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PREFACE 

-
THE name of RAmakrishna has lately been so often 

mentioned in Indian, American, and English news
papers that a fuller account of his life and doctrine 
seemed to me likely to be welcome, not only to the 
many who take an interest in the intellectual and 
moral state of India, but to the few also to whom the 
growth of philosophy and religion, whether at home or 
abroad, can never be a matter of indifference. I have 
therefore tried to collect as much: information as I could 
about this lat~ly-deceased Indian Saint (died in 1886), 
partly from his own devoted disciples, partly from 
Indian newspapers, journals, and books in which the 
principal events of his life were chronic1e~, and his 
moral and religious teaching described and discussed, 
whether in a friendly or unfriendly spirit. 

Whatever may be said about the aberrations of 
the Indian ascetics to whom RAmakrishna belonged, 

a3 
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there are certainly some of them who deserve our 
interest, nay even our warmest sympathy. The tor
tures which some of them, who hardly deserve to be 
called SamnyAsins, for they are not much better than 
jugglers or Hathayogins, inflict on themselves, the 
ascetic methods by which they try to subdue and 
annihilate their passions, and bring themselves to 
a state of extreme nervous exaltation accompanied 
by trances or fainting fits of long duration, are well 
known to all who have lived in Iridia and have 
become acquainted there not only with RAjahs and 
MahArajahs, but with all the various elements that 
constitute the complicated system of Indian society. 
Though some of the stories told of these martyrs 
of the flesh and of the spirit may be exaggerated, 
enough remains of real facts to rouse at all events I 

our curiosity. When some of the true SamnyAsins, 
however, devote their thoughts and meditations to 
philosophical and religious problems, their utterances, 
which sway large multitudes that gather round them 
in their own country, cannot fail to engage· our 
attention and sympathy, particularly if, as in the 
case of RAmakrishna, their doctrines are being spread 
by zealous advocates not only in India, but in 
America also, nay even in England. 

We need not fear that the SamnyAsins of India will 
ever find followers or imitators in Europe,nor would 
it be at all desirable that they should, not even for 
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the sake of Psychic 'Research, or for experiments in 
Physico-psychological Laboratories. But apart from 
that, a better knowledge of the -teachings of one 
of them seems certainly desirable, whether for the 
statesmen who have to deal with the various classes of 
Indian society, or for the missionaries who are anxious 
to understand and to influence the inhabitants of that 
country, or lastly for the students of philosophy and 
religion who ought to know how the most ancient 
philosophy of the world, the Vedanta, is taught at the 
present day by the Bhaktas, that is 'the friends and 
devoted lovers of God,' and continues to exercise its 
powerful influence, not only on a few philosophers, but 
on the large masses of what has always been called 
a country of philosophers. A country permeated by 
such thoughts as were uttered 1:>y Ramakrishna cannot 
possibly be looked upon as a country of ignorant 
idolaters to be converted by the same methods which 
are applicable to the races of Central Africa. 

As the Vedanta forms the background of the sayings 
of Ramakrishna, I thought it useful to add a short 
sketch of some of the most characteristic doctrines of 
that philosophy. Without it, many readers _ would 
hardly be able to understand the ideals of Rama
krishna and his disciples. 

I am quite aware that some of his sayings may sound 
strange to our ears, nay even offensive. Thus the 
conception of the Deity as the Divine Mother is apt to 
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startle us, but we can understand what Ramakrishna 
really meant by it, when we read his saying (No. 89): 

'Why does the God-lover find such pleasure in address
ing the Deity as Mother? Because the child is more free 
with its mother" and consequently she is dearer to the .child . 
than anyone else.' 

Sometimes the language which these Hindu devotees 
use of the Deity must appear to us too familiar, nay 
even irreverent. They themselves seem to be aware 
of this and say in excuse: 

'A true devotee who has drunk deep of Divine Love 
is like a veritable drunkard, and, as such, cannot always 
observe the rules of propriety' (104). 

Or again: 

'What is the strength of a devotee? He is a child of 
God, and tears are his greatest strength' (92). 

Unless we remember that harem means originally 
no more than a sacred and guarded place, the f~llow-

,ing saying will certainly jar on our ears: 

, 'The Knowledge of God may be likened to a man, while 
the Love of God is like a woman. Knowledge has entry 
only up to the outer rooms of God, but no one can enter 
into the inner mysteries of God save a lover, for a woman 
has access even into the harem of the Almighty' (172). 

How deep Ramakrishna has seen into the mysteries 
of knowledge and love of God, we see from the next 
saying: 
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o Knowledge and love of God are ultimately one and the 
same. There is no difference between pure knowledge and 
pure love.' 

The following utterances also show the exalted 
nature of his faith: 

o Verily, venly, I say unto you, that he who yearns for 
God, finds Him' (159). 

o He who has (aith has all, and he who wants faith wants 
all' (ZOI). 

o So long as one does not become simple like a child, 
one does not get Divine illumination. Forget all the 
worldly knowledge that thou hast acquired, and become as 
ignorant about it as a child, and then thou wilt. get the 
knowledge ofthe True' (z41). 

o Where does the strength of an aspirant lie? It is in 
his tears. As a mother gives her consent to fulfil the desire 
of her importunately weeping child, so God vouchsafes to 
His weeping son whatever he is crying for' (306). 

• As a lamp does not burn without oil, so a man cannot 
live without God' (z88)~ 

o God is in all men, but all men are not in God: that is 
the reason why they suffer' (215). 

From such sayings we learn that though the real 
presence of the Divine in nature and in the human 
soul was nowhere felt so strongly and so universally 
as in India, and though the fervent love of God, nay 
the sense of complete absorption in the Godhead, 
has nowhere found a .stronger and more eloquent ex
pression than in the utterances of RAmakrishna, yet 
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he perfectly knew the barriers that separate divine 
and human nature. 

If we remember that these utterances of Rama
krishna reveal to us not only his own thoughts, but 
the faith and hope of millions of human beings, we 
may indeed feel hopeful about the future of that 
country. The consciousness of the Divine in man is 
there, and is shared by all, even by those who seem to 
worship idols. This constant sense of the presence of . 
God is indeed the common ground on which we may 
hope that in time not too distant the great temple of 
the future will be erected, in which Hindus and non
Hindus may join hands and hearts in worshipping the 
same Supreme Spirit-who is not far from everyone 
of us, for in Him we live and move and have our 
being. 

IGHTHAM MOTE, 

Oct. 18, 1898. 

F. M. M. 
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INDEX TO THE SAYINGS 1. 

-
[TM rej'er,*u i" t"is Itulez C(J1'Y?sptmti to tM "u"wlring of tM 

SQ)lings in t"is wiNme.] 

Adam, how to conquer the old, 
361• 

Adore where others do, 311. 
Advice of many, leada to con· 

fnsion, 1-46, 1-48. 
Affairs, danger of being absorbed 

in others', 328. 
AgriCIIltnralist and Vishnu, 167. 
Ahamkira, vanity or egoism, 70. 
Almighty, the, dwells in every 

place, u. 
- visible form of, the materialised 

manifestation of the formless 
~, 36• . 

- sight of, give. safety, 73. 
- power of, lasting, 73. 
- power 01; makes a man in· 

capable of evil, 7+ 
- absorbing effect of, 77. 
- arguments cease in presence of, 

78• 
- how to reach, 13+ 
- man', home at feet of, 175. 

Almighty, the, grace of, 190. 
~ disperses accnmnlated ignor

ance and sin, 191. 
. - soun:e of light of the spirit, 

22 .... 
- transmits trnth through teachers, 

u-4,225· 
- image of, reflected, 3-40. 
Alphabet, Bengili, Ill. 
Amli fruit, world like, 263. 
Anger, short1ived in good men, 

237· 
Ant distingnishes sand from sugar, 

113. 
Arguna,human being and Divinity, 

55· 
Aspirant, may live in the world 

but it should not live in him, 
3°1. 

- like a bini, 39+' 
- tears, the strength of, 306. 
A vadlrftta, twenty· four Gurus, 

1-47· 

1 This Index was made for a collection of the Sayings of Rima
krishna which was sent to me in manuscript. When the MS. came to 
be printed there were several sayings which had been given twice. As 
these had to be left out when they occurred the second time, it was 
necessary to assign two numbers to some of the sayings in order not to 
disturb the figures of the Index. 
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Avadho.ta and hunter, 380. 
- and fisher, 281. 
- and heron, 282. 
- and kite, 283. 
Avatira or Saviour, messenger of 

God,SI. 
AvatAras, Krishna and Christ as, 

52. 
- keep knowledge to themselves, 

216. 

Baddha, fettered, 137. 
Ba-kalami (sk), resigning the self 

to will of Almighty, 343. 
Barber and jars of gold, 261. 
Bee like a Yogin, 119. 
Believer, troe, never discouraged, 

103. 
Bengili alphabet, III. 
Bhagavin. glory of the, 266. 
- Sli Rimakandra, jonrney to 

Ceylon, 203. 
--- recognised by seven sages, 

49· 
Bhagavata, scriptnre, 16. 
- knowledge of. 2go.. 
Bhakta or troe lover, 136, 268. 
Bigot, like frog in well, 248. 
Bigotry, to be eschewed, 247-
Blind men, the, and the ele-

phant,5· . 
Body, playground of Deity, 334-
- transient and unimportant, 390. 
- temple of the soo1, 390. 
Books, mere reading of, will not 

make a man religions, 242. 
Boori or grand-dame, in hide and 
. seek, 72. 

Boy and goat, likeness between, 
300• 

Brahmaism. and Hindnism, 252, 
253· 

Brahman (Brahma), fire of, causes 
. mind to perform its fnnctions, 

20. 
- God the Absolnte and Eternal, 

31 • 

Brahman (Brahma), sometimes 
with attribntes, sometimes with
ont, 35. 

- all-pervading and formless, 36. 
- visible Almighty a manifesta-

tion of, 36. 
- SavioUIS are to Brahma as 

waves to ooean, 57. 
- Deities, manifestations of, 141. 
- Hnman soul loses individnal 

existence in ocean of, 208. 
- temptations in path towards, 

257· 
- inexpressible, 276. 
- hides behind Mi.ya, 313. 
- sea of, 330. 
Bdhman and low-caste servant, 

parable of, 277. 
- and king, story of, 290. 
- and Samny§.sin, story of, 342-
Br§.hmana and his garden, 1 .... 
Bdhmanical thread, 321. 
Bubbles and water are one, 393. 
Bnrdwan, Mah§.r§.jah of, 141. 

Cage, no value when bird has 
flown, 287. 

Calcutta, many roads lead to, 
148• 

Caste, distinctions of, disregarded 
by a perfect man, al8, 219, 220, 
231. 

Cat scratched by K§.rtikeya, 332. 
Ceylon or Lamk§., 303. 
Chameleon, many coloUIS of, 3. 
Che1as (disciples), very rare,· 

155· -
Child, simplicity of, 97, 341. 
Children at play, 81. 
Christ and Krishna, both A vatiras, 

52. 
Clay, bumt and soft, 392. 
Cloth, doll of, 136. 
Conceit of Nirada, 167. 
Contemplation, perfection of, 188. 
Contentment is happiness, 361. 
Costnme of devotee, 379-
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Creeds, paths to leaCh the AI. 
mighty,6. 

- and IeCtI, matter nothing, aoo, 
a88. 

Crow, wisest o( birds, 166. 

Data, ledges IIIld !Chism, lOS, '75. 
DarkDeSll of ceoturies dispen;ed at 

ooce by light, 191. 
Deities, manifestatiou of Brah-

man,141• 
- not to be compared, 141. 
- an to be hooourM, 150. 
Deity, daily cootemplation 0(, 

oecessary, 8a. 
Desires of holiness, devotion, IIIld 

love not to be m:koued amODg 
desires, 176. 

Devotee, stages io path o( devOtiOD, 
aa· 

- loath to relate experiences, 87. 
_ aacrificel life to God, 88. 
- plea&1lJe io meetiog a fellow, 

91• 
- tean, the strength o~ 9'. 
- a child of God, 91. 
- retains faith IIIld love, though 

sDn'OUIlded by impurities of the 
world, 95. 

- desires God ooly, 97. 
- never wearies of praise, 101. 
- iospired by God, 101. 
- heart of, filed by oame of God, 

U4-
- remiods mea o( God, 130. 
- progress stopped by desires, 

173· 
- costume 0(, 37C). 
Devotees, those out o( the world 

are perfect, 319. 
DevOtion, difficult to practise, 

u8. 
- many slips io path 0(, 178. 
- how possible wheo workiog for 

daily bread, lOS. 

- keep aloof from scoffers duriog, 
274-

Devotion, cootioual, necessary to 
keep up fire of spirituality, 380. 

Disciple, must uot criticise Guru, 
14c)' 

- fiLith io power of Guru, IS4-
- a good ODe very rare, 155. 
Dispute not, '72. 
Divioe Glory, effect ou man, 

17C). 
- Mother io every woman, 822, 

823. 
- Light falls impartially on all 

hearts, '3C). 
- IllumioatiOD, oo1y j:Omea to 

those who are simple as a child, 
241• 

- Commoniou, iocomprehensible 
to worldly man, 389. 

Divioity, mllllifested io greater de· 
gree in those who are houoUIed, 
14· 

- Sacrifice made in Incarnation, 
56. 

- weakness o( humanity VIIIlishes 
at increase of, 177, 361. 

- mIIIlifests itself after death of 
Humllllity, 183. 

- self merged in, 206. 
- manifests itself when egoism 

dies away, 353. 
Do YoUISelf what you wish others 

to do, IS8. 
Dolls, the three, 136. 
Doubt is death, 204-
Durg4, mother of Kirtikeya, 222. 

Earnestuess, necessary, 145. 
Egoism, disappears when know· 

ledge comes, 160. 
- marks of, never eradicated, 162, 

163· 
- shuts out God from the heart, 

16 ... 
- death of, gets salvation, a3I. 
- drops away IIIld Divioity mani-

fests itself; 353. 
Egos, two in man, 161. 
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Elephant and blind men, 5. 
- God in the, 15. 

Faith, true, ends all quarrel and 
dispute, 80. 

- weak. easily shaken, 96. 
- achieves miracles, 1540 202, 

203. 204. 
- only clue to reach God, 200. 
- he who has, has all, 201. 
- who has not, wants all, 201. 
- is life, 204-
- be steadfast in, 247, 272. 
-liberty of, 272. 
- should be protected in the be-

ginning, 3(14-
- must devote ourselves to single 

object of, 325. 
- how to attain firm, 333. 
- root of Eternal Bliss, 388. 
Faith-healers, 202, 
Fault of holy man intensified by 

surrounding purity, 238. , 
Fire of Brahman, working of, 20. 
- no definite shape, 322. 
Fisherwomen, story of, 174-
Flint, always retains inner fire, 

95· 
Fly and honey.bee, contrasted, 

II9· 
Fool, puffed up with vanity, 236. 
• Forbear' in Bengali, 1 II. 
Free, when shall I be? 206. 
Frog in a well, 248. 

Gagannatha, Lord of the Universe, 
169. 

Ganaka, King, 122, 124-
Garlic, odour of, lasting, 162. 
Givatman and Paramatman, re-

lation between, 278, 393. 
GRana, knowledge of the Absolute, 

332 • 
Goat, moves after decapitation, 70. 
- story of young. 295. 
God, compared with stars by day 

and by night, I. 

God, worshipped under different 
names, 2, 4, 9. 

- multiform, 3. 
- appears to us in whatever form, 

we desire to call Him, 4. 
- different ways of worshipping, 

7· 
- many aspects of, 8, 10, 309. 
- present even in tiger or wicked 

man, 13. 
- everything that exists is, 15. 
- to be regarded in same light as 

His Scripture and His devotee, 
16. 

- impossible to live without, 19-
- both the snake and the charmer, 

21. 
- both judge and executioner, 21. 

. - incites the thief, 23. 

- warns the householder, 22. 
- dwells in the body, yet apart 

from it, 23. 
- omnipotence of, 24-
- screened by Maya, 25, 270. 
- like the wishing-tree, 26. 
- with and without form, 28, 32, 

33,322• 
- the Father of the Universe, 

31 • 
- the Absolute and Eternal Brah-

man, 31. 
- with form is visible, 34 • 
- is Intelligence, 37. 
- reached by prayer and penance, 

53· 
- divine sages. like kinsmen of, 

61. 
- ordinary men the creatures of, 

61. 
- separable from Maya, 64. 
- infinite Love of, 75. 
- man in the midst of confusion 

of argnment and reasoning when 
away from, 78. 

- he who has found Him, is 
quiet, 79, 86. 

- devotee a child of, 92. 
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God, like a hill of lUgar, 98. 
- inspires Hia devotees, 102. 
- will send Master, '45. 
- how to zeach, 146, 148, 169, 

192 • 
- and man, bronght together by 

Gurn.150 • 
- Father and Gnide of Humanity, 

153· 
- he who yearns for. finds, J 59. 
- shnt out from heart by egoism, 

164. 
- nearest and dearest, 169. 
- attracted by violent love, 170. 
- knower of, 171. 
- why trouble Him for what we 

enn do onrselves, 17 J. 
- only a lover enters into the inner 

mysteries of, 172. 
- sacrifice all to find, 182. 
- concentration necessaI}' to find-

ing of, 184. 
- how best found, 184, 365. 
- heart must be kept full of love 

for, 187. 
- aU-pervading Spirit, 189. 
- Soul immersed in, 189. 
- resignation to mercy of, 195. 
- only reached by faith, 100. 
- provided for us, before sending 

us into the world, 105.· 
- gives order and inspiration to 

preacher, III. . 
- in all men, 115. 
- all men not in, 115. 
- aU will see, 117. 
- devotee reminds men of, 130. 
- heart pIUlts after, like miser 

aner gold, 164. 
- must be calm in orderto see, 103. 
- Omnipresent, 170. 
_ how to concenuate the heart 

on. 185. 
- man cannot live without, 188. 
- source of all holy inspiration, 

297· 
- mind fixed on, never soiled, 305. 

o 

God, meditate on, in solitude, 
30 7. 

- holds us back from temptation, 
310. 

- hears footfall of ant, 313-
- book-learning can give no idea 

of,324. 
- children of, feel no anxiety,. 

336-
- those who depend on, move in 

harmony with will of, 345. 
- perform worldly duties, holding 

fast to, 349. 350. 
- how to love, 360. 
- Indivisible Ever-Existing Bliss, 

363. 
God, attributes of, only realised 

by communion with Him, 18_ 
- - too vast for man's compre

hension, 98. 
God, grace of, purifies sin, 197. 
- - prayers and penances dis

carded when it descends, 199. 
God, greatuess of. man too far 

away to comprehend, 40. 
God, knowledge of, like a man, 

171• 
- - and love, ultimately the 

same, 173. 
God, love of, like a woman, 17', 
God, name of, merit in, 41, 43, 

44· 
- - ecstasy on hearing, 100. 
God, will of, resignation to, 93. 
God, worship of, preaching enough, 

210. . 
Godliness, how. long it remains in 

man, 391. 
Godly men, inspired by God, 297. 
God-men. sonls beyond pale of 

Karman, 142. 
God-vision, how attained, 364-
Gold and brass, how distinguished, 

145· 
- seven iars of, 261. 
Good and bad, sifted by pious 

men, II2, Ill. 
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Goptnatha, beloved, 169. 
Grace, divine, changes men, 193. 
Grace of God, purifies sin, 197. 
- - a breeze always blowing, 

198• 
- - prayers and penances dis

carded, wht'll it descends, 199. 
Great, be low and meek if thoo 

wouldst be, 235. 
Greed brings woe, a61. 
Guhaka K"a.n<Iila of Ramiyana, 

43· . 
Guide, one to be chosen, 146, 14B. 
- spiritnal, more than mere man, 

30a• 
Gurn, guide ta God, 146. 
- sent by Gad, 145. 
- necessary, 147. 
- to be implicitly obeyed, 149. 
- not to be criticised, 149, 152. 
- is Mediator, 150. 
- faith in pOwel'S of, 1M. 
- difference between human 8Ild 

divine, a84-

Habit, power o~ 174-
Hanumlin, monkey- servant of 

Bhagavlin Sri Rimakandra, 303. 
Happiness, divine enjoyment in 

whatever gives, 127. 
- is contentment, 261. 
HarI, personal deity, 31. 
- praise of, efficacious in ex

cludiug Sataa, 4a. 
- 'He who steals our hearts,' 

254-
- mental concentration acquired 

by chanting name of, 308. 
- efficacy in repeating· name of, 

355· 
- tears of ecstasy on hearing 

nnme of, 357. 
Haribala, 'Hari is our strength,' 

254-
Heart, full of vanity, prayer has no 

effect on, 165. 
- power of reading the, 259. 

Heart, pants after God like miser 
after gold, 264. 

- how to concentrate on God, 
285. 

- must be guarded, 299. 
- easily influenced when young, 

335· 
- of man, directed towards God, 

340 • 
- must not swerve from true path, 

.341• 
- consumed with worldly things, 

393• 
Hemp-smoker, no pleasnre in 

smoking alone, 90. 
Hero, true, he who attains per

fection amid temptations of the 
world,375. 

Hindu almanacs and rainfall, 242. 
Hinduism and Brihmaism, 253, 

253· 
Hindus, sects among, 388. 
Holy and wise, companionship of, 

3SS. 
Homa, bird, 60. 
Honey-bee and lIy, contrasted, 

119· 
Human frailties of teacher, to be 

disregarded, 151. 
Humanity must die before Divinity 

manifests itself, 183. 
Humility, virtne of, 235, 336. 
Husbandman and sugar-cane, 

a73· 

Ignorance and kuowledge, com· 
prised under iguorance, 332. 

-leads to diversity, 367. 
Incarnation, 1I00d of, 53. 
Individual existence, lost in ocean 

of Brahman, 308. 
Indra, deity of hand, 144. 
Intelligence, God is, 37. 
Intolerance to be eschewed, a47. 
Iron changed to gold, 73-

Jack-fruit, 329. 
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Jesus, Inner Soul aeparate from 

physical abell, 6,. 
- physical paiD no effect on, 6,. 
Kill, temple of, 1?9-
- goddese, rite of mvoking, 387'. 
Kalpa.wikBha, wishing·tree, 26. 
Karman, heart of God·men be-

yond pale of, 142. 
Kirtikeya, leader of heavenly 

army,222. 
Kite and fish, ,83. 
Knowledge, true, causes egoism 

to disappear, 160. 
- 01 God, like a man, I"', 
- entry only to outer rooms of 

GOd,17 2 • 
- and love, ultimately the same, 

173· 
- true, of one 1IIliversa.l existence, 

219-
- of True, gained by forgetting 

worldly knowledge, 241. 
- and ignorance comprised onder 

Nescience, 332. 
- leads to unity, 367. 
- a little makes a noise, 374-
Krishna, life and exploits or, 

342• 
- and christ, both Avatiras, 

52. 
Kshtra, condensed mi1k, 317. 

LamU, Ceylon, 203. 
Lead, dissolved by mercury, 208. 
Life sacrificed to God by re-

nunciation, 88. 
- of wise man, a religion acted 

out, 157. 
- love of, how conquered, 378. 
Light disperaes darkncsa of cen

tDries, 191. 
- spiritual, illumines true man, ,12. 
- divine, ralls impartially on all 

hearts, 239-
Loadstone rock, ,.5. 

Lord, advent of; preceded by on· 
selfishness, &c., 193-

- prepares heart to ~ve Him, 
194-

- unseen ontil He reveals Him. 
self,196• 

- all mercy, 3II. 
- of Love, repetition of name 04 

354-
Lotus-leaf, like perfect man, 66. 
Love, three kinds of, 168. 
- of God, like a woman, 17'2. 
- and knowledge, ultimately the 

same,173· . 
- of God, heart must be kept 

. full of, 18,.. 
- of life, how conquered, 378. 
Lover of God, ardent and luke

warm,170 • 
Lust and greed, no effect on him 

who has acquired true know
ledge, 180. 

MaMdeva on faith, 388. 
Mahatman and snake, 286. 
Malaya breeze, converts trees to 

sandal-trees, 192. 
Man, emancipated,like burnt rope, 

68. 
- freed by touch of Almighty, 

72 • 
- playing in the world like cWld 

with doll, 81. 
- truly religiollS, DO difference 

when alone, 110. 
- two Egos in, 161. 
- knowledge of God like a, I"', 
- his home at feet of Almighty, 

175· 
- true, illumined with Spiritual 

Light, 212, 339. 
- Soul enchained is, n3. 
- of merit, ulways humble, 236. 
- heated in furUBce of persecution, 

246• 
- cannot live without God, 288. 
- easily led away, 315. 

02 
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Man becomes free when tail of 
ignorance drops off, 395. 

Mantra of Guru to be followed, 
human frailties disregarded, 151. 

Marksman, how trained, 30. 
Maya, screens God from human 

view, 25, 270. 
- ocean of, 45. 
- God intimately connected with, 

64· 
- necessary to life, 71. 
- illusion of, 266. 
- worldly man engrossed in, 267. 
- eyes covered with film of, 270. 
- screen of, 271. 
- flies away as soon as found out, 

277, 321 • 
- limitations of, 278. 
- or Nescience, power of, 312. 
- mask of Brahman, 313. 
- fever of, 3 I 4. 
Men, three sorts of, 137. 
- God in all, 21 5. 
- all not in God. 215. 
- two sorts of, 216. 
- without original thoughts, 260. 
Mercury dissolves lead. 208. 
Mind, concentration of, learnt first 

by fixing it on forms, then on 
the formless, 29, 30. 

- evil propensities of, 229. 
- compass-needle of ship of life, 

.279· 
- difficult to concentrate, 298. 
- fixed on God, never soiled, 

30 5 . 
. - ruled like elephant, 356. 
- invigorated by society of pious, 

372 ,373. 
Miracle-workers, warning against; 

257- ' 
Miracles worked by faith, 154, 

202, 203, 204. 
Mirror, soiled, does not reflect rays 

of sun, 266. 
Money, like water passing under 

a bridge, 67. 

Money, not sole end and aim, 224. 
Moon or 'UncIe Moon,' 153. 
Moth, having seen light never 

returns to darkness, 88. 
Mother, Deity addressed as, 89. 
Mother Divine, worshipped in 

various forms, 6. 
- - why invisible, 271. 
- - protects from temptation, 

377· 
- - prayer to, 382. 
Mountains and plains, different 

view from, 85. 
- under the sea, invisible, 86. 
Mukta, released, 137. 
Mnktapurusha, one who merges 

himself in the Universal Self, 
136• 

Mongoose in house, 175. 
Mutual love, 168. 

Name of God, merit in pronounc
ing, 41 , 43, 44. 

Nlb'ada, Divine Sage, 167. 
Narayana, all water brooded over 

by, 12. 
- every being is, 17. 
Nectar, trough of, makes immorto.l, 

44· . 
Neophyte, hanned by mixing with 

the world, 76. 
- spiritual exercises necessary to, 

133· 
- worldliness in, 384-
Nescience, or Maya, power of, 312. 
- mask of Brahman, 313. 
- knowledge and ignorance com-

prised under, 332. 
Nitya Siddhf4s, ever-perfect, 59, 

60. 

Ocean of Sat-kit-ananda, 186. 
Oyster, pearl, 94. 

Pandits, false, like vultures, r 40 •. 
Parabrahman, mind turned to-

wards, 279. 
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Paramitman and Clvitman, rela-

tWn between, '78, 393-
- contemplation of, 281. 
Paramahamsa, lonl and swan, 64. 
Parents, guardians, and trnstees of 

children, 351. 
Parrot and Divioe Name, liS. 
Parvatt or Eternal Bliss, 388. 
Pearl, how fashioned, 94-
Pelican, not wetted by water, 69. 
Perfect man, in the world but UD-

touched by it, 65, 66, 69 •. 
- - freed from egoism, yet alive, 

68,70 • 
- - observes no caste distinctions, 

118, .219, 330, 221. 
- - reflects image of Almighty, 

240. 
- - influence diffused every-

where, 294-
Perfection, state of, 181. 
Persecution, a tonchstone, 245. 
Persevere nntil help comes, 291. 
Personal God, rises from Imper-

sonal,36• 
Philosopher's stone, 73, 74. 
Pillow-case, man compared with, 

II. 
Pious man, sifts good from bad, 

112, 1I3-
- - dead even in life, 114-
--only temporarily despondent, 

234· 
- - society of, like rice-water, 

369. 
- - makes wicked righteous, 

370 • 
- - drives away Inst and greed, 

371• 
- - invigorates mind, 372, 

373· 
Potter, makes many-shaped vessels 

out ofsame clay, 9. 
Power, comes to those who think 

they have it, 202. 
Prayer, no effect on heart filled 

with vanity, 165. 

Prayer and penance not necessary 
to him who has reached God, 8,. 

- - - discarded when grace of 
God descends, 199. 

Preacher, inspired by God, 211. 
- with undeveloped spirituality, 

347· , 
Preaching, present method of, 209. 
- worthless without inspiration, 

211. 
Property, division of, 38. 
Prophet, why not honoured by hia 

own kinsmen, 231. 
- spirit of, manifests itself at a 

distance, 232. 
- appreciated at a distance, 232, 

233· 
Psychic powers, dangerons, 257. 
Pupil, the, and the elephant, story 

of, 15. 
Pnrinas, defiled by constant re

petition, 276. 
Pore in heart see God, 266. 
Purity precedes advent of the Lord, 

193· ' 
- of holy men, intensifies faults, 

238. 
- difficult to keep in the world, 

385. 

Rima, God, 43. 
- hnman being and Divioity, 55-
Rank and position, no diflerence 

. in Divine sight, 85. 
Ris-flowers, 295. 
RisltIa festival, 295. 
Reliance, natnre of absolute, 344. 
Religion, no effect on worldly 

man, 130. 
- easy to talk, difficult to act, 

156,157. 
- life of wise man, a religion 

acted out, 157. 
- not learnt from books, 242. 
- every, a way to reach God, 

269. 



198 INDEX. 

Religion. rites and ceremonies 
necessary to growth of, 326. 

- every man should follow his 
own, 337. 

Religions, why they degenerate, 
243· 

- respect for other, :is I. 
- all paths leading to trnth, 

25 1• 
Religions preaching, 20g. 
- sentiments, not to be talked 

about, 135. 
Reticence very desirable, 135. 
Rice-water, dissipates intoxication, 

369· 
Rites and ceremonies, necessary 

for growth of religion, 326. 
- - - unnecessary to him who 

hasaUained highest growth, 327. 
Rohitta-fish, 365. 
Rope, retains .corm when burnt, 

but of no use, 6S. 

Sadhakas, few get free, 207. 
Sadhu, the, and the wicked man, 

63· 
- makes no distinction between 

friend and foe, 63. 
- characteristics of, log. 
- the, and the dog, log. 
- false, 143. : 
- trne and false, discovered in 

persecution, 245. 
Sadhus (saints), dispense heavenly 

truths, 225. 
- reflect Light Divine, 239. 
Sage, recognised alone by sage, 

107, lOS. 
- in trance, 108. 
Sages, Divine, like kinsmen of 

God, 61. 
Saint, vanity of, 31S. 
Salt, doll of, 136. 
Salvation got by death of egoism, 

331 • 
Samadhi, trance, lOS. 
- state of bliss, ISS. IS6. 

Sand and sugar, distinguished by 
ant, 112. 

Sandal, trees changed to, by Ma
laya breeze, Ig3. 

Samnyasm, has no home, like a 
snake, 106. ' 

Satan kept out by pr:Lise of Han, 
42• 

Sat-kit-inanda, Ocean of, 186. 
- the Everlasting Intelligent' 

Bliss, 2. 
- various forms, 3. 
- solidified, 36. 
- tree of, 50. 
Savasadhana, rite of invoking god

dess Ka\t, 38;. 
Saviour, carries thousands across 

ocean of Maya, 45. 
- saves all, 46,47,48,54. 
- carries multitudes to feet of 

Almighty,4S• 
- sent to rekindle religion, 51. 
Saviours are to Brahman as waves 

to the sea, 57. • 
Sects and creeds matter nothing, 

200,388• 
- how created, 275. 
- among Hindus, 388. 
Self, universal, 136. 
- merged in Divinity, 206. 
- knowledge of, 231. 
Self-reliance, danger of, 93. 
Selfish love, lowest kind, 168. 
Shepherd women of V rindavana, 

16g. 
Siddha, state to which he attains, 

58. 
- = perfect man and well-cooked 

food, 58. 
- five kinds of, 5g. 
Siddha-purusha like an archaeo

logist, 54. 
Siddhas, save themselves by pain 

and penance, 46, 47, 48. 
- spread knowledge, 216. 
Sieve;wicked man compared to a, 

138• 
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Sin, purged by uttering Name of 

the Almighty, 43. 
- purified by grace of God, 197. 
- neyer concealed, 255. 
Sinner saved by resignation to will 

of God, 195. 
SM, human being and divinity, 55. 
Siva and Vishnu, which the greater, 

141• 
- soul Cree from chain, is, 213. 
- and bigoted worshipper, 249-
Snake and Mahilman, 286. 
Snow,18. 
Soul attracted by magnetism of 

Univenal Consciousness, 75. 
- baving attained Godhead, un· 

influenced by world, 76. 
- immersed in God, 189. 
- loses individual existence in 

ocean of Brahmau, 208. 
- Cree from chain is .s1va, 213. 
- enchained is man, al3. 
- how it stays iu body, 293. 
- re-incamation of, 359. 
Spiritual Light illuminea true man, 

212. 
- progress impossible without dis

criminatiou and dispassion, 352. 
- progress, main elements of, 358. 
.srt Krishna RAdhi, human being 

and divinity, 55. 
Stan, invisible by day, I. 
Stone, impervious to water, 96, 

126,136. 
- doll of, 136. 
Sugar and sand, distinguished by 

ant, 112. 
Sun, power of, 164-
- reflected best from polished 

surfaces, 239, 266-
Sviti, star, 94-
Sviti.rain, 94. 
Swan, pecnliarity of, 64-

Tadpole, 395. 
Tantras, defiled by constant repe. 

tition,276• 

Teachers, cbaunel through which 
light is transmitted, 224. 

Tears, strength of a devotee, 92, 
306• 

- of repentance and bappiness 
How from different comers, 
256. 

Thoughts and words, harmony 
between, 303. . 

. Tiger, God preseut in the, 13. 
Treacle and candy, difference be

tween, 227. 
Truth, uttered by lunatics, druak. 

ards, and children, 39. 
- all religious paths leading to, 

251• 

Universal Consciouaness, mag· 
netism of, 75. 

- Existence, knowledge of, 219. 
- Self; knowledge of, 329. 
Unselfish love, highest kind, 168. 
Uuselfishness precedes advent of 

the Lord, 193. 
Upidhi, limitations, 278. 
Upagurus, many, 147. 

Vairigya, dispassion, 352, 376. 
Vagravintnla tree, seeds of, 232. 
Vanity, death of man, 154-
- like heap of rubbish, 165. 
- of saint, 318. 
Vedas, defiled by constant repeti. 

tion, 276. 
Vishnu or Siva, which the greater, 

141• 
Viveka, discrimination, 352, 376. 
- fire of, 371. 
Vulture, soars high but searches 

for carrion, 140. 

Water, brooded over by Nil!ya"a, 
12. , 

- no effect on stone, 96, 126, 
136. 

- power of walking on, 258. 
- and bubbles are one, 393. 
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V.'icked man, like a sieve, 138. 
- - righteous in society of pions, 

37°· 
Wife and mother, 77. 
Wind, carries all scents, 65. 
Winnowing basket, lIa. 
Wishing·tree (Kalpa·v .. iksha), 26. 
Woe, brought by greed, 261. 
Woman, every woman the Divine 

Mother, 222, 223. 
-love of God like a, 172. 
,Woodcutter and Samnyasin, story 

of, 328. 
Words and thoughts, harmony be

tween, a03. 
World, men who have renounced 

the, 60. 
- perfect man lives in but does 

not mix with, 65, 95. 
- no power over perfect man, 

69· 
- influence on neophyte and more 

advanced mind, 76. 
- no attraction for those who 

have tasted Divine Bliss, 8a. 
- false glitter like a trap, 12 I. 
- easier to enter than renounce, 

121. 
- impossible to attain perfection 

in, 123. 

- like a stage, 123. 
- irresistible attraction of, 175. 
- cares of, weigh down, 214. 
- like imli fruit, 26a. 
- make yourself feared and re-

spected in, 286. 
- aspirant may live in, 301. 
- difference between thosI; who 
, live in and those who renounce, 

381• 

World, those living'in shonld be 
on their guard, 383. 

- contamination of,385. 
Worldliness in neophyte, a84. 
Worldly bond, few freed from, 207. 
Worldly knowledge, to be for-

gotten, 241. 
Worldly man, motive for good 

deeds, lIS, 125. 
- -like spring coshion, 116. 
- - religious feeling evanescent 

in, 116, 117, 119, 296. 
- - heart of, never roused to 

enthnsiasm, 124. 
--nninfluenced by good advice, 

126,127,128, 130 ,131• 
- - characteristics of, 129. 
--fnll of worldly thoughts, 132. 
- - nnchanged by Divine Grace, 

192 • 
- - perfect God shines in partial 

light on mind of, 267. 
- - lose purity by mixing with, 

30 5. 
- - heart filled with worldly 

thoughts and desires, 368. 
- - antipathy to all that savonrs 

of religion, 348. 
- - cannot comprehend ecstasy 

of Divine Communion, 389. 
WorshipofGod,preachingenough, 

210. 

Yaksha, riches of, 261. 
Yoga, difficult to practise, u8. 
Yogin, has no home, like a snake, 

106. 
- like a bee, 119. 

Zemindar, agent of, 370. 
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