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It is of the utmost importance that all reflecting persons should take
into early consideration what these popular political creeds are likely to
be, and that every single article of them should be brought under the
fullest light of investigation and discussion ; so that, if possible, when
the time shall be ripe, whatever is right in them may be adopted, and
what is wrong rejected, by general consent; and that, instead of a:
hostile conflict, Physigal or only moral, between the old and the new
the best parts of both may be combined in a renovated social fabric.”

J. S. MiLL (*¢ Chapters on Socialism *).
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PREFACE.

Tue following pages have been written for the purpose of
tracing the gradual but sure growth of our civil liberty, from
historic times, downward to our own day, and of investigating
the great principles which inspired our ancestors, in their
efforts to secure that great inheritance to us, their posterity,
A further object that T have had in view—and ‘perhaps this
latter may be regarded as the more important—is to show
the symptoms, which are gathering fast and thick around us,
of a new order of things—of, in fact, a distinct surrender of
the traditional safeguards of that civil liberty—the * corner-
stone” of our great and deservedly enviable constitution.

T have endeavoured to prove that the invaluable principle
of individual freedom-—which, from the Norman Conquest
downward, fired the most noble-minded of our ancestors to
rebel against the tyranny of those who won, or inherited, the
rights of that conquest—is in imminent danger of being
lost to us, at the very hour of its consummation. And I
have, I think, further demonstrated that so sure as we depart
from those traditional lines, in the endeavour to realise a
condition of society, which can only exist in the imagination
—viz., a community of people, en]oymg equal soctal conditions,
—we shall, when it is too late, find that we have lost the
- substance, in grasping at the shadow.

In order to realise the above perhaps somewhat ambitious
- purposes, I have enumerated instances to show that the term
i Liberalism,” which in its original and true interpretation was .
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synonymous with * sur own day, lost that
genuine meaning, anc _«fxrying_with it, to the
minds of most men, other and quite erroneous significations;
and further, that political party-titles, generally, have now
ceased to carry with them any clear conception of political
principles: having- become so inextricably mixed and
confused in the meanings which they convey, that it is
- impossible to deduce, from the fact of their being professed
by any individual, any distinct conclusion as to that indi-
vidual’s political creed. ‘

I have then shown that; from the earliest times in the
regular history of England, the principle of individual
freedom was the one which, paramount to all othérs,.charac-
terised the greatest of England’s reforms; but that, in the
present day, that time-honoured principle appears to have
lost its charm, and the political title *Liberalism,” which
previously served as its synonym, is being gradually per
verted to the service of a cause, which must, sooner or
later, be wholly destructive of that very liberty, from which
it derived 'its existence as a political term. ,

I have also, I believe, been able to demonstrate that this
tendency (though_ the fact is not generally recognised) is
clearly in the direction of those conditions or forms of society,
known as “ Socialism” and *Communism ;” and, finally, I
have, I think, given sufficient proof, from unexceptionable
authorities, of the fact that all practical attempts at such
. conditions of %ociety, have, whenever and wherever tried,
hopelessly failed in their results ; and, instead of lifting the
lowest stratum of society to the level of the highest, (as was
anticipated), or even approximating to it, dragged the whole
fabric down to the dead level of a primitive and uncultured
existence, sapped the enterprise and independence, as well
as stifled the higher faculties of all who have helped to con-’
stitute such communities, and ended in placing such as
_conformed to their principles at the mercy of nature, with
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all its uncertainties of season, and dj pointments of pro-
duction. ‘ :

I venture to think that there is -no part of the civilifed
world, in which the term * Liberalism” has been more
constantly, or with more confidence, misused than in the
English colonies,and more especially in the colony of Victoria.
Political thought has there been developed and sharpened
to an extent, which has scarcely been equalled, . certainly
not surpassed, in any part of the world—even in the United
States ; so that, in fact, it affords to the political students
of other and older countries, who may consider it worthy of
their attention, an invaluable political Iaboratory for the pur-
pose of judging the merits of many *advanced” legislative
experiments. This identical view I expressed at some length
in Zhe Times, as far back as 1877.

Bearing the foregoing facts in view, I have drawn a great
number and variety of my illustrations from the legislative and
other public proceedings of the particular colony mentioned..

Side by side with this unusual development of political
activity and intelligence, which is specially noticeable in
that colony, there has unfortunately grown up a most
serious misconception or misrepresentation, as to the true
meaning of the political term, concerning which I have
more particularly treated ; and there is distinctly apparent
—there, as in Great Britain—all the symptoms of a return
to “class ” legislation of the most despotic character ; not,
as of old, in favour of the wealthy and aristocratic orders -
" but in the opposite direction, of conferring positive benefits _
upon_the working classes—that is to say, the manual work-
ing classes—at the expense of the remainder of the com-
munity. Indeed the extreme Radical party of Great Britain
have already acknowledged that “there is scarcely an
organic change which has found a place in the programme
of advanced Liberalism, that has not been accepted, and
voluntarily introduced . . . . at the Antipodcs.”
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One of the mu..-unfortunate circumstances in connection
with colonial politics is the disinclination on the part of the
wealthier and better educated classes to enter into com-
petition with the omnipromising political hack, for the honour
of a seat in parliament. That most constituencies are at the
mercy of those candidates who promise most of what does .
not belong to them, is indeed too true; but there are, one
is happy to be able to say, many constituencies in which
political morality has not sunk so low as to necessitate a
candidate substituting flattery and transparent bribes, for
home truths and sound political doctrine. Those con-
stituencies are, however, comparatively few in number.
That fact, coupled with the thoroughly unscientific tone of
current politics, has, in most of the colonies, left the field open
to a class of men, by no means representative of the average
education, or of the average political knéwledge. It is to be
regretted, however, that the wealthier and better-educated
classes do not make a greater sacrifice, on patrictic grounds,
and thus assist to raise the tone of an institution which they
are always too ready to condemn.

Since commencing my investigations, ‘which have ex-
tended over many months, and have been carried on
during the leisure hours left to me out of an etherwise
extremely busy life, I have been brought into contact with
a mass of material, evidencing the patriotic *“footprints”
of a body of men, now doing good work in England,
under the title of “The Liberty- and Property Defence
League.” This League has been formed for the purpose
of *resisting over-legislation, for maintaining Individualism
. as opposed to Socialism—entirely irrespective of party
politics.” ' '

To have become acquainted with the efforts of such an
organisation, and to have learnt how great is the success
which has attended its efforts, has considerably encouraged
my own labours. -
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I find that, during the last two years, the League printed
54,250 pamphlets and 39,300 leaflets, * pointing out, in
general and particular, the growing tendency to substitute
Government regulation, in place of individual management
and enterprise, in all branches of industry ; and demonstrating
the paralysing effect of this kind of legislation upon national
development.” ’

I find, further, that “these publications have been dis-
tributed among over 500 of the chief London and provincial
papers, and among members of both Hoiises of Parliament
and the general public;” and that * 400 lectures and ad-
dresses have been delivered by representatives of the League,
before working-class audiences, in London and elsewhere.”
The annual report for 1884 states that, “reckoning together
those who have thus joined through their respective societies
or companies” with which the League is associated, in
addition to “those who have joined individually, it com-
prises over 300,000 members.”

The council of the League embraces the names of many
eminent men, including those of Lord Justice Bramwell, the
Earl of Wemyss, Lord Penzance, ‘and the Earl of Pem-
broke; and it would seem that scarcely any single parlia-
mentary measure is allowed to put in an appearance, in
either branch of the British legislature, without being sub-
_ jected to the most searching examination and dissection, |

at the hands of that council.

Such legislation as is considered contrary to the principles
of the League—which are non-party—is opposed in every
possible way; and no money or other means appear to be
spared, to prevent such legislation being placed upon the
statute-book  The efforts of the League seem, too, so far
as they have gone, to have been extraordinarily successful.

I may add that my own investigations were commenced
with the simple object of delivering a short lecture ; but the
materials, which I found necessary to collect, soon ‘gréew to
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the proportions of a volume, which I have now completed,
in the hope that others, who are. sufficiently interested
to peruse it, may be saved the same research and
classification of principles,” which are necessary to a
complete understanding and grasp of the subject. As far
as originality is concerned, I claim no merit, except -in
the mere arrangement of my work; but the labour . has,
notwithstanding, been great, and not always encouraging.
Indeed, in almost every position which I have taken up
in. the investigation of my subject, I have, as will be seen,
fortified myself with the opinions of the greatest among
those who have sounded the depths of political philosophy.
Any exception, therefore, which may be taken to the
doctrines which I have merely reproduced, will involve a
joining of issue with many of the most profound political
“thinkers of ancient and modern times.

I owe an explanation—perhaps an apology—to many of
the authors from whose writings I have thus drawn my
numerous quotations, for ‘the constant rendering of their
words in italics. In almost every case throughout the work’
the italicising is my own. I am fully aware of the danger of
detracting from the force of language, by the too frequent
resort to that aid to emphasis.. My only excuse is the

unusual necessity for clear distinctions, in the terms and
~ phrases employed.

No apology is, I think, needed for my venturmg to draw
public attention to the subject itself, with which I have thus
dealt. That it is sufficiently important, there can be no possible
doubt ; and that it is not a settled question, has been fully
admitted by no less an authority than Mill, who says: *“ One
"of the most disputed questions, both in political science and in
practical statesmanship, at this particular period, relates fo the
proper limits of the functions and agency of governments.”
And he adds that it is, as a discussion, “more likely to
increase than diminish in interest.” Indeed, it bas at various
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times been a matter of considerable surprise to me, how little
the whole subject seems to have been investigated, or even
considered, not merely by the ordinary political delegate
(popularly known as a golitician), but by men, educated in
history, and professing to feel an‘interest in the philosophy
which underlies it.

If, in the compilation of the thoughts of others, I
should succeed in directing the. attention of some of my
fellow-men to the great political and social danger which
is now impending, and thus bring about a clearer and more
. correct recognition of the traditional principles which I have
ventured to champion, I shall be quite satisfied with the
result of my labours.

1 am quite conscious of . the unpopulanty which much of -
what I have written is calculated to draw upon me from the
working-classes, ‘as also from mere work-a-day politicians,
concerning whose knowledge of the political science I have
certainly not spoken in flattering terms: To have so written
has, however, required the more courage, inasmuch as’I am
desirous, and even sanguine, of yet taking a further and more
prominent part in practical politics. But I have ventured to
say what I have said, because 7 believe it to be true ; and 1
have sufficient faith in the spirit of manliness and fair play,
which, at least, has always characterised our race, to hope that
the unpalatableness of my remarks may be forgiven, onthe
score of their sincerity and good intent. '

June, 1587.
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for unanimity as to where that limit should be placed—Self-interest, the motive
power of society—Self-i should be subjected to the mins of 1 i
compatible witﬁ egual opportunities—Liberty, the true object of Government—
Egoism and altruism alike founded on self-i —The real diffe is in the
effect on society, the source being the same—Importance of regarding remote
effects of legislation—~Their ition by the ge legisl Sociali
and Individualists, the party-titles of the future—Fundamental misconception at
the root of present secial discontent—Present equality of all before the law—
Point of divergence between Socialists and Individualisis or true Liberals—
Normal_condition of man in primitive society—Effect of division of labour on
prod —Normat dition in civilised society, that of hard work—Capitalist

, class possess no privileges—Their domain an open field to all men—Visionary

. schemes for Jevelling up society—Wealth in one citizen as an obstacle to the

. individual freedom of others—Differences of opinion as to possibility of fixing a
definite limit to state functions—Two theories of rights—Natural rights curtailed

by the social contract—Natural rights abolished, and fresh rights conferred and
secured by the law—Disciples of the two theories—Blackstone—Prof. Stanley
Jevons: b Austin—Burke—Locke—Mr. Herbert Spencer—Impractica-
fnity of the former theory—Right to ignore the state—Human infirmities stand-
ingin the way of ideal legislation—Want of acknowledged limitation to state
fi attributable to the diffe theories g rights—History of

Englgh law shows security to grogerty and to the person to have been the first

. objecty of fovemmem—Blackstone’s classification of ri'g_'hts—Objections to rigid

rules for legislation—Three fund 1 principles—How applied—Burden of

proof thiown on advocates of any measure subversive of those principles—Poor
Laws—Chanfession of Poor Law Ci issi Conclusi for and against the
system—Blance of arg favour i in ities where already
establlshai\Needful limitations—State education—Conclusi pecting true
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unctions of the state—Housing of the Poor—Radical arguments in favour—
Conclusions against the proposal—Unemployed—Increasing resort to the practice
of state assistance — Objections —Payment of members — Original object —
Radical arguments—Grounds for objection—Land Nationalisation—Alleged
advantages from the system examined—Conclusions—Public Works—Allowable
departures from the general principle—State railways—Effect on taxpayers—
Arguments for their being undertaken in young communities examined —Gas and
water su{zply—T 1 ph and teleph sy s—Colonial railway results—
Municipal undertakings—State poli d d—Drai ge, pav-
ing, lighting—Allotments scheme—Shipping legislation—Injury- to ~British
shipping compared with that of foreign countries—Steam boilers—Contracts—
. —Shops closing—Factories Acts—Protection—Sunday - closing-——Summary of
chapter - - - - - - - - - 422—548

CHAPTER X.

SociaLisM AND COMMUNISM.

A short enquiry concerning the principal theories and practical experiments of
ancient and modern times, in the search for an ideal form of commonwealth.

Bearing of the chapter on remainder of the work—Relative attitudes of Indi-
idualism and Sociali plained—Effect of the latter on human motives—
Present constitution of the English legislature—Prospects of scientifie legisla-
tion—Drift of modern public opinion—Signs of the approaching conflict—French
anarchists—Knights of Labour in America—America’s reception'of John Most,
the expelled revolutionist—Socialist Press of New York—London Socialist out-
breaks—Mr. Chamberlain’s doctrines—The Radical programme—M. de Lave-
leye's ‘‘Primitive Property”—His doctrines—Mill’s earlier observations on
Socialism and Ci i Aristotle on ity of property—Effect on the
virtues of liberality and kindness—Christian Socialism—Causes which led to it—
Commonwealth of Love—The Poor Saints—The vol y el promi in
all early experiments—Middie-Ages C i Brothers of the Common Lot—
Brothers of the C: Life—A lici—The Wald and the Minorities—
The Lollards—The Taborites—The Cathari, Apostolicals, Fratricelli, Belguins,
Albigenses, and Hussites—The Moravian Brotherhood—The United Brethren—
The Hernhuters and the Hutterites—The Unitas Fratrum—Christian Republic
of Paraguay—M. de Laveleye's ** Primitive Property "—Village communities in
Russia—The Russian Mir—M. de Laveleye's reasoning examined—Village com-
munities in Java and India—The Allmends of Switzerland —Social inequalities
under the system-Unfair comparisons—The German Mark—Agrarian system
of the Irish Celts—Agrarian communities among the Arabs and other nations—
The French Revolution—Its effect in producirln& a crop of social schemes—
Element of poetry in almost all ideal theoriess—Modern geﬁnitions of Socialism
and C i Saint-Simon—His theories—His disciples —Frangois Babceuf *
and his theories—Charles Fourier and his theories—Ettiene Cabet and his
theories—Proudhon and his theories—Karl Rodbertus and his theories—Louis
Blanc and his theories—Karl Marx and his theories —Ferdinand Lassalte rand
his theories—Robert Qwen; his theories and experiments—American Socialism
—Advantages of experiment over theory—The Shal The Amana-Ci ity
~—The Harmony Society—The Separatists of Zoar—The Perfectionists of Oneida
—The Aurora and Bethel Communes—The Icarians—Unanimity of Coramunist
leaders as to the causes of failure—Mill’s later opinions on Communism and
Socialism—Review of the whole work—The outlock and. its dangers—The
coming struggle - - - - - . - 5490683
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