being 
eulioted in the Southern ranks; and Earl 
Ru...u not unnaturally replied that it w .. 
not with the knowledge and w .. against the 
injunctions of the government, at the same 
time asking whether the Federal authorities ' 
had taken care to exclude sailors ADd other 
subjects of Great Britain from joining their 
forces. 

All this was provoking, but BUch misunder-
• ta.ndingo did not make it I ... the duty of our 
government to inquire keenly into the desti
nation of every vessel above a. certain tonnage 
and of a certain build-to .. y nothing of ships 
obviouoly intended for hostile purpo"', which 
were in course of construction in private dock
ya.rds. The privateers which went out of 
Charleston sooured tho .... and did some 
damage to Federal ships here and there, and 
one of them, the Sumt~r, under the command 
of Captain Semmes, was destroyed by a No,," 
them war steamer after a. short career of de
vastation; but the really formidable veooels of 

this kind appeared afterwards, and were fur
nished by shipbuilders in England to the order 
of aDy person who could pay for them; for, 
as was afterwards argued, the Ullited States 
government had not abolished privateeriDg, 
aud there was certainly no law to prevent our 
shipbuilders, any more than th ... of foreign 
na.tions, from taking orders for such veBSels. 
One of these, which w .. built at Birkenhead 
profeooedly for the Italian government, and 
was named the Onto, was suspected by the 
American minister to bs intended for the 
Confederates; but though our government was 
"Pprioed of her probable destination there was 
DO law to detain her, and soon after she left 
our shorasshe became the Florida, Confederate 
privateer. In three months she had destroyed 
thirteen and captured two veeoels. Other pri
vateers followed, and it was pretty well sus
pected thot certain formidable ramo and iron
clad veooels of war which were being laid 
down were, in spite of prohibition and pro
elsmationo pf neutrality, to be completed for 
the Southern Stales, on the probably aofe 
speculation thot they would be .uffered to 
slip out of Englioh jurisdiction with little in
quiry ~nd no dema.nd for proofs of their real 
purpose. 

It will be seen, of course, that the distinction 
between 'a privateer which in:;gAt be supplied 
by a British firm of shipbuilders, and an ac
knowledged veooel of war which might ... ~ 
was disappearing, aIld at last & case occurred 
which almost obliterated that distinction en· 
tirely, and made it necess8.ry to enter into 
prolonged and difficult arbitrations a. an 
alternative to actual hostiliti ... 

In the latter part of 1862 " vessel w .. being 
completed in one of the dockyards of the 
Mersey, and there could be no doubt that it 
was intended for the Confederate' service. 
The builders were the M ....... Laird, a firm, 
the former head of which, represented Birken~ 
head in the House of Commons, and was 
urgent to induce the government to recognize 
the Southern States of America as aD inde
pendent nationality. There was little if any 
attempt at ooncea.lm.ent. The progress of the 
vessel, which was knOWll by the somewhat mys
terious name 'of the " 290," was duly recorded 
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in neWlipaper paragraphs. and nobody hesi
tated to speak of h.r as a Confederate crniser. 

There was perhape no &Altual technical evi
dence, no absolute proof of it, and when Mr. 
AdamB. the United Statea miniater. ea1led the 
attention of our government to the fact that 
thia ship was obviously intended for the 
Confederate gov.rnment, Earl Russe1l asked 
for proofs. Evid.nce was forwarded which 
waa sufficient in the opinion of Mr. Adams to 
warrant th. detention of the v.....I. and it 
was accompanied by the opinion of Sir Robert 
Colli.r. an English lawyer of such eminence 
that his decision would have been regarded 
as having great w.ight in any court of national 
or international law. He declared that the 
v.....I should be detained by the collector of 
customs at Liv.rpool. and aaid that it appeared 
difficult to make out a stronger case of in
fringement of the Foreign Enlistment Act, 
which, if not enforced on this occasioll, would 
be little better than a dead letter. Earl Ru .. 
sell, however, still waited to ask the opinion 
of the law officers of the CroWD. The queen's 
advocate was unwell and more delay ensued, 
the end of which was that the vessel "290" 
had Bhipped oft' to sea hefore that opinion waa 
obtained. Earl Ruaaell long afterwarda ..... 
knowledged that he ought to hav. been eatia
lied with the opinion of Sir Robert Collier. 
and there oan be no doubt that our neutrality 
was nearly as much in queation by the build
ing of this veaael aa it would have been by 
the construction of avowed shipe of war for the 
Confederate service. Mr. Forster aftarward. 
aaid .h. wae built by British shipbuild .... and 
manned by a British crew. Sh. drew prizes 
to d .. truction undar a British flag. and was 
paid for by money borrowed from British 
capitalista At all evants she w.nt on her 
destructive career. She went from Liverpool 
to T.roeira, hoisted the Confederate flag. re
ceiv.d on board Captain Semmes, the formar 
commander of the Sumur, as her comminder, 
and had her name cbanged to the A laboma. 
lt wae declared that this heavily armad priva
teer uBed the British flag to decoy unfortunate 
merohantm.n of the Northern States to ap
proach her. th.n ran up the Confederate 
colours and captured the prize, which wu 

frequently burned. For nearly two years tbis 
~nt OD, for the Jilabanla did not mean fight
ing and kept well away from the Federal 
shipe of war. The system of Confedarate pri
vateering. aided by thia last formidable ex
ample of British ahipbuilding. w.nt fa.r to 
detain the American mercantile marine in ita 
own porta, and to- put an end for a time to 

American commeroe. At length the Federal 
war steamer KetIh'Iarge caught sight of her and 
Btarted in pursuit. The.Alabama: went into 
Cherbourg harbour, whence she had to come 
out to fight her antagonist, which waa waiting 
with steam up and guns ready. Th. two 
shipe were not very unequal in size and anna
menta, and a naval duel .nsued which laeted 
about au hOUf, with the result that the .Ala-- • 
llama went down, her last gnn being fired 
almost as ita mouth touched the water's edge, 
and that the captain and thoae of the crew 
who survived then jumped overboa.rd and 
ware reacued by th. crew of an English yacht 
in conjunction with the men of the Kear.arge. 

The circumatancee attending the building 
of the Alabama, while tb.y seemed to give 
impunity to Engliab firma to construct other 
privateers for the Confederates, were too 
flagrant an e.asion of the laws of neutrality 
to be repeated. At the earn. time Earl Ru ... n 
could not quite make up hia mind to prompt 
and decid.d action. In fact th. law waa not 
altogether certain, and a more determined 
statesman would have acted without reference 
to the nieeti .. of poesibl. legal decisions. and 
would h .. v. had the law altared aa eoon as 
poesible. Lord Palmaraton probably would 
have done 80, but Lord Palmerst.on, like moat 
of hia colleagues, probably had a notion that 
the South would soon achieve independence; 
and the ton. which bad been &BOumed by the 
Federal govarnment in th.ir despatch .. had. to 
use a eommon figure of epeech, "put his back 
up.· H. bad .v.n declared in the Houee of 
Commons that it was not for this country to 
make&llY changeinher Jaws fortheoonvenieoCB 
or at the requisition of another state. Rather 
a strange declaration from tho minister who 
bad &Altually been defeated over the "Con
spiracy to Murder Bill." which he had once 
bean ready to adopt at the instigation. if not 
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the dictation, of the French Emperor and his 
advisers. In 1863, however, two Confederate 
iron rams were almost ready to be Iannched 
from one of our dockyards for the purpcee of 
forcing an entrance to the Southern porta. 
Again Mr. Adams urgently ea1led the atten
tion of the government to the matter. Again 
there was delay, nntil at length, on the 5th of 
September, just as they were ready to slip off 
as the Alabama had done, the AmOrlc&n min
ister wrote another letter, in which he said 
plainly, "It would be superfluous in me to 
point out to your lordship that this is war." 
Undoubtedly to connive by negligence and 
indifference to the issue of armed vessels of 
wa:r to be used against a friendly state or 

• after neutrality had been deelared would 
surely be 88 near to war as anything short 
of actual hostilities; but the law was still 
nncertain, and Lord Ru...u was still balanced 
on the edge of a technical razor. But the 
two ironclads were deta.ined. "I should have 
ordered the prosecution of the owners of the 
vesseI," wrote Earl R1l8Se1l in his .&collectionl, 
eleven yea.rs afterwards, "had not the principal 
law officer of the crown given me reason to 
think that it would· fail in an English conrt 
of justice. I therefore obtained the sanction 
of the ca.biDet to purchase the two 'rams,' 88 

they were ea1led, which were intended for 
hcetile purpoees against the United Statea» 
So it would seem that instead of being prose
cuted the build.". of these ships, who had com
mitted a national though a questionably illegal 
offence, made a good thiug of it after all, and 
inetead of being pnnished by the confiscation 
or the destruction of the vessels, profited hand
somely by the speculation. 

It bappened not loog after the completion 
of the Alabama that Mr. Gladstcne, in speak
ing after a political banquet at Newcastle, ox
pressed an opinion that Jefferson Davis had 
really succeeded in makiug the South an ind ... 
pendent nation. It shows how much import
ance must have been attached to his uttemn.ces, 
that even at a time when armed Confederate 
shipe were being built in English dockya:rd. 
this remark should have caused considerable 
comment and no little excitement. Perhaps 

another statesman, though he might have been 
a cabinet minister, could have said it with com
pa:ratively little notice, but every opinion of 
the chanoellor of the exchequer was rega:rded 
as being of grave import. 

The notion that the South would succeed 
in separating itself into an independent state 
WBB general. Almost everybody .bared it 
except Mr. Bright and a very email knot of 
men who thought with him. Even Mr. Cob
den held tbat opinion for BOme time, and Mr. 
Bright had a good deal of trouble to ~nvince 
him to the contrary, and almcet quarrelled 
with him because he was unable at :first to 

yield to repeated a:rgumenIB. In Januery, 
1862, Cobden wrote to a correspondent, Mr. 
Paulton, who, with some others of his friends, 
did not eympathize witb the Union:-

Ie I can't see my way through the American 
businesa I don't believe the North and South 
can ever lie in the same bed again. Nor do 
I see how the military operations can be 
carried into the South, so as to inflict a crush
ing defeat. Unl ... something of the kind 
takes place, I predict that Europe will recog
nize the independence of the South. I tell 
Sumner this, and tell him that his only chance, 
if he WanIB time to fight it ant, is to raise the 
blockade of the Mioaisoippi voluntarily, and 
then Europe migbt look on. 

"But our friend Bright will not hear of 
anything against the c1aime of the North. I 
admire his pluck, for when he goes with a 
side it is alway. to win. I tell him that it is 
posaible to wish well to a cause without being 
sure that it will be successful. However, he 
will soon find in the houee that we ohall be 
OD. this question, 88 we were on China, Crimean, 
and Greek Pacifico wars, quite in a minority! 
There is DO harm in that if you are right, but 
it is useless to deceive ourselves about the 
issue. Three-fourths of the hou.e will be 
glad to find an oxense for voting for the dis
'memberment of the great Republic.1f 

Cobden had already been in communication 
with Mr. Sumner, and his lettere probably did 
much to mitigate any apparent tendency of 
the Fedenl government to reflect the suspicion 
and animosity displayed by the violent op
ponenIB of England in America. His lettere 
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are very interesting; in one of them upon the 
affair of the Tr.nl he says :-

"Though I said in my other letter that I 
shall never care to utter a word 'about the 
merita of a. war after it has begun, I do not 
the 1... feel it my duty to try to prevent 
hostilities occurring. Let me here remark, 
that I cannot understand< how you ehould 
have thought it worth your while at Wa.shiug
ton to have reopened this question of the 
right of search, by claiming to exercise it in 
a doubtful we and a doubtful manner, under 
cireumstances whieh could b. of 80 little ad
vantage, and to have incurred the risk of 
greater disadvantages. Th. captur. of Mason 
and Slidell can have little effect in discouraging 
th~ Soutb, compared with the indirect encour
agement and hope it may hold out to them of 
embroiling your government with England. 
. . . Your newspapers will not drive us 
into war. But when grave men (or men that 
should be grave), holding the highest posts in 
your cultivated State of Massaehusetts, com
pliment Captain Wilkes for having given an 
affront to the British lion, it .makes it very 
hard for Bright and me to contend against 
the 'British lion party' in this country. All 
I can .. y is that I hope you have ta.k.n 
Bright's adviee, and offered unconditional 
arbitration. With that offer publicly mad., 
the friends of peace could prevent 9ur fire
eaters from assaulting you, always providing 
that your public speakers do not put it 'out of 
our power to keep the. peace. I was sorry to 
see a report of an a.nti-English speech by yO\\1" 
colleague at New York. Honestly spsaking, 
and with no blind patriotism to mislead me, 
I don't think the nation here behaved hadly 
under the terrible evil of 1088 of trade and 
dangar of BfBrving under your blockad.. Of 
course all privileged classes and aristocracies 
hate your institutions-that is Il8tural enough; 
but the mass of the people never' went with 
the Soutli. 'I am not pl .... d with your pro
ject of sinking stones to block up ports. That 
is barharlsll\o It is quite natural that, smart. 

'utg as you do under an unprovoked aggression 
from the alave-ownen, you should even be 
willing to smother them like hornets in their 
neat. But don't forget the outside world, and 

especially don't forget that the millions in 
Europe are more interested even than their 
princes in preserving the future commerce 
with the vast region of the Confederate States." 

In J moary, 1862, he wrote :_cc Be assured 
if you had offered to refer the question to 
arbitration, there could not have been a meet
ing called in England that would not have 
endorsed it. The only question was whether 
we ought to be the first to offer arbitration. 
I mean this was the only doubt in the popular 
mind. As regards our government, they are, 
Of course, feeliug the tendency of public opin
ion. A friend of mine in London, a little 
behind the scenes, wrote' to /De :-' They are 
busy at the Foreign Office hunting up 'pre
cedents for arbitratioD, very much against 
tbeir will.' I 'Write all this because I wish 
yon to know that we are not quite so bad as 
appeared at first on the surface}' 

In the following July, a month before Mr. 
Gladston. had made the remark about the 
prohable independence of the South, whieh 
caused so much perturbation among the friends 
of, and believers in, the North, Cobden, 
writing again to Mr. Sumner, said!-

"There is an all but unanimous belief that
you cannol au biect the South to the Union. 
Even they who 8.re your partisans and advo
cates cannot see their way to any such issue. 
It is necessary that you should understand 
that this opinion is 80 wid.ly and honestly 
entertained, because it is the key to the ex
pression of views which might othel'Wise not 
he quite intelligible. Among some of the 
governing class in Europe the wish is father 
to this thought. But it is not so with the 
mass of the people. Nor is it 80 with our 
own gov.rnment .ntirely. I know that Glad
stone would restore your Union to-morrow if 
he could; yet h. bas steadiJy maintained from 
the first that uni .... there was a strong Union 
sentim.nt, it is impossible that the South can 
ha subdued. Now the belief is all but uni
versal that there is no Union feeling in the 
South; and this is founded latterly upon the 
fact tha.t no cotton comes from New Orleans. 
It is said that if the instinct of gain, with 
cotton at double ita usual price, do not induce 
th,' people to sen, it is a proof beyond dispute 
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that the politieal resentment is overwhelming 
and unconquerable," 

It was not very remarkable that Mr. Glad
atone should in August, 1862, ha.ve spoken of 
the Southern Statee as though "they were a.l
ready independent. Injudicious it might have 
been, but it was an indiscretion shared with 
the great ma.jority of the most prominent men 
of the country, and, 88 he explained five years 
afterwards, though be confeeeed that he was 
wrong and took too much upon himself in "". 
pressing such an opinion, the motive was not 
bad. His eympathies were with the whole 
American people. He prohahly, like many 
Europeans, did not understand the na.ture 
and working of the .American Union. He 
had imbibed conscientiously, if erroneo\1sly~ 
an opinion tha.t twenty or twenty~five millions 
would be happier and would I>e stronger (of 
oou.... assuming that they would hold tu
gether) withont the South than with it, and 
also that the negroes would be much nearer 
to emancipation under a Southern governm~nt 
than under the old system of the Union, 
which had not at that time been abandoned, 
and which a.lways appeared to him to place 
the whole power of the North at the command 
of the eiaveholding intereets of the South. 
As far ae regarded the specia.l or separete in
terest of England, he had a.lwaya contended 
that it wee beet for our intereet that the 
Union ehould be kept entire. 

Mr. Cobden's lettel"B to Mr. Sumner may 
be taken fairly to represent the prevailing 
feeling in England, and to indicate the grow
ing dispooition to recognize the true pooition 
of the Federal government, though, 88 he 
pointed out, there were considerable interests 
in favour of supporting the demands of the 
South in the early period of the struggle. A 
writer in a trade journal haa reoentiy stated 
that traditiona yet linger in our manniactnr_ 
iug towns of the days when any speculative 
builder would run up a weaving-ehed for 
Dick, Tom, or H......,; who had, .or said he 
had, the oiighteet knowledge of mannfactur
iug, or for any grocer, draper, cunier, shoe-. 
maker, or publican who had saved up a couple 
of hundred pounds. Having become the 
tenant of a shed, lIl8Cbinista were never. back.-

ward in putting in looms and preparation. 
Profits were bOWD to be 80 greet that both 
landlords and machinists could wait without 
anxiety for the first twelve months, knowing 
that much of their dehts would be paid out of 
profits in that space of time. Having hired a 
sbed and received credit for his looms, any 
penniless man could then· go with assurance 
upon the Manchester exchange; and in the 
days when" long terms" were accord~d to all 
who &eked for them, could huy his yarns, take 
orders for cloth, make, deliver and get paid 
for it in time to meet his accounts, and this 
without much difficulty. In a couple of yea.rs 
a. manufacturer commencing thus would often 
be clear of all liabilities, and on the highway 
to makiD.g a fortune. 

These remarks refer to the decade from 
1850 to 1860, and that slste of things waa, it 
is said, almost entirely changed, and the 
small manufacturers swept away by the cotton 
famine. Without entirely endorsing Buch re
preeentationa it may esfeiy be said that not 
only did the large mill·ownere suffer deeply, 
but that the business of many of them was 
crippled for y ..... afterwards, while the strug
gling men were ruined and the whole popula.
tion of operatives might bave perished but 
for the energetic action of those who admin
istered the relief funds, or organized schemes 
for providing sewing for the women and other 
occupations for large numbers of the men. 

Meanwhile the war co~tinued. It was evi
dent that the battie would be fought out to the 
bitter end, for the issues of it had changed; 
and though the Confederates continued to 
defeat the Federa.! troops, the determination 
of the North was aroused, and people began 
to discern that the reeult of the con1lict was 
only & matter· of endurance and of superior 
reeoureee. The Northem troops soon b_ 
to acquire, by expsrience, the knowledge and 
the firmness which :was necessary to enable 
them to cope with antagonists, considerable 
bodies of whom had entered on the first cam
paign a.lready well drilled and accustomed to 
act together at the word of command. 

. On the 22d of January, 1862, President 
Linooln had issued a ~tion that at the 
next .meeting of congress he would recomm811d 
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a bill enacting tbat on and after the 1st of 
J anu...,., 1863, all peraons held as elev .. 
within =1 state the people whereof should be 
in rebellion against the United States, should 
be thenceforwa.rd and for ever free, and the 
proeJsmation edded that the exeoutive would, 
in due time, recommend that all citizens of 
the United States who should have remained 
loyal thereto throughout the rebellion should, 
upon the restoration of peace, be compensated 
for alii""""" by act.. of the United States, in
cluding the 1088 of elevea. 

On the 1st of January, 1863, it was pro
claimed that all persona held as elevea within 
tha Confederate States should thenoeforward 
be free, and that the executive government of 
the United States, including the military and 
naval authorities thereof, would recognize and 
maintain the freedom of such persons. The 
people eo declared to be free were enjoined to 
abstain from violence, uruesB in necessary 
self-defence, and were reoommended in all 
caaee where they were allowed, to labour 
faithfully fur reasonable wages. At the same 
time it was declared that such persons, of 
suitable condition, would be received into the 
armed service of the United States, to garri
BOD forts, positions, ata.tiOD8, and other places, 
and to mao veasels of all sorta. Upon this, 
which he declared was sincereJy believed to 
to be an act of justice warranted by the con
stitution upon military necessity, the pre
sident invoked the considerate judgment of 
manlQnd and the gracious favour of Almighty 
God. 

Result.. showed that this was in effect an 
abolition of slavery tbroughout the States, 
but only the Confederate States were men
tioned, and the declaration was received with 
dismay. Earl RUBBell pointed out to Lord 
Lyons, our representative at Washington, 
that tbe proclamation professed to emancipate 
all elevaa in pIaoes where the United States 
could not exercise any jurisdiction or make 
emancipation a. reality, but did Dot decree 
emancipation of elevea in any states or part.. 
of states occupied by Federal troops and suh
ject to United States jurisdiction, and where, 
therefore, emancipation might be carried out. 
There seemed to be no declaration of a prin-

ciple adverse to slavery, and Ea.rl RllSSell 
therefore said he did not think it could or 
should satisfy the friends of abolition, who 
looked for total and impartial freedom for the 
slave, and not for vengeance on the s1ave
owner. 

The fear with many was that such a pr0-

clamation would cause a slave insUluctioD. 
and the horrors that might acoompaoy it if 
the negroes BOugbt revenge and plunder as 
well as liberty, or if attempt.. were made to 
suppress any effort.. to escape. The proclam ... 
tion expressly deprecated any acIB of violence, 
but what was the value of such deprecation 
where it oould not b. followed by lege! re
straint! These anticipations were not real
ized, and probably it was known on botb aid .. 
that no general insurrection or attempts to 
make reprisa.l.a- on the owners of slaves would 
be made. In numerous instances, it was said, 
the negroes remained to work on the estates, 
8Ometim.. because they hed be.. kindly 
treated, and were not indisposed to wait till 
terms of wages oould be edjusted in .... of 
the termination of the war, and in some cases 
because they were ignomnt what steps to take 
to make use of their freedom, and preferred 
rema.ining where they were for a time, toler-
ably certain of food and clothes and shelter, 
to running to unknown troubles and vicissi
tudes in the border states, or joining the 
Federal army to figbt against their old masters. 
At all event.. there was little disposition to 
"'IOed and violent revolt, and thougb, of 
course, & large number of able.bodied negroee 
entered the Federal service, and a multitude 
of men, women, and children eventually found 
their way north, the fact that there was 80 

frequently a strong desire to remain was after
wards cited, and in some respect.. was fairly 
cited, by the Southern planters as a proof 
that the atrociti .. with 'Which the ele~WDera 
were cha.rged were not even general, much less 
universal. 

That they had existed in too many instances 
was, however, capable of proof, and that they 
might exist without any real redress for the 
victim was argument enough againat the per~ 
petuation or the continued existence of the 
aystem. 
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The proclamation of emancipation, defective 
ae it was in its expression of intention, was 80 

serious blow to the South. It changed the 
RSpect of the war from that of an effort on 
the part of the North to maintain the Union 
to that of a struggle by the South to maintain 
n~c.rro slavery, and it can scarcely be deuied 
that this was the true origin of the conflict. 
A new element of enthusias:m. seemed to have 
been roused among the Federals, at the same 
time that they were profiting by the reverses 
that had been infticted on them by the supe
rior military skill of their opponents i while 
the South was already preparing for efforts 
which would. necessitate the abandonment of 
the plantations from which they had derived 
their wealth, and the slave labourers on which, 
were now invited by the Federal government 
to migrate into free etstee, or to refuse to 
work except under entirely new conditions. 

On the lOth of April (1863) Jefferson Davis 
issued a manifesto warning the people of the 
Confederate Statee against too sedulously cul
tivating their UBUally valuable cotton crops; to 
lay aeide thoughte of gain and to devote them
selves to securing their liberties, without 
which those gains would be valueless. The 
wheat harveet, which would be gathered in 
the following month, promised an abundant 
yield; hut even if that promiBe ehould be ful
filled, the difficUlty of transportation, enhanced 
by the previous rainy winter, would embarrass 
military operations and caUBe BUffering among 
the people ehould the crope in the middle and 
northern portiOIl8 of the Confederacy prove 
deficient. No uneasin ... might be felt in 
regard to a mere supply of bread for men. It 
was to the supply of the large amount of corn 
and forage for live stock, and for the animals 
used in military operations that efforts ehould 
be directed. The fields ehould be devoted 
exclueively to the production of food for man 
and beast, and corn ehould be 80wn broad
cast in proximity to canals, rivers, and rail~ 

roads, while every endea.vour should bedirected 
to the prompt supply of districts where the 
armies were operating. 

The Confederates were already beginning to 
feel that all their determination and courage 
would be needed to sustsin the struggle against 

the enormous resources and the numerical 
superiority of the North. A few months after
warde they also became aware that the Federu! 
government was discovering the weak points 
of its military organization, and had appointed 
more efficient generals to take command of its 
fo...... Early in 1862 the Jarge army which 
Generu! M'Clellan had been occupied in 
orgaillzing and disciplining was ma.kmg ready 
to advance, and Bome successes had: attended 
the Federals-one of them being the important 
operatioll8 of Commodore Farragut. on the 
Mississippi, which led to the surrender of New 
Orleans, bot in the :first considerable battle 
Generu! Sidney Jobnston succseded in surpris
ing and defeating the Federal Geueru! Grant 
at Pittsburg Landing. Gra.nt had, with hie 
army and river fleet, taken BOme forts, and 
though he.was beaten and a part of hie camp 
was captured, he was able to hold hie own by 
the assistance of some glln-boats which forced 
the Confederates to retire to their lines after 
losing their general. For some time after this 
• eori .. of disastere occurred, apparently the 
reeultof the timidity and incompeteucyof some 
of the Federal commandel'S, and though 80me 
advantages were gained and the Confed"""tee 
evidently could not hold' the line of the Ohio, 
and on the Mississippi retained only the strong 
position of Vicksburg, the bala.nce of the 
actual war appeared to be against the N ort.h, 
even their naval superiority having been 
rendered doubtful by the .exploits of the Con
federate Merrimac, a veeael which had been 
coated with iron rails and re ~ named the 
Virginia. This vessel destroyed two or three 
wooden men-of~war, scattered terror mto a 
Heet of traneport and stol'Hhips, and threw 
ehells into the lin .. of the Federu! army in the 
neighbourhood of Norfolk. Being met by the 
iron~clad Monitor, which arrived on the scene 
of action from New York, a naval duel ensued, 
both v .... ls had to retire to repair damagea, 
And the Virgt'nia was so much injured that 
she was ahandoned and blown up by her 
crew. 

The efforta of the Federals were directed to 
the capture of Richmond, the Confederate 
capital, but the delaye of General M'ClelJan 
and the inefficiency of General Pope enabled 
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the Confederate Gen¥&Is Lee and Stonewall 
Jackson to frustrate their movements, and 
the latter took Harper Ferry, where the gar
rison of 12,000 men su~endered, giving up 
an enormous quantity of artillery and stores. 
M'Cle11a.n was removed from the command 
and was succeeded by General Burnside, 
who sustained a severe defeat at Fredericks-. 
'burg. General Hooker then took his place 
as commander of what was called the army of 
the PotoIDllC, and he &Iso was defeated. The 
ConfederateS gained BOme minor advantagm 
until General Grant, who had displayed far 
greater military taJent than his oolleaguee, 
laid siege to Vicksburg on the land side, and, 
with the assistance of the :flotilla of Admiral 
Farragnt, reduced the garrieon to such ex
tremities that it capitulated, and General 
Meade, who bad succeeded Genel1Ll Hooker, 
took up a position at Gettysburg, from which 
the Confederates vainly endeavoured to dis
lodge him. 

It is unneceeeary to follow the changing 
fortun .. of the combatants, "the vulgar and 
unscientific and senseless butcbery» as Cobden 
had called it. The skill and daring of General 
Sherman, the calm pertinacity and determina.
tion of General Grant, began to tell on the 
side of the North. The Federal forces were 
concentrated against their opponents, and 
Grant was made lieutenant - generaJ. 'With 
the entire command of the forces. He ap
pointed Sherman to the command of the wes
tern army, arid himself kept the direction of 
the Virginian campaign with a. determination 
to take'Richmond at any odds. It became a 
struggle to the death, in which numbers added 
to improved' generalship ultimately gave the 
victory to the North after another year of 
movements and counter-movements, and of 
battles, in which the number of the slain was 
appolling. 

In 1864 Mr. Lincoln was re-e1ected as 
president by an overwhelming majority, and 
this meant the prosecution of the war. It 
was oomputed tbat at the end of tbat year 
the North had. nearly 8. million men in arms, 
while the Southern forces probably amounted 
to llot more than 200,000. Sherman had re
ceived the capitulation of Sa.vanuab, and was 

advancing with his army. Grant sti\l threat
ened Richmond. On the 14th of January; 
1865, Wilmington was taken, and the last com
mUIucation of the Confederates with the sea 
was cut oft'. No more vessels could run the 
blockade, and Sherman bad turned his vio
torious march northward, wasting the country 
as he went as one of the means of forcing the 
South to submission hy depriving it of re
sources. The end was near. On the 1st of 
ApriI,c Petersburg and Richmond both capi
tulated to Grant. Lea was defeated in his 
last battle, and was allowed to surrender. 
The officers were placed on parole, and the. 
troops were permitted to return to their homes 
on condition of submitting to the Federal 
authority. General Johnstone entered. into 
similar conditions with Sherman, who had 
carried the war succesefully through Georgia 
and North and South Carolina. There were 
no longer any Confederate forces in tbeAtlantic 
States,and the Southern commanders on eitber 
side of the Mississippi gave in their submis
sion. J eft'erson Davis, who had left Richmond 
when it capitulated, was arrested and placed 
in confin~ent in Fortress Monroe,from which 
he was allowed to depart when the war was 
at an end. The commanders of the Confede
rate armies were permitted toremain at liberty, 
and a few civilians who were for a abort time 
imprisoned. were soon released. Mr. Lincoln 
had prosecuted the war to the end for the 
purpose of restJring the constitution of the 
United States, and had effected it at enormous 
cost j but he had more than once endeavoured 
to negotiate a peace, and it was well known 
that, the conclusion of hostilities would be fol. 
lowed by an amnesty if he had his will Now 
that the war was really over there was no dis
play of animosity. Not. single exsention took 
place for political offences; not one victim was 
claimed for the purpose of satisfying vengeance . 
against those whose crime bad been that of 
secession, though secession bad been designated 
treason to the state. The humanity and gene
rosity of the American nation again asserted 
itself, and was displayed even after the per
petration of a horrible crime might have been 
made an excuse for measures of retaliation. 
Forthe man who throughout that long national 
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crisis had kept in view what he belie.ed to be 
his duty without a.u.imosity and without pre
sumption; the man who had grieved. over the 
rebellion, even while he set himself to suppress 
it; the man who had abstained from invective 
against Eogland, and had understood better 
tban his colleagues how little the noisy d .. 
clamations of 8. violent and iguorant multitude 
really represent genuine national convictions, 
was not spared to see the oomplete restoration 
of the Union. On the 14th of April, 1865, 
Abraham Linoo1n fell by the band of an 
assassin while he was witnessing a dramatic 
performance at Lord's theatre in W sshing
ton. 

The president at about nine o'clock had 
accompanied Mrs. Lincoln to the theatre, and 
occupied a box in which another lady and 
gentleman were present. About half-past ten, 
during a. pause in the performance, a. maD 
entered the box, the door of which was Ull

guarded, sod, h88tily approaching the pre
sident from behind, discharged a pistol at his 
head. The bullet entered the back of the 
head and passed nearly through. The 88888Bin 
then leaped from the box to the stage, brand
ishing a 1arge knife or dagger, and exc1a.iming 
"8ic letnper tyrannill" and escaped. at the 
back of the theatre. The screams of Mrs. 
Lincoln first dieclosed the fact to 'the audience 
that the preeident had been shot. The report 
of the pisto~ though it rang through the house, 
had not seemed to elcite much attention; but 
when they knew what had happened the 
people rose, and numbers rushed towards the 
stage where the murderer was seen, and ex
cla.imed, U Hang him! hang him 1 JJ There 
was a seene of wild excitement: the per-
formance came to an end, and the Ie leading 
lady" of the piece, Miss Laura Keene, who 
stood at the side of the stage when the fatal 
shot had been fired, endeavoured in va.in t(1', 

restore the dying president to consciousness. 
He was removed to a private house opposite 
the theatre, and the ~urgeon~genera1 of the 
army and other medical attendants were 
called, but death WBS inevitable. He had 
heen shot through the head above and 
below the temporal bone, and though for 
several hours he continued to breathe, at first 

regularly and efterwards interruptedly, he 
died at about twenty minutes past' seven the 
next morning. 

The 88 .... in had been recogoized 88 one 
John Wilk .. Booth (the BOn of an actor onoe 
well known in England .. a rival of Edmund 
Kea.n), a man whose dramatic vanity, added 
to politica.l fanaticism, led him to perpetrate 
the crime in. this manner. He had two 
accomplices, one "Of whom it was discov
ered had, at the time that Mr. Lincoln was 
assassinated in, the theatre, made his way to 
the residence of Mr. Seward, who W8s lying 
ill in bed. Having obtained admiesion by 
representing that he brought oome medicine 
from Mr. Seward's physician, which he was to 
see administored, he hurried to the sleeping
room on the third lIoor where his intended 
victim W88 lying. Meeting Mr. Frederick 
Seward there he attaeked him, etriking him 
over the head with such force 88 to fracture 
his ekulL He then rushed into the room 
where the daughter of the patient and a male' 
attendant, were sitting, and, efter etabbing 
the latter struck at Mr. Seward with a knife 
or dagger twice in the throat and twice in the 
face, inflicting terrible wounds. By this time 
Major Seward, the eldest son of the secretary, 
and another attendant, entered the room, but 
tho deeperado wounded both and contrived to 
make his escape. The victims of the assault 
afterwards recovered, but were for a long time 
in great danger; and it w~ found that a knot 
of conspirators were associated with Booth and 
premeditated the assassination of several pro
minent members of 'the government. Booth, 
with an accomplice named Harrold, who had 
probably kept the way open for him to escape 
from the theatre, had horeas waiting, and lied 
from the capital, but they were afterwards' 
tracked to a barn near Port Royal in Mary
land, where Booth was seen moving with 
the aid of crutches" 88 he had broken his 
ankle in hie lea,p from the preeident'e box to 
the stage, hie spur, it was said, ha.ving caught 
in the folda of the Union lIag. After some 
parley Harrold surrendered, but Booth, being 
armed, refused to do so, and the barn was fired 
by the troope, one of whom shot him dead as 
he was endea..vouring to extioguish the flames. 
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Some of the other conspirators were after
wards arrested and executed. 

The great conflict was at an end, and the 
now reunited States had to count the cost. 
The expenditure, """"rdiDg to the report pre
sented to congress in tbe early part of 1864, 
had beenra.iBedfromabout£16,OOO,OOOinI860 
10 above £17,360,000 in 1861, £117,216,000 
in 1862, and to nearly £184,000,000 in 1863, 
when 2,480,846 men had been called into 
military service on the Federal side. In the 
eneuing year (1884) an enormo .. addition was 
mad. to this already vast expenditure. Before 
the fall of Richmond it was computed that 
252 battles had been fought, of which 17 
were naval engagements. The whole country 
was Buffering from tbe effects not oDly of the 
drain upon its resources, but of tb. terrible 
slaughter which had mad. eo many homes 
deeolate, and the devastation which had y.t 
to be repaired. The fall of Richmond, after 
& siege which lasted for 1452 days, during 
which several desperate .ngagemente took 
plsce, waS itself leoa a triumph than an ex
ample of th.re1entl .... arbitration of the sword. 
When the Federal troope, under General 
Grant, entered the city it was a scene of utter 
wreck and wasteful destruction. Th. ho .... 
were deserted-furniture, merchandise, and 
the contents of ehope and wareho .... lay in 
promiscuous heaps in the streets, which were 
deep with mud; and at several points both 
the property that had tbus been deetroyed and 
the hOUBeB themselves had been set on fire, 
eo that the Ilsm .. spread, and but for prompt 
and strenuous exertiollS the whole place, or at 
any rate the larger portion of it, would bav. 
perished. Perbaps no other nation in the 
world could have Bustained such a prolonged 
and destructive internal war; and it may be 
added that while nODe but a nation of immeaw 
surable activity, vast extent of undeveloped 
territory, and superb reserves of material 
wealth, could 80 rapidly ha,:e recovered from 
exhausting calamities, history baa presented 
no other example of the ready conciliation and 
generous forbearance which, within a brief 
period, reunited the hostile states under Obe 
acknowledged constitution. 

As early as October, 1862, an announce
ment of the betrothal of the Prince of Wales 
to. the Prin .... Alexandra of Denmark had 
aroused the popular interest, and on the 7th 
of March, 1863, the public reception given to 
the princess on her arrival :in this' country 
was the occasion of a display of national en
thusiasm which had probably never been 
equalled, since it was aseocisted with a genuine 
and tender interest that quickly developed 
into a lasting regard for her to whom the 
magnificent welcome was accorded. 

A vague but prevailing .. ntiment had de
termined the pnWc mind that an allia.nce of 
the heir to the English throne with the daugh
ter of the royal house of Denmark was naturel 
and appropriate, and everyone was already 
prepared to give the princess & right royal 
reception. Such preparations as could be 
made to give to the streets of the metropolis 
a festal aspect were adopted, with the usual 
rather incongruous result. Baun...., ftags, 
wreaths, triumphal arches, festoons, mottoes, 
and more or less significant devices adomed 
the whole route through mil.. of tortnoue 
thoroughfares; and as much as could be done 
by various unconnected local authorities was 
achieved for the purpose of making an extra 
display in the main roads and open spac .. 
of the metropolis. . But the real spectacle was 
the vast multitude of people. Every avenue 
in which a glimpse of the procession could be 

obtained was filled with an orderly but enthu
siastic assembly. Every house and ehop-front 
on the route was converted into tiers of pri
vate boxes, from which smiling fa ... shone 
witb hospitable greeting. From the ridges of 
the roofs to the v.ry basement., people clus
tered. Even on steeples and the cornices and 
parapets of great buildinge determined sigbt
seers seemed to cling for hours during that 
'keen March morning; and at every ~vaiIable 
point platforms were erected, where .. bool 
children a&t and sometimes saug, or where 
ladies' gala dress .. added colour and bright
n .... to the scene. It needed only the presence 
of the princess for wbom the vast population 
waited, to make the occasion historical-and 
ft'Om the first moment of her appearance the 
hearts of the people seemed to go out to her. 
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The Prince of Wales had been to Gravesend 
to meet his affianced bride, and the train that 
brought them and their suite to Bricklayers' 
Arms Station travelled slowly, that the people 
who assembled at every point ""of the line 
where a glimpse of the princess could be ob
tained might not be utterly disappointed. 
From the Old Kent Road, over London Bridge, 

through the city, along the Strand, Pall Mall, 
Piccadilly, to Hyde Park, and to the railway 
station at PaddingtoD, where they took the 
train to Windsor, ODe great triumphant shout 
of happy and appreciative greeting to the 
royal pair outrang the bells that pealed in 
every steeple. 

On the lOth the marriage was solemnized 
at St. George's Chapel, Windsor, and the cere
mony, with its brilliant surroundings, was ex
ceedingly imposing, apart from the intense 
interest which was everywhere manifested on 

the occasion. Not in London only, but in 
every important toWD throughout the country 
the day was observed as a holiday. Official 

and social banquets were held, and the streets 
were illuminated. In London the illumina.
tions were magnificent, and an enormons 
crowd of pedestrians and persons in vehicles 
filled all the great highwaye, the bridges, and 
the public squares, until the morning broke 
and the last lamps flickered in the dawn. 

The iDjunction of the poet-laureate had been 
fully carried out by the nation. He had 
writ\;en an ode of welcome:-

Sea·kinga' daugbter from over the sea, 
Alexandra ! 

Sas:on and Norman and Dane are we, 
But aU of us Danea in our welcome of thee, 

Alexandra! 
Welcome her, thundel'!l of fort and of fleet! 
Welcome ber, thundering cheer of the street! 
Welcome her, all things youthful and sweet, 
Scatter the blossom under her feet! 
Break, happy land, into earlier 8owers! 
Ma.ke music, 0 bird, in the new·budded bowen I 
Weloome her, wolcome ber, a1l tha.t is OUl'8! 

Warble, 0 bugle, and trumpet blare! 
Flngs, flutter out upon turrets and towers! 
Flames, on the windy headland, 8are ! 
Utter your jubilee, steeple and spire I 
Clash, ye bells, in the merry March air ! 
Flash, ye cities, in rivcrs of fire ! 
Welcome her, welcome the land's desire, 

Alexandra! 
VOL. IV. 

Sea-kings' daughter a.s happy as fair, 
Blissful bride of 0. blissful heir, 
Bride of the heir of the kings of the sea, 
o joy to the people and joy to the Throne, 
Come to us, love us, and make us your own: 
For Saxon or Dane or Norman we, 
Teuton or Celt, or whatever We be, 
We are each all Dane in our welcome of thee, 

Alexandra! 

The Princess Alexandra Caroline Mary 
Charlotte Louisa Julia, eldest daughter 01 
Christian, Duke of Glucksburg, and Louise, 
the daughter of the Landgrave William of. 
Hesse-Cassel, was only nineteen years of age. 
and was. declared to be one of the most cbaTDl
ing princesses in Europe, an opinion which 
was completely endorsed by public opinion ia 
England. Her elder brother, Frederick, was 
a general in the Danisb army, her younger 
brother, Prince William, who came next iu. 
age to herself, was a midshipman in the Dan
ish navy; and then followe~ her sisters, the 
Princesses Maria. and Thyra, and her you~ger 
brother Prince Waldemar. 

At the time of the royal marriage the dire
culties in Greece had nearly terminated. After 
the settlement of the cession of the Ionian 
Islands the Hellenic people became dissatisfie4. 
with a form of government which seemed 
destined to perpetuate confusion instead _ of 
securing a national constitution, and deter
mined to elect a sovereign, and to follow the 
example of Great Britain a.nd Belgium in 
establishing a limited monarchy. Several 
European princes were mentioned for the 
honour of acceding to the throne, but some 
hung back, and others were ineligible. AmoJlf 
them all the national chOIce seemed most 
firmly fixed on our own Prince Alfred, a 
nomination which her majesty and our gov
ernment, while thanking the Greeks for tile. 
high compliment, felt compelled to decline, as 
it was contrary to the British constitution for 
an English prince to become sovereign of 
another independent nation. The election thea 
ensued, and Prince William of Denmark, thea 
about eighteen years of age, was unmistakab1, 
elected, and on the 31st of March, 1863, wu 
made King of Greece by the Hellenic nati,oual 
assembly, under tIte title of George r. 

7. 
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In the following N ovem ber Christia,n, Duke 
of Glucksburg, himself succeeded to the throne 
of Denmark on. the death of King Freder
ick VII., on the extinction of whose dynasty 
(the bouse of Olden burg) Prince Christian 
too.k the sovereignty, in accordance with a 
treaty made in 1852, by which the great 
powers provided for the integrity of the Dan
ish monarchy by settling the succession on 
Prince Christian of "Schleswig-Holstein
Glucksburg," whose wife, by viI·tue of certain 
family renunciatiops, became heiress of the 
royal crown of Denmark. 

These particulars will presently suggest 
that" Schleswig-Holstein" difficulty, to which 
a brief reference will be made in another 
page. 

Events in tlie parliamentary hiatOl'Y of. the 
year 1863 were neither very interesting nor 
remarkably important. The financial state
ment made by Mr. Gladstone excited consider
able attention, but there was little scope for 
originality in the scheme of the budget. The 
.American war and its effects upon English 
trade and manufacturing industry had left 
little room for the further remission of taxa
tion on articles of general consumption, though 
the distress that still prevailed in the cotton 
districts made such reductions desirable. 

.At the same time, it was now well uu4er
stoad that the budget for the year would be 
skilfully designed to afford relief in some 
directions. The time had arrived when the 
chancellor of the exchequer had not only" 
reached to the height of a great financial 
reputation, but had achieved n. position where 
even his opponents acknowledged bis consum
DJate ability, and for a time forbore to as.~il 
bia main proposals. It may be said that Ilt ' 
this period Mr. Glndl'ltone was the support of 
the governmellt of which he was a member) 
and that had he failed it would have cruDluled, 
no"t in slow decay, ou.t in immedia.te ruin. 
Yet there were two proposals in the budg'l>t 
of 1863 which the bouse rejec~d. One was 
that of chargiug clubs witll a license duty for 
the wines and spirits solJ to members, the 
I&IDe as that imposed on taverns; the other I 
was to include the property of corromte trusts 

a.nd the eudowments of cha.ritable institutions 
in the assessments for income-t&x. 

It ma.y be easily understood that in a house 
where the majority of the members probably 
belonged to more than one club, little regard 
was shown to the 8Tgument that the public
Louse was the club of the working-maD, and 
that if places where people met for refresh
ment and for society were to be taxed, no ex
ceptions should be made. The" club tax)' 
was negatived. 

In reference to the" ta.x on charities," as it 
wns called, Mr. Gladstone contended that it 
would practically be no tax upon ch~ties a~ 
all. An influential deputation waited on him, 
in wbich the Duke of Cambridge, represent
ing the governors of Christ's Hospital, de
c1n.red that the proposed SCbeDle would mulct 
that institution of £2000 a yeu. The Areh
bishop of Canterbury urged objections against 
applying the tax. to tbe Corporation of the 
Sons of the Clergy and the Clergy Orphall 
Corporation; the Earl of Sbaftesbury, several 
cle~ymen, and othe1'8 interested in some of 
the larger charities, also strongly deprecated 
the intended. application of the tax to the 
funds of those iDstitutjons. 

Mr. Gladstone listened, received memorials, 
and heard what the deputatioll bad to say, 
but would give them no reply, as the proposi
tion was coming before the House of CommoDs 
the same evening. It was then that he en
tered into a long and closely argued. defence 
of the scheme, which, though he made it no 
essential part of the budget, and was willing 
to leave it to the house to determine, he"de
clared to be a just and politic measure. The 
question was not understood, and he desired 
to ca.ll a.ttention to the nature of the exemptions 
it was proposed to remove. .As to the charac
ter of the charities sought to be dealt with, 
nineteen-twentieths of them were death-bed 
bequesta-a. species of bequest wbich the law 
did not favour, and which were essentially 
different fl"Om charities, properly so called, 
which were subject to taxation. He objected 
to immunities which encouraged men to im
mortalize themselves 88 founders. The loss 
to the state of the exemptions in question was 
£216,000 a year, while there was a large and 
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growing cha.rge upon the public funds con
nected with the administration of charities, 
amounting to about £45,000 a year; and with 
other items, the whole loss to the state was 

nearly half a mimOD per &DDU~. He then 
analysed the charities in three groups-small, 
middle, and large-affirming that amongst the 
small there was hardly one which, in itself, 
was deserving of the toleration of the house, 
and which bad not been condemned. by three 
separate commissions of inquiry, as tending to 
pauperize people who sought it, and to eom
promise their independence and self-respect. 
The middle charities, which were distributed 
in money only, were in the main not charities 
in the strict sense of the term; while as 're

garded the larg<!r charities, they were full of 
abuses, and often mere vehicles for patronage, 
and were not fit subjects fore,xemptions, which, 
in fact, amounted to grants of public money. 
It was not his intention to make any remarks 
on the management of endowed hospitals, 
which the house must regard with so much 
favour and respect; but when at el'"ery turn 
the threat was flung in his face that if the mea
sure were carried out the number of patients 
must be diminished, be was obliged to give it 
pArticular consideration. He did Dot believe 
that the num her of beds for patients would 
be reduced. Those who, in the case of the 
protected trades, declared tbat if protection 
were to be withdrawn they must dismiss so 
ma.ny of their workmen, were not men who 
told lies. They really believed what they said, 
but were not aware that more economical a!'

rangements would enable them to keep those 
workmen, pnrsue their trade, and make larger 
profits thlUl before. One of the great evils of 
the existing system was that, while pn blic 
money was bestowed on these establishments 
all public control over them was dispensed 
with, and thus all effective motives foreconomy 
were annulled. Endowed institutions laughed 
at public opinion. The press <knew nothing of 
their expenditure: Parliament knew nothing 
of it. It was too much to s.."\y that hospitals 
were managed by angels and archangels, and 
did not, like the rest of humanity, stand in 
need of supervision, criticism, and rebuke. 

Mr. Gladstone oeemed to speak with BOme 

asperity of the representation tha.t the scope 
of the endowed charities would be seriously 
red9ced by the imposition of income-tax; but 
the majority of his hearers evidently thought 
that to place a \aX upon the income derived 
from charitable endowments would be in effect 
to tax the amount of relief that should be 
derived from such charities by the recipients 
of their bounty. Again, the inquisitorial 
character of the income--tax had made it, and 
must always make it, hateful, and the mnnner 
of its assessment and tollection rendered it, 
and continue to render i~ obnoxious. The 
great charities which, whatever may have been 

or may still be their COrruptiODS and abort
comings, the public recognize as represent
ing the larger proportion of beneficent 'Work 
among the sick and the amicted, had a pretty 
sure ground of appeal against then' funds 
being subject to an impost which was for the 
moot part re"oanIed witb deteetation by their 
contributors and subscribers. The income-tax, 
people were always being told, could only be 
exeused on the grouBd of its being imposed as 
a temporary necessity-and yet here was an 
attempt to fasten it upon tbe permanent pub
lic institutions of the country: while the re
presentation that, should its exaction dimin
ish the number of cases relieved by any 
charity. the loss would soon be repaired by 
public subscriptions-was only saying tllst 
it would be repaired by BnbecriptioDS from 
people whose incomes, from" which these sub
~ptions would be taken, had already been 
subjected to the same execrable impost. The 
clauses of the financial project which related 
to the "taxing of charities" were rejected by. 
the house, nor was there anything to show that 
they would have been favourably regarded 
outside Parliament, though the Dlismapage
ment and official extortions of some-of the large . 

charities were known and resented. 
But the main scheme of the budget re

mained untouched, and though it offered no 
very striking financial features, it was accom
panied by a lucid and interesting exposition 
of the condition of the country and the oper
ations of its financial measures during some 
years. From 1858 to 1800-61 there bad been 
an increase of over £8,OOO,OOO·in the ex-



148 GLADSTONE AND HIS CONTEMPORARIES. 

penditure. The average annual expenditure 
from 1859 to 1863, including the charge for 
fortifications, was £71,195,000. Excluding cer
tain items which in their nature did not in
crease-namely, the interest for the national 
debt and the charge for collecting the revenue 
-the chuge for the y .... 1858-59 was 
£31,621,000; but iu 1860-61 it had risen to 
£42,125,000, or ten millions and a half in two 
years. Since 1853, or the time previous to 
the Russian war, the charge had increased by 
something like £18,000,000, and the increase 
had been called for by the, public deeire to 
strengthen the defences of the country. The 
estimates which now had to be made were 
hopeful, but must be considered with regard 
to special circumstances, such as the condition 
of Lancasl1ire. "Towards that Lancashire," 
said Mr. Gladstone, "to which up to this time 
every Englishman has referred, if not with 
pride, yet with satisfaction and thankfulness, 
as among the most remarkable, or perha.ps the 
most remarkable of all the symbols tbat could 
be presented of the power, the progress, and 
the prosperity of England-towards that Lan
cashire we feel now more warmly and more 
thankfully tha.n ever in regard to every moral 
aspect of its condition. The lessons which 
within the last twelve months ha.ve been con
veyed, if in one aspect they have been painful 
and even bitter, yet in other a.~pern, and in 
those, too, which more intimately and perma
nently relate to the condition and prospects of 
the country, ha.ve been lessons such as I will 
venture to say none of us could ha.ve hoped to 
learn. For however sanguine may have been 
the anticipations entertained as to the en
during power and pluck of the English people, 
I do not think that anyone could have esti
mated that power of endurance, that patience, 
that true magnanimity in humble life, at a. 
point as high as we now see that it has actu
ally reached." 

We have already seen what was the attitude 
of Lancashire during the period of the cotton 
famine, but there was also dreadful distress 
in Ireland. 

The estima.ted expenditure amounted to 
£~7,749,000 without the oost of fortificstions. 
The revenue was estimated at £71.490.000, 

leaving a surplus of £3,741,000. The chief 
points of the proposed financial scheme were 
the reduction of the duty on tea. to a shilling 
a. pound, which would takJ:'l £1,300,000 from 
the revenue, and a change in the incidence of 
the income-tax which would include a reduc.
tion. It was proposed to make £100 the 
lowest income which would be assessed for 
income-tax, and to allow persons whose in
comes were below £200 to deduct £60 from 
the amopnt, the balance only to be liable to 
the tax. This involved the removal of the 
fornier rating on incomes of £150, and a re

duction on incomes wider £200~ The reduc
tion of the tea. duty had been called for, eover 
since it was promised in a former budget ot 
Mr. Disraeli, and the incidence of the income
tax was the cause of widely-sprea.d dissatisfac
tion, pressing ha.rdly as it did, and as it still 
does (and perhaps must). upon small profes
sional or ,precarious earnings, as compared 
with setUed incomes derived from certain 
classes of property. 

The review of the financial and commercial 
position of the country which Mr. Gladstone 
brought before the house enlisted profound 
attention. The value of British goods exported 
to the United Statee in 1859 was £22,553,000; . 
in 1862 it had fallen to £14,398,000, and thus 
exhibited a decrease of £8,154,000. The value 
of foreign and colonial good. exported to the 
United Statee from this country had during 
the same period increased. In 1859 it had 
been only £1,,864,000; in 1862 it had increased 
to £4,052,000. The augmentation was 8S 

mu.ch as £2,188,000 j but nearly the whole of 
it was represented by the single article of 
cotton-wool, which amounted in value to DO 

less than £1,712,000. However, deducting 
the increase on our foreign and colonial goods 
from the decrease upon our own export of 
Blitish goods, there remained an aggregate 
diminution in our export tra.d.e to the U oited 
States of about £6,000,000. 

Ta.king next the case of our trade with 
France, it became Mr. Gladstone's pleasant 
duty to point to a very different state of things. 
The y .... 1859 was the last fun natural year 
before the trt'oaty of commerce. In that year 
the value of British oommodities exported to 
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France was £4,754,000. In the year 1860 the 
treaty was concluded, and it took effect almost 

wholly as regarded our imports, but on a very 
few articles as regarded our exports. The 
value of British goods exported to Fmnce !n 
1860 was £5,250,000; and thus showed an 
increase of about £500,000. In1861 the treaty 
took effect: as regarded ita provisions relating 
to thle duties on imports into France it came 
into operation late in the year,namely,oD the 
1st of October. A very large augmentation 
appeared in our exports j but & part of this 
was due to the concurrence of a very bad har
vest in France, with a large supply of corn in 
the markets of this country. In consequence 
we sent a great quantity·of corn to France; 
but in order to a more just calculation, this 
article was not taken into account. After 
striking oft' tlle sum of £1,750,000 for ex
eess in the export of corn, the value of 
British goods sent to Fra.nce in 1851 rose to 
£i,145,OOO. It thus showed an increase of 
£2,391,000 over what it had been the last 
year anterior to the treaty.· Then came the 
year 1862 with the tl~aty in operation from 
its beginning to its close. The value of British 
-exports during the year now amounted to 
£9,210,000. It thus showed an increase of 
£4,456,000. In other words the amount of 
British goods sent to France had about doubled 
under the operation of the treaty of com
merce. 

But the figures thus named by no means 
set forth the whole extent of the advantage 
which the tra.de of England aud France has 
derived from the treaty; for an augmentation 
-of exports still more remarkable took place in 
foreign and colonial produce; and the com
mittee were reminded that the foreign and 
colonial produce which we sent to France was 
something that we had ourselves obtained 
-elsewhere in exchange for British produce. It 
therefOl'e followed tbat every increase in the 
export of foreign and colonial produce from 
this country cODstituted or represented effee-
tively a correspondiug increase in the export 
of British manufactures. Th~ value of foreigu 
and colonial produce sent to France in 1859 
was £4,8oo,000j whereas in 1862 it amounted 
to no less than £12,614,000. Accordingly the 

toW amount of exports to France, which in 
1859 was £9,561,000, had, in 1862, gone up to 
no less than £21,824,000. In fact, while we 
had a decrease in the total trade to the United 
States of £6,618,000, that decrease was a good 
deal more than made up by the increase in 
the trade to France, for the augmentation in 
the French trade was £12,288,000. 

In a former page the name of Father Mathew 
and some particulars of the work that he ac
complished in the cause of temperance, or 
rather of total abstinence, have been recorded. l 

At the date at which we have now arrived 
(1864-5) his successors in that cause had be
gun to make a determined effort to obtain 
distinct legislation for the purpose of forward
ing their views and diminishing the vice of 
drunkenness by parliamentary interposition 
restricting the sale of intoxicating driuks, or 
rather giving the power of restriction to a 
majority of the inhabitants of any particular 
district. 

Of course there were advocates of temper
ance and of total abstinence before Father 
Mathew gave to the movement an enormous 
impetu~, the immediate effects of which see,m 
to have diminished for a time after his death. 
He himself "signed the pledge" at a temper
ance tea-meeting at Cork, and nine years pre
viously anti-spirituous and temperance socie
ties had been fOl'med in Belfast and Dublin 
on the plan of the "American Temperance 
Society," which waS instituted at Boston in 
the United Stat .. in 1826. In 1831 the Dublin 
Society, which had then become the "National 
Hibernian," reported.15,OOO members, and its 
secretary was Mr. Crampton, solicitor-general 
for Ireland, and afterwards Judge Crampton. 

In Scotland the first society pledging its 
members to abstain from drinking spirits was 
formed at Greenock by John Dunlop, whose 
book on Compulsory J)nMng Usages, pub
lished about that time, is itself sufficient to 
prove what enormous advances have been 
made during recent years with respect to tem
perance in the obServance of social customs. 
In 1830 a society was formed at Glasgow, and 

1 VoL l P. 25ra. 
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this BOOn developed into the more important 
association known as the Scottish Temperance 
Society, From the Scottish organization the 
first English societies are said to have been de
rived through a merchant of Bradford, Mr. 
Henry Forbes, who established anassociation in 
that town in 1830,a.nd societies were soon after- . 
wards started in Manchester, Leeds,Liverpool, 

Birmingham, Bristol, and Warrington, one 
being formed at Preston in 1832. The move
ment then extended in a rather uucerta.i.n 
manner to London, where a temperance advo
cate, who was known as Boatswain Smith, 
carried on the work by speaking at meetings 
at the ea.st end of London, and publishing 
tempera.nce tracts &ga4DSt spirit - drinking, 
most of which had first been issued in America. 
In 1830, however,a "'British and Foreign Tem
perance Society" was organized in LondoD, 
and BOOIl began to make coDSiderable progress. 

It should be remembered that tbeae soci ... 
ties were really, as their names implied, "Tem_ 

perance," and ,not total abstinence societies. 
They were opposed to the use of spirits, but 
permitted wine or "beer to be taken in moder
ation. People bed not then learned to declare 
that there is DO BUch thing as moderation 
in the use of a.lcoholic beverages, as some of 
the ad vacates of total abstinence DOW put it. 
It scarcely Deeds to be said that in various 
ages there have been people or small 89B0Cm.. 

tions of people--oocaoionally whole tribes like 
tha lIechabites-who abstained from all in
toxicating driDks, and in Irela.nd so early as 
1817, in Scot1a.nd in 1830, and a little later 
in some other places, total abstinence societies 
existed, such as the "Paisley Youths" and the 
(( Tradeston Glasgow Total Abstinence So
ciety.n It was at Preston, howevtw, that this 
exclusive phase of the temperance question 
first took pI'ominent public shape. and beer 
was prohibited first by a small section, and 
afterwards by all the members of the original 
BOciety. Here, too, the Dame by which the 
whole body of total abstainel"B ha.v~ since been 
known was adopted. One of the converts, 
using an old-fashioned homely expression, said 
that he was for "tee-total abstinence," mea.n
ing to emphasiee the word total, or to make 

. it more expressive by a capital (I tee," or what 

in old days would have been equivalent to a 
capital, namely, a double t (ttotal). Probably 
the speaker did not know the deriva.tion of 
his expression, but the name stuck, and the 
Preston total abstainers thereaftercalled them
.. Iveo teetotallers, a title that has lasted for 
the whole body ever since. 

The organization inereaeed-societies and 
branch societies flourished, and beside issuing 
publications advocating their cause, started 
various provisions for mutual benefit, many of 
which have reached to very remarkable pro
portions, as such associations will if prud'tntIy 
conducted, whether they be founded by total 
absta.iners, or others who think that they may 
be moderate partakers of wine or beer without 
intemperance. Many of these societies had 
in 1864-65 shown what could be achieved by 
establishing benefit societies for the relief of 
sick or disabled members, or friendly societies 
for mutual help; while the principle of life 
assurance was adopted, and a society of that 
kind started- for the remarkable reason that a. 
prominent abstainer, wishing to take out a 
policy of life assurance in ODe of the already 
existing offices, was informed that he would 
be charged an extra premium because of his 
total abstinence. So the movement went aD 
till in 1856 the Dumber of societies in the 
United Kingdom represented a great and im
Portant interest, aDd by no means a poor one. 
At that date the two great organizations, the 
National Temperance Society and the London 
Temperance League, were united in "the 
National Temperance League," of which Mr. 
Samuel Bowly of Gloucester was made presi
dent. There were, of course, other leagues and 
associatious in the provinces, and branch so-
cieties in various districts. The movement 
had become widely representative, and it was 
thought that something more decided should 
be done to influence legislation and to compel 
people to abstain, by acts of parliament for 
suppressing the sale of intoxicating liquors. 
For this purpose the U United Kingdom Alli
ance" was formed at Manchester in 1853, with 
Sir Walter C. Trevelyan for its president. It 
set about a regular and continuous agitation 
of the question by means of local auxiliary 
branches, agents, district superintendents, and 
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A complete flood of tempera.uce literature, and 
a.t the present time its income is said to have 
reached £20,000 8. year for the support of the 

effort to carry through parliament measures 
which it had in view nearly a "'quarter of a 
century ago. One result of their contemplated 
work has pa.rtly been achieved, since the 
sale of liquor on Sundays baa been greatly 
restricted; but we may have to touch on this 
subject later on. When Sir Wilfrid Lawson, 
the member for Carlisle, succeeded the late 
Sir Wa.lter Trevelyan .. president of the 
Alliance, preparations were made for wha.t is 
sometimes called a parliamentary campaign; 
and the result was that in 1864 the so-ca.lled 
"Permissive Bill II was introdu.ced to the House 

of Commons, its original. provisions having to 
some extent been founded all the-liquor law 
which Neal Dow, Mayor of Portland, the 
capital of Maine, in the United States, had 
introduced there in 1851. As early as 1853, 
at a great meeting of the Alliance, the follow
ing propositions were adopted, and they be
came the basis oj the repres&ntations by which 
the bill was afterwarda supported :-

u 1. That it is neither right nor politic for 

the state to afford legal protection and sanction 
to'any traffic or system that tends to increase 
crime, to waste the national resources, to cor
rupt the social habits, and to destroy the 

health and lives of the people. 
"2. That the traffic in intoxicating liquors 

as common beverages is inimica.l to the true 
interests of indi vidua.ls, and destructive to the 
order and welfare of society, aDd ought there
fore to be prohibited. 

u 3. That the history and results of all past 

legislation in regard to the liquor traffic abuD
d8.lltly prove that it is impossible satisfactorily 
to limit or regulate a system 80 essentially 
mischievous in its tendencies. 

cc 4. That no considerations of private gain 

or public revenue can justify the upholding 
of a. system so utterly wrong in principle, 
suicidal in policy, and disastrous in results as 
the traffic in intoxicating liquors. 

u 5. That the legislative prohibition of the 

liquor traffic is perfectly compatible with 
rationa.l liberty, and with a.ll the claims of 
justice and legitimate commerce. 

"6. That the legislative suppression of' the 
liquor traffic would be highly condum ve to the 

development of a progressive civilization. 
" 7. That, rising above class, sectarian, or 

party considerations, all good citizens sh~uld 
combine to procure an enactment prohibiting 
the sale of intoxicating beverages, as affording 
the most ~flicient a.id in removing the appal~ 

ling evils of iutemper&Ilce." 
Tbe methoda adopted by this body to pro

mulgate its principles and promote ita objects 
were:-l. Lectures and public meetil!g& 2. 

Essays, tracts, placards, hand-bills, and peri
odical publications, including a weekly organ, 
the,;jUianceJ"61D6 (price ld.). 3:Petitionsand 
memorials to parliament, to government, to 
local a.uthorities, and to religious bodies. 4. 
House-to-house canvasses to ascertain the 
opinions of heads of families and other adult 
members. 5. Conference of electors, millisters 
of religion, Sunday-school teachers, the medi
cal profession, and other important bodies. 

At a meeting convened a.t Manchester by 

400 clergymen a.nd 'other ministers of religion 
-the circular convening the conference hav
ing received the written sanction of 11,000 

such ministers - a decwation was adopted 
saying: "We, the undersigned ministers of 
the gospel, are convinced by personal obser
vation, within our own sphere, and authentic 

testimony from beyond it, that the tmffic in 
intoxicating liquors as drink for man is the 
immediate cause of most- of the crime and 
pauperism, and much of the disease and in
sanity, that afIlict the la.odj that everywhere, 
and in proportion to its prevalence, it deterior
ates the moral character of tbe people, and is 
the chief outward obstruction to the progress 
of the gospel; that these are not its accidental 
attendants, but its natural fruits; tha.t the 
benefit, if any, is very small in comparison 
with the banej that all schemes of regulation 
and restriction, however good so far as tbey 
go, fall short of the nation's need and the 
nation's duty; and that, thel'efore, on the ob
vioua principle of destroying the evil which 
cannot be controlled, the wisest course for 

those who fear God and regard man is to 
encourage legitimate eifolts for the entire sup-

. pression of the trade) by the power of the 
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national will, and through the force of a legis
la.tive enactment." This declaration l'eceived 
the adhesion in writing of upwards of 30UO 

ministers of religion. 
During the years 1858 and 1859 a system 

of house-to-house canvass was adopted in 
numerous localities in England, Ireland, Scot
laud, and 'Vales, the result of which was de
clared to be as follows :-Favourable to the 
permissive prohibitory liquor law, 147,821; 
neutral, 32,140; opposed, 11,894. 

At the armual council meeting of the Alli
ance in October, 1857, a draft of suggestions 
for a permissive prohibitory liquor law was 
adopted, and put into extensive circulation. 
At the council meeting in 1863 it was COD

firmed, and in the session that followed a bill 
founded on it was submitted to the House of 
Commons. The preamble of th. bill Bet forth 
that, "Whereas the sale of intoxicating liquors 
is a. fruitful source of crime, immorality, JlAu
perism, disease, insanity, and premature death, 
whereby not only the individuals who give way 
to drinking habits are plunged into misery, 
but grievous wrong is-done to the persons and 
property of her majesty's. subjects at large, 
and the public rates and taxes are greatly 
Augmented; and whereas it is right and ex
pedient to confer upon the ratepayel's of cities, 
'boroughs, parishes, and townships ~he power 
to prohibit such common sale as aforesaid, let 
it be therefore enacted," &c. ( 

The bill went on to provide that, OD appli~ 

mtion of any district, the votes of the rate
payers shall be taken as to the propriety of 
adopting the provisions of the act; but that a 
majority of at least two-thirds of the votes 
shall be necessary in order to decide that ques
tion in the affirmative. The act itself would, 
when once adopted in any district, prohibit 
within that district all traffic in intoxicating 
liquor for common purposes. 

'l'he first reading of the bill, thonghatrongly 
opposed, was carried by a large nmjority. The 
second reading was defeated by a large major
ity, but forty members voted and paired off' 
in fa~our of it, a much larger number than 
had been expected by its promoters. Petitions 
in favour of the bill were Bent in, bearing 
npwards of 482,000 ~ignl\tures. 

A large number of people, who were not 
prepared to go the full length of the Permis
sive Bill, felt that something needed to be 
done to reduce the immense amount of pau
perism and crime which were distinctly (.Tace
able to drinking habits acquired by frequent
ing public-houses. Others were of opinion that 
the plinciple of local control which the Per
missive Bill embodied was the only one calcu
lated to contend with the gigantic evils which 
the liquor traffic was producing, and were 
willing that the bill should be read a second 
t~me, in the hope that amendments would be 
introduced in committee which would modify 
its too extreme featureH. The only distinct 
counter-plan suggested, however, was that of 
Mr. Bright, who, while approving the bill, 
stated what he thought would be a wiser way 
of dealing with the great distemper which it 
sought to remedy. 

u You can make no change," he said, II from 
where you are, unless you intrust to the mu
nicipal councilor some committee of the mu
nicipal council in the various boroughs the 
power of determining the number of licenses 
for the sale of w~e, spirits, or beer. . . . I 
should not have brought such a question as 
this before the house, and I am not so sanguine 
of the result of these changes as what I may 
call the temperance party in the house. I' 
have not that faith in any act of the legis
lature. I believe in the effect of the instruct-ion 
of the people, a.nd of the improvement that is 
gradually taking place among them. I think 
that drunkenness is not on the increase, but 
rath,er is declining; and I hope, whether the 
law be altered or not, we shall find our work
ing-classes becoming more and more sobel' 
than in pnst times. But as I have on many 
occasions been before the public favouring the 
efforts of the 'advocates of temperance, I have 
felt bound to state the reasons why I cannot 
give my ,"ote in favour of this bill, and to Sl1g4 

gest what the house might do by way of giving 
to the people, through theirmllnicipal council, 
control over this question. By doing this you 
might promote temperance among the people, 
and at the same time avoid a great and mani
fest injustice to tbousands of persous now en
gaged in the trade. whose property would be 
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rendered uncertain, if not altogetherdestroyed, 
if the bill should receive the sanction of the 
house.)) 

Two measures very advantageous to the 
workingwclasses were adopted in the course of 
1864. The first, proposed by Lord Derby, pro
vided that in every railway leading into the 
metropolis provision should be made for the 
accommoda.tion of thewol'king-classes bycheap 

traws. This proposal was made mainly all the 
ground that the rail wa.ys to which it applied 
had destroyed a large Dumber of the habita
tions of the labouring classes, compelling them 
to reside at greater distances than before from 
the places at whieb they worked. Lord Derby 
contended that it was only just that these 
railways should compensate the people thus 
disturbed by affording them increased facili. 
ties for going to and returning from their 
work. The measure was accepted by the g0-

vernment, and was the first step in a system 
which has been very useful to those for whose 

benefit it was adopted, 4Dd a source of profit 
to the railway companies themselves, who have 
since found it to their interest greatly to ex
tend the principle on which this important 
enactmeut was based. The other boon granted 
to the working-classes was an act for applying 
to several other trades the regulations which 
already protected women and children work
ing in factories. 

Though at the c10ee of 1863 England was 
Dot implicated in the disturbances which were 
brewing abroad, there was a feeling of uncer
tainty on the part of the government, with 
respect to the attitude that might be as
sumed by other powers in relation to the 
struggle which the Poles were making to re
gain their national liberty, ana the hostilities 
which were threatened by Prussia against 
Denmark on account of the Schleswig-Hol
stein question. 

"The wrongs of Poland" was no new phrase. 
Subscriptions for the distressed Poles-balls, 
concerts, conversazioues, for the purpose of 

. relieving the sufferings of Polish exiles, had 
been familiar &unonncements years before; 
but it now appeared 88 though Poland itself 

was, to be Jxtinguished, its people either ex
terminated by slaughter or denationalized by 
the slower processes of torture, imprisonment, 
or exile. The plan adopted by Russia Wa.", to 
order a conscription a.mong the Poles for the 
purpose of recruiting the RU$Sian army, or, as 
Lord N spiel' said, "to make a clean sweep of 
the rev~lutioDary youth of Poland; to shut up 
the most energetic and dangerous spirits in 
the restraints of the Russian army j to kidnap 
the opposition and carry it oft' to Siberia or 
the Caucasus/' But the Russian atte~pt was 

Dot confined to suppression or to the deports.. 
tion of those persons who were known or enn 
suspected to be revolutionary. Warsaw was 
placed under the control of soldiel'S and police 
agents. The houses, of which tlley had made 
a. list, were surrounded, the men. in them 
seized and carried off for military service. For 
those who were absent the parents were taken 
as guarantees for their return. On the first 
night of this inquisition 2500 men were taken 
away, and insults and wanton cruelties were in
:tlicted. It was evident to the unhappy Poles 
tha.t a reign of terror W8.& appl'Oaching, and 
next day thousands of pel'Sons took to flight 
and prepared for resistance. In the previous 
year the Russian soldiers had fired on the 
people at Warsaw,and had committed fel'Ocions 
cruelties. The Polish women, even ladies of 
high rank, had long worn mourning, had en
tirely given up dancing, and attended few 
public amusements, much to the mortification 
of the Russian military officers and civilians, 
who had ever found Wal1Ja.w a gay city, and 
Polish society brilliant and accomplished. The 
Russians resented the silent demonstration, 
many of them may have deplored the causes 
of it, but there was no longer any hesitation 
on the part of the government of the Grand- , 
duke Constantine. The barbarous ferocity 
which was said to underlie the grand air 
of Nicholas and his pl'ogenitors seemed to 
remain. In a short time out of 184,000 persons 
only 683 were left to carry on the trade of the 
countryj 14,000 men and women had been 
crowded into one dungeon at Warsaw, Count 
Zamoyski, for presenting a petition couched 
in. the most respectful language, bad been 
banished. Barracks and fortresses had been 
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coDverted into political prisons-there seemed 
to be no limit to Russian fury against those 
who dared even to whisper the ~ords liberty 
and justice. It was Mr. Pope Hennessey 
who brought the affairs of Poland before the 
Honse of Commons, that is to say he opened 

the debate ou the subject in a speech which 
fouod ~n echo throughout England. Public 
indignation was aroused, not here alone, but in 
France, and even in Austria., by the atrocities of 
the Rneeiall8. Only Prueeia appeared to follow 
the policy of otickiDg to her former allegiance to 
the Russian autocracy J and expressed approval 
by beginning to persecute the people of her 
own Polish provinces in a methodical manner. 
In our own parliament there were DO uncerta~ 
denuncintionsof thecourse pursued at Warsaw. 

Prominent speakers on both sides of the house 
joined in the condemnation; but, except for 
the moral effect these declaratioDS might have 
upon Russia, no- step could be taken by. the 
house itself, and it was left for the government 
to see what could be done in the way of remon~ 

stranee. This was DOt considered satisfactory 
by those people ouloid. who were naturally 
burning with anger at the intelligence that 
continued to come from Poland, where all 
the provinces were roused to what, after all, 
must be a hopeless insurrection, in which the 
nation might he exterminated, but could never 
hope to secure ultimate victory against the 
overwhelming forces of Russia. A great 

meeting was called at the Guildhall in the 
city of LondoD, where much ea.rnest enthu
siasm was exhibited, but the question of en
tering upon a. war with Russia, even if we 
again had France for au ally, could not be 
reasonably entertained even by the enthu
siasts. In such an event Russia would have 
had time to crush aud utterly aunihilate the 
people on whose behalf we interfered, befON 
we could reach the seene of strife. Already the 
Pol .. were fighting desperately, and though 
an organized resistance had been made in 
various parte of Russian Poland, directed by 
a central committee sitting at Warsaw, Lsn
giewicz, the gener8J. who had been fighting at 
the head of the national forces as U Dictator," 
was unable to maintain the unequal contest. 
The skirmish.., in which regiments of otarving 

and hunted insurgents vanquished isolated 
bodies of their foes, only wore out the "liber
ators" and reduced their numbers, without 
leading to any permanent achievement on the 
side of freedom. 

Earl Russell, however, wrote with. com
mendable firmness to our minister at at. 
Petersburg, saying, that as a party to the 
treaty of 1815, Great Britain 'W&O entitled to 
express ita opinions on the events then taking 
place. He went on to ask Uwhy the emperor, 

whose benevolence was generally and chee .... 
fully acknowledged, did not put an end to the 
bloody con1lict, by proclaiming mercifully an 
immediate and unconditional amnesty to his 
revolted Polish subjects, and at the same time 
announce his intention to replace without 
delay hia kingdom of Poland in poooeooion of 
the political and civil privileges which were 
granted to it by the Emperor Alexander L 
in execution of the stipulation of that treat,1 

If this were done, a national diet and a na
tional administration would in all probability 

eontent the Poles, and satisfy European 
opinion.» 

What did Russia core ahout European 
opinion, while Prussia supported her by the 
stimulating :Battery of imitation 1 It is true 
that the Polish peasantry were relieved from 
some of the oppressions which the landed 
proprietora had formerly ex.el'cised., but this 
relief, which had made part of the policy of 
the emperor on his comiug to the throne, only 
seemed to identify :folnnd with Russia, at a 
time when ruthless tyranny was being e::r.er-
cised .for the same object. , 

France had remonstrated with as little effect, 
and in May (1863) 00 obvious 'W&O the inten. 
tion to fOl-ce an amalgamation of the Poles 
with Russia, that the Polish central. committee 
conducting the insurrection rejected the IUD

nesty that was offered them, on conditions 
evidently intended to promote this object. 

In Prussia COunt Bismarck had begun a Ilew 
career, and had made haste to assert that the 
Prussiau. government differed from tha.t of 
England, inasmuch as the ministry was Dot 
that of the parliament but of the king. The 
corollary of this was BOOn apparent, for a 
month or ao afterwards the king, replying to 
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.... address from the Chamber of Deputies, 
stated that as the ministry had his entire con
fidence, he intended to carryon the govern
ment without a. parlia.meut. The assembly of 
deputies was then dissolved,'" a proceeding 
which, it was aa.id, ca1led for.th the remon
strances of the crown prince. 

The note sent to Lord Napier, our repre
Beu:tative at St. Petersburg, naming the points 
which should he observed towards Poland, 
in accordance with the treaty of 1815, was 
draWIl up by our government, concuITeIltly 
with France 8.1ld Austria. To this Prince 
Gortscha.koff :replied, in the usual Russian 
manner: first, that if-Earl Russell knew what 
was really taking place, he would know that 
the insurrection was crushed-that the pea
santry and the trades' -people were opposed 
to it; that the insurgents were only endea.
vouring to l'&ise a diplomatic intervention 
in the hope of armed interference; and fin
ally, tbat nothing would he '"""'pte<! by the 
emperor, but for the. insurgents to L ... y down 
their arms unconditionally and submit to his 
majeety's clemency. They had had a long 
experience of what might be expected from 
Russian clemency, and the insurrection went 
on till it became hopeless, and then once more 
Poland fainted, and the Russian' clemency 
came in by forbidding the women of Warsaw 
to wear mourning for those who had fallen in 
the struggle. 

rhe attitude of Austria in supporting remon
stmnces to the Russian government against 
the oppression of the Poles 'was, perhaps, 
suggestive of the shadows that precede coming 
eveuts. It should be remembered that at the 
time of the Crimean war Austria showed the 
same desire to secW'e an agreement with 
England and France in view of the subservi
ency of Prussia to the Czar Nicholas and the 
probable results of an alliance between the 
cousins. Assuredly Austria. assumed a very 
different policy in relation to the Polish ques
tion to tha.t which she adopted towards Italy. 
The Pol ... in Galicia probably bad to thank 
the Austrian jealoUsy of Russia and distrust ~ 
PrU86ia for the comparatively impartial con
duct of the power which had previously had 
80 dark a. reputation among oppressed nations. 

The Emperor of the French was no more 
inclined than the English government to go 
to war with Russia for the problematic relief 
of Poland. At that wowent Napoleon III 
bad his hands pretty well full of an enter
prise upon which he had entered with an 
almost reckless determination to achieve some 
startling effects and show how far the arms 
and influence of France might reach under 
imperial guidance. 

In 1861, after a long series of revolutious 
and disturbances, some sort of govern~ent had 
been temporarily established in Mexico by the 
election of Juarez as president of the Mexican 
Republic. But J uar~z was regarded as an 
usurper, the country was still in disorder, the 
struggles of the various factions continued, 
and the new government, like moat of its pre
decessors, was unce.rtain, while the action 
wwch it took to estaUlish its authority con
sisted rather of threats against personal safety 
and property than efforts to protect either. 
At all eveuts 80 little weJ:e the rights of Euro
peans respected that it was judged advisable 
for B convention to be entered into between 
Great Britain, France, and Spain, to demand 
from the authorities in Mexico more effieient 
protection as well as a fulfilment of the obli
gations that had been contracted. The con
vention signed in London provided that a 
sufficient force should be sent to seize upon 
the Mexican fortresses OD the coast and to 
uphold the demands made, but that neither 
power should make use of the expedition for 
acquiriug territory or other advantage, tha.t 
the people of Mexico sllould not be interfered 
with in their right t.o elect what government 
they pleased, that each of the powers, con
cerned should be represented by a. commis
sioner, and that though any delay might pre
vent the accomplishment of the purpose, of 
the convention-the claims of the United 
States of America. to be also represented on 
the convention should be regarded, and an 
U identic ') of the agreement should be de
spatched to that government for its accep
tance. The United States government, how
ever, wisely refused to join the. convention. 
The expedition consisted of 6000 men sent by 
France and, Spain, while our contribution was 
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a line-of-b~ttle ship, two frigates, and 700 
supernumerary marines. 

The probability of the necessity for hos. 
tilities in Mexico had, for some time past, 
been the cause of uneasiness both ill France 
and England. Strong representations had 
been made of the injustice and even the bar
barity displayed to European residents in 
that country, and it was therefore important 
that the commissioners should seek redress 
with au expeditionary force, which was COD

sidered sufficient to add authority to their 
demands. 

These demands were accompanied by an 
invitation to the Mexicans to put 8Jl end to 
their long anarchy and confusion, from which 
they had suffered through the factions of rival 
pretenders to government, by electing their 
own ruler, with the support of the allied repre
sentatives. 

On the 10th of January the commissioners 
of the allied powers issued at Vera. Cruz a 
proclamation, in which they adverted to the 
frequent breach of treaties a.nd agreements, 
claimed the right of their citizens to reside in 
the country without being molested, and ex
horted the people to establish a government 
and put an end to their devastating civil 
wars. To this proclamation was attached a 
despatch from the plenipotentiarie" of each of 
the allied powers, stating the nature of their 
respective demands. 

Among those who accompanied the French 
expeditionary force was a Mexican ~migr6 

na.med General Almonte, whose presence was 
intensely objectionable to the Mexican gov
ernment, since it was believed that .the true 
Teason of his presence was to excite a civil 
:war for some ulterior object, which was after
wards suspected to be the promotion of the 
Archduke Maximilian of Austria to the throne 
of the country, with the connivance of France. 
Maximilian was brother to the Emperor of 
Austria and had married the Princess Char
iotte, the youngest daughter of the King of 
Belgium by Louise,daughter of Louis Philippe. 
Both Maximilian ROd his archduchess were 
good amiable people, and much beloved by our 
queen and by Prince Albert. 

It is difficult even now toses by what strange 

process of self-deception Napoleon III. could 
have come to the conclusion that he would be 
able to impose a European archduke on the 
Mexican people; or wbat advantage he could 
ultimately gain for France or for himself by 
such an attempt. It is equally astonishing 
that Maximilian should have been permitted 
by his friends and counsellors to undertake 
snch a responsibility, even though he relied 
on the promise of a sufficient force being left 
·in Mexico to support and protect him. What
ever may have been the foundation for the sus
picion of Almonte's mission, it was certainly 
confirmed by M. Billault's remarks in reply to 
the subsequent discussion on the subject in the 
Corps L6gislatif. He then said it was "false to 
assert that France had sent Almonte to excite 
a civil war. He was oply tp arrive in the 
city of Mexico when the ballot had. been 
opened, to consult the national will He ar. 
rived in Mexico under the protection of the 
French flag, and committed no hostile act 
before the rupture of negotiations." This 
seems to admit that the archduke, being 
known. to France as a candidate whose inter
ests Napoleon IlL desired to promote, Al
monte, as his agent, was permitted to be pre.
sent, with the danger of being suspected to 
influence the elections in favour of a foreign 
ruler, designed to seek an empire by a ple.
biscite. 

At all events the MexiCllD. government de
manded that Almonte should be sent back to 
France. A conference with 'commissioners 
appointed by the Juarez government had 
been appointed to take place at Orizaba on the 
15th of April, but the French commissioner, 
M. Dubois de Saligny, refused to join it, 
alleging that the real and principal object of 
the convention was to obtain. satisfaction for 
outrages heaped upon foreigners by the Mexi
can government, and to enforce its observ
ance of treaties j that the temporizing and 
conciliatory system hitherto pursued was COD· 

demned by what was daily occurring, ina&
much as the reign. of extortion, tyranny, and 
violence had been made doubly oppressive, 
and rendered the situation of foreigners in
tolerable j that proofs of this were daily af
forded by the complaints sent to him; that 
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the attitude of the allied forcee appeared to 
stimulate tile government 'to redoubled auda~ 
city; that, for his part, he formally declared 
he would not treat with tha.t government, 
and that his well~matured opihiOll was that 
it was necessary to march upon Me3:ico. 

For this the commissioners of England and 
SpaiD, Sir C. Wyke and General Prim, were 
in no way prepared. They thought that the 
confereuce ehould take place, and at length, 
as they could not induce M. de Saliguy to 
alter his determinatioD, the English aDd 
Spanish governments ~linquiahed their co

OperatiOD, and their troops were withdrawn 
from Mexico. 

The consequence was that the French army, 
under General Lorencez, was left to prosecute 
the enterpriae alone. On the 16th of April the 
French commissioners issued a proclamation 
saying, cc We are not here to take part in you;1" 
discussions, but to settle them,. . • • Let meD 
who have been too long divided rally round 
us. In their hands are the destinies of Mexico. 
The'French :flag has been planted on Mexican 
soil; that flag will not retire: let wise men 
hail it as a friendly flag j only madmen will, 
dare to fight it." 

The Mexican troops, under General Zara
""ga, had retired from Orizaba, which wae 
occupied by the French ahout the middle of 
April. Puebla had heen represented ae the 
town most hostile to Juarez, and y~t, after 
a deaperate attempt, the French general failed 
to take the two forts by which it was protected. 

The Dews of the repulse of the troops 
caused great dissatisfaction in France, but it 
was then too, late to accept the disaster and 
retire from any further attempt. The gov
ernment had been deceived as to the state of 
public feeling in Mexico, but it was necessary 
to support their flag energetically on every 
point where it was engaged. 

This was the expressed. determination of the 
committee, who pasSed the bill granting sup
plementary credits, to enable General Forey 
to go out at the head of the reinforcements, 
which reacheR Vera. Cruz at the end of the 
year. 

The French army in Mexico then amounted 
to not less than 30,000 men. 

In 1863 the treaty of commerce with Eng
land had, it was said, tended still further to 
develop the resources of France. The exports 
increased from those of the previons year by 
the amount of 233,000,000 francs, while during 
the same period 175,000 tons of shipping had 
been added to the mercantile marine, of which 
136,000 tons were under the French flag. 

, The harvest was abundant, public works were 
carried on with great enterprise, and consider
a.ble prosperity was manifest, notwithstanding 
the expenses required for carrying on, the war. 

General Forey had taken Puebla. The garri
son defending it suffered severely from hunger, 
and General Ortega, who commanded the 
place, proposed to capitulate, but aeked to b. 
allowed to leave with the honours of war, and 
with arms, baggage, and artillery to withdraw 
to Mexico. This was refused, General Forey' 
demanding that his army should march past 
the French army, lay down their arms, and 
remain prisoners of war. These proposals 
were not accepted, and on the night of the 
16th of May General Ortega disbanded his 
army, destroyed the weapons~ spiked his guns, 
blew up tbe powder magazines, and sent an 
envoy to the French genoral to say that the 
garrison had completed its defence, and sur
rendered at discretion. By daylight 12,000 
men, mostly without arms or ammunition, sur
rendered as prisoners, and about 1000 officers 
of different grades awaited the orders of 
General Forey at the palace of the government. 

On the 10th of June the French army made 
its triumphal entry into the city of Mexico. 
The throne was then at the disposal of the 
conquerors. General Forey issued a procla
mation, in which' he said: "I invoke ·the sup
port of all classes; I demand of all parties to 
lay down their arms, and to employ henceforth 
&.ll their strength, not. in destroying, but '.in 
constructing. I proclaim oblivion of the past, 
and a complete amnesty for all those who will 
rally in good faith round the government 
which the nation, by its own free-will, shall 
impose npon itself." These were excellent 
words, but there was nobody left who was 

strong enough to oppose the method of obtain
ing the plebiscite. 

Juarez and the members of-his government 
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had already evacuated the city and retired to 
San Luis Potosi, and no· attempt was made to 
disturb the French occupation. IC An assembly 
of notables," 215 in number, was constituted, 
the members of which, it was carefully repre
pl'esented, were taken from all classes. They 
were to detennine what form of government 
should be established in Mexico; their vote 00 

this question was to unite two-thirds of their 
suffrages. 

On the 10th of July they resolved that 
Mexico should be an empire, and that the 
throne should be offered to the Archduke 
Maxiruilian of Austria. In the event of his 
refugal to accept the crown, the Emperor of 
the French was to be requested to select a 
Co.'\odidate for the imperial dignity. The arch

duke was therefore solemnly proclaimed em
peror,and adeputation of "notables" proceeded 
to Europe to oft'er him the throne. 

He received them at his residence Deaf 

Trieste, and, in answer to their offer, accepted 
the trust, on the condition that there should 
be a spontaneous expression of the wishes of 
the whole nationj that he should obtain gnar~ 
a,ntees securing Mexico against the dangers 
that threatened her integrity and independ~ 
enoo. He also declared that it was his inten~ 
tion to open the path of progress by a consti· 
tution, as WIlS done by Napoleon III., and, 
U after the complete pacification of the country, 
to seal the fundamental law with an oath." 

It was not till May, 1864, that he MSumed 
the empire, after_the expression of that "spon~ 
taneou8 desire of the majority" which he had 
demanded. He then issued an imperial pr0-

clamation at Vera Cruz, and became the ruler 
of Mexico, under the partial protection of 
France. 

The unhappy result of the French inter
vention in Mexico is one of the saddest records 
of history during that period. After his ac· 
cession the Emperor Maximilian discovered 
that the French government had been en
tirely mistaken in their estimate of the Mexi
can character, and that he had been grossly 
deceived in the assurances he had received 
of tho stability of tho population, IUld their 
desire for European intervention. A series 
of conflicts, which pa~ok of the character-

istica of a continued intestine war, joined 
to insuttectionary troubles, kept his throne 
insecure and gave him only the shadow of 
empire. Juarez was aoaain in M"DlB, and his 
followers were active, numerous, and fighting 
in a kind of guerilla warfare, which perpetu
ally harassed the regular forces, and yet gave 
them none of the advantages of such victories 
as they were able to gain. 

At the beginning of February, 1867, thE> 
Emperor Maximilian left the' city at Mexico 
at the bead of his ~y, and marched north
wards, where the adherents of Juarez were in 
force. He occupied the town of Queretaro 
with about 10,000 troops, and then had to 
sustain the attacks of General Escobedo, which 
were generally defeated, but without such a 
decided victory as to crush the revolt. 

The whole of the Frebch troops quitted 
Mexico in the early part of 1867, leaving him 
to carryon the conJlict. In the beginning of 
April his reverses began. Pnebla was cap-. 
tured by the J uarists, who at once prepared 
to lay siege to the city of Mexico, and sur
rounded Queretaro, then held by the emperor, 

I and the garrison of which was reduced to 
desperate straits. The place becoming at last 
untenable, Maximilian determined to make 
an attempt to cut through the enemy's lines, 
but it was too late. On the 14th of May the 
JuarlsbJ, under Escobedo, forced their way 

into the town, and after a short resistance the 
emperor sUlTendered, and was taken prisoner 
with all his staff. In the following month 
Maximilian, who bore his reverses with great 
dignity and resignation, was brougbt before a 
council of war at Queretaro, and with his gen
erals, Miramon and Mejia, was condemned to 
death. On the morning of the 19th they were 
led out to the place of execution and shot. 

'The following official notice was published 
to the Mexican people :-" Ferdinand Maxi
milian van Hapsburg, a grandduke of Austria 
and a.u ally of Napoleon III. of France, came 
to Mexico to rob the country of its independ~ 
ence and ita institutions, and altllough a mere 
usurper of t.he national sovereignty, assnmed 
the title of emperor. This usurper- baving 
been captured by. tho republican foreeo at 
Queretaro, on tbe 15th of May, 1867, he was 
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sentenced to death by a military court-p18:rtial, 
with the concurrence of the nation, and was 
shot for his crimes against the independence 
of the nation at Queretaro, on the 9th of June, 
1867, in company with Generals-Miramonand 
Mejia. Peace be to his ashes !" 

.A. few days afterwards the city of Mexico 
sllrrendered, arid Juarez became once more 
absolute master of the kingdom, or rather of a 
republic, which, in the space of less than fifty 
years, had been the scene of upwards of "'thirty 
changes of goverDIDent. At the close of the 
Y"'!'" he was elected president. 

The Archduche.!B Chal"lotte, ex-Empress of 

Mexico, contrived to esca.pe from the country, 
and returned to Europe in a coudition of mind 
which aroused the respectful sympetby of all 
who knew her sad history. 

She continued in a state of mental derange
ment for two or three years, and by the ad

vice of her physicians travelled from place to 
place, but with little hope of complete restor
ation of her physical health, or cure for the 
mental malady which had ensued from the 
grief she had undergone and the terrible 
scenes she had witnessed. 

The policy of Napoleon III. seems to have 
been to combiue the development of the in
ternal material resources of France with 
luch a degree of foreign influence as would 
make his opinion, supported by the nation, a 
power not only in Europe but in distant coun
tl-ies. In Syria, where French arms vindicated 
the rights of the Christian population; in 
Montenegro, where the national desire to be
come part of a single government, including 
all the principalities, was upheld by French 
influence; in Cochin China, where an expedi
tion had been organized for promoting French 
colonial interest, j in Spain, where the ques
tions of the frontier line and the debt of 1823 
were settled without further misunderstand
ing; and in Switzerland, where the differences 
arising from disputes about the valley of the 
Dappes were explained and remedied, this 
prompt and aggresaively conciliatory inter
vent.ion 'Was exercised. France was power
ful and respected even where suspicion still 
existed as to the probable intentions of her 

ruler; for nearly all the world seems to have 
agreed to give Napoleon III. credit for subtle 
statecraft, while he himself 8B8umed to be the 
least secret and the least combinative of Euro
pean sovereigns. He claimed credit for frank
ness, and professed to pursue· a candid and 
easily estimated policy. At the same time, it 
cannot be denied that the promptitude of 
action, combined with the liberal sentiments 
which charactel'ized the whole policy of the 
emperor, bad placed the country high in the 
rank of natioDs with reference to a~l ques
tions atl'ecting ~ace and mutual understanding 
between European states. It was with this 
assurance that, on the 4th of November, 1863, 
the emperor proposed to the other powers to 
regulate the condition of Europe, and to secure 
its future by 8. congress of nations or an inter
nationa.l council, This proposition was accom
pallied by an invitation, which said:-

"In case the princes, allies and friends of 
France, should think proper to heighten by 
their presence the authority of the delibera
tions, I shall be proud to offer them my cor
dial hospitality. Enrope 'Would see, perhaps, 
some advantage in the capital from which the 
signal for subversion has so often been given, 
becoming the seat of the cOJlferenees destined 
to lay the basis of a general pacification.» 

After some diplomatic correspondence, in 
which it was stated that the emperor had 
already indica.ted the questions of Poland, 
Denmark, and Germany, the Danubian·Prin
cipalities, Austria and Italy, and the occupa
tion of Rome, to be those which would demand 
discussion; Earl Russell, on the part of the 
English government, declined participation in 
the congress, on tlle ground that those ques
tions could not be decided by the mere utter
ance of opinions, while if the mere expression 
.of wishes and opinions would accomplish no 
positive results, it appeared certain that the 
deliberations of a coDgress would consist of 
demands and pretensions put forward by some 
and resisted by others. That there being no 
supreme authority in such an assembly to en
force the decisious of the majority, the congress 
would probably separate leaving many of its 
members on worse terms with each other than 
they had. been when they met; while if ,this 
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would be the probable resnlt, it followed that 
JIO decrease of arma.ments would be likely to 
be effected by the propceed congress. 

The Emperor of Russia gave his entire ad~ 
hesion to the principle of settling the peace of 
Europe by such a. representative meeting of 
the sovereigns, but thought it essential that 
Napoleon III., who initiated the proposal, 
should define clearly the questions which, in 
his opinion, should be the subject of an under
standing, and the bases upon which this UD

derstanding would bave to be established. 
The Queen of Spain gave her ready adhesion 

to the proposal, and promised cordial co-oper
atiOD. 

The Emperor of Austria considered it essen
tial to have a clear understanding upon the 
point of departure, to define the object a.nd 
means of action held in view, and to determine 
beforehand the line of conduct that would be 
followed. 
~e King of Prussia considered the mea

suree to be discuosed should first be submitted 
to the responsible ministers of the respective 
states. 

The pope accepted the propceition with the 
utmost gratification, only reserving, with satir
ical caution, the power to sustain with the grea.t.. 
est rigour the rights of the Romish Church. 

The Swiss Confederation, the Dew King of 
Greece, and the King of Denmark accepted 
the proposal without reserve; and the replies 
of the King of Hanover and the King of 
Bavaria were equally fav'oul'able. It was evi
dent, however, tbat the English minister had 
stated the true difficultYi the objections of 
Prussia,'Russia,'A.nd Austria were proofs that 
this difficulty was Bufficient to prevent any 
lasting advantage from a deliberative assem
bly to which each member would go with the 
view rather of confil'ming than relinquishing 
the demands of his policy, 

It would have been well, indeed, if some of 
the questions tllen arising in Europe could 
have been settled by pacific discussion, The 
effusion of blood during the Polish insurrection 
would then have been stayedj the question of 
the claims of Denmark and Schleswig-Holstein 
might have been so sett1ed as to avert the 
events that led to the dreadful war between 

Auetria and Prussia; the liberty of Italy 
might have penetrated Rome,- set fl'ee from 
the threatenings of French bayonets. But the 
very statement of these subjects of discussion 
is almost sufficient to show that no decision 
was likely to be come to, involving the satis
factory arrangement of affairs which had 
already been made of vital importance by the 
states which included them in their most un
,yielding demands, 

Small 'war clouds gathering and bursting 
in other places challenged comparatively 1ittle 
attention while the roar of the great tempest 
of strife continued in America. "The suffer
ings of Poland excited much emotion, the ex
pedition to Mexico aroused curiosity not un
mixed with apprehension of the result. The 
archduke consented to take his cue from 
an actor who had written only his own part 
in the drama which ended in a t.ragedy, not 
for Maximilian only, but as some thoughtful 
statesmen believed, for the French emperor 
also, There were forewarnings that the pres
tige of Napoleon III. would never survive the 
Mexican fiasco, and that, from the moment of 
its becoming known, it would lead to the doWD
fall of his power. If this opinion was founded 
on the belief that he had already given evi
dence of a weak reliance on false or incompe
teut advisers, it was signally verifiedj but it is 
characteristic of many prophecies that they are 
fulfilled in a manner or under conditions not 
clearly perceived by the prophet himself. 
Meantime, while the wretched denouement of 
the Mexican story was scarcely guessed at, and 
while fresh difficulties in China and the neces
sity'for insisting on reparation for attacks on 
British traders in Japan were engaging some 
notice bere, the arrogant assumptions which 
Prussia had for some time been exhibiting, 
threatened the peace of Europe. 

The Schleewig-Holstein queetion. though by 
no means a laughing matter, was, at the time, 
jocularly mentioned as another way of ex
pressing an iosoluble problem. The rival 
claims of the kingdom of Denmark and the 
duchies of Schleswig and Holstein 88 repre
sented by the hereditary prince of Schleswig
Hoistein-Sonderburg-Augustenburg were not 
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clear to people who heard of them for the 
first time, nor was it by any means to be con
cluded that the King of Prussia had any just 
claim to make snch an ... y display of the 
growing power of his authority, 'by commenc
ing hoatilitiea againat & small atate in defiance 
of European opinion. He had become strong 

. enough to refuse the urgent invitation of the 

Emperor of Austria. to attend a congress of 
the German sovereigns at Fra.nkfort for the 
purpose of forming a Bund or confederation 
of all their atates. The dream of" United 
Germany" must be realized, if it were to be 
realized at all, by the domination of Prussia 
-and thus it was realized yea.ra afterward; 
hut not till Austria had been temporarily 
crushed by a war which, for a. time, crippled 
her resoureea and left her German scarcely 
even in name. 

There is no need to go into the remote his
tory of the relations between the Gel'Dl8.ll 
states, the duchies of Schl .. wig and Holstein, 
and the kingdom of D.nmark. 

The dispute which m.na.ced the pea .. of 
Europe was, as the Timu said, not calculated 
to inspire implicit confidence in the arrange
ments of governments assembled in congresses 
or in conferences. The chronic difficulty of 
the duchies attached to the Danish eroWD 
had been unexpectedly rendered urgent by 
the death of Frederick VIt, the last king of 
the house of Oldenhurg. As long as the kings 
were absolute in Denmark their ducal sove
reignty in ScbJeswig and Holstein involved 
no subordination of their German Bubjecta to 
the Danes of the kingdom. It was only when 
a. representative constitution was granted in 
1846 that the con6ict of races seriously .eom
menced, and in 1848 it produced civil war. 
With the aid of Prussia the Germans of Hol
stein and Schleswig exp.lled the Danish forces 
fI'om both duchies, but on the withdrawal of 
the Prussia.n troops the Danes recovered the 
greater part of Schleswig; and finally, the 
authority of Frederick VII. was re-.. tablished 
in both duchies by various conventions in 1850 
and 1861. Austris and PruBBi .. on behalf of 
Germany, assented to the dissolution of the 
aucient union between Holstein and Schleswig, 
and, in return, Denmark undertook to perform. 
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the federal en~a-ements which were due in 
Holstein, and to maintain various privileges 
and immunities which were claimed by the 
German inhahitants of Schleswig. In 1852 
the great powers thought it expedient., in 
anticipation of the extinction of the dynasty, 
to provide for the integrity of the Danish 
mOlltmiliy, including the ancient dependencies 
of the crown. By the Treaty of London, 
executed by the five powers and hy D.n
mark and Sweden, the succession was settled 
on Prince Christian of Schleswig-H.olstein
Gliickshurg, whnse wife becam., by aid of 
certain' family :reD:UDCiationS, the heiress of 
the royal crown of Denmark. The Duke of 
Augnstenhurg, wbn was heir of Holstein 
and claimant of Schleswig, was induced to 
relinquish his pretensions; and the King of 
PruBBi .. w110 W&Il head of th. ducal houee of 
Holstein-Gottorp, agr.ed to poatpon. any 
hereditary claim which he might have .... rt.d. 
All the princip&! German .tot .. , .xcept Ba· 
varia and Baden, afterwards' adhered to the 
treaty; and on tho death of Frederick VII. 
Prince Christian po ..... ed an undisputed dip. 
lomatic title. In the interval, however, ex
treme irritation had -existed between Germany 
and Denmark,""Peciallywhen Frederick VII. 
was said to have encroached on federal rights 
hy a patent eatahlishing & constitution in Hol
stein, issned in the spring of the year 1863. 
Federal execution in the duchy was imminent, 
when the aceeasion of King Christian IX. in 
Denmark a.tl'onJ.ed III excuse for openiDg the 
question of his rigbt to the duchies. Prince 
Frederick, BOIl of the Duke of Augnstenhurg, 
disputed the validity of his father'. renuDci
ation, and nearly every legislative assembly 
in the Germa.n states urged their respective 
govemmenta to recognize his title. 

But the points actually in dispute, the con
cessions in Rg&rd. to which Prussia. and the 
diet had at ODe stage of the negotiations 'Vir
tually agreed to accept, may h. all summed 
up in a single qU .. tioD-that of the budget. 
The duchy .and the diet had rejected any 
plan for a constitution of the whole mona;rchy 
by Frederick VII., and any reasonable plan 
for a provisional government of the duchy 
alone. As the government had to be carried 

T~ 
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on, however, the only wa.y that rema.ined was 
through the King of Delimark as absolute 
Duke of Holstein and the old asaembly of 
estates. It was quite obvious, also, that while 
any CODnection remained between the govern~ 
ment of Denmark and Holstein, the latter 
must contribute to the expenses of that 
government. It was on the budget, therefore, 
thlLt the dispute between the king and the 
duchy a.rose. The Holstein estates made 
the dema.nd that they tbemsel ves should de
cide the amount of their contribution to the 
revenue, and that the budget of the ducby 
should be submitted to their consideration. 
This the Danish government had refused, but 
.s the diet had actually urged the extravagant 
demand that the budget for the whole mon
archy should be submitted to the deliberate 
vote of the Holstein estates, the three great 
powers-Russia, France, and England-had 
recommended Denmark to make concessions 
enabling the estates to deliberate' on the 
budget for the ducby. In a new provisional 
constitution for the duchy these concessions 
were granted on the ad vice of the great powers 
who were parties to the original treaty, in 
order to preserve the peace of Europe; but 
the estates, supported by Prussia and the'diet, 
continued to reject the proposals though they
included the demands whieb had formerly 
been made. It was therefore not unnaturally 
concluded by Denmark that the greet powe ... 
would address a firm, united, and urgent re
monstrance to the diet and Pl'Ussia, and would 
support Denmark by protesting against any 
fedel-al execution being attempted. But the 
very proposal of tbe constitution, in which the 
concessions were included, was resented as an 
unauthorized assumption of power. On the 
accession of King Christian IX. Austria and 
Prussia were for demanding the repeal of the 
constitution of the kingdom, which included 
Sebleswig, and proposed to tbe diet that the 
duchy sllould be occupied till the concession 
was made. They did not desire to proceed to 

.:\Ctual war, and the Prussian minister did not 
recognize the claims of the Duke of Augusten
burg, while Austria was believed to be not 
unwilling to yield to tI moral" intervention. 
B~a.rck and the Pruuian sovereign were pro-

bably averse to take a position in hostilities 
against a smail state when they could only do 
so by acting in conjunction with those other 
German states, the congress of which, under 
Austrian in8uence, they had refused to attend. 
Austria had perhaps no relish for measuring 
her military efficiency with that of Prussia at 
such a time. But the minor sf:.l.lte8, under the 
direction of the Saxon minister, Baron Beust, 
outvoted Austria and Pru~a in the diet, and 
insisted on immediate war. 

Not till the 2d of December, 1863, did the 
PrU88ian ebambe .... hy a majority of 231 to 
63, pass a resolution "that the honollr and 
interests of Germany demand that all the 
German states should preserve the rights of 
the duchies of Schleswig and Holstein, that 
they should recognize the hereditary prince of 
Schleswig ~ Holstein - Sonderburg - Augusten
burg as Duke of Schleswig-Holstein, and 
should lend him assistance in vindication of 
his rights.» Probably this was a timely 
diversion of the attention of the Prussian as

semblies from the autocratic contempt which 
Count Bismarck and the king had constantly 
shown for popular demands and parliamentary 
representations. The King of Denmark de
clared that he would resist all revolutioDary 
movements in Holstein. The Danish foreign 
minister afterwards addressed the miuisters 
of Prussia, Austria, Saxony, and Hanover, 
pronouncing the decree of the federal diet for 
giving effect to procedure of execution in the 
duchies to be devoid of binding force because 
of the exclusion of the plenipotentiary of 
DeDll:!ark from the assembly. He also an
nounced that the mediation which had been 
proffered by the British government had beeD 
accepted. His representations were made on 
the 19th of December. 00 the 23d a detach
ment of Saxon and Hanoverian troops entered 
Holstein. 

Of coUl'se neither Prussia nor Austria. could 
bold back on an occasion when it was neces
sary for them to assert their importance as 
chief states in the German Confederation. 
Circumstances had imposed on them the COll

dition that they should only be able to .... rt 
their rivalry hy becoming allies. On the 16th 
of January, 1864, the federal commission 
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having 8upressed the administration of Hol
stein and established a dllca.l government at 
Kiel, Austria and Prussia demanded of Den
mark that the constitution of November, 1863, 
should be suppressed within fort,...eight hours. 
This was refused, and an Austro-Prussian 
army under Marshal Wrangel, entered Hol
stein on the 21st. 

England had remonstrated. Earl Russell 
had spoken with considerable plainness. On 
the 31st of December, 1863, he had addressed 
a note to the federal diet demanding in the 
interests of peace that a. conference of the 
powers that signed the Treaty of London 
should, in conjunction with a representative 
from the German Confederation, meet in Paris 
or London to settle the differences between 
Germany and Denmark, and that the status 
quo should be maintained till the conference 
had concluded its work. The (I status quo," 
as we have seeD, had been changed before any
thing was done. Even if Austria and Prussia. 
had beeu inclined to hold their hands after 
the serious l'epresentatiollS of England, they 
were urged on by the smaller confederated 
states, by which Prussia bad previously been 
accused of a want of a uatiopal spirit for 
hesitating to break the treaties which secured 
the Danish monarchy. It was a juncture 
when the state that must take the lead in a 
possiLly united Germany of the future would 
have to saCl'ifice some scruples, and even risk 
the disfavour of the other powers of Europe. 

Was the risk so very greaU The queen's 
speech at the opening of the Englitlh parlia,.. 
ment in- 1864 set forth that the death of the 
late King of Denmark brought into immediate 
application the stipulation of the trea.ty of 
1852 which declared that it was conducive to 
the preservation of the balance of power and 
to the peace of Europe that the integrity of 
the Danish monarchy should be maintained; 
but this speech was delivered four days after 
Austria and Pnlssia. had told the Diet of 
Frankfort that they should take the occupa
tion of Schleswig into their own hands as par
ties to the treat.yof 1852; and had summoned 
Denmark to annul the constitution by which 
Schleswig was incorporated with the kingdom, 
and to sUl'render the duchy which General de 

M em, the Danish commander, said he bad 
orders U; defend. 

The very day before the openiDg of the 
British parliament the Prussians had bom,· 
barded and begnn to bnrn Missunde; three 
days afterward the Danes had retreated from 
the Dannewerke, leaving be~ind all the heavy 
artillery which defended the forts; in less than 
a week the Austro-Prussian army had oc
cupied North Schleswig. Then the Danes 
quitted the place, declaring both duchies in a 
state of blockade, .Ifd before the end of the 
month (February, 1864) Denmark had fh~t 
opposed the proposal of Earl Russell to leave 
the settlement of the question of succession to 
a conference of the powe1'8 concerned in the 
former treaty. It was not unnatural that 
Denmark should hope for material aid from 
England, or from England and France to
gether; but the English government declined 
to enter into a. conflict alone, with the pro
bability of finding that their action had pro
duced a war which would alter the relative dis
position of all the powers of Europe. France, 
Russia, and Sweden showed no alacrity in 
joining to force the hand of Prussia and de
feat the demands of the German Confedera~ 
tion. -Denmark was obstinately deaf to ilia 
advice that by yielding to certain ciaims which 
had been interpreted into engagements to Ger
many, her own undoubted claims might be 
more effectually supported, Earl Russel,l ar~ 
gued that England was no~ bound to act alone 
while there were other'parties to the treaty, and 
therefore the honour of England was not in
volved because the Danes had formed expecta
tions of our assistance while refusing toaccept 
advice. At all events the Emperor of the 
French did not seem disposed to propose any 
joint action with this country. He had been 
piqued at the refusals to join in a general con.
gress of nations, and he had himself received. 
no overtures from us, when he was supposed 
to be willing to intervene on behalf of Poland. 
On the other hand, Russia was shy of both 
France and England. The Polish insurrection 
had been put down in fire, in carnage, and in 
banishment j and the element of religious 
persecution had been imported into it till 
the cl"Uelties .against the Roman Catholics of 
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Poland had actually aroused the remonstrances 
of ~he pope, whose voice had not been heard 
in denouncing the cruelties of tyr&IlDy while 
it had the name of being merely secular. 
Russia, too, probably recognized its obligations 
to Prussia in this matter, and though willing 
to add grave remonstrances to the representa~ 
tious of other powers against the breacl1 of 

treaty obligations and the duty of abstaining 
from demands which would imperil the peace 
of Europe, was not .t all likely to repay aid 
against Poland by hostilities to preserve Den
ma.rk. 

It may have seemed gond for Denmark 
that the conference in London was at length 
agreed to, but it is scarcely to be wondered at 
that Prnaaia and Auatri .. dushed with success 
and pereeiving little probability of provoking 
hoetilitiea by refusal, obotinateIy declined to 
accept the boundary line which was suggested 
as the reasonable division of the duchies from 
Denmark, and demanded the cession, not only 
of Schleswig and Holstein, but of Lauenburg, 
which had been an ecknowledged part of the 
Danish monarchy. In fact no agreement was 
oome to. Denmark had in effect accepted the 
ooncessions proposed, but Prussia and Austria, 
UDwUling DOW to recede, and supported in their 
demands by the persistent and convenient 

, agitation of Baron Beust, the envoy of the 
diet (who had no cIaim to bo at the oongreaa, 
sinc~ the diet bad no band in the treaty of 
18(2), refused to abandon their position. The 
conference broke up on the 22d. of June i 
hostilities were resumed next da.y, and Den. 
mark, finding that no support could be ob
tained, was obliged to end a brave resistance 
against vastly superior forces by retiring 
from the island of Alsen aDd abandoning 
further resistance. Overtures for peace were 
made and preliminaries signed. On the first 
of August a treaty was concluded j and the 
two powers, triumphant with military sue-
ceases, enforced the CElIIBion of Schleswig. HoI· 
stein, and Lauenbnrg, and the payment of a. 
large proportion of the expenses of the war. 

There can be DO doubt that during the 
pe"ind from 1864 to 1868 the opposition mem
bers of the chamber in Fran .. were utterly 

opposed to war, and that the whole oountry 
regarded the Mexican expedition as a disaster 
from which France had scarcely escaped with 
honour. In the course of a debate on supple
mental credits, on the opening of the cham
ber in 1864, M. Berryer and M. Emile Ollivier 
spoke of the necessity of disarming; M. Berry. 
er denouncing the idea of France, oppressed 
with financial difficulties, embarking needlessly 
in any European war. 

M. Ollivier, a distinguished leader of the 
opposition, said: "There are two modes of 
always endangering influence with other na
tions. The one is to be too weak,. the other 
is to be too strong. The na.tion that is too 
weak is despised, and ita opinion has no weight. 
The . nation that is too strong is feared, and 
then those who would na.turally be disunited, 
by a feeling of prudence approach each other 
and unite against tboee they fear. The danger 
of France in Europe at this moment comes 
from her being too strong. The consequence 
is that every time she treats, every time she 
acts, whatever proposal she makes, people sup
pose tha.t she has personal objects in view, 
and they do not believe in her disinterested
ness. Try to convince them of the disinter
eetedn.... of France, and all difficulties will 
vanish; our inftuence will no more encounter 
opposition, and, while you increase our prestige 
in the world, you will have fOUlld the only 
real remedy for onr embarrassed finances. But 
I warn you, you will be condemned to a last 
sacrifice, for neither economy, nor grace, nor 
disarming _"ill Buffice if you do DOt graut 
liherty to France." 

These words were vaguely suggestiVe of the 
conditions that were soon to be experienced. 
Tbe war between Pruesia and Austria, which 
afterwa.rds arose out of the dispute with 
Denma.rk and the seizure of Schleswig by 
Prussia, remained uniuduenced by French 
repxesenta.tions. In that tremendous con8ict 
it was aeon that Prussia, intent on internal 
development, and silently organising resources 
and consolidating her national strength, bad 
attained to a position previously unsuspected, 
with a great and perfectly appointed army 
and material of war, that gave her at once 
the rank of a fil'8t-rate power in Europe. 
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There were indications in ,France by that 
time that the national expenditure was exces
sive, while the condition of the public finances 
was most unsati.sfa.ctory, Added to this there 
were symptoms of disaffection, .... hich, while 
they did not reach to public disturbances, kept 
society in a etate of subdued excitement, and 
made the demand for an extension of political 
freedom deep, if not loud. 

In England, parliament intervened to call 
ministers to account for their conduct in the 
Danish question, Duriug the whale of the 
session there had been frequent illterpella.tions 
and frsgmeutary debates upoa this Dano
German struggle; but in the beginning of 
July a. simultaneous attack was made in both 
bouses upuu the policy of the governmen~ 
In the House ~ Lords, a. resolution against 
the government, moved by Lord Malmesbury, 
was carried by a. majority of ninej and in the 
House of Commons Mr. Disraeli proposed a 
'similar resolution :-" To thank her majesty 
for ba.ving directed the correspondence on 
Denmark a.nd Germany,. and the protocol of 
the conference recently held in London, to 
be laid before parliament j to assure her 
majesty tha.t we have heard with deep COD

cern that the sittings of the conference have 
been brought to a close without accomplish
ing the important purpose for which it 
was convened; and to express to her ma

jest your great regret that, while the course 
pursued by her majesty's government has 
failed to maintain their avowed policy of 
upbolding the integrity and independence 01 
Denmark, it has lowered the just influence 
of this country in the capitals of Europe, and 
thereby diminished the securities for peace." 
As aD amendment to the last sentence of the 
resolution Mr. Kinglake proposed to substi
tute the words:-"To express the satisfaction 
with which we ha.ve learned tha.t at this con
juncture her majesty has been advised to 
abstain from armed interference in the war 
DOW going on between Denmark and the 
German powem." "It is not for us," said 
Mr. Disraeli, II it is not for any man iu this 
bouse, to indicate to the ministers what 
should be the foreign policy of the country, 
The moat we can do is to tell the noble lord. 

what is not our policy. We will Dot threaten 
and then refuse to act, we will not lead on 
our allies with expectations we do not intend 
to fulfil. And, sir, if it ever be the lot of 
myself, and of those with whom I act, to 
carryon important negotia.tioDs of this 
COWlU')', as the noble lord and his colleagues 
ha.ve dGne, I b'ust we ahall not,.at least, carry 
them on in such a manner as that it will be 
our duty to come to parliament and &n.nounce 
that we have no ally, and then to decla;re tha.t 

England can never act alone. Sir, tl?-ese are 
wards tha.t ought never to ha.ve escaped the 
lips of any British minister. They are senti
ments which ought never to have entered his 
heart. I repudiate_ them and reject them, 
I remember tha.t there was a. time when 
England had not a tithe of our resOU1·Ce8,. 

when, inspired by a patriotic cause, she 
triumphantly encoUntered a wodd in. arms. 
And, sir, I believe, now, if the occasion were 
fitting, and our independence and our honour 
were attacked and assailed, if our empire 
were endangered, I believe that England 
would arise in: the magnificence of her might 
and struggle triumphantly for those objects 
for which men live and nations flourish. But, 
sir, I for one will never consent to go to war 
to extricate British ministers from the conse
quences of their own indiscretion, and it is 
in this spirit that I have drawn up this ad
dress to the croWn. I ha.ve drawn it up in 
the spirit in which the. royal speech was 
delivered at the commencement of this session. 
I am ready to vindicate the honour of this 
country when it is necessary, but I have 
drawn it up in the interests of pence." 

Mr. Gladstone at once replied: "This is 
the very first occasion ·that the British House 
of Commons haa been called upon, for the 
sake of displaciug a government, to reco.-d the 
degradation 01 its eountry, Why cannot 
the right honourable gentleman speak plainly 
in his motion! Why doee he not adopt the 
langosge of our forefathers, who, when they 
were disestWied with U.e governmeDt, ad.
dressed the crown, and prayed that tbe gov
ernment might be dismiseed! Tbey said 
boldly that the conduct of the government 
was open to such and ID.ch charges, and they 
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pra.yed that other men might be put in their 
places. But the right honourable gentleman 
was afraid to raise that issue. He has, indeed, 
plucked up courage to propose this motion j 
but why has he Dot done it in the proper con~ 
stitutional form in which votes of want of 
confidence have hitherto been drawn1 Never 
hefore, as far as I know, bas party spirit led 
gentlemen in this country to frame a motion 
which places on record that which must be 
regarded as dishonourable to the nation. I 
go back to the time of Sir R. Walpole, of 
Lord North and Mr. Fox, but nowhere do we 
find such a. sterile and jejune affair as this 
resolution. Those charges were written in 
legible and plain terms; but the right honour
able gentleman substitutes langu8.aae which 

. might, indeed, be sufficient for the purpose of 
rendering it impossible for the government to 
continue in office, but which cannot transfix 
them without its sting first passing through 
the honour of England. For the reasons I 
ha.ve stated, I look forward with cheerfulness 
to the issue which has been raised with regard 
to our conduct. Nay, more, I feel the moat 
confident anticipation tha.t both the house 
and the country will approve of the course 
taken in this difficult negotiation by her 
majesty's government, and that they will 
reject a motion which both prudence and 
patriotism must alike emphatically condemn." 
In the course of a subsequent debate great 
amusement was caused by Mr. Bernal 0s
borne's peculiar sallies against the govern~ 
ment. The cabinet he described as a mnseum 
of curiosities. "There are some birds of rare 
and noble pluniage, both alive and stuffed. 
But, sir, unfortunately there is a difficulty in 
keepmg up the breed, and it was found 
necessary to CI'Ol:lI it with the famous Peelites. 
I will do them the ju.tice to say that they 
have a very great and able minister amongst 
them in the chancellor of the exchequer, and 
it is to his measures alone that they owe the 
little popularity and the little support they 
get from this Liberal party. But it cannot be 
said by their enemies or friends that they 
have been prolific in measures since they have 
been in office. Then there is my right hon. 
friend who is not connected with the Whigs 

by family (Mr. Gibson). He is like BOrne tly 
in amber, and the wonder is how the devil he 
got there. The honourable member for Roch
dale (Mr. Cobden) and the honourable member 
for Birmingham must have been disappointed, 
I think, in this 'young man from the country.' 
When he married into the family we expect
ed some liberal measures from him; but the 
right honourable gentleman has become in
solent and almost quarrelsome under the 
guidance of the Doble lord. Well, what are 
we to expect 1 We know by the traditions of 
the great Whig party that they will cling to 
the vessel, if not like shipwrecked sailors, at 
least like those testaeeous marine fish which 
adhere to the bottom, thereby clogging the 
engines and impeding the progres.. Should 
this parliament decide ou terminating ita own 
and their existence, they will find consolation 
that the funeral oration will be pronounced. 
by the honourable member for North War
wickshire (Mr. Newdegate), and that some" 
friendly hand will inscribe on the mausoleum 
I Rest and be thankful'» 

The ministry arranged to accept a division 
on Mr. Kinglake's amendment. After a discus
sion lasting over three nights, the Dum bers were 
found to be:-For Mr. DisraeJi's motion, 295; 
for th~ amendment, 313. The debate aroused 
much public interest, because the strength of 
parties was pretty nearly equal, and on the 
result of the vote depended the continuance or 
retirement of Lord Palmerston's administra
tion. Each afternoon, as Lord Palmerston 
went down to the house, he was cheered by the 
crow4 assembled in Palace Yan!. He spoke 
on the last night. As the oncces.ful winding
up of a great party debate, involving the fall 
of a ministry, his speech on this occasion was 
his last triumph, and ebowed that though he 
spoke at the end of a night of long and weary 
sitting his old vigour and c\1Dning of fence 
had not deserted him. He had, in truth, a. 
difficult task. There had been a conspicuous 
failure; of that there could be DO doubt. 
Allies,colleagues,and circumstances bad proved 
adverse; yet the exCUSE'S for failure conld not 
be laid on any of them. So, with the excep-. 
tion of a dexterous allusion to the words of 
the resolution as Ie a gratuitous libel upon the 



PALMERSTON AT EIGHTY YEARS OLD. 167 

country by a great party who hoped to rule 
it, n he did not detain the house for long on 
the points immediately at issue, but, dropping 
the Danish matter altogether, went straight 
into a history Qf the financial tlliUD1phs of his 
government. What has this to do with the 
question1 asked impatiently the Tories. But 
it had all to do with the party questioD, for it 
decided the votes of doubting men who, caring 
little about Schleswig-Holstein, cared a great 
deal about English finance. Anyhow, it com
manded success, for the government got a 
majority of eighteen, and this renewed their 
lease of power. 

To the King of the Belgians Lord Palmer· 
ston shortly afterwards wrote (August 28, 
1864):-

fC I have many apologies to make to your 
majesty for not having sooner thanked you 
for your letter of the 15th June. We were 
at that time in the midst of an engrossing 
session of parliament, and the unequal contest 
between Denmark and Germany was still un
decided, though with little hope that right 
could prevail over might. The Danish govern
ment, both under the late and under the 
present king, undoubtedly committed many 
mistakes, both of commission and omission, 
and they showed throughout these affairs, 
from beginning to end, that inaptitude to 
deal with great concerns which might, per
haps, have been expected from a nation shut 
up in a remote corner of Europe, and Dot 

mixed up or practised with the general poli
tics of the world. It was, however, an un
worthy abuse of power by Austria. and Prus
sia to take advantage of their superior en
lightenment and strength to crush an anta
gonist utterly incapable of BUccelmful resist;.. 
ance; and the events of this Danish wa.r do 
Dot form. a page in German history which 
any honourable or generous German hereafter 
will look back upon without. blush. I wish 
that France and Russia had consented to join 
With us in giving a different direction to 
those affairs; and I am convinced that words 
from three Buch powers would have been 
sufficient without 8. recoU1"88 to blows. One 
consequence is clear and certain, namely, that 
if our good friend and neighbour at Paris 

Wet'e to take it into his head to deprive 
Prussia. of her Rhenish provinces, not a finger 
in England would J?e stirred, nor a voice 
raised, nor a man nor a shilling voted to 
resist such retribution upon the Prussian 
monarch; and when France aud, Italy shall 
be prepared to deliver Venetia from the 
Austrian yoke, the joy with which the suc
cess of such an undertaking will be hailed 
throughout England will be doubled by the 
recollection of Holstein, Lauenburg, Sleswig, 
and Jutland.D 

That autumn Lord PaJmerston' became 
eighty years old. He was endowed, as one of 
his biographers tells US,l with an excellent con
stitut}on, and had been very temperate both in 
eating and drinking; but he maintained his 
freshness, both of mind and body, to a great 
degree by the exercise of his will, He never 
gave anything up on the score of age. At 
anyrate, he never owned to that as.R reason. 
He used to go put partridge.shooting long 
after his eyesight was too dim to take a 
correct aim, and he persevered in his other 
outdoor pursuits. Twice during this year, 
starting at nine o'clock and not getting back 
till two, he rode over from Broadlands to the 
training stables at Littleton, to see his horses 
take a gallop on Winchea~r race-course. He 
rode down in June to Harrow speeches, and 
timed himself to trot the distance from Pic
cadilly to the hcad· master's door, nearly 
twelve miles, within th~ hour, and accom
plished it. On his eightieth birth.day, in 
October, he started at half.past eight from 
Broadlands, taking his horses by train to 
Fareham, ,was met by engineer officers, and 
rode along the Portsdown and Hilsea. lines of 
forts, getting oII his horse and inspecting 
some of them, crossing over to Anglesey forts 
and Gosport, and not reaching home till s~ 
in the evening-an instance of such combined 
energy both of mind. and body as cannot in 
the nature of things be very common at four
score. 

The government was not likely to be con· 
demned by the nation for having refused to 
embroil itself in a foreign W81', English 

I The HoD. Evelyn Aahley. 
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sympathy with the Danes was genuine, and 
took the form of contributions to a fund for 
the wounded, and of meetings at whieh much 
indignation Wll8 expr ..... d against the bullies 
of Europe who joined in oppreesing a small 
nation unable to maintain its rigbts in tbe 
unequal eonflict. 

Though the war in America had seriDualy 
affected more than one branch of industry, and 
there was still great distress in various parts 
of the country, the comparat~ve ~pose from 
any great military or Daval operations. had 
left a good nstaonsl halance-sheet to be pre
sented to parliament. 

The sessions of 1863 and 1864 bad DOt, it is 
true, been marked by striking examplea of 
legialataon, hut there were some attempts and 
also some achievements which indicated a 
distinct line of social and politaeal progr .... 
A troublesome conflict had for some time been 
carried on against the rebellious and hostile 
Maori chiefs in New Zealand, but this was 
finally eoncluded in 1864, and the oo1ll'BO of 
legislataon was only interrupted by rumOlU'll 
and antacipations of probeble entanglements 
with the Polish or the Danish or eome other 
question. 

It is well at this stage of our inquiries to 
note that among the propoeals brought before 
parliament, but faiJing to achieve any im
mediate legiala.tive result, were someohat 
had .. very definite relstaon to the mpid ad
vances which were' shortly to follow, and to 
the position whieh Mr ... Gla.datone was soon 
to occupy at the bead of the Liberal party. 
Tbe measure brought forwaro by Lord West
bury, the lord·chancellor, to consolidate the 
statute law of the kingdom "ae one impol'
tsnt alike to all part;ies and entailed a vast 
amount of labour, eo that it had to be divided 
.nd made the subject of sepa.mte propcaa1s 
for succeeding sessions in which the laws of 
successive historical periods were to be dealt 
with. The la.wa as they stood were conta.ined 
in forty-four thick folio volumes of acta of 
parliament, all of which required to b. care
folly and critically examined, digested, and 
summarized. Probably not six men in Eng-

. land would have been 88 competent to under
take the work as· Lord Westbury, who was 
ecaroely I ... famous for hie keen judgment 
and wide attainments than for the power of 
incisive sarcasm a.nd stinging invective often 
delivered in tones so smooth that they for a 
moment covered the barb which afterwards 
rankled all the more for the momentary con
cealment. Another proposition, to commence 
a simila.r consolidation of the common law by 
examinjng and briefing the enormous Dla.SB of 
judicial decisions contained in the record8 
from the tame of Edward II., extending to 
something like twelve hundred volumes, 
opened a.n almost appalling prospect, and, of 
course, could only be dealt with by consid ... 
ing arrangements for employing a large num
ber of specially qualified persons to compare, 
revise, and finally reduce the tedious ami 
often contradictory reports to a series of con
sistent account&. Tbe plan bed been con
sidered, and doubtl .... unI ... the lawyers in 
parliament had succeeded in their opposition 
to such an a.ttempt at simplification, the lord.
chancellor would ha.ve urged it in later sessiO!l8 
until he carried the acbeme into effect; but 
before that time arrived he had given occasion 
to bis politaeal and official enemies (of whom 
be had many, and perbeps a few personal 
ones also), and bed retired from the high 
office which he had so ably sustained and yet 
in which he had done nothiDg that became 
him better tha.n hie lea.ving of it. But this 
subject we shall presently glance at in another 
aspect. Among other Iopics of agitataon in 
relataon to cbanges in the law, that of the 
abolition of capital punishment bad for some 
tame been made prominent by its advocates, 
and though the government was not prepared 
to bring in &. measure that would pot an end 
to sentences of death, th. necessity for some 
inquiry into the subject was obvious enough. 
A commission was a.ppoiDted in 1864 composed 
of men who had devoted attentaon to the 
questaon, and though they did not all hold the 
same opinions on. other points, they moatly 
agreed that some change was required in pr0-

viding for greater distinctions between the 
crime of manslsughter and that of murder in 
order to prevent juries from acquitting per-
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SODS accused of the capital offence rather than 
that they should be sentenced to desth when 
there were circumstances which, pleaded in 
extenuation, made sucb a punishment too 
severe. Some alterations desigaed to meet the 
demands of justice were introduced, and in 
reference to that part of the inquiry deaiing 
with the method of inflicting capital puniah
meDt, it was decided that executions of crim
inals should take place within tho waUs of the 
prisou, and in the presence of a. small number 
of witnesses, so that the horrible and de
moralizing scenes which were presented at 
public executions might be a.voided. This 
la.tter recommendation was adopted and be
came law in 1868. 

The claims of education were not altogether 
neglected amidst other demawla during the 
ses;ion of 1864. There had been 8. commission 
of inquiry into the condition of public schools,. 
and in 1864 the report was presented. Eton, 
Winchester, Westminster,St. Paul's, Merchant 
Taylors', Shrewsbury, Harrow, and Rugby 
schools ba.d been under examination, and the 
conclusion come to by the commiasionem was, 
that while the course of study pursued in these 
institutions-was sound and valuable in ita main 
element, it was wantmg in breadth and flexi
bility-<lefects which in many cases destroyed, 
and in all cases impaired its value as an edu
cation of the mind. These schools, though in 
a different degree, were too indulgent to idle
ness, or at least struggled ineffectually against 
it, and consequently they sent out a large 
proportion of men of idle habits and empty 
uncultivated mind!. The commi.ssion, how
ever, highly praised the discipline and moral 
training afforded in these establishments The 
report called direct attention to the alleged 
defects in education, and this led' to many im
provements being made both in those which, 
like Merchant Taylora' and St. Paul's, were 
under the direction oC a. corporate body, and 
to the institutions which were capable of being 
directly controlled by the government through 
the action of the revised code of education, 
which, however, WSB long in passing through 
parliament, in consequence of the al.terations 
made in the original measure which was in 

1862 introduced into tbe House of Lords by 
Earl Granville and into the Commons by Mr. 
Lowe. The original eode gave aid by way of 
government grants to voluntary efforts to 
educate the children of the labouring pa.rt of 
the population.. The grants were capitation 
grants, grants to certificated teache ... and to 
pupil- teachers. Many schools were supported 
by the united aid of charitable subscriptions, 
the school-pence paid by the children, and the 
government grants; but it was found tha.t the 
schools which received the largest amount in 
grants were by no means the moat etn.cierlt, 
and it was proposed to make the government 
aid by capitation grants only,. some of them to 
depend on examinations, and others on the 
reports. of inspectors. There were of eourse 
considerable difficulties in the way of those 
who had the administration of the code, and, 
as Mr. Lowe was vice-president of the council 
of education, it fell to him to place the various 
religious bodi ... of the country under equal 
advantages as' regarded the distribution of 
grants In 1864 this difficulty was increased 
by the hostility of the opposition in parlia.
ment, and by the continued jealousies of those 
outside who were advocates of the voluntary 
system, or the support of schools without any 
government grant whatever, as the only way 
of avoiding the support of the authority of 
the state to teach religion in schools. Mr. 
Lowe was not likely to be charged with want 
of vigour in administering his office, nor could 
he justly be charged with want of efficiency. 
Some of those who were associated with him 
thought him rather too vigorous, nor was h& 
remarkable for that amiability of temperwhich 
could brook contradiction. His speeches were 
often exhaustive, displayed thorough know
ledge of thesubject under discussion,.a.nd were 
not unfrequently rather cantankerous. ae 
was the very man to carry out,. with effect, the 
~rovisions of such a" mensure as the revised. 
code under its new aspect,. and those members 
of the Conservative party who were opposed 
to those provisions disliked him accordingly. 
Among them was Lord Robert Cecil, whose 
abusive style of criticism too often found ita 
readiest expression in accusations, preferred 
in the most acrid terms with which COIlStitu-
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tionaJ iIl~humour and some reading supplied insulting, was not the result of knowledge or 
him. Lord Robert Cecil was, 80 to speak, an of reasona.ble inquiry. There were compara.
anachronism. With the temper (which, it had tively few members in the bouse, for many 
more than once been declared, he inherited on the ministerial side had gone out thinking ~ 
from his ancestor, the famous treasurer of there would be a couple of hOUl~' debate before 
Queen Elizabeth), and a manner of exhibiting a division; but the opposition pusbed for an 
it which, if he had lived in the times to which early decision, and the motion was carried by 
it was more appropriate, would have rendered 101 to 93-a result which, as Mr. Disraeli 
him liable to a n countercheck quarrelsome" afterwards said, showed that Mr. Lowe had 
not in vogue in the present age, he had entered not been supported by his government as he 
political life with qualifications that the ex- should have been. It was with natural in
trf:me Conservatives regarded with interest digoation that, a few days afterwards, he an
and with some expectations. It was soon dis- nounced that he regarded the vote as a direct 
covered, however, that he was of too intract- charge against him of want of veracity, and 
able a disposition to submit to the discipline that he had resigned his office. He had by 
which is essential to one who aspires to lead. that time learned that the so-ea.1led U muti
Afterwards, when he had by a. certain pres- lated" reports shown to members were some 
tige and by his personal abilities attained di.&- reports, attached to whicll were certain marks 
tinction, it was painfully obvious that his reck- made by a clerk entirely without bis (Mr. 
less declarations and angry but deliberately Lowe's) knowledge. Lord Robert Cecil there
offensive expressions were more likely to be upon observed, that "if this explanation had 
mischievous to his avowed comrades than to been given on the night when the vote was 
those whom he intended to injure. It may taken the result would have been different." It 
have been that his peculiarly uncontrollable is not pleasant to dwell upon the tone of mind 
temper was the more ruarming to his friends, and temper which could lead a man to SAy this 
because it was a smouldering and not a fiery without any expression of regret that an ae

one. ~'Lord Robert's acrid temper is not ex- cusation so injurious, and preferred apparently 
plosive," wrote an observer on the occasion with such inveterate animosity, should have 
we are now referring to; "there are no erup- rested only at most on a surmise which a few 
tions; it is, if we may so say, a sort of chronic words would have refuted. .At anyrate Mr. 
low fever." Lowe abandoned his office, which was worth 

It would only be charitable to say that this £2000 a year, and a committee of inquiry, 
fever was at a height when Lord Robert Cecil I the appointment of which he dema.nded, so 
rose to bring against Mr. Lowe a charge so I entirely exonerated him that the resolution 
serious that it could only ha.ve been justified voted by the house was rescinded. It was 

by investigations which #oould not fail to esta.b- not quite unnatural that the man who had 

lish some foundation for it. It was: "That iu been thus left unsupported by his colleagues 
the opinion of this house the mutilation (mu- should retire with some bitter feelibgs, nor 
tilation was the acrid word) of the reports of that he should afterwards, on some important 
her majesty's inspectors of schools, and the occasions, be found independently opposing 
exclusion from them of statements and opinions the government which had neglected him. 
adverse to the educational views entertained by 
the committee of council, while matters fa
vourable to them are admitted, are violations 
of the understanding under which the appoint
ment of inspectors was originally sanctioned 
by plU'liameDt, aDd teDd entirely to destroy 
the va.lrie of their reports." This charge, 
which was made in a tone and maDner that 
gave sinister emphasis to words in themselves 

It may be seen that the events, and the dis
position of forces, so to speak, which took 
place during the period now under our view, 
distinctly indicated that some striking changes 
and rapid advances must be soon expected. It 
is for this reason that more space than might 
.. em properly to belong to them bas been de
voted to a narrative of occurrenceswbich at this 
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time were immediately suggestive, if not of 
those "leaps and bounds" by whieh in some 
respects progress was ~rward achieved, a.t 
least of extensions in what many cautious poli
ticians regarded as doubtful ~and dangerous 
directions. 

As we have already hinted, there were pro
bably no more significant manifestations of 
the '~new depa.rture," as it would now be 
called, tha.n the attitude of Mr. Gladstone in 
relation to three measures which had been 
proposed, but had not beon adopted by parlia
ment. 

One of these was the introduction by Sir 
Morton Peto of what was known as "The 
Dissenters' Burial Bill/, which was intended 
to enable Nonconformists to observe their own 

ceremonies and religious services at the fu
nerals of members of their own communion in 
the "consecrated" graveyards of the Church 
of England. Mr. Disraeli was against it. Lord 
Robert Cecil was in ttte front to oppose it, Rond 
so was Mr. Gathorne Hardy, who was after
wards to be the chosen representative of Ox
ford when Mr. Gladstone had gone beyond 
the political ring-fence of the venerable uni
versity. Did Mr. Gladstone, when he rose to 
support that bill, foresee the probability of hi. 
being deserted by the constituency to repre- . 
Bent whom had been his high ambition and 
his just pride 1 There can be little doubt that 
be did.' He could not, however, oppose the 
second reading of the proposed measure. Some 
parts of it were open to objection, n but," said 
he, (( I do not see that there is sufficient reason, 
or indeed any reason at all, why, after having 
granted, and most properly granted, to the 
entire community the power of professing and 
practising what form of religion they please 
during life, you should say to themselves or 
their relatives when dead, 'We will at the last 
lay our bands upon you, Qnd not permit you 
to enjoy the privilege of being buried in the 
churchyard, where, perhaps, the ashes of your 
ancestors repose, or at &Dyrate in the place of 
which you are parishioners, unless you appear 
there as members of the Church of England, 
and as members of that church have her Ber-
vice read over your remains.' That appears 
to me an inconsistency and an anomaly in 

the present state of the law, and is in the na
ture of a grievance." 

If a season of prosperity and comparative 
tranquiHity is favourable to the promotion of 
tllOse measures which are mostly associated 
with social, and political progress, the years 
1864 and 1865 were remarkable as offering 
peculiar opporttLDities for the introduction of 
reforms, which, however, were not realized for 
some time afterwards when the conditions 
were less assuring. It would see~ that poli~ 
tical advances, at anyrate, are not to be decided 
without the impetus which is derived from 
public agitation, and popular agitation is 
scarcely to be incited except by the goad that 
is furnished by suffering or by indignation. 
In 1864 and the following year attempts to 
introduce measures of reform in the represen
tation of the country in parliament were not 
successful. It was known that there must 
soon be a dissolution of parliament, and neither 
inside nor outside the house was it thought 
proba.ble that the Palmerston government 
would be defeated before that event. The 
Palruerston ministry would in all likelihood 
carry on the work till 1865 was provided for, 
and -then-weli, perhaps some people sai~ 
"then the deluge," of course without fore~ 
seeing that in some sort the following year, 
1866, was to be marked by turmoil, loss, out
rage, and such general disturbance of the com
mercial and social fabric, as may stand for 
deluge when the language of metaphor is em
ployed. But in the opening of the ~ssions of 
1864 and 1865 the mos, interesting subjects 
for consideration were still the financial 
schemes and statements of the chancellor of 
the exchequer. Palmerston himself had re
ferred to them at the critical moment when 
he BOught to shelter the ministry from hostile 
attacks on its foreign policy, and the country 
looked forward to them with genuine interest 
as expositions of its commercial stability and 
indications of future prosperity. ADd there 
was reason for taking this view of the state~ 
ments made by a financier who, even under 
adverse circumstances, bad on former occasions 
brought assurance to the public mind, and 
had now to point to increasing benefits derived 
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Irom a policy 01 which he had heeD ODe 01 the 
strongest supporters. The budget 01 1864 
showed tha.t "the effect of twenty years of 
Iree-trade legislation, inaugurated by Sir 
Robert Peel in 1642, and carried on by his 
successors in office, had been such that, con
currently with the repeal of a long catalogue 
01 duties and imposts which bad previously 
fettered manufacturers, and excluded most 
valuable foreign products, the finances of the 
country presented an aspect of abunda.nce and 
stability almost without precedent in our h.i&
tory, and to which DO Ioreign COUDtry oould 
oifer a comparison. In point of wealth and 
natioDai credit, indeed, England stood a.1most 
alone at this time amongst the nations of the 
world." 

In the two previous years we had been 
suffering from a deficient harvest, and much 
distress preva.iled both in IrelaDd and in Lan
cashire. There had beeD considerable im
provement, but not enough to make the out
look eDtirely Iavourable. Still the figures 
which bad to be submitted were encouraging. 
The revenue of the year was £70,003,561, 
showing &Jlurplu8 of nearly £3,000,000; but 
from this was to be takeD the expenditure on 
fortificatioDS, viz. £800,000. Deducting this 
from the surplus, it still stood at a large 
figure. The real diminUtiOD 01 taxes in the 
three last years had been £6,638,000. The 
revenue had decreased by ouly £1.760,000, 80 

that, taking reduction of taxation into oon
sideration, it had actually increased, in round 
Dumbers, by £5,000,000. The revenue had 
grown since the year 1809 at the rate of 
£1,200,000, and since 1853 still over the rate 
of a million per annum. With regard to the 
liquidation of debt, a milliOD of e=hequer 
bonds had been paid off, and other liquidations 
of the capital of the debt had heen effected, 
which amounted to upwards of tbree millions. 
For terminable annuities in liquidation of 
debt £1,400,000 had been paid. The decrease 
in the national debt since 1855 had heeD 
£69,000,000. Imports and exports had 80 

enormously increased that they were about 
three tim .. the amount which they had reached 
in 1842, when the great financial reform of 
Sir Robert Peel had commenced. The total 

exports had been £195,ooo,ooO-the exports 
and. imports together represented a gross sum 
of £444,905,000, and, it was shown that 
the increase in. various yean corresponded 
with the adoption of measures for the prom~ 
tioD. of free4rade. Our total imports from 
France had more than doubled since 1859, 
while our exports thither had risen from about 
£9,000,000 to about £22,000,000. It was well 
to hear that this was the financial. condition 
of the country during the time that one of our 
great industries was feeling the pinch 01 the 
American war, and the estimates were all re-
8SBuring; the total calculated revenue was 
£69,460,000, and the total expenditure 
£66,890,OOO-yielding asurplus of £2,570,000. 
A sum of £10,000, however, would be required 
for various minor changes and modifications; 
and the surplus left to dispose of would he 
£2,560,000. With this Mr. Gladstone pro
posed to take off a penny a pound from the 
iucome-t&.x, the existenc;e of which as 8 per
manent duty he believed was inconsistent 
with the achievement of & judicious public 
economy. With the remaining surplus the 
duty on fire insurance would be reduced from 
three shillings to one &Ild sixpence so far as 
stock in trade was concerned. It was after
wards agreed to remit 110 much 01 the duty 
on malt as had hitherto heen levied upon malt 
used as lood lor cattle.. 

ID the same year Mz. GladstoDe suceeeded 
in introducing a. measure which was well 
worthy of his financial ability, and has since 
been of immense heDefit to that thrifty and 
prudent class among the populatioD, which 
quickly learns how to profit by any real 
facilities afforded them for making some pro
vision for the Iutare. Thescheme for enabling 
person8 to purchase small annuities through 
the poat-otlice savings.banks, and also to take 
out policies of life assurance with the govern.. 
ment,aroused remarkable opposition,especially 
among the friendly societies and thoas who 
supported their claim.. As a matter of fact 
it offered w the poor the advantage of a aafe 
investment, though thG rates for life iD801"B.llee 

were Dot such as to oompeto with those of 
JIlaDy of the insurance companies. The bill 
passed amidst the appronl of a luge number 
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of those for whom its benefits were intended, 
and the continued success of the scheme 'WaS 

afterwards .hown by the steadily increasing 
applicationB for life-polici .. and the purchaae 
of small deferred annuities by ])eople who, but 
for the assurance of government security, 
might never have made an effort to obtain 
theae ad vantages. 

The commercial prooperity of the country 
oontinued to be eo oat.isfactory that the chan
cellor of the exchequer was able to make a 
still more satisfactory statement when intro
ducing the budget in 1865, the last year of thot 
parliament, and therefore a time of general 
excitement in view of the coming electioJl& 
When that parliament firat met Cao Mr. Glad
stone said in his in trod netary relIl8l'ks upon the 
financial condition of the country) we bad been 
engaged in a costly and difficult war with 
China-the harvest of the succeeding year was 
the worot that bad been known for half a 
century-the recent experience of war had led 
to costly, extensive, and somewhat uncertain 
reconstructions; and the eo!ulition of the CoOM 
tinent and the ma.nner in which the Italian 
war had terminated had oecasioned vague 
but serious aIa.rms in the public mind, which 
.... now tranquil and reaBBUred. The finan
cial history of the parliament bad been a re
markable one. It had raised a larger revenue 
than at any period, whether of peace or war, 
was ever raised by taxation. After taking 
into account the changes in the value of money 
within au equal time, the expenditure of the 
parlia.ment had been upon a scale that had 
never before been reached in time of peace, 
The amount and variety of the changes intro
duced into our financial legislstion bad been 
greater than within a like number of years at 
aoyfonnertime. Theassemblyalsoenjoyed the 
distinction tha.t, although no parliament ever 
completed the full term of its legal existence, 
yet this was the seventh time on which tha.t 
hoase bad been called upon to make provision 
for the financial exigencies of the country. 

The expenditure for the 60ancial year was 
estimated at £66,139,000, which was consider
ably leE than tha.t of the previous year; while 
the estimated revenue was £70,170,000, thus 
leaving. aurplus of £4,031,000. This provided 

not only f01' BOme minor changes, but for the 
two important reductions of the tea duty and 
theincome-ta:.r:. The former was reduced tosix.~ 
pence in the pound, which would reduce the 
price to the consumer by 20 per cent, a loss to 
the revenue of about £2,375,000, so much of 
which would be recouped by the probable in
crease of consumption that the falling off of 
revenue from that BOUrce would be computed 
at £1,808,000, 

The income~tax was already at the lowest 
point it had ever reached, but ~t :was pro
posed to reduce it from sixpence to fourpence 
in the pound. Thia would reduce the tax to 
;65,200,000, and its final adjustment, Mr. Glad~ 
.tone observed, migbt be dealt with by the 
new parliament, but if it was thought desir-
able to retain the income~tax, fourpenee in 
the pound 'Was the rate at which it might well 
be kept in time of peace, The reductions on 
tea and income-tax represented £3,518,000, 
which left a margin for the reduction of the 
duty on fire insurance to one and sixpence, 
while the .hilling duty on policies would be 
replaced by a penny stamp, and a penny stamp 
for the receipt. The total reduetion of tsxa
tion would be £5,420,000. 

These statements were regard.ed with general 
satisfaction throughout the country, especially 
as the ~xpenditure on the army and navy had 
been sensibly diminished j Dor was any serious 
opposition offered by the house, BO that the 
bill passed with very little delay. It was a 
fitting conclusion to a. series of brilliant fi.nan~ 
eial measures by a minister who was soon to 
occupy a more prominent position in regard 
to the views 'With which "advanced Liberals» 
bad become identified. 

The County Franchise Bill proposed by Mr. 
Locke King in April, 1864, was thrown 01lt on 
the second reading, having been 0ppoBed by 
Lord Palmerston, who resisted, what he called 
organic changes, for· which he declared there 
did not exist the same anxiety that had been 
obseTvable some time before. Organic changes, 
he said, were introduced more as a means 
than as an end, the end being great improve~ 
ments in the whole of OUT commerciallegisla.
tion. All BUch changes as were desirable had 
been effected as the result of our organic re-
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forms, and there was therefore much leas daily labour on which he is strictly dependent 
desire for further innovations. The events for his daily bread, it is only because then, in 
which were taking place in other countries, railway language, the danger signal is turned 
being to a great extent the result of their COD- on, and because he feels a strong necessity for 
stitutionru systems, had made the people of action, and a distrust of the ndeI'S who have 
this country much less anxious for change. driven him to that necessity. The present 

J.IOrd Palmerston had undoubtedly reached state of things, I rejoice to say, does not indi
the stage when "rest and be thankful," though cate that distrust; but if we admit that, we 
not quite in the sense that Mr. Bernal Os- "must not allege the absence of agitation on 
borne afterwards used it, is the motto most the part of the working-classes M a reason 
likely to be adopted;. but his opinions on the why the parliament of England and the public 
subject of further measures of reform were mind of England should be indisposed to en· 
not shared by some of his colleagues-certaiuly tertain the discussion of this question." Mr. 
not by Mr. Gladstone. About a month after· I Gladstone denied that there was ally esseutial 
wards this was made conspicuously evident reason for drawing a marked distinction be
duriug the debate on Mr. Baines's bill for tween the middle class and a select portion of 
lowering the fl'ancbise in boroughs. This, the working-classes, so far as related to the 
like the proposal of Mr. Locke King, had ire- exercise of the franchise. He advocated the 
quently been before the house, and though it extension of the fl"8.DCWse on the ground that 
had Dot been accepted, there was a general it would tend to advance that unity of classes 
feeling that it indicated reform in a direction which was now in progress throughout the 
to which attention must soon be turned. That country. 
Mr. Gladstone should already be looking that This speech caused a fiutter among half
way was not surprising, but few members of ' hearted Liberals, and it was felt that such a 
the house had expected that he would give so 1 decided expression of opinion denoted ap
decided a support to the proposed measure, or proacbing changes, in spite of Lord Palmer
that he would so unmistakably express his ston's declarations. The effect on the country 
dissent from the propositions laid down by was considerable, while among the electors at 
Lord Palmerston. He was of opinion that Oxford a. large number began to regard such 
there should be a considerable addition to the utterances with a degree of distrust, which 
numbers of the working-classes who were in was deepened when in the following year· 
possession of the franchise. their represelltative, instead of denouncing 

(I We are told," he said, "that tlle workiug~ any interference with the Established Episco
classes don't agitatej but is it desirable that pal Church in lre1and, seemed to admit that 
we should wait until they do agitate 1 In fQY the time would arrive when some interposition 
opinion agitation by the working-classes upon of the ~Vel"'D.ment would be necessary. 
any political subject whatever is a thing not The country at large did not, perhaps, attach 
to be waited for, Dot to be made a condition much immediate importance to the remarks 
previous to any parliamentary movement, but, made by the chancellor of the exchequer in 
on the contrary, is to be deprecated, and, if the debate which arose at the end of March, 
possible, prevented by wise aud provident 1865, on Mr. Dillwyn's motion; but the elec-
mensUre8. An agitation by the working- tors of the university regarded these utter
classes is not like an agitation by the classes ances with grave suspicion. 
above them having leisure. The agitation of Mr. Dillwyn had proposed "that the present 
the classes having leisure is easily conducted. position of the Irish Church establishment it 
Every hour of their time has not a money unsatisfactory, and calla for the early attention 
valuej their wives and children are not de- of her majesty's government." The motion 
pendent on the application of those hours of was opposed by Sir George Grey, who declared 
labour. When 8. working man finds himself that the government was not prepared to bring 
in such a condition that he must abandon that forward a measure calculated to produce the 
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result that Mr. Dillwyn desired, namely, the 
entire abolition of the Irish establishmell;t. 
Mr. Gathorne Hardy also spoke strongly 
aga.inst the proposition. When Mr. Gladstone 
rose he at once entered franklrmto the ques
tion, and admitted that the position of the 
church iu Ireland was unsatisfactory. 

ce There is Dot the slightest douht," he said, 
"that if the Church of England is a national 
church, and that if the conditions upon which 
the ecclesiastical endowments are held were 
altered at the Reformation, that alteration was 
made mainly with the view that these endow~ 
menta should be intrusted to a body minister
ing to the wants of a great majority of the 
people. I am bound to add my belief that 
those who directed the government of this 
country in the reign of Queen Elizabeth acted I 

in the firm conviction that that· which had 
happened in England would happen in Ire
land; and they would probably be not a little 
surprised if they could look down the vista. of 
time, and see that in the year 1865 the result 
of all their labours had been that, after 300 
years, the church which they had endowed 
and established ministered to the religious I 
wants of only one-eighth or on~-ninth part of 
the cOIDlllunity." Thus, although the govern
ment were unable to agree to the resolution, 
they were not prepared to deDJ the abstract 
trnth of the former psrt of it. They could 
not assert that the present position of the 
establishment was satisfactory. 'I'be Irish 
Church, as she then stood, was in a. false posi
tion. It was much more difficult, however, to 
decide upon the practical aspect of the ques
tion, and DO one had ventured to propose the 
remedy required for the existing state of 
things. This question raised a whole Dest of 
political problemsj for while the vast majority 
of the It-ish people were opposed to the main
tenance of large and liberal endowments for a 
fragment of the population, they repudiated 
any desire to appropriate tlu;!Se endowments, 
~nd firmly rejected all idea of receiving a state 
provision for themselves. How could the 
government, in view of these facts, substitute 
a satisfactory for an admittedly unsatisfactory 
state of things1 They were unable to do so. 
Consequently II we feel that we ong-ht to de-

cline to follow the hOllourahl1:! gen tleman into 
• the lobby, and declare that it is the duty of 
the government to give their early attention 
to the subjectj because if we gave a. vote to 
that effect we should be committing one of 
the gravest offences of which ~l. government 
could be gu:ilty~na.mely, giving a. deliberate 
and solemn promise to the country, which pro
mise it would be out of our power to fulfiL" 

Mr. Whiteside, who had been the Conser
vative attorney~general for Ireland, violently 
opposed Mr. Gladstone's opinions, ~nd the 
debate was adjourned not to be renewed in 
that parliament. Mr. Gladstone, some tiIlle 
afterwards, in writing to Dr. Hannah, warden 
of Tl-inity College, Glenalmond, reviewed the 
position as he regarded it, and explained his 
own aetion or want of action in relation to 
it:-

"Because the question is remote, and ap
parently out of all bearing on the practical 
politics of the day, I think it would be for me 
worse than superfluous to determine upon any 
scheme or basis of "a scheme, with respect to it. 
Secondly, because it is difficultj even if I anti
cipated any likelihood of being called upon: to 
deal with it, I should think it right to take no 
decision beforehand on the mode of dealing 
with the difficulties. . . . I think I have 
stated strongly my sense of the responsibility 
attaching to the opening of such a question, 
except in a state of things which gave promise 
of satisfactorily closing it. For this reason it 
is that I have been so silent about tbematter, 
and may probably be so again; but I could 
not, as a minister and as member for Oxford 
University, allow it to be deba.ted an inde
finite Dumber of times and remain silent. 
Oue thing, however, I may add, because I 
think it a clear landmark. In any measure 
dealing with the Irish Church, I think (though 
I scarcely expect ever to be called on to sbal'e 
in such a. measure) the act of Union must be 
recognized, and must have important conse
quences, especially with refeJ.·enee to the posi
tion of the hierarchy." 

He evidently had little idea that he would 
so soon be called upon to deal with the dis
establishment of the Irish Church as a "burn
iug" question, Dor did many other people 
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think 80 at that time. But some of his con
stituents at Oxford took alarm j others, who 
had for BOme time been watching him with 
suspicion, announced their intention of a.baQ.~ 
doning him at the general election. .A large 
number who were linn and faithful, and who 
admired his determined freedom of opinion, 
supported him with marked. enthmriasm. 
They were not numerous enough to carry his 
election, however. He was opposed by Mr. 
G'athome Hardy, 8. pronounced Conservative, 
who, as we have seeD, 'Was a strong advocate 
for maintaining the Eetablished Church in 
Ireland. Mr. Gladstone's former colleague, 
Sir William Heathcote, was lIDOPposed, and 
it was arranged that the supporters of both 
the other candidates should give him their 
second vote. By an act paa3ed in the pre
vious parliament, elections for the universities 
might be conducted by voting-papel'8 sent to 
the vice-chancellors, and the poll was kept open 
for five daya; but many distinguished men 
went up personally to accord their vote for 
the chancellor of the exchequer. There was 
a general feeling that to discard him would 
be a disgrace if not a calamity to the univer
sity, and as a matter of fact it was not by the 
lack of real university votes that he l08t the 
election. His defeat was due to the opposi
tiOD of the nOD-residents. Of the 250 resi
dents 155 voted or paired in his favour; those 
who voted against him. were the men who 
had left the university, and had no sympathy 
with _ Ata advances or its changed mode of 
thought ainee they had ceased to be oonneeted 
with it. ' 

With a majority in the imPOltant oollegee, 
Mr. Gladstone received 1 ~ voteo,Mr. Hardy, 
1904; and Sir W. Heathcote, 3236-& large 
number of eleetors plumping far Mr. Glad
atone, and the total number of votes being 
larger than had been registered at any previous 
election. Among the distinguished men who 
voted for the chancellor of the exchequer 
were the Bishops of Durham, Oxford, and 
Chester, Earl Cowper, the Dean of Weatmin
ster, the Dea.n of Christchurch, Professors 

. Farrar, Rolleston, and Max Mtiller, the Dean 
of Liehfield, Sir J. T. Coleridge, Sir Henry 
Thompson, the Rev. Dr. Jelf, the Bodleian 

Librarian, Sir F. T. Palgrave, the Right Hon. 
S. Lushington, the Dean of St. Paul's, the 
Rev. Joho Keble, the Principal of Brasenoee, 
the Dean of Peterborough, Professor Coning
ton, the Rev. J. B. Mozley, Mr. E. A. Fr ... 
man, Chief Justice ErIe, Dr. Pusey, Profeawr 
Jowett,Mr. Cardwell, the Marquis of Kildare, 
and the Rector of Lincoln. 

".After an arduous connection of eighteen 
years I bid you. respectfully farewell, IJ wrote 
Mr. Gladstone to the members of convocation. 
"My earnest purpose to serve you, my many 

faults and shortcomings, the incidents of the 
political relations between the university and 
myself, established in 1847, so often questioned 
in vain, and DOW at length finally dissolved, I 
leave to the judgment of the future. It is 
one imperative duty, and one alone, which in
duces me to trouble you with these few part

ing words-the duty of expressing my pr0-

found and lasting gratitude for indulgence IS 

generoos and support as warm and enthusia&
tic in itself, and as honourable from the chat'
acter and distinctions of those who have given 
it, as has, in my belief, over beeo aoeorded by 
any constituency to any representative." 

Whatever may have been the regretaof those 
thoughtful chorch.men who regarded Mr. 
Gladstone as the representative of opinions 
which must prevail if the church if>lelf were 
to be at once free and truly authoritative, the 
Liberals outside Oxford. and all over the 
country felt no little eatisfaetion when they 
heard that the chancellor of the sehequer 
was cut loose from the trammels of a repre
sentation which DecesBl\l""ily often restrained 
him from folly expressing his convictioDs on 
pointe of Liberal policy. There was nothing 
unworthy in this reticence, for his association 
with Oxford had beeo " sentimental as well 
as a practical onej and the deep regard he 
entertained for the university, as well as the 
honour which he felt it to be to represeot it 
in parliament, made him eareful to avoid 
giving needless offence to those who were 
already watching him with eomething like 
suspicion. 

The regrets of many eminent DleD. of variOUI 

ehad .. of opinion may be well enmplified by 
the few worda of remonstrance addressed by 
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Dr. Pusey to the editor of a periodical pro
fessing to represent the views of churchmen, 
and delighting in Mr. Gladstone's defeat and 
the return of his opponent. "You are uatu.
rally rejoicing," said the letter, "tC over the re
jection of Mr. Gladstone, which I mourn. 
Some of those who concurred in that election, 
or who stood aloof, will, I fear, mourn bere
after with a double sorrow because they were 
the cause of tha.t rejecti~n. I, of course, 
speak. only for myself, with whatever degree 
of anticipation may be the privilege of years. 
Yet, on the very ground that I may very pro
bably not live to see the issue of the momen
tous future now hanging over the church, let 
me, through you, express to those friends 
through whom I have been separated, who 
love the church in itself, and not the accident 
of establishmen.t, my conviction that we 
should do ill to identify the interesta of the 
church with any political party; that we have 
questions before us, compared with which 
that of the establishment (important .. it is 
in respect to the possession of our parish, 
churches) is as nothing. The grounds alleged 
against Mr._ G1adstone bore at the utmost 
upon the establishment. The establishment 
might perish, and the church but come forth 
the purer. If the church were corrupted, the 
establishment would becolUe a aurse in pro
portion to ita influence. As that conflict will 
thicken, Oxford, I think, will learn to regret 
her rude severance from one so loyal to the 
church, to the faith, and to God," 

These were "Weighty words; and it was not 
alone men .who held views similar to those of 
the regius professor of Hebrew who saw in 
Mr. Gladstone a. faithful representative of the 
.church, as we have seen by the na.mes already 
mentioned of those who were among his de
termined Bupporters. 

Mr. Gladstone's own feeling was ODe of r&

lief. He had a sense of freedom. The time bad 
come when he felt impelled to speak out-the 
time had come, and with it the opportunity. 
In South Lancashu'e his name bad been pro~ 
posed to the Liberal electors directly it was 
Been that the election in Oxford migbt go 
against bim; and to South Lancashire he 
hastened after baving closed his political asso-

VOL. IV. 

ciation with Oxford. He issued his address 
from Manchester on the 18th of July. It was 
short and effective. ' 

U You are conversant---few so much so
, with the legislation of the last, thirty-five 

years. You have seen-you have felt its 
results. You caunot fail to have observed the 
verdict' which the country generally has, 
within the last eight days, pronounced upon 
the relative claims and positions of the two 
great political parties with respect to that 
legislation in the past and to the pro&pective 
admiDistration of pnblic affairs. I humbly, 
but confidently-without th~ least disparage~ 
ment to many excellent persons from whom I 
have the misfortune frequently to differ-ask 
you to give your powerful voice in confirm .. 
tion of that verdict, and to probounce with 
significance as to the direction in which you 
desire the wheels of the state to move. Before 
these words can be read I hope to be among 
you in the hives of your teeming enterprise." 

Mr. Gladstone made his appea.ran.ce in 
Manchester in the afternoon of the same day, 
and addressed a. crowded meeting in thE; Free
trade Hall Ie At last, my friends," he said, 
"I am come among you-and I am come, to 
use an expression which has become very 
famous, and is not lUeely to be forgotten, I am 
come among you 'unmuzzled.' Afteran anxious 
struggle of eighteen years, during which the 
unbounded devotion and indulgence of my 
friends maintained me in the arduous position 
of representative of th~ University of Oxford, 
I have been driven from my seat. I have no 
complaint to make of the party which has re

fused to me the resumption of that place. . I 
cannot say that I am glad of it; b~t they are 
the majority, and they have used their power . 
As they have used it, I appeal to you, the men 
of my native county, to know whether that 
which has disqualified me from repl'esenting 
the University of Oxford has also dis.'\bled 
me from representing you. But, gentlemen, 
do not let me come among you under false 
colours 01' with false pretences. I have loved 
the University of Oxford with a deep and 
passionate love, and as long as I breathe that 
attachment will continue i if my affection is 
of the smallest advantage to that great, that 

15 
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aucient, that Doble institution, that adva.ntage,. 
BUch ns it is, and it is most insignificant, ox~ 
ford will possess as long as I live. But don't 
mistake the issue which has been raised. 
The university has at length, after eighteen 
years of self-denial, been dra.wn by what I 
might, perhaps, call a,n overweening exercise 
of power, into the vortex of mere politics. 
Well, you will readily understand why, as 
long as I had a hope that the zeal and kind
ness of my friends might keep me in my place, 
it was impossible for me to a.bandon them. 
Could they have returned me by a. majority 
of one, painful as it is to a. man of my time of 
life, and feeling the weight of public cares, to 
be incessantly struggling for his seat, nothing 
could have induced me to quit that university 
to which I had •• long ago devoted my best 
care and ~ttachment. But_by no act of mine 
I am free to come among ~OU. And having 
been thus set free, I need hard,Iy tell you that 
it is with joy, with thankfulness, and en~ 
thusiasm that I DOW, at this eleventh hour, a 
candidate without an address, make my appeal 
to the heart and the mind of South Lancashire, 
and "ask you to pronounce upon that appeal 
.As I have said, I am aware of no cause for the 
votes which have given a majority against me 
in the University of Oxford, except the fact that 
the strongest conviction that the human mind 
can receive, tbat an overpowering sense of the 
public interests, that the practical teachings of 
experience, to which from my.youth Oxford 
herself taught me to lay open my mind-all 
these had shown me the folly and, I will say, 
the madness of refusing to joiB in the generous 
sympathies of my countrymen by adopting 
what I must call an obstructive policy." 

The sense of freedom spoke in these words
and they were responded to with exuberant en~ 
thu,iasm by those who heard them. A mighty 
shout that rang through the vast hall, densely 
crowded with thousands of listeners, greeted· 
the phrase that he had come there un
muzzled, aDd showed that he was understood 
81ld appreciated. At that 'moment he must 
have felt that he was DOW taking a step that 
would place him in the front of the party·to 
which he had hitherto seemed sometimes to 
give only an incomplete support. 

In Manchester, Liverpool, and all the large 
towns he was returned at the head of the pOnj 
in the total polling he came third, two Con~ 
servative candida.tes, Messl'S. Egerton and 
Turner~ preceding him, the fourth candidate, 
who would have been returned but for Mr. 
Gladstone's election, was Mr. Leigh, also & 

Conservative, the fifth and sixth on the poll, 
who were also defeated; were MI'. Thompson 
and Mr. Heywood, both Liberals. 

The result of the elections tllroughout the 
country was a considerable gain to the Liberal 
party. The city of London returned MeS81'S. 
Goschen, Crawford, Lawrence, and Rothschild, 
all Liberals; in W estminster John Stuart 
Mill "'as at the head of the polI, and he had 
not failed to pronoonce pretty clearly what 
were his views on electoral reform. He said ;-

"With regard to reform biIIs, I .hould vote 
at oncs both for Mr. Bain .... bill and for Mr.· 
Locke King's, and for measores going far be
yond either of them. I would open the suf~. 
frage to all grown persons, both men. and 
women, who can read, write, and perform a 
sum in the rule of three, and who have not, 
within some small number of years, received 
parish relief. At the same time, utterly 
abominating all class ascendency, I would not 
vote for giving the suffrage in such & manner 
that any cl.... even though it be the most 
numerous, could swamp all other classes taken 
together. In the first place, I think that all 
considerable minorities in the country 01' in a 
locality .bQuId be represented in proportion 
to their numbers. I .hbuid be prepared to 
support a measure which would give to the 
labouring classes a clear half of the national 
representation." 

Altogether it became evident that & neW" 
Reform Bill was at least amnng the probabil
ities of the next parliamen~ Of the 657 
members returned during the elections 367 
were recorded as Liberals and 290 as Conser~ 
vatives. 

It was an exciting contest, and the speeches 
of candidatee, especially those of well·known 
statesmen and orators. were eagerly read. 
But the sound of Olle earnest and well~known 
voice was still. Early in the spring of the 
year Richard Cobden had gon. to his rest. 
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In ..the: winter of the previous year the state 
of- his health, never very strong, was such as 
to cause some apprehension. In November 
he bad been on his annual visit to Rochdale, 
to address his constituents, and was in a weak 
and depressed conJitioD. The meeting .was a 
large one, and he spoke at UDusuallength and 
v.ith much earnestuess, dwelling especially on 
the coudition of the peasantry of England in 
relation to the land, and advocatiDg what 
may b. called free.trade in land. On several 
other subjects he touched. with his usual em
phasis and effect, so that the exertion was 

considerable. Instead of being able at once 
to retire and to enjoy complete repose, he was 

obliged to attend au evening reception of the 
principal Liberals and to undergo some hours 
of talking and hand-sbaking. H. BUffered 
much, on his journey homt\ from what was 
called nervous asthma, a.nd the debility which 
accompanied the disorder, added to the ex~ 
haustion caused by his exertions. Being afraid 
to rest in London lest h. mould be detained 
there by an increase of illness, he continued. 
his journey, reaching home almost helpless. 
An attack of bronchitis followed, and he was 
obliged to be treated as an invalid during the 
inclement Winter. By th. end of January he 
had rallied, and he never lost his keen interest 
in or hold upon public affairs, though be re
garded with doubt the proopect of obtaining a 
wide measure of refonu in the face of the op.
position of "the privileged classes." On the 
10th of February (1865) h. received a letter 
from Mr. Gladstone, written on behalf of the 
government and at the desire of Lord Palmer
stoD, offering him the ch&irm.a.nshipof the Board 
of Audit, about to be v .... ted by Mr.lWmilly, 
an offioo which was to be reconstituted and 
united to the comptrollership of the exchequer. 
The salary .... to be £2000 a yoM, and al
thongh the duties of the office, Mr. Gladstone 

.said, would require very high qualities for 
their proper discharge. they would not be very 
laborious. The tender of such an office- was 
not to be taken as an adeqnate acknowledg
ment of his distinguished and long-continued 
public services, but it was the highest civil office 
which the govermnent had it in their power to 
give. 

Cobden felt that h. could no more readily 
accept this office than he could the former 
one which was oil'ered him. He did not 
reply to the letter till the 13th, though pro
bably he had decided immediately what course 
he would take. The offer was JqDd, the terms 
in which it was made were ,most gratifying, 
as in his reply to Mr. Gladstone he acknow
ledged, but the state of bis health, he said, 
precluded him from taking any office which 
involved the performance of stated duti~ at 
all seasons of the year, or left a sena,e of r&

BpODsibility for the folfilmeDt of t~ose duties 
by others. These he considered were good 
and sufficient reasons for his exemption from . 
the cares of salaried official life; but those 
were not all, he could not conceal the real 
reason, ""d the latter half of his reply to Mr. 
Gladstone is remarka.bly illustrative of the 
single nature of the man ;-

"Were my case different, still, while sen
sible of the kind intentions which prompted 
the offer, it would assuredly not be consulting 
my weHare to place me in the post in question, 
with my known views respecting the nature 
of our finance. Believing, as I do, that while 
the in~me of the government is derived in a 
greater proportion than in any other country 
from the taxation of the humblest classes, ita 
expeuditnre is to the last degree wasteful and 
indefensible, it would be almost a penal ap
pointment to consign me for the remainder of 
my life to the task of passively auditing out 

finance accounts. I fear my health would 
sicken and my days be shortened by the 
nauseous onlsa!. It will be better that I ..... 
tain my seat in parliament as long as I am 
able in any tolerabl. degree to perform ita 
duties, where I bve at least the opportunity 
of protesting, however un.·\Vailingly, against 
the government expenditure.'1 

By the early part of March Cobden was ahle 
to walk out a little on bright, genial days, and 
}lr. Bright went down to Midhurst to see him. 
He seemed to feel that his work here was nearly 
done. Once when they were out together he 
looked towards the church and &Iid quietly, 
"My boy is buried there, and it will Dot be long 
before I am there with him.'1 I t ~'as not long. 
In th. followmg month they lay sid. by sid. 
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The subject of fortiticatioDS in Canada was I Cathedral, though he had passed it every day 
to be brought before the house, and Mr. I of hlillife for fifteen years. They strolled about 
Bright was anxious that Cobden should, if ' among the monuments for a couple of hours, 
possible, be present during the discussion. It 
seemed scareely probable that the state of his 
health would allow him to make the journey to 
London; but on the 21st of March his desire 
to be present when the Canadian fortification 
scheme had to be opposed, indnced him to 
undertake it, though the weather was bleak: 
and cold. He was accompanied by Mno. 
Cobden and hlil eldest daughter, and they 
had taken lodgings in Suffolk Street, that he 
might be near to the Atheo8!um Club, and 
not far from the House of CommoD& He had 
only just arrived, and was writing letters to 

80me of hlil friends, when he was prostrated 
by 8Jl attack of asthma. An east wind con~ 
tinned to blow, and he lay watching the smoke 
as it was carried from the chimneys of the 
houses opposite. In a few daye he appeared . 
to be 80 much better that h. was allowed to 
~ ODe or two of his friends; but the recovery 
was only apparent, and a relapse occOJTed, 
which on the 1st of April became worse, and 
another attack of bronchitis made his recovery 
almost impossible. Even Mr. Bright was not 
allowed to see him. on that evening; but early 
the following morning (Sunday, the 2d of 
April) h. wae admitted. Alas! all bope of 
Cobden's recovery was then over. Mr. Bright 
remained beside him, a.y.d another old and sin
cere friend, Mr. George Moffatt, was also there. 
The end was very near. As the bells of St. 
Martin's Church were ringing for the morning 
sen-ice, that simple, earnest, faithful brother 
and comrade was no longer with them. The 
funeral was at LaviDgton Churchyard, where, 
on the slope of the bill among the pine woods. 
the body of Richard Cobden, and that of the 
son whose early death he had so long mourned, 
are buried. His biographer1 relates that one 
afternoon in the summer of 1856, Cobden and 
a "'friend took it into their heads, as there was 

nothing of importance going on in the house, 
to stroll into ",r estminster Abbey. His friend 
had ne'"er been inside before, as he confessed 
that he had never been inside St. Paul's 

I Mr. JO)IO Morley. 

and the natural remark fell from his com
panion that perhaps one day the name of 
Cobden too would figure among the heroes. 
"I hope not,D said Cobden, n I hope not. My 
spirit could not rest in peace among these men 
of war. No, no, cathedrals are not meant to 
contain the· remains of such men as Bright 
and me/' 

At the tim. of hlil death Cobden wae within 
two months of the completion of his sixty-.first 
year. 

On the day after the sad event, when 
the House of Commons met, the prime min
ister spoke kindly, but without much tact, of 
the loss which the country and every man in 
it had sustained. The best sentence in the 
speech was that which said: "That same w.
interested epirit which regulated all his pri. 
vate and public conduct led him to decline 
those honours which might most properly 
have recognized and acknowledged his public 
servicee.» Mr. Disraeli, speaking for the op
position, strock a deeper note. "There is this 
consolation,"' he said, "remaining to us when 
we remember our unequalled and irreparable 
losses, that these great men are Dot altogether 
lost to us, that their warda will be often quoted 
in this house, that their examples will often be 

referred to and appealed to, and that even 
their expressions may form a part of our dis
cussions. There are, indee4, I may say, some 
members of parliament who, though they may 
not be present, are still members of this house, 
are independent of dissolutions., of the caprices 
of constituencies, and even of the oourse of 
time. I think that Mr. Cobden was one of 
these men; and I believe that when the ver
dict of posterity shall be recorded upon his 
life and conduct, it will be said of him that he 
was without doubt the greatest politician that 
the upper middle class of this country has as 
yet produced, and that he was not only an 
ornament to the House of Commons, but an 
honour to England." 

The house was hushed and silent, but there 
was sllch an evident expectation that Mr. 
Bright should aay something that, deeply 
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affected as he evidently was, he rose and en
deavoured to say how e~ expression of 
sympathy that he had lleard had been most 
grateful to his heart. "But the time," he 
went on in bl'Oken ac.cents, U w l:tfuh bas elapsed 
since in my presence the ma.nliest and gentlest 
spirit that ever quitted or tenanted a. human 
form took its flight is so short that I dare Dot 

even attempt to give utterance to the feelings 
by which I am oppressed. I shall leave to 
some calmer moment, when I may have an op
portunity of speaking before some portion of 
my countrymen, the lesson which I think may 
be learned from the life and character of my 
friend. I have only to say that after twenty 
years of most intimate and almost brotherly 
friendship, I little knew how.much I loved 
him until I had lost him/' 

About a twelfth of the members of the 
House of Commons attended the funeral at 
Lavington. Mr. Gladstone was there, and a 
large number of the old free-traders of the 
Anti-Corn-Iaw Le&ouue. The French govern
ment and the French press offered their re

spectful tributes to the memory of the man 
who had done so much to ~romote interna
tional good.wiIl. 

The year was only just nearing ita close 
when the death of the prime minister caused 
a change in the immediate political aspect. 
People had said that he would never sit in 
:mother parliament, but the remark pointed 
rather to his probable retirement. Others, 
though they saw the signs of age and coming 
infirmity, declared that he wOl\ld never give 
in while he could get down to the house. 

In July, 1865, parliament being dissolved, 
there was a contest at Tiverton, 8.Dd Lord 
Palmerston went there and was re-elected.. 

Dwing the latter part of the preceding 
session he had suffered continuously from 
gout and disturbed sleep. He Dever aban
doned his duties as leader of the h~usej but 
without doubt they were, under the circum
stances, performed with much physical diffi
culty, and greatly aggravated his disorder. 
Immediately after the Tiverton election he 
retired to Brocket, in Hertfordshire-the 
place Lady Palmeroton had inherited from 

her brother, Lord Melbourne-selecting tl4s 
in preference to Broadlands as being more 
within reach of medical advice. The gout 
had affected an internal part owing to his 
baving ridden on horseback before he was 
sufficiently recovered, and, although all his 
lxxIily or~ were sound, and there was no 
reason why, with proper care, he should not 
have lived for several years longer, those 
around him could not fail to feel anxiety 
about his evident state of weakness, not only 
for the moment, but at the prospect of his 
again meeting parliament as prime minister. 
That he himself felt the same anxiety for the 
future was clear. "One morning about a fort
night before he died,n says the HOD. Evelyn 
Ashley, c'I witnessed an incident which was 
both evidence of this and also very charac
teristic of the ma.u. There were some high 
railings immediately opposite the front door, 
and Lord Palmerston, coming out of the 
bouse without his hat, went straight up to 
them after casting a look all round to see that 
no one was looking. He then climbed deli
berately over th~ top rail down to the ground, 
00 the other side, turned round, climbed back 
again, aud then went indoors. It was clear 
tbat he had come out to test his strength and 
to find out for himself in a practical way how 
far he was gaining or losing ground. Not 
that he had any excesSive dread of death, for, 
as he put it one day, in homely fashion, to 
his doctor, when pressing . for a frank opinion 
as to his state, 'When a man's time is up 
there is no use in repining/ The most touch
ing and characteristic feature of his bearing 
at this time was his solicitude to avoid adding 
to Lady Palmerston's anxiety, and the cheer
fulness which he assumed in her presence. 
Iudeed consideration for others was, as in life 
so in death, one of his finest qualities. I re. 
member that, only a few days before bis end, 
when, so far as the aspect of his face could 
betoken, illness, he appeared as ill as a man 
could be when about and at work, Lady Pal
merston, at breakfast, alluded to the cattle 
plague, which was then making great havoc 
in England. He at once remarked that all 
the symptoms of the disorder were described 
by Virgil, and repeated to me some eight 
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lines out of the Georgics descriptive of the 
disease. He then told us a story of a scrape 
he got into at Harrow for throwing stonesj 
and the exc~ of laughter, which he was un
able to restrain, with which he recalled the 
incident, was the only token that could have 
betrayed to Lady Palmerston how weak hewne. 
••• A chill caught while out driving brought 
on internal in.8ammatioD, and on the 18th of 

October, 1865, within two days of completing 
his eighty-first year, he cloeed his earthly 
career, the half-opened cabinet-box on his 
table, and the unfinished letter on his desk, 
testilied th.t h. was at his post to the Iast.' 

The death of Lord Palmeraton J>I'I"ticaily 
left no alternative but for the queen again to 
recognize the position and long public services 
of Earl Russell, hy calling on him to form a 
m'iniatry, which was in effect a reconstruction 
of the former one, with :Mr. Gladstone as 
leader in the House of Commons. There 
were very serious doubts in many minds 
whether the chancellor of the exchequer, with 
his grave, serious ways, and the absence in 
his temperament of anything like- the jaunty, 
bantering humour which had been so marked 
a characteristic of the late premier, would be 
able to· sustain the position of Jeader with 
Earl Russell in the upper hoose, Gladstone 
was, it was said, too much in earnest. Every 
question was treated 88 though it were of 
grave and momentous interest. How would 
such a leader deal with a house which con~ 
tained men of all dispositions, and a good 
many of whom were inclined to treat political 

questioD8 with levity or with indifference, ex~ 
copt when they could he turned to party pill'
poses! 

It so happened that the session then a~ 
proaching turned out to be one, the aspect of 
which dema.nded the exercise of those qualities 
which the chancellor of the exchequer p0s

sessed j and though Earl Russell's government 
was defeated before the close of the year, the 
measures and even the views of the ministry, 
or at nll events of Mr. -Gladstone and those of 
his coUeagnes who were in front of the de
mands of the public, so impressed the nation. 
that the succeeding ministry found themselves 

not only able, but impelled, to abandon their 
traditional policy, and I to adopt measures 
which· disturbed, if it did not alarm Lord 
Derby, who described the action he was obliged 
to endorse as "a leap in the dark," and inti
mated that he yielded for the purpose of SUI'" 
porting the Conservative party and continuing 
in office. :Mr. Disrneli, on the other hand, spoke 
of having "educated" his par:ty to the point 
where they seemed to have so far given up 
tbeir previous convictions as to frame a mea
sure of parliamentary reform in which what 
they had just before called n radical" mea<J:ures 

were included, and even household _ sutfrnge 
was approached. without Dluch hesitation. 

But we must now close this long chapter, 
and after a brief review of some of the lights 
and shadows of the time preceding the session 
of 1866,-lights and shadows which had pre
saged important changes and striking e:x~ 

ampl .. of progress,-will pass on to • period 
which may well be called one of fC leaps and 
bonnds." 

Public regret for the I ... of Lord Palme .... 
ston was sincere and general. Parliament 
was Dot sitting and therefore the official and 
ministerial tributes to his memory were not 
uttered till the following year, when the chan
eeIlor of the exchequer moved for an address 
to the queen, praying that an order might be 
given to erect a monument in Westminster 
Abbey to the memory of the late premier. 
Both Mr. Gladstone and :Mr. Disraeli spoke 
with effect in their remarks upon the loss 
which the country bad sustained. Mr. Glad
.tone had already publicly referred to other 
recent losses which the country bad sustained. 

On the 1st of November, 1865, he had been 
in G~fI'()W, wh;ere he was presented with 
the freedom of the city, and it was in his 
reply on that occasion that he said :_" It has 
been my lot to follow to the gJ:a\'e several of 
those distinguished men who have been called 
away from the scene of their bonour.l.Lle 
labours-not, indeed, before they had acquired 
the esteem and confidence of the country, but 
still at a period when the miltds and expecta
tions of their feUow...oountrymen were foudly 
fixed upon the thought of what they might 
yet achieve for the public good. Two of your 
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own countrymen-Lord Elgin and Lord Dal
housie-Lord Canning, Lord Herbert, Sir 
George Cornewa.ll Lewis, and the Duke of 
Newcastle, by some singular dispensation of 
Providence, have been swept away in the full 

• ma.turity of tlleir facqlties and in the early 
. stages of middle life-a body of men strong 

enough of themselves in all the gifts of wisdom 
and of knowledge, of experience 'and of elo. 
quence, to have equipped a cabinet for the 
service of the country .. And therefore, my 
lord, when I look back upon the years that 
have passed, though they have been joyful 
years in many respects, because they have 
been. years in which the parliament of thts 
country has earned fresh and numerous titles 
to the augmented confidence of its citizens, 

they are also mqul\llful in that I seem to .see 
the long procession of the figures of the dead, 
and I feer that those who are left behind are, 
in one sense, solitaJ.'Y upon the stage of public 
life." Two days after having visited Glasgow, 
Mr. Gladst.one was at Edinburgh, where he 
delivered to the students his valedictory ad
dress as rector of the university, the subject 
selected for illustration being, II The Place of 
Ancient Greece in the Providential Order of 
the World," an orntion which is to be read in 
his printed works, and may be said to be one 
of the most rema.rkable and attractive' ad
dresses he ever deli vel"ed, interesting alike 
for its subject and because of the lucidity of 
its statements and the admirable construction 
of its balanced sentences. 
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Any historical narrative of social and politi
cal progress, if it is to be both interesting and 
intelligible, must frequently go to and fro: 
must carry on the story of one or other' im
portant event or episode to a point beyond 
that to which the main current of the record 
would have brought it, if the journey bad been 
broken by a subordination of continuity to 
mere dates. Nb one can make a profitable 
journey on the stream of history if the l'&ft 
that carries him is only chronological. In 
other wOl'ds:-history is not an almanac. , 

We may, therefore, go back, or at least take 
a backward glance at 80me OCCUrl'ences which 
have not heen chronicled in these pages, but 
reference to which may be useful, or even neces
sary, for the due apprecia.tion of the social and 
political conditions of the country a.t the com
~llencemeDt of what !pay be caBed a new 
period, if Dot a. new era, in national experi
ence. 

It would be beyond ti,e limits oftbese pages 
to refer, however briefly, to ordinary acci
dents a.nd calamities which bad moved the 
public interest during the ysal'8 with which we 
have just been concerned; hut one or two ex
ceptionul occnrrences demand a word of notice, 
for they were associated with important in
terests and with deep public feeling. One of 
these was the bursting of the Bradfield reser
voir, eight miles above the town of Sheffield, 

and the fearful inundation which followed. 
This-terrible calamity occurred on the 11th of 
March, 1864, and the memory of those who 
witnessed it, or heard the particulars, at once 
went back to a date twelve years before, 
when (early in February,. 1852) the Bilbury 
reservoir above the village of Holmfirth, in 
the West Riding of Yorkshire, burst upon
&. narrow pass in which the town stood. 
On that occasion the whole enormous volume 
of water ~rom a reservoir 150 yards long and 
90 feet high, rushed down the narrow gorges 
leading to the valley in the direction of the 
plain-crashing into ruin mills, dye-houses, 
barns, stables, and cottages, and sweeping be
fore it trees which it tore up by the roots, as 
weHaB the carts,waggons,and wreckage,which, 
being stopped on tbeir course by the bridges 
over a stream in the valley, formed obstacles 
behind which the mass of water accumulated 
till it burst onward with irresistible force 
sweeping through the village, destroying whole 
streets of cottages, shops, and factories, and 
overwhelming many of the inhabitants, Nearly 
a hundred lives were lost, and in some in
stances it was found that whole families were 
drowned. The damage to property was esti
m.ted.t £600,000, and nearly 5000 adults and 
above 2000 children were left destitute. A 
large amount was subscribed in England and 
the colonies for the relief of the sufferers, and it 
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was found by the coroner's jury that the 
calan~ity had been occasioned by the gross 
negligence of those who had the care of the 
construction of the reservoir, and whose duty 
it had been to prevent it fr9in falling into 
decay or becoming ineffectual in case of an 
unusual strain. The commissioners, ~'ho were 
the persons originally responsible, however, 
were a corpomte body and therefore could 
neither be found guilty of 1101' punished for 
manslaughter. 

In 1862 another iuuudatioll had taken place 
through the bursting or blowing up of a great 
sluice made for the drainage of the middle level 
between Lynn and Wisbeach. About 700,000 
acres of the most productive land in the king
dom lay below the high-water level of the 
Wash depending for their existence as land, 
upon great embankmeutsand se1f~a.ctjng sluice
gates. Four miles south of King's Lynn was 
a sluice.gate through which the waters. of one 
of the huge drains emptied themselves at low 
water into .the River Ouse, thus passing out 
to sea with the receding tide, the gatet closing 
of their own accord to the pressure of the 
rising tide. These works were, unfort!lnately, 
allowed to fall into disrepair. The natural 
consequence followed. The GermaD Ocea,.n, 
with n. high spring tide, came up the river 
and toppled down the defences. The. wa.ters 
continued pouring tl~rough tha.t gap. Every 
tide necessarily increased the breach. Day 
by day the floods crept on, covering fann 
after farm and homestead after- 'homestead; 
swallowing up flocks and herds, and driving 
back yeoman families, ~h~ retreated as pau
pers. The water spread over 10,000 acres; and 
for long afterwards it required all the en
gineering skill 'of experts to remedy some part 
of the damage. 

The disuster at Sheffield in 1864 was even 
more terrible than eitber of those that had 
preceded it. The Bradfield reservoir was 
about seven ~iles from Sheffield in the hills, 
and would contain millions of cubic feet of 
water. Suspicions existed 1\8 to the strength 
of the embankment, aud on the night of the 
catastrophe, about nine o'clock, a farm labourer 
had noticed a crack in it 88 he went over it, as 
a short cut on his way home across the valley. I 

The engineers in charge had just left, bnt he 
overtook them and they retnrned, though they 
thonght the crack of little importance. Pre
sently other signs of danger were noticed, and 
an attempt was made to blow up a. weir that 
crossed the dam, and so to allow the -water to 
E'scape. It was too late. . Even as the engin
eer and his assistant crossed the slight fissure 
while the men were laying the charge, the 
crack became a chasm, au enormous crevasse, 
a portion of the emb~nlm1ent, 110 feet long 
and 70 feet deep, gave way at once, and the 
tremendous volume of water rushed with an 
awful roar into the valley below. 

Down the hill-side it poured with a sound 
like thunder, deluging the cottages and sweep
ing awa.y substantial buildings, bridges, work
shops, rows of houses, as though they were 
mere heaps of rubble. Messengers c&lTying 
the' dread news enabled SOOle of the cottiers to 
escape ,for their li vesj but the water nearly over
took the messengers themselves, and they had 
to run before they could reach the head of the 
valley. Rushing on towards Sheffield tbe flood 
literally swept from off the faCe of the earth 
several entire villages, including Little M.atlock 
and Malinbridge. Whole families were carried 
a.way with their dwellings, and not a. trace re
mained of the thriving and industrious arti
saus who had sought their beds u,nconscious 
of the dreadful fate that so suddenly befen 
them. Between Hillsborough Bridge and 
Malin bridge there stood sevel'8.l long rows of 
cottage~housE's, inhabited by the workmen of 
the mills and forges on the adjacent streams, 
with their families. With a few, exceptions, 
the flood wholly demolished all those rows of 
dwellings. In many instances even their fou,n
dations were obliterated. At the junction of 
the Loxley and the Rivelin only a few 1;IC&t

tered houses, the walls and windows burst in 
by the flood, stood to mark the site of the once 
populoUs village. The enormous volume of , . 
water debouching from the gorge at the foot 
of Loxley valley seemed to have divided itself 
into two strea.ms, which swept with resistless 
force over the ha.mlets of Maliubridge and 
Hillsborough. The bridges that formerly 
crossed the stream were swept away to their 
foundation-stones, and the districts which the 
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streams divided were separated by a rushing 
torrent of water. 

It reached Sheffield at a quarter past twelve. 
From six to eight feet of water 800n flooded 
BOme of the most populous thoroughfares. The 
rushing of the torrent was like the noise of an 
express train in a railway cutting. Against 
the piers of Lady Bridge aD enormous mass 
of timber, rafters, flooring, broken furniture, 
straw, and other articles had been pung in 
inextricable confusion by the force of the 
stream which h..ad borne them onward in its 
overpowering course. In the fields and by the 
road-side, families had been drowned in their 
cottages before they could escape; people 
had been ov~rtaken and swept away-swept 
from their houses, some of them. Many bodies 
were found quite naked, the force of . the 
water having ,stripped off' such clothing as 
they had on. The timber dashed against the 
Lady Bridge and threatened to batter it down; 
the arches ~ere choked with rubbish, and the 
water overflowed the parapet. The streets 
were rivet'S in which drowned animals, timber, 
trees, and the debris .of machinery, furniture, 
and buildings t10ated hillier and thither. .At 
the ~eigbt of the inundation the Wicker was 
said to be like an immense river. When it had 
somewhat subsided the causeways and carriage
ways resembled the furrowed sea-shore; gas-
lamps lay on the pavements; one of the arches 
of the viaduct was nearly stopped by a large 
ash-tree that had been uprooted and carried 
thither by the stream. The Midland Railway 
station was flooded; shop-windows and doors 
had been forced in and broken i the shops and 
cellars were filled with the sand and mud left 
by the flood, and their contents were destroyed. 
At Hillfoot, Neepsend, Kell1am, Philadelphia, 
Bacon IshUld, Rnd the other adjacent suburbs, 
the ruin was complete, and the spectacle 
when the water bad subsided, was strange 
and sad. A number of dead bodies were 
found at Rotherham, and along the valleys of 
the Loxl~y and Rivelin. The scene 'Was ap
palling, and showed oowawful had been tbe 
culnmity to those who, overtaken in their efforts 
to escape, or before they could make that effort, 
were overwhelmed in the streetB or the fields, 
or in their'houses. Children had been drowned 

beside the~:ir mothers almost before either could 
have been awakened. In other places families 
bad got out, and were lost amidst the darkness 
in the advailcing and surrounding flood. In 
the l~wer part of the town of Sheffield many 
lives were lost. Around the Malin's Bridge 
farther up the valley neither a living person 
nor the vestige of a honse 'Was to be seen. 

When the gl'eat basin had nearly emptied 
itself the whole structure was laid bare. It 
was almost a natural tank. Nature had. done 
so much in some of ita convulsion, 88 to have 
left comparatively little for art to'accomplish. 
The deepyalley had been seized upon by the 
practicalengineel', and there required but little 
to be done artificially beyond the construction 
of an embankment at the end of the vaney to 
inclose the basin on three sides, leaving open 
the rear for the free ingress of the water, which 
poured down there in a hundred greater or less 
tributary streams. The capacity of the reser

voir was seventy-eight acres, and it was sruu 
to have held at the time when the embank
ment bUl'St 691,000,000 gallons. The inten
tion was to have given from this reservoir a 

supply to the millownel'S,oi ten cubic feet per 
second every day Sundays excepted. The 
embankment was composed of 400,000 cubic 
yards of stone, earth, &c., and was 500 feet 
wideat its base, tapering to a very narrow apeL 
On the south sid~ a waste weir, a foot below 
the water line, was supposed to provide for 
safety under all ordinary circumstances. 

After a long inquiry it was understood that 
the original construction had been defective, 
and that the reservoir bad not been properly 
im:;pedted and attended to. Altogether it was 
believed that 2iO lives bad been lost by the 
:ft?Od. The coroner's jnry found that there had 
not been such engineering skill and attention 
in the construction of the works as their mag
nitude and importance· demanded, and that 
the lBc.oislature ought to provide for a frequent 
regular and sufficient government inspeetion 
of all works of that character. 

Public subscriptions were raised for the 
Bufferers, the queen heading the list, and a 
special act of parliament was passed appoint.. 
ing commissioners to ascertain what were the 
claim. against the Sheffield Water Works 
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Company by pemons whose property had been 
injured or destroyed. 

Of loss and danger by fire there had been 
so many instances that public attention i:n 
Loudon was drawn to the improvement of the 
fire-brigades and the adoption of inc~d 
means for promptly extinguishing fires occur
ring in the metropolis, and especially for se-
curing a better and more immediate supply of 

water. The question of water supply was 
being discussed in more ways than one, for 
the London companies exercised their mon
opolies in a manner which called forth fre
quent complaints, not only because of the 
manner in which their rates were charged 
without any reference to the qua.ntity of water 

consumed by the inmates of the houses sup
plied, but because that method of ~ting was 
supplemented by dxtra charges, which, to
gether with the manner of supplying poor 
neighbourhoods, operated to prevent the prac
tice of cleanliness and decency_ 

There had been DO fire in London of any 
very startling m8etTD.itude since that which oc

curred at the wharves adjoining London 
Bridge, in Tooley Street, on the 22d of J unt', 
1861. And on that occasion the large steam 
fire-engines and the floa.ting engines did re
markable service, though the inflammable 
1l&ture of the materials stored in the vast 
warehouses, which chiefty contained oils, Rus
sian tallow, tar, saltpetre, hemp, rice, and 
BUgar, preven~ed the extinction of the flames, 
the petroleum actually floating alight on the 
surface of the water. The spectacle of this 
~at range of lof,ty warehouses, extending 
for a great distance along the river, and -all 
burning with a tremendolls glare, which 
lighted up the whole of that part of London 
from what seemed to be a vast pile or furnace 
of red and glowing fire, was one ne\·er to 
be forgotten. For some time it was feared 
that, as the barrels of oil, tar, and soItpelre 
exploded and poured their contents into the 
river, where they floated iu islands of flame, 
the fire would be can-ied to the shipping 
lower down the Thames, or that the sparks, 
flying landward, would be blown afar and 
set some other part of the metropolis in a 

blaze. Several persons lost their lives in the 
attempt to go out in boats to recover the 
floating tallow and other material, while Mr. 
Braid wood, the famous chief of the London 
fire-brigade, perished in the ruins, from which 
hiS body was afterwards recovered to be i~
terred in Abney Park Cemetery, amidst a 
great concourse of people who had admired 
his calm courage and experience. 

Of railway aecidents there had been some 
appallUjg examples, one of which, that took 
place on the 9th of June, 1865, on the Shrews
bury and Chester line, caused a great sensa
tion in the country, both because of the hor
rible circumstances attending it and because 
Mr. Charles Dickens was one of the p!U!8en
gers who escaped1 and gave aid to those who 

.were more or less seriously injured. 
A fast tidal train had left Folkeslone in 

the afternoon with 110 passengers, and pro
ceeded in safety as far as Staplehurst, where 
the railway bridge crosses a narrow stream in 
a. kind of ravine._ The line on the bridge was 

under repair, the rails had been lifted, and a 
wide opening :made in the earth. The tmin, 
going at full speed, rushed on to the gap, and 
eight O\~t of fourteen carriages were thrown 
into the ravine beneath, and tllere dashed to 
fragments, the passengers sustaining horrible 
injuries. Ten persons were either killed by 
their wounds and bruises or were drowned in 
the stream, from which t~ey were dragged, and 
twenty others were so terribly maimed that 
there was much difficulty in removing them. 
Mr. Dickensrendered such prompt and efficient 
service as he could give to persons so seriously 
hurt, and afterwards wrote some account of 
the accident, the effects of which upon his own 
higbly-strung nervous organization may have 
been more serious than appeal'ed at the time. 
There was an inquest, of course, and a ver
dict of manslaughter was returned against the 
district inspector and ~he foreman p!atelayer 
of the line. These verdicts are matters of 
course, but attention was then, as it is now, 
strongly called to the neglect of proper pl'e
cautions by the railway authorities them
selves, and to the difference constantly dis. 
covered between the severity with which en-
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deavou1'8 are mnd~ to enforce the provisions 
of bye~laws against passengers, and the indif
ference of the companies to the regulations, 
by strictly observing which, accidents might 
be prevented. 

The discussion on this subject was painfully 
emphasized at a later date in what was known 
as the Abergt'le accident, where to the ordinary 
ten-or of a collision was added the dreadful 
element of fire in its most appalling form. 
The event, though it did not occur until the 
19th of August, 1868, may be mentioned here 
as illustrating the topic which we are now 
considering. It happened to the Irish limited 
mail train on the journey from Chester to 

. North Wales. The train was running at its 
usual high speed, when, just as it was nearing 
Abergele, it came into collision with some 
trucks· which had broken off a goods train at 
the station and had run down, over the points, 
on to the line on which the mail was approach
ing. The l'~ult was a. tremendous collision, 
which shattered the engine and :flung several 
of the foremost carriages across the line, killing 
or injuring several .of the passengel"9 who 
occupied them. A few extricated themselves 
from the carriages an~ were endeavouring to 
assi$t those who were most hurt, when to the 
horror of everyone it was discovered that 
the front carriages were on fire and burning 
fiercely. The trucks which had struck them 
were loaded with petroleum, and the collision 
h3\'ing broken up the casks or other recep
tacles in which it was inclosed, it had been 
dashed on to the (ngine and the front of the 
train, which was now enveloped in the liquid 
ilame. Death to many must have been almost 
instantaueous. Not even a cry was heard 
from them, not even the semblance of' human
ity still less identity was left, nothing but a 
few heaps of charred remaius were conveyed 
to Abergele Church. Thirty-three persons 
were killed, among them IA>rd and Lady 
Farnham and an attendaut who accompanied 
them. The Duchess of A bercorn and her 
family were iu the train, but occupied an end 
carriage and, escaped unhurt. In one grnve 
in the churchyard to. which they bad been 
carried the mere ashes of the dead were 
buried. 

The public excitement was veryereat, the 
usual censure was given, the usual remon
strance that precautions had been neglected. 
An inquiry was ordered by the Board of 
Trade, and Colonel Rich made his report on 
the 16th of April, saying, n I fear that it h 
ou]y too true that the rules printed and 
issued by railway companies to their servants, 
and which are generally very good, are made 
principally with the object of being produced 
when accidents bap~ from the breach of 
them, and that the companies systematica.lly 
allow many of them to be broken daily, with
ou~ taking the slightest notice of the disobed
ience/' He also spoke strongly against the 
practice of locking railway-carriages, and also 
against the treating or bribing of railway 
officials by the public. The" accident" at 
Abergele was one among numerous examples 
of the dtUlger that must always attend the 
traffic of goods trains and passenger trnins on 
the same lines of rails, and since that time 
other accidents have pointed to this defect in 
our railway system, especially on short or 
suburban lines where the passenger trains are 
frequent and the so-called" block" system is 
but a name. 

By this terrible accident a new danger 
seemed to be added to railway travelling; but 
a year later the public imagination was again 

startled by the horrible story of • murder per
petrated in a railway-carriage during a short 
journey from -Fen church Street to Hackney, 
near London. The victim of this outrage--a 
gentleman'well known to some of the officials 
of the line, was chief clerk to Messrs. Robarts, 
the bankers of Lombard Street, and was in the 
habit of travelling on the liue from the city 
to Hackney, where he resided. On the night 
of the 9th of July, 1864, the 9-54 train from 
Fenchurch Street bad arrived at Hl\ckney 
station when a gentleman called the attention 
of the guard to the condition of 8 first-class 
compartment, the door of which he had just 
opened for the purpose of entering the car
riage. He had placed his band on one of the 
cushions and found_it to be covered with blood. 
On further examination it was seen thllt the 
floor, the window, aud the side of the carriage 
were also smeal"ed and spattered with blood. 
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A small leather bag, a. stick, and a hat were 
found in the compartment. 

At about the time that this discovery was 
made, the driver and stokel" of an engine which 
had been working the trains of'the Hackney. 
Wick and Stratford line, found a man lying on 
the ~pace between the two lines of rail at a 
spot close to Hackney-Wick, the station before 
Hackney. The person 80 dis~overed was still 
living, but was covered with blood, and had 
evidently received severe blows on the head 
with some blunt instrument; his watch and 
chain were goD~ the latter having beeu broken 
off close to the link which attached it to the 
button-hole of the waistcoat; but money and 
8. silver snuff-box we;re found in his poekets. 
He only survived a few minutes after being 
removed to a. neighbouring tavern, and had 
not regained consciousness before his death. 
The body was soon identified by friends and 
relatives, and it was found that a pair of gold 
eye-glasses which the deceased had worn were 
missing; but his diamond ring was still on his 
finger. The little lea.ther bag had apparently 
been opened by some one after the assault, 
which probably took place between the stations 
of Bow and Hackney-Wick; it appeared that 
the body had been dragged to the door of the 
railway-ea.rriage and thrown out; and that the 
murderer had escaped while th~ train was in 
motion. It was at first supposed tha.t there 
must have been some other motive than 
robbery for the attack, which might, it was 
thought, ha.ve been made suddenly, while the 
deceased was dozing, and therefore only half 
conscious. Still the short time occupied in the 
journey between the stations might have ac
counted for the trivial nature of the robbery 
achieved by such horrible means, and there 
was no suspicion of anyone who' was likely to 
make such an attack for revenge. No clue 
was to be obtained, and the government, 
Messrs. Robarts, and the gentleman's f~ily, 
offered respectively £100, making altogether 
£300 reward for the discovery of the murderer. 
Only one starting-point was afforded to the 
police. No hat was found near the body of 
the murdered maD, and the hat which was 
found in the railway-carriage was known not 
to belong to him. For a week no information 

was obtained which seemed likely to lead to 
a discovery of the perpetrator of the crime. 
Then link by link of evidence fixed the guilt 
upon a 'German named Franz MUller. The 
watch-chain taken from the murdered man, 
had been taken to a. jeweller in Cheapside 
naQ1ed Death, who had exchanged it for an
other, a.nd the person who had left it had the 
appearance of a foreigner. Then a cabman 
came forward to examine the bat fouud in the 
railway-carriage, and declared it to be one 
which he had bought for 4n acquaintance of 
his, a native of Cologne, who once lodged in his 
house, and was, or had been,courting his sister. 
A photograph which Milller had given to the 
sister was identified by Mr. Deat~ as a like
ness of the person who had exchanged f:.he: 
chain; and to complete this part of the evi
dence, Miiller had given to one of the cab
man's children a card-board box, such as 
jewellers use, with the name of Mr. Death 
upon it. Before this, shortly after the nlurder, 
MUller was at the cabm~'s house wearing a 
gold chain such as he had not previously 
possessed, and it was remembered that it re
sembled that said to have belonged to the 
murdered man. On the police going to MUller's 
lodgings at Old Ford, Bow, it was found that 
he had been there about eleven o'clock on the 
night of the murder, a.nd was in a very con
fused or agitated state. When at the cabman's 
he had seemed to walk lame, and expm.iued it 
by saying he had spra~ned his ankle. He 
could not be found at his lodgings, and, from 
a letter posted at Worthing, it was discov.ered 
that he had sailed for New York in a ship 
named the Victoria. Two detective OffiCel'8, 
accompanied by Mr. Death and tIle 'cabman, 
sta.rted in pursuit, in a steamer, which, it was 
calculated, would reach New York four days 
before the arrival of the Victoria. This turned 
out to be the case, and MUllcrwas arrested. The 
circumstantial evidence was complete, and was 
confirmed by the fact that the hat of the mur
dered man was in MUller's possession, and had 
been cut down or reduced in height and altered, 
so tbat he could wear it. Millier was tried, 
sentenced to death, a.nd executed. Two results 
followed the crime, and the apprehension and 
execution of the criminnl. First, the detective-
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police, who had for a. long time been falling 
into disrepute because of several crimes, and 
two or three murders, the perpetrators of which 
had Dot been discovered, obtained some re

newal of credit for having helped to put 
together the very easy and obvious items of 
evidence; secondly, a grea.t outcry was heard, 
demanding that some improvement should be 
made in railway compartments, that means of 
eommunication with the guard and with other 
passengers should be provided to every com~ 
partment, so that an alarm might readily lie 
given in case.of assault or danger. Some im
provements were tried. in the wa.y of experi
ments on means of com.munication, and in some 
instances it ,was made po98ible to convey an 
alarm to passengers in another compal'tment 

through small openings or glass partitions in 
the upper part of the carriage above the seats. 
What did nol happen was that reallyeffectua.! 
measures were taken either to communicate 
with the guard or to give an immediate alarm, 
or to ensure the stopping of the tl1'in under 
pressure of any great emergency. The car-

.. riages of most of· the railways having been 
built on a. regular plan which enables passen
gers to secure a certain degree of pIivacy, the 
companies were not inclined to incur the ex
pense of a change of construction. -Several 
serious and savage assaults, and certainly one 
brutal murder like that perpetrated by Miiller, 
have occurred since, and yet little or no im
portant change bas been effected for the secu
rityof passengers against robbery and viole.nce 
in the carriages of many of our lines of railway. 

It will be seen that the instances here given 
of crimes which called for public attention are 
such as point to the necessity for progressive 
legislation. Unbappily there were also many 
offences committed during the period DOW. 

under review which ,served to contradict the 
assumption that social .progress had been 
very marked, or bad extended very. far; but 
ma.king allowance for the vastly greater pub. 
licity given to all classes of offences a.gainst 
the law, it must be admitted tha.t there had 
been a cODsiderable diminution in crimes of 
brutal violence, taking into account the r&

turns from a.ll parts of the country. At the 

same time there were far too many evidences 
of l!' want of 'Commercial morality. Several 
fraudulent schemes were discovered only 
through the lOBS or ruin which they had 
wrought, and more than one large financial 
concern was already trembling on the verge 
of insolvency, and was yet carrying on opera. 
tions which those who were directing them 

. should have known could end only in widely 
spread calamity. Many large undertakings bad 
been carried 011 by risky speculation, and those 
who were responsible had become desperate 
gamesters, wildly fancying that fortuDe might 
yet be retrieved by some lucky throw of the die. 

The conduct of Governor Eyre, the execu. 
tion of George William Gordon, a.nd the whole 
story of the riots in Jamaica formed an ex· 
citing episode in the history of the years 1865 
and 1866. Public opinion had scarcely been 
so completely divided, public feeling had pro
bably not run so high, since the 'outbreak of 
the war in America, as it did on the question 
of the treatment of the negroes and the sum
mary execution of the alleged ringleaders of 
the disturbances in Jamaica in 1865. The 
origin of these riots, which were said to have 
been intended as the beginning of a complete 
insurrection, was by no means easy to discover. 

The first serious disturbanCe took place in 
the parish of St. Thomas-in-the-East, Mo .... t 
Bay, and nearly all the accounts agree in re

presenting that it was attended with horrible 
a.trocities committed by the negroes. 

There can ha no doubt that the outhreak 
was a very serious OBe: the negroes, who were 
suffering greatly from want of remunerative 
employment, had been aroused by seditious 
speeches and printed notices calling on them 
to band together against the whites. Their 
necessities were attributed to the heavy taxa.-. 
tion imposed on them, and to the increase of 
import duties, which raised the prices of 
food and clothing. There had been a drought 
in the island for two seasons, and some dis· 
tricts were in so impoverished a ~tate that 
there was no employment for the labourers on 
plantations which yielded a bare maintenance 
for their owners. Meanwhile the hoI'8t"s, don
keys, and carta of the small proprietora were 
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taxed, and the import duties were increased, 
or at all events maintained at ,a high rate, on 
nearly all necessary articles of consumption. 

The negr~ who had to live by cultivating 
their own small patches of lane were many of 

them half starved and half clad, and the la
bourers were in great distress. Two or tb",ee 
years before it had been represented that there 
was not sufficient labour on the island to cul~ 
tit'ate the plantations, and a system of immi
gration had been commenced. Labourers were 
brought from India and from China, and in 
this scheme £400,000 had been expended out 
of the taxes. Here were smouldering elements 
of discOlltent which might soon be fRDned into 
a flame of insurrection i and though it had 
been declared; on the other hand, that the idle
ness of the emancipated negroes was the chief 

cause of their own poverty and of the unsatis
factory condition of .affairs in ·general, such an 

expla.na.tion required a good deal of proof 
before it was likely to meet with general ac

ceptance in this country. In fact the old battle 
of opinions about the character and claims of 
the negro, and t.he necessity for keeping him 
in subjection, began over again and with ad
ditional emphasis derived from the struggle 
which had led to the emancipation of the 
slaves in the Southern States of America. It 
can scarcely be denied that most of those who 

had had personal acquaintance with the negro 
himself, either in the plantations or. in those 

places where he had found employment among 
other labourers in large towns, declared that he 
would never, as a rule, be a profitable member 
of any community unless he worked under the 
control of a master. That among the surviv
ing characteristics of his race was indisposition 
to work except under the pressure of 'imme.
diate necessity. That he would never, if left 
to hi~self, do more work than would suffice 
to earn his daily ration of common, food and 
such scanty attire as might be necessary to 
enable bim to appear among civilized beings. 
At best he was a clumsy, laughing, careless, 
grotesque, grown-up child, over whom it was 
aometimes necessary to exercise severe controL 
At worst, along with the incurable idleness, 
or the very fitfnl industry, which was a heri

. tage of the savagery from which he sprang, 

there existed a latent unreasoning passion 
which might.be roused to ferocity whenever he 
fancied he had some cause for revenge or re
prisal. Such are the opinions held to~day by 
numbers of persous in tlle South, even in the 
towns where free negroes ha.ve been among 
the lower class of labourers and domestics 
ever since the close of the American war. Nor 
is it by any means certain that the condition 
of "coloured persons" in the North is not 
regulated by the survival of a similar impres
sion among those who were, and are still, the 
unilinching advocates of equal perSonal and 
politicalliherty for black IUld white alike. 

The negroes in Jamaica,and especially about 
Morant Bay district, had evidently an organi
zation which enabled them to make a formid
able display of 'force. They had for 8o~e time 
held meetings under leaders who were at all 
events capable of arousing them to rebellion. 
Their grievances were such as demanded re
dress, and the conditions which caused them 
had been set forth in a letter addressed to Mr. 
Cardwell, the colonial secretary, by Dr. Un
derhill, & gentleman who was associated with 
the Baptist mission. This letter, which was 
on the whole & temperate statement, plainly~ 
referred to the want of just government in 
Jamaica; to the unjust taxation of the coloured 
population; to the refusal of just trib~nalsj 
to the denial of political rights to the emanci
pated negroesj to the want of remunerative 
employment, which woul,d in time remedy the 
evils complained of by increasing the strength 
and intelligence of the people. It was for
warded by Mr. Cardwell to Governor Eyre, 
who, it was afterwards asserted, published it 
in the local newspapers, where it appeared 
with an invitation to the residents of Jamaica. 
to furnish information on which to found an 
answer to it. 

It was this letter, and the meetings called 
in consequence of it, that Mr. Eyre regarded 
as among the chief causes of the rebellionj but 
it was to George William Gordon, a man of 
colour, a Baptist preacher, and a member of 
the assembly at Kingston, and to a negro 
.named Paul Bogl~, Wh9 was a leader at some 
.of the seditious meetings, that he attributed 
active-mischief. 
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There seemed to ha.ve been preparations for 
a general insurrection which was to extend to 
Kingston and other pla.ces beside Morant Bay;, 
but the arrest,-for some trifling ofl'ence,-of a 
negro who, perhapS, was one afthe more active 

agents in the latter place, led to an attempt 
to rescue him, in which the court--house was 
attacked, and a serious riot was the CODSe· 

quence. It was on the 7th of October, 1865, 
and the official report of it stated that 
about 150 meo, armed with sticks, went 
that day (S.turday) to Morant Bay with the 
avowed purpose of rescuing a person who was 
to be tried there for some trifling offence. The 

apprehension of one of their number for dis
orderly conduct in the court-house led to great 

fighting and ,!"nfusioD. and compelled the 
custos of the district, Baron von Ketelholdt~ 
to issue warrants for the apprehension of 
twenty-eight of the more prominent of the 
rioters. On endeavouring to take one Paul 
Bogle into custody he was surrounded and 

protected by a large company of armed blacks, 
who seized the policemen aDd compelled them 
to take an oath that they w~uld act against 
tbe government. On the 11th an encounter 
took place in the square of the court-house, 
the rioters overpowering the few volunteel's 
present, and setting fire to the building. They 
then commenced a wild murderous onslaught 
on the white people, killing and mutilating in 
the most shocking manner all whom they 
came across, and even extending the area of 
their excesses to tIle plantations bordering on 

Morant Bay. 
This seemed to have precipitated the pro

posed insurrection. Some steps were taken to 
quell the rioters and punish the ringleaders, 
and it is very likely, from what afterwards 
transpired, that the negroes had little hope of 

consideration. 
U Skin for skin," wrote Paul Bogle; u the 

iron bars is now broken in this parish j the 

white people send a proclamation to the 
govel'nor to make war against us, which we 
all must put our shoulders to the wheels and 

pulftogether. The Mnroons sent the procla
mation to meet them at Hayfield at once 
without delny that they will pu~ us in a. way 
how to act. Everyone of you must leave 

your house; take your guns. Who don't have 
guns, take your cutlasses down at once. Come 
over to Stony Gut that we might march over 

to meet the Maroons at once without delay. 
Blow your sheUs! Roll your drums; house to 

house take out every man. March them down 
to Stony Gut. Any that yon find, take them 
in the way; take them down with their arms. 

War is at us, my black skins ! War is at hand 
from to-day till to-morrow. Every black man 
must turn at once, for the oppression is too 
great. The white people are now cleaning up 
their guns for us, which we must prepare to 
meet them too. Chaar, men, cheal', in heart 
we looking for you a part of the night or 
before daybreak," 

In consideriug the course pursued by Gov

ernor Eyre it must be remem,bered tbat there 
w8!l already an insurrection in Hayti, in the 
suppression of which an English vessel had 
been engaged; that Governor Eyre had only 
a small force at his disposal and only oue ves
sel of any importance, the Wolverine; and that 
he was necessarily' obliged to leave much 
power in the hauds of the military officers. 
A number of Maroons, who had before served 
in a military capacity, came down from Moore
town, and wera now a.rmed and placed under 
their former captain, the HOD. A, G. Fyfe, 

y.'"ith whom they acted loyally in helping to 
suppress the rebellion, but probably with 
about as much cruelty as the rebels had shown 
to the whites. 

When the news of the rebellion reached Gov. 
ernor Eyre at Spanish Town he caused a body 

of troops to be sent by sea to Morant Bay, and 
issued a proclama.tion declaring that martial 
la.w preyailed throughout"the entire county of 
Surrey, e,,"cept in the city of Kingston. He Pl'O

ceeded to Morant Bay himself in the CormeaU, 
and saw the commanding officers mete out 

summary justice to the persons concerned most 
prominently in the revolt. Short trials, fol
lowed. in most instances by shooting or hang
ing, went on for many days in succession. 
Five tried on board the Wolverine were hOOlged 
on the stone archway of the burnt court-honse, 
where the worst of the ma.ssacres had taken 
place. Concerning his journey the goverDor 
wrote: "I found everywhere the most un-
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mistakable evidence that George William Gor· 
don, a coloured member of the House of .AJA
sembly, had not only been mixed up in the 
matter, but was himself, through his own mis
representation and seditious language ad
dressed to tbe ignorant black people, the chief 
cause and origin of the whole rebellion. Mr. 
Gordon was DOW in Kingston, and it became 
necessary to decide what action should be 

taken with regard to him. Having obtained 
a deposition on oath that certain seditious 
printed notices bad been sent through the 
poet-office directed in his hand writing to the 
parties who had been leaden in the rebellion, 
I at once called upon the custos to issue a 
warrant and capture him. For some little time 
he man~CYed to evade capture; but finding that 
sooner or later it was inevitable, he proceeded 
to the house of General O'Connor and there 
gave himself up. I at once -had him placed 
on board the WolveMnot for safe custody and 
conveyance to Morant Bay." Gordon was tried 
byeaurt-martial there,and banged on the morn
ingof the 23d. "Ihave seen," wrote Govel"llor 
Eyre," the proceeding of the court, and concur 
both- in the justice of the sentence and the 
policyof carrying it out." The governor wrote 
that besides Gordon, the perSons prominently 
concerned in the outbreak were black people 
of the Baptist persuasion connected with him, 
political demagogues and agitators;, a few 
Baptist missionaries, and a portion of the 
press. Humanly speaking, he eaid he believed 
that the promptitude and vigour of action 
which had at once grappled with and punished 
the rebellion had beeu the saving of Jamaica. 
Although tbe stepe taken by Governor Eyre 
met with the entire approval of the Legisla
tive Council and House of Assembly, it was 
thought by many persons in this country that 
he had shown unnecessary haste and severity 
in his treatment of the rebels. This opinion 
can scarcely be wondered at when we read 
the accounts that came here of the wholesale 
punishment and slaughter. For it should have 
been remembered that the persons punished 
were none the less entitled to proper trial and 
regular sentences properly executed because 
they were black. They were emancipated or 
free-born negroes or co1o~ people, the sub-
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jectsof her majesty the queen, and had there
fore a right to the same treatment as would 
have been accorded to insurgents in the United 
Kingdom, to rebel Fenians, or riotous" union
ists 1:1 bent on murder. 

Writing from Morant Bay Lieutenant Ad
cock reported to Brigadier-general N olson the 
result of his pursuit of the insurgents:-

«I have the honour to inform you that on 
the morning of the 23d instant I started with 
thirty men for Duckinfield, aDd visited several 
estates and villages. I burned seven h~uses in 
all, b",t did not even see a rebel. On return
ing to Golden Grove in the evening sixty
seven prisoners had been sent ip. by the Ma.
roons. I disposed of as many as possible, but 
was too tired to continue after dark. On the 
morning of the 24th I started for Morant 
Bay, having first flogged four and hung six 
rebels. I beg to state that I did not meet a 
single man upon the road up to Keith Hall; 
there 'were a few prisoners here, all of whom 
I flogged, and then proceeded to John's-town . 
and Beckford. At the latter place I burned 
seven houses and one meeting-house; in the 
former four houses. We came so suddenly 
upon these two villages that the rebels had 
no tinie to retire with their plunder; nearly 
300 rushed down into a gully, but I could Dot 
get a single shot, the bushes being so thick. 
We could all distinctly hear their voices in the 
wood all round; but after tbe first rush not a 
man was to be seen, and to follow them with 
any advantage was impossible." Captain Ford 
writes on the same subject:-" We made a raid 
with tbirty men, flogging nine men and burn
ing their negro..houses. We held a cou~ 
martial on the prisoners, who amounted to 
about fifty or sixty. Several were flogged 
without court-martial, from a simple exami
nation. . . . This is a picture of martial law. 
The soldiers enjoy it; the inhabitants here 
dread it. If they rnn .on their approach they 
are shot dead for running away." 

The execution of Gordon was regarded with 
extreme disapproval by a large nnmber of 
people, probably the great majority of people 
in Englaud. He had denied all complicity 
with Bogle's insurrectionary plans; hedeclared 
that at the trial the evidence he could have 

•• 
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brought was not heard, either through the 
want of time or the determination of the 
judges. He bade farewell to his wife, his 
mother, and his friends in 8. cheerful letter 
full of fervid declaratiolls that he should die 
in the cause of religion, and expressing his 
hopes and sentimenu. in the language of St. 
PattI. The question was asked here, By what 
right bad the governor ordered a. l;DaIl who 
was a British subject and entitled to the Prt?
tectiOD of the law, to be 8lTeSted, conveyed 
to 8. place where martial law had been pro
claimed, tried by court-mal'tiat, and immed· 
iately executed 1 If speaking at public meet
ings, even if tb~ langooge held were seditious 
or calculated to lead to riotous proceedings 
and rebellion, should be an excuse for such a 
course of proceeding, there were people here, 
and even mem bel'S of the British parliament, 
who might be liable to the same treatment. 
Of course an answer-a BOrt of a.nswer to this 
was that in' a. place like Jamaica, and among 
people such as those with whom. the governor 
had to deal, prompt and stern repression of 
rebellion was ne~ssary; ,and violence had 
to be met with violence, sedition with im
mediate and unrel~ntjDg ptmishment. But 
this did not meet the pttrticular case of Gor
don, even if it could be urged as some excuse 
for proclaiming military law. There were 
people who were ready to say, we had to put 
down rebellion that would soon have isaued in 
massacre. We have heard bef~re now of the 
gentle, the child-like Hindoo, and yet there 
was a. Sepoy rebellion, an Indian mutiny, a 
well of Cawnpore, a. masaaere of Delhi. In the 
same way there might have been equal atl'oei
ties in Jamaica, and there was evidence at the 
very beginning to show that unless the rebel- . 
lion were stamped out sternly and fiercely, 
without hesitation, the indolent, good-natured, 
faithful negro, as' some of you think him, 
would have been wrought up to the pitch of 
frenzy, in which he would have committed 
atrocities that would have almost meant exter
mination, either of the blacks or the whites, in 
a great part of tlte island. 

After making full allowance. for these 
representations, however, the repods from 
Jamnica showed sucb recklessneat-we might 

almost say such gleesome alacrity-en the 
part of some ,of the officers in carrying fire 
and slaughter and the hangman's rope among 
the wretched blaCks that public feeling 
was revolted. The friends of emancipation 
and the haters of oppression and of mili
tary rule looked with hOITor upon these 
narratives, and their disgust was increased 
when an officer who had sat in olle of the 
conrts-martial addressed an abusive letter to 
Mr. Charles Buxton, M.P., who had written 
ea.1Iing attention to the proceedings. The 
tone of thiS letter was so offensive, and it con
tained such an undisguised threat of a cbal~ 
lenge to fight or of • resort to physical argu
ments, that the government of Lord Derby 
(tbis WIIB in 1866, after the defeat of Earl 
RusselJ's administration) suspended the officer, 
and recalled him {rom his duties in J amaiea. 

He afterwards apologized very fully, and in 
gentlemanly terms. But the impression was 
not diminished tllat men like him should 
never have been placed in authority to try for 
their lives, persoos whom they regarded as 
(( niggers," which meant individuals scarcely 
within the pale of ordinary humanity. 

In Gordon's case, too, there was not even 
the excuse that an attempt might have been 
made to rescue him but for decisive measures. 
He was a prisoner on board a government 
ship, which carried him to the district where 
martial law had beeD, hMtily proclaimed. 
He might easily have beeu detained long 
eDough to give him time to prepare a proper 
defence, to call witnesses, and to secure & 

regular trial. It was not that the opponents 
of Governor Eyre sympathized '-with the in
surgents as 8uch, or had any excuses for 
"misera.ble, mad seditions, especially of this 
inhuman and half·brutish type,' .. Carlyle 
described it to be; but it was felt that 
numbers of innocent p~ns had been' in
cluded in an indiscriminate execution without 
any just form of trial or any proper under
standing of the reasons for the temble pun
ishment inflicted on them. MI'. Carlyle was 
not among those "'ho demanded inquiry or 
denounced the proceedings which had been 
taken iII" Jamaica. He was ready ~o give his 
name to a committee which was formed for 
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Mr. Eyre's defence, and wrote a very charac
teristic letter to say so. Nobody who re
membered Carlyle's former utterances 011 the 
negro question, or his leaning "towArds auto· 
cratic authority, could be mueh surprised. 
He probably thought little mOl'e of C( Quashee" 

tha.n many of the West Indian officers did,· 
and he expressed his hope that" by wise etfort 
and persistence a blind wild disgraceful act of 
Pllblic injustice may be prevented, and an 
egregious foIly as well: not to say, for none 
can say or compute, what a vital detriment 
throughout the British :E,:mpire is such an ex
ample set to all colonies and govemoJ;8 the 
British Empire has," 

At the end of 1865 Governor Eyre had 
been suspended from his office, and. recalled 
during the appointment of a commission of 
inquiry, and Sir Henry Storks was sent out 
to .Tamaica.. In October, 1866, Eyre was in 
England, with many i1.lfiuential men to (lUp

port him. At a. banquet in bis honour in 
Southampton Kingsley spoke. in praise of his 
energy, humanity, and wise discretion, Earls 
Cardigan and Hardwicke also speaking to the 
same effect. Meetings, however, .had ·been 

held early in the year at Exeter Hall and 
elsewhere denouncing the proCeedings of the 
military authorities in Jamaica., and accusing 
Governor Eyre of having acted with gross 
illegality and tyra.nny. A defence fund with 
a large committee was formed on his arrival, 
but a prosecution fund also with a large com
mittee was actively at work. 

The report of the Commission of Inquiry 
seemed to exonerate the-governor, but to cast 
much blame on the manner in which military 
government had been carried out. He was 
praised for the skill, promptitude, and vigour 
which he manifested during the early stages 

of the insuITection, to the exercise of whi~h 
qualities its speedy termination was in a great 
degree to be attributed. The military and 
naval operations were prompt and j~dicious. 
But martial law was continued for too long a 
period, during which the people were deprived 
of tIle great constitutional privileges by which 

the security of life and property is pro'ided 
for. Tbe punishments inflicted were found to 
have been excessive i the punishment of death 

was unnecessarily frequent; the floggings 
were reckless, and at Bath positively barba

rous i the burning of 1000 houses was wan· 
tonly cruel. It appeared to many people 
that tbe governor had been prompt and de
cisive, but tha.t he had at the same time been 
so alarmed as to give rein to barbarous, reR 
pressive measures, and to allow his subonli
Dates almost iITesponsiLle authority so that 
they succeeded in putting down the rebellion. 

A new constitution was promulgated for the 

govern"ID:ent of Jamaica under Sir J. P. Grant, 
who superseded Lieutenant Eyre, .8gamst 
whom prosecutions were commenced by the 
committees. The case was brought before the 
Court of. Queen's Bench. Mr. Justice Black .. 
burn, who was on the bench, had apparently 
changed his opinion as to the utter illegality 
of ~he trial of Gordon, or, at all events, in bis 
charge to the jury he spoke as though, under 
certain circumstances, it might be held to be 
justifiable. The grand-jury threw out the bill 
against the accused, and Lord Chief-justice 
Cock burn afterwards stated in court that, had. 
be known the law would ba.ve been so repre .. 
sented, he should ha.ve felt it his duty to ha.ve 
been in court and have stated his views to the 
jury. -Mr. Justioe Blackburn had almost up 
to the last moment appeared to· hold theopiniOl1 

that the removal of Gordon was unjustifiable.. 
To Lord Cockburn's remarks he assented, and 
. expressed his willingness to take the responsi

bility of the charge as h~ bad delivered it. 
There then was practically an end of the mat.. 
tel'. Some further efforts were made to renew 
legal proceedings to secure condemnation of the 
acts of ex-Governor Eyre, but he had been e:r. .. 
onerated, and the government of Lord Derby 
deemed it only just that he should be reim
buned from the public funds for the great 
expenses be had incun-ed in defending him"": 
self against 8. charge arising out of his dift
charge of official duties. This resolution was 
carried out, and the expenses were paid. It 
may also he added that the loss of his gover
norship, and the trouble and anxiety as well 
as the partial odium which he had suffered, 
were actual punishments not only for serious 
eITors but for offences, of which he had after all 

. not been found guilty. There can he no doubt 
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that he believed he had done his duty, and 
therefore he continued to regard himself, and 
to be regarded by many others, as a deeply
injured ma.n. 

In previous pages, while speaking of the 
characteristics of the contemporaries of Mr. 
Gladstone, we have had to record the losses 
the country had sustained by the death of a 
number of the leaders of social and political 
progress at about the period which we are 
now considering. To the names of these "men 
of light and leading" others should be added, 
though it be only in a. passing reference. The 
suddendeathof William Makepea<eThackeray 
011 the 24th of December, 1863 (Christmas 
Eve), and the shadow which that event cast 
upon many a household where his writings 
were admired, was yet remembered, nor liad 
many of those who knew him and his works 
ceased to believe that the vacant space then 
left in the world of letters would not be filled 
by any living writer. It can perhape scarcely 
be said that Thackeray was a popular author 
in the generally accepted sense, for his most 
appreciative readers were rather among people 

. with a certain pt:culiar turn of humour and 8. 

taste for satire not always ungentle, but in a 
sense unsparing, inasmuch as it incJuded every
body who had a weak or a wicked side, and, 
being silent only before innocence and good
ness, made comparatively few exceptions. 

The tcDiw:yof Jeames Yellowplush,n and the 
Snob Papers in Punch, and numbers of essays, 
stories, and poems, beside the novellil which 
ha.ve taken a high place in the literature of our 
age, came from his pen. A large number of 
his readers, and even some of his acquaint.. 
anees, regarded Thackeray as somewhat of a 
cynic; and not only was their suspicion sup
ported by the keenness with which he seemed 
to enjoy lBSbing the foibles and the small 
follies and conceits of the time, but there now 
and then appeared in his conversation and 
manner a kind of satire that was near to the 
bitterness of Sarcasm. How much of this was 
to be attributed to his having, in the first part 
of his career, missed making a reputation as 
an artist, and failed to obtain the immediate 
recognition of publishers as an author, cannot 

be determined. His reputation, '\Yhen it did 
come, was ample and well-deserved. At the 
tim. of his desth almost anybody, had he 
been asked the names of the chief writers of 
fiction in England, would have begun with 
Dickens, Thackeray, and Bulwer-Lytton. 

This iIt no place to discuss the merits of 
either, or to compare the writings of one with 
those of another, for there are few points in 
either which admit of comparisOn. It is 
doubtful if there was much friendship be
tween Bulwer and Thackeray, who had sat
irized and burlesqued him: but Dickens was 
the friend of both. 

In the Curnhill Magazine, of which Thack
eray had been the first editor, Dickens wrote 
(by request) an obituary notice, which was 
very gentle and characteristic, in which he 
said :-

"I saw him first nearly twenty-eight years 
ago, when he propose!! to become the illustra
tor of my earliest book. I saw him last shortly 
before Christmas, a.t the Atherueum Club, 
when he told me that he had been 'in bed 
three days-that after these attacks he was 
troubled with cold shiverings, 'which quite 
took the power of work out of him'-and that 
he had it in his mind to try a new remedy 
which he laUgl1ingly described. He was very 
cheerful, and looked very bright. In the night 
of that day week he died. 

The long interval between those two periods 
is marked in my remembrance of him by 
many occasions w hw he was supremely hum
orous, ~heD he was irresistibly extravagant, 
when he was softened and serious, when he 
waS charming with children. But by DOne 
do I recall him more tenderly than by two or 
three that start out of the crowd, when he un
expectedly presented himself in my room, an
nouncing how that some passage in a certa.iD 
book had made him cry yesterday, and how 
that he had come todinner, I because he couldn't 
help it,' and must tAlk such passage 9ver. No 
one can e'f"er have seen him more genial, nat
ural, cordial, fresh, and honestly impulsive 
tha.n I have seen him at those times. No one 
can be sm'er than I of the greatness and the 
goodness of th. hesrt that theu disclosed il
self. 



DEATH OF THACKERAY AND OF JOHN LEECH. 197 

We had our differences of opinion. I thought 

that he too much feigned a want of earnest
ness, Rud that he made a pretence of under
valuing his art, which was not good for the 
art that he held in trust. Butwhen we fell 
upon these topics it was never very gravely, 
and I have a lively image of bim in my mind, 
twisting both hiB hands in his hair, and stamp
ing about, laughing, to make an end of the 
discussion. 

When we were associated in remembrance 
of the late Mr. Douglas Jerrold, he delivered 
a public lecture' in London, in the course of 
""hich he read his very best contribution to 
Punch, describing the grown-llp cares of a 
poor family of young chllW'eD. No one hear
ing him could have doubted his natural genUe
ness or his thoroughly unaffected manly sym
pathy with the weak and lowly. He read the 
paper most pathetically, and with a simplicity 
()f tenderness that certainly moved one of his 
audience to tears. This was presently after 
his standing for Oxford, from which place he 
had dispatched his agent to me, with a droll 
note (to which he afterwards added a verba.! 
postscript), urging me to 'come down and 
make a speech, and tell them who he was, for 
he doubted whether more than two of the 
electors bad ever heard of him, and he thought 
there .might be as many as six or eight who 
bad heard of me.' He introduced the lecture 
just mentioned, with a reference to his late 
electioneering failure, which was full of good 
sense, good spirits, and good-humour. 

The last line he wrote, and the last proof he 
corrected, are among these papers through 
which I have so sorrowfully made my way. 
The condition of the little pages of manuscript 
where Death stopped his hand, shows that be 
had carried them about, and often taken them 
out of his pocket here and there, for patient 
revision and interlineation. The last words 
he corrected in print were, 'And my heart 
throbbed with an exquisite bliss.' God grant 
that on that Christmas Eve, when he laid his 
hend back on his pillow, and threw up his 
arms as he had been wont to do when very 
weary, some consciousness of duty done and 
Christian hope throughout life humbly cher
ished, may have caused his own heart so to 

throb, when h. passed away to his Redeemer's 
rest! 

He was found peacefully lying as above de
scri~ed, comp9Sed, undisturbed, and to all ap
pearance asleep, on the 24th of December, 1863. 
He was only in his fifty-third year j so young 
a man, that the mother who blessed him in 
his first sleep blessed him in his laet. Twenty 
years before, he had written, after being in a. 
white squall: 

And when, its force expended, 
The harmless storm was ended, 
And, as the sunrise splendid 

Came blushing o'er the sea: 
I tbought, as day was breaking, 
My little girls were waking, 
And smiling, and making 

A prayer a.t home for me. 

Those little girls had grown to be women 
when the mournful day broke that saw their 
father lying dead. In those twenty years of 
companionship with him they had learned 
much from himj and one of them has a literary 
course before her worthy of her fam?us name. 

On the bright wintry day, the last but one 
of the old year, he was laid in his grave at 
Kensal Green, there to mingle the dust to 
vothich the mortal part of him had returned, 
with tha.t of a third child, lost in her infancy, 
years ago. 'Ihe heads of a great concourse of 
his fellow-workers in the arts were bowed 
around his tomb." 

In the following year (on. the 29th October, 
1864) another name was added to the roll of 
those who had departed-a. name, too, as popu
larly known as that of the authors ",hose 
pages he had so often illustrated. John Leech, 
the famous artist ",hose humorous drawings 
were justly regarded as pictorial representa.
tions of the manners and customs of the time, 
died almost before reaching middle age. He· 
was a school· fellow of Thackemy at the Char
ter-house, and each must have keenly appre
ciated the peculiar humour of the other. To 
look through the volumes of Punch is to see 
some of the best of Leech's genial satire and 
truthful pictures of· English life. He was a 
man of refined taste, and though apparently 
robust a.nd fond of horse exercise, suffered 
from a nervous disorder, increased, if not 
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caused, by the noise of the street organs which 
were perpetually being played in or Dear 

Brunswick Square, where he resided. He re
moved to Kensington, and had not long taken 
possession of his Dew abode when he found 
himself constantly irritated by the unceasing 
tap tap of the bammer used by a neigbbouring 
mechanic. His condition became so serious 
that h. was advised to s.ek cbange and rest 
abroad, and was forbidden to take the exercise 
on horseback towhich he had been aCC6stomed. 
He remained on the Continent for some -time; 
but, having returned to England, the disorder 
from which he bad suffered increased. His 
irritability was perhaps only a symptom of a 
deeply-seated disease of which he died j but 
the same effect, though in a less painful degree, 
has been produced on other distinguished pro-
fessional men who were unable to escape from 
the harassing noises by which the dwellers in 
BOme Londoll neighbourhoods are perpetually 
dislurbed. 

Anolhar loss to the bigber Iilerature of the 
country wasoccasioned by the death of William 
EdmondstolW8 Aytoun at his shooting-lodge 
at Blackhills, near Elgio, in August, 1865. 
The University of Edinburgh, where he was 
professor, had reason to mouro, for he was 
only in the prime of life. The son of an Edin
burgh lawyer belonging to the old school of 
Whigs, Aytoun had begun his literary career 
in Tail, Magazine, which was then the organ 
of advanced politics i but his views cbaDged, 
and in 1839 he became associ.led with Blacl:-
1IJOOfi', Magazine, and was still more closely 
allied to the Conservative circle in the Scot
lioh Iilerary world by his marriage with the 
daughler of Johu Wilson (Christopber Nortb), 
the editor of Blacl."11IOod. His numerous contri

butious to "Old Ebony," as well a8 bis poems, 
ballads, and humorous sketches, kept bis name 
oonstantly befol"e the reading public, while his 
academical distinctions gave him a high p0si.
tion at the uuivel'sity, where he was professor 
of rhetorio a.nd belles-lettres. Aytouu may be 
laid to have been one of the last of a distin
guished haud of Scottish litteraleursof 0 pariod 
when they formed, as it were, a select and. 
IOmewbat exclusive compauy. Some had died, 
others bad been otlracled to a wider field of 

action. He bad remained, as it were, linking 
the new with the older school, though he. was 
bimself not old. 

But if Aytoun and hie companions could eo 
unite, as it were, two generations of Scottish 
Iitleraleurs, poets, and philosopbers, to 'Whal 
a vast range would the recollections of 
Brougham extend! Brougham still Jh,'ed, aud 
survived Aytoun Dearly three years. He lived 
to see anQtherreform bill, but he took no part in 
it. That vast energy bad not sunk into apathYi 
the widely~reacbing intellect was still there; 
but he was eighty-oine years of &e,n-e, nearly 
ninety, when, on the 7th of May, 1868,. he wps 

found dead in bed, after baving taken a day's 
quiet exercise in his garden at Cannes. There 
he had chiedy lived for BOme yea.m previously, 
aDd there be was buried. His public life may 
be said to have ended some five years before. 

Of the discoveries made by explorem and 
travellers during this period, the more im
portaul were tho .. reloling to the suppoeed 
sources of the Nile. 

Caplains Speke and Grant bad gone with 
an expedition· to the Lake Victoria .wYanD, 
whicb Speke bad foretoIii would be found to 
be the great source of the sacred river; the 
most remote waters or top-head of the Nile 
being the BOuthern end of the lake, situated 
olose on the third degree of south latitude, 
which, be said, gave to the ~ile the surprising 
length in d,irect measurement, rolling over 
thirty-four degrees of latilude, of above 2300 
miles, or more than one-eleventh of the cir
cumference of our globe. Speke, who came to 
this distinct conclusion in July, 1862, chris
tened the (C stones," Ripon Falls, after the 
nobleman who presided over the Royal Geo
grapbical Society wben the upedition was 
got up. He named tbe arm of the waler from 
which the Nile issued Napoleon Channel, in 
token of respect to the French Geograpbical 
Society, which bad presented him with their 
gold medal for the discovery of the Victoris 
N'Yanza. Following the course of the White 
Nile Speke aDd Grant reached Gondokoro, 
wbere they were received by Mr. (aflerwanla 
Sir) Samuel Baker, another famous traveller, 
who had 01 lalar date eom.thing further to say 
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ou African discovery. By him they were hOBpi~ 

tably entertained, and soon returned to Eu,g.., 
. land, where they were enthusiastica.llyreceived 

by the corporation of Portsmouth, who in an 
address expressed the pleasure they felt in wel
coming travellers t( whose recent discoveries 
have solved the perplexing problem of all ages 

by ascertaining the true source of one of the 
most wonderful rivers on the f&Ceof the earth." 

By tbe Geographical Society they were also 
received with many friendly expressions. The 
true source of the Nile was still under dis
cussion, however. Mr. Samuel Baker and 
Captain Burton, both experienced African 
travellers, were Dot inclined to accept all the 
conclusions supposed to have been arrived a.t 
without further investigation. To Speke UD

doubtedly belougod the honour of the great 
diocovery of the lake, end on the 17th of Sep
tember, 1864, the British Association, then 
holding its meetings at Bath, anticipated an 
inteJ.'esting discussion between him and Burton 
on the subject of the sources of the river. 
Alas! on the 16th, only the day before, Speke 
met his death while out shooting at Neston 
Park, Wiltshire. He should have been well 
acquaiuted with the use and the method of 
cattying firearms, if any man was, but per
haps he was so accustomed as to ha.ve -grown 
carel.... It appeared that he was getting 
over a low stone wall when the gun went off, 
while the muzzle wu pointed to his chest. 
Thet was all that could be surmised. When 
one of the party came to the spot Speke 
was only just sensible, and murmured, 
" Don't move me." In a few minutes he was 
dead. 

On the 28th of JUDe, 1865, letters were re-
ceived by Earl Russell and communicated to 
the Geographical Society, saying that Mr. 
Boker (who with his wife hed been living at 
Khartoum and Gondokoro) had diocovered 
another lake, which was as important as the 
former one, and was equally regarded as the 
CI main" source of the Nile. It was in north 
latitude 2" 17', and had beeu named Lake 
A1hert N'Yanza. It will he remembered that 
Dr. Livingstone had then gone out o~ another 
African expedition, and his subsequent dis-. 
coveries kept the question of the actual source 

in abeya.nce, if they did not finally determine 
it . 

Themarch of improvement was chiefly mani~ 

fested during the years now under review in 
increased facilities for travelling and inter
communication. We have already in former 
pages noted the advance of electric telegraphy 
and the laying of the Atlantic cable. The 
system of electric communication was now sup~ 
plementing correspondence by letter through
out the United Kingdom, and was soon taken 
over by the government and made a. part of 
the organization of the post-office. The railway 
system, too, had to & great extent superseded 
the ordinary omnibus and coach traffic, not 
only in the provinces, but in the suburbs of 
London. The Metropolitan U ndcrground Rail
way, opened on the 9th of January, 1863, pro~ 
vided for many thousands of daily b1Lvellem 

from one part of London to another. Railway 
bridges across the Thames, intended to unite 
the southern lines with the northern, and ulti
mately to make a _complete chain of intercom
munication, were already a pa.rt of the growing 
scheme; and though demolitions for the pur
pose of constructing railways were serious, and 
in some.cases were permitted unnecessarily to 
sacrifice and destroy much that was picturesque, 
historicaJ,and beautiful,someveryconsiderable 
improvements were made in the streets of our 
large toWIlS, and especially in London. Vari
OllS movements were made for the provision of 
dwellings for the poorer classes, who were neces
sarily deprived of their homes when neigh
bourhoods in which they lived were destroyed 
for publio works. The construction of the 
Holborn Viaduct and the progress of the em~ 
bankment of the Thames from Westminster 
to Blackfriars were among the most striking 
improvemeuts in relation to stl'eet trnffic; 
but the formation of broad well-paved thor

oughfares, new bridges and docks, the erec
tion of large blocks of warehouses and pala
tial piles of ofli~ in some of the main streets 
of the city, and the adoption of a more orna
mental style of architecture for banks and 
shopB in the chief avenues of commer'Cial and' 
fashionable life, marked an amount of pl'O

gress which found expression wben some of the 
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principal public works were afterwards com- Lancashire distress, many of the clergy were 
pleted. Nat the least significant of those which iDdefatiga ble in their exertions to obtain Bub

were already finished, was the new bridge scriptions, while at the same time the in~ 

across the Thames at Westminster, which was terest of benevolent persons in many congre
opened on the 24th of May, 1862. gatiODS was directed to the relief of the 

The refeJ.'ence to improved modes of transit poverty of the iuhabitants of some of the worst 
may remind us that communication between districts in London. On the day that Sir J abo 
tidal trains and steam packets afforded greater Trelawny's bill for the abolition of church
facilities for reaching the continent of Europe, rates was thrown out by a majority of 10 in 
and as since January, 1861, no passports were a house of 560 members, a meeting had been 
demanded from &Ily of the people of Great summoned by ~he Bishop of London, consist
Britain, subjects of the queen, on entering ing of clergymen, gentlemen, owners of pro
France, and the same relief for British visitors perty, and employers of labour for the pur
to Italy had been declared by the Italian pose of consulting on the best means of pro· 
government in June, 1862, the nuro ber of vidiog for the spiritual needs of the poorer 
English travellers abroad was considerably districts of the metropolis. After some dis
increased. cussion a resolution was adopted to raise 

An enormous advance had been made in I £100,000 each year for the ensuing ten years 
technical and art education since the first insti- I to carry out the four objects of the Diocesan 
tution of government schools of design in 1842. I Society, namely, the building of churches, the 

Among the numerous additions to our pub- endowment of parsonages, the employment of 
lie buildings must be m~ntioned the range of curates, and the promotion of church exten
galleries for fine art, industrial and other exhi- . sion in the metropolis. 
bitions erected at South Kensington, the 6.- At the first annual meeting of the Bishop of 
penses of which were partly defrayed from the London's church extension fund in January, 
funds remaining from the International Exhi- 1865, it was reported that the receipts to the 
bition of 1862. On the 10th of June, 1863, 31st of December, 1864, had been £100,456,. 
the Albert MemoriQ.l was inaugurated by the 131. 6el, and a further sum of above £72,000 
Prince and Princess of Wales. 'The memorial had been promised. 
was originally intended to commemorate the An active a.nd decided movement was being 
International Exhibition of 1851, but now made to support the claims of the 'Episcopal 
dedicated also to the memory of the "author Church as the established religious authority, 
of that undertaking, the good prince, to whose and that movement was made with judgment, 
far-seeing and comprehensive philanthropy its inasmuch as it was in the direction of bene
first conception was due, and to whose clear ficent endeavours, and appealed to those who 
judgment and untiring exertions in directing professed to belong to the communion of the 
ita execution the world is indebted for its UD- Church of England without the display of in
precedented success." This explanation, and tolerance or uncharitable exclusion: 
the announcement that the memorial was There were several reasons for this demon
erected by public subscription, is contained in strntion, not the least being those disputes 
one of the tablets, each of which bears an in- and dissensions which seemed likely to divide 
scription. the church itself into separate bodies, or rather 

Among the numell)US efforts which were 
made for the ameliOl'ation of the condition of 
the poor, several were organized by the clergy 
of va.rious parishes, and the charitable work 

. of the church WM to he recognized in many 
directions, as occupying new lines of opera
tion. In April, 1863, during the time of the 

to separate still further the sections into which 
the body calling itself the Church of England 
had already been divided. 

It was in reference to these difficulties 
within, and to other supposed difficulties 
without the church, that Mr. Disraeli made a 
remal'kable speech at R. meeting of the Oxford 
Diocesan Society for the endowment of small 
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benefices. It would not be easy to decide 
what some of those who were present made 
of his peculiar declarations, and though it has 
been represented that they were intended to de
note the policy and convictions of theConserva
tive party, it would perhaps have been difficult 
for any member of that party, who had himself 

deeply considered the pos~tion of the estab
lishment, and the manner in which it might 
have to JUeet the dangers by which it was 
supposed to be assailed, to gather from the 
speech any practical suggestion for preventing 
or repulsing them, except by excommunication, 

alike for the theories of Darwin and the specu,,; 
lations of the authors ~f Essays and Revie1lJll. 

"Instead of believing,". said Mr. Disraeli, 
"that the age of faith has passed, when I ob
serve what is passing around me, what is tak
ing place in this country, and not only in this 
country but on the Continent, in other coun
tries and in other hemispheres, instead of be
lieving that the 8.0~ of faith has passed I hold 
that the characteristic of ~e present age is a 
craving credulity. Why, my lord, man is a 
being born to believe; and if you do not come 
forward-if DO church comes forward with its 
title-deeds of truth, sustained by the tradition 
of sacred ages and by the conviction of count
less generations to guide him, he will found 
altars and idols in bis own heart and in his 
own imagination. But observe what must be 
the relations of a powerful church without 
distinctive creeds with a being of that nature. 
Rest assured that the great principle of politi
cal economy will be observed. Where ~here 
is a great demand there will be a proportionate 
supply; nnd commencing, as the new school 
may, by rejecting the principle of inspiration, 
it will end by every priest being a prophet; 
and beginning as they do by repudiating the 
practice of miracles, before lo~g we shall be 
living in a llitting scene of spiritual phantas
magoria. There are no tenets however extra.
vagant, no practices however objectionable 
which will Dot in time develop undel' such a 
state of affairs; opinions the most absurd, and 
ceremonies the most revolting are perhaps to 
'be followed by the incantations of Canidia and 
the Coryhantian howl. But consider the coun
try iu which all this may take pl.ce. Look 

at the Europe of the present day and the 
Europe of a hundred j'eal's ago. It is not the 
same EU1'Opej its very form is changed. Whole 
nations and great nations which then :Bour
ished. are no 100~ger found. There is not a po
litical constitution in Europe existing at the 
p~"eseut time which then existed. The lead
ing community of the continent of Europe 
h.. changed .11 its landmarks, altered its 
boundaries, emsed its local names; tLe whole 
jurisprudence of·'Europe bas been subverted; 
even the tenure of land, which of aU institu
tions most a.ffects the character of man, bas 
been altered-the feudal system bas been 
abolished; not merely laws have been changed, 
but customs have been changed. And what 
happened 1 When the tUl'bulence was over; 
when the shout of triumph and the wail of 

-agony were alike stilled i when, as· it were, 
the wateJ.'S had disappeared, the sacred heights 
of Sinai and Calvary were again revealed; 
and, amid the wreck of thrones anq tribunals 
of extinct nations and abolished laws, man
kind bowed again before the divine truths 
that had been by Omnipotent power in His 
ineffable wisdom intrusted to the custody and 
the promulgation of a chosen people. • . . I 
bold that,the highest function of science is the 
interpretation of nature, and the interpreta
tion of the highest nature is the highest science. 
What is the highest nature 1 Man is the highest 
nature. But I must say tllat when I compare 
the interpretations of the ,highest nature with 
the most advanced, the most fashionable and 
modern school of modern science; when I 
compare that with older teachillgs with which 
we are familiar, I am not prepared to say that 
the lecture-room is more scientific than the 
church. What is the question which is now 
placed before 'Society with the glib assurance 
which to me is most astounding1 That q~~ 
tion is this, Is mall an ape or an angel? My 
lord, I am on the sid~ of the angels. I repu
diate with indignation and abhol'rence those 
new-fangled theories, I believe they are 
foreign to tIle conscience of humanity i and I 
suy more that, even in the strictest intellec
tual point of view, I believe the severest me
taphysical analysis is opposed to such conclu
siODS. But, on the other hand, what does the 
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church teach us 1 What is the interpretation 
of this highest nature 1 It teaches us that 
man is made in the image of his Creator-a 
source of inspu:ation, of solace-a source £ro~ 

which can :flow only every right principle, of 
morals and every diviue truth. I say, there
fore, that when we.are told that the teachings 
of the church are not consisteut with the dis
coveries of science, and that in that sense the 

inferiority of the church is shown, I ,totally 
deny the proposition. I say that the scientific 
teaching of" the church upon the most impor~ 
tant of aJ.lsubjects m,io fact, infinitely superior 
to anything th.t h .. been brought forward by 
these discoveries. In fact, it is betw~ these 
two principles that society will have to decide. 
Upon our acceptance of that divwe truth, of 
which the church is the gua.rdiaD, all BOund 
and coherent and sensible legislation depends; 
it is the only security for civilization, it is the 
only 'guarantee of real progress," 

Brilliant and effective enough this was, no 
doubt, but without much actual substance on . 

which the hearers might lay hold; for at this 
• very time some of. the men who had, it was 
'thought, gone beyond what were rega.rded as 
orthodox limits were already occupyiDg posi
tions of djstinction not only as clergy of the 
Church of England but as p.'Ofessors in the 
unive1'8ities. 

So far had the assertion of independent or 
even heterodox opinions reached, tha.t some 
of those whose conclusions had a few yeal'S 
before been regarded with apprehension were 
DOW not only tolerated but accepted. Not 
long ~terwa.rds Maurice, who, as we have 
seen, was once the leader of an uadvanced» 
school of theology, was appointed professor of 

moral philosophy at Cambridge, while Kings
ley had become professor of history, and at 
Oxford the opinions of Professor Jowett were 
causing much perturba.tion. On all sides there 
was to be discerned 8J1 impression of the truth 
of -the declaration tha.t the church as well as 
the"World would ha.ve to accept the results of 
a. development of modern religious belief. 

Allusions have already been made in these 
pogea to the ohanges and developments which 
during thirty years had taken place within tho 
ohurch. The name of Dr. Pusey b.. heen 

mentioned, and some references have appeared 
to "Tracts for the Times" and the opinions 
of those who f!lfmed what was knowll88 the 
Tractariao. party, which differed from the old 
orthodox or High-church party, and still more 
from the Evangelicals, who, holding with 
Chillingwo.'th that the Bible and the Bible 
alone is the religion of Protestants, strenuously 
opposed the contention of the Tractarians. 
The latter urged that the New Testament 
itself was derived from, and its authority was 
subject to the endorsement of the church, 
since th~ faith and doctrines therein contained 
must have existed in the prwlitive church 
during the interval which elapsed between 
the teaching of Christ and the appearunce of 
the written gospels or epistles. They also 
argued that when the canon of the New 
Testament Scriptures was formed, each book 
of which it was composed was enoorsed or 

accepted in conformity with the existing body. 
of doctrwe in the church. The question, 
therefore,seemed to be between the supremacy 
of the doctrines of the church to be found in 
the, Scriptures of the New Testament, and 
the supremacy of those Scriptures as deter
mining the doctriue of the ~urch. The re1a
tions between Evangelicalism a.nd Tractarian
ism involve considerations of the conditions 
which affect the course of human thought and 
the causes which modify itj and as Mr. Glad
stone has pointed out, the evangelical mo\"e
ment, partly founded on reverence for the re
formers of the church, was itself a revival of 

a living inducnce and example which gaTe 
intensity to l'eli&rioUB belief and teaching. 
n The na.ture of the evangelical movement was 

not probably well eslclllated to fit its ........ ts 
for exercising social induence at large. It had 
a. code with respect to amusements which was 
at once rigid and superficial. This code in~ 
:flexibly proscribed certain of tbe forms in 
which the worldly spirit loves to work; while 
it left ample room for others not less -charged 
with poison, aud perhaps more insidious. In 
lay life generally i, did not ally itself with 
literature, art, and general cultivation; but it 
harmonized very well with the money-getting 
pursuits. While the evangelical clergyman 
was almost of necessity & spiritual and d~ 
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voted man, the evangelical layman might be, practical instruction in the AngliC&D. Church. 
and sometimes was the same j but there was But the evangelical preachers of the English 
in his case far more room for a composition Church, ascelldiug from the theme of the doc
between the two worlds, which left on him the trine of II justification," set forth the person, 
work of exclusiveness, and tellded to a sever-' life, and work of the J llStifier 8B .the source and 
anee from society, without securing an interior Bubstance, not less than the model of our life.· 
standard of corresponding eleva.tion. But it This was the perpetual office of the church, 
seems probable, if Dot almost certain., that the and in this they were Dot innovators but re

interfusiouof a class of men like the evangelical starers. The founders of the" Oxford School," 
clergy with the clerical body at large must a. few meu, among whom at the outset was 
have powerfully rebuked the gross inconsis- ooly one professor, and who partook of no au
teocies of professional character, and have thodty 01' advantage belonging to an anciellt 
operated with the force of a widely-diffused ,university, followed, and with the aiin of COlU

example in raising what was the prevailing, pleting the restoring work which the Evan
and threatened to become the traditional gelicals bad begun, though tbey did not an
standard." This is Mr. Gladstone's conclusion nounce, and perhaps did not know, that they 
when speaking of evangelicalism in ita early had derived so much from their predeces
days; and he mentions in evidence of the im-I SOl'S. Their distincti V8 speech was of church 
provement among the clergy a remark made and priesthood, of sacraments and services. 
to him by Sydney Smith, whom he met at Through the sacramenta and observances of 
Mr. HaJ.lam's house about the year 1835. the church the ea.ving truths and doctrines 
"He spoke, not of any general changes in were to be taught in a way capable of, and 
the prevailing tone of doctrine, ~ut of the suitable for, transmission by a collective body 
improvement which had then begun to be from generation to generation. There was 

remarkable in the couduct and character of strong antagonism between the two parties, 
the clergy. He went hack upon what they but yet the Tractarian party was powerfully 
had been, and said in his vivid and pointed reinforced from the ranks of the Evangelica1s. 
way of illustration, 'Whenever you meet a,' Of the three great authors of the tl'acts MI'. 
clergyman of my age you may be quite sure Keble was the only one belonging to the school 
he is a. bad clergyman!' He must then have of traditional Anglican theology. Mr. (after
been ovel"" sixty but under sixty-five. In wards Cardinal) Newman had been closely 
describiDg the character of his era he could allied to evangelica.l doctrine and feeling in 
afford this good-humolUed condemnation; for, his ea.dy religious life .. His brother English 
in truth, as the pastor of a. parish, he appea.rs cardinal had belonged in the strictest sense to 
to have shown a manly earnestness for pmc- the ranks of the party. But between 1840 
tioal purposes, which, if it did not rise alarm- and 1860 a very large numLer-a pamphlet 
mgly high, yet was greatly in advance of the entitled RQm',Recruiuenumera.tes a.bout 3000 
time." 

Mr. Gladstone regards it as an unquestion
able fact that it was after the appearauC8 of 
U Tracts for the Times," and not before, that the 
juice and sap, that is to say, the positive pal't 
of the evangelical teaching, coursed through 
"the actual gates and alleys of the body n of 
tbe English Church. The evangelical teach
ing with respect to the church &nd the sacra
ments, fell below the standard of the Prayer
book, or the Articles, or both. This was a 
negative part of the evangelical scheme, and 
it could not pass into the general strain of 

":"of recruits went over to the Church of Rome. 
Of these, Mr. Gladstone tells us, several hun: 
dreds were clergymen; a.nd persous 0"£ title also 
were numerous. Some of the seceders were 
pel'Sons brought for the first time under .reli
gious influences. 130me cases may have been 
simply due to persoual. idiosyncrasies, some 
to a strong reaction from pure unbelief; some 
came from Presbyterianism, a. mere handflll 
from Nonconformity, or, c;m the other side, 
from the old ~ fashioned Anglican precinct, 
·represented. by men like Archbishop Howley, 
Bishop Blomfield, and D,·. Hook. Very 
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ma.ny, and especially young womeD, made the 

change through what may. be called pious 
appetite, without extended knowledge or care
ful inquiry. But there was a large, and, still 
more, an important class not included within 
any of these descriptions, principally clerica1, 
but not without a. lay fraction, made up of 
men competent in every way by talent, at
tainment, position, character, to exercise a 
judgment, which judgment they did exercise 
in general to their own heavy temporal pre
judice. The- secession of this body of men is 
a conspicuous event of the first order in the 
Anglican religious history of a very remark
able time. The 'bulk of them were repu~ 
Tractarians. The seceaeion sharpened the 
outlines and heightened the pretensions of 
Roma.nism not less decidedly than it thinned 
the regimental forces of the Anglican system, 
and for a time utterly disparaged, if it did 
not destroy, its credit. It is matter of import
ance to inquire what persons are responsible 
and what system is responsible for this result, 
which fl'om more than one point of view could 
hardly be regarded 88 other than a serious 

. disaster. 
This, then, is tbe sketch of the principal 

movements and the position of the church; 
and it is important to consider it in relation 
to subsequent events and situa.tions and also 
to the part borne in them by Mr. Glad
stone. Without necessarily maintaining the 
opinions he expresses, the foregoing account is 
mail)}y a slight condensation of his own state

ments in a portion of an article entitled "The 
Evangelical Movement: its Parentage, Pr0-
Wess, and Issue," which appeared in the 
Bf'itish Quarterly Review for July, 18;9, and 
haa been reprinted in hiS collected papers. 
To this essay the reader would do well to 
refer not only for the purpose of beooming 
acquainted with the subject of the movements 
in religious thought and observance, but in 
order to be able to correct misrepresenta
tions which have frequently been made with 
regard to Mr. Gladstone's opinions on ecclesi
astical questions and religious doctrine and 
observance. 

But before turning from these topics it 
must be mentioned thnt whether the discns.. 

sion carried ou by Mr. Newman and other 
writers of the Ie Tracts for the Times" gave 
greater latitude for questioning the absolute 
authority of Scripture or not, a disposition 
towards free criticism aud free interpre
tation of the Scripture narratives and doc
trines afterwards became apparent among some 
of the more eminent of the clergy and the 
professors at the uni'f"ersities. Mr. Stanley, 
afterwards the Dean of Westminster, was one 
of the earliest of the so-called heterodox; and 
Professor Jowett, Professor Baden Powell, and 
others, meD of blameless character and high 
attainments, published books, articles, or pam
phlets which ca1l8ed great uneasiDess among 
those faithful churchmen or nonconformists 
who dreaded the so-called German tbeology 
and philosopby, and who saw, as 'many good 
and wise men saw, that the tendency towards 
reliance on' the dogmas of an absolute church 
on the one hand was again simultaneous, not 
only with the abandonment of the former ac
cepted grounds of belief in Scripture truths, 
but with the resumption of those fallacies of 
scepticism and deadening forms of unbelief 
which perverted and debased the national and 
social life. 

No such effects were to be apprehended from 
the" criticisms coupled with the teaching of 
men like Stanley, Jowett, or others associated 
with them in that kind of criticism which, 
whatever may have been i~ errors or its dan
gers, recognized the revelation of the divine 
life; but there was, 8S there might be now, a 
kind of undiscriminating terror among ortho
dox people. 

As a general term for the books and pam
phlets which appeared on the critical or specu
lative side, the word Rationalistic came to be 
somewhat loosely applied. That Dr. Colenso, 
Bishop of N aW, should in consequence of the 
artless questions of a Zulu have signified 
his doubt of the dry literal accuracy of the 
authorized translation of some portion of the 
Pentateuch, was not to be borne without an 
outburst of indignation and a demand for 
8ummary investigation; but when Dr. Co
lenso published his book entitled Th. PtnJa
,""'" and tAt Bool: of Jo.J._a CriticaUy Eza
mined, there was great coll8ternation, though 
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a critical examination sca.rce1y started any 
question that had DOt been discussed, and, 
one way or another, settled long before. The 
impression made on a great many people was 
that if the bishop had devoted more attention 
to previous discussions, now almost dismissed 
into the limbo of Darren topics of inquiry, he 
might never have written the book at all As 
it was, the people who did not read it, and 
those who did read it, and were as unconscious 
,as the bishop seemed to be of its consisting 
chiefly of thrice-thrashed straw, were alarmed, 
not so much at the result, as at the source of 
the heterodox conclusions. The Lower House 
of Convocation found the book to contain 
errors of the gravest and most dangerous char
acter, and preseuted this declaration to the 
Upper House, who declined to interfere be
cause the work was about to be submitted to 
the judgment ,of an ecclesiastical court, but 
affectionately warned those who might not be 
able to read the convincing answers which had 
been published, of the dangerous character of 
the book. The result of a. reference to the 
ecclesiastical court was that though Dr. Co
len80 was tried and condemned by his metro
politan the Bishop of Cape Town, and two of 
his suffragans sitting with him as assessors, 
their sentence of deprivation of his see was 
revened by the committee of the privy-coun
cil, inasmuch as it .held that the crown had. no 
power by law to constitute a bishopric or to 
confer coercive jurisdiction within any colony 
possessing an independent legislature i and 
that the letters patent which purported to 
create the sees of Cape Town and Natal were 
issued after these colonies had acquired such 
legislation, so that neither bishop was, in the 
eye of the law, bishop of his see, and neither 
of them had any jurisdiction whatever. 

Nobody called in question thecbaracter, the 
piety, or the honesty of Dr. Colenso, and his 
supporters in London soon started a fund 
whereto about £3300 was subscribed before 
he returned to his charge, a bishop without a 
legal see or jurisdiction, but all the BRme the 
Bishop of Natal. There was another difficulty 
to overcome, and to meet this the funds sub
scribed were required. Acting on the judgment 
of the privy-council the trustees of the Colo-

nial Bishoprics Fuud had withheld payment 
of the bishop's salary of £.362. Dr. Colenso, 
therefo~, filed a bill against Mr. Gladstone, 
Vice-chancellor Wood, the Archbishop of Can
terbury, and others who were trustees, calling 
upon them to set aside £10,000 out of the 
fund for securing the income of the Bishop of 
NaW. and also to pay his salary. The de
fendants contended that by the judgment of 
the committee of privy-council Dr. Colenso 
had never been a bishop at all in the sense 
contemplated by the founders of the fund. 
Against this Lord Romilly, who tried the case, 
defined what he conceived to be the duties and 
functions of a bishop, and pointed out how 
the letters patent of the ·crown had failed in 
enabling the bishop to perform those duties, 
what were the objects for which the funds 
were contributed, and the nature of the con
tract entered into by the trustees with both 
the crown and the plaintiff. The judgment 
was for Dr. Coleuso, and the trustees bad to 
pay the cost.. 

Euay' and Review" the name of that hook 
which once raised such a. ferment, is now 
seldom mentioned, or is spoken of with no 
very-de6.nite sense of ita doing serious mischief. 
Some of the autbors of that Un&SSl.lmjng vol
ume of speculative or critical essays are still 
famous, and will be remembered when the 
book itself has been. almost forgotten. The 
volume was made up of seven essays having 
no special or necessary· connection, nor any 
very obvious agreement, and each was signed 
with the name of the author. It may be said 
without much doubt that this collection of 
papers was Dot primarily intended to convey 
the settled opinions or convictionli of the 
writers; but that the essays were exanlples of 
critical and speculative thought, and the re
views,-as their name implied,-the written 
results of an examination of certain books in 

i the views of 'Which the.writers were intellec
tually interested, and with which probably 
they to a considerable degree accorded. In 
the ·first of the essays the hllman race wns 
personified as au individual whose intellectual 
and religious education or development had 
been proceeding through the beliefs and ex-
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periences of sUCC'essive l\:,1Yt'.8 and was proceed
ing still. The idea was not altogether new, 
and could scarcely be called impious. except 
from the point of view that unless it were 
subjected to strictly metaphorical limits it 
would be opposed to certain orthodox doctrines. 
The next paper was a review of some biblical 
criticisms and rationnlistic conclusionsof Baron 
_BunseD, a mao who had been the admired and 
esteemed friend of most of our eminent states.. 
men and scholars, but whose heterodox opin
ions, though tolerated in society where his 
learning and his character had made him wel
come, could not be l'E'garded with complacency 
when they were issued with the apparent en
dorsement of a reverend principal or professor 
at· either of oor colJeges or universities, or 
w~re upheld by prOfessed rnem bers of the Es-
tablished Church. The others papers which 
made up the volume included an application to 
the Old Testament history, of the principles 
adopted by Niebuhr in his inquiry into the 
history of Rome, objections to the Mosaic 
account of the creation, and contentions that 
the same rules of interpretation and criticism 
should be applied to the Bible as to any other 
book. The authors were the Rev. Dr. Temple, 
head~master of Rugby School, and aftenranls 
Bishop of Exeter; the Rev. Dr. Willia.ms, Vice-
principal of St. David's College, Lampeterj 
the Rev. Baden Powelt, Bavilian professor of 
astronomy At Oxford; Mr. Goodwin, a dis~ 

tinguisbed scholar And Biblical commentator; 
the Rev. Mark Pattison, tutor and afterwards 
principal of Lincoln College, Oxford; the Rev. 
Mr. WilBon, and the Rev. J. B. Jowett, regiu. 
professor of Greek at Oxford. 

Against Professor Jowett there was much 
opposition in tbe university, from conscientious 
motives. Dr. Pusey, who twenty years before 
bad been suspended by the vice-chancellor 
from' preaching from the univt'l"9ity pulpit . 
what were aUeged to be Romish doctri1l:e8, 
had afterwards with his followers been in~ 

debted to Mr. Jowett for friendly interven~ 
tion between them and the authorities, who 
would have dismissed them. He now joined 
with Dr. Ogilvie, one of those who had been 
his own personal opponents, in the prosecntion 
of ths Greek profe .. or. 

I 
Dr. Pusey, and hiB co-prosecutors of Profes

sorJowett in the chancellor's court at Oxford, 
could not carry on the case because of the 
protests entered by the defenda.nt'fI proctor, 
which contained objections tha.t the court had 
no jurisdiction in spiritual matters, was unfit 
to do ju£rt;ice in the case, and bad no power 
over a regius professor. 

There were of course other ways of pro
nouncing sentence against the essayist, aud 
when a proposal was made to increase the 
endowment of the Greek chair-which re
mained at its original amount of £40, although 

'that 8um was admitted on all hands to be 
utterly inadequate -considerable opposition 
to the Bcheme was evinced. This opposition 
was o,-ercome, however, 80 far at least as tbe 
resident members of the University were con· 
ceroed, and a plan for increasing the endow~ 
ment was agreed npon, with the understand· 
ing that no approval was thereby given to the 
opinions of the existing professor. The scheme 
hsd to be submitted to the vote of the whole 
body of graduates of the university, resident 
and non~resideDtJ and was rejected by a con
siderable majority, made up principally of 
Don-residents. The lord~chanceUor then pro
posed to accomplish the object in view in an· 
other way, and brought a bill into the Honse 
of Lords enacting that in future a stall in one 
of the cathedrals should be 8I!Signed to the 
occupant of the Greek chair, and providing 
that the first stall which hecanle vacant should 
be thu. appropriated. The proposal, though 
at first received with considerable approv~ 
was ultimately rejected by their lordship!!, 
mainly on the ground that it is the duty of 
the university properly to endow the chair, in. 
consideration of certain privileges and advan
tages-80me of which are of great value in a 
pecuniary point of view-grnnted to it by the 
CroWD. 

The lower House of Convocation at their 
meeting, and the Arch bishop of Canterbury in 
reply to a. deputation of 800 clergymen, de
cided to take no action against the authors of 
the heretical book, but to wait for the refu
tation of the opinions which it contained by. 
,..plies which would be sure to be published. 
The BishopofSalisburytbencommenced a suit. 
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This case which was brought by the Bishop 

of Salisbury against the Re-n Rowland Wil
liams was tried in the Archea· Court, where 
th. judge ,-ejected all tbe charges but those 
contained in two articles. On the.cbarge upon 
these two, the defendant appealed to the judi
cial committee of the privy-couDcil, and the 
Lerd-cboucellor Betbell (Lord Westbury) W88 

strongly in favour of a rey-ersal of the sentence 
of suspension pronounced by the Conrt of 
Arches on account of the two articles, which his 
lordship moved should be rejected as the' rest 
bad been. The charges in an action against 
another of the essayists (Mr. Wilson) he also 
&'lid should be withdrawn. The lord-cball
cellor was evidently on the side of freedom 
of opinion, and distinctly declared that Mr. 
Williams's expressions were not to be inter
preted in the way put forth by the promoter 
of the actioD, and that Mr. Wilson's represen
tations could Dot be said to be plainly contra
dictory to, or inconsistent with, the articles or 

formula.ries of the church to which the charge 
merred. The Arch bishops of Canterbury and 
York did not concur in this judgment, and 
issued pastoral letters on the subject. A few 
days afterwards an address said to have been 
signed by 137,000 members of the Church of 
England, thanking them and supporting the 

. decision they had taken., was presented to them 
at Lambeth Palace. 

ElIaY' and Review was afterwards con· 
demned in Con~ocation; but, upon the reports 
of the committee of the Upper and Lower 
House, when that decision was brought down 
to the Lower, amendments were moved which, 
though they were not carried, ahowed that 
opinion was not una.nimous. There was yet 
to follow a sharp discussion in the House of 
Lerds, where Lerd Houghton asked the gov
emment questions as to the powers of the 
convocation of the province of Canterbury to 
pass a FJynodiea.l jU~<rJUent .on books written 
by clergymen or laymen; ~ to the immunity 
of members of tha.t body from proceedings at 
common law consequent on such judgment; 
and as to the form in w hicb judicial power 
must he exercised if it belonged to that body. 
The opportunity was too good for the lord. 
chancellor to lose, and he replied in terms, of 

which the archbishop said, he tried to produce 
pain by words tha.t should blister those upon 
whom they fell There were, he said, three 
modes of dealing with Convocation when it was 
permitted to come into action and trAnsact real 
bllSilless. The first was, while theywere harm
lessly busy, to take no notice..of their proceed. 
ings; the second was, when they seemed likely 
to get into mischief, to prorogue and put RIl 

end to their proceedings; the tllird, when they 
had done something clearly beyond their 
powers, was to -bring them before a. court of 
justice and puniflh them. This was bitfug and 
contemptuous enough as pronounced by an 
eminent lawyer holding snch high office to
wards 8. body which regarded itself as an 
ecclesiastical tribunal He went on, however, 
to represent, that as Convocation derived its 
authority from the crown, and could pronounce 
no valid sentence without the sanction of the 
crown, any attempt to put such a sentence in 
force without that sanction would make the 
offending parties liable to a prremunire., He 
then pictured the archbishop and the bishops 
at the bar, not· in solemn state, but as penitents 
in sackcloth and ashes; he supposed tha.t tlle 
sentence would be similar to that plUBed by a 
bi.ehop ··on one of the authors of Ea,ay, and 
RevielD8~ year's deprivation of his benefice, 
and then represented that ss the archbishop 
had given two votes, for two years the most 
reverend prelate :would be condemned to have 
all the revenue of his high position seques
trated. What a.n opport~1Dity for his right 
honourable friend, the chancellor of the 
exchequer, to spread his net, a.nd in one baul 
take in £30,000 from the highest diguitary, 
not to speak of the hoi poUoi, the bishops, 
deacons, canons, vicars, all included in 
one common crime-all subject to ODe com
mon penalty. . .. Assuming that the repo~ 
of the judgment which he had read was a 
correct one, he was happy to tell their lord
sllips that what was called a synodical judg
ment was simply a series of well-lubricated 
terms-a sentence so oily and snponaceous that 
110 one could grasp it. Like an eel it slipped 
through the fingers; it was simply Dothing, 
and he wss glad to tell his noble friend that 
it was no sentence at all. If the ,·olume had 
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been the work of one hand the sentence might 
have had some effect j hut, seeing that. the 
volume was only two covers holding together 
separate essays, and seeing that the sentence 
did not attribute any offence to anything but 
the volnme containing ·these separate writings, 
Dot ODe of the authors was condemned, and 
each one of them might say, uThis thing that 

.is condemned is not mille; it belongs to you." 
In this way the volume and the sentence 
which condemned it might be handed round 
from one to another, and the application of 
the sentence be repudiated by all the authors. 
The bishops might meet together as a. de~ 

bating club and express their opinion whether 
this or that law was a good or,a bad one; but 
even that- was not a 'very small nor a. proper 
thing, for they might thereby involve them
selves in great peril. He brought before them 
the predicament in which any individual mem
ber of the episcopal bench might Btand. The 
upper house might come to a particular deter
minationj but, supposing the author of one of 
these essays were presented to a living or any 
other piece of ec.clesiasticnl preferment, and 
supposing that on~ of the bishop8who h~ been 
a party to those proceedings were called on to 
institute. The bishop would naturaJ.ly say, 
U How can I institute a man whose work I 
ha.ve joined in condemning 1" but,· in declil1ing 
to institute, the bishop might possibly become 
1ia.ble to a. pnemunire, or be involved in the 
consequences of another hard word, duplex 
querela. 

This was the strain in which the reply 
was made, and it concluded by assuring the 
mover of the question that it was not the in
tention of the government to take any further 
steps in the matter. The Bishop of Oxford 
replied with dignity, and not without effective 
rebuke of the tone of the lord-chancellor, say
ing that if he had no respect for himself, he 
ought to have had respect for the audience 
before which he spoke. 

Probably few persons could luwe defended 
the manner of the reply made by Lord West
bury; but the mnttep of it was subject for 
very. serious consideration, as people have 
found out since, and especinlly now that an
other party in the church have a.like denied 

the authority, and practically tried to defy the 
power of a legal tribuna.I, and ha.ve refused to 
acknowledge the duty of obedience to ecclesi
astical superiors. 

It may be remarked here that in the matter 
of subscription to the articles of the church 
Dr. Pusey had in the early part of his mreer, 
and while he was liable to suspension from the 
university for a.lleged Romish tendencies; re· 
fused to accept the articles except with the 
liberty of interpreting them according to his 
views of their meaning in tbe ancient church. 
The subscription to the_ clerical oaths had, it 
is almost needless to·say, become liable to 88 

elastic an application, and at length a royal 
commission was appointed to inquire and re
port on the subject, with the result that in 
July, 1865, Lord Granville brought a bill 
before .parliament for relaxing the subscrip
tion to certain clerical oaths. The effect of 
this was that in place of the old form pledging 
his "assent a.nd consent" to everything coo
tained in the Book of Common Prayer, the 
declaration as proposed by the bill to be made 
before ordina.tion was: "I assent to.the Thirty. 
nine Articles of religion and the Book of 
CommonPrayer and of the ordering of bishops, 
priests, and deacons. I believe the doctrine 
of the united Church of England and Ireland 
as therein set forth to be agreeable to the 
word of God; and io public prayer and ad
ministration of the' sacraments I will use the 
form in the sa.id books prescribed, and nODe 
other except as far as shall be ordered by law. 
ful a.uthority." This measure pa~ through 
both houses of parliament; 

A few words mllst be Said of Sir Richard 
Bethell (Lord Westbury), the profound and 
I\ccomplished lawyer, of the bitter tongue, who 
took so prominent a part as a law reformer 
and in these ecclesiastical trials. The close of 
1865 saw his sudden and almost unexpected 
resignation. He was just 65 years old, for he 
was born in 1800. His father was a physician 
at Bradford, and was said to have descended 
from an old Welsh family named Ap-ItheU 
(whence Bethell). His education began at the 
Bristol Grammar School. At the age of thi ...... 
teen he left that seminary and studied with 
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his father for one year, and then proceeded to 
Wadham College, Oxford, where he found some 
difficulty in matriculating QD. account of his ex
treme youth. This difficulty overcome, he was 
elected scholar in the following yea.r j and in 
1818 (before be was eight.en years of age) be 
took his degree, with the honours of a. first class 
in classics and a second in mathematics. He 
was called to the bar at the Middle Temple in 
1823, and 'made a queen's cowlsel in 1840. ,He 
was first returned for Aylesbury in 1851 as a 
Liberal Conservative, and sat for that place 
till 1859, when he was returned for Wolver
hampton. He bad beld tbe office of vice-chan
cellor of the county palatine of Lancaster, and 
was appointed solicitor-general in 1852 in Lord 
Aberdeen's miniBtIy~ and attorney-gener8J. in 
1856, and, with the exception of the brief in
terval of LOrd Derby's second ministry, had 
been in that office till in July,1861,he became 
custodian of the Great Seal of England. His 
wit was acute, his language, as we have seen, 
so ·ca.ustic that it has been ca.lled vitriolic j 
thougb b. moatly spoke in a lisping drawling 
manner which was far from being oratoricaJ, 
and made the words he used all the more start
ling when the listeners came to thinlc of them. 

It will easily be understood that he was 
beloved neither by those membe~ of his own 
profession who were opposed to his innova.
tions and simplifications of the law, nor by 
persons on whom he had turned his unsparwg 
powers of derision or of refutation. Perha.ps 
many of his enemies were waiting for au 
opportunity to payoff old grudges, and 
though they may not have had much hand in 
settling the score, the opportunity came in a 
manner which must have pai.J:ijld even those 
among his opponents who admired his abili~ 
ties and believed in his honour. It appeared \ 
that his real disposition in private life was 
indulgent, and to Bome extent ulumspicious, 
and he had used his influence or patronage in 
placing two of his relati~es in official posi~ 

tiona, where one of them was afterwards ac~ 
cused of holding or using the pu hlic money 
for his own purposes, and another of some 
other proceeding which could not be passed 
over with propriety. He had been foolishly 
lax, and had remained silent rather tha.n be-

VOL, IV. 

tray his relative, b\lt it was distinctly stated 
tha.t his silence was from no improper or un
becoming motive. The charge was brought 
&ocra.inst him, however, in the House of Com
mons instead of before a judicial tribunal, 
and it was made use of for an attack against 
the gov~rnment, so that a. vigorollS ," whip" , 
brought up a large attendance, in which the 
opponents of the lord-chancellor were more 
numerous than his supporters. "Laxity of 
practice and want of caution, whereby great 
encouragement has been given to eOlTllpt 
practices, and which, even in the absence of 
improper motives, are, in the opinion of the 
house, highly reprehensible and caJculated to 
throw discredit on the administration of the 
high offices of state," was the resC?lution which 
was accepted by a small majority. Lord 
Westbury resigned his office with dignity, and 
not without some calm and almost pathetic 
words, accepting the decision of the house 
without saying a syllable against it except that 
he hoped after an interval calmer thoughts 
would prevail. He pointed out the wOl'k 
which had been accomplished-:-the plans of 
reform a.nd improvement which had been 
carefully arranged under his direction-men
tioned that on his retirement there would only 
be a single appellate judgment in arrear, and 
that the same could be said of the Court of 
Chancery. "It is very possible that by Bome 
word inadvertently used-some abnlptness of 
manner-I may have given pain, or have ex
posed myself to your unfavourable opinion,)) 
he said to the HOllse of Lords in conclusion. 
" If that be so, I beg you to accept the sincere 
expression of my regre~ while I indulge the 
hope that the circumstance may be erased 
froQl your memory." It was like an official 
dying speech. But Lqrd Westbury lived to \ 
do useful work as a "law lord" in decidingap
peals and as arbitrator in BOrne delicate and dif
ficult commercial questions-duties in which 
he was employed till h~ death in July, 1873. 

The session of 1866 commenced with much 
interest and with no little expectation. For. 
the first time since the dt'ath of the pl'ince
consort the queen opened parliame~t. The 
appearance of her majesty in public was the 

• . '1'1 
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ocCasion of a loyal and hearty welcome, which 
would perhaps have been more vociferous if 
it had been I ... sympathetic. Only by her 
prese'nce in the house did her majesty resume 
her royal state. The robes lay on the throne 
beside which she stood, with downcast eyes, 
as the speech was read by the lord. chan
cellor. One passage in the speech pointed 
directly to parliamentary reform:-"I have 
directed that information should be procured 
in reference to the rights of voting in the 
election of members to serve in parliament for 
counties, cities, and boroughs. When that 
information is complete the attention of par
liament will be called to the result thus ob
tained, with a view to such an improvement 
in the laws which regulate the rights ot voting 
in the election of the House of Commons 88 

may tend to strengthen our free institutions 
and conduce to the public welfare." 

Not very exciting, this placid reference to 
an. inquiry which ardent reformers thought 
should l~ to a very considerable ~xtension 
of the franchise and a careful redistribution 
of seats in acCotdance with equal representa.
tion: and yet not only the opposition, but a 

'large section of the supposed supporters of the 
government, assnmed it to be untimely, if Dot 
unnecessary, unleas for the purpose of securing 
a few concessions, chiefly in the direction of 
the borough franchise. Nor could it be main~ . 
tained that any very significant demonstra
tions had been made outside parliament to o~ 
tain a definite scheme of reform. There was a 
widely-felt impression that the question would 
sooo have to be considered, and there were 

. several associations and not a. few leaders 
willing to organize and 'carry ,on a regular 
movement for securing a measure which would 
satisfy a genuine demand j but the demand 
had not been made in the shape of distinct 
propositions, perhapa, for one reason among 
othe1'8, that ad vaneed reformers felt little con';.. 
fidence in proposals likely to emanate from a 
government of which Earl Russell was the 
head and the Whigs a very illfluential element. 
The trtlth seemed to be that Ehrl RusseWs 
government waa 'not likely to go anything 
like far enough for the Liberals or Radicals, 
and a good deal too far for the cautious 

Whigs, or the determined opponents of wide 
measures of enfmDchisement, except as con
cessions to popular agitation: 

The knowledge that this was the existing 
impression must have made the task of Mr. 
Gladstone a difficult one, when he had to 
concur in framing a measure, and to introduce 
it to parliament; for by that time lie had, it 
may be supposed, gone far beyond the tradi
tiODS of the Russell Liberal policy 80 far as 
regardea au extension of the popular privi
leges in electioDs of members to parliament. 
There' was a certain wholeness in his character 
which forbade him from resting in partial de-
velopments, and hence, in departing from one 
.stand-point to another which he'saw before 
him, he had soon to change his boun~arieB on 
all sides in accordance with what was to him 
the evident collsistency qf their relations. It 
is no depreciation of him to say that he evi
dently did not, himself, realize the position 
that he would rapidly assume in relation to 
questions on which he might very well have 
thought he had already undergone a quite 
complete change of opwion. And though the 
reform bill wbieh be had to propose did not, 
in the estimation of many, go far enough, it 
had in it those elements of thoroughness which 
were sufficit:mt to gain for it the support of 
Mr. Bright-a support which,-when it was 
discovered that th.e opportunity of passing a 
measure of the kind wa.likely to be delayed, 
and perhaps lost by tlle continued apathy or 
indifferenoe of those wbo profeosed to be the 
friends and advocates of politlCaJ, freedom,
rose into warm and enthusiastic remonstrance . 
The introduction of the bill was somewhat 
ohm and constrained j but before it bad been 
long deb.ted, Mr. Gladstone and Mr. Bright 
had Bustained its claims both iu and out of 
pru'liameut by oratory which they have pro
bably sl'ldom surpassed. Their enclgetic ap
peals, though they did not arouse sufficient 
determination to support and save the govern
ment, stirred the country into action which 
compelled those who defeated the measure to 
reconstruct it with provisions which, if some 
of them were less satisfactory, were in some 
respects more inclusive. There must have 
'bt>eu many people at that time who remem .. 
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bered Disraeli's saying of the Peelites that 
"they had caught the Whigs bathing, and 
had stolen their clothes." In the reform bill 
of 1867 the Conservative government showed 
that, aided by something like ali accident, 
they bad tripped up Whigs and Liberals to
geth • ., and had afterward. been obliged to 
disgUise themselves in their clothes. 

But to return to the opening of the session. 
The ministry was not regarded as ODe favour~ 

able to the advance of Liberalism. The ad
vanced party were asking, Why was Bright 
left out of it 1 ,It had been rumoured that 
he was to be secretary for India, or president 
o~ the Board of Trade, while Mr. J obn Stuart 
.Mill was to support -the family tradition and 
conduct Indian affairs. No such appointments 
'Were made. Lord Clarendon succeeded Earl 
Buseell in the foreign office, and the govern~ 
ment remained with little al~ratioDJ except 
in the offices of under-secretary for the coler 
nies and vice-president of the Board of Trade, 
Mr. Chichester Fortescue, the former under
secretary, having become Irish secretary. 
These two changes were not at the time of 
much apparent importance; but they became 
reall)" significant as the introduotion to offices, 
which g&ve no seat in the cabinet, to twQ men 
who have since bad much to do, one with the 
financial, and the other with the social and 
political administration of the country. These 
two men were Mr. Forster and Mr. Goschen. 

Mr. William Edward Forster, member for 
Bradford, did not profess to be himself U one 
of the people falsely called Quakers/' though 
he was the owy son Of William Forster, who 
was lllore than fifty yelU"S a minister of the 
Society of Friends, and died in TeIlDessee, 
whither he had gone on an anti-elavery mis
sion. William Forster married the sister of 
Sir Thomas Fowell Buxton, the first baronet. 
The member for Bradford was born in 1818, 
and was therefore forty-eight years old when 

. he took office in the ministry of 1866. He 
married Jane Martba, eldest daughter of the 
late Dr. Arnold, the celebrated master of 
Rugby School, and adopted all the children 
of one of Dr. Arnold's 800S, who died in the 
prime of life, leaving hiB family but scantily 
provided for. Long, before he came into 

parliament Mr. Forster was widely known 
aQ aD. active intelligent magistrate, a. zealous 
and earnest philanthropist, and a politician 
of widely Liberal principl .. and enlarged 
views, and it has recently been made known 
that during the Irish famine, when he was & 

young man, he was engaged alone and ~ith 
indefatigable activity in visiting the remote 
distressed districts, many of them not easy of 
access, and taking measures to afford l"elief to 
the starving people. In 1859 lie contested 
Leeds, but was defeated by Mr. Beecroft; but 
in 1861, when Mr. Titus Salt, of Saltaire, dis
gusted with parliamentary life, retired, MI'. 
Forster' was returned without opposition for 
Bradford, where he had a large business as & 

worsted manufacturer. Mr. Forster, very soon ' 
after he entered the house, began to take part 
in the discussions, and speedily gained a re

putation not only as a debater, but as an ear
neat, vigorous, and convincing speaker; 

Mr. Forster had long been deemed a rising 
man. Mr. Cobden had from the first a high 
opinion of him, and thought that he would be 
certain to attain and keep a prominent position 
i~ the house. 

The Right Honourable George Joachim 
Goachen, ·one of the members for the city of 
London, had risen rapidly in official life, for 
he was only in his thirty-fifth year i but he 
had a. special talent for finance, which had 
been cultivated byoommercial experience as & 

member of the well-known ti.rm of Friihling, 
Goscben, & Co., foreign merchants and finan
ciers, his connection with whom he relinquished 
on takiog office in the government. 

Mr. Goschen was educated at Rugby, and 
at Oriel College,Oxford,w1lere he took his de
gree. Hewas first returned for London in 186~, 
aud again, at the head of the poll, in ·1865. 
Some years befol'e, he had published a book 
on the theory of foreign excbanges, and almost 
immediately on ente~ing ·the House of -Com
mons'he made a position for himself as an able 
Bpeaker on finance and commercial legislation. 
Shortly after Earl Russell stlcr.eeded to the 
premiership Mr. Goschen was appoi.nted vice
presideot of the Board of Trade; but this 
office h~ had only held for a .sbort time when 
he was transferred to the Duchy of Lancaster, 
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with a. Beat in ~e cabinet. it is generally 
understood that the rapid promotion of Mr. 
Goschen was made at the instance of the 
chancellor of the exchequer (Mr. Gladstone), 
who, it is said, was desirous of having at his 
back a IIl&Il thoroughly conversant with finan
cial a.ffairs to help blm in the discharge of the 
onerous duties of his office, to which had been 
added the leadership of the Ho""e of Commoos. 

The government also reckoned aD the sup
port of Mr. \ St&.nsfeld, a rising politician, on 
,the side of Radicsli.sm, who bad held office 
in the admiralty under Lord Palmerston, 
but had resigned in consequence of having 
been charged with complicity in the plots of 
M~i-a.Il accusation the only foundation 
for which was that he was a friend of the 
Italian patriot, to whom he had given permis. 
sion to have letters addressed to his house, 
directed to Mr. Fiori, in order to avoid a p0s

sible repetition of post-office scrutiny. Mr. 
StanBfeld was, however, too able a man to be 
left out of Jl"rly consideratioos: 

The Duke of Argyle in the Lords was at 
that time scarcely of sufficient weight to count 

against some Tory advantages. But his ability 
was recognized, even though it was oceasion~ 
ally ma.nifested in a manner which led meD: to 
resent his self~sufficiency rather than to yield 
to the arguments by which he upheld his re
presentations. He was usually regarded ra.ther 
as a clever, persistent debater, with a philo
sophical tUrla, than as a profound politician or 
an able statesman. He was one of the rising 
men of the da.y. And on the other side, in ' 
the House of Commons, was Sir Hugh CaiI'IlSJ 

who had already made a considerable mark, 

and Mr. G.thorne Hw-<!y, afterww-<!. Lord 
Cranbrook. 

Earl Russell's ministry, then, was not alto
gether such as would lead men to expect any 
large and inclusive measure of parliamentary 

reform, nor, as we have noted, had ~ere been 
any definite and startling outcry for such a 
measure. It was felt that if there must be re
form at all, it should go beyond the very cau

tious and sober lines of the intimation in the 
royal speech. The country' was, on the whole, 
still so prosperous, that, though pressure was 
beginning to be felt, and a sharp, commercial 

crisis was impending iu a particular direction, 
the statement which accompanied the budget 
was highly assuring. The chancellor of the ex
chequer had not to announce a surplus of rev
enue on the scale of the last three years, which 
had reached an average of three millions and a 
half; but he would still be ahle to makezeduc
tiona not without interest. The estimated ex
penditure for the past year had been upwards 
of £66,000,000, but the actual expenditure was 
only £65,914,000. Therevenue was£67,812,OOO, 
leaviug a surplus of £1,898,000. The revenue 
had been £1,424,000 more than wae calculated. 
The average increase in revenues since ~864 
was about a million and a. quarter per year. 
The loss caused by the reductions of last year 
had slightly exceeded the estimate. The ex
chequer balances had been reduced by unusual 
liquidatioos of debt. On tbe 31et of March, 
1865, they were £7,691,000; and on the same 

d.te in 1866 they had fallen to £5,851,000. 
The total estimated expenditure of the coming 
year was £66,225,000, which, as compared 
with the expenditure of the previous year, 
showed an increase of £78,000. The total 
estimate of the revenue for the year would 
be £67,575,000, thus leaving a surplus of 
£1,350,000, which, but for the charges of 
the previous year, would have been quite 

£2,700,000. 
The 'effect of the commercial treaty with 

Ft:ance had been to raise the export trade 
of that country from 58,500,000 francs to 
141,000,000 francs. We had now concluded 
treaties with Austria and Belgium, Italy and 
the Zollverein on the same standard. as that 

. of France, DO duty to exceed 26 per cent cui 
'Valorem on British goods. This necessitated 
changes in our own tariff, by which the duty 
on timber was repealed and the duty on wine 
in bottle or in wood. was equalized. These 
remissions, together with the abolition of the 
duty on pepper, which would be a loss of 
£112,000 for the year, a reduction of the 
mileage dut.ies on public conveyances from a 
penny to a farthing a mile, and a reduction of 
the scale of the license duty on post-horses, 
were all that could be proposed-and disposed 
of £500,000 out of a surplus of £1,350,000. 
The tea duties were to be renewed, and the 
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income-tax to remain at fourpence in the 
pound. The statement of Mr. Gladstone Wil

eluded with a careful representation that it 
was time to prepare for a serious reduction of 
the national debt, the amouut and auctuatioDS 
on which he said was exercising an injurious 
social inftuence. 

A good plan of operating on the debt was 
by the conversion of perpetual into terminable 
annuities. There was then a sum of twenty
four millions standing on a. deposit account of 
the trustees of savings'-banks, the whole of 
which the state was now bound to pay j and 

it was proposed to take that Bum, which now 
'COSt £.720,000 a year, and convert it into an
nuities terminating in 1885, whi~ would raise 
the annual charge to one million. If this was 
dODe in 1866-67 there would be a charge some-
thing above £1,200,000. The following year 
there would be a further charge on this conver
sion of £502,000; but ~of this £293,000 would 
be relieved by the falling in of other 'annuities. 
The total additional charges, making all allow
ances, would be abont £409,000 per annum. 
It was further proposed that so much of the 
dividends of the fuud which it was intended 
to create as were found to be to spare should be 
reinvested; and the result would be that in 
1885 the charge would b • .£1,440,000, while 
there would have been cancelled .no leM than 
fifty millions of stock j sud from year to. year 
the state would be buyers of stock. The 
surplus dealt with in making the reductions 
which he had stated would be £1,064,000, 
leaving an unappropriated balance of £286,000. 

These ~e the indications of the plan which 
Mr. Gladstone was considering, nor did it meet 
with serious opposition. The proposal to con
vert a portion of the debt into terminable an
nuities was embodied in a separate bill, which 
had passed its second reading when the gov
ernment was overthrown by the rejection of 
its reform bill, to which we must now give a 
passing notice. 

When the proposed reform bill was brought 
before the Honse of Commons on the 13th of 
March (1866) it soon became evident that the 
restrictions to which it had been subjected by 
the cabinet bad kept it within limits which 
were litUe likely to satisfy ardent reformers, 

and that Mr. Gladstone, and .perhaps Earl 
Russell also, had subJDitted to a compromise 
which went no further than a £14 franchise 
for the counties and a. £7 franchise for the 
towns. 

The House of Commons was crowded in 
every part to hear the proposals of the govern- ' 
ment. There was, perhaps, as much curiosity 
as there had been when the Reform Bill of 
1831 was brought forward by Lord John 
Russell; but there was far less excitement, 
even when it was declared that the measure 
would have the effect of adding 400,000 per
sons of all classes to the number of voters. Of 
these 17~,OOO would come under the connty 
fra.nchise, which would be reduced from £50 
to £14, with the proviso that the occupation 
of property of the value of 1 ... than .£50 should 
include a house the annual value of which was 
not less than .£7. 'Copyholdersand I ...... 
holders in boroughs were to bave th~ same" 
privileges as fl·eeholders. The borough fran
chise was to b. reduced from .£10 to .£7. 
Much attention was. then and afterwar,ds di
rected to u the compound householder n_a 

term which was constantly heard in all discus
sions about reform. The compound bouse
holder was .the tenant of one of a' number 
of small houses or tenements, for the rates of 
which the landlord "compounded" with the pa
rochial authorities-paying for them all in one 
sum. This of COUl'se came to much the same 

thing as the rates being paid by the tenant, 
since the landlord would naturally take care 
that bis disbursements were added to the 
rental. Componnd householders in boroughs 
were to have the franchise, so were lodgers 
paying not less tban £10 a year exclusive of 
the value of furniture, and 80 were separate 
tenants of the same house. The compound 
honseholders, it was estimated, would add 
25,000 to the number of votel'S. .Another 

,clause gave votes to all. adult males who had 
deposited £50 in a savings-bank for two years, 
which entitled them to be registered for the 
place in which they resided. These were the 
principal points of the bill. The question of 
the redistribution of seats was to be dealt with 
in a separate bill, but Mr. Gladstone 'consi
dered it to be of so much importance that he 
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would not undertake to introduce it in the 
same sesrion or even in the following one. 

Not only was there comparatively little in 
the bill to evoke an outburst of national en· 
thusiasm, but there were special difficulties in 
parliament itself. It was introduced to a 
House of CommoDs which had but just been 

elI!Cted, and had not been' elected on the 
ground of supporting such. a ~im8ure as was 
proposed, or indeed any inclusive scheme of 
reform at aH. Men like Mr. Bright and Mr. 
J au Stuart Mill, regal-dinQ' the measure as a 
stage of political progress, supported it, and 
many other" advanced" Liberals were willing 
to approve. it on that understanding. Mr. 
Forster was one of the first who spoke ear· 
nestly in its favour, Bnd among other adherents 
of Mr. Gladstone there was presently no lack 
of fervour. Yet it soon became evident that 
many members of the Liberal party were 
slipping away from their allegiance - not 
because the ,bill promised too little, but 
because it did not promise quite what they 
expected, or because, having just obtained 
their seats, they. were not inclined to iniperil 
them by upholding a measure the success of 
which they thought was doubtful. Among 
these 8O~called Liberals were unpronounced 
Whigs, who did not care abont any plan of re
form unless it should be unmistakably forced 
on them by pressure from witnout. It cer
tainly was a mild, not to say a rather colour~ 
leas mt'8Sure, and though it was afterwards 
supported by some of the most fervid &Ild 
brilliant appeals ever uttered by its chief 
promoters, Mr. Gladstone himself introducing 
it to a vast assembly in a speech which lasted 
for nearly three hours, and was throughout 
listened to with eager aud admiring atteution, 
nobody could claim for it that it gave any vast 
cencessioDs to popular demands. The most re
markable point of the situation was that man:t 
,of the Conservatives professf;d to regard the 
meMure as dn.ngerously democratic in its ten
dencies, and represented that unless it were 
opposed it would bring ruin upon the country. 
Those who were really of this opinion could 
have had little political foresight, and othe1"8 
who on principle resisted all attempts to re
form the suffrage could scarcely have nflected 

that as some changes were inevitaQle it would 
have been more coDsistent to have accepted 
wha.t from their point of view might ha.ve 
been regarded as a comparatively harmless 
extension of the franchise, than to arouse the 
country to still further expectations. In addi
tion to these objectors, it has been declared that 
there wer., others who honestly believed that 
any measure of further enfranchisement should 
be such as to secure a settlement of the ques
tion which would leave no probability of 

further agitation for several years to come. 
To these varied opponents of the bill Mr. 

Giadstone had to address himself, Rnd he 
closed his great oration by,appealing to those 
who professe~ to see in the proposed measure 
dangel'B which it is difficult to understatad how 
they could have associated with it. 

"We cannot," he said, {( consent to look 
upon this large addition, considerable although 
it may be, to the political power of the work
ing~~ of this country J as if it were an ad
dition fraught with mischief and with danger. 
We cannot look, and we hope nQ maD will 
look, upon it as Some Trojan horse approach
ing the walls of the sacred city, and filled with 
armed men, bent upon rum, plunder, and con
flagration. We cannot join in comparing it 
with tha.t ttwnstrum infeli.t;-we cannot say-

"-Scandit. fatalia machina muros; 
Folta arnUs: medimque mmaoa illabitur urbi." 

I believe that those persons whom we ask you 
to enfranchise ought rather to be welcomed 
as you would welcome recruits to your army, 
or children to your family., We- ask you to 
give within 'What you consider to be'the just 
limits of pr:udence and circumspection; but, 
having once determined those limits, to give 
with all ungrudging hand. Consider what you 
can safely and justly afford to do in admitting 
new subjects and citizens within the pale of 
the parliamentary constitutionj and, having 
80 considered it, do not, I beset'cb you, perform 
the act as if you were compounding with dan
ger and misfortune. Do it 88 if you were con
ferring a boon that will be felt and recipro:. 
eated in grateful a.ttachment. Give to these 
persona new interests in the constitution, new 
intereeta which, by the beneficent proceasea 
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of the la.w of nature and of Providence, sh.all facts,gavevalue to his utterances; but his man
beget iu them Dew attachment; for the attach- ner was Dot attractive, his tall,a.nd somewhat 
ment of the people to the throne, the institu- ungainly figure, his rather clumsy gestures; 
tiODS, and the laws under which they live is, his extreme short-sightedness, which forbade I 

after all, more than gold and siwei-, or more his referring to nott!s or papers except in an 
than Beets and w.'11lies, at' ollce the strength, apparenUy confused and awkward lJlanDer, 
the glory, and the safety of tile land." all were against bis making a very favour-

The first Dote of opposition from deserting able impression on his audience, to say no
Liberals was BOunded by Mr. Horsman; but thing of that intractability of tongue which 
the man who came to the front in denouncing now beca.me of value and importance. He 
the bill was Mr. Lowe. So bitter, so wild was had never achieved any gr~t success as a lead
his lauguage that it could scarcely be surpassed iug speaker till this opportunity arose and bore 
even by Lord &bert Cecil (wbohad succeeded i him to height. that h. had not touched before, 
to the title of Lord Cranborne) when ~e as-. ' and would never reach again. For a time h& 
sailed the proposed measure, or 'when he . mounted on the crest of a great surging wave 
afterwards let loose his invective against the II composed of two combining, though previously 
ieaderof his own party, and warned the Tdries confiicting currents. It bore him to the front; 
against the treachery of Mr. Disraeli~ Mr. I but when it ~ceded he was left in scarcely . 
Lowe was a. power in the house; but nobody a more distinguished position than that he 
suspected that his power lay in oratory: nor had occupied before, though he had achieved 
did it. Bya singular combination of-inC8n- a greater reputation in debate. Some of the 
tives he appears at this junct\!re to have risen language that he used was remembered with 
to a ~height of declamation, to an inteusity and no little anger by the speakers at subsequent 
force of language, and to a masterly vehemence meetings for the support of the popular cause: 
which served to carry everybody before it. for instance, "You have had the opportunity 
One is not obliged to lay undue stress on the of knowing some of the constituencies of this 
consideration that he had some reason to think country, and I ask if you want venality, igno
he had been neglect~ and deserted by the ranee, dnmkenness, and the means of intimi
govemment of which he had been a member, dation; if you want implllsive, unrefiecting, 
and was still glowing with a. sense of un- and violent people, where will YOll go to look 
deserved injury. More to the purpose, per- for them, to the top or the bottom 1 It is 
haps, was the fact, tLat while his attacks upon ridiculous to blink the fact tha.t since the re
the bill were received by the TOl'ies with de- fo~ act, great competition has prevailed 
light and acclamation; they were also ap- among the votem of between £20 and £10 
plauded by those Liberals who were only too rental; the £10 lodging and beer-house 
glad to find a.n ex-minister of the late Palmer- keepers. ..• We know wha.t sort of persons 
8tongo\~ernmentviolentlydeDouncinga.Liberal live in these small houses; we have all had 
measure which they were not prepared to experience of them under the Dame of 'free
Bllpport, and thus affording them au example men,' and it 'Would be a good tbing if they 
of that kind of independence which cheers and were disfranchised altogether.» Having com
encourages the opposition. Before the rushing lUented satirically on Mr. Gladstone's classical. 
torrent of Mr. Lowe's eloquence, Mr. Disraeli quotAtion he concluded by saying:-"It may 
himself seemed to retire to a comparatively be tha.t weare destined to avoid this enormous 
obscure position in the debate. Everybody danger with which we are COoirollted, and 
was astonished, and their astollishruent lead- not-to use the language of my right honour
ing to outbul'sts of enthusiastic applaUse, sti- able friend-to compound with danger and 
mulated the orntorto renewed effort& Itmust misfOl"tune; but it may be otherwise, alld all 
be remembered, however, that Mr. Lowe was a that I can say is, tllat if my right honourable 
lpea.kel'alwayswell worth listeniugto. Scholar- friend does succeed in carrying tbis measure 
ahip, occasional piquancy, a certain mastery of through parliament, when the passions and 
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interests of the day are gone by"! do not envy 
him his retrospect. I covet Dot a single leaf 
of the laurels that ma.y encircle his brow. 
I do Dot envy bim bis triumph. His be the 
glory of carrying it; mine of having to the 
utmost of my poor ability resist~d it." 

It was in reply to the pseudo-liberal Mr. 
Horsma.n, who bad spoken of Mr. Gladstone's 
address as "another bid for power, another 
promise made to be broken, another political 
fraud and parliamentary juggle/' that Mr. 
Bright made the famous retort, one passage 
of which. added a lasting phrase to parlia
mentary language, and became bistorim1:. It 
'WaB a double-edged reply, and told with equal . 

effect against Mr. Horsman and Mr. Lowe, 
both of whom seemed to be influenced by a 
grudge against the members of the 'govern
ment. Mr. Horsman, he said, was the first 
member of the new parliament who had ex
pressed his grief: "he retired into what may 
be called hi. political Cave of Adullam, to 

which he invited everyone who was in dis
tress, and everyone who was discontented. 
He has long beeJJ, anxious to found a party in 
this house, and there is scarcely a member at 
this end of the house who is able to address 
us with effect, or to take much part, whom he 
has not tried to bring over to his party and 
his cabal. At last he bas succeeded in hook. 
ing the right honourable the member for 
Calne (Mr. Lowe). I know it was the opinion 
many years ago of a. member of the cabinet, 
that two men could m';Lke a party; and a party 
formed of two men so amiable, so genial, as 
both of those right honournble gentlemen, we 
may hope to see for the first time in parlia.
ment, a party perfectly harmonious and dis
tinguished by a mutual and unbroken trust. 
But there is one great difficulty in the way. 
It is very much like the case of the Scotch 
tenier that was so covered with ,hail' that you 
could not tell w.hich was the head, and which 
was the tail." . • . Mr. Bright continued
"Now I said at the beginning that I did not 
ri.e to defend the bill. I rose for the purpose 
of explaining it. It is not the bill which, if 
I had been consulted, I should have recom
mended. If I bad been a minister it is not 
the bill which I should have coDBenled to 

present to the house, I think it is not adequate 
to the occasion, and that its concessions are not 
sufficient. But ~ know the difficulties under 
which ministers labour, and I know the dis
inclina.tion of pa.rliament to do much in the 
direction of this question. I shall give it my 
support because, as far as it goes, it is a simple 
and honest measure, and because I believe, if 
it becomes law, it will give some solidity and 
duration to everything that is good in the con
stitution, and to everything that is noble in 
the character of the people of these re:,tlms.1I 

The Cave of Adullam was one of those happy 
references which alwa.ys seize the attention of 
an assembly. From that time the party repre
sented by Mr. Lowe and Mr. Horsman, and 
including a number of U discontented" politi
cians who had· ptofessed to be Liberals, was 
called" the Cave,u and its members, " Adul
'lamites." 

Another phrase, which afterwards furnished 
several allusions from the opposition, occurred 
when Mr. Gladstone, having distinctly refused 
to bring forward the whole scheme for redis

tribution of seats, tUl'1led to Lord Robert 
Montague, who had spoken of Mr. Villiera 
as "the pretended friend" of the working
classes, and rebuked him by snying that if the 
working men, whom the noble lord and others 
seemed to dread as an invading and destroying 
army instead of regarding them as their own 
flesh and blood, were introduced into the 
house they would set him an example both of 
courtesy and good breeding. 

The phrase ,j own flesh and blood" was not 
forgotten, and in a subsequent debate Sir E. 
B"ulwer Lytton adroitly turned it to purpose 
in & telling speecb. Referring to the modified 
·nature of the concessions made by the bill, he 
expressed his amazement that the chancellor 
of the exchequer could descend to a spe
cies of argument 80 hollow in itself and 80 . 

, perilous in its logical dedl1ctions. "What has 
the right honourable gentlem~ to say to 
the millions who will ask bim one day, 'Are 
we an invading army1 Are we not fellow~ 
Christians 1 Are we not your own flesh and 
blood1' Does he think it will be answer 
enough to gi ve tbat kind of modified opinion 
which he put forth last night, and to say, 
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C Well, that is very true. For my own part, 
in my individual capacity I cannot see that 
there is any danger of admitting you; but 
still, you know, it is wise to proceed gnl;du
ally. A £7 voter is real lIesk and blood .. 
But you are only gradual lIesh and blood. 
Read Darwin on the origin of species, and 
learn that you are fellow~ChristiallS in an im~ 
perfect st"'l.te of development.'" 

The fact that Earl Grosvenor'had moved an 
amendment that it would be inexpedient to 
consider the bill for the reduction of the fran~ 
chise uutil the house had before it the whole 
scheme of the government, though Mr. Glad
stone had stated that be would not enter into 
the scheme for distribution till after the second 
reading of the franchise bill, showed tha.t the 
Whigs were indifferent to the success of the 
measure. The eldest son of the Marquis of 
Westminster was usually regarded as a steady 
supporter of the government. He had now 
joined with others in showing that he did not 
rega1111t with confidence. 

The second reading was not to take place 
till aiter the Easter recess, and during the in
terval considerable ex<:itemellt prevailed in 
tbose parts of the country where tlle reform 
party was strongest. 

At Liverpool there were enthusiastic de
monstrations. Mr. Gladstone addressed one 
great meeting at which the Duke of Argyll, 
Mr.Goscben, and others oC his colleagues were 
present. In response to his declaration that 
the government would abide by .the bill which 
they had introduced and stand or fall with it 
the audience rose to their feet and greeted 
him with long-continued cheering. 

U Having," he said, "produced tbis measure, 
founded in a spirit of moderation, we hope to 
support it with decision. It is not in our 
power to secure the pMSing of the measure: 
that rests more Wit11 you, and more with those 
whom you represent, and of whom you are a 
sample, than it does with us. Stil~ we have 
a great responsibility and are conscious of it, 
and we do Dot intend to flinch from it. We 
stake ourselves-we stake Our existence as a 
government-and we also stake our political 
character on the adoption of the bill in its 
main provisions. You have a right to .expect 

from us that we should tell you what we mean, 
and that the trumpet which it is our business 
to blow shou~d give forth no uncertain sound. 
Its sound has not been, and I trust will not 
be, uncertain. We have ,passed the Rubicon 
-we have broken the bridge, and burned the 
boats behind us. We have advisedly cut off 
the means of retreat, and. ha.ving done this we 
hope that, as far as time is yet permitted; we 
have done our duty to the crown and to the 
nation." 

The passing of the Rubicon, the breaking 
of the bridge and the burning of the boats, 
was another phrase about which much refer~ 
ence played in after debatesj but it at least ex
pressed the determined attitude of the govern
ment. 

Mr. Bright took anotherstandpoint:-At a 
reform meeting at Birmingbam a letter from 
him was read in which he said: "Parliament 
is never hearty for reform, or for any good 
measure. It hated the Reform Bill of 1831 and 
1832. It does not like the f .. nnchise bill now 
upon its table. It.is to a large extent the off~ 
spring of landed power in the counties and 
of tumult and COITuption in, the boroughs, 
and it would be strange if such a parliament 
were in favour of freedom and of 'an honest 
representation of the people. But, notwith
standing such a parliament, this bill will pass 
if Birmingham and otper towns do their 
duty." The opposition was referred to as "a 
dirty conspiracy'" "What,," he asked, "should 
be done, and wbat must be done, under 
these circumstances 1 You know what 10ur 
fathers did thirty-four years ago, and you 
kno~ the result. The men who, in every 
speech they utter, insult the working men, 
describing them as a multitude given up to 
ignorance and vice, will be the first to yield 
when the popular will is loudly and resolutel,Y 
expressed. If Parliament Street from Charing 
Cross to the v.enerabl~ Abbey were filled with 
meD seeking a reform bill, as it was two years 
ago with men 'come to ,do honour to an illus
trious Italian, these slanderers of their country~ 
men would lea.rn to be civil if they did not 
learn to love freedom." At Manchester also 
Mr. Bright urged an immediate organization 
for meetings and petitions-"as men living ina 
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free conutry, with representative institutioni, 
determined to partake in BOm~ measure of that 
representation, and to be free." 

Mr. Lowe h:ld received some strong remon
strances from his constituents on the subject 
of his charges ~aaiD8t the classes to which the 
franchise was proposed to be extended; and as 
Mr. Gladstone ~t Liverpool had referred to 
his language in terms of rebuke, he complained 
that 'he had been misunderstood and misre
presente<1, as he only intended to refer to the 
vices which existed in some constituencies as 
shown by the records of the house. Be did 
not, however, succeed. in expla.ining away the 
apparent meaning of what he had said at the 
time. The fact was that Mr. Lowe, who was 
in some other matters an extreme reformer, 
was 80 utterly opposed to the extension of the 
franchise that he bad let bis vigorous repre
sentations of its dangers run into language 
which either expressed what he '!Ieant, or very 
far exceeded bis intention; but the words had 
been shot forth, and they stuck like arrows. 
Perhaps tbe knowledge of this, and the re

proof which Ml". GJadstone had at the time ad
lUinistered ta him, gave force and fire to his 
speech when, the house having reassembled, 
the debate on the bill again came forward. It 
was the seventh evening in which the measure 
had been discussed j the second reading was 
proposed, and it was necessary to oppose it 
with all the vigour that could be summoned 
to the t..'\Sk. Mr. Lowe rose·to that task. It 
was the greatest of his parliamentaryachieve
ments. He never surpassed it. In a speech 
lasting two hours and a half he essayed to show 
the false principles upon which the measure 
was foundt>d, the avowed coercion which was 
being bronght to bear on the House of Com
mons, the extensive and powerful tyranny 
which would be exercised through the bill by 
trades-unions, and the fatal injuries which 
democracy would inflict upon tbe E.Dglisb 
constitution. Amid a tempest of cheering 
fl'OO1 tlle opposition And from many on the 
ministerial side of the house he contended 
that the principle of Mr. Gladstone's mea
Bure, and the idep. thnt, however covertly, 
lay at the root of all his reasoning, was the 
fitness of the poorer classed for the franchise, 

and their indefeasible claim to it as soon as 
they were fit-and not auy conviction that 
the objects of good government would be IDA

teriaUy aided by their admission. He 1Jointed 
out that every one of Mr. Gladstone'e plana 
went, not towards enfranchising 200,000 men, 
but towards enfranchising all, since all were 
"flesh and blood-fellow-citizens and Chris
tians-and fathers of families." For hiB 
part he thought they had. more reaSOn every 
day they lived to regret the I ... of Lord PaI
merston. "By way of a mortuary contribution, 
it seems· to me that the remaining membel"8 
of his cabinet laid in his grave all their mo
derationJ all their prudence, and all their 
statesmanship. The government have per-. 
formed an immeose exploit. They have car- . 
ried the great mass of their party-men of 
moderate opinion and views--tbey have car
ried them over from their own views and laid 
them at the feet of the member for Birming
ham. They are brought into contact DOW with 
men and principles from which six months 
ago tbey would have recoiled. Tbat is what 
has happened to part of them. The rest of us 
are left like sheep in the wilderness. And 
after the suc;:cess of this extraordinary combin
ation-for I can give it no other name-we, 
who remain where we were, are charged with 
being conspirators and traitors. We are told 
that 1"e are bound by every tie to support 
Lord RusseLL I dispute tbat. I never served 
under him. I have served, unfdrtunately, for 
a little less than ten years under.two prime 
ministers--one being LolU Aberdeen, and the 
other Lord Palmerston. Both these govern
ments Lord Russell joined j both these govern
ments he abandoned; and both these govern
ments he assisted to destroy. I ow.e bim no 
allegiance. I am not afraid of the people of 
this country; they hMo'e shown remarkable 
good sense-remarkable, indeed, in contnult 
with the harangues that hnve been addressed 
to them. Nor am. I afraid of thoae wbo lead 
them.· Demagogues are the ~ommonplaces 
of historyj they are found everywhere where 
there is popular commotion. They have 
all 8 family likeness. Their Dames float 
lightly on the stream of time; they finally 
contrive to be handed down aomehow, for 
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they are as little to be regarded for themselves 
as the foam which rides on the top of the 
stormy wave, and bespatters the rock it ca.n~ 
not shake; but what I do fear-what fills ~e 
with the gloomiest misgivings,. is when I see 
a Dumber of gentlemen of rank, property, and 
intelligence, carded away without even being 
convinced, or even over-persuaded, to support 
a policy which many of them in tlleir hearts 
detest and abhor. Mona.rcllies exist by loy
alty, aristocracies by honour, popular assem
blies by political virtue. When these things 
~cri.u to fail it is in their loss, and not in comets, 
eclipses, and earthquakes, that we are to look 
for the portents that herald the fall of states." 
Though he could Dot agree with the chancellor 
of the exchequer, there was, happily, one COlD

man ground left them-the Second ~eid. 
"My right l1011ou~ble fri~Dd returned again 
to the poor old Tt'Ojan horne. I will add one 
more to the excerpt from the story of that noble 
animal, after which I will promise. to turn 
him. out to grass for the remainder of his life. 
The passage which I wish to call attention to 
presents a s~etch of the army, and Dot only of 
the army but of the general also. 

• 'l'he fatal hone pours forth the human tide, 
Insu1ting Sinon Bings bis firebrands wide: ' 
The gates are burnt, tbe ancient rampart falls; 
And swarming myriads climb ita crumbling walls.' 

I have now traced as well as I could what 
I believe would be the natural result of a 
measure w hieh seems to my poor imagination 
destined to absorb and destroy, one after the 
other, those institutions which ha.ve made 
England what she has hitherto been, aDd what 
I believe no other country ever was or ever 
will be. Surely the heroic work of so many 
centuries, the matchless achievements of 80 

many wise heads and strong hauds, deserve a 
nobler collsuru~ation than to b.e saC1+ficed to 
revolutioDit.I'y passion, or to the maudlin en
thusiasm of humanity. But if we do fan we 
shall fall deservedly. Unconstrained by any 
external force, not beaten down by 8Uy intes
tine calamity: in the plethora of wealth and 
the surfeit of our too exuberant prosperity 
we are about, with our own rash and uncon
straiued hands, to pluck down on our own 
heads the venetable temple of our libel'ty and 

our laws. History may record other catas
trophes as signal and as disastrous; but none 
more wanton and more disgraceful." 

Even Mr. Disrneli could scarcely have made 
a speech that would have elicited such tumul
tuous applause as tllat with which the oppo
nents of the hill greeted these utterances. 
Mr. Disrneli, in fact, left the honours of the 
evening with the member for CaIne, but he 
had his own contributions to make to the 
debate, in which he denounced the proposed 
bill. as one calculated to reconstruct the con
stitution upon American principles. - He de
fellded the Conservatives from the charge af 
unfairness, aud declared that the house ought 
to proceed on the principle that they were the 
House of Commons and not the House of the 
People :-tbat they represented a great poli
tical order of the state, and not an indis
criminate multitude. In estimating what 
share the workiDg-classes should possess in the 
power of the state-a share which he did not 
at all begrudge them-they ought to act and 
to form that estimate accordiug to the spirit 
of the English constitution. 

In his speech he had referred to the early 
opiniolls expressed by Mr. Gladstone on the 
subject of reform, alld a reference to this point 
formed one of the most effective parts of Mr. 
Gladstone's reply to his opponents· before the 
close of the debate. ·That reply was itself a. 
masterly effort, for as we have noted, in these 
debates there occurred some of the most con
spicuous examples of the style of the finest 
speakers in pa.rliament. It was one o'clock in. 
the morning when MI'. Gladstone rose to reply 
to the charges brought against the bill. Mr. 
Lowe had alluded to words which had been 
used at the meetiug at Liverpool, as intended 
to ~tt.ack or disparage members of the honse; 
but he deuied that they bad that application, 
and reminded bis right honourable friend ·of 
a passage in a play o~ Aristophallffi (the senti
ments and circumstances associated with which 
he had forgotten), wbere one of tbe characters 
addressing the audience said, "But now, my 
-good Athenians, pray recollect, I am not 
speaking of the city, I am not speaking of the 
public, I am only spea.king of certain depra.ved 
and crooked little meD." Replying to Mr. 



220 GLADSTONE AND HIS CONTEMPORARIES. 

Dieraeli he said, U At last we have obtained a. 
declaration from an authoritative source that 
a bill, which, in a country with five millioDs 

of adult males, proposes to add to a limited 
constituency 200,000 of the middle class and 
200,000 of the working class, is in the judg~ 
meot of tbe leader of the Tory party a. bill 
to reconstruct the constitution on American 
principles." Mr. Dismeli's reference to the 
opinions held by the chancellor of the ex
chequer in 1832 was not a fortunate one, for 
it gave Mr."Gladstone an opportunity, of which 
he made active use, especially as his opponent 
had in a previous part of the debate said, in 
reply to a powerful speech by Mr. John 
Stuart Mill, that ,he would not refer to state
ments made in that gentleman's Writings 
twenty-five years before. 

"The right honourable gentleman," said 
Mr. Gladstone, "secul'e in the recollection of 
hii own consistency, has taunted 'PIe with the 
error. of my boyhood. When he addressed 
the honourable member for Westminster, he 
showed his IQagnanimity by dec1aring that he 
would not take tile philosopher to task for 
what he wrote twenty-five years ago; but 
when he caught one who, thirty-six years ago, 
just emerged from boyhood, and still an under
graduate at Oxford, bad expressed an opinion 
adverse to the Reform Bill of 1832, of which 
he had so long and bitterly repented, then the 
right honourable gentleman could not resist 
the temptation. • ._ . As the right honour
able gentleman has exhibited me, l.et me ex
hibit myself. It is true, I deeply regret it, 
but I was bred under the shadow of the great 
name of C4Dning, every influence connected 
with that name governed the politics of my 
childhood and of my youth; with Canning I 
rejoiced in the removal of religioWi disabili
ties, and in the chnracter which he gave to our 
policy abroad; with Canuing I rejoiced in the 
opening wlJich he made towards the estab
lishment of fl'ee commercial interchanges be
tweeu nations; with Canning, and under the 
shadow of that great name, and under the 
shadow of that yet more venerable name of 
Burke, I grant, my. youthful mind and ima
gination were impress~d just the snme as the 
mature mind of the right honourable gentle-

roan is now impressed. I had conceived tbat 
fear and alarm of the first Reform Bill in the 
days of my undergraduate career at Oxford 
which the right honourable gentleman now 
feels. • . . I envy him not one particle 
of the polemical .advantage which he has 

gained by his discreet reference to the pro
ceedings of the Oxford Union Debating So
ciety in the year of grace '1831. My position, 
sir, in regard to the Liberal party is in all 
points *e opposite of Earl Russell's. • . • 
I have none of the claims he possesses. I 
came among you an outcast from those with 
whom I ass~iated, driven from them, I admit, 
by no arbitrary act, but by the slow and 
resistless forces of conviction. I came among 
you, to make use of the legal phraseology, in 
forma, pauperil. I had .nothing to offer you 
but faithful and honourable service. You 
received me with kindness, indulgence, gener
osity, and I may even say with some measure 
of confidence. And the relation between us 
has assumed such a form that you can never 
be my debtors, but that I must for ever be in 
your debt." 

The reply concluded with words that were 
not soon ~orgotten :_fI We are assailed; this 
bill is in a state of crisis and of perit and the 
governm.ent along with it. We stand or fall 
with it. • . . We stand with it now; we 
may fall with it a short time hence. If we 
do so fall, we, or others in our placE's, shall 
rise with it hereafter. I shall not attempt to 
measure with precision the forces that are to 
be arrayed against us in the coming issue. 
Perhaps the great division of tQ-night is not 
the last that must take place in the struggle. 
At some point of the contest you may possibly 
succeed. You may drive us from our seats. 
You may bw'Y the bill that we have intro
duced, but we will write upon ita gravestone 
for an epitaph this line, with certain confi
dence in its fulfilment-

.. E.x.oriare aliquis DOstris U ossibuJ uttor. "1 

You cannot fight against the future. Time 
is on our side. The great social forces which 
move onwards in their might and mnjesty, 

1 From our bonu an avenger will arise. 
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and which the tumult of our debates does Dot 

for a moment impede or disturb-those great 
social forces are against you: they are mar
aha.Ued on our side; and the ba.nner which we 
now carry in this 6ght, though perhaps at 
some moment it may droop over our sinkwg 
heads, yet it soon again will float in the eye 
of heaven, and it will be borne by the firm 
bands of the united people of the three king
doms, perhaps not to an easy, but to a certain 
and to a not far distant victory:" 

It is not to be wondered at that the division 
on the second reading was taken amidst tre~ 
mendous excitement, still less surprising is it 
that, when it became knOWD how small a 
majority was likely to be secured by the gov
ernment, tha.t'excitement was intensified. It 
was at three o'clock in the morning (Saturda.y 
morning the 28th of April), that the house 
divided, and a large crowd waited in West
minster Hall to hear the result. Members 
had struggled back to their seato after tbe 
division, eager ex~cta.tion was on every face, 
the air seemed to be charged with electricity, 
there was a. hum, a murmur, a hush, a half 
audible -whisper before the tellers appeared, 
and then a surging of the crowd at the bar of 
the house, a rising of' the strangers in the 
galleries, a crauing of necks and a 8~ed and 
almost painful attention. The ayes were 318, 
the noes 313. The announcement had scarcely 
left the spea.kelJs lips when, like the bursting 
of a pent-up storm, one great shout, or rather 
shriek and roar arose in the bouse. Never 
had such a Beene been witnessed. It surpassed 
even that at the passing of the Reform Bill 
of 1832; but this time it wus on the side of 
the opponents of the measure. In one of the 
largest, if not the very largest division that 
bad ever taken plaee within the walls of par
liament,and after such a struggle,-forthe gov
ernment to have only a majority of five, was 
near enough to their defeat to cause a shout 
of exultation to rise alike from the opposition 
benches and from those where sat the malcon
tents, whose desertion had dwindled down 
a Jru'ge majority to this small one. The 
Conservatives were even less uproarious than 
the Adullamites, who from the ministerial 
benches roared their triumph, while Mr. Lowe, 

his' white hair glistening like silver over his 
face, purple with delight, almost danced as he 
stood up waving his hat in wide and triumphant 
circles over the very heads of the men who 
had been Ms an~nonists. 'Such w~ the scene 
on that memorable morning, as repeated out
bursts of cheering ruarked the nea.r defeat of 
the government. Not till the voices of the 
shouters began to fail could the chancellor of 
the exchequer gain a bearing, but at last he 
rose, and amidst a sudden profound silence 
calmly said,'" Sir, I propose to :fix the com

. mittee for Monday r and I will then state the 
order of business." It had been a memorable 
'night. After one of tbe greatest orations ever 
delivered within the house, after a scene of 
uupamlleled exc~temeut, silenee fell upon the 
assembly. The dawn was breaking as mem
bers went forth into Palace Yard, where a 
crowd was still waiting to cneer the sup
porters ~f the bill, which those who knew the 
parliamentary portento already feared wae 
doomed to defeat. 

The government had now to bring forward 
the bill for the redistribution of seats and the 
franchise bills for Scotla.nd and Ireland. The 
plan for redistribution did not disfranchise 
any of the boroughs, nor did it alter the tots! 
Dumber of members to be returned to the 
House of Commons, but some small boroughs 
were to return only one representative instead 
of two, and other boroughs. were grouped to
gether. By these means forty-nine seats were 
left for disposal, a.nd it was proposed to give 
twenty-six of these seats to counties or to the 
divisions and subdivisions of counties, and an 
additional member each to Liverpool, Man
chester, Birmingham, Leeds, and Salford. 
The borough of the Tower Hamlets was to be 
divided with two members for each division. 
Chelsea and Kensiugton were made a borough 
returning two membel'Sr and a new member 
each was given to Burnley, Staley bridge, 
Gravesend, Hartlepool,Middlesborough,Dews
bury, a.nd the University of London. The 
remaining seven seats were allotted to Scot
land and Ireland. On the 14th of May tile 
redistribution bill was read a second time, a 
fortnight afterwru:ds the two bills were com
bined and went into co~ittee with some 
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8JDendmenta which were required to. form. 
them into ODe measure. 

Amendments were again proposed. One by 
Sir R. Knightley that it should be an instruc
tion to the committee on the franchise bill 
to make provision for the prevention of cor· 
ruptiOD. and bribery at elections, was carried 
against the government, but Mr. Gladstone 
said they would wait for the production of Sir 

B. Knigbtley's scheme. A resolution moved 
by Captain Hayter a"oainst the proposed system 
of grouping boroughs, issued in a long debate, 
in which Mr. John Stnart Mill took port, and 
Mr. Lowe again RS98iled the measure as one 
which would ruin the constitution. Earl 
Grosvenor eventually persuaded Captain Hay
ter to withdraw his ~UtiOD ratbertbl'lu run 

the risk of breaking up the government, and 
80 dnriog the critical position of European 
politics losing the services of Lord Clarendon. 
Mr. Disraeli thereupon severely attacked Lord 
Clarendon's policy. _ So the discussion went 
jangling 00, resolution after resolution being 
proposed, till at length Lord Dunkellin, nsnally 
a aupporter of the government, brougbt for
ward aD amendment which was fatal to the 
bill aDd led to the resignation of the minis
try. He proposed that the borough fran
chise· sbould be bssed on rating instead of 
rental. In vain Mr. Gladstone represented 
that this would involve a limitation of the 
franchise, and showed that there would be 
aerioos practical difficulties in the way of the 
operation. of such a principle. The house 
divided on the question, and the numbers for 
"he amendment 'Were 315, against it 3()ot On 
the announcement that there was a majority 
of eleven against the government, the house 
was again a scene of extraordinary uproar
the triumpb of the Adullamitee was complete. 
Eight days niterWards it was mads known 
that ministers bad tendered their resigunlion 
to the queen, who was in Scotland, and that 
after some remonstmncea her majesty had 
agreed that they should only hold office till 
auccessors conld be appointed. 

Hr. Gladstone pointed out that the edoption 
of the proposed rating francbise would have 
been opposed to tbe principle of tbe govern
ment scheme. They hed agreed for the sake 

I 
of conciliating opinion to combine the fran., 

chise and the redistribution billa, bot the op
posing amendments, supported as they had 
been agninst tbe govenunent, and finally Lord 
Duokellin's amendment, which was carried by 
a majority of eleveD, made it impossible to 
carry on the bill, and left them: no alternative 

but resignation and a persistence in resigna.
tion. The government had pledged itself to 
stand or fall by tbe bill Sncb a pledge, he 
admitted, was one which a government shonld 
rarely give. "It is the last weapon in the 
armoory of the government; it shonld not be 

I 
lightly taken down from the walls, and if it 
is taken down it should not be lighlly n>

I placed, oor till it has served the purposes it 

I was _ meant to fulfil" The pledge had been 
given, however, under the deepest conviction 

II of public dnty, and bed tbe effect of making 
, tbem nae every effort in tbeir power to avoid 

offence, to conciliate, support, and unite m.. 
stead of distracting. 

Ouce more Lord Derby was eaIIed upon to 
form. a ministry, of wbich Mr. Disraeli was 
chancellor of the exchequer, Lord Stanley 
foreign secretary, and Mr. Walpole bome 
secretary. Viscount Cranborue, wbo had, of 
course, let loose much invective agaimt the 
reform bill and Mr. G1ad.-tone, was made 
Indian secretary. Lord Derby made .v ..... 
turee to some of the Liberal pnrty to inclnde 
them in the J1liuistry; but after having beld 

a meeting they deputed Lord Grosvenor to 
reply that tbey could not accept the offer, 
Ibough they might be able to give the ministry 
their independent support. 

CC Exonare aJiquis ex nostris .oasibus ultor!" 

It appeared that the declaration would be 
speedily fulfilled. The new ministry had not 
been formed till the first week io July, and 
there was little time for anything except to 
make the usual ministerial statements before 
tbe prorogatioo of parliament. Lord Derby, 
though he seemed not to be able eompletely 
to estimate the extent of public feeling, and 
while rep~nting that he and his colJeaguee 
were free and tlopledged on the question of 
reform, and that he should carefully adhere to 
an wom ODce laid down by Earl Bussell tba' 
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no government should undertake a measure 
of reform without seeing a fair possibility of 
canying it, declared that tha.t possibility d~ 
pended on a.n understanding and joint action 
betw-een the two great parties jn the state. 
He added that he should he glad if an oppor
tunity occurred for passing a safe and satisfl\c
tory measure. He would like to see a number 
of the class now excluded admitted to the fran
chise, but he feared that the portion of the com
munity most clamorous for a. reform. bill was 
not that which would be satisfied with any 
measure that e;onld be approved of by eitJ.ter 
of the great parties in the country. These 
. utterances were the result of what had hap
pened i but it soon became evident 1ihat the 
eountry was not altogether dependent on the 
two great parties iu parliament, and that 
certain extra-parliamentary forces had been 
called into an acti ve operation, which continued 
all through the subsequent discussions until a 
reform bill was passed. 

Immediately after the defeat of Earl Rill!
eell's ministry demonstrations were madewhich 
showed that no other government could negle~t 
the introduction of such a measure. A meeting 
was held in TrafalW'or Square, where it was said 
10,000 persons assembled, and there the late 
premier was censured for Dot having decided 
OD a dissolutio~ of parliament. This was sig~ 
nificant. It appeared as though there was 
already a .growing conviction that a general 
election would have given a majority in favour 
of a measure of reform as inclusive as that 
which had beea rejected maiDly through the 
opposition of those who bad been avowed 
""pportel'B of Liberal principl... Duriug the 
recess, after the prorogation of parliament, 
these demonstrations continued both in Lon~ 
don and in the large provincial towns. In 
ma.ny places the meetings were of imposing 
Bize, and the proceedings were of a very em~ 
phatic character. At BOrne of them language 
was used which afterwards gave occasion for 
accusing the speakers of preaching democ~ 
racy, republicanism, terrorism, revolution, and 
even anarchy j but there could at anyrate be 
DO longer • doubt that, the I.rg;, body of 
people were becoming' very much in earnest 
in demanding lIuch an extenaion of the fran~ 

chise M the members of the Conservative 
government had previously opposed and de
nounced. At one meeting at Brookfields, 
near Birmingham, there were said to be 
250)000 persons present, who were addressed 
from platforms erected in various places in the 
open fields. At night another meeting was 
held in the Town~hal1, and was addressed by 
Mr. Bright, Mr. Sobolefield,and Mr. Beale •. 

Mr. Edmond Beales, a barrister of reputable 
position, was the recognized leader of the 
association known 88 the Reform League, 
and either presided or spoke .t numbers of 
large meetings, especially those which were 
held in London. MI'. Beales \was, OD the 
whole, an excellent president of such an asso~ 
ciation, and seldom or never lost self-control 
or failed to sustain a certain "respectability" . 

in the proceedin~ 80 far as the platform was 
concerned. It was sometimes thought that 
this was aided by the persistence with which 
he displayed hia degree of Master of Arts; the 
letters M.A. appearing after his name in the 
big "posters" and a.ll the 8llnouncemellt& of the 
meetings at which he presided. It was one of 
the harmless humours of the time never' to 
mention the'Dame of Mr. Beales without par
enthetically, but with much emphasis, adding 
"M.! A.!n When the Reform Bill had passed, 
this gentleman very easily subsided and retired 
to the distinguished obscurity of a county court 
judgeship; but be carried on the work be had 
undertaken during t~e agitation with COD~ 
siderable tact, and with a gravity and earnest
ness which had a very remarkable effect. Per~ 
haps the most coDspicuous instance of his in. 
fluence, and of the action of the cOUDcil of 
"theLeague,n occurred durillgtbe time of what 

were called the" Hyde Park Riotst a term 
rather in excess of anything that ren.llY hap~ 
pened, though the combined blundering and 
uncertainty displayed in the conduct of lIoma 
of the authorities might easily have produced 
much more serious cOnS6quences than the over~ 
turning of the park railings and the sudden in~ 
VMion of what was alter all a public place by a 
rather noisy but not particularly mischievous 
or revolutionary mob. A number of the SUP'" 
porters of the government had taken alarm, 

. and the government itself preferred to regard 
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the meetings which had been held, as assem
blies called together fo,r the purpose of politi
cal disturbances. At,the same- time Mr. Lowe 
and some of the' Adullamite8 were complain
ing of the manner in which they had been de
nouDceg and misrepresented by a few 'of the 
speakers. It was scarcely surprising, there
fore, that when the council of t~e L~ue pro
posed to hold a. monster meeting in Hyde 
Park on the 23d of July (1866) for the pur
pose of showing the number and proving the 
determination of the reformers, a great deal 
of alarm was excited. 

In QPposition to the proposal of the council 
of the Reform Le&oC7Ue the government came 
to the weak determination to prevent the 
meeting in the park. The council had taken 
Iegn.l opinion on the subject, and were not 
without precedent, so that they did not with
draw theiravowed intention though Sir Richard 
Mayne, the chief commissioner of the metropo
litan police force, iMUed a notice forbidding the 
assembly, and was supported by Mr. Walpole 
at the Home Office. No argument could prove 
that the holding of such'a meeting was con
trary to law, or that those who might at
tend it were not within their right in assem
bling .t a public place; and supported by tbis 
assurance the Leaguers were prepared to put 
their claim to the test. But they did so in a. 
way tbat was perfectly legal I\lld eminently' 
orderly. Mr. Beales, who had held the office 
of revising barrister for Middlesex, a position 
from which it was afterwards stated he had 
been removed because of his political associa
tions with the League, acted with considerable 
prudence, and both he and his colleagues 
proved that they were capable of organizing 

. a large association in a manner which would 
prevent a brench of the law if they were let 
alone. It mostly happens, however, that any 
public movement maintained by monster meet
ings and demonstrations attracts numbers of 
disorderly and lawless persons wh~ care little 
or nothing for its objects, and only ma.ke use 
.of its a88emblies for the purpose of robbery or 
riot. The prospect of a vast crowd assembled 
at Hyde Park would therefore have justified 
such precautions as might have enabled the 
police to deal with any attempt to resort to 

violence or the destruction of property. As 
it was, steps were taken to deal, not with an 
unruly moq should occasion arise. but to use 
force for the purpose of preventing a political 
demonstration by members of the League. 

Notices had been posted throughout Lon
don stating that the park gates would be 
~osed to the public at five o'clock on the 
evening appointed for tbe meeting. At that 
·hour thousands of persons were standing at 
the entrances to the park, which were kept 
by the police who were posted insid~ the 
gates. The council of the League had met in 
the afternoon and determined to abide by 
their arrangements. The members of the 
association, divided' into sectiona, were to 
march from various parts of London in regular 
order, with their banners, to the place of meet
ing. For these processions the crowd was 
waiting, a crowd largely composE}d of idle and 
mischievous lads and rough fellows ready to 
take advantage of any chance of horse-play 
and willing to show impatience of authority. 
A few stones and two or three sticks were 
thrown, and the police were then marched 
outside the gates, before which they stood in a 
semicircle, the mounted constables in front of 
them. Presently the banners of the first pro
cession were seen approaching the MarbleArch, 
and the mob greeted them with cheering, an9, 
made way for the leaders to pass towards the 
gates. Mr. Edmond Beales, Colonel Dickson, 
and other active members of the League, came 
first in a carriage, from which they" alighted. 
Mr. Bealest speaking to the nearest mounted 
police officer, requested admission to the park, 
bu~ was told that he could not enter. On his 
asking for a reason the officer said, "I have 
authority to prevent you." To the inquiry, 
Wbat authority 1 be replied, "Our commis
sioner," The leaders of the party then re-., 
turned to their carriage amidst the chee1'9 and 
remonstrances of' the dense crowd, which had 
been estimated to consist of at least R hundred. 
thousand persons. The procession then re
fOl'med 88 well lIS it could, and turned back, 
following its leaders through Oxford Street to 
Trafalgar Square, where in a few words two re
solutiolls were passed-one urging the prose-. 
cution of lawful and constitutional means for 
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extending the franchise, and the other thank
ing Mr. Gladstone, Mr. Bright, and others for 
remaining faithful to the cause of parliamen
tary reform while so many had basely deserted 
it. 

That was an end of the proceedings 80 far 
as the members of the Reform ~(r\)e were 
officially concerned, but the crowd about Hyde 
Park had not dispersed. They still hung 
about the railings, by which they were pre
vented from entering the park itself. There 
were, no doubt, many reformers among them, 
but they were certainly a small minority. 
The business of the day was over, and nothing 
exciting had come of it. A dense. mass began 
to move towal'ds Park Lane, where there was 
already considerable pressure. Nobody could 
afterwards prove whether the railings there, 
being already shaky, began to sway inward 
by the weight of those who stood leaning on 
them, or whether, finding them already loose, 
one person or twenty persons gave them a 
sudden push. Whatever may have been the 
immediate cause, they went down at one 
point, and in a few minutes the whole line of 
half a mile of iron rai1s followed, and the park 
was invaded by the shouting, screaming, tri
umphant mob, who, of course, resisted the 
attempts of the police to drive them back, and 
went scamperiug and leaping over the grass 
and trampling over the :Hower-beds. There 
were numerous free fights, truncheons were 
used with considerable vigour, stones :Hew, 
and several penODS were badly injured. A 
detachment of foot-guards arrived and amidst 
the cheers of the mob took up a position by 
the gate, R. body of life-guards were greeted in 
the same enthusiastic manner as they galloped 
off to another part of the park. It was against 
the police that the mob exerted itself, and 
doubtless many in that surging crowd regarded 
the police as their natural enemies, and tried 
to do them mischief. Many of them were 
seriously hurt, and it was not to be wondered 
at that they defended themselves and repent
edly charged their assailants. A second body 
of foot-guards arrived and were held in l"eadi
ness to fire on the rioters if things became 
more serious; they aided the police in driving 
back and separating their opponents. Then 
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the life-guards. reappeared. HostiJities "Wore 
themselves out, and eventually the park was 
cleared. That night half London had shared 
in the panic, which seemed to have originated 
with the government; but the next day all 
was quiet, and another, comparatively law~ 
abiding and orderly, crowd was in Park Lane 
and about Piccadilly, curious to see the ruined 
railings and to walk. over the scene of the con~ 
:Hict. That conflict was over. It had, strictly 
speaking, little or nothing to do with the 
question of the fra.nchise, but it was asserted 
on all hands that it hastened a measure of 
reform such as the government of Lord Derby 
would Dot' have proposed except under the 
pressure of "What they supposed to be a 
threatening demonstratiou. It seeDlS far more 
likely, however, that the attitude. immediately 
afterwards assumed by the leaders of the 
League had that eft'ect. Only two days had 
elapsed when Mr. Beales, Colo~el Dickson, 
and others who had sought to lead the pro
cession into the park, and on being refused 
what they believed to be theil' legal right, bad 
peacefully retired, waited upon the home 
secretary on his invitation to consult in refer
ence to t4e disturbances in Hyde Park. Then 
was their opportunity. Mr. Walpole was a. . 
kindly, humane gentleman, and. was already 
deeply concerned that the prohibition he had 
ordered should have had such a painful result. 
ft- soon became evident· that he was not quite 
sure of the ground he. had· taken, and Mr. 
Beales very solemnly and very truly repre
sented to him tha.t it was impossible to over
rate the gravity of the crisis; that to restore 
order, it was necessary to withdraw the mili
tary and the police from the park. If this 
were done, he, Mr. Beales, and his friends 
would use their best efforts to pacify the 
public. Mr. Walpole thanked them for going 
to see him and for the conciliatory tone they 
had used in reference to the" unhappy pro
ceedings," He was much affected by the in
terview, and it was said that he shed some 
tears. Pel'haps he did, and they were cer
tainly no disgrnce to him, though they may 
have been an evidence that he was not made 
of stuff stern enough for the office he held 
and soon afterwards resigned. When the 

78 
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Reform Leaguers left him it was with an uu
de1'8tanding that had the government known 
they Dleant to try their right to enter the 
park in a. legal wa.y, they would have had 
every facility for doing so, and that if they 
would not, in the meantime, insist on their pre
sumed right, and on condition that there were 
no disturbance and no attack on property, 
there should be no display of military or police 
in the park. The end of it was that notice 
was given by the League that there would be 
no furtber meetings in the park except only 
on the following Monday afternoon, ,. by ar
rangement with the government." 

Amidst these disquieting events Mr. Glad. 
stone ,preserved a certain reticence. He took 
no part in the demonstrations that were made, 
hut waited to see whether any measure, or 
what. kind of m-aasure, would be brought for~ 
ward by hi. opponents. 

There were members of the Dew cabinet 
W}lO would have beld out against the intro
duction of any bill dealing with tbe ques
tion' of reform; .but both Lord Derby and Mr. 
Disraeli knew tha.t the ministry would not 
be able to re.tain office for many da.ya if 
they refused to make prompt advances to meet 

~ what had now grown to a loud and general 
demand. The difficulty cbiefly fell on Mr. 
Diaraeli, as leader in ,the Houae of Commons. 
He bad opposed the whole Bcherue proposed 
by his predece8Bors, had denounced the e:r.~ 

tensioDs it. proposed, and had declared that it 
was calculated to change the character of the 
English constitution to that of America. The 
victory by which he had again come into office 
had been won by the division of the opposition, 
and the party which bad aided him to defeat 
the Liberal government were little likely to ac.. 
oept any proposru.s for reform, without exer
cising the power of destructive criticism. It 
required all his adroitness to meet these com~ 
bined difficulties, and a mnn less confident in 
hia own dexterity would bave shrunk from 
the task that lay before him. Two questions 
seem to have presented themselves to him. 
The first was how to bring in a reform bill 
which should be so plastic as to take its shape 

• from the opposition, and so enable the minis
try to retain office: the second, how to pacify 

and persuade his colleagues tb.t they might 
&e,aree to present a bill wide enough to have 
a. chance of being committed to discussion. 
The reference made in the royal speech to 
par~iamentary reform was, "Your attention 
will again be called to the state of the. repre
sentation of the people in parliament j and I 
trust that your deliberations, conducted in a. 
spirit of moderation and mutual forbearance, 
may lead to the adoption of measures which, 
without unduly disturbing the balance of 
political power, shall freely extend the elective 
franchise." The latter part of this intimation 
was interpreted by many Liberals to mean, 
"There wi1l be some chauges, but DO Buch 
alterations 88 will make any cousider<l.ble dif~ 
ference in the result of electioDs, no distur
bance of the political power enjoyed by the 
lauded aristocracy." The meaning of the first 

part of the reference was soon apparent, for 
the ministry acted with remarkable prompti~ 
tude. The session commenced on Tuesday the 
5th of February, 1867, and on the following 
Monda.y the leader in the House of Com
mons was prepared with his statement of 
the government scheme. In a house crowded 
with -anxious and curious listeners Mr. Dis-
raeH rose to speak, and his first communica
tion was received with an outburst of laughter 
from the opposition, for it was to the effect 
that in the opinion of the gO'\,-ernment, parlia
mentary reform shonld DO longer be a qUe&-· 

tion which ought to decide ~he fate of minis
ters. It was BOon to become evident that the 
Conservati ve gavel'ament would neither de
fitroy their bridges Dor bu~n their boats, but 
would keep the means of retreat open and in 

. repair. So far from Mr. Disraeli being dis
concerted by laughter, he had probably calcu
lated on exciting it, and he went on to justify 
the opinion he had expreased by reference to 
the fact that all parti .. in the atate bad at 
one time or other failed in endeavouriug to 
deal with the question; that sllccessive gov
el'Dments bad brought ill bills and had Dot 
been 8rble to carry them. This was all very 
well, but when as a consequence of his declar
ation he announced that it was intended to 
proceed with the bill by way of resolutions, 
it soon became evident that the house would 
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hllR'e Done of them. These resolutions (there 
were thirteen of tl~em) were, so to speak, 
"ready cut and dried/' aud were of a cleverly 
mixed character. Some of them may be said 
to have been OL\'1008 political aiioms, or ac
cepted sta.temellts on the subject of the fran
chise and electoral qualifications; but otbers 
presented such changes as it was thought the 
11008e might be induced to endorse, or at all 
events to accept with certain modifications. 
Oue of them proposed ~o base the occupation 
frauchise in counties and boroughs on the 
principw of rating. Another declared in 
favour of a plurality of votes, to facilitate the 
settlement of the borough franchise; another 
that it was 1]ot expedient wholly to disfran
chise any exi,,1.ing borough, and another pro-
posed to leave it a.t the option of an elector to 
record his votes by means of polling papeI'B. 
The thirteenth resolution was to ask for a 
royal commission to consider and submit a 
8Chem~ for altering or detel'm.ining the boun
daries of parliamentary boroughs. 

The oppOsition to these resolutions was as 
prompt as the action of the government. 
While they were being read to the House of 
Commons a meeting of working-men's trades
unions was assembled at the Agricultural Hall, 
Islington, where 90,000 persons were present. 
To this meeting Mr. P. A. Taylor read the 
resolutions proposed to the house, and after 
some discussion counter resolutions were passed 
to the effeot that no improvement of the re
presentation of the people in parliament would 
be satisfactory which was not based on the 
principle of the people themselves beiug per
sonally represented, and that such direct and 
l-enl representAtion could ouly be effected by 
meaus of residential and registered manhood 
suffrage, protected ill its exercise by the ba.llot. 
There was no mistaking the decisive character 
of this oppc>sition, and Rltlong the numerous 
demollstrations which were being held those 
of the trades-unious were undoubtedly not 
the lea,;t important, either iu the uumbers of 
people which they represented or in the com
pletenMl of their organization. 

On the 21st of February a meeting of the 
8upportm:s of the ministry was held, and the 
details of the 1Deasure to be brought before 

the house were discussed. Lord Derby then 
declared that this would be the last time he 
woo.ld attempt to deal with the subject &f 
reform, and ,that nothing would induce him 
again to accept the onero';1S post he then 
occupied.. 

But the measure which was brought before 
the house four days later was Dot the measure 
tllat had been decided OD. It was another 
bill, said to h~ve been got up in a hurry after 
a meeting of the cabinet at which some of the 
members had unexpectedly refuseci., after.all, 
to lend tlleir support to the more comprehen
sive measure that had been submitted to the, 
previous meeting. Three of the ministers 
threatened resignation-the Earl of Carnar
von, colonial secretary; General Peel, 1VM' 

secreta,ryj and of course Viscount Cranborne. 
Then, it was stated, another measure had to 
be prepared, and as the meeting of the cabinet 
was held only just before the hour at which 
parliament was to assemble to hear the pro-
visioJls of the bill, there was no time to 
frame another measure. The abortive poo· 
pow introdnced to the house on the 25th of 
February was therefore BB.tirically Damed th& 
"ten minutes bill." 

The factsappear to have been (according Cio 

a statement afterwards made hy Lord Derhy 
in the Lords) that a part of the adroit pr0-

ceedings of the ministry consisted in the pre. 
paration of two bills, the most comprebensiv. 
of which was to have been submitted to the 
house if t~e house had consented to proceed on 
resolutions. This was the bill which was to 
have been presented even after the resolutions 
were abandoned, one objecting member of the 
cabinet (Lord Carnarvon) waiving his dissent; 
but at the last moment two other members, 
General Peel and Viscount Ctanborne, re

fused their assen~ and the government then 
detennined to bring before the .house a lees 
comprehensive measure which they seemed 
to have iD. reserve in case of opportunity or 
emergency-a measure which they did not 
themselves consider satisfactory, but which 
they hoped might for & time settle the qu .... 
tion. 

We need Dot detail the proposals of tIlia 
bill, which, when it was presented to the 
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house, met with such an unmistakable rejec
tion that it was withdrawn in almost as 
great a hUlTY .. that in which it was said to 
have been prepared. On the 18th of March 
the "real original" bill was introduced by the 
chancellor of the exchequer in a long address. 

The expected measure had already raised 
anticipatory dissatisfaction both in the govern

ment and the opposition. As we have seeD it 
had caused asplitin the ministry, and had been 

discusaed. and opposed and altered till every
body was wondering what would be its simili
tude either to the ~origiual proposition of ita 

.framers or to the measure which the Liberals 
had been obliged to ahaodon because of a pro
voking resolution by which they lost a ma

jority and had in consequence to resign office 
and to see most of their proposals and inten
tions appropriated. The question now was, 
how far would those proposals be altered or 
modified in accordance with professed Con
servative opiniolls1 

Mr. Disraeli afterwards said at the civic 
haoquet at Guildhall: "What is the Tory 
party if it does D.·ot represent national feeling. 

. . . The Tory party is nothing unless it re

present and uphold the institutions of the 
country. For what are the institutions of the 
country1 They are entirely, in theory, and I 
am glad to see tbey are likely to be in prac
tice, the embodiment of the national necessi
ties, and the only security for nati6ilal privi
leges. Well, then, I cannot help believing that 
because my Lord Derby and his colleagues 
have taken a happy opportunity to enlarge 
the privileges of the people of England we 
have not done anything but strengthen the in
stitutions of this country, the essence of whose 
force is that they represent the interests and 
guard the rights of the people," This was an 
after-dinnel' speech, and was of course cheered 
to the echo. It was ill effect a very bold and 
happy way of avoiding the recollection that 
Lord Derby and the Tories had remonEltrnted 
against parliamentary reform; that the pre
mier had only yielded with the utmOlt reluc
tance and prof .... d foreboding; th.t there 
had been divisiona and ~nation9 in the 
Conservative councils, and that the bill itself 
was, after all, very much a compromise. Still 

a Gnildha.llspeech is never to be criticised with 
cold exactitude, and the bill itself, as it was 
presented on the 18th of March, 1867, was 
listened to with anxious interest by a densely 
crowded house, though so many propositions 
had previously been submitted to membe1'8 
and to the country. It cannot be denied that 
the plan now proposed, when taken in connec
tion with the difficulties and prejudices with. 
which the authors of it had had to contend, 

, was wide and inclusive in its character. 
The franchise in boroughs was to be con

ferred on every man of full age, and not su~ 
ject to any legal incapacity, who for the whole 
of the preceding two years had been the in· 
habitant occupier, whether as owner or teuAnt, 
of any dwelling-house within the borough, a.l.ltl 
had during the time of his occupation of it 
been rated to all rates (if any) made for the 
relief of the poor in respect of these premises,. 
and had before the 20th of July paid all rare. 
due up to the preceding 5th day of January. 

The franchbJe in counties was to be con
ferred on every man of full age, and not sub
ject to any legal incapacity, who on the last 
day of July in any year, and during the pre
ceding twelve months, bad been the occupier 
as owner or,tenant of premises of any tenure 
within the county, of_ the ratable value of 
fifteen pounds or upwards, and bad duriug the 
time of his occupation been rated to all rates 
made for the relief of the poor, and had paid 
before tbe 20th of July all rates due by bim 
on that property since the preceding 5th of 
January . 

. In addition t.o the franchises thus made to 
depend 011 the ownership or occupation of pro
perty, it was also proposed that there sbould 
be an educational franchise, to be conferred 
on aU graduates or associates in arts of any 
university of the United Kingdom; on any 
male person who has passed at any senior 
m,iddle-class examination of any uuiversity of 
the "United Kingdom i all any ordain';.d priest 
or deacon of the Church of England, or min
ister of any other denomination; on barriste~ 
pleaders, attorneys, medical. men, and certifi
cated schoolmasters. 

A pecuniary frnnchise was also to belong to 
every man who OD the 1st of July in any year, 
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and dunng the two yean immediately pre
ceding, had had 8. balance of not less than 
fifty pounds deposited in a savings-bank or in 
the Bank of England, or in any parliamentary 
stocks or funds, or bad durillg_ the twelve 
months immediately preceding the 5th of 
April in any year been charged with and paid 
twenty shillings for assessed taxes and income
tax. Another clause of the bill, which was 
perhaps its most novel feature, provided tha,t 

a person registered as a voter for a borough 
by reason of his having been charged with 
and paid the requisite amount of assessed 
taxes Bud income-tax, or either of such taxes, 
should not by reason of being so registered lose 
any right to which he might be entitled (if 
otherwise duly qualified) to be registered as a 
voter for the same borough in respect of any 
franchise involving occupation of premises 
and payment of rates, and when registered in 
respect of such double qualification he should 
be entitled to give two votes for the member 
(or, if there were more than one, for each mem
ber) to be returned to serve in parliament for 

the borough. 
The provisions for the redistribution of seats 

were that Totness, Reigate, Great Yarmouth, 
and Lancaster should cease to return any mem
ber; that Honiton, Thetford, Wells, Evesham, 
Marlborough, Norwich, Richmond, Lyming
ton, Knaresborough, Andover, Leominster, 
Tewkesbury, Ludlow, Ripon, Huntingdon, 
Maldon, (.'ireneester, Bodmin, Great Marlow, 
Devizes, Hertford, Dorchester, and Lichfield, 
should henceforward only return one; that 
the Tower Hamlets should be divided into two 
boroughs, each returning two members; that 
the following counties, or divisions of counties, 

should be divided into two parts, each return
iug two members to parliament: South Devon, 
\Yest Kent, North Lancashire, South Lanca.
shire, Lincoln (parts of Lindsay), Middlesex, 
South Staffordshire, and East Surrey; that 

Torquay, Darlington, HartJepool, Gravesend, 
St. H"ns, Burnley, Staleybridge, Wednes
bury, Croydon, Middlesborougb, Dewsbury, 
and Bursley, and the University of London, 
should ..each return one member to parliament. 

The bill was based on the principle em
bodied in Lord Dun kellin's motion. Thus, in-

stead of drawing a. £5, £6, or £7 line to cut off 
what had been called the residuum, that is to 
say the class whose extreme poverty rendered 
them most liable to be bribed or improperly 

influenced, the government boldly adopted 
household suffrage, with the qualification of 
the payment of rates; thus excluding from 
the franchise compound householders, who did 
not pay their rates personally, and those whose 
rates, under various acts, were compounded 

for by their llU\dlords, and all lodgers. Mr. 
Disrseli calculated that his bill would admit 
237,000 additional voters, but would' leave 
486,000 still excluded from the borough fran· 
chise, and that the result of his whole plan 
wonld be that one quarter of the voting power 
would belong to the aristocracy, another quar· 

ter to the working-classes, and the remai.ning 
half to the middle classes. Such was his pro
posed "balance of political: power." 

When the question of the second reading 
wns brougbt forward Mr. Gladstone, who had 
conferred with a meeting of his parliamentary 
followers at his own house, consented against 
his own opinion, but in. deference to the views 
and wishes of a large portion of them, a.nd to 
avoid disunion in the Liberal camp, to allow 
that stage of the bill to pass without a divi
sion. But he expressed the strongest objec
tions to it, and enumerated the following 

features in it which he regarded as highly 
objectionable :-The omission of the lodger 
franchise; the omission of provisions against 
traffic in. votes of householders of the lowest 
class by corrupt payment of the rates; dis
qualifications of compound householders under 
the existing law; additional disqualifications 
of compouud householders under the proposed 
law; a franchise founded on direct taxation; 
the dual vote; the inadequate redistribution 
of seats; the inadequate reduction of the fran
chise in counties; the proposal to adopt voting- " 

papers; and the collateral or special franchises. 
Thedual vote,almost universally condemned, 

was withdrawn. After much discussion and" 
with considerable difficulty the bill \Vent into 
committee; and the formal clauses, containing 
the title and excluding from its operation 
Ireland, Scotland, and the two universities, 
were passed. 
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On the 5th of April about 140 members of the members who composed the meeting at 
the Liberal party met at' Mr. Gla:dstone's the tea-room still held together, and were 
house to determine on the course which, known as "the tea-room party," a majority of 
under the circumstances in which they were twenty-one defeated the firstof Mr. Gladstone's 
placed, should be adopted with regard to the resolutions. After this he could not hope to 
goverm;ueut hill. It was decided at this meet;. carry bis remaining resolutions; he thereofore 
ing that' Mr. Coleridge should propose the announced his inteDti~D8 in a letter to Mr. 
following resolution before the house went Crawford, one oil the members for the city, 
into committee on the reform bill :_lC That It who bad asked bim whether he intended to 
be an instruction to the committee that they persevere in mov~g the amendments of which 
have power to alter the law of rating j and to he had given notice. In reply to this ques-. 
provide that in eve1'Y parliamentary borollgh . tion Mr. Gladstone wrote:-" The country can 
the occupiers 'of tenements below a given rat- hardly now fail to be aware that those gent1e
a.ble value be relieved from liability to per- men of the Liberal party whose convictions 
sonal rating, with a view to fix a line for the allow them to act unitedly on the question 
borough franchise, at which all occupiers shall are not a. majol'ity, but a minority, in the 
be entered on the rate-book, and shall have existing Honse of Commons; and they have 
equal facilities for the enjoyment of such fran- not the power they were supposed to possess 
chme as a residential franchise." Much dis- of limiting or directing the action of the 00-
eussion took place with ~egard to this proposal, ministration, or shaping the provisions of the 
and some difference of opinion was expressed; reform bill. StiD, having regard to the BUP

bt1t it was understood to be decided that tile port which. my pl'oposal with respect to per
motion should be brought forward on the 8th sona! rating secured from so large a number 
of· April, the da.y on which the house was to I of Liberal members, I am not less willing than 
go into oommit~e on the bill However, on heretofore to remain at the service of the party 
that very evening a meeting, consisting of to which they belong; and when any suitable 
between forty and fifty members of the Liberal ! occasion shall arise, if it shall be their wish, 
party, was held in the tea-room of the House I shall be prepa.red again to attempt concerted 
of Commons. At this meeting it was agreed action upon this or any other subject for the 
that the persons composing it should unite for public good. But until theu, desirous to avoid 
the purpose of limiting the instructions to be misleading the country and our friends, I feel 
proposed by Mr. Coleridge to-the lirst alause that prudence requires me to withdraw from 
of his resolution, whieh applied to the law of my attempts to assume the initiative in amend
rating. They then appointed a deput.'l.tion to ing a measure which cannot, perha.ps, be effec
Mr. Gladstone to convey to him the feeling of tually amended except by & reversal, formal 
the meeting, and to assure him that the mem- or virtual, ot the vote of Frida.y the 11 thj for 
bers composing it would continue to give him StIch attempts, if made by me, would, I believe, 
a loyal support in committee. Mr. Gladstone, at the present critical moment, not be the moat 
finding that by the defection of 80 many of likely means of ~vancing their own purpose. 
his supporters he was almost· certain to incur Accordingly I shall not proceed with the 
& defeat, yielded to their demands, and the amendments now on the paper in my name, 

. resolution was altered accordingly. Mr. Dis.. nor give notice of other amendmeutB such as 
rseli accepted the altered resolution, and the I had contemplated; but I shall gladly ru:com-
-house then went into committee on the bill. pany others in voting against any attempt, 
Thel'euponMr.Gladstonegavenoticeofseveral from whatever quarter, to limit yet4artber 
important amendments, which Mr .. Dismeli the scanty modicum of enfranchisement pro
declared to be the relinquished instructions in posed by the government, or in ilDproving, 
another form, and distinctly announced that where it may be practicable, the provisions of 
if they should be carried, the government the bill." 
would not proceed with the bill. .As most of The discUS8ioD of Mr. Gladstone's fint re-
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soIuj;ion showe~ 'that & very great eonfu!!ion 
of opinion existed in the ranks both of the 
ministeriaiists and of thl!ir opponents; for 
while Sir William Heathcote, Lord Cran
borne, and Mr. Beresford Ho~ all stancil 
Conservatives, strongly assailed the govem
ment, the measure was supported by Mr. Roe-
buck and several advanced Radicals, who 
hoped, and as the result showed, not without 
reasOD, that they would be able to transform 
it into such a measure as they desired. The 
tea..-room party were, in fact, able to take ad
vantage of the discussions, and the evidently 
yielding tendency of the government, to ob
tain concessions practically identical with 
household suffrage in boroughs. 

On the 17th of May Mr. Hodgki~ODI 
member for Newark, proposed to add to the 
..third cla.use of the bill the following words, 
which would have the effect of abolishing the 
system of compounding for rates in parlia. 
mentary boroughs :.....:." That no person other 
than the occupier shall be rated to parochial 
ra,t(>s in respect of premises occupied by him 
within the limite of a parliamentary borough, 
all acta to the contrary notwithstanding/' The 
system which this motion was designed to de~ 
stroy bad all along been regarded and repre
sented as oue of the great Conserva.tive safe
gua.rds of the bill. The government,as was well 
known, had secured a majority. Mr. Gladstone, 
aware of this, came into the house expecting, 
as a matter of course, that the motion would 
be rejected; Mr. Disraeli's own colleagues 
entertained the same expectation; when) to 
the astonishment probably of everyone 
present, Mr. Disraeli, acting entirely on his 
own responsibility, accepted the amendment 
-which had the effect of nearly quadrupling 
the number of electors on whom the franchise 
would be conferred-and afterwards peNuad~ 
ed his colleflgues that the adoption of this 
proposition was an impro.veruent of the mea
SUl·e. When the committee again met, Mr. 
Ayrtllll moved a resolution reducing the period 
of residence required for the franchise from 
two years to Olle. The motion was resisted 
by the government, but on a division was 
CArried by 270 to 197. Mr. Disraeli at orace 
announced that he could Dot proceed with the 

bill wit'hout consultation with his colleagues; 
and another ministerial crisis seemed to be 
impending; but on the following night be 
announced that the government had decided 
to bow to the decision. of the hou.se and per
severe with their measure. 

Meanwhile the bill went steadily forwaJ.·d, 
the Liberalleadel"B now hoping to make it all 
that they had desired, and the government, 
conceding a teu-pound lodger franchise, aban
doning the fancy franchises, reducing the 
county qualification from £15 to £10, raising 
the standard of semi-disfranchisement frolU 
7000 to 10,000, and consequently the number 
of boroughs condemned to lose one of their 
~presenta.tives to forty-six. They proposed 
to distribute the seata thus placed at their 
disposal in the following ~anner: two to 

,Hackney, two to Chelsea with Kensington; 
one each to twelve boroughs which up to this 
time had no~ been represented. Additional 
members were to sit for each of the following 
counties or county divisions-West Kent, 
North Lancashire, and East Sun'ey; to divide 
South wcashire into two, and Lincolusbire~ 
Derbyshire, Devonshire, Somel'setshire, the 
West Riding of Y ol'kshire, Cheshire, Norfolk, 
Staffordshire, and Essex, into three electoral 
districts, each of them to be represented by 
two members. It was also proposed that the 
Universities of ~ndon and Durham should 
be combined for the purpose of returning a 
joint representative, instead of the membe't 
being given to London University aloue, as 
had oliginally been intended. 

liT. Disraeli, however, did not succeed in tIle 
a.ttempt to amalgamate the High Chnrch Uni
versityof Durham with the somewha.t Liberal 
and freethinking University of London. After, 
two divisions, in ODe of which the word 
"university 11 was substituted for U universi_ 
ties," and in the other the motion to add the 
word Ie Durham n was rejected, t·he proposal 
made for "extending to the counties tbesystem 
of voting by papers, which had already been 
adopted for the universities, was also rejected~ 

It W8.s evident that the new ministry, in 
spite of the previous declarations, was pre
pared, or had been persuaded, to recede from' 
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almost HOY propositions founded on those de
clarations, should their persistence threaten to 
prevent the measure from passing. Mr. Hol'lJ
fall's proposal for giving & third member each 

to Manchester, Liverpool, and Birmingham. 
was at first strongly opposed by the govern
ment, but was at length conceded by Mr. 
Disraeli, who also added Leeds to the list of 
towns which were thus to ha.ve increased re
presentation. 

So often Lad the chancellor of the exche
quer, representing the ministry, protested, 
hinted at a possible resignation, taken time to 
consider the position of the government, and 
yielded, that these proceedings had almost be
come formal observances when amendments 
were persisted in by the opposition. At the 
beginning of the session, when the bill was 
disclosed in which it was proposed to proceed 
by reROlutionB, Mr. Lowe had said a simple 
bill was wanted which would bring the ques
tion to an issue. He was ashamed to hear, 
addressed to him as a. 658th part of the house, 
such language as this: "If the house will deign 
to take us into its council, if it will co-operate 
with us in this matter, we shall receive with 
cordiality, with deference, nay, even with gra
titude, any suggestion it likes' to offer. Say 
W~lI\t you like to us, only for God's sake leave 
us our places!" 

It seemed as though Mr. Disraeli had re
tained the principle on which he had pro
posed proceeding by resolutions,-that he was 
determined to pass a reform bill which should 
be composed of resolutions from both sides of 
the house, and to make those compromises 
which would enable the ministry to maintain 
ita f~oting. 

Nor had he concealed this intentionj for in 
the discussion on the second reading of the 
bill he had said: II All I can say aD the part of 
my colleagues aud myself is, that we have no 
other wish at the present moment tlUl~, with 
the co.operation of the house, to bring. the 
quet;tion of parliamentary reform to a settle
ment. I know the parliamentary incredulity 
with which mnny may receive avowals on our 
part. that we are only induenced in the course 
we are tnking bi a sense·of dutYi but I do 
assure the house, if they need BUch assurances 

after what we have gone through, after the 
sacrifices we ha.ve made, after. having sur
rendered. our political connections with men 
whom we more than respected, I can assure 
them that we have no other principle that 
anima.tes us but a conviction tha.t we ought 
not to desert our posts until this question has 
been settled. . . • We are prepared, as I 
think I htlve shown, to act in all sincerity in 
tills ma.tter. Act with us, cordially a.nd can
didly, and assist us to carry out-as we are 
prepared to do, as far as we can act in accord
ance with the principles which we have not 
concealed from you-this measure, which we 
hope will lead to a settlement of the question 
consistent with the maintenance of the repre
sentative character of this house. Act with 
us, I say, cordially and candidly; you will find 
on our side complete reciprocity of feeling. 
Pass the bill, and then change tHe ministry if 
you like." 

There could have been very little doubt of 
the difficulties which had been experienced, or 
of the surrenders that had been made by the 
time tbat tbe bill bad passed. The chan
cellor of the exchequer was believed to have 
controlled the ministry. Mr. Gladstone had 
not long before been charged with coercion 
towaJ.'ds his eolleagues, and it was insinuated 
that he ruled his party. It was now Mr. 

. Disraeli's turn. to be assailed on the same 
ground. 

" I say if we wish to make progress with this 
bill," said Mr. Bernal Osborne, "let us have 
no law. Let us rely on the chancellor of the 
exchequer. I say this without any innuendo 
respecting bis sincerity. i always thought the 
cbancellorof the exchequer the greatest Radical 
in this house. He bas achieved what no other 
man ill the country could have done. As I 
have said before, he has lugged up that great 
omnibus full of stupid, heavy country gentle
men-I only say' stupid' in the parliamentary 
sense. It is a. perfectly parliamentary word. 
He has converted these Conservatives. into 
Radical reformers. In fact the chancellor of 
the exchequer is the ministry by himself, for 
it could not exist a d.a.y without him, and all 
the rest who sit near him are most respectable 
pawns on the board, their opinion being nO,t 
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worth a. pin; when- I hea.r the chancellor of the 

exchequer say a thing I know it shall and will 
be so." 

The invectives of Mr. Lowe nnd of Lord 
Cranborne were repeated with interest at the 
third reading of the hill. The iatter, who had 
resigned his position as secretary for India., in 
which he had displayed both IISSiduity and 
ability, was rendered more antagonistic still 
by the last concessions made by Mr. Disraeli. 
" If you bOITOW your political ethics from the 
ethics of the political adventurer," he said, 
U you may depend upon it, the whole of your 
representative institutions will crumble be
neath your feet. . • . I entreat honourable 
gentlemen opposite not to believe that my 
feelings on this subject are dictated simply 
by my bostility to this measure, though I 
object to it most strongly,asthe bouse is aware. 
But even if I took a co~tra.ry view, if I deemed 
it to be most advantageous, I still should' 
deeply regret to find that the House of Com
mons had applauded a policy of legerdemain." 
He desired, he said, to protest in the most 
earnest language he was capable of using, 
against the political morality on which the 
manC2uvresof that year had been based. Above 
all h. regretted tbat this great gift to the 
people, if gift it was thought to be, should 
have been purchased at the cost of a political 
betrayal which had DO parnllel in parliamen
tary annals, which struck at the root of all 
that mutual confidence which was the very 
soul of party government, and on which only 
the strength and freedom of our representative 
institutions could be maintained. Mr. Disraeli 
replied at length, and' with no small exercise 
of his remarkable power of retort, both to Mr. 
Lowe and to Lord Cranborne, whose prog
nosticationlJ of evil he said he could treat with 
I'aspect because they were sincere. At another 
opportunity, however, he took occasion to ad
minister a. stinging reply to Lord Cranhorne 
for his personal attacks. One is led to BUP

pose that it could only have been because he be
lieved more in the sincerity of Lord Crnnborlle's 
political convictions than in that of his declar
ations that Mr. Disraeli, when he had become 
Ea.rl of Beaconsfield, gave office to Lord Cran
horne, who had become Marquis of Salisbury. 

When tIle bill was taken to the Honse of 
Lan.ls there was some disposition to discuss it 
fully, aud to alllend it pretty freely. Lord 
Derby was suffering severely from illness, and 
though he compelled himself to attend as much 
as possible to public business, he could not be 
present in the house at the time of the first 
discussions, and was obliged to leltve the direc
tion of the matter to ~Lord Malmesbury. Two 
important amendments were canied by Lord 
Cairns, who had been raised to tile peerage 
five months before; one of these was to raise 
the qualification for the lodger franchise from 
£10 to £15, and the other to declare, that in 
auy contested election in which three mem
bers were to be chosen, no elector should vote 
for more than two. This method of restrict
ing the vote Lad been ah'eady well sup
ported in the House of Commons, and went as 
near as was deemed practicable to secure the 
U representation of minorities" which had been 
much talked about. But Lord Derby could 
not leave the measure to the danger, either of 
being still more extended, or of being saddled 
with amendments tha.t would provoke a serious 
conflict with the lower house. III and worn 
with pain, his arm-in asiing, his face pale,and 
bearing the marks of suffering, he went down 
to hiB place in the bouse,aud effected a reversal 
of the amendment on the lodger franchise. 
Re also with much difficulty defeated some .. 
proposals from the other side. Before the bill 
passed Earl Russell severely censured some of 
Lord Derby's former intimations that it had 
been introduced for the sake of preserving the 
Conservative ministry. It was not very likely 
tbat Earl Russell could regard with perfect 
equanimity the spectacle of the appropriation 
by his opponents of the credit of a reform bill 
founded mostly on principles which they had 
denounced when he had himself endeavonred 
to introduce them; but he display:ed little or 
no temper on that score. A measnre which 
in its main points w'as really that for which 
he should have had credit, had been taken 
from bim, and exploited by those who had 
been 'foremost in preventing him from carry
ing out those schemes of reform with which 
he may be said to have begun his political 
career. He was neither violent in his denun· 
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CiatiODS nor vindictive in his critidsms, how
ever. He thought the bill ought to be passed, 
and he said s.o, for he believed it would settle 
the q nestioD for a considerable time, and in 
tbis he WII8 right. He was of opinion that the 
extension of the franchise would increase 
'6ribery, corruption, and treating, and till the 

mode of voting came to be altered he WI\8 . 

perha.ps not far \vrong, especially as he qnali
tied that opinion by liA,ying that he did not 
believe much mischief would eDsue, because 
vital points depended on the temper of the 
people. He did Dot think the scheme of dis
tribution went far enough. In fact we have 
it on Earl RusseU's OWll authority that though 
he assented to the necessity for passing the 
bill, he, like Lord Derby, regarded it 88 alea.p 
in the dark; for he held that the right of voting 
for a representative body can only be founded
on one of two principles: one being the Radical 
principle that every-adult male who is sub
ject to the la.ws of a country should ha.ve a 
sha.Te in electing its representatives; _the other 
being the Whig principle that the penons eu
dowed with the rig~t of voting for the mem
bers of the House of Commons, by whom the 
whole state of the country is guided and 
directed, ought to be persons qualified by pro
perty and education for the qischarge of 80 

important a trust. Lord Derby's reform bill, 
he believed, answered neither of these descrip
tions. It di~ not comply with the Radical 
requirement,as hundreds of thouSRllds of adult 
males were not admitted to the franchise. It 
did not comply with tbe Whig test, as many· 
thousands of rated householders were in a state 
of ignorance and dependence. 

It was the latter considel'ation which was 
made prominent by Mr. Lowe in his final 
onslaught upon the passing of the bill in the 
House of COlUmons, where-comparing Mr. 
Bright to Don Giovanni when ,he invited the 
commR.Dd.atore to supper because he thought 
he, could not come,-he said, "he invited 
household Bufl'l1lge,-and it has come: you can 
uever stop when once you set the ball rolling. 
. . . I believe it will be absolutely neces
sary to ~ompel our future masters to learn 
their letters. It .will not be unworthy of a. 
Conservative government, at any rate, to do 

what can be done in that direction. I was 
opposed to centralization. I am ready to 

ac~pt centralization. I was opposed to an 
education rd.te. I am now ready to accept it. 
This question is, DO longer a religious qUe&-. 

tion: it is a political one. From the moment 
that you intnlst the masses with power their 
educatiou becomes an absolut.e necessity; and 
I believe that the existing system is one 
which is much superior to the muchMvaunted 
Continental system. But we shall have to 
destroy it: it is not quality but quantity that 
we shall require. You have placed the gov
ernment in the hands of the masses, and Y011 

must therefore give them education. Yoo 
must take education up, the very first ques
tion, an~ you must press it on without delay 
for the peace of the country." These words 
were significant, and are still significant, now 
that a puWic education act has been for some 
years in opemtion. We need not, however, 
conclude, in the words of Mr. Lowe, U Oh 
that a man would rise in order that he might 
set forth in words that could not die the 
shame, the rage, the scorn, the indiglmtion, 
and the desp&ir with which the measure is 
viewed by every Englishman who is not a 
slave to the trammels of party, or who is Dot 
dazzled by the glare of a temporary and ignoble 
success!" 

The fact was that there were a. great many 
thousands of Englishmen who were exceed
ingly glad that this reformed reform bill had 
passed. When it went back from the Lords 
it was to a. House of Commons again crowded 
in every part. The Lords' amendments were 
quickly dealt with, and only on four of them 
was there much debating. The clause gi ring 

'votes to copybolde1'8 of £!j annua.! value, 
struck out by the Lords, was restored. The 
proposal that in constituencies sending three 
members to parlia.ment electors should bave 
only two votes was endorsed by the House of 
Commons, and 80 was that restricting the 
number of vota of each elector in the city of 
London to three. Lord Cra.nborne's revival 
of the proposal for the adoption of voting~ 
papers was rejected. 

Thus confirmed or amended the bill became 
law. It had been the chief work of the Be88iOB; 
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and on the whole the country had reason to be 
satisfied with it, for it went as fur as any mea
sure could, which would have been likely to 
find acceptance with both the-larger parties in 
parliament. ... , 

With the passing of the Reform Bill both 
Earl Derby and Earl Russell may be said to 
have disappeared from the working world of 
politics in parliament. Earl Derby resigned 
his position as head of the CODservative party 
toMr. Disraeli, whom February, 1868,achieved 
the height of that ambition which he bad so 
ma.uy yeal'S before dared to express to Lord 
Melbourne, and became prime minister. In 
October, 1869, the earl who hed so oft.n led 
the great Conservative party, the I{ Rupert of 
Debate," who had so charged and scattered. the 
forces of the opposition, died in his seventy
first year, leaving an. unsullied name, a great 
reputation, and no 'Successor in that line 
of parliamentary chieftainship, which may 
be said to have ceased when he no longer 
wielded the weapons of debate. 

Earl Russell, in retiring from the leadership, 
left Mr. Gladstone to take his place, and did 
80, not only because he felt that he would him
self soon ·be physically unequal to a much 
longer continuance of the labour imposed on 
him, but because be foresaw that a question 
was likeJy soon to arise which required not 
only uDusua.lstrength but a. remarkable com
bination of powers to enable any statesman 
to grapple with it-the question of the Estab
lished Church in Ireland. . 

We must return for a moment to the early 
part of 186G, for the purpose of noting the 
effects of the financial disturba.nce in com
mercial circl~ with which the year had com
~meDced. For some time there had been a 

growing tendency among large speculative 
firms to continue their operations by means 
of what may be described as fictitious capital 
-capital, tlmt is to say, derived from advances 
made by the great 41 discount-houses" on ac

cepta.uce& To meet these the profits on future 
transactions were forestalled, the security fre
quently being goods which wet'e in bond in 
the dock warebollSeB, or which were yet to 
arrive, and to heeold before they co\lld he paid 
for; the profit!! on the sale going to make up 

the payments of previous liabilities. Not only 
the regular "diScount" or financial houses, 
but many of the private and some of the joint
stock banks, had for some time before, beeu 
lAunching iuto this business of c~ accommoda
tion", and when the commercial prosperity of 
the country met with a temporary check, and 
certain industries began to be seriously affected 
by strikes and the operations of trades-unions, 
which drove some branches of trade to foreign 
manufaetories, there enme a crash which show
ed on what &. rotten foundation many laloge 
enterprises had been erected, and:. included 
in the scene of ruin and disaster several 
genuine and reputable undertakings. 

It was on Friday, the 11th of May, long 
afterwarosknownin thecity,-and still rernem .. 

bered,-as "Black Friday /' that the collapse of 
the great discount compauy of Overend, Gur
ney & Co. (Limited), which had taken place on 
the previous day, carried consternation to its 
fuI1.heat pitch. 

It was not till about half-past three o'clock 
on the Thursday afternoon that the secretary 
of the company announced tha.t they were 

obliged to suspend payment. The lia.bilities 
were stated to amount to the enormous sum 
of £11,000,000, and at the time of the sus
pension the engagements of the' company 

amounted to £19,000,000, and traders And 
speculators depended on its resources for a 
correspoudwg supply of "accommodation/' 
Overend, Gurney & Co. had been a private 
firm uutil the previous year, and was regarded 
with the utmost coufideuC8) since it was be
lieved, on pretty good authority, that it was 
supported by some of the wealthiest and safest 

of the Quaker capitalists. But in 1865 this 
n house" had been converted into a joint-stock 
limited liability company, of which the capi
tal was set down at £5,000,000 in 100,000 

shares of £50 each, the paid-up capital being 

£1,500,000. .As the profits of the concern, 
when it was a private firm, were said to have 
been £250,000 a year, it was supposed to be a 
safe speculation, and at one time the shares 
had reached 10 per cent. premium. The bauk

mptcy of one large firm of contractol'S and 
the failure and frauds of another, shook the 
position of the company, and as it was re-
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ported that it was doing uusiness beyond its 
nominal capital, the shares went down to 3, 
4!, and unruly 9l discount on the day that it 
closed its doors. On that afternoon there 
was tremendous excitement in the city. Lom~ 
"bard Street and ita approaches ~ere fined by a 
crowd, through which applicants broke their 
way to find the house shut up. Cabs drove 
up in haste for their occupants to discover 
that the rUmODI' of ruin was only too likely 
to be fulfilled. 11 was at urst thought that 
the Bank of England would come to the rescue 
by advancing money on remaining securities; 
but, after conferring with the heads of other 
large banking establishments, and examining 
the books, it was found that no sneh RSSistance 
as could be given would be effectual to remedy 
the disaster. 

On the Friday the panic was general and 
unreasonable. A few people who could afford 
to speculate, and kept cool heads, doubt
less made remarkable bargains, for in some 
instances shares in banks and finance com
panies were offered for nothing. Holders of 
securities and brokers who acted for investors 
in such speculations hastened to get rid of 
them at almost any price, or to close all specu
lative engagements even at a cODsiqerable loss. 
The bank rate was raised from 8 to 9 per cent., 
and for special advances to 10 per cent. Only 
on bills of the most undoubted security could 
accommodation be obtained, and even at the 
high rate of discount the applications were so 
numerous that it was difficult to do business. 
The banking-houses were crammed with flush
ed and enger crowds. A concoul'$8 of people 
filled Lorn bard Street for hours, and at the 
closed doors of somB of the large financial 
bouses, stood men, moody or uncertain, waiting 
as though in the forlorn hope that some bettel' 
intelligence might be forthcoming. It was a 
dreadful day •. As though a financial earth
quake devastated London ruin seemed to fol
low ruin. The English Joint Stock Bank failed 
for £800,000, and tht:'D the message ClLme 
stmight from the Stock Exchange that the 
great oontrncto1'8 Peto and Betts had gone for 
£4.000jOOO, and Shrimptops the railway con
tractors for £200,000. Tile Imperial Mer
cantileCredit Association and the Consolidated 

Discount Company followed, and towards the 
end of the day the Agrs and M .. termans' 
Bank was reported to be shaky, the shares 
which had ~en at 33 premium in January 
having fallen to 1 discount. Eventually the 
Agra Bank, with which Mastermana' was as
sociated, stopped payment, although during 
the crisis of these few days it paid £3,000,000 
over the counter. This was one of the cruel 
results of that scandalons misrepresentation 
which so often accompanies a financial panic. 
The failurt:' had been caused by, a run on the 
branches of the bank in India, in consequence 
of false telegrams having been sent to say that 
the London bank had stopped payment. 

Of coul'se these terrible calamities affected 

numbers of persons and whole families who 
were reduced from a position of comparative 
afHuence to poverty, and the successive failnres 
disclosed how dangerously speculative was the 
manner in which many large and important 
enterprises were condncted. Undertakings so 
reckless that they could scarcely be dissociated 
from fraud, fell like houses of cards, and car
ried ruin to hundreds who had neglected 
to .inquire into, or had no opportnnity of 
examining their pretensions. To individuals 
the disasters of these few days in 1866 were 
sad indeed j bot happily the community, that 
is to say the whole naQon, was moderately 
prosperous j the financial condition of the' 
country was sound, nor was the entire balance 
of trade long or seriously disturbed. At 
midnight on that" black Friday" Mr. Glad· 
stone, after long and serious interviews with 
bank directors and representatives of great 
commercial projects, announced to the House 
of Commons that the government had deter· 
mined to authorize the suspension of the Bank 
Cbarter ·Act. For the purpose of affording 
relief the Bank of England had extended its 
loan Rnd discounts to above .£4,000,000, leaving 
a reserve of only about £3,000,000. 

We have already touched upon the war be
tween Prnssia and Austria, which followed 
the disputes raised in consequence of the 0c

cupation of Schleswig-Holstein,and a complete 
account of it would Dot Decessarily belong to 
th.se pages, though the result has been of the 
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utmost importance in European politics. The 
old rivalry came to & definite struggle, brought 
about, as it appea1'ed at the time, by the policy 
of Count Bismarck, who was bent on the ag
grandizement of Prussia.. Thl seizure of the 
duchies WM effected by the two powers, ,be~ 
cause neither could afford to yield to the otbtlr 
the forward place as the -representative of 
Germany. When they entered au possession 
disputes became inevitable. Austria. could not 
annex any portion of the conquered territory, 
and it became" question how to prevent the 
Prussian minister from taking ad vantage of 
the situation. The dispute had been tem
porarily suspended in 1865, when King Wil
liam met the Emperor Francis Joseph at 
Gastein. William was not then ready to com
mit himself to a high-banded policy against 
Austria, and an arrangement was made for 
Prussia to take the provincial administration 
of Holstein, and Austria. that of Schleswig. 
It was almost impossible that the policy of 
the two governments would agrep., and Austria. 
proposed a settlement by the arbitration of 
the Diet. PrusSia had little l-egard for the Diet 
or its decisions, and Bismarck had perhaps 
foreseen the opportunity for a. rupture. 
Whether he did so or not, it was expedited 
by the rather ostentatious preparations made 
by Austria. for increasing armaments. When 
fighting is looked upon as a near and a not 
very detestable probability, pretex.ts will not 
long be wanting. Prussia. made the prepara
tions all the part of Austria. a reason for de
manding of the minor German states that they 
should determine on which side they would 
range themseh·es. A ustria, it Wl:lS alleged, 
had broken the treaty of Gastein, and it was 
urgent for Prussia to know on whom to rely 
for assista.nce in case of being attacked or 
forced into war by unmistakable menaces. 
Au alliance was entered iuto between Prussia 
and Italy, both to declare war on Austria at 
the snme time should Prussia determine to do 

, so, and, to continue it till Venetia should be 
restored to lta1y, and the Prussians be in legal 
possession of the Elbe Duchies. 

Austria called upon Prussia to disarm, and 
the reply was that she would do so ,,'hen Aus
tria set the example, and that Austria's pro-

posals for disarmament were nullified by the 
preparations a..:,crainst Italy. War became im
minent, and it was soon useless to disguise the 
fnct. The armies were placed upon a. war foot
iog. Saxony made preparations which were 
denounced by Prussia, and supported by the 
Frankfort. Diet, who determined to ask specific 
assurances from the Pl'usaian government.. 
Invitations for a conference sent by England, 
France, and Russia to Austria, Prussia, Italy, 
and the Diet were unavailing, Austria. de
manding as a pl'evious stipulation that no 
territorial addition should b~ made' to any of 
the contending states; and informing tbe Diet 
that no amiCl~ble arrangement could be come 
to with Prussia with respect to the'Du<!hies. 
On the 12th of June, 1866, diplomatic rela.tions 

. ceased; Pru!:iSia. declared war, and on the 15th 
Pl'Ussian armies were in Saxony and Hanover. 

It was at first believed that the Prussian 
troops would be disaffected, or that the people 
would be half·hearted because of the dictator
ship which had been exercised by Bismarck, 
and the suppression of popular representation. 
It was also assumed that the levies which had 
been taken into the Prussiau army were DO 

match for the trained soldiers of Austria, and 
that -their generals were far inferior to those 
of the Southern forces under Benedek. Never 
were grea.ter mistakes indulged in. The Prus
sia.ns were apparently willing to condone past 
political tyranny for immediate military suc
cess, and the elevation of Prussia to the domi
nant position in Germany. The North German 
troops had ~een drilled, trained, and carefully 
exercised; and not only was that large army 
excellent in physique, but it was admirably 
equipped and armed with the breech-louding 
rifle, which had not at that time been regularly 
adopted by any other troops in Europe. As 
to generals, Bismarck had made prompt ,ar

rangements, ~d General Von Moltke had al
ready settled the order of the campaign, as an 
accomplished chess·player might solve a pro
blema.tic game &eo-aiust an antagonist with 
whose method he is well acquainted. Prince 
Frederick Charles and the Prince of Prussia 
were ready to lead t~ir troops. It was im
portant to obtain the first move. When the 
Diet, on the motion of Austria, voted the m~ 
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bilization of the army, with a view to Federal 
execution in Holstein,thePrussian government 
announced that the German confederation 
.was dissolved, and immediately declared war. 
But its troops had already entered Hanover, 
Hesse-Cassel, and Hesse-Darmstadt, and three 
columlls were ad vancing by different routes 
into Saxony. The Ha.noveriaus, nfter a short 
defence, slirreodered; Dresden was occupied, 
Schleswig, Holstein, and all Western Ger. 
many north of the Main, were taken with but 
little opposition. The Saxon forces retired be
fore the larger invading army to join the.Aus
trians in Bohemia, iowards which Prince 
Frederick Charles advanced through Saxony, 
and by the Bohemian passes; the Prince- of 
Prussia. moving in a parallel line through 
Silesia. The anangements for tht! two armies 
acting in concert were complete. They com
municated by telegraph. The best of the 
Austrian troops, the German soldiers, were, 
it was said, in Venetia; the Italian and the 
Hungarian regiments in Bohemia were dis
affected. In successive engagements the Prus

sians were victorious. Not only did they out
number their opponents, but the rapidity and 
precision of their fire from the'cr needle-guDst 
and the tmining and regularity of the tl'oops 
gtlye them a manifest advantage. At Nachod 

large battl.. that had been fought in for
mer years. . At Wagram the proportion was 

one-eighth, at Leipsic one-fifth; at Belle Al
liance one-third, the- same as at Borodino; 
while at the battle of Pittsburgh in the Ame
rican war the loss was represented as a fourth. 

The victory of Prussia at Sadowa, gave her 
predominance iu GermllDY. She annexed Han. 
over. Hes. . .'~e·Cassel, N3B&'l.u, a.nd Hease-Darm
stadt, and the army and foreign represeuta
tion in the other northel'D states were trans
ferred to her management, while the southem 
governmen.ts were quickly obliged by pressure 

from their subjects to apply for consideration. 

and for admission to tbtnew confederacy. We 
have already seen t11at by .he cession of Vene
tia Ita1ia.n freedom from Austrian rule' was also 
completed. 

It may be mentioned that in the Austro
Pruasian war the ability and energy of the 
war correspondents of English newspapers 
became conspicuous. The news of the cam

paign, together with maps and plans. as sup
plied by the representatives of the London 
press, kept tlle Ellglish public almost as well 
informed of the progress of the war as though 
they had received intelligence direct from 
Von Moltke himself. 

the Prussians of Steinmitz's corps were near The gloom JUld foreboding which. over
meeting with a seriouB revene i but they re- shadowed the oommercial outlook of 1866 
covered in time to defeat the Austrian Geueral continued to the eud of the following year. 
Ramming, who brought into actioD 29 bat- Some of the great railway companies became 
Wions, 16 squadrons, and 100 gUDS, agaiust embarrassed ·by serious difficulties, and the 
22 battalions of Prussians, and lost 6000 men conditions which then affected the Brighton, 

dead and wounded, beside 2500 prisoners, the .North British, the Grea.t Eastern, the 
three standards, and six g~ms; the Prussian loes Great Western, and still more obviously the 
being 59 office1'8 and 1132 privates killed and LondoD, Chatham, and Dover lines, for a time 
wounded. affected the credit even of the more pl'OtJper-

The final great battle of Badowa or Kfulig- ollS eompanies. But even the companies most 

~o "au took place on the 3d of J~ly, and at this deeply involved were able gmdually to re-

1tke and the king were present. The car- trieve their position by an increase of traffic 
n.ge· d ... 
d d 

was readful, the Prusslans losmg m which represented the growth of their lcgiti-
en an . . 

8794 meld wounded, or ml&SUlg, 359 officers and mate business, and by a.bandoning some of the 

A t
· l\or one twenty-t.hird of their forc,e; projected branches and extensions which wouM 

us rllLUS • • 

I f tl
147 officers and 30.224 men, or one- have diminished their ah'eady lDsufficlent 

seveut I 0 1".. '. .• . 
.d I ':.,lr force ellgRgedj ortaklDg both resources. With b8.Dks and Jomt-stock finan-

Bl ea, one -e ev,,\ 
k'Ued diaableJinth of the total force were I cial enterprises the results were different, 

1 • orb \ This was n. much less pro- BOrne of the former especially, having Ninonsly 
portIon, owever, 

. han tllat of most of the speculated in accommodation bills. The most 
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threatening of the conditions affecting national 

prosperity, however. was the action of some of 
the trades- unions, not only in organizing 
strikes and itlducing' workmen to refuse to 
work except during houl's, anrt at a rate of 
wages, arbitrarily settled for them by tbeir 
alleged representatives, and thus in many in
stances compelling large firms to clOse their 
works, or to reduce their production, because 
of their inability to compete ,,·ith foreign 
riva.1s; hut also in fostering a system of terror

ism, for the. purpose of preventing workmeo 
from acting independently or accepting em
ployment without the permission of "dele
gates'" and U executives," who were ready to 
commit outrages upon the life and property 
of anyone refusing to acknowledge tbeauthor. 
ity of the society. 

It was of course asserted that such outrages, 
of which delibel'8te attempts to maim or to 
murder formed a part, were not CQuntenanced 
by the majority of the trades baving unione 

for the regulation of wages and labour; but 
such particulars as bad been made knovm 
caused widely spread uneasiDess and no little 
indignation both among the community in 
general, and the reasonable members of trades 

aasociations. We have already seen how 
large a part these societies took in the re
form demonstrations, though it is to be noted 
thai; the politiea.l ardour of many of the 
members composing them was of a rather 
fickle and unenduring kind. On the occa
sion of a great London trades demonstration, 
those attending which were to parade at 
Whitehall and march to Chil!wick, the num
bers of workmen, which 'everybody had been 
a.:mred would be 200,000, did not exceed 
30,000. The weather was inclement, and it 
requires a robust political enthusill8m to march 
along with a procession, or to take a tramp of 
five or six miles through the rain and damp 
for tbe purpose of demonstrating. At Beau
fort HOUBe, which was tlle destination of the 
men who had been called together by notices 
sent MOrne days before, only a portion of the 
assembly remained to hear the speeches of 
Mr. Beales aDd others. Some did not arrive 
till the meeting had begun. It was there that 
Leicester the gl8IB-- blower made hit famous 

oration, ill which he spoke of Mr. Beales as one 
of the martyrs of the contest, and said the 

question was, Would they suffer these little
minded, deceitful, hump-backed, one-eyt>d 
scoundrels who sat iu the House of Commons, 
to )"ob and defraud them auy longer of their 
rights; and -were those who had squandered 
the people's earnings like water, to continue 

to do sol 
Mr. Leicester seems to have travestied Mr. 

Gladstone's quotation about cm'wn crooked 
little men. He went on to ask, What had Lord 
Derby dODe1 IUld replied by saying, he had 
translated Homer, but he could not make one 

of the beautiful specimens of glass-work which 
bad been calTied in procession that day; and 
that there was not a stocking-weaver in Lei
cester, or a clodhopper in the kingdom, ren~ 
deriug service to the state, who was not quite 
as useful .. Lord Derby. 

There was, of course, a great deal of ratber 
frothy, and not very significant oratory at that 
period, but the working-men were in the main 

loyal to the crown and to the useful institu
tions of the country. Of their loyalty to the 
queen a good instance occurred at another 
meeting at St. James's Hall, where Mr. Ayr
ton Used some words censuring her majesty 
for not personally recognizing the people when 
they assembled in such _numbers in front of 
one of her palacea, Mr. Ayrton was a man 
with a cantankerous twist. If there was an 
opportunity of saying 1!-nything disagreeable 
he seldom missed it, and he could scarcely ever 
pay a compliment except in terOIS which 
cllanged it into an imputation. He seems to 
have been moved more by irritability of tem
per and impatience with stupid people-which 
of course often meant people who did not think 
as he did-th8Jl to have displayed caJculnted 
denunciation, and he pl'8.ctised the art of ~. 
iog things by their wrong handles, till bis own 
constituents o~ the .Tower Hamlets could no 
longer bear with him, and meetings and depu- . 
tatiODS shunned him. On this occasion,
a~ the meeting at St. Jaroes's Hall,-Mr.Bright 
gave him a reproof which must ba,·e burned 
deep if he had much fee1ing, and in spite of 
his truculent disregard to the feelings of other 
people he was not whony insensible to rebuke. 
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"I am not accustomed to stand up in defence 

of those who are possessors of crowns," said 
Mr. Bright, "but I could not sit and hear 
that observation without a sense of wonder 
and pain. I think there has been by many 
persons a great injustice done to the queen, 
in reference to her desolate and widowed 
position. And I venture to say this, that a. 
woman, be she the queen of a great realm or 
be she the wife of one of your labouling men, 
who can keep alive in her heart a. great sorrow 
for the lost object of her life and affection, is 
not at all wanting in a. grE'at and generous 
sympathy with you." These were good words, 
and the loud and ringing eheen which greeted 

them were as good a demonstration as could 
have been gained, that the men of the London 
trades who had met in the Dame of parlia
mentary reform, did not lack genuine loyalty. 

The general prosperity of the country to 
which reference has been made was, as we 
have said, not inconsistent with serious com

mercial disturbance and ruinous monetary 
convulsion j nor could it neutralize the tem
porary effects of tliat financial ponic. Still 
leas could it avert the consequences of strikes 
and sudden intemtptions in the labour market. 
The effects of the operation of trades-unions 
was seen in the widely-spread distress of the 
followers of unskilled labour. In the east 
end of London,-Bethnal Green, Limehouse, 
and Poplar,-there was great suffering among 
the poor during the severe winter of 1866--67. 
At Deptford there were attempts to com
mence a bread-riot, and large numbers of the 
dockyard labourers were out of employment. 
The operations of the poor-law in these dis
tricts were insnfficiput to relieve the daily and 
increasing wants of the peopleduriug the bitter 
weather, and variousorganizationswereformed 
for the purpose of providing fooc.l, clothing, 
and shelter for famished and bou~eless families. . 
Puvlic indignation was excited by the heart
less conduct of some of the workhouse officials 
and poor-law (" relieving") oflicersat that tilDej 
and the vast number of applicants for the 
Bhelter and food which the law ordered should 
be provided at the casual night--wards of -the 
London workhouses, afforded appalling evi
dence of the reality of the want and destitu-

tion among the poorer class. Theanomaly-an 

anomaly not yet rectifi~d-was, that the shop
keepeI'S in these. neighbourhoods, though the 
universal distress had deprived them of their 

customers, and they were themselves sinking 
into destitution, were called upon to pay euor
mous rates for the relief of the poor, while in 
the parishes ~f Loudon inhabited by wealthy 
householders the rate was comparatively in
considerable. Some expedients were after

wards adopted to approximate to an equaliza.
tion of the rates, but they were never carried 
to complete and effectual legislation. 81 ill 
charitable efforts were not wanting: subscrip
tious poured in: the local clergy and active 
permanent committees of relief made arrange
ments for distributing food, clothing, money, 
and all kinds of comforts to the starving and 
the unemployed. This went on for BOme time 
till a strange and serious result was observed. 
The poor from other districts began to seek 
temporary, if not permanent, dwellings at the 
east end of London. House-rent and thecbarge 
for lodgings rose considerably. Even single 
rooms were at a premium. The idle and the 
careless began to take advantage of the reports 
that Poplar and Limehouse had become a land 
of plenty. Trades-unionists, whose unions had 

not supplied them with funds for' keeping their 
families from Remi-starvation, saw how to ob
tain a little further relief. The dock companies 
found that there was no absolute need to raise 
the wretched wages of their labourers, since in 
times of moderate prosperity the parish would 
give outdoor relief, and so supplement the 
immflicient wages out of the rates, and in times 
of scarcity benevolent people would subscribe 
to make up the want of wages by gifts of 
meat, coals, soup, and clothing. So the dock 

s.hareholders, as well as other employers of 
underpaid labour, kept up th~ir dividends, 80 

far as they 'Were kept up, by retaining a low 
rate of payment.· It will of course be said that 
this is inevitable, and that the commodity of 
labour wiJI necessarily find its price and be 
quoted according to the laws of supply and 
demand. Quite so. But the efFects of certain 
side issnes as well as of main issues in this 
scientific way of treating the question were, at 
tlmt period, very deeply impressed on people's 
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minds by what was taking place daily before 
the relief committees; and the questions were 
once more asked, with some emphasis, How 
are paupem made 1 and, How are the suffering 
poor to be effectually relieved by.havingaehare 
in the world's work found for them 1 All this 
time the question was rendered far more difli.~ 
cult by the action of some of those trad ... 
unions, which, being associated with benefit
clubs, punished any of their members who 
consented to work overtime or agreed :to take 
reduced wages, by refusing to give them the 
ad V&Iltages to which as subscribers to the clubs 
they were juatlyentitled. There were employers 
of W1Bkilled labour who did not (perbaps oould' 
not) afford to pay more than would .u1Iice to 
support the individual, who was therefore 
obliged to .. ek charitable aid for his family; 
and there were employers of skilled labour 
who were ready to pay wages that oould have 
enabled the workers to maintain_ themselves 
and wives and children. but whose gates were 
closed because the unions forbade any of its 
members to accept a lower rate of wages or to 
work for a greater number of hours than h&d 
been decided on at their meetings. At the 

. same time hostile measures were taken against 
all those workmen who refused to join the 
unions. They were followed, insulted, and in 
many instances asaaulted. At the gatea of 
builders' yards, of factories, and of large work~ 
&hops pickets of uuion men were stationed for 
the express purpose of dissuading the hands to 
continue their engagements, or of preventing 
them from doing 80 by physical violence. 

At Sheffield the outrages oommitted by 
avowed membera of the unions had long been 
notorious for their diabolical malice. Whim 
the Social Science Congreas was held in Shef
field in 1865 a great meeting of working men 
was summoned to meet Lord Brougham and 
other members, 'and about 3000 ..... mbled 
at the Alexandra Music Hall. The veteran 
addreesed them in an introductory speech 
chiefiy concerning the importaoce of making 
the homes of working men comfortable to 
themselves and their families, as a. measUl'6 

lying at the root of all social improvement. 
Several other .peakere followed, mostly in 
a tone of OOD.ciliation and with remarks 
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adapted to the appreciation of the audience. 
Mr. Thomas Hughes, however, took the op
portunityof speaking some plain and whole
some truths, and with .no little daring ven
tured. to say in reference to advoea.ey of tha 
c1aiws of the working men, that the difficulty 
which had stood in his wuy",as that this had 
been constantly thrown in his teeth: "Oh~ 
have you heard of the last trade outrage in 
Sheffield 1 Have you heard that a house has 
been blown up with gunpowder, and that an
otherm&n's wife and child bve been attacked 
because he did Dot -- Did not what 1 Be
cause he did not obey the laws of a union of 
which he was not even a. member) If tradea~ 
unions are to fight the hattie of the ",orking 
men they must·set their faces ~ainst praetioes 
such 8B·this." The men of this town lived in 
the very heart, in the midst of the intelligence 
of Eng1and,aud, as working men, they re
ceived the highest rate of wages; and yet he 
was told they were opposed to the introduc
tion of machinery, whereby ~ey were driving 
away from the town a largu branch of industry 
for ",hich they had been celebrated for 
hundreds of years. Well, he "'as brought up 
in an agricultura1 district, and was just old 
enough to remember the m~hine-breaking 
which took place in that part of the country. 
Those acts of folly produced a sad amount of 
deatitution and misery; but bY-&lld.by the 
men found out their mistake, and now theJ.'e 
were reaping-machines and thrashing-ma
chines working all through the dietrict; and 
what was the "",ult 1 That wagea had risen 
50 per cent since the introduction of ma
chinery. He would warn the men of Sheffield, 
if they were opposed to machinery, that there 
could be oulyone result-that they would drive 
the industry of the town into towns where the
men were not 80 ehort-sighted. Then he heard 
that there were reats used, the use of which 
was enforced by the trade, but the effect of 
which was to double up the man's arm and 
make it useless after & few years, while they 
had a rest which produced no such results" 
and which, if used, would enable a man to· 
work ten, fifteen, or twenty years longer. If 
that were not true, let them contradict it. To 
bis mind it was neceaaary that he ehould, in. 

.71 
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this great centre of trades-uniollEl, where they 
ha.d it nearly all t~eir own way, tell them the 
plain truth; and in so doing he repeated, with 
regard to moohinery, that if wpat he had heard 
was true, they had adopted a course by which 
they would gradually lose the confidence of 
the best part of their fellow-countrymen, and 
by which they would not hold their own in 
the great industriaJ race of the country. 

It required some courage to speak like this, 
and though a few of the men present were 
puehed forward by their companiono to oon
tradict some of these statements, no effectual 
answer was given to them. Nor were the 
practices which Mr. Hughes denounced, dis
continued:. They became intensified, and 
while the trades-unions denied that they were 
encouraged by their body,and aeserted that the 
outrages were committed by violent and law
less men whose actions they were unable to 
control, they seemed never to have put forth 
the strong influence which they possessed for 
the purpose of denouncing and preventing 
such infamous offences. At length, after a 
number of crimes had aroused public indig
nation, the miscreants concerned in them 
proceeded to what appeared to be deliberate 
murder, and)he officers of the unions becom
ing alarmed, utterly repudiated any connection 
with the offences said to have been committed 
at their instigation, and demanded that the 
charges made against them should be investi
gated by the trades-uniono commiBsion which 
had been appointed by Lord Derby's govern
ment, and was then sitting to inquire into the 
operations and effects of these associations. 

The investigations of this commission proved 
that not in Sheffield oniy, but in Manchester 
and other manufacturing towns, & number of 
atrocious offences had been committed, and in 
many instances had been planned or sug
gested by office1'8 of trades-unions. Some em
p]oyers who had hired non-union men to do 
their work were threatened and .... ulted. 
Othen actually gave up business in the dread 
of being maimed or murdered. One brick
maker had his shed burned down with naph
tha and some valuable machinery destroyed. 
Brick-makers who were non-unionists found 
~e clay which they went to handle, filled 

with needles. Watchmen employed to protect 
property were shot at, wounded, and even 
killedj in one case a valuable horse was slowly 
roasted to death in revenge against its owner. 
Theee dark places of the earth were fuJI of 
cruelty. 

The number of the atrocities a.t SheftieJd 
was appalling, and the worst of them were 
traced to the instiga.tion of one man named 
Broadhead, the secretary of the saw-grinden' 
union. . In many other instances the methods 
pursued by the unions were infamous and 
tyrannical j but even the worst of them were 
scarcely suspected of the crimes which we~ 
discovered during an inquiry instituted by 
Mr. Ovorend, Q.C., who had been appointed 
to investigate the working of the Sheffield 
societies. As he had. authority given him to 
grant a free pardon to any persons who would 
fully disclose what they knew of the iniquitous 
transactions, a searching examination elicited 
details which were 80 horrible tha.t the ac
count of them affected even the witnesses 
themselves, and sent a thrill of indignation 
through the country. The actual perpetra
tors of these crimes came forward to confess 
them in evidence, as tbey thereby eecaped 
the penalty that they had long feared; and 
the miscreant Broadhead himself took this 
way of escaping, and during his presence in 
the court adjured one of his companions to 

. "tell the truth" and "teU alL" 
A witness uamed Ha.llam disclosed several 

outrages, and at length confeseed to having 
been concerned with anoth~ man in shooting 
a ~orkman named Linley, who had incurred. 
the displeasure of the members of the union 
by refusing to join them and to desist from 
working. 

Ha.11am became much agitated in giving his 
evidence, and twice fainted in the court. He 
said, "Crookes joined with me ~ in shooting 
Linley. I oompelled Crookes to shoot him. 
He shot him with an air-gun." On being 
asked if any othor person had set him on to 
do this, his reply showed with what fiendish 
cunning Broadhead had made these men his 
tools. 

"I asked 'Broadhead one day what he was 
doing with Linley, and he oaid he would have 
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8. conversation with me the next day. I saw 
him the next day, and he asked me if I recol
lected the previous day's conversation. I said 
I did. He asked me what I would do with 
him. I told him I would Jllake him as h. 
would work no more. .' He asked me 
what I ohould want for doing it; and I asked 
him if £20 would be too much. He said, 
No, he ohould think not. I said I would 
do it." 

Being asked if he had told Broadhead 
how it was to be done, he answered that he 
had -not. "I saw Crookea on the following 
day, and told bim I had got the job to do 
Linley. He asked me whom I had seen, and 
I told him I had seen Broadhead, and that 
we were to have £20. He said he thought 
we ohould not get £20. I ssw him again the 
week following. We went to Broadhead's to 
see what we were to have. Crookes saw him. 
alone. When he returned to me be said we 
were to have £15; that was a.ll he would give. 
I then went upstairs to Broadhead, and he 
told me he would not give more than £16 for 
the job. I agreed to do it. I got £3 from 
him, and bought a revolver. Crookes got an 
air-guO,1I It was with that gun that the un
fortunate victim was shot. The two wretches 
followed him about from place to place nearly 
every night for five or six weeks before they 
could get the opportunity they BOught. They_ 
did not intend to kill him; but Crook.., who 
was "a pretty good shot," and had been seen 
by his accomplice to ohoot rabbits in Eccl .... 
b.all Wood, was to aim at the man's shoulder, 
and so to disable him from working. At Iast, 
ODe night at dusk, having followed him to the 
Crown public-house, where he was sitting in a 
room with other pel'8ODS, they remained iu the 
yard. Linley was sitting near the window. 
At first Crook .. rerued to shoot him, but 
Hallam declared that he would do it himself, 
and he had also found a way by which they 
might escape out of the yard. Crook .. then 
raised the air-gun and shot the man just as he 
was leaning forward in earnest conversation. 
It "[as intended that tho ball ohould strike 
him under the shoulder, but it glanced UP"' 
ward and wounded the back of the head, 
in1licting '!" injury of which h. afterwards 

died. The assassins fled, and the money 
which had been promised was paid. 

Crookes, the man who committed the crime, 
came up to add his evidence to that of Hallam, 
and it was to him, as he passed into the court 
before the commission, that Broadhead called 
out, "Tell the truth, Sam, tell all" Broad
head himself had aJready come forward to 
save himself by confessing to a list of outrages 
for which it would ahnost appear he !'ad no 
very deep remorse, or at all events no over
whebning shame, though he expressed abhor
rence of his crimes and wept during his COD

fesaion. The reason alleged for ohooting Linley 
was that he had hired a number of boys to 
work, and was injuring the trade. Another 
man was "blown up" for having been brought 
into the trade contrary to rule. They ex
pected if he was admitted a member they 
would "have him on the box," by which ~ey 
meant receiving money from the support 
fund, and it was to drive him from the trade 
that he was blown up. Crooke. had been
hired to lame Helliwell by .hooting him, but 
did not get an opportunity. Another man was 

hired to find BOmebody to shoot a perBOn named 
Parker, the price for which was £20 to £30, 
aud; to pay this, Broadhead embezzled from 
the funds. Somebody was to have £5 for 
blowing np the boilers of a manufacturing 
firm at Sheffield, to whom Broadhead wrote a 
letter, saying, "If I but move my finger you 
are sent into eternity as sure as fate. D A man, 
named Baxter, who had "held aloof from the 
trade" when Broadhead thought he ought to 
contribute, was punished by having a canister 
'of gunpowder thrown down his chimney. 
Another ma.n'a house was to be blown Upj the 
blowing up of the houses of those who em
ployed non-society men, the flinging of canis
ters of powder down chimneys, ha.msbingiIig 
horses, cutting the bands or destroying other 
portions of machinery, were all devices eM
ployed by'these conspirators. The inquiry 
disclosed a systematic resort to criminal means 
for establiohing the authority of the so-called 
unions, which for a time naturally aroused 
much public feeling agsinet them. It was 
with something like reluctance that the pro
mise to let these witnesses go free in return 
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for their confessions was kept. Broadhead 
disappeared for a short time, and afterwa.rtbt 
was heard of in various parts of the country 
as a lecturer on trades~unions or simil&r BU~ 
jects j but he sank out of notice. 

The revelations made to the commission 
did much good; they enabled honest and rea
sonable associations for the 'purpose. of ad
vancing the interests of the meIi by regulating 
wages and hours of Ia.bour, to disavow all sym
pathy with violence, and to claim some sup
port in their legitimate endeavours. 

It should be remembered, however, that the 
lawlessness and violence of some of the asso
ciations may have been the result of earlier 
decIarations of the legislature, which denied to 
labourers the right of pescefully combining 
for the purpose of promoting their own in
terests. Where any union of ·workers for the 
purpose of influencing the operations of a. 
particular trade, and of combining for the 
common purpose of obtaining better condi
tions of employment, is made a.n offence against 
the law, men who are brooding ,over their. 
supposed wrongs and smarting with a sense of 
injustice will too often abandon efforts to act 
in accordance with the claims of order, a.nd will 
disregard the demands of common hUDlllllity 
beyond the pale of which they conceive that 
they have themselves been removed. 

People here knew but little of Abyssinia 
... except that it was an almos~ unexplored coun

try bounded by the Red Sea, Nubia, and 
Senaar, and spreading on the north-west to 
unknown tracts, inhabited, where they were 
inhabited at all, by the Gallas, the Sh~ns, 
the Wanikas, and other wild trib... Mis· 
sionaries and a few enterprising travellers, 
who had. penetrated the arid plains and dense 
thickets of that vast territory, informed us 
that the whole country formed a grest irre· 
gular table.land, projecting from the high ..... 
gions BOuth of the line into the comparatively 
level tracts bounding the basin of the Nile, 
and forming a sllccession of undulating plains 
of vlU'ious altitudes deeply cut into by numer
ous valleys and water channels, which "ften 
descended 3000 or 4000 feet clear down below 
the leval plains thot reBched the grest beight 

of 8000 or 9000 feet. The population Con
sisted chiefly of three races-one resembling 
the Bedouin .Arabs; another, the Ethiopians; 
and a third repreeenting wild tribes distinct 
from each. Therewere also numbers of negroes 
held as slaves. The majority of theAbyssinia.ns 
professed a religion which was a peculiarly cor
rupted form of Christianity, o,,-ather appesred 
to be a stnmge mingling of Islamism with 
some of the observances of the Romish Church. 
The people were of debased character; the two
principal tribes were the Shoans and the 
people of Tigr6, both of whom were hsrdyand 
warlike; but the chieftains of all the tribes-. 
were jealous and distrustful of each other, and 
though Bas Ali, ·a powerful leader, held the 
title of Emperor of Abyseinis in 1848 and 1849, 
when our consul, Mr. Plowden, contracted & 

treaty of commerce with him., a great chsnge 
took place two years afterwards, when De· 
jajmotch Kasai, a brave and able chief of 
another tribe, gained decisive victories over 
the Gallas, the Shean .. a.nd the men of Tigre, 
and assumed the sovereignty under the title 
of "Theodorus, king of the kings of Ethiopia 
and Emperor of Abyssinia..:P This man, Theo
dore, as he was called here, had the cruelty 
and tyranny of the semi~savage, and an over~ 
weening ambition which, combined with arro
ganceand personal vanity, rendered him almost 
insane. He claimed to be the descendant of 
King Solomon and the Queen of Sheba, and 
imagined that he could demand an alliance 
with Frsnce1Uld England on equal terms. But 
wba.t he most coveted was the recognition of 
eqllality from England in the form of a letter 
from Queen Victoria and au amicable treaty. 
He had refueed to identify himself with the 
Church of Rome or with its priests, to whom 
his own Abuna or bishop had a great objec
tion, and he professed to rely on an ancient . , 
prophecy which declared that a king named 
Theodorus would reform. Abpsinia, restore 
the ChristiR.D faith, and become master of the 
world. He made his capital at a rocky fortreM 
called Magdala, a lofty and almost inacceBBible 
height, and he displayed great anxiety to at
tach Englishmen to his service. 

In 1860 Mr. Plowden, the British consul, 
while on a journey, was attacked by a band of 
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one of the rebellious tribes, and received a 
wound of which he afterwa.rds died. Theo
dore, who had .. great regard fur him, signally 
avenged hia death; but this and aJI hia .... 
sumed liking for the English appears to ha.ve 
,been .. part of hia ardent ambition to conclude 
." treaty willi thia country_ In 1861 Captain 
Cameron went to Abyssinia as consul; but, as 

it was undeI'8tood, only for the protection of 
British trade, and, ... he wa.a afterwards re
minded by Lord John RWI/lell, holdiug no 
lI'epresentativ.8 character in the country. The 
~glish government dietinctly refrained from 
interfering in the dieputee of the tribee on the 
frontier of Egypt and Abyarinia, but the ob
ject of Theodore was to secure such an inter~ 
position ... would enable him to claim HUpport 
aga.inBt the Turko. At the end of October, 
1861, he addressed 8. letter to the queen, de.
claring that it was his mission to overthrow 
the GaJIao and the Turk., to reotoro the coun
try with himself as emperor. He acknow
ledged the aniva.l of Captain Cameron with 
letten and preoents, and requeoted that the 
.q,ueen would give orders for the safe passage 
of his ambassadors everywhere on the road; 
that they might not be moleoted by the Turk., 
who were his enemies. This was 8. crafty a.t
tempt to endeavour to secure what would 
ha.ve been, in effect, an alliance with England 
aga.inBt the IslIUll& The letter w ... forwarded 
by Captain Cameron, and Theodore w .. ited for 
a reply. Meantime, however, the consul paid 
.& visit to the frontier province of Bogus, an 
injudicious step for which he was afterwards 
rebuked; but hia exCUBO w ... that the Christian 
inha.bitants there were under the protection 
of the British consul, and tha.t he had been 
<:<>mmissioned by the foreign offi .. to report 
on the suitability of Suakim or Musowa.h ... 
8. consulate station, and also on the trade of 
the la.tter place_ 

But this visit roused the jealous suspicion 
of Theodore, who was already furious at not 
ha.ving received any reply to hia letter to the 
queen, which, by 800me etrange overoight, had 
been misla.id or left unnoticed in the foreign 
offi... Ea.rl RUBBOll (then minister of foreign 
affairs) wrote to Consul Cameron, but did not 
mention the Ilemperors" communication,and 

this slight, together with the journey of the 
ccmsul, who, he said, "went to the Turks, who 
do not love me," so mceIlSed the savage con
queror that he took revenge by making pri. 
soners of Mr. Cameron, his secretary and 
attendants, and all the Europeane he could 
la.y hands upon, including German and other 
missionaries, and several artisans and work
men, who had been induced to remain in the 
country_ Severa.! of th... captiV'lS were 
placed in irons and Bhut up in squalid com
forti... hUla or ston~ buildings earefully 
goarded, and most of them were treated with 
alternate BOverity and kindn ... according to 
the half-ineone whim of the tymnt, who 
caused them to be removed from place to 
place, retaining some of them in durance in 
hia ca.mp that he might summon them to hia 
presence either to threaten them, or to re.. 
assure them of his good intentions. Occasion
aJly he would visit them in .. free-a.nd-ea.ay 
manner, 'faking with him wine or some kind 
of feast, and after ha.ving caueed them to be 
releaeed from their fetters, would sit and 
drink, and be familiJ>rly merry_ At other 
times he would have them before him, and 
with boding face seem to gloat over the suf· . 
furinge which he had in reoerve for ·thOlD- It 
appeared ... though the firet attempt to en
force the rei .... of the prieonero by BeDding 
an inva.ding army would be the. signal for 
their torture and execution, and the govem
ment therefore determined to authorize a. 
messenger to open negotiations for their 
liberation- The envoy chooon wa.a Mr_ Raa
sam, who was partly of African descent, had 
held the office of assistant British resident at 
Aden, and was known to ha.ve aided Mr. 
Layard in his explorations of the remains of 
Nineveh and Babylon- Dr. Blanc, .. French 
physician, and Lieutenant Prideaux accom. 
panied the emboeoy, which arrived in Theo
dore's camp in January, 1866, and was re.. 
ceived with aome pretence of consideration; 
but Mr. Rassam and his companions were then 
added to the number of the prisoners; Theo
dore was alm08t entirely given up to the idea. 
tha.t the English government and the queen 
were intentionaJly neglecting him, and full of 
jealous suspicion and sullen fury he remained 
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with his army and the captives in the fortress 
city of M.agda.Ia.. Among the prisoners were 
the wives of two of the missionaries and of 
a. few of the workmen, a.nd severa.! children. 
The fJUfferings of some of the men were ex
treme, for the 'Climate was exhausting: they 
were kept in close captivity in wretched quar
ters; the fetters became almost imbedded in 
their swollen limbs. Mr. Stem and Mr. 
Rosenthal, two of the German missionaries, 
were treated with great severity, presumably 
because they were not disposed to display 
abject terror, and remonstrated in emphatic 
language with Theodore against his,treachery 
and cruelty. 

In vain .the Armenian patriarch at Con
stantinople endeavoured to interpose by ask
ing for clemency towards the prisoners. In 
vain did he send an arehbishop named Sahak 
to endeavour to obtain by a personal interview 
the favour which had been denied to a letter. 
This wsa early in 1867, and by the time the 
Derby administration had taken the place 
of that of Earl Russell in England, armed in
terference seemed to have become inevitable. 
At length'Lord Stanley sent a letter, aaying 
that unless the captives were released within 
three months, wa.r would be declared. Either 
this letter never reached Theodore, or, like 
other semi-savages, he thought that he could 
terrify the. EngliBh government by threats 
and outrages, holding the lives and aafety of 
innocent peopleaahostages against retribution. 

. He had become famous 88 a successful warrior, 
and still believed in the coUrage and deter
mination of the troops which were left "him, 
though his tyranny and the cruelti .. he had 

perpetrated had cal1.8ed numbers of the tribes 
to fall away from him, and his anny was 
dwindling. When he became convinced that 
the British forces were advancjng to invade 
his territory he was for a short time bosatfuJ, 
bl,lt soon relapsed into a condition of gloomy 
foreboding, wa.tching for auguries of his fate 
in the clouds. 

Preparations for the expedition were rapid. 
and effective. The SUlD of two millions was 
voted by parlian,ent to pay the cost. It,ac
tually cost above four millions, with contin
gencies whieh bronght the amollllt eventually 

to nine millions; but though there was BOme 
grumbling at this expenditure, there was on 
the whole a sense of satisfaction, for there had 
seldom or never been a more prompt, decisive, 
and complete organization than that which dis
tinguished the army that l.nded in Abyssinia. 
Advantage was taken of new appliances and in
ventions. Elephants were brought from India; 
mules for transport were bought in Egypt and 
in Spain; hospita1ships were fitted out; appa.
ratus for distilling sea-water waa provided in 
case the supply of fresh water should run 
short. Forage, food, aaddlery stores, and ma
chinery, as well as arms and ammunition, were 
ready in an incredibly short space of time. 
General Sir Robert Napier, commander-in
chief of the army of Bombay, was appointed 
to command the expedition, which consisted 
of 11,770 soldiers, mostly Indian native in
fantry, and about 14,000 followers attaehed 
to the land-transport train, commiBaariBt de
partment, and regiments. The magnitude of 
this contingent may be explained by the fact 
that the troops lDight have to depend entirely 
on a. supply of provisions from their own camp 
from the time they left the sterile sun-scorched 
rock of Aden for Massowah. In order to keep 
up communication. with the depot of the camp 
and a naval contingent at Annes1ey Bay on 
the coast, railways were constructed for several 
miles, and telegraphic stations for a hundred 
miles further into the country. The natives, 
who were already waiting for the overthrow 
of Theodore, were willing to sell bread and 
grain; hut they took no further part in the 
matter. The advance upon Magdala was 
fa~ and difficult; but the p1ace was 
reaehed early in April, 1868. The Abyssinians 
madeadesperateattack; but their wild courage 
was ineffectual against the discipline and the 
weapOns of their opponents. Again and again 
they were swept back, and their loss was about 
five hundred killed and three or four times 
as many wounded, while our 1089 was only 
ninetepu wounded. The rock fortress was 
difficult of access, and OIl two sid .. appeared 
to be impregnable; but roads, or rather paths, 
were cut in the steep slope of the ascent, and 
light artillery wsa taken up by mules, ele
phants, and gangs of men. Before any parley 
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was permitted Sir Robert Napier called for the 
surrender of the prisoners. After:refusals and 
delays Theodore found his condition becom
ing desperate, and delivered them all up. 
They were taken under the pretection of the 
British troops, and then nothing remained but 
for the tyrant himself to surrender. This he 
obstinately refused to do, and it became neces
sary to atta.ck the stronghold. The guns which 
Theodore had relied on to protect it were us&
less, some had burst at the first lire. Had the 
defenders of the place held it with any inte\li
gent cour&ge they might have infiicted much 
loss on our a.rmy, for it stood on a. precipice 
inaccessible except by two narrow pathways; 
but the assault was sudden and powerful, the 
natives were driven out and fled, the place was 
taken; the bodies of some of the chiefs were 
fawid lying in the gateway, and on the hill 
above lay the corpse of Theodore with a grim 
smile on the face. He had shot himself with 
a pistol in the moment of defeat. The strong- . 
hold was destroyed, and the British expedition 
returned to the ehips and left. the country. 
Its object was accomplished, and not a rood of 
territory had been taken, nor a word of inter
ference uttered in relation to the struggles of 
native chiefs for supremacy, except to re
commend for the sake of peace. that one of 
them should receive the obedience of the 
people. This chief was afterwards defeated 
and his opponent chosen king, so that the :re-

commendation had little effect. The widow 
and family of Theodore were consigned to the 
care of Mr. Ra.ssam. The widow died in the 
English camp before our troops had left the 
country. Theodore's son Alamayou, a child 
Beven years old, was taken to India, where, the 
qneen having ordered that he should be taken 
especial care of, he was educated for a short 
time, and was then bronght to England. 
Notwithatanding the attention given to his 
health and mode of living, he died not very 
long afterwards. 

The succeseful general of the Abyssinian 
expedition received the title of Baron Napier 
of Magdala. Mr_ Disrae\~ speaking as premier 
when the thanks of parliament were voted to 
the commander and his army, said:-uHe led 
the elephants of Asia bearing the artillery of 

Europe over broken passes which might have 
stsrtled the trapper of Canada and appalled 
the h,wter of the Alpa . _ . Thns all these 
difficulties and all these obstacles were over
come; and that was accomplished which not 
one of us ten years ago could ha.ve fancied 
even in his dreams, a.nd which it must be 
peculiarly interesting to Engliahmen nnder all 
circumstances to call to mind; and we find the 
standard of St. George hoisted upon the moun
tains of Rasselas." 

During the period now under review, Irish 
troubles urgently demanded the serious atten
tion of .the government. Remedial measures 
for improving the condition of the people a.nd 
prom6ting political liberty were being ear
nestly considered by just and patriotic men j 
but the enemies of Ireland and of England 
were busy. There has seldom been any genuine 
and pfactical attempt made to redress Irish 
grievances, and to give liberty and security to 
the country, which has not been frustrated by 
professional agitators who persistently thrust 
themselvea to the front, and by fomenting 
violence and inciting to crime, maintain a 
system of terrorism. The result has been 
that, in order to vindicate the law, harsh and 
severe measures have been taken, and U ter
rorism" has been met by cc coercion." This 
coercion, however, is unequaJ. in ita operation. 
It too often fa.lls on the innocent instead of 
on those who are the real offenders; whose 
protests are menaces j their policy the seeret. 
ruin of property, the maiming of cattle, the 
bodily injury or murder of innocent people, 
sometimes of women and children; their 
remediea for the ills which they are them.
'se!vea most potent to perpetuate, are........ma
tion and indiscriminate destruction. 

It should be understood that these remarks 
are not intended as a. denial that some of. the 
political associations and even the political 
conspiraciea in Ireland were directed by 
honourable men of high moral and patriotic 
feeling. Such men, however, would never 
have encouraged or condoned the crimes that 
were perpetrated in the name of Irish free
dom. 

At the time of which we are speaking it 
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was not chietly in Ireland that COJl8pirncy was 
tledged, though it bad been hatched there. 
The name "Feniam IJ bad been taken by 
an aaaocia.tion in Ireland as early ~ 1858; but 
the chief repreeentati ... of that hody now 
hurled their anathemas at England from the 
other side of the Atlantic,. and concocted: their 
plans in the secority of New York. Many of 
them were Irish.Americans, who, though they 
had never seen the country of theiJr fathers, 
8till had for the Green Isle & sentimental re
gard, which had grown up in their minde 
"",oug tbe most cherished traditions, and was 
powerful in proportinn to the intIuences to 
which they were subject. A number of these 
meu, some ,of them quite young fellows, had 
been soldiers on poe side or the other in the 
American war, as numbers of previous im~ 
migrante had aIeo. While the conditione be
tween England and America. were so strained 
during the civil war, and the disputes· about 
Southern ehipo of war ieeuing from English 
dockyards led to hoetile words, th .. e Irish
American" Fenians" anticipated with uncon
cealed delight the probability of the Northern 
States declaring war against this country. 
The notion was fostered by the importanoe 
which was necessa.rily given to Irish votes 
during the states elections, for the Irish elec
tors were numerous, and the devices to secure 
their support were frequent and tlattering. 
From the point of view of violent Irish pa-
triotism in fa.vour of rebellion. the expectation 
of war between America and England would 
be welcomed, since it would poeeibly atlord an 
opportunity for a "Fenian" army to hold Ire.
la.nd during a.n insurrection, and to aid in an 
invasion of Canada. This was in fact the 
scheme which was formed at the time, and 
though the attempts afterwa.rde made to carry 
it into effect were altogether abortive, the plan, 
.. s.en from the Fenian stand.point, may have 
.. emed juetiS.ble. Butamougthosewhocame 
to direct and to control the conspiracy were 
several whose plan it had ever been to decla.re 
war by secret machinations against law and 
order. The Fenian association, like ·other 
confederacies, ehowed too plainly that there 
were ill Ireland deep grievances to redress and 
monstrous abuses to abolish, before the people 

could be expected to become contented or to 
refrain from signs of exasperation. Both Eng~ 
!ish and Irish statesmen and philanthrop
ists, and Irishmen who were potriote without 
being conspirators, were already earnestly con
sidering by what measures past injustice and 
neglect might best be retrieved, when the dis
orders that arose in the country and the in
juries iDfiicted on private individuals impelled 
the government to take the long, backward 
step of again enepending the Hab ... Corpus 
Act in Ireland. Many bnneficia! cbaugea 
were delayed, though they were not perma
nently prevented.i several irratioD&l. and hor
rible crimes were perpetrated; public indigna
tion was a.rousedj and then when comparative 
order waS afterwards restored, and BOme re
tarded measures of conciliation were effected, 
they were represented by the so-ca.lled II Fen
iall8" of the dagger and the mask, to be con
cessions wrung from the British government 

. through terror. Thie was the kind of declara
tion which enabled profeseional seditioniste to 
obtain additional subscriptions from their 
dupes both in Ireland and America. 

U Is it fair to forget that there are nearly 
two.millions of persons who were born in Ire
land living in the United States, and porhapo 
as many more, the offspring of Irish parents, 
all of whom are a.nimated withthemost intense 
hatred towa.rdeEugland. NewYorkcityalono 
at the last census had 260,000 Irish, actually 
more than the popula.tion of Dublin in 1851, 
thus making New York the grestest Irish city 
in the world." These had been. the words of 
Cobden in a letter written to Mr. T. B. Potter 
in February, 1865, on tbe subject of English 
protests in relation to America during the war, 
when in the United States, Irish voices were 
loudest and most threatening against Eug. 
land. The feeling of reeentment was not 
groundl.... It cannot be denied that tho 
e:x.iatence of such a persistent antagonism 
showed tha.t there must have been fa.ults on 
both sides. This was the contention of Mr. 
Bright and Mr. Cobden, and they did not fail 
to say BO with considerable emphasis in the de.. 
batee for the euspension of the Habeas Corpus 
Acts in 1866. Mr. John Stuart Mill alao took 
part in the discussion, and his argument Wa8 
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that if the captain of a ship or the master of a 
school had continually to ha.ve recourse to via
lent measuresweshould assumewithoutasking 
for further evidence that there was something 
wrong in his system of lDAlII'I!"ment. Of 
coUl'Se there was another word to be said in 
anewer to this. If the captain or the school
maeter fonnd he hod constantly to deal with 
murderous mutineera and secret viola.toJ9 of 
all law, who incited others to crime,' steps 
might have to he taken to suppress, or to expel 
these membe1'8 of the crew or the school,. before 
conciliatory or gentle measores could he so ap
plied as to work an inB.uence. The wont of it 
is that the diBeaae and the suppoaed remedy 
appear to be reproductive. Suppression in ~ 
land haa always meant freah attemplB to form 
eeeret conspiraeies. But politica.\ conspiracies 
and even seditious meetings, treason, and at;.. 
tempted rebellion are all different things from 
assassination, from the endeavour to institute 
a reign of terror by the force of mere fiendish 
destruction, or by mnrder, and the malignant 
intliction of injnr.r for the pnrpoae of showing 
capabilities of violence. 

Most secret associations are liable to hemade 
use of by those who have no "cause" that will 
prevent their beiDg traitors to their companions, 
or by fa.u.a.tics who would urge their fellows 
down the road of insanity_ l'rohebly few or
ganizatiOllS could he more liable to abuae than 
that which was adopted by the "Fenians. JJ 

It was not original, a.nd it was not effectual 
for the pnrpoae for which it was designed. It 
was constructed on what haa heen called a cel
lular system. No individnal memher knew 
what were the limits or the functions of any 
other member, and the further a member was 
from the centre of direction, either hecauae of 
his insignificance or his ineligibility, the less 
information ho was intrusted with_ All that 
the 1arger number of momhers hod to do was 
to obey any orders without question.. The ima 
plied or auppoeed penalty for'diaohedience, or 
for such independent variation of an order as 
might prodllce discovery, would be uremov~" 
or, in other words, secret assaaaina.tion. It 
will ea.sily be seen that there was no pro
tection against the machinatiollS of mere 
dealen in sedition., n~ was there the en~ 

conragement that attends an intelligent ex
change of confidence. The larger number of 
members of BUch an 8.lJJociation may be mere 
instrumenta of a few archaconspirators, who 
trust them with nothing, and yet expose them. 
to destruction, or they may be the tools of mur~ 
derers and sedition-mongers who may Bome 
day sacrifice them by turning traitors to th. 
cause. 

The" Fenian» organization was aptmreDt1y 
formed among the Irish in America. The 
name Fenian has heen variously represented to 
mean Finn i an, from the descendants or coadR 
jutors of a chieftain named Finn, or to he taken 
from the name given to tho old Irish militia, 
and to the ancient singers or reciters of, the 
Celtic legends. Whatever may have been the 
origin of the name, it sounded warlike and 
implacable. 

The assoeia.tioo was at first a political, br 
rather an insurrectionary one, for the pur
pose of effecting a revolution in Ireland. It 
was commenced in the year 1858, and durR 
iog the America.n civil war increased to very 
large dimensions. Men who had emigra.ted 
from Ireland under conditions of poverty 
and distress, which they helieved hod been 
caused by English misrule, were not likely 
to correct their impressions a.bout the causes 
of their expatriation, even though they may 
have been more prosperous in the Dew coUD~ 

try_ On the contrary they. had many of 
them been so accustomed to send home mo~ey 
for the relief of their relations in Leinster, 
Munater, . and Connaught, that they were 
pretty aure to subscribe without reluctance 
to a society for the deliverance of all Ireland 
from the evils of a government, which they 
hod been taught was the caUllO of the poverty 
a.nd misery which they so'well remembered, 
or the accounts of which had come to them 
from their parents. The association W88 
formed into a. regula.rly organized institution 
at a. convention or congress held in Phil&
delphis. lIB headquarter. were near Union 
Square, Now York,and it assumed the position 
ofaregularadminiBtration,supported byfunda 
derived from contributions and subscriptions. 
lIB leading ollicora, who were auppoaed to he 
conatantly employed in the work, appear to 
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have taken their payout of the funds, and 
there was money forthcoming for the support 
of those who were deputed to carry out their 

orders. All authority cOhverged towards 
one centre, "the head-centre,l' as he was 
ca.lled, and in Ireland this head-centre was 
8. man na.med James Stephens, who began 
with some spirit and boldness, and then 
moot inexplicably and unexpectedly collapaed. 
Stephens, it was said, had laid down the eye. 
tem, .. od to him. alone a.ll its intricate rami

fications were known. He had been a civil 

engineer, and had belonged to. the Young 
Irola.nd party of O'Brien and Mitchel .After 
the arrest of O'Brien, Stephens, who had en
dea.vGured to stir up an insurrection during 
the famine of 1847-48, sought'safety in France, 
whither another of the young Irishmen named 
O'Mahoney had preceded him. Stephens epent 
his time in going backward and forward to 
Ireland; but. O'Mahoney went to the United 
States, where, having been instructed by 
Stephens in the U Fenian" organization, he 

became the American head-centre. Stephens 
continued to promote the association in Ire
land, and thither a number of strange visitors 

soon came; they were Irish-Americans, and 

eome of them had old friende etill in the old 
country. They had undertaken the duty of 
trying to raise rebellion, and they brought 
news tha.t there were thousands of Irishmen 
in the United States who were members of 
the Fenian brotherhood, that the subscriptions 
from Irish labouring men and women ~ 
America were helping to pay for an army to 
come and help the people of the old country 
to throw of!' the rule of England, and to have 
9. government of their own. At the same time 
AmeriC&D jolll'llllls conteined accounts of the 
preparatioDe that were being made by the 
Feniana in the States for sending an anD.y to 
help the Irish insurrection. 

Of course the English government was pre
pared to take prompt action. The Hab ... 
Corpus Act was suspended; a number of per. 
sons were arrested, some of them while they 
were holding seditious meetings. In Novem
ber, 1865, Stephens, coming to Dublin, was 
apprehended and lodged in Richmond prison. 
From this he contrived to .. cape, .. it was 

believed through the help of a night-warder, 
in whose room was found a copy of the Fenian 
oath, and a padlock simiJar to that which f .... 
tened the door of the cell Whatever mar 
have been the means used, he regained hi& 
liberty; but nobody seemed to know what had 
become of him. Then the usual fate of such 
associa.tions overtook the Fenian brotherhood. 
It was divided into two factions, each of which 
claimed. to represent the real constitution; but; 
while one party was for doing something near 
at hand, and urged an invasion of Englieh 
territory in an attack on Canada, the othe ... 
adhered to, the Irish programme, and vehe
mently proclaimed that Irelend was ripe fo!' 
successful rebellion. Both were utterly mis
taken, though there we~ those who, professing 
to know their counsels, afterwards declared 
that the mistake arose from a conviction that 
the Northern States of America would join 
in hostiliti .. towarde England. Happily th .... 
etatee did nothing of the kind. 00 the con
trary their government acted with intern&-< 
tiona! honesty and loyalty, and when a body 
of Fenia.ns. attempted hostilities by crossing 
Niagara. and occupying Fort Erie, after driv
ing back the small party of Canadian vol
unteers who opposed them,- the American 
authorities insisted on rigidly preserving the. 
frontier, am.sted BOme of the leaders, and pre
vented any further crossing of the river This. 
was probably the beet thing which could have 
happened, for by that time reinforcements had 
arrived on the Canadian side, BOme of the as... 
sailants were taken prisoners, and the rest fell 
back, recrossed the river, and gave up any fur

ther idea of invasion. 
Perhaps, if Stephens had not suddenly mode 

his appearance in New York as the ohief of 
the convention and the original head-centrt\ 
the Fenian leaders would not have pursued 
the intention of making an attempt in .Irela.nd; 

but he announc~d that he was prepared to 
strike a. blow there, and he once more dig.. 

appeared. It was suppoeed that he was in 
Dublin, ·or, at all events, making his way 
through the rebellious dietricta to rouse the 
people, and numbers of the lrieb-Americans 
embarked during the winter monthe to join, 
in the ineurrection. When they reached Ire-
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la.nd they discovered that there was no deter
mined disposition among the people to com~ 
bine in a. generaJ rebellion, and all tha.t could 
be done was to wait till the spring, when, it 
was surmised, Stephens would..reappear with 
some plan and with an armed force, that they 
might be able to commence active hostilities. 

They could not .t first realize that they had 
been deceived, and that not only were the 
peasantry mostly' unarmed and unprepa.red, 
but the maiority of the Irish people were op
posed to any such a.ttempt as an insurrection 
led by. number of strangers, and aupported 
by. confederacy of which, after all, th.y knew 
little or nothing. 

Several of the lrish-America.ns who came, 
as they supposed, to aid in the achievement of 
a separate nationality were honest and disin
terested. They had either retain.d the bitter 
hostility to England caused by former condi
tions, the effects of which Englishmen as well 

as Irishmen were anxious to remove, or they 
had only been able to estimate the real state 
of affa.irs by the representations of those who 
dealt largely in metaphor. The grievances 
under which the Irish people were suffering 
were real; the injustice to which they were 
subjected was obvious enoughto find indignant 
expression from the mouths of many earnest 
men j but the "wrongs of Ireland" were Dot 
exactly of the kind or the d.gree which they 
were sometimes represented to be. At any
rate there were few signs that the majority of 
the people of Ireland were ready to aeek re
dress by violence or insurrection, and it was 
evident that the government had been made 
acquainted with all that the Fenian conven~ 
tiOD had proposed, and had taken mea.sure8 to 
prevent it. 

Among thosewhQ came to act as leadel'8 were 
BOme who had acquired distinction in the AmeM 
rican civil war, and several had occupied a 
position of socia.l influence in the States. They 
arrived in Ireland to find th.t they had been 
deceived. There would be no gene~ uprising 
of the peoplej no combined attempt of any im
portance unless they could succeed in provok~ 
ing it, and ,,;uortunateiy this WIIjI what & num
ber of them endea.voured to do. But fil'8t some 
startling demoDBtration must be made; a blow 

must b. etruck which would ehow that they 
were in earnest. It was perhaps a proof of the 
utter misapprehension which existed among 
these men, tha.t they formed a wild scheme by 
which the Fenians in England were secretly 
to make their way to Chester, where they were 
to meet at a certain date in February, 1867, 
and to take forcible possession of the ca.stle 
for the purpose of obtaining the arms tha.t 
might be found there. They were then to 
cut the teiegraph wires to prevent any alarm 
being sent after them, and to proceed to Holy
head, where they might seize some steam~ 
v .... ls in which they could reach the Irish 
coast. There was a.n audacity about this pla.n 
which almost neutralized its absurdity, and, 
at all events, it was of such a nature tha.t it 
presented a marked contrast to other attempts 
which were made for the purpose, or with the 
result of inflicting serious injury on indi
viduals by destroying life or property. Th. 
government had received timely intimation 
of the attempt that was to be made, and 
Chester was so _ well watched and guarded 
that the Fenian contingent was obliged to 
a.bandon the enterprise. It was then made 
known to the confederacy that a general rising 
ehould be attempted in Ireland in the follow
ing month. The failure was conspicuous, and 
though several a.ttacks were made on the police 
barracks in various places, where several perM 
sons were shot or otherwise killed, there was 
nothing like an insurrection. More mischief 
might have ensued if the armed bands of des
perados had be.n .bl. to take to the hiile or 
the lonely passes, but a continuous snow
storm prevented them, from seeking these as 
a refuge. The first attempt was a. failv,re j it 
had never for 8. moment looked like success. 

Numerous arrests were made, a.nd among 
the prisoners were men who had believed in 
the cause which they came to support, 'and 
having failed, were ready to die if their lives 
were to be forfeited for the crime of having 
sought to promote a revolution which they 
had heard was .h'eady imminent. Among the 
more prominent leaders who were arrested was 
Colonel Burke, who had served as an officer 
in the Southern d Confederate It army during 
the American war. He, 8. companion named 
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Doran, and some others were sentenced to 
,death, chiefly on the evidence of informers, 
who were necessa.rily the principal witnesses 

. of the government in many such cases. 
A very.trong feeling wasllUUlifested against 

the execution of this sentence. That men 
coming from-another country had committed 
treason in consequence of misrepresentations, 
waa of course no legal defence; but the men 
were brave men, they had been deceived, and 
·their crime was not that of dastardly coDSpi
rators or of -essassrins The English people 
knew how to discriminate, and even to sym
pathize with prisoners like Burke. A great 
meeting was held in St. James' Hall, consisting 

.chieJIyof English working men, and Mr. John 

.Stuart Mill addressed them with great ear
nestness. 

A petition w .. presented to par1i&ment 6y 
Mr. Bright against the" excessive and irritat
ing severity" of the sentence, and stating that 
the punishment might be more applicable to 
men" whose crime and whose offence are alike 
free from dishonour, however misled. they may 
be as to the special end in view, or the means 
they hove adopted to attain that end." There 
was some discussion on the language employed 
in this petition, and a proposal was made not 
·to receive it; but there was no disrespect ex
pressed to the house, and it was therefore .... 
cepted and ordered to lie on the table. The 
extreme sentence was not carried out, and 
though disturbances continued in various 
places, and other arrests were made, there 
was comparetively little of that bittern ... of 
feeling against the Fenians which was nftOl'
W&rds lIUUlifested when they committed crimes 
which f.ppeared to be mere wanton attempts 
to inflict inj!lries without regard to any ap
preciable politica.l reeult, and altogether revolt
ing to tb&'common sentinients of humanity. 

Six months after the remission of the sen· 
tence on Burke and his compauioJl8.& desperate 
attack w .. made in Manch .. ter for the pUl'
pose of rescuing two Fenian prisoners, a. police
conetable was shot, and though the apo1ogista 
for the parpatratora of the deed repreeented 
thot this also w .. only a politica.l offence and 
lnot deliberate murder, the lawle8lUlesB of the 

act and the evidence which it afforded of an 
intention to set all authority at defiaDce pro
duoed eome reaction in public sympathy . 

Two men had been arrested on suspicion in 
Manch .. ter, and charged with being vagranto. 
By the evidence given in their exa.mina.tion 
before & magistrate they were proved to be 
two Fenian conspirators known as U Colonel" 
Kelly and "Captain" Deasy. The uamina
tion took place on the 18th of September 
(1867), and they were remanded for further 
inquiry, and taken to the prison-van which 
was to convey them to the jail, a short distance 
out of the city. Some suspicions of an at
tempted rescue had beenexcited by the manner 
of two men who were seen hanging about the 
court, and. one of them wasapprehended after 
reaisting the officer by endeavouring to et&b 
him with a d&gger. It was therefore thought 
necessary to put the two prisoners in irons 
before taking them to the van, which was 
guarded by eleven policemen. The van had 
been driven some distance on the journey to 
the jail, a.nd had reached & point where the 
road was crossed by a railway bridge, near a. 
number of clay-pite, when & tall fair man who 
hod been looking out for the van from the top 
of a mound of clay came into the road. followed 
by between thirty and forty oompanions, all 
armed, and most of them with revolvers. 

Thisma.n, whose name was William O'Meara 
. Allen, fired at the driver of the van, next at 
the officer who sat beside the driver, and then 
shot one of the horsee. The unarmed polioe, 
three of whom were wounded, fell beck before 
a voll~y from their assailants, who were three 
to one against them; but they bravely re
turned and repeatedly endeavoured to rescue 
the van, which was full of male and female 
prisoners, and 'Was now brought to a. stand 
with one of the horsea dying, and the other 
struggling on the ground. Three police-con
stables were wounded, one by-stander was 
killed. The Feninna surrounded the van, 
threatened to shoot eny one who attempted to 
prevent the release of the two prisoners, and 
shouted to the aergea.nt, who was sitting in 
ch&rgeinside, io hand outthekeyewhichwould 
opan the door of the van end the .. parow cella 
or cloeets on each aide of the vehicle, in which 
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the prisoners were confined. The sergeant, 
whose name was Brett, positively refused to 
give up the keys. Allen called 8. Dumber of 
his gang to attempt to break in the roof of the 
van, and, armed with heavy &tones and other 
implemenm, they clambered to the top and 
tried to smash the wood, which, however, 
offered too great resistance. Shots continued 
to be fired; the women who were in the van, 
fearing fortheir lives, uttered piercing screams. 
Brett, who remained firm in his refusal, had 
been looking through a sma.ll louvre venti
lator in the top of the door when one of the 
women, two or three of whom had not been 
locked in the cell, but otood in the gangway 
which ran from end to end of the vehicle, 
pulled him away. Allen threatened that if 
he did not deliver the keyo he would shoot him. 

A pistol waa exploded a.,,,,,in.t the lock of the 
door, but failed to burst it open. Allen again 
demanded the keys, and ahnost immediately' 
afterwards thrust a stone into the trap or 
ventilator, BO that it could not be shut, and 
afterwards fired his revolver at it, shooting 
Brett through the head. One of the women, 
in terror for their lives, then took the keys from 
Brett's pocket and threw them out. The van 
was entered by two men, who opened the 
doors of the cells in which Kelly and Deasy 
were· confined, and enabled them to escape 

across the fielda Allen waa heard to "y, 
"Kelly, I'll die for YOUj" and this was after
warda spoken of .. though he contemplated 
a kind of martyrdom j but of course he made 
all the efforts he could to get away, and would 
have done 80 but for the prowess of a young 
man named Hunter, who was not only 8. swift 
runner, but a bold and powerful fellow. He 
pursued Allen and ran him down, wresting 
from his hand the pistol with which he threa
tened to shoot him. Another of the conspi
rators was run down by a second athlete in 
the snme manner, and the police haviugrallied, 
arrested Borne others. Several were in cus
tody before the next day. 

The escaped pri!Wners were never recap
tured.. One of them had entered a cottage at 
80me distance, where his companions knocked 
off his irons with a hatchet, using the stone 
edge of the kitchen oink for an anvil Five 

men out of the number who had been ar
rested were found guilty of the murder of 
Brett. Their names were Allen, the leader, 
Larkin, O'Brien, Shore, and Muguire. The 
arrest of Maguire waa afterwarda proved to· 
have been made in error. He was moving 
about in the crowd, but it was not proved 
that he had any hand in the fray; and he 
waa able to show that he had served for 
several years as a marine in the royal navy. ' 
He waa afterward. not only respited but 
restored to his position. Against Shore, who
pleaded his American citizenship, the evidence 
connecting him with the actual murder was
not altogether complete, and he was respited 
from the capital charge. Some people attri
buted this clemency to a desire on the part or 
the ministry to propitiate the American gov
ernment. Allen, with Larkin and O'Brien
the two men who had released the prisoners
were found guilty. They all denied that they 
had fired the shot that killed Brett, and it. 
was contended that his death was accident
ally caused by the attempt to burst open the' 
lock, but the evidence of the prisoners in the 
van contradicted this assertion. Efforts were· 
again made, by those who .till retained sym
pathy for the political or national protests. 
which were aB90Ciated With Fenian dem6ns
trations, to obtain 8. remission of the capital' 
sentence for the prisoners, but the public feel
ing had undergone a. revulsion. Even the 
procla.mation of the American. Fenian II senate'" 
or "convention," that the &em of the conspir
a.tors were not directed against the English, 
peopl~ but against a government which op_· 
pressed both the English and the Irish, did not 
assure the inhabitants of our large towns. Tc 
be shot, .tabbed, blown up, or seriously injured 
in person or estate b;r an appointed ,agent of 
outrage, or by a gang of ruffians, or even. by a. 
patriot with a craze for murder as 8. ready 
means of manife~g. political purpose, is not
an experience the effects of which are to be 
dissipated by an expression of regret for an 
alleged mistake or by an appeal to 8. com
mon love of freedom. The Fenians here were 
ta.king precisely the wrong way to maintain 
the sympathy which a just cause may evoke' 
till those who prof ... to uphold it Bet not 
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only justice but clviliza;tion and humani"tJr at On the afternoon of the 13th of December, 
defiance. two days after the wa.rning 'was given, all 

The three men convicted of the murder of London was startled by a terrific explosion. 
Brett were executed at Manchester in pre- The Fenian conspirators had proved them
sence of a smaller number of persons than selves to be not only capa.ble of atrocities, but 
might ha.ve been expected, who preserved a of such utter reckle.ssne~ of the lives of other 
quiet and even a solemn demeanour. Raids people, including innocent women and chil
upon gunsmitha' shops and seizure of gun- dren of the poorer classes, that their blunder. 
powder were repea~ly made by the COD- ing eagerness to injure and destroy would 
spirators in IreIa.nd. Their offences were fre-' have included among the victims the very 
quently of ~ kind to provoke indignation, and prisoners whom they desirell to release, had 
indignation was da.ily increasing, when the not the governor kept them confined to their 
attempt to blow down the wall of Clerkenwell cells in another part of the jail Some men 
prison for the purpose of rescuing Burke and and a. woman had been seen in A narrow Irui.e,. 
Casey, who were still confined there, was one side of which was formed hy the prison 
attended with consequences which aroused wall, the other side consisting of a row of 
the public temper to a pitch tha.t made it da.n~ four-storied houses, from the roofs of which 
gerous for anyone in London to profess to a. view could be obtained of the prison yard. 
belong to the Fenian body or to act in such Several suspicious-looking persons had been 
a. wa.y as to be suspected of any connection 'Seen going in and out of one of these houses 
with it. during the afternoon, but nobody had been ex-

It may perhaps be assumed that there amined or arrested. Two men and the woman 
were members of the Fenian. coIl:SPiracy wheeled a truck along the lane, and took 
whose hearts and consciences revolted from from it a. 3S-gallon beer cask, partbr covered 
the atrocities whiCh were contemplated by with a piece ot tarpaulin. This cask was 
their fellows. At a.ll events, on an early da.y placed against the prison wall, and while ODe 
in December the police authorities in Scot- man rapidly went away with the truck the 
land Yard received an anonymous letter other thrust a fuse, which looked like a squib, 
informing them that an attempt was about into the bung-hole of the cask, lighted it, and 
to be made to rescue Burke from Clerkenwell ran away, the woman also making qff at a 
house of detention, that the pian to be rapid pace. All this was done so quickly that 
adopted was to blow up the ".a.Il of the before anyone could interfere a tremendous 
exercise yard with glmpowder at between explosion had blown down a .large portion of 
four and five o'clock in the afternoon, the the wall, leaving a. gap from 30 to 40 feet in 
hour a.t which this prisoner was supposed to width. So tremendous was the force of the 
be in the yard for exercise, that the signal to chafge contained in the cask that a volley 
him would be a. white ball thrown up on the of bricks was driven across the exercise yard 
outside of 1Ihe wa.IL In consequence of this and made deep indentations in the wall of the 
information the prisoners were kept in their prison. The effect upon the adjacent houses 
cells at the time of the day when the at- was appalling; two were destroyed, five or six 
tempt was expected, but singularly little care were shattered, windows were broken at the 
seems to have been taken to keep wa.tch and distance of a quarter of a. mile. Amidst the 
guard outBide that part of the prison where fall of timber and the crashing of roofs was 

the attack was to be made. Perhaps the heard the screams of women and children, the 
authorities thought it probable that the letter groans and ""clamatioDB of wounded men. 
was & rUBe; but they should have remem- Fifty-two persons, some of them too aged to 
bered the consequences of leaving the prison be able to make much effort to escape, and 
van at Man~h ter" to be guarded by only a othe ... mer. infants, were serio~y injured, 
few constables armed, against a strong party and had to be conveyed to hospItals. One 
of Fenians . revolvers. I 'was killed on the 8pOt, and four others, in· 
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eluding a little gir~ who Was fearfully burnt 
and lacerated, died during the night. It was 
said that forty poor women, who were about 
to become mothers, gave premature birth to 
children, twenty of whom die,d. immediately. 

The crime produced universal horror, but it 
was regarded less with fear than with detes~ 
tation. The fact is worth noting that some 
military officers :w-ho visited the ruins were of 

opinion that the explosion was caused not by 
gunpowder, but by Bome more powerful 8ub~ 
stance, such as nitro-glycerine. One of the 
staves of the barrel was found on the roof of 
a house sixty yards distant from the spot 
where the explosion took place. Two meD and 

a woman were arrested by police constables, 
assisted by some by - standers, immediately 
after the explosion. One of the men na.med 

·Allen had been loitering about the prison, and 
had been seen by the chief warder on the top 
of one of the neighbouring houses. The 
woman had been accustomed to visit the 
prisoner Casey while he was under remand, 
and had taken him his dinner that very day. 
When Burke and Casey were afterwards 
brought up to the police court on remand, 
Dr. "Kenealy, a barrister whose name was 

afterwards to be notoriously associated with 
another trial, and who had been retained for 
their defence, at once abandoned their case, 
since, though he did not believe that they 
were themselves parties to the crime which 
had been committed, some of those who had 
instructed him on their behalf prohably wers, 
and he could no longer continue to represent 
them. 

Public subscriptions were made for the 
sufferers by the explosion, and mnch indigna. 
tiOD was manifested. The perpetrators were 
brought up on a charge of wilful murtler, and 
remanded for further evidence. Rewards 
were offered for the apprehension of the man 
who actually fired the match. On the 15th of 
January, 1868, two men were a.rrested at 
Glasgow for nu1awfully using firearms on the 
Green. On being taken before & magistrate 
they were discovered to be prominent mem
bers of the Fenian conspiracy, and were sent 
to London in custodyo On arriving there 
they were identified for being con~rned in 

the Clmokenwell outrage, and one of them
Barrett-was distinctly sworn to as the man 
who fired the barrel The capitsl ch.:i-ge Wag 

proved against him, and he was executed, the 
othe-rs being sentenced to terms of imprison
ment. There was, ,of course, much public 
excitement, and aU kinds of rumours kept 
men's minds in a state of suspicion and alarm. 
Only a week before the Clerkenwell explosion 
Her Majesty's Theatre was almost entirely 
destroyed by fire, and the hous .. in the Opera 
Arcade, and those in Pall Mall, were seriously 
injured. The fi~es were seen at '8; great dis
tance, and though the fireI!len used every effort 
the building was burned out, and property to 
the value of £12,000, including scenery painted 
by Telbin, Grieve, and Callcott, was consumed, 
along with the grand organ, which cost £800. 
Madame Tietjens, the famous singer, lost 
jewelry to the value of £1000, and some 
very valuable pictures were consumed in the 
galleries of Mr. Graves, the print-seller, in 
Pall Mall This fire originated with the 
ovet:heating of ~ome fiues, but for a time any 
Buch occurrence added to the popular agita.
tion, which had unhappily been justified by 
evidence of the malignant intentions of Irish 
conspirators. On the 17th of December there 
came news of the explosion of a quantity of 
nitro-glycerine, which had been taken from 
Newcastle to Newcastle Moor, there to be 
thrown into a waste gully. This substance was 
declared on inquiry only to have been intend~d 
for manufacturing purposes, but it was re

moved, in accordance with the law, because of 
the danger of leaving it in the midst of the 
town. In attempting to dispose of it the sub
stan .. exploded, and a policeman and the two 
carters who conveyed itto the moor were blown 
to pieces; the town-surveyor, who accompanied 
it, was so injured that he died shortly after

wards; and the sheriff, who was also p~sent, 
was seriously hurt. 

Nitro~glycerine,· or, as it was also ca.11ed, 
blasting oil, was in use in the Welsh slate
quarries and in mining and blasting opera
tions. It was causing some uneasiness. Not 
long before, a ship in which a quantity of it 
formed part of the cargo, had exploded at an 
American port, and with such violenoe that 
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the vessel was destroyed, 8. number of lives 
were lost, and the pier or breakwater was 
wrecked. It was noticed, too, that the bodies 
of the dead did not present the appearance of 
having been burned or scalded. 

The Newcastle Moorexplosion wasnot shown 
to have any connection with the Fenian plots j 
but there were too many offences with which 
they were obviously associated, and reports 
were made almost daily of secret meetings in 
London under pretence of U rafBing" watches 

or on other-pretexts. At Queenstown a party 
of ~enians seized a Ma.rlello tower occupied by 
two coastguardsmen aud carried off a qU&Iltity 

of gunpowder. In Cork during daylight and 
in a. frequented thoroughfare eight Fenians en
tered a gnnamith's ,hop and etole a large quan
tity of gunpowder and a number of revolvers. 
It was sca.rcely surprising that some ca.la.mities 
which were evidently accidents were at first 
connee;ted in the public imagination with the 
conspiracy which was working 80 much mis
chief. The blowing up of Hall's powder-mills 
at Favenham on the 2Rth of December, 1867, 
was of this kind. Three of the huildings there 
were destroyed in' Buccession, and no explana.
tion of the cause of the accident could be ob
tained. It had commenced in the ~I corning» 
mill, and that w .. all that could be known, for 
all the eleven men who might have expla.ined 
it were blown to atoms j it was feared the 
whole building and msga.zine would perish, 
for the powder in the glaring-house lay in 
heaps, and the walls (iii>: feet thick) werehealoed 
and much shaken. 

The Fenian atrocities, however, were apart 
from such accidents, nor did they create an 
actual panic. An enormous procession in 
Dublin in memory of the Manchester mur
derers increased the feeling of resentment. 
People in the large towne begsn to show some
thing of that dogged determina.tion which is a 
British characteristic, and is usually dangerous 
to conspirators and 8f¥!2spins. In London a 
considerable number of men of all ranks at
tended at Guildhall to be sworn in as special 
constables. It was 8. time of much distress 
and hardship among the poor, and injl,\ries 
like those .. u,ed by the ruffians who had 
apparently taken the lead of the Irish poli-

tical associations were an additional grievance 
and aroused feelings of abhorrence. 

These feelings were soon afterwards inten
eified by telegraphic deeparehe, which seemed 
to show that even in our colonies the insane 
-wickedness of the confederates might be un~ 
expectedly revealed. The Duke of Edinburgh 
had proceeded on a voyage aboard the Galatea 
to the Australian colonies, to which ,he had 
agreed to pay a visi~ On the 12th of March 
he was making excursions in New South 
Wales, and while at Sydney had agreed to 
attend a picnic at a place called Clontarf. 
The entertainment had been proposed partly 
in his honour; but advantage was taken of 
the occasion to make subscriptions to the 
funds of a .. ilora' home. Soon after his ar
rival, and in view of a large number of 
people assembled there, the prince was .tand
ing talking to Sir William Manning, while 
the governor and the lord chief-juetice of tbe 
colony stood close by. A man was seen .sad~ 
deoly to raise a revolver, with which he took 
deliberate aim and fired one barrel, the ball 
from which struck the prince. His royal high
ness fell forward on hands and knees, exclajm~ 
ing that his hack was broken. Sir Willism 
Manning made a dash at the ........m, who 
threatened him with the revolv8!, to avoid the 
shot from which Sir William stooped, and in 
doing so lost his balance and fell. The vi1lain 

pulled the trigger, but the second shot did not 
explode, and a third entered the ground; for 
at tha.t moment his hauds were seized and his 
arms pinioned by & person named Vial, who 
held him till he could be secured. The con
cusSion of the ball, which struck the prince 
just behind the right rihe, made the injury 
feel more serious than it turned out to be, the 
hullet having traversed the cou .... of the ribs 
superficially, and lodged at no grest depth ir. 
the muscle of the abdomen. He was conveyed 
to his tent, and though he had lost much 
blood and suffered from the ehock, he felt well 
enough to send out a message to the persons 
assembled, .. ying that he was not much hurt, 
and should be better presently. Farrell, who 
barely escaped being lynched, waemuchmauled 
and buffeted. Alter his apprehension it was 
reported that h. Wf'I the agsnt of a Fenian 
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conspiracy, and this suspicion was to a con~ 
Biderabl. extent supported by the statement 
of the prisoner himself, who said that he had 
written an address to the people of Ireland, 
and bad eent it to the printers of two Irish 
publications, implying that he was one of an 
organization. He declared, however, that 
there was no truth in this, and that no one 
but himself was concerned in the attempt, for 
which he seemed to be penitent. 

The- prinoe soon began to recover from his 
wound, but was advised to leave the colony, 
the relaxing climate of which at that oeason 
was unfavourable. Before he left he called on 
the governor to intercede for the maD who 
had endeavoured to shoot him; but ~arrell 
was afterwards tried and executed, the gov
ernor probably thinking that if he went un
puriished there would be some serious dis

turbance. 
If any proof had been needed that the mem

be ... of the royal family did not distrnet the 
Irish people, but believed in their loyalty and 
honour in spite of the evil counsels of Fenian 
conspirators and their wretched followers, it 
would bave been found in the fact that the 
Prince and Princess of Wales went on a visit 

to Ireland on the 15th of April, landed at 
Kingeton, and proeeeded by road in an open 
ca.rriage to Dublin, where they were received 
with enthusiasm. They afterwards visited 
Puncheetown Races, and on the 18th· the 
prince was inaugurated a Knightof st. Patrick. 
One object of the visit of the prince was to 
unveil the statue of Burke, and during th~ir 
Btay they made a round of visits and joined in 
a series of entertainments without displaying 
apprehension, and with a just reliance on the 
good faith and good-will of the population. 
But the ditliculty was still there, the difficulty 
of removing from the government of Ireland 
thoae inequalities which had grown into bitter 
wronga, and had justified politieal combina.
tions and confederations, which, if they are 
made in secret, too often grow into conspi
racies. In the names of such secret lOCi&

ties offences are often committed, and crimes 
are perpetrated for which thsre can be nothing 
but at-ern condemnation. 

Speaking in Lancashire",f the condition of 
VOL" IV. 

the country with regard to Irish affairs and 
the evil that bad been wrought by Fenian 
outrages, Mr. Gladelone, referring to wbat 
they had seen during the last few weeks, said 
tbat in the preaent elate of the public mind, 
after occurren ... eo wicked and deteetable, he 
wished to urge upon the public and upon him
eelf theee two fundamental .. utions-first, 
that in considering thoae outrag .. theyehould 
endeavoUr to preserve an equal temper and 
perfect self-command; the eecond was that 
they should not confound the cause of Fenian
ism with the cause of Ireland. 
Lenieney to political offenders he believed to 
be alike wise and just; but he altogether 
denied-and he was speaking now not of per
eons but of acte-that aeta ouch as they bad 
lately seen were entitled to the partial im
munitiee and lenieney that ought to be grsnted 
to offences properly political. He knew not 
whom it might. please or whom it might 
offend; but his conviction was that there was 

a deep moral taint and degradation in the 
thing which was called Fenianism. He ..... 
rived at that conclusion when the Fenian 

invasion of Canada took place. Canada w .. 
notoriously and perfectly gniltleee in respect 
to Ireland; and he eaid that to carry fire and 
SWOM within her bordem merely because it 

was dreamed or suppoeed that through Canada 
80medisgrace orwound might be inflicted upon 
England, was the very height and depth of 
human wickedness and baseness. 

It was, to .. y the least, a matter of aadness 
that, after six hundred y ..... of politieal con
nection with Ireland, tha.t union' of heart and 

spirit which was absolutely necessary for the 
welfare of that country had not yet been 
brought about. Itwas impossibletoexaggerate 
that fact or the grsvity of the reeponsibility 
which it brought to the government of tbie 
country. There was no doubt that, even as 
matters stood, the~ was a great improvement 
upon the past. Civil rights bad been extended; 
odious penalties had been removed j reIigioos 
distinctions that formerly existed had been 
effaced, and a better and. a milder epirit had 
recently taken possession of British legislation 
with regard to Ireland. At the aame time, if 
we wished to place ourselves in a condition to 

80 
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grapple with the Irish problem as it ought to 
be grappled with, there was but one way to 
do it-to suppose ourselves in the position of 
Irishmen, and then say honestly whether we 
would be satisfied with the state of things that 
now existed. 

Nearly thirty yeara had elapsed since (in 
1838) the great grievance of the tithe system 
in Ire!aDd ~ been mitigated by the conver
sion of tithe into a rent-charge payable by the 
landlord. It was thirty-five years since the 
church U cess" (which in E~gland was called 
church-rate) had been totally abolished; but 
one of the most conspicuous complaiIrts of the 
Irish people was that a Proteetant church had 
been established and imposed upon them, and 
was maintained even in districts where, ex
cept the clergyman, his family, and his officere, 
all the inhabitants were Roman Catholica 
After three hundred yean of trial since the 
establiehment of the Proteetant church in 
Irela.nd not above one-seventh or one-eighth 
of the people of Ireland were Proteetants of 
the Established Church. It is not to be won
dered at that this grievance rankled, nor that 
the adoption of a plan of general education in 
Ireland ehould have been I ... succesaful be
cause of the opposing elaims of the clergy. In 
Ulster the proportion of Roman Catholic and 
Protestant children in the N .tiona! Schools 
were about in proportion to the number of 
each denomination in the population; but the 
same proportion does not seem to have been 
maintained in the southern portion of the 
island. Not only waa the Irish Church a source 
of perpetual discontent, but the injustice of the 
laws under which land w .. held by tenants in 
the BOuthern portion of Ireland were such 
as to arouse the bitter feeling of the popula
tion. Nearly a century before, Grattan had 
spoken of Ireland as "a people ill governed, 
and a government ill ,obeyed," and in his 
speeches in the Irish parliament, had described 
the hardahipe suffered by cottagers who were 
forced to pay tith .. for their potatoes till they 
were left in a state of impoverishment, ruin, 
and despair. In 1783 Grattan &aid, .. In 
three·fourths of this kingdom potato"", pay 
no tithe; in the BOUth they not only pay, but 
pay most heavily. They pay frequently in 

proportion to the poverty and helplessness of 

the countrymen. • • . What so galling, what 
so inflammatory as the comparative view of 
the condition of his majesty's subjects in one 
pert of the kingdom and the other I In one 
part their sustenance is free, and in the other 
tithed in the greateet degree; ao that a grazier 
coming from the we:st to the south shall in~ 
form the latter that with him neither potatoes 
nor hay are tithed; and a weaver coming from 
the north shall inform the south that in his 
country neither potatoes nor Ilax are tithed, 
and thus are men, in the present unequal and 
unjust state of things, taught to repine, not 
only by their intercourse with the pastor, but 
with one another." 

This condition of things was abolished along 
with tithe and cese, and the Encumbered 
Estatee Acts, brought in by Sir Robert Pee~ 
tended to ameliorate the condition of la.nd~ 

holders; but it took long even partially to undo 
the ill government of four hundred yeaI'St still 
longer unhappily does it take to apply healing 
remedies to old and deep wounds, 8Jld to con
vince the Irish people that apperently tardy 
governments have been anxious to repair the 
injuries inflicted during the four centuries 
from 1430 to 1829, when the evil policy was, 
as Earl Russell &aid, to check the industry, to 
repress the manufactures, to peraecute the 
religion, and to confiscate the rights of the 
Irish people. 

1lhe Catholic Relief Act of 1829, the aboli
tion of cess and tithes, the extension of the 
poor-laws to Ireland in 1838, and acts for the 
sale of encumbered estates, which put an end 
to a large amount of pauperism and misery, 
ware all efforts to promote the equality and 
to remedy the wrongs of Ireland. The Church 
of Ireland had been freed from many abu ... ; 
a system of national education had. been ex
tended and improved; and on more than one 
occasio~ the position of the Irish Church had 
been threatened. It waa discussed in 1835, 
inquired into in 1838, but wsa not yet dis
establiehed and di.endowed. Again, to quote 
Earl Ruaaell, "Truth and justice in Englanc 
make sure but slow progress; parliamentary 
reform caused great agitation in 1780, but it 
was not carried till 1832j the slave-trade pl"O-
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yoked much indignation in 1780, but it was 
not abolished till 1807. Meaaures to promote 
free·trade were proposed in 1823; but the 
work was not completed till 1862, even if it 
can be said to have been then."gomplete. The 
corporation and test laws were repealed in 
1828; the edifice of religiooaliberty waa only 
completed by the admission of J eWl! to par
liament &to a later time.JJ 

The claims on behalf of p-eiand were still 
that the country should be released from the 
burden of an alien church, that a system of 
education should be provided suitable for the 
condition of the people, and that there should 
be a legal acknowledgment of the rights of 
tenants to profit byanch improvements 8S they 
might have made in their holdings, and to 
enjoy & more equitable mode of tenure. 

The land question was in reality the most 
important, and it had been associated with 
much of the crime that needed to be repressed 
or punished. 

We should not lose sight of the fact, that 
while in one part-of the kingdom the tenants 

mostly held their land on equitable terms, 
and could claim something like adequately 
adjusted reward for improvements; in the 
other there was neither inducement to labour 
nor reward for the results of knowledge and 
experience. 

It may have been the case that the tenant 
rights granted in Ulster, and known as the 
Ulster right or custom, could not be entirely 
applicable to neglected and unprofitsble lands 
in other places. One reason for ita not being 
so applicable was, that the tenants were too 

impoverished to make improvements which 
needed agricultural implement&, proper fences, 
and the ordinary appliances of farm-work. 
To raise the wretched crops from their ne
glected unfenced patches, they only scratched 
the surface of the ground, or at the best kept 
part of it in cultivation by spade and hoe. 
What hope could there be for an agricultural 
::ountry where the people who had to live on 
the land, and by what it produced, held their 
plots or fa.rms a.t the pleasure of the landlords 
or their agent 1 The Ulster n custom," which 
had the effect of law, recognized the claim of 
the tenant to 1lD.disturbed possession as long 

as he paid his rent, and if he gave up his 
holding entitled him to compensation for un
exhausted improvements. It also enabled 
him to sell the good.will of his farm to anyone 
whom the landlord was willing to a.ccept as a 
tenant. In fact he poSBeSged to a great extent 
the privileges of a farmer holding his land on 
a long lease. 

In Ulster there was comparative prosperity, 
for the holder of land profited by his own 
industry. His improvements had a market 
value, even after he had reaped some of the 
benefit from them. In the south, lind wher· 
ever the tenants were little more than tenants 
at wil~ the cdndition of the people was 
wretched, and their nelds were negle~ 
In such 8. condition it was not very surprising 
that they hecame the prey of political agitators, 
or that they were ready to defy the law, which 
they believed, from bitter experience, was cal
culated rather to supprees than to protect or 
encourage them. It is not necessary to con
tend that the Ulster custom would not have 
worked to equal advantage among a people 
different in character and temperament to 
those of a province colonized or chiefly colon
ized by men of another race. The experi
ment was not made, and the inequality was 
therefore indefensible. Neither industry nor 
thrift could well be expected of people to 
whom the inducements to improve their posi
tion had'been denied. The increased cultiva
tion of their land, they too often had reason 
to believe, would be followed hy the raisiug 
of their rents-the improvements that they 
could contrive to make in it might be liable 
to confiscation by the landowner in favour of 
another tenant who would offer higher terms 
for occupation. That was the condition of the 
peasant landholder j and it was no answer to 

the complaints against it that a number, of 
the proprietors of the soil acted with reason
able fairness, and ~either exacted exorbitant 
rentals nor permitted the unjust eviction of 
their tenant&. There was no law giving 
actual security of tenure. The alleged rights 
of property in the soil have many a time stood 
in the way of just legislation in Eugland .. 
well as in Ireland, and have frustrated the 
attempts of honest and earnest statesmen to 
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deliver the holder and cultiv.tor of the land 
from the position of .. tenant on sufferance. 
The landholder in Ireland WruJ in fact living 
under something of a feudal law, as the tenure 
waa much the same as that granted by the 
conqueror to the tiller of the ground. Hun
dreds of years before, conquest had given a 
kind of title to restrict the tenure to a mere 
privilege, and there had been no law pasaed to 
alter that state of things. At a remote period 
there had been open war; the victors had taken 
possession of the land; the vanquished could 
therefore only be tenants at will Generations 
had pasaed-land had changed hands by pnr
chase or otherwise-tena.nts· had come and 
gone. All was altered but the feudal tennre. 
Government had failed to aecnre tbe holders 
of land against the asaertion of an obsolete 
authority. Some of the holders listened to 

the evil counsel that a remedy might be found 
in a conspirsey to defy the government, to 
refuse both rent and possession of the la.nd, 
and to ....... in.te landlords who took steps to 
recover either. 

In 1666 Mr. Gladstone and Earl Rnsse\l 
were together in Italy, and there they dis
cusaed the question of the Established Chnrch 
in Ireland. U I fonnd that he was as little 
disposed as I was to maintain Protestant 
ascendency in Ireland, IJ wrote the earl in his 
RecollectioM, .. and from that time I judged 
that this great question would be safer in his 
hands than in mine. IJ 

This a.nd some subsequent remarks seem to 

show that it was to bring forward a measure 
on the disestablishment and disendowment of 
the Irish Chnrch that Mr. Gladstone took the 
place of the earl as leader of the House of 
Commons. 

Ob the retirement of Lord Derby Mr. Dis
meli had been commanded to form a new 
administration. The only changes that were 
made, however, were the appointment of 
Lord Cairns as lord-chancellor in place of 
Lord Chelmaford, and that of Mr. WaM 
Hunt to the chancellorship of the e.zchequer, 
Mr. Disrseli, of oouno, becoming first lord of 

the tr ... ury. 
It was not till the end of February, 1866, 

that the Dew ministry was formed, and whelP 
in Mareh Parliament had eettled to busineos, 
Mr. John Francis Maguire proposed that the 
house should resolve itself into a committee 
to take into immediate consideration the con
dition of Ireland. The debate that ensued 
showed that the government was not prepared 
to indicate any distinct policy on the subjeet. 
It was evident that the question of the Irish 
Chnrch must he brought forward, and the 
ministry was not prepared to yield to the 
demands that would be made. 

Lord Mayo, the secretary for Ireland, spok .. 
of the wisdo:r;n of U levelling up" instead of. 
levelling down, and .ppea.i-ed to suggest that 
religious equality should be secnred by sup
porting the various denomina.tions, but it was 

Dot represented that he uttered the opinions 
of the government, and the resolutions of Mr. 
Maguire were opposed dnring a debate which 
lasted for three nights. Mr. Gladstone in the 
course of the discussion had, in referring to· 
the Irish Church, mentioned the word dis
establishment, and the .pplause with which 
the expl'f'..ssion had been received was signifi
cant,-ao significant that Mr. Disrseli, wh<> 
followed him, declared his determination to 
resist with all his power any attempts that 
might be made to overthrow the Established 
Chnrch in Ireland, and in his argoment main
tained the inseparable alliance betweenchnrch 
and state. 

On the fourth night a decisive blow was 
strock. Mr. Gladstone unhesitatingly declared 
his opinion that the Established Chnrch in 
~land must cease to exist as an institution 
upheld by the state. Religions equality mnst 
be established, difficult as it might be, but 
not on the principle of levelling up. His 
object also was to promote the loyalty and 
union of the Irish peaple, but it was idle and 
mocking to use words unless they could be sus
tained by the unreserved devotion of definite 
efforts. "If we are prudent men, I hope we 
shall endeavour 88 fa.r 88 in us lies to make 
some provision for a contingent, a doubtful, 
and probably a dangerous future. If we be 
chivalrous men, I trust we sha.ll endeavour to 
wipe away all those stains which the civilized 
world has for ages seen, or seemed to see, OD 
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~he shield of England in her treatment of 
Ireland. H we be compassionste men, I hope 
we shall DOW, once for all, listen to the ~e of 
woe which comes from her, and the reality of 
which, if not its justice, is,testified by the 
·continuous migra.tion of her people:-that we 
.shall endeavour to 

, Raze out the written troublea from her brain, 
Pluck from her memory the rooted eorrow.· 

But, above all, if we be just men, we shall go 
·forward in the nsme of truth and right, hear
ing this in mind-tha.t, when the case is proved 
.a.nd the hour is come, justice delayed is justice 
.denied." 

The government was unprepared for this 
""dden declaration, and Mr. Disraeli com
pla.i.oed that at the very outset of their duties 
·the new ministry should be called upon to deal 
with a diJIiculty, all the elements of which had 
existed while Mr. Gladstone, who had been 
.converted by Mr. Bright a.nd the philoeophers, 
was himself in office. 

The majority of the house was, however, 
manifestly in favour of the propoeal to bring 
the question forward without delay, and Mr. 
Maguire having withdrawn his proposition, 
Mr. Gladstone lost no time in presenting to 
-them the following resolutions, to be moved 
-in committee of the whole house:-" 1. That 
in the opinion of this house it is necessary 
that the Established Church of Ire1a.nd should 
.cease to exist as an establishment, due regard 
being had to all personal interests and to all 
individual rights of property. 2. That, eub
ject to the foregoing consideratioDs, it is ex
pedient to prevent the creation of new personal 
interests by the exercise of any public pa.tron
.age, and to confine the OPeJ.'&tiOIlS of the 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners of Ireland to 
.objects of immediate neceaity, or involving 
individual rights, pending the final decision 

<of parliament. 3. That an humble address 
be presented to her msjesty, p\'&ying that., 
with 8. view to the purposes aforesaid, her 
majesty will be grMiously pleaeed to place at 
the dispoeal of parliament her interesl in the 
temporalitiea, in archbishoprics, bishoprics, 
and other ecclesiastical dignities and benefices 

in Ireland and in the custody thereof" 
When it was propoeed to bring these reso-

IutiollS before the house in committee, Lord 
Sta.n1ey moved, U That this house, while ad
mitting that considerable inodi6catious of the 
temporalities of the united church in Ireland 
may, after the pending inquiry, appear to 
be expedient, is of opinion that any propo
sition tending to the disestablishment or dis· 
endo~entofthatchurChoughttober~ved 

for the decision of the new parliament. n He 
advocated this resolution on the ground that 
it would leave the parliament, which would be 
elected by the enlarged constituencies under 
the new Reform Bill, free and unfettered; but 
Mr. Gladstone was !lot slow to note that the 
admissions involved. in such a resolution were 

a decisive proof that the uays of the Irish 
Church were numbered. In one part of his 
powerful address he denied that the existence 
of that church was necessary for the main
tenance of Protestantism in Ireland. Though 
the census of 1861 showed a amall proportion
ate increase of Protestants, the rate of con
version was so small that it would take 1500' 
or 2000 years to effect an entire c.onversion 
if it went on at the same rate. The final 
arrangements in this ,matter might be left to 
a reformed parJisment, but he propoeed that 
they should prevent by legislation, this ses
sion, the growth of a new crop of vested 
interests. 

Lord Cranborne spoke with bitter emphasis 
against "the propoasl of Lord Stsuley, which 
had received the support of the ministry, and 

after events showed that his attack was not 
unjustifiable. The amendment, he esiel, was 
ambiguous; it either indicated no policy at a1~ 
or ,a policy which the ministry was afraid to 
a.vow. The leader of the opposition offered 

them a. policy, the foreign secretary offered 
them a paltry excuse for delay. The attitude 
assumed by ministers was neither wise, firm, 
nor creditable. The a.mendinent was· too 
clever by half. He was prepared to meet the 
resolution of :Mr. Gladstone by a direct negar
tive, but not to support an amendment to gain 
time a1).d keep the cards in the hands of minis
ters to shuflle just as convenience or exigency 
might suggest. 

Mr. Gathorne Hardy followed on the next 
evening with a speech which deeply impressed 
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the house by its eloquence and earnestness. 
It was probably as powerful an appeal as 
could well have been made for the mainten
anee of the Established Church in Ireland, the 
cry against which he declared was a party 
cry. TWa declaration failed to strengthen 
even if it did Dot injure the cause he was 
advocating. Mr. Bright replied to one por
tion of it by saying that the Episcopal Church 
in Ireland, eo far from having made Catholics 
Protestants, had made Catholics more in
tensely ROman than they were in any other 
country of Europe-

Mr. Lowe attacked the ministry and their 
policy with effective criticism. The attempt 
to link together the Irish and the EngliBh 
Chnrch was like that of the tyrant Mezentius, 
who fastened a dead to a living body. The 
effect would be not to revive the dead but to 

kill the living. The Irish Chnrch was founded 
on injustice, on the dominant rights of the 
few over the many, and should not stand. It 
was called a missionary church, but if eo its 
mission was not fulfilled. As a missionary 
church it had failed utterly; like some exotic 
brought from a far country, with infinite 
pa.ins and useless trouble, it was kept alive 
with difficulty and expen&e in an ungrateful 
climate and an ungeniaJ eoiL 

Mr. DiBraeli roee to reply. There had been 
much that was personal in the reJnaru of 
Lord Cranborne, much that was pungent and 
irritating in the apeech of Mr. Lowe, and with 
hia knowledge of the political atmoaphere he 
must also have felt that he was lighting 
against almost certain defeat; but he could 
fight for a lost cause, and in retreat, with as 
much courage and address as most men dis
play when they are advancing to victory. He 
turned sharply upon Lord Cranborne, who, 
he said, was at no time wanting in imputing 
to the government unworthy motives. The 
noble lord waa a man of great talent, and there 
was great vigour in hia langoage and no want 
of vindictiveness ;-"1 admit that now, speak. 
ing as & critic, and not perhaps as an impartial 
one, I must say I think it wanta finish. Con
sidering that the noble lord has studied the 
subject, and that he -has written anonymous 
artiel .. agaiust me before and since I was hiB 

colleague,-I do not know whether he wrote 

them when I waa hia colleagoe,-l think it 
might have been accomplished more ad un

guem." The references to Lord Cranborne's 
contributiollS to the Quarterly Review and 
other periodicals was telling, nor was the re

tort upon Mr. Lowe ]689 so. "What is more 
remarkable than hia learning and hia logic, iB 
that power of spontaneous aversion which par
ticularly characterizes him. . _ . He bate. 
the working-c1asaea of England- He hate. 
the Roman Catholics of Ireland; he hate. 
the Proteetants of Ireland. He bate. her 
majesty's ministers; and until the right hon
ourable gentleman, the member' for South 
Lancaahire, placed hia hand upon the ark, he 
seemed almost to hate the right honourable 
gentleman for South Lancashire.» TWa was 
in the characteristic vein of the Disraeli of a 
good many years before,and perhape the house 
was reminded of thooe days, for when the 
speaker went on to say that he had never 
attacked anyone in his life, there arose cries 
of "Oh! oh!)) and "Peel;" but when silence 
was regained the sentence concluded with, 
"unless I was first assa.iled." It was good 
heavy fencing of a sort j but what followed 
was more serious than fencing. He was, it 
may be auppoeed, thinking of the disposi
tion of Irish Church endowments or grants 
which were under the royal authority when 
he intimated that hiB opponents were, he 
believed, about to seize upon the supreme 
authority of the realm, and announced that 
he would to the utmost of hia ability oppoae 
their attempt. 

Mr. Gladatone afterwa.rda said that there 
were portione of thia apeech which appeared 
to be due to the influence of a heated imagi
nation; and the same explanation might have 
been given to a subsequent declaration made 
by Mr. Diarae!i, that there were symptoms ol' 
a conspiraey between High Chureh ritualists 
and biah RomaniBts,-a confederney in the 
banda of which the Liberation Society was a 
mere instrument. These representations. the 
_ of which was made on the last night 
of the debate, were repeated with the remark 
about the Liberation Society, in a letter to a 
clergyman (one of Mr. Disrae\i'. coustituenta) 
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who had asked for an explanation of the as
sertion made to the house. 

That they were intended to apply personally 
to Mr. Gladstone cannot be safeIy assumed, but 
that a good many people di~ so apply them 
can scareely be doubted. -

The .. goment, that if the proposed plans for 
disestablishment should be adopted, nearly 
two-thirds of the property of the Irish Chureh 
would remain in the hands of its ministers, and 
that they would be pl"""d in a position as free 
as those of anydissentingbodyinEngIand,pro
hably had some effect. Lord StauIey's amend
ment was lost by a majority of 61. The mo
tion for going into committee was gained by 
a majority of 56, among whom were five Con

servatives; seven Liberals voting a.gainst it. 
The majority in & house where only 33 votes 
were wanting was 1&rger than had been anti
cipated. The Liberal party was remarkably 
united. lArge meetings were held in various 
parts of the country; ODe at St. James's Hall, 
at which Earl Russell presided, was eoMi
dered of great importance. 

It may be mentioned that, in opposition to 

the proposed measure, various personal accusa
tions were brought against Mr. Gladstone, to 
the effect, that when at Rome he made 8J.T&D.ge-

menta with the pope to destroy the chureh 
establishment in Ireland, and to make other 
changes, he being a Roman Catholic at heart: 
that he had publicly condemned all support 
to the clergy in the three kingdoms from 
church or public funds: that when at Bal
moral he refused to attend her majesty at 
Crathie ChUl-cb: that he received the thanks 
of the pope for his proceedings respeeting the 
Irish Chureh: that he was a member of a 
High Church ritualistic congregation. U These 
statements, one and ~IJ wrote Mr. Gladstone, 
in a letter to the public journals, "are untrue 

in letter and in spirit, from the beginning to 
the end." 

The Easter vacation arrived, and the mea
sures which were to have been brought for-
ward by the government were svspended. 

When the house again met some of the busi
n .... was pushed on, the budgst waa brought 
forward, the resulta of the Abyssinian war 
were announced, and the ministry gave no 

sign of their intentions. After eleven nights' 
discussion a division took pJ.a.ce" on Mr. Glad
stone's first resolution, and the majority against 
the government was 65. Mr. Disraeli then 
stated that this vote of the committee a.ltered 
the relations between the government and the 
house. After a.n adjournment the house was 
informed that he had waited on the queen 
and tendered the resignation of the ministry, 
at the same time advising her majesty, that 

though the representatives of the. existing 
constituencies were, no doubt, as morally com
petent to decide the question of t1>,e disestab
lishment of the Irish Church as the represen
tatives of the new constituencies would be, it 
was the opinion of ministers that efforts should 
be made to appea.l to the new constituencies. 

The position was this. If parliament were 
immediately dissolved the new elections would 
be those of the constituencies already existing, 

beca~ the provisions of the new reform. bill 
had Dot been brought into operation; the re
sult of this would be that the new pa.rliament 
would cease after a few months of existence. 

Thus the miniStry would be able to press for
ward government measures, with the alter
native, that if they were defeated, an. imme
diate dissolution would have the effect of neces
sitating two general elections within a very 

short period. 
The tactics of the ministry were condemned 

by the opposition as being unconstitutional, 
and it was contended, that after such obvious 

defeatS they should have resigned without 
recommending a dissolution. Much sharp 
questioning as to the statements made' to the 

queen ensued; but it need scarcely be said 
that Mr. Disraeli was not led into admissions 
that would implicate the government. He 
had, temporarily, what is commonlycalled lithe 
whip hand" of the house, but though the min
istryrecorded theirstrongopposition to the two 
remaining resolutions on the Irish Church, no 
division took place, and both were carried. 

It is no new experience, that when the 
Liberal party appears to be having all its own 
way it begins to fall asunder. The reason is 
not far to seek. The independence of thought 
which is its boast is often fatal to that cohesion, 



264 GLADSTONE AND HIS CONTEMPORARIES. 

we might even say to that loyalty to ita leaders, 
which is essentia.l to secure the success of mea
sur .. which it has been most earnest in pr0-

moting. 
No sooner had Mr. Gla.dstone's resolutions 

been carried than a Scotch member, Mr. 
Aytoun, persisted in proposing, as a distinct 
supplementary provision, that the Maynooth 
grant and the Regium Donum should be dis
continued. The grant to the Irish College of 
Maynooth had been a well.gnawed boneof con
tention for many yea.ra, because the extreme 
Protestants of the house had grumbled over it 
during successive Be89iona, contending that it 
was in effect an endowment of the Romiah 
Church. It had been originally conceded ae 
a oontribution towards the secular education of 
youtbe who were intended for the Irish priest
hood, and who would, therefore, be teachers of 
the people. The queetion, it was argued, lay 
between helping them to acquire the know
ledge that would enable them to be intelligent 
members of society, or leaving them almost as 
ignorant as the people over whom they were 
to exert not only spiritual but social influence. 
These were the grounds on which the grant 
was defended, and ita appropriation was, at 
all events to some exten~ guarded in accord
ance with the principle on which it had been 
voted j but the-very fact of giving money for 
the support of a Romm Catholic college was 
regerded by many ae a direct encouragement 
of Papacy. 

The Regium Donum had existed from the 
time of Charlea 11., and was a grant of money 
from the crown for the support of Presby
terian ministers in Ireland. James II. discon
tinued it, but it was revived by William III., 
who made it &. charge upon the customs of 
Belfast. 

In vain did Mr. Glndotone explain that both 
these grants would be dealt with when the 
whole scheme was under consideration. Mr. 
Aytoun and thoee who agreed with him re
fused to leave the ma.tter to any general &ro. 

"rangement. The house was in an uproar. 
Amidst the shouts and exclamations of con
tending disputants the occupants of the min
isterial bench .. departed and left their op

,JIOIlenta to fight it out.' kmidet continued 

yells and violent denunciations Mr. Disraeli 
returned, and sardonically obeerved that it 
was juet what he had expected; the gentlemen 
on the opposite side were quarrelling over tIuJi,r 

booty. The........", added another disoordant 
element to the scene; and at last, with con
siderable difficulty, a rider wae added to the 
propositions, thatwhen legislative elfect should 
be given to the first resolution it would be 
right and neoesaary that the grant to May
nooth and the Regium Donum should be dis
continued, due regerd being had to all per
sonal interests. 

The amount repreeented by theee two granta 
was about a million and a quarter. 

The position which the ministry had taken 
had ita effect in urging the house to deal 
promptly with deferred bills. The navy esti
mates, three months overdue, were passed, and 
it was necesea.ry to hurry the Scotch Reform 
Bill before the dieeolution. It was propoeed 
to increase the number of membe1'8 of parJ.ia.
ment in order to give Scotland a fair ah&re in 
the representation; but there was a general. 
impression that there were already too many 
members j and Mr. Baxter moved that before 
the house went into committee on the bill 
there should be an instruction to the com
mittee that they should have power to dis
franchise Englieh boroughe which the ceneue 
returns of 1861 showed had fewer than 5000 
inbebitants. This would disfranchise ton 
boroughs, and was in direct oppoeition to Mr. 
Disraeli'a declaration that the reform bill of 
1867 would not disfranchiee a eingle borongh. 
Sir B. Knightley therefore moved that the 
ton eeeta required for Scotland should be ob
tained by taking a eeet from every borough 
whose population was below 12,000, a motion 
which Mr. Disraeli warmly eupported. On 
the division this motion was defeated by 217 
votes to 196, and a subsequent proposition 
made by Mr. Bouverie, that the rate-paying 
claueee should be struck out ae regerded Scot
land, was aleo pasaed by a majority of 22vote& 
This decision was declared by Mr. Dierae1i to 
alfect the principle of the Reform Act, and was 
corrected by a compromise founded on a re
solution that no elector in Scotland should be 
allowed to fIIYen".ise the franchise who was 
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Ilot rated to the poor, aJld had not paid his 
Tates. 

The Irish Reform Bill and other measures 

vere rapidly pushed onward, one of them being 
the Bribery Bill, whichwasseWed by reverting 
to the origina.! proposition that the jurisdic
tion of the house over bribery eases should be 
transferred to the judges. The bill enabling 
the government tD purchase the electric tele
graphs from various private companies who 
were then working them, also passed through 
the house. 

On the last day of July parliament was pro
rogued, and preparations were made for an 
appeal to the new constituencies, though the 
actual dissolution and the commencement of 

the electioDB did not take p1a.ce till November. 
The exertioll8 on both sides were strenuous, 

and the excitement of the election was very 
great-for it was to test the sentiments of the 
country with regard to the two great parties 
of the state; and the question had to be 
decided how far some of the new constituencies 
would go in the direction of modern Radica.lism.. 
It was aJ.most universally recognized that Mr. 
Gladstone, asleader of the Liberals, had entered 
upon a policy which would involve widely. 
rea.ching measures and many important 
changes, for which timid politicians or those 
who sought shelter under the title of "Liberal
Conservatives" were not prepared. The Con. 
servatives were active, and their plans were 
orga.nized with considerable attention to those 

points of the contest by which they might 
obtain the most adVaJltage. They had carried 
the war into the country of their foremost 
opponent, and though, in South-west Lanca
shire, when Mr. Gladstone appeared at the 
hustings, there appeared to be a great majority 
in his favour, and he called with some confi
dence upon his former constituents, he was 
defeated at the poll on the following day, two 
Conservatives, Mr. Cross and Mr. Turner, 
being elected, the former by 7729 and the 
latter by 7676 votes, while Mr. Gladstone, 
though he had preponderating numbers among 
the Liverpool electors, polled only 7415, and 
Mr. Greufell, the other Liberal candidate, 
6939. The probability of such a result had 
been foreseen by others, though it would 

appear not by Mr. Gladstone himself; there
fore without his solicitation, and withou~ any 
IlXpeDBIl to him, the Liberal electors of Green
wich had put him in nomination along with 

Mr. Alderman Salomons, aJld he had already 
been elected as their representative by 6551 
votes, Mr. Salomons polling 6645, and the two 
Conservatives 46611lolld 4342 respectively. . 

The result of the general elections proved. 
that the Liberals had the national voice in 
their favour. At the same time there were 
some remarkable changes with regard to the 
public estimate of former Liberal tepreeents
tives, and still more remarkable evidences, 

that the new constituencies had their own 
opinions of certain aspirants for parliamentary 
honours,and understood thedifl'erence between 
the real and supposed claiDlS of those candi
da.tes who sought to represent the working
classes. 

Among former Liberal representatives who 
were rejected was Mr. John Stuart Mill. 
He failed in the endeavour to resume his 
former place, and wae defeated by Mr. W. H. 
Smith, a gentleman of education and of moder
a.te Conservative opinions, who, as the head of 
a firm. of news-venders and booksellers, had 
achieved considerable commercial success by 
having obtained from most of the principal 
railway companies concessions enabling him 
to place stalls on the va.rious station-pla~ 
forms for the sale of books and newspapers. 

There were several indications that Mr. 
Mill was not to be numbered with the popular 
representatives. With a. philosophical sim.. 
plicity, which ma.y perhaps be regarded as a 
want of judgment, he recommended other 
candidates to other constituencies, and none of 
them were returned. In former pages we have 

had eomething to say about Mr. M.ill'. peculiar 
training and education i and probably he was 
a little too much of the pllilosopher for his 
former constitue~ts. He was thought to be 
"viewy"-to have political crotchets which 

wereall verywellas cold theories, butwouldnot 
bear the test of practical experience. Some of 
these "crotchets,J' like uwomen~s~ge" and 

women's title to independence, have since 
come from the region of mere theory, and are 

substantial or imminent questions. 
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If the people of Westminster had grown 
tiiced of Mr. Mill, the people of Sheffield ap
peared to have been offended by Bome of the 
utterances of Mr. Roebuck, who certainly 
seldom concealed his opinions for the sake of 
propitiating anybody in or out of parliament. 
His pugnAcity seem~ to have increased with 
years, or, at all events, it had taken the form 
of frequent displays of what seemed like irri
tability, and the nickname of U Tea.r-'em» 
which had been applied to him was supposed 
to express his honest irrepressible tendency to 
go at anybody or anything opposed to his own 
convictions or even his own prejudices, and to 
worry and bark at supposed abuses, as a tenier 
does when he has a suspicion of rats. True to 
his convictions, he had. with his usual courage 

dared to oppose tbe trades-unioDB, and strong 
in his prejudices, he had displayed bitter 
antagonism to the Northern cause during the 
American war. The Sheffield voters rejected 
him, and elected Mr. Mundella, who very 
soon took an eminently useful part in BOme of 
the most beneficia.l work of successive parlia.-; 
ments. Sir Wentwdrth Dilke, who had repre
sented Wallingford, failed to regain his eea1;, 
but his eon (Charles Dilke) wae returned for 
Chelees. Mr. Milner-Gibson wae defeated at 
Ashton-under-Lyne, and made no further 
effort to get into parliament. He had done 
good service to the state in the great battle 
for free-trade and afterwaro., and wae entitled 
to retire from public life. Mr. Bernal Osborne, 
whose sa.llies had 80 often roused and amused 
the house, and whom Dr. Gifford, when editor 
of tbeSlandard newspaper, had happily named 
"the atormy petrel of debate," was among 
the rejected, hut was afterwards returned to 
parliament. Mr. Lowe, as we have already 
noted, was returned as the first representative 
for the University of London. 

One of the most marked contests was that 
be~ween Lord Hartington and the ,younger 
son of Lord Derby - we might almost say 
between the houses of Cavendish and Stanley 
-for North Lancaehire. Mr. Frederick Stan
ley wae the successful candidate by a large 
ma.jority, and it was only Bome months after
wards tbat Lord Hartington obtained a ssat 
for the Radnor boroughs, and was included 

in the new ministry formed by Mr. Glad
stone. 

It was very siguificant that those who pro
fessed to found their claims on being emi
nently fitted to uphold working-class interests 
were unmistakably tejected. Mr. Ernest 
Jones, Mr. Mason Jones, even Mr. Beales, 
were not acceptable, and Mr. Odger, an actual 
working-man of no little ability, was Dot SllC-

cessful in commanding tbe suffrages of bis 
fellow craftsmen. 

The eocial and political aepect of the House 
of Commons was not much changed, but there 
had been a remarkable transposition of mem
be.... In several places which had formerly 
been conspicuous for Badica.l opinions, Con~ 

servatives had achieved the greatest success. 
The county of Lancaster had returned eight 
Conservatives, representing the whole of the 
divisions of the county, and in some of the 
towns equally unexpected changes had taken 
place. There could be no question, however, 
that tbe aggregate increaee of Liberalism was 
equally remarkable. In tbe boroughs there 
were only 95 Conservative members returned 
ae against 214 Liberals, while in Scotland tbe 
Liberal votes were overwhelming, the Con
ssrvatives taking only 7 county seats against 
23, and receiving none in the burghs. An 
analysis of the election of 1868 showed tbe 
total Liberal vote in England and Wales was 
1,231,450j the Conservative, 824,057-major
ity, 407,393. The total Liberal vote in Scot-
1a.nd was 123,410j the Conservative, 23,391-

ma.jority, 100,019, a few additions for unde
cided votes making the majority slightly 
greater. The total Liberal vote in Ireland 
was 53,379; the Conservative, 36,082-major
ity, 17,297. Thus tbere WlIB a greee Liberal 
vote of 1,408,239, and a gross Conservative 
vote of 883,530, leavillg a majority in favour 
of the Liberals of 524,709. But it is to be 
noted that the 92 constituencies gained by the 
Liberals throughout the elections contained a 
population of 6,611,950; while tbe 69 won by 
the Conservatives contained only a population 
of 5,177,534,' leaving a balance on the side of 
the Libera.lsof 1,434,416. There were no fewer 
than 227 out of the whole number of members 
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returned who had no seat in the previous 
parliament, being upwards of one-third of the 
entire House of Commons. 

The situation of the Conservative govern~ 
meDt was so obvious that.. Mr. Di.sraeli an~ 
Daunced the resignation of ministers without 
waiting for the verdict of the house. On the 
4th of December Mr. Gladstone was summoned 
to receive the queen's CODlDlaIld to form a. new 
ministry. 00 the 9th he had completed it, and 
had succeeded in persuading Mr. Bright (who 

was still disinclined to hold office) to """"pt tho 
position of presiden~ of tho Board of Trade. 
For no other minister than Mr. Gladstone 
would he have consented to become a. member 
of the cabine~ and he felt itnecessa.ryio assure 
his constituents in words of much pathos and 
evident sincerity that he should neither cha.nge 
his sentimeuts nor sacrifice his strong convic.
tions because of his association with the m.i.n.is.. 
try, though it might be necessary for him to 
abstain from the expression of independent 
opi..qions for the purpose of -maintaining the 
united action which would be essential to the 
maintenance of the government. In fact Mr. 
Bright did not altogether ahstsin from taking 
independent ground outside. the cabinet, but 
he felt that with Mr. Gladstone at the hehn, 
and having in view tha.t legis1a.tion for Ireland 
which they had hoth 80 earnestly advocated, 
he could not refuse to strengthen the LibereI 
policy by accepting a place in the ministry. 

Lord Clarendon was foreign secretary, Lord 
Granville secreta.ryfor the colonies; Mr. Bruce, 
home secretary; and to the calm and meth
odical Mr. Cardwell was committed the war . 

secretaryship, an office in which he had to 
carry out important measures of army reform. 
The Duke of Argyll was secretary for Indi., 
Lord Hotherly (Sir William Page Wood), a 
sta.unch Liberal, became lord-chancellor; the 
Earl of Kimberley, lord privy seal; and Mr. 
Childers first lord of the admiralty. Lord 
Dufferin had a place in the ministry as chan
cellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, Earl Spen
cer became lord-lieutenant of Ireland, with 
Mr. Chichester Fortescue as chief secretary. 
The Marquis of Hartington was made post
master-general, and Mr. Lowe ehancellor of 
the exchequer, an experiment the consequences 

of which will be briefty noted heresfter. On 
the whole it was a strong government and 
well organized, and it was popular. The fact of 
Mr. Bright having become a direct coadjutor 
of the premier had great weight with those of 
the LibereI party who looked forward to de
cisive measures for the satisfaction of Irish 
claims. 

Inanaddress to hisconstituentsat Greenwich 
Mr. Gladstone sounded the note of advance, 
not only with regard to the question of the 
Irish Church, Irish education, and the tenw'e 
of land in Ireland, but in other matters with 
which he knew that the gJvernment would 
have to dee!" promptly and dedsively. The 
Irish Church came first. Amidst 8. storm of 
violent abuse, invecti va, and denunciation 
uttered at public meetings by noblemen, lead
ing Orangemen, bishops, and clergy, as well 
as by his opponents in parliament, he braced 
himself to the task of bringing forwal'll the 
complete scheme, of which his resolutions had 

been the intimation. "We confide," said the 
premier, "in .the traditions we have received 
of our fathers; we confide in the soundness 
both of the religious and of the civil principles 
that prevail j we confide in the sacredness of 
that cause of justice in which we are engaged, 
and with that confidence and persuasion we 
are prepared to go forward." 

On the 1st of March, 1869, he rose to bring 
forward the scheme which had been proposed. 
For three hours the dense crowd which _filled 
the benches, the galleries, and every point 
from which he could b. heard, listened with 
almost brea.thless interest. 

A opeoch full of detail, full of strong appee1, 
but a opeech, 80 Mr. Disraeli said, in which 
there was Dot a redundant won:). 

The scheme provided, that the existing Ec~ 
clesiastical Commission should cease, and that 
a new commission should be appointed "for ten 
yesrsin whichth. property of the Irish Church 
should be vested (making provision for life 
interests) from the time of the passing of the 
bill. This new commission was to be ap
pointed immediately after the passing of the 
bill, so tba.t disendowment would practically 
commence at once. The Irish Church would 
in effect be made a free Episcopal Church, and 
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.duriDg the transitional period no Dew vested 
interests were to be created. 

Disestablishment would coDlmence on the 
1st of January, 1871 (unless the date should 
lor sufficient reasons be altered by the govem~ 
ment), when the UDion between the churches 
of England and Ireland would be dissolved. 
'!'he Irish Church would cease to be recognized 
by the state; all Irishecclesiastical courtBwould 
,be abolished, and ecclesiastical laws would 
remain only provisionally in force, not as laws, 
but as a voluntary compact between clergy 
and laity until they should be altered by the 
governing body of the disestablisbed church
a kind of synod elected to represent the clergy 
and laity and recognized by the queen in 
.council as a duly constituted representative 
body to be legally incorporated. The crown 
was to resign the right to appoint Irish 
,bishops, and Irish bishopa would no longer 
Bit in the Houae of Lorda 

In the interval between the passing of the 
act and the date of January 1st, 1871, and 
during the reorganization of the church, ap
pointments were to be'made to spiritual offices, 
but they were not to carry with them the 
freehold or confer vested interests. In the 
same manner appointments would be made to 
"Vacant bishoprics, but only on the prayer of 
the bishops to consecrate a. particular person 
to a vacancy j and these appointments wou1d 
.carry with them no vested interests and DO 

rights of peerage. Crown livings vacant dur
'ing the same period would be filled up on 
similar principlea. 

This waa the plan for disestablishment. 
That for disendowment was more complicated, 
and its practical settlement would be more 
difficult, since the titl .. to many of the claims 
that would be made were intricate. There 
were vested interests of incumbents, including 
bishops and dignitariee as well as beneficed 
clergy, receiving certain a.nnuities from the 
property of the church, and the commissioners 
would ascertain -the amount of each incum
bent's income, deducting what he paid for 
curates. _ Such incumbent might then either 
continue to receive the annuity as long 8S he 
<continued to discharge the duties or might 
have it commuted into an annuity for life. 

Permanent curates, or those who had been 
employed in the &&me parish from January 1, 
1869, to January 1, 1871, or had left their 
employment Dot from their own free-will, or 
through misconduct, would be entitled to the 
same kind of compensation as the incumbent, 
and such compensation would be paid by the 
incumbents. "Transitory" curates were to be 
dismissed with a gratuity. Private endow
ments arising from money contributed from 
private sources sioce the year 1660, and not 
including churches and glebe house, would 
not be touched, and would be the only mar
ketable property conveyed to the church. 
Glebe houses were not marketable property, 
for though ther", could be traced an expendi
ture of £12,OOO,Ol.'~) upon them their annual 
value was only £18,600, and there was a quar
ter of a million of building chargee upon them 
which the state would have to pay on coming 
into possession. H the governing body paid 
the building chargee they might acquire the 
glebe houaes and could purchase glebe land at 
a fair valuation. 

When the proposed governing body made 
an application, and declared that they intended 
either to maintain any church for public wor
ship or to remove it to some more convenient 
position, it would be handed over to them. 
Churches not in use and incapable of being 
restored for purposes of worship would be 
handed over to the Board of Works, with an 
allocation of funds sufficient for their main
tenance. The burial- grounds adjoining 
church.. would go with the churches, all 
existillg rights being preserved, and other 
burial-grounds would be transferred to the 
goardiana of the poor. 

Presbyterian ministers, recipients of the 
Reginm Donum, would be compensated on 
the same principles as the incumbents of the 
disestablished church. In these cases and 
with respect to the grant to Maynooth there 
would be a valuation of all the interests at 14 
years' purchase of the capital amount annna,Uy 

voted. An elaborate scheme for the final ex
tinction of the tithe rent charge in 45 years, 
provided that landlords would be allowed, if 
they chose, to purchase it at 22! yeaN pur
chase, and if they did not accept the otTer, 
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they would come under another and a general 
operation. There would be a compulsory sale 
to them of the tithe rent charge, at a rate 
which would yield 4! per cent; and, on the 
other side, they would he ctedited with a loan 
at 3t per cent, payable m instalments in 45 
years. The power of purchase would remain 
in the hands of the tenants for three years 
after the passing of the act, and it was also 
proposed that the tenants ahould ha.ve a right 
of pre-emption of all lands sold by the com
mission,and that three-fourths of the purch ...... 
money might be left on the security of the 
land. 

The following were the particulars of the 
expeeted results:-The tithe rent charge 
would yield £9,000,000; lands and perpetuity 
rents, £6,250,000; money, £750,OOO-total, 
£16,000 000; the present value of the property 
of the Irish Chureb. Of this the bill would 
dispose of £8,650,000, viz. vested interests of 
incumbents, £4,900,000; curates, £800,000 j 

lay compensation, £900,000 j private endow· 
menta, £500,000; building charges, £250,000; 
commutation of the Maynooth grant a.nd the 
Regium Donum, £1,10Q,000 j and expenses 
of the commission, £200,000. Consequently, 
there would remain a. surplus of between 
£7,000,000 and £8,000,000; and the question 
then arose, "What shall we do with it7" Mr. 
Gladstone held it to he indispensable that the 
purposes to which the surplus ~ applied 
ahould he Irish. Further, they ahould not he 
religious, althongh they must he final, and 
open the door to no new controversy. Gov
ernment proposed to apply the surplus to the 
relief of una.voidable calamities and BUffering 
not provided for by the poor-law. The sum of 

£165,000 would he allocated for lunatic aey_ 
lumsj £20,000 a Ye&rwGuld be awarded to idiot 
asylums; £30,000 to training schools for the 
deaf, dumb, and blind; £15,000 for the train
ing of nurses; £10,000 for reformatories; and 
£51,000 to county infirmaries-in all, £311,000 
a yca.r. Mr. Glad.tone claimed that by the 
provision of all these reqnirsments they would 
be able to combine very great reforms i and 
they would also be in a better condition for 
inviting the Irish landlord to &coede to a 
change in the county CEIB, 88 they were able 

to offer by this plan a considerable diminution 
in its burden. 

The debate was characterized by eloquent. 
speeches from both sid... Mr. Gladstone had 
searcely ever approached, and bAS never ex
ceeded the magnificent effort which he made 
on tha.t occasion, an effort which received the
admiration and encomiums even of his oppo
nents.. Mr. Disraeli's contribution to the dis
cussion was witty, brilliant, and telling; but 
there were evidences, that though he profesaed 
to offer unyielding opposition, he spoke under 
the conviction that the measure would be
triumphantly carried. He epoke of the title 
of the church being atronger than that of any 
other landlord, and called disendowment spoli
ation, if it were effected without reason, and 
confiscation whether the reason were valid or
not; but when he came to apply the argument 
he used suggestions and illustrations which 
were afterwards spoken of as being conspicu
ously illogical and delusive, especially when he
pictured one set of landless Irish gentry de.. 
manding, fro~ no other motive than jealoosy, 
the confiscation of the estates of those who 
were more fortunate, or the unendowed hos
pitals of London claiming the revenues of St. 
Bart~olomew's, Goy's, or St. Thomas's. 

Mr. Bright brought to the dehete the influ
ence of his incisive statements and his great ' 
eloquence. He said, (I I observe honourable 
gentlemen talk of the Proteetants of Ireland as 
being one..fonrth of the whole population-of
being a million and a balf. All that is fanciful 
exaggeration. According 'J;o the eensus the 
Episcopalians are not more than 7oo,oooj and 
let honourable gentlemen bear this in mind, 
when the census enumerators go round, if a 
man is not a Catholic or a Presbyterian, he is 
put down, unless he can state he is of 80me· 
other sect, as an Episcopalian. And judging 
from what we know there must be out of the 
700,000 a considerable num her who never go 
to church, and, pOlitically or religiously, have 
no interest in it. Therefore, I believe, speak
ing correctly, it would Dot be possible to show 
that there are Episcopalians in Ireland in 
intimate connection with the Established: 
Church to the amount of more than from-

500,000 to 600,000. 



2iO GLADSTONE AND HIS CONTEMPORARIES. 

" Now, this will not come to more than 
100,000 families, that is, will not be very much 

more than the population of Liverpool, or MaD
chester, or Glasgow j 80 that, in point of fact, 
this question, which is held to bearevolution
this great question-affects only a population 
equal to that of the city of Glasgow, or of 
Liverpool, or of Manchester. And it is for & 

population 80 small 88 this, I am told-for I 
am not versed in computations of this kind,
you have DO less than twelve bishops and 
archbishops, and that you have devoted for 
their service-for their religious services-not 
less than the annual income arising from a 
capital sum estimated to be, at least, ten or 
twelve millions sterling. Now, if their system 
of teaching is really very good, I must say 
there ought to be in Ireland a more perfectly 
moral and religious population among the 
Church Protestants than there is in any other 
country iu the world. What, then, are we 
about to do j • • . If the house accept the 
advice of the majolity sitting on this aide what 
will be done 1 We are not going to commit any 
vital wrong upon that one citY' population of 
500,000 or 600,000. . . • We eha.ll leave 
them in as comfortable a position 88 the ma.
jority of tlle people of Seotland are in at this 
moment. We shall leave them as well off as 
eight or nine tenths of the population of Wales 
are; we shall leave them as well off' as half, 
and not the least religious half, of the people 
<2£ England are; we shall lea.ve them as well 
011" as the English, Seotch, Welsh, and Irish 
people who form the population in our colonies, 
whether in N ortb America or Australia. And 
wha.t can be more monstrouB than for gentle
men tQ come here from Ireland-and there 
may be some from England-and tell us we 
are bringing ahout a l'evolution, that we are 
committing an enormous oppression, that we 
are hazarding the loyalty of the people of the 
north of Ireland, when, after all, the most and 
worst which any of U8 proposes to do is tbat 
the chureh population of Ireland will be left at 
least as well oft' as any of the vari01tS popula
'\iOUB of the empire I have just described 1 I 
hope honourable gentlemen opposite will be 
convinced that it is not &- bottomless abyss we 
are going to plunge their friends into.'" 

Mr. Gladstone having replied to some of the 
chief objection8 brought a.gainst the bill, the 
house divided, and 368 votes were recorded in 
favour of tbe second reading, only 250 appear
ing against it. The majority showed not ouly 
that the Liberals could command a secure 
~tion, but tbat as a party tbey had become 
more completely organized. The bill had still 
to be discussed in committee, and legiBlation 
on other matters was sadly behindhand. The 
army and navy estima.tes were in arrear j the 
budget had to be brought forward; and the 
troubles caused by Fenianism in lrela.nd were 
so serious that it was feared another coercion 
bill would be neeessary. 

Mr. Lowe brought forward· his financial 
statement on the 8th of April, and though it 
provoked no enthusiasm. it was eminently 
satisfactory. The reductiollS made (chiefly 
in military and naval expenditure) provided 
for the expenses of the past year, including 
the balance for the war in Abyssinia. This, 
however, left only £32,000 .as a surplus, 
and the cha.ncellor of the exchequer proposed 
a new plan of collecting taxes, transforming 
the assessed taxes inio excise licenses payahle 
at the beginning of the year, and making 
the income-tax, mnd-tax, and house duty 
payable in a single payment early in the 
year between January and April This, it 
was calculated, would place at the disposal of 
the government .£3,3150,000, and make the 
actual ~rplUB of the Yl!&r £3,382,000, which 
would enable them to take a pe~y oft' the 
ineome-tax, abolish the ~illing duty still re
maining on corn, and entirely remit the duty 
on fire insurance. There was to be some re

arrangement and reduction of ........ d taxes, 
an abolition of the licenses for the sale of tea, 
and the wes on post-horses and hair-powder, 
and a reduction of the cab and carriage duties; 
these changes would come into operation dul'-o 
ing the current year, and a net amount would 
be left of about £442,000. 

Meetings against the Irish Church Bill con
tinued to be held not only in London but by 
its opponents in Ireland, where the speeches 
were often violent and scandalously vitupera
tive against Mr. Gladstone and the chief pro-
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moters of the measure. Threata of forcible 
opposition and outrRaae were frequently ex
pressed by clergymen as well as laymen. In 
parliament the discussions on the third read
ing were long and excited; _but the division 
showed a majority of 114, 8.lld it then had to 
be sent np to the Lords. 

More meetings were held; and it was sought 
to defeat the measure on the second reading 
by the peers. At one time this result seemed 
possible, 'and awkward rumours were heard. 
Mr. Bright, in a letter addressed to a Birming
ham. meeting, had SR.id that if the Lords per
sisted. in thwarting the national intentions 
they might Ie meet with accidents not pleasant 
for them to think of." This was, of course, 
considered to be very indiscreet language for 
a cabinet minister to use j but Mr. Bright, in 
pursuance of his usual personal independence, 
had not spoken as a cabinet minister, though, 
perhaps, the indiscretion remained. At any
rate the words he used seem to have produced 
some effect. Some of the newspape1'8 hinted 
(apparently without authority) that the ex
pedient of creating a number of new peers 
might be adopted. Probably a great majority 
of the Lords did not for a moment contemplate 
a rejection of the bill, though there were some 
among them who did so. Lord Derby lifted 
up his voice in the house for the last time 
in speaking against a measure the operation 
of which he did not live to contemplate. 
Lord Cairns was one of its most powerful 
opponents; but he foresaw that it mU9t be 
accepted, and therefore set himself to secure 
such amendments in committee 88 would, he 
thought, help to neutnilize its effects. This 
was the. eourse recommended by the Duke of 
Richmond, and ultimately followed. Ou the 
Episcopal bench the Archbishop of Canter
bury, though he could not approve of the bill, 
spoke with great moderation. Other prelates
were more emphatic in their opposition. Oue 
striking exception was the eminent Dr. Thirl
wall, Bishop of st. David's, the scholar and 
historian, who had once been at the chancery 
bar, and who was as much admired as a 
scholar and an orator as he was respected for 
his character. He declared that the vain and 
superstitious notion that church property was 

in any sense divine, or that material offerings 
might be accepted by the Most High as sup
plying some want of the divine nature, was 
heathenish. Miss Burdett Coutta's market at 
Spitalfields was as religious a work as .Mr. 
Gumness's restoration of Dublin Cathedral. 
He was as eager as auy one for Protestant 
ascendency, but ascendency of a religious, 
moral, and intellectual cha.racter, the ascen
dency of truth and reason over error. Of that 
ascendency he did not believe the Irish Church 
to be a pillar. He had no fear of, beeause no 
be~ief in, the ,power of the po~ Everywhere 
he saw it on the decline, 8.JlK a serious blow 
would b. dealt at it'in Ireland by removing 
a grievance which gave the priesthood an 
artificial hold on the sentiment of the people. 

On the other baud, Dr. Magee, the new 
Bishop ~f Peterborough, attacked the bill by 
a slashing onslaught which elicited consider
able applause from those who 8.o0Teed with 
liim. Neither of the English archbishops 
voted; but the Archbishop of Dublin voted 
against the bill, which was supported by the 
solitary vote of Dr. Thi1'lwall. The Bishop 
of Oxford (Dr. Wilberforce), though present, 
did not vote. Thirteen Englisb and two huh 
bishops pronounced against the bill, while 
there were many absentees, including the 
Bishops of Carlisle, Exeter, Manchester, Salis
bury, and Winchester. 

The second reading was carried by 179 
against 146-majority for the bill, 33. This 
was the largest division in the House of Lords 
within living memory, no fewer than 325 peers 
having taken part in it. It eventually passed 
through committee by 121 votes to 114, and 
under a protest signed by Lord Derby and 
forty-three temporal and two spiritual peers. 
The amendments made in committee, however, 
were most of them rejected when the bill 
went back to the House of Commone j some 
of the proposed modifications and one or two 
alterations were iLcceptedj and the bill was 
sent back. After much contention, a stormy 
discussion, and· the application of some rather 
unparliamentary names to Mr. Gladstone, 
an agreement was arrived at that ~ con
ference should be held between Lord Gran
ville and Lord Cairne, the end of which was 
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that a compromise was effected, which· Mr. 
Gladstone said was a satisfactory settlement. 
Comparatively little change had been made. 
Mr. Disraeli endorsed the compromise as a 
wise, well-oonsidered,and conciliatory arrange
ment, and the bill became law by receiving 
the royal .... nt on the 26th of July. 

The work of the "commissioners of the 
<..lb.urch temporalities in Ireland" was not soon 

or easily accomplished. Not till the end of 
the year 1880 had they oompleted the task im
poeed on them by the Irish Church Act ae far 
as it was possible without further legislation. 
Someremarkable facts appeared in their report 
respecting the life incomes commuted and the 
commutation money paid, including cases 
where 12 per cent bonus was a.llowed. The 
amount depended, of course, on the age of 
the holder. The net annual value of the Arch
bisbopric of Armagh was £10,225, commuta
tion money £88,442; Bishopric of Derry, &n

nual value, £6847, commutation £111,867; 
Archbishopric of Dublin, .£8S45, commutation 
£93,045; Bishopric of Cork, £24B5, commuta
tion £18,500. The following were the net 
annual values of some of the benefices and the 
commutD.tion:-Clogherney, .£1563, commut. 
tion £19,124; Louth, £1329, commutation 
£12,941; Ca.mteel, £1167, commutation 
£9469; Clones, .£1290, commutation £13,298; 
Killoughory, £905, commutation £16,460; 

Cappagh, £1234, commutation £18,527; Car
riga.llen, .£819, commutation £12,495. The 
least valuable -benefice was Balscadden, in the 
diocese of Dublin, which was worth only £4 
ayear,and was commuted for £47. Examples 
were given of the values of vicar~generalships 

. and registrarshipe, which were held by lar
men, and the Bum for which they were com
muted. The smallest income stated was that 
of the vicar-general of the dioceses of Limerick, 
Ardfert, aud Aghadoe, which was only £37, 
and the largest the registrarship of the pr0-

vince of Dublin, which WB8 £1015. The 
others generally averaged about.£400. All 
commutation monies were calculated at 3~ per 
cent, 4lnd the average of the livea of all the 
clergy at 10'9 yeani purch.... The total 
Dumber of ecclesiastical persons who com-
. . 

muted up to the end of 1874 wae 2282, their 
net incomes being £589,665, and the commu
tation money £7,546,005. The number of 
1a.y commutants. was 2857, their net in. 
comes being £33,060, and the commutation 
paid .£454,700. The total paid under the 
compensation clauses, including all heads, was 
£11,343,703. The salee of all the property 
vested in the commissioners by the act realized 
£9,794,790, of which a sum of £3,362,648 was 
received in cash. The commissioners in Janu
ary, 1881, had DO actual balance in the na.ture 
of a surplus, but had instead an annual in
come, partly permanent, partly tenninable, of 
£674,219. 

For & short time members were able to take 
breath after the struggle on the Irish Church 
Bill, ,and some useful measures were pushed 
forward before parliament was prorogued. 
The exertions which he bad undergone had 
affected Mr. Gladetone's health. During the 
recess a meeting of the General Synod of the 
Church of Ireland was held in Sf. Patrick's 
Cathedral to draw up a constitution suitable 
for the altered condition of the church. A 
"solemn protest" was issned against the recent 
act of the legislature, and a scheme was 
adopted for the formation of a church body 
from the clergy of each diocese to elect repre
sentatives varying in number; the total for 
I...,land being 124. One dean and one arch
deacon for each united diocese, &ltd the regiu8 
profeseor of Divinity,"":. Trinity College, were 
to be ex-officio members, the provost and 
fellows of the college murning one member; 
quea~oDB of doctrine and discipline were to 
be .. ee"ed for the bishope and clergy. 

This was the movement made in reference 
to the act which had heen paeaed for the 
redress of the first Irish grievance. 

In relation to another whiCh it was now 
BOught to remove, the Catholic clergy had 
published & series of resolutions, adopted at a 
meeting in Maynooth College on the educa.
tion and land questions, condemning the mixed 
system of education, demanding complete Ie

cular education on purely Catholic principles, 
a ohare of the funde of tbe royal and endowed 
schools, and a rearrangement of the Queen's 
College on the denominational system. 
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The meeting had added a general reeolution 
expressing the belief, in which the majority of 
the people of this country agreed, that the 
settlement of the Irieh land qu .. tioa was 
essential to the peace of the ~om. 

It was known that a land hill for Ireland 
would be brought in. It was inevitable that 
Bome considerable change should be made. 
Before the iutrorluction of the church bill, even 

before Mr. Maguire's motion which preceded 
it, the necessity for dealing with both the land 
question and the church qumon had been 
discussed by leading members of the hotJBO, 
and notably by M>:. Bright, whoee speeches 
hoth in and out of parliament ware uttered 
without reserve, and with his usual emphasis 
eveD. when he was addressing audiences of 
Irishmen. In the hoose he had deelared
U All history teaches us that it is not in human 
nature that men should be content under any 

eyetem of legislation, aud of institutions such as i 

exist in Ireland. You may suppress the COD.

spiraeyand put down the insurrection, but the 
moment it issuppressed therew.ill.atill reUlain 

the germs of this malady, and. from these germs 
will grow up as heretofore another crop of in
BlllTeCtion and another harvest of nnsiortune. 
.And it may be that tho .. who Bit here eigh
teen yean after this moment will find another 
ministry and another aecretory of state ready 
to propoee to you another administration of 
the same-ever-failing and ever-poiBonousmedi
cine." 

The .houoe reassembled on the 8th of 
February, 1870, and on the 15th of February 
M>:. Gladstone brought forward his proposals. 
The work that lay before the government was 
almost appalling. There ware other measnres 
of great importance to be considered: bills for 
the improvement of the. constitution and pro
cedure of the superior legal. tribunals j for 
lettlement of the religious teata at Oxford and 
Cambridgs; for regulating the application of 
lerge sums of money raised by local rates; for 
amending the beer and spirit licenses; for 
relieving the members of trade combinations 
from certain disabilities which prevented their 
joining in acts that were perfectly legal, and 
mutually beneficial; for improving the law of 

VOL. IV. 

BOcc~on to the estates of intestates; and for 
regulating merchant shipping. To endeavour 
u> pass all these would he like attempting to 
drive six omnibuses .. breast through Temple 
Bar, Mr. llright said. M>:. Forster replied 
that the plan would be far the six omnibuses 
to follow ODe another in aafety. Probably he 
scarcely expected that all would gst through, 
bot he was just prepariDg to take the reins of 
ane that required skilful coaching, namely, the 
Elementary Education Act, for which some 
prepa.ratiOll had been made by the Endowed 
Schools Act of the previous session. . 

But immediate and undivided attention was 
1irst ca.lIed to the Irish land Bill, and again 
the house was crowded to hear the exposition 
which M>:. Gladstoue was ready to offer. He 
called attention to fallacies, BOch as that the 
land laws were the same in Ireland as in Eng
land, and ought therefore to produce the aame 
results in both countries; that heland had 
been prospering for the last twenty years, and 
that the people had DO ocession to exhibit feel. 
ings of discontent. With regard to this last 
item he showed that the rate of wagee had 
not risen within the previous ten years, that 
the number of persons receiving poor relief 
had increased, the cost of subsistence had risen, 
and some of the most imprudent and violen.t 
interferen... with the fixed usages of the 
oouutry had occurred. The course of legisla
tion for the past fifty years, though intended 
in a beneficial spirit, had poeeibly heen detri· 
mental to the interests "of the occupiers. The 
Act of 1793 giving the franchise to Roman 
Catholics had induced the creation of 401. free· 
holds, and the. abolition of the franchise in 
1829 vastly extended the mischief, and, per-
haps, under the circumstances of Ireland, the 
still greater mischief of mere yearly tenancy. 
The Encumbered Estates Act, which had since 
pasoed into the act for dsaling with tbe sale of 
landed estates, by not protecting the improv ... 
ments of the tena.nts, had opera.ted as an ex· 
tensive cODfisca.tion. Parliament also, during 
the previous half century, had completely 
changed !;he conditions of eviction against the 
tenants. Speaking broadly, M>:. Gladstoue 
asserted that after we had been legislating for 
a century in favour of Ireland, it was a matter 

81. 
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of doubt whether, as far as the law was con
cerned, the condition of the occupier was better 

than before the repeal of the penal laws. 
The bill brought forward was of a decisive 

and comprehensive 'character. In the first 
place it proposed the enlargement of the power 

of the limited owner in regard both to lease 
and rate. Assistance was to be given by loans 
of public money to occupiers disposed and 
able to purchase the cultivated lands then in 
their occupa.tion, where the landlords were 
willing to sell. Facilities would also be given 
to landlords, by meaDS of loan, to prepare 
waste lands for occupation by the making of 
roads and the erection of necessary buildings; 
and to assist purcbasers of reclaimed mods 
upon the security of the seller and buyer, or 
the provision of other security of an adequate 

nature. These transactions were to be man
aged by the Board of Works in Dublin. 
With regard to occupation, the new law was 
to be administered by a court of arbitration 
and a civil-bill court, with an appellate tri
bunal consisting of two, and in case of neces
sity three, judges ,of assize, the judges having 
power to reserve a case for a court for land 
causes in Dublin, to be composed of equity 
and common-law judges. 

At that time there were four descriptions 
of holdings in Ireland, which Mr. Gladstone 
thought it his duty to keep specially in view. 
The first of these was known as the Ulster 
custom. This custom, where it existed, the 
bill was to convert into a law, to which the 
Dew courts would give effect. The second 
class of holdings were those which prevailed 
under customs and usages other than tha.t of 
Ulster; and these, too, were to be legalized, 
subject to the restriction, that the tenant might 
claim the belll!fit of th.m as an absolute right 
only in cases where he was disturbed in. his 
tenancy by the act of his l.ndlord, if he had 
not been evicted for non-payment of rent, and 
had not sublet or subdivided his holding with
out the landlord's consent. Allo.rrears of rent 
and all damag .. don. by the tenant to the 
farm might be pleaded by the landlord as a .. t
oft', and the l.ndlord might bar the pl .. ding of 
any such custom if he chose to give his tenant 
• 1 .... for not I ... than thirty-one yeara. 

Where the buildings were not connected 
with any custom, thel"8 was to be a scale of 
damages for evictions. In the case of hold
ings above fifty pounds a year, the parties 
might contract themselves out of the BCale of 
damages on the landlord giving a thirty-one 
years' lease, aDd undertaking to execute neces
sary improvements. 

In cases of eviction ~he following was to 
be the scale of damages. II the holding was 
'not valued in the public valuation over £10 
a year the judge might award the holder a 
sum not exceeding seven yeari rent; between 
£10 and £50 a year, a sum Dot exceeding five 
yeani rent; between £50 and £100 a y'ear, a 
Bum not exceeding three years' rent; and above 
£100 a year, not exceeding two yew rent. 

In addition to this the question of perma

nent buildings -and the reclamation of land 
had to b. dealt with. 

For the purpose of promoting improve
ments, advances of money would be autborized 
to landlords, to en.ble them to defray any 
charge made against them in the way of im
provement in the case of tenants retiring by 
an act of their own. The principle on which 
it was proposed to deal with improvements 
was, that they must have a rentable value, and 
be suitable to the holdings, .nd the hurden 
of proof W8B to be laid on the landlords. In 
other words, improvements should be the work 
of the texumt, &lid the landlord should show 
that they were not necessaryj and the measure 
was not to be limited to future improvements, 
hut was to be extend~to those already mad •. 
No claim would be allowed for any improve
mebt made twenty y~rs before the passing of 
the act, unlesa it was an improvement of the 
nature of 8. permanent buildiug, or a reclam&

tion of land, nor if th~ tenant held under an 
existing lease or con\ract'which forbade it; 
and in the case of past improvements the 
court might take into consideration the terms 
for which, and the terms on which, they had 
already be.n enjoyed by the tenant. No 
claim would be allowed in respect of improve
menta OODtrary to a future contract voluD
wily entered into by the tenant, and which 
were not required for the due cultivation of 
the farm . 
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As to land. under lease, a landlord might 
exempt his lands from being subject to any 
custom except the Ulster custom, provided 
that he agreed to give his tenant a I .... for 
thirty-one years; but the leaae must leave to 
the tenant at the close of that term a right 
to claim compensation under three heads
namely, tilla..:.cres and manures, permanent 

buildings, and reclamation of lands. 
From the moment the bill was passed every 

Irishman was to be absolutely responsihle for 
every contract into which he entered. Non
payment of rent wonld be held as a bar to 
any claim on the landlord, reserving, however, 
discretion to the court. in certain...... N 0-

tices to quit were to be for twelve months in
stead of six, and to date from the last day of 
the current year j and the notice must have a 

stamp duty of two shillings and sixpence. 
The bill also proposed to deal with the 

question of the county cess, which it would 
assimilate to the poor-rate. In every new 
tenancy it would have to be paid in moieties 
by landlord and tenant, as the poor-rate was 

then paid, and in every old tenancy under 
£4 a year the occupier was to be at once re

lieved. 
Such were the principal provisiona of the 

bill. Mr. Glad~tone, in ooncluding his ex
planation, said that the government were far 
from believing it to be a perfect measure, and 
invited in thorongh good faith the co-opera
tion of all parties to make it as nearly perfect 
as possible, for their desire was that it should 
become a great gift to Ireland, and ba the 
means of putting an ~nd to the grievances 
and sufferings that had 80 long been 88Soci
ated with the tenure of land in that country. 
"I am aa.nguine," said Mr. Gladstone, U in the 
hope that it will pass, not as the triumph of a 
party, but as a great work of good-will for 
the common good of our common country, 
and that its result will ba to diffuse the 
blessings of peace, order, and industry over a 
smiling land." 

Mr. Gatborne Hal'dy,aeting for Mr. Disraeli, 
seemed disposed to receive the proposed mea.
BUN in a more frank and friendly manner than 
was afterwards displayed by biB chief, who, 
touching upon the Various objectionswbich had 

been taken, wound up by saying that a more 
complicated, or more clumsy, or a more hetero
geneous measure, had never been brought be
fore pa.r~ent. He ended in bis satirical 
vein, ridiculing the proposed tribunals for 
settling claims, and wound up with the advice 
to the house to decide in a becoming manner 
upon the matters to be brought under their 
consideration. 

Of course there was a strong opposition, es
pecially on the part of some Irish landlords, 
who regarded as revolutionary the cbanges 
which gave the tenant an interest in the land. 
They virtually argued that land was either a 
privileged possession or 8. commodity for free
dom of contract. :Mr. Gladstone bad pointed 
out, that though the general effect of tbe m ..... 
sure might be to impose the possibility of an 
immediate loss on the landlord, he would not 
be ultimately a loser. There was a buge fund 
of national wealth in the soil of Ireland yet 
undevelopeci By imparting a stimulus to the 
agriculture of the country the price of labour_ 
also would be raised beca.use of the increased 
demand for strong arms to carry on the neces· 
sary work. On tbe second reading So division 
was insisted on by So few members who had 
determined to vote against it. Mr. Disraeli 
and a.ll but four or five Cooserva.tives went into 
the lobby with the government, and a minor-
ity of only eleven (chiefty Irish members who 
were not sa.tisfied with the proposed changes) 
were left to make their demonstration. In 

the course of the bill there were three hundred 
notices of a.mendmenta, since such a movement 

in favour of Ireland was calculated to arouse 
demand. in the interests of English tenants
Everyclau.e of the bill was jealously examined. 
When it went to the Lords, fi.oal amendments 
were proposed; but ultimately; without any 
serious alteration, it passed both houses, ~d 
received the royal assent on the 1st of August. 

To :Mr. Forster as vice-president of the 
council fell the arduous duty of dealing with 
the subject of National Education,. a question 
wbich at intervals during nearly the "hole 
period. with which these pages have been oc
cupied had repeatedly been discussed, though 
even the approximate settlement of it had been 
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frustrated because of the apparent impoeaibi
lity of reconciling the demanda of the various 
religious bodi... By certain sections of Non
conformists and Dissenter8 it had been argued 
that the state had no claim to introduce or to 
support religious instruction, and that, there
fore, no state aid should be given to schools 
of any religious denomination; that the rates 
contributed by Roman Catholics, Protestants 
of all denominations, Jews, and persons of no 
religious persuasion whatever, should not be 
devoted in any degree to tbe teaching of tenela 
to which the contributors were oppoeed; and 
that those schools alone should receive granta 
for their support, in which the teaching was 
strictly aecula.r. Many speakers represented 
that the larger part of the state-aided schoola 
had for years been under the influence, or 
wholly under the control of the clergy of the 
Established Chureh, and that numbers of 

. persons who had conscientious objections to 
sending their children to be taught doctrines 
from which they themselves differed, wore 
eompelled to avail tbemselves of achoola aui>' 
ported by voluntary contrihutions, or of pri
vate schools of an inferior class where the 
teaching was inadequate. 

These If genuine non~cons," 88 they were 
sometim .. ealled by their admirers, did not, 
of course, object to the teaching of religion; 
but they opposed ita introduction into any 
national system of education in elementary 
schoola, contending that it was the duty of the 
schoolmaster or schoolmistress in such institu~ 
tions to impart only secular instruction j reli
gious teaching being left to the ministers of 
religion, the p&rents, or the oonducto1'8 of 
Sunday-acbools. 

It is no part of our present purpose to di&
CUBB the questlon how far it is possible to give 
le9BODS in history, or to carry on the education 
of children at all, without some kinde of ap
peal, in which an extreme analysis might dis
cover religious doctrine; but it may be mena 

tioned at once tha.t 8. very large Dumber of 
tbose who strongly objected to the introduction 
of what may be celled dogmatic or denomina
tional teaching did not insist on the entire 
exclusion of ScriptlU'8 reading, nor oppose 
references by the teacher to thoae sanctions 

which are acknowledged by moat religiol1& 
secta. The neceaaity was, they thought, to 
secure the schools against any ordination of 
denominational teaching, or even religious. 
teaching, as a part of the regular in.truc
tion for which aid was given by rates or gov
ernment grants, and to provide" a conscience 
clauso," by which parents might obtain for 
their children the full benefit of the secular 
inatruetion without being compelled to keep 
them at ochool during the reading of Scripture 
or any other observance which could be rea
sonably regerded as religious teaching. 

Aga.iD, however, there were large number& 
of persona belongiDg to various religioua 
bodies, who were unable to believe that there 
could be any tro.e or effectual teaching at an 
which did Dot iuclude, and even depend upon, 
that religious indueuce which, they contended,. 
could alone make it of real worth. 

These were the eonditions under which the
"Elemeutary Education Act" was brought 
forward, and the chief diJIiculty against which 
it had to eontend was the resistance of those 
uncompromising Nonconformists, of whom 
Mr. Richard (representing the Welah diaa.".. 
tora), Mr. ]'liall, and Mr. DixOD were regarded 
as the champions. The difficulty was increased 
by the fact that these gentlemen had been firm 
supporters of Liberal measures. 

Nearly everyhody agreed that something 
should be done. In agricultural districts the 
chureh schools had held some sort of autho
rity, but the actual amoout of aecular teach
ing was often BO meagre that the children 
were committed to an unintelligible routme
which left them ignorant even of the elements 
of education. In the large towns, sDch as 
Birmingham, Leeds) 'Manchester, a.nd Liver
pool, to say nothing of London, there were 
hoats of children between the _of three and 
thirteen who received scarcely any primary 
inatrnction at all. In Leoda only 19,000 out of 
58,000 were at &Choo), in Manchester 25,000 
out of 60,000, in Liverpool 30,000 out of90,OOO, 
in Birmingham 26,000 out of 83,000. In Lon
don it was not easy to estimate the amount of 
ignorance, for though £rea acboola, parochial 
acboola, and ao-ealled Dationalachoola provided 
a very defactive and inadequate elementary 
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.education for a large number, there was a vast 
horde of neglected and destitute children who 
roamed the .treets and appeared to be with· 
ont pu-ental care or responsible guardiansbip; 
while a still larger number ""'" either kept in 
ignorance because they weft! able even in in .. 
fancytoeontrihutetothefamilysupport,oronly 
occasionally attended th, "ragged" or even
ing schools provided by the voluntary dona 
of benevolent subscribersand unpaid teachers. 
No system was in uisteD.ce powering the COD

trolling power or the settled resou ....... hich 
aloDe could ensure even the primary instruc
tion of the poorer class of children. Nearly 

.every church and chapel seemed to make an 
·effort to provide day-echools or infant schools, 
many of which languished for want of funds 
and employed inefficient teach..,., who fre
quently bad to perform their duties in build· 
-iDgs not only inadequate but dangerously 
GDhealthy. In many schools which claimed 
.and received grants of money the eonditioIlB 
were so hopelessly "Dsatjsfactory that various 
expedients bad to be adopted to secure the 
attendanoe of • sufficient number of children 
to obtain external 8Upport; while -in some 
cases endowments were misapplied, and :fuD.ds 
originally intended for the maintenanoe of an 
efficient foundation bad been diverted, either 
heeause there were few poor inhabitants re

maining in the district. or because there was 

no anthority which could compel the parents 
to avail themselves of the teaching provided 
for their childreD, even if it had been in 
accordance with modem requirement&. 

The provision of the means of education 
was not the chief difficulty. The problem was 
how to overcome the ind.i1ference of parents, 
and to compel them 10 tskeadvantsge of ouch 
a provision. How could the vast nu.uiber of 
boy. and girls, amonnting to two-thirds of the 
juvenile plPUlatiOD, be brought under in
.truction 1 In Isrge towns, and especially in 
London, destitute, neglected, and apparently 
friendl ... children formed a ph&Ianx which 
appelled benevolence, and dismayed the ad· 
ministrators of justice. Boys and girls, un. 
taught and uncared. for, were to be seen 
in the large thoroughfares as well as in by
ways and slums, som. of them m&king pre-

teuces of aelliDg matches or sweeping cr0ss

ings, others begging or bannting the dOOR 
of eating-houses and taverns, many of them 
hanging about the markets to .. ize upon the 
refuse, or to pilfer from tho stalls. What were 
known as "the dark arches of the Adelphi,'J 
that series of 8Z'Ches which ran along the river 
bonk at the upper part of the Strand, and 
spanued the steep lanes and alleys leading to 
remote and mostly solitary wharves-were the 
resort of a horde of wretched children who 
slept there at night, and by day sallied forth 
starving, wretched, and with the scared. cun
ning look of hunted creatures. The number of 
neglected children in London bad been more 
than a disgrace and a reprosch; it bad become 
a terror and a danger for the future. Magis

trates, becanse of the want of any ..... ouIar pro
vision, were unable to deal with prisoners whose 
head. (to nee the phrase of polioe-court r&o 

portsrs) "se&reelyre&chedabovethelevelofthe. 
dock." To send them to prison ..... to brand 
them with the criminal mark, to promote their 
graduation in dishonesty and vice. Nor were 
the industrial schooIs, the schools providing 
for a comparatively small number of children 
convicted of offences against the law, much 

better than the prisons. The evil was, thet 
DO provision bad been made for friendless, 

honeel ... boys or girls, """pt they bad made 
themselves of some importance to the stat .. 
by committing crime. The urchin who lacked 
food and shelter, but who bad too much 
virtue or too little eourage to pilfer from a 
shop-door, or from the book of a market cart, 
was an unconsidered fraction in the national 
estimate. Only by committing an offence 
against the law did he or she become an in
teger of some social importance-of sufficient 
importanoe to be arrested, chaiged at a police 
court, and sent somewhere to be fed and 
warmed and clothed, and tsught,-whatl
perbaps to become an habitnal criminal by 
the artful commwiicationa of fellow-convicts, 
or by the difficulty of obliterating the prison 
taint. The Elementary Education Act aimed 
at remedying this condition of things, and to 
a certain extent it diminished the number of . 
"gutter children,2I by directing its officers to 
seek out the parents and bring them under 
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the compulsory clao.es which demanded that 
the childreo should be sent to school; but as 
& ma.tter of fact, the schools which came to be 
established did oot for a 10Dg time lay hold of 
this c1... The actually homel ... and destitute 
children they could not briDg uDder instruc
tion, for the provision of food and clothes came 
first, and there wete no elementary breakfast 
and dinner tables. To voluntary effor18, which 
had chieHY grown out of the ragged ... hool 
movement, the most necessitous of the children 
of the large towns were left, and are h!ft still. 
Industrial schools, however, now include re
fuges as well as reforma.tories. Crime is still 
regarded as a primary claim to participation 
in the advantages of schools where the re
formatory system is adopted, a~d such schools 
are entirely apart from the provisions of the 
Elementary Education Act, but the school
boards, through their officers, make use of 
industrial schools for the purpose of rescu
ing children who are so friendless tha.t they 
are not eligible for the board ... chools. Like 
ma.ny of the institutions of this country, 
the two systems. have come to work a.ffini~ 

tively, though they differ au grestly that at 
first they appeared to be opposed in principle. 
The authorities of the board...achools,aupported 
partly by rate., partly by government grants, 
aDd partly by fee. paid by parents, .oon dis

a covered the value of schools originally founded 
by benevolent contributions, as refuges for 
the reception of the homeless and the desti
tute, and many of these institutions were 
made certificated industrial schools, 8upported 
partly by benevolent support, partly by the 
government grant-which" is now in some in~ 
stances their chief dependence. 

While philanthropists were almost dis
hearteDed· by the .. pect of large towns, and 
especially of the metropolis,· with regard to 
the condition of destitute children, there were 
agricultural districts in which no 11eas strin
gent measures were needed to protect children 
employed in farm or field labour. 

A commiaaion of inquiry into tbe employ
ments of women a.nd children in 1865-66 bad 
diBcl08ed a large amount of suffering among 
a million and a half of young pel'801lS aud 

children, occupied in varions manufactures 
and employments not coming under the regu .. 
lations of the Factoriea Act. The detail. of 
the evidence elicited on the subject were 80 
painful that bills were brought in to place all 
manufactures previously carried on without 
government inspection under regulations an
&logons to those under those acts. The sixth 
and final report of the commission, how
ever, related to women, children, and young 
persons engaged in agriculture, and its re
velations respecting the system of employ
ing agricultural gangs, or companies of young 
persons and children of both sexes, in lin
colnshire, Huntingdonshire, Cambridgeshire, 
N orlolk, Suffolk, N ottinghamshire, aDd to 
some extent in Bedford, Rutland, and N orth
ampton, were appalling. 

Ga.ng ~ masters, - mostly depraved and 
drunken ruffians,-were employed to provide 
field labour, aDd they did au by collecting 
from the surrounding villages, companies of 
boys, girls, and women-some of the children 
being mere infants, whom th,: parents, miser
ably poor, sent out with the rest for the sake 
of the few ponce they could earn. The gang
masters had almost entire control of the 
children, for they alone could find them regu~ 
lar employment, and that employment could 
scarcely ha.ve found a parallel in negro slavery, 
for the gangs were driven to labour under 
conditions in some respects worse than those 
to which slaves on plantations were subject. 
Of children of eight years old, or even younger, 
and lads aud girls of 14 or 15, or older, these 
gangs were composed, and the l'eport on the 
evidence says-

"When the gangs are working at a COD

siderable distance from home the children 
leave as early as five in the morning and do 
not return before eight at night, and the few 
who attend the Sunda.y-schools after the la
bours of the week are described as in a state 
of exhaustion which it is distreasing to witness. 
A little boy only six years of age is stated to 
ha.ve regula1'}y walked more than six miles out 
to work, and often to come home 80 tired that 
he could scarcely staDd. Walking, the geng
masters themselves admit, is more trying to 
the children than working. When the gang 
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has a long distance to go the children become 
BO exhausted, that the elder ones are seen 
dragging the younger ones home, sometimes 
carrying them on their backs. In winter the 
children often return from ~e fields crying 
from the cold. • Last night,' S&id the mother 
of a little boy seven YeRrs of age, 'when my 
Henry came home he lay up quite stiff and 
cold; he is often very tired, and will fall down 
and drop asleep with the food in his mouth! 
In eome parts of the fen districts the children 
are compelled to jump the dykes, an exertion 
~using frequent accidents, and Doe poor girl 
died from the effects of au. effort beyond her 
strength.» \ 

"It isa common practice for the ga.ng~master 
to carry a stick or &. whip, but rather, it is said, 
to frighten the children with than for use; but 
the treatment depends entirely upon his dis
position. There is no control or possibility of 
control, for the children know that remon
strance would be immediately followed by 
expulsion from the gang, and the parents, 
having &. pecupiary interest in their labour, 
would but too certainly shut their ears to any 
complaints. Instances are not uncommon of 
severe and lasting injuries having been in
lIicted by brutal gang-maste.., and gross out
rages, such as kicking, knocking down, beating 
with hoes, spuds, or a leather strap, «dyking: 
or pushing into the water, and 'gibbeting,' i.e. 
lifting a child off the ground and holding it 
there by the chin and the back of the nock, 
are said to be frequent.· 

The labour in the wet fields was dreadful, the 
worst being stone picking, at which exbaust
ing toU children worked eight or nine hours 
a day; but turnip pulling was nearly as bad, 
and, indeed, the manner in which the work was 
often urged on by a brutal taskmaster had 
effects, which need not be repeated here, but 
were quite as serious as many of those re

corded in the worst accounts of West India. 
slavery. 

The physical con.equenceo were horrible 
enough, the moral consequences worse. In 
those mixed ganga of women, boys, and girls 
the depravity was beyond description. All pu
rity,even theaemblance of it,oftendisappeared. 
A policeman, .peaking of the ganga in his 

dietrict, and especially of the gross immorality 
of the girls at an early age, S&id that although 
he had been employed for many y...". in 
detective duty in some of the worst parts of 
London, he never witnessed equal boldness 
and shamelessnessj and that the obscenity of 
their conversation and of their BOngs was sllch 
as needed to be heard to be believed. And 
this was little more than seventeen years ago. 

It was not till July, 1867, that a bill, brought 
in by the Earl of Shaftesbury, forbade the 
employment of girls of Ie ... than 13 ye&1'8 old 
in agricultural labour for hire, or tJ:te employ
ment of women under 18 in public gangs. Yet 
there existed schools supported by voluntary 
subscriptions, and having no connection with 
the government, and schools aided by the 
state and under the control of the committee 
of the privy-counell of education. There were 
Dissenting schools, Church schools, national 
schools, infant schools; there was an educa.
tion department, administering a sum of 
money annually granted by parliament "to 
promote the education of children belonging 
to the classes· who support themselves by 
manual labour." The means employed were 
to aid voluntary local exertion, to establish or 
maintain schools for the elementary instru~ 
tion of children, or for training teachers in 
normal schools. The a"chools were to be in 
connection with some recognized religiOUI 
denomination, or to include besides secular 
inetruction the daily reading of the Scrip
tures from the Authol'ized Version. Aid was 
given to establish schools, and to support such 
as were open to inspection by appointed in
spectors, upon whose reports the grants were 
made. There were thus building grants and 
annual grants. 

Whatever may have been the endeavour to 

make these pro"isiODB into a system of national 
education, it had signally failed, or rather it 
had never approached success. On all hands it 
was felt that a wide and inc1usivemeasure must 
be brought in, IIJld the act introduoed by Mr. 
Forster W88 received with serious interest. It 
wsa,he explained, intended to secure by enact
ment efficient school provision in every district 
in England where it was wanted. The dis
tricts were to be the civil parishes. Any 
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disUict ""PplyiDg .. sufficient amOUllt of pri
mary secular instruction would be let alone so 
long as it continued to do so. Schools entitled 
to government aid were to be: efficient accor
ding to a fixed standard, and compulsory 
inspection would be applied· to every school 
without any den~minational eonditiona, while 
the adoption of a conscience clause would be 
the condition of any grant, whether for build
ing or a.ny other pnrpoee. The bill was ealcu
lated to establish a sytem of ""hools nnder the 
direction of school-hoards throughout Eng
land a.ud Wales, each board to have po_" 
to frame bye-laws, aud to oompel the attend
ance of children in the district who were be
tween five and twelve yea.rs of age. 

The reference of the compulsory clause 
to the boards oIfeuded the ext.eme meld.,. 
for absolute compulsion; the compromise of 
a conscietlce clause for some time alienated 
hard-and-fast advocate8 of secnl&r education 
only; while a third party objected to the 
provision of funds by the mixed method of 
echool fees, rates, and government grants for 
efficiency. Thoug~ free schools were to be 
provided in districts where the poverty of 
the inhabitants made gratoitooa instruction 
necessary, there were some who advocated the 
provision of free education all round. We 
need not further discUSB the questions which 
arose, many of which continued for some time 
after the vigorous exertions of the boards had 
multiplied achools with amazing rapidity. 
The _ chairman of the London School

board: was Lord, Lawrence, whose powers of 
organization Wet'8 wen applied to this impor
tant work, and he was ably assisted by Sir 
Chari.. Beed, who, after the deeth of the 
famous Indian administrator, became cbair~ 
ma.n, and carried. on the work with a vigour 
against which there were BOme remonstrances, 
though the answer was to be found in the 
otati.tics, published by the board, of theoum
'&er of children still waiting to be received. 

The government could not satisfy all the 
objectione that were urged againat the bill, 
RDd the N onconformist& afterwards showed 
their disaffection in a manner which contri .. 
buted to the defeat of the government. Mr. 
Bright was abaent from the houa.. suffer-

ing from" a severe illneaa which for a time 
made it doubtful whether he would ever 
again be able to resume either mi.nisterial or 
parliamentary dutiest or he might have miti

, gated the wrath of th~ Nonconformist. who 
demanded exclll8ively secular educatiolL 

Some particul&re of the work which had 
, been accomplished when the Elementary Edu

cation Act had been for ten yeara in opera
tien, may do more to illustrate the workiDg 
of the scheme than: any general remarks upon 
the predictions which attended its introd .... 
tion. We lin.! by statistica.l returns in the 
report of the committee of council on eduC&
tion for 1881 that in the year ended Augnet 
31, 1881, the inspectors visited 18,062 day
schools in Engl&nd and 'Wales, to which 
annual granta were made, these funrishing 
accommodation for 4,389,633 scbolars, em 
rather more than one-aixth of the populatiolL 
There were on the registeI'8 the names. of 
4,045,36!1 children, of whom 1,268,250 were 
under seveu ye&l'B of age, 2,573,081 between 
seven and thirteen, 157,584 between thirteen 
Bnd fourteen, and 45,727 above fourteen. 
Tbese figures show some improvement 0ip0D. 

the retnrna quoted in the previous report, the 
accommodation having inereased by 148,680 
school placee(or3'51 percent),and theachol&re 
on the registers by 149,538 (3'84 per cent~ 
The average attendance a.lsn had inereased by 
112,619 (4°09 per cont), and the number of 
children individually examined by 91,485 
(4'8 per cent~ The annual government gran, 
to elementary day-schOOls rose in the year 
from £2,130,009 to .£2,247,607, or from 166. 
5fd. to" 166. 8id. per echol&r in average at
tendance; while the grant for the current 

financial year was eetimated at 161. per head. 
The numb .. of volunta,), achenls wae 14,370, 
with accommodation for 3,196,365, and au. 

average attendance of 2,007,184; while the 
numo .. of bo&l1d-achools was 3699, with accom
modation for 1,194,268, and an average attend
anceof856,361. The exponditnre peraehol&r 
in· average attendance was ro. the whoJe of 

. England and Wal .. £I, 148,lltd. in voluntary, 

. and £2, 11. 6d. in board schools. Of thalatter 
the highest was London (£9, 15& lOid.), and 
Ih. lowest Hull (£1, 90. lld.-lI. 9id. lower 

() 
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than the Roman Catholic, which are the 
Ioweet of the voluntary schools); whilst Brad
fonl was £2, 61. &d., Liverpool £2, 31. 3fd., 
Manchester £1, 196. otd., Birmingham £1, 
18& Ifd. and Leeds and ~heffield both 
.61, 17 •. 5id-

At the same time it was averred by those 
who were likely to be well infonned tha.t the 
system of estimatiDg the true valne of the 
teaching did not in all instances work satis
factorily. The National Union of Elemen
tary Teachers was protestiDg against the over
pJ'eSSUl'e on schola.rs a.nd teachel"B under the 
-education code. It was stated that inspectors, 
school managers, and school-boards attsched 
so much importance to the mere percentage of 
passes in the annual examinatioDs, and made 
so little of the higher results of moral and 
intellectual training, or the quality of the 
pasaes, that teacbers were compelled against 
their wish to adopt a cramming system, and 
to bring undue pressure upon dull and weak 
children in order to keep np the reputstion 
of the schools and to maintain their profes-
sional poeition. The teache.. implied that 
practically the code WBS based on the prin
ciple that all children can progress at the same 
rate, and that its provisions endangered the 
so-c::alled ccresults" if BUch children were edu
cated naturally. Special difficulties existed in 
girls' and infants' schools, where an inordinate 
amount of needlework was demanded from 
children of tender yearo in addition to the 
ordinary subjects of instruction. It WBS stated 
that the extra worry and labour caused by 
noguIations in the code, might be greatly 
reduced by allowing the managers to with
hold from examination, or to present again in 
the same standard, children not able by reason 
of dulness or bad attendance to ad,v8nce at 
the average ra.te, Buch power not to extend 
beyond 10 per cent of those on the books for 
the last 22 weeks of the school year. 

The final psssing of the education bill eon
eluded the session of 1870 so far as important 
measures were concerned. It may also be noted 
that an order in cotmcll directed tha.t from 
the 31st of August appointments to the civil 
service of the state would be by competitive 

examination. The announcement of the in. 
tended release of the Fenian prisoners \lllder
going sentences for treason or treason-felony, 
on condition that they should not remain in 

, or return to the United Kingdom, was also 
, an event which was regarded with consider
able interest. 

The Franco-German war-that terrible 
con8ict which made Napoleon In. a prisoner 
and an exile, and 'gave occasion for the King 
of Prussia to accomplish North German unity 
under his own empire-has its own .history. 
It need bear no prominent part here, for it 
has little directly to do with the social anel 
political progress of England, except, indeed, 
that our having remained strictly neutral was 

some evidence of our advance in wisdom and 
in judgment. The greatest anxiety of the 
goverument was for Belgium, and it was 
much increased, while public suspicion was 
excited, by the publication in the Time. of an 
alleged draft treaty between Count Bismarck 
and M. Benedetti, when the latter was Freneb 

, minister at Ber~ This treaty was obyiously 
intended to secure Belgium to France. The 
matter was serious, but Mr. Gladstone pJ'e.. 
serve.d a. calm and moderate attitude, while 
waiting for explanations from the French 
and Prussian governments. Count Bismarck, 
it appeared, had published the document to 
show what kind of proposal had been made, 
and by that means to secure the alliance of 
Englsnd and Belgium. 'All that Mr. Glad
stone did when France Drst denied and then 
admitted that the document was authentic, 
was to ask for two millions of money and an 
increase in the army by 20,000 men. His 
desire was to remain on friendly terms with 
the antagonists, that England might take 
the earliest occasion. (should it arise), either 
alone or with others, to bear 8. message' of 
peace. This was in accordance with the 
general feeling of the country, and a new 
treaty was signed between Russia, France, 
and England, engaging to maintain. the inde

, pendence of Belgium as provided in the treaty 
of 1839. 

As the war between France and Prussia 
went on there appeared to be a peculiar 
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change in public feeling here, and though 
after the siege of Paris, where the inhabitants 
had Buffered dreadful privations, we were 

prompt in sending relief to the fa~hed 
people, something like adulation was heard 
in reference to German prowess. For & time 
German tactics, German promptitude, German 
organization were the foremost topics of con

versation, and perhaps deservedly so, and then 
in relation to our own board-school teaching, 
the German method of education was every
where lauded as something very Dear perfec
tion, only a. few people venturing to doubt 
whether it was 88 effectual as its admirers 
represented it to be. 

The position of affairs in Europe, and some 
movement in public opinion on the subject of 
a. comparison between England and other na
tions in the matter of military government, 
made the time seem favourable for bringing 
forward the proposed system of army reform, 
which had been prepared by Mr. Cardwell, the 
minister of war. To purcbase a commission, 
and to follow that up by purchasing successive 
steps in the servi~e, bad been the rule, so that a 
commission represented actual property, just as 
a. horse, &. house,.or the good~will of a business 
might. It was, in fact, 8. ma.tter of bargain and 
sale, and the regulation price of a commissionat 
the H01"Se Guards was often far exceeded by its 
'actual selling value. It is scarcely surprising, 
therefore, that whenever abolition of purchase 
had been proposed, as it had been by Sir de 
Lacy Evan., and more recently by Mr. Tre. 
velyan, a whole contingent of officers frantic
ally declared th.t the service was going to the 
bad; and another contingent, believing pur
chasing a commission was the only way to 
keep the commodity in the h.nds best fitted 
to adorn it, determined to fight the bill to the 
last. It soon became evident that they were 
strong enough, aided by the opposition, to 
arrest the progress of the bill so that it might 
go over the session, and therefore the part of 
it relating to reorganization of the army was 
abandoned, and only the abolition of purchase 
clauses retained; with a atrong hint to the 
clamorous opponents that aa all premiums on 
the original price of commi88ioDa were illegal, 
the law might be put in force. The bill possed 

the Commons, but in the House of Lords a 
clever expedient was tried for the purpose of 
delaying and then shelving the whole matter. 
The Duke of Richmond moved an amendment 
to the effect th.t the Lonls could not collSider 
the proposal till a more comprehensive scheme 
was brought hefore them. This plan of burk~ 
ing the bill was ingenious, but the intention 
was obvious, and Mr. Gladstone frustrated 
it by a. plan which aroused much remon· 
strance among 80me of his own supportel'8, 
including Mr. Fawcett, a very thorough 
Liberal of tbe s.hool of Mil~ who was 
returned for Brighton in 1865, and was a 
noted man in the house, not only because of 
his great ability, but because sevemI years 
previously an accident had deprived him of 
his sight, • calamity which made little dif
ference in his pursuits, in his intellectual 
achievements, or even in hisrobustrecrea.tions. 
Mr. Glad.tone checkmated the Lords by an 
expedient which, for a moment, at all events, 
looked unconstitutional, and for which no
body seemed .ble to find a precedenL The 
purchase system was originated by a. royal 
warrant, making it a privilege, and therefore 
he had advised the queen to aid the reforma
tion of the army by cancelling the warrant. 
Perhaps her majesty may not have been uo
willing to do so, when she remembered some 
opinions of the Prince Consort on the au b
ject. At all events it was done, and pur
chase was made illegal. The only effect of the 
Lonls rejecting the bill now would be that 
they would vote against compensation to the 
holders of purchased commissions, for that was 
all of the bill that was lefL They therefore 

I passed ~ vote of censttre on the ministry by a 
majority of eighty, and then passed the mea~ 
sure withaut more delay. 

The University Tests Bill was &Iso carried 
without any serious alteration, and the Eccle
si ... tical Titles (Repeal) Bill put an end to an
other intolerant demand which bad remained 
ever since the "papal aggression." The Trades 
Union Act, while. forbidding the violence 
exercised by workmen in the case of strikes, 
yet defined what was and what was not illegal 
interference, and did something to bring aOout 
R better understanding between employers sud 
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their" hands,JJ The Local Government Acts 
extended to small toWllS and villagea the ad· 
vantages of managing their corporate busin .... 
which had previously been confined to cities 

and boroughs with municip8J institutions. 
We <an scarcely part from the year 1871 
without referring to the budget by which 
Mr. Lowe became for a time Dot only noto-. 
rious, but what was worse, ridiculous. It is 
difficult to say why he should have been 
subject to ridicule, except that he made a 
mista.ke which ended in an almost absurd 
situation. There would,· he said, be a deficit 
of £2,713,000, looking at the probable amount 
required for the abolition of purchase in the 
army. There was DO surplus revenue, and he 
proposed to alter the probate duty, place a 
two per cent duty on all pl'operty liable as 
intestate, alter the legacy duty, and increase 
the succession duties. His argument was that 
they had never realized as much as had been 
expected by former ministers who imposed 
them. He then proposed to tax lucifer 
matches, by a halfpenny stamp on every box 
of 1800 matches, a penny stamp on a box of 
100 wax lights or of fusees; this he calculated 
would raise £550,000. He would then make 
up the rest of the required amount by charg
ing a percentage on incomes, in lieu of the 
4d. in the pound. 

The proposal to tax. matches was met not 
only with a howl of derision but by a cry of 
indignation. A vast procession, or rather a. 
confused but decent and orderly assembly, of 
poor girls, women, and boys who represented 
the match - sellers of the metropolis, went 
along the Strand and by the Embankment 
to the Houses of Parliament, and in a quietly 
demonstrative manner, with which the police 
could not easily interfere, assembled there in 
great numbers, and presented a monster peti
tion. Their pl"8.yer was granted and the 
budget collapsed, another penny on the in
come-tax making up the deficiency both of 
the aba.ndoned Jegacy duties and of the con
demned impost on matches. 

In the last month of the year "great anxiety 
was everywhere manifested because of the 
serious illnesa of the Prince of Wales. His 

royal highness had been visiting Lord Londes· 
borough at his house near Scarborough, and it 
was supposed that some defect in the drainage 
or sanitary arrangements had caused an attack 
of low fever. Other visitors had also been 
affected, and the Earl of Chesterfield had died. 
On his return to his own house at Sandriug
ham the prince became very ill, and his con
dition Boon appeared to be so dangerous that 
throughout the country the people waited with 
troubled hea.rts to learn the latest intelligence 
of his condition. On the 14th of Decem1Jer, 
the anniversary of the death of th~ prince
consort, the popular sentiment was wrought up 
to a great height, and sympathy for the queen 
found constant and deep expression. ,At 
churehes and chapels belonging to all denomi· 
nations prayers were offered for his l"ecovery. 
Bulletins were issued daily; a number of re
porters from the daily papers anxiously waited 
near Sandringham to obtain any item of in
telligenee with regard to the chauge. of the 
disorder, that they might telegraph it to Lon· 
don or the chief towns; sO eager was the public 
to becOme acquainted with the partiCluars. 
The day which had appeared to bode calamity 
passed, the prince's condition bad slightly im
proved. 

Everywhere the most 10y&l. sympathy was 

"expressed fur the queen and the princess. On 
the 19th of December the prince was slowly 
recovering, and the day after Christmas-day 
her majesty wrote a letter to her people ex
pressing her deep sense of the touching sym
pathy which had been manifested by the whole 
nation. In the last week of February the 
prince bad recovered, and with the queen, the 
princess, and the rest of the royal family, pub
licly went to St. Paul's Cathedral to offer 
grateful thanks to God for the great mercy. 
On the 29th of February, for it was leap-year, 
her majesty again addressed a. letter expl"ess
ing sincere acknowledgments to her subjects, 
wbo had assembled in millioDs and filled all 
"the great thoroughfares with an orderly, loyal, 
and sympathetic crowd. 

The liquor traffic, as the sale of wine, beer, 
and spirits had come to be called, W8S; still 
opposed with great pertinacity by the United 
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Kingdom Alliance, which had collected a large 
awn of mODey and was coustautly circulating 
ita periodicals and appeals throughout the 

""""'try. Doohtl .... a great ehauge had been 
wrought amoDg a large class of the populatioD, 
aod drinking habits bad greatly dimjnished, 

eo that th .... was little difficulty in paseiug a 
bill regulatiug public. ho ...... giving magis
trates the power to grant or ref ... liceuses, 

increasiug the peua1ties for dnmIteuu ..... aud 
l ...... ing the Domber of h..... for keeping 
taYOl'llS OpeD both OD SDDduye and week-<laya 
The pubIieaus were also protected in eome 
important particulano; but they wereOt 001ll'II0 

oppoeed to the bill, which, however, was 
-carried in spite of opposition. 

More importaDt in a political, or rather in 
.an. international aenae thaD. auy other occur
rence of the _ of 1872, was the effort to 
come to a definite settlement of the loug out
<!bmdiug qoestion of damages demanded by 
the United State. government for the injari .. 
iufficted by the.Alabama.. Mr. Revordy 
Jobneon, who waa a jovial mao, aad liked the 
Euglish people, came here to negotiate the 
matter, bat, to uee a modem phrase, was 
«too guebiag" in hie after·diuuer speech.., 
aud was so compIimeutary to EugIaud that 
hie CODDtrymeu came to the couclasioa that 
he would Dever properly sapport their claims. 
He was recalled, and Mr. Motley the his
tA>riaa, and Mr. Fish, the foreign oecretary of 
the United States, resumed negotiatioaa It 
was decided that commission ... from EugIaud 

iIhould go to Washington, ODd as oar go ...... 
meat had already e.preosed regret at the 
ravagea of the pilatica\ veeae\s which .... t oat 
of Eugliah abipyarda, the coofere ... became 
easier. Some iDtematioJW.. rules ou. the duties 
.of Dati ... to prevent printeeriug were agreed 
on, for the goidauoe of the arbitratora who 
were to be ch..... to decide the question. 
Our OOIIlIDiIIIiouera coDtended that we had DOt 

oommitted auy breach of international faith; 
hot they accepted the raI.., and sappoaed that 
the only point for ooooderation would be the 
actoal damage inflicted The United Statee 

government, however, claimed indirect dam· 
agee for the expense they had ineuned, and 

the Iossea they had saetaiued in cooaeqoenoe 
of the failure of onr government to prevent 
the privateere from leaving oar porta. These 
claims were for 1<88e9 in the transfer of the 
American commercial marine to the British 
tIag, the eohaocemeDt of the payment of in. 

SUI"&IICe8, and the prolongation of the war, 
and the addition of & large eam to the cost of it. 

The arbitrators were Count Frederic Selopia 
for Italy, preeideut; Chief· justice Cockboro 
for England; Mr. CharI .. Francis Adame for 
America; M. Jaqo .. Staempli for Switzer
loud; and Viscount Itajuba for Brazil They 

met on the 15th and 19th of J ODe, and agreed 
that the indirect claime ehould be rejected. 
The discussiooe were resumed at intervals, till 
the 25th of December, when the decision of the 
tribunal was announced, namely, that in the 

..... of the.d/ahama aud the Plorid4, Great 
Britain had failed to fulfil the duti.. pre
scribed by the raI .. of the treaty, in not haT. 

ing used due diligenoe to prevent the fitting 
oat, arming, aud eqaippiog veeoe1s which, 

there """ groaod for believing, were intended 
to =ry OD war againet & power with which 
ehe was at peace. 10 the caae of other .,.....\a 
it was decided that there had been DO failure 
of due diligeuce. The award for the .. tie
faction of all c1aims was 15,000,000 dollars. 
This settled the question. At about the eame 
time the Emperor of Germany decided againet 
us as to the right of poosession of theia\aod of 
Sao J ...... which he declared belonged to the 
United States. Both cooelosiODS were Be

oepted with dignity and endoreed with hon· 
oar, and at a coot which would have been far 
.. oeeded even by & temporary resort; to hoe
tiliti.., wbile there was a gratifying seuee on 
both sid .. that the dispute was eettled in ..,. 

eordauce with reasoD aud hU1lllUlity . 

Such & namber of bills, embracing .. maDY 
important intereote, coaId Dot be pasoed with
oat & great maoy people being afi'eeted by 
them, aDd every freeh ehauge touched .. me 
interest and aroWJed some anim_ty. At the 
same time, 88 we have before seen, the very 
tendency to independent thought and the 
want of compeet following among the Liberale 
&ended after 8YelY newachievemeut to dimia. 
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ish that unanimity by which a strong party can 
alone be maintained. The time now arrived in 
the s...non of 1873 when Mr. Gladstone was 
to bring forward the third of the measures 
which he had promised for !reland. This 
was the introduction of a national system of 
education under which the rights of conscience 
would be secured. As a preliminary measure 
in this direction Mr. Gladstone proposed to 
create a new university in Dublin, of which 
Trinity College and other eolleges should form 
a part, jnst as the eolleges of Oxford and 
Cambridge belong to their universities. Cer
tain careful provisions were to be made to 
recognize the preponderance of the Roman 
Catholic religion, ODe of them being the ex
clusion of the teaching of theology and mors.! 
philosophy, upon which 'subjects, however, 
voluntary examinations would be held. The 
bill was opposed both by Roman Catholics 
and Protestants. Another bill brought in by 
Mr. Fawcett in the previous yea.r-had been 
supported by the governing body of Trinity 
College, and Mr. Gladstone therefore declared 
that the ministry would stand or fan by the 
measure which he DOW advocated. Some of 
the professed Liberals were averse to it. Mr. 
Horem .. bitterly opposed it, and though the 
debate was sharp, able, and well spiced with 
checks and counterchecks, it was soon BeeD 

that the division for the second reading would 
be a narrow one. It went aga.iDat the govern· 
ment by 287 votes to 284. 

Mr. Gladstone's ministry adhered to their 
determination to resign office, and Mr. Dis-
raeli was sent for to form another administra.
tion; but though he had obstinately oppoaed 
the bill on which the government was de
feated, he was not reedy to take the place 
offered him by their resignation. Mr. Glad
stone and his colleagues were therefore reluc
tantly compelled to remain in office, ~nd all 
that was done was to abolish tests at Trinity 
College. 

Tbs Judicature Bill had already be .. 
bronght forward by Lord ... hancellor Selborne. 
It was based on the report of the. commission 
appointed in 1869 to inquire into the subject, 
and was one of the most important measures 

of the Liberal government, for it was intended 
for the reconstruction of the whole judicial 
system, by uniting the higher courts of justice 
in one great tribunaJ., the operations of which 
were to be free from the old distinctions and 
restrictions between law and equity, so that. 
suitors might be spared expense, time, and 
trouble in seeking redr.... The lord chief
justice, the chief-justice of the common pleas, 

and the chief·baron of the exchequer were to 
remain in the positions they then occupied,. 
and BOme of the existing divisions were re

tained as courts of the high court of judica.
ture. The appellate juriediction of the HOllSe 
of Lords exercised by the law lords was to be 
tr&naferred to a tribunal compoaed of th .. 
lord-chancellor, the chief-jllStice of England. 
the chief-justice of common pi .... the chief
baron, the master of the rolla, and other judges. 
not exceeding nine in number. The bill was· 
not at tiret adapted to Scotland and Ireland 
because of some question of privilege, but was. 
soon carried through both houses with tb .. 
understanding that it would eventually b .. 
adapted to the whole kingdom. 

But the Liberal government had been 
beaten. There was already a C<mservativ& 
rMCtion which afterwards became more evi. 
dent, and properations were made for th .. 
general election in 1874. Changes were made
in the ministry. Mr. Bright, who had re
turned to the house, consenting to be chan
cellor of the Ducby of Lancaster. Mr. Glad
stone undertook the duty of chancellor of tho> 
exchequer 88 well as that of prime minister, 
and Mr. Lyon Playfair and :Mr. Vemon Har
court also took office. The government had 
deserved well of the country, not only for the 
number of important measures it had passed, 
but for removing £12,000,000 from the ta.za
tion. It had spent £10,000,000 in buying th .. 
telegraphs as an'anged by the previous mi~ 
try, bad devoted £2,000,000 to the army 
during the Fra.nco.;.Prussian war, had paid on 
half the Alabama claim without the aid of 
either loan or tax, and had reduced the 
national debt by £26,000,000. Yet Mr. Glad
stone announced at the commencement of 
1874 th&~ there was a surplus of £5,000,000 
at their dispoasl, and tbat be intended to 
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prepare a plan for totallyrepeaJing.theinoome
~, improving low admiuistration, and ad
vancing the interests of consumers. 

Quite early in the year, however, it was 
announced that parliament would be dissolved. 
It was determined to try the strength of the 
Liberal interest, and the result was tha.t that 
interest was for the present in abeyance. 
Some people were ready to rest and be thank
ful. They had been dazed by & whirl of legis
lation. Others belonged to the classes who 
feared that the ministry might go too far, tbat 
nothing was stable, and that nobody oo\lld tell 
what might go next. These divisions para.
Iysad the action of tbe Liberal party. The 
Conservatives on the other hand were united, 
oompact, and cautiously oonfident. On the 
16th of February the cabinet met. Mr. Glad
stone recommended an immediate resignation, 
which' was agreed to, and Mr. Disraeli was 
called upon to form a ministry. 

In one of the speeches delivered before his 
constituents, Mr. Gladstone had intimated 
that if the country resolved upon the dismis-
8al of the Libera.l.ministry, he should reserve 
to himself the right of limiting his futu"'; 
services to his party as be might tbink fit. 
He desired to enjoy a. period of repose. In a 
letter to Lord Granville, dated Marob 12, he 
explained the reasons for his decision:-

"For a. variety of reasons personal to my
self, I could not contemplate any unlimited 
extension of active political service; and I am 
anxious that it should be clearly understood 
by those friende with whom I have acted in 
the direction of affairs, that at my age I must 
reserve my entire freedom to divest myself of 
·alI the responsibilities of leadership a.t no dis
tant time. The need of rest will prevent me 
from giving more than oCCMional attendance 
in the House of Commons during the present 
session. 

fl I should be desirous, sbortly before the 
commencement of the session of 1875, to con
sider whether tbere would be advantage in 
my placing my services for a time at the dis
pOI&! of the Liberal party, or whether !should 
then claim exemption from the duties: I bave 
hitherto discha.rged. If, however, there should 
be reasonable ground for believing that, in-

stead of the course which I have sketched, it 
would be preferable, in the view of the party 
generally, for me to assume at once the place 
of an independent member, I should willingly 
adopt the latter alternative. But I shall 
retain all that desire I have hitherto felt for 
the welfare of the party, and if the gentlemen 
composing it should think fit either to choose 
a. leader or make provision ad itnttrim, with a 
view to the convenience of the present year, 
the person designated would, of course, com
mand from me any assistance which he might 
find occasion to seek, and which it might be 
in my power to render." 

The time bad now arrived when the pre
dictions of the friends of the Marquis of Hart
ington were to be fulfilled. The retirement 
of Mr. Gladstone from the leadership of the 
Liberal party had indeed made it from one 
point of view difficult, from another point of 
view easy to appoint a successor. The great 
ability, the long experience, and the yet abun~ 
dant energy of the Liberal chief had been so 
lately manifested by a session, in which mea
sures of immense importance had been carried, 
and the progrees of tbe country had been 
meBElured by rapid strides, that whoever should 
be cbosen to represent tbe great party that 
had temporarily fallen apart and been van
quished, could not hope and would not be ex
pected to exhibit equal qualifications for the 
task of leadership. At the same time there 
was, if not an iDSu~ountable reluctance Oll 

the part of other distinguished men, at least 
a grave disinclination to assume a position 
where comparison might tend to depreciate 
their real attainments, or where, however 
eminent those attainments might be, there 
would be great doubt as to their efficacy in 
reuniting the sections of the Liberals in such 
a'manner as to restore the probability of their 
ready return to power. 

However, a meeting was held at the Reform 
Club on the 3d of February, 1875, and there 
it was to be determined what course ShOldd 
be pursued. Mr. Bright was chairman of the 
meeting. Lord Granville, it Willi understood, 
W!\8 the trusted cbief in the Upper House. 
Who among the members of the late cabinet 
would be chosen to be the real leader wbere 

," 
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influence and authority would be more COD

stantly required 7 The general attention was 

fixed on Mr. Forster. He had displayed re
markable power of elucidation, no little tact, 
and that genuine earnestness of purpose which 
was of the greatest importan';' and to him 
had been intrusted a measure which bad met 
with the concurrence of the whole house, and 
was now heartily accepted by the eountry. 
Yet Mr. Forster's earnestness, allied as it per
haps neeeasari1y was with remarkahle posi
tiveness, was, psrhaps, the very quality which 
he felt, would prevent him from becoming in 
any real sense the parliamentary leader of the 
party. Two days before the meeting he wrote, 

declining the candidatnre on the ground that 
he felt he could not reckon on that general 
support without which he could not fulfil the 
required duties. 

Mr. Goschen had been spoken of 89 a can
didate, and the choice was supposed to be 
between him and Lord Hartington. Mr. 
GoscheD, however, bad scarcely been in a posi
tion to give to the Liberal party the kind of 
hostages which entitled him to occupy so re
sponsible a position. At aoyrate it was evi. 
dent that tbose who composed the meeting, 
and who were really representative men of 

various shad .. of Liberalism, had little doubt 
or hesitation when Mr. FONter had declined 
to occupy the place vacated by Mr. Gladstone. 
Mr. Villiers simply rose to remind the meet.. 
ing that Lord Hartington had been before 
the public and the Honse of Commons for 
sixteen or seventeen years j that they bad 
seen him filling subordinate offices, and also 
filling the higher offices in the state. He bad 
been chief secretary for Ireland; he had pre
sided over the post-office, aDd he had been 
under-secretary for warj he had presided over 
committees of great public importance, ami 
on all th ... occasions he had displayed good 
feeling, good aeuse, taet, and judgment that 
fairly entitled him to the eonfidence of the 
party. Mr. Villjers added that he would not 
believe any prejudice eould fairly b. raised 
against the Marquis of Hartington merely 
from the circumstance of his family connec
tiOllll, seeing that his family happened to b. 
lUIBOCiated with the great principles which had 

been profeeaed in tbe Liberal party for at 
least two centuries. Without further remarb.. 
he propoeed him to the acceptance of the 
meeting, sincerely believing that the noble 
lord would do honour to their choice. 

The propoaal wae responded to by Lord 
Frederick Cavendish, who spoke on bebalf of 
his brother, and Mr. Bright, as chairman of 

the meeting, spoke in terms of hearty com
mendation of the new leader of the Liheral 
forces. 

It was confidently expeoted that ~e queen 
would again appear in public to open parlia.
ment; but this was prevented by the sudden 
illness of Prince Leopold, her majesty's young
est son, who bad always been in such delicate 
health that he could not enjoy much active 
exercise, and was suffering from some kind of 
low fever, supposed to have been taken at 
Oxford, and the effects of which, upon a weak 
coDstitution, were greatly feared. Ha.ppily 
the prince recovered, but her majesty could 
not appear, and the speech was read by the 
lord-chancellor. 

Efforts to put an end to the East African 
slave-trade were vigorously continued, and the 
protected tribeaon the Gold Coast bad .... nted 
to abolieh it there. The king and chiefs of 
the Fiji Islands had offered to cede their terri
tory to England unfettered by any conditions, 

and it had been thought right to accept it, 
not only because of its na.tural resources, but 
because of the maritime advantages it would 
confer on the British fleets in the Pacific. 

An ample harvest had restored proeperity 
to the provinces of India, a.ud the great loss 
of liiewhich had been feared had been averted, 
because the Indian government had been 
able to convey food to the districts where 
the famine had been so severely felt. 

The harveSt in England, too) had been 
plentiful, and the prosperity of the country 
had been maintained; for though our trade of 
1874 had somewhat fallen off, and was less 
than that of 1873, 'the reduction of taJ:ation 
had steadily increased the consumption of the 
necessaries of life, and of articles which con
tributed to the revenue, so that the national 
finances were in a 88tisfactory conditioD_ 



GLADSTONE AND HIS CONTEMPORARIES. 

Sach were the agreeable conditions which at.. 
tended the Buccession of the new government 
to power. 

Measures for simplifying the tra.nofer of 
land, for completing the reconstruction of the 
judicature, for improving the dwellings of the 
working-classes in large towns, for amending 
the sanitary laws, preventing the pollution of . 
rivera by the operation of factories, the waste 
of mills. or preventible discharge of sewage 
and other noxious mattera, all were to receive 
attention. And a bill was also to he laid 
before the house for the amendment of the 
Merchant Shipping Acbi!. 

Among other matters to be considered was 
one of great importance, namely, legislation 
for the purpose of protection against pereonal 
violence, and for more effectually securing the 
trial of offenceS by appointing a public pro
secutor. 

It had heen suggested that some of the ex
ceptional or temporary statutes for preserving 
the peaee in Ireland might be dispensed with; 
but parliament had scarcely met before J abo 
Mitchel, the IriSh agitator, who had, as we 

have see., been transported for the part he 
took in the rebellion of 1848, reappeared upon 
the seen.. It will be remembered that he 
had broken his parole and had escaped to the 
United States, where he became a naturalized 
American. It was, of course, obvious enough 
that he was precluded on both grounds from 
representing a constituency in the House of 
Commons. By becoming a naturalized sub
ject of another state he had forfeited his 
rights as a British 8ubject, and 88 he bad not 
fuJ1ilJed the term of his sontenoe he was still 
A convict. These considerations were so far 
from influencing him and his supporters, that 
they were regarded 88 affording an extraor
dinary opportunity for expressing defiance of 
England by electing Mr. lIfitchei as member 
for Tipperary, and insisting that he should 
enter the House of Common&, where his 
brother-in-Ia.w, John Martin, sat 88 member 

for Meath. 
Mitchel, who was in very ill health, had 

issued an address from New York to the eleo
ton of Tipperary, decJaring himself to be in 

favour of Home Rule, by which, he explained, 
he meant the sovereign independence of Ire
land; the total overthrow of the Established 
Churcb; universal tenant rights and abol· 
ition of ejectments; free education-that is, 
denominational education for those who like 
it, secular education for those who like 
that, with the express organic provision of 
law that no persons should be taxed f-or 
the education of other persons' children; 
and the immediate liberation of those prison
ers of state whom the English government 
kept in prison as Fenians. That compliance 
with this would have been impossible, not to 
the English government alone but to any gov
ernment-eventoanyconceivableIrisbgovem
ment,-was nothing to the purpoee. Tipper
a.ry evidently cared for nothing more than 
that the candidate was the irreoonciJabie 
opponent of England, and sought to force 
himself into the British legislature. He 
landed at Queenstown; and parliament had to 
decide what was to be done with him. With
out delay Mr. Disraeli gave notice of a motion 
that John Mitchel, having been adjudged 
guilty of treason - felony and sentenced to 
transportation for fourteen years, and Dot 
having endured the full term of his sentence, 
nor having received pardon nnder the great 
seal, has become and continueB to be incapable 
to sit in parliament. He also announced that 
he should move for a new writ for Tipperary. 
A curious legal dehate followed, during which 
the attorney-general admitted that lIfi~heJ 
could not be proceeded against and compelled 
to serve out his original sentence. He might 
have been arrested for prison-breaking, but it. 
had not been worth while to arrest him; and 
it was argued that ha.ving been adjudged a 
felon, and not having either completed his 
,entente or received a pardon, be remained a 
felon and could not sit in parliament. The 
debate eontinued, and the proposal of Lo .. d 
Hartington and Mr. Forster for a committee 
was resisted by Mr. ~isl"aeli, who declared 
that there were no contradictory opinions 
which needed reconciling. The propoesl wns 
rejected without a. division. Mr. Disraeli'. 
resolution was agreed to, the new writ waa 
issued, and another candidate appeared-
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Captain Stephen Moore. Mitchel..... re
elected by a large majority, but Captain 
Moore claimed tlle seat, since the votes given 
to his opponent were illegal The question was 
then tried by the Irieh Court of Common PI..., 
which found in his favour. Mitchel, who 
would make DO defence, then -declared that he 
would become candidate for each county of 

Ireland in turn, eo that they might all be dis
franchised, and so awaken the Iriab people to 
their oppression; but he was unequal to the 
task. Before he could commence BUch an UD

dertaking the excitement he had UDdergone 
acting upon an enfeebled frame caused his 
death, which took place on the 21st of March, 
a.t Drumlane, near Newry. Hie brother-in
law and staunch supporter, John Martin, a 
man who, in spite of some extreme views, 
·was much liked in the house by members of 
both partiBB, ..... taken ill while attending the 
funeral, and died a few days afterwarda 

We can scarcely leave this period of our story 
and enter upon the remainiDg pages which 
will indicate rather than narrate the BOCial 

and political progl'ess of more recent yea.rs, 
without once more glancing at the attitude 
assumed by a certain number of the clergy, 
who, with a section of their congregations, 
refuse obedience either to ecclesiastical or to 
civil authority, though they retain tb. .as
sumption of belonging to the church which 
is supported and defended by both. If the 
Ritualists represent the Church of Eugland 
and the national observance of reiigion, then 
it is tims that diaBBtabliabment and disendow
ment abould be effected; they are doing their 
utmost, whether they mean it or not, to aid the 
opinions of those who declare that the Church 
of England so called is only one among many 
religious bodi .. , and sbould no longer claiat 
to be national in any special sense, but should 
form itself into a kind of church union repre
sented by a. council or assembly, much as one 
of the large noncol'formist bodies is more or 
1ess represented by what is known as the Con-
gregational Union. . 

To "no BUch union would the .Ritualistic 
priests and people be likely to conform. The 
eongregations which they -represant practi
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caUy acknowledge no extern&l authority for 
the regulation of church observances, and 
differ more from the Evangelical or Low 
Church bodies than the la.tter do from most 
forms of dissent or nonconformity. 

It is usually supposed that the Ritoalists 
are more in sympathy with the Church of 
ROUle, and it is obvious enough that they 
imitate the Romish ceremonial, elevate th~ 
paten, use inoense, observe genufiexions, sepa.
rate -themselves from the congregation by 
screens, deck the altar, and even celebrate the 
communion under the name of "mass." It is 
doubtful, however, whether these appru:ently 
Romish inclinations ~ave induced the Papal 
Church to seek -for converts in Ritualistic con
gregations. That church woold scarcely be 
likely to regard with pleased expectation, the 
accession of people or clergy who are distin
guished for disobedience to the authority under 
which they profeBB to remain, and for dis
loyalty to the repaatsd injunctions of the supe
riors, to whom by their very office they have 
promised to be dutiful. 

Earl Russell had come to the conclusion, 
that until the religion of the Church of Eng
land becameassimilatsd tothereligionof Rome, 
of St. Thomas Aquin .. , and of Aristotle, the 
Ritua\ists would not be satisfied. l'erbapa he 
did not see that bewre that could take place 
either the Ritualistic clergy must be the pre
vailing body in a church, the authority of. 
whose bishops they only acknowledge as " 
mere ma.tter of coDvenience, or they must join 
the opponents of all ecclesiastical authority 
snpported by the state, and therefore re
duce the so-called Church of England tD an 
important and genera11y recognized aect, the 
members of which, however, would DO more 
authoritatively form a state church than do 
the Wesleyan Methodists, tbe Baptists, or the 
.Cougregationa1ists. But let it be remem
bered, that though many of the" Ritna1istic· 
~lergy displayed what to ordinary people ap
peared to be an absnrdly dogged obstinacy, 
by persisting in wearing BBrtain eoatumea, and 
introducing peculiar geatures and postnres in 
the serviea, deoking the altar with Bowers and 
C&Ddles, using a monotonoUB twang in the ser
mon and a gabbling recitative in the prayers; 

H 
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as though these were things to hold to and be 
martyred for, there were others who, having 
fallen upon times of church restoration, open 
pews, memorial windows, and choral services, 
held that the whole mode of conducting the 
service needed to be made more picturesque 
and emotional in order to awaken the sensi
bilities. There were YOUDg men who, apart 
from the merely sensuous revivals of cere.. 
monial, were devoted workers, and assiduously 
visited the poor and the sick, organized: chari
table efforts, and set about improving or eB

tablishing schools, societies, week-day meet
ings, and even concerts, lectures, and recrea
tioDs among the mem hers of their churches 
and the inhabitants of their districts. The 
number of these, however, did not counteract 
the effect produced by the more fanatical up
holders of ornamental dresses, mysterious 
symbols, and strange ceremonies, which had a 
weak because an uninterpretable resemblance 
to those of the Romish chapeL Some of the 
-churches where these practices were observed 
had been built or endowed by private muni
ficence, and this- made the interposition of the 
bishope more djflicult. In many cases the 
introduction of what had come to be called 
Ritualism (though it was Dot only in excess 
'Of, but contrary to the settled ritual of the 
Reformed Church) aroused the bitter opposi
tion of a large number of the congregation. 
"The II rector's warden/' the" people's warden," 
.and the synodsmen became leaders of opposite 
factiolls; and' scenes of scandalous disorder 
·ensued because of the attempts of the reform
ing'\party to prevent Romish innovations. 
"The Wnful "iots which bad diegTaced St. 
-George's-in-tlle-East were repeated in some 
·other parts· .of London at this time, and at a 
later date. In some instances the service was 
interrupted, and actual fighting went on in
side and outsidel the churCh. Appeals were 
wade to the bishop of the dio .... , whose de
-clru'atioDS were disregarded by the CI priest. n 

All was confusion and disorder, and the house 
·of God was profaned, the name of religion 
-dishonoul'ed. 

The aspect of affairs was somewhat different 
from that which prevailed at the time of the 
.St. Geol'ge's-ill-the-East riots, for before the 

struggle became violent, compulsory church
rates had been abolished. In February, 1868, 
a bill, introduced by Mr.· Gladetone for the 
abolition of compulsory church-rates; had been 
read a second time amidst considerable oppo
sition, with respect to which Lord Cranborne 
asked what was to be gained by adhering to 
the principle of (( no surrender." That ques

tion, he said, was to be answered by the cir
cumstances of the time. We must look not 
only to the position of the nation out of doora, 
but to the course of events in the house; the 
principles upon which' parties guided their 
movements, the laws by which public men 
regulated their own conduct. He did not 
think that any gain to the church would re

sult from prolonging the conteet; and though 
he gave up any possession of the church with 
the deepest reluctance, he could not content 
himself with a stolid opposition nor give way 
to that tendency, by which it seemed 80 many 
were apt to be affected, of pursuing for mauy 
years a steady obstruction, and then giving 
way to an unreasonable panic. It was wiser 
to accept the terms offered" them, because they 
might go further and fare worse. 

These terms stopped short of actual aboli
tiou; but the rates were made voluntary, in
asmuch as' their payment could not be com
pelled by legal process. 'The act passed on 
the 31st of July, 1868, and its preamble stated, 
that as church-rates had for some years ceased 
to be made or collected in many parishes by 
reason of ~he opposition thereto; andl in many 
other parishes where church-rates bad been 
made, the levying thereof had given rise to 
litigation and ill-feeling, it was expedient to 
abolish the power to compel payment of such 
rates by any legal proc.... The tirst section 
of the act provided tbat DO such process could 
be taken for the enforcement of 'payment of 
any cburch-rate made in any perish in Eng
land or Wales. Thus this vexed question was 
at last eettlecL 

While we are noting this subject it may 
be obeerved that the introduction of the 
Elementary. Education Act agaiu revived 
the question, not of church.rates, but of the 
payment of .. tes for the partial Sl1Ppoet of 
denominational schools by gt'8nUs, in places 

:-, 
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where there was no demand for tlle establish

ment of a bOaJ.u-school, the provisions of the 
existing voluntary rate-aided schools being 
BUfficient for the instruction of the children. 
For some time the discussion grew clamorous 
on this subject, and doubtless, from the point 
of view of the Dissenters aDd those who de
manded a. merely secular education) the sup
port of denominational schools by a. grant 
from the rates appeared to be objectionable. 
J uat as under the modified forms of the old 
system, chW'Ch-rates, when voted by a majority 

of ratepayers, had been payable by all house
holders, these school-rates were payable by 
all householders, if the supporters of church 
schools were sufficiently numerous to sustain 
thetp. against the demand for affiliation of the. 
parish or district to that of the school-board 
and the provision of a board-school. As a 
writer in the Pall Mall Gazette said even as 

late as January, 1874, the positions respec
tively occupied by the contending parties 
seemed to be - " We will Dot pay deno
mina.tional fees, because it does violence to our 
religious scruplesj" and, "You must pay deno
minational fees, because to refuse them does 
violence to other people's religious scruples." 
As a Blatter of fact, the general seDse of public 
opinion soon rectified tliis impression. The 
operation of the school-boards, and the ma.nner 
in which it satisfied the requirements of vari
ous classes of tbe public, helped to assimilate 
the voluntary rate-aided schools, and even in 
rural districts the working of the Education 
Act haa gradually established board-achools 
In place of many of the ineffectual and ill-
8upported schools formerly maintained by 
voluntary subscriptions aided by occasional 
grants 

It will be perceived that what we have now 
been considering has its bearing on the question 
of Ritualism, for it is easy to understand tha.t 
Dissenters, or men of decidedly Protestant 
viewa, regariled with dismay the probability 
of being required 'tv .. nd their children to tbe 
schools of those other DissenteIS or N oncon
formists who yet were recognized as belonging 
to the Church of England, though they stood 
on the Romish side and were known as 
Ritualists. It will be .. en, too, that all these 

subjects had a very direct relation to the 
question of possible church disestablishment. 
That was a matter on which people were 
compelled to think seriously; and though the 
disestablishment and disendowment of the 
church in Ireland had no necessary connection 
with, and was not at all prelimina,ry to, any 
movement a.ffecting the Establishment in Eng
land--the relations of the church to the two 
countries being essentially ditl"erent-men 
looked the propoaal in the face. Mr. Glad
stone did. The arguments of those who op
poaed chnrch diseatablishment in Ireland on 
the ground of the probability of its being fol
lowed by a similar measure in England did 
Dot cause him to protest too much. In that 
chapter of autobiography, written in Septem
ber, 1868, in which he refers to his early de
clarations with regard to the church, and bis 
correspondence with Lord Macaulay, he says: 

"I can hardly believe that even those, in
cluding, as they do, so many men hath upright 
and able, who now contend on principle for 
the separation of -the church from the state, 
are 80 determined to exalt their theorem to 
the place of an universal truth, that they ask 
us to condemn the whole of. that process, by 
which, as the gospel spread itself through the 
civilized world, Christianity became incorpor
ated with the action of civil authority and 
with the framework of public law. In the 
course of human history, indeed, we perceive 
little of unmixed evil and far less of UDiversal 
good. It is not difficult to discern that (in 
the language of Biahop Heber) .. the world 
became Christian Christi.anity beca.meworldly: 
tha.t the average tone of a system, which em
braces in its wide-spreading arms the entire 
community, is almost of necessity lower than 
tha.t of a society which, if large, is still private, 
and into which no man. enters except by his 
own deliberate choice, very possibly even at 
the cost of much per.sonal a.nd temporal detri
ment. But Christ died for the ~ee: and 
those who notice the limited progress of con
version in the world until alliance with the 
civil authority gave to His religion a wider 
access to the at~ntion of mankind, may be in
clined to doubt whether, without that a.llia.nce, 
its immeas1l:rable and inestimable social results 
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would ever have been attained. Allowing for 
all that may be justly urged against the danger 
of mixing secular motives with religious ¢. 
ministration, and, above all, against the intru
Bion of force ~to the domain of thought, I for 
one cannot desire that Constantine in the gov
ernment of ,the empire, that Justinian in the 
formation of its code of laws, or that Charle
magne in refounding society, or that Elizabeth 
in the crisis of the English Reformation should 
have acted on the principle that the state and 
the church in themselves are separate or alien 
powers incapable of coalition. 

"',But there are two causes, the combined 
operation of which, upon reaching a certain 
point of development, relaxes or dissolves 
their union by a process as normal (if it be 
Jess beneficial) as that by which the union waa 
origina.lly brought about. One of these is the 
establishment of the principle of popular seIf
government as the basis of political constitu
tions. The other is the disintegration of Ch~ 
tendom from one into many communions. As 
long as the church at large, or the church 
within the limi~ of the nation is substantially 
one, I do not see why the religious care of the 
subject, through a body properly constituted 
for the purpose, should cease to be a function 
of the state, with the whole action and life of 
_which it has throughout Europe been' so long 
and so closely 88Sociated. As long as the state 
holds by descent, by the intellectual superiority 
of the governing c1 ... es, and by the good-will 
of the people, a position of original and unde
rived authority, .there is no absolute impro
priety, but the reverse, in ita commending to 
the nation the greate"!tti of all boons. 

"But when, either by BOme revolution of in
stitutions from their summit to their base, or 
by a silent and surer process, analogous to 
that which incessantly removes a.nd replaces 
the constituent parte of the human body, the 
state has come to be the organ of the deliberate 
and ascertained will of the community, ex
pressed through legal channels, then, indeed, 
the inculcation of a religion ~ DO longer rest 

. in full or permanent force upon its authority. 
And when, in addition to this, the community 
itself is split and severed into opinions and 
communions, which,. whatever their concur-

ren~ in the basis of Christian belief, are hos
tile in regard to the point at issue, so that· 
what"Was meant for the nation dwindles into 
the private estate as it were of a comparative 
handful, then the attempt to mlloint&in an 
established church becomes an error fatal to 
the peace, dangerous perhaps even to the life, 
of civil society. Such a church then becomes 
(to u.e a figure I think of John Foster's) no 
longer the temple, but the mere cenotaph of a 
great idea. Such a policy is thereafter not 
simply an attempt to treat what is euperau.
Duated and imbecile as if it were full of life 
and vigour, but to thwart the regular and 
normal action of the ruling social forces, to 
force them from their proper channels, and to 
turn them by artificial contrivance, as Apollo 
turned the rivers of Troas from their beds, to 
a purpose of our own. This is to set ca
price Roooainst nature; and the end must be 
that, with more or less of delay, more or less 
of struggle or convulsion, nature will get the 
better of caprice. 

"But does it follow from all this that the tone 
of mora1action in the state should be lowered 1 
Such a fear is what perplexes serious and 
sober men, who are laudably unwilling to sur
render, in a world where falsehood has 80 wide 
a. range, any portion of this vantage-ground 
of truth and right. I, who may ha.e helped 
to mislead them by an over-hasty genera.liza... 
tion, would now submit what seems to me· 
calculated to reassure the mind. 

"I make an appeal to the history of the loat 
thirty years. During those years, what may 
be called the dogmatic allegiance of the state 
to religion has been greatly relaxed; but its· 
consciousness of moral duty has been not less 
quickened and enhanced. Ida not say this in de
preciation of Christian dogma. But we are still 
a Chri.tian peopie. Cbriatianity h .. wrought 
itself into the public life of fifteen hundred 
years. Precious truths and laws of relative 
right and the brotherhood of man, such as 
the wisdom of heathenism BClU'ceIy dreamed 
of, and could never firmly grasp, the goepeI 
bas made to be part of our common inheri
tance, common as the sunlight that warms us 
and as the air we breathe. Sharp though our 
divisions ~ belief may be, they have not cut 
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"'" deep as to prevent, or as perceptibly to im
pair, the recognition of those great outlines 
.and fences of moral action. It is far better 
for us to trust to the operation of these our 
·common principles and feelings,"1Uld to Bel"Ve 

our Maker together in that wherein we are at 
one, rather tha.n, in aiming at a standard theo
retically higher, to set out with a. breach of 
the great commandment which forms the 
,ground-work of all relative duties, and to re
fuse to do as we would be dODe by." 

In reading these words we can scarcely avoid 

the conclusion that the writer perceived the 
probable effects of the diverse movements in 
the church-upon the position of the church 
itself-in rela.tion to a claim for state support 
.and a Bubjection to state controL At a later 
.date, however, in 1874 and 1875, Mr. Glad
stone wrote with characteristic emphasis on 
the subject of Ritu.a.lism, and repeated adeclara.

tion which he had made thirty years before, 
that the prosecution of the .clergy for matters 
of observance, 01' the interference of legal tri~ 
bunals would b. ineffectual, and would at the 
same time perpetua.te that moral disturbance 
which is itself more mischievous than the di
vergence of observances in public worship 
which au appea.l to the law is designed to 
punish or to control Mr. Gladstone did not 
regard the apparent spread of Ritualism witb 
the apPl'ehension expressed by numbers of. 
people who professed to be jealous for Protes
tantism.. There was &. much more practica.l 
and important question at issue than whether 
a ~andful of the clergy were or were not en
gaged in an utterly hopeless and visionary 
effort to Romanize the church and the people 
of England. At no time since the sanguinary 
reign of Mary had such a scheme been po JSible. 
But if it had been possible in the seventeenth 
or eighteenth centuries it would still have be
come impossible in the nineteenth, when Rome 
had substituted for the proud boast of 'Bmper 
eadem a policy of violence and change in faith, 
when she hod refutbished and paraded anew 
every rusty tool she was fondly thought to 
have disused, when no one could become her 
convert without renouncing his moral and 
mental freedom, and placing his civil loy&.lty 
and duty at the mercy of another, and when 

sbe had equally repudiated modern thougbt 
and ancient history. He could not persuade 
himstllf to feel alarm as to the final issue of 
her crusades in England, and that although 
he did not undervalue ber great powe:rs of 
mischief by persevering proselytism.1 

Mr. Gladstone regarded so-called Ritualism 
as the result, sometimes the exaggerated re
sul~ of that reformation in the structure of 
the buildings, and in decent, orderly, and 
reverent celebration of Divine wOl'l:lhip and 
the services of the church, which superseded. 
the mean and inconvenient edifices, the slo~ 
venly observances, the uncouth singing, and 
the indifference of the congregation, which 
had been painfully prevalent fortyyea.l's before. 
He reminds his readers tha.t the use of the 
surplice in the pulpit was once regarded as an 
innovation suggestive of Romish tendencies, 
that a surpliced choir was to many an abomin
ation, and that many changes which had be
come established customs in the most simple 
and distinctly Protestant churches, a.nd sOQle 
of them even among non-episcopB:l congrega
tions, were opposed on the ground that they 
were intended to favour popish or heretical 
doctrines. 

I~Tliere cannot," said Mr. Gladstone, "be 
a. doubt that the beauty of the edifice, the 
furniture and the service, though their pur
pose be to carry the mind forward, may in
duce it to rest upon those objects th~mselves. 
Wheresoever the growth a.n~ progress of ritual, 
though that ritual be in itself suitable and 
proper, is accepted, whether consciously or 1\n
consciously, and whether in whole or in part 
by the individual, as standing in tbe stead 
of his own concentration and travail of spirit 
in devotion, there the ritual, though good in 
itself, becomes for him 80 much formality, 
that is, so much deadness. Now there are. 
multitudes of people who will accede at once 
to this proposition, who will even hold it to be 
no more than. a truism, but with a coDlpiacent 
conviction in the back-ground of their minds 
that it does not touch their case at all. They 
may be Presbyterians or Nonconformists, or 
they may be Churchmen whose clergyman 

1 Contnnpomry ReoknD, October, 1876. reprin~d 1875; 
Gl4anmg., of PtNe Y4ar .. Tot vi. 1879. 
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preaches against ~opery open or concealed, or 
who have thems,elves subscribed liberally to 
prosecute the Rev. this or the Rev. that, for 
Ritua.lism. No matter. They,and their clergy
man too, may nevertheless be :8agrant Ritual
ists. For the barest miDimum of Ritualism 
may be a screen hiding from the worshipper 
the object of his worshipj nay, will be such a 
SCl'eeD, unless the worshipper bestirs himself 
to use it as a help and to see tha.t it is DOt a 
anare." 

The limits of our remaining pagee forbid 
further quotation from an article, which the 
student who desires to estimate the aspect 
and attitude of the" Ritualistic" controversy 
would do well to read. It is necessary, how
ever, to remember that Mr. Gladstone pre
faces it by saying, "I have nowhere ques
tioned that those are outward usages, which 
may and must be of doctrinal significance. 
My proposition is simply this:-That, where 
external usages have become subjects of con
tention, and that contention is carried to issue 
in courts of law, the field shonld not be un

necessarily widened i and the usage should not 
be interpreted for judicial purposes with r&

ference to this or that particular dogma 80, 

long, but of course only sO long, as it natu· 
rally and UDconstrainedly bears some sen&e 
not entailing such a consequence." 

These had heen Mr. Gladstone'. views dur
ing the long and bitter controversy, which did 
not cease when a new act of the legislature 
was passed for the purpnse of bringing ritDa
listic priests into conformity, or rendering 
them liable to suspension, inhibition, or even 
imprisonment. There had been numerous 
protests, numerous a.ppeals to the bishops, 
frequent warnings, and it cannot be said that 
instances were wanting calculated to alarm 
and disturb th088 who differed from Mr. 
Gladstone in their estima.te of the power of 
the Papal Church and the influence of its 
emiBSarieB or of the admirera of Romish cere
monies and practices. In Februal'Y, 1867, a 
deputation from the N ationftl Club waited on 
the Archbishop 01 Canterbury to pressnt an 
address, asking him to use his influence to sup
prees the attempt of som. of the clergy to re
vive Ramish practices in the Reformed Church. 

Among those innova.tions pw.'ticu1arlyspeci:6ed 
were habitual confession to a priest, wearing 
Romish vestments, the use of incense and of 
candles lighted in the dsytime, the mixing of 
water with the sacramental wine, and the 
offering of the Holy Sacrament as a propitia~ 
tory ascrifice.The ... ply of the archbishop 
was, U Whatever changes may be fairly con· 
sidered to be symbolical of fIToneous doctrine, 
and to fa.vour that which was deliberately re· 
iected by the Church of England-whatever 
I have reason to believe is offensive to the 
great bulk of a congregation, and calculated 
to estrange them from the church of their 
10refathers-sIl this I shall readily discoun
tenance j but I must not be understood to 
promise any interference with tha.t legitimate 
latitude which is pennit~d in the ordering of 
the services of the church." 

In the following Maya royal commission was 
authorized to inquire into the differences of 
practice which bad arisen in tbe church from 
varying interpretations put upon tbe rubrics, 
ordel'8J and directions for regulating the cause 
and conduct of public worship, more especially 
with respect to the ornaments used in churches 
and chapels, and the vestments worn by the· 
ministers. The question, therefore, had been 
for some years under discussion i but it was 
felt that any attempt to settle it by putting 
stringent laws in force would be followed with 
difficulties which might endanger the Estab
lishment. When a definite measure was at 
Isngth brought forward Mr. Gladstone, &8 

we have seen, opposed it on the ground that 
for the purpose of restraining a few persons 
who desired to import into the observance of 
the Church of England an imitation of the 
ceremonies of the Church of Rome, it wonld 
tend to deprive the former of its freedom 
without any real certainty of "elfecting the 
object desired. .As a matter of fact it had not 
been easy to compel the abandonment of these 
practices by those who first declared that in 
observing them they were obeying the real 
injunctions of the church, and who secondly 
challengsd a decision on the charge that they 
were breaking the law of the state, while they 
denied the authority of a civil court to pro
l'IOUUQe OD Qhurcb mattel"8, 
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It was in opposing the "Public Worship 
Regulation Bill» that Mr. Gladstone rea.p~ 

peared in the House of CommOIlB in 1874, 
and Mr. Disraeli uttered some congratulatory 
words on his again presenting himself in par
liament, and expressed the lo~ which the 
house had felt during his absence. There 
were two measures about to be brought for
ward. One was the Church Pa.tronage of Scot
land Bill introduced in the Hou .. of Lord. by 
the Duke of Richmond, for the purpose of 
abolishing the remaining 1ay patronage in the 
Established Kirkand vesting it in thememben 
of the congregations. The qualification was to 
be that which existed in other Presbyterian 
bodies in Scotland j the compensation to pa-
trons was not to exceed ODe year's stipend, 
where any compensation was demanded. This 
bill went apparently a long way towards in
stituting a system of congregatio~alj.sm in 
Sootland, and thQugh it was advocated by the 
Duke of Argyll and other Liberal peem, Mr. 
Gladstone warmly supported an amendment 
proposed by Mr. Baxter on the seoond read
ing in the House of Commons, to the effect 
that it was inexpedient to legislate on the 
subject of patronage in the Church of Scot.. 
land without further inquiry. Mr. Gladstone 
objected to the exclusion of the "beriton" 
from a distinet share in the election of minis~ 
tel'S, to the omission of any provision for the 
needs of Highland parishes, and to the effects 
which the measure would have on the Free 
Church. What, he asked, were they going to 
do for those people whom they bad driven out 
of the Established Church, and compelled to 
6.·od ministers for themse1 ves, to build churches, 
manses, and schools, and in fact to organize 
and pay for the establishment of a complete 
system of chureh government 1 If they would 
receive them back in bodies be would with
draw his oppoaition to the bill. If the General 
Assembly would, on terms of fraternal equal
ity, communicate with the Dissenting bodies, 
and endeavour to, bring about an union of 
equality, he would assist them to the full~
tent of his power; but the present bill was 
neither fair nor generous. He wanted to know 
what the General Assembly had done toward. 
reuniting itself to bodies which it turned out 

holding the view which formed the basis of 
the present bill. Speaking of the effects which 
the measure had already produced, he said: 

(I There was scarcely any disestablishment 
movement in Scotland until the date of the 
introduction of this crude, premature, and 
insufficiently coDsidered bill. But is it true 
that there is no promise of a disestablishment 
movement in Scotland now1 What has hap
pened since the announcement of this bi111 
The representatives of 1,200,000 of the Scot
tish people ha.ve, in their General Assembly, 
declared for disestablishment. . . '. There 
were 295, as I understand the number, against 
98, those 98 not voting in favour of establish
ment, but for the previous question. I do not· 
wish myself to be responsible for raising the 
question of disestablishment in Soot1and. I 
am not an idolater of establishments. 

"Neither am I one of those who would wish 
to raise a controversy of that kind, excepting 
under very strong justifying circumstances, 
and excepting with a perfect preparedness to 
abide the issue of that contest. In Scotland 
there has been no general movement of princi
pie towards diseatablishment; and although an 
established church in a minority is an anomaly, 
it is ~ anomaly which I was well content to 
tolerate, and which the masses of the people of 
Scotland were juatly and wisely prepared to 
tolerate, and not to be guided by abstract prin
ciple., but by a careful regalll to the .tate of 
facts. But when in that state of things the 
government throws down' the challenge before 
them; proposes to invest this ecclesiastical 
body, or even the committee or commission 

, of it, with powers never before intrusted to 
an ecclesiastical body, but which will infallibly 
be quoted in support of high clerical preten
sions in other quartersj and when in doing tha.t, 
it does it, as the right honourable and learned 
lord says, in the sense of strengthening the 
Eetablished Church, but declining to recog
nize, for every prnctical pllrpose, the existence 
of those great Presbyterian communities whom 
you drove out and coDlpelled to become Dis
senters, entirely declining to recognize them, 
except as bodies from whom you make a. cer
tain profit by withdrawing one adherent from 
them here and a.nother from them there-
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that is a challenge, I think, to them to take 
up a queetion of the puhlic and national en
dowment of religion such 88 was never before 
iaaued by a government under any circnm
atancea, and such as, in my opinion, it is totally 
inconsistent with prudence and wisdom to 
issue. If we have been rash-which I do not 
admit-onr rashn ... will oertainly fade into 
utter ineignifiea.nee by the side of the gratui. 
tous hardihood of the government, which, as 
it appeara to me, determines to initiate a re

ligious war in Scotland under the influence of 
the best motives, but UDder circumstances the 
moot slippery and dangeroua.-

The bill, however, was canied by a very 
large majority, and it afterwardS became 
<>vident that the Puhlic Worebip &guIation 
Bill would aIao be carried. This meaeure 
was introdueed by the Archbishop of Canter· 
bury in the Honee of Lords, and after eome 
amendments, provided that, in accordanee with 
what seemed from some partB of the canons to 
be the intended constitution of the church, 
the bishop of the diocese, guided by the advice 
of clerieal and lay ....... re, ehould have the 
power of directing the mode of worship ob
served in the churches. A single parishioner, 
or the rural dean, or the archdea.con, was to 
have power to appeal to the bishop against 
the practices of an incumbent with regard to 

public worahip, and the bishop might then, 
if he thought the complaint sufficiently well 
grounded, summon the 88Be9S0l'8 to inquire 
into i~ If the a.ssessora condemned the prac.. 
tiee or observa.nce the bishop could issue a 
monition, against which the incumbent might 
appeal to the archbiehop and hio board of ..... 
BetIBOl'B, who would be competent to pronounce 
a final decision. 

At a later stage, neer the close of the disc ..... 
siOD, Mr. Disraeli-who declared that the 
object of the bill was to put dOWD Ritualism, 
and remarked that if Mr. Gladstone did not 
know what Ritualism. was he was in a very 
isolated position-unmistOkably adopted the 
meaelU"O. 

These ecclesiastical dilOUssioDS were r&

markable for the differences of opinion which 
appeared between members of both parties 
,hen the queationa were brough,t forward. 

Lord Selisbury, who was characterized by 
Mr. Disraeli as a great master of gib .. and 
flouts and jeers, was again opposed to bis sub
sequent chief, and denounced the bill in the 
House of Lords. Mr. Gathome Hardy con· 
demned it in the House of Commons. But 
still more remarkable was the defence of the 
bill and the fervid appeal against Mr. Glad· 
stone's propositions made by Sir William Ha.r
court, the solicitor-general of the previous . 

government. He peid a high tribute to Mr. 
Gladstone's incomparable eloquence, but de
scribed the epeeeh to wbich the bonee had 
listened as a powerful plea for universal Non ... 
conformity. He ealled upon Mr. Disraeli to· 
.how that he was the leader· of English 
opinion and to identify the government with 
the meeeurs brought forward by the Arch· 
bishop of Canterbury .. It was evident that 
public opinion was'in favour of steJlJ being 
teken to ......... the principles of the Reformed 
Church against" Popish practices J,I by some ot 
her professed ministera. The Public Worship 
Regulation Bill became law, and the patron ... 
age and direction of Mr. Disraeli doubtleBB 
accelerated it; but neither the influence of 
the governmen~ the anthority given to the 
bishops, nor the power of the judge of the 
ecclesiastical division of the judicature proved 
to be efficac~ons in ~illg it a measure traIy 
aud effectively regulating public worship. 
Not even the advocacy of the former solicitor
general- who appeared for the time to 
abandon, if not to denounce his political chief 
-could invest the bill with the power which 
was claimed for it. 

The series of letters which appeared in the 
Pima with the signatnre of "Historicus" iD 
the early perl of the decade now under our 
notice had excited DO little attention, and 
were regarded as valuable contributions to 
the discUBBion of international law. Those 
who kuew that they were coDtributed to 
"the leeding journal - by William George 
Granville Venables Vernon Hercourt-who, 
beside having made a reputation at the bar, 
was already recognized 88 an effective speaker 
and an able writer on political subjects-pre-. 
dieted that he would not b. long out of par-
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liament, though in 1858 he had'unsuccessful1y 

presented himself as a candidate to represent 
the Kirkcaldy burghs. In 1866 he became & 

queen's counsel, and two years afterwards was 
returned to parliament by the I.J.berals of the 
city of Oxford. In the following year he was 
elected professor of international law in the 
University of Cambridge, and was a member 
of the royal commissions for amending the 
naturalization laws and the neutrality laws. 

Mr. Harcourt was grandson o~ the former 
Archbishop of Canterbury, and in 1859 was 
married to the stepdaugbter of the late Sir 
George Cornewall Lewis, and after ber death 
to the daugbter of the late John Lothrop 
Motley, the fgmous writer of the bistory afthe 
Netherlands, who was for some time minister 
for the United States in London. 

It was Dot till after his appointment as 
solicitor-general in Mr. Gladstone's ministry 
in 1873 that Mr. Harcourt received the honour 
of knighthood, but it may be said that the title 
added nothing to the reputation which be had 
already achieved. His tall, burly figure and 
outspoken language were already familiar to 
the house, where many members, as well as 
people outside parlia.ment, regarded him as 
somewhat of the typical Englishman, especi
.ally when the manner of his assailants seemed 
to arouse in him a certain blunt directness, 
which sometimes strongly resembled defiance, 
a quality which has not been altogether with
out effect in recent parliamentary contentions, 

Mr. Gladstone was now not only out of 
office, but had in a great measure secured an 
.opportunity for exercising independent action. 
He needed repose-the kind of repose which 
such men as he find in change of employment 
and in temporary freedom from the ouerous 
responsibilities of political leadership. Bis 
.occasional presence in the house was marked 
by the vigour with which he took part in the 
debates. He had supported Mr. Forster in 
bis strenuous opposition to the proposed En
dowed Schools Act, Amendment Bill, espe
cially to those clauses which would have re
stored to the Church of England the adminis
tration of schools of which the founders had 
recognized Episcopal authority, or had directed 
attendance on the service of the Church, or 

bad appointed that the master should be in 
holy orde.... This the Liberals declared would 
be a retrogressive enactment-an endeavour 
to cancel recent legislation, which bad thrown 
open such schools to the whole nation. So 
decided was the opposition, that, though the 

. bill passed its second stage, and afterwards 
went into committee, Mr. Disraeli abandoned 
the obnoxious clauses. Mr. Forster had shown 
that out of 1082 grammar-schools 584 had 
been founded before the Toleration Act, 35 

before the Reformation, and 44 during the 
Commonwealth. The NoncoDformists were 
strong in their denunciation of the proposed 
measure. The prime minister declared that 
he could not himself understand the disputed 
clauses; and eventually the meaSllre was so 
curtailed that it chiefly consisted of an act to 
abolish the Endowed Schools Commission and 
to transfer its powers to the Charity Commis
sioners. 

Mr. Gladetone had already begun to de.o~ 
some portion of the leisure which bis retire
ment afforded him to the discussion, by means 
of published essays, of the questions which 
had arisen out of his declaration with regard. 
to the attitude assumed by the Church of 
Rome. That declaration, part of which haa 
beeu quoted in a previous page, aroused con .. 
siderable excitement, Dot only in England, but 
a~oad; and many eminent Rowan Catholics 
in tbis country entered into the controversy, 
some of them protesting, and others in the 
main agreeing with the' conclusions of Mr. 
Gladstone on the subject of the l-ecent demands 
of the Vatican for absolute pa.pal infallibility 
in relation to civil as well as ecclesiastical 
affa.irs. 

It is not surprising that while several dis
tinguished converts to the Roman communion 
oppos~d Mr. Gladstone's views with consider
able display of indignation, many representa
tives of old Roman Catholic families endorsed 
them. It is nothing Dew in our history for 
English members of the Roma.n communioD 
to avow that they owe no supreme political 
or eivil allegiance to the pope. _ The men who 
sprang forward to fight against the Spanish 
Armada were reRdy to disregard or even to 
defy papal denunciations; and therein they 

• 
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only followed the traditions of English Catho
licism. It was Dot to Mr. Gladstone's essay 
on Ritualism. that the controversy referred. 
Partly in reply to the remonstrances which 
followed, but also apparently because he 
deemed it right to speak out upon the whole 
question, especially 88 he had been so closely 
identified with legislation which had secured 
religious liberty aDd had removed the civil 
and pclitic:al disahilitiee of hie Roman Catholic 
fellow .. ubjects, Mr. Gladetone, a month after 
the publication of the essay, isaued a pamphlet 
on Th~ Yalica:n. lJecreu in. their beari.ng 01& 

Civil .I1llegia""". In ,this he justified his 
former statements. The sale of the pamphlet 
was enormous. The disputanta who entered 
the field were many, and included Cardinals 
Manning and Newman, Bishops Ulla.tborne, 
Vaughan, and Clifford, Monsignor Capel, 
MODsignor Francisco N a.rcli, Lord Petre, Lord 

. Herries, Lord Robert Montague, Sir George 
Bowyer, Lord Camoys, and Lord Acton. 
Among his numerous opponents, of course, 
were some who charged him with insulting 
and accusing tlie Roman Catholics of this 
caunta.,.. He absolutely denied any such in
tention, and when the cries of anger, of sur
prise, and of Tebuke had somewhat subsided 
he issued a second pamphlet- Vaticanwn: an 
.11 ........ 10 &proofs and &pliM, in which he 
reiterated his assertions, saying:-

If The Vatican decrees do, in the strictest 
sense, establish for the pope a supreme com
mand over loyalty and civil duty. To the 
vast majority of Roman Catholics they are, 
and in all likelihood will long in their care· 
fully enveloped meaning remain practically 
unkno~ Of that small minority who have 
spoken or fitted themselves to speak, a portion 
l-eject t~em. Another portion receive them 
with an express reserve, to me perfectly satis
factory, against all their civil consequences. 
Anotber portion seem to suspend their judg
ment until it is determined what is a free 
council, what is moral unanimity, wbat are 
dec1arations .., cathednl, whether there has 
been a decisive and binding promulgation so 
as to create a law, and whether the claim for 
an undue obedience need be coDsidered until 
aome act of undue obedience is asked. A very 

large class, as it seems to me, think they re
ceive these decrees, and do not. They are in .. 
valved in inconsistency, and that inconsistency 
is dangerous." 

In this ecclesiastical controversy Mr. Glad
stolle seemed DOW to be immersed, but be 

. actively engaged· in other duties. Other 

essaytl appeared from his pen j he Bpoke at 
public meetings and at assemblies for the pr0-

motion of education; though he seemed 80 

far to have withdrawn from political leader
ship that not only his former followers, but 
many Conservatives also, were deploring his 
abstention from taking a more decidedly pro
minent part, and were speaking of it in terms 
of regret. This is not the place to enter 
into the discussions which engaged him, and 
the declarations which were made that he 
was showing a want of discretion in alien
ating the friendly suppcrt of a large number 
of the members oj the Roman Catholic Churcb . 
In reading the essays themselves one readily 
perceives that he felt the time had come when 
it was his duty to speak out, beyond the pos
sibility of mistake. To the .... ys themselves, 
which are published .in an inexpensive form 
along with others, we would refer not only for 
a more complete comprehension of the subject 
with which he dealt, but as an aid to the study 
of his mental, and, if we may he excused for 
the word, of his temperamental cha.ra.cteristics. 

Mr. Gladstone, then, was taking only an 
occasional, though sometimes a prominent, 
part in parliamentary discussions. The 
Liberal pat"ty was, so to speak, in abeyance; 
the government of Mr. Disraeli was united, 
and the Consarvati ves seemed lik~y to hold a 
long lease of power. 

The very name of Asbantee had to many 
people something mysterious about it. It was 
remembered that the Gold Coast had always 
been associated with thoughts of slavery, of 
the cruelty of native sa.vage rulers, of blood

shed indulged in as a common ceremony or as 
a pastime. The Ashantees were the fiercest 
of the tribee of Western Africa, and lost few 
opportunities of kiUing or oppressing the 
weaker people about them, among whom were 
the Fantees, under British protection, but 
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incapable of defendiug the territory or support
ing the few troops which garrisoned .the forts. 

Our trading settlemenls on the Gold Cosst, 
founded in the seventeenth century, had fre
quently been a source of trol\l>le. They had 
been relinquished in 1830, after a conflict with 

the Ashantees, who were afterwards defeated, 
and a treaty was concluded with them by the 
governor of Cape Coast Castle, Mr. Maclean, 
the husband of Letitia Elizabeth Landon 
(L. E. L.), whoss verses of a sentimental and 
somewhat melancholy cast were once much 
quoted. This lady, who married Mr. Maclean 
in 1838, was found dead in her room, with a 
phial which had contained prussic acid clssped 
in her hand. No reason could be alleged for 
this tragic occurrence; and it excited consider
able attention, and probably gave greater in
terest to her poems than their intrinsic merits 
would have secured. 

For some yean the affairs of the Gold Coast 
settlements were administered by a body of 
merchant traders, but subsequently were 
placed under the control of the colonial office. 
In 1863 hostilities again arose, and were 
brought to an unsatisfactory end, because 
of the fatal effecls of the climate on the 
troops. Still later some of the settlements 
were made over to the Dutch in exchange 
for other territory, but in 1872 these p0sses

sions were by treaty transferred to Eng
land in return for 8. small sum of money and 
for the removal of some of the restrictions 
which former treaties had placed upon the 
Dutch in Sumatra. The result of this was 
that the Dutch became involved in 8. war with 
the Sultan of Acheen, who was supported by 
the Malay.; and the King of Ashanles, who 
claimed from England the continuance of 8. 

pension or allowance which he had formerly 
received from the Dutch, occupied the ceded 
territory, a.nd commenced 8. desultory war by 
attacking the Fantees. Then ensued 8. series 
of harassing assaults on our garrisons j and 
though, when t~ King of Ashantee was met 
by a small body of English troopa and marines, 
he was signally beaten, it was believed that 
whil. his tribe held possession of the open 
country the other tribes would make comnlon 
cause with them. It was determined, there-

fore, to send 8. large force, which in the cooler 
season of the year might push on towards 
Coomassie, the Ashantee capital, Captain 
Glover, 8. commander of much ex.perience in 
dea.ling with the natives, having collected on 
the east of the proposed line of advance 
8. number of HOUSSM, ODe of the warlike 
Ma.hometan tribes of the country. 

Such an enterprise as tha.t of ma.rching an 
English force through 8. country swarming 
with savage enemies, and so pestilential, that, 
unless a. successful termination of the war 
could be achieved within a. few mODths, the 
men might be stricken down-the army 
wasted away with fever-required a. com
mander quick in discerning opportunity, skil
ful in tactics, &nd of unflinching resolution. 
There appeared to be little hesitation in nam
ing to this command Sir Garnet WoIseley, an 
officer who had already given ample proofs of 
remarkable ability a.ndrapid decision in circum
stances of difficulty on several occasions, and 
notably in his direction of the Red River ex
pedition in 187~. The promptitude, which 
was this general's characteristic" was shown 
by his immediately setting out for the Gold 
Coast in advance of his troops, and there, in 
command of small bodies of men, holding the 
Ashantees in check, and inflicting upon them 
several defeats while waiting for the arrival 
of his regiments. 

Sir Garnet WoIseley, son of Major Wolseley 
of the 26th Foot, may be said to have been born 
a. soldier. In 1852, when he was nineteen years 
of age, he had entered the army as ensign. III 
1855 he became captain, and in 1858 major of 
the 90th Foot. In the next year he was made 
lieutenan~lonel, and he obtained his colo
nelcy in 1863. During nearly the whole of 
these thirteen years he was actively engaged, 
and on several occasions had performed dis
tinguished services. After the Burmese war 
of 1852-li3 he obtained a medal. With the 
light infantry in the Crimea. he was severely 
wounded during the siege of Sebastopol, and 
received the legion of honour and the Turkish 
order of the Medjidie. After the siege of 
Lucknow and the defence of Alumbagh, where 
he was made brevet lieutena.nt-colonel, he was 
specially mentioned in the despatches. III 
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1860 he was in China on the .taff of the 
qua.rtermaster-genel'al, and served throughout 
the campaign. In 1867 he became quarter
master-general in Canada, where his suCcess 
in the Red River expedition was conspicuous 
for the ability with which he could estimate a 
situation and take immediate advantage of an 
opportunity. In 1870 he was nominated a 
knight-commander of the order of St. Michael 
.and St. George, an honoUr which was followed 
by bi. appointment to be adjutant-generaJ at 
headquarters. Activity, fertility of resouree, 
and a readily formed but complete plan of 
operations were important qualities against 
.a foe whom it was necessary to impress by 
rapid and effectual successes, and in a country 
where the enemy must be driven from every, 
.stand-point and defeated within so short a time 
that the victorious troops would be able to 
return to the coast ready to ~emba.rk before 
the sickly Beason had set in. The punctuality 
with which this was actua.llyeffected was some
thing remarkable. The march of the English 
troops, who foug~t their way in a series of 
skirmishes, was almost unchecked; and the 
final engagement, when the enemy made a 
stand near the capital, ended in the decisive 
,lefeat of the Ashantees. The advance had 
begnn in the last daye of 1873, Captain 
Glover in the east and other officers in the 
west raising native forces with which to con~ 
verge on the eapita!. It BOon appeared that 
the native tribes were almost useless as aux
iliaries, and it was difficult to secure the ser
vices of the camp followers and bearers who 
were necessary to assist au army in such a 

country. On the 5th of February, 1874, how
ever, Sir Garnet bad enteredCoomassiewithhis 
troops, and there he received the submission of 
the king, who agreed to appoint commissionen 
to conclude a treaty. It ~aa, however, time to 
make the return march, and the troops retired 
to Adamsi to await the Ashantee agents, with 
whom there might have been more trouble 
had not Captain Glover already arrived with 
his contingent on the north of the capital, 
through whi~h he marched without opposition. 
The king relinquished aU sovereignty over the 
tribes who were under English protection, and 
aomeof histributary chiefs soon renounced their 
allegiance to him. The army was marched 
back to the coast, and though many officeJ'8 
and men had succumbed to the hardehips of 
that brief campaign, the troops re--embarked 
within the time that had been propceed, and 
before the sickly season had commenced. The 
power of the Ashantee tyraut was over, and 
the native savage chiefs had been impreseed 
by hie defeat. The English government then. 
determined to retain the settlements on the 
coast as a colony of the crown, forming the 
neighbouring districts into a protectorate. 
The native tribes were informed that the pro
tecting power would include complete control, 
and would assign the limits of native autho
rity or interference. One of the tirat intima
tions, made by the directions of Lord <Jar.. 
narvon to the .native chiefs was that the purw 
chase or eale of slaves would not be any longer 
permitted, and that thereafter the law wo~d 
not recognize the right of a master to the poe
session of & ala va. 
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The . occurrences of th. last decade with 
which we are chiefly CODCerned in estimating 

the later steps of social and political progress 
can be tonched hot lightly. We cannot l<HIay 
estimate the influences of yesterday. Our re
maining observations must be comparatively 
brief. They will indicate some vast and im· 
portant objects; but our attention can now be 
!fuected only to general appearances. The 
events of the last ~n years have Dot yet 
passed into the sphere of history, for they 
have Dot developed complete results, and at 
present are full of suggestions for some future 
chapter of the story of our national life. The 
'chronicler must stay his hand, for he CBD give 
no more than an imperfect GuUine of the forms 
that loom large in the p ..... Dt, but the teal 
dimensions of which it is not easy to compute. 

We have alrea.dy noted some of the financial 
advantages to which the Conservative govern
ment had 8ucceeded after the Liberal defeat; 
bot it may be said that when they commeDeed 
office the old order had given place to the new. 
Th. very mode of entering parliaIlleDt had 
been changed, for constituencies elected their 
representatives by secret voting. The measure 
for which Mr. Grote, and afterwards Mr. 
Berkeley, had long contended in vaiu, and 
which bad at one time become a mark for 
ridicule, had been paeeed. Vote by ballot had 
been _de a mility, and the old system of 
public nominations of eandidates and the con~ 
sequent riots and "humoura" ofelectioDB,sucb. 
aa those described by Dickens in his account of 
the visit of the Pickwickiane to Eatanswill, 

were abolished. The ballot bill, introdneed by 
Mr. Forster OD the 20th of February, 1871, pro
posed to secure secret and therefore uncon~ 
trolled voting, and to prevent personation by 
compelling each voter to attend at the polling 
place, where, after stating his Dame and place 
of residence, a stamped official voting paper 
would be handed to him OD which h. wae to 
inscribe his vote. He was to take this paper 
into & separate Compartment, wha-e, without 
the possibility of beiDg overlooked, he was to· 
ID&l'k a cross in the space opposite the name 
of the candidate in whose favour he desired 
to vote. He was then to fold the paper 
eo that this mark could Dot he aeen, and to· 
drop it through the aperture in the ballot-box 
or om in the presence of the official in charge. 
Candidetes were to b. Dominated by a pr0-

poser, seconder, and eight assenters, all of 
whom were to be regietered voters, and to sign 
a nomination paper, the handing of which to· 

the returning officer would alone be necessary 
for nomination. Of course the "secret vote" 
was denouneed by the supporters of bribery 
and by those who for yeare had been able to 
intimidate or unduly inftuence the electors j 
bot it was e.lso opposed by many who regarded 
the concealment of the vote as unmanly and 
degrading. Among these were Mr. J obo 
Stuart Mil~ who had at one time been an 
advocate of the ballot. He and othem did not
seem to reftect that open voting did not pre
vent the meanness and unmanliness of the 
landlord who coerced th. tenant, the roral 
magnate, who, as it were, carted electors to the-
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poll to vote according to his will, the patrons 
who bought the votes of the loea.! tradesmen 
by their "good custom," or the employer who 
could (I see after" his workpeople. The ballot 
was to be regarded less 8.8 a measore for pro
moting manly independence than as one to 
check and frustrate the shameless corruption 
maintained by those who had authority, wealth, 
or influence. It was to prevent immorality 
rather than to inculcate morality, and ~a.t is 
moetly all that ca.n be done by act of padia
ment. 

Tho.e wbo .... i1ed the proposed bill said 
that it would enable electors to give their 
vote in a sneaking underhand manner in
stead of openly and boldly. They seemed to 
forget that there was plenty of sneaking 
underhand bribery as well as too much bold 
bullying and intimidation exercised on un
scrupulous voters who were ready to take a 
bribe, or necessitous ones of whom it was too 
much to expect that they ehould support the 
principle of purity of election at the expense 
of being ruined by their resentful and power.. 
ful superiors. . 

Some such meMure bad been advocated at 
intervals for nearly two centuries. In 1iOS, 
according to a letter of Addison, the question 
of deciding elections by ballot was discussed 
in parliament. In 1815 it was a "burning 
question." The omission of some c1a.uBe re
lating to the ballot from the Reform Bill was 
explained by Lord John Ru...u to have arisen 
from the, desirability of bringing in & separate 
measure. Lord John Russell was personally 
averse to such a measure; but he sometimes 
gave unmi.takable signs that he thought the 
prevailing corruption might render it neces
sary. Lord Palmeraton had jeeted about the 
ballot-box, and had &rgUed that voting for 
members of parliament was a public trust, and 
.hould be exercised openly, that' everybody 
might see it was done fairly; a representation 
which must have provoked a grim amile among 
electioneering agents. Mr. Gladstone had 
been against the ballot, but the conviction 
was forced upon him that the prevailing cor-
ruptioD could only be remedied by some such 
provision, and the revelations made before a 
commission of inquiry of which Lord Hart-

ingtoD was chairman in 1868-69 had led him, 
and others also, to advocate its prompt adop~ 
tiOD. Public opinion was mostly in favour of it. 
Its opponents in the House of Commons, bow
eyer, nearly talked it out of the session; and 
when it went up to the Lords, a. majority had 
already made up their minds to reject it, on 
the ground that it had been brought before 
them too la.te to be considered. It WRB sup
ported by the Marquis of Ripon (a title con
ferred on Earl de Grey for his services in the 
-Alabama commission); but the Earl of Sheftee
bury moved for its rejection, and the Lords 
appeared to think, that though it paseed the 
House of Commons the delay showed that 
nobody cared much a.bout it. Mr. Gladstone, 
however, had adopted it as a necessary mea
sure, and some members of the house who 
would willingly have voted against it knew 
that. their constituents were in its favour, and 
would resent their opposition at the next elee. 
tioD. In the seSlilion of 1872 Mrw Forster re
turned to the charge. Again the bill paseed 
through the Commons; but the Lords'were still 
determined to punish Mr. GlacI.tone for hav
ing placed the royal prerogative against their 
opposition to the Army Reform BiU. On the 
second reading a resolution was carried in 
committee' making secret voting optional. 
This was, of COUl'8e, absurd, as it was nearly 
equivalent to cancelling the objects for which . 

the ballot woo to be introduced. There had 
been a pretty smart de~te in the CommoDs, 
where Mr. Fawcett was among the opponents 
of secret voting. There bad been a sharp dis
cussion over a clause making it punishable by 
imprisonment with or without harc:1labolll' for 
an elector to make known his vote at the poll
ing pIac... This woo modified, and a proposi
tion was adopted, that anyone inducing a 
voter to show bis voting-paper after he has 
marked it, should be liable to three months' 
imprisonment with bard labour. The optional 
clause of 'the Lords was immediately rejected 
when the bill went back to the lower house. 
There was the usual contention, amid~t which 
many adopted the proposition of Mr. Disra.eli, 
n to apply secret voting only as a degrad~ 
ing punishment fot the electoral excesses of 
Rociety." This, as Mr. Gladstone pointed out, 

, ' 
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'Was an admission that the' ballot would be a. 
remedy for existing evils. The Lords were 
obliged to give way j but they succeeded in 
making the measure experimental by intro
ducing a. proviso that it should..only remain in 
force to the end of the year 1880 unleee par
liament should see fit to continue it. In that 
form it passed, and parliament as well as the 
nation has too completely recognized. its ed
vantsgee to allow it to be rescinded. 

It was not unnatural that the change whicb 
bed tsken plaoe in the mode of election ehould 
direct attention to a further extension of the 
franchiae, and one of the objectione mede by 
the Lorde to the ballot waa that it would lead 
to a redistribution of seats. No direct pro
posal wae brought before parliament, however, 
till 1877, when Mr. Trevelyan moved for a 

. uniform parliamentary franchise in boroughs 
and counties, and a redistribution of political 
power for the purpose of obtaining a more 
complete representation. 'fbis proposition, 
which was debated in a full house, was advo
cated by Lord Hartington, and Mr. Gladetone. 
He and Mr. Lowe, who both voted for it, after
warde supported it by articl .. contributed to 
leading magazines. Mr. Goschen, though on 
the Liberal side, was opposed to it, and that 
<>pposition he afterwarde maintained, though 
it perhaps hed the effect of preventing him 
from taking a more ,forward position in 
Liberal councils. Mr. Trevelyan'sproposalwas 
rejected by 276 agsinet 220 votes, and there 
was no very strenuous demand made outside 
parliament for further parliamentary reform, 
though certain conditions had arisen, which 
seemed to indicate that some extension of the 
franchise, and especially some ~haDge in the 
county frlmchise, would Dot be very long 
delayed. 

In the industrial and mining centres the 
effects of recent and continued strikes among 
workmen were being felt, and had had some 
influence on the ger.eral prosperity of the coun· 
try. We have already glanoed at some of the 
results of this disturbance and the poverty and 
Buffering at the East End of London, where 
the refusal of the shipwrights to work at • 
rate of wages higher than the masters oould 

afford to pay, and yet keep their yards open, 
hed the effect of driving the greater part of 
the shipbuilding trade from the Tham .. to 
the Clyde. After the capitulation of Paris 
and the disasters which hed ensued from the 
COlTUpt imperialism of the French government, 
the atrocities of the Communists had to be 
punished and suppressed by a republican 
orgauiza.tion, and the political derangements 
there, seemed to have some disturbing in
fiuence on the uneducated portions of most 
Europea.n communities. In this country they 
appeared to affect a number of artisans and 
labourers with a sullen disinclination to argue 
the matter of the strikes; and in some in
direct and not easily explaiued way to asso
ciate with an attempt at despotism the refusal 
of the masters to yield to all their demands. 
It is only under very eminent and judicious 
leaderehip that large bodies of people can be 
brought to discriminate, and there was fre
quently manifested a disposition ,to confound 
the economic necessities which control de
mand and produ.ction, labour and wages, with 
an arbitrary and oppressive exercise of the 
will of employers. 

Doubtless there were industries in which 
the rate of wages and the hours of work were 
unfairly against the operatives; but in numer
ous instances it was pretty clearly shown, not 
only that the masters could not make further 
conceasions, but that they were willing to 
submit the disputes to examination and to the 
decision of arbitrators. . We cannot here con
sider in which 'of the trades important griev
ances existed; but the general industry of the 
country suffered seriously, and has since suf
fered, from the interruption of production and 
the uncertainty wbich bed become an element 
in those great manufactures where the opera.
tions must be continuous in order to fulfil the 
tenns of extensive contracts. In many caSes. 
especially in rail way and marine engineering. 
a good deal of the busin ... left England and 
went to the great workshops of France and 
Belgium. At Newcastle in 1871 above 9000 
men were on strike for the purpose of reducing 
the hours of work to nine hours a day for the 
same amount of payment that they were then 
receiving, ~d it was declared by the masters 
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that, with the short time on Saturday aud the 
meal times, this would practically mean eight 
hours a clay, to say nothing of the frequent 
" Mondays" taken by numbers of the men as 
holidays frOlP- work,and the consequent danger 
of delay in the fulfilment of contract engage
ments. 

For sixteen weeks the engineers were sup
ported by the contributions of other societies 
belonging to the trades-unions. As a re
sult of the communistic theories then aftoat, 
there was a general notion-and not an un
worthy one from another point of view
that an international trades-union of ar
tisans, mechanics, and la.bourers throughout 
Europe or throughout the world might he 
effected, by which the rete of wag .. e.nd the 
hours of labour might he controlled. The 
effects of BUch a confederation (if it had been 
possible) in' the correeponding modification 
of production, and the cost of commodities 
necessary alike to the workman and all other 
men, and in. the crushiog of individual as-. 
piration under the wheels of a society, did 
not seem to occur to the delegates and their 
supporters who advanced the theory. To some 
extent, too, there was a recognition of com
munityon the part of foreign workmen. Many 
of them who had been applied to by English 
manufacturers to take the place of men on 
strike, either refused to come, or after haviDg 
heen appealed to by the repreeentativee of the 
trades-unions, returned without entering on 
their engagements. But while half England 
was on strike, the workshops of other ,Dationa 
were growing busy. If foreign labour did 
Dot come here, foreign trade and British 
trade could go elsewhere, and much of it did. 
Early in the decade with which th ... pages 
conclude there were betw~ 30,000 and 40,000 
ironworkers and miners idle in South Walea 
aud Monmouthshire. The colliers of Northum
berland aud the Foree! of Dee.n, the iron
workers of North Staf:l'ordahire, the mechanicB 
in the building 'b:ades in London aDd Bome 
parts of the provinces, and even those engaged 
in more casual and worse-paid employments, 
joined in the general attempt to obtain the 
better conditions which some of them sorely 
neaded. Perhapo the movement may he said 

to have reached its last boundary when the 
men employed at the London gas-worka struck 
without sufficient Dotice of their intention, and 
threatened to leave a great part of the metro
P?1iB in .darkness unless their unreasonable 
demands were complied with; or when a 11um
ber of the police force clamoured for increased 
pay without having made proper represent&.. 
tions ~t headquarters. These two develop
ments of the prevailing epidemic were checked 
by the promptitude of the BUperiOrs, and their 
recUlTence was made improbable by a special 
enactment which, while it removed some pen
alties for endeavours made to ~aintain strikes, 
ordained punishment for any person engaged 
in tbe public service lea.ving or neglecting their 
duties without ,proper notice according to a 
specified regulation. 

Perhapo the moot startling appearence in 
the sphere of "strikes 1/ was the agricultural 
labourer. It will be remembered that years 
and years hefore an attempt on his part to 
assert the right to combine for the purpose of 
resisting slow starvation had been met by a. 
ponal enactment. It was suppoaed that he 
had neither the spirit nor the power to mani
fest bis dissatisfaction by effectual remoDS
trn.nce. The repeal of the corn-laws bad some
what improved his poeition by enabling him 
to share in the reduced prices of the firet ne.,... 
sarles of life; but on the whole he was little 
hetteroffthan Cobden had deecribedhim to be. 
In 80me localities his poverty "wae mitigeted 
by certain allowances from his employers; in 
others his children might find employment in • 
the intervals of school attendauce. Wages 

. varied considerably in different districts j but 
on tbe whole the body of agriculturallabonrem 
in England seemed incapoble of heing roused 
to make any active effort to improve their con
dition. There were few signs of individual 
ambition among them-few examples of the 
energy which W&8 to he oheerved among the 
operatives of large towns. Continllou8 and 
monotonous toil, no doubt, h .. the effect of aup
pl'essing the individual life of men j but it 
would he thought 1hat effect would he more 
obvious in the factory or the mill than in the 
farmyard and the Belds. Life in the opon air 
would he supposed to he in itself an aid to 
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freedom of thought a.nd aclion; but the con
dition of the farm IaboUl"011l was against their 
combining with any hopeful remit. They were 
intellectually uninformed; :they seemed to be a 
bGdy too numerous to comma.n( employment 
at other wages than the farmers or landowners 
were able or willing to pay; and their employ
ment was to a great degree dependent not only 
on tlle seasons but on the nature of the soil and 
crope and the system of farming adopted in the 
county in which they happened to be aettled. 
They were for the moot part believed to have 
little more ability to assert their II pghta n or 
to Jepnsent their wrongs and to aeek re
dress by ... y organized method than the 
teams they drove or the cattle they tended. 
The wretched cott&gea in which their familles 
herded together, the privationa which they 
endured, their hopele.., aimless live&, which 
after yeam of ill-paid !abo .. had no proe
pact but the workhouae-all these things 
were known, and people read abont. them in 
newapapem; bnt the very fact of their ex
istence, a.wl of the slow endurance of thoee 
who sulIered them, made it seem impoeeible 
that there ehould ever be an agricultural Ja.. 
boure'" union. "A bold peasantry a.country's 
pride» uisted only in the imagination of the 
poet. The a.rtiaan of the large towns, sympa.
thize .. he might with tho> poverty and suffer.. 
ings of Giles CIodpole, could seareely bring 
himself to think that uniDna and committees 
and combinations were meant fur him j and 
yet it was au established, though an unremem .. 
bored fact, that Gilee or George, when he left 
the plough or the byre and took the qu&elts 
ehilling, had soon developed into a. sturdy so!" 
dierwho had fought the hattleeof the country 
-or of sta:tesmen,,-in almost every clime, and 
with almost unvarying resolution, courage, and 
SUCC881. The time had arrived for the move
ment in favour of an improved. condition of 
the population to reach the tille .. of the soil; 
and it "80S fiDIt to touch South Warwickehire. 

Few people in ~ondoll knew much about 
the peaaaIltry of Shakspere'. county until it 
.... rumoured that they had begun to take 
lOme measo~ for endeavouring to obtain an 

addition to the wages on which they were 
otarving. Some faint and imperf&et protests 
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they had uttered, of which little or no notice 
had been taken. The farmere eaid they could 
not alford to pay higher .. a.gee on account of 
the rents demanded by the holders of the land; 
the Iandownem maintained their right to fol
low out the ruIee of commerce with regard to 
other commOOities, and to obtain all the rent 
that their land would bring them. Farmere 
seemed at all events to have enough to ... t, and 
WlWll clothing, and moot of the comforts, 80S 

well as maIly of the luxuri .. of life. Land
ownere had all the purcha.aable comforts and a 
majority of the luxuries and 80mueemente of 
townandcountry. Hodgehadalmostforgctten 
theta.ateofrealmeat; bread and weak tea, a bit 
of haz<I cheese, a bowl of bad. potat.oea, and an 
..,..si,""" ecra.p of becon, with interval&of por
ridge or wa.ter gruel, and not quite enough of 
any of these thiDga.; old and patched clothes, 
leaky boots; a cottage in which his family 
herded. together in sleeping rooms such as a 
eporting nobleman would not have tolerated 
for horeee or hounde-th ... were the eircum
stances of the ~ or farm labourer in many 
pa.rts of the country. 

In South Warwickehire the pinch W80S c1oee, 
and hurt sorely, just Bot the time that a ma.n 
returned to his na.tive village after a visit to 
some friends in the manufa.cturing diatricte 
beyond.. Such a joumey made him. an autho.
rity,. a.nd people were eager (if a.ny mente.! 
attitude of theirs could be called eager> to 
h .... an a.ccount of his travela. 

Among the news with which the, wanderer 
returned was: t.hat of the strikes among opel'-
atiiVeB, awl the slowly stirring imagination of 
the suJfering peasants was moved by what 
they heard. They could ecarcely be· woree 
off, and desperate as the attempt might be 
to combine in & dem&nd for wages suffici!
ent ttl keep them from actual starvation, they 
might hold out if they could get .. little help 
from out:&de while they made their ca.Us& 
known. The principal organizer of the move
ment was J<JSeph Arch, &. labourer who, by 
his chara.cter and natural ability, had b&eD 
f<Dr some time_ regarded as a leader among 
them. He was somewhat better educated 
than most of his neighbours, and knew how 
to address them, liar h. had been accustomed 

U 
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to preach to a Methodist congregation. He 
undertook to call a. mee~, and on the ap~ 
pointed da.ya thousand men met under a. great 
chestnut tree, and there, in plain, homely, but 
~tfective language, Arch addreeaed them. The 
thing was done: the union W88 formed there 
a.nd theD,and various branches were afterwards 
organized. The movement soon spread, and 
though the men had great difficulty in finding 
the means for support, they contrived to hold 
out. In Suffolk. the la.bourers' strike became 
serious. The dema.nd waa for a shilling a. 
week more wages. The farmers formed an 
association for the exclusion of union men from 
employment, and for opposing their claims j 
but aid came to the men on strike from miners' 
and artisans' unions, and even the Dorsetshire 
peasants contributed. Mr. Munde1la, Lord 
Waveney, and Mr. Brand, the Speaker of the 
House of Commons, in va.in endeavoured to 
effect a compromise. The men asked for 
fifteen shillings a week. The allowance from 
the strike committee was nine shillings. 

In Lincolnshire Mr. Samuel Morley and 
Mr. Dixon were more successful, and the men 
returned to work, but in Suffolk 2000 men 
were locked out by the farmers, who refused 
to countenance the union, and the number 
greatly increased. A weekly organ of the 
strike was published, entitled the Labour.,.' 
Chronich. The bay harvest bad to be gathered 
by casual hauds engaged with 80me difficulty. 
The labourers then organized a pilgrimage, 
and a large number of them started on a 
journey, accompanied by a waggon and team 
bearing, a chest which was "the moneyabox." . 
They appealed for contributions as they 
tramped to Newmarket, Cambridge, Bedford, 
Luton, Northampton, Wolverbampton,and u 
far as Halifax. The procession was a strange 
one, but the men were orderly, sober, and 
inoffensive. In some places they received 
money contributions, in others they were ina 
vited by leading inhabitante to substantial din
nen; but the U pilgrimage" was on the whole 
not very successful. The funds of the union 
were rapidly diminishing, and at length the 
committee was obliged to declare that the 
allowa.ncea could not continue, but that the 
residue of the money would be applied to 

assist emigration. The struggle had lasted 
for eighteen weeks, and the union had spent 
about £25,000, including the sums paid to
wards emigration. Out of 2400 men 870 
returned to work, 400 migrated, 440 emigrated, 
350 retttrned to work without leaviDg the 
union, 350 surrendered and left the unio;" 
and many remained unemployed. 

The movement had, however, extended to 
various parts of the country, a new power had 
arisen against which some of the farmel'B cona 
tinued to fight, while in some placee the 
grounds of the demands put forward by the 
labourers were recognized, and efforts were 
made to improve their condition. At any
rats the agricultural labourer had vindicated 
his right to be regarded as an integer in the 
national estimate, and his claims could not 
thenceforth bs igcored. 

Sailors scarcely seemed very likely persons 
to join in a strike, but at some of the seaports 
there was a temporary combination among 
the mercbant seamen for higher wages. There 
had, however, been stronger reasons than R. 

deeire for increased pay to account fejr the 
dissatisfaction of the seamen of the mer
cantile marine. The practice of sending out 
ships overladen and without a sufficient crew 
was ODe Of them; the frequent neglect to pro
vide adequate and wholesome rations was 
another; but worse, perhaps, than either of 
these was the crazy condition of some of the 
craft, in which a. man. who had entered for a 
voyage was compelled to fulfil his agreement 
under the penalty of imprisonment. Worse 
still, marine insurance was so easy that owners 
could eecure themee1ves against theloas of any 
ehip or cargo by paying a premium. It is 
certain tbat veeeels,. which could not be sent 
out without peril to the lives of all on board, 
frequently left port short-handed and over
laden. It WOB darkly hinted that there were 
owne ... who calculated on probable 1008, and 
habitua11y 80 over-insured as to make that 1088 

more profitable than a oafe return. Such sug
gestions, honible as they may seem, were not 
very astonishing. Instances were broadly 
mentioned which seemed to give emphasis to 
the dreadful suspicion. 

The subject waS taken up by Mr. Samuel 
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Plimsoll, the member for Derby, a man of 
great sympathy and fervid temperament. Mr. 
Plimsoll published a book in which he brought 
Bome amazing acCusa~ODS against individual 
shipowners, who appealed to the law and sued 
him for damages. H. next brought a bill into 
parliament for the protection of the lives of 
seamen, proposing a strict inspection of all out
going vessels, the adoption of a load line, and 
othOl· restraints, which were opposed by the 
shipping interest in parliament as being harsh 
and impracticable, ,and by othem as removing 
the reaponsibiJity from the ownem and placing 
it on parliament. On a division the bill was 

rejected, but Mr. Disrae1i's government pro-
mised te bring in another bill that should deal 
with the subject. In the next session (1875) a 
measure was brought forward of a much less 
stringent character than that of Mr. Plimsoll; 
but he was ready to accept it, in the hope that 
it might eventually be carried further, when, 
to hia ~ clismay, he found that it was to be 
delayed and then postponed to some uncertain 
date. Mr. Plimsoll suspected that the govern
ment had deluded him, and all hia suppreesed 
indignation against former delays and the 
shortoomingsof the bill burst forth as hesprang 
to his feet, with words and gesturea of hyster
ical vehemence denounced some of the ship
owne.., shook hia list in the face of miJris.. 
tors, waved hia arms wildly, and declared that 
he would expose thoee villains who had sent 
brave men to death. The speaker interposed. 
The honourable mem her must not apply the 
word villains to members of that house. But 
the honourable member would not withdraw, 
and repeating the word vociferously rushed 
from the house. It was 8. painful scene, and 
with evident reluctance Mr. Disraeli moved 
that Mr. Plimsollshoold be reprimanded by 
the speaker for his disorderly behavionr. 
Other, members, among whom were Mr. A. 
1£ Sullivan and Mr. Fawcett, interposed on 
behalf of the member for Derby, who was, as 
they said, obviously in a distressing condition 
of health and of mental disturbance, caused 
by bis exertions and by the disappointment 
he had experienced. It was decided to p0st

pone the decision of the house for a week till 
Mr. PlimsoU could be in his place. The imp,.... 

sion was deep and general that the breach of 
etiquette or of manners was as nothing when 
compared with the apparent indifference of the 
government, and the exasperating delays and 
denials with which the effort to save men 
from being drowned at sea had been received. 
Mr. Plimsoll became for a time a nations.! hero. 
Before the week was up he reappeared in par
liament, where he tendered a frank and mauly 
apology for his fOl"lller violence, and begged 
the pardon of the house. 

Mr. DisraeIi had fully and readily with
drawn his motion for a. reprimand, and the 
government, awakened to a sense of the feeling 
of the country by the utterances at public 
meetings, pushed forward a very inadequate 
measure for regolating the structure of me .... 
chant veaseis, to be supplemented by auboe
quent legislation on the subject of marine 
insurance. That promised legislation did not 
appear, however, and Mr. Plimsoll continued 
hia agitation, reiterated hia demands, and 
even ran the risk of another threat of repri
mand for his violence, before, in a new Liberal 
ministry, further advances were made, in 
providing for Bome kind of inspection of 
outward bound vessels, restriction of loading, 
and the regulation of insurance. 

.As Mr. DisraeIi sat and listened to the 
wild tempestuous words, and saw the clenched 
hand and whirling arm of Mr. Plimsoll, he 
may have remembered the day, so many 
years before, when he ha4 himself displayed 
acaroely I ... vehelllence, and had deelared that 
the time would come when the jeering cynical 
contemptuoua house "'auld hear him. By 
what an arduoue, brilliant, and su ..... fuI 
career-by what an exhausting expenditure 
of vital force he had made good those words ! 
It may be taken for granted that he at least 
sympathiaed with Mr. PlimsoU in that 
moment of fierce assertion, for Disraeli was 

one of the firat to appreciate and admire 
genuine emotion of that kind, as he would be 
one of the first generously to obliterate all 
records of ita excesses. Sitting there, the 
foremost man in the realm, the head of a 
strong government, and revolving a policy of 
which he ha.d hitherto only given some scm· 
tillating suggestions, he represented ma.ny 
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qualities' which Englishmen held dear. The 
leaden in the parliamentary arena have often 
10een compared to gladiators, and doubtle .. 
the beet and con!lict of debate .tirs up that 
figbting instinct which is mostly hidden and 
subdued, but sometimes glares: out with lion 
eyes, and alarmB ita poase6B0f even more than 
it startl .. bis anlagoDist. If leading states.. 
men are to be spoken of metaphorically .. 
gladiators, Disraeli was a veteran whose repu
tation had been made by many an eager con
test. Bis ons1&ught ... sa quick, his feints 
crafty and da.Dgerous, his t1wust often deadly. 
Be advanoed boldly, gol .. way readily, was 
Belf-ocntained a.nd imperturbable in defeet, 
in victory neither implacable nor ungenerous. 
He presel'vecl DO personal animositiea. The 
oombat over be oould do, full justice to his 
recent opponent - apeak gracious words, if 
need ... ore, a.nd recall the skill with "hich 
some stroke was. dealt. Can mon be eaid in 
relation to the gladiatoriol charact..r 1 

Be would he a strangely misled man who 
would ... y thet Dioraeli did not love England. 
The influeacee of race were strong in him, 
but theY' had joined witk an in1luenee as 
powerful Be was English plua Bebre ... 
ratber than Hebrew plus EngIisb aft..r all, 
for his will and his devoted eervice ..... with 
the country of his birth. The charecteristics 
of race were there, and asserted themselves, 
especially unaniting him for playing thet part 
of the equioe in which he .ometimes tried his 
skill, bllt they were aubordiuated to what he 
believed. was for the honour and the welfare 
of tho ocuntry to which he belonged. They. 
were 8ubordina.ted, thet is, in many instan .... 
but when the time came they reappeared in 
the policy which he /irat suggeeted a.nd then 
a.vowed. The cast of his aspirations waa 
oriental The aeene which he imagined 
as the triumph of his later y ..... had Bome
thing gorgeous in it. Calmer- and more 8e~ 
vere1y thoughtful minds felt that it W88 

the.trie&L To him no doubt it was the 
natural outcome of some systematic policy, 
the gradations of which he hed never declared. 
To make the queen the a.ckuowledged ruler 
of an empire as well as of a realm, to be 
the prime minister of a government tha.t was 

to hold .. great; perbap. a paramount place, 
and to bear a. personal part in representing. 
ita power a.nd influence ;-if that had been 
his dream it was no unworthy one, a.nd in a 
measure it was to be realized. When Benja .. 
min 'Diara.eli .. t in the front ministerial 
bench in the autUIDD of 1875, the reward of 
his unremitting labour in parliament was 
awaiting him j the crown of the peerage was 
to ma.rk the etep which led to the culmination 
of his extraordinary eareer. Be already felt· 
the etl'ecte of the loog strife. It w ... not till 
BOme time aft..rwards, when the reaigna.tion. 
of Lord Derby hom the cabinet on the qu .... 
tion of a demonstration by England against 
RUBBis, led to his apea.king in graceful and 
pat1!etic langusge of his regret at losing th .. 
offici&! support of one 80 trusted a.ud admired, 
thet 10e referred in a marked manner to the 
Il)'Dlploma of failing physic&! powera _which 
were among the reasons for his accepting a. 
eeat in the Upper Bonae. 

On the 22nd of August, 1876, Mr. Diara.eli 
w ... elevated to the peemge with the title of 
Enrl of Bea.couafiehL In his farewell edclret& 
to his constituents he wrote: "Throughout my 
public 1ifo I h .. ve a.imed .. t two chief reeuJta. 
Not insensible to the principle of progress, I 
have endeavoured to reconcile change with that 
respect for tradition which is one of the m.aiJ;L 

elements of our social strength, and in external 
affaire I heve endea.voured f,o develop a.nd 
strengthen. our empire, belleviog that eombin~ 
ation of achievement and responsibility ele.
vates the-character and condition of a people." 

Before the date on which this title was con
ferred, "the Eastern question» was again stir-
ring discussion. Ooce more the unspeakable
Turk was agitating Europe, and the demands 
Bud ambitions of Russia were exciting deep 
Buspicion in England. 

In "Lea Memoires sur 1a Chevaliere d'Eon· 
that man or woman who had once been famous 
88 one of the first sword-players ill Europe,and 
whose familiarity with almost every country 
and every court woe attributed to the oppor
tunities enjoyed in the capacity of a secret 
agent, th.re occurred .. paasage purporting to 
be an extract from th. will of Peter the Great. 
It was 88 followa:-u Approacb as near as poar 

, ' 
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eible to Constantinople and toward. the Indies. 
Be who reigns at CoDlltantinople will be the 
real sovereign of the world, and with that 
.object in view provoke oontinual wars with 
Turkey and with Persia: establioh dockyarde 
in the Black Sea; get poeseeeion of the aho ... 
. of that sea eo well as those of the Baltic, ~ ... 
two thinga being necessary for the ultimate 

.SUCDe!II of our project; hasten the decay of 
Persia; penetrate as far as the Persian Gulf, 
re-establish the fonner trade of the Levant 
by appropriating Syria; and, if poesible,extend 
the power of RussiA to the Indies, which are 
the emporium of the world. II 

The first Napoleon published thia alleged 
. extract from the plan for compassing European 
.upremacy left by the Czar Peter for hia .ue
"e •• ,,,,,, and deposited in the archlv .. of the 
Palace of Peterhoff. The whole matter wee 
dec1:&red to have been an invention of the 
French emperor for his own purposes, and 
the existence of any such document was posi
tively denied by the late Emperor .Alexander. 
Whether it ever had any existenoe or not need 
.not be diBcussed. Nothing could have been 
more ingeniously devised to expl'e88 what has 
.more than once appeared to some European 
politiciana to be the practical aim of Russia. 
During the Franoo-Gennan wer Ruesia had 
demanded that as some of the provisions of 
the treaty made after the Crimean war had 
been disregarded, the elsuse restraining her 
from maintaining armaments in the Black 
Sea should be expunged. There waa a con
ference a.t Berlin, and the demand became a 
request to which the powers conceded. This 
," concession n turned out to be important, as 

Russi., no doubt, foreeaw it might be. In 1875 
she was already -advancing into Central Asia. 
by steady strideo, and at the same time 
Turkey bad deelined into the condition from 
which she had previously Buffered because of 
an evil and COlTUpt government. There C&me 
rumours of oppression and barbarous cruelties 
perpetrated againsttl.e people of the Danubian 
principalities. It soon became evident that 
the Emperor of RIllISia would claim the right 
to interpoee for the protection of the Chriotian 
populations on the frontier, whatever ~ight 
be his ultimate object. The British Heet in 

the MediterraneaD was ordered toBesikaBay, 
not, as Mr. Disraali afterwarde declared, ,,·ith 
the intention of menacing anybody, or to pro~ 
teet the Tuli<ish Empire, bot to proteet the 
British Empire. At a conference of repreeen
tati ... of the powers held at Berlin, it had 
been proposed that there should be a suepen
sion of hostilities betWeeB Turkey and the 
provinces for a month, during which a peace 
should be negotiated, and that if th ... ,.,gotia
tione failed the powers should agree to adopt 
further measures to secure peace and compel 
Turkey to observe her former promiaea. 

Lord Derby was opposed to the prepeeed 
concerted action, which he believed was the 
outcome of a former secret agreement between 
Russi&, Austria, and Gennany. There wae 
also a suspicion that RIllISia had fomented the 
iDsurrection ·in some of the provinees. The 
memorandum was not adopted, IlIld public 
excitement was kept at a high pitch by intlelli
gence that the Mueeulmans at Sslonica had 
rioen againet the Europeane and murdered 
the French and Gennan coneule; that at Cen
etantinople a revolutionary party had suc
ceeded in deposing the sultan Abdul Aziz, 
who shortly afterwards had committed suicide 
by opening the veins in his arm. with -& pair 
of SCissol'S j that his nephew Mu,rad .had been 
appointed his successor, and had promised to 
appoint a government to secure the liberties 
of all bis subjects. In three months, however, 
he also was dethroned, and his brother Hamid 
reigned in his stead. Then CAme the news of 
the . ineurreetion in Bulgaria, and of the hor
rible erneltiee of the savage Bashi-Razo.uks, 
who were sent to suppress it. The bodies of 
elaughtered women and children lay in heaps. 
Forty girls who had shut themsel.... in " 
house were burned to death; 12,000 persons 
had been killed in Philippopolis; at Batak 
above 1000 persons had taken refuge in the 
church, which reeisted the attempte of the 
Bashi-Bazouks, who thereupon fired through 
the windows, elimbed to the roof, and dropped 
burning faggots and lighted rage, which had 
been dipped in petroleum, amongst the refu
geee. Mr. Gladetone urged that the European 
powers should combine to settle the Eastern 
question. Mr. Disraeli explained that the 
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Ellropea.n powers approved the attitude of 
England, which wae one of strict neutrality. 
The duty of the government, he said, was to 
maintain the empire of England at & critical 
moment, And they would never agree to any 
atep, though it might obtain for & moment 
comparstive quiet and a falee prosperity, 
which h&za.rded the existence of that empire. 

Before parliament was prorogued it was 
announced that the prime miuister had been 
honoured with a peerage, and would sit in the 
Upper Honse. During the recees the public 
feeling on behalf of the wretched people of the 
ineurgent provinces became intensified by the 
report received from Mr. Baring, our 'repre
Bentative. Mr. Gladstone had already come 
forward as the leader and exponent of the 
popular sentiment, and now he issued & 

pamphlet entitled Bulgarian Horror. and the 
/iU .. tion of the Ea.!, in which he advocated 
a concert of the Europea.n powers to extinguish 
the Ottoman executive power in Bosnia, Her
zegovina, and Bulgaria. One passage in this 
pamphlet was afterwards urged against him, 
as though he had advocated the expulaion of 
the whole Turkish population from Europe. 
"The bag-and-_baggage policy," as some wit 
had named it, became a long-atanding jeering 
accusation. 

What he wrote was :-" Let us insist that 
our government, which has been working iu 
one direction, shall wOl"k in the other, and 
Bhall apply all its vigour to concur with the 
other states of Europe in obtaining the erline
~ion of the Turk:ish executive power in Bul
~ Let the Turks now carry away thei,r 
tbuses in the only possible manner, namely, 

car.rying off themselves. Their Zaptieha 
an their Mudira, their Bimbaehis and their 
y uz . , their Kaima.kams and their Pashas, 
,me an all, bag and baggage, ahall, I hope, 
V~ut , m the province they have des!). 
cl profaned." 
lated 8 soon a plain issue before the 

There "" . ,who thought Wlth Mr. Glad-
nation-those 
, d ~~ renounced Turkey rather 
B~_e woul ro1 d for an instant the crimes 
th~ have pong. "1'.trated by her ami&
which were being p. "I countenance them by 
aaries, or have Beemed \ ~. t'cal .. . elr prac 1 con-
refraining from jOlDm.g w 

demnation. Tho.e who thought with Lord 
Beaconsfi.ld would have ignored the neceaaity 
for interfering with what the Turkish govern
ment chose to do, if that interference might 
affect the power or influence of England in 
the East, and open the door for Russia. at CoD
stantinople.· TIu> latter prevailed. The in
vincible distrust of Russian intrigue, the recol
lections of Russian barbarism, turned the scale, 
but not till a. later date. Ther, were fierce 
debates in parliament, great public meetings 
in London and the provinces, in which Mr. 
Gladatone took a l.ading part with amazing 
fervour and energy. For a time he seemed 
to carry the people with him, for they were 
moved by sentim.nts of pity and of indigna
tion, and ealIed on the government to put 
pressure upon Turkey; but the sentiment gave 
place to the old distrust of Russian influence, 

, and begen to burn low. The indignation, if 
it did not die out, smouldered before the blaze 
of that promise of imperial Bupremacy which 
might be threatened by any treaty that gave 
Russia a new footing in'the East. 

Russis declar.d war with Turkey on the 
24th of April, 1877, and while one army 
croased the Danube and marched towards the 
Balkans another invaded Asia Minor. At 
first they met with few r.put.... From Sis
tova to Timov., the ancient capital of Bul
garia, the Grand-dukeNicholaa made an almoat 
triumphal procession amidst. the acclamations 
of the people; but at the Shipka Paso, and at 
Plevna, 20 mil .. BOuth of the Danube, where 
Omar Pacha had made a stand and thrown np 
fortifications, the Turks numbered ~O,OOO to 
70,000, and the Rnsaiana were defeated with 
immense loaa They afterwards took the Shipka. 
Pass, and after a tremendous conflict the 
emperor sent General Todleben, the defender 
of Sebastopol, to the scelle of action, and 
Plevna. surrendered. Then the Russians swept 
all before them. In the early part of 1878 
th.y might have .ntered Constantiuople. It 
WM reported that they had done BO, and par
.liament then sitting was in a ferment. The 
Beet w" ord.red to the Dardanelles. Public 
feeling was ao aronsed that the anti-Rnsaian 
perty was predominant. 

Sir Stafford Northcote announced that he 
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would ask for a supplementary estimate of six 
millions for naval and military purposes. 
Again a sudden report came that the Russians 
were close to CoDst&nti~ople, and the excite
ment in London became tremendous. The 
1Ieet was ordered to go through the Dardan
elles to Constantinople, and in spite of the 
Russian protest that if it passed the Straits 
there would he good reason for tbe occupation 
of the neigbbourhood by the troops, our shipa 
remained there. There was to be no disem
barkation of the British and no advance by the 
Russians. 

Daily, almost hourly, Mr. Gladstone WBS 

endeavouring to fOl'Ce upon the government a 
recognition of the claims of the people of the 
disturbed provinces, and his efforts were sup
ported by hundreds of meetings in different 
parts of tbe country. He admitted that in 
what he might call his old age he had become 
an agitator, but the agitation, he averred, was 
in a good and holy cause,-in the hope tha.t 
by the withdrawal of moral and material sup
port from Turkey, and the combined repre
sentations of our government with those of the 
other powe ... , the Porte would he compelled 
to cesse from cruelty and oppression, and 
freedom with p .... tical self-government migbt 
be secured for the people. The resolutions 
which he introduoed into the House of Com
mons, and Bupported with moving e1equence 
and earnestness, did not, however, meet with 
acceptance. In the Liberal ranks there was 
division on the subject, and an impression 
seemed to be deepening, that complete neu
trality, abstention from any pledges, and a 
watchful attitude with regard to Russia was 
the safest policy. _There was a general notion 
that Lord Reaconsfield knew more of the situ
ation than he cbose to make public.i that he 
was waiting quietly for the right moment to 
checkma.te the Emperor of Russia, and con
trol Turkey by two or tJn-ea rapid and suc
cessful moves. There was some reason for so 
thinking. His car<or had been illustrative of 
these very qualities of patient self-possession, 
combined with readiness of action, and resource 
and unbounded audacity, which, now that·he 
held the dogs of war in leash, and was the 
bead if not the dictator of the governinent, 

might enable him to show some brilliant dis
play of statecraft, and, as the phrsse went, 
give to England her proper place in the world. 
Theseopinionshadundoubtedlygainedground, 
and so loud and boisterous were BOme of the 
extremer advocates of an anti-Russian policy, 
that it seemed as though we should soon be 
obliged to make some manifestation which 
would he equal to a proclamation of hostilities. 
The bumptious, overbearing demonstrations 
of the war party perhaps increased wben it 
was discovered that Russia kept faitb, and 
refrained from marching on Constantinople, 
and it may have required all the astuteness of 
Lord Reaconsfield himself to "uphold tbe 
charscter and prestige of England n without 
actually making common cause with the 
II Jingoes." 

The term "Jingoes'" will itself, when ex
plained, indicate the persons who were just 
then making themselves moat COnspiCllOUS

especially in London-and the temper which 
tbey too frequently displayed. The most 
noisy and violent of the partisans of the 
government were of course those who, regard
ing war from &. distance, and without any ex
perience of it, were ready to boast and to 
threaten. For these some jinglers of rhyme 
had written one or two eo-called" patriotic" 
songs, by which the proprietors of music halls 
expected to attract large audiences, to assist 
in yelling the choruses, and to coDSumeliquor_ 
The most aucceeaful of these productions had 
a refrain which seemed exactly to suit the 
taste and intelligence of t~e audiences: 

lOWe don't want t;() fight, but by Jingo. if we do, 
We've got theehips; we've got the men; we've go$. 

~e money too," . 

This chorus was heard everywhere, and the 
Liberals, who had been a good des! hustled 
and . insulted, even at their own meetings. 
and who for the most part felt that they were 
heing publicly yelled down, gave to their de
monstrative opponents the name of "Jingoes," 
a term which is quite likely to· be perpetuated 
when ita origin is forgotten. 

Fora time the "Jingoes" seemed to be hav
ing all their own way, and became not only 
boisterous, but riotously aggressive. In sev
eral instances" and Dotably on one occasion in 
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London, they boasted of having taken forcible 
p ...... ion of rooms that had been hired by 
the Libera.1s for the purpose of holding meet
ings. One evening a company of these high~ 
spirited and gallant gentlemen, "flushed with 
insolence and wine," seeing Mr. andMra. Glad. 
stone in ~ West End street, became so grOB&ly 
insulting, and made 8uch threatening demon
strations, that it became necess&ry for the 
lady to eeek shelter in the hall of a hoose, at 

.the door of wbich a servant was slanding. 
:rhe vote of credit asked for by tbe govern

ment bad been granted by a large majority. 
PrinoeGortschakofl'bad deelsred that,farfrom 
ma.rching onward, the Russia.n troops had 

. been ordered everywhere to cease from further 
hostilitiee; the British Mediterranean :fleet 
had been sent to Conet&ntinople. On the 3l-d 
of March, 1878, a treaty of peaee between 
RllB8ia and Turkey was signed at St. Stefano, 
by which Russia, while securing the freedom 
of the Christian populations from Turkish 
rule, would not ouly have claimed a large war 
indemnity, but would baveeXpaeded Bul
garia into a suite, of which she would practi
calli have bad controL This treety was at 
once denounced by Lord Derby as an at
tempted readjustment of the treety of Paris, 
without the consent of the other contracting, 
powers, while Lord Beaconsfield repreeented 
that it would virtually give Russia control 
over the whole of south-eastern Europe. It 
was demanded that· the terms.of a treety 
would be considered in a conference at Ber
lin, and the demand was .... mpanied by 
demonstrations, in which Lord Derby could 
not concur, since he regarded them as &~ 
proaching to a declaration of war. The reserve 
forcee were called out, and it was afterwards 
known that ordere had been oent to the Indian 
government to send 7000 native troop. to 
Malts, and that we bad prepared to occupy 
the island of Cyprns, and land an armed force 
on the coast of Syria. 

Lord Derby feeling tbat he could not re
main in the ministry sent in his resignation, 
and the Marqui. of Salisbury was appointed 
to the direction of foreign affairs, Mr. Ga
thorne Hardy (Lord Cranbrook) taking the 
India office. After much contention Russia 

agreed to submit the terms of the treaty to a 
congress, which was to assemble at Berlin on 
the 13th of June. Somewhat to the surpriee 
of the public the prime minister announced 
the intention of himself accompanying Lord 
Salisbnry to attend it. 

The result of the conference was that a treaty 
was signed intrnsting Austria to occupy Bosnia 
and the Herzegovina, an arrangement which 
Lord Beaconsfield afterwards admitted was 
made for the purpose of placing another power 
as a block to a Russian ad vance on ConstantiM 
Dople. The organization of these provinces was 
left to Austria. Eoumania, Servia, and Mon
tenegro were to be independent, tbelatter state 
receiving tbe seaport of Antivari and some 
adjoining territory. The Balkans were to be 
the soutbern frontier of Bulgaria, which was 
made tributary to the sultan, but with an in
dependent government under a prince elected 
by the people, with the &BBent of the contract
ing poware and the confirmation of the sultan. 
South of the Balkans & state was to be crested 
called Eastern Roumelia, which was to be 
under the direct authority of the sultan, who, 
however, was not to send thither any of those 
irregular troope whose atrocities had aroused 
so much indignation. Roumania was to re
store to Russia & part of Beesarabia which had 
been detached by the treaty of 1856, and in 
exchange was to receive from Rnssi& part of 
the Dobrndscba, including Si~tria and Mag
no1ia.. The Porte was hound to come to some 
arrangement with Greece for the rectifica.tiOD 
of the frontier; to "apply to Crete the organic 
law of 1868j" to hand over to Russia Al"dahan, 
Kars, and Ba.toum; and to pay a war indeJDw 
nity. 

The congress having concluded its sittings, 
with lL settlement by which Russia did not 
do very badly after all, Lord Beaconsfield 
returned to London, where he was received 
with enthusiastic acclamation, and after a 
kind of ceremonial prooession from the raiI
way .. tation addreosed the multitude from a 
windowof the Foreign Offics. He ssid: "Lord 
Salisbury and myself bave brougbt you back 
pesce, but a pesce, I bope, with bonour, which 
may satisfy our aovereign, and tend to the wel
fare of the country!' For lOme time afterwards 
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"peace with honour" was a m<!tto or watch~ 
word. Lord John Russell had used the phrase 
tive-and-twenty yea.rs before, when in a. speech 
at Greenock he had said: U If peace C&DIlot be 
maintained with honour it is no !Dnger peace," 
The Berlin treaty was accomplished, and 
Lord Beaconsfiehl's presence at the confer
ence may have had considerable effect. Not
the etreet which the Jingoes attributed to it, 
however; for, so far 88 England was concerned, 
instead of the terms of the treaty having been 
propoeed and eettled by acute and authorita
tive discussion, it was afterwa.nls discovered 
that there hed been a " diplomatic correepond· 
ence" and secret engagements with Russia and 
Turkey, which in etreet hed already eettled 
moat of the claus .. of the propooed treaty, 
and had been agreed on and signed at the 
Foreign Office before the meeting of the con
grees. 

We ha.ve not yet dODe with the Eastern 
question. 

While the treaty of Berlin was suppoeed to 
shut the front gate to India, the marauder 
seemed to be plotting to gain an entrance by 
the back door. 

We have already noted the early distur. 
bances in connection with the occupation of 
CabuJ.1 It now eoemed as if that terrible etory 
.. as about to be repeated. Doat Mahomed 
had left as his successor the Ameer ~here Ali, 
whose clai~ were resisted by the other BODS, 

so that after many vicissitudes of war he did 
not gain firm pussession of the Afghan CApital 
till 1868. He conceived that he hed little 
reason.to love the English, who had refused to 
guarantee him against the advance of Russia, 
and hed recognized his rivala Afzul Khan and 
Azim Khan as ck facto rnIers of Cabul during 
their successful resistance to his claims. In 
1869 Lord Mayo, the viceroy-whose assassi· 
nation by a. native in the Andaman Islands 
was one of the darkest events in 1872-had 
paid him an official visit and furnished him 
with six lacs of rupees and some artillery. 

We had refuBed to protect him against the 
hostile adV&llce8 of Russia; but wewereequally 

• VoL L p. 288; vol tL p.1, 

reedy to resent his reception of edvanceo that 
were friendly. In 1878, when the result of the 
protests made against Russia's advance upon 
the Turkish provinces was uncertain, a Rus
sian envoy was sent to Cabul with the appa· 
rent object of concluding some kind of alliance 
with the Ameer. This, of course, would, if 
not frustrated, have been a. serious injury to 

that imperial policy which had found some 
expreEBion by an addition to the royal title 
which was to be ueed only in relation to India. 
If Russia sent aD. envoy England must have 
a mlSSlon. The changes which had been 
made in the office of viceroy of India in 1876 
had led to the resignation of Lord N orth
brook, and Lord Lytton (better known to 
readers of verse by his nom de plume of Owen 
Meredith), the eon of the bri11iant novelist, 
succeeded him, for what reason or what special 
capacity nobody seems to have disoovered at 
that time. He was prepared to carry out the 
policy of the government, and, without l'egard 
to the protests of Shere Ali, the mission was 
sent to Cabu!. It was stopped on the frontier 
by an officer of the Ameer, who refused ~ 
allow it to pall! till he had the authority of 
his chief. This was regarded as a deliberate 
refusal, the manner of which demanded a 1'8. 

sort to force; and a British force supported 
the mission and marched to Gandamuk, a 
place between J elWabed and Cabul, where 
they formed a camp. Meantime Shere Ali 
died; his son Yakoob Khan, with whom he 
had quarrelled, came to the throne, professed 
a desire to be on friendly ,terms with the 
British, and went into the camp. A treaty 
was entered into to pay the Ameer £60,000 
a yea.r in exchange for the frontier, the 
cc scientific frontier,,' as ·Lord Beaconsfield had 
ca.lled it, to be occupied by the British. A 
British representative was to be resident at 
Cabul, and the Ameer was to be a.ssisted to 
defend himself against any foreign enemy. 
Almost before the ink of the treaty was dry, 
and while the BOund of applause at the dexw 
terity with which we had occupied Cabul and 
Candahar, and so oould keep Russia out of 
India, was still ringing, news came that Sir 
Louis Cavagnari, the English envoy, and 
nearly all the officers of the mission with the . 
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native escort, had been murdered by insur~ 
gents in Cabnl. They had been attacked in 
the residency by a crowd of fierce but cowardly 
foes, who came upon themlikeahordeof wolves. 
The Englishmen, eeeing nothing for it but to 
fight, made a swift sudden oalIy and drove 
back the crowd that thronged the gate, and 
then rapidly retired, leaving some of the enemy 
dead-many of them driven headlong by 
blows from the fist, for ~e officers were not 
completely armed. Even repeated salli .. like 
this were of no a.vail, the mob, pre!med for
ward by increasing numbers, closed upon 
them; they were overwhelmed and slain. It 
was war then. of course, and there was no 
time to lose. The forces that came to stop 
the British ad vance were defeated with heavy 
I .... and General Sir Frederick Roberta held 
Cabnl with the troops under his command, 
Sir D. Stewart reoccupying Candabar. Ya
kooh Khan abdicated, and with some of his 
advisers was sent to Peshawur. This caused 
a general insurrection in the country round 
Cabnl, the leaders of which ordered an attack 
on the force" of Sir Frederick Roberto, who 
had retired to the cantonments of Sherpnr 
to await reinforcements. Before any aid ar
rived our troops had bel'ten their aooaiJaut&, 
wh .. e leaders fled, and Shere Ali Khan, the 
Afghan governor of Candahar, having 1'8-

mained loyal to the English, was left as in
pendent ruler, while Sir D. Stewart marched 
with port of his force to Cabnl to aooume 
supreme command. On the way he met and 
defeated an Afgban army, probably raieed by 
the fugitive chiefs, near Ghumi. He then 
continued negotiations which made Abdul 
Rahman Khan, SOD of Afzul Khan, Ameer of 
Cabul 
It was to General Sir Frederick Roberto, 

however, that the great achievement of the 
campaign waa due; and, but for the skill and 
almost unparalleled boldn... of that com
IIl&Ilder and the unyieidiDg courage of his 
men, a great disaster might at the last have 
befallen the British arms. In June, 1880, 
Ayub (a brother of Yakoob Khan), who 
had taken up his position at Hera!., marched 
against Candabar with a large foroe. General 
Burron advanced to oppose him, but some of 

the native troops deserted to the enemy, and 
he was severely defeated at Maiwand, and 
had to fall back in confusion on Candahar, 
whieh was clooely invested by Ayub Khan. 
Reinforcements were delayed for want of 
transport, the crisis was becoming dan~ 

gerous, when Sir Frederick Roberts set out 
with his army of 10,000 meD 011 a forced march 
from Cabnl to Candabar, a distan .. of about 
300 mil.., through a. difficult and hostile 
country. The heat was tremendous, and 
there was some fighting to be done on the 
way, but in three weeks the journey was ac
complished. The men, without hesitation, 
attacked the enemy, and gained a brilliant 
vietory, which re .. stablished the prestige and 
the temporary power of the British arms, and 
enabled no to place the edministration, as 
well as the ameership, in the hands of Abdnl 
Rohlll&ll Khan, and to retire from Cabnl, 
leaving "the scientific frontier" to remain 
an expression without much practical mean
ing. 

The gallantry and remarkable generaJship 
of Sir Frederick Roberto was perhaps not eo 
completely recognized as some subsequent 
sUccesses by other generals have been, but he 
was hon~ared with the thanks of the queen 
and the country, and his name and that of 
his army is otill associated with the deed of 
prowess which alone seemed to give some 
lustre to a war undertaken without counting 
the cost and singuIarly ~ in reonIto. 

Alas! there was, if possible, a still worse 
and less honourable enterprise before the 
country in what was known as the Zulu war. 
It is so recent that a few lin .. only nl'ed be 
devoted to it. 

The varione states of South Africa differed 
so considerably that it was not at first easy to 
unravel their c1aims, still I... their alleged 
grievances. There were Capo Colony and 
Natal directly under British control There 
was the Transvaal, the tenitory north of the 
Vaal river, a Dutch repuhlic, with a popua.: 
tion of 40,000 Europeans and 250,000 Kafira 
and nativ... There was the Orange Free 
Stat&, formed by Dutch oettlers wbo emigrated 
from Cape Colony becaUBO they disliked British 
rule, and whose independence had beeD recog-
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nized. On the north side, beyond the Limpopo 
river, the Tra.wwaal bordered on the vast 
wilderness of the interior, where Moffat and 
Livingstone visited the Bechuanas and other 
great tribes. Next to the Orange State lay 
Basutoland and N at&I, under British rule, and 
bordering on Natsl the country of the Zulus. 
The inability of the Boers of the Transvaal 
to defend themselves sga.inst the Zulu Kafirs 
induced the British government to offer to 

take charge of the additional territory in the 
preaumed interest of the European population 
as &aaainst the numerical superiority of the 
natives. Some of the native tribes were 
sufficiently organized to be regarded rather 
as uncivilized communities than as mere 
savagos, and though we had in 1874 put 
down a so-called insurrection under the cbief 
Langalibabele, and punished him with im
prisonment, it was thought by many that we 

acted in a high-handed Dl&D.ner. 

The Boers of tbe Transvaal had been de
feated by one chief, Secocoeni, and were in 
constant peril from the Zulus, and yet they 
would Dot treat them with consideration. 
Judging from after events it would seem that 
lOme of the Zulu chiefs,~tewayo, for instance, 
was little less worthy of respect and conciJ.i&.. 
tion than the subjects of the South African 
Volksraad; but Cetewayo, as the greatest chief 
and ruler of the Zulus, detested the Boers, who 
had, he believed, injured him, and who beld 
territory which he witb justice claimed to be
longtohis people, while he was frankly anxious 
to be on friendly terms with the English, and 
to pay allegiance to the English sovereign. 
Under these circumstances the British govern
ment made what a.ppears to have been the 
greatest possible mistake with respect to both 
parties. In response to BOme vague represen
tation it proposed to the Boers tbat the Trans
vaal should be annexed to British territory 
that it might have due protection, and sent 
out Sir Theophilua Shepstone, who, without 
waiting for an exact decision either there or 
at home, procla.imed the annexation. It un
dertook to arbitrate on Cetewayo's cla.im, and 
after finding in his favour sent out Sir Bartle 
Frere, who, 88 lord comm.isaioner, instead of 
doing prompt justice, kept back the award, 

treated the Zulu chief with marked dislike, 
and at length, after having exasperated him, 
and aroused his suspicions by delay, demanded 
8l! ~ condition of the award that the Zulu 
troops should he disarmed and disbanded, and 
return to tbeir homes. This demand not being 
immediately complied with Zululand w .. in
vaded by British troops; but we had under
valued the abilityofCetewayo and the strength 
of those whom we had converted into enemies. 

New. of a defeat at Isandula came here at a 
time when the pendulum of public opinion 
was about to swing back. The spirits of those 
who had been bos.sting and singing, and de
claring "by Jingo," felt a little dasbed at the 
disaster; and though, when Lord Chelmaford, 
who was in comm.a.nd, retrieved his position 
so completely that on the arrival of Sir Garnet 
Wolseley the war was over, and Cetewayo was 
quickly made a prisoner, the blow loosened 
the hold of the government, and "imperial 
policy" was spoken in lower tones. One event 
which gave a darker shadow to the war in 
Zululand was th.e dea.th of the young p~ince 
imperial, the son of the late Napoleon III. 
and the widowed Eugenie,"ex-empress of the 
French. The youth, who was of good and 

fair-promise, had studied in & military school 
at Woolwich, and offered to serve as & volun
teer on Lord Chelmsford's staff. He went out 
with a small reconnoitring party, which was 
surprised by the enemy, who slew him with 
their assegais. . 

The determination to annex the Transvaal 
met with no better result than the invasion 
of Zulula.nd. The soldiers who came to rein
force the Boers found themselves amoDg ene
mies, and friendly annexation was' inter
preted into armed invasion; ending in defeat 
which it would have been ignominious to 
avengs. The mistakes of 1877-79 bad to 
be remedied by another government, by ·the 
loug-deferred rei .... and restoration of Cete
wayo, and the abandoDment of hostilities 
against the people of the Transvaal, who had 
apparently been the victims of misrepresenta
tion. 

Before passing from the African question a. 
word must be said about Egypt. One of the 
earlier manifestations of the policy afterwards 
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.adopted by the government was the ptll'Cha.oe 
from the khedive in 1875 of the 176,000 
.hares which he held in the Suez Canal. 
There were 400,000 shares aJ.together, and he 
.held nearly half of them, hut he was nearly 
ruined by extravagance and debauchery, 
and they came upon the stock-exchange, 
where the British government bought them 
for' £4,000,000 sterling. A few people there 
were who bad grave doubts of the wisdom of 
the investment; hut tbe majority first thought 

·of it as a subtle thing, an artful move of DieM 
raeli'a, and afterwards as a bold, characteristic 
way of showing foreign nations that we meant 
to keep our hold upon the rood to the East. 

But we BOon had a more distinctive in1luence 
in Egypt by what was known as the dual con
tro~ which gave to France and England the 
Administration of the financial dam. of the 
.country in the interests of the Europea.n 
·creditora In 1876 Mr. G08cben and a rep ..... 
. sentative of France unravelled the tangled 
skein of Egyptian finance, arranged the loans 
80 that creditors could be paid at some sacri
fice, placed the 'khedive on a fixed allowance, 
and brought the whole of Egyptian fiDanoe 
under European control, takiug the regulation 

.of railways, the collection of the revenues, dis
bursements of the state, care of the funds, and 
payments of debts, the Egyptim minister of 
finanoe being quietly deposed. This B.lT&nge
ment concluded by the appointment of con
trollers-general by England and France. The 
scheme was opposed by Lord Derby, but was 

. agrsed to by Lord Salisbury at the pteBBing 
solicitation of France, and because of the ap"
peals of the prodigal khedive. Subsequently 
the affainJ of this involved exchequer re

'quired the appointment of an extra liquida,.. 

tion commission, and in 1881 the capital debt 
under vanoUl "loons),! amounted to above 
£98,000,000, with a fioatingdebtof £5,000,000. 
It will readily be understood that the admin
istration of many of the chief offices by Euro
peallB gave rise to much dissatisfaction. How 
far this may have influenced the eommence
·ruent of the insl1ITection under Arabi Pasha 
in 1882 it ;;'ould be difficult to .. y. 

The dual control virtually ceased to exist 
· ... hen France held back from supporting the 

authority of the khedive against the rebel 
generaJ, with whom it WlUI believed he waa 
treacherouely in accord till the insurrection in 
Alexandria rendered it ne~ for our gov
ernment to send a fleet under Admiral Sey
mour to protect European residents, and the 
acts of the insurgents compelled us to suppress 
what had by that time become a rebellion. 

Towards the end of 1879 there was an 
ominous BOund in the political atmosphere, 
the sound of the Liberal forces mustering 
for battle at the coming electioD& Parlia
ment had Dot run its entire course of seven 
years; but it has mostly been regarded as an 
unwritten law that parliament shsll prepare 
to dissolve at the end of the sixth session. 
Mr. Gladstone challenged the ministry to 
appeal to the country. There were numerous 
symptoms that • change was deeired. Trode 
was depressed, there was much want and 
distress among the followers of 80me of the 
chief industries. In Ireland there were symp
toms of increased difficulty, and everywhere 
there was that kind of dissatisfaction which 
often succeeds great excitement and frequent 
surprises. The Liberala were not in high 
spirits; the ministry seemed to cling to office 
as though they meant to extend the duration 
of parliament to its furthest limit, and feared 
an appeal to the electora Suddenly the dis-
8OlutioD was announced for the 24th of March, 
1880. When the elections began there was 
no 10ngeruncOl'tsinty. The country appeared 
to have been reconverted to Liberalism, and 
awakened to keen interest. Mr. Gladstone 
could relr on his supporters in Scotland. 
At the time when his opponents trimnphed, 
and he wae being abused and euspeoted, he 
had been elected to the rectorship of the Uni
versity of Glasgow, though a Cabinet minister 
was the other candidate. He had now deter
mined to carry the electoral confiiet into 
Midlothian, and there to teet the strength of 
Liberal principlea On the 29th of December, 
1879, Mr. Gladstone was seventy years of age, 
but he entered into the contest with undimin
ished spirit and energy. u The Midlothian 
campaign," as it came to be CRlled, has almost 
become historical. The number of places at 
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which he spoke, the Iarge audiences he ad
dressed, the results in gaining seats for Liberal 
candidates, and his own return by 1579 votes 
against 1368 polled by Lord Dalkeith, son 
of the Duke of Buecleugh, PJ:l)ved that the 
Liberal C&UBe had been well maintained. The 
reprasentation of Leeda, too, had been open 
to Mr. Gladstone, but he was already pledged 
to Scotland; and Mr. Herbert Gladstone, the 
youngest son of the Liberal leader, having 
unsueoessfully contested Middlesex with Lord 
George Hamilton, was returned for the cloth 
city. 
It was obvious that Mr. Gladstone could 

no longer refuse to resume his place at the 
bead of the Liberal interest, nor was it more 
than a momentary question who should be 
prime minister. The result of the elections 
was the return of 351 Liberals and 240 Con
servatives, as against 351 Conservatives and 
251 Liberals in the previol1s parliament. The 
Home Rnlers numbered 61, &8 against 50 in 
the former elections. In the fuet speech made 
at Edinbnrgh by Mr. Gladstone on his elec
toral journey he had referred to his political 
opponents, and concluded by saying: 

"1 give them creditJor pa.triotic motives; 
I give them credit for those patriotic motives 
which are 80 incessa.D.tly and gratuitously 
denied to us. I believe that we are all united, 
gentlemen-indeed, it would be most unna
tural, if we were not-in a fond attachment, 
perhaps in something of a proud a.ttachment, 
to the great country to which we belong-to 
thie great empire, which has committed to it 
a trust and a. function given from providence 
as special and rema.rkable as ever was en
trusted to any portion of the family of man. 
Gentlemen, I feel when I speak of that trnst 
a.nd that function that words fa.il me; I C8.D.

not tell you what I think of the noblen ... of 
the inheritance that has descended upon us, 
of the aacredo ... of the duty of maintaining 
it. I will not condescend to ma.ke it a part 
of controversial pclitics. It ia a.part of my 
being, of my deBb and blood, of my heart I\Ild 
eouL For those ende I have laboured through 
my youth and m&nhood till my hairs are 
gray. In that faith and practice I have lived ; 
in that fa.ith and practice I will die." 

This declaration touched a chord in th .. 
heart of the conntry, which had not ceased to. 

vibrate when, on the 13th of December, 1882, 
the premier received from all parts of the 
country,-from great political and social bodi .. 
as well as from private individuals, and from 
societies and schools of men, women, and chil
ciren,-warmand enthusiastic congratulations. 
on having completed fifty years of par1iamen- -
tary life, chiedy paseed in active and often in 
strenuous efforts for the advancement of the
welfare of the country. 

On the 21st of April, 1681, all Ellgland 
mourned the death of Benjamin Disrseli, Earl 
of Beaeo""field. From the Queen upon the
throne to the cotter's child sitting on the
door..atep the intelligence was received with a. 
sentiment that arose from a sense of national 
loss; but many, including her majesty, felt. 
also tha.t they were bereaved of a. true and 
genial friend. 

In an early page of this book,' written 011 the 
day following hie. death, some record will b. 
found of a political career which was perhaps 
the most remarkable of modern tim.. Of his 
persona.! and intellectual cha.racteristica numer
ous illustrations will be found in these volumes.. 

Earl Ruaaell had quietly gone to hie rest full 
of years on the 28th of May, 1878. He was 
in his eighty-sixth year, and, though he was 
etill honoured, he had so long been out of the. 
ephere of practical statesmanship that, &8 th .. 
Tt.'ma said, his death removed from the world. 
the shadow of a great name. 

Thien had died in 1877, and Victor Emman
uel in 1878; and events had been so many 
and so quick that it seemed but yesterday 
that Napoleon III. bad come in his second. 
exile to England, and had there been laid 
in the mausoleum at Chislehurst. Tbirlwa11, 
the great Liberal bishop, had died in 1875; 
and the witty, abl~, and courtly Bishop of 
Winchester two yO&1'8 before him. In 1870 
the eudden death of England's great novelist, 
Charles Dickens, had brought to thousande of 
men, women, and children the sense of a per~ 
sona.llose. Lord Lytton, the brilliant speaker 
and writer of roma.nce, died in January, and 
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John Stuart Mill, the logician and politi
cal 'economist, in November, 1873. Canon 
Kingsley, the scholar and writer, who had 
once lived in a luminous mental haze of 
"Christian Socialism," passed into the land 
of light and love in the first month of 1876. 
In the previous year intelligence of the death 
of Livingstone had come from Unyanyemhe. 
In 1870-1871 Mr. Stanley, a yonng and ener
getic Welsh-American, was sent out by the 
proprietor of aNew York newspaper to en
deavour to discover Livingstone, from whom 
for a long tim. nothing had be.n heard. Mr. 
Stanl.y fonnd him at Ujiji, and aecompanied 
him on a. journey. Livingstone afterwards 
went on an expedition to the unexplored 
regions south-west of Lake Tanganyika. After 
much toilsome travelling, and ha.ving suffered 
greatly from dysentery, he died on the shore 
of Lake Bangweolo, May, 1873. 

There had been many great and serious 
10.... besides th.... Sir Arthnr Helps, 
Harri.t Martineau, Lord Lawrence, Sir Row
land Hill, Lord Westbury, Landeeer, Lord 
Clarendon; arid later George Henry Lew.., 
George Eliot (Mias Evans), Anthony Trol
lope, and others whose names have already ap
peared in the course of this narrative, had left 
the contlict in which they had borne a part 

No sooner had the new ministry been 
formed hy Mr. Gladston. than it had serious 
difficulties to contend with. The outrages 
committed in Ireland drove the government 
to abandon for the moment all attempts at 
a policy of conciliation. 

Th.re had been 1253 outrages in the pre
vious year, and most of them in the later 
months of the year. Honses had bean broken 
into, incendiaries had been at work, cattle 
had been maimed and tortured, homble and 
brnta.! .ttacks had been made, not on men 
only, but on women and children. ,Tenants 
who had paid an amount of rent unau· 
thoris.d by the Land League, landlords who 
demanded payment or had ejected tenants, 
occupiers of farms or dwellings from which 
former tenants had been expelled for non
payment of rent, and persons who had agreed 
to work for anybody who had paid his rent, 

were liable to assault, or to cOntinued perse
cution by which life was enda.ngered. None 
dared to c1a.im compensation for outrages com
mitted on them: few dared to prosecute. 

The government was obliged to act, and 
acted swiftly and sternly. The remedy was 
summary: for it was to give power to the 
lord-lieutenant to issue & warrant for th~ 
arrest of any person whom he might suspect 
of treasonable or agrarian offences, and to 
deta.in him. as a. prisoner without trial till 
September,I882. This part of the "Protection 
of Life and Property Bill JJ was, of course, 
vchemently opposed by the Irish party, while 
many Liberals advocated the introduction of 
remedial instead of coercive measures. Mr. 
Bright (chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster) 
reminded the house, amidst assent from the 
Home Rnlers, that he had formerly stood up 
for Ireland, and said that he had not at these 
times thought all the proposed coercive mea.
snres neceasa.ry, the basis of his hostility to 
them having been that they were not accom
panied by any remedial measures, or even by 
any admission of grievances; but now a land 
bill Was promised and wonld be brought in. 
The Irish party had commenced to carry out 
threats of obstruction, and the house had sat 
twenty-two hours. The next sitting lasted for 
forty-on. hours, dnriug which motions for 
adjournment were made over and over again 
by the Home Rulers, and rejected by the house. 
Members of each party came in detachments 
to re1ieve those who had carried onthestruggle. 
It was an extraordinary spectacle, to see & few 

. men, by merely technical opposition, wilfully 
preventing legislation and de1sying the entire 
work of the BeBBion against the great majority 
of the honae. At length the Speakerdee1ared, 
amidst the support of the majority, that a new 
and exceptional course of procedure was im
peratively demanded, and he was satisfied that 
he should carry out the wishes of the house if 
he declined to call on any more members to 
speak. The question was then put, amidst 
cries of privilege from Home Rulers, who 
were vehemently illogical in demanding all 
the privileges of legs! precedent to en.ble 
them to defy and dcridelaw and order. Leave 
was then given to bring in the bill. 
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The reports of all the commissions, with one 
exception, agreed that it was of vit&! import
ance to establish a court for tbe purpose of 
dealiDg witb tbe di1ferences between landlord 
and tenant, and for the proteetion of tenants 
against arbitrary increase of ren~ But it was 
also necessary to maintain tbe right of assign
ment or aale of tenant-right, tbe old law of 
the cOnntry' recognizing tbe right of tbe ten
ant to sell whatever iDterest he posse d in 
his tenancy, which by tbe act of 1870 bad 
become something considerable; so that the 
commissioners had recommended a recogni
tion of it, and that it might be enforced witb
out injustice to tbe landlord. The cardinal 
feature of tbe bill, tben, would be tbe court, to 
which, however, an appeal would not be com

pulsory but optional This court, which would 
also act as a land commission and regulate a.ll 
tbe proceedings of tbe local courts, would con
sist of three members, ODe of whom must at
waysbea judge or an ex-judge of the Supreme 
Court, and it would have power to appoint 
assistantcommissionersandsu'b--commissioners 
to sit in the provinces. Every tenant would be 
entitled to go to tbe court to have fixed for his 
holding a "judicial ren~" which would en
dure for fifteen years, during which tbere could 
be DO eviction of the tenant except for specific 
breach of certain specific covenants or nOD

payment of rent. There would be no power 
of resumption on tbe part of tbe landlord 
during this time, and his remedy would bave 
to take the form of a compulsory aale of tbe 
tenant-righ~ After tbe fifteen years had 
expired application might be made to the 
court for a renewal of tenancy tOM quotiu. 
The conditions 88 to eviction would remain if 
the tenancy were renewed, but the landlord 
would have a ~mption of the tenant's 
right if tbe latter wished to selL The court, 
in fixing tbe rents, would centrel tbe un
limited growth of rental and of tenant-righ~ 
There were other provisions of the bill which 
protected tenants IIII'd extended tbe advan
tages of the rules of the court even to those 
who were under the Ulster custom, or who 
did not choose to apply to tbe court itself. 
. By tbe second psrt of tbe bill the Land 
Commiesion would be enabled to rea1ize a 

scheme for supplying landlords ready to sell 
and tenants desiring to pnrchase tbeir hold
ings. In such cases the commissioners would. 
have power to advance, to tenants intending 
to purchase, three-fourtbs of tbe purchase
money. or one-half of the purchase-money 

when tbe tenant agreed to pay a price to tbe 
landlord and to hold from him at a fee farm 
rent. The rest of the purchase-money might 
be borrowed elsewhere, and purchssing ten
ants would be indemnified against encumbered 
estates or defective title.. The Land Commie
sion could purchase an estate and reseU it in 
sma.ll lots to the tenants if tbree-fourtbs of 
them, psying not less tban three-fonrths of 
tbe total rent, desired to become holders. 
Advances for this and other purposes were to 
be charged at the ",te of 3! per cent, and 
repsyable in tbirty- five years. Advances 
might be made for agricultural improvements 
for the reclamation of waste lands: when 
state aid was met by a corresponding outlay 
of private capital, or in eases where there was 

a baronial guarantee, the treasury would ad
vance three-fourths of tbe cost of projected 
improvementa Advances to be determined 
by parliament were also to be made to assist 
emigration. The result of tbe bill would be to 
restrain tbe increase of rent by certain rules, 
to regulate compensation for disturbance, to 
establish tbe right of tbe tenant to sell his in
terest, to prevent evictions except for default, 
and to forbid resumption by the landlord 
except for grave and reasonable causes, which 
might be brought in question before tbe co_ 

We need not follow the distracting and 
protracted dehates and obstructions amidst 
which tbe bill went tbrough committee, and, 
with several modifications,· became law. It 
passed at last; and though there were en
deavours to introduce changes which would 
have made BOme of the cla.uses in favour of 
the tenant nugatory. and other alterations of a 
cancellingcha.ra.cterwereproposedJ the measure 
was at last comDleted. 

In noticing offences against the 1a.w1 especi
ally crimes of violence, it should be remarked 
that according to statistics issued tbe number 
ofindietableoffenceswithinthetenyears(187~ 
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1880) in England, Wales, and Ireland indi
cated a slight increase of crime in recent years, 
both absolutely and relatively to population. 
The number of crimes reported to have been 
committed was uniformly smaller in Ireland 
than in England and Wales. The ten years 
from 1871 to 1880 included five years of great 
proeperity of trede and high wages, and five 
years of decline of tmde and lower wages. 
The average of the two periods of five years 
had been, per 1000, England and Wal .. from 
1875, 1·98; Ireland, 1·36; from 1876 to 1880, 
England and Wales, 2·09; Ireland, 1·37. In
dictable offeDces were thus shown to have 
been greater in number during the five good 
years. As to Ireland, the larger number of 
crimes at the commencement and end of the 
perioda 1871-72 and 1879-80 w .. clearly due 
to the relations between landlords and tenants. 
Althongh during the poet ten years there had 
been a slight increase of crime, the number of 
persons committed for trial had diminished in 
every part of the United Kingdom, which 
points to the fact that the graver crimes had 
diminished in number. In Scotland and Ire
land the proportion of committala was uni
formly greater than in England and Walea 
On an average of ten years the percentage 
of convictions "'"" 78 per cent in England 
and Wales, 76 per cent in Scotland, and 
5.5 per cent in Ireland; in 1880 the propor
tion in Ireland was. only 50 per cent. This 
is suggestive, especially as in Ireland the 
proportion of convictions in cases 01 offences 
against property w.. coneiderably greater 
than in offence. againet the person. In Eng
land, in 1880, 72 persons were apprehended 
for murder j of these 13 were discharged 
for want of evidence or wa.nt of prosecutiOll, 
or 18 per cent of the whole, and 59 committed 
for tria1, or 82 per cent. In Ireland in the 
same year 53 persons were a.pprehended for 
murder; 37, or 69 per cent, were discharged 
for want of evidence, And 16, or only 30 per 
cent, committed for trial. Of 61 committed 
for trial in England, 28, or 46 per cent, were 
convicted; of 35 committed for murder in Ire
land, nnly 3, or 8~ per cent, were convicted. 
In proportion to tho population the offencea 
against public order were 5·13 to the thousand 

in Scotland againat 1·16 in EnglMld. The 
offences against morals were in the proportion 
of 0·21 to the thousand in England, against 
0·04 in Ireland.. Offences against the person 
wereU·58 to the thousand in Scotland, against 
2·82 in England; and the offence. against pro
perty 6·6 per thousand in Scotland, againet 
2'27 in Ireland. Drunkenness was worst in 
Ireland, being 16·60 per thousand, againat 
6·77 in England and 7·26 in Scotland. But 
for drunkenness. and small crimes the criminal 
statioti", were favourable to Ireland. What 
aggravated the state of crime in Ireland was 
the recurrence of political offences, and agra.
rian crime was seldom absent. from Irish 
criminal jurisprudence; but no criminal was. 
brought to juance, although the offences were 
often gravo. 

In education Ireland compared unfavolll'
ably with England and SeotIand. One quarter 
of the population was UDable to read or write. 
The progr .... in education made in the past 
fifty yea.ra had, however, been great, for iB 
1841 the proportion of illiteratee to the popu
lation was 53 per cent. In 1851 it had fallen 
to 47, in 186J. to 39, in 1871 to 33, and in 1881 
to 25. The eastem and northern provinces 
stand on an equality in regard to education, 
the proportion of illiteratee in each being 20 
per cent; but Leinster had made rather the 
greater proGX'ess, the proportion there having 
been 44 in 1841, while in Ulster it was but 
40. In Muuster there were 29 persons out of 
every 100 unable to read or write, and in Ccm
naught 38. Fifty years ago the lIercentage of 
illiterates in the western province was as high 
ae 72, while in 1881 the untnnght were dis
tributed among the religious denominations ill 
the following proportiona :-Roman Catho1ics, 
30·1 per cent; Episcopalia.ns, 10"9; Preaby
terians, ~·1; and Methodisto, 1i·5. The grea_ 
progress as regards primary education seems to 
have been made among the Roman Catholics. 
But the number of Protestant Episcopalian 
children attending the National Schools had 
increaeed in ten years by 54 per cent, and this 
i. regarded .. a proof of the subsidence of re
ligioua prejudice. It is worth notice that, in 
spite of the former denunciationof the Queen's. 
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Colleges by the priesthood, the percentage of 
Roman Catholic students in the1ibre9. collegee 
of Belfast, Cork, and Gaiway,increaaed between 
1871 and 1881 by 76'1 per cent; in Cork alone, 
the number of lWman Catholic students I."OSO 

from 88 to 179. 

In 1880 there left our ehoree for the United 

States, 69,081 English, 14,471 Scoooh, and 
83,018 Irish; for British North America, 13,641 

English, 3221 ScoOOh, and 4140 Irish; for All&
traIasia, 15,176 English, 3059 ScoOOh, and 5949 
Irish; for all other placee, English, 14,047; 

ScoOOh, 1305; Irish,534. The grand tot&! is 
227,o4j, compared with 164,274 in 1879. 

Including foreigners, 332,294 individuale left 
our ehores, 281,560 as steerage, and 50,734 as 
""bin paseengerB. Of the former 156,150 sailed 
from Liverpool, 26,058 from London, 19,068 

from other English ports; 26,340 from Glas
gow; and 83,944 from Londonderry and Cork, 
all of whom went to America., in the proportion 
of 17 to the Republic to 1 to the Dominion. 

The tot&! of thoee who went to British 
North America was 29,340; to Australia and 
New Zealand, 25,438; to the East Indies, 4527; 
to the British West Indies, 1543; to the Cape 
and Natal, 9603; to British possessions in Cen
tral and South America, 2203; and 2166 to all 
other British poeaeosiona. 

The proportion of male to female emigrants 
was nearly 5 to 3, namely, 203,294 to 129,000; 
but among British eubjects only, the relations 
of the sexes were somewhat different, and in 
round numbers there were 13 males to 9 
females. The Irish took most women with 
them, which is an indication of a'more per
manent separation from the mother country, 
their relations being 48 men to 45 women; the 
English were 7 to 4, and the Scoooh 13 to 8. 
Of the 188,950 adults of British origin of both 
sexes, 19,971 men n.r..d 25,239 women were 
married, the explanation of the 0l[C088 being 
that the surplus women were going out to join 
their husbands; 92,470 were single men, 51,197 
were apinstere; and there were aleo 38,592 chil
dren under twelve years of age. 

The emigration c;>f perBOlU!I of Iriah origin, 
which had fallen very low between 1875 and 
1879, auddenlyroee in 1860 to 93,641,or 12,000 
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in excess of the annual average of the previoue 
. ten years. The proportion of Irish emigrants 

to the tot&! from the United Kingdom, which 
had fallen to about 25 per cent, rose to 41 per 

: cent. The figurea being:-English emigrants, 
; 111,845, or 49 per cent of the whole; ScoOOh, 
. 22,056, or 10 per cent; Irish, 93,641, or 41 per 

cent. In. 1886-87 the tot&! emigration was 

168,221 English, 34,365 ScoOOh, 78,901 Irish. 
, The tot&! number of emigrants from Ireland 

from May 1651 to the end of 1887 was 

'I 3,197,419. 
The lWman Catholic Church is still, 88 it 

: has beeD. sinee Henry II., the domina.nt reli
gious community in Ireland. Ita members, 
according to the eeDSUS of 1882, numbered 

I 3,960,891, or 76'54 per cent of the whole 
I population. Protestant Episcopaliane num
: bered 639,574, or 12'36 per cent; Presbyter-

ians, 470,734, or 9"10 per centj and Metho-
I diste, 48,839, or a little I .... than 1 per cent. 
I We cannot pasa from our references to the 

important. measures of the period under re
, view without. d.welling for a moment on the 
; bill which made employere liaWe to pay cia
magee for injuriea eustained by work-people 
in their'service in consequence of carelessness 

, or neglect of persons in authority over them: 
the Ground Game Bill, which permits far
mers to kill haree and rabbits on their farms: 
the Buriala Bill, permitting any persons to 
bury their dead in the churchyarde of the 
district where there is no public cemetery: and 
the Married Women'. Property Bill, by which 
protection. is given to women against the 
rapacity and cruelty of worthl ... husbande. 

The Married Women's Property Act secures 
to a married woman for her absolute use the 
wagee which ehe earned by her own labour and 
the profits of her own ekill in literature, art, or 
other employment. Deposits in savings-banks, 
property to which ehe becomes entitled as next 
of kin, and pecuniary legaeiea not exceeding 
two hnudred pounds, are also made her own 
and placed at herown dispoaal. This significant 

assertion that the marriage ehonld not be held 
to annihilate the indiVidual rights of a woman 
was greatly extended and simplified by the 
act of 1882. The very first euiJ.oection pro
vides that "a married womim shan .. be 

M 
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capable of acquiring, holding, and disposing 
by will or otherwise of a;.ty real or personal 
property as her separate property in the same 
manner as if she W1!re a feme 10k, without the 
intervention of a.ny trustee." The'same section 
goes on to declare that she may enter into COD

tracts without the intervention of her husband, 
and abolishes the rule whereby, if she brings 
an action at law, or is sued by someone else, 
her husband must be "joined for conformity." 

After providing tha.t any contract entered 
into by & married woman sball be presumed, 
nol ... the contrary be expressed, to bind her 
oeparate property, and subjecting her to the law 
of bankruptcy if she engages in trade, the act 
proceeds in the second clause in these words: 
"Every woman who. marries after the com
mencement of this act shall be entitled to have 
and to hold as her aeparate property, and to 
dispose qf in ~er aforesaid, all rea.! and 
personal property which aha.ll belong to her 
at the time of n;tarriage, or shall be acquired 
by or devolve upon her after marriage." 

.A woman married. before the commence
ment of the act is entitled to all the property 
which shall """rue to her after that date. 
When a married couple are living aPart, either 
of them is subject to criminal proceedings for 
interfering with the property of the other, just 
88 if they had never been married. A ma.rried 
woma.n may accept any trust, or become exe
cutrix or administratrix, without the cousent 
of her hnahand. 

Let us, in this place, devote a few minutes 
to the more recent evidences, which may give 
us hope for the future maintenance of com
mercial and social prosperity. 

The progress of the country cannot be 
doubted. Although there have been well· 
"founded compmints of the "depression of 
trade," the same complaints arising from 
similar conditions were heard in every country 
in Europe and alao in the manufacturing 
'centres of the United States of America. 
These conditions have been chieJly a too large 
produotion while the dema.nds of commerce 
were pressing, the protracted influence of 
.trikes among operatives, and the paralysing 
,effects of continued hostilities of labour 

against capita.l. Our commerce is maintained, 
though some of the conditions of trade have 
altered, and are likely to nodergo many 
further cha.nges. The amount of revenue 
derived from customs and excise has increased 
since the year 1882, when the figures were
customs, £19,275,268; excise, £27,170,798; as 
compared with £19,210,465, and £25,372,183 
for the year 1881. The fignrea for 1883 were 
-customs, £19,682,700; excise, £26,982,900; 
for 1884-customa, £19,646,600; excise, 
£27,048,100; for 1885-customs, £20,557,800; 
excise, £26,501,600. The amounts for 1886-
1887 were-customs, £20,135,855; excise, 
£25,212,883; for 1887 -1888 - cnatoms, 
£19,579,476; excise, £25,625,520; for 1888-
8!)-Cnatoms, £19,971,190; excise, £25,474,403. 
Trade had somewhat fallen off, but revived 
again with considerable advance in the latter 
half of the year 1889. 

The total income for the year 1882 amounted 
to £86,000,000, which showed a small increase 
on the previous year, and an increase of four 
and a half milliona on that of 1880. There 
was little opportunity, however, for that re
trenchment which it is the professed aim of 
the Libeml government to promote; for re
trenchment can only be achieved by the adop
tion of the two other watchwords which had 
yet to be ~lated into action~"peace" and 
"reform." Of the eighty-five and a half mil
lions of revenue, about twenty-nine and a half 
milliona went to pay the interest of debt, 
chieily incurred by the coat of former w .... 
and provision against war; and an equal sum 
for the payments for maintaining the army 
and navy, and for the remaining liabilities for 
the former Afghan and South African wars 
-£535,000 and £500,000 respectively. In 
1878 there was £3,500,000 for our share in 
the Russian-Turkish wa.rj in 1879 and 1880, 
for the war in Zululand and the Transvaal, 
£4,821,720, and £472,200 for Griq\1aland and 
Sukukuni expeditions; and, in 1881, for the 
Afghan war, £500,000. This brings na to 
the conclusion that debt and war, including 
provisions for protection against invasion, 
cost about sixty-nine per ~t of the whole 
revenue, and that about sixty-five per cent of 
that revenue is derived from customs, excise, 
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and income-tax-above a million a.nd a half 
being derived from what is gilled bouse-tax
an impost infiicted on the tenant in place of 
the window-tax, whieb in 1851 was repealed, 
and the house-duty substituted. 

In round numbers the gross totals of income 
and expenditure for 1882 up to 1889 have 
been-1882: income £86,000,000, expendi
ture £85,000,000; 1883: income £89,400,000, 
expenditure £88,500,000 j 1884 : income 
£87,500,000, expenditure £87,100,000; 1885: 
income £88,000,000, expenditure £89,000,000; 

1886-1887: ineome £91,000,000, expenditure 
£B9,OOO,OOO; 1887-1888: income £90,000,000, 
expenditure £87,000,000 ; 1889: income 
£88,473,ooo,expenditure£87,684,000. Thewar 
expenses in this period include £3,895,500 
for the Egyptian expedition in 1883, and the 
later votes of money for the Soudan expedition 
for "the relief of Gordon. The financial reforms 
achieved to 1885-1886 were the simplification 
and reform of the legacy duties, the reduction 
or the railway passenger duties, and the ebarge 
of certain corporate properties with succession 
duty. 

Another sign of the national enterprise to 
which reference may be made is the advance 
of our shipping and carrying trade. It is im
possible to form any true estimate of our im. 
porta and exports and of oti.r national industry 
without taking this powerful element into ac
eount. The total tonnage entered and cleared 
of ports in the foreign trade alone was, in 
1850, 14,000,000 tons; 1860, 24,000,000 tous; 
1870, 36,000,000 tons; 1880, 58,000,000 tons. 
Thus the increaee in thirty years was fourfold. 
The same reeult is obtained if vessels with 
cargoes are alone taken. If we take the Eng
lish tonnage engaged in this trade we find-
1850, 9,000,000 tonsj 1860, 14,000,000 tonsj 

1870, 25,000,000 tonsj 1880, 41,000,000 tons; 
1884, 46,OOO,OOQ tons i the foreign tonnage 
being 17,000,000 tons. The amoWlt of foreign 
tonnage engaged in this trade increaeed only 
fourfold. It must be noted also that our steam 
tonnage largely increased in this epoeb. Thus 
we have to deal with two leading cl ..... of 
facts-first, the inc ...... of our shipping trade; 
aecond, the development of our steam ma.tine. 
In considering the nature of the growth of our 

trade and that of other countries we must take 
into account how the world has developed 
within the last tifty years. There are the 
enlarged territory and production of North 
America, the advance of South America, the 
practieal opening of Africa west and south, 
J:he growth of the A.ustralian colonies, and 
the increase in Indian produce by the COD

struction of railways. Then there are the 
opening up of the Pacific World, ilie discovery 
of gold in California and A.ustralia, the cargoes 
from the west coast of South America, Peru, 
and Chili of guano, nitre, wheat, and copper. 
If nothing else had occurred, the vast expan
sion of trade in the Pacific must have produced 
great etTects, and at least doubled the trade of 
the world. 

Fifty yea.rs ago steam played but an in
considerable part in foreigo trade. Sailing 
ships, or steamers With wooden hulls, were 
made with the. timber of the United State., 
Canada, Norway, 8Ild Russi.., and were fitted 
with the hemp of Russia and other countries. 
Our materials for ship equipment welle chiefly 
imported from abroad, and we had to pay the 
foreigner for them, while the foreigner had 
great advantages for engaging in the same 
enterprise. Now, the hulls are made of iron 
and stee1, the rigging and cabl .. a.lso, the 
engines are of metal, and a. chief working 
·material is coaL .AIl . all these articles, 60 

far as we are concerned, are of home pro
duction, we no longer have to import them, we 
110 longer have to pay a tax for acquiring them, 
and we turn to account the products of our 
own soil. The foreigner is seldom able to 

compete with us. The America.ns, who have 
the advantage of home timber, have lost ~at 
resource, and their home iron is produced 
under less fa.vo~ble circumstances. Thus, 
by the addition and application of .team in 
iron and steel vessels, the economical conditions 
of our shipping trade have been greatly altered, 
and lnasmuch as the trade of the world has 
expanded, so do we obtain not on1y our share 
of the increase of this trade, but a share en~ 
hanced by our pOBBeSBion of advantages in the 
Dew m.ode of carrying. 

It is intereeting to note that on a given date, 
the 30th of September, 1872, the total number 
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of merchant v ... els, ",il and steam, under con· sages in England in 1889 amounted t<> 
otruction in the United Kingdom was 465, 58,000,000. Sixpenny telegrams were intro. 
repreeenting 325,109 tone. At the ...me date dnced in 188S. 

in 1882 the numher had inc ..... ed to 617, ..... In England the gro... amount received an& 
presenting 87f1,769 tone, an increase largely the grOll8 amount expended in respect of the 
due to the adoption of eteel aa a material for poat;.office telegraph aervice from the date of 
ship-building. In September 1887 the num·, its transfer to the government, viz:-from 
bers had reeumed the ordinary rate of in· 1870 to Mareh 31, 1880, was £11,592,160, 
crease so· far as tonnage was concerned. It i 188. 3d.j and the gross amount expended 

. I 
stood at 394,340 tone, but the vessels numbered ,£9,920,597, Sa 7!d- In the year 1960 the 
only 249', showing their increased size. ! gross amount received was £1,469,795, 6,_ 6d.. 

Even an outline of the increase of those I The present receipts are about £2,000,000. 
material advantages which promote national 
and social progr .... not only in England but 
throughout the civilized world, wonld not be 
complete without reference to the amazing 
deVelopment of the means of transit and of 
communication; and from a table of railway 
mileage published in 1882 it would appear that 
Germany came first with 21,500 miles, fol· 
lowed byOreat Britain, 18,200; France,17,200; 

:Russia, 14,600; 4-ustria, 12,000; Italy, 6500; 

Spain, 4900; Sweden, 4600; Belgium, 2500; 
Switzerland, 1666; Holland, 1435; Denmerk, 
1160; Roumania, 920; Turkey, 870; Portugal, 
f160; and Greece, 6 mil.. In 1864 the 
lin.. of Great Britain extended to 18,864 

miles. They are now about 20,000. As for 
the receipts of Britieh railway companies, their 
total in 1869 was only £41,000,000; but it was 
£62,962,000 in 1880, £64,338,000 in 1881, and 
is now £68,000,000. The receipla from thin!. 
claes paeeeugers, which specially illustrated 
the condition of the working classes, increased 
from £7,000,000 in 1869 to £16,000,000 in 
1880. The total' .... ipts from _ngar 
troffic alone in 1864 wae £27,767,000, and the 
total traffic yielded 70i millions. 

In Great Britain there were in 1881, 26,465 

mil .. of tel~phic lines, ae compared with 
69,090 miles in Russia, 43,650 miles in France, 
31,016 in Anetrla-Huugary, and 14,265 mil .. 
in Germany-Germany coming first with the 
total length of wires, having 169,910 against 
134,466 mil .. in Russia, 126,265 in France, 
and 121,720 in EDgland. But the total num· 
ber of messages in 1881 mowed for Eugland 
29,820,446; France, 19,882,628; Germany, 
16,312,467; Austria-Hungary, 8,729,321; and 
Russi. only 7,298,422. The number of m .... 

, . . 
The computed population of England and 

Wal .. in 1871 was 22,760,359. In 1881 it ..... 
25,798,922. The in ..... e from 1340 to 1882 

had been 10,088,109. In Scotland there were 
3,666,375 persone in 1871, and' 3,695,456 in· 
1881, an increase of 1,094,764 Bince 1840. In 
Ireland in 1871 the population was 5,386,708, 

and in 1881 5,294,436, whereas in 1840 the 
population was estimated at 8,155,521, and 
increasecI in remarkably uncertain proportiou: 
till 1846, when the decrease commenced, which
haa continued chiefly through emigration in· 
fits and starts, but during the years from 1846 
to 1854 at a great rate, afterwarda in I ... pr0-

portion till 1875, when the decrease on the pre
vious year was 5350. In 1876, however, there . 
began • definite increase on the population of 
1875 of 12,124, and in the follomng year ... 
further increase of 17,288. In 1879 and 1880 
the increaae wae maintained at above 12,000 

for eech year, but fen again in 1880 to 226, 

and in 1881 had been replaced by. decrease 
of 197,000, in 1862 by further decreaee or 
32,000, in 1883 by 82,000, in 1884 by 62,700, 

and in 1885 by 44,000, the population being 
DOW under 5,000,000. The whole popuIa-. 
tion of the United Kingdom· in 1871 wae 
31,613,442, in 1881 34,929,679, and in 1885· 

36,326,000. It is now a\>put 37,000,000. 

The population in the large towns haa in· 
creased. Birmingham at the last census had 

increased from 340,000 to 400,000; Liverpool, 
from 493,000 to 552,000. Manchester had 

only slightly increased ; but Salfon! had in
creased from 124,000 to 176,000; Bristol, from 
182,000 to 208,000; Leeds, from 259,000 to 
309,000; Leiceeter, from 95,000 to 122,000; 

Nottingham, from 129,000 to 186,000; and 
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<Joventry, from 41,000 to 47,000. The ratable 
value of Birmingb&JD, Li......-pool, and other 
towns has a.lso greatly increased. 

The number of eleetors in 1880-81 W8B 

2,399,370 in England, 138,440 in Wales, 
.310,218 in Scotland, and l!29,461 in Ireland, 
making a total of 3,077,489, but the extension 
of the franebise in 1885 added considerably 
more than two milliOIlB. The assessmenta in 
1ibe metropolis and in counties, boroughs, and 
universities amounted in 1884 to £432,855,448 
for England and Wales, £54,782,336 for Soot. 
land, and £34,222,230 for Ireland, or a· total 
of £521,860,014-

There was an increase in the foreign trade, 
uport and import, of the United Kingdom, 
as shown by the entries and clearances in the 
Britieb ports, of 60 per COIlt in the ten years 
from 1870 to 1880, and the values of our trade 
greatly increased in 1881 and 1882. In 1885-87, 

though commercial depression aJl over the 
world somewhat diminished the relative values, 
the volume of our trade was maintained, and 
in 1888 to 1889 the signs of commercial revival 
were again manifest. 

The total real value of imports and exports 
from and to our colonial possessions was in 
1865, £124,387,551; in 1875, £161,074,982; in 
1881, £178,220,852; in 1882, £191,768,iH4; 
in 1883, £189,082,426; in 1884, £164,116,545; 
in 1888 it was £178,000,000, exclusive of 
bullion and specie. 

Our foreign exports and imports repre
sented in 1881, £694,105,264, which was 
nearly three millions I ... than the totals of 
1860. 

The total real values of exports and im
ports in 1880 were £697,644,031; in 1882, 
.£719,680,322; in 1883, £732,328,649; and in 
1884, £685,986,152, a decrease of 46 millions 
sa compared with 1883, but an increase of 30i 
millions upon 1S'1;; (nine years), 196 millions 
npon 1865, and 4251 millions upon 1855. In 
1885 the total was £642,371,600; in 1886 it 
had fallen to £618,530,400, but in 1887 it again 
rose to £642,990,700; in 1888 to £685,530,000, 
and in 1889 to nearly £700,000,000. 

In the forty-one years from 1840 the in
crease of the value of goods imported had 
risen in 1881, 540 per cent, the increased value 

per head of the population baing £11, '1 •• 4.d. 
as against £2, 7 .. 6fd. The value of Britieb 
produce and manufactures exported had risen 
from £51,308,740 to £234,022,678, or 388 per 
cent, and the proportion per head from £1, 
IS. lid. to £6, 14& These figures are very 
full of suggestion. They mean & vast acces
sion of comfort, a much larger supply of food, 
a remarkable improvement in the condition 
of the labouring popuiatiOD- They a.lso sug
gest that with increasing freedom of com
merce tra.de had increased, and that the na,.. 
tionalledger shows under the head of foreign 
traffic the gigantic total of more than fourteen 
thousand millions sterling for the twenty-eight 
years from 1854 to 1881 inclusive. 

One more word on this subject. Since the re
maining shilling duty and BOme other restric· 
tions were removed from foreign grain in 1870, 
the proportion of food broughtherefromabroad 
has vastly increased. In the twenty-one years 
frcm 1649 to 1869 the importations were about 
583,000,000 cwt. of wheat and wheat flour, 

110,000,000 cwt. of barley, 109,000,000 cwt. 
of-oats, 183,000,000 cwt. of maize, and a total, 
including large quantities of peas and beans, 
of 1,046,123,490 cwt. In the Iwel .. years 
from 1870 to 1882 the figures were about 
677,000,000 em. of wheat and wheat flour, 
132,500,000 cwt. of ba,rley, 143,500,000 cwt. 

of oats, 334,000,000 cwt. 9f maize, and a total 
of 1,334,701,083 cwt., a proportionate increase 
of sufficient magnitude to mark empha.tica.lly 
the date of the removal of the remaining 
restraints upon food supply. It must be re
membered, too, that the increase in national 
p .... perity has been accompanied by that 
steady and compa.tible increase of population 
which is itself sometimes a.n evidence of well

being. 
One glance may be taken at the vast extent 

and the constantly increasing commercial reJ.a... 
tiona of that colonial empire the contemplation 
of which seems to dwarf the physical and 
numerical proportions, while it enhances our 
sense of the vigour and intense vitality of the 

portion of the rea.1m in which we live. 
From the North American colonies to the 

teeming provinces of our Indian possessiODS; 
from the West India Ialands to Africa, Fiji, 
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the AustraJias, and various .. tt1ementa, the 
computation is made from year to year, and 
may he regarded as approximately accurate 
when it recounts that the British Empire, 
including the United Kingdom, consists of an 
area of 9,000,000 square miles, with a popula.. 
tiOD of 321,000,000, a revenue of £208,000,000, 
an expenditure of £189,153,411, a debt of 
£1,150,000,000; imports and exports of 
£1,012,000,000 value, and a total of ehipping, 
inwarda and outwarde, but excluding the 

coasting trade, of 57,000,000 tons, of which 
45,000,000 tons is British. 

From the seeming dry bODes of suehstatistics 
there should arise in the imagination of the 
reader a great living nation-a nation which 
has held a foremost place in the councils of 
the world, and has gone forth from the sm&il 
island which is its central home, not only con
quering and to conquer, but to increase and 
multiply and to replenish the earth. 
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It may be well to look again at some of the 
events of 1882 and at the position of Mr. Glad
stone's government at that time, in order that 
we may better estimate the gravity of the 
situation and the difficulties, some of which 
had been accumulating before the paTliament 
of 1880 came into power, with a triumphant 
majority, the members returned to the House 

of Commona being 354 LiberaJs, 237 Con-
8erv&tivea, and 61 Home Rulers. These re
spective figures subsequently underwent some 
cba.ngee, the relative condition of parti .. being 
a.ff'ected by by-elections in favour of the Con
servatives; but in 1882, though the numerical 
importance of the Liberal supporters of the 
government was not much di..m.inished, the 
burden of parliamentary duties was greatly 
increased ~y the continued obstruction and 
hoati1ity of the Irish party, and the lawl ... 
condition of some districts in Ireland. At 
the same time, the results of the Anglo
French financiaJ. control which had been 
established in Egypt by the government of 
Lord Beaconsfield, was leading to the necessity 
for 1further intervention on our part for the 
purpoae of maintaining the authority of the 
Khedive Tewfik Pasha,-who had oucceeded 
his father Iamail, after the latter had been 
compelled toabdicate by thoeefinaneia1&dvisel!l 
and controllel8. 

Both on their Irish and their Egyptian 
policy the government of Mr. 'Gladstone soon 
had to BU8tain attacks all round, and more 
than one tentative endeavour so to legislate 
for Ireland as to conciliate the Home Role 
party a.nd pacifieate the country, met with 
opposition from former friends as well as from 
foes, and waa denounced by the Tori.., by 
the remaining members of the advanced Whig 
pa.rty, by many Liberals who felt that they 
were being driven out of sympathy with the 
ministry. Even BOme Radical members could 
not believe in & policy of indulgence and con
ciliation which, as they considered, involved 
the a.bandonment of reasonable measures of 
protection against men who had. proclaimed 
untiring hostility for the purpose of wringing 
concession after coneess~on from the govern
ment, until demanda for Home Rule in the 
sense of an Irish parliament and an Irish execu
tive under its control should be accomplished. 

Among the most persistent assailants of 
the government, or rather of Mr. Gladstone, 
was Lord Randolph ChurchilL Lord Randolph. 
is second Bon of the late Duke of Marlborough 
and Lady FraneesAnne Emily, eldest daughter 
of the third Marquis of Londonderry, and he 
waa elected, 1874, to represent Woodstock, of 
which constituency his fa.ther may be said to 
have been the owner. Another candidate, 



328 ..GLADSTONE AND ms CONTEMPORARIES. 

the HoD. George Brodrick, a well-known man 
from the Liberal side, had the effrontery to 
contest the election, and Liberal notions had. 
extended so far in the borough that he scored 
404 volee against the hereditary repreeenta
tive. Judging from his subsequent perfor
mances, opposition, and the incitements of 
antagonism seem to have set free Lord Ran~ 
dolph's faculty of speech-a faculty which.he 
subsequently developed with such rapidity 
that he became one of the most accomplished 

, logomachists in the House of Oommons, with 
a brilliant vocabulary of invective and vitupe
mtive epithet which rivalled even that of the 
most prominent of the PameDiIeo. While his 
father was Lord-lieutenent of Ireland under 
the last Beaconsfield adminiatrationLord 
Randolph lived a good deal in Dublin, and 
took some part in public and official affairs. 

But on Irish, as on most other questions, 
the member :for Woodstock eeemed to be 
determined not to attach himeelf definitely to 
""y party or policy, although he affected to 
be a Tory rather than a Conservative, and 
gave some faint re:ftections ef the Tory demo
cmcy professed by Lord Beaoonsfield sixty 
yeara ago, and .hadowa of which atiI\ linger 
in the fancies of a few among those young 
men who like to be decorated at their own 
expense by dam .. of the Primrose League.l 

Threa other members took their seato along 
with Lord Randolph on the front bench helow 
the opposition gangway, from which circum
stance they were jestingly called "The Fourth 
'Pa.rty,. a name which they retained till their 
differen ... (for they, of courae, could not long 
agree) reduced them to three and then to two. 
Mr. John Eldon Gorst, Q.c., the member for 
Chatham, was the legal member of the party, 
and when the Conservatives again came into 
.office was made 8Olicitor~genem1. The HoD. 
Mr. Arthur Balfour, nephew .and assiatant 
private secretary to Lord Salisbury, was an--

_ -other, but a rather dubious member of the 
«nartette, and the otherwaa Sir Henry Drum
mond Wolff, the member for Portsmouth, 
whose former aecomplishmento in the diplo
matic service had marked him out for office 
when, thongh he had lost his seat, the Con-

1 Vol L pp. _ as&. 

servative government afterwards came in and 
sent him to Constantinople to confer with tbe 
aultan on the affairs of Egypt. Thus, as we 
ehall see, all four had work to do: Lord 
Randolph Churchill being taken up as it were 
hand over hand into the cabinet for the 
oecretaryahip of India. In 1882, however, 
this (to use a phrase of Mr. Gladstone) ap
peared to be in the dim and distant future, 
and Lord Randolph Churchill waa devoting 
himaelf chiefly to the art of assailing Mr. 

. Gladstone uot only with politieal invective 
but with anch personalities as had not often 
been heard in parliament for the previous five
and-twenty years. He had obtained the posi
tion of an unattached ally of the 'Conservative 
lead_ who, though they smiled in a dep;'" 
catory fashion, felt that a champion who never 
missed an opportunity to aeize upon <>r to 
provoke a quarrel, might be valuable and 
should not be made dangeroDB by neglect, 
although he was a continua.ieouroe of 'Vexation 
and dis_ 

'The ;term "boycotting," in Telation to & 

particular oyatem of persecution in Ireland, 
iIaa been familiar ever since the autumn .f 
1880, when Captain Boycott, agent to Lord 
Erne, near Lough Mask, on the bord ... f>f 
Galway and Mayo, endeavoured" to recover 
.... t that ...... due from some of the tenanla, 
and thereby incurred the animosity of the 
Land League. He was at once sentenced to 
'aoci&l -excommunication. His servan1B were 
commanded to \eave him; no lahourer dared 
to remain in his employment; \oeal .mop
keepera were forbidden, under threats of un
known penalties, to anpply him with ordinary 
household mqnisileo. His fields and byres 
were left untended; and he and his aistenI 
were at last almost entQeJy cut off from com

munication with the people around them. 
One or two of the servants of the family held 
out till their lives were threatened and they 
were afraid to remain any longer, hot Cap
tain Boycott would Dot yield; and his sistera, 
who were brave and determined womeu, went 
out armed and drove to distant placea to make 
n........,. purchaseo. As they were much liked 
by people in the district they hoped to be able 
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in time to live down the persecution; but the 
emissaries of the League made known that the 
life of anyone known to assist them would 
be in danger; labourers, who might have 
agreed to work for them, were !ntimidated by 
the conviction that they would be shot in the 
fields, and it was known that gangs of armed 
ruffians were reedy to break into the housee 
or cottages of any of thoee who ehowed sym
pathy with Captain Boycott's family_ 

It would have reqnired a large foroe of 
polioe permanently to protect the victim. nf 
this mode of terrorism; and the standing 
crops on the estate would have been unhar
vested but for the determination of a. number 
nf the peasant farmers of U1ster in Cavan and 
Monagha.n, who united in an expedition for 
the relief of Lough Mask Honse against the' 
agents of the Land League, who had gained 
a despotic inftuence over the peasantry of the 
district, and were loud in their denunciations 
of "the invaders," as they called the men who 
marched boldly to aid Captain BoY"l'tt in get
ting in his harvest. There were fears that 
& serions contlict might take place, and the 
government becoming alarmed a body nf 
troopa, cavalry, infantry, and artillery, num
beriag abont a thonsaud men, was despatched 
to the scene of operations to prevent disorder. 
It was, however, out of the question to keep 
a military force there for ·the protection of ODe 
fa.mily, and after the crops had been gathered 
the soldiers departed, and the country people 
of the locality were once more under the ter
rorism of midnight bands and the threats of 
IIS88BI!ination. Captain Boycott was obliged 
to leave the farm in which he had invested 
all hiscapitalj and the success of "boycotting" 
88 a means of intimidation or of punishment 
was established and continued to extend. 

It .... as even then becoming painfully evi
dent that one pi two practical issues would 
have to be chosen. Either to enact severe 
repressive laws or to yield to the demands of 
those who declared that they represeuted the 
determination of the majority of the Irish 
people to obtain a form of government which 
would be equivalent to wha.t they meant by 
Home Rule. There were two questions, 
however, whieh required to be answered 

before any steps could be ~en in that direc
tion:-Did the leaders nf the Land League, 
the members of the Irieh party in parliament, 
some of whom were maintained by subscrip
tions, the larger proportion of which came 
from the Irish in America, really represent 
the people nf Ireland I and would those who 
clamoured for Home Rule be satisfied with 
anything short of an independent government 
with an Irieh parliament in Dublin and the 
ultimate Repeal nf the Union i Agrarian 
crimes continued, and the position assumed 
by oertain leaders of the League tended to 
defeat the operation of the Land Bill They 
represented in vehement terms that by sup
porting the League, refuaing to pay rent, and 
"holdiDg the ha.rvest," tbe tenants could secure 
more than the utmoat that they would be 
likely to obtain from parliament. The more 
moderate of the Home Rulers, who were not 
unwilling to accept the provisions of the Land 
Bill, were themselves in a difficulty. A large 
proportion of the funds nf the League came, 
as we ha.ve noted, from the United States 
-from the pockets nf the Irieh Americans, 
whose leaders proclaimed their hatred to 
England, and from a distance advocated in 
ferocious language a "policy of dyuamite." 
Men like O'Donovan Rossa. preached not ouly 
sedition but mutder, and their utterances were 
echoed in some of the newspapers publiehed 
in America with the avowed object of sup
porting the demande of the League. 

An e::r.plosion on board the lJotterel, ODe of 
the ships of the British navy, in Magellan's 
Stmits on the 26th of Apri~ 1881, when 135 
of those on board perished and 12 only were 
saved, was spoken of with exultation by some 
of the cow:ardly miscreants on the other Bide 
of the Atlantic as the work of Irish-American 
dynamiters, though there was resaon to be
lieve,from the subsequent evidence on inquiry, 
that there were no grounds for such a state
ment. Attempts were afterwards made to 
blow up or damage the Liverpool Town-halJ, 
the Salford barracks, and the Mansion House 
in London, but without much mischief ensu
ing. "Infernal machines lJ were discovered 
on some of the ocean-going stea.plers, and 
arms and explosives were found at Beveral 
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places in England .and Scotland. These and 
subsequent attempts to blow up trains on the 
Metropolitan Railway, and the explosions 
which took place at the Home Office, in the 
Tower of London, and at Westminster Hall 
were ..,0. of sheer malignity, the perpetrators 
of which could have had no definite political 
motive, and were the wretched unreasoning 
tools of those who, while eafely remaining 
in America, profaned the name of Ireland. 
Happily they failed to accomplish the full 
measure of the crimes which they had insti

gated, and they also failed in the purpose 
which they appear to have contemplated: that 
of terrorizing the English people. They were 
tma.cquainted with the English chara.cterj and 
instead of producing a panic, they only suc
ceeded in causing profound and undemonstra
tive indignation, which branded them aa 
enemies of the human race. It was feared 
for a time that the operatives and labourers 
in British workshope and factoriea might 
make the mistake of resenting these atrocities 
hy boycotting their Irish fellow-workmen; 
but the public temper was Dot turned in a 
direction which would have heen so deplor
ahly unfair. 

Lord Saliebury, at the end of the year 
(1881), speaking at a banquet at Hitehin, said, 
"All these efforts that are made with various 
descriptions of refinement or brutality by 
those who affect to improve the condition 
of the Irish people have hut one object in 
view. Whether it be the murderer on the 
hillside, the utterer of eeditioue speech.., or 
the more prudent and cautious organizer of 
obetruction in parliament, they all have thie 
one object in view-to make England 80 

weary of Irish connection that Irish indepen
dence shall be conceded." 

But, as we have seen, the majority of people 
in the country did not agree with Lord 
Saliehury that the Irish Land Bill, against 
which he was speaking, was a dangerous and 
unwarrantable concession. However deeply 

they might deplore the means taken by the 
lrieh party to give emphaaie to their demands, 
there~ were comparatively few who doubted 
(Lord Saliebury himeelf wae far from doubt
ing) that Ireland had claims the juetice of 

which could not be denied Qr much longer 
withstood. The misery was that some men, 
who appeared in parliament as the chosen 
representatives of the Irish people, repeatedly 

need langueg~ which, to Irieh audiences may 
have been only designed to give fervid em
pbaais to ordinary expressions, but to other 
hearers and other readers were threats of vio

lence and personal incitements to crime. The 
peraietency with which they endeavoured to 
obetruct every attempt to carry out ueeful 
and necessary legislation, and perhaps, above 
all, their supposed association with those who 
had directed malignant efforts which might 
have destroyed a number of innocent people 
in England, alienated those who were anxioVS 
to remove every disability which in the name 
of the Unity of the Kingdom eeparsted Ireland 
from Great Britain. Irishoppoaition fruetrated 
such efforts to obliterate past injustice aswould 
secure for Ireland a measure of Home Rulf' 
which would give her representatives the 
internal government of the country an4. con
trol over all but imperial interests. 

It should be understood that what baa been 
said of the "attitude" of the Irish political 
leaders, of their parliamentary utterancee, 
and Uthe way that they have with them," 
refers chiefly to some pronounced members 
of the party. They, however, always con
tended that, whatever may have been the 
seeming result of their utterances. they have 
used their in.6uence to prevent outrage and to 
control violence; though Mr. Parnell acknow
ledged the reccgnition of boyrotting as a 
"rough remedy." 

Perhaps they considered it sufficient answer 

to the chargea brought againet them to deny 
their accuracy, and to attribute them to want 

of sympathy with Irishmen and Ireland. 
There may be something in this; and it is 
assuredly necessary to make great allowancea 
for Irish characterist.ics. Indeed we are met 
on the very threshold of the endeavour to 
explain the peculiar view which influences 
Irish allegiance by the fact that Mr. Parnell, 
the chief of the party, who, it is said, could 
control the votee of two-thirds of the Irish 
people, is only an Irishman "on one aide," is 
R landlord, a Proteatant, and baa little of the 
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fervour or ready fluency of an orator. Mr. 
John Dillon is perhaps, next,.to Mr. Pa.rnell, 
the foremost representative of Irish feeling, 
and no one listening to his measured mono
tonous &cceIlts would for the moment think. 
that such passiona.te and violent 'W07'Cl& could 
be said insuch a manner. To read his speeches 
one would fancy they were delivered with 
vehemence; but the level sad tone of voice 
suits his appearance-his tsll, thin, consump
tive-looking figure, pale face, jet-black hair, 
and large, dark, impressive eyes. «If the 
prieets do not stand by the people the Catholic 
Church is doomed," he once said, and this is 
the kind of thing he can oay; but he can be 
bitter and personal-and not only can be, 
but very often is, and seems to glory in it. 
No one, however, doubted the purity of Mr. 
Dillon's political motives, and he and Michael 
Davitt were the most inJIuential of the Pa.rnel
lite party after Mr. Parnell himself; while 
Mr. T. M. Healy (who left a situation in a 
railway office at NewcasUe to become Mr. 
Parnell's secretary, and entered Parliament in 
1880), and Mr. W. O'Brien,theeditorof llnUed 
Ireland, represented the fierce aeoailants who 
led parliamentary attacks; and Mr. Se.xton 
the more prosaic, matter·of-fact side of the 
party. 

Probably there was no Englishm&n in 
Parliament I ... ,wderetood by the Irish party 
than Mr. Forster, the eecretary for Ireland. 
His plain, straightforward, uncompromising 
honesty of purpose and devotion to duty raised 
him above fear, and he was convinced that 
nothing conld be achieved for the relief of the 
Irish people or for securing their just claime 
uutil the common la.ws of civilization were 
observed, and the security of life and property 
enforced. Mr. Forster was a man of very 
deep convictions, great intensity of character, 
and earnest SJIDr..Lthy. It was positive pain 
and grief to him to be urged to the concluaion 
that physical force must be employed to put 
an end to 'ilie anarchy and crime-which seemed 
to be increasing at the very time that efforts 
were being made to legislate in the direction 
of liberty and popular right; but even his 
attempts to mitigate the laws which were put 
in force were looked upon with more than 

suspicion, and he was constantly reviled and 
insulted. A recommendation which he gave, 
that the armed police shonld load their guns 
with buckshot in order as much as possible 
to avoid intlicting fatal injuries when obliged 
to fire, was the occasion of a perpetnalaJld bitter 
taunt. The nickname, "Buckshot Forster," 
was spoken with a ferocious accent of detesta-
tion, which was painfully absurd to everybody 
who knew the ma.u and saw what he had to 
undergo. 

"This has been to me a meet painful duty," 
he said .when he urged the passing of the 80-

called Coercion Bill "I never expected tha.t 
I shonld have to discharge it. If I had 
thought that this duty would devolve on the 
Irish eecretary I wonld never have held the 
office. If, I could have foreseen that this 
would be the result of twenty years of parli .... 
mentary life I would bave left parliament 
rather than have undertaken it. But I never 
was more clear than I am now that it is my 
duty. I never was more clear that the man 

responsible, as I am, for the administration 
of the government of Ireland ought no longer 
to have any part or share in any government 
which do .. not fulfil its first duty-the pro
tection of person and property and the secUrity 
of liberty." 

He soon ceased. to have any such share, for 
the policy with regard to Ireland was under
going a change; the leaders of the Home 
Rnle party who bad been arrested for preach
ing sedition and rebellion, were to be released 
at a time when he believed that it was more 
than ever necessary to show a firm hand, and 
with pain, both on account of the necessity 
which forced this conviction upon him and 
of his separation from the cabinet presided 
over by Mr. Gladstone, he resigued the Irish 
eecretaryship. . 

Mr. Gladstone in his speech at Leede in 
October, 1881, when speaking of the condition 
of Ireland, had said: U Amidst difficulties 
which rarely have heeu equalled, and with 
the recollection of splendid services personally 
rendered to the people of Ireland from pure, 
disinterested, individual philanthropy in the 
early daye of his youth, Mr. Forster repreeents 
in Ireland that cause which I hope will 
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;triumph. I hope it will triumph. I have 
not lost confidence in the people of Ireland" 
The reference to Mr. Forsters earlier arduous 
.endeavou,rs to assist in alleviating the con
dition of the Irieh peasantry during the 
famine was appropriate, and the declaration 
that his elforts to sustain the operation of the 
Land Act were but a continuation of the"B&Dl8 
deeire to benefit the Irieh people, was intended 
to point to the fact that Mr. Parnell and eevera! 
<>f the members of the Land League wen 
.actively endeavouring to frustrate the oper
ation of that measure and to obetruct the 
pacification of the country-that Mr. PameU, 
the man who had "made himself the head 
of the moat violent party in Ireland, and who 
.had ofl'ered the greeteat temptatioljll to the 
Iriah people, deaired to arrest the operation 
<>f the act-to stand, as Aaron stood, between 
-the living and the dead, but to stand there, 
not as Aaron stood, to &!Test but to spread 
-the plague." ltIr, Gladstone added: "If the 
law, purged from defect and from every taint 
"f injustice, is still to be repelled and refused, 
and the first conditions of political society are . 
to he set at naught, then I ssy, without hesi
tation, the resources of civilization against its 
.enemies are not yet exhausted." 

He pointed out the material progreso that 
had been made in Ireland in the past twenty 
ye.,.., and .instanced the farming class, which 
might be said almoat to coustitute the body 
<Jf the nation, understood as the term is 
understood in Ireland. Forty years before, 
the depoeits in the Irieh banks indicating the 
.amount of free savings was about fivemilliousj 
fifteen years later they had risen to some 
-eleven or twelve milliODB, and were then (at 
the end of 1881) nearly thiFty millions, an 
.enormous proportion of which was agricuJ.... 
tural ssvings. With regs.rd to moral and· 
legal progress, that also had been remarkable. 
There was still one painful and grievous 
exception to the diminution of offences against 
the law, namely, agrarian offences; but whereas 
forty and fifty years before, the whole of the 
community was adversetothe execution of law, 
and there were lOme 14,000 offenders annually 
'COJpmitted, the la.w, except as to agrarian 
offences, had come to be as well uecuted in 

Ireland as in England, and the nnm bers 
recorded in statistical comparisons of criminal 
ofl'enden had fallen from 14,000 to 3000. 
These were indications of real progress about 
which then could be no mistake. "They are 
encouragements to us to persevere and fall 
back upon that stock of .... olution and of 
patience by which it is that a nation grows 
great, and when it has grown great keeps its 
greetn .... We will not.bedauntedor be1IIed by 
difficulties; wewillepend every effort and every 
resource, against whatever opposition, in the 
accomplishment of a great and noble work." 

That work was to be carried far towards 
accomplishment by the operation of the Land 
Act. Some sections of the Land League 
itself, notably in· county Clare, had declared 
that it ought to be accepted for the purpoee 
of making an impartial trial of its provisions; 
and Mr. Issac Butt, who until his death three 
or four years hefore had been the leader of 
the Irish party in parliament, had said, 
apea.kiog of a measure that would give efl'ec. 
toal security of tenure to the Irish tenant: 
" Such a measure would obliterate the traces 
of the ascendency of conquest; it would teach 
the population of Ireland to regs.rd the institu
tions connected with landed property with a 
friendly instead of a hostile feeling. It would 
conciliate them to the law, which' they now 
regard 88 their enemy, because they know it 
ehielly as enforcing landlords' righta Take 
the great hody of the people into partnership, 
with proprietary privileges, and you do more 
to attach them to the law or the constitution 
than you oould elfect by all the political or 
religious concessions you could ~make. Other. 
questioDB engage their feelings or their pas
sions j the land question touches their very 
existence and their life." 

It was to accomplish tho eecurity of the 
tenant by securing for him proprietary privi.
leges that the Land Act had been passed, and 
yet the leaders of the Land Leagoe were 
using every effort to frustrate its operation. 

Mr. Gladstone might possibly have seleered 
from the speeches of the elder Dillon illustra
tions of the benefits to be dsri.ed from a hearty 
alliance hetween the Irish party and advanoed 
Liberals, and its andorsoment by aocepting 
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the Land Act, but he could have found no en
couragement from anythinlL ever said by the 
younger, the member for East Mayo. It 
was he who at a meeting in March (1881) 
had declared that if the Land League were 
broken up, the people wonld still be imbned 
with its principles, that the farms would lie 
.. idle and d .. olate then as they did that 
day, and that the man who took a farm from 
which an honest man had been evicted would 
be treated as before-as a traitor, a swindler, 
and & robber, with whom no honest man or 
honest man's children would speak or deal. 
He repeated, that a man who took wch a farm 
should be pointed out as & traitor, and his 
children after him cureed by his neighbours. 
There had been a considerable amount of 
cursing in Mr. Dillon's addresses. He cnreed 
Mr. Foster. He had cureed Mr. Gladstone 
at the time that, instead of listening to the 
demands of the Land League, the so-called 
"Coercion" Act was being enforced, and the 
leading members of local branches of the 
League were being arrested. He had been 80 

thoroughly aware tl.lat his speeches were il· 
legal and seditious that he defiantly challenged 
the government to arrest him.; and in the 
spring of 1881, when Mr. Parnell had declared 
that he did not belie.e it would be possible 
to crea.te a fair tribunal, and tha.t "the attempt 
at fixing a fair rent, though it offered an 
enticing prospect to the rack-rented farmers, 
would result in tiisappointment to them,» 
Mr. Dillon urged the people at a meeting near 
€lonmel to obstruct the levying of rack
rents by every device which their ingenuity 
ougge.ted, and to punish the man who aesisted 
t'he landlords to levy their rack-rent. He 
advised them to keep within the law, not 
because he respected the law, and not because 
he belie.ed that they respected it, but simply 
and solely beca~ it did not pay to allow the 
landlords to catch them outside the law. He 
therefore advised them to exercise their in~ 
genuity in sailing 88 close to the wind as they 
possibly ""uld. "If you want earnestly and 
like men to carry out the poliey of the League 
you must lesrn to know that the only way in 
which you have got to revenge yourselves or 
to protect yoursel ... against such .. Is of 

tyranny is to attack the men whom yoo have 
the power to attack; and wherever you see a 
man, no matter what his profession in life,. 
helping a landlord who does a thing like that, 
let the Land League of Tipperary follow him 
througb every turning of his life, let them, if 
they can, ruin him as he sought to ruin you. 
in your difficulties.l

' 

On the following day Mr. Dillon was 
arrested at Portarlington, and it was feared 
that the action of the gove~ment would excite
some violent demonstrations; but no organized 
disturbance took place, though there was a. 
continuance of those outrages which' were in
cited by the speeches of many of the more
violent exponents of the principles 'of the· 
League. Mr. Dillon was released three or four 
months afterwards on account of his ill-health, 
and he retired from active political life for the
remainder of the year, not, 88 Mr. Gladstone
seemed to hav~ concluded, because he was· 
reluctant to oppose the operation of the Land 
Bill, but becanse Mr. Parnell did not take up' 
a still more uncompromising attitude with 
regard to it, and preach more emphatically 
what Mr. Gladstone designated" the doCltrinea 

~ of public plunder. U 

The premier did not cbarge upon the whol .. 
Home Rule party the doctrines which he 
denounced~ since a considerable proportion of" 
the nominal Home Rulers did not hold those 

, doctrinee, though many who rejected them in 
I their inmost BoulB, refrained from appearing 
to, stand aloof because they considered that. 
extreme and extrnvagant representations were 
alone appropriate to the object of obtaining' 
"justice for Irela.nd," 

Mr. Parnell had, twelve months before, told 
, the people of Ireland that they ought to pay, 
not the rents they had covenanted to pay, hut. 
the estimate of Griffith's vaJuation. He prcr 
claimed that whereas the rental of Ireland was, 
seventeen millions of money, the landlord was 
entitled to nothing but the original value of 
the land before the spade was put into it, and 
that the rental he might justly claim was not 
Beventeen millions, but possibly about three 
millions of money. He iJ;lStructed the people
that until he gave them leave they were not 
to go into tbe court which the parliament of 
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the country bad establiebed. They were not 
to go there till he had framed certain test ..... 
for him and his brethren of the Land League 
to take into court, and these would be cases of 
renta which were fair and moderate rents; the 
court would therefore reject the applicatioD, 
and Mr. Parnell and his train wonld then 
make that rejection a reason for telling the 
100 people that they had been betrayed, that 
the court was worthless, and that the Land 
Act ought to meet with their unequivocal 
condemnation. Mr. Gladstone aptly quoted 
from the written opinions of a friend: (f What 
is amazing and discouraging is that, during 
the past eighteen months, no Irishma.n in 
Ireland has lifted up his voice to warn his 
countrymen or to condemn the rebel faction 
led by Mr. Parnell; that there h .. been no 
meeting of any importance, no movement of 
any kind, no expression of opinion in support 
of public law and public order. The upper 
classes, the landowners, are silent or are 
refugees, and their power is gone. There is 
DO middle class there, as there is in England, 
to step forward to sustain the government 
and denounce evil. A general cowardice 
seems to prevail among all classes who possess 
property, and government is expected to pre
serve peace with no moral force behind it." 

Subsequent events showed that those mem
bers of the ministry who were in accord with 
Mr. Gladetone BOught to enforce the law that 
the operation of the Land Act might not be 
frustrated. It was, they believed, necessary 
to vindicate the anthority of the government, 
that they migbt be able to proceed with 
measures intended to remove the disabilities 
of which the Irieh party complained, and by 
establishing order to secu~ for Ireland an 
improved condition of social and political life, 
to be followed by tranquillity and commercial 
prosperJ,ty. It had to be shown, however, that 
the party of violence and the political agitaters 
who endeavoured to ofrustrate such efforts 
should learn that they could not intimidate 
those whose duty it was to maintain the law. 
In September, 1881, there was a great con
vention of the Land ~guersin Dublin, where 
fpr three days delegates !rem all the branch .. 
of the League in Ireland met in the Retunda 

to discuss tbe Land Act and to decide on their 
future action. The hall was crowded with 
those who claimed to be the representatives 
of the tenant farmers of the country; and as 
the meeting was for conference there were 
men from the Protestant North, from Ulster, 
and the district where the descendanta of 
the Scottish settle ... held their farms. It was 
evident that a great majority of the priests 
had decided to support the Leagoe. A large 
number of them we~ present, and several 
spoke in terms which pledged them to the 
leaders of the movement. Perhaps they 
accepted it because they thought it a good 
alternative. There had been instances in 
which their opposition to the lawless declara
tions of those who advocated terrorism had 
resulted in their being deserted by a large 
proportion of their congregations, who showed 
their disregard of clerical injunctions by 
abandoning all restrictions and becoming 
members of the still-eJ::isting Fenian ass0cia
tion, by which the maiming of cattle, murder
ous aesaults, and assassination wererepresented 
to be justiliable demonstrations. 

There was nothing alarming in the pro
ceedings at the convention, nor in the address 
of ita chairman, Mr. Parnell; who, while 
professing that the Leegoe would make the 
best of the Land Bill, intimaled that its 
operation would be controlled by the prepa ...... 
tion of thcee test casee, the effects of which, 
as we have seen, would be to frustrate the 
beneficial working of the measure. It was 
represented that the bill itself was but a 
tentative instalment of what should be de
manded from the government, and that eo far 
!rem diminishing the work of the Leagoe it 
would make its active efforts the more neces
sary. The comparatively quiet and even 
subdued tone of the proceedings was no indi
cation of the real attitude of the Irish leaders. 
Their doctrine was not that of assisting but 
of resisting the government,; and though men 
holding the extreme views of Hr. Dillon 
dissented !rem the apperently moderate re
presentations made at the meeting, Mr. 
Parnell contrived to aBCure the support of the 
large body of the peasant laboure..., who had 
previously held aloof and followed the dele-
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gates of the Fenian couspiracy. This seemed 
to promise a. diminution al those atrocities, 
reports of which came from various parts of 
the country. Mr. Parnell had apparently 
succeeded in bringing within the controlling 
influence of the League those who had acknoww 
ledged no political remedy but continued 
outrage. He had a.nnouueed that the time 
had come for something to be done for the 
labourers, and had said that he was ready, if 
necessary, to put himself at the head of their 
movement, and to give it a definite and organ
ized form. Even in England numbers ,of 
persons thought that this might be the dawn 
of a brigbter day-that under a definite, and 
perhaps an endurable political organization, 
directed by a leader who might open the way 
for reasonable conciliation, there were hopes 
of the restoration of order and the adoption 
of such concessions as would lead to the 
pacification of the country. La.rge meetings 
of the League were held in the di .. ft'ected 
districts, many of which were attended by 
Mr. Parnell, who was then, or BOon afterwards, 
called the uncrowned King of Ireland, a phrase 
which, like much else that was striking, had 
been bolTOwed from what was said of or by 
Daniel O'Connell On his return to Dublin 
he was received with enormous enthusiasm by 
a great crowd, and was drawn in a torchlight 
procession through the streets in his carriage 
from the railway-station to the offices of the 
League, where he and Mr.-Sexton addressed 
the multitude in speeches which added to the 
popular excitement. 

It would appear tha.t the government at 
this time bad some inclina.tion to the opinion 
that Mr. Parnell might adopt a policy re
sembling that of O'Connell, and convert the 
League into an association for carrying OD 

political agitation without encouraging crime 
or actual rebelli~m. At all events there were 
symptoms of a desire to relu the sentences 
against some of the prisoners who bad been' 
arrested for seditious and criminal speeches; 
but one of them, Father Sheehy, was released 
from prison, with the result that he at once 
went about the country hanmguing the people 
in language more violent than ever, and de-. 
nouncing the ministry in unmeasured terms 

to audiences who regarded him as a martyr 
to a tyrannical alien government: a. view 
which seemed to be endorsed by Mr. Parnell, 
who went with him to Cork, where they were 
received with the SflJDe enthusiasm as had 
marked the demonstration in Dublin. 

It might have been that Mr. Parnell had 
secured less control over the followers of the 
Fenian societies aud the union of labourers 
than he had wished or expected. Events 
a.fterwa.rds showed that though.various secret 
associations maintained a connection with the 
Land League they did not abandon their own 
special organizations, nor subordinate their 
own organization to that of the larger society. 
They still held their secret meetings, obeyed 
directions from their own central authority, 
and plotted sedition and murder. It was 
asked, Would Mr. Parnell succeed in leading 
them, or would they drag him 1 W.. the 
League-not strong enough to control them; or 
did its leaders contemplate uniting the two 
bodies by partly adopting the language and 
appearing to endorse the lawless proceedings 
of.th08e who were already outside the pale of 
the la.w) and were soon likely to be regarded 
as the enemies of social order and ordinary 
humanity! 

At any rate the hopes or expectations that 
the proceedings of the convention and the 
infiuence of the leaders of the League would 
resnlt in successful efforts to prevent agrarian 
crimes, and to restore respect for the laws 
that govern civilized commun1ties, were not 
realized. Eitherthe League and itsJeaderswere 
comparatively powerless to forbid violence, or 
they sought, hy appearing to countenance the 
language and even the practical application 
of the language of "violence and crime, to 
maintain the large nominal accession to their 
ranks which had been achieved by the union 
with the extremists. Mr. Gladstonepd the 
ministry waited in vain for any appea.ranee 
of a controlling influence exercised by the 
League. The language of the leaders addressed 
to large audiences was uot always either sedi
tious or violent; but it was often doubtful, 
and was sometimes such as could not be easily 
distinguished from incitement to crime and to 
defia.nce of authority. The refusal to pay rent 
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was accompanied in varioua parts of the COUD- for being concerned in the Fenian conspiracy 
try by atrocities committed against those who of 1867, but had been liberated OD ticket of 
would not join in the manifesto against the ~ leave in 1879, when he again entered with 
landlords, or who were willing to pay the fair : intense energy and great eloquence the agif:a.. 
value of their holdiDgs. The families of thOllO 'tioD carried OD by the League. Mr. Davitt, 
who became tenants of places from which the 'however, though he had been in America, and 
former holders had been evicted were in con- perhaps in consequence of what be bad heard 
stant jeopardy: cattle were maimed and tor- and seen of the "Irish.American" party, 
tured, women and children injured, men shot spoke with emphasis against all attempts to 
from behind hedges, whole district. terrorized further the cauee of Irish patriotiem by deeda 
by night-gangs of armed ruffians, who entered of outrage and violence. On one occasion,
housee and oottagee or fired through the wiD- while reminding his hea.re1'8 that DO great 
dows upon the inmates. It bad become movement ever triumphed in Ireland or else. 
necessary that some determined and decisive where without numbers having to suffer for 

, action should be taken by the government to their devotion, he added, "but glorious indeed 
vindicate its authority, and to show that ita . will be our victory, and high in the estimation 
reluctance to resort. to strong measures was : of mankind will our grand old fatherland 
not caused by timidity, and that previous stand, if we can so curb our passions and COD.

endeavours to satisfy the just demands of the 'trol our actions in this struggle for free la.nd, 
Irish people had DOt heen extorted by the I ae to march to.sueeess through privatum and 
menaces of the League. It was no time to danger, without resorting to the wild justice 
palter. SomethiDg had to he dODe practically : of revenge, or being guilty of anything which 
to contradict the assertions of priests and I could sully the character of a brave and , 
anarchists, that the policy of intimidatioD had Christian people."l 
been success:ful. Mr. Parnen had retorted OD! Mr. Michael Davitt doubtless had inteDded 
Mr. Gladstone with denunciations which again I the Leaguet.o be an organization for agitating 

brought Mr. Dillon to his side to repel with the land question in a manner that could 
I 

scorn the declarations tha.t he had retired from . not be pronounced unlawful. Indeed he con-
the fray because he would DOt take the re- : teDded that the Fenians had held aloof from 
sponsihility of opposing the operation of the . it for the reason that it was a. CO'D.stitutionai 
La.nd Bill. The decision of the government 'organimtion, and that therefore Mr. Forster 
was prompt enougb. On the 12th of October was not justified in describing it as an un
a cabinet council was summoned. Mr. Forster lawful society holding secret meetings; but as 
went to Dublin with an order fOr the arrest Mr. Davitt's own addresses were also distiD
of Mr. Parnell, and on the following moming guisbed by utterances which the government 
(the 13th) the leader of the Land League was could DOt tolerate from a political prisoner 
teken from his hotel and lodged in Kilmam- who had been set at liberty conditionally OD 
ham jail. A few daye afterwards Mr. Sexton, his DOt repeating the offence for which he had 
Mr. O'Kelly, Mr. Dillon, and other prominent been convicted, he was arrested after deliver
members of the League were also arrested; ing a speech of considerable violence during 
Mr. Egan, the treasurer, escaping to Paris, the time of the parliamentary elections. 
and 80m» other officials .. eking eafety by keep- There had been growing miBuDd01'8taDding 
ing out of the country. and Buspicion on both aides, arising in a great 

There were already a considerable number measure from a certain incompatibility in 
of prisoners in Kilmainham, and Mr. Michael the respective national characteristics, which 
Davitt, who had been the practical founder wae emphaaized by the relative position of 
and organizer of the Leegue, had beeD arreeted English ministe1'8 and Irish lead..... The 
OD the 3d of February, brought to EnglaDd oomparatively self - rest1'8iuing and reticent 
for trial, and Bent to an English prison. He temper of the former prevented them from 

~~ already suft'ered a term of imprisonment l.d.tltlool RsuUur. 1881. 
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fairly estimating the unrestr8.ined demon
atrativeness and almost in'esptmsible ex· 
aggeration of the latter. The verbal adroit
ness which evaded logical argument, and 
the volubility which embarrassed debate, 
looked like wilful and perverse antagouiem or 
oontempt, and the impassioned harangue, 
rounded with incendlal'ymetaphorand pointed 
with aeditious suggestion, was sometimes 
interpreted as breathing enmity when it 
would only bear the construction of denuncia
tion and reproach. On the other hand, the 
Iri.;ili estimate of some of those who were 
honestly anxious to cancel past misgovern
ment:, and to secure real (C justice for Ire
land" by meaeuree which would be gradual 
but effectual in their operation, was, that every 
effort they made was not only so inadequate 
as to deserve no thanks, but so delusive as to 
merit only acorn and opprobrium. The im
possibility of the Englieh understanding the 
Irish character, and of showing sympathy for 
Irish claims and needs, was bitterly urged by 
the Home Rulers, and on the other band 
Englieh members of pa.rliament on both sid .. 
of the house as bitterly complained that their 
best intentions were constantly misrepresented 
by the leaders of the Irish party. 

There were some among the advanced 
Liberals, who were ngain accepting and even 
rejoicing in the name of Radicals, who saw 
the fallacy and injustice of both representa
tions. It may be accepted 88 a common 
human experience, that when two persons 
have reached a point of dissension where 
they are thoroughly and honestly angry' with 
each other, they are nearer to reconciliation 
than during a period of cold mistrust and 
Bullen suspicion. The heat of indignation is 
in itself expressive of a kind of sympathy, 
inasmuch as it is' opposed to indifi'erence. It 
is human, and Joll?wing the ebullition of 
feeling comea a sense of the need of forbear
ance. The endeavour to justify anger in 
some sort arouses a sense of justi~ and after 
the storm. comes a gleam of possible concilia
tion. 

It is not unreasonable to suggest that the 
outspoken wrath of the prime minister and 
other membel"B of the government, and the 

VOL. IV. 

retorte of the Irish leedsre, made an appreci
able change in the political situation, though 
it did Dot become evident until passion had 
subsided. It was as impossible to suppose 
that all the representatives of Home Rule 
were actuated by base or sinister motives, as 
to believe that English ststesmen deliberately 
set themselves to refuse to the Irish people 
those rights a.nd liberties which were claimed 
and exercised by the people of' England, 
Wales, and Sootland. Nothing could be 
plainer thlUl that ths Liber&! policy was to 
cancel as far as was possible the effects of past 
misgovernment, and to commence a new career 
-Dot merely of concili&tion, but of restora.
tionj but the manner in which it was proposed 
to effect these changee was not acceptable to 
those who doubtJess represented the desires 
of the Irish peasantry. They were too grad
ual for the impatience of leaders and people 
alike, and they never seemed to hold out the 
expectstion of achieving the results contem· 
pleted by the originators of the Land League. 
The landlord was rega.rded as the usurper 
who held po ..... ion of the soil as the repre
.. ntative of the right of conqueet, and though 
it might be shown that this view was alto
gether illusory, that it would be impossible 
to undo the events th.thed marked the his
tory .of generations, and that the present 
owners of the land were not usurpers who 
ouly oonsented to lend the land to the tenant 
on terms which were oppressive, the League 
contended that existing conditioIlB ~ad arisen 
from the ancient tyranny, and that if the 
tenant were obliged to accept the term. 
offered to him or lea.e his holding, he bed 
only the alternative of starvation upon the 
land for which he co\ud not pay the rent,' or 
of being evicted-to find himself and his 
family still starving, and hopeless of obtain
ing either food or shelter. Of COUl"Be tJ:tere is 
a vast tract of argument open before coming 
to this view. Where ~as the sympathy for 
landlords who had purchased or inherited 
eetates, and having reduced rents to the 
lowest reasonable figure, found themselves. 
without resources, and menaced by a tenantry 
who refused to pay rent at all, and met every 
just demand with threa'b!l of violence or-

811 
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with actual ontrage, not only against the 
owners but against,. anyone who ventured to 

become tenants of the holdings which had 
been neglected and half abandoned 1 The my 
of (~tenant right" h&d drowned all others. 

The rapid growth of the League, and the 
prospect of its acquiring an authority and 
influence which would paralyse the govern
ment and defeat its slower attempts to remedy 

the evils complained of by assessing the just 
claims of owners and holders, carried ita 
leaders beyond what was, perha.ps, its origi
nal intention. They began to believe that 
rebellion or threatened iosurrection was a 
short road to repudiation of all obligations 
except those which might be eatab1iehed by 
an Irish Parliament, if not absolutely inde
pendent of British aid, so constituted 8.8 not, 

to be amenable to any authority of the British 
government. 

This was the situation at the moment when 
the order was. given for the arrest of Mr. 
Parnell and his associa.tes, and, even should 
it be admittedJ-88 Sir Charles Russell after
wards said,-that the government DC Ireland 
had been conducted on the principle, not of 
considering what it waa that the Irish people 
exactly wanted, but what the government 
thought they ought to. want, - there waa 
apparently no alternative but to show that 
no part of t~e kingdom should be committed 
to anarchy by ths unch~cked aasumptions of 
the leaders of an association, the aims of 

. which were opposed to the maintenance of 
the laws. 

The blow fell unexpectedly, and the arrests 

were made almost at the moment that the 
League was displaying renewed defiance in 
the belief tbat the government waa palsied. 
On the 12th of October Mr. Gladstone waa 
attending a. meeting at the Guildhall to 
receive an address from the lord-mayor and 
corporation and the artisans of London as a 

testimonial of the respect and admiration 
with 'Which they regarded his labours in the 
service of the state. To this was added a 
request that he would sit for a. marble bust 
to be placed in the Guildhall. It waa evident 

.that at this meeting, which chiefly represented 
, the middle class of the community, the prompt 

and decisive action of the ministry and the 
arreat of the threatening Irieh .Jeaders waa 
received with favour. 

Unlike DanielO'Connell, who, when he 
was sentenced, issued a procla.mation enjoining 
the Irish people to commit no breach of the 
peace, l the imprisoned leaders of the League 
published a. manifesto calling npon Irish ten
ants to pay no rent while their representatives 
were in jail They were evidently not pre
pared for the vigour with which the govern
ment was about to act. During the trials 
in the early part of the year Mr. Justice Fiw
gerald had declared that the Land League was 
an illegal assOciatiODj but the advisers of the 
government did not seem able to come with 
certaintytothesame conclusion, and the League 
waa suffered to go on. It professed to be 
a combiliation operating by constitutional 
means, legal agitation, and passive resistance. 
The government was, therefore, reluctant to 
suppress it. A ministry which had Mr. 
Gladstone aa ita chief, and Mr. Bright, Mr. 
Chamberlaid, and other advanced Liberals, 
8B members of the cabinet, was prepared to 
allow conaiderable latitude to an association 
which fervently declared its sole aim to be to 
obtain by legal meana the recognition of the 
juet claims of the Irish people, and denied 
that it was responsible for crimes and outrages 
which were the traditional results of long 
misgovernment, and the frequency of which 
had been much exaggsrated in officW reports. 
So the League had grown with impunity, 
and had atta.ined a more powerful influence 
from the fact that it had originally been sup
ported by the Irieh clergy. Archbishop Croke 
of Cuhe! maintained it with vehement 
eloquence agsinst Archbishop Maccabe of 
Dublin, who was as vehemently opposed to 
itj and Dombe1'8 of the young priests, many 
of them doubtl ... because they belie.ed it 
was a constitutional and lawful as well as a 
national and patriotic association, joined it 
warmly, and thereby aroused the enthusiastic 
appreciation of the peasantry. 

A Ladies' Land League was formed UDder 
the presidency of Miss Anna Parnell, the 
lister of the member for Cork, aod at the 

1 See ToL lL P. lid 
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meetings of its members the language used 
was no more conciliatory thaD that of the 
male members of' the society. The Arch~ 
bishop of Dublin denounced the ladies' as
sociation in a pastoral letter; Archbishop 
Croke sprang to its defence j and then ensued 
the rather unseemly spectacle of two prelates 
hurling at each other language whieh could 
searcely he distinguished from anathema. 
The result was that Archbishop Croke became 
the representative ecclesiastic of the League, 
or, as it was then also called, the Nationalist 
party, and he made quite a triumphal pro
cession throughIreland, representing, perhaps, 
to the peasantry the sanction of the Church 
to the demonstration against the landlords. 
The language of political injunction on behalf 
of the League waa frequently to he heard 
from the pulpite of the parish chureb ... 
In one case, at ParsonstoWD, the curate, seeing 
some soldiers of the 20th present at divine 
service, took the opportunity to introduce 
this element into his address, which had the 
effect of causing the lieutenant in command to 
take up his sword and belt and march out, 
followed by his men, who promptly obeyed 
his order to leave the building, amidst a storm 
of opprobrium. 

The addreea issued by the imprisoned leaders 
was ill-judged. The government was not to 
be alarmed by denunciation. It had not sent 
the leaders of the League to Kilmainham 
to punish them, but to put a stop to then
active antagonism for a time. The League 
itself was proclaimed an illegal and criminal 
association, and ita various branches were 
suppressed throughout the eountry. It ap
peared to have collapsed, and the Land Act 
came into more active operation. For a time 
the courts were crowded with applicants 
desiring to take advantage of its provisions, 
and additional comilliasioners had to be ap
pointed to fulfil the increased duties. There 
was, however, no immediate diminution in 
the number or aggravated character of the 
offences which continued to be committed j 
and it seemed as though the more distinctly 
criminal organizations. which had become 
partially connected with the League, were 
endeavouring to incite the lawless part of the 

population to acts of increasing violence, and 
to establish a reign of terror, for even in the 
towns murderous assaults were committed by 
the emissaries of secret societies. 

We have only noted what was the course 
of evente in IreIa.nd in 1881, and it has been 
necessary to revert to this period. in order to 
ena.ble us to understand the more recent 
situation. But we may for a moment pause 
at the state of affairs in parliament during 
the aame period. Mr. Parnell and his col
leagu.. repeatedly .. ed Ia.nguage in parlia
ment during the early part of the year, which 
Wae made doubly significant by later occur
rences. It was almost impossible to resist the 
impreeaion that having to deal with a Liberal 
government, anxious to do justice and to make 
concessions, and containing that democratic 
element with which Mr. Parnell was after
wards desirous of forming an alliance, the 
Na.tionalists thought they might go so far.as 
to secure measures which the people of Ireland 
would accept, and at the. same time pre
serve towards the government' an offensive 
and ~ntagonistic attitude which would make 
such concessions appear to have been obtained 
through fear. The professed ultimate aim 
was to obtain "Home RD:lej" but the mean
ing of '''Home Rulen had not been cleady 
defined, and the ground of expIa.nation lay 
open between an extended system of local 
self-government fo~ Ireland, or such distinct 
legislation as would be equivalent to an in
dependent government and virtual repeal of 
the Union. Extremists like Mr. Dillon would 
not stop short of proclaiming their demands 
for the latter j but of Mr. Parnell and others, 
who took more statesmanlike and reasonable 
views, it was believed that they saw the 
futility of demanding more than was possible, 
whatever might be the manner of their asser
tions. A time came when it was pretty gen
erally underetood that though the leaders of 
the "National Party" professed to their fol
lowers to take each concession -only as an in
stalment towards Home Hule, they did not, 
and would not, interpret self-government to 
mean separation from England or absolute 
independenoe of the authority of the British 
government. 
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Assuredly even the most "advanced" mem~ 
bera of the cabinet were not prepared tc? COD.

tempIa.te actual severance of the government 
of the two countries. It is doubtful whether 
(apart from the Irish party), a Bingle memher 
of the house would have V()ted for U Home 
Rule" in the sense of an actual repeal of the 
U nioD and a breach of the empire. There 
had been secessions because of the alleged 
injury which the Land Bill would inJIict on 
owners of property in Ireland. The Duke of 
Argyll left the cabinet for the reason that 
ownership would, in his opinion, be in com
mission or abeyance, & condition which would 
not fail to be injnrions to the agricnltnrs! 
industry of any country, and especially of a 
country like Ireland. His place of privy-aes1 
was filled by Lord 'Carlingford, though some 
of the Radical party thought. that the vacancy 
should have been supplied by Mr. Fawcett 
or Sir Charles Dilke. 

It is worth· noticing before we leave this 
period, that early in the aession Mr. Parnell, 
speaking at Glasgow, had said that Mr. Glad
stone's attempts to protect the Irish tenants 
would fail as regarded the smaller tenants. 
Expropriation would be the better, because 
the quieker solntion of the question. Instead 
of emigra.tion from Ireland to America he 
would rather see emigration from the west to 
the east of Irebind; all the .maller bolders 
were wanted at howe, and might be there 
provided with employment. Thera was plenty 
of improvable land in ConDaught and else
where, and at the cost of five millions of 
money 100,000 families could be brought in 
for this purp.... If he had his way, and 
speaking as a practical fa.rmer, he would 
bring back to Ireland every Irish man, woma.n, 
and child who had gone to England, and 
would find employment for every one of them. 
Mr. Gladstolle might bave tbe support of the 
Irish,psople for his bill if he would oilly pro
tect the present small holden in their pro, 
perties. If he failed, the last chance he or 
any other English statesman would ever have 
would be lost. 

We have Been what interpretation was 
• afterwards put upon pro!Beting small holders. 

The language uBed by the Home Rulers before 

meetingB in England and Scotland was of a
very different character to that used to Irish 
peasants in Ireland. 

Mr. Joseph Chamberlain, in the clear and 
incisive language which characterizes his 
speeches, put the case as between the govern
ment and the Paruellites with unmistakable 
clearness at Birmingham. Mr. Parnell, he 
said, and those who followed him, had never
concealed the fact that their chief object was 
not the removal of grievances in Ireland, but 
the separation of Ire1a.nd from England. "Mr. 
Parnell, speaking in Ireland, said that he 
would Ilever have joined the :i.md League. 
he would have taken no part in the great' 
agitatiOIl which had been called into existellce 
to redeem the Irish psople from the con
sequences of centuries of wrong, if he had not
thought it would bave helped him in the 
Nationalist and Separatist movement in which 
he chiefty took an interest. How can we
estisfy these men I" asked Mr. Chamberlain. 
"Our object is not the same 88 theirs; we 
want to remove every jUllt cause of grievance.
They want to magnify grievances RDd in
tensify differences. We want to unite the 
Irish people and the English and the Scoteh 
in bands of amity. . . . What we want 
to find out is this, we want to try how we 
CAn protect the honest tenant from the un
just procedure 011 the part of a cruel and 
harsh landlord; and we want, on the other" 
hand, to do that, so that we may not at the 
same time protect the dishonest tenant in bis 
dishonesty, and belp him to take advan~ 
of this agitation to rob his creditors, refusing, 
with money in hiB pockets, to pay his land
lord, who perhaps is poorer than himself." 

The Land Bill had beell delayed, Ilot only 
by the Parnellites, but by the Tories, who 
strove by -amendments and discussions to force 
upon ~he- government provisious for the com
pensation of the landlords for what they called 
the confiscation of their property; and Mr. 
Chamberlain very much doubted (perhaps his 
doubts negatively amounted to a certainty) 
whether those amendments were suggested by 
Irish landlords who, be believed, were only 
anxious for R reasonable settlement. He was 
inclined to think that they were BUggestBd by 
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English landlords, who were afraid of moon· 
,venient precedents. 

Much interest was shown in the expressions 
of Mr. Chamberlain. He had not been very 
long in parliament, but he had made his 
mark at the very outset of his political career. 
It has ooly lately been generally known 
that Mr. 'Chamberlain is a Londoner. He 
was bom in London in 1836, and it was not 
till he was eighteen and had finished his 
education at University College School that 
his father, who had joined the firm of screw
.makers known .. N ettlefolda, at Birmingham, 
,took him into the business, which succeeded 
80 completely, that after the father'. death in 
1874 Mr. Chamberlain was able to retire from 
it and devote himself to a political career, 
'higher than that of the mayoralty of Bir
mingham, to which he was elected two years 
in succession. But Mr. Chamberlain had 
.done very earnestly whatever public duty lay 
before him, and especially in matters of 
public education. As first chairman of the 
·executive committee of the Education League, 
and in 1873 as chairman of the Birmingham 
.school Board, he had become well knoWD, so 
that when he conteeted Sheffield against Mr. 
Roebuck, though be failed, it was felt that 
he would soon be in parliament, and on Mr. 
Dixon's retirement from the representation 
of Birmingham in 1876 he was elected in that 
gentleman's place. ~ his first session, 
which he seems to have devoted to atudy~ 
iug the forms and the ma.nne1'8 and customs 
of the House, he was & BUcceas. Manner, 
method, and the telling .tyle of hiB clear and 
often trenchant speeches, gave him. at once a 
commanding position, which was. recognized 
by the otTer of a place in the government 
when the Liberals came into office in 1880, 
and Mr. Gladstone fonned a ministry in 
which Mr. Chamberlain was made Preaident 
of the Board of Trade with & .eat in the 
cabinet, an UDusual distinction for a man who 
had not previously held a minor officia1 
position. The object of the leade... of the 
Land League agitation, he said, waa to use it 
aa & basis for iIeCUring national independence. 
In such a case 88 that conciliation was at an 
end. "Unless the government and the country 

are prepared to accept the idea of the secession 
of Irela.nd from the Union and the severance 
of the two countries I think that the time had 
come when the government was. bound to 
assert its authority. . . . Are we prepared 
to consider the Union itself as a standing 
grievance 1 and are we prepared to admit that 
the question of separation is an. open one 
between us 1 For myself, I am not prepared 
to admit that it is possible, either in the 
interests of this country or the interests of 
Ireland, that there shoold be created a hostile 
power within striking distance of these shores. 
I suppose the first result would be that ind ... 
pendence would be the signal for civil war, in 
which we should be forced to take a side; but 
if this were avoided, Ireland independent must 
always be jealous and afraid of England. 
The greater power, the commercial supremacy 
of the larger country, would always· be a 
subject of anxiety and alarm. to the smaller . 
Ireland woold be crushed under the weight 
of military and na.val expenditure, which it 
would have to maintain in order to secure its 
separate exis~nce. We should find our bur.. 
dens enlarged in proportion. The two coun~ 
tries would be a standing menace the one to 

I the other. Sooner or later the condition 
would be intolerable, and we should have to 
commence the struggle anew. Ireland would 
hsve to be reconquered, Or England woold be 
ruined. I am not prepared to face these 
contingencies, and therefore I aay-Liberal 
and Radics1 as I profess myself to be-I asy 
to Ireland what the Liberalaorihe Repnblicans 
of the North aaid to iIIe Southern Ststea of 
America, 'The Union must be. preserved.' 
Within theae limits there iB nothing which 
you may not ask and hope to obtsin: equal 
laws, equal justice, equal opportunities, equal 
prosperity-the.e shall be freely aecorded to 
you. Your wishes shall be our guide, your 
prejudices shall be by us respected, your 
iuterests shall be our interests; but nature 
and your position have forged indissoluble 
links which eannot be sundered without being 
fraught with consequencesof misery and ruin to 
both countries, and which therefore we will use 
all the 'resources of the empire to keep intact." 

When parliament met in 1882 the Speaker 
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read a letter from the secretary to the viceroy 
of Ireland announcing the arrest of Mr. Par
nell and BOme of his followers, and the sub
sequent liberation of Mr. Sexton on account 
of his ill health. 

The Land Bill had been described by Mr. 
Chamberlain as· providing for an impertial 
tribunal, to which every small tenant in Ire
land could go in order to fix & fair rent be
tween bimeelf and his landlord if they should 
happen to diaagree. Yet there were already 
evidences that the bill would not be of per
manent practical avail· It had been strenu-I 
ously opposed by the Cooservatives; and 
though it bad been at first a<:cepted by tbe I 
Iriah clergy and by the great majority of the! 
Irish representatives as the basis of a satis
factory settlement, it was made comparatively 
inoperative in benefiting the people for whose 
advantage it was intended. Though the League 
was supposed to be inoperative also, and its 
leaders were i~ prison, crimes of violence were 

still resorted to, as Mr. Forster declared, for 
the purpose of punishing those who dared to 
disobey the "no-rent" manifesto of those 
leaders. Still more stringent measures would 
be needed for the suppression of criminal 
offenceo which the League, if it had not direetly 
encouraged, had certainly not made any per
sistent effort to prevent. Mr. Forster visited 
the diaturbed diatricts, and spoke frow his 
own observation and inquiries, and he had 
arrived at the conclusion that the Parnellites 
who bad been arrested should be detained in 
prison while measures were taken for more 
energetically enforcing the law. He did not 
besitate, however, to release Mr. Parnell on 
parole that he might attsnd the funeral of a 
relative who bad died in Paris, and that parole 
was bonourably observed, the leader of the 
Irish party making DO demonstration, and 
entirely refraining from making any appear

ance in public. 
In the debats on the address Mr. P. T. 

Smyth, who claimed to represent the Nation. 
alists, bad distinctly declared by a motion of 
amendment, that the only way to settle the 
lrish question was the restoration of Irish 

-iependenC8 without impairing the security 
aftb.; Il throne. This was the survival of the 
Thela. 

doctrine of O'Connell, and was, in fact, a pro
posAl for Home Rule; and it may be sugges
tive to note that Mr. Gladstone, while expres
Bing regret that 80 vague a motion should not 
have been allowed to be withdrawn instead 
of being forced to a division by Mr. Smyth7s 
eupportersonly to benegatived,--declared, that 
considering the manner in which parlianlent 
was overcharged by too great a centralization 
of duties, he, for one, would hail with satis
faction any measure of local self-government 
for Ireland, or for any portion of the country, 
provided only that it conformed to this one 
condition, that it did not break down the 
supremacy of the Imperial Parliament; but 
that the want of any definite or practical 
scheme, agreed upon by any considerable 
section of the Irish members themselves, 
added most terribly to the difficulty of any 
government desirous of settling the question. 
The separation of Irish from Imperial ques
tions so frequently demanded was rendered a 
thousand times more difficult since scarcely 
two Irish mewbe1'8 were agreed as to the 
boundary line between them. . This was, in 
effect, no more than Mr. Gladstone had &aid 
in his Midlothian addresses; but the oppoei
tion professed to regard it as an invitation to 
an inquiry into the possibility of Home Rule. 
In the ligbt of more recent events this conclu
sion does not seem to have been unfounded, 
and though, when the prime minister was 
afterwards ehalIenged to explain his meaning 

. he replied that he bad done nothing but re
peat what he had said on previous occasions 
without objection, and that he was not pre
pared to give anythiug to Ireland that he 
would not give to England and Sootland; he 
also declared that a demand from Ireland 
that purely Irish affairs should be under Irish 
control, was, in his opinion, not so dangerous 
that it should be refused consj.deration; but 
the proper way of meeting it was to require 
those who proposed it to say what provision 
they intended to make for the supremacy of 
the Imperial Parliament. 

In answer to Mr. Lowther, who aocused 
the government of making use of the Land 
League for their own purposes, Mr. Gladstone 
emphatically denied tbe RSpersion, and em-
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phasized his indignant protest by pointing 
out that the League was W full operation 
during the time of the late government, which 
had taken no effectual me&D8 of grappling 
with it j but tha.t the present government 
had arrested the leaders of the League &t the 
very first legitimate moment, namely, when, 
by denouncing the payment of rent as a ~rime 
and punishing it by outrage, they had brought 
themselves within the words of the so..ca1led 
"Coercion» Act. By the terms of that act 
the prisoners could be kept in jail till the 
following September j but it was almost cer
tain that if they were brought to trial no Irish 
jury would return a verdict, and there was 
DO disposition on the part of the majority of 
a Liberal ministry tp continue to hold them 
as hostages while severe measures of repression 
were exercised to put an end to the distur
bances which were taking place. The Land 
Leagne bad been declared unlawful, and tbe 
authority of government had been vindicated. 
There were not wanting· signs that the re-
tentioD, without trial, of the leaders of the 
movement, and probably as many as 600 or 
700 men who had been arrested for inciting 
to or committing violence· and disturba.nce, 
would not be insisted on, and that the govern. 
ment bad some further proposals to make 
towards concession which might prove to the 
Pamellites that they were not actuated by 
hostility to reasonable demands, but were 
prepared to carry out their professions of 8. 

Btrong desire to propitiate and to pacify. 
The Liberals were united, but both aid .. 

of the bou.e had begnn to percei.e that a 
decided cohesion of the Parnellites and the 
Home Rulers wbo had not been active sup
porters of the Land League would make the 
Irish vote of no little importance on 8. division, 
and might eventually give it preponderating 
induence. Whe9 tbe house met after Easter 
affairs in Ireland had become V81'Y seriOUB, 
and there were signs that the business of 
parliament would be obstructed, though-or 
rather because-one of the first proceedings 
would be to secure the adoption of new rules 
and regulations for relieving the debates from 
obstruction. Intimidation and lawless ag
greesion had continued to keep Ireland in a 

condition that seemed to demand a. resort to 
measures of great severity. Neither women 
nor children were spared by the armed ruffians 
who were terrorizing the rural districts, and 
men who were not in accordance with the 
cc nO-l'8nt" policy went armed and were at
tended by constables to protect them from 
murderous assault. 

The Conservatives, who had repeatedly de-
nounced the Land Bill and the government 
for concessions which would encourage the 
agitation of the League for the purpose of 
abolishing landlorda aDd giving the land to 
tbe pea&&Dta who tilled it, now prepared for 
an electoral campaign, and before entering 
upon it made a tentative offer to the Irish 
leaders whicb could scarcely be regarded other
wise than as an endeavour to steal a march 
upon the Liberal government and make a bid 
for tbe Irish vote. 

Mr. W H. Smith, whose 'judgment, ex
perience, and temper could be relied upon, 
brought forward proposals for the extension. 
of the provisions of the Land Act of 1870, 
the.. effect of which would have gone far to 
create & p .... nt proprietorship. Mr. Bright 
had pointed out in 1864 that what was actua.lly 
wanted was the breaking down of the laws 
of primogeniture and entail, so that in course 
of time, by a gradual and sure process, the 
Irish people might becOme the possessors of 
tbe soil of Ireland. Two y .. rs later be had 
suggested 8. parliamentary commission em
powered to buy large estates, particularly of 
English pl'Oprietors of Irish property, and to 
re-sell them in existing farms to exi!'t.ing ten
ants, to whom the money to purchase them 
should be advanced on easy terms. It will 
be ... n tbat the Land Bill was an approach 
to this scheme j but Mr. Smith's proposals 
would have gone beyond the' suggestions of 
Mr. Bright, as, if entirely carried out, it would 
have enabled tenants to become proprietors 
by means of aid from the state, which would 
have enabled them to purchase the land, while 
compensating owners by paying something like 
twenty yean! purchase of the rentals which 
they were· unable to realize under existing 
conditions. This was a remarkable proposition 
when viewed in the light of more recent 
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Conservative dec1ara.tion8, that luch a mode 
of purchase would mean saddling England 
with a responsibility which could only be 
met by increased taxation; but it should be 
mentioned that Lord Salisbury in the sub
sequent electoral campaign, while attacking 
the government for baving failed in legislating 
for Ireland, referred to Mr. W. H. Smith's 
scheme" not with words of actual approval, 
but as a proof that the Conserva.tives were 
not afraid to grasp the situation, however 
they might deplore the seri .. of events which 
bad led to such concessions as they were now 
prepared to make. But Mr. John Edward 
Redmond, the member for WexioM, who was 
one of the leade .. of the Irish Nationalists, 
also proposed a hill for cancelling the arrears 
of rents of the small farmers who were unable 
to pay'up to the date of tbe Land Act, and 
to apply the residue funde of the Irish Church 
to the payment of the remaining debt. This 
88 a definite proposition Mr. Gladstone re
ferred to with Satisfaction. It was regarded 
.. an authentic desire uf the Nationalist party 
to make the working of tbe Land Act an 
effectual aeeurlty for the peace of the country. 
The prime minister said be boped it migbt 
be regarded as a gleam of light on a horizon 

-long dark, for though he bad confidence in 
tbe etrength of the codntry to vindicate its 
rule, yet the compulsory government of any 
portion of the empire was alien to public 
opinioD, and any sign of returning peace and 
concord ahould be gladly welcomed. A 
measure was in preparation which it was 
understoOd would be in accordance with the 
principle of both tbe proposed bills; and th .. e 
dec1a.ra.tions, aa well 88 the signs of approval 
from the Irish party, gave riBe to the immedi
ate expectation of &. cha.nge in the.rela.tive atti
tude of the government and the N ationalista, 
especially as it was observed that Mr. Forster, 
who still insisted on the necessity for main
taining the Ia.w by repressive measures, was 
not in accord with other members of the 
cabinet. 

Tbe situation bad changed, and everybody 
was anxiously waiting to know what would 
be the next pl'oceeding of a government which 
.had accepted the principle of a bill propoaed 

by one of the representatives of the Irish Na
tional party; while the leaders of the recent 
movement were in Kilmainham prison as 
"suspects/, and liable to be kept under 8lTeat 
till the autumn, for having taken illegal means 
for frustrating tbe operations of a Land Bill, 
which seemed now to be a measure iuadequate 
to meet the demands of the Irish people whom 
those leaders claimed to represent. 

Mr. Sexton had asked that M ....... Parnell, 
Dillon, and other pa.rliamentary represe~ta,.. 
tives should be released on parole that they 
might be present· in the house during the 
session; but Mr. Forster was entirely opposed 
to such a step, which, he said, would only be 
preliminary to a demand for their uncon
ditional release. He would hold them under 
arrest until more stringent measures for put
ting an end to the prevailing outrages had pro
duced some result which might be accelerated 
by their influenee or by the witbdrawal uf 
their manifesto. 

It BOon became evident that this view would 
. not be adopted by his colleago .. , and there 

were rumoUl'B of discord in the cabinet, which 
were con1irmed when, on the 28th of April, 
the resignation of Lord Cowper, the Lord
lieutenant of Ireland, was announced, and 
the immediate aeceptance of the office by 
Earl Spencer showed that such II contingency 
was not altogether unexpected. Lord Cowper 
afterwardS stated that his resigna.tion was 
attributable to the necesaity for his giving 
attention to personal affairs, and not to any 
disagreement with the ministry. This ex
planation, emphatic th~ugh it was, did not 
altogether remove . the impression that he 
shared with Mr. Forster, not only surprise, but 
disapproval, when the government suddenly 
made known & determination to Bet free Mr. 
Parnell and bis colleagues, and intimated to 
the IBIIJ conspicuous prisoners that their speedy 
release from prison depended on the course 
adopted by themselves and their followers or 

sympathizers. But the release of the Par. 
nellites waa Dot decided on except on such 
grounds as the government believed justified 
them in adopting conciliatory measures. 

The opposition was active and vigilant
watching every opportunity to accuse and 
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discredit the government, and to place ~inis. 
tors in a position of di1licul~ and an alleged 
understanding or 8tTangement between the 
cabinet and the prisoners in Kilmainbam was 
made the most of, by giving it the name of 
the "Kilmainham treaty'" and assuming that 
a secret agreement or bargain had been con
cluded between the prisoners and the govern
ment, by which the former, in return for their 
partial support of measures to be proposed, 
were to be reatored to liberty with the ex
pectation of important concessions. 

When all was told, it appeared that, on the 
13th of April, Captain O'Shea, the member for 
county Clare, had wl'itten to Mr. Gladstone 
and Mr. Chamberlain' on the subject of eviction 
for arrears of rent, urging the government to 
deal with it. This letter, while containing an 
expression of the views of the writer, was 
also apologetic with regard to the length and 
the unauthorized character of the communica
tioD. Mr. Gladstone raplied, saying that he 
would communicate the contents of it to Mr. 
Forster; that no apology could be required 
either fo~ the length or freedom of the letter, 
but that both demanded his acknowledge. 
ments. "I am very sensible of the spirit in 
which you write; but I think you assume the 

-existence of a spirit on my part with which 
you can sympathize. Whether there be any 
agreement as to the means, the end in view is 
of vast moment, and, assuredly, no resent
ment; personal prejudice, or false shame, or 
other impediment extraneous to the matter 
itself. will prevent the government from 
treading in that path which may most safely 
lead to the pacification of Ireland." 

Mr. ChamberlaiD, replied to the letter 
which he had received, in much the same 
strain. n I think I may say that there ap
pears to me nothing in your proposal which 
does not deserv~ eonsideratioD. I entirely 
agree in your view that it is the duty of the 
government to lose DO opportunity of acquaint. 
ing themselves with representative opinion in 
Ireland, and for that purpose that we ought 
to welcome suggestion and criticism from 
every quarter And from all sections and classes 
of Irishmen, provided that they are animated, 
by a dnsire for good government, and not by 

a blind hatred of all government whatever. 
There is one thing must be borne in mind
that if the government and the Liberal p.,~y 
generally are bound to show greater consid~ 
eration than they have hitherto done for Irish 
opinion, on the other hand the leaders of the 
Irish party must pay some attention to public 

. opinion in England and in Scotland .... I shall 
rejoice whenever the time oomes that a more 
hopeful spirit is manifested on hoth' sides. 11 

There was nothing of the language of comM 

pact or negotiation either in. Mr. Gladstene's 
or Mr. Chamberlain's answer, but Captain 
O'Shea's letter was a privileged communica~ 
tion belonging to cabinet correspoD~ence, and 
Mr. Gladstone, while absolutely denying that 
there had. been negotatioDS in any sense such 
as that which ~he opposition imputed, refused 
to produce the letters which might have been 
evidence of the in.tentioDS of the released 
members. Mr. Parnell, volunteered to explain 
to the house what was the attitude of the 
imprisoned members. The proposal to bring 
forward aD. At"rears Bill, which might be 
acceptable, would materially alter their pro
bable relations to the government. The ex .. 
planation was oontained in a letter written 
by Mr. Parnell from Kilmainham to Captain 
O'Shea on the 28th of April. This letter was 
in the possession of Mr. Forster as Irish 
aeoretary. Mr. Parnell·read from a CQpy of 
it furnished by Captain O'Shea. It said: "I 
desire to impress upcn you the absolute 
necessity of a settlement of the a.ITe&l"8 ques~ 

tion which will enable u.s to show the smaller 
tenantry that they have been treated with 
jUBtice and some generosity ..•• The proposal 
you have described to me, as suggested in 
some quarters, of making a loan, over how-' 
ever many years the payment might be spread, 
should be absolutely rejected for reasons 
which I have alrea.d.y fully explained to you. 
If the arreare queation be settled upon the 
lines indicated by us I have every confiden~ 
-a confidenoe shared by my colleaguea-that 
the exertions which we should be able to 
make strenuously and unremittingly would 
be effective in stopping outrages and intimi
dation of all kinds. Aa ·regards permanent 
legislation of an ameliorative character, I ma.y 
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say that the views which you always shared 
with me as to the admission of leaseholders 
to the fair~reDt clauses of the act are more 
co~rmed than ever. So long as the Bower 
of the Irish p...."try are kept outside the 
act there cannot be any permanent settlement 
of the Land Act, which we all eo much desire. 
I should also strongly hope that some compro
mise might be arrived at this session, with 
regard to the amendment of the tenure clauses. 
It is unnecessary for me to dwell upon the 
enormous advantage to be derived from the 
full extension of the purchase. clauses which 
now seems practically to have been adopted 
by all parties. The accomplishment of the 
programme I have sketched out to you 
would, in my judgment, be regarded by the 
country as & practical settlement of the land 
question, and I believe that the government 
at the end of this session would, from the 
state ofthe country, feel themeelves thoroughly 
justified in dispensing with farther coercive 
measures." 

The language of conciliation is apparent 
here, and it may be mentioned. that this letter 

was written just after Mr. Parnell had re.
turned to Kilmainham prison<JD. thee.xpiration 
of his parole. It will easily be understood 
that Mr. Gladstone and Mr. Chamberlain 
would not have been justified in leaving 
unanswered a. letter addressed to them, and 
containing what may be regarded as appe.al.iDg 
references to the subject of Mr. Parnell's 
declarations; and it ca.n scarcely be said that 

their replies were too eagerly suggestive of a 
compromise when it is remembered that the 
Parnellites were in prison as suspects without 
trial, and that the serious and well·considered 
worde written by Mr. Parnell, though they 
were not in the nature of appeal or sub
mission, and did not, in fact, bear any direct 
reference to the release of the prisoners, were 
emphatically directed to that better under
standing and mutual concession which the 
avowed policy of the government was in

. tended to secure. But those who thought, 
with Mr. Forater, that there should be no 
compromise whatever with the Kilmainham 
prisoners, and that DO proposition of theirs 
.shol1ld be seriously regarded until the law 

had • been vindicated by the repression of 
outrsges, and they had been taught thst no 
·agreement would be made by which the aid 
of rebels should be sought for the purpose of 
putting an end to rebellion-people who 
took this view of the case were not satisfied. 

They persisted in regarding the rei .... of the 
prisoners as a dangerous concession. Those 
members of the opposition who were vigi
lantly waiting on events that they might see 

some opportunity of conciliating the Irish 
party with a view to the Irish vote at the 
coming general election, violently denounced 

the " Kilmainham treaty" as 8. "party move/' 
and, as it often unfortunately happens in Irish 
a1fa.irs, an error, or perhaps a well-intentioned 

omission of a. &elltence in Mr. O'Shea's copy 
of Mr. Parnell's letter, gave the opportunity 
for the repetition of this charge with quite 
exaggerated emphasis. 

Mr. FoISter, whose love of strict accuracy 
of statement was, perhaps, on this occasion 
&eoeDtuated by his strong objections to the 
course that had been taken with regard to 
the Parnellites, questioned the accuracy of the 
concludin~ part of the letter, and produced 
the original, which had been reserved on the 
ground of expediency and the ordinary uesge 
with respect to cabinet correspondence. On 
this being read by Mr. Parnell the concluding 
paragrsph was found to be: "The accomplish. 
ment of the programme I have sketehed 
would, in my judgment, be regarded by the 
country as a practical settlement of the land 
question, and 1IIOuld, I feel. ..... , enablo ... 10 
oo-opera16 cordio1.ll1 with u.. Liberal. party in 
jonDarding LiheraJ. principia; and thst the 
government at the end of the session would, 
from the &tate of the country, feel themselves 
thoroughly justified in dispensing with future 
coercive measures." 

Of course the worde which are here placed 
in italics were suggestive of 8. party support; 
but if they were intended in this sense, there 
was no evidence whatever that they were so 
accepted, and there was certainly nothing to 
show that the response made to the communi
cations from Mr. Parnell and Captain O'Sbea 
indicated a departure from the previous 
attitude avowed by the ministry contingently 
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on the Irish leaders exhibiting a desire for 
conciliation. 

The subject did Dot drop, and subse
quently Mr. <YShea explained, that after in
quiries and the collec::tion of evidence which 
impressed him with the importance of the 
arrears question and tbe weariness of the 
country, he wrote to the prime miuister 
asking permission to address him by letter on 
the subject. Shortly afterwards he saw Mr. 
Parnell, who was then on parole, and ex
pressed the hope that his reI .... would be 
permanent; when Mr. Parnell had said, 
" Never mind the suspects; try and get the 
question of the arrears satisfactorily adjusted, 
and the contributions made not a loan, but 
a gift and on compulsion. The Tories ha.ve 
now adopted my views as to a peasant pro
prietery. The great objeet to be attained is 
to stay evictioIlB by an Arrears Bill" Mr. 
Pa.rnell had expressed his conviction tha.t the 
II M.oonlighters" were BOns of small farmers 
who were threatened with eviction. Hoping 
that the government might introduce Bome 
measure dealing with the desperate condition 
of the country, Mr. <YShea asked Mr. Parnell 
to use his great personal inftuence towards the 
preservation of order in Ireland. It was after 
this interview that he wrote to "the prime 
minister and the president of the Board of 
Trade. Encouraged by their repliee he had 
had numerous COD-v:.ersatiODS with Mr. Forster, 
in which, while excluding all ideas of bargain 
or compromise, he had endeavoured to re
move prejudices and misunderstandings, and 
though in this individual ease he had not 
been successful, the result of his efforts was 
seen in the attitude of the ca.binet in relation 
to Mr. Redmond's proposed bill. He after· 
wards had several interviews with the pris
oners at Kilmainham, but the question of 
their reI.... .... not diseneeed. He had 
urged the necessity of withdrawing their 
(j No Rent" manifesto, and they had ceased to 
circulate it. but not as a. bid or bargain for 
the liberation of the imprisoned members. 

Mr. Forster WM not satisfied till, as a 
supplement to this statement, he had repeated 
the particulars of the principal conversation 
which he bed had with O'Shea, who had just 

eome from Kilmainbam and handed to him 
(Forster) Parnell'. letter, .. ying that he 
hoped. it would be a satisfactory expression 
of union with the Liberal party. Mr. 
Forster had asked him whether he thought 
that that letter eontained all tbet Mr. Par
nell would be inclined to say; and Mr. 
O'Shea had said, ""What more do you want 1 
Doubtless I could supplement;" to which 
Mr. Forster had replied: (I It comes to this, 
that upon our doing certain things he will 
help us to prevent outrages," or words to that 
effect. Mr. O'Shea again said, "How can I 
supplement it1" referring, as Mr. Forster 
imagined, to different measures. The latter 
gentleman, who did not feel justified in giving 
him an opinion which might be interpreted 
to be that of the cabinet, proposed to .how 
the letter to Mr. Gladstone and one or two 
others, when Mr. O'Shea said, "Well, there 
may be faults in expression, but the thing is 
done: if these words. will not do I must get 
others; but what is obtained is, that the 'Con
spiracy which has been used to get up boy. 
cotting and outrages will now be used to 
put them down, and there will be a union in 
the Liberal party." As an illustration of ho.w 
the first of these results was to be obtained he 
said that Parnell hoped to make -use of a 
certain person, and ge~ him back from abroad, 
as he would be able to help him, and knew 
all the details of the agitation in the west. 

This "certain person 11 was Sheridan, a 
released suspect, against whom the govern
ment had a fresh warrant, and who, under 
disgwses, had eluded the police, going back
ward and forward as an emissary of those 
whom Mr. Forster did not scruple to, call 
" outrage-mongers." 

Mr. Forster's s~tement was received with 
. no little applause by the Conservatives, though 
it would be difficult to Bee how it implicated 
the government. Mr. O'Shea protested that 
the word used by him in relation to the means 
of promoting boycotting was not "conspiracy" 
but "organization;" and perhaps this was 
the case" for undoubtedly the Parnellites re
garded. boycotting, not as a crime, but as a 
rough remedy, resembling a kind of lynch
law. Mr. Parnell agreed in the main with 
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the vel'8iOD of the Kilma.i.nham interview 

given by Mr. 0' Shea, but he denied any 
persona.l intention to intervene between land
lords and their. tenants; and he iIlterpreted 
the "orgauizatioo" to imply, in his belief, 

not that the same organization under which 
<lutrages bad been committed would be used 
to put them down, but that the persons taking 
part in "moonlight" outrages, which the 
Kilmainham prisoners strongly condemned, 
were the smaller teDaDtry who could Dot pay, 
and wished by me&ll8 of the outrages to 
iIltimidate the larger tenantry and prevent 
them from payillg their rente. ne bad aug.. 
geeted that Mr. Sheridan should be permitted 
te retum to Ireland, and that Mr. Davitt 
should be released, as he believed that they 
would use their in6uence to discourage the 
. ·commission of outrages, "'Id to iIlduce the 
tenantry to aooept a settlement for the arrears. 

It can eeareely be said that this supplementary 
explanation gave clearness to the account of 
what actually took place, nor have Mr. Par
nell's 8tatements often contributed to a clear 
·definition. They have usually borne the ap
pearance of leaving opportunities for' inter
pretation according. to contingencies, and it 
can be eaeily understood that a man ill his 
position was anxious not to commit himself 
wholly to the avowed doctrinee of Mr. Dillon 
-on the one side, nor to say what would appear 
to place him ill accordance with the govern
ment on the other. He must always be in 
an attitude which might make the appearance 
either of rebellion or loyal conciliation appear 
to be ooneistent with the profeesion of pa
triotism. 

Mr. Forster'. position was, at all events, 
consistent with his declaratione. His honeety 
of purpose was never for So moment doubtful. 
When he resigned the Irish ...... taryahip· 
and his _ ill the cabillet Mr. Gladstone, 
speaking for himself and other ministers, 

bore earnest testimony to his iIltegrity and 
worth of character, and to the regret that was 

caUied by the conclusion that he had come to 
and his consequent resignation; and the prime 
miIlister utterly declil1ed to permit the late 
aeqetary to be saddled with the responsibility 
.. f. anything which had been done by the 

government in the direction of "coercion" or 

the enforcement of the law. It was only 
when the ministry entered upon a new policy, 
and believed that, .. Mr. Parnell and his 
colleagues had profe&Jed aD. alteration in their 
views, there was no longer a sufficient reason 
for keepmg them .. prisoners suspected of 
antagonism to the endea.voU19 of the govern
ment to pacificate the OOl1l1try, that Mr. 
Forster differed from the conclusions of his 
colleagues in the cabinet. 

Mr. Forster himself, when he addreesed 
his constituents at Bradford, was as outspoken 
ill hie expressiOIlS of confidence ill Mr. Glad
stone. "There never was a time,''' he said, 
"in which this govemm.ent--and not merely 
this government, bot governments generally 

-r<qnired more etrengtb than it doee at this 
moment. You have confidence in Mr. Glad .. 
stone-not more oonfidence than I have
though with greater pain than any act I ever 
performed I had to cease to assist him ill the 
particular post which I lately occupied. • . . 
I left the government, as I say,' with the 
greatest possible pam, beceuse I could not 
believe that it was ....-ise, or, under the cir
cumstances, a right thing to rel .... the three 

members of parliameot without having reason
able belief that they would uot, or 'coold not, 
when they were released, do the' tbiI1gs for 
which we bad shut them up. . . . It ..... 
not a difference upon priociple. My colleagues 

were as determined as I am. to preserve 
order. I am &8 determined as my colleagues 
-and history will prove it-to remove every 
Irish grievance; but we oould not agree, and 
I felt that if I did not take that step which 
to me was a matter of so much pain, I should 
be ill this pceition-that I should have been 
obliged in the HOUle of Commons to vindicate 
and support that which I did not think was 
the right tbiI1g to do. I was one man agsinst 
thirteen men, many of them. better able to 
form a judgmeDt than I am, but for this one 
reasou-I had been in Ireland, and they had 
DOt; and I believe, Day, I am. sure, that if 
they bad my Irish ""perience, if they had had 
forced upon them, as I had, eftry morning 
and every hour the fearful com bat that we 
were earrying on for law and order agains& 
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terrorism, against crime, against murder, 
against intimidation, they _would not have 
thought it a safe thiug to weaken-8s I feel 
sure it would weaken, but as they fully be
lieved. it would not weaken-the power of the 
law and of the government to prevent breaches 
of the law by the step that was taken.· 

That these declarations had cousid"",ble 
weight there can be little doubt, for the 
public mind had not yet recovered from a 
terrible sllOck. The later explanations and 
discussions about the so-ca.lled Ie Kilmainham 
treaty' took plaoe towards the close of a 
debate on the motion for leave to bring in a 
bill to deal with the &ITO&l'8 of rent in Ireland; 
but unhappily only a few days had elapsed 
since-almost immediately following the :re
I .... of the three membere-a crime had been 
perpetrated in Dublin which sent a thrill of 
horror through the country, and, it may be 
said, through every civilized community. 

The assassination of Lord Frederick. Caven~ 
dish and Mr. Burke is not likely to be soon 
forgotten, and there is no need to recount at 
length the horrible details of as foul a murder 
as ever was committed. 

Lord Frederick Cavendish, second SOil of 
the Duke of Devonshire, and brother of Lord 
Hartington, succeeded Mr. Forster as chief
secretary for Ireland. On the morning of the 
6th of May he reached Dublin in company 
with Earl Spencer, the Dew viceroy, and in 
the course of the day they made an official 
entry into the city, took the oath at Dublin 
Castle, and at once commenced official duties. 
The new chief-secretary bad taken a message 
of peace to Ireland, but peace was the last 
thing that was desired by miscreants who 
represented, outrage and murder, and were 
associated with the coward party of dynamite 
in America, who committed crime by means 
of unquestioning wretches sent here 88 asaas
sins, and bound to obey, under the peli&lty of 
their own footsteps beiug dogged and their 
own lives poying the forfeit if they dared to 
revolt from the tyranny of the secret com
mittee, which regarded them only as unreason~ 
ing instruments. 

At about seven o'clock in the evening Lord 
Frederick Cavendish left the viceregal lodge 

to go to his own residence, and, meeting with 
Mr. T. H. Burke the perma.nent under-secre
tary, commenced to walk with him through 
the Phamix Park by the principal road, which 
is bordered by level sweepo of grass, shaded 
here and there by trees. It was a public> 
highway, Dum'be1'8 of persons assembled in 
the park had passed along it during the day, 
and there were still several persons at a 
distance, who 88W what they regarded as a 
casual scuftle, or rude horseplay, among BOme
of the rough fellows who had been idling 
about during the afternoon. What they 
really witnessed was the murder of the chief
secretary and his subordinate. Four men, 
who had alighted from a car at some distance 
from the spot, rushed upon the u.nfortunate 
gentlemen from behind, and it was believed 
that Lord Frederick Cavendish was the in
tended victim. He was stabbed in the throat 
and chest with a long {{ dissecting" knife, the' 
murderer reaching over his shoulder. As. 
Mr. Burke had for a long time been a per
manent official, and represented DO side in 
politics, it was supposed that he met his death 
only because he was in company with the
chief~taryJ and endeavoured to defend 
him. Neither he nor LOrd Frederick. were 
armed, and though from the number of d .... 
perate wounds inflicted on them it was evident. 
that they attempted . some resistance, they 
were taken unaware, and the fi1'9t injuries
would probably have proved fatal The hor
rible deed was perpetrated at about seven 
o'clock on a bright evening in spring, in a 
frequented highway, only a few yards from 
the Phc:enix Monument, and within sight of 
the vieeregallodge, where Lord Spencer him
self was actually watching the supposed scuffie
from one of the windows, without for a moment 
suspecting that the man from whom he had 
80 recently parted was being foully murdered_ 
Some lads on bicycles, who had ~d the 
two gentlemen shortly before, had reached 
the Phcenix. Monument, round which they 
guided their vehicles, and on turning they 
saw a car with four men in it driving rapidly 
away. P ..... ntly they reached the spot where 
the two victims lay dead, from wounds in 
several places. A maD, who was walking 
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with his dogs at some distance, had seen what 
he supposed to be a struggle in the road b ... 
tween some Dublin roughs, and, when two of 
them fell and the othe1"8 jumped into the ear 
and drove away, had either felt no surprise 
or was reluctant to interfere in a fight which 
might have involved him in trouble. When 
the alarm was given, and the bodies were 
recognized, the assassins had eeca.ped, and no 
trace of them oould be found, though it after
wards transpired that the car, being driven 
at a furious pace with four meD in it, had 
been seen by more tba.n one person, 

The feeling produoed by the crime in Eng
land was that of mingled horror and indig
nation. Had the temper of the English 
people been like that of the Irish abettors 
of crime and outrage, there might have been 
Bucb a. manifestation of public feeling 88 

would have demanded measures of retaliation 
which would have gone far to exterminate the 
murderous a.ssoc~tions by the adoption of as 
"rough remedies" as tbose-which the leaders of 
the League had held to be excusable, if not 
justifiable, for the purpose of preventing the 
pa.yment of rent. The leaders of what was 
now called the National party expressed, and 
doubtleaa felt, the utmost abhorrence of the 
crime which had been committed, and at
tributed it to the Irish-Americans. -They at 
once issued an address, which concluded with 
the worru.:-

n We feel that no act has ever been per
petrated "in our country during the exciting 
struggles for social and political rights of the 
past fifty years tha.t has so stained the name 
of hospitable Ireland &8 this cowardly and un
provoked assassination of a friendly stranger, 
aud that until the murderers of Lord Fred
erick Cavendish and Mr. Burke are brought 
to justice tha.t stain will eu1ly our country's 
name." 

Similar feelings of detestation for the crime. 
were expressed in various parts of Ireland. 
On the day after the murder a. meeting, 
chiefly compoaed of Nationalists and Land 
Leaguers, was held in Cork, where they 
passed unanimously a resolution declaring: 
II This meeting of the citizens of Cork, spon
taneously assembled, hastens to express the 

feelings of indignation and sorrow with which 
it baa learned of the murders of Lord Fred
erick Cavendish and Mr. T. H. Burke last 
night; to denounce it as a crime that calls 
to Heaven for vengeance j to repudiate its 
authors, whoever they may be, with disgust 
and abhorrence, as men with whom the Irish 
nation has no community of feeling; and to 
convey our condolence with the families of 
the murdered." The assassins, however, could 
not be found. The police were &etive and 
many arrests were made, but no evidence of 
guilt oould be brought home to tbe prisoners. 

It need acaroely be said that the effect of 
this atrocious deed. was to defer the work of 
conciliation and the settlement of the telma 
of the Arrears Bill until a measnra had also 
been considered for the prevention of crime 
in Ireland. Policy, no I ... than public feel
ing, demanded that special legialation should 
be exercised for the support of the authority 
of the government and its laws against those 
whose offences were such that people outside 
parliament were already declaring that they 
were entitled to no more consideration than 
would be shown to savage beasts, against 
which everyone was bound to protect himself. 

The news of the murder did not reach the 
public till the following day (Sunday, May 
7th), and was only known to the ;"ajorityof 
persona on the Monday. The excitement was 
in\enBO, but after the first outburst of indig
nant feeling bad subsided there was little dis
poSition to demand retaliation bv the adoption 
of oppressively severe measores. A. cabinet 
eouncil was haatily held on the Sunday. 
Immediate instructions were sent to the vice
roy, and it was resolved that the resolutions 
on parliamentary procedure, which were still 
being debsted, should be ahandoned, that bills 
might be at once introduced and pushed for
ward for extending and amending the Land 
Act and the (( Coercion» Act. It showed 
both the conscientiousness and the courage of 
Mr. Forster that he at once offered temporarily 
to resume the duties of the chief-secretaryship 
until some one else was appointed; but this 
was unnecessary, as Mr. G. O. Trevelyan, the 
secretary to the admiralty, at once accepted 
the office on its being offered to him. The 
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position of financial secretary to the treasury, 
which had· been held by l.ord Frederick 
Cavendish, was still vacant, and was confeITed 
ou Mr. Leonard H. Courtney, who had pre
viously been at the colonial office with Lord 
Kimberley. 

On the whole it was considered reasonable 
to admit the declarations of the rel .... d 
Parnellites that this murder and other violent 
outl'ao0-e8 were not to be attributed to the 
La,ud League, but had been greatly owing to 
the fact that the leaders of the League were 
in prison, and were unable to exercise a 
restraining influence on the operation of those 
secret societies which promoted crime and 
outrage for the purpose of making concili&tion 
impossible. The publiC; however, found it 
difficult to accept the etetement that the 
violent language and hostile attitude of the 
Iriah leaders had not indirectly encouraged 
crime; and remembering the la.rge proportion 
of the funds of the League which had been 
snbscribed in America, there was an apparent 
contradiction in the representation of those 
leaders that the a.ssa.ssination in the PhCl'nix 
Park was the work of Irish-Americans, who 
being bitterly oppoeed to any endeavour to 
pacify the oountry, deeired so to prejudice 
the League as to make any compromise be
tween them aud the government impossible. 

Mr. Parnell, however, following the leaders 
of the parties ill the house on the occasion of 
their expressions of BOrroW at the untimely 
death of the murdered men-spoke frankly 
and earnestly 011 behalf of his party and of 
Irishmen in general-decl.ariDg their detes. 
tation of the honible crime which had been 
eommitted in Ireland. He could not but 
acknowledge that under the circumsta.nces it 
would be impossible for the government to 
refrain from taking BOme steps to repress out
rages of such a nature; but he expressed his 
belief that this crime had been committed by 
men who absolutely detested. the cause with 
which he had been associated, and who had 
devised and carried it ont as the deadlieet 
blow at the hopee of his party and the new 
course on which the government had entered. 

The fun~ral of Lord Frederick Cavendish 
took plaee on the II th of May at Chatawo~ 

and was attended by a great procession of 
three hundred members of the House of 
Commons, the Duke of Devonshire and Mr. 
Gladstone going first. More than 30,O()() per
Bons were present. The house assembled 
at nine o'clock in the evening, and Sir Wil
liam Hatoourl, the home secretary, Moved for 
leave to bring in a bill for the prevention of 
crimes in Irehmd. The deed which had been 
perpetrated was not an isolated event, but 
was the inevitable outcome of the secret 
societies and unla.wful combinations which 
spread their influence over the country, and 
prevented the people from expressing their 
real feelings. Foremost among the evidences 
of existing terrorism was the intimidation of 
jurymen, who were prevented from doing 
their duty. Therefore the government bad 
come to the conclusion that it was necessary 
for certain classes of cases, and on certain 
occasions, to create special tribunals, and had 
determilled that these tribunals should be 
composed of the judges of the superior courts. 
Whenever the lord-lieutenant was of opinion 
that" an impartial trial could not be secured 
for cases of treason, murder, attempts to kill, 
crimes of aggravated violence, and attacks on 
dwelliDg-houses, he would be empowered to 
appoint a special. commission of three judges, 
who would sit without, juriea, and decide 
questions of law and fact; but their judg
ments must be unanimous, and there would 
be & right of appeal to the Court for Criminal 
Cases reserved. Districts where there was 
much crime and disturbance might be (( pro
claimed," and there the police would have 
power to search for arms, masks, threatening 
letters, and other instruments of crime, and 
to 8.lTeSt persona prowling about at night and 
unable to give a satisfactory account of them
selves. The Alien Act would be so revised 
as to give power to arrest strangers, and to 
remove those who might be thought dangerous 
to public safety. Incitements to crime, mem
bership of secret societies, ~va.ted assaults 
on the police or on process-servers, and in
timidation could be immediately punished on 
the authority of two stipendiary magistrates 
having summary jurisdiction. There would 
be power to seize and prohibit newspapers, 
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and to take security for an alteration in the 
manner of conducting them. The lord· 
lieutenant would have authority to deal 
specially with uolawful .... mblies. 

Assuredly the propoSed measure was a 
severe ODe, more severe than the provisioDs 
which Mr. Forster had demanded, and its 
duration was to be for three years j but it 
was felt that a crisis had arrived, and as 
Sir Stafford Northcote said, if there w .. to· 
be a departure from ordinary law it should 
be effectual for -ita purpose, and the ex
ceptional law ebould be administered with 
firmn.... Challenged by Mr. Chaplin .. to 
a previous assertion, that force was no remedy, 
Mr. Bright said that what he had always 
maintained was that force was DO remedy. 
not against force or violence, but against 
discontent in a. country arising from causes 
which were Bure to produce discontent. Be 
pointed out that the bill would not affect 
innocent peopl~, and any inconvenience it 
might occsa.ion should be cheerfully submitted 
to for the oake of restoring order. 

Mr. Parnell aud Mr. Dillon urgently op
posed the bill. The former regretted that 
the framers of the hill had not ebared the 
temper with which the Englieb people had 
received the blow dealt on the previous Satur
day. That crime gave the government 110 

warraut to place the lives and liberties of the 
Irish people at the mercy of the judgee, aud 
the m ... ure would lead to a hundredfold 
more disaster than the coercion policy which 
had alresdy failed. Mr. Dillon said it was 
true that the murder of the two men, whom. 
he would have given his own life to save, 
were the first political assassinations in our 
century, but they had occurred .t the end of 
two 'years of Mr. Forster's administration, 
and he warned the House that another two 
years' administration might be followed by a 
similar stain. The bill would exactly carry 
out the object of those who had committed 

. the murder; and if the government were 
about to fall back on the old otyle of coercive 
legislation, he saw nothing for it but to retire 
from Irish political life. 
• Perhaps the prospect of this laet reeult did 

·not aeem to the house to be a very unhappy 

one. Mr. Goochen, who said that he thought 
the house would neither be detelTed by the 
violent language of Irish members, from pur
suing thelegialation which it deemed necessary 
for the repression of crime in Ireland nor 
from persevering in its endeavours to knit 
closer the bonds between the two countries, 
referred to the assertion of Mr. Dillon and 
one or two other Irish members, that they 
washed their hande of all reoponsibility, and 
retorted, amidst much cheering, that the re
sponsibility of governing Ireland rooted with 
the executive, and Dot with members "steeped 
to the lips in treason," an expression which 
he was called upon to witbdraw, aud for 
which he eubstituted "who had signed the 
'No Rent' manifesto, and had declared tha.t 
they would not take oft' their coats for the 
J.a.nd question alone.." 

Leave to bring in the bill was voted by 
327 to 22, the minority oonsisting chiefiy of 
the extreme Home Rulers, who, however, 
were enforced by the adheeion of Mr. Cowen 
and Mr. J. C. Thompeon. The majority of 
the Irish members absented themselves from 
the division, but 27 voted with the majority, 
one of them being Major F. O'Beirne, a 
Home Ruler. 

The provisions of the bill were undoubtedly 
stringent, and there were grave doubts among 
the Liberals, both in and out of parliament, 
whether it did not carry the means of repree
sion too far. It may have heen a defect that 
Some of its cla.uses would se&rcely be likely to· 

be put into complete operation; but it ebould 
be remembered, that the coadition of the 
country and the prevalence of aggravated and 
brutal crimes as the result of eecret conspiI
aciee and seditious meetiDgs made it appear 
necessary to prepa.re for dealing with extreme 
cases. It was an evidence of the general 
deeire to recognize for Ireland the eame righte 
aud liberties which were enjoyed by the other 
portions of the U oited Kingdom, that evOll 
under these most exceptional couditions the 
suspension of trial by jury of men arrested 
on a charge of treason which migbt be founded 
on somewhat vague accusations was spoken 
of in terme of dieapproval. The appoint
ment of special commissions, too, was regarded 
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with dislike, and the Irish judges themselv .. 
objected to the duti", to wch they wo\ud 
be committed. On the whole there was an 
iDStinctive relucts.nce to make the bill opera
tive against what might be merely political 
offences, or to enact penalties against men for 
differences of opinion, instead of enforcing the 
existing laws against criminals.. But there 
was this to be coDSidered; political offences in 
Ireland had come to be coostently associated 
with crimes against soci&l order and personal 
safety. The legisJa.tion had to dcal with a 
state of things where political meetinge took 
the form. of menace a.nd intimidation. Re.
luctance to disperse a public meeting was 
attrib~ted to terror on the part of the govern
ment, and such meetings were followed by 
offences against the laWs. Too great aJacrity 
to prevent political assemblies was represented 
as tyranny, which justified reprisals against 
people who hed nothing to do with the action 
of the authorities. 

It was evident that there would be a stiff 
eontest before the bill would be passed. The 
Irish party was by no mea.ns unanimoUs j and 
though Mr. Parnell did not oppose the intro
duction of the measure, and merely deprecated 
its being pushed forward witbout full oppor
tunity for discuBBing and amending some of 
its claus ... Mr. Dillon was entirely antagon
istic to its provisions. 

Mr. Trevelyan showed his qualifications for 
the office which he hed undertsken by bring
ing forward, in a graphic and striking man
ner, facts and details which showed the neces
sity of a measure for which. he emphatically 
cla.imed that ita main principle was not to 
increase the severity of the la.w, but to make 
ita operation more certain, and to act with 
determination in suppressing secret societies. 
Mr. Gladstone, replying to objectioDS by Mr. 
Dillon and Mr. &"ton, contended that the 
bill would not put down BUch an organization 
as the Land League if the objects of that .... 
aociatioD were limited to the declarations of 
its prospectus without any other concealed 
desigus. He agreed that conciliation meant 
justice, but justice meant justice to &il, aUld 
included the use of force for the punishment 
of evil·doers. He placed his reliance for the 
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removal of discontent on the removal of the 
causes rather than on checking the expl1~ssion 
of it. The Dublin assassination was not the 
cause of the bill, which hed been contemplated 
before that dreadful occurrence made it im
possible to dclay its production. Its main 
basis was the wide-spread misery inflicted on 
ala.rge body of the people for the exercise of 
their lege! rights and the discharge of their 
lege! obligetions. As • proof of th~ existen .. , 
not only of some sympathy with the assassins, 
but of a wide-spread terrorism, he pointed to 
the fact that no information had reached the 
executive of the circumstances of the murder,. 
which must have been known to many per
sons. The bill must b. passed in its main 
lines, though the government would listen to 
objectioDS in committee. That bill and the 
Arrears Bill were parts of one and the same 
policy, and he earnestly asked the house to 
lose no time in passing it. The second read
ing of the bill was C&lried by 383 votes against 
45, the minority being composed. of Home 
Rulers and a few English Radicals. 

Before going into committee the bill met 
with strenuous condemnation from those who 
espoused the cause of the extreme Irish party; 
but Mr. Plunket, who supported it from the 
front opposition bench, declared that the pre
sent difficulty was raised by the American.
Irish; they furnished the forces with which 
the executive would h~ve to deal in the future,. 
and if the governmel':lt did not govern Ireland 
by the imperial power, it would be governed 
for them by men of -the O'Donovan Rossa 
stamp. The solicitor-general for Ireland in
aisted that the bill was solely to repress crime, 
and imposed no greater restrictions or incon
venience on well-disposed and law-abiding 
people than any good citizen would willingly 
bear for the general benefit. He believed 
that the judges would withdraw their objec
tions to the jury clauses, and the search clauses 
would briDg no innocent person into danger. 
The judicial were to be separated from the 
executive duties of the stipendiarymagistratea,. 
and those who sat and heard ..... would have 
no concern with police functions. 

The Arrears Bill had been advanced simul
taneously with the Prevention of Crimes Bill, 8. . 
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and Whitsuntide was neal'. It was necessary 
to get both measures into committee, and two 
hOllI'S after the second reading of the Arrears 
Bill the committal of the Crimes Bill was pro
ceeded with. 

For thirty-six years the house hed not sat 
on the day devoted to "the Derby "-the great 
horse-race on Epsom DOWDS; but on this oc
casion there was no adjournment, and the 
number of members assembled showed that 
the situation was grave and important. The 
proceedings of the debate were chietlyremark
able for a. speech by Mr. Dillon, in which he 
ca.me forth as an irreconcilable. Neither the 
prime-minister, nor Mr. Davitt, nor any other 
man could put down outrages in Ireland so 
long as there were evictions there. He never 
had, and Dever wpuld, denounce outrages till 
the house denounced eviction j but he liad 
honestly and earnestly endeavoured to show 
the people of Ireland that their own interests, 
their good name ·before the world, and the pro
tection of their rights and the future of th~ 
country distinctly lay in putting a stop to out
rage. He also endeavoured to point out that 
a. weapon lay to their hands which would take 
the place of outrage. One of the means he 
l'elied upon to prevent murder was open 
public combination a.nd the rough process 
they called boycotting, which he bed edvo
cated as it would be more effective tha.n 
murder and outrage. Agrarian outrages, 
which had coutinued for centw'iea, ,!ere the 
result of the people being taught that there 
was no protection for them but outrage. They 
hed been taught that if they submitted to law 
and order they would be swept away like 
:fties from the face of the country. 

Mr. Dillon did not appear to eetimate tile 
application of this assertion to the teachings 
of him and hiB coUeaguee. 

He went au to Bay that when this lesson 
had entered into the heart of the people 
coercion was powerless; the question came 
to· be, whether they should have a. qeeret 
combination to murder or an open combina.
tion to boycott. Referring to the cla.uses 
dealing with press restrictions and to quota,.. 
lions tha.t bad been made by the solicitor

. general for lreln.ud, be said that these quota-

tiona were not from Irish newspapers, but 
from the organ of O'Donovan Rossa, who had 
no in1luence in lrela.nd, and made these attacks 
because they helped his income, and it was 
only the notice he received from the' house 
tbat kept him from bankruptcy. He edded 
tha.t if the government had refused to give 
another coercion act the landlords, in view 
of the proposals mede by the opposition with 
regard to a pereonal proprietorehip, would 
ha.ve been glad to come to terms, and would 
have accepted twenty yeanl purchase for their 
estates. Now they wouhl ask twenty-six or 
twenty-seven, the tenantry would not buy, 
and the long war would go on, with occasional 
horrible outrages imd secret combinations, till 
the bill had come to a close, when the Land 
League would spring up agaic, they would 
be face to face with the same land movement, 
the landlords would not get more than ten per 
cent purchase. If they hed to pass through 
a honible period of outrage, when Ca.ptain 
Moonlight would take the place of the Land 
League in spite of coercion acts, then another 
movement would arise, based on a much more 
edvanoed platform. 

Mr. Gladstone might well call this rca heart
breaking speech." He did not expect, he 

. said, tha.t any representation wo.uld have the 
smallest effect upon Mr. Dillon's steeled feel
ingj but .there wel"e others who might have 
sympathized to a great extent with him, who 
were not prepared to go to the fearfullengthe 
he had just described. In one reepect be 
thanked him for that portion of hiB speech. 
It tended, at least, to the attainment of one 
great public object;-that was to clear the issue 
which was raised between "the gove1'1lment 
and alllaw-obeying and law-abiding men on 
the one aide, and tlle honourable member on 
the other. Deliberately, and even coldly 
and with perfect eelf-possession, he hed told 
the house that he would refuse to denounce 
outrage as long as they refused to denounce 
evictions. What were evictions 1 Eviction 
was the exel'Cise of a. legal right, it might be 
to the. prejudice of a neighbour, it might 
involve the very high~t responsibility, nay, 
even deep moral guilt. There might be out
rages for which, all thinga considered, the 
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persons might be less guilty in the sight of ' 
God. That he did not denyibut there might 
be evictions which were the last, the extreme, 
and the unavoidable remedy for the establish· 
ment of thoee legal righa. on which the ex
istence of society depended. A man who 
deliberately and ineolently denied them, a 
man who audaciously refused to fulfil his 
contract, the most equitable contract in the 
world, a contract under the judicial rents re
cently established, with money in his pockets, 
perhaps loaded with henefia. by tbe m&l1 
whom he defied, furnished a case where the 
possessor of the property, after exhausting 
every mea.ns of conciliation, was driven to 

make use of the power of the law for the 
establishment of his legal righa., and perhaps 
the support of himself and his family. By 
Mr. Dillon the landlord who exercised the 
legal right of eviction was placed on the same 
footing as the perpetrator of outl'a.go-e, and a 
distinction was drawn between one kind of 
illegality and another, boycotting being de
fended as a legitimate process. Boycotting 
was combined intimidation made use of for the 
purpose of destroying the private liberty of 
choice by fear of ruin and starvation. It was 
enforced by the murder which was not to be 
denounced. By boycotting Mr. Dillon meant 
nothing but merely ruining men who claimed 
to exercise their private judgment in a direc
tion opposite to his. If Mr. Dillon did not 
approve of violence, he must know that those 
wbo justify illegality were responsible for 
other illegality following upon it which they 
did not sanction. In fact, Mr. Dillon was 
the apostle of a creed of force and oppression 
whicb tended to the destruction of all liberty, 
and to the erection of a despotism differing 
from every other despotism.. as being more 
absolutely detached from ail law, tradition, 
and restraint. ' 

This was a clear exposition of the attitude 
assumed by the extremists. The alternative 
of such utterances as those of Mr. Dillon was 
such as no government in the world could 
contemplate: the ab&l1donment of Ireland to 
murder, ana.rchy, and bloodshed, meant the 
eventual interposition of military law and 
government by the sternest Cromwellian 

methods, far exceeding in severity anything 
that could possibly be countenanced under the 
proposed bill 

It was no wonder that the other Irish mem~ 
hera backed away from Mr. Dillon's declara
tion, that Radical members repudiated it, 
and that Liberals who had intended to pro
pose considerable modification. of the bill 
would feel bound to support it, 'as Mr. Dillon's 
speech had shown it to be 8. necessary measure. 
Mr. Parnell reserved the expression of opinipn 
till the following day, but he had evidently 
fouud that he could not support Mr. Dillon's 
declarations. He endeavoured to excuse them, 
and even went so far as partly to uphold his 
defence of boycotting, but be admitted that 
boycotting had been abused. If the arrears 
question had been settled he should have 
recommended that the agitation should be 
conducted within the laws a.pplicable to Eng
land as well as :Ireland. He claimed for the 
Irish tenant tbe same right of combination as 
was possessed by the English workman, and 
DO J;Dore, and he was willing to insert in this 
bill any special definition which was required 
by the nature of the case. ne appealed to 
the prime-minister to let the Arrears Bill be 
tried for a shQrt time, and not to press on a 
bill which would throw everything into the 
hands of the secret soCieties and serve the 
purpoees of the Phrenix Park murderers. 

If this was the case, it was pretty evident 
that tbe ex-I.and Leaguers had been playing 
off the secret societies and the Irish~Americans 
against the government, and it was now time 
to take a firm grasp of the situation. As Mr. 
Trevelyan pointed out, the bill was framed, 
not for the benefit of Englishm,eu, but to 
protect the poor Irish farmer. Under the 
existing jury system about thirty agrarian 
murders had been committed with impunity. 
His announcement that persons hitherto in 
the position of special resident magistrates 
would not be allowed to sit in court, but that 
the duty would be intrusted to magistrates 
designated by the lord~lieutenant, was received 
with cheers by the Irish members, who were 
assured that entire freedom of discussion 
would be allowed both in the press and ill 
public addresses solong as speake1'8 and wri~ 



356 GLADSTONE AND HIS CONTEMPORARIES. 

did not incite to o~trage or intimidation. 
The bill went into committee on the 25th.of 
May, and the hoUse adjourned for the Whit
BWltide recess j but it was expected that it 
would b. delayed by ev.ry act of obetruction 
which the Irish parly might be permitted to 
exercise, and ~at every opportunity would 
ba taken by the opposition to frustrate the 
Attears Act, and to disparage and .venmally 
to defeat the government policy, Which had 
been attacked by Lord Salisbury and Lord 
Carnarvon in telling speeches on the day 
before the bill was committed previous to the 
adjournment of parliament. 

These expectations were not disappointed. 
It is needless to follow the d.tails of the 
method of obstruction adopted by the Irish 
party, against whom it became necessary to 
enforce extraordinary ntles of parliamentary 

procedure, and occasionally to suspend from 
participation in the dehat.. Irish memb.rs 
whose vexatious'in"teITUptions-evidently in· 
tend.d to cause ulllleces&ary delay, and to pro
tract discussion by the interposition of irre. 
levant talk-were often expressed in language 
too violently or groBBlyabusive to be endured 
in a legilllative .... mbly. 

The government was determined to make 
the auppre89ion of boycotting an essential 
part of the bill, though efl'oria w.re made in 
comll\ittee to modify the clauses that related 
to it. Several important amendments were 
agreed to, however. One was, that the bill 
should have nn retrospective action as re

garded charges of 'b"eason; and consent was 
also given to the principle that the judges 
employed on a commission should be taken 
from a roarer settled by ballot instead of baing 
chosen by the lord·li.utenant; and also that 
their reasons for conviction should be given 
in open court. It was agreed that the treasury 
should provide for the expenses of witnesses 
and acquitted prisoners, and for the payment 
of counsel to defend prisoneI'B in destitute 
circumstances. The jurisdiction of commis
sion WRI to be limited to cases in which an 
Irish judge and jury would have jurisdiction. 
,After • long and heat.d debate, and many 

. diviRions on the clause for suppressing in~ 

timidation, the home secretary assented to a 

clause which would permit all the acta claimed 
to be justifi.bl. by workmen UIlder the Trad.s 
Union Act of 1875. The "curfew clause,'" 
authorizing the arrest of suspected persons 
who were away from their homes more than 
an hour after sunset and before sunrise was 
passed; but Mr. Gladstone consented to the 
restriction of the right of search for arms to· 

the daytime, except w~en there was reason 
to suppose that an ill.gal meeting wae baing 
held, a concession which was received by the 
Irish members with warm approval. The 
clause involving a special alien act for Ireland 
was .xtended to the whole of the United 
Kingdom j Mr. Bright observing that his op
position to the Alien Act of 1848 was because 
that act was intended to prevent the intro
duction of opinion, whereas this was directed 
against actual crime. He referred to the 
neceeaity of protecting the kingdom a,,
the contamination of American ·criminals of 
th. deepeet dy., and from the Chicago Con
vention, which he cha.ra.ctelized as a "con
vention of traitors," words which drew forth, 
a violent prot..t from Mr. Healy, wbo had 
been one of those who summoned the con
vention, was present at it, and spoke at a 
meeting in connection with it, but repudiated 
all reeponaibility for what was, don. at the 
convention itself. 

A. long· discussion, or rather a protracted 
wrangle, followed. The ordinary business of 
the house, even the vote on account for the 
civil service, was obstructed, and Mr. Sexton 
threatened to oppose it unless the government 
gave some explanation of the enforcement of 
the statute of Ed ward III., by which a num
ber of persons, including ladies, had. been im
prisoned in default of bail. Mr. Trev.lyan 
replied that there were twelve persons im
prisoned under this act for ordinary offenCf8 
to one who bad been detained for agrarian 
crime. The lord-lieutenant in releasing pris
onera had regard to the length of time sin .. 
their &lTeet Th.re had baen 940 arreau 
sinee the passing of the Protection Act, and 
of 917 casee d.tained 23 had baen ..... &l'l'8Irte. 
The number released had been 755, so that it 
was obvious that those still detained were to 
ba regarded as the worst ...... and the lord-



THE ARREARS BILL. 357 

lieutenant in ordering releases had to consider 
·the safety of the country and'lhe condition of 
the districts to which the "suspectB" belonged. 
A great ma.ny were imprisoned for intimida
,tion, which bore a. much larger proportion to 
.the agrarian crime than it had dODe five or 
.six months previously, though there were as 
many agrarian offences in one month as there 
had been in the whole year in 1872, 1873, or 
1878-1879. The Irish government were ear

.nesUy endeavouring to temper justice with 
mercy. 

The Irish members continued their tactics 
.of vexatious abstraction till the patience of 
the house and of the country was well-nigh 
exhausted; but members on both sides con· 
.tinned to sit with a determination not to 
yield to attemplll to frustrate the duti .. of 
parliament. During the ODB memorable sit
ting of thirty hours thirty-one divisions were 
taken, the minority never numbering more 
than forty ,and mostly counting only fourteen to 
twenty. Eight divisions were taken on mere 
motions for the purpose of obstruction: viz. 
to report progress, and that the chairman 
leave the chair; and this continued after a 
number of Irish members had been suspended, 
when the minority never exceeded twelve. 
It became necessary to ta.ke BOme strong 
.measUl'eSJ and a motion of urgency was carried 

by 402 against 19. The urgency rules of the 
previous year were laid on the table, and 
.another rule was added, providing that the 
"Closure" might be imposed in committee by 
.a majority of three to one. When this new 
1'\1le was read by Mr. Erskine May,Mr. Justin 
M'Carthy rose aad read a resolution, which 
ha.d been a.dopted by the Parnellite members, 
-that, ae the Irish parliamentary party ha.d 
been expelled from the house, under threat 
.of physical force, during the consideration 
of a measure affecting vitaJly the rights and 
liberties of Ireland, and as the government, 
.during the enforced a.bsence of Irish members 
from the house, pressed forward material 
,parts of the measure in committee, thus 
.depriving the representatives of the Il'ish 
people of the right to discuss and to vote upon 
coercive proposals for Ireland, they resolved 
to take no further par; in the proceedings in . 

committee on the Coercion Bill, and tIiey cas. 
upon the government the sole responsibility 
for & bill which ha.d been urged throngh the 
house by a course of violence and subterfuge, 
and which, when passed into law, would be 
devoid of moral force, and would be noconstitu
tiona! act of parliament. He and most of his 
colleagues then left the house, not without a 
good deal of cheering from the ministerial 
side, and BOme of them afterwards returned 
to watch the progress of the debate. 

Business went on with BOme expedition 
then j for under the rules no division- was to 
be taken unless twenty members rose when 
i~ supporters were ca.lled upon by the chair
man. The rema.iniog clauses were passed 
with one or two concessions, and the bill 
'paeeed the third reading. 

The Arrears Bill followed that proposed by 
Mr. &dmond in its principal featuree. It 
was limited to holdings of under £30 a year, 
Griffith's valuation, and only applied to tenants 
who. could show that their rent between 
Nov~mber 1880 and November 1881 had been 
paid. The bellefrlll ·of the bill were to be alike 
open to landlord and tellant, the principle of 
compulsory purchase or sale being thus ma.de 
equitable, and the tenant would have to give 
proof before a competent tribunal of his in
ability to pay, before bis demand upon the 
landlord or the state would be entertained, 
that tribuna! to be either the land commis
sioner's court or the county court. In cases 
where the claim was fully made out, the state· 
would pay half the arrears accruing before 
November, 1880, or ODe year's rent by a free 
gift of the amount required. When both the 
tenant and the state had paid their respective 
amounts the whole of the remaining a.rrears 
would be cancelled,' and the courts would 
register the arrangements. Tenants evicted 
up to a certain date were to have the advan
tagee of the bill, and applications to take 
advantage of its provisions were to be lodged 
by either landlord or tenant before the 30th 
of June, 1883. To carry out the scheme 
about £2,000,000 might be required, of which 
the surplus of the Irish Chureh fund would 
furnish three-fourths, and if parliament were 
afterwards applied to for a grant, half a million 
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would be given from the consolidated fund. 
Vanous amendments were made in th~ Lords 
which would have changed the character of 
the bill to the ad vantage of the landlords, but 
only those which it was declared would' give 
no undue preference were adopted on its 
return to the House of Commons. The two 
houses were again in conflict j but it was not 
a time for the Lords to exhibit uncompro
mising hostility, and though Lord Salisbury 
denounced the measure, and would have stood 
out against it in spite of the. determination of 
the government, his colleagues were so opposed 
to raising another conflict that he found him
self in a small minority, and the measure 
p .... d after Mr. Gladstone had made such 
very moderate concessions as satisfied the 
amour propr~ of the Upper House. 

The severity of the "Crimes" Bill was jUsti
fied by several murders. On the 8th of June 
Mr. Walter Bourke, and the military escort 
who accompanilKl him for bis protectiOD, were 
both shot from bshind a loopholed wall; on 
the 29th Mr. Blake, Lord Clanricarde's agent, 
and Mr. Keene, his steward, were killed in: 
the Bame manDer j on the 17th of August at 
Maamtrasna, in the Joyce country, where two 
bailiff's had been murdered early in the year, 
a -party of disguised ruffians entered the house 
of a family named Joyce, consisting of a man, 
his wife, mother, two sona, and a daughter, 
and massacred them all with the exception of 
one son, who was severely wounded. The 
murderers were seen and tracked by three 
farmers, who gave evidence which led to the 
arrest of the gang. The crime was committed 
because the J oyces were suspected of knowing 
who it was that had murdered the two bailiffs, 
whose bodies had been found in Lough Mask. 
Three of the murderers were convicted and 
executed; five others pleaded guilty and were 
condemned to death, but the death penalty 
was commuted by the lord-lieutenant; and the 
three murderers of the bailiffs were afterwards 
discovered on the evidence of an informer, 
and were tried,and two of them were sentenced 
to death. 

Comparative tranquillity continued till the 
end of November, when fresh outrages broke 
forth in Dublin. On the night of November 

25th an attack was made on several detectives 
by a. number of a.rmed men, and one of the 
detectives was killed, a.nd the next night 
a man named Field, who had been a juror 
in the trial of a man who had been executed 
for the mw-der of a policeman, was stabbed 
several times while he was standing outside 
his own house. The assassins escaped, leaving 
the man, as they believed, dead, but he even
tually recovered from his dreadful injuries. 

On the 17th of October an "Irish National 
Conference" was held at the Ancient Concert 
Rooms, Dublfu, for the purpose of uniting 
in one body all the sectione of the Irish 
party-Land Leaguers, Nationalists, and 
Home Rulers, under the title of the Irish 
National League, the objects of which Mr. 
Parnell announced were "national self-gov
ernment, land law reform., local self-govern
ment, extension of the parliamentary and 
municipal frauchises, and the development 
and encouragement of the la.bour and in
dustrial interests of Ireland:\! This new 
organization at first seemed likely to cause 
dissension among the national party, especially 
as while Mr. Parnell's views on the land 
question were the establishment of a peasant 
proprietorship, those of Mr. Davitt were in 
favour of the nationalization _ of the land. 
Mr. Dillon also differed from the leader of the 
party j but these differences were adjusted, 
or, for the time, were not allowed to interfere 
,with the new organization, which, however, 
caused a split among the National Irish in 
America. 

This review of the Irish question has 0c

cupied more space than should have been 
devoted to it had It not been that it was to 
become the" burning question" of t~e GJad
stone administration of 1886, and has con
tinued to be a potent difficulty to the present 
time. The reader of these pages should there
fore be acquainted. with such of its outlines 
as must come into the estimate of this la.tter 
period of the government of Mr. Gladstone, 
and the relation of his contemporaries to the 
.tepe that may follow towards Irish oocial 
and political progress. By the end of the 
.... ion of 1662 Mr. Gladstone and several of 
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his colleagues were almost worn out aud 
temporarily disabled by the- orduou. duties 
that they had been called upon to fulfil. 
Happily financial legislation required little 
strenuous exertion. Mr. Gladstone had intro
duced his budget, but there were no special 
features in it. A slow revenue and an in
creasing expenditure, showing an augmenta
tion of above 21 millions beyond tha.t of the 
previous year, arising from inherited war 
charges in the Transvaal and elsewhere, left 
no opportunity for changes in the incidence 
of taaation, but the aurpl .. of £350,000, small 
88 it was, made further imposts unnecessary. 
The beer duty bad produced I... than wsa 
expected, and Mr. Gladetone attributed it to 
an improvement in the habits of the people 
and an increase in the number of coff~housea. 
As further evidence of increased temperance, 
as shown by the decline of the revenue on 
drink, it was stated that the alcoholic rev
enue, which had increased from £23,000,000 
in 1867-68 to £31,000,000, in 1874-75, had 
fallen back to ns,444,ooo in 1881-82,1Uld the 
wine duti .. from £171,000 in 1874 to £136,000 
in 1881. In 1867 we raised 371 per cent of our 
revenue from alcohol; in 1874, 51 per cent; 
but in 1881 the percentage had BUnk to 46A> 
though it must be borne in mind that duties 
had been remitted from other articl .. of con
sumption which in the former years had left 
those on alcohol less proportionately conspicu~ 
ous. There ~a.d. been an increase in the 
amount received from tea. duties, but those 
on coffee had not augmented. The savings of 
the people were also evidence of greater tem~ 
peranoe and thrift. In the previous year the 
amo\1nt intrusted for investment to the govern
ment by aavings-bauko depooitoro bad been 
£3,182,000. All that the hoUBB wao &eked to 
vote was £250,000, which was to be raised by 
increasing the duty on four-wheeled carriages 
from two to three guineas, and on two-wheeled 
carriages from fifteen ebilliugs to a guinea. 

The session cannot be said to have been 
barren, in which two measures were passed 
that were of such vast importance in relation 
to the strenuous efforts which were being made 
to find a solution for the Irish question. The 

difficulty of maintaining the authority of law 
and the due order of procedure in parliament 
had been stupendous; but 8:S we have seen 
there were external troubles and anxieties in 
relation to the attitude which we had assumed 
with regard to Egyptian affaire, and th ... 
were themselves sufficient to try the strength 
of the administration. 

This attitude had been the result of the 
position that we held towards the Egyptian 
government in consequence of the intervention 
of. the cabinet of Lord Beaconsfield in 1879, 
which, in conjunction with the French gov
ernment, undertook the reoponsibility of rul
ing the internal affaire of Egypt; and this 
again was the outcome of the employment, of 
European government officials to inquire into 
and administer the financial affairs of the 
country. The actual interposition may be 
said to have begun with the mission of Mr. 
Cave, whose long and careful inquiry 2!-Dd 
report in 1876 showed that the u.unified 9 

debt of Egypt ebould be estimated at 
£91,000,000, which had been incurred in 
twelve years by a. country whose annual 
revenue during that period had not averaged 
£8,000,000. _ 

It would not be possible within the limits 
of these pages to enter into an account of 
the conditionB that led. to an English naval 
force being sent to Alexandria, the events 
which followed the suppression. of the mutin~ 
ouo rebellion raised by Arabi Pasha, and the 
occupation of Cairo and other parts of the 
country by the British troops who, under the 
command of General Sir Garnet Wolseley, 
had defeated the army of the rebelo at Tel-el
Kebir, taken the principal ringleaders pns.. 
oners, and restored the authority of the 
khedive Tewfik &ad the Egyptian govern
ment. British interposition in Egypt is an 
bistorical episode of sufficient importance to 
form a separate reeord, and the reader is 
referred to the author's complete narrative 
of the War .n Em' and Ihe Sw.daa, which 
can scarcely fail to be interesting, since it 
contains an acconnt of the earlier conditions 
that led to British intervention, and the more 
recent, and perhaps still more exciting, nana· 
bve of the extraordinary work of General 
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Gordon; the recorda of the rebellion of the 
savage .fanatic tribe. led by the Mahdi or 
false prophet, 8IId the strange wild story of 
long marches in the land of desolation, and 
of the battles by which British soldiers and 
sailors fought their way acroea the desert 
amidst a vast horde of hostile and fearless 
tribes. To follow that narrative! would re
quire more space than can be devoted to a. 
subject which is only incidentally associated 
with the story of the social and political 
progress of the period in which it occurs. 
While M., Gambetta. was in power in Fr&Dce, 
and repeatedly urged upon Lord Granvill. the 
necessity for immediate intervention to check 
the military revolt of which Arabi was the 
principal leader, there was some expectation 
of maintaining the authority of the khedive i 
but Gambetta'a ministry was d.efeated, and 
tha.t of M. de Freycinet, who succeeded him, 
Willi actuated by the old jealonay of English 
influenc.. The Fr.nch and English controllers 
at Cairo remained in accord, although it was 
disco.er.d that the French agent Barcn Ring 
had actuelly stimulated the rehellion by 
private comnronieatioDB with ita leaders, 
whom he had entertained at his house. He 
was recalled by the French government, but 
Arabi was already to a great extent master 
of the situa.tion, and the financial adminis-. 
tration and the settlement of the Egyptian 
budget were diBcussed without reference to 
the controllers, who declared that tbe measures 
proposed would, if adopted, seriously prejudice 
the interests of France a.nd England, and 
reduce the influence of their representatives . 
in the council to a minimum. M. de Blignieres, 
the French controller, resigned alter having, 
in conjunction with his English colleague 
Mr. Colvin, shown that a surplus of £600,000 
had been obtained in the put year, and that 
the proposale of the chambers would result in 
a deficit. . 

The situation was one of great di.tllculty. 
There were· complications and suspicions on 
each band. The agents of the ex-khedive 
Ismail were seeking in the disturbed state ot 

lThe War in B9YPt and tM Soudan (Thomas Al'ther: 
mnckle & Son) deRla with the whole mbJeCll of BrUIIh 
"lotion. with Egypt, from the period of the lnvaalon by 
Napoleon Bonaparte to the preaenl tlme. 

the country ... opportunity for obtaining tho 
restoration of their master. The khedive 
Tewfik, not nnsuspected of half complicity with 
the demands made by the mutinous leadera 
for the expulsion of all foreign :influence, was 
yielding to the insurgent officel'B and com .. 
promi&i~g with Ambi, who had been made 
minister of war, though he had the charge of 
rebellion hanging over him. The sultan or 
his ministers at Constantinople had begun 
to make tentative approach.. to Arabi, to 
whom the government of the Porte might 
give such encouragement as would lead to the 
obliteration of the independence of the kIiedi~ 
vate, and leave an opportunity for the inter~ 
vention of the sultan as suzerau. with claims 
thet might ~arde b. nrged to his own 
advantage. 

The impli.d pledges of the British govern
ment included the support of the government 
of the khedi.e-who bad been placed on the 
throne by BritiBh authority,-the protection of 
the European population of Egypt, especially 
in Ca.iro, Alexandria, and the trading centres, 
and the maintenance of the neutrality of the 
Suez Canal, a vastly preponderating interest 
in which belonged to England both on aecount 
of the very large number of British v .... ls 
which passed along it, and the. commercial 
importance tha.t it had attained thereby, and 
hecause it had come to be the ready highway 
to our Indian posgessions. 

.Fortunately the Earl of Dufferin, our pleni .. 
potentiary at Constantinople, was a man of 
remarkable diplomatic abilit1, and of firm, 
and yet conciliatory J temper; and the sultan 
and his ministers gained not a single point be
cause of the delay occasioned tbrough attempta 
to fraatrate European intervention by implied 
undertakings to send a Turkish force to 
maintain order in Egypt, .but without any 
guarantees for the subsequent independence 
of the khedive's government. 

It was evident to the representativefJ of the 
powel'S meeting in conference at Constanti~ 
nople that intervention WtL8 absolutely neces
sary,and it had been determined by the English 
government to intervene for the suppression 
of tbe rebellion and the restoration of the 
khedive's government. Lord Du1I"erin showed 
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great tact and courtesy when, with the repre
sentatives of the other grea.t:-powers, 'he met 
for consultation with the sultan, who talked 
of occupying Egypt with a Turkish army. 
But nobody qu'ite trusted the sultan's inten
tions; and it at length was decided, with 
the consent of all the powers, tha.t France 
and England should in the name of Europe 
ta.ke the responsibility of occupying the Suez 
CaDal with a protecting force, to pl'event 
ita being blocked or .. iJ:ed upon by the 
insurgents. This was settled j but before 
the final conference of Lord Dntferin with 

the sultan had eoneluded, troops had arrived 
in Egypt from England, and contingenta were 
being pushed forward to make reconnaissances 
of Arabi's position at Kafr-Dowar, not f8r 
from Alexandria.. 

During the delay and indecision caused by 
the difficulty of obtsining any definite con
cert with France, Mr. Gladstone and the 
members of the government were so reticent 
011 the subject of their Egyptian policy that 
the opposition asaa.iled them with repeated 
taunts and reiterated questions, but failed 
to elicit any declaration of their intentions. 
It was not till the second week in June that 
Sir Charles Dilke brought forward the first 
instalment of papers relating to events w:hich 
had happened early ill the year. Mr. Glad
stone had said that the government would 
protect Tewfik's life and position against any 
pretender; and would not acknowledge Arabi 
to be other than a rebel-not a patriotic leader, 
but a mutineer, who, with his companions, 
had endeavoured to subvert the regular gov~ 
ernment of the country for his own ends. 

The English ministry had endeavoured to 
swrt.ain three principles, which were in accor~ 
dance with making the best of the policy 
that had b.... left them by their prede
cessors. To retaid· the co-operation of France, 

and fully can·y out the system of dual con~ 
tJ.o1; to respect the cla.im.s and the position 
of the Sultan and the Porte, and at the same 
time to prevent them from acting indepen
dently in Egypt: a difficult matter, because 
the sultan, lIB chief of the Mohammedan 
religion, held an important relation to mlWy 
of the native ntlers in India, as well 88 to 

those inA1geria and in Tunis, wherethe French 
had; by their. persistent demands an!i their 
dominating temper, produced much irritation 
and resentment. At the same time it was 
necessary that we should do our best to main~ 
tain some settled and regulal' government in 

Egypt, that we might seeure our already 
preponderating interest in the highway to 
India, and also guard against the ~p08ition 
on the country of an international control, 
which would inevitably lead to European 
discord and confusion. 

The wbole responsibility fell upon Eng
land, partly because of the suspicion. in 
France that the hand of Prince Bismarck. 
was to be seen in tbe proposed conference of 

the great powers. The French people began 
to think that if their government should 

be drawn ints> an active participation. in the 
Egyptian enterprise, it would give Bisma.rck 
an opportunity for attacking them. The, de 
Jreycinet cabinet was already tottering, and 
the result of this feeling WSB that. the French 
squadron was withdrawn from Alexandria to 
Port Said, There was still one move left. 
:M. de Freycinet assumed that the protection 
of tbe Suez Canal was a. question quite apart 
from intervention in Egypt, and tbe English 

government loyally Bupported him in inform
ing the conference that· France and England 
were ready to take the responsibility of pro
tection, and in invitiog the ~ther powers to 
join. them. It was believed that Bismarck, 
not desiring to put an end to so weak a 
ministry as that of de FreyciuetJ and yet 
unwilling to give France the position of a 
protector of tbe canal, tbought he could 
improve the situation by inducing Turkey· t('l 

send troops under the restrictions named b~ 
the powers, but he was too late. We had 
been left to bear the brunt, and our govern
ment bad. accepted tbe position, and demanded 
that before Turkish troops could be landed 
the Porte should con elude a regular military 
convention. If we were to stand alone our 
claims must be recognized by the other powers 
. who bad promised their support and acquies~ 
cence. ·This caused Bismarck to diplomatize 
by inducing Italy to prop .. e what he had 
been instrumental in preventing, namely a 
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joint European protection of the canal by 
France and England; but the other powers did 
DOt give the requisite mandate, and this led to 

the reversal o! the vote of credit to the French 
government and the resignation of the de 
FJ.·eycinet cabinet, a result which practically 
put an end to the immediate counection of 
France with Egyptian affairs and with the 
subsequent campaign. Whether Prince Bis
marck had calculated on the prompt action 
of England cannot be easily decided, but at 
all events our government took the matter 
into the4- own hands. A vote of credit had 
paeeed parliament, and with the calling out 
of the reserves and the preparation for 
deepatching a conoiderable force to Egypt, 
we commenced that campaign which, if 
Mr. Gladstone's government had DOt been 
drawn into further intervention ip the Western 
Soudan, and &. consequent participation in 
the error of eending General Gordon to 
Khart1lm, would, perhaps, have concluded 
without affording grounds for the reproaches 
which were heaped upon them by opponents, 
who, having no definite policy of their own, 
were ready to seize with avidity upon every 
eXTOr, even though it may have been the 
reeult of yielding to the demands which they 
were themselves instrumental in urging upon 
the ministry. 

At any rate, when once the government 
had determined to grasp the situation, little_ 
time was lost; and with the amval of troops 
at Alexandria the situation rapidly changed. 
A telegraph cable was laid from Alexandria 
to Port Said; Sir Garnet Wolseley amved in 
chief command; troopships sailed to Aboukir, 
aud, while the Egyptians wondered what was 
going to be done, sailed eastward and occupied 
;Port Said. The campaign was rapid, the 
engagementB sudden and successful; and 
Arabi and his rebel army were driven from 
all their poeitions further and further toward 
Cairo, until they occupied a strongly intrenched 
aud fortified camp at Tel.e1.Kebirt where, 
after a BWift and brilliant .... ult by the 
British forces, they were utterly defeated and 
the whole army routed. This was on the 
night of September IS and morning of 
September 13. The British loss.s were 54 

killed, of whom 11 were officers j and 342, 
including 22 officers, wounded. The Egyptian 
losaW8S about 1000 men,8nd aOOOsulTendered, 
while 15,000 threw away their arms aDd dis
persed over the country. In the course of the 
day our Indian contingent had occupied ~O'&
zig; and the cavalry and mounted infantry, 
by a forced march of 39 miles onder a 
blazing sun, reached Cairo OD the evening 
of September 14, where Arabi was captured, 
and the city was preserved from disturbance 
aDd perhaps from destruction. 

The trial of Arabi, in accordance with 
British principles of justice,-his gratitude for 
the care which our representatives took that 
he and his colleaguee Bhonld not be left to the 
uncertain jurisdiction. of an Egyptian. court 
uninfluenced by British procedure,-the depor
tation of the group of leaders to Ceylon,-the 
tria.ls and sentences of numbers of inferior 
prisoners,-the visitation and reform of the 
prisons where convicts were con6ned,-the 
active and noble devotion to duty displayed 
by the British civil and military officers, and 
the men under their command, during the 
subsequent outbreak of cholera, which pre
vented the removal of our troops from Cairo 
and other centres in 1883,-the formation. 
of a. body of police fLDd gendanperie under 
Colonel Valentine Baker, aDd of an Egyptian 
army under the command of General Evelyn 
W ood,-and the long and arduous efforts by 
V?bich Lord Dufferin, and those who worked 
with him, gave to Egypt a system by which 
every department of the government could 
be brought under better and harmonious 
regulations, form the chief story of the year 
1883; but the interesting narrative can only 
be thus briefly referred to.in these pages. As 
Mr. Gladstone was able to say, in his retro
spective address to the electors of Midlothian 
two years afterwards, when he referred to the 
policy, which had been inherited by his gov. 
ernment, and the results which had been 
attained:-

U The policy of 8. foreign intervention. in 
Egyptian affairs, of which I have not eeaeed 
since 1876 in parliament and in. the press to 
point out the certain dangers, haa produced 
its natural results, which the late admini. 
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tratiOD. (hie own) strove anxiously and inces
BaIltly, yet in vain, to aftrt.. The chief 
sources of comfort on reviewing a series of 
tTansactions generally painful are, that we 
have respected, to the utmost of our power, 

internationa.l laws and arrangements; have 
used every administrative effort to support 

our gallant forces in maintaining the honour 
of the British arms i have, beyond all doubt, 
introduced most valuable improvement&, too 

sorely needed, into Egyptian ~aw and govern
ment; and, finally, have indicated- provisions 
on a reasonable basis for the future govern
ment of Egypt and the exercise of ite legal 
autonomy without foreign intervention. I 
affirm that every step which we took in Egypt 
down to the time of the operations against 
Arabi Pasha in 1882 was the direct conse

quence of the agreement with France for 
reciprocal support, and for the maintenance 
of a. native government, which had been 
concluded in 1879 before our accession to 
office. The French chamber, in the exercise 
of ita nndoubted right, rejected in 1882 the 
proposal of ita ministry to teke part in militery 
measures.' SOlTOwfuUy, but without doubt, 
though I felt Ieee than many of my country
men, the pressure of the argument from 
British interests other than of honour, I 
held, and I still hold, that that paramount 
interest compelled us, in the execution of our 
pledge for the maintenance of a na.tive gov
ernmeut, to re-establish the a.uthority of the 
khedive and the peace of the country, and to 
prosecute all the practicable reforms. 

Our judgment was sustained by public 
opinion. In November, 1883, we had reached 
a. point a.t which we were able to advise the 
evacuation of Cairo, together with the im
mediate reduction of the occupying force to 
a hrigade in Alexandria and at Port Said. 
We had thus, III my judgment, a hopeful 
prospect of an early evacuation of the entire 
country. 

It wae then that the diseeters of an nnhappy 
war in the Soudan, in no way due to us, 
produced. a state of things so menacing to 
Egypt itself, that we found it our duty a.t 
once to take measures intended to prevent 
the extension of the disturbances beyond that 

region. But we insisted upon its evacuation 
by E"oypt, and we olfered our aid towaroe the 
withdrawal of the garrisons by peaceful 
means." 

The expedition to Egypt had required a 
vote of credit for £2,300,000, and troops had 
also been. brought from India to augment the 
force; but the maintenance of peace in the 
conntry and the gradual but rapid application 
of the pl&IlS for reform and reconstruction in 
the government was ef:fected by Lord Dufferin, 
and Sir E. Malet, Sir C. Wilson, Sir Evelyn 
Wood, Colonel Stewart, and others, who acted 
under his general instructions. 

During the year 1883 this work went on, 
but the progress was necessarily slow, though 
the utmost energy was used; and the ap
pearance of cholera at Cairo, Damietta, and 
other parte of Egypt, made it n""""""'"Y to 
delay the recall of that Iarger portion of the 
army of occupation which had prepared to 
return to England, while the want of sani
tary regnlations and any regular medical 
organization had to be met by the despatch 
of~a competent medical and surgical staff from 
England, and the employment of the newly 
formed gendarmerie and some British troops 
to form cordons for preserving order in and 
near the infected districts. 

When parliament met o.n the 15th of Feb· 
ruary there appeared but little promise of 
activity. Ministers had been jaded and al
most exbausted by the arduous work of the 
previous year. Until some time after the 
reassembling of parliament Mr. Gladstone 
did not return from Cannes, whither he bad 
been for the benefit of his health. The royal 
speech announced the establishment of tran
quillity in Egypt, the reetoration of Cetewayo 
to Zululand, and· an improvement on the 
condition of Ireland; but there were a long 
debate on the address, and several anlend
menta, which were framed in such a manner 
88 to convey censure on the govemment, 
though they were negatived, showed that the 
opposition intended to lose no opportunity to 
disparage. and denounce :the ministry. The 
first amendment proposed by Mr. Balfour, 
while assuring her majesty of support in such 
measurea as might be necessary for a satis-



364 GLADSTONE AND HIS CONTEMPORARIES. 

factory settlement of the afl'ai... of Egypt, 
regretted that steps were not taken at a.n 
"arlier period.· It is difficult to know exactly 
what was the mea.ning of this proposition
which w .. rejected by 259 to 175 votes-for 
the government had declared against any un
necessary armed interposition in Egyptian 
..affairs, and the conditioDs tha.t had led to the 
rebellion were refera.ble to the policy of the 
preoeding government of Lord Beaconsfield 
and the adminilltration of Lord Salisbury. It 
may be Doted, however, that throughout the 
Egyptian. difficulty the opposition continued 
.alternately to question and denounce every 
.active step taken by the ministry;-to urge 
them to more decisive interposition; to demand 
that they should declare a policy which would 
have been almost tantamount to the complete 
.occupation and defence of the country in 
the interests of the khedive j-to accuse the 
khedive himself of gross treachery, a.nd to 
defend, not only 'Arabi, the chief rebel, but 
his murderous lieutenant, who was answerable 
.for the massacre and destruction in Alex
andria. This, at all events, was the temporary 
attitude of Lord Randolph Churchill, whose 
characteristic was persistent perversity. 

When the Egyptian military expedition 
bad been determined on, and the reserves were 
<la.iIed out, Mr. Bright had resigned his posi
tion in the cabinet- He held that he could 
not, after 80 many yea.rs declaring himself to 
be an opponent of armed interference' in. 
foreign countries, countena.nce the despatch 
of the army. He remained in the cabinet as 
long as he felt that he could do 80, because of 
the deep regard in which he held Mr. Glad
stone, and it was very pa.iuful to him to be 
obliged to leave it aD the ground of consis
tency. He had been from time to time en
deavouring to teach his countrymen the 
opinion and doctrine which he held, tha.t the 
moral law was not intended only for in
dividuals but also for the lile and practice of 
the state, lLnd he could not repudiate what he 
had taught and preached during the period of 
" rather long politicallif.. To this Mr. Glad
stone replied, that though that was not the 
ocCasion for arguing the question of difference 
t~.t had unhappily ari.en between Mr. Bright 

and tho.e who were proud to b. his colleagues, 
he might venture to assure him that they 
concurred with him in thinking that the moral 
law applied to .tat .. as it did to individU&1s, 
and that the difference between them-a dif· 
ference most painful to him (Mr. Gladstone) 
and to them all-was & difference upon a 
particular case, and a particular applica.tion 
of the law to that case. "It is to us as it is 
to him,'" said Mr. Gladstone, (Ian occasion of 
the profoundest pain. But he carnes with 
him the unbroken esteem, and, upon every 
other question, the unbroken confidence of 
his colleagues, 'and their best &lid warmest 
wish .. for his happin .... and that it may fol
low him in the independent position to which 
he has found it necessary to retire." 

There had been some other ministerial 
changes becauae of Mr. Gladstone having 
relinquished to Mr. Childera the immediate 
duties of the chancellorship of the exchequer, 
and by the admission to the cabinet of Lord 
Derby and Sir Charles Dilke. Some changes 
in minor but yet important offices were also 
made, but on the whole the composition of 
the administration was unchanged. 

Early in January the authority of the law 
in Ireland was actively vindicated. Mr. 
Healy and Mr. Davitt with one of their 
associates wEh committed to prison by the 
Queen's Bench for contempt of court, for 
having refused to engage not to repeat 
Iangu..,... calculated to provoke a breach of 
the peace. Mr. O'Brien, the editor of United 
Ireland, was indieted for libe~ for having 
charged Earl Spencer with bribing juries to 
secure conviction for murder; but in this 
case the conviction was defeated by a dis

. agreement of the jury, and Mr. O'Brien 
during the trial was elected M.P. for Mallow, 
obtaining a. large majority over the aolicitor
general. Mr. Healy, too, was returned for 
Monaghan. These events, however, had been 
preceded by one far more exciting. While 
the authors of tbe Lough Mask and the 
Castle Island murders were expiating their 
guilt with their lives, the detective police in 
Dublin arrested a number of men suspected 
of complicity in criminal organizations. These 
men were examined before the magistrates at 
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Kilmainham, with the result that they were 
found to be inculpated, not only iu the Crime 
of whi~ they were suspected, but with the 
Phc:enix Park murders. 

Two or three informers were produced, 
whose revelations, especially iu regard to a 
series of abortive attempts to murder Mr. 
Forster, were staJ.tling enough, but far more 
so w.. the transfer from the dock to the 
witness-hox of James Carey, the most im: 
portant personage among the prisoners, & 

well~known Nationalist, a devout Roman 
Catholic, and a councillor of the city cor
poration. Carey had been, as it proved, the 
centre of a murderous conspiracy, taking 
the name of U The Invincibles j" the Phcenix 
Park atrocity was planned and in a measure 
accomplished by him, the actual 8M9 ssins 
being among the men in custody. Before 
the magistratee, and afterwards at the trial, 
Carey gave an elaborate and umefuted ac

count of the manner in which the scheme ~or 
the "removal" of Mr. Burke, the under
secretary, was carried out, affirming that Lord 
Frederick Cavendish was unknown to the 
murderers, and became a victim through his 
accidental presence on the scene. He iden
tified Brady, Kelly, Curley, and others as 
concerned in the affair, and sufficient cor ... 
roborative evidence was forthcoming to justify 
the crown, ably represented by Mr. Murphy, 
Q.C., who was soon after ra.ised to the bench, 
in indicting several of the prisoners for the 
murder in the Pbamix Park, others for the 
attack on Mr. Field, and the remainder for 
conspiracy to murder. 

The trials tack place in April before Mr. 
Justice O'Brien, who displayed remarkable 
ability, firmnees, and patience throughout, 
aas~tedJ it must be lAid, by juries who did 
their duty with dignity and courage. Brady, 
Curley, and Faga. were convicted of murder, 
as was also Kelly, who nearly escaped, bow
ever, through repeated disagreements of the 
jury; Csfi'reyand Delaneypleaded guilty on the 
B&Il'le cbarge, the latter, who had been serving 
a term of penal servitude for the attempt on 
Judge Lawson's life, protesting that he was 
driven by threats into these criminal COUl1IeB, 

aDd conJirming the truth of CaretB chief 

statements. Five of the prisoners suffered 
the extreme penalty of the law, and they 
ha.ve since been regarded by the Nationalist. 
party in America and in Ireland as martyrs .. 
The storm of execration which bUl'Bt upon. 
Carey was due quite as much to the semi
political disclosures in his evidence as to the 
fact that he gave Brady and hia comrades to
the gallOWB. He let. in the light on the 
nature and working of tne orianization& 
through which the terrorism of the preceding 
years had been enforced; he showed how 
they were connected with the La.:J.d League
through men like Sheridan, who had prompteci 
u the Invincibles'" to the murder of Mr. 
Forster, and who was nevertheless one of the 
agents recommended to the government by 
Mr. Parnell as capable of "pacifying" th8' 
country. True bills were found against 
Sheridan and two other persons who had been 
in close relations with earey-Walsh an& 
Tynan, the latter being identified with the 
mysterious figure It No. 1 "-by the Dublin 
grand-jury, but there was no chance of ob
taining their extradition from the United 
States. The government for some time de
tained Carey and the other informers in safe 
custody, but arrangements were finally mad& 
for sending them 88 privately as possible 
a.broad. The colonies, however, objected to 
receive them and would not be responsible fOJ 

them, and in Victoria the government inter
fered to prevent the landing of some of the 
informers who had been sent there. Carey,. 
under an assumed name, embarked on board 
a ship for South Africa, but on the voyage 
between the Cape and Nat&! was Bhot by '" 
fellow-passenger, who seemed to have assidu
ously cultivated his acquaintance and dis- . 
covered his identity. This man was an Irish
American Damed O'Donnell, and the murder 
was hailed with savage triumph by hia sup
porters in Ireland and America. Money was· 

Buhscribed for hia defen .. when he was placed' 
on hia trial at the Old Bailey; but, though 
he was very ably defended by Mr. Charles 
Bussell, there was no doubt of his guilt, nor 
under BUch circumstances could he be ac
quitted of t4e capital charge. He was con
victed and prompt.ly executed, the demand' 
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for a respite preferred -by the American 
government in deference to the Irish vote 
being courteously but firmly refused. 

The punishment of the Phmnix Park assas
sins, following that of the Maamtrasma, Lough 
Mask, and CasUe Island murderers, tended to 
break up tbe -centres Of local terrorism, and 
in the north, as well 88 the south, BOme 

conspiracies to murder were discovered and 
punished. Towards the end of the year Mr. 
Trevelyan was able to state that outrages had 
considerably diminished. The miscreants 
who professed to represent the Fenians or 
Irish· Americans, however, were hatching 
crimes, and making some efforts to intimidate 
people in England by sending wretched dupes 
or telTOrized subordinates to attempt to 
destroy public buildings with dynamite with
out regard to the death or injury of innocent 
meD, women, and children. 

Early in the spring London was startled 
by tbe simulteneous attempts to blow np the 
Local Government Board buildings and the 
offioe of the Time.. Other projects of the 
same wicked BOrt were detected or suspected 
elsewhere. At Birmingham the police, fol
lowing up a slender clue with much patience 
and skill, discovered a secret manufactory of 
nitro-glycerine and evidence of the proprietor's 
communications with a number of men, chiefly 
lrish~Americana, arrested in London, Glasgow, 
and elsewhere, with explosives in their pos~ 
session. Parliament meanwhile bad passed 
an "Explosives Bil}!' with exemplary promp
titude. On the trial Norman, one of the 
prisoners, appeared as an informer, and four 
of the others, convicted of baving planned 
the destruction of several public buildings, of 
having brought over funds from America. for 
the purpose, and of having explosives in 
readiness for use, were sentenced to penal 
servitude for life. A similar conspiracy at 
Glasgow was afterwards brought to light, and 
the criminals were convicted and punished at 
Edinburgh. Another alarm was occasioned 
8. few months later, when an attempt was 
ma.de, with partial success, to produce a. de
structive explosion at two points on the 
Metropolitan and District RaUwaya about 
tho same bour. Though a good deal of injury 

was done· to a train nea.r Praed Street, the 
design was on the whole baflled; the ..authom 
were not discovered, though there was no 
doubt that the means and the motives were 
the same as in the earlier outrages. 

These attempts, so far from canying terror 
to the people of England or of London, pro
duced a widely spread indignation and disgust 
against the murderous conspirators; who, 
while themselves remaining in security in 
another country, sent their emissaries here .to 

commit reckless havoc, which happily, how· 
ever, had little fatal result. Buildings were 
much injured, a few weak people terrified, 
and some hurt, and the scoundrels were not 
always caught. Those who were arrested were 
brought -to trial in the regular methodical 
way, duly defended, and when convicted on 
indubitable evidence were punished no more 
severely than the crime merited. A good 
many Englishmen clenched their hands when 
they thought of the cowardly ruffians wbo 
were ready to wreak their spite against Eng. 
land by the indiscriminate murder of in~ 

offensive people, and some vows were made 
that if one of the scoundrels were caught red· 
handed he should not need a trial. If tho 
object of the assassins was to cause a panic 
that should benefit Ireland the result was not 
attained either then or at a later date, when 
some further attempts were made :to assert 
the policy of dynamite by explosives at West;.. 
minster Hall and at the Tower of London, 
tho perpetrators of tho latter being discovered 
and sentenced, though not to capital punish~ 
ment as they would have been in most conn· 
tries. 

The Irish party in the House of Commons, 
of course, repudiated auy association with 
these crimes; nor were they auspected of 
being in any way concmed with them; but 
they continued their acrimonious and fre
quently violent attacks on occasions when 
they thought thore was an opportunity for 
asserting the programme which their leaders 
had prepared.' 

Still the legislative measures ooncerning 
Ireland were considered with a view to con~ 
ci1iation of the Home Rule party, and the 
Crimea Act was put into operation with careful 
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determination to make it effectual without 
carrying it to extremity. 'Fhe session was 
not distinguished for its enactments, but it 
was by no means barreD, since some useful 
measures were passed, such as the Agricultural 
Holdings Bill for England and Scotland, the 
Corrupt Practices at ElectioDs Bill, the Bank
ruptcy Bill, and the Patents Bill j and the 
budget, wben it appeared on the 5th of Apri~ 
WRS such as migbt commend itself to the 
House, since the only change in the burden 
of taxation was the removal of the extra. three 
halfpence income-tax imposed to meet the cost 
of the Egyptian expedition. A quarter of a 
million of the surplus was reserved as a margin, 
the rest being exhauSted by this remission of 
the three halfpence in the pound income-tax, 
the provision for sixpenny telegrams, a reduc
tion in the railway passenger duty, and some 
small changes in gun-licensee and method of 
collecting income-tax. Prospects were dull. 
The previous h!1l'vest had not been up to the 
average, and commerce was suffering from 
depression, any considerable relief to which 
did Dot seem probable; but there had for 
BOme time been a cry for "Fair Trade," 
which, being interpreted, meant the imposi
tion of retaliating duties on importations from 
countries which placed high or prohibitive 
duties upon British goods. This proposition, 
to return. to & disguised protectionist policy, 
was not likely to be accepted by a Liberal 
government; and th~ Conservatives who 
were at all likely to form. a. cabinet in the 
event of & change of ministry, could only 
speak in terms of conditional approval of the 
reimposition of duties which, if the theory 
were well founded, should be extended to the 
protection of the farmer as well as the manu
facturer, eo that the wbole battle of tbe repeal 
of the corn-laws would have to be fought 
over again. 

The attention of Parliament and the country 
was, however, to be directed still more in
tently to the course of events in Egypt. 
Grants had beeu made to Sir Beauchamp 
Seymour and to Sir Garnet Wolseley, who 
bad been respectively elevated to the peerage 
as Lord Alcester and Viscount Wolseley, and 
bad returned to England. The British force 

left in Egypt, under the command of General 
Graham and other officers, was being gradually 
but rapidly withdrawn, when alarming intel
ligence from Kordofan, Darffir, and other 
places which formed the central towus or 
entrep6ts of tbe vast desert territory known 
as the Egyptian provinces of the Soudan, 
lying between tbe Red Sea and the Nile and 
extending to the equatorial provin~s and the 
confines of Abyssinia., ~used the depal'ture 
of some of the remaining regiments to be 
delayed. It is ecareely probable that the 
British force could have been entirely. re
moved, for from the time of the capture of 
Arabi and the settlement of the country, the 
khedive and the Egyptian government had 
implored a continuance of the protection 
afforded by British troops, as well as the 
continued assistance of British officials in the 
work of administration. It had been in
tended, however; now that a native Egyptian 
army had been formed under the command 
of Sir Evelyn Wood and the gendarmerie 
and police were efficiently organized, to with
draw all b~t a few. troops, when the news 
came that the half-savage tribeeof the Soudan 
provinces were being stirred to rebellion, and 
that an insurrection was imminent because of 
the pretensions of a Mahdi or false prophet, 
who had induced many of the powerful sla.ve
hunting chiefs to caat in their lot wi.th him, 
partly, it was believed, because they desired 
to perpetrate the slave-trade, while both they 
and their tribes were anxious to throw off the 
Egyptian yoke. The Mahdi, however, ap
pealed also to the gross fanaticism of the 
Soudanese. He declared that he was the 
prophet whose coming to restore the family 
of Ielam bad been foretold by Ma/lomet, 
and he claimed, not only to be descended 
from the fa.mily which had been designated, 
but to show marks in his face and peculia.rities 
of appearance, which were held to be proofs 
of his mission to represent an independent 
cause, antagonistic alike to Egyptia.n and to 
European control, and indifferent even to the 
authority of the Porte and to the claims of 
the sultan to represent the faithful. 

The insurrection had commenced two years 
before, and Colonel Stewart, who was at Cairo 
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at the time 9f the British occupation after 
the suppression of the rebellion of Arabi, had 
been sent to Kh.,.tllm to report as to the 
state of affairs in the adjacent provinces. He 
sent word that the power of the Mahdi was 
increasing, but it was thought that the rebel
lion might die out as other disturbances of a 
semi-fn.D.atical nature had done. At all evente 
it was empha.tically represented to the khedive 
that no aid would be given by the British 
forces in Egypt to retain or to recover his 
authority over the Soudan. Should the rebel 
horde t~reaten Egypt itself the troops remain
ing in the country would join the Egyptian 
force in protecting the frontier and the Nile 
at Wady HaIfa. Sir EYelyn Wood, who had 
taken service with the khedive to form a 
native army for the protection of Egypt, had 
only been able to enlist men on the distinct 
understanding tbat they should not be sent 
to serve in the Soudan, the country of vast, 
ecorching, waterless deserts, which had been 
named the swallower of armies. The khedive 
oould not briug himoe1f to reliDquisb valuable 
places which were in the line of the trade 
route from the Equatorial provinces 88 well as 
on the deoort-route from tbe Rod Sea, Suakim, 
and Maoaowa, to tbe Nile and Cairo. 

If the Southern Soudan, KonIofan, and 
I)arf(\r were to remain a part of the Egyptian 
dominion, however, it was DeceSsary at once 
to occupy Khartllm at the junction of the 
Blue and White Nil .. , and to check the 
movements of the rebel hordes upon Obeid j 
and tbe khedive oommisaioned General Hicks, 
a brave and able officer who had served in 
our Illdian army, and now accepted a command 
from the Egyptian go.ernmeDt, to proceed 
with an armed force and artillery to Suakim, 
and thence &cross the desert caravan route 
to Berber and Khartfun, there to collect and 
organize a regular Al'my, to strengthen the 
garriSODB of the fON which were dotted here 
and there, and to oppose the growth of the 
insurrection. Hicks Pasha, with 80me British 
officers who had taken service with him, 
started a.t once, and having- reached. Khmfun 
BUcceeded in forming a considerable force 
'there and gained .evera! victories over the 

. followers of the Mabdi; but the whole of the 

Soudan provinces were in a blaze, and the 
pashas and e1ave.bunting cbiefs bad mostly 
declared for the Mahdi, though BOme tribea 
rema.ined loyal and inflicted .. veral defeato 
on the insurgents. But the savage followen 
of the Mahdi were neither like ~ayptiaD8 
nor Basbi.Bazouks, and only other Arab 
tribesmen and the black troops would faoo 
their wild and desperate oIlSlaughts. The 
EgyptiaD soldiers, unl... commanded by 
European officers, yielded almost without a 
blow to their fearless and fanatic adversaries. 
The Mahdi took several pI .... , and early in 
January bad starved out the garrison at Obeid. 
It w .. thought noceBBarY for Hicks, who bad 
already succeeded in inflicting severe repulses 
on the enemy, to carry the war into Kordofan 
and proceed against the main body of tbe 
. rebels. He prepared a plan of the march, 
and his experience should have secured for 
him the chief command j but that command 
was divided between him and the Egyptian 
general a.nd goVerDOl', and Hicks fonnd his 
advice disregarded j it was even declared, 
upon the only evidence which couId be 
afterwards obtained, that he was deceived. 
The army, after long and toilsome marches 
through the desert country, where there was 
an insufficient supply of water, reached a tract 
of broken land and a valley or gorge known 
.. Kaabgil, wbore it is believed. false goido 
led them into an ambush, and tbey wore 
attacked on all sides by a vast host of the 
enemy which had been previously concealed. 
The whole army was cut to pieces, and HickJ 
and bis ofliooro wore siain, after fighting with 
invincible valour to the last. This occurred 
in the early part of November, 1883, ~d the 
rebellion had reached the e .. tern provin ... 
of the Soudan, borderiug OD the Red Sea, 
wbere Suakim and the garrisouo of Tokar and 
Sinkat were threatened by a force of semi
savages under Osman Digma, one of the chief 
alavo-dealoro and lieutenant of the Mabdi. 
The troop. and inhabitaDto of th .. e place. 
wore likely to be cut oft' from all oommuni· 
cations and starved out, .. the people of Obeid 
bad heen before they ourrendered. Ou the 
6th of November' the commander of the 
Egyptian force at Suakim oollectod his troops, 
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and accompanied by the Britishrepresenlative, I tion of the intended policy of the government 
Conaul Moncrielf, proceeded ~warde Tokar, with regard to Egypt were brought forward 
bnt had scarcely reached the p1ace when he 
was attacked by a large foroe of the enemy, 
before whom his troops lied, though he him
B8lf, the British consul, and some other brave 

men endeavoured to rally them, and fought 
to the last, till they fell pi~ with wounde 
from the terrible aeeegais, or broad-bladed 
.paare, of the infuriated aavageo. Another 
attempt was made by 600 black troops and 
200 irregn1ars under Kaasein Bey to defeat 
the rebels near Suakim., which was then pro
tected by & single English gunboat in the 
harbour; but though the black troops fought 
bravely, the force was insu1Iicient, and the 
fierce insurgents at length geined the day 
and surrounded Sinkat and Tokar, the fall 
of which was feared. 

It was then determined to intrust to Colonel 
Baker Pasha a task from which he might 
well have been excused from shrinking, 
namely, the formation of a military force 
from the bodies of gendarmerie which he had 
organized for the civil protection -of the 
""untry. On the 18th of December he left 
Cairo for Suakim, and the drilling, prepsra· 
tion, and practice of troops lasted for the rest 
of the month. The black soldiers were brave 
enougb, but the Egyptians were a.rra.nt cow
arde, and by the time Baker had led his army 
to Sinkat it was evident that they would not 
stand against the terrific onslaught of tho 
Soudanese, who agaiu defeated the force 
brought against them. The Egyptian soldiers 
fled like sheep, or. lay down imploring mercy, 
to he .peared remol'8elesely by the savage 
foe. 1\aker and his ollic .... fought desperately, 
but it was useless to sacrifice their lives, and 
all thet could he done was by the aid of tho 
black troops and the few Egyptians who 
could be prevailed upon to fight on the 
retreat, to keep off the enemy 80 as to enable 
the remnant of the army to retreat to Suakim, 
where Vice-sdmiral Sir William Howitt, 
who hsd been ordered up with some vesasla 
of ~ Mediterranean squadron, was appointed 
governor in European interests. 

Proposals for 'votes of censure on the miD
istry, and repeated demands for an explana

VOL. IV. 

by the oppoaition during the year 1884. 
The government hsd continued to declare 
that their policy was not tho occupation of 
Egypt, and that the British forces there 
would not he employed for the ptil"pose of 
aiding. the khedive to suppress the rebellion 
of the Mahdi, as the insurrection in the pr0-

vince of the Soudan was not recognized 88 

coming within the BOOps of the internal sd
ministration in which alone we had intervened 
for the purpose of supporting European c1a.ims 
and .ustaining the legitimate government of 
the country against the rebellion of the mili
tary party. Our ministry hsd strongly urged 
upon the khedive the abandonment of the 
Soudan and the evacuation of Kh.a.rtftm, where 
Colonel Coetlogon, who had been left in com
mand by General Hicks, was now repreeenting 
to the Egyptian government the necessity for 
the immediate evacuation of the town by the 
garrison and the European inhabitants, as it 
was impossible thet amidet general rebellion 
without, and native disaJl'ection within, he 
could long hope either_ to hold the place or 
get the threatened people out in aafoty. It 
was represented to the Egyptian government 
that they should at all events abandon the 
southern provinces and. define the territory 
of the khedive in Egypt proper by a line 
drswn at Wady Halfa at the second cataract 
of the Nile, and thet any attempt by the 
insurgents to invade Egypt beyond, that line 
might be resi.ted by the Egyptian army with 
the assistance of the British troops remaiuing 

in the country. This advice was resisted by 
the ministry of Cberif Pasha, and on its 
being seriously preased by the English govern· 
ment· he and his colleagues resigned, and a 
new ministry was formed by Nubar Pasha, 
who with the khedive himself prof .... d to 
be in accord wi'th the policy recommended. 
Orders were given for the evacuation of 
KbartOm and the Egyptian garrisons of the 
adjoining provinces. Had this been done 
immediately efter Hicks's defeat it might have 
been accomplished; but it :was now too late to. 
effect that movement, as the hordes of the
Mabdi were swarming in Kordofa.n, occupied: 

87 
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Obeid, and were likely to advance to Berber 
and KhartOm it.eIf. 

The DaJTative of the appointment of· M.a.jor
general Gordon to the difficult enterprise of 
withdrawing the garrisone and the Europeen 
iuhabita.nts from Berber, Kha.rt1lm, and the 
surrounding districts, the manner of his set
ting forth, his reception in the Soudan, his 
eubaequent protracted defence, and the failure 
of the expedition that waa oent to his relief 
to more than vindicate the . courage and de
termination of British troops and British 
sailol'B under conditions that demanded the 
utmost ~:r.ercise of both, has, we have already 
remarked, been told ao recently that we need 
not dwell npon it at length. It wae perbapa 
an error on the part of the government, bar
aaaed by taunt., to yield to the pressure of 
undiscriminating public opinion, stimulated 
by newspaper interviewers, and thus virtually 
to participate in the responsibility of appoint
ing & man who. however he might have been 
qualified for dealing with the people of these 
Soudan provine .. , of which he had formerly 
been governor-general, had miscalculated the 
probable survival of his former induenoe 
against the pretensioDs of the Mahdi. The 
pretender, while he professed to be raising 
the standard of the religion of Ielam, pr0-

mised to his followers, not only bliss here
after, but deliverance from the oppression of 
the rulers placed over them by the Egyptian 
government and the restoration of the native 
ouItane and chiefs. Many of th ... supported 
the rebellion because they BOught to maintain 
the traffic in slaves which G~rdon had suI> 
pressed, and to prevent the operation of the 
treaty, according to which slavery was to 
cease altogether in 1887-an agreement which 
Gordon himself declared would be unadvis
able even if it were not impossible. 

Major.general Gordon had agreed to enter 
the oervice of the KiDg of the Belgians, to 
.. tablioh, in coDoert with Mr. H. M. Stanley, 
the famous African explorer, a mission for 
the 8uppression of the slave-trade on the. 
Congo; but when, at the instance of Sir E. 
Baring, our representative at Cairo, 'the 

• Egyptian government agreed to join with the 
English ministry iu commissioning him to 

prooeed to KhartOm, he conaented to go to 
the Soudan for the purpose of bringing out 
the Egyptian and European inhabitant. with 
the garrisons, after having organized a system 
of settled native government by the local 
chiefs and sultans, who would, he thought, 
unite to overthrow the Mahdi. 

It had been distinctly declared that no 
military operations were to be undertaken 
by Gordon at Khartdm or the adjoining pro
vinces except Buch 88 might be necessary for 
eua.bling him to effect the evacua.tion of the 
country. He was not to expect any aid from 
British troops, but he was acting under the 
ordere of the British government through 
our consular agent at Cairo. 

It is perhaps Dot too much to say that this 
dual appointment of Major.general Gordon 
waa the beginning of what may be called a 
ttagedy of erroI'Bj but they were errors which 
were Dot confined to the government, they 
were shared by the p ..... end by the eountry, 
and were empbasized by the opposition, whoae 
indictment against the ministry was, Dot that 
Gordon had been commissioned, but that he 
had been commissioned too late. 
It .,... too late in January, 1884. There 

waa very little probability of his being able 
at that time to bring away all ~he people out 
of XhartO.m, Berber, and the adjacent garri
BODS, and establish any regular government 
without an armed force sufficient to thrust 
back the awarm of the hostile and savage 
tribes, who, haviug declared for the Mshdi, 
had occupied the COUDtry batwaen Suakim 
and Berber, and were moving down from the 
aouth and weet upon Kh.rtOm and approach. 
ing the Nile banka. . 

Looking back, as we now may, at the aad 
story of Gordon's mission to KhartOm it is 
fairly plain that very few people had ap
proached an accurate estimate of the condition 
of aff'aira. Sir Samuel Baker, to whom Gordon 
had written a month or two before, urging 
him to undertake the relief of KhartOm, had 
estimated it, and wben Gordon started had 
&aid that he went too late. The khedive and 
the Egyptian ministe1'8 appear to have had 
very considerable doubt. of the eflicaey of 
employing Gordon even a month before an 
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arraugement could be concluded. Probably 
if Gordon could have been 10 Cairo at the 
time of the suppression of Arabi's rebellion, 
and had accompanied Colonel Stewart to 
Khartilm, the whole aspect of affairs would 
ha.ve been altered; and, as a matter of fact, 
as early as the month of November, 1882, Sir 
Charles Wilson bad recommended to our 
government the employment of Gordon to go 
to the Soudan; but neither Gordon nor the 
khedive were willing. Gordon, when he had 
resigned the governor-generalship of the 
Soudau, had spoken in plain dispa.ragement 
of Tewfik, had almost openly quarrelled with 
him, aild was naturally not desirous of return

ing to a country where he had suffered physi
cally and mentally for long months of dis
appointment in the midst of treachery on the 
part of the Egyptian pashas, who should bave 
supported his authority. The khedive and 
his advisers perbaps at that time fancied thot 
they might, without re-instating so wilful 
and personally dominant a person as the late 
governor-general, wait upon events, when 
the intervention of British arms might be. 
extended to the suppression of Aehmet Ali 
(the Mahdi), as they had been employed for 
the suppression of Arabi. 

It is possible that when it was agreed to 
commission Gordon the khedive's ministry 
hOO no very enthusiastic expectation of his 
success; indeed, there were some evidences 
that Nubar Pasha thought he would be ex
ceptionally fortunate if he could extricate the 
peopie of Berher and Khartfun before the 
Mahdi's hordes had closed the way of egress; 
but the British government had already or
dained the abandonment of the Soudan. 
Cherif Pasha's ministry had gone out, jlD.d 
Nubar Pasha's ministry had come in, upon 
that question, and they may privately have 

• considered that it would be politic to let the 
power which was master of the situation 
have its own way. Whether this was the 
case, or whether it was that Tewfik and his 
advisers saw the necessity for the appointment 
of a competent European officer, it is difficult 
to say; but, at .11 events, General Gordon 
met with a warm and generous reception at 
Cairo, whither he went with Colonel Stewart 

as his secretary, and was reappointed by the 
khedive to the position of Governor-genemI 
of the Soudan. 

He reached Berber with astonishing rapidity 
by a swift and almost uninterrupted camel 
ride across the desert. After a sbort stay at 
Berber they reached Khartfun on the 18th of 
February. There they found Colonel Coet
logon and Mr. Power, the correspondent of the 
1'im!l, who had been appointed temporary 
consul, and at once began to make efforts to 
carry out the work tbat they had gone to ac
complish. But it had become impossible 
without further aid. The Mahdi's insurrec
tion had spread over the country. The road 
between Berber and Suakim was closed by a 
great body of the Hadendowa Arabo, and it 
became necessary to defend the remaining 
positions and eventually Khartdm itself, while 
the native chiefs were so far committed to 
the Mahdi that Gordon's influence could not 
re-establish centres of local government under 
rulers who would combine to crush the, re
be~on and restore peace to the country. 

On the 12th of February, at the opening of 
the parliamentary session of 1884, a vote of 
censure on the government had been moved 
by Sir Stafford Northcote. The destruction 
of Hicks's army and the defeat of General 
Baker's attempt to relieve Sinkat had now 
become known. Both Hicke Pasha and Baker 
Pasha, it should be remembered, were acting 
as officers in the service of the khedive a.nd 
by the orders of the Egyptian government, 
the former expedition having been contrary 
to the advice of the British ministry. 

The resolution moved by Sir S. N orthcote 
was, "That this house, 'hav~g read and cCin
sidered the correspondence relating to Egypt 
laid on the table by her majesty's eommand, 
is of opinion that the recent lamentable events 
in the Soudan are due in great measure to 
the vacillating and inconsistent policy pursued 
by her majesty's government." 

But the terma of Sir Stafford N orthcote's 
proposed resolution differed from the speech 
that he made in support of it. His accusation 
amounted to a general cOndemna.tion of the 
policy of the government, because, having 
put an end to the rebellion of Arabi and 
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taken charge of the reorganization of Egyp
tian affa.irs, they bad not supported the 
khedive in the defenco of the Soudan. This 
Mr. Gladstone was not slow to perceive, 
and he -met the cha.rge by going ·miuutely 
and' particularly into the operationa in Egypt; 
but first, he reminded the house tha.t the 
debate would be an historical debate, involv
ing the development of great and useful 
lessons with regard to rash and unwise inter
ventions. The situation in Egypt, with or 
without the aggra.vation of the Soudan, was 
one of the utmost anomaly and inconvenience, 
and, in Bome points of view, even of political 
danger. How had that situation come about1 
It was not one which bis government made, 
but one that they found. They never had 
an option. It would Dot have been in keep..; 
ing with the propriety of thinge to rev.rse 
the attitude which they found ocenpied by 
th. British gov.rnment in Egypt. They in
herited from their predecelBors certain en
gagements. The Dual Control was the estab
lishment in the heart and centre of Egyptian 
government of two great functionaries, the 
repreaentatives of two of the greatest nations 
in the world,who held their office in Egypt, 
and for Egypt, by a tenure independ.nt of 
th. will of Egypt, and d.p.ndent altogether 
upon the will of the two governments they 
represented. They went there pledged to 
each other for certain purposes, not merely 
to manage the revenues in the interests of 
the bondholdera, but for gen.ral control, g.n· 
eral advice, generalaupport to the government 
of Egypt. Th. l.te ruler of Egypt had been 
displaced, and a new ruler had been put on 
the throne by the agency m.inly of the British 
governme,nt-at any rate with an essential 
and, at least, equal share in the operation. 
The two governments had undertaken obliga
tiona towards that ruler, and these obligations 
were, when once they had established that 
extraordinary system, mntters strictly and 
esSentially consequential. They could not 
poaaibly h.v. put Tewfik on the throne and 
have declined to support him, and they bound 
themselves to one auoth8{ to support him, 

• and to support him .... u .. tly. They bouud 
themselves, likewise, to one another, while 

these were their obligations to him,1o main
tain the peculia.r, and, in a certain sense,. 
exclusive political influence that these two
powers, and these alone, were to exercise in 
Egypt. It was ·obvious that the government 
were bound to coUIlBel the khedive to the' 
beat of their .bility. When difficulti .. aroae 
in the country th.y were bound to give-by 
the position they occupied-their advice to· 
th. khedive ~pon thoa. difficulties, and, hav. 
ing given that advice, they were bound to· 
support it by consequent action to such an 
extent as circumstanceS might appear to de
mand, subject, of course, to the judgment of 
parliament. All tho.. obligationa iuJd .11 
the difficulti .. they involved ought to h.ve 
been foreseen. The previous government bad.· 

built up th.t corioua eystem with their eyee 
open. 

In March, 1876, at the very first beginning 
of the intervention aDd three yeaTS before the
control W&O eetablish.d, Mr. Gl&detone h.d. 
said, in words of warning, "I should wish to
know whether, if the proposition for the 8p~ 
pointment of such a commissioner be enter
tained, the right honourable gentleman (Lord 
Beaconsfield) means the appointment of a 
commissioner who would really have such an 
effective control over all arraIlgementa and 
the mode of accounting for these revenues 
that he oonld guarantee to ue the ....... ipt 01 
the whole th.t it might be 'pplied to the 
purpose in view? If this is what it does 
mean it appears to me that we are only shift.. 
ing the diffic1:\lty one step farther, because, ia 
tha.t case, our commissioner is to take into his 
bands the administration of & very importanll 
portion of the government of Egypt, so that 
thO measures which we may think necessary 
as a matter of prudence, to cover the proposaJ. 
we are to consider, may entail upon us still 
greater difficulties, and mix us up still further 
with a heavier responsibility for a portion of 
the internal government of Egypt. When 
we have begun with one portion of the internal 
government of Egypt we wny pa.&9 on to an
other. We may come to occupy the entire 
ground by a series of degrees Dot difficult to 
contemplate, and possibly this may have been 
in the mind of the light honoumble gentlemaD 
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>the other night when he said that, while the 
people of this country would view the diminu~ 
.tioll of the empire with hOlTOr they would 
.see it increased without dissatisfaction." 

Thne Mr. Gladstone had pointed out that 
,thea.rrangements then in partialcontemplatioD, 
.afterwards greatly developed and rigidly en
forced, did advance from financial to political, 
and from political to probably territorial re
eponsibilitiee. 

In bringing forward this argument, in reply 
to Sir Stafford N orthcote, Mr. Gladstone 
added, "I have no charge of ill~motivea to 
make against the late government. In my 
opinion they committed a great error, of 
'Which we are now from day to day bearing 
;the burden. I give them every credit for 
.honourable and upright motives. Though I 
,then disapproved of the means, and now, I 
.do not need to 8&Y, still more deeply lament 
,these means were resorted to; yet I am fully 
pereuaded that the object which the late gov
·ernment had in view was to secure a better 
government for Egypt. Further, I admit 
that very considerable practical and adminis
trative advaDtages were secured for the fel

laheen by the adminiatration of the revenue; 
although I am afraid thoae ad vantagee were 
far more than counterbalanced in their politi~ 
cal importance by our having imported into 
the country that fatal and moot dangerone 
idea that it woe doomed to be placed under 
foreign domination, and that Egypt was to 
be governed and maintained for the benefit 
.of persons beyond ita borders." (Here came 
A cheer from Lord Randolph Churcbili, who, 
..at that time, was still insisting on the patriot
ism of Arabi, eVeD if he had abandoned the 
advocacy of Arabi's oolle&P-6, who had 
planned the DllU!O&CreO at AJeJtandria.) "The 
noble lord cheers me'" said Mr. Gladstone, 
"and there is vety,'&1'eat truth in what I take 
to be the meaning of that cheer. He probably 
thinks that Arabi was one who fought against 
that foreign domina.tion. That is not my 
view. I think I could give conclusive proof 
to the contrary; but of this I do not entertain 
A doubt, that Arahi woe able to give vigour 
and extension to hie motives by appealing to 
tbat .hatred of foreign domination; and 80 

long as foreign domina.tion continues in Egypt, 
the danger will recur from time to time. So 
far, I have said something to show that I do 
not use idle words wilen I allege that the 
situation which we have now in Egypt was, 
in its root and origin, far beyond the power 
of such prosaic people as the present ministers 
to conceive. It was due to higher and more 
venturesome geniuses, such as those who pre
ceded us. There has been no moment at 
which it wae poeeible for us, conaistently with 
our honour, to retrace our course. And we 
must look back as well as forward if we want 
to pIa .. before the English people-the people 
of the three kingdoms-all the lessone of this 
great question, which is far greater than the 
honourable gentleman would lead us to be
lieve. . . • I must remind the house that 
the difficult, onerous, and inconvenient-Bome 
may think it the almoet hopeless-task which 
we have undertaken, is that, first, of putting 
down disorder in Egypt, and then of establish
ing at least some beginnings of tolera.ble gov
ernment. That task is also one of considerable 
delicacy. It is one whieh we are executiDg not 
alone on our own behalf, but on behalf, I may 
say, of civilized mankind. We undertook it 
with the approval of the pow ... of Europe, the 
highest and most authentic organ of modern 
Christian civilization j bu.t having undertaken 
it at their invitation, or with their concurrenee, 
we must fulfil it as we received it from them." 

With regard to the Soudan, he distinctly 
denied that we ought to have provided for 
the formation of an Egyptian army, and 
asked how the men were to be supplied, and 
where were the funds to supply them-Egypt 
bad no means to constitute such an army. 
If there wae one thing that the Egyptian had 
in horror more tbau:t another, it was being 
called upon to carry on the war in the Soudan; 
and Sir E. Wood's army was organized ex
pressly without the obligation to serve ill the 
Soudan. 

"The other night, when I was referring to 
a paragraph in which something had been 
said about the Mahdi, I entirely declined to 
give any opinion about th, Mahdi. I know 
this, and now I am speaking in conformity 
with the opinions of the man whom I look 
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upon as by far the higheet authority on the 
Bubject-I mean the opinions of General 
Gordon-the Soudan is a. vast country equal 
in size to France, Germany, and Spain, a 
desert country, as be states, with a. deadly 
climate, inhabited thinly by sparse and war
like tribes, but still it is the country of those 
tribes. They love it as their country. The 
right honourable gentleman 8eems to me to 
have made up his mind-his whole speech 
shows it-that Egypt is in the right in Bub

jecting tbet country, and in sending Turks, 
Circa.ssia.ns, and Anatolians to govern i~. Sir, 

I have not made up my mind to any such 
thing. I decline to enter into that contro
versy. We have refused-aud I believe the 
house will approve our refusing-to have 
anything to do with the re-conquest of the 
Soudau. During all my political life, I am 
thankful to say that I have never opened my 
lips in favour of a domination such as that 
which has been exercised by cert.ain eoun~es 
upon certain other countries, and I am not 
going now to begin. I look upon the _ 
sion of the Soudan-I won't say as a crime
that would be going a great dcal too fal'-but 
I look upon it as the calamity of Egypt. It 
has been a drain on her treasury, it has been 
a drain on her men. I believe it is estimated 
tbet a hundred thousand Egyptians beve laid 
down their lives in endeavouring to maintain 
that barren conquest, and at this moment, 
when yoursympathiea have been justly excited 
on behalf of 500 men in Tokar and in bebalf 
of 500 men who were in.Sinkat, there are nine
and·twenty thousand Egyptian soldiers, or 
soldiers in the service of the khedive, scattered 
over that enormous region. In those clrcum~ 
stances I utterly repudiate and repel the 
doctrine of the right honourable gentleman 
that it W88 our duty to construct a military 
system for Egypt by which-I am supposing 
now that abe had the maaus which abe had 
not-she would have been able to fe-establish 
in ita fulness the re~conquest of the Soudan." 

Mr. Gladstone then went on to stats, that 
80 far from there having been delay in em
ploying General Gordon, it had been con
iPdered in November, 1882, but there were 
difficulties on both sides b<jtwoen the khedive 

and the general. This, coupled. with the fact 
that when the defeat of Hicks became known 
the evacuation of KhartOm could have been 
immediately effected, made an im.po~nt 

difference in the alleged responsibilities of 
the government. 

On the 1st of December Lord Granville 
bad reason to believe he was in a condition 
to offer the services of General Gordon to the 
Egyptian government. Unfortunately they 
were refused, but not entirely without reason. 
The reaBon given was one that did not satisfy 
the government, but still it went far to silence 
them. The objection made was this :-" The 
Souda.n is a country of strong Mohammedan 
fanaticism. For us to send a. Christian as 
our agent, with a view to govern it, might be 
a dangerous course, which might cause a still 
more serious outbreak!' It was difficult to 
thrust that objection rudely aside, and it 
caused fulther delay. That was the offer of 
Lord Granville on December 1st. But the 
government became acquainted with the 
sentiments of General Gordon j and, as time 
went on, the aversion of the Egyptian governw 

ment became mitigated, and at last entirely 
removed. However, it was ~ot till the 16th 
of January-that is to say, eight days after 
Nubar Pasha came into office-that they sent 
to the British ministry a requeet Cor a qualified 
officer to undertake the conduct of the evacu
ation of the Souda.n. That WRS sent on the 
16th of January, and on the 18th General 
Gordon was on his way to Egypt. 

He bed in view the withdrawal from the 
country of no fewer than. 29,000 persons pay~ 
ing the military service to Egypt, and the 
government felt boun«,J., before taking any 
such step as sending a British force to relieve 
the beleaguared garrison and people at Sinkat, 
amounting to 600, to learn from him whether 
such action would interfere prejudicially with 
his efforts to extricate the 29,000 around 
Berber and Khartilm. To learn this it was 
necesaary to wait till Gordon had .... ched 

Berber, where the telegraph was at work; 
and when it was known that Gordon did not 
think operations to relieve the Red Sea garri
sons would interfere with his safety or success, 
but left the reponsibility uf them to the 
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government, immediate orders were given for 
a force to be gathered at Suakim under the 
colllllllUld of General Graham. This bed 
l)een undertaken only a few hours before the 
vote of censure was proposed. It had been, 
or was imm~diate1y afterwards, determined 
by the government that they must become 
responsible for protecting Suakim and the 
Red Sea porta or the route to India would 
be endangered; and though, aa it afterwarde 
proved, General Graham's expedition was not 
in time to drive the savage insurgents from 
Tokar and Sinkat and rescue the garrisons, 
the followers of Osman Digma were signally 
defeated ~f EI Teb and Tamai, and were 
driven far from Suakim, where order was 
maintained, and troops and a naval force 
were left for the protection of the inhabitants. 
Suakim and Massowa were defended against 
the hostile tribes, but the road was not 
opened between Suakim and Berber. By 
the-16th of April Khartfun was blocked by 
the Ma.hdi's followers OD. the north, east, and 
west; on the 26th of May Berber was taken 
by the rebels, and telegraphic communication 
with Khartdm was cut off, but the Mudir of 
Dongola remained loyal, and with his army 
defeated a foroe of 13,000 rebels. In July 
Gordon was reported to be holding his own; 
but, unforttul&tely, messengers that were sent 
him did Dot reach him, and the messengers 
whom he sent out were also intercepted, so 
that, while he was indignantly suppoeing 
that h. bed been altogether abandoned, the 
government had no complete information of 
the position in which he was placed, abut up, 
or, as he had pnt it, "trapped" in Khartfun. 
He held his own then and for months after. 
Ward, but it w.. ouly by the utmcet vigil
anee, adroitneaa, and determination that he 
could beat hack the inveating force which 
occupied the oppd&ite bank of the Nile and 
made repeated attacks upon the town. A 
emall flotilla of " penny steamboats," as he 
called them, converted into vessels of attack 
and defence by being planked and armoured 
with old boiler plates, a wooden tower being 
erected on the deck to hold a gnn which 
would sweep the banks of the river; disused 
iron grain bargee made to do duty .. gun-

boats, or to convey troops concealed by the 
high bulwarks; land torpedos, mines, en
tanglements made of wire, and put down in. 
places outside the town most liable to attack, 
for the purpoae of catching the feet of the 
enemy, were among the principal devices by 
which,-with a population divided between 
loyalty and disloyalty, a small military foroe, 
ouly the black contingent of which could be 
relied upon to fight stubboruly, and ,,; decreaa
ing stock of provisions, which became 80 dear 
that, but for the loana of money voluntarily 
offered by &ome of the wealthiest of the in
habitants, he would not have been able to 
provision the garrison, as supplies came in 
diminishing quantities from the more friendly 
of the natives outside,-GordoD. waged an un~ 
equal war against the Bwarming horde which 
waa gradually closing round him. 

The excitement in England was tremendous; 
and though the latest message l'eceived from 
Gordon did not seem to show that his position 
was immediately desperate, it became evident 
that, if the government regarded the public 
demand, steps would have to be taken to 
relieve Khartdm, rescue its defenders, and 
then retire from the Soudan, for the reCOD

queat of which no Britieb force could be 
employed. 

The ministry applied for and obtained 
from parliament a credit of £300,000 for the 
purpose of making preparations, as distinct 
from oparation.. for the possible despatch 
of an expedition, and Lord Wolseley accom
penied Lord Northbrook to Egypt to ex
amine and report on the military situation. 
It soon beea.me evident that preparations 
must be quickly followed by operations if we 
were to relieve Kharttlm, and by the end of 
September an expedition had been organized 
and was on its way; but though the move
ments were as rapid as possible in Buch a. 
country and 8.oaainst such disadvantages of 
transport, they were too slow to make it 
highly prohable that the forces which were 
despatched would reach the beleaguered town 
in time to effect their object. 

The route choseD for the expedition was 
that of the Nile. Portable river steamers 
and ala.rge number of whale-boats were sent 
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from Engla.nd, and 400 boatmen from Canada, 
accustomed to the management of their veasels 
. in, the rapids, were engaged in the service of 
navigating the river. The preparations of 
collecting stores, purchasing camels for con~ 
veying provisions and ammunition, and for 
forming a camel corps for the desert army I 
hiring native. to drive the camels and help 
to tow the boats, caused enormous bustle and 
excitem.nt b.tween Cairo and Wady Halfa. 
In the early part of Octob .. n.w. cam. that 
Colonel Stewart (Gordon'. aide-de-camp) and 
Mr. Power had been treacherously mnrdered, 
having be.n induoed to land while on their 
way in a steamer to Dongola. j but General 
Gordon was holding out, and by the begin
ning of D.cember the advanced guam of the 
relief expeditiOll had eetobIiehed imeIf at 
Debbeh, forty mil .. in ad vance of Dongola. 
By the end of the month a etrong force iIad 
be.n aeeembled in camp at Korti, and from 
this point Lord:W olsel.y reeolved to deopatch 
a strong column 3Cl'OBB the desert, thus to 
avoid & great bend of the river, and by a. 
march of 176 mil .. to reach the Nile again at 
Metammeh, whence it was hoped communi
cation could be opened with Gordon, while 
the larg.r body of troope, UIlder General 
Earle, was alowly ascending the river. The 
deeert army consisted of llOO m.n with 1600 
camels, and was under the command of Sir 
Herb.rt Stewart. On the 29th· of December 
the forc. oterted OIl illl march to Gakdul 
We1ls. On the 1st of January, 1885, a me ... 
sage from Gordon said, "Khartt1m all right;" 
but it ... me probable that this, ao well as 
some Ia.ter messages, were designed as much 
for the ey .. of thoe. who might intercept 
them as for those who were fighting their 
way onward. On the 14th Stewart had 
reached Gakdul, and three days afterwarde 
defeated the Mahdi's forces after a, severe 
encounter at Abu Klea Wells, and again in 
two days at Gubat, where the general was so 
severely wounded that he never recovered, 

. and di.d before tbe .nd of the cempaign. 
On the 21st there was '8. reconnaissance in 

force at Metammeh, assisted by four steamers 
.. nt down by Gen.ral Gordon, with the m .... 
oage, "All right at Khartdm. Could hold· 

out for yeam in dated December 29th. But 
the enemy was even then closing round Khar
tdm, and there was treachery within the walls. 
Sir Oherl .. Wiloon, leaving for the city with . 
two steamers and a detachment of troops OD 

the 24th of January, arrived ao fer ao Tutti, 
wh ... h. eaw beyond the treee that the island 
and the stre.1ll of Khert1lm and the outer 
plaine were covered with a great aooembly of 
dervish .. with i!&unting bannere. No Egyp
tian flag was ftying anywbere, 8Ild no signal 
fire of gun Dor friendly sign was given from 
the pelace or from any place of outlook; but 
Gordon's boats and nugga.rs were seen lying 
beside the .banks on' the Omdurman side, 
which was occupied by the reb.ls. It wae all 
over. Khart1lm had fallen, not by assault 
but by'b'eachery. The second native officer 
in command had opened the gatee to the 
swarming enemy, the loyal potables and 
officers bad b .... put to the aword, the omaIl 

body of troops overwhelmed, and Gordon and 
his . faithful adherent. elain. Sir Cheri .. 
Wiloon could not .ffect any uoeful object by 
advancing further; the whole place was in 
the hands of the Mahdi's followers, and it was 
with great difficulty that the eteamero retired 
amidst a. heavy fire from the river banks. 
They were wrecked beyond the ~ta.ract i but 
thooe on board eoeeped to an island, wh.re 
they were in imminent danger, but whence & 

well.equipped stea.m.er was afterwards sent 
to f.tch them. It wae not till montbs later, 
in 1885, that few and dubiouo particularo of 
Gordon's death were obtained, and the British 

, expedition, which had ful1illed ouch a tre
mendous task and fought its way up the Nile 
and across the desert, did not leave the eoUD~ 
trj till the 1080 of Kbert1\m and the death of 
the man whom they had gone forth to reecu. 
ehowad that the enterprise and valour of 
Englieh ollic.ro and Englisli eoldiero and 
eailors bed b .... sp.nt in a task which might 
poeeibly have succeeded if it had been under
taken at an earlier date, but of the SUCceB!II of 
which there would bev. b .... very little pro
hability unl ... the exp.dition had been &eDt 
at a much earlier date than the knowledge in 
the poeeesoion of the government would have 
seemed to warraut. 
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As it was, the cournge and ex.traordinary 
adaptability of the British fooces had been 
shown by their victories over vast numbers 
of savages, who were, however, utterly leal'l--
1..., and fought desperately if they fought 
deeultorily. Our troope were obliged to go 
through enormous exertion and long and 
painful march .. in an arid desert where the 
heat was teni1iC; the climate e>:hauating, and 
they were compelled to adopt the native ex· 
pedient of forming stockaded camps or seribal; 
but nothing stopped their progrees or shook 
their determination. We paid dearly for our 
interposition, however, not only in mooey but 
in men, and in the number of brave and ao
complished officers who were sla.in or died of 
their wounds before the close of the campaign. 

It w .. still necessary to protect the Red Sea 
ports. and to keep that portion of the Soudan 
which was adjacsnt to Suakim and Massowa 
clea.r of the followers of Osman Digma.. The 
campaign in the Soudan bad shown that the 
energy and pluck for which our men have 
always been famous were maintained, and at 
Suakim there soon appeared evidences that 
these qualities are conspicuous in those scions 
of the British race who form our greatest 
colonies on the other side of the world. 

When it was known in Australia. that au. 

army was to be actively employed in Egypt 
for the relief of Khartftm., the rescue of its 
heroic defeDder,. and the maintenance of 
European interests by protecting the Suez 
Canal and the Red Sea ports as the highway 
to our great Eastern possessioDB, the people of 
New South Wales and the sister colonies were 
eager and anxious to aid the mother country 
and support th~ empire. The premier, the 
late Honourable Alexander Stuart, was away 
on a journey for the benefit of his health, but 
the Honourable William Bede Dalley. the 
attorney-general, atr JUce took an active part 
in enthusiastically promoting the forma.tion 
of an Australasian force j and on the 3rd of 
March, 1885. the New South Wales contingent 
left Sydney for Suakim. This w .. the firet 
time that troops from the Australian colonies 
had taken any part in an armed defence of 
the empire i and when, on the 29th, these 
colonial comrades were eneamped beside the 

forces of the mother country on the asndy 
plain near Suakim the occasion was one for 
8. genuine display of enthusiasm, the heart
beat of which w .. felt, not only by our soldiers 

. and sailors, who cheered their comrades from 
the younger Britain at the Antipodes, but 
throughout the British Isles. 

The arrival of these troope in the Iberia 
was an historics.1 event. They consisted of 
28 officers, 500 privates, 33 men of ·the am
bulan .. oorp. and 30 of the artillery. all under 
the' command of Colonel Richardson; and 
their drill, military bearing, and subsequent 
sma" co-aperation and effectiveness elicited 
general approval, while their genuine cama
raderie enlisted the good-will of their British 
comrades. General. Graham himself met them 
on their way to the camp after their arrival, 
and they at once -entered upon active service 
with our men, who received them with ap. 
pla.use and welcome. 

In April. 1885. the army of Lord Wolseley 
was being gradually withdrawn from the 
country. In July intelligence CAme of the 
death of the Mahdi from smallpox; but. as 
is the way with these fana.tics, whose WsUlTec
tion bad been only half religious, or perhaps 
pretendedly so, but was instigated by sla.ve
owners and taken up by Arab natives, who 
writhed under the extortions of the pashas, 
the false prophet bad named a. successor, and 
Osman Digme. was still active where we were 
driving bim from the Red Sea coast. There 
was little expectation, therefore, of the entire 
withdrawal of British troops either from 
Egypt proper and Cairo or from Suakim and 
Massowa.; but. as time went on the insurrection 
became more languid, and the necessity for 
maintaining a large armed force disappeared. 

We must now return to the subje.ct of 
British politic8.! progr .... and. to the striking 
advance proposed in a measure, the ca.rrying 
of which at a. time when the heavy responsi~ 
bilities of the Egyptian problem. the affairs 
of Ireland. and the threatened bostilities of a 
Russian army on the frontier of Afgbanistan 
were all. pressing upon the administration, 
showed that the' government felt few if auy 
signs of weakn .... and that Mr. Gladstone and 
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his colleagues were determined to achieve some 
measure which should ma.rk the period of their 
holding office as one of distinctly Liberallegill
la.tion. 

The extension to counties of a franchise 
similar to or identical with that held in 
boroughs was, &0 to speak, a.n overdue measure. 
We have seen that in 1877 Mr. Trevelyan 
advocated uniformity iD. the burgh and county 
franchise and a redistribution of represent;&.. 
tion,' that Mr. Goschen was opposed to it, and 
that there was 80 little enthusiasm manifested 
on the question that the proposal was rejected; 
but it w .. then felt that the subject muet be 
revived at no distant date, and in 1884 the 
opportunity came. ~t was known that though 
the Conservatives a.t once offered opposition, 
the country was expecting at least an assimila.
tion of the franchise, and Mr. Gladstone, on 
the 29th of February, explained to perliament 
the principles on which a new Franchise Bill 
had been fram~d, and brought it hefore the 
houee for the firet reeding. 

The Agricultural Holdings Act had come 
into operation on the 1st of January, 1884. 
It was a measure which may be called a 

gradual a.nd natural development of justice 
to the tenant, who at one time had no pro
perty whatever in any improvements that he 
might ma.ke in soil, farm, barns, or home
stead; and if holding from year to year, was 
liable to receive notice a.t any time, and to be 
compelled to leave all his improvements be
hind for the h.nefit of the landlord. The 
aame conditions existed on the termination of 
a I .... , and the result had bee.. thet the 
land became impoverished because tenants 
would only spend money 6n improvements 
intended to yield an immediate, and not 
a permanent, ad vantage. The Agricultural 

. Holdings Act of 1875 had been "permissive,» 
enabling landlords to contract themselves out 
of Ita provisions. This aot was practically 
swept away by that- of 1883,-which provided 
thet when the tenant quits, and not hefore, 
he is to be paid by the landlord cc such aUlD 

as fairly represents the value of the improve
ment to an inooming tenant." 
. It was natural that when this measure 

1 VoL lv. p. 808. 

became law the County Franchise Bill should 
be hrought forward withont delay. The 
agriculturallahourer had greatly advanced in 
intelligence, and his claim to the privileges 
which had been accorded to the workmen and 
labourers in boroughs could not be denied. 
-On the 29th of February Mr. Gladetone ex
plained the principles of the proposed bill in 
a speech distinguished for clearness and for the 
moderation of its arguments. The question, 
as he said, had been so far advanced. by 
public discussion as to make it unnecessary to 
enter into any general argument further than 
to eay, that the bill wae introduced in ful
filment of a pledge, in obedience to a widely
expressed demand, and for the purpoee of 
adding strength to the state. It was unneees
eary to argue the case of the cl..... to he 
enfranchised, as it had been admitted hy the 
legislatiou in the case of boroughs fifteen 
years before, and had been approved by those 
fifteen yeaN experience. Amidst grea~ cheer
ing, which was not confined to the Liberal 
aide of the house, he said: "I am Dot pre
pared to discuss admission to the fnr.nchise 
now as it was discussed fifty yea.rs ago, when 
Lord John Russell had to state with almost 
hated breath that he expected to add in the 
three kingdoms half a million to the constitu
encies. It is Dot now a. question of nicely 
calculated less or more. I take my stand upon 
the broad principle, that the enfranchisement 
of capahle citizens, be they few or be they many 
:.-and if they be many so much the bettor-is 
an addition to the strength of the state. The 
strength of the modern state lies in the repre

sentative. system. I rejoice to think that in 
this happy country and in this happy conetitn
tion we have other sources of strength in the 
respect paid to the various oroers of the state, 
in the authority they enjoy, and in the un
broken course which has been allowed to most 

of our national traditions. But still, in the 
main, it is the representative system which is 
the strength of the modern state in general, 
and of the state of this country in particular!' 
The government scheme he represented pro
posed to .nfl ..... chiao the county population 
by placing them on the same footing as the 
householders in towns, who had. in aU senses, 
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shown themselves worthy of the confidence 
with which they had been treated. The main 
constituents of the county population ,,!ere, 
after all, the artisans, the miners, and the 
small tradesmen of the'rural towns, and in 
addition to these the agricultural IAboure.'S. 
That these new voters' would prove capable 
citizens, qualified to make good uae of tbeir 
votes, was already indicated by the elections 
made under the first and second Reform 
Bills in places which they c:lassJl(! as towns, 
but- which were, in fact, rural commuDities 
based upon a. peasant constituency. Mr. 
Gl.datone defended the agricultural labourer 
against the charge that he was inferior to the 
skilled artisan, on the ground that many more 
things were left for bim to de>-many things 
which required the exercise of native intel
ligence; and in this way he stood on a different 
footing to the artisan, whose physical powers 
were tied down to one mechanical exercise of 
them. "If he (the agricultural labourer) h .. 
one defect," said Mr. Gladstone, "it is that 
he is too ready to work with and under the 
influence of his superiors.1J That, however, 
he reminded the house, was So defect that the 
opponente of the bill would be least apt to 
bring against him. The existing conditions 
of the fl'anchise were anomalous, inasmuch as 
persons whose conditions and qualifications 
were analogous were able to vote in one place 
but not in another; while others who were 
voters in one place lost their privilege by 
crossing a real or imaginary boundary (the 
river Clyde, for instance). in search of, or in 
continuance of their work. 

Describing the provisions of what he called 
the affirmative eide of the bill, he stated that 
the (( ancient rights» franchises in boroughs 
would be left untouched, and the household 
franchise of 1867, and the lodger franchise, 
would aiso be undisturbed. The franchi.e 
for a holding of .£10 clear yearly value would 
be extended to the oecupation of land held 
without houses or buildings, and a new fran
chise would be created, a "service franchise,"1 

1 ThIs gave the fraDchlae to IUI1 man InhBbilfng 
" dwelling-boUle by "Wue of 8IlJ ofD.cs, lienice. OJ' 

emplo:ym.eDt. that dwelllug.ho1U8 Dot beiDS occupied 
by any penon under whom sucb man aervea in sucb 
omoe, service, OJ' employment.. 

for persons who inhabited a legal house, but 
neither as occupiers nor tenants. The borough 
franchise would therefore be the .£10 fran
chise, the lodger franchise, the "service" 
franchise, and tbe household franchise of the 
act of 1867. In the county franchise. the 
.£50 f .. anchise would be abolished for the oake 
of eimplicityand uniformity; the .£12 saleable 
value franchise of 1867 would be reduced to 
£10 yearly value, and the service, lodger, and 
household franchises of the borougbe would 
be imported into the counties. 

These cbanges would be introduced mutatil 
mutandil into Scotland and Ireland, the 
borough and county franchises in the three 
kingdome would be placed on an identical 
footing, and in each of the three kingdoms the 
occupation franchise would be four-.:fifths of 
the whole. In Scotland every one would be 
left to enjoy all the peculiarities of borough 
representation already possessed there; and 
.. in England, the .£50 landholding franchise 
would be absorbed as unnecessary to both 
countries, while the £14 occupation franchise 
would be reduced to £10 clear annual value, 
as in England. The case of Ireland was more 
complex, as that country already possessed 
a £4 voting value franchise, given, howevel', 
in respect of land alone. This would be 
abolished, and in its pl~ would be a county 
franchise of £10 of clear annual value; the 
lodger, service, and household franchises would 
be extended to Ireland. 

The property franchise in counties would 
rem~ unaltered, and no condition as to 
residence would be imposed; but to prevent 
abuses the bill would disqualify incorporeal 
hereditement... capable of being used for the 
creation of fictitious votes, excepting tithe
rent charges and hereditemente acquired by 
descent, marriage settlements, and wills. No 
ODe in the kingdom would be disfranchised; 
every one who was the head of a. household 
would become 8. voter; The lodger and 
service franchises were to be regarded only 
as enlargements of household suffrage; and 
whenever the bill proposed to prevent the 
creation .of fraDcbises hereafter identified in 
principle I with Bome already existing, it was 
not propo.ed to interfere with right.. already 
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.acquired. Mr. Gladstoue said the govern· 
ment looked not to the perfect or the Utopian, 
but to the attainable, and they would not 
incur the certainty of foundering by "deck
loading" their measure. Parliamentary re-
form COIlBisted of extension of the fmnchise, 
registration, and the redistribution of seats. 
The government would be prepared with 
.a bill on registration when this bill had 
made sufficient progress; but it. would be 
futile to attempt to deal with redistribution. 
'The effect of joining redistribution with the 
franchise bitherto had been that redistri
bution had always been of & trifling char
acter. Such a combina.tion would arouse local 
-opposition, and, according to experience with 
former bills, would lengthen discussion and 
lead to complic8ted embarrassment.. Redis
tribution, he admitted, ought to follow in the 
next session, but he refused to be drawn into a 
trap by the question, "Tell U8 then your plan." 
He had DO objection, however, to give his own 
views, without binding any of bis colleagues, 
.as to the principles which should govern re
distribution, and he would not take such a 
.step if he believed that those views were 
vitally in contrast with any views which 
!prevailed in the cabinet. 
• Mr. Gladstone thought that the bill must 
be nearer to the measure of 1831 than to that 
-of 1867, but he pronounced his objection to 
the system of electoral districts or the adoption 
.of any pure population scale. His objection 
was simply of a practiea.l character, as the 
.adoption of electoral districts would involve 
a great deal of unnecessary displacement and 
.disturbance of conditions which should be 
respected; but the most important objection 
was that he did not believe tha.t public opinion 
required or would warrant it, while in a. sound 
measure of redistribution the distinction of 
town and country, known r.s borough and 
'8hire, ought to be maintained. The franchise 
~88 nearly identical, but the question was 
whether there was not in the pursuita and 
associations of the place and ita social circum
stances a difference between town and country 
- between borough and shire-which it 
would be expedient, becoming, and useful to 
maintain. ~e would respeot within moderate 

limits the individuality of constituencies, and 
not attempt to place towns which bad had 
representation lor many generations precisely 
on the same footing as towns that had not. 
Another principle to which be would call 
attention WS& tbat very large and highly 
concentrated populations need DO; and, per
haps, ought not, to have quite Be bigh 
a proportional share in the representation 
of the country as rural and dispersed popu
lations, because the action of political powe~ in 
these concentrated masses is sharper, quicker, 
and more vehement. That consideration 
must apply mainly to the metropolis. ~n

other proposition was that he would not 
reduce the proportional share of representa
tion accorded by the existing law to Ireland. 
In the case of Ireland, as in the case of some 
other parts of the conntry, regard should be 
had. to relative nearness and distance. In 
Scotland, for ex8.mple, the nearest part is 350 
miles off, and parts of it a.re between 600 and 

700 mil .. off. It was impossi:'le to say that 
numerical representation met the case, though 
it was pretty well made up for by the shrewd
ness of the men whom Scotland sent, but tha:t 
was in virtue of the fortune which caused so 
excellent a choice. Undoubtedly the repre
sentation was exercised unqer. great diffi
culties, and it was fair that those parts of 
the country which, like Scotland and Ireland, 
are separated by great distances, not omitting 
tho element of tho sea, should be liberally 
considered in regard to the proportion of their 
members. One other proposition he brought 
forward without emphasizing it as a final 
opinion. Speaking roughly, it would happen 
that smaller boroughs, so many of which were 
in the south of England, must yield seats for 

, London and other great towns, for the counties, 
and for Scotland and tho north of England, 
which had perhaps the largest and most 
salient claims. That operation would lead 
under the a.J.tered circumstances of parliam.ent 
and its increasing business, to a proposition 
for I\. limited addition to the Dumber of ita 
members. There would be all the propositions 
with regard to minority representation and 
to modes of voting, and these important 
subjects would have to be fully considered. 
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He had BeeD no cause to change the opinion 
he had always entertained with regard to 
them. He admitted their claims to the full 
and impartial consideration of padiament. 

From direct opposition the Franchi .. Bill 
was in no danger, though the object of one 
of the amendments was to refuse to consider 
it, but it had much danger to encounter from 
indirect opposition. Of this he was not 
afraid, unl... it were aggravated by the 
danger of friendship-for there was a danger 
of friends ~estroying the measure by additions 
which it would not bear. Mr. Gladstone con
cluded a speech, which lasted nearly two 
hours, by saying: "If I may presume to 
render advice it is this-ask yourselves 
whether the measure is worth having, what 
does it do, and what does it do in comparison 
with .what has been done before. In 1832 
there was passed .what was cOllSidered a 
magna charta of British liberties. But that 
magna oharta of British liberties added, ac
cording to the estimate of Lord John RUBBell, 
half a million, and according to the results 
considerably less than half a millioD, to the 
entire constituency of the three countries. In 
1866 the total constituency reached 1,136,000. 
By the bills peesed between 1867 and 1869 
that number was raised to 2,448,000; and 
now under the existing law the constituencies 
have reached, in round numbers, wha.t I may 
call 3,000,000. What is to be the increase 
that we are going to make! The best results 
I can attain are these. The bill, if it passes 
as we present it, will add to the English 
constituency over 1,300,000. It will add to 
theSeotchconstitnency-Scotland being better 
provided for in this respect than either of the 
other countries-over 200,000, and to the 
Irish constituency over 400,000; or in the 
main to the present aggregate constituency 
of the United IRingdom, now taken at 
3,000,000, it will add 2,000,000 more, nearly 
twice as much as was added since 1867, and 
~oi-e than four times as much as was added 
in 1832. Surely, I say, that is worth doing, 
that is worth not endangering, that is worth 
some sacrifice. I hope the house will look at 
it as the Liberal perty in 1831 looked at the 
Reform Bill of that date, and determine that 

they will. waive criticism of minute detail,. 
waive particular prejudices and predilections,. 
and will look at the broM scope and general 
effect of the measure. Do that upon this
occasion. It is & bill worth having. Again 
I say it is a bill worth your not endangering. 
Let us enter into no by~way which would 
lead us off the peth which is marked straigh~ 
before us. Let there be no wandering on the
hill~tops of speculation, or into the' morasses 
and quagmires of doubt. We are firm in the 
faith that enfranchisement is good, and the
people may be trusted, and that the voters. 
under constitution are the strength· of the 
co.nstitution. • • • What we want in order to 
carry this bill, considering, as I fully believe, 
that the large majority of ~ country
the very large majority-are in favour of its. 
principlei what we want in order to carry it is 
union, and union only. What will endanger it 
is disunion, and disunion only. Let DS hold 
firmly together and ElUccess will crown your 
efforts. You will, as much as any former 
parliament that bas conferred great legislative 
benefits on the nation, have your reward, and 
read your history in a nation's eyes; for you 
will have deserved all the benefits you will 
have conferred. You will have made a strong 
nation stronger still-stronger in union with
out, and stronger agaiD8~ its foes (if and when 
it has any foes) within; stronger in union 
between class and clB&'I, and in rallying all 
classes and portions of the community in one 
Bolid, compact mass round the ancient throne 
which it has loved so well, and round the 
constitution now to be more than ever free 
and more than ever powerful." 

These then were the outlines of the large 
measures for political progress which the 
government of Mr. Gladstone had determined 
toca.rrythrough parliament, but those measures 
had to be fought for step by step and stage 
by stage. It was scarcely a secret that, Lord 
Salisbury desired to force a dissolution, and 
while some of the Conservatives-including 
Lord Randolph Churchill, who afterward. 
played at 4eserting his party, only to return 
when his importance was. recognized and ac.
knowledged by his political cbief-were op
posed to the extension of the franchise, nearly 
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all of them were against the introduction of 
the Franchise Bill without its being coupled 
with that for the redistribution of seats. 

The extension of the franchise to Ireland 
and the accession to the Dumber of repre
sentatives indicated by the suggestion of the 
lines of the redistribution proposals, at once 
raised the question o~ possible danger from 
the future Irish vote. Ninety Irish repre
sentatives in the House of Commons would, 

it was thought, be a possibly prepond.rating 
influence. The opposition to the bill for 
extending the franchise, however, was chiefly 
confined to the demand that a redistribution 
bill should be mad. operative at the same 
time; but Lord John Manners failed to 
carry an amendment to this effect, and though 
it was assailed by Mr. Goschen, the bill, 
supported by Mr. Forster, Mr. Bright, Mr. 
Chamberlain, and Lord Hartington in the 
absence of Mr. Gladstone, who was Buffering 
from a serious indisposition, passed the second 
reading. The opposition was renewed in 
committee, and after a proposal moved by 
Mr. Brodrick to limit the opention of the 
measure to Grea.t Britain had been defeated 
there was a bitter debate on an amendment 

by Colonel Stauley to postpone the operation 
of the bill till a measure for the redistribution 
of seats had become law. This too was lost by 
a majority of 276 to 182, and there was little 
further discussion, except on Mr. Woodall's 
proposal to add to the bill a clause for includ
ing women in the franchise. Mr. Gladstone 
emphatically refused to consider Buch a pro
vision, which, he said, should not be made 
part of the bill witbout the opinion of the 
country being taken, as it was & new question 
not affected by party considerations, and 
affecting the political status of half. a million 
of persons. Mr. Gladstone agreed to consider 

tu be postponement of the operation of the 
~hi~ till the 1st of January, 1885; and on the 
was D",f J uue he moved the third reading, 
whether "Ispecial and serioua Dote of the report 
associatioDI.lIoUS8 of Lords intended to throw 
-stances a dift naure, and according an emphatic 
- between b''!ot the dRnger that would ensue 
."ould be expea·rs•. The bill p .... d the third 
maintain. ~e WO\& division by reason of the 

opposition having agreed among themselves 
to withdraw from the bouse; but when it 
was brought up to the Lords an amendment 
was proposed by Lord Cairns not to assent 
to it without either provision for a redis
tribution of seats or adequate security that & 

redistribution bill would be passed before en
franchisement came into operation. This was 
carried by 205 against 146, with the result 
that the government announced that all the 
ministerial measures of legislation would be 
abandoned, except those that were merely 
formal or absolutely necessary, that an ar
rangement might be made for proroguing 
parliament as soon as p088ible and holding 
an autumn session, when the measure would 
be reintroduced. It is to be noted that both 
the arehbishops and ten bishops voted against 
Lord CsirDB's amendment, ouly one bishop 
(Bristol and Gloucester) supporting it. On 
the 10th of July, at a great meeting of the 
Liberal pa.rtyat the foreign office, Mr. Glad
stone pointed out the novelty of the aEertion 
that tbe Lords, who had no constituents, had 
• right to compol an appcal to the country 
whenever they chose to im~aine that the 
country had changed its mind and wished to 
return a different House of Commons. That 
was the right of the ministry of the day 
whenever it was of that opinion, but then it 
sent its OWD adherents to the country as well 
&8 the adherents of its antagonists. 

The government had offered tbeleaderof the 
Tories in the House of Lords a compromise 
during the recent struggle. They had pro
posed to pass in both hous.. an identical 
resolution declaring tbat each hou.. had 
passed the Francbise Bill in reliance on the 
promise of the government to introduce & 

redistribution bill next session, and to embody 
this resolution in an addreu to the crown 80 

that all tbree elements of the legislature 
would be in possession of this pledga «This 
proposal," Mr. Gladstone said, "was rejected 
by Lord Sa1iabury on the ground that he was 
not going to disco89 the Redistribution Bill 
with &. rope round bis neck"-that is, a 
franchise act which would already have been 
passed, and under which, if at all, the party 
must appeal to the people. 
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all of them were against the introduction of 
the Franchise Bill without its being coupled 
witb that for the redistribution of seats. 

The extension of the franchise to Ireland 
and the accession to the number of repre
sentatives indicated by the suggestion of the 
lines of the redistribution proposals, at once 
raised the question o~ possible danger from 
the future Irish vote. Ninety Irish repre
sentatives in the House of Commons would, 
it was thought, be a poosibly preponderating 
influence. The opposition to the bill for 
extending the franchise, however, was chiefly 
confined to the demand that a redistribution 
bill should be made operative at the same 
time; but Lord J abn Manners failed to 
carry an amendment to this effect, and though 
it was assailed by Mr. Goschen, the bill, 
supported by Mr. Forster, Mr. Bright, Mr. 
Chamber1aiD, and Lord Hartington in the 
absence of Mr. Gladstone, who was suffering 
from & serious indisposition, passed the second 
reading. The opposition was renewed in 
committee, and after a proposal moved by 
Mr. Brodrick to limit the operation of the 
measure to Great Britain had been defeated 
there was a bitter debate on an amendment 
by Colonel Stanley to postpone the operation 
of the bill till & measure for the redistribution 
of seata had become law. This too was lost by 
A majority of 276 to 182, and there W8B little 
further discussion, except on Mr. Woodall's 
propOS&! to add to the bill a clauae for includ
ing women in the franchise. Mr. Gladstone 
emphatically refused to consider such & pro
vision, wbich, he said, should not be made 
part of the bill without the opinion of the 
country beiDg taken, as it was a new question 
not affected by party considerations, and 
affecting the political status of half. a. million 

\ of persons. Mr. Gladstone agreed to consider 
l:~e postponement of the operation of the 
bil'!{il~ the lBt of January, 1885; and on the 
26th ,,\' June he moved the third reading, 
taking l"!Specinl and serious note of the report 
that the \aouae of Lords intended to throw 
out the m~ure, and according an emphatic 
protest agai""t the danger that would ensue 
from Buch a co"rae. The bill passed the third 
reading withollt \a diviaion by reason of the 

opposition having agreed among themselves 
to withdraw from the house j but when it 
was brought up to the Lords a.n amendment 
W8B proposed by Lord Cairns not to &BBent 
to it without either provision for 8. redis
tribution of seats or adequate security that a 
redistribution bill wonld be passed before en
franchisement came into operation. This was 

carried by 205 against 146, with the result 
that the government announced that all the 
ministerial measures of legislation would be 
abandoned, except those that were merely 
formal or absolutely necessary, that an ar· 
rangement might be made for proroguing 
parliament as soon as possible And holding 
an autumn session, when the measure would 
be reintroduced. It is to be noted that both 
the arehbisbops and ten bishops voted against 
Lord Cairnis amendment, only one bishop 
(Bristol and Gloucester) supporting it. On 
the 10th of July, at a great meeting of the 
Liberal party at the foreign office, Mr. Glad
stone pointed out the novelty of the assertion 
that the Lords, who had no constituents, had 
& right to compel an appral to the country 
whenever they chose to imagine that the 
country had changed its mind and wished to 
return a different House of Commons. That 
was the right of the miniBtrJ of the day 
whenever it was of that opinion, but then it 
sent its own adherents to the country as well 
8B the adherents of its antagonists. 
. The government had offered theleaderof the 
Tories in the Bouse of Lords a compromise 
during the recent struggle. The,. had pro
posed to pass in beth bous.. an identical 
resolution declaring th.t eacb houae had 
passed the Frencbise Bill in relian .. on the 
promise of the government to introduce a 
redistribution. bill next session, and to embody 
this resolution in an address to the crown 80 

that alI three elements of the legialature 
would b. in _eaaion of this pledge. "This 
proposal," Mr. Gladstone said, "was rejected 
by Lord &lisbury on the ground that he W8B 

Dot going to discuss the Redistribution Bill 
with a rope round bis neck "-that is, a 
franehise aet whieh would alread,. have been 
passed, and under which, if at all, the party 
must appeal to the people. 
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There was a good deal made of the state
ment that Lord Salisbury had-aaid "with a 
rope round his neckj" and Sir Stafford North~ 
cote explained to the house that what had 
really been said was, "My lords, what' we 
want is not only & Redistribution Bil~ hut 

, a Redistribution Bill that we can handle;' 
something which, if manifestly unjust, we 
should be able to modify. How should we 
he able to modify it if we had /hi< pi.tol put 
to ..... head.: • Unless you pass this bill you 
shall have no bill at all, and you go to the 
country with a new enfranchisement on the old 
constituencies!' We sball have no power over 
such a bill, and, therefore, not even if they 
were absolutely to promise, they could not, if 
they once allowed this measure to pMS out of 
their and our hands, engage to us that we 
should have a free hand in modifying the 
details of redistribution." 

Much bitter contention followed, but though 
parliament was prorogued for a late session, 
and some legislative measures were abandoned 
in consequence, attemptB at a cOUlpromise had 
at any rate been begun, and BOme members of 
the House of Lords had been seriously regard
ing their position. Lord Salisbury, Lord 
Cadogan, and other peers would not yield to 
the demand of the Commons. Before the pro
rogation that demand had, however, gone 
beyond parliament, and was being preferred 
by the people. Lord Salisbnry had striven 
to force an appeal to the constituencies before 
the passing of the Frenchise Bill. and the 
constituencies, under their leaders, were 
ta.king the matter up in their own way-the 
Liberals on one side, the Conservatives on the 
other. A ma.ss meeting in Hyde Park, num
bering from 40,000 to 100,000, included a 
large number of unenfranchised labourers, 
and 8. great procession, on its way to the place 
of meeting, marched by Parliament Street, 
Pall MaJI, Chacing Cro ... and Piccadilly. The 
next day Lord Salisbury was at a large meet
ing at Sheffield, where he indulgeJ in some-
what indisereet language, calling the House 
of Commons the most servile house that ever 
sat at Westminster, and saying "the govern
ment set up all sorta of sbama and counter
feits, they descend into the streets, they call 

for processions j they imagine that 30,000 
Radicals, going to amuse tbemselves on a cer
tain given day, express the public opinion of 
the country . . . they attempt legislation 
by picnic . . . they will resist to the 
hest of their power the legitimate appeal. A 
party can speak by processions and den:.onstJ"a.. 
tions, but the nation can only speak at the 
polling-booths, lUld any attempt to substitute 
the counterfeit voice, which is manufactured 
by the caucus, will assuredly not lead to a 
true ascertainment of the feelings of the people, 
and will he bitterlyand indignantly repudiated 
when the people have their voice." A great 
Liberal gathering at Pomona Gardens, Man
chester, where Mr. Bright and Lord Harting
ton addressed the audience, was followed by 
other assemblies, notably one at St. James's 
Hall, where Mr. John Morley, who presided, 
said, "Be sure that no power on earth can 
separate henceforth the question of mending 
tbe House of Commons from the question of 
mending or ending the House of Lords." 

At Birmingham Mr. Bright and Mr. 
Chamberlain spoke, the latter saying, Cf During 
the last one hundred years the House of Lords 
has never contributed one iota to popular 
liberties or popular freedom, or done anything 
to advance the common weal, and during that 
time it has protected every.abuse and sbeltered 
every privilege. It has denied justice and 
delayed reform. It is irresponsible without 
independence, obstinate without courage, ar~ 
bitrary without judgment, and arrogant with~ 
out knowledge." 

Th .. e were the declarations and this the 
temper which had been aro\lsed by tbe atti
tude of the opposition in the Lords, and i~ 
ma.y be very well understood that the &~eni
ties were not much pr~moted when, a few days 
later, Lord Salisbury and Lord Randolph 
Churchill, havi~g apparently made up differ
ences which had divided them iu relation to 
the Conservative union, spoke from the same 
platform. 

The excitement which prevailed through
out the country during the recess bad the 
effect of emphasizing the ~ecessity for some 
compromise by which tbe two houses of 
the legislature might not ha brought into 
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ouch collisio~ that public feeling would be 
aroused aga.inst the Lords. There had been 
much exasperation, much exhibition of party 
feeling; and when parliament again met in 
October, though there was a desire for com~ 
promise, these obstacles to a mutual under
standing were maintained by the lords who 
claimed to represent the Conservative senti
ment.. But the Franchise Bill was read a 
first time without discussion on the 24th of 
October. On the day fixed for the second 
reading (November 6th) tbe government and 
the country had to mourn the loss of Professor 
Fawcett, who bad done 80 much to forward 
the measure. No alteration had been made 
in/the bill since it had left the house in July, 
and Mr. Gladstone therefore devoted his 
speech rather to the removal of obstacles to 
its paeeing tb.n to any explanation of its 
clauses, and he sounded a deep and true note 
of a desire for conciliation by assuring the 
Conservatives that the government honestly 
wish to take· them into its counsels on the 
provision of the forthcoming Redistribution 
Bill. This, with certain evidences at some 
by-elections of the condition of public feel
ing, somewhat altered the relative attitude 
of parties. The bill was read a second time 
on a division of 372 against 232. It was 
agreed that the Francbise Bill abould be 
paeeed by tbe Lords witbout delay, and that 
the government would then at once bring for
ward their scheme for redistribution of seats. 
Tbe first part of tbis arrangement woe earried 
out in the House of Lords before the close of 
the winter session of 1884, and received the 
royal assent on the 5th of December; and the 
Redistribution Bill waa also read a aeeond 
time in the House of Commons. 

By the time that parliament met in 1885 

Sir Stafford Northcote bad been "effaced" by 
being elevated to the upper house as Lord 
Iddesleigh, and this cbange was attributed 
to tbe inHuence of Lord Randolph Churchill. 
There were so ma.ny serions deba.tes and 
contentions over the proposed act for the 
redistributio~ of representation that it did 
not pass till June, 1885. 

Ita effect was, to disfranchise a. number of 
the .maller borougb. and distribute the seats 

thus obtained amongst the counties and the 
larger borougbe. This bad tbe effect, not, of 
course, of depriving the inhabitants of the 
small boroughs of votes and of representation, 
but of includiIJg tbeir franchise in the larger 
representation of county or division of county 
in which they are situate. The act provided 
that all borougbe witb a population of 1 ... 
than 15,000 "!>ould not have .eparate re
presentation, and that a borough having a 
population of between 15,000 and 20,000, 
and represented by two members, should 
only have one member. By these changes 81 
English, 2 Scoteb, and 22 Irisb borougbe lost 
separate representation, and 36 English 8Dd 
3 Irish boroughs lost each one member. Two 
Engliab counties (Rutland aod Hereford) loot 
a member, and the representation of the City 
of London was reduced from four to two 
members. ·There were, in addition, six seats 
for dispoeal, formerly belonging to borougbe 
disfranchised since 1867, and twelve seats 
were added by the act to tbe total number, 
tbe complete result being to give the govern
ment 178 aeats for distribution a.mong the 
oountiee and large towns of, the United King
dom, the large boroughs having au. increase 
of members in proportion to their population, 
tbe great metropolitan borough. being broken 
up into distinct divisions, eacb being repre- . 
sented according to its importance. Broadly 
stated, the effect of the act was to raise the 
total number of members from 652 (properly 
658, but 6 seats disfrauchised) to 670. Of 
tbeee 18 addition.l seats 6 to be given to 
England, 12 to Scotland. Borougbe with 
fewer than 15,000 inhabitants to ..... to be 
separately represented. Boroughs with fewer 
than 50,000 to return only one member. 
Boroughs with 60,000 to 16~,OOO to return 
two membe1'8. Boroughs with more than 
165,000 to have an additional member for 
every 50,000. All boroughs and counties 
returning more than one member to be 
divided into as many divisions as members, 
each diviaiou to return one member. Of the 
178 seats available for redistribution 96 to be 
given to the oounties and 82 to the boroughs
The metropolis to have 40 additional mem
bera. 
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The measme for the extension of the fran- I the attendanoe of Liberals in numbers suffi
chise had come into operation...oa the 1st of clent to secure a majority. The opposition 
January, 1885, as "The Representation of 
the People Act, 1884," and provided in plain 
and explicit terms for the extension to counties 
of the household and lodger franchises previ
ously existing in boroughs, and for the ",tab
lishment of these franchises on a uniform 
footing throughout the kingdom, and at the 
same time by expreE words conferred house
hold sulfrage on Ireland, which, before the 
possing of thio act, did not _ .... household 
suIfrage as England and Scotland, though the 
Irish Reform Act of 1868 had extended lodger 
franchise to Irioh borough& Until the act 
of 1884 no Irish householder was entitled to 
vote unless he was the occupier of J.a.nds or 
premises rated for the poor-ra.te at a net 
&DDual value of .£4 or upwanls. 

The Redistribution Act of 1885 transferred 
no seats from one country to another, and by 
ita operotion Irelaud had 103 and Wales 30 
seats. The principle of one-member (or 
district-member) representation was adopted 
and was much objected to by some politicians, 
among whom was Mr. Courtney, who resigned 
his position in the government rather than 
countenance the adoption of this method. 

That Mr. Gladstone's government should 
have been able to paes these important 
measures of parliamentary reform at a time 
when their difficulties in Egypt, their deter
mined relinquishment of previous domination 
over the Transvaal, and the enormous strain 
of Irish obstruction and disaffection were 
taxing their energies, showed that the Liberal 
party and the Lihera1leader were still power
ful; but the opposition was stil1 harassing the 
government, and there were symptoms that 
Mr_ Gladstone would not he unwilling to 
let them achieve the resultB of their agitation 
by coming into offios at a time when, if they 
had a policy to declare, it had need he a 
decisive one; and when the Conservatives 
determined to challenge the budget scheme 
brought forward by Mr. Childers, it was 

evident that the government had taken no 
remarkable precautiona against defeat. Mr. 
Gladstone was, in feet, afterworde accused of 
having" ridden for a fall- by not securing 
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given in June, 1885, by Sir Micbaol Hicka 
Beach to the financial echeme of Mr. Childers 
.... ehie1ly directed to the propoealo to in
crease the epirit duty and the boor duty, and 
the landed interest was alsc agaWst the 
budget which eontained provisions for equal
izing the "death duties, JJ so as to levy upon 
land an amount proportioned to tb&t levied 
upon porscnal property_ The propoeed amend
ment was earried by 284 votes to 252, and 
w .. followed by the resignation of the min-
istry-

The proepectB of the Con .. rvatives when 
Lord Sa1isbury succeeded in forming a minis
try .. ere of course 1argely dependent on what 
might be the operation of the new county 
fronchise and by the attitude which they 
assumed towards the Irish party. That 
attitude was undoubtedly one of concession, 
for the Irish vote had become of iroportance 
to the maintenance of 8. ministry in power, 
and Lord Carnarvon, who had taken the 
office·· of viceroy, declared his intention to 
apply to Ireland only the ordinary law; while 
it was intimated in the House of Commons 
that the Labourers' Bill would he prooeeded 
with, and a Land Porch .. e Bill would be 
introdueed- The ministry found that they 
bad made overtures to compoimd with a. 
party which .. ould demand more than then 
they could poooibly consent to conoode. 

On the dissolutiQD of parliament the result 
of the general elections was not such as the 
Conservative party had expected. The bal
ance of the voting in the counties was in 
favour of the Liberals, and, had it not been 
for the Irish vote, controlled, and even com
manded by Mr. Parnell, not ouly in Irelaud, 
but in Liverpool, Manchester, an~ some other 
places, the Conservatives would have been 
unable to expect even a temporary return to 
power_ Ae it was, though Lord Sa1isbury's 
ministry was again in power, it was found to 
depend upon the Home Rulers OT N atiow 
Leaguers for ita continuance, and at the same 
time the condition of affaiD in Ireland was 
again so threatening that immediate legis
lation on Irish affairs appeared to he iropera.-

88 
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tive. The government felt itself unable 
to support tbe implied pledg .. which bad 
been given to the Irish party, and one of ita 
first arrangements was for an inquiry with a 
view to determine what steps would have to 
be taken for the repression of the continued 
disturbances that existed there. Indirectly 
this acknowledgment of inability to deal with 
Ireland on the lin .. which the Home Rule 
party had been led to expect was a confession 
of inability to retain office; a.nd the first week 
in February, 1886, saw Mr. Gla.dston8 again 
prime.minister, with a cabinet consisting of 
more members of "Radical" opinionstban had 
ever before taken a leading part in the govern
ment, and a declared policy for Ireland which 
was to include concession to' Certain demands 
for Home Rule, and at the same time a pla.n 
for the pnrebase of land with a view to the 
establishment of a peasant proprietary. 

A Tory ministry had again the luck to in
herit a popul~ Liberal measure for parlia
mentary reform, and ~he Redistribution Bill 
W&e quickly paeeed through ite final steges, 
but the government could not command a 
working majority. The result of the polling 
in the General Election bad been the return 
of 333 Liberals, 251 Tories, and 86 Home 
Rulers; aud it soon became evident that the 
latter would only support the government on 
condition that the overtures which it was 
deeJared had been made to tbem, should be 
verified by some practical recognition of their 
demands. 

Mr. Gladstone, in the address which he_ 
had issued to the electors of Midlothian in 
September, 1885, had reviewed the more 
serious topics which had then occupied the 
attention of the legislature, and were the 
most essential conaiderations that could be 
entertained by any government which might 
be l'eturned to power. On the subject of 
Ireland he bad referred to the vast expansion 
of tbe representative system effected by so 
extending, the franchise that the maes of the 
people in boroughs,aa wellaa in counties, would, 
for the first time, by the free and almost un~ 
Bolidted gift of the legislaturs, bave improved 

• means of making known, through the Irisb 
members, their views and wishes in public 

affairs. He reminded his constituents that 
the grievances of Ireland, with which we had 
been historically too familia.r, before and since 
the Union, had at lengtb been happily re
moved; that the poison of religious ascen
dency in its various forms had been expelled 
from the country; that the condition of the 
cultivators of the soil,constituting the majority 
of the people, wbich bed been a OCBudai and 
a danger to the empire, had been funda
mentally improved; but he contended tbat 
the wants of Ireland had to be considered as 
wellaa her grievances. Ireland bad continued 
greatly in arrears of England and of Scotland 
with respect to the powers of localself-govern
ment, wbich associate the people in act and 
feeling with the law, and which lie at the 
root (as he believed) of political stability, of 
theharmonyof classes,andof nationalstrengtb. 
This, he urged, was a serious evil, the more 
to be regretted because both the circumstances 
and the geographical position of Ireland may 
appear to invest her, as a portion of the empire, 
with special claiDiiJ to a liberal interpretation 
and application of the principles which the 
people of Great Britain bave traditionally 
held so dear. 

He contended that whatever might be the 
obligations of the party then in power to those 
known in the existing parliament as Irish 
Nationalists, the Liberals of England and 
Scotland would have to draw the inspira
tions of their future policy from a. higher 

. source, and to cast aside the recollections of 
party action during the past few years, which 
ought not to prejudice in any way any just 
cla.ims of the Irish people. Neither should 
those claims be hindered on account of any 
premature and prejudicial words which might 
have been spoken in the acutest-that is the 
electioneering-stage of a long and bitter con~ 
troversy. In his opiDion, not then for the 
fi1"8t time delivered, the limit was clear witbin 
which any desires of Ireland coustitutionally 
aecertsined migbt, and beyond wbich tbey 
could not, receive the assent of parliament. 
To maintain tbe supremacy of the crown, the 
unity of the empire, and all the authority of 
parliament necessary for the conservation of 
that unity, was the first duty of every repre~ 
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sentative of the people. Subject to that 
governing principle every graM to natives of 
the country of enlarged powers for the manage
ment of their own affairs was, in his view, not 
a source of daDger, but & means of averting 
it, and was in the nature of a Dew guarantee 
for increased cohesion, bappiness, and strength. 

The main question was whether it was for 
the interests of all the three conntries that 
the thorough and enduring harmony which 
had been long established, but only after cen· 
turi .. of manful atrife, between England and 
Scotland, should include Ireland slso. His 
personal answer to the question was: cc ~ 

believe history and posterity will eonsign to 
disgrace the Dame and memory of every man, 
be he who he may, and on whichever side of 
the Channel he may dwell, that, having the 
power to aid in an equitable settlement be
tween Ireland and Great Britain, shall use 
that power not to aid but to prevent or to 
retard it. If the duty of working for this 
end cannot be doubted, then I trust that, on 
the ODe hand, Ireland will remember that sbe 
too is subject to the authority of reason and 
justice, and cannot always plead the wrongs 
of other days in bar of submission to them; 
and that the two sister kingdoms, aware of 
their overwhelming strength, will dismiss 
every fear except that of doing wrong, and 
will mllke yet another effort to complete a 
reconciling work, which has already done 80 

much to l"edeem the past, and, which, when 
completed, will yet more redound to the 
honour of our legislation and our race." 

Tbis address, in itself, was an expression of 
opinion so distinctly in favour of offering a 
large measure of conciliation to the supporters 
of Home Rule, as to deepen the general im
pression that Lord Salisbury's government 
was not now adverse to a very considerable 
advance in the sam~ direction. It was known 
that Mr. Gladstone, in face of the grave issues 
which he believed depended upon a prompt 
decision to deal with the claims of the Irish 
party by large concessions, was ready to make 
the discussion of the Irish question inde.
pendent of party, and to meet Lord Salisbury 
with a view to come to some agreement in the 
adoption of a wide and inclusive measure. 

It was asserted that some such proposition 
had been mad",in the cabinet, and had there 
been supported by Lord Carnarvon, who then 
still held the office of Viceroy for Ireland, 
which he had agreed to fulfil for a limited 
period, at the expiry of which he resigned it, 
in accordance with hiB rep' esentation that 
private affairs demanded his attention. It 
was said that Lord Randolph Chur~hill also 
agreed with the proposal, and that it was 
regarded with some favour by Lord Salisbury 
himself; but that the majority of the cabinet 
were opposed to it. Lord Salisbury after· 
wards contradicted these latter representa
tions. 

Before the meetingof parliament in January, 
1886, there had been strong evidences of a 
division of opinion in the Liberal party on 
the attitude which it was assumed would be 
taken by Mr. Gladstone in regard to Home 
Rule. What may be called the extreme view 
in favour of a Dew departure in legislating for 
Ireland was expressed by Mr. John Morley, 
who, though he stood on independent ground, 
distmctly indicated, in a speech which he 
made at Chelmsford to celebrate the Liheral 
successes in Essex, that he, and those who 
thought as he did, were prepared for such a 
considerable degree of Home Rule as would 
give to Ireland an .... mhly for legislating on 
all but imperial measures in relation to the 
government of that country, and would remove 
from the Imperial Parliament the preponder
ating influence which enabled Irish members 
to retard legislation, to reject bills, and to 
control the fate of ministries only for the 
purpose ~f obstruction, in order to keep Irish 
grievances in the foreground. Above all, he 
plaiuly declared that it was the duty of the 
Liberal party, in accordance with their implied 
undert.aking, to make a decided endeavour to 
.. ttle the question of Home Rule, the first 
consideration on the meeting of parliament. 

On the other hand Sir James Stephen, Mr. 
W. G. H. Lecky, the historian, and other 
distinguished authorities were of opinion that 
to grant to Ireland anything resembling an 
independent assembly for the purpose of local 
self~government, would result in an actually 
independent parliament in which Home Rule 
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would mean the dismemberment of the empire. 
Those wbo held these views regarded the 
restoration of individual liberty by the 
application of laws agaiDBt agrarian crime, 
boycottiug, and intimidation to be the first 
consideration. 

These opinions were entirely opposed to the 
contentions of Mr. Morley, nor were they 
much more fa.vourable to the intermediate 
conclusions advocated by Mr. Childers, who, 
while he denounced any course which might 
appear to imply a separation of Great Britain 
and Ireland, or a partial repeal of the Union 
and an interference with the power of parlia.
ment, coDaidered that a distinction might be 
mRde between actually imperial matters (in
cluding customs, excise, the post-office and 
telegrsphe, the High Court of Appeal, the 
coinage, the currency, and the nationaJ. debt) 
and the ordinary adminietration of justice, 
public eetabliehmento, the poor-lawe, the 
civilian police,· education, and public works 
and buildings. In short, he advocated the 
eetablishment in Ireland of a degree of local 
self-government Buch 88 may be said to 
have been long exercised in Scotland. The 
radical electors of Pontefract were so little 
in accord with"Mr. Childers' restricted views 
that Iie probably would not have s.cured the 
seat but for the refusal of more advanced 
politicians to divide the Liberal party by 
contesting it with him. 

Though there appeared at that time to be 
little difference between various members of 
the Liberal party, except that of the degres 
of Home Rt>le which should be granted to 
Ireland, and the manner in which an Irish 
assembly should be constituted as an inde· 
pendent authority in local sell-government, 
it Boon became apparent that a more shaTply
defined division of the pa:rty was impending. 
Mr. Morley's declarations may be aaid to 
have sounded the first notes of conflict. 
There had already been 8ymptona of a divi_ 
sion between the sections respectively re
presented by Lord Hartington and Mr. 
Chamberlain, each of whom had his own pIau 
of dealing with the land question, but Mr. 
Ulad.tons had by his personal inflnence pre. 

. vented any actual breach. Now, however, ~t 

appeared that neither Mr. Chamberlain nor 
Lord Hartington would support such pro
positions as those pnt forward by Mr. John· 
Morley, who had at the Barne time declared 
that Mr. Gladstone was alone competent to" 
develop a scheme for the government of Ire
land. Of course the qu.estion was whether" 
Mr. Gladstone had himeelf formulated any 
such !Cheme, and whether it was in accor
dance with the views expressed by Mr. 
Morley, orincluded any propositions virtQally' 
establishing an Irish parliament in Dublin, 
and such a separation of imperial interesta as" 
the opponents of Home Rule contended would 
lead to a practical repeal or disaohltion of the· 
Union. It would doubtless have been con~ 
venient to the government to obtain from Mr. 
Gladstone some distinct declaration of his· 

policy; but it was scarcely to be expected tbat· 
he would furnish his opponents with the in . . 
formation which they urged him to impart to
them. In &Dswer to a request from the Mayor" 
of Belfast that he would receive a deputation 
ofIrishloyalista who deaired toappeal toparlia
ment to BOPPTeBS the unlawful operations of 
the Land League before grantiug measures of· 
self-government, he replied, that for him to 
receive such & deputation would exhibit him 
as a. competitor with her maj~ty's govern
ment in a field of labour and responsibility 
which was at present exclusively their OWD, 

and would tend to credit a statement, alike· 
mischievous and groundl .... to the effect that 
be had signified an intention to make or adopt 
proposals with reference to Irish legislation. 
The deputation received from Lord Saliebury 
DO more explicit assurance than that ministers. 
would not be untrue to their responsibilities. 

There was afterwards, in the House of 
Lords, a serious discussion on the subject of 
the abolition of the viceregal office, which it· 
had been contended was no longer neeeSSfLry 
now that the means of immediate communi~ 
cation between England and Ireland had 
been so greatly developed. No division W3& 

taken on the question, and the subject dropped. 
The resignation of Lord Carnarvon had left 
the office vacant, and it still remained in 
commission. It had been decided that tbor 
chief. secretary should be a member of the-
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"",binet, and Mr. W. H. Smith received the 
.appointment. This, then, -Wa&. the situation 
.of affairs before the meeting of parllilment on 
the 12th of January. Mr. Peel was re.eJected 
.speaker, and Mr. Bradlaugh was permitted 
.to take the oath and his 'seat without any 
renewal of the opposition and rem.oDstrance 
which had marked hia former demand for 
.admission. 

The session WSB opened by Her Majesty 
the Queen in pemoD. The royal speech, 
read by the lord chancellor, announced that 
the annexation of the Kingdom of Ava 
would be " permanent incorporation of that 
territory with the British empire. This had 
been the result of that expedition to Burmah 
'Which was forced upon us by the treachery 
.and bad faith of the half imbecile tyrant 
Theebaw, whose disregard of tl .... ties and 
hostility to Europeans bad brougbt about 
oonditions Bimi1ar to those which had led to 
.our annexation of Pegu.l References were 
&lao made in her majesty's speech to the ex· 
pected eettlementof ourdifferences with Russia. 
<>8 the subject of the boundaries of Afghan
istan, and to an agreement by which the 
rights of France on the cossts of N ewfound
land would be defined by an agreement to be 
.submitted to parliament and to tho New
foundland legislature. The expression of 
regret at the continued depression in British 
trade and agricultW'8 found an echo in the 
bouse and in the country; but the passages in 
tho speech relating to Ireland were perhaps 
regarded with more intense interest than any 
other part of it; nor is .it surprising that the 
Iriah or "Nationalist" party, and those of the 
Liberal party who felt that they were pledged 
to the support of remedial and conciliatory 
measurea, should have attributed to those 
expressions a. sinister meaning and intention. 
Tue words were: 1'1 have BeeD with deep 
SOlTOW the renewal of the attempt to incite 
the people of Ireland to hostility against tho 
legisla.tive union between that COWltry and 
Great Britain. I am reaolute1y opposed to 
any disturbance of that fundamental law, and 
in resisting it I am convinced that I shall be 

1 Vol Ul P. 897. 

heartily suppOl'ted by my parliament and my 
people. The social, no less than the material, 
condition of that oountry engages my anxious 
attention. Although there has been during 
the last year no marked increase of serious 
crime, there is in many places a concerted 
reBistauco to tho enforcement of legal obliga.. 
tio .... nd Iregret that the practice of organized 
intimida.tioD continues to exist. I have caused 
every exertion to be used for the detection and 
punishment of these crimes, aJld no effort will 
be spared on the part of ~y government to 
protect my Ilish subjects in the e::.ercise of 
their legal rights and the enjoyment of indi
vidual liberty. If, as my information lesda 
me to apprehend, the existing provisions of 
the law should provo to be inadeqUlLte to cope 
with these growing evils, I look with con
fidence toyourwilliDgness toinvest my govern

ment with all necessaTY powers." 
"What," it was asked, "has become of 

those overtures of conciliation which, it haa 
been asserted, were made by the leadem of 
the Tory party to the Irish members!" The 
tel'lDtf of the queen's speech showed that any 
conciliatory intentions had been abaudoned 
for what was not unreasona.bly intel'preted to 

mean a threat of determined coercion. Though 
it was admitted that there had been no in
crease, but rather a dimiuutionof serious crime, 
the new government had announced that 
extraordinary powers might be demanded for 
8llforcing the most oppressive provisions of 
the worst measures tbat had ever been enacted 
against the e1aims of political liberty for 
Iroland. 

Mr. Parnell admitted that in regard to tho 
land question affairs in Ireland were very 
serious; but he declared that his influence, 
and that of hi. chieffriond., bad, as far as it 
was ava.i1a.ble, been used to prevent crime. 
The movement which had sprung up amongst 
the people was spontaneous. Upon the Land 
League movement a qU8.1'ter of a million of 
moner had been spent in organizing 'the 
tenantry to resist the payment of rents :which 
were admittedly rack-rents. That movement 
resulted in tbe passing of. the Land Act of 
1881; but upon the present movement not a 
penny had been spent. Some scheme of pur 
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chase might be adopted, such .. thut put 
forward by Mr. Giffen, under which the bulk 
of the land in the occupation of agricultural 
tenants might be purchaaed. 

'rhe government ha.ving failed to elicit 
either from Mr. Gladstone and his Liberal 
Bupporters, or from the leadel"B of the Iriah 
party, any definite intimation of their views 
on Home Rule, it W8.11 proposed by Lord 
Randolph Churchill to defer the debate on 
the address, and to proceed to the discussion 
of the new rules of pal'liD.mentary proeedure, 
of the introduction of which notice had been 
given at the opening of the session. At the 
same time Lord Randolph emphatically stated 
that no local government bill, likely to be 
brought in by the government,.oould possibly 
contain any provision which could be inter
preted to lead to or imply the granting of a 
separate parliamentj and he went 80 far as to 
say that existing conditioDs in Ireland would 
Dot justify th~ discussion of any extension of 
local self-government. But Mr. Gladstone 
and his supporters, though they bad recog
nized the necessity for the adoption of some 
very decided and striDgent amendments of 
the rules of procedure, considered that the 

. questions affecting Ireland were to be met 
only by extraordinary legislation which de
manded foremost attention. On this ground 
they refused to cIose the debate. Mr. Sexton, 
on the Irish side, contended that no case for 
coercion had been made out, and that any 
measures of that kind would be resisted.. He 
repr'esented boycotting to be the alternative 
of outrages, declared that the Nationalist 
members repx:esented five-sixths of the Irish 
people, maintained that it was the duty of 
Irishmen merely to state their grievances and 
to leave to the responsible government to 
provide the remedies, and denied that it was 
the intention or wish of the Nationalist party 
to endanger the integrity of the empire, the 
supremacy of the crOWD, or the power of 
the English parlisment. 

These assertions, and the contentionB of the 
Irish party with regard to the condition of 
the country and the operations of the National 
.League, were traveNed by the attol'ney
. general for Ireland (Mr. Hugh Holmes), who 

justified the paragraph in the queen's speech, 
which he stated was intended to intimate the 
adoption, of a remedy for the attempt of the 
League to substitute its laws for those of the 
country. The debate for a time subsided 
with a dropping fire of speeches. Other 
amendments were brought forward on the 
expenses of the expedition to Burmah and on 
the agricultural question, in relation to the 
relief which should be a.ft'orded to eultivato1'8 
of the soil, in which discussion, and the 
ultimate division, though the Liberal leaders 
took no part, the proposer of the amendment 
succeeded in obtaining 183 votes to 211, so 
that his proposition was negatived by only 
28 votes. 

It seemed as though the government had 
taken the opportunity of this diversion of the 
debate from Irish affairs to prepare for the 
introduction· of their coercion bill. ' On the 
i!3d of January Mr. W. H. Smith bad been 
rather hurriedly sent to Dublin to inquire 
into the condition of Ireland. Thot this 
should have been regarded by the opposition 
as an attempt to save appearances is not 
Burprising, for when the hoose assembled on 
the 26th it was announced that he would on 
the 28th move for leave to introduce It. bill 
for the suppression of the National League 
and other dangerous associations, for the 
prevention of intimidation, and for the pro~ 
tection of life, property, and public order in 
Ireland. But proceedings in the house had 
by that time taken the form of parliamentary 
tactics. The government, foreseeing probable 
defeat, would have preferred to be able to go 
out on the question of an endeavour to main
tain law and order, and on that question 
they might have secured an extremely narrow 
majority, if the divisions in the Liberal camp 
on the subject of Home Rule were as serious 
88 they suspected. This desire was frustrated 
by the introduction of an amendment by Mr. 
Jesse Collings in relation to the clause in the 
royal speech promising billa for giving greater 
facility for the we of glebs lands by a messure 
adapted to the wants of the rural population, 
and for removing the difficulties preventing 
the easy and cheap transfer of land . 

An impol·tsnt section of the Radical party 
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had early in the year taken part in a meeting 
of an " Allotments and Small &ldings Associ
ation" a.t the Westminster Palace Hotel, and 
Mr. Chamberlain had then declared it to be 
the duty of the Liberal party to deal at the 
earliest possible moment with the condition 
of the agricultural la.bourers, which involved 
the whole land question. He had approved 
of a bill draWD up by the associa.tioD. for 
local representatives, popular authorities 
eleeted by ballot by the ratepayer&, to reoeive 
oompulsory powe", to take land for public 
purposes at a fair price, the landlords having 
the right of compensation. 

In view of this Mr. Jesse Collings, who 
was in entire accord with Mr. Chamberlain, 
oontendod that a peasant proprietary of small 
holdings would be enabled to carry on the 
smaller industries not pursued by the farmer, 
which supply poultry, butter, cheese, and 
vegetables, and that thUB fifty millions now 
spent on t·hese articles from foreign sources 
would be spent in the country. 

The amendment was the expression of 
" regret that no measures were announced by 
her majesty for the present relief of these 
classes, and especially for a.ffording facilities 
to the agricultural labourers and others in 
the rural districts to obtain allotments and 
small holdings on equitable tenDS as to rent 
and security of tenure." Mr. Chamberlain felt 
tha.t he was bound to support the amendment, 
though it was on a subject which marked the 
widest divergence of opinion between himself 
and Lord Barti,ngton. Mr. Chaplin, on be
half of the government, entirely opposed the 
amendment, and the house waited to hear 
wha.t would be Mr. Gladstone's view of '" 
proposition which formed no part of the 
authorized programme. As the amendment 
was of an abstract character Mr. Gladstone did 
not hesitate to support it by considering the 
practical question involved, without being led 
into a discussion of agricultural depression or 
peasant proprietaries. He contended tha.t to 
restore to the local communities of the country 
something of that character of a commun.ity 
in which the common interests of the indi
vidual labourer might be 80 managed as to 
B8&0Ciate him with the soil in,a manner much 

more effectual than that in which he was at 
presen.t associa.ted, were views which the 
house ought to thsnk Mr. Collings for 
having laid before them. The debate was 
emphasized by the maiden 8pee~h of Mr. 
Arch, the agricultural la.bour representative, 
but much more by the determined opposition 
of Mr. Goschen, who elicited the cheem of the 
ministeri&lists by his declaration that he could 
not follow those Liberals who had been 
suddenly converted to these views &8 well as to 
Home Rule. After a speech from Lord Hart
ington, also devoted to refuting Mr. Chamber
lain's arguments, the division was taken, and 
showed a majority of 79 against the govern
ment,though 18Liherals,including Lord Bart
ington, Mr. Goscben, Sir Henry James, Mr. 
Courtney, and Sir John Lubbock voted with 
the government, and 76 who held exceedingly 
differing views were absent from the division.. 

Then the government went out (as was 
afterwards facetiously said in reference to 
some remarks by Mr. Gladstone, on the pro
vision of & right of pasture) on the question 
of "three acres and a. cow.n Though & coali
tion cabinet was suggested in some quartersJ no 
authority existed for such & proposition, and 
to Mr. Gladstone was committed the duty of 
forming another administration. Earl Spencer 
was made president of the council, Mr. 
Childem home secretarY, the Earl of Rose
bety was foreign secretary, with Earl 
Granville for the colonies, the Earl of Kim
berley for India, and Mr. Campbell.Banner
man &8 secretary for war. Sir William 
Harcourt was made chancellor of the ex
chequer, tbe Marquis of Ripon first lord of 
the admiralty, Mr. Trevelyan secretary for 
Scotland, Mr. Mundella president of the 
Board of Trade, while the presidency of the 
Local Government Board was committed to 

. Mr. Chamberlain, and Mr. Charles Russell 
became attorney-general. Mi'. John Morley 
was chief secretary for Ireland, and his 
appointment was significant of the attitude 
which it was expected would be assumed by 
the new government on the bish question. 
The Earl of Aberdeen accepted the appoint
ment of Lord-lieutenant of Ireland, the duties 
of which he afterwards admirably fulfilled. 
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Although there was 80me difficulty in mak
ing these appointments because of the atti,~ 

tude which Mr. Chamberlain and Mr. Trevel
yan appeared likely to aeeume in relation to 
any wide and inclusive measure which would 
give to "Home RuleJJ for Ireland any greater 
significance tban would attach to tbe powere 
of a vestry or a municipal corporation, Mr. 
Gladstone thus succeeded in forming a cabinet 
of pronounced liberal views. 

The opinion. which he had already ex
preaoed with regard to Lord Salisbur;y'. ad
ministration of foreign affairs was that of 
geueral approval, and be bad signified hie 
concurrence in the agreement of the great 

POWerB to aeud a combined squadron to tbe 
Pirmus to compel the disarmament of Greece, 
and to prevent tbe hostiliti .. which the Greek 
government bad alreedy commenced against 
Turkey in demanding a reatoration of the 
frontier originally aettled by the :Berlin Con
greas. This de!"and bad arisen out of the 
disturbed .tate of Eastern Europe caused by 
war between Servia and Bulgaria, and an 
ineurrection in Eastern Roumelia, the latter 
aasociated with the claim of the Roomelians 
to be united to Bulgaria, a propoaal which the 
Geeeka declared would denationalize thou
:aands of their countrymen, and could only 
be compenaated by a restoration of the boun
dary between Greece aud Turkey. 

The Greeka having prepared for hostilities, 
""d placed & body of 30,000 troops, with 
beavy and field artillery, on the frontier, had 
been anxious to secure Mr. Gladstone's sup
port for what they regarded .. Greek inde
pendence. A deputation of "the patriotic" 
pa.Tty had waited on him early in the year, 
but he pointed out to them that they had 
been ill-advised, that the attitude aeeumed 
by Greece could DOt receive any support from 
him, and that it was clearly their duty to 
abstain from hostilities, and to disarm in 
accord .... with the note addreooed to them 
by the British government in conjunction 
with the other great powel'8. 

The policy which he thus endorsed, and 
the direction of foreign affairs in general, 
were subsequently adopted and carried out 
by Lord Roaebery in the new administration 

with remarkable succeoo. In Egypt, aleo, 
arrangements were made for the' withdrawal 
of British troops from Wady Haifa to ABeouau, 
and the negotiatioDO that had been intrusted 
to Sir Drummond WolJl' by Lord Saliobur;y 
were cOntinued, with a. view to concilia.te 
Turkey, and to ensure selfagovernment to 

Egypt. 
But though there was little in our foreign 

relations to cause excitement ~ anxiety, there 
had been for some time past much discontent 
at home among the labouring classes in con
sequence of the continued depression of trade, 
and of that foreign competition which had 
been largely augmented by the demands of 
the working men themselves for increased 
wages, accompanied by a reduction of the 
hours of labour. 

In London especially, a vast number of 
temporarily unemployed persons were added 
to those whose -chronic condition of poverty 
presents & &ta.nding problem for the solution 
of successive governments. To these a.gaio 
there had come contingents of foreign work~ 
men, especially in the tailoring and shoemak
ing trades, whose misery in their own country 
must have been abject indeed if their con
dition was improved by working for the 
"sweaters,- or middle~men, who imposed 
upon them long and continuous'labour at a 
rote of wages which only enabled them to 
gain a bare subsistence, and confined them to 
the wretched tenemeno. where they dwelt 
and worked in the pestilential atmosphere of 
croWded rooms, unprovided with the com
monest comforts, or even the ordinary con~ 
veniences ,of domestic life. 

There had been many .ymptom. of a com
ing demonstration in London on the part of 
various bodies or societies claiming to repre
sent the interests of the unemployed, and of 
working~men and labou.ren in general, and 
the memben of tbe new government had 
scarcely taken office when there ocenrred a 
series of disturbances more serious than any 
which have taken place since the Gordon 
riots. They were incited by, the speeche8 
of the leaders of a society calling itself the 
fC Revolutionary Social Democratic League" 
- they were continued and exaggerated by 
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gangs of thieves and ruffiana, who, for the 
purpose of riot and plunder, l1ad joined the 
crowde which attended the large aesemblages 
summoned to Tra.faIgv Square, where there 
were a considerable number of laboureni and 
operatives who had left their work in order 
to swell the ranks of "the unemployed." 
The real meeting of the nnemployed bad, 
however, been called for the purpose of 
considering a method of peaceably represent
ing to the government the necessity for p~ 
vidiDg public works, and undertaking Bome 
method of relief for those who were suf
fering the greatest privations. Many of 

these were said to belong to the building 
trades, and theY' were reinforced by a 
large contingent of waterside la.bourers and 
others, who were undergoing great hard
shipe from the difficulty of obtaining regular 
or even casual employment. Their meeting 
was partly interrupted by a number of people, 
who, calling themselves the "Fair-trade 
L~oueJIJ endeavoured to join in their proceed~ 
ings, and to commit them to a demand for a 
partial return to protective duties, in the 
alleged interest of British production.. The 
social democrats, on the other hand, made use 
of the opportunity to enunciate revolution
ary sentiments, to use threatening language 
against constitnted authorities, and to advo
cate the provision by the government of work 
which should be well paid for, and at the 
same time should be restricted to eight hours 
a day. These demands were accentuated, but 
tempora.rily intelTupted, by the .trains of & 

band playing tbe Marseillaise, but afterwards 
discovered to ba.ve belonged to some enter
tainmeut which it bad beeI\ .ent out to 
advertise. 

It was computed tbat from 15,000 to 
20,000 persons were assembled in and around 
Trafalgar Square, aad either the revolution_ 
ary social democrats, or tha.t lawless part of 
the mob which had joined them uninvited, 
seeing that' their demonstration would pro
bably develop into an opportunity for riot 
and looting, broke up the meeting of the 
unemployed, the members of which for the 
moat part dispersed or marched back to the 
south or to the east. end of London. 

The rev~lutionary social democrats then 
proceeded to marcb up Pall Mall and to 
Hyde Park, and if they themselves meant no 
mischief, those who had joined' them did. 
Numbers of them seem to have had stones 
or other missiles in their pockets, and with 
these and others procured on the way they 
llIll8l!hed the windows of the club-houses, the 
more conspicuous shops, and some private 
mansions on the route. In Piccadilly, rendered 
bolder by impunity, tbey began to wreck and 
plunder several sbope, and tbose who did not 
appear to be thieves took part in the outrage, 
and destroyed wbat they did not .. ek to 
appropriate or could not carry away. After 
reaching Hyde Park, where they were again 
addreseed by some of the leaders, they reo 
turned by another route, committing further' 
havoc, assaulting, robbing, and injuring eeve
ral pea.cea.ble persons, stopping carriages, a.n.d 
smashing their windows to get at the OCCIl

pants, some of whom were ladies, who were 
with difliculty rescued from being dragged 
out into the street. 

The number of tbe police at Trafalgar 

Square had been insufficient to disperse or 
to control the vast crowds there, and there 
appeared to be no protection whatever against 
the rioters who traversed the west end thor
oughfares to plunder tradesmen and destroy 
property. No provision had been made for 
& police force either to circumvent or to dis-
perse these ruffians. 

It w.. feared tbat, growing bolder, they 
might repeat their depredations on the two 
following days, and thel'e arose a panic among 
west end shopkeepers, whose trade was para-
lysed, There were meetings of crowds ,of 
"roughs II and others, and one or two attempts 
at processions on thtt two following days, but 
beyond stoDe~throwing an~ some attempts 
at robbery, little more mischief was done. 
Though damage bad been caneed to the 
amount of £50,000 there appeared to be 
scarcely any effort to protect the sufferers 
from further violence. 

Parliament was not yet sitting, for some 
re-electioDS of ministers were still going on. 
Mr. Childers bad only been installed at the 
Home Office a few houn before the attack. 
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The organization of the police force seemed 
to have colla.psed as BOon as the rioting com
menced. A small committee of investigation 
was appointed by the Home Secretary him
self, and when parliament assembled he aD
nounced that Sir E. Y. Henderson, the chief 
commissioner of police, had resigned after 
making some explanations, and that some 
recommendations of the committee would be 
adopted. 

The office of chief commissioner was ac
cepted by Sir Charles Warren. whose experi
ence in organization in Egypt was considered 

to be a desirable quaJiJicatiolL Unhappily 
the considerable augmentation of the police 
force, and the semi-military orders which 
were issued for the instruction of the con~ 
stabl .. , did not take place till after the more 
seriOUIL riot was over i but crowds of people 
still repaired to meetings, which were &D

nounced to be held in Trafalgar Square, and 
which the police had been instrueted to sup
press and disperse. Processions were for
bidden, meetings were altogether disallowed, 
auy attempt to hold them or to occupy the 
square or the adjacent thoroughfares was 
steroly repressed-not even a knot of half a 

dozen people was permitted. At a later 
date there was an endeavour to resist such 
stringent measures, by people who claimed to 
be peaceable and honest' citizeoa upholding 8. 

public right of meeting; and the constables 
having been hadgered and kept on duty, and 
ordered and countermanded, were instructed 
to take unusual measures. They were 
charged with brutslity and cruelty. Many 
persons were injured in actively or passively 
resisting the determined efforts made by the 
constables to disperse gatheringa which a 
multitude of men, women, and even children 
seemed as determined to support. For many 
days this eonftict continued, and after it had 
Ceased and inquiries were made, it was prob~ 
ably found that the .ontrol demanded by Sir 
Charles Warren was of too atrictly military a 
character to be ma.intained, except on very 
rare occasions. At all eventS, he remained 
in office only a few months, when he Beut in 
lUa l'esiguation. 

A public subscription fOl' the relief of the 

rea.lly unemployed artisans and labouret8 was 
opened at the Mansion House by the Lord 
Mayor, Sir Henry Knight j and though the 
distribution of the money in a manner which 
would not have the effect of pauperizing the 
recipients, or entirely demoralizing those who 
would make claims upon the fund, was at
tended withahuost insuperabledilliculty,above 
£78,000 was contributed. Objections were 
raised to' that. mode of relief, but a vast 
number of truly necessitous persons were as
sisted by the judicious efforts of the almoners 
chosen to administer the bounty. The amount 
subseribed showed that a charitable and dis
criminating public had not been wholly pre~ 
judiced by the depredations of a gang of un
employable scoundrels, who saw in the utter
ances of the leaders of the revolutionary 
Socialist& an appropriate excuse for the for~ 
cible distribution of the property of hard
working taxpayers. 

Those leaders were afterwards prosecuted. 
Only one of them was at that time in any 
operative sense a working man, and he was 
employed at BOme stables. They were ac
quitted, as it was not proved tha.t they had 
directly incited the mob to riotous coDdu~ 
and there was evidence that in Hyde Park 
they had for tbe most part su ..... fnlly en
deavoured to restrain their own followers from 
joining those who were concerned in the loot
ing and destruction of the shops. 

Parliament met on the 18th of February, 
but during the sbort time which had elapeed 
several speeches had been delivered to con~ 
siderable audiences. Lord Randolph Cburch
ill, in a baraugue which was as violent and 
as dangerous as many of those for which 
membsrs of the National Irish League had 
been imprisoned, appealed indirectly to the 
Protestants of Ulster, inciting them to resist 
by force any attempt to impose upon them 
laws which might be psased by a legislative 
body composed of Home Rule .... and assuring 
the.. of the sympatby and support of his 
Euglish hearers and hundreds of thousands 
of Englishmen. That was the message which 
he took upon himself to carry to Belfast when 
he Boon afterwards went there, and that was 
the message which he repeated in fUl'ther 
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inll.mmatory addresses when he reached that 
place. The result, as might hU"e been antici
pated, was that the Orange societies prepared 
for action, tha.t an attack was made on a 
body of those whom they regarded as their 
opponents, that serious riots and fierce COD

flicts ensued, and that much difficulty was 
experienced in suppressing them. 

Lord Randolph Churchill, in addressing his 
constituents, had used sev~ vituperative 
epithets in abusing Mr. Gladstone, epithets 
borrowed from an old speech of Lord Beaco .... 
field and adapted to the occasion. One decl .. 
ration which he made was important. He 
assured his hearers that the policy of the late 
government was to suppress the National 
League, while Mr. Gladstone's policy was to 
legalize, to recognize, to utilize the National 
League. 

Lord Salisbury also, in an able and ex
haustive address opposing Home Rule, which 
he persistently regarded as inevitably leadillg 
to the national independence of Ireland and 

disunion of the empire, pretty plainly inti
mated that the policy of the Conservatives, if 
they regained power, would be that which was 
associated with BtriDgent coercive measures, 
or, as his lordship some time afterwards seems 
to have concluded,. twenty years of strong 
government. Probably without holding the 
same views as to the extent to which coercive 
measures should reach, Lord HartingtonJ Mr. 
Chamberlain, Mr. Goschen, Mr. Trevelyan, 
and several other leading representatives both 
of the modern Whigs or Liberals and of the 
advanced Badical party, contended tbat any 
sllch measure of Home Rule 88 they believed 
Mr. Gl.datone would be willing to introduce 
would result in a separation of the legislative 
government of Ireland, which would be a 
practical disunion of the empire. On these 
grounds Mr. Trev.e!yan and Mr. Chamberlain 
afterwards resigned their appointments in the 
government, and with others, who in regard 
to the Irish question appeared to share the 
opinions of Lord Hartingtop, afterwards be
came a distinct party of considerable number 
and influen.ceunderthenameof Liberal Union
ists. It was evident that Mr. Gladstone 
could not look for any 8Upport from some of 

his former colleagues any more than from 
the Whigs or the Conservatives in any pro
posal involving the settlement of the Irish 
question by the establishment of a separate 
parliament; and at a later date Mr. Bright 

also declared against it, though he refrained 
from making any such public addreos .. would 
necessitate his coming into direct contention 
and antagonism with the leader whose former 

achievements had commanded his respect and 
regard. 

Another difficulty which confronted Mr. 
Gladstone was that of frsming a Laud Pur
chase Bill which would· be so acceptable to 
landlords as to induce them to refrain from op

posinga broad measllreof local self-government 
for Ireland and yet would not he repudiated 
or rejected by the Irish Home Rule party. 
It was expected that the Land Bill must b. 
so intimately associated with any proposition 
for Home Rule that they must stand or fall 
together. But this did not eventually form 

a necessary part of Mr. Gladstone's scheme 
when, in face of the determined opposition 
which his measure for government in Ireland 
encountered, he proposed to ptake the passing 
of the second reading of the Home Rule Bill 
a declaration of the Honse in favour of the 

abstract principle which the bill itself in
volved, leaving most of its disputed provisions 
to be settled after another debate and dis
cussion, and so dissociating it from the Land 

Purchase Bill as to leave those who voted for 
the former measure free to accept or to oppose 
the latter. 

Two facts were significant. Mr. Gladstone, 
though he did not divulge the particulars of 
the measure which be was preparing to submit 
to the House, made no secret of the general 
tendency of it. '1;he appointment of Mr. 
Morley as secretary for Ireland was in itself 
a strong interpretation of the avowal of Mr. 
Gladstone himself, that he was ~arching out 
positive and substantial remedial measures. 
He held that there was no alteruative be
tween these and such stringent measures of 
coercion as the late government had not 
ventured to propose. Coupled with this con
viction was the now obvious conclusion that 
Mr. Trevelyan and Mr. Cham herlain would 
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retire from the government, an. event which 
took place on the 26th of March, their places 
being filled up by the appointment of Mr. 
Stansfield /Uld Lord Dalhousie. 

Before bringing forward the measure for 
which everybody was anxiously looking, the 
atttention of the House was engaged in & 

debate on the army and navy estimates, the 
.civil service, and home and colonial defences. 
The budget, which had been looked for with 
some curiosity, offered no very remarkable 
f .. tur... Sir W. Harcourt·had no startling 
propositions to make. He truly said that it 
w.. a commonplace budget, but he hoped 
it was a common-sense one. Some of the 
figures were significant. There was a deficit 
of £2,642,543. The revenue from duties on 
alcohol had decre .. ed by £971,000, and the 
diminution in ten years bad been £4,379,000, 
or from £31,209,000 in 1876-6 to £26,830,000, 
or allowing for the increase in population 
from 19.. 1d. to· 14.9. 9d. per head. Tea, 
tobacco, and so~e articles of food had BO in
creased in consomption that the duties made 
up a considerable proportion of the amount, 
80 that the diminution was to be attributed 
to inoreased temperance and not to falling off 
in consuming power. Still there were deft
.ciences which showed the effects of a depressed 
~ndition of trade and industry. Though the 
parcels post had been vastly appreciated, /Uld 
116,527,000 parcels had been despetohed dur
ing the year, there had been a falling off of 
£51,400 in railway returna, in income-tax 
of £240,000, /Uld in inhabited house duty of 
£30,000. The net revenue, excluding income
ta.x} was about the same as on the previous 
year. The net revenue was £89,885,000, the 
expenditure £90,428,499. The deficit was 
met by luspending the two sinking funds, 
but without touching terminable annuities, 
eo that the Consolidated Fund chargee would 
be reduced by £818,000, and would, after 
supplying the amount of the deficit, leave a. 
surplus of £274,000. Out of this it was pro
posed to a.bolish the licensing duties for 
.cottage brewing, so that no licenses should be 
necessa.ry for pel'sons brewing their own beer 
·ou. premises of less than £8 renta.1. This 
'Would leave & final surplus of £258,771. 

Several resolutions had been proposed by 
private -members, and among them was one 
by Mr. Laboucbere for the abolition of the 
Honse of Lords, or rather one declaring that 
it is inconsistent with the principles of repre
sentative government that any member of the 
legislatore sbould derive hie title to legislate 
by right of hereditary descent. On a divi
sion this resolution w .. rejected, but. only by 
202 against 166 votes, and fonr BOns of peere 
voted in the minority. .A propoeal to dis
establish the Church of England in Wal.s, 
brought forward by Mr. Dillwynn, w .. fol
lowed at a later date by a motion by Dr. 
Cameron of Glasgow, for disestablishment in 
Scotland. Both were rejected for both were 
opposed, the Grot by the government, on 
the ground tbat it w.. impoeeible to deal 
with the Church of Eugl/Uld in Walee .. aport 
from the Established Church in England; 
while the question .. regarded Scotland was 
opposed by Mr. Gladstone /Uld others, as it 
had not yet come into practical politics, /Uld 
the wish .. of the people of Scotland should 
be aseerte.ined. Mr. Campbell BannermBD, 
Mr. Chamberlain, and Mr. Trevelyan voted 
for it, bnt other members of the govern.. 
ment took no part in the division. A Rail
way and Canal Traffic Bill, introduced by 
Mr. M undella, and designed to deal with the 
inequalities of railway rates and the extor· 
tionate ·charges for carriage of merchandise, 
which were prejudicial to British trade, paeeed 
ita second reading, but the sudden closing of 
the session prevented it becoming law. A 
bill for the relief of the Scotch crofters was 

introduced by Mr Trevelyan on behalf of the 
government, and its provisions, founded on 
the recommendations of a royal commis
sion of inquiry, secured to the croftel'8 fair 
rents and fixity of tenure. It avowed that 
the distress w .. caused by de.r forests having 
been suffered to take the place of pastur
age for sheep. No right of purchase of their 
holdings w .. grBDted to the crofters, but with 
certain restl'ictions compulsory leases were 
provided for. The bill was not of very wide 
scope, and 80me interpolations introduced by 
the Duks of Argyll when it went up to the 
Lords narrowed it still more; but it was at 
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&II events legisl&tion in the right direction, 
and eventually passed both H ....... 

The dats at which it had been expected 
that the Irish billa would be introduced was 
looked forward to ,with keen anticipation; but 
the oondition of Mr Gladstone's health caused 
Bome delay, and it was surmised that another 
reason for postponement was the endeavour 
to arrive at some compromise by which the 
dissentient Liberals might remain in the 
cabinet and refrain from dividing the party. 
This, however, was found to be impossible, 
unless Mr. Gladstone would consent to give 
the Irish a mere reduced copy of municipal, or, 
rather, of parochial government, in the name 
of Home Rule; whereas he preferred to give 
to IreIa.nd 80 full a measure of local self-govem
ment as to make it, as he conceived, unneces
sary for Irish representatives to sit in the 
imperial parliament, and, therefore, to have 
any direct control or influence over imperial 
legislation. The breach in the cabinet and 
in the party became inevitable, and further 
del&y would not diminish t\le difficolties that 
confronted the government. 

On the 8th of April Mr. Gladstone, at an 
age when few men are capable of much active 
exertion, or of the control of public affairs, rose 
to propound, in an eloquent and exhaustive 
speech, which fbr more than three hoUJ'8 held 
the interest and attention of the listening 
BBSembly, a plan on the main lines or priD~ 
cipl .. of which he challenged the votea of the 
House. Though his scheme was rejected by a 
comparatively small majority,and the ministry 
consequently retired to await the result of a 
general election j and though that election did 
not retum him and his adherents to power, 
be continued. to maintain an attitnde of calm 
confidence that, in the final result-when the 
nation set itself to consider what were the 
real causee of, and .t'!.1e true remedies for, Irish 
disaffection-he would be .ble to appeal for 
oupport to the decision and the suffragee of 
the people of Great Britain. 

Mr. Gladstone commenced his speech by 
oayiug that he regretted the impossibility of 
entering upon the whole of the Irich policy 
of the government, because the Irish governM 

mont and the land question were inseparably 

connected, and were the two channels to that
social order which was the vital question. 
The government had come to the conclusion 
that it was the duty of parliament no longer 
to fence with the Irish question, but to come 
to close quarters with it, and their intention 
was to make propoe&ls which they believed 
would restore to parliament its liberty of 
action, and would test whether it was not
possible to eetablish good relations between 
Great Britain and Ireland. Agrarian erim" 
he descn'bed rather as a symptom, and was as 
habitual as the coercive legislation by which 
it had been met. Had the same causes 
existed in England and Scotland, similar 
results might have followed j and if coercion 
was to be resorted to again, it must be of a 
very different character from the timid, coer
cion of former years, and enforced in a differ
ent spirit. If there were to be lE\801ute coer
ciOD, it could only be successful with autocracy 
of government and aecrecy of public tranlr 
actions; and such coercion would never be
resorted to by the people of England and 
Sootland until they had tried every other 
alternative. But had th~y tried every othel'" 
alternative 7 We had never tried the alterna
tive of stripping law in Ireland of its foreign 
garb, and investing it with a domestic cha
racter. The crime of I~eland, the agrarian 
crime of Ireland, was not what it was in other 
days. In 1883 the government of Lord Grey 
proposed to parliament a strong Coercion Act.. 
At that time the information at their com
mand did not distinguish between agrarian 
and ordinary crime as the distinction is now 
made. As to the present time, it was easy to
tell the Honse that the serious agrarian crimes. 
of Ireland, which in 1881 were 1011, iu 1885 
were 245. But to go baek to the period of 
1832. The contrast was perhaps still more 
striking. In 1832 the homicides in Ireland 
were 248, in 1885 they were 65. The cases of 
intention to kill, bappily uuful611ed, in the 
first of those years were 209, in 1885 they 
were 37. The serious offences of all kinds 
in Ireland in 1832 were 6014, in 1885 they 
were 1057. The whole criminal offences in 
heland in the former year were 14,000, and 
in the latter year 2683. So far we were not 
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to suppose that the case was one of those cases 
of extreme disorder which threaten the general 
peace of society. Exceptional legislation
legislation which introduces exceptional pro. 
visions into the law-ought itself to be in ita 
OWD nature essentially exceptional j it bad 
become for us not exceptional, but habitual 
We were like a man who, knowing that medi
cine m~y be the means of his restoration to 
health, endeavoured to live upon medicine. 
Nations, no more than individuals, could find 
a subsistence in what was meant to be a cure. 
But had it been a cure 1 Had we attained 
the object which we desired, and honestly 
desired to attain 1 No. Agrarian crime has 
become, sometimes upon a la1'ger and some
times upon a. smaller scale, as habitual in 
Ireland as the legislation whicb had been 
intended to repress it.. Ireland had never 
enjoyed a. right to make her own laws. The 
considerations which compelled an attempt to 
deal with this state of tbiDgs were, first, the 
fact that it did not conduce' to the unity of 
the empire; and next, the necessity of doing 
something to restore social order and liberty 
in Ireland. The problem to be solved was 
how to reconcile imperial unity with diversity 
of legislation, and it was a problem which 
had been solved by ourselves before the 
Union, and by other countries in circumstances 
more difficult th .... ours. What be had to 
propoSe was not a repeal of the Union, because 
the essence of the Union was, that before it 
took place there were two co-ordinate and 
independent legislatures. Neither would it 
involve dismemberment or disintegration, or 
any misnomer of that kind. Government in
tended to propose the establishment of a legis
lative body to sit in D.ublin to legislate for I ..... 
land and to control Irishadministration. There 

. would be securities for the unity of the em
pire, and adequa.te protection for the min~rity, 
among whom he included all those interested 
in laDd, the civil servants, and other persons 
cOJ:lcel'Ded in the government of the country, 
and what ~ called the Protestant minority. 
The mention \of the minority led him to dis
CUM various 8u~tions which had been made 
for the special atment of Ulster-none of 
.~hich, he said, ha. ,commended themselves to 

the government-though they were ready to 
consider favourably any proposals which might 
be made and which might seem practicable. 
Passing to details, he first dealt with the quee
tion, Are the Irish peen a!ld the Irish mem
ben to remain in the British parliament 1 
concluding, chiefly from the impossibiiity of 
distinguishing between imperial and local 
functions, that they could not be allowed ~ 
come to Westminster after the establishment 
of an Irish parliament. As regarded tautiOD, 
the general power of imposing taxes would 
pass to the new legislative body, with the 
exception of custom. ,duties and excise duties 
connected with customs; but the balance 
of th ... duties, after providing for the pay
ment of Irish obligations, would be paid into 
the exchequer, and would be at the command 
of tbe legislative body. Next, having d ... 
scribed securities which would be taken 
against any tampering with this "Magna 
Charta of Ireland" in the absence of her repre
sentatives, he dwelt on the powers of the 
new legislative body. The bill would have 
complete control over the executive govern
ment as well as the legislature; but the 
legislati.e body would be subject to all the 
prerogatives of the CroWD; it would not be 
able to pass any legislation affecting the 
crown or its devolution j all tHat relates to 
defence-the army and navy, &c.-woUld be 
out of ita province; it would have no concern 
with foreign or colonial relations, and it would 
be prohibited from eetablishing or endowing 
any religious body. As to the composition of 
this legislature, Mr. Gladstone said it wonld 
consist of two orden with a power of sepa
rate voting when desired, and a veto of one 
order on the other, to last for three years, or 
until the next dissolution. The first order 
would coDsist of the 28 representative peers, 
and 75 other members possessed of a property 
qualification of £200 a. year, elected for a 
period of ten years by persons of £25 a year 
qualification; and the second order would con
sist of the present 103 university, county, and 
borough membel'B, with 101 others added, 
elected in the same manner for five years. 
As to the executive, it would remain 88 it 
was for the present, subject to any changes 
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which might be worked out by the new legis
lative body; the viceroy would. remain in the 
same position, assisted by a privy.council; he 
would not go ont of office with the goveru· 
ment, and the present religioue disability 
would be removed. Those of the present 
judges who desired it would be able to de
mand a retiring pension i and the constabu
lary would remain for the present under 
the same terms of service, and under the 
same authority. There would be no breach 
of continuity with regard to it, but the 
British Coneolidated Fnnd would contrihute 
to its enpport anything it might c:oat over 
a million. Eventually the Irish legislature 
would have charge of its own police. The 
civil servants, after two years, would be 
able to claim a diseharge on the terms usnal 
when an office was abolished. Next, Mr. 
Gladstone explained the financial aspects of 
the new arrangement, which, he contended, 
would secure an equitable distribution of bur· 
dena First, he stated that the present con
tribution of Ireland to the public expendi
ture is one-twelfth, and in an elaborate analy
sis of the various branches of the revenue and 
expenditure he showed that hereafter it would 
be one-fifteenth, whieh in reality, by the pay
ment of the spirit and porter duties by Eng
lish and Scoteh consumers, would be reduced 
to one-twenty-sixth. The revenue from cus
toms, excise, stamps, income-tax, and post
offiee raised from Ireland would he £8,350,000; 
while the eharges payable by Ireland for 
debt, army and navy, civil service, constabu
lary, and sinking fund for the Irish portion 
of the National Debt would amount to 
£7,946,000, leaving a surplus of £404,000. 

This is the outline of a measure commended 
to the House with the earnestness and power 
which distinguish Mr. Gladstone's speeches i 
but there were si.g>ls that it would not be 
accepted in ita most important provisions, 
nor did there seem any great probability of 
its principles being endorsed and the details 
left for further discussion. More eeoessionB 
from office took plaoa among the Libersls 
who were inclined to join those who now 
began to call themselves Liberal UnionislB, 
and the Dlaees were filled from the Radical 

rauks. On the 14th of April a large meeting 
wae held at Her Majesty's Theatre, where 
the ehair wae taken by Earl Cowper, formerly 
the Libersl Viceroyo! Ireland when Mr Forster 
was chief secretary, and there 'were present 
Lord Hartington, theEarlof Fife,Mr. Goschen, 
and others of t.hat party, as well .. Lord Sali&
bury, Mr. W. H. Smith, and a Conservative 
following. Lord Hartington proposed the first 
resolution opposing the bill, and he· w .. fol
lowed by other distinguished speake .... who 
joined in declaring against it. In the public 
press it was only viewed with doubt, and 
spoken of with reserve even by most of the 
pronounced Liberal organs, and there were 
not wanting symptoms that public opinion, 
even in some of the Liberal constituencies, 
had not yet been 60 developed 8S to regard 
ita proposals with satisfaction. 

The interposition of the budget between 
tbis measure and the Land Bill was thought 
to be a source of weakness j but though the 
government bill was allowed to paas the first 
reading, it was declared in many quarters 
that it should have been thrown out with
out even 80 much as this concession to its 
importance. Neither its opponents nor those 
who yielded to it a timid and uncertain con
sideration were prepared to follow Lord Gran· 
ville and Mr. Morley in t~eir outspoken decla~ 
ration that there was no compromise between 
oppressive coercion ADd a large measure of 
government for Ireland such as that now 
introduced to parliament. 

On the 16th of April Mr. Gladstone brought 
the Land Purcbase Bill before the House as 
a necessary part of the measure for the gov~ 
emment of Ireland. The oppression of I~h 
peasants by absentee landlords bad been one 
of the saddest and ~ost permanent notes in 
the history of the country. The deeds of the 
Irish landlords are to a great extent our deeds. 
The landlords were our garrison in Ireland. 
We planted them there, and we replanted 
them in 1641, in 1688, and agaiJi in 1798 we 
reconquered the country for them. We used 
the whole civil government of Ireland as an 
engine of wholesale corruption, and we ex· 
tended that corruption to what ought to have 

. been a sacred thing, namely, the Church, which 
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we maintained and B~pported in the 1a.nd. 
Under the British parliament the tenllollte' 
protections were swept away in 1816. The 
attempt even failed to carry out the recom
mendations of the Devon Commission in 1843, 
which spoke of the hardebipe of the lriah 
la.bourer. The Encumbered Estates Bill was 
produced with a. general hazy and misinformed 
good intention of taking capital to Ireland, 
bot in reality the improvements of the tenants 
were BOld. The tenant lost his old landlord, 
who was in many cases an easy-going person
age, and had oftentimee .. tahlished a _duo 
vivendi with the tenant, who was handed over 
to a horde of new proprietors, who were told 
that they might extract greater rent from the 
tenent, and who took in the form of rent that 
which was the produce of the tenants' labour. 
Such were the observations by which Mr. 
Gladatone introduced the Land Purch .. e Bill 
which was to accompany and complete the 
Irish Government Bill. Among its leading 
featorea the .tatutory parliament (or by 
whatever name the legislative body to be 
eatabIiahed in Dublin might be known) would 
be empowered to appoint a "state authority» 
to be the purchaser under the Act by means 
of a new three.per.cent stock issued at par on 
the application of the Land Commissioners. 
The Bill would enable the landlords, if will
ing, to .. I~ and the tenant to pnrchaae, the 
basis of price being the net rental for the year 
ending November, 1885, and twenty yeaN 
pur~hase. with certain exceptions. To effect 
that object three- per-cent con80la would be 
created to the extent of 50 millions, and the 
cha.rge on the British exchequer' would be 
£6,242,000,securedonarevenueof£10,850,OOO. 
Mr. Chamberlain, remarking that the original 
am~ount was £150,000,000, thought the scheme 
.was moat dou btful. Mr.' Parnell reserved his 
opinion on the bill, but warned the Iandlorde' 
friends that if rejected now, the offer would 
not be repeated. .After considerable discus
sio~ the bill' was read a first time, and the 
second reading was fixed for May 13. Among 
those who united to oppose both measures, 
Mr. FOl'8ter WM no longer included. He had 
~ted his strong objections to granting Home 
;Rule until the condition of Ireland was mllch 

ehanged; but he could then no longer take 
part in public a.ft'airs; and on the 6th of April 
this earneat and upright man paaaed to his 
rest, leaving membera of all pa.rties to speak 
in words of genuine regret of the 1088 of one 
who 80 simply but ao eminently displayed 
"the courage of his convictions. n 

On the lOth of May Mr. G1adstolle moved 
the second reading of the Irish Government 
Bill, and the debates and discussions, sustained· 
by speecbes in and out of parliament, rose to 
a pitch of excitement which appeared to ex
clude almost every other topic from political 
consideration. Not only Mr. Parnell, Mr. 
Sexton, and Mr. William O'Brien declared 
that they would faithfnlly observe the decla
rations of Mr. Gladstone with regard to the 
bill, but Mr. Dillon, denying the assertion so 

often made tbat this W88 not the bill that the 
Irish party wanted, bnt that they would tem
porarily accept it .. the means of further de
mands, declared that, with some modifications 
suggested by Mr. Parnell, the Irish members 
would accept the measure as a settlement, 
and would work it honestly. 

Lord Hartington in an able apeech opposed 
the measure, and intimated unmistakably 
that from those who thought with him the 
ministry conld not hope for any. aid. It had 
been thought that those who followed Mr. 
Chamberlain might with him. rejoin the main 
Liberal party on condition of the complete 
withdrawal of the billa and the introduction 
of measures of a much less pronounced cha.r· 
aoter; but it soon became apparent that Mr. 
Cbambel'lain and those who were with him, 
no less than Mr. Goachen, were really antago
nistic to any such decided measures as Mr. 
Gladstone was alone prepared to advocate.. 
Mr. Chamberlain, indeed, after obtaining 
through Mr. Gladstone the permission of the 
Queen to explain the reasons for his resigna,.. 
tion from the cabinet, insisted on. reading a 
letter which he had at that period ad~ressed 
to his chief, containing, as he contended, a 
statement of his views, which showed that he 
could DO longer consistently remain a sup
porter of the proposed policy for Ireland. 

On the 7th of June Mr. Gladstone, in word. 
of solemn entreaty and mucb dignity, closed 
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the debate, and the division which foUowed 
ehowed tbat the government W1I8 defeated hy 
a ma.jority of thirty. The junction of the 
"Liberal Unionists" with the Tories had pre
vailed, and if in the general election which 
was to foUow the dissolution of parliament 
Mr. Gladstone's ministry was to return to 
power. it would be necessary for 180 seats to 
be WoIl in order to gain for it the required 
majority. 

Parliament was now ooeupied in closing the 
necessary work of the session, aud though 
several useful measures were withdrawn, 
others were passed. Among th ... were bills 
for conferring on the mother the guardian
ehip of her children after her husband's 
death,. jointly with the goardisns appointed 
by their father, a measure brought in by the 
attorney-general, Sir C. RUIBeU; and the 
Shop Hours Regulation Bill, introduced by 
Sir John Lubbock, to limit the hoUl'B of work 
of children and young women employed in 
ehopa 

The ..... ion ended on the 25th of June, and 
parliament was dissolved (fin order (to quote 
the Queen's speecb, delivered by commission) 
to ascertain the sense of my people upon the 
important propossi to establish & legislative 
body in Ireland for the management of Irish 
as distinguished from Imperial affa.irs." 

Addresses were quickly issued to constitu
ents, and the divergence of opinion of the 
Liberal Unionists was eharply emphasized. 
Mr. Gladstone's message to the electom of 
Midlothian appeared on the 14th of June. A 
month before this date Lord Salisbury, whose 
former characteristic bittern .... of speech had 
scarcely been corrected, had spoken at the St. 
James' Hall with a recklea indiscretion wbich 
.eemed to belong as much to lOme of the Tory 
leaders as to the Irieh N ationaliats who were 
so constantly denoQl).:ed for their violent de
c1arationa. It was to II the Na.tioDal Union of 
Conservative Associations» that he gave the 
assurance of his maintaining the traditional 
policy of the Tory party, and said that though 
he was not unfriendly to 10cal self-government, 
the Home Rule now asked for meant separ-
ationj that Ireland was not a nation, but two 
nations; that there were races, like the Hot. 
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tentots and even the Hindoos, who were inca. 
pa.ble of self-government; and he refused to 

place confidence in a. people who had acquired 
the habit of using knives and slugs. His alter
Dativepolieywas that parliament should enable 

tbe government of England to govern Irelaud_ 
(C Apply tba.t recipe honestly, consistently, a.nd 
resolutely for twenty years, and at the end of 
that time you will find that Ireland will be fit 
to accept any gifts in the way of local' govern
ment or repeal of coercion laws that you may 
wish to give her. What ahe wanta is govern
ment-government tha.t does not flinch, that. 
does not vary, government that she cannot hope
to beat down by agitations at Westmmster, 
government tha.tdoesnot alter in ita resolutions. 
or its temperature to the party changes which 
take place at Westminster." He added that 
he would rather employ Britieh wealth in 
aiding the emigration of a million Irishmen 
than in buying out iandlords. 

It is not easy to conceive a speech made by 
a statesman who had recently been prime
minister more exasperating to a people wh<> 
at any rate were asking only for concessions 
which would give them no greater control 
over their own affairs than was enjoyed by 
the inhabitants of other portions of the empire. 

The indignant remonstrances which were
afterwards made against. the terms that hI> 
had employed induced his lordship a few day~ 
later,at & meeting of the Primrose League, to
deny that he intended what his words had 
been interpreted to me&n-

Mr. Gladstone in his address to his constit
uents, before putting forward the details of' 
the policy which he had declared in parlia
ment, said: "Some method of governing Ir~ 
land other than coercion ought, as I thoughtt
to b. sought for and might be founeL I there
fore viewed without regret the faU of the latA> 
cabinet, and when summoned by her majesty 
to fo,rm a new one, I undertook it on the basis 
of an anti~coercion policy, with the fullest. 
expla.uatioD to those whose aid I sought as 
coUeagnes that I proposed to examine whether 
it might be poseible to grant to Irela.nd a 
domestic .legisJ.a.ture, under .conditions such as 
to maintain the honour and consolidate the 
unity of the empire. Two clear, positive, in-

89 
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telligible plans are before the world. There 
is the plan of the government and there is the 
plan of Lord Salisbury. Our plan is that Ire
land should, under well-considered conditions, 
transact her own affairs. His plan is to ask 
parliament for new repressive laws, and to 
enforce them resolutely, for twenty years, at 
the e'nd of which time he assures us that Ire
land will be ready to accept any gifo. in the 
way of local government or the repeal of 
coercion laws that you may wish to give ber." 

Mr. Gladstone in his journey to Scotland 
by the Midland :Rail way was everywhere re
ceived 'with an enthusiasm which showed that 
he had not loot the confidence of the public, 
and that he was still held in respect hy mul
titudes of his countrymen. His subsequent 
visits to Manchester and Liverpool were at

. tended by the same remarkable manifestations, 
and his addr ..... were listened to by &1moot 
overwhelming audiences. 

His suppo~rs no less than his opponents 
were also actively engaged in appealing to' 

large meetings in various parts of the country .. 
The excitement was tremendous; but it was 
BOOD surmised that the balance of opinioD, now 
preponderated by the secesaionistB from the 
Liberal ranks, would be against the measures 
presented to parliament. The popular appre
hension had not yet reached to the meaning 
of that alternative government which was to 
be exemplified by strenuous and continued 
8uppression, nor had it been able to accept the 
issues which were asserted to be inevitable if 
the bill. propounded by Mr. Gladstone'. gov
ernment were passed, even in the modified 
form which might be the result of the further 
consideration which he asked for them. 

The result of $e election was the return of 
86 Parnellites,78 Liberal Unioniso., 191 GIad
Btonians, and 316 Tories. Of the 231 GIad
ltonians who voted for the measure ~only 193 
were re-elected. Of the 93 Liberal Unioniso. 
who had voted against it and eight who had 
b~en absent, 73 were returned; but it waa be
lieved that, except on the question of Home 
Rule, a very large majority of them were more 
favourable to Mr. Gladstone than to Mr. 

_ Chamberlain or Lord Hartington. 
At any rate the Torie. had increased their 

adherents on the immediate question by 67, 
and though it would have heen difficult to say 
that any party could command an absolute 
majority, the Unionist vote now controlled the 
situation. Mr. Gladstone at once offered his 
resignation to the queen, who, by his advice, 
sent for Lord Salisbury. 

It was at one time thought that a coalition 
government might be formed, or that Lord 
Hartington might consent to form a govern~ 
ment with the support of the Tories, and Lord 
Salisbury actua.1ly offered to promote the latter 
arrangement, and even to ta.ke office in such 
a government. Lord Hartington declined. 
A ministry was therefore formed with Lord 
Iddesleigh as foreign secretary; Mr. W. H. 
Smith, secretary for war; Lord George 
Hamilton, first lord of the admiralty; Sir 
Michael Hicks-Beach, secretary for Ireland; 
the Marquis of Londonderry, viceroy; Lord 
Ashbourne, Irish chaucellor. Mr. Henry 
Matthews, Q.C., an Irishman and a Roman 
Catholic, who had defeated Alderman Cook 
in Birmingham, was appointed home secre
tary. As Mr. Matthews had once been a 
supporter· of Mr. Isaac Butt and Home Rule, 
his choice caused little less surprise than that 
of Lord :Randolph Churchill for chaneellor of 
the exchequer. 

When the new parliament met in,August 
there were some bitter discussioDs on the rela
tive attitude of parties to the Irish question; 
but the government disclosed no important par
ticu1&rs as to the policy they intended to adopt, 
except -that existing laWI would be enforced, 
that local government would be a question for 
the whole United Kingdom, that Sir Redvers 
Buller would be sent with a military command 
to suppress the "reign of terror" in the west 
and south, but would be directly responsible 
to the chief secretary, and that perhape three
quarters of a million would be lpent op ar
terial drainage if the goveroment were advised 
by experta to undertake it. 

After a calm and dignified review of the 
question and the position taken by the gov
ernment, Mr. Gladstone took no further part 
in the debate. He left England with some of 
his family for a short tour in Bavaria. Before 
leaving he had prepared a pamphlet on the 
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Irish question-a The History of an Idea" 
and I( Lessons of the Electioruf'-in which he 
-pointed out the successive events and develop.. 
menta by which the conclusion to which he 
had arrived respecting the government of Ire
land had been completed. He estimated that 
bis Irish policy was approved by three to two 
in Scotland, in Ireland by four and a half to 
one, in Wales by five to one, while in EDgland 
336 opponenls had been returned against 129 
supporters. But Mr. Gladstone was still COD

fident that the growth of public opinion would 
be in his favour, and that the more the people 
of England understood the real isauea of the 
question and were able to reflect upon them, 
the more eertainly would they recognize the 
justice of the demand on behalf of Ireland, 
and the impoeaibility of a continued policy of 
coercive and exasperating legislation. 

Mr. Parnell and his adherenls professed 
and exhibited a. like confidence, and moreover 
declared that while they could rely on the 
approaching recognition of the justice of the 
claims made by Mr. Gladstone on their behalf, 
and the growth of unprejudiced and friendly 
consideration by the people of England, the 
Irish 'Would accept their counsel of patience 
and moderation, and there would be a dimi
nution of the number of offences which would 
not have been effected by coercive measures. 
Tha.t there was an increased determination on 
the part of the Liberals, both in Scotland and 
England, to uphold Mr. Gladstone'. policy 
was evident, and Lord Rosebery contended 
at the N eweastle Liberal Cluh that the falling 
off of Liberal votes had been due to the 
abstention of constituents from going to the 
poll rather than to hostility to Mr. Gladstone. 
The Scottish Liberal Association passed, with 
only nine dissentients, 8. resolution of sym
pathy with Mr. Gladstone on behalf of Home 
Rule for Ireland. ' At the conference of the 
N ationa! Liberal Federation, held at Leeds, a 
vote of unabated confidence in Mr. Gladstone 
and a. programme, the clauses of which were 
on out-and.out Liberal lines, were enthusias
tically adopted. 

The short session had been barren of results. 
A Tenants' Relief Bill for Ireland, proposed 
by Mr. Parnell, had been refuaed, aud there 

were evidences that the demands made on the 
peasantry on some Irish estates were causing 
much suffering, and that unless some mitiga
tion of the claims for the utmost possible rents 
and a suspension of the evictions for Don
payment were promptly effected, the people 
on those estates would be driven to despera
tion. Relying on the accession to poW~l' of a. 
govemment pledged to coercion aD;d to the 
support of the lauded interests, there were 
many (though there were eminent exceptions), 
especially among absentee landlords, on whose 
property the claims for higher rents than could 
possibly be paid by the impoverished tenants 
were followed by evictions, often enforced with 
cruelty and with hostile demonstrations which 
were sufficient incentives to hatred and defi-" 
anee. 

Mr. Parnell had pleaded for the introduC>' 
tion of a Tenants' Relief Bill, as a temporary 
measure by which statutory tenanta whose 
rents had been fixed before the expiration of 
the year 1884 might apply to the Land Com
mission for abatement, provided that half 
the ient due and half the arrears had been 
paid, and evidence could ~ given that pay
ment of the rent in full would deprive the 
appellant of the means of buying stock and 
keeping the holding in cultivation. Lease
holders were to be enabled to apply for the 
relief of a. fixed statutory rent before the ex
piration of their term. of tenure, and proceed
ings for the recovery of rent were to be sus
pended on condition of the payment of half 
the rent and arrears. lt was' contended that 
such a. temporary measure would be a readier 
means of inquiry than would be afforded by 'a. 

proposed government commission, and that 
the great depression in prices of farm produce 
had not been taken into account when the 
judicial rents were fixed. The bill was re
jecte" by 297 votes to 202, only one Liberal 
Unionist voting in its favour and 30 against it. 

So great were the number of evictions in 
Kerry and the south of Ireland, and the sever
ity with which they were accompanied was so 
marked, that the landlords or their agents 
appeared to be taking haslly advantage of the 
policy avowed by the government and sup
ported ]>y the Liberal Unionisls who secured 
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its majorities. The tenants in many cases 
offered stubborn resistance, but the poverty 
and distress were such that Sir Redvera Bul
ler was impelled rather to endeavour to stay 
the eyictioDs than to suppress the attempts 
to resist them. Neither his efforts -nor the 
deprecatory ad vice of some members of the 
-government we~ sufficient to save the ·im
poverished tenants from being besieged by 
baili!t's and "emergency men," who turned 
them out of their houses, or in case of resis
tance were supported by armed police COD

.tabl .. while tbey pulled off the roofs, broke 
through the walls, and in some cases set fire 
to the buildings. 

In many instances when the DOticeS of 
• ejectment were served the tenants prepared 
for a desperate resistance. The bailiffs coming 
to.. dispossess them were attacked from the 
windows with showera of misailes or with 
boiling water poured from the roof. In some 
cases they were driven back, and for a time 
had to abandon the attempt; in others they 
Bucceeded in dragging the inmates out after 
a struggle in which they and their asaa.ilants 
sustained serious injuries, and the fray could 
only be ended by the interposition of the 
armed police, while the con:H.ict was watcned 

by crowds who sympathized with the evicted 
families, and oould not be ... ily dispersed. 
The parish pri..u., though they sometimes 
endeavoured to prevent further violence, often 
expressed' their opinioDs in language which 
certsinly did not disoourage continued oppo
sition to the law. 

The estate of Lord Clanricarde at Wood
ford, in Galway, one of the oldest hereditary 
properties in the country, had attained a cer
tain pre~eminence by exhibiting many of the 
WOI'Bt results of the sylltem of evictions. None 
of the tenants had ever Been "Lord Clanrack
rent," aa he was significantly called. They 
were in a condition of poverty for which there 
was no alleviation. RepresentatioIUI which 
w .... made on their behalf or by themselves 
were unanswered. Members of the National 
League declared that the people there were 90 

driven to desperation, tha.t they refused to 
liatsn to appeals urging them to refrain from 

. violent reaistanoe while the Rome Rule Bill 

was still before parliament. They determined 
to withstand to the utmost the attempts to
eject them from their holdings, a.nd prepared 
for a conflict which resembled a succession of 
small sieges, in which the assailants met with 
such resistance that when they at last effected 
an entrance they had little to reward their' 
persistency but heaps of ruined dwellings and 
demolished cottagea 

It was on this scene of misery that Mr. 
John Dillon first made known the scheme 
which had been prepared by the National 
League, for enabling the tenants to offer an 
organized resistance to the demand for ex· 
cessive rents, without resorting to what must· 
in the end be a hopeless contest of violence • 
This scheme, known as «the Plan of Cam
paign,. was soon afterwards printed and dis-
seminated all over Ireland, where it was to' 
be aeeo posted up in public placea in town~ 
and villages, and was read by the peasantry 
in almost every cabin in the districts where 
evictions were threatened. 
It was issued at a time when there was a 

temporary lull in the proc .... of ejecting ten
ants refusing to pey exceeoive rents; bot it 
pointed out that in the coming winter evic
tions would recommence, and that decisive· 
and effectual action must be taken before the' 
"gale da.y 2:1 or the time for another demand1 
from the rent officer. 

On each estate the tenanta were to combine· 
and to meet together; .hut though the braneh 
or the National League in any district might 
assist in convening the meeting, the tenants 
were to be free to decide on the course they 
would adopt, and the action of one estate
would not be in any way binding on another. 

Each .... mbly would appoint an intelligent 
chairman-the parish prieet if he we ... preeent 
-and would decide by resolution on the 
amomt of abetement that they would demand, 
A managing committee 01, say six person~ 
and the chairman should then be elected to· 
take eharge of the half-year's rent of .aeh 
tenant ehould the landlord refuse it, every 
person present pledging himself to abide by 
the decision of the majority, to hold no com
munication with the lalldlord or any of his 
agents except in preeence of the body of the 
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-tenantry, and to accept DO settlement for him~ 
.self that was Dot given to everJLtenant on the 
estate. 

No lU\mes of the committee were to be 
published. On the gale day the tenantry were 
to go in & body to the rout office, and if the 
.&ooent would not see them were to depute 
their chairman to act 88 spokesmau., to acquaint 
the agent with the reduction which they re
.quired. No offer to accept the ren~ U on ae
.count» was to be agreed to. Sbould tbe agent 
refuse, every tenant was to hand to the mana 
.aging committee the half-years rent which he 
tendered to the agent. This money was to be 
.deposited by the managing committee with 
.some reliable person, whose name would be 
known Duly by members of the committee. 
This money was to form an estate fund, ab
solutely at the disposal of the managing com· 
mittee, for fighting the landlord with. None 
of it was to be expended in law costs. In 
general it was to be devoted to the support of 
tenants dispossessed by sale or ejectment, and 
was to be distributed to each evicted tenant 
in the proportion of. his contribution to the 
fund. 

The N ationa! Leagu. was to guarantee that, 
in the event of the trustee with whom the 
estate fund was placed being dishonest, the 
money ehonld be made good to the tenant..., 
and the proportionate grants given to themj 
and that when the esta.~ fond was ex
hausted, or 80 dimiuished tha.t it would not 
meet the required grants, the granu. should 
be continued on the same seale by the Na
tioual League, and tha.t the grant Should be 
continued as long as the struggle lasted and 
the ma.jority of the teuants held out. Every 
lawful device was to be put in action to delay 
eviction, and if the evicted tenant were after
wards readmitted as caretaker, he should go 
in only on the undl:lrstanding that he cared 
for no other farm than his ownj while, should 
a tenant not be readmitted, shelter was to be 
procured for him. immediately by the manag
ing committee; and then, if necessary, a day 
should be appointed for all to .... m ble to 
build him a. hut on some spot convenient to 
the farm where th.landlord could not distw·b 
him. Should the landlord burn or demolish 

the home of a~ evicted family the committee 
were to consider, if 0111y 8. little rent were d'ue, 
whether action should be ta.ken to compel the 
landlord to repair the injury. Advice was 
given how to aet in ease of oal. of a farm by 
the sheriff, or the sale of cattle where the 
tenant had not already turned hiB cattle into 
money to be ready for the fight. In both 
cases farm or cattle were to be ron up at the 
oale to the full amount of the debt for which 
·they were seizedj or a farm in which a tenant 
had & valuable interest might b. put beyond 
the sheriff's power by mortgaging it to some
one to whom the tenant owed money. A 
watchful eye was to be kept on cases of dis
tress, where the landlord or agent was very 
likely to act contrary to tbe law, and would 
therefore be liable to action. 

The full.at publicity was to be given to 
evictions, and every effort made to enlist public 
sympathy. It was unnecessary to say tha.t 
the farms unjustly evicted would be left se
verely alone, and that everyone who aided the 
evictors would be shuDlled; but it was em~ 
phatieally declared that tbe man wbo tried 
boycotting' for & personal purpose was a worse 
enemy than the evicting landlord, and should 
be expelled from any branch of the LeacO'Ue or 
combination of tenants. ~ 

This is the outline of .the chief poinu. of 
that Plan of Campaign, not upon all, but only 
upon about forty of the estatee in Ireland. It 
was immediately successful, and before the end 
of the year several Irish members of parlia
ment were collecting and taking charge of the 
money of the tenants. The government, who 
had refused Mr. Parnell's proposal for a ten· 
ants' relief bill and had mad. no move in that 
direction, had now to pl'oceed to suppress a 
formidable organizatlon against the evicting 
landlords. Mr. Dillon, Mr. W. O'Brien, and 
Mr. Matthew Harris were arrested. The 
money that they had collected was seized, and 
they were taken before a magistl'ate and were 
with others summoned befol'e a. court of law 
in Dublin; but that did Dot stop them from 
pursuing the Plan of Csmpaign, which in the 
following. year flourisbed exceedingly. 

Meantime a fresh difficulty was occasioned 
bi the Budden resignation of Lord Randolph 
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Churchill, who had been appointed chancellor 
of the exchequer and leader of the Hou .. of 
Commons. It was surmised that he objected 
to the action taken by the government inregard 
to the Plan of Campeign-it waa known that 
he differed from Lord Salisbury on some points 
of foreign policy j hilt the immediate reason 
alleged .for his resignation was his opposition 
to the demands made to increase the army and 
na.vy estimates. It was afterwards known 
that he differed widely from the government 
on the application of the closure in the House 
of Commons, and that he was already out of 
harmony with the declarations on the subject 
'of coercion and the Irish question. 

Nothing was heard of-auy endeavour to in
duce him to reconsider his determination. 
His resignation waa apperently accepted as 
promptly as it was offered, and as Lord H.m. 
ington still declined Lord Salisbur/s proposal 
to form a coalition government of which he 
was to be pre~ier, Mr. Goscben-who was 
already more of a Tory than many of the 
Tori .. themselv~pted the office of chan
cellor of the exchequer, and prepared for 
uumitigated contention with his former 001-
lcago ... 

It was rumoured that Mr. Chamberlain, on 
his return from a foreign tour, BOught to form 
a coalition with Lord Randolph Churchill, by 
which he might join the" Liberal Unionists" 
in proposing a measure of approximate self
government for Ireland that would include 
certain points of agreement with Mr. Glad
stone, and enable them to return to the 
Liberal ranks. A Chamberlain - Churchill 
coalition had been already talked of outside 
parlia.ment. As these gentlemen were said 
to be on exceedingly friendly terms, and were 

. , '_, much alike in some significant characteristics, 
~eir political alliance waa not altogether im
p 'ba.ble j but the tentative proposition was 
not eavourably receh-ed by the more ad
vanced emben of the Liberal Glad.tonian 

pany. 
At a rath," later date Mr. Gladstone him

self was not'. ,only wining but desirous to 
encourage & cO:,nfidentiai di.ocuosio~ of tbe 
,.litieal situation !>y the leaden of the Home 
.Rule and the Unio~st sectiona, for the pur-

I 

pose, if possible, of securing common action 
by reducing to a minimum the divergence 
of opinion on the Irish question. This led 
to what were called the U Round Table» 
meetings, of which a good deal was heard at 
the time, but the proceedings of which led to 
some contradictory representations, showing 
plainly that Sir Willism Harcourt, Mr_ Mor
ley, Mr. Chamberlain, and Mr. Trevelyan 
were not likely to come to an agreement. 
Mr. Morley afterwards declared that the 
conferences bad broken down because of the 
irreconcilable language of Mr_ Chamberlain's 
public declarations. 

The Uuionists were therefore practically 
committed to the sUP,POrt of the government, 
that the Irish policy avowed by the ministry 
might be maintained, and their numbers suf
ficed to give the Tories a solid majority. 

In the later months of 1886 public atten
tion had been considerably engaged in pre
parations for celebrating the jubilee of the 
reign of Her Majesty the Queen. The fiftieth 
anniversary, which would fall on the 20th of 
June, 1887, was to be made the occasion of a 
great state-ceremonial at Westminster Abbey, 
at which all the royal family and a number of 
foreign potentates and -tbeir representatives 
were to be present. During that month of 
June throughout the kingdom, ih the colonies 
and dependencies of the empire, wherever 
Brit~ subjects were to be found, the 0cca

sion was marked by mauy splendid festivi
ties and 801emn and appropriate observances, 
in which the foundation of cbaritable insti
tutions was a conspicuous feature; and in 
almost every civilized country of the world 
the jubilee of the reign of Queen Victoria WAS 

marked by kindly and enthusiastic recogoi
tion, accompanied with expressions of respect 
and esteem. 

It does not come within -the scope of these 
pages to recount the demonstrations of aft'ec
tion ~nd loyalty in which the people of this 
country took part. The "Jubilee" had, 80 
to speak, a literature of its own, and tb"e 
writer of these lin .. has already narrated the 
events which led to the succession of the 
queen to the throne, has chronicled the pub
lic BDd domestic life of the royal family, and 
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has described some of tha principal celebra
tiona which distinguished the-jubilee year.' 

Partly in consequence of the diversion of 
public interest, politics! proceedings in the 
earlier part of a long and rather dreary ses
sion aroused comparatively little attention. 
From the 27th of January to the 16th of Sep
tember, 1887, with only a fortnight's interval, 
the debates were chiefiy devoted to the Irish 
qUestiOD, and it will be sufficient to indicate 
the few useful and important measures which 
were proposed and promptly adopted before 
the ministry and their supporters, by succes
sive errors, became involved. in the slough of 
that irregular, if not unconstitutional, pro
ceeding which will be historicalJy known as 
"the Parnell Commission!' 

Large meetings of both parties were held, 
and while the Tory organization was repre
sented by the Loyal and Patriotic Union, 
a London Liberal and Radical. U DiDn was 
added to the existing &BBOci&tions in ths op
position interest. Just before the meeting 
of parliament, people of all shad .. of politics! 
opinion were much distressed by the Budden 
death of the Earl of Iddealeigh (Stafford 
Northcote), who had come to London to con
fer with Lord Salisbury, and to take leave of 
his subordinates at the foreign office, where 
he died suddenly of heart disease, a few 
minutes after his arrival, in one of the apart;.. 
menta in Downing Street. When parliament 
met Mr~ Gladstone expressed, in most eloquent 
and graceful language, the general sentiment 
of sorrow entertained by the house and the 
country at the loss they b&4 sustained. 

The first bueinese brought forward by the 
government was the Dew rules of procedure, 
which ga-ve the initiative of the closure to the 
majority instead of to the chairman, the 
motion for closure to be made by any member 
with the consent <If the chair, and to be carried 
by a majority, provided that no fewer than 
200 were in favour of it. The proposition led 
to a series of debate., and was not carried till 
the 18th of March. 

In addition to many important amendments 
in existing acta, the reduetion of the duty on 
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tobacco, the remission of a penny of income~ 
tax, changes in the system of terminable 
annuities, and the establishment of 8. fund 
for local loans, there were improvements in 
the tenure of allotments and cottage gardens, 
which provided compensation to occupiers for 
crops left in the ground at the end of their 
tenancy, for labour and manure since the last 
crop taken, and for unexhausted improvements 
made with the landlords' consent. . 

In Scotch erofters' holdings the commis
sioners were to have power to protect tenants' 
effects from sale for arrears during the time 
that application for fair rent was under de~ 
ciaion. 

An important measure W&B passed to per
mit the conditional release on probation of 
first offenders in certain cases, where the per~ 
SOD convicted had not incurred a sentence of 
more than two yeani imprisonment. The 
ena.ctment known as the" Merchandise Marks 
Act» provided against the fraudulent imita
tion of British trade-marks by foreign manu
facturers or consignera and British consignees 
or manufacturers, and that act has since been 
strictly enforced, with th~ result that for~ries 
of British trade-marks on goods imported 
from abroad has been to a very great extent 
prevented. 

The act for facilitating the provision of al
lotments for the labouring classes, authorized 
any district sanitary authority, upon requisi~ 
tion, to purchase or hire by agreement suitable 
land for allotments, at a. cost which the rent 
of such allotments would recoup j or should 
such agreement Dot be concluded, gave the 
county authority power to make a provision8.l 
order, subject to confirmation by parliame,nt,. 
to confer compulsory power upon the district 
authority. No pe1'll:on to hold an allotment of 
more than one acre, and no sub·letting to be 
allowed, but commOll pasture to be in some 
cases provided. 

The Railway and Canal Traffic Bill was not 
passed till the following session. It was the 
resumption of the principle of the measure 
which hsd. been introduced by Mr. Mundella 
in the previous government, and provided for 
a cotmnission of the Board of Trade to con~ 
sider the incidenteof railway rates and charges. 



408 GLADSTONE .AND HIS CONTEMPO.RARIES. 

In the disc"';on of the principal measures 
brought before parliament Mr. Gladstone 
took a prominent part, and seriously criticised 
80me of the financial proposals of Mr. Gcechen, 
eapecis.lly those to diminish the annual pay
ment for reducing the national debt j but 
throughout the session the Irish question still 
loomed beyond all other subjects of legis
lation. 

The action of the government was prompt 
and decided. Mr. Dillon had been ordered 
by the Court of Queen'. Bench to find su. .... 
ti .. for £3000 within twelve daya or to bo 
imprisoned for six months. .He and five other 
defendanta were committed for trial by A 

magistrate in DubliD, but the jury failed to 
.agree in the prosecution for eonspiracy. A 
proclamation had been issued againot the Plan 
-of Campaign, but the severe measures taken to 
.uppress the National League and to prevent 
political meetings were met with defiance by 
the Irish lea.de~, who, while they continued 
to oppose evictions and to hold meetings for 
promoting the Plan of Campaign, averred that 
it w.. by their efforts to prevent agrarian 
crime, and by the hope that the justice of 
their cause was at last understood and acknow
ledged by the English people, that the num
ber of offences had diminished. 

The resignation of Sir Michael Hicke-Beach 
because of a serious affection of the eyes, led 
to the appointment of Mr. Arthur Balfour, 
the nephew of Lord Salisbury, .. secretory 
for Ireland. Mr. Baliour, who bad been pri
vate secretary to Lord Salisbury, and whose 
1l&Dl8 has been mentioned in a previous 
page as one of the "Fonrth party," held the 
appointment of secretory for Sootiand, which 
he relinquished tbat he might undertake his 
new and more onerous dotie& His compara.
tive youth and reputed delicacy of consti
tution gave rise to 80me doubts whether he 
would be able to fulfil the arduous task al
lotted to him; but it was 800n found that he 
was. ready to support the moat extreme mea
;suras of the government in Ireland, with a 
·resolute vigour which the Irish party char
.acterized u a proof of implacable tyranny 
a.nd an abendonmsnt of all sympathy with 
1Ihe just aspirations of the Iri~ people and 

the sufferings of the p .... ntry. That he be
came the object of repeated invective and of 
violent accusatioDs W88 not surprising, and it 
cannot be denied that the unmoved determi .. 
nation and apparent indifference with which 
he carried out the subsequent provisions of 
the Crimes Act in imprisoning those leadEn'S 
of the National League wbo made themselves 
liable to ita. otringent repressions, and the 
"alacrity with which he set about the 8uppres~ 
sion of boycotting and the prevention of poli
tical meetings in the proclaimed districts, gave 
some colour to the repeated charges of vindic
tive action which were brought against him 
both in and out of parliament. The "Crimea 
Bi.l4" UDder which these proceedings were in
tensified, was introduced by Mr. Balfour, who 
on March 21st gave notice of the Criminal Law 
Amendment (Ireland) Bill, and Mr. W. H. 
Smith urged that it should bave precedence 
of other measures, and bo passed quickly 
tmough its various stogss. 

The measure provided that by order of tbe 
attorney.general inquiries might bo held by 
resident magistrates and witnesses examined 
upon -oath,' although no person might be 
charged, whenever it sppeared upon swom 
information that certain offences had been 
committed in a proclaimed district. Power 
was given for a trial by the magwtrates, o~ 
persons accuse~ of certain crimes under the 
act, and punishment not exceeding six months' 
hard labour might bo indicted. Power W&B 

given (with a right of protest by the defend
&Ilt) to ch&llgs the place of trial for a crime 
committed in a proclaimed district. Either 
the defendant or tbe attoroey-general migbt 
demand a specisl jury. 

The lord-lieutenant in council might declare 
by proclamation that the provisions of the act 
relating to proclaimed districts should be in 
force in any district. By special proclamation, 
with BOme limitations, he might declare that 
any association formed for the commission of 
crimea, or encouraging or aiding pel'SODS to 
commit crimes, 01' promoting or inciting' to 
violenoe or intimidation, or interfering with 
the administration of the law or disturbing 
the maintenance of law and order, was a dan~ 
geroua MBOCiatiOll, and as such it might be 
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Buppressed,and anyperson attending a meeting 
or in any way taking part in lI1e proceedings 
of such a suppressed association, was declared 
guilty of an offeDee DDder the act. Such spe
cial proclamation was to he laid before parJia.. 
ment within seven days, and might be set 
aside within fourteen days after being BO 

brought befo ... parliament upon address to the 
crown by either .house. If issued during It. 

recess it was to expire at the end cd a week 
from date of issue unless parliament were 
summoned to meet at twenty dayEi notice. 

It will easily be seen, that though OD the 
face of it this measure might be defended as 
au. extraordinary remedy, it might be so illter~ 
preted as to become an instrument for sap
pressing political and individual freedom, and 
the Home Rulers did not hesitate to contend 
that this was its scope and intention. The 
debates on its provisions were long and acn
monio~, the determination with which it was 
upheld on ODe side and deuounced on the 
other led to scen .. of disorder and to persoDBI 
recriminations between the Irish members and 
their opponents. In April a demonstration 
against the bill was held in Hyde Park, when 
100,000 people were present. On its first 
reading, when under Dew rules of procedure 
Mr. W. H. Smith moved that" the question 
be now putt Mr. Gladstone had risen and 
walked towards the" No" lobby amidst the 
cheel'S of his supporters and the Home Rulel'S, 
and after the division in favour of the closure 
they left the house, refusing to vote for the 
first reading, which was therefore adopted 
without a division. This was repeated at some 
subsequent stages, and when the bill was in 
committee, though "urgency" was demanded 
for it, aud the closure was applied, it was not 
passed till July, and immediately afterwards 
eighteen Irish counties were proclaimed under 
~he act, and proseOOQOllB and imprisonments 
of Irish leaders began to be Carried out in 
earnest. Meetings were forbidden or sup
pressed, and, BB was said at the time, anyone 
in Ireland might be punished for "ma.king a 
face)) at a policeman. 

The paseing of the Crimes Bill through 
committee was expedited by the application 
of tl1e closure in the new rules of procedure, 

the Irish members lea.ving the house. On 
the motion for the third reading Mr. Glad
stone moved the rejection of the bill, which 
he sa.id had been introduced as an alternative 
to the policy of Home Rule, and was altogether 
unwarranted by the state of crime in heland. 
It was coercion of a new kind, for wblch there 
was no precedent, and while pretending to aim. 
at the sl1ppression of crime, it was aimed at 
the freedom of political associations •. The bill 
would not have been so strenuously opposed 
had it been simply directed against crime, but 
the provisioD which placed political ass0cia.
tions at the mercy of the chief secretary was 
altogether novel, and an outrage on public 
liberty. As to the attempt to prevent exclu
sive dealing, he challenged the government to 
propose a similar law for Eugland. 

The Irish Land ~i.1l proposed by the govern
ment was introduced by Lord Cadogan in the 
House of Lords on the 31st of March (1887). 
It was framed after reports had been received 
from a royal commission which had been ap
pointed to inquire into the subject, and had oc
cupied from October tothe middle of December 
in ~e previous year, in holding sixty sittings 
in various central districts in Ireland, and 
examining 305 witnesses of various classes. 
The commission was known as Lord Cowper's 

Commission, and consisted. of five members
Earl Cowper, the Earl ,of Milltown, Sir James 
Caird, Mr. John Chute Nelligan, and Mr. 
Thomas Knipe. The main provisions of the 
bill were the admission of aU leaseholdel"8 
(150,000 in number) to court to ask for a 
judicial revision of their rentsj permission to 
all middlemen and leaseboldel"8 who had sub
let their lands to throw up their l .. s .. if the 
court reduced the rents of their tenantsj per
mission to a landlord. who had obtained judg
ment of eviction to make his tenant a U care
taker" without first evicting him. The county 
court was endowed with an equitable juris
diction, to hear complaints from teDants, to 
give them time when necessary, and, if they 
were honestly insolvent, to relieve them in the 
sa.me manner as under the bankruptcy la.w 
from all or part of their debts, including rent, 
and in certain cases to reinstate them in their 
holdings at a .£ilir rent. On the other hand, 
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a landlord who could not get his rent was, 
under the bill, to be exempted from the pay
ment of rates. The bill was to be followed by 
a measure for abolishing the dual ownership 
created by the act of 1881. 

Mr. Parnell was not alow to declare that this 
Land Bill, taken in eonjunctionwith the Crimes 
Bill, revealed the general and complete policy 
of the government "mall its naked dishonesty." 
In moving that the Honse immediately reeolve 
itself into a committee to consider the state of 
Ireland, he said it was intended by the Tory 
party and the Liberal U nionista on the one 
sid. to coerce, if poeeible, the tenante of ire
land into the peyment of impoeeihle rente, 
and on the other side to compel the purchase 
of th.landlords' intereste at exorbitant pri..., 
which would lead to repudiation on a whole
eale ocale, and great 1000 on the pert of the 
English tax-peyen. He had alwaye thought 
that the solution of the Irish land question 
depended upon.the purch ... of their holdings 
by the teMnte. In 1879 he had been called a 
robber for advocating this plan. In 1880 the 
Irish party were held up to public odium for 
proposing steps directed to the same end. He 
had never doubted that in a scheme of land 

purchase lay the only hope of .. ttling the land 
question. If this were done on a fair basis in 
the absence of coercion the Irish tenant would 
fulfil his obligstiona to the last penny, for he 
would feel as one who drags a lessening instead 
of a lengthening chain behind him, and the 
transaction would therefore be unattended by 
any risk to the British tax-peyer; but the pr0-

posal. of the government wanted every ele
ment of security and satisfaction, for they were 
going to subject the unfortunate teDants and 
their advOC&tee to the most terrible penalties 
ill the event of their daring to BAy a 'Word 
again8t the ministerial view or the view of the 
Irish landlordL 

Some important modifications and amend
men18 to the bill were auggeated by Mr. 
Chamberlain, and some, which were sUll more 
acceptable to the Irish repreaantativea, by 
Lord Randolph Churchill. Amendmente were 
adopted in relation to leaseholder. and judicial 
'l"enta. The bankruptcy clauses Wet'S struck 
. out and some new clauses were added. The 

bill was not further opposed by the Iri.h 
perty, both Mr. Parnell and Mr. Dillon tacitly 
accepting it with such reservations as they 
had already expresaed in regard to the pro
bable effects of some of its remainiug clauses. 
0 .. the 18th it become law. On the following 
day, amidst the cheers of tbe miDisterialists 
and the equally empbatic disapproval of the 
opposition, Mr. Balfour announced the pro
ciametiOII of the National League .. a danger
ous association. 

On the 25th of August Mr. Gladetone moved 
an address to the crown praying for tbe witb
drewal of the proclamation. He contended 
that the information on which the lord-lieu
tenant acted ehould be !sid before parliament; 
that the want of such information destroyed 
all safeguarde for the juat exercise of such 
power; that the proclamation was directed not 
against crime but against combination, the 
arhitrary will of the lord-lieutenant being 
substituted for the decisions of the courts of 
law; that the clauses of the Crimes Act for 
the snpprelmion of dangerous associations were 
intended to be carried out by summary juri&
diction, which superseded trial by jury and 
virtually suapended the Habeas Corpua Act; 
that while the proclamation effected nothing 
by being brought before perliament, the Houae 
would have no control over the' orders which 
were to follow, .. they would be left to the 
arbitrary and unmitigated opel'8.tion of the 
executive. 
. Mr. Balfour, in reply, spoke of tbe returns 
of boycotting, the reports of the Cowper 
CommissiOD, and confidential reports to the 
govemment. He represented that the gov
ernment had Dot thought it expedient to pro
claim the League till after the pessing of the 
Land Act; and denied that the League was a 
political'association in the sense understood in 
England and Scotland, or that it had an:!, 
analogy with an English trade-union, because 
of the difference in the methods used to attain 
the object in view. ForgettiDg the earlier 
history of trades-unions he ridiculed the DOtiOD 
of a trade combination in England having 
recourse to outrages such as those which he 
alleged were practised by the National League. 
Mr. Gladstone's motion was negatived . 
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The numerous speeches made outside ~ 
lia.ment at various meetings, iftCluding dinner 
parties and garden parties, held for political 
more than for social reasons, were marked by 
considerable emphasis and no little recrimi

nation and invective, which even the general 
celebration of the Queen's jubilee scarcely 
seemed to mitigate. Amidst the unusual ex
citement that accompanied public observances 

and numerous assemblies for philanthropic 
objects, the Irish question and the strained 
relations of political parti.. could be only 
temporarily suspended. Endeavours to sup
press political gatherings in Ireland, and the 
determination with which the Irish leaders 
persisted in holding meetings at unexpected 

times and places, aroused a certain degree of 
sympathy in some quarters, especially in cases 
where there was no obvious attempt to incite 
the people to riot or disorder. The firat evic
tions at Woodford in J anua.ry had been BUC

ceeded by othem at Glenheigb, which were 
prosecuted with great severity, and were wit
nessed by some English visitors, whose ac
counts of them made a distinct impression on 
the public sense of humanity. At a place 
called Bodyke, evictioUB had been effected by 
aid of the police, to whom BOme of the tenants 
offered a determined resistance, and a few days 
after the paoeing of the Crimea Act Mr. Davitt 
visited the place, and with words of commen
~dation presented medals to those who had 
taken this course, and, as he appeared to de· 
eiore, had thus fnl611ed the duty of resisting a 
criminal or illegal act of eviction. The gov_ 
ernment retorted by proclaiming Ireland gene
rally to be under the clauses of the Crimea 
Act which rela.ted to rioting, unlawful assem
bly, obstructing the police, and holding unlaw
ful posselBion. These terms do not in them
selves indicate the power of suppression which 
the interpretation/of them included when the 

. clauses were applied to the extinction, in Ire
land, of expressions of political freedom which 
were common in England. As though with a 
design to test their operation, Mr. W. O'Brien, 
M.P., the editor of Unt'ud lre14nd, went in 
the early days of August to MitchelotowD, in 
county Cork, to encourage some of the people 
there to persistent opposition. The govern-

ment ordered a prosecution against him; but 
before the trial he presided at a meeting of 
the National .League in Dublin, where he 
denounced the action of the government, and 
sa.id that the people would be ddven to adopt 
a sweeping plan of campaigu. 

A local meeting was summoned a.t Bally
cure, near Ennis, but this was proclaimed, and 
BOme smaller meetings were held, watched 
by troops aDd police constables,· but no 
disturbances ensued. Mr. O'Brien and Mr. 
Mandeville, summoned to the petty sessions at 
Mitchelstown for their complicity in the pro
ceedings of the Plan of Campaign, disregarded 
the summons and did not appear. A meeting 
was called to be held on the day of tbe hear
ing, but no such demonstration was made 
until after the proceedings at the court-house 
had concluded, and the witnesses for the pro
secution having been examined, warrants were 
issued for the arrest of the two absent defenR 
dants. Then the demonstration began, but it 
was of a quiet and orderly kind. Several con
tingents from the adjacent country districts 
ma.rehed into Mitchelstown, and a procession 
of cars from Cahir brought Mr. Dillon, Mr. 
Labouchere, Mr. Condon, and Mr. Brunner, 
membel'8 of parliament, several priests, leaders 
of the National League, and a number of 
English visitors, including Bome ladies, who 
sympathized with the movement. A general 
procession was formed, and with bands play
ing national airs marched to the public square 
in the centre of the toWD, where about 8000 
persons assembled. The speakers were to 
address the meeting from the cars, and Mr. 
John Dillon bad just commenced when there 
was a sudden disturbance on the outskirts. of 
the crowd. At all ~hese meetings a police or 
government reporter had been present, and 
the Nationalists had never in any way tried to 
prevent it or made the least difficulty in the 
matter, so that had the reporter been there at 
the right time a place would at once have been 
assigned to him on the car close to the speakers. 
As it was he went late, and found himself 
outside a tightly-packed crowd, each member 
of which was intently listening to the speaker. 
It was ocareeiy likely that anybody would have 
got through very readily, but to attempt to 
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force a way tbrougb was an outrage, and this 
the police escort endeavoured to do for tbe re
porter, using what may be called contemptuous 
violence. It was an act of crim.inal folly, and 
tbe crowd reeented it and defended tbemsel vee; 
the police retired for reinforcements, returned 
in a much stronger body, and.again attempted 
to break througb the maiD crowd. Tbere 
was a struggle; the men in the crowd, many 
of whom carried sticko, turned to defend 
themselves, and the polies, linding themselves 
likely to be overpowered by numbers, h .... 
tened back to their barracko, from the win
dows of which they fired a volley. Mr. 
Balfour and the supporters of the government 
afterwards repreeented this to bave been in 
self¥defeuce, but Mr. Labouchere and othem 
who witnessed it declared tbat it was un
necessary and aggressive. One old man was 
shot dead, & young man mortally wounded, and 
several persons were seriously injured. The 
people's blood was up, and but for the efforts 
of Mr. Dillon, who exposed himself to immi
nent danger in his endeavours, the barracks 
would bave been attacked, and the reeults 
would have been most serious. With difficulty 
the officials were persuaded to order the police 
to cease firing and to withdraw, that the crowd 
might quietly disperse, which they ultimately 
did, through the iD1luence of the priests and 
the Na.tionalist leaden. The inquiry which 
was afterwards held proved tbat the police, 
whether under superior ordera or not, had 
acted in a manner which was calculated to 
disturb the public peace and to caUBe a serious 
outbreAk; but though this was the case, and 
a col'Ooer's jury returned a verdict of wilful 
murder against the county inspector and three 
conBtables, no serious rebuke was administered 
to anyone, and the government, instead. of 
Warning, went as far as possible in the way of 
commending ita executive. 

Mr. Gladstone afterwards, in referring to 
the results of the government measures in 
Irela.nd, had said, "remember MitchelstoWD,'" 
and for this he woe ..... Oed by his opponente, 
and .. pecially by Mr. Goechen, who spoke of 
it ns l\ "profligate expression; IJ but such in
v~ctiv .. were not likely to alarm Mr. Glad
atone, who said, "Though I regret it very much, 

it has become a matter of absolute necessity, 
not only to remember MitchelstoWDJ but even 
to mention Mitchelstown. It -was our duty 
from the first to keep it in our minde for con
sideration at the proper time; but the sanction 
given to such proceedings by the executive 
government, of which the power in Ireland is 
enormous, requires from us plain and unequi
vo<al and straightforward declaratione, with 
a view to the formation of a sound opinion in 
Eugla.ud, in order tbat the pestilent decl&ra
tiOIlB of Mr. Balfour may not be adopted, as 
they might be with great excuse, by his sub
ordinate agents, and may not be a means of 
further invasion of Irish liberty .... d possibly 
of further destruction of lrieh life. To speak 
plainly, I say that the law was broken by the 
agents of the law, and that it is idle to speak 
to the Irish people about obeying ~e law if 
the very government that so speake, and tbat 
brings the .. bills, bas agents who break the 
law by advisedly and violently breaking the 
orderof public meetings, and who are sustained 
in that illegal &etion.· 

Mr. O'Brien and Mr. Mandeville baYing 
been tried for their action with regard to the 
Pla.u of CamPaign on the Kingeton estates 
were sentenced to imprisonment, but appealed, 
and before the hearing a meeting was caJled 
at Woodford (Kerry) to protest against the 
severity of the evictions of Lord Clauricarde1s 
ten8Jlta. The meeting was proclaimed, a great 
force of troops and constables were sent to 

the district to suppress it. The day arrived, 
a serious collision was feared, though the Na
tionalists made no demonstratiOll. Nothing 
happeued, there was no meeting; the soldiers 
and policemen retired comfortably for the 
night; when silently and promptly the Na
tionalists &lTived from all directiona at the 
place appointed, .... d held an orderly, earnest, 
and picturesque torchlight meeting, during 
which Mr. O'Brien spoke from & window and 
burnt the official proclamation. Among those 
who were preaent was Mr. Wilfrid Blunt, 
w hose name was 80 prominent in the affairs 
of Egypt and the Soudan. He waa afterwards 
prosecuted for bolding lUlother meeting which 
had been proclaimed and violently 8Uppressed 
by the police. He, like Mr. O'Brien and 
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others, was imprisoned, a penalty shared by 
several members of parliament.."'Who were Na
tionalist leaders, and by Mr. T. D. SulliVlUl, 
lord.msyor of Dublin and proprietor of the 
Natt:on newspaper, who was sentenced for re
porting the proceedings of suppressed branches 
of the National League against the orders of 
the government. He went to trial in state, p~ 
eeded by the mace and attendeli by the high
sherif}' and the corporation in official robes; 
and as the magistrate first dismissed the .... 
on the ground of insufficient proof, returned 
amidst acclamations of the people. But the 
objection to committal was overraled, and Mr. 
Sullivan was afterwards sentenced, though 
the magistrate would only send him to prison 
8B a first..clUB misdemeanant. 

About this time Mr. Chambsrlain-not, of 
course, to bs outdone by Lord Randolph 
Churchill-went on a kind of triumphal pro
gress through Ulster to encourage the oppo
nents of Home Rule. Then followed a semi~ 
official visit of Lord Hartington and Mr. 
Goeehen to Dublin, where the former argued 
against Mr. Gla.dstone's demand for Home 
Rule, by cl&iming as the willing conceseion of 
the British parliament the measure of dis
e.tablishment which Mr. Gladstone himeelf 
had inaugorated and camed. The year ended, 
80 far 88 Ireland was concerned, with the 
decided separation of the Fenians from the 
Nationalists, and the reduction by the Irish 
land commissions of all the judicial rents fixed 
since 1881 from 6 to 20 per cent, an alteration 
which applied to 114,647 judicial rents, and 
represented £360,000 a year, the 1088 of which 
was regsrded .. a grievance by the landlords, 
although they had long given up all hopes of 
getting payment of arrears in full. The N ... 
tionalista represented the measure as combin. 
ing the very minimum concession to the ten· 
ants with the very maximum disrega.rd of the 
ao-called rights of the landlords. Thns the 
jubilee year cloaed, but we must go back to 
ita earlier months that we ma.y tm.ce in briefest 
outline the events which led the government,
blinded by their determination to yield neither 
favour nor jUBtice to their opponenta,-to pur. 
sue the devious path ending in the Parnell 
Commission. With the more recent phases of 

this series Qf blunders the present concluding 
chapterof social and political progress must end. 

The Tt'm61 newspaper was ready not only 
to support the government and its converts 
in their coercive policy for Ireland, but to pro· 
vide arguments and to publish what was, re

presented to bs collected evidence in il>l justifi
catioD, accompwied with violent accusations' 
against the members of the National League 
and the Irish representatives in parliament. 
The language used against the Irish party 
by adherents of the government was distin· 
guished by the earne kinds of invective and 
unbridled declaration as that which appeared 
in the Pima, and there was. soon an obvious 
connection between them. The speakers on 
the government aide in and out of parlia-
ment, emboldened by what they regarded aa 
the authority of "the leading journal," whicb 
was not only collating and expounding re
ports of recent manifestations in Ireland,. 
but was using money and influence to obtain 
what was represented to be crushing evidence, 
denonneed the Irieh leaders in terms of in
creasing acrimony. On the other hand the 
1'imelJ, encouraged by the tacit support of the 
government representatives and the evident 
approval given to ita representations, intensi
fied its aspersions, and published charges not. 
only against the National Leugue as a body, 
but against individual members of it., which 
were unjustifiable except under the most ex
treme conditions, and in the light of open and 
indieputable proofs. 

It is obvious that a powerful journal with 
widely extending connections and great pecu
niary resources, would have little difficulty in 
obtaining almost any kind of evidence it mig~t 
be suppoeed to desire, by employing agents 
who were in commun,ication with various UD

ecfupuloUB persons. It is equally manifest 
that there would be considerable probabili.ty 
of such evidence being invented or concocted. 
That this was the ca.ae in some of the most 
important imtances on which the Pim61 relied 
for the support of its charges h .. been amply 
proved. Th~ course pursued not only in ob
taining but in accepting the evidence on which 
.. the leading journal' depended for establish
ing the accusations which it recklessly pro-
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mulgated, remains an amazing example of 
the extremities to which political rancour may 
lead. Unhappily the government was also 

I 
led by political ranoour to .the asme extremity. 
The reeult wae that they appeared to every 
unprejudiced observer to be not only endor~ 
sing the declarations of the Times, but to be 
committing themselves to the protection of 
the '1'i_ by a ref1ll!&l of the regular parlia
mentary means by which the Irish members 
might pereonally demand an inqniry on the 
grounds of breach of privilege. 

In Doe of the series of articles in the Times 
which were published under the suggestive 
title of "Pa.rnellism and Crime," Mr. Dillon's 
allegation that he and Mr. Parnell and oth .... 
of bis colleagues had no connection with the 
murderous conspiracies of P. J. Sheridan and 
others, who bad ceased to have any association 
with Mr. Parnell and the "coDstitutional or
ganization 11 of the League, was declared to be 
"demonstrably ,and flagrantly fa.1se i" and Sir 
Cbarl .. Lewis brought the matter before the 

. House, movingthat it was a breach of privilege. 
The debate was adjourned to the following day. 
when Mr. W. H. Smith stated that the gov
ernment had come to the conclusion that the 
article did not constitute a breach of privilea-ej 
but, admitting the right of the Irish memhers 
to demand an inquiry, would consent to a 
prosecution being instituted by the attorney~ 
general against the 'Pi ..... and that Mr. Dillon 
should conduct theproceedinga. Sucha strenge 
semblance of a concession was not likely to 
commend itself either to Mr. Dillon person
ally or to his colleagues as a representative 
body, and it was refused. The solicitor-gen
eral then moved as an amendment to Sir C. 
Lewis' motion, that the House declined to 
treat the 'Pim .. article as a breach of privilege. 
This was carried, and Mr. Gladstone's pro
posed amendment for the appointment of a 
select committee was rejected. Mr. Parnell 
and the Iri.h repreesntatives had already a 
far stronger case than this against the Timu. 
The aeries of articles Ie Parnelliam and Crime U 

were republished in pamphlet form, and 
had, like other publica.tioDs, been distributed 
throughout the country by the usual agency 
.of those railway book·stalls which were a part 

of the organization of the business of which 
Mr. W. H. Smith. first lord of the treasury 
and leeder of the House. was the heed. Those 
articles concluded with an intimation that un
published evidence existed which would "bind 
still closer the links between the 'constitu
tional J chiefs and the contrivers of murder 
and outrage." 

On the 18th of April. 1887. there apperu:ed 
another article headed, "Parnellism. and Crime. 
Mr. Parnell and the Phcenix Park Murders," 
couched in such virulent terms that nothing 
could have excused them, except the p0s

session of absolutely unassailable evidenos. 
This (documentary) evidenos. in the form of 
letters alleged to have been written or signed 
by Mr. Parnell. the article declared""", in the 
possession, and had long been in the custody 
of the Timel, and had " a. most serious bearing 
on the Parnellite conspiracy. We 
produce one document in facsimile t<Hla.y by a 
process, the accura.cy of which cannot be im~ 
pugned, and we invite Mr. Parnell to exp1a.in 
how his signature bas hecome attaehad to sueb 
a letter." 

The facsimile followed. It purported to be 
that of a letter, the body of which was not in 
Mr. Parnell's handwriting, but signed by~, 
addressed to Patrick Egan. the former trea
surer of the Land Lesg"e after' the Phrenix 
Park 8M8S8inatioDs, and was as follows:
"15/5/82. Dear Sir.-I am not .urprised st 
your friend's anger, but he and you should 
know that to denounce the murders was the 
only course open to us. To do that promptly 
was plainly our best policy. But you ean tell 
him and all oth .... oonosrned that though I 
regret the accident of Lord F. Cavandish'. 
death I cannot raiu.. to admit that Burke 
got no more than his deserts. You are at 
liharty to show him this, and others whom 
you ean trust also. but let not my address be 
known. He can write to House of Commons." 
This occupied the first page of a sheet of note
paper, and was rather crowded at the bottom 
of the page. as though the writer had seen 
that he would barely have spaee to get all the 
word. in. Nearly at the top of the fourllo 
page followed the words, "Yours very truly, 
Chaa. S. Parnell," which, U after a moat careful 
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and minute scrutiny," were declared to be in 
Mr. Parnell's own h8.ndwritin~ The wording 
or composition of the letter, the improbability 
that such 8. communication would have been 
intrusted to an amanuensis, and perhaps still 
more the singular situation of the signature 

on the fourth page, might possibly have given 
rise to some doubt to any but an opponent 
eager to publish B: damning accusation. The 
latter peculia.rity was, however, ingeniously 
accounted for as being "an obvious precaution, 
ao that the haH-sheet might, if necessaJY, be 
tom off and the letter disclaimed "-a result 
which a person of only ordinary intelligence 
would fancy might have been secured by de
stroying the letter altogether_ These and 
some other points were at once indicated by 
various newspapers, whose words were quoted 
in the Ti .... itself, which alao puhlished the 
telegrnm immediately sent by Patrick Egan, 
who was in Nebraska, to Mr. La.bouchere, de
claring that no such letter bad been written 
to him by Parnell, and that the whole thing 
was &. base fabrication. These and other 
denials did not arrest the invectives and de
clarations of the Tim81 and its supporters. 
They were continued and repeated with in
creaaed emphasis. Mr. Parnell, who at first 
had suspocted that some one had obtained 
hia autograph at the head of a blank abeet of 
note-paper a longtime previously, and that the 
letter bad. been writteu on the opposite page, 
Boon discovered that the signa.tnre was & not 
very clever imitation of the DlIUlDer in which 
he used to write his name some years before, 
but had abaudoned long before the date of 
the letter_ He declared in the House of 
Commons tha.t it was a. barefaced forgery, and 
aaserted that he would willingly have placed 
his own hody between Lord Frederick Caven
dieh and the .......un's knife. The animus of 
the supporte1'8 of the govel'nment was shown 
by their cries of "Burke! Burke!" which were 
met by the declaration that he would have 
done the same for Mr. Burke. 

Nothing would avail to mitigate the infatu
ation of political hatred expreased both by the 
"leading journal" and the miniaterialists. All 
the measures of the government were sup
ported by the Unionists, of whom Mr_ Morley 

afterwards said:-"They say tha.t there is a 
great gulf between us, lUld it is true; there 
is a gulf, and their political morality is at the 
bottom of it." Mr. Gladstone spoke frequently 
with his customary force and eloquence in 
support of the claims of Ireland and of her 
representatives in parliament, and in depreca
tion and sometimes denunciation of the policy 

of suppression which was carried o~t by the 
chief secretary, in accordance with tha.t in
terpretation of the Crimes Act which created 
and punished ascriminal offences actions which 
in other places than Ireland wel'e regarded 
only as of political significance. Some of the 
Irish re:presentatives were repeatedIyin prison, 
and against Mr. William O'Brieil especially the 
law was constantly being enforced. No right of 
public meeting for any political purpoae was 
pennitted in Ireland, and any printed notice 
of Buch meeting was forbidden. Of course 
many meetings were held in spite of these 
repressive measures, and with the inevitable 
results of occasional conflicts, numerous arrests, 
and a more atringent application of laws the 
meaning of which was 80 intensified as to pro
duce those "vicious social conditions" con
demned by Mr. Gladstone. On the 25th of 
June (1888) Mr. Morley moved a censure on 
the government administration in Ireland. 
Speeches _ were delivered by leaders on both 
sides of the House, and the motion was re
jected by 366 votea to 273. 

Mr. F. H. O'Donnell, former M.P. for Dun
garvan and a follower of Mr. Parnell, had in 
the previous November commenced action for 
libel against the chief proprietor and director 
of the Timla (Mr. Walter) on account of state
ments in "Parnellism and Crime," which he 
contended applied to him as one of the Pu
n.llite party_ The defence was that the al
leged libels did not relate to him, and that the 
charges complained of were true. 

The brief for the Tim .. was held by Sir 
Richard Webster, the attorney-general, who, 
in proof of the latter part of the defence, re
peated, and, in attempting to justify, of course 
amplified, BOme of the worst of the accusations. 
Mr. Parnell had attended·in court in the rea
sonable expectation that he would be called 
as a witness, and would have an opportunity 
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of answering upon oath the charges made 
against him, and of denying the authenticity 
of the letter published by the Timu and of 
other lette ... read by the attorney-general in 
court. On the second of J oly Mr_ Parnell 
asked leave to make a pemona! explanation (of 
whieh this was part) in psrlisment, and, after 
reading the letters attributed to him, pro
nounced them to be palpable and abeurd for
gerieL On the twelfth he recurred to the 
subject, and asked th. governm.nt to aseent 
to the appointment of a select committee to 
inquire and report on th. anth.nticity of the 
letters affecting m.mbe1'8 of the Hoose, read 
'by the attorney-general at th. triaI_ 

Mr, W. H. Smith, on behalf of the'gov ...... 
ment, stated thet their opininn had not altered 
with regard to th. incompeteney of the pro
posed committee to deal with the question, 
bot they we.... willing to propoee .... act 
appointing a commission to inquire into the 
allegatioDO against members by the defendants 
in the recent action.. The acceptance of the 
bill appointing this commission was stated to 
b. at the option of Mr. Pa.rnell and his col
leagues; but when it was introduoed four days 
afterwards as the .. Charges and Allegations 
Bill n no choice of acceptance or rejection was 
offered, and the government announced that 
they intended to procoed with it in any case. 

It was not surprising that the fact of an 
intervi.w of the first lord of th. treasury and 
hia "old friend,'" Mr. Walter, should have 
heen brought forwerd in the eneuing d.bate, 
though it was expla.io.ed as an occurrence that 
had in no way influenced the determination 
of the government. Still less aurpriaiDg were 
the expressioDs of dissatisfaction that the at
tomey-generaI, the official legal adviser of th. 
govemment, was engaged to conduct the case 
for the Timu, .. peciallyas Mr. Smith claimed 
for the government the fullest liberty of action, 
and would not promise that tbe attorney
general should not attend the cabinet meeting 
for diac\lOOiog th. bill and appointing th. com
mission. No objections of.the opposition or of 
the Irish representatives who lOoght inquiry 
w ..... to be listened to. The appointment of 
Mr. J ueties Day was questioned on political 
grounds, but th. nomination was upheld. 

The government was acting without due 
regard to constitutional right, and, instead of 
listening to remonstrances for their conduct, 
adopted the old plan of "bouncing it oot." 

The bill was passed on the 8th of August. 
The commission was appoioted, and consisted 
of Justicea Hannen, Day, and Archibald L. 
Smith. In the House of Lords it was COD

tended by Lord Hersehell thet Mr. Parnell 
and th. Irish party had been treated with 
great nnfairn.... A commission of judgee 
was not a proper tribu .. 1 for deciding p0-

litical questions; but as the government bad 
resolved that & commission of judge. should 
decide these queetiona, regurd ehou1d bave 
been had to their political opinions, heesuee 
it was ridicoloue to suppose that the judges 
had always been up in a balloon and were 
inasnsible to the politieal feelings whieh in
fluenced their fellow-men. 
It is to be noted that the act appointing the 

commission being without a precedent there 
was DO example far the commission to follow 
ae to the course of prooedure. They did not 
pureue the plan whieh would bav. been adop
ted by a royal commission of inquiry, 'becaose 
they thought that by calling witn ..... they 
would he taking the poeition of prosecutors 
instead of judges. As th.y did not, of course, 
wish to prosecute the Tim<&, whieh was the 
offender whose statements were to be the 
subject of inquiry; they fell into the opposite 
error of trying the oomplainmtA by deciding 
«that the inquiry should be conducted as 
though au wue had been directed to be tried 
to determine whether or not the persons 
eharged had been guilty of the acts alleged 
against them~" 

It is to be ohaervoo that the "peraons 
eharged' meant not th. Ti...., againet "hieh 
relisf was 8Ought, but th. complainants for 
whom it was pretended that the commission 
had been appointed_ Having no other p ..... 
cedent the commission adopted the procedure 
of an ordiDary court of justice, but with the 
diJl'erenoe that th. persons appesring before 
them eeemOO somehow to ehange pIacee. It ia 
not contended here that this had th. ultimate 
effect of causing injustice to be dons eo far .. 
the judgment of the commiation wuconcemed; 
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but it w .... remarkable W:t that membel'S 
of the govemmeut and its S8:pporters con
tinued to speak of the tria.l and the commission 
88 though, iustesd of an inquiry desigued to 
meet the demand of men against whom charges 
of horrible crime had been brought, th ... men 
themselves, o.nd especia\ly he who hed been 
most aspersed, were virtually undergoing pro
secution in a criminal court. 

Mr. Gledstone pointed out that there would 
be a d&oger of the issue of the inquiry being 
diverted from the restriction of the ch&rges to 
defiDite accusations o.gaiust individuals, o.nd 
that it might be so generalized as to seek to 
include in a confused and indefinite way the 
whole or .e&rly the whole of the Nationalist 
representatives in parliament. When the 
Tima was called upon to name the persons 
accused against whom it was to give evidence 
in proof of the cho.rges the list included sixty
five persons. All the members of parliament 
appeared, and with three exceptions were 
represented by aolicitors and cou.llS8l~ Sir 
Charles Russell was retained for the" Bccused,)J 

or "respondents» as the complainants were 
called. With him was Mr. Asquith. With 
the attorney-general for the Pim .. was Sir 
Henry James, and other counsel took some 
part in the proceedings. The" accusers'» were 
edvised to formulete, according to the articl .. 
in "Parnelliam. and Crime," the charges and 
allegations which they intended to make, and 
to subtantiate by evidence. 

The sittings of the commiBSiOll commenced 
on Oct. 17th. It would be impossible within 
the present limits of these poges to follow its 
protracted proceedings, or even to give the 
faintast outline of the evidence of the' enor
mons number of witnesses called on both sides. 
In the neighbourhood of the new CQurta of 
justice were to be seen Irish farmers, peasants, 
pa.riah priests, trade£men, and persons of no 
ostensible occupation, and a few 'Women. 
Many had been 8ummoned from remote parts 
of Ireland, and BOme from America and from 
France. As the inquiry dragged .its slow 
length along the public wearied of itj but it 
BOOn appeo.red that, .t all events, the worst 
charges of the Timu could not be so substan
tia.ted aa to justify or even to excuse the 
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manner and the extent of the accusations. It. 
is not surprising that the means by which. 
much of the evidence on which. the Timu de
pended for tbe strengtbeuiug of its case waa 
procured should bave called to the front .. 
number of false witnesses. Where consider
able BUIllB of money might be obtained, it 
could only be expected that perjurers, spiesI' 
... d forgers would represent that they had 
important evidence to sell Public interest 
had. been waning when it was revived by the 
report that the inquiry bed reached the point 
of examining the lettol'S attributed to MD. 
Parnell. In the evidence already taken on tbe 
subject Captain O'Sh .. bed stated his belief 
that the signature to tbe letter which bed bee. 
published in the Tim .. was tbat of Mr. Par
nell; but the year had closed without serious 
incrimination of any of the Irish representa
tives in parliament. Mr. Parnell bed brougbt 
a separate action -against the Time.! in the 
Scotch courtj but in March, 1889, it was di&. 
missed, Lord Kinnear declaring that the court 
had DO jurisdiction. Imprisonments had. been 
going: on in Ireland, and Mr. Balfour had 
aided the evictions on the Cla.nricarde estate 
by sending eoldiel'S to belp the police and tbe 
bailifI's. Mr. William O'Brien bed been sen
tenced to five months' imprisonment in Jan
uary, a.nd to m months' imprisonmjIDt in 
Februo.ry, 1889. 

These events were eclipsed by the announce~ 
ment in February that the man, Richard 
Pigott, from whom the Pi""" bed obtained 
the incriminating lettel'B was in London, anel 
prepared to give evidence. His appearane& 
and ma.nner in the court was regarded with 
some suspicion. His antecedents would not. 
bear investigation. He was "shadowed n by 
the police, and stayed. at an hotel close to the: 
courts; but when he was. expected to continue
his evidence he failed to appeo.r. He bad 
dreaded. the ordeal of cross-examination, and 
had been to the house of Mr. Labouchere, to. 
whom, in the presence of Mr. Sala, he had 
given a written confession that the letters 
which had been obtained from bim, and sold 
to the manager of the Times.for Bums amollDt~ 

ing to £2530, bad been fOl'ged by himeelf. 
The story be had told of the mlUlner in which 

90 
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the letters caule into hiB possession had already 
been regarded by the commission as unworthy 
of credit. A warrant was issued for his ap
prehension, and on the lOth of March he was 
traced to Madrid, where he committed suicide 
by shooting himself. The excitement caused 
by this collapse of the charge so powerfully 
insisted on was tremendous, and the after 

prooeediuga of the inquiry were regarded as 
of comparatively little iuterest-part1y be
cause of the difficulty of following the long 
accounts of them. The commission concluded 
on the 22d of November, 1889, the speech by 
Sir Henry James on behalf of th~ Timulaat. 
ing for above 11 days. About 600 witnesses 
had been e:m~ined, and 98,177 questioDs an
swered. 

Mr. Parnell had brought an action ogainat 
Mr. Walter and another, representing the 
Tim.., cl&iming £100,000 damagea for libel, 
by the publication of the letten alleged to 
have been written by Mr •. Parnell, and in 
the articles commenting upon them. The 
caee was brought before the Lord Chief
justice Coleridge and 8 special jury in the 
Queen's Bench division of the High Court of 
Justice. On the 3rd of February, 1890, on 
the case being called for hearing, the counsel 
for the Tim.. intimated to the judgea that 
there was no necessity for arguing the question 
of damagea. Mr. Parnell had consented to 
accept £5000, the Tim .. to pay all the coats, 
and the jury returned a verdict accordingly. 

The report with the findiuga of the special 
commission was issued on the 13th of February, 
1890, and displayed CODsummate ability in 
presenting a series of decisions which, while 
they acquitted the acouBed penonB of the 
moat serious charges, did not necessarily ar
raign those supporters of the government who 
had accepted and endorsed them. 

It was found that the respondent membel'B 
of parliament collectively were not membel'B 
of a conapiracy to eBtahiiah the abeolute inde
pendence of Ireland, but that sorue of them, 
with Mr. Davitt, establiBhed and joined in the 
La.nd League organization with that intention. 
The names given were Da.vitt, Dillon, M. 
"Harris, W. O'Brien, W. Redmond, J. O'Con~ 

. nor, J. Condon, J. J. O'Kelly. 

It waa found tbat the respondents did enter 
into a conspiracy by a system of coercion and 
intimidation to promote an agrarian agitation 
against the payment of agricultural renta, for 
the purpose of impoverishing and expelling 
from the country the Irish landlords, who 
were styled the "English Garrison.- This 
referred to boycotting. 

That the respondents did defend penona 
charged with agrarian crime, and supported 
their families, but that it had not been proved 
that they euhscribed to teatimoniala for, or 
were intimately associated with, notorio1l1!o 
criminals, or that they made payments to 
procure the escape of criminals from justice. 

That aa to the allegation that the reepond
ents made paymeuts to compensate persons 
who had been injured in the commission of 
crime, that they did make sucb payments. 

That aa to the allegation that the reapond
ents invited the assistance and co-operation 
of, and accepted subscriptions of money from, 
known advocates of crime and the use of dy
namite, the reapondents did invite the assis
tance and COwoperation of, and accepted sub
scriptions of money from, Patrick Ford, a 
known advocate of crime and the use of dyna-. 

. mite, but tha.t it bad not been proved that the 
respondents or any of them knew that the 
Clan-na-Gael controlled the LOague or waa 
collecting money for the Parliamentary Fund .. 
. That the reapondents invited and obtaiued 

the asaistance aDd co-operation of the Physical 
Force party iu America, includiug the Clan
na-.Gael, and in order to obtain that assistance 
abstained from repudiating or condemning the 
action of tbat party. 

With regard to the specific chargea ogaiuat 
Mr. Parnell: the monstrous episode of the 
forged lettera was of coune disposed of, and 
of the three tbat remained, the charge that 
at the time of the Kilmainham negotiations 
Mr. Parnell knew that Sheridan and Boy ton 
bad been organizing outrage, and therefore 
wished to use them to put down ontrage, was 
not proved. 

The declaration that Mr. Parnell was iuti
mate with the leading Invincible&, that he 
probably learned from them what they were 
about ,,,hen be was released on parole in April, 
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-1882, and tbat be recognized the Phamix Park 
murders as their handiwork, -was found to 
have had no foundation, and it was also found 
that the Invincibles were not a branch of the 
Land League. 

It was found that Mr. Parnell did not make 
any remittance to enable F. Byrne to escape 
from justice. 

It was found that Mr. Davitt was a mem· 
ber of the Fenian organization, and received 
money from a fund which had been contrib
uted for the purpose of outrage and crime, and 
called the Skirmishing Fund, but tbat this waa 
not for the formation of the Land League, but 
for promoting the agitation which led up to it, 
and that Mr. Davitt returned the money out 
of his own resources. It was also found that 
he was in close and intimate association with 
the party of violence in America. for the pl.lr
poee of bringing about an alliance between· 
tbat and the Parnellite and Home Rule party 
in America, he being maiDiy instrumental in 
bringing about that alliance. 

It will be seen that much of the gravity of 
tbeae findings dependa on their relating to 
comparatively long past events, and, more 
recently, on the definition of what constituted 
crime and outrage under the Crimes Act. 

The report (the full details of the oommia
sion extend to six volumes) was presented to 
parliament, and on the motion that it be en
tered in the minutes of the Honse, amendments 
were proposed by Mr. Gladstone in empha.tic 
terms, and by other members in less marked 
language, tbat the entry should be accompanied 
by expressions of regret that the Irish mem~ 
bers had been subjected to serious and ground~ 
leas charges. But the government refused to 
introduce any comment, and the resolution 
waa paaaed in both houae&, after a debate in 
which Lord Randolph Churchill, to the general 
Burprise, denounced' the action of the govern~ 
ment in promoting a commission of inquiry, 
the reeults of which he characterized in per
bape stronger languags than had been heard 
in parliament for a good many yean. With 
tbis brief acoount of an historical episode, the 
influence of which on public opinion has yet 
to be computed by an appcal to the constitu
encies, t~ present record must close. 

A few remaining linea may be devoted to 
a brief notice of Bome of the recent principal 
measures which have been passed amidst the 
conllict tbat bas retarded the political, or rather 
the legislative, progreaa of the country. It 
may be queationed whether the financial pro
posals ma.de by the chancellor of the ex· 
chequer in. his 80ccessive budgets have been 
very striking or .original, but the moat impor~ 
taut which baa been made for many yeara in 
relation to the -redemption of the national 
debt was the National Debt Convereion Act 
of 1888, by which the rate of intereet to 
atockholdere waa reduced from 3 per cent to 
21, and Ditimate1y to 21. The holde", of new 
three per cente, who oould be paid oif at any 
time without notice, were offeJ."ed a three per 
cent dividend for the year ending April, 1889, 
if they brought their stock in. for conversion, 
and proprietore of CODaols and reduced_ck 
were offered in a.ddition a bonus of five shil~ 
lings per cent if tbey would forego tbeir claim 
to a year's notice before redemption. Recog~ 

nized ~ents or brokers bringing in such stocks 
for conversion were allowed I •. 6t:l. per cent. 
The greater number of holders of new three 
per cents conformed to the Bcheme, and 
those who refused to do 80 were paid oif. 
£512,000,000 out of £~58,OOO,OOO was con· 
verted. Of consols ,£40,000,000 and of re
duced £6,000,000, remaining to be dealt with, 
ooDid, by the operation of the National Debt 
(Supplemental) Act, be paid oif at par on or 
after July 6th, 1888, by paymenta of not leas 
tban £500,000 at a tim.. From April, 1889, 
holders of converted~etock were to receive 
oDiy 21 instead of 3 per cent intereat until 
1903, and afterwards 2t per cent, the new stock 
not being redeemable till 1923. The ea.ving 
thus effected was calculated at £1,400,000 a 
year till 1903, and .£2,800,000 a year after
ward. 

The Law of Distreaa Amendment Act of 
1888 made some considerable improvements 
inamending thela.wof distress for rent, thereby 
relieving the tenant of the liability to be sub. 
ject to vexa.tious distraint byimproperlyantbo
rized persona. The act forbids any person to 
act 88 bailiff to levy distress, unless authorized 
by certificate of a county court judge. 
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There were aeveml "amending n acta passed 
during the y .... 1888, each of which effected 
salutary improvements of existing laws; aud 
the same DULy be said of the legislation of 
1889, when among the amendments were those 
rela.ting to weights and measUe8, which or
daine tqat weigbts and scales must ho stamped 
and verified, and that except 1I.Dder <erta.in 
conditione coals shall be sold by weight, wbich 
shall be specified on a ticket tc be deliv ... d 
at the time of the delivery by a vehicle, of 
any quantity of eoal exceeding two bundred>
weight. 

Another amendment, that of the Begulation 
of Railways Act, provides tbat from a date tc 
be fixed by the Board of Trade every pas
aenger ticket iosned by any railway in tbe 
kingdom shall bear legibly printed or marked 
on its face the fare cbargeable for the journey 
for which it is issued. 

Tbe abolition of tbe·d.ti .. on coals leviable 
by the Corporation of London was a measure; 
wbich many people thougbt would bave tbe 
effect of retarding those great improvements 
in the metropolis wbich had been effected by 
Dle&IlS of the lat'ge annual amount arising 
from these dues; but in effect the schemes of 
municipal government bad changed "by tbe 
passing of tho Local Government Act of 1888. 
Tbis measura, introduced by Mr. Ritchie, tbe 
president of tbe Local Government Board, 
established a council for each county, three
fourths of the members for which would be 
elected by the ratepa.yers, and the remainder 
selected by the elected council. Of above 
sixty botoughs of at least 50,000 inbabitante, 
each waa, for the purposes of the act, to be 
a.n administrative county of itself under the 
name of a County Borough. The metropolis 
was to, be aD administrative county under the 
title of the County of Lonaon, and was to in
clude an area forming portions of the coun
ties of Middlesex, Sun-ey, and Kent, the num
hor of councillors Ie be 19 aldermen and 118 
conncillors, or ·double tbe numhsr (59) re

turned by the parliamentary borougbs in the 
metropolis, each borough or division thereof 
being an electora.l division for the purposes 

• of the act. The requisite adju,tments b .. 
tween the authority of municipal bodies and 

county or borough Councils were necessarily 
intricate, and the powers, responsibilities, a.nd; 

financial privileges of the new local governi..ng' 
councils are numerous and important. This· 
is especially the case in London, where the· 
County Council 8Uperaeded the Metropolitan 
Board .f Works, and was also intrnsted with 
administrative duties which formerly belonged 
to the civic authorities and other bodies. The
M~tropolitan Board had been appointed origi· 
nally to carry out the vast main drainage
scheme and to form the Thames emba.nkment .. 
They bad performed tbis gigantic work, 8J1d 
with large borrowing powers, and an organiza
tion which was capable of grasping the duti ... 
which bad been committed tc them, tbey had 
vastly improved the metropolis. The mODey 
borrowed for freeing or building bridges, con
structing many miles of streets, opening up 
fine thoroughfares and erecting imposing 
buildings, and of controlling tbe sanitary 
condition, the lighting, and the water snpply 
of London, represented a considerable debt, 
but they had a great deal to show for it. The 
iITegularities which were discovered in the case 
of a. few members and ofli~rs of the Metro
politan Board coueisted in accepting presents 
-in the nature of bribes-or in being im
properly concerned in the CqnstructiOD oC 
buildings, for which they 'Were to receive
considerable emolument in return. for their 
suppOsed influence with the board in getting 
eetimateB and desigue readily passed. It 
~ould scarcely be accurate to say that the 
discovery of these abuses implicated the 
whole board, or any considerable portion of 
ita members, and therefore the reason for 
superseding it by the opetation of the new 
act and the appointment of a London County 
Couucil was ratber Ie be attributed Ie thlt 
time having arrived for a wide extension of 
the theory of local gov~ment. It may, 
howevElr, be doubted whether the elaborate 
and multiplied powers vested in ODe body 
like the Connty Council for London is a 
movement in the direction of that local aelf
government which is believed to represent 
true liberty. ThOBe wbo watch tbe develop
ments of the p ..... nt scheme bave already 
discerned that there is leriou8 danger of 

• 
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·gmng into the hands of one body, mostly 
.elected by people who are too basy or too little 
.acquainted with the Ileed. of local institntiOIl8 
to bestow serious and careful attention on the 
.subject, 8Jl authority which threatell8 to be
""me too celltailized to be popul&rly repre
"""tative, and too far-reaching and generaJ. in 
its innumerable operatiOll8 to be truly local
ized in any direction. 

Thongh by the act of 1888 the Corporatioll 
of London retained much of its administrative 
.con.trol of its OWil fUIlds, alld kept all but 
judicia! 8Ilthority in the city, the County 
Council, in addition to the powers of the for· 
mer Metropolitan Board, includiug the main 
.draii1age scheme, fire brigsde, regulatiOIl of 
gas and 'Water Bupply, of public conveyances, 
oollBtraction of theatres, music haJls, IIlld 
places of amusement, the maintenance of 
bridges, parks, and some public bllildiugs, and 
.other greet works, haB a multitude of respon
Bibilitiee, to which it is proposed to add the 
.operations of the Licellsing Acts and the ap
plie&tion of the funds for the compensation 
.of publicans whose licOll8OB may be purchased 
and extiDgWshed by the <lODDcil. There is 
""",e probsbility of a very cousiderable chonge 
taking place in the composition of the County 
<looncil at the next e1ectiOIl, which tak .. 
p!ace in three y ..... from January, 1889, the . 
votere being those who ue registered as 
OOUDty electors, to whom the parliamentary 
registration system is extended by the COUDty 
El.ctors Act of ISBS. 

But it must be remembered that in ac· 
.cordance . with the Metropolis Management 
Act of 1855 there are some parts of Lolldon 
beyond the city where the local aaoitary 
and highway affairs are managed by elected 
vestries or district boards; that parishes 
containing Diore than 2000 rated householders 
ma.y, as heretoforel be divided into wards, 
alld tbat the Londoll CoUilty COUilcil may 
exercise this power. Probsbly a good deal 
will depend on the future as to the abolition 
or the proper organization of the smaller local 
a.uthorities-and more still upon the ques
tion now being mooted, whether the civic 
corporation shall be ultima.tely absorbed into 
the County Council, or shall at all events be 

so dealt with as to leave but one autboritative 
municipal or oounty government for London, 
which sbell include the city and. aU the rights 
and privileges which ita corporation has exer.
cised from time immemorial 

Certain abuses in the LOlldon Sohool Board 
-the rateedemaoded by which have inereased 
far beyond the limit declared to be final 
when they w ..... firet imposed-eaJJed. for the 
notice of parliament almost as emphaticslly 
as thoee malpractices for which the Metro
polit... Board of Works was condemned, and 
in 1889 an act for the more effectual prevention 
and punishment of bribery and corruptiOil of 
and by members, officers, or servanCB of cor
pora.tions, 'COUDCiJs, boa.rds, com.missionel'Bt or 
other public bodi .. was passed. The penaI
tiea ·under this act may include heavy fines or 
imprisonment, with or without hard ilabour, 
for not more than two years. 

Let the small remaining space in this page 
be d\lvoted to the record of an act paased in 
lSB9 for the prevention of cruelty to and tb. 
better p<otectiOIl of children. It is aimed &t 

those . who "in.stlM cbildren's lives and then 
murderously ill-treat them, and enacts that 
B.D.y person over the age of sixteen haviug the 
custody of a boy UIlder fourleell, or of a girl 
UDder sixteen, who sball wilfllily ill-treat such 
child, sbell be liahIe to .. fille varying from 
£25 to £100, or if interested in the death of 
the child the fine may be incr .... d to £200, 
with the alternative of imprisonment with or 
without hard labour. But the act further 
prohibits, under a. penalty of a fine of £25, or 
not more than three months' imprisonment, 
procuring any boy or girl UDder the ages 
already specified for the purpose of begging 
or receiving aJm.s, or singing or performing 
for profit, or offering allything for eale in any 
street or publicwhouse between ten at night 
and five in the morning; and the act forbids 
causing any child under teo yeara old to be 
in any street, publicwhouseJ or public pla.ce of 
amusement or entertainment for any such 
purpose. There is, however, a proviso that 
where it can be shown to the satisfaction of 
a court of petty session in England, or to the 
local scbool board in Scotland, that prop.r 
provision has been made to secure the health 
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and kind treatment of children whom it is 
proposed to employ as perform ... in a place 
of puhlic am1lBOment, a license may be granted 
under such conditions as those authorities 
may think fit, for any child not under .. ven 
yean old to take part in any enteTtainment. 

To th ... who know what the life in cities 
and large towns, is, for children not under 
proper gnardiauship-the terrible cruelties to 
which they are liable, and the dangera to 
which they are uposed, not only in the 
p .... nt but in the future, beca_ of the 
indifference or brutality of- step-parente or of 
OWDerS-this measnre will fitly represent a 
long step on the path of progress. It may 
inspirs some hope that the children of the 
streete (for there is stiIl a great contingent of 
them notwithsteuding the often misplaced 
activities of school-board inspectors) may 
come 80me day to be cared -for, and instead 
of being neglected till they have qnalified 
themselves fo~ public notice by committing 
crime, may be regarded with an earnest in
tention of recognizing that they too are to 
become the men and women of the next 
generation. 

Is it too much to hope also that no long tim. 
may elapee before measures will b. proposed 
which will be acceptable to the Irish repre
sentatives in parliament for the settlement of 
the land purchase question, and the restoration 
or rather the admission in Ireland of that 
constitutional liberty and local self-govern-

meot, without which there can be neither 
true union of the kingdom nor advance of its 
beat interesta 

The closure or otber devices of parlia
mentary procedure are only deferring and not 
expediting legislation, when they are used to 
pBl!B measures in entire opposition to the con· 
elusions urged by Irish members, and those 
who uphold the juatice of their claims. As 
Sir Charles Russell said, not long ago, "the 
dispoeition of the government is to give to 
the Irish people and their representatives 
not what they want, bIlt what Engliah minis
ters think that they ougM to want." 

While this is the attitude of a parliament, 
the majorities in which are dependent on the 
BIIPPOrt, on the Irish queetions, given to a 
Tory ministry by • Liberal Unionists," there 
is not mnch real hope of stability. Marked 
.symptoms of division and divergence are 
already to be discerned, and will 800n be 
rendered more acute by the coming reaction 
of public opinion. 

Meantime Mr. Gladstone, still the leader of 
the true Liberal party, awaite the publie ver
dict with calm. expressioD8 of confi~el1ce. Even 
at his advanced age his physical vigour and 
activity, scarcely less remarkable than his clear 
and comprehensive intellect and his eloquent 
and moving advocacy of the caUse of freedom, 
continue with little sign of serious abatement, 
~d maintain him as the representative of 
eocial and political progress. 
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for India. iv :lI~. 

Arkwright, Richard, his spinniDg frame, 
i :t75. 

Arms, i~provemCDt in, iii )26. 
Armstrong, Sir William, mVClltion of 

improved gun. iii 326-
Arnaud, ManhaJ. St., in the Crimea. 
iii 92; is attacked by cholera. iii 94. 

Arnold, Dr., his infiuence on public 
school life, ii 175-

A1"n1W, case of the lorcba, iii !98. 
AshaDtee, war in, iv. 298 
Ashley, Lon:I. See S-fo"-7' 
Attwood, Mr., motion in House of 

CommollJ to consider the Five Points 
of the Charter, i .61. 

Auchter:lrder case, the, ii 166. 
Auckland. Lord, Govemo .... general of 

India, appoints General Pollock to the 
command of an Mghan expedition, ii g. 

AUJtm1ia, first settlement in, ii 192; 
ceases to receive convicts from Britain, 
ii %9-4: Australian Colonies Government 
Bill iDtroducedand passed, ii 197: Mr. 
Gladstone proposes an e"leswtical 
constitution for theAustmlian colonies, 
ii 197: discovery of gold in, ii IIO!; 

.tatistics or, ii :lOll; exploration m, jv 
00-

Australia, South, misgovernment of, ii 
190: representativegovemmeDJ:gnwted 
to, ii 190-

Austria, inaurrection in, ii ISS; war with 
Prussia, iv 236. 

Austria and Italy. See IIIIlJI, 
Ayrcon. Mr., on her Majesty, jv :1139; is 
rebuked by Mr. Bright, iv 239. 

Aytoun, Mr., his motion on the May
nooth Grant and the RcgiuDl Donum, 
lvflS-4. 

Aytoun, PlOrelSor, death or, iv. 198: 
hi& works and literary position, iv 19B. 

B. 
Baker, Sir Samuel, explorations in 
Africa. iv 10. 

Balaklava, occupied by the a1Ues. ill 
.97: aUadeed by the Rusaians, iii 107. 

INDEX. 

Ballot, advocated by George Grote, i 107: 
discussions on, iv 301; bill passed, iv 
30~ 

Daly, Dr., kUled in a railway accident, 
iV,,:II. 

Bandiera, story of the brothers. i 3]6. 
Bank Act, amendment of, ii 6,. 
Bank Charter Act, SU5pCIl5ion of, in 

ISS7, iii 221. 
Bany, Sir Charles. death of. iv ... 
Baths and washhouses, movement for 
erecting public, ii 17S. 

Beales, Mr. Edmond, iv 223: his efForts 
for the Reform League, iv 223: his 
share in the Hydepark Riots, iv 22.1: 
at great trades' demonstration, iv :1139. 

Belgium formed into a kingdom UDder 
Leopold, i 91. 

Bentham, Jeremy, his influence on poli
tical progress, i 52. 

Bentinck, Lord George, his career, i 
332; Mr. Disraeli on, i 333: leader of 
the Protectionists. ii 99: Mr. Dimlcli's 
biography of, ii 99: his mode of im. 
proving the condition of Ireland, ii 
119: his death, ii 205. 

Berlin, congress at, iv 312.· 
Bessemer, Henry. iv 19. 20-

Bethell, Mr. Sec Wlst6'"J1. 
BettiDg.offices. evils of, ill 6-
Bishoprics abolished in IS33> i no. 
Blessington. Lady, iii ... 
Bilhury Reservoir, near Huddenfield. 
bursring or. ii 288; iv IS ... 

Birkbeck. Dr., establiahcs mechanics' 
institutes, i ,so. 

Birhn1rea4 troopship, wreck or the, ii .... 
Bismarck, Prince, his view of govern
ment, iv ISof: his conduct in theAustro
Prussian war, iv 237. 

Blomfield, Bishop. sketch or. i .. 7. 
Black Friday, iv 235; panic in London, 
iv 236-

mum, Robert, leader in Hungarian 
insurrection, seized and shot, ii ISS

Board of Health, appointment of. ii %SI. 
Board of Trade returns of imports and 
e.portS of food, iv I, 2. 

Bomba, nic:kDame of Ferdinand. KiDg 
of Naples, iv 66. 

Booth, John Wilkes, assassinata Pte
lident Lincoln. iv ' .. 3; is shot. iv 1 .. 3. 

Bowring, Sir John, early history and 
character, iii 199; appointed consul at 
Canton and governor of HOJ)g KOJ)g, 
iii 200; hiI action in the A~ affair, 
iii:aoo. 

Bowyer, Sir George, attacks the 10\'" 
cm.ment for their policy towards Italy, 
iv 86, S7. 

Bmdfie1d Reservoir, bunting of. iv 18$. 
Bread riots, iii IiIU. 
Brett, murder of Sergeant. iv 253: exe
cution of the mumerel"l, iv 25-4. 

Bribery Bill pnsed. iv flSS. 
Bright, John, his birth and early train
ing, ii 31: meets with Richard Cobden. 
ii 31; elected member for Durham, ii 
31; his first interview with Mr. Cobden, 
ii 51; Mr. Cobden induces him to join 
the eom·lo,w agitation. ii 51: his posi. 
tion in regard to the Crimean war, ill 
6,: his unpopularity during the war, 
ill 68: spccc:h in Edinburgh apinst 
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war, UI 73: speech in the House of 
Commons, iii 79; he refuses to contri
bute to the Patriotic Fund. iii liS; hia 
opposition to the French alllance, iii 
liS; speech on the popularity of the 
war, iii 119; letter to his COIlStituents, 
iii 120; loses his seat, iii 120, 204-: £arc.. 
well address to his late constituents. 
iii 205; his appeal to the government 
on bchalfofpcacc, iii 154: his outlines 
of a reform bill, iii 289; opposes Dis
raell's reCorm. bill, iii 290; is elected 
member for Birmingham. ill 290: his 
address at Glasgow on parliamentary 
reform, iii 296; speech on the in· 
come tax, succession duties, an4 the 
relations between Franceand England, 
iii 317: his scheme for reforming taxa
tion, iii 3]0; speeches on church-rates, 
iy IS: on the right of the House of 
Lords to interfere with taxation billa, 
iv as: on the prosperity and institutions 
of the United StAtes, iv 103: president 
of the Board of Trade, iv :a67: chan· 
cellorof the duchy of Lancaster, iv28S. 

Britannia Tubular Bridre. completion 
of, ii 175. 

British Association fOf the Adnnce· 
ment cf Science. meeting in Man
chester. i :lin. 

Brooke, Sir James, Rajah of SarA'It'IIk. 
i 290; his career in Borneo. ii 157: his 
proceedings discussed in parliament, 
ii ISS; returns to England and is well 
received, ii 159: appointed governor of 
Labuan but removed. ii 159; Mr. Glad· 
stone on his proceedings, ii 159. 

Brougham, Lot-d, opposes Wellingt01l 
administration. i 32: elected member 
for Yorkshire. i 60: his great industry 
and fame, i 6J: disliked as a coadjutor, 
i 61; amiable in priV2te life, i 62; his 
personal appean.nce and \ODDity, i 63: 
his reckless use of personalilies, i 63: 
not a great lawyer, i ~: extent of his 
kDowledge and literary powers, i 65: 
appointed lord-chancellor. i 69: per-
sonaJ. quarrel between him and Earl of 
Durham, i US; his criticism on the 
weakne. of the cabinet in the Com
mons, i 127: is disliked by the king. i 
127: he advocates repeal of stamp.duty 
on newspapers, i 189; his antagonism. 
to Lord Melbourne, i 22:0: is recouciled 
with Lord Lyndhutst, i 221; he pro
poses in the Lord.s the abolition of lhc 
corn duties, ii 33: his claims on the 
gratitude of the nation. ii .. 6; opposes 
Lon:l Lyndhurst's married women bm, 
iii 12: applies fOf letters of naturalia
lion in Fnulce, intending to olfer him_ 
self as CIlD.didat~ for presidentship. iii 
13: Lord Brougham in IS590 iii 3004: 
his address to working men at Shef. 
field in IS6S, iv 241: death of, iv 19B. 

Brown. John. his efforts on behalf of the 
slave. iv 93: is tried and sentenced to 
death. tV 95: letter from prison to a 
Quaker Lady. tV g8: his execution,iv99. 

Brown, Sir George. at the battle of the 
Alma, ill 96-

Brownini. MI"S., poem on tyranny in 
Naples, Hungary, and Italy. Ii 139. 

Bruce, Frederick. sent to Pekin to 
ratify the treaty otTien·tsin, iv S90 
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Bruce. Hemy A, homesccretary, lV':l67. 
Bnmd, Mt' .• makes the Thames Tunnel. 
ii S7S. ... 

Brussels, insurrection in s830, i 91. 
Buckland, DeaD, outcry against, ii 'l'76. 
Budget: of 1840. i]06; of 1841, i JOB; of 
11420 i 330; ii 19> 34: of 18+4, ii 60, 62; 
of 18.ts, ii 69; of 1146. ii ¢; of IBS2> 
Mr. Digoae]j's, Ii 3tG; Mr. Gladstone's 
first. ii 329: of 1854. iii 52, 57: supple
mentary budget, iii sg; of Sir George 
Comewall Lewis, iii 163, 1f4. ':119; of 
Mr. Disraeli in 1858. iii :1119: of Mr. 
Gladstone in 1859. iii 316: of IB6o, 
iii 331; of 1861, iv 31; of 1861, iv !l9; 
of 1863, iv 146; of 186.t, iv 171; ofl86S, 
i,. 173: of 1866, iv 'an; of 1869, iv ':Ij'O; 
of 1811. iv '283. 

Bull Run, battle of, iT us. 
Buller, Charles, ii d. 
Buhver, Sir E. Lytton, on newspaper 
stamp-duty, i 189: his speech on reform. 
bill of 18156, iv :116. 

Bunsen, Chevalier, death of, iv 3B. 
Burdett, Sir Francis. fined and impri
soned, i ':I; deserts the Liberals, i 97. 

Burke, Colonel, Irish-American agita
tor, iv 2S1. 

Burking, i 176-
Burmah, 'fI1Lt' with, iii 1!il7; umexation 
of Pcgu, iii 197. 

Bumes, Sir A1eD.nder. murdered in 
Cabul, ii 8. 

Burton, Captain, uplOJatiODS in Africa. 
iv_ 

Buzton. Sir Thomas Fowell, advocates 
the abolition of slavery, i 22, 146. 

Brrsm, t.ord, intimacywith LadyCaro
line Lamb, i 316. 

c. 
Cabinets: Canning's, i 27: three cab
inets in seven months, i 30: Welling_ 
ton's" i 30: Grey'.,i 6g, go; Mdbow-ne's, 
i 98. 126, 145, 158, ':133; Peel's, i 130, 
158, 231,~18; ii 91; Russell's, ii 116; 
iv 182: Derby' .. ii ':196; iii 287: h' HII; 
Aberdeen's, ii316; Palmerston's,iii ISO, 
':I!il2: Disraeli's, iY'a35, :85; Gladstone's, 
iv 267, 317. 

Cairns, Sir Hugh, supports Disraeli's 
reform hill of 1859, iii '291: is solicitor_ 
general in the CoDSerYativc adminis
uation, ill 303: his rapid promotion. 
iii 303: Bulwer's de5f;riptiOD of him. 
iii 303. 

Cambridge, Duke of. at battle of the 
Alma, iii ¢. 

CampbeU, Sir Colin, birth and educa
tion, iii )OS; entenl the army, ill 305; 
servi~es in the Peninsula, in America. 
Demetara, China, in India under Lord 
Gough, in the Scincle campaign with 
Sir Charles Napier, and in the Crimea, 
iii 305; at the battle of the Alma, iii 
¢; appoin~ commander-in-c::hief of 
the fcm:a in India, iii ':155; relieves 
Luc:know and removes the non-<:om
batants in safety, iii SlsS: announces 
the dose of the rebellion, iii ':168; is 
made Lord Clyde, iii ':168. 

Campbell, Lord, his early career and 
li1erary work, iii 304. 

INDEX. 

Campbell, Thomas. death or, i 186. 
Canada, revolt in, i Ul: causes or dis
content, i 222: the cause of the colon
ists advocated by Mr. Hume, i ':114: 
bill intToduced to suspend the COlllltitu
lion of Lower Canada, opposed by Mr. 
Roebuck, i 224 i 'appointment of the 
Earl of Durham as governor-general, 
ins: complaints of his policy, i 227: 
he resigns, i 2,-,; bill granting indem
nities to pc:ople whose property bad 
been injured during insurrection.ii 195; 
discussed in the British parliament, 
ii 196: Fenian'raid on. iv-so. 

Canning, George, his early life and poli_ 
tical views, i 1: his oratory, i 20; his 
administration, i ':17: death, i 29. 

Canning, Lord, succeeds Lord Dal
housie as Governor-general of India, 
iii !l4S: outcry against his policy, iii 
.71: his proclamation regarding the 
Jandowners of Oudb, iii 272: success of 
his policy, iii 273; appointed first Vice
roy in India, iii ':175; his death, iii 

'7~ 
Canrobert. General, commander of the 
French troops in the Crimea, iii 104: 
the queen's description of him, iii 10+; 
resigns his colDll!.and, iii 135, 16.t. 

Canton captured by the allied forces, 
iii 1,-6-

Cape of Good Hope, opposition to the 
Jandibg of convicts, ii 19S. 

Capital punisbm.ellt, efforts to abolish, 
ii !1: statistics of, ii 17: commission on, 
iv 168; public executions abolished. 
iv t6g. 

Carbonari, ii 145. 
Cardigan, Earl of, his share in the blun
der at Balaklava, iii tog; his quarrel
some: disposition, iii Jog. 

Cardwel.l, Mr., president of the Board 
of Trade. ii 3170 Indian secretary, iii 
15X; he resigns, iii 154; secretary for 
war, iv 26,; his army reforms. iv lib. 

Caricatures of lB, i 97. 
Carlisle, Lord, his early career, i 334; 

Lord-lieutenant of Ireland, iii 151. 
Carlyle, Thomas, on the abolition of 
a1avery, i 154: on Chartism, i 251,_62: 
on emigration, -.54; on the Poor-law 
Association, ii 288; his Hisltw? qf tM 
F~ RnJOl,,"-, ii ,63. 

Caroline, Queen, trial of, i 6; her death 
and funeral, i 39. 

Castlereagh. Lord, suicide of, i 19: his 
kindness of manner, i 133. 

Cathcarr, Sir George, killed at Inker 
man, iii 112: letter from the queen to 
his widow, iii U2. 

Catholic Association, the, i 25. 
Catholic Emancipation, i '9: refusal of 
Canning to oppose. i Sl7: hill brought 
in by Peel and passed, i 33: it fails to 
restore order, i 36-

Cavignari, murder of Sir Louis, iv 313. 
Cavour, Count, his early career, iii :r.3,: 
induces Sardinia to join France and 
England, iii 134; hi. policy during 
Garibaldi'. movemenu, iv 71: difficul
ties from Garibaldi's IUCCC!tSe5, iv 15; 
his circular to the courts of Europe, 
iv 17; his death, iv 42, 83-

Cawnpore, mutiny at, iii 1151: its defence 
by Sir Hugh Wheeler, iii 252; Nana 
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Sahib's treachery and cruelty, ill ':152; 
General Havelock capture!l, iii ':156-

Cecil, Lord Roben, iv 16g: his charge 
against Mr. Lowe, iv 170-

Cemeteries, outside of cities, ii 18. 
CbalmelS, Dr., ii 165; Sara Coleridge's 
criticism on his manner, ii 166. 

Chamber's EdW",-g41M1nu1l beguD, 
1832, i 112. 

Chartism, Carlyle on, i Sl5I, Sl152l the Six 
Poiuts, i 258; meetings at Birmingham, 
Manch'ester, and London, i Sls8: im
prisonment of Henry Vincent, i Sl60; 
the National Petition, i 26J; Mr. Att
wood's motion, i 261: apprehension of 
the secretaries of the National Conven
tion, i ':161; meeting and riots in Bir
mingham, i Sl61: sentences on the pris
onelS, i 262: arrest of Feargus O'Con
DOr, i 262: arrest and transportation of 
Frost, Williams, and Jones, i 263; end 
of Cbartism, i Sl63: Disraeli's des~ 
tion of some Chartist doings. i Sl65; 
Chartists try to "stir up the people, 
i 280: Huriet Martineau on. i 280; 
causes allU'm. in London, ii 148; the 
second National Petition, ii 148: atw 
tempt to put down public meetings, 
ii 148: meeting on Kennington Com
mon, ii 149; Earl RUS5eIl's at:count of 
t!J.e proceedings, ii 149; its after effects, 
ii 149. 

Chatham, Earl of, advocates parliamen
tary reform, i I. 

Cheap trains for the working-c::lasscs. 
iv 153, 

Childers. Mr., fint tOld of the admir
aJty, iv 25r. 

Chilla, openmg up of, i \90; first war 
with, i 290; capture of Nankin and 
Hong-Kong, i 290; large war indem_ 
nity, i 290; second war with, iii sg6; 
seirure of the crew of the lorcha A r"rlI'W 

by the Chinese and demand f()t'their 
restoration, iii 198: Mr. Parkes applies 
to Sir John Bowring. iii 199; the men 
sent back, but apology refused by 
Govern()t' Yeh, iii 'aOC); bombardment 
of Canton, iii 201; Lord Lyndhurst's 
speech in the House of Lords, iii 2Ot; 
Mr: Cobden's pamphlet, iii 201: he 
condemns the government actiOJl, iii 
_; defeat or the government, iii 1102: 
Disraeli and Gladstone on the govem~ 
ment's policy, iii 1103; Canton taken, 
iii 276; capture and death of Cornmis
~ioner Yeh, iii 277; Mr, Frederick 
Bruce sent to Pekin to ratify treaty of 
Tien-tsin. iv 59; the Taku forts de
fended, iv 60; Admiral Hope attempts 
to stonn them, iv 6t: Baron Gros and 
Lord Elgin sent out with a sufficient 
force, iv 6%; taking of the Taku forts 
and march towards Pekin, iv 61; cruel 
treatment of the allied commimioners 
by tbe Chinese, iv 61; release of the 
prisoners and surrender of Pekin, jv 62; 
indignation of the troopS, iv 6S1: de
struction of the Summer Palace, iv 62: 
conclusion of the conventioD, iT 6]. 

Chisholm, Mrs" ber efforts on behalf of 
emigrants, ii 199. 

Chloroform, opposition to the U!Ie cf, 
ii 177. 

Cholera in 1831, i 10!il: in 1a..9, ii 178. 
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ChristWJ,DukcofGluck.sburg, becomes 
King oC Dumark, iv I¢-

Cluiscian Socia1ism,. ii so. 
Chupatties in the Indian mutiny, iii 247. 
Church of England Mr. Gladstone's QC<> 

count of rnival iD, i +5: iDiluence of 
Wordsworth and Coleridge on, i 48: 
position of the, iv 200; Mr. Disraeli's 
apeech on, iY :100; evangelical move
ment in, iv _ j secessions to Church 
of Rome, iv :103; Dr. Colcnso's book, 
iv 204; action OD BuIIy$ tUUl RnintII. 
iv :lOS. 

Churchoflrdand, thcbill ofI833. i 122: 
Mr. Ward's motion in 18340 i 123: the 
kiDg receives a deputation on, i 130. 
statistia a( i 137; debates on the Irish 
Tithe Bill. i 135: dcfcatofthc ministry. 
i 144: the bill abandoned by the Mel· 
bourne ministry, i 146: Mr. Dillwyn'. 
moUcm on the, iv 17+: Mr. Gladstone's 
views, iv 11S: convenion of lithe into 
rent charge. IV 2sS: early attempts at 
disestablisbment. iv 2S0: Mr. Glad· 
stone's resolutions introduced, iv 261: 
majority against the govcrnment, tV 
263: bill for disestablishment and disco
dowment introduced, iv 267; debateop, 
iv 269; opposition to the bill, iv 210: 
its reception in the Lords, iv 271: be
comes law, iv 27:1; work of the com. 
missioners, IV 272: a new constitution 
drawn UP. iv 212. 

Church of Scotland. application for aid 
to c:JI:tend, i 313; opposition to, i 313-
,,~ 

Church atension in London, iv :zoo. 
Church-rates, unsuccessful attempt to 
abolish, i 180: Sir John Tl'elawneys 
bill {or the abolition of, iv 13: agitation 
concerning, iv 13: Mr. Diuaeli on, 
iv 13: Mr. Hubbard's bill, iV13; Bishop 
of E:.:eter'sconciliatory proposal, iv 13: 
Sir John Trelawney's bill again brought 
in, iv 14: thrown out on second read
ing. iv 16: introduced a third time, 
but thrown out, iv 16: compulsory 
church-rates abolished, iv 2go. 

Clarendon, Lord. foreign seuetar)t, iv . ,~ 
Clerlcenwell Prison, outrage on, iv 254. 
Cobbett, William. outlines of his career. 
i 99: lectures on political subjects, 
i 101; is prosecuted for seditioU!l writ· 
ing, i 102; a alntemporary description 
of his appearance and lJUUlner of speak. 
ing. i log: is returned for Oldham, 
i 103: his want of succea in parliament. 
i 103; his death. i 10]: character of, 
hOof. 

Cobden, Richard, enten parliament, 
i 313: his co.nnection. with trade, and 
early writinp. 0 13: beKins to advocate 
repeal of the com-law, 0 24: devotes 
him!ill!llf entirely to this work, 0 25: is 
elected for Stockport, 0 31; addresses 
the HoUle of Common, on the bread
tax; 0 32,33: quanel between him and 
Peel, ii 39: his influence with fomp 
audienl;eI, ii 51: he moves for an in
quiry lato the eft'ect of legislative pr0.

tection, ii 15: hi, position with regard 
to the Crimean war, iii 61: his home at 
Dunford, iii 63: his outline of a people's 

. anti-war bud&et, iii 65: his eft'orts for 
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the prevention of war. iii 66; criticism 
on the mode of conducting the war, 
iii 67: his unpopularity during the war, 
iii 68; addresses his constituents on the 
war, iii 141; loses his seat, iii .,.: on 
the evil effects of war, iii :uo: isoffered 
the post of president of the Board. of 
Trade by Lord Pa1m.erston, iii •• 
193; is dccted lor Rochdale. iii lIP3; 
his ac:count of the interviews with min
mel'l, iii :1193. 294: his refusal of office. 
iii lIPS: is present.t Lady Palmerston', 
rec:eprioD, iii 295; his efforts to brinK 
about. commercial treatywith Fnmce, 
iii :lI97; his interview with N apolean 
concerning the treaty, ill 319: impres
sions of the emperor. iii 320; M. Reu
her's plan of a commercial treaty. 
iii 3:110; interviews with Count Walewski 
and the emperor, iii 320; his letter to 
Mr. Bright, iii 321; his OJrinionofPrinoe: 
Napoleon, iii 313: on the degmding 
effects of war. iv ,; his health gives 
way, iv 179; refuses lucrative office, 
iv 119: his death, iv 180; Mr. Bright's 
J'eIDIU"ks CD, iv 180. 

Cochrane. Lord. See ~ 
Coc:kburD, Lord, his early career, 0 21g; 
speech on the DOD Pacifico business, 
ii 219: personal appearance and quali-
1ications, ii :1110: is attomey-general,. 
°P1. 

Coffee-hou.ses, establishment or cheap, 
iii&. 

Colenso, Dr., consccratcd Bishop of 
Natal, iii 44; his book. iv 2O.f; his 
aIOtion {or recovery of salary, IV 205-

Coleridge, S. T., his influence, i 186; 
a great talker. i 181S. 

Colonies, miscovemment of, ii 190; ap
peals (or representative govenunenc. ii 
I~; motion (or a royal commission to 
inquire into the adminisl:nl.tion o( the 
colonial posscssions, ii 1915; schemes of 
emigration to, ii I9B. 
~.D~An~,iiI7~ 
Combe, George, discussion ·about his 
writings, 0 176; his reply to Baron 
Stoc:kmar's letter, ii 176: on the dim
inutiOQ of aristocratic feeling. ii 177 • 

Commen;ial depressiOll in 1836-7, i 176: 
commercial crisis in 1147. ii 176; com-
mercia! failures in 1866, iv :1135. 

Commercial morality, lack of, iv 190-
Concerts. popular, iv. 8. 
Congregational Union or England and 
Wales founded, i 110. 

Conservati" zovmnmot, the first, i 
'3" 

Coosenative party, increase in, after 
the reCarm bill was passed, i:zoo. 

Conspiracy to Murder Bill, introduced 
by Lord Pallnerscon, iii 114; debate·CD. 
ill s85; defeat of the govemmcnt, iii 
:1187' 

Contagious Di&eues (Animals) Act, pas
sing of, iv •• 

Coomassie entered, iv ]00. 
Cooper. Thomos, writes TAl PIWpI4ry 
sf Sfl#itl,~, i 2Sa. 

Co-operative societies, .tarted, ii ISO; 
1Ut:eeUfully conducted in Rochdale, 
iv 1]0, 131: objects of the Rochdale 
society, iv 131. 13:11: illl rapid suc:cess, 
iv '3~; employment o( turplus capital, 
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iv 133: capital of the various branches. 
iv 133; progress tempomrily chelOkcd 
by American civil war. iv 134-

Copley, John Sinaleton. See Lprd
/aunt. 

Copyright, internationa1, betwec.n Bri. 
tain and France, iii J. 

Com-law rhymes, i 23. 
Com-lAws, agitation against. i 23, 373; 
growing demand (or their repeal, ii ~!iJ; 
Sir Robert Peel's sliding-scale., ii 19; 
opposition to it. ii 21; large majority 
for government, ii 23; amendment by 
Mr. Villiel"S for the total abolition o( 
the duty, 0 :1:3: great banquet of Anti
Com·Jaw League, ii 2+; dinner by 
working-men, ii 25: increase ofassocia.
tions (or the repeal of "the, ii 25; ~ 
position of Chartists, ii 2S: conference 
of ministers of religiou, ii 26; esenions 
of the ladies' committee, ii 37; opening 
of the Free-trade Hall, ii as; Mr. 
Bright adVOl1tes the abolition of the 
duty, ii 31: Mr. DWlCOlDbe's motion 
to reassemble parliament to consider 
the, ii 31: passionate discussion on. ii 
37: redul;tiono(dutyODCanadiangrain, 
053; motions by Lord John Russell 
reg.udin" 0 84: increaaing demand for 
repeal on account of the famine in Ire
land, 0 87: Sir Robert: Peel's convic
tion, ii 88; differences in the cabinet, 
o 88; Lord John Russell's conviction, 
o 89: majority of the cabinet against 
abolition, ii 90; Duke of Wellington 
supports Peel, ii go; ltanling announce
ment by the T;.,u, ii 90: resignation 
and recurn to office or Sir Robert Peel, 
ii 91; renewed eJfort of the League, 
ii 91: Peel's proposab to reduce the 
duties, ii ¢; discussion of. 0 \17; the 
bill passes, 0 106. 

Corrupt practices at elections. bill to 
prevent, i :as. 

Cotton, prices of, durini the civil war, 
iv 1:116: efforts to promote its growth in 
British colonies, iv 119; Mr. Gladstone 
on the cotton ramine, iv 148. 

County Franchise Bill of 1864 thrown 
out. iv 114-

Couper, Sir George, death 01. iv.p, 
Courtenay. See T"""'-
Courvoisier, F~ trial 0(, (or mur-
der, and defence by Mr. Phillips, i]06. 

Covent GaMcn Theatre, burnt, iy 8; 
M. Jullien'l concerts at, iv 8. 

Cowley, Lord, ambassador at Paris, 
iii 28,. 

Crabbe, George, i 186. 
Cranbome, Lord, becomes Indian 
secretary, iv 1112; Mr_ Distaeli on, iv ... , 

Cranworth. Lord,lord-chanoe:llor ill tbe 
Aberdeen and Palmerscon mini.stries, 
ii 316, iii 151. 

Cremarne Gardens, iv ,. 
Crime, ItatistiCS of, iv 31g. 
Crimean war, events which led to, iii 14: 
attitude oftbc CIar, iii 14; Lord Aber
deen's disinclinatioll for war, iii 110; al
liance between Enaland and Franl:C, 
iii 20: letter (rom NapoleoD 10 the 
CIar, iii 01; roundation of the RUS!ian 
demands,iii 22; the llussian army takes 
pos:ses:sioD of MoldaYiaand WaJlachia. 
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iii 23: the Vienna note, iii :il3: excite
ment in Turkey, iii liI4; Lon:! Palmer
ston eager for decisive measun:s, iii 24; 
the Ff1:nCb and British fleets seDt to 
the Dardanelles, iii lZS: Turkey de
cIarcs war, iii 27: Prince Albert and 
Lon:! Palmerston on the situation. iii 
27, lIS: Lord Aberdeen's views, iii 30; 
Nicholas decWes warapinst Turkey, 
iii 31: he writes to the queen, iii 31: 
the quem's reply, iii 32; commence
ment of hostilities, iii 32: the Turkish 
fleet destroyed at Sinope, iii 33: the 
allied fleets ordered to the Blade. Sea, 
iii 33; attitude of Prussia and Austria, 
iii 34: manifesto by the Emperor of 
Russia, iii 34: the war feeling in Eng
land, iii 35: the ultimatum of England 
to Russia, iii 31S: description of the 
Crimea, iii 37: the poetic English 
party, iii 38; popular outcry for war, 
iii]8; thecampat CbobhamCommon, 
iii 39; naval reviewat Spithead, iii 39: 
departure of troops, iii 40; arrival of 
the allied armies in Turkey, iii 40: c0-

operation of the French and English, 
iii 41; Mr. Gladstone's budget of 1854> 
iii 52: King of Prussia's letter! to the 
quem, iii 53: the Queen's reply, iii 54: 
theczar's insincerity, iii 56: the budget,. 
iii 357; a supplementary budget, iii 59: 
attitude of Gladstone. Cobden, and 
Bright, iii ISo, 61: Mr. Gladstone on 
British interests and the war, iii 68; 
departure of the Baltic fleet, iii 700 77; 
instructions of Sir JamesGraham.iii 77: 
correspondence between him and Sir 
Charles Napier, iii 78: results achieved. 
in the Baltic, iii 79: another Baltic 
fteet despatched under Admiral Dun
das, iii 79: speech by Mr. Bright, iii 79: 
Mr. Gladstone writing in 1878 on the 
subject, iii 87: a day of prayer and 
supplication appointed, iii 88; siege of 
Silistrla. iii 89, 90: Palmenton's plans 
for the campaign, iii 119: conduct of 
Austria, iii 119: speech by Lord Lynd
hurst. iii 391: plan for the attack of 
Sebastopol. iii 92: want ofinformacion 
about the Russian preparations. iii 93, 
96: Mr. Kinglake and the T;,,"~ on 
the need for attacking Sebaslopolill 93; 
ravages of cholera in the allied armies. 
iii 93: Varna on fire, iii 94; the armies 
embark for the Crimea, iii 94: Eupa_ 
taria surrendered, iii 95; battle of the 
Alma, ill 95; march toBalaldava, iii 97: 
desire of Napoleon to go to the Crimea, 
iii 99: Sardinia joins the allies, ill 100; 
General Canrobert c:ommand5 the 
French UooP'> ill 104: strength of 
Sebastopol, iii lOS: a.ttack. by the Rus
sians on the allies at Ihlaklava, iii 107: 
the charge of the Light Brigade, iii J08: 
another attack on Balaklava, iii no: 
battle of Inkcrman, ill IU: insufficency 
of the commi.5sariat ta:nngemcnts and 
sufferings of the men, iii us; deslruc
tion of supplies by a stann, iii u6: 
blunderiDg of the transport service, 
iii U7: the T;1Ifd sub5cription list for 
the relief of the sick and wounded, 
iii u8: the Patriotic Fund, iii u8: 
refusal of the peace party to contribute 
to thiI (und, iii u8; Mi. Florence 
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Nightingale and a staff' of nurses at'

rive, ill 122; cholera in the camp. 
iii 123; picture of the sceDe between 
the harbour and the English position, 
iii 113: courage and patience of the 
troopS, iii 124; Lord. Panmure's in
structions to Lord. Raglan, iii u:S: an 
army of reserve formed at Malta, 
iii :r26: It. n.ilway made from. BalakIava 
to the trenches, iii 11117: nationalities 
repn:sented in the Crimea, iii 127 : 
completion of telegraphic communica
tion between London and the seat of 
war. iii 128; condition of the army at 
Balalclava. iii 128; dearness of pl'O

visions. iii 129: improvement in the 
camp, iii 129; M. Soyer organizes the 
culinary service, iii 130; description of 
the positions. iii 131: recruiting at home 
and abroad, iii 132: Sardinia enters the 
alliance against Russia, iii 134: landing 
of the Sardinian army in the Crimea., 
iii 135; death of Lord Raglan, iii 1]6: 
General Simpson takes the command, 
iii 1]6: treaty between England. Fnmce, 
and Austria concluded. iii 138; the four 
points of agreement 1IS the basis of 
peace with Russia, iii 138; debate in 
parliament on the conduct of the war, 
iii 1)9: the Foreign Enlistment Bill, 
iii 140; Mr. Roebuck moves for a com
mittee of inquiry, iii 141, 143'l: Lord 
John Russell resigns office, iii 141; Mr. 
Roebuck's motion carried, iii 147: the 
government resign, iii 147; Lord Pal
menton announces the arrangements 
for prosecuting the Vta1', iii 152: Mr. 
Laya:rd attacks the new government, 
iii 153; Mr. Roebuck pI'CSSCS for a 
committee of' inquiry, iii 153: repulse 
of the Russians at Eupatoria, ill ISS: 
death of the Car Nicholas, ill ISS: 
retum home of the wounded, iii lSi; 
failure ofnegatiations for peace, iii 158: 
proceedings of the C1)mmission of in. 
quiry, iii 159: a day of fasting ap
pointed, ill 159: distribution of war 
medals. iii 154; the 10!iSes of the Rus
sians, iii 164; destruction of ,tores at 
Kertch, iii 165; capture of the Sapone 
or White redoubts, the Mamelon. and 
the Quarries. iii JIS6: repulse of the 
French at the Malakhoff, iii 167: Ie

pulse of the English at the Redan. 
iii 167; death of Lord. Raglan. iii 167: 
is succeeded by General Simp5OIl, 
iii 168; discussions in parliament on the 
peace negotiations. iii J68; Mr. Lowe's 
amendment, iii IIS9: speeches by Glad
stone, Bright, Cobden, Sir J. Graham, 
Lon:! John Russell, iii 1i59: Prince 
Albert on the situation, iii 174; Mr. 
Gladstone's account in 1877 of the 
political situation in 18SS.iii 175: speech 
by Sir Edward Bulwer Lytton, iii 176; 
the last of the Vienna C1)merenc:es, 
iii 177; report of the committee of in
quiry. ill 177; danger of the publica
tion of army movements by the press, 
iii 179: renewed debates on the peace 
negotiations. iii 179: bombardment of 
Svea.borg, iii 184: repulse ora Russian 
attack at the Tchemaya, iii 184: taking 
of the Malakholf. iii 18S: repulse at the 
Redan. iii 186; evacuation of'Sebasto-
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pol, iii 181S; cost of the war, iii 18,. 
negotiations for peace, iii 189: C1)nfer
ence in Paris, iii 19o: peace agreed 
upon, iii 190; the Crimea evacuated by 
the allies, iii 192; description of Se
bastopol, iii 19:<1: a day of thanksgiv
ing. iii 193: naval review at Spithead, 
iii 193: rejoicings in London, iii 193: 
Mr. Gladstone on the terms of peace, 
iii 194-

Crimes of violence, increase or. iii 232; 
introduction of the gan>ttci, iii 233 : 
William Palmer the poisoner, iii 234-

Criminal Code, amelioration of, i 177: 
(:OUDseI. allowed to prisonen in criminal 
ases, i 268: restriction of capital 
punishment, i ,,68: transportation con
demned and abolished. i 1171, iii 237; 
the ticket-of-leave system. iii 238;cruel
ties in prisons. iii :<139: increased care
fulness in criminal trials, iv S. 

Croker, John Wilson, i 41. 
Crystal Palace, ii 231: previous exhibi
tions, ii 231: its- succea due to Prince 
Albert, ii 231: first proposal of, meets 
with great opposition, ii 234: Sir Joseph 
Paxton's design adopted. ii 237: poem 
by Thackeray on, ii 238; site fixed on. 
ii 239: preparations for carrying out the 
plans, ii 240; the opening ceremony. 

. ii 1141: the queen's account oftbe day's 
proceedinP. ii 245; statistics of, and 
distribution or prizes, ii 248; difficulty 
as to disposal of the building. iii II: 
removed and re-erected at Sydenham, 
ii 250: use of the surplus money, iii 3. 

Custody of Infants Bill, i 213, 

D. 
Daguerre's improvement of photo
graphy, i 271. 

Dalhousie, Lord, govemor!general of 
India, iii. 243: abolishes suttee, iii 243: 
prohibits Thugg\sm. iii 243. 

Damascus, massacre of Christians in, 
iv54. 

Dano-German war. See DelllH"rk 
Darwin, Charles, his theory of the ori
gin of specie!!, iv 24: sketch of his life, 
iv 25: his D,semt D/ M.", iv 26. 

Davis, Jefferson, president of the Con
federate States. iv 119: his early career, 
iv 100: imprisoned at the close of the 
war, iv 142. 

Deal::, Francis, Hungarian statesman, 
ii ISS. 

Delhi, mutiny and massacre at, iii liI48; 
the. natives obtain possession of the 
city, iii liI49: siege and capture of, 
m ,.60; shooting of the king-s sons, 
ill ,.1S3: the king taken to Rangoon. 
iii 268. 

Denman, Lord. i 1M. \ 

Denmark and the duchies of Schleswig 
and Holstein. iv 146, 160; arrogance 
of Prussia, iv 16l: accession of Chris
tian IX., iv 161; his dispute with Hol
stein, iv 161: German troops enter the 
duchy. iv 11S2; remonstrance of Eng
land, iT 11S3: Schleswig occupied by a 
German anny, iv 163; the powers re
fuse material assistance to Denmark, 
iv 11S3; the duchies ceded to Prussia 
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and Austria. iv 164; the government 
attacked on the Dano-Gennan ques
tion" iv 165: Mr. Disracli'slpCeCh and 
Mr. Gladstone's reply. i'9' 16S: Mr. 
Bema! Osborne', tallies, iv 166: Lord 
Palmerston'. defence, tv 166; his letter 
to King Leopold, iv 167: English sym
pathy for Denmark, i'l' 167. 

Denominational schools, support ot 
iv 290. 

Derby, l.ord. forms a ministry. ii 2C)6; 
bil; statement in the House of Lords, 
ii 304: speech by Sir James Graham OD 

the proteCtion policy of the g0vern

ment, ii J04; detennination to force 
the government to declare ie. policy, 
U 3fY1: again prime minister in 1858, 
iii 1187: resigDl, iii '292: again forms a 
minisoy, iv a.a; his reform bin in the 
House of Lord" i,. ~3; hi. retirement 
and death, iv .35. 

Derby, Lord, rengns office in Lord 
Beaconsfield'. ministry, iv 3U1. 

Dacus, Charles, iaBuePCC of the PIa
eid PIJJ!t6n. i 188; his obituary nObce 
c.f ThackeJay, iv 196-

Discontent in the COUDtry. ·i 6, '10. 161. 
Diacucd meat in London market, dis
posal of, iii 2]0-

Di8establishment of the church, fint 
public meeting, i Itl: Earl Grey em. 
i 11'1; Mr. Gladstone', view. Oil, iv SSlI •• 

',Disraeli. Benjamin: edu.cationand early 
career, i 29; on Toryism"","," Con
IlelYatism., i 130: on the resuhs of the 
queen', acces.sion, i 'SO: on the Con
servative cause, i 251; formatiOIl of the 
Young England party, i 263: his change 
of sides, i 26+: he desCribes some Char
tist doings, i .65: graphic acene in a 
tolQQ1y-shop, ii 15: becomes spokesman 
(If the Protectionists, ii 63: his eulogy 
-of Peel aDd virulent attack of Lonl 
Palmerston, ii 6]; study in CUHi~ 
of Lord John Ruuell, ii 61: abuse of 
-statesmen, ii 65: alighted by Sir Robert 
Peel, ii 65: his vi~ at"YaJi.ous .. ges 
·of his political career, ii 65: description 
of a atatesl1llll\'s position, ii 66: his 
penonaI antipathy to Sir Robert Peel, 
ii 68, 73: speech on the Mayaooth Col
lege BiD, ii 81; tpeech on the Com 
BiD, ii "103; his account of a scene in 
the house, ii log; his estimate of Sir 
Robert Peel, ii no; his burlesque of 
LeiSh Hunt's imprisonment, ii 16:1: on 
the ltate of the church, ii di8; on the 
navigation laws, ii r87; PropolU to 
modify the poor-laws, ii 188: on the 
-power orthe crown, ii 12S5: is chancel
lor of the Qchequer, ii lI96: hisaddress 
to the Budtinsbamshire electors, ii 3M: 
·his budget of .8511, and its opposition. 
ii 312: his reply, ii 313: speech by Mr. 
Glad,tone, ii 315; defeat of the s:ovem
ment, ii 316; is aCCWleel of plagiarism, 
ii 313: criticisel the government con. 
duct of the Crimean war, iii 1]9, 146: 
his denunciationof Lord John Russell, 
iii dl1:; again chRnccllor of the ex. 
chequer, iii 187; he intI'oducClareform 
bill, iii liI~: on the income-to: and n:
ducrion of armaments, iii 317: on the 
aMlition of church-nates, iv 1"3, t6: his 
<:Ipeech against budget of 18h, iv 112; 
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his speech before me OJd'ord Diocesan 
Society, tv liIOO; against reform bill of 
1866, iV"219: is chmcellor of the 0.. 

chequer, iv 2H; intrvcluc:es a reform 
bill, iv ~6: succeeds Lord Derby as 
prime minister, iv 23S; his administra
tion of 1868, iv 260; attack on Lord 
Cranbome. iv "161: his ministry re
sign,.iv :167: character of, iv JdI: his 
elevation to the peerage,iv 308: attends 
Berlin eongreu, iv ~l:I: his illness and 
death, i31+; iV311; sketchofbiscareer, 
1. )21. 

Disrae1i, Isaac, his writings. i 19. 
Di.uption, the, of J8.t3. ii 165: financial 
efforts of the Free Church, ii 168. 

Dissenters' Burial Bill, iv 171. 
Dissenters' Chapel Bill, i aS3: Gladstone 
on, i 283: Macaulay on, i 2'4 

DistrelS in the counay, i 331; in r86J:, 
jv 1:13; in London in 1866-67. iv ~40. 

Di.arce Court Bill, iii 206; opposed by 
Mt'. Gladstone, iii '106. 

Dorchester Iabouras, transportation of 
the, i 162: they are pardoned, i %6;3. 

D'OnIRY, <laune. his career, iii .if. 
Drailltl.ge of London, scheme for, iv J. 
Drinking fotmtaillli, erection of, iv 4. 
Drummond, Edward, Sir Robert Peel's 
secrcwy, as.sa.uinated, ii 38-

Druses, their-cruelties to the Maronita, 
iv 63: theirchamcter and origin, iv 63-
See SyrlIS. 

Dufferin, Lord, his accouDt of the SOCIIe 

after the massacre M Damascus,", 65: 
chancellor af the duchy of Lancaster, 
iv 267. 

Duncombe, ThOD'UlSo his political pria
ciples and moral character, i. .48: pr0.

poses to extleDd the franchise, i .: 
on opening of private letten by the 
govClmment, i 335. 

Dundas, Admim1, seat with a 8eet It) 
the Baltic, iii 79. 

Dundonald, Earl, i 96; fined and im
priscmed. i gc5: his servicesa1.oad, i 97. 
ill tatored to all his bonoun, i 97. 

Dunlop, John, a Temperance pioneer, 
IV I+g. 

Dunne, Colonel, assists Garibaldi in 
Naples, iv 14. ' 

Durham, Earl of, his early career, iuS: 
bis quarrel with Lord Brougham, i r25: 
looked to as leader by advanced re
formers, i .19: ant to Canada. as gov
ernor-genenJ, i "liS: opposition to his 
illegal actions, i U1: be resignl and 
rftin:s into private life, i 218: his death, 
i tlfl8: John Stuart Mill's defence of his 
policy, i 129. 

Dwellings for the poorer clasaes" iv 199-

E. 
Eat India. Company, origin and growth 
of, i 186: its trading pri-rilegeI taken 
away,ltl88. 

Eastern question, dispute about the 
holy places, ii 334: RussiA's designs 
against Turkey, ii 335: opposition to 
Russia, ii 335; alliance between Bri
tain and France and declaration of 
war, ii 336; is again broupt up, iv 
,.s. 

ETON 
Ecclesiastical commission appointed, i 
134: attempt to reform abuses, i 180. 

Ecclesiastical Titles Bill, iv •. 
Ecclaiastico-political controversies, ii 
165; the Disruption, ii 165: mo..-ement 
to leparate church unci. state, ii 168: 
the High Church party gains ground, 
ii 168: Mr. Disraeli on the state of the 
Church, ii 16S; opposition of Diseeutcrs 
to national education, ii t6g: Dr. 
Hampden's case, ii t69; Rev. Cor
nelius Gorham's case, ii 110. 

Education, Rowland Hill's system. 0' 
i 238; speech by Prince Alben at eelu· 
cational conference, iii 2t8; mcn:asc of 
secular, iii ~t: IJtatistics of, iv po. 

Education ofneglected children, move. 
ment for, iii 114: M.r. Gladstcme on, 
iii 1115. 

Education, National, gr.mt wlcd in 
1833, i 267: extension of, and c0nstitu
tion of committee of council on, i 167: 
speech of MI". Shiel on, i 267: proposed 
scheme of, i 331; alarm of DisseDten 
at. i )31; withdm.w:a1 of the bill, i 332; 
agitation for, in 18511, ii 215; Lord John 
RUS5Cll's opiDion of, ii 275; gmnts for, 
iv "l6g: MI". Lowe and thc Revised 
Code, iv 169: need of, iv 315-

Eglinton Tournament. i 26+ 
Egypt, war in, iv 315-
Eldon, Lord, i 2op. 

Elections, family influence in, i 219. 
Electric: Telegraph, its origin, i 241: 
increase of COlQQ1unication, iv 1'99: puI" 

chased by government, Xv 26S

Elemental")'" Education Act, iv 2'JS. 
Elgin, Lord, sent to Chiua aa Britilb 
representative, iii 205, 275; ICDt to 
Chinn to secure the rntific:atioa of the 
"CttIlty of Tien-tsin, iv 61; enders the 
destruction of the Summer Palace, iv .. 

Ellenborougb, Lord, praident·of Board 
of Control, i 318; succeeds Lord Audt· 
land as Govemor.gneral of India, ii 
9: orders the gates of Sonmaath to be 
carried away, ii 12: his oppositiOD to 
Lord Canning's policy in India, iii ,.,1:. 

Elliott. Ebenerer,the eom·lawRh)'lller', 
i IJ. 

Elpbinstone,Major-gmeral,commander 
in Mgbanistm, ii 8. 

Emigration. adVOC'llted by Carlyle, i 
I:S4: scbemes of, ii "198: statistics of, ii 
100: i"ln. 

Employment ofwumen and cbildRa, iv 
179: evils of the gang system in agn.. 
cultural districm, iv 178. 

Encumbered Estates Act, passing of, ii 
181. 

Endowed Schools Act Amendment BiD, 
opposed by M~ Gladstone and 
Forster, """291. 

Engineering \YOrks, progress of, i" 1'9t. 
ErnClt, Prince, of Hohenlohe I..aDcea· 
burg, death of, Iv 4". 

E_JC ..J Rnn-n. iv .,: their 
wnteft, flo d; acti01l5 against Dr. 
WillillDlS and Mr. Wilson, iv d, W07; 
the E.r.Mys'COlldemneel in ConvocatiOll. 
iv ~: Lord Wcstbury's speech CID 
Convocation, iv 207. 

Eton, school life in Gladstone's days, i 
II; celebrated men educated at, i 13. 
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periodicals written and published. at, 
iJ~ 

EupatOriacaprun:d, iii 95; the Russians 
repulsed at. iii Iss. 

Evans. Sir De. Lacy, at banle of the 
Alma,. iii 95-

Exchange, burning of Royal. i 246. 
Executions, public, abolishc:d, iv 169-
Exetct", Bishop of, conciliatory proposal 
on church-tates, tv 13. 

Exhibition of 1851, ii :131. Sec Cry.rt.1 
p"",". 

Exhibition of 186:1, iv 133; opposition 
to, iv 124; wpcrior to that of 1851, iv 
124; opening ceremony, iv US; statis
lies of. iv US; account of the buildiDg 
and its c:ontents, IV US. 

Exiles in Englaod. amusing account of, 
ii 157-

Expenditure, oation.al, increase 0£,. ii 
35; Sir Robert Peel on, ii 35-

Exploration, activity in, iv :lO. 

Eyre, Governor. See 'lam4it:a.. 

F. 
Facto:y Act. extension of the, iv 153· 
Fact.cly system. Wordsworth on the 
evils of the, i 366; Hutton's ezperience 
or, i :a66; attempts at legislation by tho 
eldu Sir Robert Peet. &c., i 366. 

Failures, wmmcrciaJ., in 1851, iii 2:aD. 

Faraday, Proressor, lectures at the 
Royal IustitutioD, iV9: onspiritual.i.sm, 
iv 19-

Female suffrage, increasing attention 
given to, ii 28; Mr. Disrae1i's descrip
tion of a diSC\ll:iSjoD on, ii ago 

Fenian organiAtion, iv 349. See lw..... 
Ferdinand. King of Naples, tyranny of, 
iv66. 

Ferrand, Mr. Busfield, charges against 
frec-trade advocates, ii 33. 

Fiji Islands, cession or, IV aS7. 
Financial reform, increased attention 
aiVf!ll to, iii ]30; coat of collecting the 
revenue, iii 3ao; Mr. Bright's scheme 
for, iii 330-

Finlay, Mr., claim against the Greek 
govel'DIDt:DC" ii 3%3. 

Fire at Tooley Street, London, iv 187. 
Flogging in the army, motions to ab0-
lish, ii 11> cruelties 0& ii 114; amelior
ation of, ii 175-

Foreign affairs: the Spanish legion and 
Don Carb, i 190; the Gc.nnao Zollver
ein, i 19o= revolution in Belgium, i 190; 
insurrection in Poland. i 191: riots in 
Ft'IlllCC, i 191; aucmpt to suppress polio 
tical societies in France, i 1S13. 

Fomgn Enlistment BiD, iii 140; causes 
ill rec:ling in ADlcrica, iii 193-

Fonter, Mr .• Wm. E., his early career, 
iv 211. 

FO.I:, William Johnson, advocates the 
abolition of the corn-law., ii 53. 

Frnnce, riou in, i ISlI: attempt to sup
press politicr&l societies in, i 193: 
Fieschi's attempt to assassinate the 
king, i. 194; itll relations with Turkey 
and Egypt, ii 2; Thien' ministry, ii 3; 
quaJTd ..:i.th England on the Turki.sh 
quesciou, ii 3: INCCCSICI in Algeria. ii 

INDEX. 

4: removal of the body of Napoleon 
from St. Hdena, ii 4: attempt of Louis 
Napoleon to cause a revolt, ii 5: dis
satisfaction of the people with the gov
ernment, ii 5; agrees to the policy of 
the western powers on the Turkish 
question, ii 6; growing discontent in, 
ii 135; reform banquets, ii 136: insur_ 
n::ction in Paris, ii 137: 8ight of the 
king, ii. 137: provisional government 
Cormed, ii 138; escape of Louis Napo
leon from Ham, ii 138; republic: set up, 
ii uS; distress among the working_ 
classes, ii 335; government undertakes 
to provide for them, ii 225; the republic 
proclaimed, ii 2:15; disaffection in the 
country, ii 2116; emancip:Ltion of slaves 
in the colonies, ii 2:17; fil.iJ.we of attempt 
at insurrectioJl, Ii 2:11: the elections 
and formation of a government, ii "8: 
another unsuccessful attempt at insur
rection, ii "B; Louis Napoleon Bona
parte elected a representative, ii 228; 
repeated insurrections. ii 229; forma
tion of a constitution, ii 2)0; election 
of Louis Napoleon as president, ii 230; 
the u¥ 411aJ, ii .251 (see Najt1/Mn1, 
LfIIIir); proclamation of the empire, ii 
3:&6: Cobden's drorts to bring about a 
commercial treaty with, iii 319; hostil
ity of Germany to, iii 323; M.Ollivier's 
speech on national disarmamCllt, iv 
16+; war with Prussia. iv 281. 

Franchise, county and bonNgb, iT ]03, 

Franco-.Austrian war. Sec Italy. 
Franco-German war, iv :aBl_ 
Franklin, Sir John, starts-on his Arctic 
expedition, ii 203; search ror, iii 5: elt

pedition of Captain M'Qintock in 
search or, iv 30. 

Frauds and robberies, increase of, iii 
2,32: Sir John Dean Paul, Strahan, and 
Bates, iii !liP; John Sadlier. M.P., iii 
!1131; failure of the Royal BriWh Bank, 
iii 233; Redpath, iii 236. 

Fn:derick. VII. of DcnDlllrk, his death, 
LV 146. 

Free Church of Scodaod, ii 167. 
Free-trade, progress towuds, i 22; agi
tation Cor repeal of the com-laws, L 
275: meetinG in M:mchcstct" in favour 
of, ii 4L 

Free-trade Hall, Manchester, openi.ag 
of, ii 18. 

Friends, Society of, deputation to the 
czar, iii 61. 

Frogmore, death of the Duchess or Kent 
at, iv 49; Prince Albert buried. at. iv 
,o. 

Frome-Bennett case, iii 13-
Frost. John, the Chartist, i 26]. 

G. 
Game-laws, attempt to mitigatc, i 28; 
injury inflicted by, ii sa; Mr. Bright 
obtains a commiUCe of inquiry into, 
ii 59: suicide of Lord Stradbroke's 
gamekeepe1'll, ii 59: statistics of con· 
victions for breachcs of thepmc-laws, 
ii 59-

Gang system, evils of the, iv 218. 
Gardinu, Allan, misaionary, his 1Uffer
iqs in Patagonia, ii 299-

GLADSTONE 
Garibaldi, Giuseppc, declares war 
against AUstria, ii 152; fights his way 
to Rome, ii 152; his career, ii 153; his. 
heroic defence of Rome, ii 153; escapes 
with the remnant of his army, ii 154: 
retires to Caprera, iv 67: goes to 
America, iv 6,; makcs and sells can
dles in New York, ii 154; iv 67: master 
of trading vessels, iv 67: presentation of 
asword at Newcastle, iv 67; his per
sonal appearance in 1849, iv 68; takes 
part in the Franco-Italian war, iv 69; 
his preparations Cor the liberation of 
Sicily, LV 69; captures Palermo, iv 10; 
Cavour's plans, iv 11: the position or 
France and England, LV 11: statecraft 
of the Sardinian government. iv l' ~ 
the pope excommunicates the invad.en; 
and usUlpe1'll, iv 1'; appeal of the King 
of Naples, iv ~3; Garibaldi's proclama
tion declaring his intention to free the 
Neapolitan states, iv 13; crosses to the 
mainland, LV 74: rapid S1.Iccesses ofhis
army, iv 7S: his entry into Naples, 
iv 1S: necessity of keeping Garibaldi 
out of Rome, iv 16; Cavour's plan, 
iv 16; the Sardinian army conquets the 
Papal territory, iv 78; meeting of Vic
tor Emmanuel and Garibaldi, iv 91i
Victor Emmanuel chosen king of the 
.Two Sicilies, iv 80; Garibaldi resigns 
the dictatorship and retires to Caprera, 
iv 80; his disinterestedness, iv 81: is 
elected to the Italian parliament, iv B3: 
retires, iv 83; raises a force £or thecap
tore of Rome, iv 83: be is. opposed. at 
Aspromontc, iv 8.t; is wounded and 
imprisoned. for & short time, iv 84; re
moved to Caprera, iv 84; his enthusi
astic reception in London, LV 85; re_ 
turns to Caprera, LV BS: takes up anus 
against Austria in 1866, iv 85; is 
wounded and returns to Caprcra. LV 85; 
another attempt to take Rome, iv 86. 

Garotte, public indignation against, 
iii 133: infliction of flogging as a punish
ment, iii 134-

General election of 1865. results of, iv 
178: general election of 1868, iv 265; 
Mr.Gladstonedereated, iv26s;changes 
in the new House of Commons.. iv 266: 
strength of Liberal and Conservative 
parties, iv :166; elections of 1880, iv 316. 

George III., death of, i 6-
George IV., death of, i 38. 
Germany,bostileCecliJlg towardsFrance. 
iii 3:1). 

Gibson, Milner, advocates the remission 
of the taxes on knowledge, ii 110); loses 
his scat, iii 204-

Gladstone. John, his political opinions. 
and character, i 8; early history of the 
family, i 8. 

Gladstone, William Ewart, his early 
school liCe. i 10: enters EtOJl School,i II; 

contributes to the £1_ Mi.u,lIaHY, 
£/M Map1riIu, i IS; at Oxford Uni
ftl"Sity, i ~: enters parliament as mem
ber for Newark, i 114: his remarks on 
slavery, i 116: ill commis5ionu of the 
treasury. i 130: undeNIeCfCtary to the 
colonies, i '40; opposes motion for rc
formofthe Irish Church, i 140: oppoHS 
proposed inquiry into bribery and c0r

ruption at Liverpool, i 141; oppose:" 
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Universities Admisaion Bill, i t.p; 
Lon! Macaulay's opinion or him. i 141; 
hi! speech on the Irish Church. i 141; 
speech OD abolition of slavery, i ISO: 

is charged with inconsistoncy, i 201; 

his work on 741Stau U. itr R,I4t;tHrs 
!flitA tlu C4unlJ, i 2CJ; criticisms of 
Macaulay and the Quarlw/y RITJUaJ, 
i 103; his correspondence with Macau
lay, i 204. his change of opinion on the 
subject. i 206: his speech on the Dis. 
senters' Chapel BiU, i 283: appointed 
vice-president of the Board of Tndc 
and Master of the Mint, i 318; his re
putation at this time, j 318; speech on 
the opium war, i 320; his marriage. i3'JO; 
be supporu Su- Robert Peel's proposed 
sliding.,tale. ii 22; withdraws from 
Pcd's government on account of pr0-

posal to mcl'eaSe the Maynooth pant, 
ii 41; his early opinions on frce..trndc, 
ii 53: proposes to. abolish restrictions 
on the imponation ofmachinery,ii 53: 
his part in obtaining improvements in 
railway system, ii S4; on the IIlgU' 

dUlies. ii 72; supports the Maynooth 
College Bill, ii 81; becomes colonial 
secrelary, ii 94; on the conduct of Sir 
James Brooke in the East, ii 159: 
on abolition of the navigation laws, 
ii 187, 188: proposes an ecclesiastical 
constitution for the Australian colonies, 
ii 197: speech on the Don Pacifico 
affair, ii 217: on the death of Sir Robert 
Peel, ii 223:. his charges against the 
administration of justice in Naples, 
ii 259: replies to his charges, ii 271 : 
is chancellor of the exc:bequcr, ii 316: 
his first budget, ii 319: his budget of 
18540 iii 511: supplementary budget, 
iii 59: his attitude with regard to Rus
sia and Turkey in 1854 and 1877, 
iii 60; on the origin and reasons of the 
Crimean war, iii 68: writing in 1878 on 
the Crimean war, iii 87: speech on the 
conduct of the Crimean war, iii 145: 
chance1lor of the exchequer, iii 151 ; 
resigns. iii 154. 155: on the bratkiog 
up of political parties, iii 167; advocates 
negotiations for peace, iii 16g, 183: on 
the terms of pe:1ce with Ruuia, iii 194: 
on the qulln'Cl with the Uoited States 
concerning foreign enlistment, iii 195; 
on the education of neglected children, 
iii :1115: his visit to Corfu, iii 1189: chan
cellor of the exchequer, iii 2911: Home
ric studies, iU 11)8: address as chancel
lor oC the Univenity of Edinburgh~ 
iii 298: visit to the Ionian hlands, 
iii 299: gratuitous scrvices as commis
sioner extmordinary at Corfu, iii 306: 
his poIition in the Palmerston ministry, 
iii 306: his budget of 1859, iii 316; he 
introduces budget of 1860, iii 331: on 
the French commercial trenry, iii 333. 
abolition of exciJedutyon paper,iii 335: 
iv 26: the imprused stamp OD news
pnpel'l abolished, iii 335: on the func
tions oC laymen in the church, iv IS: 
opposclabolition ofchurch.rates, iv 14: 
on interference by the House oC Lordi 
with tlUration, iv 'lI9: his budget of 1861, 
jv 31: hil budget oC 1862, iv 119: speech 
b)r Mr. Disraeli upinlt the budlet, 
iv 122: Mr. GladitOlle'. reply, iv 112; 
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hiI financial statement of 186], iv 146. 
proposed dub-tall and tax on charities 
negatived, iv 146: his speech on CII

dowed institutions, jv 1,.6: details of 
the budget, jv 147: the income-tax, 
jv 148; our trade with France, iv 148, 
17'l1: he supportS the Disse:ntel'l' Burial 
Bill, iV171: hilbudgetofl86<t.ivI71: 
his scheme for government life annui
eies Rnd assunmce, iv 127; his budget 
Ofl865, iv 173: speech on morm,i.v 174: 
hia views on the Irish Church, iv 175: 
loses his seat for O.w:foni Univenrity, 
iv 176;hisspeech ae Manchester, W177: 
is returned for South LanClUlhire,iv 178: 
becomes leader of the HoUIC oC Corn· 
mons, iv 18'l1; his speeches at Glasgow 
and Edinburgh in 1865, iv 18'l1; his 
views on English Evangelicalism, 
iv 2011; his budget of 1866, iv IU!; its 
proposals regarding the national debt, 
iV'll13; his speeches on the reform bill 
of 1866, iv 214, s17, 219; his resignation 
oC office, iv 2:12; his opposition to Mr. 
Disraeli's reform bilJ, iv 1:190 on the 
Fenianoutrages,iv 257: his viewoftbe 
Irish problem, iV257: his raolutionsfor 
disestablishment of the Irish Church, 
iv 261: is defeated in LanClllhire, but 
returned for Greenwich, iv 265: forms 
a ministry, iv 167: its members, iv 367: 
introduces his bill for disestablishing 
the Irish Church, iv 267: its provisions, 
Iv 267: it passel second reading, jv 270> 
and becomes law, 21t: introduces and 
curies Irish Uind Bill, iv 273: intro
duces education bi11 for Ireland, iv 285: 
his government defeated. iv 285: ~ 
resigns, but compelled to remain in 
office, jv 'lI8s: he resigns in 1874, iv 186: 
his letter to Lord Granville, iv 286; 
introduces bill for abolition of com
pulsory church.rates, iv'J90: his views 
on disestablishment of the Church, iv 
291,295: OD Ritualism, iv ~I; on the 
Abolition oCPatronage and Public Wor
ahip Regulation bills, iv 295; his pam. 
phlet on the Vatican Decrees, iv 2CJ8; 
his public life, iv 2CJ8: bis pamphlet on 
Turkish affairs, jv 310:' the Midlothian 
Campaign, iV316; isagainprimcminis. 
tcr, iv 3t1: bia measures for Ireland, 
and action against Home Rule obstruc
tion. iv 318. 

Glenelg, Lord, colonial secretary, i «a8: 
retires Crom office, i ft9. 

Godwin, William, political economist, 
i 51. 

Godwin, Major.general. commander in 
the Burme.ce war, iii 197. 

Gold, discovery or. in Victoria, U 201, 

in California, ii :lOr. 
Goodman's confeuion, i ror. 
GClrgei. Arthur, dictator or Hungary, 
ii 156-

Gorham, Rev. ComeliUl, ii 170-
Gorilla, disc:oftry oC the, jv t:+ 
Goschen, Mr., his eArly career, iV:lu. 
Gough, Lord, conquers the Punjaub, 
iii'll44. 

Goulboum, Mr., cbance1lor oC the 0-

chequer, i 318; ii 60-
Graham, Sir Jamcs, in Melbourne's 
ministry, i 1:17; declina to join Peel's, 
i 131; IpCCCh on the buh Qurcb. 

HALLAM 
i 1)8: is home.secretary, i 318 j public 
feeling against him for opening letten 
in the post-officc, i 336: his speech on 
Lord Derby's protection policy, ii 304; 
is first lord of the admiralty, ii 316: 
his instructions to Sir Charles Napier, 
iii 77: quarrel between, iii 78; fil'lt loni 
of the admiralty under Palmcnton, 
iii '5%; resigns, iii 154, %55. 

Grnot, Sir Hope, commands the forees 
in China. iv 61. 

Grant, General, captures Vicksburg, 
iv 14:1: appointed to command the 
forces, iv 142; takes Richmond, iv 
14 2• 

Granville, Lord, made foreign minister, 
ii 274; loni-president of the COUIIci1, 
ii ]16: iii 151; secretary for the colonies, 
iV26T. 

Gnat EtUt".,. steamship, iii 3'l17: its 
usefulnesa in laying telegraph cables, 
iii 329. 

Great Exhibition. See CrysW Plllau. 
Greece, quarrel with Britain on the Don 
Pacifico and other claims, ii S1:I; 

seizure of war-vessels and blockade of 
the Greek coast, ii 213; settlement or 
dispute, ii 314: election of Prince Al_ 
fred as king, iv 1"5: the honour de
clined, iv 145: Prince William of Daa
mark elected, iv ."s-

GrcviUe, clerk of the council, his de
scription of the first privy-council of 
Queen Victoria, i 209; desaibcs her 
appearance and manner, i 212-

Grey, Earl (second), forms a ministry, 
i 6g; Reform Bill introduced, i 72: is 
respected by the Dation, i 80; his min
istry resign but recalled, i 88: on. 
church establishments, i Jl2: split in 
his cabinet and resignation of miniltry, 
i 1ll4; declines to form a ministry, 
i 145, 

Grey, Earl (third), colonial secretary in 
Russell's ministry, i 116-
~,EArlde, Lord-tieu~toCI~ 
land, i 318. 
~, Sir George, home secn!tary in 
RusseD and Palmenton ministries, ii 
u6; iii 151. 

Grey, Sir George, Governor oC New 
Zcaland, ii 14; his difficulties in deal· 
ing with the natives. ii 14; puts the 
aft"ain of South Australia and New 
Zeo.land in order, ii 190-

Gras, Darou, French envoy to China, 
i",61. 

Grote, George, enten ParHamea.t in 
1832, i 107. 

Guano, first importation of, ii 175-
Gum,t, M., his rcsipation, ii 2: re
called to power, ii 6; policy and p0pu

larity, ii 6; anecdote of, ii 1]11: hili 
character, ii 13'l1; intrilUCI about the 
Spanish marriages, ii 1]4. 

H. 
Haheu Corpus Act IUlPl!nded, iv ... 8. 
HaU, Sir Benjamin, his political prin
ciples, Ii 280: lint commissioner of 
Woodland Forests, iii 1St. 

HallAm, a F~t talker, j 186: his death, 
iv J8. 



HALLEY 
Halley's comet. appcar.LDce of. in 1835. 
i ISS. 

Hampden. Dr., and the see of Hereford, 
ii t6g. 

Handel Centenary at the Crystal Pal
ace, iv 9-

Handel Festival. an annual celebration. 
iv 9-

Hanover, scpar.ation of, &om Grear: Bri
tain, i IIU. 

Harcourt. Sir William, iv 2g6: is solici-' 
wr-gencra1, iv 297. 

Hardinge. Lord, commander- in-chief, 
ii 32Q, 

Harrisoo. Mr •• secretary (or lrcIaDd, iii 
.,~ 

Hartington. M.arquis ct, moves a vote 
of want of confidence in the Derby 
government, iii 2I}1; defeated by a large 
majority £or North Lancashire, iv 266; 
becomes postmaster - general undu 
Mr. GLadstone, iv2&,; becomes Liberal 
leader in the House of ComDLOllS. iv 
287. 

Hartley Colliery tragedy, iv 57. 
Harvest. deficient, in 1831'"i. i 276-
Hassall, Dr. Arthur Hill, SUperintends 
the Ltulat adulteration commiS5iou, 
iii 2:zg. 

Hastings, Lady Flora. i 2311. 
Hastings. WlUTCn. i 287. 
Hatherlcy, Lord, lord-chancellor. iv ,.,. 
HavelocJc. Sir Henry, his charac:ter and 
early career, iii 255; mardi on Can
pore and Luclmow, iii :156: his death, 
iii 260; pension granted to b;" widow 
and SOD, iii 370; Lord Canning'$ esti
mate of, iii 270-

Hawaiian Islands, ii 189. 
Hayn&u, GenenJ. mobbed in London, 
ii 140. 

Hayti, CI'OWIliDg of Soulouque emperor 
of, iii ... 

Head, Major, puts down the revolt in 
Canada, i :1:14: reo:ives a baronetcy, i .... 

Heathcote. Sir W.o opposes the aboli
tion of churth-rates, iv 14: Ik.etch ot 
iv 14-

HenJey, Mr., president or Board of 
Trade. ii 1196· 

Hennessey, Pope, iv 86. 
Herbert, Sir Sydney, enters parliament 
in 1834 as a Tory, i 184: at lint a hesi
latinc speaker, i r8s: his ancestry, i 
18,: IeCfttary to the admm..lty, i 318: 
secretary at war, ii 317: colonial secre
tary, iii 151; II:Iigns. iii 154, ISS; raised 
to the peerage, iv ~; death of, iv 42-

High-Church" Ritualism, and Low. 
Church, iv u. 

Hill, Rowland, his cui" ~ning and 
history. i 237; advocates a penny post
age, i :139; appointed to superintend its 
working, i ",1. 

Hodson, Lieutenant, his vigour in the 
supprcaion or Indio mutiDy, iii :161: 

. shoots the King of Delhi's sons, 263. 
Holmfinh, bunting or reservoir at, ii 
\188; iv 18.t. 

Holyoake. Mr., the Secularist, refuses 
to take an oath, iii. 7. 

Hood, Thomas. ii IS: his efforu on be
halC or Gi.lford White. ii 15-

INDEX. 

Hope, Admiral, attemptS to storm the 
Taku forts, iv tho 

Horsman, Mr., Irish secretary, iii 151. 
Houses of Parliamcnt, completion or. 
iv 4-

Howe, introduction of sewing-machine 
by, iv 19-

Howitt, William. explosive writing in 
his Y-nud. ii 151. 

Hubbard, Mr., bill on church-rates, iv .,. 
Hudson, George, railway king, ii 179. 
Hughes, Mr. Thomas. on trades-unions. 
iV",I. 

Hugu, Vu:tor. ii 145-
H ume, J oscph, leader of the RadiClls. 
i 81: his early career, i 8:t; ii 45; advo
cates the cause of the Canadian colon
ists, i \124; character of, ii 45: his indus
try, ii 46: his annual moticm for parlia
mcnwy reform. Ii 309: supportS Mr. 
Gladstone's war budget, iii sS: bis 
death, iii 58. 

Hungarian insurrection, ii 155: Francis 
Dcak's popularity, ii 156; Kossuth pr0-

visional governor, ii 156: Arthur~rgci 
succeeds Kossuth as dictator, ii 1$6: 
suncndcr of the Hungarian army, ii .,o. 

Hunt, Leigh, conductor of ExIUlrWr 
newspaper, ii 161; sarcastic articles on 
the prince regent, ii 161: breadth of 
view in his advocacy of reforms, ii 1M; 
pension granted to, ii 161; death of. iv 
,a 

Hydcpark IUots of 1866, iv :I,.. 

I. 
Ibrahim. Pasha. ii 1. 
Imports and a:ports, statistics of food, 
iv r, "-

Income-tax, first impaled, i 330; Sir 
Roben Peel appeals to the house on 
behalf of, ii 36: opposition of Lord 
John Russell and Mr. Roebuck to, ii 

"'" India. historical notice of, i..s" Board 
of Control cstabl.i5hcd, i lI87; b'OUblcI 
with Afghanistan and the Sikhs, i :t88: 
changes iD, ii 160: changes in, since 
1853, iii lI09; mutiny of Scpoys in, ill 
lI40: its causes, iii \140: improvemCDts in 
the condition of the country, iii 241; 
severity of the British to the natives, ill 
lI41: previous warnings of discontCDt, 
iii 24:1; Colonel Hodgson's pamphlet, 
iii \l4l1; improvements iDtroduccd by 
Lord Dalhousie, ill 243: extension of 
British rule iD, ill 244: the Koh-i-noor 
diamond sent to England, iii 244: Ali. 
moolah Khan visits London, ill 245: 
Lord Canning su~ Lord Dal
housie, iii :145: causes of the mutiny, 
iii 1145: origin of the name Pandies as 
applied to revolted Sepoys, iii 247; dis
tribution ofchup;.ttics, iii 247: cfu;t-i~ 
tien of the b"OOps iD the country on the 
outbreak of the mutiny, iii 247: out
break at Mcerutand Delhi, iii lI48: the 
news reaches Lahore and the $cpoya 
there diaarmed, iii :149; those at Mool_ 
tan d~, iii :tso: troops on their 
way to China intcn:epted by Lord 
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Canning, iii ISO: outbreak at Lucknow, 
iii aso: OUtbreak at Cawnporc. iii lIsl; 
Sir Hugh Wheeler applies to Nana 
Sahib for assistance, iii lIslI; hemic 
dcfenceofthe garrison,iii lI53: trcaC!hCl'Y 
of Nana Sahib and massacre of the 
ganisaD, iii lIS3: Sir Colin Campbell 
sent out, iii ass: General Havelock 
man:bcs on Cawnpore and captures it, 
iii :ls6; defeat of Nana Sahib and blow
ing up of the magarine, iii :tS6: Outram 
and Havelock march on Lucknow. iii 
:t57: entry into the Residency, iii :158: 
advance of Sir Colin campbell on 
Lucknow, iii 258: its fall, iii lIs9; death 
of Sir Henry Haveloclc, iii :t6o: siege 
of Delhi, iii 260: blowing up of the 
Cashmere Gate, iii w:t: the city cap
tured, iii 262: capture of the King of 
Delhi and shooting of his sons, iii :163: 
punishments inftictcd on the rebels at 
Cawnpore, iii :z6.t: Disracl.i on the mode 
of governing, iii 165: Cobden on Indian 
government:. iii :166: disposal of the 
King of Delhi. iii 268: death of the 
Rhance of Jhansi, iii 268; general 
order by Sir Hugh Rose, iii :z68: Sir 
Colin Campbell announces the end of 
the rebellion, iii 168: proposal to trail ... 

fer the government from the East India 
Company to the crown, iii a74' bilbi of 
Lord PalmclSton and Lord Derby, iii 
'lI74: act fOr the better government of 
India finally passed, iii 275: the queen 
proclaimed throughout, iii a7S: separate 
European army abolished, iv 43-

Inkcrman, battle of, iii III; descriptions 
of, iii tl2, tl3; cruelties of the Rus
sians, iii 114-

Insanity laws, discussion on the, ii 40. 
Inspection of prisons, conflict between 
House of Commons and the law courts 
concerning, i :t69-

Insurrections on the Continent, i 91. 
International law, improvements in, iii 

19:1· 
Inundation ofthc sea in 18611, iv 18S
Ionian Islands, political condition or, 
iii 1109; Mr. Gladstone sent as lord 
commissioner visits the, iii :t89, 299: 
they demand to be annexed to Greece, 
iii 299: finaUy b:mdcd. over, iii]oo. 

Ireland, agitation ud distress in, i 18, 
37, 120; crimes in. in 183a, i 121; c0er

cive measures, i 121; church and mili. 
tary statistics in 1833. i 123; failure of 
the potato crop in, ii 85: poverty of the 
cottlU'S and alarming distress in, ii 8,. 
increase of crime in. ii 107; hill for the 
protcc~ion of life and property thrown. 
out:. ii 107: Sir Robert Peel resigns, ii 
r08: increasing famine and crime, ii 
116; remedial measures adopted, ii 117: 
opposition to the establishment of se
cular colleges, ii 117: injurious effects 
or the relic( gnuttcd, ii u8: Mr. Smith 
ofDcanston on how tOUnprove Ireland, 
ii 1l9: Lord George Bentinck'i pro
posal, ii 119: spiritlessncssofthepeoplc. 
ii 120: the Young Ireland party, ii no; 
repeal year, ii 123: results of famine, ii 
141: need ofi,npmved cookery, ii141: 
statistics of mortality and relief during 
the (amine, ii 182: punishment of agi
tatolS, ii 18t. Ia.: the .. Cabbace Gar-
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den Insunecti.on," ii 181; deplorable 
CODdition of the people in J848. ii 184; 
Prince Albert 00, ii IS .. ; visit of the 
queen to, ii I8S: Mr. Sharman Cr:a.WM 
Cord moves (or leave to bring in a land 
hill, ii 290: political condition of, if' ~1: 
seditious proceedings of professional 
agitators, iv 248; Fenian thteatsagainst 
England, iv 248; proceedings of Irish 
Americans, iv 24B: 'Views of British 
statesmen on. iv 24B: the FeniaD or-
ganizatioD, iv 249; Stephens and Ma
boney, iv 2S0: sulpension of Habeas 
Corpus Act, iv 2SO: Fenian raid on 
Canada. iv 2SO: lrish-Americanattempt 
on Ireland, iv IIIsr; capture of Colonel 
Burke and others, iv 251; attack on 
prison van at Maochestu and murder 
of Sergeant Brett, iv 25:a: execution of 
AUen, Larkin, and O'Brien, iv 254: 
outrage 00 Clerkenwcll Prison, iv 2,54; 

execution of Barreu, iv 2SS; outrages 
in Ireland, iv 256; veat proccuion in 
memory of the Manchester murderers, 
IV :156; the land question, iv 359: the 
Ulster"Custom,"iv2S9; Mr. Maguire's 
proposed inquiry into condition of (re.. 

land, iv 260: Mr. Gladstone introduces 
the Irish Land Bill, iv 273: its provi
sions, iv 214: it becomes law, iv 275: a 
national education bill introduced, iv 
:a8S' continued outrages in, jv 318: 
Mr. Gladstone's later measures, iv 318. 

Irish Brigade raised, jv 76, 86; Mr. Pope 
Hennessey coDSpicuous in its. (0rma
tion, iv 86. 

Irving, Edward, i no. 
Isabella, Queen of SpaiD, ii 290-
Italy, (ate of Ruffini, ii r; sympathy 
with Mauini., ii I: condition in 18.t8. 
ii 151; spread ofsecretsocierics. ii '511: 
insurrectionary movements, ii 152: 
Charles Albert takes the lead, ii 152: 
Garibaldi decLara war against Austria. 
ii 1511; enters Rome and a republic pro
claimed, ii 151:1; Victor Emmanuel.ue-
ceeds his father, ii IS]; the Fnmdl. 
Austrian, and Neapolitan armies ad
vance upon Rome, ii 153; gallant de
fence of Garibaldi, ii 153: end of the 
Roman Republic, ii 15+: Austrian rule 
unendurable, iii ]06; policy of Cavour 
Qnd of Mazzini. iii 307; Mauini. and 
Garibaldi. iii 307: the Emperor of the 
Frellch contemplates hostilities with 
Austria. ill ]08; Victor Emmanuel'. 
declaration, iii JOB: Cecline in England. 
iii ]08. the emperor's letter to the 
queen, ill 309: unpopularityoCthe war 
in France, iii ]10; Prince Albert on the 
cmpcror'sposition, iii 310: negotiations 
with Lord Cowley, iii 310; tho queen 
on Napoleon'. position, iii 311: M. 
Tbiers' opinion, iii 3U: proposal (or the 
disarmament of the great powers, iii 
311; AUltri" preparing Cor war, iii 3111: 
mcmonmdum oC the Sardinian govern
ment, iii 3111: Austria demands thedi5-
armament of Sardinia, ill 313; ViClOt' 
Emmanuel's proclrunation 10 hil. troops. 
iii 313: the AUitrian army ordered to 
antcr SlU'dinia, iii 313; the emperor 
takes commll.D.d of the French anny, 
ili 3'3: positiona of the 41'Dli~ iii 31]: 
banle of Montebello, iii 313. ~efeat of 

INDEX. 

the Austrians at Palestro, iii 31,: dcteat 
oCthe Austrians at Magenta, iii]14:the 
Empertr:!' of France and King of Sar
dinia enter Milan, iii 315; retreat of 
the Austrians, iii 315; battle of Sol
ferino, iii 315: meeting of the emperors 
at VilWranca, iii 315; treaty signed, 
iii 316: dissatisfaction of Sardinia and 
~ignatioD of Cavour, iii 3:12: com
pla.i.nts of Sardinia against the conduct 
of Austria, iv 66: tyrannous govern_ 
ment in Naples, iv 66; Garibaldi's con
quest of Sicily and Naples (see G.ri.. 
6tUd,/. iv ~; Victor Emmanuel oc
cupies the Papal tenitory,iV78: chosen 
king of the Two SiciIies. iv 80; Lord 
John Russell's despatch on the action 
of the Sardinian government. iv 81; 
Ratani succeeds Cavour as minister, 
iv 83; tries to repeat Cavour's policy, 
iv 83: Garibaldi raises a force for an 
attaclc. on Rome. IV 83: he d- opposed 
by government troops at Aspromonte, 
iv 84: seat of government removcci to 
Florence,lv 85; Venctiajoined to Ita1y, 
iv 85; another WlSUc:cessful attack 00 
Rome, iv 86: discussion in the House of 
Commons on the govcmment policy, 
iv 86. 

J. 
Jamaica,. proposal to suspend the c0n

stitution of, i IsS; serious riots in, 
iv 190; condition of me negro in. iv I!m 
George Wm. Gordon and Paul Bogle, 
iv 191: course pursued hy Governor 
Eyre, iv 1911: execution of Gordon, 
IV 193; severities prnctised on the in
surgents, iv 193; public sympathy felt 
for Gordon, IV 19-f.: Carlyle defends 
Eyre, iv 194: be is suspended, and a 
commission of inquiry app;tinted,iv 195: 
the prosecution against him faib, iv 
195· 

]aptlD, opening up of trade with. iv 3D. 

Jerrold, Douglas, death of, iv sa 
Jews, admission of, 10 House of Com

mans, i,v 36. 
Jingoes, origin of the dD1lIc, iv 3n. 
Jones. Ernest, ii .45-
Jones, William. conceals IdmseJ1 in 

Buckingham Palace, i 315. 
Jowett. Professor, iv _, 204; opposi
lion to, iv 206. 

Judicature Bin passed. iv :a8 S. 

K. 
Ka.ffin, war Wilh, ii 2750 309-
Kan, heroic defence of, by General 
Williams, iii ISr. 

Kenl, Duchea of, income granted to, 
i 120; iUoeu 0(, iv 49: the queen', de
scription of her last boUd. iv 49; her 
death, iv so. 

Kent. Duke of, father of the queen, his 
death, i 18 .. 

Kimberley, Lord, lord privy-scal, tV 861. 
Kinpley, Charles, dorta to. improve 
the condition of the labouring cIaMcs, 
ii 1$0; hiloppaaition to tho Manchutu 
sc:hooJ. ii 306; hia ChriHian 1Ocialiun. 

LIVINGSTONE 

iii 2U: appointed professor of history. 
iv 202. 

Knowledge, ~ of tues on, ii .. 
Kob-i-Door diamond sent 10 England. 
iii~ 

Kossuth, Louis, ii r.p ; 1eams the 
English language, ii 142; becomes ~ 
visional governor of Hungary, ii 156. 
resips the dictatorship and flees to 
Turkey, ii J 56; reaches England, ii 157; 
his American tour, ii 215-

L. 
Lady Hewleys Charity. i 282-
Lady novelists, ii 301. 
Lamorici~re, General. commander of 
Papal troops, iv ~. 

Lancashire, distress in, iv 125; pr0-

visions (or relief, iv 126; Mr. Cobden 
on the amount of distress, iv u6; poor
Jaw relief, iv 127: aid (rom America" 
iv U7: Mrs. Gladstone's efforts. iv 129: 
improvement of health and decrease of 

, mortality in d~ districts,. iv 129. 
occupation pJovided, iv 11:19-

Lansdowne, Lord. in cabinet without 
Office, ii 317. 

Lawreocc; Sir Henry, stationed in the 
Punjaub, iii 2.47: his death. iii IsL 

Lawnmce, Sir John, stationed in the 
Punjaub, iii 247; his able adrninistra,. 
tion and tact. ill 26g; rew:uda (or his 
services. iii 2700 

Lawson. Sir Wilfrid, presideDt of the 
United Kingdom Alliance. iv 151_ 

Layard, Austin Henry. his career. 
iii 139: his excavations near Nineveh, 
ii 175: attacks the government on the 
Crimean war, iii 1]9: atta.cks paJ.mut. 
ston's government, iii 153. 

Laymen in the church, Gladstone OD 
functions of. iv u. 'I. 

Leech, John, deatb of, IV 191. 
Leb&cn, Louise, govuncsa to Princess 
Victoria. i us. 

Leicester the Glass-blower, iv 239-
Leopold, chosen King of Belgium, i. 91; 
guardian and adviser of Princess Vic
toria. i 117; promotes her marriage 
with Prince AJben, i 29&0 

Leopold, illness of Prince. iv a87_ 
Letheby, Dr., his sanitary inquiries, 
iii u6: remedies SII~. iii 1:128. 

Le.-ia, Sir G. c., chancellor of the ex
chequer, iii ISS: bis 1UlteccdeJ:r.ts,iii 163; 
his. budget, iii 163, 164. 

Liberia,. atablishment or colony of. iv 

••• 
Lincoln, Abraham. elec:ted President ~ 
the United States, iv 101; character 
IUId career, ;v 101; penonal appear. 
ance, ;v 102: his n:ply to aD addresa 
from MlUlchestu, iv la6; ,",,;",.;OD 
of. ;Y 143. 

Lind, Jenny, her utraordinaryauCCCSl, 
iiao&. 

Liquor tlafiic, bill for reaulation 0(. it' 
..~ 

LiYinptone, David,eariylife and educa
tion, iv 20: joins the London MisKioo
IUy Society and iI ICDt to South 
Africa,;v:n; his marriap.;" 21; ilia 
great joUl'llCY to Lab Npmi. iv t2 j; 
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receives the gold medal of the Royal 
Geographic:d Society, iv :II:.: Sir Ro
derick Murchison on his discoveries, 
IV 211; recommends the growth of cotton 
in Africa,. iv :12: explorations on the 
Zambesi, iv 22; leaves England for his 
last journey. iv 23: honoun given to 
him. iv 2). 

Local GovemmeDt Acts, iv:tB3. 
Loch Katrine water supply for Glasgow, 
inaugum,tion of, iv s. 

LondODdeny. Marquis of, his claim for 
place, i '33-

London University, receives power to 
grant degrees, i 135. 

Lords, House or. rejection of bill for re
peal ohhc paper-duty, iv .8~report of 
committee of Commons on precedents 
for such a course, iv 28; Mr. Bright 
dissents from report, iv 118; Mr. Glad
stone's opinion, iv 29: resolutions car
ried iD the Commons. iv 29. 

Lome, Marquis of, marriage with frin.. 
cess Louise, iii 3O.f.. 

Louis Philippe, King or France, i 90; 
attempt on his life, ii 6: news reaches 
the HouIC of Commons of his Ilight 
and abdicatiOJl. ii '3]; intrigues cxm
cerning the Spanish marriage, ii 133-

Lowe, Mr., his amc.admeDt urging pro
secution of the war, iii 169. '76, '78; 
supports the bill for limited liability in 
joint-stock companies. iii 303: his early 
ca!'eel'. iii 303: advances in political 
offices, iii 304; his character as aD 

educationist, iv 16sJ: is charged with 
mutilating doo! inspectors' reportS, 

iv 170; he resigns office, 1'9 '10; his 
speeches on rcfonn biU of 1866, iv 2lS. 
218; his attack 011 Mr. Disracli. i9' 
234; chancclIor of the exchequer, iv 
267; IW budger. of 1869, iv 210; his 
budget of 1871, iv 283: PfOposed tax on 
lucifer matcheJI, iv 283-

Lucknow, outbreak at, and vigOl'OUS 
measures taken by Sir Henry Law
rence, iii S5o; entry of GeDC1'2.l Have
lock into, iii ss8. 

Lyndhurac. Lord, his anc:estotS, i 113: 
begu. IW parliamentary career as a 
Radical, i 113: lord chancellor in 
various ministries, i 98, U3, 1119. 318: 
a law refonner, i 113: attorney-general, 
i113; friendlhip between hi.m. and Can
ning. i 113; his generosity and good
humour, ill.; his billa toamend the law 
concerning parliamentary oaths, and to 
better tho position of mruried women, 
iii n; his speech. on the unfaithfulness 
of Ruaia, iii 91; advocates additiOllll 
to the national defences, iii 305. 

LyUOD, Sir E. Bulwer. lpeech on the 
conduct of the Crimeaa 'JIU, iii 1+4: 
motion to censure the govemment, 
iii. 181: supports Disraeli'l nform bill 
of 1859, iii 291: Di.uaeli'l description 
of his oraDolI, iii 291; secretary for the 
colonies. iii 299: his SUCCICSS as a poli
tician and defects as a lpeaker, iii )00; 

his political creed and industry as a 
writer, iii)OO: Cl'e&ted a baronet,iii )01; 
his per$ODai peculiarities, iii ]01; his 
romantic novels and d.ramu. iii 301; 
hill political PfOITCSS and litenuy me> 
c:eu. iii ~~ his unhappy marriace, 
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iii ]02: anecdote of, by Mr. Ballantine, 
iii ]02; interested ineriminal investiga
tions, iii 302; Loni R.ec:tor of Glasgow 
University, iii 303. 

M. 
Macaulay, Thomas Babington, enters 
parliament, i 104 i his high place as 
a speaker, i 104: advocates reform. 
i 105: a great talker, i 186; war secre
tary, i 289: opposes Peel's sliding
scale, ii 23; his description of a stormy 
scene in the House of Commons. ii 40: 
on the sugar duties, ii 72; on the May
nooth College Bill, ii 79; loses his seat 
for Edinburgh" ii 80: paymaster of the 
farces, ii 116; publication of his Hu. 
lWy V E..puuI. ii 163; is again re
turned for Edinburgh, iii 10: speech 
on the Militia Bill, iii II; his death, 
iv 39: his position as an author and 
politician, iv 39; Mr. Gladstone's re
view of, iv 39-

M'Clintoc:k, Captain, his expedition ill 
the Fu, iv"20. 

Mackenzie, Bishop, in Africa. iv "
Mackintosh, Sir James" his efforts to 
ameliorate the criminal code, i 17. 

Mac:naghten, Sir William, murdered ill 
Cabul,- ii 8. 

Magazines, beginning of popular, ills. 
Magenta, battle of. iii ]14-

Mahoney. Fenian head-centre, ivaso. 
Mail-coachcs, i ~)6. 
Malmesbury, Lord. foreign· secretary 
ill Loni Derby'. ministries, ii 296; 
iii aS7. 

Malt duty, motion to repeal, in 18]5. 
i 133-

Malthus on population, i 52. 
Manchester, rapid growth of,. i 275 i 
turn-out of mill.workers, i :178; meet
ings prohibited and dispersed, i a79: 
meeting of trades deleptes and resolu
tiODS adopted, inc:ludiDg the People's 
Charter, i aBo; employers resolve to 
keep the mi11s closed. i 280. 

Manche5ter school of politics, rise of, 
ii 139: opponents of the, ii 139. 305. 

Manin, Daniel, revolutionist at Venice, 
iil44-

Mannen, Lord John, commissioner of 
Woods and Forests. ii 296. 

Manning, Hemy Edward, hirth and 
education. iv 17: joins the Roman Ca
tholic Chun:h. iv 18; made a cardinal, 
iv 18. 

Manteufrd. Prussian minister, iii 34-
MaroDites. See IJrJan. 
Marriage laws. unstisfactory nature of 
the old, i 17f; interpretation of them 
by Sir Matthew Hale, i 178: attempts 
to amend, i 178, 179: a reform aa::om· 
plished, i 179. 

MarricA women, laws rdatlng to, i a73: 
iii I~. 

Manahan, capture of. iii 197. 
Martineau, Harriet. her influence in 
Liberal politics, i 81 ; declines a peD

siOD, i 81: on the Chartists, i 2~: on 
the potato disease, ii 86. 

Martini.Henry rifte. inVUlUon of, iii 3m 
Mathew, Father, his early c:areer, i 255: 
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labours on beha1£ of total abstinence, 
i 256; iv 149; anecdotes of, i 2,56. 

Maurice" Rev. Frederic: Denison, on 
the Manchester school, ii )06; dis.
missed for teaching certain views on 
tho subject; of eternal punishment. 
iii 43: appointed professor of moral 
philosophy. iv aM. 

Maynooth College Bill, introduced by 
Sir Robert Ped, ii 78: speech by Mac
aulay on, ii 79: supported by Gladstone 
and opposed by Disraeli, ii 8,; passing 
of, ii 8a. 

Maynooth Grant, Mr. Aytoun's motion 
on, iv ~: compensation for with
drawal of, iv ~6g. 

Mayo, assassination of Lord, iv 313-
Muzini, Joseph, the father of Italian 
freedom, ii 143: his cady life, ii 143; 
personal appeannce, ii 144; joins the 
Carbonari, ii 145: joins theinswTecti.OD 
in Italy, ii ISS: chosen president of the 
npublic in Rome, ii IS~: his reception 
in England, i 3036: general sympathy 
with, ii I; Carlyle's praise of, ii I; his. 
account of an hour of suffering, ii I. 

Meagher of the Sword, iii 7. 
Mechi. Mr •• ezperi.m.ents in agric:ulture, 
iii 2. 

Medic:al science, advances in, ii 178. 
Meerut, beginning IJfmutiny at. iii 248. 
Mehemet Ali, viceroy of Egypt, i 291; 
British govenunent decline to assist 
him, i 292: his revolt against Turkey, 
ii a: is opposed by England and sup
ported by France, ii 3; refuses the terms 
ofthe western powers, ii 5: at last signs 
a convention. ii 6-

Melbourne, Lord, characteristics of, 
i 99; Sydney Smith's opinion oc. i 99; 
becomes prime minister, i 1:16; ancc>
dotes of, i 127: his ministry dismissed. 
i 1:18, but recalled, 145: resigns, but 
shortly after forms another ministry, 
i 158; weak.ncu of ministry, i ala; ad
viser of the Young queen, i :114: refuses 
the Garter, i :115: supposed undue in-
8uence of, over the queen, i 215; inac
tivity ofhis ministry, i 305; Conserva
tive attacks on, i 305; defeat of, and 
dissolution of parliament, i 311; Earl 
Russell on the situation, i ]n: vote of 
waDt of confidence in the m.i..nistry car'; 
ried, j 313; they resign, i 314: carica· 
ture of, i 315: his character and domes_ 
tic: life, i 315; strange conduct of his 
wife, i 316; solitude and neglect of his 
later life, i 317: his. account of a states
man's position, ii +4; his reception of 
a deputation of radic:al workiog-men, 
ii 45: his death, ii 44-

Metropolitan Underground Railway, 
iv 3, 19!J. 

Mexico, Juarez president of the npub
lie, iv 155: disorder in the country, iv 
ISS; action of Britll.in, France, and 
Spain, iv ISS; the United States refuse 
to join the CIOnvention, iv ISS; & Euro
pean expedition sent out, iv ISS: pro
clamation by the allied powers, iv 156; 
Maican opposition to General Al
monte, iv 156; Napoleon lII.'s views 
with ngard to the Archduke Maxi
milian, iv 156: M. Billllult's statemcnt 
in the COJpS Ugislatif, iv 156; confer-

91 
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ence between the Mexican and allied 
commi.aioners, iy 156; withdrawal or 
'&he .English and Spanish goYel'lDDeDts, 

iv 1.51; proclamation 'of the French 
'COIIUnissioners and defeatoftbe Fmlcb 
tIOcJpI. iv 1:57; General F~ sent out 
with ~inforcement5. jv 1ST; Puebla 
surrendered and the French enter the 
QPital. iv 157: Geaenl FOMY's pr0-

clamation, iv SS7; the crown accepted 
by Maximilian. iv :158; opposition to 
his regn, iv ISS; he is captured and 
executed,- with his generals Miramcm 
and Mejia, iv IS8; J~ again be
COJD.eJI master and is elected president, 
iv 159; sad fate of the ex-empress 
Charlotte. iv 159. 

MWl, Edward, DC the Nrmetm/ummt, 
bis views on oaths, iii 1. 

Militia. BiU, introduced by Lord John 
RUJRU, ii 291; opposed by Hame and 
Cobden, ii 1192; speech by Lord Pal· 
menton, ii 293: deCeat of govermnent, 
ii.i bill of 1852. iii 9; speech by 
Macaulay, iii n. 

Mill, James. a. philosophic Radical, i 53; 
his inftuence with the East India Com. 
pany. i 286. 

Mill, John Stuart, his influence on In
dian affairs, i 286; is rejected by West
minster cleeton, Iv ~s; his political 
views, iv 265· 

Milner-Gibson, Thomas. advocates free 
tr.uie in £ood, ii 2.f; gains a se.t for 
Manchester. ij :a6 i opposes the 5UgBI' 

duties, ii 11; is defeated at Ashton
under.Lyne, iv 166. 

Mines, act regulating the workin&'" of 
women IUId children in, i 331, 

Mt-tw first DC the cheap magazines, 
i'l'l2. 

Mitchel, John, ii r.5: his 'return from 
transportation, iv 288; is twice elected 
for Tippernry, iv 288; his death, iv 28g. 

Model Lodging.houses. iii 2r,. 
MoldaTia. See Pri1ld;./iliu. 
Molesworth, Sir William, entcrsparli ..... 
ment of 1832, i 107; opposition to, i t08: 
1im: commissioner of public works, ii 
3f7: colonial aecreta.ry, iii zSt. 

Mo!tke, General von, iv 237, 
Montebello, battle of; iii 3'13, 
Moore, Thomas, death of, ii 301. 
More, Hcumah, inll.uence of her writ
ings, irS.; advocates the hettcreduc:a~ 
tion ofwomen, i Is.. 

Moxon, Mr., the publisher, trialof, i 28s. 
Mtiller, Franz. the railway murderer, 
iv 188; his apprehension and execution, 
iv rl9: need of communication in rail. 
waYoQlrrlagea, iv rgo. 

Municipal Corporations, inquiry into 
working of, i 16s: growth and eonup
Uotll of, i 16s; report of commissioners, 
i 166: biU introduced by Lozd John 
Russell to amend, i 16,: supported by 
Sir Robert Peel, i 168: pules House of 
oCommotll but opposed in Lords, i 171; 
.after compromiles between the houscs 
the bill finally palled, i 174; feeling in 
'the country on the disagreement be
tween Lord. ~commoDl' i 1705: 
."ti.factory t'elU of the ace. i 1,6: 
l".ondon exempt the n:f'orm, i 
176. 

INDEX. 

.MurchisoD, Sir Roderick, on LiviDg
stone's explorations, iv ... 

Muaic>baUs, increase of, iv-" 

N. 
Nana Sahib, the chief of Bithoor, iii 
'252: asked to aid in the defence of 

. Cawnpore, iii $1.5'1; his trachcry, iii 
253· 

Napier, Sir Charles, bombards St. Jean 
d'Ac:re. ii 1: admiral ofthc Baltic fleet. 
iii 100 17; quurd with Sir James 
Graham, iii 18; n:fuses the Grand 
Cross of the Bath, iii 19; what he 
achieom:l in the Baltic. iii 79-

Napier, Sir Charles James, conquem 
Scinde, ii 13-

Napier, General Sir Robcrt,. leads the 
Abyuiniao e:s:pedition. iV' •• 

Napien, the family of, ii rll. 
Naples, Mr. Gladstone'sstrong charges 
against the govemment or. ii 1IS9: bot
rible condition of the prismu, ii 261; 
examples of tyranny, ii !11M; cue of 
Baron Carlo Poetio, ii _: tn:atment 
oftheprisoncrs, uriS; Poerio'schMac. 
.ter, u 1J66; polit:K:al catechism taught 
in the ~, ii 1I(i6: eacrac:tl from the 
constitution, ii :a68: compariaon with 
Charles I. of EnglaDd and E~ of 
Hanover. ii.69; the'subject. before the 
House of Commons, ii 270; Lord ~ 
menton seuds cupies of Mr. Glad
stODe's pamphlet to all the c:onrts of 
Europe" ii *70: replie; to Mr. Glad
stone's pamphlet, ii 8,:1:; Lord Palm_ 
.ton's treatment of them, ii 271. 

Napoleon, removal of his body &om 
St. Helena, ii of. 

Napoleon, Louis, early career or. i 196. 
attempt! a rising at Strasburg, i 197: 
'n=tires to London, i 198; his literary 
dl"orts, ii.: prepuesfor an expedition. 
ii 4: lands at Bou1ope, ii 5; WlSU(!oo 

c:eaful atlI:mpt at rovolt, ii 5; his..im· 
prisommm.t, ii 5; escapes from Ham, 
ii 138; settles in EnglaDd. ii 13B: 
elected a n:pn:seDtative to the Na~ 
tional AIIembiy, ii 218; elected presi-
dent, ii 830; the ct1fIJ d'I,." ii 1St: 
KinglaJc.e's and Victor Hugo's sum
DW'y of him, ii IS!; a c:om.munication 
addressed. to the National Assembly, 
ii 8S!i1: his acc:ompIic:a in -the Kimrcol 
power, ii 1153; lelection ofminiaenand 
army offioen, ii 153; Ill"l"IlD8'iments to 
print the proclamation, ii IS3: Granier 
de ~'. IUXOUnt of the am:sts, 
ii IS3: arrest and imprisonment of the 
deputies. ii ass: promotion and sup
pI'eIIion of iDsunection, ii 1.55: great 
loa oflire, ii 2s6: proclamarionsto the 
country and the army, ii 256; ..ole for 
the extension of his term and his powa-, 
ii 0'57: distrust of him in this country, 
ii 1'4: his progress through Prance as 
president, ii 314: speech at Bordeaux, 
ii 315: his reception in Paris,. ii 326: is 
proclaimed emperor, ii 311: IJ)eC!Cb. to 
the leRl\te nnd legislative body, ii 3'17; 
his marriage, iii $10; addres:tel a letter 
to Emperor Nicholas, iii 8t; deaireI to 
IP to the Crimea,. iii 99; visits the Q.ueeu I 

NICHOLAS 
at WmdlOf, iii 101; letter to the queen 
ac:Imowledging the kindness of the re
ception, iii 102; mequeen.'11"etUnI ¥isit 
co Paris, iii t03; his difficult position, 
iii 277: attempt on his life by Pianori, 
iii 717: his schemes regarding the 
PrincipaJities and Austria, iii 278; his 
visit to the queen at Osborne, iii :t79; 
attempt on his life by Felice Orsini, iii 
'280; indignation in France against 
England, iii ~th:: despatch of Count 
Walewski conce:ming, iii dr; ill feeling 
of the French towards England, iii fib; 
the matter amicably Sl:ttled, iii ., 
policy of. iv 159; his propoa.l for a 
c:ongreII of nations, i" 159; its recep
tion by the powers, iv ~ 

Napoleon. Prince, his mnrriage. iii 3t2; 
Cobden's opinion of, iii 3'23. 

Napoleonic prestige, the, ii 273-
Nasmyth, inventor of steam-hammer, 
jv 19. 

National Complete SuI&age Union 
formed, i 181. 

National Convention formed, i 28r; 
enormous petition to me House of 
Commons, i 18t; motion by Mr. Dun
combe that the petitioners be haud at 
the bar, i 281: rejected by honse, i 
"L 

National Debt, reduction of interest on. 
ii 60: Mr. GladItoDn pI'O'pOI3ls on. 
iV2:l3-

National Education, aeed 0(, j":rn:: the 
Elementary Education Act introduced, 
iv -t6; establishment of school-boaniB, 
iv 279: the compulsory and conscience 
clauses, iv aBo; statistics of progress, 
iv 280; objectiou to the Code, iv 2Bli 
Mr. Gladstone's education bin for lre
land, iv aSs. 

Navigation laws, instituted, ii 186; suo
easive modificationS of. ii r86; paaing 
of bill to abolish, ii Ia,.. 

Neild, Mr., leaves his fortune to the 
queen, ii 319-

Neill, General, death of, iii :158; Lord 
Canning's description of, iii Z"fOo 

Newcastle, Duke or. his early history, 
i 334; secretary for the colonies, ii 3f7: 
derends himself from charges of indo
lence and indifferenc:e ill the CIDIlduct 
of the war, iii 147. 

Newman, Dr. J. H., his acc:ocmt ofri8e 
of Ttac:tarian movement, i '110; trial 
for IibeUing Achilli, iii 8. 

Newspapen, abolition of a:amp-duty, 
iii 11]1; starting of the p:nny new
paper. iii a31. 

N_ Zealand, dilcovery of, ii 13: for. 
mallyannexed to England, ii 13: diffi~ 
culties with the natives, ii 14; Sir 
GeInge GTey'1 PNJl'ltlsi_ M~, 
ii 14: plan adopted Ibr Us coloniaatioo, 
ii t90; incompetent ,govemora. ii 191: 
affairs put on a bettel fOOliDs by Gov~ 
emor Grey, ii 191. 

Nicholu, Empenlr of Russia. ..tsit to 
this country in 1844, ii 1]0; iii 14: pel" 

sona! appcaraace and nuumer, ii 130: 
attempts to get England rD agree to 
bis plan. concerning Turby, iii 14: 
bit fondneu for dmmatic perfOl1DllllCel 
and familiarity whb actors, iii t6; Icwo 
o( display, iii 16; Uuluscry in ,govcm-
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mg, iii '1: estimate of his character, iii 
17; anecdote related by Dr. Mandt, iii 
18; domestic affection, iii 19: I'tply to 
the Emperor of France's letter. iii": 
effect or the news of the battlc! of the 
Alma GIl, iii 103; his death. iii ISS

Nightingale. FIOlellCCo her birth and 
education, iii lUi her work in the 
Crimea. iii IH: tastimonial fund sub
scribed for, iii lU. 

Nile, discoveries of Captains Speke and 
Grant, and of Mr. Baker, iv 198: dCldh 
o( Captain Spekc, iv 199. 

Nitro-glycerine, explosiOD ot at NCW'o 
cutle. iv ass. 

NOI'bury, Lord, asussinatiOD of'. i ,906. 
Northcotc, Sir SWford. oppo5eS the 
budget of 1861, iv 119; private secre
tary to Mr. Gladstone, iv 119. l~; 
apectations of his success, i ... 12); his 
ancestry ami C&ftIeI', iv 1:13. 

N orth_wcst -passa~ made by Captain 
Madure. iv 2D. 

Not;tincham. riot at. i 8s. 

o. 
Oath in courts o( justice, iii I. 
O·Connen. Daniel, supports the Catho
lic Association, i 26; his mode of ap
pealing to ajury, i 26; his declaration 
ofloyalty to the crown, i 31; n elected 
and re-elected member for Clare, i 36: 
speech on Irish disturbances. i I~; his 
violent laDguage on Earl Grey, i 124: 
described by Haydon the painler, i 
135: the repeal yea:r, ii 123: his great 
influence, ii 223: &,overnment interferes 
and prohibits a meeting, ii 125; the 
meeting prevented by O'ConneU'1i ad· 
vice, ii 125; his influence at an end, ii 
126; iI prosecuted and found guilty, ii 
u6: acquitted on appeal, ii 1170 his 
last apeeclL in parlia.meu.t, ii 128. his 
death and funeral, ii 129. 

O'Connor, Feargu5.arrested, i 262: ieadll!l' 
iD the National Convention, i281; char
actel' of, U 145: shows symptomll of in
sanity, ii 278; winding up of his land 
1iCheme, ii 278; scene in the House of 
Commons, ii 279; committed to prison 
for assault, ii 289; confined in a Iwwic 
asylum, ii 279-

Omar Pacha, iii 21. 
Open.4ir meetinp. attempt to auppres, 
ili6. 

OraDl'e conspiracy to preveDt the acces
sion rl. the PrincesI Victoria to the 
throne. i 183. 

Orangeism, attempt to assassinate the 
queen attributed to, i ]06-

Orator Hupt, a Radical hrumner, i ]; 
impriaanmeDt of, i 5. 
~n among the masses, crowth 
of the telJdency to, ii 3D-

Omni, Felice, iii 280. 
Osborne, Bernal, his aa11ies of wit, tV 166: 
his attack on MI'. Disruli, iv 23a, 

Osborne House, ii 93-
Oudh, annexation of, iii 244. 
Outram, Sir James. iii 257. 
O'f'elelld. Gurney, .. Co., failUJe of. 
iv 235-

Owen, Profe.mr, on the &'Orilla, iv lI4-

INDEX. 

OweD" Robert. his social experiment&. 
i 2S; presented to the qUCCII, i 250-

Oxford School. the, iv 1103-
Oxford Union Society, Mr. Glads.tone's 
ccmnection with. i .... 

Oxford Uni.versity, tendcncyof, towards 
high Toryism. i 43-

Oxford Uoiveaity Commi.jgn report: 

0.£, iii u. 

P. 
Pacifico, DOD, ii 21:1. 

paklngtoD, Sir J olm, colonial secretary, 
ii \lp6; troubles about the transporta
tion of criminals" ii 308: 6nrt. lard of 
the admiralty, iii. 28,. 

Palcstro. battle of, iii 314. 
Palm.e!r, William, case of, iii 234-
PalmmllCD. Vucount, his early career. 
i IBg; is war secretary and foreign 
seaetary. i 31, 6g, 189; ii n6; his SUl)o 

cess in the foreign office, i 190; advo
cates free..t.rRde in com. ii 23: the Don 
Pacifico bwCS&, ii 138: his cbaractel' 

and policy, ii 208; demauds satisfac
tioo from Gl'eeCe of the Don Pacifico 
and other claims .. ii 213: .settiemflllt of 
claims, ii 214; complaints 0( his ll(:tiOD 

in the matter, ii 2.14; briUiant speech 
by Palmerston in defence. ii 21S; 
speeches of Gladstone, Cockburn, and 
Sil' Robert Peel, ii :N7: ~ority fOl' 
gowemm.em. ii 22l'; he approves of the 
c_J Lit'"' ii ::158; remonstrances of 
the queen and government-, ii ::IsS: his 
1'eDloval from the foreign office, ii 2sS: 
his conduct in regard to Mr. Glad
atone's pamphlet on the Neapolitan 
aovemtnePt, ii 270; the subject of his 
dismissal before the house, ii 281; Lord 
John RuaeU'SexplanatiOll, ii 281; Lord 
Pa1mentoo'. explaaation. ii ... ; Mr. 
Roebuck. 011. ii aS5; speech by Mr. 
Diaraeli on, ii ::I8S; Palmerston's deal· 
inp with Sil' Benjamin Hall, ii 286: 
his honor of cruelty, ii 287; his later 
account of the reason of his dismissal, 
ii ::187; is home secretary under Lord 
AbenleaI, ii 317: eIlgel'to take decisive 
DUI2IIurea with Russia. iii 24: his views 
on the situation, iii 28; his SIlCCcsa as 
home seaetary, iii 4::1; his view on a 
national fast for the cholera epidemic; 
iii 420 and on burying dead bodies. 
UDder buildings, ill 44; his resignation, 
iii 45; it iswithdrawn, iii 49: hisspecch 
at It. banquet to Sir Charles Napier, iii 
70; attacked by Mr. Bright, iii 711: his 
reply, iii 7.: fOl1PB a ministry, iii l"SP: 
precarious position of the ministry, iii 
182; his goVernment atta.cked and de.
feated. iii _: appeal to the country. 
iii '204; return of a ~ majority £or 
aovenlmeot, iii 1105: introduces It. Con
spiracy to Murder Bill, iii 284; opposi
tion to the bill, iii 28S, and defeat of 
the govemmeDt, iii 287: resignation, 
iii :as,: again prime minister, iii .; 
he offers the presidentship of the Board 
of Trade to Mr. Cobden, iii 2920 '119]; 
on the natioul dcfenCCl, iii 306; 1Up
port given to his ministry by the Con
senratiu party;, iv :19; his letter to 
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King Leopold ()D the Dano-German 
war, iv 167; his personal habits, iv 167: 
his failing health and death, iv 181;' 
anecdote of, iv r81. 

Pandies, origin of name, iii 241. 
Panmure, Lord, war secn:tary. iii 151; 
his antecedents and personal appear-. 
anee, iii 15L 

Papcr-d.uty, reduction of, i 18g; agitn_ 
bon for the repeal of, iv 26; the bill 
passes the CammollS, but is tbrmm 
out by the Lords" iv 27; conffict be
tween the hoUM:!l, iv 28; appointment 
of a selcct aommittee to inquire into
precc:dents, iv 28: its report. iv 28: Ie

solutions passed in Commons concern
ing, iv 29; II. propositiou. for remission. 
of dut.y passed, tV 30. 

Papineau, Louis Joseph. i U3-
Parliament houses burned. i 159-
Parliament, opening of sessioo 1830, i 
6S; dissolution of, in 1834, i 130-: the· 
new parliament o( 1835 with a Liberal 
majority, i 1]2; the opposition choose 
th~ speaker, i 131; preparalioDS for the 
electiona to the queen's first, i 218;. 
small Liberal m~ority returned. i 220; 
opened by the queen, i 220: dissolution 
of, in 1841, i 31:1; election in 1i4I,large 
Conse~tive majority, i 313; meeting 
or. i 329; opened by the queen, i 330:
opeDiDg of, in 1852, ii 211: discussion 
on the kitchen ammgements, ii 217;' 
meeting of, in December, 18,54, iii 138. 
the government attacked (or its con
duct of the war, iii 139: Lord John. 
Ruuell replies, iii 140;' dissolved in 
1859. iii '1191; Liberal majority in the 
new parliamen.t, iii 291: session of 1866 
opened by the quccn, iv 209. See 
Gmnwl Eke&.. 

Parliamentary Oaths, bill introduced 
.by Lord L}'I!.dhurst, iii 12-

Parliamentary Reform. early attempts 
at, il: effect of French Revolution on.. 
i 1»; JI1'OpoSCd much of Manchestet .. 
workmen to petition for, i 2; organizing 
societies to promote, i 3; efforts of 
Lord John RusseU, i 17,- 10; of Mar
quis of Blandford IIll1d Lord Althorp, i 
)8; of Lord lhougham, i 66: Earl Grey's 
ministry successful, i 90; COWIty fran
chise bill lost, iv 173; Mr. Gladstone 
on, iv t74; referred to in royal speech 
of1866, iv 210;. bill introduced, ivstO, 
'13; Mr. Gladstone's spccclI, iv 21'4; 
Mr. Lowe's opposition to the bill, iv 
inS: speeches by Mr. Bright and Sir
E. Bulwer Lytton, iv 2.1.6: demonstm· 
UOlIS thI'Oughout the country, iv 217;' 
speech of Mr. Gladlitone at Liverpool, 
IV 217: ~11'. Bright's Ietler, iv S17: Mr. 
Lowe's speech against the bill, iv 218: 
Mr. Gladstone's reply, iv 219: oanow 
majority for govemment, IV 221; bill 
for redistribution of seats, iv 1I111; de
feat and re!ignll.rion ortbe ministry, iv 
U2; angry demonstrations over the 
country, iv 223; bill ofl867 introduced 
by Mr. DiJJacli. iv .. 6: its provisions, 
iv n8; opposition of the Liberal party 
to the bill, iv .229: Mr. Hodgkinson's 
propoul, iv 231; redistribution of seats, 
iv 231: Bcmal Osborne. Lowe, and 
Lord Cnnbor:ne on Mr. Disrae1i u4 
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the biD, jv :liP: the bill in the House 
of Lords. jv 233; Lord John RUllcU's 
view of lhe position, iv 233: the bill 
finally passed. iv :ilJ4. 

Passports, abolition of, iv 200. 

Patagonian mi5sionaries, story or. ii ,,,. 
Patronage (Scotland) Bill introduced, 
jv 295: Mr. Gladstone's objections to it, 
1V295· 

Paul (Sir John Dean), Strahan, o.nd 
Bates, trial or; for fraudulent appro
priation of tnut money, iii 232-

Paxton, Sir Joseph, ii 234; hi& design 
(or the Crystal Palace, ii 234; it is 
adopted, ii 237. 

Peabody, Gemge, his generous girt, iv 
Z21~ letter from the queen, iv 118; his 
additional siCt:s. iv JaS; bis death, iv 
laS j object to which his gifts were 
applied, iv 128. 

Peard, Colonel, Garibaldi's English
man, iv 74-

'reel. Sir Robert, his ClU'ly career, i 18; 
is home accretary. i 30: charac:tc" o£, 
i 68; opposes the dislr.nchiscment of 
close boroughs, i 78 j is chancellor of 
exchequer, i 98 j iuues Tamworth 
Manifesto, i 130; his ministry defeated. 
i 133; the Duke of Wellington on his 
truthfulness, i 136; his speech on Irish 
Church, i 143; he resigns office, i 145: 
Conservative banquet to, i 200: his 
speech on acce.iOD of Queen Victoria, 
i 211; his electicm address (or the 
queen'. first parliament" i u8: his 
policy of opposition to govemment, i 
231: forma a ministry, i 231: requires 
the dismw.aJ. of some of the ladies of 
the royal household, i 2]2; opposes the 
reduction of sugar duties, j 309: his 
speech on the com-laW!, i 310:. carries 
a vote against the ministry, i 311: his 
speech on 'M\Dt of confidence vote, i 
313; his proposalr; for modifyinC the 
tax on grain, U I!iH his remarks on high 
duties being Unproductive, ii 35: on 
the income-tax, ii 36: murder of his 
secretary, U 38: angry encounter be
tween him and Cobden, ii 39: on·free.
trude, ii 51: hiscppoaition to hisgovem
ment, ii 6]: the personal attacks o( Mr. 
DisraeU on, ii 14: declines the Garter 
offered by the queen, ii 91; resigns, 
but apin auumes office, ii 93. 94 i 
announces his change of views dn 
the com-laws, ii 95: his budget, ii 
96: arguments against protection apd 
defence against the charge of incon_ 
sistency. ii 91: is enthUliutica1ly 
praised by Mr. Bright, ii 102: he pr0-

poses to challenge Mr. Disrae1i, ii 106; 
his defeat on the Irish Pf'Otcction of 
lifo And property bUl, ii loB: announCCl 
his intention to resign, ii 108: Disraeli's 
estimate of, ii lOP: anecdotes of, ii 113; 
ACts ot patronage by, ii 114: his last 
speech in the house, ii 138: his last 
wordl on public busineu, i.i "": is 
thrown from his hone, ii IIU: his death. 
ii ••• : moumina: for him over the 
country. ii 213; hll funemJ, ii 21t,f.: 
Thomna Carlyle OIl, ii 11114. 

I'ecl, Sir Robert" made a lord of the 
. adminJty, iii I", 

INDEX. 

Peel, Sir William, death of, UI 270: 
Lord Canning's opinion of. iii 270. 

Pegu. annention ot, iii 197. 
Pelissier, General,commands lhe French 
army in the Crimea, iii 1]5: his ante
cedents. iii 1]6, 14 

Pnm), MlJltUiIu beg'UD, 1832, i 11#0 
Periodical Literature, inc:reue of, i 187. 
Persia. war with, iii 191; wicide of 
Major-general Stalker and Commo
dore Ether:sey, iii 205. 

Peterloo Massatr'C, the.. i So 
Philosophical Radicalism, i ny" 311: 
ii 13. 

PhrEoilr Park assassinations, iv 359. 
Photognphy, iotroduction of, i 21 •. 
Pillory abolished, the, i 97. 
Pitt, William, opposes par1iameDtary 
reform, i I. . 

PlinuoU, Mr., his ell"orts on behalf o( 
seamen, iv 31)6: scene in the house, iv 
,,-, : agovemment measure introduced, 
iv]01. 

Poet-laureate, appointment 0(, ii 206. 
Pobnd, insuJlCction in. i 92: RuaiaD 
tynnnyin, iv 153; debate on, in House 
ot Commons, iv 154: conduct of Prus
sia, iv J 54: great meeting at the Guild
baIl, iv 154: insurTeCti.on in. headed by 
Langiewic:z. iv 154: semonstrances of 
England, France, and Austria, iv 15-4: 
Gortschakofl"'s reply, iv .55: attitude 
of Austria, iv ISS. 

Police force, OrguW:a.ti01l of, i SJ. 
Political parties, change in views of. i 

19B, 25.; ii 64. 
Ptllit;eod R,gidtr", Cobbett's, i 100. 

Polytechnic in London, iv 9. 
Poor-law, the new, i 160: evils ot the 
old sysb!m. i 160, 164: passing of the 
bill, i 161, 163; hardshipl under the 
new, i 16a, 163: deczeue of poor-rate 
wtder. i 163; proposal by Mr. Disraeli 
to modify. ii 188: supported by Glad
stone and opposed by Peel, ii 18g: 
working of lhe poor-Iaw, iv 1141. 

Poor-law Association, Carlyle on, ii 288. 
Pilpe Pius IX.. Mr. Gladstone on, ii 
141: began his career as a mOmler, ii 
147: is driven from Rome. ii 141, 152. 

Population, statistics of, iv 331. 
Postal system, great need for a cheap, 

. i 234; Charles Knight's description of 
the old, i 235; Mr. Palmer's improve
ments, i 1136: Rowland Hill advocates 
a penny postage, i 239; proposal (or an 
inquiry into lhe plan opposed. by COV
ernment, i ... 0: the plan adopted, i 
S<fO: its enormous development, i 241. 

Poat-offic:e, diminution of revenue from, 
aAerthointrocluctionofpennypostqe, 
ii 36: complaints c:onceming opening 
of letters in the, ii 13. 

Potato crop, failUM of, ii 85. 
POWeNoom. inventor of lhe, i 115. 
Press proaecutions (or political offences, 
i 40. 

Prince Imperial, death ot the, iv J15. 
Princeu Royal, betrothal of, iii .,8: 
dowry and pension of, iii 878; her 
marriage, iii 180. 

Principalitiea, disposal of the, iii 194-
Prize-ficht between Tom. SlIyers and 
Heenan, iv 5. 

Progreu. meaniD&' of, i 134; nilway 
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progress, i 335: of literature and art, 
i 335. 

Property qualification. abolition of, iv 
37· 

Prosperity o( the country, ii 60: before 
the Crimean war, iii I: improvement 
in lhe condition of the working-cluses, 
iii 2; signJ of, in 186e, iv I. 

Protectiooists, {onn an oppotlition to 
Peel', government. ii 63: lheir dismay 
at Sir Robert Peel's free-trade budget, 
ii 1}8; led by Lord George Bentiock. 
ii 99. 

Prussia, death of King ot, iv 41: war 
with Austria, iv 2)6; acquires pre
do.tninance in Germany, iv 238: war 
wilh France. ivalb. 

Public Schools, commission 0{ inquiry 
on, i. 169. 

Public Worship RegulatiotfBiU passed, 
iv296; its small effec:ts, iV29~ 

P-uz, beginning of, ii IS; influence of 
Hood's" Song of the Shirt," ii 15. 

Punjaub anocxed to Briw India. iii 

' ... 
Pusey. Dr .• joins Trac:tarian movement, 
i Ill: his oppositioo to Professor jow
ett, iv 206. 

Puseyi.sm, i 28 ... 

Q. 
Quakers. advocate (reedom for the 
negro, i 14& 

R. 
Radnor, Lord, mend ot Cobbett, i IC»: 

recommends Cobbett to the cleeton, 
i 10]. 

Ragged School movement, iii 212. 

Raglan. Lord, mast",-general o( the 
ordnance, ii 320; at the battle of the 
Alma, iii 95: death of, iii 136, 167. 

Railway accidents, iv 187: on the 
Shrewsbury and Q,ester line ill 1865. 
iv 18,: at Abergel.e in 1868. iv 188: 
CoL Rich's seport, iv 188. 

Railway companies, embamwments 
of, iv 138. 

Railways, development of, i 233, 272: 
beginning o( excursion trains, i 8f2; 
the mania of x8.tS-se. ii 179: dispute 
concerning the broad aDd narrow 
gauges, ii 181; &reat increase of, in 
the years precedinl the Crimean war, 
iii I; inaease o( railways and public 
works, iv ]; statistics of railways, iv ,,,. 

Rangoon, taking O{, iii 1910 
Ratuzi succeeds Cavour as minister, 
iv 83: attempts to repeat Cavour's 
policy. iv 83,86. 

Rebecc:aites, lhe, ii 121: joined by lhe 
Chartists, ii 18a: arievan«s removed, 
iiull. 

Recreation (or the people. iii 217. 
Redistribution of seats, bills for, j .. nl, 
"90 8 31• 

Redpath fmua, the, iii -,36-
Refonn, a&"itation (or parliamentary. 
ii]02: iii 289; Mr. Bri.ht·s outlines of 
a bill, iii 1189; Mr. Disraeli iDtrocluc:es 
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tnl1, iii 28g: Mr. Bright's objections to~ iii 147: repon of I:Ommittee, iii 177; 
it. iii 290: Lord John Ruuell's amend moves a vote of reprehension on the 
menl, iii :ago: Mr. Gladstone supports cabinet, iii 178; rejected by Sheffield 
the govcmmcnt. iii 290: the oratory of electors, iv :a66. 
Sir Edward Bulwer Lytton and Sir Romilly, Sir Samuel, i 17. 
Hugh Cairns, iii 291; Lord Palmerston .Rosse, Lord, his glUt telescope. ii J75. 
on the position of the government, Royal British Bank," failure of. iii 233-
iii 291; defeat of the government. iii RDjlaI eIMrl". wreck of the. jv 56-
291. Royal Institution. lectures CD science 

Reform. Bill of 18]a. provisions of the, at, iv g. 
i 72; list of places wholly 01' partly to Ruffini. fate of, ii L 
be disfnmc:hised by it, i 77: opposition Runnymede Letters, ii 63. 6S. 
of the clergy to. i 78; second reading Russell, Lord John, his education and 
carried, i 78; government defeated ill early efforts on reform. i 17: introduces 
committee, i 78; parliament dissolved, first refono bill, i 70: his popularity, 
ii 19; new parliament, i 83; the bill i 79: on the defeat of the Peel ministry, 
passed in House of Commons, i 83: 1134: on the EstablishedChurcb, i 136; 
thn1wn out by House of Lords, i 84; on the Irish Church, i 137: is charged 
excitement and riots in the country, with incoll5isteney, i 138; becomes 
i B4: proposal to refuse to pay t;u:es home sccrctary, i 167; his election 
till the bill was Passed, i 88; the king address for the qUKll'S first parIia-
declines to create new peers 10 pass ment. i lIlB; on Philosopbical Radical-
the bill, i 88: the ministry resign, i 88, ism, i 3U: opposes Peel'ssliding.scale, 
but arc rcc:alled, i go: the bill rcecivcs ii:l1; is unable 10 form a ministry, ii 
the royal assent, i 90; fcars entertained 93: reasons for voting against the Pro-
oftheconsequencesofitspl§ing,iI99. tcction of Life Bill, ii us: forms a 

Reform BilloflB52, inttoduc:ed by Lord minisay, ii 116: carries a sugar-duties 
John Russell, ii 28g; its provisions, bill, ii u6: introduces a J'd"onn bill, 
ii 289; received lukcwarm.ly, ii 28g. ii 28g; militia bill, ii 291; resigns office, 

Reform Bill of 1854, iii SO; withdraWD, ii 295; is foreign secretary, ii 317; his 
iii 51. reform. bill of IBS40 iU SO; it is with· 

Reform Bill of lB6o, int:roduced by Lord dr..wn, iii 51; his resignation, iii 52; 
John Russell, iv 37; lukewarmly re- he urges the prime minister to:remove 
ceivcd, and withdrawn, iv sa. the Duke of Newcastle and appoint 

Reform. Bill of 1866 introduced, iV:l13: Lord Palmenton, iii 137: again raigns 
its fate, iv 2:12. office, iii 14J; is colonial secretary, iii 

Reform Bill of 1867 introduced by Mr. 155; sent 10 Vienna, iii 157: complaints 
Disraeli, iv 226. of his conduct in the Vienna ncgotla-

Reform. League, the, iv 223; its connec· tions, iii 180: again rcsjgns, iii I8t; is 
tion with the Hydep;uX Riots, iv 223- denounced by Disraeli, iii 18t: moves 

Reformed parliament. work in, i uB: amendment on Disraeli's :reform bill, 
diary of Edward Baines, i u9- iii 290; amendment carried, iii 291; 

Registmtion Act pused, i 177. again foreign secret,ary, iii 292; on 
Regium Donum, motion on the, iv 26.t-; church-ratert, iv. 16; introduces a re-
compensation for withdrawal of, iv 268. form bill, iv 37, and withdraws it, iv 

Religious activity from. 1830-18]4, i no. 38: his despatch OD. the acaon of the 
Restaurants, spread of, iv 10. Sardinian a:ovemment. iv h; gratitude 
Revolutions in 1848, effect of, CD this of Cavour and Garibaldi, and other 
country', ii 142. ItalilLl\l, iv B3: forms a ministry aCtu 

Rhanee of Jhansi takes part in the Palmcnton'l death, iv 18a; his ret 
Mutiny, iii t68. form. bill of 1866, i., 210, 213: resigns 

Rice, SpriDa:, in Lord Melbourne's office, iv :an; his view of the reform 
ministry, i 121; chancd10r of the ex- bill or 1867, iv 233; :retires from public 
chequer. i 180: n:duoes the duty on life, iv 235. 
ncwspapcnl and on paper, j 1St;. Ruaell, Lord William, murder of, i 3Q6. 

Richmond, lurrender of, iv 142. Russell, W. H., deacribes the battle of 
Rinderpest, appearance of, iv 2. Inkerman, iii 112. 
Riots and incendiarism, ii 120. RUS/Iia, her demands on Turkey, iii 22; , 
Ripon, Lord, president of Board of they are refused, iii s3; the Russians 
Trade, i 31B. take possession of Moldavia and Wal· 

Ritualism, result of, iv 12; riots in S1. iachia, iii 23: the Vienna note, iii 23: 
Gcora:e's-in·the-East, ¥,ndon, iv 17; hcrallea:ed policy, iv 310: decllU'Clwu 
in the Church of England, iv 289; Mr. against Turkey, iv 310. Sec Crinu4H 
Oladstone on, iv 293; a royal commi.s- War. 
sian appointed, i., 294-

Roberts, General Sir Frederick, iv 314. 
Roebuck, John Arthur, birth and early 
career, i "5; coters parliament of 
1832, i 107; UDlC,\ted at Bath, i 220; 
advocates the cause of Canada. i n.t; 
his quarrel with Mr. Coppock, ii ]01; 
on dan&er from French invasion, ii 
308; moves (or a committee of iDquiry 
into the conduct of the Crimeau war, iii 
141, 14]; carried b]t a Jarac ~orily. 

s. 
Sadleir, John, M.P., embealements and 
forgeries of, iii 232. 

Sadowa, battle of, iv 236. 
Sale, Gentlal Sir Robcr1:, marches,from 

Cabul to JeUalabad, ii B; relieTed by 
General Pollock, ii 11. 

Sale of Beer Act, ii 295. 
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Salisbury, Lord, secretary for foreisn 
affain. i,v 312; attends Berlin Congress, 
iv 312. 

Salomons, Sir David, prosecution of, 
iv 37. 

Sanitary maUers, increased attcotion to, 
i IB7; ii lB, 178, 18I; iii 2. 

San Juan, island of, iv ss... 
SchlC-!;wig - Holstein. war. See DIIl
",lIrk. 

Schneider riftc, the, iii 326-
Sci~ntifi.c p:rogress. iv 19. 
Scinde, annexation 0(, ii 13. 
Scott, John. See Ela-. . 
Scott, Sir Walter, his political views 
and treatment at Jedburgh, i 106; his 
death, i 106. 

Sebastopol, strength of, iii 105; invest· 
m~nt of, and attack on, iii I06; block· 
ing of the harbour, iii 106. 

Secessions to the Church of Rome, 
iv 203. 

Secret Societies, English genius not 
favourable to, ii 145; sketch by Mr. 
Disr..eli of initiation into a trades'· 
union, ii 146; inc::reased since Chartist 
days, ii 147. 

Secular Education, advance of, i 49. 
Secularists, organization of the party, 
iii 7. 

Semmes, Captain, commander of the 
SHlIf/n" and A14Oama, iv 13S, 136. 

Sewing'machine, introduction of, iv 19. 
ShaCtesbury, Earl of, devoted to the 
amelior..tion of the condition of the 
labouring poor, ii 204; succeeds in 
stopping delivery of letters on Sun· 
day, ii 205; the practice resumed, ii 
205; his interest in the Ragged School 
movement, iii 212-

Sheffield. inundation of,. iv 186. 
Sherbrooke, Lord. Sec LOU/I. 

Shipka Pass, the, iv 3JO-

Shuttleworth, Sir J. K., i 267_ 
Sikhs, drinking habits of the, ii 161. 

·SimpiOn, General" takes command of 
t"he army in the Crimea, iii 136, 168. 

Six Acts, the, i 6. 
Slavery, proposed abolition of, i 22; be
sinnina: of agitation, iSS; renewed 
attempt, i I46; statistics of, i 146; 
evidcoce before committee of House 
of Commons, i 146; liber..uoll of 
slaves by Quakers, i 14B; government 
object to sudden emancipatiora, i 148; 
insurrection in Jamaica, i 149; excite
ment in Great Britain, i 149; motion 
for abolition lost, i 149 J meetings on 
the subject, i 149: account by Sir 
George Stephen of one, i ISO: Mr. 
Gladstone rebuts the chatge of auelty 
on his father's estate, i ISO: govern. 
ment scheme of abolition, i 152; ap· 
prenticeship proposed, i 152; Hamet 
Martineau on, i 152: opposition to the 
apprenticeship scheme, i· IS3: the 
a:ovemmcnt scheme of emancipation 
passed, i 154; joy of the ncpoes. i 1$4; 
Thomu Carlyle on the results of aboli· 
tion, i I54: the apprenticeship ended 
and emancipation completed, i 156; 
the efforts to .top the slave-trade in
crease the sufferings of thll: negroes, 
i 156: Lord- Brougham's attempts to 
mitigate these, i 157: motion in the 
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. House of Commons. i 1$7: Mr. GJad. 
atone's speech, i '157: the motion re
jected. i 1$7: government proposal to 
auspeud the constitution of Jamaica 
fails, i IsS: a modified proposal intro
duced and auried, i IsS: further ar
rangements (or putting down the slave· 
trade, i lS8; treaty between France 
and EDgiand to suppress s1aYeoCrade. 
i 19a. 

Smith, Albert. iv 9. 
Smith of Deanstau, Mr .• his proposal 
on improving the condition of lrcIand, 
ii 119. 

Smith. Rev. Sydney, i 95. 186. 
Smith. Mr. Vemon, president 0[1 the 

Board of ConLroI. iii 15$. 
Social improvements, i 54-
Social scietu:e. ioCl'CllM!d attcDtioa to, 
ii 18. 

SQcicty for the DiJliWcm ot Useful 
Knowledge, i 49. 

Society for Im.pro-ting the DwlliDp of 
the Indwtrial Ouses, iii uS. 

Solferino, battle of; iii 31$. 
Somerville, Mrs.. ii 176. 
Sault, Manbal, at the coronation of 
Queen Victoria, i 230: on the French 
alliance with Englaod, i 2JO. 

South Kensington Museum., the Veraon 
and Tamer collection removed to, iii 
325: establishment of, IV :zao. 

Sayer, Alexis. his ..news on I:riah 
cookery, ii 141: organiacs the culinary 
services in the Crimea. iii %]0-

Spanish marriages and Louis Philippe, 
ii 133-

Spasmodic: school of poetic romance and 
pbiJosophy, ii 2OIf. 

Special Correspondcnta at the seat of 
war, iii 120, 

Speke, death of Captain, iv r9I). 

Spencer, Earl. LoJd'Ueutcnanl: of Ire
land, iv 1i16,. 

Spinning-jenny, the first,. i 2'15-
Spiritualism, introduction of. iY 18: 

Faraday on. iv 19. 
Spurgeon, Mr. C. H., iv u. 
Stanfeld, Mr., iv 2'l2. 

Stanhope, Lady HlISter, her abilitY and 
ItnUIge career, i 11173. 

Stanley, of Aldcrley, president: of Board 
ofTra.de, iii 15$. 

Stanley, Dean, iv :J04. 
Stanley, Lord, chief sctTetary for Ire
.laD.d, i 6r): .resigns, i nl3' dccliocs to 
join Peel'l mioisuy,i 131. ii 94: speech 
on the Irish Church, i 1411: is cclcni$1 
lectetafy, i 318; opposcI repeal of the 
c:cm-laws. ii 911; becomes Earl of Derby, 
0297: the "Rupert of Debate," iii ]Ot. 

Stanley, Lord, sectetary fer the colonies 
in his fathul ministry, ill 287. 

Sw of India, the order of the" iv 43. 
Statute Law, consolidation of the, iy 168: 
Lord Wcatbury's 100boulII, iy 168. 

Steam·hammer, invention ct, i 27%: iv 19-
Steam marine, development of, i 271, 
234: ill 327: iv ao. 

Steel, making of, iv 19. 
Stephens, James. Fenian head-cantre, 
tv 1150-

Stephens, ReT. J. R., i 11$3: his 'lliolent 
IPecch at Chartist mcetin&" i 160. 

Stephenson, Robert, workl c:onItnl.ctod 
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by, i'<'3: their c:cmmercial lUCCCSS,iv 3: 
death o~ iv 3-

SL Jean d'Aae, siege or, i,go. 
St. Leonardi, Lord. lmd.c:hanceUor, 
ii :196. 

Stoclunar, Baren, seat by King Leopold 
as adviser and ~tary to the queen, 
i 11117; esteem in whlch he was hcld, 
i 218; dissar.isl.action cf opponents with 
his position, i '18: his value in the 
queen's household, i ]Os. 

Stowe, Mrs. Harriet Beecher, publishes 
UncI. Tml Cum, ii 301: iv!la. 

Stralhbogie cue, the, ii 166-
Strikes among the W01'king -claua, 
iv 303. 

Strong drinks, deaeasiDg \UCI of, i 188. 
St. SteCauo. treaty or, iv 31:J. 
Subic:ription to Church atticlea.-iv'd. 
Suu Canal, the,. iv 316-
Sugar duties, proposal of Peel's govern· 
ment to modify, ii 66; ameodmeot of 
Mt. Miles carried, ii 67; govenmu:nt 
threaten to reaign unless the vote be 
reversed, ii 67: the vote reversed, ii 68: 
further reduction of duties, ii 6r); Mr. 
Milru:r·Gibson GO, ii 11: Gladstone 
and Macaulay on, ii 7111: the govern. 
ment proposal carried, ii 73. 

SugdeD,. Sir Edwud. Sec SI . .u-
""". 

Sumter, Fo~ takea by the Con· 
federates, iv 100, no. 

Sooday Beer Bill, ill a6, 
Suo.da.) trading, bill for the suppresaion 
of, Ui :lU; riotous demonstta.W:ms 
againat the bill. iii !mil; it is. with
drawn, iii U4; petitions for inquiry 
into alleged outrages by the police, 
iii H4; rioto.. proceedings. iii .. : 
Lord Palmcrston aod Lord Brougham 
mobbed, iii us-

Suney Zoological Gardens. iv 10. 

Suttee aboli5bed in India, iii 243. 
Sveaborg, bombardment of, iii I8+
SwiA:, Dean, his scheme (Qt disposing 
of cbik:lreu, i ::53-

Syria, outbreak and massacres in, iv 6]., 
64: generous conduct of Abd-cl.Kad.et, 
iv 65; Lotd Dufl'erin'. account of the 
tceDe at Deir-eJ..KamaJ., iv 65; inter· 
ference of Fram:e and England. and 
puraishment of the Icaders. i.,. 65. 

T. 
Tahiti, differences about, ii 13J. 
Talw forti, stormed by the allies. iv 61. 
Tamwonh Manifesto, the, i IJO. 
Tea-100m Party, the, iv lllJO> '31. 
Telegraph, increase of, previous to the 

Crimean war, iii t. 
Telegraph Cable, laying of the fiBt aDd 
ICCOnd Atlantic, iii ]IIC). 

Temperance movement, ita beginnings, 
iv 149: fotDlBtioo of societies, iv 149: 
merges into the Total Abstinence 
movement, iT 1$0: the .. Pa.isley 
Youths .. and the Tradeston Society in 
Glasgow, iv ISO; orpniJation at PfO. 
ton, iv ISO: progn::ss ofth. movement, 
iv ISO> fonn.tion of the National Tem· 
pcmnce League and of the United King. 
dom Alliance, iv ISO l the Penniuive 

TURNER 
BilI introduced, iv lSI, IS'; operations 
of the Alliance, iv 151; meeting of 
clergymen at Manchester, iv 1St; pro. 
visions of the bill, iv 15111; Mr. Bright', 
counter plan, iv 152-

Tennyson, Alfred, appointed poet..Lw
reate, ii :ao6; family 0' ii IO'!; on the 
uup d'IW, ii :174-

Thackeray, Wm. M.,poem on the! <heat 
Exhibition. ii 118]: May Day Odo. 
ii 243: on the IIlOb polir:ical. ii 387; 
publication of E6HUJtU1, ii ]01; hi. 
death, iv 1915; his literary cluuuter, 
iv 196; Dickeoa' obituary notice. of, 
iv 196. 

Thames, purification of the, iii 2:28. 
Thames Embankment, the, iv 3. 
Thames Tunnel. the, ii 115-
Theology, cha.oge in populat, 0 301. 
Thien, M., forma a ministry, ii 2; hia 
warlike attitude, ii 3; his professioUi 
distrusted, ii 6; teSigoation, ii 6-

Thom, .. Sir William Court:cnay," de. 
Iu.ion or, i :141; his prcteotions and 
their result, i 247. 

Thomsao, Sir William, his early career, 
iii 3'9; studies and. improvCQlC..Q.ts in 
electrical science, iii 329: the success 
of the Atlantic. telegraph cable due to, 
iii 330-

Thuggi.sm. prohibited, iii 243. 
Ticket-of·leayc system, iii 238. 
Tithe reot-clwge. plan for extinction of, 
in In::land, iv •• 

Toll-gates, destruction of, in Wales" 
ii IU. 

Tory party, remodelling of the, i 131. 
Toryism and ConaentatimI, Distaeli CD, 
iI]O. 

Total Abstinence. See Tem~ 
Mt1W1tUtI.t. 

Tower of London, fire at, i 330-
Tracwian movement, the, i 110. 2B4: 
is joined by Dr. P~ i Ill. 

Trades.union, Mr. Disraeli's sketch of 
initiation into a, ii 146-

Trades-unions. n::vival of. i 161; activity 
of, in 1834, i 1M; large mass meeting of, 
at Copenhagen Jliclds, i 161: alarm. in 
London, i 162; petition the ~ 
ment, i 163; outrages COIlDected with, 
iv 123; action of, i ... 239; p-eal. de
mollltration in London, iv 239; Mr. 
Leicester's oratory, iv 1139; effects of 
their operation, iv ZfO; outrageS at 
Sheffield and other towns, iv 241. ad
dresses to workin&: • men by Lord. 
BroUl'bam. and Mt. Thomas Hughes, 
iv 241; a commission of inquiry ap
pointed, iv 242; evidence of witnesses, 
iv 242: the miscreant Broadhead, iv 
24'; Trades-urubn Act passed, iv a8a. 

T..anlpoftatioD. abolition of, iii 11]7. 
Transvaal, the" iv 314, 
Tn::lawney, Sir John, his church·rate 
bill, iv I]. 

Tl'ellt case, the, iv 116-
Truck system, Disraeli's description. of 
a scene in a tommy-shop, ii 15-

Turkey, affairs in, iv 3og; Mr. Glad· 
stone'l Jla¥1phlet on lJ~ H __ 
1'l?rI', iv 310: war with Ruuia. iv 310. 

Turner, the artist, iii 3; bequeathl his 
collection to the natioa. iii ]; buried in 
SL Paul' .. iii 4-
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u. 
Ulster .. Custom,. the. p. 259. ~s
United Kingdom. AlliaDo; iv 150-
United States" difficulties with Britain, 
iii -93> 195; com'lllelloement of the 
civil war in. iv 88; feeling in England, 
iv 89; secession of a DUmber of states 
and Jefferson Davisclected their pn:si.
dent, jv Sq: Mr. LiDcoln's declaration 
ofthepurposeoftbcWlll', iv89: opinion 
in the Nonhem States on slavery, iy 
90: attitude of South Carolina in 18.48, 
iv go; the Democratic and Republican 
parties. i"go; a memorial from English 
ladies on lhe subject of slavery, iv go; 
resentful reply. iv 90; the Fugitive 
Slave Bill. iv 91: LiDcoln's fugitive 
slave proclamation. iv 91; establish
ment of tho colony of Liberia. iv 91: 
the slave population in the United 
States, iv 9.; anti-slavery societies, iv 
92: crudtics practised on the slaves, iv 
92; Mrs. Stowe's U.cle Ttmt's CahUJ" 
iv 92: career of John Brown, iv 92; 
Afkansas and Missisaippi join !he con
federation, iv 99; Fort Sumter talu:n 
by the Confederates, iv '00, uo; Ple
sident Lincoln c:alls for 75.000 men, iv 
100, no; e:ueer of Jdfuson Davis. iv 
100; character and c:areer of .Abraham 
Lincoln, iv 101: his perso:mtl appear
allce,.iv 102; dilfen:noe of opinion in 
England with Rgard to the war, iv 
102; speech by Mr. Bright on the 
United States, iv 103: altitude of sus
picion between England and the Fed
eral government, iv 105; the Southern 
States aclmowledged as a belligueDt 
power by the British covemment, iv 
106, llt; strict neutrality proclaimed 
betwl:eD the Federal aDd Confederate 
States, iv 106, IU: the eJl:tradition 
questiou, iT 106; ill fedillg between 
Britain and the United States, iv 108; 
the Morrill TarifI' Bill, iv 108; the 
TillUS on the prohibitorytarilf, iv UI!iI; 
sympathy in BritaiQ fo"nhe North, iv 
no; Jdferson Davis itlUes letters of 
marque, iv 110; calls for l500ooovolun
teen, iv no; blockade of tbe Soutbern 
peru, jv no; the border sian: states 
sympathize with the South, iv no: the 
Federal government resent the recog
nition of the South, iv IU; French de
sire to aid the South, iv 112; a second 
call for men. by the North. iv 112; 
early successes of the ConfederatC5, iv 
U2, US: Cassius M. Clay's letter on 
the objC1:ts of the war and the right of 
secu.sion, iv 112: battle pf Bull Run, 
iv JlS: Captain Wilkes of the S_ 
,aa·ntq hoards the n"mt IUld de
mands the surrender of the Confeder
ate commwionus, iv u6; the commis
sioners forcibly carried off, iv 116; 
excitement in England, iv n6: action 
of the British government, iv u6: Mr. 
Seward's answer, iv 117; Captain 
Wilkes commended for hu conduct, iv 
1J7; the ambassador in Washington 
inltructed to leave unlea satisfaction 
were givm, iv n7; troopS despatched 
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to Canada, iv u8: the Federal goftrD

ment agree to deiiva' up the Con:fedm<.. 
ate commissioners" iv 118; action of 
the European powers on the matter, 
iv 118: Mr. Lincoln's opinion. W 118; 
fittinC out of bIockade-numers, iv 134; 
building of ships of war in Britain for 
tbe South, iv 135; remcmstraDCle £rum 
the Federal government, iv IlS; dam
age done by privateers, iv 135; dtc 
SHItIUr destroyed by a nonhero war 
steamer, iv 135; the Flurida, iv 13S; 
builc:li.Dg of the ~,iv 135: the 
British govemm.CDt decline 10 interfere, 
and it is shipped offlO _, iv 136; her 
depredations, and destruction by the 
X,tanIU"p, iv 136; difticulty of pre
venting the building of privateers in 
Britain, iv 136; the Confederate r.uns, 
iv 137:"5pCeCb byMl'. Gladstoneon the 
war, iv J37, 139; opinions of Bright 
and Cobden, iv 137; effect of the war 
in England, iv 139: proclamation free
ing the slaves, iv 140: m4nifeuo by 
Jefferson Davisrecommendiog thcc:ul
tivalion of food instead of cotton, iv 
141; successes of the Federals, iv l41i 
successes of the Confederates, iv l.p; 
the M~ and MIllliI4r armour 
vessels, iv 141; repeated dcfeafS of the 
Federals, iv 1.p; General Grant takes 
Vicksburg. iv 143; General Sherman's 
successes. iv 142; General Gram ap
pointed to command the forces, iv 14:1; 
re-election of Mr. Lincoln, iv 142; all 
the Confederntc portS taken by the 
North. iv 14:1:; capitulation.. of Peters
burg and RichmoPd, iv 14:1:: end of the 
waJ',iv 14:a:]df"el'SOD navis imprisoned, 
iv 14'1; humanity and generosity of 
the North, iv 142; assassination of 
President Lincoln, iv 143; attempt on 
Mr. Seward's life, iv J43; cost of the 
WIlr, iv 144; appearance of Richmond 
aftC!' the s11I'reI1der, iv 144. 

University Tests Bill passed, iv :l:8:a. 

v. 
Vaccination Act puscd, iii nS. 
Vane, Charles S«ewart.. See L~ 
4rry. 

Vatican De<ncs, Mr. Gladstone on the. 
iv 298. 
V'~tipl qf tIu N4hwal HistDry qf 
Crmhu., publication of, ii 176-

VetoI.-:.w, the, ii 166-
Victor Emmanuel, succeeds to the 
thl'One of Piedmont, ii 153: his quali
fications, ii 153-

Victoria. Queen, hirth and emly life 
and training, i 181, d, 2U; anecdote 
of her education in economy, i xBIlI; 
alleged c:onspiruy to prevent her SUI> 
cession, i 183; receives information of 
the death of William. IV., i '108: her 
fin.t privy counci.l, i 209; her pl'Ociama
tion, i :1:10 i scntiment throughout the 
country, i :110; is advised by Lofd. 
Melbourne, i 1lI14; suspicion of being 
controlled by the Whigs, i :1:15: her 
first speech in parliament, i 220: coro
nation, i :a3O; procession and banquet 
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on Lord Mayor's Day, i a.t6; gre:at 
elI:pCCtations of radical reformers &om. 
ba- accession, i 249: creeda of political 
parties at this time, i _St:; attempts on 
her life, i 272; her relations, i :I9:a; her 
IUIU1lCSS to Ihc throne 6n.t made 
.known to hct', i :193; consulted by KiDg 
LcopoId as to a marriage with Prince 
Albert. i :ag6; the marriage decided 
upon, i 1197; enthusiastic reception of 
the announcement by the parliament 
and the country, i 298: remarks on the 
question of precedence, i )03; her mar
riage, i 304; changes in her household 
caused by change of ministry. i 31S; 
her "isit with the prince consort to 
Germany, Belgium, and France, ii 92: 
encoUnlgCS native manufactures. ii 123: 
her visit to Louil> Philippe. ii !:alr. vmt 
of Emperor of Russia to, ij 1]0; her 
visit to Ireland, ii 185; the queen and 
most of the royal family attacked by 
measles, iii 39; receives a visit from 
the French cmpcl'Or and empreS5, iii 
101; her retum visit to Paris. iii 103; 
visits CherJ)ourg, iii 279; her 1Iisit to 
Coburg, iv 46; letter to King Leopold 
on the twenty-first anniversary of her 
maniage, iv 49; her grief and seclusion 
on the death of Prince Albert, iv 56; 
opens session of 1866, iv 209. 

Victoria.Australia, discovery of gold in, 
ii :101. 

Victoria N'Yanza, dis.co'Iay of, iv llIO. 

Vienna Conference, iii IS8;.Iai1ure at 
iii 160; debates on, wl68. 

Villafnmca, T:uty of, iii 3x6-
Villiers, Mr., pnlp0se5 the aboliliml of 
the ta.Jr: on com, ii :13: the motion.Jose, 
ii 33. 

Volunteer movement, proposals for the 
formation of 'Wluntccr regiments, iii 
224: growth of, iii 324; iv 43; code 
drawn up by Prince Albert, iii 325. 

Volunteer review in Hyde P:u-k, iv «; 
first meeting of N arional Rifle Asso
ciarion. at Wimbledon; iv 4S: review of 
the Scottish voJunteezs at Holyrood in 
1860" iv 4-5; the queen's account of, iv 
46. 

w. 
Walcley. Mr., ed110r of the LfUICd, 
iii :I:I~. 

Wales, Prince or. his birth and educa
tion. iii 324. 330; his popularity, iii 
324; at Edinburgh and OJd'urd, iii 32S; 
Marlborough House prepared for him, 
iii 325: visit to Canada and the United 
States, iv 42, 47; his visit to Ireland, 
iv 2S7: his serious illneu, iv 283; 
Charles Sumne~1 description of, iv 47; 
letter from President Buchanan to the 
Queen, and. her reply, iv..a: betrothal 
of, iv 144: his mamage, iv 14S; Ten~ 
nyson's ode of welcomt, iv 14S. 

Wallachia. See Pr'illcipal;U~z. 
Walpole, Mr., home secretary, ii .; 

iii 287: iv:l2.S· 
Warburton, Henry, a philosophical 
Radical, i 3U. 

Ward, F. 0., labours Cor sanitary im
pnI"ement, iii 2. 
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Water supply, of London, iv 4, 187; of 
Glasgow', iv 50 

Waterloo Bridge mystery, the, iii 236. 
Wellington, Duke of, his adminilltra~ 

lion, i 30, 60, 65: resignation of his 
ministry, i 66; 1neaking of his win· 
dows, i 8). no: avowal of his political 
conduct, i U9: undertakes to conduct 
the government till Peel's return, i 
J2g: foreign secreta1'y. i 130; in Peel's 
ministry without office, i 318; renewed 
popularity of, i 2tO: at the coronlltion 
of the queen, i 230; his correspondence, 
ii 318; his simple personal habits, ii 
318; his death. ii 317; lyiog in state, 
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ii po; the funeral, ii 331; military 
funeral services held at Madrid, Ber
lin, and Vienna, ii 322. 

Wesleyan Methodist Association, foun
ded 1834, i no. 

Westbury, Lord, ii 317: iv 168. 207. .... ,.., 
W,,'mituin'Rwiew. the, i loS. 
Wheeler, Sir Hugh, iii 352. 
White Conduit House, the, i 98. 
WilberfoJCe. William, i ISS. 156-
William IV., i 57. 181. 
William of Denmark. Prince, iv 145. 
Williams, Sir W. F., of Kart, iii 187. 
Wilson, Prof. John, iii 10. 

WOLSELEY 
W'unblcdon, til1ll mectillg or the Na

tional Rille Association at. iv 4S. 
Wisemu, Cardinal, ii 111-11+ 
Wolseley, Sir Gamet, iv 305-
Wood, Sir C., ii 311: iii IS" 
Wonhworth, William, ii 163, 14 

Y. 
Yeh .. Governor, iii 199, 211. 
Young EDgiand party, i 263. 

z. 
Zulu war, the, iv 314. 

INDEX FOR CONTINUATION, Vol. IV. pp. 327-422. 
Aberdeen, E:lrlor, iv 391. 
Agricultural Holdings Bill, iv 361, 378. 
Alien Act, the, iv 351. 
Arabi Pasha, iv 360; captured, 362. 
Arch, Mr., iv 391. 
Argyll, Duke of, iv 340, ]96. 
Arrears Bilt. the, iv 345, 353, 351. 
Australian Contingent. arri:val of. iv 377. 
Ava armexed. iv 3B9-

Baker Pasha, iv s6t:. 3~ 
Balfour, Hon. Mr. Anhur. iv 328, '408. 

, Berber captured by n:beJs. iv 375. 
Bismarck, Prince, iv 361. 
Boycotting, iv ]'t8, 355. 356, 410. 
Bright, Mr., iv 3430 352, 36,.. 
Burke. Mr. T. H., iv 349-
Butt, Mr. laaac, jv 33'. 

Campbel1.BunermaJJ, Mr., iv 391. 
Carey, James, murdered. iv 365. 
CaYaldish, Lord Frederick, iv 349. 
Chamberlain, Mr. Joseph, iv 340" 345, 

395. 406. 41 3, 
Childers, Mr •• iv 364, 388. 391. 
Churchill, Lord Randolph. iv 327. 364, 
394, 4OJI, 405. 

Coercion Bills, iv 331, 351. 
Collings, Mr. Jesse, iv ]90, 391. 
Cowper, Lord, iv 344. 399, 409. 
Crimes Bill, iv 408. 
Crofters' Bill, iv 396. 407. 
Croke. Archbishop, iv 33B. 

Davitt, Mr. M., iv 331, 336, 364, 4n. 
Dillon, Mr. Jolm, iv 331, 333. 336, 354. 

4004, 408, 411. 
Disestablishment. motions on, iv ]96. 
Distress Amendment Act, iv 419. 
Dllttnwl, cxploaion on board the, iv 329-
Duft'erin, Earl or, iv 360. 

Egan, Mr., iv 336. 
Egypt, atrain in, iv 359: Al'Ilbi's re. 
bellion, 360: hit defeat and capture, 
3M: intumction of the Mahdi, 367; 
Gordon in KhartOm, 371, 375. 
Expl~vu Bill passed, iv 366. 

.. Fair Trade,- cry for, Iv 367. 
Field, Mr" attack on. iv ]58. 
Fitlgerald, Mr. Justice, iv 338. 
Forster, Mr. W. E., iv 331, 342. 34~348. 
.. Fourth Party," the, iv 3il8. 
~chile Bill, introduced by Mr. Glad· 

atone, iv 318: its provisions, 379; 0ppo

sition to, )81: finaUy passed, 3s... 

Gladstone, Mr., on the condition of 
Ireland, iv 331; at the Guildhall, 3]8: 
approaches Home Rule. 342: answers 
Mr. Dillon. 354: his retrospectofEgypo 
tian afi'ain, 3M: on Egypt and the 
Soudan, 373: introduces FranchiBC Bill, 
378; his Redistribution Bill, ]84: re
signation of his ministry, 385: again 
prime-minister, 386: on the Liberal 
policy, 386: his views on Home Rule, 
388: his cabinet. 39%: Irish Govern· 
ment and Laud Purchase Bills, 397. 
399: is dereated and n:signs. 401; his 
pamphlet on the Irish que&tion, 403. 

Gordon, Major-general, iv 370: his mis· 
sion to KhartOm, 3700 374; his arrival 
there, 371: his death. 316. 

Goschen, Mr.,_ iv 352, 391, 41lo 
Greece and Turkey, iv 392. 
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Hicka-Beach, Sir Michael, iv..oa. 
Hicks Pasha destroyed, iv 368. 
Home Rule, iv 3t9, 339, 342. 
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Jubilee or Her Majesty. iv 406. 

KhartOm captured, iv 3t6-
Kilmainham Treaty, the, iv 345-

Labouchere, Mr., iv 396. 411. 
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Land Act. iv 330, 332, J4O. 
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Liberal Unionists, iv 399. 406. 
Licensing Acte, iv 421. 
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Mallmtrasna murder!, the, iv 358. 
~1.C1:abe. Archbishop, iv 338. 
Mahdi or (nlse prophet, iv 360, 367. 
MlUldeville, Mr .• lv 4U. 41L 

Matthews, Mr. H., jv 402. 

Merchandise Marks Acts, iv 407. 
Metropolitan Board, London, IV 420. 
Mitchelstown, affray at, iv 411, 
Morley, Mr. John, iv 3S,. 391. 
Mundella, Mr •• iv 391. 

National Debt Conversion Act, iV' 419-

National League, iv 390, 410. 
Northcote, Sir Stafford, iv 352, 371. 

O'Brien, Mr. W., iv 331, J64, 411. 
O'Kelly, Mr .• iv 336. 
O'Shea, Captain, iv 345. 
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"Pamelli.sm and Crime," iv 414-
Phcellix Park murders, iv 349. J65. 
Pigott, Richard, iv 417. 
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Protection of Children 4\ct, iv 421. 

Railways Regulation Act, iv 4200 
Redistribution Bill, iv 384, 386. 
Redmond, Mr. John E., iv J4.4, 357. 
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Smyth, Mr. P. T., iv J.4i1. 
Soudan, see Emt, ClMhhnu. 
SpeDcer, Earl, iv. 349> 3604, ]91. 

Td·ei.Kebir, battle or, iv 3M, 
Tenant right. iv 338. 
TiNf" on the Irith leaden, i't' 41). 
Trade, depressioD in. jv 392: riots in 

London, 393. 
Traffic Bill, iv 396, 407. 
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Wilson, Sir Charles, iv 371, 376. 
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THE POPULAR ENCYCLOPEDIA. 
NEW ISSUE, REVISED. 

A GENERAL DICTIONARY OF ARTS, SCIENCES, LITERATURE, 

BIOGRAPHY, AND HISTORY. 

EDITED BY 

CHARLES ANNANDALE, M.A., LL.D., 
Editor of Ogilvie's" Imperial Dictionary of the English l.a:Pguage." 
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The POPULAR ENCYCLOPEDIA is a perfect library in itself, superseding, practically, the 
necessity of having recourse to a large number of books on different topics, and furnishing 
at moderate cost, a complete body of infonnation on all subjects. 

In its survey of human knowledge it will compare in point of fulness of detail with the 
best works of its size, while in its clear concise style, and in its avoidance of technir.alities, 
the needs of the general reader have been constantly consulted. 

It I ... Univenal Gazetteer. 
It i ... Universal Hi.tory. 
It i. a Biographical Dh:tlonary. 
It la a Commercial Dictionary. 
It i. a Dictionary of Political Theoriel and Pacta. 
It Is .. Dictionary of tho Science •• 

It i. a Dictionary of Philo.ophy. 
It I. a Dictionary of Theology. 
It i. a Dictionary of the Fine Art •• 
It i. .. Dictionary of the Practical Arts and 

Handicrafts. 
It ia a Dictionary of General Information. 

This work bas bet4 aptly called a Conversations· Lexicon, since in it a man bas tbe clue 
to all topics of interest and conversation in all professions, trades, and walks of life, and is 
enabled by i~ to equip himself to playa many-sided and intelligent part in the world. 

It is A BOOK FOR THE HOUSEHOLD, being of value and interest to all its members, 
old and young alike. It is in itself a liberal education, and, indeed, the best POPULAR 
EDUCATOR, and it will be found of the highest service to tbe younger members of families 
in the prosecution of their studies, and especially in the preparation of their ~ritten exercises 

It abounds wi_tb pictorial illustrations, many printed in colours, which extend to above 
200 pages of Engravings, including over 2000 separate figures. In addition, there is a series 
of coloured Maps, forming a valuable ac<;ompaniment tQ the geographi<;al and historical. 
articles. 
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NEW EDITION-REVISED AND GREATLY AUGMENTED. 

OGILVIE'S IMPERIAL DICTIONARY 
OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE. 

A COMPLETE ENCYCLOPEDIC LEXICON. 
LITERARY. ETYMOLOGICAL, SCIENTIFIC, TECHNOLOGICAL, AND PRONOUNCING. 

By JOHN OGILVIE, LL.D. 
NEW EDITION. CAREFULLY REVISED AND GREATLY AUGMENTED. 

EDITED BY 

CHARLES ANNANDALE. M.A., LL.D. 

ILLUSTRATED BY ABOVE THREE THOUSAND ENGRAVINGS ON WOOD. 

To lit lO11lpldld ;" Eig!&lma DitrisioIU, diff pap ltnItYI, 1115.1, «ZeA.' (11' ;n Four PoIltfI#; 

imperial 8vo, dfllll. all/5s. meA. 

The reception accorded by the press and the public to this new edition of the 
lMPERIAL DICTIONARY has been such as to show that the care and labour bestowed upon 
It hU'e met with due recognition, and to prove that it will continue fully to maintain its 
established position as a standard lexicon of the English language, and as a work of the 
highest utility for the purposes of general reference and everyday requirement. 

The four volumes of the new °edition comprise a total of 3000 pages, each consisting 
of three columns closely printed in a clear and distinct manner. The nUMber of words 
now contained in the work is estimated at not less than 130,000. 

Of modern terms belonging to science, technology, and the arts, a very complete 
collection will be found in this work. The number of such words introduced in recent times, 
and L.OW continually ·to be met with in periodical and general literature,. is so great that 
a dictionary explaining such terms is indispensable. 

As an Encyclopedic Dictionary the IMPERIAL combines the advantages of an ordinary 
dictionary with those of an encyclopedia. And as there are many objects and terms 
of 1Vbich no adequate description or definition can be given by mere words, this dictionary 
does not rely upon verbal description alone, the definitions being supplemented by upwards 
of 3000 accurate and beautiful wood engravings. 

OPINIONS OF THB PRBSS. 

"So far 1.1 vocabulary and treatment ant concerned. 
we Ihould not wish for anything better than tbe Dew 
o Imperial' Few, ezccpt spccialists, are likely to come 
aCl"Oll lemu Dot to be found here: and the definitions are 
accurate and inb!llli,pblc, developina: into detailed cxplana. 
tiona where necessary. The etymology ia dear and concise, 
and the iIIuJtrationa are copious, appropriate. and wdJ. 
IDXccutcd."-Ti ... , 

" Beyond all question the fullest and mOlt faithfuil'CCQrd 
in cxi~lencc of the Englillh I.nguago in ill present Itago of 
devdopmenL The Imperial Dictionary in iu revised fonn 

• will at any rate serve! the reqWrcm.ents ofthe pracnt ICDCf'o 
atiou,"-TM Snlnlr_ 

"In every particular this new ediUOD of Dr, O",1vie'l 
work ia a gr-cat advance UpOD tbe old one. The cncyclopedic 
method or treatment which has been adopted will be found 
of the greatest service. affording as it docs to the reader the 
advanta.a:e of the onlinary dictioolUY combined with those 
of the eDcyclopedia. Scientific and technical terms are 
fuDy represented."_..4t.v-.... 

.. A monument of patience, industry, flncl aood work. 
From bcgi.noinK to end it bas received d~ U,DlC thorough 

·aDd conscientioul care; it is copious. it is tnlltworlby, it is 
beautifully illustrated, and it is admirably printed. II will 
be for many yc.n the most hia:hly vaJucd of English die
tiODari .. n-S.,.PfiIq Rm-. 
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To be completed in 14 Parts. super~rgya1 8vo, at 2.1. each; OT in 4 divisions, stiff paper cover, at 7s. each, 
forming one handsome volume; or in 4 divisions, cloth, at gs. each. 

The Household Physician: 
A FAMILY GUInE TO THE PRESERVATION OF HEALTH AND TO THE DOMESTIC TR.EATMENT OP 

AILMENTS AND DISEASE. By J. M'GIlEGOR.RoBERTSON, M.B., eM. (Hon.). With an Introc1uction 
by Professor M 'KENDRICK, M.D., LLD., F .... S., Glasgow University. Illustrated by about 400 figures 
in the text, and a series of 19 Engraved Plates, many c,r them printed in colours. 

This work is written in the simplest possible hmguage. ad includes full information on the conditions of health, and 
on the ordinary means, as regards food. clothing, exCLcise, &c., by which health may be maintained in the infant as well 
as in the full-grown person. 

The book treats of the human body in health, and' the various changes produced by diseaSe. On Hygiene, or the 
COIIditions of health as regards food, drink. clothing, exercise. &'c., lUId the rules to be observed for the promotion of health. 
both of individuals and communities. An explanation of the naiurc and mode of action of drugs and other remedial agents. 
On methods of dealing with Accidents and Emergencies, and on various ailments requiring surgical treatment. Also a 
chapter on Sidt-nmsing, and an Appendix containing zecipes for Invalid Cookery and medical Prescriptions. 

In 1:4 parts, so.per-royal 8vo, 21. each; or I: large vol cloth, 301. 

The Comprehensive English Dictionary, 
EXPLANATORY, PRONOUNCING, AND ETYMOLOGICAL. By JOHN OGILVIE, LL.D., Editor of the 
J",jtria/ Dktiolla",. The Pronunciation adapted to the best modern usage, by RICHARD CULL, F.S.A. 
Illustrated by above 800 Engravings on wood, and a Series of Engraved Plates. 

This Diction8.ry' contains all English words in pre~nt use, n=erous phrases, many foreign words used by English 
writers, and the more important TeclmicaI and Scientific Terms. It is hued on Webster, the Imperi.al Dictionary, and 
other authoritieL 

"II _Jlt'YMtliN.t /",. 'III h stz~, witlu!wl tlfty nurw, tAal tItis is imt,Nu~/y 1M hzt Dietitmnry (),f th E"glnll 
~P: qJ iu siu 0'''' S(~, tittJt Iuu,.,t a~""". tzIId ~Y despws tQ !Jet:()1rUf till stmwtJrd/aIHI/y allUl scluHJl
rDDM lI()(IR tluTttt:/unlt till ItUfrdtmi, 4Nl Uu nw-at-luuul trmI.JatUrm q/ 1M duk tUId li~ Wk, "-Nonconformist. 

In ZI parts, imperial8vo, at 21. each; or 1 divisions, stiff paper covers, at 6s. each; also in 
6 half-volumes, cloth ex.tra, at 9-1'. 6tJ. each. 

The Popular History of England, 
CIVIL, MILITARY, AND RELIGIOUS. From the Earliest Times to the close of the year 1885. By 
CHARLES MACFARLANE, author of "The Pictorial History of England," &c.; and THOMAS ARCHER, 

F.R.H.S., author of uFifty Years of Social and Political Progress," &c. Illustrated by numerous 
Designs, Authentic Portraits, Costumes, Maps, &c. 

THB POPULAR HISTORV OJ' ENGLAND justifies its title by the succinct, yet sufficiently ample and highly interesting 
manner in which the subjeetl are treated, by its moderate price, and extensive series of pictorial illustrations. These last 
comprise representations of important events from pictures by eminent artists. groups of portraits of lovereigns, statesmen, 
warriors, philosophers, and philanthropists, the modes of dress at various periods, and several useful maps. When completed 
th; work will form three large handsome volumes, whieh for a:eneraJ. attractiveness, copiousue$S of illustration. and moderate . 
price, will compare favourably with any History of England hitherto published. 

In 14 parts, super--royal8vo, at 21. each .. or 7 divisions at 41. each; also 2 vols. at 173. each. 

The World as it Is: 
A Popular Account of the Countries and Peoples of the Earth. By GEO. G. CHISHOLM, M.A., Editor 
and Translator of II Switzerland: Its Scenery and Its People." Profusely illustrated by over 300 
Engravings, and .. series of Maps and Plates printed in colours. 

nus work naturaUy dividel itself into three sections. The./irst contains all that belongs to the description of the world 
as a whole, and not specially to any of its divisions. The.mnut deal, with ,he descriptive and politi-cal geography of the 
world. These two sectioDi are illustrated by numerous diagTams. views of interesting localities, and groups of the 
inbabitanlS, intenperaed through the text 50 plentifully that one is to be met with at almost every other opening of the 
book. The tIIinllleCtion is composed of a list of about 10,000 geographical names, wh05C pronWlciation is shown by 
beiq re-written according to an euily understood plan. A copious Inda will be added, whereby aU th. information 
contained in the book will be:: made readily accessible. 
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In 18 parts, super-royal 4to. at 2.r. each; in 6 divisions at 6.r. each; and also in :I volumes, large 4to. 
eleganlly bound in cloth, gilt edges, price 2¥. each. 

The Natural History of Animals 
(CLASS MAMMALIA-ANIMALS WHICH SUCKLE THEIR. YOUNG), In Word and Picture. By 
CARL VOGT, Professor of Natural History, Geneva, and FRIEDRICH SPECHT, Stuttgart. Translated 
and Edited by GEO. G. CHISHOLM'. M.A., B.Se. Illustrated by above 300 fine Engravings on wood. 

This account or the auimals comprised in the eta.. Mammalia bas a decidedly popular character-nat through lack 
of scientific value, but becaUIC the author presents the facts in an attractive (onn, IUld studies to smooth the path oC those 
who can give only their leilure boon to learning the results of .cientific research. The author's style is above all things 
dear, simple, and ~ and where occasion den. lively and animated. 

The artist hall pomayed in the most spirited IIUUlIICI' the uimals as they appear in the varied cin:wnstanees of raJ 
life, in quest of their prey. caressing their YOUDg ones, or sporting with their fellows. The epgravinp have been ueaatcd 
in the most carerul and .li..niahcd manner, under Mr. Specht's own directio.u. 

In 8 divisions at 81. each; or 23 parts at 21. 64. each; also z vols. cloth extra, gilt edges, price 39 •. each. 

Pictures· and Royal Portraits, 
.ILLUSTRATIVB OF ENGLISH AND . SCOTTISH H1STOB.Y, from the IntToduction of Christianity to the 
Present Time. This Work will comprise a Series of 69 Magnificent Plates engraved on steel in the 
most finished manner, With descriptive Historical Sketches, by THOMAS ARCHER. Printed on fine 
medium quarto paper, forming:l elegant volumes, cloth ez.tra, gilt edges, with richly ornamented. boards. 

.. Pictures and Royal Portraits" will present a series of line engravings of historical designs, beautifully uecuted 
in Itcel, and produced in a new and Ilttractive style. which imparts to them the appearance of highly.finished dJawinp 
in sepia. The acries will includo faithful rcprodueUou of important paintings by some of the most eminent historic:al 
painters of the present century. 

In Z4 parts, demy 410. at 23. each; or in 6 volumes, artistically bound in cloth extra, 
with olivine edges, at 11$. fJ. 

The Works of Shakspeare, 
Revised from the best Authorities; with a Memoir and Essay on his Genius by BRYAN W. PROCTER. 
(Barry Cornwall), Annotations and Introductory Remarks on the Plays by Distinguished Writers, and 
numerous Illustrative Engravings &om Designs by KENNY MEADOWS and T. H. NICHOLSON. 

The moat dilItinctive, as wen as tho ~ost attractive feature of this editiOll. of the Worlts of Shakspearc consists in the 
pictorial illustrations with which it is 80 copiously enriched. These arc upwards of 7SO in Ilumber, and bring most vividly 
before the reader lhe lCeIles and incidents occurring in the different plays. 

By far the peater number arc by the well·known artist KIINNY MBADOWI, and so important are these illustrations 
tha.t the edition or which they farm a part has been appropriately named. the KeJUq M~ S~.,.. 

Each play is accompanied by an original introductiOll., and explana.tory notes from the pent of various writers dis
tinpished for their critical acumen and their wide knowledge and high appreciation of Sbaltspeare's writings. Altogelher 
th.i.r; work wiD be found not unworthy or him who "was not of aD age, but for all time.· 

In 17 parts, extra deroy Svo. at 2.1'. each; or S volumes, cloth elegant, gilt edges, at St. 6J. each. 

NEW PICTORIAL EDITION. 

The Works of Robert Burns, 
With a series of Authentic Pictorial Illustrations. Marginal Glossary, numerous Notes, and Appendixes
Also the life of Bwm by J. G. LoCKHART. and Essays 00 the Genius, Cbaracter. and Writings of 
Burns. by THOMAS CARLYLE and PROFESSOR. WILSON. Edited by CHAIlLBS ANNANDALB, M.A., LL.D., 
editor of the U Imperial Dictlonary.1I &.c. 

In this editiOD of Bums hiI writings are presented in n.o sections, the one containing the poetry, the other the prnse. 
Mal1Pnal explanations of Scottish wordl accompany cadl pieco that ftQuU-es lOch aid. cu.bliq anyo.oo at a glance co 
Ilpprehend the meaniDK of even the mOl& difficult puIIlJU. . 

Tho Pictorial IUUltnl.tionl, which consist or FiftY"'oix bea.utiful LandlCRpeI and Portraits, enrraved on lteelm the mOlt 
.finished manuel" fonn a very distinctive feature of this edition. The Landscape!! embr.lee th.e priocipal acenel identified 
wich the Life and Writinp of the Poet, and are from pictures paiuted by D. O. HILL, R.S.A. 

Altogether in ut) OIIlCll" editioo is 10 much light thro.u (rom all points ofoftc. UpoD BurDI the poet and Bums the maD, 

&lId it may chvefonl be uld to be completed in the bul RIlH of tho word. 
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In 18 parts, demy Bvo, 21. eal!h; also in 6 vols., cloth elegant, 73. 6d. each. or with gilt edges, 
Sr. 6.1. each. 

The Casquet of Literature: 

5 

A SBLECTION IN POETR.Y AND PROSE from the works of the most admired Authors. Edited, with 
Biographical and Literary Notes, by CHARLES GIBBON, Author of "Robin Gray, JJ "For Lack of Gold," 
&c. illustrated with Numerous Engravings, exquisitely executed on steel. 

The CAsQtJBT amtaiDs mOll: thau. a THOUSAND SELECTIONS from the works 01 upwards of FlVa ,HUNDRED 
AUTHORS, accompanied by about Four Hun~ Biographical and Literary Notes. Whilst the chief aim is to afford 
cbarac:terUtic spec:i..au::ps of the writings of .modem Poets. Novelists, and Esayists. e:JI:tlaCts IlR given also from the works 
of earl,. and classical authOl$. 

In 14 parts. 2.1. each; or 4 vals., super-royal Svo, cloth elegant, St. 6d. each. 

The Cabinet of Irish Literature. 
A Selection from the Works of the chief' Poets, Orators, and Prose Writers of Ireland. Edited, with 
biographical sketches and literary notices, by CHAlU.BS A. READ. P.R-B.S., author of "Tales and 
Stories of Irish Life," II Stories from the Ancient Classics, II &c. Illustrated by a series of 32 admirable 
Portraits in mesochrome, specially prepared for this work. 

The Publishers aim in this Work to supply a stan4ard work in which the genius, the fire, the pathos, the humour, and 
the e10quence of Irish Liter:Uwe are adequately represented. The spccimeos &elected, which are uranged chronologicaUy 
&om the earliest to the pre&eDt ~ will both present .. historical view of Irish Literature, and enable the reader to judge 
of the individual ayle and particular merit of each anthor, while to those not critically disposed the infinite variety presented 
in this c:onvenient collective form. will afford both instruc:tiou and amusement. 

In 12 parts, demy Svo, as. each; and 4 half-vols., cloth elegant, 71. 64. each; or gilt edges, 
at Sr. 6.1. each. 

The Poets and Poetry of Scotland: 
FJtOM THE EARLIEST TO TKK PRESENT TUIE. Comprising Characteristic Selections from the 
works of the more Noteworthy Scottish Poets, with Biographical and Critical Notices. By JAMES 

GRANT WILSON. Illustrated by Portraits. 

In the preparation of this Work the first object hAl been to presenl. not a collection of the baJlads or songs, or the 
writings of the poets of any particular district of the country, but .. CODlprehensi'le view of the poetry of Scotland ill 
all iu forms from the earliest to the present time. Besides original contributions and poems by living authors, the Work 
will contain poems. hitherto unpublished, by ROBDT BORNS, WILLIAM TBNNANT. Mrs. GRANT or Laggau, ]AIIBS 
HySLOP, HBNRY ScoTT RIDDBLL, JOHN LEYDEN, W.LLlAII MILLU, and others. 

The lllu.stratiOllll will consiat ofTwcnty.{our life-like Portraits, engraved on I5teel in the most finished manner. 

In IS parts. :II. each; or two handsome vols., super-roya1Svo, cloth, 361. 

The ' Works of the Ettrick Shepherd, 
IN POETRY AND PROSE. Centenary Edition. With .. Biographical Memoir by the Rev. 
THOMAS THOMSON. IIlustnt.ted by Forty.four fine Engravings on steel, from Original Drawings by 
D. O. Hill. L5.A., Ie. Ha1sewelle, A.LS.A., W. Small, and J. Lawson. 

Hon's Works comprise Taitt ;11 p"", iUUlItrative oj Border history and superstitions. They comprise lilcewisr 
Poems of (rUl imaginative pa_ and descriptive beal\ty: Ballads fuD of humour aDd touches of tender pathos: and Soap 
whic:h. besides bein& univeruJly popular when first made public, are ,till cherished u amoni the finest productions of our 
DatiYCI lyric muse • 

.. Cwt.irU,. _ -v' _ m:qpuI ..,.. M 1M MI.? ... ., B.,. /~ .. '"'""'" ,. " ....- ;" 1M SIlM4 
6rwaIA. .. -Prai. . 
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To be completed in four half-volumes, soper.roya18vo, at 12.1. 6t1. each; or in 
twelve parts at 31. 6d. each. 

The Steam. Engine: 
A TREATISE ON STEAK ENGINIS AND BOILERS. Comprising the Principles and Practice of the 
Co\nbustion of Fuel, the Economical Generation of Steam, the Construction of Steam Boilers; and the 
Principles, Construction, and Performance of Steam Engines-Stationary, Portable, Locomotive, and 
Marine, exemplified in Engines and BoUers of Recent Date. By DANIEL KINNEAR CLARK, 
M.rn.t.C.B., M.I.N.E.: Author of II Railway Machinery;" "A Manual of Rules, Tables, and Data for 
Mechanical Engineers;" &c. &c. IUustrated by above 1300 Figures in the Te,x.t, and a Series of 
Folding Plates drawn to Scale. 

This work provides a comprehensive, accurate, and'clearly written tezt-boolt, fully abreast of all the recent developmentl 
in the principles and practice of the Steam Engine. 

Written in full view of the creat advances of modern times, it ezpounds the principles and describes the practice 
exemplified in the COD5tru~ and asc of Steam Engines aDd Boilers, hi all their varieties. " 

In 13 parts, super-royal 8vo, 21. 6d. each; or one handsome volume, cloth, 3SS. 

The Gardener's Assistant, 
Practical and Scientific; a Guide to the Fonnation and Management of Kitchen, Fruit, and Flower 
Gardens. and the Cultivation and Management of Vegetables, Fruits, and Flowers. With select 
Descriptive Lists of the. best varieties in each department, and a Copious Calendar of Garden Opera,. 
tions. By ROBERT THOMPSON. New Edition, revised and largely extended by eminent practical 
gardeners, under the editorial care of THOMAS MooRE" I'.L.S., Curator of the Chelsea Botanic Gardens, 
Co-Editor of the Gardeners CAronidt, &c. &c. Illustrated by above 400 Figures printed in the text. 
by 12 beautifully col~red and 18 plain Plates • 

.. TM fwd 600It _ ~ irMtieal luwtiCllihnY ill 1M Enzlil" !upap. TIInY u _ tUlI/Jt aitnll 1,,"."
Gardener's Chronicle. 

•• TIM !Jut HM tf ils lUnd, IUIIl 1M MIly tIw~y ~jnM-s;W 'rDOrk aaapUtl ,,-'Iy /tw 1M gartkMw. "" 
pIItl"".. _at",,.., tIIId tJu __ IlIAD v ~ u.;t_tlrodw:titm ., • ... tter 0/ Inf,(#. "-Gardener's MagaQnc. 

In 20 parts, zs. each; or 5 divisions, royai4to, Ss. eachj or one vol., cloth, gilt edges, 42$. 

Suggestions In Design; 
A comprehensive series of Original Sketches in varioa Styles of Ornament, arranged. for application in 
the Decorative and Constructive Arts, comprising 10:2 plates, containing more than 1100 distinct and 
separate Usuggestions," by JOHN LEIGHTON. F.S.A. To which is added descriptive and historical 
letterpress, with above 200 explanatory engravings, by JAMES KELLAWAY COLLING, F.R.I.B.A. 

These suggestions are throughout niritlal, designed in the spirit, and with the proper art reeling or the wnOIlJ Ityles 
to which they severally belong, and arc the accumulated rcsult of long aDd arduous studies. cxlcodin& OYer many yean 
of invatiption and Ihought. 

This work will be round to be emincndy IUi.tcd to the wants or nearly every one who has occasioll ror decoration in 
whatever rorm ;-to the worker in leone, wood, metal, ivory, gu. and lcather.-to the house-painler, decoracor, &c:.. &c. 

In 20 parts, super·royal 4tO, at. each. 

The Carpenter and Joiner's Assistant. 
By JAMES NEWLANDS, Borough Engineer of Liverpool. NtrtJ and Improvtd Edili",," Being a Compre
hensive Treatise on the selection. preparation, and strength of Materials, and the mechanical principles 
of Framing, with their applications in Carpentry, Joinery, and Hand Railing; also, a complete treatise 
on Lines; and an Illustrated Glossary of Terms used in Architecture and Building. Illustrated by 
above One Hl1ndred Engmved Plates, containing above Nine Hundred. Figures; and above Seven 
Hundred Geometric, Constructive, and Descriptive Figures interspersed throughout the text 

.. w, .o-w tf lUI trw.Nu 1M C-;'Ir7.ml 7#U1n;1 at4u-A: .at nil IIPJ''OtIdIu tItU u. -"t. . . • w, IIrwvV 
.rp _1""ti,fIl IIftdUl""CZ Is rJu.; • .",;I IIIHiJI iI. "-Mechanic's Mquino. 
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In 12 parts, small4lo sizeJo.price 2.1. each; or 4 volumes, cloth elegant, gilt edges, 91. each. 

Our Sovereign Lady Queen Victoria: 
HER LIFE AND JUBILEE. By THOMAS AR.CHER, F.R.H.S., Author of U Pictures and Royal 
portraits;n U Fifty Years of Social and Political Progress;» &c. Illustrated by & series of 18 highly
finisbed Etchings. 

It is bdieftd that (Gr' the multitudes of men and WOIDeD who regard the Queen with a scDtUneDt that may be spoken 
of as that of penonal regard and aB'ectioD. DO Dt(ft fitting memorial can be provided than a complete and worthy Life of 
our ~ Lad,- .. Life· such as that which is here announced. The narrative presents a biographical rather than 
a hiaorical record: a record. faithful. iDtcrating, and weU illustrated. of the Royal Family and of the Queen II!! Sovereip 
Lady rather than as 80vefeign Ruler. 

Tbe ILLUST1lA'rtOlfS amsist of a series of twenty-eight higbly-fuUshed etchings, including portraits of Her Majesty, 
Ihe late Prince Consort. uul an the mem.ben of' their Family; also ICCIlCS and eveuts in which the Queen has peBODally 
...... put. 

• 
In JS parts, super-royal8vo, 21. each; or 4 vols., cloth elegant. burnisbed edges, 91. 64. each; 

NE W EDITION. CDOJiaoud '" r8fJO. 

Gladstone and His Contemporaries: 
Sixty Years of Social and Political Progress. By THOMAS ARCHER, F.LK.S., Author of "Pictures 
and Royal Portraits," &c. lliustrated by a series of 34 authentic and beautifully executed Portraits. 

Fourth Edition. Large Svo (1000 pp.), cloth, 16s., or half-morocco, 201. 

A Manual of Rules, Tables, and Data 
FOR MECHANICAL ENGINEERS, based on the most reCent investigations. By DANIEL KINNEAR 
CLAllK., author of II Railway Machinery," &c. &c. Illustrated with numerous Diagrams. 

This book comprises the leading rules and data. ,nth DumeroUS tables, of COD6taD.t usc: in calculations and estimates 
ftlating to Pr.lc:tical Mechanics :-PfeSalted in a ftliable, clear, and handy form. with an extent of range and completeness 
of delllil that bas Dot been attempted hitherto. This (the fourth) edition has been carefully revised, and in its preparation 
ad'fUItagc has been taken of many suggestions mad:e by those using the former editions. 

.. Mr. Cku/t TWitu fIIilA rrr4I ebnwu, __ .v AM • peal ~ _/ etnuktJnilr tuuI ~.rizi,.,. /I!I&U, .nd 
lu Au I4au De.. nuJJUd u -'»dJl ;. Aiz wi"", • • CflU«n- tV tItu. n/an-.r kJ rtUCNutietJ -rbuwhlr; .bid t!U Mr 
em,u,uJl ~ N.fon """ Inn.gIII 14rniur. W. nlanl tlu MIi '" tIM U!lIe.i _ ",,,luwieal ~ u. rrpla, 
jnJ£tia ~ ajftwd U 6. fllilMut."-Eugineerio,. 

In 14 pa~ medium 8vo, at 21. each; or 4 divisions at 61. each, and one at ¥. 

Modern Steam Practice and Engineering: 
A Guide to Approved Methods of Construction, and the Principles relating thereto, with Examples, 
Practical Rules, and Formulae. By JOHN G. WINTON, Engineer, Author of II Modem Workshop 
Practice." Assisted by W. J. MILLAR, c.&., Secretary of the Institution of Engineers and Shipbuilders 
in Scotland; Author of II Principles of Mechanics." &c. Illustrated by numerous Engravings. 

The object of the present publication is to supply the practical Engineer. Shipbuilder. and Mechanic with a trustwortby 
guide to the varied operations or the Worksbop and the Buildina·y:trd in a convenient form and a& a moderate price. It is 
written by practical Olen, well acquainted with the operatiODS which they describe, and seeks to CQDvey to the workmara 
detailed directioDi regardinc hb work in language such .. he is daily ramili:ar with; and. at the ItIlIDc time. to state clearly. 
the hi&her pincipla upoo. which lhae opcraUODS aR based aDd <m which tIu;y depend for success. 
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To be completed in 21 parts, super-royal 8vo, 21. each; or in 6 volumes. cloth extra, 91. 6d. each. , . 
NEW ISSUE. 

The Imperial Bible-Dictionary, 
.' 

HISTORICAL, BIOGRAPHICAL, GEOGRAPHICAL, AND DOCTRINAL. Edited by Rev. PATRICK 

FAIRBAIRN, D.D., author of "Typology of Scripture;" &c. With Introductions by the Right Rev. 
J. C. RVLE, D.D., Lord Bishop of Liverpool, and Rev. C. H. WALLER, B.A.. IDustrated by about 
&eveD hundred Engravings. 

nu. Edition will be augmented by an interesting dLscussi.on on the subject of INSPIRATION, by the Rev. C H. 
'W ALLInl, Principal of the LondOD College of Divinity. To this is prelizcd a luminous introduction OD the same subject 
by the Right Rev. JOHN CHARLES Rvu. Lord Bishop of LiverpooL 

The Work takes up in alphabetical order all the subjects which enter into the contents of the Bible, while the several 
books of ,which the Bible is composed in every case receive c:areful and. attentive consideration. In the treatment of the 
different topics. full advantage iI taken of the materials which modem criticism and reseuch have accumulated. 

The pictorial Illustrations include representations of the plants and animals mentioned in Scripture, Dotable scenes and 
plaCel, maonen of IOciaI life, aod the manifold productiona of human Ikill. In addition \0 these illustrations, a Series of 
Views engraved on steel in the mOlt fioishcd manner, accompaDy the work. 

New Issue, to be completed in 6 half-volnmes, imperial8vo, cloth extra, 91, 611. each. 

The Whole Works of John Bunyan, 
Accurately reprinted from the Author's own editions. CoUated and edited, with an introduction to 
each treatise, numerous illustrative and explanatory notes, and a memoir of Bunyan, by GEOR.GE OFFaL 
llIustrated by engravings on steel and on wood, 

Among the IUustrative Engravings will be found the Portrait of Bunyan after Sadler; and a careful copy of the inter 
elting Portrait by R. White" DOW in the British Museum: VieWII of Bedford, and Prison 011 Bedford Bridge; of Bunyan'. 
Cottage, the Market-house and Church, Elstow: and of Bunyan's Tomb in Bunbill Fields. A1so, a Series of beautirul 
Il1nstTatioDl of r/u Pilgrim from Stotbard's elegant designs; with Facsimiles of BuuyBll's Writing. and of the earliest 
wood-cut iIIustmtions te r/u Plipilll, and to the Lift ~ &ul-. , 

AU the ellcdlencies of this much admired and higbly valued edition of Bunyan's Whole Works (of which over twenty 
thouaand copies have been sold) are retained, the wot'k being simply reprinted with occasional improvemeDts in typopaphy. 

New Issue, with Questions. Eleven vols., post 8vo, cloth, red edges, ]S, 6d, each. 

Notes on the New Testament, 
Explanatory and Practical. With Questions for Bib]e-class~ and· Sunda.y-schools. By ALBERT 
BARNES. Edited by the Rev. ROBERT FREW, D_D. With numerous additional Notes, and an ex· 
tensive se~es of beautiful Enbrravings and Maps, Dot in any other edition. 

Shortly before his dec:ease the Author completed a revision of his Notes 011 the New Testament, to the end of the Acts 
orche Apostles, the only section of the New Testament respecting lhe expo5ition and illUSt1"Btion of which modem research 
had ac:c:uD)ulated new an~ importlUlt materials. 

In making this pew issue the first three volumes have been re-~et so I\S to embody the author's latest concedons and 
additions,· and they are DOW presented for the fint time to rcmdeR in this countty. This iaue will consequently be the most 
complete and perfect of any published in Great Britain, 

In 2S parts at 1.1. each; or one volume, royal 4to, cloth, 27.1, 6d. 

Family Worship: 
A Series of Devotional Services for every Morning and Evening throughout the Year, adapted to the 
purposes of Domestic Worship; Prayers for PlVticular OCCI\siQns, and Prayers suitable for Children, &c. 
By above Two HUNDRED EVANGELICAL MINISTERS, Illustrated by Twenty-six fine Engravings on 
steeL New and Improved Edition. 

The work comprises 73a Servi~, adapted to be used in the fnmily, being a service for 1W'7 MORNING IIIUI EVENING 

throughout the year, with Special Services for the Morning IUld Evening of New Year's-Day. Each Service is composed 
of Praise, Prayer, and Scriptural Exposilioll. Thus it poillts out a suitable psalm OJ" hymn to be sUllg; nellt it refers 
til 4 portion of Scripture to be read from the Bible itself, and adds lOme brief explanatory and practical rcm:'lrk$; and the 
whole dOlCl with 4 plain and earnest Pmyer. 

LONDON, BLACKIE & SON, LIMITED; GLASGOW AND EDlNBVRGH. 
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