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ADVERTISEMENT

FIRST EDITION.

_ Ta following Fieces nave atready been noticed
in the Introduction to the First Volume. - Many
of them were juvenile performances; and under
the persuasion that they will be candldl y received
as’such, they are now delivered to the Presy,
They eertainly are entitled to greater mdu}géuée' ‘
than eould be claimed for Composxtlons‘more
finished and elaborate;-and written- at the tinte
of mature age.

- 'The minute account of Mr.” Gibbon's' studies
éach day, extracted from the Journal of hisac:
tions and opinions; and his observations on the

"several Works he had perused, evince a mngula‘l‘-
and unremitting industry.

" In that view they may afford an useful lesspn -
and' example to sich young readers as shall not
already be convinced of the necessity of assi-
duous application in the acquisition of every kind'
of learning.

My
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My first intention was, to have given only a
short specimen of the observations made by Mr.
Gibbon, in the course of his reading; but I found
them so interesting, that I .could not desist, 50
goon as I intended, from making Extracts; and,
upon. the whole, I thought that the part to be
published. would be more curious, if .given ex,
actly asit stands in the Journal,

I hope 1 shall not be thought to have pubhshed |
too much: in truth, there. still remain in my
possessnon ‘many Papers which I think equa.lly
worth attention.

Mr. Gibbon’s manuscrlpt Observa.tlons were
.l;nuch deta.lled from the year 1754 to 1764; and
_he afterwards continued . to write remarks and,
- hints on all subjects, in various common-plaee
books, on detached papers, and even on cards,
till 3 short time before his death, although not,
so copiously, nor so regularly and metbodically,
after his return ﬁ-om Italy, in the year 1765.
His common-place books are voluntinous. One
of the largest has for title, “ Common—place,
Book in, whlchI propose to write ‘what I find
"most remarkable in my Historical Readings;

begun at Lausanne the 19th of March 1755.” In

this he introduces a great vasiety of Observa-

tions on almost every subject, particularly on
History.

In another Book, dated the 19th of January,

© 1746,
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1756, he says, » Jai pris la résolution de Jire. de
suite tous les Classiques Latins, les partageant -
_suivant les matitres ‘qu'ils- ont traité.: 1. Les
Historiens. .2. Les Poétes. .- 3. Les Orateurs}
dans laquelle classe je renfermerai tous les autres
antears qui ont écrit en prose, sans &tre ni Phix
losophes ni Historiens. 4. Les Philosophes.” -
He begins with Observations on.Sallust; then
proceeds to the Commentaries of Cesar, Corne-
~ liug Nepos, Livy, always mentlomnﬂ' the edltlon
which he used.’ ' : :
.. There- are other Books, containing various
_Dlssertauons on ancient and modern Weights,
Measures, Monies, Coins, Finance, Number  of
the People, Chronology, ancient Geography, and
on . several ;States of the: ancient and ‘modern’
World.~* Mémoire sur la Monarchie des Medes;
“pour servir de Supplément aux Dissertations de
Messieurs Freret et de Bougainville."—« Du
Gouvernement Féodal, sirtout en..France.’-——
“ Remarks on;, and an Abridgment of, Black-
stone’s Commentgries,”— Remarques Critiques
sur le Nombre des Habitans dans la Cité deg
Sybarites.”—* Remarques Critiques sur le nou-:

veau Sysiéme de la Chronologie de Newton.”—
“. Remarques sur quelques Prodiges.”— Re-
. marques Critiques sur les Dignités Sacerdotales
de Jules .César.”—“ Remarques sur quelques’
Passages de Virgile."—* Sur un Passage de
Plaute ”



vi ADVERRISEMENT.

Plauté.”s Examen de la- Mort du Poéte Ca-
tulle.”<~“ Réflexions sur IEtude des Belles Let-
tres, (. ¢.) des Anciens, ¢t de P'Antiquité Gree+
gue et Latine."—* Remarques sut les Mémoires
de ’Académie des Belles Lettres.”—A wery con-
siderable Work on Ancient {taly, intitled, “ No-
foina - Gentesque ‘ Antique Ttalie,” with many
curious Dissertations on sevéral Parts of that
interesting Country.—* Observations on the
Chu'r‘ches,' Palaces, :Pictures,: Artists, Antiqui,
ties, &c. of Italy.”— Index Expurgatorins."—

“ Chronological Tables."-—Many loose sheets of
Geography,* - the Greek .and. Arabian: Cosmox
graphy, the Navigation of the Portyguese, &c.+
“ Digression on the Character of Brutus,"< In-
troduction & 'Histoire Générale de I République
des Suisses.”—Detached sheéts-on the subject of
the Aautiquities ‘of Brunswick, and ‘many- frag-
ments on separate papers. .-

Hig--well-known and acknowledged ]eammg ,
may have made this display of the proofs of his
industry unnecessary; but it may be acceptable_
to many to haye a short. sketch of the very. vari-
ous subjects on which he had oceupied himself -

_® His attention ta Geography kad always been very great, and
few were better informaed in that science. . His_ friend Major:
_ Rennell was of that opinion, and I cannot cite » bigher antho

rity,

CON-
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APPENDIX
A TO .

AN ADDRESS, 4c

waiii

N°1. -

I~ the Advertisement to the first edition of
Mr. Gibbon's Miscellaneous Works, it is observed

that the Address, which recommends the publica-.
tion of our Latin memorials of the middle ages,
the Scriptores Rerum Anglicarum, in a manner,
worthy of the subject and of the country, was in-
terrupted by death. It appearing to me to be
highly desirable that interesting design should be
promoted, I took the liberty of applying to Mr.
Pinkerton for an explanation of the plan arranged
by him with Mr. Gibbon: he has favoured me
"with the following Letter and Extract.

R Lordun, 24¢k October, 1814.
My Lorp,

IN compliance with your desire,

I send the papers mecessary to illustrate Mr. Gib-

bon’s 5 & Address,” on the publication of our ancient
, natlona.l
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national historians; consisting of my Address,

which was to have accompanied his, and of some:
of the Lettersin the Gentleman's Magdzine, 1788,
which he said contributed to engage bis attention

to the subject. Your lordship will perceive that,

in his letter to me, -he rather objected to the ap-

pearance of his name, as he was only to lend his

advice, and to write a General Introduction ; which

would have been a master-piece of historical criti-
cism,:a Corinthian capital to this national column,
consecrated to the memory of our ancestors. But
our plan was chiefly arranged in conversations;

and he afterwards consented -that his name should:
appear as conjunct ‘editor. He seémed to regard

this collection as a favourite pursuit; and said he

still hoped for twénty years of existence, s6 that

he might live to see its completion. . How vain the
views and hopes of man! For he died, alas! on the

very day that our Jomt Prospectus was to have.

appeared. -

o Splrautesque crocos et in urna perpetuum ver!

The transcendent ment of Mr. Gibbon was, that
his mind always 105¢ superior to his vast erudition,
which often oppresses the mental energies, but in-
vngorate(l his. The stomach was so strong, that
ali food became salutary. . In the works of Hume
or Robertson, we see that they had read what was
necessary for their subject; but in those of Gibbon,
we are surprised with lights from every department
of universal literature.

. No man of extensxvc leammg, or genume taste,

PP2 w1ll
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will object ta the pomp and magnificence of Gibs,
bon’s historical diction. ‘The more a reader is
convarsant in the diversified styles. of the Greek.
and Roman classics, ‘the less will he be disposed
to blame 2 manner majestic as its subject. The
grandeur of the Roman empire, .in. which modemn.
kingdoms were but' provinces, zequired 3. corre-
spondgent elevation of thought and language, which
mijght be justly objectionable, if employed on a
ore confined topic, on the history even of the
chief among European sovereignties.

"That Gibbon excels in.the .epistolary.style is
allowed by all. - ‘The letters of :Pope are the af-
fected themes of a school-boy; and those of his.
fair antagonist, Lady M. W. Montague, are more;
indebted to the topics than the language: in rapid
descri'ption, tbrilliant 'thought, sudden flashes of
wit, effusions of the heart, intuition of human life,
condensed views of characters and manners, she
can never be compared with Madame de Sevigné.
Our epistolary eminence is shared among a trium-
virate, Gray, Glbbon, and Cowper the last being
preferred by many; though his style be more
feeble and relaxed, and his topics more confined,
both by his personal and chorographic situation.
He had, however, an excellent heart;, which gives
an ineffable charm to any composition.

Your lordship will pardon this_ little tribute to
the memory of our eminent friend., His last great
plan would not have expired with hnm if a war of

, twenty-one years had not engagéd’ the‘whble at-

tention of those distinguished - characters, ‘who
: eould
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eould alone promote such an expensive design,
At present, it is hoped, it might be resumed w1th
some prospect of success; and among our monu-’
‘ments of triumph, this litcrary temple might be
erected to the ancient glory of our country. Esto
perpcruaf

I have the honour to be, with every sentiment
of respect and esteem, :

Your lbrdship’s _
Most faithful servant,

* J, PINKERTON,

*rS . Er
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E.z'tract from an Address to the Emment the
Learned, and the Lovers of the early Literature
and History of England; concerning an. intended
Publication to be intituled * Rerum Anglicarum
Scriptores;” or a Collection of the Original His-
torians .of England, chronologically arranged;
collated with' the Manuscripts, illustrated with
Notes, Chronological Tables, Maps, Complete
Indexes, &c.—By Joun PINKERTON, 1792.

TuE GERMANS, ever to be applauded as the in-
ventors of what is most useful in arts and sciences,
instituted, it s believed, the first memorable ex-
ample of assembling national historians; but, as is
"usual in first attempts, ouly in a small number.

In 1566, Schardius pubhshed at Frankfort four
of the ancient German writers, collected into one
volume; and in 1574 the work was enlarged to
three volumes. Pistorius began his collection in
1583, but the third volume was not published il
1607. Reuber’s curious assemblage appeared-in
1584 ; that of Urstisius in 1585 ; of Freher in 1600;
-of Goldast in '1606.-

ITaLy being divided into numerous small states,
no general collection of the writers of that country
" deserving notice appeared, till, in the present cen-
tury, Muratori’s great design was executed with
singular rapidity. Some of the Spanish historians

were printed at Frankfort, the great literary mart of
Europe :
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Eurdpe in 1579, published from-the Library of Mr>
Bell, an Enghshman but Schott’s collectlon com~
menced n 1603, is superior. -

Though Spary has begun to pub’hsh her con
temporary chronicles from the fourteenth century, -
yet she still neglects an accurate republication of
her earlier writers: as, for instance, the Chronicles
of the four Bishops, in the eighth, ninth, tenth;
and eleventh centuries, ‘published by Sandoval,
at Pampeluna, in 1615—1634; not to mention
the history of Dulcidius, written about 883, and
eommitted to the press by Pellizer, -at’ Barcelona,
1663. . : L

‘But pext to. Germany, France must be regzrded
as claiming precedence in this depa.rtment of lite-
rature. The collection of Pithou, in 1588, Was
confined ; that of Du Chestie, in 1636—1641, was
ample; and had not his death occasioned the failurd
of the plan, it would have been mnearly complete.
The grand collection by Bouquet, Historiens dé
Francc, which extends to twelve or thirteen vo-
lumes in folio, was begun in 1738; and, though
objectionable in some parts of ‘the plan, ‘is amodel
of accuracy and typography. -

Having thus briefly considered ‘the progress of
this study in the other chief countries of Europe,*
let us proceed to watch its dawn in Enxcranp.
Of Beda there are several early editions in foreign -
countries:§ :and to Polydore Virgil we are ind_ebti-

* The Historians of Bruxswicx, collected By the celebfutea
and universal Leibnitz, and those of Denmark by Langebek, de-
serve especial praise.

+ Argent. 1500, 1514, Hagen. 1506.

Pr4 - ed
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ed for, the fixst, cdltlon of Gildas, London, 1526,
'12mo., But after this no-edition of any. early his-'
torian is recollected til} 1571; when the able work
of Mathew Parig issued from the London press,
soon followed by Mathew of Westminster ; and in
1574 by Walsingham and dsserius.

- In 1587, the earliest collection of English histoe
rians -appeared at Heidelberg, cr, as some of the
title-pages bear, at Lyons. The writers contained
‘it ave Geofrey, Gildas, Beda, William of New-
burgh, and an abstract of Froissart.

 In 1592 Howard published Florcncc of Wor-
cester.

At length Sir Henry Saville, in 1596, gave his
valuahle; collectlon the London' edition of which
is inaccurately printed, but far from bein g so faulty
as that of Frankfort, 1601, which Spelman justly
execrates; ‘nor is Camden’s~ Collection, Frankfort,
1602, much superior in the important typography
of praper names.

“During the seventeenth. century many valuable
editions’ appeared Particular cornmemaoration is
tlue to W hedoc’s first publication of a Saxom Chro-
nicle, at the end of his Beda, 1643;-and to the ex-
“vellent collections of Twysden and Gale, the latter
In particular deserving eminent praise. 2mong our
_ learned editors of early history.

_. Nor has, this interesting study relaxed its efforts
till within these fifty years, down to which period
fresh treasures have gradually accumulated. Among
the editors Hearne deserves ‘especial motice. En-
ducd he was with smgular industry ; but his pre-

faces,
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faces, and articles of subsidiary compilation, vio-
lated the dignity of the useful works which he
published. The insxgmﬁmce., the indiscrimina-
tion of his antiquarian pursuits, justly excited the
ridicule of contemporary. wits: and, by a sin-
gular fatality, the editor is mentioned with neglect
or contempt, while the editions, though loaded .
with extraneous matter, are allowed to possess

every praise of exactness and utility.

It is almost unneoessary to remind the reader,
that most of the valuable works, abowe mentioned,
are now arrived at an exorbitant price ; which, in
a eomplete collection, far exceeds that proposed
for this chronological and uniform compilation.

The defects of. preceding editions of our histo-
rians are too well known to men of letters. In the
publications of Saville and Twysden,and not rarely
even in that of Gale and Fulman, the names of
persons and places are so mangled, as hardly-to be
intelligible even to the skilful. The various read-"
ings which, when important, should have been
‘annotated,: rarely appear; and indeed few MSS,;
and those sometimes not the best, have been con-
sulted.. - Amid similar instances of neglect.shall be
sclected one specimen. ‘The Saron Chronicle (im-
properly so called, for there are many Saxon Chro-
nicles) is perhaps the most important of all eur
historical monuments, as being the only civil history
of England preceding the year 1100; not to men~
sion that no mation eam boast of so ‘valuable &
remam: of ancient language. Yet in the publica-
tion of this invaluable piece the grossest inattention

appears.
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appears.” Gibson only used the MSS. at Oxford,’
where he resided ; dnd has omitted toconsult the two-
best, in. the Cotton Library; Tib. B. i. and Tib. B.iv.
‘upon collating - which ‘near fifty pages were. re-
covered, unknown to. him, though amounting to
more than a fifth part of his pubhcatlon

This neglect of our early historians is the more
\mpardonable, as their merits equal, if they do not
exceed, those of any. other modern country 'in
Eurepe. And it will be difficult to name rivals to
William of Malmesbury, Simeon of Durham, the
Abbot of Peterburgh, Walsingham; far less to
the ample and authentlc Hoveden, and the un-
daunted truth of Mathew Paris.

It would be prolix and unnecessary to give
more enlarged details concerning the plan of the
mew publication : but a brief view shall .now be
-submitted to those patrons of our literature, by
whose encouragement zalone so large and expensive
" a design can proceed.

.The first volnme, gs containing all the writers
precedlno' the Conquest, may be regarded as com-
plete in itself.; The plan of Bouquet will not be
followed, in respect to the extracting so much
from each author as belongs to a reign, or a cen-
tury; but every author wnll be given at once, with
the additions made to his work, if any such occur.
In this part of the plan, Bouquet’s edition, though
perhaps more advantageous to the. modern com-
piler of history, presents many embarrassments to
the reader, or consulter, of ancient hxstonans and

each
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eachi production appears in such a state of mutila-
tion, as mot only to give additional lahour, but
some distrust that there may be a defect..
In the compllatlon of a work intended to be
-complete in itself, and to present to -the reader an
universal body of ancient Enghsh history, - it has
appeared indispensable, and is consonant to the
opinion of the best judges, that those parts of the
Greek and Roman writers, which relate to this
-island; should be extracted, as has been done: with
regard to Gaul in the edition of the French histo-
tians. But even this part will not be deficient in
new advantages.. The extracts from Casar shall
be collated with the Editio Princeps, and others,
‘the best editions: nor shall a similar care be want-
-ing in regard. to Strabo, Tacitus, Herodian, the
'Pancgynsts Ammianus Marcellinus, &c. .= .«
Of Ptolemy’s Geography, the original of which
was published from a bad MS. by Era.smus, valud-
ble variations have been printed by Montfaucon in
-his Bibliotheca Coisleniana : and the third volume -
-of the minor Greek geographers presents various
readinigs of Guido of Ravemnag all of which, and
in shortall the latest discoveries concerning the
‘extracts used; shall be carefully givens . . -t
- To_the -extracts from the .Greek- and Romah
writers succeed Gildas, Nennius, Beda, with the
.chronicle ‘at.the end, collated with that in  the
Heidelberg ‘edition; some passages of Alcuim; Ed-
dius, Fredegod, Asserius: -extracts from ancient
lives of Saints, the hives of Offa, Edward the Con«
fessor, Emma. - These are to be followed by two

of
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of the largest Saxon Chronicles, translated by skil-
ful hands, and collated. with all the ethers; with
JSac similia of the autographic Chronicle begun in
891, and continued by divers hands till 924, and
after to 1075. This invaluable monument is pre-
served in Bennet College, Cambridge, whence it
was published by Wheloe, but in a careléss manner.
Extracts from the Icelandic authors, but only in the
Latin translations, shall next be given, with ahy
other passages, though rare, to be found in extra-
neous writers concerning Britain during this period,
" Nor shall the Saxon laws be’ neglected nor such
genuine charters and coins as illustrate history.
In the twelfth and thirteenth centuries the ori-
. gwnal historians of England are numerous and in-
“telligent; and many of them eminent in style and
ability. The fourteenth century rather declines;
but after Walsingham, the last of our early Latin
writers, deserving the name even of an annalist,
the series closes almost in darkness, just before the
dawn of the revival of letters. Hence, of the
domestic . transactions of the’ fifteenth century,
during the seigns of Henry VI. Edward IV.
Richard I1I, and a part of that of Henry VIL or
from 1422 te 1500, we have but little and unsa-
‘tisfactory evidence. The- Prench conteinporary
“writers supply a great part of the chasm. Fabian,
ahd the other early chroniclers of the sixteenth
century, must likewise be extracted ; but any MS.
annals of those reigns are of singular value, and
Aavery-care shall be exerted to procure them, and
print them. in. the ‘manner that Godefroy has plub-
o lished
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lished the French historians during this, the fif<
teenth, century. . .

At the year 1500 the- comp:latlon will ﬁnallw
close, there ‘being mo occasion to throw farthes
light on centuries completely luminous.

" The manuscripts . and editions shall all be care~
fully collated, and any variations of conséquence
annotated at the bottom of the page.” Numerous
chronicles and historic articles still remaining in
MS. shall be inserted in their proper places, and’
no research shall be-spared in libraries, foreign and
domestic, to récover any valuable documents. -

Asthe work isnational, and can interest onlyafew
curious foreigners, to whom the English language
is known, and as -many .matters both important
and minute, can be far more clearly conveyed to
the English reader in his own speech, than in the
Latin, the editor has been advised to give the
prefaces, chronological tables, and illustrations, in
English; but the Latin shall be preferred, if more
agreeable to the favourers of the publication.*

To the first volpyme. will. be prefixed a general
review of the early English historians; and a
preface to each volume will present a literary notice
of the authors contained in it, their lives, periods,
‘works; editions and manuscripts censulted. A -
large chronological table of all the events will be
prefixed to each volume: and in. addition to the
indexes, on the plan of Bouquet's; and which, as.

# Mr. Gibbon insisted on the English.
: - - in
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in.a book of consultation, shall ‘be very ample,
one will be added of manners and customs.

The names of Du Chesne, Leibnitz, Muratori,
Bouquet, Langebek, editors of vast tvorks of this
nature, sufficiently indicate that the united toils of
a society are so far from essential to a publication

“of early historians, that, on the contrary, scarce one

can be named produced by a literary association.
The want of unanimity, the delays incident to de-
mocracies of all kinds, the power of accident,
more extensive when spread over a wide surface,
-present .obstacles to the labours of many,’ which
are unknown to the industry of one. Yet as-
sistance will be called in when necessary or expe~
dient, -and .the advice of the best Judges will be
requested and venerated.

N
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| N° I1.

LETTERS

0! THE

CULT]VATION OF OUR NATION.AL HISTORY,
E.rtractcd fmm the Gentleman's Magazmc, 1788

' * Some of lhese Jetters are omitted as merely mtroductory,
or as relative to Welch, Scotish, and Irish bistory. The two
last present & proposal for the foundation of an Historical
Society. The following may be considered as hav:nu chleﬂ}
engaged Mr. Glbbons attention.

LETT ER'IL

. I¢ our National History be not neglected, these
letters would be absurd ; and it is therefore proper;
in the first place, to shew that it is negleeted "and
to a degree capgble of exciting: surpnse and regret
in’every mind at all mberested in the glory of the
natlon -

To evince this. neglect, it 1s proper to turn our
_eyes upon foreign countries.. Were the. neglect
“geueral, there would be no occasion to complam 5
but this is so far from being the case, that Britain, &
country from its wealth, free government, and su-
perior abilities of .its natives, entitled.to také the
lead of most countries, is here about a.century:
behind all; nay, yields to Russia, a country where
literature was unknown till' the present century!-

That
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. That this is no bold assertion, will appear from- &
slight deduction from what has been done, and is
. doing, for their history, by some other countries; for
to dwell upon all, would occupy more room than
these letters will admit.
~Let us begin with France, pur great rival in
sciences, 'arts, and arms:—but, -alas! in- this all
rivalship ceases: Next to the glory of national
arms, is that of ‘national history; without which.
the greatest actions are as if. they had never been.
Britain, which ought to have led the example, is
so far-behind France in the cultivation of her his-
tory, that the utmost exertion-will hardly com-
pensate for the inglorious remission.: In poetry,
philosophy moral and natural, mathematics, -divi-
nity, medlcme, ]aw, the belles lettres, and the arts,
Britain is, it is believed, superior to France. But
‘s0 fatal is the term History to this island, that we
‘have o Natural History anywise comparable with
Buffon’s. . Qur :Gibbons and Robertsons perhaps
- exceed any modern French historigns, though no
Frenchman will .allow thia. . But historiography is
foreign to my subject, which concerns the founda-
tions ‘of historiography, the publication and illus-
tration of the original writers and documents.
One would have imagined that, upon the inven-
tion -of printing, .the first' care, in every nation,
would -have been to publish their historical docu-
ments. . For the very nature of history demanded
this ‘attention; inasmuch as every other science
can’recover its.materials, when'lost, except history
alone. If poetry perish, as good may again ap«
pear:
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pear: if natural or moral philosophy, mathematics,
divinity, medicine, the belles lettres, the arts, &c.
were lost, they may be recovered, nay exceeded,
as pature and man remain the same. Bur i¥ oNE
HISTORICAL FACT PERISH, IT IS LOST FOR EVER. -
Yet this irrefragable cousideration was, as usual,
forced to yield to thé fashionable writing of the
day: and near a century elapsed, after the inven-
tion of printing, before any attention was paid to
the publication of the original historians of moderh
nations. France/distinguished herself among the
first; and Du Chesne’s Bibliothéque Historigue de
la France, published in 1619, contzins a list of
published historians, which Enbland cannot - ex-
ceed at present. Since that time France has been
eonstantly procéeding in that noble pursuit; and
hardly a learned man of France can be mentioned,
who did not contribute somewhat to illustrate the -
ancient history of his own country, while our lite-
rati were lost in- the antiquities of Greece, Rome,
India, China; and, in short, of every country but
their own.—But, not to dwell-on this,. it is suffi-
cient to observe, that in the year 1738, half a
century ago, that;e magnificent collection of all the
old French historians was beguu, of which twelve.
or thirteen large volumes in folio have now ap-
peared; and, compared to which, all our historic
labours, put together, appear as nothing. Every
volume contains original writers and documents,
generally for one century ; and the elegance, accu-
racy, and completeness of the work, exceed all
praise. It must also be added, that our polite
" VOL. HII. QQ scholars
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scholars and men of genius, our Lowths, Wartons,
Joneses, Gibbons, Jortins, Warburtons, &c. never
think -our history  worthy mnotice; whereas in
France, Du Bos and Montesquieu, to name no
more, have deeply examined the early history of
their country.

To avoid prollxltv, let us“pass the great labours
of Leibnitz, &c. in German history ; of Muratori,
&c. in Italian; and let us turn our eyes upon king-
doms which .in other matters of science we infi-
nitely exceed. Yes, let us shew that Denmark, a -
remote and unwealthy state,-and - Russia, whose
sciences are of yesterday, excel Britain in atten-
tion to national history! Denmark, in fact, rivals
France,. by the elegant edition of her ancient his-
torians, published by Langebek and now going

“on. Why mention the Society appointed by the
King to  publish all the Icelandic monuments of
Danish history? Why mention the expenses of the
Princes of the Blood in Denmark upon such pub-
lications, . and institute odious comparisons? For
who does not know, that the whole study of the
Danish nobility, gentry, and literati, is bent upon
their histpry? And surely no stronger proof of a
solid and manly mind, and of true patfiotism, can
be given, than this pursuit. CAs

If we pass to Russia, we shall find” the present
Empress the patroness of history, as of other sci-
¢nces, Let the works of Muller, the pubhcatlons
'of Nestor's Chronicle, and that of Sylvester in
1767, under the title of Lez‘opzs Nestorova, Strit
ter’s Memorie Populorum, &c. and other works,

: speak



APPENDIX TO AN ADDRESS, &G, 595

speak the present attention of Russia to her his-
1Xnd what -is Britain doing? Nothing.—Her,
published historians are. lost in slovenly-printed «
editions; and many remain. unpublished. Bold:
assertions! But where are the proofs? The proofy
are to be foundin every bookseller’s shop ; and in,
the catalogues of the Bodleian,. Harlemn, Cotto-
nidn, and other libraries. - Yet, after a prefatory.
remark or two, one instance shall be given, whicl
will of itself prove, that our history is neglected to
a degree exceeding all belief. .

Ever since the time of Thomas Hearne, of black-;
letter memory, carbone notandus, the publication;
of our old historic writers has been discontinued,
The names of Saville, Camden, Selden, Gale, are
most respectable in this line ; but such is the effect
of weakness, that it dishonours all it touches; and
surely a weaker man than Tom Hearne. never ex»
isted, - as his prefaces, s called, lamentably shew. ,

Pox on’t, quoth Time to Thomas Hearne, -
Whatever I forget you learn.

Instead of manly erudltxon thought, and elegance.
such as became a pubhsher of ilportant works, his
prefaces shew the most trifling and -abject pursuitg
of antiquarian baubles. We are forced to despise
the man to whose Iabours.we are obliged : and it
is suspected that the notorious cha.ra.cter of Hearne
" has.not a little contributed to, the _contempt into
which our hlstory has lately fa.llen, for great eventy
often spring from smaJT cabses. This remark was

QQ 2 '_ ' thought
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thought mecessary here, as those very publications
of Heame, which might be urged as a proof that
our histor y is not neglected, on the contrary afford
a lamentable proof that it is, and has long been.
For in no other country would he have been forced
to publish a few copies, by an extravagant sub-
scription, of books important to national history,
and of course interesting to -all. Old plays, and
dead pamphlets, are greedily fed on, perbaps ‘in
other countries as well as this; for it #s not to be
concelved that literary -disease, and mental sick+
ness, are confined to - Britain : in other countries
virtuosiand collectors of. toys also abound. Yet
it séems certain, that the curse foretold by Dr.
Browne, in his Estimate of the Manners and Prin-
~ ciples of the Times, has come to pass; that we are
not vicious, but insignificant; that we are inca-
pable of that exertion in which either vice or virtue
consists; and that our taste has, as he foretold,
become tnﬂmo' even to childishness; and so weak-
ened, as to be mcapable of wholesome gratification.
Hence our greediness for the silliest literary
baubles; and our neglect of the manly and austere
provmces of literature. Such, indeed,s are the
effects of great wealth and luxury in all countries,
enervating both body and mind. Herodotus finely
_calls poverty, « the nurse of Greece;” and the ef-
fects of wealth on Roman literature may be seen
.in the dialogue on the causes of the decline of elo-
quence, ascribed to Tacmtus, though most probably
_ -by Quintilian. :
Let us now proceed to the instance formerly
promised,
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promised, to shew at once that our history is neg-
Jected to a» surprising degree. It is well known
that Italy, France, and Germany, are the only
countries in Europe which exceed England in the
series of early historians. - From Gregory of Tours,
who wrote A.D. 591, France has hlstorlans of
every century. England, on the contrary, has no
historian after Beda., who wrote in 731, till the
year 1100. For Ethelwerd certamly did not write
till that time; apd his work is a mere translation
of the Saxon Chronicle: and Asser gives only the
life of Alfred. I say, no English historians are
found from 731 till 1100, ExcEpT the Saxon Chro-
picle, Nay, Beda, who alone precedes, is merely
an ecclesiastical historian, as his title, Historia Ec-
clessastzca Anglorum, and his whole w01k declare.”
So that the SaxOn Chronicle is, in fact the oNpy
civil history of England preceding the year 1100:
and without it we should know nothing of English-
history for sEVEN centuries.” The English histo-
rians, who begin to be numerous after -the year
1100, borrow ‘all their intelligence of preceding
times from it, as Gibson shews; ‘who also deser- .
-vedly remarks, that ne nation can boast of so va-
luable a monument of theirancient language,
This noble monument is therefore chosen as an
instance of the shameful neglect shewn in publish-
ing our ancient historians, It was natural to ex-°
pect, that our best literati should exert themselves
in translating and collating this work.. But how
bas it been done?-—Gibson confesses, in his pre-
face, that he was not much versed in the Saxon
eQ3 language,
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‘language. “This may.be modesty; but—if true!
Supposing him qualified, how has he executed his
" WOrk ? ‘He only used five manuscripts.

'T. The Laudian, a fine one upon vellam. .

2. The one he oddly calls Cantuariensis, also for-
merly belonging to Laud; on paper, and very bad
‘in all respects.

3. One in Bennet college, Cambridge.

4. One in the Cotton library.

- These two were transcripts of one another; and
Gibson, used them not, but tells us, he copied
Wheloc, who, at the end of his Saxon Beda, pub-
‘lished 2 C}zronologza Saxonica from these imperfect
MSS.

5. Another in the Cotfon hbrary, also never seen
'by Gibson, .but only various readings which Ju-
nius had taken from it.

“Thus 'we see, that Gibson, lrmng.at_Oxford,
publishes the most valuable monument of our his-
tory: from two MSS. left by Archbishop Laud to
‘that university; and is too lazy to go to Cambridge
or London to collate MSS. but quotes them at

“second-hand !, So- much appears from the face of
his book, from lus ‘own preface' But this is no-
thing,,
~ 'There are other MSS. of the Saxon Chronicle,
“never seen by Gibson, though mest easily acces-
"sible: In the Cotton library ‘there ate four: Tib.
' B.L—Tib. B. IV.—Tib. A. VL—Dom, A. VIIL
“The two last, and worst, are those he mentions.
“The two first he never heard of, as appears from
this edition. Upon collating these two with Gib-
som,
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son, and extracting the additions they have, they
were found to amount to Firry pages; and his
book has only 244! Both were written in the ele-
venth century; and superior to the Laudian ‘in
antiquity. It need not be mentioned, that these
fifty pages contain at least as many facts in our
ancient history, either unknown, or narrated with
new circumstances.

Moreover, in Corpus Chnstl or Bennet college:-
at Cdmbrldge, is the autoGraru of the Saxon'
Chronicle, from which ali the. rest are taken ; be-
gun in 891, by King Alfred’s orders, as would
seem, and written up. to that year by one hand ;
continued by divers to 924; and after to 1075.
See Wanley's Catalogué, (Hickes's Thesaurus.) I
know not . if. this be the one in Bennet college:
published by Wheloc. But. certain it is, that
this invaluable autograph of the chief monument
of our history should be. published literatim, by
itself, without any additions from other coples,
and illustrated with fac-similia of every various
hand-writing in it. .

It need hardly be menmoned that a. precious
part of the Saxan Chronicle is published in Lye’s
Saxon Dictionary, from Mr. Astle’s library, which
much illustrates the history of the eleventh cen-
tury. Instead of Saxon Chrouicle,” we should
indeed say Chronicles; for' the copies are written
in different places, and vary in dates and events:
The two fullest Copies, which vary most, should
be published apart; and- the differences of the
othexs thrown into the notes. . PHILISTOR.

Qe 4 LETTER
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LETTER IIL

IN my last it was shewn that our lustory is neg-
lected, from the carelessness and i inaccuracy dis-
covered .in the publication of one of its most
important monuments. It shall not be asserted,
‘that our other ancient historians are published
‘with equal mattentlon, and want of literary skill,
But certain it is, that all of th_em should bl col-
lated afresh with: the MSS. several of which have
come tolight, and passed into public libraries, since
the publications were made. The spirit of philo-
sophy and criticism was hardly known in antiqui-_
ties till the-present” century; and the vast supe-
¥iority of the recent publications of ancient monu- -
_ments over the former is universally felt in all
foreign countries.:
That many important remains of our lnstory still
lurk in MS. is well known, and evinced from the
_catalogues of great libraries. . Some may also be in
‘private hands. That every care should be exerted
to recover and print such pieces, needs not be in-
sisted on. But there is another matter which
claims consideration, as a convincing proof that
our history is neglected; and, after btatlng this,
it may be presumed that .the reader will be .con-
vinced that these letters are not groundless - and,
of course, this preliminary heing adjusted, the
other parts of the plan may be considered in their
order. This other proof thatourhistory is neglected,
-consists in the amazing deficiency of dissertations
by
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by our literati, upon curious or Intricate .pomts of
ancient English history.

In most foreign conntries, the W01ks of this sort, -
written by the most emment writers, are very nume-
rous. If the reader will look into the Historical
Libraries, published for the several countries, he will
be struck with astonishment to see that English
works of this kind, compared with those of France,
Germany, Italy,nay, the Northern kingdoms, arein
numberabout as.one to one hundred. Lethim only
take up the large Historical Catalogue, in four vo-
lumes, at the end of Lenglet Du Fresnoy’s Méthode
pour étudier U Histoire, ed. 1772, 15 vols. 12mo, he -
will find all the works published on English history
thrown into a few pages; while those on French,
German, Italian, almost fill volumes. Jtis believed, -
that single worksof Selden, Verstegan, Sheringham,
and Langhorne form almost the sum total of books
expressly written to illustrate our history: and all
of them published before criticism was introduced

into anthuztles, and before we -had got so far up
the hill of science as to discover much around us,
Selden was indeed a man whose erudition, inde-
pendently of his other great metits, does high ho-
nour to his country, But he was quite immersed
in Oriental learning; and his works on English
antiquities are by far his worst, and abound. w1th
passages which cannot stand against sound critis
cism.. The antiquities of the middle ages were but
beginning to be studied in Selden’s time. ' No Du
~Cange nor Muratori had appeared. .The diple-
matic science, in_particular, was unknown and
Dugdale,
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Dugdale, another very eminent antiquary, has, in
his Monasticon Anglicanum, published charters,
which Germon, De Re diplomatica, has evinced
to be forgeries, from marks so gross as to need no
investigation.

Ununfortunately, we have begun quite at the
wrong end of our histoty. We abound in general
histories; but want the proper authorities and
proofs, the foundations upon which they should
stand. The object is, first to settle the grounds of
our history; and, after that, build the fabric who
will. A hundred points’ of ‘the greatest conse- .
- uence remain to be treated in detached disserta-
tions, to be examired to the bottom by severe cri-
ticism, and all the authorities produced. Suppose,
as pa.rallel instances to similar dissertations of fo-
teign writers, we had disquisitions, On “the Com-
merce of the Phenicians and Greeks in Britain:
Whether any British Nation paid Tribute to the
Romans before the time of Claudius: On the an-
clent. I;a.no'uages in Britain: On the Use of the
Latin Tongue in Britain; and how it comes 'to
pass that Britain did not furmsh one Latin Writer
- in the Roman Times, while ‘Gaul and ‘Spain pros
-duced many: If Severus builtany Wall in Britain:
‘What was the real Cause of the Arrival of ‘the
Tutes in Kent, Chance or Invitation: The Extent
and History of each Heptarchic Kingdom: The
Form of Saxon ‘Government: ‘Of Regal Power
among the Saxons: Of the Power of the People:
The’ Private Life of the Saxons: From what Year,
antl whatTime of the Year, our old Historians

reckon
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reckon the Christian "Era, &c. &c. &c. These in-
stances are only given as they flow from the pen; -
and the reader may easily suggest to himself other
subjects more iniportant and curious. It shall
only be added, that such pieces would, in the
hands of dull and illiterate writers, become insipid,
-as all other subjects would; but that, in foreign
‘countries, such dissertations not only appear, but
are produced by writers of the greatest learning,
literary experience, and é¢ritical sagacity; often
with every charm of elegant and vivacious lan-
guage. The latter qualities are, indeed, more
pleasing than necessary in treating subjects of in-
struction ; and in which truth becomes suspicious
if arrayed in the gorgeous dress of eloquente, so
often worn by falsehood. Let this point be closed
with enimerating a very few names of foreigners
-distinguished by the illustration of their national
history, that we may consider- what we have to
oppose to them. ' The Germans boast of Cluverius,
‘Conringius, Schard, Reineccius, Freher, Linden-
‘brog, Schiltetr, Heinack, Leibnitz, Mascou, Scheep-
flin, &c. The French of Vignier, Pasquier, Du
-Chesne, Valois, Fauchet, Mezeray, La Carry,
“Masson, Hottoman, Pithou, Petau; Baluze, le Duc
-d’Espernon, Du Cange, Montesquieu, Du Bos, Le
Gendre, Labbé, &c. Italy has so numerous names
for each petty state, that the difficulty lies in the
“choice; but let Sigonius and Muratori be selected, -
* names equal to a-thousand. -
Topography 'may be considered as an historical
de-
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department, which has thriven much in Britain of
late, chiefly By the fostering cares of the author of
-the British Topography, and the editor of the
Bibliotheca Topagraphzca It gives great pleasure
to see that, in this branch at least, we are perhaps
equal to other nations. But the warmest admirers
-of topography will not put it on a par with the
general history, or even geography, of a whole
kingdom. Local history, however, may contribute
materials for general history; though, in the rup
of our topographers, the historical part be seldom
profoundly treated. It is.also semarkable, that
while Germany has Cluvenus and Cellarius; and
France her Sansons, De 1'Isles, and D’Anvilles;
Britain cannot bhoast of any geographer who hag
‘obtained the smallest fame.. In chronology, Usher
and Simson yield to none.

- As it is beligved that the reader will a!low, from
the two graud considerations already-stated, to wit,
deficiency in the publication of our historical mo-
numents, and deficiency in modern warks illustra-
tive of our ancient history, that" these letters are
-not unfounded; but that our patienal history is
really neglected; this preliminary shall be consi-
dered' as -allowed; and other parts of the little
plan, laid down in the first letter, shall be entered-
.upon,

Pn;uswon.

LET-
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LETTER 1V.

. IN considering the next part of our plan, name-
ly, wherein the neglect of our history chiefly lies,
it will be proper to point out, first, the period of
our history which has been least illustrated; and,
secondly, the particular provinces of historical re-
search, which have been least cultivated amgng us.
The period of our history which has been least
-illustrated, strikes at once, as being that preceding
the Norman conquest. It is, indeed, a mortifying
reflection, that Englishmén shotld think the his- .
tory of their own ancestors of no moment, in com-
parison with that of the Norman princes and their
followers, who settled in this country; should
seem to think England of no account tiil it became
a prey to” Norman ‘ravagers! Perhaps it may be
said, that the wani of ‘materials for our history,
preceding the Conquest, is a.sufficient excuse for
our neglect of that period. Certain it is, that:
these materials are not large, being almost confined
to the Saxon Chromcles above—mentloned while,
after the Norman settlement, our numerous histo-
rians, chiefly of Norman race, or under Norman .
patronage, throw a blaze of light around them,
which renders even minute parts of our history
conspicuous. But the attachment of these writers
to the Normans made them pass the more ancient,
history of England with an invidious parsimony,
while ‘they regale us with every incident of Nor-
man times in Tall display. This partlallty of our
original writers has affected our antiquaries and
his-
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historiographers; who, instead of running counter,
as they ought, to this disposition;, have been drawn
into its vortex.  Yet it is certainly a matter of the
easiest conception, and most palpable truth, that
the most, obscure period of our history was exactly

. that which requlred the most illustration.” So that
our antxquanes, who have confined what little re-
searches they have made to the Norman and later
peuods of ,our history, have acted in diametrical
.opposition to.their duty, both as patriots and as
antiquaries.’

-Another reasom for netrlectmtr the eatlier parts
of our history is,” the d}tﬁeulty arising from the
heptarchic™ division, It'is certainly-a matter of |
some difficulty to give a clear history of six or

~ seven small kingdoms; but, as the Greek proverb
bears, all excellent things are difficult jyand the
greater the difficulty, there is the more merit in
good execution. All modern kmgdoms present
the same difficulty, in their early history, and ge-
nerally to a far later period than England: but
their antiquaries' have only been excu:ed, by this
difficulty, to exert the greater accuracy and carg.
. Qur heptarchi history is not only totally neglect-
ed;. but our writers think proper to *apolog:se for
their own indolence, by informing us that it is not
worth writing. Mr. Hume, sen31ble of the great
carelessness with which he had sketched this part
of English history, quotes Milton, as saying, that
the wars of the heptarchic states are not more im-
portant than those of crowsand kites. But this is

like many of Mr. Hume’s quotations; for Mxlton.
in

-
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in that passage, speaks not of heptarchic wars, but -
of a paltry squabble between two nobleméen of that

“time.. Take his own words, p. 188, edit: 1671, 4to.

of his history of England : “ The same day Ethel-

mund at klnneresford passing over with the Wor-*

cestershife men, ‘was, met by Weplstan; another"
nobleman, with, those of Wiltshire, ‘between whom

happened a great fray, whereis the Wlltshlre men

overcame, but both dukes were slain, no’ reason of
thir. quarrel writn; such bickerings. to- recount,

met oft'n in these our writers, what more worth i3

it than, to chronicle the wa}s of* kltes, or crows,

flocking and fighting in theair?” The fact is,

that ‘the smallest of the heptarchic. kmcrdoms was

superior in size and power to any ‘one of the

heroic kingdoms of Greece, whose history we'

read witly so much attention; and the whole Gre-

cian story, till the period of Alexander, is not in

itself more important or interesting than our hep-

tarchic. The genius of the authors makes all the

difference; and this genius, it is hoped, will not

always be wanting in our’s. Those, who think

history becomes important in proportion -to the

size of the country concefned, should counfine

themselves to study the Asiatic empires, and leave

real history to those who know its nature. . It isin

minute history that we find that picture of human

society which most interests the philosopher. -

It is suspected thata third reason why the pe-
riod preceding the Conquest, by far the most im-
portant of our history, is neglected, originates from
the writings of an Enghsh phxlosophel—-Lord Bo- -

lmobloke
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Imgbloke In his Letters oo History, this writer
considefs the eallly histqry of 41 apy country as quite
uscless, angt mgaldsstrhs mpdrért} pa.rl: be«rlpnmg at
the I‘.mp,el‘on Chat"le; Y ‘as alone WO‘NI]’I study
“This. § sup e]eﬁmal qpm:on, of a once f‘ashlonable au?
thor, - haﬂ Perhaps reat we?ghl; w1th trlose who
‘knew ‘nof that it is 1mposs1ble to have any,real
knowledge of the ‘'modern, history of any countyy
without beo'lnnmﬂ' the study at its fountains, in
ancient events and manaers, 'One might,as well
think of . bulld.mg a Bouse by beolnmng at .the
-garrets. _ Nay fore,: “fhe foundation is not only to
be begun at ‘the propéi-plage; but, s gvery, parf
of thc supe:it;uctu;e nltqnatgly résts upon the
founcla‘tlon,, thls _adical “part must be examined
‘with” far more care and’ attention than any of the
‘rést, Mr. Hume beo'an his history with the
Stuarts and so wrotg, backwards. - The conse:
guence is, that he has quite mlstaken the most
glaring features of our constitution, and earried
the" despotism of the Stuarts along with him
through all our hl,story Nor can any pmblem n
.ma‘thematlcs be more certain than that it is impos-
sxble either to write"or, réad. history properly by
tetrogression. The knowledge.of the ancient part
is not ouly. necessaly in 1tself' but necessary to
understand the modern. To.a philosopher, the.
ancient part, is, the most, juteresting; from the
strong -and uncommpR, yiews, of . human ‘pature
to be found: in it.. Nay“.to a, common, reader,
it thust be the .most_interesting-.fromthe great:
ness and smvulau,ty,of its events.. .In early his
' tory
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_tory alone are found those great incidents, and
total revolutions, which elevate and surprise. - The
modern hlstory of Europé consists merely of wars
which end in nothing, and in the filthy chicane of s
politics; so disgusting to every ingenuous niind."
Since the eleventh century, the several kmgdoms ,
and states of Europe remain almost the same; ‘and:
any radical revolutions which have happened mi ight'
be comprjsed in a few pages. The period of great’
events begins at the fall of thie Romad empu‘e, and
lasts till the ¢leventh century,

- The Hxstory of England, cxcludmg i:ha} of the
Romams in Britain, falls. into -two ‘periods; fiom:
the arrival of ‘the"-Saxoiis to.'the’ Confuest; and’
from the Conquest till now’ ~ Each period cofitains -
about seven centuries. In Greek or Roman His-
tory, eithér perlod would occupy ‘much about the
same room. - But'the' proportion in ours is; that"
the former part fills half a volyme the Iatter, se-
ven volumes and a half t “In Mezeray, the’ part -of
French history precéding” the year.1066 fills two™
volumes and a Malf; that succeedlng, four volumes”
and a half. This kitter proportion is superior: te’
ours; and we might at least allot two volumés out’
of elght for the period preceding the Conguest,
As jt is, every oné may judge that the former pe-
riod of -our htstbry must be Imserably abudged in-
deed; and it is much to be wished thaf some able”
writer would give-us an history of England pre-~
ceding the Conquést, at due length. Materials he*
will ﬁnd not ws.ntmg, '1f' he brmgs industry to (]15-)
coverand to use them. '~ ‘PHILISTOR. - ‘

. VOL. III. BR . LETJ
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sruronehmgin gt ot s slboo @ onemr s
ol f 20UKiL (0ing LE;.II‘ER NI 1 olmr e
& Sowe dther purticalar proviticesof -out i history}
whick Rive) beet ‘peculiatly sicgleeted, rémainte
be briefly hinted at, before proceeding” tg'anctles
part of thistsubjécy namelytlic eausel nhich thay
have colitributed tothe 'neplect wf*Sur riatiohak
“histofy, andwhich shall:be .entered-<upon -int the:
fdkt Testerfin: dinnir vt onsuy Lare el senihe
~Thelehtonology of bur history may:bé begirded
dei b médgleeted' :department ' Eveiits) narrated by
our ancient writers, are frequently put,.i withd'va:
tiation of one, twoy ormore years. ' This.often de
pends merely:-npon the diffefent'motled they follows: |
. ed-ih caleulating the commendement of the year:.
Sotne begar it m the month of: March;!-and anté-.
dafed events medr a year: thuy thevyedr 1000 with
Yhert begihs 5th Match; 999 .Others begamthe-
year in-March, and yet retarded vt ‘threé months:
reckoning for'example; the space of theyear 100G,
preceding; 2stli Marchy! ds belonging to the: year.
999. : Othiers! began the year '95thrDets - Others,:
bt Easter, sand varied its commencement as Easter-
vagieds 3:Somme; awho compute frodn Vst Jans still:
Teekion 619 br twoinore years from Christ’s birthy, -
thaw we-dov: Gervase of Canterbury, who lived in.
“the thitteerith eentury;tells us i the Preface to his:
‘Chlonigled * Interipsos etiamichronice: scriptores .
-nonnulia disseitioest. > Nam, cumromninin nnica
et priscipud sitintértio, atimos Domin eérumyue.
continrentiag) isnpputatione vérach benarraré y dpsos- -
Domini dnod, diversiy modisj et terminis; inume. .
' rant §
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rant: sicque in ecclesiam Det multam mendaciorum:
confusionens induétnt, “QJuidam! enim annos Do«
mink intipiunt sgmputare abAnnunciatiene; -2lit a;
Nativitata; Huidanna Glrgummqmaeg qutdam yerd:
a Passipne.” BINE AN P Pk Ap fati ] 'rﬁ:"’-‘
++The industrigus cand rexaqt a\ithor& of L>drt, ds
vérifien des Dates,) from. wwhich -wogk: the above rer
marks: are:barrewed, shave.done every;dhing.to:
adjust and settle, even to month and.day, the
evéntaof Fienclr history..Buf a Jatge,and . labo-
rigus work onithe dhronology: of :ancient; .English.
. histery:is-much-ammted. it < g e
.iAnpther Béglected province. is. thae geography of,
Britain end, gflond:in hie middle ages|, The . No-.
titia Gualliarumof Nalesius,ox Valols, 3.vals. folio,,
may ber proposed. ds anexample for such a work,
Hardlyaivillageoh castle ean-be found, in ancient
French histonians, butdits situatiornris adjusted and .
illastrated inithat ‘great-work; published Jast cen--
tury} while:to this-day-we hawe only Sotnner’s Glos-.
sary atiithe'end of Twysden’s Decem Scriptares, and,
Gibsen’s at thei eud of the Saxon,Chronicle ;. pro-
ductibngs equally-meagre and. grroneous., ' Instead.
of solidiand; elaborate. werks.on.a subject so sadi-
eally necessarytoithe understanding of end history,;
it is,7isible 10 seeimany pf pus-antiquaries,dealing
in; etymglogy of names; a:matten-of all-others the
amost puerile nuncstiain: andy ininteresting. Que
old: writera drew all ;maves frem;the- Liatin; Bri-
dennia; from Brutksokes andithough thejimetyme-
J@gaeq werestittle better thanehis,sshe derived Se-
-pecafromi ag- nevansy|; bgewsﬁblaa killed, himself,
yet
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yet they were fully as rational as the Hebrew and
Phenician-etymology of names introduced by Bo~
chart; or - the Celtic etymology now in fashion.
Of the Ceitic dialects we haveé no ancient remains;
and to derive ancient names from a language in its.
modern’ state seems compléte absurdity.  Swift,
who ironically. gives etymologics of Greek and-
Latin names from the English, may be regarded as-
the prophet of this new frenzy.. - - ;

The dlplomatlc line has also been neglected by
our wnters, though the works of Madox deserve
high praise. ‘In Eno'land, the number of ancient.
charters preserved is amazing ;- and perhaps no
country in Europe can boast of equfl treasures in.
this line. - If only the most valuable and curious.
were published, -they would fill many volumes in-
folio. Rymer's Collection of Historical Muniments.
does honour to the nation; and Prynne’s compila-
tion has its value. : But a collection of those pre-
ceding the Conquest is still. wanting; and special.
dissertations:on . their authienticity, &c. - Of later-
times, many valuable and curious chartérs remain.
unpublished; which, though -perhaps of little im-.
portance to our history, might, navertheless, illus-:
t:ate ancient laws and manners.
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