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PREFACE. 

-
I STATED in the concluding volume of the English portion 
of this history that the outbreak of the great French War 
in 1793 appeared to me, the best and m9st natural 
termination of a History of England in the eighteenth 
century, and that it was not my intention to carry my 
narrative beyond this limit. For the Irish portion, 
however, a different limit must be assigned, and in order 
to give it any completeness or unity, it is necessary to 
describe the rebellion of 1798, the legislative Union of 
1800, and the defeat or abandonment of the great 
measures of Catholic conciliation which Pitt, had in
tended to be the immediate sequel of the Union. In 
consequence of the addition of these eventful years my 
Irish 'narrative has assumed a somewhat disproportionate 
length, and f have often been obliged to treat Irish 
affairs with a fulness of detail Which was not required in 
other parts of-my work. I have had to deal with a 
history which has been very imperfectly written, and 
usually under the influence of the most furious partisan
ship. There is hardly a page of it which is not darkened 
by the most violently contradictory statements. It is 
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marked by obscure agr~rian and social changes, by' 
sudden, and sometimes very perplexing, alterations in 
the popular sentiment, which can only be elucidated 
and proved by copious illustration. It comprises also 
periods of great crimes and of great horrors, and the 
task of tracing their true causes, and measuring with 
accuracy and impartiality the different degrees of pro
'vocation, aggravation, palliation, and comparative guilt, 
is an extremely difficult one. 

In order to 'accomplish it with any success, it is 
necessary to bring together a much larger array of 
original evidence, drawn from the opposite camps, than 
would be required in dealing with a history of which the 
outlines, at least, were well established and generally 
admitteq. This is especially necessary, as our judgments 
must be, in a great degree, formed from manuscript 
materials which are not easily accessible, and as many 
of these manuscripts are the letters of men who, though 
they have all the authority of eyewitnesses, often wrote 
under the influence of panic or strong party passion. 
It is only by collecting and comparing many letters, 
written by men of different opinions and scattered over 
wide areas, that it is possible to form a true estimate of 
the condition of the country, and to pronounce with real 
confidence between opposing statements. Such a method 
of inquiry tends greatly to lengthen a book and to 
impair its symmetry and its artistic charm; but it is 
here, I believe, the one method of arriving at truth; it 
brings the reader in direct contact with the original 
materials of Irish history, and it enables him to draw his 
own conclusions very independently of the historian. 
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In these volumes I have made much use ot the 
correspondence between the English and Irish Govern
ments that exists in the .Record Office in London, and 
I have derived some side-lights from the papers in 
the French Foreign Office, which have been kindly 
opened to my inspection. Several other manuscript 
sources have been of use to me. Both the Irish Record 
Office and the Irish State Paper Office are rich in 
documents illustrating the condition of Ireland in the 
earlier years of the eighteenth century, and Dublin 
Castle also contams a vast collection of papers ranging 
from 1795 to 1805, which, through the kindness of Sir 
Bernard Burke, I have been enabled to spend many 
weeks in exploring. For more than sixty years these 
papers were deposited in two· '{ery large cases in the 
Birmingham Tower, carefully fastened down with the 
Government seal, and with the inscription, , Secret and 
confidential; not to be opened.' They remained in this 
state until after the passing of the Records (Ireland) 
Act, in 1867, when it was thought desirable to open 
these cases, and to classify their contents. . The work 
occupied some years, but it was at last accomplished, 
and the whole collection is now excellently arranged, in 
no less than sixty-eight. boxes.. A grea.t proportion of 
it is of little or no historical value, but it contains, among 
other things, numerous letters from informers, written 
during the wogress of the United Irish conspiracy, and 
during and after the rebellion, and also a large and 
exceedingly interesting series of letters from magistrates 
and Government officii lIs in different parts of Ireland, 
describing in detail the state of the country1 These 
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letters have the same kind of value as the cakiers, 
describing the state of .France on the eve of the Revolu
tion, fro~ which, since the days of Tocqueville, the best 
French historians have derived some of their most valu

, able materials. Occasionally, too, amid this great mass 
of serious, formal, and depressing documents, there may 
be found others of a very different character, which were 
seized among the papers of the conspirators, and which 
have sometimes a strangely pathetic interest. There 
are love-letters and rude poems; passionate expressions 
of youthful friendships; note-books in which eager 
scholars described their studies or recorded their passing 
thoughts; day-dreams of young and ardent natures, too 
often destined to end in exile or the gallows. 

Another source from which I have .derived much 
information has been the Pelham Pape~s, which have 
been deposited in the British Museum. Pelham was 
Irish Secretary from March 1795 to November 1798. 
His long and frequent visits to England while he was in 
office, made his correspondence unusually copious; and 
when he ceased to be Irish Secretary he still continued 
to correspond with leading persons in Ireland. The 
British Museum also possesses an interesting series of 
letters written by Percy, Bishop of Dromore-the 
well-known author of the' Reliques of Ancient English 
Poetry '-to his wife, during the rebellion, and during 
the debates on'the Union. 

It remains for me to express my gratitude for some 
private collections of papers which have been opened to 
me. Of these two of the most important have been 
given to public institutions since I had the privilege of, 
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examining them. The Charlemont Papers have been 
placed in the Irish Academy. The Westmorland, or, as 
they are now called, the Fane Papers, are in the Irish 
State Paper Om:ce. Lady Bunbury kindly placed in my 
hands a very interesting correspondence of Lady Louisa 
Conolly and her friends; and Lord Colchester, the whole 
correspondence of Abbot, who was Chief Secretary to 
the Lord Lieutenant during the Administration of 
Addington: The Harcourt Papers, which throw some 
light on an important period of Irish history, have been 
privately printed by their owner, Colonel Harcourt, of 
N unehaII!. Park, and a copy has been given to the British 
Museum. To Lady Louisa Fortescue I am indebted for 
permission to read the correspondence of Lord Grenville 
at Dropmore, and to Lord George Hamilton for some 
curious papers describing the different inter~sts and 
counections in the Irish Parliament. 
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