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HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

CHAPTER XI. 

THE Revolution had been accomplished. The decrees CH AP. 

of the Convention were everywhere received with sub- XI. 

mission. London, tru~ during fifty eventful years to 1689. 
the cause of -civil freedom and of the reformed religion, William 

was foremost in professing loyalty to the new Sove-· ~~:c~':n~d 
reigns. Garter King at arms, after making proclama- in LODdon. 

tion under the windows of Whitehall, rode in state 
along the Strand to Temple Bar. He was followed by 
the maces of the two Houses, by the two Speakers, Hali-
fax and Powle, and by a long train of coaches filled 
with noblemen and gentlemen. The magistrates of the 
City threw open their gates and joined the procession. 
Four regiments of militia lined the way up Ludgate 
Hill, round Saint Paul's Cathedral, and along Cheapside. 
The streets, the balconies, and the very housetops were 
crowded with gazers. All the steeples from the Abbey 
to the Tower sent forth a joyous din. The proclamation 
was repeated, with sound. of trumpet, in front of the 
Royal Exchange, amidst the shouts of the citizens. 

In the evening every window from Whitechapel to Pic
cadilly was lighted up. The state rooms of the palace 
were thrown open,and were filled by a gorgeous company 
of courtiers desirous to kiss the hands of the King and 
Queen. The Whigs assembled there, flushed with victory 
and prosperity. There were 'among them some who 
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2 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

CHAP. might be pardoned if a vindictive feeling mingled witl 
XI. . their joy. The most deeply injured of all who had sur 

1689. vived the evil times was absent. Lady Russell, whill 
her ftiends were crowding the galleries of Whitehal1 
remained in her retreat, thinking of 'one who, if he hal 
been still living, would have held no undistinguishe< 
place in the ceremonies of that great day. But, he: 
daughter, who had a few months before become thl 
wife of Lord Cavendish, was presented to the royal pai: 
by his mother the Countess of Devonshire. A letter i: 
still extant in which the young lady described with grea 
vivacity the roar of the populace, the blaze in the streets 
the throng in the presence chamber, the beauty of Mary 
and the expression which ennobled and softened th4 
harsh features of William. But the most interestin~ 
passage is that in which the orphan girl avowed thE 
stern delight with which she had witnessed the tardJ 
punishment of her father's murderer .... 

Rejoicings The example of London was followed by the provin 
throughout cial townS. During three weeks the Gazettes were fillec England. . 

with accounts of the solemnities by which the publi( 
joy manifested itself, cavalcades of gentlemen and yeo· 
men, processions of Sheriffs and Bailiffs in scarlet gowns. 
musters of zealous Protestants with orange flags anc 
ribands, salutes, bonfires, illuminations,' music, balls. 
dinners, gutters running with ale and conduits spoutin~ 
claret·t 

Rejoicings . Still more cordial was the rejoicing among thE 
in Hol1aod. Dutch, when they learned that the first minister oj 

• • Letter from Lady Cavendish to 
Sylvia. Lady Cavendish, like most 
of the clever girls of that genera~ 
tion, had Scudery's romances always 
in her head. She is Dorinda ~ her 
correspondent, supposed to be her 
cousin Jane Allington, is Sylvia: 
William is Ormanzor, and Mary Phe
nixana. London Gazette, Feb. 1'4. 
168t; Narcissus Luttrell's Diary. 

Luttrell's Diary, which I shall ver, 
often quote, is in the library of AU 
Souls' College. I am greatly obligee] 
to. the Warden for the kindness witb 
which he allowed me access to thi! 
valuable manuscript. 

t See the London Gazettes oj 
February and March 168';', and 
Narcissus Luttrell's Diary. 



WILLIAM AND MARY. 

their ~mmonwealth had been raised to a throne. On CHAP. 

the very day of his accession he had written to assure XL 

the States General that the change in his situation had 1689. 

made no change in the affection which he bore to 
his native land, and that his new dignity would, he 
hoped, enable him to discharge his old duties more 'Cffi~ 
dently than ever. That oligarchical party, which had 
always been hostile to the doctrines of Calvin and to 
the House of Orange, muttered faintly that His Majesty 
ought to resign the St.adtholdership. But all such 
mutterings were drowned by the acclamations of a 
people proud of the genius and success of their great 
countryman. A' day of thanksgiving was appointed. 
In all-the cities of the Seven Provinces the public joy 
manifested itself by festivities of which the expense was 
chiefly defrayed by voluntary gifts. Every class assisted. 
The poorest labourer could help to set up an arch of 
triumph, or to bring sedge to a bonfire. Even the 
ruined Huguenots of France could contribute the aid of 
their ingenuity. One art. which they had carried with 
them into banishment was the art of making fireworks; 
and they now, in honour of the victorious champion of 
t.heir faith, lighted up the canals of Amsterdam with 
showers of splendid constellations. - . 

To superficial observers it might well seem that 
William was, at this time, one of the most enviable of 
human beings. He was in truth one of the most 
anxious and unhappy. He well knew that the diffi. 
culties of his task were only beginning. Already that 
dawn which had lately been so bright was' overcast; 
and many signs portended a dark and stormy day. ", 

It was observed that two important classes took little Diseontent 

or no part in the festivities by which~ all over England, ~~;:; d 

the inauguration of the new government was celebrated. of tho an 
army. 

• Wagenaar, Ixi. He quotes the April 11. 1689; Monthly Mercury 
proceedings of the States of the 2nd for April, 1689. 
?f March, 1689. London Gazette" . .' 
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HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

Very seldom could either a priest or a soldier be seen 
in the assemblages which gathered round the market 
crosses where the King and Queen were proclaimed. 
The professional pride both of the clergy and of the 
army had been deeply wounded. The doctrine of non
resistance had been dear to the Anglican divines. It 
was their distinguishing badge. It was their favourite 
theme. If we. are to judge by that portion of their 
oratory which has come down to uSr they had preached 
about the duty of passive obedience at least as often and 
as zealously as about the Trin.ity or the Atonement.:I 
Their attachment to their political creed had indeed 
been severely tried, and had, during a short time, 
wavered. But with the tyranny of James the. bitter 
feeling which that tyranny had excited' among them 
had passed away. The parson of a parish was naturally 
unwilling to join in what was really a triumph over 
those principles which, during twenty eight years, his 
flock had heard him proclaim on every anniversary of 
the Martyrdom and on every anniversary of the Re. 
storation. 

The soldiers, too, were discontented. They hated 
Popery indeed; and they had not loved the banished 
King. But they keenly felt that, in the short campaign 
which had decided the fate of their country, theirs had 
been an inglorious part. Forty fine regiments, a re
gular army such as had never before marched to battle 
under the royal standard of England, had retreated 
precipitately before an invader, and had then, without 
a struggle, submitted to him. That great force had 
been absolutely of no account in the late change, had 
done nothing tow~rds keeping William out, and had 

• "I may be positive:' says and 'tis hard to say whether Jesus 
a writer who had been educated Christ or King Charles the Fil'6t 
at 'Vestminster School, "where I were oftener mentioned and magni
.heard one sermon of repentance, fled." Bisset's Modern Fanatick, 
faith, and the renew~ng of the Holy 1710. 
Ghost, I heard three of the othe~; 



WILLIAM AND MARY. 

done nothing towards bringing him in. The clowns, CHAP. 

who, armed with pitchforks and mounted on carthorses, XL 

had straO'gled in the train of Lovelace or Delamere, had ] 689. 

borne a ~eater part in the Revolution than those splen-
did household troops, whose plumed hats, embroidered 
coats, and curvetting chargers the Londoners had so 
often seen with admiration in Hyde Park. The morti
fication of the army was increased by the taunts of the 
foreigners, taunts which neither orders nor punishments 
could entirely restrain.· At several places the anger 
which a brave and highspirited body of men might, in 
such circumstances, be expected to feel, showed itself in 
an ala:rming manner. A battalion which lay at Ciren-
cester put out the bonfires, huzzaed for King James; 
and drank confusion to his daughter and his nephew. 
The garrison of Plymouth disturbed the rejoicings of 
the County of Cornwall: blows were exchanged; and a 
man was killed in the fray. t 

The ill humour of the clergy and of the army could Rea~tion of 

not but be noticed by the most heedless; for the clergy !~~hC feel

and the army were distinguished from other· classes by 0 

obvious peculiarities of garb. "Black coats and red 
coats," said a vehement Whig in the House of Commons, 
"are the curses of the nation." l But the discontent 
was not confined to the black coats and the red co:its. 
The enthusiasm with which men of all classes had wel-
comed William to London at Christmas had greatly 
abated before the close of February. The new king 
had, at the very moment at which his fame and fortune 
reached the highest point, predicted the coming reaction. ~ 
That reaction might, indeed, have been predicted by a 
less sagacious obseI'l'er of human affairs. For it is to. 
b~ c~iefiy ascribed to a law as certain as the laws which 

• Paris Gazette, J;:'b.~ ]689. Feb. 26. 168t; Boscawen's speech, 
Orange Gazette, London, J~n. JO. March I,; .Narcissus Luttrell's Di-
168~. ary, }'eb.28-27. 

t Grey's Debates; Howe'sspecch; : Grey's Debates ; Feb. 26. 168l. 
a3 



f) H~S'l:ORY .OF ENGLAND. 

CHAP. r~gulate the succession of the seasons and the course of 
XI. the trade winds. It is the nature of man to overrate 

1689. present evil, and to underrate present good; to long for 
what he has not, and to be dissatisfied with what he has. 
This propensity, as it appears in individuals, has often 
been noticed both by laughing and by weeping philo
sophers. It was a favourite theme of Horace and of 
Pascal, of Voltaire and of Johnson. To its influence 
on the fate of great communities may be ascribed most 
of the revolutions and counterrevolutions recorded in 
history. A hundred generations have elapsed since the 
first great national emancipation, of which an accoUnt 
has come down to us. . We read in the most ancient of 
books that a people bowed to the dust under a cruel 
yoke, scourged to toil by hard taskmasters, not supplied . 
with straw, yet compelled to furnish the daily tale of 
bricks, beca.me sick of life, and raised such a cry of 
misery as pierced the heavens, The slaves were wonder
fully set free: at the moment of their liberation they 
raised a song of gratitude and triumph: but, in a few . 

. hours, they began to regret their slavery, and to murmur 
against the leader who had decoyed them away from the 
savoury fare of the ho1l.se of bondage to the dreary waste 
which still separated them from the land flowing with 
milk and honey. Since that time the history of every 
great deliverer has been the history of Moses retold. 
Down to the present hour rejoicings like those on the 
shore of the Red Sea have ever been speedily followed 
by murmurings like those at the Waters of Strife." The 
most just and salutary revolution must produce much 
suffering. The most just and salutary revolution cannot 
prodU(:;e all the g00d that, had been expected from it 

• This illustration is repeated to murers. lVilliam is Moses; Corah, 
~tiety in sermons and pamphlets Dathan amI Abiram, rionjuring 
of the time of William the Third. Bishops; Balaam, I think, Dryden; 
There is a poor imitatiOll of Absa_ and Phinehas Shrewsbury. 
10m I\nd Ahitophel entitled the :VIur-
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by men 01 uninstructed minds and sanguirie· tempers. CHAP. 

Even the wisest cannot, while it is still recent, weigh XI. 

quite fairly the evils which it has caused' against the 1689. 
evils which it has removed. For the evils which it has 
caused are felt; and the evils which it ·has removed are 
felt no longer. 

Thus it was now in England. The public was, as 
it always is during the cold fits which follow:its hot 
fits, sullen, hard to please, dissatisfied with itself, dis
satisfied with those who had lately been its favourites. 
The truce between the two great parties was at an 
end. Separated by the memory of all that had· been 
done and suffered during a conflict of half a century, 
they had been, during a.few months, united by a com
mon danger. But the danger was over: the union was 
dissolved; and the old animosity broke forth again in 

'1 

all its strength. . 
James had, during the last year of his teign, been TeD?~er. of 

even more hated by the Tories than by the Whigs;-and the lorles. 

not without cause: for to the Whigs he was only an 
enemy; and to the Tories he had been a faithless and 
thankless friend. But the old royalist feeling, which 
had seemed to be extinct in the time of his lawless 
domination, had been partially revived by his mis
fortunes. Many lords and gentlemen, who had, in 
December, taken arms for the Prince of Orange and a 
Free Parliament, muttered, two months later, that they 
had been drawn in; that they had trusted too much to 
His Highness's Declaration; that they had giyen him 
credit for a disinterestedness which, it now appeared,. 
was not in his nature. They had meant to put on 
King James, for his own good, some gentle force, to 
punish the Jesuits and renegades who had misled him, 
to obtain from him some guarantee for the safety of 
the civil and ecclesiastical institutions of the realm, 
but not to uncrown and banish him. For his .mal
administration, gross as it had been,excuses were 
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found. Was it strange that, driven from his native 
land, while still a boy, by rebels who were a disgrace 
to the Protestant name, and forced to pass his youth 
in countries where the Roman Catholic religion was 
established, he should' have been captivated by that 
most attractive of all superstitions? Was it strange 
that, persecuted and calumniated as he had been by an 
implacable faction, his disposition should· have become' 
sterner and more severe than it had once been thought, 
and that, when those who had tried to blast his honour 
and to rob him of his birthright were at length in his 
power, he should not have sufficiently tempered justice 
with mercy? As to the worst charge which had been 
brought against him, the charge of trying to cheat his 
daughters out of their inheritance by fathering a sup
posititious child, on what grounds did it rest? Merely 
on slight circumstances, such as might well be imputed 
to accident; or to that imprudence which was but too 
much in harmony with his character. Did ever the 
most stupid country justice put a boy in the stocks 
without requiring stronger evidence than that on which 
the English people had pronounced their King guilty of 
the basest and most odious of all frauds? Some great 
faults he had doubtless committed: nothing could be 
more just or constitutional than that for those faults his 
advisers and tools should be called to a severe reckoning; 
nor did any of those adv~aers and tools more richly 
deserve punishment than the Roundhead sectaries whose 
adulation had encouraged him to persist in the fatal 
exercise of the dispel1sing power. It was a fundamental 
law of the land that the King could do no wrong, and 
that, if wrong were done by his authority, his coun
sellors and agents were responsible. That great rule, 
essential to our polity, was now inverted. The syco
phants, who were legally punishable, enjoyed impunity: 
the King, who was not lC'gally punishable, was punh,hed 
with merciless severity. Was it pos:sible for the Cuyalicrs 
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of EnO'land, the sons of the warriors who had fought 
under °Rupert, not to feel bitter sorrow and indignation 
when they reflected on the fate of their rightful liege 
lord, the heir of a long line of princes, lately enthroned 
in splendour at Whitehall, now an exile, a suppliant, a 
mendicant? His calamities had been greater than even 
those of the Blessed Martyr from whom he sprang. 
The father had been slain by avowed and mortal foes: 
the ruin of the son had been the work of his own 
children. Surely the punishment, even if de~erved, 
should have been inflicted by other hands. And was it 
altogether deserved? Had not the unhappy man beeb 
rather weak and rash than wicked? Had he not some 
of the qualities of an excellent prince? His abilities 
were certainly not Of a high order: but he was diligent: 
he was thrifty: he had fought bravely: he had been his 
own minister for maritime affairs, and had, in that 
capacity, acquitted himself respectably: he had, till 
his spiritual guides obtained a fatal ascendency over 
his mind, been regarded as a mali of strict justice; 
and, to the last, when he was not misled by them, he 
generally spoke truth and dealt fairly. With so many 
virtues he might, if he had been a Protestant, nay, if he 
had been a moderate Roman Catholic, have had a pros
perous and glorious reign. Perhaps it might not be too 
late for him to retrieve his errors. It wasdi:fficult to. 
believe that he could be so Elull and perverse as not to 
have profited by the terrible· discipline which he .had 
recently undergone; and, if that discipline had produced 
the effects which might reasonably be expected from it; 
England might still enjoy, under her legitimate ruler, a 
larger measure of happiness and tranquillity than she 
could expect from the .administration of the best and 
ablest usurper. 

We should do great injustice to those who held this 
language, if we ~upposed that they had, as a body, 
ceased to regard Popery and despotism with abhorrence. 
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,Some zealots might indeed be found who could notl 
bear the thought of imposing conditions on their 
King, and who were ready to recall .. him without the 
smallest assurance that the Declaration of Indulgence 
should not be instantly republished, that the High 
Commission should not be instantly revived, that Petre 
should not be again seated at the Council Board, and 
that the fellows of " Magdalene should not again be 
ejected. But the number of these men was small. On 
the oth;er hand, the number of those Royalists, who, if 
James would have acknowledged his mistakes and pro
niised to observe the laws, were ready to rally round 
him, was very large. It is. a remarkable fact that two 
able and experienced statesmen, who had borne a chief 
part in the Revolution, frankly acknowledged, a few 
days after the Revolution had been accomplished, their 
apprehension that lit Restoration was close at hand. 
"If King James were a Protestant," said Halifax to 
Reresby, "we could not keep him out four months." "If 
King James," said Danby to the same person about the 
same time, "would but give the country some satisfaction 
about religion, which he might easily do, it would be 
very hard to make head against him."" Happily for 
England, James was, as usual, his own worst enemy. 
No word indicating that he took blame to himself on 
account of the past, or that he intended to govern 
constitutionally for the future, could be e~tracted from 
him. Every letter, every rumour, that found its way 
from Saint Germains to England ma~e men of sense 
fear that, if, in his present temper, he should be restored 
to power, the second tyranny would be worse than the 
first. Thus the Tories, as a body, were forced to admit, 
very unwillingly, that there w.as, at that moment, no 
choice but between William and public ruin. They 
therefore, without altogether relinquishing the hope that 

• Rercsby's Memoirs. 
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he who was King by right might at,some future time' ~~tP. 
be disposed to listen to reason, and without feeling any 
thing like loyalty towards him who was King in posses- 1689. 

sion, discontentedly endured the new government. 
It may be doubted whether that government was not, Temper of 

during the first months of its existence, in more danger the Whigs. 

from the affection of the Whigs than from the disaffection, 
of the Tories. Enmity can hardly be more annoying 
than querulous, jealous; exacting fondness; and such was 
the fondness which the Whigs felt for the Sovereign of 
their choice. They were loud in his praise. They were 
ready to suppo~ him with purse and sword against 
foreign and domestic foes. But their attachment to ~ 
was of a peculiar kind. Loyalty such as had animated 
the gallant gentlemen who fought for Charles the First, 
loyalty sue}:! as had rescued Charles the Second from the 
fearful dangers and difficulties caused by twenty years 
of maladministration, was not a sentiment to which the 
doctrines of Milton. and Sidney were favourable ; nor 
was it a sentiment which a prince, just raised to power 
by a rebellion, could hope to inspire. The Whig theory 
of government is that kings exist for the people, and 
not the people for the kings ;. that the right of a king 
is divine in no other sense than that. in which the 
right of a member of parliament, of a. judge, of a jury-
man, of a mayor, of a headborough, is divine; that, 
while the chief magistrate governs according to law, 
he ought to be obeyed and reverenced ;. that, when he 
violates the law, he ought to be withstood ; and that, 
when he violates the law grossly, systematically and 
pertinaciously, he ought to be deposed. . On the truth 
of these principles depended the justice of William's 
title to the throne. It is obvious that the relation 
between subjects who held these principles, and a ruler' 
whose accession had been the triumph of these principles, 
must have been altogether different from the relation 
which had subsisted between the Stuarts and the Cava-
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, liers. The Whigs . loved William indeed: but they lov 
. him not as a King, but as a party leader; and it w 
not difficult to foresee that their enthusiasm would co 
fast if he should refuse to be the mere leader of the 
party, and should attempt to be King of the whole natio 
What they expected from him in return for their d 
votion to his cause was that he should be one of the 
selves, a stanch and ardent Whig; that he shoull 
show favour to none but Whigs; that he should mak 
all the old grudges of the Whigs his own; and ther 
was . but too much reason to apprehend that, if h 
disappointed this expectation, the only section of th 
community which was· zealous in his cause would b 
estranged from him. * . 

Such were the difficulties by which, at the moment 0 

his elevatlon, he found himself beset. Where there wa 
a good path he had seldom failed to choose it. But no~ 
he had only a choice among paths every one of whicl 
seemed likely to lead to destruction. From one factiOl 
he could hope for no cordial support. The cordial sup 
port of the other faction he could retain only by be 
coming himself the most factious man in his kingdom, l 
Shaftesbury on the throne. If he persecuted the Torie~ 
their sulkiness would infallibly be turned into fury. I 
he showed favour to the Tories, it was by no mean 
certain that he would gain their goodwill; and it wa: 
but too probable that he might lose his hold on thl 
hearts of the Whigs. Something however he must do 
something he must risk: a Privy Council must h 
sworn in: all the great offices, political and judicial 
must be filled. It was impossible to make an arrange 

.• Here, and in many other places, of William the Third, have beel 
I abstain from citing authorities, derived, not from any single work 
because my authorities are too nu- but Jrom thousands of forgottel 
merous to cite. My notions of the tracts, sermons, and satires; in faci 
temper and relative position of poli- from a whole literature which i 
tical and religious parties in the reign mouldering in oltllibraries. 
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ment that would please every body, and difficult to CHAP. 

make an arrangement that would please any body; but Xl. 

an arrangement must be made. 1689-
What is now called a ministry he did not think of Ministerial 

~ . I d d h' 11 d .. arrauge-lormmg. n ee w at IS nowea e a mlDlstry was never menta. 

known in England till he had been some years on the 
throne. Under the Plantagenets, the Tudors, and th~ 
Stuarts, there had been ministers; but there had been 
no ministry. The servants of the Crown were not, as 
now, bound in frankpledge for each other. They were not 
expected to be of the same opinion even on questions of 
the gravest importance. Often they were politically 
and personally hostile to each other, and made no secret 
of their hostility. It was not yet felt to be inconvenient 
or unseemly that they should accus~ each other of high 
crimes, and demand each other's heads. No man had 
been more active in the impeachment of the Lord 
Chancellor Clarendon than Coventry, who was· a Com~ 
missioner of the Treasury. No man had been more 
active in the impeachment of the Lord Treasurer 
Danby than Winnington, who was Solicitor General. 
Among the members of the Government there was only 
one point of union, their common head, the Sovereign. 
The nation considered him as the proper chief of 
the administration, and blamed him severely if he 
delegated his high functions to any subject. Cl~r~A! 
don has told. us that. nothing was. so hateful to the 
Englishmen of his time .l!-s aPz:ime, ¥mister.· . They 
would rather, he said, be subject to- an usurper like 
Oliver, who was first magistrate in fact as well· as in 
name, than to a legitimate King who referred them to 
a Grand Vizier. One of the chief accusations which 
the country party had brought againt Charles the 
Second was that he was too indolent and too fond of 
pleasure to examine with care the balance sheets of 
public accountants and the inventories of military stores. 
James, when he came to the croWD, had determined to. 
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CHAP. appoint no Lord High Admiral or Board of Admiralty, 
XI. and to keep the entire direction of maritime affairs in 

1689. his own hands; and this arrangement, which would 
now be thought by men of all parties unconstitutional 
and pernicious. in the highest degree, was then gene
rally applauded even by people who were not inclined 
to see his conduct in a favourable light. How com
pletely the relation in which the King stood to his 
Parliament and to his ministers had been altered by 
the Revolution was not at first understood even by the 
most enlightened statesmen. It was universally sup
posed that the government would, as in time past, be 
conducted by functionaries independent of each other, 
and that William would exercise a general superinten
dence over them ap. It was also fully expected that 
a prince of William's capacity and experience would 
transact much important business without having re
course to any adviser~ 

William There were therefore no complaints when it was 
hi~ ?wu understood that he had reserved to himseH: the direc-
mlDlsterfor. f J.' • - _Jr.' Th' . d d I 
fore.ign tlOn 0 J.orelgn l;W.laIrs. IS was III ee scarce y mat-
IIffall"So ter of choice: for, with the single exception of Sir 

William Temple, whom nothing would induce to quit 
his retreat for public life, there was nO" Englishman 
who had proved himself capable of conducting an im
portant negotiation with foreign powers to a successful 
and honourable issue. Many years had elapsed since 
England had interfered with weight and dignity in tl1e 
affairs of the great commonwealth of nations. The at
tention of the' ablest English politicians had long been 
almost exclusively occupied by disputes concerning the 
civil and ecclesiastical constitution of their own country. 
The contests about the Popish Plot and the Exclusion 
Bill, the Habeas Corpus Act and the Test Act, had 
produced anab"undance, it might almost be said a glut, 
of those talents which raise men to eminence in societies 
torn by, internal factions. All the Continent could not 
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show such skilful and wary leaders of parties, such dex· 
tcrous parliamentary tacticians, such ready and eloquent 
debaters, as were assembled at Westminster. But a 
very different training was necessary to fot;D a great 
minister for foreign affairs; and the Revolutlon had on 
a sudden placed England in a. situation in which the 
services of a great minister for foreign affairs were in~ 
dispensable to her. 

William was admirably qualified to supply that in 
which the most accomplished statesmen of his kingdom 
were deficient. He had long been preemi.D.ently dis~ 
tinmnshed as a negotiator. He was the author and 
the

O 

soul of the European coalition against the French 
ascendency. The clue, without which it was perilous 
to enter the vast and intricate maze of Continental 
politics, was in his hands. His English counsellor~, 
therefore, however able and active, seldom, during his 
reign, ventured to meddle with that part of tlie public 
business which he had taken as his peculiar province. «-

The internal governinent of England could be carried 
on only by the. advice and agency of English ministers. 
Those ministers William selected in such a manner as 
showed that he was determined not to proscribe any set 
of men who were willing to support his throne. On 
the day after the crown had been presented to him. in 
the Banqueting House, the Privy Council was sworn in. 
Most of the Councillors were Whigs; but the names of 
several eminent Tories appeared in the list. t The four 
highest offices in the state were assigned to four. noble. 
men, the representatives of four classes. of politicians. 

In practical ability and official experience Danby had 
no superior among his contemporaries. To the grati
tude of the new Sovereigns he had a st~ong claim; for 

• The following passage in a tract 
of that time expresses the genera:l 
opinion. "He has better knowledge 
of foreign affairs than we have; but 
in English business it is no dis-

honour to hiUl to·· he told his'rela
tion to us, the nature of it, and what 
is fit for him to do." _ All Honest 
Commoner's Speech. 

t London Gazette,.Feb.18.1681. 

15 

CHAP • 
. XL 

.1689. 

Danby. 



16 

CHAP. 
XI. 

1689. 

HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

it was by his dexterity that their marriage had bee 
brought about in spite of difficulties which had seeme 
insuperable. The enmity which he had always born 
to France was a scarcely less powerful recommendatior 
He had signed the invitation of the thirtieth of Jun( 
had eXcited and diTected the northern insurrection, ani 
had, in the Convention, exerted all his in:fl.uence and elo 
quence in opposition to the scheme of Regency. Ye 
the Whigs regarded him. with unconquerable distrus 
and aversion. They could not forget that he had, iJ 
evil days, been the first minister of the state, the hea< 
of the Cavaliers, the champion of prerogative, the per 
secutor of dissenters. Even in becoming a rebel, h. 
had not ceased to be a Tory. If he had drawn thE 
sword againsttheCr.own, he had drawn it only in defenci 
of the Church. If he had, in the Convention, donE 
good by opposing the scheme of Regency, he hac 
done harm by obstinately maintaining that the thronE 
was not vacant, and that the Estates had no righ1 
to determine who should :fill it. The Whigs werE 
therefore of opinion that he ought to think himselj 
amply rewarded for his recent merits by being suffere~ 
to escape the punishment of those offences for wLicb 
he had been impeached ten years before. He, on thE 
other hand, estimated his own abilities and servicesl 

which were doubtless considerable, at their full valuel 

and thought himself entitled to the great place of Lord 
High Treasu.rer, which he had formerly held. But he 
was disappointed. William, on principle, thought it 
desirable to divide the power and patronage of. the 
Treasury among several Commissioners. He was the 
first English King who never, from the beginning to the 
end of his reign, trusted. the white staff in the hands 
of a single subject. Danby was offered his choice 
between the Presidency of the Council and a Secretary
ship of State. He sullenly accepted the Presidency, 
and, while the Whigs murmured at seeing him placed 
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so high, hardly attempted to con,ceal hi" ~nger at not c~tP. 
having been placed higher.· 

Halifax, the most illustrious man of that small party 1689. 

which boasted that it kept the balance even between Halifax. 

Whigs an<1 Tories, took charge of the Privy Seal, and 
continued to be Speaker of the House of Lords. t He 
had been foremost in strictly legal opposition to the 
late Government, and had spoken and written with 
great ability against the dispensing power: but he had 
refused to know any thing about the desi2:D of invasion: 
he. had laboured, even when the Dutch were in full 
march towards London, to effect a reconciliation; and 
he had never deserted James till James had deserted 
the throne. But, from the moment of that shameful 
flight, the sagacious Trimmer, convinced -that com
promise was thenceforth impossible, had taken a de-
cided part. He had distinguished himself preeminently 
in the Convention: nor was it without a peculiar 
propriety that he had been appointed to the honour-
able office of tendering the crown, in the name of all 
the Estates of England, to the Prince and Princess of 
Orange; for our Revolution, as far as it can be said to 
bear the character of any single mind, . assuredly bears 
the character of the large yet cautious mind of Halifax. 
The Whigs, however, were not in a temper to accept a 
recent service as an atonement for an old offence; and 
the offence of Halifax had been grave indeed. He had 
long before been conspicuous in their front rank during 
a hard fight for liberty. When they were at length 
victorious, when it seemed that Whitehall was at their 
mercy, when they had a near prospect of dominion 
and revenge, he had changed sides ; and fortune had 
changed sides with him. In the great_ debate on the 
Exclusion Bill, his eloquence had struck them dumb, 
and had put new life into the inert and desponding 

• London Gazette, Feb. IS. 16S3 ; 
Sir J. Reresby'. Memoirs. 

VOL.nt. 

t London Gazette, Feb. IS. 16Si; 
Lords' Journals. 

C 
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party of the Court.· It was true that, though hE 
had left them in the day of their insolent prosperity: 
he had returned to them in the day of their distress, 
But, now that their distress was over, they forgo1 
that he had returned to them, and remembered only 
that he had left them .... 

The vexation with which they saw Danby presiding 
in the Council, and Halifax bearing the Privy Seal, wa~ 
not diminished by the news that N ottingham wa~ 
appointed Secretary of State. Some of those zealom 
churchmen who had never ceased to profess the doctrine 
of nonresistance, who thought the Revolution unjusti. 
fiable, who had voted for a Regency, and who had t(] 
the last maintained that the English throne could nevel 
be one moment vacant, yet conceived it to be their duty 
to submit to the decision of the Convention. They 
had not, they said, rebelled against James. They had 
not selected William. But, now that they saw on the 
throne a Sovereign whom they never would have placed 
there, they were of opinion that no law, divine or hu
man, bound them to carry the contest further. They 
thought that they found, both in the Bible and in the 
Statute Book, directions which could not be misunder
stood. The Bible enjoins obedience to the powers that 
be. The Statute Book contains .an act providing that 
no subject shall be deemed a wrongdoer for adhering 
to the King in possession. On these grounds many, 
who had not concurred in setting up the new govern
ment, believed that they might give it their support 
without offence to God or man. One of the most 
eminent politicians of this school was Nottingham. At 
his instance the Convention had, before the throne was 
:filled, made such changes· in the oath of allegiance as 
enabled. him and those who agreed with him to take 
that oath without scruple. "My principles," he said, 

• Burnet, ii. 4. 
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"do not permit me to bear any part in making a King. CHAP. 

But when a King has been made, my principles bind XL 

me to pay him an obedience more strict than he can 1689. 

expect from those who have made him." He now, to 
the surprise of some of those who most esteemed him, 
consented to sit in the council, and to accept the seals 
of Secretary. William doubtless hoped that this ap,· 
pointment would be considered by the clergy and the 
Tory country gentlemen as a sufficient guarantee that 
no evil was meditated against the Church. Even 
Burnet, who at a later period felt a strong antipathy 
to Nottingham, owned, in some memoirs written soon 
after the Revolution, that the King had judged well, 
and that the influence of the Tory Secretary, honestly 
exerted in support of the new Sovereigns, had saved 
England from great calamities." 

The other Secretary was Shrewsbury.t No man so Shrews 

young had within living memory occupied so high a' bury. 

post in the government. He had but just completed 
his twenty eighth year. Nobody, however, except the 
solemn formalists at the Spanish embassy, thought his 
youth an objection to his promotion.: He had already 

• These memoin will be found in afterwards thought it advisable to 
a manuscript volume, which is part suppress, and some judgments which 
of the Harleian Collection, and is he afterwards saw cause to alter. I 
numbered 6584. They are, in fact, must own that I generally like his 
the first outline. of a great part of first thoughts best. Whenever his 
Burnet's History of His Own Times. History is reprinted, it ought to be 
The dates at which the different carefully collated with this volume. 
portion. of thi. most curiou. and When I refer to the Burnet MS. 
intereating book were composed are Harl. 6584, I wish the reader .to 
marked. Almost the whole was understand that the MS. contains 
written before the death of Mary. something which is not to be found 
Burnet did not begin to prepare in the History. 
his History of William's reign for As to Nottingham's appointment, 
the press till ten yean later. By see Burnet, ii. 8; the London Ga
that time hiB opinions, both of men zette of March 7. 168l; and CIa
and of things, had undergone great rendon's Diary of Feb. 15. 
changes. The value of the rough t London Gazette, Feb.18,168&. 
draught is therefore very great: for t Don Pedro de Ronquillo makes 
it contains Borne facta wl,ich he this objection. 

c 2 
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CHAP. secured for himself a place in history· by the conspi-
XI. cuous part which he had taken in the deliverance 

1689. of his country. His talents, his accomplishments, his 
graceful manners, his bland temper, made him gene
rally popular. By the Whigs especially he was almost 
adored. . None suspected that, with many great and 
many amiable qualities, he had such faults both of head 
and of heart as would make the rest of a life which 
had opened under the fairest auspices burdensome to 
himself and almost useless to his country. 

The Board The naval administration and the financial admini
~~~~mi- stration were confided to Boards. Herbert was First 

Commissioner of the Admiralty. He had in the late 
reign. given up wealth and dignities when he found 
that. he could not retain them with honour and with a 
good conscience. He had carried the memorable in
vitation. to the Hague. He had commanded the Dutch 
fleet during the voyage from Helvoetsluys to Torbay. 
His character for courage and professional skill stood 
ltigh. That he had had his follies and vices was 
well known. But his recent conduct in the time of 
severe trial had aton~d for all, and seemed to warrant, 
tb~ hope that his future career would be glorious. 
Among· the commissioners who sate with him at the 
Admiralty were two distinguished members of the 
House of Commons, William Sacheverell, a veteran 
Whig, who had great authority in his party, and Sir 
John Lowther, an honest and very moderate Tory, who 
in fortune and parliamentary interest was among the 
first of the English gentry.'" 

The Board Mordaunt, one of the most vehement of the Whigs, was 
~!~~ea- placed at the head of the Treasury; why, it is difficult 

to say. His romantic courage; his flighty wit, his eccen
. tric invention, his love of desperate risks and startling 
. effects, were not qualities likely to be of much use to 

him in financial calculations and negotiations. Delamere, 
• London Gazette. March 11. 168~. 
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a more vehement Whig, if possible, than Mordaunt, CH A.P. 

sate second at the board, and was Chancellor of the Ex- XI. 

chequer. Two Whig members of the House of Commons 1689. 

were in the Commission, Sir Henry Capel, brother of that 
Earl of Essex who died by his own hand in the Tower, 
and Richard Hampden, son of the great leader of the 
Long Parliament. But the Commissioner on whom the 
chief weight w business lay was G~~b-in. This man, 
taciturn, clearminded, laborious, inoffensive, zealous 
for no government and useful to every government, ' 
had gradually become an almost indispensable part of 
the machinery of the state. Though a churchman, he 
had prospered in a Court governed by Jesuits. Though 
he had voted for a Regency, he was the real head of a 
treasury :filled with Whigs. His abilities and know-
ledge, which had in the late reign supplied the defi
ciencies of Bellasyse and Dover, were now needed to 
supply the deficiencies of Mordaunt and Delamere. «= 

There were some difficulties in disposing of the The Great 

Great Seal. The King at first wished to confide it to Seal. 

Nottingham, whose father had borne it during several 
years with high reputation. t N ottingham,however, 
declined the trust ; and it was offered to Halifax, but 
was again declined. Both these Lords doubtless felt 
that it was a trust which they eould not discharge with 
honour to themselves or with advantage to the public. 
In old times, indeed, the Seal had been generally held 
by persons who were not lawyers. Even in the seven-
teenth century it had been confided to two eminent 
men, who had never studied at any Inn of Court. 
Dean Williams had been Lord Keeper to James the 
First. Shaftes bury had been Lord Chancellor to 

• London Gazette, March 11. 
168';'. 

t I have followed what seems to 
me the most llrobable story. But it 
has been dOUbted whether Notting
ham was invited to be Chancellor, 
ot only to be First Commissioner of 

the Great Seal. Compare Burnet, 
ii. 3., and Boyer's History of Wil
liam, 1702. Narcissus I,uttrell re
peatedly, and even as late as the 
close of 1692, speaks of Nottingham 
as likely to be Chancellor. 

n ~ 
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Charles the Second. But such appointments eould no 
longer be made without serious inconvenience. Equity 
had been gradually shaping itself into a refined science, 
which no human faculties could master without long 
and intense application. Even Shaftesbury, vigorous 
as was his intellect, had painfully felt his want of 
technical knowledge"; and, during the fifteen years 
which had elapsed since Shaftesbury :aad resigned 
the Seal, technical knowledge had constantly been be
coming more and more necessary to his successors. 
Neither Nottingham therefore, though he had a stock 
of legal learning such as is rarely found in any person 
who has not received a legal education, nor Halifax, 
though, in the judicial sittings of the House of Lords, 
the quickness of his apprehension and the subtlety of 
his reasoning had often astonished the bar, ventured 
to accept the highest office which an English layman 
can fill. After some delay the Seal was confided to a 
commission of eminent lawyers, with Maynard at their 
head·t 

The choice of Judges did honour to the new govern
ment. Every Privy Councillor was directed to bring a 
list. The lists were compared; and twelve men of 
conspicuous merit were selected.! The professional 
~ttainments and Whig principles of Pollexfen gave him 
pretensions to the highest place. But it was remem
bered that he had held briefs for the Crown, in the 
'Vestern counties, at the assizes which followed the 
battle of Sedgemoor. It seems indeed from the reports 
of the trials that he did as little as he could do if he 
held the briefs at all, and that he left to the Judges 
the business of browbeating Witnesses and prisoners. 
Nevertheless his name was inseparably associated in the 
public mind with the Bloody Circuit. He, therefore, 

• RogerNorth relates an amusing 
story about Shaftesbury's em barrass
mcuts. 

t London Gazette, Marcb 4.168 S. 
t Burnet, ii. 5. 
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could not with propriety be put at the head of ' the :first CHAP. 

criminal court in the realm." After acting during a XI. 

few weeks as Attorney General, he was made Chief ~689. 
Justice of the Common Pleas. Sir John Holt, a young 
man, but distinguished by learning, integrity, and 
courage, became Chief Justice of the King's Bench. 
Sir Robert Atkyns, an eminent lawyer, who had passed 
some years in rural retirement, but whose reputation 
was still great in Westminster Hall, was appointed 
Chief Baron. Powell, who had been disgraced on 
account of his honest declaration in favour of the 
Bishops, again took his seat among the Judges. Treby 
succeeded Pollexfen as Attorney General; and Somers 
was made Solicitor. t 

Two of the chief places in the Royal household were The house. 
filled by two English noblemen eminently qualified to hold. 

adorn a court. The high spirited and accomplished 
Devonshire was named Lord Steward. No man had 
done more or risked more for England during the crisis 
of her fate. In retrieving her liberties he had retrieved 
also the fortunes of his own house. His bond for 
thirty thousand pounds was. found among the papers 
which James had left at Whitehall, and was cancelled 
by William.t 

Dorset became Lord Chamberlain, and employed the 
influence and patronage annexed to his functions, -as he 
had long employed his private means, in encouraging 
genius and in alleviating misfortune. One of the :first 
acts which he was under the necessity of performing 
must have been painful to a man of so generous a 
nature, and of so keen a relish for whatever was ex
cellent in arts and letters. Dryden could no longer 

• The Protestant Mask taken ofF 
from the Jesuited Englishman, 1692. 

t These appointments were not 
announce.l in the Gazette till the 
6th of 1\1ay; but SOlme of them 

04 

were made earlier. 
~ Kennet's Funeral Sermon on 

the first Duke of Devonshire, anll 
Memoirs of the Family of Caven
dish, 1708. 
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remain Poet Laureate. The public would not have 
borne to see any Papist among the servants of their 
Majesties; and Dryden was not only a Papist, but an 
apostate. He had moreover aggravated the guilt of his 
apostasy by calumniating and ridiculing the Church 
which he had deserted. He had, it was facetiously 
said, treated her as the Pagan persecutors of old 
treated her children. He had dressed her up in the 
skin of a wild beast, and then baited her for the public 
amusement.... He was removed; but he received from 
the private bounty of the magnificent Chamberlain a 
pension equal to the salary which had been withdrawn. 
The deposed Laureate, however, as poor of spirit as rich 
in intellectual gifts, continued to complain piteously, 
year after year, of the losses which he had not suffered, 
till at length his wailings drew forth expressions of 
well merited contempt from brave and honest J aco
bites, who had sacrificed every thing to their principles 
without deigning to utter one word of deprecation 
or lamentation. t 

In the Royal household were placed some of those 
Dutch nobles who stood highest in the favour of the 
King. Bentinck had the great office of Groom of the 
Stole, with a salary of :five thousand pounds a year. 
Zulestein took charge of the robes. The Master of the 
Horse was Auverquerque, a gallant so~dier, who united 

• See a poem entitled, A Votive 
Tablet to the King and Queen. 

t See Prior's Dedication of his 
Poems to Dorset's son and successor, 
and Dryden's Essay on Satire pre
fixed to the Translations from J u
'venal. There is a bitter sneer on 
Dryden's effeminate querulousness 
in Collier's Short View of the Stage. 
In Blackmore's Prince Arthur, a 
poem which, worthless as it is, con
tains some curious allusions to COIl-, 

temporary !Den and events, are tIle 
following lines: 

" The poets' nation did obsequious wait 
For the kind dole divided at his gate. 

Laurus among the meagre crowd ap-} 
peared, 

An old, revolted, unbelieving bard, 
Who thronged, and shoved, and presse,t, 

and would be heard. 
SakiJ's high roof. the Muses' palace, rung 
With endless cries, and endless songs he 

sung. 
To bless good Saki! Lanrus would be first; 
Bllt Sakil's prince and SakiJ's God he ~urst. 
Saki! without distinction threw his broad, 
Despised the flatterer, but the poet fed." 

I need not say that Sakil is Sack. 
ville, or that Lanrus is a translation 
of the famous nickname Bayes. 
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the blood 'of Nassau to the blood of Horn, and who 
wore with just pride a costly sword presented to him 
by the States General in acknowledgment of the courage 
with which he had, on the bloody day of Saint Dennis, 
saved the life of William. 

The place of Vice Chamberlain to the Queen was 
given to a man who had just become conspicuous in 
public life, and whose name will frequently recur in the 
history of this reign. John Howe, or, as he was more 
commonly called, Jack Howe, had be~n sent up to the 
Convention by the borough of Cirencester. His. ap
pearance was that of a man whose body was worn by 
the constant workings of a restless and acrid mind. 
He was tall, lean, pale, with a haggard eager lookt ex
pressive at once of flightiness and of shrewdness. He 
had been known, during several years, as a small poet; 
and some of the most savage lampoons which were 
handed about the coffeehouses were imputed to him. 
But it was in the House of Commons that both his 
parts and his illnature were most signally displayed. 
Before he had been a member three weeks, his volu
bility, his asperity, and his pertinacity had made him 
conspicuous. Quickness, energy, and audacity, united~ 
soon raised him to the rank of a privileged man. His 
enemies,-and he had many enemies,-said that he 
consulted his personal safety even in his most petulant 
moods, and that he treated soldiers with a civility 
which he never showed to ladies or to Bishops. But 
no man had in larger measure that evil courage which 
braves and even cour:ts disgust and hatred. No de
cencies restrained him: his spite was implacable: his 
skill in finding out the vulnerable parts of strong .minds 
was consummate. All his great contemporaries felt his 
sting in their turns~ Once it inflicted a wound which 
deranged even the stern composure of William, and 
constrained him to utter a wish that he were a pri
vate gentleman, and could invite Mr. Howe to a short 
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interview behind Montague House. .Ai, yet, however, 
Howe was reckoned among the most strenuous sup
porters of the new government, and directed all his 
sarcasms and invectives against the malecontents .... 

The subordinate places in every public office were 
divided between the two parties: but the Whigs had 
the larger share. Some persons, indeed, who did little 
honour to the Whig name, were largely recompensed for 
services which no good man would have performed. 
Wildman was made Postmaster General. A lucrative 
sinecure in the Excise was bestowed on Ferguson. The 
duties of the Solicitor of the Treasury were both very 
important and very invidious. It was the business of 
that officer to conduct political prosecutions, to collect 
the evidence, to instruct the counsel for the Crown, to 
see that the prisoners were not liberated on insufficient 
bail, to see that the juries were not composed of persons 
hostile to the government .. In the days of Charles and 
James, the Solicitors of the Treasury had been with 
too much reason accused of employing all the vilest 
artifices of chicanery against men obnoxious to the 
Court. The new government ought to have made a 
choice which was above all suspicion. Unfortunately 
Mordaunt and Delamere pitched upon Aaron Smith, an 
acrimonious and unprincipled politician, who had been 
the legal adviser of Titus Oates in the days of the Popish 
Plot,. and' who had been deeply implicated in the Rye 
House Plot. Richard Hampden, a man of decided 
opinions but of moderate temper, objected to this ap
pointment. His objections however were overruled. 

• Scarcely any man of that age 
is more frequently mentioned in 
pamphlets and satires than Howe. 
In the famous petition of Legion, 

• he is designated as « that impudent 
scandal of Parliaments." Mackay's 
account of him is curio~s. In a 
poem written in 1690, which I have 

never seen except in manuscript, 
are the following lines: 

.. First for Jack Howe with his terrible 
talent, 

Happy the female that scapes his 
lampoon; 

Against the ladies excessively valiant, 
But very respectful to a Dragoon." 
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The Jacobites, who hated Smith and had reason to hate CHAP 
him, affirmed that he ha4 obtained his place by bullying Xl. 

the Lords of the Treasury, and particularly by threat- 1689 

ening that, if his just claims were disregarded, he would 
be the death of Hampden." 

Some weeks elapsed before all the arrangements The.Con

which have been mentioned were publicly announced: ;;::!~ninto 
and meanwhile many important events had taken place. a Parlia

AB soon as the new Privy Councillors had been sworn menlo 

in, it was necessary to submit to them a grave and 
pressing question. Could the Convention now: as-
sembled be turned into a Parliament? The Whigs, 
who had a decided majority in the Lower House, were 
all for the affirmative. The Tories, who knew that, 
within the last month, the public feeling had under-
gone a considerable change, and who hoped that a 
general election would add to their strength, were 
for the negative. They maintained that to the exist-
ence of a Parliament royal writs were indispensably 
necessary. The Convention had not been summoned 
by such writs: the original defect could not now be 
supplied: the Houses were therefore mere clubs of 
private men, and ought instantly to disperse. 

It was answered that the royal writ. was mere matter 
of form, and that to expose the substance of. our laws 
and liberties to serious hazard for the sake of a form: 
would be the most senseless superstition. Wherever 
the Sovereign, the Peers spiritual and temporal, and 
the Representatives freely chosen by the constituent 
bodies of the realm were met together, there was the 
essence of a Parliament. Such a Parliament was now 
in being; and what could be more' absurd than to 
dissolve it at a conjuncture when every hour was 
precious, when numerous important subjects required 
immediate legislation, and when dangers, only to be 

• Sprat's True Account; North's Holt, 1694; Letter to Secretary 
Examen; Letter to Chief Justice Trenchard, 1694. 
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averted by the combined efforts of King, Lords, and 
Commons, menaced the Sta~e? A Jacobite indeed 
might consistently refuse to recognise the Convention 
as a Parliament. For he held that it had from the 
beginning been an unlawful assembly, that all its reso
lutions were nullities, and that the Sovereigns whom it 
had set up were usurpers. But with what consistency 
could any man, who maintained that a new Parliament 
ought to be immediately called by writs under the 
great seal of Willium and Mary, question the authority 
which had placed William and Mary on the throne? 
Those who held that William was rightful King must 
necessarily hold that the body from which he derived 
his right was itself a rightful Great Council of the 
Realm. Those who, though not holding him to be 
rightful King, conceived that they might lawfully 
swear allegiance to him as King in fact, might surely, 
on the same principle, acknowledge the Convention as 
a Parliament in fact. It was plain that the Convention 
was the fountainhead from which the authority of all 
future Parliaments must be derived, and that on the 
validity of the votes of the Convention must depend 
the validity of every future statute. And how could 
the stream rise higher than the source ? Was it not 
absurd to say that the Convention was· supreme in the 
state, and yet a nullity; a legislature for the highest 
of all purposes, and yet no legislature for the humblest 
purposes; competent to declare the throne vacant, to 
change the succession, to :fix the landmarks of the 
constitution, and yet not competent to pass the most 
trivial Act for the repairing of a pier or the building of 
a parish church? 

These arguments would have had considerable weight, 
even if every precedent had· been on the other side. 

• But in truth our history afforded only one precedent 
which was at all in point ; and that precedent was de
cisive in favour of the doctrine that royal writs are not 
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indispensably necessary to the existence of a Parliament. 
No royal 'writ had summoned the Convention which 
recalled Charles the Second. Yet that Convention had, 
after his Restoration, continued to sit and to legislate, 
had settled the revenue, had passed an' Act of amnesty, 
had abolished the feudal tenures. These' proceedings 
had been sanctioned by authority of which no party in 
the state could speak without reverence. Hale had 
borne a considerable share in them, and had always 
maintained that they were strictly.legal. Clarendon, 
little as he was inclined to favour any doctrine deroga
tory to the rights of the Crown, or to the dignity of 
that seal of which he was keeper, had declared that, 
since God had, at a most critical conjuncture, given the 
nation a good Parliament, it would be the height of 
folly to look for technical flaws in the instrument by 
which that Parliament was called together. Would it 
be pretended by any Tory that the Convention of 1660 
had a more respectable origin than the Convention of 
1689? Was not a letter .written by the first Prince of 
the Blood, at the. request of the whole peerage, and 
of hundreds of gentlemen who had represented counties 
and towns, at least as good a warrant as a vote of the 
Rump? 

Weaker reasons than these would have satisfied the 
Whigs who formed the majority of the Privy Council. 
The King therefore, on the fifth day after he had been 
proclaimed, went with royal state to the House of 
Lords, and took his seat on the throne. The Commons 
were called in; and he, with many gracious expressions, 
reminded his hearers of the perilous situation of the 
country, and exhorted them to take such steps as might 
prevent unnecessary delay in the transaction of public 
business. His. speech was received by the gentlemen 
who crowded the bar with the deep hum by which our 
ancestors were wont to indicate approbation, and which 
was often heard in places more sacred than the Chamber 
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. of the Peers.'" As soon as he had retired, a Bill de
claring the Convention a Parliament was laid on the 
table of the Lords, and rapidly passed by them. In the 
Commons the debates were warm. The House resolved 
itself into a Committee; and so great was the excitement 
that, when the authority of the Speaker was withdrawn, 
it was hardly possible to preserve order. Sharp per
sonalities were exchanged. The phrase, "hear him," a 
phrase which had originally been used only to silence 
irregular noises, and to remind members of the duty of 
attending to the discussion, had, during some years, been 
gradually becoming what it now is ; that is to say, a cry 
indicative, according to the tone, of admiration, acqui
escence, indignation, or derision. On this occasion, 
the Whigs vociferated "Hear, hear," so tumultuously 
that the Tories complained of unfair usage. Seymour, 
the leader of the minority, declared that there could be 
no freedom of debate while such clamour was tolerated. 
Some old Whig members were provoked into reminding 
him that the same clamour had occasionally been heard 
when he presided, and had not then been repressed. 
Yet; eager and angry as both sides were, the speeches 
on both sides indicated that profound reverence for law 
and prescription which has long been characteristic of 
Englishmen, and which, though it runs sometimes into 
pedantry and sometimes into superstition, is not without 
its advantages. Even at that momentous crisis, when the 
nation was still in the ferment of a revolution, our public 
men talked long and seriously about all the circumstances 
of the deposition of Edward the Second and of the depo
sition of Richard the Second, and anxiously inquired 
whether the assembly which, with Archbishop Lanfranc 
at its head, set aside Robert of Normandy, and put 
.William Rufus on the throne, did or did not afterwards 

. continue to act as the legislature of the realm. :Much 
was . said about the history of writs; much about the 

• Van Citters. :::~: 168i. 
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etymology of the word Parliament. It is remarkable, CHAP. 

that the orator who took the most statesmanlike view XI. 

of the subject was old Maynard. In the civil conflicts 1689. 
of fifty eventful years he had learned that questions 
affecting the highest interests of the commonwealth 
were not to be decided by verbal cavils and by scraps of 
Law French and Law Latin; and, being by universal ac
knowledgment the most subtle and the most learned of 
English jurists, he could express what he felt without 
the risk of being accused of ignorance and presumption. 
He scornfully thrust aside as frivolous and out of place 
all that blackletter learning, which some men, far les's 
versed in such matters than himself, had introduced into 
the discussion. "'Ve are," he said, "at this moment 
out of the beaten path. H therefore we are determined 
to move only in that path, we cannot move at all. A 
man in a revolution resolving to do nothing wlrl.ch is 
not strictly according to established form resembles a 
man who has lost himself in the wilderness, and who 
stands crying 'Where is the king's highway? I will 
walk nowhere but on the king's highway.' In a wilder-
ness a man should take the track which will carry 'him 
home. In a revolution we must have recourse to the 
highest law, the safety of the state." Another veteran 
Roundhead, Colonel Birch, took the same side, and argued 
with great force and keenness from the precedent. of 
1660. Seymour and his supporters were beaten in the 
Committee, and did not venture to divide the House on 
the Report. The Bill passed rapidly, and received the 
royal assent on the tenth day after the accession of 
William and Mary. ~ 

The law which turned the Convention into a Parlia- The mem-
. d 1 'din h h uld bers of ment contame a cause proVl g t at no person so, the two 

after the first of March, sit or vote in eipher House Houses reo 

• • Stat. 1 W. & M. sess. i. Co 1. ment in favour of the bill is well 
See the Journals of the two Houses, stated in the Paris Gazettes of 
and Grey'. Debate", The argu- March 6. and 12. 1689. 
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without taking the oaths to the new King and Queen. 
This enactment produced great agitation throughout 
society. The adherents of the exiled dynasty hoped 
and 'confidently predicted that the. recusants would be 
numerous. The minority in both Houses, it was said, 
would be true to the cause of hereditary monarchy. 
There might be here and there a traitor; but the great 
body of those who had voted for a Regency would be 
firm. Only two Bishops at most would recognise the 
usurpers. Seymour would retire from public life rather 
than abjure his principles. Grafton had determined to 
fly to France and to throw himself at the feet of his 
uncle. With such rumours as these all the coffeehouses 
of London were fi.lled during the latter part of February. 
So intense was the public anxiety that, if any man of 
rank was missed, two days running, at his usual haunts, 
it wall immediately whispered that he had stolen away 
to Saint Germains.:iI= 

The second of March arrived; and the event quieted 
the fears of one party, and confounded the hopes of 
the other. The Primate indeed and several of his 
suffragans stood obstinately aloof: but three Bishops 
and seventy three temporal peers took the oaths. At 
the next meeting of the Upper House several more 
prelates came in. Within a week about a hundred 
Lords had qualified themselves to sit. Others, who 
were prevented by illness from appearing, sent excuses 
and professions of attachment to their Majesties. 
Grafton refuted all the stories Which had been circu
lated about him by coming to be sworn on the first day. 
Two members of the Ecclesiastical Commission, Mulgrave 
and Sprat, hastened to make atonement for their fault 
by plighting their faith to William. Beaufort, who 
had long been considered as the type of a royalist of 
the old school, submitted after a very short hesitation . 

• Both Van Citters and Ron- was felt in London till the result 
quillo mention the anxiety which was known. 
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Aylesbury and Dartmouth, though vehement Jacobites, c~tP 
had as little scruple about taking the oath of allegiance 
as they afterwards had about breaking it." The Hydes 1689. 

took different paths. Rochester complied with the law; 
but Clarendon proved refractory. Many thought it 
strange that the brother who had adhered to James 
till James absconded should be less sturdy than the 
brother who had been in the Dutch. camp. The, ex· 
planation perhaps is that Rochester would have sacrificed 
much more than Clarendon by refusing to take the 
oaths. Clarendon's income did not depend on the plea-
sure of the Government : but Rochester had a pension 
of four thousand a year, which he could not hope to 
retain if he refused to acknowledge the new Sovereigns. 
Indeed, he had so many enemies that, during some 
months, it seemed doubtful whether he would, on any 
terms, be suffered to retain the splendid reward which 
he had earned by perseauting the Whigs and by sitting 
in the High Commission. He was saved froD:l what 
would have been a fatal blow ~o his fortunes by the 
intercession of Burnet, who had been deeply injured by 
hinl, and who revenged himseli as became a Christian 
divine·t '. 

In the Lower House four hundred members were 
sworn in on the second of March; and among them was 
Seymour. The spirit of the Jacobites was broken by his 
defection; and the minority with very few exceptions 
followed his example.t 

Before the day fixed for the taking of the oaths, the QUe8tions 

Commons had begun to discuss a momentous question U;lai:,g to 

which admitted of no delay .. During the interregnum, nu~ ye

William had, as provisional chief of the administration, 

• Lords' Journals, March 168!. as follows: "Es de gran considera
t See the letters of Rochester and cion que Seimor haya tornado el ju

of Lady Ranelagh to Burnet on this ramento; porque es eI arrengador y 
. occasion. el director principal, en la casa de 

~ Journals of the Commons, los Comunes, de los Anglicanos." 
March 2. 1683. Ronquillo wrote Marcil !If' 168 •• 

VOL. nr. D 
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collected the taxes and applied them to the 'public 
service; nor could the propriety of this course be ques
tioned by any person who approved of the Revolution. 
But the Revolution was now over: the vacancy of the 
throne had been supplied: the Houses were sitting: the 
law was in full force; and it became necessary imme
diately to decide to what revenue the Government was 
entitled. 

Nobody denied that all the lands and hereditaments 
of the Crown had passed with the Crown to the new 
Sovereigns. Nobody denied that all duties which had 
been granted to the Crown for a fixed term of years 
might be constitutionally exacted till that term should 
expire. But large revenues had been settled by Par
liament on James for life; and whether what had been 
settled on James for life could, while he lived, be 
claimed by William an~' Mary, was a question about 
which opinions were divided. ~ 

Holt, Treby, Pollexfen, indeed all the eminent Whig 
lawyers, Somers excepted, held that these revenues had 
been granted to the late King, in his political capacity, 
but for his natural life, -and ought therefore, as long as 
he continued to drag on his existence in a strange land, 
to be paid to William and Mary. It appears from a 
very concise and unconnected report of the debate that 
Somers dissented from this doctrine. His opinion was 
that, if the A.ct of Parliament which had imposed the 
duties in question was to be construed according to the 
spirit, the word life must be understood to mean reign, 
and that therefore the term for which the grant had 
been made had expired. . .This was surely the sound 
opinion: for it was plainly irrational to treat the inte
rest of James in this grant as at once a thing annexed 
to his person and a thing annexed to his office; to 
say in one breath that the merchants of London and 
Bristol must pay money because he was naturally alive, 
and that his successors must receive that money because 
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Jle was politieaIly defunct. The House was decidedly 
'With Somers. The members generally were bent on 
effecting a great reform, without which it was felt that 
the Declaration of Rights would be but an imperfect 
guarantee for public liberty. During the conflict which 
fifteen successive Parliaments had maintained. against 
four successive Kings, the chief weapon of the Commons 
had been the power of the purse; and never had the 
representatives of the people been induced to surrender 
that weapon without having speedy cause to repent .of 
their too credulous loyalty. In that season of tumultuous 
joy which followed the Restoration, a large revenue for 
life had been almost by acclamation granted to Charles 
the Second. A few months later there was scarcely a 
respectable Cavalier in the kingdom who did not o~ 
that the stewards of the nation would haye acted more 
wisely if they had kept in' their hands the means of 
checking the abuses which .disgraced every departm~nt 
of the government. James the Second had obtained 
from his submissive Parliament, without a dissentient 
:voice, an income sufficient to defray the ordinary ex
penses of the state during his life; and, before :\:le had 
enjoyed that income half a year, the great majority of 
,those who had dealt thus liberally .with him blamed 
themselves severely for th~ir liberality. If. experience 
was to be trusted, a long and painful ~xperience, there 
~ould be no effectual security against maladministration, 
unless the Sovereign were under the necessity of recur" 
ring frequently to his Great Council for: pecuniary aid. 
Almost all honest and enlightened men were therefor~ 
agreed in thinking th.at a part at least of the supplies 
ought to be granted only for short terms. And what 
time could be fitter for the introduction of this new 
practice than the year 1689, the commencement of ~ 
new reign, of a new dynasty, of a new era of constitu
tional government? The feeling on this subject was SO 

strong and general that the dissentient minority gave 
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way. No formal resolution was passed; but the House 
proceeded to act on the supposition that the grants 
which had been made to James for life had been 
annulled by his abdlcation.;II: 

It was impossible to make a new settlement of the 
revenue without inquiry and deliberation. The Ex
chequer was ordered to furnish such returns as might 
enable the House to form estimates of the public. ex
penditure and income. In the meantime, liberal pro
vision was made for the inunediate exigencies of the 
·state. An extraordinary aid, to be raised· byilirect 
monthly assessment, was voted to the King. An Act 
'Was passed indemnifying all who had, since his landing, 
'Collected by his authority the duties ,settled on James; 
'and those duties which had expired were continued for 
some months. 

Along William's whole line of march, from Torbay to 
London, he had been importuned by the common people 
to relieve them from the intolerable burden of the hearth 
money. In truth, that tax seems to have united all' 
the worst evils which can be imputed to any tax. It 
was unequal, and unequal in the most pernicious way: 
for it pressed heavily on the poor, and lightly on the 
rich. A peasant, all whose property was not worth 
twenty pounds, was charged ten shillings. The Duke of 
Ormond, or the Duke of Newcastle, whose estates were 
worth half a million, paid only four or five pounds. _ 
The collectors were empowered to examine the interior 
of every house in the realm, to disturb families at meals, 
to force the doors of bedrooms, and, if the sum demanded 
were not punctually paid, to sell the trencher on which 
the barley loaf was divided among the poor children, and 
the pillow from under the head of the lying-in woman. 
Nor could the Treasury effectually restrain the chim
neyman from using his powers wi~h harshness: for the 
tax was farmed; and the government was consequently 

• Grey's Debates, Feb. 25, 26, and 27. 168{. 



WILLIAM AND MARY.' 81 

forced to connive at outrages and exactions such . as CHAP. 

have, in every age, made the name of publican,a pro~ XL 

verb for all that is most hateful. J689, 
William had been so much moved by what he had 

heard of these grievances that, at one of the earliest 
sittings of the Privy Council, he introduced the subject. 
He sent a message requesting the House of Commons 
to consider whether better regulations would effectually 
prevent the abuses which had excited so much dis
content. He added that he would willingly consent to 
the entire abolition of the tax if it should appear that 
the tax and the abuses were inseparable.... This com
munication was rec~ived with loud applause. There 
were indeed some financiers of the old school who 
muttered that tenderness for the poor was a fine thing; 
but that no part of the revenue of the state came in 
80 exactly to the day as the hearth money; that the 
goldsmiths of the City could not always be induced to 
lend on the security of the next quarter's customs or. 
excise, but that on an assignment of hearth money 
there was no difficulty in obtaining' advances. In the 
House of Commons, those who thought thus did not 
venture to raise their voices in opposition to the general 
feeling. But in the Lords there was a conflict of which 
the event for a time seemed doubtful. At length the 
influence of the Court, strenuously exerted, carried an 
Act by which the chimney tax was declared a badge of 
slavery, and was, with many expressions of gratitude 
to the King, abolished for ever.t 

The Commons granted, with little dispute, and with- Repay

out a division, six hundred thousand pounds for the fu:n:x~r 
purpose of repaying to the United Provinces the penses!lt' 

charges of the expedition which had delivered England. ~:o~~:~ 
The facility with which this large sum was voted to a 
shrewd, diligent and thrifty people, our allies, indeed, 

• Commons' Journals, and Grey's t 1 W. & M. sess. t. c. 10.;' Bur-
D~bates, March 1. 168&. net, ii. 13. 
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politically, but cotnmercially our most folwidable rivals, 
excited some murmurs out of doors, and was, during 
many years, a favourite subject of sarcasm with Tory 
pamphleteers. ... -The liberality of the House admits 
however of an easy explanation. On the very day on 
which the subject was under consideration, alarming 
news arrived at Westminster, and convinced many, 
who would at another time have been disposed to 
scrutinise severely any account sent in by the Dutch, 
that our country could not yet dispense with the ser
vices of the foreign troops. 

France had declared war against the States General; 
and the States General had consequently demanded 
from the King of England those succours which he was 
bound by the treaty of Nimeguen to furnish. t He had 
ordered some battalions to march to Harwich, that they 
might be· in readiness to cross to the Continent. The 
old soldiers of James were generally in a very bad temper; 
and this order did not produce a soothing effect. The 
discontent was greatest in the regiment which now ranks 
as the first of the line. Though borne on the English 
establishment, that regiment, from the time when it first 
fought under the great Gustavus, had been almost ex
clusively composed of Scotchmen; -and Scotchmen have 
never, in any region to which their adventurous and 
aspiring temper has led them, failed to note and to 
resent every slight offered to Scotland. Officers and 
men muttered that a vote of a foreign assembly was 
nothing to them. If they could be absolved from their 
allegiance to King James the Seventh, it must be by 
the Estates at Edinburgh, and not by the Convention at 
Westminster. Their ill humour increased when they 
heard that Schomberg had been appointed their colonel. 

• Commons' Journals, March 15. 
168!. So late as 1713, Arbuthnot, 
in the fifth part of John Bull, al
ludell to this transaction with mnch 

pleasantry. "As to your Venire 
Facias," says John to Nick Frog, "I 
have paid you for one already." 

t 'Vagenaar, lxi. 
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They ought perhaps to have thought it an honour to be 
called by the name of the greatest soldier in Europe. 
But, brave and skilful as he was, he was not their 
countryman: and their regiment, during the fifty six 
years which had elapsed since it gained its first honour" 
able distinctions in Germany, had never been com· 
manded but by a Hepburn or a Douglas. While they 
were in this angry and punctilious mood, they were 
ordered to join the forces which were assembling at 
Harwich. There was much murmuring; but there 
was no outbreak till the regiment arrived at Ipswich. 
There the signal of revolt was given by two captains 
who were zealous for the exiled King. The market place 
was soon filled with pikemen and musketeers running 
to and fro. Gunshots were wildly fired in all directions. 
Those officers who attempted to restrain the rioters 
were overpowered and disarmed. At length the chiefs 
of the insurrection. establishe4 some order, and marched 
out of Ipswich at the head of their adherents. The 
little army consisted of about eight hundred men. 
They had seized four pieces of cannon, and had taken 
possession of the military chest, which contained a con· 
siderahle sum of money. At the distance of half a 
mile from the town a halt was called: a general con· 
sultation was held; and the mutineers resolved that 
they would hasten back to their native country, and 
would live and die with their rightful King. They 
instantly proceeded northward by forced marches .... 

When the news reached London the dismay. was 
great. It Wa.$ rumoured that alarming symptoms had 
appeared in other regiments, and. particularly that a 
body of fusileers which lay at Harwich was likely to 
imitate the example set at Ipswich. "If these Scots," 
said HalifaJt to Reresby, "are unsupported, they are 
lost. But· if they have acted in concert with others, 
the danger is serious indeed."t The truth seems to 

• CommOM' Journals, March 15. 168~ 
1)4 

t Reresb),'s Memoirs.' 
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be that there was a conspiracy which had ramifications 
in many parts of the army, but that the conspirators 
were awed by the firmness of the government and of 
the Parliament. A committee of the Privy Council 
was sitting when the tidings of the mutiny arrived 
in London. William Harbord, who represented the 
borough of Launceston, was at the board. His col~ 
leagues entreated him to go down instantly to the 
House of Commons, and to relate what had happened. 
IJe went, rose in his place, and told his story. The 
spirit of the assembly rose to the occasion. Howe was 
the first to call for vigorous action. . "Address the 
King," he said, "to send his Dutch troops after these 
men. I know not who else can be trusted." "This is 
no jesting matter," said old Birch, who had been a 
colonel in the service of the Parliament, and had seen 
the most powerful and renowned House of Commons 
that ever sate twice purged and twice expelled by its 
own soldiers; "if you let this evil spread, you will 
have an army upon you in a few days. Address the 
King to send horse and foot instantly, his own men, men 
whom he can trust, and to put these people down at 
once." The men of the long robe caught the flame. 
" It is not the learning of my profession tilat is needed 
here," said Treby. "What is now to be done is to meet 
force with force, and to maintain in the field what we 
have done in the senate." "Write to the Sheriffs," said _ 
Colonel Mildmay, member for Essex. "Raise the 
militia. There are a hundred and fifty thousand of 
them: they are good Englishmen: they will not fail 
you." It was resolved that all members of the House 
who held commissions in the army should be dispensed 
from parliamentary attendance, in· order that they 
might repair instantly to their military posts. An 
address was unanimously voted requesting the King 
to take effectual steps for the suppression of the, rebel~ 
lion, and to put forth a proclamation denouncing public 
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vengeance on the rebels. One gentleman hinted that 
it might be well to advise his Majesty to offer a pardon 
to those who should peaceably submit: but the House 
wisely rejected the suggestion. "This is no time," it 
was well said, "for any thing that looks like fear." 
The address was instantly sent up to the Lords. The 
Lords concurred in it. Two peers, two knights of 
shires, and two burgesses were sent with it to Court. 
William received them graciously, and informed them 
that he had already given the necessary orders. In 
fact, several regiments of horse and dragoons had been 
sent northward under the command of Ginkell, one of . 
the bravest and ablest officers ofthe Dutch army.-

Meanwhile the mutineers were hastening across the 
country which lies between Cambridge and the Wash. 
Their road lay through a vast and desolate fen, saturated 
with all the moisture of thirteen counties, and overhung 
during the greater part of the year by a low grey mist, 
high above which rose, visible many miles, the magni
ficent tower of Ely. In that dreary region, covered by 
vast flights of wild fowl, a half savage population, known 
by the name of the Breedlings, then led an amphibious 
life, sometimes wading, and sometimes rowing, from 
one islet of firm ground to another.t The roads were 
among the worst in the island, and, as soon as rumour 
announced the approach of the rebels, were studiously 
made worse by the country people. Bridges were 
broken down. Trees were laid across the highways to 
obstruct the progress of the cannon. Nevertheless the 
Scotch veterans not only pushed forward with great 
speed, but succeeded in carrying their artillery with 
them. They entered Lincolnshire, and were not far 
from Sleaford, when they learned that Ginkell with an 

• Commons'Jou;nals, and Grey's 
Debates, March 15. 168,; London 
Gazette, March 18. 

t As to the state of this region 
in the latter part of the seventeenth 

and the earlier part of the eighteenth 
century, see Pepys's Diary. Sept. 
]8. 1663, and the Tour through 
the whole. Island of Great Britain, 
1724. 
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irresistible' force was close on their. track.· Victory 
and escape were equally out of the question. The 
bravest warriors could not contend against fourfold 
odds. The most active infantry could not outrun 
horsemen. Yet the leaders, probably desp:iliing of 
pardon, urged the men to try the chance of battle. In 
that region, a spot almost surrounded by swamps and 
pools was Without difficulty found. Here the insur
gents were drawn up; and the cannon were planted 
at the only point which was thought not to be suffi
ciently protected by natural defences. Ginkell ordered 
the attack to be made at a place which was out of the 
range of the guns; and his dragoons dashed gallantly 
into the water, though it was so deep that their horses 
were forced to swim. Then the mutineers lost heart. 
They beat a parley, surrendered at discretion, and 
were brought up to London under a strong guard. 
Their lives were forfeit: for they had been guilty, not 
merely of mutiny, which was then not a legal crime, 
but of levying war against the King. William, how
ever, with politic clemency, abstained from shedding 
the blood even of the most culpable. A few of the 
ringleaders were brought to- trial at the next Bury 
assizes, and were convicted of high treason; but their 
lives were spared. The rest were merely ordered to 
return to their duty. The regiment, lately so refrac
tory, went submissively to the Continent, and there, . 
through many hard campaigns, distinguished itself by 
fidelity, by discipline, and by valour.-

This event facilitated an important change in our 
polity, a change which, it is true, ,could not have 
been long delayed, but which would not have been 

• London Gazette, March 2!;. giment of Foot, printed by authority. 
1689 j Van Citters to the States See also a curious digression in the 
(Jeneral. M.rc~ ~'; Letters of Not- Compleat History of the Life and 
tin"ham i~P:he' State Pal't'r Office, Military Actions of Richard, Earl 

" d A 9 16"9 of Tyrconnel. 1689. dated July 23. an ugust. 0,; 
Historical Record of the First He-



easily accomplished except at a moment of extreme 
danger. The time had at length arrived at which it 
was necessary to make a legal distinction between th~ 
Boldier and the citizen. Under the Plantagenets and 
the Tudors there had been no standing army. The 
standing army which had existed under the last kings 
of the House of Stuart had been regarded by every 
party in the state with strong and not unreasonable 
aversion. The common law gave the Sovereign no 
powe;- to control his troops. The Parliament, regard
ing them as mere tools of tyranny, had not been dis'
posed to give such power by statute~ James indeed 
had induced his corrupt and servile judges to put on 
some obsolete laws a construction which enabled him to 
punish desertion capitally. But this construction was 
considered by all respectable jurists as unsound, and, 
had it been sound, would have been far from effecting 
all that was necessary for the purpose of maintaining 
military discipline. Even James did not venture to in.
flict death by sentence of a court martial. The deserter 
was treated as an ordinary felon, was tried at the 
assizes by a petty jury on a bill found by a grand jury; 
and was at liberty to avail himself of any technical 
flaw which might be discovered in the indictment. 

The Revolution, by altering the relative position of 
the prince and the parliament, had altered also the re
lative position of the army and the nation; The King 
and the Commons were now at unity; and both were 
alike menaced by the greatest military power which 
had existed in Europe since the downfall of the Roman 
empire. In a few weeks thirty thousand veterans, ac
customed to conquer, and led by able and experienced 
captains, might cross from the ports of Normandy and 
Britanny to our shores. That such a force would with 
little difficulty scatter three times that number of 
militia, no man well acquainted with war could doubt~ 
There must then be regular soldiers; and, if there were 
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to be regulat soldiers, it must be indispensable, both to 
their efficiency, and to the security of every other class, 
that .they should be kept under a strict discipline. An 
ill disciplined army has ever been a more costly and 
.a more licentious militia, impotent against a foreign 
enemy, and forniidable only to the country which it is 
paid to defend. A strong line of demarcation must 
therefore be drawn between the soldiers and the rest of 
the community. For the sake of public freedom; they 
must, in the midst of freedom, be placed under a de
spotic rule. They must be subject to a sharper penal 
code, and to a more stringent code of procedure, than 
are administered by the ordinary tribunals. Some acts 
which in the citizen are innocent must in the soldier be 
crimes. Some acts which in the citizen are punished 
with fine or imprisonment· must in the soldier be 
punished with death. The machinery by which courts 
of law ascertain the guilt or innocence of an accused 
citizen is too slow and too intricate to be applied to 
an accused soldier.. For, of all the maladies incident to 
the body politic, military insubordination is that which 
requires the most prompt and drastic remedies. If the 
evil be not stopped as soon as it appears, it is certain 
to spread; and it cannot spread far without danger to 
the very vitals of the commonwealth. For the general 
safety, therefore, a summary jurisdiction of terrible 
extent must, in camps, be entrusted to rude tribunals _ 
composed of men of the sword. 

But, though it was certain that th~ country could not 
at that moment be, secure without professional soldiers, 
and equally certain that professional soldiers must be 
worse than. useless unless they were placed under a rule 
more arbitrary and severe than that to which other men 
were subject, it was not without great misgivings that a 
House of Commons could venture to recognise the ex
istence and to make provision for the government of a 
standing army. There was scarcely a public man of 
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note who had. not often avowed his conviction that our 
polity and a. standing army could not exist together~ 
The Whigs had been in the constant habit of repeating 
that standing armies had. destroyed the free institutions 
of the neighbouring nations. The Tories had repeated 
as constantly that, in our own island, a standing army 
had. subverted the Church, oppressed the gentry, and 
murdered the King. No leader of either party.could, 
without laying himself open to the charge of gross in
consistency, propose that such an army should hence
forth be one of the permanent establishments of the 
Tcalm. The mutiny at Ipswich, and the panic which 
that mutiny produced, made it easy to effect what would 
otherwise have been in the highest degree difficult. A 
-short bill was brought in which began by declaring, in 
explicit terms, that standing armies and courts martial· 
were unknown to t~e law of England. It was then 
enacted that, on account of the extreme perils impend
ing at that moment over the state, no man mustered on 
pay in the service of the crown should, on pain of death, 
or of such lighter punishment as a court martial should 
deem sufficient, desert his colours or mutiny against 
his commanding officers. This statute was to be in 
force only six months; and many of those who voted for 
it probably believed that it would, at the close of that 
period, be suffered to expire. The bill passed rapidly 
and easily. Not a single division was taken upon it in 
the House of Commons. A mitigating clause indeed, 
which illustrates somewhat· curiously the manners of 
that age, was added by way of rideI' after the third 
reading. This clause provided that no court martial 
should pass sentence of death except between the hours 
of six in the morning and one in the afternoon. The 
dinner hour was then early; and it was but too probable 
that a gentleman who had dined would be in a state in 
which he could not safely be trusted with the lives of 
his fellow creatures. With this amendment, the first 
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Jtnd 'most concise of our many Mutiny Bills was sent up , 
.to the Lords, and was, in a few hours, hurried by them 
through all its stages and passed by the King.*' 

Thus was made, without one dissentient voice in 
Parliament, without one murmur in the nation, the 
first step towards a change which had become necessary 
to the safety of the state, yet which every party in the 
state then regarded, with extreme ,dread and aversion. 
-Six months passed; and still the public danger COD

tinued. The power necessary to the maintenance of 
military discipline was a second time entrusted to the 
crown for a short term. The trust again expired, and 
was again renewed. By slow degrees familiarity re
conciled the public mind to the names, once so odious, 
of standing army and court martial. It was proved by 
experience that, in a well constituted society, profes
sional soldiers may be terrible to a foreign enemy, and 
yet submissive to the civil power. What had been at 
first tolerated as the exception began to be considered 
as the rule. Not a session passed without a Mutiny 
Bill. When at length it became evident that a political 
change of the highest importance was taking place in 
such a manner 'as almost to escape notice, a clamour 
was raised by some factious men ,desirous to weaken the 
hands of the government, and by some respectable men 
who felt an honest but injudicious reverence for every 
old constitutional tradition, and who were unable to 
understand that what at one stage in' the progress of 
society is pernicious may at another stage, be indis,,: 
pensable. This damour however, as years rolled on, 
became fainter and fainter. The debate wJ:Uch recurred 
,every spring on the Mutiny Bill came to be regarded 
merely as an occasion on which hopeful young ora
tors fresh from Christchurch were to deliver maiden 

. speeches, setting forth how the guards of Pisistratus 
seized the citadel of Athens, and how the Prrotorian 

• Stat. 1 W. & M lIess. 1. c. 5. ; CDmmons' Journals, March 28. 1689, 



cohorts sold the Roman empire to Didius. At length .ClIAP. 

these declamations became too ridiculous to be repeated. . Xl. 

The most oldfashioned, the most eccentric, politician .1689. 
could hardly, in the reign of George the Third, contend 
that there ought to be no regulal' soldiers, or that the 
ordinary law, administered by the ordinary courts, 
would effectually maintain discipline among such sol-
diers. All parties being agreed as to the general prin.. 
ciple, a long succession of :Mutiny Bills passed without 
any discussion, except when some particular article of 
the military code appeared to require amendment. It 
is perhaps because the army became thus gradually, and 
ahnost imperceptibly, one of the institutions of England, 
that it has acted in such perfect harmony with all her 
other institutions, has never once, during a hundred 
and sixty years, been untrue to th~ throne or 'dis
obedient to the law, has never once defied· the tribu-
nals or overawed the constituent bodies. To this day, 
however, the Estates of the Realm continue to set up 
periodically, with laudable jealousy, a landmark on the 
frontier which was traced at the time of the Revolution. 
They ~olemnly reassert every year tp.e doctrine laid 
down in the Declaration of Rights; and they then grant 
·to the Sovereign an extraordinary power to governs. 
certain number of soldiers according to certain rules 
during twelve months more. 

In the same week in which the first Mutiny Bill was Suspension 

laid on the table of the Commons, another temporary ';§a~:as 
law, made necessary by the unsettled state of the king- Corpus 

dom, was p~ssed. Since the flight of James many per- Act. 

sons who were believed to have been deeply implicated 
in his unlawful acts, or to be engaged in plots for· his , 
restoration, had been arrested ~d con:fined. During 
the vacancy of the throne, these men could derive no 
benefit from the Habeas Corpus Act. For the machinery 
by which alone that Act could be carried into execution 
had ceased to. exist; and, through the whole of Hilary 
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term, all the courts in Westminster Hall had remained 
closed. Now that the ordinary tribunals were about to 
resume their functions, it was apprehended that all those 
prisoners whom it was not convenient to bring instantly 
to trial would demand and obtain their liberty. A bill 
was therefore brought in which empowered the King to 
detain in custody during a few weeks such persons as he 
should suspect of evil designs against his government. 
This bill passed the two Houses with little or no op
postion.:II' But the malecontents out of doors did not 
fail to remark that, in the late reign, the Habeas Cor
pus Act had not been one day suspended. It was the 
fashion to call James a tyrant, and William a deliverer. 
Yet, before the deliverer had been a month on the 
throne, he had deprived Englishmen of a precious right 
which the tyrant had respected. t This is a kind of 
reproach which a government sprung from a popular 
revolution almost inevitably incurs. From such a go
vernment men naturally think themselves entitled to 
demand a more gentle and liberal administration than 
is expected from old and deeply rooted power. Yet 
such a government, having, as it always ha!1, many 
active enemies, and. not having the strength derived 
from l~itimacy and prescription, can at first maintain 
itself oilly by a vigilance and a severity of which old and 
deeply rooted power stands in no need. Extraordinary 
and irregular vindications of public liberty are some- _ 
times necessary: yet, however necessary, they are 
almost always followed by some temporary abridgments 
of that very liberty; and every such abridgment is a 
fertile and plausible theme for sarcasm and invective. 

Unhappily sarcasm and invective directed against 
William were but too likely to find favourable audience. 
Each of the two great parties had its own reasons· for 
being dissatisfied with him; and there were some 
complaints in which both parties joined.· His man-

• Stat. 1 W. & M. sess.I. c. 2. t RODCJ.uillo, March -Ii' 1689 • 



WILLIAltl AND MARY. 

neTS gave almost universal offence. He was in truth 
far better qualified to save a nation than to adorn a 
court. In the highest parts of statesmanship, he had 
no equal among his contemporaries. He had formed 
plans not inferior in grandeur and boldness to those of 
Richelieu, and had carried them into effect with a tact 
and wariness worthy of Mazarin. Two countries, the 
seats of civil liberty and of the Reformed Faith, had 
been preserved by his wisdom and courage from extreme 
perils. Holland he had delivered from foreign, and, 
England from domestic foes. Obstacles apparently in .. 
surmountable had been interposed between him and the 
ends on which he was intent; and those obstacles hi!!! 
genius had turned into stepping stones. Under his 
dexterous management the hereditary enemies of his 
house had helped him to mount a throne; and the per
secutors of his religion had helped him to rescue his re~ 
ligion from persecution. Fleets and armies, collected 
to withstand him, had, without a struggle, submitted 
to his orders. Factions and sects, divided by mortal 
antipathies, had recognised him as their common head. 
Without carnage, without devastation, he had won a 
victory compared with which all the victories of Gus. 
tavus and Turenne were insignificant. In a few weeks 
he had changed the relative position of all the stat~s in 
Europe, and had restored the equilibrium which the 
preponderance of one power had destroyed. Foreign 
nations did ample justice to his great qualities. 11\ 
every Continental country where Protestant congrega
tions met, fervent thanks were offered to God,. whol 
from among the progeny of His servants, Maurice, the 
deliverer of Germany, and William, the deliverer of 
HoIland, had raised up a third deliverer, the wisest and 
mightiest of all. At Vienna, at Madrid, nay, at Rome~ 
the valiant and sagacious heretic was held in honour as 
the chief of .the great confederacy against the House of 
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Bourbon; .and even at Versailles the hatred which he 
inspired was largely mingled with admiration. 

Here he was less favourably judged. In truth, our 
ancestors saw him in the worst of all lights. By the 
French, the Germans, and the Italians, he was contem
plated at such a distance that only what was great could 
be discerned, and that small blemishes were invisible. 
To the Dutch he was brought close: but he was himself 
a Dutchman. In his intercourse with them he was seen 
to the best advantage: he was perfectly at his ease with 
them; and from among them he had chosen his earliest 
and dearest friends. But to the English he appeared in 
a most unfortunate point of view. He was at once too 
near to them and too far from them. He lived among 
them, so that the smallest peculiarity of temper or man
ner could not escape their notice. Yet he lived apart 
from them, and was to the last a foreigner in speech, 
tastes, and habits. . 

One of the chief functions of our Sovereigns had long 
been to' preside over the society of the capital. That 
function Charles the Second had performed with im
mense success. His easy bow, his good stories, his style 
of dancing and playing tennis, the sound of his cordial 
laugh, were familiar to. all London. One day he' was 
seen among the elms of Saint James's Park chatting with 
Dryden about poetry.:t Another day his arm was on 
Tom Durfey'S shoulder; and his Majesty was taking a 
second, while his companion sang "Phillida, Phillida," -
or "To horse, brave boys, to Newmarket, to horse."t 
James, with much less vivacity and good nature, was 
.accessible, and, to people who did not cross him, civil. 
But of this sociableness William was entirely destitute. 
He seldom came forth from his closet; and, when he 
appeared in the public rooms, he stood among the crowd 

• See the account given in t Guardian. No. 67. 
Spence's Anecdotes of the Origin of 
Dryden's Medal. 
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or courtiers and ladies, stern and abstracted,.making no 
jest and smiling at none. His freezing look, his silence, 
the dry and concise answers which he uttered when he 
could keep silence no longer, disgusted noblemen and 
gentlemen who had been accustomed to be slapped 
on the back by their royal masters, called Jack or 
Harry, congratulated about race cups or rallied about 
actresses. The women missed the homage due to their 
sex. They observed that the King spoke in a somewhat 
imperious tone even to the wife to whom he owed so 
much, and whom he sincerely loved and esteemed.'
They were amused and shocked to see him, when the 
Princess Anne dined with him, and when the first green 
peas of the year were put on the table, devour the whole 
dish without offering a spoonful to her Royal Highness; 
and they pronounced that this great soldier and politi
cian was no better than a Low Dutch bear. t 

Olle misfortune, which was imputed to him as a crime, 
was his bad English. He spoke our language, but not 
well. His accent was foreign: his diction was inele
gant; and his vocabulary seems to have been no larger 
than was necessary for the transaction of business. To 
the difficulty which he felt in expressing himself, and 
to his consciousness that his pronunciation was bad, 
must be pa:r<tly ascribed the taciturnity a?-d the short 

• There is abundant proof tbat 
'Villi am, though a very affectionate, 
was not always a polite hushand. 
But no credit is due to the story 
contained in the letter 'which Dal
rymple was foolish enough to publish 
as Nottingbam's in 1773, and wise 
enough to omit in the edition of 
1790. How any penon who knew 
any thing of the history of those times 
could be so strangely deceived, it ia 
not easy to understand, particularly 
as the handwriting bears no resem
blance to Nottingham'S, with which 
Dalrymple was familiar. The letter 
ia evidently a common newsletter, 

written hy a scribbler, who bad never 
seen the King and Queen except at 
some public place,and whose anec
dotes of their private life rested on 
no better authority than coffeehouse 
gossip. 

t Ronquillo; Burnet, ii. 2.; 
Duchess of Marlborough's Vindica
tion. In a pastoral dialogue between 
Philantler and. PaJremon, published 
in 1691, the dislike with which 
women of fashion regarded William 
is men tioned. . Philander says: 
"But man methinks bis reason should 

recall, . . 
Nor let frail woman work his aecondfaIJ." 
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answers w4ich gave so much offence. Our literature 
he was incapable of enjoying or of understanding. He 
never once, during his whole reign, showed himself at 
the theatre.... The poets who wrote Pindaric verses in . 
his praise complained that their flights of sublimity 
were beyond his comprehension. t Those who are ac
quainted with the panegyrical odes of that age will 
perhaps be of opinion that he did not lose much by his 
ignorance. 

It is true that his wife did her best to supply what 
was wanting, and that she was excellently qualified to. 
be the head of the Court. She was English by birth, 
and English also in her tastes and feelings. Her face 
was handsome, her port majestic, her temper sweet and 
lively, her manners affable and graceful. Her under
standing, though very imperfectly cultivated, was quick. 
There was no want of feminine wit and shrewdness in 
her conversation; and her letters were so well expr~ssed 
that they deserved to be well spelt. She took much 
pleasure in the lighter kinds of literature, and did some
thing towards bringing books into fashion among ladies 
of quality. The stainless purity of her private life and 
the strict attention which she paid to her religious 
duties were the inore respectable,· because she was sin
gularly free from censoriousness, and discouraged scan
dal as much· as vice. In dislike of backbiting indeed 
she and her husband cordially agreed;· but they showed 
their dislike-in different and in very characteristic ways. -
William preserved profound silence, and gave the tale
bearer a look which, as was said by a person who had 
once encountered it, and who took good care never to 
encounter it again, made your story go back down your 

.. Tutchin's Observator oC No
vember 16. 1706. 

l' Prior, who was treated by 
William with much kindness, and 
who was very grateCul for it, in-

forms us that the King did not 
understand poetical eulogy. The 
passage is in a highly curious ma
nuscript, the property oC Lord Lans
downe. 
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tliroai. - Mary had a way of interrupting tattle about 
elopements, duels, and playdebts, by asking the tattlers, 
very quietly yet significantly, whether they hat! ever 
read her favourite sermon, Doctor Tillotson's on Evil 
SpAaking. Her charities were munificent and judicious; 
and, though she made no ostentatious display of them, 
it was known that· she retrenched from her own state 
in order to relieve Protestants whom· persecution had 
driven from France and Ireland, and who were starving 
in the garrets of London. So amiable was her conduct, 
1i11at she was generally spoken of with esteem and ten
derness by the most respectable of those who disap
proved of the manner in which she had been raised to 
the throne, and even of those who refused to acknow
ledge her as Queen. In the Jacobite lampoons of that 
time, lampoons which, in virulence and malignity, far 
exceed any thing that our age has produced, she was 
not .often mentioned with severity. Indeed she some .. 
times expressed her surprise at finding that libellers 
who respected nothing else respected her name. God, 
she said, knew where her weakness lay. She was too 
sensitive to abuse and calumny; He had mercifully 
spared her a trial which was beyond her strength; and 
the best return which she could make to Him was to dis
countenance all malicious reflections on the characters 

• Memoires originaux surleregne says Dohna," prit son air severe. 
et la cour de Fredo!ric I.. Roi de et, Ie regardant sans mot dire. lui fit 
Prusse, ecrits p&r Christophe Comte rentrer les paroles dans Ie ventre. 
de Dohna. Berlin, 1833. It is Le Marquis m'enfit ses plaintes 
strange that this interesting volume quelques heures apres. 'J'ai mal 
should be almost unknown in Eng- pris rna bisque,' dit-il; 'j'ai em faire 
land. The only copy that I have l'agreable sur Ie chapitre de Milord 
evt'r seen of it was kindly given to me •.• maisj'ai trouve II qui parler, et 
by Sir Robert Adair. "Le Roi," j'ai attrape un regard du roi qui m'a 
Dobna saya, "avoit une autre qualite fait passer l'envie de rire:" Dohmr 
tres estimable, qui est celie de n'aimer supposed that William might be less 
point qu'on rendit de mauvais offices sensitive about the character of a 
it personne par des railleries." The Frenchman, aud tried the experi ... 
Marquis ,Ie La Foret tried to enter· ment. But, says he, "j'ens II peu 
tain His Majesty at the expense of pres Ie meme sort que M. de Ia 
an English nobleman. "Ce prince:' Foret." 
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of others. Assured that she possessed her husband's 
entire confidence and affection, she turned the edge of 
his sharp speeches sometimes by soft and sometimes by 
playful answers, and employed all the influence which 
she derived from her many pleasing qualities to gain 
the hearts of the people for him.· 

If she had long continued to assemble round her 
the best society of London, it is probable that her 
kindness and courtesy would have done much to 
efface the unfavourable impression made by his stern 
and frigid demeanour. Unhappily nis physical infirmi
ties made it impossible for him to reside at Whitehall. 
The air of Westminster, mingled with the fog of the 
river which in spring tides overflowed the courts of his 
palace, with the smoke of seacoal from two hundred 
thousand chimneys, and with the fumes of all the filth 
which was then suffered to accumulate in the streets, 
was insupportable to him; for his lungs were weak, 
and his sense of smell exquisitely keen. His constitu
tional asthma made rapid progress. His physicians pro
nounced it impossible that he could live to the end of 
the year. His face was so ghastly that he could hardly 
be recognised. Those who had to transact business 

• Compare the account of Mary 
by the Whig Burnet with the men
tion of her by tile Tory Evelyn in 
Ilis Diary, Marcil 8. 169t, and with 
what is said of her by the NonjuroI: 
who wrote the Letter to Al'chbisllop 
Tennison on her death in 1695. 
The impression which the bluntness 
and reserve of W'illiam and the grace 
and gentleness of Mary had made 
on the populace may be traced in the 
remains of the street poetry of that 
time. The following conjugal dia
logue may still be seen on the ori-

He answered her quickly, • I count him 
no man 

That teUeth his secret unto a woman.' 
The Queen with a modest behaviour 

replied, 
• I wish tbat kind Providence may be 

thy guide, 
To keep thee from danger, my sovereign 

Lord, 
'The which will the greatest of comfort 

afford.'" 

• ginal broadside. 

These lines are in an excellent col
lection formed by Mr. Richard He
ber, and lIOW the property of Mr. 
Bl'oderip, by whom it was kindly 
lent to me. In one of the most sa
vage Jacohite pasquinades of 1689. 
'Villiam is described as "Tben bespoke Mary, our most ro,'a1 

Queen, .. 
• My gracious King William, where are 

you going?' 
.. A churle to his wife. which she mak .. 

but ajesL" ' 
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with him were shocked to hear him gasping for breath, 
and coughing till the tears ran down his cheeks." His 
mind, strong as it was, sympathized with his body. 
His judgment was indeed as clear as ever. But there 
was, during some months,. a perceptible relaxation of 
that energy by which he had been distinguished. Even 
his Dutch friends whispered that he was not the man 
that: he had been at the Hague. t It was absolutely 
necessary that he should quit London. He accordingly 
took up his residence in the purer air of Hampton Court. 
That mansion, begun by the magnificent Wolsey, was a 
nne specimen of the architecture which· flourished in 
England under the nrst Tudors; but the apartments 
were not, according to the notions of the seventeenth 
century, wellntted for purposes of state. Our princes 
therefore had, since. the RestoratIon, repaired thither 
seldom, and only when they wished to live for a time 
in retirement. As William purposed to make the 
deserted edince his chief palace, it was necessary for 
him to build and to plant; nor was the necessity diR
agreeable to him. For he had, like most of his coun
trymen, a pleasure in decorating a country hous~; and 
next to hunting, though at a great interval, his fa
vourite amusements were architecture and gardening. 
He had already created on a sandy heath in Guelders 

-a paradise, which attracted multitudes of the curious 
from Holland and Westphalia. Mary had laid the nrst 
stone of the house. Bentinck had superintended the 

• Burnet, ii. 2.; Burnet, M8. 
IIarl. 6584. But Ronquillo's ac
count is much more circumstantial. 
" Nada se ha visto mas desfigurado; 
y, quantas veces he estado con el, Ie 
he visto toser tanto que se Ie saltaban 
las lagrimas, y se ponia moxado y 
arran cando ; y confiesan los medicos 
que es una asma incurable," Mar. 
-h. 1689· A vaux wrote to the same 
effect from Ireland. "La: sante de 

l'usurpateur est fort mauvaise. L'on 
ne croit pas qu'il vive un an." 
April-A. 

t "Hasta decir los mismos Hollan
deses que 10 desconozC8n," says Ron
quillo. "11 est absolument mal 
propre pour Ie role qu'il a Ii jouer 
a l'heure qu'j) est," says Avaux. 
" Slothful and sickly," says Evelyn. 
March 29. 1689. 
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CHAP. digging of the fishponds. There were cascades and 
grottoes, a spacious orangery, and an aviary which 

~. furnished Hondekoeter with numerous specimens of 
manycoloured plumage.'" The King, in his splendid 
banishment, pined for this favourite seat, and found 
some consolation in creating another Loo on the banks 
of the Thames. Soon a wide extent of ground was laid 
out in formal walks and parterres. Much idle ingenuity 
was employed in forming that intricate labyrinth of 
verdure which has puzzled and amused five generations 
of holiday visitors from London. Limes thirty years 
old were transplanted from neighbouring woods to shade 
the alleys. Artificial fountains spouted among the 
flower beds. A new court, not designed with the purest 
taste, but stately, spacious, and commodious, rose under 
the direction of VV'" reno The wainscots were adorned 
with the rich and delicate carvings of Gibbons. The 
staircases were in a blaze with the glaring frescoes 
of Verrio. In every corner of the mansion appeared 
a profusion of gewgaws, not yet familiar to English 
eyes. Mary had acquired at the Hague a taste for the 
porcelain of China, and amused herself by forming at 
Hampton a vastoollection of hideous images, and of 
vases on which houses, trees, bridges, and mandarins 
were depicted in outrageous defiance of all the laws 
of perspective. The fashion, a frivolous and inelegant 
fashion it must be owned, which was thus set by the 
amiable Queen, spread fast and wide. In a few years 
Il:lmost every great house in the kingdom contained 
a museum of these grotesque baubles. Even statesmen 
and generals were not ashamed to be renowned as 
judges of teapots and dragons; and satirists long con
tinued to repeat that a fine lady valued her mottled 
green pottery quite as much as she valued her mono 
key, and much more than she valued her husband. t 

• See Harris's description of Loo, t Every person wllo is well ac-
1699. quainted with Pope and Addison will 
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But the new paIa:ce was embellished With works of 
art of a very different kind. A gallery was erected for 
the cartoons of Raphael. Those great pictures, then 
and still the finest on o~ side of the Alps, had been 
'preserved by Cromwell from the fate which befell most 
of the other masterpieces in the collection of Charles the 
First, but had been suffered to lie during many years 
nailed up in deal boxes. They were. now brought forth 
from obscurity to be contemplated by artists with ad
miration and despair. The expense of the works at 
Hampton was a subject of bitter complaint to many 
Tories, who had very gently blamed the boundless 
profusion with which Charles the Second had built and 
rebuilt, furnished and refurnished, the dwelling of the 
Duchess of Portsmouth." The expense, however, was 
not the chief cause of the discontent which William's 
change of residence excited. There was no longer a 
Court at Westminster. Whitehall, once the daily resort 
of the noble 'and the powerful, the beautiful and the 
gay, the place to which fops came to show.their new 
peruques, men of gallantry to exchange glances with 
fine ladies, politicians to push their fortunes, loungers 
to hear the news, country gentlemen to see the royal 
family, was now, in the busiest season of the year, when 
London was full, when Parliament was sitting, left deso
late. A solitary sentinel paced the grassgrown pave
ment before that door which had once been too narrow 
for the opposite streams of entering and departing 
courtiers. The services which the metropolis had 

remember their sarcasms on this taste. 
Lady Mary Wortley Montague took 
the other side. " Old. China," she 
says, "is below nobody's taste, since 
it has been the Duke of Argyle's, 
whose understanding has never been 
doubted either by his friends or 
enemies." 

• As to the works at Hampton 
Court, see Evelyn's Diary, July 

16. 1689; the Tour through Great 
Britain, 1724; the British Apelles; 
Horace Walpole on Modern Garden
ing; Burnet, ii. 2, 3. 

'Vhen Evelyn was at Hampton 
Court, ill 1662, the cartoons were 
not to be seen.' The Triumphs of 
Andrea Mantegna were then sup
posed to be the finest pictures in the 
palace. 

57 

CHAP. 
XI. 

1689. 



·58 

. CHAP. 
XL 

1689. 

The Court 
at Ken
sington. 

William's 
foreign fa
vourites, 

IilSTORY OF ENGLAND • 

. rendered to the Kirig were great and recent; and' it was 
thought that he might have requited those services 
better than by treating it as Lewis had treated Paris. 
Halifax ventured to hint this, but was silenced by a few 
words which admitted of no reply. "Do you wish," 
said William peevishly, "to see me dead ?":II: 

In a short time it was· found that Hampton Court 
was too far from the Houses of Lords and Commons, and 
.from the public offices, to be the. ordinary abode bfthe 
Sovereign. Instead, however, of returning to Whitehall, 
William determined to have another dwelling, near 
enough to his capital for the transaction of business, but 
not near enough to be within that atmosphere in which 
he could not pass a night without risk of suffocation. 
At one time he thought of Holland House, the villa of 
the noble family of Rich; and he actually resided there 
some weeks. t But he at length fixed his choice on 
Kensington House, the suburban residence of the Earl 
·of Nottingham. The purchase was made for eighteen 
thousand .guineas, and was followed by more building, 
more planting, more expense, and more discontent. t 
At present Kensington House is considered as a part of 
London. It was then a rural mansion, and could not, 
in those days of highwaymen and scourers, of roads 
deep in mire and nights without lamps,be the rallying 
point of fashionable society. 

It was well known that the King, who treated the _ 
English nobility and gentry so ungraciously, could! in a. 
small circle of his own countrymen, be easy, friendly, 

• Burnet, ii. 2.; Reresby's Me
moirs. Ronquillo wrote repeatedly 
to the same effect. For example, 
"Bien quisiera que el Rey fuese 
mas comunicable, y se acomod.ase un 
poco mas al humor sociable de los 
Ingleses, y que estubiera en Londres: 
pero es cierto que sus achaques no se 
10 permiten." July -As. 168g. Avaux, 
about the same time, wrote thus to 

Croissy from Ireland: "Le Prince 
d'Orange est toujours a. Hampton 
Court, et jamais a. -Ia ville: et Ie 
peuple est fort mal ssti.fait de cette 
maniere bizarre et retiree." 

t Several of his letters to Heinsius 
are dated from Holland House. 

t Narcissus Luttrell's Diary; Eve~ 
lyu's Diary, Feb. 25. ~. 
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even jovial, could pour out his feelings garrulously, could 
fill his glass, perhaps too often; and this was, in the 
view of our forefathers, an aggravation of his offences. 
Yet our forefathers should have had the sense and 
the justice to acknowledge that the patriotism which 
they considered as- a virtue in themselves, could not 
be a fault in him. It was unjust to blame him for 
not at once transferring to our island the love which he 
bore to the country of his birth. If, in essentials, he 
did his duty towards England, he might well be suffered 
to feel at heart an affectionate preference for Holland. 
Nor is it a reproach to him that he did not, in this 
season of his greatness, discard companions who had 
played with him in his childhood, who had stood by him 
:firmly through all the vicissitudes of his youth and 
manhood, who had, in defiance of the most loathsome 
and deadly forms of infection, kept watch by his sick
bed, who had, in the thickest of the battle, thrust them
selves between him and the French swords, and whose 
attachment was, not to the Stadtholder or to the King; 
but to plain William of Nassau. It may be added that 
his old friends could not but rise in his estimation by 
comparison with his new courtiers. To the end of his 
life all his Dutch comrades, without exception, continued 
to deserve his confidence. They could be out of humour 
with him, it is true; and, when out of humour, they 
could be sullen and rude; but never did they, even when 
most. angry and unreasona.ble, fail to keep his secrets 
and to watch over his interests with gentlemanlike and 
soldierlike fidelity. Among his English councillors such 
fidelity was rare.... It is painful, but it is no more than 

• De Foe makes this excuse for 
William: 
.. We blame the King that he relies too moch 

On strangen, Germa..... B ugnenota, and 
Dnk'h, 

And seldom does his great affairs of stale 
To Englhili counsellors communicate. 
The fact might very well be answered thus 
Be has too orren been betrayed by us. 

Be most have been a madman to rely 
On English gentlemen'S fidelity. 
The foreigners have faithfully obeyed 

bim, 
And none bot Englisbmen ha .. e e'er be

trayed him." 

The True' Born Englishman 
Part ii. 
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just, to ~acknowledge that he' had but too good reason 
for thinking meanly of our national character. That 
,character was indeed, in essentials, what it has always 
been. Veracity, uprightness, and manly boldness were 
then, as now, qualities eminently English. But those 
qualities, though widely diffused amElng the great body 
of the people, were seldom to be found in the class with 
which William was best acquainted. The standard of 
honour and virtue among our public men was, during 
his reign,at the very lowest point. His predecessors 
bad bequeathed to him a court foul with all the vices of 
the Restoration, a court swarming with sycophants, who 
were ready, on the first turn of fortune, to abandon him 
as they had abandoned his uncle. Here and there, lost 
in that ignoble crowd, was to be found a man of true 
integrity and public spirit. Yet even such a man could 
not long live in such society without much risk that the 
strictness of his principles would be relaxed, and the 
delicacy of his sense of right and wrong impaired. It 
was unjust to blame a prince surrounded by flatterers 
and traitors for wishing to keep near him four or five 
servants whom he knew by proof to be faithful even to 
death. 

Nor was this the only instance in which our ancestors 
were unjust to him. They had expected that, as soon 
as so distinguished a soldier and statesman was placed 
at the head of affairs, he would give some signal proof, ~ 
they scarcely"knew what, of genius and vigour. Un
happily, during the first months of his reign, almost 
every thing went wrong. His subjects, bitterly disap
pointed, threw the blame on. him, and began to doubt 
whether he merited that reputation which he had won 
at his first entrance into public life, and which the 
splendid success of his last great enterprise had raised 
to the highest point. Had they been in a temper to 
judge fairly, they would have perceived that for the 
maladministration of which they with good reason com
plained he was not responsible. He could as yet work 



.WILLIAM AND MARY. 

only with the machinery which h~ had found; and the 
machinery which he had found was all rust and rotten .. 
ness. From the time of the Restoration to the time of 
the Revolution, neglect and fraud had been almost con
stantly impairing the efficiency of every department of 
the government. Honours and public trusts, peerages, 
baronetcies, regiments, frigates, embassies, governments, 
commissionerships, leases of crown lands, ~ontracts for 
clothing, for provisions, for ammunition, pardons for 
murder, for robbery, for arson, were sold at vYhitehall 
scarcely less openly than asparagus at Covent Garden 
or herrings at Billingsgate. Brokers had been inces
santly plying for custom in the purlieus of the court; 
and of these brokers the most successful had been, in 
the days of Charles, the harlots, and in the days of 
James, the priests. From the palace whkh was the 
chief seat of this pestilence the taint had diffused itself 
through every office and through every rank in every 
office, and had every where produced feebleness and 
disorganization. So rapid was the progress of the decay 
that, within eight years after the time when Ol,iver had 
been the umpire of Europe, the roar of the guns of De 
Ruyter was heard in the Tower of London. The vices 
which had brought that great humiliation on the coun
try had ever since been rooting themselves deeper and 
spreading themselves wider. James had, to do him 
justice, corrected a few of the gross abuses which 
disgraced the naval administration. Yet the naval 
administration, in 'spite of his attempts to reform it, 
moved the contempt of men who were acquainted with 
the dockyards of France and Holland. The military 
administration was still worse. The courtiers took 
bribes from the colonels; the colonels cheated the 
soldiers: the commissaries sent in long bills for what 
had never been furnished: the keepers of the arsenals 
sold the public stores and pocketed the price. But these 
evils, though they had sprung into existence and grown.. 
to maturity under the government of Charles and James, 
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first made themselvE'$ severely felt under the govern
ment of William. For Charles and James were content 
to be the vassals and pensioners of a powerful and am
bitious neighbour: they submitted to his ascendency: 
they shunned with pusillanimous caution whatever could 
give him offence; and thus, at the cost of the independ
ence and dignity of that ancient and glorious crown 
which they llnworthily wore, they avoided a conflict 
which would instantly have shown how helpless, un
der their misrule, their once formidable kingdom had 
become. Their ignominious policy it was neither in 
William's power nor in his nature to follow. It was 
only by arms that the liberty and religion of England 
could be protected against the most formidable enemy 
that had threatened our island since the Hebrides were 
strown with the wrecks of the .Armada. _ The body 
politic, which, while it remained in repose, had presented 
a superficial appearance of health and vigour, was now 
under the necessity of straining every nerve in a wrestle 
for life or death, and was immediately found to be 
unequal.to the exertion. The first efforts' showed an 
utter relaxation of fibre, an utter want of training. 
Those efforts were, with scarcely an exception, failures; 
and every failure was popularly imputed, not to the 
rulers whose mismanagement had produced the in
firmities of the state, but to the ruler in whose time 
the infirmities of the state became visible. 

William might indeed, if he had been as absolute as 
Lewis, have used such sharp remedies as would speedily 
have restored to the English administration that firm 
tone which had been wan.ting since the death of Oliver. 
But the instantaneous reform of inveterate abuses was 
a task far beyond the powers of a prince strictly re
strained by law, and restrained still more strictly by the 
difficulties of his situation." 

• Ronquillo had the good sense the English did not make. After 
and justice to make allowances which describing, in a despatch dated Manh 
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Some of the most serious difficulties of his" situation CHAP) 

were caused by the conduct of the ministers on whom, ,xl. 
new as he was to the details of English affairs, he was l689. 
forced to rely for information about men and things. ~!~:n
There was indeed no want of ability among his chief !'IIl0ngmen 
counsellors: but one half of their ability was employed In office. 

in counteracting the other half. Between the Lord Pre-
sident and the Lord Privy Seal there was an invete-
rate enmity.· It had begun twelve years before when 
Danby was Lord High Treasurer,. a persecutor of non .. 
conformists, an uncompromising defender of prero-
gative, and when Halifax was rising to distinction a& 
one of the most eloquent leaders of the country party. 
In the reign of James, the two statesmen had found" 
themselves in opposition together; and th~ir COnimOIL 

hostility to France and to Rome, to the High ComIilis~ 
sion and to the dispensing power, had, produced an 
apparent reconciliation; but as soon as they were in 
office together the old antipathy revived. The hatred: 
which the Whig party felt towards them both ought, it 
should seem, to have produced a close alliance between 
them: but in fact each 'of them saw with complacency 
the danger which threatened the other. Danby exerted 
himself to rally round him a strong phalanx of Tories~ 
Under the plea. of ill'health, he withdrew from court, 
seldom came to the Council over which it was his 
duty to preside, passed much time in the country, and 
took scarcely any part in public affairs except by 
grumbling and sneering at all the acts of the govern~ 
ment, and by doing jobs and getting places for his 
personal retainers. t In consequence of this defection, 
ft. 1689, the lamentable state of 
the military and naval establish
ments, he says, "De esto no tiene 
culpa el Principe de Oranges; por
que pensar que se han de poder vol
ver en dos meses tree Reynos de 
abaxo arriba es una extravagancia." 
Lord President Stair, in a letter writ •. 

ten from London about il month 
later, says that the delays "!>.f tbe 
English administi:ation had lowered 
the King's reputation, "though with~ 
out bis· fault. .. 

• Burnet, ii, 4.·; Reresby. " 
t Reresby's· Memoirs; Burnet 

MS. furL·6584. 
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Halifax became prime minister, as far any minister 
could, in that reign, be called prime minister. . An 
immense load of business fell on him; and that load 
he was unable to sustain. In wit and eloquence, in 
amplitude of comprehension and subtlety of disquisition, 
he had no equal among the statesmen of his time. But 
that very fertility, that very acuteness, which gave a 
singular charm to his conversation, to his oratory and 
to his writings, unfitted him for the work of promptly 
deciding practical questions. He was slow from very 
quickness. For he saw so many arguments for and 
against every possible course that he was longer in 
making up his mind than a dull man would have been. 
Instead of acquiescing in his first thoughts, he replied 
on himself, rejoined on himself, and surrejoined on him
self. Those who heard him talk owned that he talked 
like an angel: but too often, when he had exhausted all 
that could be said, and came to act, the time for action 
was over. 

Meanwhile the two Secretaries of State were con
stantly labouring to draw their master in diametrically 
opposite directions. Every scheme, every person, re
commended by one of them was reprobated by the 
other. Nottingham was never weary of repeating that 
the old Roundhead party, the party which had taken 
the life of Charles the First and had plotted against the 
life of Charles the Second, was in principle republican, 
and that the Tories were the only true friends of 
monarchy. Shrewsbury replied that the Tories might 
be friends of monarchy, but that they regarded James 
a.s their monarch. Nottingham was always bringing to 
the closet intelligence of the wild daydreams in which 
a few old eate.rs of calf's head, the remains of the once 
formidable party of Bradshaw and Ireton, still indulged 
at taverns in the city. Shrewsbury produced ferocious 
lampoons which the Jacobites dropped every day in the 
coffeehouses. " Every Whig," said the Tory Secretary, 
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" is an enemy of your Majesty's prerogative." " Every 
Tory," said the Whig Secretary, "is an enemy of your 
Majesty's title."-

At the treasury there was a complication of jealousies 
and quarrels. t Both the First Commissioner, Mordaunt, 
and the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Delamere, were 
zealous Whigs: but, though they held the same political 
creed, their tempers differed widely. Mordaunt was 
volatile, dissipated, and generous. The wits of that 
time laughed at the way in which he flew about from 
Hampton Court to the Royal Exchange, and from the 
Royal Exchange back to Hampton Court. How he 
found time for dress, politics, lovemaking and ballad
making was a wonder. t Delamere was gloomy and 
acrimonious, !l.ustere in his private morals, and punctual 
in his devotions, but greedy of ignoble gain. The two 
principal ministers of finance, therefore,became enemies, 
and agreed only in hating their colleague Gpdolphin. 
What business had he at Whitehall in these days of 
Protestant ascendency, he who . had sate at the same 
board with Papists, he who had never scrupled to attend 
:Mary of Modena to the idolatrous worship of the Mass? 
The most provoking circumstance was that Godolphin, 
though his name stood only third in the commission, 
was really first Lord. For in financial knowledge and 
in habits of business Mordaunt and Delamere were mere 
children when compared with him; and this William 
soon discovered.§ 

Similar feuds raged at the other great boards and 
through all the subordinate ranks of. public function~ 
aries. In every customhouse,. in every arsenal, were 
a Shrewsbury and a Nottingham, a Delamere and a 

• Burnet, ii. S, 4. 15. 
f Burnet, ii. 5. 
: "How does he do to distribute his 

hours, 
Some to the Court, and lOme to th81 

City, .. ' : 

VOL.m. F 

Some to the State, and some to Love's 
powers, 

Some to be vain, and some to be witty 1 " 
The Modern Lampooners, a 

poem of 1690. 
§ Burnet, ii. 4. 
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Godplphin. ,The Whigs complained that there was 
no department in which creatures of the fallen tyranny 
were not to be found. It was idle to allege that these 
men were versed in the details of business, that they 
were the depositaries of official traditions, and that 
the friends of liberty, having been, during many years, 
excluded from public employment, must necessarily be 
incompetent to take on themselves at once the whole 
management of affairs. Experience doubtless had its 
value: but surely the first of· all the qualifications of 
a servant was fidelity; and no Tory could be a really 
faithful servant of the new government. If King Wil
liltn:l were, wise, he would rather trust novices zealous 
for his interest and honour than veterans who might 
indeed possess ability and knowledge, but who would 
use that' ability and that knowledge to effect his ruin. 

The Tories, on the other hand, complained that their 
share of power bore no proportion to their number and 
their weight in the country, and that every where old and 
useful public servants were, for the crime of being friends 
to monarchy and to the Church, turned out oftheir posts 
to make way for Rye House plotters and haunters of 
conventicles. These upstarts, adepts in the art of 
factious agitation, but ignorant of all that belonged to 
their new calling, would be just beginning to learn their 
business when they had undone the nation by their 
blunders. To be a rebel and a schismatic was surely not 
all that ought to be required of a man in high employ
ment. What would become of the finances, what of the 
marine, if Whigs.who could not understand the plainest 
balance sheet were to manage the revenue, and Whigs 
who had never walked over a dockyard to fit out the 
fleet.· 

• Ronquillo calls the Whig fune. June 24. 1689. In one of the imiu
tion~rieB " Gente que no tienen pra- merable Dialogues which appeared 
tica ni experiencia." He adds, at that time, the Tory interlocutor 
u Y de esto procede el pasarse un puts the question, "Do you think 
mes y un otro, sin executarse uada." the government would be better 
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The truth is that the charges which the· two parties CHAP; 

brought against each other were, to a great extent, well XI. 

founded, but that the blame which both threw on William 1689~ 
was unjust. Official experience was to be found almost 
exclusively among the Tories, hearty attachment to the 
new settlement almost exclusively among the Whigs. 
It was not the fault of the King that the knowledge and 
the zeal, which, combined, make a valuable servant of the 
state must at that time be had separately or not at all. 
If he employed men of one party, there was· great risk 
of mistakes. If he employed men of the other party, 
there was great risk of treachery. If he employed men 
of both parties, there was still some risk of mistakes; 
there was still some risk of treachery; and to these risks 
was added the certainty of dissension. He might join 
Whigs and Tories; but it was beyond hie! power to mix 
them. In the same office, at the same. desk, they were 
still enemies, and agreed only in murmuring at the 
Prince who tried to mediate between them. It was in· 
evitable that, in such circumstances, the administration, 
fiscal, military, naval, should be. feeble and unsteady; 
that nothing should be done in quite the right way or 
at quite the right time; that the distractions from which 
scarcely any public office was exempt should produce 
disasters, and that every disaster should increase the 
distractions from which it had sprung. 

There was indeed one department of which the bu- Depart

siness was well conducted; and that was tl1e depart- r;:,~~:: 
ment of Foreign Affairs. There William directed every affairs. 

thing, and, on important occasions, neither' asked the 
advice nor employed the agency of any English politi-
cian. One invaluable assist~t he had,Anthony Hein-
sius, who, a few weeks after the Revolution had been 
accomplished, became Pensionary of Holland. Hein .. 
sius had entered public life as a member of that party 

served by strangers. to business t" rant friends than understanding' 
The Whig answers, "Better igno. enemies." 

I' 2 
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which was jealous of the power of the House of Orange, 
and desirous to be on friendly terms with France. But 
he had been sent in 1681 on a diplomatic mission to 
Versailles; and a short residence there had produced a 
complete change in his views. On a near acquaintance, 
he was alarmed by the power . and provoked by the 
insolence of that Court of which, while he contemplated 
it only at a distance, he had formed a favourable opinion. 
He found that his country was despised. He saw his 
religion persecuted. His official character did not save 
him from some personal affronts which, to the latest 
day of his long career, he never forgot. He went home 
a devoted adherent of William and a mortal enemy of 
Lewis.· 

The office of Pensionary, always important, was pe
culiarly important when the Stadtholder was absent 
from the Hague. Had the politics of Heinsius been 
still what they once were, all the great designs of Wil
liam might have been frustrated. But happily there 
was between these two eminent men a perfect friendship 
which, till death dissolved it, appears never to have 
been interrupted for one moment by suspicion or ill 
humour. On all large questions of European policy 
they cordially agreed. They corresponded assiduously 
and most unreservedly. For though William was slow 
to give his confidence, yet, when he gave it, he gave it 
entire. The correspondence is still extant, and is most 
honourable to both. The King's letters would alone 
suffice to prove that he was one of the greatest states
men whom Europe has produced. While he lived, the 
Pensionary was content to be the most obedient, the 
most trusty, and the most discreet of servants. But, 
after the death of the master, the servant proved him
self capable of supplying with eminent ability the mas
ter's place,and was renowned throughout Europe as 

• NegociatioDa de M. Le Comte d'Avaux, 4 Mars 1683; Torey'. 
Memoirs. 
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bne of the great Triumvirate which humbled the pride CHAP. 

of Lewis the Fourteenth.. XL 

The foreign policy of England, directed immediately 1.6~9. 
by William in close concert with Heinsius, was, at this ~~::: 
time, eminently skilful and successful. But in every 
other part of the administration the evils arising from 
the mutual animosity of factions were but too plainly 
discernible. Nor was this all. To the evils arising 
from the mutual animosity of factions were added other 
evils arising from the mutual animosity of sects. 

The year 1689 is a not less important epoch in the 
ecclesiastical than in the civil history of England. In 
that year was granted the first legal indulgence to Dis
senters. In that year was made the last serious attempt 
to bring the Presbyterians within the pale of the Church 
of England. From that year dates a new schism, made, 
in defiance of ancient precedents, by men who had always 
professed to regard schism with peculiar" abhorrence, 
and ancient precedents with peculiar veneration. 1n 
that year began the long struggle between two great 
parties of conformists. Those parties indeed had, under 
various forms, existed within the Anglican communion 
ever since the Reformation; but till after the Revo
lution they did not appear marshalled in regular and 
permanent order of battle against each other, and were 
therefore not known by established names. Some time 
after the accession of William they began to be called 

. the High Church party and the Low Church party; 
and, long before the end of his reign, these appellations 
were in common use. t 

In the summer of 1688 the breaches which had long 

• The original correspondence of 
William and Heinsius is in Dutch. 
A French translation of all William's 
letters, and an English translation 
of a few of Heinsius's letters, are 
among the Mackintosh MSS. The 
Baron Sirtema de Grovestins, who has 
had access to the originals, frequently 

quotes passages in his " Histoire des 
luttes et rivalites entre les puissances 
maritimes et la France." There iR 
very little difference in substance, 
though much in phraseology, between 
his version end that which I have 
used. 

t Though these very convenient . 
I' 3 
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diVided the great body of English Protestants haa. 
seemed to be almost closed. Disputes about Bishops 
and Synods, written prayers and extemporaneous pray
ers, white gowns and black gowns, sprinkling and dip
ping, kneeling and sitting, had been for a short space 
intermitted. The serried array which was then drawn 
up against Popery measured the whole of the vast in
terval which separated Sancroft from Bunyan. Prelates 
recently conspicuous as persecutors now declared them
selves friends of religious liberty, and exhorted their 
clergy to live in a constant interchange of hospitality 
and of kind offices with the separatists. Separatists, 
on the other hand, who had recently considered mitres 
and lawn sleeves as the livery of Antichrist, were put
ting candles in windows and throwing faggots on bon
fires in honour of the prelates. 

These feelings continued to grow till they attained 
their greatest height on the memorable day on which 
the common oppressor finally quitted Whitehall, and 
on which an innumerable multitude, tricked out in 
orange ribands, welcomed the common deliverer to 
Saint James's. When the clergy of'London came, 
headed by Compton, to express their gratitude to him 
by whose instrumentality God had wrought salvation 
for the Church and the State, the procession was 
swollen by some eminent nonconformist divines. It 
was delightful to many good men to learn that pious 
and learned Presbyterian ministers had walked in the 
train of a Bishop, had been· greeted by him with fra
ternal kindness, and had been announced by him· in the 
presence chamber as his .dear and respected friends, se
parated from him indeed by some differences of opinion on 
minor points, but united to him by Christian charity and 
by common zeal for the essentials of the reformed faith • 

• names are not, as far as I know, to I shall use them without scruple, as 
be found in any book printed during others have done,. in writing about 
the earlier years of 'Villiam's reign, the transactiollS of those years. 
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There had never before been such a day in England ; CHAP. 

and there has never since been such a day. The tide XL 

of feeling was already on the tum; and the ebb was16sg. 
even more rapid than the flow had been.. In a very ~:e H~gh 
few hours the High Churchman began to feel tender. par~;~ 
ness for the enemy whose tyranny was noW no ,longer 
feared, and dislike of the allies whose services were now 
no longer needed. It was easy to gratify both feelings 
by imputing to the dissenters the misgovernment of 
the exiled King. His Majesty _such was now the lan-
guage of too many Anglican divines-would have been 
an excellent sovereign had he not been too confiding, 
too forgiving. He had put his trust in a class of ,men 
who hated his office, his family, his person, with im~ 
placable hatred. He had ruined himself in the vain 
attempt to conciliate them. He had relieved them, in 
defiance of law and of the unanimous sense of the old 
royalist party, from the pressure of the. penal. code; had 
allowed them to worship God publicly after their own 
mean and tasteless fashion; had admitted them to the 
bench of jusl;ice and to the Privy Council; had gratified 
them with fur robes, gold chains, salaries, and pensions. 
In return for his liberality, these people,once so un-
couth in demeanour, once so savage in opposition even 
to legitimate authority, had become the most abject of 
flatterers. They had continued to applaud and encou-
rage him when the most devoted friends of his family 
had retired in shame and sorrow from his palace. Who 
had more foully sold the religion and liberty of his 
-country than Titus? Who had been more zealous for 
the dispensing power than Alsop? Who had urged on 
the persecution of the seven Bishops more fiercely than 
Lobb? What chaplain impatient for a deanery had 
ever, even when preaching in the royal presence on the 
thirtieth of January or the twenty ninth of May, ut-
tered adulation more gross than might easily be found 
in those addresses by which dissenting congregations 

114 
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CHAP had, testified their gratitude for the illegal Declaration 
XL 

of Indulgence ? Was it strange that a prince who had 
1689. never st~died law books should have believed that he 

was only exercising his rightful prerogative, when he 
was thus encouraged by a faction which had alw~ys 
ostentatiously professed hatred of arbitrary power? 
Misled by such guidance, he had gone further and 
further in the wrong path: he had at length estranged 
from him hearts which would once have poured forth 
their best blood in his defence: he had left himself no 
supporters except his old foes; and, when the day of 
peril came, he had found that the feeling of his old foes 
towards him was still what it had been when they 
had attempted to rob him of his inheritance, and when 
they had plotted against his life. Every man of sense 
had long known that the sectaries bore no love to mon
archy. It had now been found that they bore as little 
love to freedom. To trust them with power would be 
an error not less fatal to the nation than to the throne. 
If, in order to redeem pledges somewhat rashly given, 
it should be thought necessary to grant "them relief, 
every concession ought to be accompanied by limit
ations and precautions. Above all, no man who was 
an enemy to the ecclesiastical constitution of the realm 
ought to be permitted to bear any part in the civil 
government. 

The Low Between the nonconformists and the rigid conform
~~;~h ists stood the Low Church party. That party con- .

tained, as it still contains, two very different elements, a 
Puritan element and a Latitudinarian element. On al
most every question, however, relating either to ecclesias
tical polity or to the ceremonial of public worship, the 
Puritan Low Churchman and the Latitudinarian Low 
Churchman were perfectly agreed. They saw in the ex-

. isting polity and in the existing ceremonial no defect, no 
blemish, which could make it their duty to become dis
senters. Nevertheless they held that both the polity and 
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the ceremonial were means and not ends, and that the 
essential spirit of Christianity might exist without epi
scopal orders and without a Book of Common Prayer. 
They had, while James was on the throne, been mainly 
instrumental in forming the great Protestant coalition 
against Popery and tyranny; and they continued in 
1689 to hold the same conciliatory language which they 
had held in 1688. They gently blamed the scruples of 
the nonconformists. It was undoubtedly a great weak
ness to i.Iq.agine that there could be any sin in wearing a 
white robe, in tracing a cross, in kneeling at the rails of an 
altar. But the highest authority had given the plainest 
directions as to the manner in which such weakness 
was to be treated. The weak brother was not to be 
judged: he was not to be despised: believers who had 
stronger minds were commanded to sooth him by large 
compliances, and carefully to remove out of his path 
every stumbling block which could cause him to offend. 

. An apostle had declared that, though he had himself 
no misgivings about the use of animal food or of wine, 
he would ellt herbs and drink water rather than give 
scandal to the feeblest of his flock. What would he 
have thought of ecclesiastical rulers who, for the sake 
of a vestment, a gesture, a posture, had not only torn 
the Church asunder, but had filled all the gaols of 
England with men of orthodox faith and saintly life? 
The reflections thrown by the High Churchmen on 
the recent conduct of the dissenting body the Low 
Churchmen pronounced to be grossly unjust. The 
wonder was, not that a few nonconformists should. 
have accepted with thanks an indulgence which, illegal 
as it was, had opened the doors of their prisons and 
given security to their hearths, but that the noncon
formists generally should have been true to the cause 
of a constitution from the benenta of which they had 
been long excluded. It was most unfair to impute 
to a great party the faults of a few individuals. Even 
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CHAP among the Bishops of the Established ·Church James 
Xl. had found tools and sycophants. The conduct of Cart-

1689. wright and Parker had been much more inexcusable 
than that of Alsop and Lobb. Yet those who held 
the dissenters answerable for the errors of Alsop and 
Lobb would doubtless think it· most unreasonable to 
hol~ the Church answerable for the far deeper guilt of 
Cartwright and Parker. 

The Low Church clergymen were a minority, and not 
a large minority, of their profession: but their weight 
was much more than proportioned to their numbers : 
for they mustered strong in the capital: they had 
great influence there; and the average of intellect and 
knowledge was higher among them than among their 
order generally. We should probably overrate their 
numerical strength, if we were to estimate them at a 
tenth part of the priesthood. Yet it will .scarcely be 
denied that there were among them as many men of 
distinguished eloquence and learning as could be found 
in the other nine tenths. Among the laity who con
formed to the established religion the parties were not 
unevenly balanced. Indeed the line· which separated 
them deviated very little from the line which separated 
the Whigs and the Tories. In the House of Commons, 
which had been elected when the Whigs were trium
phant, the Low Church party greatly preponderated. 
In the Lords there was an almost exact equipoise; and 
very slight circumstances sufficed to turn the scale. 

'~iUiam's The head of the Low Church party was the King. He 
:~~;i~~~:: had been bred a Presbyterian: he was, from rational 
cl"~iastical conviction, a Latitudinarian; and personal ambition, as 
pohty. well as higher motives, prompted him to act as medi-

ator among Protestant sects. He was bent on effecting 
three great reforms in the laws touching ecclesiastical 
matters. His first object was to obtain for dissenters 
permission to celebrate their worship in freedom and 
security. His second object ~as to make such changes 
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in the Anglican ritual and polity as, Without offending CHAP. 

those to whom that ritual and polity were dear, might XL 

conciliate the moderate nonconformists. His third object 1689. 
was to throw open civil offices to Protestants without 
distinction of sect. All his three objects were good; but 
the first only was at that time attainable. He came too 
late for the second, and too early for the third. 

A few days after his accession, he took a step which BB~rnh et, 
• di d,' b . ak hi . IS opof ill cate ill a manner not to e mIst en, s sentl- Salisbury. 

ments touching ecclesiastical polity and public worship. 
He found only one see unprovided with a Bishop. 
Seth Ward, who had during many years had charge Qf 
the diocese of Salisbury, and who had been honourably 
distinguished as one of the· founders of the Royal 
Society, haVing long survived his faculties, died while 
the country was agitated by the elections for the Con
vention, without knowing that great events, of which 
not the least important had passed under his oWn roof, 
had saved his Church and his country from ruin. The 
choice of a successor was no light matter. That choice 
would inevitably be considered by the country as a 
prognostic of the highest import. The King too might 
well be perplexed by the number of divines whose 
erudition, eloquence, courage, and uprightness had been 
conspicuously displayed during the contentions of the 
last three years. The preference was given to Burnet. 
His claims were doubtless great. Yet William might 
have had a more tranquil reign if lie had postponed for 
a time the well earned promotion of his chaplain, and 
had bestowed the first great spiritual preferment, which, 
after the Revolution, fell to the disposal·of the Crown, 
on some eminent theologian, attached to the new set
tlement, yet not generally hated by the clergy. Un
happily the name of Burnet was odious to the great 
majority of the Anglican priesthood. Though, as re
spected doctrine, he by no means belonged to the 
extreme section of the Latitudinarian party, he was 
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popularly regarded as the personification of the Latitu~ 
dinarian spirit. This distinction he owed to the promi
nent place which he held in literature and politics, to 
the readiness of his tongue and of his pen, and above 
all to the frankness and boldness of his nature, frankness 
which could keep no secret, and boldness which flinched 
from no danger. He had formed but a low estimate of 
the character of his clerical brethren considered as a 
body; and, with his usual indiscretion, he frequently 
suffered his opinion to escape him. They hated him in 
return with a hatred which has descended to their suc
c~ssors, and which, after the lapse of a century and a. 
half, does not appear to languish. 

As soon as the King's decision was known, the 
question was every where asked, 'What will the Arch
bishop do? Sancroft had absented himself from the 
Convention; he had refused to sit in the Privy Council : 
he had ceased to confirm, to ordain, and to institute; 
and he was seldom seen out of the walls of his pa
lace at Lambeth. He, on all occasions, professed to 
think himself still bound by his old oath of allegiance. 
Burnet he regarded as. a scandal to the priesthood, a 
Presbyterian in a surplice. The prelate who should 
lay hands on that unworthy head would commit more 
than one great sin. He would, in a sacred place, and 
before a great congregation of the faithful, at once 
acknowledge an usurper as a King, and confer on a 
schismatic the character of a Bishop. During some 
time Sancroft positively declared that he would not 
obey the precept of William. Lloyd of Saint Asaph, 
w.ho was the common friend of the Archbishop and of 
the Bishop elect, intreated and expostulated in vain. 
Nottingham, who, of all the laymen connected with the 
new government, stood best with the clergy, tried his 
influence, but to no better purpose. The .Tacobites 
said every where. that they were sure of the good old 
frimate; that he had the spirit of a martyr; that he. 
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Was deterinined to brave, in the cause of the Monarchy 
and of the Church, the utmost rigour of those laws 
with which the obsequious parliaments of the sixteenth 
century had fenced the Royal Supremacy. He did in 
truth hold out long. But at the last moment his heart 
failed him, and he looked round him for some mode 
of escape. Fortunately, as childish scruples often dis .. 
turbed his conscience, childish expedients often quieted 
it. A more childish expedient than that to .which he 
now resorted is not to be found in all the tomes of the 
casuists. He would not himself bear a part in the 
service. He would not publicly pray for the Prince 
and Princess as King and Queen. He would not call 
for their D?-andate, order it to be read, and then proceed 
to obey it. But he issued a commission empowering 
any three of his suffragans to commit, in his name, 
and as his delegates, the sins which he. did not choose 
to commit in person. The reproaches of all parties'. 
soon made him ashamed of himself. He then tried to 
suppress the e-vidence of his fault by means more dis..
creditable than the fault itself. He abstracted from 
among the public records of which he was the guardian 
the instrument by which he had authorised his brethren 
to act for him, and was with difficulty induced to give 
it up.-

Burnet however had, under the authority of this 
instrtiD}-ent, been consecrated. When he next waited 
on Mary, she reminded him of the conversations which 
they had held at the Hague about the high duties and 
grave responsibility of Bishops. "I hope," she said, 
"that you will put your notions in practice." Her 
hope was not disappointed. Whatever may be thought. 
of Burnet's opinions touching civil and ecclesiastical 
polity, or of the temper and judgment which he showed. 
in defending those opinions, the utmost malevolence 

• Burnet, ii. S.,; Birch's Life of Tillotson,; Life of Kettlewell, part iii •. 
section 62. . 
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of faction could not venture to deny that he tended 
his flock with a zeal, diligence, and disinterestedness 
worthy of the purest ages of the Church. His juris~ 
diction extended over Wiltshire and Berkshire. These 
counties he divided into districts which he sedulously 
visited. About two months of every summer he passed 
in preaching, catechizing, and confirming daily from 
church to church. When he died there was no corner 
of his diocese in which the people had not had seven or 
eight opportunities of receiving his instructions and of 
asking his advice. The worst weather, the worst roads, 
did not prevent him from discharging these duties. 
On one occasion, when the floods were out, he exposed 
his life to imminent risk rather than disappoint a rural 
congregation which was in expectation of a. discourse 
from the Bishop. The poverty of the inferior clergy 
was a constant cause of uneasiness to his kind and 
generous heart. He was indefatigable and at length 
successful in his attempts to obtain for them from the 
Crown that grant which is known by the name of 
Queen Anne's Bounty.*' He was especially careful, 
when he travelled through his diocese, to lay no burden 
on them. Instead of requiring them to entertain him, 
he entertained them. He always fixed his headquarters 
at a market town, kept a table there, and, hy his decent 
hospitality and munificent charities, tried to conciliate 
those who were prejudiced against his doctrines. When 
he bestowed a poor benefice, and he had many such to 
bestow, his practice was to add out of his own purse 
twenty pounds a year to the income. Ten promising 
young men, to each of whom he allowed thirty pounds 
a year, studied divinity under his own eye in the close 
of Salisbury. He had several children: but he did 
not think himself justified in hoarding for them. Their 

• Swift, writing under the name Church. Swift cannot have been 
of Gregory Misosarum, most malig- ignorant that the Church was in
nantly and dishonestly represents debted for the grant chiefly to Bur
Burnet as grudging this grant to the net's perseyering exertions. 
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mother had. brought him a good fortune. With that CHAP 

fortune, he always said, they'must be content. He Xl. 

would not, for their sakes, be guilty of the crime of Ip8~ 
raising an estate out of revenues sacred to' piety and 
charity. Such merits as these will, in the judgment of 
wise and candid men, appear fully to atone for every 
offence which can be justly imputed to him .... 

When he took his seat in the House of Lords, he Notting

found that assembly busied in ecclesiastical legisla- ~i"~: con

tion. A statesman who was well known to be devoted c~r~ing.ec-I 
C.eslastlca 

to the Church had undertaken to plead the cause of polity. 

the Dissenters. No subject in the realm occupied so 
important and commanding a position with referenee 
to religious parties as Nottingham. To the influence 
derived from rank, from wealth, and from office, he 
added the higher influence which belongs to knowledge, 
to eloquence, and to integrity. The orthodoxy of his 
creed, the regularity of his devotions, and the purity of 
his morals gave a peculiar weight to his opinions on' 
questions in which the interests of Christianity were 
concerned. Of all the ministers of the new Sovereigns, 
he had the largest share of the confidence of the clergy. 
Shrewsbury was certainly a Whig, and probably a free .. 
thinker: he had lost one religion; and it did not 
very clearly appear that he had found another. Halifax. 
had been during many years accused of scepticism, 
deism, atheism. Danby's attachment to episcopacy 
and the liturgy was rather political than religious. 
But Nottingham was such a son as the Church was 
proud to own. Propo&itions, therefore, which, if made 
by his colleagues, would infallibly produce a' violent 

• See the Life of Burnet, ab the Anecdotes. A most honourable tea
end of the second volume of his his- timony to Burnet's virtues, given by 
tory, his manuscript memoirs, HarL another Jacobite who had attacked 
6584, his memorials touching the him fiercely, and whom he had treated 
First Fruits and Tenths, and Somers's generously, the learned and upright 
letter to him on that subject. See Thomas Baker, will be found in the 
also what Dr. King, Jacobite as he Gentleman's Magazine for August 
was, had the justice to say in his and September, 1791. 
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pallic among the clergy, might, if made by· him, find a 
favourable reception even in universities and chapter 
houses. The friends of religious liberty were with good 
reason desirous to obtain his cooperation ; and, up to 
a certain point, he was not unwilling to cooperate with 
them. He was decidedly for a toleration. He was 
even for what was then called a comprehension : that 
is to say, he was desirous to make some alterations in 
the Anglican discipline and ritual for the purpose of re· 
moving the scruples of the moderate Presbyterians. But 
he was not prepared to give up the Test Act. The only 
fault which he found with that Act was that it was not 
sufficiently stringent, and that it left loopholes through 
which schismatics sometimes crept into civil employ. 
ments. In truth it was because he was not disposed 
to part with the Test that he was willing to consent 
to some changes in the Liturgy. He conceived that, 
if the entrance of the Church were but a very little 
widened, great numbers who had hitherto lingered near 
the threshold would press in. Those who still remained 
without would then not be sufficiently numerous or 
powerful to extort any further concession, and would 
be glad to compound for a bare toleration.'" 

The opinion of the Low Churchmen concerning the 
Test Act differed widely from his. But many of them 
thought that it was of the highest importance to have his 
support on the great questions of Toleration and Com~ 
prehension. From the scattered fragments of inform· 
ation which have come down to us, it appears that a 
compromise was made. It is quite certain that Not· 
tingham undertook to bring in a Toleration Bill and a 
Comprehension Bill, and to use his best endeavours to 
carry both bills through the House of Lords. It is 
highly probable that, in return for this great service, 

• Oldmixon would have us believe supported by evidence, is of no 
that Nottingham was not, at this weight whatever; and all the evi
time, unwilling to give up the Test dence which he produces makes 
Act. But Oldmixon's assertion, un· against his assertion. 
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Bome of the leading Whigs consented to let the -Test CHAP. 

Act remain for the present unaltered. XI. 

There was no difficulty in framing either the Tole- 1689. 

ration Bill or the Comprehension Bill. The situation 
of the dissenters had been much discussed nine or 
ten years before, when the kingdom was distracted by 
the fear of a Popish plot, and when there was among 
Protestants a general disposition to unite against the 
common enemy. The government had then been will-
ing to make large concessions to the Whig party, on 
condition that the crown should be suffered to descend 
according to the regular course. A draught of a law 
authorising the public worship of the nonconforr.n.ists, 
and a draught of a law making some alterations in the 
public worship of the Established Church, had been 
prepared, and would probably have been passed by both 
Houses without difficulty, had not Shaftesbury and his 
coadjutors refused to listen to any terms, and, by grasp-
ing at what was beyond their reach, missed advantages 
which might easily have been secured. In the framing 
of these draughts, Nottingham, then an active member 
of the House of Commons, had borne a considerable 
part. He now brought them forth from the obscurity 
in which they had remained since the dissolution of 
the Oxford Parliament, and laid them, with some slight 
alterations, on the table oftha Lords.* 

The Toleration Bill passed both Houses with little The To

debate. This celebrated statute, long considered as the ~:;ttiOD 
Great Charter of religious liberty, has since been ex
tensively modified, and is hardly known to the present 
generation except by name. The name, however, is still 
pronounced with respect by many who will perhaps 
learn with surprise and disappointment the real nature 

• Burnet, ii. 6.; Van Citters to from His Majesty'sDeclaration, with 
the States General, March ft. 161'9; a Bill for Comprehension and Indul~ 
King William's Toleration, heing gence, drawn up in order to an Act 
an explanation of that liberty of of Parliament, licensed March 25. 
tonscience which may be expected 1689. 

VOL. III. G 
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of the law which they have been accustomed to hold in 
honour. 

Several statutes which had been passed between the 
accession of Queen Elizabeth and the Revolution re
quired all people under severe penalties to attend the 
services of the Church of England, and to abstain from 
attending conventicles. The Toleration Act did not 
repeal any of these statutes, but merely provided that 
they should not be construed to extend to any person 
who should testify his loyalty by taking the Oaths of 
Allegiance and Supremacy, and his Protestantism by 
subscribing the Declaration against Transubstantiation. 

The relief thus granted was common between the 
dissenting laity and the dissenting clergy. But the 
dissenting clergy had some peculiar grievances. The 
Act of Uniformity had laid a mulct of a hundred 
pounds on every person who, not having receive<;l epi
scopal ordination, should presume to administer the 
Eucharist. The Five Mile Act had driven many pious 
and learned ministers from their houses and their 
friends, to live among rustics in obscure villages of 
which the name was not to be seen on the map. The 
Conventicle Act had imposed heavy fines on divines who 
should preach in any meeting of separatists; and, in 
direct opposition to the humane spirit of our common 
law, the Courts were enjoined to construe this Act 
largely and beneficially for the suppressing of dissent 
and for the encouraging of informers. These severe 
statutes were not repealed, but were, with many condi
tions and precautions, relaxed. It was provided that 
every dissenting minister should, before he exercised 
his function, profess under his hand his belief in the 
articles of the Church of England, with a few excep
tions. The propositions to which he was not required 
to assent were these; that the Church has 'power to 
regulate ceremonies; that the doctrines set forth in 
the Book of Homilies are sound; and that there is 
nothing superstitious and idolatrous in the ordination 
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service. If he declared himself a Baptist,< he was also 
excused from affirming that the baptism of infants is 
a laudable practice. But, unless his conscience suffered 
him to subscribe thirty four of the thirty nine articles, 
and the greater part of two other articles, he could not 
preach without incurring all the punishments which 
the Cavaliers, in the day of their power and their ven~ 
geance, had devised for the tormenting and ruining of 
schismatical teachers. 
_ The situation of the Quaker differed from that of 
other dissenters, and differed for the worse. The Pres
byterian, the Independent, and the Baptist had no 
scruple about the Oath of Supremacy. But the Quaker 
refused to take it, not because he objected to the pro ... 
position that foreign sovereigns and prelates have no 
jurisdiction in England, but because his conscience 
would not suffer him to swear to any proposition what
ever. He was therefore exposed to the severity of part 
of that penal code which, long before Quakerism exi~ted, 
had been enacted against Roman Catholics by the Par~ 
liaments of Elizabeth. Soon after the R~storation, a 
severe law, distinct from the general law which applied 
to all conventicles, had been passed against meetings of 
Quakers. The Toleration Act permitted the members 
of this harmless sect to hold their assemblies in peace, 
on condition of signing three documents, a declaration 
against Transubstantiation, a promise of fidelity to the 
government, and a confession of Christian belief. The 
objections which the Quaker had to the Athanasian 
phraseology had brought on him the imputation of So
cinianism; and the strong language in which he some
times asserted that he derived his knowledge of spiritual 
things directly from above had raised a suspicion that 
he thought lightly of the authority of Scripture. He wail 
therefore required to profess his faith in the divinity ,of 
the Son and of the Holy Ghost, and in the i,nspiration 
of the Old and New TestameJ,lts. 
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"S.uch were the terms on which the Protestant dissenters 
of England were, for the first time, permitted by law to 
worship God according to their own conscience. They 
were very properly forbidden to assemble with barred 
doors, but were protected against hostile intrusion by a 
clause which made it penal to enter a meetfug house for 
the purpose of molesting the congregation. 

As if the numerous limitations and precautions which 
have been mentioned were insufficient, it was emphati
cally declared that the legislature did not intend to 
-grant the smallest indulgence to any Papist, or to any 
person who denied the doctrine of the Trinity as that 
doctrine is set forth in the formularies of the Church 
"Of England. 

Of all the Acts that have ever been passed by Parlia
ment, the Toleration Act is perhaps that which most 
"strikingly illustrates the peculiar vices and the peculiar 
-excellences of English legislation. The science of Po
litics bears in one respect a close analogy to the science 
-of Mechanics. The mathematician can easily demon
strate that a certain power, applied by means of a certain 
lever or of a certain system of pulleys, will suffice to 
raise a certain weight. But his demonstration proceeds 
on the supposition that the machinery is such as no load 
will bend or break. If the engineer, who has to lift a 
great mass of real granite by the instrumentality of real 
timber and real hemp, should absolutely rely on the pro
positions which he finds in treatises on Dynamics, and
should make no allowance for the imperfection of his 
materials, his whole apparatus of beams, wheels, and ropes 
would soon come down in ruin, and, with all his geo
metrical skill, he would be found a far inferior builder to 
those painted barbarians who, though they never heard 
of the parallelogram of forces, managed to pile up Stone
henge. What the engineer is to the mathematician, the 
active statesman is to the contemplative statesman. It 
is indeed most important that legislators and administra-
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tors should be versed in the philosophy of government, 
as it is most important that the architect, who has t()
fix an obelisk on its pedestal, or to hang a tubular bridge 
over an estuary, should be versed in the philosophy 
of equilibrium and motiori. But, as he who has ac
tually to build must bear in mind many things never 
noticed by D' Alembert and Euler, so must he whQ 
has actually to govern be. perpetually guided by con
siderations to which no allusion can be found in the 
writings of Adam Smith or Jeremy Bentham. The per
fect lawgiver is a just temper between the mere man 
of theory, who can 'see nothing but general principles, 
and the mere man of business, who can see nothing but 
particular circumstances. Of lawgivers in whom the spe
culative element has prevailed to the exclusion of the· 
practical, the world has during the last eighty years been 
singularly fruitful. To their wisdom Europe and Ame
rica have owed scores of abortive constitutions, scores' 
of constitutions which have lived just long enough to 
make a miserable noise, and have then gone off in con": 
vulsions. But in the English legislature the practical 
element has always predominated, and not seldom un
duly predominated, over the speculative. To think no
thing of symmetry and much of convenience ; never to' 
remove an anomaly merely because it is an anomaly; 
never to innovate except when some grievance is felt ; 
never to innovate except so far as to get rid of the 
grievance; never to lay down any proposition of wider 
extent than the particular case for which it is necessary' 
to provide; these are the rules which have, from the 
age of John to the age of Victoria, generally guided the 
deliberations of our two hundred and fifty Parliaments. 
Our national distaste for whatever is abstract in political 
science amounts undoubtedly to a fault. Yet it is, per
haps, a fault on the right side. That we have been far 
too slow to improve our laws must be admitted. But, 
though in other countries there may have occasionally; 

a S 

CHAP. 
'XL 

1689,. 



86 

CHAP. 
XL 

1689". 

HISTOR1" OF" ENGLAND. 

been more rapid progress, it would not be easy to name 
any other country in which' there has been so little re-
trogression. . 

The Toleration Act approaches very near to the idea 
of a great English law. Toa jurist, versed in the 
theory of legislation, but not intimately acquainted 
with the temper of the sects and parties into which the 
nation was divided at the time of the Revolution, that 
Act would seem to be a mere chaos of absurdities and 
contradictions. It will not bear to be tried by sound 
general principles. Nay, it will not bear to be tried by 
any principle, sound or unsound. The sound principle 
undoubtedly is, that mere theological error ought not 
to be punished by the civil magistrate. "This principle 
the Toleration Act not only does not recognise, but 
positively disclaims. Not a single one of the cruel laws 
enacted against nonconformists by the Tudors or the 
Stuarts is repealed. Persecution continues to be the 
general rule. Toleration is the exception. Nor is 
this "all. The freedom which is given to conscience is 
given in the most capricious manner. A Quaker, by 
making a declaration of faith in general terms, obtains 
the full benefit of the Act without signing one of the 
thirty nine Articles. An . Independent minister, who 
is perfectly willing to make the declaration required 
from the Quaker, but who has doubts about six or 
seven of the Articles, remains still subject to the penal 
laws. Howe is liable to punishment if he preaches -
before he has solemnly declared his assent to the 
Anglican doctrine touching the Eucharist. Penn, who 
altogether rejects the Eucharist, is at perfect liberty 
to preach without making any declaration whatever on 
the subject. 

These are some of the obvious faults which must 
strike every person who examines the Toleration Act 
by that standard of just reason which is the same in' 
all countries and in all ages. But these very Jaults 
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may perhaps appear to be merits, when we take into 
consideration the passions and prejudices of those for 
whom the Toleration Act was framed. This law, 
abounding with contradictions which every smatterer 
in political philosophy can detect, did what a law 
framed by the utmost skill of the greatest masters of 
political philosophy might have failed to do. That the 
provisions which have been recapitulated are cumbrous: 
puerile, inconsistent with each other, inconsistent witl: 
the true theory of religious liberty, must be acknow· 
ledged. All that can be said in their defence is this: 
that they removed a vast mass of evil without shockinJ:l 
a vast mass of prejudice; that. they put an end, a1 
once and for ever, without one division in either House 
of Parliament, without one riot in the streets, with 
scarcely one audible murmur even from the classes 
most deeply tainted with bigotry, to a persecution 
which had raged .during four generations, which had 
broken innumerable hearts, which had made innumer
able firesides desolate, which had filled the prisons .with 
men of whom the world was not worthy, which .had 
driven thousands of those honest, diligent and god
fearing yeomen and artisans, who are the true strength 
of a nation, to seek a refuge beyond the ocean among 
the wigwams of red Indians and the lairs of panthers. 
Such a defence, however weak it may appear to some 
3hallow speculators, will probably be thought complete 
by statesmen. 

The English, in 1689, were by no means disposed to 
admit the doctrine that religious error ought to be left 
unpunished. That doctrine was just then more un
popular than it had ever been. For it had, only a few 
months before, been hypocritically put forward as a 
pretext . for persecuting the Established Church, for 
trampling on the fundamental laws of the realm, for 
confiscating freeholds, for treating as a crime the 
modest exercise of the right of petition. If a bill 
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had then been drawn up granting entire freedom of 
conscience to all Protestants, it may be confidently 
affirmed that Nottingham would never have introduced 
such a bill; that all the bishops, Burnet included, 
would have voted against it; that it would have been 
denounced, Sunday after Sunday, from ten thousand 
pulpits, as an insult to God and to all Christian men, 
and as a license to· the worst heretics and blasphemers; 
that it would have been condemned almost as vehe
mently by Bates and Baxter as by Ken and Sherlock; 
that it would have been burned by the mob in half the 
market places of England; that it would never have 
become the law of the land, and that it would have 
made the very name of toleration odious during many 
years to the majority of the people. And yet, if such 
a bill had been passed, what would it have effected 
beyond what was effected by the Toleration Act? . 

It is true that the Toleration Act- recognised perse
cution as the rule, and granted liberty of conscience 
only as the exception. But it is equally true that the 
rule remained in force only against a few hundreds of 
Protestant dissenters, and that the benefit of the excep
tions extended to hundreds of thousands. 
. It is true that it was in theory absurd to make Howe 

sign thirty four or thirty five of the Anglican articles· 
before he could preach, and to let Penn preach without 
signing one of those articles. But it is equally true 
that, under this arrangement, both Howe and Penn got 
as entire liberty to preach as they could have had 
under the most philosophical code that Beccaria 01' 

Jefferson could have framed. 
The progress of the bill was easy. Only one amend

ment of grave importance was proposed. Some zealous 
churchmen in the Commons suggested that it might 
be desirable to grant the toleration only for a term ot 
seven years, and thus to bind over. the nonconformists 
to good behaviour. But this suggestion was so un .. 
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favourably received that those who made it did not CHAP. 

venture to divide the House.. XI. 

The King gave his consent with hearty satisfaction: 1689. 
the bill became law; and the Puritan divines thronged 
to the Quarter Sessions of every county to swear and 
sign. :Many of them probably professed their assent 
to the Articles with some tacit .reservations. But. the 
tender conscience of Baxter would not suffer him to 
qualify, till he had put on record an explanation of the 
sense in which he understood every proposition which 
seemed to him to admit of misconstruction. The in~ 
strument delivered by him to the Court before which 
he took the oaths is still extant, and contains two 
passages of peculiar interest. He declared that his 
approbation of the Athanasian Creed was confined to 
that part which was properly a Creed, and that he did 
not mean to express any assent to the damnatory 
clauses. He also declared that he did not, by signing 
the article which anathematizes all who maintain that 
there is any other salvation than through Christ, mean 
to condemn those who entertain a hope that sincere and 
virtuous unbelievers may be admitted to partake in the 
benefits of Redemption. Many of the dissenting clergy 
of London expressed their concurrence in these charit~ 
able sentiments. t 

The history of the Comprehension Bill presents a The Com

remarkable contrast to the history of the Toleration r&ensioll 

Bill. The two bills had a common origin, and, to a. 
great extent, a common object. They were framed at 
the same time, and laid aside at the same time: they 
sank together into oblivion; and they were, after the 
lapse of several years, again brought together before the 
world. Both were laid by the same peer on the table 
of the Upper House; and both were referred to the. 

! Commons' Journals, May 17. 
1689. - . 

t Sense of the subscribed articles 

by the Ministers of London, 1690; 
Calamy's Historical Additions to 
Baxter's Life. 
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same select committee./ But it soon began to appear 
that' they would have widely different fates. The 
Comprehension Bill was indeed a neater specimen of 
legislative workmanship than the Toleration Bill, but 
was not, like the Toleration Bill, adapted to the wants, 
the feelings, and the prejudices of. the existing genera
tion. Accordingly, wpile the Toleration Bill found 
support in all quarters, the Comprehension Bill was 
attacked from all quarters, and was at last coldly and 
languidly defended even by those who had introduced 
it. About the same time at which the Toleration Bill 
became law with the general concurrence of public 
men, the Comprehension Bill was, with a concurrence 
not less general, suffered to drop. The Toleration 
Bill still ranks among those great statutes which are 
epochs in our constitutional history. The Comprehen
siQn Bill is forgotten. No collector of antiquities has 
thought it worth preserving. A single copy, the same 
which Nottingham presented to the peers, is ~ still 
among our parliamentary records, but has been seen by 
only two or three persons :p.ow living. It is a fortunate 
circumstance that, in this copy, almost the whole 
history' of the Bill can be read. In spite of cancella
tions and interlineations, the original words can easily 
be distinguished from those which were inserted in the 
committee or on the report.*' 

The first clause, as it stood when the bill was intro
duced, dispensed all the ministers of the Established 
Church from the necessity of subscribing the Thirty 
nine Articles. For the Articles was substituted a 
Declaration which ran thus; "I do approve of the 
doctrine and worship and government of the Church 

,. The bill will be found, among torians. It was opened to me by 
,the Archives of the House of Lords. one of the most valued of my friends, 
It is strange that this vast collection Mr. John Lefevre; and my re
of important documeI!ts shoultl have searches were greatly assisted by the 
been altogether neglected, even by kindness of Mr. Thoms. 
our most exact and diligent his-
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of England by law established, as containing all things 
necessary to salvation; and I promise, in the exercise 
of my ministry, to preach and practise according there
unto." Another clause granted similar indulgence to 
the members of the two universities. 

Then it was provided that any minister who had 
been ordained after the Presbyterian fashion might, 
without reordination, acquire all the privileges of a 
priest of the Established Church. He must, however, 
be admitted to his new functions by the imposition ()f 
the hands of a bishop, who was to pronounce the fol
lowing form. of words; "Take thou authority to preach 
the word of God, and administer the sacraments, and 
to perform. all other. ministerial offices in the Church of 
England." The person thus admitted was to be capable 
of holding any rectory or vicarage in the kingdom. 

Then followed clauses providing that a clergyman 
mig\1t, except in a few churches of peculiar dignity, 
wear the surplice or not as he thought fit, that the sign 
of the cross might be omitted in baptism, that children 
might be christened, if such were the wish of their 
parents, without godfathers or godmothers, and that 
persons who had a scruple about receiving the Eucharist 
kneeling might receive it sitting. 

The concluding clause was drawn in the form. of II. 

petition. It was pr~posed that the two Houses should 
request the King and Queen to issue a commission 
empowering thirty divines of the Established Church 
to revise the liturgy, the canons, and the constitution 
of the ecclesiastical courts, and to recommend such alter
ations as might on inquiry appear to be desirable. 

The bill went smoothly through the first stages. 
Compton, who, since Sancroft had shut himself up at 
Lambeth, was virtually Primate, supported Nottingham 
with ardour.· In the committee, however, it appeared 

• Among the Tanner MSS. in rions letter from Compton to San
the Bodleian Library is & very cu- croft, about the :roleration Bill and 
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that there was a strong liodyof churchmen; who were 
determined not to give up a single word or form; 
to whom it seemed that the prayers were no prayers 
without the surplice, the babe no Christian if not 
marked with the cross, the bread and wine no memorials 
of redemption or vehicles of grace if not received on 
bended knee. Why, these persons asked, was the docile 
and affectionate son of the Church to be disgusted 
by seeing the irreverent practices of a conventicle 
introduced into her majestic choirs? Why should 
his feelings, his prejudices, if prejudices they were, 
be less considered than the whims of schismatics? If, 
as Burnet and men like Burnet were never weary of 
repeating, indulgence was due to a weak brother, was it 
less due to the brother whose weakness consisted in the 

. excess of his love for an ancient, a decent, a beautiful 
ritual, associated in his imagination from childhood with 
all that is most sublime and endearing, than to him 
whose morose and litigious mind was always devising 
frivolous objections to innocent and salutary usages ? 
But, in truth, the scrupulosity of the Puritan was not 
that sort of scrupulosity which the Apostle had com
manded believers to respect. It sprang, not from 
Piorbid tenderness of conscience, but from censorious
ness and spiritual pride; and none who had studied the 
New Testament could have failed to observe that, while 
we are charged carefully to avoid whatever may give 
scandal to the feeble, we are taught by divine precept 
and example to make no concession to the supercilious 
and uncharitable Pharisee. Was every thing which 
was not of the essence of religion to be given up as soon 
as it became unpleasing to a knot of zealots whose heads 

the Comprehension Bill. "These," though we are under a conquest, 
~ays Compton, "are two great works God has given us favour in the eyes 
in which the being of our Church of our rulers; and we may keep 
is concerned: amI I hope you will our Church if we. will." Sancroft 
lend to the House for copies. For, seems to have returned no answer •. 
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had been turned by conceit and the love of novelty? 
Painted glass, music, holidays, fast· days, were not of 
the essence of religion. Were the windows of King's 
College chapel to be broken at the demand of one set 
of fanatics ? Was the organ of Exeter to be silenced 
to please another ? Were all the village bells to be 
mute because Tribulation Wholesome and Deacon 
Ananias thought them profane ? Was Christmas no 
longer to be a day of rejoicing ? Was Passion week 
no longer to be a season of humiliation? These 
'Changes, it is true, were not yet proposed. But if, 
-so the High Churchmen reasoned,-we once admit 
that what is harmless and edifying is to be given up 
because it offends some narrow understandings and 
some gloomy tempers, where are we to stop? And is 
it not probable that, by thus attempting to heal one 
schism, we may cause another? All those things 
which the Puritans regard as the blemishes of the 
Church are by a large part of the population reckoned 
among her attractions. May she not, in ceasing to give 
scandal to a few sour precisians, cease also to influence 
the hearts of many who now delight in her ordinances? 
Is it not to be apprehended that, for every proselyte 
whom she allures from the meeting house, ten of her 
old disciples may turn away from her maimed rites and 
dismantled temples, and that these new separatists may 
either form themselves into a sect far more formidable 
than the sect which we are now seeking to conciliate, 
or may, in the violence of their disgust at a cold and 
ignoble worship, be tempted to join in the solemn and 
gorgeous idolatry of Rome? 

It is remarkable that thos8 who held this language 
were by no means disposed to contend for the doctri
nal Articles of the Church. The truth is that, from 
the time of James the First, that great party which 
has been peculiarly zealous for the Anglican polity 
and t~e Anglican ritual has always leaned strongl) 
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towards· Arminianism, and has therefore never· been 
much attached to a confession of faith framed by re
formers who, on questions of metaphysical divinity, 
generally agreed with Calvin. One of the characteristic 
marks of that party is the disposition which it has 
always shown tQ appeal, on points of dogmatic theology; 
rather to the Liturgy, which was derived from Rome, 
than to the Articles and Homilies, which were derived 
from Geneva. The Calvinistic members of the Church, 
on the other hand, have always maintained that her de
liberate judgment on such points is much more likely to 
be found in an Article or a lIomily than in an ejaculation 
of penitence or a hymn of thanksgiving. It does not 
appear that, in the debates on the Comprehension l3ill, 
a single High Churchman raised his voice against the 
clause which relieved the clergy from the necessity of 
subscribing the Articles, and of declaring the doctrine 
contained in the Homilies to be sound. Nay, the De
claration which, in the original draught, was substituted 
for the Articles, was much softened down on the report. 
As the clause finally stood, the ministers of the Church 
were required to declare, not that they approved of her . 
constitution, but merely that they submitted to it. Had 
the bill become law, the only people in the kingdom who 
would have been 1lllder the necessity of signing the 
Articles would have been the dissenting preachers.· 

The easy manner in which the zealous friends of 
the Church "gave up her confession of faith presents a 
striking contrast to the spirit with which they struggled 
for her polity and her ritual. The clause which ad
mitted Presbyterian ministers to hold benefices without 
episcopal ordination walil rejected. The clause which 
permitted scrupulous persons to communicate sitting 
very narrowly esc~ped the same fate. In the Committee 

• The distaste oftlleHighChurch- 1689. and entitled a Dial(lgue be
man for the Articles is the subject tween Timothy and Titus. 
j>f a curious pamphlet published in 
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it was struck out, and, on the report, was with great 
difficulty restored. The majority of peers in the House 
was against the proposed indulgence, and the scale was 
but just turned by the proxies. . 

But by this time it began to appear that the bill 
which the High Churchmen were so keenly assailing 
was menaced by dangers from a very different quarter. 
The same considerations which had induced N otting
ham to support a comprehension made comprehension 
an object of dread and aversion to a large body of 
dissenters. The truth is that the time for such a 
scheme had gone by. If, a hundred years earlier, when 
the division in the Protestant body was recent, Eliza
beth had been so wise as to abstain from requiring the 
observance of a few forms which a large part of her 
subjects considered as Popish, she might perhaps have 
averted those fearful calamities which, forty years after 
her death, atHicted the Church. But the general ten
dencyof schism is to widen. Had Leo the Tenth, when 
the exactions and impostures of the Pardoners first 
roused the indignation of Saxony, corrected those evil 

. practices with a vigorous hand, it is not improbable 
that Luther would have died in the bosom of the 
Church of Rome. But the opportunity was suffered 
to escape; and, when, a few yeart later, the Vaticah 
would gladly have purchased peace by yielding the 
original subject of quarrel, the original subject of 
quarrel was almost forgotten. The inquiring spirit 
which had been roused by a single abuse had discovered 
or imagined a thousand: cont~oversies engendered 
controversies: every attempt that was made toac

. commodate one dispute ended by producing another ; 
and at length a General Council, which, during the 
earlier stages of the distemper, had been supposed to 
be an infallible remedy, made the case utterly hopeless. 
In this respect, as in many others, the history of 
Puritanism in England bears a close analogy to the 
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history 9f Protestantism in Europe. The Parliament 
of ,1689 could no more put an end to nonconformity 
by tolerating a garb or a posture than the Doctors of 
Trent ,could have reconciled the Teutonic nations to 
the Papacy by regulating the sale of indulgences. In 
the sixteenth century Quakerism was unknown; and 
there was not in the whole realm a single congre
gation of Independents or Baptists. At the time of 
the Revolution, the Independents, Baptists, and Qua
lrers were a majority of the dissenting body; and these 
sects could not be gained over on any terms which the 
lowest of Low Churchmen would have been willing to 
offer. The Independent held that a national Church, 
governed by any central authority whatever, Pope, 
Patriarch, King, Bishop, or Synod, was an unscriptu
ral institution, and that every congregation of believers 
was, under Christ, a sovereign society. The Baptist 
was even more irreclaimable than the Independent, and 
the Quaker even more irreclaimable than the Baptist. 
Concessions, therefore, which would once have ex
tinguished nonconformity would not now satisfy even 
one half of the nonconformists; and it was the obvious 
interest of every nonconformist whom no concession 
would satisfy that none of his brethren. should be sa
tisfied. The moret liberal the terms of comprehension, 
the greater was the alarm of every separatist who knew 
that he could, in no case, be comprehended. There 
was but slender hope that the dissenters, unbroken and 
acting as one man, would be able to obtain from the 
legislature full admission to civil privileges; and all 
hope of obtaining such admission must be relinquished 
if Nottingham should, by the help of some wellmeaning 

. but shortsighted friends of religious liberty, be enabled 
to accomplish his design. If his bill passed, there would 
doubtless be a considerable defection from the dissenting 
body; and every defection must be severely felt by a. 

. .class already outnumbered,depressed, and struggling 
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ncrainst powerful enemies. Every proselyte too must 
b~ reckoned twice over, as a loss to the party which 
was even now too weak, and as a gain to the party 
which was even now too strong. The Church was but 
too well able to hold her own against all the sects. in 
the kingdom; and, if those sects were to be thinned 
by a large desertion, and the Church strengthened by 
a large reinforcement, it was plain that all chance, of 
obtaining any relaxation of the Test Act would be at 
an end; and it was but too probable that the Tole
ration Act might not long remain unrepealed. 

Even those Presbyterian ministers whose scruples 
the Comprehension Bill was expressly intended to re~ 
move were by no means unanimous in wishing it to 
pass. The ablest and most eloquent preachers among 
them had, since the Declaration of Indulgence had 
appeared, been very agreeably settled in the capital and 
in other large towns, and were now about to enjoy, 
under the sure guarantee of an Act of Parliament, that 
toleration which, under the Declaration of Indulgence, 
had been illicit and precarious. The situation of these 
men was such as the great majority of the divines of 
the Established Church might well envy. Few indeed 
of the parochial clergy were so abundantly supplied 
with comforts as the favourite orator of a great as" 
sembly of nonconformists in the City. The voluntary 
contributions of his wealthy hearers, Aldermen and 
Deputies, West India merchants and Turkey mer
chants, Wardens of the Company of FishI~lOngers and 
Wardens of the Company of Goldsmiths, enabled him 
to become a landowner or a mortgagee. The best 
broadcloth from Blackwell Hall, and the best poultry 
from Leadenhall Market, were frequently left at his 
door. His influence over his flock was immense. 
Scarcely any member of a, congregation of separatists 
entered int.o a partnership, married a daughter, ~ut a 
son out as apprentice, or gave his vote at an election, 
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without consulting his spiritual guide. On all political 
and literary questions the minister was· the oracle of 
his own circle. It was popularly remarked, during many 
years, tha.t an eminent dissenting minister had only to 
make his son an attorney or a physician; that the attor
ney was sure to have clients, and the physician to have 
patients. While a waiting woman was generally consi
dered as a help meet for a chaplain in holy orders of the 
Established Church, the widows and daughters of opulent 
citizens were supposed to belong in a peculiar manner 
to nonconformist pastors. One of the great Presby
terian Rabbies, therefore, might well doubt whether,in 
a worldly view, he should be benefited by a compre
hension; He might indeed hold a rectory or a vicarage, 
when he could get one. But in the meantime he would 
be destitute: his meeting house would be closed: his 
congregation would be dispersed among the· parish 
churches: if a benefice were bestowed on him, it would 
probably be a very slender compensation for the income 
which he had lostr Nor could he hope to have, as a 
minister of the Anglican Church, the authority and 
dignity which he had hitherto enjoyed. Hewould always, 
by a large portion of the members of that Church, be 
regarded as a deserter. He might therefore, on the 
whole, very naturally wish to be left where he was." 

• Tom Brown says, in his scurri- dissenting ministers may be found in 
lous way, of·the Presbyterian divines Hawkins's Life of Johnson. In the 
of that time, that their preaching J ourna! of the retired citizen (Spec
t< brings in money, and money buys tator, 317.) Addison has indulged in 
land; and land is an amusement they some exquisite pleasantry on this 
all desire, in spite of their hypocri- subject. The Mr; Nisby whose 
tical cant. If it were not for the opinions ahout the peace, the Grand 
quarterly contributions, there would Vizier, .and laced coffee, are quoted 
be no longer schism or separation." with so much respect, and who is so 
He asks how it can be imagineli that, well regaled with marrow bones~ ox 
while t< they are maintained like gen- cheek, and a bottle of Brooks and 
tlemen by the breach, they will Hellier, was John Nesbit, a highly 
ever preach up healing doctrines?" popular preacher, who about the 
-Brown's Amusements, Serious and time of the Revolution, became pas
Comical. Some curious instances of tor of a dissenting congregation in 
1.he iull.uence exercised by the chief Hare Court, Aldersgate Street. 
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There was consequently a division in the Whig party. CHAP. 

One section of that party was for relieving the dissen- XI. 

tel'S from the Test Act, and giving up the Comprehen- 1689: 
sion Bill. Another section was for pushing forward 
the Comprehension Bill, and postponing to a more con
venient time the consideration of the Test Act. The 
effect of this division among the friends of religious 
liberty was that the High Churchmen, though a minority 
in the House of Commons, and not a majority in the 
House of Lords, were able to oppose with success both 
the reforms which they dreaded. The Comprehension 
Bill was not passed; and the Test Act was not repealed. 

Just at the moment when the question of the Test 
and the question of the Comprehension became compli
cated together' in a manner which might well perplex 
an enlightened. and honest politician, both questions 
became complicated with a third question of grave 
importance. 

The ancient oaths of allegiance and supremacy con- The bi1~ 
tainedsome expressions which had always been -dis- :~~ ~~S::g 
liked by the Whigs, and other expressions which Tories, o! alle-

h 
. glance and 

honestly attac ed to the new settlement,. thought map- supre-

plicable to princes who had not the hereditary right. macy. 

The Convention had therefore, while' the throne was 
still vacant, framed those oaths of allegiance and su
premacy by which we still testify our loyalty to our 
Sovereign. By the' Act which turned the Conve1,ltion 
into a Parliament, the members of both Houses. were 
required to take the new oaths. As to other per-
-sons in p1l'blic trust, it was h!).rd to say how the law 
stood. One form of words was enjomed by statutes, 
regularly passed, and not yet regularly abrogated. A 
different form was enjoined by the Declaration of Right, 

. Wilson'. History and Antiquitiea of' stances of 'nonconformist preachers 
Dissenting Churches and Meeting, who, about this 'time, made hand
Houses in London, Westminster, and some fortunes, generally, it should 
Southwark, will be found several in- seem, by marriage. 

B i ,. 
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CHAP. . an instrument which· was indeed revolutionary and 
XI. irregular, but which might well be thought equal in 

1689. authority to any statute. The practice was in as much 
confusion as the law. It was therefore felt to be neces
sary that the legislature should, -without delay, pass 
an Act abolishing the old oaths, and determining when 
and by whom the new oaths should be taken. 

The bill which settled this important question ori
ginated in the Upper House. As to most of the pro
visions there was little room for dispute. It was 

. unanimously agreed that no person should, at any 
future time, be admitted to any office, civil, military, 
ecclesiastical, or academical, without taking the oaths 
to William and Mary. It was also unapimouslyagreed 
that every person who already held any civil or military 
office should be ejected from it, unless he took the 
oaths on or before the first of August 1689. But the 
strongest passions of both parties were excited by the 
question whether persons who already possessed eccle
siastical or academical offices should be required to 
swear fealty to the King and Queen on pain of depriva
tion. None could say what might be the effect of a 
law enjoining all the members of a great, a powerful, a 
sacred profession to make, under the most solemn sanc
tion of religion, a declaration which might be plausibly 
represented as a formal recantation of all that they had 
been writing and preaching during many years. The 
Primate and some of the most eplinent Bishops had al- _ 
ready absented themselves from Parliament, and would 
doubtless relinquish their palaces and revenues, rather 
than acknowledge the new Sovereigns. The example 
of these great prelates might perhaps be followed by 
a multitude of divines of humbler rank, by hundreds 
of canons, prebendaries, and fellows of colleges, by 
thousands of parish priests. To such an event no 

. Tory, however clear his own conviction that he might 
lawfully swear allegiance to the King who was in pos-
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session, could look forward without the most painful 
emotions of compassion for the sufferers and of anxiety 
for the Church. 

There were some persons who went so far as to deny 
that the Parliament was competent to pass a law re
quiring a Bishop to swear on pain of deprivation. No 
earthly power, they said, could break the tie which 
bound the successor of the apostles to his diocese. 
What God had joined no man could sunder. Kings 
and senates might scrawl words on parchment or im
press figures on wax.; but those words and figures 
could no more change the course of the spiritual than 
the course of the physical world. As the Author of 
the universe had appointed a certain order, according 
to which it was His pleasure to send winter and 
summer, seedtime and harvest, so He had appointed a 
certain order, according to which He communicated His 
grace to His Catholic Church; and the latter order 
was, like the former, independent of the powers and 
principalities of the world. A legislature might alter 
the names of the months, might call June December2 

and December June; but, in spite of the legislature, 
the snow would fall when the. sun was in Capricorn, 
and the flowers would bloom when he was in Cancer. 
And so the legislature might enact that Ferguson or 
:Muggleton should live in the palace at Lambeth, should 
sit on the throne of Augustin, should be called Your 
Grace, and should walk in processions before the Pre
mier Duke ; but, in spite of the legislature, Sancroft 
would, while Sancroft lived, be the only true Arch
bishop of Canterbury; and the person who should pre
sume to usurp the archiepiscopal functions would be a 
schismatic. This doctrine was proved by reasons drawn 
from the budding of Aaron's rod, and from a certain 
plate which Saint James the Less, according to a legend 
of the fourth century) used to wear on his forehead. 
A Greek manuscript, relating to the deprivation of 
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bishops, was discovered, about this time, in the Bodleian 
Library, and became the subject ofa furious controversy. 
One party held that God had wonderfully brought this 
precious volume to light, for the guidance of His Church 
at a most critical moment. The other party wondered 
that any importance could be attached to the nonsense 
ora nameless scribbler of the thirteenth century. Much 
was written about the deprivations of' Chrysostom and 
Photius, of Nicolaus Mysticus and Cosmas Atticus. 
But the case of Abiathar, . whom Solomon put out of 
the. sacerdotal office for treason, was discussed with 
peculiar eagerness. No small quantity of learning and 
ingenuity was' expended in the attempt to prove that 
Abiathar, though he wore the ephodand answered by 
1I rim, was not really High Priest, that he ministered 
only when his superior Zadoc was incapacitated by 
sickness or by some ceremonial poUiition,' and that 
therefore the act of Solomon was not a precedent which 
would warrant King William in deposing a real Bishop.:II' 

But such reas6riing as this, though backed by copious 
citations from the Misna and Maimonides, was not ge
nerally satisfactory even -to zealous churchmen. For it 
admitted of one answer, short, but perfectly intelligible 
to a plain man who knew nothing about Greek fathers 
or Levitical genealogies. There niight be some doubt 
whether King Solomon had ejected a high priest ; but 
there could be 'no doubt at all that Queen Elizabeth had 
ejected the Bishops of more than half the sees in England -
!twas notorious that fourteen prelates had,'without any 
proceeding in any spiritual court, been deprived by Act 
of Parliament for refusing to acknowledge her supre
macy. Had that deprivation been null? Had Bonner 
continued to be, to the end of his life, the only true 

'" See, among many other tracts, of Priesthood, printed ill 1692. See 
DodweU's Cautionary Discourse, his also Rody's tracts on the other side, 
Vindication of the Deprived Bishops, tlle Baroccian MS., and Solomon and 
his Defence of the'Vindication, and Abiathar, a Dialogue 'between Eu
his Parrenesi6 j and Bisby's Unity cheres and Dyscheres. 
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llishop of London? Had his successor been an usurper? 
Had Parker and Jewel been schismatics? Had the Con~ 
vocation of 1562, that Convocation which had finally 
settled the doctrine of the Church of England, been itself 
out of the pale of the Church of Christ? Nothing could 
be more ludicrous than the distress of those contro
versialists who had to invent a plea for Elizabeth which 
should not be also a plea for William. Some zealots, 
indeed, gave. up the vain attempt to distinguish be
tween two cases which every man of common sense 
perceived to be undistinguishable, and frankly owned 
that the deprivations of 1559 could not be justified. 
But no person, it was said, ought to be troubled 
in mind on that account; for, though the .Church of 
England might once have been schismatical, she had 
become Catholic when the Bishops deprived by Elizabeth 
had ceased to live." The Tories, however, were not 
generally disposed to admit that the religious society 
to which they were fondly .attached had originated in 
an unlawful breach of unity. l'hey.therefore took 
ground lower .and more tenable. They argued the 
question as a question of humanity and of expediency. 
They spoke much of the debt of gratitude which the 
nation owed to the priesthood; of the courage and 
fidelity with which the order, from the primate down 
to the youngest deacon, had recently defended the civil 
and ecclesiastical constitution of the realm; of the 
memorable Sunday when, in all the hundred churches 
of the capital, scarcely one slave could be found to 
read the Declaration of Indulgence; of the Black 
Friday when, amidst the blessings and the loud weep
ing of a mighty population, the barge of . the seven 
.prelates passed through the watergate of' the Tower. 
The firmness with which the clergy had lately, in de-

• Burnet, ii. 185. Of all at· was' made by Dodwell. See his 
tempts to distinguish between the Doctrine 01 the Church of. England 
deprivations of 1559 and the depri. concerning the Independency of the 
vations of 1689; the most absurd Clergy on the lay Power. 1697. 
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nance of menace and of seduction, done what they con
sciEmtiously believed to be right, had saved the liberty 
and religion of England. Was no indulgence to be 
granted to them if they now refused to do what they con
scientiously apprehended to be wrong? And where, it 
was said, is the danger of treating them with tender
ness? Nobody is so absurd as to propose that they 
shall be permitted to plot against the Government, or to 
stir up the multitude to insurrection. They are amen
able to the law, like other men. If they are guilty of 
treason,let them be hanged. If they are guilty of sedi
tion, let them be fined and imprisoned. If they omit, in 
their public ministrations, to pray for King William, 
for Queen Mary, and for the Parliament assembled 
under those most religious sovereigns, let the penal 
clauses of the Act of Uniformity be put in force. If 
this be not enough, let his Majesty be empowered to 
tender the oaths to any clergyman; and, if the oaths 
so tendered are refused, let deprivation follow. In 
this way any nonjuring bishop or rector who may be 
suspected, though he cannot be legally convicted, of in
triguing, of writing, of talking, against the present set
tlement, may be at once removed from his office. But 
why insist on ejecting a pious and laborious minister of 
l'eligion, who never lifts a finger or utters a word against 
the government, and who, as often as he performs morn
ing and evening service, prays from his heart for a 
blessing on the rulers set over him by Providence, but
who will not take an oath which seems to him to imply 
a right in the people to depose a sovereign? Surely we 
do all that is necessary if we leave men of this sort at 
the mercy of the very prince to whom they refuse to 
swear fidelity. If he is willing to bear with their scru
pulosity, if he considers them, notwithstanding their 
prejudices, as innocent and useful members of society, 
who else can be entitled to complain? 

The Whigs were vehement on the other side. They 
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scrutinised, with ingenuity sharpened by hatred, the 
claims of the clergy to the public gratitude, and some
times went so far as altogether to deny that the order 
had in the preceding year deserv~d well of the nation. 
It was true that bishops and priests had 'stood up 
against the tyranny of the late King: but it was equally 
true that, but for the obstinacy with which they had 
opposed the Exclusion Bill, he never would have been 
King, and that, but for their adulation and their doc
trine of passive obedience, he would never have ventured 
to be guilty of such tyranny. Their chief business, 
during a quarter of a century, had been to teach the 
people to cringe and the prince to domineer. They 
were guilty of the blood of Russell, of Sidney, of every 
brave and honest Englishman who had been put to 
death for attempting to save the realm from Popery and 
despotism. Never had they breathed a whisper against 
arbitrary power till arbitrary power began to menace 
their own property and dignity. Then, no doubt, 
forgetting all their old commonplaces about submitting 
to Nero, they had made haste to save themselves. 
Grant,-such was the cry of these eager disputants, 
-grant that, in saving themselves, they saved the con
stitution. Are we therefore to forget that they had 
previously endangered it? And are we to reward them 
by now permitting them to destroy it? Here is a class 
of men closely connected with the state. A large part 
of the produce of the soil has been assigned to them 
for their maintenance. Their chiefs have seats in the 
legislature, wide domains, stately palaces. By this privi
leged body the great mass of the population is lectured 
every week from the chair of authority.. To this privi
leged body has been committed the supreme direction of 
liberal education. Oxford and Cambridge, Westminster, 
Winchester, and Eton, are under priestly government. 
By the priesthood will to a great extent be formed the 
character of the nobility and gentry of the next genera-
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tion.Of the higher clergy some have in their gift nume
rons and valuable benefices; others have the privilege 
of appointing judges who decide grave questions affect
ing the liberty, the property, the reputation of their 
Majesties' subjects. And is an order thus favoured by 
the state. to give no guarantee to the state? On what 
principle can it be contended that it is unnecessary to 
ask from an Archbishop of Canterbury or froin a Bishop 
of Durham that promise of fidelity to the government 
which all allow that it is necessary to demand from 
every layman who serves the Crown in the humblest 
office. Every exciseman, every collector of the cus
toms, who refuses to swear, is to be deprived of his 
bread. For these humble martyrs of passive obedience 
and hereditary right nobody has a word to say. Yet 
ali ecclesiastical magnate who refuses to sweat is to 
be suffered to retain emoluments, patronage, power, 
equal to those of a great minister of state. It is said 
that it is superfluous to impose the oaths on a cler~, 
gyman, because he may be punished if he. breaks the 
laws. Why is not the same argument urged in favour 
of the layman? And why, if the clergyman really 
means to observe the laws, does he scruple to take the 
oaths? The law commands him to designate. William 
and Mary as King and Queen, to do this in the most 
sacred place, to do this in the administration of the 
IIiost solemn of· all the rites of religion. The law com
mandshim to pray that the illustrious pair may be 
defended by a special providence, that they may be vic
torious over every enemy, and that their Parliament 
may by divine guidance be led to take such a course as 
may promote their safety, honour, ap.d welfare. Cau 
we believe that his conscience willsu:ffer him to do all 
this, and yet will not suffer him to promise that he will 
be a faithful subject to them? 

. To the proposition that the nonjuring clergy should 
be left to the mercy of the King, the Whigs, with some 



WILLIAM AND lIARY. 

justice, replied that. no scheme could be devised more 
unjust to his Majesty. The matter, they said, is one 
of public concern, one in which every Englishman who 
is unwilling to be the slave of France and of Rome has 
a deep interest. In such a case -it would be unworthy 
of the Estates of the Realm. to shrink from the respon .. 
sibility of providing for the common safety, to try 
to obtain for themselves the praise of tenderness and 
liberality, and to leave to the Sovereign the odious 
task of proscription. A . law requiring all public func
tionaries, civil, military, ecclesiastical, without distinc
tion of persons, to take the oaths is at least equal. 
It excludes all suspicion of partiality, of personal :ma
lignity, of secret spying and talebearing. But, if an 
arbitrary discretion is left to the Government, if one 
nonjuring priest is suffered to keep a lucrative benefice 
while another is turned with his wife and children into 
the street, every ejection will be considered as an act 
of cruelty, and will be imputed as a crime to the sove
reign and his ministers .... 

Thus the -Parliament had to decide, at the same 
moment, what quantity -of relief should be granted to 
the consciences of dissenters, and what quantity of pres
sure should be applied t~ the consciences of the clergy of 
the Established Church. The King conceived a hope that 
it might be in his power to effect a compromise agreeable 
to all parties. He :Battered himself that the Tories 
might be induced to'make some concession to the dis
senters,on condition that ·the Whigs would be lenient 
to the Jacobites. He determined to try what his per
sonal intervention would effect~.. It chanced that, a few 
hours after the Lords had read the Comprehension Bill 
!t second time and the Bill touching the. Oaths a first 
time, he had Qccasion to go down' to Parliament for. 

• As to· this - controversy, see Journals of April 20. and 22.; Lords' 
Burnet, ii. 7, 8, g.; Grey's Debates, Journal~, April 21. 
April Ig. and 22. 161lg; C~mmons' 
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the purpose of, giving his assent to a law. From the 
throne he addressed both Houses, and expressed an 
earnest wish that they would consent to modify the 
existing laws in such a manner that all Protestants 
might be admitted to public employment. >II: It was 
well understood that he was willing, if the legislature 
would comply with his request, to let clergymen who 
were already beneficed continue· to hold their benefices 
without swearing allegiance to him~ His conduct on 
this occasion descrvesundoubtedly the praise of dis
interestedness. It is honourable to him that he at
tempted to purchase liberty of conscience for his 
subjects by giving up a safeguard of his own crown. 
But it must be acknowledged that he showed less 
wisdom than virtue. The only Englishman in his 
Privy Council whom he had consulted, if Burnet was 
correctly informed, was Richard Hampden t ; and 
Richard Hampden, though a highly respectable man, 
was so far from being able to answer for the Whig 
party that he could not answer even for his own son 
John, whose temper, naturally vindictive, had been ex
asperated into ferocity by the stings of remorse and 
shame. The King soon found that there was in the 
hatred of the two great factions an energy which was 
wanting to their, love. The Whigs, though they were 
almost unanimous in thinking that the Sacramental Test 
ought to be abolished, were by no means unanimous in 
thinking that moment well chosen for the abolition; 
and even those Whigs who were most desirous to see 
the nonconformists, relieved without delay from civil 
disabilities were fully determined not to forego the 
opportunity of humbling and punishing the class to 
whose instrumentality chiefly was' to be ascribed that 
tremendous reflux of public feeling which had followed 
the dissolution of the Oxford Parliament. To put the 

'" Lords' Journals, March 16. 1689. t Burnet. ii. 7. S. 
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Janes, the Souths, the Sherlocks into such a situation 
that they must either starve, or recant, publicly, and 
with the Gospel at their lips, all the ostentatious pro
fessions of many years, was a revenge too delicious to, 
be relinquished. The Tory, on the other hand, sin
cerely respected and pitied those clergymen who felt 
scruples about the oaths. But the Test was, in his 
view, essential to the safety of the established religion, 
and must not be surrendered for the purpose of saving 
any man however eminent from any hardship how
ever serious. It would be a sad day doubtless for the 
Church when the episcopal bench, the chapter houses 
of cathedrals, the halls of colleges, would miss some 
men renowned for piety and learning. But it would be 
a still sadder day for the Church when an Independent 
sllOuld bear the white staff or a Baptist sit on the 
woolsack. Each party tried to serve those for whom 
it was interested: but neither party would consent 
to grant favourable terms to its enemies. The result 
was that the nonconformists remained excluded from 
office in the State, and the nonjurors were ejected from 
office in the Church. 

In the House of Commons, no member thought it 
expedient to propose the repeal of the Test Act. But 
leave was given to bring in a bill repealing the Corpo
ration Act, which had been passed by the Cavalier Par
liament soon after the Restoration, and which contained 
a clause requiring all municipal magistrates to receive 
the sacrament according to the forms of the Church of 
Engla.nd. When this bill was about to be committed, 
it was moved by the Tories that the committee should 
be instructed to make no alteration in the law touching 
the sacrament. Those Whigs who were zealous for the 
Comprehension must have been placed by this motion in 
an embarrassing position. To vote for the instruction 
would have been inconsistent with their principles. To 
vote against it would have been to break with Notting-
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must in the last resort determine? And could any 
thing be more opposite to the whole spirit of Protes
tantism than the notion that a certain preternatural 
power of judging in spiritual cases was vouchsafed-to a 
particular caste, and to that caste alone ; .. that· such men 
as Selden, as Hale, as Boyle, were less competent to give 
an opinion on a collect or a creed than the youngest 
and silliest. chaplain who, in a remote manor .house, 
passed his life in drinking ale and playing at shovel
board? What God had instituted no earthly power, 
lay or clerical, could alter: and of things instituted by 
human beings a layman was surely as competent asa 
clergyman to judge. That the Anglican liturgy and 
canons were of purely human institution the Parliament 
acknowledged by referring them fo a Commission for 
revision and correction. How could it then be. main
tained that in such a Commission the laity, so vast a 
majority of the population, the laity, whose,edification 
was the main end of all ecclesiastical regulations, and 
whose innocent tastes ought to be carefully.consulted in 
the framing of the public services of religion, ought not 
to have a single representative? Precedent was directly 
opposed to this odious distinction. Repeatedly since 
the light of reformation had dawned on England Commis
sioners had been empowered by law to revise the canons; 
and on every one of those occasions some of the Com
missioners had been laymen. In the present case the 
proposed arrangement was peculiarly objectionable. 
For the object of issuing the commission was the con
ciliating of dissenters; and it was therefore most de
sirable that the Commissioners should be 'men in 
whose fairness and moderation dissenters could confide. 
Would thirty such men be easily found· in the higher 
ranks of the clerical profession? The duty. of the legis
lature was to arbitrate between two contending parties, 
the Nonconformist divines and the Anglican divines, 
and it would be the grossest injustice to co:rmnit to one 
of those parties the office of umpire. 
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CHAP. On these grounds the Whigs proposea an amendment 
XL to the effect that laymen should be joined with clergymen 

1689. in the Commission. The contest was sharp. Burnet, 
who had just taken his seat among the peers, and who 
seems to have been bent on winning at almost any price 
the good will of his brethren, argued with all his con
stitutional warmth for the clause as it stood. The 

. numbers on the division proved to be exactly equal. 
The consequence was that, according to the rules of 
the House, the amendment was lost.'" 

At length the Comprehension Bill was sent down 
to the Commons. There it would easily have been 
carried by two to one, if it had been supported by all 
the friends of religious liberty. But on this subject 
the High Churchmen could count on the support of, 
a large body of· Low Churchmen. Those members ... 
who wished well· to Nottingham's plan saw that they 
were outnumbered, and, despairing of a victory, began 
to meditate a retreat. Just at this time a suggestion~ 
was thrown out which united all suffrages. The 
ancient usage was that a Convocation should be sum
moned together with a Parliament; and it might well 
be argued that, if ever the advice of a Convocation 
could be needed, it must be when changes in the ritual 
and discipline of the Church were under consideration. 
But, in consequence of the irregular manner in which 
the Estates of the Realm had been brought together 
during the vacancy of the throne, there was no Convo- _ 
cation. It was proposed that the House should advise 
the King to take measures for supplying this defect, 
and that the fate of the Comprehension Bill should not 
be decided till the clergy had had an opportunity of 
declaring their opinion through the ancient and legiti
mate organ. 

This proposition was received with general acclama
tion. The Tories were well pleased to see such honour 

• Lords' Journals, April 5. 1689; Burnet, ii. 10 .. 
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done to the priesthood. Those Whigs who were against 
the Comprehension Bill were well pleased to see it laid 
aside, certainly for a year, probably for ever. Those 
Whigs who were for the Comprehension Bill were well 
pleased to escape without a defeat. Many of them 
indeed were not without hopes that mild and liberal 
counsels might prevail in the ecclesiastical senate. An; 
address requesting William to summon the Convocation 
was voted without a division: the concurrence of the 
Lords was asked: the Lords concurred: the ad"dress, 
was carried up to the throne by both Houses: the King 
promised that he would, at a convenient season, do, 
what his Parliament desired; and Nottingham'S Bill 
was not again mentioned. 

Many writers, imperfectly acquainted with the history 
of that age, have inferred from these proceedings that the 
House of Commons was an assembly of High Church
men: but nothing is more certain. than that two thirds. 
of the members were either Low Churchmen or not. 
Churchmen at all. A very few days before this time an 
occurrence had taken place, unimportant in itself, but 
highly significant as an indication of the temper of the 
majority. It had been suggested that the House ought, 
in conformity with ancient usage, to adjourn over the 
Easter holidays. The Puritans and Latitudinarians 
objected: there was a sharp debate: the High Church
men did not venture to divide; and, to the great scan
dal of ma-ny grave persons, the Speaker took the chair 
a~ nine o'clock on Easter Monday; and there was a long 
and busy sitting.· 
. • Commons' Journals, March 28. jours par l'Eglise Anglicane. Lea 

April 1. 1689; Paris Gazette, Protestans conformistes furent de cet 
April 28. Part of the passage in avis; et les Presbyteriens empor
the Paris Gazette is worth quoting. terent ala pluralite des voix que les 
"II y eut, cejourla (March 28), une seances recommenceroient Ie Lundy, 
grande contestation dans la Cbam- seconde feste de Pasques." The Low 
bre Basse, sur la proposition qui futChurchmen are frequently desig.;, 
faile de remettre lea seances apres nated as Presbyterians by the French 
les fetes de Paaqucs observees tou- and Dutch. writers 0( that age. 
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This however was by no means the strongest proof 
which the Commons gave that they w~re far indeed 
from feeling extreme reverence or tenderness for the 
Anglican hierarchy. The bill for settling the oaths had 
just come down from the Lords framed in a manner 
favourable to the clergy. All lay functionaries were 
required to swear fealty to the King and Queen on pain 
of expulsion from office. But it was provided that 
every divine who already held a benefice might continue 
to hold it without swearing, unless the Government 
should see reason to call on him specially for an as
surance of his loyalty. Burnet had, partly, no doubt, 
from the goodnature and generosity which belonged to . 
his character, and partly from a desire to conciliate 
his brethren, supported this arrangement in the Upper 
House with great energy. But in the Lower House 
the feeling against the Jacobite priests was irresistibly 
strong. On the very day on which that House voted, 
without a division, the address requesting the King to 
summon the Convocation, a clause was proposed and 
carried which required every person who held anyeccle
siastical or academical preferment to take the oaths by 
the first of August 1689, on pain of suspension. Six 
months, to be reckoned from that day, were allowed to 
the nonjuror for reconsideration. If, on the first of . 
February 1690, he still continued obstinate, he was to 
be finally deprived. 

The bill, thus amended, was sent back to the Lords. _ 
The Lords adhered to their original resolution. Cop
ference after conference was held. Compromise after 
compromise was suggested. From the imperfect reports 
which have come down to us it appears that every 
argument in favour of lenity was forcibly urged by 
Burnet. But the Commons were firm; time pressed: 

There were not twenty Presbyte- and Cutler's plain Dialogue about 
nans properly 80 called, in the Whig and Tory, 1690. 
Hou;e of Common •• · See A Smith 
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the unsettled state of the law caused inconvenience in CHAP, 

every department of the public service; and, the peers XI. 

very reluctantly gave way. They at the same time 1689. 
added a clause empowering the King to bestow pecu-
niary allowances out of the forfeited benefices on a few 
nonjuring clergymen. The number of clergymen thus 
favoured was not to exceed twelve.· The allowance 
was not to exceed one third of the· income forfeited. 
Some zealous Whigs were unwilling to grant even this' 
indulgence: but the Commons were content with the 
victory which they had won, and justly thought that 
it would be ungracious to refuse so slight a concession." 

These debates were interrupted, during a short time, by The bill. 

the festivities and solemnities of the Coronation . When for setthng • the coro-
the day fixed for that great ceremony drew near,. the nation 

House of Commons resolved itself into a committee for oath. 

the purpose of settling the form. of words in which our 
Sovereigns were thenceforward to enter into covenant 
with the nation. All parties were agreed as to the 
propriety of requiring the King to swear that, in tem~ 
poral matters, he would govern accordiitg to law, and 
would execute justice in mercy. But about the terms of 
the oath which related to the spiritual institutions of the 
realm there was much .debate. Should the "chief magis
trate promise simply to maintain the Protestant religion 
established by law, or should he promise to maintain that 
religion as it should be hereafter established by law? 
The majority preferred the former phrase~ The latteJ." 
phrase was preferred by those Whigs who were for a. 
Comprehension. But it was universally admitted "that 
the two phrases really meant the same thing; and that 
the oath, however it might be worded, would bind the 
Sovereign in his executive capacity only. This was 
indeed evident from the very nature 'of the transac .. 
tion. .Any compact may be annulled by the free con~ 

• Accounts of what passed at the Journals of the Houses, and deserv~ 
Conference. will be found in the to be read • . . 
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sent of the party who alone is entitled to claim the PH
fonnance. It was never doubted by the most rigid 
casuist that a debtor,who has bound himself under 
the most awful imprecations to pay a debt, may law
fully 'withhold payment if the creditor is willing to 
cancel the obligation. . And it is equally clear that no 
assarance, exacted from a King by the Estates of his 
kingdom, can bind him to refuse compliance with what 

. may at a future time be the wish of those Estates.· 
A bill was drawn up in conformity with the resolutions 

of the Committee, and was rapidly passed through every 
stage. After the third reading, a foolish man stood up 
to propose a rider, declaring that the oath was not meant 
to restrain the Sovereign from consenting to any change 
in the ceremonial of the Church, provided always that 
episcopacy and a written form of prayer weN retained. 
The gross absurdity of this motion was exposed ty~veral 
eminent members. Such a clause, they justly remarked, 
would bind the King under pretence of setting him free. 
The coronation oath, they said, was never intended to 
trammel him in his legislative capacity. Leave that 
oath as it is now drawn, and no prince can misunder
stand it. No prince can seriously imagine that the two 
Houses mean to exact from him a promise that he will 
put a Veto on laws which they may hereafter t~ink 
necessary to the wellbeing of the country. Or if any 
prince should so strangely misapprehend the nature of 
the contract between him and his subjects, any divine,_ 
any lawyer, to whose advice he may have recourse, will 
set his mind at ease. But if this rider should pass, 
it will be impossible to deny that the coronation oath is 
meant to prevent the King from giving his assent to 
bills which may be presented to him by the Lords and 
Commons; and the most serious inconvenience may 
follow. These arguments were felt to be unanswerable, 
~nd the proviso was rejected without a division.'" 

• Journals; Much 28. 1689; Grey'.' Debates. 
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Every person who has read these debates must be CHAP. 

fully convinced that the statesmen who framed the coro~ XI. 

nation oath did not mean to bind the King in his legis- 1689. 
lative capacity.· Unhappily, more than a hundred years 
later, a scruple, which those statesmen thought too 
absurd to be seriously entertained by any human being, 
found its way into a mind, honest, indeed, and religious, 
but narrow and obstinate by nature, and at once debili-
tated and excited by disease. Seldom, indeed, have the 
ambition and perfidy of tyrants produced evils greater 
than those which were brought on our country by that 
fatal conscientiousness. A conjuncture singularly aus
picious, a conjuncture at which wisdom and justice might 
perhaps have reconciled races and sects long hostile, and 
might have made the British islands one truly United 
Kingdom, was suffered to pass away. The opportunity, 
once lost, returned no more. Two generations of public 
men have since laboured with imperfect success to repair 
the error which was then committed; nor is it impl'O>o 
bable that some of the penalties of that error may con-
tinue to afflict a remote posterity. . 

The Bill by which the oath was settled passed the Th~ coto
Upper House without amendment. All the preparations nation. 

were complete; and, on th~ eleventh of April, the coro" 

• J will quote some expressions proviso of ·this ·nature that ever 
which have been preserved in the was in any bill. It seems to strike 
eO\lcise reports of. these debates. at the legislative power," Sir Ro
Those expressionB are quite decisive bert Cotton said, "Though the 
as to the sense in which the oath proviso looks well and healing, yet 
was understood by the legislatoTB it seems to imply a defect. Not able 
who framed it. Musgrave said, to alter laws aa occasion requires! 
"There is no occasion for this pro- This, instead of one scruple, raises 
visa. It cannot be imagined that more, as if you were so bound up to 
any bill from hence will ever de- the ecclesiastical government that 
stroy the legislative power." Finch you cannot make any new laws with
said, "The words • established by out· such a proviso." Sir Thomas 
law,' hinder not the King from Lee said, "It will, I fear, creep in 
passing allY bill for the relief of that other laws cannot he made with
Dissenters. The proviso makes the out such a proviso: therefore I 
8cruple, and gives the occasion for would lay it aside." 
it." Sawyer said, "This is Ihlt first 
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nation took place. In some things it differed from 
ordinary coronations. The representatives of the people 
attended the ceremony in a body, and were sumptuously 
feasted in the Exchequer Chamber. Mary, being not 
merely Queen Consort, but also Queen Regnant, was 
inaugurated in all things like a King, was girt with the 
sword, lifted up into the throne, and presented with the 
Bible, the spurs, and the orb. Of the temporal grandees 
of the realm, and of their wives and daughters, the mus
ter was great and splendid. None could be surprised 
that the Whig aristocracy should swell the triumph 
of Whig principles. But the Jacobites saw, with con
cern, that many Lords who had voted for a Regency 
bore a conspicuous part in the ceremonial. The King's 
crown was carried by Grafton, the Queen's by Somerset. 
The pointed sword, emblematical of temporal justice, 
was borne by Pembroke. Ormond was Lord High Con
stable for the day, and rode up the Hall on the right 
hand of the hereditary champion, who thrice flung down 
his glove on the pavement, and thrice defied to mortal 
combat the false traitor who should gainsay the title of 
William and Mary. Among the noble damsels who 
supported the gorgeous train of the Queen was her 
beautiful aI;ld gentle cousin, the Lady Henrietta Hyde, 
whose fath~r, Rochester, had to the last contended 
against the resolution which declared the throne vacant .... 
The show of Bishops, indeed, was scanty. The Primate 
did not make his appearance; and his place was supplied 
by Compton. On one side of Compton, the paten was 
carried by Lloyd, Bishop of Saint Asaph, eminent among 
the seven confessors of the preceding year. On the other 
side, Sprat, Bishop of Rochester, lately a member of the 
High Commission, had charge of the chalice. Burnet, 
the junior prelate, preached with all his wonted ability, 

• lady Henrietta, whom her soon after married to the Earl of 
uncle Clarendon calls" pretty little Dalkeith, eldest son of the ullfortu-

• Lady Henrietta," and "the bestchiJd nate Duke of Monmouth. 
in theworld"(Diary,Jsn.168i), was 
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and more than his wonted taste and judgment. His 
grave and eloquent discourse was polluted neither by 
adulation nor by malignity. He is said to have been 
greatly applauded ; and it may well be believed that the 
animated peroration in which he implored heavell to 
bless the royal pair with long life and mutual 10veJ 

with obedient subjects, wise counsellors, and faithful 
allies, with gallant fleets and armies, with victory, .with 
peace, and finally with crowns more glorious and more 
durable than those which then glittered on the altar 
of the Abbey, drew forth the loudest hums of the 
Commons.· 

On the whole the ceremony went off well, and pro~ 
duced something like a revival, faint, indeed, and tran. 
sient, of the enthusiasm of the preceding December. 
The day was, in London and in many other places, a 
day of general rejoicing. The churches were filled in 
the morning: the afternoon was spent in sport anq 
carousing; and at night bonfires were lighted, rockets 
discharged, and windows lighted up. The Jacobites 
however contrived to discover, or to invent abundant 
matter for scurrility and sarcasm. They complaiiied 
bitterly, that the way from the hall to the western door 
of the Abbey had been lined by Dutch soldiers. Was 
it seemly that an English king should enter irtto the most 
solemn of engagements with the English nation behind 
a triple hedge of foreign swords and bayonets? Little 
affrays, such as, at every great pageant, almost inevit
ably take place between those who are eager to see the 
show and those whose business it is to keep the com
municat~ons clear, were exaggerated with all the artifices 
of rhetoric. One of the alien mercenaries had backed 
his horse against an honest citizen who pressed forward 
to catch a glimpse of the royal canopy. Another had 

.. The sermon deserves to be read. Luttrell's Diary; and the despatch 
See the London Gazette of April 14. of the Dutch Ambassadors to the 
1689; Evelyn's Diary; Narcissus States General. 
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rudely pushed back a woman with the but end of his 
musket. On such grounds as these the strangers were 
compared to those Lord Danes whose insolence, in the 
old time, had provoked the Anglosaxon population to 
insurrection and massacre. But there was no more 
fertile theme for censure than the coronation medal, 
which really was absurd in design and mean in execu
tion.· A chariot appeared conspicuous on the reverse; 
and plain people were at a loss to understand what this 
emblem had to do with William and Mary. The dis
affected wits solved the difficulty by suggesting that the 
artist meant to allude to that chariot which a Roman 
princess, lost to all filial affection, and blindly devoted 
to the interests of an ambitious husband, drove over the 
still warm remains of her father .... 

Honours were, as usual, liberally bestowed at this 
festive season. Three garters which happened to be 
at the disposal of the Crown were given to Devonshire, 
Ormond, and Schomberg. Prince George was created 
Duke of Cumberland. Several eminent men took new 

~ A specimen of the prose which 
the Jacobites wrote on. tbis subject 
will be found in the Somers Tracts. 
The Jacobite verses were generally 
too loathsome to be quoted. I select 
some of the most decent lines from a 
.very rare lampoon: 

.. The eleventh of April has come ahout, 
To Westminster went the rabble rout, 
In order to crown a bundle of clouts, 

A dainty fine King indeed. 
" .. Descended he is from the Orange tree; 

But, if I can read his destiny, 
He'll once more descend from another 

tree, 
A dainty fine King indeed. 

"He has gotten part of the shape of a man, 
But more of a monkey, deny it who can ; 
He has the head of a goose, but the legs 

ofa crane, . 
A dainty tine King indeed." 

A Frenchman, named Le Noble, 
who had been banished from his own 
country for his crimes, but, by the 
connivance of the police, lurked in 
Paris, and earned a precarious live-

lihood as a bookseller's hack, pub
lished on this occasion two pasqui
nades, now extremely scarce, "Le 
Couronnement de Guillemot et de 
Guillemette, avec Ie Sermon du grand 
Docteur Burnet," and 'f Le Festin de 
Guillemot." In wit, taste and good 
sense, Le Noble's writings are not 
inferior to the English poem which I 
have quoted. He tells us that the 
Archbishop of York and the Bishop 
of London had a boxing match in· 
the Abbey; that the champion rode 
up the Hall on an ass, which turned 
restive and kicked over the royal 
table with all the plate; and .that 
the banquet ended in a fight be
tween the peers armed with stools 
and benches. and the cooks armed 
with spits. This sort of pleasantry, 
strange to say, found readers; and 
"the writer's portrait was pompously 

.. engraved with the motto .. Latrallte 

. ride: te tua fllma manet." 
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appellations by which they must henceforth be de
signated. Danby be~ame Marquess of Caermarthen, 
Churchill Earl of Marlborough, and Bentinck Earl of 
Portland. Mordaunt was made Earl of Monmouth, 
not without some murmuring on the part of old Ex
clusionists, who still remembered with fondness their 
Protestant Duke, and who had hoped that his attainder 
would be reversed, and that his title would be borne by 
his descendants. It was remarked that the. name of 
Halifax did not appear in the list of promotions. None 
could doubt that he might easily have obtained either 
a blue riband or a ducal coronet; and, though he was 
honourably distinguished from most of his contempora
ries by his scorn of illicit gain, it was well known that 
he desired honorary distinctions with a greediness of 
which he was himself ashamed, and which was unworthy 
of his fine understanding. The truth is that his ambi
tion was at this time chilled by his fears. To those 
whom he trusted he hinted his apprehensions that evil 
times were at hand. The King's life was not worth 
a year's purchase: the government was disjointed, the 
clergy and the army disaffected, the parliament torn by 
factions: civil war was already raging in one ,part of 
the empire: foreign war was impending. At such a 
moment a minister, whether Whig or Tory, might well 
be uneasy; but neither Whig nor Tory had so much to 
fcar as the Trimmer, who might not improbably find 
himself the common mark at which both parties would 
take aim. For these reasons Halifax determined to 
avoid all ostentation of power and influence, to disarm 
envy by a studied show of moderation, and to attach 
to .himself. by civilities arid benefits persons whose gra
titude might be useful in the event of a counterrevolu
tion. The next three months, he said, would be the 
time of trial. If the government got safe through the 
summer it would probably stand." 

• Reresby's Memoirs. 
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CHAP; 1\Ieaitwbile questions of external policy were every 
XI. q.ay becoming more and more important. The work at 

1689. which William had toiled indefatigably during many 

t~he co~li-t gloomy and anxious vearswas at length accomplished. 
lOD agalns . " "'" 

France. The great coalition was formed. It was plain that a 

Thede-
... astation 
of the Pa
latinate. 

desperate conflict was at hand. The· oppressor of 
Europe would have to defend himself against England 
allied with Charles the Second King of Spain, with 
the Emperor Leopold, and with the Germanic and 
Batavian federations, and was likely to have no ally 
except the Sultan, who was waging war against the 
House of Austria on the Danube. 

Lewis had, towards the close of the preceding year, 
taken his enemies at a disadvantage, and had struck the 
first. blow before they were prepared to parry it. But 
that blow, though heavy, was not aimed at the part 
where it might have been mortal. Had hostilities been 
commenced on the Batavian frontier, William and his 
army.would probably have been detained on the con
tinent, . and James might have continued to govern 
England. Happily, Lewis, l,lD.der an infatuation which 
many pious Protestants confidently ascribed to the 
righteous judgment of God, had neglected the point on 
whir.h the fate of the whole civilised world depended, 
.and had made a great display of power, promptitude, 
and energy, in Ii. quarter where the most splendid achieve
ments could produce nothing more than an illumination 
and a Te Deum. A French army under the command. 
of Marshal Duras had invaded the Palatinate and some 
of the neighbouring principalities. But this expedition, 
though it had been completely successful, and though 
the skill and vigour with which it had been conducted 
had excited general admiration, could not perceptibly 
affect the event of the tremendous struggle which was 
approaching. . France would soon be attacked on every 
side. It would be impossible for Duras long to retain 
possession of the provinces which he had surprised and 
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overrun. An atrocious thought rose'in: the mind of 
Louvois, who, in military affairs, had the chief sway at 
Versailles. He was a. man distinguished by zeal for 
what he thought the public interests, by capacity, and 
by knowledge of all that related to the administration 
of war, but of a savage and obdurate nature. If the 
cities of the Palatinate could not be retaine~ they might 
be destroyed. If the soil of the Palatinate was not to 
furnish supplies to the French, it might be. so wasted 
that it would at least furnish no supplies to the Germans~ 
The ironhearted statesman submitted his plan, probably 
with much management and with some disguise, to 
Lewis; and Lewis, in an evil hour for his fame, assented~ 
Duras received orders to tum one of the fairest regions 
of Europe into a wilderness. Fifteen years earlier 
Turenne had ravaged part of that fine country. But 
the ravages committed by Turenne, though they have 
left a deep stain on his glory, were mere sport in com .. 
parison with the horrors of this second devastation; 
The French commander announced to near half a million 
of human beings that he granted them three days of 
grace, and that, within that time, they must shift for 
themselves. Soon the roads and fields, which then lay 
deep in snow, were blackened by innumerable multi
tudes of men, women, and children flying from their 
homes. Many died of cold and hunger: but enough 
survived to fill the streets of all the cities of Europe 
with lean and squalid beggars, who had once been 
thriving farmers and shopkeepers. Meanwhile the 
work of destruction began. The flames went up from 
every marketplace, every hamlet, every parish church, 
every country seat, within the devoted provinces. The 
fields where the com had been sown were ploughed up. 
The orchards were hewn down. No promise of a 
harvest was left on the fertile plains n.ear what had 
once been Frankenthal. Not a vine, not an almond 
tree, was to be seen on the slopes of the'·sunny hills 
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round what had once been Heidelberg .. No respect 
was shown to palaces, to temples, to monasteries, to 
infirmaries, to beautiful works of art, to monuments of 
the illustrious dead. The farfamed castle of the Elector 
Palatine was turned into a heap of rUins. The adjoining 
hospital was sacked. The provisions, the medicines, the 
pallets on which the sick lay were destroyed. The very 
stones of 'which Manheim had been built were flung into 
the Rhine. The magnificent Cathedral of Spires perished, 
and with it the marble sepulchres of eight Cresars. The 
coffins were broken open. The ashes were scattered to 
the winds." Treves, with its fair bridge, its Roman 
amphitheatre, its venerable churches, convents, and 
colleges, was doomed to the same fate. But, before 
this last crime had been .perpetrated, Lewis was recalled 
to a better mind by the execrations of all the neighbour
ing nations, by the silence and confusion of his flatterers, 
and by the expostulations of his wife. He had been 
more than two years secretly married to Frances de 
l\laintenon, the governess of his natural children. It 
would,be hard to name any woman who, with so little 
romance in her temper, has had so much in her life. 
Her early years had been passed in poverty and 
obscurity. Her first husband had supported himself 
by writing burlesque farces and poems. When she 
attracted the notice of her sovereign, she could no longer 
boast bf youth or beauty: but she possessed in an extra
ordinary degree those more lasting charms, which men. 
of sense, whose passions age has tamed, and whose life is 
a life of business and care, prize most highly in a female 
companion. Her character was such as has been well 

" For the history ohhe devastation to quote. One broadside, entitled 
of the Palatinate, see the l\lemoirs of c< A true Account of the barbarous 
J.a Fare, Dangeau, Madame de la Cruelties committed by the French 
Fayette, Villars, and Saint Simon,and in the Palatinate in January and 
the Monthly Mercuries for March February last," is perhaps the most 
and April 1689. The pamphlets remarkable. 
and broadsides are too numerous 
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compared to that soft green on which the eye, wearied· 
by warm tints and glaring lights, reposes with pleasure. 
A just understanding; an inexhaustible yet never re
dundant flow of rational, gentle, and sprightly conversa
tion; a temper of which the serenity was never for a 
moment ruffied; a tact which surpassed the tact of her 
sex as much as the tact of her sex surpasses the tact 
of ours; such were the qualities which made the widow 
of a buffoon first the confidential friend, and then the 
spous,., of the proudest and most powerful of European 
kings. It was said that Lewis had been with difficulty 
prevented by the arguments and vehement entreaties 
of Louvois from peclaring her Queen of France. It is 
certain that she regarded Louvois as her enemy. Her 
hatred of him, cooperating perhaps. With better feelings, 
induced her to plead the cause of the unhappy people 
of the Rhine. She appealed to those sentiments of 
compassion which, though weakened by many corrupt
ing influences, were not altogether extinct in her hus
band's mind, and to those sentiments of religion which 
had too often impelled him to cruelty, but which, on 
the present occasion, were on the side of humanity. He 
relented: and Treves was spared.· In truth he could 
hardly fail to perceive that he haG committed a great 
error. The devastation of the Palatinate, while it had 
not in any sensible degree lessened the power of his 
enemies, had inflamed their animosity, and had fur
nished them with inexhaustible matter for invective. 
The cry of vengeance rose on every side. Whatever 
scruple either branch of the House of Austria might 
have felt about coalescing with Protestants was com~ 
pletely removed. Lewis accused the Emperoc and the 
Catholic King of having betrayed the cause of the 
Church; of having allied themselves with an usurper 
who was the avowed champion of the great schism; 
of having been accessary to the foul wrong done to 

• Memoirs of Saint Simon. 
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a lawful sovereign who was guilty of no 'crIme but 
zeal for the true religion. James sent, to Vienna and 
Madrid piteous letters, in which he recounted his mis
fortunes,' and implored the assistance of his brother 
kings, his brothers also in the faith, against the unnatural 
children and the rebellious subjects who had driven him 
into exile. But there was little difficulty in framing 
a plausible answer, both to the reproaches of Lewis and 
to the supplications of James. Leopold and Charles 
declared that they had not, ,even for purposes of just 
self defence, leagued themselves with heretics, till their 
enemy had, for purposes of unjust aggression, leagued 
himself with Mahometans. Nor was this the worst. 
The French King, not content with assisting the Moslem 
against the Christians, was himself treating Christians 
with a barbarity which would have shocked. the very 
Moslem. His infidel allies, to do them justice, had not 
perpetrated on the Danube su~h outrages against the 
edifices and the members of the Holy Catholic Church 
as he who called himself the eldest son of that Church 
was perpetrating on the Rhine. On these grounds, the 
princes to whom James had appealed replied by ap
pealing, with many professions of good will and com
passion, to himself.. He was surely too just to blame 
them for thinking that, it was their first duty to defend 
their own people against such outrages as had turned 
the Palatinate into a desert, or for calling in the aid of 
Protestants against an enemy who had not scrupled to 
call in the aid of Turks.:II: . 

. • I will quote a few lines datam fidem impediti sumus, ipsi
from Leopold's letter to James: met Serenitati vestrre judicandum 
.. Nunc autem quo loco res nostrre relinquimus •••• Galli non tantum 
sint, ut Serenitati vestrre auxllium in nostrum et totius Christianre orbia 
prrestari possit a nobis, qui non perniciem fredifraga armacum juratis 
Turcico tantum bello impliciti, sed Sanctre Crucis hostibus sociare fas 
insllper etiam crudelissimo et illi- sibi ducunt; sed etiam in imperio, 
quissimo a Gallis, rerum suarum, ut perfidiam perfidia cumulando, urbe, 
putabant, in -Anglia securis, contra deditione occupatas contra datam 



During the winter and the earlier part of the spring, CHAP' 

the powers hostile to France were gathering their. XI. 

strength for a great effort, and .were in constant com- 1689. 
munication with one another. As the season for mili- 'far te-
tary operations approached, the solemn appeals. of ~;':;~st 
injured nations to the God of battles came forth in France. 

rapid succession. The manifesto of the Germairlc body; 
nppeared in February; that of the States .General in 
March; that of the House of Brandenburg in April; 
and that of Spain in May.-

Here, as soon as the ceremony of the coronation was 
over, the House of Commons determined to take into 
consideration the late proceedings of the French king. t 
In the debate, that hatred of the powerful, unscrupulous 
and imperious Lewis, which had, during twenty years 
of vassalage, festered in the hearts of Englishmen, broke 
violently forth. He was called the most Christian 
Turk, the most Christian ravager of Christendom, the 
most Christian barbarian who had perpetrated on Chris .. 
tians outrages of which his infidel allies would hav~ 
been ashamed.: A. committee, consisting chiefly of ardent 
Wbig~ was appointed to prepare an address. John 
Hampden, the most ardent Whig among them, was put 
into the chair; and he produced a oomposition too long, 
too rhetorical, and too vituperative to suit the lips of the 
Speaker or the ears of the King .. Invectives against Lewis 
might perhaps, in the temper in which the House then 
was, have passed without censure, if they had not· been 

fidem immensis tributis exhaurire, 
exhaustas diripere, direptas funditus 
eXRcindere aut lIammis delere, P81a* 
tia Principum ab omni antiquitat«r 
inter lEvissima bellorum incendia 
intacta aervata exurere, templa spo
liare, dedititios in servitutem more 
apud barbaroa usitato abducere, de_ 
nique passim, imprimis vero etiam in 
Catholicorum ditionibus, alia hor
renda, et ipsam Turcorum tyranni-

dem superantia immanitatis et sEvi
tire exempl~ edere pro ludo habent." 

• See the London Gazettes of Feb. 
25. March 11. April 22. May 2. and 
the Monthly Mercuries. Some of 
the Declarations will be found in 
Dumont's. Corps Universel Diploma
tique. 

t Commons' Journals, April 15. 
16.1689. 

tOIdmixon. 
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accOIp.panied by severe reflections on the character and· 
administration of Charles the Second, whose memory, in 
spite of all his faults, was affectionately cherished by the 
Tories. There were some very intelligible allusions to 
Charles's dealings with the Court of Versailles, and to 
the foreign woman whom that Court had sent to lie like 
a snake in his bosom. The House was with good reason 
dissatisfied. The address was recommitted, and, having 
been made more concise, and less declamatory and 
acrimonious, was approved and presented.· William's 
attention was called to the wrongs which France had 
done to him and to his kingdom; and he was assured 
that, whenever he should resort to arms for the re
dress of those wrongs, he should be heartily supported 
by his people. He thanked the Commons warmly. 
Ambition, he said, should never induce him to draw 
the sword: but he had no choice: France had already 
attacked England; and it was necessary to exercise 
the right of selfdefence. A few days later war was 
proclaimed. t 

Of the grounds of quarrel alleged by the Commons 
in their address, and by the King in his manifesto, the 
most serious was the interference of Lewis in the affairs 
of Ireland. In that country great events had, during 
several months, followed one another in rapid succession. 
Of those events it is now time to relate the history, a 
history dark with crime and sorrow, yet full of int~rest 
fIDd instruction. 

• Commons' Journals, April 19. 7th of May, 'but was not published 
24. 26. 1689: in the London Gazette till the 

t The Declaration is dated on the 13th. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

WILLIAM had assumed, together with the title of King' CHAP. 

of England, the title of King of Ireland. For all our' XII. 

jurists then regarded Ireland as a mere colony, more' 1689. 
important indeed than Massachusetts, Virginia, or J a-' State of 

maica, but, like Massachusetts, Virginia, and J amaica,. :~:l~~ea!f 
dependent on the mother country, and bound to pay th«: Revo

allegiance to the Sovereign whom the mother country' lution. 

had called to the throne .... 
In fact, however, the Revolution found Ireland The ciyil 

emancipated from the dominion of the English colony. r~:b~~ 
As early a.s the year 1686, James ~ad d~termined to ~o::n 
make that Island a place of arms which Illight overawe. Catholics. 

Great Britain, and a place of refuge where, if any dis-
aster happened in Great Britain, the members of his' 
Church might find refuge. With this view he had 
exerted all his power for the purpose of inverting the 
relation between the conquerors and the aboriginal popu-
lation. The execution of· his design he had intrusted~ 
in spite of the remonstrances of his English counsellors, 
to the Lord Deputy Tyrconnel. In the autumn of 
1688, the process was complete. The highest offices 
in the state, in the army, and in the Courts of Justice, 
were, with scarcely an exception, filled by Papists. 
A pettifogger named Alexander Fitton, wh<Y ~d been 
detected in forgery, who had been fined for' mis
conduct by the House of Lords at Westminster, who 
had been many years in prison, and who was equally 
deficient in legal knowledge and in the natural good 

• The general opinion of the "Aphorisms relating to the King,;. 
English on this subject is clearly dom of Ireland," which appeared 
expressed in a litde tract entitled during the vacancy of the throne. 

-VOL. III. K 
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sense and acuteness by which the want of legal know
ledge has sometimes been supplied, was Lord Chan
cellor. IDs single merit was that he had apostatized 
from the Protestant religion; and this merit was thought 
sufficient to wash out even the stain of his Saxon ex
traction. He soon proved himself worthy of the con:fi
dence of his patrons. On the bench of justice he de
clared that there was not one heretic in forty thousand 
who was not a villain. He often,. after hearing a cause 
in which the interests of his Church were concerned, 
postponed his decision, for the purpose, as he avowed, 
of consulting his spiritual director, a Spanish priest, 
well read doubtless in Escobar.· Thomas Nugent, a 
Roman Catholic who had never distinguished himself 
at the bar except by his brogue and his blunders, was 
Chief Justice of the King's Bench. t . Stephen Rice, a 
Roman Catholic, whose abilities and learning were not 
disputed even by the enemies of his nation and religion, 
but whose known hostility to the Act of Settlement ex
cited the most painful apprehensions in the minds of all 
who held property under that Act, was Chief Baron of 
the Exchequer.t Richard Nagle, an acute and well 
read lawyer, who had been educated in a Jesuit college, 
and whose prejudices were such as might have been ex
pected from his education, was Attorney General.§ 

Keating, a highly respectable Protestant, was still 
Chief Justice of the Common Pleas: but two Roman 
Catholic Judges sate with him. It ought to be added 
that 'one of those judges, Daly, was a man of sense, 
moderation and integrity. The matters however 
which came before the Court of Common Pleas were 

• King's State of the Protestants 
of Ireland, ii. 6. and iii. S. . 

t King, iii. S. Clarendon, in a 
letter to Rochester (June 1. 1686), 
calls Nugent "a very troublesome, 
impertinent creature." 

: King, iii. S. 

§ King, ii. 6., iii. S. Clarendon, 
in a letter to Ormond (Sep. 28. 
1686), speaks highly of Nagle·s 
knowledge and ability, but in the 
Diary (Jan. 81. 16M;') calls him' "a 
covetous, ambitious man." 
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not of great moment. Even the King's Bench was 
at this time almost deserted. The Court of Exche
quer overflowed with business; for it was the only 
court at Dublin from which no writ of error lay to 
England, and consequently the only court in which the 
English could be oppressed and pillaged without hope 
of redress. Rice, it was said,· had declared that they 
should have from him exactly what the law, construed 
with the utmost strictness, gave them, and nothing 
more. What, in his opinion, the law, strictly construed, 
gave them, they could easily infer from a saying which, 
before he became a judge, was often in his mouth. " I 
will drive," he used to say, "a coach and six through 
the Act of Settlement." He now carried his threat 
daily into execution. The cry of all Protestants was 
that it mattered not what evidence they produced before 
him; that, when their titles were to be set aside, the 
rankest forgeries, ~he most infamous witnesses, were' 
sure to have his countenance. To his court his coun
trymen came in multitudes with writs of ejectment and 
writs of trespass. In his court the government attacked 
at once the charters of all the cities and boroughs in 
Ireland; and he easily found pretexts for pronouncing 
all those charters forfeited. The municipal corporations, 
about a hundred in number, had been instituted to be 
the strongholds of the reformed religion and of the Eng
lish interest, and had consequently been regarded by 
the Irish Roman Catholics with an aversion which can
not be thought unnatural or unreasonable. . Had those 
bodies been remodelled in a judicious and impartia:l' 
manner, the irregularity of the proceedings. by which so 
desirable a result had been attained might have been 
pardoned. But it soon appeared that one exclusive 
system had been swept away only to make room for 
another. The boroughs were subjected .to the absolute 
authority of the Crown. Towns in which almost every 
householder was an English Protestant were placed 
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CHAP. under the government of Irish Roman Catholics. Many 
XIL h of t e new Aldermen had never even seen the places 

1689. over which they were appointed to bear rule. At the 
same time the Sheriffs, to whom belonged the execution 
of writs and the nomination of juries, were selected in 
almost every instance from the caste which had till very 
recently been excluded from all public trust. It was 
affirmed that some of these important functionaries had 
been burned in the hand' for theft. Others had been 
servants to Protestants; and the Protestants added, with 
bitter scorn, that it was fortunate for the country when 
this was the case; for that a menial who had cleaned 
the plate and rubbed down the horse of an English 
gentleman might pass for a civilised bewg, when com
pared with many of the native aristocracy whose lives 
had been spent in coshering or marauding. To such 
Sheriffs no colonist, even if he had been so strangely 
fortunate as to obtain a judgment, dared to intrust an 
execution.'" . 

The miIi- Thus the civil power had, in the space of a few 
!~7it~ower months,. been transferred from the ~a;ron to the Celtic 
hands of pOpulatIOn. The transfer of the military power had 
~:t~~~:.n been not less complete. The army, which, under the 

command of Ormond, had been the chief safeguard of 
the English ascendency, had ceased to exist. Whole 
regiments had been dissolved and reconstructed. Six 
thousand Protestant veterans, deprived of their bread, 
were brooding in retirement over their wrongs, or had. 
crossed the sea and joined the standard of William: 
Their place was supplied by men who had long suffered 
oppression, and who, finding themselves suddenly trans
formed from slaves into masters, were impatient to pay 
back, with accumulated usury, the heavy debt of inju-

• King, ii. 5. 1., iii. 8. 5.; A Religion and Interests, by a Cler
Short View of the Methods made gym an lately escaped from thence" 
use of in Ireland for the Subversion licensed Oct. 17. 1689. 
and Destruction of the Protestant 
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passed an Englishman without cursing him. and cilling XII. 

him by some foul name. They were the terror of every 1689. 

Protestant innkeeper; for, from the moment when they 
came under his roof, they ate and drank every thing: 
they paid for nothing; and by their rude swaggering 
they scared more respectable guests from his door.'" 

Such was the state of Ireland when the 'Prince of Mutual 

Orange landed at Torbay. From that time every :::!Yt:ee. 
packet which arrived at Dublin brought tidings, such as ~n':flishry 
could not but increase the mutual fear and loathing of Irishry. 

the hostile races. The colonist, who, after long enjoy-
ing and abusing power, had now tasted for' a moment 
the bitterness of servitude, the native,who, having 
drunk to the dregs all the bitterness of servitude, had at 
length for a moment enjoyed and abused power, were 
alike sensible that a great crisis, a crisis like that of 
1641, was at hand.. The majority impatiently expected 
rheUm O'Neil to revive in Tyrconnel. The niinority 
saw in William a second Oliver. 

On which side the first blow was struck was a ques~ 
tion which Williamites and J acobites afterwards debated 
with much asperity. But no question could be more 
idle. History must do to both parties the justice which 
neither has ever done to the other, and must admit that 
both had fair pleas and cruel provocations. Both had 
been placed, by a fate for which neither was answerable, 
.in such a situation that, human nature being what it is, 

• King, iii. 2. I cannot find in Ireland, especially before this 
that Charles Leslie, who was zealous revolution began, and which most 
on the other side, has, iu his Answer of any thing brought it on. No; 
to King. contradicted any of these 1 am far from it. I am sensible 
facts. Indeed Leslie gives up Tyr- that their carriage in many par
connel's administration. "1 desire ticulars gave greater .occasion to 
to obviate one objection which I King James's enemies than all the 
know will be made, as if I were other maladministrations which were 
about wholly to vindicate all that charged upon his government." 
the Loft1 Tyrconnel and other of Leslie's Answer to King, 1692. 
King James's ministers have done 

It 3 
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they could not but regard each other with enmity. 
During three years the government which might have 
reconciled them had systematically employed its whole 
power for the purpose of inflaming their enmity to mad
ness. It was now impossible to establish in Ireland a 
just and beneficent government, a government which 
should know no distinction of race or of sect, a govern
ment which, while strictly respecting the rights gua
ranteed by law to the new landowners, should alleviate 
by a judicious liberality the misfortunes of the ancient 
gentry. Such a government James might have esta
blished in the day of his power. But the opportunity 
had passed away: compromise had become impossible: 
the two infuriated castes were alike convinced that it 
was' necessary to oppress or to be oppressed, and that 
there could be no safety but in victory, vengeance, and 
dominion. They agreed only in spurning out of 'the 
way every mediator who sought to reconcile them. 

During some weeks there were outrages, insults, evil 
reports, violent panics, the natural preludes of the ter
rible conflict which was at hand. A rumour spread over 
the whole island that, on the ninth of December, there 
would be a general massacre of the Englishry. Tyr
connel sent for the chief Protestants of Dublin to the 
Castle, and, with his usual energy of diction, invoked 
on himself all the vengeance of heaven if the report 
was not a cursed, a blasted, a confounded lie. It was 
said that, in his rage at :finding his oaths ineffectual, -
he pulled off his hat and wig, and flung them into 
the fire.· But lying Dick Talbot was so well known 
that his imprecations and gesticulations only strength
.ened the apprehension which they were meant to allay. 
Ever since the recall of Clarendon there had been a 
large emigration of timid and quiet people from the 

.. A True and Impartial Account Gentleman who was an Eyewitness; 
of the most material Passages in licensed July 22. 1689. 
Ireland ainee December 1688, by III 
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Iri:sh ports to England. That emigration now went on CHAP. 

faster than ever. It was not easy to obtain a passage XII. 

on board of a well built or commodious vessel. But 1689. 
many persons, made bold by the excess of fear, and 
choosing rather to trust the winds and waves than the 
exasperated lrishry, ventured to encounter all the dan-
gers of Saint George's Channel and of the Welsh coast 
in open boats and in the depth of winter. The English 
who remained began, in almost every county, to draw 
close together. Every large country house became a 
fortress. Every visitor who arrived after nightfall 
was challenged from a loophole or from a barricaded 
window ; and, if he attempted to enter without pass 
words and explanations, a blunderbuss was presented to 
him. On the dreaded night of the ninth of December, 
there was scarcely one Protestant mansion from the 
Giant's Causeway to Bantry Bay in which armed men 
were not watching and lights burning from the early 
sunset to the late sunrise.:Ii' 

A minute account of what passed in one district at History of 

this time has come down to us, and well illustrates the ~:D:::e~f 
general state of the kingdom. The south-western part 
of Kerry is now well known as the most beautiful tract 
in the British isles. The mountains, the glens, the 
capes stretching far into the Atlantic, the crags on 
which the eagles build, the rivulets brawling down 
rocky passes, the lakes overhung by groves in which 
the wild deer find covert, attract every summer crowds 
of wanderers sated with the business and the pleasures 
of great cities. The beauties of that country are indeed 
too often hidden in the .mist and rain which the west 
wind brings np from a boundless ocean. But, on the 
rare days when the sun shines out in all his glory, the 
landscape has a freshness and a warmth of colouring 
seldom found in our latitude. The myrtle loves the 
lIoil. The arbutus thrives better than even on the 

• True and Impartial Account, 1689; Leslie's Answer to " King, 1692. 
Kt 
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sunny shore of Calabria.... The turf is of livelier hue 
than elsewhere: the hills glow with a richer purple: the 
varnish of the .holly and ivy is more glossy; and berries 
.of.a brighter red peep through foliage of a brighter 
green. But during the greater part of the seventeenth 
-century, this paradise was as little known to the civi
lised world as Spitzbergen or Greenland. If ever it 
was mentioned, it was mentioned as a horrible desert, a 
chaos of bogs, thickets, and precipices, where the she 
wolf still littered, and where some half naked savages, 
.:who could .notspeak a word of English, made themselves 
burrows in the mud, and lived on roots and sour milk. t 

At length, in the year 1670, the benevolent and 
enlightened Sir William Petty deterinined to form 
an English settlement in this wild district. He pos
sessed a large domain there, which has descended to 
a posterity worthy of such an .ancestor. On the im
provement of that domain he expended, it was said, 
not less than ten thousand pounds. The little town 
which he founded, named from the bay of Kenmare, 
stood at the head of that bay, under a mountain 
ridge, on the summit of which travellers now stop to 
gaze upon the loveliest of the three lakes of Killarney .. 
Scarcely any village, built by an enterprising band of 

.. There have been in the neigh
bourhood of Killarney specimens of 
the arbutus thirty feet high and four 
feet and a half round. See the 
Philosophical Transactions, 227. 

t III a very full account of the 
British isles published at Nuremberg 
in 1690, Kerry is described as " an 
vielen Orten unwegsam und voller 
Walder und Gebiirge." Wolves 
still infested Ireland. "Kein 
6chiidlich Thier ist da, ausserhalb 
lViilfl' und Fiichse." So late as 
the year 1710 money was levied 
on presentments of the Grand Jury 
of Kerry for the destruction of 
wolves in that eounty. See Smith's 
Ancient and Modern State of the 

County of Kerry, 1756. I do not 
know that I have ever met with a 
better book of the kind and of the 
size. In a poem published as late 
as 1719, and entitled Macdermot, 
or the Irish Fortune Hunter, in six 
cantos, wolfhunting and wolfspear
ing are represented as common 
sports in Munster. In William's 
reign Ireland was sometimes called 
by the nickname of Wolfland. Thus 
in a poem on the battle of La Hogue, 
called Advice to a Painter, the ter. 
ror of the Irish army is thus de~ 
seribed: 

" A chilling damp 
And Wolfland howl runa thro' the risinl: 

camp-" 
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New Englanders, far from the dwellings of their coun
trymen, in the midst of the hunting grounds of the Red 
Indians, was more completely out of the pale of civilis
ation than Kenmare. Between Petty's settlement and 
the nearest English habitation the journey by land was 
of two days through a wild and dangerous country. 
Yet the place prospered. Forty two houses were erected, 
The population amounted to a hundred and eighty. 
The land round the town was well cultivated. The 
cattle were numerous. Two small barks were employed 
in fishing and trading along the coast. The supply of 
herrings, pilchards, mackerel, and saboon was plentiful, 
and would have. been still more plentiful, had not the 
beach been, in the finest part of the year, covered by 
multitudes of seals, which preyed on the fish of the bay. 
Yet the seal was not an unwelcome visitor: his fur 
was valuable; and his oil supplied light through the long 
nights of winter. An attempt was. made with great 
success to set up iron works. It was not yet the prac:' 
tice to employ coal for the purpose of smelting; and 
the manufacturers of Kent and Sussex had much di:ffi~ 
culty in procuring timber at a reasonable price. The 
neighbourhood of Kenmare was then richly wooded; 
and Petty found it a gainful speculation to send ore 
thither. The lovers of the picturesque still regret the 
woods of oak and arbutus which were cut down to feed 
his furnaces. Another scheme had occurred to his 
active and intelligent mind. Some of the neighbouring 
islands abounded with variegated marble, red and 
white, purple and green. Petty well knew at what cost 
the ancient Romans had decorated their baths and tem
ples with manycoloured columns hewn from Laconian 
and African quarries; and he seems to have indulged the 
hope that the rocks of his wild domain in Kerry might 
furnish embellishments to the mansions of Saint James's 
Square, and to the choir of Saint Paul's Cathedral. * 

• Smitll', Ancient and Modern State of Kerry. 
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CHAP. ~rom the first, the settlers had found that they must 
XII. be prepared to exercise the right of selfdefence to an 

1689. extent which would have been unnecessary and unjus
tifiable in a well governed country. The law was alto
gether without force in the highlands which lie on 
the south of the vale of Tralee. No officer of justice 
willingly ventured into those parts. One pursuivant 
who in 1680 attempted to {!xecute a warrant there was 
murdered. The people of Kenmare seem however to 
have been sufficiently secured by their union, their in
telligence and their spirit, till the close of the year 
1688. Then at length the effects of the policy of Tyr
connel began to be felt even in that remote corner of 
Ireland. In the eyes of the peasantry of Munster the 
colonists were aliens and heretics. The buildings, the 
boats, the machines, the granaries, the dairies, the fur
naces, were doubtless contemplated by the native race 
with that mingled envy and contempt with which the 
ignorant naturally regard the triumphs of knowledge. 
Nor is it at all improbable that the emigrants had been 
guilty of those faults from which civilised men who 
settle among an uncivilised people are rarely free. The 
power derived from superior intelligence had, we may 
easily believe, been sometimes displayed with insolence, 
and sometimes exerted with injustice. Now therefore, 
when the news spread from altar to altar, and from 
cabin to cabin, that the strangers were to be driven out, 
and that their houses and lands were to be given as a -
booty to the children of the soil, a predatory war com
menced. Plunderers, thirty, forty, seventy in a troop, 
prowled round the town, some with firearms, some with 
pikes. The barns were robbed. The horses were stolen. 
In one foray a hundred and forty cattle were swept 
away and driven off through the ravines of Glengariff. 
In one night six dwellings were broken open and pil-

. laged. At last the colonists, driven to extremity, re
solved to die like men rather than be murdered in their 
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beds. The house built by Petty for his agent was the 
largest in the place. It stood on a rocky pew.nsula 
round which the waves of the bay broke. Here the 
whole population assembled, seventy five fighting meli, 
with about a hundred women and children. They had 
among them sixty firelocks, and as many pikes and 
swords. Round the agent's house they threw up with 
great speed a wall of turf fourteen feet in height and 
twelve in thickness. The space enclosed was about half 
an acre. Within this rampart all the arms, the ammu
nition and the provisions of the settlement were col
lected, and several huts of thin plank were built. When 
these preparations were completed, the men of Kenmare 
began to :nake vigorous reprisals on their Irish neigh
bours, seized robbers, recovered stolen property, and 
continued during some weeks to act in all things as an 
independent. commonwealth. The government was car. 
ried on by elective officers, to whom every member of 
the society swore fidelity on the Holy Gospels.:JI: 

While the people of the small town of Kenmare were 
thus bestirring themselves, similar' preparations for 
defence were made by larger communities on a larger 
scale. Great numbers of gentlemen and yeomen quit
ted the open country, and repaired to those towns which 
had been founded and incorporated for the purpose of 
bridling the native population, and which, though. re
cently placed under the government of Roman Catholic 
magistrates, were still inhabited chiefly by Protestants. 
A considerable body of armed colonists mustered at 
Sligo, another at Charleville, a third at Mallow, a fourth 
still more formidable at Bandon. t But the principal 
strongholds of the Englishry during this evil time were 
Enniskillen and Londonderry. 

'" Exact Relation of the Perse~ 
cutions, Robberies, and Losses, BUS

tained by the Protestanta of Kill
mare in Ireland, 1689;· Smith's 

Ancient and Modem State of Kerry, 
1756. . 

t Ireland's Lamentation, licensed 
May 18. 1689. 
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E:r;miskillen, though the capital of the county of Fer
managh, was then merely a village. It was built on 
an island surrounded by the river which joins the two 
beautiful. sheets of water known by the common name 
of Lough Erne. The stream and both the. lakes were 
overhung on every side by natural forests. Ennis
killen consisted. of about eighty dwellings clustering 
round an ancient castle. The inhabitants were, with 
scarcely an exception, Protestants, and boasted that 
their town had been true to the Protestant cause 
through the terrible rebellion which broke out in 1641. 
Early in December they received from Dublin an inti
mation that two companies of Popish infantry were to 
be immediately quartered on them. The alarm of the 
little community was great, and the greater because it 
was known that a preaching friar had been exerting 
himself to inflame the Irish population of the neigh
'bourhood against the heretics. A daring resolution 
was taken. Come what might, the troops should not 
be admitted. Yet the means of defence were slender. 
Not -ten pounds of powder, not twenty firelocks fit for 
use, could be collected within the walls. Messengers were 
se'nt with pressing letters to summon the Protestant 
gentry of the vicinage to the rescue; and the summons 
was gallantly obeyed. In a few hours two hundred 
foot and a hundred and fifty horse had assembled. 
Tyrconnel's soldiers were already at hand. They 
brought with them a considerable supply of arms to 
be distributed among the peasantry. The peasantry 
greeted the royal standard with delight, and accom
panied the march in great numbers. The townsmen 
and their allies, instead of waiting to be attacked, came 
boldly forth to encounter the intruders. The officers 
)f James had expected no resistance. They were con
founded when they saw confronting them a column of 

. foot, flanked by a large body of mounted gentlemen and 
yeomen. The crowd of camp followers ran away in 
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terror. The soldiers made a retreat so precipitate that CHAP; 

it might be called a flight, and scarcely lialted till they XII. 

were thirty miles off at Cavan.· 1689, 
The Protestants, elated by this easy victory, proceeded" 

to make arrangements for the government and defence 
of Enniskillen and of the surrounding country. Gus
tavus Hamilton, a gentleman who had served in the 
army, but who had recently been deprived of his 
commission by Tyrconnel, and had since been living 
on an estate in Fermanagh, was appointed Governor, 
and took up his residence in the castle. Trusty men' 
were enlisted and armed with grp-at expedition. As 
there was' a scarcity of swords and pikes, smiths were· 
employed to make weapons by fastening scythes on: 
poles. All the country houses round Lough Erne were 
turned into garrisons. No Papist was suffered to be' 
at large in the town; and the friar who was accused· 
of exerting his eloquence against the· Englishry was 
thrown into prison. t . 

The other great fastness of Protestantism was a Londo' 
place of more importance. Eighty years before, duri,ng· derry. 

the troubles caused by the last struggle of the houses 
of O'Neil· and O'Donnel against the authority of James 
the First, the ancient city of DeiTy had been surprised. 
by one of the native chiefs: the inhabitants had been. 
slaughtered, and the houses reduced to ashes. The 
insurgents were speedily put down and punished: 
the government resolved to restore the ruined town:' 
the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Common Council of 
London were invited to assist in the work; and King 
James the First made over to them in their corporate 
capacity the ground covered by the ruins of the old 

• A True Relation of the Actions 
of the Inniskilling men, by Andrew 
Hamilton, Rector of Kilskerrie, and 
one of the Prehends of the Diocese 
of Clogher, an Eyewitness thereof 
Bnd Actor therein, licensed Jan, 15, 
16H j A Further Impartial Account 

of the Actions of the Inniskilling 
men, by Captain William Mac 
Cormick, one of the first. that took. 
up Arms, 1691, 

t Hamilton's True Relation; Ma~" 
Cormick's Further Impartial Ac 
count, 
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CHAP. Derry, and about six thousand English acres in the 
neighbourhood. :11= 

XII. 

1689. This country, then uncultivated and uninhabited, is 
now enriched by industry, embellished by taste, and 
pleasing even to eyes accustomed to the well tilled 
fields and stately manor houses 6f England. A new 
city soon arose which, on account of its connection with 
the capital. of the empire, was called Londonderry. 
The buildings covered the summit and slope of a hill 
which overlooked the broad stream of the Foyle, then 
whitened by vast flocks of wild swans. t On the highest 
ground stood the Cathedral, a church which, though 
erected when the secret or Gothic architecture was lost, 
and though ill qualified to sustain a comparison with 
the awful temples of the middle ages,. is not without 
grace and dignity. Near the Cathedral rose the palace 
of the Bishop, whose see was one of the most valuable 
in Ireland. The city was in form nearly an . ellipse ; 
and the principal. streets formed a cross, the arms of 
which met in a square called the Diamond. The 
original houses have been either rebuilt or so much 
repaired that their ancient character can no longer be 
traced ; but many of them were standing within living 
memory. They were in general. two stories in height; 
and some of them had stone staircases on the outside. 
The dwellings were encompassed by a wall of which 
the whole circumference was little less than a mile. 
On the bastions were planted culverins and sakers 
presented by the wealthy guilds of London to the 
colony .• On some of these ancient guns, which have done 
memorable service to a great cause, the devices of the 
Fishmongers' Company, of the Vintners' Company, and 
of the Merchant Tailors' Company are still discernible.! 

• Concise View of the Irish So
ciety, 1822; Mr. Heath's interesting 

• Account of the 'Vorshipful Company 
of Grocers, Appendix 17. 

t The Interest of. England in 

the preservation of Ireland, licensed 
July 17- 1689: 

t These things I observed or 
learned on the spot. 
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The inhabitants were Protestants of Anglosaxon CHAP. 

blood. They were indeed not all of one country or XIL 

of one church: but Englishmen and Scotchmen, Epi- 1689. 

8copalians and Presbyterians, seem to have generally 
lived together in friendship, a friendship which is 
sufficiently explained by their common antipathy to. 
the Irish race and to the Popish religion. During the 
rebellion of 1641, Londonderry had resolutely held out 
against the native chieftains, and had been repeatedly 
besieged in vain." Since the Restoration the city 
had prospered. The Foyle, when the tide was high,. 
brought up ships of large burden to the quay. The 
fisheries throve greatly. The nets, it wa~ said, were 
sometimes so full that it was necessary to fling back 
multitudes of fish into the waves. The quantity of 
salmon caught annually was estimated at eleven hundred 
thousand pounds' weight. t 

The people of Londonderry shared in the alarm Closing of 

which, towards the close of the year 1688, was general ~~eL~~:n. 
among the Protestants settled in Ireland. It was, derry. 

known that the aboriginal peasantry of the neigh
bourhood were laying in pikes and knives. Priests 
had been haranguing in a style of which, it must be 
owned, the Puritan part of the Anglosaxon colony 
had little right to complain, about the slaughter of 
the Amalelcites, and the judgments which Saul had 
brought on himself by sparing one of the proscribed 
race. Rumours from various quarters and anonymous 
letters in various hands agreed in naming the ninth 
of December as the day fixed for the extirpation of 
the strangers. While the minds of the citizens were 
agitated by these reports, news came that a regiment' 
of twelve hundred Papists, commanded by a Papist, 

• The best account that I bave of the Presbyterian Church in Ire
Been of what passed at London- land. 
derry during the war which began t The Iuterest of England in tbe 
in 1641 is in Dr. Reid's History Preservation of Ireland; 1689. 
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Alexander Macdonnel1, Earl of Antrim, had received 
orders from the Lord Deputy to occupy Londonderry, 
and was already on the march from Coleraine. The' 
consternation was extreme. Some were for closing the 
gates and resisting; some for submitting; some for 
temporising. The corporation had, like' the other 
corporations of Ireland, been remodelled. The magis
trates were men of low station and character. Among 
them was only one person of Anglosaxon extraction; 
and he had' turned Papist. In such rulers the in
habitants' could place no confidence.... The Bishop, 
Ezekiel Hopkins, resolutely adhered to the doctrine 
of nonresistance which he had preached during many 
years, and exhorted his flock to go patiently to the 
slaughter rather than incur the guilt of disobeying 
the Lord's Anointed. t Antrim was meanwhile draw-· 
ing nearer and nearer. At length the citizens saw 
from the walls his troops arrayed on the opposite 
shore of the Foyle. There was then no bridge: but 
there was a ferry which kept up a constant como. 
munication between the two banks of the river; and 
by this ferry a detachment from Antrim's regiment 
crossed. The officers presented themselves at the gate, 
produced a warrant directed to the Mayor and Sheriffs, 
and demanded admittance and quarters for his Ma
jesty's soldiers. 

• My authority for this unfa
vourable account of the corporation 
is an epic poem enti tied the Lon
deriad. This extraordinary' work 
must have been written very soon 
after the even ts to which it relates; 
for it is dedicated to Robert Roch
fort, Speaker of the House of Com
mons; and Rochfort was Speaker 
from 1695 to 1699. The poet had 
no invention; he had evidently a 
minute knowledge of the city which 
he celebrated; and his doggerel is 
consequently not without historical 
value. He says: 

"For burgesses and freemen they had 
chose 

Broguemakers, butchers, raps, and such -
as those: 

In all the corporation not a man 
Of British parents, except Buchanan." 

This Buchanan is afterwards de-
scribed.as 

" A. knave all o'er, 
For he had learned to tell his beads be

fore." 

t See a sermon preached by him 
at Dublin on Jan. 81. 1669. The 
text is "Submit yourselves to every 
ordinance of man for the Lord's 
sake." 
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Just at this moment thirteeen young apprentices, 
most of whom appear, from their names, to have 
been of Scottish birth or descent, flew to the guard 
room, armed themselves, seized the keys of the city, 
rushed to the Ferry Gate, closed it in the face of the 
King's officers, and let down the portcullis. James 
Morison, a citizen more advanced in years, addressed 
the intruders from. the top of the wall and advised 
them to be gone. They stood in consultation before 
the gate till they heard him cry, "Bring a great gun 
this way." They then thought it time to get beyond 
the range or shot. They retreated, reembarked, and 
rejoined their comrades on the other side of the river. 
The flame had already spread. The whole city was up. 
The other gates were secured. Sentinels paced the 
ramparts everywhere. The magazines were opened. 
Muskets and gunpowder were distributed. Messengers 
were sent, under cover of the following night, to the 
Protestant gentlemen of the neighbouring counties. 
The bishop expostulated in vain. It is indeed probable 
that the vehement and daring young Scotchmen who 
had taken the lead on this occasion had little respect 
for his office. One of them broke in on a discourse 
with which he interrupted the military preparations by 
exclaiming, "A good sermon, my lord; a very good 
sermon; but we have not time to hear it just ROW."'" 

The Protestants of the neighbourhood· promptly 
obeyed the summons of Londonderry. Within forty 
eight hours huIidreds of horse and foot came by.variou!l 
roads to the city. Antrim, not thinking himself strong 
enough to risk an attack, or not disposed to take on him .. 

• Walker's Account of the Siege Blin<L This last work, a manuscript 
of Derry, 1689; Mackenzie's Nar- in the possession of Lord Fingal, is 
rative of the Siege oC Londonderry, the work oC a zealous Roman Catho
J689; An Apology for the failures lie and a·mortal enemy of England. 
charged on the Reverend Mr. Large extracts from it are among 
Walker's Account of the late Siege the Mackintosh MSS. The date in 
of Derry, 1689; A Light to the the titlepage is 1711. 
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self the responsibility of commencing a civil war without 
further orders, retired with his troops to Coleraine. 

It might have been ~xpected that the resistance of 
Enniskillen and Londonderry would have irritated 
Tyrconnel into taking some desperate step. And in 
truth his savage and imperious temper was at first 
inflamed by the news almost to madness. But, after 
wreaking his rage, as usual, on his wig, he became 
somewhat calmer. Tidings of a very sobering nature 
had just reached him. _ The Prince of Orange was 
marching unopposed to London. Almost every county 
and every great town in England had declared for 
him. James, deserted by his ablest captains and by 
his nearest relatives, had sent commissioners to treat 
with the invaders, and had issued writs convoking 
a Parliament. While the result of the negQtiations 
which were pending in England was uncertain, the 
Viceroy could not venture to take a bloody revenge on 
the refractory Protestants of Ireland. He therefore 
thought it expedient to affect for a time a clemency 
and moderation which were by no means congenial to 
his disposition. The task of quieting the Englishry 
of Ulster was intrusted to William Stewart, Viscount 
Mountjoy. Mountjoy, a brave soldier, an accomplished 
scholar, a zealous Protestant, and yet a zealous Tory, 
was one of the very few members of the Established 
Church who still· held office in Ireland. He was Master 
of the Ordnance in that kingdom, and was colonel of a 
regiment in which an uncommonly large proportion of 
the Englishry had been suffered to remain. At Dublin 
he was the centre of a small circle of learned and in-. 
genious men who had, under his presidency, formed 
th~mselves into a Royal Society, the image, on a small 
sca.le, of t!:te Royal Society of London. In Ulster, with 
which he was peculiarly connected, his name was held 
in high honour by the colonists.'" He hastened with his 

,'-f.."'" As to Mountjoy's character and position, sec Clarendon's letters from 
.,,}il '. 
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regiment to Londonderry, and was well received there. CHAP. 

For it was known that, though he was firmly attached xu. 
to hereditary monarchy, he was not less firmly attached 16119. 
to the reformed religion. The citizens readily per-
mitted him to leave within their wallS a small garrison 
exclusively composed of Protestants, under the com-
mand of his lieutenant colonel, Robert Lundy, wh() 
took the title of Governor.· 

The news of Mountjoy's visit to Ulster was highly 
gratifying to the defenders of Enniskillen. S<1me gen
tlemen deputed by that town waited on him to re
quest his good offices, but were disappointed by the 
reception which they found. "My advice to you is," 
he said, "to submit to the King's authority." "What, 
my Lord?" said one of the deputies; "Are we to sit 
still and let ourselves be butchered?" "The King," 
said Mountjoy, "will protect you." " If all that we 
hear be true," said the deputy, "his Majesty will find 
it hard enough to protect himself." The conference 
ended in· this unsatisfactory manner. Enniskillen still 
kept its attitude of defiance ; and Mountjoy returned 
to Dublin.t 

By this time it had indeed become evident that James 
could not protect himself. It was known in Ireland 
that he had fied; that he had been stopped; that he 
had fled again; that the Prince of Orange had arrived 
at Westminster in triumph, had taken on himself the 
administration of the realm, and had issued letters 
summoning a. Convention. 

Those lords and gentlemen at whose request the William 

Prince had assumed the government, had earnestly in~ ~~:~~i:tion 
treated him to take the state of Ireland into his immediate with Tyro 

Ireland, particularly that to Lord 
Dartmouth of Feb. 8., and that to· 
Evelyn of Feb. 14. 168f. <C Bon 
officier, et homme d'esprit," 88YS 

Avaulro 

• Walker's Account; ,Light to· 
the Blind. . 

t Mac Cormick's Further Im
partial Account. 

Lll 
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con~ideration; and he had in reply assured them that 
he would do his best to maintain the Protestant religion 
and the English interest in that kingdom. His enemies 
afterwards accused him of utterly disregarding this 
promise: nay, they alleged that he purposely suffered 
Ireland to sink deeper and deeper in calamity. Halifax, 
they said, had, with· cruel and perfidious ingenuity, 
devised this mode of placing the Convention under a 
species of duress ; and the trick had succeeded but too 
well. The vote which called William to the throne 
would not have passed so easily but for the extreme 
dangers which threatened the state; and it was in con
sequence of his own dishonest inactivity that those 
dangers had become extreme." As this accusation 
rests on no proof, those who repeat it are at least bound 
to show that some course clearly better than the course 
which William took was open to him ; and this they 
will find a difficult task. If indeed he could,within a 
few weeks after his arrival in London, have sent a 
great expedition to Ireland, that kingdom might per
haps, after a short struggle, or without a struggle, have 
submitted to his authority; and a long series of crimes 
and calamities might have been averted. But the 
factious orators and pamphleteers, who, much at their 
ease, reproached him for not sending such an expe
dition, would have been perplexed if they had been 
required to find the men, the ships, and the funds. The 
English army had lately been arrayed against him: part -
of it was still ill disposed towards him; and the whole 
was utterly disorganized. Of the army which he had 
brought from Holland not a regiment could. be spared. 
He had found the treasury empty and the pay of the 
navy in arrear. He had no power to hypothecate any 
part of the public revenue. Those who lent him money 

• Burnet, i. 807; and the notes in the Observator. repeats this idle 
by Swift and Dartmouth. Tutchin, calumny. 
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lent it on no security but his bare word. It was only 
by the patriotic liberality of the merchants of London 
that he was enabled to defray the ordinary charges of 
government till the meeting of the Convention. It is 
surely unjust to blame him for not ~stantly fitting out, 
in such circumstances, an armament sufficient to con
quer a kingdom. 

Pe~ceiving that, till the government of England was 
settled, it would not· be in his power to interfere effec

.tually by arms in the affairs of Ireland, he determined 
to try what effect negotiation would produce. Those 
who judged after the event pronounced that he had not, 
on this occasion, shown his usual sagacity. He ought, 
they said, to have known that it was absurd to expect 
submission from Tyrconnel. Such however was not 
at the time the opinion of men who had the best means 
of information, and whose interest was a sufficient 
pledge for their sincerity. A great meeting of noble
men and gentlemen who had. property in Ireland was 
held, during the interregnum, at the house of the Duke 
of Ormond in Saint James's Square •. They advised the 
Prince to try whether the Lord Deputy might not be 
induced to capitulate on honourable and advantageous 
terms. - In truth there is strong reason to believe that 
Tyrconnel really wavered. For, fierce as were his 
passions, they never made him forgetful of his interest; 
and he· might well doubt whether it were not for his 
interest, in declining. years and health, to retire from 
business with full indemnity for all past offences, with 
high rank and with an ample fortune, rather than to 
stake his life and property on the event of a war 
against the whole power of England. It is certain 
that he professed himself willing to yield. He ()pened 
a communication with the Prince of Orange, and 
affected to take counsel with MoUntjoy, and with others 

• The Orange Gazette, Jan. 10. 168f. 
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CHAp, who, though they had .not thrown off their allegiance 
XIt J to ames, were yet :firmly attached to the Established 
1689. Church and to the English connection. 

The In orie quarter, a quarter from which William was 
~~~~\~~. justi:fied in expecti.J;1g the most judicious counsel, there 

was a strong conviction that the professipns of Tyr
connel were sincere. No British statesman had then 
so high a reputation throughout Europe as Sir William 
Temple. His diplomatic skill had, twenty years be
fore, arrested the progress of the French power. He. 
had been a steady and an -qseful friend to the United 
Provinces and to the House of Nassau. He had long 
been on terms of friendly con:fidence with the Prince of 
Orange, and had negotiated that marriage to which 
England owed her recent deliverance. With the af
fairs of Ireland Temple was supposed to be peculiarly 
well acquainted. His family had considerable property 
there: he had himself resided there during several 
years: he had represented the county of Carlow in 
parliament; and a large part of his income was derived 
from a lucrative Irish office. There was no height of 
power, of rank, or of opulence, to which he might not 
have risen, if he would have consented to quit his 
retreat, and to lend his assistance and the weight of his 
name to the new government. But power, rank, and 
opulence had less attraction for his Epicurean temper 
than ease and security. He rejected the most tempting 
invitations, and continued to amuse himself with his . 
books, his tulips, and his pineapples, in rural seclusion. 
With some hesitation, however, he consented to let his 
eldest son John enter into the' service of William. 
During the vacancy of the throne, John Temple was 
employed in business of high importance; and, on 
subjects connected with Ireland, his opinion, which 
might reasonably be supposed to agree with his father's, 

. had great weight. The young politician flattered him
self that he had secured the services of an agent emi-
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nently qualified to bring the negotiation with Tyrconnel CHAP. 
• XII. 

to a prosperous Issue. 
This agent was one of a remarkable family which 1689. 

had sprung from a noble Scottish stock, but which had HRich!'lrd 
. aIDlton 

long been settled in Ireland, and which professed the sent to 

R C h li li · I thO d hi h Irelandon oman at 0 c re glOn. n e gay crow w c bis parole. 

thronged Whitehall, during those scandalous years of 
jubilee which immediately followed the Restoration,:the 
Hamiltons were preeminently conspicuous. The long 

,fair ringlets, the radiant bloom, and the languishing 
blue eyes of the lovely Elizabeth still charm us on the 
canvass of Lely. She had the glory of achieving no 
vulgar conquest. It was reserved for her voluptuous 
beauty and for her flippant wit to overcome the aversion 
which the coldhearted and scoffing Grammont felt for 
the indissoluble tie. One of her brothers, Anthony, 
became the chronicler of that brilliant and dissolute 
society of which he had been one of the mO,st brilliant 
and most dissolute members. Hedeseries the high 
praise of having, though not a Frenchman,. written the 
book which is, of all books, the most exquisitely French, 
both in spirit and in manner. Another brother, named 
Richard, had, in foreign service, gained some military 
experience. His wit and politeness had distinguished 
him even in the splendid circle of Versailles. It was 
whispered that he had dared to lift his eyes to an 
exalted lady, the natural daughter of the Great King, 
the wife of a legitimate prince' of the House of Bourbon, 
and that she had not seemed to be displeased by the 
attentions of her presumptuous admirer."" The adven
turer had subsequently returned to his native country, 
had been appointed Brigadier General in the Irish 
army, and had been sworn of the Irish Privy Council. 
When the Dutch invasion was expected, he came a:cross 
Saint George's Channel with the troops which Tyrconnel 
sent to reinforce the royal army. After the flight of 

• Memoires de Ma.lame de la Fayette. , L" 
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James, those troops submitted to the Prince of Orange. 
Ricliard Hamilton not only made his own peace with 
what was now the ruling power, but declared himself 
confident that, if he were sent to Dublin, he could 
conduct the negotiation which had been opened there 
to a happy close. If he failed, he pledged his word to 
return to London in three weeks. His influence in 
Ireland was known to be great: his honour' had never 
been questioned; and he was highly esteemed by the 
Temple family. John Temple declared that he would 
answer for Richard Hamilton as for himself. This 
guarantee was thought sufficient; and. Hamilton set out 
for Ireland, assuring his English friends that he should 
soon bring Tyrconnel to reason. The offers which he 
was authorised to make to the Roman Catholics and 
to the Lord Deputy personally were most liberal. ... 

It is not impossible that Hamilton may have really 
meant to perform his promise. But when he arrived at 
Dublin he found that he had undertaken a task which 
was beyond his power. The hesitation of Tyrconnel, 
whether genuine or feigned, was at an end. He had 
found that he had no longer a choice. He had with 
little difficulty stimulated the ignorant and suscep
tible Irish to fury. To calm them was beyond his 
skill. Rumours were abroad that the Viceroy was cor
responding with the English; and these rumours had 
set the nation on fire. The cry of the common peop~e 
was that, if he dared to sen them for wealth and honours, 
they would burn the Castle and him in it, and would 
put themselves under the protection of France. t It was 
necessary for him to protest, truly or falsely, that he 
had never harboured any thought of submission, and 
that he had pretended to negotiate only for the purpose 
of gaining time. Yet, before he openly declared against 
the English settlers, and against England herself, what 

• .. Burnet, i. 80S. j Life of James, t Avaux to Lewis, ~;;i~~ 1689. 
ii. 820. j Commons' Journals, July 
29. 1689. 
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must be a war to the death, he Wished to rid bimself of 
:Mountjoy, who had hitherto been true to the cause of 
'James, but who, it was well known, would never con~ 
sent to be a party to the spoliation and oppression of 
the colonists. Hypocritical profes.sions of friendship 
and of pacific intentions were not spared. It was a. 
sacred duty, Tyrconnel said, to avert the calamities 
which seemed to be impending. King James himself, 
if he understood the whole case, would not wish his 
Irish friends to engage at that moment in an enterprise 
which must be fatal to them and useless to him .. He 
would permit them, he would command them, to submit 
to necessity, and to.reserve themselves for better times. 
If any man of weight, loyal, able, and well informed, 
would repair to Saint Germains and expla~n the state 
of things, his Majesty would easily be convinced. Would 
:Mountjoy undertake this most honourable and important 
mission? Mountjoy hesitated, and suggested that some 
person more likely to be acceptable to the King should be 
the messenger. Tyrconnel swore, ranted, declared that, 
unless King James were well advised, Ireland would sink 
to the pit of hell, and insisted that :Mountjoy should go 
as the representative of the loyal members of the Esta
blished Church, and should be accompanied by Chief 
Baron Rice, a Roman Catholic high in the royal favour. 
Mountjoy yielded. The two ambassadors departed to ... 
gether, but with very different commissions. Rice 
was charged to tell James that Mountjoy was a traitor 
at heart, and had been sent to France only that the 
Protestants of Ireland might be deprived of a favourite 
leader. The King was to be assured that he was im
patiently expected in Ireland, and that, if he would 
show himself there with a French force, he might 
speedily retrieve his fallen fortunes.... The Chief Baron 

• Clarke'~ Life of James, ii. 321.; "Light to the Blind" Tyrcon_ 
Mountjoy's Circular Letter, dated nel's" wifie dissimulation" is com~ 
Jan. 10. 16B& j King, iv. B. In mended. 
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carried with him other instructions which were proba
bly kept secret even from the Court of Saint Germains. 
If James should be unwilling to put himself at the head 
of the native population of Ireland, Rice was directed 
to request a private audience of Lewis, and to offer to 
make the island a province of France.'" 

As· soon as the two envoys had departed, Tyrconnel 
set himself to prepare for the conflict which had become 
inevitable; and he was strenuously assisted by the 
faithless Hamilton. The Irish nation was called to 
al'I!ls ; and the call was obeyed with strange promp
titude and enthusiasm. The flag on the Castle of 
Dublin was embroidered with the words, "Now or 
never: now and for ever:" and those words resounded 
through the whole island. t . Never in modern Europe 
has there been such a rising up of a whole people. 
The habits of the Celtic peasant were such that he 
made' no sacrifice in quitting his potatoe ground for 
the camp. He loved excitement and adventure. He 
feared work far more than danger. His national and 
religious feelings had, during three years, been ex
asperated by the constant application of stimulants. 
At every fair and market he had heard that a good time 
was at hand, that the tyrants who· spoke Saxon and 
lived in slated houses were about to be swept away, 
and that the land would again belong to its own 
children. By the peat fires of a hundred thousand 
cabins had nightly been sung rude ballads which pre
dicted the deliverance of the oppressed race. The 
priests, most of whom belonged to those old families 
which the Act of Settlement had ruined, but which 
were still revered by the native population, had, from 
a thousand altars, charged every Catholic to show his 
zeal for the true Church by providing weapons against 

.. Avaux to Lewis, April H. 
1689. 

t Printed Letter from Dublin, 

Feb. 25. 1689; Mephibosheth and 
Ziba, 1689. 
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of battle in her cause. The army, which, under Or.. X1L 

mond, had consisted of only eight regiments, was now 1689. 

increased to forty eight: and the ranks were soon full 
to overflowing. It was impossible to. find at short no" 
tice one tenth of the number of good officers which was 
required. Commissions were scattered profusely among 
idle cosherers who claimed to be descended from good 
Irish families. Yet even thus the supply of captains 
and lieutenants fell short .of the demand; and many 
companies were commanded by cobblers, tailors and 
footmen.· 

The pay of the soldiers was very small. The private J?evasta

had only threepence a day. One half only of this pit- ~~:n~:yt.he 
tance was ever given him in money; and that half was 
often in arrear. But a far more seductive bait than his 
miserable stipend was the prospect of boundless license. 
If the government allowed him less than sufficed for 
his wants, it was not extreme to mark the means by 
which he supplied the deficiency. Though four fifths 
of the population of Ireland were Celtic and Roman 
Catholic, more than four .fifths of the property of Ire .. 
land belonged to the Protestant Englishry. The gar-
ners, the cellars, above all the flocks and herds of the 
minority, were abandoned to the majority. Whatever 
the regular troops spared was devoured by bands 
of marauders who overran almost every barony in the 
island. For the arming was now universal. No man 
dared to present himself at mass without some weapon, 
a pike, a long knife called a skean, or, at the very least, 
a strong ashen staket pointed and hardened in the fire. 

• The connection of the priests narrowly escaped. with life. from 
with the old Irish families is men- thence,. 1689; A True Account of 
tioned in Petty's Political Anatomy the State of Ireland, by a person 
of Ireland. See the Short View who with great difficulty left Dublin, 
by a Clergyman lately escaped, 1689; King,' ii. 7. Avaux con-
1689; Ireland's Lamentation, by firms all that these writers sayabou' 
an En,lish Protestant that lately the. Irish officers. 
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The very women were exhorted. by their spiritual 
directors to carry skeans. Every smith, every car
penter, every cutler, was at constant work ·on guns 
and blades. It was scarcely possible to get a horse 
shod. Hany Protestant artisan refused to assist in 
the manufacture of implements which were to be used 
against his nation and his religion, he was flung into 
prison~ It se-ems probable that, at the end of Fe~ 
bruary, at least a hundred thousand Irishmen were in 
arms. Near fifty thousand of them were soldiers. 
The rest were banditti, whose violence and licentious
ness the Government affected to disapprove, but did not 
really exert itself to suppress. The Protestants not 
only were not protected, but were not suffered to pro
tect themselves. It was determined that they should 
be left unarmed in the midst of an armed and hos
tile population. A day was fixed on which they were 
to bring all their swords and firelocks to the parish 
churches; and it was notified that every Protestant 
house in which, after that day, a weapon should be found 
should be given up to be sacked by the soldiers. Bitter 
complaints were made that any knave might, by hiding 
a spear head or an old gun barrel in a corner of a man
sion, bring utter ruin on the owner .... 

Chief Justice Keating, himself a Protestant, and 
almost the only Protestant who still held a great place 
in Ireland, struggled courageously in the cause of jus
tice and order against the united strength of the govern-

• At the French War Office is a State of Papist and Protestant Pro
report on the State of Ireland in perties in the Kingdom at Ireland,. 
Fel)ruary 1689. In that report it 1689; A true Representation to the 
is said that the Irish who had en- King and People of England how 
listed as soldiers were forty five Matters were carried on all along in 
thousand, and that the number Ireland, licensed Aug. 16. 1689; 
would have been a hundred thou- Letter from Dublin, 1689; Ireland's 
sand if all who volunteered had Lamentation,1689; Compleat His
been admitted. See the Sad and tory of the Life and Military Actions 
Lamentable Condition of the Pro- of Richard, Earl of Tyrconnel. Ge-

• testants· in Ireland, 1689; Hamil- neraIissimo of all the Irish forces 
tou's True Relation, 1690; The now in arms, 1689. 



ment and the populace. At the Wicklow assizes of 
that spring, he, from the seat of judgment, set forth 
with great strength of language the miserable state of 
the country. Whole counties, he said, were devastated 
by a. rabble J'esembling . the vultures and ravens which 
follow the march of an army. Most of these wretches 
were not soldiers. They acted under no authority 
known to the law. Yet it was, he d'Wned, but too 
evident that they were encouraged and screened by 
some who were in high command. How else could it 
be that a market overt for plunder should be held within 
a." short distance of the capital? The stories which 
travellers told of the savage Hottentots near the Cape 
of Good Hope were realised. in Leinster. Nothing was 
more commOll than for an honest man to lie down rich 
in flocks and herds acquired by the industry of a long 
life, and to wake a beggar. It was however to small 
purpose that Keating attempted, in the .midst of that 
fearful anarchy, to uphold the supremacy of the law. 
Priests and military chiefs appeared .on the bench for 
the purpose of overawing the judge and countenancing 
the robbers. One ruffian escaped because no prosecutor 
dared to appear. Another declared that he had armed 
himself in conformity to the orders of his spiritual 
guide, and to the example of many persons of higher 
station than himself, whom he saw at that moment in 
Court. Two only of the Merry Boys, as they were 
called, were convicted: the worst criminals escaped; 
and the Chief Justice indignantly told the jurymen that 
the guilt of the public ruin lay at theirdoor.* 

When such disorder prevailed inWicklow, it is easy 
to imagine wha~ must have been' the state of districts 
more barbarous and more remote from the seat of 
government. Keating appears to have been the only 
magistrate who strenuously exerted himself to put- the 
law in force. Indeed Nugent, the Chief Justice or-the 

• See the proceedings in the State Trials. 

.157 

CHAP. 
XII. 

1689. 



158 

CHAP. 
XlI. 

1689. 

HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

highest criminal court of the realm, declared on the 
bench at Cork that, without violence and spoliation, 
the intentions of the Government could not be carried 
into effect, and that robbery must at that conjuncture 
be tolerated as a necessary evil.'" 

The destruction of property which took place within 
a few weeks would be incredible, if it were not attested 
by witnesses uhconnected with each other and attached 
to very different interests. There is a close, and some
times almqst a verbal, agreement between the descrip
tions given by Protestants, who, during that reign of 
terror, escaped, at the hazard of their lives, to England, 
and the descriptions given by the envoys, commissaries, 
and captains of Lewis. All agreed in declaring that it 
would take many years to repair the waste which had 
been wrought in a few weeks by the armed peasantry.t 
Some of the Saxon aristocracy had mansions richly fur
nished, and sideboards gorgeous with silver bowls and 
chargers. All this wealth disappeared. One house, in 
which there had been three thousand pounds' worth of 
plate, was left without a spoon.t But the chief riches 
of Ireland consisted in cattle. Innumerable flocks and 
herds covered that vast expanse of emerald meadow, 
saturated with the moisture of the Atlantic. 1tlore 
than one gentleman possessed twenty thousand sheep 
and four thousand oxen. The freebooters who now 
overspread the country belonged to a class which was 
accustomed to live on potatoes and sour whey, and which _ 
had always regarded meat as a luxury reserved for the 
rich. These men at first revelled in beef and mutton, 
as the savage invaders, who of old poured down from 
the forests of the north on Italy, revelled in Massie 
and Falernian wines. The Protestants described with· 

• King, iii. 10. t Animadversions on the proposal 
t Ten years, says the French for sending back the nobility and 

• ambassador j twenty years, says a gentry of Ireland j 16* 
Protestant fugitive. 



contemptuous disgust the strange gluttony of their 
newly liberated slaves. The carcasses, half raw and 
half burned to· cinders, sometimes still bleeding, some~ 
times in a. state of loathsome decay, were tom to pieces 
and swallowed without salt, bread, or herbs. Those 
marauders who preferred boiled meat, being often in 
want of kettles, contrived to boil the steer in his own 
skin. An absurd tragicomedy is still' extant, which 
was acted in this and the following year at some low 
theatre for the amusement of the English populace. 
A crowd of half naked savages appeared on the stage, 
howling a Celtic song and dancing round an ox. They 
then proceeded to cut steaks out of the animal while 
still alive and to fling the bleeding flesh on the coals. 
In truth tha barbarity and filthiness of the banquets 
of the Rapparees was such as the dramatists of 
Grub Street could scarcely caricature. When Lent 
began, the plunderers generally ceased to devour, but 
continued to destroy. A peasant would kill a cow 
merely in order to get a pair of brogues. Often a 
whole flock of sheep, often a herd of fifty or sixty kine, 
was slaughtered: the beasts were flayed;. the fleeces 
and hides were carried away; and the bodies were left 
to poison the air. The French ambassador reported to . 
his master that, in six weeks, fifty thous~ndhorned 
cattle had bee:n slain in this manner, and were rotting 
on the ground all over the country. The number of 
sheep that were butchered during the. same time was 
popularly said to have been three or four hundred; 
thousand.· 

• King, iii. 10.; The Sad Estate The Royal Voyage, acted in 1689· 
and Condition of Ireland, as repre- and 1690. This drama, which, I 
sen ted in a Letter from a Worthy believe, was performed at Bartholo-. 
Person who was in Dublin on Friday mew Fair, is one of the most eurious .. 
last, March 4. 1689; Short View of a curious class of compositions,· 
by a Clergyman, 1689; Laments- utterly destitute of literary merit,· 
tion of Ireland, 1689; Compleat but valuable as showing what were 
History of the ·Life and Actions of then the most successful claptraps: 
Richard, Earl of TyrconneI, 1689; for an audience composed, of the.-
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.Any estimate which can now be framed of the value 
of the property destroyed during this fearful conflict 
of races must necessarily be very inexact. We are 
not however absolutely without materials for such an 
estimate. The Quakers were neither a very numerous 
nor a very opulent class. We can hardly suppose that 
they were more than a fiftieth part of the Protestant 
population of Ireland, or that they possessed more than a 
fiftieth part of the Protestant wealth of Ireland. They 
were undoubtedly better treated than any other Pro
testant sect. James bad always been partial to them: 
they own that Tyrconnel did his best to protect them; 
and they seem to have found favour even in the sight 
of the Rapparees.* Yet the Quakers computed their 
pecuniary losses at a hundred thousand pounds. t 

In Leinster, Munster and Connaught, it was ut· 
terly impossible for the English settlers, few as they 
were and dispersed, to offer any effectual resistance to 
this terrible outbreak of the aboriginal population. 
Charleville, Mallow, Sligo, fell into the hands of the 
natives. Bandon, where the Protestants had mustered in 
considerable force, was reduced by Lieutenant General 

common people. « The end of this 
play," Bays the author in his preface, 
rc is chie8y to expose the perfidious, 
base, cowardly, and bloody nature 
of the Irish." The account which 
the fugitive Protestants give of the 
wanton destruction of cattle is con
firmed by Avaux in a letter to Lewis, 
dated April H. 1689, and by Des
grigny in a letter to Louvois, dated 
May H- 1690. Most of the de
spatches written by Avaux during 
his mission to Ireland are contained 
in a volume of which a very few 
copies were printed some years ago 
at the English Foreign Office. Of 
many I have also copies made at 
the French Foreign Office. The 

• letters of Desgrigny, -who was em
ployed in the Commissariat, I found 

in the Library of the French War 
Office. . I cannot too strongly ex
press my sense of the liberality and 
courtesy with which the immense 
and admirably arranged storehouses 
of curious information at Paris were 
thrown open to me. 

• It A remarkable thing never to 
be forgotten was that they that 
were in government then" - at the 
end of 1688-" seemed to favour us 
and endeavour to preserve Friends." 
History of the Rise and Progress of 
the People called Quakers in Ire
land, by Wight and Rutty, Dublin, 
1751. King indeed (iii. 17) re
proaches the Quakers as allies and 
tools of the Papists. 

t Wight and Rutty • 
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Macarthy ~ an Irish officer who was descended from one 
of the most illustrious Celtic houses, and who had long 
served, under a feigned name, in the French army.'" 
The people of Kenmare held out in their little fastness 
till they were attacked by three thousand regular sol
diers, and till it was known that several pieces of" ord
nance were coming to batter. down the turf wall which 
surrounded the agent's house. Then at length a capi
tulation was concluded. The colonists were lluffered to 
embark in a small vessel scantily supplied with food and 
water. They had no experienced navigator on board: 
but after a voyage of a fortnight,· during which· they 
were crow~ed together like slaves in a Guinea ship, 
and suffered the extremity of thirst and hunger, they 
reached Bristol in safety.t When such was the fate of 
the towns, it was evident that the country seats which 
the Protestant landowners had recently fortified in the 
three southern provinces could no longer be defended. 
Many families submitted, delivered up th~r arms, and 
thought themselv:es happy in escaping with life. But 
many resolute and highspirited gentlemen and yeomen 
were determined to perish rather than yield. They 
packed up such valuable property as could easily be 
carried away, burned whatever they could not removeJ 
and, well armed and mounted, set out for those spots in 
Ulster which were the strongholds of their race and of 
their faith. The flower of the Protestant population 
of Munster and Connaught found shelter. at Ennis;. 
killen. Whatever .was bravest and most truehearted 
in Leinster took the ro~d to Londonderry.! 

• Life of James, ii. 827. Orig. 
Mem. Macartby and his feigned 
name are repeatedly mentioned by 
Dangeau. 

t Exact Relation of. the Persecu
tions, Robberies and Losses su~tained 
by the Protestan ts of Killmare. in 
Ireland, 1689. 

:t A true Representation to the 

King and People of . England· how 
Matters were carried on all along 
in Ireland by the late King James, 
licensed Aug. 16. 1689; A true 
Account of· tbe Present State of 
Irelillld . by a Person that with 
Great DifficUlty left Dublin, Ii;' 
censedJune 8. 1689. 
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CHAP. The spirit of EnniskilleIi and Londonderry rose 
XII. higb:er and higher to meet the danger. At both places 

1689· the tidings of what had been done by the Convention. 
E::~ki~eD at Westminster were received with transports of joy. 
~oDde:y William and Mary were proclaimed at Enniskillen with 
holdout. • h' d'h h th unammous ent USlasm, an Wit suc pomp as e 

little town could furnish.*' Lundy, who commanded 
at Londonderry, could not venture to oppose himself 
to the general sentiment of the citizens and of his own 
soldiers. He therefore gave in his adhesion to the 
new government, and signed a declaration by which he 
bound himself to ~tand by that· government, on pain 
of being considered a coward and a traitor. A vessel 
from England soon brought a commission from William 
and Mary which confirmed him in his office. t 

Richard To reduce the Protestants of illster to submission 
Hamlh'ltoD before aid could arrive from England was now the chief 
marc es • 
iD~O mster object of Tyrconnel. A. great force was ordered to 
wlth an move northward, under the command of Richard Haarmy. 

milton. This man had violated all the obligations 
which are held most sacred by gentlemen and soldiers, 
had broken faith with his friends the Temples, had 
forfeited his military parole, and was now not ashamed 
to take the field as a general against the government to 
which he was bound to render himself up as a prisoner. 
His march left on the face of the country traces which 
the most careless eye could not during many years fail 
to discern. His army was accompanied by a rabble, 
such as Keating had well compared to the unclean birds 

. of prey which swarm wherever the scent of carrion is 
strong. The general professed himself anxious to save 
from ruin and outrage an Protestants who remained 
quietly at their homes; and he most readily gave them 
protections under his hand. But these protections 
proved of no avail; and he was forced to own that, 

.-
• • Hamilton's Actions of the In· t Walker's Account. 1689. 
niskilling Men, 1689. 
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whatever power he might be able to exercise over. his CHAP. 

soldiers, he could not keep order among the mob of XIL 

7 campfollowers. The country behind him was a wil- 1689. 
~ derness; and soon the country before him became equally 
desolate. For at the fame of his approach the colonists 
burned their furniture, pulled down their houses, and 
retreated northward. Some of them attempted to make 
a stand at Dromore, but were broken and scattered. 
Then the flight became wild and tumultuous. The fugi
tives broke down the bridges and burned the ferryboats. 
Whole town.s, the seats of the Protestant population, 
were left in ruins without one inhabitant. The people of 
Omagh destroyed their own dwellings so utterly that no 
roof was left to shelter the enemy from the rain and 
wind. The people of Cavan migrated in one body to En
niskillen. The day was wet and stormy. The road was 
deep in mire. It was a piteous sight to see, mingled 
with the armed men, the women and children weeping, 
famished, and toiling through the mud. up to their 
knees. All Lisburn fled to Antrim;- and, as the f6es 
drew nearer, all Lisburn and Antrim together came 
pouring into Londonderry. Thirty thousand Protestants, 
of both sexes and of every age, were crowded behind 
the bulwarks of the City of Refuge. There, at length, 
on the verge of the ocean, hunted to the last asylum, 
and baited into a mood in which men may be destroyed, 
but will not easily be subjugated; the imperial race 
turned desperately to bay .... 

Meanwhile Mountjoy and Rice had arrived in France. Jam~s de

Mountjoy was instantly put under arrest and thrown ~o,":nes to 

into the Bastile. James determined to comply with Ireland. 

the' invitation which Rice had brought, and ~pplied to 
Lewis for the help of a French army. But Lewis, 
though he showed, as to all things which con~erned th~ 

• Mackenzie's Narrative; Mac logy for the Protestants of Ireland; 
Cormack's Further Impartial .Ac- Letter. from Dublin of Feb, 25. 
count; Story's Impartial History of 1689; Avaux to L~wis, April H. 
the Affairs of Ireland, 1691; Apo- 1689. . , . 
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personal dignity and comfort ·of his royal guests, -a 
delicacy even -romantic, and a liberality approaching to 
profusion, was Unwilling to send a large body of troops 
to Ireland. He saw that France would have to main
tain a long war on the Continent against a formidable 
coalition: her expenditure must be immense; and, 
great as were her resources, he felt it to be important 
that nothing should be wasted. He doubtless regarded 
with sincere commiseration and good will the unfor
tunate exiles to whom he had given so princely a wel
come. Yet neither commiseration nor go~d will could 
prevent him from speedily discovering that his brother 
of England was the dullest and most perverse of human 
beings. The folly of James, his incapacity to read the 
characters of men and the signs of the times, his ob
stinacy, always most offensively displayed when wisdom 
enjoined concession, his vacillation, always exhibited 
most pitiably in emergencies which required firmness, 
had made him an outcast from England, and might, if 
his counsels were blindly followed, bring great calami
ties on France. As a legitimate sovereign expelled by 
rebels, as a confessor of the true faith persecuted by 
heretics, as a near kinsman of the House of Bourbon, 
who had seated himself on the hearth of that House, he 
was entitled to hospitality, to tenderness, to respect. 
It was fit that he should have a stately palace and a 
spacious forest, that the household troops should salute 
him with the highest military honours, that he should 
have at his command _ all the hounds of the Grand 
Huntsman and all the hawks of the Grand Falconer. 
But, when a prince,who, at the head of a great fleet 
and army, had lost an empire Without striking a blow, 
undertook to furnish plans for -naval and militaryex
peditions; when a prince, who had been undone by his 
'profound ignorance of the temper of his own country
men, of his own soldiers, of his own domestics, of his 
own children, undertook to answer for the zeal and 
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fidelity of the Irish people, whose language he could CHAP. 

not speak, and on whose land he had never set his foot; XIL 

it was necessary to receive his suggestions with caution. 1689. 

Such were the sentiments of Lewis; and in these senti-
ments he was confirmed by his Minister of War Louvois, 
who, on private as well as on public grounds, was un
willing that James should be accompanied by a large 
military force. Louvois hated Lauzun., Lauzun WaS 

a favourite at Saint Germains. He wore the garter; a 
badge of honour which has very seldom been conferred 
on aliens who were not sovereign princes. It was 
believed indeed at the French Court that, in order to 
distinguish him from the other knights 'of the most 
illustrious of European orders, he had been. decorated 
with that very George which Charles the First had, on 
the scaffold, put into the hands of J uxon. * Lauzun 
had been encouraged to hope that, if French forces 
were sent to Ireland, he should. command them; and 
this ambitious hope Louvois was bent on disappointing. t 

An army was therefore for the present refused; but Assi~tance 
every thin 0' else was granted The Brest fleet was furmsh<;d o • by LewIS 
ordered to be in readiness to sail. Arms for ten thou- to James. 

sand men and great quantities of ammunition were 
put on board. About four hundred' captains, lieute.-
nants, cadets and gunners were selected for the im
portant service of organizing and disciplining the Irish 
levies. The chief command was held by a veteran 
warrior, the Count of Rosen. Under him were Mau- ' 
mont, who held the rank of li~utenant, general, and 
a brigadier named Pusignan. Five hundred thou,-
sand crowns in gold, equivalent to about a hundred 
and twelve thousand pounds sterling, were sent to 
Brest.t For James's personal comforts provision was 
made with anxiety resembling that of a tender mother 

• Memoires de Madame de la t Burnet, ij. 1 i.; Clarke's Life 
Fayette; Madame de Sevignc to of James Il., 320, 321, 322. 
lIIadame de Grignan, Feb. 28. 1689. t Maumont's Instructions. 
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equipping her son for a first campaign. The cabin 
furnIture, the camp furniture, the tents, the bedding, 
the plate, were luxurious and superb. Nothing which 
could be agreeable or useful to the exile was too costly 
for the munificence, or too tri:fl.ing for the attention, of 
his gracious and· splendid host. On the fifteenth of 
February, James paid a farewell visit to Versailles. 
He was conducted round the buildings and plantations 
with every mark of respect and kindness. The foun
tains played in his honour. It was the season of the 
Carnival; and never had the vast palace and the 
sumptuous gardens presented a gayer aspect. In the 
evening the two kings, after a long and earnest confe
rence in private, made their appearance before a splen
did circle of lords and ladies. " I hope," said Lewis, 
in his noblest and most winning manner, "that we 
are about to part, never to meet again in this world. 
That is the best wish that I can form for you: But, if 
any evil chance· should force you to return, be assured 
that you will find me to the last such as you have 
found me hitherto." On the seventeenth Lewis paid 
in return a farewell visit to Saint Germains. At the 
moment of the parting embrace he said, with his most 
amiable smile: "We have forgotten one thing, a cui
rass for yourself. You shall have mine." The cuirass 
was brought, and suggested to the wits of the Court 
ingenious allusions to the Vulcanian panoply which 
Achilles lent to his feebler friend. James set out for -
Brest; and his wife, Qvercome with sickness and sorrow, 
shut herself up with her child to weep and pray .... 

James was accompanied or speedily followed by seve
ralof his own subjects, among whom the most distin
guished were his son Berwick, Cartwright Bishop of 
. Chester, Powis, pover, and ·Melfort. Of all the retinue, 
none was so odious to the people of Great Britain 

• Dangeau, Feb. H. H- 1689; Madame de Sevigne, Feb. it. r::.~~.; 
Memoires de Madame de la Fayette. 
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as Melfort. He was an apostate: he was believed by CHAP. 

many to be an insincere apostate; and the insolent, XIL 

arbitrary aDd menacing language of his state papers 1689. 
disgusted even the Jacobitef'!. He was therefore a 
favourite with his master: for to James unpopularity, 
obstinacy, and implacability were the greatest recom
mendations that a statesman could have. 

What Frenchman should attend the King of England Choice of 

in the character of ambassador had been the subject of ::::: 
grave deliberation at Versailles. Barillon could not be dor to 

d . h k d li h B hi If. accompany passe over WIt out a mar e sgt. ut s se - James. 

indulgent habits, his want of energy, and, above all, 
the credulity with whi~h he had listened to the profes-
sions of Sunderland, had made an unfavourable impres-
sion on the mind of Lewis. What was to be done in 
Ireland was not work for a trifier or a dupe. The 
agent of France in that kingdom must be equal to 
much more than the ordinary functions of an envoy. 
It would be his right and his duty to offer advice touch-
ing every part of the political and military administra-
tion of the country in which he would represent the 
most powerful and the most beneficent of allies. Baril-
Ion was therefore passed over. He affected to bear his 
disgrace with composure. His political career, though 
it had brought great calamities both on the .House of 
Stuart and on the House of Bourbon, had been by no 
means unprofitable to himself. He was old, he said: 
he was fat : he did not envy younger men the honour 
of living on potatoes and whiskey among ,the Irish bogs; 
he would try to console hlmselfwith partridges, with 
champagne, and with the society of the wittiest men and 
prettiest women of Paris. It was rumoured, however, 
that he was tortured by painful emotions which he was 
studious to conceal: his health and spirits failed ; and 
he tried to find consolation in' religious duties. Some 
people were much edified by the piety of the old volup-

.1(4 
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tuary: but others attributed his death, which took place 
not long after his retreat from public life, to shame and 
vexation. *' . 

The Count of A vaux, whose sagacity had detected 
.all the plans of William, and who had vainly recom
mended a policy which would probably have frustrated 
them, was the man on whom the choice of Lewis fell. 
In abilities Avaux had no supelior among the numerous 
able 'diplomatists whom his country then possessed: 
His demeanour was singula.rly pleasing, his person 
handsome, his temper bland. His manners and con
versation were those of a gentleman who had been bred 
in the most polite and magnifice~t of all Courts, who had 
represented that Court both in Roman Catholic and 
in Protestant countries, and who had acquired in his 
,wanderings the art of catching the tone of any society 
into which chance might throw him. He was eminently 
vigilant and adroit, fertile in resources, and' skilful in 
discovering the weak. parts of a character. His own 
character, however, was not without its weak parts. The 
consciousness that he was of plebeian origin was the 
torment ·of his life. He pined for nobility with a pining 
at once pitiable and ludicrous. Able, experienced and 
accomplished as he was, he sometimes, under the in
fluence of this mental disease, descended to the level of 
:l\foliere's Jourdain, and entertained malicious observers 
with scenes almost as laughable as that in which the 
honest draper was made a Mamamouchi. t It would 
have been well if this had been the worst. But it is 
not too much to say that of the difference between right 
and wrong Avaux had no more notion than a brute. 

• Memoirs of La Fare and 
Saint Simon; Note of Renaudot 
on English affairs, 1697, in the 
French Archives; Madame de Se-

• vigne; ~t!~~02, March H. 1689; Let
ter of Madame de Coulanges to M. 

de Coulanges, July 23. 1691. 
t See Sain t Simon' s accoun t of 

the trick by which Avaux tried to 
pass himself off at Stockholm as a 
Knight of the Order of the Holy 
Ghost. 
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One sentiment was to him in the place of religion and CHAP. 

morality, a superstitious and intolerant devotion to the XII. 

Crown which he served. This· sentiment pervades all 1689. 
his despatches, and gives a. colour to all· his thoughts 
and words.· "Nothing that tended to promote the in-
terest of the French· monarchy seemed to him a crime. 
Indeed he appears to have taken it for granted that not 
only Frenchmen, but all human beings, owed a natural 
allegiance to the House of Bourbon, and that whoever 
hesitated to sacrifice the happiness arid freedom of his 
own native country to the glory of that Hou~e was a 
traitor. While he resided at the Hague, he always 
designated those Dutchmen who had sold themselves to 
France as the well intentioned party. In the letters 
which he wrote from Ireland, the same feeling appears. 
still more strongly. He would have been a more 
sagacious politician if he had sympathized more With 
those feelings of moral approbation and disapprobation 
which prevail among the vulgar. For his own indif
ference to all considerations of justice and mercy was 
such that, in his schemes, he made no allowance for the 
consciences and sensibilities of his neighbours. More 
than once he deliberately recommended wickedness so 
horrible" that wicked men recoiled from it with indig~ 
nation. But they could not succeed even in making 
their scruples intelligible -to him. To every remon
strance he listened with a cynical sneer, 'wondering 
within himself whether those who 'leCtured 'him were 
such fools as they professed to be, or were only 
shamming. 
- Such was the man whom Lewis selected to be the 

companion and monitor of James. Avaux was charged 
to open, if possible, a communication with the male
contents in the English Parliament; and he was autho
rised to expend, ifnecessary, a hundred thousand croWDS 
among them. -

James arrived at Brest on the fifth of March, em- James 
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-barked there on board of a man of war called the Saint 
Michael, and sailed within forty eight hours. He had 
ample time, however, before his departure, to exhibit 
some of the faults by which he had lost England and 
Scotland, and by which he was about to "lose Ireland. 
Avaux wrote from the harbour of Brest that it would 
not be easy to conduct any important business in con
cert with the King of England. His Majesty could not 
keep any secret from any body. The very foremast men 
of the Saint Michael had already heard him say things 
which ought to have been reserved for the ears of his 
confidential advisers .... 

The voyage was safely and quietly performed; and, 
on the afternoon of the twelfth of March, James 

.landed in the harbour of Kinsale. By the Roman 
Catholic population he was received with shouts of 
unfeigned transport. The few Protestants who re
mained in that part of the country joined in greeting 
him, and perhaps not insincerely. For, though an 
enemy of their religion, he was not· an enemy of 
their nation; and they might reasonably hope that 
the worst king would show somewhat more respect 
for law and property than had. been shown by the 
Merry Boys . and Rapparees. The Vicar of -Kinsale 
was among those who went to pay their duty: he 
was presented by the Bishop of Chester, and was .not 
ungraciously received. t 

James learned that his cause was prospering. In 
the three southern provinces of Ireland the Protestants 
were disarmed, and were so effectually bowed down by 
terror that he had nothing to apprehend from them. 

• This letter, written to Lewis 
from the harbour of Brest, is in the 
Archives of the French Foreign 
Office, but is wanting in the very 

• rare volume printed in Downing 
Street. 

t A full and true Account of the 
Landing and Reception of the late 
King James at Kinsale, in a letter 
from Bristol, licensed .April 4-
1689; Leslie's Answer to King; 
Ireland's Lamentation; Avsux, 
March H-
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In the North there was some show of resistance: but- CHAP. 

Hamilton was marching against the malecontents; and XIL 

there was little doubt that they would easily be 1689. 

crushed. A day was spent at Kinsale inputting the 
arms and ammunition out of reach of danger. Horses 
8ufficient to carry a few travellers were with some di:ffi.~ 
culty procured; and, on the fourteenth of March, 
James proceeded to Cork.· 

We should greatly err if we imagined that the road James 

by which he entered that city bore any resemblance c:;~ 
to the stately approach which strikes the traveller of 
the nineteenth century with admiration. At present 
Cork, though deformed by many miserable relics of a 
former age, holds no mean place among the ports of 
the empire. The shipping is more than half what the 
shipping of London was at the time of the Revolution_ 
The customs exceed the whole revenue which the whole 
kingdom of Ireland, in the most peaceful and prosperous 
times, yielded to the Stuarts. The town is adorned by 
broad and well built streets, by fair gardens,_ by a Co
rinthian portico which would do honour to Palladio, and 
by a Gothic college worthy to stand in the High Street 
of Oxford. In 1689,.the city extended over about one 
tenth part of the space which it now covers, and was 
intersected by muddy streams, which have long been 
concealed by arches and buildings. A desolate marsh, 
in which the sportsman who pursued the waterfowl 
sank deep in water and mire at every step, co~ered the 
area now occupied by stately buildings, the palaces of 
great commercial societies. There was only a single 
street in which two wheeled carriages could pass each 
other. From this street diverged to right and left 
alleys squalid and noisome beyond the belief of those 
who have formed their notions of misery from the 
most miserable parts of Saint Giles's and Whitechapel. 

• Avaux, March H. 1689; LiCe of James, ii. 827. Orig. Mem. 
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CHAP. One of -these alleys, called, and, by comparison, justly 
XIL -called, Broad Lane, is about ten feet wide. From 

1689. such places, now seats of hunger and pestilence, aban
doned to the most wretched of mankind, the citizens 
poured forth to welcome James. I-{e was received with 
military honours by Macarthy, who held the chief com
mand in Munster. 

It was impossible for the King to proceed imme
diately to Dublin; for the southern counties had been 
so completely laid waste by the banditti whom the 
priests had called to arms, that the means of locomotion 
were not easily to be procUred. Horses had become 
rarities: in a large district there were only two carts; 
and those Avaux -pronounced good for nothing. Some 
days elapsed before the money which had been brought 
from France, though rio very formidable mass, could be 
dragged over the few miles which separated Cork from 
Kinsale.'" 

While the King and his Council were employed in 
trying to procure carriages and beasts, Tyrconnel ar
rived from Dublin. He held encouraging language. 
The opposition of Enniskillen he seems to have thought 
deserving of little consideration. Londonderry, he said, 
was the only important post held by the Protestants; 
and even Londonderry would not, in his ju~oment, hold 
out many days~ 

Journey of At length James was able to leave Cork for the ca
Jamesfrom pital On the road the shrewd and observant Avaux Cork to· , 
Dublin. made many remarks. The first part of the jour-

ney was through wild highlands, where it was not 
strange that there should be few traces of art and 
industry. But, from Kilkenny to the gates of Dublin, 
the path of the travellers layover gently undulating 
ground rich with· natural verdure. That fertile dis
trict should have been covered with flocks and herds, 

• Avaux, March H, 1689,_ 
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orchards and cornfields: but it was an untilled and 
unpeopled desert. Even in the towns the artisans were 
very few. Manufactured articles were hardly to be 
found, and if found could be procured only at immense 
prices.'" The truth was that most of the English in
habitants had fied, and that art, industry, and capital 
llad fied with them. 

James received on his progress numerous marks of 
the goodwill of the peasantry; but marks such as, to 
men bred in the courts of France and England, had an 
uncouth and ominous appearance. Though very fe'Y 
labourers were seen at work in the fields, the. road was 
lined by Rapparees armed with skeans, stakes, and 
half pikes, who crowded to look upon the deliverer of 
their race. The highway along which he travelled 
presented the aspect of a street in which a fair is held. 
Pipers came forth to play before him in a style which 
was not exactly that of the French opera; and th~ 
villagers danced 'wildly to' the music; Long frieze 
mantles, resembling those which Spenser had, a cen
tury before, described as meet beds for rebels and apt 
cloaks for thieves, were spread along the path which 
the cavalcade was to tread; and garlands, in which 
cabbage stalks supplied the place of laurels, were offered 
to the royal hand. The women insisted on kissing his 
Majesty; but it should seem that they bore little resem-· 
blance to their posterity; for this compliment was so 
distasteful to him that he ordered his retinue to keep 
them at a distance. t . 

On the twenty fourth of March he entered DubliIi. 
That city was then, in extent and population, the 
second in the British isles. It co~tained between six 
and seven thousand houses, and probably above t};j.irty 

• A vaux March 25. 1689 King James; Ireland's LsmentatioQ 
'April'" • t A full and true Account of the Light to the Blind. 
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thousand inhabitants.:II' In wealth and beauty, how
ever, Dublin was inferior to many English towns. Of 
the graceful and stately public buildings which now 
adorn both sides of the Liffey scarcely one had been even 
projected. The College, a very different edifice from 
that which now stands on the same site, lay quite out 
of the city.t The ground which is at present occupied 
by Leinster House and Charlemont House, by Sackville 
Street and Merrion Square, was open meadow. Most 
of the dwellings were built of timber, and have long 
given place to more substantial edifices. The Castle 
had in 1686 been almost uninhabitable. Clarendon 
had complained that he knew of no gentleman in Pall 
Mall who was not more conveniently and handsomely 
lodged than the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. No public 
ceremony could be performed in a becoming manner 
under the Viceregal roof. Nay, in spite of constant 
glazing and tiling, the rain perpetually drenched the 
apartments.t Tyrconnel, since he became Lord Deputy, 
had erected a new building somewhat more commo
dious. To this building the King was conducted in 
state through the southern part of the city. Every 
exertion had been made to give an air of festivity and 
splendour to the district which he was to traverse. 
The streets, which were generally deep in mud, were 
strewn with gravel. Boughs and flowers were scat
tered over the path. Tapestry and arras hung from 
the windows of those who could afford to exhibit such -
finery. The poor supplied the place of rich stuffs with 
blankets and coverlids. In one place was stationed a 

• See the calculations of Petty J 

King, and Davenant. If the a~rage 
number of inhabitants to a house 
was the same in Dublin as in Lon
don, the population of Dublin would 

• have been about thirty four thou
sand. 

t John Dunton speaks of College 

Green near Dublin. I have seen 
letters of that age directed to the 
College, by Dublin. There are some . 
interesting old maps of Dublin in 
the British Museum. 

t Clllrem\on to Rochester, Feb. 8. 
168t April 20. Aug. 12. Nov. SO. 
1680. 
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troop of friars with a cross; in another a company of CHAP. 

forty girls dressed in white and carrying nosegays. XII. 

Pipers and harpers played "The King shall enjoy his 1689. 
own again." The Lord Deputy carried the sword of 
state before his master. The Judges, the Heralds, the 
Lord Mayor and .Aldermen, appeared in all the pomp 
of office. Soldiers were drawn up on the right and left 
to keep the passages clear. A procession of twenty 
coaches belonging to public functionaries was mustered. 
Before the Castle gate, the King was met by the host 
under a canopy borne by four bishops of his church. 
At the sight he fell on his knees, and passed some time 
in devotion. . He then rose and was conducted to the 
chapel of his palace, once-such are the vicissitudes of 
human things-the riding house of Henry Cromwell. 
A Te Deum was performed in honour of his Majesty's 
arrival. The next morning he held a Privy Council, 
discharged Chief Justice Keating from any further 
attendance at the' board, ordered Avaux: and Bishop 
Cartwright to be sworn in, and issued a proclamation 
convoking a Parliament to meet at Dublin on the 
seventh of May.... ' 

When the news that James had arrived in Ireland Discontent 

reached London, the sorrow and alarm were general, and In England. 

were mingled with serious discontent. The multitude, 
not making sufficient allowance' for the difficulties by 
which William was encompassed on every side, loudly 
blamed his neglect. To all the invectives of the ig-
norant and malicious he opposed, as waS his wont, 
nothing but immutable gravity and the silence of pro-
found disdain. But few minds had received from 
nature a temper so :firm as his; and· still fewer had 
undergone so long and so rigorous a. discipline. . The 

. reproaches which had no power to shake his, fortitude, 
tried from childhood upwards by both extremes . of 

• Clarke's Life of James II., ii. Landing and Reception, &c.; Ire-
830~; Full and true Account of the land's Lamentation. 
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fortune, inflicted a deadly wound on a less resolute 
heart'. 

While all the coffeehouses were. unanimously resolv
ing that a fleet and army ought to have been long 
before sent to Dublin, and wondering how so renowned 
a politician as his Majesty could have been duped by 
Hamilton . and Tyrconnel, a gentleman went down to 
the Temple Stairs, called. a boat, and desired to be 
pulled to Greenwich. He took the cover of a letter 
from his pocket, scratched a few lines with a pencil, and 
laid the paper on the seat with some silver for his fare. 
As the boat passed under the dark central arch of 
London Bridge, he sprang into the water and disap
peared. It was found that he had written these words: 
"My folly in undertaking what l could not execute 
hath done the King great prejudice .which cannot be 
stopped-No easier way for me than this-May his 
undertaki:llgs prosper-May he have a blessing." There 
was no signature;· but the body was soon found, and 
proved to be that of John Temple; He was young 
and highly accomplished: he was heir. to an honour
able name; he was united to an amiable woman: he 
was' possessed of an ample fortune; and he had in 
prospect the greatest honours of the state. It does not 
appear that the public had been at all aware to what 
an extent he was answerable for the policy which had 
brought so much obloquy on the government. The 
King, stern as he was, had far too great a heart to 
treat an error as a crime. He had just appointed the 
unfortunate young man Secretary. at War; and the 
commission was actually preparing. It is not impro
bable that th~ cold magnanimity. of the master was 
the very thing which made the remorse of the servant 
insupportable .... 

• Clarendon's Diary; Reresby's Temple's last words. It agrees in 
Memoirs; Narcissus Luttrell's Diary. substance with Clarendon's, but hap 
I have followed Luttrell's version of more of the abruptness natural aD 
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But, gr' eat as were the vexations which William had: CHAP.> 
XIL to undergo, those by which the temper of his father-in-

law was at this time tried were greater still. No court ~?89, 
in Europe was distracted by more quarrels and in- ~~~~ns at 

trigues than were to be found within the walls of Dub- Castle. 

lin Castle. The numerous petty cabals which sprang 
from the cupidity, the jealousy, and the malevolence of 
individuals scarcely deserve mention. But there was 
one cause of discord which has been too little noticed, 
and which is the key to much that has been thought 
mysterious in the history of those times. 

Between English Jacobitism and Irish ~acobitism 
there was nothing in common. The English Jacobite 
was animated by a strong enthusiasm for the family 
of Stuart; and in his zeal for the interests of that 
family he too often forgot the' interests of the state. 
Victory, peace, prosperity, seemed evils to the stanch 
nonjuror of our island if they tended to make usur
pation popular and permanent. Defeat, bankruptcy, 
famine, invasion, were, in his view, public blessings, if 
they increased the chance of' a restoration. He would 
rather have seen his country the last of the nations 
under James the Second or James the Third, than the 
mistress of the sea, the umpire between contending 
potentates, the seat of arts, the hive of industry, under 
a prince of the House of Nassau or of Brunswick. 

The sentiments of the Irish Jacobite were very dif
ferent, and, it must in candour be acknowledged, were 
of a nobler character. The fallen dynasty was nothing 
to him. He had not, like a Cheshire or Shropshire 
cavalier, been taught from his cradle to consider loyalty 
to that dynasty as the first duty of a Christian and a 
gentleman. All his family traditions, all the lessons 
taught him by his foster mother and by his priests, had 
such an occasion. If anything could .. The wretched youth against his friend 
make 80 tragi cal an event ridiculous, exclaims, 
it would be the lamentation of the And in despair drowns himself ill the 
author of the Londeriad : Thamea" 

VOL. lIT. N 
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been of a very different tendency. He had been brought 
up to regard the foreign sovereigns of his native land 
with the feeling with which the Jew regarded Cresar, 
with which the Scot regarded Edward the First, with 
which the Castilian regarded Joseph Buonaparte, with 
which the Pole regards the Autocrat of the Russias. It 
was the boast of the highborn Milesian that, from the 
twelfth century to the seventeenth, eVElry generation of 
his family had been in arms against the English crown. 
His remote ancestors had contended with Fitzstephen 
and De Burgh. His greatgrandfather had cloven down 
the soldiers of Elizabeth in the battle of the Blackwater. 
His grandfather .had conspired with O'Donnel against 
James the First. His father had fought under Sir. 
Phelim O'Neill against Charles the First. The confis
cation of the family estate had been ratified by an Act 
of Charles the Second. No Puritan, who had been 
cited before the High Commission by Laud, who had 
charged under Cromwell at N aseby, who had been pro
secuted under the Conventicle Act, and who had been 
in hiding on account of the Rye House Plot, bore less 
affection to the House of Stuart than the O'Haras and 
Macmahons, on whose support the fortunes of that 
House now seemed to depend. 

The fixed purpose of these men was to break the foreign 
yoke, to exterminate the Saxon colony, to sweep away 
the Protestant Church, and to restore the soil to' its _ 
ancient proprietors. To obtain these ends they would 
without the' smallest scruple have risen up against 
James; and to obtain these ends they rose up for him. 
The Irish Jacobites, therefore, were not at all desirous 
that he should again reign at Whitehall: for they could 
not but be aware thai a Sovereign of Ireland, who was 
also Sovereign of England, would not, and, even if he 
would, could not, long administer the government of the 
smaller and poorer kingdom in direct opposition to the 
feeling of the larger and richer. Their real wish was that 



the Crowns might be completely separated, and that 
their island might, whether under James or without 
James they cared little, form a distinct state under 
the powerful protection of France. 

While one party in the Council at Dublin regarded 
James merely as a tool to be employed for achieving 
the deliverance of Ireland, another party regarded 
Ireland merely as a tool to be employed for effecting 
the restoration of James. To the English and Scotch 
lords and gentlemen who had accompanied him .from 
Brest, the island in which they sojourned was merely 
a stepping stone by which they were to reach Great 
Britain. They were still as much exiles as. when they 
were at Saint Germains ; and indeed they thought Saint 
Germains a far more pleasant place of exile than 
Dublin Castle. They had no sympathy with the native 
population of the remote and half barbarous region 
to which a strange chance had led them. Nay, they 
were bound by COlllIllon extraction and by common 
language to that colony which it was the chief. object 
of the native population to root out. They had in.;. 
deed, like the great body of their countrymen, always 
regarded the aboriginal Irish with very unjust con
tempt, as inferior to other European nations, not only 
in acquired knowledge, but in natural intelligence and 
courage; as born Gibeonites who had been liberally 
treated, in being permitted to hew wood and to draw 
water for a wiser and mightier people. These poli
ticians also thought,--and here they were undoubtedly 
in the right, - that, if their master's object was to 
recover the throne of England, it would be madness in 
him to give himself up to the guidance of the O's and 
the Macs who regarded England with mortal enmity. 
A law declaring the crown of Ireland independent, a 
law transferring mitres, glebes, and tithes from the 
Protestant to the Roman Catholic Church, a law trans· 
ferring ten millions of acres from Saxons to Celts. 

If 2 
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would doubtless be loudly applauded in Clare and Tip
perary. But what would be the effect of such laws at 
Westminster? What at Oxford? It would be poor 
policy to alienate such men as Clarendon and Beaufort, 
Ken and Sherlock, in order to obtain the applause of 
the Rapparees of the Bog of Allen.'" 

Thus the English and Irish factions in the Council 
at Dublin were engaged in a dispute which admitted 
of no compromise. Avaux meanwhile looked on that 
dispute from a point of view entirely his own. His 
object was neither the emancipation of Ireland nor the 
restoration of James, but the greatness of the French 
monarchy. In what way that object might be best 
attained was a very complicated problem. U ndoubt
edly a French statesman could not but wish for a 
counterrevolution in England. The effect of such a 
counterrevolution would be that the power which was 
the most formidable enemy of France would become 
her firmest ally, that William would sink into insig
nificance, and that the European coalition of which 
he was the chief would be dissolved. But what chance 
was there of such a counterrevolution? The English 
exiles indeed, after the fashion of exiles, confidently 
anticipated a speedy return to their country. James 
himself loudly boasted that his subjects on the other 
Side of the water, though they had been misled for a 
moment by the specious names of religion, liberty, and _ 
property, were warmly attached to him, and would 
rally round him as soon as he appeared among them. 
But the wary envoy tried in vain to discover any 
foundation for these hopes. He was certain that they 
were not warranted by any intelligence which had 
arrived from any part of Great Britain ; and he con-

It Much light is thrown on the loney to Bishop Tyrrel, which will 
dispute between the English and be found in the Appendix to King'/! 
Irish parties in James's coullcil, by State of the Protestants. 
a remarkable letter of Bishop Ma~ 
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sidered them as the mere daydreams of a feeble mind. 
He thought it unlikely that the usurper, whose ability 
and resolution he had, during an unintermitted con
flict of ten years, learned to appreciate, would easily 
part with the great prize which had been won by such 
strenuous exertions and profound combinations. It 
was therefore necessary to consider what arrangements 
would be most beneficial to France, on the supposition 
that it proved impossible to dislodge William from 
England. And it was evident that, if William could 
'not be dislodged from England, the arrangement most 
beneficial to France would be that which had been 
contemplated eighteen, months before when James had 
no prospect of a male heir. Ireland must be severed 
from the English crown, purged of the English colo.
nists, reunited to the Church of Rome, placed under' 
the protection of the House of Bourbon, and made, in 
every thing but name, a French province. In war, her 
resources would be absolutely at the command of her 
Lord Paramount. She would furnish his army with 
recruits. She would furnish his navy with fine' har
bours commanding all the great western outlets of the 
English trade. The strong national and religious an
tipathy with which her 'aboriginal population regarded 
the inhabitants of the neighbouring island would be a 
sufficient guarantee for their fidelity to that govern
ment which could alone protect her against the Saxon; 

On the whole, therefore, it appeared to Avaux that, 
of the two parties into which the Council at Dublin 
was divided, the Irish party was that which it was for 
the interest of France to support. 'He' accordingly 
connected himself closely with the chiefs of that party, 
obtained from them the fullest avowals of all that they 
designed, and was soon able to report to hisgoverninent 
that neither the gentry nor the common people were a~ 
all unwilling to become French." 

• Avaux, M;;~ ~. 1689, April H. But it is less from any single lette~. 
If 8 
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T~e views of Louvois, incomparably the greatest 
statesman that France had produced since Richelieu, 
seem to have entirely agreed with those of 'Avaux. 
The best thing, Louvois wrote, that King James could 
do would be to forget that he had reigned in Great 
Britain, and to think only of putting, Ireland into a 
good condition, and of e~tablishing himself firmly there. 
Whether this were the true interest of the House of 
Stuart may be doubted. But it was undoubtedly the 
true interest of the House of Bourbon .... 

About the Scotch and English exiles, and especially 
about Melfort, A vaux constantly expressed himself 
with an asperity hardly to have been expected from a 
man of so much sense and experience. Melfort was in 
a singularly unfortunate position. He was a renegade: 
he was a mortal enemy of the liberties of his country : 
he was of a bad and tyrannical nature; and yet he was, 
in some sensc;l,' a patriot. The consequence was that 
,he was more universally detested than any man of 
his time. For, while his apostasy and his arbitrary 
maxims of government made him the abhorrence of 
England and Scotland, his anxiety for the dignity and 
integrity of the empire made him the abhorrence of.the 
Irish and of the French. 

The first question to be decided was whether James 
should remain at Dublin, or should put himself at the 
head of his army in mster. On this question the Irish 
and British factions joined battle. Reasons of no great 
weight were adduced on both sides; for neither party 
ventured to speak out. The point really in issue was 
whether the King should be in Irish or in British 
hands. If he remained at Dublin, it would be scarcely 

than from the whole tendency and 
spirit of the correspondence of A vaux, 
that I have formed my notion of his 
objects. 

• "n faut doncJ oubliant qu'il a 

este Roy d'Angleterre et d'EscosseJ 

ne penser qu'A ce qui peut bonifier 
I'Irlande, et luy facilite! les moyens 
d'y subsister." Louvois to AvauxJ 

June ft. 1689. 
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possible for him to withhold his assent from any bill CHAP. 

presented to him by the Parliament which he had sum- ;xu. 
moned to meet there. He would be forced to plunder, 1689. 

perhaps to attaint, innocent Protestant gentlemen and 
clergymen by hundreds; and he would thus do irre
parable mischief to his cause on the other side of Saint 
George's Channel. If he repairc:d to Ulster, he would be 
within a few hours' sail of Great Britain. AB soon as 
Londonderry had fallen, and it was Universally supposed 
that the fall of Londonderry could not be long delayed, 
he might cross the sea with part of his forces, and . land 
in Scotland, where his friends were supposed to be 
numerous. When he was once on British ground, and 
in the midst of British adherents, it would no longer be 
in the power of the Irish to extort his consent to their 
schemes of spoliation and revenge. 

The discussions in the Council were long and warm. Jam:" de

TyrconneI, who had just been created a Duke, advised his ~~~me8 to 

master to stay in Dublin. !lelfort exhorted his Majesty Ulster. 

to set out for Ulster. Avaux exerted all his influence 
m support of Tyrconnel; but James, whose personal 
inclinations were naturally on the British side of the 
question, determined to follow the advice of Melfort .... 
Avaux was deeply mortified. In his official letters he 
expressed. with great acrimony his contempt for the 
King's character and understanding. On TyrconneI,. 
who had said that he despaired of theJortunes of James,. 
and that the real question was between the King ot' 
France and the Prince of Orange, the ambassador pro .. 
nounced what was meant to be a warm eulogy, but 
may perhaps be more properly called an invective. "It' 
he were a born Frenchman, he could not be more zealous-
for the interests of France."t The conduct of Melfort, 
on the other hand, was the subject of an invective which 

• See the despatches written by t Avaux, ApriltJrr. 1689. 
Avaux during April 1689; Light 
to &he Blind. 



184 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

CHAP. much resembles eulogy: "He is neither a good Irish
. XIL man'nor a good Frenchman. .All his affections are set 
1689. on his own country." :I 

Journey of Since the King was determined to go northward, 
t':::.to Avaux did not choose to be left behind. The royal 

party set out, leaving Tyrconnel in charge at Dublin, and 
arrived at Charlemont Qn the thirteenth of April. The 

. journey was a strange one. The country all along the 
road had been completely deserted by the industrious 
population, and laid waste by bands of robbers. "This," 
said one of the French officers, "is like travelling through 
the deserts of Arabia." t Whatever effects the colonists 
had been able to remove were at Londonderry or Ennis-

. killen. The rest had been stolen or destroyed. Avaux 
informed his court that he had not been able to get one 
truss of hay for his horses without sending five or six 
miles. No labourer dared bring any thing for sale lest 
some marauder should lay hands on it by the way. The 
ambassador was put one night into a miserable taproom 
full of soldiers smoking, another night into a dismantled 
house without windows or shutters to keep out the rain. 
At Charlemont a bag of oatmeal was with great diffi .. 
culty, and as a matter of favour, procured for the French 
legation. There was no wheaten bread except at the 
table of the King, who had brought a little flour from 
Dublin, and to whom Avaux had lent a servant who 
knew how to bake. Those who were honoured with an 
invitation to the royal table had their -bread and wine -
measured out to them. Every body else, however high 
in rank, ate horsecorn, and drank water or detestable 
beer, made with oats ·instead of barley, and flavoured 
with som~ nameless herb as a substitute for hops.t 
Yet report said that the country between Charlemont 

• Avaux. May A. 1689. 

t Pusignan to Avaux ~ 
. 'Apr1l9. 

1689. * This lamentable account of the 

Irish beer is taken from a despatch 
which Desgrigny wrote from·Cork 
to Louvois, and which is in the 
archives of the French War Of
fice. 
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and Strabane was even more desolate than the country 
between Dublin and Charlemont. It was impossible 
to carry a large stock of provisions. The roads were 
so bad, and the horses so weak, that the baggage wag
gons had all been left far behind. The chief officers of 
the army were consequently in want of necessaries; and 
the ill humour which was the :natural effect of these 
privations was increased by the insensibility of James, 
who seemed not to be aware that every body about him 
was not perfectly comfortable .... 

On the. fourteenth of April the King and his train 
proceeded to Omagh. The rain fell: the wind blew! 
the horses could scarcely make their way through the 
mud, and in the face of the storm; and the road was 
frequently intersected by torrents which might almost 
be called rivers. The travellers had to pass several 
fords where the water was breast high. Some of the 
party fainted from fatigue and hunger. All around lay 
a frightful wilderness. In a journey of forty miles 
Avaux counted only three miserable cabins. Every 
thing else was rock, bog, and moor. When at length 
the travellers reached Omagh, they found it in ruins. 
The Protestants, who were the majority of the inha .. 
bitants, had abandoned it, leaving not a wisp of straw 
nor a cask of liquor. The windows had been broken~ 
the chimneys had been beaten in: the .very locks and 
bolts of the doors had been carried away. t 

Avaux had never ceased to press the King to return 
to Dublin; but these expostulations had hitherto pro
duced no effect. The obstinacy of James, however, was 
an obstinacy which had nothing in common with manly 
resolution, and which, though proof to . argument, was 
easily shaken by caprice. He received at Omagh1 

early on the sixteenth of April, letters which alarmed 

• Avaux, April H. 1689; 1689, and to Louvois, of the ~ame 
April H. date. 

t Avaul' to Lewis, April H. 

185 

. CHAP. 
XII. 

1689. 



186 

CHAP. 
XIL 

1689. 

HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

him. He iearned that a strong body of Protestants 
was .. in arms at Strabane, and that English ships 
of war had been seen near the mouth of Lough 
Foyle. In one minute three messages were sent to 
summon A vaux to the ruinous chamber in which the 
royal bed had been prepared. There James, h~lf 
dressed, and with the air of a man bewildered by some 
great shock, announced his resolution to hasten back 
instantly to Dublin. Avaux listened, wondered, and 
approved. Melfort seemed prostrated. by despair. The 
travellers retraced their steps, and, late in the evening, 
reached Charlemont. There. the King received de
spatches. very different from those which had terrified 
him a few hours . before. The Protestants who had as~ 
sembled near Strabane had been attacked by Hamilton. 
Under a truehearted leader they would doubtless have 
stood their ground. But Lundy, who commanded 
them, had told them that all was lost, had ordered 
them to shift for themselves, and had set them the 
example of flight.'" They had accordingly retired in 
confusion to Londonderry. The King's correspon~ 
dents' pronounced it to be impossible that London
derry should hold out. His Majesty had oilly to 
appear before· the gates; and they would instantly fly 
open. James now changed his mind again, blamed 
himself for having been persuaded to turn his face 
southward, and, though it was late in the evening, called _ 
for his horses. The horses were in miserable plight; 
but, weary and half starved as they were, they were 
saddled. Melfort, completely victorious, carried off his 
master to the camp. Avaux, after remonstrating to no; 
purpose, declared that he was resolved to return to 
Dublin. It may be suspected that the extreme discom-· 
fort which he had undergone had something to do-with 
this resolution. For complaints of that discomfort make 
up a large part of his letters; and, in truth, a life passed 

.• Commons' Journals, Aug. 12. 1689; Mackenzie's Narrative. 
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in the palaces of Italy, in the neat parlours and gardens 
of Holland, and in the luxurious pavilions which adorned 
the suburbs of Paris, was a bad preparation for the 
ruined· hovels of Ulster. He gave, however, to his 
master a more weighty reason for refusing to proceed 
northward. The journey of James had been undertaken 
in opposition to the unanimous sense of the Irish, and 
had excited great alarm among them. They appre
hended that he meant to quit them,and to make a de
scent on Scotland. They knew that, once landed in 
Great Britain, he would have neither the will nor the 
power to do those things which. they most desired. 
Avaux, by refusing to proceed further, gave them an 
assurance that, whoever might betray them, France 
would be their constant friend.'-
. While Avaux was on his way to Dublin, James 
hastened towards Londonderry. He found his army 
concentrated a few miles south of the city. The 
French generals who had sailed with him from Brest 
were in his train; and two of them, Rosen and Maumont, 
were placed over the head of Richard Hamilton. t 
Rosen was a native of Livonia,who had in early youth 
become a soldier of fortune, who had fought his way 
to distinction, and who, though utterly destitute of 
the graces and accomplishments characteristic of the 
Court of Versailles, was nevertheless high in . favour 
there. His temper was savage: his manners were 
coarse: his language was a strange jargon compounded 
of various dialects of French and German. Even those 
who thought best· of him, and· who maintained· that 
his rough exterior covered some good qualities, owned 
that his looks were against him, and that it would be 
unpleasant to meet such a figure in the dusk at the 

• Avaux, April H. 1689. The 332. Orig. Mem. 
story of these strange changes of t Life of James, ii. 834, 335. 
purpose is told very disingenuously Orig. Mem. ' . 
in the Life of James, ii. 330, 831, 
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CHAP. corner of a wood.... The little that is known of Mau~ 
XII. mont is to his honour. 

1689. In the camp it was generally expected that London-
The fall of derry would fall without a blow. Rosen confidently 
~:~~o:;_ predicted that the mere sight of the Irish army would 
peeted. terrify the garrison into submission. But Richard 

Hamilton, who knew the temper of the colonists better, 
had misgivings. The assailants were sure of one im
portant ally .within the walls. Lundy, the Governor, 
professed the Protestant religion, and had joined in 
proclaiming William and Mary; but he was in secret 
communication with the enemies of his Church and of 
the Sovereigns to whom he had sworn fealty. Some 
have suspected that he was a concealed Jacobite, and 
that he had affected to acquiesce in the Revolution only 
in order that he might be better able to assist in bring
ing about a Restoration: but it is probable that his 
conduct is rather to be attributed to faintheartedness and 
poverty of spirit than to zeal for any public cause. He 
seems to have thought resistance hopeless; and in truth, 
to a military eye, the defences of Londonderry appeared 
contemptible. The fortifications consisted of a simple 
wall overgrown with grass and weeds: there was no 
ditch even before the gates: the drawbridges had long 
been neglected: the chains were rusty and could 
scarcely be used: the parapets and towers were built 
after a fashion which might well move disciples of_ 
Vauban to laughter; and these feeble defences were 
on almost every. side commanded by heights. Indeed 
those who laid out the city had never meant that it 
should be able to stand a regular siege, and had con~ 
tented themselves with throwing up works sufficient to 
protect the inhabitants against a tumultuary attack of 

'* Memoirs of Saint Simon. Some a Marechal de Camp, which is a 
English writers ignorantly speak of very different th:ng, and had been 
Rosen as baving been, at this time, a recently promoted to the rank of 
Marshal of France. He did not be- Lieutenant General. 
come so till 1703. He had long been 
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single French battalion would easily storm such de- XII. 

fences. Even if the place should, notwithstanding all 1689. 

disadvantages, be able to repel a large army directed by 
the science and experience of generals who had served 
under Conde and Turenne, hunger must soon bring the 
contest to an end. The stock of provisions was small; 
and the population had been swollen to seven or eight 
times the ordinary number by a multitude of colonists 
flying from the rage of the natives." 

Lundy, therefore, from the time when the Irish army 
entered Ulster, seems to have given up all thought of 
serious resistance. He talked so despondingly that the 
citizens and his own soldiers murmured against him. 
He seemed, they said, to be bent on discouraging them. 
Meanwhile the enemy drew daily nearer and nearer; 
and it was known that James himself was coming to 
take the command of his forces. 

Just at this moment a glimpse of hope appeared. Su~cours 
On the fourteenth of April ships from England anchored ~l!ntDl 
in the bay. They had on board two regiments which . .. 
had been sent, under the command of a Colonel named 
Cunningham, to reinforce the garrison. Cunningham 
and several of his officers went on shore and. conferred 
with Lundy. Lundy dissuaded them from landing 
their men. The place, he said, could not hold out. To 
throw more troops into it would therefore be worse than 
useless: for the more numerous the garrison, the more 
prisoners would fall into the hands of the enemy. The 
best thing that the two regiments could do would be 
to sail back to England. He meant, he said, to with-
draw himself privately; and the inhabitants must then 
try to make good terms for themselves. 

• AvauX, April -ft. 1689. in 1705 for the Duke of Ormond 
Among the MSS. in the British by a French engineer named 
Museum is a curious report on the Thomas. 
defences of Londonderry, drawn up 
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He went through the form' of holding a, council of 
war; but from this council he excluded all those officers 
of the garrison whose sentiments he knew to be different 
from his own. Some, who had ordinarily been sumw 
moned on such occasions, and who now came uninvited, 
were thrust out of the room. Whatever the Governor 
said was echoed by his creatures. Cunningham and 
Cunningham'S companions could scarcely venture to 
oppose their opinion to that of a person whose local 
knowledge was necessarily far superior to theirs, and 
whom they were by their instructions directed to obey. 
One brave soldier murmured. "Understand this," he 
said, "to give up . Londonderry is to give up Ireland." 
But his objections were contemptuously overruled.· 
The meeting broke up. Cunningham and his officers 
returned to the ships, and made preparations for departw 
ing. Meanwhile Lundy privately sent a messenger to 
the head quarters of the enemy, with assurances that 
the city should be peaceably surrendered on the first 
summons. 

The in- But as soon as what had passed in the council of war 
habitants • f h 'di 
of London- was whispered about the streets, the spint 0 t e soJ. ers 
derryl and citizens swelled up high and fierce against the dasw 
reso ve to .' 
defend tardly and perfidious chief who had betrayed them. 
themselves. Many of his own officers declared that they no longer 

thought themselves bound to obey him. Voices were 
heard threatening, some that his brains sho~d be blown -
out, some that he should be hanged on the . walls. A 
deputation was sent to Cunningham imploring him to
assume the command. He excused himself on the plau
sible ground that his orders were to take directions in 
all things from the Governor. t Meanwhile it was ru
moured that th~ persons most in Lundy's confidence 
were stealing out of the town one by one. Long after 

• Commons' Journals, August H!. Journals of the House of Com-
1689. mons, August 12. 1689. See also 

t The best history of these the narratives of Walker and Mac
transactions will be found ill the kenzie. 
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dusk on the evening of the seventeenth it was found 
that the gates were open and that the keys had disap
peared. The officers who made the discovery took on 
themselves to change the passwords and to double the 
guards. The night, however, passed over without any 
assault. • 

Mter some anxious hours the day broke. The 
Irish, with James at their head, were now within four 
miles of the city. .A tumultuous council of the chief 
inhabitants was called. Some of them vehemently 
reproached the Governor to his face with his trea
chery. He had sold them, they cried, to their dead~ 
liest ene~y: he had refused admission to the force 
which good King William had sent to defend them. 
While the altercation was at the height, the sentinels 
who paced the ramparts announced that the vanguard 
of the hostile army was in sight. Lnndy had given 
orders that there should be no firing; but his authority 
was at end. Two gallant soldiers, Major Henry Baker 
and Captain Adam Murray, called the people to arms~ 
They were assisted by the eloquence of an aged clergy
man, George Walker, rector of the parish of Donagh
more, who had, with many of his neighbours, taken 
refuge in Londonderry. The whole of the crowded 
city was moved by one impulse. Soldiers, gentlemen, 
yeomen, artisans, rushed to the walls and manned the 
guns. . James, who, confident of success, had approached 
within a hundred yards of the southern gate, was re
ceived with a shout of" No surrender," and with a fire 
from the nearest bastion.' An officer of his staff fell 
dead by his side. The King and his attendants made 
all haste to get out of reach of the cannon balls. Lundy, 
who was now in imminent danger of being torn limb 
from limb by those whom he had betrayed, hid himself 
in an inner chamber. There he lay during the day, 
and at night, with the generous and politic connivance 

• Mackenzie's Narrative. 

J91 
CHAP • . xu. 

1689. 



CHAP. 
XIL 

1689. 

. Their 
oharacter. 

HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

of Murray and Walker, made his escape in the disguise 
of a porter. ,. The part of the wall from which he let 
himself down is still pointed out; and people still living 
talk of having tasted the fruit of a pear tree which as
sisted him in his descent. His name is, to this day, 
held in execration by the Protestants of the North of 
Ireland; and his effigy is still annually hung and 
burned by them with marks of abhorrence similar 
to those which in England are appropriated to Guy 
Faux. 

And now Londonderry was left destitute of all mili
tary and of all civil government. No man in the town 
had a right to command any other: the defences were 
weak: the provisions were scanty: an incensed tyrant 
and a great army were at the gates. But within was 
that which has often, in desperate extremities, retrieved 
the fallen fortunes of nations. Betrayed, deserted, dis
organized, unprovided with resources, begirt with ene
mies, the noble city was still no easy conquest. Whatever 
an engineer might think of the strength of the ramparts, 
all that was most intelligent, most courageous, most 
highspirited among the Englishry of Leinster and of 
Northern Ulster was crowded behind them. The num
ber of men capable of bearing arms within the walls 
was seven thousand; and the whole world could not 
have furnished seven thousand men better qualified to 
meet a terrible emergency with clear judgment, daunt
less valour, and stubborn patience. They were all 
zealous Protestants; and the Protestantism of the ma
jority was tinged with Puritanism. They had much in 
common with that sober, resolute, and Godfearing class 
out of which Cromwell had formed his unconquerable 
army. But the peculiar situation in which they had 
been placed had developed in them some qualities which, . 
in the mother country, might possibly have remained 
latent. The English inhabitants of Ireland were an 

iF Walker and Mackenzie. 
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aristocratic caste, which had been enabled, by superior 
civilisation, by close .union, by sleepless vigilance, by 
cool intrepidity, to keep in subjection a numerous and 
hostile population. Almost every one of them had 
been in some measure trained both to military and to 
political functions. Almost every one was familiar 
with the use of arms, and was accl.lstomed to bear a 
part in the administration of justice. It was re~ 
marked by contemporary writers that the colonists 
had something of the Castilian haughtiness of manner, 
though none of the Castilian indolence, that they 
spoke English with remarkable purity and correctness, 
and that they were, both as militiamen and as jury
men, superior to their kindred in the mother country. $ 

In all ages, men situated as the Ailglosaxons in Ire
land were situated have had peculiar vices and peculiar 
virtues, the vices and virtues of masters, as opposed 
to the vices and virtues of slaves. The member of a 
dominant race is, in his' dealings with the subject race, 
seldom indeed fraudulent,-for fraud is the resource of 
the weak,-but imperious, insolent, and cruel. Towards 
his brethren, on the other hand, his conduct is generally 
just, kind, and even noble. His selfreflpect leads him 
to respect all who belong to his own order. His interest 
impels him to cultivate a good understanding with those 
whose prompt, strenuous, and courageous assistance 
may at any moment be necessary to preserve· his pro
perty and life. It is a truth ever present to his· mind 
that his own wellbeing depends on the ascendency of 
the class to which he belongs. His very selfishness 
therefore is sublimed into public spirit: and this public 
spirit is stimulated to fierce enthusiasm by sympathy, by 
the desire of applause, and by the dread of infamy. 
For the only opinion which he values is the opinion of 

• See the Character of the Pro- tion of Ireland, 1689. The former 
tE'stanta of Ireland, 1689. and the pamphlet is the work of an enemy, 
Interest of England in the Preserv~ the latter of a zealous friend. 
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his' fellows; and in their opinion devotion to the common 
cause is the most sacred of duties. The character, thus 
formed, has two aspects. Seen on one side~ it must be re
garded by every well constituted mind with disapproba
tion. Seen on the other, it irresistibly extorts applause. 
The Spartan, smiting and spurning the wretched Helot, 
moves our disgust. But the same Spartan, calmly dress~ 
ing his hair, and uttering his concise jests, on what he 
well knows to be his last day, in the pass <?f Thermopylro, 
is not to be contemplated without admiration. To a 
superficial observer it may seem strange that so much 
evil and so much good should be found together. . But 
in truth the good and the evil, which at first sight ap
pear almost incompatible, are closely connected, and have 
a common origin. It was because the Spartan had been 
taught to revere himself as one of a race of sovereigns, 
and to look down on all that was not Spartan as of an 
inferior species, that he had no fellow feeling for the 
miserable serfs who crouched before him; and that the 
thought of submitting to a foreign master, or of turning 
his back before an enemy, never, even in the last extre
mity, crossed his· mind. Something of the same charac
ter, compounded of tyrant and hero, has been fOllnd in 
all nations which have domineered over more numerous 
nations. But it has nowhere in modern Europe shown it
self so conspicuously as in Ireland. With what contempt; 
with what antipathy, the ruling minority in that country
long regarded the subject majority may be best learned 
from the hateful laws which, within the memory-of men 
still living, disgraced· the Irish . statute book. Those 
laws were at length annulled: but the spirit which had 
dictated them survived them, and even at this day some .. 
times breaks out in excesses pernicious to the common
wealth anddishonourable to the Protestant religion. 
Nevertheless it is impossible to deny that the English 
colonists have had, with too many of the faults, all the 
nobles.t virtues of a sovereign caste. The faults have. 
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as was natural, been most offensively exhibited in times 
of prosperity and security: the virtues have been most 
resplendent in times of. distress and peril; and never 
were those virtues more signally displayed than by the 
defenders of Londonderry, when. their Governor had 
abandoned them, and when the camp of their mortal 
enemy was pitched before their walls. 

No Booner had the first burst of the rage excited by 
the perfidy of Lundy spent itself than those whom he had 
betrayed proceeded, with a gravity and prudence worthy 
of the most renowned senates, to provide for .the ordet 
and defence of the city. Two governors were elected, 
Baker and Walker. Baker took the chief military 
command. Walker's especial business was to preserve 
internal tranquillity, and to dole out supplies from the 
magazines.· The inhabitants capable of bearing arms 
were distributed into eight regiments. . Colonels, cap
tains, and subordinate officers were appointed. In a. 
few hours every man knew his, post, and. was ready to 
repair to. it as soon as the beat 6f the drum was· heard. 
That machinery, by which Oliver had, in the preceding 
generation, kept up among his soldiers so stern and so 
pertinacious an enthusiasm, was again .employed With 
not less complete success. Preaching and praying oc-: 
cupied a large part of every day. Eighteen clergymen 
of the Established Church and seven or eight noncon-· 
formist ministers were within the walls. They aIlex-' 
erted themselves indefatigably to rouse and· sustain the 
spirit of the people. Among themselves there was for 
the time entir~ harmony. All disputes about church 
government, postures, ceremonies, :were forgotten. The 
Bishop, having found tha~ his lectures on passive obe
dience were derided even by the Episcopalians, had with-: 
drawn himse~ first to Raphoe, and then to England, and 
.. . 

• There was afterwards some idle DOt..· To me it seem. quite clear 
diapute about the question whether that he was 80 •. 

Walker was properl1 Governor. or 
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was preaching in a chapel in London.- . On the other 
hand, a Scotch fanatic named Hewson, who had exhorted 
the Presbyterians not. to ally themselves with such as 
refused to subscribe the Covenant, had sunk under the 
well merited disgust and scorn of the whole Protestant 
community. t The aspect of the Cathedral was re
markable. Cannon were planted on the summit of the 
broad tower which has since given place to a tower of 
different proportions. Ammunition was stored in the 
vaults. In the choir the liturgy of the Anglican Church 
was read every morning. Every afternoon the Dis
senters crowded to a simpler worship.t 

James had waited twenty four hours, expecting, as it 
should seem, the performance of Lundy's promises; and 
in twenty four hours the arrarigements for the defence 
of Londonderry were complete. On the evening of the 
nineteenth of April, a trumpeter came to the southern 
gate, and asked whether the engagements into which 
the Governor had entered would be fulfilled. The an
swer was that the men who guarded these walls had 
nothing to do with the Governor's engagements, and 
were determined to resist to the last. 

On the following day a messenger of higher rank was 
sent, Claude Hamilton, Lord Strabane, one of the few 
Roman Catholic peers of Ireland. Murray, who had been 
appointed to the command of one of the eight regiments 
into which the garrison was distributed, advanced from_ 
the gate to meet the :Hag of truce; and a short conference 
was held. Strabane had been authorised to make large 
promises. The citizens should have a free pardon for 

• Mackenzie's Narrative; Fune· 
ral Sermon on Bishop Hopkins, 
1690. 

t llTalker's True Account, 1689. 
See also The A pology for the True 
Account, and the Vindication of the 
True Account, published in tbe 
lame year. 1 have called this man 

by the name by which he was known 
in Ireland. But his real name was 
Houstoun. He is frequently men
tioned in the strange volume entitled 
Faithful Contendings Displayed. 

:t A View of the Danger and 
Folly of being pubIicspirited, by 
William Hamill, 1721. 
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commission, and a thousand pounds in money. "The 1689. 
men of Londonderry," answered Murray, "have done 
nothing that requires a pardon, and own no Sovereign 
but King William and Queen .Mary. It will not be safe 
for your Lordship to stay longer, or to return on the 
same errand. Let me have the honour of seeing you 
through the lines."· 

James had been assured, and had fully expected, that 
the city would yield as soon as it was known that he 
was before the walls. Finding himself mistaken, he 
broke loose from the control of Miliort, and determined 
to return instantly to Dublin. Rosen accompanied the 
King. The direction of the siege was intrusted to 
Maumont. Richard Hamilton was second, and Pusignan 
third, in command. 

The operations now commenced in earnest. The London-

b · b bb . h I derry be-eSlegers egan y attermg t e town. t was soon sieged. 

on fire in several places. Roofs and upper stories of 
houses fell in, and crushed the inmates. During a 
short time the garrison, many of whom had never 
before seen the effect of a cannonade, seemed'to be 
discomposed by the crash of chimneys, and by the heaps 
of ruin mingled with disfigured corpses. But familiarity 
with danger and horror produced in a few hours the 
natural effect. The spirit of the people rose so high 
that their chiefs thought it safe to act on the offensive. 
On the twenty first of April a sally was made under 
the command of Murray. The Irish stood their ground 
~esolutely; ~d a furious and bloody contest took, 
place. ~raumont, at the head of a body of cavalry, flew 
to the place where the fight was raging. He was struck 
in the head by a musket ball, and fell a corpse. The 
besiegers lost several other officers, and about two 
~undred men, before the colonists could be driven in. 

• See Walker's True Accoqnt and Mackenzie's Narrative. 
oS 
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MlllTay escaped with difficulty. His horse was killed 
under him; and he was beset by enemies: but he was 
able to defend himself till some of his friends made a 
rush from the gate to his rescue, with old Walker at 
their head.:I(: 

Inconsequence of the. death of Maumont, Hamilton 
was once more commander of the Irish . army. His 
exploits in that post did .not raise his' reputation. 
He was a fine gentleman and a brave soldier; but he 
had rio pretensions to the character of a great gene
·ral, and had never, in his life, seen a siege. t Pusi~ 
gnanhad more science and energy .. But Pusignan 
survived Maumont little more than a fortnight. At 
four in the morning of the sixth of May, the garnson 
made another sally, took several flags, and killed many 
of the besiegers. Pusignan, fighting gallantly, was 
shot through the body. The wound was one which a 
skilful. surgeon might have cured: but there was no 
such surgeon in the Irish camp; and the-communica
tion with Dublin was slow and irregular. The .poor 
Frenchman died, complaining bitterly of the barbarous 
ignorance and negligence which had shortened his days. 
A medical man, who had been sent down express from 
the capital, arrived after the funeral. James, in con
sequence, as it should seem, of this disaster, established a 
daily post between Dublin' Castle and Hamilton's head 

• Walker; Mackenzie; .Avaull., 
April 26. 1689. There is a .tradition 
M.y6. 

among the Protestants of Ulster 
that l\faumont fell by the sword 
of Murray: but on this point the reo 
port made by the French ambas_ 
sador to his master is decisive. The 
truth is that there are almost as 
many mythical stories about the 
siege of Londonderry as about the 

. siege of Troy. The legend. about 
Murray and Maumont dates from 
1689. In the Royal Voyage, which 

·was acted in that year, the combat 
between the heroes is described in 
these sonorous lines-
"They met; and lIIonsieur at the first 

encounter 
Fell dead, blaspheming, on the dusty 

plain, 
And dying, bit the ground." 

t "Si c'est celuy qui est' sorti 
de France Ie dernier, qui 's' appeI
loit Richard, il n'a jamais ven de 
siege, ayant toujours servi en Rou~ 
sillon:'-Louvois to Avaux., June 
l:r· 1689. 
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quarters. Even by this conveyance letters did not 
travel very expeditiously: for the couriers went on foot; 
and, from fear probably of the ·Enniskilleners, took a 
circuitous route from military post to military post .... 

May passed away: June arrived; and still London
derry held out. There had been many sallies . and 
skirmishes with various success: but, on the whole, 
the' advantage had been with the garrison. . Several 
officers of note had been car.ried prisoners into the 
city; and two French banners, torn after hard fighting 
from the besiegers, had been hung as trophies .in the 
chancel of the Cathedral. It seemed that the siege 
must be turned into a blockade. :But before the hope 
of reducing the town by main force was relinquished, 
it was determined to make a great effort. The point 
selected for assault was an outwork called Windmill 
Hill, which. was not far from the southern gate. Re
ligious stimulants were .employed to animate the' courage 
of the forlorn hope. Many vplUJ:!.teers bound' them
selves by oath to make their wayintQ the works or to 
perish in: the attemp~. Captai,n But1er~ son of the' Lord 
Mountgarret, undertook to lead' the sworn men to the 
attack. On the walls the colonists were drawn up in 
three ranks. The office of those who were behind was 
to load the muskets of those who were in front. The 
Irish came on boldly and with. It fe~rful.uproar, but 
after long and hard fighting were driven back. The 
women of Londonderry were seen amidst the thickest 
·fire serving out water and a.mmunition to their husbands 
and brothers. In, one place, where. the wall was only 

• Walker; Mackenzie; Avault mont et Ii M. de Pusignan •. lIne 
to Louvois, May 1''$' T·~ 1689; faut pas que sa Majeste Britanniqu{! 
James to Hamilton, r.,~;:::, in the croye qu'en faisant tuer desofficiers' 
library of the Royal Iri.h Academy. generaux comme des soldats, on 
Louvois wrote to Avaux in great puisse ne l'en point Iaisser manquer, 
indignation. "La mauvaise con- Ces . sortes de gens sont rares en 
duite que ron a tenue devant Lon- tout pays, et doivent eslre m~ 
dondery a couste Ia "ie a M. de Mau- nagez." 

04 

199 

CHAP. 
XII. 

1689. 



200 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

CHAP. seven feet high, Butler and some of his sworn men 
XIL succeeded in reaching the top; but they were all killed 

1689. or made prisoners. At length, after four hundred of 
the Irish had fallen, their chiefs ordered a retreat to be 
sounded.'" 

The sie.ge Nothing was left but to try the effect of hunger. It 
turnedmto k:n h h k f£ d' h' b a blockade. was own t at t e stoc 0 00 ill t e CIty was ut 

slender. Indeed it was thought strange that the sup
plies should have held out so long. Every precaution 
was now taken against the introduction of provisions. 
All the avenues leading to the city by land were closely 
guarded. On the south were encamped, along the left 
bank of the Foyle, the horsemen who had followed 
Lord GaJmoy from the valley of the Barrow. Their 
chief was of all the Irish captains the most dreaded and 
the most abhorred by the Protestants. For he had 
disciplined his men with rare skill and care; and many 
frightful stories were told of his barbarity and perfidy. 
Long lines of tents, occupied by the infantry of Butl~r 
and O'Neil,' of Lord Slane and Lord Gormanstown, 
by Nugent's Westmeath men, by Eustace's Kildare 
men, and by Cavanagh's Kerry men, extended north
ward till they again approached the water side. t The 
river was fringed with forts and batteries which no 
vessel could pass without great peril. After some time 
it was determined to make the security still more com
plete by throwing a barricade across the stream, about a 
mile and a half below the city. Several boats full of 
stones were sunk. A row of stakes was driven into the 
bottom of the river. Large pieces of :fir wood; strongly 

• Walker; Mackenzie; Avaux, 
June H. 1689. 

t As to the discipline of Galmoy's 
Horse, see the letter of A vaux to 
Louvois, dated Sept. t8- Horrible 
Btories of the cruelty, both of the 
colonel and of his men, are told in 
the Short View, by a Clergyman, 

printed in 1689, and in several other 
pamphlets of that year. For the dis-. 
tribution of the Irish forces, see the 
contemporary maps of the siege. A 
catalogue of the regiments, meant, I 
suppose, to rival the catalogue in 
the Second Book of the Iliad, will 
be found in the Londeriad. 
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bound together, formed a boom which was more than -CHAP. 

a quarter of a mile in length, and which was firmly ~ 
fastened to both shores, by cables a foot thick.... A. 1689 

huge stone, to :which the cable on the left bank was 
attached, was removed many yea.rs later, for the purpose 
of being polished and shaped into a column. But the 
intention was abandoned, and the rugged mass still lies, 
not many yards from its original site, amidst the shades 
which surround a pleasant country house named Boom 
Hall. Hard by is the well from which the besiegers 
drank. A. little further off is the burial ground where 
they laid their slain, and where even in our own time 
the spade of the gardener has struck upon many sculls 
and thighbones at a short distance beneath the turf and 
:flowers. 

While these things were passing in the North, James Naval 

was holding his court at Dublin. On his return thither i!i~~:::' 
from Londonderry he received intelligence that the Bay. 

French :fleet, commanded. by the Count of Chateau 
Renaud, had anchored in Bantry Bay, and had put on 
shore a large quantity of military stores and a supply of 
money. Herbert, who had just been sent to those seas 
with an English squadron for the purpose of intercept-
ing the communications between Britanny and Ireland, 
learned where the enemy lay, and sailed into the bay 
with the intention of giving battle. But the wind was 
unfavourable to him: his force was greatly inferior to 
that which was opposed to him; and after some firing, 
which caused no serious loss to either side, he thought 
it prudent to stand out to sea, while the French retired 
into the recesses of the harbour. He steered for Scilly, 
where he expected to find reinforcements; and Chateau 
Renaud1 content with the credit which he had acqUired, 
and afraid of losing it if he staid, hastened back to 

,. Life of Admiral Sir John this book ooly fifty copies were 
Leake, by Stephen M •. Leake, CIa- printed. 
reocieux King at Arms, 1750. Of 
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Brest, though earnestlyintreated by James to· come 
round to Dublin. 

Both sides claimed the victory. Th~ Commons at 
Westminster absurdly passed a vote of. thanks to Her
bert. James, not less absurdly, ordered bonfires to be 
lighted, and a Te ,Deum to be sung. But these marks 
of joy by no means satisfied Avaux, whose national 
vanity was too strong even for his characteristic pru
dence and politeness. He complained that James was 
so unjust.'and ungrateful as to attribute the result of 
the late action to the reluctance with which 'the English 
seamen fought p.gainst their rightful King and their old 
commander, and .that his Majesty did not seem to be 
well pleased by. being told that they were flying over 
the ocean pursued by the triumphant French. Dovert 

too,was a bad Frenchman. He seemed- to take no 
pleasure in the defeat of his countrymen,and had 
been heard to say that the affair in Bantry Bay did not 
deserve to be called a battle. * . ' 

On the day after the- Te Deum had been sung at 
Dublin for this indecisive skirmish, the Parliament 
convoked by James assembled. The number of tem
poral peers of Ireland, when he arrived in that kingdom, 
was about a hundred. Of these only fourteen obeyed 
his summons. Of the fourteen, ten were Roman Ca
tholics. By the rev.ersing of old attainders, and by 
new creations, seventeen .more Lords,' all Roman Catho
lics, were introduced into the Upper House. The Pro
testant Bishops of Meath, Ossory, Cork, and Limerick, 
whether from a sincere conviction that they could not 
lawfully withhold their obedience even from a tyrant, or 
from a vain hope that the heart even of a tyrant might 
be softened by their patience, made their appearance in 
the :midst of their mortal enemies • 

. • Avaux, May ft. ~::,2:: 1689; May 18.21. From the Memoirs 
London Gazette, May 9.; Life. of of Madame de la Fayette it appears 
James, ii. 870.; Burchett's Naval ~at this paltry affair was correctly: 
Transactions; Commons' Journals, appreciated at Versailles. 



, The House of Commons consisted almost exclusively 
of Irishmen and Papists. With the writs the returning 
officers had received .from Tyrconnelletters naming the 
persons whom ~e wished to see elected. The largest 
constituent bodies in the kingdom were at this time 
very small. For scarcely any but Roman Catholics 
dared to show their faces; and the. Roman Catholic 
freeholders ,were ·.then "very few, not ;more, it is .said, 
in some counties, .than tenor twelve. Even in cities 
so considerable as .Cork, . Limerick, and,.Galway, the 
number of persons .who, under the new Charters, were 
entitled to vote did not exceed ~twenty four. About 
two hundred and' :fifty members took their seats. ,Of 
these only six. were Protestants." The list of the 
names sufficiently indicates the religious and political 
temper of the assembly. Alone among the Irish par
liaments of that age, this parliament 'was :filled with 
Dermotsand Geohagans, O'Neils and O'Donovans, 
Macmahons, Macnamaras,and Macgillicuddies. The 
lead was taken by a few men whose abilities had been 
improved by the study of the law, or by experience 
acquired in foreign countries. The Attorney 'Gene~. 
ral, Sir Richard Nagle, who represented the county of 
'Cork, was allowed, even by .Protestants, to be an acute 
and learned jurist. Francis Plowden, the Commissioner 
of Revenue, who sate for Bannow, and acted aschiel 
minister of. :finance, was an Englishman, and, as he- had 
been a principal agent of the Order of Jesuits in money 
matters, must be supposed to have been an excellent man 
of business.t .. Colonel Henry Luttrell,member fot-the 
county of Carlow, had served long in France, and had 
brought back to' his native-Ireland a sharpened intellect 
and polished ma.nners,a :flattering tongue, some skill in 
war, and much more skill in intrigue. His elder brother, 

• King, iii. 12.; .1\fl-'moirs of 
ireland from the Restoration, .1716. 
Lists of both 'Houses will be found 
in King's Appendb.-:. 

t I fpund proof of Plowden'a 
connection with the Jesuits in a' 
Treasury I.etterbook, June '12;' 
1689. 
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Colonel Simon Luttrell, who was member for the 
county of Dublin, and military governor of the capital, 
had also resided in France, and, though inferior to 
Henry in parts and activity, made a highly distin
guished figure among the adherents of James. The 
other member for the county of Dublin was Colonel 
Patrick Sarsfield. This gallant officer was regarded by 
the natives as one of themselves : for his ancestors on 
the paternal side, though originally English, were among 
those early colonists who were proverbially said to have 
become more Irish than Irishmen. His mother was 
of noble Celtic blood; and he was firmly attached to the 
old religion. He had inherited an estate of about two 
thousand a year; and was therefore one of the wealthiest 
Roman Catholics in the kingdom. His knowledge of 
courts and camps was such as few of his countrymen 
possessed. He had long borne a commission in the Eng
lish Life Guards, had lived much about Whitehall, and 
had fought bravely under Monmouth on the Continent, 
and against Monmouth at Sedgemoor. He had, Avaux 
wrote, more personal influence than any man in Ireland, 
and was indeed a gentleman of eminent merit, brave, 
upright, honourable, careful of his men in quarters, and 
certain to be always found at their head in the day of 
battle. His intrepidity, his frankness, his boundless good 
nature, his stature, which far exceeded that of ordinary 
men, and the strength which he exerted in personal 
conflict, gained for him the affectionate admiration of -
the populace. It is remarkable that the Englishry ge
nerally respected him as a valiant, skilful, and generous 
enemy, and that, even in the most ribald farces which 
were performed by mountebanks in Smithfield, he was 
always excepted from the disgraceful imputations which 
it was then the fashion to throw on the Irish nation.· 

• rr Sarsfield," Avaux wrote. to Galloway" (Galmoy, I suppose)" ny 
Louvois, Oct. H. 168g, rr n'est pas de Makarty: mais c'est un genti!
un homme de la naissance de mylord bomme distingue par son merite. 
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But men like these were rare in the Honse .Q£ 
Commons which had met at Dublin. It is no reproach 
to the Irish nation, a nation which has since furnished 
its full proportion of eloquent and accomplished sena
tors, to say that, of all the parliaments which have met 
in the British islands, Barebone's parliament not eX4 

cepted, the assembly convoked by James was the most 
deficient in all the qualities which a legislature should 
possess. The stern domination of a hostile. caste had 
blighted the faculties of the Irish gentleman. If he 
was so fortunate as to have lands, he had generally 
passed his life on them, shooting, fishing, carousing, 
and making love among his vassals. If his estate had 
been confiscated, he had wandered about from baW'n to 
bawn and from cabin to cabin, levying small contribu~' 
tions, and living at the expense of other men:. He had 
never sate in the House of Commons : he had never 
even taken an active part at an election ~ he had never 
been a magistrate : scarcely ever had he heen on a 
grand jury. He had therefore absolutely no :experi .. 
ence of public affairs. The English squire of that age, 
though assuredly not a very profoUnd or enlightened 
politician, was a statesman and a. philosopher when 
compared with the Roman Catholic squire of Munster 
or Connaught. . . 

The Parliaments of Ireland had then no fixed place 
of assembling. Indeed they met so seldom and broke 
up so speedily that it would hardly have been worth
while to build and furnish a palace for their special use, 
It was not till the Hanoverian dynasty had been long 
on the throne, that a senate house which sustains' a. 
comparison.with the finest compositions of Inigo Jones. 

qui a plus de credit d.ans ce royaume qui en aura grand. 6Oin:~ Leslie, in 
qu'aucun homme que je connoisse. hisAnswertoKing,saysthatthI.'Irish. 
11 a de la valeur, mais BUrtout de Protestants did justice to Sarsfield's. 
l'honneur et de 1a probite a toute. integrity and honour. Indeed jus
epreuve • • • homme qui ~ra tice is done to Sarsfield even in such 
toujours a ·11 tete de BeS troupes. d scurrilous pieces as the Royal FlighL. 
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arose in· College Green. On the spot where the portico 
and dome of the Four Courts now overlook the Liffey, 
stood, in the seventeenth century, an ancient building 
which had once been a convent of Dominican friars, 
but had since the Reformation been appropriated to the 
use of the legal profession, and bore the name of the 
King's Inns. There accommodation had been provided 
for the parliament. On the seventh of May, James, 
dressed in royal robes and wearing a crown, took his 
seat on the throne in the House of Lords, and ordered 
the Commons to be summoned to the bar.'-

He then expressed his gratitude to the natives of 
Ireland for having adhered to his cause when the people 
of his other kingdoms had deserted him. His resolu
tion to abolish all religious disabilities in all hig. domi
nions he declared to be unalterable. He invited the 
houses to take the Act of Settlement into consideration, 
and to redress the injuries of which the old proprietors 
of the soil had reason to complain. He concluded by 
acknowledging in warm terms his obligations to the 
King of France. t 

When the royal speech. ha.d been pronounced, the 
Chancellor directed the Commons to repair to their 
chamber and to elect a Speak.er~ They chose the At
torney General Nagle; and the choice was approved by 
the King.! . . . 

The Commons next passed resolutions expressing 
wa:rm gratitude both to James and to Lewis. Indeed 
it was proposed to send a deputation with an address to 
Avaux; but the Speaker pointed out the gross impro
priety of such a step; and, on this occasion, his interfe
reJ;lce was successful. § It was seldom however that the 

. • Journal of the Parliament in 
Ireland, 1689. The reader must 

'not imagine that this journal has 
an official character. It is merely 
a compilation made by a Protestant 

pamphleteer and printed in London • 
t Life of James, ii. 855. 
;J: Journal of the Parliament in 

Ireland; . 

§. Avaux. ~:e':: 1689- . 
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House was disposed to listen to reason. The debates were 
all rant and. tumult. Judge Daly, a. Roman Catholic, but 
an honest and able man, could not refrain from lament
ing the indecency and folly with which the members of 
his Church carried on the work of legislation.. Those 

. gentlemen, he said, were not a. Parliament: they were a 
mere rabble: they resembled nothing so much as the 
. mob of fishermen and market gardeners, who, at Naples, 
yelled and threw uptheir caps in honour of Massaniello. 
It was painful to hear member after member talking 
wild nonsense about his own losses, and clamouring for 
an estate, when the lives of all and the independence 
of their common country. were in peril. These words 
were spoken in· private ; but some talebearer repeated 
-them to the Commons. A violent storm broke forth. 
Daly was ordered to attend at the bar; and there was 
little doubt that he would be severely dealt with. But, 
just when he was at the door, one of the members 
rushed in, shouting, "Good news : Londonderry is 
taken." The whole House rose. All the hats were 
flung into the air. Three loud huzzas were raised; 
Every heart was softened by the happy tidings. N 0-

body would hear of punishment at such a moment. 
The order for Daly's attendance was discharged amidst 
cries of "No. submission; no submission; we pardon 
him." In a feW' hours it was known that Londonderry 
held out as obstinately as ever. This transaction, in 
itself unimportant, deserves to be recorded, as showipg 
how destitute that House of Commons wa$ of the qua
lities which ought to be found in the great council of 
a kingdom. And this' assembly, without 'experience, 
without gravity, and without temper, was now to legis
late on question~ which would have tasked to the utmost 
the capacity of the greatest statesmen.*' 

• A True Account or tbe PreSent 1689; 'Letter·fromDubiin, dated 
State of Ireland, by a Person that June HI. 1689; Journal of the 
with Great Difficulty left Dublin, Parliament in lieland. 
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One Act James induced them to pass which would 
have been most honourable to him and to them, if there 
were not abundant proofs that it was meant to be a dead 
letter. It w~s an Act purporting to grant entire liberty 
of conscience to all Christian sects. On this occasion a 
pro~lamation was put forth announcing in boastful lan
guage to the. English people. that their rightful King 
had now signally refuted those slanderers who had ac
cused him of affecting zeal for religious liberty merely 
ill order to serve a turn. If he were at heart inclined 
,to persecution, would he not have persecuted the Irish 
Protestants? He did not want power. He did not 
want provocation. Yet at Dublin, where the members 
of his Church were the majority, as at Westminster, 
where tlLcy were a minority, he had firmly adhered to 
the principles laid down in his much maligned Declara
tion of Indulgence.'" Unfortunately for him, the same 
wind which carried his. fair professions to England car
ried thither also e'V'idence that his professions were in
sincere. A s~gle law, worthy of Turgot or of Franklin, 
seemed ludicrously out of place in the midst of a crowd 
~f laws which would have disgraced Gardiner or Alva. 

A necessary preliminary to the vast work of spolia
tion and slaughter on which the legislators of Dublin 
were bent, was an Act annulling the authority which the 
English Parliament, both as the· supreme legislature and 
as the supreme Court of Appeal, had hitherto exercised 
over Ireland. t This Act was rapidly passed; and then 
followed, in quick succession, confiscations and proscrip
tions on a gigantic scale. The personal estates of ab
sentees above the age of seventeen years were transferred 

• Life of James, ii. 361, 362, 
868.. In the Life it is said that the 
proclamation was put forth without 
the privity of James, but that he 

, subsequently approved of it. See 
'Welwood's Answer to the Declara
tion, 1689. ' 

t Light to the· Blind; An Act 
declaring that the Parliament of 
England cannot bind Ireland against 
Writs of Error and Appeals, printed 
in London, 1690. 
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to the King. When lay propertyw:as thus invaded, it 
was not likely that the endowments which had been, in 
contravention of every sound principle, lavished on the 
Church of the minority would be spared. To reduce those 
endowments, without prejudice to existing interests, 
would have been a reform worthy of a good prince and 
of a good parliament. But no such reform would satisfy 
the vindictive bigots who sate at the King's Inns. By 
one sweeping Act, the greater part of the tithe was 
transferred from the Protestant to the Roman Catholic 
-clergy; and the existing incumbents were left, without 
one farthing of compensation, to die of hunger." A 
Bill repealing the Act of Settlement and transferring 
many thousands of square miles from Saxon to Celtic 
landlords was brought in and carried by acclamation. t 

Of legislation such as this it is impossible to speak: 
too severely: but for the legislators there are excuses 
which it is the duty of the historiap. to notice. They 
acted unmercifully, unjustly, unwisely. But it would 
be absurd to expect mercy, justice, or wisdom from a. 
class of men first abased by many years of oppression, 
and then maddened by the joy of a sudden deliverance, 
and armed with irresistible power. The representatives 
of the Irish nation were,' with few exceptions, rude and 
ignorant. They had 'lived' ill a state of constant irri· 
tation. With aristocratical sentiments they had' been 
in a servile position. With the highest pride of blood, 
they had been exposed to daily affronts, such as might 
well have roused the choler of the humblest plebeian. 
In sight of the fields and castles which they regarded 
as their own, they had been glad to be invited by a 
peasant to partake of his whey and his potatoes. Those 
violent emotions of hatred and cupidity ·which the 

• An Act concerning Appropriate 
Tythes and other Duties payable to 
Ecclesiastical Dignitaries. London, 
1690. 

t An Act for repealing the Acts 

of Settlement and Explanation, and 
all Granta, Patents, and Certificates 
pursuant to them or any of them; 
London, 1690. 
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situation of the native gentleman could scarcely fail 
to call forth appeared to him under the specious guise 
of patriotism and piety. For his enemies were the 
enemies of his nation; and the same tyranny which 
had robbed him of his patrimony had robbed his Church 
of vast wealth bestowed on her by the devotion of an 
earlier age. How was power likely to be used by an 
uneducated and inexperienced man, agitated by strong 
desires and resentments which he mistook for sacred 
duties? And, when two or three hundred such men 
were brought together in one assembly, what was to be 
e~ected but that the passions which each had long 
nursed in silence would be -at once matured into fearful 
vigour by the in:fluence of sympathy? 

Between James and his parliament there was little 
in common, except hatred of the Protestant religion. 
He was an Englishman. Superstition had not utterly 
extinguished all national feeling in his mind; and he 
could not but be displeased by the malevolence with 
which his Celtic supporters regarded the race from 
which· he sprang. The range of his intellectual vision 
was small. Yet it was impossible that, having reigned 
in England, and looking constantly forward to the day 
when he should reign in England once more, he should 
not take a wider view of politics than was taken by 
men who had no objects out of Ireland. The.few Irish 
Protestants who still adhered to him, and the British _ 
nobl~s, both Protestant and Roman Catholic, who had 
followed him into exile, implored him to restrain the 
violence of the rapacious and vindictive senate which 
he had convoked. They with peculiar earnestness im
plored him not to consent to the repeal of the Act of 
Settlement~ On what security, they asked, could any 
man invest his money or give a portion to his children, 
it he could not rely on positive laws and on the un
interrupted possession of many years? The military 
adventurers among whom Cromwell portioned out, the 
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soil might perhaps be regarded as wrongdoers. Brit 
how large a part of their estates had passed, by fair 
purchase, into o.ther hands! Ho.w much mo.ney had pro.
prieto.rs bo.rrowed o.n mo.rtgage, o.n statute merchant, 
o.n statute staple! How many capitalists had, trusting 
to. legislative acts and to. ro.yal pro.mises, come o.ver 
from England, and bought land in Ulster and Leinster, 
without the least misgiving as to the title!· What a. 
sum had tho.se capitalists expended, during a. quarter 
o.f a century, in building, draining, inclosing, planting! 
The terms of the compromise' which Charles the Second 
had sanctio.ned might not be in all respects just. But 
was o.ne injustice to be redressed by Co.mmitting another 
injustice mo.re monstrous still? And what effect was 
likely to. be produced in England by the cry o.f thousands 
o.f inno.cent English families whom an English king had 
doomed to. ruin? The complaints o.f such a body of 
sufferers might delay, might prevent, the Restoration to 
which all loyal subjects were eagerly lo.o.king fo.rward.; 
and, even if his Majesty sho.uld;in spite of tho.se co.m, 
plaints. be happily resto.red, he would ,to. the end o.f his 
life feel the pernicio.us effects o.f the injustice which· evil 
advisers were. no.w urgi.ng him to. commit.' He wo.uld 
find that, in trying to. quiet o.ne set o.f malecontents, he 
had created aneither. As surely a~ h~ yielded to· the 
clamour raised at Dublin for a repeal of the' Act of 
Settlement, he wo.uld, from the day o.n which he re
turned to. Westminster, be assailed by as lOud and 
pertinacious a clamo.ur for a repeal o.f that repeal. He 
could no.t but be aware that no. English Parliament~ 
however loyal, wo.uld permit such law-sas were no.w 
passing thro.ugh· the Irish Parliament to. stand. Had 
he made up his mind to. take the part of Ireland' against 
the universal sense of England? If so., to. what could 
he lo.ok forward but another banishment and ano.ther 
depositio.n? Or wo.uld he, when he had' recovered the 
greater kingdo.m, revoke the bo.o.ns by which, in his 
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distress, he had purchased the help of the smaller? . It 
'might seem an insult to him even to suggest that he 
could harbour the thought of such unprincely, of such 
.unmanly, perfidy. Yet what other course would be 
left to him? And was it not better for him to refuse 
'unreasonable concessions now than to retract those 
concessions hereafter in a manner which must bring 
on him reproaches insupportable to a noble mind? 
His situation was doubtless embarrassing. Yet in this 
case, as in other cases, it woUld be found that the path 
,of justice was the path of wisdom.'" 

Though James had, in his speech at the opening of 
the session, declared against the Act of Settlement, he 
felt that these arguments were unanswerable. He held 
;several conferences with the leading members of the 
House of Commons, and earnestly recommended mo
.deration. But his exhortations irritated the passions 
.which he wished to allay. Many of the native gentry 
held high and violent language. It was impudent, they 
said,to talk about the rights of purchasers. How 
could right spring out of wrong? People who chose 
to buy property acquired by injustice must take the 
.consequences of their folly and cupidity. It was clear 
that the Lower House was altogether impracticable. 
James had, fol1r years before, refused to make the 
'smallest concession to the most obsequious parliament 
that has ever sat in England; and it might have been 
expected that the obstinacy, which he had never wanted 
-when it was a vice, would not have failed him now when , 
it would have been a virtue. During a short time he ... 
seemed determined to act justly. He even talked of 
.dissolving the parliament. The chiefs of the old Cel
tic families, on the other hand, said publicly that, if he 
did not give them back their inheritance, they would 

"" See the paper delivered to James Both are in King's Appendix. LiCe 
by Chief Justice Keating, and the of James, ii. 857-361. 
Ipeech of the Bishop of Meath. 
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not fight fot his. llis very soldiers railed oil him in: 
the streets of Dublin. At length he determined to' go 
down himself to the House of Peers, not in his robes 
and croWD, but in the garb in which he had been used 
to attend debates at Westminster, and personally to 
solicit the Lords to put some check on the violence of 
the Commons. But just as he was getting into his coach 
for this purpose he was stopped by A vaux. Avaux 
was as zealous as any Irishman for the bills which the 
Commons were urging forward. It. was enough for 
him that those bills seemed likely to make the enmity 
between England and Ireland irreconcileable. His re
monstrances induced James to abstain from openly 
opposing the repeal of the Act of Settlement. Still the 
1,;lllfortunate prince continued to cherish some faint hopE! 
that the law for which the Commons were so zealous 
would be rejected, or at least modified, by the Peers .. 
Lord. Granard, one of the few Protestant noble:ql.en 'who' 
sate in that parliament, exerted himself strenuously on 
the side of public faith and sound policy. The King 
sent him a message of thanks. "We Protestants," 
said Granard to Powis who brought the message, "are 
few in number. We can do little •. His Majesty should 
try his influence with the Roman, Catholics." " His 
Majesty," answered Powis with an oath, "dares not say 
what he thinks." A feW' days l~tei' J~mes met Granard 
riding towards the parliament house. "Where are 
you going, my Lord ?" said the King. "To enter my 
protest, Sir," answered Granard, "against the repeal of 
the Act of Settlement." " You are right," said the 
King: "but I am fallen into the hands of people who. 
will ram that and much more down my throat." :II: 

James yielded to the will of the C9mmons ; but the 
unfavourable impression which his short and feeble 
resistance had made upon them was not to be removed 

• Leslie's Answer to King; Avaux, 7::.2
:: 1689; Life of James, ii. 858,. 
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by his submission~ They regarded him with profound 
distrust; 'they considered him as at heart an English
man; and not a day passed without some indication of 
this feeliilg. They were in no haste to grant him a 
supply. One party among them planned an address 
urging . him to dismiss Melfort as an enemy of their 
nation. Another party drew up a bill for deposing all 
the Protestant Bishops, even the four who were then 
actually sitting in Parliament. It was not without 
difficulty that Avaux ·and Tyrconnel, whose influence 
in the Lower House far exceeded the King's, could 
restrain the zeal of the majority.· 

It is 'remarkable that, while the· King was losing 
the confidence and good will of the Irish Commons 
by faintly defending· against them, in one quarter, th~ 
institution of property, he was himself, in another 
quarter, attacking that institution with a violence, if 
possible, more reckless than theirs. He soon found 
that no money came into. his Exchequer. The cause 
was sufficiently obvious. Trade was 'at an end. Float
ing capital had been withdrawn in great masses from 
the island. Of the fixed capital much had been dc
stroyed, arid the -rest was lying idle. Thousands of 
those Protestants who were the most industrious and 
intelligent part of the population had emigrated to 
. England. Thousands had taken refuge in the places 
which still held out for William and Mary. Of the 
Roman Catholic peasantry who were in the vigour of 
life the majority had enlisted in the army or had joined 
gangs of plunderers. The poverty of the treasury was 
the necessary effect of the poverty of the country: 
public prosperity could be restored only by the resto
ration 'of private prosperity ; and private prosperity 
could be restored only by years of peace and security 

• A IlfRy 2~, 1689 and~' shown to the Protestant Bi~ho[" vaux" June 7. , July 1. 
The author oC Light to the Blinll who aUhered to James. 
Itrongly condemns the indulgence 
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James was absurd enough to imagine that tliere was 
a more speedy and efficacious remedy. He could, he 
conceived, at once extricate himself from his financial 
difficulties by the simple process 'of calling a farthing 
0. shilling. The right ,of coining" was undoubtedly a 
1l0wer of the prerogative; and, in his view, the right 
of coining included the right, of debasing the coin. 
Pots, pans, knockers of doors, pieces of ordnance 
which had long been past use, we1;'e carried to the mint. 
In a short time lumps of base metal, nominally worth 
near a million sterling, intrinsically worth about a 
sixtieth part of that sum, were in circulation. A 
royal edict declared these pieces to be legal tender in ' 
all cases whatever. A mortgage for a thousand pounds 
1"'as cleared off by a bag of counters made out of old 
kettles. The creditors ,who complained to the Court of 
Chancery were told by Fitton to take the~, money and 
be gone. But of all classes, the tradesmen of Dub~ 

. lin, who were generally Protestants, were the greatest 
losers. At first, of. course, they raised their :demands: 
but the magistrates of the city took on themselves 
to meet this heretical machination by putting forth
a tariff' regulating prices. Any man who belonged to 
the caste now dominant might walk into a shop, lay on 
the counter a bit of brass worth threepence, and carry 
off goods to the value of half a guinea. Legal redress 
was out of the question. Indeed the sufferers thought 
themselves happy if, by the sacrifice of their stock in 
trade, they could redeem their limbs and their lives. 
There was not a baker's shop in the city round which 
twenty or thirty soldiers were not constantly prowli~g. 
Some persons who refused the base money_were arrested 
by troopers and carried before, the Provost Marshal, 
who cursed them, swore at them, locked them up in 
dark cells, and," by threatening to hang them at their 
own doors, soon overcame their resistance. Of all the 
plagues of that time none made a deeper or a roor~ 
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CHAP. lasfing impression on the minds of the Protestants of 
XII. Dublin than the plague of the brass money.... To the 

] 689. recollection of the confusion and misery which had 
been produced by James's coin must be in part ascribed 
the strenuous opposition which, thirty five years later, 
large classes, firmly attached to the House of Hanover, 
offered to the government of George the First in the 
affair of Wood's patent. 

There can be no question that James, in thus alter
ing, by his own authority, the terms of all the contracts 
in the kingdom, assumed a power which belonged only 
to the whole legislature. Yet the Commons did not 
remonstrate. There was no power, however unconsti
tutional, which they were not willing to concede to him" 
as long as he 1;lsed it to crush and plunder the English 
population. On the other hand, they respected no pre
rogative, however ancient, however legitimate~ however 
salutary, if they apprehended that he might use it to 
protect the race which they abhorred. They were not 
satisfied till they had extorted his reluctant consent to 
a portentous law, a law without a parallel in the his-

. tory of civilised countries, the great Act of Attainder. 
The great A list was framed containing between two and three 
!i:d~~.At- thousand names. At the top was half the peerage of 

Ireland. Then came baronets, knights, clergymen, 
squires, merchants, yeomen, artisans, women,· children. 
No investigation was mad!'l. Any member who wished 
to rid himself of a creditor, a rival, a private enemy, 
gave in the name to the clerk at the table, and it was 
generally inserted without discussion. The only debate 
of which any account has come down to us related to 
the Earl of Strafford. He had friends in the House 
who ventured to offer something in his favour. But a 
few words from Simon Luttrell settled tbe question • 
• • King, iii. 11.; Brief Memoirs I have seen several specimens ·of 
by Haynes, Assay Master of the this coiu. The execution is sur
Mint, among the Lansdowne MSS. prisingly good, aU circumstances 
at the British Mllseum. No. 801. considered. -
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"I have," he said, "heard the King say some hard 
things of that lord." This was thought sufficient, and 
the name of Strafford stands fifth in the long table 
of the proscribed." . . 

Days were fixed before which those whose names 
were on the list were required to surrender themselves 
to such justice as was then administered to English 
Protestants in Dublin. H a proscribed person was in 
Ireland, he must surrender himself by the tenth of 
August. H he had left Ireland since the fifth of No .. 
vember 1688, he must surrender himself by the first of 
September. H he had left Ireland l,>efore the fifth of 
November 1688, he must surrender' himself by the first 
of October. H he failed to appear by the appointed 
day, he was to be, hanged, drawn, and quartered with* 
out a trial, and his property was to be confiscated. 
It might be physically impossible for him to deliveJ: 
himself up within the time fixed by the Act. He might 
be bedridden. He might be in the West Indies. He 
might be in prison. Indeed there notoriously were 
such cases. Among the attainted Lords was Mount·, 
joy. He had 'been induced .by the villany of Tyrcon
nel to trust himself at Saint Germains: he had been 
thrown into the Bastile: he was still lying there; .and 
the ,Irish parliament was, not ashamed to enact that, 
unless he' could, within a few weeks, make his escape 
from his cell, and present himself at Dublin, he should 
be put to death. t 

As it was not even pretended that there had been 
any inquiry into the guilt of those who were thus pro
scribed, as not a single one among them had been heard 
in his own defence, and as it was certain that it would 
be physically impossible for many of them to surrender 
th~mselves in time, it was clear that nothing but a large 

• King. iii. 12. Interest Clf loyal Subjects, London 
t An Act for the Attainder of· 1690. 

di vera Rebels and for preserving th~· 
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exercise of the royal prerogative of mercy could pre
vent the 'perpetration of iniquities 80 horrible that no 
precedent could be found for them even in the lament
able history of the troubles of Ireland. . The Com
mons. therefore determined that the royal prerogative 
of mercy should be limited. Several regulations were 
devised for the purpose of making the passing of par
dons difficult and costly: and finally it was enacted 
that every pardon granted by his Majesty, after the end 
of November 1689, to any of the many hundreds of 
persons who had been sentenced to death without a 
trial, should be absolutely void and of none effect. Sir 
Richard Nagle came in state to the bar of the Lords 
and presented the ,bill with a speech worthy of the occa
sion. " Many of the persons here attainted," said he, 
" have been proved traitors by such evidence as satisfies 
us. As to the rest we have followed common fame."· 

With such reckless barbarity was the list framed that 
fanatical royalists, who were, at that very time, hazard
ing .their property, their liberty, their lives, in the cause . 
of James, were not secure from proscription. The most . 
learned man of whom the Jacobite party could boast was 
Henry Dodwell, Camdenian Professor in the University of 
Oxford. In the cause of hereditary monarchy he shrank: 
from no sacrifice and from no danger. It was about 
him that William uttered those memorable words: "He 
has set his heart on being a martyr; and I have set 
mine on disappointing him." But James was more 
cruel to friends than William to foes. Dodwell was a 
Protestant: he had some property in Connaught: these 
crimes were sufficient; and he was set down in the long 
roll of those who were doomed to the gallows and the 
quartering block. t 

• King, iii. 1 S. 
, t His name is in the first column 

of page SO. in that edition of the 
List which was licensed March 26. 
1690. I should bave tbought that 

the proscribed person must have 
been some other Henry Dodwell. 
But Bishop Kennet's second letter 
tO'the Bishop of Carlisle, 1716, 
leaves no doubt about the matter. 
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That James would give his assent to a bill which 
took from him the power of pardoning, seemed to many 
persons impossible. . He had, four years before, quar
relled with the most loyal of parliaments rather than 
cede' a. prerogative which did not belong to him. It 
might, therefore, well be expected that he would now 
have struggled hard to retain a precious prerogative 
which had been enjoyed by his predecessors ever since 
the origin of the monarchy, and which had never been 
questioned by the Whigs. The stern look and 'raised 
voice with which he ha.d reprimanded the Tory gentle
men, who, in the language of profound reverence and 
fervent affection, implored him not tQ dispense with the 
laws, would now have. bee~ in place. He might also 
have seen that the right course was the wise course. 
Had he, . on this great . occasion, had the spirit to 
declare that he would not shed the blood of the inno
cent, and that, even as respected the guilty, he would 
riot divest himself of the power of tempering judg
ment with mercy, he would have' regained more hearts 
in England than he would have lost in Ireland. But 
it was ever his fate to resist where he should have 
yielded, and to yield where he should have resisted. 
The most wicked of all laws received his sanction; and 
it is but a very small extenuation of his guilt that his 
sanction was somewhat reluctantly given. 

That nothing might be wanting to the completeness 
of this great crime, extreme care was taken to prevent 
the persons who were attainted' from knowing that they 
were attainted, till the day of grace fixed in the Act 
was passed. The roll of names was not published, but 
kept carefully locked up in Fitton's closet. Some Pto
testants, who still adhered to the cause of James, but 
who were anxious to know whether any of their friends 
or relations had been proscribed, tried hard to . obtain a 
sight of the list ; but solicitation, remonstrance, even 
bribery, proved vain. Not Ii. single copy got abroad till 
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CHAP. it was too"late for any of the thousands who had been 
. XII. condemned without a trial to obtain a pardon .... 
1689. . Towards the clQse of July James prorogued the 

::;~~ ti:- Houses. They had sate more than ten weeks; and in 
parliament. that space of time they had proved most fully that, great 

as have been the evils which Protestant ascendency has 
produced in Ireland, the evils produced by Popish as
cendency would have been greater still. That the 
colonists, when they had won the victory, grossly abused 
it, that their legislation was, during many years, unjust 
and tyrannical, is most true. But it is not less true 
that they never qui~e came up to the atrocious example 
set by their vanq~ished enemy during his short tenure 
of power. " 

Persecu- " Indeed, while James was loudly boasting that he had 
~~t~:~~~s passed an Act granting entire liberty of conscience to 
in Ireland. .all sects, a persecution as cruel as that of Languedoc 

was raging through all the provinces which owned his 
authority. It was said by those who wished to find an 
excuse for him that almost all the Protestants who still 
remained in Munster, Connaught, and Leinster were 
his enemies, and that it was not as schismatics, but as 
rebels in heart, who wanted only opportunity to become 
rebels in act, that he gave them up to be oppressed and 
despoiled; and to this excuse some weight might have 
been allowed if he had strenuously exerted himself to 
protect those few colonists, who, though firmly attached 
to the reformed religion, were still true to the doctrines 
of nonresistance and of indefeasible hereditary right. 
But even these devoted royalists found that their heresy 
was in his view a crime for which no services or sacri
fi<ies would atone. Three or four noblemen, members 

• A list of most of the Names of in Dublin, attainted of High Trea
theNobility,Gentry,andCommonalty son, 1690; An Account of the 
of England and Ireland (amongst Transactions of the late King James 
whom are several Women and Chilo in Ireland, 1690; King, iii. 13.; 
tlren) who are aU, by an Act of Memoirs of Ireland, 1716. 
II Pretended Parliament assembled. 
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of the Anglican Church, who had welcomed him. to lre~ 
land, and had sate in his Parliament, represented to 
him that, if the rule which forbade any Protestant to 
possess any weapon were strictly enforced, their country 
houses would be at the mercy of the Rapparees, and 
obtained from him permission to keep arms sufficient 
for a few servants. But Avaux remonstrated. The 
indulgence, he said, was grossly abused: these. Protes
tant lords were not to be trusted: they were turning 
their houses into fortresses: his Majesty would soon 
have reason to repent his goodness. These represent~ 
ations prevailed; and Roman Catholic troops were 
quartered in the suspected dwellings.~ . 

Still harder was the lot of those Protestant clergymen 
who continued to cling, with desperate fidelity, to the 
cause of the Lord's A.nointed. Of all the Anglican di· 
vines the one who had the largest share of James's good 
graces seems to have been Cartwright~ Whether Cart
wright could long have continued to be a favourite 
without being an apostate may be doubted. He die4 
a few weeks after his arrival in Ireland; and thencea 

forward his church had no one to plead her 'cause. 
Nevertheless a few of her prelates and priests continued 
for a time to teach what they had taught in the days of 
the Exclusion Bill. But it was at the peril of life Of 
limb that they exercised their functions. Every wearer 
of a cassock was a mark for the insults and outrages of 
soldiers and Rapparees. In the country his house was 
robbed, and he was fortunate if it was not burned over 
his head. He was hunted through the streets of Dub~ 
lin with cries of "There goes the devil of a heretic." 
Sometimes he was knocked down: sometimes he waS 
cudgelled. t The rulers of the University of Dublin, 
trained in the Anglican doctrine of passive obedience, 
had greeted James on his first arrival at the Castle, and 

• A . July'l7. 1689. 
vaUK, Aug. 6. t King's State of the Protestants iu 

Ireland, iii. 19. 
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had been assured by him· that he would protect them in 
the enjoyment of their property and their privileges. 
They were now, without any trial, without any accusa~ 
tion, thrust out of their house. The communion plate of 
the chapel, the books in the library, the very chairs and 
beds of the collegians were seized. Part of the building 
was turned into a magazine, part into a barrack, part 
into a"prison. Simon Luttrell, who was Governor of the 
capital, was, with great difficulty and by powerful in~ 
tercession, induced to let the ejected fellows and scholars 
depart in safety~ He at length permitted them to re
main at large, with this condition, that, on pain of death, 
no three of them should meet together.*' . No Protes
tant divine suffered more hardships than Doctor William 
King, Dean of Saint Patrick's. He had been long distin
guished by the fervour with which he had inculcated 
the duty of passively obeying even the worst rulers; 
At a later period, when he had published a defence of 
the Reyolution, and had accepted a mitre from the new 
government, he was reminded that he had invoked the 
divine vengeance on the usurpers, and had declared 
himself willing to die a. hundred deaths rather than 
desert the cause of hereditary right. He had said 
that the true religion had often been strengthened by 
persecution, but could never be strengthened by rebel
lion; that it would be a glorious day for the Church of 
England when a whole ~artload of her ministers should 
go to the gallows for the doctrine of nonresistance; and 
that his highest ambition was to be one of such a com
pany.t It is not improbable that, when. he spoke thus, 
he felt as he spoke. But his principles, though they 
might perhaps have held out against the severities and 
the promises of William, were not proof against the in
gratitude of. James. Human nature at last asserted 

. its rights. After King had been repeatedly imprisoned 
by the government to which he was devotedly attached, 

• King's State of the Protestants t Leslie's Answer to King. 
in Ireland, iii. 15. 
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after he had been insulted and threatened in biSOwD. -cHAP. 
XIL choir by the soldiers, after he had been interdicted 

from burying in his own churchyard, and from preach.. 1689. 

ing in his own pulpit, after he had narrowly escaped 
with life from a. musketshot :fired at him in the street, 
he began to think the Whig theory of government less 
unreasonable and unchristian than it had once appeared 
to him, and persuaded himself that the oppressed 
Church might lawfully accept deliverance, if God should 
be pleased, by whatever means, to send it to her. 

In no long time it appeared that James would have Effect .pro

done well to hearken to those counsellors who had told ~~~f~:b1 
him that the acts by which he was trying t6 make him. :: D'i;8_ 
self popular in one of his three kingdoms, would make lan~ e 

him odious in the others. It was in some sense fortunate 
for England that, after he had ceased to reign here, he 
continued during more than a year t() reign in Irelan<L 
The Revolution had been followed by a reaction. of 
public feeling in his favour. -That reaction, if it had been 
suffered to proceed uninterrupted, might perhaps not 
have ceased till he was again King: but it was violently 
interrupted by himself. He would not suffer his people 
to forget: he would not suffer them to hope: while 
they were trying to :find excuses for his past errors, 
and to persuade themselves that he would not repeat 
these errors, he forced upon them, in their own despite, 
the conviction that he was incorrigible, that the sharpest 
discipline of adversity had taught him nothing, and 
that, if they were weak enough to recall him, they would 
soon have to depose him again. It was in vain that 
the Jacobites put forth pamphlets about the cruelty 
with which he had been treated by those who were 
nearest to him in blood, about the imperious temper 
and uncourteous manners of William, about the favour 
shown to the Dutch, about the heavy taxes, ab~ut th~ 
suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act, about the dan-
gers which threatened the Church from the enmity of 
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Puritans and Latitudinarians. James refuted these 
pamphlets far more effectually than all the ablest and 

. most eloquent Whig writers united could have done. 
Every week came the news that he had passed some 
new Act for robbing or murdering Protestants. Every 
colonist who succeeded in ste~ling across the sea from 
Leinster to Holyhead or Bristol, brought fearful reports 
of the tyranny under which his brethren groaned. 
What impression these reports made on the Protestants 
of our island may be easily inferred from the fact that 
they moved the indignation of Ronquillo, a Spaniard 
and a bigoted member of the Church of Rome. He in
formed his Court that, though the English laws against 
Popery might seem severe, they were so much mitigated 
by the prudence and humanity of the Government, that 
they caused no annoyance to quiet people; and he took 
upon himself to assure the Holy See that what a Ro
man Catholic suffered in London was nothing when 
compared With what a Protestant suffered in Ireland.· 

The fugitive Englishry found in England warm sym
pathy and munificent relief. Many were received into 
the houses of friends and kinsmen. Many were in
debtedfor the means of subsistence to the liberality of 
strangers. Among those who bore a part iIl this work 
of mercy, none contributed more largely or less osten
tatiously than the Queen. The House of Commons 
placed at the King's disposal fifteen thousand pounds for -
the relief of those refugees whose wants were most press
ing, and requested him to give commissions in the army 
to those who were qualified for military employment. t 
An Act was also passed enabling beneficed clergymen 
who had fied from Ireland to hold preferment in Eng
land.t Yet the interest which the nation felt in these 

• .. En com para zion de 10 que se 
Jlace in Irlanda con los Protestantes, 

es nads." April 29. 1689' "Para que 
May 9. ' 

vea Su Santitad que aqui ealan los 
Catolicos mas benignamente tratados 

que loa Protestantes in Irlands." 
June a. 

t Commons' Journals, .Junc 15. 
1689. 

:t: Stat. 1 W. & M. sess. 1. c. 29~ 
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unfortunate guests was languid when compared with 
the interest excited by that portion of the Saxon colony 
which still maintained in Ulster a desperate conflict 
against overwhelming odds. On this subject scarcely 
one dissentient voice was to be heard in our island. 
Whigs, Tories, nay even those Jacohites in whom Jaco
bitism had not extinguished every patriotic sent~ent, 
gloried in the glory of Enniskillen .and Londonderry. 
The House of Commons was all of one mindr " This 
is no time to be counting cost," said honest Birch, 
who well remembered the way in which Oliver had 
made war on the Irish. " .Axe those brave fellows in 
Londonderry to be deserted? If we lose them will 
pot all the world cry shame upon us? A boom across 
the .river ! Why have we not cut the boom in pieces? 
.Axe our brethren to perish almost in sight of Eng
land, within a few hours' voyage of our shores?":t 
Howe, the most vehement man of one party, declared 
that the hearts of the people were set on Ireland. 
Seymour, the leader of the other party, declared that, 
though he had not taken part in setting lip the new 
government, he should cordially support it in all that 
might .be necessary for the preservation of Ireland. t 
The Commons appointed a. committee to enquire into 
the cause of the delays and miscarriages which had 
been all but fatal to the Englishry of Ulster. . The offi~ 
cers to whose treachery or cowardice the public ascribed 
the calamities of Londonderry were put under arrest. 
Lundy was sent .to the Tower, Cunningham to the Gate 
House. The agitation of the public mind was in some 
degree calmed by the announcement that, before the end 
of the summer, an army powerful enough to· reestablish 
the English ascendency in Ireland would be sent across 
Saint George's Channel, and that Schomberg would be 
the General. In the meantime an expedition which 

• Grey's Debates, June 19. 1689. t Ibid. June 22. 1689,· 
VOL. Ill. "Q 
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was thought to be sufficient for the relief of :J.ondonderry 
was despatched from Liverpool under the command of 
Kirke. The dogged obstinacy with which this man had, 
in spite of royal' solicitations, adhered, to his religion, 
and the part which he had taken ill the Revolution, had' 
-perhaps entitled him to an amnesty for past ·crimes. 
But it is difficult to understand why t~e Government 
should' have selected for a post of the highest importance 
an officer who was generally and justly hated, who had 
never shown eminent talents for war, and who, both 
in Mrica and in England, had notoriously tolerated 
among his soldiers a licentiousness, not only shocking to 
humanity, but also incompatible with discipline. 

Actions of On the sixteenth of May, Kirke's troops embarked: 
the Ennis-
killeners. on the twenty second they sailed: but contrary winds 

made the passage slow, and forced the armament to 
stop long at the Isle of Man. Meanwhile the Protes· 
tants of Ulster were defending themselves with stubborn 
courage against a great superiority of force. The En
niskilleners had never ceased to wage a vigorons partisan 
war against the native population. Early in May they 
marched to encounter a large body of troops from Con
naught, who had madt\ an inroad into Donegal. The 
Irish were speedily routed, and fled to Sligo with the 
loss of a hundred and, twenty men killed and sixty 
taken. Two small pieces of artillery and several horses 
fell into the hands of the conquerors. Elated by this 
success, the Enniskilleners soon invaded the county of 
Cavan, drove before them fifteen hundred of James's 
troops, took and destroyed the castle of Ballincarrig, 
reputed the strongest in that part of the kingdom, and 
carried off the pikes and muskets of the garrison. The 
next incursion was into Meath. Three thousand oxen 
and two thousand sheep were swept away and brought 
safe to the little island in Lough Erne. These daring 
exploits spread terror even to the gates of Dublin. 
Colonel Hugh Sutherland was ordered to march against 
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Enniskillen with a regiment of dragoons and two regi-· CHAP. 

ments of foot. He carried with him arms for the native XII. 

peasantry; and many repaired to his standard. The 1689, 

Enniskilleners did not wait till he came into their 
neighbourhood, 'Out advanced to encounter him. He 
declined an action, and retreated, leaving his stores, at 
Be1turbet under the care of a detachment of three hun-
dred soldiers, The Protestants attacked Belturbe't with 
vigour, made their way into a lofty house which over-

. look~d the town, and thence opened, such a fire that in 
two hours the garrison surrendered. Seven hundred 
muskets, a great quantity of powder, many horses, 
many sacks of biscuits, many barrels of meal, were 
taken, and were sent to Enniskillen. The boats which 
brought these precious spoils were joyfully welcomed. 
The f~ar of hunger was removed. While the aboriginal 
popUlation had, in many counties, altogether neglected 
the cUltivation of the earth, in the expectation, it shoUld 
seem, that marauding would prove an inexhaustible re
source, the colonists, true to the provident and indus
trious character of their race, had, in the midst of war, 
not omitted carefully to till the soil in the neighbour
hood of their strongholds. Th~ harvest was now not 
far remote; and, till' the harvest, the food taken from 
the enemy woUld be amply su;fficient." 

Yet, in the midst of success and plenty, the E,nnis- Distr~ss 1'1 

kill d b 1 · fi L d London-eners were torture y a crue aDXlety or on on-' der.,.. 

derry. They were bound to the defenders'of that city, 
not only by religious and national sympathy, but by 
common interest. For there coUld be no doubt that, if 
Londonderry fell, the whole Irish army woUld instantly 
march in irresistible force upon Lough Erne, Yet 
what coUld be done? Some brave men were for making 

• Hamilton's True Relation j 

Mac Cormick's Further Account. 
Oftbe island generally, Avaux says, 
"On n'attend rien de "cette recolte 

cy, les paysans ayant presque toUI, 
pris lea armes." -.Letter to Louvoi .. 
March t;-. 1689. 

Q! 
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a desperate attempt to relieve the besieged city; but 
the. odds were too great. Detachments however were 
sent which infested the rear of the blockading army, 
cut off supplies, and, on one occasion, carried away the 
horses of three entire troops't>f cavalry.... Still the line 
of posts which surrounded Londonderry by land re
mained unbroken. The river was still strictly closed 
and guarded. Within the walls the distress had become 
extreme. So early as the eighth of June horseflesh 
was almost the only meat which could be purchased; 
and of horseflesh the supply was scanty. It was neces
sary to make up the deficiency with tallow; and even 
tallow was doled out with a parsimonious hand. 

On the fifteenth of June a gleam of hope appeared. 
The sentinels on the top of the Cathedral saw sails nine 
miles off in the bay of Lough Foyle. Thirty vessels of 
different sizes were counted. Signals were made from 
the steeples and returned from the mast heads, but were 
imperfectly understood on both sides. At last a mes
senger from the fleet eluded the .Irish sentinels, dived 
under the boom, and informed the garrison that Kirke 
had arrived from England with troops, arms, ammuni
tion, and provisions, to relieve the city.t 

In Londonderry expectation was at the height: but 
a few hours of feverish joy were followed by weeks of 
misery. Kirke thought-it unsafe to make any attempt, 
either by land or by water, on the lines of the besiegers, 
and retired to the entrance of Lough Foyle, where, 
during several weeks, he lay inactive. 

And now the pressure of famine became every day 
more severe. A strict search was made in all the recesses 
of all the houses of the city; and some provisions, which' 
had been concealed in cellars by people who had since 
died or made their escape, were discovered and carried 
to the magazines~ The stock of cannon balls was almost 

• Hamilton's True Relation. t Walker. 
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exhausted; and their place was supplied by brickbats CHAP. 

coated with lead. Pestilence began, as usual, to make XII. 

its appearance in the train of hUnger. Fifteen officers 1689. 

died of fever in one day" The Governor Baker was 
among those who sank under the disease. His place 
was supplied by Colonel ;Tohn Mitchelburne .... 

Meanwhile it was known at Dublin that Kirke and 
his squadron were on the coast of mster. The alarm 
was great at the Castle. Even before this news arrived, 
Avaux had given it as his opinion that Richard Hamil
ton was unequal to the difficulties of the situation. It 
had therefore been resolved that Rosen should take the 
chief command. He was now sent down with all speed. t 

On the nineteenth of June he arrived at the head Cruelty of 

quarters of the besieging army. At first he attempted Rosen. 

to undermine the walls; but his plan was discovered; 
and he was compelled to abandon it after a; sharp fight, 
in which more than a hundred of his men were slain. 
Then his fury rose to a strange pitch. He, an old 
soldier, a Marshal of France in expectancy, trained in 
the school of the greatest generals, accustomed, during 
many years, to scientific war, to be bafHed by a mob of 
country gentlemen, farmers, shopkeepers, who were pro-
tected only by a wall which any good engineer would 
at once have pronounced untenable! He raved, he 
blasphemed, in a language of his own, made up of all 
the dialects spoken from the Baltic to the Atlantic. 
He would raze the city to the ground: he would spare 
no living thing; no, not the young girls; not the babies. 
at the breast. 'As to the leaders, death was too light 
a punishment for them: he would. rack them: he 
would roast them alive. In his rage he ordered a shell 
to be :flung into the town with a letter containing a hor .. 
rible menace. He would, he said, gather into one body 
all the Protestants who had remained at their home$ 
between Charlemont and the sea, old men, women, 

... W' alker; Mackenzie. t Avaux, June ii. 1689. 
Q 3 
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children, many of them near in blood and affectIOn to 
the defenders of Londonderry. No protection, what
ever might be the authority by which it had been given, 
should be respected. The multitude thus brought to-. 
gether should be driven under the' walls of Lon<;londerry, 
and should there be starved to death in the sight of 
their countrymen, their friends, their kinsmen. This 
was no idle threat. Parties were instantly sent out in 
all directions to collect victims. At dawn, on the morn
ing of the second of July, hundreds of Protestants, 
who were charged with no crime, who were incapable 
of bearing arms, and many of whom had protections 
granted. by James, were dragged to the gates of the 
city. It was imagined that the piteous sight would 
quell the spirit of the colonists. But the only effect 
was to rouse that spirit to still greater energy. An 
Qrder was immediately put forth that no man should 
utter the word Surrender on pain of death; and no man 
uttered that word. Several prisoners of high rank were 
in the town. Hitherto they had been well treated,and 
had received as good rations as were measured out to the 
garrison. They were now closely confined. A gallows 
was erected on one of the bastions; and a message was 
conveyed to Rosen, requesting him to send: a confessor 
instantly to prepare his friends for death. The prisoners 
in great dismay wrote to the savage Livonian, but re
ceived no answer. They then addressed themselves to -
their countryman, Richard Hamilton. They were will, 
ing, they said, to shed their blood for their King; but 
they thought it hard to die the ignominious death of 
thieves in consequence of the barbarity of their own 
companions in arms. Hamilton, though a man of lax 
principles, was not cruel. He had been disgusted by 
the inhumanity of Rosen, but, being only second in com-

. mand, could not venture to express publicly all that he 
thought. Hehowever remonstrated strongly. Some Irish 
officers felt on this occasion as it was natural that brave 
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men should feel, and declared, weeping with pity aild 
indignation, that they should never cease to have in their 
ears the cries of the poor. women and children who had 
been driven at the point of the pike to die of famine 
between the camp and the city. Rosen persisted during 
forty eight hours. In that time many unhappy crea
tures perished: but Londonderry held out as resolutely 
as ever; and he saw that his crime was likely to pro
duce nothing but hatred and obloquy. He at length' 
gave way, and suffered the survivors to withdraw. The 
garrison then took down the gallows which had been 
erected on the bastion.· 

When the tidings of these events reached Dublin, 
James, though by no means prone to compassion, was 
startled by an atrocity of which the civil wars of 
England had furnished no example, and was displeased 
by learning that protections, given by his authority, 
and guaranteed by his honour, had been publicly de
clared to be nullities. He complained to the French 
ambassador, and said, with a warmth which the occasion 
fully justified, that Rosen was a barbarous Muscovite. 
Melfort could not refrain from adding that, if Rosen· 
had been an Englishman, he would have .been hanged. 
A vaux: was utterly unable to understand this effemi
nate sensibility. In his. opinion, nothmg had been 
done that was at all reprehensible; and he had some 
difficulty in commanding himself when he heard the 
King and the secretary blame, in strong . language, an 
act of wholesome" severity.t In truth the French 
ambassador and the French general were well paired. 
There was a great difference doubtless, in appearance 
and manner, between the handsome, graceful, and 

• WaIker; Mackenzie; Light 
to the Blind; King, iii. 13.; 
Leslie's Answer to King; Life of 
James, ii. 366. I ought to say 
that on this occasion King is unjnst 
to James. 

t Leslie's A nswer to King; A nux, 
July !]r'·1689. "Je trouvay rex
pression bien forte: mais je ne vou
lois rien rppondre, car Ie Roy s'estoit 
desja fort emparte." 
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CHAP. refined diplomatist, whose dexterity and suavity had 
XIL been renowned at the most polite courts of Europe, 

01689.· and the military adventurer, whose look and voice 
reminded all who came near him that he had been 
born in a half savage country, that he had risen from 
the ranks, and that he had once been sentenced to 
death for marauding. But the heart of the courtier 
was really even more callous than that of the soldier. 

Rosen.was recalled to Dublin; and Richard Hamil
ton was again left in the chief command. He tried 
gentler means than those which had brought so much 
reproach on his predecessor. No trick, no lie, which 
was thought likely to discourage the starving garrison 
was spared. One day a great shout was raised by the 
whole Irish camp. The defenders of Londonderry were 
soon informed that the army of James was rejoicing on 
account of the fall of Enniskillen. They were told that 
they had now no chance of being relieved, and were ex
horted to save their lives by capitulating. They con
sented to negotiate. But what they asked was, that 
they should be permitted to depart armed and in mili
tary array, by land or by water at their choice. They 
demanded hostages for the exact fulfilment of these 
conditions, and insisted that the hostages should be sent 
on board of the fleet which lay in Lough Foyle. Such 
terms Hamilton durst not grant: the Governors would 
abate nothing: the treaty was broken off; and the con
flict recommenced." 

:rbefamine By this time July was far advanced; and the 
In London- f h' h b h b . derry ex- state 0 t e CIty was, our your, ecomrng more 
treme. frightful. 0 The number of the inhabitants had been 

thinned more by famine and disease than by the fire 
of the enemy. Yet that fire was sharper and more 
constant than ever. One of the gates was beaten 

. in: one of the bastions was laid in ruins; but the 
breaches made by day were repaired by night with 

• Mackenzie. 
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indefatigable activity. Every attack was still repelled. 
But the fighting men of the garrison were so much 
exhausted that they could scarcely keep their legs. 
Several of them, in the act of striking at the enemy, fell 
down from mere weakness. A very smaIl quantity of 
grain remained, and was doled out by mouthfuls. The 
stock of salted hides was considerable, and by gnawing 
them the garrison appeased the rage of hunger. Dogs, 
fattened on the blood of the slain who lay unburied 
round the town, were luxuries which few could afford 
to purchase. The price of a whelp's paw was five 
shillings and sixpence. Nine horses were still alive, 
and but barely alive. They were so lean that little 
meat was likely to be found upon them. It was, 
however, determined to slaughter them for food. The. 
people perished so fast that it was impossible for the 
survivors to perform. the rites of sepulture. There 
was scarcely a cellar in which some' corpse was not 
decaying. Such was the extremity of distress, that the 
rats who came to feast in those hideous dens were 
eagerly hunted and greedily devoured. A smaIl fish,. 
caught in the river, was not to be purchased with 
money. The only price for which such a treasure 
could be obtained was some handfuls of oatmeal. Le
prosies, such as strange and unwholesome diet engen
ders, made existence a constant torment. Thewhole 
city was poisoned by the' stench exhaled from thebo .. 
dies of the dead and of the half dead. That there 
should be fits of discontent and insubordination .among 
m,en enduring such misery was inevitable. At one· 
moment it was suspected that Walker had laid up 
somewhere a secret store of food, and was revelling in 
private, while he exhorted others to suffer resolutely 
for the good cause. His house was strictly examined: 
his innocence was fully proved: he regained his popu
larity; and the garrison, with death in near prospect,.' 
thronged to the cathedral to hear him preach, drank 
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ill his earnest eloquence with delight, and went forth 
from the house of God with haggard faces and totter
ing steps, but with spirit still unsubdued. There 
were, indeed, some secret plottings. A very few ob
scure traitors opened communications with the enemy. 
But it was necessary that alI such dealings should be 
carefully concealed. None dared to utter publicly 
any words save words of defiance and stubborn reso~ 
lution. Even in that extremity the general cry was 
"No surrender." And there were not wa,nting voices 
which, in low tones, added, "First the horses and hides; 
and then the prisoners; and then each other." It was 
afterwards related, half in jest, yet not. without a 
horrible mixture of earnest, that a corpulent citizen, 
whose bulk presented a strange contrast to the skeletons 
which surrounded him, thought it expedient to conceal 
himself from the numerous eyes which followed him with 
cannibal looks whenever he appeared in the streets." 

It was no slight aggravation of the sufferings of the 
garrison that all this time the English ships were seen 
far off in Lough Foyle. Communication between the 
fleet and the city was almost impossible. One diver 
who had attempted to pass the boom was drowned. 
Another was hanged. The language of signals was 
hardly intelligible. On the thirteenth of July, how': 
ever, a piece of paper sewed up in a cloth button came 
to Walker's hands. It was a letter from Kirke, and 
contained assurances of speedy relief. But more than 
a fortnight of intense misery had since elapsed; and 
the hearts of the most sanguine were sick with deferred 
hope, By no art could the provisions which were left 
be made to hold 0ll:t two days more. t 

• Walker's Account. "The fat 
man in Londonderry" became a 

,proverbial expression for a person 
. whose prosperity excited the envy 
and cupidity of his less fortunate 
n~ighboura. 

t This, according to Narcissus 
Luttrell, was the report made by 
Captain Withers. afterwards a highly· 
distinguished officer, on whom Pope 
wrote an ep~taph. . 
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Just at this time Kirke received a despatch from CHAP. 
'XIL 

England, which contained positive orders that London-
derry should be relieved. He accordingly determined A 1689. 

to make an attempt which, as far as appears, he might th~~ 
have made, with at least an equally fair prospect of 
success, six weeks earlier.-

Among the merchant ships which had come to Lough 
Foyle under his convoy was one called the Mountjoy. 
The master, Micaiah Browning, a native of London
derry, had brought from England a large cargo of pro
visions. He had, it is said, repeatedly remonstrated 
against the inaction of the armament. He now eagerly 
volunt.eered to take the first risk of succouring his 
felloW' citizens; and his offer was accepted. Andrew 
Douglas, master of the Phrenix, who had on board a 
great quantity of meal from Scotland, was willing to 
share the danger and the honour. The two merchant
men were' to be escorted by the Dartmouth frigate of 

,thirty six guns, commanded by Captain John Leake, 
afterwards an admiral of great fame. 

It was the twenty-eighth of July. The sun had just 
set: the evening sermon in the cathedral was over; and 
the heartbroken congregation had separated, when the 
sentinels on the tower saw the sails of three vessels 
coming up the Foyle. Soon there was a stir in the 
Irish camp. The besiegers were on the alert for miles 
along both shores. The ships were in extreme peril: 
for the river was low; and the only navigable channel 
ran very near to the left bank, where the head quarters 
of the enemy had been fixed, and where, the batteries 

• The despatch, which positively country parish in ])umbartonshire, 
commandecl Kirke to attack the attributes the relief of Londonder_ 
b..,om, was signed hy Schomberg, ry to the exhortations' of a heroic 
who had already been appointed Scotch preacher named Gordon. I 
commander in chief of all the Eng- am inclined to tbink that Kirke was 
Ii.h forj:e8 in Ireland. A copy of more likely to be influenced by a 
it is among, tbe Naime MSS, in the peremptory ordt'r from Scbomberg, 
Bodleian Libl'ary. 'Vodrow, on no than by the united eloquence of a 
better authority than the lossip of a wh~ l synod ot: presbyterian divines. 
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were most numerous. Leake performed his duty with 
a skill and spirit worthy of his noble profession, exposed 
his frigate to cover the merchantmen, and used his guns 
with great effect. At length the little squadron came 
to the place of peril. Then the Mountjoy took the 
lead, and went right at the boom. The huge barricade. 
cracked and gave way: but the shock was such that 
the Mountjoy rebounded, and stuck in the mud. A 
yell of triumph rose from the banks: the Irish rushed 
to their boats, and were preparing to board; but the 
Dartmouth poured on them a well directed broadside, 
which threw them into disorder. Just then the Phamix 
dashed at the breach which the Mountjoy had made, 
and was in a moment within the fence. Meantime the 
tide was rising fast. The Mountjoy began to move, 
and soon passed safe through the broken stakes and 
floating spars. But her brave master was no more. 
A shot from one of the batteries had struck him; and 
he died by the most enviable of all deaths, in sight of" 
the city which was his birthplace, which was his home, 
and which had just been saved by his courage and 
self-devotion from the most frightful form of destruc
tion. The night had closed in before the conflict at 
the boom began; but the flash of the guns was seen, 
and the noise heard, by the lean and ghastly multitude 
which covered the walls of the city. When the Mount
joy grounded, and when the shout of triumph rose from 
the Irish on both sides of the river, the hearts of the 
besieged died within them. One who endured the 
unutterable anguish of that moment has told us that 
they looked fearfully livid in each other's eyes. , Even 
after· the barricade had been passed, there was a ter· 
rible half hour of suspense. It was ten o'clock before 
the ships arrived at the quay. The whole popula-

. tion was there to welcome them. A screen made of 
casks filled with earth was hastily thrown up~ to pro
tect the lan~ng place from the', batteries o~ the other 
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side of the river; and then the work of unloading CHAp. 

began. First were rolled on shore barrels contain. XIL 

ing six thousand bushels of meal. Then came great 1689. 

cheeses, casks of beef, flitches of bacon, kegs of butter, 
sacks of pease and biscuit, ankers of brandy. Not 
many hours before, half a pound of tallow and three 
quarters of a pound of salted hide had been weighed 
out with niggardly care to every fighting man. The 
ration which each now received was three pounds of 
flour, two pounds of beef, and a pint of pease. It is 
easy to imagine with what tears grace was said over the 
suppers of that evening. There was little sleep on 
either sille of the wall. The bonfires shone bright along 
the whole circuit 'of the ramparts. The Irish guns 
continued to roar all night; and all night the bells of 
the rescued city made answer to the Irish guns with a 
peal of joyous defiance. Through the three following 
days the batteries of the enemy continued to play. 
But, on the third night, flames were seen arising froDi 
the camp; and, when the first of August dawned, a line 
of smoking ruins marked the site lately occupied by the 
huts of the besiegers; and the citizens saw far off the 
long column of pikes and standards retreating :up the 
left bank of the Foyle towards Strabane.'" 

So ended this great siege, the most memorable in 'the 'fhe siege 

annals of the British isles. It had lasted a hunai-ed 0df Londoll- • , erry 
and five days. The garrison had been reduced from raised. 

about seven thousand' effective men to about three 
thousand. The loss of the' besiegers cannot be precisely 
ascertained. Walker estimated it' at eight thousand 
men. It)s certain from the despatches of Avauxthat 
the regiments which returned from the blockade had 

• Walker; Mackenzie; Histoire Sir John Leake; The Londeriad; 
'de la Revolution ,d'Irlande, Am- Observations on Mr. Walker's Ac
Bterdam, .1691; London Gazette, count of the Siege of Londonderry. 
Aug. 5.12.1689; Lett".r of Bucban licensed Oct. 4. 1689. 
among the Nairne MSS. i Life of 

-
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been 'so much thinned that many. of them were not 
more than two hundred strong. Of thirty six French 
gunners who had superintended the cannonading, 
thirty one had been killed or disabled.... The means 
both of attack and of defence had undoubtedly been 
such as would have moved the great warriors of the 
Continent to laughter; and this is the. very circum
stance. which gives so peculiar an interest to the history 
of the contest. It was a contest, not between engineers, ' 
but between nations;. and. the victory remained with 
the nation which, though inferior in number, was supe
rior in civilisation, in capacity for self government, and 
in stubbornness of resolution. t . 
. As soon as it was known that the Irish army had 

retired, a deputation from the city hastened to Lough 
Foyle, and invited Kirke to take the command. He 
came accompanied by a long train of 'officers, and was 
received in state by the two Governors, who delivered 
up to him the authority which, under the pressure of 
necessity, they had assumed. He remained only a few 
days; but h~ had time to show enough of the incurable 
vices of his character to disgust a population distin. 
guished by austere morals and ardent public spirit • 

. There was, however, no outbreak. The city was in the 
highest good humour. Such quantities of provisions 
had been landed from the fleet, that there was in every 
house a plenty never before known. A few days earlier 
a man had been glad to obtain for twenty pence a 
mouthful of carrion scraped from the bones of a starved 
horse. A pound of good beef was now sold for three 

• A vau:!: to Seignelay, July H.; 
o Lewis, Aug. -Ar. 
t t< You will see here, as you 

have aU along, that the tradesmen of 
Londonderry had more skill in their 
.terence than the great officers of the 
Irish army in their attacks."-Light 
to the Blind. The author of this 
work is furious against the Irish 
gunners. The boom, he thinks, 

would never have been broken if 
they had done their duty. Were 
they drunk ? Were they traitors? 
He does not determine the point. 
"Lord," he exclaims, .. who seest 
the hearts of people, we leave the 
judgment or this affair to thy mer
cy. III the interilp those gUnners 
lost Ireland." 
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halfpence. Meanwhile all hands were busied in re
moving corpses which had been. thinly covered with 
earth, in filling up the holes which' the shells had 
ploughed in the ground, and in repairing the battered 
roofs of the houses. The recollection of past dangers 
and privations, and the consciousness of having de
served well of the English nation and of, all Protest· 
ant Churches, swelled the hearts of the townspeople 
with honest pride. That pride grew stronger when 
they received from William a letter. acknowledging, in 
the most 'affectionate language, the debt which he owed 
to the brave and trusty citizens of his. good city. 'The 
whole population crowded to the Diamond to hear the 
royal epistle read. At the close all the guns on the 
ramparts sent forth a voice of joy: all the ships in 
the river made answer.: barrels of ale were broken 
up ; and the health of their Majesties. was drunk with 
shouts and volleys of musketry. 

Five generations have since passed away; and still 
the wall of Londonderry is to the Protestants of Ulster 
what the trophy of Marathon was to the Athenians. 
A lofty pillar, rising from a bastion which bore during 
many weeks the heaviest fire of the enemy, is seen far· 
up and far down the Foyle. On the summit is the stat,ue 
of Walker, such as when, in the last and most terrible 
emergency, his eloquence roused the fainting courage 
of his brethren. In one hand. he grasps a Bible. The 
other, pointing down the river, seems to direct the eyes 
of his famished audience to the English topmasts in the 
distant bay. Such a monument was well deserved: yet. 
it was scarcely needed: for in truth the whole city is to 
this day a monument of the great deliverance. The wall 
is carefully preserved; nor would any plea of health or 
convenience be held by tbe inhabitants sufficient to jus
tify the demolition of that sacred enclosure which, in the 
evil time, gave shelter to their race and their religion." 

• In B conecti~n entitled "Der. than sixty y~ar8 ago, is a curious 
rianB," which was published more letter on this au bject. 
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The summit of the ramparts forms a pleasant walk. 
The bastions have been turned into little gardens. 
Here and there, among the shrubs and flQwers, may be 
seen the old culverins which scattered bri,cks, cased 
with lead, among the Irish ranks. One antique gun, 
the gift of the Fishmongers of London, was distin
guished, during the hundred and five memorable days, 
by the loudness of its report, and still bears the name of 
Roaring Meg. The cathedral is filled With relics and 
trophies. In the vestibule is a huge shell, one of many 
hundreds of shells which were thrown into the city. 
Over the altar are still seen the French flagstaves, 
taken. by the garrison in a desperate sally. The white 
ensigns of the House of Bourbon have long been dust: 
but their place has been supplied by new banners, the 
work of the fairest hands of Ulster. The anniversary 
of the day on which the gates were closed, and the 
anniversary of the day on which the siege was raisedf 

,have been down to our own time .celebrated by salutes, 
processions, banquets, and sermons: Lundy has been 
executed in effigy; and the sword, said by tradition to 
be that of Maumont, has, on great occasions, been 
carried in triumph. There is still a Walker Club and 
a Murray Club. The humble tombs of the Protestant 

o captains have been carefully sought out, repaired, and 
embellished. It is impossible not to respect the sen~ 
timent which indicates itself by these tokens. It is 
a sentiment which belongs to the higher and purer 
part of human nature, and which adds not a little 
.to the strength of states. A people which takes no 
pride in the noble achievements of remote ancestors 
will never achieve any thing worthy to be remembered 
with pride by :remote' descendants. Yet it is impos
sible for the moralist or the statesman to look with 

,unmixed complacency on the solemnities with which 
Londonderry commemorates her deliverance, and on 
the honours whith she pays to those who saved. her . . 
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Unhappily the animosities of her brave champions have· c~~. 
descended with their glory. The faults which are or
dinarily found in dominant castes and dominant sects .1689. 
have not seldom shown themselves without disguise at 
her festivities; and even with the expressions of pious 
gratitude which have resounded from her' pulpits have 
too often been mingled words of wrath and defiance. 

The Irish army which had retreated to Strabane re
mained there but a very short time. The spirit of the 
troops had been depressed by their recent failure, and 
was soon completely cowed by the news· of a great 
disaster in another quarter. 

Three weeks before this time the Duke of Berwick had Operations 
. d d d hm f hE· against the game an a vantage over a etac ent 0 t e nms- Enniskil-

killeners, and had, by their own confession, killed or leners.. 

taken more than My. of them. They were in hopes of 
obtaining some assistance from Kirke, to whom they, 
had sent a deputation; and they still persiSted in reject-
ing all terms 'offered by the en~y. It was therefore 
determined at Dublin that an attack should be made 
upon them from several quarters at once. ,Macarthy, 
who had been rewarded for his services in Munster with 
the title of Viscount Mountcashel, marched towards 
Lough Erne from the east with three regiments of foot, ., 
two regiments of dragoons, and some troops of cavalry. 
A considerable force, which lay encamped near the mouth 
of the river Drowes, was at the same time to advance 
from the west. The Duke of Berwick was to come from 
the north, with such horse and dragoons as could be 
spared from the army which was besieging Londonderry. 
The Enniskilleners were not fully apprised of the whole 
plan which had been laid for their destruction; but 
they knew that Macarthy was on the road with a fqrce 
exceeding any which they could bring into the field. 
Their anxiety was in some degree relieved by the return 
of the. deputation which they had sent to Kirke. Kii-ke 
could spare no sold~l's; bu~ he had sent some armS, some 

VOL. lli. R 



242 HISTORY OF ENGLAl-."D. 

CHAP .• ammunition, and some experienced officers, of whom 
XIL the chief were Colonel W olseley and Lieutenant Colonel 

1689. Berry. These officers had come by sea round the coast 
of Donegal, and had run up the Erne. On Sunday, 
the twenty ninth of July, it was known that their 
boat 'was approaching the island of Enniskillen. The 
whole population, male and female, came ~o the shore 
to greet them. It was with difficulty that they made 
their way to the Castle through the crowds which hung 
on them, blessing God that dear old England had not 
quit~ forgotten the Englishmen who upheld her cause 
against great odds in the heart of Ireland. 
. W olseley seems to have been in every respect well 

qualified for his post. He was a stanch Protestant, had 
distinguished himself among the Y orkshiremen who 
rose up for the Prince of Orange and a free Parliament, 
and had, before the landing of the Dutch army, proved 
his zeal for liberty and pure religion, by causing the 
Mayor of Scarborough, who had made a speech in favour 
of King James, to be brought into the market place and 
well tossed there in a blanket.:I This vehement hatred 
of Popery was, in the estimation of the men of Ennis
killen, the first of all qualifications for command: and 
W olseley had other and mdre important qualifications. 
Though himself regularly bred to war, he seems to have 
had a peculiar aptitude for the management of irregular 
troops. He had scarcely taken on himself the chief
command when he received notice that Mountcashel had 
laid siege to the Castle of Crum. Crum was the frontier 
garrison of the Protestants of Fermanagh. The ruins . 
of the old fortifications are now among the attractions 
of a beautiful pleasureground, situated on a woody 
prqmontory which overlooks Lough Erne. W olseley 
determined to raise the siege. He sent Berry forward 

. with such troops as could be instantly put in motion, 
and promised to follow speedily with a larger force . 

• • Bernardi's Life of Himself, borough is mentioned in one of the 
1737, Wolseley's exploit at Scar- letters published by Sir Henry Ellis. 
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Berry, after marching some miles, encountered thir- CHAP. 

teen companies of Macarthy's dragoons commanded XII. ' 

by Anthony, the most brilliant and accomplished of 1689. 
all who bore the name of Hamilton, but much less suc- Battle of 

I cessful as a soldier than as a courtier, a lover, and a BNetlwton u er. 
I writer. Hamilton's dragoons ran at the first fire: he 

was severely- wounded; and his second, in command 
was shot dead. Macarthy soon came up to support 
Hamilton; and at the same time W olseley came up 
to support Berry. The hostile armies were now in 
presence of each other. Macarthy had above five thou
sand men and several pieces of artillery. The Ennis
killeners were under three thousand; and . they had 
marched in such haste that they had brought only 
one day's provisions. It was therefore absolutely ne
cessary for them either to fight instantly or to re
treat. W olseley determined to consult the men; and 
this determination, which, in ordinary «ircumstances, 
would have been most unworthy of a general, was fully 
justified by the peculiar composition and temper of the 
little army, an army made up of gentlemen and yeomen 
fighting, not for pay, but for their lands, their wives, 
their children, and their God. The ranks were drawn 
up under arms; and the question was put, "Advance 
or Retreat?" The answer was an universal shout of 
"Advance." Wolseley gave out the word, "No Popery." 
It was received with loud applause. He instantly 
made his dispositions for an, attack. As he approached, 
the enemy, to his great surprise, began to retire. 
The Enniskilleners were eager to pursue with all speed: 
but their commander, suspecting a snare, restrained 
their ardour, and positively forbade them to break 
their ranks. Thus one army retreated and the other 
followed, in good order, through the little town of 
Newton Butler. About a mile from that town the 
Irish faced about, and made a stand. Their position 
was well chosen.· ,They were drawn up ona hill at the 

a 2 
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CHAP. foot of which lay a deep bog. A narrow paved cause
XIL way which ran across the bog' was the only road by 
1689. which the cavalry of the Enniskilleners could advance; 

for on the right and left were pools, turf pits, and 
quagmires, whic~ afforded no footing to horses. Ma
car~hy -placed his cannon in such a manner as to sweep 
this causeway. 

W olseley ordered his infa:ntry to the attack. They 
struggled through the bog, made their way to firm 
ground, and rushed on the guns. There was then 
a short and desperate fight. The Irish cannoneers 
stood gallantly to their pieces till they were cut 
down to a man. The Enniskillen horse, no longer in 
danger of being mowed down by the fire of the artil
lery, came fast up the causeway. The Irish dragoons 
who had run "away in the mornmg were smitten with 
another panic, and, without striking a blow, galloped 
from the field. The horse followed the example. Such 
was the terror of the fugitives that many of them 
spurred hard till their beasts fell down, and then con
tinued to fly on foot, throwing away carbines, swords, 
and even coats. as incumbrances. The infantry, see
ing themselves deserted, flung down their pikes and 
muskets and ran for their lives. The conquerors now 
gave loose to that ferocity which has seldom failed to 
disgrace the civil wars of Ireland. The butchery was 
terrible. Near fifteen hundred of the vanquished were
put to the sword. About five hundred more, in igno
rance of the country, took a road which led to Lough 
Erne. The lake was before them: the enemy behind: 
they plunged into the waters and perished there. Ma
earthy, abandoned by his troops, rushed into the midst 
of the pursuers and very nearly found the death which 
he sought. He was wounded in several places: he was 

. struck to the ground; and in another moment his 
brains woUld have been knocked out with the but end 
of a musket, when he was recognised and saved. The 



WILLIAM AND MARY. 

colonists lost only twenty men killed and fifty wounded. 
They took four hundred prisoners, seven pieces of 
cannon, fourteen barrels of powder, all the drums and 
all the colout:8 of the vanquished enemy .... 

The battle of Newton Butler' was won on the 
third day after the boom thrown oV!lr the Foyle was 
broken. At Strabane the news met the Ce1tica~y 
which was retreating from Londonderry. All was ter: 
ror and confusion: the tents were struck: the military 
stores were flung by waggon loads i.nto the waters ·of 
the Mourne; and the dismayed Irish, leaving many 
sick and' wounded to the mercy of the' victorious Pro
testants, fled to Omagh, and thence to Charlemont. 
Sarsfield, who commanded at Sligo, found it Ilect!ssary 
to abandon that town, which was instantly occupied by 
a detachment of Kirke's troops. t Dublin was in con· 
sternation. James dropped words which indicated an in
tention of flying to the Continent. Evil tidings in4eed 
came fast upon him. Almost at the same time at 
which he learned that one of his armies had raised the 
siege of Londonderry, and that another had been'rollted 
at Newton Butler, he "'l"eceived intelligence scarcely less 
disheartening from Scotland. , 

It is now necessary to 'trace the progress of. those 
events to which Scotland ow:es her political and, her 
religious liberty, her prosperity and her civUisation. 

• Hamilton's True Relation; 
Mac Connick's Further Acconnt; 
London Gazette, Aug. 22, 1689; 
Life of James, ii. 868, 869.; Avaux 
to Lewis, Aug. -A., and to Louvois of 
.the same date. Story mentions a re
port that the panic among the Irish 
was caused by the mistake ot an 
officer who called out" Righ t about 
face» instead of "Right face." 
Neither Avaux nor James had heard 
any thing about this mistake. In
deed th'e dragoons who set the ex
ample of flight were not in the habit 
of waiting for orders to turn their 

backs on all enemy. They had run 
away once before on that very day, 
Avaux gives a very simple ac
count of the defeat: " Ces mesmes 
dragons qui avoient fuy Ie. matin 
lascherent Ie pied avec tout Ie reste 
de la caval erie, sans tirer un coup de 
pistolet; et ils s'enfuirent tous avec 
une telle epouvantequ'ils jetterl!nt 
mousquetons, pistolets, et espees ; et 
la plupart d'eux, ayant creve lellrs 
chevaux, se deshabillerent pour aller 
plus viste a pied." 

t Hamilton's True Relation. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

CHAP. THE violence of revolutions is generally proportioned to 
XHI. h t e degree of the maladministration which has produced 
1689. them. It is therefore not strange that the government 

)Tht·e Rev:o- of Scotland, having been durin2" many years far more 
U Ion more 'U' 

violent in oppressive and corrupt than the government of Eng-
~::!l~~d land, should have fallen with a far heavier ruin. The 
England. movement against the last king of the House of Stuart 

was in England conservative, in Scotland destructive. 
The English complamed, not of the law, but of the 
violation of the law. They rose up against the first 
magistrate merely in order to assert the supremacy of the 
law. They were for the most part strongly attached to 
the Church established by law. Even in applying that 
extraordinary remedy to which an extraordinary emer
gency compelled them to have recourse, they deviated as 
little as possible from the ordinary methods prescribed 
by the law. The Convention which met at Westminster, 
though summoned by irregular writs, was constituted 
on the exact model of a regular Parliament. No man 
was invited to the Upper House whose right to sit 
there was not clear. The knights and burgesses were 
chosen by those electors who would have been entitled 
to choose the members of a House of Commons called 
under the great seal. The franchises of the forty 
shilling freeholder, of the householder paying scot and 
lot, of the burgage tenant, of the liveryman of London, 
of the Master of Arts of Oxford, were respected. The 
sense of the constituent bodies was taken with as little 

. violence on the part of mobs, with as little trickery on 
the part of returning officers, as at any general election 
of that age. When at length the Estates met, their 
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deliberations were carried on with perfect freedom and 
in strict accordance with ancient forms.. There was 
indeed, after the first flight of James, an alarming 
anarchy in London and in some parts of the country. 
But that anarchy nowhere la:;ted longer than forty 
eight hours. From the day on wIDch William reached 
Saint James's, not even the most unpopular agents of 
the fallen ·government, not even the ministers of the 
Roman Catholic Church, had any thing to fear from the 
fury of the populace. 

In Scotland the course of events was very different. 
There the law itself was a grievance; and James had 
perhaps incurred more unpopularity by enforcing it than 
by violating it. The Church established by law was the 
most odious institution in the realm. The tribunals had 
pronounced some sentences so flagitious, the Parliament 
had passed some Acts so oppressive, that, unless those 
sentences and those Acts were treated as nullities, it would 
be impossible to bring together a Convention commanding 
the public respect and expressing the public opinion. It 
was hardly to be expected, for example, that the Whigs, 
in this day of their power, would endure to see their 
hereditary leader, the son of a.martyr, the grandson of 
a martyr, excluded from the Parliament House in wIDch 
nine of his ancestors had sate as Earls of Argyle, and 
excluded by a judgment on which the whole king. 
dom cried shame. Still less was it to be expected that 
they would suffer the election of members for counties 
and towns to be conducted according to the provi" 
sions of the existing law.· For· under the existing 
law no elector could vote without swearing that he 
renounced the Covenant, and that he acknowledged the 
Royal supremacy in matters ecclesiastical.... Such an 
oath no rigid Presbyterian could· take. If such an 
oath had been exacted, the· constituent bodies would 
have. been merely small kno~s of prelatists: the busi. 

• Act. ParI. Sc.ot., Aug.81.1681. 
B4 
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ness of . devising securities against oppression would 
have been left to the oppressors ; and the great party 
which had been most active in effecting the Revolution 
would, in an assembly sprung from the Revolution, 
have had not a single representative.:II= 

William saw that he must not think of paying to the 
laws of Scotland that scrupulous respect which he had 
wisely and righteously paid to the laws of England. 
It 'was absolutely necessary that he should determine 
by his own authority how that Convention which was 
to meet at Edinburgh should be chosen, and that he 
should assume the power of annulling some judgments 
and some statutes. He accordingly summoned to the 
parliament house several Lords who had been deprived 
of their honours by sentences which the general voice 
loudly condemned as unjust ; and he took on himself to 
dispense with the· Act which deprived Presbyterians of 
the elective franchise. 

The consequence was that the choice of almost all 
the shires and burghs fell on Whig candidates. The 
defeated party complained loudly of foul play, of the 
rudeness of the populace, and of the partiality of the 
presiding magistrates ; and these complaints were in 
many cases well founded. It is not under such rulers 
as Lauderdale aJ?d Dundee that nations learn justice 
and moderation. t 

Nor was it only at the elections that the popular _ 
feeling, so long and so severely compressed, exploded 
with violence. The heads and the hands of the martyred 
Whigs were taken down from the gates of Edinburgh, 
carried in procession by great multitudes to the ceme
teries, and laid in the earth with solemn respect.! It 

• Balcarras's Memoirs; Short 
History of the Revolution in Scot
land in a letter. from a Scotch gentle
man in Amsterdam to his friend in 
London, 1712. 

t Balcarrss's Memoirs; Life of 
James~ ii. 34]. 

t A Memorial for His Highness 
the Prince oC Orange in relation 
to the Aff'airs of Scotland, by two 
PerO;(;J1s of Quality, 168!). 
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would have been well if the public enthusiasm had 
manifested itself in no less praiseworthy form. Un
happily throughout a large part of Scotland the clergy 
ef the Established Church were, to use the phrase then 
common, rabbled. The morning of Christmas day was 
fixed for the commencement of these outrages. For
nothing disgusted the rigid Covenanter more than the 
reverence paid by the prelatist to the ancient holidays 
of the Church. That such reverence may be carried to 
an absurd extreme is true. But a philosopher ,may 
perhaps be inclined to think the opposite extreme not 
less absurd, and may ask why religion should reject the 
aid of associations which exist in every nation sufficiently 
civilised to have a calendar, and which are found by 
experience to have a powerful and often a salutary 
effect. The Puritan, who was, in general, but too ready 
to follow precedents and analogies drawn from the his .. 
tory and jurisprudence of the Jews, might have founa 
in the Old Testament quite as clear warrant for keeping 
festivals in honour of great events as for assassinating 
bishops and refusing quarter to,captives. He certainly 
did not learn from his master, Calvin, to hold such ·fes. 
tivals in abhorrence; for it was in consequence 'of the 
strenuous exertions of Calvin that Christmas was, after 
an int~rval of some years, again observed by the citizens 
of Geneva." But there had arisen in Scotland Calvinists 
who were to Calvin what Calvin was to Laud. To 
these austere fanatics a holiday was an object of positive 
disgust and hatred. They long continued in their solemn 
manifestoes to reckon it among the sins which would 
one day bring down some fearful judgment on the land 
that the Court of Session took a vacation in the last 
week of December. t 

• See Calvin's letter to Haller, 
lv. Non. Jan. 1551: rr Priusquam 
urbem unquam ingrederer, nunre 
prorsu8 erant ferire prreter diem Do~ 
minicum. Ex quo 811m revocatus 

hoc temperamentum quresivi, ut 
Christi natalis celehraretur." 

t In the Act, Declaration, anrl 
Testimony ,of:' the· Sece4ers, datt'd 
in December, 1136, it is said that 
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. On Christmas day, therefore, the Covenanters held 
armed musters by concert in many parts of the western 
shires. Each band marched to the nearest manse, and 
sacked the cellar and larder of the minister, which at 
that season were probably better stocked than usual. 
The priest of Baal was reviled and insulted, sometimes 
beaten, sometimes ducked. His furniture was thrown 
out of the windows; his wife and children turned out 
of doors in the snow. . He was then carried to the 
market place, and exposed during some time as a male
factor. His gown was torn to shreds over his head: if 
he had a prayer book in his pocket it was burned; 
and he was dismissed with a charge, never, as he 
valued his life, to officiate.in the parish again; The 
work of reformation having been thus completed, the 
reformers locked up the church and departed with 
the keys. In justice to these men it must be owned • 
that they had suffered such oppression as may excuse, 
though it cannot justify, their violence; and that, though 
they were rude even to brutality, they do not appear ' 
to have been guilty of any intentional injury to life or 
limb.· 

The disorder spread fast. In Ayrshire, Clydesdale, 
Nithisdale, Annandale, every parish was visited by 

4< countenance is given by authority . pretended Queen Anne and her pre
of Parliament to the observation of tended British, really Brutish Par
holidays in Scotland, by the vacation liament, for enacting the observance 
of our most considerable Courts of of that which is called the Yule 
Ju-tice in the latter -end of De- Vacancy."-The Dying Testimo-. 
cember." This is declared to be a ny of William Wilson, sometime 
uational sin, and a ground of the Schoolmaster in Park, in the Parish. 
Lord's indignation. In March 1758, of Douglas, aged 68, who died in 
~he Associate Synod addressed a 1757. 
Solemn Warning to the Nation, in * An Account of the Present 
which the same complaint was re- Persecution of the Church in Scot
peated. A poor crazy creature, whose land. in several Letters, 1690; The 
nonsense has been thought worthy Case of the afflicted Clergy in 

• of being reprinted even in our own Scotland truly represented, 1690; 
time, says: "I leave my testimony Faithful Contendings Displayed; 
a~ainst the abominable Act of the Burnet, i. 805. . 
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these turbulent zealots. About two hundred curates 
-so the episcopal parish priests were called ....... were 
expelled. The graver Covenanters, while they ap
plauded the fervour of their riotous brethren, were 
apprehensive that proceedings so irregular might give 
scandal, and learned, with especial concern, that' here 
and there an Achan had disgraced the good cause by 
stooping to plunder the Canaanites whom he ought 
only to have smitten., A general meeting of ministers 
and elders was called for the purpose of preventing 
such discreditable excesses. In this meeting it was 
determined that, for the future, the ejection of the 
established clergy should be performed in a more cere
monious manner. A form of notice was drawn up and 
served on every curate in the Western Lowlands who 
had not yet been rabbled. This notice was simply a 
threatening letter, commanding him to, quit his parish 
peaceably, on pain of being turned out by force." . 

The Scottish Bishops, in great dismay, sent the Dean 
of Glasgow to plead the cause of their persecuted Church 
at Westminster. The outrages committed by the Cove
nanters were in the highest degree offensive to William, 
who had, in the south' of the island, protected even Be
nedictines and Franciscans from insult and spoliation. 
But, though he had, at the request of a large number of the 
noblemen and gentlemen of Scotland, taken on himself 
provisionally the executive administration of that king
dom, the means of maintaining order there were not at 
his command. He had not a single regiment north of 
the Tweed, or indeed within many miles of that river. 
It was vain to hope that mere words' would quiet it 
nation which had not, in- any age, been very amenable 
to control, and which was now agitated by h9pes and 
resentments, such as great revolutions, following great 
oppressions, naturally engender. A proclamation was 

: - The form of notice will be. found in the book entitled Faithful 
CODtendiDgs Displayed. 
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Ci.\U· however put forth, directing th:;tt all people shonld lay 
down. their arms, and that, till the Convention should 

1689: have settled the government, the clergy of the Esta
blished Church should be suffered to reside on their 
cures without molestation. But this proclamation, not 
being supported by troops, was very little regarded. 
On the very day after it. was published .at Glasgow, the 
venerable Cathedral of that city, almost the only fine 
church of the middle ages which stands uninjured in 
Scotland, was attacked by a crowd of Presbyterians 
from the .meeting houses, with whom were mingled 
many of their fiercer brethren from the hills. It was a 
Sunday; but to rabble a congregation of prelatists was 
held to be a work of necessity and mercy. The wor~ 
shippers were dispersed, beaten, and pelted with snow
balls. It was indeed asserted that some wounds were 
inflicted with much more formidable weapons .... 

Slate t)f Edinburgh, the seat of government, was in a state 
Edinburgh. of anarchy. The Castle, which commanded the whole 

city, was still held for James by the Duke of Gordon.' 
The common people were generally Whigs. The Col
lege of Justice, a great forensic society composed of 
judges, advocates, writers to the signet, and solicitors, 
was the stronghold of Toryism: for a rigid test had 
during some yea!'s excluded Presbyterians from all the 
departments of the legal profession. The lawyers, some 
hundreds in number, formed themselves into a battalion 
of infantry, and for a time effectually kept down the 
·multitude. They paid, however, so much respect. to 
William's authority as to disband themselves when his 
proclamation was published. But the example of obe
diEmce which they had set was not imitated. Scarcely 
had they laid down their weapons, when Covenanters 

• Account of the Present Perse- the Service of God on Sunday last, 
• cution, 1690; Case of the afflicted being the 17th of February, 1689, 

V!ergy, 1690 i A true Account oC signed by James Gibson, acting for 
that Interruption that was made oC the Lord Provost of Glasgow. 
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from the west, who had done all that was to be done in . CHAP. 

d h XIIL the way of pelting an ustling the curates of their 
own neighbourhood, came dropping into Edinburgh. 1689. 
by tens and twenties, for the purpose of protecting, or, 
if need should be, of overawing the Convention. GIas.; 
goW' alone sent four hundred of these men. It could 
hardly be doubted that they were directed by some 
leader of great weight. They showed themselves little 
in any public place: but it was known that every cellar 
was filled with them; and it might well be apprehended 
that, at the :first signal, they would pour forth from 
their caverns, and appear armed round the Parliament. 
house.· 

It might have been expected that every patriotic and Questio~ 
enlightened Scotchman would have earnestly desited to ~~:~:'OIl 
see .the agit~tion. appeased, and some government es- :!~:!_ 
tablished whlch mIght· be able to protect property and land raised. 

to enforce the law. An imperfect settlement which 
could be speedily made might well appear to such a 
man preferable to a perfect settlement which must be 
the work of time. Just at this moment, however, a 
party, strong both in numbers and in abilities; raised 
a new and most important questio:n, which seemed not 
unlikely to prolong the interregnutn. till the autumn. 
This party maintained that the Estates ought riot 
immediately to declare William and Mary King and 
Queen, but· to propose to England a treaty of union, 
and to keep the throne vacant till such a treaty should 
be concluded on terms advantageous to Scotland. t 

It may s.eem strange that a 1arge portion of a 
people, whose patriotism, exhibited, often·i:ri. a heroic, 
and sometimes in a comic form, has long been pro
verbial, should have been willing, nay impatient, to. 
surrender an independence which had been, through 
many ages, dearly prized and manfully defended. rhe 

.. Balcarras's Memoirs; Maclay's Memoirs. t Burnet, ii. 21. 
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trutll is that the stubborn spirit which the arms of the 
Plantagenets and Tudors bad been unable to subdue 
had begun to yield to a very different kind of force. 
Customhouses and tariffs were rapidly doing what the 
carnage of Falkirk and Halidon, of Flodden and of 
Pinkie, had failed to do. Scotland had some expe
rience of the effects of an union. She had, near forty 
years before, been united to England on such terms as 
England, flushed with conquest, chose to· dictate. That 
union was inseparably associated in the minds of the 
vanquished people with defeat and humiliation. And 
yet even that union, cruelly as it had wounded the 
pride of the Scots, had promoted their prosperity. 
Cromwell, with wisdom and liberality rare in his age, 
had established the most complete freedom of trade 
between the dominant and the subject country. While 
he governed, no prohibition, no duty, impeded the 
transit of commodities from any part of the island to 
any other. His navigation laws imposed no restraint 
on the trade of Scotland. A Scotch vessel was at 
liberty to carry a Scotch cargo to Barbadoes, and to 
bring the sugars of Barbadoes into the· port of Lon
don. *' The rule of the Protector therefore had been 
propitious to. the industry and to the physical well
being of the Scottish people. Hating him and cursing 
him, they could not help thriving under him, and often, 
during the administration of their legitimate princes, 
looked back with regret to the golden days of the 
usurper·t 

• Scobell, 1654, cap. g., and 
Oliver's Ordinance in Council of the 
12th of April in the same year. 

t Burnet and Fletcher of Saltoun 
mention the prosperity of Scotland 
under the Protector, but ascribe 

·it to a cause quite inadequate to 
the production of Buch an effect. 
"There was," says Burnet, "a· 
cOllsiderab!e force of about seven or 

eight thousand men ·kept in Scot
land. The pay of the army brought 
so much money into the kingdom 
that it continued all that while in a 
very flourishing state •••••• We 
always reckon those eight years of 
usurpation a time of great peace and 
prosperity." "During the time 
of the usurper Cromwell," says 
Fletcher, "we imagined ourselves 



WILLI.A:M:AND MART. 

The Restoration came, and changed every thing. The 
Scots regained their independence, and soon began to 
find that independence had its discomfort as well as 
its dignity. The English parlia~nt treated them as 
aliens and as rivals. A new Navigation Act put them 
on almost the' same footing with the Dutch. High 
duties, and in some cases prohibitory duties, were im· 
posed on the products of Scottish industry. It is not 
wonderful that a. nation eminently industrious, shrewd, 
and enterprising, -a. nation which, having been long 
kept back by a sterile soil and a severe climate, was 
just beginning to prosper in spite of these disadvan
tages, and which found its progress suddenly stopped, 
should think itself cruelly treated. Yet there was no 
help. Complaint was vain. Retaliation was impos
sible. The Sovereign, even if he had the wish, had not 
the power, to bear himself evenly between his large 
and his small kingdom, between the kingdom from 
which he drew an annual revenue of a million and a 
half and the kingdom from which he drew an. annual 
revenue of little more than sixty thousand pounds. He 
dared neither to refuse his assent to any English law 
injurious to the trade of Scotland, nor to give his assent 
to any Scotch law injurious to the trade of England. 

The complaints of the Scotch, however, were so loud 
that Charles, in 1661, appointed Commissioners to ar
range the terms of a commercial treaty between the 
two British kingdoms. The conferences w~re soon 
broken off; and all that passed while they continued 

to be in a tolerable condition witll modest Thoughts partly occasioned 
respect to the Isst particular (trade by and partly concerning the Scotch 
and money) by reason of that ex- East India Company," Edinburgh, 
pense which was made in the realm· 1696. See the Proceedings of the 
by those forces thst kept us in . Wednesday Club in Friday Street, 
subjection." The true explanation upon the subject of an Union with 
of the phenomenon about which Scotland, Decen:ber 1705. See also 
Burnet and Fletcher blundered so the Seventh Chapter of Mr. Burton's 
gro66ly will be found in a pamphlet valuable History of Scotland. 
entitled, "Some seasonable and 
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proved that there was only one way in which Scotland 
could obtain a share of the commercial prosperity which 
England at that time enjoyed.... The Scotch must becom~ 
one people with the English. The Parliament which 
had hitherto sate at Edinburgh must be incorporated 
with the Parliament which sate at Westminster. The 
·sacrifice could not but be painfully felt by a brave and 
haughty people, who had, during twelve generations, 
regarded the southern domination with deadly aversion, 
and whose hearts still swelled at the thought of the 
death of Wallace and of the triumphs of Bruce. There 
were doubtless many punctilious patriots who would 
have strenuously opposed an union even if they could 
have foreseen that the effect of an union would be to 
make Glasgow a greater city than Amsterdam, and to 
cover the dreary Lothians with harvests and woods, 
neat farmhouses and stately mansions. But there was 
also a large class which was not disposed to throw 
away great and substantial advantages in order to 
preserve mere names and ceremonies; and the in
fluence of this' class was such that, in the year 1670, 
the Scotch Parliament made direct overtures to Eng
land. t The King undertook the office of mediator; 
and negotiators were named on both sides; bu,t nothing 
was concluded. 

The question, having slept d~ring eighteen ·years, 
was suddenly revived by the Revolution. Different 
classes, impelled by different motives, concurred on 
this point. With merchants, eager to share in the ad
van,tages of the West Indian Trade, were joined active 
and aspiring politicians who wished to exhibit their 
abilities in a more conspicuous theatre than the Scottish 
Parliament House, and to collect riches from a more 
copious source than the Scottish treasury. The cry 

.. See the· paper in which the found in the Appendix to De Foe's 
demands of the Scotch Commis- History of the Union, No. 13. 
sioners are set forth. It will be t Act. ParI. Scot ... July 30.1670. 
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for union was swelled by the voices of some artful 
Jacobites, who merely wished to cause discord and 
delay, and who hoped to·attain this end by mixing up 
with the difficult question which it was the especial 
business of the Convention to settle another question 
more difficult .still. It is probable th.at some who 
disliked the ascetic habits and rigid discipline of the 
Presbyterians wished for an union as the only mode 
of maintaining prelacy in the northern part of the 
island. In an united Parliament the English mem
bers must greatly preponderate; and in England the 
Bishops were held in high honour by the great m8!' 
jority C?f the population. The Episcopal Church of 
Scotland, it was plain, rested on a narrow basis, and, 
would fall before the first attack. The Episcopal 
Church' of Great Britain might have a foundation broad. 
and solid enough to withstand all assaults. 

Whether, in 1689, it would have been possible. to 
effect a civil union without a religious union may well 
be doubted. But there can be no. doubt that a religious 
union would have been one of the gr~atest calamities 
that could have befallen either kingdom. The union 
accomplished in 1707 has indeed. been a great blessing 
both to England and to Scotland. But it has been a 
blessing because, in constituting one State, it left two 
Churches. The political interest of the contracting 
parties was the same: but the ecclesiastical dispute 
between them was one which admitted of no com
promise. They could therefore preserve harmony only 
by agreeing to differ.· Had there been an 'amalgama. 
tion of the hierarchies, there never would have ~been 
an amalgamation of the nations. Successive Mitchells 
would have fired at successive Sharpes. Five gene
rations of Claverhouses would have butchered five 
generations of Camerons. Those marvellous .improve" 
ments which have changed the face of Scotland would 
never have been effected. Plains now rich with har, 
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falls which now turn the wheels of immense factories 
1689. would have resounded in a wilderness. New Lanark 

would still have been a sheepwalk, and Greenock a 
fishing hamlet. What little strength Scotland could 
under such a system have· possessed must, in an es
timate of the resources of Great Britain, have been, not 
added, but deducted. So. encumbered, our country 
never could have held, either in peace or in war, a 
place in the first rank of nations. Weare unfortu
nately not without the means of judging of the effect 
which may be produced on the moral and· physical 
state of a people by establishing, in the exclusive en~ 
joyment of riches and dignity a Church loved and 
reverenced only by the few, and regarded by the 
many with religious and national aversion. One such 
Church is quite burden enough for the energies of one 
empire. 

Wish of But these things, which to us, who have been taught 
~~~ t~~ by a bitter experience, seem clear, were by no means 
Church. clear in 1689, even to very tolerant and enlightened 
men to pre- li" I h h E lih L Ch h serve E~i- po tlclans. . n trut t e ng s ow urc men 
sC;o'i~~!cLm were, if possible, more anxious than the English High 

Churchmen to preserve Episcopacy in Scotland. It is 
a remarkable fact that Burnet, who was always ac· 
cused of wishing to establish the Calvinistic discipline 
in the south of the island, incurred great unpopu
larity among his own countrymen by his efforts to· 
uphold prelacy in the north. He was doubtless in 
error: but his error is to be attributed to a cause 
which does him no discredit. His favourite object, an 
object unattainable indeed, yet such as might well 
fascinate a large intellect and a benevolent heart, had 
long been an honourable treaty between the Anglican 
Church and the Nonconformists. He thought it most 
unfortunate that one opportunity of. concluding s~ch 
a treaty should have been lost at the time of the Re-
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storation. It seemed to him that another opportunity CHAP. 

was afforded by the Revolution. He and his friends x;m 
were eagerly pushing forward Nottingham's Compre- 1689. 
hension Bill, and were flatteiing themselves with vain 
hopes of success. But they felt that there could hardly 
be a Comprehension in one of the two British kingdoms, 
unless there were also a Comprehension in the other. 
Concession must be purchased by concession. If the 
Presbyterian pertinaciously refused to listen to any 
terms of compromise where he was strong, it would be 
almost impossible to obtain for him liberal terms of 
compromise where he was weak. Bishops must there-
fore be allowed to keep their sees in Scotland, in order 
that divines not ordained by Bishops might be allowed 
to hold rectories and canonries in England. 

Thus the cause of the Episcopalians in the north and Opinion. 

h f h P b .' . h . h b d of William t e cause 0 teres yterlans m t e sout were oun about 

Up together in a manner which might well perplex even Church 
• govern .. 

a skilful statesman. It was happy for our country that ment in 

h . hi h . d Scotland. t e momentous questIOn w c eXCIte so many strong 
passions, and which presented itself in so many different 
points of view, was to be decided by such a man as 
William. He listened to Episcopalians, to Latitudina-
rians, to Presbyterians, to the Dean of Glasgow who 
pleaded for the apostolical succession, to Burnet who 
represented the danger of alienating the Anglican clergy, 
to Carstairs who hated prelacy with the hatred of a 
roan whose thumbs were deeply marked by the screws 
of prelatists. Surro~ded by these eager' advocates, 
William remained calm and impartial. He was indeed 
eminently qualified by his situation as well as by his 
personal qualities to be the umpire in that great con
tention. He was the King of a prelatical kingdom. He 
was the Prime Minister of a presbyterian republic. 
His unwillingness to offend the Anglican Church of 
which he was the head, and his unwillingness to offend . 
the reformed Churches of the Continent which regarded' 

8 2 
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him' as a champion divinely sent to protect them 
against the French tyranny, balanced each other, and 
kept him from leaning unduly to either side. His con
science was perfectly neutral. For it was his deliberate 
opinion that no form of ecclesiastical polity was of di
vine institution. He dissented equally from the school 
of Laud and from the school of Cameron, from the men 
who held that there could not be a Christian Church 
without Bishops, and from the men who held that there 
co~d not be a Christian Church without synods. Which 
form of gov~rnment should be adopted was in his judg
ment a question of mere expediency. He would pro
bably have preferred a temper between the two rival 
systems, a hierarchy in which the chief spiritual func~ 
tionaries should have been something more than mode~ 
rators and something less than prelates. But he was 
far too wise a man to think of settling such a matter 
according to his own personal tastes. He determined 
therefore that, if there was on both sides a disposition 
to compromise, he would act as mediator. But, if it 
should prove that the public mind of England and the 
public mind of Scotland had taken the ply strongly in 
opposite directions, he would not attempt to force either 
nation into conformity with the opinion of the other. 
He would suffer each to have its own church, and would 
content himself with restraining both churches from 
persecuting nonconformists, and from encroaching on _ 
the functions of the civil magistrate. 

The language- which he held to those Scottish Epi
scopalians who complained to him of their sufferings 
and implored his protection was well weighed and well 
gl,larded, but clear and ingenuous. He wished, he said, 
to preserve, if possible, the institution to which they 
were so much attached, and to grant at the same time 
entire liberty of conscience to that party which could 
not be reconciled to any deviation from the Presby
terian model. But the Bishops must take care that 
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they did not, by their own rashness and obstinacy, put CHAP" 

it out of his power to be of any use to them. They XIlI. 

must also distinctly understand that he was resolved 1689. 

not to force on Scotland by the sword a form of eccle
siastical government which she detested. H, therefore, 
it should be found that prelacy could be maintained 
only by arms, he should yield to the general sentiment,. 
and should merely do his best to obtain for the Episco-
palian minority permission to worship God in ·freedom 
and safety.· 

It is not likely that, even if the Scottish Bishops Co!"pa

had, as William recommended, done all that meekness ::-:~:~h of 
and prudence could do to conciliate their countrymen, reli~o~ 

. d, d . ..J!.i! • parties ID episcopacy coul un er any mowucatlOn, have been Scotland. 

maintained. It was indeed asserted by writers of that 
generation, and has been repeated by writers of our 
generation, that the Presbyterians were not, before the 
Revolution, the majority of the people of Scotland. t 
But in this assertion there is an obvious fallacy. The 
effective strength of sects is not to be ascertained merely 
by counting heads.. An established ch111'ch, a dominant 
church, a church which has the exclusive possession of 
civil honours and emoluments, . will always rank among 
its nominal members multitudes who have no religion 
at all; multitudes who, though not destitute of religion, 
attend little to theological disputes, and have no scruple 
about conforming to the. mode of worship which hap-
pens to be established; and multitudes who have scruples 
about conforming, but whose scruples have yielded to 
worldly motives. On the other hand, every member of 
an oppressed church is a man who has a very decided 

• Burnet, ii. 23. the general inclinations of that peo
t See, for example, a pamphlet pIe. The author answers the ques

entitled .. Some questions resolvecl tion in the negative, on the ground 
concerning episcopal and presbyte- that the upper and middle classes 
rian government in Scotland, 1690." had generally conformed to the epi_ 
One of the questions is, whether HOOpa! Church before the Revolu • 

. Scottish presbytery be agreeable to tion. 
s 3 
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preference' for that church. A person who, in the 
time of Diocletian, joined in celebrating the Christian 
mysteries might reasonably be supposed to be a firm 
believer in Christ. But it would be a very great mis-
take to iinagine, that one single Pontiff or Augur in the 
Roman Senate was a firm believer in Jupiter. In Mary's 
reign, every body who attended the secret meetings of 
the Protestants was a real Protestant: but hundreds of 
thousands went to mass who, as appeared before she 
had been dead a month, were not real Roman Catholics. 
If, under the Kings of the House of Stuart, when a 
Presbyterian was excluded from political power and 
from the learned professions, was daily annoyed by in
formers, by tyrannical magistrates, by licentious dra
goons, and was in danger of being hange.d if,he heard a 
sermon in the open air, the population of Scotland was 
not very unequally divided between Episcopalians and 
Presbyterians, the rational inference is that more than 
nineteen twentieths of those Scotchmen whose con
science was interested in the matter were Presbyterians, 
and that not one Scotchman in twenty was decidedly 
and on conviction. an Episcopalian. Agamst such odds 
the Bishop" had but little chance; and whatever chance 
they had thvJ made haste to throwaway; some of them 
because they sincerely believed that their allegiance was 
still due to James; others probably because they appre
hended that William would not have the power, even if 
he had the will, to serve them, and that nothing but a 
counterrevolution in the State could avert a revolution 
in the Church. 

J.etterfrom As the new King of England could not be at Edin
William to buroO"h durinoO" the sitting of the Scottish Convention, a 
the Scotch 
Conven- 'letter from him to the Estates was prepared with great 
tion. ' skill. In this document he professed warm attachment 

to the Protestant religion, but gave no opinion touching 
those questions about which Protestants were divided. 
He had observed, he said, with great satisfaction that 
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many of the Scottish- nobility and gentry with. whom CHAP, 

he had conferred in London were inclined to an union XlII. 

of the two British kingdoms. He was sensible how 1689. 

much such an union would conduce to the happiness of 
both; and he would do all in his power towards the 
accomplishing of so good a work. 

It was necessary that he should allow a large dis- ~iI1jam's 
cretion to his. confidential agents at Edinburgh. The ~i:!~n: his 
private instructions with .which he furnished those per- ~ents in 

sons could not be minute, but were· highly judicious. cotland. 

He charged them to ascertain to the best of their power 
the real sense of the Convention, and to be guided by it. 
They must remember that the first object was to set.,. 
tle the government. To that object every other object, 
even the union, must be postponed. A treaty between 
two independent legislatures, distant from each other 
several days' journey, must necessarily be a work of 
time; and the throne. could not safely remain vacant 
while the negotiations were pending. It was therefore 
important that His Majesty's agents should be on thei~ 
guard against the arts of persons who, under pretence 
of promoting the union, might really be contriving only 
to prolong the interregnum. If the Convention should 
be bent on establishing the Presbyterian form of church. 
government, William desired that his friends would do 
all in their power to prevent the triumphant sect from 
retaliating what it had suffered.:II: 

The person by whose advice William appears to have The Dal

been 'at this time chiefly guided as to Scotch politics rymples. 

was a Scotchman of great abilities and attainments, Sir 
James Dalrymple of Stair, the fou!J.der of a family 
eminently distinguished at the bar, on the bench, in 

• The instructions are in the Le- from acknowledging the obligations 
ven and Melville Papers. They bear under which I, and all who take a", 
date March 7, 168J. 011 the first interest in the history of our island, 
occasion on which I quote this most lie to the gentleman who has per
",aluable collection, J cannot refrain formed so well the duty of an editor. 

s 4. 
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the senate, in diplomacy, in arms, and in letters, but 
distinguished also by misfortunes and misdeeds which 
have furnished poets and novelists with materials for 
the darkest and most heartrending tales. Already 
SirJ ames had been in mourning for more than 
one strange and terrible death. One of his sons had 
died by poison. One of his daughters had poniarded 
her bridegroom on the wedding night. One of his 
grandsons had' in boyish sport been slain by another. 
Savage libellers asserted, and some of the superstitious 
vulgar believed, that calamities so portentous were the 
consequences of some connection between the unhappy 
race and· the powers of darkness. Sir James had a 
wry neck; and he was reproached with this misfortune 
as if it had been. a crime, and was told that it marked 
him out as a man doomed to the gallows. His wife, a 
woman of great ability, art, and spirit, was popularly 
nicknamed the Witch of Endor. It was gravely said 
that she had cast fearful spells on those whom she hated, 
and that she' had been seEm in the likeness of a cat 
seated on the cloth of state by the side of the Lord 
High Commissioner. The man, however, over whose 
roof so many curses appeared to hang did not, as far 
as we· can now judge, fall short of that very .low 
standard of morality which was generally attained by 
politicians of his age and nation. In force of mind and 
extent of knowledge he was superior to them all. In 
his youth he had borne arms: he had then been a -
professor of philosophy: he had then studied law, and 
had become, by general acknowledgment, the greatest 
jurist that his country had produced. In the days of 
the Protectorate, he had been a judge. After the Re
storation, he had made his peace with the royal family, 
had sate in the Privy Council, and had presided with 
unrivalled ability in the Court of Session. He had 
doubtless borne a share in many unjustifiable acts ; but 
there were limits. which he never passed. He had a 
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wonderful power of giving to any proposition which it 
suited him to maintain a plausible aspect of legality and 
even of justice; and this power he frequently abused. 
But he was not, like many of those among whom he 
lived, impudently and unscrupulously servile. Shame 
or conscience generally restrained him from committing 
any bad action for which his rare ingenuity could not 
frame a specious defence; and he was seldom in his. 
place at the council board when any thing outrageously 
unjust or cruel was to be done. His moderation at 
length gave offence to the Court. He was deprived of 
his high office, and found himself in so disagreeable a 
situation that he retired to Holland. There he employed 
himself in correcting the great work on jurisprudence 
which has preserved his memory fresh down to our 
own time. In his banishment he tried to gain the 
favour of his fellow exiles, who naturally regarded 
him with suspicion. He protested, and perhaps with 
truth, that his hands were pure from the blood of the 
persecuted Covenanters. He made a high profession 

. of religion, prayed much, and observed weekly days of 
fasting and humiliation. He even consented, after 
much hesitation, to assist with his advice and his cre
dit the unfortunate enterprise of Argyle. When that 
enterprise had failed, a prosecution was instituted at 
Edinburgh against Dalrymple; and his estates would 
doubtless have been confiscated had they not been 
saved by an artifice which subsequently became common 
among the politicians of Scotland. His eldest son and 
heir apparent, John, took the side of the government, 
supported the dispensing power, declared against the 
Test, and accepted the place of Lord Advocate, when 
Sir George Mackenzie, after holding out through ten 
years of foul drudgery, at length showed signs of flag
ging. The services of the younger Dalrymple were 
rewarded by· a remission of the forfeiture which the 
offences of the elder had incurred. Those services 
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indeed wereilot to be despised. For Sir John, though 
inferior to his father in depth and extent of legal learn
ing, was no common man. ,His knowledge was great 
and various: his parts were quick; and his eloquence 
was singularly ready and graceful. To sanctity he 
made no pretensions. Indeed Episcopalians and Pres
byterians agreed in regarding him as little better than an 
atheist. During some months Sir John at Edinburgh 
affected to ,condemn the disloyalty of his unhappy pa
rent Sir James; and Sir James at Leyden told his 
Puritan friends how ,deeply he lamented the wicked 
compliances of his unhappy child Sir John .. 

The Revolution came, and brought a large increase 
of wealth and honours to the House of Stair. The 
son promptly changed sides, and cooperated ably and, 
zealously with the father. Sir James established him: 
self in London for the purpose of giving advice t6 
William on Scotch affairs. Sir John's post was in the 
Parliament House at Edinburgh, He was not likely to. 
find any equal among the debaters there, and was pre
pa .... ed to exert all his powers against the dynasty which 
he had lately served.'" 

By the large party which was zealous for the Cal
vinistic church government John Dalrymple was re
garded with incurable distrust and dislike. It was 
therefore necessary that another agent should be em
ployed to manage that party. Such an agent was 
George Melville, Lord Melville,a nobleman connected 
by affinity with the unfortunate Monmouth, and with 

• As to the Dalrymples, see the Stairs; Law's Memorials; and the 
Lord President's own writings, and Hyndford Papers, written in 170* 
among them his Vindication of the and printed with the Letters of 
Divine Perfections; Wodrow's Ana- Carstairs. Lockhart, though a mor
lecta; Douglas's Peerage; Lockhart's tal enemy of John Dalrymple, says, 
Memoirs; the Satyre on the Familie "There was none i,n the parHa
of Stairs; the Satyric Lines upon ment capable to take up the cu(I.' 
the long wished for and timely Death gels with him." 
of the Right Honourable Lady 
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: that Leslie who had, in 1640, invaded England at 
the head of a Scottish army. Melville had" always 
been accounted a Whig and a Presbyterian. Those 
who speak of him most favourably have" not ventured 
to ascribe to him eminent intellectual endowments or 
exalted public spirit. But he appears from his letters 
to have been by no means deficient in that homely 
prudence the want of which has often been fatal to men 
of brighter genius and of purer virtue. That prudence 
had restrained him from going very far in opposition to" 
the tyranny of the Stuarts: but he had listened while 
his friends talked about resistance, and therefore, when 
the Rye House plot was discovered, thought it expe
dient to retire to the Continent. In his absence he 
was accused of treason, and was convicted on evidence 
which would not have satisfied any impartial tribu ... 
nal. He was condemned to death: his honours and 
lands were declared forfeit: his arms were torn with 
contumely out of the Heralds' book; and his domains 
swelled the estate of the cruel and rapacious Perth. 
The fugitive mea.nwhile, with characteristic wariness, 
lived quietly on the Continent, and discountenanced 
the unhappy projects ?f his kinsman Monmouth, but 
cordially approved of the enterprise of the Prince of 
Orange. 

Illness had prevented Melville from sailing with the 
Dutch expedition: but he arrived in London a few 
hours after the new Sovereigns had been proclaimed 
there. William instantly sent him down to Edinburgh, 
in the hope, as it should seem, that the Presbyterians 
would be disposed to listen to moderate counsels pro
ceeru,ng from a man who was attached to their cause, 
and who had suffered for it. Melville's second son, 
David, who had inherited, through his mother, the title 
of Earl of Leven, and who had acquired some military 
experience in the service of the Elector of Branden
burg, had the honour of being the bearer of" a letter 
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from tlie new King of England to the Scottish Con;. 
vention." 

James had intrusted the conduct of his affairs in 
Scotland to John Graham, Viscount Dundee, and Colin 
Lindsay, Earl of Balcarras. Dundee had commanded 
a body of Scottish tr90PS which had marched into 
England to ,oppose the. Dutch: but he had found, in 
the inglorious campaign which had been fatal to the 
dynasty of Stuart, no opportunity of displaying the 
courage and military skill which those who most de
test his merciless nature allow him to have possessed. 
He lay with his forces not far from Watford, when he 
was infohned that James had fled from Whitehall, 
and that Feversham. had ordered all the royal army 
to disband. The Scottish regiments were thus left, 
without payor provisions, in the midst of a foreign and 
indeed a hostile nation. Dundee, it is said, wept with 
grief and rage. Soon, however, more cheering intelli
gence arrived from various quarters. William wrote a_ 
few lines to say that, if the Scots would remain quiet, 
he would pledge his honour for their safety ; and, some 
hours later, it was known that James had returned to 
his capital. Dundee repaired instantly to London. t 
There he met his friend Balcarras, who had just arrived 
from Edinburgh. Balcarras, a man distinguished by 
his handsome person and by his accomplishments, had, 
in his youth, affected the character of a patriot, but 
had deserted the popular cause, had accepted a seat -
in the Privy Council, had become a tool of Perth and 
Melfort, and had been one of the Commissioners who 
were appointed to execute the office of Treasurer when 
Queensberry was disgraced for refusing to betray the 
interests of the Protestant religion.: . 

• ' As to Melville, see the Leven 
and Melville Papers, passim, and the 
preface; the Act. ParI. Scot. June 16. 
1685; and the Appendix, June 18.; 

Burnet, ii. 24.; and the Burnet MS. 
Harl. 6584. 

t Creichton's Memoirs. 
t Mackay's Memoirs.· 
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Dundee and Balcarras went together to Whitehall, 
and had the honour of accompanying James in his last 
walk, up and down the Mall. He told them that he 
intended to put his affairs in Scotland under . their 
Jll8.nagement. " You, my Lord Balcarras, must under
take the civil, business :' and: you, my Lord Dundee, 
shall have a commission from me to command the 
troops." The two noblemen vowed that they would 
prove themselves deserving of his confidence, and dis
claimed all thought of making their' peace with the 
Prince of Orange."· 

On the following day James left Whitehall for ever ;; 
and the Prince of Orange arrived at Saint James's. 
Both Dundee and Balcarras. swelled the crowd which 
thronged to greet the deliverer, and were not· ungra
ciously received. Both were well known to him. Dun
dee had served under him. on the Continent t; and the 

• Memoirs of the Lindsayso 
t About the early relation be

tween William and Dundee, some 
Jacobite. many years lifter they were 
both dead, invented a story which 
by successive embellishments was at 
last improved into a romance which 
it seems strange that even a child, 
should believe to be true. The last 
edition runl thus. William's horse 
was killed under him at Seneff, and his 
life was in imminent danger. Dundee, 
then Captsin Graham, mounted His 
Highness again. William promised 
to reward this service. with promo
tion; but broke his word and gave 
to another the commission which 
Graham had been led to expect. 
The injured hero went to Loo. 
There he met his successful com
petitor and gave him a box on the 
e.a~. The punishment for striking. 
in the palace was the loss of the 
offending right hand; but this 
punishment the Prince of Orange 
ungraciously remitted. "You," he 

said, "saved my life; .1 BpBl1l your 
right hand: and now we are quits." 

Those who, down to OUt liwn 
time, have repeated this, nonsense 
seem to have thought, first, .ha~ the 
Act of Henry, the Eighth "for 
punishment of murder and malicious 
bloOl;lshed within the King's Court" 
(Stat. 88 Hen. VIII. Co 2.) w~ 
law in' Guelderli; and, secondly, 
that, in 1674, William was a King, 
and his house ,a. King'sCour,. 
They were also not aware that he 
did not purchase Loo tilllolig after 
Dundee had· left the Netherlands. 
See Harris's Description, of Loo, 
1699. 

This legend, of which I have'not 
beeJl abI!! to. discover the alightest 
trace in thll voluminous Jacobite 
literature of William's reign, seems. 
to .have originated about a quarter 
of a century after Dundee's death. 
and to have attained itB full ab
surdity in another quarter of a cell
tury. 
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first' wife of Balcarras had been a lady of the House of 
Orange, and had worn, on her wedding day, a superb 
pair of emerald earrings, the gift of her cousin the 
. Prince.'" 

The Scottish Whigs, then assembled in great num
,bers at Westminster, earnestly pressed William to pro
scribe by name four or five men who had, during the evil 
times, borne a conspicuous part in the proceedings of 
the Privy Council at Edinburgh. Dundee and Balcarras 
,were particularly mentioned. But the Prince had de
termined that, as far as his power, extended, all the 
past should be covered with a general amnesty, and 
absolutely refused to make any declaration which could 
drive to despair even the most guilty of his uncle's 
servants. 

Balcarras went repeatedly to Saint' James's, had 
several audiences of William, professed deep respect for 
his Highness, and owned that King James had com
mitted great errors, but would not promise to concur in. 
a vote of deposition. William gave no sign of displea
sure, but said at parting: "Take care, my Lord, that 
you keep within the law; for, if you break it, you 
must expect to be left to it."t 

Dundee seems to have been less ingenuous. He 
employed the mediation of Burnet, opened a negotiation 
with Saint James's, declared himself willing to acquiesce 
in the new order of things, obtained from William a 
promise of protection, and promised in return to live 
peaceably. Such credit was given to his professions 
that he was suffered to travel down to Scotland under 
the escort of a troop of cavalry. Without such an 
escort the man of blood, whose nanw was never men-: 
tioned but with a shudder at the hearth of any Pres-. 
byterian family, would, at that conjuncture, have had 

• Memoirs of the Lindsays. t Ibid. 
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but a perilous journey through Berwickshire and the CHAP. 
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February was drawing to a close when Dundee and 1689. 

Balcarras reached Edinburgh. They had some hope 
that they might be at the head of a majority in the 
Convention. They therefore exerted themselves vigo
rously to consolidate and animate their party. They 
assured the rigid royalists, who had a scruple about 
sitting in an assembly convoked by an usurper, that the 
rightful King particularly wished no friend of hereditary 
monarchy to be absent. ,More than one waverer was 
kept steady by being assured in confident terms that a 
speedy restoration was inevitable. Gordon had deter
mined to surrender the castle, alid had begun to remove 
his furniture: but Dundee and Balcarras prevailed on 
him to hold out some time longer. They informed him 
that they had received from Saint Germains full powers 
to adjourn the Convention to Stirling, and that, if things 
went ill a:t Edinburgh, those powers would be used. t 

At length the fourteenth of March, the day fixed for Meeting of 

the meeting of the Estates, arrived, and the Parliament ~~;oo,::
House was crowded. Nine prelates were in their places. 
When Argyle presented himself, a single lord protested 
Ilgainst the admission of a person whom a legal sen-
tence, passed in due form, and still unreversed, had de.-
prived of the honours of the peerage. But this objection 
was overruled by the general sense of the assembly. 
When Melville appeared, no voice was raised against 
his admission. The Bishop ,of Edinburgh officiated as 
chaplain, and made it one of his petitions that God 
would help and restore King James.! It soon appeared 
that the general feeling of the Convention was by no 

• Burnet, ii. 22.; Memoirs of 
the Lindsaya. 

t Balcarras's Memoirs. 
~ Act. ParL Scot., Mar. 14. 1689 j 

. 
History .of the late Revolution iq 
Scotland, 1690 j An Account of 
the Proceedings of the Estates of 
Scotland, foL Lond. 1689. 
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means in harmony with this prayer. The first matter to 
be decided was the choice of a President. The Duke of 
Hamilton was supported by the Whigs, the Marquess of 
Athol by the J acobites. Neither candidate possessed, 
and neither deserved, tbe entire confidence of his sup
porters. Hamilton had been a Privy Councillor of 
James, had borne a part in many unjustifiable acts, and 
had offered but a very cautious and languid opposition 
to the most daring attacks on the laws and religion of 
Scotland. Not till the Dutch guards were at Whitehall 
had he ventured to speak out. Then he had joined the 
victorious party; and had assured the Whigs that he 

. had pretended to be their enemy, only in order that he 
might, without incurring suspicion, act as their friend. 
Athol was still less to be trusted. His abilities were 
mean, his temper false, pusillanimous, and cruel. In 
the late reign he had gained a dishonourable notoriety 
by the barbarous actions of which he had been guilty 
in Argyleshire. He had turned lVith the t~ of for
tune, and had paid servile court to the Prince of 
Orange, but had been coldly received, and had now, 
from mere mortification, come back to the party which 
he had deserted." Neither of the rival noblemen had 
chosen to stake the dignities and lands of his house on 
the issue of the contention between the rival Kings. 
The eldest son of Hamilton had declared for James, 
and the eldest son of Athol for William, so that, in any 
event, both coronets and both estates were safe. 

But in Scotland the fashionable notions touching po
litical morality were lax; and the aristocratical sentiment 
was strong. The Whigs were therefore willing to forget 
that. Hamilton had lately sate in the council of James. 
The J~cobites were equally willing to forget that Athol 
had lately fawned on William. In political inconsis
tency those two great lords were far indeed from stand-

• Ralcarras's narrative exhibits unfavourable light. See also the 
both Hamilton and Athol in a most Life of James, ii. S38, S39. 



WILLIAM AND MARy. .273 

ing bv themselves; but in dignity and power they had .CHAP • ~ xm 
scarcely an equal in the assembly. Their descent was 
eminently illustrious: their influence was immense: 1689. 
one of them could raise the Western Lowlands: the 
other could bring into the field an army of northern 
mountaineers. Round these· chiefs therefore the hostUe 
factions gathered. 

The votes were counted; and it appeared thatHa- Hamiltun 

mil had .. f P Th elected ton a majOrIty 0 10rty. e consequence was President. 

that about twt::nty of the defeated party .instantly 
passed over to the victors.... At Westminster such a 

·defection would have been thought strange; but it 
seems to have caused little surprise at Edinburgh. 
It is a reurarkable circumstance that the same country 
should have produced in the same age the most won~ 
derful specimens of both extremes of human nature. 
No class of men mentioned in history.has ever adhered 
to a principle with more inflexible pertinacity than 
was found among -the Scotch Puritans. Fine and 
imprisonment, the sheers and the branding iron, the 
boot, the thumbscrew, and the gallows could not extort 
from the stubborn Covenanter one evasive word on 
which it was possible to put a sense inconsistent with 
his theological system. Even in things indifferent he 
would hear of no compromise; and he was but too ready 
to consider all who recommended prudence and charity 
as traitors to the cause of truth. On the other handt 
the Scotchmen of that generation who made a figure in 
the Parliament House and in the Council Chamber were 
the most dishonest ltnd unblushing timeservers that the 
world has ever seen. The. English marvelled alike at 
both classes. There were indeed many stouthearted 
nonconformists in the South; but scarcely any who in 
obstinacy, pugnacity, and hardihood could bear a com" 
parison with the men of the school of Cameron. There 

• Act. ParI. ScoL, March 14. tory of the late Revolution in Sco~ 
1681; Balcarras's Memoirs; His- land; Life of James, ii. 842. 
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CHAP. were many knavish politicians in the South; but few so 
XIII. utterly destitute of morality, and still fewer so utterly 

1689. destitute of shame, as the men of the school of Lauder
dale. Perllaps it is natural that the most callous and 
impudent vice should be found in the near neighbour
hood of unreasonable and impracticable virtue. Where 
enthusiasts are ready to destroy or to be destroyed for 
trifles magnified into importance by a squeamish con
science, it is not strange that the very name of conscience 
should become a byword of contempt to cool and shrewd 
men of business. 

Committee The majority, reinforced by the crowd of deserters' 
~~!~ec. from the minority, proceeded t<? name a Committee of 

Elections. Fifteen persons were chosen, and it soon 
appeared, that twelve of these were not disposed to 
examine severely into the regularity of any proceeding 
of which the result had been to' send up a Whig to the 
Parliament House. The Duke of Hamilton is said to 
have been disgusted by the gross partiality of his own 
followers, and to have exerted himself, with but little 
success, to restrain their violence.:Ii' 

Edinburgh Before the Estates proceeded to deliberate on the busi
~':~oned. ness for which they had met, they thought it necessary 

to provide for their own security. They could not be 
perfectly at ease while the roof under which they sate 
was commanded by the batteries of the Castle. .A de
putation was therefore sent to inform Gordon that the -
Convention required him to evacuate the fortress within 
twenty four hours, 'and that, if he complied, his past 
conduct should not be remembered against him. He 
asked a night for consideration. During that night his 
wavering mind was confirmed by the exhortations of 
Dundee and Balcarras. On the morrow he sent an an
swer drawn in respectful but evasive terms. He was 

. very far, he declared, from meditating harm to the City 
• Balcarras's Memoirs j History of the late Revolution in Scotland, 

1690. 
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of Edinburgh. Least of all could he harbour any CHAP. 

thought of molesting an august assembly which he re- XIlL 

garded with profound reverence. He would willingly 1689. 

give bond for his good behaviour to the amount of 
twenty thousand pounds sterling. But he was in com~ 
munication with the government now established in 
England. He was in hourly expectation of important 
despatches from that government; and, till they arrived, 
he should not feel himself justified in resigning his com-
mand. These excuses were not admitted. Heralds 
and trumpeters were sent to summon the Castle in form, 
and to denounce the penalties of high treason against 
those who should continue to occupy that fortress in 
defiance of the authority of the Estates. Guards were 
'at the same time posted to intercept all communication 
between the garrison and the city.... , 

Two days had been spent in these preludes; and it Dundee , . d . h threatened was expected that on the thIr mormng t e great con- by the 

test would begin. Meanwhile the population of Edin- ~:~~~s. 
burgh was in an excited state. It had been discovered 
that Dundee had paid visits to the' Castle; and it was 
believed that his exhortations had induced the garrison 
to hold out. His old soldiers were known to be gather-
ing round him; and it might well be apprehended that 
he would make some desperate attempt. He, on the 
other hand, had been informed that the Western Cove-
nanters who filled the cellars of the city had vowed 
vengeance on him: and, in truth, when we consider 
that their temper was singularly savage and implacable; 
that they had been taught to regard the slaying of a' 
persecutor as a duty; that no examples furnished by 
Holy Writ had been more frequently held up to their ad
miration than Ehud stabbing Eglon, and Samuel hewing 
Agag limb from limb; that they had never heard any 

• Act. ParL Scot., March 14. and of the late Revolution in Scotland, 
15. 1689 j Balcarras's Memoirs; 1690 j Account of the Proceedings 
London Gazette, March 25 j' History of the Estates of Scotland, 1689. 
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achievement· in the history of their own country more 
warmly praised by their favourite teachers than the 
butchery of Cardinal Beatoun and of Archbishop Sharpe; 
we may well wonder that a man who had shed the blood 
of the saints like water should have been able to ~alk 
the High Street in safety during a single day. The 
enemy whom Dundee had most reason to fear was a 
youth of distinguished courage and abilities named 
William Cleland. _ Cleland had, when little more than 
sixteen years old, borne arms in that insurrection which 
had been put down at Bothwell Bridge. He had smce 
disgusted some virulent fanatics by his humanity and 
moderation. But with the great body of Presbyterians 
his name stood high. For with the strict morality and 
ardent .zeal of a Puritan he united some accomplish~ 
ments of which few Puritans could boast. His manners 
were polished, and his literary and scientific attainment's 
respectable. He was a linguist, a mathematician, and' 
a poet. It is true that his hymns, odes, ballads, and 
Hudibrastic satires are of very little intrinsic value; 
but, when it is considered that he was a mere boy when 
most of them were written, it must be admitted that 
they show considerable vigour of mind. He was now 
at Edinburgh: his influence among the West Country 
Whigs assembled there was great: he hated Dundee 
with deadly hatred, and was believed to be meditating 
some act of violence.:If: 

On the fifteenth of :March Dundee received information 
• See Cleland's Poems, and the widely celebrated. This is an en- . 

commendatory poems contaiued in tire mistake. William Cleland, who 
the same volume, Edinburgh, 1697. fought at Bothwell Bridge, was not 
It has been repeatedly asserted that twenty eight when he was killed in 
this William Cleland was the father August, 1689; and William Cleland, 
of William Cleland, the Com mis- the Commissioner of Taxes, died at 
sioner of Taxes, who was well known sixty seven in September, 1741. 
twenty years later in the literary The former therefore cannot have 
society of London, who rendered been the father of the latter. See 
Borne not very reputable services to the Exact Narrative of the Battle of 
Pope, and whose son John was the Dunkeld j the Gentleman's Maga
author of an infamous book but too zine for 1740; and Warburton's 
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that some of the Covenanters had bound themselves· toge- CHAP. 

ther to slay him and Sir George Mackenzie, whose elo- XIIL 

quence and learning, long prostituted to the sernce of 1689. 

tyranny, had made him more odious to the Presbyterians 
than any other man of the gown. Dundee applied to 
Hamilton for protection; and Hamilton advised him to 
bring the matter under the consideration of the Con .. 
vention at the next sitting .... 

Before that sitting, a person named Crane arrived Letter 

fj F . h I d.l':" ed b th fu" fromJnmes rom rance, WIt a etter a W'ess y e gltlve to the Con-
King to the Estates. The letter was sealed: the bearer, vention. 

strange to say, was not furnished with a copy for the 
information of the heads of the Jacobite party; nor did he 
bring any message, written or verbal, to either of James's 
agents. Balcarras and Dundee were mortified by :find~ 
ing that so little confidence was reposed in them, and 
were harassed by painful doubts touching thecontent!f 
of the document on which so· much depended. They 
were willing, however, to ;,hope for the best. King 
James could not, situated as he was, be so ill advised as 
to act in direct opposition to the counsel and entreaties 
of his friends. His letter, when opened, must be found 
to contain such gracious assurances as would animate 
the royalists and conciliate the moderate Whigs. His 
adherents, therefore, determined that it should be pro-
duced. 

When the Convention reassembled on the morning of 
Saturday the sixteenth of March, it was proposed that 
measures should be taken for the personal security of 
the members. It was alleged that the life of Dundee 

note on the Letter to the Publisher opposer of their testimony. CIt-land 
of the DUllciad, a letter signed probably did not agree with Hamil. 
'V. Cleland, but really written by ton in thinking it a sacroo duty to cut 
Pope. In a paper drawn up by the tl!roats of prisoners of war who 
Sir Robert Hamilton, the oracle of the hacl been received to quarrer. See 
extreme Covenanters, and a blood-' Hamilton's Letter to the Societies, 
thirsty ruffian, Cleland is mentioned Dec. 7. 1685. . 
as having been Imee leagued with .. Balcarras's Memoirs. 
those fanatics, but afterward. a great 
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had been threatened; that two men of sinister appear .. 
ance had been watching the house where he lodged, and 
had been heard to say that they would use the dog as 
he had used them. Mackenzie complained that he too 
was in danger, and, with his usual copiousness and force 
of language, demanded the protection of the Estates. 
But the matter was lightly treated by the majority : 
and the Convention passed on to other business .... 

It was then announced that Crane was at the door of 
the Parliament House. He was admitted. The paper 
of which he was in charge was laid on the table. Ha. 
milton remarked that there was, in the hands of the 
Earl of Leven, a communication from the Prince ,by 
whose authority the Estates had been convoked. That 
communication seemed to be entitled to precedence.. 
The Convention was of the same opinion; . and th~ well 
weighed and prudent letter of William was read. 

It was then moved that the letter of James should be 
opened. The Whigs objected that it might possibly 
contain a mandate dissolving the Convention~ They 
therefore proposed that, before the seal was broken, the 
Estates should resolve to continue sitting, notwithstand
ing any such mandate. The Jacobites, who knew no 
more than the Whigs what was in the letter, and were 
impatient to have it read, eagerly assented. A vote 
was passed by which the members bound themselves 
to consider;:;any order which should command them to 
separate as a nullity, and to remain assembled till they -
should have accomplished the work of securing the 
liberty and religion of Scotland~ J'his vote was signed· 
by ahnost all the lords and gentlemen who were pre
sent. Seven out of nine bishops subscribed it. The 
names of Dundee and Balcarras, written by their own 

• Balcarras's Memoirs. But the dates are not quite exact. He pro
fullest account of these proceedings bably trusted to his memory for 
is furnished by some manuscript them. I have corrected them from 
notes which al'e in the library of the the Parliamentary Records. 
Faculty of Advocates. Balcarr8s's 
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hands, may still be seen on the original roll. Balcarras CHAP. 

d XIIL afterwo.rds excuse what, on his principles, was, beyond 
all dispute, allagrant act of treason, by saying that he 1689. 

and his friends had, from zeal for their master's interest, 
concurred in a declaration of rebellion against their 
master's authority; that they had anticipated the most 
salutary effects from the letter; and that, if they had 
not made some concession to the majority, the letter 
would not have been opened. 

In a few minutes the hopes of Balcarras were grievously Effect ,of 

disappointed. The letter from which so much had been ~':;~ s 

hoped and feared was read with all the honours which 
Scottish Parliaments were in the habit of paying to 
royal communications: but every word carried despair . 
to the hearts of the Jacobites. It was plain that 
adversity had taught James neither wisdom nor mercy. 
All was obstinacy, cruelty, insolence. A pardon was 
promised to those traitors who should return to their 
allegiance within a fortnight. Against all others un
spo.ring vengeance was denounced. Not only was no 
sorrow expressed for past offences: but the letter was 
itself a new offence : for it was written ana counter-
signed by the apostate Melfort, who was,by the 
statutes of the realm, incapable of holding the office of 
Secretary, and who was not less abhorred by the Pro .. 
testant Tories than by the Whigs. The hall was in a 
tumult. The enemies of James were loud and vehe-
ment. His friends, angry with him, and ashamed of 
him, saw that it was vain to think of continuing the 
struggle in the Convention. Every vote which had 
been doubtful when his letter was unsealed wasriow 
irrecoverably lost. The sitting closed in great agi
tation.· 

• Act. ParL Scot., Mar. 16.168~; of the Estates of Scotland, 1689;, 
Balcarras's Memoirs; 'History of London Gaz., Mar. 25. 1689; Life 
the late Revolution in Scotland, of James, ii. 842. Burnet blunders 
1690; Acconnt of the Proceedings strangely about these triusactions. 
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It I was Saturday afternoon. There was to be no' 
other meeting till Monday morning. The Jacobite 
leaders held a consultation, and came to the conclusion 
that it was necessary to take a decided step. Dundee 
and Balcarras must use the powers with which they 
had been intrusted. The minority must forthwith 
leave Edinburgh and assemble at Stirling. Athol 
assented, and undertook to bring a great body of his 
clansmen from the Highlands to protect the delibera~ 
tions of the Royalist Convention. Every thing was 
arranged for the secession; but, in a few hours, the 
tardiness of one man and the haste of another ruined 
the whole plan. 

The Monday came. The Jacobite lords and gentle~ 
~en were actually taking horse for Stirling, when Athol 
asked for a delay of twenty four hours. He had no 
personal reason to be in haste. By staying he ran no 
risk of being assassinated. By going he incurred the 
risks inseparable from civil war. The members of his 
party, unwilling to separate from him, consented to the 
postponement which he requested, and repaired once 
more to the Parliament House. Dundee alone refused 
to stay a moment longer. His life was in danger. The 
Convention had refused to protect him. He would not 
remain to be a mark for the pistols and daggers of 
murderers. Balcarras expostulated to no purpose. 
" By departing alone," he said, "you will give the alarm 
and break up the whole scheme." But Dundee was 
obstinate. Brave as he undoubtedly was, he seems, 
like many other· brave men, to have been less proof 
against the danger of assassination than against any 
other form of danger. He knew what the hatred of the 
Covenanters was: he knew how well he had earned 
their hatred; and he was haunted by that conscious~ 

. ness of inexpiable guilt, and by that dread of a terrible 
retribution, which the ancient polytheists personified 
under the awful name of the Furies." His old troopers, 



WILLIAM Al\"l) MARY. 281 

the Satans and Beelzebubs who had shared his crimes, CHAP. 

and who now shared his perils, were ready to be the XIIL 

companions of his :flight. 16sg. 

Meanwhile the Convention had assembled. Mackenzie Tumul

was on his legs, and was pathetically lamenting the hard :~;So;it. 
condition of the Estates, at once commanded by the th .. ;on
guns of a fortress and menaced by a fanatical rabble, Vell on. 

when he was interrupted by some sentinels who came 
running from the posts near· the Castle. They had 
seen Dundee at the head of fifty horse on the Stirling 
road. That road ran close under the huge. rock on 
which the citadel is built. Gordon had appeared on 
the ramparts, and had made a sign that he had some-
thing to say. Dundee had climbed high enough to 
hear and to be heard, and was then actually. conferring 
with the Duke. Up to that moment the hatred with 
which the Presbyterian members of the assembly re
garded the merciless persecutor of their brethren ~ 
the faith had been restrained by the decorous forms 
of parliamentary deliberation. But now the explosion 
was terrible. Hamilton himself, who, by the acknow· .. 
ledgment of his opponents, had hitherto performed the 
duties of President with gravity and impartiality, was 
the loudest and fiercest man in the hall. "It is high 
time," he cried, "that we should look to ourselves. 
The enemies of our religion and of our civil freedom 
are mustering all around us; and we may well suspect 
that they have accomplices even here. Lock the doors. 
Lay the keys on the table. Let nobody go out but 
those lords and gentlemen whom we shall appoint to 
call the citizens to arms. Ther.e are some good men· 
from the 'Vest in Edinburgh, men for whom I can 
answer." The assembly raised a general cry of assent. 
Several members c..f the majority boasted that they too 
had brought with them trusty retainers who would 
.turn out at a moment's notice against Claverhouse and . 
• !lS dragoons. All that Hamilton proposed was in. 
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stantly done. The Jacobites, silent and unresisting, 
became prisoners. Leven went forth and ordered the 
drums to beat. The Covenanters of Lanarkshire and 
Ayrshire promptly obeyed the signal. The force thus 
assembled had indeed no very military appearance, but 
was amply sufficient to overawe the adherents of the 
House of Stuart. From Dundee nothing was to be 
hoped or feared. He had already scrambled down the 
Castle hill, rejoined his troopers, and galloped west~ 
ward. Hamilton now ordered the doors to be opened. 
The suspected members were at ,liberty to depart. 
Humbled and brokenspirited, yet glad that they had 
come off so well, they stole forth through the crowd ot 
stern fanatics which filled the High Street. All thought 
of secession was at an end .... 

On the following day it was resolved that the king
dom should. be put into a posture of defence. The 
preamble of this resolution contained a severe reflection 
on the perfidy of the traitor who, within a few hours· 
after he had, by an engagement subscribed. with his 
own hand, bound himself not to quit his post in the 
Convention, had set the example of desertion, and 
given the signal of civil war. All Protestants, from 
sixteen to sixty, were orderei! to hold themselves in 
readiness to assemble in arms at the first summons; 
alid, that none might pretend ignorance, it was directed 
that'the edict should be proclaimed at all the market 
crosses throughout the realm. t 

The Estates then proceeded to send a letter of thanks 
to William. To this letter were attached the signatures 
of many noblemen and gentlemen who were in the 
interest of the banished King. The Bishops however 
ll-nanimously refused to subscribe their names. 

It had long been the custom of the Parliaments of 

• Balcarras's Memoirs; MS. in t Act. ParI. Scot., Mar. 19. 168t; 
tbe Library of the Faculty of Ad- History of tbe late Revolution in 
vocates, Scotland, 1690. 
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Scotland to entrust the preparation of Acts to a select CHAP. 

number of members who were designated as the Lords XIIL 

of the Articles. In conformity with this usage, the 1689. 
business of framing a plan for the settling of the go- A.tctom-

• m. ee ap-
vernment was now confided to a COmmittee of twenty pointed to 

four. Of the twenty four eight were peers, eight re- ~r::; go

presentatives of counties, and eight representatives of vernment. 

towns. The majority of the Committee were Whigs; 
and not a single prelate had a seat. 

The spirit of the Jacobites, broken by a succession of 
disasters, was, about this time, for a moment revived by 
the arz.ival of the Duke of Queensberry from London. 
His rank was high: his infiuence was great: his cha
racter, by comparison with the characters of those who 
surrounded him, was fair. When Popery was in the as. 
cendent, he had been true to the cause of the Protestant 
Church; and, since Whiggism had been in the ascendent, 
he had been true to the cause of hereditary monarchy. 
Some thought that, if he had been earlier in his place, 
he might lave been able to render important service to 
the House of Stuart.· Even now the stimulants which 
he applied to his torpid and feeble party produced some 
faint symptoms of returning animation. Means were 
found of communicating with Gordon; and he was 
earnestly solicited to fire on the city. The Jacobites 
hopt;ld that, as soon as the cannon balls had beaten 
down a few chimneys, the Estates would adjourn to 
Glasgow. Time would thus be gained; and the roy .. 
alists might be able to execute their old project of 
meeting in a separate convention. Gordon however 
positively refused to take on himself so grave a respon .. 
sibility on no better warrant than the request of a; 
small cabal. t 

By this time the Estates had a guard on which they 
could rely more :firmly than on the undisciplined and 

• Balcarras. t Ibid. 
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turbulent Covenanters of the W' est. A squadron of 
English. men of war from the Thames had arrived in 
the Frith of Forth. On board were the three Scottish 
regiments which had accompanied William from Holland. 
He had, with great judgment, selected them to protect the 
assembly which was to settle the government of their 
country; and, that no cause of jealousy might be given 
to a people exquisitely sensitive on points of national 
honour, he had purged the ranks of all Dutch soldiers, 
and had thus reduced the number of men to about 
eleven hundred. This little force was commanded by 
Hugh Mackay, a Highlander of noble descent, who 
had served long on the Continent, and who was distin
guished by courage of the truest temper, and b}t a piety 
such as is seldom found in soldiers of fortune. The 
Convention passed a resolution appointing Mackay ge· 
n~ral of their forces. When the question was put on 
this resolution, the Archbishop of Glasgow, unwilling 
doubtless to be a party to such an usurpation of powers 
which belonged to the King alone, begge~ that the 
prelates 'might be excused from voting. Divines, he 
said, had nothing to do with military arrangements. 
" The Fathers of the Church," answered a member very 
keenly, "have been lately favoured with a new light. 
I have myself seen military orders signed by the Most 
Reverend per~on who has suddenly be.come so scrupu
lous. There was indeed one difference: those orders 
were for dragooning Protestants, and the resolution 
before us is meant to protect us from Papists/'''' 

The arrival of Mackay'S troops, and the determina
tion of Gordon to remain inactive, quelled the spirit of 
the J acobites. They had indeed one chance left.· They 
might possibly, by joining with those Whigs who were 
bent on an union with England, have postponed during 

. a considerable time the settlement of the government . 
.. Act. ParI. Scot.; History of the late Revolution. 1690; Memoirs of 

l\orih Britain, 1715. 



WILLIAM AND MARY. 285 

A negotiation was actually opened with this view, but CHAP. 

was speedily broken oft'. For it soon appeared that the XIIL 

party which was . for James was really hostile to the 1689. 
union, and that the party which was for the union was 
really hostile to James. As these two parties had no 
object in common, the only eft'ect of a coalition between 
them must have been that one of them 'would have 
become the tool of the other. The question of the 
union therefore was not raised.· Some Jacobites re-
tired to their country seats: others, though they rEl~ 
mained at Edinburgh, ceased to show themselves in the 
Parliament House: many passed over to the winning 
side; and, when at length the resolutions prepared by 
,the 'Twoenty Four were submitted to the Convention, 
it appeared that the party which on the :first day of 
the session had rallied round Athol had, dwindled 
away to nothing. 

The resolutions had been framed, Jl,S far as possible, ~esolu
in conformity with the example recently set,at West .. ;~:~p:;. 
minster. • In one important point, however, it was abso •• th!! Com· 

lutely necessary that the copy should deviate from the Dllttee. 

original. The Estates of England had brought two 
charges against James, his misgovernment and his 
flight, and had, by using the soft word "Abdication," 
evaded, with some sacrifice of verbal 'precision, the 
question whether subjects may lawfully depose a bad 
prince. . That question the Estates of Scotland could 
not evade. They could not pre~end that James. had 
deserted his post. For he had never, since he came to 
the throne, resided in Scotland. During many years 
that kingdom had been ruled by sovereigns who dwelt 
in another land. The whole machinery of the admini. 
stration had been constructed on the supposition that 
the King would be absent, and was therefore" not neces. 
sarily deranged by that flight' which had, in the south 
of the island, dissolved all governnient, and suspended 

... Baicarraa. 
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the ordinary course of justice. It was only by letter 
that the King could, when he was at Whitehall, com'" 
municate with the Council and the Pa:rliament at Edin
burgh; and by letter he could communicate with them 
when he was at Saint Germains or at Dublin. The 
Twenty Four were therefore forced to propose to the 
Estates a resolution distinctly declaring that James the 
Seventh had by his misconduct forfeited the crown. 
Many writers have inferred from the language of this 
resolution that sound political principles had made a 
greater progress in Scotland than in England. But the 
whole history of the two countries from the Restoration 
to the Union proves this inference to be erroneous. The 
Scottish Estates used plain language, simply because it 
was impossible for them, situated as they were, to use 
evasive language. 

The person who bore the chief part in fraIning the. 
resolution, and in defending it, was Sir John Dalrymple, 
who had recently held the high office of Lord Advocate, 
and had been an accomplice in some of the misdeeds' 
which he now arraigned with great force of reasoning 
and eloquence. He was strenuously supported by Sir 
James Montgomery, m~ber for Ayrshire, a man of 
considerable abilities, but of loose principles, turbulent 
temper, insatiable cupidity, and implacable malevolence. 
Tpe Archbishop of Glasgow and Sir George Mackenzie 
spoke on the other side: but the only effect of their -
oratory was to deprive their party of the advantage of 
being able to allege that the Estates were under duress, 
and that liberty of speech had been denied to the de
fenders of hereditary monarchy. 

When the question was put, Athol, Queensberry, and 
some of their friends withdrew. Only five members. 
voted against the resolution which pronounced that 

.• Tames had forfeited his right to the allegiance of his 
subjects. When it was moved that the Crown of 
Scotland should be settled as the Crown of England 
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had been settled, Athol and Queensberry reappeared CHAP. 

in the hall. They had doubted, they said, whether XIII. 

they could justifiably declare the throne vacant. But, 1689. 
since it had been declared vacant, they felt no doubt 
that William and Mary were the persons who ought to 
:fill it. 

o The Convention then went forth in procession to the William 

. High Street. Several great nobles, attended by the and Mary pro-
Lord Provost of the capital and by the heralds, ascended claimed. 

the octagon tower from which rose the city cross sur- • 
mounted by the unicorn of Scotland." Hamilton read 
the vote of the Convention; and a King at Arms pro-
claimed the new Sovereigns with sound of. trumpet. 
On the same day the Estates issued an order that the 
parochial clergy should, on pain of deprivation, publish 
from their pulpits the proclamation which had just been 
read at the city cross, and should pray for King William 
and Queen Mary. 

Still the interregnum was not at an end. Though The 0 Claim 

the new Sovereigns had been proclaimed, they had not of Right. 

yet been put into possession of the royal authority by a 
formal tender and a formal acceptance. At Edinburgh, 
as at Westminster, it was thOl;tght necessary that the 
instrument which settled the government"should clearly 
define and solemnly assert those privileges of the people 
which the Stuarts had illegally infringed. A Claim of 
Right was therefore drawn up by the Twenty Four, and 
adopted by the Convention. To this Claim, which pur-' 
ported to be merely declaratory of the law as it stood, 
was added a supplementary paper containing a list of 
grievan~es which could be remedied only by new laws. 
One most important article which we should natu- Abolition 
rally expect to. find at the head of such a. list, the Con- ;f Episco

vention, with great practical prudence, but in defiance acy. 

• Every reader will 0 remember inion,. pronounced on the dunces 
the malediction. which Sir Walter who removed ·this inrerestingmo
Scott, in the Fifth Cauto of Mar- nument. 



288 

CHAP. 
XIII. 

~689. 

llISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

of notorious facts and of unanswerable arguments, 
placed in the Claim of Right. Nobody could deny that 
prelacy was established by Act of Parliament. The 
power exercised by the Bishops might be pernicious, 
unscriptural, antichristian: but illegal it certainly was 
not; and to pronounce it illegal was to outrage common 
sense. The Whig leaders however were much more de
sirous to get rid of episcopacy than to prove themselves. 
consummate publicists and logicians. If they made the 
abolition of episcopacy an article of the contract by 
which William. was to hold the . crown, they' attained 
their end, though doubtless in a manner open to much 
criticism. If, on the other hand, they contented them
selves with resolving that episcopacy was a noxious 
inetitution which at some future time the legislature 
w.ould do well to abolish, they might find that',their 
resolution, though unobjectionable in form, was barren 
of consequences. They knew that William by no means 
sympathized with their dislike of Bishops, and that, 
even had he been much more ~ealous for the Calvin~ 
jstic model than he was, the relation in which he stood 
to the Anglican Church would make it difficult and' 
dangerous for him to declare himself hostile to a funda
mental part of the constitution of that Church. If he 
should become King of ScoJland without being fettered 
by any pledge. on this subject, it might well be appre
hended that he would hesitate about passing an Act -
which would be regarded with abhorrence by a large 
body of his subjects in the south of the island. It was 
therefore most desirable that the question should be 
settled while the throne was still vacant. In .this 
opinion many politicians concurred, who had no dislike 
to rochets and mitres, but who wished that William. 
might have a quiet and prosperous reign. The Scot ... 
tish people,-so these men reasoned,-hated episcopacy. 
The English loved it. To leave William any voice in 
the matter was to put him under the necessity of deeply 
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wounding the strongest feelings of one of the nations CHAP. 

d I h L' XIII. which he governe. twas t ere.lore plainly for his own 
interest that the question, which he could not settle in any 1689. 
manner without incurring a fearful amount of obloquy, 
should be settled for him by others who were exposed 
to no such danger. He was not yet Sovereign of Scot ... 
land. While the interregnum lasted, the supreme power 
belonged to the Estates; and for what the Estates might 
do the prelatists of his southern kingdom could not hold 
him responsible. The elder Dalrymple wrote strongly 
from London to this effect; and there can belittle doubt 
that he expressed the sentiments of his master. William 
would have sincerely rejoiced if the Scots could have 
been reconciled to a modified episcopacy. But, since 
that could not be, it was manifestly desirable that they 
should themselves, while there was yet no King over 
them, pronounce the irrevocable doom of the institution 
which they abhorred.-

The Convention, therefore, with little debate as it 
should seem, inserted in the Claim of Right a clause 
declaring that prelacy was an insupportable burden to 
the kingdom, that it had been long odious to the body 
of the people, and thltt it ought to be abolished. 

Nothing in the proceedings at Edinburgh astonishes Torture. 

an Englishman more than the manner in which the 
Estates dealt with the practice of torture. In England 
torture had always been illegal. In the most servile 
times the judges had unanimously pronounced it so; 
Those rulers who had occasionally resorted to it had, as 
far as was possible, used it in secret, had never pre
tended that they had acted in conformity with either 
statute law or common law, and had excused themselves 
by saying that the extraordinary peril to which the 

• "It will be neither secuir nor door." - Dalrymple to Melville, 5 
kynd to the King to expect it be April, 1689; Leven and Melville 
(by) Act of Parliament after the Papers. . , 
setlement, which will lay it .at his 

VOL. III. U 
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state was exposed had forced them to take on'them
selves the responsibility of employing extraordinary 
means of defence. It had therefore never been thought 
necessary by any English Parliament to pass any Act or 
resolution touching this matter. The torture was not 
mentioned in the Petition of Right, or in any of the 
statutes framed by- the Long, Parliament. No mem
ber of the Convention of 1689 dreamed of proposing 
that the instrument which called the Prince and Prin- -
cess of Orange to the throne -should contain a decla
ra,tion against the using of racks and thumbscrews 
for the purpose of forcing prisoners to accuse them
selves. Such a declaration would have been justly re
garded as weakening rather than strengthening a rule 
which, as far back as the days of the Plantagenets, had 
been proudly declared by the most illustrious sages 
of Westminster Hall to be a distinguishing feature of 
the English jurisprudence.... In the Scottish Claim of 
Right, the use of torture, without evidence, or in ordi
nary cases, was declared to be contrary to law. The 
use of torture, therefore, where there was strong evi
dence, and where the crime was extraordinary, was, 
by the plainest implication, declared to be according 
to law; nor did the Estates mention the use of tor
ture among the grievances which required a legisla
tive remedy. In truth, they could not condemn the 
use of torture without condemning themselves. It had 
chanced that, while they were employed in settling the 

_ government, the eloquent and learned Lord President 
Lockhart had been foully murdered in a public street 
through which he was returning from church on a 
Sunday. The murderer was seized, and proved to 
be a wretch who, having treated his wife barbarously 
and turned her out of doors, had been compelled by a 

, decree of the Court of Session to provide for her. A 
savage hatred of the Judges by whom she had been 

• There is a striking passage on this subject in Fortescue. 
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protected had taken possession of his mind, and had 
goaded him to a horrible crime and a horrible fate. It 
was natural that an assassination attended by so many 
circumstances of aggravation should move the indig
nation of the members of the Convention. Yet they 
should have considered the gravity of the conjuncture 
and the importance of their own mission. They unfor
tunately,in the heat of passion, directed the magistrates 
of Edinburgh to strike the prisoner in the boots, and 
named a Committee to superintend the operation. But 
for this unhappy event, it is probable that the law of 
Scotland concerning torture would have been imme-
diately assimilated to the law of England.· 

Having settled the Claim of Right, the Convention 
proceeded to revise the Coronation oath. When this 
had been done, three members were appointed to carry 
the Instrument of Government to London. Argyle, 
though not, in strictness of law, a Peer, was chosen to 
represent the Peers: Sir James Montgomery repre
sented the Commissioners of Shires, and Sir: John Dal-
rymple the Commissioners of Towns. . 

The Estates then adjourned for a few weeks, having 
first passed a vote which empowered Hamilton to take 
such measures as might be necessary for the preserv~ 
ation of the public peace till the end of the inter. 
regnum. 
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The ceremony of the inauguration was distinguished William 

from ordinary pageants by some highly interesting :~~e;~;?e 
circumstances. On the eleventh of May the three Com~ Crown of 

• . h C '1 Ch b Wh' h 11 Scotland. IDlsslOners came to t e OunCl am er at . lte a , 
and thence, attended by almost all the Scotchmen of 
note who were then in London, proceeded to the Ban
queting House. There William and Mary appeared 
seated under a canopy. A splendid circle of English 
nobles and statesmen stood round the throne: but the 

• Act. ParI. Scot., April!. 1689; May 16. 1689; London Gazette, . 
·Orders of Committee of Estates, April 11. 
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sword' of state was commItted to a Scotch lord; and the 
oath of office was administered after the Scotch fashion. 
Argyle recited the words. slowly. The royal pair, hold
ing up their hands towards heaven, repeated after him 
till they came to the last clause .. There William paused. 
That clause contained a promise that he would root out 
all heretics and all enemies of the true worship of God; 
and it was notorious that, in the opinion of many 
Scotchmen, not only all Roman Catholics, but all Pro
testant Episcopalians, all Independents, Baptists and 
Quakers, all Lutherans, nay all British Presbyterians 
who did not hold themselves bound by the Solemn 
League and Covenant, were enemies of the true wor
ship of God." The King had apprised the Commis
sioners that he could not take this part of the oath 
without a distinct and public explanation; and they 
had been authorised by the Convention to give such an 
explanation as would satisfy him. "I will not," he 
now said, "lay myself under any obligation to be a 
persecutor." "Neither the words of this oath," said 
one of the Commissioners, "nor the laws of Scotland, 
lay any such obligation on your Majesty." "In that 

• As it has lately been denied sectaries, to join with whom were 
that the extreme Presbyterians en- repugnsnt to the testimony of the 
tertained an unfavourable opinion of Church of Scotland." In the Pro
the Lutherans, I will give two deci. testation and Testimony drawn up 
sive proofs of the truth of what I have on the 2nd of October 1707, the 
asserted in the text. In the book United Societies complain that the 
entitled Faithful Contendings Dis· crown has been settled on <c the 
played is a report of what passed Prince of Hanover, who has been 
at the General Meeting of the United bred and brought up in the Lu
Societies of Covenanters on the 24th theran religion, wbich is not only 
of October 1688. The question was different from, but even in many 
propounded whether there should be things contrary unto that purity in 
an association with tbe Dutch. " It doctrine, reformation, and religion, 
was concluded unanimously," says we in these nations had attained 
the Clerk of the Societies, «·that we unto, as is very well known." They 

'could not have an association with add:" The admitting such a per
the Dutch in one bOlly, nor come son to reign over us is not only con
formally under their conduct, being trary to our solemn League and 
such a promiscuous conjunction of Covenant, but to the very word oC 
reformed Lutheran maliguants and God itself, Deut. xvii." 
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sense, thEm, I swear," said William.; "and I desire you CHAP. 

all, my lords and gentlemen, to witness that I do so." XIlL 

Even his detractors have generally admitted that on 1689. 

this great occasion he acted with uprightness, dignity, 
and wisdom.-

As King of Scotland, he soon found himself embar- Discontent 

d b II h d'ffi ul" h' h h d of the Co-rasse at every step y ate ~ c tIes w IC a venanters. 
embarrassed him as King of England, and by other 
difficulties which in England were happily unknown. 
In the north of the island, no class was more dissa-
tisfied with the Revolution than the class which owed 
most to the Revolution. The manner in which the 
Convention had decided the. question of ecclesiastical 
polity had not been more offensive to the Bishops 
themselves than to those fiery Covenanters who had 
long, in defiance of sword and carbjn.e, boot and gibbet, 
worshipped their Maker after their· own fashion in 
caverns and on mountain tops. Was there ever, these 
zealots exclaimed, such a halting between two opinions, 
such a compromise between the Lord and Baal? The 
Estates ought to have said that episcopacy was an abo
mination in God's sight, and that, in obedience to his 
word, and from fear of his righteous judgment, they 
were determined to deal with this great national sin 
and scandal after the fashion of those saintly rulers who 
of old cut down the groves and demolished the altars 
of Chemosh and Astarte. Unhappily, Scotland waS 
ruled, not by pious J osiahs, but by careless . Gallios. 
The antichristian hierarchy was to be abolished, not 
because it was an insult to heaven, but because it was 
felt as a burden on earth; not because it was hateful to 
the great Head of the Church, but because it was hate. 
ful to the people. Was public· opinion, then, th!3 test of 

• History of the late Revolution Royal Diary, 1702. The writer of 
in Scotland; London Gazette, May this work professes to have derived 
16. 1689. The official account of his information from a divine who 
what passed was. evidently drawn was present. 
up with great care. See also the 

v:3 
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CHAP. right and wrong .in religion ? Was not the order which 
XIII. Christ had established in his own house to be held 
1689. equally sacred in all countries and through all ages? 

And was there no reason for following that order in 
Scotland except a reason which might be urged with 
equal force for maintaining Prelacy in England, Popery 
in Spain, and Maho~etanism in Turkey? Why, too, 
was nothing said of those Covenants which the nation 
had so generally subscribed and so generally violated? 
Why was it not distinctly affirmed that the promises 
set down in those rolls were still binding, and would to 
the end of time be binding, on the kingdom? Were 
these truths to be suppressed from regard for the feel 
ings and interests of a prince who was all things to 
all men, an ally of the idolatrous Spaniard and of the 
Lutheran Dane, a presbyterian at the Hague and a 
prelatist at Whitehall? He, like Jehu in ancient times, 
had doubtless so far done well that he had been the 
scourge of the idolatrous House of Ahab. But he, like 
Jehu, had not taken heed to walk in the divine law 
with his whole heart, but had tolerated and practised 
impieties differing only in degree from those of which 
he had declared himself the enemy. It would have 
better become godly senators to remonstrate with him 
on the sin which he was committing by conforming to 
the Anglican ritual, and by maintaining the Anglican 
Church government, than to flatter him by using a 
phraseology which seemed to indicate that they were as 
deeply tainted with Erastianism as himself. Many of 
those who held this language refused to do any act 
which could be construed into a recognition of the new 
Sovereigns, and would rather have been fired upon by 
files of musketeers or tied to stakes within low water 
mark than have uttered a prayer that God would bless 

. William and Mary. 
Ministerial Yet the King had less to fear from the pertina
:;:~gf~ cious adherence of these men to their absurd principles, 
Scotland. than from the ambition and avarice of. another set of 
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men who had no principles at all. It was necessary CHAP. 

h h di Xli t at e should imme ately name ministers to con-
duct the government of Scotland: and, name whom 1689. 
he might, he could. not fail to disappoint and irritate 
a multitude of expectants. Scotland was one of the 
least wealthy countries in Europe:. yet no country in 
Europe contained a greater number of clever and self-
ish politicians. The places in the gift of the Crown 
were not enough to satisfy one twentieth part of the 
placehunters, . every one of whom thought that his own 
services had been preeminent, and that, whoever might 
be passed by, he ought to be remembered. William 
did his best to satisfy these innumerable and insatiable 
claimants by putting many offices into commission. 
There were however a few great posts which it was 
impossible to divide. Hamilton was declared Lord Hamilton. 

High Commissioner, in the hope that immense pecu-
niary allowances, a residence in Holyrood Palace,· and 
a pomp and dignity little less than regal, would con-
tent him. The Earl of Crawford was appointed Presi- Crawford. 

dent of the Parliament; and it was supposed that this 
appointment would conciliate the rigid Presbyterians: 
for Crawford was what they called a professor. His 
letters and speeches are, to use his own phraseology, 
exceeding savoury. Alone, or almost alone, among 
the prominent politicians of that time, he retained the 
style which had been f/1shionable in the preceding ge
neration. He had a text of the Old Testament ready 
for every occasion. He £lIed his despatches with al-
lusions to Ishmael and Hagar, Hannah and Eli, Elijah, 
Nehemiah, and Zerubbabel, and adorned his oratory 
with quotations from Ezra and Haggai. It is a cir
cumstance strikingly characteristic of the man, and of 
the school in which he had been trained, that, in all 
the mass of his writing which has come down to. us, 
there is not a single word indicating that he had ever 
in his life heard 'of the New Testament. Even in our 

u 4 
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own time some persons of a peculiar taste have been 
so much delighted by the rich unction of his eloquence, 
that they have confidently pronounced him a saint. To 
those whose habit is to judge of a man rather by his 
actions than by his words, Crawford will appear to 
have been a selfish, cruel politician, who was not at all 
the dupe of his own cant, and whose zeal against epi
scopal government was not a little whetted by his desire 
to obtain a grant of episcopal domains. In excuse 
for his greediness, it ought to be said that he was the 
poorest noble of a poor nobility, and that before the 
Revolution he was. sometimes at a loss for a meal and 
a suit of clothes.:1I' 

The ablest of Scottish politicians and debaters, Sir 
John Dalrymple, was appointed Lord Advocate. His 
father, Sir James, the greatest of Scottish jurists, was 
placed at the head of the Court of Session. Sir Wil
liam Lockhart, a man whose letters prove him to have 
possessed considerable ability, became Solicitor General. 

Sir James Montgomery had flattered himself that he 
should be the chief minister. He had distinguished 
himself highly in the Convention. He had b~en one 
of the Commissioners who had tendered the Crown and 
administered the . oath to the new Sovereigns. In par
liamentary ability and eloquence he had no superior 

• See Crawford's Letters and lands, Bee his letter to Melville of the 
Speeches, passim. His style of 4th of December 1690. As to his 
begging for a place was peculiar. humanity, see his letter to Melville, 
After owning, not without reason, Dec. 11. 1690. All these letters 
that bis heart was deceitful and are among the Leven and Melville 
desperately wicked, he proceeded Papers. The author of An Ac
thus: "The same Omnipotent Being count of the Late Establishment of 
who bath said, when the poor and Presbyterian Government says of 
needy seek water and tbere is none, a person who had taken a bribe 
and their tongue faHelh for thirst, of ten or twelve pounds, tc Had he 
he will . not forsake them; not with- . been as poor as my Lord Crawford, 
standing of my present low condi- perhaps he had been the more 
tion, can build me a house if He excusable." See also the dedica
think fit." -Letter to Melville, of tion of the celebrated tract entitled 
May 28. 1689. As to Crawford's Scotch Presbyterian Eloquence Dis~ 
poverty and his passion for Bishops' played. 



WILLIAM AND AlARY. 297 

among his countrymen, except the new Lord Advocate. CHAP. 

The Secretaryship was, not indeed in dignity, but in XIII. 

real power, the highest office in the Scottish govern~ 1689. 

ment; and this office was the reward to which Mont~ 
gomery thought himself entitled. But the Episcopalians 
and the moderate Presbyterians dreaded him as a man 
of extreme opinions and of bitter spirit. He had been 
a chief of the Covenanters: he had been prosecuted 
at one time for holding conventicles, and at another 
time for harbouring rebels: he had been fined: he had 
been imprisoned: he had been almost driven to take 
refuge from his enemies beyond the Atlantic in the in~ 

. fant settlement of New Jersey. It was apprehended 
that, if he were now armed with the whole power of the 
Crown, he would exact a terrible retribution for what 
he had suffered. - William therefore preferred Melville, Melville. 

who, though not a man of eminent talents, was regarded 
by the Presbyterians as a thoroughgoing friend, and 
yet not regarded by the Episcopalians as an implaca-
ble enemy. Melville fixed his residence at the English 
Court, and became the regular organ of <:ommunication 
between Kensington and the authorities at Edinburgh. 

William had, however, one Scottish adviser who d~ 
served and possessed more in:B.uence than any of the 
ostensible ministers. This was Carstairs, one of the most Carstairs. 

remarkable men of that age. He united great scholastic 
attainments with great .aptitude for civil business, and 
the firm faith and ardent zeal of a martyr with the 
shrewdness and suppleness of a consummate politician. 
In courage and fidelity he resembled Burnet; but he 
had, what Burnet wanted, judgment, self command, and 
a singular power of keeping secrets. There was no post 
to which he might not have aspired if he had been. a 
layman, or a priest of the Church of England. But a 

• Burnet, ii. 23, 24.; Fountain- 1689, in the Leven and Melville 
hall Papers, 13. Aug. 1684; 14. Papers; Pretences of the French 
and 15. Oct. 1684; 8. May, 1685; Invasion Examined; licensed May 
l\Iontgomery- to Melville, June 23. 25. 1692. 
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Presbyterian clergyman could not hope to attain any 
high dignity either in the north or in the south of the 
island. Carstairs was forced to content himself with 
the substance of power, and to leave the semblance to 
others. He was named Chaplain to their Majesties for 
Scotland; but wherever the King was; in England, in 
Ireland, in the ,Netherlands, there was this most trusty 
and most prudent of courtiers. He obtained from the 
royal bounty a modest competence; and he desired no 
more. But it was well known that he could be as 
useful a friend and as formidable an enemy as any 
member of the cabinet; and he was designated at the 
public offices and in the antechambers of the palace by . 
the significant nickname of the Cardinal .... 

Annan
dale j Ross. 

To Montgomery was offered the place of Lord Jus
tice Clerk. But that place, though high and honour
able, he' thought below his merits and his capacity; 
and he returned from London to Scotland with a heart 
ulcerated by hatred of his ungrateful master and of his 
successful rivals. At Edinburgh a knot of. Whigs, as 
severely disappointed as himself by the new arrange
ments, readily submitted to the guidance of so bold and 
able a leader. Under his direction these men, among 
whom the Earl of Annandale and Lord Ross were the 
most conspicuous, formed themselves into a society 
called the Club, appointed a clerk, and met daily at a 
tavern to concert plans of opposition. Round this nu
cleus soon gathered a great body of greedy and angry 
politicians. t With these dishonest malecontents, whose 
object was merely to annoy the government and to get 
places, were leagued other malecontents, who, in the 

'" See the Life and Correspondence 
of Carstairs,' and the interesting 
memorials of him in the Caldwell 

• Papers, printed 1854. See also 
Mackay's character of him, and 
Swift's note. Swift's word is not to 
be taken against a Scotchman and a 

Presbyterian. I believe, however, 
that Carstairs, though an honest and 
pious man in essentials, had his full 
share of the wisdom of the serpent. 

t Sir John Dalrymple to Lord 
Melville, June 18. 20. 25. 1689; 
Leven and Mel ville Papers. 
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course of a long resistance to tyranny, had become so 
perverse and irritable that they were unable to live con
tentedly even under the mildest and most constitutional 
government. Such a man was Sir Patrick Burne. Be 
had returned from exile, as litigious, as impracticable, 
as morbidly jealous of all superior authority, and as 
fond of haranguing, as he had been four·years before, 
and was as much bent on making a merely nominal 
sovereign of William as he had formerly been bent on 
making a. merely nominal general of Argyle. * A man 
far superior morally and intellectually to Bume, Flet
cher of Saltoun, belonged to the same party. Though 
not a member of the Convention, he was a most active 
member of the Club. t Be hated monarchy: he hated. 
democracy: his favourite project was to make Scotland 
an oligarchical republic. The King, if there must be 
a King, was to be a mere pageant. The ~owest class 
of the people were to be bondsmen. The whole power, 
legislative and executive, was to be in the hands of the 
Parliament. In other words, the country was to be ab
solutely governed by a hereditary aristocracy, the most 
needy, the most haughty, and the most quarrelsome in 
Europe. Under such a polity there could have been nei
ther freedom nor tranquillity. Trade, industry, science, 
would have languished; and SCDtland would have been 
a smaller Poland, with a puppet sovereign, a. turbulent 
diet, and an enslaved people. With unsuccessful can
didates for office, and with honest but wrongheaded 
republicans, were mingled· politicians whose course was 
determined merely by fear. Many sycophants, who 
were conscious that they had, in the evil time, done 

,. There is an amusing .descrip. 
tion of Sir Patrick in the Hynd
ford MS., written about 1704, and 
printed among the Carstairs Papers. 
«He is a lover of set speeches, and 
can hardly give audience to private 
friends without them." 

t "No man, though not a memo 
ber, busier than Saltoun." - Lock· 
hart to Melville, July 11. 1689; 
Leven and Melville Papers. See 
Fletcher's own works, and the de. 
scriptions of him in Lockhart's and 
Mackay's Memoirs. . 

299 

CHAP. 
XHI. 

1689. 

Humc; 

Fletcher of 
Saltouu. 



300 IllSTORY OF ENGLAND. 

CHAP. what deserved punishment, were desirous to make their 
XIII. peace with the powerful and vindictive Club, and were 
1689. glad to be permitted to atone for their servility to 

James by their opposition to William.'" The great body 
of Jacobites meanwhile stood aloof, saw with delight 
the enemies of the House of' Stuart divided against 
one another, and indulged the hope that the confusion 
would end in the restoration of the banished king.f 

War While Montgomery was labouring to form out of 
f:ili~s out various materials a party which might, when the Con
Bigblands. vention should reassemble, be powerful enough to dic-

tate to the throne, an enemy still more formidable 
than Montgomery had set up the standard of civil war 
in a region about which the politicians of Westminster, 
and indeed most of the politicians of Edinburgh, knew 
no more than about Abyssinia or Japan. 

State of It is not easy for a modern Englishman, who can 
::d~igh- pass in a day from his club in St. James's Street to his 

shooting box among the Grampians, and who finds in 
his shooting box all the comforts and luxuries. of his 
club, to believe that, in the time of his greatgrand
fathers, St. James's Street had as little connection with 
the Grampians as with the Andes. Yet so it was. In 
the south of our island scarcely any thing was known 
about the Celtic part of Scotland; and what was known 
excited no feeling but contempt and loathing. The 
crags and the glens, the woods and the waters, were 
indeed the same that now swarm every autumn with 
admiring gazers and sketchers. The Trosachs wound 
as now between gigantic walls of rock tapestried with 
broom and wild roses: Foyers came headlong down 
through the birchwood with the same leap and the 
same roar with which he still rushes to Loch Ness; 
and, in defiance of the sun of June, the snowy scalp of 

• Dalrymple says, in a letter of Club; and they all vote alike:" 
the 5th of June .. All the malig- t Balcarras. 
nants, for fear, are come into the 
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Ben Cruachan rose, as it still rises, over 'the willowy 
islets of Loch Awe. Yet none of these sights had 
power, till a recent period, to attract a single poet or 
painter from more opulent and more tranquil regions. 
Indeed, law and police, trade and industry, have done 
far more than people of romantic dispositions will 
readily admit, to develope in our minds a sense of the 
wilder beauties of nature. A traveller must be freed 
from all apprehension of being murdered or starved 
before he can be charmed by the bold outlines and rich 
tints of the hills. He is not likely to be thrown into 
ecstasies by the abruptness of a precipice from which 
he is in imminent danger of falling two thousand feet 
perpendicular; by the boiling waves of a torrent which 
suddenly whirls aways his baggage and forces him to 
run for his life; 'by the gloomy grandeur of a pass where 
he :finds a corpse which marauders have just stripped 
and mangled; or by the screams of those eagles whose 
next meal may probably be on his own eyes. About the 
year 1730, Captain Burt, one of the first Englishmen 
who caught a glimpse of the spots which now allure 
tourists from every part of the civilised world, wrote an 
account of his wanderings. He was evidently a man 
of a quick, an observant, and a cultivated mind, and 
would doubtless, had he lived in our age, have looked 
with mingled awe and delight on the mountains of 
Invernessshire. But, writing with the feeling which 
was universal in his own age, he pronouriced those 
mountains monstrous excrescences. Their deformity, 
he said, was such that the most sterile plains seemed 
lovely by comparison. Fine weather, he complained, 
only made bad worse; for, the clearer the day, the 
more disagreeably did those misshapen masses of gloomy 
brown and dirty purple affect the eye. What a con
trast, he exclaimed, between these horrible prospects 
and the beauties of Ri~hmond Hill!:I Some persons 

• Captain Burt's Letters from Scotland. 
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may think that Burt was a man of vulgar and prosaical 
mind: but they will scarcely venture to pass a similar 
judgment on Oliver Goldsmith. Goldsmith was one 
of the very few Saxons who, more than a century ago, 
ventured to explore the Highlands. He was disgusted 
by the hideous wilderness, and declared that he greatly 
preferred the charming country round Leyden, the vast 
expanse of verdant meadow, and the villas with their 
statues arid grottoes, trim Hower beds, and rectilinear 
avenues. Yet it is difficult to believe that the author of 
the Traveller and of the Deserted Village was naturally 
inferior in taste and sensibility to the thousands of 
clerks and milliners who are now thrown into raptures 
by the sight of Loch Katrine and Loch Lomond.'" His 
feelings may easily be explained. It was not till roads 
had been. cut out of the rocks, till bridges had been 
Hung over the courses of the rivulets, till inns had suc
ceeded to dens of robbers, till there was as little danger 
of being slain or plundered in the wildest defile of 
Badenoch or Lochaber as in Cornhill, that strangers 
could be enchanted by the blue dimples of the lakes and 
by the rainbows which overhung the waterfalls, and 
could derive a solemn pleasure even from the clouds 
and tempests which lowered on the mountain tops. 

The change in the feeling with which thE Lowlanders 
regarded the Highland scenery was closely connected 

• "Shall I tire you with a de- " I was wholly taken up in observing 
scription of this unfruitful country, the face of the country. Nothing 
where I must lead you over their can equal its beauty. Wherever I 
hills all brown with heath, or their turned my eye, fine houses, elegant 
valleys scarce able to feed a rabbit. gard~ns, statues, grottos, vistas pre
• • • Every part of the country sented themselves. Scotland and 
presents the same dismal landscape. this couutry bear the highest con
No grove or brook lend their music trast: there, bills and rocks inter
to cheer the stranger."-Goldsmith cept every prospect; here it is all a 

. to Bryanton, Edinburgh, Sept. 26. continued plain." See Appendix C. 
1753. In a letter written soon to the First Volume of Mr. Forster's 
after from Leyden to the Reverend Life of Goldsmith. 
Thomas Contarine, Goldsmith says, 
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with a change not less remarkable in the feeling with 
which they regarded the Highland race. It is not 
strange that the Wild Scotch, as they were sometimes 
called, should, in the seventeenth century, have been 
considered by the Saxons as mere savages. But it is 
surely strange that, considered as savages, they should 
not have been objects of interest and curiosity. The 
English were then abundantly inquisitive about the 
manners of rude nations separated from our island by 
great continents and oceans. Numerous books were 
printed describing the laws, the superstitions, the cabins, 
the repasts, the dresses, the marriages, the funerals of 
Laplanders and Hottentots, Mohawks and Malays. 
The plays and poems of that age are full of allusions 
to the usages of the black men of Mrica and of the 
red men of America. The only barbarian about whom 
there was no wish to have any information was the 
Highlander. Five or six years after the Revolution, 
an indefatigable angler published an account of Scot
land. He boasted that, in the course of his rambles 
from lake to lake, and from brook to brook, he had left 
scarcely a nook of the kingdom unexplored. But, when 
we examine his narrative, we find that he had never 
ventured beyond the extreme skirts of the Celtic region. 
He tells us that even from the people who lived close 
to the passes he could learn little or nothing about the 
Gaelic population. Few Englishmen,he says, had ever 
seen Inverary. All beyond Inverarywas chaos.«- In 
the reign of George the First, a work was published 
which professed to give a most exact account of Scot
land; and in this work, consisting of more than three 
hundred pages, two contemptuous paragraphs were 

• Northern Memoirs, by R. the creation left undressed; rubbish 
Franck Philanthropus, 1694. The thrown aside when the magnificent 
author had caught a few glimpses fabric of the world was created j 8S 

of Highland scenery, and speaks of void of form as the natives are 
it much as Burt spoke in the follow- indigent of morala and good man 
ing generation: "It is a part of ners." 
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thought sufficient for the Highlands and the High
landers.oK< We may well doubt whether, in 1689, one in 
twenty of the well read gentlemen who assembled at 
Will's coffeehouse knew that, within the four seas, and 
at the distance of less than five hundred miles from 
London, were many miniature courts, in each of which 
a petty prince, attended by guards, by armom: bearers, 
by musicians, by a hereditary orator, by a hereditary 
poet laureate, kept a rude state, dispensed a rude jus
tice, waged wars, and concluded treaties. While the 
old Gaelic institutions were in full vigour, no account 
of them was given by any observer, qualified to judge 
of them fairly. Had such an observer studied the cha
racter of the Highlanders, he would doubtless have 
found in it closely intermingled the good and the bad 
qualities of an uncivilised nation. He would have 
found that the people had no love for their country or 
for their king; that they had no attachment to any 
commonweal~h larger than the clan, or to any magis,.; 
trate superior to the chief. He would have found that 
life was governed by a code of morality and honour 
widely different from that which is established in peace
ful and prosperous societies. He would have learned 
that a stab in the back, or a shot from behind a frag
ment of rock, were approved modes of taking satisfaction 
for in,sults. He would have heard men relate boastfully 
how they OJ: theIr fathers had wreaked on hereditary 
enemies in a neighbouring valley such vengeance as 
would have made old soldiers of the Thirty Years' War 
shudder. He would have found that robbery was held 
to be a calling, not merely innocent, but honourable. 
He would have seen, wherever he turned, that dislike 
of steady industry, and that disposition to throw on the 
weaker sex the heaviest part of manual labour, which 

. are characteristic of savages. He would have been 

.. Journey through Scotland, by the autl.or of the Journey through 
England, 1728. 
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struck by the spectacle of athletic men basking fn: th~ 
sun, angling for salmon, or taking Q.im at grouse, while 
their aged mothers, their pregnant wives, their tender 
daughters, were reaping the scanty harvest of oats. Nor 
did the women repine at their hard lot. In their' view it 
was quite fit that a man, especially if he assumed the ari
stocratic .title of Duinhe Wassel and adorned his bonnet 
with the eagle;s feather, should take his ease, except when 
he was fighting, hunting, or marauding. To mention the 
name of such a man in connection with commerce or 
with any mechanical art was. an insult. Agriculture 
was indeed less despised. Yet a highborn 'warrior was 
much more becomingly employed in plundering. the 
land of others than in tilling his own. The religion of 
the greater part of the Highlands was a rude mixture 
of Popery and Paganism. The symbol of redeinption 
was associated with heathen sacrifices and incantations. 
Baptized men poured libations of ale to one Dremon, 
and set out drink offerings of mIlk for another. Seers 
wrapped themselves up in bulls' hides, and awaited, in. 
that vesture, the inspiration which was to reveal the 
future. Even among those minstrels and' genealogists 
whose hereditary vocation was to preserve the memory of 
past events, an enquirer would have found very few who 
could read. In truth, he might easily have journeyed 
from sea. to sea without discovering a page of GaeliC' 
printed or written. The price which he would have had 
to pay for his knowledge of the country would have been 
heavy. He would have had to endure hardships as' 
great as" if he had sojourned among the Esquimaui or 
the Samoyeds. Here 'and ,there, indeed, at. the castle. 
of some great lord who had a seat in the Parliament 
and Privy Council, and who was accustomed to pass 
a large part of his life in the cities of the South, might 
have been found wigs and embroidered coats, 'plate and 
fine linen, lace and jewels, French dishes and' French 
wines. But, in general, the traveller would have been 
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forced to content himself with very different quarters .. 
In many dwellings the furniture, the food, the clothing, 
nay the very.hair and skin of his hosts, would have put 
his philosophy to the proof. His lodging would some
times have been ina hut of which every nook would 
have swarmed with vermin. He would have inhaled 
an atmosphere· thick with peat smoke, and foul with 
a hundred noisome exhalations. At supper grain fit 
only for horses would have been set before him, ac
companied by a cake of blood drawn from living cows. 
Some of the company wit~ which he would have feasted 
would have been covered with cutaneous eruptions, and 
others would ~ave been smeared with tar like sheep. 
His c~)Uch would have been the bare earth, dry or wet 
as the weather might be; and .from that couch he would· 
have ri~m half poisoned with stench, half blind with the 
reek of turf, and half mad with the itch." 

This is not an attractive picture. And yet an en
lightened an.d dispassionate observer would have found 
in the character and manners of this rude people some
thing. which might well excite admiration. and a good 
hope. Their ,courage was what great exploits achieved 
in all the four quarters o( the globe have since proved 
it to be. Their intense. attachment to their own tribe 
and to their. own patriarch, though politically a great 
evil, partook of the nature of. virtue. The sentiment. 
was misdirected and ill regulated; but still it. was he .. 
roic. There must be some elevation of soul in .a man 
who loves the society of which he is a member and the. 
leader whom he follows with a love stronger. than the, 
love of li£e. It was true that the Highlander had few. 
scruples about shedding the blood of an enemy: but it 
was not less true that he had high notions of, the duty: 

• Almost aU. these circumstances 
are taken from Burt's Letters. For 
the tar, I am indebted to ClelanU's 
poetry. In his verses on the "High. 

land Host" he says: 

.. The reason is, they're sm~d with tar, 
Which doth defend their head and neck,' 
J Qst as it doth their ~eep protect." . 
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of observing faith to allies and hospitality to gUests. 
It was true that his predatory habits were most perni
cious to the commonwealth. Yet those erred greatly 
who imagined that he bore any resemblance to villains 
who, in rich and well governed communities, live by 
.stealing. When he drove before him the herds of Low:' 
land farmers up the pass which led to his ·native glen, 
he no more considered himself as a thief than the 
Raleighs and Drakes considered themselves as thieves 
when they divided the cargoes of Spanish galleons. He 
was a warrior seizing lawful prize of war, of war ne~ 
ver once intermitted during the thirty five generations 
which had passed away since the Teutonic invaders had 
driven the children of the soil to the mountains. That, 
if he was caught robbing on such principles, he should, 
for the protection of peaceful industry, be punished 
with the utniost rigour of the law was perfectly just~ 
But it was not just to class him morally with .the pick~ 
pockets who infested Drury Lane Theatre, or the high~ 
waymen who stopped coaches on Blackheath. His 
inordinate pride of birth and his' contempt for laboul' 
and trade were indeed great weaknesses, 'and had done 
far more than the inclemency of the air and the sterility 
of the soil to keep his country poor and rude; Yet even 
here there was some cqmpensation. It must in fairness 
be acknowledged that the patrician virtues were not 
less widely diffused amorigthepopulation of the High
lands than the patrician vices. . As there was no other, 
part of the island where men, sordidly' clothed, lodged, 
and fed, indulged themselves to such a degree in the 
idle sauntering habits of an aristocracy, so there was 
no other part of the i!;lland wher~ such men had ~ such 
a degree the better qualities of an aristocracy, grace 
and dignity" of manner, selfrespect, and that noble 
sensibility which makes dishonour more terrible than 
death. A gentleman of this. sort, whose clothes were 
begrimed with the accumulated iilth of years, and whose 
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hovel smelt worse than an English hogstye, would 
often do the honours of that hovel with a lofty courtesy 
worthy of the splendid circle of Versailles. Though he 
had as little booklearning as the most stupid plough
boys of England, it would have been a great error 
to put him in the same intellectual rank with such 
ploughboys. It is indeed only by reading that men 
can become profoundly acquainted with any science. 
But the arts of poetry and rhetoric may be carried near 
to absolute perfection, and may exercise a mighty 
influence on the public mind, in an age in which books 
are wholly or almost wholly unknown. The first great 
painter of life and manners has described, with a viva
city which makes it impossible to doubt that he was 
copying from nature, the effect produced by eloquence 
and song on audiences ignorant of the alphabet. It 
is probable that, in the Highland councils, men who 
would not have been qualified for the. duty of parish 
clerks sometimes argued questions of peace. and war, 
of tribute and homage, with ability worthy of Halifax 
and Caermarthen, and that, at the Highland banquets, 
minstrels who did not know their letters sometimes 
poured forth rhapsodies in which a discerning critic 
might have found passages which would have reminded 
him of the tenderness of Otway or of the vigour of 
Dryden. 

There was therefore even then evidence sufficient to 
justify the belief that no natural inferiority had kept 
the Celt far behind the Saxon. It might safely have 
been predicted that, if ever an efficient police should 
make it impossible for the Highlander to avenge his 
wrongs by violence a~d to supply his wants by ra
pine, if ever his faculties should be developed by the 
civilising influence of the Protestant religion and of 
the English language, if ever he should transfer to his 
country and to her lawful magistrates the affection and 
respect with which he had been taught to regard his 
own petty community and his own petty prince, the' 
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.kingdom would obtain an immense accession of strength 
for all the purposes both of peace and of war. 

Such would doubtless have been the decision of a 
well informed and impartial judge. But no such judge 
was then to be found. Tbe Saxons who dwelt far from 
the Gaelic provinces could not be well informed. The 
Saxons who dwelt near those provinces could not be 
impartial. National enmities have always been·fiercest 
among borderers; and the enmity between the High
landborderer and the Lowland borderer along the 
whole frontier was the growth of ages, and was kept 
fresh by constant injuries. One day many square 
miles of pasture land were swept bare by armed plun· 
derers from the hills. Another day a score of plaids 
dangled in a row on the gallows of Crieff· or Stirlirig. 
Fairs were indeed held on the debatable land for the 
necessary interchange of commodities. But to those 
fairs both parties came prepared for battle; and the 
.day often ended in bloodshed. Thus the Highlander 
was an object of hatred to his Saxon neighbours; and 
from his Saxon rieighbours those Saxons who dwelt far 
from him learned the very little that they cared· to 
know about his habits. When the English conde
scended to think of him at all,-and it was seldom ·that 
they did so,-they considered him as a filthy abject 
savage, a slave; a Papist, a cutthroat, a~d a thief.'" 

• A striking illustration of the diately follows his creation may be 
opinion which was entertained of quoted, I hope, without much of
the Highlander by his Lowland fence. 
neighbours, and which was by them .. Says God ~ the BieIan:dmnn, 'Quhair 
communicated to the English, will wilt thou now? ' 
be found in a volume of Miscel- • I will down to the Lowlands, Lord, and 
Ia . bI" b d b Ali B h' there steal a cow.' . mes pu IS e y ra e n In • Ffy,' quod St. Peter, 'thou wilt never 
J 681;. One of the most curious do weel, 
pieces in the collection is a coarse • An thou, but new made, so SUlle gail 
and profane Scoteb poem entitled, • Um~"'~~ the illelandman, and swore 
"How the first Hielandman was by yon kirk, 
made." How and of what materials 'So long as I may geir get to steal, will 
he was made I shall not venture to I nevir work.' .. 
relate. The dialogue . which imme- Another Lowland Scot, the .brave 
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Thi~ contemptuous loathing lasted till the year 1745, 
and was then for a moment succeeded by intense fear 
and rage. England, thoroughly alarmed, put forth her 
whole strength. The Highlands were subjugated ra
pidly, completely, and for ever. During a short time 
the' English nation,· still heated by the recent con:fl.ict, 
breathed nothing but vengeance. The slaughter on the 
:field of battle and on the scaffold was not sufficient 
to slake the public thirst for blood. The sight of the 
tartan inflamed the populace of London with hatred, 
which showed itself. by unmanly outrages to defence
less captives. A political and social· revolution took 
place through the whole Celtic region. The power 
of the chiefs was destroyed: the people were disarmed: 
the use of the old national garb was interdicted: 
the old predatory habits were effectually broken; 
and scarcely had this change been accomplished when . 
a strange reflux of public feeling began. Pity sue· 
ceeded to aversion. The nation execrated the cruelties 
which had be~n committed on the Highlanders, and 
forgot that for those cruelties it was itself answerable. 
Those very Londoners; who, while the memory' of the 
march to Derby was still fresh,had thronged to hoot 
and pelt the rebel prisoners, now fastened on the 
prince who had put down the rebellion the nickname 
of Butcher. Those barbarous institutions and usages, 
which, while they were in full force, no Saxon had 
Colonel Cleland, about the same 
time, describes the Highlander in 
the same manner: 
" For a misobliging word 

She'll dirk her neighbour o'er the board. 
If any ask her of her drift, 
Forsooth, her nainself lives by tIIelt." 

Much to the same effect are the 
very few words wllich Franck Phi· 
Ian thropus ( ] 694) spares to the 
Highlanders: "They live like lairds 
and die like loons, hating to work 
and no credit to horrow: they make 
depredations and rob their neigh-

bours." In the History of the Re· 
volution in Scotland, printed at 
Edinburgh in ] 690, is the follow
ing passage: "The Highlanders of 
Scotland are a sort of wretches that 
have no other consideration of ho
nour, .friendship, obedience, or go
vernment, than as, by any alteration 
of affairs or revolution in the go. 
vernment, they can improve to them. 
selves an opportunity of robbing or 
plundering their bordering neigh. 
bours." 
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thought worthy of . serious examination, or had men
tioned except with contempt, had no sooner ceased to 
exist than they became objects of curiosity, of interest, 
even of admiration. Scarcely had the chiefs been 
turned in~mere landlords, when it became the fashion to 
draw invidious comparisons between the rapacity of the 
la,ndlord and the indulgence of the chief. Men seemed 
to have forgotten that the ancient Gaelic polity had been 
found to be incompatible with the authority of law, 
had obstructed the progress of civilisation, had more 
than once brought on the empire the curse of civil 
war. As they had formerly seen only the odious side of 
that polity, they' could now see only the pleasing side .. 
The old tie, they said, had been parental: the new tie 
was purely commercial. What could be more lament
able than that the head of a tribe should eject, for a 
paltry arrear of rent, tenants who were his oWn flesh and 
blood, tenants whose forefathers had often with their 
bodies covered his forefathers on the field of battle? 
As long as there were Gaelic marauders, they had been 
regarded by the Saxon population as hateful veI"IIiin 
who ought to be exterminated without mercy .. As 
soon as the extermination had been accomplished, as 
soon as cattle were as safe in the Perthshirepasses as 
in Smithfield market, the freebooter was exalted into a 
hero of romance. As long as the Gaelic dress was 
worn, the Saxons had pronounced it hideous, ridicUlous, 
nay, grossly indecent. Soon after it. had been pro'" 
hibited, they discovered that it was the most graceful 
drapery in Europe. The Gaelic monuments, the Gaelic 
usages, the Gaelic superstitions, the Gaelic verses, dis
dainfully neglecte~ during many ages, began to attract 
.the attention of the learned from the moment at which 
.the peculiarities of the Gaelic race began to disappear~ 
So strong was this impulse that, where the High..
lands were concerned, men of sense gave ready cre
dence to stories without evidence, and men of taste 
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gave rapturous applause to compositions without 'merit. 
Epic poems,. which any skilful and dispassionate critic 
would at a glance have perceived to be almost entirely 
modern" and which, if they had been published as 
'modern, would have instantly found their proper place 
in company with Blackmore's Alfred and Wilkie's Epi
goniad, were pronounced to be fifteen hundred years 
old, and were gravely classed with the Iliad. 'Writers 
of a very different order from the impostor who fabri
cated these forgeries saw how striking an effect might 
be produced by skilful pictures of the old Highland'life. 
Whatever was repulsive was softened down: whatever 
was graceful and noble was brought. prominently for
ward. Some of these works were executed with such 
admirable art that, like the historical plays of" Shak
speare, they superseded history. The visions of the 

,poet were realities to his readers. The places which 
he described became holy ground, and were visited by 
thousands of pilgrims. Soon the Vulgar imagination 
WitS so completely occupied by plaids, targets, and clay
mores, that, by most Englishmen, Scotchman and High
lander were regarded as synonymous words. Few 
people seemed to be aware that, at no remote period, a 
Macdonald or a Macgregor in his tartan was to a citizen 
of Edinburgh or Glasgow what an Indian hunter in his 
war paint is to an inhabitant of Philadelphia or Boston. 
Artists and actors represented Bruce and Douglas in 
'striped petticoats. They might as well have represented 
Washington brandishing a tomahawk, and girt with a 
string of scalps. At length this fashion. reached a 
point beyond which it was not easy to proceed. The 
last British King who held a court in Holyrood thought 
that he could not give a more striking proof of his re
spect for the usages which had prevailed in Scotland 

'before the Union, than by disguising himself in what, 
before the Union, was considered by nme Scotchmen 
out of ten as the dress of a thief.' , 
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°Thus it has chanced that the old Gaelic iristit'utiohs .cHAP. 

xhi . h XIII. and manners have never been e bited m t e simple 
light of truth. Up to the middle of the last century, I689. 
they were seen through one false medium: they have 
since been seen through another. Once they loomed 
dimly through an obscuring and distorting haze of pre .. 
judice; and no sooner had that fog dispersed than they 
appeared bright with all the richest tints of poetry. 
The time when a perfectly fair picture could have been 
painted has now passed away. The origiDal has long 
disappeared: no authentic effigy exists; 0 and all that is 
possible is to produce an imperfect likeness by the help 
of two portraits, of which one is a coarse caricature' and, 
the other a masterpiece of flattery. 

Among the erroneous notions which have been com.. Peculiar 

monly received concerning the history and character of J:::~~~t?f 
the Highlanders is one which it is especially necessary in the l8III 

to correct. During the century which commenced with Highlands 

the campaign of Montrose, and terminated with the 
campaign of the young Pretender, every great mili· 
tary exploit which was 0 achieved on British ground in, 
the cause of the House of Stuart 0 was achieved by the 
valour of Gaelic tribes. The English have therefore 
very naturally ascribed to those trib~s the feeliD.gs of 
English cavaliers, profound reverence for the royal of· 
fice, and enthusiastic attachment to the royal family. 
A close inquiry however will show that the strength of 
these f'!elings among the Celtic clans has been greatly 
exagg~rated. . 

In studYing the history of our civil contentions,-we 
must never forget that· the same names, badges, and 
warcries had very different meanings in diiferent parts 
of the British isles. We have already seen how little 
there was in common between the J acobitism of Ireland 
and the J acobitism of England. The J acobitism of the 
Scotch Highlander was, at least hI the seventeenth cen~ 
tury, a third variety, quite distinct from the other two. 
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The Gaelic' population was far indeed from holding the 
doctrines of passive obedience and nonresistance. ~ 
fact disobedience and resistance made up the ordinary 
life of that population. Some of those very clans which 
it has been the fashion to describe as so enthusiastically 
loyal that they were prepar~d to stand by James to the 
death, even when he was in the wrong, had never, while 
he was on the throne, . paid the smallest respect to his 
authority, eVIID when he was clearly in the right. Their 
practice, their. calling, had been to disobey and to-defy 
him. Some of them had actually been proscribed by 
sound of horn for the crime of withstanding his lawful 
commands, and would have torn to pieces without scru
ple any of his officers who had dared to venture beyond 
the passes for the' purpose of executing his warrant. 
The English Whigs were accused by their opponents of 
holding doctrines. dangerously lax touching the obedience 
due to the chief magistrate. Yet no respectable English 
Whig ever defended rebellion, except as a rare and ex
treme remedy- for rare and extreme evils. But among 
those Celtic chiefs whose loyalty has been the theme of 
so much warm .eulogy were some whose whole existence 
from boyhood upwards had been one long rebellion. Such 
men, it is evident, were not likely to see the Revolution 
in the light in which it appeared to an_ Oxonian n9njuror. 
On the other hand they were not, like the aboriginal Irish, 
urged to take armS by impatience of Saxon domination. 
To such domination the Scottish celt had never been 
subjected. He occupied his own wild and sterile region, 
and followed his own national usages. In his dealings 
with the Saxons, he was rather the oppressor than· the 
oppressed. He exacted black mail from them: he drove 
away their flocks and herds; and they seldom dared to 
pursue him to his native wilderness. They had never 

,portioned out among themselves his dreary region of 
moor and shingle. He had never seen the tower. of his 
hereditary chieftains occupied by an usurper who coul~ 
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not speak Gaelic, and who lr)okeu on all who' spoke it CHAP! 

as brutes and slaves; nor had his natiOlial and reli~ ;XUL 

gious feelings ever been outraged by the power, and 1689. 
splendour of a church, which he regarded as at once 
foreign and heretical. . 

The real explanation o.fthereadinesswith which a large 
part of the population of the Highlands, twice in the 
seventeenth century, drew the sword for the Stuarts' is 
to be found in the internal quarrels which divided the 
commonwealth of clans. For there was a commonwealth 
of clans, the. image, on a re~uced scale, of the great 
commonwealth of European nations. In the smaller of 
these two commonwealths, as in the larger, there were 
wars, treaties, alliances,' dispu.tes about territory and 
precedence, a system of public law, a balance of power. 
There was one inexhaustible source of discontents and 
disputes. The feudal system had, some centuries be,. 
fore, been introduced into the hill country, but had 
neither d~stroyed the patriarchal system nor amalga~ 
mated completely with, it. 'In general he who was lord 
in the Norman polity was also chief in the Celtic polity; 
and, when this was the case, there was no conflict. But, 
when the two characters 'were separated, all the willing 
and ~oyal obedience was reserved for the chief. . The 
lord had only what he could get and hold by. force. If 
he was able, by the help of his own tribe, to keep in J;u~ 
jection tenants who were not of his own tribe, there 
was a; tyranny, of clan over clan, the .. :rJlQst ,galling, 
perhaps,. of all forms of tyranny •. At 'different times 
different races had risen to an authority which 'had pr07 
duced general fear and envy. The Macdonalds had Jealousy of 

once possessed, in the .Hebrides and ,throughout the !~~:~~~~; 
mountain country of Argyleshire and Invernessshire, an Campb.lIs.. 

ascendency similar to that which the House of ,Austria 
.had once possessed in Christendom. But the ascen~ 
dency of the Macdonalds had, like the ascendency of 
the House of Austria, passed away; ~nd the Campbellsj 
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the children of Diarmid, had become i,n the High~ 
lands what the Bourbons had become in Europe. The 
parallel might be carried far. Imputations similar to 
those which it was the fashion to throw on the French 
government' were thrown on the Campbells. A peculiar 
dexterity, a peculiar plausibility of address, a peculiar 
contempt for all the obligations of good faith, were as
cribed, with or without reason, to the dreaded race. 
"Fair and false like a Campbell" became a proverb. 
It was ,said that Mac Callum More after Mac Callum 
More had, with unwearie~, unscrupulous, and unrelent
ing ambition, annexed mountain after mountain and 
island after island to the original domains of his House. 
Some tribes had been expelled from. their territory, 
some compelled to pay tribute, some incorporated with 
the conquerors. At length the number of fighting men 
who bore the name of CampbeP. was su:fficientto meet 
in the field ,of battle the combined forces of all the other 
western clans.:II: It was during those civil troubles 
which commenced in 1638 that the power of this aspir
ing family reached the zenith. The Marquess of Argyle 
. was the head of a party as well as the head of a tribe. 
Possessed of two different kinds of authority, he used 
each of them in such a way a'S to extend and fortify the 
other. The knowledge that he could bring into the 
field the claymores of five thousand half heathen moun
taineers added to his influence among the austere Pres
byterians who filled the Privy Council and the General 
Assembly at Edinburgh. His influence at Edinburgh 
added to the terror which he inspired among the moun-

• Since this passage was written Western Islands of Mull, lla, &c., 
J was much pleased by finding that stirred up other clans to enter into a 
Lord Fountainhall used, in July combination for bearing him downe, 
1676, exactly the same illustration like the confederat forces of Ger. 

"which had occurred to me. He says manie, Spain, Holland, &e., against 
·that "Argyle's ambitious grasping the growth of the French." 
at the mastery of the Highlands and 
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tains. Of all the Highland princes whose history IS 
well known to us he was the greatest and most dreaded. 
It was while his neighbours were watching the increase 
of his power with hatred which fear could scarcely keep 
down that Montrose called them'to arms. The call 
waS' promptly obeyed. A powerful coalition of clans 
waged war, nominally for King Charles, but really 
against Mac Callum More. It is not easy for any per
son who has studied the history of that contest to doubt 
that, if Argyle had supported the cause of monarchy, 
his neighbours would have declared against it. Grave 
writers tell of the 'victory gained at Inverlochy by the 
royalists over the rebels. But the peasants who dwell 
near the spot speak more accurately. They talk of 
the great battle won there by the Macdonalds over the 
Campbells. ' 

The feelings which had produced the 'coalition against 
the Marquess of' Argyle retained their force long after 
his death. His son, Earl Archibald, though a man of 
many eminent virtues, inherited, with the ascendency of 
'his ancestors, the unpopularity which such ascendency 
could scarcely fail to produce. In 1675, sever~l warlike 
tribes formed a confederacy against him, but were com
pelled to submit to the superior force which was at his 
command. There was. therefore great joy from sea to 
sea when, in 1681, he was arraigned on a futile charge, 
condemned to death, driven into exile, and deprived of 
his dignities. There was great alal'IIi when, in 1685, 
he returned ,from banishment, and sent forth the fiery 
cross to summon his kinsmen to his standard; and there 
was again great joy when his enterprise' had failed~ 
when his army had melted away, when his head had 
been fixed on the Tolbooth of Edinburgh, and when those 
chiefs who had regarded him as an oppressor had ob
tained from the Crown, on easy terms; remissions of 
old debts and grants of new titles. While England 
and Scotland generally were execrating the tyranny of 
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J ames~ he was· honoured as a deliverer in Appin and 
Lochaber, in Glenroy and Glenmore.:iI= The hatred ex
cited by the power and ambition of the House of Argyle 
was not satisfied even when the head of that House had 
perished, when his children were fugitives, when stran
gers garrisoned the Castle of Inverary, and wherr the 
whole shore of Loch Fyne was laid waste by fire and 
sword. It was said that the terrible precedent which 
had been set in the case of the Macgregors ought to be 
followed, and that it ought to be mad!:l a crime to bear 
the odious name of Campbell. 

Ona sudden all was changed. The Revolution came. 
The heir of Argyle returned in triumph. He was, as 
his predecessors had been, the head, not only of a tribe, 
but of a party. The sentence which had deprived him 
of his estate and of his honours was treated by the ma
jority of the Convention as a nUllity. The doors of the 
Parliament House were thrown open to him: he was 
selected from the whole body of Scottish nobles to ad
minister the oath of office to the new Sovereigns; and 
he was authorised to raise· an army on his domains for 
the service of the Crown. He would now, doubtless, 
be as powerful as the most powerful of his ancestors. 
Backed by the strength of the Government, he would 
demand all the long and heavy arrears of rent and 
tribute which were due to him from his neighbours, and 
would exact revenge for· all the injuries and insults 
which his family had suft'ered. There- was terror and 
agitation in the castles of twenty petty kings. The un
easiness was great among the Stewarts of Appin, whose 
territory was close pressed by the sea on one side, and 
by the race of Diarmid on the other. The Macnaghtens 

• In the introduction to the Me_ the Highlanders to support King 
moira of Sir Ewan Cameron is a James were substantially the same 

• very semrlble remark: "It may ap- as those by which the promoters of 
P!!Br paradoxical: but the editor can- the Revolution were actuated." 'fhe 
not help hazarding the conjecture whole introduction, indeed, well de
that . the motives which prompted servea to be read. 
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were still. more alarmed. Once they had been the masters CHAP. 

of those beautiful valleys through which the Ara and the XIIL 

Shira flow into Loch Fyne. But the Campbells had pre., 1689'. 

vailed. The Macnaghtens had been reduced to subjection, 
and had, gener!.ttion after generation, looked up with awe 
and·detestation to the neighbouring Castle of Inverary. 
They had recently been promised a complete emancipa .. 
tion. A grant, by virtue ,of which their chief would 
have held his estate immediately from the Crown, ha<l 
been prepared, and was about to pass the seals, when 
the Revolution suddenly extinguished a hope which 
amounted almost to certainty.· 

The Macleans remembered that, only fourteen years The Mac· 

before, their lands had been invaded and the seat of leans. 

their chief taken and garrisoned by the Campbells. t 
Even before William and Mary had been proclaimed 
at Edinburgh, a Maclean, deputed doubtless by the head 
of his tribe, had crossed the sea to Dublin, and had 
assured James that, if two or' three battalions from 
Ireland were landed. in .A.rgyleshire, 'they would be im .. 
mediately joined by four thousand four hundred clay"l 
mores.: ' 

A similar spirit animated the .Camerons. " Their. The Came

ruler, Sir Ewan .Cameron, of Lochiel, surnamed the L':c'::iel. 

, •• Skene'. Highlander~ of Scot.. "the Argyle impostor." in another. 
land; Douglas's Baron~e of Scot- page he is "the insidious Campbell; 
land. fertile in villany." "the avaricious. 

t See the Memoirs of the Life of slave."" the coward of Argyle,'· and 
Sir Ewan Cameron, aod the Histo. "the Scotch traitor." In the nex~ 
ncal and Genealogical Account of the page he is .. the' base 'and vinruc. 
Clan Maclean, by aSenachie. Though, tive enemy of the: House 'of Maco: 
this last work waa published so late lean,"" the hypocritical Covenanter." 
as 1838, the writer seems to have '<0 the incorrigible traitor,'" "the 
been inflamed by animosity aa fierce cowardly and' malignant enemy.'~ 
as that with which the Macleans of It is a happy thing' that passiomi 
the seventeenth century regarded the so violent call now vent themselves 
Campbellll; . III the short compass only in s~olding. 
of one page the Marquess of Argyle is, ~ Le~ter of Avaux to Louvois" 
designated aa rt the diabolical Scotch April -/r;. ] 689. enclosing a p~ 
Cromwell," t< the vile vindictive per· per entitled M~moire du Chevalier 
lecutor." "the base traitor: and Macklean. .." . . , , .. ) 
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Black,was in personal qualities unrivalled among the 
Celtic princes~ He was a gracious master, a trusty 
ally, a terrible enemy. His countenance and bearing 
were singularly noble. Some persons who had been at 
Versailles, and among them the shrewd and observant 
Simon Lord Lovat, said that there was, in person and 
manner, a most striking resemblance between Lewis the 
Fourteenth and Lochiel; and whoever compares the 
portraits of the two will perceive that there really was 
some likeness. In stature the difference was great. 
Lewis, in spite of highheeled shoes and a towering wig, 
hardly reached the middle size. Lochiel was tall and 
strongly built; In agility and skill at his weapons he 
had few equals among the inhabitants of the hills. He 
had repeatedly been victorious in single combat. He 
was a hunter of great fame. He made vigorous war 
on the wolves which, down to his time, preyed on the 
red deer of the Grampians; and by his hand perished 
the last of the ferocious breed which is known to have 
wandered at large in our island. Nor was Lochielless 
distinguished by intellectual than by bodily vigour.
He might indeed have seemed ignorant to educated and 
travelled Englishmen, who had studied the classics 
under Busby at Westminster and un,der Aldrich at 
Oxford, who had learned something about the scienc~s 
among Fellows of the Royal Society, and somethinK 
about the fine arts in the galleries of Florence and Rome. 
But though Lochiel had very little knowledge of books, 
he was eminently wise in council, eloquent in debate,: 
ready in devising expedients, and skilful in managing 
the minds of men. His understanding preserved him 
from those follies into which' pride and anger frequently 
hurried his brother chieftains. Many, therefore, who
regarded his brother chieftains as mere barbarians) 

, mentioned him with respect. Even at the Dutch Em~, 
bassy in St. James's Square he was spoken of as a man 
of such capacity anq courage that it would not be easy 
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to :find his equal. As a patron of literature he ranks 
with the magnificent Dorset. If Dorset out of his own 
purse allowed Dryden a pension equal to the profits of the 
Laureateship, Lochiel is said to have bestowed on a cele~ 
brated bard, who had been plundered by marauders, and 
who implored alms in' a pathetic Gaelic ode, three cows 
and the almostmcredible sum of fifteen pounds sterling. 
In truth, the character of this great chief was depicted 
two thousand five hundred years before his birth, and 
depicted, - such is the power of genius,-in colours 
which will be fresh as many years after his death. He 
was the u1ysses ofthe Highlands.'" 

He held a large territory peopled by a race which re,.. 
verenced no lord, no king but himself. For. that ter
ritory, however, he owed homage to the House of Argyle. 
He was bound to assist his feudal superiors in war, 
and was deeply in debt to them for rent. This vassal
age he had doubtless been early taught to consider as 
degrading and unjust. In his minority he had been the 
ward in chivalry of the politic Marquess; arid had been 
educated at the Castle of Inverary. But at eighteen the 
boy broke loose from the authority of his guardian, and 
fought bravely both for Charles the First and for Charles 
the Second. He was therefore considered by the Eng
lish as a Cavalier, was well received at Whitehall af~ 
ter the Restoration, and was knighted by the hand of 
James. The compliment, however, which was paid to 
~im, on one of his appearances at the English Court, 

• See the singularly interesting 
Memoirs of Sir Ewan Cameron of 
Lochiel, printed at Edinburgh fur 
the Abbotsford Club in 1842. The 
MS. must have been at least a cen
tury older. See also in the same 
volume the account of Sir Ewan's 
death, copied from the Balhadie pa
pers. I ought to say that the author 
of the Memoirs 'of -Sir Ewan, though 
evidently well informed about the 
affairs of the Highlands and the chll-

racters of the most distinguished 
chiefs; was grossly'ignoraut of Eng .. 
lish politics and history. I' ,wil~ 
quote what Van Citters wrote to the 
States General about Lochiel~ ~:~.2:: 
.1689: "Sir Evan Cameron~ Lord' 
Locheale, een man, ~ soo ik hoor 

. van die hem lange gekent en dagelyk, 
hebben mede omgegaan, .... van so 
groot verstant, courage, en beleyt,' 
als weyniges ayns gelycke syn." 
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would' not have seemed very flattering to a Saxon.' 
"Take care of your pockets, my lords," cried his Ma
jesty; "here comes the king of the thieves." The 
loyalty of Lochiel is a1most proverbial: but it was 
very unlike what was called loyalty in England. In 
the Records of the Scottish Parliament he was, in the 
days of Charles the Second, describea... as a lawless 
and rebellious man, who held lands masterfully and 
in high contempt of the royal authority.:I{: On one 
occasion the Sheriff of Invernessshire was directed by 
King James to hold a court in Lochaber. Lochiel, 
jealous of this interference with his own patriarchal 
despotism, came to the tribunal at the head of four 
hundred armed Camerons. He affected great reverence 
for the royal commission, but he dropped three or four 
words which were perfectly understood by the pages 
and armourbearers who watched every turn of his eye. 
"Is none of my lads so clever as to send this judge 
packing? I have seen them get up a quarrel when 
there was less need of one." In a moment a brawl 
began in the crowd, none could say how or where. Hun
dreds of dirks were out: cries of " Help" and " :l\Iurder " 
were raised on all sides: many wounds were inflicted: 
two men were killed: the sitting broke up in tumult; 
and the terrified Sheriff was forced to put himself under 
the protection of the chief, who, with a plausible show 
of respect and concern, escorted him safe home. It is 
amusing to think that the man who performed this feat 
is constantly extolled as the most faithful and dutifui 
of subjects by writers who blame Somers and Burnet as 
contemners of the legitimate authority of Sovereigns. 
Lochiel would undoubtedly have laughed the doctrine 
of nonresistance to scorn. But scarcely any chief in 
Invernessshire had gained more than he by the downfall 

. of the Houseof Argyle, or had more reason than he to 
dread the restoration of that House. Scarcely any chief 

• Act. ParI., July 5. 1661. 
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in Invernessshire, therefore, was more alarmed and dis- CHAP. 

gusted by the proceedings of the Convention. XIlI. 

But of all those Highlanders who looked on the recent 1689; 

turn of fortune with painful apprehension the fiercest lo~~::~c
and the most powerful were the Macdonalds. More' 
than one of the magnates who bore that widespread 
name laid claim to the honour of being the rightful 
successor of those Lords of the Isles, who, as late as 
the fifteenth century; disputed the preeminence of the 
Kings of Scotland. This genealogical controversy, which 
has lastel} down to our own time, caused much bicker-
ing among the competitors. But they all agreed in 
regretting the past splendour of their dynasty, and in 
detesting the upstart race of Campbell.' The old feud 
had never slumbered. It was still constantly repeated, 
in verse and prose, that the finest part of the domain 
belonging to the ancieJ}t heads of the Gaelic nation,.lslay, 
where they had lived with the pomp of royalty, lona, 
where they had been interred with the pomp of religion, 
the paps of Jura, the rich peninsula of Ki;ntyre, had been 
transferred from the legitimate possessors to the insa-
tiable Mac Callum More. Since the downfall of the 
House of Argyle, the Macdonalds, if they had not re-
gained their ancient superiority, might at least boast 
that they had now no superior. Relieved from the' fear 
of their mighty enemy in the West, they had turne.d 
their arms against weaker enemies in the iEast, against 

. the clan of Mackintosh and against the.town ofInverness. 
The clan of Mackintosh, a branch ~f an ancient and Feud be

renowned tribe which took its name and badge from. the :::~o~he 
wild cat of the forests, had a dispute with the Macdonalds" ~ldt~nd 
·which originated, if tradition may be believed, in those to::e~n
dark times when the Danish pirates wasted the coasts • 
of Scotland. Inverness was a Saxon colony among the Invernes&. 

Celts, a hive of tr~ersandartisans ill the midst of a 
population of loungers and plunderers, a· solitary out-
post of civilisation in a region of barbarians. Though 

y 2 
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the buildings covered but a small part of the space over 
which they· now extend; though the arrival of a brig in 
the port was a rare event; though the Exchange was 
the middle of a miry street, in which stood a market 
cross much resembling a broken milestone; though the 
sittings of the municipal council were held in a £lthy 
den with a roughcast wall; though the best houses 
were such as would now be called hovels; though the 
best roofs were of thatch; though the best ceilings were 
-of bare rafters; though the best windows were, in bad 
weather, closed With shutters for want of glass; though 
the humbler dwellings were mere heaps of turf, in which 
barrels with the bottoms knocked out served the purpose 
'Of chimneys; yet to the mountaineer of. the Grampians 
this city was as Babylon or as Tyre. " Nowhere else had 
he seen four or five hundred houses, two churches, twelve 
maltkilns, crowded close together. Nowhere else had 
he been dazzled by the splendour of rows of booths, 
where knives, horn spoons, tin kettles, and gaudy ribands 
were exposed to sale. Nowhere else had he been on board 
of one 'of those huge ships which brought sugar and wine 
over the sea from countries farbeyond the limits of his 
geography.... It is not strange that the haughty and 
warlike Macdonalds, despising peaceful industry, yet 
envying the fruits of that industry, should have fastened 
a succession of quarrels on the people of Inverness. In 
the reign of Charles the Second, it had been apprehended 
that the town would be stormed and plundered by those 
Tude· neighbours. The terms of peace which they of
fered showed how little they regarded the authority 
of the prince and of the law. Their demand was that 
a heavy tribute should be paid to them, that the "muni
cipal magistrates should bind themselves by an oath to 

• • See Burt's Third and Fourth 
Letters. In the early editions is 
an engraving of the market cross of 
Inverness, and of that part of the 
street where the merchants congre
gated. 

I ought here to acknowledge my 
obligations to Mr. Robert Carru- . 
thers, who kindly furnished me with 
much curious information about In
verness and with some extracts from 
the municipal records. 
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deliver up to the vengeance of the clan every burgher CHAP. 
XIII. who should shed the blood of a Macdonald, and that 

every burgher who should anywhere meet a person 1689. 

wearing the Macdonald tartan should ground. arms in 
token of submission. Never did Lewis the Fourteenth, 
not even when he was encamped between· Utrecht and 
Amsterdam, treat the States General with such despotic 
insolence. - By the intervention of the Privy Council 
of Scotland a. compromise was effected: but the old 
animosity was undiminished. 

Common enmities and common apprehensions pro- Inverness 

d din h d 
threatened 

uced a. good understan g between t e town an. by Mac-

the clan of Mackintosh. The foe most hated and tr::!~ct. 
dreaded by both was Colin Macdonald of Keppoch, an 
excellent specimen of the genuine Highland Jacobite. 
Keppoch's whole life had been passed in insulting and 
resisting the authority of the Crown. He had been 
repeatedly charged on his allegiance to desist from his 
lawless practices, bu~ had treated every admonition 
with contempt. The government, however, was not 
willing to resort to extremities against him; and he 
long continued to rule undisturbed the stormy peaks of 
Coryarrick, and the gigantic terraces which still mark 
the limits of what was once the Lake of Glenroy. He 
was famed for his knowledge of all the ravines and 
caverns of that dreary region; and such was the skill 
with which he could track a herd of cattle to the most 
secret hidingplace that he was known by the nickname 
of CoIl of the Cows.t At length his outrageous viola-
tions of all law compelled the Privy Council to take 
decided steps. He was proclaimed a rebel: letters of 
fire and sword were issued against him under the seal 
of James; and, a few weeks before the Revolution, a body 
of royal troops, supported by the whole strength of the 
Mackintoshes, marched into Keppoch's territories. He 

• I am indebted to Mr. Carru- of the Town Council. 
thera for a copy of the demands of . t Colt's Deposition, Appendix to 
the Macdonalds and of the answer the Act. ParI. of July 14. 1690. 
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gave battle to the invaders, and was victorious. The 
King's forces were put to flight; the King's captain was 
slain; and this by a hero whose loyalty to the King 
many writers have very complacently contrasted with 
the factious turbulence of the Whigs.'" 

If Keppoch had ever stood in any awe of the govern
ment, he was completely relieved from that feeling by 
the general anarchy which followed the Revolution. He 
wasted the lands of the Mackintoshes, advanced to Inver
ness, and threatened the town with destruction. The 
danger was extreme. The houses were surrounded only 
by a wall which time and weather had so loosened that 
it shook in every storm. Yet the inhabitants showed a 
bold front; and their courage was stimulated by their 
preachers. Sunday the twenty eighth of April was a day 
of alarm and confusion. The savages went round and 

. round the small colony of Saxons like a troop of famished 
wolves round a sheepfold. Keppoch threatened and blus
tered. He would come in with all his men. He would 
sack the place. The burghers meanwhile mustered in 
arms round the market cross to listen to the oratory of 
their ministers. The day closed without an assault; the 
:Monday and the Tuesday passed away in intense anxiety; 
and then an unexpected mediator made his appearance. 

Dundeeap- Dundee, after his flight from Edinburgh, had re
k:;:;:h'8 tired' to his country seat in that valley through which 
camp. the Glamis descends to the ancient castle of .Macbeth. 

Here he remained quiet during some time. H~ protested 
that he had no intention of opposing the new govern
ment. He declared himself ready to return to Edin
burgh, 'if only he could be assured that he should be 
protected against lawless violence ; and he offered to 
give his word of honour, or, if that were not sufficient, 
to give bail, that he would keep the peace. Some of 

. his old soldiers had accompanied him, and formed a gar
rison sufficient to protect his house against the Presby
terians of the neighbourhood. Here he might possibly 

• See the Life of Sir Ewan Cameron. 



WILLIAM AND MARY. 

have remained unharmed and harmless, had not an event 
for which he was not answerable made his enemies im
placable, and made him desperate .... 

An emissary of James had crossed from Ireland to 
Scotland with letters addressed to Dundee and Bal-' 
carras. Suspicion was excited. The messenger was 
arrested, interrogated, and searched; and the letters 
were found. Some of them proved to be (rom Melfort, 
and were worthy of him. Every line indicated those' 
qualities which had made him the abhorrence of his 
country and the favourite of his master. He announced 
with delight the near approach of the day of vengeance 
and rapine, of the day when the estates of the seditious 
would be divided among the loyal, and when many who 
had been great and prosperous would be exiles and 
beggars. The King, Melfort said, was determined to 
be severe. Experience had at length convinced his 
Majesty that mercy would be weakness. Even the 
Jacobites were disgusted by learning that a Restora~ 
tion would be immediately followed by a pon:fiscation 
and a proscription. Some of them did not hesitate to 
sny that Melfort was a villain, that he hated Dundee 
and Balcarras, that he wished to ruin them, and that,. 
for that end, he had written these odious despatches, 
and had employed a messenger who had very dex
terously managed to be caught. It is however quite 
certain that Melfort, after the publication of these 
papers, continued to stand as high as ever in the 
favour of James. It can therefore hardly be doubted 
that, in those passages which shocked even the zealous 
supporters of hereditary right, the Secretary merelyex
pressed with :fidelity the feelings and intentions of his 
master. t Hamilton, by virtue of the powers which the 

.. Balcarras's Memoirs; History ce qui s'est passe en Irlande depuis 
, .of the late Revolution in Scotland, l'arrivee de sa Majeste." In this 

t There is among the Nairne journal there are notes and correc
.Papers in the Bodleian Library a' tions in English and French; the 
curious MS. entitled "Journal de English in the handwriting of James 
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Estates had, 'before their adjournment, confided to him, 
ordered Balcarras and Dundee to be arrested. Balcarras 
was taken and confined, first in his own house, and thtm 
in the Tolbooth of Edinburgh. But to seize Dundee 
was not so easy an enterprise. As soon as he heard 
that warrants were out against him, he crossed the Dee 
with his followers, and remained a short time in the 
wild domains of the House of Gordon. There he held 
some communication With the Macdonalds and Camerons 
about a rising. But he seems at this time to have 
known little and cared little about the Highlanders. 
For their national character he probably felt the dislike 
of a Saxon, for their military character the contempt 
of a professional soldier. He soon returned to the 
Lowlands, and stayed there till he learned that a con
siderable body of troops had been sent to apprehend 
him.... ~e then betook himself to the hill country as 
his last refuge, pushed northward through Strathdon 
and Strathbogie, crossed the Spey, and, on the morning 
of the first of May, arrived with a small band of horse
men at the camp of Keppoch before Inverness. 

The new situation in which Dundee was now placed, 
the new view of society which was presented to him, 
naturally suggested new projects to his inventive and 
enterprising spirit; The hundreds of athletic Celts 
whom he saw in their national order of battle were 
evidently not allies to be despised. If he could form a 
great coalition of clans, if he could muster under one 
banner ten or twelve thousand of those hardy warriors, 
if he could induce them to submit to the restraints of 
discipline, what a career might be before him! 

A commission from King James, even when King 

thl! French in the handwriting of 
Melfort. Theletters intercepted by 

• Hamilton are mentioned, and men
tioned in a way which plainly shows 
that they were genuine; nor is there 
the least sign that James disap
proved of them. 

* "Nor did ever," says Balear
ras, addressing James, "the Viscount 
of Dundee think of going to theHigh
lands without further ordera from 
you, till a party was sent to appre
hend him." 
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James was securely seated on the throne, had never. been 
regarded with much respect by Coil of the Cows. That 
chie~ however, hated the Campbellswith all the hatred 
of a Macdonald, and promptly gave in his adhesion to 
the cause of the House of Stuart. Dundee undertook 
to settle the dispute between Keppoch and Inverness. 
The town agreed to pay two thousand dollars, a sum 
which, small as it might be in. the estimation of the 
goldsmiths of Lombard Street, probably exceeded. any 
treasure that had ever been carried into the wilds of 
Coryarrick. Half the sum was raised, not without 
difficulty, by the inhabitants; and Dundee is said,to 
have passed his word for the remainder.'" 

He next tried to reconcile the Macdonalds with the 
Mackintoshes,' and flattered himself. that the two warlike 
tribes, lately arrayed against each other, might be .will· 
ing to fight side by side under his command. But he 
soon found that it was no light matter to take up a 
Highland feud. About the rights of the· contending 
Kings neither clan knew any thing or cared any 
thing. The conduct of both is to be ascribed to local 
passions and interests. What Argyle was to Keppoch; 
Keppoch was to the Mackintoshes. TheMackintoshes 
therefore remained neutral; and their example was 
followed by the Macphersons, another branch of the 
race of the wild cat.' This was not Dundee's' only 
disappointment. The Mackenzies, the Frasers, the 
Grants, the Munros, the Mackays, the Maeleods, dwelt 
at a great distance from the territory of Mac Callum 
More. They had no dispute with him; they owed no 
debt to him; and they' had no reason to dread the 
increase of his power. They therefore did not • sym
pathize with his alarmed and exasperated neighbours, 

• See the narrative sent to James Sir Ewan Cameron·; Balcarras's Me. 
in Ireland and received by him moirs; Mackay's Memoirs .. These 
July 7. ]68:). It is among the narratives do not perfectly agree with 
Nairne Papers. See also the Me- each other or with the informatior. 
moirs of Dundee, ] 714 j Memoirs of which I obtained from Inverness. 
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and could not be induced to join the confederacy against 
him. *' Those chiefs, on the other hand, who lived 
nearer to Inverary, and to whom the name of Campbell 
had long been terrible and hateful, greeted Dundee 
eagerly, and promised to meet him at the head of 
their followers on the eighteenth of May. During 
the fortnight which preceded that day, he traversed 
Badenoch and Athol, and exhorted the inhabitants of 
those districts to rise in arms. He dashed into the 
Lowlands with his horsemen, surprised Perth, and 
carried off some Whig gentlemen prisoners to the 
mountains. Meanwhile the fiery crosses had been wan
dering from hamlet to hamlet over all the heaths and 
mountains thirty miles round Ben Nevis; and when he 
reached the trysting place in Lochaber he found that 
the gathering had begun. The head quarters were 
fixed close to Lochiel's house, a large pile built entirely 
of fir wood., and considered in the Highlands as a 
superb palace. Lochiel, surrounded by more than six 
hundred broadswords, was there to receive his guests. 
:Macnaghten of Macnaghten and Stewart of Appin were 
at the muster with their little clans. Macdonald of 
Keppoch led the warriors who had, a few months before, 
under his command, put to flight the musketeers of 
King James. Macdonald of Clanronald was of tender 
years: but he was brought to the camp by his uncle, 
who acted as Regent during the minority. The youth 
was attended by a picked body guard composed of his 
own cousins, all comely in appearance, and good men 
of their hands. :Macdonald of Glengarry, conspicuous by 
his dark brow and his lofty stature, came from that 
great valley where a chain of lakes, then unknown to 
fame, and scarcely set down in maps, is now the daily 
highway of steam vessels passing and repassing between 
the Atlantic and the German Ocean. None of the 

• Memoirs of Dundee; Tarbet to Melville. 1st June 1689, in the 
Leven and Melville Papers. 
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rulers of the mountains had a higher sense of his per
sonal dignity, or was more frequently engaged in dis
putes with other chiefs. He generally affected in his 

. manners and in his housekeeping a rudeness beyond 
that of his rude neighbours, and professed to regard the 
very few luxuries which had then found their way 
from the civilised parts of the world into the Highlands 
as signs of the effeminacy and degeneracy of the Gaelic 
race. But on this occasion he chose to imitate the 
splendour of Saxon warriors, and rode on horseback 
before his four hundred plaided clansmen in a steel 
cuirass and a coat embroidered with gold lace. Another 
Macdonald, destined to a lamentable and horrible end, 
led a band of hardy freebooters from the dreary pass 
of Glencoe. Somewhat later came the great Hebridean 
potentates. Macdonald of Sleat, the most opulent and 
powerful of all the grandees who laid claim to the lofty 
title of Lord of the Isles, arrived at the head of seven 
hundred fighting men from Sky. A :Heet of long boats 
brought five hundred Macleans from Mull under the 
command of their chief, Sir John of Duart. A far 
more formidable array had in old times followed his 
forefathers to battle. But the power, though not the 
spirit, of the clan had been broken by the arts and arms 
of the Campbells. Another band of Macleans arrived 
under a valiant leader, who took his title from Loch
buy, which is, being interpreted, the Yellow Lake. * 

• Narrative in the Nairne Papers; The writer was certainly not, as he 
Depositions of Colt, Osburne, Mal- pretends, one of Dundee's officers, 
eolm, and Stewart of Ballachan in but a stupid and ignorant Grub Street 
the Appendix to the Act. ParI. of garreteer. He is utterly wrong both 
July 14. 1690; Memoirs of Sir as to the place and as to the time of 
Ewan Cameron. A few touches I the batUe of Killiecrankie. He says 
have taken from an English transla- that it was fought on the banks of 
tion of some passages in a lost epic the Tummell, and OD the 13th of 
poem written in Latin, and called June. It was fought on the banks 
the Grameis. The writer was a of the Garry, and on the 27th of 
zealous Jacobite named Phillipps. July. After giving such a specimen 
I have seldom made use of the Me- of inaccuracy as this, it would be 
moira of Dundee, printed in 1714, idle to paint out minor blunders. 
and never without some misgiving. 
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It does not appear that a single chief who had not 
some special cause to dread and detest the House of 
Argyle obeyed Dundee's summons. There is indeed 
strong reason to believe that the chiefs who came would 
have remained quietly at home if the government had 
understood the politics of the Highlands. Those poli
tics were thoroughly understood by one able and expe
rienced statesman, sprung from the great Highland 
family of Mackenzie, the Viscount Tarbet. He 'at this 
conjuncture pointed out to Melville by letter, and to 
Mackay in conversation, both the cause and the remedy 
of the distempers which seemed likely to bring on Scot
land the calamities of civil war. There was, Tarbet 
said, no general disposition to insurrection among the 
Gael. 'Little was to be apprehended even from those 
popish clans which were under no apprehension of being 
subjected to the yoke of the Campbells. It was noto
rious that the ablest and most active of the discontented 
chiefs troubled themselves not at all about the questions 
which ,were in dispute between the Whigs and the 
Tories. Lochiel in particular, whose eminent personal 
qualities made hini the most important man among 
the mountaineers,cared no more for James than for 
William. If the Camerons, the Macdonalds, and the 
Macleans could be convinced that, under the new go
vernment, their estates and'their dignities would be 
safe, if Mac Callum More would make some concessions, 
if their Majesties would talm on themselves the payment 
of some arrears of rent, Dundee might call the clans to 
arms; but he would call to little purpose. Five thousand 
pounds, Tarbet thought, would be, sufficient to quiet all 
the Celtic magnates; and in truth, though that sum 
might seem ludicrously small to the politicians of West
minste!, though it was not larger than the annual gains 
of the Groom of the Stole or of the Paymaster of the 
Forces, it might well be thought immense by a barbarous 
potentate who, while he ruled hundreds of square miles, 
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and could bring hundreds of warriors into the field, had CIHP. 
perhaps never had fifty guineas at once in his coffers.... XIII. 

Though Tarbet was considered by the Scottish mi- 1689. 

nisters of the new Sovereigns as a very doubtful friend, 
his advice was not altogether neglected. It was resolved 
that overtures such as he recommended should be made 
to the malecontents. Much depended on the choice of 
an agent; and unfortunately the choice showed how 
little the prejudices of the wild tribes of the hills were 
understood at Edinburgh. A Campbell was selected 
for the office of gaining over to the cause of King Wil-
liam men whose only quarrel to King William was that 
he countenanced the Campbells. Offers made through 
such a channel were naturally regarded as at once snares 
and insults. After this it was to no purpose that Tarbet 
wrote to Lochiel and Mackay to Glengarry. Lochiel 
returned no answer to Tarbet; and Glengarry returned 
to Mackay a coldly civil answer, in which the general 
was advised to imitate the example of Monk,t 

Mackay, meanwhile, wasted some "Weeks in 'marching, Indcci~ve 
in countermarching, and in indecisive skirmishing. He i:~?:lgn 
afterwards honestly admitted that the knowledge which Highlands. 

he had acquired:, during thirty years of military service 
on the Continent, was,m. the new situation: in which he 
was placed, useless to him. It was difficult in such a 
country to track th~ enemy. It was impossible to drive 
him to bay. Food for an invading army was not to be 
found in the wilderness of heath and shingle; nor could 
supplies for many days be transported far over quaking 
bogs and up precipitous ascents. The general found 
that he had tired his men and their horses almost to 

• From a letter of Archibald Earl 
of Argyle to Lauderdale, which beara 
date the 25th of June, 1664, it ap
pears that a hundred thousand marks 
Scots, little more than five thousand 
pounds sterling, would, at that time, 
have very nearly satisfied all the 

claims of Mac Callum More on his 
neighbours. 

t Mackay's Memoirs; Tarbet to 
Mclville, June 1.1689, in the Leven 
and Melville Papers; Dundee to 
Melfort, June 27, in the Nairne 
Papers. 
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death,' and yet had effected nothing. Highland auxi
liaries might have been of the greatest use to him: but 
he had few such auxiliaries. The chief of the Grants, 
indeed, who had been persecuted by the late government, 
and had been accusedof conspiring with the unfortunate 
Earl of Argyle, was zealous on the side of the Revo
lution. Two hundred Mackays, animated probably by 
family feeling, came from the northern extremity of our 
island, where at midsummer there is no night, to fight 
under· a commander of their own name: but in general 
the clans which took no part in the insurrection awaited 
the event with cold indifference, and pleased themselves 
with the hope that they should easily make their peace 
with the conquerors, and be permitted to assist in plun
dering the conquered. 

An experience of little more than a month satisfied 
Mackay that there was only one way in which the 
Highlands could be subdued. It was idle to run after 
the mountaineers up and down their mountains. A 
chain of fortresses must be built in the most important 
situations, and must be well garrisoned. The place with 
which the general proposed to begin was Inverlochy, 
where the huge remains of an ancient castle stood and 
still stand. This post was close to an arm, of the sea, 
and was in the heart of the country occupied by the 
discontented clans. A strong force stationed there, and 
supported, if necessary, by ships of war, would effec
tually overawe at once the Macdonalds, the Camerons, 
and the Macleans .... 

While Mackay was representing in his letters to the 
council at Edinburgh the necessity of adopting this plan, 
Dundee was contending with difficulties which all his 
energy and dexterity could not completely overcome. 

The Highlanders, while they continued to be a nation 
'living under a peculiar polity, were in one sense better 

• See Mackay's Memoirs, anlI his letter to Hamilton of the 14th o! 
June, 1689. 
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and in another sense worse fitted for military purposes CHAP. 

than any other nation in Europe. The individual Celt XIlL 

was morally and physically well qualified for war, and 1689· 
especially for war in so wild and rugged a country as High-

hi H ..a, fl . f Id landers. sown. e was mtrepl strong, eet; patIent 0 co , 
of hunger, and of fatigue. Up steep crags, and over 
treacherous morasses, he moved its easily as the French 
household troops paced along the great road from Ver
sailles to Marli. He wasaccustollled to the use of 
weapons and to the sight of blood: he was a fencer; 
he was a marksman; and" before he had ever stood in 
the ranks, he was already more than half a soldier. 

As the individual Celt was easily turned into a soldier, 
so a tribe of Celts was easily turned into a battalion of 
soldiers. All that was necessary was that the military 
organization should be conformed to the patriarchal or
ganization. The Chief must be Colonel: his uncle or his 
brother must be Major: the tacksmen, who formed what 
may be called the peerage of the little community, must 
be the Captains: the company of each Captain must 
consist of those peasants who lived 'on his land, and 
whose names, faces, connections, and characters, were 
perfectly known to him: the subaltern officers must be 
selected among the Duinhe Wassels, proud of the eagle's 
feather: the henchman was an excellent orderly: the 
hereditary piper and his sons formed the band: and 
the clan became 'at once a regiment. In such a re
giment was found from the first moment 'that exact 
order and prompt obedience in which the strength of . 
regular armies consists. Every man, from highest to 
lowest, was in his proper place, and 'knew that place 
perfectly. It was not necessary to impress by threats 
or by punishment on the newly enlisted troops the 
duty of regarding as their head him whom they had 
regarded as their head ever since they could remem
ber any thing. Every private had, from infancy, re
spected his corporal much and his Captain more, and 
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had almost adored his Colonel. There was therefore 
no danger of mutiny. There was as little danger of 
desertion. Indeed the very feelings which most power· 
fully impel other soldiers to desert kept the Highlander 
to his standard. If he left it, whither was he to gO? 
All his kinsmen, all his friends, were arrayed round it. 
To separate himself from it was to separate himself for 
ever from his family, and to incur all the misery of that 
very homesickness which, in regular armies, drives so 
many recruits to abscond at the risk of stripes and of 
death. When these things are fairly considered, it will 
not be thought strange that the Highland clans should 
have occasionally achieved great martial exploits. 

But those very institutions which made a tribe of 
Highlanders, all bearing the same name, and all sub
ject to the same ruler, so formidable in battle, disqua
lified the nation for war on a large sc~e. Nothing 
was easier than to turn clans into efficient regiments; 
but nothing was more difficult than to combine these 
regiments in such a manner' as to form an efficient 
army. From the shepherds and her~smen who fought 
in the ranks up to the chiefs, all was harmony and 
order. Every man looked up to his immediate superior, 
and all looked up to the common head. But with the 
chief this chain of subordination ended. He knew only 
how to govern, and had never learned to obey. Even 
to royal proclamations, even to Acts of Parliament, 
he was accustomed to yield obedience only when they 
were in perfect accordance with his own inclinations. It 
was not to be expected that he would pay to any dele
gated authority a respect which he was in the habit of 
refusing to the supreme authority. He thought him
self entitled to judge of the propriety of every order 
whic1;I he received. Of his brother chiefs, some were his 
enemies ~nd some his rivals It. was hardly possible to 
keep him from affronting them, or to convince him that 
they were not affronting him. All his followers sym-
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pathized with all his animosities, considered his honour 
as their own, and were ready at his whistle to array 
themselves round him in arms against the commander 
in chief. There was therefore very little chance that 
by any contrivance any five clans could be induced to 
cooperate heartily with one another during a long cam
paign. The best chance, however, was when they we~e 
led by a Saxon. It is remarkable that none of the 
great actions 'performed by.the Highlanders during our 
civil wars was performed under the command of a High
lander. Some writers have mentioned it as a proof of 
the extraordinary genius of Montrose and Dundee that 
those captains, though not themselves of Gaelic race or 
speech, should have been able to form and direct con
federacies of Gaelic tribes. But in truth it was precisely 
because Montrose and Dundee were not Highlanders, 
that they were able to lead armies composed of Highland 
clans. Had Montrose been chief of the Camerons, the 
Macdonalds would never have submitted to his autho
rity. Had Dundee been chief of Clanronaid, he would 
never have been obeyed by Glengarry. ,Haughty and 
punctilious men, who scarcely acknowledged the King 
to be their superior, would not have endured the supe
riority of a neighbour, an equal, a competitor. They 
could far more easily bear the preeminence of a distin
guished stranger. Yet even to such a stranger they 
would allow oIily a very limited and ~ veryprecl1rious 
authority. To bring a chief before a,' court martial, 
to shoot him, to cashier him, to degr~de him" to re
primand him publicly, was impossible. 'Macdonald of 
Keppoch or Maclean of Duart wonld have struck dead 
any officer who had demanded his sword, and .told him 
to consider himself as under arrest ; and hundreds of 
claymores would instantly have been drawn to protect 
the murderer. All that was left to the commander 
Under whom these potentates condescended to serve 
was to argue with them, to supplicate them, to flatter 
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them, 'fo bribe them; and it was only during a short 
time that any human skill could preserve harmony by 
these means. For every chief thought himself entitled 
to peculiar observance; and it was therefore impossi
ble to pay marked court to anyone without disobliging 
the rest. The general found himself merely the pre
sident of a congress of petty kings. He was perpetually 
called upon to hear and to compose disputes about pe
digrees, about precedence, about the division of spoil. 
His decision, be it what it might, must offend some
body. At any moment he might hear that his right 
wing had fired on 'his centre in pursuance of some 
quarrel two hundred years old, or that a whole bat
talion had marched back to its native glen, because 
another battalion had been put in the post of honour. 
A Highland bard might easily have found in the history 
of the year 1689 subjects very similar to those with 
which the war of Troy furnished the great poets of 
antiquity. ,One day Achilles is sullen, keeps his tent, 
and announces his intention to depart with all his men. 
The next day Ajax is storming about the camp, and 
threatening to cut the throat of Ulysses. 

,Hence it was that, though the Highlanders achieved 
some great exploits in the civil wars of the seventeenth 
century, those exploits left no trace which could be 
discerned after the lapse of a few'weeks. Victories of 
strange and alInost portentous splendour produced all 
the consequences of defeat. Veteran soldiers and states
men were bewildered by those sudden turns of fortune. 
It was increqible that undisciplined men should have 
performed such feats" of arms. It was incredible that 
such feats of arms, having been performed, should be 
immediately followed by the triumph of the conquered 
and the submission of the conquerors. Montrose, having 
passed rapidly from victory to victory, was, in the full 
career of success, suddenly abandoned by his followers. 
Local jealousies and local interests had brought his 
army together. Local jealousies and local interests 
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dissolved it. The Gordons left him because t1tey fan
cied that he neglected them for the Macdonalds. The 
Macdonalds left him because they wanted to plunder the 
Campbells. The force which had once seemed sufficient 
to decide the fate of a kingdom melted away in a few 
days; and the victories of Tippermuir and Kilsyth were 
followed by the disaster 'of Philiphaugh. Dundee did 
not live long enough to experience a similar reverse of 
fortune; but there is every reason to believe that, had 
his life been prolonged one fortnight, his history would 
have been the history of Montrose retold. 

Dundee made one attempt, soon after the gathering 
of the clans in Lochaber, to induce them to submit to 
the di~cipline of a regular army. He called a council 
of war to consider this question. His opinion was 
supported by all the officers who had joined him. from 
the low country. Distinguished among them were 
James Seton, Earl of Dunfermline, and James Galloway, 
Lord Dunkeld.. The Celtic chiefs took the other side; 
Lochiel, the ablest among them, was their spokesman, 
and argued the point with much ingenuity and natural 
eloquence. "Our system," -such was the substance of 
his reasoning,-" may not be the best : but we were bred 
to it from childhood: we understand it perfectly: it is 
suited to our peculiar institutions, feelings, and manners. 
Making war after our own fashion, we have the expert
ness and coolness of veterans. Making war in any 
other way, we shall be raw and awkward recruits. To 
turn us into soldiers like those of Cromwell and Turenne 
would be the business of years: and we have not even 
weeks to spare. We have time enough to unlearn our 
own discipline, but not time enough to' learn yours." 
Dundee, with high compliments to Lochiel, declared 
himself convinced, and perhaps was convinced: for the' 
reasonings of the wise old chief were by no means 
without weight. =II' 

• Memoirs of Sir Ewsn Cameron. 
112 
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Yet 'Some Celtic usages of war were such as Dundee 
could not tolerate. Cruel as he was, his cruelty always 
had a method and a purpose. He still hoped that he 
might be able to win some chiefs who remained neutral; 
and he carefully avoided every act which could goad 
them into open hostility. This was undoubtedly a po
licy likely to promote the interest of James; but the 
interest of James was nothing to the wild marauders who 
used his name and rallied round his banner merely for 
the purpose of making profitable forays and wreaking 
old grudges. Keppoch especially, who hated the Mack
intoshes much more than he loved the Stuarts,' not 
only plundered the territory of his enemies, but burned 
whatever he could not carry away. Dundee was moved 
to great wrath by the sight of the blazing dwellings. 
" I would rather," he said, "carry a musket in a re
spectable regiment than be captain of such a gang of 
thieves." Punishment was of course out of the question. 
Indeed it, may be considered as a remarkable proof of 
the general's influence that ColI of the Cows deigned to 
apologize for conduct for which in a well governed army 
he would have been shot.'" 

As the Grants were in arms for King William, their 
property was considered as fair prize. Their territory 
was invaded by a party of Camerons: a skirmish took 
place: some blood was shed; and many cattle were 
carried off to Dundee's camp, where provisions were 
greatly needed. This raid produced a quarrel, the 
history of which illustrates in the most striking manner 
the character of a Highland army. Among those who 
were slain in resisting the Camerons was a M~cdonald 
of the Glengarry branch, who had long resided among 
the Grants,' had become in feelings' and opinions a 
Grant, and had absented himself from the muster of 

. his tribe. Though he had been guilty of a high offence 
against the Gaelic code of honour and morality, his 

.. Memoirs of Sir Ewan Cameron. 
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kinsmen remembered the sacred tie which he had for
gotten. Good or bad, he was bone of their bone: he 
was flesh of their flesh; and he should have been 
reserved for their justice. The name which he bore, 
the blood of the Lords of the Isles, should have been 
his protection. Glengarry in a rage went to. Dundee 
and demanded vengeance on Lochiel and the whole race 
of Cameron. Dundee replied that the ·unfortunate 
gentleman who had fallen was a traitor to the clan as 
well as to the King. Was it ever heard of in war tha.t 
the person of an enemy, a combatant in arms, was to 
be held inviolable on account of his name and descent? 
And, even if wrong had been done, how was it to be 
redres~ed ? Half the army must slaughter the other 
half before a finger could be laid on Lochiel. Glen~ 
garry went away raging like a madman. Since his 
complaints were di.sregarded by those who ought to 
right him, he would right himself: he would draw out 
his men, and fall sword in hand on the murderers of 
his cousin. During some time he would listen to no 
expostulation. When he was reminded that Lochiel's 
followers were in number nearly double of the Glengarry 
men, "No matter," he cried, "one Macdonald is worth 
two Camerons." Had Lochiel been equally irritable 
and boastful, it is· pro1>able that the Highland insur
rection would have given little more trouble to the 
government, and that the rebels would have perished 
obscurely in the wilderness by one another's claymores. 
But nature had bestowed on him in large measure the 
qualities of a statesman, though fortune ·had hidden 
those qualities in an obscure corner of the world. He 
saw that this was not a time for brawling : his own 
character for courage had long been established; and 
his temper was under strict government. The fury of 
Glengarry, not being inflamed by any fresh provocation, . 
rapidly abated. Irideed there were some who suspected 
that he had never been quite so pugnacious as he had 
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affected to be, and that his bluster was meant only to 
keep up his own dignity in the eyes of his retainers. 
However this might be, the quarrel was composed; and 
the two chiefs met, with the outward show of civility, 
at the general's table .... 

What Dundee saw of his Celtic allies must have 
made him desirous to have in his army some troops 
on whose obedience he could depend, and who would 
not, at a signal from their colonel, turn their arms 
against their general and their king. He accordingly, 
during the months of May and June, sent to Dublin a 
succession of letters earnestly imploring assistance. If 
six thousand, four thousand, three thousa.nd, regular 
soldiers were now sent to Lochaber, he trusted that his 
Majesty would soon hold a court in Holyrood. That 
such a force might be spared hardly admitted of a 
doubt. The authority of James was at that time ac
knowledged in every part of Ireland, except on the 
shores of Lough Erne and behind the ramparts of 
Londonderry. He had in that kingdom an army of 
forty thousand men. An eighth part of such an army 
would scarcely be missed there, and might, united with 
the clans which were in insurrection, effect great things 
in Scotland. 

Dundee received such answers to his applications as 
encouraged him to hope that a large and well appointed 
force would soon be sent from Ulster to join him. He 
did "not wish to try the chance of battle before these 
succou:rs arrived. t Mackay, on the other hand, was 
weary of marching to and fro in a desert. His men 
were exhausted and out of heart. He thought it de
sirable that they should withdraw from the hill country; 
and William was of the same opinion. 

The war in In June therefore the civil war was, as if by concert 
~~d~~~: between the generals, completely suspended. Dundee 
ponded. 

• Memoirs of Sir Ewan Came- t Dundee' to Melfort, June 27. 
ron. 1689. 
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remained in Lochaber, impatiently awaiting the arrival CHAP. 

of troops and supplies from Ireland. It was impossible XlIL 

for him to keep his Highlanders together in a state of 1689. 

inactivity. A vast extent of moor and mountain was 
required to furnish food for so many mouths. The 
clans therefore went back to their own glens, having 
promised to reassemble on the first summons. 

Meanwhile ~fackay's soldiers, exhausted by severe 
exertions and privations, were taking their ease in 
quarters scattered over the low country from Aberdeen 
to Stirling. Mackay himself was at Edinburgh, and 
was urging the ministers there to furnish him with the 
means of constructing a chain of fortifications among 
the Grampians. The ministers had; it should seem, 
miscalculated their military resources. It had Qeen 
expected that the Campbells would take the field in 
such force as would balance the whole strength 'Of the 
clans which marched under Dundee. It had also been 
expected that the Covenanters of the West would hasten 
to swell the ranks of the army of King William. Both 
expectations were disappointed. Argyle had found his 
principality devastated, and his tribe disarmed and dis
organized. A considerable time must elapse before his 
standard would be surrounded by an array such as his 
forefathers had led to battle. The Covenanters of the 
West were in· general unwilling to enlist. They were Scruples of 

dl .. d'~ h dD the Cove-assure y not wantmg ill courage; an tney ate un- nanter8 

dee with deadly hatred. In their part of. the country !I'bout tak_ 

h fhi 1 illfi h E il 
mgarms 

t e memory 0 s crue ty was st res. very v - for, ~ing 
lage had its own tale of blood. The peyheaded father Wilham. 

was missed in one dwelling, the hopeful stripling in 
another. It was remembel'ed but too well how the 
dragoons had stalked into the peasant's cottage, cursing 
and damning him, themselves, and each other at every 
second word, pushing from the ingle nook his grandmo-
ther of eighty, and thrusting their hands into the bosom 
'of his daughter of sixteen; how the abjuration had 

z 4 . 
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CHAP. been tendered to him; how he had folded his arms and 
XIII. said" God's will be done"; how the Colonel had called 

1689. for a file with loaded muskets; and how in three minutes 
the goodman of the house had been wallowing in a 
pool of blood at .his own door. The seat of the martyr 
was still vacant at the fireside; and every child could 
point out his grave still green amidst the heath. When 
the people of this region called their oppressor a servant 
of the devil, they were not speaking figuratively. They 
believed that between the bad. man and the bad angel 
there was a close alliance on definite terms; that Dundee 
had bound himself to do the work of hell on earth, and 
that, for high purposes, hell was permitted to protect 
its slave till the measure of his guilt should be full. 
But, intensely as these men abhorred Dundee, most of 
them had a scruple about drawing the sword for Wil
liam. A great meeting was held in the parish church 
of Douglas; and the question was propounded, whether, 
at a time when war was in the land, and when an Irish 
invasion was expected, it were not a duty to take· arms .. 
The debate was sharp and tumultuous. The orators 
on one side adjured their brethren not to incur the 
curse denounced against the inhabitants of Meroz, who 
came not to the help of the Lord against the mighty. 
The orators on the other side thundered again'st sinful 
associations. There were malignants in William's army: 
Mackay'S own' orthodoxy was problematical: to take 
military service with such comrades, and under such a 
general, would be a sinful association. At length, after 
much wrangling, and amidst great confusion, a vote 
was taken; and the majority pronounced that to take 

Th~ Came- . Inilitary· service would be a sinful association. There 
roman re- hi" d f 
giment was owever a arge mmorlty; an , rom among the 
raised. members of this minority, the Earl of Angus was able 

to raise a body of infantry, which is still, after the lapse 
of more than a hundred and sixty years, known by the 
na!lle of the Cameronian Regiment. The first Lieu-' 
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tenant Colonel was Cleland, that implacable avenger 
of blood who had driven Dundee from the Convention. 
There was no small difficulty in filling the ranks; for 
many West country Whigs, who did not think it abso
lutely sinful to enlist, stood out for terms subversive 
of all military discipline. Some would not serve un
der any colonel, major, captain, seIjeant, or corporal, 
who was not ready to sign the Covenant. Others in
sisted that, if it should be found absolutely necessary 
to appoint any' officer who had taken the tests imposed 
in the late reign, he·· should at least qualify himself for 
command by publicly confessing his sin at the head of 
the regiment. Most of the enthusiasts who had pro
posed these conditions were induced by dexterous ma
nagement to abate much of their demands. Yet the 
new regiment had a very peculiar character. The sol
diers were all rigid Puritans. One of their first acts 
was to petition the Parliament that all drunkenness, 
licentiousness, and profaneness might be severely pun
ished. Their own conduct must have been exemplary: 
for the worst crime which the most extravagant bi
gotry could impute to them was that of huzzaing on the 
King's birthday .. It was originally intended that with 
the military organization of the" corps should be inter
woven the organization of a Presbyterian congregation. 
Each company was to furnish an elder; and the elders 
were, with the chaplain, to form an ecclesiastical court 
for the suppression of immorality and heresy. Elders, 
however, were not appointed: but a noted hill preacher, 

. Alexander Shields,' was called to the office of chaplain. 
It is not easy to conceive that fanaticism can be heated 
to a higher temperature than that which is indicated 
by the writings of Shields. According to him, it should 
seem to be the first duty of a Christian ruler to perse
cute to the death every heterodox subject, and the first 
duty of every Christian subject to poniard a hetero
dox ruler. Yet there was then in Scotland an enthu-, . 
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siasm compared with which the enthusiasm even of this 
map. was lukewarm. The extreme Covenanters pro
tested against his defection as vehemently as he had 
protested against the Black Indulgence and the oath 
of supremacy, and pronounced every man who entered 
Angus's regiment guilty of a wicked confederacy with 
malignants. '* 

Meanwhile Edinburgh Castle had fallen, after hold
ing out more than two months. Both the defence and 
the attack had been languidly conducted. The Duke 
of Gordon, unwilling to incur the mortal hatred of 
tho~e at whose mercy his lands and life might soon 
be, did not choose to batter the city. The assailants, 
on the other hand, carried on their operations with so 
little energy and so little vigilance that a constant 
communication was kept up between the Jacobites 
within the citadel and the J acobites without. Strange 
stories were told of the polite and facetious messages 
which passed between the besieged and the besiegers. 
On one occasion Gordon sent to inform the magistrates 
that he was going to :fire a salute on account of some 
news which he had received from Ireland, but that the 
good town need not be alarmed, for that his guns would 
not be loaded with ball. On another occasion, his 
drums beat a parley: the white flag was hung out: a. 
conference took place; and he gravely informed the 
enemy that all his cards had been thumbed to pieces, 
and begged them to let him have a few more packs. 
His friends established a telegraph by means of which 

• See Faithful Contendings Dis- people, as they called themselves, 
playell, particularly the proceedings seem to have been especially shocked 
of April 29. and 30. and of May by the way in which the King's 
13. amI 14. 1689; the petition to birthday had been kept. "We 
l'arliament drawn up by the regi- hope," they wrote, "ye are against 
ment, on July 18. 1689 j the protes- observing anniversary days as well 
tation of Sir Robert Hamilton of as we, and that ye will mourn for 
November 6. 1689; and the admoni- what ye have done." As to the 
tory Epistle to the Rej!;iment, dated opinions and temper of Alexander 
March 27. 1690. The Society Shields, see Ius Hind Let Loose. 
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they conversed with him across the lines of sentinels. CHAP. 

From a window in the top story of one of the loft~est XllL 

of those gigantic houses, a few of which still darken 1689· 

the High Street, a white cloth was hung out when all 
was well, and a black cloth when things went ill. If 
it was necessary to give more detailed information, a 
board was held up inscribed with capital letters so 
large that they could, by the ,help ofa telescope, be 
read on the ramparts of the castle. Agents laden with 
letters and fresh provisions managed, in various dis-
guises and by various shifts, to cross the sheet of 
water which then lay on the north of the fortress and 
to clamber up the precipitous ascent. The peal .of a 
musket from a particular half moon was the signal 
which announced to the friends of the House of Stuart 
that another of their emissaries had got safe up the 
rock. But at length the supplies were exhausted; and 
it was necessary to capitulate. Favourable terms were 
readily granted: . the garrison marched out; and the 
keys were delivered up amidst the acclamations of a 
great multitude of burghers .... 

But the government had far more acrimonious and Session of 
.. .. h P li . H Parliament 

m~re pertmaclOus eneIDles m tear ament ouse at Edin_ 
than in the Castle. When the Estates reassembled burgh. 

after their adjournment, the crown and sceptre of 
Scotland were displayed with the wonted pomp in the 
hall as types of the absent sovereign. Hamilton rode 
in state from Holyrood up the High Street as Lord 
High Commissioner; and Crawford took his seat as 
President. Two Acts, one turning the Convention into 
a Parliament, the other recognising William and Mary 
as King and Queen, were rapidly passed and touched 
with the sceptre; and then the conflict of factions 
began·t 

•. Siege of the Castle of Edin- tAct. Parl Scot., June 5. June 
burgh, printed for the Bannatyne 17. ]689. 
Club; Lond. Gaz., June H. 1689. 
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It speedily appeared that the opposition which 
Montgomery . had organized was irresistibly strong. 
Though made up of many conflicting elements, Re
publicans, Whigs, Tories, zealous Presbyterians, bigoted 
Prelatists, it acted for a time as one man, and drew to 
itself a multitude of those mean and timid politicians 
who naturally gravitate towards the stronger party. 
The friends of the government were few and disunited. 
Hamilton brought but half a heart to the discharge of 
his duties. He had always been unstable; and he was 
now discontented. He held indeed the highest place 
to which a subject could aspire. But he imagined that 
he had only the show of power while others enjoyed 
the substance, and was not sorry to see those of whom 
he was jealous thwarted and annoyed. He did not 
absolutely betray the prince whom he represented: but 
he sometimes tampered with the chiefs of the Club, and 
sometimes did sly ill turns to those who were joined 
with him in the sE-rvice of the Crown. 

His instructions directed him to give the royal assent 
to laws for the mitigating or removing of numerous 
grievances, and particularly to a law restricting the 
powe:r and reforming the constitution of the Committee 
of Articles, and to a law establishing the Presbyterian 
Church Government.... But it mattered not what his 
instructions were. The chiefs of the Club were bent 
on finding a cause of quarrel. The propositions of the 
Government touching the Lords of the Articles were 
contemptuously rejected. Hamilton wrote to London 
for fresh directions; and soon a second plan, which 
left little more than the name of the once despotic 
Committee, was sent back. But the second plan,· 
though such as would have contented judicious and 
temperate reformers, shared the fate of the first. 
Meanwhile the chiefs of the Club laid on the tabl~ a 

.. The instructions will be found among the Somers Tracts. 
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law which interdicted the King from ever empl<?ying 
in any public office any person who had ever borne 
any part in any proceeding inconsistent with the 
Claim of Right, or who had ever obstructed or re
tarded any good design of the Estates. This law, 
Uniting, within a very short compass, almost all the 
faults which a law can have, was well knOWI). to be 
aimed at the new Lord President of the Court of Ses
sion, and at his son the new Lord Advocate. Their 
prosperity and power made them objects of envy to 
every disappointed candidate for office. That they 
were new men, the first of their race who had risen to 
distinction, and that nevertheless they had, by the mere 
force of ability, become as important in the state as the 
Duke of Hamilton or the Earl of Argyle, was a thought 
which galled the hearts of many needy and haughty 
patricians. To the Whigs of Scotland the Dalrymples 
were what Halifax and Caermarthen were to the Whigs 
of England. Neither the exile of Sir James, nor the zeal 
with which Sir John had promoted the Revolution, was 
received as an atonement for old delinquency. They 
had both served the bloody and idolatrous House. 
They had both oppressed the people of God. Their 
late repentance might perhaps give them a fair claim to 
pardon, but surely gave. them no right to honours and 
rewards. 

The friends of the government in vain attempted to 
divert the attention of the Parliament from the business 
of persecuting the Dalrymple famUy to the important 
and pressing question of Church Government. They 
said that the old system had been abolished; that no 
other system had been substituted; that it was impos
sible to say what was the established religion of the 
kingdom ; . and that the first duty of the legislature 
was to put an end to an anarchy which was daily pro
ducing disasters and crimes. The leaders of the Club 
were not to be so drawn away from their object. It 
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was moved and resolved that the consideration of ec
clesiastical affairs should be postponed till secular af
fairs had been settled. The unjust and absurd Act of 
Incapacitation was carried by seventy four voices "to 
twenty four. Another vote still more obviously aimed at 
the House of Stair speedily followed. The Parliament 
laid claim to a Veto on the nomination of the Judges, 
and assumed the power of stopping the signet, in other 
words, of suspending the whole administration of jus
tice, till this claim should be allowed. It was plain 
from what passed hi debate that, though the chiefs of 
the Club had begun with the Court of Session, they did 
not mean to end there. The arguments used by Sir 
Patrick Hume and others led directly to the conclusion 
that the King ought not to have the appointment of any 
great public functionary. Sir Patrick indeed avowed, 
both in speech and in writing, his opinion that the whole 
patronage of the realm ought to be transferred from the 
Crown to the Estates. When the place of Treasurer, of 
Chancellor, of Secretary, was vacant, the Parliament 
ought to submit two or three names to his MajestY'; 
and one of those names his Majesty ought to be bound 
to select.· 

All this time the Estates obstinately refused to grant 
any supply till their Acts should have been touche~ 
with the sceptre. The Lord High Commissioner was 
at length so much provoked by their perverseness that, 
after long temporising, he refused to touch even Acts 
which were in themselves unobjectionable, and to which 
his instructions empowered him to consent. This state 
of things would have ended in some great convulsion, if 
the King of Scotland had not been also King of a much 
greater and more opulent kingdom. Charles the First 
had never found any parliament at Westminster more 
unmanageable than William, during this session, found 

• As to Sir Patrick's views, see Lockhart's letter of the 11 th of July, 
is letter of the 7th of June, and in the Leven and Melville Papers._ 
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the parliament at Edinburgh. But it 'Was not in the CHAP. 

power of the parliament at Edinburgh to put on William XIlL 

such a pressure as the parliament at Westminster had 1689. 
put on Charles. A refusal of supplies at Westminster 
was a serious thing, and left the Sovereign no choice 
except to yield, or to raise money by unconstitutional 
means. But a refusal of supplies at Edinburgh reduced 
him to no such dilemma. . The largest sum that he 
could hope to receive from Scotland in a year was less 
than what he received from England every fortnight. 
He had therefore only to entrench himself within the 
limits of his undoubted prerogative, and there to re-
main on the defensive, till some·favourable conjuncture 
should arrive." 

While these things were passing in the Parliament !roubles 

House, the civil war in the Highlands, having been m AthoL 

during a few weeks suspended, . broke forth. again more 
violently than before. Since the splendour of the House 
of Argyle had b.een eclipsed, no Gaelic chief could vie in 
power with the Marquess of Athol. The district froni. 
which he took his title, and of which he might almost be 
called the sovereign, was in extent larger than an ordi-
nary county, and was more fertile, more diligently cul
tivated, and more thickly peopled than the greater part 
of the Highlands. The men who followed his banner 
were supposed to be not less numerous than all the 
Macdonalds and Macleans united, and were, in strength 
and courage, inferior to no tribe in the mountains. 
But the clan had been made insignificant by the insig
nificance of the chief. The Marquess was the falsest, 
the most fickle, the most pusillanimous, of mankind. 
Already, in the short space of, six months, he had been 
several times a Jacobite, and several times a William-
ite. Both Jacobites and Williamites regarded him with 
contempt and distrust, which respect for his immense 

• My chief materials for the Acts, the Minutes, and th~ Leven 
history of this session have been the and Melville Papers. 
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power prevented them from fully expressing. After 
repeatedly vowing fidelity to both parties, and re
peatedly betraying both, he began to think that he 
should best provide for his safety by abdicating the 
functions both of a peer and of a chieftain, by absent
ing himself both from the Parliament House at Edin
burgh and from his castle ill the mountains, and by 
quitting the country to which he was bound by every 
tie of duty and honour at the very crisis of her fate. 
While all Scotland was waiting with impatience and 
anxiety to see in which army his numerous retainers 
would be ar!ayed, he stole away to England, settled 
himself at Bath, and pretended to drink the waters.'" 
His principality, left without a head, was divided against 
itself. The general l~aning of the Athol men was 
towards King James. For they had been employed by 
him, only four years before, as the ministers of his ven
geance against the House of Argyle. They had gar
risoned Inverary: they had ravaged Lorn: they had 
demolished houses, cut down fruit trees,-burned fishing 
boats, broken millstones, hanged Campbells, and were 
therefore not likely to be pleased by the prospect of 
Mac Callum More's restoration. One word from the 
Marquess would have sent two thousand claymores to 
the Jacobite side. But that word he would not speak; 
and the consequence was, that the conduct of his fol
lowers was as irresolute and inconsistent as his own. . 

While they were waiting for some indication of his 
wishes, they were called to arms at once by two leaders, 
either of whom might, with some show of reason, claim 
to be considered as the representative of the absent 
chief. Lord Murray, the Marquess's eldest son, who 
was married to a daughter of the Duke of Hamilton, 

• tt Athol," says Dundee con- See Athol's letters to Melville of the 
temptuously, "is gone to England, 21st of May and the 8th of June, 
who did not know what to do." - in the Leven and Melville Pa
Dundee to Melfort, June 27. 1689. pers. 
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declared for King William. Stewart of Ballenacb, 'the 
Marquess's confidential agent, declared for King James. 
The people knew not which summons to obey. He 
whose authority would have been held in profound 
reverence, had plighted faith to both sides, and had 
then run away for fear of being under the necessity of 
joining either; nor was it very easy to say whether the 
place which he had left vacant belonged to his steward 
or to his heir apparent. 

The most important military post in Athol was Blair 
Castle. The house which now bears that name is not 
distinguished by any striking peculiarity from other 
country seats of the aristocracy. The old building was 
a lofty tower of rude architecture which commanded 
a vale watered by the Garry. The walls would have 
offered very little resistance to a battering train, but 
were quite strong enough to keep the herdsmen of the 
Grampians in awe. About' five miles south of this 
s~ronghold, the valley of the Garry contracts itself 
into the celebrated glen of Killiecrankie. At present a 
highway as smooth as any road in Middlesex 'ascends 
gently from the low country to the summit of the de-
file. White villas peep from the birch forest; and, on 
a fine summer day, there is scarcely a turn 'of the pass 
at which may not be seen some angler casting his fly on 
the foam of the river, some artist sketching -a pin~acle 
of rock, or some party of pleasure banqueting on' the 
turf in the fretwork of shade and sunshine. But, ' in 
the days of William the Third, Killiecrankie was men';' 
tioned with horror by the peaceful and industrious in
habitants of the Perth shire lowlands. It was deemed 
the most perilous of all those dark ravines through 
which the marauders of the hills were wont to sally; 
forth. The sound, so musical to modern ears, of the: 
river brawling round the mossy rocks and among th~ 
smooth pebbles, the dark masses of crag and verdure 
worthy of the pencil of Wilson, .. the fantastic peaks 
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bathed, at Sllnrise and sunset, with light rich as that 
which glows on the canvass of Claude, suggested to our 
ancestors thoughts of murderous ambuscades and of 
bodies stripped, gashed, and abandoned to the birds of 
prey. The only path was narrow and rugged: a horse 
could with difficulty be led up: two men could hardly 
walk abreast; and, in ·some places, the way ran so close 
by the precipice that the traveller had great need of a 
steady eye and foot. Many years later, the first Duke 
of Athol constructed a road up which it was just pos
sible to drag his coach~ But even that road was so 
steep and so strait that a handful of resolute men 
might have defended it against an army"'; nor did any 
Saxon consider a visit to Killiecrankie as a pleasure, 
till experience had taught the English Government that 
the weapons by which the Highlanders could be most 
effectually subdued were the pickaxe and the spade. 

The country which lay just above this pass was now 
the theatre of a war such as the Highlands had not 
often witnessed. Men wearing the same tartan, and 
attached to the same lord, were arrayed against each 
other. The name of the· absent chief was used, with 
some show of reason, on both sides. Ballenach, at the. 
head of a body of vassals who considered him as the 
representative of the Marquess, occupied Blair Castle. 
Murray, with twelve hundred followers, appeared before 
the walls and demanded to be admitted into the man
sion of his family, the mansion which would one day 
be his own. The garrison refused to open the gates. 
Messages were sent off by the besiegers to Edinburgh, 
and by the besieged to Lochaber.t In both places the 
tidings produced great agitation. Mackay and Dundee 
agreed·in thinking that the crisis required prompt and 
strenuous exertion. On the fate of Blair Castle pro· 
bably depended the fate of all Athol. On the fate of 

• Memoirs of Sir Ewan Cameron. t Mackay's Memoirs. 



WILLIAM AND MARY. 

Athol might depend the fate of Scotland. Mackay has
tened northward, and ordered his troops to assemble in 
the low country of Perthshire. Some of them were 
quartered at such a distance that they did not arrive in 
time. He soon, however, had with him the three Scotch 
regiments which had served in Holland, and which bore 
the names of their Colonels, Mackay himself, Balfour, 
and Ramsay. There was also a gallant regiment of 
infantry from England, then called.l!:astings's, but now 
known as the thirteenth of the line. With these old 
troops were joined two regiments newly levied in the 
Lowlands. One of them was commanded by Lord 
Kenmore; the other, which had been raised on the Bor
der, and which is still styled the King's own Borderers, 
by Lord Leven. Two troops of horfle, Lord Annan
dale's and Lord Belhaven'S, probably made up the army 
to the number of above three thousand men. Belha
ven rode at the head of his troop: but Annandale, the 
most factj.bus of all Montgomery's followers, preferred 
the Club and. the Parliament House to the field. $ 

Dundee, meanwhile, had summoned all the clans 
which acknowledged his commission to assemble for 
an expedition into Athol. His exertions were strenu
ously seconded by Lochiel. The fiery crosses were sent 
again in all haste through Appin and Ardnamurchan, 
up Glenmore, and along Loch Leven. But the call 
was so unexpected, and the time allowed was so short, 
that the muster was not a very full one. The whole 
number of broadswords seems to have been under 
three thousand. With this force, such as it was, 
Dundee set forth. On his march he was joined by 
succours which had just arrived from Ulster. They 
consisted of little more than three hundred Irish foot, 
ill armed, ill clothed, and ill disciplined. Their com
mander was an officer named Cannon, who had. seen 

• Mackay's Memoirs • 
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service in tl}e Netherlands, and who might perhaps 
have acquitted himself well in a subordinate post and 
in a regular army, but who was altogether unequal to 
the part now assigned to him." He had already loitered 
among the Hebrides so long that some ships which had 
been sent with him, and which were laden with stores, 
had been taken by English cruisers. He and his sol
diers had with difficulty escaped the same fate. In
competent as he was, he bore a commission which gave 
him military rank in Scotland next to Dundee. 

The disappointment was severe. In truth James 
would have done better to withhold all assistance from 
the Highlanders than to mock them by sending them, 
instead of the well appointed army which they had 
asked and expected, a rabble contemptible in numbers 
and appearance. It was now evident that whatever 
was done for his cause in Scotland must be done by 
Scottish hands. t 

While Mackay from one side, and Dundee. from the 
other, were advancing towards Blair Castle, important 
events had taken place there. Murray's adherents soon 
began to waver in their fidelity to him. They had an 
old antipathy to Whigs; for they considered the name 
of Whig as synonymous with the name of Campbell. 
They saw arrayed against them a large number of their 
kinsmen, commanded by a gentleman who was sup
posed to possess the confidence of the Marquess. The 
besieging army therefore melted rapidly away. :Many 
returned home on the plea that, as their neighbourhood 
was about to be the seat of war, they must place their 
families and cattle in security. . Others more ingenu
ously declared that they would not fight in such a 
quarrel. One large body went to a brook, :filled their 
bonnets with water, drank a health to King James, and 
then.dispersed.t Their zeal for King James, however, 

• Van Odyck to the Greffier of t Memoirs of Sir Ewan Cameron. 
the States General, Aug. /sr. 1689. t Balcarras's Memoirs. 
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did not induce them to join the standard of his general. 
They lurked among the rocks and thickets which over
hang the Garry, in the hope that there would soon be 
a battle, and that, whatever might be the event, there 
would be fugitives an~ corpses to plunder. 

)Iurray was in a strait. His force had dwindled to 
thI"ee or four hundred men: even in those men he could 
put littlo trust; and the Macdonalds and Camerons 
were advancing fast. He therefore raised the siege of 
Blair Castle, and retired with a few followers into the 
defile of Killiecrankie. There he was soon joined by a. 
detachment of two hUndred fusileers whom Mackay had 
sent forward to secure the pass. The main body of the 
Lowland army speedily followed.*' 

Early in the morning of Saturday the twenty seventh 
of July, D1mdee arrived at Blair Castle. There he 
learned that Mackay'S troops were already in the ravine 
of Killiecrankie. It was necessary to come to a prompt 
decision. A council of war was held. The Saxon offi
cers were generally against hazarding a battle. The 
Celtic chiefs were of a different opinion. Glengarry 
and Lochiel were now both of a mind. "Fight, my 
Lord," said Lochiel with his usual ene;rgy;,"fight im
mediately: fight, if you have only one to three.· Our 
men are in heart. Their only fear is that the enemy 
should escape. Give them their way; and be assured 
that they will either· perish or gain a complete victory. 
But if you restrain them, if you force them to remain 
on the defensive, I answer for nothing. If we do not 
fight, we had better break up and retire to our moun
tains·"t 

Dundee's countenance brightened. "You hear, gen
tlemen," he said to his Lowland officers; "you hear 
the opinion of one who understands Highland war bet
ter than any of us." No voice was raised on the other 

• Mackay's Short Relation, dated t ,Memoirs of Sir Ewan Came· 
Aug. 17. 1689. ' Ton. 
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side. It was determined to fight; and the confede
rated clans in high spirits set forward to encounter the 
enemy. 

The enemy meanwhile had made his way up the 
pass. The ascent had been long and toilsome: for 
even the foot had to climb by twos and threes; and 
the baggage horses, twelve hundred in number, coUld 
mount only one at a time. No wheeled carriage had 
ever been tugged up that arduous path. The head of' 
the column had emerged and was on the table land, 
while the rearguard was still in the plain below. At 
length the passage was effected; and the troops found 
themselves in a valley of no great extent. Their right 
was flanked by a rising ground, their left by the Garry. 
Wearied with the morning's work, they threw themselves 
on the grass to take some rest and refreshment. 

Early in the afternoon, they were roused by an alarm 
that the Highlanders were approaching. Regiment 
a~er regiment started up and got into order. In a little 
while the summit of an ascent which was about a musket 
shot before them was covered with bonnets and plaids. 
Dundee rode forward for the purpose of surveying the 

. force with which he was to contend, and then drew up 
his own men with as much skill as their peculiar cha
racter permitted him to exert. It was desirable to keep 
the clans distinct. Each tribe, large or small, formed 
a column separated from the next column by a wide in
terval. . One of these battalions might contain seven 
hundred men, while another consisted of only a hun
dred and twenty. Lochiel had represented that it was 
impossible to mix men of different tribes without de
stroying all that constituted the peculiar strength of a 
Highland army.· 
. On the right, close to the Garry, were the Macleans. 
Next to them were Cannon and his Irish 'foot. Then 
came the Macdonnlds of Clanronald, commanded by the 

• Memoirs of Sir Ewan Cameron; Mackay's Memoirs. 



WILLIAM AND MARY. 

guardian of their young prince. On the left were other 
bands of Macdonalds. At the head of one large bat
talion towered the stately form of Glengarry, who bore 
in his hand the royal standard of King James the 
Seventh.- Still further to the left were the cavalry, a 
small squadron consisting of some Jacobite gentlemen 
who had fled from the Lowlands to the mountains and 
of about forty of Dundee's old' troopers. The horses 
had been ill fed and ill tended among the Grampians, 
and looked miserably lean and feeble. Beyond them 
was Lochiel with his Camerons. On the extreme left, 
the men of Sky were marshalled by Macdonald of 
Sleat·t 

In the Highlands, as in all countries where war has 
not become a science, men thought it the most important 
duty of a commander to set an example of personal 
courage and of bodily exertion. Lochiel was especially 
renowned for his physical prowess.' His clansmen 
looked big with pride when they related how he had 
himself broken hostile ranks and hewn down tall war.; 
riors. He probably owed quite as much of his influence 
to these achievements as to the high qualities which, if 
fortune had placed him in the English Parliament or at 
the French court, would have made him one of the fore
most men of his age. He had the sense however to 
perceive how erroneous was the notion which Pis coun
trymen had formed. He knew that to give and to take 
blows was not the business of a general~ He knew 
with how much difficulty Dundee had been able to 
keep together, during a few days, an army composed 
of several clans; and he knew that what Dundee had 
effected with difficulty Cannon would not be able to 
effect at all. The life on which so much depended 
must not be sacrificed to a barbarous prejudice. Lo
chiel therefore adjured Dundee not to run into any 
unnecessary danger. "Your Lordship'S business," ·he 

• Douglas's Baronage of Scotland. t Memoirs of Sir Ewan Cameron. 
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said, "is to overlook every thing, and to issue your com
mands. Our business is to execute those conimands 
bravely and promptly." Dundee answered with calm 
magnanimity that there was much weight in what his 
friend Sir Ewan had urged, but that no general could 
effect any thing great· without possessing the confidence 
of his men. "I must establish my character for cou
rage. Your people expect to see their leaders in the 
thickest of the battle; and to day they shall see me 
there. I promise you, on my honour, that in future 
fights I will take more care of myself." 

Meanwhile a fire of musketry was kept up on both 
sides, but more skilfully and more steadily by the re
gular soldiers than by the mountaineers. The space 
between the armies was one cloud of smoke. Not a few 
Highlanders dropped; and the clans grew impatient. 
The sun however was low in the west before Dundee 
gave the order to prepare for action. His men raised a 
great shout. The enemy, probably exhauste4 by the 
toil of the day, returned a feeble and wavering cheer. 
" We shall do it now," said Lochiel: "that is not the 
cry of men who are going to win." He had walked 
through all his ranks, had addressed a few words to 
every Cameron, and had taken from every Cameron a. 
promise to c~)llquer or die.'-

It was past seven o'clock. Dundee gave the word. 
The Highlanders dropped their plaids. The few who 
were so luxurious as to wear rude socks of untanned 
hide spurned them away. It was long remembered in 
Lochaber that Lochiel took off what probably was the 
only pair of shoes in his clan, and charged barefoot at 
the head of his men. The whole line advanced firing. 
The enemy returned the fire and did much execution. 
When only a small space was left between the armies, 
the Highlanders suddenly flung away their firelocks, 
drew their broadswords, and rushed forward with a. 

• Memoirs of f;ir Ewan Cameron. 
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fearful yell. The Lowlanders prepared to receive the 
shock; but this was then a long and awkward process; 
and the soldiers were still fumbling with the muzzles of 
their guns and the handles of their bayonets when the 
whole :flood of Macleans, Macdonalds, and Camerons 
came down. In two minutes the battle was lost and won. 
The ranks of Balfour's regiment broke. He was cloven 
down while struggling in the press. Ramsay's men 
turned their backs and dropped their arms. Mackay'S 
own foot were swept away by the furious onset of the 
Camerons. His brother and nephew exerted themselves 
in vain to rally the men. The former was laid dead on 
the ground by a stroke from a claymore. The latter, 
with eight wounds on his body, made his way through 
the tumult and carnage to his uncle's side. Even in 
that extremity Mackay retained all his self possession. 
He had still one hope. A charge of horse might reco
ver the day; for of horse the bravest Highlanders were 
supposed. to stand ~ awe. But he called on the horse 
in vain. Belhaven indeed behaved like a gallant gen
tleman: but his troopers, appalled by the rout. of the 
infantry, galloped off in disorder: Annandale's men 
followed: all was over; and the mingled torrent of red
coats and tartans went raving down the valley to the 
gorge of Killiecrankie. . 

l\fackay, accompanied by one trusty servant, spurred 
bravely through the thickest of the claymores and tar~ 
gets, and reached a point from which he had a view of 
the field. His whole army had disappeared, with the 
exception of some Borderers whom Leven had kept 
together, and of Hastings's regiment, which had poured 
a murderous fire into the Celtic ranks, and which still 
kept unbroken order. All the men that could be col
lected were. only a few hundreds. The general made 
haste to lead them across the Garry, and, having put 
that river between them arid the enemy, paused for a 
moment to meditate on his situation. 
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He could hardly understand how the conquerors 
could be _so unwise as to allow him even that moment 
for deliberation. They might with. ease have killed or 
taken all who were with him before the night closed 
in. But the energy of the Celtic warriors had spent 
itself in one furious rush and one short struggle. 
The pass was choked by the twelve hundred beasts of 
burden which carried the provisions and baggage of 
the vanquished army. Such a booty was irresistibly 
tempting to men who were impelled to war quite as 
much by the desire of rapine as by the desire of glory. 
It is probable that few even of the chiefs were disposed 
to leave so rich a prize for the sake of King James. 
Dundee himself might at that moment have been unable 
to persuade his followers to quit the heaps of spoil, and 
to complete the great work of the day; and Dundee 
was no more. 

At the beginning of the action he had taken his place 
in front of his little band of cavalry. He bade them 
follow him, and rode forward. But it seemed to be 
decreed that,on that day, the Lowland Scotch should 
in both armies appear to disadvantage. The horse he
sitated. Dundee turned round, stood up in his stirrups, 
and, waving his hat, invited them to come on. As he 
lifted his arm, his cuirass rose, and exposed the lower 
p~rt of his left side. A musket ball struck him; his 
horse sprang forward and plunged into a cloud of smoke 
and dust, which hid from both armies the fall of the 
victorious general. A person named Johnstone was near 
him and caught him as he sank down from the saddle. 
"How goes the day?" said Dundee. "Well for King 
James;" answered Johnstone: "but I am sorry for 
Your Lordship." "If it is well for him," .answered the 
dying man, "it matters the less for me." He never 
spoke again; but when, half an hour later, Lord Dun
fermline and some other friends came to the spot, they 
thought that they could still discern some faint remains 
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Mackay, who was ignorant of Dundee's fate, and well 1689. 

acquainted with Dundee's skill and activity, expected Retreat of 
to be instantly and hotly pursued, and had very little ex- Mackay. 

pectation of being able to save even the scanty remains 
of the vanquished army. He could not retreat by the 
pass: for the Highlanders were already there. He there-
fore resolved to push across the mountains towards the 
valley of the Tay. He soon overtook two or three hun-
dred of his runaways who· had taken the same road. 
Most of them belonged to Ramsay's regiment, and must 
have seen service. But they were unarmed: they 
were utterly bewildered by the recent disaster; and the 
general could :find among them no. remains either of 
martial discipline or of martial spirit: His situation was 
one which must have severely tried the :firmest nerves. 
Night had set in : he was in a desert: he had no guide: 
a victorious enemy was, in all human probability, on 
his track; and he had to provide for the safety of a 
crowd of men who had lost both head and heart. He 
had just suffered a defeat of all defeats the most painful 
and humiliating. His domestic feelings had been not 
less severely wounded than his professional feelings. 
One dear kinsman had just been struck dead before his 
eyes. Another, bleeding from many wounds, moved 
feebly at his side. But the unfortunate general's cou-. 
rage was sustained by a :firm faith in God, and a high 
sense of duty to the state. In the midst of misery 

• As to the battle, see Mackay's the battle. I need not say that it 
Memoirs, Letters, and Short Relation; is as impudent a forgery as Fingal. 
the Memoirs of Dundee; Memoirs The author of the Memoirs of 
of Sir Ewan Cameron; Nisbet's and Dundee says that Lord Leven was 
Osburne's depositions in the Appen- scared by the sight of the Highland 
dix to the Act. ParI. of July 14. . weapons, and set the example of 
1690. See also the account of the flight. This is a spiteful falsehood. 
battle in one of Burt's Letters. That Leven behaved remarkably well 
Macpherson printed a letter from is proved by Mackay's Letters, Me
Dundee to James, dated the day after moirs, and Short Relation. 
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and disgrace, he still held his head nobly erect, and 
found fortitude, not only for himself, but for. all around 
him. His first care was to be sure of his road. A 
solitary light which twinkled through the darkness 
guided him to a small hovel. The inmates spoke no 
tongue but the Gaelic, and were at first scared by 
the appearance of uniforms and arms. But Mackay'S 
gentle manner removed their apprehension: their lan
guage had been familiar to him in childhood; and he 
retained enough of it to communicate. with them. By 
their directions, and by the help of a pocket map, in 
which the routes through that wild· country were 
roughly laid down, he was able to find his way. He 
marched all night. When day broke his task was more 
difficult than ever. Light increased the terror of his 
companions. Hastings's men and Leven's men indeed 
still behaved themselves like soldiers. But the fugitives 
from Ramsay's were it mere rabble. They had flung 
away their muskets. The broadswords from which 
they had fled were ever in their eyes. Every fresh 
object caused a fresh panic. A company of herdsmen 
in plaids driving cattle was magnified by imagination 
into a host of Celtic warriors. Some of the runaways 
left the main body and fled to the hills, where their 
cowardice met with a proper punishment. They were 
killed for their coats and shoes; and their naked car
casses were left for a prey to the eagles of Ben Lawers. 
The desertion would have been much greater, had not 
Mackay and his officers, pistol in hand, threatened to 
blowout the brains of any man whom they caught 
attempting to steal off'. 

At length the weary fugitives came in sight of Weem 
Castle. The proprietor of the mansion was a friend to 
the new government, and extended to them such hos
pItality as was in his power. HIS stores of oatmeal 
were brought out: kine were slaughtered; and a rude 
and hasty meal was set before the numerous guests. 
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Thus refreshed, they again set forth, and marched aU CHAP. 

day over bog, moor, and mountain. Thinly iD.habited XIII. 

as the country was, they could plainly see that the 1689. 
report of their disaster had already spread far, and that 
the population was every where in a state. of great 
excitement. Late at night they reached Castle Drum-
mond, which was held for King William by a small 
garrison; and, on the following day, they proceeded 
with less difficulty to Stirling.'-

The tidings of their defeat had outrun them. .All Effect of 

Scotland was in a ferment. The disaster had indeed ~~e ~~TI~~ 
been great: but it was exaggerated by the wild hopes crankie. 

of one party and by the wild fears. of the other. It 
was at first believed that the whole army of Kirig 
William had perished; that Mackay himself had fallen; 
that Dundee, at the head of a great host of barbarians; 
flushed with victory and impatient for spoil, had already 

. descended from the hills; that he was master of the 
whole country beyond the Forth; that Fife was up to 
ioin him; that in three days he would be· at Stirling; 
that in a week he would be at Holyrood. Messengers 
were sent to urge a regiment which lay in N orthum'
berland to hasten across the border. Others carried 
to London earnest entreaties that His Majesty would 
instantly send every soldier that could be spared, nay, 
that he would come himself to save his northern king-
dom. The factions of the 'Parliament House, awe- The Scot-

k h d ~ . C tishPar-struc by t e common anger, ~orgot to wrangle. our- liament 

tiers and malecontents with one voice implored the adjonrned. 

Lord High Commissioner to close the session, and to 
dismiss them from a place where their deliq,erations 
might soon be. interrupted by the mountaineers. It was 
seriously considered whether it might not be expedient 
to abandon ~dinburgh, to send the numerous state 
prisoners who were in the Castle and the Tolbooth ~n 

• Mackay's Memoirs. Life of General Hugh Mackay by J. Mackay 
of Rockfield. 
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board of a man of war which layoff Leith, and to 
transfer the seat of government to Glasgow. 

The news of Dundee's victory was every where 
speedily followed 'Oy the news of his death; and it is 
a strong proof of the extent and vigour of his faculties, 
that his death seems every where to have been regarded 
as a complete set off against his victory. Hamilton, before 
he adjourned the Estates, informed them that he had 
good tidings for them; that Dundee was certainly dead; 
and that therefore th'e rebels had on the whole sustained 
a defeat. In several letters written at that conjuncture 
by able and experienced politicians a similar opinion 
is expressed. The messenger who rode with the news 
of the battle to the English Court was fast followed 
by another who carried a despatch for the King, and, 
not finding His Majesty at Saint James's, galloped to 
Hampton Court. Nobody in the capital ventured to 
break the seal; but fortunately, after the letter had been 
closed, some friendly hand had hastily written on the 
outside a few words of comfort: "Dundee is killed. 
Mackay has got to Stirling:" and these words quieted 
the minds of the Londoners.'-

From the pass of lUlliecrankie the Highlanders had 
retired, proud of their victory, and laden with spoil, to 
the Castle of Blair. They boasted that the field of bat
tle was covered with heaps of the -Saxon soldiers, and 
that the appearance of the corpses bore ample testi
mony to the power of a good Gaelic broadsword in a 
good Gaelic right hand. Heads were found cloven down 
to the throat, and sculls struck clean off just above the 
ears. The conquerors however had bought their vic
tory dear. While they were advancing, they had been 
much galled by the musketry of the enemy; and, even 
after the decisive charge, Hastings'S Englishmen and 

• Letter of the Extraordinary and a letter of the same date from 
Ambassadors to the Greffier of the Van Odyck, who was at Hampton 
States General, August -/r. 1689; Court. 



WILLIAM AND MARY.· 

some of Leven's borderers had continued to keep up a 
steady fire. A hundred and twenty Camerons had been 
slain: the loss of the Macdonalds had been still greater; 
and several gentlemen of birth and note had fallen .... 

Dundee was buried in the church of Blair Athol: 
but no monument was erected over his grave; and the 
church itself has long disappeared. A rude stone on 
the field of battle marks, if local tradition can be trusted, 
the place where he fell. t During the last three months 
of his life he had approved himself a great warrior and 
politician; and his name is therefore mentioned with 
respect by that l!1rge class of persons who think that 
there is no excess of wickedness for which courage and 
ability do not atone. 

It is curious that the two most remarkable battles 
that perhaps were ever gained by irr@gular over regular 
troops should have been fought in the same week; the 
battle of Killiecrankie, and the battle of Newton Butler. 
In both battles the success of the irregular troops was 
singularly rapid and complete. In both· battles the 
panic of the regular troops, in spite of the conspicuous 
example of courage set by their generals, was singu
larly disgraceful. It ought also to be noted that, of 
these extraordinary victories, one was gained by Celts 
over Saxons, and the other by Saxons over Celts. The. 
victory of Killiecrankie indeed, though neither more 
splendid nor more important than the victory of Newton 
Butler, is far more widely renowned; and the reason 
is evident. The Anglosaxon and the Celt have been 
reconciled in Scotland, and have never been reconciled 
in Ireland. In Scotland all the great. actions of both 
races are thrown into a common stock, and are considered 
as making up the glory which belongs to the whole 
country. So completely hB:s the old antipathy l?een 

* Memoirs of Sir Ewan Came- more than a hundred and twent} 
ron; Memoirs of I>undee. years old. The stone was pointed 

t The tradition is certainly much out to Burt. 
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extinguished that nothing is more usual than to hear 
a Lowlander talk with complacency and even with pride 
of the most humiliating defeat that his ancestors ever. 
underwent. It would be difficult to name any eminent 
man in whom national feeling and clannish feeling were 
stronger than in Sir Walter Scott. Yet when Sir Wal
ter Scott mentioned Killiecrankie he seemed utterly 
to forget that he was a Saxon, that he was of the same 
blood and of the same speech with l~amsay's foot and 
Annandale's horse. His heart swelled with triumph 
when he related how his own .kindred had fled like hares 
before a smaller number of warriors of a different breed 
and of a different tongue. 

In Ireland the feud remains unhealed. The name of 
Newton Butler, insultingly repeated by a minority, is 
hateful to the great majority of the population. If a 
monument were set up on the field of battle, it would 
probably be defaced: if a fest~val were held in Cork or 
'Waterford on the anniversary of the battle, it would 
probably be interrupted by violence. The most illus~ 
trious Irish poet of our time would have thought it 
treason to his country to sing the praises of the con
querors. One of the most learned and diligent Irish 
archlllologists of our time has laboured, not indeed very 
successfully, to prove that the event of the day was 
decided by a mere accident from which the Englishry 
could derive no glory. We cannot wonder that the 
victory of the Highlanders should be more celebrated 
than the victory· of the Enniskilleners, when we con
sider that the victory of the .Highlanders is matter of 
boast to all Scotland, and that the victory of the Ennis
killeners is matter of shame to three fourths of Ireland. 

As far as the great interests of the State were con
cerned, it mattered not at all whether the battle of 
Killiecrankie were lost or'Won. It is very improbable 
that even Dundee, if he had survived the most glorious 
day of his life, could have sunnounted those difficulties 
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which sprang from the peculiar nature of his army, CHAP, 

and which would have increased tenfold as soon as the XlII. 

war was transferred to the Lowlands. It is certain that 1689. 
his successor was altogether unequal to the task. Du-
ring a day or two, indeed, the new general might flatter 
himself that all would go well. His army was rapidly The High

swollen to near double the number of claymores that ~::':::r 
Dundee had commanded. The Stewarts of Appin, who, 
though full of zeal, had not been able to come up in 
time for the battle, were among the first who arrived. 
Several clans, which had hitherto waited to see which 
side was the stronger, were now eager to descend on 
the Lowlands under the standard of King James the 
Seventh. The Grants indeed continued to bear true alle-
giance to William and Mary; and the Mackintoshes were 
kept neutral by unconquerable aversion to Keppoch. 
But Macphersons, Farquharsons, and Frasers came in 
crowds to the camp at Blair. The hesitation of the 
Athol men was at an end: Many of them had lurked, 
during the fight, among the crags and birch trees of 
Killiecrankie, and, as soon as the event of the day was 
decided, had emerged from those hiding places to strip 
and butcher the fugitives who tried to escape by the 
pass. The Robertsons, a Gaelic race, though bearing a 
Saxon name, gave in at this conjuncture their adhesion 
to the cause of the exiled king. Their chief Alexa.nder; 
who took his appellation from his lordship of Strnan, 
was a very young man and a student at tl?e University 
of Saint Andrew's. He had there acquired a smattering 
of letters, and had been initiated much more deeply 
into Tory politics. He now joined the Highland army, 
and continued, through a long life, to be constant to the 
Jacobite cause. His part, however, in public affairs 
was so insignificant that . his name would not now be 
remembered, if he had ns>t le~ a volume of poems, always 
yery stupid and often very profligate. Had this book 

-been manufactured in Grub Street, it would scarcely 
VOL. m. B B 
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have been honoured with a quarter of a line in the 
Dunciad. But it attracted some notice on account of 
the situation of the ·writer. For, a hundred and twenty 
years ago, an eclogue or a lampoon written by a High
land chief was a literary portent .... 

But, though the numerical strength of Cannon's forces 
was increasing, their efficiency was diminishing. -Every 
new tribe which joined the camp brought with it some 
new cause of dissension. In the hour of peril, the most 
arrogant and mutinous spirits will often submit to the 
guidance Of slJperior genius. Yet, even in the hour of 
peril, and even to the genius of Dundee, the Celtic chiefs 
had' yielded but a precarious and imperfect obedience. 
To restrain them, when intoxicated with success and 
confident of their strength, would probably have been 
too hard a task even for him, as it had been, in the pre
.ceding generation, too hard a task for Montrose. The new 
general did nothing but hesitate and hlunder. One of 
his first acts was to send a large body of men, chiefly 
Robertsons, down into the low country for the purpose 
of collecting provisions.. He seems to have supposed 
that this detachment would without difficulty occupy 
Perth. But Macby had already restored order among 
the remains of his army: he had assembled round him 
some troops which had not shared in the disgrace of the 
late defeat; and he was again ready for action. Cruel 
as his sufferings had been, he had wisely and magnani
mously resolved not to punish what was past. To dis
tinguish between degrees of guilt was not easy. To 
decimate the guilty would have been to commit a fright
ful massacre. His habitual piety too led him to con
sider the unexampled panic which had seized his soldiers 

• See the History prefixed to the evidence which is in the Appendix 
. poems of Alexander Robertson. In to the Act. ParL Scot. of July 140. 
this history he is reprt'sented as hav- 1690, that he' came in on the folloW'. 
ing joined before the battle of Killie- ing day. 
c:rankie. But it appears from the 
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as a proof rather of the divine displeasure than of their CHAP. 

cowardice. He acknowledged with heroic humility that. XIIL 

the singular firmness which he had himself displayed in 1689. 

the midst of the confusion and havoc was not his own, 
and that he might well, but for the support of a higher 
power, have behaved as pusillanimously as any of the 
wretched runaways who had thrown away their wea-
pons and implored quarter in vain from the barbarous 
marauders of Athol. His dependence on heaven did 
not, however, prevent him from applYing himself vigor-
ously to the work of providing, as far as human pru-
dence could provide, against the recurrence of such a 
calamity as that which he had just experienced. The 
immediate cause of his defeat was the difficulty of fixing 
bayonets. The firelock of . the Highlander was -quite 
distinct from the weapon which he nsed in close fight •. 
He discharged his shot, threw away his gun, and fell. 
on with his sword.. This was the work of a momenti 
It took the regular musketeer two or three minutes to 
alter his missile weapon: into a weapon with. which he 
could encounter an enemy haJ?d to hand; and during 
these two or three minutes the event of the battle of 
Killiecrankie had been decided. M;ackay therefore or~ 
dered all his bayonets to be so formed that they might 
be screwed upon the barrel without. stopping i,t up, and 
that his men might b~ able to receive a charge the very 
instant after firing.... . . 

As soon as he learned that a detachment of the Gaelic Skirmish 

army was advancing towards Perth, he hastened to j~=!n'l. 
meet them at the head of a bo~y of drf1goons who had 
not been in the battle, and whose spirit was therefore 
unbroken. On Wednesday the thirty first of July, 
only four days after his defeat, he fell in with the Ro
bertsons, attacked them, routed them, killed a hundred 
and twenty of them, alld took tlqrty prisollers, with 

• Mackay's Memoirs. 
B B 2 
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the loss of only a single soldier.... This skirmish pro
duced an effect quite out of proportion to the number 
of the combatants or of the slain. The reputation of 
the Celtic arms went down almost as fast as it had 
risen. During two or three days it had been every 
where imagined that those arms were invincible. 
There was now a reaction. It was perceived that what 
had happened at Killiecrankie was an exception to 
ordinary rules, and that the Highlanders were not, ex
cept in very peculiar circumstances, a match for good 
regular soldiers. 

MeaJ}while the disorders of Cannon's camp went on 
increasing. He called a council of war to consider what 
course it would be advisable to take. But as soon as 
. the council had met, a preliminary question was raised. 
Who were entitled to be consulted? The army was 

. almost exclusively a Highland army. The recent vic
tory had been won exclusively by Highland warriors. 
Great chiefs, who had brought six or seven hundred 
fighting men into the field, did not think it fair that 
they should be outvoted by gentlemen from Ireland and 
from the low country, who bore· indeed King James's 
commission, and were called Colonels and Captains, but 
who were Colot;lels without regiments and Captains 
without companies. . Lochiel spoke strongly in behalf 
of th~ class to which he belonged: but Cannon decided 
that the votes of the Saxon officers should be reckoned. t 

It was next considered what was to be the plan of the 
campaign. Lochiel was for advancing, for marching 
towards Mackay wherever Mackay might be, and for 
giving battle again. It can hardly be supposed that 
success had so turned the head of the wise chief of the 
Camerons as to make him insen·sible of the danger o' 
the course which he recommended. But he probably 
conceived that nothing but a choice between dangers 

• Mackay's Memoirs; Memoirs 
of Sir Ewan Cameron. 

t Memoirs of Sir Ewan Cameron. 
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was left to him. His notion was that vigorous action CHAP. 

was necessary to the very being of a Highland army, and XIII. 

that the coalition of clans would last only while, they 1689; 

were impatiently pushing forward from battlefield to 
battlefield. He was again overruled. All his hopes of 
success were now at an end. His pride was severely 
wounded. He had submitted to the ascendency of a 
great captain: but he cared. as little as any Whig for a 
royal commission. He had been willing to be the right 
hand of Dundee: but. he would not be ordered about 
by Cannon. He quitted the camp, and retired to Loch-
aber. He indeed directed his clan to remain. But the 
clan, deprived of the leader whom it adored, and aware 
that he had withdrawn himself in ill humour, was no 
longer the same terrible column which had a few days 
before kept so well the vow to perish· or to. conquer. 
:Macdonald of Sleat~ whose forces· exceeded in number 
those of any other of the confederate chiefs; followed 
Lochiel's example and returned to Sky .... 

Mackay's arrangements were by this time complete; Ma~kar:s 
and he had little doubt that, if the rebels came down to :!:~~:~s
attack him, the regular army would retrieve the honour by the 

which had been .lost at lillliecrankie. His chief diffi.- :~t~~ers. 
culties arose from the wiWise interference of the mi-
nisters of the Crown at Edinburgh with matters which 
ought to have been left to his direction. The truth 
seems to be that they, after the ordinary fashion of men 
who, having no military experience, sit in judgment on 
military operations, considered success. as the only test 
of the ~bility of a commander. Whoever wins a battle 
is, in the estimation of such persons, a great general: 
whoever is beaten is a bad general; and no general 
had ever been more completely beaten than Mackay. 
William, on the other hand, continued to place entire 
confidence in his unfortunate lieutenant. To the dispa-

• Memoirs of Sir Ewan Cameron. 
B B :I 
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eRA P. raging remarks of critics who had never seen a skirmish, 
_XIII. Portland replied, by his master's -orders, that Mackay 
1689. was perfectly trustworthy, that he was brave, that he 

understood ~ar better than any other officer in Scot
land,and that it was much to be regretted that any 
prejudice should exist against so good a man and so 
good a soldier ... 

The Ca- The unjust contempt with which the Scotch Privy 
::::~~~~:~t Councillors regarded Mackay led them into a great error 
Dunkeld. which might well have caused a great disaster. The 

Cameronian regiment was sent to garrison Dunkeld. 
Of this arrangement Mackay altogether disapproved. 
He knew that at Dunkeld these troops would be near 
the enemy; that they would be far from all assistance; 
that they' would be in an open town; that they woul~ 
be surrOlUlded by a hostile population; that they were 
very imperfectly disciplined, though doubtless brave and 
zealous; that they were regarded by the whole Jacobite 
party throughout Scotland with peculiar malevolence; 
and that in all probability some great effort would be 
made to disgrace and destroy them. t 

The General's opinion was disregarded; and the 
Cameronians occupied the post assigned to them. It 
soon appeared that his forebodings were just. The 
inhabitants of the country round Dunkeld furnished 
Cannon with intelligence, and urged him to make a 
bold push. The peasantry of Athol, impatient for spoil, 
came in great numbers to swell his army. The regi
ment hourly expected to be attacked, and became dis
f'ontented and turbulent. The men, intrepid, indeed, 
both from constitution and from enthusiasm, but not 
yet broken to habits of military submission, expostu
lated with Cleland, who commanded them. They had, 
they imagined, been recklessly, if not perfidiously, sent 

if See Portland's Letters to !'.feI- t Mackay's Memoirs; Memoirs 
ville of April 22. and May 15.] 690, of Sir Ewan Cameron. 
in the Leven and Melville Papers. 
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to certain destruction. They were protected by no CHAP. 

d k · . XIII. ramparts: they ha a very scanty stoc of ammumtlon, 
they were hemmed in by enemies. .An officer might 1689. 
mount and gallop beyond reach of danger in an hour; 
but the private soldier must s~ay and be butchered~ 
"Neither I," said Cleland, "nor any of my officers will, 
in any extremity, abandon you. Bring out my horse, 
all our horses; they shall be shot dead." These words 
produced a complete change of feeling. The JIlen an .. 
swered that the horses should not be shot, that they 
wanted no· pledge from their brave Colonel except his 
word, and that they would run the last hazard with 
him. They kept their promise well. The Puritan blood 
was now thoroughly up; and what that blood was when 
it was up had been proved on many fields ·of. battle. 
• That night the regiment passed under arms. On the The Hi/!"h. 

morning of the following day, the twenty first of August, !:~~e::ellt
all the hills round Dunkeld were alive with bonnets C!'mero'

d 
and plaids. Cannon's army was much larger than that ~;:n:e~n 
.which. Dundee had commanded. More than a thousand pulsed • 

. horses laden with baggage accompanied his march. Both 
the horses and baggage were probably part of the booty 
of Killiecrankie. The whole nuinber of Highlanders was 
estimated by those who saw them at from: four to five 
thousand men. They came furiously on. The out
posts of the Cameronians were speedily driven in. The 
assailants came pouring on every side into the streets. 
The church, however, held out obstinately. But the 
greater part of the regiment made its stand behind a 
wall which surrounded a house belonging to the Marquess 
of Athol. This wall, which had two or three days 
before been hastily repaired with timber and loose 
stones, the soldiers defended desperately with musket, 
pike, and halbert. Their bullets were soon spent; but 
some of the men were employed in cutting lead from 
the roof of the Marquess's . house and shaping it into 
slugs. Meanwhile all the neighbouring houses were 

B B 4 
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crowded from top to bottom with Highlanders, who kept 
up .. a galling fire from the windows. ClelaDl.l~ while 
encouraging his men, was shot dead. The command 
devolved on Major Henderson. In another minute 
Henderson fell pierced. with three mortal wounds. His 
place was supplied by Captain Munro, and the con
test went on with undiminished fury. A party of the 
Cameronians sallied forth, set fire to the houses from 
which the fatal shots had come, and turned the keys in 
the doors. In one single dwelling sixteen of the enemy 
were burnt alive. Those who were in the fight described 
it as a terrible initiation for recruits. Half the town was 
blazing; and with the incessant roar of the guns were 
mingled the piercing shrieks of wretches perishing in 
the flames. The struggle lasted" four hours. By that 
time the Cameronians were .reduced nearly to their last 
flask of powder; but their spirit never flagged. "The 
enemy will soon carry the wall. Be it so. We will 
retreat into the house: we will defend it to the last; and, 
if they force their way into it, we will burn it over •• 
their heads and our own." But, while they were revolv
ing these desperate projects, they observed that the fury 
of the assault slackened. Soon the Highlanders began 
to fall back: disorder visibly spread among them; and 
whole bands began to march off to the hills. It was in 
vain that their general ordered them to return to the 
attack. Perseverance was not one "of their military 
virtues. The Cameronians meanwhile, with shouts of 
defiance, invited Amalek and Moab to come back and 
to try another chance' with the chosen people. ;But 

. these exhortations had as little effect as those of Can
non. In a short time the whole Gaelic a~y was in 
full retreat towards Blair. Then the drums struck 
up: the victorious Puritans threw their caps into the 
air, raised, with one voice, a psalm of triumph and 
thanksgiving, and waved their colours, colours which 
were on that day unfurled for the first time in the 
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face of an enemy, but which have since been proudly CHAI'. 

h 1d, XIII. borne in every quarter of t e wor and which are now 
embellished with the Sphinx and the Dragon,emblems 1689. 

of brave actions achieved in Egypt and in China .... 
The Cameronians had good reason to be joyful and Dissolution 

thankful; for they had finished the war. In the rebel' Ifi!'hl.nl 

camp all was discord and dejection. The Highlanders army. . 

blamed Cannon: Cannon blamed the' Highlanders;' and 
the host which had been the terror of Scotland melted fast 
away. The confederate chiefs signed an association by 
which they declared themselves faithful subjects of King 
James, and bound themselves to meet again at a future 
time. Having gone through this form, -for it was no 
more, -they departed, each to his home. Cannon and 
his Irishmen retired to 'the Isle of Mull. The Lowlanders 
who had followed Dundee to the mountains shifted for 
themselves as they best could. On the twenty fourth 
of August, exactly four weeks after the Gaelic army 
had won the battle of Killiecrankie, that army ceased to 

. exist. It ceased to exist, as the army of Montrose had, 
more than forty years earlier, ceased to exist, not in 
consequence of any great blow from Without, but by 
a natural dissolution, the effect of internal malforma
tion. All the fruits of victory were gathered by the 
vanquished. The Castle of Blair, which had been the 
immediate object of the contest, opened its gates to Mac
kay; and a chain of military posts, extending north
ward as far as Inverness, protected the cultivators of 
the plains against the predatory inroads of the moun
taineers~ 

During the autumn the government was much more Intrigue. 

annoyed by the Whigs of the low country, than by the ~l!~e: 

• Exact Narrative of the Conflict Reference to those Actions; Letter of 
at Dunkeld between the Earl Df Lieutenant Blackader to his brother; 
Angus's Regiment and the Rebels, dated Dunkeld, Aug. 21. 1689; 
collected from several Officers of that Faithful Contendings Displayed; 
Regiment who were Actors in or Eye- Minute of the Scotch Privy Council 
witnesses of all that's here narrated in of Aug. 28., quoted by Mr. Burton. 
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. CHAP. Jacobites of the hills. The Club, which had, in the late 
XIII. 

session of Parliament, attempted to turn the kingdom 
1689. into an oligarchical republic, and which had induced 

etate of the the Estates to refuse supplies and to stop the admini-
Lowlands. • f" . . d' h stratIon 0 JustIce, contInued to SIt urrng t e recess, 

and harassed the ministers of the· Crown by systematic 
agitation. The organization of this body, contemptible 
as it may appear to the generation which has seen the 
Roman Catholic Association and the Leagu~ against the 
Corn Laws, was then thought marvellous and formidable. 
The leaders of the confederacy boasted that they would 
force the King to do them right. They got up petitions 
and addresses, tried to inftame the populace by means 
of the press and the pulpit, employed emissaries among 
the soldiers, and talked of bringing up a large body of 
Covenanters from the west to overawe the Privy Coun
cil. In spite of every artifice, however, the ferment of 
the pUblic mind gradually subsided. ,The Government, 
after some hesitation, ventured to open the Courts of Jus
tice which the Estates had closed. The Lords of Session 
appointed by the King took their seats; and Sir James 
Dalrymple presided. The Club attempted to induce the 
advocates to absent themselves from the bar, and en
tertained some hope that the mob would pull the judges 
from the bench. But it speedily became clear that there 
was much more likely to be a scarcity of fees than of 
lawyers to take them: the common people of Edinburgh 
were well pleased to see again a tribunal associated in 
their minds with the dignity and prosperity of their 
city; and by many signs it appeared that the false and 
greedy faction which had commanded a majority of the 
legislature did not command a majority of the nation.-

• The history of Scotland dming this autumn will be best studied in 
the Leven and MelTille Papers. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

TWENTf FOUR hours. before the w~ in Scotland was OHAI'. 

brought to a close. by the discomfiture of the Celtic . XI~. • 

army at Dunkeld, the Parliament broke. up at West· 1689. 
minster. The Houses had sate ever since January pisputes 

without a recess. The Co~ons,. who were cooped up lis~h~!~g
in a narrow space, had suffered severely from heat and liament. 

discomfort; and the health of many members had given . 
way. The fruit however had not been propOI1ioned to 
the toil. The last three months of the session .had been 
almost entirely wasted in disputes, which have left no 
trace in the Statute Book. The' progress of salutary 
laws had been impeded, sometimes by l>ickerings between 
the Whigs and the Tories, and sometimes by bickerings 
between the Lords and the Commons. 

The Revolution had scarcely been accomplished 
when it appeared that the supporters of the Exclusion 
Bill had not forgotten what they had suffered during 
the ascendency of their enemies, and were bent on 
obtaining both reparation and revenge. Even before 
the throne was filled, the Lords appointed a committee 
to examine into the truth of the frightful stories which 
had been circulated concerning the death of Essex. 
The committee, which consisted of zealous Whigs, con· 
tinued its inquiries till all reasonable men were con
vinced that he had fallen by his own hand, and till his 
wife, his brother, and his most intimate friends were 
desirous that. the investigat~on should be carried no 
further.... Atonement was made, without any opposition 

• See the tords' Journ,als of the London Gazettes of Julv 31. and 
Feb. 5. 168., and of many Bubse- August 4. and 7. 1690, in which 
quent days; Braddon's pamphle*, Lady. Essex and Burnet publicly 
entitled the Earl of Essex's Memory contradicted Bcaddon. 
and Honour Vindicatell, 1690; and 
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CHAP. on the part of the Tories, to the memory and the 
XIV. families of some other victims, who were themselves 

1689. beyond the reach of human power. Soon after the 
!f:d:;'of Convention had been turned into a Parliament; a 
Russell re- bill for reversing the attainder of Lord Russell was 
~ersed. presented to the Peers, was speedily passed by them, 

was sent down to the Lower House, and was welcomed 
there with no common signs of emotion. Many of 
the members had sate in that very chamber with 
Russell. He had long exercised there an influence 
rese!nbling the influence which, within the memory of' 
this generation, belonged to the upright and benevo
lent Althorpe; an influence derived, not from superior 
skill in debate or in declamation, but from spotless 
integrity, from plain good sense, and from that frank
ness, that simplicity, that good nature, which are 
singularly graceful and winning in a man raised by 
birth and fortune high above his fellows. By the 
Whigs Russell had been honoured as a chief; and his 
political adversaries had admitted that, when he was 
not misled by associates less respectable and more art
ful than himself, he was as honest and kindhearted a 
gentleman as any in England. The manly firnmess 
and Christian meekness with which he had met death, 
the desolation of his nob~e house, the misery of the 
bereaved father, the blighted prospects of the orphan 
children"', above all, the union of womanly tenderness 
and angelic patience in her who had been dearest to the 
brave sufi'erer, who had sate, with the pen in her hand, 
by his side at the bar, who had cheered the gloom of 

• Whether the attainder of Lord of these opinions is signed by Pem
Russell would, if un reversed, have berton, who had· presided at the 
prevented. his son from succeeding trial. This circumstance seems to 
to the earldom of Bedford is a dif- prove that the family did not impute 

• ficult question. The old Earl col- to him any injustice or cruelty j 
lected the opinions of the greatest and in truth he had behaved as well 
lawyers of the age, which may still as any judge, before the Revolu~ 
be seen among thE' archives at Wo- tion, ever behaved on a simiIaroc~ 
burn. I t is remarkable that one casion. 
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his cell, aud who, on his last day, had shared with him 
the memorials of the great sacrifice, had softened the 
he~rts of many who were little in the habit of pitying 
an opponent. That Russell had many good qualities, 
that he had meant well, that he had been hardly 

• used, was now admitted even by courtly lawyers who 
had assisted in shedding . his blood, and by courtly 
divines who had done their worst to blacken his reputa
tion. When, therefore, the parchment which annulled 
his sentence was laid on the table of that assembly in 
which, eight years before, his face and his voice had 
been so well known, the excitement was· great. One 
old Whig member tried to speak, but was overcome by 
his feelings. "I ~annot," he said, "name my Lord 
Russell without disorder. It is enough to name him. 
I am not able to say more." Many eyes were directed 
towards that part of the house where Finch sate. The 
highly honourable manner in which he had· quitted a 
lucrative office, as soon as he had found that he .could 
not keep it without supporting the dispensing power, 
and the conspicuous part which he had. borne in the 
defe~ce of the Bishops, had done ~uch to atone. for his 
faults. Yet, on this day, it could not be forgotten that 
he had strenuously exerted himself, as counsel for the 
Crown, to obtain that judgment which was now tQ be 
solemnly revoked. He rose, and attempted to defend 
his conduct: but neither his legal acuteness, nor that' 
fluent and sonorous elocution which was in his family a 
hereditary gift, and of which none of his family had a 
larger share than himself, availed him on this occasion. 
The House was in no humour to hear him, and repeat
edly interrupted him by cries of" Orcier." He had been 
treated, he was told, with great indulgence. No. acCu~ 
sation }:lad been brought against him. Why then should 
he, under pretence of vindicating himself, attempt 
to throw dishonourable imputations on an illustrious 
name, and to apologize for a judicial murder? He was 
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forced to sit down, after declaring that he meant only 
to clear himself from the charge of having exceeded 
the limits of his professional duty; that he disclaimed 
all intention of attacking the memory of Lord Russell ; 
and that he should sincerely rejoice at the reversing 
of the attainder. Before the House rose the bill was 
read a second time, and would have been instantly 
read a third time and passed, had not some ad.ditions 
and omissions been proposed, which would, it was 
thought, make the reparation more complete. The 
amendments were prepared with great expedition: the 
Lords agreed .. to them; and the King gladly gave his 
assent. * . 

This bill was soon followed by three other bills which 
annulled three wicked· and infamous judgments, the 
judgment against Sidney, the judgment against Cor
nish, and the.judgment against Alice Lisle.t 

Some living Whigs obtained without difficulty redress 
for. injuries which they had suffered in the late reign. 
The sentence of Samuel Johnson was taken into consi
deration by the Hous~ of Commons. It was resolved 
that the scourging which he had undergone was cruel, 
and that his degradation was of no legal effect. The 
latter proposition admitted of no dispute: for he had 
been degraded by the prela~es who had been appointed 

. to govern the diocese of London during Compton's 
suspension. Compton had been· suspended by a decree 
of the High Commission; and the decrees of the High 
Commission were universally acknowledged to be nulli
ties. Johnson had therefore been stripped of his robe by 
persons who had no jurisdiction over him. The Commons 
requested the King to compensate the sufferer by some 
ecclesiastical preferment.! William, however, found that 

.. Grey's Debates, MarCh 168-3-
t The Acts which reversed the at

tainders of Russell, Sidney, Cornish, 
and Alice Lisle were private Acts. 
Only the titles therefore are printed 

in the Statute Book j bui- the Acts 
will be found in Howell's Collection 
of State Trials. 

t (',gmmons' JOllrnnls, Jllnc 24-
1689. • 
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he could not, without great inconvenience, grant this CHAP 

request. For Johnson, though brave, honest and reli- XIV. 

gious, had always been rash, mutinous and quarrel~ 168!}. 

some; and, since he had endured for his opinions a mar
tyrdom more terrible than death, the infirmities of his 

. temper and understanding had increased to such a 
degree that he was as disagreeable to Low Churchmen 
as to High Churchmen. Like too many other men, 
who are not to be turned from the path· of right by 
pleasure, by lucre or by danger, he mistook the im .. 
pulses of his pride and resentment for the monitions of 
conscience, and deceived himself into a belief that, in 
treating friends and foes with indiscriminate insolence 
and. asperity, he was merely showing his Christian faith
fulness and courage. Burnet, by exhorting him to pa .. 
tience and forgiveness of injuries,. made him a mortal 
enemy. " Tell His Lordship," said the inflexible priest, 
"to mind his own business, and to let me look . after 
mine."· It soon began to be whispered that Johnson 
was mad. He accused Burnet of being the author of the 
report, and avenged himself by 'VIjiting libels so violent 
that they strongly confirmed the imputation which they. 
were meant to refute. The King, therefore, thought it 
better to give out of his own revenue a liberal compen .. 
sation for the wrongs which the Commons had bro~ght 
to his notice than to place an eccentric and irritable 
man in a situation of dignity and public trust. John
son was gratified with a present of a thousand pounds,; 
and a pension of three hundred a year for two lives. 
His son w,as 'also provided for in the public service. t . 

While the Commons were considering the case of Case or 
J h th L as . . . . h . Devon. o nson, e or were scrutlDlsmg Wit . seventy shire. 

the proceedings which had, in the late reign, been 

• Jobnson tells this story himself t Some Memorials· of the Re
in his strange pamphlet entitled, verend Samuel Johnson, prefixed to' 
Notes upon the Phamix Edition of the folio edition of his works, 171 O. 
the Pastoral Letter, 1694.· 
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instituted against one of their own order, the Earl of 
Devonshire. The judges who had passed sentence on 
him were strictly interrogated; and a resolution was 
passed declaring that in his case the privileges of the 
peerage had been infringed, and that the Court of 
King's Bench, in punishing a hasty blow by a :fine of 
thirty thousand pounds, had, violated common justice 
and the Great Charter." 

In the cases which have been mentioned, all parties 
seem to have agreed in thinking that some public 
reparation was due. But the fiercest passions both of 
Whigs and Tories were soon roused by the noisy claims 
of a wretch whose sufferings, great as they might seem, 
had been trifling when compared with his criIttes. 
Oates had come back, like a ghost from the place of 
punishment, to haunt the spots which had been polluted 
by his guilt. The three years and a half which fol
lowed his scourging he had passed in one of the cells 
ot Newgate, except when on certain days, the anni
versaries of his peIjuries, he had been brought forth and 
set on the pillory. ~e was still, however, regarded by 
many fanatics as a martyr; and it was said that they 
were able so far to corrupt his keepers that, in spite of 
positive, orders from the' government, his sufferings' 
wer~ mitigated by many indulgences. While offenders, 
who, compared with him, were innocent, grew lean on· 
the prison allowance, his cheer was mended by turkeys, 
and chines, capons and sucking pigs, venison pasties 
and hampers of claret, the offerings of zealous Pro
,testants. t When James had fled from Whitehall, and 
when London was in confusion, it was moved, in the 
council of Lords which had provisionally assumed the. 
,direction of affairs, that Oates should be set at liberty of 

The motion was rejectedt: but the gaolers, not 'know-

• Lords' Journals, May 15. 1689. 
t North's Examen, 224. North's 

eVidence is confirmed by several con
temporary squibs in prose and verse. 

See also the El"C:1V PPOTO>'OIYOV, 
1697. 

: Halifax MS. in the British 
Museum. ' 
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ing whom to obey in that time of anarchy, and desiring 
to conciliate a man who had once been, and might 
perhaps again be, a terrible enemy, allowed their pri
soner to go freely about the town.... His uneven legs 
and his hideous face, made more hideous by the 
shearing which his ears had undergone, were now 
again seen every day in Westminster Hall and the 
Court of Requests. t He fastened himself on his old 
patrons, and, in that drawl which he affected as a mark 
of gentility, gave them the history of his wrongs and 
of his hopes. It was impossible, he said, that now, 
when the good cause was triumphant, the discoverer of 
the plot could be overlooked. " Charles gave me nine 
hundred pounds a year. Sure William will give me 
more·"l 

In a few weeks he brought his sentence before the 
House of Lords by a writ of error. This is a species of 
appeal which raises no question of fact. The Lords, 
while sitting judicially on the writ of error, were not 
competent to examine whether the verdict which pro
nounced Oates guilty was or was. not according to· the 
evidence. All that they had to consider was whether, 
the verdict being supposed to be according to the evi
dence, the judgment was legal. But it would have 
been difficult even for a tribunal composed of veteran 
magistrates, and was almost impossible for an assembly 
of noblemen who were all strongly biassed on one side or 
on the other, and among whom there was at that time. 

• Epistle Dedicatory to Oates's 
d~~", {3atlt"ALK~. 

t In a ballad of the time are the 
following lines: 
"Come listen, ye Whigs, to my pitiful 

moan, 
All you that have ears, when the Doctor 

has none." 

These lines must. have been in 
Mason's head when he wrote the 
couplet-

"Witness, ye Hills, ye Johnson&, Scots, 
Shehbeares ; 

Hark to my call; for some of you have 
ears." . 

:I: North's Examen, 224. 254. 
North says" six hundred a year:" 
But I have taken the larger sum 
from the impudent petition which 

. Oates addressed to the Commons, 
July 25. 1689. See the Jour-' 
naIs. 
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not a single person whose mind had been disciplined by 
the study of jurisprudence, to look steadily at the mere 
point of law, abstracted from the special circumstances 
of the case. In the view of one party, t party which 
even among the Whig peers was probably a minority,. 
the appellant was a man who had rendered inestimable 
services to the cause of liberty and religion, and who 
had been requited by long· confinement, by degrading 
exposure, and by torture not to be thought of without 
a shudder. The majority of the House more justly re
garded him as the falsest, the most malignant and the 
most impudent being that had ever disgraced the human 
form. The sight of that brazen forehead, the accents of 
that lying tongue, deprived them of all mastery over them
selves. Many of them doubtless remembered with shame 
and remorse that they had been his dupes, and that, on 
the very last occasion on which he had stood before themr
he had by pmjury induced them to shed the blood of 
one of their own illustrious order. It was not to be 
expected that a crowd of gentlemen under the in:fluence 
of feelings like these would act with the cold impartiality 
of a court of justice. Before they came to any decision 
on the legal question which Titus had brought before 
them, they picked a succession of quarrels with him. 
He had published a paper magnifying his merits and 
his sufferings. The Lords found out some pretence for 
calling this publication a breach of privilege, and sent 
him to the Marshalsea. He petitioned to be released; 
but an objection was raised to his petition. He had 
described himself as a Doctor of Divinity; and their 
lordships refused to acknowledge him as such. He was 
brought to their bar, and asked where he had graduated. 
He answered, "At the university of Salamanca." This 
was no new instance of his mendacity and effrontery. 
His Sal:~,manca degree had been, during many years, 
a favourite theme of all the Tory satirists from Dry
den downwards; and even on the Continent the Sala-
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manca Doctor was a nickname in ordinary use." The 
Lords, in their hatred of Oates, 80 far forgot their own 
dignity as to treat this ridiculous matter seriously. 
They ordered" him to efface from his petition the words, 
"Doctor of Divinity." He replied that he could not in 
conscience do it; and he was accordingly sent back to 
gaol.t 

These preliminary proceedings indicated not ob
scurely what the fate of the writ of error would be. 
The counsel for Oates had been heard. No counsel 
appeared against him. The Judges were required to 
give their opinions. Nine of them were in attendance; 
and among the nine were the Chiefs of the three Courts 
of Common Law. The unanimous answer of these 
grave, learned and upright magistrates was that the 
Court of King's Bench was not competent to degrade a 
priest from his sacred office, or to pass a sentence of 
perpetual imprisonment; and that therefore the judg
ment against Oates was contrary to law, and ought to 
be reversed. The Lords should undoubtedly have con
sidered themselves as bound by this opinion. That 
they knew Oates to be the worst of men was nothing to 
the purpose. To them, sitting as a court of justice, 
he ought to have been merely a John of Styles or a 
John of Nokes. But their indignation was violently 
excited. Their habits were not those which :fit men 
for the discharge of judicial duties. The debate turned 
almost entirely on matters to which no allusion ought 
to have been made. Not a single peer ventured to 
affirm that the judgment was legal: but much was 
said about the odious character of the appellant, about 
the impudent accusation which he had brought against 
Catharine of Braganza, and about the evil consequences 
which might follow if so bad a man were capable of 

• Van Citters, in his despatches t Lords' Journals, 'May SO. 
to the States General, \lIIe8 this 1689. 
nickname quite gravely. 
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being a witness. "There is only one way," said the 
Lord President, " in which I can consent to reverse the 
fellow's sentence. He has been whipped from .Aldgate 
to Tyburn. He ought to be whipped from Tyburn 
back to .Aldgate." The question was put. Twenty 

, three peers voted for reversing the judgment; thirty 
five for affirming it.'" 

This decision produced a great sensation, and not 
without reason. A question was now raised which 
might justly excite the anxiety of every man in the 
kingdom. That question was whether the highest 
tribunal, the tribunal on which, in the last resort, 
depended the most precious interests of every English 
subject, was at liberty to decide judicial questions on 
other than judicial grounds, and to withhold from a 
suitor what was admitted to be his legal right, on 
account of the depravity of his moral character. That 
the supreme Court of Appeal ought not to be suffered 
to exercise arbitrary power, under the forms of ordi
nary justice, was strongly felt by the ablest men in the 
House of Commons, and by none more strongly than by 
Somers. With him, and with those who reasoned like 
him, were, on this occasion, allied many weak and hot
headed zealots who still regarded Oates as a public 
benefactor, and who imagined that to question the 
existence of the Popish plot was to question the truth 
of the Protestant religion. On the very morning after 
the decision of the Peers had been pronounced, keen 
reflections were thrown, in the House of Commons, 
on the justice of their lordships. Three days later, the 
subject was brought forward by a Whig Privy Councillor, 
Sir Robert Howard, member for Castle Rising. He 
was one of the Berkshire branch of his noble family, a 
branch which enjoyed, in that age, the unenviable dis
tinction of being wonderfully fertile of bad rhymers. 

• Lords' Journals, May 81. 1689; Examen, 2~4; Narcissus Luttrell's 
Commons' Journals. Aug. 2.; North's Diary. ' 

• 
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The poetry of the Berkshire Howards was the jest of 
three generations of satirists. The mirth. began with 
the first representation of the Rehearsal, and continued 
down to the last edition of the Dunciad. * But Sir 
Robert, in spite of his bad verses, and of some foibles 
and vanities which had caused him to be brought on 
the stage under the name of Sir Positive Atall, had in 
parliament the weight which a stanch party man, of 
ample fortune, of illustrious name, of ready utterance, 
and of resolute spirit, can scarcely fail to possess. t 
When he rose to call the attention of the Commons to 
the case of Oates, some Tories, aniniated by the same 
passions which had prevailed in the other House, re
ceived him with loud hisses. In spite of this most 
unparliamentary insult, he persevered; and it soon 
appeared that the majority was with him. Some orators 
extolled the patriotism and courage of Oates: others 
dwelt much on a prevailing rumour, that the solicitors 
who were employed against him on behalf of the Crown. 
had distributed large sums of money among the jury
men. These were topics on which there was much 
difference of opini<:m. But that the sentence was illegal 
was a proposition which admitted of no dispute. The 
most eminent lawyers in the House of Commons de· 
clared that, on this point, they entirely· concurred in 
the opinion given by the Judges in the House of Lords. 
Those who had hissed when the subject was introduced,. 
were so effectually cowed that they did not venture to 
demand a division j and a bill" annulling the sentence 
was brought in, without any opposition.t 

• Sir Robert was the original 
hero of the Rehearsal, and was called 
Bilboa. In the remodelled Dunciad, 
Pope inserted the lines
"And highborn Howard, more majestic 

sire, 
With Fool of Quality completes the 

quire," 

Pope's highborn Howard was Ed· 

ward Howard, the author of the 
British Princes. 

t Key to the Rehearsal; Shad
well's Sullr.n Lovers; Pepys, May 
5. 8. 1668; Evelyn, Feb. 16. 
168~. 

t· Grey's Debates and Commons 
Journals, June 4. and 11. 1689. 
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The Lords were in an embarrassing situation. To 
retract was not pleasant. To engage in a contest with 
the Lower House, on a question on which that House 
was clearly in the right, and was backed at once by 
the opinions of the sages of the law, and by the passions 
of the populace, might be dangerous. It was thought 
expedient to take a middle course. An address was 
presented to the King, requesting him to pardon 
Oates.'" But this concession only made bad worse. 
Titus had, like every' other human being, a right to 
justice: but he was not a proper object of mercy. If 
the judgment against him was illegal, it ought to have 
been reversed. If it was legal, there was no ground 
for remitting any part of it. The Commons, very 
properly, persisted, passed their bill, and sent it up to 
the Peers. Of this bill the only objectionable part was 
the preamble, which asserted, not only that the judg
ment was illegal, a proposition which appeared on the 
face of the record to be true, but also that the verdict 
was corrupt, a proposition which, whether true or false, 
was not proved by any evidence at all. 

The Lords were in a great strait.. They knew that 
they were in the wrong. - Yet they were determined 
not to proclaim, in their legislative capacity, that they 
had, in their judicial capacity, been guilty of injustice. 
They again tried a middle course. The preamble was 
softened down: a clause was added which provided that 
Oates should still remain incapable of being a witness; 
and the bill thus altered' was returned to the Commons. 

The Commons were not satisfied. They rejected the 
amendments, and demanded a free conference. Two 
eminent Tories, Rochester and Nottingham, took their 
seats in the Painted Chamber as managers for the Lords. 
With them was joined Burnet, whose well known hatred 
of Popery was likely to give weight to what he might 
say on such an occasion. Somers was the chief orator 

• Lonls' Journals, June 6. 1689. 
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on the other side; and to his pen we owe a singularly 
lucid and interesting abstract of the debate. 

The Lords frankly owned that the judgment of the 
Court of King's Bench could not be defended. They 
knew it to be illegal, and had known it to be so even 
when they affirmed it. But they had acted for the 
best. They accused Oates of bringing an impudently 
false accusation against Queen Catherine: they men
tioned other instances of his villany; and they asked 
whether such a man ought still to be capable of giv
ing testimony in a court of justice. The only excuse 
which, in their opinion, could be made for him. was, 
that he was insane; and in truth, the incredible inso
lence and absurdity of his behaviour when he was last 
before them seemed to warrant the belief that his brain 
had been turned, and that he was not to be trusted 

. with the lives of other men. The Lords could not 
therefore degrade themselves by expressly rescinding 
what they had done; nor could they consent to pro
nounce the verdict corrupt on no. better evidence than 
common report. 

The reply was complete and triumphant. ." Oates is 
now: the smallest part of the question. He has, Your 
Lordships say, falsely accused the Queen Dowager 
and other innocent persons. Be it so. This bill gives 
him no indemnity. We are quite willing that, if he is 
guilty, he shall be punished. But for him, and for all 
Englishmen, we demand that punishment shall be regu
lated by law, and not by the arbitrary discretion of any 
tribunal. We demand that, when a ~t of error is 
before Your Lordships, you shall give judgment on it 
according to the known customs and statutes of the 
realm. We deny that you hav~ any right, on suph 
occasions, to take into consideration the moral cha
racter of a plaintiff or the political effect of a .decision. 
It is acknowledged by yourselves that you have, merely 
because you thought ill of this man, affirmed a judg-
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CHAP. ment which you knew to be illegal. Against this as
XIV. sumption of arbitrary power the Commons protest; 
168g. and they hope that you will now redeem what you 

must feel to be an error. Your Lordships intimate a 
suspicion that Oates is mad. That a man is mad may 
be a very good reason for not punishing him at all. 

~ But how it can be a reason for inflicting on him 8 

punishment which would be illegal even if he were 
sane, the Commons do not comprehend. Your Lord
ships think that you should not be justified in calling 
a verdict corrupt which has not been legally proved to 
be so. Suffer us to remind you that you have two 
distinct functions to perform. You are· judges; and 
you are legislators. When you judge, your duty is 
strictly to follow the law. When you legislate, you 
may properly take facts from common fame. You 
invert this rule. You are lax in the wrong place, and 
scrupulous in the wrong place. As judges, you break 
through the law for the sake of a supposed convenience. 
As legislators, you will not admit any fact without 
such technical proof as it is rarely possible for legis
lators to obtain."· 

This reasoning was not and could not be answered. 
The Commons were evidently flushed with their victory 
in the argument, and proud of the appearance which 
Somers had made in the Painted Chamber. They par
ticularly charged him to see that the report which 
he had made of the conference was accurately entered 
in the Journals. The Lords very wisely abstained 
from inserting in their records an account of a debate 
in which they had been so signally discomfited. But, 
though conscious of their fault and ashamed of it, they 
~o.uld not be brought .to do public penance by owning, 
1D the preamble of the Act, that they had been guilty of 
injustice. The minority was, however, strong. The 

• r:ommoDB' Journals, Aug. 2. 1689; Dutch Ambassallors Extraor
dinary to th. States General ~ 

, I AUI.9. 
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resolution to adhere was carried by only twelve votes, -CHAP. 

of which ten were proxies. .. Twenty one Peers pro- XIV. 

tested. The bill dropped. Two Masters in Chancery 1689-

were sent to announce to the Commons the final re
solution of the Peers. The Commons thought this 
proceeding unjustifiable in substance and uncourteous 
in form. They determined to remonstrate; and Somers 
drew up an excellent manifesto, in which the vile name 
of Oates was scarcely mentioned, and in which the 
Upper House was with great earnestness and gravity 
exhorted to treat judicial questions judicially, and not, 
under pretence of administering law, to make law.t 
The wretched man, who had now a second time thrown 
the political world into confusion, received a pardon, and -
was set at liberty. His friends in the Lower House 
moved an address to the Throne, requesting that a pen-
sion sufficient for his support might be granted to him.! 
He was consequently allowed about three hundred a 
year, a sum which he thought unworthy of his ac
ceptance, and which. he took with the savage snarl of 
disappointed greediness. 

From the dispute about Oates sprang another dispute, B~ll or 
which might have produced very serious consequences. Rights. 

The instrument which had declared William and Mary 
King and Queen was a revolutionary ins~rument. It 
had been drawn up by an assembly unknown to the 
ordinary law, and had never received the royal sanction. 
It was evidently desirable that this great contract be
tween the governors and the governed, this titledeed 
by which the King held his throne and the people their 
liberties, should be put into a strictly regular form. 
The Declaration of Rights was therefore turned into a 
Bill of Rights ; and the Bill of ~ights speedily passed 
the Commons ; but in the Lords difficulties arose. 

• Lords' Journals, July SO. 1689; 
Narcissus Luttrell's Diary; Claren
don's Diary, July 81. 1689. 

t See the Commons' Journals of 
July SI. and August 13. 1689. 

t Commous' Journals, Aug. 20. 
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The Declaration had settled the crown, first on 
William and Mary jointly, then on the survivor of 
the two, then on Mary's posterity, then on Anne and 
her posterity, and, lastly, on the posterity of William 
by any other wife than Mary. The Bill had been 
drawn in exact conformity with the Declaration. Who 
was to succeed if Mary, Arine, and William should all 
die without posterity, was left in uncertainty. Yet the 
event for which .no provision was made was far from 
improbable. Indeed it really came to pass. William 
had never had a child. Anne. had repeatedly been a 
mother, but had no child living. It would not be very 
strange if, in a few months, disease, war, or treason 
should remove all those who stood in the entail. In 
what state would the country then be left? To whom 
would allegiance be due? The bill indeed contained a 
clause which excluded Papists from the throne. But 
would such a clause supply the place of a clause desig
nating the successor by name? What if the next heir 
should be a prince of the House. of Savoy not three 
months old? It would be absurd to call such an 
infant a Papist. Was he then to be proclaimed King ? 
Or was the crown to be in abeya,nce till he came 
to an age at which he might be capable of choosing 
a religion? Might not the most honest and the most 
intelligent men be in doubt whether they ought to 
regard him as their Sovereign? And to whom could 
they look for a solution of this doubt? Parliament 
there would be none: for the Parliament would expire 
with the prince who had convoked it. There would 
be mere anarchy, anarchy which might end in the 
destruction of the monarchy, or in the destruction of 
public liberty. For these weiahty reasons, Burnet, at 
William's suggestion, proposel in the House of Lords 
that the croW? should, failing heirs of His Majesty's 
body, be entaIled on an undoubted Protestant, Sophia, 
Duchess of Brunswick Lunenburg, granddaughter of 
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James the First, and daughter of Elizabeth,. Queen of CHAP. 
Bohemia. XIV. 

The Lords unanimously assented to this amendment: 1689. 
but the Commons unanimously rejected it. The cause of 
the rejection no contemporary writer has satisfactorily 
explained. One Whig historian talks of the machina-
tions of the republicans, another of the machinations of 
the Jacobites. But it is quite certain that four fifths of 
the representatives of the people were neither Jacobites 
nor republicans. Yet not a single voice was raised 
in the Lower House in favour of the clause which in 
the Upper House had been carried by acclamation. * 
The most probable explanation seems to be that the 
gross injustice which had been committed in the case 
of Oates had irritated the Commons to such a degree 
that they were glad of an opportunity to quarrel with 
the Peers. A. cQnference was held. Neither assembly 
would give way. While the dispute was hottest, ·an 
event took place which, it might have been thought, 
would have restored harmony. Anne gave birth to 
a son. The child was baptized at Hampton Court 
with great pomp, and with many signs of public joy. 
William was one of the sponsors. The other was the 
accomplished Dorset, whose roof had given shelter to 
the Princess in her distress. The King bestowed his 
own name on his godson, and announced to the splendid 
circle assembled round the font that the little William 
was henceforth to be called Duke of Gloucester. t The 
birth of this child had greatly dimiillshed the risk 
against which the Lords had thought it necessary to 

• Oldmixon accuses the J acobites, 
Burnet the republicans. Though 
Burnet took a prominent part in the 
discussion of this question, his account 
of what passed is grosllly inaccurate. 
He says that the clause was warmly 
debated in the Commons, and that 
Hampden spoke strongly for it. 

But we learn from the Journals 
(June 19. 1689) that it was re" 
jected nemine contradicente. The 
Dutch Ambassadors describ~ it as 
" een propositie 'twelck geen ingressie 
sch yn t te sullen vinden." 

t London Gazette, Aug. ]. ] 689. 
N,llcissus Luttrell's Diary. 
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guard. They might therefo.re have retracted with a 
go.o.d grace. But their pride had been wo.unded by the 
severity with which their decisio.n pn Oates's writ o.f 
erro.r had been censured in the Painted Chamber. 
They had been plainly to.ld acro.ss the table that they 
were unjust judges; and the imputatio.n was no.t the 
less irritating because they were co.nscio.us that it was 
deserved., They refused to make any concessio.n; and 
the Bill o.f Rights was suffered to dro.p.:I(: 

But the mo.st exciting questio.n of this long and 
sto.rmy sessio.n was, what puilishment should be inflicted 
on tho.se men who had, during the interval between the 
disso.lution of the Oxford Parliament and the Revo.
lutio.n, been the advisers or the tools· of Charles and 
James. It was happy fo.r England that, at this crisis, 
a prince who belonged to neither of her factions, who 
loved neither, who hated neither, and who, fo.r the ac
co.mplishment of a great design, wished to make use o.f 
both, was the mo.derator between them. 

The two parties were now in a po.sition closely 
resembling that in which they had been twenty eight 
years befo.re. The party indeed which had then been 
undermost was now uppermost: but the analogy be
tween the situations is one of the mo.st perfect that 
can be fo.und in history. Both the Restoratio.n and 
the Revo.lution were acco.mplished by co.alitions. At 
the Restoration, tho.se politicians who were peculiarly 
zealo.us fo.r liberty assisted to. reestablish monarchy ~ 
at the Revolution those po.liticians who were pecu
liarly zealo.us fo.r monarchy assisted to vindicate liberty. 
The Cavalier wo.uld, at the former co.njuncture, have 
been able to effect nothing without the help o.f Pu
ritans who had fo.ught for the Covenant; nor would 
the "Whig, at the latter conjuncture, have offered a suc
cessful resistance to arbitrary po.wer, had he not been 

-The llistory of tbis Bill may be traced in the Journals of the 
two Houses, and in Grey's Debates. 
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backed by men who had a very short time befoJ,"e con
demned resistance to arbitrary power as a deadly sin. 
Conspicuous among those by whom, in 1660, the royal 
family was brought back, were Hollis, who had in the 
days of the tyranny of Charles the First held down the 
Speaker in the chair by main force, while Black Rod· 
knocked for admission in vain; Ingoldsby, whose name 
was subscribed to the memorable death warrant; and 
Prynne, whose ears Laud had cut off, and who, in 
return, had borne the chief part in cutting off Laud's 
head. Among the seven who, in 1688, signed the 
invitation to William, were Compton, who had long 
enforced the duty of obeying Nero; Danby, who had 
been impeached for endeavouring to establish military 
despotism; and Lumley, whose bloodhounds had tracked 
Monmouth to that sad last hiding place among the fern. 
Both in 1660 and in 1688, while the fate of the nation 
still hung in the balance, forgiveness was exchanged 
between the hostile factions. On both occasions the 
reconciliation, which had seemed to be cordial in the 
hour of danger, proved false and hollow in the hour of 
triumph. .AJ3 soon as Charles the Second was at White
hall, the CavaIler forgot the good service recently done 
by the Presbyterians, and remembered only their old 
offences. .AJ3 soon as William was King, too many of 
the Whigs began to demand vengeance for all that they 
had, in the days of the Rye House Plot, suffered at the 
hands of the Tories. On both occasions the Sovereign 
found it difficult to save the vanquished party from 
the fury of his triumphant supporters; and on both 
occasions those whom he had disappointed of their re~ 
venge murmured bitterly against the government which 
had been so weak and ungrateful as to protect its foes 
against its friends. • 

So early as the twenty fifth of March, William called 
the attention of the Commons to the expediency of 
quieting the public mind by an amnesty. He expressed. 
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CHAP. his hope that a bill of general pardon and oblivion 
XIV. would be as speedily as possible presented for his 
161l9. sanQtion, and that no exceptions woul.d be made, except 

such as were absolutely necessary for the vindication 
of public justice and for the safety of the state. The 
Commons unanimously agreed to thank him for this 
instance of his paternal kindness: but they suffered 
many weeks to pass without taking any step towards 
the accomplishment of .his wish. When at length the 
subject was resumed, it was resumed ip. such a manner 
as plainly showed that the majority had no real intention 
of putting an end to the suspense which embittered the 
lives of all those Tories who were conscious that, in 
their zeal for prerogative, they had sometimes over
stepped the exact line traced by law. Twelve catego
ries were framed, some of which were so extensive as 
to include tens of thousands of delinquents; and the 
House resolved that, under everyone of these catego
ries, some exceptions should be made. Then came the 
examination into the cases of individuals. Numerous 
culprits and witnesses were summoned to the bar. The 
debates were long and sharp; and it soon became evi
dent that the work was interminable. . The summer 
glided away: the autumn was approaching: the session 
could not last much longer; and of the twelve distinct 
inquisitions, which the Commons had resolved to insti
tute, only three had been brought to a close. It was 
necessary to let the bill drop for that year." 

Last days Among the many offenders whose names were men-
of Jeffreys. t' d' th f h . . . h lOne m e course 0 t ese mqulrles, was one w 0 

stood alone and unapproached in guilt and infamy, 
and whom Whigs and Tories were equally willing to 
leave to the extreme rigour of the law. On that ter
rible day which was succeeded by the Irish Night, the 

'" See Grey's Debates, and the be found in the Journals of the 23d 
Commons' Journals from March to and 29th of May and of the 8th of 
July. The twelve categories will June. 
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roar of a great city disappointed of its revenge had 
followed Jeffreys to the drawbridge of the Tower. His 
imprisonment was, not strictly legal: but he at first 
accepted with thanks and blessings the protection which 
those dark walls, made famous by so many crimes and 
sorrows, afforded him against the fury of the multi
tude. - Soon, however, he became sensible that his 
life was still in imminent peril. For a time he flat
tered himself with the hope that a writ of Habeas 
Corpus would liberate him from his confinement, and 
that he should be able to steal away to son;te foreign 
country, and to hide himself with part of his ill gotten 
wealth from the detestation of mankind: but, till the 
government was settled, there was no Court competent 
to grant a writ of Habeas Corpus; and, as soon as the' 
government had been settled, the Habeas Corpus Act 
was suspended. t Whether the legal guilto£ murder 
could be brought home to Jeffreys may be doubted. 
But he was morally guilty of so many murders that, if 
there had been no other way of reaching his.life, a retro
spective Act of Attainder would have been clamorously 
demanded by the whole nation. A disposition to triumph' 
over the fallen has never been one of the besetting sins 
of Englishmen: but the hatred of which: Jeffreys was the 
object was without a parallel in our history, and par
took but too largely of the savageness of his own nature. 
The people, where he was concerned, were as cruel as 
himself, and exulted in his misery as he had been accus
tomed to exult in the misery of convicts listening to the 
sentence of death, and of families clad 'in' mourning. 
The rabble congregated before his deserted mansion in 
Duke Street, and read on the door, with shouts of 
laughter, the bills which. announced the sale of his 
property. Even delicate women, who had tears lor 

.. Halifax MS. in the British'Mu. Lord Jeffreys; Finch's speech in 
8eum. Grey's Debates, March 1. 1681., 

t The Life and Death of George 
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highwaymen and housebreakers, breathed nothing but 
vengeance against him. The lampoons on him which 
were hawked about the town were distinguished by an 
atr~city rare even in those days. Hanging would be 
too mild a death for him: a grave under the gibbet too 
respectable a resting. place: he ought to be whipped to 
death at the cart's tail: he ought to be tortured like an 
Indian: he ought to· be devoured alive. The street 
poets portioned out all his joints with cannibal ferocity, 
and computed how many poundS of steaks might be cut 
from his well fattened carcass. Nay, the rage of his 
enemies was such that, in language seldom heard in 
England, they proclaimed their wish that he might go 
to the place of waillng and gnashing of teeth, to the 
worm that never dies, to the fire that is never quenched. 
They exhorted him to hang himself in his garters, and 
to cut his throat with his razor. They put up horrible 
prayers that he might not be able to repent, that he 
might die the same hardhearted, wicked Jeffreys that 
he had lived.:II< His spirit, as mean in adversity as inso
lent and inhuman in prosperity, sank down under the 
load of .public abhorrence. His constitution, originally 
bad, and much impaired by intemperance, was com
pletely broken by distress and anxiety. He was tor
mented by a cruel internal disease, which the most 
skilful surgeons of that age were seldom able to relieve. 
One solace was left to him, brandy. Even when he 
had causes to try and councils to attend, he had seldom 
gone to bed sober. Now, when he had nothing to oc
cupy his mind save terrible recollections and terrible 

• See, among many other pieces, fession made in the time of his 
.t eff'reys's Elegy, the Letter to the sickness in the Tower; Hickerin
Lord Chancellor exposing to him gill's Ceremonymonger; a broad
the sentiments of the people, the side entitled or 0 rare show! 0 
Elegy on Dangerfield, Dangerfield's rare sight! 0 strange monster I 
Ghost to Jeff'reys, the Humble Pe- The like not in Europe! To be 
tition of Widows and fatherless seen near Tower Hill, a few doors 
Children in the 'Vest, the Lord beyond the Lion's den:' 
Chancellor's Discovery and Con_ 
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forebodings, he abandoned himself without reserve to 
his favourite vice. :Many believed him to be bent on 
shortening his life by excess. He thought it better, 
they said, to go off in a drunken fit than to be hacked 
by Ketch, or torn limb from limb by the populace. 

Once he was roused from a state of abject despondency 
by an agreeable sensation, speedily followed by a mor
tifying disappointment. A parcel had been left for 
him at the Tower. It appeared to be Ii. barrel of Col
chester oysters, his favourite dainties. He was greatly 
moved: .for there are moments when those who least 
deserve· affection are pleased to think that they inspire 
it. "Thank God," he exclaimed, "I have still some 
friends left." He opened the barrel; and from among 
a heap of shells out tumbled a stout halter.* 
. It does not appear that one of the :flatterers or 

buffoons whom he had enriched out of the plunder of 
his victims came to comfort him in the day of trouble. 
But he was not left in utter solitude. John Tutchin, 
whom he had sentenced to be flogged every fortnight 
for seven years, made his way into the Tower, and 
presented himself before the fallen oppressor" Poor 
Jeffreys, humbled to the dust, behaved with abject 
civility, and called for wine. " I am glad, sir," he said, 
"to see you." "And I am glad," answered the re
sentful Whig, "to see Your Lordship in this place." 
" I served my master," said Jeffreys: "I was bound in 
conscience to do so." " Where· was your conscience," 
said Tutchin, "when you passed that sentence on. me 
at Dorchester?" "It was set down in my instrUctions," 
answered Jeffreys, fawningly, "that I was to show no 
mercy to men like you, men of parts and courage. 
When I went back to court I was reprimanded for my 
lenity."t Even Tutchin, acrimonious as was his nature, 
and great as were his wrongs, seems to have been a 

• Life and Death of George Lord t Tutchin himself gives this 
narrative in the. Bloody Assjzes .. Jeffreys. 
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little mollified by the pitiable spectacle which he had 
at first contemplated with vindictive pleasure. He 
always denied the truth of the report that he was the 
person who sent the Colchester barrel to the Tower. 

A more benevolent man, ~T ohn Sharp, the excellent 
Dean of Norwich, forced himself to visit the prisoner. 
It was a painful task: but Sharp had been treated by 
Jeffreys, in old times, as kindly as it was in the nature 
of Jeffreys to treat any body, and had once or twice 
been able, by patiently waiting till the storm of curses 
and invectives had spent itself, and by dexterously 
seizing the moment of good humour, to obtain for 
unhappy families some mitigation of their sufferings. 
The prisoner was surprised and pleased. " What," he 
said, "dare you own me now?" It was in vain, how
ever, that the amiable divine tried to give salutary pain 
to that seared conscience. Jeffreys, instead of acknow
ledging his guilt, exclaimed vehemently against the 
injustice of mankind. " People call me a murderer for 
doing what at the time was applauded by some who 
are now high in public favour. They call me a drunkard 
because) take punch.to relieve me in my agony." He 
would not admit that, as President of the High Com
mission, he had done any thing that deserved reproach. 
His colleagues, he said, were the real criminals; and 
now they threw all the blame on him. He spoke with 
peculiar asperity of Sprat, who had undoubtedly been _ 
the most humane and moderate member of the board. 

It soon became clear that the wicked judge was 
fast sinking under the weight of bodily and mental 
suffering. Doctor John Scott, prebendary of Saint 
Paul's, a clergyman of great sanctity, and author of 
the Christian Life, a treatise once widely renowned, was 
summoned, probably on the recommendation of his in
timate friend Sharp, to the bedside of the dying man. 
It was in vain, however, that Scott spoke, as Sharp had 
already s:!loken, of the hideous butcheries of Dorchester 
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and Taunton. To the last Jeffreys ~ontinued to repeat 
that those who thought him cruel did not know what 
his orders were, that, he deserved praise instead of 
blame, and that his clemency had drawn on him the 
extreme displeasur~ of his master." 

Disease, assisted by strong drink and by misery, did 
its work fast. The patient's stomach rejected all 
nourishment. He dwindled in a few weeks from a 
portly and even corpulent man to a skeleton. 011 the 
eighteenth of April he died, in the forty first year of 
his age. He had been Chief Justice of the King's 
Bench at thirty five, and Lord Chancellor at· thirty' 
seven. In the whole history of the English bar there· 
is no other IDstance of so rapid a~ elevation, or of so' 
terrible a fall. The emaciated corpse was laid, with 
all privacy, next to the corpse of Monmouth in the 
chapel of the Tower. t 

• See the Life of Archbishop 
Sharp by his Son. What passed 
between Scott and JefFreys was re
lated by Scott to Sir Joseph J"kyl. 
See Tindal's History; Echard, iii. 
932. Echard's informant, who is 
not named, but who seems to have 
had good opportunities of knowing 
the truth, said that JefFreys died, 
not, as the vulgar believed, of drink, 
but of the stone. The distinction 
seems to be of little importance. It 
is certain that JefFreys was grossly 
intemperate; and his malady was 
one which intemperance notoriously 
tends to aggravate. 

t See a I;ull and True Account of 
the Death of George Lord JefFreys, 
licensed on the day of his death. 
The wretched Le Noble was never 
weary of repeating that JefFreys 
was poisoned by the usurper. I 
will give a short passage 3S a spe
cimen of the calumnies of which 
William was the object. "II en
voya," says Pasquin, "ce fin ragout 
de champignona au Chaneelier Jef-

freys, prisonnier dans la Tour, qui 
les trouvs du meme goust, et du 
meme assaisonnemenl que furent 
les demiers dont AgrippineregaIs·· 
Ie bon-homme Claudius son I!poux, 
et que Neron appella ;'Iepuis 1a 
viande des Dieux." . Marforio asks: 
" Le Chancelier est done mort dans 
la Tour?" Pasquin answers I "II 
estoit trop fidele a son Roi legitime, 
et trop habile dans les loix . du roy .. ' 
aume, pour echapper a l'Usurpateur 
qu'il ne vouIl/it point reconnoistre. 
Guillemot prit soin de faire puhlier 
que ce malheureux prisonnier estoit 
attaque d'uoe .fievre maligne: mais, 
a parler franchement, il vivroit peut
estre encore, s'il n'avoit rien mange· 
que de Ia main de ses anciens .cui
siniers." - Le Festin de Guillemot, 
1689. Dangeau (May 7,) mentions 
a report that JefFreys had poisoned 
himself. In 1693 the corpse of 
JefFreys was, by the royal permis-. 
sion, removed from the chapel of 
the Tower, and laid in the church: 

.of St. Mary. Aldermary. 
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The fall of this man, once so great and so much 
CHAP. dreaded, the horror with which he was· regarded by 

XIV. all the respectable members of his own party, the 
1689. manner in which the least respectable members of that 

The Whigs party renounced fellowship with lJim in his distress, 
dissatisfied and threw on him the whole blame of crimelil which they 
wIth the ., 
King. had encouraged hIm to commIt, ought to have been a 

le~son to those intemperate friends of liberty who were 
clamouring for a new proscription. But it was a les
son which too many of them disregarded. The King 
had, at the very commencement of his reign, displeased 
them by appointing a few Tories and TrinImers to high 
"offices; and the discontent excited by these appoint
ments had been inflamed by his attemp\ to obtain a 
general amnesty for the vanquished. He was in truth 
not a man to be popular with t.he vindictive zealots of 
any faction. For among his peculiarities was a certain 
ungracious humanity which rarely conciliated his foes, 
which often provoked his adherents, but in which he 
doggedly persisted, without troubling himself "either 
about the thanklessness of those whom he had saved 
from destruction, or about the rage of those whom he 
had: disappointed of their revenge. Some of the Whigs 
now spoke of him as bitterly as they had ever spoken 
of either of his uncles. He was a Stuart after all, and 
was not a Stuart for nothing. Like the rest of the 
race, he loved arbitrary power. In Holland, he had 
succeeded in making himself, under the forms of a re
publican polity, scarcely less absolute than the old he
reditary Counts had been. In consequence of a strange 
combination of circumstances, his interest had, during 
a short time, coincided with the interest of the English 
people: but though he had been a deliverer byacci
dent, he was a despot by nature. He had no sympa
thy with the just resentments of the Whigs. He had 
Objects in view which the Whigs would not willingly 
suffer any Sovereign to attain. He knew that the 
Tories were the only tools for his purpose. He had 
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therefore, from the moment at which he took his seat CHAP. 

on the throne, favoured them unduly. He was now try- XIV. 

ing to procure an indemnity for those very delinquents 1689. 
whom he had, a few months before, described in his 
Declaration as d(lserving of exemplary punishment. 
In November he had told the world that the crimes in 
which these men had borne a part had made it the 
duty of subjects to violate their oath of allegiance, of 
soldiers to desert their standards, of children to make 
war on their parents. With what consistency then 
could he recommend that such crimes should be covered 
by a general oblivion? And was there not too much, 
reason to fear that he wished to save the agents. of 
tyranny from the fate which they merited, in the hope 
that, at some future time, they might serve him as, 
unscrupulously as they had served his father in law? «= 

Of the members of the House of Commons who were Intem. 

animated by these feelings, the fiercest and most auda- k:~:ce or 
cious was Howe. He went so far on one occasion as to 
move that an inquiry should be instituted into the pro
ceedings of the Parliament of 1685; and that some note 
of infamy should be put on all who, in that Parliament, 
had voted with the Court. This absurd and mis
::hievous motion was discountenanced by all the most 
respectable Whigs, and strongly opposed by Birch and 
Maynard. t Howe was forced to give way: but he was 
a man whom no check could abash; and he was en
couraged by the applause of many hotheaded members 
of his party, who were far from foreseeing that he would, 
after having been the most rancorous and unprincipled 

• Among the numerous pieces in 
which the malecontent Whigs vented 
their anger, none is more curious 
than the poem entitled the Ghost 
of Charles the Second. Charles ad
UreBSes William thus: 

That all the Dis by our whole race de· 
signed 

In thee their full accomplishment might 
find: 

'Tis thou that art decreed this point to 
clear, 

Which we have laboured for these four
&core year." 

• Hai~;d':J., blest nephew, whom the fates t Grey's Debates, June Ii. 
To fill the measure of the Stuart's reign, 1689 •. 
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of Whigs, become, at no distant time, the most ran
corous and unprincipled of Tories. . 

This quickwitted, restless and malignant politician, 
though himself occupying a lucrative place in the royal 
household, declaimed, day after day, against the man
ner in which the great offices of state were :filled; and 

. his declamations were echoed, in tones somewhat less 
sharp and vehement, by other orators. No man, they 
said, who had been a minister of Charles or of James 
ought to be a minister of William. The first attack 
was directed against the Lord President Caermarthen. 
Howe moved that an address should be· presented to 
the King, requesting that all persons who had ever 
been impeached by the Commons might be dismissed 
from His Majesty's counsels and presence. The de
bate on this motion was repeatedly adjourned. While 
the event was doubtful, William sent Dykvelt to ex
postulate with Howe. Howe was obdurate. He was 
what is vulgarly called a disinterested man; that is 
to say, he valued money less than the pleasure of 
venting his spleen and of making a sensation. "I am 
doing the King a service," he said: "I am rescuing 
him from false friends: and, as to my place, that' shall 
never be a gag to prevent me from speaking my mind." 
The motion was made, but completely failed. In truth 
the proposition, that mere accusation, never prosecuted 
to conviction, ought to be considered as a decisive 
proof of guilt, was shocking to natural justice. The 
faults of Caermarthen had doubtless been great; but 
they had been exaggerated by party spirit, had been 
expiated by severe suffering, and had been redeemed 
by recent and eminent services. At the time when he 
raised the great county of York in arms against Po
pery and tyranny, he had been assured by some of the 

. most eminent Whigs that all old quarrels were for
gotten. Howe indeed maintained that the civilities 
which had passed in the moment of peril signified no-
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thing. "Whim a viper is on my hand," he said," I .CHAP. 

am very tender of him; but, as soon as I have him on XIV. 

the ground, I set my foot on him and crush him." 1689. 

The Lord President, however, was so strongly supported 
that, after a discussion which lasted three days, his 
enemies did not venture to take the sense of the House 
on the motion against him. In the course of the 
debate a grave constitutional question was incidentally 
raised. This question was whether a' pardon could 'be 
pleaded in bar of a parliamentary impeachment. The 
Commons resolved, without a division, that a pardon 
could not be so pleaded." 

The next attack was made on Halifax. He was in a Attack 00 

h "di . . h C h h 'Halifax muc more mVl ous pOSItIOn t an aermart en, w 0 • 

had, under pretence of ill health, withdrawn himself 
almost entirely from business. Halifax was generally 
regarded as the chief adviser of the Crown, and was in , 
an especial manner held responsible for all the faults 
which had been committed with respect to Ireland. 
The evils which had brought that kingdom to ruin 
might, it was said, have been averted by timely pre
caution, or remedied by vigorous exertion. But the 
government had foreseen nothing: it had done little; 
and that little had been done neither at the right time 
nor in the right way. Negotiation had been employed 
mstead of troops, when a few troops might have sufficed. 
A few troops had been sent when many were needed. 
The troops that had been sent had been ill 'equipped' 
and ill commanded. Such, the vehement Whigs ex
claimed, were the natural fruits of that great error 
which King William had committed on the first day 
of his reign. He had placed in Tories and -Trimmers a 
confidence which they did not. deserve. He had, in a· 
peculiar manner, entrusted the direction of Irish affairs 
to the Trimmer of Trimmers, to a man whose ability 

• See Commons' Journals, and Grey's Debates, June i. S. and 4. ] 689 ; 
Life of WiIIi3.m, 1704. 
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nobody disputed, but who was not firmly attached to 
the new government, who, indeed, was incapable of 
being firmly attached to any government, who had 
always halted between two opinions, and who, till the 
moment of the Hight of James, had not given up the 
hope that the discontents of the nation might be qui
eted without a change of dyna.sty. Howe, on twenty 
occasions, designated Halifax as the cause of all the 
calamities of the country. Monmouth held similar 
language in the House of Lords. Though First Lord of 
the Treasury, he paid no attention to financial business, 
for which he was altogether unfit, and of which he had 
very soon become weary. His whole heart was in the 

. work of persecuting the Tories. He plainly told the 
'King that nobody who was not a Whig ought to be 
employed in the public service. William's answer was 
cool and determined. " I have done as much for your 
friends as I can do without danger to the state; and I 
will do no more."'" The only effect of this reprimand 
was to make Monmouth more factious than ever. 
Against Halifax especially he intrigued and harangued 
with indefatigable animosity. The other Whig Lords of 
the Treasury, Delamere and Capel, were scarcely less 
eager to drive the Lord Privy Seal from office; and per
sonal jealousy and antipathy impelled the Lord President 
to conspire with his own accusers against his rival. 

What foundation there may have been for the impu
tations thrown at this time on Halifax cannot now be 
fully ascertained. His enemies, though they interro
gated numerous witnesses, and though they obtained 
William's reluctant permission to inspect the minutes 
of the Privy Council, could find no evidence which 

. would support a definite charge. t But it was un-

.. Burnet MS. Harl. 6584.; 
Avaux to De Crois'y, June It. 
1089. 

t As to the minutes of the Privy 

Council, see the Commons' Journals 
of June 22. and 28., and of July 8. 
5. IS. and 16. 
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deniable that the Lord Privy Seal had acted as JDi
nister for Ireland; and. that Ireland was all but lost. 
It is unnecessary, and indeed absurd, to suppose, as 
many Whigs supposed, that his administration was 
unsuccessful because he did not wish it to be successful. 
The truth seems to be that the difficulties of the situa
tion were great, and that he, with all his ingenuity and 
eloquence, was ill qualified to cope with those difficul
ties. The whole machinery of government was out of 
joint; and he was not the man to set it right. What 
was wanted was not what he had in large measure, wit, 
taste, amplitude of comprehension, subtlety in drawing 
distinctions; but what he had not, prompt decision, in ... 
defatigable energy, and stubborn resolution. His mind 
was at best of too soft a temper for such work as' 
he had now to do, and had been recently made softer 
by severe affliction. He had lost two sons in less than 
twelve months. A ltltter is still extant, in which he 
at this time complained to his honoured friend Lady 
Russell of the desolation of his hearth and of the cruel 
ingratitude of the Whigs. We possess, also, the answer, 
in which she gently exhorted him to seek for consolation 
where she had found it under trials not less severe 
thanhls.· 

The first attack on him was made in the Upper 
House. Some Whig Lords, among whom the wayward 
and petulant First Lord of the Treasury was con
spicuous, proposed that the King should be requested 
to appoint a new Speaker. The friends of Halifax 
moved and carried the previous question. t About 
three weeks later his persecutors moved, in a Com-

• The letter of Halifax to Lady 
Russell is dated on the 23d of July 
] 689, about a fortnight after the 
attack on him in the Lords, and 
about a week before the attack on 
him in the Commons. 
. t See the Lords' Journals of July , 

10. 1689, and a letter from London 
dated July!h and transmitted by 
Croissy to Avaux. Don Pedro de 
Ronquillo mentions this attack of 
the Whig Lords on Halifax in a 
despatch of which I cannot make 
out the date. 
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nobody disputed, but who was not firmly attached to 
the new government, who, indeed, was incapable of 
being firmly attached to any government, who had 
always halted between two opinions, and who, till the 
moment of the flight of James, had not given up the 
hope that the discontents of the nation might be qui
eted without a change of dynasty. Howe, on twenty 
occasions, designated Halifax as the cause of all the 
calamities of the country. Monmouth held similar 
language in the House of Lords. Though First Lord of 
the Treasury, he paid no attention to financial business, 
for which he was altogether unfit, and of which he had 

_ very soon become weary. His whole heart was in the 
work of persecuting the Tories. He plainly told the 
-King that nobody who was not a Whig ought to be 
employed in the public service. William's answer was 
cool and determined. "I have done as much for your 
friends as I can do without danger to the state; and I 
will do no more."· The only effect of this reprimand 
was to make Monmouth more factious than ever. 
Against Halifax especially he intrigued and harangued 
with indefatigable animosity. The other Whig Lords of 
the Treasury, Delamere and Capel, were scarcely less 
eager to drive the Lord Privy Seal from office; and per
sonal jealousy and antipathy impelled the Lord President 
to conspire with his own accusers against his rival. 

What foundation there may have been for the impu
tations thrown at this time on Halifax cannot now be 
fully ascertained. His enemies, though they interro
gated numerous witnesses, and though they obtained 
William's reluctant permission to inspect the minutes 
of the Privy Council, could find no evidence which 

-would support a definite charge. t But it was un-

'" Burnet MS. Harl. 6584.; 
Avaux to De !:roissy, June -H. 
1689. 

t As to the minutes of the Privy 

Council, see the Commons' Journals 
of June 22. and 28., and of July S. 
5. 18. and 16. 
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deniable that the Lord Privy Seal had acted as JDi
nister for. Ireland, and that Ireland was all but lost. 
It is unnecessary, and indeed absurd, to suppose, as 
many Whigs supposed, that his administration was 
unsuccessful because he did not wish it to be successful. 
The truth seems to be that the difficulties of the situa
tion were great, and that he, with all his ingenuity and 
eloquence, was ill qualified to cope with those difficul
ties. The whole machinery of government was out of 
joint; and he was not the man to set it right. What 
was wanted was not what he had in large measure, wit, 
taste, amplitude of comprehension, subtlety in drawing 
distinctions ; but what he had not, prompt decision, in. 
defatigable energy, and stubborn resolution. His mind 
was at best of too soft a temper for such work as' 
he had now to do, and had been recently made- softer 
by severe afHiction. He had lost two sons in less than 
twelve months. A It!tter is still extant, in which he 
at this time complained to his honoured friend Lady 
Russell of the desolation of his hearth and of the cruel 
ingratitude of the Whigs. We possess, also, the answer, 
in which she gently exhorted him to seek for consolation 
where she had found it under trials not less severe 
than his.'" 

The first attack on him was made in the Upper 
House. Some Whig Lords, among whom the wayward 
and petulant First Lord of the Treasury was con
spicuous, proposed that the King should be requested 
to appoint a new Speaker. The friends of Halifax 
moved and carried the previous question. t About 
three weeks later his persecutors moved, in a Com-

• The letter of Halifax to Lady 
Russell is dated on the 23d of July 
1689, about a fortnight after the 
attack on him in the Lords, and 
about a week before tbe attack on 
bim in the Commons. 
. t See the Lords' Journals of July 

10. 1689, and a letter from London 
dated July lh and transmitted by 
Croissy to Avaux. Don Pedro de 
Ronquillo mentions this attack of 
the Whig Lords on Halifax in a 
despatch of which I cannot make 
out the date. 
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eager to drive the Lord Privy Seal from office; and per
sonaljealousy and antipathy impelled the Lord President 
to conspire with his own accusers against his rival. 

What foundation there may have been for the impu
tations thrown at this time on Halifax cannot now be 
fully ascertained. His enemies, though they interro
gated numerous witnesses, and though they obtained 
William's reluctant permission to inspect the minutes 
of the Privy Council, could :find no evidence which 
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deniable that the Lord Privy Seal had acted as Jni
nister for Ireland, and. that Ireland was all but lost. 
It is unnecessary, and indeed absurd, to suppose, as 
many Whigs supposed, that his administration was 
unsuccessful because he did not wish it. to be successful. 
The truth seems to be that the difficulties of the situa
tion were great, and that he, with all his ingenuity and 
eloquence, was ill qualified to cope with those difficul
ties. The whole machinery of government was out of 
joint; and he was not the man to set it right. What 
was wanted was not what he had in large measure, wit, 
taste, amplitude of comprehension, subtlety in drawing 
distinctions; but what he had not, prompt decision, in
defatigable energy, and stubborn resolution. His mind 
was at best of too soft a temper for such work as' 
he had now to do, and had been recently made softer 
by severe afHiction. He had lost two sons in less· than 
twelve months. A l~tter is still extant, in. which he 
at this time complained to his honoured friend Lady 
Russell of the desolation of his hearth and of the cruel 
ingratitude of the Whigs. We possess, also, the answer, 
in which she gently exhorted him to seek for consolation 
where she had found it under trials not less severe 
than.his.· 

The first attack on him was made in the Upper 
House. Some Whig Lords, among whom the wayward 
and petulant First Lord of the Treasury was con
spicuous, proposed that the King should be requested 
to appoint a new Speaker. The friends of Hlilifax 
moved and carried the previous question. t About 
three weeks later his persecutors moved, in a Com-
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attack on him in the Lords, and 
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miUee of the whole House of Commons, a resolution 
which imputed to him no particular crime either of 
omission or of commission, but simply declared it to be 
advisable that he should be dismissed from the service 
of the Crown~ The debate was warm. Moderate poli
ticians of both parties were unwilling to put a stigma 
on a man, not indeed faultless, but distinguished both 
by his abilities and by his amiable qualities. His ac
cusers saw that they could not carry their point, and 
tried to escape from a decision which was certain to be 
adverse to them, by proposing that the Chairman should 
:report progress. But their tactics were disconcerted by 
the judicious and spirited conduct of Lord Eland, now 
the Marquess's only son. "My father has not deserved," 
said the young nobleman, "to be thus trifled with. If 
you think him culpable, ~ay so. He will at once sub
mit to your verdict. Dismission from Court has no 
terrors for him. He is raised, by the goodness of God, 
above the necessity of looking to office for the means 
of supporting his rank." The Committee divided, and 
Halifax was absolved by a majority of fourteen.'" 

. Had the division been postponed a few hours, the 
majority would probably have been much greater. The 
Commons voted under the impression that London-

* This was on Saturday the 3d of no tenian partido bastante, quisieron 
August. As the division was in remitir, para otro dia esta momon : 
Committee, the numbers donot appear pero el Conde de Elan, primage-_ 
in the Journals. Clarendon, in his nito del MarqlJes de OIifax, miem
Diary, says that the majority was bro de la casa, les dijo que su paru-e 
eleven. But Narcissus Lutu'elI, Old- no era hombre para andar pelote
mixon, and Tindal agree in putting ando con el, y que se tubiesse culpa· 
it at fourteen. Most of the little 10 acabasen de castigar, que el no 
information which I have heen able havia menester estar en la corte para 
to find about the jlebate is contained portarse conforme a su estado, pues 
in a despatch of Don Pedro de Ron- Dios Ie havia dado abundamente 
quillo. "Se resolvio." he says, « que para poderlo hazer; con que par 
el sabado, en comity de toda la casa, pluralidad de voces vencio su par

. se tratasse del estado de la nacion tido.» I suspect that Lord Eland 
l'ara representarle al Rey. Empe_ meant to sneer at the poverty of 
zose por aCllsar al Marques de OIi- some of his father's persecutors, and 
fax; y reconociendo 1!US emulos que at the greediness of others. 
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derry had fallen, and that all Ireland was lost. Scarcely 
had. the House risen when a courier arrived with 
news that the boom on the Foyle had been broken. He 
was speedily followed by a second, who announced 
the raising of the siege, and by a third who brought 
the tidings of the battle of Newton Butler. Hope 
and exultation succeeded to discontent and dismay.
Ulster was safe; and it was confidently expected that 
Schomberg would speedily reconquer Leinster, Con
naught, and Munster. He was now ready to set out. 
The port of Chester was the place from which he 
was to take his departure. The army which he was· 
to command had assembled there; and the Dee was 
crowded with men of war and transports. Unfortu
nately almost all those English soldiers who had seen 
war had been sent to Flanders. The bulk of the 
force destined for Ireland consisted of men just taken 
from the plough and the thr~shing floor. There was, 
however, an excellent brigade of Dutch troops under 
the command of an experienced officer, the Count of 
Solmes. Four regiments, one of cavalry an4 three 
of infantry, had been formed out of the French refu
gees, many of whom had borne arms with credit. No 
person did more to promote the raising of these regi
ments than the Marquess of Ruvigny. He had been 
during many years an eminently faithful and useful 
servant of the French government. So highly was his 
merit appreciated at Versailles that he had been so
licited to accept indulgences which scarcely any other 
heretic could by any solicitation obtain. Had he chosen 
to remain in his native country, he and his household 
wo~d have been permitted to worship God privately ac
cording to their own forms. But Ruvigny rejected all 
offers, cast in his lot with his brethren, and, at upwards 
of eighty years of age, quitted Versailles, where he might , 

. • This cb~nge of feeling, imme-' motion for removing Halifax, is no.. 
dlately followmg the debate on the ticed by Ronquillo. 
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still have· been a favourite,. for a modest dwelling at 
Greenwich. That dwelling was, during the last months 
of his life, the resort of all that was most distinguished 
among his fellow exiles. His abilities, his experience 
and his munificent kindness, made him the undisputed 
chief of the refugees. He was at the same time half an 
Englishman: for his sister had been Countess of South
ampton, and he was uncle of Lady Russell. He was 
long past the time of action. But his two sons, both 
men of eminent courage, devoted their swords to the 
service of William. The younger son, who bore the 
name of Caillemote, was appointed colonel of one of the 
Huguenot regiments of foot. The two other regiments 
of foot. were commanded by La. Melloniere and Cambon, 
officers of high reputation. The regiment of horse 
was raised by ~chomberg himse~ and bore his name. 
Ruvigny lived just long enough to see these arrange
ments complete." 

The general to whom the direction of the expedition 
against Ireland was confided had wonderfully succeeded 
in obtaining the aft'ection and esteem of the English 
nation. He had been made a Duke, a Knight of the 
Garter, and Master of the Ordnance: he was now placed 
at the head of an army: and yet his elevation excited 
none of that jealousy which showed itself as often as 
any mark of royal favour was bestowed on Bentinck, on 
Zulestein, or on Auverquerque. Schomberg'S military 
skill 'was universally acknowledged. He was regarded 
by all Protestants as a confessor who had endured every 
thing short of martyrdom for the truth. For his re~ 
ligion he had resigned a splendid income, had laid 
down the truncheon of a Marshal of France, and had, 
at near eighty years of age, begun the world again as 

• As to Ruvigny, see Saint fugee of the name of DumonL This 
Simon's Memoirs of the year 1697; narrative, which is in manuscript, 
Burnet. i. 866. There is some in- and which I shall occasionally quote 
teresting information about Ruvigny as the Dumont MS., was kindly lent 
and about tbe Hugnenot regiments in to me by the Dean of Ossory. 
a narrative written by a French re-
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a needy soldier of fortune. As he had no connection 
with the United Provinces, and had never belonged to 
the little Court of the Hague, the preference given to 
him over English captains was justly ascribed, not to 
national or personal partiality, but to his virtues and 
his abilities. His deportment differed widely from that 
of the other foreigners who had just been created 
English peers. They, with many respectable qualities, 
were, in tastes, IOOmlers, and predilections, Dutchmen, 

- and could not catch the tone of the society to which 
they had been transferred. He was a citizen of the 
world, had travelled over all Europe, had commanded, 
annies on the Meuse, on the Ebro, and on the Tagus, 
had shone in the splendid circle of Versailles, and had 
been in high favour at the court of Berlin.. He had 
often been taken by French noblemen for a French 
nobleman. He had passed some time in England, 
spoke English remarkably well, accommodated himself 
easily to English manners, and was often seen walking 
in the park with English companions. In youth his 
habits had been temperate; and his temperance had 
its proper reward, a singularly green and vigorous lold 
age. At fourscore he retained a strong relish for in
nocent pleasures: he conversed with great courtesy 
and sprightliness: nothing could be in better taste 
than his equipages and his table; and every cornet of 
cavalry envied the grace and dignity with which the 
veteran appeared in Hyde Park on his charger at the 
head of his regiment.... The House of Commons had, 
with general approbation, compensated his losses and 
rewarded his services by a grant of a hundred thou
sand pounds. Before he set out for Ireland, he re
quested permission to' express his gratitude for this 
magnificent present. A chair was set for him within 
the bar. He took his seat there with the mace at his 

• See the Abrlge de la Vie de Dohna, and the note of Saint Simon 
Frederic Due de Schomberg bi Lu- on Dangeau's Journal, JuIT SO. 
zancT. 1690, the Memoirs of Count 1690. 
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right hand, rose, and in a few graceful words returned 
his thanks and took his leave. The Speaker replied 
that the Commons could never forget the obligation 
under which they already lay to His Grace, that they 
saw him wit~ pleasure at the head of an English 
army, that they felt entire confidence in his zeal and 
ability, and that, at whatever distance he might be, he 
would always be in a peculiar manner an object of their 
care. The precedent set on this interesting occasion 
was followed with the utmost minuteness, a hundred 
and twenty five years later, on an occasion more interest
ing still. Exactly on the same spot on which, in July 
1689, Schomberg had acknowledged the liberality of the 
nation, a chair was set, in July 1814, for a still more 
illustrious warrior, who came to return thanks for a still 
more splendid mark of public gratitude. Few things 
illustrate more strikingly the peculiar character of the 
English government and people than the circumstance . 
that the House of Commons, a popular assembly, should, 
even in a moment of joyous enthusiasm, have adhered 
to a.ncient forms with the punctilious accuracy of a 
College of Heralds; that the sitting and rising, the co
vering and thelincovering, should have been regulated 
by exactly the same etiquette in the nineteenth century 
as in the seventeenth; and that the same mace which 
had been held at the right hand of Schomberg should 
have been held in the same position at the right hand
of Wellington.:II: 

On the twentieth of August the Parliament, hav
ing been constantly engaged in business during seven" 
months, broke up, by the royal command, for a short 
recess. The same" Gazette which announced that the 
Houses had ceased to sit announced that SchomberO" 
had landed in Ireland. t b 

• See the Commons' Journals of 
July 16. 1689, and of July 1. 
1814. 

t Journals of the Lords and 
Commons, Aug. 20. 1689; Lon
don Gazette, Aug. 22. 
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During the three weeks which preceded his landing, 
the dismay and confusion at Dublin Castle had been 
extreme. Disaster had followed disaster so fast that 
the mind of James, never very :tI.rm, had been com
pletely prostrated. He had learned first that London
derry had been relieved; then that one·of his armies 
had been beaten by the Enniskilleners; then that an
other of his armies was retreating, or rather flying, 
from Ulster, reduced in numbers and broken in spirit; 
then that Sligo, the key of Connaught, had be~n aban
doned to the Englishry. He had found it impossible 
to subdue the colonists, even when they were left almost 
unaided. He might therefore well doubt whether it 
would be possible for him to contend against them when 
they were backed by an English army, under the com
mand of the greatest general living? The unhappy 
prince seemed, during some days, to. be sunk in de
spondency. On Avaux the danger produced a very 
diiferent effect. Now, he thought, was the time to turn. 
the war between the English and the Irish into a war 
of extirpation, and to make it impossible that. the two 
nations could ever be united under one governIllent. 
With this view, he coolly submitted to the King a pro
position of almost .incredible atrocity. There must be 
a Saint Bartholomew. A pretext would easily be found. 
No doubt, when Schomberg was known to be in Ire
land, there would be some excitement in those southern 
towns of which the population was chiefly English. Any 
disturbance, wherever it might take place, would. fur
nish an excuse for a general massacre of the J.!rotestants 
of Leinster, Munster, and Connaught.:I As the King 
did not at first express any horror at this suggestion t, 

• "J'estois d'avis qu',-apres que 
Is descente seroit {aite, si on appre
noit que des Protestans se fussent 
Boulevez en quelques endroits du 
royaume. on fit main basse sur tous 

1 1 1 t." A July 31. genera emen - vaux, Aug. 10. 

1689. 
t " Le Roy d'Angleterre m'avoit 

ecoute assez paisiblementla p~ 
miere fois que je luy avois. propose 
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the Envoy, a few days later, renewed the subject, and 
pressed His Majesty to give the necessary orders. Then 
James, with a warmth which did him honour, declared 
that nothing should induce him to commit such a crime. 
"The!e people are my subjects; and I cannot be so 
cruel as to cut their throats while they live peaceably 
under my government." "There is nothing cruel,'" 
answered the callous diplomatist, "in what I recom
mend. Your Majesty ought to consider that mercy to 
Protestants is cruelty to Catholics." James, however, 
was not to be moved; and A vaux retired in very bad 
humour. His belief was that the King's professions of 
humanity were hypocritical, and that, if the orders for 
the butchery were not given, they were not given only 
because His Majesty was confident that the Catholics 
all over the country would fall on the Protestants with
out waiting for orders.*' But A vaux was entirely mis
taken. That he should have supposed James to be as 
profoundly immoral as himself is not strange. But it 
is strange that so able a man should have forgotten 
that James and himself had quite different objects in 
view. The object of the Ambassador's politics was 
to make the separation between England and Ireland 
eternal. The object of the King's Rolitics was to unite 
England and Ireland under his own sceptre; and he 
could' not but be aware that, if there should be a ge
neral massacre of the Protestants of three provinces, -
and he should be suspected of having authorised it or 
of having connived at it, there would in a fortnight be 
not a JacQbite left even at Oxford. t 
ce qu'U y avoit a faire contre les 
Protestans."-Avaux, Aug. T\' 

• Avaux, Aug. -A;. He says, "Je 
m'imagine qu'il est persuade que, 
quoiqu'il ne donne point d'ordre Bur 
eela, la plupart des Catholiques de 
la campagne se jetteront sur les 
frotestans:' 

t L • Aug. 'tT. • ded eWIS, Sept 6.' repnman 
Avaux, though much too gently, for 
proposing to butcher the whole Pro
testant population of Lemster, Con
naught, and Munster. .. Je n'ap
prouve pas cependant la propositbn 
que vous faites de faire main basse 
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Just at this time the prospects of James, which had 
sccmed hopelessly dark, began to brighten. The danger 
which had unnerved him had roused the Irish people. 
They had, six months before, risen up as one man against 
the Saxons. The army which Tyrconnel had formed 
was, in proportion to the population from which it was 
taken, the largest that Europe had ever seen.· But that 
army had sustained a long succession of defeats and dis
graces, unredeemed by a single brilliant achievement. It 
was the fashion, both in England and on the Continent, 
to ascribe those defeats and disgraces to the pusillaIiimity 
of the Irish race." That this was a great error is suffi
ciently proved by the history of every war which has 
been carried on in any part of Christendom during five 
generations. The ra* material out of which a good 
army may be formed existed in great abundance among 
the Irish. A vaux informed his government that they 
were a remarkably handsome, tall, and well made race; 
that they were personally brave; that they were sincerely 
attached to the cause for which they were in arms; 
that they were violently exasperated against the colo
nists. After extolling their strength and spirit, he 
proceeded to explain why it was that, with all their 
strength and spirit, they were constantly beaten. It 
was vain, he said, to imagine that bodily prowess, ani~ 
mal courage, or patriotic enthusiasm would, in the day 
of battle, supply the place of discipline. The infantry 
were ill armed and ill trained. They were suffered 
to pillage wherever they went. They had contracted 

sur tous les Protestans du royaume, armez et sou tenus de toutes les 
du moment qu', en quelque endroit forces d'Angleterre." 
que ce soit, iIs se seront soulevez: if Ronquillo, Aug. -IrI •• speaking 
et, outre que 1a punition d'une infi~ of the siege of Londonderry, ex
\lite d'innocens pour peu de coupables presses his astonishment "que una 
ne seroit pas juste, d'aiUeurs les re~ plaza sin fortificazion y. ain gentes 
presailles contre les Catholiques se- de guerra aya hecho una defensa 
roient d'autant plus dangereuses, que tan gloriosa, y que los sitiadores a1 
les· premiers. se trouveront mieux contrario ayan sido tan poltrolles." 
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all the habits of banditti. There was among them 
scarcely one officer capable of showing them the~ duty. 
Their colonels were generally men of good family, but 
men who had never seen service. The captains were 
butchers, _tailors, shoemakers. Hardly one of them 
troubled himself about the comforts, the accoutrements, 
or the drilling of those over whom he was placed. The 
dragoons were little better than the infantry. But the 
horse were, with some exceptions, excellent. Almost 
all the Irish gentlemen who had any military experi
ence held commissions in the cavalry; and, by the ex
ertions of these officers, ~ome regiments had been raised 
and disciplined which A vaux pronounced equal to any 
that he had ever seen. It was therefore evident that 
the inefficiency of the foot and M the dragoons was to 
be ascribed to the vices, not of the Irish character, but 
of the Irish administration .... 

The events which took place in the autumn of 1689 
sufficiently proved that the ill fated race, which enemies 
and allies generally agreed in regarding with unjust 

• This account of the Irish anny lent tout ce qu'i1s trouvent en che_ 
is compiled from numerous letters min:' "Quoiqu'i1 soit vrai que 
written by Avaux to Lewis and to les soldats paroissent fort resolus 
Lewis's ministers. I will quote a a. bien faire, et qu'i1s soient fort 
few of the most remarkable pas- animez contre les rebeIles, neant
sages. "Les plus beaux hommes," moins iI ne suffit pas de eela pour 
Avaux says of the Irish, "qu'on .combattre .•••• Les officiers subal
peut voir. II n'y en a presque point ternes sont mauvais, et, a. la reserve 
au dessous de cinq pieds cinq a six' d'un tres petit nombre, il n'y en 
pouces." It will be remembered a point qui ayt soin des soldats, 
that, the French foot is longer than des armes, et de la discipline." "On 
ours. "lIs sont tres bien faits: a beaucoup plus de con fiance en 
mais il ne sont ny disciplinez ny la cavalerie, dont 1a plus grande 
annez, et de surplus sont de grands partie est assez bonne." Avaux 
voleurs" "La plupart de ces re- mentions several regiments of horse 
gimens ,ont levez par des gentils- with particular praise. Of two of 
hommes qui n'ont jamais este a these·he says, "On ne peut voir de· 
l'armee. Ce sont des tailleurs, des meilleur regiment." The correct
bouchers, des cordonniers, qui ont ness of the opinion which he had 
forme les compagnies et qui en sont formed both of the infantry and of 
lea Capitaines." "Jamais troupes the cavalry was, after his departure 
n'ont marche comme font celles-cy. from Ireland, signally proved at the 
lIs vont comme des bsndits, et pi!- Boyne. 
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contempt, had, together with the faults inseparable from 
poverty, ignorance, ana superstition, some fine qua
lities which have not always been found in more pro
sperous and more enlightened communities. The evil 
tidings which terrified and bewildered James stirred 
the whole population of the southern provinces like the 
peal of a trumpet sounding to battle. That Ulster 
was lost, that the English ~ere coming, that the death 
grapple between the two hostile nations was at hand, 
was proclaimed from all the altars of three and twenty 
counties. One last chance was left; and, if that chance 
failed, nothing remained but. the despotic, the mer
ciless, rule of the Saxon colony and of the heretical 
church. The Roman Catholic priest who had just 
taken possession of the glebe house and the chancel, 
the Roman Catholic squire who had just been carried 
back on the shoulders of the shouting tenantry into the 
hall of his fathers, would be driven forth to live on 
such alms as peasants, themselves oppressed and miser
able, could spare. A new confiscation would complete 
the work of the Act of Settlement; and the followers of 
William would seize whatever the followers of Crom
well had spared. These apprehensions produced su~h 
an outbreak of patriotic and religious enthusiasm as 
deferred for a time the inevitable day of subjugation. 
Avaux was amazed by the energy which, in circum
stances so trying, the Irish displayed. It was indeed 
the wild and unsteady energy of a half barbarous 
people: it was transient: it was often misdirected: 
but, though transient and misdirected, it did wonders. 
The French Ambassador was forced to own that those 
officers of whose incompetency and inactivity he had so 
often complained had suddenly shaken off their lethargy. 
Recruits came in by thousands. The ranks which had 
been thinned under the walls of Londonderry were soon 
again full to overflowing. Great efforts were made to 
arm and clothe the troops; and, in the short space of 
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a fortnight, every thing presented a new and cheering 
aspect.* . 

The Irish required of the King, in return for their 
strenuous exertions in his cause, one concession which 
was by no, means agreeable to him. The Unpopular
ity of Melfort had become such, that his person was 
scarcely safe. He had no friend to speak a word in his 
favour. The French hated ;him. In every letter which 
arrived at Dublin from England or from Scotland, he 
was described as the evil genius of the House of Stu
art. It was necessary for his own sake to dismiss him. 
An honourable pretext was found. He was ordered 
to repair to Versailles, to represent there the state of 
affairs in Ireland, and to implore the French govern
ment to send over without delay six or seven thousand 
veteran infantry. He laid down the seals; and they were, 
to, the great delight of the Irish, put into the hands of 
an Irishman, Sir Richard Nagle, who had made himself 
conspicuous as Attorney General and Speaker of the 
House of Commons. Melfort took his departure under 
cover of the night: for the rage of the populace against 
him was such that he could not without danger show 
himself'in the streets of Dublin by day. On the fol
lowing morning James left his capital in the opposite 
direction to encounter Schomberg. t 

Schomberg Schomber,g had landed in Ulster. The force which 
lands in 
Ulster. he had brought with him did not exceed ten thousand 

• I will quote a passage or two 
from the despatches written at this 
time by Avaux. On September-lor. 
he says:, .. De quelque coste qu'on 
se tournat, on ne pouvoit rien 
prevoir que de desagreable. Mais 
dans cette extremite chacun s'est 
evertue. Les officiers ont fait leurs 
recrues avec beaucoup de diligence." 
'fhree days later he says: "II Y a 
quinze jours que nous n'esperions 
gllere de pouvoir mettre les choses 

en si bon estat: mais my Lord 
Tyrconnel et tous les Irlandais ont 
travailIe avec tant d'empressement 
qu'on s'est mis en estat de deft'ense." 

t Avaux, Aug.!%. ~ ~'. Sep. 4. Sep. ~. , 
I.ife of James, ii. 878. j Melfort's 
vindication of himself among the 
Nairne Papers. Avaux says: "Il 
pouna partir ce soir a la nuit: car 
je vois bien qu'il apprehende qu'il 
ne sera pas sur pour luy de partir 
en plein jour," 
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men. But he expected to be joined by the armed . CHAP. 

colonists and by the regiments which were under XIV. 

Kirke's command. The coffeehouse politicians of Lon- 1689. 
don fully expected that such a general with such an 
army would speedily reconquer the island. Unhap-
pily it soon appeared that the means which had been 
furnished to him were altogether inadequate to the 
work which he had' to perform: of the greater part of 
these means he was speedily deprived by a succession 
of unforeseen calamities; and the whole campaign was 
merely a long struggle maintained by his prudence and 
resolution against the utmost spite of fortune. 

He marched first to Carrickfergus. That town was Carrick· 

held for James by two regiments of infantry. Schom- :~~~ 
berg battered the walls; and the Irish, after holding 
out a week, capitulated. He promised that they should 
depart unharmed; but he found it no easy matter to 
keep his word. . The people of the town and neighbour-
hood were generally Protestants of Scottish extraction. 
They had suffered much during the short ascendency of 
the native race; and what they had suffered they were 
now eager to retaliate. They assembled in great mul
titudes, exclaiming that the capitulation was nothing to 
them, and that they would be revenged. They soon 
proceeded from words to blows. The Irish, disarmed, 
stripped, and hustled, clung for protection to the 
English officers and soldiers. Schomberg with diffi~ 
culty prevented a massacre by spurring, pistol in hand, 
through the throng of the enraged colonists .... 

From Carrickfergus Schomberg proceeded to Lis
burn, and thence, through towns left without an inha
bitant, and over plains on which not a cow, nor a 
sheep, nor a stack of corn was to be seen,tq Loughbrick. 
land. Here he was joined by three regiments of Ennis-

• Story's Impartial History of 1689; NiheU's Journal, printed in 
the Wars of Ireland, 1693; Life of 1689, and reprinted by Macphell 
James, ii. 374.; Avaux, Sept. iT. son. 
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CHAP. killeners, whose dress, horses, and arnis looked strange 
XIV. to eyes accustomed to the pomp of reviews, but who in 
1689· natural courage were inferior to no troops in the world, 

and who had, during months of constant watching and 
skirmishing, acquired many of the essential qualities of 
soldiers.* 

Schomberg Schomberg continued to advance towards Dublin 
r:t:~~~~- through a desert. The few Irish troops which re
ster. mained in the south of mster retreated before him, 

destroying as they retreated. Newry, once a well built 
and thriving Protestant borough, 'he found a heap of 
smoking ashes. Carlingford tbo had perished. The 
spot where the town had once stood was marked only 
by the massy remains of the old Norman castle. Those 
who ventured to wander from the camp reported that 
the country, as far as they could explore it, was a 
wilderness. There were cabins, but no inmates: there 
was rich pasture, but neither flock nor herd: there were 
cornfields; but the harvest lay on the ground soaked 
with rain.t 

The Eng- While Schomberg was advancing throu!:!:h a vast 
lish and <J 

Iris~ solitude, the Irish forces were rapidly assembling 
:~~~::; from every quarter. On the tenth of September the 
each other. royal standard of James was unfurled on the tower of 

Drogheda; and beneath it were soon collected twenty 
thousand fighting men, the infantry generally bad, the 
cavalry generally good, but both infantry and cavalry 
full of zeal for their country and their religion.t The 
troops were attended as usual by a great multitude of 
camp followers, armed with scythes, half pikes, and 
skeans. By this time Schomberg had reached Dun
dalk. The distance between the two armies was not 
more than a long day's march. It was therefore 

'" Story's Impartial History. 
"" Ibid. t Avaux, Sep. «. 1689; Story's 

Impartial History; Life of James, 
ii. 877, 878. Oligo Mem. Story 

and James agree in estimating the 
Irish army at about. twenty thou
sand men. See also Dangeau, Oct. 
28.1689. 
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generally expected that the fate of ·the island 'Would CHAP. 

speedily be decided by a pitched battle. XIV. 

In both camps, all who did not understand ~ar were 1689. 

eager to fight; and, in both camps, the few who had 
a high reputation for military science were against 
fighting. Neither Rosen nor Schomberg wished to put 
every thing on a cast. Each of them knew intimately 
the defects of his own army; and neither of them was 
fully aware of the defects of the other's army. Rosen 
was certain that the Irish infantry were worse equipped, 
worse officered, and worse drilled, than any infantry 
that he had ever seen from the- Gulf of Bothnia to the 
Atlantic; and he supposed that the English troops 
were well trained, and were, as they doubtless ought to 
have been, amply provided with every thing necessary 
to their efficiency. Numbers, he rightly judged, would 
avail little against a great superiority. of apns and 
discipline. He therefore advised James to fall back, 
and even to abandon Dublin to the enemy, rather 
than hazard a battle the loss of which would be the 
loss of all. Athlone was the best place in the kingdom 
for a determined stand. The passage of the Shannon 
might be defended till the succours which Melfort had 
been charged to solicit came from France; and those 
succours would change the whole character of the war. 
But the Irish, with Tyrconnel at their headl were 
unanimous against retreating. The blood of the whole 
nation was up. James was pleased with .the enthu-
siasm of his subjects, and positively declared that he 
would not disgrace himself by leaving his capital to the 
invaders without a blow." 

In a few days it became clear that Schomberg had Schomberg 

d t . d t t fi h H' . . ht declines a e ermme no 0 g t. IS reasons were welg y. battle. 

He had some good Dutch and French troops. The 
Enniskilleners who had joined him had served a militfl.ry 
apprenticeship, though not i!l a very regular manner. 

• Life of James, ii. 877. 878.0rig. Mem. 
I!: I!: 4 



424 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

CHAP. But the bulk of his army consisted of English peasants 
XIV. who had just left their cottages. His musketeers had 
1689. still to ..learn how to load their pieces: his dragoons 

Frauds ~f had still to learn how to manage their horses; and these 
theEnghsh • • d . J! h ' 
Commissa- lllexpenence recrUIts were lor t e most part com-
riat. manded by officers as inexperienced as themselves. His 

troops were therefore not generally superior in disci
pline to the Irish, and were in number far inferior. 
Nay, he found that his men were almost as ill armed, 
as m lodged, as ill clad, as the Uelts to whom they were 
opposed. The wealth of the English nation and the 
liberal votes of the English parliament had entitled him 
to exp~ct that he should be a.bundantly s~pplied with 
all the munitions of war. But he was cruelly disap
pointed. The administration had, ever since the death 
of Oliver, been constantly becoming more and more 
imbecile" more and more corrupt; and now the Revo
lution reaped what the Restoration had sown. A crowd \ 
'of negligent or ravenous functionaries, formed under 
Charles and James, plundered, starved, and poisoned the 
armies and fleets of William. Of these men the most 
important was Henry Shales, who, in the late reign, 
had been Commissary General to the camp at Houns
low. It is difficult to blame the new government for 
continuing to employ him: for, in his own department, 
his experience far surpassed that of any other English
man. Unfortunately, in the same school in which he 
had acquired his experience, he had learned the whole 
art of peculation. The beef and brandy which he fur
nished were so bad that the soldiers tu~ned from them 
with loathing: the tents were rotten: the clothing was 
scanty: the muskets broke in the handling. Great 
numbers of shoes were set down to the account of the 
government: but, two months after the Treasury had 
paid the bill, the shoes had not arrived in Ireland. The 
means of transporting baggage and artillery were almost 
entirely wanting. ,An ample number of horses had 
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been purchased in England with the public money, and 
. had been sent to the banks of the Dee. .But Shales had 
let them out for harvest work to the farmers of Cheshire, 
had pocketed the hire, and had left the troops in Ulster 
to get on as they best might.:Ii' Schomberg thought 
that, if he should, with an ill trained and ill appointed 
army, risk a battle against a superior (orce, he might 
not improbably be defeated; and he knew that, a defeat 
might be followed by the loss of one kingdom, perhaps 
by the loss of -three kingdoms. He therefore made up 
his mind to stand on the defensive till his men had 
been disciplined, and till reinforcements and supplies 
should arrive. -

He entrenched himself near Dundalk in such a manner 
that he could not be forced to fight against his will. 
James, emboldened by the caution of his adversary, and 
disregarding the advice of Rosen,'advanced to A.rdee, 
appeared at the head of the whole Irish army before the 
English lines, drew up horse, foot and artillery, in 
order of battle, and displayed his banner. The English 
were impatient to fall on. .But their general had made 
up his mind, and was not to be moved by the bravadoes 
of the enemy or by the murmurs of his own soldiers. 
During some weeks he remained secure within his 
defences, while the Irish lay a few miles oft'. He set 
himself assiduously to drill those new levies which 
formed the greater part of his army. He ordered the 
musketeers to be constantly exercised in firing, some
times at marks and sometimes by.platoons; ~nd, from 
the way in which they at first acquitted themselves, it 
plainly appeared that he had judged wisely in not lead
ing them out to battle. It was found that not one in 
four of the English soldiers coul~ manage his piece 
at all; and whoever succeeded in discharging it, no 

• See Grey's Debates, Nov. 26, between a Lord Lieutenant and one 
n, 28. 16119, and the Dialogue of his deputies, 1692. 
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CHAP. matter in ~hat direction, thought that he had performed 
XIV. a great feat. 
1689. While the Duke was thus employed, the Irish eyed 

CODspirahcy his camp without daring to attack it. But within that 
among t e • • 
FreDC~ camp soon appeared two evils more terrIble than the 
:~~oi:~h foe, treason and pestilence. Among the best troops 
service. under his command were the French exiles. And now 

a grave doubt arose touching their fidelity. The real 
Huguenot refugee indeed might safely be trusted. The 
dislike with which the most zealous English Protestant 
regard~d the House of Bourbon and the Church of 
Rome was a lukewarm feeling when compared with 
that inextinguishable hatred which glowed in the bosom 
of the persecuted, dragooned, expatriated Calvinist of 
Languedoc. The Irish had already remarked that the 
French heretic neither gave nor took quarter.... Now, 
however, it was found that with those emigrants who 
had sacrificed every thing for the reformed religion 
were intermingled emigrants of a very different sort, 
deserters who had run away from their standards in 
the Low Countries, and had coloured their crime by 
pretending that they were Protestants, and that their 
conscience would not suffer them to fight for the perse
cutor of their Church. Some of these men, hoping that 
by a second treason they might obtain both pardon and 
reward, open~d a correspondence with A vaux. The 
letters were intercepted; and a formidable plot was
brought to light. It appeared that, if Schomberg had 
been weak enough tQ yield to the importunity of those 
who wished him to give battle, several French companies 
would, in the heat of the action, have fired on the 
English, and gone over to the enemy. Such a defection 
might well have pJ:oduced a general panic in a better 

• Nihell's Journal. A French que les Anglois, et tuent force 
officer, in a leuer to Avaux, written Catholiques pour avoir fait r€sis
soon after Schomberg's landing, says, tance." 
" Les Huguenots font plus de mal 
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army than that which was ~ncamped under Dundalk.' CHAP. 

It was necessary to be severe. Six of the conspirators XIV. 

were hanged. Two hundred of their accomplices were 1689. 
sent in irons to England. Even after this winnowing, 
the refugees were long regarded by the rest of the army 
with unjust but not unnatural suspicion. DuriIig some 
days indeed there was great reason to fear that the 
enemy would be entertained with a bloody fight between 
the English soldiers and their French allies.'-

A few hours before the execution of the chief con-. Pestilence 

spirators, a general muster of the army was held; and :J.~h:r!;~· 
it was observed that the ranks of the English battalions, 
looked thin. From the first day of the campaign, there 
had been much sickness among the recruits: but it 
was not till the time of the equinox that the mortal-
ity became alarming. The autumnal rains of Ireland 
are usually heavy; . and this year they were heavier 
than usual. The whole country was deluged; and the 
Duke's camp became a marsh. The Enniskillen men 
were seasoned to the climate. The Dutch were accus' 
tomed to live in a country which, as a wit of that age 
said, draws fifty feet of water. They kept their huts 
dry and clean; and they had experienced and careful 
-officers who did not suffer. them to omit any,precau-
tion. But ,the peasants of Yorkshire and Derbyshire 
had neither constitutions prepared to resist the perni-
cious infiuence, nor skill to protect themselves against 
it. The bad provisions furnished by the Commissariat 
aggravated the maladies generated by the air. Reme-
dies were almost entirely wanting. The surgeons were 
few. The medicine chests contained little more than 
lint and plaisters for wounds. The English sickened 
and died by hundreds. Even those who were not 

• Story; Narrative transmitted was in the camp before Dundalk, 
by AV8UX toSeignelay, ~:::~~·1689; there is in his MS. no mention of 
London Gazette, Oct.' 14. 1689. the conspiracy among the French. 
It is curious that, though Dumont 
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smitten by the pestilence were unnerved and dejected, 
and, instead of putting forth the energy which is the 
heritage of our race, awaited their fate with the helpless 
apathy of Asiatics. It was in vain that Schomberg 
tried to teach them to improve their habitations, and to 
cover the wet earth on which they lay with a thick 
carpet of fern. Exertion had become more dreadful to 
them than death. It was not to be expected that men 
who would not help themselves should help each other. 
Nobody asked and nobody showed compassion. Famili
arity with ghastly spectacles produced a hardheartedness 
and a desperate impiety, of which an example will not 
easily be found even in the history of infectious diseases. 
The moans of the sick were drowned by the blasphemy 
and ribaldry of their comrades. Sometimes, seated on 
the body of a wretch who had died in the morning, 
might be seen a wretch destined to die before night, 
cursing, singing loose songs, and swallowing usque
baugh to the health of the devil. When the corpses 
were taken away to be buried the survivors grumbled. 
A dead man, they said, was a good screen and a good 
stool. Why, when there was so abundant a supply of 
such useful articles of furniture, were people to be ex
posed to the cold air and forced to crouch on the moist 
ground ?* 

Many of the sick were sent by the English vessels 
which layoff the coast to Belfast, where a great hospital _ 
had been prepared: But scarce half of them lived to 
the end of the voyage. More than one ship lay long in 
the bay of Carrickfergus heaped with carcasses, and 
exhaling the stench of death, without a living man on 
board·t 

• Story's Impartial History; Du
mont MS. The profaneness and 
dissoluteness of the camp during the 
sickness are mentioned in many con
temporary pamphlets both in verse 

and prose~ See particularly a Satire 
entitled Reformation of l\Janners. 
part ii. 

t Story's Impartial History. 
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The Irish army suffered much less. The kerne of 
Munster or Connaught was quite as· well off in the 
camp as if he had been in his own mud cabin inha
ling the vapours of his own quagmire. He naturally 
exulted in the distress of the Saxon heretics, and :flat
tered himself that· they would be destroyed without a 
blow. He heard with· delight the guns pealing all day 
over the graves of the English officers, till at length the 
funerals became too numerous to be celebrated with 
military pomp, and the mo1p'Dful sounds were succeeded 
by a silence more mournful still. 

The superiority of force.was now so decidedly on the 
side of James that he could safely venture to detach 
five regiments from his army, and to send them into 
Connaught. Sarsfield commanded them. He did not, 
indeed, stand so high as he deserved in the royal esti
mation. The King, with an air of intellectual superi
ority which must have made Avaux and Rosen bite 
their lips, pronounced him a brave fellow, but very 
scantily supplied with brains. It was not without great 
difficulty that the Ambassador prevailed on His Majesty 
to raise the best officer in the Irish army to the rank of 
Brigadier. Sarsfield .now fully vindicated the favour
able opinion which his French patrons had formed of 
him. He dislodged the English from Sligo; and he 
effectually secured Galway, which had been in consi
derable danger.'-

No attack, however, was made on the English en~ 
trenchments before Dundalk. In the midst of diffi
culties and disasters hourly multiplying, the great 
qualities of Schomberg appeared hourly more and more 
conspicuous. Not in the full tide of suc~ess, not on 
the field of Montes Claros, not under the walls of 
Maestricht, had he so well deserved the admiration of 
mankind. His resolution never gave way. His pru-· 

• Avaux, Oct. H. Nov. H.1689; James, ii. 882; 888. Orig. Mem..; 
Story'sImpartial History; Life of. Nihell's Journal. -
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CHAP. dence never slept. His temper, in spite of manifold 
XIV. vexations and provocations, was always cheerful and 
1689. serene. The effective men under his command1 even if 

all were reckoned as effective who were not stretched on 
. the earth by fever, did not now exceed five thousand. 
These were hardly equal to their ordinary duty; and 
yet it was necessary to harass them with double duty. 
Nevertheless so masterly ·were the old man's dispo
sitions that with this small force he faced during several 
. weeks twenty thousand troops who were accompanied 

The Eng- by a multitude of armed banditti. At length early in 
¥:!hand November the Irish dispersed, and went to winter 
!,rmies.go quarters. The Duke then broke up his camp and re-
1Oto w10ter • d' Ul J h . f hi 
quarters. tIre mto ster. ust as t e remams 0 s army 

were about to move, a rumour spread that the enemy 
was approaching in great force. Had this rumour been 
true, the danger would have been extreme. But the 
English regiments, though they had been reduced to a 
third part of their complement, and though the men 
who were in best health were hardly able to shoulder 
arms, showed a strange joy and alacrity at the pros
pect of battle, and swore that the Papists should pay 
for all the misery of the last month. " We English," 
Schomberg said, identifying himself goodhumouredly 
with the people of the country which had adopted him, 
"we English have·stomach enough for fighting. It is 
a pity that we are not as fond of some other parts of a -
soldier's business." 

The alarm proved false: the Duke's army departed 
unmolested: but the highway along which he retired 
presented a piteous and hideous spectacle. A long train 
of waggons laden with the sick jolted over the rugged 
pavement. At every jolt some wretched man gave up 
the ghost. The corpse was flung out and left unburied 
to the foxes and crows. The whole number of 'those 
who died, in the camp at Dundalk, in the hospital at 
Belfast, on the road, and on the sea, amounted to above 
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six thousand. The survivors were quartered for the CHAP. 

I 
XIV. 

winter in the towns and villages of Ulster. The genera 
fixed his head quarters at Lisburn.... 1689· 

His conduct was variously judged. Wise and candid V~ri.ous 
men said that he had surpassed himself, and that there ~~~,:::ns 
was no other captain in Europe who, with raw troops, bScho,m-• ergs COD-

with ignorant officers, with scanty stores, haVIng to duct. 

contend at once against a hostile army of greatly supe~ 
rior force, against a villanous commissariat, against a 
nest of traitors in his own camp, and against a disease 
more murderous than the sword, would have brought 
the campaign to a close without the loss of a :Bag or a 
gun. On the other hand, many of those newly com~ 
missioned majors and captains, whose helplessness had 
increased all his perplexities, and who had not one qua~ 
lification for their posts except personal courage, grum~ 
bled at the skill and patience which had saved them 
from destruction. Their complaints were echoed on the 
other side of Saint George's Channel. Some of the mur· 
muring, though unjust, was excusable. The parents, who 
had sent a gallant lad, in his first .uniform, to. fight his 
way to glory, might be pardoned if, when they learned 
that he had died on a wisp of straw without medical at· 
tendance, and had been buried in a swamp without any 
Christian or military ceremony, their affliction made 
them hasty and unreasonable. But with the cry of 
bereaved families was mingled another cry much less 
respectable. All the hearers and tellers of news abused 
the general who furnished them with so little news to 
hear and to tell. For men of that sort are so greedy 

• Story's Impartial History; constantly said to be in good condi
S~homberg's Despatches; NiheU's tion. In the absurd drama entitled 
Journal, and James's Life; Burnet, tbe Royal Voyage, which was aoted 
ii. 20.; Dangeau's journal during for the amusement of the rabble of 
this autumn; the Narrative sent by London in 1689, the Irish are re. 
Avaux to Seigneiay, and the Du- presented as attacking some of the 
mont MS. The lying of the Lon- sick English. The English put the 
don Gazette is monstrous. Through assailants to the rout, and then drop 
the whole autumn the troops arl! down dead. 
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after excitement that they far more readily forgive a 
commander who loses a battle than a commander who 
declines one. The politicians, who delivered their ora
cles from the thickest cloud of tobacco smoke at Garro
way's, confidently asked, without knowing any thing, 
either of war in general, or of Irish war in particular, 
why Schomberg did not fight. They could not venture 
to say that he did not understand his calling. No doubt 
he had been an excellent officer: but he was very old. 
He seemed to bear his years well: but his faculties were 
not what they had been: his memory was failing; and 
it was well known that he sometimes forgot in the af
ternoon what he had done in the morning. It may 
be doubted whether there ever existed a human being 
whose mind was quite as firmly toned at eighty as at 
forty. But that Schomberg's intellectual powers had 
been little impaired by years is sufficiently proved by 
his despatches, which are still extant, and which are 
models of official writing, terse, perspicuous, full of im
portant facts and weighty reasons, compressed into the 
smallest possible number of words. In those despatches 
he sometimes alluded, not angrily, but with calm dis
dain, to the censures thrown upon his conduct by shallow 
babblers, who, never having seEm any military operation 
more important than the relieving of the guard at 
Whitehall, imagined that the easiest thing in the world 
was to gain great victories in any situation and against -
any odds, and by sturdy patriots who were convinced 
that one English carter or thresher, who had not yet 
learned how to load a gun or port a pike, was a match 
for any five musketeers of King Lewis's household. «= • 

Unsatisfactory as had been the results of the cam
paign in Ireland, the results of the maritime operations 
of the year were more unsatisfactory still. It had been 
confidently expected that, on the sea, England, "allied 
with Holland, would have been far more than a match 

.- See his despatches in the appendix to Dalrymple's Memoirs. 
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for tbe power of Lewis: but every thing went wrong. CHAP" 

Herbert had, after the unimportant skirmish of Bantry XIV. 

Bay, returned with his squadron to Portsmouth. There 1689. 

he found that he had not lost the good opinion either 
of the public or of the government. The House of 
Commons thanked him for his services; and he received 
signal marks of the favour of the Crown. He had not 
been at the coronation, and had therefore "missed his 
share of the rewards which, at the time of that solem~ 
nity, had been distributed among the chief agents in 
the Revolution. The omission was now repaired; and 
he was created Earl of Torrington. The King went 
down to Portsmouth, dined on board of the Admiral's 
:flag ship, expressed the fullest confidence in the valour 
and loyalty of the navy, knighted two gallant captains, 
Cloudesley Shovel and John Ashby, and ordered a 
donative to be divided among the seamen .... 

We cannot justly blame William for having a high ~alad!'li
opinion of TorrinO"ton For Torrington was generally Dlstratl?n o • . of TorrlDIJ'. 
regarded as one of the bravest and most skilful officers: ton. 

in the navy. He had been promoted to the rank of 
Rear Admiral of England by James, who, if he under-
stood any thing, understood maritime affairs. That 
place and other lucrative places Torrington had re
linquished when he found that he could retain them 
only by submitting to be a tool of the Jesuitical cabal. 
No man had taken a more active, a more hazardous, or 
a more useful part in effecting the. Revolution. It 
seemed, therefore, that no man had fairer pretensions 
to be put at the head of the naval administration. 
Yet no man could be more unfit .for such a post. His 
morals had always been loose, so loose indeed that the 
firmness with which in the late reign he had adhered 
to his religion had excited much surprise. His glorious 
disgrace indeed seemed to have produced a salutary effect 
on his character. In poverty and exile he rose from a 

• London Gazette, May 20. 1689. 
VOl •• III. F F 
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voluptuary into a hero. But, as soon as prosperity re
turned, the hero sank again into a voluptuary; and the 
lapse was deep and hopeless. The nerves of his mind, 
which had been during a short time braced to a firm 
tone, were now so much relaxed by vice that he was 
utterly incapable of self denial or of strenuous exertion. 
The vulgar courage of a foremast man he still retained. 
But both 'as Admiral and as First Lord of the Ad
miralty he was utterly inefficient. Month after month 
the fleet which should have been the terror of the seas 
lay in harbour while he was diverting himself in Lon
don. The sailors, punning upon his new title, gave him 
the name of Lord Tarry-in-town. When he came on 
shipboard he was accompanied by a bevy of courtesans. 
There was scarcely an hour of the day or of the night 
when he was not under the influence of claret. Being 
insatiable of pleasure, he necessarily became insatiable of 
wealth. Yet he loved flattery almost as much as either 
wealth or pleasure. He had long been in the habit of 
exactirig the most abject homage from those who were 
under his command. His flag ship was a little Ver
sailles. He expected his captains to attend him to his 
cabin when he went to bed, and to assemble every 
morning at his levee. He even suffered them to dress 
him. One of them combed his flowing wig; another 
stood ready with the embroidered coat. Under such 
a chief there could be. no discipline. His tars passed _ 
their time in rioting among the rabble of Portsmouth. 
Those officers who won his favour by servility and 
adulation easily obtained leave of absence, and spent 
weeks in London, revelling in taverns, scouring the 
streets, or making love to the masked ladies in the pit 
of the theatre. The victuallers soon found out with 
whom they had to deal, and sent down to the fleet 
casks of meat which dogs would not touch, and barrels 
of beer which smelt worse than bilge water. Mean
while the British Channel seemed to be abandoned 
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to French rovers. Our merchantmen were boarded in ,CHAP. 

sight of the ramparts of Plymouth. The sugar fleet XIV. 

from the West Indies lost seven ships. The whole 1689. 

value of the prizes taken by the cruisers of the enemy 
in the immediate neighbourhood of our island, while 
Torrington was engaged with his bottle and his haram, 
was estimated at six hundred thousand pounds. So diffi-
cult was it to obtain the convoy of a man of war, except 
by giving immense bribes, that our traders were forced 
to hire the services of Dutch privateers, and found these 
foreign mercenaries much more useful and much less 
greedy than the officers of our own royal navy.'" 

The only department with which no fault could be Contin~n
found was the dep~rtment of Foreign Affairs. There tal afflW'& 

William was his own minister; and, where he was his 
own minister, there were no delays, no blunders, no 
jobs, no treasons. The difficulties with which he had 
to contend were indeed great. Even at the Hague he 
had to encounter an opposition which all his wisdom 
and firmness could, with the strenuous support of 
Reinsius, scarcely overcome. The English were not 
aware that, while they were murmuring at their Sove-
reign's partiality for the land of his birth, a strong 
party in Holland was murmuring at his partiality for 
the land of his adoption. The Dutch ambassadors at 
Westminster complained that the terms of alliance 
which he proposed were derogatory to the dignity and 
prejudicial to the interests of the republic; that wher-
ever the honour of the English flag was concerned, 
he was punctilious and obstinate; that heperempto-
rily insisted on an article. which interdicted all trade 
with France, and which could not but be grievously 
felt on the Exchange of Amsterdam; that, when they 

• Commons' Journals, Nov. 18. of the Bearbaiting, Reformation of 
23. 1689; GI}!y's Debates, Nov. Manners, a Satire, the Mock Mourn-
13, 14.18. 23. 1689. See, among era, a Satire. See also Pepys's Di
nqrnerous pasquinades, the Parable ary kept at Tangier, Oct. 15. 1683. 

F p 2 
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expressed . a hope that the Navigation Act would be 
repealed, he burst out a laughing, and told them that 
the thing was not to . be thought of. He carried all 
his points; and a solemn contract was made by which 
England and the Batavian federation bound themselves 
to stand :firmly by each other against France, and not 
to make peace except by mutual consent. But one of 
the Dutch plenipotentiaries declared that he was afraid 
of being one day held up to obloquy as a traitor for con
ceding so much; and the signature of another plainly 
appeared to have been traced by a hand shaking with 
emotion .... 

Meanwhile under William's skilful management a 
treaty of alliance had been concluded between the States 
General and the Emperor. To that treaty Spain and 
England gave in their adhesion; and thus the four 
great powers which had long been bound together by 
a friendly understanding were bound together by a 
formal contract. t 

But before that formal contract had been signed 
and sealed, all the contracting parties were in arms. 
Early in the year 1689 war was raging all over the 
Continent from the Hremus to the Pyrenees. France, 
attacked at once on every side, made on· every side 
a vigorous defence; and her Turkish allies kept a 
great German force fully employed in Servia and 
Bulgaria. On the whole, the results of the military -
operations of the summer were not unfavourable to 
the confederates. Beyond the Danube, the Christians, 
under Prince Lewis of Baden, gained a succession of 
victories over the Mussulmans. In the passes of 
Roussillon, the French troops contended without any 

• The best account of these ne
gotiations will be found in Wage
naar,lxi. He had arcess to Witsen's 
papers, and has quoted largely from 
them. It was Witsen who signed 
in violent agitation, "zo als," he 
&ays, .. myne beevende band getuigen 

... 

kan." The treaties will be found 
in Dumont's Corps Diplomatique. 
They were signed in August ] 689. 

t The treaty between the Empe
ror and the States General is dated 
1\Iay 12. 1689. It will be found 
in Dumont's Corps Diplomatique. 
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decisive advantage against the martial peasantry of CHAP. 

Catalonia. One German army', led by the Elector XIV. 

of Bavaria, occupied the Archbishopric of Cologne. 1689. 
Another was commanded by Charles, Duke of Lor-
raine, a sovereign who, driven from his own domi-
nions by the arms of France, had turned soldier of 
fortune, and had, as -such, obtained both distinction 
and revenge. He marched against the devastators of 
the Palatinate, forced them to retire behind the Rhine, 
and, after a long siege, took the important and strongly 
fortified city of Mentz. 

Between the Sambre and the Meusethe French, com
manded by Marshal Humieres, were opposed to the 
Dutch, commanded by the Prince of Waldeck, an officer 
who had long served the States General with fidelity 
and ability, though not always with good fortune, and 
who stood high in the estimation of William. Under 
Waldeck's orders was Marlborough, to whom William 
had confided an English brigade consisting of the best 
regiments of the old army of James. Second to Marl-' 
borough in command, and second also in professional 
skill, was Thomas Talmash, a brave soldier, destined to 
a fate never to be mentioned without shame and indigna-
tion. Between the army of Waldeck and the army of 
Humieres no general action took place: but in a suc
cession of combats the advantage was on the side of the 
confederates. Of these combats the most important Ski~ish 
took place at Walcourt on the fifth of August. The :~~l
French attacked an outpost defended by the English 
brigade, were vigorously repulsed, and' were forced to 
retreat in confusion, abandoning a few field pieces to 
the conquerors and leaving more than six hundred 
corpses on the ground. Marlborough, on this as on every 
similar occasion, acquitted himself like a valiant and 
skilful captain. The Coldstream Guards commanded by 
Talmash, and the regiment which is now called the 
sixteenth of the line, commanded by Colonel Robert 

• I' 3 



438 

CHAP. 
XIV. 

1689. 

Imputa
tions 
thrown on 
Marl
borough. 

HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

Hodges, distinguished themselves highly. The Royal 
regiment too, which had a few months before set up the 
standard of rebellion at Ipswich, proved on this day that 
William, in freely pardoning that great fault, had acted 
not less wisely than generously. The testimony which 
Waldeck in his despatch bore to the gallant conduct of 
the islanders was read with delight by their countrymen. 
The fight indeed was no more than a skirmish: but it 
was a sharp and bloody skirmish. There had within 
living memory been no equally serious encounter be
tween the English and French; and our ancestors were 
naturally elated by finding that many years of inaction 
and vassalage did not appear to have enervated the cou
rage of the nation.:l< 

The Jacobites however discovered in the events of 
the campaign abundant matter for invective. Marl
borough was, not without reason, the object of their 
bitterest hatred. In his behaviour on a field of battle 
malice itself could find little to censure: but there 
were other parts of his conduct which presented a 
fair mark for obloquy. Avarice is rarely the vice of 
a young man: it is rarely the vice of a great man: 
but Marlborough was one of the few who have, in the 
bloom of youth, loved lucre more than wine or women, 
and who have, at the height of greatness, loved lucre 
more than power or fame. All the precious gifts 
which nature had lavished on him he valued chiefly -
for what they would fetch. At twenty he made money 
of his beauty and his vigour. At sixty he made money 
of his genius and his glory. The applauses which were 
justly due to his conduct at Walcourt could not alto
gether drown the voices of those who muttered that, 
wherever a broad piece was to be saved or got, this 
hero was a mere Euclio, a mere Harpagon ; that, though 

• See the despatdl of 'Valdeck First Regiment of Foot; Dangeau, 
in the London Gazette, Aug. 26. Aug. 28. j Monthly Mercury, Sep-
1689; Historiral Records of the tember 1689. 
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he drew a large allowance under pretence of keeping a CIUP. 

public table, he never asked an officer to dinner; that XiV. 

his muster rolls were fraudulently made up; that he 1689. 

pocketed pay in the names of men who had long been 
dead, of men who had been killed in his own sight four 
years before at Sedgemoor; that there were twenty 
such names in one troop; that there were thirty six in 
another. Nothing but the union of dauntless courage 
and commanding powers of mind with a bland temper 
and winning manners could have enabled him to gain 
and keep, in spite of faults eminently unsoldierlike, the 
good will of his soldiers." 

About the time at which the contending armies in Pope Inno-

f E . .. cent XL every part 0 urope were gomg mto wmter quar- succeeded 

ters, a new Pontiff ascended the chair of Saint Peter. bydAleyiIL 
Innocent the Eleventh was no more. His fate had an er 

been strange indeed. His conscientious and fervent 
attachment to the Church of which he was the head 
had induced him, at one of the most critical conjJ.nc-
tures in her history, to ally himself with her mortal 
enemies. The news of his decease was received with 
concern and alarm by Protestant princes and common-
wealths, and with joy and hope at Versailles and Dublin. 
An extraordinary ambassador of high rank was in-
stantly despatched by Lewis to Rome. The French 
garrison which had been placed in Avignon was with-
drawn. When the votes or the Conclave had been 
united in favour of Peter Ottobuoni, an ancient Cardinal 
who assumed the appellation of Alexander the Eighth, 
the representative of France assisted at the installation, 
bore up the cope of the new Pontiff, and put into the 
hands of His Holiness a letter in which the most Chris-
tian King declared that he renounced the odious privi-

• See tbe Dear Bargain, a Jaco- (Marlborough) to mention any .other. 
bite pamphlet clandestinely printed All are innocent comparatively, eveD 
In 1690. "1 have not patience," Kirke himself." 
says the writer, "after this wretch 

F F 4. 
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lege of protecting robbers and assassins. Alexander 
pressed the . letter to his lips, embraced the bearer, and 
talked with rapture of the near prospect of reconcilia
tion. Lewis began to entertain a hope that the influ
ence of the Vatican. might be exerted to dissolve the 
alliance between the House of Austria and the heretical 
usurper of the English throne. James was even more 
sanguine. He was foolish enough to expect that the 
new Pope would give him money, and ordered Melfort, 
who had now acquitted himself of his mission at Ver
sailles' to hasten to Rome, and beg His Holiness to con
tribute something towards the good work of upholding 
pure religion in the British islands. But it . soon ap
peared that Alexander, though he might hold language 
different from that of his predecessor, was determined 
to follow in essentials his predecessor's policy. The 
original cause of the quarrel between the Holy See and 
Lewis was not removed. The King continued to ap
point prelates: the Pope continued to refuse them in
stitution; and the consequence was that a fourth part . 
of the dioceses of France had bishops who were inca
pable of performing any episcopal function.'" 

The Anglican Church was, at this time, not less dis
tracted than the Gallican Church. The first of August 
had been fixed by Act of Parliament as the day be
fore the close of which all beneficed clergymen and 
all persons holding academical offices must, on pain 
of suspension, swear allegiance to William and Mary. 
During the earlier part of the summer, the Jacobites 
hoped that the number of nonjurors would be so con
siderable as seriously to alarm and embarrass the 

. Government. But this hope was disappointed. Few 
indeed of the clergy were Whigs. Few were Tories of 

• See the Mercuries for Septem- fort's Instructions, and his memo
ber 1689. and the four follow- rials to the Pope and the Cardinal of 
iug months. See also '\Velwood's Este, are among the Nairne Papers; 
l\Iercurius Reformatus of Sept. ] 8. amI some extracts have been printed 
Sept. 25. allll Oct. 8. 1689. Mel- by l\Iacpher~on. 
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that moderate school which acknowledged, reluctantly CHAP. 

and with reserve, that extreme abuses might sometimes XIV. 

justify a nation in resorting to extreme reII.1edies. The 1689. 
great majority of the profession still held the doctrine 
of passive obedience: but that majority was now di-
vided into two sections. A question, which, before the 
Revolution, had been mere matter of speculation, and 
had therefore, though sometimes incidentally raised, 
been, by most persons, very superficially considered, had 
now become practically most important. The doctrine 
of passive obedience being taken for granted, to whom 
was that obedience due? While the hereditary right 
and the possession were conjoined, there was no room 
for doubt: but the hereditary right and the possession 
were now separated. One prince, raised by the Revo-
lution, was reigning at Westminster, passing laws, ap
pointing magistrates and prelates, sending forth armies 
and fleets. His Judges decided causes. His Sheriffs 
arrested debtors and executed criminals. Justice,. or-
der, property, would cease to exist, and society would 
be resolved into chaos, but for his Great Seal. Another 
prince, deposed by the Revolution, was living abroad. 
He could exercise none of the powers and perform 
none of the duties of a ruler, and could, as it seemed, 
be restored only by means as violent as those by which 
he had been displaced. To which of these two princes 
did Christian men owe' allegiance? 

To a large part of the clergy it appeared that the Argum,entl 

plain letter of Scripture required them to submit to !~~ !:a~i~ 
the Sovereign who was in possession, without trou-
bling themselves about his title. The powers which 
the Apostle, in the text most familiar to the Anglican 
divines of that age, pronounces to be ordained of God, 
are not the powers that can be traced back to a legiti-
mate origin, but the powers that be. When Jesus was 
asked whether the chosen people might lawfully give 
tribute to Cresar, he replied by asking the questioners, 
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not whether Coosar could make out a pedigree derived 
from the old royal house of Judah, but whether the 
coin which they scrupled to 'pay into Coosar's treasury 
came from Coosar's mint, in other words, whether Coo
sar actually possessed the authority and performed the 
functions of a ruler. 

It is generally held, with much appearance of rea
son, that the most trustworthy comment on the text of 
the Gospels and Epistles is to be found in the practice 
of the primitive Christians; when that practice can be 
satisfactorily ascertained; and it so happened that the 
times during which the Church is universally acknow
ledged to have been in· the highest state of purity were 
times of frequent and violent political change. One at 
least of the Apostles appears to have lived to see four 
Emperors pulled down in little more than a year. Of 
the martyrs of the third century a great proportion 
must have been able to remember ten or twelve revo
lutions. Those martyrs must have had occasion often 
to consider what was their duty towards a prince just 
raised to power. by a successful insurrection. That 
they were, one and all, deterred by the fear of punish
ment from doing what they thought right, is an im
putation which no candid infidel would throw on them. 
Yet, if there be any proposition which can with perfect 
confidence be affirmed touching the early Christians, 
it is this, that they never once refused obedience to
any actual ruler on account of the illegitimacy of his 
title. At one time, indeed, the supreme power was 
claimed by twenty or thirty competitors. Every pro
vince from Britain to Egypt had its own Augustus. 
All these pretenders could not be rightful Emperors. 
Yet it does not appear that, in any place, the faithful 
had any scruple about submitting to the person who, in 
that place, exercised the imperial functions. While the 
Christian of Rome obeyed Aurelian, the Christian of 
Lyons obeyed Tetricus, and the Christian of Palmyra 



WILLIAM AND MARY. 

obeyed Zenobia. "Day and night," -such were the words 
which the great Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, addressed 
to the representative of Valerian and Gallienus, -" day 
and night do we Christians pray to the one true God for 
the safety of our Emperors." Yet those Emperors had a 
few months before pulled down their predecessor£mi
lianus, who had pulled down his predecessor Gallus, 
who had climbed to power on the ruins of the house of 
his predece~sor Decius, who had slain his predecessor' 
Philip, who had slain his predecessor Gordian. . Was it 
possible to believe that a saint, who had, in the short 
space of thirteen or fourteen years, borne true allegiance 
to this series of rebels and regicides, 'Y"0uld have made a 
schism in the Christian body rather than acknowledge 
King William and Queen Mary? A hundred times 
those Anglican divines who had taken the oaths chal
lenged their more scrupulous brethren to cite a single 
instance in which the primitive Church had refused 
obedience to a successful usurper; and a hundred times· 
the challenge was evaded. The nonjurors had little to 
say on this head, except that precedents were of no 
force when opposed to principles, a proposition which 
came with but a bad grace from a school which had 
always professed an almost superstitious reverence for 
the authurity of the Fathers.· 

• See the Answer of a Nonjuror to be a rule? III things have been 
to the Bishop of Sarum's challenge done,"and very generally abetted, by 
in the Appendix to the Life of Ket- men of otherwise very orthodox 
tJewell. Among the Tanner 1\1SS. principles." The argument from 
in the Bodleian Library is a paper the practice of the primitive Chris
which, as San croft thought it worth tians is remarkably well put in a 
preserving, I venture to quote. The tract entitled The Doctrine of Non
writer, a strong nonjuror, after try- resistance or Passive Obedience No 
:lIg to evade, by many pitiable \V ay concerned in the Controversies 
shifts, the argument drawn by a now depending between the Wil
more compliant divine from the liamites and the Jacobites, by a Lay 
practice of the primitive Church, Gentleman, of the Communion of 
proceeds thus: "Suppose the pri- the Church of England, as by Law 
mitive Christians all along, from the establish'd, 1689. The author of 
time of the very Apostles, had been this tract was Edmund BohulI, whom 
as regardless of their oaths by for- I shall have occasion to mention 
mer princes as he suggests, will he hereafter, 
therefore say that their practice is 
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To precedents drawn from later and more . corrupt 
times little respect was due. But, even in the history 
of later and more corrupt times, the non jurors could 
not easily :find any precedent that would serve their 
purpose. In our own country many Kings, who had not 
the hereditary right, had :filled the throne: but it had 
never been thought inconsistent with the duty of a 
Christian to be a true liegeman to such Kings. The 
usurpation of Henry the Fourth, the more odious 
usurpation of Richard the Third, had produced no 
schism in the Church. As soon as the usurper was 
:firm in his seat, Bishops had done homage to him for 
their domains: Convocations had presented addresses 
to him, and granted him supplies; nor had any casuist 
ever pronounced that such submission to a prince in 
possession was deadly sin .... 

With the practice of the whole Christian world the 
authoritative teaching of the Church of England ap
peared to be in strict harmony. The Homily on Wilful 
Rebellion, a discourse which inculcates, in unmeasured 
terms, the duty of obeying rulers, speaks of none but 
actual rulers. Nay, the people are distinctly told in that 
Homily that they are bound to obey, not only their legi
timate prince, but any usurper whom God shall in anger 
set over them for their sins. And surely it would be 
the height of absurdity to say that we must accept sub
missively such usurpers as God sends in anger, but must -
pertinaciously withhold our obedience from usurpers 
whom He sends in mercy. Grant that it was a crime to 

.. One of the most adulatory ad- England. For this representation 
dresses ever voted by a Convocation no warrant can be found in Chaucer's 
was to Richard the Third. It will Poem, or any where else. Dryden 
be found in Wilkins's Concilia. Dry_ wished to write something that would 
den, in his fine rifacimento of one of gall the clergy who had taken the 
the finest passages in the Prologue to oaths, and therefore attributed to a 
the Cante-rbury Tales, represents the Roman Catholic priest of the four-. 
Good Parson as choosing to resign his teenth century a superstition which 
benefice rather than acknowledge the originated among the Anglican priest. 
Duke of Lancaster to be Ring of of tIle sevE'nteenth century. 
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invite the Prince of Orange over, a crime to join him, a CHAP. 

crime to make him King; yet what was the whole his- XIV • 

. tory of the Jewish nation and of the Christian Church 1689. 
but a record of cases inwhich Providence had brought 
good out of evil ? And what theologian would assert 
that, in such cases, we ought, from abhorrence of the 
evil, to reject the good? 

On these grounds a large body of divines, still as
serting the doctrine that to resist the Sovereign must 
always be sinful, conceived that WUliam was now the 
Sovereign whom it would be sinful to resist. 

To these arguments the non jurors replied that Saint Arlr'ment8 

Paul must have meant by the powers that be the rightful ~~:t the 

powers that be; and that to put any other interpretation oaths. 

on his words would be to outrage common sense, to dis· 
honour religion, to give scandal to weak believers, to 
give an occasion of triumph to scoffers. The feelings 
of all mankind must be shocked by the proposition that, 
as soon as a King, however clear his title, however wise 
and good his administration, is expelled by trait.ors, all 
his servants are bound to abandon him, and to range 
themselves on the side of his enemies. In all ages and 
nations, fidelity to a good cause in adversity had been 
regarded as a virtue. In all ages and nations, the poli-
tician whose practice was always to be on the side'which 
was uppermost had been despised. This new Toryism 
was worse than Whiggism. To break through the ties 
of allegiance because the Sovereign was a tyrant was 
doubtless a very great sin: but it was a sin for which 
specious names and pretexts might be found, and into 
which a brave and generous man, not instructed in 
divine truth and guarded by divine grace, might easily 
fall. But 'to break through the ties of allegiance, 
merely because the Sovereign was unfortunate, was 
not only wicked, but dirty. Could any unbeliever 
offer a greater insult to the Scriptures than by assert-
ing that the Scriptures had enjoined on Christians 
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as a sacred duty what the light of nature had taught 
heathens to regard as the last excess of baseness? In 
the Scriptures was to be found the history of a Kingo! 
Israel, driven from his palace by an unnatural son, and 
compelled to fly beyond Jordan. David, like James, 
had the right: Absalom, like William, had the posses
sion. Would any student of the sacred writings dare 
to affirm that the conduct of Shimei on that occasion 
was proposed as a pattern to be imitated, and that Bar
zillai, who loyally adhered to his fugitive master, was 
resisting the ordinance of God, and receiving to himself 
damnation ? Would any true son of the Church of 
England seriously affirm that a man who was a stre
nuous royalist till after the battle of Naseby, who then 
went ovel"- to the Parliament, who, as soon as the Parlia
ment had been purged, became an obsequious servant 
of the Rump, and who, as soon as the Rump had been 
ejected, professed himself a faithful subject of the Pro
tector, was more deserving of the respect of Christian 
men than the stout old Cavalier who bore true fealty to 
Charles the First in prison and to Charles the Second 
in exile, and who was ready to put lands, liberty, life, 
in peril, rather than acknowledge, by word or act, the 
authority of any of the upstart governments which, 
during that evil time,' obtained possession of a power 
not legitimately theirs? And :what distinction was 
there between that case and the case which had now _ 
arisen? That Cromwell had actually enjoyed as much 
power as William, nay much more power than William, 
was quite certain. That the power of William, as well 
as the power of Cromwell, had an illegitimate origin, no 
divine who held the doctrine of nonresistance would 
dispute. How then was it possible for such a divine 
to deny that obedience had been due to Cromwell, and 
yet to affirm that it was due to William:? To suppose 
that there could be such inconsistency without dis
honesty would be not charity but weakness. Those 



who were determined to comply with the Act of Parlia
ment would do better to speak out, and to say, what 
every body knew, that they complied simply to save 
their benefices. The motive was no doubt strong. 
That a clergyman who was a husband and a father 
should look forward with dread to the first of August 
and the first of February was natural. But he would 
do well to remember that, however terrible might be 
the day of suspension and the day of deprivation, there 
would assuredly come two other days more terrible still, 
the day of death and the day of judgment.'" 

The swearing clergy, as they were call~d, were not 
a little perplexed by this reasoning. Nothing embar
rassed them more than the analogy which the nonjurors 
were never weary of pointing out between the usurpa
tion of CroD;lwell and the usurpation of William. For 
there was in that age no High Churchman who would 
not have thought himself reduced to an absurdity if he 
had been reduced to the necessity of -saying that the 
Church had commanded her sons to obey. Cromwell. 
And yet it was impossible to prove that William was 
more fully in possession of supreme power than Crom
well had been. The swearers therefore avoided coming 
to close quarters with the nonjurors on this point as 
carefully as the non jurors avoided coming to close 
quarters with the swearers on the question touching 
the practice of the primitive Church. 

The truth is that the theory of government which 
had long been taught by the clergy was so absurd that 
it could lead to nothing but absurdity. Whether the 
priest who adhered to that theory swore or refused 
to swear, he was alike unable to give a rational expla
nation of his conduct. If he swore, he could vindicate 
his swearing only by laying .down propositions against 

'" See the defence of the profession Chichester, made upon his deathhed 
which the Right Reverend Father concerning passive obedience and 
in God John Lake, Lord Bishop of the new oaths. 1690. 
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which every honest heart instinctively revolts, only by 
proclaiming that Christ had commanded the Church to 
desert the righteous cause as soon as that cause ceased 
to prosper, and to strengthen the hands of successful 
villany against afHicted virtue. And yet, strong as 
were the objections to this doctrine, the objections to 
the doctrine of the nonjuror were, if possible, stronger 
still. According to him,. a Christian nation ought 
always to be in a state of slavery or in a state of 
anarchy. Something is to be said for the man who 
sacrifices liberty to preserve order. Something is to 
be said for :the man who sacrifices order to preserve 
liberty. For liberty and order are two of the greatest 
blessings which a society can enjoy: and, when unfor
tunately they appear to be incompatible, much indul
gence is due to those who take either side. But the 
nonjuror sacrificed, not liberty to order, not order to 
liberty, but both liberty and order to a superstition as 
stupid and degrading as the Egyptian worship of cats 
and onions. While a particular person, differing from 
other persons by the mere accident of birth, was on 
the throne, though he might be a Nero, there was to be 
no insubordination. When any other person was on 
the throne, though he might be an Alfred, there was 
to be no obedience. It mattered not how frantic and 
wicked might be the' administration of 'the dynasty 
which had the hereditary title, or how wise and vir· _ 
tuous might be the administration of a government 
sprung from a revolution. Nor could any time of li· 
mitation be pleaded against the claim of the expelled 
family. The lapse of years, the lapse of ages, made no 
change. To the end of the world, Christians were to 
regulate their political conduct simply according to the 
genealogy of their ruler.. The year 1800, the year 
1900, might find princes who derived their title from 
the votes of the Convention reigning in peace an'd pro· 
sperit.y. No matter: they would still be usurpers; and, 
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if, in the' twentieth or twenty first century, any person 
who could make out a better right by blood to the crown 
should call on a late posterity to' acknowledge him as 
King, the call must be obeyed on peril of eternal per
dition. 

A Whig might well enjoy the !hought that the con
troversies which had arisen among his adversaries had 
established the soundness of his own political creed. 
The disputants who had long agreed in accusing him 
of an impious error had now effectually vindicated him, 
and refuted one another. The High Churchman who 
took the oaths had shown by irrefragable arguments 
from the Gospels and. the Epistles, from the uniform 
practice of the primitive Church, and from the explicit 
declarations of the Anglican Church, that Christian$ 
were not in all cases bound to pay obedience to the 
prince who had the hereditary title. The High Church
man who would not take the oaths had shoWn as 
satisfactorily that Christians were not in all cases 
bound to pay obedience to the prince who was actu
ally reigning. It followed that, to entitle a govern:~ 
ment to the allegiance of subjects, something was 
necessary different from mere legitimacy, and different 
also from mere possession. What that something was 
the Whigs had no difficulty in pronouncing. In their 
view, the end for which all governments had been 
instituted was the happiness of society. While the 
magistrate was, on the whole, notwithstanding some 
faults, a minister for. good, Reason taught mankind to 
obey him; and Religion, giving her solemn sanction to 
the teaching of Reason, commanded mankind to revere 
him as divinely comtnissioned.' But if he proved to be 
a minister for evil, on what grounds was he to be con
sidered as divinely commissioned? The Tories 'who 
swore had proved that he ought not to be so considered 
on account of the origin of his power: the Tories who 
would not swear had proved as clearly tha.t he ought 
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right hand, rose, and in a few graceful words returned 
his thanks and took his leave. The Speaker replied 
that the Commons could never forget the obligation 
under which they already lay to His Grace, that they 
saw him wit~ pleasure at the head of an English 
army, that they felt entire confidence in his zeal and 
ability, and that, at whatever distance he might be, he 
would always be in a peculiar manner an object of their 
care. The precedent set on this interesting occasion 
was followed with the utmost minuteness, a hundred 
and twenty five years later, on an occasion more interest
ing still. Exactly on the same spot on which, in July 
1689, Schomberg had acknowledged the liberality of the 
nation, a chair was set, in July 1814, for a still more 
illustrious warrior, who came to return thanks for a still 
more splendid mark of public gratitude. Few things 
illustrate more strikingly the peculiar character of the 
English government and people than the circumstance 
that the House of Commons, a popular assembly, should, 
even in a moment of joyous enthusiasm, have adhered 
to ancient forms with the punctilious accuracy of a 
College of Heralds; that the sitting and rising, the co
vering and the uncovering, should have been regulated 
by exactly the same etiquette in the nineteenth century 
as in the seventeenth; and that the same mace which 
had been held at the right hand of Schomberg should 
have been held in the same position at the right hand 
of Wellington.'-

On the twentieth of August the Parliament, hav
ing been constantly engaged in business during seven 
months, broke up, by the royal command, for a short 
recess. The same Gazette which announced that the 
Houses had ceased to sit announced that Schomberg 
had landed in Ireland. t 

• See the Commolls' Journals of t Journals of the Lords and 
July 16. 1689, and of July 1. Commons, Aug. 20. 1689; Lon-
1S14o. don Gazette, Aug. 22. 
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During the three weeks which preceded his landing, 
the dismay and confusion at Dublin Castle had been 
extreme. Disaster had followed disaster so fast that 
the mind of James, never very :firm, had been com
pletely prostrated. He had learned first that London
derry had been relieved; then that one ·of hig armies 
had been beaten by the Enniskilleners; then that an
other of his armies was retreating, or rather flying, 
from Ulster, reduced in numbers and broken in spirit; 
then that Sligo, the key of Connaught, had be_en aban
doned to the Englishry. He had found it impossible 
to subdue the colonists, even when they were left almost 
unaided. He might therefore well doubt whether it 
would be possible for him to contend against them when 
they were backed by an English army, under the com
mand of the greatest general living? The unhappy 
prince seemed, during some days, to be sunk in de
spondency. On Avaux the danger produced a very 
different effect. Now, he thought, was the time.to.turn, 
the war between the English and the Irish into a war 
of extirpation, and to make it impossible that. the two 
[lations could ever be united under one governrqent. 
With this view, he coolly submitted to the King a pro
position of almost .incredible atrocity. 'There must be 
t Saint Bartholomew. A pretext would easily be found. 
N' 0 doubt, when Schomberg was known to be in Ire~ 
and, there would be some excitement in those southern 
;owns of which the population was chiefly English. .AJJ.y 
listurbance, wherever it might take place, would. fur~ 
nsh an excuse for a general massacre of the I!rotestants 
)f Leinster, Munster, and Connaught.:l(: As the King 
lid not at first express any horror at this suggestion t, 

• "J'estois d'avis qu',-apres que 
I descente Beroit faite, si on appre
oit que des Protestans se fussent 
)ulevez en quelques endroits du 
>yaume. on fi t main basse sur tous 

generalement." _ Avaux, ~:.3:0. 
1689. 

t f( Le Roy d'Angleterre m'avoit 
ecoute sssez paisiblement la pre
miere fois que je luy avois propose 
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a fortnight, every thing presented a new and cheering 
aspect."" . 

The Irish required of the King, in return for their 
strenuous exertions in his cause, one concession which 
was by no. means agreeable to him. The Unpopular
ity of Melfort had become such, that his person was 
scarcely safe. He had no friend to speak a word in his 
favour. The French hated ~im. In every letter which 
arrived at Dublin from England or from Scotland, he 
was described as the evil genius of the House of Stu
art. It was necessary for his own sake to dismiss him. 
An honourable pretext was found. He was ordered 
to repair to Versailles,. to represent there the state of 
affairs in Ireland, and to implore the French govern
ment to send over without delay six or seven thousand 
veteran infantry. He laid down the seals; and they were, 
to. the great delight of the Irish, put into the hands of 
an Irishman, Sir Richard Nagle, who had made himself 
conspicuous as Attorney General and Speaker of the 
House of Commons. Melfort took his departure under 
cover of the night: for the rage of the populace against 
him was such that he could not without danger show 
himself· in the streets of Dublin by day. On the fol
lowing morning James left his capital in the opposite 
direction to encounter Schomberg. t 

Schomberg Schomberg had landed in Ulster. The force which 
lands in 
Ulster. be had brought with him did not exceed ten thousand 

• I will quote a passage or two 
from the despatches written at this 
time by Avaux. On September..(.,. 
he says: "De quelque coste qu'on 
Be tournat, on ne pouvoit rien 
prevoir que de desagrllable. Mais 
dans cette extremite cbacun s'est 
evertue. Lea officiers ont fait leurs 
recrues avec beaucoup de diligence." 
Three days later he says: "II Y a 
quinze jours que nous n'esperions 
suere de pouvoir mettre les choses 

en si .bon estat: mais my Lord 
Tyrconnel et tous les Irlandais out 
travaille avec tant d'empressement 
qu'oll s'est mis en estat de deft'ense." 

t Avaux, Aug.*. ~ ~'. Sep. 4. Sop. 5. , 
J.ife of James, ii. 878.; Melfort's 
vindication of himself among the 
Nairne Papers. Avaux says: "II 
pourra partir ce soir a la nuit: car 
je vois bien qu'il apprehende qU'il 
ne sera pas sur pour luy de partir 
en plein jour." 
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men. But he expected to be joined by' the arriied . CHAP. 

colonists and by the regiments which were under XIV. 

Kirke's command. The coffeehouse politicians of Lon- 1689. 
don fully expected that such a general with such an 
army would speedily reconquer the island. Unhap-
pily it soon appeared that the means which had been 
furnished to him were altogether inadequate to the 
work which he had to perform: of the greater part of 
these means he was speedily deprived by a succession 
of unforeseen calamities; and the whole campaign was 
merely a long struggle maintained by his prudence and 
resolution against the utmost spite of fortune. 

He marched first to Carrickfergus. That town was Carrick

held for James by two regiments of infantry. Schom- =~':~ 
berg battered the walls; and the lrish,after holding 
out a week, capitulated. He promised that they should 
depart unharmed; but he found it no easy matter to 
keep his word. The people of the town and neighbour-
hood were generally Protestants of Scottish extraction. 
They had suffered much during the short ascendency of 
the native race; and what they had suffered they were 
now eager to retaliate. They assembled in great mul
titudes, exclaiming that the capitulation was nothing to 
them, and that they would be revenged. They· soon 
proceeded from words to blows. The Irish, disarmed, 
stripped, and hustled, clung for protection to the 
English officers and soldiers. Schomberg with diffi~ 
culty prevented a massacre by spurring, pistol in hand, 
through the throng of the enraged colonists .... 

From Carrickfergus Schomberg proceeded to . Lis
burn, and thence, through toWIis left without an inha
bitant, and over plains on which not a cow, nor a 
sheep, nor a stack of corn was to be seen, to Loughbrick. 
land. Here he was joined by three regiments of Ennis-

• Story's Impartial History of 1689; Nihell's Journal, printed in 
the Wars of Ireland, 1698; Life of 1689, and reprinted by Macphcl' 
James, ii. 874.; A vaux, Sept. f.r. son. 

. E E 3 
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CHAP. killeners whose dress, horses, and arms looked strange 
XIV. to eyes ~ccustomed to the pomp of reviews, but who in 
1689. natural courage were inferior to no troops in the world, 

and who had, during months of constant watching and 
skirmishing, acquired many of the essential qualities of 
soldiers.* 

Schomberg Schomberg continued to advance towards Dublin 
i~t:at~~~_ through a desert. The few Irish troops which re
ster. mained in the south of Ulster retreated before him, 

destroying as they retreated. Newry, once a well built 
and thriving Protestant borough,' he found a heap of 
smoking ashes. Carlingford tbo had perished. The 
spot where the town had once stood was marked only 
by the massy remains of the old Norman castle. Those 
who ventured to wander from the camp reported that 
the country, as far as they could explore it, was a 
wilderness. There were cabins, but no inmates: there 
was rich pasture, but neither :flock nor herd: there were 
cornfields; but the harvest lay on the ground soaked 
with rain.t 

The Eng- While Schomberg was advancing throuoO'h a vast 
lish and 
Iris~ solitude, the Irish forces were rapidly assembling 
:~::~:: from every quarter. On the tenth of September the 
each other. royal standard of James was unfurled on the tower of 

Drogheda; and beneath it were soon collected twenty 
thousand fighting men, the infantry generally bad, the 
cavalry generally good, but both infantry and cavalry _ 
full of zeal for their country and their religion.t The 
troops were attended as usual by a great multitude of 
camp followers, armed with scythes, half pikes, and 
skeans. By this time Schomberg had reached Dun
dalk. The distance between the two armies was not 
more than a long day's march. It was therefore 

• Story's Impartial History. 
4' Ibid. 
t Avaux, Sep. t-g.. 1689; Story's 

Impartial History; Life of James, 
ii. 877, 378. Oligo Mem. Story 

and James agree in estimating the 
Irish army at about twenty thou
sand men. See also Dangeau,. Oct. 
28. 1689. 
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generally expected that the fate of ·the island would CHAP, 

speedily be decided by a pitched battle. XIV. 

In both camps, all who did not understand 'tar were 1689. 

eager to fight; and, in both camps, the few who had 
a high reputation for military science were against 
fighting. Neither Rosen nor Schomberg wished to put 
every thing on a cast. Each of them knew intimately 
the defects of his own army; and neither of them was 
fully aware of the defects of the other's army. Rosen 
was certain that the Irish infantry were worse equipped, 
worse officered, and worse drilled, than any infantry 
that he had ever seen from the- Gulf of Bothnia to the 
Atlantic; and he supposed that the English troops 
were well trained, and were, as they doubtless ought to 
have been, amply provided with every thing necessary 
to their efficiency. Numbers, he rightly judged, would 
avail little against a great superiority _ of apns and 
discipline. He therefore advised James to fall back, 
and even to abandon Dublin to the enemy, rather 
than hazard a battle the loss of which would be the 
loss of all. Athlone was the best place in the kingdom 
for a determined stand. The passage of the Shannon 
might be defended till the succours which Melfort had 
been charged to solicit came from France ; and those 
succours would change the whole character of the war. 
But the Irish, with Tyrconnel at their head, were 
unanimous against retreating. The blood of the whole 
nation was up. James was pleased with the enthu-
siasm of his subjects, and positively ,declared that he 
would not disgrace himself by leaving his capital to tp-e 
invaders without a blow .... 

In a few days it became clear that Schomberg" had Schomberg 

d t 'd fi h H' 'h declines a e ernune not to g t. IS reasons were welg ty. battIe. 

He had some good Dutch and French troops. The 
Enniskilleners who had joined him had served a milit!).ry 
apprenticeship, though not in a very regular manner. 

;, Life of James, ii. 377. 37S.0rig. Mem. 
I!l I!l 4 
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CHAP. But the bulk of his army consisted of English peasants 
XIV. who had just left their cottages. His musketeers had 
1689. still to Jearn how to load their pieces: his dragoons 

Frauds of had still to learn how to manage their horses; and these 
the English • • d . fi h ' 
Commissa- mexperIence recrmts were or t e most part com-
riat. manded by officers as inexperienced as themselves. His 

troops were therefore not generally superior in disci
pline to the. Irish, and were in number far inferior. 
Nay, he found that his men were almost as ill armed, 
as ,ill lodged, as ill clad, as the Celts to whom they were 
opposed. The wealth of the English nation and the 
liberal votes of the English parliament had entitled him 
to expect that he should be abundantly s~pplied with 
all the- munitions of war. But he was cruelly disap
pointed. The administration had, ever since the death 
of Oliver, been constantly becoming more and more 
imbecile,. more and more corrupt; and now the Revo
lution reaped what the Restoration had sown. A crowd \ 
'of negligent or ravenous functionaries, formed under 
Charles and James, plundered, starved, and poisoned the 
armies and fleets of William. Of these men the most 
important was Henry Shales, who, in the late reign, 
had been Commissary General to the camp at Houns
low. It is difficult to blame the new government for 
continuing to employ him: for, in his own department, 
his experience far surpassed that of any other English
man. Unfortunately, in the same school in which he 
had acquired his experience, he had learned the whole 
art of peculation. The beef and brandy which he fur
nished were so bad that the soldiers turned from them 
with loathing: the tents ~ere rotten: the clothing was 
scanty: the muskets broke in the handling. Great 
numbers of shoes were set down to the account of the 
government: but, two months after the Treasury had 
paid the bill, the shoes had not arrived in Ireland. The 
means of transporting baggage and artillery were almost 
entirely wanting. ·Au ample number of horses had 
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been purchased in England with the public money, and 
. had been sent to the banks of the Dee. .But Shales had. 
let them out for harvest work to the farmers of Cheshire, 
had. pocketed the hire, and had left the troops in Ulster 
to get on as they best might. «0 Schomberg thought 
that, if he should, with an ill trained and ill appointed 
army, risk a battle against a superior force, he might 
not improbably be defeated; and he knew that, a defeat 
might be followed by the loss of one kingdom, perhaps 
by the loss of· three kingdoms. He therefore made up 
his mind to stand on the defensive till his men had 
been disciplined, and till reinforcements and supplies 
should arrive. " 

He entrenched himself near Dundalk in such a manner 
that he could not be forced to fight against his will. 
James, emboldened by the caution of his adversary, and 
disregarding the advice of Rosen,"advanced to Ardee, 
appeared at the head of the whole Irish army before the 
English lines, drew up horse, foot and artillery, in 
order of battle, and displayed his banner. The English 
were impatient to fall on. But their general had made 
up his mind, and was not to be moved by the bravadoes 
of the enemy or by the murmurs of his own soldiers. 
During some weeks he remained secure within his 
defences, while the Irish lay a few miles off. He set 
himself assiduously to drill those new levies which 
formed the greater part of his army. He ordered the 
musketeers to be constantly exercised in firing, some
times at marks and sometimes by.platoons; ~nd, from 
the way in which they at first acquitted themselves, it 
plainly appeared that he had. judged wisely in not lead
ing them out to battle. It was found that not one in 
four of the English soldiers coul~ manage his piece 
at all; and whoever succeeded in discharging it, no 

• See Grey's Debates, Nov. 26, between a Lord Lieutenant and one 
27. 28. 161:19, and the Dialogue of his deputies, 1692. 
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CHAP. matter in ;hat direction, thought that he had performed 
XIV. t £ t a grea ea. 
1689. While the Duke was thus employed, the Irish eyed 

Conspirahcy his camp without darinS!' to attack it. But within that amongt e. '-' • 
Frenc~ camp soon appeared two evils more terrlble than the 
!~~Ot~@Sh foe, treason and pestilence. Among the best troops 
service. under his command were the French exiles. And now 

a grave doubt arose touching their fidelity. The real 
Huguenot refugee indeed might safely be trusted. The 
dislike with which the most zealous English Protestant 
regard~d the House of Bourbon and the Church of 
Rome was a lukewarm feeling when compared with 
that inextinguishable hatred which glowed in the bosom 
of the persecuted, dragooned, expatriated Calvinist of 
Languedoc. The Irish had already remarked that the 
French heretic neither gave nor took quarter.· Now, 
however, it was found that with those emigrants who 
had sacrificed every thing for the reformed religion 
were intermingled emigrants of a very different sort, 
deserters who had run away from their standards in 
the Low Countries, and had coloured their crime by 
pretending that they were Protestants, and that their 
conscience would not suffer them to fight for the perse
cutor of their Church. Some of these men, hoping that 
by a second treason they might obtain both pardon and 
reward, open~d a correspondence with A vaux. The 
letters were intercepted; and a formidable plot was_ 
brought to light. It appeared that, if Schomberg had 
been weak enough tQ yield to the importunity of those 
who wished him to give battle, several French -companies 
would, in the heat of the action, have fired on the 
English, and gone over to the enemy. Such a defection 
might well have pt:oduced a general panic in a better 

.. NiheU's Journal. A French que les Anglois, et tuent force 
officer, in a letter to Avaux, written Catholiques pour avoir fait rtlsis
soon after Schomberg's landing, says, tance." 
" Les Huguenots font plus de mal 
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army than that which was E:Dcamped under DundaJ]{.· CHAP. 

It was necessary to be severe. Six of the conspirators XIV. 

were hanged. Two hundred of their accomplices were ]689. 

sent in irons to England. Even after this winnowing, 
the refugees were long regarded by the rest of the army 
with unjust but not unnatural suspicion. During some 
days indeed there was great reason to . fear that the 
enemy would be entertained with a bloody fight between 
the English soldiers and their French allies.'-

A few hours before the execution of the chief con- Pestilence 

spirators, a general muster of the army was held; and :r.~h:r!;~· 
it was observed that the ranks of the English battalions: 
looked thin. From the first day of the campaign, there 
had been much sickness among the recruits: but it 
was not till the time of the equinox that the mortal-
ity became alarming. The autumnal rains of Ireland 
are usually heavy; and this year they were heavier" 
than usual. The whole country was deluged; and the 
Duke's camp became a marsh. The Enniskillen men 
were seasoned to the climate. The Dutch were accus~ 
tomed to live in a country which, as a wit of that age 
said, draws fifty feet of water. They kept their huts 
dry and clean; and they had experienced and careful 
officers who did not suffer· them to omit any,precau-
tion. But ,the peasants of Yorkshire and Derbyshire 
had neither constitutions prepared to resist the perni-
cious influence, nor skill to protect themselves against 
it. The bad provisions furnished by the Commissariat 
aggravated the maladies generated by the air. Reme-
dies were almost entirely wanting. The surgeons were 
few. The medicine chests contained little more than 
lint and plaisters for wounds. The English sickened 
and died by hundreds. Even those who were not 

• Story; Narrative transmitted was in the camp before Dundalk, 
by Avaux toSeignelay, ~::·.~·1689; there is in his MS. no mention of 
London Gazette, Oct. 14. 1689. the conspiracy among the French. 
It is curious that, though Dumont 
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smitten by the pestilence were urinerved and dejected, 
and, instead of putting forth the energy which is the 
heritage of our race, awaited their fate with the helpless 
apathy of Asiatics. It was in vain that Schomberg 
tried to teach them to improve their habitations, and to 
cover the wet earth on which they lay with a thick 
carpet of fern. Exertion had become more dreadful to 
them than death. Itwas not to be expected that men 
who would not help themselves should help each other. 
Nobody asked and nobody showed compassion. Famili
arity with ghastly spectacles produced a hardheartedness 
and a desperate impiety, of which an example will not 
easily be found even in the history of infectious diseases. 
The moans of the sick were drowned by the blasphemy 
and ribaldry of their comrades. Sometimes, seated on 
the body of a wretch who had died in the morning, 
might be seen a wretch destined to die before night, 
cursing, singing loose songs, and swallowing usque
baugh to the health of the devil. When the corpses 
were taken away to be buried the survivors grumbled. 
A dead man, they said, was a good screen and a good 
stool. Why, when there was so abundant a supply of 
such useful articles of furniture, were people to be ex
posed to the cold air and forced to crouch on the moist 
ground ?* 

Many of the . sick were sent by the English vessels 
which layoff the coast to Belfast, where a great hospital 
had been prepared: But scarce half of them lived to 
the end of the voyage. More than one ship lay long in 
the bay of Carrickfergus heaped with carcasses, and 
exhaling the stench of death, without a living man on 
board·t 

• Story's Impartial History; Du
mont MS. The profaneness and 
dissoluteness of the camp during the 
sickness are mentioned in many con
temporary pamphlets both in verse 

and prose; See particularly a Satire 
entitled Reformation of Manners, 
part ii. 

t Story's Impartial History. 
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The Irish army suffered much less. The kerne of 
Munster or Connaught was quite as' well off in the 
camp as if he had been in his own mud cabin inha
ling the vapours of his own quagmire. He naturally 
exulted in the distress of the Saxon heretics, and flat
tered himself that they would be destroyed without a 
blow. He heard with delight the guns pealing all day 
over the graves of the English officers, till at length the 
funerals became too numerous to be celebrated with 
military pomp, and the mo~ul sounds were succeeded 
by a silence more mournful still. 

The superiority of force.was now so decidedly on the 
side of James that he could safely venture to detach 
five regiments from his army, and to send them into 
Connaught. Sarsfield commanded them. He did not, 
indeed, stand so high as he deserved in the royal esti
mation. The King, with an air of intellectual superi
ority which must have made A vaux and Rosen bite 
their lips, pronounced him a brave fellow, but very 
scantily supplied with brains. It was not without great 
difficulty that the Ambassador prevailed on His Majesty 
to raise the best officer in the Irish army to the rank of 
Brigadier. Sarsfield .now fully vindicated the favour
able opinion which his French patrons had formed of 
him. He dislodged the English from Sligo; and he 
effectually secured Galway, which had been in consi~ 
derable danger." 

No attack, however, was made on the English en-· 
trenchments before Dundalk. In the Inidst of diffi
culties and disasters hourly multiplying, the great 
qualities of Schomberg appeared hourly more and more 
conspicuous. Not in the full tide of suc~ess, not on. 
the field of Montes Claros, not under the walls of 
Maestricht, had he so well deserved the admiration of 
mankind. His resolution never gave way. Ilis pru.-. 

• Avaux, Oct. H. Nov. «- 1689; James, ii. 382, 383. Orig. Mem. i 
Story's Impartial History ; Life of Nihell's ,rournal. 
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CHAP, dence never slept. His temper, in spite of manifold 
XIV, vexations and provocations, was always cheerful and 
1689. serene. The effective men under his command, even if 

all were reckoned as effective who were not stretched on 
,the earth by fever, did not now exceed five thousand. 
These were hardly equal to their ordinary duty; and 
yet it was necessary to harass them with double duty. 
Nevertheless so masterly 'were the old man's dispo
sitions that with this small force he faced during several 
,weeks twenty thousand troops who were accompanied 

The Eng- by a multitude of armed banditti. At length early in 
~:~hand ,November the Irish dispersed, and went to winter 
!,-rmies,go quarters. The Duke then broke up his camp and re-
mto wmter • d" Ul J h . f hi quarters. tIre mto ster. ust as t e remams 0 s army 

were about to move, arumour spread that the enemy 
was approaching in great force. Had this rumour been 
true, the danger would have been extreme. But the 
English regiments, though they had been reduced to a 
third part of their complement, and though the men 
who were in best health were hardly able to shoulder 
arms, showed a strange joy and alacrity at the pros
pect of battle, and swore that the Papists should pay 
for all the misery of the last month. "We English," 
Schomberg said, identifying himself goodhumourecUy 
with the people of the country which had adopted him, 
"we English have stomach enough for fighting. It is 
a pity that we are not as fond of some other parts of a_ 
soldier's business." 

The alarm proved false: the Duke's army departed 
unmolested: but the highway along which he retired 
presented a piteous and hideous spectacle. A long train 
of waggons laden with the sick jolted over the rugged 
1?avement. At every jolt some wretched man gave up 
the ghost. The corpse was flung out and left unburied 
to the foxes and crows. The whole number of ' those 
who died, in the camp at Dundalk, in the hospital at 
Belfast, on the road, and on the sea, amounted to above 
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six thousand. The survivors were quartered for the CH AP. 
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winter in the towns and villages of Ulster. The genera 
fixed his head quarters at Lisburn."' 1689. 

His conduct was variously judged. Wise and candid V~ri?us 
men said that he had surpassed himself, and that there ~b~,::~ns 
was no other captain in Europe who, with raw troops, bSch~m-• ergs con .. 
with ignorant officers, with scanty stores, havmg to duct. 

contend at once against a hostile army of greatly supeM 

rior force, against a villanous commissariat, against a 
nest of traitors in his own camp, and against a disease 
more murderous than the sword, would have brought 
the campaign to a close without the loss of a flag or a 
gun. . On the other hand, many of those newly com
missioned majors and captains, whose helplessness had 
increased all his perplexities, and who had not one qua
lification for their posts except personal courage, grum
bled at the skill and patience which had saved them 
from destruction. Their complaints were echoed on the 
other side of Saint George's Channel. Some of the mur
muring, though unjust, was excusable. The parents, who 
had sent a gallant lad, in his first .uniform, to. fight his 
way to glory, might be pardoned if, when they learned 
that he had died on a wisp of straw without medical at
tendance, and had been buried in a swamp without any 
Christian or military ceremony, their affliction made 
them hasty and unreasonable. But with the cry of 
bereaved families was mingled another cry much less 
respectable. All the hearers and tellers of news abused 
the general who furnished them with so little news to 
hear and to tell. For men of that sort are so greedy 

• Story's Impartial History; constantly sald to be In good condi
Srhomberg's Despatches; Nihell's tion. In the absurd drama entitled 
Journal, and James's Life; Burnet, tbe Royal Voyage, which was aoted 
ii. 20.; Dangeau's journal during for the amusement of the rabble of 
this autumn; the Narrative sent by London in 1689, the Irish are reo 
Avaux to Seignelay, and the DUM presented as attacking some of the 
mont MS. The lying of the Lon- sick English. The English put the 
don Gazette is monstrous. Through assailants to the rout, and then drop 
the whole autumn the troops art down dead. 
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after excitement that they far more readily forgive a 
commander who loses a battle than a commander who 
declines one. The politicians, who delivered their ora
cles from the thickest cloud of tobacco smoke at Garro
way's, confidently asked, without knowing any thing, 
either of war in general, or· of Irish war in particular, 
why Schomberg did not fight. They could not venture 
to say that he did not understand his calling. No doubt 
he had been an excellent officer: but he was very old. 
He seemed· to bear his years well: but his faculties were 
not what they had been: his memory was failing; and 
it was well known that he sometimes forgot in the af
ternoon what he had done in the morning. It may 
be doubted whether there ever existed a human being 
whose mind was quite· as firmly toned at eighty as at 
forty. But that Schomberg's intellectual powers had 
been little impaired by years is sufficiently proved by 
his despatches, which are still extant, and which are 
models of official writing, terse, perspicuous, full of im
portant facts and weighty reasons, compressed into the 
smallest possible number of words. In those despatches 
he sometimes alluded, not angrily, but with calm dis
dain, to the censures thrown upon his conduct by shallow 
babblers, who, never having seen any military operation 
more important than the relieving of the guard at 
Whitehall, imagined that the easiest thing in the world 
was to gain great victories in any situation and against _ 
any odds, and by sturdy patriots who were convinced 
that one English carter or thresher, who had not yet 
learned how to load a gun or port a pike, was a match 
for any five musketeers of King Lewis's household.*'· 

Unsatisfactory as had been the results of the cam
paign in Ireland, the results of the maritime operations 
of the year were more unsatisfactory still. It had been 
confidently expected that, on the sea, England, ·allied 
with Holland, would have been far more than a match 

.- See his despatches in the appendix to Dalrymple'S Memoirs. 
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for the power of Lewis: but every thing went wrong. CHAP" 

Herbert had, after the unimportant skirmish of Bantry XIV. 

Bay, returned with his squadron to Portsmouth. There 1689. 

he found that he had not lost the good opinion either 
of the public or of the government. The House of 
Commons thanked him for his services; and he received 
signal marks of the favour of the Crown. He had not 
been at the coronation, and had therefore "missed his 
share of the rewards which, at the time of that solem~ 
nity, had been distributed among the chief agents in 
the Revolution. The omission was now repaired; and 
he was created Earl of Torrington. The King went 
down to Portsmouth, dined on board of the Admiral's 
flag ship, expressed the fullest confidence in the valour 
and loyalty of the navy, knighted two gallant captains, 
Cloudesley Shovel and John Ashby, and ordered a 
donative to be divided among the seamen .... 

We cannot justly blame· William for having a high ~alad~i-
.. fT' t FT' gt II DlstratlOD opmlOn 0 orrmg on. or orrm on was genera Y of Torring. 

regarded as one of the bravest and most skilful officers ton. 

in the navy. He had been promoted to the rank of 
Rear Admiral of England by James, who, if he under-
stood any thing, understood maritime affairs. That 
place and other lucrative places Torrington had re
linquished when he found that he . could retain them 
only by submitting to be a tool of the Jesuitical caba1. 
No man had taken a more active, a more hazardous, or 
a more useful part in effecting the Revolution. It 
seemed, therefore, that no man had fairer pretensions 
to be put at the head of the naval administration. 
Yet no man could be more unfit for such a post. His 
morals had always been loose, so loose indeed that the 
firmness with which in the late reign he had adhered 
to his religion had excited much surprise. His glorious 
disgrace indeed seemed to have produced a salutary effect 
on his character. In poverty and exile he rose from a 

• London Gazette, May ~O. 1689. 
VOL. III. F F 
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voluptuary into a hero. But, as soon as prosperity re
turned, the hero sank again into a voluptuary; and the 
lapse was deep and hopeless. The nerves of his mind, 
which had been during a short time braced to a :firm 
tone, were now so much relaxed by vice that he was 
utterly incapable of self denial or of strenuous exertion. 
The vulgar courage of a foremast man he still retained. 
But both 'as Admiral and as First Lord of the Ad
miralty he was utterly inefficient. Month after month 
the fleet which should have been the terror of the seas 
lay in harbour while he was diverting himself in Lon
don. The sailors, punning upon his new title, gave him 
the name of Lord Tarry-in-town. When he came on 
shipboard he was accompanied by a bevy of courtesans. 
There was scarcely an hour of the day or of the night 
when he was not under the influence of claret. Being 
insatiable of pleasure, he necessarily became insatiable of 
wealth. Yet he loved flattery almost as much as either 
wealth or pleasure. He had long been in the habit of 
exactirig the most abject homage from those who were 
under his command. His flag ship was a little Ver
sailles. He expected his captains to attend him to his 
cabin when he went to bed, and to assemble every 
morning at his levee. He even suffered them to dress 
him. One of them combed his flowing wig; another 
stood ready with the embroidered coat. Under such 
a chief there could be no discipline. His tars passed 
their time in rioting among the rabble of Portsmouth. -
Those officers who won his favour by servility and 
adulation easily obtained leave of absence, and spent 
weeks in London, revelling in taverns, scouring the 
streets, or making love to the masked ladies in the pit 
of the theatre. The victuallers soon found out with 
whom they had to deal, and sent down to the fleet 
casks of meat which dogs would not touch, and barrels 
of beer which smelt worse than bilge water. Mean
while the British Channel seemed to be abandoned 
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to French rovers. Our merchantmen were boarded in ·CHAP. 
XIV. sight of the ramparts of Plymouth. The sugar fleet 

from the West Indies lost seven ships. The whole 1689. 

value of the prizes taken by the cruisers of the enemy 
in the immediate neighbourhood of our island, while 
Torrington was engaged with his bottle and his haram, 
was estimated at six hundred thousand pounds. So diffi-
cult was it to obtain the convoy of a man of war, except 
by giving immense bribes, that our trad~rs were forced 
to hire the services of Dutch privateers, and found these 
foreign mercenaries much more useful and much less 
greedy than the officers of our own royal navy .... 

The only department with which no fault could be Contin!n

found was the dep~rtment of Foreign Affairs. There tal affms. 

William was his own minister; and, where he was his 
own minister, there were no delays, no blunders, no 
jobs, no treasons. The difficulties with which he had 
to contend were indeed great. Even at the Hague he 
had to encounter an opposition which all his wisdom 
and firmness could, with the strenuous support of 
Heinsius, scarcely overcome. The English were not 
aware that, while they were murmuring at their Sove-
reign's partiality for the land of his birth, It strong 
party in Holland was murmuring at his partiality for 
the land of his adoption. The Dutch ambassadors at 
Westminster complained that the terms of alliance 
which he proposed were derogatory to the dignity and 
prejudicial to the interests of the republic; that wher-
ever the honour of the English flag was concerned, 
he was punctilious and obstinate; that heperempto-
rily insisted on an article which interdicted all trade· 
with France, and which could not but be grievously 
felt on the Exchange of Amsterdam; that, when they 

• Commons' Journals, Nov. ]8. of the Bearbaiting, Reformation of 
28. 1689; Gl'!!y's Debates, Nov. Manners, a Satire, the Mock Mourn-
13, 14.18.28. 1689. See, among ers, a Satire. See also Pepys's Di
numerous pasquinades, the Parable ary kept at Tangier, Oct. 15. 1683. 

. FF2 
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expressed a hope that the Navigation Act would be 
repealed, he burst out a laughing, and told them that 
the thing was not to . be thought of. He carried all 
his points; and a solemn contract was made by which 
England and the Batavian federation bound themselves 
to stand firmly by each other against France, and not 
to make peace except by mutual consent. But one of 
the Dutch plenipotentiaries declared that he was afraid 
of being one day held up to obloquy as a traitor for con
ceding so much; and the signature of another plainly 
appeared to have been traced by a hand shaking with 
emotion.· 

Meanwhile under William's skilful management a 
treaty of alliance had been concluded between the States 
General and the Emperor. To that treaty Spain and 
England gave in their adhesion; and thus the four 
great powers which had long been bound together by 
a friendly understanding were bound together by a 
formal contract; t 

But before that formal contract had been signed 
and sealed, all the contracting parties were in arms. 
Early in the year 1689 war was raging all over the 
Continent from the Hremus to the Pyrenees. France, 
attacked at once on every side, made on- every side 
a vigorous defence; and her Turkish allies kept a 
great German force fully employed in· Servia and 
Bulgaria. On the whole, the results of the military _ 
operations of the summer were not unfavourable to 
the confederates. Beyond the Danube, the Christians, 
under Prince Lewis of Baden, gained a succession of 
victories over the Mussulmans. In the passes of 
Roussillon, the French troops contended without any 

• The best account of these ne
gotiations will be found in Wage
naar,lxi. He had arcess to Witsen's 
papers, and has quoted largely from 
them. It waa Witsen who signed 
in violent agitation, "zo als," he 
says,. "myne heevende hand getuigen 

kan." The treaties will be found 
in Dumont's Corps Diplomatique. 
They were signed in August 1689. 

t The treaty between the Empe
ror and the States General is dated 
May Hl. 1689. It will be found 
in Dumont's Corps Diplomatique. 
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decisive advantage against the martial peasantry of CHAP. 

Catalonia. One German army, led by the Elector XIV. 

of Bavaria, occupied the Archbishopric of Cologne. 1689. 
Another was commanded by Charles, Duke of Lor-
raine, a sovereign who, driven from his own domi-
nions by the arms of France, had turned soldier of 
fortune, and had, as -such, obtained both distinction 
and revenge. He marched against the devastators of 
the Palatinate, forced them to retire behind the Rhine, 
and, after a long siege, took the important and strongly 
fortified city of Mentz. 

Between the Sambre and the Meuse the French, com
manded by Marshal Humieres, were opposed to the 
Dutch, commanded by the Prince of Waldeck, an officer 
who had long served the States General with fidelity 
and ability, though not always with good fortune, and 
who stood high in the estimation of William. Under 
Waldeck's orders was Marlborough, to whom William 
had confided an English brigade consisting of the best 
regiments of the old army of James. Second to Marl- . 
borough in command, and second also in professional 
skill, was Thomas Talmash, a brave soldier, destined to 
a fate never to be mentioned without shame and indigna-
tion. Between the army of Waldeck and the army of 
Humieres no general action took place: but in a suc-
cession of combats the advantage was on the side of the 
confederates. Of these combats the most important Ski~ish 
took place at Walcourt on the fifth bf August. The :!~l
French attacked an outpost defended by the English 
brigade, were vigorously repulsed, and· were forced to 
retreat in confusion, abandoning a few field pieces to 
the conquerors and leaving more than siX hundred 
corpses on the ground. Marlborough, on this as on every 
similar occasion, acquitted himself like a valiant and 
skilful captain. The Coldstream Guards commanded by 
Talmash, and the regiment which is now called the 
sixteenth of the line, commanded by Colonel Robert 

I'i' 3 
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Hodges, distinguished themselves highly. The Royal 
regiment too, which had a few months before set up the 
standard of rebellion at Ipswich, proved on this day that 
William, in freely pardoning that great fault, had acted 
not less wisely than generously. The testimony which 
Waldeck in his despatch bore to the gallant conduct of 
the islanders was read with delight by their countrymen. 
The fight indeed was no more than a skirmish: but it 
was a sharp and bloody skirmish. There had within 
living memory been no equally serious encounter be
tween the English and French; and our ancestors were 
naturally elated by finding that many years of inaction 
and vassalage did not appear to have enervated the cou
rage of the nation .... 

The J acobites however discov~red in the events of 
the campaign abundant matter for invective. Marl
borough was, not without reason, the object of their 
bitterest hatred. In his behaviour on a field of battle 
malice itself could find little to censure: but there 
were other parts of his conduct which presented a 
fair mark for obloquy. Avarice is rarely the vice of 
a young man: it is rarely the vice of a great man: 
but Marlborough was one of the few who have, in the 
bloom of youth, loved lucre more than wine or women, 
and who have, at the height of greatness, loved lucre 
more than power or fame. All the precious gifts 
which nature had lavished on him he valued chiefly 
for what they would fetch. At twenty he made money 
of his beauty and his vigour. At sixty he made money 
of his genius and his glory. The applauses which were 
justly due to his conduct at Walcourt could not alto
gether drown the voices of those who muttered that, 
wherever a broad piece was to be saved or got, this 
hero was a mere Euclio, a mere Harpagon ; that, though 

• See the despatch of Waldeck First Uegirnent of Foot; Dangeau, 
in the London Gazette, Aug. 26. Aug. 28.; Monthly Mercury, Sep-
1689; Historical Records of the tern ber 1689. 
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he drew a large allowance under pretence of keeping a CIlAP. 

public table, he never asked an officer to dinner; that XIV. 

his muster rolls were fraudulently made up; that he 1689. 

pocketed pay in the names of men who had long been 
dead, of men who had been killed in his own sight four 
years before at Sedgemoor; that there were twenty 
such names in one troop; that there were thirty six in 
another. Nothing but the union of dauntless courage 
and commanding powers of mind with a bland temper 
and winning manners could have enabled him to gain 
and keep, in spite of faults eminently unsoldierlike, the 
good will of his soldiers.· 

About the time at which the contending armies in Pope Inno-

f E '.' cent XL every part 0 urope were gomg mto wmter quar- succeeded 

ters, a new Pontiff ascended the chair of Saint Peter. by/lYIiL 
Innocent the Eleventh was no more. His fate had an er 

been strange indeed. His conscientious and fervent 
attachment to the Church of which he was the head 
had induced him, at one of the most critical conjJ.nc-
tures in her history, to ally himself with her mortal 
enemies. The news of his decease was received with 
concern and alarm by Protestant princes and common-
wealths, and with joy and hope at Versailles and Dublin. 
An extraordinary ambassador of high rank was in-
stantly despatched by Lewis to Rome. The French 
garrison which had been placed in Avignon was with-
drawn. When the votes of the Conclave had been 
united in favour of Peter Ottobuoni, an ancient Cardinal 
who assumed the appellation of Alexander the Eighth, 
the representative of France assisted at the installation, 
bore up the cope of the new Pontiff, and put into the 
hands of His Holiness a letter in which the most Chris-
tian King declared that he renounced the odious privi-

• See the Dear Bargain, a Jaco- (Marlborough) to mention any .other. 
bite pamphlet clandestinely printed All are innocent eomparatively, even 
in 1690. "I have not patience," Kirke himself." 

_ says the writer, "after this wretch 
F F 4 
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lege of protecting robbers and assassins. Alexander 
pressed the letter to his lips, embraced the bearer, and 
talked with rapture of the near prospect of reconcilia
tion. Lewis began to entertain a hope that the influ
ence of the Vatican. might be exerted to dissolve the 
alliance between the House of Austria and the heretical 
usurper of the English throne. James was even more 
sanguine. He was foolish enough to expect that the 
new Pope would give him money, and ordered Melfort, 
who had now acquitted himself of his mission at Ver
sailles' to hasten to Rome, and beg His Holiness to con
tribute something towards the good work of upholding 
pure religion in the British islands. But it soon ap
peared that Alexander, though he might hold language 
different from that of his predecessor, was determined 
to follow in essentials his predecessor's policy. The 
original cause of the quarrel between the Holy See and 
Lewis was not removed. The King continued to ap
point prelates: the Pope continued to refuse them in
stitution; and the consequence was that a fourth part . 
of the dioceses of France had bishops who were inca
pable of performing any episcopal function." 

The Anglican Church was, at this time, not less dis
tracted than the Gallican Church. The first of August 
had been fixed by Act of Parliament as the day be
fore the close of which all beneficed clergymen and 
all persons holding academical offices must, on pain 
of suspension, swear allegiance to William and Mary. 
During the earlier part of the summer, the J acobites 
hoped that the number of nonjurors would be so con
siderable as seriously to alarm and embarrass the 
Government. But this hope was disappointed. Few 
indeed of the clergy were Whigs. Few were Tories of 

• See tbe Mercuries for Septem- fort's Instructions, and his memo
ber 1689. aud tbe four follow- rials to the Pope and the Cardinal of 
iug months. See also 'Velwood's Este. are among tbe Nairne Papers; 
l\Iercurius Reformatus of Sept. ] 8. and some extracts have been printed 
Sept. 25. alld Oct. 8. 168!J. Mel- by l\lacpher~on. 
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that moderate school which acknowledged, reluctantly CHAP. 

and with reserve, that extreme abuses might sometimes XIV. 

justify a nation in resorting to extreme ren:tedies. The 1689. 
great majority of the profession still held the doctrine 
of passive obedience: but that majority was now di-
vided into two sections. A question, which, before the 
Revolution, had been mere matter of speculation, and 
had therefore, though sometimes incidentally raised, 
been, by most persons, very superficially considered, had 
now become practically most important. The doctrine 
of passive obedience being taken for granted, to whom 
was that obedience due? While the hereditary right 
and the possession were conjoined, there was no room 
for doubt: but the hereditary right and the possession 
were now separated. One prince, raised by the Revo-
lution, was reigning at Westminster, passing laws, ap
pointing magistrates and prelates, sending forth armies 
and fleets. His Judges decided causes. His Sheriff's 
arrested debtors and executed criminals. Justice, or-
der, property, would cease to exist, and society would 
be resolved into chaos, but for his Great Seal. Another 
prince, deposed by the Revolution, was living abroad. 
He could exercise none of the powers and perform 
none of the duties of a ruler, and could, as it seemed, 
be restored only by means as violent as those by which 
he had been displaced. To which of these two princes 
did Christian men owe' allegiance? 

To a large part of the clergy it appeared that the Argnm.entl 

plain letter of Scripture required them to submit to :~~ !::~ 
the Sovereign who was in possession, without trou-
bling themselves about his title. The powers which 
the Apostle, in the text most familiar to the Anglican 
divines of that age, pronounces to be ordained of God, 
are not the powers that can be traced back to a legiti-
mate origin, but the powers that be. When Jesus was 
asked whether the chosen people might lawfully give 
tribute to Cresar, he replied by asking the questioners, 
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not whether Cresar could make out a pedigree derived 
from the old royal house of Judah, but whether the 
coin which they scrupled to· pay into Cresar's treasury 
came from Cresar's mint, in other words, whether Cre
sar actually possessed the authority and performed the 
functions of a ruler. 

It is generally held, with much appearance of rea
son, that the most trustworthy comment on the text of 
the Gospels and Epistles is to be found in the practice 
of the primitive Christians; when that practice can be 
satisfactorily ascertained; and it so happened that the 
times during which the Church is universally acknow
ledged to have been in the highest state of purity were 
times of frequent and violent political change. One at 
least of the Apostles appears to have lived to see four 
Emperors pulled down in little more than a year. Of 
the martyrs of the third century a great proportion 
must have been able to remember ten or twelve revo
lutions. Those martyrs must have had occasion often 
to consider what was their duty towards a prince just 
raised to power. by a successful insurrection. That 
they were, one and all, deterred by the fear of punish
ment from doing what they thought right, is an im
putation which no candid infidel would throw on them. 
Yet, if there be any proposition which can with perfect 
confidence be affirmed touching the early Christians, 
it is this, that they never once refused obedience to
any actual ruler on account of the illegitimacy of his 
title. At one time, indeed, the supreme power was 
claimed by twenty or thirty competitors. Every pro
vince from Britain to Egypt had its own Augustus. 
All these pretenders could not be rightful Emperors. 
Yet it does not appear that, in any place, the faithful 
had any scruple about submitting to the person who, in 
that place, exercised the imperial functions. . While the 
Christian of Rome obeyed Aurelian, the Christian of 
Lyons obeyed Tetricus, and the Christian of Palmyra 
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obeyed Zenobia. "Day and night," -such were the words 
which the great Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, addressed 
to the representative of Valerian and Gallienus, -" day 
and night do we Christians pray to the one true God for 
the safety of our Emperors." Yet those Emperors had a 
few months before pulled down their predecessor.LEmi
lianus, who had pulled down his predecessor Gallus, 
who had climbed to power on the ruins of the house of 
his predece~sor Decius, who had slain his predecessor' 
Philip, who had slain his predecessor Gordian. ' Was it 
possible to believe that a saint, who had, in the short 
space of thirteen or fourteen years, borne true allegiance 
to this series of rebels and regicides, "Y0uld have made a 
schism in the Christian body rather than acknowledge 
King William and Queen Mary? A hundred times 
those Anglican divines who had taken the oaths chal
lenged their more scrupulous brethren' to cite a single 
instance in which the primitive Church had refused 
obedience to a sllccessful usurper; and a hundred times' 
the challenge was evaded. The non jurors had little to 
say on this head, except that precedents were of no 
force when opposed to principles, a proposition which 
came with but a bad grace from a school which had 
always professed an almost superstitious reverence for 
the authurity of the Fathers.-

• See the Answer of a Nonjuror to be a rule? III tbings have been 
to the Bishop of Sarum's challenge done, and very generally abetted, by 
in the Appendix to the Life of Ket- men of otherwise very orthodox 
tlewell. Among the Tanner 1\1SS. principles." The argument from 
in the Bodleian Library is a paper the practice of tbe primitive Chris
which, as Bancroft thought it worth tians is remarkably well put in a 
preserving, I venture to quote. The tract entitled The Doctrine of Non
writer, a strong nonjuror, after try- resistance or Passive Obedience No 
!Ilg to evade, by many pitiable ''Vay concerned in the Controversies 
shifts, the argument drawn by a now depending between the Wil
more compliant divine from the liamites and the Jacobites, by a Lay 
practice of the primitive Church, Gentleman, of the Communion of 
proceeds tbus: "Suppose the pri- the Church of Engb.nd, as by Law 
mitive Christians all along, from the establish'd, 1689. The author of 
time of the very Apostles, had been this tract was Edmund Bohlin, whom 
as regardless of their oaths by for- I shall have occasion to mention 
mer princes as he suggests, will he hereafter. 
therefore say tbat their practice is 
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To precedents drawn from later and more corrupt 
times little respect was due. But, even in the history 
of later and more corrupt times, the nonjurors could 
not easily find any precedent that would serve their 
purpose. In our own country many Kings, who had not 
the hereditary right, had filled the throne: but it had 
never been thought inconsistent with the duty of a 
Christian to be a true liegeman to such Kings. The 
usurpation of Henry the Fourth, the more odious 
usurpation of Richard the Third, had produced no 
schism in the Church. As soon as the usurper was 
firm in his seat, Bishops had done homage to him for 
their domains: Convocations had presented addresses 
to him, and granted him supplies; nor had any casuist 
ever pronounced that such submission to a prince in 
possession was deadly sin.· 

With the practice of the whole Christian world the 
authoritative teaching of the Church of England ap
peared to be in strict harmony. The Homily on Wilful 
Rebellion, a discourse which inculcates, in unmeasured 
terms, the duty of obeying rulers, speaks of none but 
actual rulers. Nay, the people are distinctly told in that 
Homily that they are bound to obey, not only their legi
timate prince, but any usurper whom God shall in anger 
set over them for their sins. And surely it would be 
the height of absurdity to say that we must accept sub
missively such usurpers as God sends in anger, but must -
pertinaciously withhold our obedience from usurpers 
whom He sends in mercy. Grant that it was a crime to 

"" One of the most adulatory ad- England. For this representation 
dresses ever voted by a Convocation no warrant can be found in Chaucer's 
was to Richard the Third. It will Poem, or any where else. Dryden 
be fonnd in Wilkins's Concilia. Dry_ wished to write something that would 
den, in his fine rifacimento of one of gall the clergy who bad taken the 
tbe finest passages in tbe Prologue to oatbs, and therefore attributed to a 
the Cant~rbury Tales, represents the Roman Catholic priest of the four-. 
Good Parson as choosing to resign his teenth century a superstition which 
benefice rather than acknowledge the originated among the Anglican priest. 
Duke of Lancaster to be I{ing of of the seveDtet!Dth century. 
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invite the Prince of Orange over, a crime to join him, a CHAP. 

crime to make him King; yet what was the whole his-. XIV . 

. tory of the Jewish nation and of the Christian Church 1689. 
but a record of cases in which Providence had brought 
good out of evil ? And what theologian would asser~ 
that, in such cases, we ought, from abhorrence of the 
evil, to reject the good? 

On these grounds a large body of divines, still as
serting the doctrine that to resist the Sovereign must 
always be sinful, conceived that Wijliam was now the 
Sovereign whom it would be sinful to resist. 

To these arguments the non jurors replied that Saint Ar~ments 
Paul must have meant by the powers that be the rightful ci\i:;\he 
powers that be; and that to put any other interpretation oaths. 

on his words would be to outrage common sense, to dis-
honour religion, to give scandal to weak believers, to 
give an occasion of triumph to scoffers. The feelings 
of all mankind must be shocked by the proposition that, 
as soon as a King, however clear his title, however wise 
and good his administration, is expelled by traitors, all 
his servants are bound to abandon him, and to range 
themselves on the side of his enemies. In all ages and 
nations, fidelity to a good cause in adversity had been 
regarded as a virtue. In all ages and nations, the poli-
tician whose practice was always to be on the side'which 
was uppermost had been despised. This new Toryism 
was worse than Whiggism. To break through the ties 
of allegiance because the Sovereign was a tyrant was 
doubtless a very great sin: but it was a sin for which 
specious names and pretexts might be found, and into 
which a brave and generous man, not instructed in 
divine truth and guarded by divine grace, might easily 
fall. But to break through the ties of allegiance, 
merely because the Sovereign was unfortunate, was 
not only wicked, but dirty. Could any unbeliever 
offer a greater insult to the Scriptures than by assert-
ing that the Scriptures had enjoined on Christians 
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as a sacred duty what the light of nature had taught 
heathens to regard as the last excess of baseness? In 
the Scriptures was to be found the history of a King of 
Israel, driven from his palace by an unnatural son, and 
compelled to fly beyond Jordan. David, like James, 
had the right: Absalom, like William, had the posses
sion. Would any student of the sacred writings dare 
to affirm that the conduct of Shimei on that occasion 
was proposed as a pattern to be imitated, and that Bar
zillai, who loyally adhered to his fugitive master, was 
resisting the ordinance of God, and receiving to himself 
damnation ? Would any true son of the Church of 
England seriously affirm that a man who was a stre
nuous royalist till after the battle of Naseby, who then 
went ove:e to the Parliament, who, as soon as the Parlia
ment had been purged, became an obsequious servant 
of the Rump, and who, as soon as the Rump had been 
ejected, professed himself a faithful subject of the Pro
tector, was more deserving of the respect of Christian 
men than the stout old Cavalier who bore true fealty to 
Charles the First in prison and to Charles the Second 
in exile, and who was ready to put lands, liberty, life, 
in peril, rather than acknowledge, by word or act, the 
authority of any of the upstart governments which, 
during that evil time,' obtained possession of a power 
not legitimately theirs? And :what distinction was 
there between that case and. the case which had now 
arisen? That Cromwell had actually enjoyed as much 
power as William, nay much more power than William, 
was quite certain. That the power of William, as well 
as the power of Cromwell, had an illegitimate origin, no 
divine who held the doctrine of nonresistance would 
dispute. How then was it possible for such a divine 
to deny that obedience had been due to Cromwell, and 
yet to affim that it was due to William:? To suppose 
that there could be such inconsistency without dis
honesty would be not charity but weakness. Those 
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who were determined to comply with the Act of Parlia
ment would do better to speak out, and to say, what 
every body knew, that they complied simply to save 
their benefices. The motive was no doubt strong. 
That a clergyman. who was a husband and a father 
should look forward with dread to the first of August 
and the first of February was natural. But he would 
do well to remember that, however terrible might be 
the day of suspension and the day of deprivation, there 
would assuredly come two other days more terrible still, 
the day of death and the day of judgment .... 

The swearing clergy, as they were call~d, were not 
a little perplexed by this reasoning. Nothing embar
rassed them more than the analogy which the nonjurors 
were never weary of pointing out between the usurpa
tion of Cromwell and the usurpation of William. For 
there was in that age no High Churchman who would 
not have thought himself reduced to an absurdity if he 
had been reduced to the necessity of -saying that the 
Church had commanded her sons to obey.Cromweli. 
And yet .it was impossible to prove that William was 
more fully in possession of supreme power than Crom
well had been. The swearers therefore avoided coming 
to close quarters with the nonjurors on this point as 
carefully as the non jurors avoided coming to close 
quarters with the swearers on the question touching 
the practice of the primitive Church. 

The truth is that the theory of government which 
had long.been taught by the clergy was so absurd that 
it could lead to nothing but absurdity. Whether the
priest who adhered to that theory swore or refused 
to swear, he was alike unable to give a rational expla
nation of his conduct. If he swore, he could vindicate 
his swearing only by laying .down propositions against 

'" See the defence of the profession Chichester, made upon his deathbed 
which the Right Reverend Father concerning passive obedience and 
in God John Lake, Lord Bishop of the new oaths. 1690. 
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which every honest heart instinctively revolts, only by 
proclaiming that Christ had commanded the Church to 
desert the righteous cause as soon as that cause ceased 
to prosper, and to strengthen the hands of successful 
villany against affiicted virtue. And yet, strong as 
were the objections to this doctrine, the objections to 
the doctrine of the non juror were, if possible, stronger 
still. According to him, a Christian nation ought 
always to be in a state of slavery or in a state of 
anarchy. Something is to be said for the man who 
sacrifices liberty to preserve order. Something is to 
be said for :the man who sacrifices order to preserve 
liberty. For liberty and order are two of the greatest 
blessings which a society can enjoy: and, when unfor· 
tunately they appear to be incompatible, much indul· 
gence is due to those who take either side. But the 
nonjuror sacrificed, not liberty to order, not order to 
liberty, but both liberty and order to a superstition as 
stupid and degrading as the Egyptian worship of cats 
and onions. While a particular person, differing from 
other persons by the mere accident of birth, was on 
the throne, though he might be a Nero, there was to be 
no insubordination. When any other person was on 
the throne, though he might be an Alfred, there was 
to be no obedience. It mattered not how frantic and 
wicked might be the· administration of the dynasty 
which had the hereditary title, or how wise and vir· 
tuous might be the administration of a government
sprung from a revolution. Nor could any time of li· 
mitation be pleaded against the claim of the expelled 
family. The lapse of years, the lapse of ages, made no 
change. To the end of the world, Christians were to 
regulate their political conduct simply according to the 
genealogy of their ruler.. The year 1800, the year 
1900, might find princes who derived their title from 
the votes of the Convention reigning in peace and pro· 
sperit.y. No matter: they would still be usurpers; and, 
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it, in the' twentieth or twenty first century, any person 
who could make out a better right by blood to the crown 
should call on a. late posterity to acknowledge him as 
King, the call must be obeyed on peril of eternal per
dition. 

A Whig might well enjoy the !hought that the con
troversies which had arisen among his adversaries had 
established the soundness of his own political creed. 
The disputants who had long agreed in accusing him 
of an impious error had now effectually vindicated him, 
and refuted one another. The High Churchman who 
took the oaths had shown by irrefragable arguments 
from the Gospels and. the Epistles, from the uniform 
practice of the primithre Church, and from the explicit 
declarations of the Anglican Church, that Christians 
were not in all cases bound to pay obedience to the 
prince who had the hereditary title. The High Church
man who would not take the oaths had shoWn as 
satisfactorily that Christians were not in all cases 
bound to pay obedience to the prince who was actu
ally reigning. It followed that, to entitle a govern:~ 
ment to the allegiance of subjects, something was 
necessary different from mere legitimacy, and different 
ruso from mere possession. What that something was 
t~e Whigs had no difficulty in pronouncing. In their 
VIew, the end for which all governments had been 
instituted was the happiness of society. While the 
magistrate was, on the whole, notwithstanding some 
faults, a minister for good, Reason taught mankind to 
obey him; and Religion, giving her solemn sanction to 
the teaching of Reason, commanded mankind to revere 
him as divinely comtnissioned. But if he proved to be 
a. minister for evil, on what grounds was, he to be con
SIdered as divinely commissioned? The Tories who 
swore had proved that he ought not to be so considered 
on account of the origin of his power: the Tories who 
would not swear had proved as clearly tha.t he ought 
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not to be so 'considered on account of the existence of 
his power. 

Some violent and acrimonious Whigs triumphed 
ostentatiously and with merciless insolence over the 
perplexed and divided priesthood. The nonjuror they 
generally affected to regard with contemptuous pity as 
a dull and perverse, but sincere, bigot, whose absurd 
practice was in harmony with his absurd theory, and 
who might plead, in excuse for the infatuation which 
impelled him to ruin 'his country, that the same in· 
fatuation had impelled him to ruin himself. They 
reserved their sharpest taunts· for those divines who, 
having, in the days of the Exclusion Bill and the Rye 
House Plot, been distinguished .by zeal for the divine 
and indefeasible right of the hereditary. Sovereign, were 
now ready to swear fealty to an usurper. Was this 
then the real sense of all those sublime phrases which 
had resounded during twenty nine years from innu
merable pulpits? Had. the thousands of clergymen, 
who had so loudly boasted of the unchangeable loyalty 
of their order, really meant only that . their loyalty 
would remain unchangeable till the next change ot 
fortune? It was idle, it was impudent in them to 
pretend that their present conduct was consistent with 
their former language. If any Reverend Doctor had 
at length been convinced that he had been in the wrong, 
he surely ought, by an open recantation, to make all the
amends now possible to the persecuted, the calumniated, 
the murdered defenders of liberty. If he was still con
vinced that his old opinions were sound, he ought man
fully to cast in his lot with the nonjurors. Respect, 
it was said, is du~ to him who ingenuously confesses 
an error; respect IS due to him who courageously suf· 
fers for an error; but it is difficult to respect a mi· 
nisterof religion who, while asserting that he still 
adheres to the principles of the Tories saves his bene
fice by taking an oath which can b~ honestly taken 
only on the principles of the 'Whigs. . 
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These reproaches, though perhaps not altogether un- CHAP. 

just, were unseasonaole. The wiser and more moderate XIV. 

Whigs, sensible that the throne of ~illiam could not 1689. 

stand firm if it had not a wider basis. than their own 
party, abstained at this conjuncture from sneers and 
invectives, and exerted themselve!i to .remove the scru-
ples and to soothe the irritated feelings of the clergy. 
The collective power of the rectors and vicars of Eng-
land was immense: and it was much better that they 
should swear for the most flimSy reason that could be 
devised by a sophist than they should not swear at all. 

It soon became clear that the arguments for swearing; A great 

backed as they were by some of the strongest motives ~:j~r!%;f 
which can influence the human mind, had prevailed. take the 

Above twenty nine thirtieths of the profession submitted oaths. 

to the law. Most of the divines of the capital, who then 
formed a separate class, and who were as much distin-
guished from the rural clergy by liberality of sentiment 
as by eloquence and learning, gave in their adhesion 
to the government early, and with every sign of cordial 
attachment. Eighty ·of them repaired together, in full 
term, to Westminster Hall, and were there sworn. The 
ceremony occupied so long a time that little else was 
done that day in the Courts of Chancery and King's 
Bench. - But in general the compliance was tardy, 
sad and sullen. Many, no doubt, deliberately sacrificed 
principle to interest. Conscience told them that they 
were committing a sin. But they had not fortitude to 
resign the parsonage, the garden, the glebe, and to go 
forth without knowing where to find a meal or a roof 
for themselves and their little ones. Many swore with 
doubts and misgivings. t Some declared, at the moment 

• London Gazette, June 30. 
.1689; Narcissul Luttrcll'~ Dilry. 
"The eminentest men," 61YS 

Luttrell. 
t See in Kettlewell' 8 Life, .iii, 

72., the retractation drawn by him 
for a clergyman who had taken the 
oaths, and who afterwards repented 
of having done so. 

G G 2 
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of taking the oath, that they did ~ot mean to promise 
that they would not submit to James, if he should ever 
be in a condition to demand their allegiance. «; Some 
clergymen in the north were, on the first of August, 
going in a company to swear, when they were met on 
the road by the. news of the battle which had been 
fought, four days before, in the pass of Killiecrankie. 
They immediately turned back, and did not again leave 
their homes on the same errand till it was clear that 
Dundee's victory had made no change in the state of 
public affairs. t Even of those whose understandings 
were fully convinced that obedience was due to the ex
isting government, very few kissed the book with the 
heartiness with which they had formerly plighted their 
faith to Charles and James. Still the thing was done. 
Ten thousand clergymen had solemnly called heaven to 
attest their promise that they would be true liegemen 
to William; and this promise, though it by no means 
warranted him in expecting that they would strenuously 
support him, had at least deprived them of a great part 
of their power to injure him. They could not, without 
entirely forfeiting that public respect on which their 
influence depended, attack, except in an indirect and 
timidly cautious manner, the throne of one whom they 
had, in the presence of God, vowed to obey as their 
King. Some of them, it is true, affected to read the 
prayers for the new Sovereigns in a peculiar tone which· 
could not be misunderstood.! Others were guilty of 
still grosser indecency. Thus, one wretch, just after 
praying for William and Mary in the most solemn of· 
fice of religion, took off a glass to their damnation. 
Another, after performing divine service on a fast day 
appointed by their authority, dined on a pigeon pie, 

• See the account of Dr. Dove's 
conduct in Clarendon's Diary, and 
the account of Dr: Marsh'~ contluct 
·in the Life of Kettlewell. 

t The Anatomy of a Jacobite 
Tory, 1690. . 

t Dialogue between a Whig and 
a Tory. 
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and while he cut it up, uttered a wish that it was the CHAP. 

usurper's heart. But such audacious wickedness was XlV. 

doubtless rare and was rather injurious to the Church 1689. 
than to the government." 

Those clergymen and members of the Universities !he DOD

who incurred the penalties of the law were about four Jll!"Ors. 

hundred in number. Foremost in rank stood the Pri-
mate and six of his suffragans, Turner of Ely, Lloyd of 
Norwich, Frampton of Gloucester, Lake of Chichester, 
White of Peterborough, and Ken of Bath and Wells. 
Thomas of Worcester would have made a seventh: 
but he died three weeks before the day of suspension. 
On his deathbed he adjured his clergy to be true to 
the cause of hereditary right, and declared that those 
divines who tried to make out that the oaths might be 
taken without any departure from the loyal doctrines 
of the Church of England seemed, to him to reason 
more Jesuitically than the Jesuits themselves. t 

Ken, who, both in intellectual and in moral qualities, Ken. 

ranked highest among the nonjuring prelates, hesitated 
long. There were few clergymen who could have sub
mitted to the new government with a better grace. 
For, in the times when nonresistance and passive obe
dience were the favourite themes of his brethren, he 
had scarcely ever alluded to politics in the pulpit. He 
owned that the arguments in favour of sweariBg were 
very strong. He went indeed so far as to say that his 
scruples would be completely removed if he could be 
wnvinced that James had entered into engagements for 
~eding Ireland to the French King. It is evident there-
fore that the difference between Ken and the Whigs was 
[lot a difference of principle. He thought, with them, 
Ghat misgovernment, carried to a certain point, justified 
l. transfer of allegiance, and doubted only whether the 
nisgovernment of James had been carried quite to that 

• Narcissus Luttrell's Diary, 
';ov. 1691, Feb. 1692. 

10 Q 3 

t Life of Kettlewell, iii. 40. 
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point. Nay, the good Bishop actually began to prepare 
a pastoral letter explaining his reasons for taking the 
oaths. But, before it was finished, he received inform
ation which convinced him that Ireland had not been 
made over to France: doubts came thick upon him: he 
threw his unfinished letter into the :(ire, and implored 
his less scrupulous friends not to urge him further. He 
was sure, he' said, that they had acted uprightly: he 
was glad that they could do with a clear conscience 
what he shrank from doing : he felt the force 'of their 
reasoning: he was all but persuaded; and he was afraid 
to listen longer lest he should be quite persuaded: for, 
if he should comply, and his misgivings should after
wards return, he should be the most .miserable of men. 
Not for wealth, not for a palace, not for a peerage, 
would he run the smallest risk of ever feeling the tor
ments of remorse. It is a curious fact that, of tqe 
seven nonjuring prelates, the only one whose name 
carries with it much weight was on the point of swear
ing, and was prevented from doing so, as he himself 
acknowledged, . not by the force of reason, but by a 
morbid scrupulosity which he did not advise others to 
imitate .... 

• See Turner's Letter to Sancroft, asked his advice to their own studies 
dated on Ascension Day, 1689. The and prayers. Lady Russell's asser
original is among the Tanner MSS. in tion and Ken's denial will be found 
the Bodleian Library. But the letter to come nearly to the same thing, 
will be found with much other curi- when we make those allowances_ 
ous matter in the Life of Ken by a which ought to be made for situ
Layman, lately published. See also ation and feeling, even in weighing 
the Life of Kettlewell, iii. 95.; the testimony of the most veracious 
and Ken's letter to Burnet, date«l witness('s. Ken, having at last de
Oct. 5.1689, in Hawkins's Life of termined to cast in his lot with the 
Ken. .. I am sure," Lady Russell nonjurors, naturally tried to vindi
w~ote to Dr. Fitzwilliam, .. the cate his consistency as far as he 
BIshop of Bath and 'Yells excited honestly could. Lady Russell, wish
oth('rs to comply, when he could ing to induce her friend to take the 
not bring himself. to do so, but re- oaths, naturally made as much of 
juiced when others did." Ken de- Ken~s dispo.sition to compliance as 
e1ared that he had advised nobody she honestly couM. She went too 
t? take the oaths, and that his prac- far in using the word .. excited." 
hee hacI been to remit those who On the otller hand, it is clear that 
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Among the priests who refused the oaths were some 
men eminent in the· learned world, as grammarians, 
chronologists, canonists, and antiquaries, and a very 
few who were distinguished by wit and eloquence: but 
scarcely one can be named who was qualified to discuss 
any large question of morals or politics, scarcely one 
whose writings do not indicate either extreme feebleness 
or extreme flightiness of mind. Those who distrust the 
judgment of a Whig on this point will probably allow 
some weight to the opinion which was expressed, many 
years after the Revolution, by a philosopher of whom 
the Tories are justly proud. Johnson, after passing in 
review the celebrated divines who had thought it sinful 
to swear allegiance to William the Third and George 
the First, pronounced that, in the.whole body of non
jurors, there was one, and one only, who could rea:son. '"' 

The nonjuror in whose favour Johnson made this 
exception was Charles Leslie. Leslie had, before the 

Ken, by remitting those who con- yet not be a good' reasoner. Nay, 
suIted him to their own studies and the resistance which Sancroft and 
prayers, gave them to understand the other nonjuring bishops offered 
that, in his opinion, the oath was to arbitrary power, while they con
lawful to those who, after a serious tinued to hold the doctrine of non
inquiry, thought it lawful. lfpeople resistance, is the most decisive proof 
had asked him whether they might that they were incapable of reason
lawfully commit perjury or adultery, ing. It must be remembered that 
he would assuredly have told them, they'were prepared to take the whole 
not to consider tbe point maturely kingly power from James and to 
and to implore the divine direc- bestow it on William, with the ti
tion, but to abstain on peril of their tIe of Regent. Their scruple was 
souls. merely about the word King. 

• See the conversation of June 9. I am surprised that Johnson 
1784, in Boswell's Life of Johnson, should have pronounced William 
and the note. Boswell, with his -Law no reasoner. Law did indeed 
usual absurdity, is sure that John- fall into great errors; but they were 
son could not have recollected" that errors against which logic affords no 
the Beven bishops, so justly cele- security. In mere dialectical skill 
brated for' their magnanimous re_ he had very few superiors. That 
sistance to arbitrary power,' were yet he was more than once victorious 
nonjurors." Only five of the seven over Hoadley no candid Whig will 
were nonjurors; and anybody but deny. But Law did not belong to 
Boswell would have known that a the generation with which I bave 
man Dlay resist arbitrary -power, and now to do. 

G G 4 

455 

CHAP. 
XIV. 

1689. 

Leslie. 



456 

CHAP. 
XIV. 

1689. 

Sherlock. 

HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

Revolution, been Chancellor of the diocese of Connor 
in Ireland. He had been forward in opposition to 
Tyrcomiel ; had, as. a justice of the peace for Monaghan, 
refused to acknowledge a papist as Sheriff of that 
county; and had been so courageous as to send some 
officers of the Irish army to prison for marauding. 
But the doctririe of nonresistance, such as it had been 
taught by, Anglican divines in ,the days of the Rye 
House Plot, was immovably fixed in his mind. When 
the state of mster became such that a Protestant 
who remained there. could hardly avoid being either a 
rebel or a martyr, Leslie fled to London. His abilities 
and his connections were such that he might easily 
have obtained high preferment in the Church of Eng
land. But he took his place in the front rank of the 
Jacobite body, and remained there stedfastly, through 
all the dangers and vicissitudes of three and thirty 
troubled years. Though constantly engaged in theolo
gical controversy with Deists, Jews, Socinians, Presby
terians, Papists, and Quakers, he found time to be one 
of the most voluminous political writers of his age. 
Of all the nonjuring clergy he was the best qualified to 
discuss constitutional questions. For, before he had 
taken orders, he had resided long in the Temple, and 
had been studying English history and law, while most 
of the other chiefs of the schism had been poring over 
the Acts of Chalcedon, or seeking for wisdom in the 
Targum of Onkelos .... 

In 1689, however, Leslie was almost unknown in 
England. Among the divines who incurred suspension 
on the first of August in that year, the highest in popular 
estimation was without dispute Doctor William Sherlock. 
Perhaps no simple presbyter. of the Church of England 
has ever possessed a greater authority over his brethren 
than belongea to Sherlock at the time of the Revolution. 
He was not of the first rank among his contemporaries 

• 'Vare's History of the 'Vriters of Irelallll, continuetl by Harris. 
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as a scholar, as a l>reacher, as a writer un theology, or 
as a writer on politics : but in all the four characters 
he had distinguished himself. The perspicuity and 
liveliness of his style have been praised by Prior and 
Addison. The facility and assiduity with which he 
wrote are sufficiently proved by the bulk and the dates 
of his works. There were indeed among the clergy 
men of brighter genius and men of wider attainments: 
but during a long period there was none who more 
completely represented the order, none who, on all 
subjects, spoke more precisely the sense of tlte Anglican 
priesthood, without any taint of Latitudinarianism, of 
Puritanism, or of Popery. He had, in the days of the 
Exclusion Bill, when the power of the dissenters was 
very great in Parliament and in the country, written 
strongly against the sin of nonconformity. When the 
Rye House Plot was detected, he had zealously defended 
by tongue and pen tne doctrine of nonresistance. His 
services to the cause of episcopacy and monarchy were 
so highly valued that he was J;Dade master of the Temple. 
A pension was also bestowed on him by Charles: but 
that pension James soon took away; for Sherlock, 
though he held himself bound to pay passive obedi
ence to the civil power, held himself equally bound to 
combat religious errors, and was the keenest and most 
laborious of that host of controversialists who, in the 
day of peril, J;Danfully defended the Protestant faith. 
In little more than two yearS he published sixteen 
treatises, some of them large books, against the high 
pretensions of Rome. Not content with the easy vic
tories which he gained over such feeble antagonists 
as those who were quartered at Clerkenwell and the 
Savoy, he had the courage to measure his strength with 
no less a champion than Bossuet, and came Qut of the 
conflict without discredit. Nevertheless Sherlock still 
.continued to maintain that no oppression could justify 
Christians in resisting the kingly authority. Wnen 
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the Convention was about to me~t, he strongly re
commended, in a tract which was considered as the 
manifesto of a large part of the clergy, that James 
should be invited to return on such conditions as might 
secure the laws and religion of the nation.... The vote 
which placed William and Mary on the throne filled 
Sherlock with sorrow and anger. He is said to have 
exclaimed that if the Convention was determined on 
a revolution, the clergy would find forty thousand 
good Churchmen to effect a restoration. t . Against the 
new oaths. he gave his opinion plainly and warmly. 
lIe declared himself at a loss to understand how any 
honest man could doubt that, by the powers that be, 
Saint Paul meant legitimate powers alid no others. 
No name was in 1689 cited by the Jacobites so proudly 
and fondly as that of Sherlock. Before the end of 
1690 that name excited very different feelings. 

A few other non jurors ought to be particularly no
ticed. High among them in rank was George Hickes, 
Dean of Worcester. Of all the Englishmen of his time 
he was the most versed in the old Teutonic languages; 
and his knowledge of the early Christian literature was 
extensive. As to his capacity for political discussions, 
it may be sufficient to say that his favourite argu
ment for passive obedience was drawn from the story 
of the Theban legion. He was the younger brother 
of that unfortunate John Hickes who had been found 
hidden in the malthouse of Alice I~isle. James had~ 
in spite of all solicitation, put both John Hickes and 
Alice Lisle to death. Persons who did not know the 

.strength of the Dean's principles thought that he 
might possibly feel some resentment on this account: 
for he was of. no gentle or forgiving temper, and could 
retain during many years a bitter remembrance of small 

'" Letter to a member of the Con- nix Edition of Burnet's Pastoral 
ventioll, ]689. Letter 1692. 

t Johnson's Notes on the Ph~- I 
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lllJurles. But he' was strong in his religious and po- CHAP. 

litical faith: he reflected that the sufferers were" dis- XIV. 

senters; and he submitted to the will of the" Lord's 1689. 

Anointed not only with patience but with complacency. 
He became indeed a more loving subject than ever from 
the time when his brother was hanged and his brother's 
benefactress beheaded. While almost all other clergy-
men, appalled by the Declaration of Indulgence and by 
the proceedings of the High Commission, were begin-
ning to think that they"had pushed the doctrine of 
nonresistance a little too far, he was writing a vindica-
tion of his darling legend, and trying to convince the 
troops at Hounslow that, if James should be pleased to 
massacre them all, as Maximian had massacred the 
Theban legion, for refusing to commit idolatry, it would 
be their duty to pile their arms, and meekly to receive 
the crown of martyrdom. To do Hickes justice, his 
whole conduct after the Revolution proved that his 
servility had sprung neither from fear nor from cu-
pidity, but from mere bigotry. * 

Jeremy Collier, who was turned out of the preacher- Collier. 

ship of the Rolls, was a. man of a much higher order. 
He is well entitled to grateful and respectful mention: 
for to his eloquence and courage is to be clueflyascribed 
the purification of our lighter literature from that foul 
taint which had been contracted during the Antipuritan 
reaction. He was, in the full force of the words, a good 
man. He was also a man of eminent abilities,a great 
master of sarcasm, a great master of rhetoric. t His 

• The best notion of Hickes's 
character will be formed from his 
numerous controversial writings, 
particularly his Jovian, written in 
1684, his Thebrean Legion no Fable, 
written in 1687, though not pub
lished till 1714, and his discourses 
upon Dr. Burnet and Dr. Tillotson, 
1695 His literary fame rests on 
"works of a very different kind. 

t Collier's Tracts on the Stage 
are, on the whole, his best pieces. 
But there is much that is striking 
in his political pamphlets. His 
"Persuasive to Consideration, ten
dered to the Royalists, particularly 
those of the Church of Englaml," 
seems to me one of the best produc
tions of the J aco bi te "press. 
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reading too, though undigested, was of immense extent. 
But his mind was narrow: his reasoning, even when he 
was so fortunate as to have a good cause to defend, was 
singularly futile and inconclusive; and his brain was 
almost turned by pride, not personal, but professional. 
In his view, a priest was the highest of human beings, 
except a bishop. Reverence and submission were due 
from the best and greatest of the laity to the least re
spectable of the clergy. However ridiculous a man in 
holy orders might make himself, it was impiety to laugh 
at him. So nervously sensitive indeed was Collier on 
this point that he thought it profane to throw any re
.fl.ection even on the ministers of false religions. He laid 
it down as a rule that Muftis and Augurs ought always 
to be mentioned with respect. He blamed Dryden for 
sneering at the Hierophants of Apis. He praised Racine 
for giving dignity to the character of a priest of Baal. 
He praised Corneille for not bringing that learned and 
reverend divine Tiresias on the stage in the tragedy of 
ffidipus. The omission, Collier owned, spoiled the dra
matic effect of the piece: but the holy function was much 
too solemn to be played with. Nay, incredible as it 
may seem, he thought it improper in the laity to sneer 
at Presbyterian preachers. Indeed his "Jacobitism was 
little more than one of the forms in which his zeal for 
the dignity of his profession manifested itself. He ab
horred the Revolution less as a rising up of subjects
against their King than as a rising up of the laity 
against the sacerdotal caste. The doctrines which had 
been proclaimed from the pulpit during thirty years 
had been treated with contempt by the Convention. A 
new government had been set up in opposition to the 
wishes of the spiritual peers in the House of Lords and 
of the priesthood throughout the country. A secular 
assem?ly had take~ upon itself to pass a law requiring 
archb~shops an~ bI.shops, rectors and vicars, to abjure, 
on pam of deprIvatIOn, what they had been teaching all 
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their lives. Whatever meaner spirits might do, Collier CHAP. 

was determined not to be led in triumph by the victo~ ~ 
rious enemies of his order. To the last he would con- 1689. 
front, with the authoritative port of an ambassador of 
heaven, the anger of the powers and principalities of the 
earth. 

In parts Collier was the first mail among the nonjurors. DodweIL. 

In erudition the first place must be aSsigned to Henry 
Dodwell, who, for the unpardonable crime of having a 
small estate in Mayo, had been attainted by the Popish 
Parliament at Dublin. He was Camdenian Professor 
of Ancient History in the University of O.xford, and had 
already acquired considerable celebrity by chronological 
and geographical researches: but, though he never could 
be persuaded to take orders, theology was his favourite 
study. He was doubtless a pious and sincere man. He 
had perused innumerable volumes in various languages, 
and had indeed acquired more learning th~ his slender 
faculties were able to bear. The small intellectual spark 
which he possessed was put out. by the fuel. Some of 
his books seem to have been written in a madhouse, 
and, though :filled with proofs of his immense reading, 
degrade him to the level of James Naylor and Ludo
wick Muggleton. He began a diSsertation intended 
to prove, that the law of nations was a divine revela
tion made to the family which was preserved in the 
ark. He published a treatise in which he maintained 
that a marriage between a member of the Church of 
England and a dissenter was a nullity, and t~at the. 
couple wel"e, in the sight of heaven, guilty of adultery. 
He defended the use of instrumen,tal music in public 
worship on the ground that the notes of the organ had 
a power to counteract the influence of devils on the 
spinal marrow of human beings. In his treatise on this 
subject, he remarked that there was rugh authority 
for the opinion that the spinal marrow, when decom~ 
posed, became a serpent. Whether. this opinion wert;l 
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or were not correct, he thought it unnecessary to decide. 
Perhaps, he said, the emin.ent men in whose works it 
was found had meant only to express figuratively the 
great truth, that the Old Serpent operates on us chiefly 
through the spinal marrow.'" Dodwell's speculations on 
the . state of human beings after death are, if possible, 
more extraordinary still. He tells us that our souls are 
naturally mortal. Annihilation is the fate of the greater 
part of mankind, of heathens, of Mahometans, of un
christened babes. The gift of immortality is conveyed 
in the sacrament of baptism: but to the efficacy of the 
sacrament it is absolutely necessary that the water be 
poured and the words pronounced. by a minister who 
has been ordained by a bishop. In the natural course of 
things, therefore, all Presbyterians, Independents, Bap
tists, and Quakers would, like the inferior animals, cease 
to exist. But Dodwell was far too good a churchman 
to let off dissenters so easily. He informs them that, 
as they have had an opportunity of hearing the gospel 
preached, and might, but for their own perverseness, 
have received episcopalian baptism, God will, by an ex
traordinary act of power, bestow immortality on them 
in order that they may be tormented for ever and 
ever·t 

• See Brokesby's Life of DodweH. 
The Discourse against Marriages 
in different Communions is known 
to me, I ought to say, only from 
Brokesby·. copious abstract. That 
Discourse- is very rare. It was ori
ginally printed as an appendage to a 
sermon preached by Leslie. When 
Leslie collected his works he omitted 
the discourse, probably because he 
was ashamed of it. The Treatise 
on the Lawfulness of Instrumental 
Music I have read; and incredibly 
absurd it is. 

t Dodwell tells us that the title 
of the work in which he first pro-

inulgated this theory was framed 
with great care and precision. I 
will therefore transcribe the title-
page. «An Epistolary Discourse 
proving from Scripture and the First 
Fathers that the Soul is naturally 
Mortal, but Immortalized actually by 
the Pleasure of God to Punishment 
or to Reward, by its Union with the 
Divine Baptismal Spirit, wherein is 
proved tbat none have the Power of 
giving this Divine Immortalizing 
Spirit since the Apostles but only 
the Bishops. By H. Dodwell." Dr. 
Clarke, in a Letter to Dodwell 
(' '106), says that this Epistolary, 
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No man abhorred the growing latitudinarianism of CHAP. 

those times more than Dodwell. Yet no man had ~ 
more reason to rejoice in it •. For, in the earlier part of ~689. 
the seventeenth century, a speculator who had dared to 
affirm that the human soul is by its nature mortal, and 
does, in the great majority of cases, actually die with 
the body, would have been burned alive in Smithfield. 
Even in days which Dodwell could well remember, such 
heretics as himself would have been thought fortunate 
if they escaped with life, their backs flayed, their ears 
clipped, their noses slit, their tongues bored through 
with red hot iron, and their eyes knocked outwith brick. 
bats. With the nonjurors, however, the author of thifl 
theory was still the great Mr. Dodwell; and some, who 
thought it .culpable lenity to tolerate a Presbyterian 
meeting, thought it at the same time gross illiberality 
to blame a learned and pious Jacobite for denying a 
doctrine so utterly unimportant· in a religious point of 
view as that of the immortality of the soul.:II' , 

Two other nonjurors deserve special mention, less on X:ettI~weU. 
f h · bili" d 1 . . h Fltzwil-account 0 t en' a tIes an earrung, t an on account Iiam.· . 

of their ra:te integrity, and of their not less rare candour. 
These were John Kettlewell, Rector of Coleshill, and 
John Fitzwilliam, Canon of Windsor. It is remarkable 
that both these men had seen much of Lord Russell, and 
that both, though differing from him in political opinions, 
and strongly disapproving the part'which he had taken 
in the Whig plot, had thought highly of his character, 
and ha~ been sincere mourners for. his death. He had 
sent to Kettlewell an affectionate. message from the 
scaffold in Lincoln's Inn Fields. Lady RusseU, to her 
latest day, loved, trusted, and revered Fitzwilliam, who, 
when she was a girl, had been the friend of her father, 
the yirtuous Southampton. The two clergymen agreed 

Discourse is "a book at which aU '" See Leslie's Rehearsals, No. 
good men are Borry, and all profane 286, 287. 
men rejoice." . 
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CHAP; in refusing to swear: but they, from that moment, took 
XIV. different paths. Kettlewell was one of the most active 
1689. members of his party: he.declined no drudgery in the 

common cause, provided only that it were such drudgery 
as did not misbecome an honest man; and he defended 
his opinions in several tracts, which give a much higher 
notion of his sincerity than of his judgment or acute
ness.'" Fitzwilliam thought that he had done enough 
in quitting his pleasant dwelling and garden under the 
shadow of Saint George's Chapel, and in betaking him
self with his books to a small lodging in an attic. He 
could not with a safe conscience acknowledge William 
and Mary: but he did not conceive that he was bound 
to be always stirring up sedition against them; and he 
passed the last years of his life, un<:\er: the powerful 
protection of the House of Bedford, in innocent and 
studious repose. t 

General Among the less distinguished divines who forfeited 
~~~~c~e:n_ their benefices, were doubtless many good men: but it 
juring is certain that the moral character of the nonjurors, 'as 
clergy. a class, did not stand high. It seems hard to impute 

laxity of principle to persons who undoubte91y made a 
great sacrifice to principle. And yet experience abun
dantly proves that many who are capable of making a 
great sacrifice, when their blood is heated by conflict, 
and when the public eye is fixed upon them, are not 
capable of persevering long in the daily practice. of_ 
obscure virtues. It is by no means improbable that 
zealots may have given their lives for a religion which 
had never effectually restrained their vindictive or their 
licentious passions. We learn indeed from fathers of 

,. See his works, and the highly Fitzwilliam, as far as I have been 
curious life of him which was com- able to discover, ever published was 
piled from the papers of his friends a sermon on the Rye House Plot. 
Hickes and Nelson~ preached a few weeks after Russell's 

t See Fitzwilliam's correspolI- . execution. There are some sentences 
dence with Lady Russell, and his evi- in this sermon which I a little won
dence 011 the trial of Ashton, ill the der that the widow and the family 
State Trials. The only work which forgave. 
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the highest authority that, even in the purest ages of 
the Church, some confessors, who had manfully refused 
to save themselves from torments and death by throw
ing frankincense on the altar of Jupiter, afterwards 
brought scandal on the Christian name by gross fraud 
and debauchery.... For the nonjuring divines great 
allowance must in fairness be made. They were doubt~ 
less in a most trying situation. In general, a schism, 
which divides a religious community, divides the laity 
as well as the clergy. The seceding pastors therefore 
carry with them a large part of their flocks, and are 
consequently assured of a maintenance. But the schism 
of 1689 scarcely extended beyond the clergy. The law 
required the rector to take the oaths, or to quit his liv
ing: but no oath, no acknowledgment of the title of the 
new King and Queen, was required from the parishioner 
as a qualification for attending divine service, or for 
receiving the Eucharist. Not one in fifty, therefore, of 
those laymen who disapproved of the Revolution thought 
hbself bound to quit his pew in. the old church, wher~ 
the old liturgy was still read, and where the old vest~ 
ments were still worn, and to follow the ejected priest 
to a conventicle, a conventicle, too, which was not pro
tected by the Toleration Act. Thus the new sect was 
a sect of preachers without hearers; and such preachers 
could not make a livelihood by preaching. In Lon
don, indeed, and in some other large towns, those. ve~ 
hement J acobites, ;whom nothing would satisfy but to 

.. Cyprian, in one of his Epistles, stronger language in the book de 
addresses theconfesEOrs thus: "Quos- Unitate Ecclesim: "Neque enim 
dam audio inficere numerum ves- confessio immunem facit ab insidiis 
trum, et laudem prrecipui nominis diaboli, aut contra tentationes et 
prava Bua conversatione destruere. • • pericula et .. incursus, atque impe
Cum quanto nominis vestri pudore tus sreculares adhuc in sreculo po
delinquitur quando alius aliquis te- situm perpetua securitate defendit; 
mulentus et lasciviens demoratur; cretemm nunquam in confessoribus 
alius in earn patriam unde extorris fraudes et stupra et adulteria post
est regreditur, ut deprehensus non modum videremus, qum nune in 
jam' quasi Christianu&, sed quasi quibusdam videntes ingemiscimus et 
Docens pereat." He uses still dolemus." 
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hear King James and th~ Prince of Wales prayed 
for by name, were sufficiently numerous to make up a 
few small congregations, which met secretly, and under 
constant fear of the constables, in rooms so mean that 
the meeting houses of the Puritan dissenters might by 
comparison be called palaces. Even Collier, who had 
all the qualities which attract large audiences, was 
reduced to be the minister of a little knot of malecon
tents, whose oratory was on a second floor in the city. 
But the nonjuring clergymen who were able to ob
tain even a pittance by officiating at such places were 
very few. Of the rest some had independent means: 
some lived by literature: one or two practised physic. 
Thomas Wagstaffe, for example, who had been Chan
cellor of Lichfield, had many patients, and made himself 
conspicuous by always visiting them in full canonicals. $ 

But these were exceptions. Industrious poverty is a 
state by no means unfavourable to virtue: but it is 
dangerous to be at once poor and idle; and most of the 
clergymen who had refused to swear found themsel~s 
thrown on the world with nothing to eat and with 
nothing to do. They naturally became beggars and 
loungers. Considering themselves as martyrs suffering 
in a public cause, they were not ashamed to ask any good 
churchman for a guinea. Most of them passed their 
lives in running about from one Tory coffeehouse to 
another, abusing the Dutch, hearing and spreading re-_ 
ports that within a month His Majesty would certainly 
be on English ground, and wondering who would have 
Salisbury when Burnet was hanged. During the ses
sion of Parliament the lobbies and the Court of Re
quests were crowded with deprived parsons, asking 
who was up, and what the numbers were on the last 
division. Many of the ejected divines became domes-

, • Much curious information about first volume of Nichols's Literary 
,the nonjurors will be found in the Anecllotes of the eighteenth century. 
Biographical Memoirs of William A specimen of Wagstaffe's prescrip
Bowyer, printer, which forms the tions is in the Bodleian Library. 
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ticated, as chaplains, tutors and spiritual directors, 
in the houses of opulent Jacobites. In a situation of 
this kind, a man of pure and exalted character, such 
a man as Ken was among the non jurors, and Watts 
among the nonconformists, may preserve his dignity, 
and may much more than repay by his example and 
his instructions the benefits which he receives. But to 
a person whose virtue is not high toned this way of life 
is full of peril. If he is of a quiet disposition, he is in 
danger of sinking into a servile, sensual, drowsy para
site. If he is of an active and aspiring nature, it may 
be feared that he will become expert in' those bad arts 
by whioh, more easily than by faithful service, retainers 
make themselves agreeable or formidable. To discover 
the weak side of every character, to fiatte!' every passion 
and prejudice, to sow discord and jealousy where love. 
and confidence ought to exist, to watch the moment of 
indiscreet openness for the purpose of extracting secrets 
important to the prosperity and honour of families, such 
are the practices by which keen and restless spirits 
have too often avenged themselves for the humiliation 
of dependence. The public voice loudly accused many 
nonjurors of requiting the hospitality of their bene
factors with villany as black as that of the hypocrite 
depicted in the masterpiece of Moliere. Indeed, when 
Cibber undertook to adapt that noble comedy to the 
English stage, he made his Tartuffe a nonjuror: and 
Johnson, who cannot be supposed to have been preju
diced against the non jurors, frankly owned that Cibber 
had done them no wrong.· 

• Cibber's play, as Cibber wrote of the Hypocrite justly applicable to 
it, ceased to be popular when the the Methodists; but it was very ap.
Jacobites ceased to be formidable, plicable to the nonjurQlS." Boswell 
and is now !mown only to the curio asked him if it were true that the 
ous. Iu 1768 BickerstafFe altered it nonjuring clergymen intrigued with 
into the Hypocrite, and IlUbstituted the wive. of their patrons. "I am 
Dr. Cantwell, the Methodist, for Dr. afraid," said Johnson, "many oC 
'Volf, the NorijuTor. "I do not them did." This conversation took 
think," laid Johnson, " the character place. on the 27th of Ma~c4 1775. 
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There can be no doubt that the schism caused by the 
oaths would have been far more formida,ble, if, at this 
crisis, any extensive change had been made in the 
government or in the ceremonial of the Established 
Church. It is a highly instructive fact that those 
enlightened and tolerant divines who most ardent;1y~de
sired such a change afterwards saw reason to be ~hank-
ful that their favourite project had failed. . .,. 

Whigs and Tories had in the late Session combined 
to get rid of Nottingham's Comprehension Bill by voting 
an address which requested the King to refer the whole 
subject to the Convocation •. Burnet foresa~ the effect of 
this vote .. Thewhole scheme, he said, was utterlyruined.~ 
Many of his friends, however, thought differently i and -
among these was Tillotson. Of all the members of the . 
Low Church party Tillotson stood highest in general 
estimation. As a preacher, he was thought by his con- , 
temporaries to have surpassed all rivals living, or dead. ,_; 
Posterity has reversed this judgment. Yet Tillotson still 
keeps his place as a legitimate English classic. His higliest 
flights were indeed far below those of Taylor, of Barrow, 
and D£ South; but his oratory was more correct and 
equable than theirs. No quaint conceits, no pedantic 
quotations from Talmudists and scholiasts, no mean 
images, buffoon stories, scurrilous invectives, ever mar-
It was not.merely in careless talk that 
Johnson expressed an unfavourable 
opinion of the nonjurors. In his Life 
of Fenton, who was a nonjuror, are 
these remarkable words: "It must be 
remembere.d that he kept his name 
unsullied, and never suffered himself 
to be reduced, like too many of the 
same sect, to mean arts and dis
honourable shifts." See the Character 
of a Jacobite, 1690. Even in Kettle
well's Life, compiled from the papers 
of his friends Hickes and Nelson, 
will be found admissions which show 
that, very Boon after the schism, some 
of the nonjuring clergy fell into 

habits of idleness, dependence, and 
mendicancy, which lowered the cha-
racter of the whole party. "Several 
undeserving persons, who are always 
the most confident, by their going 
up and down, did much prejudice to 
the truly deserving, whose modesty 
would not suffer them to solicit for 
themselves •••••• Mr. Kettlewdl 
was also very sensible that ~ome of 
his brethren spent too much of their 
time in places of concourse and news, 
by depending for their subsistence 
upon those whom they there got ac
quainted with." 

I\t Reresby's Memoirs, 844. 



WILLIAM AND MARY. 

red· the effect of his' grave and temperate· discourses. 
His reasoning was just sufficiently profound and suffi .. 
ciently ·refined to be followed by a. popular !tudience 
with that slight degree of intellectualexertio:Q. which 
is a pleasure. His style is not brilliant; but it is 
pure, transparently clear, and equally free from the 
levity and from the stiffness which disfigure the ser~ 
mons of some eminent divines of the seventeenth cen
tury. He is always serious: yet there is about his 
manner a certain graceful ease which marks him as a 
man who knows the world, who has lived in populous 
cities and in splendid courts, 'and who has conversed, 
not only wit.h books, but with lawyers and merchants" 
wits and beauties, statesmen and princes. The greatest 
charm of his compositions, however, is derived from the 
11enignity and candour which appear in every line, and 
which shone forth not less conspicuously in his life than 
in his writings. 

As a theologian, Tillotson was certainly not less: 
latitudinarian than Burnet. Yet many of those clergy .. 
men to whom Burnet was an object of implacable aver .. 
sion spoke of Tillotson with tenderness and respect. 
It is therefore not strange that the two friends should, 
have formed different estimates of the temper of the 
priesthood, and should have expected different results 
from the meeting of the Convocation. Tillotson was 
not displeased with the vote of the Commons. He 
conceived that changes made in religious institutions 
by mere secular authority might disgust many church. 
men, who would yet be perfectly willing to vote, in an 
ecclesiastical synod, for changes more extensive still; 
and his opinion had great weight with the King.*' It 
was resolved that the Convocation should meet at the 
beginning of the next session of Parliament, and that 
in the meantime a commission should issue empower. 
ing some eminent divines to examine the Liturgy, the 

.. Birch's Life of Tillotson. 
II II S 
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canons, and the whole system of jurisprudence admi· 
nistered by the Courts Christian, and to report on the 
alterations which it might be desirable to make.~ 

Most of the Bishops who had taken the oaths were 
in this commission; and with them were joined twenty 
priests of great note. Of the twenty Tillotson was the 
most important: ,for he was known to speak the sense 
both of the King and of. the Queen. Among those 
Commissioners who looked up to Tillotson as their chief 
were Stillingfleet, Dean of Saint Paul's, Sharp, Dean 
of Norwich, Patrick, Dean of Peterborough, 'Tenison, 
Rector of Saint Martin's, and Fowler, to whose judi
cious firmness was chiefl.y to be ascribed the determin
ation of the London clergy not to read the Declaration 
of Indulgence. 

With such men as those who have been named 
were mingled some divines who belonged to the High 
Church party. Conspicuous among these were two of' 
the rulers of Oxford, Aldrich and Jane. Aldrich hfl,d 
recently been appointed J?ean of Christchurch, in the 
room of the Papist Massey, whom James had, in di
rect violation of the laws, placed at the head of that 
great college. The new Dean was a polite, though not 
a profound, scholar, and a jovial, hospitable gentleman. 
He was the author of some theological tracts which 
have long been forgotten, and of a compendium of 
logic which is still used: but the best works which he 
has bequeathed to posterity are his catches. Jane, the 
King's Professor of Divinity, was a graver but a less 
estimable man. He had borne the chief part in framing 
that decree by which his University ordered the works 
of Milton and Buchanan to be publicly burned in the 
Schools. A few years later, irritated and alarmed by 
the persecution of the Bishops and by the confiscation 
of the revenues of Magdalene College, he had renounced 
the doctrine of nonresistance, had repaired to the head 

• See the Discourse concerning the Ecclesiastical Commission, 1689. 
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quarters of the Prince of Orange, and had assured His CHAP. 

Highness that Oxford would willingly coin her plate XIV. 

for the support of the war against her oppressor. 1689· 
During a short time Jane was generally considered as 
a Whig, and was sharply lampooned by soine, of his 
old allies. He was so unfortunate as to have a name 
which was an excellent mark for the learned punsters 
of his university. Several epigrams were written' on 
the doublefaced Janus, who, having got a professorship 
by looking one way, now hoped to get a bishopric by 
looking another. That he hoped to get a bishopric was 
perfectly true. He demanded the see of Exeter as a 
reward due to his services. He was refused. The 
refusal convinced him that the Church had as much to 
apprehend from Latitudinarianism as from Popery; 
and he speedily became a Tory again.'" 

Early in October the Commissioners assembled in the ~roceed
Jerusalem Chamber. At their first meeting they deter- ~!~:!:~e 
mined to propose that, in the public services of the. sion. 

Church, lessons taken from the canonical books of Scrip-
ture should be substituted for the lessons taken fro:rp. 
~he Apocrypha. t At the second meeting a strange 
question was raised by the very last person who ought 
to have raised it. Sprat, Bishop of Rochester, had, 
without any scruple, sate, during two years, in the 
unconstitutional tribunal which had, in the late reign, 
oppressed and pillaged the Church of which he was a 
ruler. But he had now become scrupulous, and ex-
pressed a doubt whether the commission were legal. 
To a plain understanding his objections seem to be mere 
quibbles. The commission gave power neither to ~ake 
laws nor to administer laws, but simply to inquire and 

• Birch's Life of Tillotson; Life chester, one of the Commissioners, 
of Prideaux; Gentleman's Magazine every night after he went home from 
for June and July, 1745. the several meetings. This most 

t Diary of the Proceedings of curious Diary was printed by or. 
the Commissioners, taken by Dr.. der of the House of. CommODS in 
Williams, afterwards Bishop of Chi- 1854. 

DB 4 
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to report. Even without a royal commission Tillotson, 
Patrick, and Stillingfleet might, with perfect propriety, 
have met to discuss the state and prospects of the 
Church, and to consider whether it would or would not 
be desirable to make some concession to the dissenters. 
And how could it be a crime for subjects to do at the 
request of their Sovereign that which it would have been 
innocent and laudable for them to do without any such 
request? Sprat however was seconded by Jane. There 
was a sharp altercation; and Lloyd, Bishop of Saint 
Asaph, who, with many good qualities, had an irritable 
temper, was provoked into saying something about 
spies. Sprat withdrew and came no more. His ex
ample was soon followed by Jane and Aldrich.:II= The 
commissioners proceeded to take into consideration the 
question of the posture at the Eucharist. It was deter
mined to' recommend that a communicant, who, after 
conference with his minister, should declare that he 

. could not conscientiously receive the bread and wine 
kneeling, might receive them sitting; Mew, Bishop of 
Winchester, an honest man, but illiterate, weak even in 
his best days, and now fast sinking into dotage, protested 
against this concession, and withdrew from the assem
bly. The other members continued to apply them
selves vigorously to their task: and no more secessions 
took place, though there were great differences of opi
nion, and though the debates were sometimes warm. -
The highest churchmen who still remained were Doctor 
William Beveridge. Archdeacon of Colchester, who 
many years later became Bishop of Saint Asaph, and 
Doctor John Scott, the same who had prayed by the 
deathbed of Jeffreys. The most active amonO' the 
Latitudinarians appear to have been Burnet F~wler 

d T 
. , , 

an emson. 
The baptismal service was repeatedly discussed. As 

to matter of form the Commissioners were disposed to 
'" Williams's Diary. 
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be indulgent. They were generallywil.ling to admit 
infants into the Church without sponsors and. without 
the sign of the cross. But the majority, after much 
debate, steadily refused to soften down or explain away 
those words which, to all minds not sophisticated, appear 
to assert the regenerating virtue of· the sacrament.'*' 

As to the surplice, the Commissioners determined -to 
recommend that a large discretion should be left to the 
Bishops. Expedients were devised by which a persan 
who had received Presbyterian ordination might, with~ 
out admitting, either expressly or by implication, the 
invalidity of that ordination, become a minister of the 
Church of England. t 

The ecclesiastical calendar was carefully revised. The 
great festivals were retained. But it was not thought 
desirable that Saint Valentine, Saint Chad, Saint Swithin, 
Saint Edward King of the West Saxons, Saint Dunstan, 
and Saint Alphage, should share the honours of Saint 
John and Saint Paul; or that the Church should appear 
to class the ridiculous fable of the discovery of. the 
cross with facts so awfully important as the Nativity, 
the Passion, the Resurrection, and the Ascension of her 
Lord·t 

The Athanasian Creed caused much perplexity. Most 
of the Commissioners were equally unwilling to give 
up the doctrinal clauses and to retain the damnatory 
c1aus~s. Burnet, Fowler, and Tillotson were desirous 
to strike this famous symbol out of the liturgy altoge~ 
there Burnet brought forward one argument, which to 
himself probably did not appear to have much weight, 
but which was admirably calculated to perplex his op~ 
panents, Beveridge and Scott. The COUllcil of Ephesus 
pad always been reverenced by Anglican divines as a 

• Williams's Diary. Royal Commissioners for the revision 
l' Ibid. of the Liturgy in 1689, and printed 
t 'See the alterations in· the Book by order of the House of CommolU 

of Common Prayer prepared by the in 1854. 
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synod which had truly represented the whole body of 
the faithful, and which had been divinely guided in the. 
way of truth. The voice of that Council was the voice 
of the Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church, not yet 
corrupted by superstition, or rent asunder by schism. 
During more than twelve centl¢es the world had not 
seen an ecclesiastical assembly which had an equal claim 
to the respect of believers. The Council of Ephesus 
had, in the plainest terms, and under the most terrible 
penalties, forbidden Christians to frame or to impose on 
their brethren any creed other than the creed settled by 
the Nicene Fathers. It should seem therefore that, if 
the Council of Ephesus was really under the direction 
of the Holy Spirit, whoever uses the Athanasian Creed 
must, in the very act of uttering an anathema against 
his neighbours, bring down an anathema on his own 
head.'" In spite of the authority of the Ephesian 
Fathers, the majority of the Commissioners determined 
to leave the Athanasian Creed in the Prayer Book; but 
they proposed to add a rubric drawn up' by Stilling
fleet, which declared that the damnatory clauses were 
to be understood to apply only to such as obstinately 
denied the substance of the Christian Faith. Orthodox 
believers were therefore permitted to hope that the he
retic who had honestly and humbly sought for truth 
would not be . everlastingly punished for having failed 
to find it.t 

• "" It is difficult to conceive strong
er or clearer language than that 
use.l by the Council. TobTWII TolIIVII 
ullaYIIWI1BiJlTWJI, .:JpII1EJI I} ayla 
l1upooor;, iTipw jril1TtJl Pf/OEJI~ i~Ei
I'at '/rpOI1.pipnll, iiYllvJI I1vyypatpnll, 
;) I1V~TIBillal. '/rapa. n}II 0pII1B.il1all 
'/rapa. r';;JI ayiwII '/rarlpwII rWII ill 
rij NI"aiwJI I1VIIEA/l&IITWII I1UII ari", 
";PEUj1aTl' rour; o~ ToAp.Wllrar; ~ 
I1VIITtBil'at '/riI1TIII ~rlpal', iiyoVII 
'lrpo"oj1il;£lI', ;) ~pOl1tpip£lll Toir; iBE-

}..OVI1IJ1 i'lrlI1TPEtpEIII EI1; i'/rirpWI1I11 rij~ 
dAf/BEiar;, 11 E~ 'EAAf/I'II1j10V, ~ i~ 
'lovoail1j1llv,lI U aipil1EWr; oial1ol/lro
ravv, rOUTOV!:', fl JllV EI£v E1t'iut(07ro& 
~ "MPIICOI, UAAoTp[our; .lpat rtlv!: 
i7rtD'I(07f'OV~ rijf: l7f',t1'I!.·07rij~, ~al rov~ 
KAf/pi/covr; rou KMpov, El o~ Aa"i
,,01 EIEII, ci"aBEj1aTll;EI1Br.ll.-Concil. 
Ephes. Actio VI. 

t Williams's Diary; Alterations 
in the Book of Common Prayer._ 
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Tenison was intrusted with the business of examin-
. ing the Liturgy and of collecting all those expressions 

to which objections had been made, either by theolo
gical or by literary critics. It was determined to re~ 
move some obvious blemishes. And it would have 
been wise in the Commissioners to stop here. U nfor
tunately they determined to rewrite a great part of the 
Prayer Book. It was a bold undertaking; for in general 
the style of that volume is such as cannot be improved. 
The English Liturgy indeed gains by being compared 
even with those fine ancient Liturgies from which it 
is to a great extent taken. The essential qualities of 
devotional eloquence, conciseness, majestic simplicity, 
pathetic earnestness of supplication, sobered by a pro
found reverence, are common between the translations 
and the originals. But in the subordinate graces of 
diction the originals must be allowed to be far inferior 
to the translations. And the reason is obvious. The 
technical phraseology of Christianity did not become Ii. 
part of the Latin language till that language had passed 
the age of maturity and was sinking into barbarism. 
But the technical phraseology of Christianity was found 
in the Anglosaxon and in the Norman French, long 
before the union of those two dialects had produced a 
third dialect superior to either. The Latin of the Roman 
Catholic services, therefore, is Latin in the last stage of 
decay. The English of our services is English in all 
the vigour and suppleness of early youth. To the great 
Latin writers, to Terence and Lucretius, to Cicero and 
Cresar, to Tacitus and Quintilian, the noblest compo
sitions of Ambrose and Gregory would have seemed to 
be, not merely bad writing, but senseless gibberish. * 
The diction of our Book of Common Prayer, on the 

• It is curious to consider how cessabili voce proclamant, Sanctus, 
those great masters of the Latin Sanctus,. Sanctus,' Dominus Deus 
tongue who used to sup with Mrecenas Sabaoth;" or by" Ideo cum angelis 
and Pollio would have been perplexed et archangelis, cum thronis et domi
by "Tibi Cherubim et Seraphim in- naiionibus." 
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CHAP. other hand, has directly or indirectly contributed to 
XIV. form the diction of almost every great English writer, 
,689. and has extorted the admiration of the most accom

plished infidels and of the most accomplished noncon", 
formists, of such men as David Hume and Robert Hall. 

The style of the Liturgy, however, did not satisfy the 
Doctors of the Jerusalem Chamber. They voted the 
Collects too short and too dry: and Patrick was in
trusted with the duty of expanding and ornamenting 
them. In one respect, at least, the choice seems to have 
been unexceptionable; for, if we judge by the way in 
which Patrick paraphrased the most sublime Hebrew 
poetry, we shall probably be of opinion that, whether 
he was or was not qualified to make the collects better, 
no man that ever lived was more competent to make 
them longer.*' 

The Con- It mattered little, however, whether the recommend. 
~~:~!~~ of . ations of the Commission were good or bad. They 
vcince of were all doomed before they were known. The writs 

anterbury • h C . f h . f C summoned. summomng t e onvocatlOn 0 t e prOVInCe 0 anter-
~~~'(j:~;:. bury had been issued; and the clergy were every where 

in a state of violent excitement. They had just taken 
the oaths, and were smarting from the earnest reproofs 

'" I will give two specimens of 
Patrick's workmanship ... He maketh 
me," says David, "to lie down in 
green pastures: he leadeth me be
side the still waters." Patrick's ver_ 
sion is as follows: "For as a good 
lihepherd leads his sheep in the 
violent heat to shady places, where 
they may lie down and feed (not in 
parched, but) in fresh' and green 
pastures, and in the evening leads 
them (not to muddy and troubled 
waters, but) to pure ,and quiet 
streams; so hath he already made a 
fair and plentiful provision for me, 
which I enjoy in peace without any 
disturbance." 

In the Song of Solomon is an ex": 

quisitely beautiful verse. "I charge 
you, 0 daughters of Jerusalem, if 
ye find my beloved, that ye tell him 
that I am sick of love." Patrick's _ 
version runs thus: "So I turned 
myself to those of my neighbours 
and familiar acquaintance who were 
awakened hy my cries to come and 
see what the matter was; and con
jured them, as they would answer it 
to God, that, if they met with my 
beloved, they would let him know
What shall I say?-What shall I 
desire you to tell him but that I do 
not enjoy myself now that I want 
his company, nor can be well tilll 
recover his love again? .. 
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of nonjurors, from the insolent taunts of Whigs, ind CHA P. 

often undoubtedly from the stings of remorse. The· XIV. 

announcement that a Convocation was to sit for the 1689. 
purpose of deliberating on a plan of comprehension 
roused all the strongest passions of the priest who had 
just complied with the law, and was ill satisfied or half 
satisfied with himself for complying. He had an op~ 
portunity of contributing to defeat a favourite scheme 
of that government which had exacted from him, under 
severe penalties, a submission not easily to be reconciled 
to his conscience or his pride. He had an opportunity 
of signalising his zeal for that Church whose character-
istic doctrines he had been accused of deserting for 
lucre. She was now, he conceived, threatened by Q. 

danger as great as that of the preceding year. The 
Latitudinarians of 1689 were not less eager to humble 
and to ruin her than the Jesuits of 1688. The Tole· 
ration Act had done for the Dissenters quite as much 
as was compatible. with her dignity and security; and' 
nothing more ought to be conceded, not the hem of one 
of her vestments, not an epithet from the beginning to 
the end of her Liturgy.. All the reproaches which had 
been thrown on the ecclesiastical commission of James 
were transferred to the ecclesiastial commission of Wil· 
liam. The two commissions indeed had nothing but 
the name in common. But the name was assoCiated 
with illegality and oppression, with the violation of 
dwellings and the confiscation of freeholds, and waS 
therefore assiduously sounded with no small effect by 
the tongues of the spiteful in the ears of the ignorant. 

The King too, it was said,was not sound. He con- The clergy 

fi d . d d h ·hli h d h' b hi· ill affected orme ill ee to t e esta s e wors Ip; ut s was towards 

a local and occasional conformity. For some. teremo~ the King. 

nies to which High Churchmen were attached he had a 
distaste which he was at no pains to conceal. One of 
his first acts had been to give orders that in his private 
chapel the service should be said instead of being sung; 
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and this arrangement, though warranted by' the rubric, 
caused mu.ch murmuring. *' It was known that he was 
so profane as to sneer at a practice which had been' 
sanctioned by high ecclesiastical authority, the practice 
of touching for the scrofula. This ceremony had come 
down almost unaltered from the darkest of the dark 
ages to the time of Newton and Locke. The Stuarts 
frequently dispensed the healing influences in the Ban
queting House. The days on which this miracle was 
to be wrought were fixed at sittings of the Privy Council, 
and were solemnly notified by the clergy in all the parish 
churches of the realm. t When the appointed time came" 
several divines in full canonicals stood round the canopy 
of state. The surgeon of the royal. household introduced 
the sick. A passage from the sixteenth chapter of the 
Gospel of Saint :Mark was read. When the words, " They 
shall lay their hands on the sick, and they shall recover," 
had been pronounced, there was a pause, and one 
'of the sick was brought up to the King. His Majesty 
stroked the ulcers and swellings, and hung· round the 
patient's neck a white riband to which was fastened a 
gold coin. The other sufferers were then led' up in 
succession; and, as each was touched, the chaplain re
peated the incantation, "They shall lay their hands 
on the sick, and they shall recover." Then came the 
epistle, prayers, antiphonies and a benediction. The 
service may still be found in the prayer books of the . 
reign of Anne. Indeed it was not till some time after 
the accession of George the First that the University 
of Oxfor~ ceased to reprint the Office of Healing to
gether wlth the Liturgy. Theologians of eminent 
learning, ability, and virtue gave the sanction of their 
authority to this mummery t; and, what is stranger 

• William's dislike of the Cathe
dral service is sarcastically noticed 
by Leslie in the Rehearsal, NO.7. 
See also a Letter from a Member 
of the House of Commons to his 

Friend in the Country, 1689, and 
Bisset's Modern Fanatic, 17]0. 

t See the Order in Council of 
Jan. 9.1683. 

:j: See Collier's Desertion dis-
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still, medical men of high note believed, or affected· 
to believe, in the balsamic virtues of th~ royal .hand. 
We must suppose that every surgeon who. attended 
Charles the Second was a man of high repute for 
skill; and more than one of the surgeons who at~. 
tended Charles the Second has left us.a solemn pro
fession of faith in the King's miraculous PQwel". One of 
them is not ashamed to tell us that the gift Was com
municated by the unction administered at the coronation; 
that the cures were so numerous and sometimes so rapid· 
that they could not be attributed to any natural cause;· 
that the failures were to be ascribed to want of faith on 
the part of the patients.; that Charles once handled a 
scrofulous Quaker and made him a healthy man and a 
sound Churchman in s. moment; that, if those who had 
been healed lost or sold the piece of gold which had been 
hung round their necks, the ulcers broke forth aga4t, and 
could be removed only by a second touch and a. second 
talisman. We cannot wonder that, when men of sci
ence gravely repeated such nonsense, the vulgar should 
believe it.: Still less can we wonder that wretches 
tortured by a disease over which natural remedies had' 
no power should eagerly drink in tales of preternatural 
cures: for nothing is so credulous as misery. The crowds 
which repaired to the palace on the days of healing were 
immense. Charles the Second, in the course· of his 
reign; touched near a hundred thousand persons. The 
number seems to have increased or diminished as the 
king's popularity rose or fell. During that. Tory. 
reaction which followed the dissolution of the Oxford 
Parliament, the press to get near him was terrific~ I~ 

cussed, 1689. Thomas Carte, wbq the Pretender bad ~ured the scro. 
was a disciple, and. at one.time, aD fula, and very . gravely inferred that 
assistant of Collier, inserted, so late the \1ealing virtue was transmitted by 
as the year t 747. in a bulky His- inheritance, and was quite indepen. 
tory of England, an exquisitely ab- dent of any unction. See Carte'~ 
surd Dote, in which he assured the HistQry of Epgland. vol. i. page 
world that, to bis certain knowledge, ~91. . 
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1682, 'he performed the rite eight thousand five hundreJ 
times. In 1684, the throng was such that six or seven 
of the sick were trampled to death. James, in one of his 
progresses, touched eight hundred persons in the choir 
of the Cathedral of Chester. The expense of the cere~ 
mony was little less than ten thousand pounds a year, 
and would have been much greater but for the vigi~ 
lance of the royal surgeons, whose business it was to 
examine the applicants, and to distinguish those. who 
came for the cure from those who came for the gold.* 

William had too much sense to be duped, and too 
much honesty to bear a part in what he knew to be an 
imposture. " It is a silly superstition," he exclaimed, 
when he.heard that, at the close of Lent, his palace was 
besieged by a crowd of the sick: "Give the poor crea~ 
tures some money, and send them away." t On one 
single occasion he was importuned into laying his hand 
on a patient. "God give you better health," he said, 
" and more sense." The parents of scrofulous children 
cried out against his cruelty: bigots lifted up their 
hands and eyes in horror at his impiety: J acobites 
sarcastically praised him for not presuming to arrogate 
to himself a power which belonged only to legitimate 
sovereigns; and even some Whigs thought that he acted 
unwisely in treating with such marked contempt a su
per~tition which had a strong hold on the vulgar mind: 
but William was not to be moved, and was accordingly_ 

• See the Preface to a Treatise Evelyn's Diary, March 28. 1684; 
on Wounds, by Richard Wiseman . and Bishop Cartwright's Diary, Au
Sergeant Chirurgeon to His Ma~ gust 28, 29, and SO. 1687. It is 
jesty, 1676. But the fullest inform- incredible that so large a propor_ 
ation ou this curious subject will tion of the population should have 
be found in the Charisma Basili- been really scrofulous. No doubt 
con, by John Browne, Chirurgeon many persons who had slight and 
in ordinary to His Majesty, 1084. transient maladies were brought to 
See ~so The ?eremonies used in the king, and the recovery of these 
the Time of Kmg Henry VII. for persons kept up the vulgar belief in 
the Healing of them that be Diseased. the efficacy of his touch. 
with the King's Evil, published by t Paris Gazette April 23. 1689.' 
His Majesty'. Command, 1686. ' 
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set down by many High Churchmen as either an infidel CHAP. 
or a puritan.. XIV. 

The chief cause, however, which at this time made 1689. 

even the most moderate plan of comprehension hateful The clergy 

h . h d till . b . d Wh exaspe-, to t e prIest 00 s remams to e mentlone . at rated 

Burnet had foreseen and foretold had come to. pass. ti1=t!~: 
There was throughout the clerical profession a strong by t~e pro· 

di . . ali h P b . fE 1 d ceedmgsof SposltlOn to ret ate on teres ytel'lans 0 ng an the Scotch 

the wrongs of the Episcopalians of Scotland. It could ;:,~~yte. 
not ~e denied that even the highest churchmen had, in . 
the summer of 1688, generally declared themselves will-
ing to give up many things for the sake of union. But 
it was said, and not without plausibility, that :what was 
passing on the, other side of the Border proved union on 
any reasonable terms to be impossible. With what 
face, it was asked, can those who will make no. conces-
sion to us where we are weak, blame us for refusing to 
make any concession to them where we are strong? 

. We cannot judge correctly of the principles and feelings 
of a sect from the professions which it makes in a time 
of feebleness and suffering. U we would know what 
the Puritan spirit really is, we must observe the Puritan 
when he is dominant. He was dominant here in the 
last generation; and his little finger was thicker than 
the loins' of the prelates. He drove hundreds of quiet 
students from their cloisters, and thousll,nds of respect~ 
able divines from their parsonages, for the crime of re
fusing to sign his Covenant. No tenderness was shown 
to learning, to genius or to sanctity. Such men as 
Hall and Sanderson, Chillingworth and Hammond, were. 
not only plundered, but. flung into prisons, and exposed 
to all the rudeness of brutal gaolers .. · It was made a 
crime to read fine psalms and prayers bequeathe4 to the· 

'* See Whiston·s Life of himself. touched was cured·, notwithstanding 
Poor Whiston, who believed in every : His Majesty'~ 'ivant of faith. See. 
thing but the Trinity; tells us gravely also the Athenian Mercury of J~ 
that tbe single penon whom William nuary 16. 1691, 

VOL. III. I I 
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faithful by Ambrose and Chrysostom. At length the 
nation became weary of the reign of the saints. The 
fallen dynasty and the fall€n hierarchy were restored. 
The Puritan was in his turn subjected to disabilities 
and penalties; and he immediately found out that it 
was barbarous to punish men fo1' entertaining con
scientious scruples about a garb, about a ceremony, 
about the functions of ecclesiastical officers. His pi
teous complaints and his arguments in favour of tole
ration had at length imposed on many well meaning 
persons. Even zealous churchmen had begun to enter
tain a hope that the severe discipline which he had un
dergone had made him candid, moderate, ~haritable. 
Had this been really so, it would doubtless have been 
our duty to treat his scruples with extreme tender
ness. But, while we were considering what we could do 
to meet his wishes in England, he had obtained ascen
dency in Scotland; and, in an instant, he was all him
self again, bigoted, 'insolent, and cruel. Manses had 
been sacked; churches shut up; prayer books burned; 
sacred garments torn; congregations dispersed by vio
lence; priests hustled, pelted, pilloried, driven forth, 
with their wives and babes, to beg or die of hunger. 
That these outrages were to be imputed, not to a few 
lawless marauders, but to the great body of the Pres
byterians of Scotland, was evident from the fact that 
the government had not dared either to inflict punish
ment on the offenders or to grant relief to the sufferers. 
Was it not fit then that the Church of England should 
take warning? Was it reasonable to ask her to muti- ' 
late her apostolical polity and her beautiful ritual for 
the purpose of conciliating those who wanted nothinO' 

b 
but power to rabble her as they had rabbled her sister? 
Already these men had obtained a boon which they ill 
deserved, and which they never would have granted. 
They worshipped God in perfect security. Their meet
ing houses were as effectually protected as the choirs 
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of our cathedrals. While no episcopal minister could, CHAP. 

without putting his life in jeopardy, officiate· in Ayr- XIV. 

shire or Renfrewshire, a hundred Presbyterian minis- 1689· 
ters preached unmolested every Sunday in Middlesex. 
The legislature had, with a generosity perhaps impru-
dent, granted toleration to the most intolerant of men; 
and with toleration it behoved them to be content. 

Thus several causes conspired to inflame the parochial Cc.nstitu· 

I . h h f h·· Th· don oftha C ergy agamst t e sc eme 0 compre enslOn. eIr Convoca. 

temper was such that, if the plan framed in the Je- tion. 

rusalem Chamber had been directly submitted to them, 
it would have been rejected by a majority of twenty 
to one. But in the Convocation their weight bore no 
proportion to their number. The Convocation has, hap-
pily for our country; been so long utterly insignificant 
that, till a recent period, none but curious students 
cared to inquire how it was constituted; and even 
now many persons, not generally ill informed, imagine 
it to have been a council representing the Church 
of England. In truth the Convocation so often men-
tioned in our ecclesiastical history is merely the synod 
of the Province of ·Canterbury, and never had a right 
to speak in the name of the whole clerical body. 
The Province of York had also its convocation: but, 
till the eighteenth century was far advanced, the Pro-
vince of York was generally so poor, so rude, and so 
thinly peopled, that, in political importance, it could 
hardly be considered as more than a. tenth part of 
the kingdom. The sense of the Southern clergy was 
therefore popularly considered as the sense of the 
whole profession. When- the formal concurrence of 
the Northern clergy was required, it seems to have 
been given as a matter of course. Indeed the canons 
passed by the Convocation of Canterbury in 1604 were 
ratified by James· the First, and were ordered to be 
strictly observed in every part of the kingdom, two years 
before the Convocation of York went through the fonI\. 

112 
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CHAP. of approving them. Since these ecclesiastical councils 
XIV. became mere names, a great change has taken place in 
] 689. the relative position of the two Archbishoprics. In all 

the elements of power, the region beyond Trent is 
now at least a third part of England. When in our 
own time the representative system was adjusted to 
the altered state of the country, . almost all the small 
boroughs which it was necessary to disfranchise were in 
the south. Two thirds of the new members given to 
great provincial towns were given to the north. If 
therefore· any English government should suffer the 
Convocations, as now constituted, to meet for the de
spatch of business, two independent synods would be 
legislating at the same time for one Church. It is by 
no means impossible that one assembly might adopt 
canons which the other might reject, that one assem
bly might condemn as heretical propositions which 
the other might hold to be orthodox.*' In the seven
teenth century no such danger was apprehended. So 
little indeed was the Convocation of York then con
sidered, that the two Houses of Parliament had, in their 
address to William, spoken only of one Convocation, 
which they called the Convocation of the Clergy of the 
Kingdom. 

The body which they thus not very accurately de
signated is divided into two Houses. The Upper 
House is composed of. the Bishops of the Province of 
Canterbury. The Lower House consisted, in 1689, of 
a hundred and fotty four members. Twenty two Deans 
and fifty four Archdeacons sate there in virtue of their 
offices. Twenty four divines sate as proctors for twenty 

'" I Ii several recent publications less likely to differ than two Houses 
the apprehension that differences of the same Convocation; and it is 
might arise between the Convoca- matter of notoriety that, in the 
tion of York and the Convocation reigns of ''Villiam the Third and 
of Canterbury has been contemptu- Anne, the two Houses of the Con
ously pronounced chimerical. But vocation of Canterbury scarcely ever 
it is not easy to understand why two agreed. 
independent Convocations should be 
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four chapters. Only forty four proctors were elected CHAP. 

by the eight thousand parish priests of the twenty two XIV. 

dioceses. These forty four proctors, however, were 1689· 

almost all of one mind. The elections had in former Election of 
. b d t d' th . d d members tImes een con uc e In e most qUlet an ecorous of Convo-

manner. But on this occasion the canvassing was cation. 

eager: the contests were sharp: Rochester, the leader 
of the party which in the House of Lords had opposed 
the Comprehension Bill, and his brother Clarendon, who 
.had refused to take the oaths, had gone to Oxford, the 
head "quarters of that party, for the purpose of. ani~ 
mating and organizing the opposition.... The represen-
tatives of the parochial clergy must have been men 
whose chief distinction was their zeal: for in the whole 
list can be found not a single illustrious name, and 
very few names which are now known even to curi-
ous students. t The official members of the Lower 
House, among whom were many distinguished scholars 
and preachers, seem.· to have been not very unequally 
divided. 

During the summer of 1689 sev~ral high ecclesias- 1?c!)lesias

tical dignities became vacaIl:t, and were bestowed OI;l. }~:.~~
divines who were sitting in the Jerusalem Chamber. bestowed. 

It has already been mentioned that Thomas, Bishop of 
Worcester, died just before the day fixed for taking 
the oaths. Lake, Bishop of Chichester, lived just long 
enough to refuse them, and with his last breath de-
clared that he would maintain even at the stake the 
doctrine of indefeasible hereditary right. The see of 
Chichester was :filled by Patrick, that of Worcester by 
Stillingtleet; and the deanery of Saint Paul's which Stil-

• Birch's Life of Tillotson; Life appended to the second edition of 
of Prideaux. From ClareDllon's Vox CIeri, 1690. The most consi_ 
Diary, it appears that he and Ro- derable name that 1; perceive in the 
chester were at Oxford on the 23rd list of proctors chosen by the pa
of September. rochial clergy is that of Dr. John 

t See the Roll in the Historical Mill, the editor of the Greek Tea
Account of the present Convocation, tament. 

J I J 
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ling:fl.eet quitted was given to Tillotson. That Tillot
son was not raised to the episcopal bench excited some 
surprise. But in truth it was because the government 
held his services in the highest estimation that he was 
suffered to remain a little longer a simple presbyter. 
The most important office in the Convocation was that 
of Prolocutor of the Lower House. The Prolocutor 
was to be chosen by the members: and the only mo
derate man who had a chance of being chosen was Til
lotson. It had in fact been already determined that 
°he should be the next Archbishop of Canterbury. 
When he went to kiss hands for his new deanery he 
warmly thanked the King. "Your Majesty has now 
set me at ease for the remainder of my life." "No 
such thing, Doctor, I assure you," said William. He 
then plainly intiml~.ted that, whenever Sancroft should 
cease to fill the highest ecclesiastical station, Tillotson 
would succeed to it. Tillotson stood aghast; for his 
nature was quiet and unambitious: he was beginning to 
feel the infirmities of old age: he cared little for money: 
of worldly advant!1ges those which he most valued were 
an honest fame and the g~neral good will of mankind: 
those advantages he already possessed; and he could 
not but be aware that, if he became primate, he should 
incur the bitterest hatred of a powerful party, and 
should become a mark for obloquy, from which his 
gentle and sensitive nature shrank as from the rack or 
the wheel. William was earnest and resolute. "It is 
necellsary," he said, "for my service; and I must lay 
on your conscience the responsibility of refusing me 
your help." Here the conversation ended. It was, 
indeed, not necessary that the point should be imme
diately decided; for several months were still to elapse 
before the Archbishopric would be vacant. 

Tillotson bemoaned himself with unfeigned anxiety 
and sorrow to Lady Russell, whom, of all human beings, 
he most honoured and trusted.*' He hoped, he said, 

'* Tillotson to Lady Russell, April 19. 1690. 
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that he was not inclined to shrink from the' serviGe of CHAP. 

the Church; but he was convinced that his prese:nt line XIV. 

of service was that in which he could be most useful. ·1689. 
If he should be forced to accept so high and so invidiou~ 
a post as the primacy, he should soon sink under the 
load of duties and anxieties too heavy for his strength. 
His spirits, and with his spirits his abilities, would fail 
him. He gently complained of Burnet, who loved and 
admired him with a truly generous heartiness, and who 
had laboured to persuade both the King and Queen 
that there was in England only one man :6.t for the 
highest ecclesiastical dignity. "The Bishop of Salis-
bury," said Tillotson, "is one of the best and worst 
friends that I know." 

Nothing that was not a secret to Burnet was likely C,ompton 

to be long a secret to any body. It soon began to be ~~~~: 
whispered ahout that the King had, tixed on Tillotson 
to fill the place of Sancroft.The news caused crueJ 
mortification to Compton, who, not unnaturally, con-
ceived that his own da.iJDs were ~rivalled. He had 
educated the Queen and her l3ister; and to the instruc-
tion which they had received from him might fairly be 
ascribed, at least in part, the firmness with which, in 
spite of the influence of their father, they ];lad adhered 

. to the established religion. qompton waS, moreover, 
the only prelate who, dl)l'ing the late reign, ,had raised 
his voice in Parliament against. the p.ispensing. power, 
the only prelate who had been suspended by the High 
Commission, the only prelate who had signed the in
vitation to the Prince of Orange, the only prelate·who 
had actually taken arms against Popery and arbitrary 
power, the only prelate, save one, who had voted 
against a Regency. Among the ecclesiastics of the 
Province of Canterbury who had taken the oaths, he 
was highest in rank. He had therefore held, during 
some months, a vicarious primacy: he had crowned 
the new Sovereigns: he had consecrated the new 

I I 4 



488 

CHAP. 
XIV. 

1689. 

The Con
vocation 
meets. 

HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

'Bishops: he was about to preside in the Convocation. 
It may be added, that he was the son of an Earl; and 
that no person of equally high birth then sate, or 
had ever sate, since the Reformation, on the episcopal 
bench. That the government should put over his head 
a priest of his own diocese, who was the son of a York
shire clothier, and who was distinguished only byabi
lities and virtues, was provoking; and Compton, though 
by no means a badhearted man, was much provoked. 
Perhaps his vexation was increased by the reflection 
that he had, for the sake of those by whom he was thus 
slighted, done some things which had strained his con
science and sullied his reputation, that he had at one 
time practised the disingenuous. arts of a diplomatist, 
and at another time given scandal to his brethren by 
wearing the buff coat and jackboots of a trooper. He 
could not accuse Tillotso:p. of inordinate ambition. But, 
though Tillotson was most unwilling to accept the 
Archbishopric himself, he did not use his influence in 
favour of Compton, but earnestly recommended Stilling
fleet as the man fittest to preside over the Church of 
England. The consequence was that, on the eve of 
the meeting of Convocation, the Bishop who was to be 
at the head of the Upper House became the personal 
enemy of the presbyter whom the government wished 
to see at the head of the Lower House. This quarrel 
added new difficulties to difficulties which little needed 
any addition.:tt: 

It was not till the twentieth of November that the Con
vocation met for the despatch of business. The place of 
meeting had generally been Saint Paul's Cathedral. But 
Saint Paul's Cathedral was slowly rising from its ruins; 
and, though the dome already towered ~igh above the 

.. Birch's Life of. Tillotson. The Henry Wharton, and is confirmed 
account there given of the coldness by many circumstances which are 
between Compton and Tillotson was known from other sources of in
taken by Birch from the 1\1SS. of telligence. 
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hundred steeples of the City, the choir had not yet CHAP. 

been opened for public worship. The assembly there- XIV. 

fore sate at Westminster." A table was placed in the 1689· 

beautiful chapel of Henry the Seventh. Compton was 
in the chair. On his right and left those suffragans of 
Canterbury who nad taken the oaths were ranged in 
gorgeous vestments of scarlet and miniver. Below the 
table was assembled the crowd of presbyters. Beveridge 
preached a Latin sermon, in which he warmly eulogized 
the existing system, and yet declared himself favour. 
able to a moderate reform. Ecclesiastical laws were, 
he said, of two kinds. Some laws were fundamental 
and eternal: they derived their authority from God; 
nor could any religiou.s community repeal them with-
out ceasing to form a part of the universal Church. 
Other laws were local and temporary. They had been 
framed by human wisdom, and might be altered by 
human wisdom. They ought not indeed to be altered 
without grave reasons. But surely, at that moment, 
such reasons were not wanting. To unite iii scattered 
flock in one fold under one shepherd, to remove stum-
bling blocks from the path of the weak, to reconcile 
hearts long estranged, to restore spiritual discipline to 
its primitive vigour, to place the best and purest of 
Christian societies on a base broad enough to stand 
against all the attacks of earth and hell, these were 
objects which might well justify some modification, not 
of Catholic institutions, but of national or provincial 
usages·t 

The Lower House, having heard this discourse, pro- The High 

ceeded to appoint a Prolocutor. Sharp, who was pro- ~~:r:~a_ 
bably put forward by the members favourable to a jority of 

h . h' . the Lower compre enslOn as one of the Ighest churchmen among House of 

them, proposed Tillotson. Jane, who had refused to ~~:.voca
act under the Royal Commission, was proposed on the 

• . Chamberlayne's State of Eng- t Concio ad Synodum per GIl~ 
land, 18th edition. lielmum Beveregium, 168g. 
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other side. Mter some animated discussion, Jane was 
elected by :fifty five votes to twenty eight .... 

The Prolocutor was formally presented to the Bishop 
of London, and made, according to ancient usage, a 
Latin oration. In this oration the Anglican Church 
was extolled as the most perfect of all institutions. 
There was a very intelligible intimation that no change 
whatever in her doctrine, her discipline, or her ritual 
was required; and the discourse concluded wjth Ii most 
significant sentence. Compton, when a few months 
before he exhibited himself in the somewhat unclerical 
character of a colonel of horse, had ordered the colours 
of his regiment to be embroidered with the well known 
words "N olumus leges Anglire mutari" j and with 
these words Jane closed his peroration. t 

Still the Low Churchmen did not relinquish all hope. 
They very wisely determined to begin by proposing to 
substitute lessons taken from the canonical books for 
the lessons taken from the Apocrypha. It should seem 
that this was a suggestion which, even if there had not 
been a single dissenteJ: in the kingdom, might well have 
been received with favour. For the Church had, in 
her sixth Article, declared that the canonical books 
were, and that the Apocryphal books were not, entitled 
to be called Holy Scriptures, and to he regarded as the 
rule of faith. . Even this reform, however, the High 
Churchmen were determined to oppose. They asked, in 
pamphlets which covered the counters of Paternoster 
Rowand Little Britain, why country congregations 
should be deprived of the pleasure ·of hearing about the 
ball of pitch with which Daniel choked the dragon, and 
about the fish whose liver gave forth such a fume as 
sent the devil flying from Ecbatana to Egypt. And 
were there not chapters of .the Wisdom of the Son of 
Sirach far more interesting and edifying than the ge-

• Narcissus Luttrell's Diary; t Kennet's History, iii. 55~. 
Historical Account of the Present 
Convocation. 
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nealogies and muster rolls which made up a large part CHAP. 

of the Chronicles ·of the J e'Wish Kings and of the nar- XIV. 

rative of Nehemiah?- No grave divine however would 1689. 

have liked tomainta.in, in Henry the Seventh's Cha-
pel, that it was impossible to find, in many hundreds 
of pages dictated by the Holy :Spirit, fifty or sixty 
chapters more edifying than any- thing which could 
be extracted from the works of the most respectable 
uninspired moralist .or historian. The leaders of the 
majority therefore determined to shun a debate in 
which they must have been reduced to a disagree-
able dilemma. Their plan was, not to reject the re
commendations of the Commissioners, but to prevent 
those recommendations from' being discussed; and 
with this view a system of tactics was adopted which 
proved successful. . 

The law, as it .had been interpreted du,rlng a long 
course of years, prohibited the Convocation from even 
deliberating on any ecclesiastical ordinance without a 
previous warrant from the Crown. :Such a warrant, 
sealed with the .great seal, was brought in form to 
Henry the Seventh's Chapel by Nottingham. He .at 
the same time delivered a message from the King. His 
Majesty exhorted the assembly to consider calmly and 
without prejudice the recommendations of the Commis
sion, and declared that he had nothing in view but the 
honour and advantage of the Protestant religion in 
genera], and of the Church of England in particular. $ 

The Bishops speedily agreed on an address of thanks Difference 

for the royal message, and requested the concurrence of ~;!';~e: 
the Lower House. Jane and his .adherents raised ob- Houses of 
• t' afi b" F' h !aim d he .. ConvocaJec IOn tel' 0 ~ectlOn. Irst t ey c e -t prlVI- tion. 

lege of presenting a separate address. When they were 
forced to waive this claim, they.refused to agree to any 
expression which imported that the Church of England 
had any fellowship. with any other Protestantcommu-

• Historical Account of the Present Convocation, 1689. 
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CHAP. nity. Amendments and reasons were "sent backward 
XIV. and forward. Conferences were held at which Burnet 
1689. on one side and Jane on the other were the chief 

speakers. At last, with great difficulty, a compromise 
was made; and an address, cold and ungracious com
pared with that which the Bishops had framed, was 
presented to the King in the Banqueting House. He 
dissembled his vexation, returned a kind answer, and 
intimated a hope that the assembly would now at length 
proceed to consider the great question of Comprehen- " 
sion.* 

The Lower Such however was not the intention of the leaders 
~~:~~c~~ of the Lower House. As soon as they were again in 
tion proves Henry the Seventh's Chapel, one of them raised a debate 
unmanage- b I .. B' h In' f h unfi rt t ble. a out t !e nonJurmg IS ops. spIte 0 teo una e 

scruple which those prelates entertained, they were 
"learned and holy men. Their advice might, at tms 
conjuncture, be of the greatest service to the Church. 
The Upper House was hardly an Upper House in the 
absence of the Primate and of many of his most respect
able suffragans. Could nothing be done to remedy this 
evil? t Another member complained of some pamphlets 
which had lately appeared, and in which the Convo
cation was not treated with proper deference. The 
assembly took fire. Was it not monstrous that this 
heretical and schismatical trash should be cried by the 
hawkers about the streets, and should be exposed to 
sale in the booths of Westminster Hall, within a hun
dred yards of the Prolocutor's chair? The work of 
mutilating the Liturgy and of turning cathedrals into 
conventicles might surely be postponed till the Synod 
had taken measures to protect its own freedom "and 
dignity. It was then debated how the printinO' of such 
scandalous books should be prevented. Someowere for 

.. Historical Account of the of William and Mary. 
Present Convocation; Burnet, ii. t Historical Account of the Pre-
5S.; Kennet's History of the Reign sent Convocation; "Kennet's History. 
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indictments, some for ecclesiastical censures. - In such 
deliberations as these week after week passed away. 
Not a single proposition tending to a Comprehension had 
been even discussed. Christmas was approaching. At 
Christmas there was to be a recess. The Bishops were 
desirous that, during the recess, a committee should sit 
to prepare business. The Lower House refused to con
sent. t That House, it was now evident, was fully de
termined not even to enter on the consideration ()f any 
part of the plan which had been framed by the Royal 
Commissioners. The proctors of the dioceses were in a 
worse humour than when they first came up to West
minster. Many of them had probably never before passed 
a week in the capital, and had not been aware how 
great the difference was between a town divine and a 
country divine. The sight of the luxuries and comforts 
enjoyed by the 'popular preachers of the city raised, 
not unnaturally, some sore feeling in a Lincolnshire or 
Caernarvonshire vicar who was accustomed to live as 
hardly as a small farmer. The very circumstance that 
the London clergy were generally for a comprehension 
made the representatives of the rural clergy obstinate on 
the other side.! The prelates were, as a body, sincerely 
desirous that some concession might be made to the 
nonconformists. But the prelates were utterly unable 

• Historical Account of the 
.Present Convocation; Kennet. 

t Historical Account of the 
Present Convocation. 

t That there was such a jea
lousy as I have described is ad
mitted in the pamphlet entitled 
Vox Cieri. "Some country minis
ters, now of the Convocation, do 
now see in what great ease and 
plenty the City ministers lJ.ve, who 
have their readers and lectprers, and 
freqnen t supplies, and sometimes 
tarry in the vestry till prayers be 
ended, and have great dignities in 

the Church, besides their rich pa
rishes in the City." The author of 
this tract, once widely celebr\ted, 
was Thomas Long, proctor for "the 
clergy of the diocese of Exeter. In 
another pamphlet, published at this 
time, the rural clergy men are said to 
have seen with an evil eye their 
London brethren refreshing them
selves with sack after preaching. 
Several satirical allusions to the 
fable of the Town Mouse and the 
Country Mouse will be found "in the 
pamphlets of that winter. 
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CHAP. to curb the mutinous democracy. They were few in 
XIV. number. Some of them were objects of extreme dislike 
1689. to the parochial clergy. The President had not the 

full authority of a primate; nor was he sorry to see those 
who had, as he conceived, used him ill, thwarted and 

The Con- mortified. It wa,s necessary to yield. The Convocation 
vocationed. was prorogued for six weeks. When those six weeks 
prorogu • 

had expired, it 'was prorogued agam; and many years 
elapsed before it was permitted to transact business. 

So ended, and for ever, the hope that the Church 
of England might be induced to make some concession 
to the scruples of the nonconformists. A learned 
and respectable minority of .the clerical order relin
quished that hope with deep regret. Yet in a very 
short time even Burnet and Tillotson found reason to 
believe that their defeat was really an escape, and 
that victory would have been a disaster. . A reform, 
such as, in the days of Elizabeth, would have united 
the great body of English Protestants, would, in the 
days of 'William, have alienated more hearts than it 
would have conciliated. The schism which the oaths 
had produced was, as yet, insignificant. Innovations 
such as those proposed by the Royal Commissioners 
would have given it a terrible importance. As yet a 
laYman,. though he might think the proceedings of the 
Convention unjustifiable, and though he might applaud 
the virtue of the nonjuring clergy, still continued to sit 
under the accustomed pulpit, and to kneel at the accus
to~ed altar. But if, just at this conjuncture, while 
his mind was irritated by what he thought the wrong 
done to his favourite divines, and while he was per
haps doubting whether he ought not to follow them, 
his ears and eyes had been shocked by changes in the 
worship to which he was fondly attached, if the com
positions of the doctors of the Jerusalem Chamber had 
taken the place of the old collects, if he had seen clergy
men without surplices carrying the chalice and the paten 
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up and down the aisle to seated communicants, the tie 
which bound him to the Established Church would have 
been dissolved. He would have repaired to some non
juring assembly, where 'the service which he loved was 
performed without mutilation. The new sect, which as 
yet consisted ahnost exclusively of priests, would soon 
have been swelled by numerous and large congregations; 
and in those congregations would have been found a 
much greater proportion of the opulent, of the highly 
descended, and of the highly educated, than any other 
body of dissenters could show. The Episcopal schis
matics, thus reinforced, would probably have been as 
formidable to the new King and his successors as ever 
the Puritan schismatics had been to the princes of the 
House of Stuart. It is an indisputable and a. most 
instructive fact, that w.e are, in . a great measure, in
debted for the civil and religious liberty which we enjoy 
to the pertinacity with which the High Church party,. 
in the Convocation of 1689, refused even to deliberate 
on any plan of Comprehension .... 

• Burnet, ii. 88, 84. The best nar- Laici; Vox Regis et Regni; the 
ratives of what passed in this Con- Healing Attempt; the Letter to a 
vocation are the Historical Account Friend, by Dean Prideaux; the Let
appended to the second edition of ter from a Minister in the Country to 
Vox CIeri, and the passage in Ken- a Member of the Convocation; the 
net's History to which I have aI- Answer to the Merry Answer to Vox 
ready referred the reader, The CIeri; the Remarks from the Country 
former narrative is by a very high upon two Letters relating. to the 
churchman, the latter by a very low Convocation; the Vindication of the 
churchman. Those who are desirous Letters in answer to Vox CIeri; tbe 
of obtaining fuller information must Answer to the Country Minister's, 
consult the contemporary pamphlets. Letter. All these tracta appeared 
Among them arl: Vox Populi; Vox late in 1689 or early in 1690. 
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.CHAPTER XV. 

CHAP. WHILE the Convocation was wrangling on one side of 
xv. Old Palace Yard, the Parliament was wrangling even 

1689. more fiercely on the other. The Houses, which had 
The Par- separated on the twentieth of August, had met again on liament 
meets. the nineteenth of October. On the day of meeting an 
Retire!'lent ~portant change struck every eye. Halifax was no of Halifax. 

longer on the woolsack. He had reason to expect that 
the persecution, from which in the preceding session he 
had narrowly escaped, would be renewed.. The events 
which had taken place during the recess, and especially 
the disasters of the campaign in Ireland, had furnished 
his persecutors with fresh means of annoyance. His 
administration had not been successful; and, though his 
failure was partly to be ascribed to causes against which 
no human wisdom could have contended, it was also 
partly to be ascribed to the peculiarities of his temper 
and of his intellect. It was certain that a large party 
in the Commons would attempt to remove him; and he 
could no longer depend on the protection of his master. 
It was natural that a prince who was emphatically 
a man of action should become weary of a minister 
who was a man of speculation. Charles, who went to 
Council as he went to the play, solely to be amused, 
was delighted with an adviser who had a hundred 
pleasant and ingenious things to say on both sides of 
every question. But William had no taste for dis
quisitions and disputations, however lively and subtle, 
which occupied much time and led to no conclusion. 
It was reported, and is not improbable,· that on one 
occasion he could not refrain from.expressing in sharp 
terms at the council board his impatience at what 
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seemed to him a morbid habit ofindecision.:tt Halifax, CHAP. 

mortified by his mischances in public life, dejected by .XV. 

domestic calamities, disturbed by apprehensions . of an 1689. 

impeachment, and no longer supported by royal fa-
vour, became sick of public life, and began to pine for 
the silence and solitude of his seat in N ottingham-
shire, an old Cistercian Abbey buried deep among 
woods. Early in October it was known that he would 
no longer preside in the Upper House. It was at .the 
same time whispered as a great secret that he meant 
to retire altogether from business, and that he re-
tained the Privy Seal only till a successor should be 
named. Chief Baron Atkyns was appointed Speaker of 
the Lords.t 

On some important points there appeared to be no Supplies 

difference of opinion ~ the legislature. The Commons voted. 

unanimously resolved that they would -stand by _ the 
King in the work of reconquering Ireland, and that 
they would .enable him· to prosecute with vigour the 
war against France.! With equal· unanimity they 
voted an extraordinary supply of two millions.§ It. 
was determined that the greater part of this sum should 
be levied by an assessment on real property. The rest 
was to be raised partly by a poll tax, and partly by 
new duties on tea, coffee and chocolate. It was pro~ 
posed that a hundred thousand pounds should be exacted 
from the Jews; and this proposition was at first favour .. 
ably received by the House: but difficulties arose. 
The Jews presented a petition in which they declared 
that they could not afford to pay such a sum, and that 

,. .. Halifax a eu une reprimande 
Bevere publiquement dans Ie conseil 
par Ie Prince d'Orange poUr avoir 
trop balance." - Avaux to De 
Croissy, Dublin, June a. 1689. 
"His mercurial wit," says Burnet, 
ii. 4., r< was not well suited with the 
King'a phlegm." 

t Clarendon's· Diary, Oct. 10. 
1689; Lords' Journals, Oct. 19. 
1689. 

:I: Commons' Journals, Oct. 24. 
1689. 

§ Commons' Journals, Nov. 2. 
1689. 

VOL. III. KK 
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they would rather leave the kingdom than stay there 
to be ruined. Enlightened politicians could not but 
perceive that special taxation, laid on a small class which 
happens to be rich, unpopular and defenceless, is really 
confiscation, and must ultimately impoverish rather 
than enrich the State. After some discussion, the Jew 
tax was abandoned.*' 

The Bill of Rights, which, in the last Session, had, 
after causing much altercation between the Houses, 
been suffered to drop, was again introduced, and was 
speedily passed. The peers no longer insisted that 
any person should be designated by name as successor 
to the crown, if Mary, Anne and William should all 
die without posterity. During eleven years nothing 
more was heard of. the claims of the House of Bruns
wick. 

The Bill of Rights contained some provisions which 
deserve special mention. The Convention had resolved 
that· it was contrary to the interest of the kingdom 
to be governed by a Papist, but had prescribed no test 
which could ascertain whether a prince was or was not 
a Papist. The defect was now supplied. It was enacted 
that every English sovereign should, in full Parliament, 
and at the coronation, repeat and subscribe the Decla
ration against Transubstantiation. 

It was also enacted that no person who should marry 
a Papist should, be capable of reigning in England, and 
that, if the Sovereign should marry a Papist, the sub
ject should be absolved from allegiance. Burnet boasts 
that this part of the Bill of Rights was his work. 
He had little reason to boast: for a more wretched 
specimen of legislative workmanship will not easily be 

• Commons' Journals, Nov. 7. ]842. The petition of the Jews 
19., Dec. 80. 1689. The rule of was not received, and is not men
the House then was that no petition tioned in the Journals. But some
eould be received against the impo- thing may be learned about it from 
ailicn of a tax. This rule was, Narcissus Luttrell's Diary and from 
after a very hard fight, rescinded in Grey's Debates, Nov. ]9. 1689. 
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found. In the first place, no test is prescribed. Whe
ther the consort of a Sovereign has taken the 'oath of 
supremacy, has signed the declaration against transub
stantiation, has communicated according to the ritual 
of the Church of England, are very simple issues of fact. 
But whether the consort of a Sovereign is or is not 
a Papist is a question about which people' may argue 
for ever. What is a Papist? The word is not a 
word of definite signification either in law or intheo~ 
logy. It is merely a popular nickname, and means very 
different things in different mouths. Is every person a 
Papist who is willing to concede to the Bishop of Rome 
a primacy among Christian prelates? If so, James the 
First, Charles the First, Laud, Heylyn, 'were Papists. * 
Or is the appellation to be confined to persons who 
hold the ultramontane doctrines touching the authority 
of the Holy See? If so, neither Bossuet nor Pascal 
was a Papist. 

What again is the legal effect of the words which 
absolve the subject from his allegiance? Is it meant 
that a. person arraigned for high treason may ,tender 
evidence to prove that the Sovereign has married a 
Papist? Would Thistlewood, for example, have been 
entitled to an acquittal, if he could have proved that 
King George the Fourth had married Mrs. Fitzherbert, 
and that Mrs. Fitzherbert was a Papist? It is not 
easy to believe that any tribunal would have' gone into 
such a question. Yet to what purpose is it to enact 

• James,.in the very treatise in negotiation with Rome, says: "So 
which he tried to prove the Pope that upon the point the Pope was to 
to be Antichrist, says: "For my- content himself among us in Eng
self, if that were yet the question, .land with a priority instead of a 
I would with all my heart give my superiority over other Bishops, aml 
consent that the' Bishop of Rome with Ii primacy instead of a supre_ 
should have the first seat." , There macy in theSe parts of Christendom, 
is a remarkable leIter on this subject which I conceive no man of learning 
written by James to Charles and and sobriety would have grudged to 
Buckingham, when they were in grant him." 
Spain. Heylyn, speaking of Laud's 

It It ~ 
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that in a certain case, the subject shall be absolved 
fro~ his allegiance, if the tribunal before which he is 
tried for a violation of his allegiance is not to go into 
the question whether that case has arisen? . 

The question of the dispensing power was treated 
in a very different manner, was fully considered, and 
was finally settled in the only way in which it could 
be settled. The Declaration of Right had gone no 
further than to pronounce that the dispensing power, 
as of late exercised, was illegal. That a certain dis
pensing power belonged to the Crown was a propo
sition sanctioned· by authorities and precedents of 
which even Whig lawyers could not speak without 
respect; but as to the precise extent of this power 
hardly any two jurists were agreed; and every attempt 
to frame a definition had failed. At length by the Bill 
of Rights the anomalous prerogative which had caused 
so many fierce disputes was absolutely and for ever 
taken away.* 

Inquiry In the House of Commons there was, as might have 
~~~:val. been expected, a series of sharp debates on the misfor

tunes of the autumn. The negligence or corruption 
of the Navy Board, the frauds of the contractors, the 
rapacity of the captains of the King's ships, the losses 
of the London merchants, were themes for many keen 
speeches. There was indeed reason for anger. A severe 
inquiry, conducted by William in person at the Trea
sury, had just elicited the fact that much of the salt with 
which the meat furnished to the fleet had been cured 
had been by accident mixed with galls such as are used 
for the purpose of making ink. The victuallers threw 
the blame on the rats, and maintained that the pro
visions thus seasoned, though certainly disagreeable to 
the palate, were not injurious to health. t The Com-

'* Stat. 1 W. & M. sess. i. c. 2. t Treasury Minute Book, Nov. 
S.1689. 
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mons were in no temper to listen to such excuses. .CHAP. 

Several persons who had been concerned in cheating xv. 
the government and poisoningtbe sailors were taken 1689. 
into custody by the Setjeant.... But no censure was 
passed on the chief offendert Torrington; nor does it 
appear that a single voice was raised against hi~. He 
had personal friends in both parties. He had many 
popular qualities. Even his vices were not those which 
excite public hatred. The people readily forgave a 
courageous openhanded sailor for being too fond of his 
bottle, his boon companions and his. mistresses, and 
did not sufficiently consider how great must. be the 
perils of a country of which the safety depends on a 
man sunk in indolence, stupi:fied. by wine, enervated 
by licentiousness, ruined by prodigality, and enslaved 
by sycophants and harlots. 

The sufferings of the army in Ireland called forth Inquiry 

strong expressions of sympathy and indignation. The ~~~d~~~ ot 
Commons did justice to the :firmness and wisdom with the Irish 

which Schomberg had conducted the most arduous of war. 

all campaigns. That he had not achieved more was 
attributed chiefly to the villany of the Commissariat. 
The pestilence itself, it was said, would have been no 
serious calamity if it had not been aggravated by the 
wickedness of man. The disease had generally spared 
those who had warm garments and bedding, and had 
swept away by thousands those who were thinly clad 
and who slept on the wet ground. Immense sums had 
been drawn out of the Treasury: yet the pay of the 
troops was in arrear. Hundreds of horses, tens of 
thousands of shoes, had. been paid for by the public: 
yet the baggage was left behind for' want of beasts 
to draw it; and the soldiers were marching barefoot 
through the mire. Seventeen hundred pounds had 

• Commons' Journals and Grey'. Debatell. Nov. IS, 14. 18. 19. 23. 
28.1689· . 

Kif S 
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been charged to the government for medicines: yet the 
common drugs with which every apothecary in the 
smallest market town was provided were -not to be 
found in the plaguestricken camp. The cry against 
Shales was loud. An address was carried to the throne, 
requesting that he. might be se?t for to England, a.nd 
that his accounts and papers mIght be secured. WIth 
this request the King readily complied; but the Whig 
majority was not satisfied. By whom had Shales been 
recommended for so important a place as that of Com
missary General? He had been a favourite at White
hall in the worst times. He had been zealous for the 
Declaration of Indulgence. Why had this creature of 
James been entrusted with the business of catering for 
the army of William? It was proposed by some of 
those who were bent on driving all Tories and Trim
mers from office to ask His Majesty by whose advice 
a man so undeserving of the royal confidence had been 
employed. The most moderate and judicious Whigs 
pointed out the indecency and impolicy of interrogating 
the King, and of forcing him either to accuse his minis
ters or to quarrel with the representatives of his people. 
"Advise His Majesty, if you will," said Somers, "to 
withdraw his confidence from the counsellors who re
commended this unfortunate appointment. Such ad
vice, given, as we should probably give it, unanimously, 
must have great weight with him. But do not put to 
him a question such as no private gentleman would wil
lingly answer. Do not force him, in defence of his own 
personal dignity, to protect the very men whom you 
wish him to discard/' After a hard fight of two days, 
and several divisions, the address was carried by a hun
dred and ninety five votes to a hundred and forty six.'
The King, as might have been foreseen, coldly refused 
to turn inforDler; and the House did not pr~ss him 

* Commons' Journals and Grey's Debates, November ~6. and ~7. 
1689. 
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further.- To another address, which requested that CHAP. 

a Commission might be sent to examine into the state xv. 
of things in Ireland, William returned a very gracious 1689. 

answer, and desired the Commons to name .the Com
missioners. The Commons, not to be outdone in cour-
tesy, excused themselves, and left it to His Majesty's 
wisdom to select the fittest persons. t . 

In the midst of the angry debates on the Irish war a Reception 

I . "d t d d fi t dh of Walker p easmg mCI en pro uce or a momen goo umour in England. 

and unanimity. Walker had arrived in London, and 
had been received there with boundless enthusiasm. 
His face was in every print shop. Newsletters de-
scribing his person and his demeanour were sent to 
every corner of the kingdom; Broadsides of prose and 
verse written in his praise were cried in every street. 
The Companies of London feasted him splendidly in 
their halls. The common people crowded to gaze on him 
wherever he moved, and almost stilled him with rough 
caresses. Both the Universities offered him the degree 
of Doctor of Divinity. Some of his admirers advised 
him to present himself at the palace in that military garb 
in which he had repeatedly headed the sallies of his 
fellow townsmen. But, with a better judgment than he 
sometimes showed, he made his appearance at Hamp-
ton Court in the peaceful robe of his profession, was 
most graciously received, and was presented with an 
order for five thousand pounds. ".And do not think, 
Doctor," William said, with great benignity, "that I 
offer you· this sum as payment fOr your services. I 
assure you that I consider your claims on me as not 
at aU diminished." t . 

• Commons' Journals, November Walker's Account of the Siege of 
28., December 2. 1689. Londonderry, licensed October 4. 

t Commons' Journals and Grey's 1689; Narcissus Luttrell's Diary; 
Debates, November SO., December Mr. J. Mackenzie's Narrative a 
2. 1689. False Libel, a Defenc~ of Mr. G. 

: London Gazette, September Walker written by his Friend in 
2. 1689; Observations upon Mr. his Absence, 1690. 

KK4 
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CHAP. It IS true that ainidst the general applause the voice 
xv. of detraction made itself heard. The defenders of 

1689 •. Londonderry ·were men of two nations and of two 
religions. During the siege, hatred of the Irishry had 
held together aU Saxons; and hatred of Popery had held 

. together aU Protestants. But, when the danger was 
over, the Englis4man and the Scotchman, the Episco
palian and the Presbyterian, began to wrangle about the 
·distribution of praises and rewards. The dissenting 
preachers, who had zealously assistedW3Jker in the 
hour of peril, complained that, in the account which he 
published of the siege, he had, though acknowledging 
that they had done good service, omitted to mention 
their names. The complaint was just; and, had it 
been made in language becoming Christians and gen-, 
tlemen, would probably have produced a considerable 
effect on the public mind. But Walker's accusers in 
their resentment disregarded truth and decency, used 
scurrilous language, brought calumnious accusations 
which were triumphantly refuted, and thus threw away 
the advantage which they had possessed. Walker 
defended himself with moderation and candour. His 
friends fought his battle with vigour, and retaliated 
keenly on his assailants. At Edinburgh perhaps the 
public opinion might have been against him. But in 
London the controversy seems only to have raised his 
character. He was regarded as an Anglican divine of 
eminent merit, who, after having heroically defended 
his religion against an army of Popish napparees, was 
rabbled by a mob of Scotch Covenanters .... 

'*' Walker's True Account, 1689; by Mackenzie, 1690; Welwood's 
An Apology for the Failures ~harged Mercurius Reformatus, Dec. 4. and 
on the True Account, 1689; Re- 11. 1689. The Oxford editor of 
flections on the Apology, 1689; A Burnet's History expresses his sur
Vindication of the True Account by l,rise at the silence which the Bishop 
'Valker, 1689; Mackenzie's Nar- observes about Walker. In the 
rative, 1690; Mr. Mackenzie's Nar- Burnet MS. Harl. 6584. there is an 
rative a False Libel, 1690; Dr. animated panegyric on Walker. Why 
'Valker's Invisible Champion foyled that panegyric does not appear in 
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He presented to the COIJ?1D.ons a.' petition setting CHAP; 

forth the destitute condition to which the widows and xv. 
orphans of some brave men who had fallen during the 1689. 
siege were now reduced. The Commons instantly 
passed a vote of thanks to him, and resolved to present 
to the King an address requesting that ten thousand 
pounds might be distributed among the families whose .. 
sufferings had been so touchingly described. The next 
day it was rumoured about the benches that Walkel" 
was in the lobby. He was called in; The Speaker, 
with great dignity and grace, informed him that the 
House had made haste' to comply with his request, 
commended him in high terms for having taken on 
himself to govern and' defend a city betrayed by its 
proper governors and defenders, and charged him to 
tell those who had fought under him that their fidelity 
and valour would always be held in grateful remem-
brance by the Commons of England. «' , 

About the same time the course of parliamentary Edmund 

business was diversified by another curious and in- Ludlow. 

teresting ,episode, which, like the former, sprang out of 
the events of the Irish war. In the preceding spring, 
when every messenger from Ireland brought evil ti-
dings, and when the authority of James was acknow
ledged in every part of that kingdom, except behind 
the . ramparts of Londonderry and on the banks of 
Lough Erne, it was -natural that Englishmen should 
remember with how terrible an energy the great 
Puritan warriors of the preceding generation had 
crushed the insurrection of the Celtic race. The names 
of Cromwell, of Ireton, and of the other chiefs of the 
conquering army, were in many mouths. One of those 
chiefs, Edmund Ludlow, was still living. At twenty 
two he had served as a volunteer in the parliamentary 

tile History. I am at a 10SB to u- 18.' and 19. 1689; and Grey', 
plain. Debates. 

,. Commons' Journals. November 
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CHAP. army; at thirty he had risen to the rank of Lieutenant 
xv. General. He was now old; but the vigour of his 

1689. mind was unimpaired. His courage was of the truest 
temper; his understanding strong, but narrow. What 
he saw he saw clearly: but he saw not much at a 
glance. In an age of perfidy and levity, he had, 
amidst manifold temptations and dangers, adhered 
firmly to the principles of his youth. His enemies 
could . not deny that his life had been consistent, and 
thl:!-t with the same spirit with which he had stood 
up against the Stuarts he had stood up against the 
Cromwells. There was but a single blemish on his 
fame: but that blemish, in the opinion of the' great 
majority of his countrymen, was one for which no 
merit could, compensate and which no time could 
efface. His name and seal were on the death warrant 
of Charles the First. 

Mter the Restoration, Ludlow found a refuge on the 
shores of the Lake of Geneva. He was accompanied 
thither by another member of the High Court of J us
tice, John Lisle, the husband of that Alice Lisle whose 
death· has left a lasting stain on the memory of James 
the Second. But even in Switzerland the regicides 
were not safe. A large price was set on their heads; 
and a'succession of Irish adventurers, inflamed by na
tional and religious animosity, attempted to earn the 
bribe. Lisle fell by the hand of one of these assassins. 
But Ludlow escaped unhurt from all the machinations 
of his enemies. A small knot of vehement and deter
mined Whigs regarded him with a veneration, which 
increased as years rolled away, and left him almost the 
only survivor, certainly the most illustrious survivor, of 
a mighty race of men, the conquerors in a terrible civil 
war, the judges of a king, the founders of a republic. 
More than once he had been invited by the enemies of 
the House of Stuart to leave his asylum, to become 
their captain, and to give the signal for rebellion: but 
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ne had wisely refused to 'take ariy part in the desperate 
enterprises which the' Wildmans and Fergusons were 
never weary of planning.· 

The Revolution opened a new prospect to him. The 
right of the people to resist oppression, a right which, 
during many years, no man could assert without ex
posing himself to ecclesiastical anathemas and to civil 
penalties, had been solemnly recognised by the Estates 
of the realm, and had been proclaimed by Garter' King 
at Arms on the very spot where the memorable scaffold 
had been set up forty years before. James had not, 
indeed, like Charles, died the death of a traitor. Yet 
the punishment of the son might seem to differ from the 
punishment of the father rather in degree than iIi 
principle. Those who had recently waged war on a 
tyrant, who had turned him out of his palace, who had 
frightened him out of his country, who. had deprived 
him of his crown, might perhaps think that the crime 
of going one step further had been sufficiently expiated 
by thirty years of banishment. Ludlow's admirers, 
some of whom appear to have been in high publio situ
ations, assured him that he might safely venture over, 
nay, that he might expect to be sent in high command 
to Ireland, where his name was still cherished by his 
old soldiers and by their children. t He came; and early 
in September it was known that he was in London.t 
But it soon appeared that he and his friends had mis
understood the temper of the English people. By all, 
except a small extreme section of the Whig party, the 
act, in which he had borne a part never to be forgotten, 
was regarded, not merely with the disapprobation due 

'" 'Vade's Confession, HarL MS. 
6845. 

t See the Preface to the First 
Edition of his Memoirs, Vevay, 
1698. 

t "Colonel Ludlow, an old Oli-

Yerian, amI one of King Charles the 
First his Judges, is arrived lately 
in this kingdom from Switzerland." 
---Narcissus Luttrell's Diary, Sep
tember 1689. 
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. CHAP. to a great violation of law and justice, bu~ with horror 
xv. such as even the Gunpowder Plot had not excited. The 

1689. absurd and almost impious service which is still read in 
our churches on the thirtieth of January had produced 
in the minds of the vulgar a strange association of 
ideas. The sufferings of Charles were confounded ~th 
the sufferings of the Redeemer of mankind; and every 
regicide was a Judas, a Caiaphas or a Herod. It was 
true that, when Ludlow sate on the tribunal in West
minster Hall, he was an ardent enthusiast of twenty 
eight, and that he now returned from exile a greyheaded 
and wrinkled man in his seventieth year. Perhaps, 
therefore, if he had been content to live in close retire
ment, and to shun places of public resort, even zealous 
Royalists might not have grudged the old Republican 
a grave in his native soil. But he had no thought 
of hiding himself. It was soon rumoured that one of 
those murderers, who had brought on England guilt, 
for which she annually, in sackcloth and ashes, implored 
God not to enter into judgment with her, was strutting 
about the streets of her capital, and boasting that he 
should ere long command her armies. His lodgings, it 
was said, were the head quarters of the most noted 
enemies of monarchy and episcopacy.... The subject 
was brought before the House of Commons. The Tory 
members called loudly for justice on the traitor. None 
of the 1Vhigs ventured to say a word in his defence. 
On~ or two faintly expressed a doubt whether the fact 
of his return had been proved by evidence such as would 
warrant a parliamentary proceeding. The objection was 
disregarded. It was resolved, without a division, that 
the King should be requested to issue a proclamation 
for the apprehending of Ludlow. Seymour presented 
the address; and the King promised to do what was 
asked. Some days however elapsed before the proc1a .. 

l\I Third Caveat agamst the Whigs, 1712. 
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mation appeared." Ludlow had time to make his escape; CHAP. 

and again hid himself in his Alpine retreat, never again xv. 
to emerge. English travellers are still taken to see his 1689. 

house close to the lake, and his· tomb in a church 
among the vineyards which overlook the little town of 
Vevay. On the house was formerly legible an inscrip-
tion purporting that to him to whom God is a father 
every land is a fatherland t; and the epitaph on the 
tomb still attests the feelirigs with which the stern old 
Puritan to the last regarded the people of Ireland and 
the House of" Stuart. 

Tories and Whigs had concurred, or had affected to Violence 

concur, in paying honour to Walker and in putting a~~~;S. 
brand on Ludlow. But the feud between the two par~ 
ties was more bitter than ever. The King had enter-
tained a hope that, during the recess, the animosit~es 
which had in the preceding session prevented an Act of 
Indemnity from passing would have been mitigated. Ori 
the day on which the Houses reassembled, he had pressed 
them earnestly to put an end to the fear and discord 
which could never cease to exist, while great numbers 
held their property and their liberty,and not a few even 
their lives, by an uncertain tenure. His exhortation 
proved of no effect. October, November, December 
passed away; and nothing was done. An Indemnity 
Bill indeed had been brought in, and read once; but it 
had ever since lain neglected on the table of the House.t 
Vindictive as had been the mood in which the Whigs 
had left Westminster, the mood in which they returned 
was more vindictive still. Smarting from old sufferirigs, 
drunk with recent prosperity, burning with implacable 
resentment, confident of irresistible strength, they were 

• Commons' Journals, November 
6. and 8. 1689; Grey's Debates; 
London Gazette, November 18. 

t "Omne solum foru palria, 
quia patrie." See Addison's Travels. 
It is a remarkable circumstance that 

Addison, though a Whig, speaks of 
Ludlow in language which would 
better bave become a Tory, and 
sneers at the inscription· as cant. . 

t Commons' Journals, Nov. 1. 
7.1689. 
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not less rash and headstrong than in the days of the 
Exclusion Bill. Sixteen hundred and eighty was come 
again. Again all compromise was rejected. Again the 
voices of the wisest and most upright friends of li· 
berty were drowned by the clamour of hotheaded and 
designing agitators. Again moderation was despised 
as cowardice, or execrated as treachery. All the lessons 
taught bya cruel experience were forgott~n. The very 
same men who had expiated, by years of humiliation, 
of imprisonment, of penury, of exile, the folly with 
which they had misused the advantage given them by 
the Popish plot, now misused with equal folly the ad· 
vantage given them by the Revolution. The second 
madness would, in all probability, like the first, have 
ended in their proscription, dispersion, decimation, but 
for the magnanimity and wisdom of that great prince, 
who, bent on fulfilling his mission, and insensible alike 
to flattery "and to outrage, coldly and inflexibly saved 
them in their o~ despite. 

It seemed that nothing but blood would satisfy them. 
The aspect and the temper of the House of COminons 
reminded men of the time of the ascendency of Oates; 
and, that nothing might be wanting to the resemblance, 
Oates himself was there. As a witness, indeed, he could 
now render no service: but he had caught the scent of 
carnage, and came to gloat on the butchery in which 
he could no longer take an active part. His loathsome 
features were again daily seen, and his well known 
" Ah Laard, ah Laard !" was again daily heard in the 
lobbies and in the gallery.· The House fell first on 
the renegades of the late reign. Of those renegades the 
Earls of Peterborough and Salisbury were the highest 
in rank, but were also the lowest in intellect: for Salis· ' 
bury had always been an idiot; and Peterborough had 
long, been a dotard. It was however resolved by the 

• Roger North's Life of Dudley North. 
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Commons that both had, by joining the Church of Rome, CHAP. 

committed high treason, and that both should be im- xv. 
peached.- A message to that effect was sent to the 1689. 
Lords. Poor old Peterborough was instantly taken 
into. custody, and was sent, tottering on a crutch, and 
wrapped up in woollen stuffs, to the Tower. The next 
day Salisbury was brought to the bar of his peers. He 
muttered something about his youth and his foreign 
education, and was then sent to bear Peterborough com-
pany.t The Commons had meanwhile passed on to 
offenders of humbler station and better understanding. 
Sir Edward Hales was brought before them. . He had 
doubtless, by holding office in defiance of the Test Act, 
incurred heavy penalties. But these penalties fell far 
short of what the revengeful spirit of the victorious 
party demanded; and he was committed as a trai-
tor.t Then Obadiah Walker was led in. He behaved 
with a pusillanimity and disingenuousness which de~ 
prived him of all claim to respect or pity. He pro-
tested that he had never changed his religion, that his 
opinions had always been and still were those of some 
highly respectable divines of the Church of England, 
and that there were points on which he differed from 
the Papists. In spite of this quibbling, he was pro
nounced guilty of high treason, and sent to prison.§ 
Castlemai.p.e was put next to the bar, interrogated, and 
committed under a warrant which charged him with 
the capital crime of trying to reconcile the kingdom to 
the Church of Rome.II 

In the meantime the Lords had appointed a Com- Committe, 
mittee to inquire who were answerable for the deatha of Murder 

• Commons' Journals, Oct. 26. 
1689. 

t Lords' Journals, October 26. 
and 27. ] 689. . 

:t: Commons' Journals. Oct. 26. 
1689. 

§ Co~mon8' Journals, Oct. 26: 

]689; Wood's Athente Oxonien
~~s; Dod's Church History, VIII, 
u.S. . -

[ Commons' Journals. Octllber 
28. 1689. The proceedings will 
be found in the collection of State. 
Trials. 



512 

CHAP. 
XV. 

1689· 

HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

of Russell, of Sidney, and,of some other 'eminent Whigs. 
Of .this Committee, which was popularly c:!al1ed the 
Murder ·Conimittee, the Earl of Stamford, a Whig who 
had been deeply concerned in the plots formed by his 
party against the Stuarts, was chai~man.'" The books 
of the Council were inspected: the clerks of the Council 
were examined: some facts disgraceful to the Judges, 
to the Solicitors of the Treasury, to the witnesses for the 
Crown, and to the keepers of the state prisons, were 
elicited: but about the packing of the juries no evi
dence could be obtained. The Sheriffs kept their own 
counsel. Sir Dudley North, in particular, underwent 
a most severe cross examination with characteristic 
clearness of head and firmness of temper, and steadily 
asserted that he had never troubled himself about the 
political opinions of the persons whom he put on any 
panel, but had merely inquired whether they were sub
stantial citizens. He was undoubtedly lying; and so 
some of the Whig peers told him in very plain words 
and in very loud tones: but, though they were morally 
certain of his guilt, they could :find no proofs which 
would support a criminal charge against him. The in
delible stain however remains on his memory, and is 
still a subject of lamentation to those who, while loath,:, 
ing his dishonesty and cruelty, cannot forget that he 
was one of the most original, profound and accurate 
thinkers of his age. t . 

Halifax, more fortunate' than Dudley North, was 
completelr cleared, not only from legal, but also from 
moral guilt. He was the chief object of attack; and 
yet a severe examination brouO'ht nothinO' to light that 
was not to his honour. Till~tson was c~ed as a wit
ness. He swore that he had been the channel of com
munication between Halifax and Russell when Russell 

• Lords' Journals, Nov. 2. and t Lords' Journals, Dec. 20.1689. 
6. 1689. Life of Dudley North. 
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was a prisoner in the Tower .• " My Lotd Halifax,'; said CHAP. 

the Doctor, "showed a very compassionate COl'!.cern for xv. 
my Lord Russell; and my Lord Russell, charged me 1689. 
with his last thanks for my Lord Halifax's humanity 
and kindness." It was proved that the unfortunate 
Duke of Monmouth had borne similar testimony to' 
Halifax's goodnature~ One hostile witness indeed was Malevo

produced, John Hampden, whose mean supplications 1:~: of 

, and enormous bribes had saved his neck from the hal- Hampden. 

ter. He was now:a' powerful and prosperous man: he 
was a leader of the dominant party in the House of 
Commons; and yet he was one of the most unhappy 
beings on the face of the earth. The recollection of 
the pitiable figure which he had made at the bar of the 
Old Bailey embittered his temper, and impelled him to 
avenge himself without mercy on those who had di-
rectly or indirectly contnbuted to his humiliation. Of 
all the Whigs he was the most intolerant and the 
most obstinately hostile to all plans of amnesty. The 
consciousness that he had disgraced himself made him 
jealous of his dignity and quick to take offence. 'He 
constantly paraded his services and his sufferings, as 
if he hoped that this ostentatious display w~)Uld hide 
from others the stain which nothing could hide from 
himself. Having during many'months harangued ve
hemently against Halifax in the House of Commons, 
he now came to swear against Halifax before the Lords .. 
The scene was curious. The witness represented him-
self as having saved his country, as having planned the 
Revolution, as having placed their Majesties on the 
throne. He then gave evidence intended to show that 
his life had been endangered by the machinations of the 
Lord Privy Seal: but that evidence missed the mark 
at which it was aimed, and recoiled on him from whom 

- it proceeded. Hampde~ was forced to acknowledge that 
he had sent his wife to implore the intercession of the 
man whom he was now persecuting. "Is it not strange," 

VOL. m. L L 
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asked Halifax, ~'that you should have requested the 
good offices of one whose arts had brought your head 
into peril?" "Not at all," said Hampden; "to whom 
was I to apply except to the men who were in power? 
I applied to Lord Jeffreys: I applied to Father Petre; 
and I paid them six thousand pounds for their ser~ 
vices." "But did Lord Halifax take any money?" 
" No: I cannot say that he did." "And, :Mr. Hamp
den, did not you afterwards send your wife to thank 
him for his kindness?" " Yes: I believe I did," !1U ~ 
sweredHampden; "but I know of no solid effects of 
that kindness. If there were any, I should be obliged 
to my Lord to tell me what they were." Disgraceful 
as had been the appearance which this degenerate heil,' 
of an illustrious name had made at. the Old Bailey, the 
appearance which he made before the Committee of 
Murder was more disgraceful still. $ It is pleasing to 
know that a. person who had been far more cruelly 
wronged than he, but whose nature differed widely 
from his, the nobleminded Lady Russell, remonstrated 
against the injustice with which the extreme Whigs 
treated IIalifax.t 

The malice of John Ilampden, however, was un~ 
wearied and unabashed. A few days later, in a com~ 
mittee of the whole House of Commons on the state of 
the nation, he made a bitter speech, in which he ascribed 
all the disasters of the year to the influence of the men _ 
who had, in the days ot the Exclusion Bill, been 
censured by Parliaments, of the men who had at
tempted to mediate between James and William. The 
King, he said, ought to dismiss from his counsels and 
presence all the three noblemen who had been sent to 

'" The report is in the Lords' 
Journals, Dec. flO. 1689. Hamp
den's examination was on the 18th 
of November. 

t Thi!l, I think, is clear from a 

letter of Lady Montague tQ Lady 
Russell, dated Dec. 28. 1689, three 
days.after the Committee of Murder 
had reported. 



negotiate with him. at Hungerford. He went on to. 
speak of the danger of employing men of republican 
principles. He doubtless alluded to the chief object 
of his implacable malignity. For Halifax, though from 
temper averse to viorent changes, was well known to 
be in speculation a republican, and often talked, with 
much ingenuity and pleasantry, against hereditary 
monarchy. The only effect, however, of the reflection 
now thrown on him was to call forth a roar of derision. 
That a Hampden, that the grandson of the great 
leader of the Long Parliament, that a man who boasted 
of having conspired with Algernon Sidney against the 
royal House, should use the word republican as a 
term of reproach! When the storm of laughter had 
subsided, several members stood up to vindicate the 
accused statesmen. Seymour declared that, much as 
he disapproved of the manner in which the· adminis
tration had lately been conducted, .he could not con
cur in the vote which John Hampden had proposed. 
"Look where you will," he said, "to Ireland, to Scot
land, to the navy, to the army, you will find abundant 
proofs of mismanagement. If the war is still to be 
conducted by the same hands, we can expect nothing 
but a recurrence of the same disasters. But I am not 
prepared to proscribe men for the· best thing that they 
ever did in their lives, to proscribe men for attempting 
to avert a revolution by timely mediation." It was 
justly said by another speaker that Halifax. and Not .. 
tillgham had been sent to the Dutch camp because 
they possessed the confidence of the nation, because 
they were universally known to be hostile to the 
dispensing power, to the Popish religion, and to the 
French ascendency. It was at length resolved that the 
King should be requested in general terms to find out 
and to remove the authors of the late miscarriages."" 

• Commons' Journals, Dec. 14. 1689; Grey's Debates j Boyer's Life 
of William. _ 
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A committee was appointed to prepare an Address. 
John Hampden was chairman, and drew up a re
presentation in terms so bitter that, when it was 
reported to the House, his own father expressed dis
approbation, and one member exclaimed: "This an 
address! It is a libel." After a sharp debate, the 
Address was recommitted, and was not again men
tioned.* 

Indeed, the animosity which a large part of the 
House had felt against Halifax was beginning to abate. 
It was known that, though he had not yet formally 
delivered up the Privy Seal, he had ceased to be a 
confidential adviser of the Crown. The power which 
he had enjoyed during the first months of the reign 
of William and Mary had passed to the more daring, 
more unscrupulous and more practical Caermarthen, 
against whose influence Shrewsbury contended in vain. 
Personally Shrewsbury stood high in the royal favour: 
but he was a leader of the Whigs, and, like all lead
ers of parties, was frequently pushed forward against 
his will by those who seemed to follow him. He was 
himself inclined to a mild and moderate policy: but he 
had not sufficient firmness to withstand the clamorous 
importunity with which such· politicians as John Howe 
and John Hampden demanded vengeance on their 
enemies. His advice had therefore, at this time, little 
weight with his master, who neither loved the Tories 
nor trusted them, but who was fully determined not to 
proscribe them. • 

Me~nwhile t~e .Whigs, conscious that they had lately 
s~nk ~n the OpInIOn both of the King and of the na
tion, resolved on making a bold and crafty attempt to 
become independent of both. A perfect account of 
that a;ttempt. cannot be constructed out of the scanty 
and WIdely dispersed materials which· have come down 

• Commons' Journals, Dec. 21.; Grey's Debates; Oldmixon. 
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to us. Yet the story, as it has come down to 'us, is eHA P 

bo1ih interesting and instructive. xv. 
A bill for restoring the rights of those corporations 1690. 

whi~h had surrendere~ their charters to the. Crown ;!.~t?o': 
durmg the last two reIgns had been brought lllto the Bill. 

'House of Commons, had been received with general 
applause by men of all parties, had been read twice, 
and had been Feferred to a select committee, of which 
Somers was chairman. On the second of January 
Somers brought up ~he report. The attendance of 
Tories was scanty: for, as no important discussion was 
expected, many country gentlemen had left town, and 
were keeping a merry Christmas by the chimney :fires 
of their manor houses. The muster of. zealous Whigs 
was strong. As soon as the bill had been reported, 
Sacheverell, renowned in the stormy parliaments of 
the reign of Charles the SecoIid as one of the ablest 
and keenest of the Exclusionists; stood up and moved 
to add a clause providing that every municipal func
tionary who had in any manner been a party to the 
surrendering of the franchises of a borough should be 
incapable for seven years of holding any office in that 
borough. The constitution of almost every corporate 
town in England had been remodelled during that hot 
:fit of loyalty which followed the detection of the Rye 
House Plot; and, in almost every corporate town, the 
voice of the Tories had been for delivering up the 
charter, and for trusting every thing to the paternal 
care of the Sovereign. The effect of Sacheverell's clause, 
therefore, was to make some thousands of the most 
opulent and highly considered men in .the kingdom in
capable, during seven years, of bearing any part in the 
government of the places in which they resided, and to 
secure to the Whig party, during seven years, an over. 
whelming influence in borough elections. . 

The minority exclaimed against the gross injustice of 
passing, rapidly and by surprise, at a season when Lon

L L 3 
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don was empty, a law of the highest importance, a law 
which retrospectively inflicted a severe penalt~ on mt1ny 
hundreds of respectable gentlemen,' a law which would 
.call forth the strongest passions in every town from 
Berwick to St. Ives, a law which must have a serious 
effect on the composition of the House itself. Common 
decency required at least an adjournment. An adjourn
ment was moved: but the motion was rejected by a 
hundred and twenty seven votes to eighty nine. The 
question was then put that Sacheverell's clause should 
stand part of the bill, and was carried by a hundred 
and thirty three to sixty eight. Sir Robert Howard 
immediately moved that every person who, being under 
Sacheverell's clause disqualified for municipal office, 
should presume to take any such office, should forfeit 
five hundred pounds, and should be for life incapable 
of holding any publid employment whatever. The 
Tories did not venture to divide.... The rules of the 
-House put it in the power of a minority to obstruct the 
progress of a bill; and this was assuredly one of the 
very rare occasions on which that power would have 
been with great propriety exerted. It does not appear 
however that the parliamentary tacticians of that age 
were aware of the extent to which a small number of 
members can, without violating any form, retard the 
course of business. 

It was immediately resolved that the bill, enlarged 
by Sacheverell's and Howard~s clauses, should be in
grossed. The most vehement Whigs were bent on 
~nally passing it within forty eight hours. The Lords, 
mdeed, were not likely to regard it very favourably. 
But it sho~d seem that some desperate men were pre
pared to Withhold the supplies till it should pass, nay, 
even to tack it to the bill of supply, and thus to place 
the Upper House under the nece.ssity of either consent-

• Commons' Jo.urnals, Jan. 2. 16». 
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ing to a vast proscription of the Tories or refusing to 
the government the means of carrying on the war." 
There were Whigs, however, honest enough to wish that 
fair play should be given to the hostile party, and pru
dent enough to know that an advantage obtained by 
violence and cunning could not be permanent. These 
men insisted that at least a week should be suffered to 
elapse before the third reading, and carried their point. 
Their less scrupulous associates complained bitterly 
that the good cause was betrayed. What new laws of 
war were these? Why was chivalrous courtesy to be 
shown to foes who thought no stratagem immoral, and 
who had never given quarter? And what had been 
done that was not in strict accordance with the law of 
Parliament? That law knew nothing of short notices 
and long notices, of thin houses and full houses. It 
was the business of a representative of the people to 
be in his place. If he chose to shoot and guzzle at 
his country seat when important business was under 
consideration at Westminster, what right hQ,d he to 
murmur because more upright and laborious servants 
of the public passed, in his absence, a bill which ap
peared to them necessary to the public safety? As 
however a postponement of a few days appeared to be 
inevitable, those who had intended to gain the victory 
by stealing a march now disclaimed that intention. 
They solemnly assured the King, who could not help 
showing some displeasure at their conduct, and who 
felt much more displeasure than he showed, that they 
had owed nothing to surprise, and that they were quite 
certain of a majority in the fullest house. Sacheve
rell is said to have declared with great warmth that 

'" Thus, I think, must be under- and then says: "S'ils n'y mettent 
stood some remarkable words in a des conditions que vons savez, c'e&t 
letter written by William to Port- une bonne affaire: mais les Wigges· 
land, on the day after Sacheverell's sont si glorieux d'avoir vaincu qu'i!s 
bold and unexpected move. William entreprendront tout." 
ealculates the amount of the snpplies, 

L L 4 

519 

CHAP. 
XV. 

1690. 



520 

CHAP. 
XV. 

1690 

HISTORY OFENGTJAND. 

he would stake his seat on the issue, and that if he 
found himself mistaken he would never show his face 
in Parliament ao-ain. Indeed, the general opinion at 
first was that the Whigs would win the day. But it 
soon became clear that the fight would be a hard one. 
The mails had carried out along all the high roads the 
tidings that, on the second of January, the Commons had 
agreed to a.retrospective penal law against the whole 
Tory party, and that, on the tenth, that law would 
be considered for the last time. The whole kingdom 
was moved from Northumberland to Cornwall. A 
hundred knights and squires left their halls hung with 
mistletoe and holly, and their boards groaning with 
brawn and plum porridge, and rode up post to town, 
cursing the short days, the cold weather, the miry roads 
and the villanous Whigs. The Whigs, too, brought up 
reinforcements, but not to the same extent; for the 
-clauses were generally unpopular, and not without 
,good cause. Assuredly no reasonable man of any 
party will deny that the Tories, in surrendering to 
the Crown all the municipal franchises of the realm, 
and, with those franchises, the power of altering the 
constitution of the House of Commons, committed a 
great fault. But in that fault the nation itself had 
been an accomplice. If the Mayors and Aldermen 
whom it was now proposed to punish had, when the tide 
of loyal enthusiasm ran high, sturdily refused to com: 
ply with the wish of their Sovereign, they would have 
been pointed at in the street as Roundhead knaves, 
preached at by the Rector, lampooned in ballads, and' 
probably burned in effigy before their own doors. That 
a community should be hurried into errors alternately 
by fear of ~yranny and by fear of anarchy is doubtless 
a great eVIl.. But the remedy for that evil is not to 
punish for such errors some persons who have merely 
erred WIth t~~. rest, a~d who have since repented with 
the rest. NOh"ght It to have been forgotten that the 
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offenders against whom Sacheverell's clause was directed 
had, in 1688, made large atonement for the misconduct 
~f which they had been guilty in 1683. They had, as a 
class, stood up firmly against the dispensing power; and 
most of them had actually been turned out. of their 
municipal offices by James for refusing to support his 
policy. It is not strange therefore that the attempt to 
inflict on all these men w:thout exception a degrading 
punishment should have raised such If storm of public 
indignation as many Whig members of parliament were 
unwilling to face. 

As the decisive conflict drew near, and as the muster 
of the Tories became hourly stronger and stronger,the 
uneasiness of Sacheverell and of his confederates in
creased. They found that they could hardly hope for a 
complete victory. They must make some concession. 
They must propose to recommit the bill. They must 
declare themselves willing to consider whether any dis
tinction could be made between the chief offenders and 
the multitudes who had been misled byevi! example. 
But as the spirit of one party fell the spirit of the other 
rose. The Tories, glowing with resentment which was 
but too just, were resolved to listen to no terms of 
compromise. 

The tenth of January came; and, before the late day
break of that season, the House was crowded. More 
than a hundred and sixty members had come up to 
town within a week. From dawn till the candles 
had burned down to their sockets the 'ranks kept un
broken order; and few members left their seats except 
.for a minute to take a crust of bread or a glass of claret. 
Messengers were in waiting to carry the result to 
Kensington, where William, though shaken by a violent 
cough, sate up till midnight, anxiously expecting the 
news, and writing to Portland, whom he had sent on an 
important mission to the Hague. 

The only remaining account of the debate is defective 
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and confused. But from that account it appears that 
the excitement was great. Sharp things were said. 
One young Whig member used language so hot that he 
was in danger of being called to the bar. Some re
flections were thrown on the Speaker for allowing too 
much licence to his own friends. But in truth it mat
tered little whether he called transgressors to order or 
not. The House had long been quite unmanageable; 
and veteran members bitterly regretted the old gravity 
of debate and the old authority of the chair.'" That 
Somers disapproved of the violence of the party to which 
he belonged may be inferred, both from the whole 
course of his public life, and from the very significant 
fact that, though he had charge of the Corporation Bill, 
he did not move the penal clauses, but left that ungra
c.ious office to men more impetuous and less sagacious 
than himself. He did not however abandon his allies 
in this emergency, but spoke for them, and tried to make 
the best of a very bad case. The House divided several 
times. On the first division a hundred and seventy four 
voted with Sacheverell, a hundred and seventy nine 
against him. Still the battle was stubbornly kept up; 
but the majority increased from five to ten, from ten to 
twelve, and from twelve to eighteen. Then at length, 
after a stormy sitting of fourteen hours, the Whigs 
yielded. It was near midnight when, to the unspeak
able joy and triumph of the Tories, the clerk tore away 
from the parchment on which the bill had been en- -
grossed the odious clauses of Sacheverell and Howard. t 

• "The authority of the chair, 
the awe and reverence to order, and 
~he due method of debates being 
Irrecoverably lost by the disorder 
and tumultuousness of the House."_ 
Sir J. Trevor to the King, Appendix 
to Dalrymple's Memoirs, Part ii. 
Book 4. 

t CommoDS' 10urnals, Jan. 10. 

16». I have done my best to frame 
an account of this contest out of 
very defective material~. Burnet's 
narrative contains more blunders 
than lines. He eviden tly trusted to 
his memory, and was completely 
deceived by it. My chief authori
ties are the J onrnals; Grey's De
bates; William's Letters to Port-
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Emboldened by this great victory, the Tories made 
an attempt to push forward the Indemnity Bill which 
had lain many weeks neglected on the table.... But 
the Whigs, notwithstanding their recent defeat, were 
still the majority of the House; and many members, 
who had shrunk from the unpopularity which they 
would have incurred by supporting the Sacheverell 
clause and the Howard clause, were perfectly willing to 
assist in retarding the general pardon. They still pro
pounded their favourite dilemma. How, they asked, was 
it possible to defend this project of amnesty without 
condemning the Revolution? Could it be contended 
that crimes which had been grave enough to justify re
sistance had n9t been grave enough to deserve punish. 
ment? And, if those crimes were of such magnitude that 
they could justly be visited on the Sovereign whom the 
Constitution had exempted from responsibility, on what 
principle was immunity to be granted to his advisers 
and tools, who were beyond all dOllbt responsible? One 
facetious member put this argument in a singular form. 
He contrived to place in the Speaker's chair a paper 

land; tbe Despatcbes of Van Citters; 
a LeLter concerning tbe Disabling 
Clauses, lately offered to tbe House 
of Commons, for regulating Corpo_ 
rations, 1690; The True Friemls 
to Corporations vindicated, in an 
answer to a letter concerning tbe 
Disabling Clauses, 1690; and Some 
Queries concerning the Election of 
Members for the ensuing Parliament, 
1690. To tbislast pampblet is ap
pended a list of those who voted for 
the Sacheverell Clause. See also 
Clarendon's Diary, Jail. 10. ]6», 
and the Tbird Part of the Caveat 
against the Whigs, 1712. William's 
Letter of tbe ] Oth of January ends 
thus. The news of the first divi.' 
sion only bad reacbed Kensington. 
"II est a present onze ellres de 
nuit, e$ Ii dix eure. la Chambre 

Basse estoit encore ensemble. Ainsi 
je lie vous puis escrire par cette 
ordinaire I'issue de I'affaire. Les 
previos questions les Tories 1'ont 
emporte de cinq vois. Ainsi vous 
pouvez voir que la cbose est bien dis
putee. J'ay si grand somiel, et mon 
toux m'incomode que je ne vous en 
saurez dire d'avantage. Jusques a 
mourir a vons." 

On tbe same nigbt Van Citters 
wrote to tbe States General. The 
debate, he said, bad been very sbarp. 
The desigu of the Whigs, whom he 
calls tbe Presbyterians, had been 
nothing less than to exclude their 
opponents from all offices, and to 
obtain for themselves the exclusive 
possession of power. 

• Commons' Journals, Jan. 11. 
16n· 
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which, when examined, appeared to be a Bill of Indem
nity for King James, with a s?-eering pr~amble about 
the mercy which had, since the RevolutIOn, been ex
tended to more heinous offenders, and about the indul-, 
gence due to a King, who,. in oppress~g his people, 
had only acted after the fa:shIOn of all ~gs.'" 

On the same day on which this mock Bill of Indem
nity disturbed the gravity of the Commons, it was moved 
that the House should go into Committee on the real 
Bill. The Whigs 'threw the motion out by a hundred 
and ninety three votes to a hundred and fifty six. 
They then proceeded to resolve that a bill of pains 
and' penalties against delinquents should be forthwith 
brought in, and engrafted on the Bill oflndeninity.t ' 

Case of Sir .A few hours later a vote passed that showed more 
::!;:~. clearly than any thiIig tha,t had yet taken place how 

little chance there was that the public mind' would 
be speedily quieted by an amnesty. Few persons 
stood higher in the estimation of the Tory party than 
Sir Robert Sawyer. He was a man of ample fortune 
and aristocraticalconnections, of orthodox opinions and' 
regular life, an able and experienced lawyer, a well 
read scholar, and, in spite of a little pomposity, Ii good 
speaker. He had been Attorney -General at the time of 
the detection of the Rye House Plot: he had been em
ployed for the Crown in the prosecuti~ns which followed; 
and he had conducted those prosecutions with an eager- _ 
ness. which would, in our time, be c~ed cruelty by all 
partIes, but which, in his own time, and to his own 
party, seemed to be merely laudable zeal: His friends 
mdeed asserted that 'he was conscientious even to scru
pulosity i~ matters of life and death t: but this_ is an 
eulogy which persons who bring the. feelings of the nine-

'" Narcissus Luttrell's Diary, 
Jan. 16. 1690; Van Citlers to the 
States General, Jan. if. . 

t Commons' Journals, jan. 16. 
lBa· 

t Roger North's Life of Guild-
ford., . 
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teenth century to the study of the State Trials of the 
seventeenth century will have some difficulty in under
standing. The best excuse which can be made for this 
part of his life is that the stain of innocent blood was 
common to him with almost all the, eminent public 
men of thQse evil days. When we blame him for prose
cuting Russell, we must not forget that Russell had 
prosecuted Stafford. 

Great as Sawyer's offences were, he had made great 
atonement for them. He had stood up manfully against 
Popery and despotism: he had, in the very presence 
chamber, positively refused to' draw warrants in contra
vention of Acts of Parliament: he had resigned his lu
crative office rather than appear in Westminster Hall as 
the champion of the dispensing power: he had been the. 
leading counsel for the seven Bishops; and he had, on 
the day of their trial, done his duty ably, honestly, and 
fearlessly. He was therefore' a favourite with High 
Churchmen, and might be thought to have fairly earned 
his pardon from the Whigs. But the Whigs were not 
in a pardoning mood; and Sawyer was now called to 
account for his con~uct in the case of Sir Thomas 
Armstrong. 

If Armstrong was not belied, he was deep in the 
worst secrets of the. Rye House Plot, and was one of 
those who undertook t9' slay the two royal brothers. 
When the conspiracy was discovered, he fled to the 
Continent and was outlawed. The magistrates. of Leyden 
were induced by a bribe to deliver him up. He was 
hurried on board of an English ship, carried to London, 
and brought before the King's Bench. Sawyer moved 
the Court t~ award execution on the. outlawry. Arm
strong represented that ayear.had not yet elapsed since 
he had been outlawed, alId that, ~y' an Act passed in the 
reign of Edward the Sixth, an outlaw who yielded him
self within the y,ear was entitled to plead Not Guilty" 
and-to put himself on his country" To this it was 

525 

CHAP_ 
xv. 

1690. 



526 

CHAP. 
XV. 

1690. 

HISTORY OF ENGLAND: 

answered that Armstrong had not yIelded himself,· that· 
he had been dragged to the bar a prisoner, and that he 
had no right to claim a privilege which was evidently 
meant to be given only to .person~ who voluntarily ren
dered themselves up to public justice. Jeffreys and the 
other judges unanimously overruled Armstrong's objec
tion, and granted the award of execution. Then followed 
one of the most terrible of the many terrible scenes 
which, in those times, disgraced our Courts. The 
daughter of the unhappy man was at his side. " My 
Lord," she cried out, "you will not murder my father. 
This is murdering a man." "How now?" roared the 
Chief Justice. "Who is this woman? Take her, Marshal. 
Take-her away." She was forced out, crying as she 
went, "God Almighty's judgments light on you I"~ "God 
Almighty's judgment," said Jeffreys, "will light on 
traitors. Thank God, I am clamour proof." When she 
was gone, her father again insisted on what he conceived 
to be his right. " I ask," he said, "only the benefit of 
the law." "And, by the grace of God, you shall have 
it," said the judge. " Mr. Sheriff, see that execution be 
done on Friday next. There is the benefit of the law 
for you." On the following Friday, Armstrong was 
hanged, drawn and quartered; and his head was placed 
over Temple Bar. * 

The insolence and cruelty of Jeffreys excite, even at 
the distance of so many years, an indignation which 
makes it difficult to be just to him. Yet a perfectly dis
passionate inquirer may perhaps think it by no means 
clear that the award of execution was illegal. There 
was no precedent; and the words of the Act of Edward 
the Sixth may, without any straining, be construed as 
the Court construed them. Indeed, had the penalty 
been only fine or nnprisonment, nobody would have 
seen any thing reprehensible in the proceeding. But to 
send a man to the gallows as a traitor, without confront-

• See the account of the proceedings in the collection of State Trials. 



WILLlAM AND MARY. 

ing him with his accusers, without hearing his defence,' 
solely because a timidity which is perfectly compatible 
with innocence has impelled him to hide himself, is 
surely a violation, if not of any written law, yet of those 
great principles to which all laws ought to c~nform. 
The case was brought before the House of Commons. 
The orphan daughter of Armstrong came to the bar 
to demand vengeanc~; and a warm debate followed. 
Sawyer was fiercely attacked and strenuously defended. 
The Tories declared that he appeared to them to have 
done only what, a~ counsel for the Crown, he was bound 
to do, and to have discharged his duty to God, to the 
King, and to the prisoner. If the award was ~gal, no
body was to blame; and, if the award was illegal, the 
blame lay, not with the Attorney General, but with the 
Judges. There would be an end of all liberty of speech 
at the bar, if an advocate was to be punished for making 
a strictly regular application to a Court, and for arguing 
that certain words in a statute were to be understood 
in a certain sense. The Whigs called Sawyer murderer, 
bloodhound, hangman. If the liberty of speech claimed 
by advocates meant the liberty of haranguing men to 
death, it was high time that the nation should rise up 
and exterminate the whole race of lawyers. ." Things 
will never be well done," said one orator, "till some of 
that profession be made examples." " No crime to de
mand executiQll!" exclaimed John Hampden. " We 
shall be told next that it was no crime· in the Jews 
to cry out 'Crucify him.'" A wise and just man 
would probably have been of opinion that this was not 
a case for severity. Sawyer's conduct might have been, 
to a certain extent, culpable: but, if an Act of Indem
nity was to be passed at all, it was to be passed for the 
benefit of persons whose conduct had been culpable. 
The question was not whether he was guiltless, but 
whether his guilt was of so peculiarly black a dye that 
he ought, notwithstanding all his sacrifices and ser-
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CRAP. vIces, to be excluded. by name from the mercy which 
xv. was. to b~ granted to many thousands of offenders. 

1690;' This question calm a1}.d impartial judges would pro
bably have decided in his favour. It was, however,. 
resolved that he should be excepted from the Indemnity, 
and expelled from the H0!lse.:I(; 

·.on the morrow the Bill of Indemnity, now transformed 
into a Bill of Pains and Penalties, :was again discussed. 
The Whigs consented to refer it to a Committee of the 
wliole House, but proposed to instruct the Committee to 
begin its labours by making out a list of the offenders 
who were to be proscribed. The Tories moved the 
previou~uestion. The House divided; and the Whigs 
carried their point by a hundred and ninety votes to a 
hundred and seventy three. t 

The King The King watched these events with painful anxiety. 
~:~~:s:,s to He was weary of his crown. He had tried to do justice 
Hoiland. to both the contending parties; but justice would satisfy 

neither. The Tories hated him for protecting the Dis
senters. The Whigs hated him for protecting the 
Tories. The amnesty seemed to be more remote than 
when, ten months before, he first recommended it from 
the throne. The last campaign in Ireland had been 
disastrous. It might well be that the next campaign 
would be more disastrous _ still. The malpractices, which 
had done more than the exhalations of the marshes of 
Dundalk to destroy the efficiency of the English troops, 
were likely to be as monstrous as ever. Every part of 

• Commons' Journals, Jan. 20.-, 
.16»; Grey's Debates, Jan. 18. 
and 20. 

t Commons'· Journals, Jan. 21. 
16».. On the same day William 
wrote thus from Kensington to Port. 
land:· "C'est aujourd'hui Ie grand 
jour a l'eguard du Bill of Indemnite. 
Selon tout ce que je puis aprendre. il 
y aura beaucoup de chaleur,_ et rien 
determiner; et de Ia maniere que 

la chose est entourre, il n'y a point 
d' aparence que cette affaire viene a 
aucune conclusion. Et ainsi il se 
pouroit que la cession fust fort 
courte; ,n'ayant plus d'argent a 
esperer; et les esprits s'aigris.ent 
l'un contre l'autre de plus en plus." 
Three days later Van Citters in
formed the States General that the 
excitement about "the Bill of Indem
nity was extreme. 
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the administration was thoroughly. disorganized:; and 
the people were surprised and angry.because a foreigner, 
newly come among them, imperfectly a<;quainted 'with 
them, and constantly thwarted by. them, had not, in a 
year, put the whole machine of government to .rights. 
Most of his ministers, instead of 'assisting him, we,re 
trying to get up addresses and impeachments against 
each other. Yet if he employed his own countrymen, 
on whose fidelity and attachment he could rely,. a 
general cry of rage was set up by all the English fac
tions. The· knavery of the English Commissariat had 
destroyed an army: yet a rumour that he intended to 
employ an able, experienced, and trusty' Cottimissary 
from Holland had excited general discontent. The 
King felt that he could not, while thus situated, render 
any service to that great cause to which his whole soul 
was devoted. Already the glory which he had won by 
conducting to a successful issue the most important en
terprise of that age was becoming dim. Even his friends 
had begun to doubt whether he really possessed all that 
sagacity and energy which had a few months before 
extorted the unwilling admiration of his enemies. But 
he would endure his splendid slavery no longer. He 
would return to his native country. He would content 
himself with being the first citizen of a commonwealth 
to which the name of Orange was dear. As such, he 
might still be foremost among those who were banded 
together in defence of the liberties of Europe. As for 
the turbulent and ungrateful islanders, who detested 
him because he would not let them tear· each other in 
pieces, Mary must try what she could do with them. 
She was born on their soil. She spoke their language. 
She did not dislike some parts of their Liturgy, which 
they fancied to be essential, and which to him seemed 

. at best harmless. If she had little knowledge of politics 
and war, she had what might be more useful, feminine 
grace and tact, a sweet temper, a smile and a kind word 
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for every body. She might be able to compose the 
disputes which distracted the State and the Church. 
Holland, under his government, and England under 
hers, might act cordially together against the common 
enemy. 

He secretly ordered preparations to be made for his 
voyage. Having done this, he called together a few of 
his chief counsellors, and told them his purpose. A 
squadron, he said, was ready to convey him to his 
country. He had done with them. He hoped that 
the Queen would be more successful. The ministers 
were thunderstruck. For once all quarrels were sus
pended. The Tory Caermarthen on one side, the 
Whig Shrewsbury on the other, expostulated and im
plored with a pathetic vehemence rare in the con
ferences of statesmen. Many tears were shed. At 
length the King was induced to give up, at least for 
the present, his design of abdicating the government. 
But he announced another design which he was fully 
determined not to give up. Since he was still to re
main at the head of the English administration, he 
would go himself to Ireland. He would try whether 
the whole royal authority, strenuously exerted on the 
spot where the fate of the empire was to be decided, 
would suffice to prevent peculation and to maintain 
discipline .... 

The Whigs That he had seriously meditated a retreat to Holland 
op~ose his long continued to be a secret, not only to the multitude, gomg to 
lreillnd. but even to the Queen.t That he had resolved to take 

the command of his army in Ireland was soon ru
moured all over London. It was known that his camp 
furniture was making, and that Sir Christopher Wren 
was busied in constructing a house of wood which was 
to travel about, . packed in two waggoJ;ls, and to be sct 
up wherever His Majesty might:fix his quarters.t The 

.. Burnet, ii. 89.; MS; Memoir t Burnet, ii. 40. 
written by the first Lord Lonsdale t Narcissus Luttrell's Diary, 
in the Mackintosh Papers. January and February. 
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Whigs raised a violent outcry against the -whole scheme. CHAP. 

Not knowing, or affecting not to know, that it had xv. 
been formed by William and by William alone, and 1690. 

that none of his ministers had dared to advise him to 
encounter the Irish swords and the Irish atmosphere, 
the whole party confidently affirmed that it had been 
sugO'ested by some traitor in the cabinet, by some Tory 
wh; hated the Revolution and all that had sprung 
from the Revolution. Would any true friend have 
advised His Majesty, infirm in health as he was, to 
expose himself, not only to the dangers of war, but to 
the malignity of a climate which had recently been 
fatal to thousands of men much stronger than himself? 
In private the King sneered bitterly at this anxiety for 
his safety. It was merely, in his judgment, the anxiety 
which a hard master feels lest his slaves should become 
unfit for their drudgery. The Whigs, he wrote to 
Portland, were afraid to lose their tool before they had 
done their work. " As to their friendship," he added, 
" you know what it is worth." His resolution, he told 
his friend, was unalterably :fixed. Every thing was at 
stake; and go he must, even though the Parliament 
should present an address imploring him to stay.· 

He soon learned that such an address would be im- He pro

mediately moved in both Houses and supported by the ~~'::. the 

whole strength of the Whig party. This intelligence ment. 

satisfied him that it was time to take a decisive step. 
• William to Portland, Jan.~. personne n'ausant dire ses senti

J 690. "Les Wiges ont peu," de mens. Et ron commence ·deja a 
me perdre trop tost, avant gu'Hs dire ouvertement que ce sont des 
n'ayent fait avec moy ce qu'ila traitres qui m'ont conseille de pren
veulent: car, pour leur amiti~, vous dre cette resolution." 
savez ce qu'il y a a compter la- Jan. H. "Je n'ay encore rien 
dessus en ce paya icy." . dit,"-he means to· the Parliament,-

Jan. H. "Me voila Ie plua em- " de man voyage pour l'Irlande. Et 
barasse du monde, ne sachant quel je ne suiapoint encore determine 
parti prendre, estant tonjoura per- si j'en parlerez: mais je crains qUI! 
suade que, sans que j'aille en Jr- nonobstant j'l\urez une IIdresse 
lande, ron n'y faira rien qui vaille. pour n'y point aller; ce qui m'em
Pour avoir dll conseil en cette barassera beaucollP, puis Clue c'est 
IIffaire, je n'en ay point a attendre, . une necessite absolue que j'y aille." 

IIlIfl 
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He would not discard the Whigs: but he would give 
them a lesson of which they stood much in need. He 
would break the chain in which they imagined that 
they had him fast. He would not let them have the 
exclusive possession of power. He would not let them 
persecute the vanquished party. In their despite,he 
would grant an amnesty to his people. In their despite, 
he would take the command of his army in Ireland. He 
arranged his plan with characteristic prudence, firm
ness, and secresy. A single Englishman it was neces
sary to trust: for William was not sufficiently master 
of our language to address the Houses froni. the throne 
in his own words; and, on very important occasions, 
his practice was to write his speech in French, and to 
employ a translator. It is' certain that toone person, 
and toone only, the King confided the momentous re
solution which he had taken; and it can hardly be 
doubted that this person was Caermarthen. 

On the twenty seventh. of January, Black Rod 
knocked at the door of the Commons. The Speaker 
and the members repaired to the House of Lords. The 
King was on the throne. He gave his assent to the 
Supply Bill, thanked the Houses for it, announced his 
intention of going to Ireland, and prorogued the Par
liament. None could doubt that a dissolution would 
speedily follow. As the concluding words, "I have 
thought it convenient now to put an end to this session," 
were uttered, the Tories, both above and below the bar, 
broke forth into a shout of joy. The King meanwhile 
surveyed his audience from the throne with that bright 
eagle eye which nothing escaped. He might be par
'doned if he felt some little vindictive pleasure in 
annoying those who had cruelly annoyed him. "I saw," 
he wrote to Portland the next day, "faces an ell long. 
I saw some of those men change colour with vexation 
twenty times while I was speaking."-

• William to Portland, ;:~.~: 1690; Van Citters to the States 
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A few hours after the prorogation, a hu:r;ulred and . CHAP. 

fifty Tory members of Parliament had a parting diIlller xv. 
together at the Apollo Tavern in Fleet Street, before 1690. 

they set o.ut for .t~eir counties. They were ~ bett:r ~':rn~!.the 
temper With William than they had been SlDce h~s 
father in law had been turned out of Whitehall, They 
had scarcely recovered from the joyful surprise with 
which they had heard it announced from the throne 
that the session was at an end. The recollection of 
their danger and the sense of their deliverance were 
still fresh. They .talked of repairing to Court in a 
body to testify their gratitude : but they were induced 
to forego their intention; and not without cause : for 
a great crowd of squires after a revel, at which doubt-
less neither October nor claret had been spared, might 
have caused some inconvenience in the presence chamber. 
Sir John Lowther, who in wealth and influence was in-
ferior to no country gentleman of that age, was deputed 
to carry the thanks of the assembly to the palace. He 
spoke, he told the King, the sense of a great body of 
honest gentlemen. They begged His Majesty to be 
assured that they would in their counties do their best 
to serve him; and they cordially wished him a safe 
voyage to Ireland, a complete victory, a speedy return, 
and a long and happy reign. During the following 
week, many, who had never shown the~ faces in the 
circle at Saint James's since the Revolution, went to kiss 
the King's hand. So warmly indeed did those who had 
hitherto been regarded as half .Jacobites express their 

General, same date j Evelyn's Diary j point les Wiggs. IIs estoien t tous 
Lords' J oumals, Jan. 27. I will fort surpris quand je leur parlois, 
quote \Villiam's own words. "VOIlS n'ayant eommunique mon ·dllssin 
.vairez mon harangue imprimee: qu'a une seule personne. Je vis 
ainsi je ne vous en direz rien. Et des visages long comme un aune, 
pour les raisons quim'y ont oblige, change de eouleur vingt fois pen
je lea reser.verez a voua lea dire dant que je parlois. Tous ces parti
jusgues a vostre retour. II semble cularites jusques a vostl'e heureux 
que les Torls en sont bien aise, mais retour." 

IIK8 
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CHAP. approbation of the policy of the government that the 
xv. thoroughgoing Jacobites were much disgusted, and 

1690. complained bitterly of the strange blindness which 
seemed to have come on the sons of the Church of 
England.'" . 

All the acts of William, at this time, indicated his 
determination to restrain, steadily though gently, the 
violence of the Whigs, and to conciliate, if possible, the 
good will of the Tories .. Several persons whom the 
Commons had thrown into prison for treason were set 
at liberty on bail. t The prelates who held that their 
allegiance was still due to James were treated with a 
tenderness rare in the history of revolutions. Within a 
week after the prorogation, the first of February came, 
the day on which those ecclesiastics who refused to take 
the oath were to be finally deprived. Several of the 
suspended clergy, after holding out till the last moment, 
swore just in time to save themselves from beggary. 
But the Primate and five of his suffragans were still 
inflexible. They consequently forfeited their bishop
rics; but Sancroft was informed that the King had not 
yet relinquished the hope of being able to make some 
arrangement which might avert the necessity of ap
pointing successors, and that the non juring prelates 
might continue for the present to reside in their palaces. 
Their receivers were appointed receivers for the Crown, 
and continued to collect the revenues of the vacant 
sees.t Similar indulgence was shown to some divines 
of lower rank. Sherlock, in particular, continued, 
after his deprivation, to live unmolested ,in his official 
mansion close to the Temple Church. 

Dissolution And now. appeared a proclamation dissolving the 
~~:l~~~i:n. Parliament. The writs for a general election went out; 

• Evelyn's Di~ry; Clarendon's 
Diary, Feb. 9. 1690; Van Citters 

to the States General, ;~~'. ~~: j Lons
dale MS. quote(l by Dalrymple. 

t Narcissus Luttrell's Diary. 
t Clarendon's Diary, Feb. 11 

1690. 
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and soon every part of the kingdom was in a ferment. 
Van Citters, who had resided in England during many 
eventful years, declared that he had never seen London 
more violently agitated.'" The excitement was kept up 
by compositions of all sorts, from s()rmons with sixteen 
heads down to jingling street ballads. Lists of diyi
sions were, for the first time in our history, printed 
and dispersed for the information of constituent bodies. 
Two of these lists may st~ be seen in old libraries. 
One of the two, circulated by the Whigs, contained 
the names of those Tories who had voted against 
declaring the throne vacant. The other, circulated by 
the Tories, contained the names of those Whigs who 
had supported the Sacheverell clause. 

It soon became clear that public feeling had under
gone a great change during the year which had elapsed 
since the Convention had met; and it is impossible to 
deny that this change was, at least in part, the natural 
consequence and the just punishment of the intempe
rate and vindictive conduct of the Whigs. Of the city 
of London they thought themselves sure. The Livery 
had in the preceding year returned four zealous Whigs 
without a contest. But all the four had voted for 
the Sacheverell clause; and by that clause many of the 
merchant princes of Lombard Street and Cornhill, men 
powerful in the twelve great companies, men whom the 
goldsmiths followed humbly, hat in hand, up and do~ 
the arcades of the Royal Exchange, would have been 
turned with all indignity out of the Court of Aldermen 
arid out of the Common Council. The struggle was for 
life or death. No exertions, no artifices, were . spared. 
William wrote to Portland that the Whigs of the City, 
in their despair, stuck at nothing, and that, as they 
went on, they would soon stand as much in need of an 
Act of Indemnity as the Tories. Four Tories however 
were returned, and that by so decisive it majority, that 
• Van Citters to the States General, February H. 1690; Evelyn's DiIll·Y. 
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the Tory·who stood lowest polled four hundred votes 
more than the Whig who stood highest.... The Sheriffs, 
desiring to defer as long as possible the triumph of 
their enemies, granted a scrutiny. But, though the 
majority was diminished, the result· was not affected. t 
At Westminster, two opponents of the Sacheverell 
clause were elected Without a contest.! But nothing 
indicated more strongly the disgust excited by the pro
ceedings of the late House ,of Commons than what passed 
in the University of Cambridge. Newton retired to 
his quiet observatory over the gate of Trinity College. 
Two Tories were returned by an overwhelming majo
rity. At the head of the poll was Sawyer, who had, 
but a few days before, been excepted from the Indem
nity Bill and expelled from the House of Commons. 
The records of the University contain curious proofs 
that the unwise severity with which he had been 
treated had raised an enthusiastic feeling in his favour. 
Newton voted for Sawyer; and this remarkable fact 
justifies us in believing that the great philosopher, in 
whose g~nius and virtue the Whig party justly glories, 
had seen the headstrong and revengeful conduct of 
that party with concern and disapprobation.§ 

It was soon plain that the Tories would have a 
majority in the new House of Commons.1I All the 
leading Whigs however obtained seats, with one excep
tion. John Hampden was excluded, and was regretted 
only by the most intolerant and unreasonable mem
bers of his party . .f. 

• William to Portland, ::~~h2~O. 
1690; Van Citters to the States 
General, March 1.\.; Narcissus 
Luttrell's Diary. , 

t Van Citters, March H. 16»; 
Narcissus ,Luttrell's Diary. 
• :j: Van Citters .to the .States 
General, March H. 1690. 

§ The votes were for Sawyer 
165, for Finch 141, for Bennet, 
whom I suppose to have been a 

Whig,87. At the University every 
voter delivers his vote in writing. 
One of tbe votes given on this occa
sion is in the following words, 
".Henricus Jenkes, ex amore justi
tire, eligit virum consultissimum Ro
bertum Sawyer." 

U Van Citters to the States 
General, Marcb U .. 1690. 

~ It is amusing to see how 
absurdly foreign pamphleteers, igno-
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The King meanwhile was making, in almost every CHAP. 

department of the executi.ve government, a change xv. 
corresponding to the change which the general election 1690. 
was making in the composition of the legislature. ~:ges 
Still, however, he did not think of forming what is now ~~ec:tive 
called a ministry. He still reserved to himself more ::l:t~· 
especially the direction of foreign affairs; and he super
intended with minute attention all the preparations for 
the approaching campaign in' Ireland. In his confideri
tialletters he complained that he had to perform, with 
little or no assistance, the task of organizing the disor
ganized military establishments of the kingdom. The 
work, he said, was heavy; but it must be done; for 
everything depended on it.... In general, the govern-
ment was still a government by independent depart-
ments; and. in almost every department Whigs and. 
Tories were still mingled, though not exactly iIi the 
old proportions. The Whig element. had ,decidedly 
predominated in 1689. The Tory 'element predomi-
nated, though not very decidedly, in 1690. . 

Halifax had laid down the PriVy Seal. It was 

rant of the real state of things in 
England, exaggerated the import
ance of John Hampden, whose name 
they could not spell. In a French 
Dialogue between William and the 
Ghost of Monmouth, William says, 
" Entre ces membres de IaChambre 
Basse etoit un certain homme hardy, 
opiniatre, et .zele Ii l'exces pour 
sa creance; on l' appel1e Embden, 
egalement dangereux par Bon esprit 
et par son credit. ••• Je ne trouvay 
point de chemin plus court pour 
me delivrer de cette traverse, que de 
casser Ie parlement, en convoquer 
un autre, et empeseher que eet hom~ 
,me, qui me faisoit tant d'ombrages, 
,ne fustnomme pour un des deputez 
au nouvel parlement." " Ainsi," 
says the Ghost, "cette cassation de 
parlement qui a fait tant de bruit, 

et B produit tant de raisonnemens 
et de speculations, n'estoit que' pour 
exclure Embden. Mais s'il estoit 
si adroit et si zlHe, comment as-tu, 
pu trouver Ie moyen de Ie faire 
exclure du nom bre des deputez?" 
To this very sensible question the 
King answers, "II m'B faHu faire 
d'etranges manreuvres pour en venir 
Ii bout."-L'Ombre de Monmouth, 
1690. 

• "A present tout dependra d'un 
bon succes en Irlande; et a. quoy 
il faut que je m'apJique entiere
:ment pour regler Ie mieux que' je 
puis toutte j:hose •• ',' • Je vous 
Jlsseure que je n'ay pas peu sur les 
bras, estant aussi mal assiste que je 
suis."-William to Portland, ~~.;: 
1690. 
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CHAP. offered to Chesterfield, a Tory who had voted in the 
xv. Convention for a Regency. But Chesterfield refused 

1690. to quit, his country house and gardens in Derbyshire 
for the Court and the Council Chamber; and the 
Privy Seal was put into Commission.... Caermar
then was now the chief adviser of the Crown on all 
matters relating to the internal administration and to 
the management of the two Houses of Parliament. 
The white. staff, and the immense power which accom
panied the white staff, William was still determined 

Caerma!- . never to entrust to any subject. Caermarthen there
!!fnnis~!~~f fore continued to be Lord President; but he took pos

session of a suite of apartments in Saint James's Palace 
which was considered as peculiarly belonging to the 
Prime Minister.t He had, during the preceding year, 
pleaded ill health as an excuse for seldom appearing 
at the Council Board j and the plea was not without 
foundation: 'for his digestive· organs had some morbid 
peculiarities which puzzled'the whole College of Physi
cians: his complexion was livid: his frame was meagre; 
and his face, handsome and intellectual as it was, had a 
haggard look which indicated the restlessness of pain 
as well as the restlessness of ambition.t As soon, 
however, as he was once more minister, he applied 
himself strenuously to business, and toiled, every day, 
and all day long, with an energy which amazed every 
body who saw his ghastly countenance and tottering 
gait. 

Though he could not obtain for himself the office of 

'* Van Citters, Feb. H. 16~; 
Memoir of the Earl of Chesterfield, 
by himself; Halifax to Chester
field, Feb. 6.; Chesterfield to Ha
lifax, Feb. 8. The editor ·of the 
letters of the second Earl of Ches-

, terfield, not allowing for the change 
of sty Ie, has misplaced this corre
spondence by a year. 

t Van Citters to the States Ge" 
neral, Feb. H. 1690. 

:t: A strange peculiarity of his 
constitution is mentioned in an ac
count of him which was published 
a few months after his death. See 
the volume entitled "Lives and 
Characters of the most Illustrious 
Persons, British and Foreign, who 
died in the year 17H!," 
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Lord Treasurer, his influence at the Treasury was great. 
:Monmouth, the First Commissioner, and Delamere, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, two of the most violent 
Whigs in England, quitted their seats.. On this,' as on 
many other occasions, it appeared that they had no
thing but their Whig~sm in common. The volatile 
Monmouth, sensible that he had none of the qua
lities of a :financier, seems to have taken no personal 
offence at being removed from a place which he never 
ought to have occupied. He thankfully accepted a 
pension, which his profuse habits made necessary to 
him, and still continued to attend councils, to frequent 
the Court, and to discharge th~ duties of a Lord of the 
Bedchamber.· He also tried to make himself useful in 
military business, which he ·understood, if not well, yet 
better than most of his brother nobles; and he professed, 
during a few months, a great regard' for Caermarthen. 
Delamere was in a very di1ferent mood. It was in vain 
that his services were overpaid with honours and riches. 
He was created Earl of Warrington. He obtained a 
grant of all the lands that could be discovered belong~ 
ing to Jesuits in five or }lix counties. A demand made 
by him on account of expenses incurred at the time of 
the Revolution was allowed; and he carried with him 
into retirement as the reward of his patriotic exertions 
a large sum, which the State could ill spare. But his 
anger was not to be so appeased; and to the end of his 
life he continued to complain bitterly of the ingratitude 
with which he and his party had been treated. t 

• Monmouth's pension and the 
good understanding between him and 
the Court are mentioned in a letter 
from a Jacobite agent in England, 
which is in the Archives of the 
French War Office. The date is 
April -/rr. 1690. 

t The grants of land obtained 
by Delamere are mentioned· by 
Narcissus Luttrell. It appears from 

. . . 

·the Treasury Letter B.ook of 1690 
that Delamere continued to dun the 
government for money after his re
tirement. As to his general chanCier 
It would not be safe to trust the re
presentations of satirists. But bis 
own writings, and the admissions of 
the divine who preached his funeral 
*rmon, show that his temper was 
not the Jnost gentle. Clarendon 
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Sir I John Lowther became First Lord of the Trea
sury, and was the person on whom Caermarthen chiefly 
relied for the conduct of the ostensible business of the 
House of Commons. Lowther was a man· of ancient 
descent, ample estate, and great parliamentary interest. 
Though not an old man, he was an old senator: for 
he had, before he was of age, succeeded his father as 
knight of the shire for Westmoreland. In truth the 
representation of Westmoreland was almost as much 
one of the hereditaments of the Lowther family as 
Lowther Hall. Sir John's abilities were· respectable; 
his manners, though sarcastically noticed in contem
porary ° lampoons as too formal, were eminently cour
teous: hiso personal courage he was but too ready to 
prove:· Ms morals were irreproachable: his time was 
diVided between respectable labours and respectable 
pleasures: his chief business was to attend the House 
of Commons and to preside on the Bench of Justice: his 
favourite amusements were reading and gardening. In 
opinions he was a very moderate Tory. He was attached 
to hereditary monarchy and to the Established . Church: 
but he had concurred in the Revolution: he had no 
misgivings touchIng the title of William and Mary: he 
had sworn allegiance· to them Without any mental re
servation; and he appears to have strictly kept his 

. oath. Between him and Caermarthen there was a close 
connection. They had acted together cordially in the 
Northern insurrection; and they agreed in their poli
tical views, as nearly as a very cunning statesman 
and a very honest country gentleman could be ex
pected to agree.... By Caermarthen's influence Low-

remarks (Dec. 17. 1688) that a 
little thing sufficed to put Lord De
lamere into a passion. In the poem 

• entitled the King of Hearts, Dela
mere is described as-
.. A restless malecontent even when pre. 

fenocd." 

His countenance furnished a subject 

for satire: 
.. His boding looks a mind distracted 

show; 
And envy sits eng;aved npon his brow." 

• My ·notion of Lowther's cha
racter has been chiefly formed from 
two papers written by himself, one 
of which bas been printed, though 
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ther was now raised to one of the most important places CH A P. 

in the kingdom. Unfortunately it was a place requir_ xv, 
ing qualities very different from those which suffice to 1690• 
make a valuable county member aild chairman of quar-
ter sessions. The tongue of the new First Lord of the 
Treasury was not sufficiently ready, nor was his temper 
sufficiently callOUs. for his post. . He had ne.ither adroit-
ness to parry, nor fortitude to endure, the gibes and 
reproaches to which, in his new character of courtier 
and placeman, he was exposed. There was also some-
thing to be done which he was too scrupulous to do; 
something which had never been done by Wolsey or 
Burleigh; something which has never been done by 
any English statesman of our generation; but which, 
from the time of Charles .the Second. to the time of 
George the Third, was one of the most important 
parts of the business of a minister. 

The history of the rise, progress, and decline of par- Rise and 

liamentary corruption in England still remains to be ~~r~ss 
written. No subject has called forth a greater quantity liament.ary 

f I . t' d" Thr corrnptlOIl o e oquent VItupera Ion an stmgmg sarcasm. ee in Eng. 

generations of serious and of sportive writers wept and land. 

laughed over the venality of the senate. Th.at venality 
was denounced on the hustings, anathematized from the 
pulpit, and burlesqued on the stage; was attacked by 
Pope in brilliant verse, and by Bolingbroke in stately 
prose, by Swift with savage hatred, and by· Gay with 
festive malice. The voices of Tories and Whigs, of 
Johnson and Akenside, of Smollett and Fieldirig, con
tributed to swell the cry. But rione of those who railed 
or of those who jested took the trouble to verify the 
phrenomena, or to trace them to the real causes. 
I believe not pUblished. A copy of 
the other is among the Mackintosh 
1\1 Ss. Something I have taken 
from contemporary satires. That 
Lowther was too ready to expose 
his life in private .encounters is 

. &ufiiciently proved .by the fact that, 

when he was First Lord of the 
Treasury, he accepted a challenge 
from a custom house officer whom 
he had dismisse,l. There was a 
duel; and Lowther was severely 
wounded. This event is mentioned 
in Luttrell's Diary, April 1690. ' 
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Sometimes the evil was imputed to the depravity of 
a particular minister: . but, when he had been driven 
from power, and when those who had most loudly 
accused him governed in his stead, it was found that 
the change of men had produced no change of system. 
Sometimes the evil was .imputed to the degeneracy of 
the national character. Luxury and cupidity, it was 
said, . had produced in our country the same effect 
which they had produced of old in the Roman republic. 
The modern Englishman was to the Englishman of 

. the sixteenth century what Verres and Curio were to 
Dentatus and Fabricius. Those who held this lan
guage were as ignorant and shallow as people generally 
are who extol the past at the expense of the present. 
A man of sense would have perceived that, if the Eng
lish of the time of George the Second had really been 
more sordid and dishonest than their forefathers, the 
deterioration would not have shown itself in one place 
alone. The progress of judicial venality and of official 
venality would have kept· pace with the progress of 
parliamentary venality. But nothing is more certain 
than that, while the legislature was becoming more and 
more venal, the courts of law and the public offices 
were becoming purer and purer. The representatives 
of the people were undoubtedly more mercenary in the 
days of Hardwicke and Pelham than in the days of the 
Tudors. But the Chancellors of the Tudors took plate 
and jewels from suitors without scruple or shame; and 
Hardwicke would have committed for contempt any 
suitor who had dared to bring him a present. The 
Treasurers of the Tudors raised princely fortunes by 
the sale of places, titles, and pardons; and Pelham 
would have ordered his servants to turn out of his 
house any man who had offered him money for a 

. peerage or a commissionership of customs. It is evi
dent, therefore, that the prevalence of corruption in 
the Parliament cannot be ascribed to. a general depra-
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vation or morals. The taint was local: we must look 
for some local cause; and such a cause will without 
difficulty be round. 

Under our ancient sovereigns the House of Oommons 
rarely interfered with the executive administration. 
The Speaker was charged not to let the members meddle 
with matters of State. If any gentleman was very 
troublesome he was cited before the Privy Council, 
interrogated, reprimanded, and sent to meditate on his 
undutiful conduct in the Tower. The Commons did 
their best to protect themselves by keeping thejr deli
berations secret, by excluding strangers, by making it a 
crime to repeat out of doors what had passed within 
doors. But these precautions were of small avail. In 
so large an assembly there were always talebearers 
ready to carry the evil report of their brethren to the 
palace. To oppose the Court was therefore a service 
of /!Ierious danger. In those days, of course, there was 
little or no buying of votes. For an honest man was 
not to be bought; and it was much cheaper to intimi
date or to coerce a knave than to buy him. 

For a very different reason there has been no direct 
buying of votes within the memory of the present 
generation. The House of Commons is now supreme 
in the State, but is accountable to the nation. Even 
those members who are not chosen by large constituent 
bodies are kept in awe by public opinion. Every thing 
is printed: every thing is discussed: every material 
word uttered in debate is read by a million of people 
on the morrow. Within a few hours after an important 
division, the lists of the majority and the minority are 
scanned and analysed in every town from Plymo:uth to 
Inverness. If a name be found where it ought not to 
be, the apostate is certain to be reminded in sharp 
language or the promises which he has broken and of 
the professions which he has belied. At present, there
fore, the best way in which a government can secure 

CHAP. 
xv. 

1690. 
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the support of a' majority of the representative body is 
by gaining the confidence of the nation. 

But between the time when our Parliaments ceased 
_ to be controlled by royal prerogative and the time when 
they began to be constantly and effectually controlled 
by public opinion there was a long interval. After 
the Restoration, no governm~nt ventured, to return to 
those methods by which, before the civil war, the free
dom of deliberation had been restrained. A member 
could no longer be called to account for his harangues 
or his -votes. He might obstruct the passing of bills 
of supply: he might arraign _ the whole foreign policy 
ef the country: he might lay on the table articles of 
impeachment against all the chief ministers; and he 
ran not the smallest risk of being treated as Morrice 
had been treated by -Elizabeth, or Eliot by Charles 
the First. The senator now stood in no awe of the 
Court. Nevertheless all the defences behind which 
the feeble Parliaments of the sixteenth century had en
trerichedthernselves against the attacks of prerogative 
were not only still kept up, but were extended and 
strengthened. No politician seems to have been aware 
that these -defences were no longer' needed for their 
original purpose, and had begun to serve a purpose very 
different. -The rules which had been originally designed 
to secure faithful representatives against the displeasu;re 
of the Sovereign, now operated to secure unfaithful 
representatives against the displeasure of the people, 
and proved much more effectual for the latter end than 
they had -ever -been for the former. It was natural, it 
was inevitable, that, in a legislative body emancipated 
from the restraints of the sixteenth century, and not 
yet subjected to the restraints of the nineteenth century, 
in a legislative body which feared neither the King nor 

• the public, there _ should be corruption. . 
The plague spot began to be visible and palpable ~ 

day~ ~f _ t!!~ _ ~~1:>al. Clifford, the boldest and fiercest of 
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the wicked Five, had the merit of discovering that a 
noisy patriot, whom it was no longer possible to send to 
prison, might be turn~d into a courtier by a goldsmith's 
note. Clifford's example was followed by his successors. 
It soon became a. proverb that a Parliament resembled 
a pump. Often, the wits said, when a pump appears to 
be dry, if a very small quantity of water is poured in, 
a great quantity of water gushes out: and so, when a 
Parliament appears to be niggardly, ten thousand pounds 
judiciously given in bribes will often produce a million ill 
supplies. The evil was not diminished, nay, it was aggra
vated, by that Revolution which freed our country from 
so many other evils. The House of Commons was now. 
more powerful than ever as against the Crown, and yet 
was not more strictly responsible than formerly to the 
nation. The government had a new motive for buying 
the members; and the members had no new motive for 
refusing to sell themselves. William, indeed, had an 
aversion to bribery: he resolved to abstain from it; 
and, during the first year of his reign, he kept his reso
lution. Unhappily the events of that year did not 
encourage him to persevere in his good intentions. As 
soon as Caermarthen was placed at the head of the inter
nal administration of the realm, a complete change took 
place. He was in truth no novice in the art of pur
chasing votes. He had, sixteen years before, succeeded 
Clifford at the Treasury, had inherited Clifford's tactics, 
had improved upon them, and had employed them to 
an extent which would have amazed the inventor. 
From the day on which .caermarthen was called a 
second time to the chief direction of affairs, parlia:rp.ent
ary corruption continued to be practised, with sc~rcely 
any intermission, by a long succession of statesmen,.!ill.. 
the close of the Ame!~n war. Neither of the great 
'English parties can justijC1i'arge the other with ,any 
peculiar guilt on this account. The Tories were the 
first who introduced the system and the last who clung 
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CHAP. to it :' but it attained its greatest vigour in the time of 
xv. Whig ascendency. The extent to which parliamentary 

1690. support was bartered for money cannot be with any 
precision ascertained. But it seems probable that the 
number of hirelings was greatly exaggerated by vulgar 
report, and was never large, though often sufficient to 
turn the scale on important divisions. An unprincipled 
minister eagerly accepted the services of these merce
naries. An honest minister reluctantly submitted, for 
the sake of the commonwealth, to what he considered as a 
shameful and odious extortion. But during many years 
every minister, whatever his personal character might be, 
consented, willingly or unwillingly, to manage the Par
liament in the only way in which the Parliament could 
then be managed. It at length became as notorious that 
there was a market for votes at the Treasury as that 
there was a market for cattle in Smithfield. Numerous 
demagogues out of power declaimed against this vile 
traffic: but everyone of those demagogues, as soon as he 
was in power, found himself driven by a kind of fatality 
to engage in that traffic, or at least to connive at it. 
Now and then perhaps a man who had romantic notions 
of public virtue refused to be himself the paymaster of 
the corrupt crew, and averted his eyes while his less 
scrupulous colleagues did that which he knew to be 
indispensable, and yet felt to be degrading. But the 
instances of this prudery were rare indeed. The 
doctrine generally received, even among upright and 
honourable politicians, was that it was shameful to re
ceive bribes, but that it was necessary to distribute 
them. It is a remarkable fact that the evil reached the 
greatest height during the administration of Henry 
Pelham, a statesman of good intentions, of spotless 
morals in private life, and of' exemplary disinterested-

. ness. It is not difficult to guess by what arguments he 
and other well meaning men, who, like him, ,followed 
the fashion of their age, quieted their co:p.sciences. No 

I 
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casuist, however severe, has denied that it may be a CHAP. 

duty to give what it is a crime to take. It was in- xv. 
famous in Jeffreys to demand money for the lives of 16£0. 

the unhappy prisoners whom he tried at Dorchester 
and Taunton. But it was not infamous, nay, it was 
laudable, in the kinsmen and friends of a prisoner to 
contribute of their substance in order to make up a 
purse for Jeffreys. The Sallee rover,. who threatened 
to bastinado a Christian captive to death. unless a ran-
80m was forthcoming, was an odious ruffian. But to 
ransom a Christian captive from a Sallee rover was, 
not merely an innocent, but a highly meritorious act. 
It would be improper in such cases to use the word 
corruption. Those who receive the filthy lucre are 
corrupt already. He who bribes them does not make 
them wicked: he finds them so ; and he merely prevents 
their evil propensities from producing evil effects. And 
might not the same plea be urged in defence of a 
minister who,· when no other expedient would avail, 
paid greedy and lowminded men not to ruin their 
country? 

It was by some such reasoning as. this that the 
scruples of William were overcome. Honest Burnet, 
with the uncourtly courage which distinguished him, 
ventured to remonstrate with the King. "Nobody," 
William answered, "hates bribery more than I. But 
I have to do with a set of men who must be managed 
in this vile way or not at all. I must strain a point; 
or the country is lost."" 

It was necessary for the Lord President to have in Sir John 

the House of Commons an agent for the purchase of Trevor. 

members; and Lowther was botll too awkward and too' 
scrupulous to be such aD: agent. But a man in: whoni 
craft and profligacy were united in a; high degree was 
without difficulty found. This was the Master of the 
Rolls, Sir John Trevor, who had _been Speaker in the 

• Durnet, ii. 76. 
!lN2 
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single Parliament held by James. High as Trevor 
had risen in the ·world, there were people who could 
still remember him a strange looking lawyer's clerk in 
the Inner Temple. Indeed, nobody who had ever seE:n 
him was likely to forget him. For his grotesque 
features and his hideous squint were far beyond the 
reach of caricature. His parts, which were quick and 
vigorous, had enabled him early to master the science 
of chicane. Gambling and betting were his amuse
ments; and out of these amusements he contrived to 
extract much business in the way of his profession. 
For his opinion on a question arising out of a wager 
or a game at chance had as much authority as a 
judgment of any court in Westminster Hall. He soon 
rose to be one of the boon companions whom J ef
freys hugged in fits of maudlin friendship over the 
bottle at night, and cursed and reviled in court on the 
morrow. Under such a teacher, Trevor rapidly became 
a proficient in that peculiar kind of rhetoric which had en
livened the trials of Baxter and of Alice Lisle. Report 
indeed spoke of some scolding matches between the 
Chancellor and his friend, in which the disciple had 
been not less voluble and scurrilous than the master. 
These contests, however, did not take place till the 
younger adventurer had attained riches and dignities 
such that he no longer stood in need of the patronage 
which had raised him. * Among High Churchmen 
Trevor, in spite of his notorious want of principle, had 
at this time a certain popularity, which he seems to 
have owed chiefly to their ~onviction that, however in
sincere he might be in general, his hatred of the dis
senters was genuine and hearty. There was little doubt 
that, in a House of Commons in which the Tories had a 
majority, he might easily, with the support of the Court, 
be chosen Speaker. He was impatient to be again in 
his old post, which he well knew how to make. one 9f 

• Roger North's Life of Guildford. 
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the most lucrative in the kingdom; and he willingly CHAP. 

undertook that secret and shameful office for which xv. 
Lowther was altogether unqualified. 1690. 

Richard Hampd~n was appointed Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. This appointment was probably intended 
as a mark of royal gratitude for the moderation of his 
conduct, and for the attempts which he had made to 
curb the violence of his Whig friends, and especially of 
his son. 

Godolphin voluntarily left the Treasury; why, we are Go~olphill 
not informed. We can scarcely doubt that the dissolu- retires. 

tion and the result of the general election must have 
given him pleasure. For his political opinions leaned 
towards Toryism; and he had, in the late reign, done 
some things which, though not very heinous, stood in 
need of an indemnity: - It is probable that he did not 
think it compatible with his personal dignity to sit at 
the board below Lowther, who was in rank his inferior." 

A new Commission of Admiralty was issued. At Changes .at 

the head. of the naval administration was placed Thomas ;~~:'dml
Herbert, Earl of Pembroke, a high born and high bred 
man, who had ranked among the Tones, who had voted 
for a Regency, and who had married the daughter of 
Sawyer. That Pembroke's Toryism, however, was not 
of a narrow and illiberal kind is sufficiently proved 
by the fact that, immediately after the Revolution, the 
Essayon the Human Understanding was dedicated to 
him . by John Locke, in token of gratitude for kind 
offices done in evil times. t 

Nothing was omitted which could reconcile Torring
ton to this change. For, though he .had been found 

• Till some years after this time 
the First Lord of the Treasury 
was always the man of highest rank 
at the Board. Thus Monmouth, 
Delamere and Godolphin took their 
places according to the order of 
precedence in which they stood as 
~rs. 

t The dedicatioit, however, was 
thought too laudatory. " The only 
thing, Mr. Pope used to say, he 
could never forgiv~ his philoso
phic master was the dedication to 
the Essay." - Ruft'head's Life of 
Pope. 

KKS 
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, . 
an incapable administrator, he still stood so high in 
general estiniat~oIJ. as a seaman that the government 
was unwilling to lose his services. He was assured 
that no slight was intended to him. He could not 
serve his country at once on the ocean and at West
minster; and it had been thought less difficult to sup
ply his place in his office than on the deck of his flag 
ship. He was at first very angry, and actually laid 
down his commission: but some concessions were mad~ 
to his pride: a pension of three thousand pounds a 
year and a grant of ten thousand acres of crown land 
in the Peterborough level were irresistible baits to his 
cupidity; and, in an evil hour for England, he con
sented to remain at the head of the naval force, on 
which the safety of her coasts depended.:I{o 

Changes in While these changes were malilng in the offices round 
!::~.?o~':~f Whitehall, the Commissions of Lieutenancy all over the 
Liellte- kingdom were revised. The Tories had, dU'ring twelve 
nancy. months, been complaining that their share in the go-

vernment of the districts in which they lived bore no 
proportion to their number, to their wealth, and to the 
consideration which they enjoyed in society. They now 
regained with . great delight their former position in 
their shires. The Whigs raised a cry that the Jpng 
was foully betrayed, and that he had been induced by 
evil counsellors to put the sword into the hands of men 
who, as soon as a favourable opportunity offered, would 
turn the edge against himself. In a dialogue which 
was believed to have been written by the newly created 
Earl of Warrington, and which had a wide circula
tion at the time, but has long been forgotten, the· 
Lord Lieutenant of a county was introduced express
ing his apprehensions that the majority of his deputies 
were traito~s at heart. t But nowhere was the excite-

"" Van Citters to the States Gene. 
ral April 25. 1690· Narcissus Lut-

, !\lay 6. J 

trell's Diary; Treasury Letter Book, 
Feb. 4. Hia, 

t The Dialogue between a Lont 
Lieutenant and one of bis Deputies 
will not be found in the collection 
of \l' arrington's writings which .was 
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ment produced by the new distribution of power so 
h'Teat as in the capital. By a Commission of Lieu
tenancy which.had been issued immediately after the 
Revolution, the train bands of the City had been put 
Wlder the command of stanch Whigs. Those powerful 
and opulent citizens whose names were omitted com
plained that the list was filled with eIded of :puritan 
congregations, With Shaftesbury's brisk boys, with Rye 
House plotters, and that it was scarcely possible to find, 
mingled with that multitude of fanatics and levellers, a 
single man sincerely attached to monarchy and to the 
Church. A new Commission now appeared framed by 
Caermarthen and Nottingham. They had taken counsel 
with Compton, the Bishop of the diocese; and Compton 
was not a very discreet adviser. He had originally been 
a High Churchman and a Tory. The severity with which 
he had been treated in the late reign had transformed 
him into a Latitudinarian and a rebel; and he had now, 
from jealousy of Tillotson, turned High Churchman and 
Tory again. The Whigs complainea that they were 
ungratefully proscribed by a government which owed 
its existence to them; that some of the best friends of 
King William had been dismissed with contumely to 
make room for some of his worst enemies, for men who 
were as unworthy of trust as any Irish Rapparee, for 
men who had delivered up to a tyrant the charter and 
the immemorial privileges of the City, for men who had 
made themselves notorious by the cruelty with which 
they had enforced the penal laws against Protestant 
dissenters, nay, for men who had sate on those juries 
which had fOWld Russell and Cornish guilty.· The 

published in 16940, under the sanc
tion, as it should seem, of his fa
mily. 

• Van Citters to the States Ge
neral, March H. April fi. 1690; 
Narcissus Luttrell's Diary; Burnet, 
ii. 72.; The Triennial Mayor, or 

the Rapparees, a Poem, 169]. The 
poet says of one of the new civic 
functionaries: 
.. Soon his pretence to conscience we can 

ront. . 
And in a bloody jury find him out, 
Where noble Publius worried was WIth 

roguca." 
1111114 
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discontent was so' great that it seemed; durIng a short 
time, likely· to cause pecuniary embarrassment to the 
State. The supplies voted by the late Parliament came 
in slowly. The wants of the public service were press
ing. In such circumstances it was to the citizens of 
London that the government always looked for help; 
and th~ government of William had hitherto looked es
pecially to those citizens who' professed Whig opinions. 
Things were now changed. A few eminent Whigs, In 
their first anger, sullep.ly Tefused to advance money. 
Nay, one or two unexpectedly withdrew considerable 
sums from the Exchequer.:Ito The financial difficulties 
might have been serious, had not some wealthy Tories, 
who, if Sacheverell's clause had become law, would have 
been excluded from all municipal honours, offered the 
Treasury a hundred thousand pounds down, and pro
mised to raise a still larger sum. t 

While the City was thus agitated, came a day ap
poInted by roy31 proclamation for a general fast. The 
reasons assigned' for this solemn act of devotion were 
the lamentable state of Ireland and the approachIng 
departure of the King. Prayers were offered up for the 
safety of His Majesty's person and for the success of his 
arms. The churches of London were crowded. The 
most eminent preachers of the capital, who were, with 
scarcely an exception, either moderate Tories or mode
rate Whigs, exerted themselves to calm the public mind, 
and earnestly exhorted their flocks not to withhold, 
at this great conjuncture, a hearty support from the 
prince, with whose fate was bound up the fate of the 
whole nation. Burnet told a large congregation from 
the pulpit how the Greeks, when the Great Turk was 
preparing to besiege Constantinople, could not be per
suaded to contribute any part of their wealth for the 

• Treasury Minute Book, Feb. 5. 
16~~. 

t Van Citters, Feb. H. Mar. U. 
Mar. H. 1690. 
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common defence, and how bitterly toey repented of CHAP. 

their avarice when they were compelled to deliver up ~ 
to the victorious infidels the treasures which had been 1690. 

refused to the supplications of the last Christian em
peror.-

The Whigs, however, as a party, did not stand in need Temper. of 
of such an admonition. Grieved and angry as they were, the Whlga. 

they were perfectly sensible that on the stability of the 
throne of William depended all that they most highly 
prized. What some of them might, at this conjuncture, 
have been tempted to do if they could have found an-
other leader, if, for example, their .Protestant Duke, their 
King Monmouth, had still been living, may be doubted. 
But their only choice was between the Sovereign whom 
they had set up and the Sovereign whom they had pulled 
down. It would have been strange indeed if they had 
taken part with James in order to punish William, when 
the worst fault which they imputed to William was that 
he did not participate in the vindictive feeling with which 
they remembered the tyranny of James. Much as they 
disliked the Bill of Indemnity, they had not forgotten 
the Bloody Circuit. They therefore, even in their ill 
humour, continued true to their own King, and, while 
grumbling at him, were ready to stand by him against 
his adversary with their lives and fortunes. t 

There were indeed exceptions; but they were very Dealingt' 

few; and they were to be found almost exclusively in ~:.?:.e 
two c~asses,. whic~. though widely differing from ea~h ~~t~:;a~~~ 
other m: SOCIal pOSItIOn, closely resembled each other m Shrews

laxity of principle. All the Whigs who are known to ~~~~on. 
have trafficked with Saint Germains belonged; not to 
the main body of the party, but either to the head or to 
the tail. They were either patricians high in rank 
.and office, or caitiffs who had ~ong been employed in 

• Van Citters, March «. 1690. -Court of Aldermen. 
The sermon is extant. It was t Welwood's Mercurius Reforma
preached at Bow Church before the tus, Feb. 12. 1690. 
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the foulest drudgery of faction. To the former class 
belonged Shrewsbury. Of the latter class the most 
remarkable specimen was Robert Ferguson. From 
the day on which the Convention Parliament was dis
solved, Shrewsbury began to waver in his allegiance : 
but that he had ever wavered was not, till long after, 
suspected by the public. That Ferguson had, a few 
months after the Revolution, become a furious J aco
bite, was no secret to any body, and ought not to have 
been matter of surprise to any body. For his apostasy' 
he could not plead even the miserable excuse that he 
had been neglected. . The ignominious services which 
he had formerly rendered to his party as a spy, a 
raiser of riots, a dispenser of bribes, a writer of libels, 
a prompter of false witnesses, had been rewarded only 
too prodigally for the honour of the new government. 
That lie should hold any high office was of course 
impossible. But a sinecure place of five hundred a 
year had been created for him in the department of 
the Excise. He now had what to him was opulence: 
but opulence did not satisfy him. For money indeed 
he had never scrupled to be guilty of fraud aggravated 
by hypocrisy: yet the love of 'money was not his 
strongest passion. Long habits had developed in him 
a moral disease from which people who make political 
agitation their calling are seldom wholly free. He 
could not be quiet. Sedition, from being his business, 
had become his pleasure. It was as impossible for him 
to live without doing mischief as for an old dram 
drinker or an old opium eater to live without the daily 
dose of poison. The very discomforts' and hazards of 
a lawless life had a strange attraction for him. He 
could no more be turned into' a peaceable and loyal 
subject than the fox can be turned into a shepherd's 

. dog, or than the kite can be.taught the habits of the barn 
door fowl. The Red Indian prefers his hunting ground 
to cultivated fields and stately cit~e8: the gipsy, shel-
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tered by a commodious roof, and provided with meat in CHAP 

due season, still pines for the ragged tent on the moor xv, 
and the meal of carrion; and even so Ferguson became 1690 
weary of plenty and security, of his salary, his house, 
his table and his coach, and longed to be again the presi-
dent of societies where none could enter -without a pass-
word, the director of secret presses, the distributor of 
inflammatory pamphlets; to see the walls placarded 
with descriptions of his person and offers of reward for 

. his apprehension; to have six or seven names, with a 
different wig and cloak for each, and to change his 
lodgings thrice a week at dead of night His hostility 
was not to Popery or to Protestantism, to monarchical 
government or to republican government, to the House 
of Stuart or to the House' of Nassau, but to whatever 
was at the time established. 

By the Jacobites this new ally was eagerly welcomed. Hopes or 
They were at that moment busied with schemes in which ~~~:aco
the help of a veteran plotte]:' was much needed. There 
had been a. great stir among them from the day on 
which it had been announced that William had deter-
mined to take the command in Ireland; and they were 
all looking forward with impatient hope to his depar-
ture. He was not a prince against whom men lightly 
venture to set up a standard of rebellion. His courage, 
his sagacity, the secrecy of his counsels, the success 
which had generally crowned his enterprises, overawed 
the vulgar. Even his most acrimonious enemies feared 
him at least as much as they hated him. While he was 
at Kensington, ready to take horse at a moment's no-
tice, malecontents who prized their ·heads and their 
estates were generally content to vent their hatred by 
drinking confusion to his hooked nose, and by squeezing 
with significant energy the orange which was his em-
blem. But their courage rose when they reflected that 
the sea would soon roll between him and our island. In 

. the _military and political calculations of that age, thirty 
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leagties of water were as important as three hundred 
leagues now are. The winds and waves frequently in
terrupted all communication between England and Ire
land. It sometimes happened that, during a fortnight 
or three weeks, not a word of intelligence from London 
reached Dublin. Twenty English counties might be 
up in arms long before any rumour that an insurrection 
was even apprehended could reach Ulster. Early in 
the spring, therefore, the leading malecontents assem
bled in London for the purpose of concerting an exten-' 
sive plan of action, and corresponded assiduously both 
with France and with Ireland. 

Meeting of Such was the temper of the English factions when, 
~:r~:~ on the twentieth of· March, the new Parlia~ent met. 
ment. The first duty which the 'Commons had to perform 

Settlement 
of the re
venue. 

was that of choosing a Speaker. Trevor was proposed 
by Lowther, was elected without opposition, "and was 
presented and approved 'with the ordinary ceremonial. 
The King then made a speech in which he especially 
recommended to the consIderation of the Houses two 
important_subjects, the settling of the revenue and the 
granting of an amnesty. He represented strongly the 
necessity of despatch. Every day was precious, the 
season for action was approaching. "Let not us," he 
said, "be engaged in debates while our enemies are in 
the field."'" 

The first subject which the Commons took into 
consideration was the state of the revenue. A great 
part of the taxes had, since the accession of William 
and Mary, been collected under the authority of Acts 
passed for short terms, and it was now time to determine 
on a permanent arrangement. A list of the salaries and 
pensions for which provision was to be made was laid 
'before the House; and the amount of the sums thus 

. expended called forth very just complaints from the 
independent members, among whom Sir Charles Sedley 

• Commons' Journals, March 20, 21, 22. 16l-~. 
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distinguished himself by his sarcastic pleasantry. A 
clever speech which he made against the placemen 
stole into print and was widely circulated: it has 
since been often republished; and it proves, what his 
poems and· plays might make us doubt,. that his con
temporaries were not mistaken in considering him as 
a man of parts and vivacity. Unfortunately the ill 
humour which the sigb,t of the Civil List caused eva
porated in jests and invectives without producing any 

. reform. 
The ordinary revenue by which the government had 

been supported before the Revolution had been partly he
reditary, and had been partly drawn from taxes granted 
to each sovereign for life. The hereditary revenue had 
'passed, with the crown, to William and Mary. It was 
derived from the rents of the royal domains, from fees, 
from fines, from wine licenses, from the first fruits and 
tenths of benE:fices, from the receIpts of the Post Office, 
and from that part of the excise which had, immediately" 
after the Restoration, been granted to Charles the Second 
. and to his successors for ever in lieu of the feudal 
services due to our ancient kings. Th~ income from 
all these sources was estimated at between four and 
five hundred thousand pounds .... 

Those duties of excise and customs which had been 
granted to James for life had, at the close of his reign, 
yielded abo~t nine hundred thousand pounds annually. 
William naturally wished to have this income on the 
same terms on which his uncle had enjoyed it; and ·his. 
ministers did their best to gratify his wishes. Lowther 
moved that the grant should be to the King and Queen 
for their joint and separate lives, and spoke repeatedly 
and earnestly in defence of this motion. He set forth 
William's claims to public gratitude and confidence; 
the nation rescued from Popery and arbitrary power; 

• Commons' Journals, March 28. 1690, and March 1. and March 20. 
J68J. 
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the Church delivered from persecution; the constitu
tion established on a firm basis. Would the Commons 
deal grudgingly with a prince who had done more for 
England than had ever been done for he:t: by any of 
his predecessors in so short a time, with a prince who 
was now about to expose himself to hostile weapons 
and pestilential ail' in order to preserve the English 
colony in Ireland, with a prince who was prayed for 
in every corner of the world where a congregation of 
Protestants could meet for the worship of God?- But 
on this subject Lowther harangued in vain. . Whig~ 
and Tories were equally fixed in the opinion that the 
liberality of Parliaments had been the chief cause of 
the disasters of the last thirty years; that to the 
liberality of the Parliament of 1660 was to be ascribed' 
the misgovernment of the Cabal; that to the liberality 
of the Parliament of 1685 was to be ascribed the 
Declaration of Indulgence, and that the Parliament 
of 1690 would be inexcusable if it did not profit by a 
long, a painful, an unvarying experience~ Mer much 
dispute a compromise was made. That portion of the 
excise which had' been settled for life on James, and 
which was estimated at three hundred thousand pounds 
a year, was settled on William and Mary for their joint 
and separate lives. It was supposed that, with the here
ditary revenue, and with three hundred thousand a year 
more from the excise, their Majesties would. have, inde
pendent of parliamentary control, between seven and 
eight hundred thousand a year. Out of this income was 
to be defrayed the charge both of the royal household 
and of those civil offices of which a list had been laid 
before the House. This income was therefore called 
the Civil List. The expenses of the royal household 
are now entirely separated from the expenses of the 

. civil government; but, by a whimsical perversion, the 
name of Civil List has remained attached to that 

• Grey's Debates, March 27. and 28. 1690. 
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portion of the revenue which is appropriated to the ex· CHAP. 

penses of the royal household. It is still more strange xv. 
that several neighbouring nations should have thought 1690. 

this most unmeaning of all names worth borrowing. 
Those duties of customs which had been settled for life 
on Charles and James successively, and which, in the 
year before the Revolution, had yielded six hundred 
thousand pounds, were granted to the Crown for a. term 
of only four years.-

William was by no means well pleased with this 
arrangement. lie thought it unjust and ungrateful 
in a. people whose liberties he had saved to bind him 
over to his good behaviour. "The gentlemen of 
England," he said to Burnet, "trusted King James 
'who was an enemy of their religion and of their 
Ja.ws; and they will not trust me by whom their 
religion and their laws have been preserved." Burnet 
answered very properly that there was no mark of 
personal confidence which His Majesty was not entitled 
to demand, but that this question was not a question 
of personal confidence. The Estates of the Realm 
wished to establish a general principle. They wished 
to set a precedent which might secure a remote pos· 
terity against evils such as the indiscreet liberality of 
former Parliaments had produced. " From those evils 
Your Majesty has delivered this generation. By ac· 
cepting the gift of the Commons on the terms on 
which it is offered Y 01U' Majesty will be also a deliverer 
of future generations." William was not convinced; 
but he had too much wisdom and self command to give 
way to his ill humour; and he accepted graciously what 
he could not but consider as ungraciously given. t 

The Civil List :was charged with an annuity of twenty Provision 

thousand pounds to the Princess of Denmark, in addi· fipor. the f 
rlncess 0 

• Commons' Journals, Mar. 28. 
1690. A very clear and exact 
account of the way in which the 
revenue was &dtled was &ent by 

Van Citters to the' StateII' General, Denmark. 
April -I..,. 1690. 

t Burnet, ii. 43. 
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tionto an annuity of thirty thousand pounds which had 
been settled on her at the time of her marriage. This 
arrangement was the result of a compromise which had 
been effected with much difficulty and after many irri
tating disputes. The King and Queen had never, since 
the commencement of their reign, been on very good 
terms with their sister. That William should have 
been disliked by a woman who had just sense enough to 
perceive that his temper was. sour and his manners re
pulsive, and who was uttel'ly incapable of appreciating 
his higher qualities, is not extraordinary. But Mary 
was made to' be loved. So lively and intelligent a 
woman could not indeed derive much pleasure from the 
society of Anne, who, when in good humour, was meekly 
stupid, and, when in bad humour, was sulkily stupid. 
Yet the Queen, whose kindness had endeared her to her 
humblest attendants, would hardly have made an .enemy 
of one whom it was her duty and her interest to make 
a friend, had not an influence strangely potent and 
strangely malignant been incessantly at work to divide 
the Royal House against itself. The fondness of the 
Princess for Lady Marlborough was such as, in a 
superstitious age, would have been ascribed to some 
talisman or potion. Not only had the friends, in their 
confidential intercourse with each other, dropped all 
ceremony and all titles, and become plain Mrs. Morley 
and plain Mrs. Freeman; but even Prince George, who 
cared as much for the dignity of his birth as he was 
capable of caring for any thing but claret and calvered 
salmon, submitted to be Mr. Morley. The Countess 
boasted· that she had selected the name of Freeman be
cause it was peculiarly suited to the frankness and bold
ness .of her character; and, to do her justice, it was not 
by the ordinary arts of courtiers that she established and 
long maintained her despotic empire over the feeblest of 
minds. She had little of that tact which is the charac
teristic talent of her sex: she was far too violent to 
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Batter 'or to dissemble: but, by a rare chance, she had 
fallen in with a nature on which dictation and contra
diction acted as philtres. In this grotesque friendship 
all the loyalty, the patience, the self devotion, was on 
the side of the mistress. The whims, the haughty airs, 
the fits of ill temper, were on the side of the waiting 
woman. 

Nothing is more curious than the relation in which 
the two ladies stood to Mr. Freeman, as they called 
1.farlborough. In foreign countries people knew in 
general that Apne was governed . by the Churchills. 
They knew also that the man who appeared to enjoy so 
large a share of her favour was not only a great soldier 
and politician, but also one of the finest gentlemen of 
his time, that his face and figure were eminently hand
some, his temper at once bland and resolute, his manners 
at once engaging and noble. Nothing could be more 
natural than that graces and accomplishments like his 
should win a female heart. On the Continent therefore 
many persons imagined that he was Anne's favoured 
lover; and he was 130 described in contemporary French 
libels which have long been forgotten; In England this 
calumny never found credit even with the Vulgar, and 
is nowhere to be found even in the most ribald doggrel 
that was sung about our streets. In trtith the Princess 
seems never to have been guilty of a thought incon
sistent with her conjugal vows. To her Marlborough, 
with all his genius and his valour, his beauty and his 
grace, was nothing but the husband of her frIend. 'Direct 
power over Her Royal Highness he had none. He could 
influence her only by the instrumentality of his wife; 
and his wife was no passive instrument. Though it is 
impossible to discover, in any thing that she ever' did, 
said or wrote, any indication of superior unders~anding, 
her fierce passions and strong will enabled her often to 
rule a husband who was born to rule grave senates and 
mighty armies. His courage, that courage which 'the 
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most perilous emergencies of War only made cooler and 
more steady, failed him when he had to encounter his 
Sarah's ready tears and voluble reproaches, the poutings 
of her lip and the tossings of her head. Historyex
hibits to us few spectacles more remarkable than that 
of a great and wise man, who, when he had combined 
vast and profound schemes of policy, could carry them 
into effect only by inducing one foolish woman, who was • 
often unmanageable, to manage another woman who was 
more foolish still. 

In one point the Earl and the Counte~s were perfectly 
agreed. They were equally bent on getting money; 
though, when it was got, he loved to hoard it, and she 
was not unwilling to spend. it.:I= The favour of the 
Princess they both regarded as a valuable estate. In 
her father's reign, they had begun to grow rich by 
means of her bounty. She was naturally inclined to 
parsimony; and, even when she was on the throne, her 
equipages and tables were by no means sumptuous. t It 
might have been thought, therefore, that, while she was 
a subject, thirty thousand a year, with a residence in the 
palace, would have been more than sufficient for all her 
wants. There were probably not in the kingdom two 
noblemen possessed of such an income. But no income 
would satisfy the greediness of those who governed her. 
She repeatedly contracted debts which James repeatedly 
discharged, not without . expressing much surprise and 
displeasure. 

The Revolution opened to the Churchills a new and 
boundless prospect of gain. The whole conduct of their 
mistress at-the great crisis had proved that she had no 
will, no judgment, no conscience, but theirs. To them 

• Jn a contemporary lampoon are 
these lines : 

" Oh, happy couple! IIi their life 
There does appear no sign of strife. 
They do agree 80 in the main, 
To sacrifice their souls for gain." 

The Female Nine, 1690. 

t Swift mentions the deficiency 
of hospitality and magnificence in 
her bousehold. Journal to Stella. 
Augnst 8. 1711.' 
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she had sacrificed affections, prejudices, habits, interests. 
In obedience to them, she had joined in the conspiracy 
against her father: she had fled from Whitehall in the 
depth of winter, through ice and mire, to a hackney 
coach: she had taken refuge in the rebel camp: she had 
consented to yield her place in the order of succession 
to the Prince of Orange. They saw with pleasure that 
she, over whom they possessed such boundless influence, 
pqssessed no common influence over others. Scarcely 
had the Revolution been accomplished when many Tories, 
disliking both the King who had been driven out and 
the King who had come in, and doubting whether their 
religion had more to fear from Jesuits or from Lati
tudinarians, showed a strong disposition to rally round 
Anne. Nature had made her a bigot. Such was the 
constitution of her mind that to the religion of her 
nursery she could not but adhere, without examination 
and without doubt, till she was laid in her coffin. In the 
court of her father she had been deaf to all that could 
be urged in favour of transubstantiation and auricular 
confession. In the court of her brother in law she was 
equally deaf to all that could be urged in favour of a 
general union among Protestants. This. slowness and 
obstinacy made her important. It was a great thing to 
be the only member of the Royal 'Family who regarded 
Papists and Presbyterians with an impartial aversion. 
While a large party was disposed'to make' her aD. idol; 
she was regarded by her two artful servants merely as 
a puppet. They knew that she had it iIi her power to 
give serious annoyance to the government; and they , 
determined to use this power in order to extort money, 
nominally for her, but really for themselves. While :M:arl
borough was commanding the English' forces iri the 
Low Countries, the execution of the plan was necessarily 
left to his wife; and she acted, not as he would doubtless 
have acted, with prudence and temper, b,ut, as is plain 
even from her own narrative, with odious violence and 
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insolence. Indeed she had passions to gratify from 
which he was altogether free. He, though one of the 
most covetous, was one of the least acrimonious of man~ 
kind: but malignity was in her a stronger passion than 
avarice. She hated easily: she hated heartily; and she 
hated implacably. Among the objects of her' hatred 
were all who were related to her mistress either on the 
paternal or on the maternal side. No person who had 
a natural interest in the Princess could observe without 
uneasiness the strange infatuation which made her the 
slave of an imperious and reckless termagant. This the 
Countess well knew. In her view the Royal Family and 
the family of Hyde, however they might differ as to other 
matters, were leagued against her; and she detested them 
all, James, William and Mary, Clarendon and Rochester. 
Now was. the time to wreak the accumulated spite of 
years. It was not enough to obtain a great, a regal, 
revenue for Anne. That revenue must be obtained by. 
means which would wound and humble those whom the 
favourite abhorred. It must not be asked, it must not 
be accepted, as a mark of fraternal kindness, but de
manded in hostile tones, and wrung by force from re
luctant hands. No application was made to the King 
and Queen. But they learned with astonishment that 
Lady Marlborough was indefatigable in canvassing the 
Tory members of Parliament, that a Princess's party 
was forming, that the House of Commons would be 
moved to. settle on Her Royal Highness a vast income 
independent of the Crown; Mary asked her sister what 
these proceedings meant. " I hear," said Anne, "that 
my friends have a mind to make me some settlement." 
It is said that the Queen, greatly hurt by an expression 
which seemed to imply that she and her husband were 
not among her. sister's friends, replied with unwonted 
sharpness," Of what friends do you speak? What 
friends have you except the King and me?"" The 

.. Ducbess of Marlborough's Vindicati~n •. But the Duchess was so 
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subject wa& never again mentioned between the sisters. 
Mary was probably sensible that she had made a mis
take in addressing herself to one who was merely a 
passive instrument in the hands of others. An attempt 
was made to open a negotiation with the Countess. 
After some inferior agents had expostulated with he~ 
in vain, Shrewsbury waited on her. It might have been 
expected that his intervention would have been success
ful: for, if the scandalous chronicle of those times could 
be trusted, he had stood high, too high, in her favour.· 
lie was .authorised by the King to promise that, if the 
Princess would desist from soliciting the members ·.of 
the House of Commons to support her cause, the income 
of Her Royal Highness should be increas~d from thirty 
thousand pounds to fifty thousand. The Countess flatly 
rejected this offer. The King's word, she };tad the in
solence to hint, was not a sufficient security. "I am 
confident," said Shrewsbury, "that His Majesty will 
strictly' fulfil his engagements. If he breaks them I will 
not serve him an hour longer." "That may be very 
honourable in you," answered the pertinacious vixen, 
"but it will be very poor comfort to the Princess." 
Shrewsbury, after vainly attempting to move the ser
vant, was at length admitted to an audience of the 
mistress. Anne, in language doubtless dictated by her 
friend Sarah, told him that the business· had gone too 
far to be stopped, and must be left to the decision of 
the Commons. t 

The truth was that the Princess's prompters hoped to 
obtain from Parliament. a much larger sum than was 
offered by the King. Nothing less than seventy thou-

abandoned a liar, that it is impos- inaccuracy, which, even when she 
Bible to believe a word that she has no motive for lying, makes it 
says, except when she accuses her- necessary to read every word written 
&elf. by her with suspicion, she creates 

• See the Female Nine. Shrewsbury a Duke, and represents 
t The DucheBB of Marlborough's herself as calling him" Your Grace." 

Vindication. With that habitual He was not made a Duke till 1694. 
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CHAP. sand a year would content them. But their cupidity 
~ overreached itself. The House of Commons showed a 
1690. great disposition to gratify Her Royal Highness. But, 

when at length her too eager adherents ventured to 
name the sum which they wished to grant, the mur
murs were loud. Seventy thousand a year at a time 
when the necessary expenses of the State were daily 
increasing, when the receipt of the customs was daily 
diminishing, when trade was low, when every gentle
man, every farmer, was. retrenching something from 
the charge of his table and his cellar! Th~ general 
opinion was that the sum which the King was under
stood to be willing to give would be amply sufficient.'" 
At last something was conceded on both sides. The 
Princess was forced to content herself with fifty thou
sand a year; and William agreed that this sum should 
be settled on her by Act of Parliament. She rewarded 
the services of Lady Marlborough with a pension of a 
thousand a· yeart: but this was in all probability a 
very small part of what the Churchills gained by the 
arrangement. 

After these transactions the two royal sisters con
tinued during many months to live on terms of civility 
and even of apparent friendship. But Mary, though she 
seems to have borne no malice to Anne, undoubtedly 
felt against Lady :Marlborough as much resentment as 
a very gentle heart is capable of feeling. Marlborough 
had been out of England during a great part of the 
time which his wife had spent in canvassing among 
the Tories, and, though he had undoubtedly acted in 
concert with her, had acted; as usual, with temper 
and decorum. He therefore continued to receive from 
William many marks of favour which were unaccom-

• panied by any indication of displeasure. 
In the debates on the settling of the revenue, the 

• Commons' Journals, December t Vindication of the Duches. of 
17. and J8. 16~9. Marlborough. 
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.distinction between Whigs and Tories does not appear CHAP. 

to have been very clearly marked. In truth, if there' xv. 
was any thing about which the two parties were agreed, 1690. 
it was the expediency of granting the customs to the 
Crown for a time not exceeding four years. But there 
were other questions which called forth the old ani-
mosity in all its strength. The Whigs were now a 
minority, but a minority formidable in numbers, and 
more formidable in ability. They carried .on the par
liamentary war, not less acrimoniously. than. when they 
were a majority, but somewhat more artfully. They 
brought forward several motions, such as no High 
Churchman could well support, yet such as no servant 
of William and Mary could well oppose. The Tory 
who voted for these motions would run a great risk of 
being pointe4 at as a turncoat by the sturdy Cavaliers 
of his county. The Tory who voted against those 
motions would run a great risk of being frowned upon 
at Kensington. 

It was apparently in pursuance of this policy that ~ill declar

the Whigs laid on the table of the House of Lords a bill ~!t~:f the 

declaring all the laws passed by the late Parliament to prec~ding 
be valid laws. No sooner had this bill been read than ;:~~ament 
the controversy of the preceding spring was renewed. 
The Whigs were joined on this occasion by almost all 
those noblemen who were connected with the govern-
ment. The rigid Tories, with Nottingham at their head, 
professed themselves willing to enact that every statute 
passed in 1689 should have the saine force that it would 
have had if it had been passed by a parliament con-
voked in a regular manner: but nothing would induce 
them to acknowledge that an assembly of lords and 
. gentlemen, who had come together without authority 
from the Great Seal, was constitutionally a Parlia-
ment. Few questions seem to have excited stronger 
passions than the question, practically altogether un-
. important, whether the bill should or should not be 
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decl~ratory. Nottingham, always upright-and honour-
Able, but a bigot and a formalist, was on this subject 
singularly obstinate and unreasonable. In one debate 
he lost his temper, forgot the decorum which in general 
he strictly observed, and narrowly escaped being com
mitted to the custody of the Black Rod.... After much 
wrangling, the Whigs carried their point by a majo
rity of seven. t :Many peers signed a strong protest 
written by Nottingham. In this protest the bill, which 
was -indeed open to verbal criticism, was impolitely de
scribed -as being neither good English nor good sense. 
The majority passed a resolution that the protest should 
be expunged; and against this resolution N ottingbam 
and his followers again protested. t The King was 
displeased by the pertinacity of his Secretary of State; 
so much displeased indeed that Nottingham declared 
his intention of resigning the Seals: but the dispute 
was soon accommodated. William was too wise not to 
know the value of an honest man in a dishonest age; 
The very scrupulosity which made Nottingham a muti
neer was a security that he would never be a traitor.§ 

The bill went down to the Lower House; and it 
was fully expected that the contest there would be 
long and fierce: but a single speech settled the ques
tion. Somers, with a force and eloquence which sur
prised even an audience accustomed to hear him with 
pleasure, exposed the absurdity of the doctrine held by 
the high Tories. "If the Convention," -it was thus 
that he argued, -" was not a Parliament, how can we 
be a Parliament? An Act of Elizabeth provides that 
no person shall sit or vote in this House till he has taken 
the old oath of supremacy. Not one of us has taken that 
oath. Instead of it, we have all taken the new oath of 
·supremacy which the late Parliament substituted for 

(0 Van Citters, April-A. 1690. 
, t Van Citters, April IF:; Nar
cil'6us Luttrell's Diary. 

t Lords' Journals, April 8. and 
10.1690; Burnet, ii. 41. 

§ 
" 

C· April 25. 1690 an -liters, lIlay 5. - • 
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the old oath.· It is therefore a contradiction to say CHAP 
that the Acts of the late Parliament are not now valid, .. xv. 
and yet to ask us to enact that they shall henceforth be 16qo 
valid. For either they already are so, or we never can 
make them so." This reasoning, which was in truth as 
unanswerable as that of Euclid, brought the debate to 
a speedy close. The bill passed the Commons within 
forty eight hours after it had been read the first time.'-

This was the only victory won by the Whigs du- n.bate on 

ring the whole session. They.complained loudly in th~ !~et~~ange. 
Lower House of the change which had been made in Li.ute

the military government of the city of London. The nancy. 

Tories, conscious of their strength, and heated by re: 
sentmcnt, not only refused, to censure what had been 
done, but determined to express publicly and formally 
their gratitude to the Kmg for having brought in so 
many churchmen and turned out so many schismatics. 
An address of thanks was moved by Clarges, member for 
Westminster, who was known to be attached to Caer
marthen. " The alterations which have been made in 
the City," said Clarges, "show that His Majesty has 
a tender care of us. I hope that he will make simi-
lar alterations in every county of the realm." The 
minority struggled hard. " Will you thank the King," 
they said, "for putting the sword into the hands of his 
most dangerous enemies? Some of those whom he 
has been advised to entrust with military command 
have not yet been able to bring themselves to take the 
oath of allegiance to him. Others were well known, in 
the evil days, as stanch jurymen, who were sure to find 
an Exclusionist guilty on any evidence Or no evidence." 
Nor did the Whig orators refrain from using those topics 
on which all factions are eloquent in the hour of dis-
tress, and which all factions are but too ready to treat 

• Commons' Journals, April 8. on the 8th. mentions that B great 
and 9. 1690; Grey's Debates; struggle in the Lower House was 
Burnet, ii.42. Van Citters, writing expected. 
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lightly in the· hour of prosperity. "Let us not," they 
said, "pass a vote which conveys a reflection ona large 
body of our countrymen, good subjects, good Protes
tants. The King ought to be the head of his whole 
people. Let us not make him the head of a party." 
This was excellent doctrine; but it scarcely became the 
lips of men who, a few weeks before, had opposed the 
Indemnity Bill and voted for the Sacheverell Clause. 
The address was carried by a hundred and eighty five 
votes to a hundred and thirty six.'" 

A bjuration As soon as the numbers had been announced, the 
Bill minority, smarting from their defeat, brought forward 

a motion which caused' no little eIJ?barrassment to the 
Tory placemen. The oath of allegiance, the Whigs said, 
was drawn in terms far too lax. It might exclude 
from public employment a few honest Jacobites who 
were generally too ,dull to be mischievous;. but it was 
altogether inefficient as a means of binding the supple 
and slippery consciences of cunning priests, who, while 
affecting to hold the Jesuits in abhorrence, were profi
cients in that immoral casuistry which was 'the worst 
part of Jesuitism. Some grave divines had openly said, . 
others had even dared to write, that they had sworn 
fealty to William in a sense altogether ,different from that 
in which they had sworn fealty to James. To James 
they had plighted the entire faith which a loyal subject 
owes to a rightful sovereign: but, when they promised to 
bear true allegiance to William, they meant only that 
they would not, whilst he was able to hang them. for 
rebelling or conspiring against him, run any risk of 
being hanged. None could wonder that the precepts 
and example of the malecontent clergy should have 
'corrupted the malecontent laity. Whe:n Prebendaries 
and Rectors were not ashamed to avow that they had 
equivocated, in the very act of kissing the New Testa
ment, it was hardly to be expected that attorneys and 

• Commons' Journals, April 24. 11>90;· Grey's Debates. 
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taxgatherers would be more scrupulous. The Conse
quence was that every department swarmed with trai. 
tors; that men who ate the King's bread, men who 
were entrusted with the duty of collecting and disburs
ing his revenues, of victualling. his ships, of clothing 
his soldiers, of making his artillery ready for the field, 
were in the habit of calling. him an usurper, and of 
drinking to his speedy ·downfall. Could any govern~ 
ment be safe which was hated and betrayed by its own 
,servants? .And- was not the English government ex
posed to dangers which, even if all its servants were 
true, might well excite serious apprehensions? . A dis
puted succession, war with France, war in Scotland, 
war in Ireland, was not all this enough without trea
chery in every arsenal and in every custom house? 
There must be an oath drawn in language too precise 
to be explained away, in language which no Jacobite 
could repeat without the consciousness that he was 
peIjuring himself. Though the zealots of indefeasible 
hereditary right had in general no objection to swear 
allegiance to William, they would probably not choose 
to abjure James. On such grounds as these, an Ab
juration Bill of extreme severity was brought into the 
House of Comm,ons. It was proposed to enact that 
every person who held any office, civil, military, or 
spiritual, should, on pain of deprivation, solemnly ab
jure the exiled King; that the oath of abjuration might 
be tendered by any justice of the peace to any subject 
of their Majesties; and that, if it were refused, the· re
cusant should be sent to prison, and should lie there as 
long as he continued obstinate. 

The severity of this last provision was generally and 
most justly blamed. To turn every ignorant meddling 
magistrate into a state inquisitor, to insist that a plain
man, who lived peaceably, who obeyed the laws, who. 
paid his taxes, who had never held and who did not 
expect ever to hold any office, and who had never. 
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troubled his head about problems of political philosophy, 
should declare, under the sanction of an oath, a decided 
opinion on a point about which the most learned Doc
tors of the age had written whole libraries of contro
versial books, and to send him to· rot in a gaol if he 
could not bring himself to swear, would surely have 
been the. height of tyranny. The clause which required 
public functionaries to abjure the deposed King was 
not open to the same objections. Yet even against 
this clause some weighty arguments were urged. A 
man, it was said, who has an honest heart and a sound 
understanding is sufficiently bound by the present 
oath. Every such man, when he swears to be faith
ful and to bear true allegiance to King William, does, 
by necessary implication, abjure King James. There 
may doubtless be among the servants of the State, and 
even among the ministers of the Church, some persons 
who have no sense of honour or religion, and who are 
ready to forswear themselves for lucre. There may 
be others who have contracted the pernicious habit of 
quibbling away the most sacred obligations of moral
ity, and who have convinced themselves that they can 
innocently make, 'with a mental reservation, a promise 
which it would be sinful to make without such a re
servation. Against these two classes of J acobites it is 
true that the present test affords no security. But 
will the new test, will any test, be more efficacious? 
Will a person who has no conscience, or a person 
whose conscience can be set at rest by immoral so
phistry, hesitate to repeat any phrase that you can 
dictate? The former will kiss the book without any 
scruple at all. The scruples of the latter will be very 
easily removed. He now swears allegiance to one King 
with a ment-al reservation. He will then abjure the 

. other King with a mental reservation. Do not flatter 
yourselves that the ingenuity of lawgivers will ever 
devise an oath which the ingenuity of casuists will not. 
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evade. What indeed is the value of any oath in such 
a matter? Among the many lessons which the troubles 
of the last generation have left us none is more plain 
than this, that no form of words, however precise, no 
imprecation, however awful, ever saved, or ever will 
save, a government from destruction. Was not the 
Solemn League and Covenant burned by the common 
hanQ"IJlan amidst the huzzas of tens of thousands who 
hal'themselves subscribed it? Among the statesmen 
and warriors who bore the chief part in restoring 
Charles the Second, how many were there who had not 
repeatedly abjured him? Nay, is it not well known 
that some of those persons boastfully affirmed that, if 
they had not abjured him, they never could have re· 
stored him? 

The dlilbates were sharp; and the issU:e during a 
short time seemed doubtful: for some of the Tories 
who were in office were unwilling to give a vote which 
might be thought to indicate that they were lukewarm 
in the cause of the King whom they served. William, 
however, took care to let it be understood that he had 
no wish to impose a new test on his subjects. A few 
words froni him decided the event of the conflict. The 
bill was rejected thirty six hours after it had been 
brought in by a hundred' and ninety two votes to a 
hundred and sixty five.'" 

Even after this defeat the Whigs pertinaciously re
turned to the attack. Having· failed in one House 
they renewed the battle in the other. Five days after 
the Abjuration Bill had been thrown out in the 
Commons, another Abjuration Bill, somewhat milder, 
but still very severe, was laid on the table of the, Lords. t 

• Comlllons' Journals, Apri124, 
25, and 26; Grey's Debates'; Nar
cissus Luttrell's Diary. Narcissus is 
unusually angry. He ealls the bill 
"a perfect trick of the fanatics to 
tum out the Bishops and most of 
the Church of England Clergy." In 

a lVhig pasquinade entitled •• A 
speech intended to have been spoken 
on the Triennial Bill, on Jan. 28." 
169i-, the King is said to have 
" browbeaten the Abjuration Bill." 

t Lords' Journals. May 1. ) 690. 
This Bill is among the Archives oC 
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What was now proposed was that no person should sit 
in either House of Parliament or hold any office, civil, 
military, or judicial, without making a declaration that 
he would stand by William and Mary against James and 
James's adherents. Every male in the kingdom who 
had attained the age of sixteen was to make the same 
declaration before a certain day. If he failed to do so 
he was to pay double taxes and to be incapable of 
exercising the elective franchise. 

On'the day fixed for the second reading, the King 
came down to the House of Peers. He gave his assent 
in form to several laws, unrobed, took his seat on a 
chair of state which had been placed for him, and 
listened with much interest to the debate. To the 
general surprise, two noblemen who had been eminently 
zealous for the Revolution spoke against the. proposed 
test. Lord Wharton, it Puritan who had fought for 
the Long Parliament, said, with amusing simplicity, 
that he wa~ a very old man, that he had lived through 
troubled times, that he had taken a great many oaths 
in his day, and that he was afraid that he had not 
kept them all. He prayed that the sin might not be 
laid to his charge; and he declared that he could not 
consent. to lay any more snares for his own soul and 
for the so:uls of his neighbours. The Earl of ~iaccles
field, the captain of the English volunteers who had 
accompanied William from Helvoetsluys to Torbay, de
clared that he was much in the same case with Lord 
Wharton.. Marlborough supported the bill. He won
dered, he said, that it should be opposed by Macclesfield, 
who had borne so preeminent a part in the Revolution. 
Macclesfield, irritated by the charge of inconsistency, 

the House of Lords. Burnet con- but did not see what the blunder 
founds it with the bill which the was, has, in trying to correct it, 
Commons had rejected in the pre- added several blunders of his own; 
ceding week. Ralph, who saw that and the Oxford editor ·of Burnet 
Burnet had committed a blunder, has been misled by Ralph. 
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retorted with terrible severity: "The noble Earl," he CHAP, 

said, "exaggerates the share which I had in the de~ ;xv. 
liverance of our country. I was ready, indeed, and 1690. 

always shall be ready, to venture my life in defence of 
her laws and liberties. But there are lengths to which, 
even for the sake of her laws and liberties, I could never 
go. I only rebelled against a bad King: there were 
those who did much more." Marlborough, though not 
easily discomposed, could not but feel the edge of this 
sarcasm: William looked displeased; and the aspect of 
the whole House was troubled and gloomy. It was 
resolved by fiftY,one votes to forty that the bill should 
be committed; and it was committed, but never re· 
ported. Mter many hard struggles between the Whigs 
headed by Shrewsbury and the Tories headed by.Caer. 
marthen, it was so much mutilated that it retained little 
more than its name, and did not seem to those who had 
introduced it to be worth any further contest." 

The discomfiture of the Whigs was completed by a Act of 

communication from the King. Caermarthen appeared Grace. 

in the House of Lords bearing in his hand a parchment 
signed by William. It was an Act of Grace for political 
offences. 

Between an Act of Grace originating with the Sove
reign and an Act of Indemnity originating with the 
Estates of the Realm there are some remarkable distinc· 
tions. .An Act of Indemnity passes through all the 
stages through which other laws pass, and may, during 
its progress, be amended by either House. .An Act of 
Grace is received with peculiar marks of respect, is read 
only once by the Lords and once by the Commons, and 
must be either rejected altogether or accepted. as it 
stands. t William had not ventured to subririt such an 

• Lords' Journals, May 2. and 3. 
1690; Van Citters, May 2.; Nar
cissus Luttrell's Diary; Burnet, ii. 
44.; and Lord Dartmouth's note. 
l'he cbanges made by the Committee 

may be seen on the bill in tIU! 
Archives of the House of Lords. 

t These distinctions were much 
discussed !It the time. Van Citters, 
May is. 1690. 
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Act· to the preceding Parliament. But in the new Par .. 
liament he was certain of a majority. The minority 
gave no trouble. The stubborn spirit which had, du
ring two sessions, obstructed the progress of the Bill of 
Indemnity had been at length broken by defeats and 
humiliations. Both Houses stood up uncovered while 
the Act of Grace was read, and gave their sanction to It 
without one dissentient voice. 

There would not have been this unanimity had not a 
few great criminals been excluded from the benefits of 
the amnesty. Foremost among them stood the surviving . 
members of the High Court of Justice which had sate 
on Charles the First. With these ancient men were 
joined the two nameless executioners who had done their 
office, with masked faces, on the scaffold before the Ban
queting House. None knew who they were, or of what 
rank. It was probable that they had been long dead. 
Yet it was thought necessary to declare that, if even 
now, after the lapse of forty one years, they should be 
discovered, they would still be liable to the punishment 
of their great crime. Perhaps it would hardly have 
been thought necessary to mention these men, if the 
animosities of the preceding generation had not been 
rekindled by the recent appearance of Ludlow in Eng
land. About thirty of the agents of the tyranny of 
James were left to the law. With these exceptions, 
all political offences, committed before the day on. 
which the royal signature was affixed to the Act, were 
covered with a general oblivion.· Even the crimi. 
nals who were by name excluded had little to fear. 
Many of them were in foreign countries; . and those 
who were in England were well assured that, unless 
they committed some new fault, they would not be mo
lested. 

The Act of Grace the nation owed to William alone; 
and it is one of his noblest and purest titles to renown. 

• Stat. 2 W. & M. sess. 1. c. 10. 
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From the commencement of the civil troubles of the 
seventeenth century down to the Revolution, every vic
tory gained by either party had been followed by a san
guinary proscription. When the Roundheads triumphed 
over the Cavaliers, when the Cavaliers triumphed over 
the Roundheads, when the fable of the Popish plot gave 
the ascendency to the Whigs, when the detection of 
the Rye House Plot transferred the ascendency to the 
Tories, blood, and more blood, and still more blood had 
flowed. Every great explosion and every great recoil 
of public feeling had been accompanied by severities 
which, at the time, the predominant faction loudly ap
plauded, but which, on a calm review, history and 
posterity have condemned. Nowise and hUmane man, 
whatever may be his political opinions, now _ mentions 
without reprehension the death either of Laud or of 
Vane, either of Stafford or of Russell. Of the alter
nate butcheries the last and the worst is that which is 
inseparably associated with the names of James and 
Jeffreys. But it assuredly would not have been the 
last, perhaps it might not have been the worst, if Wil
liam had not had the virtue and the firmness resolutely 
to withstand the importunity of his most zealous ad-' 
herents. These men were bent on exacting a terrible 
retribution for all they had undergone during seven 
disastrous years. The scaffold of Sidney, the gibbet of 
Cornish, the stake at which Elizabeth Gaunt had perished 
in the flames for the crime of harbouring a fugitive, 
the porches of the Somersetshire churches surmounted 
by the skulls and quarters of murdered peasants, the 
holds of those Jamaica ships from which every day the 
carcass of some prisoner dead of thirst and foul air- had 
been flung to the sharks, all these things were fresh 
in the memory of the party which the Revolution had 
made, for a time, dominant in the State. Some chief~ 
·of that party had redeemed their necks by paying heavy 
ransom. Others had lariguished l<mg in N ~wgate. 
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CHAP. Others had starved and shivered, winter after winter, 
xv. in the garl'ets of Amsterdam. It was natural that in 

1690. the day of their power and prosperity they should wish 
to inflict some part of what they had suffered. During 
a whole year they pursued their scheme of revenge. 
They succeeded in defeating Indemnity Bill after In
demnity Bill. Nothing stood between them and their 
victims, but William's immutable resolution that the 
glory of the great deliverance which he had wrought 
should not be sullied by cruelty. His clemency was 
peculiar to himself. It was not the clemency of an 
ostentatious man, or of a sentimental man, or of an 
easy tempered man. It was cold, unconciliating, in
flexible. It produced no fine stage effects. It drew 
on him the savage invectives of those whose malevolent 
passions he refused to satisfy. It won for him no gra
titude from those who owed to him fortune, liberty and 
life. While the violent Whigs railed at his lenity, the 
agents of the fallen government, as soon as they found 
themselves safe, instead of acknowledging their obliga
tions to him,reproached him in insulting· language with 
the mercy which he had extended to them. His Act of 

·Grace, they said, had completely refuted his Declaration. 
Was it possible to believe that, if there had been any 
truth in the charges which he had brought against the 
late government, he would have granted impunity to the 
guilty? It was now acknowledged by himself, under 
his own hand, that the stories by which he and his 
friends had deluded the nation and driven away the 
royal family were mere calumnies devised to serve a 
turn. The turn had been served; and the accusations 
by which he had inflamed the public mind to madness 
were coolly withdrawn.... But none of these things 
moved him. He had done well. He had risked his 

. popularity with men who had been his warmest ad-
• Roger North was one of the many malecontents who were never tired 

of harping on this string. 
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mirers, in order to give repose and security to men. by 
whom his name was never mentioned without a curse. 
Nor had he conferred a less benefit on those whom he 
had. disappointed of their revenge than on those whom 
he had protected. If he had saved one faction from 
0. proscription, he had. saved the other from the rea~ 
tion which such a proscription would inevitably have 
produced. If his people did not justly appreciate his 
policy, so much the worse for them. He had discha.rged 
his duty by them. He feared no obloquy; and he wanted 
no thanks. 
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On the twentieth of May the Act of Grace was passed .. ':!'he Par

The King then informed the Houses that his visit to =~~ed. 
Ireland could no longer be delayed, that he had there-
fore determined to prorogue them, and that, unless 
some unexpected ·emergency made their advice and 
assistance necessary to him, he should not call them 
again from their homes till the next winter. "Then," 
he said, "I hope, by the blessing of God, we shall have a 
happy meeting." 

The Parliament had passed an Act providing that, 
whenever he should go out of England, it should be 
lawful for Mary to administer the government of the' 
kingdom in his name and her OWD. It was added that 
he should nevertheless, during his absence, retain all 
his authority. Some objections were. made to this 
arrangement. Here, it was said, were two s!Jpreme 
powers in one State. A public functionary might re
ceive diametrically opposite orders from the King and 
the Queen, and might not know which to obey. The 
objection was, beyond all doubt, speculatively just; 
but there was such perfect confidence and affection 
between the royal pair that no practical inconvenience 
was to be apprehended.· 

As far as Ireland was concerned, the prospects of Prepara-

• Stat. 2 W. & M. sess. 1.~. 6.; Grey's Debates, April 29., May 1. 5, 6, 
7.1690. 
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William were much more cheering than they had been 
a few months earlier. The activity with which he had 
personally urged forward the preparations for the next 
campaign had produced an extraordinary effect. The 
nerves of the government were new strung. In every 
department of the military administration the influence 
of a vigorous mind was perceptible. Abundant sup
plies of food, clothing and medicine, very different ip. 
quality from those which Shales. had furnished, were 
sent across Saint George's Channel. A thousand bag
gage waggons had been made or collected with great 
expedition; and, during some weeks, the road between 
London and Chester was covered with them. Great 
numbers of recruits were sent to fill the chasms which 
pestilence had made in the English ranks. Fresh re
giments from Scotland, Cheshire, Lancashire, and Cum
berland had landed in the Bay of Belfast. The uniforms 
and arms of the new comers clearly indicated the potent 
infl.uence of the master's eye. With the British bat
talions were interspersed several hardy bands of Ger
man and Scandinavian mercenaries. Before the end 
of May the English force in Ulster amounted to thirty 
thousand fighting men. A few more troops and an 
immense quantity of military stores were on board of a 
fl.eet which lay in the estuary of the Dee, and which 
was ready to weigh anchor as soon as the King was on 
board.:'" 

James ought to have made a~ equally good use of 
the time during which his army had been in winter 
quarters. Strict discipline and regular drilling might, 
in the interval between November and May, have 
turned the athletic and enthusiastic peasants who were 
assembled under his standard into good soldiers. But 
the opportunity was lost. The Court of Dublin was, 
during that season of inaction, busied with dice and 
-claret, love letters and challenges. The aspect of 

• Story's Impartial History; Narcissus Luttrell's Diary. 
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the capital was indeed not very brilliant. The whole 
number of coaches which could be mustered there, 
those of the King and of the French Legation included, 
did not amount to forty.· But though there was little 
splendour there was much dissoluteness. Grave Roman 
Catholics shook their heads and said that the Castle 
did not look like the palace of a King who gloried in 
being the champion of the Church. t The military 
administration was as deplorable as ever. The cavalry 
indeed was, by the exertions of some gallant officers, 
kept in a high state of efficiency. But a regiment of 
infantry differed in nothing but name from a large 
gang of Rapparees. Indeed a gang of Rapparees gave 
less annoyance to peaceable citizens, and more an· 
noyance to the enemy, than a regiment of infantry. 
A vaux strongly represented, in a memorial which 
he delivered to James, the abuses which made the 
Irish foot a curse and a scandal to Ireland. Whole 
companies, said the ambassador, quit their colours 
on the line of march and wander to right and left. 
pillaging and destroying: the soldier takes no care 
of his arms: the officer never troubles himself to 
ascertain whether the arms are in good order: the 
consequence is that one man in every three has lost his 
musket, and that another man in every three has a 
musket that will not go off. Avaux adjured the King 
to prohibit marauding, to give orders that the troops 
should be regularly exercised, and to punish every 
officer who suffered his men to neglect their weapons 
and accoutrements. If these things were done, His 
Majesty might hope to have, in the approaching spring, 

... Avaux, Jan. H. 1690. 
t Macarim Excidium. This most 

curious work has been recently 
edited with great care and diligence 
by Mr. O·Callaghan. lowe so much 
to his learning and industry that 
1 mo~t readilv excuse the national 
partiality whi~h sometimes,I cannot 

but think, perverts his judgment. 
When I quote the l\Iacarim Exci
dium, I always quote the Latin 
text. The English version is, I 
am convinced, merely a translation 
from the Latin, and a very careless 
and imperfect translation. 

1'1' 3 
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an 'army with which the enemy would be' unable to 
,contend. This was good advice: but James was so 
far from taking it that he would hardly listen to it 
with patience. Before he had heard eight lines read he 
flew into a passion and accused the ambassador of ex
aggeration. " This paper, Sir," said Avaux, "is not 
written to be published. It is meant solely for Your 
Majesty's information; and, in a 'paper meant solely 
for Your Majesty's information, flattery and disguise 
would be out of place: but I will not persist in read
ing what is so disagreeable.'~ "Go on," said James 
very angrily; "I will hear the whole." He gradually 
became cahner, took the memorial, and promised to 
adopt some of the suggestions which it contained. But 
his promise was soon forgotten.'" . 

His financial administration was of a piece with his 
military administration. His one fiscal resource was 
robbery, direct or indirect. Every Protestant who had -
remained in any part of the three southern provinces 
of Ireland was robbed directly, by the simple process of 
taking money out of his strong box, drink out of his 
cellars, fuel from his turf stack, and clothes from his 
wardrobe. He was robbed indirectly by a new issue of 
counters, smaller in size and baser in material than allY 
which had yet borne the image and superscription of 
James. Even brass had begun to be scarce at Dublin; 
and it was necessary to ask assistance from Lewis, who· 
charitably bestowed on his ally an old cracked piece of 
cannon to be coined into crowns and shillings. t 

But the French king had determined to send over 
succours of a very different kind. He proposed to take 

.. Avaux, Nov. a. 1689. 
t Louvois writes to Avallx, 
~ 1689 : "Commele Roy a veu Jan. 6. "D"lr . 
par vos Iettres que Ie Roy d' Angle
terre craignoit de manquer de cuivre 
pour faire de Ia monnoye, Sa Majestti 
a dO.nne ordre que l'onmist sur Ie 

bastiment qui portera cette Iettre 
une piece de canon du calibre de 
deux qui est even tee, de Iaquelle 
ceux qui travaillent a Ia monnoye 
du Roy d'Angleterre pourront se 
servir pour coutiuuer a faire de 1& 
monnoye." 
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into his own service, and to form by the best discipline CHAP. 

then known in the world, four Irish regiments. They xv. 
were to be commanded by Macarthy, who had been 1690. 
severely wounded and taken prisoner at Newton Butler. ;nt fro~ 
His wounds had been healed; and he had regained his ~::t 
liberty by violating his parole. This disgraceful breach 
of faith he had made more disgraceful by paltry tricks 
and sophistical excuses which would have become a 
Jesuit better than a gentleman and a soldier. Lewis 
was willing that the Irish regiments should be sent to 
him in rags and unarmed, and insisted only that the 
men should be stout, and that the officers should not 
be bankrupt traders and discarded lacqueys, but, if 
possible, men of good family who had seen service. In 
returnforthese troops, who were in number not quite 
four thousand, he undertook to send to Ireland between 
seven and eight thousand excellent French infantry,-
who were likely in a day of battle to be of more use 
than all the kernes of Leinster, Munster and Connaught 
together." , 

One great error he committed. The army which 
he was sending to assist James, though small indeed 
when compared with the army of Flanders or with the 
army of the Rhine, was destined for a service on which 
the fate of Europe might depend, and ought therefore 
to have been commanded by a general of eminent 
abilities. There was no want of such generals in the 
French service. But James and his Queen begged 
hard for Lauzun, and carried this. point against the 

• Louvois to Avaux, Nov. -IT" n'ayant point d'uniforme dans leurs 
1689. The force sent by Lewis to hahits, si ce n'est qu'i!s sont tons 
Ireland appears by the lists at the fort mauvais." A very exact ae. 
}'rench War Office to have amounted count of Macarthy's breach of parole 
to seven thousand two hundred and will be found in Mr. O'CaIlaghan's 
ninety one men of all ranks. At History of the Irish Brigades. I 
theFrenchWarOfliceisaletterfrom am sorry that a writer to whom I 
Marshal d'Estrees who saw the four owe 80 much should try to vindi. 
Irish regiments soan "fter they had cate conduct which, as described by 
landed at Brest. He describes them himself, was in the highest degree 
as "mal chausses, mal vetus, et dishonour able. 

1'1'4 
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strong representations of A vaux, against the advice of 
Louvois, and against the judgment of Lewis himself. 

When I,auzun went to the cabinet of Louvois to 
receive instructions, the wise minister held language 
which showed how little confidence he felt in the vain 
and eccentric knight errant. " Do not, for God's sake, 
suffer yourself to be hurried away by your tiesire of 
fighting. Put all your glory in tiring the English 
out; and, above all things, maintain strict discipline." oil' 

Not only was the appointment of Lauzun in itself a 
bad appointment: but, in order that one man might fill 
a post for which he was unfit, it was necessary to re~ 
move two men from posts for which they were eminently 
fit. Immoral and hardhearted as Rosen and Avaux 
were, Rosen was a skilful captain, and A vaux was a 
skilful politician. Though it is not probable that they 
-would have been able to avert the doom of Ireland, it 
is probable that they might have been able to protract 
the contest; and it was evidently for the interest of 
France that the contest should be protracted. But it 
would have been an affront to the old general to put 
him under the orders of Lauzun j and between the am~ 
bassador and Lauzun there was such an enmity that 
they could not be expected to act cordially together. 
Both Rosen and Avaux, therefore, were, with many 
soothing assurances of royal approbation and favour, 
recalled -to France. They sailed from Cork early in the 
spring by the fleet which had conveyed Lauzun thither. t 
Lauzun had no sooner landed than he found that, 
though he had been long expected, .nothing had been 
prepared for his reception. No lodgings had been 
provided for his men, no place of security for his stores, 
no horses, no carriages.! His troops had to undergo 
the hardships of a long march through a desert before 

• Lauzun to Louvois, ~:;. 2;: and 
june U. 1690, at the French War 
Office. 

t See the later letters of A vaux. 
:\: Avaux to Louvois, March !t-. 

1690 L t L . March 23. 
) ; auzun 0 OUVOlS, April a.. 
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they arrived at Dublin .. At Dublin, indeed, they found 
tolerable accommodation. They were billeted on Pro
testants, lived at free quarter, had plenty of bread, 
and threepence a day. Lauzun was appointed Com
mander in Chief of the Irish army, and took up his 
residence in the Castle." His salary was the same 
with thatfof the Lord Lieutenant, eight thousand Jaco
buses, equivalent to ten thousand pounds sterling, a 
year. This sum James offered to pay, not in the brass 
which bore his own effigy, but in French gold. But 
Lauzun, among whose faults avarice had no place, 
refused to fill his own coffers from an almost empty 
treasury·t 

On him and on the Frenchmen who accompanied 
him the misery of the Irish people and the imbecility 
of the Irish government produced an effect which they 
found it difficult to describe. .Lauzunwrote to Louvois 
that the Court and the whole kingdom were in a state 
not to be imagined by a person who had always lived 
in well governed countries. It was, he said, a chaos, 
such as he had read of in the book of Genesis. The 
whole business of all the public functionaries. was to 
quarrel with each other, and . to plunder the govern
ment and the people. After he had been about a 
month at the Castle, he decIared that he would not go 
through such another month for all the world. His 
ablest officers confirmed histestimony.t One of them, 
indeed, was so unjust as to represent the people of 
Ireland not merely as ignorant and idle, which they 
were, but . as hopelessly stupid and unfeeling, which 
they assuredly were not. The English policy, he said, had 
so completely brutalised them, that they could hardly be 
called human beings. They were insensible to prai.se 

• Story' 8 Impartial History; 
Lauzun to Louvois, May j-&. 1690. 

t Lauzun to Louvois ~Y 28. 
J June 7. 

1690. 

:I: Lauzun to Louvois, April -ft. 
May ~~. 1690; La Hoguette, who 
held the rank of Man!chal de Camp, 
wrote to Louvois to the same effect 
abont the same time. . 
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-CHAP. and blame, to promises and .threats. And yet it was 
xv. pity of them: for they were physically the finest race 

1690. of men in the world.* 
By this time Schomberg had opened the campaign 

auspiciously. He had with little difficulty taken 
Charlemont, the last important fastness which the 
Irish occupied in Ulster. But the great wbrk of re
conquering the three southern provinces cf the island 
he deferred till William should arrive. William mean
while was busied in making arrangements for the 
government and defence of England during his absence. 
He well knew that the J acobites were on the alert. 
They had not till very lately been an united and 

Plan of organized faction. There had been, to use Melfort's 
the English hr hi hall' . . 
Jacobites; P ase, numerous gangs, w c were ill commumca-
Clarendon, tion with James at Dublin Castle, or with Mary of 
Aylesbury, M d S' G . b hi h h d Dart- 0 ena at amt ermams, ut w c a no con-
mouth. n~ction with each other and were unwilling to trust 

each other. t But since it had been known that the 
usurper was about to cross the sea, and that his sceptre 
would be left in a female hand, these gangs had been 
drawing close together, and had begun to form one 
extensive confederacy. Clarendon, who had refused 
the oaths, and Aylesbury, who had dishonestly taken 
them, were among the chief traitors. Dartmouth, 
though he had sworn allegiance to the .sovereigns who 
were in possession, was one of their most active ene
mies, and undertook what may be ~alled the maritirrre 
department of the plot. His mind was constantly oc
cupied by schemes, disgraceful to an English seaman, 

'1\1 "La politique des Anglois a 
eti! de tenir ces peuples cy comme 
des esclaves, et si bas qu'il ne leur 
eswit pas permis d'apprendre A 
·lire et A ecrire. Cela les a rendu 
'si bestes qu'ils n'ont presque point 
(l'humanite. Rien ne lea esmeut. 
115 SOllt peu sensibles a l'honneur ; 
et lea menaces ne les estonnent 

point. L'interest meme ne les peut 
engager au travail. Ce sont pour
tant les gens du monde les micux 
faits." - D~sgrigny to Louvois. 
~1690 June 6. • 

t See Melfort's Letters to James, 
written in October 1689. They 
are among the Nairne Papers, allli 
were printed by Macpherson. 
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for the destruction of the English fleets and arsenals. 
He was in close communication with some naval officers; 
who, though they served the new government, served 
it sullenly and with half a heart; and he flattered 
himself that by promising these men ample rewards, 
and by artfully inflaming the jealous animosity with 
which they regarded the Dutch flag, he should prevail 
on them to desert and to carry their ships into some 
French or Irish port.'" 

The conduct of Penn was scarcely less scandalous. 
He was a. zealous and busy Jacobite; and his new way 
of life was even more unfavourable than his late way 
of life had been to moral purity. It was hardly pos
sible to be at once a. consistent Quaker and a courtier: 
but it was utterly impossible to be at once a consistent 
Quaker and a conspirator. It is melancholy to relate 
that Penn, while professing to consider even defensive 
war as sinful, did every thing in his power to bring a 
foreign army into the heart of his. own country. He 
wrote to inform James that the adherents of the Prince 
of Orange dreaded nothing so much as an appeal to 
the sword, and that, if England were now invaded from 
France or from Ireland, the number of Royalists would 
appear to be greater than ever. Av.aux thought this 
letter so important, that he sent·a translation of it 
to Lewis. t A good effect, the shrewd ambassador wrote, 

• • Life of James, ii. 443. 450.; 
and Trials of Ashton and Pres
ton. 

t Avsux wrote thus to Lewis on 
the 5th of June 1689: "Il nous 
est venu des nouvelles assez con
!liderables d' Angleterre et d'Escosse. 
Je me donne I'honneur d'en envoyer 
des memoires i vostre Majeste, 
tela que je les ay receus du Roy de 
la Grande Bretagne. Le commence
ment des nouvelles dattees d'Angle
terre est la copie d'une lettre de 
M. Pen, que j'ay veue en original." 

The Memoire des Nouvelles d'An
gleterre et d'Escosse, which was 
sent with this despatch, hegins with 
the following sentences, which must 
have been part of Penn's letter: 
"Le Prince d'Orange commence 
d'estre fort degoutte de l'humeur 
des Anglois; et la face des choses 
change bien viste, seloD la nature 
des iDsulaires; et sa sante est fort 
mauvaise. 11 y a un nuage qui 
commence a se former au nord des 
deux royaumes, ou Ie Roy a beau. 
coup d'amis, ce qui donne bcaucoup 
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had been produced, by this and similar communications, 
on the mind of King James. His Majesty was at last 
convinced that he could recover his dominions only 
sword in· hand. It is a curious fact that it should 
have been reserved for the great preacher of peace to 
produce this conviction in the mind of the old tyrant .... 
Penn's proceedings had not escaped the observation 
of the government. Warrants had been out against 
him; and he had. been taken into custody; but the 
evidence against him had not been such· as would sup
port a charge of high treason: he had, as, with all his 
faults, he deserved to have, many friends in every party; 
he therefore soon regained his liberty, and returned to 
his plots.t 

But the chief conspirator was Richard Graham, 
Viscount Preston, who had, in the late reign, been 
Secretary of State. Though a peer in Scotland, he was 
only a baronet in England. He had, indeed, received 
from Saint Germains an English patent of nobility; 
but the patent bore a date posterior to that flight 
which the Convention had pronounced an abdication. 
The Lords had, therefore, not only refused to admit 
him to a share of their privileges, but had sent him to 
prison for presuming to call himself one of their order. 
He had, however, by humbling himself, and by with
drawing his claim, obtained his liberty.: Though the 
submissive language which he had condescended to use 
on this occasion did not indicate a spirit prepared for' 
d'inquietude aux principaux amis 
dll Prince d'Orange, qui, estant 
riches, commencent a estre persua
dez que ce sera r espee qui decidera 
de leur sort, ce qu'ils ont tant tache . 
d'eviter. lis apprehendent une in
vasion d'Irlande et de France; et 
en ce cas Ie Roy aura plus d'amis ... .' I' que Jamal9. 

.. " Le bon eIFet, Sire, que ces 
lettres d'Escosse et d' Angleterre ont 
I)rodui~ est qU'elles ont enfin per-

suade Ie Roy d'Angleterre qu'il ne 
recouvrera ses estats que les armes a 
Ia main; t't ce n'est pas peu de l'en 
avoir convaincu." 

t Van Citters to the States 
General, March fro 1689. Van Cit
ters calls Penn "den bekenden 
Archquaker. " 

~ See his trial in the Collection 
of State Trials, and the Lords' 
Journals of Nov. 11, 12, aud 21. 
1689. 
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martyrdom, he was regarded by his party, and by the 
world in general, as a man of courage and honour. 
He still retained the seals of his office, and was still 
considered by the adherents of indefeasible hereditary 
right as the real Secretary of State. He was in high 
favour with Lewis, at whose court he had formerly 
resided, and had, since the Revolution, been intrusted 
by the French government with conside:rable sums of 
money for political purposes." 

While Preston was consulting in the capital with the 
other heads of the faction, the rustic Jacobites were lay
ing in arms, holding musters, and forming themselves 
into companies, troops, and regiments. There were 
alarming symptoms in W orcestershire. In Lancashire 
many gentlemen had received commissions signed by 
James, called themselves colonels and captains, and 
made out long lists of noncommissioned officers and 
privates. Letters from Yorkshire brought news that 
large bodies of men, who seemed to have met for no 
good purpose, had been seen on the moors near Knares
borough. Letters from Newcastle gave an account of 
a great match at football which had been played in 
Northumberland, and was suspected to have been a 
pretext for a gathering of the disaffected. In the 
crowd, it was said, were a hundred and :fifty horsemen 
well mounted and armed, of whom many were Papists. t 

Meantime packets of letters full of treason 'Were con
stantly passing and repassing between Kent and Pi
cardy, and between Wales and Ireland. Some of the 
messengers were honest fanatics: but others were mere 
mercenaries, and trafficked in the secrets of which they 
were the bearers. 

• Oue remittance of two thou
&aIld pistoles is men lioned in a letter 
of Croissy to A vaux, Feb. H. 1089. 
James, in a letter dated Jan. 26. 
1689, directs Preston to consider 
himself as still Secretary, notwith-

standing Melfort's appointment. 
t Narcissus Luttrell's Diary; 

Commons' Journals, May 140, 15. 
20. 1690; Kingston's True History. 
1697. 
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Of these double traitors -the most remarkable was 
William Fuller. This man has himself told us that, 
when he was very young, he fell in with a pamphlet 
which contained an account of the flagitious life and 
horrible death of Dangerfield. The boy's imagination 
was set on fire: he devoured the book: he almost got 
it by heart; and he was soon seized, and ever after 
haunted, by ?- strange presentiment that his fate would 
resemble that of the wretched adventurer whose history 
he had so eagerly read.· It might have been supposed 
that the prospect of dying in N ewgate, with a back 
flayed and an eye knocked out, would not have seemed 
very attractive. But experience proves that there are 
some distempered minds for which notoriety, even when 
accompanied with pain and shame, has an irresistible 
fascination. Animated by this loathsome ambition, 
Fuller equalled, and perhaps surpassed, his model. He 
was bred a Roman Catholic, and was page to Lady 
:Melfort, when Lady :Melfort shone at Whitehall as one 
of the loveliest women in the train of :Mary of :Mo
dena. After the Revolution, he followed his mistress 
to France, was repeatedly employed in delicate and pe
rilouscommissions, and was thought at Saint Germains 
to be a devoted servant of the House of Stuart. In 
truth, however, he had, in one of his journeys to Lon
don, sold himself to the new government, and had 
abjured the faith in which. he had been brought up. 
The honour, if it is to be so called, of turning him 

. from a worthless Papist into a worthless Protestant he 
ascribed, with characteristic impudence, to the lucid 
'~easoning and blameless life· of Tillotson . 

• The Whole Life of Mr. William therein, with his Hearty Repentance 
Fuller, being an Impartial Account of for the Misdemeanours he did in 
his Birth, Education, Relations and the late Reign, and all others whom 
Introduction into the Service of the he hath injured; impartially writ 
late King James and bis Queen, by Himself during bis Confinement 
together with a True Discovery of in the Queen's Bench, 1703. Of 
the I ntrigues for which he lies now course I shall use this narrati ve 
confined; as also of the Persons with caution. 
that employed and assisted him 
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In the spring of 1690, Mary of Modena wished to CHAP. 

send to her correspondents in London some highly i.xnJ. xv. 
portant despatches. .AB these despatches. were .. too 1690. 
bulky to be concealed in the clothes of a single mes-
senger, it was necessary to employ two confidential 
persons. Fuller was one. The other was a zealous 
young Jacobite called Crone. Before they set out, they 
received full instructions from the Queen herself. Not 
a scrap of paper was to be detected about· them by an 
ordinary search: but their buttons contained letters 
written in invisible ink. 

The pair proceeded to Calais. The governor of that 
town furnished them with a boat~ which, under cover 
of the night, set them on the low marshy coast of Kent; 
near the lighthouse of Dungeness. They walked to a 
farmhouse, procured horses, and took different roads to 
London. Fuller hastened to the palace at Kensington, 
and delivered the documents with which he was charged 
into the King's hand. The first letter which William 
unrolled seemed to contain only florid compliments: 
but a pan of charcoal was lighted: a liquor well known 
to the diplomatists of that age was applied to the paper: 
an unsavoury steam filled the closet; and lines full of 
grave meaning began to appear. 

The first thing to be done was to secure Crone. He Crone 

had unfortunately had time to deliver his letters before arrested. 

he was caught: but a snare was laid for him into which 
he easily fell. In truth the sincere Jacobites were ge .. 
nerally wretched plotters. There was among them an 
unusually large proportion of sots, braggartS; and bab. 
biers; and Crone was one of these. Had he been wise, 
he would have shunned places of public resort, kept 
strict guard over his lips, and stinted himself to one 
bottle at a meal. He was found by the messengers of 
the government at a tavern table in Gracechurch Street, 
swallowing bumpers to the health of King James,. and 
ranting about the coming restoration, the French fleet, 
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and the thousands of honest Englishmen who were 
awaiting the signal to rise in arms for their rightful 
Sovereign. He was carried to the Secretary's office at 
Whitehall. ' He at first seemed' to be confident and 
at his ease: but when Fuller appeared among the by
standers at liberty, and in a fashionable garb, with a 
sword, the prisoner's courage fell; and he was scarcely 
able to articulate. *' 

The news that Fuller had turned king's evidence, 
that Crone had been arrested, and that important let
ters from Saint Germains were in the hands of William, 
:£lew fast through London, and spread dismay among 
all who were conscious of guilt. t It was true that 
the testimony of one witness, even if that witness had 
been more respectable than Fuller, was not legally 
sufficient to convict any person of high treason. But 
Fuller had so managed matters that several witnesses 
could be produced to corroborate his evidence against 
Crone; and, if Crone, under the strong terror of death, 
should imitate Fuller's example, the heads of all the 
chiefs of the' conspiracy would be at the mercy of the 
government. The spirits of the Jacobites rose, how
ever, when it was known that Crone, though repeatedly 
interrogated by those who had him in their power, and 
though assured that nothing but a frank confession 
could save his ·life, had resolutely continued silent. 
What effect a verdict of Guilty and the near prospect 
of the gallows might produce on him remained to be 
seen. His accomplices were by no means willing that 
his fortitude should be tried by so severe a test. They 
therefore employed numerous artifices, legal and illegal, 
to avert a conviction. A woman named Clifford, with 
whom he had lodged, and who was· one of the most 
active and cunning agents of the Jacobite faction, was 
entrusted with the duty of keeping him" steady to the 

• Fuller's Life of bimself. t Clarendon's Diary, March 6. 
1690; Narcissus Luttrell's Diary. 
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cause, and of rendering to him servicee from which CHAP. 

8ct:IPulous or timid agents might have shrunk. When xv. 
the dreaded day came, Fuller was too ill to appear in 1690. 
the witness box., and the trial was consequently post-
poned. He asserted that his malady was not natural, 
that a noxious drug had been administered to him in a 
dish of porridge, that his nails were discoloured, that his 
hair came off, and that able physicians pronounced him 
poisoned. But such stories, even when they rest on 
authority much better than that of Fuller, ought to be 
received with very great distrust. 

While Crone was awaiting his trial, another agent 
of the Court of Saint Germains, named Tempest, was 
seized on the road between Dover and London, and was 
found to be the bearer of numerous letters addressed to 
malecontents in England." Every day it became more 
plain that the State was surrounded by dangers: and 
yet it was absolutely necessary that, at this conjuncture, 
the able and resolute Chief of the State should quit his 
post. . 

William, with painful anxiety, such· as he alone was Diffi~~tie8 
able to conceal under an appearance of stoical serenity, of William. 

prepared to take his departure. Mary was in agonies 
of grief; and her distress affected him more than wal;l 
imagined by those who judged of his heart by his de .. 
meanour. t He knew too that he was about to leave 
her surrounded by difficulties with which. her habits 
had not qualified her to contend. She would be in 
constant need of wise and upright counsel ; and ]Vhere 
was such counsel to be found? There were indeed 
among his servants many able men and a few virtuous 
men. But, even when he was present, their political 
and personal animosities had too often made both their 
abilities and their virtues useless to him. What chance 

. • Cw:endon's Diary, May 10. plains la povre reine, qui eSt en de$. 
1690. terribles afflictions." . 
. t He wrote to Portland, rr Je 

VOL. Ill. Q Q 
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was there that the gentle Mary would be able to re
strain that party spirit and that emulation which pad 
been but very imperfectly kept in order by her resolute 
and politic lord? If the interior cabinet which was to 
assist the Queen were composed exclusively either of 
Whigs or of Tories, half tM nation would be disgusted. 
Yet, if Whigs and Tories were mixed, it was certain 
that there would be constant dissension. Such was 
William's situation that he had only a choice of evils. 

Conduct of All these difficulties were increased by the conduct 
Shrews-
bury. of Shrewsbury. The character of this man is a curious 

study. He seemed to be the petted favourite both ot 
nature and of fortune. illustrious birth, exalted rank, 
ample possessions, fine parts, extensive acquirements, 
an agreeable person, manners singularly graceful and 
engaging, combined to make him an object of admira
tion and envy. But, with all these advantages, he had 
some moral and intellectual peculiarities which made 
him a torment to himself and to all connected with him. 
His conduct at the time of the Revolution had given thE;l 
world a high opinion, not merely of his patriotism, but 
of his courage, energy and decision. It should seem, 
however; that youthful enthusiasm and the exhilaration 
produced by public sympathy and applause had, on that 
occasion, raised him above himself. Scarcely any other 
part of his:We was of a piece with that splendid com
mencement. He had hardly become Secretary of State 
when it appeared that his nerves were too weak for such 
a post. The daily toil, the heavy responsibility, the 
failures, the mortifications, the obloquy, which are in
separable from power, broke his spirit, soured his tem
per, and impaired his health. To such natures as his 
the sustaining power of high religious principle seems to 
be peculiarly necessary; and unfortunately Shrewsbury 
had, in the act of shaking off the yoke of that supersti
tion in which he had been brought up, liberated himself 
also from more salutary bands which might perhaps 
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have braced his too delicately constituted. mind into 
fltedfastness and uprightness. Destitute of such sup~ 
port, he was, with great abilities, a weak man, and, 
though endowed with many amiable and. attractive 
qualities, could not be called an honest man. For his 
own happiness, he should either have been much better 
or much worse. As it was, he never knew either that 
noble peace of mind which is the reward of rectitude, 
or that abject peace of mind which springs from impu
dence and insensibility. Few people who have had so 
little power to resist temptation have suffered so cruelly 
from remorse and shame. 

To a man of this temper the situation of a minister 
of state during the year which followed the Revolution 
must have been constant torture. The difficulties by 
which the government was beset on all sides, the malig,. 
nity of its enemies, the unreasonableness of its friends, 
the virulence with which the hostile factions fell on each 
other and on every mediatOl.' who attempted to part 
them, might indeed have discouraged a more resolute 
spirit. Before Shrewsbury had been. six months in 
office, he had completely lost heart and head. 'He began 
to address to William letters which it is difficult to 
imagine that a prince so strongminded can have read 
without mingled compassion and contempt. "I am 
sensible," -such was the constant burden of these epis .. 
tles,-" that I am unfit for my place. I cannot exert 
myself. . I am not the same man that I was half a year 
ago. My health is giving way. My mind is on the 
rack. My memory is failing. Nothing but quiet and 
retirement can restore met Willia~ returned friendly 
and soothing answers; and, for a time, these answers 
calmed the troubled mind of his minister.· But at 
length the dissolution, the general election, the change 
in the Commissions of Pe~ce and Lieutenancy, and 

• See the Letters of Shrewsbury in Coxe's Correspondence, Part I. 
chap. i. . 
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finally the debates on the two Abjuration "Bills,threw 
Shrewsbury into a state bordering on distraction. He 
was angry with the Whigs for using the King ill, and 
yet was still more angry with the King for showing 
favour to the Tories. At what moment and by what 
influence the unhappy man was induced to commit a 
treason, the consciousness of which threw a dark shade 
over all his remaining years, is not accurately known. 
But it is highly probable that his mother, who, though 
the most abandoned of women, had great power over 
him, took a fatal advantage of some unguarded hour, 
when he was irritated by finding his advice slighted, 
and that of Danby and Nottingham preferred. She 
was still a member of that Church which her son had 
quitted, and may have thought that, by reclaiming him 
from rebellion, she might make some atonement for the 
violation of her marriage vow and the murder of her 
lord. * What is certain is that, before the end of the 
.spring of 1690, Shrewsbury had offered his services to 
James, and that James had accepted them. One proof 
of the sincerity of the convert was demanded. He 
must resign the seals, which h~ had taken from the 
hand of the usurper.t It is probable that Shrewsbury 
had scarcely committed his fault when he began to 
repent of it. But he had not strength of mind to stop 
short in the path of evil. Loathing his own baseness, 
dreading a detection which must be fatal to his honour, 
afraid to go forward, . afraid to go back, he underwent 
tortures of which it is impossible to think without com-

'" That Lady Shrewsbury was 'a 
Jacobite, and did her best to make 
her son so, is certain from LloycJ's 
Paper of May 1694, whicb is among 
the Nairne .\\ISS., and was printed 
by Macpherson. 

t This is proved by a few words 
in a paper which James, in Novem

,ber 1692, laid before the French 
government. "11 Y a," says he, "Ie 

Comte de Shrusbery, qui, etant Se
cretaire d'Etat du Prince d'Orange, 
s'est defait de sa charge par mon 
ordre." One copy of this most 
valuable paper is in the Archives of 
the French Foreign Office. Another 
is among the Nairne MSS. in the 
Bodleian Library. A translat.ion 
into English will be found in Mac
pherson's collection. 
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miseration. The· true cause of his distress was as yet CHAP. 

a profound secret: but his mental struggles and changes· ~ 
of purpose were generally known, and furnished the 1690. 

town, during some weeks, with topics of conversation. 
One night, when he was actually setting out in a state 
of great excitement for the palace, with the seals in his 
hand, he was induced by Burnet to defer his resignation 
for a few hours. Some days later, the eloquence of 
Tillotson was employed for the same purpose.... Three 
or four times the Earl laid the ensigns of his office on 
the table of the royal closet, and was three or four times 
induced, by the kind expostulations of the master whom 
he was conscious of having wronged, to take them up 
and carry them away. Thus the resignation was de~ 
ferred till the eve of the King's departure. By that 
time agitation had thrown Shrewsbury into a low fever. 
Bentinck, who made a last effort to persuade him to 
retain office; found him in bed and too ill for con~ 
versation. t The resignation so often tendered was at 
length accepted; and during some months Nottingham 
was the only Secretary of State. . -

It was no smail addition to William's troubles that, The Conn. 

at such a moment, his government should be weakened eil of Nine. 

by this defection. He tried, however, to do his best 
with the materials which remained to him, and finally 
selected nine privy councillors, by whose advice he en· 
joined Mary to be guided. Four t;.f these, Devonshire, 
Dorset, Monmouth, and Edward l-{.usseil, were Whigs.-
The other five, Caermarthen, Pembroke, Nottingham, 
Marlborough, and Lowther, were Tories.t 

• Burnet, ii. 45. manuscript copy of this ·satire, evi-
. t Shrewsbury to Somers, Sept: dently contemporary, and bearing 
22. ]691. the date 1690. It is indeed evident 

t Among the State Poems (vol. at a. glance tbat the nine persons 
ii. p. 211.) will be found a piece satirised are the nine members of 
which some ignorant editor has en- the interior council which William 
titled, "A Satyr written when the appointed to assist Mary when he 
K-- went to Flanders and left went to Ireland. Some of them· 
nine Lorde Justices." I have a never were Lords Justices. 

Q Q 3 
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William ordered the Nine to attend him at the office 
of the Secretary of State. When they were assembled, 
he came leading in the Queen, desired them to be seated, 
and addressed to them a few earnest and weighty words. 
" She wants experience," he said ; "but I hope that, by 
choosing you to be her counsellors, I have supplied that 
defect. I put my kingdom into your hands. Nothing 
'foreign or domestic shall be kept secret from you. I 
implore you to be diligent and to be united."· In 
private he told his wife what he thought of the charac
ters of the Nine; and it should seem, from her letters 
to him, that there were few of the number for whom 
he expressed any high esteem. Marlborough was to 
be her guide in military affairs, and was to command 
the. troops in England. Russell, who was Admiral of 
the Blue,' and had been rewarded for the service which 
he had done at the time of the Revolution with the 
lucrative place of Treasurer of the Navy, was well 
fitted to be her adviser on all questions relating to the 
fleet. But Caermarthen was designated as the person 
on whom, in case of any difference of opinion in the 
council, she ought chiefly to rely. Caermarthen's sa
gacity and experience were unquestionable: his prin
ciples, indeed, were lax: but, if there was any person 
iz:t existence to whom he was likely to be true, that 
person was Mary. He had long been in a peculiar 
manner her friend a~d servant: he had gained a high 
place, in her favour by bringing about her marriage; 
and he had, in the Convention, carried his zeal for her 
interests to a length which she had herself blamed as 
excessiye. There was, therefore, every reason to hope 
that he would serve her at this critical conjuncture with 
sincere good will. t 

Conduct of One of her nearest kinsmen, on the other hand, was 
Clarend0l\: 

• From a narrative written by t See Mary's Letters to William. 
Lowther, which is among the published by D.tlrymple. 
Mackintosh 1\188. 
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'one of her bitterest enemies: The evidericewhich was . CHAP • 

. in the possession of the government proved beyond dis- xv. 
pute that Clarendon was deeply concerned in the Jaco- .1690. 

,bite schemes of insurrection. But the Queen was most 
unwilling that her kindred should be harshly treated; 
and William, remembering through what ties she had 
broken, and what reproaches she had incurred, for his 
sake, readily gave her uncle's life and liberty to her 
intercession. But, before the King set out for Ireland, 
he spoke seriously to Rochester. " Your brother has 
been plotting against me. I am sure of it. I have the 
proofs under his own hand. I was urged.to leave him 
out of the Act of Grace; but I would not do what 
would have given so much pain to the Queen. For her 
sake I forgive the past; but my Lord Clarendon will do 
well to be cautious for the future. If not, he will find 
that these are no jesting matters." Rochester com
municated the admonition to Clarendon. Clarendon, 
who was in constant correspondence with Dublin and 
Saint Germains, protested that his only Wish was to be 
quiet, and that, though he had a scruple about the 
oaths, the existing government had not a more obedient 
subject than he purposed to be.:I 

Among the letters which the government had inter. Penn held 
to baiL cepted was one from James to Penn. That letter, 

indeed., was not legal evidence to prove that the person 
to whom it was addressed had been ,guilty of high 
treason; but it raised suspicions which are now known 
to have· been well founded. Penn was brought before 
the Privy Council, and interrogated. He said very 
truly that he could not prevent people from writing to 

.-him, and that he was not accountable for 'what they 
might write to him. He acknowledged. that he was 
bound to the late King by ties of gratitude and affec~ 
tion which no change of fortune could dissolve. " I 
should be glad to do him any. service in his private 

• .Clarendon's Diary, May 80. 1690 •. 
QQ" 
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CHAP. affairs: but lowe a sacred duty to my country; and 
xv. therefore I was never so wicked as even to think of 

1690. endeavouring to bring him back." This was a false-
, hood; and William was probably aware that it was so. 
He was unwillip,g however to deal harshly with a man 
who had many titles to respect, and who was not likely 
to be g, very formidable plotter. He therefore declared 
,himself satisfied, and proposed to discharge the prisoner. 
Some of the Privy Councillors, however, remonstrated; 
and Penn was required to give bail. * 

Interview On the day before William's departure, he called 
~illie:,:. Burnet into his closet, and, in firm but mournful 
and Burnet. language, spoke of the dangers which on every side 

'menaced the realm, of the fury of the contending fac~ 
tions, and of the evil spirit which seemed to possess too 
many of the clergy. " But my trust is in God. I will 
go through with' my work or perish in it. Only I 
cannot help feeling for the poor Queen;" and twice he 
repeated with unwonted tenderness, "the poor Queen." 
" If you love me," he added, "wait on her often, and give 
her what help you can. As for me, but for one thing, 
I should enjoy the prospect of being on horseback and 
under canvass again. For I am sure I am fitter to 
direct a campaign than to manage your Houses of Lords 
and Commons. But, though I know that I am in the 
path of duty, it is hard on my wife that her father and I 
must be opposed to each other in the field. God send 
that no harm may happen to him. Let me have your 
prayers, Doctor." Burnet retired greatly moved, and 
doubtless put up, with no common fervour, those prayers 
for which his master had asked. t 

William On the following day, the fourth of June, the King 
i~:~~. for set out for Ireland. Prince George had offered his 

services, had equipped himself at great charge, and fully 
.expected to be complimented wit.h a seat in the royal 
~oach. But William, who promised himself little pleasure 

'" Gerard Croese. t Burnet, ii. 46. 
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or advantage from His Royal Highness's' conversation, CHAP. 
and who seldom stood on ceremony, took Portland for a . xv. 
travelling companion, and never once, during the whole 1690. 

of that eventful campaign, seemed to be aware of the 
Prince's existence. - George, if left to himself, would 
hardly have noticed the affront. But, though he was 
too dull to feel, his wife felt for him; and her resent-
ment was studiously kept alive by mischiefmakers of 
no common dexterity. On this, as on many other 
occasions, the infirmities of William's temper proved 
seriously detrimental to the great interests of which 
he was the guardian. His reign would have been far 
more prosperous if, with his own courage, capacity 
and elevation of mind, he had had a little of the easy 
good humour and politeness of his UIicle Charles. 

In four days the King arrived at Chester, where a fleet 
of transports was awaiting the signal for sailing. He 
embarked on the eleventh of June, and waS convoyed 
across Saint George's Channel by a squadron of men of 
war under the command of Sir Cloudesley Shovel. t-

The month which followed William'sdepartilre from Trial of 
London was one of the most eventful and anxious Crone. 

months in the whole history of England. A few hours 
after he had set out, Crone was brought to the bar of the 
Old Bailey. A "great array of judges was on the Bench. 
Fuller had recovered sufficiently to make his appearance 
in court; and the trial proceeded. The Jacobites had 
been indefatigable in their efforts to ascertain the po-
litical opinions of the pertlons whose names were on the 
jury' list. So many were challenged that there was 
some difficulty in making up the number of twelve; and 
among the twelve was one on whom the malecontents 
thought that they could depend. Nor were they alto-

• The Duchess of Marlborough's from Chester, June ,\. Hop at-
Vindication. tended William to Ireland as envoy 

t I.ondon Gazettes, June 5. 12. from tbe States. 
-16. 1690 j Hop to the States General 
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gether mistaken; for this man held out against his 
eleven companions all night and half the next day; and 
he would probably have starved them into submission 
had not Mrs. Clifford, who was in league with him, been 
caught throwing sweetmeats to him through the win
dow. His supplies having been cut off, he yielded; 
and a verdict of Guilty, which, it was .said, cost two of 
the jurymen their lives, was returned. A motion in 
arrest of judgment was instantly made, on the ground 
that a Latin word indorsed on the back of the indict
ment was incorrectly spelt. The objection was un
doubtedly frivolous. Jeffreys would have at once 
overruled it with a torrent of curses, and would have 
proceeded to the most agreeable part of his duty, that 
of describing to the prisoner the whole process of half 
hanging, disembowelling, mutilating, and quartering. 
But Holt and his brethren remembered that they were 
now for the :first time since the. Revolution trying a 
CUlprit on a· charge of high treason. It was therefore 
desirable to show, in a manner not to be misunder
stood, that a new era had commenced, and that the 
tribunals would in future rather err on the side of 
humanity than imitate the cruel haste and levity with 
which Cornish· had, when pleading for his life, been 
silenced by servile judges. The passingof the sentence 
was therefore deferred: a day was appointed for con
sidering the point raised by Crone; and counsel were -
assigned to argue in his behalf. " This would not have 
been done, Mr. Crone," said the Lord Chief Justice 
significantly, "in either of the last two reigns." After 
a full hearing, the Bench unanimously pronounced the 
'error to be immaterial; and the prisoner was con
demned to death. He owned that his trial had been 
fair, thanked the judges for their patience, and besought 
them to intercede for him with the Queen.:tIl 

• Clarendon's Diary, June 7. Diary; Baden, the Dutch Secretary 
and 12.1690; NarciS:lus.LuttreJI's of Lt'{;ation, to Van Citters, JUlie 
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He was soon inforl'ned'that his fate was in his oWn .CHAP. 

hands. The government was willing to spare hIm if he xv. 
would earn his pardon by a full confession. The struggle .1690. 
in his mind was terrible and doubtful. At one time 
Mrs. CMord, who had access to his cell, reported to the 
Jacobite chiefs that he was in a great agony. He could 
not die, he said: he was too young." to· be a martyr.:It 
The next moming she found him cheerful and resolute. t 
He held out till the eve of the day fixed for' his execu-
tion. Then he sent to ask for an interview with the 
Secretary of State. Nottingham went td Newgate; 
but, before he arrived, Crone had changed his mind 
and was determined to say nothing. "Then," said 
Nottingham, "I shall see you no more; for tomorrow 
will assuredly be your last day.'" But, after Notting-
ham had departed, Monmouth repaired to the gaol, and 
1lattered himself that he had shaken the prisoner's re
solution. A~ a very late hour that night came a respite 
for a. week.: The week howe",er passed away without 
any disclosure: the gallows and quartering block were 
ready at Tyburn: the sledge and axe were at the door 
of Newgate: the crowd was thick all up Holbom Hill 
and along the Oxford Road; when a messenger brought 
another respite, and Crone, instead of being dragged to 
the place of execution, was conducted to the Council 
chamber at Whitehall. His fortitude had been at last 
overcome by the near prospect of death; and on this 
occasion he gave important information.§ 

Such information as he had it in his power to give pan~r of 

was indeed at that moment much needed. Both an :'di~~~
invasion and an insurrection were hourly expected." rectio'!. , 

S I h d Willi' Tourville 8 carce y a am set out from London when a great ileet in the 
, Channel. 

~. ; Fuller's Life of himself; Wel
wood's Mercurius Reformatu8, June 
ll.1690. 

• Clarendon's Diary, June 8. 
1690. . 

t Clarendon'. Diary, June 10. 

:j: Baden to Van Citters, June H. 
1690.; Clarendon's Diary, June 19.; 
Narcissus Luttrell's Diary. 

§ Clarendon's Diary, June 25. 
II Narcissus Luttrell's "Diary. 
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eRA p. FrenQh' fleet comnianded by the Count -of Tourville left 
xv. the port of Brest and entered the British Channel. 
1690. Tourville was the ablest maritime commander that his 

country then possessed. He had studied every part of 
his profession. It was said of him that he was competent 
to £11 any place oIi shipboard from that of carpenter up 
to that of admiral. It was said of him, also, that to the 
dauntless courage of a seaman he united the suavity 
and urbanity of an accomplished gentleman. *He now 
stood over to the English shore, and approached it so 
near that his ships could be plainly descried from the 
ramparts of Plymouth. From Plymouth he proceeded 
slowly aIongthe' coast of Deyonshire and Dorsetshire. 
There was great reason to apprehend that his move
-Ir).ents had been concerted with the English malecon.:. 
tents·t . '-
. The Queen and her Council hastened to take measures 
for the defence of the country against both foreign and 
domestic enemies. Torrington took the command of the 
English fleet which lay in the Downs; and sailed to 
-Saint Helen's. He was there joined bya Dutch squadron 
under the command of Evertsen. It seemed that the 

. cliffs of the Isle of Wight would witness one of the 
greatest navalconilicis recorded in history. A hundred 
and £fty ships of the line could' be counted at once 
from the watchtower of Saint' Catharine's. On the east 
of the huge precipice of Black Gang Chine, and in full 
view of the richly wooded rocks of Saint Lawrence and 
Ventnor, were mustered the maritime forces of Eng
land and Holland. On the west, stretching to that . 
white cape where the waves roar among the Needles, 
lay the armament of France. 

ATresta of It was on the twenty sixth of June, less than u. fort
suspected niO'ht after William had sailed for Ireland, that the hos-persons. I:> 

. tile fleets took up these positions. A few hours earlier, 
"" Memoirs of Saint Simon. t London Gazette, June 26. 

6 B d V C· June 24 1 90; a en to an Itters, July" 
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.there' had been an important and anxious sitting of CHAP • 

.the Privy Council at Whitehall. ·The malecontents ~ • 
who were leagued with France were alert and full of '1690. 

hope. Mary had remarked, while taking her airing, 
that Hyde Park was, swarming with them. The whole 
board was of opinion that it was necessary to arrest 
some persons of whose guilt the government had proofs. 
When Clarendon was named, something was ,said in 
his behalf by his friend and relation, Sir Henry Capel. 
The other councillors stared, but remained silent. It 
was no pleasant task to accuse the Queen's kinsman in 
the Queen's presence. Mary had scarcely ever opened 
her lips at Council: but now, being possessed of clear 
proofs of her uncle's treason in his own handwriting, 
and knowing that respect for her prevented her ad-
visers from proposing what the public, safety required, 
she broke silence. " Sir Henry," she, said, "I know, 
and every body here knows as well as I, that there 
is too much against my Lord Clarendon to leave him 
out." The warrant was drawn up; and Capel signed 
it with the rest. " I am more sorry for Lord Claren~ 
don," Mary wrote to her husband, "than, may be,will be 
believed." That evening Clarendon and several other 
noted Jacobites were lodged in the To",er." 

When the Privy Council had risen, the Queen and the Torrington 

interior Council of Nine had to consider' a question of ;i~:":a~S~ 
the gravest importance. What orders were to be sent to 1? Tour

Torrington? The safety of the State might depend on ville. 

his judgment and presence of mind; and some of Mary's 
advisers apprehended that he would not be found equal 
to the occasion. Their anxiety increased when news 
came that he had abandoned the coast of the Isle of 
Wight to the French, and was retreating before them 
towards the Straits 9f Dover. The sagacious Caermar-
then and the enterprising Monmouth agreed in blaming 

• Mary to William, June 26. 1690; Clarendon's Diary of the same 
date; Narcissus. Luttrell's Diary. 
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CHAP. these cautious tactics. It was true that Torrington 
xv. had not so many vessels as Tourville: but Caermarthen 

1690; thought that, at such a time, it was advisable to fight, 
althQugh against odds; and Monmouth was, through life, 
f<;>r fighting at all times and against all odds. Russell, 
who was indisputably one of the best seamen of the age, 
held that the disparity of numbers was not such as 
ought to cause any uneasiness to an officer who com
manded English and Dutch sailors. He therefore pro,. 
posed to send to the Admiral a reprimand couched in 
terms so severe that the Queen did not like to sign 
it. The language was much softened; but, in the 
main, Russell's advice was followed. Torrington was 
positively ordered to retreat· no further, and to give 
battle immediately. Devonshire, however, was still 
unsatisfied. "It is my duty, Madam," he said, "to 
tell Your Majesty exactly what I think on a matter of 
this importance; and I think that my Lord Torrington 
is not a man to be trusted with the fate of three king
doms." Devonshire was right: but his colleagues were 
~animously of opinion that to supersede a commander 
in sight of the enemy, and on the eve of a general 
action, would be a course full of danger; and it is dif
ficult to say that they were wrong. "You must either," 
said Russell, "leave him where he is, or send for him 
as a prisoner." Several expedients were suggested. 
Caermarthen proposed that Russell should be sent to . 
assist Torrington. Monmouth passionately implored 
permission to join the :fleet in any capacity, as a cap
tain, or as a volunteer. "Only let me be once on board; 
and I pledge my life that there shall be a battle." 
Mter much discu~sion and hesitation, it was resolved 
that both Russell and Monmouth should go down to 
the coast. .. They set out, but too late. The despatch 

. which ordered Torrington to fight had preceded them. 
It reached him when he was off Beachy Head. He 

• Mary to William, June 28. and July 2. 1690. 
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read it, and was in a great strait. Not to give- battle 
was to be guilty of direct disobedience. To give battle 
was, in his judgment, to incur serious risk of defeat. He 
probably suspected,-for he was of a captious andjealous 
temper,-that the instructions which placed him in so 
painful a dilemma had been framed by enemies BD;d 
rivals with a design unfriendly to his fortune and his 
fame. He was exasperated by the thought that he was 
ordered about and overruled by Russell, who, though 
his inferior in professional rank, exercised, as one of the 
Council of Nine, a supreme control over all the depart
ments of the public service. There seems to be no 
ground for charging Torrington with disaffection. Still 
less can it be suspected that an officer, whose whole life 
had been passed in confronting danger, and who had 
always borne himself bravely, wanted the personal cou
rage which hundreds of sailors on board of every ship 
under his command possessed. But there is a higher 
courage of which Torrington was wholly destitute. He 
shrank from all responsibility, from the responsibility of 
fighting, and from the responsibility of not fighting; and 
he succeeded in finding out a middle way which united 
all the inconveniences which he wished to 'avoid. He 
would conform to the letter of his instructions: yet 
he would not put every thing to hazard. Some of his 
ships should skirmish with the enemy: but the great 
body of his fieet should not be risked. It was evident 
that the vessels which engaged the French would b~ 
placed in a most dangerous situation, and would suffer 
much loss; and there is but too good reason to believe 
that Torrington was base enough to lay his plans in 
such a manner that the danger and loss might fall al
most exclusively to the share of the Dutch. He bore 
them no love; and in England they were so unpopulal'o 
that the destruction of their whole squadron was likelr 
to cause fewer murmurs than the capture of one of 
our own frigates. 
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. It was on the twenty ninth of June that the Admiral 
received the order to fight. The next day, at foul' in the 
morning, he bore down on the French fleet, and formed 
his vessels in order of battle. He had not sixty sail 
of the line, and the French had at least eighty; but 
. his ships were more strongly manned than those of the 
enemy. He placed the Dutch in the van and gave 
them the signal to engage. That signal was promptly 
obeyed. Evertsen and his countrymen fought with a 
courage to which both their English allies and their 
French enemies, in spite of national prejudices, did full 
justice. In none of Van Tromp's or De Ruyter'S battles 
had the honour of the Batavian flag been more gallantly 
upheld. During many hours the van maintained the 
.unequal contest with very little assistance from any 
,other part of the fleet. At length the Dutch Admiral 
drew off, leaving one shattered and dismasted hull to 
the enemy. His second in command and several officers 
of high rank had fallen. To keep the sea against the 
French after this disastrous and ignominious action 
was impossible. The Dutch ships which had come out 
of the fight were in lamentable condition. Torring
ton ordered some of them to be destroyed: the rest he 
took in tow: he then fled along the coast of Kent, and 
sought a refuge in the Thames. As soon as he was in 
the river, he ordered all the buoys to be pulled up, and 
thus made the' navigation so dangerous, that the pur-
suers could not venture to follow him." . 
. -Report of the Commissioners of Mercury for July 1690; Mary to 

the Admiralty to the Queen, dated ,\Villiam, July 2.; Torrington to 
Sheerness, July 18. 1690; Evi- Caermarthen, July 1. The account 
dence of Captains Cornwall, Jones, . of the battle in the Paris Gazette of 
Martin and Hubbard, and of Vice July 15. 1690 is not to he read 
Admiral Delaval; Burnet ii. 52., and without shame: "On a syeu que Ie!! 
Speaker Onslow's Note; Memoires Hollandois s'estoient tres bien baltus, 
du Mart!chal de Tourville; Memoirs et qu'ils s'estnient comportez en cette 
of Transactions. at Sea by Josiah occasion en braves gens, mais que 

• Burchett, Esq., Secretary to the les Anglois n'en avoient pas agi de 
Admiralty, 1703; London Gazette, meme." In the Frenchofficialrelalion 
July. 8.; Historical and Political of the battle off Cape. B~v~zi~r.-::-aD· 
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It was, however, thought by many, and especially CHAP. 

by the French ministers, that, if Tourville had. been ~v. 
more enterprising, the allied fleet might· have been 1690. 

destroyed. He seems to have borne, in one respect, 
too much resemblance to his vanquished opponent. 
Though a brave man, he was a timid commander. His 
life he exposed with careless gaiety; but it was said 
that he was nervously anxious and pusillanimously 
cautious when his professional reputation was in danger. 
lIe was so much annoyed by these censures that he 
soon became, unfortunately for his country, bold even to 
temerity.'" • 

There has scarcely ever been so sad a day in Lon.:. Alarm in 

don as that on which the news of the Battle of Beachy London. 

Head arrived. The shame was insupportable: the 
peril was imminent. What if \he victorious enemy 
should do what De Ruyter had done? What if the 
dockyards of Chatham should again be destroyed? 
What if the Tower. itself should be bombarded? What 
if the vast wood of masts and yardarms below London 
Bridge should be in a blaze? N or was this all. Evil 
tidings had just arrived from the Low Countries. The BatUe of 

allied forces under Waldeck had,in the neighbourhood Ft.Jurus. 

of Fleurus, encountered.the French commanded by the 
Duke of Luxemburg. The day had been long and 
fiercely disputed. At length the skill of the French 
general and the impetuous valour of the French cavalry 
had prevailed. t Thus at the same moment the army 
of Lewis was victorious in Flanders, and his navy was 
in undisputed possession of the ChanneL. Marshal 
Humieres with a considerable force lay not far from 

odd corruption of Pe\,ensey, - are lande par Ie peu de valeur qu'iIs 
some passages to the same effect: montrerent dans Ie com bat,"· 
"Lea Hollandois combattirent avec '" Life of James, ii. 409.; Bur-
beaucoup de courage et lie fermete; - net, ii. 5. 
mais i1s ne furent pas bien secondez t London Gazette, June 30. 
par les Anglois." "Les Angloi~&e 1690; Historical and Political 
distinguerent des vaisseaux de Hol- Mercury for July 1690. 
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the Straits of Dover. It had been given out that he 
was about to join Luxemburg. But the information 
which the English government received from able mili
tary men in the Netherlands and from spies who mixed 
with the Jacobites, and which to so great a master 
-of the art of war as Marlborough seemed to deserve 
serious attention, was, that the army of Humieres 
would instantly march to Dunkirk and would there be 
taken on board of the fleet of Tourville. tEo Between the 
coast of Artois and the N ore not a single sPip bearing 
the red cross of Saint George could venture to show her
self. The embarkation would be the business of a few 
hours. A few hours more might suffice for the voyage. 
At any moment London might be appalled by the news 
that thirty thousand French veterans were in Kent, 
and that the Jacobite~ of half the counties of the king
domwere in arms. All the regular troops who could 
be assembled for the defence of the island did not 
amount to more than ten thousand men. It may be 
doubted whether our country has ever passed through 
a more alarming crisis than that of the first week of 
July 1690. 

But the evil brought with it its own remedy. Those 
little knew England who imagined that she could be in 
danger at once of rebellion and invasion: for in truth 
the danger of invasion was the best security against 
the danger of rebellion. The cause of James was the
cause of France; and, though to superficial observers 
the French alliance seemed to be his chief support, it 
really was the obstacle which made his restoration im
possible. In the patriotism, the too often unamiable 
and unsocial patriotism of our forefathers, lay the se
cret at once of William's weakness and of his strength. 
They were jealous of his love for Holland: but they 
cordially sympathized with his hatred of Lewis. To 
their strong sentiment of natiQn~ty are to be ascribed 

.. Nottingham to William, July 15. 1690. 
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almost all those petty annoyances which made the 
throne of the Deliverer,. from his accession to his death, 
so uneasy a seat. But to the same sentiment it is to 
be ascribed that his throne, constantly menaced and 
frequently shaken, was never subverted. For, much as 
his people detested his foreign favourites, they detested 
his foreign adversaries still more. The Dutch were Pro
testants: the French were Papists. The Dutch were 
regarded as self seeking, grasping, overreaching allies: 
the French were mortal enemies. The worst that could 
be apprehended from the Dutch was that they might 
obtain too large a share of the patronage of the Crown, 
that they might throw on us too large a part of the 
burdens of the war, that they might obtain commercial 
aiJvantages at our expense. But the French would 
conquer us: the French would enslave us: the French 
would inflict on us calamities such as those which had 
turned the fair fields and cities of the Palatinate into 
a desert. The hopgroundsof Kent would be as the 
vineyards of the Neckar. The High Street of Oxford 
and the close of Salisbury would be piled with ruins 
such as those which covered the spots. where the pa-
1aces and churches of Heidelberg and Manheim had 
once stood. The parsonage overshadowed by the old 
steeple, the farmhouse peeping from among beehives 
and appleblossoms, the manorial hall embosomed in 
elms, would be given up to a soldiery which knew not 
what it was to pity old men 'or delicate women or suck
ing children. The words, "The French are coming," 
like a spell, quelled at once all murmurs about taxes 
and abuses, about William's ungracious manners and 
Portland's lucrative places, and raised a spirit as high 
and unconquerable as had pervaded, a hundred . years 
before, the ranks which Elizabeth reviewed at Tilbury. 
Had the army of H:umiereslanded, it would assuredly 
have been withstood by almost every malEi capable of 
bearing arms. N otonly the muskets .and pikes but 
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the scythes and pitchforks would have been too few 
for the hundreds of thousands who, forgetting all dis
tinction of sect or faction, would have risen up like one 
man to defend the English soil. 

The immediate effect therefore of the disasters ill the 
Channel and in Flanders was to unite for a moment 
the great body of the people. The national antipa
thy to the Dutch seemed to be suspended. Their gal
lant conduct in the fight off Beachy Head was loudly 
applauded. The inaction of Torrington was loudly 
condemned. London set the example of concert and 
of exertion. The irritation produced by the late elec
tion at once subsided. All distinctions of party disap
peared. The Lord Mayor was summoned to attend 
the Queen. She requested him to ascertain as soon as 
possible what the capital would undertake to do if the 
enemy should venture to make a descent. He called 
together the representatives of the wards, conferred with 
them, and returned to Whitehall to report that they had 
unanimously bound themselves to stand by the govern
ment with life and fortune; that a hundred thousand 
pounds were ready to be paid into the Exchequer; that 
ten thousand Londoners, well armed ~nd appointed, were 
prepared to march at an hour's notice; and that an addi
tional force, consisting of six regiments of foot, a strong 
regiment of horse, and a thousand dragoons, should be 
instantly raised without costing the Crown a farthing. 
Of Her Majesty the City had nothing to ask, but that 
she would be pleased to set over these troops officers 
in whom she could confide. The same spirit was shown 
in every part of the country. Though in the southern 
counties the harvest was at hand, the rustics repaired 
with unusual cheerfulness to the musters of the mili
tia. The Jacobite country gentlemen, who had, du
ring several months, been making preparations for the 
general rising which was to take place as soon as 
William was gone and as help arrived from France, 
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now that William was gone, now that a French iri- CHAP. 

vasionwas hourly expected, burned their commissions . xv. 
signed by James, and hid their arms behind wainscots 1690. 
or in haystacks. The Jacobites in the towns were 
insulted wherever they appeared, and were forced to 
shut themselves up in their houses from the exaspe-
rated populace.· 

Nothing is more interesting to those who love to Conduct or 

study the intricacies of the human heart than the effect :::;~s. 
which the public danger produced on Shrewsbury. . 
For a moment he was. again the Shrewsbury of 1688. 
His nature, lamentably unstable, was not ignoble; and 
the thought, that, by standing foremost in the defence 
of his country at so perilous a crisis, he might repair 
his great fault and regain his own esteem, gave new 
energy to his body and his mind. He had retired 
to Epsom, in the hope that quiet and pure °air would 
produce a salutary effect on his shattered frame and 
wounded spirit. But a few hours after the news of the 
Battle of Beachy Head had arrived, he was at White
hall, and had offered his purse and sword to the Queen. 
It had been in contemplation to put the :fleet under the 
command of some great nobleman with two experienced 
naval officers to advise him. Shrewsbury begged that, if 
such an arrangement were made, he might be appointed. 
It concerned, he said, the interest and the honour of 
every man in the kingdom not to let the enemy ride 
victorious in the Channel; and he would gladly risk his 
life to retrieve the lost fame of the English :flag. t 

His offer was not accepted. Indeed, the plan of 
dividing the naval command between a man of quality 
who did not know the points of the compass, and two 
weatherbeaten old seamen who had risen from being 
cabin boys to be Admirals, was very wisely laid aside. 

• Burnet, ii. 53, 54.; Narcissus t Mary to William, July 8. 10. 
Luttrell's Diary, July 7. 11. 1690; 1690; Shrewsbury to Caermarthen, 
London Gazette, July 14. 1690. July 15. 
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Active exertions were made to prepare the allied squa
drons for service. Nothing was omitted which could 
assuage the natural resentment of the Dutch. The 
Queen sent a Privy Councillor, charged with a special 
mission to the States General. He was the bearer of 
a letter to them in which she extolled the valour of 
Evertsen's gallant squadron. She assured them that 
their ships should be repaired in the English dock
yards, and that the wounded Dutchmen should be as 
carefully tended as wounded Englishmen. It was an
nounced that a strict inquiry would be instituted into 
the causes of the late disaster j and Torrington, who 
indeed could not at that IDQment have appeared in 
public without risk of being torn in pieces, was sent to 
the Tower." 

During the three days which followed the arrival of 
the disastrous tidings from Beachy Head the aspect 
of London was gloomy and agitated. But on the 
fourth day all was changed. Bells were pealing: flags 
were flying: candles were arranged in the windows 
for an illumination: men were eagerly shaking hands 
with each other in the streets. A courier had that 
morning arrived at WhiteJ:tall with great news from 
Ireland • 

• Mary to the States General, able Passages in the Life of Arthur, 
July 12.; Burchett's Memoirs; An Earl of Torrington, 1691. 
important Account of some remark-
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WILLIAM had been, during the whole spring, impatiently CHAP. 

expected in Ulster. The Protestant settlements along XVL 
the coast of that province had, in the course of the 1690. 
month of May, been repeatedly agitated by false reports William 

f h· . 1 I h ill h ft landsat o IS arrlVa • t was not, owever, t tea ernoon Carrick-

of the fourteenth of June that he landed at Carrick- ~e:~~~~ 
fergus. The inhabitants of the town crowded the main Belfast. 

street and greeted him with loud acclamations: but 
they caught only a glimpse of him. As soon as he was. 
on dry ground he mounted and set off for Belfast. On 
the road he was met by Schomberg. The meeting took 
place close to a. white house, the only human dwelling 
then visible, in the space of many miles, on the dreary 
strand of the estuary of the Laggan. A village and a 
cotton mill now rise where the white house then st~od 
alone; and all the shore is adorned by a gay succes~ 
sion of country houses, shrubberies and flower beds. 
Belfast has become one of the greatest and most flourish-
ing seats of industry in the British isles. A busy popu-
lation of a hundred thousand souls is collected there. 
The duties annually paid at the Custom House exceed 
the duties annually paid at the Custom House of London 
in the most prosperous years of the reign of Charles the 
Second. . Other Irish towns may presen~ more pictu-

. resque forms to the eye. But Belfast is the only large 
Irish town in which the traveller is not disgusted by the 
loathsome aspect and odour of long lines of human dens 
far inferior in comfort and cleanliness to the dwellings 
which, in happier countries, are provided for cattle. 
No other large Irish town is so well cleaned, so well 
paved, so brilliantly lighted. The place of domes and 

aa .. 
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spires is supplied by edifices, less pleasing to the taste, 
but not less indicative of prosperity, huge factories, tow
ering many stories· above the chimneys of the houses, 
and resounding with the roar of machinery. The Bel
fast which William entered was a small English settle
ment of about three hundred houses, commanded by a 
stately castle which has long disappeared, the seat of 
the noble family of Chichester. In this mansion, which 
is said to have borne some resemblance to the palace of 
Whitehall, and which was celebrated for its terraces 
and orchards stretching down to the river side, prepara
tions had been made for the King's reception. He was 
welcomed at the Northern Gate by the magistrates and 
burgesses in their robes of office. The multitude pressed 
on his carriage with shouts of " God save the Protestant 
King." For the town was one of the strongholds of the 
Reformed Faith; and, when, two generations later, the 
inhabitants were, for the first time, numbered, it was 
found that the Roman Catholics were not more than one 
in fifteen.:I(: 

The night came: but the Protestant counties were 
awake and up. A royal salute had been fired from the 
castle of Belfast. It had been echoed and reechoed by 
guns which Schomberg had placed at wide intervals for 
-the purpose of conveying signals from post to post. 
Wherever the peal was heard, it ·was known that King 
William was come. Before midnight all the heights of. 
Antrim and Down were blazing with bonfires. The 
light was seen across the bays of Carlingford and Dun
-dalk, and gave notice to the outposts of the enemy that 
the dec~sive hour was at hand. Within forty eight 
hours after William had landed, James set out from 

• London Gazette, June 19. ing to the town of Belfast, 18[7. 
1690; History of the 'Vars in This work contains curious extracts 
Ireland by an Officer in the Royal from 1.\18S. of the seventeenth cell
Army, 1690; Villare Hibernicum, tury. In the British Museum is a 
] 6go; Slory's I mpal·tial History, map of Belfast made in 1685, so 
1691; Historical Collections relat- exact that the houses may ~e counted. 
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Dublin for the Irish camp, which was pitched near the CHAP. 

northern frontier of Leinster." XVI. 

In Dublin the agitation was fearful. None could 1690. 

doubt that the decisive crisis was approaching; and the ~:~~i:f 
agony of suspense stimulated to the highest point the 
passions of both the hostile castes. The majority could 
easily detect, in the looks and tones of the oppressed 
minority, signs which indicated the hope of a speedy 
deliverance and of a terrible revenge. Simon Luttrell, 
to whom the care of the capital was entrusted, hastened 
to take such precautions as fear and hatred dictated. 
A proclamation appeared, enjoining all Protestants to 
remain in their houses from nightfall to dawn, and pro
hibiting them, on pain of death, from assembling in any 
place or for any purpose to the number of more than 
nve. No indulgence was granted even to those divines 
of the Established Church who had never ceased to teach 
the doctrine of nonresistance. Doctor William King, 
who had, after long holding out, lately begun to waver 
in his political creed, was committed to custody. There 
was no gaol large enough to hold one half of those 
whom the governor suspected of evil designs. The Col-
lege and several parish churches were used as prisons; 
and into those buildings men accused of" no crime but 
their religion were crowded in such numbers th~t they 
could hardlybreathe.t 

The two rival princes meanwhile were busied in William's 

collecting their forces. Loughbrickland was the place =~a;!
appointed by William for the rendezvous of the scat- ment.s. 

tere.d diVisions of his army. While his troops were 

• Lauzun to Louvois, June it
The messenger who brought the 
news to Lauzun had heard the guns 
and seen the bonfires. History of 
the Wars in Ireland by an Officer 
of the Royal Army, 1690 j Life 
of James, ii. 892., Orig. Mem. j Bur
bet, ii. 47. Burnet is strangely mis-

taken when he says that William 
had been six days in Ireland before 
his arrival was known to James. . 

t A True amI Perfect Journal of 
the Affairs of Irelancl by a Person of 
Quality, 1690; King, iii. 18. Lut
trell's proclamation will be found in 
King's Appendix. 
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aSSembling, he exerted himself indefatigably to im~ 
prove their discipline and to provide for their sub
sistence. He had brought from England two hundred 
thousand pounds in money and a great quantity of 
ammunition and provisions. Pillaging was prohibited 
under severe penalties. At the same time supplies were
liberally dispensed; and all the paymasters of regiments 
were directed to send in their accounts without delay, 
in order that there might be no arrears.:\I: Thomas Co
ningsby~ Member of Parliament for Leominster, a busy 
and unscrupulous Whig, accompanied the King, and 
acted as Paymaster General. It deserves to be men
tioned that William, at this time, authorised the Col
l~ctor of Customs at Belfast to pay every· year twelye 
hundred pounds into the hands of some of the principal 
dissenting ministers of Down and Antrim, who were to 
be trustees for their brethren. The King declared that 
he bestowed this sum on the nonconformist divines, 
partly as a. reward for their eminent loyalty to him, 
and partly as a compensation for their recent losses. 
Such was the origin of that donation which is still an
nually bestowed by the government on the Presbyterian 
clergy of Ulster.t 

William was all himself again. His spirits. de
pressed by eighteen months passed in dull state, amidst 
factions and intrigues which he but half understood, 
rose high as soon as he was surrounded by tents and 
standards.t It was strange to see how rapidly this 
man, so unpopular at Westminster, obtained a complete 
mastery over the hearts of his brethren in arms. They 
observed with delight that, infirm as he was, he took 
his share of every hardship which they underwent; 
that he thought more of their comfort than of his own j 

"" Villare Hibernicum, 1690. • 
t The order addressed to the 

Collector of Customs will be fouml 
ill Dr. Reid's History of the Presby
terian Church in Ireland. 

t "La gayete peinte sur son 
visage," says Dumont, who saw him 
at Belfast, "nous fit tout. esperer 
pour Ies hcureux succes de la cam
pagne." 
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that he sharply reprimanded some officers, who were CHAP. 

80 anxious to procure luxuries for his table as to for- XVL 

get the wants of the common soldiers; that he never 1690. 
once, from the day on which he took the field, lodged 
in a house, but, even in the neighbourhood of cities and 
palaces, slept in his small moveable hut of wood; that 
no solicitations could induce him, on a hot day and in 
a high wind, to move out of the choking cloud of dust, 
which overhung the line of march, and which severely 
tried lungs less delicate than. his. Every man under 
his command became familiar with his looks and with 
his voice; for there was not a regiment which he did 
not inspect with minute attention. His pleasant looks 
and sayings were long remembered. One brave soldier 
has recorded in his journal the kind and courteous 
manner in which a basket of the first cherries of the 
year was accepted from him by the King, and the 
sprightliness with which His Majesty conversed a.t sup-
per with those who stood round the table .... 

On the twenty fourth of June, the te:nth day after William 

William's landing, he marched southward from Lough- ::'~~~~:rd. 
brickland with all his forces. He was fully determined 
to take the first opportunity of fighting. Schomberg 
and some other officers recommended caution and de-
lay. But the King answered that he had not come 
to Ireland to let the grass grow under his feet. The 
event seems to prove that he judged rightly as a 
general. That he judged rightly as a statesman can-
not be doubted. He knew that the English nation 
was discontented with .the way in which the war had 
hitherto been conducted; that nothing but rapid and 
splendid success could revive the enthusiasm of his 
friends and quell the spirit of his enemies; and that a 
defeat could scarcely be more injurious to his fame and 
to his interests than a languid and indecisive cam-
paign. 

. • Story·s Impartial Accollllt; MS. Journal of Colonel BeIlingham; The 
Royal Diary. . 
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The country through which he advanced had, during 
eighteen months, been fearfully wasted both by soldiers 
and by Rapparees. The cattle had been slaughtered: 
the plantations had been cut down: the fences and 
houses were in ruins. Not a human being was to be 
found near the road, except a. few naked and meagre 
wretches who had no food but the husks of oats, and 
who were seen picking those husks, like chickens, from 
amidst dust and cinders. * Yet, even under such dis
advantages,' the natural fertility of the country, the rich 
green of the earth, the bays and rivers so admirably 
fitted for trade, could not but strike the King's ob
servant eye. Perhaps he thought how different an 
aspect that unhappy region would have presented if it 
had been blessed with such a government and such a 
religion as had made his native Holland the wonder of 
the world; how endless a succession of pleasure houses, 
tulip gardens and dairy farms would have lined the 
road from Lisburn to Belfast; how many hundreds of 
barges would have been constantly passing up and 
down the Laggan; what a forest of masts would have 
bristled in the desolate port of Newry; and what vast 
warehouses and. stately mansions would have covered 
the space occupied by the noisome alleys of Dundalk .. 
" The country," he was heard to say, "is worth fighting 
for." 

The original intention of James seems to have been 
to try the chances of a pitched field on the border 
between Leinster and Ulster. But this design was 
abandoned, in consequence, apparently, of. the repre
sentations of Lauzun, who, though very little disposed 
and very little qualified to conduct a campaign on the 
Fabian system, had the admonitIons of Louvois still 
in his ears.t James, though resolved not to give up 
Dublin without a battle, 'consentedto retreat till he 
should reach some spot where he might have the van-

• Story's Impartial Account. 169.0; Life of James, ii. 893., 
June 23 O· l\f t Lauzun to Louvois, July a: rig. em. 
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tage of ground. When therefore William's advanced 
guard reached Dundalk, nothing was to be seen of the 
Irish army, except a great cloud of dust which was 
slowly rolling southwards towards Ardee. The English 
halted one night near the ground on which Schomberg's 
camp had been pitched in the preceding year; and 
many sad recollections were awakened by the sight of 
that dreary marsh, the sepulchre .of thousands of brave 
men.-

Still Williain continued to push forward, and still 
the Irish receded before him, till, on the morning -of 
Monday the thirtieth of June, his army, marching in 
three colUmns, reached the summit of a rising ground 
near the southern frontier of the county of Louth. 
Beneath lay a valley, now so rich and so cheerful that 
the Englishman who gazes on it may imagine himself 
to be in one of the most highly favoured parts of his 
own highly favoured country. Fields of wheat, wood
lands, meadows bright with daisies and clover, slope
gently down to the edge of the Boyne. That bright 
and tranquil stream, the boundary of Louth and ~Ieath, 
having flowed many miles between verdant banks 
crowned by modern palaces, and by the ruined keeps of 
old Norman barons of the pale, is here about to mingle 
with the sea. Five miles to the west of the place from 
which William looked down on the river, now stands, on
a verdant bank, amidst noble woods, Slane Castle, the 

. mansion of the Marquess of Conyngham. Two miles 
to the east, a cloud of smoke from factories and steam 
vessels overhangs the busy town and port of Drogheda. 
On the Meath side of the Boyne, the ground, still all 
corn, grass, flowers, and foliage, rises with a gentle swell 
to an eminence surmounted by a conspicuolls tuft of 
ash trees which overshades the ruined church and deso-' 
late graveyard of Donore.t . 

• Story's Impartial Account; Du- respecting the field of battle and the-
mont MS. _ surrounding country will be found 

t Much interesting information in Mr. Wilde's pleasing volume en..-
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. In the seventeenth century the landscape presented 
a very different aspect. The traces of art and industry 
were few. Scarcely a vessel was on the river except 
those rude coracles of wickerwork covered with the 
skins of horses, in which the Celtic peasantry fished 
for trout and salmon. Drogheda, now peopled by 
twenty thousand industrious inhabitants, was a small 
knot of narrow, crooked and filthy lanes, encircled by a 
ditch and a mound. The houses were built of wood with 
high gables and projecting upper stories~ Without the 
walls of the town, scarcely a dwelling was to be seen 
except at a place called Oldbridge. At Oldbridge the 
river was fordable; and on the south of the ford were a 
few mud cabins, and_ a single house built of more solid 
materials. 

When William caught sight of the valley of the 
Boyne, he eQuId not suppress an exclamation and a 
gesture of delight. He had been apprehensive that the 
enemy would avoid a decisive action, and would pro
tract the war till the autumnal rains should return 
with pestilence in their train. He was now at ease. It 
was plain that the contest would be sharp and short. 
The pavilion of James was pitched on the eminence of 
Donore. The flags of the House of Stuart and of the 
House of Bourbon waved together in defiance on the 
walls of Drogheda. All the southern bank of the river 
was lined by the camp and batteries of the hostile army. -
Thousands of armed men were moving about among 
the tents; and everyone, horse soldier or foot soldier, 
French or Irish, had a white badge in his hat. That 
colour had been chosen in compliment to the House of 
Bourbon. "I am glad to see you, gentlemen," said 
the King, as his keen eye surveyed the Irish lines. .'" If 
you escape me now, the fault,will be mine."· 

tided" The Beauties of the Boyne 
and Blackwater." 

• Memorandum in the hand
writing of Alexander, Earl of March-

mont. He derived his information 
from Lord Selkirk, who was in 
William's army. 
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Each of the contending princes had some advantages CHAP. 

over his rival. James, standing on the defensive, be- XVI. 

hind entrenchments, with a river before him, had the ]690. 

stronger position -: but his troops were inferior both -:l;.:,::,: 
in number and in quality to those which were opposed 
to him. He probably had thirty thousand men. About 
a third part of this force consisted of excellent French 
infantry and excellellt Irish cavalry. But the rest of 
his army was the scoff of all Europe. The Irish dra-
goons were bad; the Irish infantry worse. It was said 
that their ordinary way of fighting was to discharge 
their pieces once, and then to run away bawling 
"Quarter" and" Murder." Their inefficiency was, in 
that age, commonly imputed, both by their enemies 
ADd by their allies, to natural poltroonery. . How little 
ground there was for such an imputation has since 
been signally proved by many heroic· achievements in 
every part of the globe. It ought, indeedt even in 
the seventeenth century, to have occurred to reason-
able men, that a race which furnished some of the 
best horse soldiers in the world would certainly, with 
judicious training, furnish good foot soldiers. But the 
Irish foot soldiers had not merely not been well trained: 
they had been elaborately ill trained. The greatest of 
our generals repeatedly and emphatically declared that 
even the admirable army which fought its way, under 
his command, from Torres Vedras to· Toulouse, would, 
if he had suffered it to contract habits of pillage, have 

• James says (Life, ii. 898. Orig. Nov. 16. 1690, before J.ords Jus
MpIC.) that the country afforded no tices. This is, no doubt, an absurd 
better position. King, in a thanks- exaggeration. But M. de la HOe 
giving Bermon which he preached at guette. one of the principal Frenc~ 
Dublin after the close of the cam- officers who was present at the 
paign, told his hearers that "the battle of the Boyne, informed Lou
auvantageof the post of the Irish vois that the Irish army occupipd a 
was, by all intelligent men, reckonpd good defpnsive position. Letter of 
above three to one." See King's . La Hoguette from Linierick, ~~~.sJ~ 
Thanksgiving Sermon, preached on 1690. 



624 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

CHAP. become, in a few weeks, unfit for all military purposes. 
·XVI. un. 

n llat then was likely to be the character of troops who, 
1690. from the day on which they enlisted, were not merely 

permitted, but invited, to supply the deficiencies of pay 
by marauding? They were, as might have been ex
pected,a mere mob, furious indeed and clamorous in 
their zeal for the cause which they had espoused, but 
incapable of opposing a stedfast re.sistance to a well or
dered force. In truth, all that the discipline, if it is to 
be so called, of James's army had done for the Celtic 
kerne had been to debase and enervate him. .After 
eighteen months of nominal soldiership, he was posi
tively farther from being a soldier than on the day on 
which he quitted his hovel for the camp. 

The ~~y William had under his command near thirty six 
of Wilham. thousand men, born in many lands, and speaking many 

tongues. Scarcely one Protestant Church, scarcely 
one Protestant nation, was unrepresented in the army 
which a strange series of events had brought to fight 
for the Protestant religion in the remotest island of the 
west. .About half the troops were natives of England. 
Ormond was there with the Life Guards, and Oxford 
with the Blues. Sir John Lanier, an officer who had 
acquired military experience on the Continent, and 
whose prudence was held in high esteem, was at the 
head of .the Queen's regiment of horse, now the First 
Dragoon Guards. There were Beaumont's foot, who_ 
had, in defiance of the mandate of James, refused to 
admit Irish papists among them, and Hastings's foot, 
who had, on the disastrous day of Killiecrankie, main
tained the military reputation of the Saxon race. There 
'were the two Tangier battalions, hitherto known only 
by deeds of violence and rapine, but destined to begin 
on the following morning a long career of glory. The 
Scotch Guards marched under the command of their 
countryman James Douglas. Two fine British regiments, 
which had been in the service of the States General, 
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and had often looked death in the face under William's 
leading, followed him. in this campaign, not only as their 
general, but as their native King. They now rank 8S 

the fifth and sixth of the line. The former was led by 
an officer who had no skill in the higher parts of mili
tary science, but whom the whole army allowed to be 
the bravest of all the brave, John Cutts. Conspicuous 
among the Dutch troops were Portland's and Ginkell's 
Horse, and Solmes's Blue regiment, consisting of two 
thousand of the finest infantry in Europ~. Germany 
had sent to the field some warriors, spr1ing from her 
noblest houses. Prmce George of Hesse Darmstadt, 
a gallant youth who was serving his apprenticeship in 
the military art, rode near the King. A strong brigade 
of Danish mercenaries was commanded by Duke Charles 
Frederic of Wirtemberg, a near kinsman of the head of 
his illustrious family. It was reported that of all the 
soldiers of William these were" most dreaded by the 
Irish. For centuries of Saxon domination had not 
effaced the recollection of the violence and cruelty 'of 
the Scandinavian sea kings; and an anCient prophecy 
that the Danes" would one day destroy the children of 
the soil was still repeated "with superstitioushorror~'
Among the foreign auxiliaries were a Brandenburg 
regiment and a Firiland regiment. But" in that great 
array, so variously composed, were two bodies of 'men 
animated by a spirit peculiarly fie!,ce and iinplacable, 
the Huguenots of France thirsting for the blood of 
the French, and the Englishry of Ireland impatient to 
trample down the Irish. The ranks of the refugees had 
been effectually purged of spies and traitors, and were 

"made up of men such as had contended in the pre· 
ceding century against the power of the House of Va
lois and the genius of the House of Lorraine. All the 
boldest spirits of the unconquerable colony had repaired 
to William's camp. Mitchelburne was there with the 

.. Narcissus Luttrell's Diary, March, 1690. 
VOL. III. S S 
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stubborn defenllcrs of Londonderry, and W olseley with 
the warriors who had raised the unanimous shout of 
"Advance" on the day of Newton Butler. Sir Albert Co
nyJigham, the ancestor ofthe noble family whose seat now 
overlooks the field of battle, had brought from the neigh
bourhood of Lough Erne a gallant regiment of dragoons 
which still glories in the name of Enniskillen, and 
which has proved on the shores of the Euxine that it 
has not degenerated since the day of the Boyne.'" 

Walker, notwithstanding his advanced age and his 
peaceful profession, accompanied the men of London
derry, and tried to animate their zeal by exhortation 
and by example. He was now a great prelate. Ezekiel 
Hopkins had taken refuge from Popish persecutors and 
Presbyterian rebels in the city of London, had brought 
himself to swear allegiance to the government, had 
obtained a cure, and had died in the performance of 
the humble duties of a parish priest. t William, on 
his march through Louth, learned that the rich see 
of Derry was at his disposal. He instantly made • 
choice of Walker to be the new Bishop. The brave old 
man, during the few hours of life which remained to 
him, was overwhelmed with salutations and congratu
lations. Unhappily he had, during the siege in which 
he had so highly distinguished himself, contracted a 
passion for war; and he easily persuaded himself that, 
in indulging this l?assion, he was discharging a duty
to his country and his religion. He ought to have 
remembered that the peculiar circumstances which had 
justified him in becoming a combatant had ceased to 
exist, and that, in a disciplined army led by generals of 
long experience and great fame, a fighting divine was 
likely to give less help than scandal. The Bishop elect 

.. See the' Historical records of 
the Regiments of the British army, 
and Story's list of the army of 
\Villiam as it passed in review at 

FingJass, a week after the battle. 
t See bis Funeral Sermon preache<i 

at the cburch of Saint Mary Alder
mary on the 24th of June 1690. 
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was determined to be wherever danger was; and the CHAP. 

way in which he exposed himself excited the extreme XVI. 

disgust of his royal patron, who hated Q. meddler 169Q. 

almost as much as a coward. A soldier who ran away 
from a battle and a gownsman who pushed himself 
into a battle were the two objects which most strongly 
excited William's spleen. 

It was still early in the day. The King rode slowly Willie:mre

along the northern bank of the river, and closely exa. ::'i~~~es 
mined the position of the Irish, from whom he was position. 

sometimes separated by an interval of little more tha~ 
two hundred feet. He was accompanied by Schomberg, 
Ormond, Sidney, Solmes, Prince George of Hesse, C07 

ningsby, and others. " Their army is but small;" said 
one of the Dutch officers. Indeed it did not appear to 
consist of more than sixteen thousand men. But it 
was well known, from the reports brought by deserters, 
that many regiments were concealed from view by the 
undulations of the ground. " They may be strongeJ,' 
than they look," said William; "but, weak or strong, 
I will soon know all about them."" 

At length he alighted at a spot nearly opposite tQ 
Oldbridge, sate down on the turf to rest himself, and 
called for breakfast. The sumpter horses were un
loaded: the canteens were opened; and a tablecloth 
was spread on the grass. The place is marked by at). 
obelisk, built while many veterans who could well re~ 
member the events of that day were still living. 

While William was at his repast, a group of horseme:Q. William is 

appeared close to the water on the opposite shore, wounded. 

Among them his attendants could discern some wh9 
had once been conspicuous at reviews in Hyde Park and 
at balls in the gallery of Whitehall, the youthful Ber-
wick, the small, fairhaire4 Lauzun, Tyrconnel, onc~ 
admired by maids of honour as the model of manly 

• Story's Impartial History; His- Officer of the Royal Army: Hop to 
tory of Ibe Wars in Irelanel by an - the States General, !~:;:~. 1690. 

is 2 
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vigour and. beauty, but now bent down by years and 
. crippled by gout, and, overtopping all, the stately head 
of Sarsfield. 
. The chiefs of the Irish army soon discovered that the 
person who, surrounded by a splendid circle, was break
fasting on the opposite bank,was the Prince of Orange. 
They sent for artillery. Two field pieces, screened from 
view by a troop of cavalry, were brought down almost 
to the brink of the river, and placed behind a hedge. 
William, who had just risen from his meal, and was 
again in the saddle, was the mark of both guns. The 
first shot struck one of the holsters of Prince George 
of Hesse, and brought his horse to the ground. " Ah ! " 
cried the King; "the poor Prince is killed. tI As the 
words passed his lips, he was himself hit by a second 
ball, a sixpounder. It merely tore his coat, grazed his 
shoulder, and drew two or three ounces of blood. Both 

. armies saw that the shot had taken effect; for the King 
sank down for a moment on his horse's neck. A yell of 
exultation rose from the Irish camp. The English and 
their allies were in dismay. Solmes flung himself pros
trate on the earth, and burst into tears. But Wil
liam's deportment soon reassured his friends. "There 
is no harm done," he said: "but the bullet came quite 
near enough." Coningsby put his handkerchief to the 
wound: a surgeon was sent for: a plaster was applied; 
and the King, as soon as the dressing was finished, rode 
round all the posts of his army amidst loud acclama
tions. Such was the energy of his spirit that, in spite 
of his feeble health, in spite of his recent hurt, he was 
that day nineteen hours on horseback.'-

A cannonade was kept up on both sides till the even
ing. . William observed with especial attention the 
effect produced by the Irish shots on the English regi

• London Gazette,July 7. 1690 j sus Luttrell's Diary; Lortl March 
Story's Impartial History; History mont's Memorandum; Burnet, ii • 

. of the'Vars in Ireland by an Of- (,0. and Thanksgiving Sermon; Du. 
fleer of the Royal Army j Narcis- mont :MS. 
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ments which had never been' in action, and declared CHAP. 

himself satisfied with the result. "All is right," he XVI. 

said; "they stand fire well." Long after sunset he 1690. 
made a final inspection of his forces by torchlight, and 
gave orders that every thing sho.uld be ready for forcing 
a passage across the river on the morrow. Every sol-
dier was to put a green bough in his hat. The bag-
gage and great coats were to be left under a guard. 
The word was Westminster. 

The King's resolution to attack the Irish was not. 
approved by all his lieutenants. Schomberg, in par
ticular, pronounced the experiment too hazardous,. and, 
when his opinion was overruled, retired to his tent 
in no very good humour. When the order of battle 
was delivered to him, he muttered that he had been 
more used to give such orders than to receive them. 
For this little fit of sullenness, very pardonable in· a 
general who had won great victories when his master 
was still a child, the brave veteran made, on the follow
ing morning, a noble atonement. 

The first of July dawned, a day which has never Battle of 

since returned without exciting strong emotions of very the Boyne. 

different kinds in the two populations which divide 
Ireland. The sun rose bright and cloudless. SOOI,1 
after four both armies were in motion. William or:-
dered his right wing, under the command of . Meinhart 
Schomberg, one of the Duke's sons,· to march to the 
bridge of Slane, some miles up the river, to cross there, 
and to turn the left fiank of the Irish army. Meinhart 
Schomberg was assisted by Portland and Douglas. 
James,· anticipating some such design, had already sent 
to the bridge a regiment of dragoons, commanded by 
Sir Neil O'Neil. O'Neil behaved himself like a brave 
gentleman: but he soon received a mortal wound: his 
men fied; and the English right wing passed the river. 

This move made Lauzun uneasy. What if the English 
right wing should get into the rear of the army of 

s s S 
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James? About four miles south of the Boyne was a 
'place called Duleek, where the road to Dublin was so 
narrow, that two cars could not pass each other, and 
where on both sides of the road lay a morass which 
afforded no firm footing. If Meinhart Schomberg should' 
occupy this spot, it would be impossible for the Irish 
-to retreat. They must either conquer, or be cut off to 
a man. Disturbed by this apprehension, the French 
general marched with his countrymen and with Sars
field's horse in the direction of Slane Bridge. Thus 
-the fords near Oldbridge were left to be defended by 
the Irish alone. 

It was now near ten o'clock. William put himself at 
the head of his left wing, which was composed exclu
sively of cavalry, and prepared to pass the river not far 
above Drogheda. The centre of his army, which con
sisted almost exclusively of foot, was entrusted to the 

'command of Schomberg, and was marshalled opposite 
-to Oldbridge. At Oldbridge the whole Irish infantry 
had been collected. The Meath bank bristled with 
pikes and bayonets. A fortification had been made 
by French engineers out of the hedges and buildings; 
and a breastwork had been thrown up close to the water 
·side. .. Tyrconnel was there; and under him were 
Richard Hamilton and Antrim. 

Schomberg gave the word. Solmes's Blues were the 
'first to move. They marched gallantly, with drums_ 
beating, to the brink of the Boyne. Then the drums 
stopped; and the men, ten abreast, descended into the 
water. Next plunged Londonderry and Enniskillen. 
A little to the left of Londonderry and Enniskillen, 
-Caillemot crossed, at the head of a long column of French 
refugees. A little to the left of Caillemot and his 
refugees, the main body of the English infantry strug
gled through 'the river, up to their armpits in water . 

• La Hogllette to LOllvois July 31. '1690 
.J Aug. tu. .. 
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Still further down the stream the Danes found another 
ford. In a few minutes the Boyne, for a quarter of a 
mile, was alive with muskets and green boughs. 

It was not till the assailants had reached the middle of 
the channel that they became aware of the whole difficulty 
and danger of the service in which they were engaged. 
They had as yet seen little more than half the hostile 
army. Now whole regiments of foot and horse seemed 
to start out of the earth. A wild shout of defiance rose 
from the whole shore: during one moment the event 
seemed doubtful: but the Protestants pressed resolutely 
forward; and in another moment the whole Irish line 
gave way. Tyrconnellooked on in helpless despair. 
He did not want personal courage: but his military skill 
was so small that he hardly ever reviewed his regiment 
in the Phrenix Park without committing some blunder; 
and to rally the ranks which were breaking all round 
him was no task for a general who had survived the 
energy of his body and of his mind, and yet had still 
the rudiments of his profession to learn. Several of 
his best officers fell while vainly endeavouring to prevail 
tnt their 'soldiers to look the Dutch Blues in the face. 
Richard Hamilton ordered a body of foot to fall on the 
French refugees, who were still deep in water. He led 
the way, and, accompanied by several courageous gen
tlemen, advanced, sword in hand, into the river. But 
neither his commands nor his example could infuse cou
rage into that mob of cowstealers. He was left almost 
alone, and retired from the bank in despair. Further 
down the river Antrim's division ran like sheep at the 
approach of the English column. Whole regiments 
flung away arms, colours and cloaks, and scampered off 
to the hills without striking a blow or firing a shot.'" 

• That I have done no injustice their government and their families. 
to the Irish infantry will appear from La Hoguette, writing hastily to 
the accounts which the French olli- Louvois on the .,\th of July, lays: 
cere whc were at the Boyne .llent to "Je vous diray leulement, Mon-
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It required many years and many heroic exploits to 
take away the reproach which that ignominious rout 
left on the Irish name. Yet, even before the day 
closed, it was abundantly proved that the reproach was 
unjust. Richard Hamilton put himself at the head of 
the cavalry, and, under his command, they made a gal
lant, though an unsuccessful attempt to retrieve the 
day. They maintained a desperate fight in. the bed 
of the river with Solmes's Blues. They drove the 
Danish brigade back into the stream. They fell impe
tuously on the Huguenot regiments, which, not being 
provided with pikes, then ordinarily used by foot to 
repel horse, began to give ground. Caillemot, while 
encouraging his fellow exiles, received a mortal wound 
in the thigh. Four of. his men carried him back across 
the ford to his tent. As he passed, he continued to 
urge forward the rear ranks which were still up to the 

seigneur, que nous n'avons pas este 
battus, mais q\le les ennemys ont 
chasses dev8nt eux les trouppes 
Irlandoises comme des moutons, 
sans avoir essaye un seul coup de 
mousquet." 

Writing some weeks later more 
fully from Limerick, he says, 
«J'en meurs de honte." He ad
mits that it would have been no easy 
matter to win the battle, at best. 
h Mais il est vray aussi." he adds, 
.. que les I rlandois ne firent pas la 
moindre resistance, et plierent sans 
tirer un seul coup." Zurlauben, 
Colonel of one of the finest regiments 
in the French service, wrote to the 
same effect, but did justice to the 
courage of the Irish horse, whom 
La Hoguette does not mention. 

There is at the French "r ar 
Office a letter hastily scrawled by 
Boissekau, Lauzun's second ill com
mand, to his 'wife after the battle. 
He' wrote thus: "Je me porte bien, 
rna citeI'£' feme. Ne t'illquieste pas 

de moy. Nos Irlandois n'ont rien 
fait qui vallie. Us ont tous lache 
Ie pie." 

Desgrigny, writing on the Hili of 
July, assip:Ds several reasons for the 
defeat. "La premiere et la plus forte 
est la fuite des Irlandois qui sont en 
verite des gens sur lesquels il ne faut 
pas compter du tout. .. In the same 
letter he says: " II n'est pas naturel 
de croire qu'une armee de vingt 
einq mille hommes qui paroissoit de 
la meilleure volonte du monde, et -
qui a Is veue des ennemis faisoit des 
cris de joye, dut etre enlierement 
dHaite sans avoir tire l'epee et un 
seul coup de mousquet. II y a eu 
tel regiment tout entier qui a laisse 
ses habits, sea armes, et ses dra
peaux sur Ie cbamp de bataille, et 
a gagne les montagnes avec ses of
ficiers." 

I looked in vain for the despatch 
in which Lauzun must have gil'en 
Louvois a detailed account of the 
battle. 
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breast in the water. "On; on ; my lads: to glory; to 
glory." Schomberg, who had remained on the northern 
bank, and who had thence watched the progress of his 
troops with the eye of a general, now thought that the 
emergency required from him the personal exertion of 
a soldier. Those who stood about him besought him in 
vain to put on his cuirass .. Without defensive armour he 
rode through the river, and rallied .the !efugees whom 
the fall of Caillemot had dismayed. ." Come on," he 
cried in French, pointing to the Popish squadrons; 
"come on, gentlemen: there are your persecutors." 
Those were his last words. As he spoke, a band of 
Irish horsemen rushed. upon him and encircled him for 
a moment. When they retired, he' was on the ground. 
His friends raised him ; but he was already a corpse. 
Two sabre wounds were on his head; and a bullet from 
a carbine was lodged in his neck. Almost at the same 
moment WaIker, while exhorting the colonists of Ulster 
to play the men, was shot dead. During near half an 
hour the battle continued.to rage along the southern 
shore of the river. All was smoke, dust and din. Old 
soldiers were heard to say that. they had seldom: seen 
sharper work in the Low Countries. But, just at this 
conjuncture, William came up with the left wing. He 
had found much difficulty in crossing. The tide .was 
running fast. His charger had been forced to swim, 
and had been almost lost in the mud. As soon as the 
King was on firm ground he took his' sword in .his left 

. hand,-for his right arm was stiff with his wound and 
his bandage,-and led his men to the place where the 

.. fight was the hottest. His arrival decided the fate of the 
" day. Yet the Irish horse retired fighting obstinately. It 
was long remembered among the Protestants of Ulster 
that, in . the midst of the tumult, William rode to the 
head of the Enniskilleners. " What will you do for 
m~?" he cried. He was not immediately recognised; ~nd
one trooper, taking him Jor an '.enemy, was about t9 
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fire. William gently put aside the carbine. "What," 
said he, " do you not know your friends? " " It is His 
Majesty;" said the Colonel. The ranks of sturdy Protes
tant yeomen set up a shout of joy. '; Gentlemen," said 
William, "you shall be my guards to day. I have heard 
much of you. Let me see something of you." One of 
the most remarkable peculiarities of this man, ordinarily 
so saturnine and reserved, was that danger acted on 
him like wine, opened his heart, loosened his tongue, 
and took away all appearance of constraint from his 
manner. On this memorable day he was seen wherever 
the peril was greatest. One ball struck the cap of his 
pistol: another carried off the kel of his jackboot: but 
his lieutenants in vain implored him to retire to some 
station from which he could give his orders without 
exposing a life so valuable to Europe. His troops, 
animated by his example, gained ground fast. The 
Irish cavalry made their l~st stand at a house called 
Plottin Castle, about a mile and and a half south of 
Oldbridge. There the Enniskilleners were repelled 
with the loss of fifty men, and· were hotly pursued, till 
William rallied them and turned the chase back. In 
this encounter Richard Hamilton, who had done all that 
·could be done by valour to retrieve a reputation for
feited by perfidy·, was severely wounded, taken prisoner, 
.and instantly brought, through the smoke and over the 
carnage, before the prince whom he had foully wronged .. 
On no occasion did the character of William show itself 
in a more striking manner. "Is this business over?". 
he said; " or will your horse make more fight?" "On 
my honour, Sir," answered Hamilton, "I believe that 
they will." "Your honour! " muttered William; "your 
honour! " That half suppressed exclamation was the 
only revenge which he' condescended to take for an 
·injury for which many sovereigns, far more affable and . 

• Lauzun wrote to Seignelay, a eM fait prisonnier, faisant fort bieD 
July H. 1690, " Ricbard Amilton son devoir." 
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gracious in their ordinary deportment, would have ex- CHAP 

Th XVI. acted a terrible retribution. en, restraining himself, 
he ordered his own surgeon to look to the hurts of the 1690. 
-captive.- • 

And now the battle was over. Hamilton was mis
taken in thinking that his horse would continue to 
fight. Whole troops had been cut to pieces. One:fine 
regiment had only thirty unwounded men left. It was 
enough that these gallant soldiers had disputed the field 
till they were left without support, or hope, or guidance, 
till their bravest leader was a captive, and till their 
King had fled. 
. Whether James had owed his early reputation for Flight of 

valour to accident and' flattery, or whether, as he ad- James. 

vanced in life, his character underwent a change, 
may be doubted. But it is certain that, in his youth, 
he was generally believed to possess,' not merely that 
average measure of fortit}lde which qualifies a soldier 
to go through a campaign without disgrace, hut that 
,high and serene intrepidity which is the virtue of great 
commanders. t It is equally certain that, in his later 

• My chief materials for the 
history of this battle are Story's Im
partial Account and Continuation; 
the History of the War in Ireland 
by an Officer of the Royal Army ; the 
despatches in the French War Office; 
The Life of James, Orig. Mem.; 
Burnet, ii. 50. 60 ; Narcissus Lut
trell's Diary; the London Gazette 
of July 10. 1690; the Despatches 
of Hop and Baden; a narrative pro
bably drawn up by Portland, which 
William sent to the States General ; 
Portland's private letter to Melville; 
Captain Richardson's Narrative and 
:map of the battle; the Dumont 
MS., and the Bellingham MS. I 
·have also seen an account of the 
;battle in 8 Diary kept in bad Latin 
.and in an almost undecipherable 
hand by one of the beaten army who 

seems to have been a hedge school
master turned Captain. This Diary 
was kindly lent to me by Mr. 
'Valker, to whom it belongs. The 
writer. relates the misfo~tunes of his 
country in a style of which a short 
specimen may suffice: .. ] July, 
1690. 0 diem ilIum infandum, cum 
inimici potiti sunt pass apudOld. 
. bridge et nos circumdederunt et fre_ 
gerunt prope Plottin. Hinc omnes 
fugimus Dublin versus. Ego mecum 
tuli Cap Moore et Georgium Ogle, 
et venimus hac nocte Dub." 

t SeePepys'sDiary,Jun~ 4.1664. 
" He tells me above·aII of the Duke 
of York, that he is more himself, 
and more of judgment is at hand in 
rum, in the middle of a desperate 
service than at other times." Cla
rendon repeatedly says the same. 
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years, he repeatedly, at conjunctures such as have ·often· 
inspired timorous and delicate women with heroic cou
rage, showed a pusillanimous anxiety about his personal 
safety.. Of the most powerful motives which can in
duce human beings to encounter peril none was want
ing . to him on the day of the Boyne. The eyes of his 
contemporaries and of posterity, of friends devoted to 
his cause and of enemies eager to witness his humilia
tion, were fixed upon him. He had, in his own opinion, 
sacred rights to maintain and cruel wrongs to revenge. 
He was a King come to fight for three kingdoms. He 
was a father come to fight for the birthright of his 
child. He was a zealous Roman Catholic, come to 
fight in the holiest of crusades. If all this was not 
enough, he saw, from the secure position which he oc~ 
cupied on the height of Donore, a sight which, it might 
have been thought, would have roused the most torpid 
of mankind to emulation. He saw his rival, weak, 
sickly, wounded, swimming the river, struggling through 
the mud, leading the charge, stopping the flight, grasp
ing the sword with the left hand, managing the bridle 
with a bandaged arm. But none of these things moved 
that sluggish and ignoble nature. He watched, from a 
safe distance, the beginning of the ~attle on which his 
fate and the fate of his race depen,ded. When. it be
came clear that the day was going against Ireland, he 
was seized with an apprehension that his· flight might_ 
be intercepted, and galloped towards Dublin. He was 
escorted by a bodyguard under the command of Sars
field, who had, ·on that day, had no opportunity of dis
playing the skill and courage which his enemies allowed 
that he possessed.*' The French auxiliaries, who had 

Swift wrote on the margin of his 
copy of Clarendon, in· one place, 
" How old was he (James) when he 
turned Papist and a coward ?" - in 
another, "He proved a cowardly 
Popish king." 

• Pilre Orleans mentions that 
Sarsfield accompanied James. The 
battle of the Boyne had scarcely 
been fought when it was made 
the subject of a drama, the Royal 
Flight, or tile Conquest of Ireland; 
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been employed the whole morning in keeping William's .CHAP. 

right wing in check, covered the flight of the beaten XVI. 

army. They were indeed in some danger of being broken 1690. 

and swept away lty the torrent of runaways, all press-
ing to get first to the pass of Duleek, and were forced 
to fire repeatedly on these despicable allies." The 
retreat was, however, effected with less loss than might 
have been expected. For even the admirers of William 
owned that he did not show in the pursuit the energy 
which even his detractors acknowledged, that he had 
shown in the battle. Perhaps his physical infirmities, 
his hurt, and the fatigue which he had undergone, had 
made him. incapable of bodily or mental exertion. Of 
the last forty hours he had passed thirty five on horse-
back. Schomberg, who might have supplied his place, 
was no more. It was said in the camp that the King 
could not do every thing, and that what was not done 
by him was not done at all. 

The slaughter had been less than on any battle field Loss of ~8 
of equal importance and celebrity. Of the Irish only two armies. 

about fifteen hundred had fallen; but they were almost 
all cavalry, the :Bower of the army, brave and well dis-
ciplined men, whose place could not easily be supplied. 
William gave strict orders that there should be no un
necessary bloodshed, and enforced those orders by an 
act of laudable severity. One of his soldiers,'a£ter the 
fight was over,_ butchered three defenceless Irishmen 
who asked for quarter. The King ordered the murderer 
to be hanged on the spot. t 
a Farce, 1690. Nothing more 
execrable was ever written. But 
it deserves to be remarked that, 
in this' wretched piece, though tbe 
Irish generally are represented as pol
troons, an exception is made in favour 
of Sarsfield. "This fellow," says 
James, aaide, "will make me valiant, 
I think, in spite of my teeth." 
" Curse of my stara ," says Sarsfield, 
afrer the battle. " That I must be 

detached I I would have wrested 
victory out of heretic Fortune's 
hands." 

• Both La Boguette and Zurlau 
ben informed their government that 
it had been necessary to fire on 
the Irish fugitives, who would other
wise have thrown the French ranks 
into confusion. 
- t Baden to Van Citters, July/r. 
1690. . . 
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CHAP. The loss of the conquerors did not exceed five hun-
XVI. dred men; but among them was the first captain in 
1690. Europe. To his corpse every honour was paid. The 

only cemetery in which so illustrious a warrior, slain 
in arms for the liberties and religion of England, could 
properly be laid was that venerable Abbey, .hallowed by 
the dust of many generations of princes, heroes and 
poets. It was ~nnounced that the brave veteran should 
have a public funeral at Westminster. In the mean 
time his corpse was embalmed with such skill as could 
be found in the camp, and was deposited in a leaden 
coffin.· 

Walker was treated less respectfully. William thought 
him a busybody who had been properly punished for 
running into danger without any call of duty, and 
expressed that feeling, with characteristic bluntness, on 
the field of battle. "Sir," said an attendant, "the 
Bishop of Derry has been killed by a shot at the ford." 
" What took him there?" growled the King. 

The victorious army advanced that day to Duleek, 
and passed the warm summer night there under the 
open sky. The tents and the baggage waggons were 
still on the north of the river. William's coach had 
been brought over; and he slept in it surrounded by his 

Fall of soldiers. On the following day, Drogheda surrendered 
Drogbeda. without 'a blow, and the garrison, thirteen hundred 

strong, marched out unarmed.· 
State or Meanwhile Dublin had been in violent commotion. 
Dublin. On the thirtieth of June it was known that the armies 

were face to face with the Boyne between them, and 
that a battle was almost inevitable. The news that 
William had been wounded came that evening. The 
first report was that .the wound was mortal. It was 
believed, and confidently repeated, that the usurper was 

. no more; and couriers started bearing the glad tidings 

'* New and Perft'ct Journal, 1690; t Story; London Gazette, Jul.r 
Narcissus Luttrell's Diary. 10. 1690. 
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of his death to the French ships which lay in "the ports 
of Munster. From daybreak on the first of July the 
streets of Dublin were filled with persons eagerly asking 
and telling news. A thousand wild rumours wandered 
to and fro among the crowd. A fleet of men C?f war 
und~r the white flag had been seen from the hill of 
Rowth. An army commanded by a Marshal of France 
had landed in Kent. There had been hard fighting 
at the Boyne: but the Irish had won the day: the 
English right wing had been routed: the Prince of 
Orange was a prisoner. While the Roman Catholics 
heard and repeated these stories in all the places of 
public resort, the few Protestants who were still out of 
prison, afraid of being torn to pieces, shut themselves 
up in their inner chambers. But, towards five in the 
afternoon, a few runaways on tired horses came strag
gling in with evil tidings. By six it was mown that 
all was lost. Soon after sunset, James, escorted by two 
hundred cavalry, rode into the Castle. At the threshold 
he was met by the wife of Tyrconnel, once the gay and 
beautiful Fanny Jennings, the loveliest coquette in the 
brilliant Whitehall of the Restoration. To her the van· 
quished King had to announce the ruin of her fortunes 
and of his own. And now the tide of fugitives came 
in fast. Till midnight all the northern avenues of the 
capital were choked by trains of cars and by bands of 
dragoons, spent with running and riding, and begrimed 
with dust. Some had lost their fire arms, and some 
their swords. Some were disfigured by recent wounds~ 
At two in the morning Dublin was still: but, before the 
early dawn of midsummer, the sleepers were roused by 
the peal of trumpets; and the horse, who had, on the 
preceding day, so well supporte~ the honour of their 
country, came pouring through the streets, with ranks 
fearfully thinned, yet preserving, even in that extremity, 
some show of military order. Two hours later Lauzun's 
drums were heard; and the French regiments, in un· 
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broken array, marched into the city.· Many thought 
that, with such a force, a stan~ might still be made. 
But, before six o'clock, the Lord Mayor and some of the 
principal Roman Catholic citizens were summoned in 
haste to the Castle. James took leave of them with a 
speech which did him little honour. He had often, he 
said, been warned that Irishmen, however well they 
might look, would never acquit themselves well on a 
field of battle; and he had now found that the warning 
was but too true. He had been so unfortunate as to 
see himself in less than two years abandoned by two 
armies. His English troops had not wanted courage; 
but they had wanted loyalty. His Irish troops were, 
no doubt, attached to his cause, which was their 
own. But as soon as they were brought front to front 
with an enemy, they ran away. The loss indeed had 
been little. More shame for those who had fled with 
so little loss. "I will never command an Irish army 
again. I must shift for myself; and so must you." 
Mter thus reviling his soldiers for being the rabble 
which his own mismanagement had made them, and for 
following the example of cowardice which he had him
self set them, he uttered a few words more worthy of a. 
King. He knew, he said, that some of his adherents 
had declared that they would burn Dublin down rather 
than suffer it to fall into the hands of the English. 
Such an act would disgrace him in the eyes of all man-
kind: for nobody would believe that his friends would 
venture so far without his sanction. Such an act 
would also draw on those who committed it severi-

. ties which otherwise they had no cause to apprehend: 
for inhumanity to vanquished enemies was not among 
the faults of the Prince of Orange. For these reasons 
James charged his hearers on their allegiance neither to 

• True and Perfect Journal; Villare Hibernicum; Story's Impartial 
History. 
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sack nor to destroy the city.- He then took his depar" CHAP. 

ture, crossed the Wicklow hills with all speed, and never XVI. 

stopped till he was fifty miles from Dublin. Scarcely 1690. 

had he alioO'hted to take some refreshment when he "Was JIl~mes 
, ~~ 

scared by an absurd report that the pursuers were close France. 

upon him. He started again, rode hard all night, and 
gave orders that the bridges should be pulled down 
behind him. At sunrise on the third of July he reached 
the harbour of Waterford. Thence he went by sea to 
Kinsale, where he embarked on board of a French fri-
gate, and sailed for Brest. t 

After his departure the confusion in Dublin increased Dublin 

hourly. During the whole of the day which followed ~;a~u:ted 
the battle, flying foot soldi.ers,. weary and soile~ ~th ~::D{~h 
travel, were constantly commg In. Roman Catholic Clti- troops, 

zens, with their wives, their families and their house-
hold stuff, were constantly going out. In some parts 
of the capital there was ,still an appearance of mar-
tial order and preparedness. Guards were posted at 
the gates: the Castle was occupied by a strong body of 
troops; and it was generally supposed that the enemy 
would not be admitted without a struggle. Indeed 
some swaggerers, who had, a few hours before, run from 
the breastwork at Oldbridge without drawing a trigger, 
now swore that they would lay the town in ashes rather 
than leaye it to the Prince of Orange. But towards 
the evening Tyrconnel and Lauzun collected all their 
forces, and marched out of the city by the road leading 
to that vast sheepwalk which extends over the table 
land of Kildare. Instantly the face of things in Dub:-
lin was changed., The Protestants every where came • 
forth from their hiding places~ Some of them entered 
the hOl1s~s of their persecutors and demanded arms. 

• Story; TrueandPerfectJoumal; t Life of James, ii. 404.,Ori~. 
London Gazette, July 10. 1690; Mem.; Monthly Mercury for Au
Burnet. ii. 51.; Leslie's Answer ~ gust, 1690. 
King. 
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The doors of the prisons were opened. The Bishops 
of Meath and Limerick, Doctor King, and others, who 
had long held the doctrme of passive obedience, but 
who had at length been converted. by oppression into 
moderate Whigs, formed themselves into a provisional 
government, and sent a. messenger to William's camp, 
with the news that Dublin was prepared to welcome 
him. At eight that evening a troop of English dragoons 
arrived. They were met by the whole Protestant 
population on College Green, where the statue of the 
deliverer now stands. Hundreds embraced the soldiers, 
hung fondly about the necks of the horses, and ran wildly 
about, shaking hands with each other. On the morrow 
a large body of cavalry arrived; and soon from every 
Bide came news of the effects which the victory of the 
Boyne had produced. James had quitted the island. 
Wexford had declared for King William. Within 
twenty five miles of the capital there was not a Papist, 
in arms. Almost all the baggage and stores of the de
feated army had been seized by the conquerors. The 
Enniskilleners had taken not less than three hundred 
cars, and had found among the booty ten thousand 
pounds in money, much plate, many valuable trinkets, 
and all the rich camp equipage of Tyrconnel and Lau-
2nn.· 

William fixed his head quarters at Ferns, about two 
miles from Dublin~ Thence, on the morning of SuridaYf 
the sixth of July, he rode in great state to the cathedral; 

• True and Perfect Journal. as they met, like persons alive fro~ 
London Gazette, July 10. and 14. the dead,like brothers arid sisters 
1690; Narcissus Luttrell's Diary. meeting after a long absence, and 
In the Life of James Bonnell, Ac- going about from house to house to 
countant General of Ireland (1703), give each other joy of God's great 
is a remarkable religious meditation; mercy, enquiring of one another 
from which I will quote a short pas- how they past the late days of dis
sage. "How, did we see the Pro- tress and terror, what apprehensions 
testants on the great day of our they had, what fears or dangers \hey 
Revolution, Thursday tpe third of were under j those that were pri
July, a day ever to be remembered soners, how they got their liberty, 
by us with the greatest thankfulness. how they w~re treated, and what,from 
congratulate and embrace one another time to time, they thought of things." 
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and there, with the crown on his head, returned public CHAP. 

thanks to God in the choir which is now hung with the XVI. 

banners of the Knights of Saint Pa.trick. In this church 1690. 

the remains of Schomberg were deposited, as it was then 
thought, only for a time; and here they still remain. 
King preached, with all the fervour of a neophyte, on 
the great deliverance which God ha.d wrought for the 
Church. The Protestant magistrates of the city 
appeared again, after a long interval, in the pomp ,of 
office. William could not be persuaded to repose him-
self at the Castle, but in the evening returned to his 
camp, and slept there in his woOden cabin.'-

The fame of these great events flew fast, and excited Effect pro

strong emotions all over Europe. The news of William's ~~:~~:~y 
wound every where preceded by a few hours the news of the news 

h·· P . d dad f . h b h fromI_ IS VICtOry. ans was rouse at e 0 mg t y t eland. 
arrIval of a courier who brought the joyful intelligence 
that the heretic, the pa.rricide, the mortal enemy of the 
greatness of France, had been struck dead, by ,It 'cannon 
ball in the sight of the two armies. The commissaries 
of police :ran about the city, knocked at the doors, and 
called the people up to illuminate. In an hour streets, 
quays and bridges were in a blaze: drums were beating 
and trumpets sounding: the bells of Notre Dame were 
ringing! peals of cannon were resounding from the 
batteries of the Bastile. Tables were set out in the 
streets; .and wine was served to all who passed. A 
Prince of Orange, made of straw, was trailed through 
the mud, and at list committed to the flames. He wa&' 
attended :by a. hideous effigy of the devil, carrying 1t 

scroll, on which was written, " I have been waiting fOl' 
thee t~ese two years." The shops of several Huguen~ts 

-London Gazette, July 14.1'690;: be mistaken. It was probably tb~ 
Story; True and Perfect Journal; crown which James had been in the 
Dumont MS. Dumont is the only habit pf wearing when he appeare4 
person who mentions the crown., on the throne at :the King'. Inns. 
As he was present, he eould Dot 

TT2 
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who had been dragooned into calling themselves Catho
lics, but were suspected of being still heretics at heart, 
were sacked by the rabble. It was hardly safe to ques
tion the truth of the report which had been so eagerly . 
welcomed by the multitude. Soon, however, some cool
headed people ventured to remark that the fact of the 
tyrant's death was not quite so certain as might be 
wished. Then arose a vehement controversy about the 
effect of such wounds: for the vulgar notion was that 
no person struck by a cannon ball on the shoulder could 
recover. The disputants appealed to medical authority; 
and the doors of the great surgeons and physicians were 
thronged, it was jocosely said, as if there had been a 
pestilence in Paris. The question was soon settled by 
a letter from J ames, which announced his defeat and 
his arrival at Brest.'" 

At Rome the news from Ireland produced a sensa
tion <>f a very different kind. There too the report of 
William's death was, during a short time, credited. At 
the French embassy all was joy and triumph: but the 
Ambassadors of the House of Austria were in despair; 
and the aspect of the Pontifical Court by no means 
indicated exultation. t Melfort, in a transport of joy, 
sate down to write a letter of congratulation to Mary 
of Modena. That letter is still extant, and would alone 
suffice to explain why he was the favourite of James. 
Herod,----so William was designated,-was gone. Ther~ 
must be a restoration; and that restoration ought to 
be followed by a terrible revenge and by the establish
ment of despotism. The power of the purse must be 
taken away from the Commons. Political offenders 

• Monthly Mercury for August 
1690; Burnet, ii. 50.; Dangeau, 
Aug. 2. 1690, and Saint Simon's 
note; The Follies of· France, or a 
true Relation of the extravagant Re
joicings, &c., dated Paris, Aug. 8. 
1690. 

t CI Me tiene," the Marquis of 
Cogolludo, Spanish minister at 
Rome, says of this report, .. en 
sumo cui dado y desconsuelo, pues 
esta seria la ultima ruina de Ia causa 
comun." - Cogolludo to Ronquillo, 
Rome, Aug. 2. 1690. 
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must be tl'ie~ not by juries, but by judges on whom the CHAP. 

Crown could depend.,. T~e Habeas Corpus Act must be XVL 

rescinded. The au~hors of the Revolution must be pu~ 1690, 

nished with merciless severity. "If," the cruel apostate 
wrote, "if the King is forced to pardon, let it be as few 
rogues as he can."· After the lapse of some anxious 
hours, a messenger bearing later and more authentic in .. 
telligence alighted at the palace occupied' by the repre
sentative of the Catholic King. In a moment· all was 
changed. The enemies of France,-and all the popula. 
tion, except Frenchmen and British Jacob.ites, were her 

. enemies, - eagerly felicitated one another. .All the 
clerks of the Spanish legation were too few to make 
transcripts of the despatches for the Cardinals and 
Bishops who were impatient to know the details· of the 
victory. The first copy was sent to the Pope, and was 
doubtless welcome to him.t 
. The good news from Ireland reached London at· a Effect pro

moment when good news was needed. The English t~~~~~\1 
fiaoa' had been disgraced in the English seas. A foreign the ne1ws 

• from re-
enemy threatened the coast. TraItors were at work land. 

within the realm. Mary had exerted herself beyond 
her strength. Her gentle nature was uneqmil to the 
cruel anxieties of her position; and she complained 
that she could scarcely snatch a moment from busines~ 
to calm herself by prayer. Her distress rose to the 
highest point when she learned that the camps of her 
father and her husband were pitched near to each other, 
and that tidings of a battle might be hourly expected,. 
She stole time for a risit to Kensington, and had three 
hours of quiet in the garden, then" a rural solitude.t 

• Original Letters, published by 
.Bir Henry Ellis. 
_ t If Del sucesso de Irlanda doy a v. 
Exca 1a enorabuena, y Ie aseguro no 
ha bastado casi la gente que tengo en 
1a Secretaria para repartir copias 
delio, pues Ie he embiado a todo el 
lugar, y la prime!".. al I'apa."'-

Cogolludo to· Ronquillo, postscript 
to the letter of Aug. 2. CogolIudo, 
of course, uses the new style. The 
tidings of the battle, Iherefore, had 
been three weeks in getting to Rome. 

: Evelyn (}'eb.25. 16t!) calIa 
it i' a sweet villa':' 

T T 3 
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who had been dragooned into calling themselves Catho
lics, but were suspected of being still heretics at. heart, 
were sacked by the rabble. It was hardly safe to ques
tion the truth of the report which had been so eagerly 
welcomed by the multitude. Soon, however, some cool
headed people ventured to remark that the fact of the 
tyrant's death was not quite so certain as might be 
wished. Then arose a vehement controversy about the 
effect of such wounds: for the vulgar notion was that 
no person struck by a cannon ball on the shoulder could 
recover. The disputants appealed to medical authority; 
and the doors of the great surgeons and physicians were 
thronged, it was jocosely said, as if there had been a 
pestilence in Paris. The question was soon settled by 
a letter from James, ,which announced his defeat and 
his arrival at Brest.:II' 

At Rome the news from Ireland produced a sensa
tion·of a very different kind. There too the report of 
William's death was, during a short time, credited. At 
the French embassy all was joy and triumph: but the 
Ambassadors of the House of Austria were in despair; 
and the aspect of the Pontifical Court by no means 
indicated exultation. t Melfort, in a transport of joy, 
sate down to write a letter of congratulation to Mary 
of Modena. That letter is still extant, and would alone 
suffice to explain why he was the favourite of James. 
Herod,-so William was designated,-was gone. There_ 
must be a restoration; and that restoration ought to 
be followed by a terrible revenge and by the establish
ment of despotism. . The power of the purse must be 
taken away from the Commons. Political offenders 

.. Monthly Mercury for August 
1690; Burnet, ii. 50.; Dangeau, 
Aug. 2. 1690, and Saint Simon's 
note; The Follies of- France, or a 
true Relation of the extravagant Re
joicings, &c., dated Paris, Aug. 8 .. 
1690. 

t cc Me tiene," the Marquis of 
Cogolludo, Spanish minister at 
Rome, says of tbis report, If en 
sumo cui dado y desconsllelo, pues 
esta seria la ultima ruina de la causa 
comun," - COgOlllldo to Ronquillo, 
Rome, Aug. 2.1690. 
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nished with merciless severity. "If," the cruel apostate 
wrote, "if the King is forced to pardon, let it be as few 
rogues as he can."· After the lapse of some anxious 
hours, a messenger bearing later and more authentic in .. 
telligence alighted at the palace occupied' by the repre
sentative of the Catholic King. In a moment all was 
changed. The enemies of France,-and all the popula.-
tion, except Frenchmen and British Jacobites, were her 

. enemies, - eagerly felicitated one another. .All the 
clerks of the Spanish legation were too few to make 
transcripts of the despatches for the Cardinals and 
Bishops who were impatient to know the details of the 
victory. The first copy was sent to the Pope, and was 
doubtless welcome to him.t 
. The good news· from Ireland reached London at a Effect pro

moment when good news was needed. The English t~~~~~\1 
:flaoC1' had been disgraced in the English seas. A foreign the news 

• from Ire. 
enemy threatened the coast. TraItors were at wor~ land. 

within the realm. Mary had exerted herself beyonq 
her strength. Her gentle nature was unequal to the 
cruel anxieties of her position; and she complained 
that she could scarcely snatch a moment from busineslil 
to calm herself by prayer. Her distress rose to the 
highest point when she learned that the camps of hel;' 
father and her husband were pitched near to each other, 
and that tidings of a battle might be hourly expected;. 
She stole time for a :visit to Kensington, and had three 
hours of quiet in the garden, then' a rural solitude.!. 

• Original Letters, published by 
.sir Henry Ellis. 
_ t « Del sucesso de Irlanda doy a v. 
.Exca Ia enorabuena, y Ie aseguro no 
ha bastado easi la gente que tengo en 
la Secretaria para repaTtir copias 
delio, pues Ie he pm biado a todo el 
lugar, y la l'rim~I·" al I'apa."-

Cogolludo to· Ronquillo, postscript 
to the letter of Aug. 2. Cogolludo, 
of course, uses the new style. The 
tidings of the battle, lherefore, had 
been three weeks in getting to Rome. 

~ Evelyn (l<'eb. 25. 16*) call~ 
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B~tthe recollection of days passed there with him whom 
she might never see again overpowered her. "TJ:1e 
place," she wrote to him, "made me think how happy I 
waS there when I had your dear company. But now I 
will say no more ; for I shall hurt my own eyes, which 
I want now more than ever. Adieu. Think of me, 
and love me as much as I shall you, whom I love more 
than my life."'" 

Early on the morning after these tender lines had 
been despatched, Whitehall-was roused by the arrival 
of a post from Ireland. Nottingham was called out of 
bed. The. Queen, who was just going to the chapel 
where she daily attended divine service, was informed 
that William had been wounded. She had wept much: 
but till that moment she had wept alone, and had con
strained herself to show a cheerful countenance to her 
Court and Council. But when Nottingham put her 
husband's letter into her hands, she burst into tears. 
She was still trembling with the -violence of her emo
tions, and had scarcely finished a letter to William in 
which she poured out her love, her fears and her thank
fulness, with the sweet natural eloquence of her sex, 
when another messenger arrived with the news that the 
English army had forced a passage across the Boyne, that 
the Irish were flying in confusion, and that the King was 
well. Yet she was visibly uneasy till Nottingham had 
assured her that James was safe. The grave Secretary,. 
who Seems to have really esteemed and loved her, af
terwards described with much feeling that struggle of 
filial duty with conjugal affection. On the same day 
she wrote to adjure her husband to see that no harn:i 
befell her father. "I know,'~ she said, "I need not beg 
you to let him be taken care of: for I am confident you 
will for your own sake: yet add that to all your kind
ness ; and, for my sake, let people know you would 

• Mary to William, July 5.1690 •. 
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have no hurt happen to his person."" This solicitude, CHAP. 

though amiable, was superfluous. Her father wa,s per- XVL_ 

fectly competent to take care of himself. He had never, ~690~ 
during the battle, run the smallest risk of hurt; and, 
while his daughter was shuddering at the dangers to 
which she fancied that he was exposed in Ireland, he 
was half way on his voyage to France. 

It chanced that the glad tidings arriv~d at Whitehall 
on the day to which the Parliament stood prorogued. 
The Speaker and several members of the House of Com~ 
mons who were in London met, according to form, at 
ten in the morning, and were summoned by Black Rod 
to the bar of the Peers. The Parliament was theIJ. 
again prorogued by commission. As soon as this ce
remony had been performed~ the Chancellor of the Ex
chequer put into the hands of the Clerk the despatch 
which had just arrived from Ireland, and the Clerk read 
it with a loud voice to the lords and g~ntlem~n pre~ 
sent. t The good news spread rapidly from Westminster 
Hall to all the coifeehoU"ses, and was received with 
transports of joy. For those ~nglishmen who wished 
to see an Eng~sh army beaten and an English colony 
extirpated by the French .and Irish were a minority 
even of the Jacobite party. 

On the ninth day after the battle of the Boyne J ames J~es . 

landed at Brest, with an excellent appetite, in high F:::.m 
spirits, and in a talkative humour. He told the history~is recep

of his defeat to every body who would listen to him. tion there 

But French officers who understood, war, and who 
compared his story with other accounts, pronounced 
that, though His Majesty had witnessed the battle, he 
knew nothing about it, except that his army had been 
routed.: From Brest he proceeded to Saint Germains, 

• Mary to William, July 6. and Memoirs of the Intendant Foucault, 
7. 1690 j Burnet, ii. 55. and printed in the work of l\I. de 

t Baden 10 Van Citters, July lr Sirtema des Grov.'Stins. In the 
1690. archives of the War Office at Paris * See two letters annexed to the ii a letter writr.en fr.>m Brest by the 

T T .1: 
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CHAP. where, a few hours after his arrival, he was visited by 
XVI. Lewis. The French King had too much delicacy and 

16g0. generosity to utter a word which could sound like re
proach. Nothing, he declared, that could conduce to 
the comfort of the royal family of England should be 
wanting, as far as his power extended. But he was by 
no means disposed to listen to the political and military 
projects of his unlucky guest. James recommended an 
immediate descent on England. That kingdom, he 
said, had been drained of troops by the demands of 
Ireland. The seven or eight thousand regular soldiers 

. who were left would be unable to withstand a great 
.French army. The people were ashamed of their error 
and impatient to repair it. A.s soon as their rightful 
King showed himself, they would. rally round him in 
multitudes. *' Lewis was too polite and goodnatured 
-to express what he must have felt. He contented him
self with answering coldly that . he could not decide 
'upon any plan about the British islands till he had 
·heard from his generals in II:eland. James was impor
tunate, and seemed to think himself ill used, because, a 
fortnight after he had run away from one army, he was 
not entrusted with another. Lewis was not to be pro
voked into uttering an unkind or uncourteous word: 
but he was resolute i and, in order to avoid solicita
tions which gave him pain, he pretended to be unwell. 
During some time, whenever James came to Versailles, 
he was respectfully informed that His Most Christian 
Majesty was not equal to the transaction of business. 
The highspirited and quickwitted nobles who daily 

. Count of Bouridal on July H. 16g0. 
The Count says: "Par la relation 
du .combat que j'ay entendu fah'e 
au Roy d'Angleterre et a plusieurs 
de sa suite en particulier, il ne me 
paroit pas qu'il soit bien informe de 
tout ce qui s'est passe dans cette ac
tion, et qu'il ne s~ait que la deroute 

. de ses trou pes," 

• It was not only on this occasion 
that James held this langusge, From 
one of the letters quoted ill the last 
note it appears that on his road from 
Brest to Paris he told every body 
that the English were impatiently 
expecting him, " Ce pauvre prince. 
croit que ses slIjets I'aiment en~or~," 

I 
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f,rowded the antechambers could not help sneering Cll A P. 
LWhile they bowed low to the royal visitor, whose pol~ XVI. 

lroonery and stupidity had a second time made him an ]690. 

~xile and a mendicant. They even whispered their 
flarcasms loud enough to' call up the haughty blood of 
J!;ste in the cheeks of Mary of Modena.' But the in
~ensibility of James was of no common, kind. It had 
long been found proof against reason and against pity. 
It now sustained a still harder trial and was found 
proof even against contempt.'" 

While he was enduring with ignominious fortitude the Tourville 

[lolite scorn of the French aristocracy, and doing his :~~~~~:so: 
best to weary out his benefactor's patience and good. England. 

breeding by repeating that this' was the very moment 
for an inva,sion of England, and that the whole island 
was impatiently expecting its foreign deliverers, 'events 
were passing which signally proved how little the ba-
nished oppressor understood the character of his coun .. 
trymen. 

Tourville had, since the battle of Beachy Head, 
ranged the Channel unopposed. On the twenty :first 
of July his masts were seen from the rocks of Portland. 
On the twenty second he anchored in the harbour of 
Torbay, under the same heights which had, not many 
months before, sheltered. the armament of William. The 
French fleet, which now had a considerable number of 
troops on board, consisted of a hundred and eleven sail. 
The galleys, which formed a large part of this force, 
resembled rather those ships with which .Alcibiades and 
Lysander disputed the sovereignty of the lEgean than 
those which contended at the Nile and at Trafalgar. 
The galley was' very long and very narrow, the deck 
[lot more than two feet from the water edge. Each 
~alley was propelled by fifty or sixty huge oars, and 
each oar was tugged by .five or six slaves. The full 

•. Life of Jamel, ii. 411, '412.; Burnet, ii. !J7., and Dartmouth's note; 
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immediate descent on England. That kingdom, he 
said, had been drained of troops by the demands of 
Ireland. The seven or eight thousand regular soldiers 
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multitudes. ~ Lewis was too polite and goodnatured 
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crowded the antechambers could not help sneering CRAP. 

while they bowed low to the royal visitor, whose pol- XVI. 

troonery and stupidity had a second time made him an 1690. 
exile and a mendicant. They even whispered their 
sarcasms loud enough to' call up the haughty blood of 
Este in the cheeks of Mary of Modena. But the in
sensibility of James was of no common kind. It had 
long been found proof against reason and against pity. 
It now sustained a still harder trial and was found 
proof even against contempt.'" 

While he was enduring with ignominious fortitude the Tourville 

polite scorn of the French aristocracy, and doing his :~~~:!:so: 
best to weary out his benefactor's patience and good. England. 

breeding by repeating that this' was the very moment 
for an invasion of England, and that the whole island 
was impatiently expecting its foreign deliverers, events 
were passing which signally proved how little the ba,.-
nished oppressor understood the character of his coun.,. 
trymen. 

Tourville had, since the battle of Beachy Head, 
ranged the Channel unopposed. On the twenty first 
of July his masts were seen from the rocks" of Portland. 
On the twenty second he anchored in the harbour of 
'forbay, under the same heights which had, not many 
months before, sheltered. the armament of William. The 
French fleet, which now had a considerable number of 
troops on board, consisted of a hundred and eleven sail. 
The galleys, which formed a large part of this force, 
resembled rather those ships with which Alcibiades and 
J.ysander disputed the sovereignty ~f the lEgean than 
those which contended at the Nile and at Trafalgar. 
The galley was' very long and very narrow, the deck 
not more than two feet from the water edge. Each" 
galley was propelled by fifty or sixty huge oars, and 
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• Life of Jamet, ii. 411, 412.; Burnet, ii. !J7., and Dartmouth's note. 



650 

CHAP. 
XVI. 

1690. 

IU~TORY OE: ENGLANI). 

complement of slaves to a vessel was three hundred and 
thirty six; . the full complement of officers and soldiers 
a hundred and fifty. Of the unhappy rowers som~ 
were criminals who had been. justly condemned to a 
life of hardship and danger:. a few had bee:q guilty 
only of adhering obstinately to the Huguenot worship ~ 
the great majority were purchased bondsmen, generally 
Turks and Moors. They were of co:urse always form
ing plans for massacring their tyrants and escaping 
from servitude, and could be kept in order only by con
stant stripes and by the frequent infliction of death in 
horrible forms. An Englishman, who happened to fall. 
in with about twelve hundred of these most miserable 
and most desperate of human beings on their road from 
Marseilles to join Tourville's squadron, heard them 
vowing that, if they came near a man of war bearing 
the cross· of Saint George, they would never again see 
a French dockyard." 

In the Mediterranean galleys were in ordinary use: 
but none had ever before been seen on the stormy ocean 
which roars round our island. The ;flatterers of Lewis 
said that the .appearance of such a squadron on the 
Atlantic was oneol those wonders which were reserved 
for his reign; .and a medal was struck at Paris to com
memorate this bold experiment jn maritime war. t Eng
lish sailors, with more reason, predicted that the first 
gale would send the whole of this fairweather armament 
to the bottom of the Channel. Indeed the galley, .like 
the ancient trireme, generally kept close to the shore, 
and ventured out of sight of land only when the water 
was unruffied and the sky serene. But the qualities 
which made this sort of ship unfit to brave tempests 
and billows made it peculiarly fit for the purpose of land-

• See the articles Galere and Ga
!erien, in the Encyc1opedie, with the' 
plates; A True Relation of the Cruel
ties and Barba.rities of the French up-

on the English :prisoners of War, by 
R. Hutton, licensed June 27. 1690. 

t See the Collection of Medals of 
Lewis the fOWlfenth.: . 
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ing soldiers. Tourville determined to try what e:trect' 
'",ould be produced by a disembarkation. The English 
Jacobites who had taken refuge in France were all 
confident that the whole population of the island was 
ready to rally round an invading army: and he proba
bly gave them credit for understanding the temper of 
their countrymen. 

Never was there a greater error. Indeed the French 
admiral is said by tradition to have received,while he 
was still out at sea, a lesson which might have taught 
him not to rely on the assurances of exiles. He 
picked up a fishing boat, and interrogated the ownel"'. 
a plain Sussex man, about the sentiments of the 
nation.. "Are you," he said, "for King James ?" 
"I do not know much about such matters," answered 
the fisherman. "I have nothing to say against King . 
James. He is a very worthy gentleman, I believe. 
God bless him!" "A good fellow! H said :Tourville : 
"then I am sure you' will have no objection to take 
service with us." "What!" cried. the prisoner; U go 
with the French to fight against the English ! Your 
honour must excuse me : I cotlld not do it to save my 
life." • This poor fisherman, whether he was a real 
or an imaginary person, spoke the sense of the nation; 
The beacon on the ridge overlooking Teignmouth wall 
kindled: the High Tor and Causland made answer; and 
soon all the hill tops of the West were on fire. Mes
sengers were riding hard all night from Deputy Lieu
tenant to Deputy Lieutenant. Early the next morning, 
without chief, without summons, five hundred gentlemen 
and yeomen, armed and mounted, had assembled on 
the summit of Haldon Hill. In twenty four hours all 
Devonshire was up. Every road in the county from 

~. 

• 'Chis anecdote, true or false, heard in their yonth. It ia quoted 
was current at the time, or Boon in the Gentleman's Magazine of that 
after. In J 745. it was mentioned year from another periodical wor.k •. 
tis. 8 ltory whirh old penpll! had ' . 
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CHAP. seato sea 'was covered by multitudes of fighting men, 
XVI. all with their faces set towards Torbay. The lords of 
1690. a hundred manors, proud of their long pedigrees and 

old coats of arms, took the field at the head of their 
tenantry, Drakes, Prideauxes and Rolles, Fowell of 
Fowelscombe and Fulford of Fulford, Sir Bourchier
Wreyof Tawstock Park and Sir William Courtenay of 
Powderham Castle. Letters written by several of the 
Deputy Lieutenants who were most active during this 
anxious week are still preserved. All these letters agree 
in extolling the courage and enthusiasm of the people. 
But all agree also in expressing the most painful so
licitude as to the result of an encounter between a raw 
militia and veterans who had served under Turenne 
and Luxemburg; and all call for the help of regular 
troops, in language very unlike that which, when th~ 
pressure of danger was not felt, country gentlemen 
were then in the habit of using about standing armies. 

Teign- Tourville, finding that the whole population was 
:~~~e- united as one man against him, contented himself with 

sending bis galleys to ravage Teignmouth, now a gay 
watering' place consisting of twelve hundred houses, 
then an obscure village of about forty cottages. The 
inhabitants had fled. Their dwellings were burned: the 
venerable parish church was sacked, the pulpit and the 
communion table demolished, the Bibles and Prayer 
Books torn and scattered about the roads: the cattle _ 
and pigs were slaughtered; and a few small vessels 
which were employed in fishing or in the coasting 
trade, were destroyed. By this time sixteen or seven
teen thousand" Devonshire men had encamped close 
to the shore; and all the neighbouring counties had 
risen. The tin mines of Cornwall" had sent" forth a 
great multitude of rude and hardy men mortally hostile 

• to Popery. "Ten thousand of them had just signed an 
address to the Queen, "in which they had promised to 
stand by her against every enemy; and they. now kept 
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their word. - In truth, the whole nation was stirred. 
Two and twenty troops of cavalry, furnished by Suf
folk, Essex, Hertfordshire and Buckinghamshire, were 
reviewed by Mary at Hounslow, and were compli
mented by Marlborough on their. martial appearance. 
The militia of Kent and Surrey encamped on Black
heath. t Van Citters informed the States General that 
all England was up in arms, on foot or on horseback, 
that the disastrous event of the battle of Beachy Head 
had not cowed, but exasperated the people, and that 
every company of soldiers which he passed on the 
road was shouting with one voice, "God bless King 
William and Queen Mary."t 

Charles Granville, Lord Lansdowne, eldest son of the 
Earl of Bath, came with some troops from the garri~ 
son of Plymouth to take the command of the tumul~ 
tuary army which had assembled round the basin of 
Torbay. Lansdowne was no novice. He had serve4 
several hard campaigns against the common enemy 
of Christendom, and had been created a Count of the 
Roman Empire in reward of the valour which he had 
displayed on that memorable day, sung, by Filicaja 
and by Waller, when the infidels retired fro;m the walls 
of Vienna., He made preparations for action; but the 
French did not choose to attack him, and were. indeed 
impatient to 'depart. They found some difficulty in 
getting away. One day the wind was advers~ to the 
sailing vessels. Another day the water was too rough 
for the galleys. At length the, :fleet stood 'out to' sea~ 

• London Gazette, July 7.1690. 
t Narcissus Luttrell's Diary. 
J I give this interesting passage 

in Van Citters's own words. "Door 
geheel het ryk alles te voet en te 
paarde in de wapenen op was; en' t 
gene een seer groote gerustheyt gar 
was dat alle en een yder even seer 

. tege~ de Franse door de, 1ll8tste 

voorgevallen bataille verbittert en 
geanimeert waren. Gelyk door de 
troupes, dewelke ik op de weg alom:' 
me gepBsseert ben, niet anders heb 
konnen hooren als een eenpaarig en 
generaal geluydt van God bless 
King William en Queen Mary. 
July 2'. 1690 
Aug."" • 
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CHAP; As the line of ships turned the lofty cape 'vhi~h over-
XVI. looks Torquay, an incident happened which, though 
l69a. slight in itself, greatly interested the thousands who 

lined the coast. Two wretched slaves disengaged them
selves from an oar,and sprang overboard. One of them 
perished. 'The other, after struggling. more than an 
hour in the water,came safe to English ground, and 
was cordially welcomed by a population to which the 
discipline of the galleys was JJ. thing strange and shock
ing. He proved to be a Turk, and was, humanely sent 
back to his own country. 

Excite- A pompous description of the expedi~ion appeared in 
ment.ofthe the Paris Gazette But in truth Tourville's exploits Engbsh • 
Dati.on had been inglorious,and yet less inglorious than impo-
agamst the ii . Th" hi h h h d db' French. tIC. -e IDJUry w . c e· a one ore no proportlOn 

to the resentment which he had roused. Hitherto the 
Jacobites had tried to persuade the nation that the 
French would come as friends and deliverers, would 
observe strict discipline, would respect the temples and 
the .ceremonies of the established religion, and would 
depart as soon as the Dutch oppressors had been ex
pelled and the ancient constitution of the realm restored. 
Th~ short visit of Tourville to our coast had shown how 
:little reason there was to expect such moderation from 
the 'Soldiers of Lewis. They had been in our island 
('lnly a few hours, and had occupied only a. few acres. 
But within 'it few hours and a few acres had been exhi
bited in miniature the devastati0n of the Palatinate. 
What had !happened was communicated to the whole 
kingdom far more rapidly than by gazettes or news 
letters. A brief for the relief of the people -of Teign
mouth was read in all the ten thousand parish churches 
of thE) land. No congregationeould hear withoutemo
tion that the Popish marauders had made desolate the 
habitations of quiet and humble peasants, had outraged 
the altars of God, haq torn to pieces the Gospels' and 

,the Communion service. A street, built out of the eon-
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tributions of the charitable, on the site of the dwellings 
which the invaders had destroyed, still retains the name 
of French Street.-

The outcry against those who were, with good reason, 
suspected of having invited the enemy to make a descent 
on our shores was vehement and general, and was 
swollen by many voices which had recently been loud 
in clamour against the government of William. The 
question had ceased to be a. question between twody .. 
nasties, and had become a question between England 
-and France. So strong was the national sentiment that 
nonjurors and }?apists shared or affected to share it. 
Dryden, not long after the burning of Teignmouth, laid 
a play at the feet of Halifax, with a dedication emi
nently ingenious, artful, and eloquent. The dramatist 
congratulated his patron on having taken shelter in a 
calm haven from the storms of public life, and, with 
great force and beauty of diction, magnified the felicity 
of the statesman who exchanges the bustle of office 
and the fame of oratory for philosophic studies and dOQ 
mestic endearments. England could not complain that 
she was defrauded of the service to which she had a 
right. Even the severe discipline of ancient Rome per..
mitted a soldier, after many campaigns, to claim his dis
mission; and Halifax had surely done enough. for his 

• As to this expedition I have Earl of Bath. These foul' ,letter8 
consulted the London Gazettes of are among the MSS. of the Royal 
July 24. 28. 81. Aug. 4. ~6g0; Irish Academy. Extracts from the 
Narcissus Lutlrell's Diary; Wel- brief Bre given in ,Lyson's Britan .. 
wood's Mercurius ReformBtus, Sept. nia. Dangeau inserted in his Jour. 
5.; the Gazette de Paris; a letternal, August 16., a series of extrava
from Mr. Duke, a Deputy Lieu- gant lies. TciurvilJehad routed the 
tenant of Dl'vonsrure, to Hampden, militia, taken their cannon and co
dated July 25.; a letter from Mr. lours, burned men of war, captured 
'Fulford of Fulford to Lord Not- richly laden merchantsbips, and was 
'tingham, dated July !i!6.; a letter going·oo destroy PlYlDOllth., This is 
'of the JIIBIDe date from the Deputy, a fair .pecimen of Dangeau'iI English 
Lieutenants of Devonshire to the news. Inde.od he complains that it 
Earl of Bath; a letter of the same was hardly possible to get at true 
date from Lord Lansdowne to ,the' information about England. 
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country to be entitled to the same privilege. But the 
poet added that there was one case in which the Ro
man veteran, even after his discharge, was required 
to. resume his shield and his pilum;. and that one case 
was an invasion. of the Gauls. That a writer who had 
purchased the smiles of James by apostasy, who had 
been driven in disgrace from the court of William, and 
who had a deeper interest in the restoration of the 
exiled House than any man who made letters his 
calling, should have used, whether sincerely or insin
cerely, such language as this, is a fact which may con~ 
vince us that the determination never to be subjugated 
by foreigners was fixed in the hearts of the people.'*' 

There was indeed a Jacobite literature in which no 
trace of this patriotic spirit can be detected, a literature 
the remains of which prove that there were Englishmen 
perfectly willing to see the English flag dishonoured, 
the English soil invaded, the English capital sacked, the 
English crown worn by a vassal of Lewis, if only they 
might avenge themselves on their enemies, and espe
cially on William, whom they hated with a hatred half 
frightful half ludicrous. But this literature was alto
gether a work of darkness. The law by which the Par
liament of James had subjected the press to the control 
of censors was still in force;· and, .though the officers 
whose business it was to prevent the infraction of t~at 
law were not extreme to mark every irregularity com
mitted by a bookseller who undersiood the art of convey- -
ing a guinea in a squeeze of the hand, they could not 
wink at the open vending of unlicensed pamphlets filled 
with ribald -insults to the Sovereign, and with direct in
stigations to rebellion. But there had long lurked in 
the garrets of London a class of printers who worked 
steadily at their calling with precautions resembling 
those employed by coiners and forgers. Women were 

• Dedication or Arthur •. 
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on the watch to give the alarm by their scream!! if an CHAP. 

officer appeared near the workshop. The press was im. XVI. 

mediately pushed into a closet behind the bed: the types 1690. 

were flung into the coalhole, and covered with cinders: 
the compositor disappeared through a trapdoor in the 
roof, and made off over the tiles of the neighbouring 
houses. In these dens were manufactured treasonable 
works of all classes and sizes, from halfpenny broad-
sides of doggrel verse up to massy quartos :filled with 
Hebrew quotations. It was not safe to. exhibit such 
publications openly on a counter. They were sold only 
by trusty agents, and in secret places. Some tracts 
which were thought likely to produce a great effect were 
given away in immense numbers at the expense of 
wealthy Jacobites. Sometimes a paper was thrust 
under a. door, sometimes dropped on the· table of a 
coffeehouse. One day a thousand copies of a scurrilous 
pamphlet went out by the postbags. On another day, 
when the shopkeepers rose early to take down their 
shutters, they found the whole of Fleet Street and the 
Strand white with seditious handbills.:It 

Of the numerous performances which were ushered TheJaeo

into the world by such shifts as these, none produced a b~tp Fonn 

greater sensation than a little book which purported to' ~nd. H~:i. 
be a form of prayer and humiliation for the use.of the liahon.. 

persecuted Church. It was impossible t6 doubt that 
a. considerable sum had been expended on this work. 
Ten thousand copies were, by various means, scatterell 
over the kingdom. No more mendacious, more ma-
lignant or more impious lampoon was ever penned. 
Though the government had as yet treated. its enemies 
with a lenity unprecedented in the history of our <!O'UD-

• See the accounts of Anderton's 1695. The appendix to tbese Dis
Trio.!, J(ig3; the Postman of March courses contains a eurlous ac~ount of· 
J2. 1691; the Flying Post of March the inquisition into printing offiees 
7. 1700; Some Discourses upon Dr. under the Licensing Act. 
Burnet and Dr. Tillotson, by Hicke., 
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country to be entitled to the same privilege. But the 
poet added that there· was one case in which the Ro
man veteran, even after his discharge, was required 
to. resume his shield and his pilum; and that one case 
was an invasion. of the Gauls. That a writer who had 
purchased the smiles of James by apostasy, who had 
been driven in disgrace from the court of William, and 
who had a deeper interest in the restoration of the 
exiled House than any man. who made letters his 
calling, should have used, whether sincerely or insin
cerely, such language as this, is a fact which may con~ 
vince us that the determination never to be subjugated 
by foreigners was fixed in the hearts of the people. * 

There was indeed a Jacobite literature in which no 
trace of this patriotic spirit can be detected, a literature 
the remains of which prove that there were Englishmen 
perfectly willing to see the English flag dishonoured, 
the English soil invaded, the English capital sacked, the 
English crown worn by a vassal of Lewis, if only they 
might avenge themselves on their enemies, andespe
cially on William, whom they hated with a hatred half 
frightful half ludicrous. But this literature was alto
gether a work of darkness. The law by which the Par
liament of James had subjected the press to the control 
of censors was still in force; and, though the officers 
whose business it was to prevent the infraction of that 
law were not extreme to mark every irregularity com- . 
mitted by a bookseller who understood the art of convey- -
ing a guinea in a squeeze of the hand, they could not 
wink at the open vending of unlicensed pamphlets :filled 
with ribald insults to the Sovereign, and with direct in
stigations to rebellion. But there had long lurked in 
the garrets of London a class of printers who worked 
steadily at their calling with precautions resembling 
those employed by coiners and forgers. Women were 

• Dedication of Arthur •. 
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on the watch to give the alarm by their screamS if an CHAP. 

officer appeared near the workshop. The press was im- XVI. 

mediately pushed into a closet behind the bed: the types 1690.. 
were flung into the coalhole, and covered with cinders: 
the compositor disappeared through a trapdoor in the 
roof, and made off over the tiles of the neighbouring 
houses. In these dens were manufactured treasonable 
works of all classes and sizes, from halfpenny broad-
sides of doggrel verse up to massy quartos :filled with 
Hebrew quotations. It was not safe to exhibit such 
publications openly on a counter. They were sold only 
by trusty agents, and in secret places. Some tracts 
which were thought likely to produce a great effect were 
given away in immense numbers at the expense of 
wealthy Jacobites. Sometimes a· paper was thrust 
under a. door, sometimes dropped on the table of a 
coffeehouse. One day a thousand copies of a scurrilous 
pamphlet went out by the postbags. On another day, 
when the shopkeepers rose early to take down their 
shutters, they found the whole of Fleet Street and the 
Strand white with seditious handbills.-

Of the numerous performances which were ushered TheJaco

into the world by such shifts as these, none produced a :~tp!0nn 
greater sensation than a little book which purported to II;nd. H~:i. 
be a form of prayer and humiliation for the use of the lianoD.. 

persecuted Church. It was impossible t() doubt that 
a considerable sum had been expended on this work. 
Ten thousand copies were, by various means, scattered; 
over the kingdom. No more mendacious, more ma-
lignant or more impi6us lampoon was ever penned. 
Though the government had as yet treated its enemies 
with a lenity unprecedented in the history of our conn-

• See the aecounts ot Anderton·s 1695. The appendix to these Dis
Trial, J(ig3; the Postman of March courses contains a eurious account of· 
J2. 169i; the Flying Post of March the inquisition into printing offices 
7. J 700; Some Discourses upon Dr. under the Licensing Act. 
Burnet and Dr. Tillotson, by Hickes, 
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try, though not a sing1e person had, since the Revolu
tion, suffered death for any political oifence, the authors 
of this liturgy were not ashamed to pray that God would 
assuage their enemy's insatiable thirst for blood, or would, 
if any more of them were to be brought through the 
Red Sea to the Land of Promise, prepare them for the 
passage. :II' They complained that the Church of Eng
land, once the perfection of beauty, had become a scorn 
and derision, a heap of ruins, a vineyard of wild grapes; 
that her services had ceased to deserve the name of 
public wors~p; that the bread and wine which she 
dispensed had no' longer any sacramental virtue; that 
her priests, in the act of swearing fealty to the usurper, 
had lost the sacred character which had been conferred 
on them by their ordination. t James was profanely 
described as the stone which foolish builders had reject
ed; and a fervent petition was put up that Providence 
would again make him the head of the corner. The 
blessings which were called down on our country were 
of a singular description. There was something very 
like a prayer for another Bloody Circuit; "Give the 
King the necks of his enemies,:" there was something 
very like a prayer for a French invasion; "Raise him 
up friends abroad;" and there was a more mysterious 
prayer, the best comment on which was afterwards fur
nished by the A.ssassination Plot; "Do some great 
thing for him, which we in particular know not how to 
pray for." t 

• This was the ordinary cant of 
the Jacobites. A Whig writer had 
justly said in the preceding year, 
"They scurrilously -call our David 
a man of blood, though, io this day, 
be bas not suffered a drop to be 
spilt."!-Mephiboshe!h and Ziba, li
censed Aug. so. 1689. 

t rr Restore unto us again the 
publick worship of thy name, the 
reverent administration of tby sacra-

men!s. Raise up the former govern
ment both in church and state, tha, 
we may be no longer without King, 
without priest, without God in the 
world." 

t A Form of Prayer and Hu
miliation for God's Blessing upon 
His Majesty and his Dominions, and 
for Removing and Averting of God's 
Judgments from this Church and 
State, 1690. 
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-'This liturgy was composed, circulated,and read, it CHAP. 
XVL is said, in some congregations of Jacobite schismatics, 

before William set out for Ireland, but did not attract ] 690. 
general notice till the appearance of a foreign armament ~!:.'l:,~~he 
on our coast had roused the national spirit. Then rose nonjuring 

a roar of indignation against the Englishmen who had BishOps.. 

dared, under the hypocritical pretence of devotion, to 
imprecate curses on England. The deprived Prelates 
were suspected, and not without some show of reason. 
For the nonjurors were, to a man, zealous Episcopalians. 
Their doctrine was that, in ecclesiastic~l matters of 
grave moment, nothing could be well none without the 
sanction of the Bishop. And could it be believed that 
any who held this doctrine would compose a service1 

print it, circulate it, and actually use it in public wor .. 
ship, without the approbation of Sancroft, whom the 
whole party revered, not only as the true Primate of 
all England, but also as a Saint and a Confessor? It 
was known that the Prelates who had refused the oaths 
had lately held several consultations at Lambeth. The 
subject of those consultations, it was now said, might 
easily be guessed. The holy fathers had been engaged 
in framing prayers for the destruction of the Protestant 
colony in Ireland, for the defeat of the English fleet in 
the Channel, and for the speedy arrival of a French: 
army in Kent. The extreme section of the Whig party 
pressed this accusation with vindictive eagerness. This 
then,said those implacable politicians, was the fruit 
of King William's merciful policy. Never had he com.; 
mitted a great~r error than when he had conceived 
the hope that the hearts of the clergy were to be won. 
by clemency and moderation. He had not' chosen to 
give credit to men who had learned by ~ long and bitter" 
experience that no kindness will tame the sullen ferocity 
of a priesthood. He had stroked and pampered when' 
he should have tried the effect of chains and hunger.-
He had hazarded the good will of his best friends by 

'v v 2 . 
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protecting his worst enemies. Those Bishops who had 
publicly refused to acknowledge him as their Sovereign, 
and who, by that refusal, had forfeited their dignities 
and revenues, still continued to live unmolested in pa
laces which ought to be occupied by lietter men: and 
for this indulgence, an indulgence unexampled in the 
history of revolutions, what return had been made to 
him? Even this, that the men whom he had, with so 
much tenderness, screened from just punishment, had 
the insolence to describe him in their prayers as a per
secutor defiled with the blood of the righteous: they 
asked for grace to endure with fortitude his sanguinary 
tyranny: they cried to heaven, for a foreign fleet and 
army to deliver them from his yoke: nay; they hinted 
at a. wish so odious that even they had not the front to 
speak it plainly. One writer, in a pamphlet which pro
duced a great sensation, expressed his wonder that the 
people had not, when Tourville was riding victorious in 
the Channel, Dewitted the nonjurlng Prelates. Excited 
as the public mind then was, there was some danger 
that this suggestion might bring a furious mob to Lam
beth. At Norwich indeed the people actually rose, at
tacked the palace which the Bishop was still suffered to 
occupy, and would have pulled it down but for the 
timely arrival of the trainbands." The government 
very properly' instituted criminal proceedings against 
the publisher of the work which had produced this 
alarming breach of the peace.t The depriyedPrelates 
meanwhile put forth. a' defence of their conduct. In 
this document they declared, with all solemnity, and 
as in the presence of God, that they had no hand in 
the new liturgy, that they knew not who had framed 
it, that they had never used it, that they had never 
held any correspondence directly or indirectly' with 
the French 'court, that they were engaged in no plot 
against the existing' government, and that they would 

• Letter of Lloyd, Bishop of Nor- t Narcissus Luttrell's Diary. 
wich, to San croft, in the Tanner MSS. 
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willingly shed their blood rather than see England sub- CHAP. 

jugated by a foreign prince, who had, in his own king- XVL 

dom, cruelly persecuted their Protestant brethren. As 1690. 

to the writer who had marked them out to the public 
vengeance by a. fearful word, but too well understood, 
they commended him to the Divine mercy, and heartily 
prayed that his great sin might be forgiven him. lIost 
of those who signed this paper did so doubtless with 
perfect sincerity: but it soon appeared that one at 
least of the subscribers had added to the crime of be
traying his country the crime of calling his God to wit .. 
ness a. falsehood.· 

The events which were passing in the Channel and Mili~ 
h C . II d William' k ·d operatIons on t e ontinentcompe e to ma e repeate in ~nd: 

changes in his plans. During the week which followed :::.rtord 

his triumphal entry into Dublin, messengers charged 
with evil tidings arrived from England in rapid suc-
cession. First came the account of Waldeck's defeat 
at Fleurus. The King was much disturbed. All the 
pleasure, he said, which his own victory had given him 
was at an end. Yet, with that generosity which was 
hidden under his austere aspect, he sate down, even 
in the moment of his first vexation, to write a kind 
and encouraging letter to the unfortunate general. t 
Three days later came intelligence more alarming still. 
The allied fleet had been ignominiously beaten. The 

• A Modest Inquiry into the was, to a great extent, taken from a 
Caust'8 of tbe present Disasters in FOnD of Prayer composed and clan
England, and wllo they are that destinely printed, soon after the 
brought the French i.nto the English battle of W olcester, for the use of 
Channel described, 1690; Reflec- the Royalists. This curious fact, 
tiona upon a Form of Prayer lately which seems to have been quite un
set out for the Jacobite&, 1690; A known both to the nonjuring Bi
Midnight Touch at an Unlicensed shops and to their accusers, was 
Pamphlet, 1690. The papersigned discovered by Mr. Lothbury after 
by the nonjuring Bishops has often the publication of his History of the 
been reprinted. Since the first edi- N onjuror&, and was, in the most 
tion oC this volume appeared, I have obliging manner, commuuicated by 
learned that the Jacobite Form of him to me. 
Prayer which produced so much t William to Heinsius, July lJ;' 
excitement and controve .... y in 1690 1690 • 
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sea from the Downs to the Land's End was in ·posses,. 
sion of the enemy. The next post might bring news 
that Kent was invaded. A French squadron might 
appear hi Saint George's Channel, and might without 
difficulty burn all the transports which were anchored 
in the Bay of Dublin. William determined to return 
to England; but he wished to obtain, before he went, 
the command of a safe haven on the eastern coast of 
Ireland. Waterford was the place best suited to his 
purpose: and towards Waterford he immediately pro
ceeded. Clonmel and Kilkenny were abandoned by 
the Irish troops as soon as it was known that he was 
approaching. At Kilkenny he was entertained, on the 
nineteenth of July, by the Duke of Ormond in the 
ancient castle of the Butlers, which had not long before 
been occupied by Lauzun, and which therefore, in the 
midst of the general devastation, still had tables and 
chairs, hangings on the walls, and claret in the cellars. 
On the twenty first two regiments which garrisoned 
Waterford consented to march out after a faint show 
of resistance: a few hours later the fort of Duncannon; 
which, towering on a rocky promontory, commanded 
the entrance of the harbour, was surrendered; and 
William was master of the whole of that secure and 
spacious basin which is formed by the united waters 
of the Suir, the Nore and the Barrow. He then an
nounced his intention of instantly returning to Eng
land, and, having declared Count Solmes Commander 
in Chief of the army of Ireland, set out for Dublin." 

But good news met him on the road. Tourville had 
appeared on the coast of Devonshire, had put some 
troops on shore, and had sacked Teignmouth: . but the 
only effect of this insult had been to raise the whole 
population of the western counties in arms against the 
invaders. The enemy had departed, after doing just 
mischief enough to mak~ the cause of James as odious 
for a time to Tories as to Whigs. William therefore 

• Story; London Gazette, Aug. 4. 1690; Dumont MS. 
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again changed his plans, and hastened back to his army, eN[
which, during his absence, had moved westward; and 
which he rejoined in the neighbourhood of Cashel. - 1690. 

About this time he received from Mary a letter 
requesting him to decide an important question on 
which the Council of Nine was divided. Marlborough 
was of opinion that all danger of invasion waS over 
for that year. The sea, he said, was open: for the 
French ships had returned into port, ·and were re
fitting. Now was the time to send an English fleet, 
with five thousand troops on board, to the southern 
extremity of Ireland. Such a force might easily re
duce Cork and Kinsale, two of the most important 
strongholds still occupied by the forces of James. 
:Marlborough was strenuously supported by N otting
ham, and as strenuously opposed by the other members 
of the interior council with Caermarthen at their head. 
The Queen -referred the matter to her husband. He 
highly approved of the plan, and gave orders that it 
should be executed by the General who had formed 
it. Caermarthen submitted, though with a bad grace, 
and with some mu,rmurs at the extraordinary partiality 
of His Majesty for Marlborough. t 

William meanwhile was advancing towards Limerick. The Irish 

In that city the army which he had put to rout at the :nJ'd ~l
Boyne had taken refuge, discomfited, indeed, and dis- Limerick. 

graced, but very little diminished. He would not have Laazun 

had the trouble of besieging the place, if the advice of r:::~,,:ces 
Lauzun and of Lauzun's countrymen had been followed. place

be 
can· 

They laughed at the thought of defending such forti- :~:endecL 
fications, and indeed would not admit that the name of 
fortifications could properly be given to heaps of dirt, 
which certainly bore little resemblance to the works of 
Valenciennes and Philipsburg. "It is unnecessary," 
said Lauzun, with an oath, "for the English to bring 
cannon against such a place .as this. What you call 

• Story; "'illiam to Heinsiu8, 
July 31. ] 0' L d G A 
Aqg.IO. 90: on. az., ug. II. 

t Mary to William, Aug. .!-t. 
A?g. 22. Aug. 26. 1690. 
Sep., I. ~ep •• 6. 



064 

CHAP. 
XVI. 

1690. 

lIISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

your ramparts might be battered down with roasted 
apples." He therefore gave his voice for evacuating 
Limerick, and declared that, at all events, he was de
termined not to throwaway in a hopeless resistance the 
lives of the brave men who had been entrusted to his 
care by his master.* The truth is, that the judgment of 
the brilliant and adventurous Frenchman was biassed by 
his inclinations. He and his companions were sick of 
Ireland. They were ready to face death with courage, 
nay, with gaiety, on a field of battle. But the dull, 
squalid, barbarous life, which they had now been leading 
during several months, was more than they could bear. 
They were as much out of the pale of the civilised world 
as if they had been banished to Dahomey or Spitzbergen. 
The climate affected their health and spirits. In that 
unhappy country, wasted by years of predatory war, 
hospitality could offer little more than a couch of straw, 
a trencher of meat half raw and half burned, and a 
draught of sour milk. A crust of bread, a pint of 
wine, could hardly be purchased for money. A year 
of such hardships seemed a century to men who had 
always been accustomed to carry with them to the 
camp the luxuries of Paris, soft bedding, rich tapes
try, sideboards of plate, hampers of Champagne, opera 
dancers, cooks and musicians. Better to be a prisoner 
in the Bastille, better to be a recluse at La Trappe, than 
to be.generalissimo of the half naked savages who bur
rowed in the dreary swamps of :Munster. Any plea 
was welcome which would serve as an excuse for re
turning from that miserable exile to the land of corn
fields and vineyards, of gilded coaches and laced cravats, 
of ballrooms and theatres. t 

'" Macari.r Excidium; Mac Geo
ghegan; Life of James, ii. 420.; 
London Gazette, Aug. 14. 16g0. 

t The impatience of Lauzun and 
his countrymen to get- away nom 
Ireland is mentioned in a letter of 

Oct. 21. 1bgO, quoted in the Me
moirs of James, ii.421. " Asimo," 
says Colonel Kelly, the author of th ... 
I\lacari.r Excitlium, "diuturnam ab
sentiam tam regre molesteq ue ferebat 
ut bellum in CYl'ro protrahi cootiou-
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Very difi'erent was the feeling of the children of CHAP. 
~ xn 

the soil. The island, which to French courtiers was 
a disconsolate place of banishment, was the Irishman's ]690. 
home. There were collected all the objects of his love :the Irish 

and of his ambition; and there he hoped that his dust ~~~:!d~~g 
would one day mingle with the dust of his fathers. Limerick. 

To him even the heaven dark with the vapours of the 
ocean, the wildernesses of black rushes and stagnant 
water, the -mud cabins where the peasants and the 
swine shared their meal of roots, had a. charm which 
was wanting to the sUDny skies, the cultured :fields and 
the stately mansions of the Seine. He could imagine 
no fairer spot than his country, if only his country 
could be freed from the tyranny of the Saxons; and all 
hope that his country would be freed from the tyranny 
of the Saxons must be abandoned if Limerick were 
surrendered. 

The conduct of the Irish during the last two months 
had sunk their military reputation to the lowest point. 
They had, with the exception of some gallant regiments 
of cavalry, fled disgracefully at the Boyne, and had 
thus incurred the bitter contempt both of their enemies 
and of their allies. The English who were at Saint 
Germains never spoke of the Irish but as a. people of 0 

dastards and traitors.· The French were so much 
exasperated against the unfortunate nation, that Irish 
merchants, who had beel] many years settled at Pa
ris, durst not walk the streets for fear of being in
sulted by the populace. t So strong was the prejudice, 

arique ipso ei auditu acerbissimum 
esset. Nee incredibile est ducum in 
illiu9 exercitu nODoullo&, potissimum 
qui patrii e!Eli dulcedinem impa
tienuua 8uspirabant, aibi persuasisse 
desperatas Cypri res nulla humana 
ope defendi s\l8tentarlque posse." 
Asimo is Lauzun. and Cyprus Ire
land. 
o • II Pauci illl ex Cilicibus aulicis, 

qui cum regina in Syria commoraote 
remanserant. • ••• non cessabant 
universam nationem f!Ede traducere, 
et ingestis iDsuper coDvitiis lacerare, 
pavid08 et malefidos prodltores ae 
mortalium coosceleratissimos publice 
appellaodo." - Macarim Excidium~ 
The Cilicians are the English. Syria 
is Fuoce. 

t "Taota infamia tam operoso ar_ 
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that absurd st~ries were invented to explain the in~ 
trepidity with which the horse had fought. It waS. 

. said that the troopers were not men of Celtic blood, 
but descendants of the old English of the pale.:II: It 
was also said that they had been intoxicated with 
brandy just before the battle. t Yet nothing can be 
more certain than that they must have been generally 
of Irish race; nor did the. steady valour which they 
displayed in a long and almost hopeless conflict againSt" 
great odds bear any resemblance to the fury of a coward 
maddened by strong drink: into momentary hardihood. 
Even in the infantry, undisciplined and disorganized 
as it was, there was much spirit, though little firm
ness. Fits of enthusiasm and· fits of faintheartedness 
succeeded each other. The same battalion, which at 
one tilne threw away its arms in a panic and shrieked 
for quarter, would on another occasion fight valiantly. 
On the day of the Boyne the courage of the ill trained 
and ill commanded kernes had ebbed to the lowest 
point. When they had rallied at Limerick, their blood 
was up. Patriotism, fanaticism, shame, revenge, de
spair, had raised them above themselves. With one 
voice officers and men insisted that the city should be 
defended to the last. At the head of those who were 
for resisting was the brave Sarsfield; and his exhorta
tions diffused through all ranks a spirit resembling his 
own. To save his country was beyond his power. All 
that he· could do was to prolong her last agony through 
one bloody and disastrous year.: 

tificio et subtili commento in vulgus 
spa!'sa, tam' constantibus de Cypri
orum perfidia atque o'pprobrio ru
moribus, totam, qua lata est, Syriam 
ita pervasit, ut mercatores Cyprii, 
•••• propter illustum genti dedecns, 
intra domorum septa c1ausi nunquam 
proclire auderent; tanto eorum odio 
populus in universum exarserat."_ 
Macarire Excidium. 

• I have seen this assertion in a 
contemporary pamphlet of which I 
cannot recollect the title. 

t Story; Dumont MS. 
t Macarire Excidium. Boisse

leau remarked the ebb and flow of 
courage among the Irish. I havlt 
quoted one of his letters to his wife. 
It is but just to quote another. 
,. Nos Irlandois n'avoient jamais vu 
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Tyrconnel was altogether incompetent to decide the c::r 
question on which the French and the Irish differed. 
The only military qualities that he had ever possessed 1690. 
were personal bravery and skill in the use of the sword. ~~Do:l 
These qualities had once enabled him to frighten away ~~~e~:g 
rivals from the doors of his mistresses, and to play the LimerIck. 

Hector at cockpits and hazard tables. But more was 
necessary to enable him to form an opinion as to the' 
possibility of defending Limerick. He would probably, 
had his temper been as hot as in the days when he diced 
With Grammont and threatened to cut the old Duke of 
Ormond's throat, have voted for running any risk how-
ever desperate. But age, pain and sickness had left 
little of the canting, btillying, fighting Dick Talbot of 
the Restoration. He had sunk into deep despondency. 
He was incapable of strenuous exertion. The French 
officers pronounced him utterly ignorant of the art of 
war. They had observed that at the Boyne he . had 
seemed to be stupified, unable to give' directions him .. 
self, unable even to make up his mind about the sug
gestions which were offered by others.:II: The disasters 
which had since followed one another in rapid suc-
cession were not likely to restore the tone of a mind 
so pitiably unnerved., His wife was already in France 
with the little which remained of his once ample for-
tune: his own wish was to follow her thither: his 
voice was therefore given for abandoning the city. 

At last a compromise was made. Lauzun and Tyr- Limerick 

Ie feu; et CI.'Ia les a surprise Pre-
6eotement, ils soot Bi faches de n'avoir 
pas fait leur devoh que je suis bien 
persuade qu'ils feroot mieux pour 
l'avenir.'· 

• La Hoguette, writing to J,ouvoie 
., L' . k July31. 1690 
~rom Imenc, Aug.-IO, , says 
of Tyrconnel: "II a d'ailleurs trop 
l'l.'u de connoisaance des choses de 
notre metier. II a pl'r<lu absolu
ment Ia con fiance de» officiers du 

pays, surtout depuis Ie jour de notre 
deroute: et, en efFet, Monseigneur, 
jl.' me crois oblige de vous dire que 
des Ie moment ou les ennemis pa
rurent sur Ie bord de Ia riviere 
Ie premier jour, et dans toute Ia 
journee du len demain, il parut a 
tout Ie monde dans une si grande 
lethargie qu'il etoit incapable de 
prendre aucun parti, quelque choBe' 
qu'on lui propos at," 
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CRAP., comie!, with the French' troOps, retired to Galway. 
XVL Th e great body of the native army, about twenty 
1690.. thousand strong, remained at Limerick., The chief 

defended command there was entrusted to Boisseleau, who un
by the 
Irish alone. derstood the character of the Irish better, and conse-

quently judged them more favourably, than any of his, 
countrymen. In general, the French captains spoke of 
their unfortunate allies with boundless contempt and 
abhorrence, and thus made themselves as hateful as the 
English.* 

Lauzun and Tyrconnel had scarcely departed when 
the advanced guard of William's army came in sight. 
Soon the King himself, accompanied by Auverquerque 
and Ginkell, and escorted by three hundred horse, rode 
forward to examine the fortifications. The city, then 
the second in Ireland, though less altered since that time 
than most large cities in the British isles, has undergone 
a great change. The new town did not then exist. 
The ground now covered by those smooth and broad 
pavements, those. neat gardens, those stately shops flam
ing with red brick, and gay with shawls and china, was 
then an open meadow lying without the walls. The 
city consisted of two parts, which had been designated 
during several .centuries as the English and the Irish 
town. The English town stands on an island surrounded 
by the Shannon, and consists of a knot of antique houses 
with gable ends, crowding thick round a. venerable ca
thedral. The aspect of the streets is such that a tra
veller who wanders through them may easily fancy 
himself in Normandy or Flanders. Not far from the 
cathedral, aI!. ancient castle overgrown with weeds and 
ivy looks down on the river. A narrow and rapid 
stream, over which; in 1690,' there was only a single 
bridge, divides the English town from the quarter 

'" .Desgrigny says of the Irish: pour nous. C'estlanation du'monde 
.. 'Ils sont toujours prets de nous la plus brutale, et qui a Ie moins 
':gorger par l'antipathie qu'ils ont d'humanite." Aug. ij. 1690. 
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anciently occupied by the hovels of the native popilla- CHAP. 

tion. The view from the top of the cathedral now XVL 

extends many miles over a level expanse of rich mould, 169/l 

through which the greatest of Irish rivers winds be-
tween artificial banks. But in the seventeenth cen-
tury those banks had not been constructed ; and that 
wide plain, of which the grass, verdant even beyond the 
verdure of Munster, now feeds some of the finest cattle 
in Europe, was then almost always a marsh and often a 
lake.· 

When it was known that the French troops had 
quitted Limerick, and. that the Irish only remained; the 
general expectation in the English camp was' that the 
city would be an easy conquest.t Noiwas that ex~ 
pectation unreasonable : for even Sarsfield desponded. 
One chance, in his opinion, there still was. William 
had brought with him none but small guns. Several 
large pieces of ordnance, a great quantity of provisions 
and ammunition, and a bridge of tiD. boats, which in the 
watery plain of the Shannon was frequently needed, 
were slowly following from Cashel. If the -guns and 
gunpowder could be intercepted and destroyed, there 
might be some hope. If not, all was lost; and the best 
thing that a brave and high spirited Irish gentleman 
could do was to forget the country which he had in vain 
tried to defend, and to seek in some foreign land a. 
home or a grave. 

A few hours, therefore, after the English tents had Sars1i!lld 

been pitched before Limerick, Sarsfield set forth, under ilii::~ 
cover of the night, with. a strong body of horse and lish arti1-

dragoons. He took the road to Killaloe, and crossed lery. 

'the Shannon there. During the day he lurked with his 
band in a wild mountain tract named- from the silver 
mines which it contains. Those mines had many years 

• Story; Account of the Cities There are some curious old maps of 
In Ireland that are still possessed Limerick in the British Museum. . 
by the Forces of King James, 1690. t Story; Dumont MS. 
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before been worked by English propJ..ietors, with the help 
of engineers and labourers imported from the Continent. 
But, in the rebellion of 1641, the aboriginal population 
had destroyed the works and massacred the workmen; 
nor had the devastation then committed been since 
repaired. In this desolate region Sarsfield found no 
lack of scouts or of guides: for all the peasantry of 
Munster were zealous on his side. He learned in the 
evening that the. detachment which guarded the Eng
·lish artillery had halted for the night about seven miles 
from William's camp, on a pleasant carpet of green 
turf under the ruined walls· of an old castle; that offi· 
cers and men seemed to think themselves perfectly 
secure; that the beasts had been turned loose to graze, 
and that even the sentinels were dozing. When it was 
dark the Irish horsemen quitted their hiding place, and 
were conducted by the people of the country to the 
place where the escort lay sleeping round the guns. 
The surprise was complete. Some of the English 
sprang to their arms and made an attempt to resist, 
but in vain. About sixty fell. One only was taken 
alive. The rest fled. The victorious Irish made a huge 
pile of waggons. and pieces of cannon. Every gun 
was stuffed with powder, and fixed with its mouth in 
the ground; and the whole mass was blown up. The 
solitary prisoner, a lieutenant, was treated with great 
civility by Sarsfield. " If I had failed in this attempt," 
said the gallant Irishman, "I should have been off to 
France." -

Intelligence had been carried to William's head quar
ters that Sarsfield had stolen out of Limerick and was 
ranging the country. The King guessed the design of 
his brave enemy, and sent five hundred horse to pro .. 
tect the guns. Unhappily there was some delay, which 
the English, always disposed to believe the worst of the 
Dutch courtiers, attributed to the negligence or per .. 

• Story; James, ii. 416.; Burnet, ii. 58.; Dumont MS. 
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verseness of Portland. At one i:ri the morning the de- CHAP.. 

tachment set out, but had scarcely left the camp :when .. XVi 

a blaze like lightning and a crash like thunder an- .1690. 
nounced to the wide plain of the ShaMon that all was 
over.· 

Sarsfield had long been the favourite of his coun· 
trymen; and this most seasonable exploit, judiciously 
planned and vigorously executed, raised him still higher 
in their estimation. Their spirits rose; and the be~ 
siegers began to lose heart. William did his best to 
repair his loss. Two of the guns which had been blown 
up were found to be still serviceable. Two more were 
sent for from Waterford. Batteries were constructed 
of small' field pieces, which, though they might have 
been useless against one of the fortresses of Hainault 
or Brabant, made some impression on .the feeble de
fences of Limerick. Several outworks were carried by 
storm; and a breach ,in the rampart of the city began. 
to appear. 

During these operations, the English army was asto- Arrival of 

nished and amused by an incident, which produced ~~b'!::~l 
indeed no very important consequences, but which i],... a~ Lim".

lustrates in the most striking manner the real nature. rIck. 

of Irish Jacobitism. In the first rank of those great 
Celtic. houses, which, down to the close of the reign 
of Elizabeth, bore rule in Ulster, were the O'Don-
nels. The head of that house had yielded to the skill 
and energy of Mountjoy, had kissed the hand of James 
the First, and had consented to exchange the rude in~ 
dependence of a petty prince for an eminently honour-
able place among British subjects. . During a short 
time the vanquislied chief held the rank of an Earl, 
and was the landlord of an immense domain of which 
be had once been the sovereign.. But soon he began to 
suspect the government of plotting against him, and, 
in revenge or in self defence, plotted against the go~ 

• Story; Dumont MS. 
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before been worked by English proprietors, with the help 
of engineers and labourers imported from the Continent. 
But, in the rebellion of 1641, the aboriginal population 
had destroyed the works and massacred the workmen; 
nor had the devastation then committed been since 
repaired. In this desolate region Sarsfield found no 
lack of scouts' or of guides: for all the peasantry of 
Munster were zealous on his side. He learned in the 
evening that the. detachment which guarded the Eng. 
'lish artillery had halted for the night about seven miles 
from William's camp, on a pleasant carpet of green 
turf under the ruined walls of an old castle; that offi· 
cers and men seemed to think themselves perfectly 
secure; that the beasts had been turned loose to graze, 
and that even the sentinels were dozing. When it was 
dark the Irish horsemen quitted their hiding place, and 
were conducted by the people of the country to the 
place where the escort lay sleeping round the guns. 
The surprise was complete. Some of the English 
sprang to their arms and made an attempt to resist, 
but in vain. About sixty fell. One only was taken 
alive. The rest fled. The victorious Irish made a huge 
pile of waggons and pieces of cannon. Every gun 
was stuffed with powder, and fixed with its mouth in 
the ground ; and the whole mass was blown up. The 
solitary prisoner, a lieutenant, was treated with great 
civility by Sarsfield. " If I had failed in this attempt," 
said the gallant Irishman, "I should have been off to 
France." .. 

Intelligence had been carried to William's head quar· 
ters that Sarsfield had stolen out of Limerick and was 
ranging the country. The King guessed the design or 
his brave enemy, and sent five hundred horse to pro .. 
tect the guns. Unhappily there was some delay, which 
the English, always disposed to believe the worst of the 

. Dutch, courtiers, attributed to the negligence or per-
• Story; James, ii. 416.; Burnet, ii. 58.; Dumont MS. 



WlLLlAM Al.'1> MARY.: 611 

verseness of Portland. At one in the morning the de- .CHAP. 

tachment set out, but had scarcely left the camp ':when .XVL 

a blaze like lightning and a crash like thunder an- .1690. 
nounced to the wide plain of the Shannon that all was 
over.-

Sarsfield had long been the favourite of his coun
trymen; and this most seasonable exploit, judiciously 
planned and vigorously executed, raised him still higher 
in their estimation. Their spirits rose; and the be~ 
siegers began to lose heart. William did his best to 
repair his loss. Two of the guns which had been blown 
up were found to be still serviceable. Two more were 
sent for from Waterford. Batteries were constructed 
of small field pieces, which, though they might have 
been useless against one of the fortresses of Hainault 
or Brabant, made some impression on .the feeble de.;. 
fences of Limerick. Several outworks were carried by 
storm; and a breach. in the rampart of the city began 
to appear. 

During these operations, the English army was asto- Arrival ot 
nished and amused by an incident, which produced ~~b~=!l 
indeed no very important consequences, but which j],., a~ Lim!'.

lustrates in the most striking manner the real nature nck. 

of Irish Jacobitism. In the first rank of those great 
Celtic .houses, which, down to tlie close of the reign 
of Elizabeth, bore rule in Ulster, were the O'Don--
nels. The head of that house had yielded to the skill 
and energy of Mountjoy, had kissed the hand of James 
the First, and had consented to exchange the rude in .. 
dependence of a petty prince for an eminently honour-
able place among British subjects. During a short 
time the vanquislied chief held the rank of an Earl, 
and was the landlord of an immense domain of which 
he had once been the sovereign. But soon he ~egan to 
suspect the government of plotting against him, and, 
in revenge or in selfdefence, plotted against the go .. 

• Story; Dumont MS. 
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CHAP. vernment. His schemes failed: he fied to the Conti
XVL nent: his title and his estates were forfeited; and an 

-1690. Anglosaxon colony was planted in the territory which 
he had governed. He meanwhile took refuge at the 
court of Spain. Between that court and the aboriginal 
Irish there had, during the long contest between Phi
lip and Elizabeth, been a close connection. The exiled 
chieftain was welcomed at Madrid as a good Catholic 
flying from heretical persecutors. His illustrious de
scent and princely dignity, w;ru.ch to the English were 
subjects of ridicule, secured to him the respect of the 
Castilian grandees. His honours were inherited by a 
succession of banished men who lived and died far from 
the land where the memory of their family was fondly 
cherished by a rude peasantry, and was kept fresh by 
the songs of minstrels and the tales of begging friars. 
At length, in the eighty third year of the exile of this 
ancient dynasty, it was known ov.er all Europe that the 
Irish were again in arms for their independence. Bal
dearg O'Donnel, who called himself the O'Donnel, a 
title far prouder, in the estimation of his race, than 
any marquisate or dukedom, had been bred in Spain, 
and was· in the service of the Spanish government. He 
requested the permission of that government to repair 
to Ireland. But the House of Austria was now closely 
leagued with England; and the permission was refused. 
The O'Donnel made his escape, and by a circuitous route, 
in the course of which he visited Turkey, arrived at 
Kinsale a few days after James had sailed thence for 
France. The effect produced on the native population 
by the arrival of this solitary wanderer was marvellous. 
Since Ulster had been reconquered by the Englishry, 
great multitudes of the Irish inhabitants of that pro
vince had migrated southward, and were now leading a; 

vagrant life in Conn aught and Munster. These men, 
. accustomed from their infancy to hear of the good old 

times, when the O'Donnel, solemnly inaugurated on the 
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rock of Kilmncrenan by the snccessor of Saint Columb, CHAP. 

governed the mountains of Donegal in defiance of the XVI. 

strangers of the pale, flocked to the standard 'of the 1690. 
restored exile. He was soon at the head of seven or 
eight thousand Rapparees, or, to nse the name peculiar 
to Ulster, Creaghts; and his followers adhered to him 
with a loyalty very different from the languid senti-
ment which the Saxon James had been able to inspire. 
Priests and even Bishops swelled the train of the ad
venturer. He was so :much elated by his reception 
that he sent agents to France, who assured the minis-
ters of Lewis that the O'Donnel would, if furnished 
with arms and ammunition, bring into the field thirty 
thousand Celts from Ulster, and that the Celts of 
Ulster would be found far superior in every military 
quality to those of Leinster, l\funster and Connaught. 
No expression used by Baldearg indicated that he con
sidered himself as a subject. His notion evidently was 
that the House of O'Donne! was as truly and as inde
feasibly royal as the House of Stuart; and not a few 
of his countrymen were of the same mind. He made 
a pompous entrance into Limerick; and his appearance 
there raised the hopes of the garrison to a strange 
pitch. Numerous prophecies were recollected or in
vented. .An O'Donne! with a red mark was to be the 
deliverer o£ his country; and Baldearg meant a red 
mark. .An O'Donne! was to gain a great battle over 
the English near Limerick; and at Limerick the O'Don~ 
net and the English were now brought face to face.'-

While these predictions were eagerly repeated by the ~e be

defenders of the city, evil presages, grounded not on Blegers 

• See the aecount or the O'Don- Story's Impartial History; Macariffi. 
nels in Sir William Betham's Irish Excidium, and Mr. O'Callaghan'1 
Antiquarian Researches. It is strange note; Life of James, ii. 434.; the 
that he makes no mention of Bal,:- . Letter of O'Donnel to Avaux, and 
clearg, whose appearanee in Ireland the Memorial entitled, "Memoire 
is the most extraordinary event in don nee par un homme du Cornte 
thewho1ehistory ofthe race. S~also O'Donnel aM. D'Avaux:" 

. VOL. m. xx 
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CHAP. barparous oracles, but on grave military reasons, began 
x VI. to disturb William and his most experienced officers. 
1690• The blow struck by Sarsfield had told: the artillery 

Buffer !rom had been long in doing its work: that work was even 
the rams. • 

Unsuccess
fill assault 
on Lime
rick. The 
siege 
raised. 

now very Imperfectly done : the stock of powder had 
begun to run low: the autumnal rain had begun to fall; 
The soldiers in the trenches were up to their knees in 
mire. No precaution was neglected: but, though drains 
were dug to carry off the water, and though pewter 
basins of usquebaugh and brandy blazed all night in 
the tents, cases of fever had already occurred; and it 
might well be apprehended that, if the army remained 
but a few days longer on that swampy soil, there would 
be a pestilence more terrible than that which had raged 
twelve months before under the walls of Dundalk. *' A 
council of war was held. It was determined to make one 
great effort, and, if that effort failed, to raise the siege. 

On the twenty seventh of .August, at three in the 
afternoon, the signal was given. Five hundred grena
diers rushed from the English trenches to the COUll

terscarp, fired their pieces, and threw their grenades. 
The Irish fled into the town, and were followed by the 
assailants, who, in the excitement of victory, did not 
wait for orders. Then began a terrible street fight. 
The Irish, as soon as they had recovered from their 
surprise, stood resolutely to their arms; aud the Eng
lish grenadiers, overwhelmed by numbers, were, with 
great loss, dl'iven back to the counterscarp. There the 
struggle was long and desperate. When indeed was 
the Roman Catholic Celt to fight if he did not fight 
on that day? The very women of Limerick mingled 
in the combat, stood firmly under the hottest fire, and 

:flung stones and broken bottles at the enemy. In the 
• The reader will remember Cor- passed in barracks: he was constantly 

poral Trim's explanation of radical listening to the talk of old soldiers 
heat and radical moisture. Sterne who had served under Kiug William, 
is all authority not to be despised Oll and has used their stories like a man 
tbese subject.. His boyhood was of true genius. 
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moment when the conflict was fiercest a mine exploded, CHAP. 

and hurled a fine German battalion into the air. Dur- XVL 

ing four hours the carnage and uproar contiI;lUed. The 1690. 

thick cloud which rose from the breach streamed out 
on the wind for many miles, and disapp~ared behind 
the hills of Clare. Late in the evening the besiegers 
retired slowly and sullenly to their camp. Their hope 
was that a second attack would be made on the mor. 
row; and the soldiers vowed to have the town or die. 
But the powder was now almost exhausted: the rain 
fell in torrents: the gloomy masses of cloud which 
came up from the south west threatened a havoc more 
terrible than that of the sword; and there was reason 
to fear that the roads, which were already deep in mud, 
would soon be in such a state that no wheeled carriage 
could be dragged through them. The King .determined 
to raise the siege, and to move his troops to a healthie~ 
region. He had in truth staid long enough: for it was 
with great difficulty that his guns and waggons were 
tugged away by long teams of oxen.'-

The history of the first siege of Limerick bears, in 
some respects, a remarkable analogy to the history of 
the siege of Londonderry. The southern city was, like 
the northern city, the last asylum of a Church and of ~ 
nation. Both places were crowded by fugitives from 
all parts of Ireland. Both places appeared to men who 
had made a regular study of the art of war incapable 

• Story; William to Waldeck, it The rain which had already fallen 
Sept. 22. 1690; London Gazette, had softened the ways. •• This wa~ 
Sept. 4. Berwick asserts that when one main reason for raising the siege; 
the siege was raised not a drop of for, if we had not, granting the 
rain had fallen during a month, that weather to continue bad, we milst 
none fell during the following three either have taken the town, or of 
weeks, and that William pretended necessity have lost our cannon." 
that the weather was wet merely to Dumont, another eyewitness, says 
hide the shame of his defeat.· Story, that before the siege was raised the 
who waH on the spot, says, tt It was rains had been most violent; that 
cloudy allsbout, and rained very fast, the Shannon was 5wollen; that the 
so that every body began to dread earth was soaked; that the horses 
the consequences of it;" and again, could not keep their feet. 

x·x 2 
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CHAP. of ~esisting an enemy. Both were, ill the moment of 
XVL extreme danger, abandoned by those commanders who 
1690. should have defended them. Lauzun and Tyrconnel 

deserted Limerick as Cunningham and Lundy had 
deserted Londonderry. In both cases, religious and 
patriotic enthusiasm struggled unassisted against great 
odds; and, in both cases, religious and patriotic enthu
siasm did what veteran warriors had pronounced it 

Tyrconnel 
and Lan
Enn go to 
France. 

absurd to attempt. 
It was with no pleasurable emotions that Lauzun and 

Tyrconnellearned at Galway the fortunate issue of the 
conflict in which they had refused to take a part. They 
were weary of Ireland: they were apprehensive that 
their conduct might be unfavourably represented in 
France! they therefore deterIDined to be beforehand 
with their accusers, and took ship together for the Con
tinent. 

Tyrconnel, before he departed, delegated his civil 
authority to one council, and his military authority to 
another. The young Duke of Berwick was declared 
Commander in Chief; but this dignity was merely no
minal. Sarsfield, undoubtedly the first of Irish soldiers, 
was placed last in the list of the councillors to whom 
the conduct of the war was entrusted; and some b~
lieved that he would not have been in the list at all, 
had not the Viceroy feared that the omission of so po
pular ,a name might produce 'a mutiny. 

William William meanwhile had reached Waterford, and had 
~!~~:~o sailed thence for England. Before he embarked, he en

trusted the government of Ireland to three Lords Jus
tices. Henry Sidney, now Viscount Sidney, stood first 
in the commission; and with him were joined Coningsby 
and Sir Charles Porter. Porter had formerly held the 
Great Seal of the kingdom, had, merely because he was 
a Protestant, been deprived of it by James, and had 

. now received it again from the hand of William. 
Reception On the sixth of September the King, after a voyage of 
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twenty four hours, landed at Bristol. Thence he tra- CHAP. 

veIled to London, stopping by the road at the mansions :x VL 

of some great lords; and it was remarked that all those 1690. 

who were thus honoured were Tories. He was enter- of William 

tained one day at Badminton by the Duke of Beaufort, inEDgland. 

who was supposed to have brought himself with great 
difficulty to take the oaths, and on a subsequent day at 
a large house near Marlborough, which, in our own time, 
before the great revolution produced by railways, was. 
renowned as one of the best inns in England, but which, 
in the seventeenth century, was a seat of the Duke of 
Somerset. William was every where received with 
marks of respect and joy. His campaign indeed had 
not ended quite so prosperously as it had begun; but 
on the whole his success had been great beyond ex .. 
pectation, and had fully vindicated the wisdom of his. 
resolution to command his army in person. The sack 
of Teignmouth too was fresh in the minds of English-
men, and had for a time reconciled all but the most 
fanatical J acobites to each other and to the throne. 
The magistracy and clergy of the capital repaired to. 
Kensington with thanks and congratulations. The. 
people rang bells and kindled bonfires. For the Pope,. 
whom good Protestants had been accustomed to im-: 
molate, the French King was on this occasion substi~ 
tuted, probably by way of retaliation for the insults 
which had been offered to the effigy of William by the 
Parisian populace. A waxen figure, which was doubt. 
less a hideous caricature of the most graceful and ma· 
jestic of princes, was dragged about Westminster in a 
chariot. Above was inscribed, in large letters, "Lewis 
the greatest tyrant of fourteen." After the procession, 
the image was committed to the flames, amidst loud 
huzzas, in the middle Qf Covent Garden.-

• London Gazette, September 11. ing of Covent Garden as it appeared 
1690; Narcissus Luttrell's Diary. on this night. 
I have seen a contemporary engrav-

:II: x 8 
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CHAP. When William arrived in London, the expedition 
XVI. destined for Cork was ready to sail from Portsmouth, 
1690. . and Marlborough had been some time on board waiting 

Expedition for a fair wind. He was accompanied by Grafton. 
~o!~: of This young man had been, immediately after the depar
Ireland. ture of James, and while the throne was still vacant, 

named by William Colonel of the First Regiment of Foot 
Guards. The Revolution had scarcely been consum
mated, when signs of disaffection began to appear in 
that regiment, the most important, both because of its 
peculiar duties and because of its numerical strength, 
of all the regiments in the army. It was thought that 
the Colonel had not put this bad spirit down with a 
sufficiently firm hand. He was known not to be per
fectly satisfied With the new arrangement: he had 
voted for a. Regency; and it was ru1noured, perhaps 
without reason, that he had dealings with Saint Ger
mains. The honourable and lucrative command to 
which he had just been appointed was taken from him.*' 
Though severely mortified, he behaved like a man of 
sense and spirit. Bent on proving that he had been 
wrongfully suspected, and animated by an honourable 
ambition' to dis~inguish himself in his profession, he 
obtained permission to serve as a volunteer under Marl
borough in Ireland. 

At length, on.the eighteenth of September,.the wind 
changed. The fleet stood out to sea, and on the twenty 
first appearEld before the harbour of Cork. The troops 
landed, and were speedily joined by the Duke of Wir
temberg, with several reginlents, Dutch, Danish, and 
French, detached from the army which had lately be
sieged Limerick. The Duke immediately put forward 
a claim which, if the English general had not been a 
man of excellent judgment and 'temper, :might have been 

. fatal to the expedition. His Highness contended that, 

"" Van Citters to the States General, March H. 16S!}. 
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as a, prince of a,- sovereign house, he was entitled to CHAP. 

o command in chief. Marlborough calmly and politely XVL 

showed that the pretence was unreasonable. A dispute 1690. 
followed, in which it is said that the German behaved 
with rudeness, and the Englishman with that gentle 
firmness to which, more perhaps than even to his great 
abilities, he owed his success in life. At length a Hu~ 
guenot officer suggested a compromise. Marlborough 
consented to waive part of his rights, and to allow pre
cedence to the Duke on the alternate days. The first 
morning on which Marlborough had the command, he 
gave the word" Wirtemberg." The Duke's heart was 
won by this compliment; and on the next day he gave 
the word" Marlborough." 

But, whoever might give the word, genius asserted its l\Iarl

indefeasible superiority. Marlborough was on every day ~O:~:~~rk. 
the real general. Cork was vigorously attacked. Outwork 
after outwork was rapidly carried. Izi. forty eight hours 
all was over. The traces of the short struggle may still 
be seen. The old fort, where the Irish made the hardest 
fight, lies in ruins. The Doric Cathedral, so ungrace-
fully joined to the ancient tower, stands on the site of 
a Gothic edifice which was shattered by the English' 
cannon. Izi. the neighbouring churchyard is still shown 
the spot where stood, during many ages, one of those 
round towers which have perplexed antiquaries. This 
venerable monument shared the fate of the neighbour-
ing church. On another spot, which is now called the 
Mall, and is lined by the stately houses of banking com-
panies, railway companies, and insurance companies, 
but which was then a bog known by the name of the 
Rape Marsh, four English regiments, up to the shoulders 
in water, advanced gallantly to the assault. Grafton, 
ever foremost in danger, while struggling through the 
quagmire, was struck by a shot from the ramparts, and 
was carried back dying. The place where he fell, then 
about a hundred yards without the city, but now situated 

X:It 40 
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in the very centre of business and population, is still 
called Grafton Street. The assailants had made their 
way through the SWaIi1p, and the close fighting was just 
about to begin, when a parley was beaten. Articles 
of capitulation were 'speedily adjusted. The garrison, 
between four and' five thousand fighting men, became 
prisoners. Marlborough promised to intercede with 
the King both for them and for the inhabitants, and 
to p:r:event outrage and spoliation. His troops he suc
ceeded in restraining: but crowds of sailors and camp 
followers came into the city through the breach; and 
the houses of many Roman Catholics were sacked be
fore order was restored. 

No commander has ever understood better' than 
Marlborough how to improve a victory. A few hours 
after Cork had fallen, his cavalry were on the road to 
Kinsale. A trumpeter was sent to summon the place. 
The Irish threatened to hang him for bringing such a 
message, set fire to the town, and retired into two forts 
called the Old and the New. The English horse arrived 
just in time to extinguish the flames. Marlborough 
speedily followed with his infantry. The Old Fort was 
scaled; and four hundred and fifty men who defended 
it were all killed or taken. The New Fort it was neces
sary to attack in a more methodical way. Batteries were 
planted: trenches were opened: mines were sprung: in 
a fe:w days the besiegers were masters of the counter
scarp; and all was ready for storming, when the gover
-nor offered to capitulate. The garrison, twelve hundred 
strong, was suffered to retire to Limerick; but the 
conquerors took possession of the stores, which were of 
considerable value. Of all the Irish ports Kinsale was 
the best situated for intercourse with France. Here, 
therefore, was a plenty unknown in any other part of 
Munster. At Limerick bread and wine were luxuries 
which generals and plivy councillors were not always 
able to procure. But in the New Fort of Kinsale Marl. 
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. borough found a thousand ban'els of wheat and'eighty CHAP. 
pipes of claret. XVI. 

His success had been complete and rapid; and indeed, 1690. 
had it not been rapid, it would not have been complete. 
His campaign, short as it was, had been long enough 
to allow time for the deadly work which, in that age, 
the moist earth and air of Ireland seldom failed, in 
the autumnal season, to perform on English soldiers. 
The malady which had thinned the ranks of Schom. 
berg's army at Dundalk, and which had compelled 
William to make a hasty retreat from the estuary of 
the Shannon, had begUn to appear at Kinsale. Quick 
and vigorous as Marlborough's operations were, he lost 
a much greater number of men by disease than by the 
fire of the enemy. He presented himself at Kensington 
only five weeks after he had sailed from Portsmouth, 
and was most graciously received. "No officer living," 
said William, "who has seen so little service as my 
Lord Marlborough, is so fit for great commands."" 

In Scotland, as in Ireland, the aspect of things had, Affairs of 

during this memorable summer, changed greatly for Scotland. 

the better. That club of discontented Whigs which 
had, in the preceding year, ruled the Parliament, brow-
beaten the ministers, refused the supplies and stopped 
the signet, had sunk under general contempt, and had 
at length ceased to exist. There was harmony between 
the Sovereign and the Estates; and the long contest. 
between two forms of ecclesiastical government had 
been terminated in the only way compatible with. the 
peace and prosperity of the country. 

This· happy turn in affairs is to be chiefly ascribed Intrignes 

to the errors of the perfidious, turbulent and revenge- :~!';t
ful Montgomery. Some weeks after the close of that wJithbt!.e 

aco .tes. 

• As to Marlborougq's expedition, 1690; Monthly Mercury for Nov. 
see Story's Impartial History; the 1690; History of King William, 
Life of James, ii. 419, 420,; Lon- 1702; Burnet, ii. 60.; the Life of 
don Gazette, OCI. 6. 13. 16. 27,80. Joseph Pike. a Quaker of Cork. 
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session during which he had exercised a boundless al1-
thority over the Scottish Parliament, he went to Lon
don with his two principal confederates, the Earl of 
Annandale and the Lord Ross. The three had an au
dience of William, and presented to him a manifesto 
setting forth what they demanded for the public. They 
would very soon have changed their tone if he would 
have granted what they demanded for themselves. But 
he resented their conduct deeply, and was determined 
not to pay them for annoying him. The reception 
which he gave them convinced them that they had no 
favour to expect. Montgomery's passions were fierce: 
his wants were pressing: he was miserably poor; and, 
if he could not speedily force himself into a lucrative 
office, he would be in danger of rotting in a gaol. 
Since his services were not likely to be bought by Wil
liam, they must be offered to James. A broker was 
easily found. Montgomery was an old acquaint~ce 
of Ferguson. The two traitors soon understood each 
other. They were kindred spirits, differing widely in 
intellectual power, but equally vain, restless, false and 
malevolent. Montgomery was introduced to Neville 
Payne, one of the most adroit and resolute agents of 
the exiled family. Payne had been long well known 
about town as a dabbler in poetry and politics. He had 
been an intimate friend of the indiscreet and unfortu
nate Coleman, and had been committed to N ewgate as 
an accomplice in the Popish plot. His moral character 
had not stood high: but he soon had an opportunity of 
proving that he possessed courage and fidelity worthy 
of a better cause than that of James and of a better 
associate than :Montgomery. 

The negotiation speedily ended in a treaty of alliance. 
Payne confidently promised Montgomery, not merely 
pardon, but riches, power and dignity. Montgomery as 
confidently undertook to induce the Parliament of Scot~ 
land to . recall the rightful King. Ross and Annandale 
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readily agreed to whatever their able and active col- CHAP. 

league proposed. An adventurer, who was sometimes XVI. 

called Simpson and sometimes Jones, who was perfectly 1690: 

willing to serve or to betray any government for hire, 
and who received wages at once from Portland and 
from Neville Payne, undertook to carry the offers of the 
Club to James. Montgomery and his two noble ac
complices returned to Edinburgh, and there proceeded 
to form a. coalition with their old enemies, the defenders 
of prelacy and of arbitrary power.'" 

The Scottish opposition, strangely made up of tw6 W:ar ill the 

factions, one zealous for bishops, the other zealous for HIghlands. 

synods, one hostile to all liberty, the other impatient 
of all government, flattered itself during a short time 
with hopes that the civil war would break out in the 
Highlands with redoubled fury. But those hopes were 
disappointed. In the spring of 1690 an officer named 
Buchan arrived in Lochaber from Ireland. He bore 
a commission which appointed him general in. chief 
of all the forces which were in arms for King James 
thro~ghout the kingdom of Scotland. Cannon, who 
had, since the death of Dundee, held the :first post and 
had proved himself un:fit for it; became second in com .. 
mand. Little however was gained by the change. It 
was no elIsy matter to induce the Gaelic princes to 
renew the war. Indeed, but for the influence and .elo-
quence of Lochiel, not a. sword would have been drawn 
for the House of Stuart. He, with some difficulty, 
persuaded the chieftains, who had, in the preceding 
year, fought at Killiecrankie, to come to a resolution 
that, before the end of the summer, they would muster 
all their followers and march into the Lowlands. In 
the mean time twelve hundred mountaineers of different 
tribes were placed under the orders of Buchan, who 

• Balcarras; Annandale's Con- Payne, see the Second Modest In
fession in the Leven lind Melville quiry into the Cause of the present 
I'apers; Hurnet, ii. 35. As to Disasters, 1690. 
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und~rtook, with this force, to keep the English garri
sons in constant alarm by feints and incursions, till the 
season for more important operations should arrive. 
He accordingly marched into Strathspey. But all his 
plans were speedily disconcerted by the boldness and 
dexterity of Sir Thomas Livingstone, who held Inver
ness for King William. Livingstone, gUided and as
sisted by the Grants, who were firmly attached to the 
new government, came, with a strong body of cavalry 
and dragoons, by forced marches and through arduous 
defiles, to .the place where the Jacobites had taken up 
their quarters. . He reached the camp fires at dead of 
night. The first alarm was given by the rush of the 
horses over the· terrified . sentinels into the midst of 
the crowd of Celts who lay sleeping in their plaids. 
Buchan escaped bareheaded and without his sword. 
Cannon .. ran away in his shirt. The conquerors lost 
not a man. Four hundred Highlanders were killed or 
taken. The rest :fled to their hills and mists .... 

This event put an end to all thoughts of civil war. 
The gathering which had been planned for the summer 
never took place. Lochiel, even if he had been will
ing, was not able to sustain any longer the falling 
cause. He had been laid on his bed by a mishap which 
would alone suffice to show how little could be effected 
by a confederacy of the petty kings of the mountains. 
At a consultation of the Jacobite leaders, a gentleman 
from the Lowlands spoke with severity of those syco
phants who had changed their religion to curry favour 
with King James. Glengarry was one of those people 
who think it dignified to suppose that e"ery body is 
always insulting them. He took it into his head that 
some allusion to himself was meant. " I am as good a 
Protestant as you;" he. cried, and added a word not to 

• Balcarras; Mackay's Memoirs; port, dated May 1.;oLondon Ga
History of the late Revolution in zette, May 12. 1690. 
Scotland, 1690. "Livingstone's Re· 
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be patiently borne by a man of spirit. In a moment CHAP. 

both swords were out. Lochiel thrust himself between XVI. 

the combatants, and, while forcing them asunder, re- J690. 
ceived a wound which was at first believed to be 
mortal.· 

So effectually had the spirit of the disaffected clans ~opt w.n
been cowed that :Mackay marched unresisted from liam bruit. 

Perth into Lochaber, fixed his head quarters at Inver-
lochy, and proceeded to execute his favourite design of 
erecting at that place a fortress which might overawe 
the mutinous Camerons and Macdonalds. In a few 
days the walls were raised: the ditches were sunK: the 
palisades were fixed: demiculverins from a ship of war 
were ranged along the parapets; and the general de-
parted, leaving an officer named Hill in command of a 
sufficient garrison. Within the defences there was 
no want of oatmeal, red herrings, and beef i and there 
was rather a superabundance of brandy. The new 
stronghold, which, hastily and rudely as it had been 
constructed, seemed doubtless to the people of the 
neighbourhood the most stupendous work that power 
and science united had ever produced, was named Fort 
William in honour of the King.t 

By this time the Scottish Parliament had reassembled Meeting of 

at Edinburgh. William had found it no easy matter ~~~: 
to decide what course should be taken with that ca- liament. 

pricious and unruly body. The English Conimons had 
sometimes put him out of temper. Yet they had 
granted him millions, and had never asked from him 
such concessions as had been imperiously demanded by 
the Scottish legislature, which could give him little and 
had given him nothing. The English statesmen with 

. • History of the late Revolution 
in Scotland, 1690. 

t Mackay's Memoirs and Letters 
to Hamilton"of June 20. and 24.. 
1690; Colonel Hill to Melville, 
July 10 ... 26.; London Gazette, 

July 17. 21. As to Inverlochy, see 
among the Culloden papers, a plan 
for preserving the peace of the High
lands, drawn up, at this time, by the 
father of President Forbes. 
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CHAP. wh~m he had to delll did not generally stand or deserve 
.XVI. to stand high ill his esteem. Yet few of them were so 
1690. utterly false and shameless as the leading Scottish poli-

ticians. H8milton was, in morality and honour, rather 
above than below his fellows; and even Hamilton was 
fickle, false and greedy. "I wish to heaven," Wil
liam was once provoked into exclaiming, "that Scot
land were a thousand miles off, and that the Duke of 
Hamilton were King of it. Then I should be" rid of 
them both." 

MelviIle After much deliberation William determined to send 
~~:,!~h Melville down to Edinburgh as Lord High Commis
sioner. 

The go. 
V<;lrnment 
obtains a 
majority. 

sioner. Melville was not a great statesman: he was 
not a great orator: he did not look or move like the 
representative of royalty: his character was not of 
,more than standard purity; and the standard of purity 
among Scottish senators was not high: but he was by 
no means deficient in prudence or temper; and he 
succeeded, on the whole, better than a man of much 
higher qualities might have done. 

During the first days of the Session, the friends of 
the government desponded, and the chiefs of the oppo
sition were sanguine. Montgomery's head, though by 
no means a weak· one, had been turned by the triumphs 
of the preceding year. He believed that his intrigues 
and his rhetoric had completely subjugated the Estates. 
It seemed to him impossible that, having exercised a 
boundless empire in the Parliament House when the 
Jacobites were absent, he should be defeated when they 
were present, and ready to support whatever he pro
posed. He had not indeed found it easy to prevail on 
them to attend: for they could not take their seats 
without takiDg the oaths. A few of them had some 
slight scruple of conscience ab.out forswearing them
selves; and many, who did not know what a scruple of 

. conscience meant, were apprehensive that they might 
offend the rightful King by vowing fealty to the actual 
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King. Some Lords, however, who were supposed to be 
in the confidence of James, asserted that, to their know~ 
ledge, he wished his friends to perjure themselves; and 
this assertion induced most of the Jacobites, with Bal
carras at their head, to be guilty of perfidy aggravated 
by impiety.· 

It soon appeared, however, that Montgomery's faction, 
even with this reinforcement, was no longer a majority 
of the legislature. For every .supporter that he had 
gained he had lost two. He had committed an error 
which has more than once, in British history, been fatal 
to great parliamentary leaders. He had imagined that, 
as soon as he chose to coalesce with those to whom he 
had recently been opposed, all his followers would imi
tate his example. He soon found t4at it was much 
easier to inflame animosities than to appease them. The 
great body of Whigs and Presbyterians shrank from the 
fellowship of the Jacobites. Some waverers were pur
chased by the government; nor was the purchase ex
pensive; for a sum which would hardly be missed in the 
English Treasury was immense in the estimation of the 
needy barons of the North. t Thus the scale was turned; 
and, in the Scottish Parliaments of that age, the turn 
of the scale was every thing: the tendency of majorities 
was always to increase, the tendency of minorities to 
diminish. 

The first question on which a vote was taken related 
to the election for a borough. The ministers carried 
their point by six voices.t In an instant every thing was 
changed: the spell was broken: the Club, from being 
a bugbear, became a laughingstock: the timid and the 
venal passed over in crowds from the weaker to the 
stronger side. It was in vain that the opposition at
tempted to revive the .disputes of the preceding year 

• Balcarras. Leven and Melville Papers. 
t See the instructions to the t Dalcarras. 

Lord Higb Commissioner in the 
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Th~ King had wisely authorised Melville to give up the 
Committee of Articles. The Estates, on the other hand, 
showed no disposition to pass another Act of Incapaci
tation, to censure the government for opening the Courts 
of Justice, or to question the right of the Sovereign to 
name the J udges.An extraordinary supply was voted, 
small, according to the notions of English financiers, 
but large for the means of Scotland. The sum granted 
was a hundred and sixty two thousand pounds sterling, 
to be raised in the course of four years.'" 

The J acobites, who found that they had forsworn 
themselves to no purpose, sate, bowed down by shame 
and writhing with vexation, while Montgomery, who 
had deceived himself and them, and who, in his rage, 
had utterly lost, not indeed his parts and his fluency, 
but all decol'UID, and se].fcommand, scolded like a wa
terman on the Thames, and was answered with equal 
asperity and even more than equal ability by Sir John 
Da'lrymple. t 

The most important acts of this Session were those 
which fixed the ecclesiastical constitution of Scotland. 
By the Claim of Right it had been declared that the 
authority of Bishops was an insupportable grievance; 
and William, by accepting the Crown, had bound him
self not to uphold an institution condemtled by the very 
instrument on which his title to the Crown depended. 
But the Claim of Right had not defined the form of 
Church government which was to be substituted for 
episcopacy; and, during the stormy Session held in the 
summer of 1689, the violence of the Club had made le
gislation impossible. During many months therefore 
every thing had been in confusion. One polity had been 
pulled down; and no other polity had been set up. In 
the Western Lowlands, the beneficed clergy had been 
so effectually rabbled, that scarcely one of them had re
mained at his post. In Berwickshire, the three Lothians 

• Act. ParL June 7. 1690. t Balcarras. 
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and Stirlingshire, most of the curates had been removed 
by the Privy Council for not obeying that vote of the 
Convention which had directed all ministers of parishes, 
on pain of deprivation, to proclaim • William and Mary 
King and Queen of Scotland. Thus, throughout a 
great part of the realm, there was no public worship 
except what was performed by Presby1;erian divines,. 
who sometimes officiated in tents, and sometimes, with
out any legal right, took posse,ssion of the churches. 
But there were large districts, especially on the north 
of the Tay, where the people had no strong feeling 
against episcopacy; and there were many priests who 
were not disposed to lose their manses and stipends for 
the sake of King James. Hundreds of the old curates, 
therefore, having been neither hunted by the populace 
nor deposed by the Council, still performed their spiri
tual functions. Every minister was, during this time of 
transition, free to conduct She service and to admiIP.ster 
the sacraments as he thought :fit. There was no con
trolling authority. The legislature had taken away 
the jurisdiction of Bishops, and had not established the 
jurisdiction of Synods.-

To put an end to this anarchy was one of the :first 
duties of the Parliament. Melville had, with the pow .. 
erful assistance of Carstairs, obtained, in spite of the 
remonstrances of English Tories, authority to assent 
to such ecclesiastical arrangements as might satisfy the 
Scottish nation. One of the :first laws which the Lord 
Commissioner touched with the sceptre repealed the 
Act of Supremacy. He next gave the royal assent to 
a law enacting that those Presbyterian divines who had 
been pastors of parishes in the days of the Covenant, 
and had, after the Restoration, been ejected for refusing 
to acknowledge episcopal authority, should be restored: 
The number ofthose pastors had originally been about 

• Faithful Contendings Dis- flicted Episcopal Clergy in Scotlan( 
played; Case of the present Af- 1690; , 
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three hundred and fifty: but not more than sixty were 
stillliving.* 

The Estates then proceeded to fix the national creed. 
The Confession of Faith drawn up by the Assembly of . 
Divines .at Westminster, the Longer and Shorter Ca
techism, and the Directory, were considered by every 
good Presbyterian as the standards of orthodoxy; and 
it was hoped that the legislature would recognise them 
as such. t This hope, h<?wever, was in part disappointed. 
The Confession was read at length, amidst much yawn
ing, and adopted without alteration. But, when it was 
proposed that the Catechisms and the Directory should 
be taken into consideration, the ill humour of the au
dience broke forth into murmurs. For that love of long 
sermons which was strong in the Scottish commonalty 
was not shared by the Scottish aristocracy. The Par
liament had already been listening during three hours 
to dry theology, and was not inclined to hear any thing 
more about original sin and ~lection. The Duke of Ha
milton said that the Estates had. already done all that 
was essential. They had given their sanction to a digest 
of the great principles of Christianity. The rest might 
well be left to the Church. The weary majority eagerly 
assented, in spite of the muttering of some zealous Pres
byterian ministers who had been admitted to hear the 
debate, and who could sometimes hardly restrain them
selves from taking part in it.t 

The memorable law which fixed the ecclesiastical 
constitution of Scotland was brought in by the Earl of 
Sutherland. By this law the synodical polity was re
established. The rule of the Church was entrusted to 

.. Act. ParI. April 25. 1690. 
t See the Humble Address of the 

Presbyterian Ministers and Pro
fessors of the Church of Scotland to 
His Grace His Majesty's High Com
missioner and to the Right Honour
able the Estates of Parliament. 

t See the Account of th~ lat£: 
Establishment of Presbyterian Go
vernment by the Parliament of Scot
land, Anno 1690. This is an Epi
scopalian narrative. Act. ParL May 
26. 1690. 



the sixty ejected ministers who had just been restored, 
and to such other persons, whether ministers or elders, 
as the Sixty should think fit to admit to a participation 
of power. The Sixty and their nominees were -autho
rised to visit all the parishe~ in the kingdom, and to 
tum out all ministers who were deficient in abilities, 
scandalous in morals, or unsound, in faith. Those pa
rishes which had, during the interregnum, been de
serted by their pastors, or, in plain words, those parishes 
of which the pastors had been rabbled, were declared 
vacant.-

To the clause which reestablished synodical govern~ 
ment no serious opposition appears to have been made. 
But three days were spent in discussing the. questioll 
whether the Sovereign should h:we power to convoke 
and to dissolve ecclesiastical assemblies; and the point 
was at last left in dangerous ambiguity. So;meother 
clauses were long and vehemently debated. It was 
said that the immense power given to the Sixty was in~ 
compatible with the fundamental principle of the polity 
which the Estates were about to set up. That principle 
was that all presbyters were equal, and that there ought 
to be no order of ministers of religion superior to the 
order of presbyters. What did it matter whether the 
Sixty WElre called prelates or not, if they were to lord it 
with lllore than prelatical authority over God's heritage? 
To the I!-rgument that the proposed arrangement was, 
ip the very peculiar circumstances of the Church, the 
most convenient that could be made, the objectors re
plied that such reasoning might suit the mouth of an 
Erastian, but that aU orthodox Presbyterians held the 
parity of ministers to be ordained by Christ, and that, 
where Christ had spoken, Christians were not at liberty 
to consider what was convenient. t 

• Act. Pari. June 7. 1690. in a Letter from a Person in Edin
t An Historical Relation of the burgh to his Friend in London. 

late Presbyterian Gellcral Assembly London, licensed April 20. 1691. 
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With much greater warmth and much stronger reason 
the minority attacked the clause which sanctioned the 
lawless acts of the Western fanatics. Surely, it was 
said, 8; rabbled curate might well be left to the severe 
scrutiny ()f the sixty Inquisitors. If he was deficient 
in parts or learning, if he was loose in life, if he was 
heterodox in doctrine, those stern judges would not fail 
to· detect and to depose him. They would probably 
think a game at bowls, a prayer borrowed from the 
English Liturgy, or a sermon in which the slightest 
taint of Arminianism could be discovered, a sufficient 
reason for pronouncing his benefice vacant. Was it not 
monstrous, after constituting a tribunal from which he 
could scarcely hope for bare justice, to condemn him 
without allowing him to appear even before that tri
bunal, to condemn him without a trial, to condemn him 
Without an accusation? Did ever any grave senate, 
since the beginning of the world, treat a man as a 
criminal merely because he had been robbed, pelted, 
hustled, dragged through snow and mire, and threat
ened with death if he returned to the house which was 
his by law? The Duke of Hamilton, glad to have so 
good an opportunity of attacking the new Lord Com
missioner, spoke· with great vehemence against this 
odious clause. We are told that no attempt was made 
to answer him; and, though those who tell us so were 
zealous Episcopalians, we may easily believe their re
port: for what answer was it possible to return? 
Melville, on whom the chief responsibility lay, sate on 
the throne in profound silence through the whole of 
this tempestuous debate. It is probable that his con
duct was determined by considerations which prudence 
and shame prevented him from explaining. The state 
of the southwestern shires was such that it would have 
been impossible to put the rabbled ministers in posses, 
sion of their dwellings and churches without employjng 
a military force, without garrisoning every manse, with-



out, placing gtiardsrourid every pulpit, and without 
handing over some ferocious enthusiasts to the Provost 
Marshal; and it would be no easy task for the govern
ment to keep down by the sword at once the J acobites 
of the Highlands and the Covenanters of the Lowland& 
The majority, 'having made up their 'minds for reasons 
which could not well be produced, became s:lamorous 
for the question. "No more debate," was the cry: 
" We have heard enough: a vote! a vote! " The ques
tion was put according to the Scottish form, "Approve 
or not approve the article?" Hamilton insisted that 
the question should be, "Approve or not approve the 
rabbling ?" Mter much altercation, he. was overruled, 
and the clause passed. Only fifteen or sixteen members 
voted with him. He warmly and loudly exclaimed, 
amidst much angry interruption, that he was sorry to 
see a Scottish Parliament disgrace itself by such ini
quity. He then left the house with several of his 
friends. It is impossible not to sympathize with the 
indignation which he expressed. Yet we ought to re
member that it is the nature of injustice to generate 
injustice. There are wrongs which it is almost impos
sible to repair without committing other wrongs; and 
such a wrong had been done to the people of Scotland 
in the preceding generation. It was because the Par
liament of the Restoration had legislated in insolent 
defiance of the sense of the nation that the Parliament 
of the Revolution had to abase itself before the mob. 

When Hamilton and his adherents had retired, one 
of the preachers who had been admitted to the hall 
called out to the members who were near him; "Fie! 
Fie! Do not lose time. Make haste, and get all over 
before he comes back." This advice was taken. Four 
or five sturdy Prelatists staid to give a last vote against 
Presbytery. Four or five equally sturdy Covenanters 
staid to mark their dislike of what seemed to them a 
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compromise between the Lord and Baal. But the Act 
was passed by an overwhelming majority." 

Two supplementary Acts speedily followed. One of 
them, now happily repealed, required every officebearer 
in every University of Scotland to sign the Confession 
of Faith and to give in his adhesion to the new form of 
Church government. t The other settled the important 
and delicate question of patronage. Knox had, in the 
First Book of Discipline, asserted the right of every 
Christian congregation to choose its own pastor. Mel
ville had not, in the Second Book of Discipline, gone 
quite so far: but he had declared that no pastor could 
lawfully be forced on an unwilling congregation. Pa
tronage had been abolished by a Covenanted Parliament 
in 1649, and restored bya Royalist Parliament in 1661. 
·What ought to be done in 1690 it was no easy matter 
to decide. Scarcely any question seems to have caused 
so much anxiety to William. He had, in his private 
instructions, given the Lord Commissioner authority to 
assent to the abolition of patronage, if nothing else 
would satisfy the Estates. But this authority was most 
unwillingly given; and the King hoped that it would 
not be used. "It is," he said, "the taking of men's 
property'!' Melville succeeded in effecting a compro
mise. Patronage was abolished; but it was enacted 
that every patron should receive six hundred marks 
Scots, equivalent to about thirty five pounds sterling, 
as a compensation for his rights. The sum seems ludi
crously small. Yet, when the nature of the property 
and the poverty of the country are considered, it may 
be doubted whether a patron would have made much 
more by going into the market. The largest sum that 
any member ventured to propose was nine hundred 
marks, little more than fifty pounds sterling. The 

• Account of the late Establish- land, 1690. 
ment of the Presbyterian Govern- t Act. ParI. July 4. 1690. 
ment by the Parliament of Scot-
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right of proposing a minister was given to a parochial CHAP. 

council consisting of the Protestant landowners and XVI. 

the elders. The congregation might object to the per- 1690-

son proposed; and the Presbytery was to judge of the 
objections. This arrangement did not give to the peo-
ple all the power to which even the Second Book of 
Discipline had declared that they were entitled. But 
the odious name of patronage was taken away: it was 
probably thought that the elders and landowners of a 
parish would seldom persist in nominating a person to 
whom the majority of the congregation had strong ob
jections; and indeed it does not appear that, -while the 
Act of 1690 continued in force, the peace of the Church 
was ever broken by disputes such as produced the 
schisms of 1732, of 1756, and of 1843.· 

Montgomery had done all in his power to prevent ,-!,~e eoa

the Estates from settling the ecclesiastical polity of ~::n ~~~ 
the realm. He had incited the zealous Covenanters Club and 

to demand what he knew that the government would t~~~: 
never grant. He had protested against all Erastian- solved. 

ism, against all compromise. Dutch Presbyterianism, 
he said, would not do for Scotland. She must have 
again the system of 164~. That system was deduced 
from the Word of God: it was the most powerful check 
that had ever been devised on the tyranny of wicked 
kings; and it ought to be restored without addition. or 
diminution. His Jacobite allies could not conceal their 
disgust and mortification at hearing him hold such 
language, and were by no means satisfied with the 
explanations which he gave them in private. While 
they were wrangling with him on this subject, a mes-
senger arrived at Edinburgh with important despatches 
from James and from Mary of Modena. These de
spatches had been written in the confident expectation 
that the large promises of Montgomery would be ful· 

• Act. rarl July 19. 1690; Lockhart to Melville, April 29- ]690. 
y y 4 
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filled, and that the Scottish Estates would, under his 
dexterous management, declare for the rightful Sove~ 
reign agamst the Usurper. James was so grateful for 
the unexpected support of his old enemies, that he en" 
tirely forgot the services and disregarded the feelings 
of his old friends. The three chiefs of the Club, rebels 
and Puritans as they were, had become his favourites. 
Annandale was to be a Marquess, Governor of Edin
burgh Castle, and Lord High Commissioner. Mont
gomery was to be Earl of Ayr and Secretary of State. 
Ross was to be an Earl and to command the guards. 
An unprincipled lawyer named James Stewart, whQ 
had been deeply concerned in Argyle's insurrection, 
who had changed sides and supported the dispensing 
power, who had then changed sides a second time and 
concurred in the Revolution, and who had now changed 
sides a third time and was scheming to bring about a 
Restoration, was to be Lord Advocate. The Privy 
Council, the Court of Session, .the army, were to be 
filled with Whigs. A Council of Five was appointed, 
which all loyal subjects were to obey; and in this 
Council Annandale, Ross and Montgomery formed the 
majority. Mary of Modena informed Montgomery that 
five thousand pounds sterling had been remitted to 
his order, and that five thousand more would soon 
follow. It was impossible that Balcarras and those 
who had acted with him should not bitterly resent the 
manner in which they were treated. Their names were 
not even mentioned. All that they had done and 
suffered seemed to have faded from their master's 
mind. He had now given them fair notice that, if they 
should, at the hazard of their lands and lives, succeed 
in restoring. him, all that he had to give would be 
given to those who had deposed him. They too, when 
they read his letters, knew, what he did not know 
when the letters were written, that he had been duped 
by the confident boasts and promises of the apostate 
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Whigs. He imagined that the Club was omnipotent CHAP. 

at Edinburgh; and, in truth, the Club had become a XVI. 

mere byword of contempt. The Tory Jacobites easily 1690. 

found pretexts for refusing to obey the Presbyterian 
Jacobites to whom the banished King had delegated 
his authority. They complained that Montgomery 
had not shown them all the despatches which he had 
received. They affected to suspect that he had tam~ 
pered with the seals. He called God Almighty to wit-
ness that the suspicion was unfounded. But oaths 
were very naturally regarded as insufficient guarantees 
by men who had just been swearing allegiance to a 
King against whom they were conspiring. There was 
a violent outbreak of passion on both sides: the coa-
lition was dissolved: the papers were flung into the -
:fire; and, in a few days, the infamous triumvirs who 
had been, in the short space of a year,. violent William-
ites and violent Jacobites, became Williamites again, 
and attempted to make their peace with the government 
by accusing each other.· 

Ross was the :first who turned informer. After the The chiefs 

fashion of the school in which he had been bred, he ~!:~~~~ 
committed this base action with all the forms of sanctity. other. 

He pretended to be greatly troubled in mind, sent for 
a celebrated Presbyterian minister named Dunlop, and 
bemoaned himself piteously: "There is a load on my 
conscience: there is a secret which I know that I ought 
to disclose: but I cannot bring myself to do it." Dun~ 
lop prayed long and fervently: Ross groaned and wept: 
at last it seemed that heaven had been stormed by the 
violence of supplication: the truth came out, and many 
lies with it. The divine and the penitent then re~ 
turned thanks together. Dunlop went with the news to 
Melville. Ross set off for England to make his peace 
at court, and performed his journey in safety, though 

• Balcarras; Confessioll of Anllandale in the Leven and .Melville 
Papers. 
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some of his accomplices, who had heard of his repen
tance, but had be.en little edified by it, had laid plans 
for cutting his throat by the way. At London he pro
tested, pn his honour and on the word of a gentleman, 
that he had been drawn in, that he had always disliked 
the plot, and that Montgomery and Ferguson were the 
real criminals.;){o 

Dunlop was, in the mean time, magnifying, wherever 
he went, the divine goodness which had, by so humble 
an instrument as himself, brought a noble person back 
to the right path. Montgomery no sooner heard of this 
wonderful work of grace than he too began to experience 
compunction. He went to Melville, made a confession not 
exactly coinciding with Ross's, and obtained a pass for 
England. William was then in Ireland; and Mary was 
governing in his stead. At her feet Montgomery threw 
himself. He tried to move her pity by speaking of his 
broken fortunes, and to ingratiate himself with her by 
praising her sweet and affable manners. He gave up to 
her the names of his fellow plotters. He vowed to de
dicate his whole life to her service, if she would obtain 
for him some place which might enable him to subsist 
with decency. She was so much touched by his sup
plications and :Batteries that she recommended him to 
her husband's favour; but the just distrust and abhor
rence with which William regarded Montgomery were 
not to be overcome. t 

Before the traitor had been admitted to Mary's pre
sence, he had obtained a promise that he should be 
allowed to depart in safety. The promise was kept. 
During some months, he lay hid in London, and con
trived to carry on a negotiation with the government. 
,He offered to be a witness against his accomplices on 

• Balcarrasj Notes of Ross's Con
fession in the Leven and Melville 
Papers. 

t BaleaTras i Mary's account of 

her interview with Montgomery, 
printed among the Leven and Mel
ville Papers. 
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"Condition ot having a good place. William. would bid 
no higher than a. pardon. At length the communica
tions were broken ofF. Montgomery retired for a time 
to France. He soon returned to London, and passed 
the miserable remnant ot his life in forming plots which 
came to nothing, and in writing libels which are distin
guished by the grace and vigour of their style from most 
of the productions of the Jacobite press.'-

Annandale, when he learned that his two accom
plices had turned approvers, retired to Bath, and pre
tended to drink the waters. Thence he was soon brought 
up to London by a warrant. He acknowledged that he 
had been seduced into treason ~ but he declared that 
he had only said Amen to the plans of others, and that 
his childlike simplicity had been imposed on by Mont
gomery, that worst, that falsest, . that most unquiet of 
human beings. The noble penitent then proceeded to 
make atonement for his own crime by criminating other 
people, English and Scotch, Whig and Tory, guilty and 
innocent. Some he accused on his own knowledge, and 
some on mere hearsay. Among those whom he accused 
on his own knowledge was Neville Payne, who had not, 
it should seem, been mentioned either by ROllS or by 
Montgomery·t 

Payne, pursued by messengers and warrants, was so 
ill advised as to take refuge in Scotland. Had he re
mained in England he would have been safe: for, though 
the moral proofs of his guilt were complete, there was 
not such legal evidence as would have satisfied a jury 
that he had committed high treason: he could not be 
subjected to torture in order to force him to furnish 
evidence against himself; nor could he be long confined 
without being brought to trial. But the moment that 

• Compare Balcarras with Bur
net, ii. 62. The pamphlet enti
tled Great Britain's Just Complaint 
is a good specimen of Monlgo-

mery's manner. 
t Balcarras; Annandale's Con

fession. 
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he -passed the border he was at the' mercy of the go
vernment of which he was the deadly foe. The Claim or 
Right had recognised torture as, in cases like his, a le
gitimate mode of obtaining information; and no Habeas 
Corpus Act secured him against a long detention. The 
unhappy man was arrested, carried to Edinburgh, and 
brought before the Privy Council. The general notion 
was that he was a knave and a coward, and that the 
first sight of the boots and thumbscrews would bring 
out all the guilty secrets with which he had been en
trusted~ But Payne had a far braver spirit than those 
highborn plotters with. whom it was his misfortune to 
have been connected. Twice he was subjected to fright
ful torments; but not a word inculpating himself or any 
other person could be wrung out of him. Some coun

. cillors left the board in horror. But the pious Crawford 
presided. He was not much troubled with the weakness 
of compassion where an Amalekite was concerned, and 
forced the executioner to hammer in wedge after wedge 
between the knees of the prisoner till the pain was as 
great as the human frame can sustain without dissolu
tion. Payne was then carried to the Castle of Edin
burgh, where he long remained, utterly forgotten, as he 
touchingly complained, by those for whose sake he had 
endured more than the bitterness of death. Yet no in
gratitude could damp the ardour of his fanatical loyalty ; 
and he continued, year after year, in his cell, to plan 
insurrections and invasions." 

Before Payne's arrest the Estates had been adjourned 
after a Session as important as any that had ever been 
held in Scotland. The nation generally acquiesced in 
the new ecclesiastical constitution. The indifferent, a 
large portion of every society, were glad that the anarchy 
was over, and conformed to the Presbyterian Church 

• Burnet. ii. 62.; Lockhart to the Leven and Melville Papers; 
Melville, Aug 80. 1690; and Craw- Neville Payne's letter of Dec. S 
ford to Melville. Dec. 11. 1690, in 1692, printed in 1698. 
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as they had conformed to the Episcopal Church. To CHAP. 

the moderate Presbyterians the settlement which had XVI. 

been made was on the whole satisfactory. Most of the 1690. 
strict Presbyterians brought themselves to accept it 
under protest, as a large instalment of what was due. 
They missed indeed what they considered as the perfect 
beauty and symmetry of that Church which had, forty 
years before, been the glory of Scotland. But, though 
the second temple was not equal to the first, the chosen 
people might well rejoice to think that they were, after 
a long captivity in Babylon, suffered to rebuild, though 
imperfectly, the House of God on the old foundations; 
nor could it misbecome them to feel for the latitudina-
rian William a grateful affection such as the restored 
Jews had felt for the heathen Cyrus. " 

There were however two parties which regarded the Com

settlement of 1690 with implacable detestation. Those ~:iEtsi~f 
Scotchmen who were Episcopalians on conviction and scopaf;ans. 

with fervour appear to have been few: but among them 
were some persons superior, not perhaps in natural 
parts, but in learning, in taste, and in the art of com-" 
position, to the theologians of the sect which had now 
become dominant. It might not have been safe for the 
ejected Curates and Professors to give vent in their 
own country to the anger which they felt. But the 
English press was open to them; and they were sure 
of the approbation of a large part of the English people. 
During several years they continued to torment their 
enemies and to amuse the public with a succession or 
ingenious and spirited pamphlets. In some of these 
works the hardships suffered by the rabbled priests 
of the western shires are set forth with a skill whicn 
irresistibly moves pity and indignation. In others, the: 
cruelty with which the Covenanters had been treated 
during the reigns of the last two kings of the House 
of Stuart is extenuated by every artifice of sophistry .. 
There is much joking on the bad Latin which some 
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Presbyterian teachers had uttered while seated in aca
demic chairs lately occupied by great scholars. Much was 
said about the ignorant contempt which the victorious 
barbarians professed for science and literature. They 
were accused of anathematizing the modern systems of 
natural philosophy as damnable heresies, of condemning 
geometry as a souldestroying pursuit, of discouraging 
even the study of those tongues in which the sacred 
books were written. Learning, it was said, would 
soon be extinct in Scotland. The Universities, under 
their new rulers, were languishing and must soon 
perish. The booksellers had been' half ruined: they 
found that the whole profit of their business would not 
pay the rent of their shops, and were. preparing to 
emigrate to some country where letters were held in 
esteem by those whose office was to instruct the public. 
Among the ministers of religion no purchaser of books 
was left. The Episcopalian divine was glad to sell for 
a morsel of bread , whatever part of his library had not 
been torn to pieces or burned by the Christmas mobs; 
and the only library of a Presbyterian divine consisted of 
an explanation of the Apocalypse and a commentary on 
the Song of Songs.*' The pulpit oratory of the trium
phant party was an inexhaustible subject of mirth. 
One little volume, entitled The Scotch Presbyterian 
Eloquence Displayed, had an immense success in the' 
South among both High Churchmen and scoffers, and is 
not yet quite f01~gotten. It was indeed a book well 
fitted to lie on the hall table of a Squire whose religion 
consisted in hating extemporaneous prayer and nasal 
psalmody. On a rainy day, when it was impossible to 
hunt or shoot, neither the card table nor the back
gammon board would have been, in the intervals of the 
flagon and the pasty, so agreeable a resource. N 0-

" Historical Relation of the late as it was lately practised against the 
·Presbyterian General Assembly, Professors of the College of Edin-
1691 ; The Presbyterian Inquisition burgh, 1691. 
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where else, perhaps, can be found, in so small a compass, CHAP 

so large a collection of ludicrous quotations and anec~ XVL 

dotes. Some grave men, however, who bore no love 1690. 
to the Calvinistic doctrine or discipline, shook their 
heads over this lively jest book, and hinted their opi-
nion that the writer, while holding up to derision the 
absurd rhetoric by which coarseminded and ignorant 
men tried to illustrate dark questions of theology and 
to excite devotional feeling among the populace, had 
sometimes forgotten the reverence due to sacred things; 
The effect which tracts of this sort produced on the 
public mind of England could not be fully discerned 
while England and Scotland were independent of each 
other, but manifested itself, very soon after the union. 
of the kingdoms, in a way which we still have reason, 
and which our posterity will probably long have feason, 
to lament. 

The extreme Presbyterians were as much out of The ~es. 
humour as the extreme Prelatists, and were as little ::!.a. 
inclined as the extreme Prelatists to take tb,e oath of 
allegiance to William and Mary. Indeed, though the 
Jacobite nonjuror and the Cameronian nonjuror were 
diametrically opposed to each other in opinion, though 
they regarded each other with mortal aversion, though 
neither of them would have had any scruple about 
persecuting the other, they had much in common. 
They were perhaps the two most remarkable specimens 
that the world could show of perverse absurdity. Each 
of them considered his darling form of ecclesiastical 
polity, not as a means but as an end, as the one thing 
needful, as the quintessence of the Christian religion. 
Each of them childishly fancied that he had found a 
theory of civil government in his Bible. Neither shrank 
from the frightful consequences to which his theory 
led. To all objections both had one answer,-Thus 
saith the Lord. Both agreed in. boasting that the 
arguments which to atheistical politicians seemed un-
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answerable presented no difficulty to the Saint. It 
might be perfectly true that,- by relaxing the rigour of 
his principles, he might save his: country from slavery, 
anarchy, universall'uin. But hii}msiness was not to 
save his country, but to save his so~. __ He obeyed the 
commands of God, and left the event"to God. One of 
the two fanatical sects held that, to the end of time, the 
nation would be bound to obey the heir of the Stuarts ~ 
the other held that, to the end of time, the nation 
would be bound by the Solemn League and Covenant; 
and thus both agreed in regarding the new Sovereigns 
as usurpers. 

The Presbyterian nonjurors have scarcely been heard 
of out of Scotland; and perhaps it may not now be 
generally known, even in Scotland, that they still 
continue to form a _distinct class. They held that their 
country was under a precontract to the Most High, 
and could never, while the world lasted, enter into any 
engagement inconsistent with that precontract. An 
Erastian,.a latitudinarian, a man who knelt to receive 
the bread and wine from the hands of bishops, and 
who bore, -though not very patiently, to hear anthems 
chaunted by choristers in white vestments, could not be 
King of a covenanted kingdom. William had moreover 
forfeited all claim to the crown by committing that sin 
for which, in the old time, a dynasty preternaturally 
appointed had been preternatUrally deposed. He had 
connived at the escape of his father in law, that ido
later, that murderer, that man of Belial, who ought 
to have been hewn in pieces before the Lord, like 
Agag. Nay, the crime of William had exceeded that 
of Saul. Saul had spared only one Amalekite, and had 
smitten the rest. What Amalekite had William smit
ten? The pure Church had been twenty eight years 
under persecution. Her children had been imprisoned, 
transported, branded, shot, hanged, drowned, tortured.
And yet he who called himself her deliverer had not 
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suffered her to see her desire upon her enemies."· The 
bloody Claverhouse had been graciously received at 
Saint James's. The bloody Mackenzie had found a 
secure and luxurious retreat among the malignants of 
Oxford. The younger Dalrymple who had prosecuted 
the Saints, the elder Dalrymple who had sate in judg
ment on the Saints, were great and powerful. It was 
said, by careless Gallios, that there was no choice but 
between William and James, and thai it was wisdom 
to choose the less of two evils. Such was indeed the 
wisdom of this world. But the wisdom which was from 
above taught us that of two things, both of which were 
evil in the sight of God, we should choose neither. As 
soon as James was restored, it would be a duty to 
disown and withstand him. The present duty was to 
disown and withstand his son in law •. Nothing must 
be said, nothing must be done that could be construed 
into a recognition of the authority of the man from 
Holland. The godly must pay no duties to him, must 
hold no offices under him, must receive no wages from 
him, must sign no instruments in which he was styled 
King. Anne succeeded William; and Anne was desig~ 
nated, by those who called themselves the remnant of 
the true Church, as the pretended Queen, the wicked 
woman, the J ezebel. George the First succeeded· Anne; 
p,nd George the First was the pretended King, the Ger-

• One of the most curious of the and Princess of Orange being set 
many curious papers written by the up as they were, and his pardoning 
Covenanters of that generation is all the murderers of the saints, and 
entitled, "Nathaniel, or the Dying receiving all the bloody beasts, sol~ 
Testimony of John Matthieson in diers, and others, all these officers 
Closebum." Matthieaon did not die of their state and army, and all the 
till 1709, but his Testimony was bloody counsellors, civil and eccle~ 
written some years earlier, when he siastic; and his letting slip that son 
was in expectation of death. Of And of Belial, his father in law, 'Whoi 
now," he 6ays, "I, as a dying both by all the laws of God. and 
man, would in a few words tell man, ought to have died, I knewhll 
you that are to live behind me my would do no good to the eause and 
thoughts as to the times. When work of God." 
1 law, or rather heard, the Prince 
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man Beast." George the Second succeeded George the 
First: George the Second too was a pretended King, 
and was -accused of having _ outdone the wickedness of 
his wicked predecessors by passing a law in defiance of 
that divine law which ordains that no witch shall be 
suffered to live. t George the Third succeeded George 
the Second; and still these men continued, with unabated 
stedfastness, though in language less ferocious than 
before, to disclaim all allegiance to an uncovenanted 
Sovereign.t A schism took place. The majority of 
the Reformed Presbyterians, as they called themselves, 
still refused t08wear fealty to the Sovereign, or to hold 
offl-ce :unde~ him, but thought themselves justified in 
praying for him, in paying tribute to him, and in ac
cepting his protection~ But there was a minority 
which protested against all compromise. So late as the 
year 1806, a few persons were still bearing their public 
testimony against the sin of owning his government by 
paying taxes, by taking out excise licenses, by joining 
the 'volunteers, or by labouring on public works.§ The 

" See the Dying Testimony of 
Mr. Robert Smith, Student of Di
vinity, who lived in Douglas Town, 
in the Shire of Clydesdale, who died 
about two o'clock in the Sabbath 
morning, -Dec. 13. 1724, aged 58 
years; and the Dying Testimony of 
William Wilson, sometime School
master of Park in the Parish of 
Douglas, aged 68, who died May 7. 
1757. 

t See the Dying Testimony of 
William Wilson, mentioned in the 
last note. It ought to be remarked 
that, on the subject of witchcraft, 
the Divines of the Associate Presby
tery were as absurd as this poor crazy 
Dominie. See their Act, Declara
tion, and Testimony, published in 
1773 by Adam Gib. 

:/: In the year -1791-, Thomu 
Henderson of Paisley wrote, in de
fence of the Reformed Presbytery, 
against a writer who had charged 

them with .. disowning the present 
excellent -sovereign as tbe lawful 
King of Great Britain:' "The Re
formed Presbytery and their connee
tions," says Mr. Henderson, C< have 
not been much accustomed to give 
flattering titles to princes." •••• 
•••• " However, they entertain no 
resentment against the person of the 
present occupant, nor any of the 
good qualities which he possesses. 
They -sincerely wish that he were 
more excellent than external royalty 
can make him, that he were adorned 
with the image of Christ," &c., &c., 
&c. "But they can by no means 
acknowledge him, nor any of the 
episcopal persuasion, to be a lawful 
king over these covenanted lands." 

§ An enthu-siast, named George 
Calderwood, in his preface to a 
Collection '0£ Dying Testimonies, 
published in 1806, aCClI,ses the 
Reformed Presbytery of scandalous 



WILLLUI AND MARY.: 

number of these zealots' went on diminishing till at 
length they were so thinly scattered over Scotland that 
they were nowhere 'n~merous enough to have a meeting 
house, and were knoWn by the name of the N onhearers; 
They, however, still. assembled and prayed in private 
dwellings, and still persisted in considering themselves 
as the chosen generation, the royal priesthood, the holy 
nation, the peculi,g,r· people, which, amidst the common 
degeneracy, alone preserved the faith of a "better age. 
It is by no means improbable that this superstition, the 
most irrational arid the most Unsocial into which· Pro
testant Christianity has ever been corrupted by human 
prej uwces and passions, may stillliriger in a few obscure 
farmhouses. 

The King was but half satisfied with the manner in 
which the ecclesiastical polity of Scotland had been 
settled. He thought that the Episcopalians hadbeeIi 
hardly used; and he apprehended that 'they might be 
still more hardly used when the new system was fully 
organized, He had been very· desirous that 'the Act 
which established the Presbyterian Church .should 'be 
accompanied by an Act allowing persons who were not 
compliances. .. As for the Reformed now they can admit into their com
Presbyaery," be says, "though they munions both rulera and members 
profes& to own the martyr's teRti- who voluntarily pay all taxes and 
mony in hairs and hoofs, yet they subscribe tacks." •••• t,1t shall be 
have now adopted so many new only referred to government's booke, 
.distinctions. .and given up their old since the commencement of thll 
flnes, that they have made it so evi- French war, how many of their own 
dent that it is neither the mar- members have accepted of places of 
tyr's testimony nor yet the one that trust, to be at government's call, such 
that Presbytery adopted at first that as bearers of arms, driving of cattle, 
they are now maintaining.. When stopping of ways, &c.; and what is 
the Reformed Presbytery was in its all their license for trading by ·sea 
infaDcy, and had some appearance or land but a serving under govern_ 
of honesty and f!Uthfulness among ment?" The doctrines of those 
them, they were blamed by..u the more moderate nonjurors whq ·call 
other parties for using of distinctions themselves tbe Reformed Presby~ 
that no man could justify, i.6. they terian Church, have .bellD recently 
would not admit il!to their com- set forth in a Prize Catechism by the 
JDunion those ~t paid the land tax Reverend Thomas Martin. . . 
or subscribed tack. to do so; but 
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CHAP. members of that Church to hold their own religious 
XVI. assemblies freely; and he had particularly directed 

·1690. Melville to look to this.'" But some popular preachers 
harangued so vehemently at Edinburgh against liberty 
of conscience, which they called the mystery of iniqui
ty, that Melville did not venture to obey his master's 
instructions. A draught of a Toleration Act was of
fered to the Parliament by a private member, but was 

_ coldly received and suffered to drop. t 
Meeting of William, however, was fully determined to prevent 
the Gene- hd' t f 'dul' . hI f ral Assem- t e OIDman sect rom m gmg ill t e uxury 0 per-
~l of ~h~ secution; and he took an early opportunity of announc
Sco~r:ucL ing his determination. The first General Assembly of 

the newly established Church met soon after his return 
from Ireland. It was necessary that he should appoint 
a Commissioner and send a letter. Some zealous Pres
byterians hoped that Crawford would be the Commis~ 
sioner; and the ministers of Edinburgh drew up a 
paper in which they very intelligibly hinted that this 
was their wish. William, however, selected Lord Car
michael, a nobleman distinguished by good sense, hu
manity and moderation.t The royal letter to the 
Assembly was eminently wise in substance and im
pressive in language. " We expect," the King wrote, 
"that your management shall be such that we may 
have no reason to repent of what we have done. We 
never could be of the mind that violence was suited 
to the advancing of true religion; nor do we intend 
that our authority shall ever be a tool to the irregular 
passions of any party. Moderation is what religion 
enjoins, what neighbouring Churches expect from you, 
and what we recommend to you." - The Sixty and 
their associates would probably have been glad to reply 
'in language resembling that which, ~s some of the~ 

• The King. to Melville, 1\Iay 
22. 1690, in the Leven and Mel-
ville Papers. -

t Account of the Establishment 
of Pr~sbyterian Government. 

t Carmichael's good qualities are 
fully admitted by the Episcopalians. 
~ee tbe Historical Relation of the 
late Presbyterian- General Assembly 
and the Presbyterian- Inquisition. 
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could wen remember, had been held by the clergy to CHAP; 

Charles the Second during his residence in Scotland. XVI. 

But they had just been informed that there was in 1690. 

England a strong feeling in favour of the rabbled 
curates, and that it would, at such a conjuncture, be 
madness in the body which represented the Presbyterian 
Church to quarrel with the King. - The Assembly 
therefore returned a grateful and respectful answer to 
the royal letter, and assured His Majesty that they had 
suffered too much from oppression ever to be oppressors. t 

Meanwhile the troops all over the Continent were Sta~e of" 

going into winter quarters. The campaign had every- ~:lC'O~ti_ 
where been indecisive. The victory gained by Luxem- nent. 

burg at Fleurus had produced no important effect. On 
the Upper Rhine great armies had eyed each other, 
month after month, without exchanging a blow. In 
Catalonia a few small forts had been taken. In the east 
of Europe the Turks had been successful on some 
points, the Christkns on other points; and the termi-
nation of the contest seemed to be as remote as ever. 
The coalition had in the course of the year lost one 
valuable member and gained another. The Duke of 
Lorraine, the ablest captain in the Imperial service, was 
no more. He had died, as he had lived, an exile and 
a wanderer, and had bequeathed to his children no-
thing but his name and his rights. It was popularly 
said that the confederacy could better have spared 
thirty thousand soldiers than such a general. But 
scarcely had the allied Courts gone into mourning for 
him when they were consoled by learning that another 

.. See, in the Leven and Melville 
Papen, Melville' B Lettera written 
from London at this time to Craw· 
ford, Rule, Williamson, and other 
vehement Presbyterians. He saya : 
" The clergy that were putt out, and 
come up. make a great clamour: 
many here encourage and rejoyce at 
it • • • • There is nothing now but 
the greatest sobrietie and moderation 

imaginable to be used, unless we 
will hazard the overturning of aU: 
and take this as earliest, and not aa 
imaginations and fean only." 

t Principal Acts of the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland 
held in and begun at Edinburgh the 
16th day of October, 1690; Edin· 
burgh, 1691. 
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prin,ce, superior to him in power, and notinfenor to 
him in capacity or courage, had joined the league 
against France. . 

This was Victor Amadeus Duke of Savoy. He was 
a young man: but he was already versed in those 
arts for which the. statesmen of Italy had, ever since 
the thirteenth century, been celebrated, those arts by 
which Castruccio Castracani and Francis Sforza rose to 
greatness, and which Machiavel reduced to a system. 
No sovereign in modern Europe has, with so small a 
principality, exercised'so great an influence during so 
long a period. He had for a time submitted, with a 
show of cheerfulness, but with secret reluctance and re
sentment, to the French ascendency. When the war 
broke out, he professed neutrality, but entered into pri
vate negotiations with the House of Austria. He would 
probably have continued to dissemble till he found 
some opportunity of striking an Unexpected blow, had 
riot his crafty schemes been disconcerted by the decision 
and vigour of Lewis. A French army commanded by 
Catinat, an officer of great skill and valour, marched 
'into Piedmont. The Duke was informed that his con
duct had excited suspicions which he could remove only 
.by admitting foreign garrisons into Turin and Vercelli. 
He found that he must be either the slave or the open 
enemy of his powerful and imperious neighbour. . His 
choice was soon made; and a war began which, during 
seven years, found employment for some of the best 
generals and best troops of Lewis. An Envoy Extra
ordinary from Savoy went to the Hague, proceeded 
thence to London, presented his credentials in the 
Banqueting House, and addressed to William a speech 
which was speedily translated into many languages and 
read in every part of Europe. The orator congratu
lated the King on the success of that great enterprise 
which had restored England to her ancient place among 
the nations, and had broken the chains of Europe, 
"That my master," he said, "can now at length ven-



WILLIAM AND lUR~ •. 

ture to express feelings which have beeJ]. longcoJ].cealed 
in the recesses of his heart, is part of the debt which he 
owes to Your Majesty. You have inspired him with 
the hope of freedoma.fter so many years of bondage."· 

It had been determined that, during the approaching 
winter, 0. Congress of all the power~ hostil~ to France 
should be held at the Hague. Williw;n, w~s impatient 
to proceed thither. But it was necessary that he should 
:first hold 0. Session of Parliament. Early in October 
the Houses reassembled at Westminster. The JI).embers 
had generally come up in good humour. Those ToriE1s 
whom it was possible to conciliate had been cOJ].ci. 
liated by the Act of Grace, and by thE1 large share 
.which they had obtained of the favours of the Crown. 
Those Whigs who were capable of learning had learned 
much from the lesson which William had given them, 
and had ceased to expect that he would descend. from 
the rank of 0. King to that of a party leader. Both 
Whigs and Tories had, with few exceptiQ;ns, been 
alarmed by the prospect of a FreJ].ch invasion. and 
cheered by the news Qf the vi~tory of the Boyne. The 
Sovereign who had shed his blood for their nation and 

. their religion stood at this moment higher in public 
estimation than at any time since his accession. His 
speech from the throne called forth the loud acclama
tions of Lords and Commons.t Thanks were unani
mously voted by both Houses to the King for his 
achievements iJ]. Ireland, and to the Queen for the pru
dence with which she had, during his absence, governed 
England.t· Thus commenced a Session distinguished 
among the Sessions of that reign by harmony and tran
quillity. NQ report of the debates has been preserved, 
unless a long forgotten lampoon, in which some of the 
speeches made on the :first day are burlesqued in dog. 
grel rhymes, may be called a report.§ The time of the 

• Monthly Mercuries j London : Lords' Journal£, Oct. 6. 16go j 
Gazette8ofNovember3.and6.16~Jo. Commons' Journals, Oct. 8. 

t Van CitterB to the States Ge- § I am not aware that tbis lam-
neral, Oct. l:r' 16gQ. poon has ever been printed. I have 
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Commons appears to have been chiefly occupied in dis
cussing questions arising out of the elections of the 
preceding spring. The supplies necessary for the war, 
though large, were granted with alacrity. The number 
of regular troops for the next year was fixed at seventy 
thousand, of whom twelve thousand were to be horse 
or dragoons. The charge of this army, the greatest that 
England had ever maintained, amounted to about two 
million three hundred thousand pounds z the charge of 
the navy to about eighteen hundred thousand pounds. 
The charge of the ordnance was included in these sums, 
and was roughly estimated at one eighth of the naval 
and one fifth of the military expenditure.... The whole 
of the extraordinary aid granted to the King exceeded 
four millions. 

The Commons justly thought that the extraordinary 
liberality with which they had provided for the public 
service· entitled them to demand extraordinary secu
rities against waste and peculation. A bill was brought 
in empowering nine Commissioners to examine and 
state the public accounts. The nine were named in the 
bill, and were all members of the Lower House. The 
Lords agreed to the bill without amendments; and the 
King gave his assent. t 

The debates on the Ways and Means occupied a con
siderable part of the Session. It was resolved that sixteen 
hundred and fifty thousand pounds should be raised by 
a direct monthly assessment on land. The excise duties 
on ale and beer were doubled; and the import duties on 
raw silk, linen, timber, glass, and some other articles, 
were increased.t Thus far there was little difference 
of opinion. But soon the smooth course of business was 
disturbed by a proposition which was much more popu-

seen it only in two contemporary mao 
nuscripts. It is entitled The Open
ing of the Session, 1690. 

• Commons' Journals, Oct. 9, 
10. 18, 14. 1690. 

t Commons' Journals of Decem_ 
ber, 1690, particularly of Dec. 26.; 
Stat. 2 W. & M. sess. ~. c. 11. 

t Stat. 2 W. & M. sess. 'to c. 1. 
3,4. 
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lar thanjust or humane. Taxes of unprecedented seve~ 
rity had been imposed: and yet it might well be doubted 
whether these taxes would be sufficient. Why, it was 
asked, should not the cost of the Irish war be borne by 
the Irish insurgents? How those insurgents had acted 
in their mock Parliament all the world knew; and 
llothing could be more reasonable than to mete to them 
from their own measure. . They ought to be treated as. 
they had treated the Saxon colony. Every acre which 
the Act of Settlement had left them ought to be seized 
J>y the state for the purpose of defraying that expense 
which their turbulence and perverseness had made ne
cessary. It is not strange that a plan which at once 
gratified national animosity, and held out the hope of 
pecuniary relief, should have been welcomed with eager 
delight. A bill was brought in which bore but too 
much resemblance to some of the laws passed by the 
Jacobite legislators of Dublin. By this bill it was pro~ 
vided that. the property of every person who had been 
in rebellion against the King and Queen since the day 
on which they were proclaimed should be confiscated, 
and that the proceeds should be applied to the support 
of the war. An exception was made in favour of such 
Protestants as had merely submitted ~o superior force: 
but to Papists no indulgence was shown. The royal 
prerogative of clemency was limited. The King might 
indeed, if such were his pleasure, spare the lives of his 
vanquished enemies; but he was pot to be permitted to 
save any part of their estates from the general doom. 
He was not to have it in his power to grant a capitu
lation which should secure to Irish Roman Catholics the 
enjoyment of their hereditary lands. Nay, he was not 
to be allowed to keep faith with persons whom he had 
already received to mercy, who had kissed his hand, and 
had heard from his lips the promise of protection. An 
attempt was made to insert a proviso in favour of Lord 
Dover. Dover, who, with all his faults, was not without 
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,CHAP. -some English feelings, had., by defending the interests of 
XVI. .his native' country at Dublin, made himself odious to 

,1690. ~both the Irish and the French. Mter the battle of the 
Boyne his situation was deplorable. Neither at Lime
.:rick nor at Saint Germains could he hope to be wel
.comed. In his despair, he threw himself at William's 
feet, promised to live peaceably, and was graciously 
assured that he had nothing to fear. Though the royal 
word seemed to be pledged to this unfortunate man, the 
Commons resolved, by a hundred and nineteeIi votes to 
a hundred and twelve, that his property should not be 
exempted from the general confiscation. 

The ,bill went up to the Peers; but the Peers were 
not inclined to pass it without considerable amend
ments; and such amendments there was not time to 
make. Numerous heirs at law, reversioners, and credi
tors implored the Upper House to introduce such pro
visoes as might seclire the innocent against all danger 
of being involved in the punishment of the guilty. 
Some· petitioners asked to be heard by counsel. The 
King had .made all his arrangements for a voyage to. 
the Hague; and the day beyond which he could not 
postpone his departure drew near. The bill was there
fore, 'happily for the honour of English legislation, 
consigned to that dark repository in which the abor
tive statutes of many generations sleep a sleep rarely 
disturbed by the historian or the antiquary." 

rroceed;- , Another question, which slightly and but slightly dis
~!=.nst composed' the tranquillity of this short session, arose 
ton. out of the disastrous and disgraceful battle of Beachy . 

Head. Torrington had, immediately after that battle, 
been sent to the Tower, and had ever since remained 
there. • A technical difficulty had arisen about the mode 
of bringing him to trial. There was no Lord High 

• Burnet, ii. 67. See the Jour- of the 80th of December and the 1st 
nals of both Houses, particularly of January. The hill itself will be 
the Commons' Journals of the 19th found in the archives of the House 
of December and the Lords' Journals of Lords. 



Admiral; and whether· the Commissioners of the Ad
miralty were competent to execute. martial law was 
a point which to some jurists appeared notperfectIy 
clear. The majority of the judges held that the Com
missioners were competent; but, for the purpose of 
removing all doubt, a bill was brought into the Upper 
House; and to this bill several Lords offered an oppo
sition which seems to have been most unreasonable~ 
The proposed law, they said, was a. retrospective penal 
law, and therefore objectionable. If "they ·used thiS 
argument in good faith, they were ignorant of the very 
rudiments of the science of legislation. To make a 
law for punishing that which, at the time when it was 
done, was not punishable, is contrary to all sound prin .. 
ciple. But a law which merely alters the criminal 
procedure may with perfect propriety be made appli
cable to past as well as to future offences. It would 
have been the grossest injustice to give a retrospective 
operation to the law which made slavetrading .felony. 
But there was not the smallest injustice in enacting 
that the Central Criminal Court should try felonies com
mitted long before that Court was in being. In: Tor .. 
rington's case the substantive law continued to be what 
it had always been. The definition of the crime, the 
amount of the penalty, remained unaltered. The only 
change was in the form of procedure; and that change 
the legislature wasperfectIy justified in making re" 
trospectively. It is indeed hardly possible to believe 
that some of those who opposed the bill were duped 
by the fallacy of which they condescended to make use. 
The feeling of caste was strong among the Lords~ 
That one of themselves should be tried for his life by a. 
court composed of plebeians seemed to them a. degra
dation of their whole order. If their noble brother 
had offended, articles of impeachment ought to be ex
hibited against him: Westminster Hall ought to be 
fitted up: his peers ought to xqeet in thcu: robes. and 
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to g~ve in their verdict on their honour: a Lord High 
Steward ought to pronounce the sentence and to break 
the staff. There was an end of privilege if an Earl 
was to be doomed to death by tarpaulins seated round 
a table in, the cabin of a ship. These feelings had so 
much influence that the bill passed the Upper House 
by a majority of only two.... In the Lower House, 
where the dignities and immunities of the nobility were 
regarded with no friendly feeling, there was little dif
ference of opinion. Torrington requested to be heard 
at the bar, and spoke there at great length, but weakly 
(l,nd confusedly.. He boasted of his services, of his 
sacrifices, and of his wounds. He abused the Dutch, 
the Board of Admiralty, and the Secretary of State. 
The bill, however, went through all its stages without 
a division. t 

Early in December Torrington was sent under a 
guard down the river. to Sheerness. Ther)! the Court 
Martial met on board of a frigate named the Kent. 
The investigation lasted three days j and during those 
days the ferment was great in London. Nothing was 
heard of on the exchange, in the coffeehouses, nay 
even at the church doors, but Torrington. Parties ran 
high: wagers to an immense amount were depending: 
rumours were hourly arriving by land and water; and 
every rumour was exaggerated and distorted by the 
way. From the day on which the news of the ignomi
nious battle arrived, down to the very eve of the trial, 
public opinion had been very unfavourable to the pri
soner. His name, we are told by contemporary pam
phleteers, waf:! hardly ever mentioned without a curse. 
But, when the crisis of his fate drew nigh, there was, 
as in our country there often is, a reaction. All his 

• Lords' Journals, Oct. 30. 1690. 
The numbers are never given in the 
Lords' Journals. That the majority 
was only two is asserted by Ralph, 
who had, I suppose, some authority 

which I have not been able to find. 
t Van Citters to the States Ge. 

neral, Nov. H. 1690. The Earl of 
'forrington's speech to the House 
of Commons, 1710. 
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merits, his courage, his good nature, his :firm adherence 
to the Protestant religion in the evil times, were re
membered. It was impossible to deny that he was 
sunk in sloth and luxury, that he neglected the most 
important business for his pleasures, and that he could 
not say No to a boon companion or to a mistress: but for 
these faults excuses and soft names were found. His 
friends used Without scruple all the arts which could 
raise a national feeling in his favour; and these arts 
were powerfully assisted by the intelligence that the 
hatred which was felt towards him in Holland had 
vented itself in indignities to some of his countrymen. 
The cry was that a bold, jolly, freehanded English 
gentleman, of whom the worst that could be said was 
that he liked wine and women, was to be shot in or
der to gratify the spite of the Dutch. What passed 
at the trial tended to confirm the populace in this no" 
tion. Most,of the Witnesses against the prisoner were 
Dutch officers. The Dutch rear admiral, who took on 
himself the part of prosecutor, forgot himself so far as 
to accuse the judges of partiality. When at length, 
on the evening of the third day, Torrington was pro
nounced not guilty, many who had recently clamoured 
for his blood seemed to be well pleased with his ac,.. 
quittal. He returned to London free, and With his 
sword by his side. As his yacht went up the Thames, 
every ship which he passed saluted him. He took his
seat in the House of Lords, and even ventured to pre
sent himself at court. But most of the peers looked 
coldly on him: William would not see him, and ordered 
him to be dismissed from the service .... 

• Burnet, ii. 67. 68.; Van Citters 1691; Reasons for the Trial of the 
to the States General, N;:;"2~: Dec. Iv. Earl of Torrington by Impeachment, 
H. H. 1690; An impartial Ac- 1690; The Parable of the Bear~ 
count of Borne remarkable Passages baiting, 1690; The Earl of Tor
in the Life of Arthur, Earl of Tor- rington's Speech to the House of 
rington, together with some modest Commons, 1710. That Torrington 
RemarksontbeTrialandAc'll,litment, was coldly received by the peers I. 
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There was another subject about which no vote was 
passed by either of the Houses, biit about which there 
is reason to believe that some acrimonious discussion 
took place in both.' The Whigs, though much less vio
lent than in the preceding year, could not patiently see 
Caermarthen as nearly prime minister as any English 
subjectcould be under a prince of William's character. 
Though no man had taken a more prominent part in 
the Revolution than the Lord President, though no 
man . had more to fear from a counterrevolution, his 
()ld: enemies would not believe that .he had from hi$ 
heart renounced those arbitrary doctrines for which he 
had once been zealous, or that he could bear true 
allegiance to a government sprung from resistance. 
Through the last six months of 1690 he was mercilessly 
lampooned. Sometimes he was King Thomas and 
sometimes Tom the Tyrant .... William was adjured not 
to go to the Continent leaving his worst enemy close to 
the ear of the Queen. Halifax, who had, in the preceding 
year, been ungenerously and ungratefully persecuted 
by t~e Whigs, was now ;mentioned by them with respect 
and regret: for he was the enemy of their enemy. t The 
face, the figure, the bodily infirmities of Caermarthen, 
were ridiculed.t Those dealings with the French Court 
in which, twelve years before, he had, rather by his mis ... 
fortune than by his fault, been implicated, were repre
sented in the most odious colours. He was reproached 
learned from au article in the No
ticiasOrdinarias of February 6. 
1691, 1\1 adrid. 
, • In one Whig lampoon of tbis 
year are these lines : 

.. David, we thought, succeeded Saul, 
When William rose on James's fall; 
But now King Thomas governs all." 

In aOOther are these lines: 
.. When Charles did seem to fill the 

throne, 
This tyrant Tom made England 

groan~" 

A third says: 

a Yorkshire 'rom was rais'd to honour, 
For what cause no creature knew; 

He was false to the royal donor, 
And will be the ~ame to you." 

t A Whig poet compares the two 
Marquesses, as they were often called, 
and gives George the preference 
over Thomas. 

.. If a lIIarquess needs must steer us, 
Take a hetter in his stead, . 

Who will in your absence cheer us, 
And has far a wiser hend." 

t .. A thin, iIInatured ghost that haunts 
the King.'''' . i 



WILLIAM: AND MA~Y,· 

with hie impeachment and his imprisonment. Once, 
it wns said, he hOO escaped: but vengeance might still 
overtake him; and London might enjoy the long deferred 
pleasure of seeing the old traitor flung off the ladder in 
the blue riband which he disgraced. All the members 
of his family, wife, son, daughters, were assailed with
savage invective and contemptuous sarcasm.· All who, 
were supposed to be closely connected with h~m by 
political ties came in for a. portion of this abuse; and.. 
none had so large a. portion as L~wther. The feeling 
indicated by these satires was strong among the Whigs 
in Parliament. Several of them deliberated on a plan; 
of attack, and were in hopes that they should be able tQ 
raise such a storm as would make it impossible for him. 
to remain at the head of affairs. It should seew. that, at 
this time, hie influence in the royal closet was not quit~ 
what it had been. Godolphin, whom h~ did not . love, 
and could not control, but whose fuiancial skill had 
been greatly missed during the summer, was brought 
back to the Treasury, and made First Commissioner. 
Lowther, who was the Lord President's own man, still 
sate at the board, but no longer presided' there. It is 
true that there·was not then such adi:fl'erence as there 
now is between the First Lord and his colleagues. Still 
the change was important and significant. Marlborough, 
whom Caermarthen ~sliked, was, in military affairs, 
not less trusted than Godolphin in financial affairs. The. 
seals which Shrewsbury had resigned in the summer 
had ever since been lying in William's secret drawer. 
The Lord President probably expected that he should, 
be consulted before they were given away; but he was 
disappointed. Sidney was sent for from Ireland; and 
the seals were delivered to him. The :first intimation 
which the Lord President received of this important 
appointment was not made in a manner likely to sooth 

• "Let him with his blue riband bo 
Tied close up to the gallow8 tred; 

For my lady a .... rt; and I'd contrive it, 
Her dancing son and heir ahonld drive it.~ 
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his feelings. "Did you· meet the new Secretary of 
State going out?" said William. "No, Sir," answered 
the Lord President; "I met nobody but my Lord 
Sidney." "He is the new Secretary," said William. 
"He will do till I :find a :fit man; and he will be quite 
willing to resign as soon, as I :find a :fit man. Any 
other person that I could put in would think himself ill 
used if I were to put him out." If William had said 
all that was in his mind, he would probably have added 
that Sidney, though not a great orator or statesman, 
was one of the very few English politicians who could 
be as entirely trusted as Bentinck or Zulestein. Caer': 
marthen listened with a bitter smile. It was new, he 
afterwards said, to see a nobleman placed in the Secre~ 
tary's office, as a footman was placed in a box at the 
theatre, merely in order to keep a seat till his betters 
came. But this jest was a cover for serious mortifica
tion and alarm. The situation of the prime minister 
was unpleasant and even perilous; and the duration 
of his power would probably have been short, had not 
fortune, just at this moment, enabled him to confound 
his adversaries by rendering a great service to the 
state.· 

A Jacobite The Jacobiteshad seemed in August to be com
plot. pletely crushed. The victory of the Boyne, and the 

irresistible explosion of patriotic feeling produced by 
the appearance of Tourville's fleet on the coast of 
Devonshire, had cowed the boldest champions of here
ditary right. . Most of the chief plotters passed some 
weeks in con:finement or in concealment. But, widely 
as the ramifications of the conspiracy had extended, 
only one traitor suffered the punishment of his crime. 
This was a man named Godfrey Cross, who kept an inn 

• As to the designs of the Whigs , tween Caerm!lrtheu and Godolphin, 
against Caermarthen. see Burnet, ii. see Godolphin's letter to William· 
68, 69., and a very significant pro- dated March 20. 1691, in Dal· 
test in the Lords' Journals, October rymple. 
SO. 1690. As to tbe relations be" 
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on the beach near Rye, and who, when the French CHAP. 

fleet was on the coast of Sussex, had given inform- XVI. 

ation to Tourville. When it appeared that this soli- 1690. 

tary example was thought sufficient, when the danger 
of invasion was over, when the popular enthusiasm 
excited by that danger had subsided, when the lenity 
of the government had pennitted some conspirators to 
leave their prisons and had encouraged others to venture 
out of their hidingplaces, the faction which had been 
prostrated and stunned began to give signs of return-
ing animation. The old traitors again mustered at 
the old haunts, exchanged significant looks and eager 
whispers, and drew from their pockets libels on the 
Court of Kensington, and letters in milk and lemon juice 
from the Court of Saint Germains. Preston, Dart. 
mouth, Clarendon, Penn, were among the most busy. 
With them was leagued the non juring Bishop of Ely, 
who was still pennitted by the government· to reside 
in the palace, now no longer his own, and who had, 
but a short time before, called heaven to witness that 
he detested the thought of inviting foreigners to in-
vade England. One good opportunity had been lost; 
but another was at hand, and must not be suffered to 
escape. The usurper would soon be again out of Eng-
land. The administration would soon be again confided 
to a weak woman and a divided council. The year 
which was closing had certainly been unlucky; but 
that which was about to commence might be more 
auepicious. 

In December a meeting of the leading Jacobites was Meeting of 

held.· The sense of the assembly, which consisted ex- ~~~:;~g 
clusively of Protestants, was that something ought to tors. 

be attempted, but that the difficulties were great. None 
• My account of this conspiracy and the Life of James, ii.441. Nar

is chiefly taken from the evidence, cissus Luttrell remarks that no Ro
oral and documentary, which was man Catholic appeared to have been 
produced on the trial of the conspi- admitted to the consultations of the 
raton. See also Burnet, ii. 69, 7,,0" conspirators. 
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ventured to recommend that James should come over 
unaccompanied by regular troops. Yet all, taught by 
the experience of the preceding summer, dreaded the 
effect which might be produced by the sight of French 
uniforms and standards on English ground. A paper 
was drawn up which would, it was hoped, convince 
both 'J ames and Lewis that a restoration could not be 
effected without the cordial concurrence of the nation. 
France, - such was the substance of this remarkable 
document,-might possibly make the island a heap of 
ruins, but never a subject province. It was hardly 
possible for any person, who had not had an opportunity 
of observing the temper of the public mind, to imagine 
the savage and dogged determination with which men 
of all classes, sects and factions were prepared to resist 
any foreign potentate who should attempt to conquer 
the kingdom by force of arms. Nor could England be 
governed as a Roman Catholic country. There were 
five millions of Protestants in the realm: there were 
not a hundred thousand Papists: that such a minority 
should keep down such a majority was physically im
possible; and to physical impossibility all other con
siderations must give way. Janies would therefore do 
well to take without delay such measures as might in
dicate his resolution to protect the established religion. 
Unhappily every letter which arrived from France con
tained something tending to irritate feelings which it 
was most desirable to sooth. Stories were every where 
current of slights offered at Saint Germains to Pro
testants who had given the highest proof of loyalty by 
following into banishment a master zealous for a faith 
which was not their own. The edicts which had been 
issued against the Huguenots might perhaps have been 
justified by the anarchical opinions and practices of 
those sectaries: but it was the height of injustice and 
of inhospitality to put those edicts in force against men 
who had been driven from .. their country solely on 
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account of their attachment to a Roman Catholic King. CHAP. 

Surely sons of the Anglican Church, who had, in obe- XVL 

dience to her teaching, sacrificed all that they most 1690. 
prized on earth to the royal cause, ought not to be any 
longer interdicted from assembling in some modest 
edifice to celebrate her rites and to receive· her con
solations. An announcement that Lewis had, at the 
request of James, permitted the English exiles to wor. 
ship God according to their national form!! would be 
the best prelude to the great attempt. That attempt 
ought to be made early in the spring. A French 
force must undoubtedly accompany His Majesty. But 
he must declare that he brought that force only for 
the defence of his person and for the protection of his 
loving subjects, and that, as soon as the foreign op
pressors had been expelled, the foreign deliverers should 
be dismissed. He must also promise to govern ac
cording to law, and must refer all the points which had 
been in dispute between him and his people to the 
decision of a Parliament. 

It was determined that Preston should carry to Saint The eon

Germains the resolutions and suggestions of the con- ~~~.::r:e 
spirators. John Ashton, a person who had been clerk to send 

of the closet to Mary of Modena when she was on the ~!~:~e~ 
throne, and who was entirely devoted to the interests mains. 

of the exiled family, undertook to procure the means 
of conveyance, and for· this purpose engaged 'the co
operation of a hotheaded young Jacobite named Elliot, 
who only knew in general that a service o~ some hazard 
was to be rendered to the good cause. 

It was easy to find in the port of London a vessel 
the owner of which was not scrupulous about the use 
for which it might be wanted. Ashton and Elliot were 
introduced to the master of a smack named the James 
and Elizabeth. The Jacobite agents pretended to be 
smugglers, and talked of the thousands of pounds which 
might be got by a single lucky trip to France and back 

3A.2 
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CHAP. again. A bargain was struck: a sixpence was broken; 
XVI. and all the arrangements were made for the voyage. 
1690. Preston was charged by his friends with a packet 

;~~~:edto containing several important papers. Among these was 
Preston. a list of the English fleet furnished by Dartmouth, who 

was in communication vnth some of his old companions 
in arms, a minute of the resolutions which had been 
adopted at the meeting of the conspirators, and the 
Heads of a Declaration which it was thought desirable 
that James should publish at the moment of his landing. 
There were also six or seven letters from persons of 
note in the Jacobite party. Most of these letters were 
parables,- but parables which it was not difficult to un
:riddle. One plotter used the cant of the law. There 
was hope that Mr. Jackson would soon recover his 
estate. The new landlord was a hard man, and had set 
the freeholders against him. A little matter would 
redeem the whole property. The opinions of the best 
counsel were in Mr. Jackson's favour. All that was ne
cessary was that he should himself appear in Westmin
ster Hall. The final hearirig ought to be before the 
close of Easter Term. Other writers affected the style 
of the Royal Exchange. There was a great demand for 
a cargo of the right sort. There was reason to hope that 
the old firm. would soon form profitable connections with 
houses with which it had hitherto had no dealings. This 
was evidently an allusion to the discontented Whigs. 
But, it was added, the shipments must not be delayed. 
Nothing was. so dangerous as to overstay the market. 
If the expected goods did not arrive by the tenth of 
March, the whole profit of the year would be lost. As 
to details, entire reliance might be placed on the excel
lent factor who was going over. Clarendon assumed 
the character of a matchmaker. There was great hoPe 
that the business which he had been negotiating would 
be brought to bear, and that the marriage portion would 
be well secured. "Your relations," he wrote, in allu" 
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sion to his recent confinement, "have been very hard 
on me this last summer. Yet, as soon as I could go 
safely abroad, I pursued the business." Catharine Sedley 
entrusted Preston with a. letter in which, without alle
gory or circumlocution, she complained that her lover 
had left her a daughter to support, and begged very hard 
for money. But the two most important despatches 
were from Bishop Turner. They were directed to Mr. 
and Mrs. Redding: but the language was such as it 
would be thought abject in any gentleman to hold except 
to royalty. The Bishop assured their Majesties that he 
was devoted to their cause, that he earnestly wished 
for a great occasion to prove his zeal, and that he would 
DO more swerve from his duty to them than renounce 
his hope of heaven. He added, in phraseology meta
phorical indeed, but perfectly intelligible, that he was 
the mouthpiece of several of the nonjuring prelates, and 
especially of Sancroft. " Sir, I speak in the plural,"
these are the words of the letter to James, -" because 
I write my elder brother's sentiments as well as my own, 
and the rest of our family." The letter to Mary of 
:Modena is to the same effect. "I say this in behalf of 
my elder brother, and the rest of my nearest relations, 
as well as from myself."-

All the letters with which Preston was charged re
ferred the Court of Saint Germains to him for fuller 
information. He carried with him minutes in his own 
handwriting of the subjects on which he was to COD

verse with his master and with the ministers of Lewis. 
These minutes, though concise and desultory, can for 
the most part be interpreted without difficulty. The 
vulnerable points of the coast are mentioned. Gosport 
is defended only by palisades. The garrison of Ports-, • 

• The genuineness of these letters Tanner papers in the Bodleian Li
was once contested on very frivolous brary, and which will be found in the 
grounds. But the letter of Turner Life of Ken by a Layman, must 
to San croft, which is among the convince the most increduloua. 
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mouth is small. The French fleet ought to be out in 
April, and to fight before the Dutch are in the Channel. 
There are a few broken words clearly importing that 
some at least of the nonjuring bishops, when they de
clared, before God, that they abhorred the thought of 
inviting the French over, were dissembling.'-

Every thing was now ready for Preston's departure. 
But the owner of the James and Elizabeth had con
ceived a suspicion that the expedition for which his 
smack had been hired was rather of a political than of 
a commercial nature. It occurred to him that more 
might be made by informing against his passengers 
than by conveying them safely. . Intelligence o( what 
was passing was conveyed to the Lord President: No 
intelligence could be more welcome to him. J.Ie was 
delighted to find that it was in his power to give a 
signal proof of his attachment to the government 'which 
his enemies had accused him of betraying. He took 
his measures with his usual energy and dexterity. His 
eldest son, the Earl of Danby, a bold, 'Volatile, and 
somewhat eccentric young man, was fond of the sea, 
lived much among sailors,and was the proprietor of a 
small yacht of marvellous speed. This vessel, well 
manned, was placed under the command of a trusty 
officer named Billop, and was sent down the river, as 
if for the purpose of pressing mariners. 

At dead of night, the last night of the year .1690,_ 
Preston, Ashton and Elliot went on board of their 
smack near the Tower. They were in great dread lest 
they should be .stopped and searched, either by a frigate 
which lay off Woolwich, or by the guard posted at the 
blockhouse of Gravesend. But, when they had passed 
both frigate and blockhouse without being challenged, 
their spirits rose: their appetite became keen: they 

• The words are these: r< The But the satisfying of friends." The 
Modest Inquiry-The Bishops' An" Modest Inquiry was the pamphlet 
swer-Not the chilling of them- which hinted at Dewittiog. 
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unpacked a hamper well stored with roast beef, mince 
pies, and bottles of wine, and were just sitting down to 
their Christmas cheer, when the alarm was given that 
a vessel from Tilbury was flying through the water 
after them. They had scarcely time to hide theIJlselves 
in a dark hole among the gravel which was the ballast 
of their smack, when the chase was over, and Billop, 
at the head of an armed party, came on bO/l.rd. The 
hatches were taken up: the conspirators were arrested; 
and their clothes were strictly examined. Preston, in 
his agitation, had dropped on the gravel his official 
seal and the packet of which he was the bearer. The 
seal was discovered where it had fallen. Ashton, 
aware of the importance of the papers, snatched them 
up and tried to conceal them: but they were soon 
found in his bosom. 

The prisoners then tried to cajole or to corrupt Bil
lop. They called for wine, pledged him, praised his 
gentlemanlike demeanour, and assured hiI)1 that, if he 
would accompany them, nay, if he would only let that 
little roll of paper fall overboard into the Thames, his 
fortune would be made. The tide of affairs, they said, 
was on the turn: things could not go on for ever 
as they had gone on of late; and it was in the cap
tain's power to be as great and as rich as he could 
desire. Billop, though courteous, was inflexible. The 
conspirators became sensible that their necks were in im
minent danger. The emergency brought out strongly 
the true characters of all. the three, characters which, 
but for such an emergency, might have remained for 
ever unknown. Preston had always been reputed a 
highspirited and gallant gentleman: but the near pros
p~ct.of a dungeon and a gallows altogether unmanned 
him. Elliot stormed and blasphemed, vowed that, if he 
ever got free, he would be revenged, and, with horrible 
imprecations, called on the thunder to strike the yacht, 
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and on London Bridge to fall in and crush her .. Ash
ton alone behaved with manly firmness. 

Late in. the evening the yacht reached Whitehall 
Stairs; and the prisoners, strongly guarded, were con
ducted to the Secretary's office. The papers which 
had been found in Ashton's bosom were inspected that 
night by Nottingham and Caermarthen, and were, on 
the following morning, put by Caermarthen into the 
ha.:nds of the King. 

Soon it was known all over London that a plot had 
been detected, that the messengers whom the adherents • 
of James had sent to solicit the help of an invading 
army from France had been arrested by the agents of 
the vigilant and energetic Lord President, and that 
documentary evidence, which might affect the lives 
of some great men, was in the possession of the go
vernment. The J acobites were terrorstricken: the 
clamour of the Whigs against Caermarthen was sud
denly hushed; and the Session ended in perfect harmony. 
On the :fifth of January the JPng thanked the Houses 
for their support, and. assured them that he would not 
grant away any forfeited property in Ireland till they. 
should reassemble. He alluded to the plot which had 
just been discovered, and expressed a hope that the 
friends of England would. not, at such a moment, be 
less active or less firmly united than her enemies. He 
then signified his pleasure that the Parliament should. 
adjourn. On the following day he set out, attended 
by a splendid train of nobles, for the Congress at the 
Hague.· 

• Lords' and Commons' Journals, Jan. 5. 169~; London Gazette, Jan. 8. 
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Abjuration Bill; brougbt into tbe House 
of Commons, 570. Its provisiona, 571. 
Tyranny of its last clause, 571, 572. 
Thrown out, 579. Another Abjuration 
Bill introduced into the House of Lords, 
579. Its provisions, 674. Tbe bill com-
mitted, but never reported, 575. . 

Addison, Joseph; reference to, 98. note. 
Admiralty; under tbe control of James II., 

14. Its administration confided to a 
board, 19. A new Commission of, issued, 
549. 

Aldricb, Dean of Christcburcb; one of the 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners, 470. His 
character and abilities, 470. Absents 
himself from the meetings of the Com
mission. 472. 

Allegiftnce, Oath of; required of the mem
bers of both Houses, 91. 82. Diacussions 
on the bill for settling the, 99. See Oaths 
of Allegiance and Supremacy. 

AIOllander VIII., Pope; his accession to 
the Papal chair,499. Refuses to acknow
ledge the bishops appointed by Lewis Xl V. 
in France, 440. 

Alsop, Vinceut; his zeal in favour of the 
dispensing power, 7 I. 

Amsterdam; public rejoicings at, on the ac
cession of William and Mary, 9. 

Angus, Earl of; raiaes the Cameronian re
giment,944. 

A noandale; elLCesaes of the Covenanlen in, 
260. 

Annandale, Earl of; joins the Club of 
Edinburgh, 298. Absents himself from 
the command of his regiment at the battle 
of Killiecrankie, 955. His regiment 
routed, 961. Proceeds with Montgo
mery and Ross to London, 682. Returns 
to Edinburgb, 683. Promises made to 
bim by Mary of Modena, 696. Breaks 

with the Jacobites and beeomes a Wi)_ 
liamite again, 697. Retires to Bath, 
699. Brought up to London by a war
rant, 699. 

Anne, the Princess (afterwards Queen); in •. 
civility of William II I. to her, 51. Gives 
birth to a son .. William Duke of Glou
cester, 995. The King acts as sponsor at 
the baptism,995. Annuities granted.to 
her, 559, 560. Not on good terms with 
the King and Queen, 560. Her stu
pidity, 560. Her fondness lbr Lady 
Marlborough, 560._ Her bigotry, 563. 
Boundless intluence of the ChurcbiIl. 
over her, 569. A - Princess's party 
funned iu Parliament, 564. Annoyance 
of the Queen at tbe conduct of the Prin
cess, 564. An annuity of fifty thousand 
pounds settled on her, 556. Renewal of 
ber friendsbip with tbe Queen, 566. 

Anne'. Bounty, Queen; founded by the 
perseverance of Bishop Burnet, 78. 

Antrim; migration of the people ot; to 
Londonderry, 169. 

Antrim, Alexander Macdonnell, Earl of i 
hi. marcb to occupy Londonderry, 144. 
Refused admittance by the citizens, 144, 
145. Retires to Coleraine, 146. II is 
share in the battle of tbe Boyne, 680, 681. 

A pocrypba; diseussions respecting the, 490. 
Appin, Stewarts of. See Stewarts of Appm. 
Apprentices; the thirteen, of Londond~rry, 

145. 
Arbutus; the, in Kerry, ISS. 
Architecture; the, of Hampton Court, 55. 

A favourite amusement of William III., 
55, 

Argyle, Marquess of, (fatllerof Earl Archi
bald); hi. ambition and intluence among 
the Campbell., 916, 817. His son Ar
chibald, 917. His grandson, 271. 818. 
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Argyle, Archibald,Earlof; his defeat ofthe 
confederacy formed against him, 917. 
Driven into exile, 817. His return, re
bellionand execution, 917. His son, 271. 
291. 918.949. 

.Argyle, Earl of (son of Earl Archibald); 
presents himself at the Convention in 
Edinburgb, 271. Appointed one of 
the Commissioners to carry the instru
ment of government of the Scotcb 
Con.ention to London, 291. Returns to 
Scotland and claims his title and estates. 
91S. Empowered by William III. to 
raise an army on his domains for the ser
vice of the Crown, 918. Alarm of the ad
jacent cbieftains, 91S, 919. His diffi. 
culty in gathering his clan, 948. 

Argy lesltire; possessions of tbe Macdonald. 
in the, 915. 

Armada; the Spanisb, 62. 
Arminiauism; leaning of the High Church 

party towards, 94. 
Armstrong, Sir Thomas; llis case examined 

by the House of Commons,· 525. His 
/light and arrest at Leyden, 525. His 
daughter, 526. Hi. ellecution,527. Ap
pearance of his daugbter at tbe bar of 
the House to demand vengeance, 527. 

Army; its discontent on the accession of 
William and Mary, ~ Causes of tbis, 4. 
Its alarining conduct in various places, 5. 
Disaffection of its Scottish corps, 9S, 
99. The revolt suppressed, 42. The 
first Mutiny Bill, 42. No standing army 
under the Plantagenets and Stuarts, 49. 
A version of every party in the state to 
a standing army, 44. ·Its maladministra
tion during the reigns of Charles 11. and 
James 11., 61. Tile army of James II. 
disbanded by order of Feversham, 26S. 
Frauds of the English Commissariat under 
IShales, 424. Villany of that of the army 
under the command of Schomberg, 501. 
State of that of William III., 624. 

Army, Highland. See Highlanders. 
Army, Irish; its numerical force under 

Tyrconnel, 155. Low station of many 
of the officers, 155. Smdl pay of tbe 
soldier., 155. Tbe army of James II., 
417,418. Tbe scanddous inefficiency of 
bis foot soldiers, 5S1. Its condition at 
the battle of the Boyne, 629. 

Articles of the Church of Englan:!; the 
clergy relieved from the necessity of sub
scribing, 94. 

Articles; Lords of the, of the Scottish Par
liament, 948 .• 

Ashton, John, 728. Arrested, 727. 
Assembly, ~enerd, of the Church of Scot-

land, 70S. Letter from William to tbe, 
70S. Its answer, 709. 

Athanasian Creed; discussed by the Eccle
siastical Commissioners, 478. 

Athol; Blair Castle at, 858. Troubles in, 
. 851. Jacobite leaning of the men of, 952. 

Their ravages in Argyle, 952. Called to 
arms by two leaders, 858. They juin the 
camp at Blair: 969. 

Athol, Marquess of; supported by the 
Jacobites at tbe Scottish Convention, 272. 
His abilities and dishonourable character, 
272. Takes Joart with Dundee in his 
.Jacobite transactions, 280. His tardiness 
and its results, 280. Refuses to vote on 
the Tesolution tbat James bad forfeited 
his crown, 286. His power in the Higb
lands, 851. His faithless character, 351. 
Distrusted both by Jacobites and Wi!
liamites, 851. Steals away CWIIl Scotland 
and settles at Bath, 9!i2. 

Atkyns, Sir Robert; appointed Chief Baron, 
29. Chosen Speaker of the House of 
Lords, 497. 

Attainder, Act of I passed by tbe Irish 
Parliament of James n., 216. Reversal 
of attainders in the first Parliament of 
William and Mary, 882. 

Auverquerque; appointed Master of tbe 
Horse, 24. His courage, 25. Aecom
panies William to the siege of Limerick, 
668. 

Avaux, the Count ol;his character and 
abilities, 16S. Chosen as ambassador to 
accompany James II. to Ireland, 169. 
His instructions, 169. Sworn of the 
Privy Council, 175. Supports the Irish 
party, wbich desires to he placed under 
the goverument of France, lSI. His 
dislike of Melfort. IS2. Accompanies 
the King to Ulster, 184. He begs 
the King to return to Dublin, 185. 
Leaves the King, anti retraces hi. 
step. to Dublin, IS7. Remonstrates with 
James to abstain from openly opposing 
the repeal of the Act of Settlement, 219. 
Persuade. the King not to dlow Irish 
Protestants to possess arms, ·221. His 
character compared with that of Count 
Rosen, 291, 232. His atrocious advice 
to James, 415. His couose! rejected, 
416. His opinion of the Irish t.l"oops, 
417. His astonisbment at the energy of 
tl.~ Irish on the news of the landing of 
the English, 419. His adjurations to 
James to prohibit marauding in the Irish 
infantry, 581. Recalled to France, 584. 
Send. a translation of Penn's letter to 
James to Lewis, 5S7. 
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'A uotria; her aIlian"" with England in the 
great coalition, 12'. 

Ayl.sbury, Eadof; takea tbe Oatb of Alle
giance to William Ill .. 93. His traitorous 
conduct, 586. 

Ayrahire; disturbancea of the Covenantero 
in, 250. The COVenan..... from, called 
to .. me in Edinburgb, 282. 

Baker, 1\1ajor Henry; calla tbe people of 
Londonderry to arnu, 1111. Appointed 
one of the governora of tbe city, 195. 
Di .. of fever, 229. 

Baleamm, Colin Lindaay, Earl of; bie ala· 
tion and cbaracter, 268. Meeta James 
II. at Wbitehall, 269. Gr_ William 
at St. James's, 269. His wife'. relation. 
ship to William, 270. Returns to Soot· 
land, 270. PrevailB on the Duke of 
GordoD to bold tbe Castle of Edinburgb 
for King James, 271. 274. Appliea to 
tbe Convention for assistance, 277. Ar
rested and imprisoned in. the Tolbootb, 
9211. His perjury, 687. His mortin· 
.,..tion at finding his name not even men. 
tioned in tbe letter of Mary of Modena 
to the Club, 696. 

Dallour'. regiment, 555. Broken and it. 
"hief killed at Killiecrank;", 561. 

Ballenacb, Stewart of; aummoDS tbe elan 
Atbol for King James, 559. 

Ballincarrig, Castle of; taken and destroyed 
by tbe Enniskillener .. 226. 

Bandon; muots of tbe Englisbryat, 199. 
Reduced by Lieutenant General Ma
cArthy, 160, 161. 

Bantry Bay; naval skirmiab between tbe 
Englisb and Frencb f1eeta in, 201. 

Baptismal ..... i .. ; the, discussed by tbe 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners, 472, 473. 

Baptista; relieved by the Toleration Act, 
85. Large Bumbe ... ~ at the time of 
the Revolution, 96. 

Balillon; end of bi. political eareer, 167. 
Hi. deatb, 1611. 

Batavian federation; joins tbe great eoa· 
Iition, ] 22. Manifesto o~ declaring war 
against France, 127. 

Bates, 88. 
Bavaria; Elector of. aceupies Cologne, 437. 
Hazter, Ricbard, 88. Charitable sentiments 

expressed by bim before taking tbe Oatbs 
of Allegiance and Supremacy, 89. 

Bayonet; improved by General Maekay, 
971. 

Beacby Head; battle of, 608. 
Bestoun, Cardinal, 276. 
Beaufbrt. Henry Somerset, Duke of; takes 

the Oatb of Allegiance to William UI., 

32. Entertain. King William at Bad
minton, 677. 

Beaumont; commands bis .. giment at the 
battle of tbe Boyne, 624. 

Beccario, 88. 
Belfast; its present condition compared 

witb that at the time of the Revolution. 
615, 616. Landing of William Ill. at, 
1>16. Joy of tbe inhabitants at bis arrival, 
616. The castle of tbe Cbicbesters at, 611 •• 

Belhaven, Lord j commands a regiment at 
KiIlieerlll1kie, 855. His gallantry in tbe 
battle,561. 

Belturbet; action between tbe Enniskil· 
Ieners and Roman Catholics at, 227. 

Bentbam, Jeremy, 85. 
Bentinck (afterwards Earl of Portland); 

appointed Groom of tbe Stole to William 
I II., 24. See Portland. 

Berry, Lieutenant Colonel; sent to tbe 
.... istance of tbe Enniskilleners. 242. 
Sent to raise tbe siege of tbe Castle of 
Crum, 242. Meeta Macarthy's troops at 
Newton Butler, 249. 

Berwick, Duke of; follows James II. to 
Ireland, 166. Ubtains an advantage oYer 
tbe Enniskilleners, 241. Appointed Com
mander in Cbief of tbe Irish army,676. 

Beveridge; bis Latin sermon before Convo· 
cation, 489. 

BilIop; bis arrest of tbe Jacobite conspi
rators in the Thames, 726. 

Bircb, Colonel, 91. His suggestions for 
stopping tbe revolt of tbe soldiery, 40. 
His speecb on the gallantry of the people 
of Londonderry, 225. Opposes tbe in· 
temperate motion of Howe, 405. 

Bisbops; seanty attendance o~ at tbe coro· 
nation of William and Mary, 1111. (See 
Nonjuror •• ) 

Bishops, Irisb; bill brougbt into tbe lrisb 
Parliament for deposing all of tbem, 214. 

Blackmore; bis Prince Arthur referred to, 
24. note. Reference to bis Alfred, 912. 

Blackwell Hall, broadclotb of, 97. 
Hlair Castle, 359. Occupied by Stewart of 

Ballenach, 954. Summoned by Lord 
Murray to Burrender, 354. Besieged by 
Lord Murray, 954, 355. The siege 
raised, 957. Held by tbe Highlanders 
atter tbe battle of Killiecrankie, 366. 
Surrenders to Mackay, 577. 

Boisseleau; obtains the eommand of tbe 
Irisb garrison of Limerick, 668. 

Doom Hall, near Londonderry, 201. 
Borderers, the King's Own, 955. Com

manded by Lord Leven I't Killiecrankie, 
955.961. 

Boroughs, Irisb; under the influence of 
the Roman Catholics, 131, 132. 
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Boyne; beauties or the valley of the, 621. 
The ford at Oldbridge, 622. Battle of 
the, 629. 

Brandenburg; manifesto of, declaring war 
against France, 127. 

Breedlings; the, of tbe Fens, 41. 
Brest fleet; placed at tbe disposal of James 

II., 165. Sails for Ireland, and lands 
James at Kinsale, 169, 170. 

:Brown, Tom; his remarks on the Presby
terian divines, 98. note. 

Browning, Micaiab (master of the Mount
joy); breaks the boom in the Foyle, 235. 
His death, 236. 

Buchan; appointed general in chief of the 
Jacobites in Scotland, 683. Surprised by 
Sir Thomas Livingstone, and his army 
routed. 684. 

BUI'net, Bishop; his generosity to the Earl 
of Rochester, 53. Appointed to the va
cant see of Salisbury, 75. Haled by the 
Anglican priesthood, 75. His conversa· 
tion with tbe Queen respecting the duties 
of bishops, 78. His zeal in performing 
his duty, 78. His success in establishing 
Queen Anne's Bounty, 78. His opeecb 
in Parliament for the retention of the 
last clause of the Comprehension Act, 
112. His endeavour to make the clergy 
an exception to the provisions of the bill 
for settling ti,e oaths of fealty, 114. His 
coronation sermon, 118, 119. Extract 
from it, 254. note. His efforts to uphold 
prelacy in Scotland, 259. His desire to 
strike out the Athanasian Creed from the 
Liturgy altogether, 473. His share in 
the eonslruction of the Dill of Rigllts, 
498. His sermon at Bow -Church on the 
fast day, 552. note. The King's interview 
with him pr~vious to the expedition into 
[reland, 600. 

Burt, Captain; his description of the High
lands at the time of the Revolution, 501, 
502. 

Burton, John Hill; reference to his His
tory of Scotland, 255. note. 

Butler, Captain; leads the furlorn bope at 
tbe assault on Londonderry, 199. Takes 
part in the blockade, 200. 

Cabal; the, the originators of parliamentary 
bribery, 545. 

Caermarthen, Marquess of; Lord Danby 
created, 121. Attacked by Howe in the 
House of Commons, 406. His influence 
in the l\1i"istry, 516. Implores the King 
not to return to Holland, 530. Continues 
to be President under the new govern
ment, and in reality chief minister, 538. 
His ill health, 538. His employment of 

parliamentary bribery, 545. AppointE'd 
to be chief adviser to the Queen during 
William's stay in Ireland, 598. A nimo
sity of the Whigs against him, 718. His 
mortification at the promotion of Sidney 
to the Secretaryship, 720. Obtains in
formation of a Jacobite plot, 726. Sends 
his son to intercept the vessel containing 
the messengers of the conspirators, 726. 

Caillemot, Count de; appointed Colouel 
of a Huguenot regiment under Schom
berg, 412. His share in the battle of the 
Boyne, 630. Mortally wounded, 632. 

Calendar, ecclesiastical; revised by the Ec
clesiastical Commission, 479. 

Calvin, John; bis observance of the festival 
of Christmas, 249. 

Calvinism; leaning of the Low Church party 
towards, 94. 

Calvinistic Cburch government. See Pres
byterians. 

Calvinists of Scotland, 249. See Preshy
terians. 

CamboR, M.; appointed to the command 
of one of the Huguenot regiments under 
Scbomberg, 412. 

Cambridge; population of, at the time of 
the Revolution of 1688,41. 

Cambridge University; its disgust at the 
proceedings of the Wbigs respecting the 
Bill of Indemnity, 536. Its sympathy 
with their victims, 536. 

Cameron, Sir Ewan, of Lochiel: bis sur
name of the Black, 919,.'120. His perso
nal appearance, his character, and singular 
talents, 920. His patronage of literature, 
521. His homage to tbe house of Ar
gyle, 921. Joins the Cavaliers, 521. 
Knighted by James H., 521. Singular 
compliment paid to him in the English 
Court, 322. His treatment of the Sheriff 
of Invernessshire, 522. His dread orlbe 
restoration of the house of Argyle, S22. 
Tbe gathering of the insurrectionary clans 
at his bouse, 530. Opposes the proposi
tion of Dundee to induce tbe clans to 
submit to one command, SS9. Macdo
nald of Glengarry quarrels with him, 340, 
541. Assembles his clan to assist Dun
dee in Athol, S55. His advice to hazard 
a battle at Killiecrankie, 557. Influence 
of his physical prowess, 359. Endeavours 
to pcr_uade Dundee not to risk his life 
in hattie, 359. Charges at the head of 
his men in the tbickest of tbe fight, S60. 
Proposes to give Mackay hattie again, 
372. Overruled, MS. Retires to Lo
chaber in ill humour, 37S. Induces the 
clans to promise to reassemble, 689. Ac
cidentally wounded, 684, 685. 
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Cam.rons; the.r dread of the restoration of 
the power of the house of Argylp, 822. 
See Cameron, Sir Ewan. 

Cameron ian regiment; raised by the Earl 
of Angu.. 344. Its first Lieuterumt 
Colonel, Cleland, 94S. Its rigid Puri
tanism, 94S. Its chaplain shields, 94S. 
Ordered to be stationed at Dunkeld, 974. 
Attacked by tbe Highlanders, 875. Re
pulses them, 976. 

Campbell., the; jeAlousy of the Cameron. 
ofthe ."""ndenc, ofthe, 9 J 5. The .mhi
tion of Mac Callum More, 916. His 
inOuence, 916. The Marquess of Argyle 
in 1698, 916. The Campbell. defeated 
at the battle of Inverloehy, 917. E.r1 
Archibald of Argyle, 917. His son, 918. 
In,urrectionl of the clans bostile to the, 
930. Disarmed and disorganized. 949. 

Cannon, General; commands the Irish foot 
at Killiecrankie, 95S. His position in the 
field, 958. Hi. command of Ihe High_ 
lander. after the death of Dundee, 970. 
His hesitations and blunders, 570. In
... easing disorder. in his camp, 972. Some 
of the Highland chiefs quit the camp, 
579. Attacks tbe Cameronians at Dun
keld and i. repulsed, 977. His High
Iande .. leave for their homes, 577. He 
departs witb his Irish troops to the Isle 
of IUull, 977. Becomes second in com
mand to Buehan, 689. Escapes in his 
shirt from the surprise of Strathspey, 684. 

Canterbury, Archbishopric of; its former 
importance compared with that of York, 
484-

Capel, Sir Henry; appointed a Commi.
Bioner of the Treasury, 21. Signs the 
warrant for the arrest of Clarendon, 60S. 

Carlingford; destruction of, 420. 
Carmichael, Lord; sent by William as Com

misoioner to the General Assembly, 70R. 
CRrstairs, the Reverend William; his abili

tiea and character, 297.. ConndeDce re .. 
posed in him by William Ill., 297. 
Named cbaplain to tbeir Majesties for 
Scotland, 298. 

Cartwright, Bishop of Cbester, 74. Follows 
.James 1 L to Ireland, 166. Sworn oCthe 
Privy Council, 175. His deatb, 221. 

Castle Drummond, 965 .. 
Castlemaine; impeached and sent to the 

Tower,5U. . 
Catechism, the Longer and Shorter, of the 

Scottish Cburch, 690. 
Catinat; marchea with a French army into 

Savoy, 710. 
Cavalier.; their torment and ruin of dis

lenting divines, 89. Their sanguinary 
proscriptions, 577. 

Cavan; migration of Ihe Protestants of, to 
Enniskillen, 169. Victories of the En
niskilleners int 226. 

Cavanagh; his Kerry men, 'Zoo. 
Cavendish, Lady; presented to William and 

Mary, 2. Her romance, 2. note. Her 
description of tbe Court on tbe evening of 
the proclamation, 2. 

Celtic clans of Scotland. See Highlander •• 
Cibber, Colley; his Nonjuror, 467. 
Cirencester; alarming conduct of the troop. 

at,S. 
Citters, Van; his long residence in England, 

595. 
Civil List; the, of the seventeentb century, 

556,557,558. 
Charlemont; arrival. of .James II. at, ) 84. 

Wretched condition of, 184. 
Charles Frederick, Duke of Wirtemberg; 

commands the Danish mercenaries at the 
battle of tbe. Boyne, 62S. 63 I, 692. .Joins 
Marlborough at Cork, 678. Hi. dispute 
with Marlborough, 678. The quarrel 
accommodated, 679. . 

Charles I.; his judges and executioners ex
cluded from tbe benefits of the Act of 
Grace of William III., 576. 

Charles II.; hi. indolence and fondness for 
pleasure, ) 9. His revenue, 55. His vi
vacity and good nature, 50. :Maladmi
nistration during his reign, 61. His ig
nominious dependence on France, 62. 
Treatment of Scotland during .bis reign, 
255. Proposes a commercial treaty be. 
tween England and Scotland, 25S. Offer. 
to mediate between the Scottish Parlia
ment and England, 256. 

Charles II., of Spain; joins the coalition 
against France, 122. Accused by Lewis 
of leaguing witb hereties, 125. Answer 
of Charles, 126. 

Charleville; muster of the Englishry at, 139. 
Taken from the Protestants by the Ro· 
man Catholics, 160. 

Chateau Renaud, Admiral Count de; skir
mishes with the English Oeet in Bantry 
Bay, 201. Returns to Brest, 202. 

Chichester, family of; its castle at Belfast, 
616. 

Chimney Tax. See Hearth Mone.1. 
China, porcelain of; origin of the taste for, 

in England, 56. 
Christmas; festival of, .eobserved by the 

Calvinists of Genev .. 249. 
Cbryso.tom ; deprivation 0(, referred to. 

102. 
Church 01 England; Arminianism and Cal

vinism in the, 94. .. Rabbling" of the 
Episcopalian clergy in Scotland, 248, 
:249, 250. Form of notice served on 



734 INDEX TO 

them, 251. Wish of Low Churchmen 
to preserve Episcopacy in Scotland, 258. 
Opinions of William III. about Church 
government in Scotland, 259. Compar
ative strength of religious parties in Scot
land, 261. Episcopacy abolished in Scot
land, ~87. An Ecclesiastical Commission 
issued,470. Proceedings oltbe Commis
sion, 471. See Higb Church; Low 
Church. 

Church of Scotland; a church established 
by law odious to Scotchmen, 247. Le
gislation respecting the,,688. The law 
fixing the ecclesiastical constitution of 
Scotland, 690. The Confession of Faith, 
and the Longer and Shortu Catechism. 
690. The synodical polity reestablisbed, 
691. The power given to the sixty de
posed ministers, 691. Patronage abo
lisbed, 694. General acquiescenee in the 
new ecclesiastical polity, 700. Meeting 
of the General Assembly, 708. 

Churchill, John, Baron (afterwards Duke 
of Marlborough); created Earl of Marl
borough, 121. Sce Marlborough, Earlot 

Churchmen; their determination not to 
submit te supercilious and uncharitable 
Puritans, 92. 

Claim of Right; the, of tbe Scottish Con
vention, 287. The clause abolishing 
episcopacy in Scotland inserted, 289. 

Clans, Celtic, of Scotland. See Higb
landers. 

Clarges, Sir Thomas; his motion of a vote 
of tbanks to tbe King, 569-

Clarendon, Lord Chanee1lor; his impeach
ment, IS. 

Clarendon, Henry Hyde, Earl of; refuses 
to take the Oath of Allegiance to William 
III., SS. His disgraceful conduct, 586. 
Evidence of bis being deeply concerned in 
tbe Jacohite schemes of insurrection, 599. 
Receives a warning from William, 599. 
Arrested and lodged in the Tower, 605. 
Released and joins a Jacobite conspiracy, 
'121. 

Cleland, William; his share in the insur
rection at Bothwell Bridge, 276. His 
enmity to the Viscount Dundee, 2'16. 
His attainments end cbaracter, 2'16. Ap
pointed Lieutenant Colonet of the Came
ranian regiment, MS. Repulses the High
landers at Dunkeld, 875. Sbot dead in 
the streets, 976. 

Cleland., the, 2'16. note. 
Clergy; their refusal to join in the triumph 

of William and Mary, Causes of this, 4. 
Their zeal for the doctrine of nonresistance, 
4. Deputation of the Londou, to welcome 
William I] 4 '10. Relie<ed from the ne-

eessity of subscribing the Articles, 94. 
Their claims to consideration favourably 
regarded by the Wbigs, IOS,I04. Vebe
mentl y opposed by tbe Tories, 104, 105. 
CompeJled by Act of Parliament to take 
the oatbs of fealty to the King and Queen, 
114. Their exertions in sustaining the 
spirit of tbe people of Londonderry, 195. 
Tbe Irish Protestant clergy turned out of 
their livings, 209. An Act passed to 
enable the fugitive Irish clergy to hold 
prefennent in England,224. "Rabbling" 
the "curates D in Scotland, 249. 251. 
Divisions among the High Church party 
'""pecting the subject of the oaths, 440, 
441. Arguments for and against taking 
tbe oaths, 441. 445. Tbe" swearing 
clergy," 447. Their absurd theory of 
government, 447. A great majority of 
tbem take the oaths, 451. Genersl cha
racter of the nonjuriag clergy, 464. Tbeir 
temperate Convocation, 476, 477. III 
affected towards the King, 477. Their 
exasperation against the Dissenters by the 
proceedings of the Scotch Presbyterian .. 
481. Constitution of Convocation, 483. 
Tbe condition of tbe London and country 
clergymen compared, 499. Indulgence 
sbown by tbe King to the nonjuring pre
lates, 534. The clergy of Scotland or-' 
dered to publish the proclamation, and 
pray for William and l\Iary, 287. 

Clifford; his discovery of parliamentary 
bribery, 545. 

Clifford, Mrs.. the Jacobite agent, 592. 
602,603. 

Clonmel; abandoned by the Irish troops 
of James at the approach of William, 
662. . 

"Club," the; formed in Edinburgh. 298. 
Its members, 298. Its ascendency in the 
Scottish Parlisment, 948. Its introduc
tion of a law aimed at the Dalrymples, 
949. Its intrigues, 977, 378. Decline 
of its inlluence, 978. In a minority, 
687. Becomes a laughiog stock, 687 
The coalition between the Club aDd tbe 
Jacobites dissolved, 695. The chiefs be
tray each otber, 697. 

Clydesdale; .. rabbling" of tbe clergy in, 
250. 

Coalition, the great, against France; form
ation of, 122. Tbe states forming the 
coalition, 122. Victor Amsdeus joins it, 
710. 

Coin, base; issue of, by James II. in Ire
land, 216. 

Coldstreams; tbe, at the skirmish of Wal. 
court, 4S7. 

Coil of the Co .... 925. 
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Colleeu, the, altered b, Dean Patrick, 476_ 
Collier, Jeremy, 459. Beeomes a Donjuror, 

459. His .... ice to English literature, 
459. Hia talents and character, 459, 460. 

Cologne; occupied b, the EI..,tor of B ... 
.. ria, 437. 

CommilLlBlia&, English; huda of the, 424. 
Condition 01 that of the arm" of Schom
berg, .... d of William II I~ 501. 624. 

Committee of :frIurder or the House of 
Lordo, 511, Sill. 

Common Pra"er, Book of; aublimity of the 
diction of the, 475. Compared with the 
Latin Liturgies of the Roman Catholic 
Cbureb, 475. Altered b, the Ecclesias. 
tical Commiasioners, 476. 

Commons. See Houae of Common .. 
Comprehension; the question of, So. 
Comprehension Bill ; th ... of Nottingbam, 

80. Ita history, 89. Allowed to drop b" 
general concurrence, 90. Re.ie ... of its 
prooision.. 90, 91. Dread and aftr&ion 
ut'tbe I)iasenter& fur, 95. Divisinn amongst 
the Whigs .... pecting the Compreheneiaa 
Bill, 99. Debate in tbe House of Lords 
respecting it. lost clause, 110. Theamend. 
meD& lost, 1111. Sent dOW'll to the Com
mono, Ill1, Proposal to refer it to Can. 
vocation, Ill!, 119. The plan of, 468. 
Cau... ..hich conapired to inflame the 
parochial clerg, against Comprehension, 
481-48S. 

Compton, Henr" Bishop of London; bead. 
a deputation to .... Icome William 111., 
70. Supporta Nottingham'. Toleration 
and Comprebension Bills, 91. His letter 
to Arcbbishop Sancrot\ respecting these 
bilI.. 91. note. O"""piea the pi..,., ot 
the primate at tbe coronation of William 
and Mary, 1111. His discontent at the 
oe ... of TilIotaon's prospect of tbe pri. 
macy, 487. Presides at the meeting nf 
Convoeation, 489. 

Confession of Faith of the Scotti.h Church, 
690. Required to be ligaed b, every 
office bearer in every Universit, of Scot
land, 694. 

Conli_tions of the properl" of the Pro
testants in J reland, 208. 

Coningsb", Thomas; appointed Paymsster 
General of William's arm" in Ireland, 
6J8. 627. 

Constable, Lord High, office oftbe, 118. 
Conventirie Ant; its provisions. 8lI. Its 

harshness reI""ed by tbe Toleration Act, 
82. 

Convention, the. See Hou", of Commons. 
Convention, Scottish; summoned b" W il· 

!iam III.,248. Elections for the, 1148. 
J..etter from William III. to, lI62.267. 

IU ... ting of the, 1171. Election of the 
Duke or Hamilton as presiden&, lI79. 
Character of Scottisb stateamen of that 
period, 279. Appointment of a Com· 
mittee of Elections, 274. The Conven
tion summODS the Castle of Edinburgh 
to surrender, 5174. Receivea a letter 
frotn King James, 277. Read. the letter 
from William IlL and that from King 
James, 278. Passes a vote binding itself 
to continue .itting notwithstanding an" 
mandate in James'. Jetter to the contrary, 
278. Contents 01 James', letter, 1179. 
Agitation and cl_ of the sitting, 
1179. Fligbt of Viscount Dundee, 280. 
Tumultuous sitting of the Convention, 
1181. Returns a letter of thanks to King 
William, 11851. A Committee appointed 
to frame • plan of governmen&, 289. 
Andre... Macka" appointed general of 
tbe forces of tbe Convention, 284. Re. 
solutions proposed b" the Committee, 
declaring that King James bad furfeited 
his cro.... 5186. William and Mary 
proclaimed, 287. The Claim of Right, 
287-1191. The Coronation Oath revised, 
291. Discontent of the Covenantera at 
the manner in which the Convention had 
decided the question of ecclesiastical 
polit", 299. Reassembling of the Con
vention, 347. Ant turning tbe Convention 
into a Parliament, 547. Act recognising 
William and Mary as King and Queen, 
947. Ascendea.", of the "Club," S48. 
The Act of Incapacitation carried, 950. 
Conflict between the Conventinn and the 
Lord High Commissioner Hamilton, 
SSo, SSI. The Parliament adjourned, 
966. 

Convocation; address of Parliament to Wil. 
liam III. to summon, liS. Appoi~ted 
to meet, 469. 476. The clern ill affected 
toward. King William, 477. Constitu
tion of the Convocation, 483. The Con. 
voeations of Canterbur" and York, 483. 
The two Hou .... 484. El..,tion of mem
bers, 486. The Convoeation meets, 488. 
Beveridge's Latin aermon, 489. Tbe 
High Chur.:h party a majori." in the 
Lower House, 489. The King's .. arrant 
Bnd message, -191. Difference between 
the two Houses, 491. Presents an ad
elr_ to the King,492. The :u.wer House 
proves unmanageable, 492. Proroglled,' 
494. 

Con"ngbam, Sir Albert; bit share in the 
battIe of the Boyne, 626. His seat near 
tbe Boyne, 621. 626. • • 

Cork; il& present state compared WIth us 
condition at tha time of the Re\'Oluti~ 
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178. Visit, of James II. to, 171, 172. 
Besieged by Marlborougb, 679. The Old 
Fort, 679. The Cathedral, 679. The 
Mall, 679. Grafton Street, 680. Capi
tulation of the garrison, 680. 

Cornisb, Henry; bis attainder reversed, 
882. 

Coronation of William and Mary, 118. The 
coronation medal, 120. 

Coronatio~ Oatb; discussion on tbe bill for 
settling, 115. Revisal of tbe, by tbe 
Convention of Scotland, 291. 

Corporation Act; bill for repealing the, 
109. The debate adjourned and not 
revived, 11 O. 

Corporation Bill; introduced into the Com
mons, 517. Sacbe ... erell's clause, 517. 
Sir Robert Howard's motion, 518. Tu
multuous debate on tbe bill, 522. Tbe 
odious clauses lost, 522. 

Corruption, parliamentary; rise and pro· 
gress of, in England, 541. 

Corryarrick, 825. 829. 
Cosmas Atticus; deprivation of, referred to, 

102. 
Cotton, Sir Robert; his opinion on tbe Co

ronation Oatb Bill, 117. note. 
Council, Privy; tbe first, of William III. 

sworn in, 15. 
Covenanters; disgust of rigid, at the reve

rence paid to tbe bolidays of tbe Cburch, 
249. Tbe Cburcb clergymen "rabbled" 
by the Covenanters, 249, 250. Fears of 
tbe elder Covenanters respecting tbe pro
ceedings of tbeir riotous brethren, 251. 
Their outrages in Glasgow, 252. Their 
inflexible pertinacity of principle, 278. 
Tbey tbreaten the life of.Viscount Dun
dee, 275. 277. Tbeir singularly savage 
and implacable temper, 275. Tbe Cove
nanters from Ayrsbire and Lanarksbire 
called to arms in Edinburgb, 282. Tbeir 
discontent at tbe manner in wbicb tbe 
Convention had decided tbe question of 
ecclesiastical polity, 298. Their scruples 
about taking up arms for King William, 
818. Tbeir deadly hatred of Dundee, 
548. Their sufferings at his bands, 544. 
Determination of the majority not to 
take up arm", 844. 

Coventry; Commissioner of tbe Treasury, 
18. 

Crane; bears a letter from James to tbe 
Scottisb Convention, 277. Admitted to 
tbe sitting, 278. 

Crawford, Earl of; appointed President of 
tbe Scottish Parliament, 295. His rigid 
Presbyterianiom, 295. His character, 
296. His poverty, 296. 

Creaght., or Rapparees, of VIs!er, 673. 

Cromwell, Oliver; hi. position in tbe ga
vernment compared with that of a Prime 
Minister, 18. His wisdom and liberality 
respecting the freedom of trade witil 
Scotland, 254. 

Crone (a Jacobite messenger from St. Ger
mains); sets out with despatches from 
England, 591. Betrayed by bis com
panion, Fuller, 591. Arrested, and 
brought to Wbitehall, 592. Brougbt to 
trial, 593. 60\. Found guilty, 602. 
Visited by Secretary Nottingbam in New
gate, 608. Respited for a week, 608. 
Brougbt before the Privy Council, to 
whom he furnishes important information, 
60S. 

Cross, Godfrey; . executed as a traitor, 720, 
721. 

Crosses, fiery, in Scotland, 830. 
Crum, Castle of; besieged by Viscount 

Mountcasbel, 242. 
Cumberland, Dukedom of; given to Prince 

George of Denmark, 120. 
Cunningham, Colonel; arri ... e. at L";.ldon

derry witb reinforcements for the garrison, 
189. Treacherously dissuaded by the 
governor, Lundy, from landing, 190. 
Sent to the Gate House, 225. 

Cutts, J obn; commands a regiment at the 
battle of the Boyne, 624-

D' Alembert, 85. 
Dalkeith, Earl of, son of the Duke of Mon

mouth; his marriage to the Lady Hen
rietta Hyde, 118. note. 

Dalrymple, family of; its talents, misfor
tunes and misdeeds, 268, 264-

Dalrymple, Sir James, of Stair; chief ad
viser of William II I. on Scotch matters, 
268. Tales told of him, 264. His high 
attainments and station, 264. Sketch of 
his career, 264. His letter respecting the 
abolition of episcopacy in Scotland, 289. 
Appointed President of the Court of Ses
sion, 296. Jealousy of the Club at biB 
prosperity and power, 849. Takes hi. 
place as President of tbe Court of Sessioll, 
878. 

Dalrymple, Sir Jobn; hi. services rewarded 
by a remission of the forfeiture of his 
father's estates, 265. His talents and 
character, 266. Frames tbe resolution of 
the Scottisb Convention declaring the 
throne vacant, 286. Appointed a Com 
missioner to carry the instrument of 
government of tbe Scotcb Convention to 
London, 291. Appointed Lord Advo .. 
cato, 296. The law aimed by the Club at 
his filther and him, 349. His answer to 
the asperity of l\Iontgomery, 688. 
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Daly; one or the judgeo of the Irish Com
mon Pleas, I so. Olf.nds the Irish House 
of Common .. 1l07. 

Danby, Thomas, Earl or; his impeachment, 
16. Accept. the Presidency of the Coun
cil ander William 111., 16, Public feel
ing regarding him, 16. Hi, inveterate 
enmity to Halifa., 6S. He withdraW'll 
'rom Court, 63. Created Marque .. of 
Ca.rmarthen, III I. See Caermarthen, 
Marqu ... or. 

Danish mercenaries at th. battle of the 
Boyne, 625. Dreaded by the Irisb, 625. 
631,652. 

Dartmouth, George Legge, Earl of; takes 
the Oath of Allegiance to William III., 
59. His traitoroua conduct, 586. Joins 
the Jacobite conspiracy, 721. 

D.lamere, Henry Bonth, Lord, S. Ap. 
pointed Chancellor of the Ellchequer, 20. 
Hia cbaracter, 65. His jealousy of Mor_ 
daunt, 65. Resigns tbe Cbancellorship 
of the Ellchequer,SS9. Created Earl of 
Warri .. gton,SS9. His bitter complain ... 
S3i1. 

D~nnis, Saint, battle of; reference to, 25. 
De Ruyter, Admiral, 61. 
Derry. See Londonderry. 
Derry, Walker, Bishop of. See Walker. 
Devonshire I rising in, to repel the threa-

tened invasion of the French, 651, 652. 
Devonshir .. William Cavendish, Earl or; 

appointed to the High Stewardship, 29. 
IIi. attachment to the Iiberti .. of Eng
land, 2'1. Absents himself from Parlia
ment during the discussion on the Sa
.. omental Test, 110. Created a Knight 
of the Garter, 120. Case of, examined by 
the Hou ... of Lord .. 9R4. The sentence 
of the King'. Bench reversed, 984. 

Diarmid; the children of, 916. 918. 
Directory, the, of the Seottish Church, 

6~0. 
Dispensing power, the, 500. 
Dissenters; the first legal indulgence granted 

to, 69. Their gratitude for it, 72. Le
niency with which they were regarded by 
Lo ... Churchmen, 79. Peculiar grievances 
of their clergy, 82. The Act of Unifor
mity, 82. The Five Mile Act, 82. The 
Conventicle Act, 82. Their dread and 
aversion of Comprehension, 95. InSuence 
of the dissenting minister over bis Sock, 
97. \'alue of his position, in a worldly 
.. iew, compared with that of a chaplain 
of the Church of England, 98. Attempt 
to relieve the Dissentera, 99. 

Division lists; first printed and circulated, 
585. 

Dod ... el!, ProCessor Henry; his absurd at-

tempts to distingUish betWeen the depri
vations of 1559 and those of 1689, lOS. 
Included in the Act of Attainder of the 
Irish Parliament, 218. Becomes a non
juror, 461. His erudition, 461. Hi. 
singular works, 461. 

Dobna, Christophe Count de; hi. .. Me.. 
moires Originaull: sur Ie Regne et I. Cour 
de Frederic I., Roi de Prusse," quoted, 
58. note. 

Donegal; the Roman Catholics defuated at, 
226. 

Donore, 621. James takes his position at, 
622. ' 

Dorset, Charles Sackville, Earl of; ap_ 
pointed Lord Chamherlain to William 
IJ I., 28. His generosity to Dryden, 29, 
24. 

Douglas; great meeting of the Covenanters 
in the parish church of, S44. 

Douglas, Andrew; Master of the Phreni", 
assists in relieving Londonderry, 285. 

Douglas, James; commands the Seotch 
Guards at the battle of the Boyne, 624. 
629. 

Dover, Henry Jermyn, Lord; accompanies 
James IL to Ireland, 166. Re"eives 
'VilIi.m's promise of pardon, 71S. 

Drogheda, port of, 621. Its condition at 
present and at the time of the Revolution, 
621,622. Held by James II., 622. Sur
render. to the Englioh without a blow, 
698 •• 

Dromore; the Protestants make a stand at, 
16S. 

Drowes river; Irish forces encamped on 
the, 241. 

Dryden, John; deposed from the Laureate
ship, 2S, 24. Treated with generosity by 
the Lord Chamberlain Dorset, 24. His 
piteous complaints, 24. Contempt of the 
honest Jacobites for his wbinings, 24. 
His conversation with CharI .. II. about 
poetry, 50. The origin of Dryden'S 
medal, 50. note. H is dedication to tile 
play of Arthur, 655. 

Dublin; Tyrconnel's motto on the Castle 
Sag, 154. Entry of James II. into, 17S. 
Its condition at the time of the Revolu
tion, 179. Its present graceful and stately 
appearance, 174 .. Wretched stat; o,f Dub
lin Castle, 174. The new bUlldmg. of 
Tyrconnel, 174. A proclamation issued 
convoking a Parliament, 175. Factions 
at the Castle, 177. Alarm of, at the news 
from the North, 245. The French soldier. 
billeted on Protestants in, 585., Fearful 
agitation in, on the news of the landing of 
William, 617. The Protestants forbidde12 
to lean their- homes after nightfall, 617. 
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The gaols and pUblio buildings crammed 
witb prisoner., 617. Reports in the city 
respecting the battle of the Boyne, 638. 
The evil tidings reach the city, 639. 
Arrival of James and the remnant of 
the defeated army. 639. Evacuated by 
the French and Irish troops, 641. A 
provisional government formed to wel
come King William, 642. William'. entry 
into the city, 643. 

Dublin University; fellows and scholars 
ejected from, and allowed as a favour to 

, depart in safety, 221, 222. 
Duinbe Wassel; Highland title of, 805. 
Duleek, pass of; occupied by the Irish, 

630.637. And by the army of William, 
638. 

Dumont'. Corp. Universel Diplomstique, 
127.' note. 

Duncannon, fori of; taken by William Ill., 
662. 

Dunciad, the, 870. 889. 
Dundalk; Schomberg'. entrenchments near, 
.425. • 

Dundee, John Graham, Viscount; his com
mand of the Scottish troops stationed near 
Watford to oppose the Dutch, 268. His 
courage and military skill, 268. His troops 
disbanded, 268. Hi. reception by James 
II. at Whitehall, 269. Greets William 
at St. James's, 269. Absurd story about 
William III. and Dundee, 269. note. He 
returns to Scotland under an escort of 
cavalry, 270. Prevails on the Duke of 
Gordon to bold the Castle of Edinburgh 
for King James, 271. 274. His life 
threatened by the Covenanters, 275. His 
enemy, William Cleland, 276. Applies. 
to the Convention for assistance, 277. 
His Bight from Edinburgh, 280. His 
fear of assassination, 280. Succeeds in 
raising the e1ana hostile to the Campbells, 
830. Surprises Perth, and makes some 
Whig gentlemen prisoners 830. His 
difficulties with the Highlanders, 834. 
Causes of those difficulties, 334-888. 
Calls. Council of War to endeavour to 
ina".Q the clans to submit to one com
mand, 3,,~ _ Suppor~ed bv_~-"'I 
Lords, Dunferuitltli' and '1}unkeld, 839. 
Retire. to hi. country seat in Scotland, 
326. Letter from James to him inter. 
cepted, 827. Ordered to be arrested, 828. 
Escapes to the camp of Macdonald of 
Keppoch, 828. His proposal for placing 
the clan. under one command rejected in 
council,389. Applies to King James for 
assistance, 842. The assistance promised, 
842. The war suspended, 842. Deadly 

. hatred of the Covenanters for Dundee, 

545. Summons the clan. for an expedi
tion to Athol, 855. Sets forth for Athol, 
855. Joined by Cannon with the Irish 
foot, 855. Arrives at Blair Castle, 5li7. 
Defeats the King's troops at Killiecrankie, 
860,861. Mortally wounded, 562. Ef
fect of his death, 566. His burial place, 
867. 

Dunfermline, James Seton, Earl ofj sup
ports Dundee, 559. 

Dunkeld; attack of the Highlanders on the 
Cameronian regiment at, 375. 

Dunkeld, James Galloway, Lord; supports 
Dundee, 539. 

Dunlop, the Presbyterian mioister, 697. 
Duras, Marshal; his 4evastation of the 

Palatinate, 122. 
Durfey, Tom, 50. 
Dutch; their joy and festivities on the ac

cession of William U I., 2. Favours be
stowed on those who stood highest in the 
Kiog's esteem, 24. The Dutch army in 
England suppresses the revolt of the anl
dier. at Ipswich, 41, 42. Preference of 
William III. for his Dutch favourites, 59. 
Their fidelity to him, 59. Dutch anldiers 
at the coronation of William and Mary, 
119. Unfavourable opinion entertained 
of them by the Presbyterians, 292. note. 
Their murmurings at William's pnrtiality 
for England, 485. III treated hy Tor
rington at the battle of Beachy Head, 607. 
Their bravery, 608. The Dutch Blues 
at the battle of the Boyne, 625. 627. 680, 
651,632-

Easter Monday; sitting of Parliament on, 
118. 

Ecclesiastical polity; views of William III. 
respecting,. 74. Opinions of the Earl of 
Nottingham concerning, 79. 

Ecclesiastical Commission; one issued, 470. 
Their proceedings, 471. 

Edinburgh; state of, at the time of the 
Revolution, 252. The Castle held by the 
Duke of Gordon for JamesU., 252. The 
College of Justice disarm themselves on 
William's proclamation beiog issued, 252. 
Arrival of Covenanters from the West, 
255. The Bishop of Edinburgh officiates 
at the Scottish Convention, 271. Tbe 
Castle summoned by the Convention to 
surrender, 274.. Refusal of Gordon to 
submit to the summons, 274, 275. The 
Earl of Leven caUs the people to arms, 
282. Gordon urged ·by the Jacobite. 
to fire on the city, 288. He r.efuses, 283. 
William and Mary proclaimed in Edin
burgh, 287. Formation of the .. Club," 
298. The Tolhoolh,818. 328. Surrender 
of the Castle to King William's troops, 



THE tBmi> VOLUME. 

S46 The _ion of Parliament at Edin
burgh, S47. Panic in Edinburl!h al the 
n .... of the bottle of Killi<!crankie, S65. 
Sittings of tbe Courts of Justice recom
menced, 978. 

Eland, Lord; bie defence or bis father 
Balif •• in Ibe Common .. 410. 

Election .. Committee of; appointed by tbe 
Scottish Convention, 274. 

Elizabeth, Queen; tbe schism of bet reign, 
95. Her ejeetion of the bisbops, 102. 

Elliot, the Jacobite, 729. Arrested, '121. 
Ely, Bishop of I join. the Jacobite con

'piracy, 721. 
Ely CalbaJral,41. 
Emigration or the Englisb from Ireland, 

19S. 
England; the Toleration Act • opeeimen 

of the peeulia •• irtueo and vi_ of En
glish legislation, 84. The praetieal ele
ment alw8Y. pre98il. in tbe Englisb 
legislature, 85. Declares war against 
France, 128. Discontent in England at 
tbe news or the &rrh'al of Jameo in 
Ireland, 175. Effect produced in Eng
land at the ne.. or the peroecutions 
in Ireland, 229. Queotion of a Union 
between England and Scotland raised, 
259. Hatred of tbe English fur the 
Highlanders in 1745, 910. It. strange 
rellu" of public feeling in tbeir favour, 
910. Conclude! a treaty with the 
States General, 496. It. general fast 
proclaimed, 552. Alarming symptoms of 
a Jacobite outbreak in the north of Eng
land, 589. Dang ..... of invasion and in
surrection, 603. Tounille's lleet in tbe 
Channel, 60s. France successful on 
land and at _ 609. Alarm of England, 
610. Spirit of the nation, 610. Anti
pathy of the Engl ish to tbe Frencb, 611. 
655. Attempts of Tounille to malte a 
descent on England, 649. The country 
in arms, 652, 659. 

Ennisltillen; one or tbe principal strong
holds of tbe Englishry at Ibe time of tbe 
Re.olution, IS9. Its situation and n
tent at tbat period. 140. lts hilasted 
Protestantism, 140. I ts determination 
to ...,.i,t Tyrconnel's two regiments being 
quartered on them, 140. Ita arrange
ments for defence, 141. Gustsvus H .... 
milton appointed governor by Iris townao 
men, 14 J • Sends a deputstion to the 
Earl of Mountjoy, J 47. Operations of 
the Irisb troop. against the Enniskilleners, 
241. Receives assistance &oom Kirk .. 
1142. Colonel Wolseley and Lieutenant 
Colonel Berry, 242. Defeat of the Irish 
lit Newton Butler, 249. Actions of the 

S B 

Enniskilleners, 226, 227. Brsvory of 
tbe Enniskillen dragoon.. 626. Tbeir 
part in tbe battle of the Boyne, 6S3. 

Episcopacy abolished in Scotland, 287. 
EpiscopaliaDll of Scotland; their eomplaints, 

701. Their eontempt for the eltreme 
Presbyterians, 702. See Clergy, Scottisb I 
Presbyterians. 

Equity; gradually shaping itself into • 
refined science, 22. 

Erne, Lougb, 140, 141 
Error, writs of, 985. 
Ea • .,., Arthur Capel, l:arl of: Committee 

of tbe House of Lord. to examine into 
tbe circumstanees of hi. deatb, ~79. 

Estates of the Realm; their annual grant 
respecting the government of the sol
diery, 47. 

Eucharist; the question nf the posture at 
the, discussed by the Eeelesiastical Com
missioners, 472. 

Euler, 85. 
Eustsee; his Kildare men, 200. 
E".bequer, Court of, in Ireland; Stephen 

Rice appointed Chie' Baron of tbe, 130. 
Abuses of, under Ric .. lSI. 

E".bequer Chamber; coronation feast in 
tbe, 118. 

Eulusion Bill; reference to th .. 105. 
Evertaen, Admiral of tbe Dutch auxiliary 

fleet; joins Torrington at St. Helen .. 
604. His bravery at the battle of Beachy 
Head,60S. Takes the part of prosecutor 
at the trial of Torrington, 717. 

Farquharsons, the; their arrival at tbe camp 
at Blair, 969. 

Fast, public i proelaimed hy William III., 
552. 

Fens; state of tbe, at tbe period or the 
Revolution,41. Their population, 41. 

Ferguson, Robert; appointed to a sinecure 
in the EllCise, 26. His sed;tious ch~ 
r""te., 554. His services rewarded by 
government, 554. Eagerly welcomed by 
the Jacobites, 555. Becomes agent be
tween James and Montgomery,61ll!. 

}'evl'l'sham, George Viscount; orders tbe 
disbanding of the royal army, 2611. 

Frocb. Sir Heneage; his opinion on the 
Coronation Oath Bill, 1 J 7. note. IIi. 
attempt to defend his conduct as counsel 
against Russell, 981. Refusal of the 
HouSll to bear bim, S82. 

Fitlon, AIelaoder, Lord Cbancellor of 
Ireland; bis character, 129. His mode 
of diopensin!\, justice, J so. 

Filllwilliam, Jobn, canon of Windsor; be
eotDe!i a ftoojlJror, 469. His intimacY 
wilh Lord Russell, 469. 

2 
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·Five Mile, Act;. a grievance to the dis
senting clergy, 82. 

Fleet, the English; naval skirmish hetween 
the English and French ft·eets, 20. I. 

. Battle of Beachy Head, 608. 
Fletcher, Andrew, of Saltoun; extract from 

his work, 254. note. His erroneous politi. 
cal opinions, 299. Joins the Club, 299. 

)lleurus, battle of, 609. The news carried 
. to William in Ireland, 661 • 
. Foreign affairs; direction of, reserved to 

himself by William 111., .14. Sir Wil
liam Temple, 14. Ably managed by 
William, 67. 

}'ort William at Inverness built, 6f!5. 
fowler, Edward; appointed one of the 

Ecclesiastical Cr,mmissioners, 470. 
Foyle river; flocks of wild swanson the, 142. 

Bridge over the, 144. Lord Galmoy's 
encampment on the, 200. 

Frampton, Bishop of Gloucester; becomes 
a nonjuror, 453. 

France; European co.t!ition against ber 
ascendency, 15. Declares war against tbe 
States General, 38. Her military greatness 
at the close of tb .. 17th century, 43. A 
formidable enemy at the accession of Wil
liam III., 62. Formation of the great 
coalition against, 122. 436. War de
.dared against, 127. Assistance afforded 
by ber to James II., 165. Choice of a 
French ambassador to accompany James, 
167. Naval skirmish between the English 
and French fleets, 20.1. War raging all 
round her, 436. BaUle of Beachy Head, 
608. E Ifect produced in France by tbe 
news of the battle of tbe Boyne, 648. 

Frankenthal, plains of; devastated by Mar
shal D uras, I 23. 

Frazers, the, Sll9. Their· arrival at the 
camp at lllair, 869. 

tI French are coming," the cry, 611. 
French, the; their mean opinion of tbe 

I rish as soldiers, 665. The Frencb army 
of Lewis XIV. commandea. by Marsbal 
Humieres, 487. It.s skirmish with the 
Dutch and EngliSh at Walcourt, 437. 

Friday, Black, 108. 
Fuller, William (Jacobite messenger); his 

earl V life, 590. Sent from St. Germains 
wid; Jacobite despatches to England, 
59!. Betrays the cause of the Jacobites, 
591. 

Fyne, Loch, 818 

Gaels. See Higblanders. 
Galley slaves, 649, 650.. 654. An incident 

related o~ one, 654-
(laHeys, the French,649. Character oftbeir 

crews, 649, 650. 654. 

Galmoy, Lord; his part in the siege of 
Londonderry, 200. 

Gardening; a favourite amusement of Wil .. 
liam Ill., 55. The gardens of Hampton 
Court, 56. 

Garry. tbe river, 85S. 857. 
Garter, the, given by James II. to Lauznn, 

165. 
George n.; nicknatned the Butcber, 810. 
George IV.; bis court at Holyrood, 812. 
George, Prince of Denmark; created Duke 

of Cumberland, 120.. Offers to accompany 
William to Ireland, 600. Unpolitely 
treated by William, 601. 

George, Prince of Hesse Darmstadt; bis 
share in the battle of the Boyne, 625. 
627. 

Germanic federation; joins the great coali
tion, 122. Manifesto of, declaring war 

. against France, 127. 
Germany, Emperor of; concludes a treaty 

with the States General, 436. 
Gibbons, Grinling; bis -carvings at Hamp

ton Court, 56. 
Ginkell, General; sent to suppress the re

volt of the Scotch regiments at Ipswich, 
41, 42. His share in the battle of the 
Boyne, 625. Accompanies the King to 
the siege of Limerick, 668 .. 

Glasgow; the cathedral attacked by the 
Covenanters, 252. Extent of the tOWII, 
256. Archbishop of, 284. 286. 

Glengarilf, pass of, I S8. 
Glengarry. See Macdonald of Glen-

garry. 
Glengarry; its state at the time of the Re

"olution compared wit/l its present con
dition, 390.. 

Glenroy, Lake of, 825. 
Gloucester, William, Dnke o((son of tbe 

Princess Anne); his birth and baptism, 
395. . 

Godolphin, Sidney, Lord; nominated Com
missioner of the Trea~ury, 21. His use
fulness, 21. Hated by bis colleagues, 6!;; 
His superiority over them in financial 
knowledge,65. His retirement from tbe 
Treasury, 549. Returns, and is made 
First Commissioner, 719. 

Goldsmitb, Oliver; his dislike for tbe High
land scenery of Scotland at the time of the 
Revolution, 802. 

Gordon, Duke of; prevailed on by Dundeeand 
Balcarras to hold the Castle of Edinburgh 
for King James, 271. 274. His commu
nication with Dundee, 281. Requested 
by the Jacobite. to fire on tbe city, 283. 
Hi. refusal, 283. Besieged in the Castle 
of Edinburgb, 846. Polite and facetious 
messages between the besiegers and the 
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besieged, 946. Sunenden the Castle to 
WiIliam's troop .. 947. 

Gormanstown, Lord; his part in tbe siege 
of Londonderry, 200. 

Government; tbe Whig theory of, 11. The 
first, of William II I .. 15. General mal
administration from the Restoration to the 
Revolution, 60. Absurd theory or., as 
taught by the clergy of the time of the 
Revolution, 447. 

Grace, Act of; the, of William III. for po· 
litical offences, 5',5. Distinctions be
t ... een an Act of Grace and an Act of 
Indemnity, 575. The Act passed, 576. 
579. 

Grafton, Henry Fitzroy, Duke of; rumours 
of his determination to join his uncle at 
SaiDt Germain .. 92. Takes the Oath of 
Allegiance to William and Mary, 92. Car
riee the King'. crown at the coronation, 
118. Has the colonelcy of the First R ... 
giment of Foot Guards conferred on him 
by Willism, 678. Accompanies ~IarJ
borough on hi, expedition to the south of 
Ireland, 678. Struck duwn at the assault 
on Cork. 6i9. 

(iramei., Th., the lost epic Latin poem of 
l'biJlippo, 93 I. nol& 

Granard, Lord: one ofthe Peers of James'. 
Irish Parliament; enters his protest against 
the rel,eal of the Act of Settlement, 219. 

Grants, the, 329. Join Mackay, 984. Their 
tenitory in •• d.d by the Cameron., 840. 
Join Sir Thomas Livingslone against the 
Highlanders, 684. 

Gustavus, King of Sweden, 49. 
Gwyn, member of tbe House of Commons, 

110. note. 

bim, 1411. Attacked by Howe in the 
House of Commons, and by Monmouth 
in the Lords, 407, 408. Hi. letter to 
lAdy Russell, 409. Absolved by a ma
jority of the Commons, 410. Retires from 
the Speakership of the House of Lords, 
496. Examined by tbe Murder Com
mittee of the House of Lord., Sill. De
f.nded by Seymour in the Lower House 
against the attacks of John Hampden,' 
515. Abatement of the animosity of the 
House against him, 516. His resigna .. 
tion of the Privy Seal, 597. ,His retire-, 
ment from public business artfully allud.d 
to hy Dryden in the dedication to Ar
thur, 655. 

Hamilton, Duke of; supported by the Whig. 
in the Scottish Con.ention, 272. Hi. 
character, 272. Elected president of the 
Convention, 27 9. His fierce address to 
the meml'lers of tbe Convention, 28). 
Declared Lord High Commissioner of 
Scotland, 295. His discontent, 948. Hi. 
refusal to pass the Acts of the Conven
tion, 950. His false, greedy character, 
686. Saying of King William respect
ing bim, 686. Hi. indignation at the 
passing of the clause of the bill for fixing 
the ecclesiastical constitution of Scotlalld, 
which sanctioned tlte acts of the Western 
fanatics, 692. 

Hamilton, Anthony. severely woundEd at 
the battle of Newton Butler, 243. 

Hamilton, Gustavus; appointed governor of 
Enlliskillen, 141. 

Hamilton, RichArd; bis fureign military 
service, 151. His distinguished wit, 151. 
Swom of the Irish Privy Council, 151. 
Sent to negotiate with Tyrconnel, 152. 

Habeas Corpus Act; suspension oftbe, 47. His perfidy, 152. 154. Hi. march illto 
Sarcasm and invective caused by the mea- Ulster with an army. 162. Terror of hi. 
Bure, 48. name, 16S. Marches against the Pro-

Hales, Sir Edward; his impeacbment for testants of the North, 171. Rosen and 
high treason, 511. Committed to the lIIaumont placed over his head, 18? Ap~ 
Tower, 511. pointed second in command at the siege 

Halifax, George Sayile, Marquess of; his of Londonderry, 197. Takes the chief 
part in the proclamation of William and command at the death of lI-laumont, 198. 
1\1ary, 1. His remark on the reactionary Superseded in the chief command by 
feeling of the people, 10. Tal<es char!;e Count Rosen, 229. Rosen recalled, and 

, ohhe Privy Seal, 17. Public feeling reo Hamilton again assumes the chief com-
garding bim, 17. Declines the olll:r of mand, 292. His trick. and lies to dis_ 
the Great Seal, 21. His alarm at the re- courage the besieged, 232. His share in 
volt of tbe soldiers at Ipswicb, 99. His the hattie of the Boyne, 690, 6~I, 692. 
antipathy to Danby, 69. Load of public Wounded, taken prisoner, and brought 
business imposed on him, 64. His dis- before William, 694. 
tractions, caused by the jealousies and Hamilton, the Rev. An<hew, of EnniskilJen, 
quarrels of hi. subordinates, 64, 65. Not 141. note. 
in tbe list of promotions at' the coro- Hampden, John; presides at a committee! 
nation, 121. His cautious policy, 121. to present an address to William HI. 011 

Calumnious accUS8.ion', brought against the barbarities, of Lewis of France, 127. 
3D3 
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His power and prooperity, 519. His ma
levolence, 518. His disgraceful appear

,ancc before the Murder Committee of the 
House of Lords, 51~. His bitter speech 
in a committee of the whole House of 
Commons, 514. Excluded from the new 
House of Commons at the general elec
tion of 1690, 5:36. 

Hampden, Richard; appointed a Com
missioner of the Treasury, 21. His ob. 
jections to Aaron Smith as Solicitor to 
the T.'easury, 26. Appointed Cbancellor 
of the Exchequer, 549. 

Hampton Court; removal of the Court to, 
5~. The palace of Cardinal Wolsey, 55. 
The gardens and buildings of William III., 
56. 

Harbord, William, member for Launceston; 
informs the House of tile revolt of tbe 
Scotch troops, 40. 

Harlots; the brokers of the C"u'rt of Charles 
II.,61. 

Hastings's regiment, 855. It. unbroken 
order at Killiecrankie, S61. 96~. At Ihe 
battle of the Boyne, 62~. 

a. Hear, hear," origin of, in Parliament, so. 
Hearth money, or chimney tax; its unfair

ness, 86. Abolished at the request of 
William I II., 97. 

Hebrides; possessions of the Macdonalds in 
the, SIS. 

Heidelberg; destroyed by the French un
der Marshal Duras, 12~. 

Heinsius, Anthony, Pensionary of Hol
land, 67. Causes of the aversion with 
which hE' regarded France, 68. His cor
respondence with William III., 68; His 
importance after the death of William, 
69. 

Henderson, Major; takes the command of 
the Cameronians atter the death of Colo
nel Cleland, 876. Mortally wound.d, 
S76. 

Herbert, Arthur, Rear Admiral of Eng
, land; appointed first Commissioner of the 

Admiralty, 20. His services to his coun. 
try, 20. Skirmishes with the French 
fleet in Bantry Bay, 201. Vote of tbanks 
to Herbert passed, 202. Created Earl 
of Torrington, 4S8, See Torrington. 

Hewson; the Scotch fa""tic of LOlldlln. 
derry, 196. 

Hickes, George, Dean of Worcester; be 
comes a nol1iurol', ~58. His learning, 
458. His views of passive obedience, 
458, His brother John, 458. His bi
gotry, 459. 

Hickes, John, ~58. 
High (;hureh party; the, of the reign of 

William Ill., 69. Origin ,,1' 'he tenn, 

69. Tenderness or their regard for 
James II., 71. Their distaste for the 
Articles, 940. Their leaning towards Ar
minianism, 94. Their numerical strength 
in the House of Commons, 118. Tbe 
Higb Church clergy divided on the 
subject of the Oaths of Supremacy and 
Allegiance, ~~, 441. They constilute a 
lDajority of the Lower House of Convo
cation, 489. Their refuss! to deliberate 
on any plan of comprehension, 492. 

High Commission Court, 10. Its de
crees every wbere acknowledged to be 
nullities, 382. 

Highlands; breaking out of war in the, SOO. 
Their st,ate at that period, 800,501. Cap
tain Burt's descriptions of them, 501,802. 
Oliver Goldsmitb's opinion of them, 802. 
Hardships endured by travellers in, S05, 
S06. The politics of the Highlands not 
understood by the government, 5S2. 
Viscount Tarbet, 8S2. Smallness of the 
sum req uired to settle the discontented, 
382. Poverty of the Celtic cbiefs, 882. 
Mackay'S indecisive campaign in the 
Highlands, 5S5. The war suspended, 
842. The Cameronian regiment raised, 
544. The war breaks out again, S5~. 
Shut out by a chain of posts from the 
Lowlands, 877. The war recommenced, 
68S. Buchan surprised, and the war ex
tinguished, 684. 

Highlanders; tbeir characteristics at the time 
of the Revolution, 804. Their religion at 
tbat period, 50s. Their dwellings, 806. 
Their virtues, 506. Lofty courtesy of 
their chiefs, 508. Value of their faculties jf 
developed by civilisation, 508. Contempt 
of the Lowlanders for them, 809. The 
poem .. How tbe first Hielandman wa. 
made,D 509. Their complete subjugation 
in 1745, :no. Hatred of the populace of 
London tor the very sight of the tartan, 
510. Strange reflux of feeling in England 
in favour of the Highlanders, 810. Ap
plause given to Celti" manners, customs, 
and literature, 5 12. Peculiar nature oCJa
cobitism in the Highlands, S15. Tyranny 
of clan over clan, 815. JesJousy of the 
ascendencyof the Campbell., 815. The 
battle of Inverlochy, 517 •. The Marquess 
of Argyle, 817. Execution of bis son 
Earl Archibald, S17. His grandson, 
818. The Stewarts and Macnaghtens, 
318. Alarm of the chieftains at the 
restoration of the power of Argyle, 818. 
et seq. The Macleans, the Cameron., 
and Lochiel, 819. Insur"""tion of the 
clans bostile to the Campbells, 880. The 
gatherillg a' Lochaber, 830. Military 



THE THIRD VOLUME. 743 

character of the Higbl.nde .... 994. et seq., 
Want of barmony amongst the ciano when 
under one command. 9:$7. 898. Quarrels 
.mongst them. 840. Tbeir conduct at 
the baltle of Killiecranki .. 960, 861. Re
tire to the Caatle of Blair. 966. Arrinl 
of reinforcementl at the camp at Blair. 
:169. Geneml Cannon'. difficultiea, 970. 
Tbeir attaek on the Cameronian regiment 
at Dunkeld repulsed. 869, :170. Dileo
lution of the Higbland army. 877. Sur
pri.ed and routed at Strath'pey. 684. 

Hil/hwalmeD, in the time of William Ill .• 
58. 

Hill. Colonel; left in command of Fort 
• William at Invernese, 685. 
Hodges, Colonel Robert; bis gallantry at 

the Ikirmi.b of Walcourt, 497. 488. 
Holidays of the Church, ancient; beld in 

disgust by rigid Covenantera, 249. 
Holland; rejoi.ings in, on the ...... ion of 

William Ill •• 2. Espenses of ber expe
dition under William III. repaid to ber. 
57. War declared against her by France, 
9t1. The Englisb contingent, under the 
Count Scbomberg. 58. Natural resent
ment of, .t the conduct of Torrington lo
warda the Dutch fleet at Beachy Head. 
614. A special ambassador eeoS to _ 
luage her anger. 614. 

Holland House; become. the temporary 
re.idence of William and Mary. 58. 

Uull. Sir John; appointed Chief Justice of 
the King'. Bench. 2S. His opinion re
specting tbe revenue of James 11 .• 84. 

Holyrood Palace, 512. 
Hondekoeter. the painter. 56. 
Hopkin .. Eaekiel. Bisbop of Londonderry, 

144. Preacbes the doctrine of DOnresi ... 
tance, 144, 145. Witbdraws from the 
eity,195. . 

Hounslow, tbe troops at I reviewed by 
Queen Mary. 659. 

Houae nf Common.; tbe Convention turned 
into a Parliament, 27. The Convention 
of 1660 compared witb that of 1689, 29. 
Discussion on the bill declaring tbe Con
vention a Parliament, 29. Passes the 
bill, 91. The o.th of AUegiance, 81, 82. 
oI'ower of the Houae over Ibe suppliea, 
8S. Discussion respecting hearth money. 
56. P..... a grant for repaying tbe 
United Provinces tbe espeosea of Wil
liam'. esp.dition, 97. Alarm respecting 
the defection of tbe Scottish regiments at 
Ipswicb. 89. P ...... tbe first Mutiny 
Bill, 45. Suspend. tbe Habeas Corpus 
Act, 48. Vie ... of tbe House respecling 
tbe Sacramental Test, 109. Gives leave 
to bring in a bill for repealing tbe Cor-

e 3 B 

poration Act, 109. The debate adjourned 
and never rerived, 110. C.rries a elause 
in tb.e bill for settling tbe oath. of fealty 
compelling tbe clergy to take tbe oaths, 
114. Passes tbe bill for settling the 
Coronation Oatb, liS. lIS address to tbe 
KiDg on the barbarities committed by 
Lewi. of France in the Pillatimle, 121. 

.lnYeetivesappliedto Lewis, 127. llsmu_ 
nificeDt relief afforded to tbe Protestant 
fugitives from Ireland. 224. Brings in a 
bill for reversing the sentence on· Oates, 
989. ConfereDce witb the Lords, 590,891. 
The bill dropped, 998. Remonstrance sent 
to the Lords 00 their uncourteous behaviour 
to tbe Commons, 998. The Bill of Rights 
p .... d. 595. Rejection of an amendment 
of the Lords, 594. Disputes ,..,speeling 
the Bill of Indemnity, 996. The bill al
lowed to drop, 998. ResolutionoftbeHouse 
that a pardon cannot be allowed to bar a 
parliamentary impeachment,407. Its grant 
to Schomberg. 418. Its vote. of supply 
for carrying on the war in Ireland aud 
against France. 497. Inquiry into naval 
abu ..... 500. Violence of the Whigs, 509. 
Impeachments, 510. The Corporation 
Bill brought in. 517. Great muster of 
botb parties for discussing the bill, 521. 
Tumultuous debate. 522. The .two ob
noxious clauses lost, 522. Tbe Indemnity 
Bill brought forward again. 522. The 
rise and progress of parliamentary cor
ruption in England. 541. Settlement 
of tile revenue, 556. Bill for declaring 
all the acta of tbe late Parliament to be 
valid. 568. The Abjuration Bill. 570. 
An Act of Grace read and passed,575-
579. Tbe Parliament prorogued. 579. 
Reassembled. 711. A bill introduced, 
appointing Commissioners to f'lamine and 
state the public accounts. 712. The 
Ways and Means, 712. A bill confis
cating the estates of tbe Irish rebels 
brought in and pa ... d, 713. Tbe bill 
withdrawn in the Lord .. 714. 

House of Lords; visited by William III., 
29. William's assent to the bill declaring 
tbe Convention a Parliamenl, 91. The 
Oatb of Allegianee. 51. 92. Discussion 
respecting hearth money. 96. Pass .. the 
first Mutiny Bill, 46. Suspends the H .... 
be .. Corpus Act, 48. The valuable, but 
neglected, archives of tbe House, 90. note. 
Bill for settling tbe Oatbs of AlIegi.nce 
and Supremacy.lOO. Rejection of a motion 
for tbe abolition of tbe Sacramental Test, 
110. Debate on the Comprehension Bill, 
110. Diseusaions and conferences on tbe 
bill for settling tbe oaths of fealt)" 114-

4 
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Passes· the biII for settlingtbe Coronation' 
Oath, I 17. Commits Oates to the !\iar
.halsea for breach of privilege, S86. Takes 
the opinion of the Judges on Oates's case, 
S86. Refuses to reverse his sentence, S88. 
A bill brought into the Commons an
nulling the sentence, S89. The committee 
appointed to inquire into the circum
stances attending the death of Essex, S79. 
Reverses the sentence on the Earl of 
Devonshire, S84. Sentence of Titus Oates 
brought before it by writ of error, 585. 
Embarrassment of the House, 390. Con
ference with tbe Commons, S90, S91. 
The' bill dropped, S9S. The Bill of 
Rights passed by the Commons, S9S. 
The Lords' amendment, S94. Retirement 
of Halifax, 497. The House appoints a 
Committee of Murder, 51 L Bill intro
duced declaring all the acts of the late 
Parliament to be valid, 567. A second 
Abjuration Bill introduced into the Honse 
of Lords, 57S. An Act of Grace read 
and passed, 575-579. The Parliament 
prorogued, 579. Reassembled, 711. The 
bill for confiscating the estates of the Irish 
Tebels withdrawn, 714. 

Howard, Sit Uobert; his noble birth, S88. 
His bad poetry; .S89. Calls the attention 
of the House of Commons to the unjust 
decision of the Lords respecting the sen
tence on Oates, S89. His motion on the 
Corporation Bill, 518. His clause lost 
OIl the debate, 522. 

Howe, John, or "Jack Howe;" appointed 
Vice Chamberlain to the Queen,25. His 
singular character, 25. Proposes to send 
the Dutch soldiers to su ppress the revolt 
of the Scotch regiments at Ipswich, 
40. His advocacy of strong measures 
for Ireland, 225. His intemperate mo
tion in the House, 405. His attack on 
Caermarthen, 406. And on Halifilx, 
407. 

Huguenots in exile in Holland; their joy 
on the accession of William and !\iary, S. 
Regiments of, raised in England to ac
cOOlpany Schomberg to Ireland, 411. 
Their conspiracy at Dundalk, 426. Their 
share in the hattIe of the Boyne, 625. 650. 
6S2. 

Hume, Sir Patrick; his character after bis 
return from exile, 299. He joins the 
.. Club to in Edinburgb, 299. 

H umieres, Marsbal; his army near the 
Straits of Dover, 616. 

Hyde, Lady Henrietta; ber attendance at 
the coronation of William and !\iary, 118. 
Married to the Earl of Dalkeith, I 18. 
Ilote. 

Impeachment, parliamentary; Tesolution oj 
the House of Commons that a pardon 
cannot be pleaded in bar of impeacbment, 
407. 

Indemnity, Bill of; disputes in Parliament 
on the, 596. Suffered to drop, 598. De
bates on the, renewed, 52S. The mock 
Bill of Indemnity for King James, 524. 
Difference between an Act of Indemnity 
and an Act of Grace, 575. 

Independents; large numbers of, at the 
period of the Revolution, 96. Their 
views respecting the sovereignty of every 
congregation of believers. 96. 

Indulgence, Declaration of, 10. Gratitude 
of the Dissenters for the, 72. 

Innocent XI.; his death, 439. His strange 
fate, 439. Effect of his deatb, 439. 

Inverary Castle, SI8, S19. S21. S52. 
lnveriochy, battle of, 517. 
Inverne .. ; founded by Saxons, 32S. In

solence witb which the burghers were 
treated by tbe Macdonalds, S24, 325. The 
town threatened by Macdonald of Kep
pocb, S25, S26. Settlement of the dis
pute, 829. Fort William built and gar
ri.oned, 685. 

Invernessshire; possessions of tbe Macdon
aIds in the, SIS. 

Iona, island of, SIIS. 
Ipswich; revolt of tbe Scottish regiments 

,at, S8. 
Ireland; state of, at the time of the Revo

lution, 129. The c~vil power in the 
hands of the Roman Catholics, 129. 
Lord Deputy Tyrcounel, 129. Tbe 
Conrtsof Justice, 129-191. TbeIVIuni
cipal institutions, lSI. Boroughs, lSI. 
Aldermen and sheriffS, IS2. The mili
tary power in the hands of the !'apists, 
IS2, 13S. Mutual enmity between the 
Englishry and Irishry, ISS. Panic among 
the Englishry, 184. Emigration from 
Ireland to England, 134. An illustra
tion of the general state of the kingdom, 
135. Infested witb wolves at tbe time of 
the Revolution, IS6. Musterings of the 
Englishry, 139. Conduct of tbe Ennis
killeners, 140. Alarm of tbe people of 
Londonderry, 145. Effect of the news 
of tbe Revolution in, 146.0 Mountjoy 
sent to pacify the Protestants of Ulster, 
146. William I II. opens a negotiation 
with Tyreonnel, 149. Tyrconnel deter
mines to raise tbe Irish, 152. Send. 
secret instructions to offer Ireland to the 
King of Franee, 153. Arming of the 
whole kingdom, 154. Habits of tbe Irish 
peasant, 154. Exhortations of the priests 
to their lIocks to p .... pare for battle with 

• 
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tbe Sa"on, 154, iss. The Irisb army, 
155. Gellerlll arming, 155. The country 
overrun with banditti, I.S6. Barbarity 

. and fillbin ... o( tbe Rappare ... 159. 
Landing of Jame. at X inoale, 170. 
His entry into Dublin, 17S. The two 
factions al the Castle, 179-181. James's 
journey to lJlster, 184. The country 
impoverished, 184, 185. Londonderry 
b""ieged, 197. et .eq. Character of the 
Irisb gentleman of the period of the Re
... olutioo, 205. A Parliament convened 
by James in Dublin, 202. Acts passed 
for the confiscstion of the property of 
the Protestant .. 208. Excuses for the 
bigot I.gislators, 209. Distru.t of the 
lriBb for Jam •• , 214. Issue of base 
money, 214. Cruel p .... eution of the 
Prote.tantl in Ireland, 220, 221. Their 
e""ope to England, 224. Alarm in 
Dublin at the De ... froID Loudonderry, 
229. The .i.ge of Londonderry raised, 
2~9. The battle of Ne.·ton Dutler, .i!43 
-245. Preparations for a csmpaign in 
Ileland, 416. Landing of Schomberg ill 
Ireland, 414. 4iO. Slate ofthe country. 
415. Causes of tbe def.ats and disgraces 
of the Irish troop .. 417. Schomberg's 
op.rntion .. 421. Inquiry of tbe House 
uf Commons into the conduct of the war 
in Ireland, 501. Xing William deter
mines to go himself to Ireland, 532. 
l'reparalions in England for the first war. 
579, 580. The administration of James 
at Dublin, 580. Condition of the country 
according to Lauzun, 585. Its state 
alung the march of William III. 620. 
The battle of the Doyne, 629. Flight of 
James to Franee, 641. Surrender of 
Waterford to William, 662. The Irish 
army collected at Limerick, 668. Dis
content of the Frencb, 664. Siege of 
Limerick, 676. William returns to Eng
la.ud, leaving a commission to govern 
Ireland, 676, 677. Marlborongh'. expe
dition to the south of Ireland. Sail .. 
678. Cork token, 679. Kinsale surren
der .. 680. 

Irisb Night, tile, 398. 
Islay, the ahode of Celtic royalty, 828. 
Isle .. Ioordship of Ibe; claimed by the Mac

donald., 82S. 

.Jacobit .. ; their struggle. against the bill 
for declaring the Convention a Parliament, 
SO,81. Their agitation on the passing 
of the bill. 52. Their spirit broken by 
the d.fection of Seymour, 83. MallY of 
them arrested and confined, 47. SU'I,ell
";on of tbe Habe .. · Corpus Act, 47. 

Strong feeling against tbe Jacohite priests 
in the Houae of Commons, 114. JacoHte 
I .. "ds al Ibe coronation of William and 
Mary, lI8. Tbeir scurrility and sarcasm 
on the coronation of William and Mary, 
119. Extract from one of tbeir lam
poon.. 120. note. Difference between 
Englisb and Irisb Jacobitism, 177. Ja
cobite pamphlets in favour of James, 223. 
The Jacobites of the Scottisb Convention, 
2i2. Tbeir determination to oppose the 
Estotes by force, 280. Their designs 
frustrated, 281,282. Arrival of the Duke 
of Queensberry in Edinburgh. 283. Th.y 
request the Duke of Gordon to fire on 
Edinburgb, 288. His refusal, 284. Their 
spirit qlleUed, 284. Peculiar. nature of 
Jacobitism in the Highlands; SIS. Tbeir 
disgust at the contents of the letters from 
Jamea to Dundee and Balcarras, 527. 
The Duke of Gordon surrenders the 
Castle of Edinburgb to William's troops, 
547. Jacobite imputations on Marlbo_ 
rough, 438. The nonjurors, 443. 450. 
Accessions to the strengtb of the Jacobite 
party,554,555. Tbeirbopesfrom William's 
journey into. Ireland, 555. Their p.311S, 
586. Their cause betrayed by Fuller, 
590. Their dismay, 592. Their anxiety 
at the trial of Crone, 601. Clarendon, an
other noted memb~r of their party. arrested 
and lodged in the Tower, 605. Tbreatened 
invasion oflbe French, 610, 611_ Danger. 
of the Jacobites, 61S. Character of tbe 
Jacobite pre ... 656. Methods of distri
buting Ibeir productions; 657. The Ja
cobite Form of Prayer and Humiliation 
after the battle of the Boyne, 657. Ja
eobite intrigues witb Montgomery, 68 I. 
Their army routed at Strathspey, 684. 
Forswear tbemselves, 687. Find tb.m
selves in a minority, 687. Their rage, 
688. Their attack on that clause of tbe 
bill for establishing tbe eccl.siastical con
stitUtiOll of Scotland, wbicb .anctioned 
the acts of tbe Western fanatics, 692. 
Their coalition witb the Club dissolved, 
695. Letter from Mary of Moden .. · 
to tbe Club, 695. Formation of a 
Jaeobite conspiracy, 720. Meeting of 
tbe leading eonspirators, 721. They 
determine to send Preston to St. Ger
mains, 725. Papers entrusted to bim, 
724. Information of the plot given to 
Caermarthen, 726. Preston and biB men 
arrested, 728. The Jacobites terror
stricken, 728. 

Jame" I.; gives the site of Derry to the 
Corporation of London, 141. His trea· 
tise un the Pope as Antichrbt, 499. 
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James II.; reactionary feeling ill hi. favour, 
7. This feeling extinguished by himself, 
10. Discussion respecting his revenue 
while on the throne, 98. Amount of 
hi. revenue, 94. His civility to those 
who did not cross him, 50. l\laladmi
nistration during his reign, 61. His 
correction of some of the gross sbuses of 
the navy, 61. His pusillanimity and de
pendence em France,62. Tenderness with 
wbich be was regarded during big exile by 
tbe Higb Church party, 71. His piteous 
appeals to Vienna and Madrid, 126. 
Places the civil and military power in the 
hands oftbe Papists in Ireland, 129-133. 
Mountjoy and Rice sent from Tyrconnel 
to him, 159. Causes Mountjoy to be 
•• nt to the Bastile, 168. He deter
mines to go to Ireland, 168. Assistance 
afforded to him by Lewis, 165. Comforts 
prepared for him 011 the voyage, 166. 
Pays his farewell visit to Versailles, 166. 
Sets out for Brest, 166. His retillue, 
166, 167. The Count of Avaux chosen 
as ambassador to accompany him to 
Ireland, 167. I.anda at Kinsale, 170. 
I.earns that his cause is prospering, 170. 
Proceeds to Cork, 171. . Tyrconnel ar
rives there, 172. Leaves Cork for Dublin, 
172. His progres.,179. Reacbes Dublin, 
178. His entry into the city, 1"74, 175. 
Holds a Privy Council, 175. Issues a 
proclamation .convoking a Parliament in 
Dublin, 175. Factions at the Castle, 
177. Determines to go to Ulster, J 8 8. 
H is journey to Ulster, 184. Reaches 
Charlemont, 184. Arrives at Omagh, 
.J 85. Alarming information reaches him, . 
186. He determines to proceed to Lou
donderry, 187. Approaches the walls of 
Londonderry, and his staff fired on, 191. 
Summons the inhabitants to surrender, 
196. Their refusal, 197. Returns to 
Dublin and entrusts the siege to his offi
cers, 197. Orders a Te Deum for the 
naval skirmish in· Bantry Bay, 202. 
Me.ting of the Parliament of James in 
Dublin, 20l!. His speech from the threne, 
206. Little in commoll between him 
and his Parliament, 210. Permits the 
repeal of the Act of Settlement, 218. 
Gives his reluctant consent to the great 
Aot of Attainder, 216. Prorogues the 
Parliament, 220. Effect produced in 
England by the news from Ireland, 228, 
224. James's lIlarm at the news from 
Londonderry, 229. His indignation at 
the cruelty of Count Rosen, 231. Siege of 
I.ondonderry raised, 239. B"ttleofNewton 
Butier, 249-245. His consternation, , 

1145. The Castle of Edinburgh held for him 
by the Duke of Gordon, 252. Hi. 
agents ill Scotland, Dundee and Bal
carras, 268. Senda a letter to the Estate. 
of Scotland, 277. His letter read, 279. 
Their resolutions that he had forfeited 
his crown, 286. His letters to Dund.e 
and Balearras intercepted, 327. A ppli
cation from Dundee for assistance in the 
Highlands, 842. James sunk in de
spondency at the news from the nortb of 
Ireland,415. Atrocious advice of Avaux, 
415. Avaux'sadvice rejected,416. James's 
prospects begin to brighten, 417. Dis
misses Melfort, and gives the seals 10 Sir 
Richard Nagle, 420. Leaves Dublin to 
encounter Schomberg, 420. Collects hi. 
army at Drogheda, 422. Advised by 
Rosen not to venture a battle, 428. Draws 
up in order of battle before Schomberg'. 
entrenchments at Dundalk. 425. De
spatches Sarsfield with a division to Con
naught, 429. Goes into winter quarters, 
430. Dealings of some of the Whigs 
with the Court of Saint Germains, 553. 
Sh .. wsbury and Ferguson, 554. James's 
administration at Dublin, 581. Scandalous 
inefficiency of his infantry, 581. His 
fiscal administration, 582. Receives suc
cours frOID France, 582, 588. Plans of 
the English Jacobit.., 586. Letter from 
Penn, 687. Accepts the services of the 
Earl of Shrewsbury, 596. William lands 
at Carrick fergus, 615. James sets out 
for the Irish camp near Leinster, 617. 
Retreats before William's army, 620. 
Reaches the valley of the Boyne, 622. 
Pitches his tent on the banks of the river, 
622. Condition and number of his army. 
628_ Hi. arlily cut to pieces at the 
battle of the Boyne, 635. Hi. flight to 
Dublin, 685. His ignoble conduct, 635, 
686. Loss sustained by hi. army, 6!17. 
Takes leave of the citi.ens of Dublin, 
648. His flight to France, 641. His 
arrival and reception there, 647. His 
importunities to Le\vis to invade Eng
land, 648. Contempt of the French 
courtiers for him, 648, 649. Discovery 
of" lacobite plot, 720--728. 

James's Park, St., SQ. ., 
Jane, King's Professor of Divinity; one of 

the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, 470. 
His political apostasy and relapse, 471. 
Absents himself from the meetings of the 
Commission, 472. Elected as Prolocutor 
of the Lower House of Convocation, 489, 
490. His oration before the Upper 
House, 490. 

Jefferson; his code, 88. 
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JelI'rey.. George, Lord; hi. imprisoalnent 
in &be Tower. 999- Seasible af biB peril, 
999. Eaultalioa of tbe IIIOb at bis dowa
fall, 999. Hi. di_ IIIId despondency, 
400. Hia druakennesa. 400. The Col
"hester barrel. 401. Visi&ed by Joba 
Tutcbin. 401. And by Dean SlI4rp IIIId 
Doctor Jobn Scott, 402. Hia death. 409. 
Ca ...... of hi, death. 408. note. Hi. inoo. 
lenc. and cruelty on the trial of Sir Tbo. 
rn .. Ann.trang, 526. 

JeDning .. Fanny (Locly Tyrconnel). 699-
Jeruoaleon Chamber. tbe, 471. 
Je ... I proposItIOn of tbe Hnllse of Com

mOlUl to ea",,1 a bundred tboWllllld puunds 
fram them. 497. 

Johnson. Dr. Samuel; hia opinion 01 the 
abiliti ... of Cbarles Leslie, 45.5. And of 
William Law, 455. note. 

Jobooon, Samuel: _ or, 982, SS9. His 
quarrel with Burnet. S8~. 

Johnston'.. Saint; .kirmish between &be 
H igblanders and Macksy's troops at, 
971. 

Jones (otherwiae Simpson); hi. Jacobite 
intrigues, 689. 

Jourdain I Moli.re'a reference to, 168. 
Judg .. ; appointmenl of .he, by the govern

ment of William 111.,22. 
Jura, the pap. of, 929_ 
J uotice, College ot; in Edinburgb ; tbe mem

be .. disarm themselves on William'. pro
olamation being issued, 2';2-

Jmton, Bishop, 16.5. 

Keating. John, Chief Justice of Ihe Irisb 
Common Pi ..... 190. Hia courageous 
addr_ at the Wick low assi ... on the 
lawlesone ... of the Me .. y Boys, and at· 
tempt to upbold tha low. 157. Dis
miSled from the Council Board by James, 
175. 

Kon, Thomas; Bishop 01 Bath and Well., 
88. Becomes a nonjuror, 459. Hia in
decisioo, 459, 454. 

Kenmare, town 01, foundatioo of by Sir 
W. Pelty. 136. "0 isolation al that pe
riod, 197. Its manufactures Bod trade, 
IS7. Foray. committed by the Irishry, 
198. Reprisals of tha people of Ken
mare, 199.· Acts 81 an independent 
commonwealth. 199. Compelled to capi_ 
lulate to a large foree, and luffered to 
embark for Enghtod, 161. 

Kenmore. Lord; enmmands a regiment at 
&be battle of Killiecrankie, 955. 

Kensington House; purchased and Ihe gar
dens plRnted b, William 111., 58. 

Keppoch, Colin Macdonald, of. See 1I1a«>
dooald, Culi ... 

Kerry; ",""uties of tbe lOuthwestern part 
of. 195. Little known at the time of the 
Revolution, 136. Its wild state, 156. 
note. 

Kettlewell, John, rector of Coleshill; be
""mes a DOlljuror, 469. Hia intimacy 
.. ith Lord Ruasell. 463. 

Kildare, 641. 
Kilkenny; abandoned by the Irish troops 

at &be approacb 'of William, 662. 
Killarney, Lakes of, 156. 
Killiecrankie, glen of; its present appear

ance, SS9. I Is condition at the time of 
Willism Ill., 55!!. Occupied by the 
Williamite troop •• 557. Battle of KiI
lieorankie, 560, 961. EfFect of the battle, 
365. Compared wi&b tho hattle of Newton 
Butle .. 967. 

King, Doctor William, Dean of St. Pa
trick's; his sufferings, 222. Committed 
to prison in Dublin. 617. Welcomes the 
King to Dublin. 642. Preaches before 
&be King in St. Patrick's Cathedral, 643. 

King's Bench, Court of; its sentence 011 

Devonshire reversed, and deolared to haye 
violated Ihe Great Charter, 884. 

King', E.il ; snears or King William at the 
practice of touching for, 478. Ceremonie. 
of touching. 478. Popular belief in tbe 
efficacy of the King's touch. 478, 479. 

Kinsale; Jamel lands at, 170. Capitulates 
to Marlborough, 680. 

Kintyre, 929. 
Kirke, Colonel Percy; appointed to com

mand a forea for the relief of London
derry, 226. Hia ebaracter, 226. His 
expedition windbound at the Isle of Man, 
226. Arrives in Loch Foyle, 228. Con
side .. it not advisable to make any at
tempt, and remains inactive, 228. Pe
remptorily ordered to relieve &be garrison, 
295. Does BO. and &be siege ia raised, 
295-297. Invited to take the command, 
2S~. Hi. conduct disgu.tillg to the in
habitant.. 238. Scnds arms to &be En
niskilleners, 241. 

Lake, John, Bishop of Chichester; beeomes 
a nonjuror, 459. 

Lanarkshire ; the Covenanters from, called 
to arms in Edinburgh, 282. 

Lanier, bir Jobn; commands the Queen'. 
regiment of horse al the battle of the 
Boyne, 624. 

Lansdowne, Lord; take. the command of 
the army for repelling the French in
vaders, 653. His military experience, 
659. 

Latin; tbe had, of the Roman Calholic ~r· 
vi ..... 475. ~ 
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Latitudinarians; their ohjections to the 
Easter holidays, 113. 

I~auzun, Antonine, Count of; a favourite, 
with James II., 165. Hated by Louvoi., 
165. His ambition, 165. Appointed to 
the command of the Irish forces in Ire
land, 583, 584. Lands in Ireland, and 
takes up his re.idence in the castle, 584, 
585. His share in the battle of the 
Boyne, 627. 629. Reaches Dublin,639. 
Marches out of Duhlin, 641. Retires to 
Limerick, 663. Expresses his opinion 
that Limerick' cannot be defended, 663. 
His impatience to get away from Ireland, 
664. Retires to Gal way, leaving a strong 
garrison in Limerick, 668. Goes with 
Tyrconnel to France, 676. 

Law, William; Dr. Johnson's opinion of 
him as' a reasoner, 455. note. 

Lawers, Ben, 364. 
Laws of England; the .peculiar virtues and 

vices of our legislation, 84. The prac
tical element always predominates OVer 
the speculative, 85. 

I,eadenhall Market, 97. 
Leake, Captain John (afterwards Admiral); 

assists in relieving Londonderry, 235, 
236. 

Lee, Sir Thomas; his opinion on the Coro
nation Oath,ll'i.note. 

Leinster; lawlessness of the Merry Boys of, 
157. 

Leopold I., Emperor of Austria; joins the 
coalition against France, 122. Accused 
by Lewis XIV. of leaguing with heretics, 
125. Extract from the answer of Leo
pold,126. note. 

Leo X. ; reference to, 95. 
Leslie, Charles; his abilities and character, 

455. Becomes a nonjuror, 456. 
L.ven, David, Eal'l of; bears a letter from 

William II I. to the Scotch Convention, 
267. 278. Call. the people of Edin
burgh to arms, 282. Commands the 
King's Own Borderers at Killiecrankie, 
355. 361. His gallantry, 563. 

Lewis XIV., King of France; great coali
tion against him, 122. His devastation 
of the Palatinate, 122-124. His mar
riage with Frances de Maintenon, 124, 
125. Spares Treves at her entreaty, 124, 
125. His accusations against the Empe
ror of Austria and the King of Spain, 125. 
Leagues himself with the Sultan of Tur
key, 126. War declared against him by 
tbe coalition, 127, 128. His unwilling
. ness to assist James II •. with an army, 
163, 164. Hi •• entiments respecting 
James's character, 164, 165. Furnishes 
James with assistance, 165. His fare-

well visit to James at St. Germains. 
166. His joy at the death of Innocent 
XI., 439. Sends an ambassador of higb 
rank to Rome, 439. Failure of hi. 
schemes there, 440. Sends an old piece 
of brnss ordnance to Dublin to be coined 
into crowns and shillings, 582. Forwards 
an auxiliary force from France to Ireland, 
582. His error in the choice of a ge
neral, 583, 584. Receives James after his 
flight from Ireland. 648. Importuned by 
James to invade England, 648. Hi. ad
miral, Tourville, attempts a descent, 649. 
'numt in effigy in Covent Garden, 677. 

Lewis of Baden, Prince; his victories over 
the Turks beyond tbe Danube, 436. 

Lieutenantcy, Commissions of; changes 
effected in, 550. Debates in the House 
of Commons on the cbanges in, 569. 

Limerick; occupied by the Irish troop. 
after the battle of the Boyne, 663. 
Their determination to hold it, 666. The 
command given to Boisseleau, 668. As
pect of the town at the time of the Re
volution, 668. Its present importance, 
668. The old CRotIe, 668. Arrival of 
Baldearg O'Donnel, 672. The besiegers 
repulsed, 674. The siege raised, 675. 
The Duke of Berwick appointed Com
mander in Chief of the Irish army at, 676. 

Lisburn; migration of tbe people of, to 
Antrim, 10"3. 

Lisle, Alice; her attainder reversed, 382. 
Assassination of her husband, 506. 

Lisle, John (husband of Alice Lisle); his 
• refuge near the Lake of Geneva, 506. 

Assassinated, 506. 
Literature; character of the Jacobite, of 

England, 656. 
Liturgy; proposal by tIle Comprehension 

Bill for an Ecclesiastical Commission to 
revise the Liturgy and Canons, 110. 
Discussion in the House of Lords re
specting, II 0, Ill. The English Liturgy 
compared with the Latin, 475. Altered 
by the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, 476. 

Livingstone, Sir· Thomas (governor of In
verness); surprises and routs the High
landers at Strathspey, 684. 

Lloyd, Bishop of St. Asaph; carries the 
paten at the coronation of William and 
Mary,118. . 

Lloyd, William, Bishop of Norwich; de
clares himself a nonjuror, 459. 

Lobb, Stephen; his leal in the perseeuti"n 
of the seven bishops, 71. 

Lochaher; gathering of the clans at, 330 . 
Lochiel. See Cameron, Sir Ewan. 
Lochbuy; the Macleans of, S3). 
Locke,- John; dedicates the Essay on the 
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Human Understanding to tbe Earl of 
Pembroke. 549. 

Lockhart, Lord President; murder or, 290. 
Lockhart, Sir William; appointed Solicitor 

General of Scotland, 296. 
Long. Thomas; hi. Vox Cieri, 493. 
Londeriad, tbe" 177. note. 
London; ita loyalty to William and Mary, 

I. Proclamation of the new King and 
Queen in, I. It. filth at the time of 
William ilL. 56. Highwaymen and 
•• ourer. in the outskirts ot; 5S. The site 
of Derry given by James I. to the Cor_ 
poration of, 141. Sorrow and alarm of 
the Londoners at the new. of the landing 
of James II. in Ireland, 175. Hatred 
of the Londoners for the Highlande .. in 
1740,510. New. of the successes of the 
Prote.tants in the north of Ireland, 41 I. 
Reception given by the London com· 
pani... to the Reverend George Walker. 
503. Elcitement in. on the dissolution 
of Parliament and general election, 5~5. 
Return. four Tori •• for the City. 536. 
Agitated slate of tbe City, 552. Procla
mation of a general fast in, 552. Its 
alarm at the new. of the battle of Beachy 
Head, 609. liS joy at the news from 
Ireland, 614. 645. Elfecl produced by 
the new. of the battle of the Boyne, 645. 
Ito receptiolt of the King on his return 
from Ireland, 677. 

London G.lelte; its lying statements, i31. 
note. 

Londonderry; one of the principal strong
holds of the Englishry at the time of the 
Revolution, 189. Destruction of tbe an
cient city of nerry, 141. The sile and 
.i. thousand acres in the neigbbourbood 
given by Jam .. I. to the Corporation of 
London, 141, 142. Foundation of the 
new city of Londonderry, 142. The cath .. 
dral, 142. The bisbop's palace, 142. The 
new hou.... 142. The city walls. 142. 
The inhabitants all Protestants of Anglo
SalOn blood, 143. Besieged in 1641. 
143. Its prosperity, 149. Alano of the 
inhabitants, 149. Arrival of the Earl of 
Antrim to occupy tbe city, 144. Doctrine 
of nonresistance preacbed by the bisbop, 
144. Low character of tbe Mayor and 
Corporation, 144. The thirteen Scottisb 
apprentices, 145. Tbe city gates closed 
against the King's troops, 145. James 
Morison, 145. Retreat of the troops, 
146. A email garrison of Mountjoy's 
regiment left in the city. under Robert 
Lundy, 147. Lundy gives in bis adbesion 
to the government of William and Mary, 
162. Confirmed by them in bis office of 

governor, 162. All the Protestants of 
the neighbourhood crowd into the town, 
163. The fall of the city expected, IS8. 
Lundy considers resistance hopeless, 189. 
Arrival of succours from };ngland, 189. 
Treacbery of Lund)", 190. The citizens 
resolve to defend tbemselves, 190. Th.ir 
disgust at the conduct of the governor, 
190. A tumultuous council of tbe inba
bitants called, 191. The people called to 
arms, 191. Major Henry Baker, Captain 
Adam Murray, and the Reverend GeOl'ge 
Walk'll"' 191. Character of the Protes
tsnts of Londonderry, 192. Two gover
nors elected, and the people divided into 
regiments, 195. Frequent preaChing and 
praying, 195. Remarkable aspect of the 
cathedrftl, 196. Summons fl'om James 
to surrender, 196. Refusal to do so, 196. 
Comm~ncem.nt of the siege, 197. The 
assault at Windmill Hill, 199 The siege 
turned into a blockade, 200. A boom 
placed across the stream, 201. Interest 
excited in England in the siege, 225. 
Distre .. of the inhabitants, 227, 22S. 
Hunger and pestilence, 229. Cruelty of 
Count Rosen, 229. Rosen recalled by 
King James, 232. Attempt at negotia
tion, 232. Extreme famine in the city, 
232. Walker unjustly suspected of con
cealing food, 233. "The fat man in 
Londonderry," 234. Kirke ordered to 
relieve the garrison, 235. Altack on the 
boom, 235. The boom gives way; 236. 
Tbe garrison relieved. 237. The siege 
raised, 297. Loss sustained by tbe b .. 
siegers and besieged, 237, 238. Kirke 
invited to take the command, 238. Large 
quantities of provisions landed from the 
fleet. 23S, 239. Letter from William III., 
acknowledging bis grateful tbanks to the 
defenders, 239., Pride of the inhabitants 
in their city as a trophy of tbe bravery 
of tbeir forefathers. 239. Ten thousand 
pounds granted by tbe Commons to tbe 
widows and orphans of the defenders of 
Londonderry, 505. 

Loa, the palace of, 55, 56. 
Lords. See House of Lords. 
Lords of the Articles of the Scoteb Par

liaments, 288. 
Lorn; ravaged by the men of Athol. 852. 
Lorraine, Charles, Duke of; drives the 

}<'rencb out of the Palatinate, and takes 
Mentz, 487. His deatb a great loss to 
the coalition, i09. ' 

Lothians, the, 256. 
Loughbrickland; rendezvous of tbe Prate .. 

tant forces at, 617. 619. 
Louvois, cbief military adviser of Lt.wiA 
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XIV., 123. His character, 123. His 
diabolical plan of devastating the Palati
nate, 12:3. Regarded by Madame de 
Maintenon as her enemy, 125. Advises 
his master not to assist James II. with 
troops, 165. His hatred of Lauzun, 165. 
His views respecting Ireland, 182. 

Lovelace, Juhn, Lord,S. 
Lowlanders; their contempt for Highlanders, 

509. 
Lowlands of Scotland; their state, after the 

defeat of the Highlanders at Dunkeld, 
877. • 

Low Church party; the, of the reign of 
William III., 69. Origin of the appel
lation,69. Their views respecting James 
II. and William 111., 72. Desire of Low 
Churchmen to preserve Episcopacy in 
Seotland, 258. Their minority in the 
Lower House of Convocation, 490. 

Lowther, Sir John; appointed to a Commis
sionership of the Admiralty, 20. De
puted to carry the thanks of the Tories to 
King William, 538. Appointed First 
Lord of the Treasury, 540. His abilities 
and inBuence, 540. His connection with 
Caermarthen, 540. Not well suited for 
his post, 541. Moves the grant of the ex
cise and customs' duties to the King for 
life, 557. 

Ludlow, Edmund; his early life, .• os. His 
vigorous old age, 506. His refuge at Ge
neva, 506. His arrival in London after 
the Revolution, 507. Horror of tbe people 
at the regicide appearing amongst them, 
SOil. Proclamation issued for his appre
hension, 509. His escape to Swit""rland, 
509. His house and hurialplace, 509. 

Lundy, Lieutenant Colonel Robert; left by 
Mountjoy to garrison Londonderry, 147. 
His treachery, 188. 190. Considers re
sistance hopeless, 188, 189. Mak"" his 
escape from the city by night, 192. His 
memory held in execration in the north of 
Ireland, 192. Sent to the Tower, 225. 
Annually executed in effigy by the people 
of Londonderry, 240. 

Luttrell, Colonel Henry; retumed for Car
low to the Dublin I'arliament of James 11., 
203. 

Luttrell, Colonel Simon; returned for Dub
lin to the Irish Parliament of James II., 
204. His part in the great Act of At
tainder, 216. Allows the ejected fellows 
and scholars of the University of Dublin 
to depart in safety, 221. 

Luttrell, Narcissus; hi. MS. mary in All 
Souls' Cellege, 9. note. 

Lultemburg, Duke of; defeats Waldock at 
the baUle of i'leu~us, 609. 661_ 

Macarthy, . Lieutenant Genora!; hi. reduc. 
tion of Bandon, 160, 161. Receives James 
II. at Cork, 172. His part in the oper .... 
tions against the Enniskilleners, 241. Re
warded with the title of Viscount Mount. 
cashel, 241. See Mountcashel. 

Macclesfield, Earl of; his oppositioli to tbe 
Abjuration Bill, 574. His answer in the 
House to Marlborough, 574. 

Mae Callum More; his unscrupulous am
bition, 816. 823. See Argyle. 

MacdoWlld of Glengarry; bis personal dig. 
nity, 831. Hi. position on the field of 
Kim.crankie, 859. His quarrel with a 
Lowland gentleman, 684. 

Macdonald, Colin, of Keppocb; hi. lawless 
practices, 525. His mountain fastnesses, 
825. Proclaimed a rebel and attacked 
by the King's troops, whom he defeats, 
8.25, 826. Was!es the lands of tbe 
Mackintoshes, and threatens Inverness, 
826. Appearance of Dundee in Kep
poch's camp, 828. The dispute with 
Inverness settled, 529. Greets the 
standard of Dundee, 829, 880. 

Macdonalds; power of the elan of the, 815. 
82S. Their claim to tbe Lordship of the 
Isles, 823. Tbeir fuud with the Mack
intoshes, 993. Tbeir insolence to the 
people of Inverness, 824. Their muster 
at the gathering of Loch'ber, 830,881. 
Quarrels of the Macdonalds of Glengarry 
with the Camerons, 340, 841. Their 
p';<ution at the battle of Kimecranki., 
858. Mllcdonald of Sleat quits the High_ 
land camp, S78. 

Macgregors; terrible .".ample made of the, 
S18. 

l\Iac~ay, Andrew, a soldier of fortune, 284. 
Appointed General by Che Scotlish Con. 
... ention, 284. His indt.>Cisive eampaign 
in the Highlands, 833. Withdraws from 
the hill country, and the war suspended, 
842. Urges the ministers at Edinhurgb 
to give him the means of constructing a 
chain of forts among the Grampian., 5~3. 
Hastells to assist the besiegers of Blair 
Castle, 555. Occupies the defile ot 
Killiecrankie, 857. Defeated by the 
Highlanders at Killiecrankie, 360, 961. 
Itetreats across the mountaius, 563. His 
trying situation, 869, 864. His troops 
refreshed at Weems Castle, 864. Reaches 
Castle Drummond and Stirling, 565. 
Restores order amongst the remains of 
his army, 870. His improvement of the 
bayonet, 561. Routs the Robertsons at 
Saint Johnstone's, 871. His advice dis. 
regarded by the Scotch Ministers, 378. 
The consequences, 874, 87 S. Takes the 
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Cud. of Blair. 577. His unopposed 
marcb from Pertb to Inverness, 685. 
Constructe and garrisoJ18 Fmc William, 
685. 

Mackay .. the, 929. Join General Mackay 
and the King'. tToop .. 894. 

Mackenzie, Sir George, Lord Ad .. oeate; 
hia reoignation, 265. Hia life threatened 
by the Covenant .... 277. Applieo to the 
Houae for protection, 278. 

Mackenzi ... the, 829. 
Mackintoaheo; origin of tbeir name, 829. 

Their feud .. ith the clan of Macdonald. 
929. Origin of tbe dispute, 928. Their 
friendship witb the burgbe ... of In .. em ..... 
925. Their lends wa.ted by Macdorulld 
of Keppoeb, 826. Tbeir ref ..... l to join 
the banner of Dundea with tbe Mac
donalda, 9~9. 

M..,lean of Locbbuy I mu.ten hia clan at 
tbe gathering of Lochaber, 891. 

Maclean, Sir John, of Duart, 831. 
Macl""no; their opp ...... ion. at tbe hand. of 

the Campbell .. 919. Offer their .. si.t
ance to Jomes, 919. Gathering of the 
Macleano of Mull, at Locbaber. 9SI. 
MUlter of tbe Maclean. of Locbbuy. 991 •. 
Their position on the field of Killi ... 
erankie, 558. 

Macleod .. the, 929. 
Macnaghten of Macnaghten; muster. bis 

elan at Loehaber. 990. 
Macnaghtens; their alarm at tbe inRuence 

and power of the Duke of Argyle, 918. 
I1Iaephersono, the, 929. Their arrival at 

the camp at Dlair, 969. 
Magdalene College, 10. 
Malntenon, Madame de; her early life, 124. 

Her chara.ter, 124. Her marriage witb 
Lewi, XIV. of France, 124, 125. In
teroedes for the city of Trev.., 124, I is. 
Her enmity toward. Louvo;" 125. 

Mallow; mUlter of the Englishry at, 199. 
The Protestants driven out from, 160. 

Manheim; destroyed by the Frencb under 
Dur.., 124. 

MantegM, Andrea; bis Triumph .. t Hamp. 
ton Court, 57. note. 

Marlborougb, John, Baron (afterwards 
Duke); commands an Englisb brigade 
under Prince Waldeck, 497. Imputa
tion. thrown on bim, 498. His love of 
lucre, 4!l8. Opinion of foreigll.en of tbe 
relation in which be stood to the Princess 
Anne, 561. Power of his Countess over 
him, .562. Hi. greed of gain, 562. 
Houndl... influence of bim and the 
Countess over the Prin.... Ann .. 563. 
Marks of fayour bestowed on bim by 
William, 565. Supporta the Abjuration 

Bill. 574. Appointed to the command 
of the tToops in England during the stay 
of William in Ireland. 598. i'roposes a 
plan for reducing Cork and Kinsale, 663. 
Ordered by the King to execute his 
plan, 669. Sails for tbe lOuth of Ire
land, 678. Hia dispute with tbe Duke 
of Wirtemberg, 678,679. The dispute 
accommodated, 679. He takes COlk, 
679. Compels Kinsale to capitulate, 
680. RetUfJ18 to England, 681. Gra. 
ciously reeeived by tbe King, 681. 

Marlborougb, Sarah, Countess of; fondness 
of the Princess Anne for her, 560. Their 
ungular Jelationship, 561. Her power 
over ber husband, 562. Her parsimony, 
562. Her hatred of all related to tbe 
Princess, 564. Forms a Prince .. 's party 
in Parliament, 564. Shrewsbury sent to 
wait on the Counte... 565. Scandalous 
repolts respecting bim and the Countess. 
565. She obtain. a pension from tbe 
Princess Anne, 566. 

Marohals .. Prison, the, 986. 
Mary, Queen I proclaimed, 1. Her popu

larity with ber subjects, 52. Her per
IOnal appearance and cbaracter, 52. Her 
dislike of evil speaking. 59. Her amiable 
conduct, 53. Her coronation, 117, 118. 
Inaugurated like a King, 118. Her mu
nificent relief to the fugitive Protestants 
from Ireland, 224. Proclaimed in Edin
burgh, 287. Accepts the Crown of Scot
land. 291. Not on good terms with the 
Princess Anne, 560. Her annoyance at 
the conduct of tbe Princess, 564. Her 
resentment against Lady Marlborough, 
566. Her renewal of terms of friendship 
witb Anne, 566. Tbe Queen appointed 
to administer the government during tbe 
absence of William in Ireland, 579. Her 
agonies at bis departure, 599. Her me~ 
sures for the defence of tbe country, 604. 
Signs tbe warrant for the arrest of Cla
rendon and other noted Jacobite .. 605. 
H.... distress at tbe news from Ireland. 
645. Her tender letter to William, 646. 
He. ansiety for both her husband and 
her father, 646. England threatened with 
a Frencb invasion, 649. The ... hole king.
dom in arm.., 651, 652. Mary review. 
the troops at Hounslow,659. Her letter 
to William respectiog the plans of Marl
borough for reducing Cork and Kinsale, 
669. William's return to England, 676. 

Mary of I1Ioden.. Queen of James If. J 
her letter to the Club, 695. 

Maumont; appointed to the Lieutenant
Generalship in the French contingent, 
165. Entrusted wilh the direction of the 
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siege of Londonderrv. 197. Shot dead at 
the head of his cavairy, 197. His sword 
preserved in Londouderry as a trophy, 
240. 

Maynard" Sir .John; appointed Commis
sioner of the Great Seal, 22. His state ..... 
rnanli,ke .view of the, bill for declaring the 
Convention a Parliament, SI. Opposes 

. the intemperate motion of Howe. 405. 
M'Cormick, Captain William, of Ennis .. 

killen, 141. note. 
Meatb, incursion of Enniskilleners into, 226. 
Melfort, John Lord i accompanies James 

II. to Ireland, 166. Odious to the peo .. 
pIe of England, 167. A favourite with 
James, 167. Disliked by the Count of 
Avau",182. Advises King James to .et 
out for Ulster, 18S. Held in abhorrence 
by the Scotch Eststes, 279. His letters 
to Dundee and Balcarras intercepted, 
827. His letter to Mary of Modena, 
644. Dismissed from office and sent to 
Versailles for assistance for .James, 420. 

Melloruere, La;, appointed to the command 
of a Hugu~not regiment under Schom .. 
berg,412. 

Melville, George, Lord; his connection 
with the Duke of Monmouth and Leslie, 
266, 267 His part in the Rye House 
Plot, 267. His approval of the enterprise 
of the Prince of Orange, 267. Sent by 
William Ill. to Edinburgh as agent to 
the Presbyterians, 267. His son, the 
Earl of Leven, 267, 268. Presents him· 
self at the Scottish Convention, 271. Ap
pointed to the Secretaryship of Scotland, 
297. Fixes his residence at the .English 
Court, 297. Appointed Lord High Com .. 
missioner of Scotland, 686. His charac
ter and abilities, 686. Repeals the Act 
of Supremacy in Scotland, 689. 

Mentz; besieged and tsken by Charles 
Duke of Lorraine, 437. 

Merry Boys, the, of Leinster, 157.170. 
Mildmay, Colonel, member for Esse" i his 

proposal for suppressing the revolt of the 
soldiers at Ipswich, 40. 

Militia; the, of England at the time of the 
Revolu\ion of 1688, 40. 

Ministers; the, of the Plantagenets, Tudors, 
and Stuarts. See Ministry. 

Millistry; what is now called a, not known 
in England till the reign of William 
III .. IS. Distinction between ministers 
and a ministry, 13. A Prime Minister 

. hateful in former times to Englishmen, 
18. . 

Mitchelburne, Colonel .John; appointed go .. 
vernor of Londonderry, 229. His sh .. re 
in tbe battle of the Boyne, 625. 

Moden", Mary of. See Mary of Modena. 
Money; issue of base, by James I I., in Ire

land, 214. Allusion to Wood's patent, 
216. 

Monmouth, Earl of; Viscount Mordaullt 
created, 121. His attack on Halifax in 
the Lords, 408. Resigns his seat at the 
Treasury, 539. Sets out for Torrington'. 
fieet, 606. 

Montgomery, Sir .James; supports the reso
lution of the Scottish Convention declar_ 
ing the throne vacant, 286. Appointed a 
"(;ommissioner to carry the instrumt:nt of 
government of the Scotch Convention to 
London, 291. His talents and character, 
296, 297. Appointed Lord Justice Clerk, 
298. His disappointment, 298. Forms 
the Club, 298. His arrival in Lon .. 
don, with Annandale and Ross, 682. 
Coldly received by the King. 682. Offera 
his services to James, 68~ Returns to 
Edinburgh, 683. His confidence in bis 
positian in the Scottish Parliament, 686. 
His faction in a minority, 687. His rage, 
688. Promises made to bim by lIlary 
of Modena, 696. Breaks with the J a .. 
cobites and becomes a Williamite again, 
697. 698. Refusal of the King to give 
him any tbing but a pardon, 699. His 
subsequent life, 699. 

Montrose; his Highlanders, 338. 370. 377. 
Mordannt, Charles Viscount; placed at the 

head of the Treasury, 20. His character. 
20. His jealousy of Delamere, 65. His 
character. 65. Created Earl of Mou. 
mouth,121. See Monmouth, Earl of. 

lIl0rison, James, of Londonderry, 145. His 
consultation with the troops from the 
city walls, 145. 

Mountcashel, Lieutenant General Macarthy, 
Viscount; lays siege to the castle of 
Crum, 242. Defeated at the batde of 
Newton Butler, 24S. Violates bis parole,. 
583. See lIlacarthy. 

Mountjoy, William Stewart. Viscount; sent 
to pacify Ulster, J 46. His character and 
qualifications, 146. Founder oftbe Irish" 
Royal Society, 146. His reception of the 
deputstion from Ellniskillen, 147. His 
advice to them, 147. Sent, with Rice. 
on an embassy to SI. Germains, 153. 
A rrives in France, and is thrown into the 
Bastile, 16S. Included in the Irish Act 
of Attainder while in the Bastile, 217. 

Mountjoy, merchant ship; breaks the 
boom at the siege of Londonderry, 235 • 
Her brave master killed, 236. 

Mouroe river, the, 245. 
l\Iulgrave, John Sheffield. Earlof; pligbts 

his faith tn William I II., 3~ 
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Hun. Iole m; OCICupied by the Irisb, under 
Cannon. 577. 

Munroe. Captain; takes the command of 
the Cameroniana at Dunkelel, 576. 

Munr .... the, 929. 
Mu,,,,y. Captain Adam; call. the people of 

Londonderry to ann., I 91. Meets the 
flag of trnce from James, 196. Refuses 
to aurr.nder. 196, 197. Makes a aally, 
197. The Murray Club, 240. 

Murm,.. Lord (eldest son of the Marquess 
of Athol); calls the elan Athol to arIPs 
for King William. 552. Demands to 
be admitted to Blair Castle, 954. Be
sieges the castle, 554, 955. Raises the 
aiege, 957. 

Mu.gra .... Sir Christopher; his opinion on 
the Coronation Oath Bill. 117. uote. 

Mutiny at Ipswich, 5f!.· The first Mutin,. 
Bill pllSlled, 42. Extreme distrust with 
which tbe measure W38 regarded, 46. 

Nagle, Sir Richard; appointed Attorney 
General of Ireland, 190. Clarendon', 
opinion m bim. 150. note. Returned for 
Cork to the Parliament of Jam ... in Dub
lin, 209. Cboaen Speaker. 206. Accepts 
the aeal. from Jam ... in Dublin. 420. 

Navy; maladminist",tion oithe, during the 
reigns of Cbarles IL and James II., 61. 
Its condition under' Torrington, 499. 
Inquiry of the House of Commone into 
the abu .... of the, 500. Corruption of 
the Navy Board. 500. 

Newry; destruction of. 420. 
Newton. Sir Isaac; bis observatory over 

Trinity College gate, 596. Gives his 
vote to Sir Robert Sawyer. 596. 

Newton Butler; battle 01; 249. Com-
pared with that of Killiecrankie, 967. 

Nicene Creed, the, H6. 
Nicolauo My_tieus; deprivation ot, referred 

tv, 102. 
Nimeguen. Treaty or, 98. 
Nisbet, John; the Mr. Nisby of tbe Spec

tator. 98. note. 
Nitbisdale; "rabbling" ortbe clergy in, 250. 
Noble. Le. a Frencb lampooner, 120. note. 

His two pasquinade., 120. note. His ss
sertion tbat Jeffreya wsa poisoned by 
William IlL, 409. 

N onclmformiots; their union witb the Con
formilts against Popery. 70. Their gra
titude for tbl! Declaration oC Indulgence. 
72. The Toleration Act pBSSed; 81. 

Nonbearersof Seotland,,the, 707. 
Nonjurors; proposal to leave tbem to the 

mercy of the King. 106. Passing of the 
bill for settling the Oatb. of Allegianceand 
Supremacy,115. Tbeirarguments against 
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taking the oath .. 449. 445.459. Their uo
tionsoftbetbeoryofgovernment, 448. The 
nonjurors of the bighest rank. 453. Ken, 
453. Lealie,455. Sherlock. 456. Hickes. 
458. Jeremy Collier. 459. pod well. 
461. Kettlewell and Fitzwilliam. 463. 
General character of the nonjuring clergy, 
464. Their poverty. 465, 466. . Their 
subsequent lives, 466. 467. Cibber's play 
of ·Tbe Nonjuror, 467. Clamours against 
them e:lcited by tbe appearance of the 
Jacobite Form of Prayer and Humiliation, 
659. Appearance of a pamphlet suggest_ 
ing tbe Dewitting of the nonjuring pre
lates. 690. The Presbyterian nonjurors 
of Scotland, 703. Subsequently called 
the Nonbearers, 707. 

Nonresistance; zeal of the clergy in favour 
of. 4. Submission of the advocates of 
the doctrine to the decree. of the Conven
tion,18. 

Nortb. Sir Dudlcy; Iii. e:ramination before 
tbe Murder Committee. 512. 

Norwich; palace of tbe nonjuring bisbop or, 
attacked. 660. 

Nottingbam. Daniel Fincb, Earl of; ap
pointed Secretary of State in the first mi
nistry of William III., 18. Political 
school to whicb he belonged, 18. De
clines the ofi'er of the Great Seal, 21. 
His quarrels witb Shrewsbury. 64. Hi. 
views concerning ecclesiastical polity. 79. 
Discussion on biB Comprehension. Bill. 
11 O. Hi. pel'tinacity in oppooing the 
bill for declaring tbe acts of tbe late Par
liament to be valid, 567. 568. Becomes 
sole Secretary, 597. Visits Crone in New
gate. 60S. 

Nugent, Thomas; appointed Chief Justice 
of tbe Irisb King's Bencb, 1 90. Recog
nises tbe violence and spoliation of the 
Merry Boys ss a necessary evil, 157, 158. 

Oates, Titus; batred witb wbich be was re
garded b,. tbe Higb Church party. 71. 
Hi. imprisonment in Newgate. 984. Re
garded ss a martyr by many fanatics, S84. 
His reappearance in Westminster Hall 
and tbe Court of Requests, 585. Hi. 
personal appearance and manner •• 585. 
Brings bis sentence before tbe House of 
Lords by writ of error, 585. Ordered to 
tbe Marshalsea for a breach of privilege. 
986. Refuaa1 of the Lords to reverse bi. 
sentence. S68. Bill annulling his sentence 
brougbt into the House of Commons, 589. 
Pardoned and pensioned. 999. 

Oatb. Coronation. See Coronaiion Oa tb. 
Oatb. of Allegiance and Supremacy; the, 

required of tbe member. of both Houses, 
C . 
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31. 82. Discussion on the bill ror settling 
the, 99. Divided opinions of the High 
Church clergy respecting the Oath of Su
premacy, 440, 441. Arguments for and 
against taking the oaths, 441. 445. 

0' Donnel, Baldearg (the O'Donnel); his 
exile at the Spanish Court, 672. Refused 
permission to go to Ireland, 672. Escapes, 
and arrives at Limerick, 672. Muster of 
the Crellghts around him, 67S. His, no. 
tion of independence, 67S. 

O'Donnels; their strug~le against James 1" 
141. Their exile at the Court of Spain, 
671. 

Oldbridge, ford of the Boyne at, 622. 
William III, wounded at, 627. The 
Boyne passed by William at, 690. 

Oldmixon; his statements referred to, 80. 
note. 

Omagh; arrival of James II. at, 185. 
Wretchedness of, 185. Destroyed by the 
Protestant inhabitants, 16S. 185. 

O'Neil; struggle of the house of, against 
James I., 141. 

O'Neil, Sir Neil; his part in the siege of 
Londonderry, 200. Killed at the battle 
of the Boyne, 629. 

Ormond, James Hutler, Duke of; appointed 
Lord High Constable at the coronation 
of William and Mary, 118. Greated a 
Knight of the Garter, 120. Meeting of 
noblemen and gentlemen interested in Ire· 
land at his house, 149. Entertains King 
""illiam at the ancient castle of the But 
lers, 662. Commands the Life Guards at 
the battle ot the Boyne, 624. 627. 

Ossian; reference to. S 12. 
Otway, Thomas; his" Venice Preserved," 

52. 
Outlawry; the Act of Edward VI. relating 

to, 525. 
Oxford, Lord; commands the Blues at the 

battle of the Boyne, 624. 

Painted Chamber, the, 592. 891). 
Paintings of Charles I.; fate which they 

met, 57. The cartoons of Raphael, 57. 
The Triumphs of Andrea Mantegna, 57. 
note. 

Palatinate; the, devastated by a French 
army under Marshal Duras, 129. Ra
vaged by Marshal Turenne, 129. Suffer
ings of the people, 129,124. The cry of 
vengeance from surrounding nations, 125. 
Desolation ofthe, 611. 

Palatine, Elector; his castle turned into a 
heap of ruins by the French under Duras, 
124. 

Papists. See Roman Catholics. 
l'ardouers, the, of Germany, 95. 

Parker, Samuel, Bishop or Oxford, 74. 
Parliament; the Con.ention turned into 

on", 27. Etymology of the word, SI. 
Members of both Houses required to 
take the Oath of Allegiance, 51, 82. 
The Oxford Parliament, 81. Parliament, 
according to some, Dot competent to com .. 
pel a bishop to swear on pain of depriva
tion,101. Presents an address to William 
I II. to summon· Convocation, 11 9. Sit
ting of, on an Easter Monday, 119. Dis
putes in the, 579. Prorogued, 879. 
Reversal of attainders, 580. et seq. Dis
putes about the Bill of Rights. 994-396. 
Quarrel about a Bill of Indemnity, 396. 
Recess of the Parliament, 414. Meels 
again, 496. Prorogued by William, 531. 
Dissolved, and writs for a general election 
issued, 584. Rise and progress of parlia
mentary corruption in England, 541. 
Meeting of the new Parliament, 556. 
Bill brought into the Lords declaring all 
the acts of the Convention valid, 567. 
The Parliament prorogued, 579. The 
Houses reassembled, 711. The Irish 
Parliament passes an Act annulling tbe 
authority of the English Parliament, 
208. 

Parliament, Irish; assembles in Dublin, 
202. The Houoe of Peers, 202. The 
House of Commons, 203. Deficiency of 
legislative qualities in this Parliament, 
205. The Parliament House on College 
Green, 206. Speech of James II. from 
the throne, 206. Resolutions of the 
Commons, 206. Rant and tumult of the 
Assembly, 207. Judge Daly, 207. Passes 
a Toleration Act and an Act annulling 
the authority of the English Parliament, 
208. Acts passed for the conns.atinn 
of the property of Protestants, 208. 
Little in common between James and 
his Parliament, 210. Bill drawn up 
for deposing all the Protestant bishops, 
214. The great Act of Attainder, 216. 
James prorogues the Parliament, 220. 

Parliament, Scottish; the Parliament meets, 
685. Melville appointed Lord High 
Commissioner, 686. The government 
obtains a majority, 686. An extraordi
nary supply voted, 688. Ecclesiastical 
legislation, 688. Two supplementary 
Acts passed, 694. See Convention, Seot
tish. 

Paris Gazette; quotation from the, II 9. 
note. _ . 

Patrick, Simon, Dean ot Peterborough; one 
of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, 470. 
His alterations in the Collecls, 476. Ap
pointed to the see of Chichester, 485. 
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Patronage, Cburch; abolished in Scotland, 

694. 
Payne, Neville; an agent of the exiled royal 

family, 681/. His antecedents, 682. Hi. 
intrigues ... ith Montgomery, 682. Ar
rested and carried to Edinburgh, 700. 
Subjected to the torture, 700. Hi. bra
very, 700. Immured in the C .. tle of 
Edinburgh, '700. 

Pelham, Henry; corruplion of his adminis
tration, 546. 

Pemberton, Judge, 980. note. 
Pembroke, Thomas Herbert, Earl of; bears 

the pointed ... ord at the coronation, 118. 
Appuinted FUst Lord of tbe Admiralty, 
549. 

Penn, William; bis ocandalou • .Jacobitism, 
587. Hi. lell .... to Jameo, 587. Taken 
into custody, but acquitted, 588. A 
letter tTom .Jamea to him intercepted,599. 
Taken before the Privy Council, 599. 
His falsehood, 600. Required to give 
bail, 600. .Join. tbe .Jacobite conspiracy, 
721. 

Pensionary of HoUand; importance of the 
office or, 68. 

Perth, James Drummond, Earl of; obtaino 
the estate. of Lord Melville, 267. 

Peterborough, Earl of; hi. impeachment 
for high treason,510. Sent to the To .. er, 
511. 

P.terborough level; Crown lands in the, 
550. 

Petr., Father, 10. 
Petty, Sir William; hi. foundation of tbe 

towo of Kenmare, 196. His ironworks 
there, 197 • 

.. Phillida, Phillida," tbe aong or, 50. 
Phillipps; bis loot poem, the Grameis, 591. 

note. 
Photiul; deprivatioll or, referred to, 102. 
Piedmont; invaded by a French army 

under Catinat, 71 O. 
Ploltin Castle, 694. 
J'lowden, Francis; appointed Chief Mi

nister of Finance in the Dublin Parlia
ment of James II., 209. 

Plymouth, garrison of; its discontent and 
riotous conduct, 5. 

Politics, science of; its close analogy to 
mechanics, 84. 

Pullexfen; appointed Attorney General and 
Chi.f Justice of the Common I'leas, 29. 
His opinion respecting tbe re.eDue of 
Jal1M<s II., S4. 

Portland, Bentinck, Duke of; hi. letter to 
tbe Scotch ministers respecting Mackay, 
:174. Sent by William III. on a mission to 
the Hague, 521. His sbare in tbe battle 
of the lluyne, 625. 629. 

Powell, Sir .Jobn; appointed to a judge
ship, 23. 

Powia, William Herbert, Earl of; accom
panie. James II. to Ireland, 166. 

Powle, Henry, .speaker of the Convention; 
bis part in the proclamation of William 
and Mary,l. 

Prayer, Book of Common I proposed re
vision of the, 11 O. 

Presbyterians; tbe last serious attempt to 
bring thom within the pale of tbe Cburcb 
of England, 69. Comforts of their 
divines, 97. Their inlluence witb their 
1I0cks, 97. Tom Brown's remarks on, 
98. note. Advice to tbe Episcopalians 
of Scotland respecting the Presbyterian .. 
260. Comparative strength of religious 
parties in Scotland, 26 I. 11leir batred 
of the merciless perseclltors of their 
bretbren of the mitb, 281. Their un
mvourable opinion of tbe Dutch Luthe
rans, 292. note. Origin of the annual 
grant of the government to tbe Presby
terians of Ulster, 618. Tbe law fixing 
tbe ecclesiastical constitution of Scotland .. 
690. Satisfaction of the l'resbyterians 
on the whole at the Dew ecclesiastical 
polity, 700. The Presbyterian nonjurors, 
709. Tbe reformed Presbytery, 704. 
note •. 

Preston, Richard Grabam, ViSCOUDt; b is 
.Taeobitism, 588, 589. In bigb mvour 
witb Lewis, 589. .Joins the .Jacobite con
spiracy, 721. Proposal to .end bim to 
St. Germains, 723. Papers entrnsted to 
him, 724. He and his companiono ar
rested in tbe Tbames, 727. 

Priests; the brokers of tbe Court of .James 
II., 61. 

Printing offices, the, of the .Jacobites, 657. 
Prior, Matthew; bis compllJint that William 

III. did not understand poetical eulogy, 
52. 

Privy Seal; put into commission, 5S8. 
Proscriptions of the Protestants in Ireland, 

208. Sanguinary proscriptions nf tbe 
Roundbeads and Cavaliers, 577. 

Protestantism; ita bistory in Europe ana
logous to that nf Puritanism in England, 
96. 

Protestsnts I their gratitude to Maurice of 
Germany and William of England, 49. 
Their condition in Ireland under the Ro
man Catholic officials, lSI. Sil< thousand 
veterans deprived of their bread, 192. 
Their hopes centred in King William, 
ISS. Panic among tbem, IS4. History 
of the town of Kenmare, ISS. Muster
ings at the principal Protestant strong
bolds, 139. Bold front .hown by the 

3 e 2 
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Enoiski1leners to the ROman Catholic 
troops, 140. Alarm of the Protestants of 
Londonderry,143. Mountjoy sent to pa
cify the Protestants of Ulster, 146, 147. 
General arming of the Roman Catholics 
and disarming of the Protestants, 156. 
Approximate .estimate of the pecuniary 
10sst'S caused by the fr""booters, 160. The 
Protestants of the south unable to resist 
the Roman Catholics, 160. Enuiskillen 
and Londonderry hold out, 162. The 
Protestants of Ulster driven before the 
devastating army of Richard Hamilton, 
162, 163. They make a stand at Dro. 
more, 169. Their condition at the land
ing of James II., 170. They abandon 
and destroy Omagh, 185. Character of 
the Protestants of Ireland, 192, 193. 
Their contempt and antipathy for the Ra. 
man Catholics, 194. Acts passed for the 
can liscation of the property of the Protest
ants, 208. Sufferings of the Protestant 
clergy of Ireland, 209. The great Act of 
Attainder,216. Cruel persecutions of the 
Protestants' of Ireland, 220. Roman 
Catholic troops quartered in the houses of 
suspected Protestants, 221. Doctor Wil
liam King, Dean of -St. Patrick's, 222. 
Ronquillo's indignation at the cruel treat
ment of the Protestants in Ireland, 224. 
Munificent relief afforded to the fugitives 
who escaped to England, 224. Actions 
nf the EnniskilJeners, 226. Distress of 
Londonderry, 227. Cruelty of Count 
Rosen to the Protestants of the neigh
bourhood of Londonderry, 229. Extre
mity of distress in Londonderry, 299. 
The sie"", raised, 297. Gain the battle 
of Newton Butler, 243-245. Atroeious 
advice of A vaux to James to massacre all 
the Protestants of Ireland, 415. The 
Protestants desire to revenge themselves 
on the Irish of Carrickfergus, 421. The 
French soldiers billeted on Protestants in 
Duhlin, 585. Joy of the Protestants of 
Ireland on the landing of William at 
Belfast, 615--617. Proclamation in 
Dublin forbiddil!g them to leave their 
homes aft.r nightfall, 617. Their fierce 
and implacable desire to trample down 
the Irish, 625. The battle of the Boyne, 
629. Their joy in Dublin after the battle 
of the lloyne, 641. Booty taken by the 
victors of the Boyne, 642. 

Puritanism; its history in England analo
gous to that of Protestantism in Europe, 
96. 

Puritans; in what their scrupulosity really 
consisted, 92. Their objections to the 
Easter holidays in Parliament, Il:J. Their 

conduct during their ascendency in En ... 
land,481. Feelings with which they we~e 
regarded by the Anglican clergy, 482, 
483. 

Pusignan; appointed tbird in command at 
the siege of Londonderry, 197. Is mar. 
tally wounded, 198. 

Quakers; their refusal to take the Oath of 
Supremacy, and lbe penal consequences, 
89. Declarations required from, under 
the Toleration Act, 89. Large number. 
of, at the time of the Revolution, 96. 
Pecuniary losses sustained by them at the 
hands of the freebooters in Ireland, 160. 

Queensberry, Duke of; arrives in Edin
burgh and takes bis place in the Conven
tion, 283. Refuses to vote on the resolution 
tbat James had forfeited his crown, 286. 

Ramsay's regiment, 955. Retreat of, at 
Killiecrankie, 961. 964. 

Raphael; eartoons of, at Hampton Court. 
57. 

Rapparees; their barbarity and filthiness, 
159. 170.179. Tbe Protestants forbidden 
to possess arms, and their houses at the 
mercy of the Rapparees, 221. 

Rebearsal, the, 989. 
Reresby, Sir Jobn, 10. I21:note. 
Revenue; the public, at the time of the Re. 

volution of 1688, 95. The revenue of 
the seventeenth century, 556. Sources 
of, 557. The hereditary, of the Crown, 
557.559. . 

Revolution, English; more violent in Scot
land than in England, 246. Reaction 
which follows all revolutions, 5. note. 

Rice, Stephen; appointed Cldef Baron of 
the Exchequer, 190. Use he made of 
his power, 151. Sent on an embassy to 
St. Germains, 153. His secret instruc
tions as to the offering of Ireland to 
France, ISS. His arrival in France, 169. 

Ricbelieu, Cardinal, 49. 
Rights, Bill of; passed. by the Commons, 

599. Disputes between the Houses re
specting the succession to the crown, 594, 
595. lbe bill allowed to drop, 996. In
troduced again and passed, 498. The 
special provisions of the Act, 498. The 
Deolaration against Transubstantiation, 
498. lbe dispensing power, 500. 

Rights, Declaration of; doctrine of the, so
lemnly reasserted every year, 47. ;rurned 
into a Bill of Rights, 999. 

Robertson, AleJ:&l\der (chief of the clan 
Robertson); joins the camp of the High
landers at Blair, 869. His literary eha· 
raeter, 969, 570. 
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Roberloon, the elan I their arrival at the 
eamp at Blair, 969. Sent down to occupy 
Perth, 970. Routed by Mackay at Saint 
Johnstone' .. 97l. 

Rocbester, Lawrenoe Hyde, Earl of; takes 
the Oath of Allegianc .. to William J IJ., 
93. Generosity of Burnet to him, 9:1. 

Roman Catholic.; hated by the soldiery, 4. 
The penaloode enacted against them hy 
the Parliaments of Elizabeth, 89. All 
the high .. t ottices of the atate in Ireland 
filled witb Papisto, 129. Not allowed to 
b. at large in Enniskilleu, 141. Rising 
of the wbole Irisb kingdom, 154. 1'b.ir 
juy at the arrival of James IL in Ireland, 
170. Feelings with wbich they regarded 
James compared witb those of the English 
Jacobite .. 178. Tbeir fixed purpose, 178. 
Contempt and antipathy of the Protes
tants of Ireland for the Roman Catbolics, 
194. Routed by the Euni.killenel'l in 
Donegal, 221;. Close liege of London
derry,227. The Ir;'b raise tbe siege and 
retreat to Strabane, 297. Depressioll of 
tbe troop .. 241. Defeated at the battle 
of Newton Butler, 249-245. They rally 
round James in immense numbel'§, 419. 
The battle of the Boyne, 629. Their 
low militsry reputation, 665. A bill 
brought into the Houae of Corr,mons 
eonfiscating the estates of all Papista who 
had joined in the Irish rebelliou, 719. 

Rome; eHilet produced at, by the newl of 
the battle of the Boyne, 744. 

Roaen, Count; the chief command of the 
French placed at the disposal of James 
J I. given to, 165. His talents and cba
racter, 187. Placed in oommand in 
Jam •• '. army in Ireland, 187. Returns 
witb James to Dublin, 197. Appointed 
to conduct the siege of Londonderry, 229. 
His cruelty, 229. James'. disgust at bis 
conduct, 231. Recalled to Dublin, 232. 
His cbaraeter compared with tbat of the 
Count of Avaus, 2:11,2:12. Advises James 
not to hazard B battle witb Scbomberg, 
42:1. Recalled to Fran ... , 584. 

Ross, Lord; joins tbe Club, 298. Pro
ceeds with Montgomery and Annsndale 
to London, 682. Return. to Edinburgh, 
683. Promises made to bim by Mary of 
~Iodena, 696. Breaks with tbe Jaco
bites and becomea a Williamite again, 
697. Turna informer, 697. 

Roundheads; their sanguinary proscrip
tion .. 577. 

Rowe, member of the Houae of Commons, 
110. note. 

Royal Society of Ireland; foundation of 
Ih., 146. 

Royal Voyage; the drama so called, 4S I. 
note. 

Russell, Lady, widow of Lord William 
Ru ... 11, 2. Her daughter, Lady Caven
dish, 2. Her letter to Halifas, 409. Her 
acoountofthe perpleKityof Ken respecting 
the oatb .. 454. note. 

Russell, Lord William, reference to, 105. 
Hi. attainder reversed, 980. His up
right and benevolent cbaracter, 980. 
Reverence in which bis memory was 
beld by the Whig., :180, S81. 

Russell, Edward (af'tcrwards Earl of Or
ford); appointed to advise ibe Queen on 
naval mailers, 598. Sets out for Tor
rington'. fteet, 606. 

Ruvigny, tbe Marquess of; bis Huguenot 
opinions, 411. His residence at Green
wieb, 412. Hi. English connectiono, 
412. His sons, 112. His deatb, 412. 

Rye House Plot, 525. 

Saeheverell, William; appointed to a Com
missionersbip of the Admiralty, 20. His 
clause in tbe Corporation Bill, 517. Its 
efl'ect, .~17. The clause lost, 522. 

Salisbury, Earl of; bi. impeachment for 
high treason, 510. Sent to the Tower, 
511. 

Salisbury, see of; Burnet appointed to, 75. 
Sancroft, William, Arcbbishop of Canter

bury; hi. refllsal to obey the precept of 
William IlL, 76. His final submi.sion 
anei foolish espedient .. n. Letter from 
Bishop Compton to bim, 91. Dote. Ab
aenta himself from tbe coronation of 
William and Mary, 118. 

Sarstield, Colonel Patrick; returned for 
Dublin to the Irish Parliament of James 
II., 202. His station and character, 
20~. Hi. services, 202. 429. Avaux's 
opinion of him, 202. Abandon. Sligo, 
245. Appointed to the cDmmand of a 
divisioD sent into Connaught, 429. Raised 
to the rank of brigadier, 429. Present 
at the battle of tbe Boyne, 628. Accom
panies James in his /light to Dublin, 
696. His resistsnce at Limerick, 666. 
His despondency, 669. Hi. surprise of 
the English artillery,669. His popularity 
witb hi. countrymen, 671. 

Sawyer, Sir Robert; his opinion on tbe Ca
ronation Oatb Bill, 117. note. His case 

, brought ~efQre the ~ouse. of Common .. 
524. HIS connectIon WIth the State 
Trials of the preceding reign, 525. His 
manly stand against Popery and despotism, 
525. Called by the House to account 
for his conduct in tbe case of Sir Thomas 
Armstrong, 525. Excepted frOID the Ill' 
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demnity and e"pelled from the Hous .... 
528. Returned to the new House of 
Commons by the University of Cambridge, 
536. 

Scarborough. Mayor of; tAJssed in a blanket, 
242. 

Schomberg. Frederic, Count of (afterwards 
Duke); appointed to the command of 
the Englisb contingent in Holland, 38. I 
Created a Knight of the Garter. 120-
Orders Kirke to relieve Londonderry. 235. 
note. Entrusted with tbe command in 
Ireland. 411. Formation of his army. 
411. His wonderful popularity in Eng
land. 412. His undoubted Protestant
ism, 412. A grant of a hundred thou
aand pounds awarded to bim by the 
Commons, 413. Returns thanks to the 
House, 414. Lands in Ireland. 414. 
Takes Carrickl'ergus, 421. Joined by 
three regiments of Enniskilleners, 421. 
Advances into Leinster. 422. Declines a 
battle, 423. Frauds of the English Com
missariat, 424. Entrenches himself near 
Dundalk. 425. Conspiracy and pesti
lence in bis camp. 426. 427. Gnes into 
winter quarters at Lisburn, 4so, 431. His 
immense losses of men, 430, 431. Va
rious opinions about his conduct, 431. 
His admirable despatehes, 482. Meets 
William at Belfast, 6150 Gives the 
country information by sigua1a of the 
King's arrival. 616. The battle of the 
Boyne, 629. Schomberg's sullenness, 
629. His brave cbarge with the Hu
guenot regiments, 633. Killed at their 
head. 583. Honours paid to his eorpse, 
638, 

Schomberg, Meinhart (afterwards Duke of 
Leinsler); commands the right wing of 
the English at the Boyne, 629. Twos 
the len lIank of the Irish army, 629. 

Scotell Presbyterian Eloquence displayed; 
the book so called, 702. 

Scotland; tbe Revolution more violent in 
Scotland than in England. 246. The 
Cburch establi.bed by la.... odious to 
Scotchmen, 247. King William dispenses 
with tbe Act depriving Preshyterians of 
the elective franchise, 248. Election. for 
the Convenlion. 248. .. Rabbling" or the 
Episcopal clergy. 248, 249. Dismay of 
the Scottish bishops, 251. Slate of Edin
burgh, 252, Question of an Union be
tween England and Scotland raised, 253. 
Prosperity of Scotland under the free 
trade regulations of, Oliver Cromwell. 
254. Its grievances under Charles II •• 
255. A commercial treaty witb England 
proposed, 255. Blessings of the Union of 

1707. 257. Opinions of William II r. on 
Cburch government in Scotland. 259. Com
parative strengtb of religious parties in 
Scotland, 261. Meeting of the Conven_ 
tion. 271. Disbonestyand timesening 
conduct of the stalesmen of Scotland at 
the time of the ReTolution, 278. Letter 
from James to the Estates, 871. Com
mittee of tbe Convention to frame a plan 
of gOTernment, 285. Resolution proposed 
by it, 285. Abolition of Episcopacy in 
Scotland, 2ll7. The Scotcb Coronation 
Oath revised, 291. William and Mary 
accept the crown of Scotland, 291. Dis. 
content of tbe Covenanters, 293. Minis. 
terial arrangements in Scotland, 294. 295. 
Scotland a poor country at tbe time of 
the Revolution, 295. War breaks out in 
the Highlands, sao. State of the Higb
lands at that period, sao, 801. Gold. 
smith's comparison of Scotland witb HoI
land, 302. note. Hatred of Englishmen 
fur the .... y sight of the tartan, 3 I 0-
Rellu" of public feeling, SIO. Tyranny 
of elan over clan, S11. Hatred of tbe 
neighbouring clans for the Campbells, 
318. S19. Dundee and Balcarras ordered 
to be arrested, 828. Dundee gatbers the 
clans, SSO- Mackay's indecisive campaign 
in the Highlands, S33. War ag-.rin br,eaks 
out in the Highlands, 354. Panic after 
the battle of Killiecrankie, 865. The 
Highland .. rs defeated at Dunkirk. 375, 
876. Dissolution oftbe Highland army. 
377. State of tbe Lowlands, 377. In
trigues of the Club, 877. The Courts 
of Justice reopened, 378. J mprovement 
in the aspeet of things in Scotland. 681. 
Intrigues of Montgomery witb the Jaco
bites, 681. War in the Higblands, 683. 
The spirit of the clans effectually cowed, 
685. Ecclesiastical legislation, 688. Ge
neral acqniescence in the new ecclesiastical 
polity, 700. Complaints of tbe Episco-
paliaus, 701. The Presbyterian non
juro"" 70s. 

Scott, Doctor John; his visit to Jeffreys in 
tbe Tower, 402. 

Scottish troops; remIt of the, under Schom
berg, 39. Defeated and taken, 41, 42. 

Scourers; in the time of William 111 •• 58. 
Seal, the Great; inconveniences with which 

it was bome by any but lawyers, 21. 
Confided to a Commission, 22. 

Sedley. Catharine i her letter to King 
James, 7250 

Sedley. Sir Cbarles, 556. His talents, 557. 
Scparatists; their union with their oppo

nents against Popery, 70. 
Session, Court of; Sir James Dalrymple 
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appointed p"";dent of the, 296. Sitting. Slane, Lord; his part in the siege of !,.on-
uf, reeommenced, 578, donderry, 200. 

Settlement, Act of; repealed by the Irw. Sleaford, battle o~ 41. 
Parliament of James II., 209. Sligo; musterings of the Englishry at, IS9. 

Seymour, Sir Edward; hi. opposition to the ·.raken by the Roman Catholics, 160. 
Act 1 W. & M, ...... I. c. I., So. SI. Abandoned by Sarsfield, 245. Occupied 
Takes the Oath of Allegiance, 5S. De- hy Kirke, 245. 
cla_ his support of measures for tran- Smith, Aaron; appointed Solicitor to the 
quillizing Ireland, 225. Defend. Lord Treasury, 26. His scandalous antece-
Ham... againot the attacks of John dents, 26. 
Hampden. 515. I Smith. Adam, 85. 

Shal... Henry, Commiasary General; hi. Society, English; state of Court society at 
peclIl"tion .. 424. Cry raised again.! him, the time of the Revolution, 60. 
502. Solmes, Count of; commands a brigade of 

Sharp, John, Dean of Norwich; hi. inter- Dutch troops under Schomberg in Ire-
vie ... with Lord Jelfrey. in the Tower, land, 411. Hi. share in the battle of the 
402. Appointed one of the Eccleoiastical Boyne, 625. 627. 690. 692. Appointed 
Commissioners, 470. Commander in Chief of the army in Ire-

Sharpe, Archbishop, 276. land, 662. 
Sherlock, Doctor William, 88. Becomes a Somers, John (afterward. Lord Somers) ; 

nonjuror, 456. Hi. distinguished charac- his opinion respecting the revenue de-
ter, 456, 457. His voluminous writings, rived by James I L from the parlia-
457. His oontest with Bossuet, 457. mentary grant, 94. His reflection. on 
His name mentioned with pride by the the injustice of the Lords' decision on the 
Jacobites, 458. Indulgence shown to sentence on Oates, 988. Chief orator in 
him, 594. the free conference with the Lords, 990. 

Shield .. Alel<&nder; appointed chaplain of His proud appearance in the Painted 
the Cameronian regiment, 945. His Chamber, 992. Draws up a manifesto 
opinions and temper, 945, 946. from the Commons 10 the Lords, 999. 

Shovel, Sir Cloudealey; conveys King Bring. up the report on the Corporation 
William across to Ireland, 601. Bill, 517. Hi. disapproval of the vio-

Shrewsbury, Charles, Earl of; appointed to lence of the Whigs, 522 His speech on 
a secretary.hip in the first government of the bill for declaring the acts of tbe late 
William 111., 19. Hi. youth, 19. Hi. Parliament valid, 568. 
antecedents, 19, 20. His quarrels with Somer. Tracts, the, 120. note. 
Nottingham, 64. Absents him.elf from Somerset, Duke of; carries the Queen'. 
Parliament during the discussion on the crown at the coronation, 118. Entertains 
Sacramental Test, 110. His position in King William at Marlborough, 677. 
the Whig party, 516. Implores King Sophia, Duchess of Brunswick Lunenburg; 
William to change hia intention of leaving proposed by William III. as the sue-
England, 580. Hi. apostasy to the cause cessor to tbe Crown of England, 394. 
of the Jacobites, 654. Sent to wait on Sovereign; position of in the governptent, 
the Counteas of Marlborough respecting hefore and after the Revolution, 19. 
the Princess'. party in Parliament, 565. Spain; her alliance with England, 122. 
Scandalous reports respecting him and the Manifesto of, declaring war against 
Countess, 565. Hia extraordinary con- France, 127. Joins the coalition against 
duet, 594. Hi. peculiar character, 594, France, 496. 
595. His mother, 596. His treason, Spectator; the, re'erence to, 98. note. 
596. His mental distr .... 596, 597. His Spir .. ; cathedral of, destroyed hy the 
resignation olthe seal .. 597. His illness, French under Marshal Durso, 124. 
597. Renewal of his allegiance, 619. Sprat, Thomso, Bishop of Rochester; plight. 
Hi. olfer to retrieve the bonour of the his faith to William 111.,92. Carrie. 
Jo:nglish flag, 619. the chalice at the coronation of William 

Sidney, Algernon; reference to, 105. His and Mary, 118. One of the Ecclesiastical 
altaioder reversed, 982. Commissioners, 471. His doubts about 

Sidney, Henry Viscount; the vacant seals tbe legality of the Commission, 472 • .b.b-
given to him, 719. Mortification of scnts himsel~ 472. 
Cnermarthen at the appointment, 720. Stamford, Earl of; appointed Chairman of 

Sky, the Macdonald. o~ 931. the Murder Committee, 512. 
Slane Castle, 621. States General; letter from William IlL 
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to the, on his accession, s. Its manifesto, 
declaring war against France, 127. Its 
treaty with England and the Emperor 
of Germany, 456. 

Stewart, James; promises made to him by 
Mary of Modena, 696. 

Stewart of" Ballenach. See Ballenach. 
Stewarts of Appin; their alarm at the power 

of the Earl of Argyle, 518. Muster of 
the, at Locbahpr, 850. Tbeu arrival at 
the camp at Blair, 569. 

Stillinglleet, Dean of St. Panl's; one of the 
}:cclesiastical Commis..ion, 470. Ap
pointed to the see of Winchester, 485. 

Stirling Castle, 865. 
Strahane, Claude Hamilton, Lord; sum

mons the people of Londonderry to sur
render, 196. Returns unsuccessful, 197. 

Strafford, Earl of; included in the Irish 
Act of Attainder, 216. 

Strathspey, rout of, 684. 
Succession to the English crown; difficulties 

respecting the entail, 884. SUllgestion 
that it should be entailed on Sophia of 
Brunswick, 594. The amendment r .... 
jected by the Commons, 595. 

Surplice; question .of the, discussed by the 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners, 4 i5_ 

Supplies; power of the House of Commons 
over the, 55. 

Supremacy; Oath of, 51. 82. Discussion 
on the hill for settling the, 99. See Oaths 
of Allegiance and Supremacy. Act .of, 
repealed in Scotland, 689. 

Sutherland, Colonel Hugh; marches against 
Enniskillen, £27. Declines an action, and 
retreats, 227. 

Sutherland, Earl of; introduces into the 
Scottish Parliament the law fixing the 
ecclesiastical constitution of Scotland, 690. 

Swift, Dean; his misrepresentations of Bur
net's conduct, 78. note. His opinion of 
Carstairs, 29S. note. 

Talbot, lying Dick, 154. See Tyrconnel. 
Talmash, Thomas; second in command to 

Marlhorough under Prince Waldeck, 437. 
His gallantry at the head of the Cold
streams, 487. 

Tangier battalions; the two, at the battle of 
the Boyne, 624. 

Tarbet, Mackenzie Viscount; his advice to 
government respecting the politics of the 
Highlands, 532. His letter to Lochiel, 
55S. 

Teignmouth; ravaged by the French unoler 
Tourville, 652. 

Tempest (a Jacobite agent from St. G ..... 
mains); seized on tbe road to London. 
595. 

Temple, Jobn (son of Sir William); em. 
ployed on business of high importance, 
150. Introduces Richard Hamilton as 

an agent to negotiate with Tyrconnel, I SO, 
151. Commits suicide, 176. 

Temple, Sir William; bis retreat, 14. Hi. 
rural seclusion, ISO. His son John, ISO. 
176. 

Tellison, Archbishop; one of the Ecclesias
tical Commissioners, 470. Entrosted with 
tbe business of examining the Liturgy, 
475. 

Test Act; views of Nottingham concerning 
tbe, 80. Attempt to relieve the Dissenters 
from the, 99. . Desire of the Whigs for it. 
abolition, lOS. How viewed by the 
Tories, 109. Rejection of a motion in 
the Lords for tbe abolition of, 110. 

Theban legion, the, 45S, 459. 
Thomas, M.; his report on the defences of 

Londonderry, 189. note. 
Tillotson, Archbishop; bis sermon on Evil 

Speaking, 5:1. Hi.. popularity as a 
preacber, 468. His cbaracter as a theo
logian, 469. His importance in the Eo-· 
clesiastical Commission, 470. Appointed 
to the Deanery of St. Paul's, 486. Pro-· 
mised the Primacy, 486. His astonish
ment and sorrow. 486. Hi. testimony to 
the humanity and kindness of Halifax, 
512, SIS. 

"To horse, brave hoys, to Newmarket, to 
horse," tbe song. 50. 

Tolbooth, the, of Edinburgh, 817. 528. 
Toleration; the question of, SO. The To

leration Bill of Nottingham, 80, 81. 
Relief granted by the Act, lIs_ 

Toleration Act; review of its provisions, 
S4. et seq. One passed hy tbe Parliamebt 
of James n. at Dublin, 20S. 

Torbay; an army of volunteers formed 
near, to repel the threatened French in
vasion, 652, 653. The command taken 
by I..ord Lansdowne, 653. 

Torie.; their submission, without loyalty, 
to William and Mary, 7. Dangers ap
prehended from tbem, 10. Their sbare 
in the first government of William, IS. 
Their jealousies and quarrels with the 
Wbigs in all the departments of the g0-
vernment, 65, 66. Take the part of the 
clergy at the discussion respecting the 
Acts for settling ,tbe Oaths of AUegiance 
and Supremacy, 104, lOS. 109. Their 
view of the Sacramental Test, 108. Their 
satisfaction at the result of tbe Compre
hension Bill. II 2. IIS. Their annoyance 
at ti,e introduction of the Corporation Bill .. 
517-520. Their muster in the House to 
oppose the bill, 521. Their triumph, 522. 
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Their Rnewal of tbe debate on tbe, 
Indemnity Bill. 529. The bill tbrown 
out, 524. D.feated on tbe disculSion on 
tbe Indemnity Bill, 528. Their gratitude 
to William for proroguing Parliament, 
5S9. A general election, 695. Four 
Toriea returned for tbe City of London' 
595. Predominance of tbe Wbigs in 
1690, 697. Their parliamentary bribery. 
645, 546. The Tori.. admitted to a 
ohare in tbe government, 650. Tbeir 
majority in tbe Houoe, 567. Tbe war be
tween tbe t .. o parti .. , 567. Debat .. on 
tbe Abjuration Bill, 570--575. 

Torrington, Artbur Herbert, Earl of; re
eeivea lignal marks of tbe royal favour, 
4S9. His maladministration of the navy. 
499. Hini .... SOI. Hioangeratbeing 
removed from tbe Admiralty, 550. Hi. 
displ .... ure appeaoed, 550. Takea nom· 
mand of tbe lIeet in tbe Downs, 60·/) 
Joined by tbe Dutcb under Eversten, 604. 
Retreats before tbe Freneh toward. Dover, 
60S. Ordered to give battle to Tour
ville, 605. B .. en ... of biB arrangements 
of battle, 6cY7. Gives the Frencb battle, 
608. Defeated, and escap.. into tbe 
Thome.., 608. Sent to tbe Tower, 614. 
Conlult.tion amongst tbe Judges relative 
to hie trial, 714, 715. Brought to trial 
and acquitted. 716. Dismissed by tbe 
King from the _vic .. , 7 I 7. 

Torture; always declared illegal in Eng. 
land. 289. Declared by the Scotti.b 
Claim of Righta to be, under certain cir. 
cumstan .... according to law, 290. 700. 

Tourville, Admiral of tbe Frencb lIeet; 
.erui ... in tbe Britisb Channel, 609, 604. 
Hi. oeamanlike qualities, 604. Ae ... pls 
battle from Torrington, 60B. D.feats 
Torrington at tbe battle of Beacby 
Head, 608. His timidity of responsi
bility, 609. Hi. unopposed range of the 
Cbannel, 649. His galley. and tbeir 
crew .. 649. Their practical vallie, 650. 
Ravage. Teignmoutb, 652. His e:rploits 
inglorious and impolitic, 654. 

Tralee, IS8. 
Transubstantiation; Declaration against, 82. 

498. 
Treasurer, Lord Higb; administration 0/ 

tbe office of, under William and Mary, 16. 
Treasury, Board of; constitution of tbe, 

by William I II., 20. Solicitor to tbe, 
importance of tbe duties of, 26. Corrup. 
tion of, in tbe time of Cbarles II. and 
Jamea II., 26. Appointment of Aaron 
Smitb, 26. Quarrel. and jealousies 0/ 
the Commissioners of tbe, 65. 

'J:reby, Sir George; appointed Attorney 
Gelleral,29. Hie opinion respecting Ihe 

revenu,," of Jan,.s II., 84. His sugges. 
tions for suppressing tbe revolt of the 
soldiers at Harwicb, 40. 

Troves; sav.d from d.struction by Madame 
de Maintenon, 124. 

Trevor, Sir John (Master of tbe Rolls); 
bi. early Iile and gambling propensities, 
54B. Hi. friendship with Jeffreys, 518. 
His popularity among Higb Churcbm.n, 
648. Undertakes the agency for parli ... 
mentary bribery in tbe House of Com
mon.. 549. Eleeted Speaker of the 
Commons, 556. 

Turenne, Marshal, 49. His ravages iu the 
Palatinate, 128. 

Turks; their alliance witb France against 
tbe great coalition, 4S6. Their military 
tactic. in Servia and Bulgaria, 496. Vic
tori .. gained over tbem by Prinee Lewis 
of Baden, 496. 

Turner, Bisbop of Ely; becomes a non. 
juror,459. His letter to James, 725. 

Tutchin, Jobn; bi •• isit to Jeffreys in the 
Tower, 401. 

Tyrconnel, Lord Deputy; entrusted with 
tbe designs of James II. in Ireland, 129. 
Hopes of the Irisbry centred iii bim, 13S. 
Lying Dick Talbot, 194. His alarm at 
tbe flews of tbe Revolution, 146. His 
affected clemency, 146. Opens a nego
tiation witb William III., 149. He de
termines to raise tbe Jrisb, 152. Sends 
Mountjoy and Rice on an em bossy to St. 
Germain., 159. Arrives at Cork 10 me.t 
James II., 172. His improvements at 
tbe Castle, 174. Carries tbe sword of 
state before James, 175. Created a Duke, 
189 •. Advises James to remain in Dub
lin, 189. Hi. sbare in the battle of tbe· 
Boyne, 627. 6S0, 6S1. Marcbes out 
of Dublin, 641. Retires to Limerick, 
669. Disapproves of holding Limerick, 
667. Mean estimate entertain.d by the 
Frencb officers of bi. military qualiti ... 
667. Retires to Galway, leaving a strong 
garrison in Limerick, 668. Goe. witb 
Lauzun to France, 676. 

Tyrconnel, Lady (Fanny Jennings), 699. 

Ulster, alarm of tbe people of, 199. et seq. 
Mountjoy sent to pa,ify, 146. Marcb 
of Hamilton against tbe Protestants of, 
162. Origin of tbe annual donation of 
tbe government to the Presbyterians of, 
618. 

Uniformity, Act of; a grievance of the 
Dissenting clergy, 82. 

Union between England 
question of, raised, 253. 
union of 1707, 257. 

and Scotland; 
Ble.ssings of the 
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Verrio; his frescoes at Hampton COllrt, 56, 
Versailles; farewell visit of James II. to, 

166. 
Victor Amadeus, Duke of Savoy; joins the 

league against France, 71.0. His mili-
tary fame, 71 O. ' 

Walcourt; skirmish betw,een the Dutch and 
"nglish and French at, 437. 

Waldeck,Prince; his command of the 
Dutch and English in, the war with 
France, 437. Defeated at Fleurus by 
the French under the Duke of Lusem
burg, 609; 661. 

Walker, the Reverend George; call. the 
people of Londonderry to arms, 191. Ap
pointed one of the governors of the city, 
195. Unjustly accused of concealing 
food, 233. His statue on the bastion, 
239. The Walker Club, 240. His ar
rival in London, 503. His popularity, 
503. His gracious reception by the King 
at Hampton Court, 503, Accused of 
publishing a partial account of the siege 
of Londonderry, 504. Obtains a grant 
from the Commons for the widoWs and 
orphans of the defenders of Londonderry, 
505. . Thanked by the House for his zeal 
and fidelity, 505. Appointed bi Wil
liam III. to the see of Derry, 626. Ac
companies the army of William, 627. 
His .bare in the battle of the Boyne, 633. 
Shot dead, 633. 

Walker, Obadiah; hi. impeachment for 
treason, 511. Sent to the Tower. 511. 

War declared against France, 127, 12B. 
Ward, Seth, Bishop of Salisbury; his death, 

75. ' 
Warrington, Earl of; Delamere created, 

529. See Delamere. 
\Vash, the; state of the country near the, at 

the time of the Revolution of 168B, 41. 
Waterford; taken by William III., 662. 
Watford; Scotch troops of James II. sta· 

tioned near, 26B. 
Weems Castle, 364. 
W ~lIington, Arthur, Duke of; reference to 

him,414. 
West Indies; trade .of, at the time of the 

Revolution, 256. 
Wharton, Lord; his speech on the Abju

ration Bill, 574. 
Whigs; tbeir attendance at Court on the 

evening of the proclamation of William 
and Mary, 1. Pecnliarity of their fond
n"", for the new monarchs, 11. The 
Whig theory of guvernment, 11. Their 
share in William's first government, 15. 
Their jealousies and quarrels with the 
Tories ill all the departments of the go· 
vernment, 65, 66. COllcessions of the 

. government to the, BI. Division among 
the, respecting the Comprehension Bill, 
99. Oppose the clergy at the discussions 
on the Acts for settling the Oaths of Al
legiance and Supremacy, 103. Their 
vie ... of the Sacramental Test, 109, 110. 
Tbeir objections to an Ecclesiastical Com
mission for revising the liturgy and ca
nons, 110, '111. Pleasure which the 
result afforded them, 113. Elections for 
the shires and burghs to the Scottish 
ConlVentioo almost all fall 011 Whigs, 248. 
Their support of the Duke of Hamilton 
in the Con1'ention, 272. They elect him 
asPresiden" 273. Conduct of the Whig 
Club of Edinburgh, 877, 37B. Reye
renee with which the Whigs of ·England 
regarded the memory of Lord William 
Russell, 3BO, 3BI. Redress obtained by 
some living Whigs for injuries sustained 
during the preceding reign, 882. Dis .. 
satisfaction of the Whigs with William, 

• 404. Their vie ... s of the end for which alI 
governments had been instituted, 449. 
Their ostentatious triumph over the di
vided priesthood, 450. Their violence 
and vindictiveness in the House of Com
mons, 509. Their crafty conduct OD the 
Corporation Bill, 516. Their successful 
opposition. to the Indemnity Bill, 525-
528. Their triumph over the Tories, 
52B. Their opposition to the King going 
to Ireland, 530. Lesson they receive 
from the King, 532. A general election, 
534. Their artifices and esertions in the 
City of London, 585. Four Tories re
turned for the City, 535. Their parlia
mentary bribery, 545, 546. Discontent 
of the Whigs at the successes of tbe To
ries, 551. 553. Dealings of some of the 
Whigs with Saint Germains, 553. Their 
wary tactics in the House, 567. Their 
artful parliamentary war with lhe Tori .... 
567. Their only victory during the whole 
session, 569. Stormy debates on the Ab
juration Bill, 570. 575. Their vindicth'e
ness a"uainst tbe ""njuring bishops, 659. 
Tlwir animosity against Caermarthen. 
718. 

White, Thomas, Bishop of Peterborough; 
becomes a non.juror, 453. 

Whitehall; seene at the Banqueting House 
of, 1. Removal of the· Court from. to 
Hampton Court, 54. William and Mary' 
accept the Crjlwn of Scctland in tbe 
Council chamber at, 291, 292. 

Wicklow; lawlessness in, at the time of 
Tyrconnel's rebellion, 157. 

Wight, Isle of; the hostile fleets of Eng
land, Hollaucl. and France lying otf, 
604. 11. 
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Wildman; appointed Pootmaster Generat, 
\/6. 

Wilkie; ",f.renae to bis Epigoniad, S12. 
WiIIisln III.; proelaimed King, 1. Gor

gooul aoormblage at tbe palace on "tbe 
e ..... ing of the proelamation, 1. Re
ioicingo throughout England and in HoI
land, 2. Hil Jetter to the Statea General, 
s. Begin. to be anliioul and unhappy, S. 
Di_ntent of the clergy and anny, S. 
Abatement in the public enthusi ... m for 
the new mon.rc...... Reactionar, feel
ing amongst t.he people. 5. Dangers of 
the go.enunent, ,. William's reserva
tioo to himself of the direction of foreign 
affain. 14. His peculiar fitness for foreign 
negotiation, 14. His oeIection of hi. fint 
miniaters and bigh offioen, IS. His state 
viait to the Convention, 29. His proposal 
10 aboli.h bearth money, S2. Hia mea
.uree for the luppression of the r •• olt of 
tbe loldiera at Ipswich, 41. His politio 
.Jemency to the leaders of the rehellion, 
f~. Hi. unpopularity, 48. His manne .... 
48, 49. Hi. talenta, 49. How regarded 
by foreigner .. 49. And by Englishmen, 
so. Hi. freezing manners comp.red with 
the vivacity and good nature of Vharles 
J I. and the ... ciableness of James II., 50. 
Hi. incivility to the Princess Anue, 51. 
His bad English, 51. Incapable of en
joying our literature, 52. His dislike or 
backbiting, 52. Hia ill bealtb, 54. Re
mo."" from Wbitehallto Hampton Court, 
'55. Arcbitecture and gardening bis fa
vourite amusementa, 55. His pal.ce of 
Loa, 55, 56. Discontent elicited by the 
.. moval of the Court from Whitehall, 57. 
Resides fur a time at Holland House, 58. 
I'urchasea Kensington House, 58. His 
loreign favourites, 58. His reputation 
lowered by the maladministration of the 
two previous reigns, 62. Dissensions 
nmong hi. ministe .... 69. Hi. difficulties 
in consequence, 67. Hisellcellent manage
ment of the department of Foreign Affairs, 
67. Religious disputes, 69. His views 
respecting .ecclesiastical polity, 74. Ap
points Burnet to the vacant see of Salis
bnry, 75. His conduet respecting the 
Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy pro
posed to be exacted from the clergy. 108. 
Promi5eS Parliament to summon Convo .. 
cation, 11 9. Passing of the Coronation 
O.th, 117. His coronation, 117, 118 
,Honours bestowed by him, 120. Ac-

r ~'i"mpli.hes the formation of the great 
,; foalition against France, 122. !l.ecei.es 

an iuldress from the Commons condemning 
the barbarities of Lewis in the I'alatinate, 
128. War declared against France, 128. 

Manifesto of William, 128. Effect in 
Ireland of his march to London, 146, 147. 
His negotiation with the Lord Deputy 
Tyroonnel, 147. OpeD rebellion of Tyro: 
connel, 152. et seq. Landing and recep
tion of James II. in Ireland, 170-174. 
Discontent of the multitude in England 
with the neglect of William, 175. His 
letter to the brave and loyal inhabitants 
of Londonderry, 2~9. Dispenses with 
the Act depriving Presbyterians of the 
elective frallchise, 248. Outrages of the 
Covenanters in Sootland, 249. Their 
conduot offensive to William, 251. His 
opinions about Church government in 
Scotland, 259. His recommendations to 
the Scottisb Episcopalians, 260. His 
letter to the Convention, 262. His in
structions to bis agents in Scotland, 269. 
Absurd story about William and Viscount 
Dundee, 269. ·note. His letter to the 
Scottish Convention read, 278. They re
turn him a letter of thanks, 282. They 
proelaim him King in Edinburgh,287. 
Accepts the Crown of Scotland, 291. 
Hi. wisdom and dignity on this occasion, 
292, 293. His ministerial arrangements 
in Scotland, 294, 295. War breaks out 
in the Highlands of Scotland, ·900. . The 
war 8USpended, SOl. The Covenanters' 
scruples about taking up arms for King 
William, 549. 'l'he battle of Killiecrankie, 
960,961. William proposes to the Lords 
that the crown should be entailed on 
Sophia of Brunswick, 994. Acts as 
sponsor to the son of the Princess Anne, 
995. Dissatisfaction of the Whigs with 
William, 404. Preparations for a cam
paign in Ireland, 410. William's diffi
culties in foreign affai .... 485. Meeting 
of Convocation, 476. The clergy ill 
affected towards bim, 477. His :warrant 
and message to Convocation, 491. His 
inquiry into the state of the navy, 500. 
His displeasure with the Tories respect
ing the Corporation Bill, 519. His 
anlliety respecting the result of the bill, 
521. His weariness of tbe contentions of 
Whigs and Tories, 528. He purposes to 
retire to Holland. 529 •. Induced to change 
bi. resolution, 590. Determines to pro
ceed himself to Ireland, 590. The Wbigs 
oppose his going, 690. He prorogues 
Parliament, 591,592. Gratitude of the 
Tories to bim, 599. His conciliatory po
licy, 594. Changes effected by the King 
in the executive departments, 597. His 
scruples respecting parliamentary bribery 
o .. "come, 547. Hopes of the Jacobites 
from hi. absence in Ireland, 555. Hi. 
'p"," .. b on the opening of Parliament, 556 
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Not on good terms with the Princess 
. Anne, 560. His visit to tbe Lords during 

the debate on the Abjuration Bill,574. 
He sends down an Act of Grace, 575. 
Peculiar cbaracter of bis clemency, 578 •. 
He prorogues the Parliament, 579. Tbe 
Queen appointed to administer tbe go. 
vernment during his absence in Ire. 
land, 579. His preparations, 586. De
spatches from St. G~rmains to tbe Eng
lisb Jacobites delivered into bis hands, 
591. His difficulties, 59S. His selection 
of nine Privy Councillors for Mary'S guid
ance, 597. His serious remarks on Cla
rendon's conduct, 599. His interview 
with Burnet, 600. Sets out for Ireland, 
600. His embarkation at Chester, 601. 
Lands at Carrickfergus, and proceeds to. 
Belfast, 615. Meets with Schomberg, 
615. His joyful reception by the Pro
te.tants, 616. His arrival made known 
to James, 616, 617. Hi. military ar
rangements, 617. Bestows a donation on 
the dissenting divines of Ulster, 618. His 
popularity with his army, 618,619. His 
march soutbward, 619. Reaches the val
ley of the Boyne, apd surveys the Irish 
lines, 622. State of his army, 624. 
Aligbts and breakfasts at Oldbridge, 625. 
Is wounded, 626. Tbe battle of the 
Boyne, 629. Heads the left wing himself, 
650. Crosses the river, 6SS. Charges 
in the thickest of tbe fight, and changes 
the fortune of the day, 6SS. His disre
gard of danger, 6S4. James's Bight to 
Dublin, 6S5. Losses sustained by tbe 
two armies, 6S7. Advances to Duleek, 
6S8. Surrender of Drogheda, 6S8. Wil
liam enters Dublin, 643. Receives tbe 
news of tbe defeat of Waldeck, 661. 
Writes a kind letter to Waldeck, 661. 
Intelligence hrought of the defeat of Tor
rington's Beet, 661. Takes W"terford, 
and the fort of Duncannon, 662. Sets 
out for. England, 662. Returns to the 
army at Cashel, 66S. Receives a letter 
from the Queen respecting a proposal of 
Marlborougb for reducing Cork and Kin
sale, 66S. Orders Marlborougb to exe· 
cute biB plan, 669. Marches to besiege 
Limerick, 668. His artillery surprised 
by Sarsfield, 669, 670. Repairs bis loss, 

and proceeds to batter the town, 671. Hi • 
army suffers from the rains, 67 4. Th~ 
assault on Limerick unsuccessful, 674. 
Raises tbe siege, 675. Returns to Eng
laml, 676. His progress to London, 677. 
His reception, 677. His difficulties with 
tbe Scottish Parliament, 685. His ex
clamation respecting Scotland and Ha. 
milton, 686. Distrust and abhorrence 
with which he regarded Montgomery, 6911. 
Tbe opinion of the nonjurors of Scotland 
respecting William, 704. His dissati •• 
faction witb tbe ecclesiastical arrange
menta in Scotland, 707. Sends a Com
missioner and a letter to the General 
Assembly, 708. Respectful answer of 
tbe Assembly, 709. State of affairs 011 
tbe Continent, 709. Victor Amadeus of 
Savoy joins the coalition, 710. William 
reassembles the Parliament, 711. His 
speecb from tbe tbrone, 711. His di.
missal of Torrington from the service, 

• 717. Gives the vacant seal. to Sidney, 
719. A Jacobite conspiracy, 720. The 
plot discovered, 726. The Parliament 
adjourned, 728. Sets out for the Congre.,.. 
of the Hague, 7211. 

Williams, Doctor (afterwards Bishop of 
Chichester); bis diary of the proceedinl,'S 
of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, 471. 
note. 

Winnington, Solicitor General, IS. 
Wirtemberg, Duke of. See Charles Frede. 

ric, Duke of Wirtemberg. 
Wolseley, Colonel; sellt to tbe assistance of 

the Enniskilleners, 242. His qualifica
tions, 242. His stanch Protestantism, 
242. Defeats Mountcashel at the battle 
of Newton Butler, 243. His sbare ill 
the battle of the Boyne, 62.>. 

Wood's money; allusion to, 216 •. 
Worce.t~r, W.1liam Thomas, H1Sbop ,.f; 

dies a tlonjuror, 455. 
Wren, Sir Christopber ; bis additions to 

Hampton Court, 56. 
WycberJey, William; his Country Wife, 5~. 

York, Archbisbopric of; its former poverty, 
483. Its present importance, 484. 

Zulestein; appointed Master of tbe Robes, 
24. 
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