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EDWARD GIBBON, EsQ • 

. N~nt. 

This Letter, II} the ~arty band-:writing of Mr~ t~llolf, (proba
bly about the time of his first leaVing Lausanne,) seems to bit. 
under the &SIiumed charaCter of A SwedishtraveJler,. wfiting 
to A. Swiss fnend, delineating the def~ts htl qiscOvered in the 
government of Berne. In pointing out thoSe defects he Seems
to have.had the il!tentlon of suggestin~ remedies; but, -as-h. 
is entering on this topic, die manuscript ~fids abruptly. 
The excellence of this curious paper w.iIl apologize for its . 
great leng~. : 

-NON, thOl1 chef aln~ jene veux point ~ire cos
mopol.ite. Lo~ de.Ipb!.c~ titr~ rastu~ux, sous. le
queI nos philosophescachent une egale indifference 
pour tout Ie. genre humain. Je veux aimer rna. 
patrie, et pour aimer, il me faut des preferences ; 

mais 

"'" No; 'my d~ar friend, I will Dot be a citizen of th~,world'; I reo. 
jed wfth scora that proud title, under whiCh _ oufpbilos9pbers 
conceal an equal indifference for the vvhole human .race. J will 
love my country; ,JI!ld to lI.Ive itabov~ _ an others; there mllst be 
reasons (or my pweference: but, if I am Dot mistaken, my heart is .. 
. , ~ot. JI. • . lusceptiblct . 
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mais ou je me trompe, ou mon creur est susceptible 
de plus d'une. "Quand j'aurois tout sacrifie pour la 
Suede, mon pays natal, je neme serois point en
core acquitte envers e1le;' je hii dois la vie et· Ia 
fortune:. mai§ que cette vieseroit triste, 'que cette 
fortune me seroit a charge, si, ~xpatrie des rna 
tendre je!lReSs~, .. ~otre .. pays n'cut pas; fQrni~ mon 
gout et rna raison a des mreurs moins grossieres 
que les n6tres! Je .~€?montrerois~digne de ces 
bienfaits, s'ils ne m'avoient pas inspire Ia plus vive 
reconnoissance. Aujourd'hui que la Suede, tran
quille a l'abri des loix" n'e~ige de ses enfans que 
de s~ntir leur .bonheur, je puis, sans T6ffenser, 
jetter un .regai·d su{le ,Pays de, Yauci" Alon' autre 
pattie, me rejouir avec vous de lses ~v",ntages, et 
compatir'a ses maux. " , , . . 

Votre c1imat est beau, votre terroil: fertile'; vous 
avez pour 1~ commerce interieur, :des facilites" don1i 

il 

susceptible of affection for mqre countries than o.ne. Did,'J sacri
fice /1.11 to Sweden, 1 should only pay my debto(gratitude to the
land in which I was born, and to which lowe 'my life and fortune, 
Yet life and fortune would have been but melancholihurthens, if,' 
after my banisllment from home in early youth,- yo~ country had 
not formed my taste Ilnd reason, and taught me more tetined mo-: 
1'als than our o~n. I should prove myself unworthy of this good
l)eSs', didA,not inspire me,with the liveliest gratitude: .and no\v 

~ th~l; S'weden, enjoying tranquillity under the protection of laws, 
;' :requ~s nothing from.its subjects but a just sense oftheir ,happi

ness, . I may direct my attention; without offence, ,to the Pays de 
Vaud, my'second country; rejoicing with you in its advantages, 
or commiserating its lnisfo'rtunes. ',,' 

~:J)You enjoy a fine climate,' a fertile soil, and hive converiience~ 
, '. • for 
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it ne tient qu'i vous de profiter. ~~aisje'consi~~re 
pIuMt Ies habitans, que l'habitation., Onvacher
c,her Ies philosophes a Londres., Paris attite' dans. 
son seiq tous ceux quin'aiment que.1a, doucew.";~~ 
Ii societe. ' Votre pays.Ie cede a'ees deuX. cllpitales1l 
la QU eUes hrillent; m~s cependant ,il re,unil! t~ui. 
Iei,lrs avantageli respectifs; il est leseul JO~1 tout ~ 
la foison ose penser; et on sache vivre. Que. VO\,ls, 
manque-t-il t la liberte: et priv& ,d'eHe, tout vO,u~. 
manqu~. 

Cette veritevous"surpreD:cl, eIle Yolis blesse. 
Pouvoir dire que nous, nesommes pas libres,~: 

.Iepondez ;VOUS, prouve que nOlls Ie somme~. I1.1e 
pr6uveroit peut-~tre, si' j'ecrivois '3. Lausanne; ou 
plilt6t U. m~me il ne prouveroit rien, Vos m!l1tres 
connoissent la maxime du Cardinal. Mazari,n, de 
vous laisser parler, pourvu que vous les laissiez 
agir. Ainsi Ie proces n'est point encorejuge. 

Si 

for internal commerce, from which great benefit might be derived. 
nut lconsidcr the people rQtber than,thei,.. territory. Philosophy 
tlourisbes iii. London; ·Paris i.e t~e¢entre (,If thpse attracte!i by the, 
all urement. of polished society • Your ~ountry, though inferior to 
those capitals, yet unites in some measure their r~spective·advan
tages; since it is the only co1U\try whoslt inhilhitants, while they, 
think freely and boldly, live politely and elegantly. Wh/IJ: then: 
is wllnting 'Liberty; and deprive!1 of it,·you havll.lost yOuf alt. 

This truth .8urprises and offends you. The right Qf I;pmplai\1-, 
ing, ,y'ou,ansWer, that we are I)ot free, is a plVPf of our liberty.' 
If L.w.rot.e atLaus.anne, the argument:wou14.h~!i weight;,yet 
even there, 'it'wouldnot be convinCing; for. your master!> Qrll not 

, ig,norant of Cardinall\1azarine's maxi)in, and litre wiJling to .a1l0w.: 
you to talk, provided you ~lJow them to ,act; ,51) thaUlui process is 
Dot ;y;~t d.etermined. 

If 
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Si j'ecrivois pour lepe~ple je m'ad~l'esserois ~ 
,ses passions; je Ie ferois souvenir decette maxime 
de tous·les tems~ que dans les republiques,ceu~ 
quLsontlibres, sont plus Iibres, et. ce\lx qui sont 
esclav~s,pIus esclaves que partout ailleurs. Mitis 
avec un ami tel que ~'(ms, je ne dois chercherque 
laverite, et n'employer que la raison. Quand je 
compare yotre etat avec celui de vos voisins,c'est, 
avecplaisir que je Ie prononce heureux. Traversez 
votre lac et vos lnontagnes, vous trouverez partout' 
un peupIe" digned'un 'meilleur sQrt; sa raison 
abrutie par la superstiti~n, Ie patrimQine de ses 
peres, et Ie fruit de sori industrie, en, 'proye, au 
partisan, ou au hussard. Sa vie sacrifice a tout" 
moment au caprice d'tin seul homme; qui, lorsqu'il 
entend parler de vingt milles de ,ses semblables, 
niorts dans' Ie service de son ambition, dira froide
ment; qu'iIs ont fait leur 'devoir. 

.VouS, 

If i wrote for th~ people I would 'speak to their passions, and 
h()ld a language repeate4 in all ages; that under republics, those 
"''''0 are free are more free, and those who are enslaved, more en
slaved, . than under any other form of. govenpnent. ; But with a, 

friend like you I would seek only the maxims oftruth',- and em-' 
ploy only the arguments of-reasen. W.hen I compare your condition 
with that of surrounding nations; I can sincerely congratulate you 
on your happiness.' , Whenever we qu'it the neighbourhood of your 

. lake al1d mountains, '. we find men who, though worthy of a better 

. late, are plunged in the most abject superstition; whose property 
and industry are the spoils of a licentious soldiery r an~ whose', 
iilfes are ready every moment to be sacrificed to the caprice of one 
man, who, when he hears that twenty thousand of his fellow
~reatures have fallen sacrifices to his ambition, is contented with 
saying coldly, " they,have done their duty." ' ' 

You, 
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VOUS, au contraire, professez un ChIistianisme. 
ramen~ A la divine puret~ de son institution; ,en
lIeigne par de dignes pasteurs, a qui o~permet de 
se faire aimer, de se fairerespecter, mais non de 
se faire crainQre. Votre union avec ie Corps Hel· 
vetique vous a Jl.ssure depuisdeux si~des une paix 

" unique dans. l'histoire. 'v os imp~ts sont petits, 
, l'administration dOllce. ,On n'entend point parler 
parmi, vous de ces sentences sans prod~s, sans, 
crime, sans accusateur, qui arrachent uri citoyen 
dumilieu, de sa famille. L'on' ne voit jamais Ie 
souverain,on Ie sent rarement. Cependant si la, 
liberte consiste A n'~tre so-umis qu'i des loix, clont' 
l'objet est.Ie bien conimun de ,la. societej TOUS 

. n'~tes point libl'e. , 
. 'Quand laviolence des uns, et la foiblesse des 
autres, ont renclu necessaires l~s societes civiles, il 

::;;:::::::::=::;'-'::i:' =:::;=0::'==== . a faUu 
~ 

You, on the contrary, enjoy a Chr!stiauity brought baCK to.tbe 
llurity of its original principles, taugbt publicly by worthymini~ 
ters, who are Joved "and respected" but who have, it not in their 

'power to become the objects of fear. Your ,connexion with the 
Swiss cantons has ,preserved to you the blessings of peace two 
centuries I a thing unexampled in ,history. Your taxes are mo
derate j and the public adm,iniatration is gentle. You have not to 
complain of those arbitrary sentences, which, without any form 
of legal procedure, without an accusur, and' withaut II crime" 
have been known t(;tear citizens from the.bos()ms of their fami
lies. The sovereign is never seen; the weight of h.is authority' is 
rarely felt: yet if liberty consi~ts in being subject to laws which 
impartially consult the iilterests of all the members, of the COill" 
JDunity, you do not enjoy that blessing. 

, When, the injustice of some, and the weakness 0c..0tbers, 
.howed the necessity for civil society, individuals were obliged to 

11 3 l'enounc~, 
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aJall:u. renoncer. a' cette independance si ch~reJ' et 
siperriicieuse. Il a faUu quep>utes les' volontes 
particulieres se· fondissent dans une volonte gtlle
J'ale; a laq1!elle des punitions reg lees obligeassent 

". chaque citoyen de' conformer ses. actions. . Qu'it 
estdelica.t, ce 'pouvoir de fixer la v~lo:nte gen~rale! 
En quelles mains doit on le remettre? Sera-cea 
un monarque des-lbrs absolu? Je sais que1'ihtet"et 
bien entendu du prince ne se. peutseparer d'ave~ 
.celui de·, son peuple, et qu'en travaillant pour lui, 
. il travaillepour sOl m~me .. Tel est Ie langage d~ 
la philosophie. l\f:ti.sce langage n'est pas un de 
ce~ que lesprecepteurs fOlltetudier aux.rois; ~t 
si un heureux naturel leur en donne quelqu' idee, 
leurs passions, ou celles d'un miniStt"e, d'un con .... 
fesseur,d~une' lIuiitresse, l'e1:fac~nt bientot.. L6' 
peuple gemit, mais'jl faut. qu'il ait gemi IO)lg!ems, 
avant que son maitre s'apper~oive qu'il 'est de rin .. 

, . teret 

renounce their beloved, but pernicious, independenc~ All par. 
'ticular wills were melted down into the general will ofthepublic; 
by which, under the sanct.ion of definite punishments, men be
cal~e bound to regulat!l their conduct. Bnt·it is ainatler of the 
utmost delicacy to determJne with whom that general will ought . 
to be deposited. Shall it reside in'the bt:.east of a prince, w~o 
thereby~~e~omes absoiute? I know that the true interests of a 
prince can never be' separated from those of his people, aild that 
. in exerting himself for tlleir benefit, he labours 'for his own. This 
,is the language of philosophy, but it is seldom spoken ~y the.pre-. 
teptorsof pri!lces; and if the latter sometimes read it ill their o\vn 

-hearts, the impression is speedily effaced by contrary passions, in 
. themselves, their confessors, their ministers, 01' mistresses~ The 
. gl'Qans of the people are not 80011 h,eai'd; and their Dlas~er 'lea~l]$ 

. . . . poly 
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ter~t d'un berger de conserver Bon, troupeati.U 
faut done' 'que Ie pouypir leg;slatif soit partage. 
Un consei14ont lesmembress'eclairent, 'et Be.con .. 

• tienuent lesnns lesantres, paroitenet~e uRdepot 
sitaire bien, choisi. Mais Ii liberte attache, acCf 
ConSeil nne condition fondamentale.Elle vel.lt 

~ que chaque ordre des citoyens, chaque p3;rtie :da 
I'eta~ :y ait· ses representans interesses. a. B'oppdser 
a loute loi~qui seroit Iuiisible a.sesdroits,ou con'" 
traire :).' sOn bonheur, puisqn~eux m~mes en sehtb
roientles premiers, les mauvaiseffe.ts.Une telle 
assemblee fera. rarement de'S fautes grossietes,et si 
-ellepaye quelquefois Ie tribut a l'humanite,elle 
Peut rougir deses erreurs, ',et les-reparer au~si tat • 

• Ce portrait est il Ie v6tre? J'enqedans votie 
pays, je vois de'ux nations !disiinguees par leurs 

, droits, ,leurs occupations, et leurs mreurs: Vurie, 
composee de, trois' cens,famiIles,· est nee pour com~ 

, 'mander; 

'only by a falai el'perience, that it is the ,interest of B: shepherd 'to 
preserve bi~ flock., The legislati~e p~l\ver, therefore, cannot 'safely 
be entr\l~ted to 'a lingle person. A council, wh()se memberSmu'; 
tually instruct., aod 'mut\lally ,chec·k each other,appears to be, its, 
proper depository., But ~n, this cO,ulIcil one, conoiti.on' is esseu~ 
tially requisite. It must,eollsist ()f deputies from every order in 
the state, il}terested by their OW" safety in opposing every regula, . 
tion inconsistent with the 'happiness of that order to which they 
beioo". Such '8 counciljvill rarely be guilty of gross errors; and 

o .'.' . . . ,.' 
thould this ~ometimes happen, it will soon blush for, and rep81r 

. them. Is this, the picture' of .¥?ur legislatur~ ?When 1 survey 
your eouptry, '~ behold two Jlations, ,distinctly cllaracterised by 
thei~ lights, . employmeJltsJ . and ',manners: .th~ one, consisting of 
three h,undred families, born to COll)maJ;ld;th!l oth~r, ,consisting 

" . , . .40" , of' 
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mander-; l'autre, de.cent mille, n'~st fonn~e quo 
pol,lr obeir. Toutes le§ pr~tensio~ humiliantes. 
des monarques hereditaires se renouvellent a votre 
eg~d, et deviennent encore plus humiliantes de la 
part .de vo~" ~gaux; La comparaison de vos deux 
itats vous est trop facile. 'R-ien ne ·vous aide a 
1'6loigner. o' . 0 0 

o U~ eonseil de trois cens personnesd~cide de 
tous vos inter~ts en 0 demier ressort, et osi ses in .. 
ter~ts et les v6tres ne son~ pas d'ac-cord,o qui doit 
l'emporter? '. Non seulement ce senat est l~gis-. 
lateur, mais il execute ses propres loix. Cette 
union de deux puissancesAli'on ne,devQit jamais 
reunir, les rendchacune plus fQrmidables .. Quand 
dIes sont separees, la puiss~ce legislative re; 
doute les resolutions. violentes; eUes seroient inu., 
tiles, si J'on n'armoit pas les mains de la puis., 
sance quiles doit executer, et cette puiSsance est 
o 0 0 • 0 000 to~jours 

of an hundred thousand, doomed to submission. 'The form~r are 
invested, aa.a body, with all the pre~ogatives of hereditary ino; 
narchsl whicli are the more ~umiliating to you their subjects, 
because they belong to men IIpparently your equals;o~'tlte com" 
~ari&oii between yourselves and them is nia~e·every·.uro~ent j no. 
circumstan'ce tends to concea. it from your fancy. 

A, cO\lllcil of three hundred persons i~.th" ~ver~ign umpire of 
o your dearest interests, which will always be sacrificed when they 
clash with their ~wn. This council is invested with th~ ~ecu~ 
tive, ~s well as the legislative power; two brancl.l;~ of" au~hority 

o ,,,liich can never be united, without. renderi,ng etlch <?f ~hem tort 
(o~midable to tne supject, When they b.elong to, different persons, 
or asSemblies, the legislature will not ve\llure to form violent reo. 
solutions( because these would 'be of .no avail, unless theywe~ 

o c.arried in*~ ~xe~u~i\>n b1 B:~other fo\Ve~ aIwa~ its riyal" and 
:. • 0 • ~f~~~ 
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toujours sa rivale, et son contrepoids. Mais ce 
n'est pas assez que cette union aiguise lao glaive de 
l'autorit~ publique, elle Ie remet encore d~ u~ plus 
petit nombre. de mains: dans Ie derniersi'ecle le 
grand conseil de Berne se . renouvelloit lui meme ; 
c'~toit d~j~ un pas vers ·l'oligarchit:: pourquoi ex~' 

.. clure des elections Ie corps de la:, BourgeoisIe? 
Alors meme ,Ie gouvernements~J>puyoit sur un 
fondement assez ~troit.. Bient6t des inconveniens 
lie firent sentir; la brigue, la venaIite, la ciebauche, 
signaloient l'entree des citQyens dans Ie coriseil sou~ 
verain, et les riches ambitieux donnoient tout, pour: 
pouvoirtoutinvahir. Unedeputation revocable de 
.vingt six conseillers, etablie de~ l' enfance de la 
r~publique, pour veiller a .I'ex~cution des loix~. 
devirit cliargeedu sain de remplir les places de 'ce 
grand ()Ouseil,dont elle-meme tifoit son ()l'igine. 
On y ajoutoit seize senateurs choisis de la manicI:e 

la 

often its antagonist. The sword of authority is not only sharp~ 
ened by this union, but is thereby confined to a smaller number 
of hands. In the laSt century the great council of 13erne_ be~n 
to' elect its own members: which was a: great step tQwards oli-: 
garchy, since it excluded fro~ elections the citizens at large, Rn~: 
thereby narrowed the basis ofthe government. ~ut this arrange-, 

,ment waS liable 00 other ·inconveniences, Intrigue, venality,· an4 
debauchery signalized the admission of citillen& into thl! sovereig!J 
council ; and ambitious men squandered their wealth,. that, th,ey: 

'might purchase a right to indu1ge. their rapacity. A committee 
of six counsellors, established in the i.nraney of the republic, to 

. wakh th~ execution of the l~ws.and whose pffices were h~ld at. . 
pleas~ became entrusted with the power of naming the mem..,. 
bers or the grand council. by which this committee itself was ap
pointed. Its lIumbel' .... as augmented by sixteen senators, chosen 

, i~ 
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la; plus favorable aux factieux .. oIls possMoient 
d'abord leur, pouvoircollectivement, mi;lis peu a 
peu,l'inter~t particuliet leut fit ~nte,ndre qu'il valoit 
mieux permettre ,a ichacuIt de nommer son fils;, SOlJ 

gendre,et son parent. Les familIes puissantes,qui 
domino.ient alors dan$' Ie senat,','ydomirienten.. 
core. .Les de Wattevilles; et les Steiguers, y.rem
plissentune trentaine de places. Le commerce' 
interesse' de bienfaits, ou ron passe dans Ie petit 
conseilpar les suffrages de',ses parens; pour,'faire 
tntrerde nortveaux par~Ils dans Ie, grafid conseil,a 
deja,reduit'lenombredes familles qui siegent'dans 
celui-ci,. a environ ·quatre-vingt. 'Ces maison!! ' 
souveraines ont un egal mepris, pour celli'que Ie 
droit nature! auroit dO: rendre leurs ·6Qncitqyens, et 
pour'ceux qui Ie sop,t par °la Gonstitution del'etat. 
Il manque m~me' ilux premiers une ressouree.que 
les' monarq~es lesp1us absolus n'ont pas 'O~e !6td 

'. , " a leurs . 
in the manner most'favourable to -the designs of faction., They 
exercised' ,their power at lirstcollecthoely, 'but by. degrees they 
came to understand lliat theil' particulaiinterestl would be 
better pro~oted by each naming his son, son-in-law'. ol';kinsman~ 
The powerful famiiies which' then commanded the< senate; still 
rule it at present. :Thirtyplaces are filled by the Wattevilles 
a'nd Steigued,· This selfish traffic, by which the meinbers of the 
little council Rre elected by the great council, consisting of .their 
own relations, thnt they 'may name other, re-Iations to scats in the 
gtcllt council, ha~ reduced the number of families, which have 
a right toSil iIi the latter, ~o lIearly fourscore. . These p.rinc;ely 
familie$ lonk down with equal contempt 011 those who are'their 
fellow-citizens by the lalYof nahll'e, and those who wert ren
dered such by the consHtution of their country. The former ,class 
15 deprived ofa resourc,e which ~he most absolute princes ,have 

, seldom 
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A leurs 8UjetS ; je veux parler de Ges tl'ibunaux 1'6<
connus du,. souverain" et l'everesdu peuple, pour 
~tre l'organe de 1a. patrie, et lesdepositairesdes 
Ioix. 'Toutes les volontes du prince, qui doivent 
~tre obeies, Ie sont plus facilement,' quand' lei 
lujets. voyent com bien dles sont raisonnables, 
puisqu'elles ont passe par ,l'examen .cleces<magis~ 
trats, qu'on ne peut,ni tromper, 'lli sedl,lire, ni in. 
timider. Aussi repondent ils a cette consideration; 
parune resistancerespectueuse, :mais I.deierlninee 
conirel'oppression, ou'ils ,etalent tout ce que la 
raison, la liberte, 'et l'eloquencepeuvent inspirer ' 
A des ,citoyens :zeles. ,C'est principalement dans 
ces tribunaux paisibles que je trouve ces qualites. 
Prives d'armes, ils: ne :'doiv'ent leur 'pouvoir qU'a 
leur probite, et a leur eloquetlce. Est il etonnant 
que ceux-, ,qui n'c:1n.tque cettehistrument,. s'applil 
quent Ie plus a Ie cuItiver? Quelles le~ons pour les 
fois, qu~ lcsremontra,ncesdu ParIcment de Paris! 

, ' Que~s 

leldom ventured to wrest {rom their subjects; J biean those courts 
of justice ,acknowledged by the p,rince, and revered by the people', 
as thll organs of public 'Opinion, and the depositories of the laws. 
The commatldli of the sovereign lIre obeyed with cheenlllness 
only when their propriety is ~onfirmed b.l the approbation of those 
tribunals, whose inembers it has been found difficult either to de, 
c:eiv'e, to seduce" or to intimidate. Their resistance to oppres, 
sion is respectful t but firm; and in exerting it, they display tba* 

" warmth of f;:loquence with which Ifeason and liberty inspire good 
eitizens. In the membeis of those peaceful tribunals; such qua-. 
Jitie.~ "'appear ill their greatest lustre, __ pestitutlt, of arms, their 
whole strength lies in their talents and theirprobity., What noble 
Je~soll5 ,~o kings have"been giveQ. b, -the l'arliamentof Parisl 

What 
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Quels 'modeIes pour Ie peupie que la conduite 
des Mandarins de la Chine! Frappe par un tribunal 
de cette espece, Ie monarque ne peut meconnoitre 
les gemissemens de la patrie. Les citoyens yappren
nent qu'ils ont une patrie; 'lIs s'attachent a l'aimer,
~ etudier ses loix, a Se former a to utes Iesvertus 
publiqmis. 'Elles murissent dans Ie silence, l'occa
sionlesdeveloppe, ou elles se font l'occasion. Left, 
etats du Pays de Vaud, respectables sous les Rois 
de Bourgogne, et sous ies Ducs de'Savoye,etoient 
ce tribuna]. 'Composes de Ia noblesse, du' clerge, 
et 'des deputes 'des villesprincipales, ilss'assem
hloieIit tous les ans a Moudon. C't~toit Ie conseil 
perpetuel du prince. Sans leur consentement; il 
~e pouvoit, ni faire de -nouvelles IOIx,ni etablir 
de nouveaux impots. Si j'etois sur les.Iieux j'eta. 
blirois ces droits; par vos momnn~ns les plus au-

theritiques.. 

What excellent examples to subjects are se~ by. the Mandarines 
- of China! 'l\<roriarchs mu.st'JJear the groans of their people, when 
, such respectable bodies of inen.are their organs. The people tOct 

learn that ihey, have a country, which they will begin tQ IQve, to 
study its laws, and to form theniselvesto 'public virtues. These 
,virtues ripe!l silently; they are exerted when an opportunity of,. 
fen; and sometimes they will make an opportunity fur their OWIl 

'exhibition. In the Pai's de V~ud .. which was equally respectable 
under the Kinl.'S of Burgundy ,a,od the Dukes of Savoy, the stales 
formed such a tribunal. They were, composed of the nobility, 
~l~rgy, and deputies from the pri~cipal cities, which. annually as- • 
sembled at Moudon, and formed the perpetual council of the 
princ'e, without whose consent he could neither enact new laws, 
nor impose new taxes. Were I ou the spot. I could prove the 
existence of those rights by the most authentic' records. At Ii 

di5t:\ncc 



thelltiques. Tout eloigne' que j'en suis, je ne crains 
pas d'appeller a leur ternoignage. II me reste tou· 
jour. une' preuve. moins sensible pour~ k peuple, 
mals aussi decisive pour les gens de lettres ~ c'est 
l'analogie. Les Bai'bares du cinqui~nie si~cle jet~e. 
rent par toute l'Europe, les raciilesde'ce gouverne. 
ment que Charlemagne 'etablit dans les Pays Bas,la 
France, l'Italie, la Suisse, et l' AlIemagne..Quelques 
~venem.ens, les degres, et les terns ou les arrihe· 
fiefs se' fonn~rent des fiefs, ou Ie c1erge acquit des 
terres seigneurialcs, ou les villes acheterent leurs. 
affranchisser,nens, yapporterent de legeres diffe.; 
renc~s. Mais Ie fond de cette constitution est de,;.. 
meure dans toutes les revolutions, .et rien de plu~ 
libre que f,:e foI1t:ls., Ces -etats, leurs membres, et 

. leurs droits seconserverent toujours,etpartout iis 
~toient les m~nies., 

Je vousentends, mon ami, qui m'interrompez. 
Je 

distance I can only appeal, to their. t~stimony, ,and !lmploy an 
analogical proof, which. will be sufficiently convinCing to men of
Jettei'll.' The Barbarians, who overflowed Europe in the' fifth cen
tury, ~very where laid tbe foundatitn of that form of government: 
"hich Charlemagne established in the Law CoiIntries, France, 
Jtaly. Switzerland, and Germany. The different mod~ of tenure' 
which were at differ«:nt times introduced, the various'degrees ot
dependance which one fief callie to have on another, the acquisi
tions of lordships by the clergy, and the.purchase of franchises b, 
cities; all these circilmstances occasioned but slight differences in' 
the ground-wor~ of the constitution, which remained unalterably 
founded on a firm oasis of liberty. , The states, their members, 
and their rights. were invariably maintained j remai~ing uniform)' 
the same at all times, and in all places. . ' . 

Ilhink that I hear you, my friend, interruptin, me. Hitherto; 
, '., you 
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Je vous ai' ecoute, me dites vous, avec patience~, 
mais que voulez vous <;'()llcIure de ce tableau de 
notre gouvernement? Bien ou mal construit, nous 
n'en ressentons que des 'efi'ets salutaires, etvos 
conseils, vosetats, auroient de la peine a nous de· 
goftterde "nos magistrats anciens, pour nous faire 
essayer des 'nouveautes. , 
" Arretez, Monsieur; je vou-s ai parle en homme' , 

libre, et vous' me ,reponde2i dans.Ie langage, 'de la 
servitude. Arretez. Ell convenant pour un mo ... 
ment de votre bonheur,de qui Ie tenez vous? 'de 
laconstitution? Vous n'osez pas Ie dire. . C'est 
done du prince? Les 'Romains en devoient un plus 
grand a ,Titus .. Ils etoient ,cependant de viIs: 
esc1aves. Brutus vous auroit appfis qrn; dans un 

. Mat despotique, Ie prince peut queIquefois vouloir 
de bien: mais que dans les etats libres, il ne peut 

que 

you say, I-have listened to you with patience; but what is your 
conClusion from this picture of our government 1 , Whatever de·, 
fects there may be in its prill4:iples, we have 6xperienced its' saIu· 
taiy consequences; a~d the states and assemblies, which you so 
much commend, wfllnot easily make us abolish oiir'~ncieni rna·, 
gistracies, in order to try innovations. •. ' 

It is time,'Sir, to pause; r spoke to you as became a fre~man, 
and you answer me in the language of slaver.)'. '~Let"us admit for 
a moment yot,r ITosperity; tO,whom do you owe iq, 'You ",ill' 
not answer, to the ,constitution. It is due th~ri to YOUl~' rulers.: 
The Romans o'~ved a, prosperity yet greater ;t~Tjt~s ~,' liut still. 
remained the bas{:)st of. slaves., ' ~rutus would ha:v~ hiiight lP~"" 
that a despot may sometililes choose to pr9mote the public hal'. 
piness; but t~at ~he magistrates of '" f;'e~ people CIID ~a~e .I10QU~r 

, '.: .. ":I. ..., '"' •• "'. • ... ~'~ .. ,." .. .. t.L! . i~. 
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que l~ vouloir.: ).a ,feli~ite actuelle du citoy~n (!t 
de l'esclave, est s~uvent, egaIe, ma.jscelle d~ der') 
nier est precaire, puisqu'elle est fondee sur Ies,p~ 
,ions qeshoJIlrnes, p~n,dant que pell(f d~ p.J;e~i~ 
est assu~eCf., ~ll.e estliee avec l~sJojx ,quj co~tien" 
nen~egaIeJIl~nt ce~ ~~lDes passiq~s;dalls le,"S()~y~l. 
rain ,et dans Ie paysa~. ' 

Mais, ~~Iheu!eusernent OJ,1 ne trouve ;que trop 
de chqses, :a,repreI).dre d~ns ,votr~ adrninistra~~m 
politiq¥e., Je vai~ detai!ler desfautes, desnegli:r 
gences, des ~ppressjons. ,voui. vqus' reQrierez su~ 
rna. malIgnite., P1ais :~n s~cre~,:votJ;'e esprit grp.ssit:~ 
lecata1~g~e de, ~ep.t~rti.cles que j'av.r3j,~9!l ~igIlqres 
OlP oublies~ j)1 ~sl du dJ~V9~r ·qtl8ou-ye!"ajn .g~ :f~~r! 
jouir son peupJe de, tou~ JttS ayani;lgfls d~'la, $9H!~t~ 
civile. Des gueqes entr~piise~ pou,!; Sa d.e{ell~e, 
l'~ll detoume~~nt quelquefois; rnai~ <;l~ quele,~a.tmq 
renait dans ses. etats" des etablissemens utiles, et & 

sages 

wish; 'ne advantllgesactil~l1y enjoyed by it c1tizen and 'a"slave 
may be tbe Saine; but tIiose of the hitter 'are precario?s, 'having 
no other fonndation than tb~ cbangellb1e passions Ofmeh;\ybereas' 
tbose of tbe former are secure, being solidly:s~ppoi'te4 'on,thosif 
laws wbich "curb guilty passions in the prince' as well as iiI the' 
peasant. ' ," ' ,! 

But unfortunately too many faults may be foutid.in your publij:' 
ad~inistration" r shall glveyolJthe black' list 6f'omjssion~ 'ilnd' 
oppressio\ls; wbich, notwithstanding tbat you' wilf exclaim "against' 
my malignity, your oWh' memory'will. iiugmerilby' :arilidnO'red' 
articles, wbich J may be'eitbet ignorant of, or forget to mention. 
Jt is the duty bfa sovereign to proc~refor his people all'the bap~ 
pi ness 01 wbich their toitditiOJ{jlf susce~tjbl~. 'His public liplrited 
exertions may be's.uspended 'by >ihe exigetlGies :o(defensive war; 
but'as soon as peace 'is' restored; he will" bci' contiriualij and' use-', 

fully 



· sages loix; 'la religion, l~s nirenrs, 'les sciences, -le 
commerce," les,manufactures, l'a:griculture, et la 
police,' meritent toute son attention, et ren recom;. 
penseront avec usnre. Sur ces principes jugeons 
lesenat. de Berne. II a ete maitre du.Pays de '. 
V aud~depuis l'an 1536. Quand je considere' ce 
qu'etoient alol-sla France, l'Angleterre~ laHolJande, 
'ou l'Allelilagne,. j'ai de la peine a me pers~ader 
qu'elles etoient les m~mes pays que ceux qui pot
te~t 'aujourd'hui cesnoms. De barbares, ils sont 
devemis civili&es; d'ignorans, ec1aires; ~tde pa1!.vres, 
riches. Je vois des villes' OU il yavo1.tdes deserts, 

• et les forets defrichees se sont converties en chqmps, 
fertiles. Leurs prin~s, et lel,lrs ministres, un 
Henri quatl'e, un Sully, un Colbert,'une Elisabeth, 
un d~ 'Vitt, un Frederic-Guillaume, ont opere ces 
merveilles. La perspective du Pays d~'Vaud n'est 

'. " .': " point 
- ,~ 1 

fully occupied witllthe interests of religion, laws~ morals,,sdences •. 
police, commerce, and agriculture. .Let us try the merits. of the 
senate of Berne by these maxims .. The members of this senate 
have been masters of the Pals de Vaud since the year one· thou
sand five hundred' and thirty-six. When we consider the de
plorable condition in those days of France, England. Holland. 

· and Germany, we can scarcely. imagine that they were the 
same countries with those respectively knowll-a.t present-by .the 
same na~es. 'Their barbarism has been -civilized, their igno
rance enlightened. th.eir po~erty enriched; ".their deserts have 

· become cities, and their forests now wave with yellow .har
vests. These wonders have been effected by their princes and:, 

.1ninisters: a Henry the Fourth, a Sully, a Colbert, an Eliza:
·".beth, a de Witt, and a Frederick William. The comparative: 
,': c:ondition of the Pais de Vaud at those two remote reras, dqes riot 
~. present 
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point aussiliante; . Les arts languissent, faute 'de 
ces recompenses 'que lepl'ince' seul peut donner ;
nul commerce; nulles manufactures, nuls projets 
atiles pondepays; un engourdisselnent genera) 
qui regne partout; Cependant les princes doni je 
viens de parler n'avoient que des momens pour ces: 
objets, ollles Belnois ont eudes siecles. Que 
n'auroient ils pas fait, cesgrands hommes; tare
Inept tl'anquiiles sur Ie tr6ne;· si pendant deux cell's 

,douze ans, iI! ngeussent eu que des voisins pa:ci~ 
fiques, et des peuple! soumis? J ~"1Il'en r3:ppoite 
i\ VOUs m~me. Indiquez cioi ,quelque etablisse-' 
ment vraiment utile que vous ·deviez 'aiI'sQuverain., ' ' 
Mais ne ni'indiquez']>as l'acadei'nie "de Lausanne;. 
femMe par des -vues de devotion; dans :13. chaletif 
d'uue reformation, negligee depuis, et to~jouts • 

academie, . 

present so elcasing a picture. 'There the arls still languish,. for 
\rant of thoR ~ncouragemellts which princes only can. bestow: 
the country is still destitute of commerc~ and manufactuJ:esl .we 
hear not of any' projects for promoting the Pl!blic prosperity: 'we 
see nothing but the m!uks of an universal lethargy., Yetthe 
princes. above, mcntione.d bad but m"Oments ~or executing thei~, 
great designs j the sena'tors of Berne have had ages~' What bene: 
lits might not those patriotic ki!1gs have confllrr~d on their s,ub., 

. joets, if, instead o(having their throlles contiDlially shaken by war 
and .sedition, they had enjoyed during t~vo centuries tIle a,dvan~ 
tage of having loyal iubjectS and p8.f=ilic neighbours? 1 appeal 
to yourself; point outa. single useful .establishment ~hich tlitS 
Pais de Yaud owes .to tbe sovc;reignty of Berne: b.ut do not tell 
me ot the llcademy of Lausanne, founded o~ motives of reljgion 
.d,!-ring thcz~l of.rtfonp,ation, but sin~~ t(Jtall,)' neglected,tho!lgh a 
. YO,. II.' . C .' .- . ;worthy 
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academie, quolque un dignemagistrat de cette 
ville, proposat de l'eriger en universite. 

Non cen'est point une politique peu eclairee 
qui (ait agir vos maltres. Je connois trop leur 
habilete. . Mais un monarque aime egaIement tous . 
ses sujets. Les citoyens d'um'l ville capitale voyent 
au contraire d'un reiIjaIoux I'agrandissement des 
provinces. Si eUes s'elevent, disent iIs, nous tom
bons. Nos egaies pour les l~mieres 'et les riches~s, 
elles voudroient bient6t l'etre en pouvoir. Rap
peUez VOllS l'an 1685. La .mauvaise politique de' 
Louis XIV. expatria la partie la plus industrieuse 
de ses sujets; nne ~uItitude se refugia dans Ie 
Pays de Vaud. . 11 etoit prochain, il etoit Fran
~ois~ Ils ne demandoient qu'un asile, .et l'auroient 
paye au poids de 1'0r par les richesses, et les arts 

pIns 

worthy magjst~ate of that city proposed th~ laudable design of 
. erecting it into an university. <. ..'. 

Your masters err not through ignorance. They' are not defi
cient, I know, in ·Jlolitical abilities. But while .-prince treats 
with impartial bounty aU his subjects, the citizens of an aristo
cratical capital are apt to behold with je·alousy the improvement' 
oCtbe provinces.: Their elevation,they think, must pave the way 
for their own downfal i and if they become their equals in point 
of knowledge and riches, they will soon be tempted, they imagine, 
to aspire at an equality with themselves in power. Recsl to me
mory the year one thousand six hundred and eighty-five; wben 
tbe wretcbed policy of Louis tbe Fourteenth drove from tbeir 
country the most industrious portion of his· subjects, many of 
whom sought refuge in tbe Pais de Valid i a neighbouring district, 
and speaking their o~n language. They requestel! only an asy~ 
lum, the benefit of which they would richly have repaid by the 

wealtb 
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plus pr~cieulC que leI richesses; qu'ils vails .appol"-t 
toient. Mais ici la politique pal'tiale des. '.Bemois . 
• 'epouvanta. "Si nous. faisons par~iciper ces 'fngi
tifs. a notre droit de Bourgeoisie,. la fortune nous 
lera commune; mais comm~nt ~lever des mortel$ 
au rang des dieux? ~i nous les laissons ctmfondus' 
parmi nos sujets,no$ sujets recueilleront:1e fruit 
de leur industl'ie." Ils conc1urent enfin avec l'a.m.:-, 
bassadeur de POl'senna-

. ..:...- Qu'il vaut mieox, qu'UD r:oi sut Ie tr~ne afferm~ . 
Commande ;1 des 8ujets, ml!lheureuK; mais Iloumis~ 
Que d'llvoir ;1 dompter, au sein de l'abondance; 
D'un pellple trop heureux l'indocilearrogance. 

ees exiles, lasd'essuyer des refus, 00. ils-devoieirt 
s'attendre a des prieres, passerent en Hollande, en 
-Prusse, et en Angleterre, ou les sou.verains savoient 
;niieux profiter de cette .occasion unique. II eli, 
l"esta nne pal~tie dans Ie Pays de Vaud, mm eetoit 

la 

wealth wbich they brought 'vith them, and their skill in' manWo 
factures, still more' valuable. But tlie narrow policy. of Berne 
took the alarm. "If we make these men citizens of Berne, their 
interests will coincide witb our oWO;. But is it tit that,mortals 
.hould be raised to the rank of gods? Iftbey are mixed with the 

.' ,nasS of our subjects, our subjects will be enriched by ~heir illl. 
dustry." 'They cOllcluded therefore, with the ambassadors Of 
Porsennar-" that it waa more desirable for a prince to govern a 
poor but submissive people, than to contend with the unruly pasi
,ions of meopampered by prosperity:' . 

The emigrants, disgusted at being repeatedly refused what: they 
pught to-have been requested to accept, travelled to Holland, 
'J'russia and England, whose rulers' had the gooa sense to avail 
themselves afao emergency as favourable as it was singul!lr. A 
part of them .indeed remained in the Pais de Vaud, but the 

. . c 2 poorest 
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la partie la plus pauvre, et la plus' falneante, qui 
n.'avoit nile moyen, ni la volonte d'aller plus loin. 

A peine ces malheureux comm(,l1~oient ils a ou· 
blier leurs souffrances passees que l'experience leur 
fit sentiI', 'que POUl: fuir les persecutions, il faut 
fuir les hommes.· La partie souveraine de l'etat 
avoit SlICe avec Ie lait, toute la durete du syst~me . 
de Calvin,tMologien atrabilaiI'e, qui aimoit trop la 
liberte, pour souffrir que les Chretiens portassent 
d~autres fers que les siens. D'ailleurs sa conformite 
avec les idees d'un celebre philosophe, ·interessoit 
l'honneur du nom Allemand a Ie soutenir. COQ1me 
les sentimenss'etoient adoucis dans Ie Pays de 
Vaud, enproportion avec les mreurs, il faUoit y 
envoyer des formulaires, et des inquisiteurs, destines 
a faif(~ autant d'hypocrites qu'ils 'pourroient, non a 
la verite pai Ie fer et Ie' feu, mais par les menaces 
.et les. pl'ivations·d'emploi. 

En 
poorest and the idlest, who had neither money norspirit to tnlYel 
farther. 

These unhappy fugitives had no sooner begun to forget.their 
past sutrerings"than they learned by fatal experience that, in order 
to avoid persecution, it was necessary to fly from the-society of 
men. The sovereigns 'of the count.ry in which they had settled 
had imbibed the severe system of Calvin, Ii stcrn theologian, who 
loved liberty too well, to endure that Christians should wear any 
other chains than those impllsed by himsclf. His gear conf6Imity 
in opinion with a celebrated German philosopher, interested the 
hono\lr of the German name in supporting his doctrines. But in 
the' Pais. de Vaud the asperity of religious opinions had~()ftenell' 
\vith the improvement of society. It became necessary. therefore, 
to send thither formulns and inquisitors, designed to make as.mant' 
hypocrites as possible, not indeed by fire 81ld sword, but by threats 
As!,1 lIenosition from olltc~. . 

III 
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En soutenantles droits de l'humanite, je n'outre 
point les maximes de lato!erance. Je veux bien 
·que. Ie magistrat ne distribue les recompenses du 
public, qu'a. ceux qui enseignent la re1igiondu 
public .. Je he lui ·defends pas. m~me de contenir 
dans Ie silence ces novateurs trop hat'dis qui vou
droie~t eclairer I.e peuple' sur certains objets ou 
"'erreur fait son bonheur.. Mais que Ie souverain 
se pr~tant avec chale,ur aux minuties theologiques, 
decide des questions qu'on ne peut decider, assur& 
lllent il est absurde. Qu'imposant des confessioni 
-de foi, il ne laisse a. des pasteurs vieillis . d;l.ns Ie 
ministl!re, et qui ne demandoientqu'a. se taire, 

. que Ie' choix du mensongeou de la mendicite, 
·ass·urement il est injuste. Mais la persecutiOll 
cessa.Qui la fit cesser? Un sentiment de hQnte r 
les larmes des sujets?ou bien Ia crainte qu'inspira 
l'entreprise d'un Davel, enthousiaste ilest vrai, 
mais enthousiaste pour Ie bien .public? Encore 

meme 

In Rupporting the rights of man, I would not carry too far .the 
maxims of toleration. It. is just·, that public. rewards should be. 
-bestowed only 011 those who teiu:h the religion of the public ;.and . 

• those bold innovators, who would impart a dangerous light to the 
people; may very properly be restrained by the arm of the magis
trates. But it surely is absurd, that the sovereign should inter. 
fere in theological minutilB, and take part warmly in' questions 
whicb are incapable of being decided. It is particularly unjust, 
that he should impose confessions of faith on old mini~ters, whit 
wish to avoid disputation;· leaving them the lIJiserable alternative 
of falsehood or beggary. But this persecution has now ceased. 
What put an end to it? It was not shame; nor the tellrs of the 
people, but the bpldness of Dayel, that meritorious enthusiast. 

c 3 Even 
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tn~me i1 regne a Lausanneutie inquisition'sourde; 
Les noms d' Arminie» et de Socinien remplissent 
encore ces lettres OU de tres honn~tes gens rendent 
,compte'i\ leursprotectcurs des sentiniens de lC~urs 
concitoyens; et c'est s:u.ivant ces indices que les 
places se distribuent. 

,Jeyiens,non pas, 'd'ept.liser, maisd'indiquer 
quelques defauts qui se trouvent dans ,votre puis-
tlam;e legislative. Passons' a l'executrice. Celle
d est la' fOl'cepublique,. comme l'autre est ia 
volonte publique. Mais un. seul corps, un seul 
homme, peut deIiMrer et decider pour to ute une 
nation. It ne peuf tout seul agir pour ,e1Ie. 
L'administration p6Iitique, composee d'un nombre' 
infini de branches,. veut .qu'un· grand nombre 
d'officiers, soumis les uns aux autres, s'employent 
a faire jouer la machine a 'laquelle Ie maitre ne 
peut que donner Ie mouvement general. Les pon,. 

neurS1 

Even to the present day, a secret inquisition still reigns at Lau
sanne; where the names of Arminian and Socinian are often m,en
tioned in the letters written by' very honest people to their patrons 
of Berne; and offices are often given or withhilld !lccording to the 
reports made of the religious tenets of the candidates. 

Having made these strictures on your legislature, whicQ by ne 
means exhaust the subject, I proceed to co~sider the defects of 
your executive power; which is th~ public force, as the legislatu~ 
ought. to be the public will. But & single council, or a single' 
man, may deliberate and'resolve for & whole nation; the execu
tive powc.'r, on the contrary, requires the exertions of many: as it 
is composed of a great variety of branches, many officers, sabor
dinate one to .. the. other, .lI\liSt actuate the different parts of the' 
machine, to whith the chief·tnagistrate can only communicate the 

I fi~ 
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neun, et les avantages, que les loix attachent a 
cesemplois, doivent ~tre ouverts a tOlJS les citoyens, 
que leurs talens et leur education ont mis en etat 
de les remplir. Les fardeaux leur ~ont co~muns 
.a tous, les recompenses doivent ntre aus!!i.' Un 
gouvemement monarchi,qlle satisfait aisem~nt 1, 
ces justes pretensions. A.l'exception de quelques 
courtisans, qui approchent la, persoime du prince 
d'assez pr~s, P<?lJr substituer,la flatterie aux services, 
tous ses sujetS lui sont egaux. D~s qu'un homm~ 
a du merite, ou, si l'on, vetit de la faveur, on ne lui 
demandepoints~il est Normand ou Proven~at 
D'Epcmon etoit Gascon; Riche1ieu, Champenois; 
Mazarin, , Romain. Mais dans les republioues 
aristocratiques, les souverains COmpOSe!! de toute 

, une ville veulent ~tre Iegislateurs en 'corps, et par
tager entreeux en detail tOlls tes empk)is ~onside7 

1 ",' " " , rabIes. 

first general movement. The honours and emoluments legally 
attached to such o,ffices, ought to be open' to aIt those citizen~ who 
are properly qualified for discharging them. Each individual, as 
he bears II. share of the public burdens, is entitled also to a. &,hare 
of the public rewards. Thisjust arrangement is easily maintained 
in monarchies; whe,re, with the exceptio~ of a few 'courtiers, 
who, by being continually about the prince's person, have an 
opportunity of substit,Uting flattery in~tead of real services, all the. 
inhabitants of the kingdom are treated ~ith comparative equitx_ 
In France, provided a man has court-favollr or merit, the questiop 
is never asked whether he comes from Provence or Norm!lndy~ 
Jj'Epemon was born in Gascony; Richelieu, in Champagne; 
Mazarine .. in Rome. But in aristocratical r~publics, the citizena 
of one town are not contented with being sovereigns collectively, 
unless they individually appropriate all offices of honour or erne-

c 40 '. lument. 



rabIes. Les talens, les Jumierc5, dans votre paySt 
sont inutiles· penu:, qUiconquc n'est pas, ne Bernois, 
et dans UIL autre sens its. sont egalement inutilc9 
pour qui Test.Le sujet se'voit cOhdamne par sa 
naissalice aramperdans une honteuseobscuritl:: 
Le 'clesespoir Ie saisit; ilneglige' ce qui ne Ie petit 
mener q rien~ et Ie grand homme ne ~evient qulun 
hOIDll1e agreable. Si je. parlois de faire pal'ticipel' 
les sujets,' au~ Bailliagcs, .les BcrnQis cl'ieroient au 
sacril~ge; lesBailliages sont Ie patrimoine de l'etat; 
etnous soml11es l'etat. II est vrai'qu'on vous laisse 
les Lieutenances Baillivales ; l11ais vous savez assez 
qu'on 'Y m~le certaines stipulations, de fa~.on que, . 
si Ie nouveau l11agistratne vit pas quelque tel11s~ 
sa fal11Hleperd au march6. 

( 

Prives. 

lument. In the canton of Berne talents and information are not of, 
the smallest use to anyone who is not born in the capital; and in 
another sense they arc useless to those born tbere; because they 
must ma~e their way witho~lt them. Th!:ir subjec~ in th~ ral~ 
de Vaud are condemned, by the circumstances of their birth, to a 
condition of shameful obscurity. :rh('y naturally become, there~ 
fore, ,n prey to despair; and neglecting to cultivate talents which 
they can never enjoy an opportunity to display; those who had 
tapacities for becoming great men are contellted' with making 
themselyes agreeable COmpll!liops. Should I propose that the 
subjects obtained a right to hold the lucrative employments o( 
Baillis, or governors of district5, tITe aristocratical families of Berne 
woulcli:hink lIIe guilty of a crime little les's than sacril('ge. '" 'fhl? 
emoluments of these offices form the patrimony of the 5late; an~ 
we are the state." It is true, that you in the pai, de Vaud may be 
d~puties to the Baillis; but the advantages b('ionging'to that su~ 
ordinate magistracy are obtained on certain conditions, which,. 
unless the holder of the office lives a. certain number of years, 
fenders his ~ilrgain a vcry b"d olle for his family;' ' , 

Wha\ 
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Pl'ivC;s de ressources, que I'esteil aux gentilshoffio~ 
nlCS du Pays de Vaud? Ie sel'viceetranger. MaJs 
vn n'a pas manque de.1eur rendrc ce~te carriere des 
plusepincuscs, et de leur y fermer l'acces .des 
grades un PC\!. eleves. J e nc dirai rien du brillant 
aervice de France. Les depenses sOl1t inevitabIes, 
et Ia paye si modique que l'enseigne se ruine, Ie 
«:apitaine vit a peine, et m~me Ie colonel· ne peut 
amasser. Ainsi vous devez beriir Ie !loin paternel 
du souverain qui adressetoutes les capitulations, 
de manicre a ne vous pointintrofluire en tentation. 
'N e parlons que du servi<;e des Etats Gener~ux, sel'
:viCf; plus utile que riant, ou ron s'~nnuye et s'en
l'ichit. Par Ie traite de 17]2, le·Canton de Berne 
accorda vingt qllRtre compagnies a.leurs· Hautes 
Puissances~ et prom it de permettre qu'on en fit. 
toujours des l'ccrues dans leurs etats. Seize Com
pagnies etoient delltinees aux Bernois, et les souve-

rams 

What encouragement is then left for. the gentleQlen of the Pais 
ele Vaud? That of foreign service. But totbem, even tbis\roact 
to preferment is extremely difficult, and to attain the higher ranks 
is impossible. I speak not of the brillh~nt service or I,'ranc/:: in 
that country, expense is unavoidable; the ensign is l'uined, the 
captain can scarcely live, and the colonel cannot save money. 
You are tberefore obliged to the paterilal care of the rriagistrates 
of Berne, whose treaties for'suppl,Ying troops to France do notle«d
you into temptation: Let us only consider the service of Hol
laud, a service more profitable th;tn showy, ·whe.<e officers 'have 
nothing. to do bilt to grow rich. ny the treaty of 1712, the 
Canton of Berne granted the use oftwe!ity~follr Cotl1pallies to their 
IIigl\ Mightines~es. and promised that they should always be 
IIlIowed to recruit them in their territories. But the command 
of sixteen of those c.ompanies was engrossed by the citizens of 

. Berne,. 
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'.rains partageoient avec leurs sujets les ,huit autres 
compagnies, dont on daignoit laisser,l'entree ou
verte a ceux ci: ainsi it. ne supposer Ie credit des 
Bernois qu'egal a celui des sujets, pour, p~rvenir a 
ces. huit dernieres compagnies, ce peuple ,roi en 
possederoit toujours vingt, sur vingt quatre. La 
proportion est honn~te,si ron fait attention qu'il 
y a dans Ie Canton pres de cent mille hommes en 
etat de porter lesarmes, dont il n'y en a pat ,huit 
cens, bourgeois de Berne. D'ailleurs les petits 
bourgeois,. a qui ce nom seul inspire de la fierte, 
aiment mieux. croupir dans la misere a Berne, que 
de se faire par leur travail un etat vraihlent respeo-

,table. Ainsi dans to_utes ces troupes, je doute 
qu'on puisse trouver cinquante Bernois qui fie soi
ent pas officiers. 

(ks malheurs, me dites vous, ne sont que pour 
les gentilshommes; c'est a dire, pour la partie la 

,plus 

Berne, ,and the remaining eight were left common between them 
and ,heir subjects ~. the Pais de Vaud. On the supposition, 
then, that the interest of bOlh classes of candidates for those com
panies is equal, the sovereign people will obtain four.out of the 
eight, and twenty out of the whol~ twenty-four. This 'proportion 
appears the more unreasonable, when it is considered that in the 
canton ~here are above an hundred 'thousand men fit to bear arms, 
of whom scarcely eight hundred are citizens of perne. Besides-, 
the poorer classes of citizens, proud merely of this title, prefer 
living in idleness at Berne to honourable exertions abroad" by 
which they might better their comlition. j doubt, therefo're, 
whether fifty citizens of Berne, who are not officers, will be found 
in the whole of the Swiss Dutch troops. 

These inconveniences, you will tell me, are only felt by men 
of family; that is to say, by the most respectable, but least nu

merous, 
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plus respectable, mais la moins. nombreuse~ des. 
citoyens. lIs s'evanouissent dans ces maximes ge
nerales et egales que VQUS venez d'etablir. La 
tyrannie.de vos Baillis s'y evanouit eUe aussi? Le 
'peuple, nom sieher al'humanite, en sent tout Ie 
joug.. Je ne vous conterai point des histoires de 
leurs oppressioB.s. V ous me ehieaneriez s~r la. 
verite des faits; et p.uis vous toe diriez; qu'il,ne faut 
jamais conc1ure du particulier au general, ·et vous 
alJriez raison. II vaut mieux faire sentir l'etendue 
de leur pouvoir, et ~isser a votre eonnoissance do: 
creur humain, a juger de--fusage qu'ils en font. 
Chaque Bail1~ est a. la fois chef dela justice, de la 
miliee, des finances; et de la religion. ' Comme 

, juge, il decide sans appel jusqu'a la somme de cent 
francs, somme tl'~9 1Dodique' pour vous, mais qui 
fait la. fOltune d'un paysa~;- et il dt~ide seu1; car 

ses 

merous, portion of the community; and they disappear amidst 
the general e~uity and impartiality of the ~blic administration. 
But does the tynmny of the bailiffi disappear also? -The people, 
a name so dear to humanity, feel the full weight of their oppres
.ion. I will not have recourse to particular e~amples; because 
you might call in question' the authenticity of facts, or objeCt 
with reason, that general conclusions are not to be drawn from 
particular principles. I shall be contented wlth'po~ting out the 
extent of their power, and leave to your own knowledge of hu~ 
man nature -1.0 infer the abuses with which it must be accompa .. 
nied. In his own- district every bailitf is at the head of religion, 
of the law,. the army, 'and the finances. As judge, he decides, 
without appeal, all CflUSCS to.the amount of an hundred' franks; a 
lum of little importance to a gentleman, but which often mak~ 
the.whole fortune of a peasant; and he decides alone, for the , -.. . . .wce 
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-ses assesseurs n'ont pas voix ponderative. I1 donne, 
ou plut6t il vend, presquetous les emplois'dans 
son· bailliage. .. Si ron veut appeller, de ses seTh
t¢nces, il n'y a plus de tribunal a.Moudo:a; il faut 
aller a Berne, et quel paysanveut -'se ~uiner ala 
poursuite de lajustice? ,S'il.cherche encQ1'ea faire 
p'Unir son" tyran, il demaride' l'entree en 'Conseil. 
,L'Avoyer l'accorde; peut~~b'e avec beaucoup de 
difficulte; et a force de, fatigues et de depenses il 
parvient a pouvoir plaider devant. un tribunalIi6 
avec son baillif par Ie sang, et plus encore par nne 
conformitede forfaits, ou d·inter~ts . 
. Votre pays cst epuise par les impots, tout mQ'o 

diques qu'ils sont. Dcveloppons cet~e idee. Pen~ 
daut que les pays les plus liches de l'Europe s'aby". 
ment de depel).ses et de dettes, et mettenten reune 
des moyens, qui feroie~t trembler Ie plus hardi dis-

" . sipateur, 

voice of his assessors has not any weight in the scale." He confers, 
or rather he sells, all the employments in his district. When the 
injured paI'ty wisber'to appeal from his sentence,' liS there is no 
court of justice at Moudon, he is obli,ged to' remove the'cause to 
lkrne r and how few peasants can bear this expense l, But if his 
eagerness to punish his tyrll-nt carries him lhither, it is not with
out ~any difliculties oh his p~j.t. that the Avoyer, or chief magis.: 
trate, grants him admission iJilo the council; wber~, lifter aU his 
trouble, and expense, he is finally allowed to plead his cause 
before a tribunal, the members of which are connecte$l with his, 
oppressor by the ties of b.1ood, and still more 'by 1\ conformity of 
interests aDd ~rimes" 
" Your taxes, moderate as they are, exhaust the country. T~is 

observation requires to be explained. While the gn'at kingdoms 
of Europe, loaded with expenses and "debts, are drivcn to expc-' \ 

. dients which would alarm the wildest pl:"Odigal, Bemc is the only 
state 
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lIipateul', Ie Canton' de Berne est Ie seul qui amasse· 
des tr~sors. Le secret de l'etat est si bien gard~ 
qu'il est difficile de Ie devineI'. Stanian, ambassa .. .' 
deur d'AAgletelTe a Berne; qui avoi~ un esprit 
d'observation· et de grandes fa~ilites pour ~e Men 
informer, estimoit, il y a quarante ans, Ies sommes 
qu'il avoit dans les fonds publics de Londres a trois 
cens milles livres sterling, ou sept millions; ~t tout 
ce qui etoit reste dans Ie tresor de Berne, ou dis
perse dans les autres banques de l'Europe, a dix huit 
cens mille livres sterling, ou quarante trois mil
iions. On peutcroire que ces tresors n'ont pa$ 
diniinues depuis. ran . 1722. Le moyen que Ie' 
Canton employe POUI' s'enrich) .. est tres simple. II 
depense beaucoup moins qu'il ne re~oit. 'Mais que 
re~oit il? J c l'ign9re; mais je vais tacher de Ie 
deviner. Les doqze bailliages du ~~ys de Vaud 
re}1dent dans leurs six ans, a peu pres cinq· cens 

mille< 

etate which has amassed a large treasure. The secret has been so 
well kept, that it is not easy to ascertain its amount. ·Stanyan~ 
the British envoy at Berne, a man inquisitive and possessed of good 
means of ' information, estimated forty years ago the money be'
longing to that republic, in the English funds, at three hundred 
thousand pounds, or seven millions of Swiss livres; and the sums 
remaining in the treasury of Berne, or dispersed through the ~ther 

. funds or banks of EurQpe, at eighteen hundred thousand pounlls 
sterling, Of forty-three millions Swiss. These treasures'have not 
probably diminished since the year 1722. 'The Canton -enriches 
itsel£ by the simple means of receiving much and expending little • 

. Bu~ what is the amount of its receipts? I know 110t, but I will 
try to disCover it. The twelvil bailiwics, or districts, of ~ Pais 
ae '\Taud pay,. one with another, during the 5ix years that they' are , 

governed 
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mille Jivres de Suisse, les uns portant les autres. 
, Le revenu de douze, p~ut done monter a un mil. 
lion de livres de rente. J'ai' toujo)lrs entendu dire 
que lesBaillis premient Ie dix pour cent sur les 
revenus du souverain. Le voila. done ce revenu 
d'un million par annee. En rabattant les cent 
mille livres des Baillis, je compterois encore cc;nt 
mille ecus pour les 'charges'de l'etat, ce qui n'est 
point line supposition batie en l'air~ Les autres 
deux cens mille ecus,qui, dans un autre pays" four
lliroient a .l'entretien d'une COul" et d'une armee, 
dont les depenses feroient retomber sur la tene la 
l'osee qui en etoit tin~,e, vont ici s"enfouir d.ans le~ 
coffres du' souveraiu: ou se disperser dans les 
banques publiques, et precaires de l'Europe, pour 
~tre un jour une proye ' a l'infidelite d'un commis, 
ou al'ambition d'un conquerant. Cette perte' con-

.' , tinuelle 

governed' by the same magistrate, five hundred thousand Swiss 
Ii vres. The contributions, ' therefore, of all the tweI ve amount to 
a: million of livres annually. I have always been told thatthe 
bailiffs, or' governors, retain ten per cent. on the revenues raised 
within their respective jurisdictions. The million of revenue, 
diminished by an hundred thousand livres cons limed in the ap
pointments of the lJailiffo, is' reduced to three hundred thousand 
crowns; of which ,one hundred thousand may be allowed for the! 
expenses of the state, a sum not chosen at random; and the other 
two hundred thousand crowns, which in other countries would be' 
employed in the maintenance of a court amI army .. whose incomes
:would circulate through the general mass of the -people on whoni 
~bey ha_d been raised, are here buried in the coffers of the sove
reignty, or dispersed through the precarious banks of Europe, to 
become one day a prey to the knavery of a cl'9k, or the ambitioD 

, of 



~DW ARD ,GIBBO¥, ;EsQ, 

tinuelle des esp~ees eteint l'industrie, emp~ehe 
tout effort;, qu~ ne se peut faire S;l.~ argent, et apo
pauvrit insensiblement Ie pays. 

Tels $ont vos maux; Monsieur. Eh ,bien!m~ 
repondez vous, n'lj.vez vous sonde nos playes qu~ 
pour en aigrir.la 'douleur ? Quel conseil nous dOli., , 
nez ,.vpus? Aueun, si vous ne m'avez pas dej~. 
prevenu. 11 y a une vPyt; que je puis vous, con"! 
seiller, c'est eelle de Ia;remontrane-e. Mais il y a
des maux tellement enraeinesdans Ill. eonstitqtion 
d'un etat, que Platon lui m~m~ n'eut pas espere du 
succes pour une pareille deputation. N e ti~ndront 
ils pas contre Ies remontrances, eux qui ont pu 
tenir contre deux cens ans de fidelite et de services? 
II y a un autre ,remMe .plus prompt, plus entier, 
plus glorieux: Guillaume Tell vous l'eut conseille; 
mais je De vous Ie conseille point. Je sais· que' 
l'~sprit du citoyen; comme eelui de la ,fharite, 

souffi·e 

of a conqueror. This continual absorption of specie exti~guishcli, 
jndustry, deadens every enterprise that requires the aid of money; 
and gradually-impoverishes the country. . 
, These, Sir, are your hardship~. But I ihink you 'will say to 

me, "Have you thus probed. our wounds merely to make us feel 
their smart 1 What advice do you give us i" None, unless you 
bave already anticipated it. I would indeed advise you to remon~ 
strate. But there. are· evils so del!ply rooted in governments, that 
Plato himself would despair of curing them. What could you ex
pect to obtain from those. masters by remonstrances, who bavo 
remained during two centuries insensibl~ to the merit of your faith~ 
fuI servi~e'l 'There is. another remedy, mpre pro~pt, ~ore pc .... 
feet, and more glorious. William Tell would baye prescribed it; 
I do Dot. I know that the spirit of a good citizen is, like that oC 
charity, long-suffering, and, hoping all things. ,The citizen is in 

t~e 
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souffre beaucoup, et espere Ipngtems; II a raison. 
Il connoitles malhc::.urs attaches a la soumission. 
11 ignore ceux. que la resistance poufroit entra.iner. 
Vous, qui me connoissez, l\Ionsieur, vous savez 
cOl~nbienje respecte ces principes amis de la paix et 
des hommes., Tribun sMitieux, je ne chercherai 
jamais aJairesecollerau peuple Ie joug de l'auto
rite, pour Ie conduire du murmure, a'la sedition ; 
de la sedition, a· l'anarchie; et de l'anarchie, peut
~tre, aq d~spotisDle. 

Cependantavec la franchise, qui: a partout con
duit rna plume, je vais detruire quelques monstres 
de romans, qui vous peuvent effrayer. Que YOUS 
'pI:eferiez Ie parti de l'enterprise ou celui du repos, 
je voudrois que ce rut la raison, et,non Ie prejuge. 
qui vous dictat ce parti. " , 
les~e~ois ont les drpits ,sur VQtre obeissance ; 

volis , q:aigne~ de leur faire line",injustice en la 
retirant. 

. 
the right; since he knows the evils resulting from his submission, ' 
but knows h~t the greater" evils which might be produced by his 
'resistance. You know me too 'ivell to be ignorant how much I 
respect those principles, so friendly to the interests of peace and 
of human kind. I w,ill neYer, ill .the language of ,a'seditious trio 
bune, persuade the people to shake off th~ yoke of authority, that 
they may proceed from murmur to sedition, from sedition to ' 
anarchy, and from anarthy perhaps to despotism. , 
, Yef, with the freedom which has hitherto guid~d my pen,l will 

endeavour to destroy somlt giants of romance, which might other~ 
wise inspire yuu with vain terror. Whethl'r you prefer the road 
of bold enterprise ~r cautious repose, I wish that reason', not pre
judice;' should dictate your choice. • .' , 

,'fhe magistrate~ of Berne have a right to expect your obedience; 
you fear to do them wrong in withholding it. 
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.lJfr. GIBBO~. tll .lJ!rS.POR',l'El!. 
I;>U:a.. MADAM,. DLusanne, 1756. 

FEA.R no reprQach~s for your negligence,· h~w-, 
ever great; for· yoursiletlce, however, long. J, 
love you too well to make you any. Nothing, inl 

my oyinion, is so ridicUlous as some kind offriends,· 
wives, and lovers, who look on' no_ .crime as .50' 

heinous as the letting slip a post without writing. 
The.charm .of friendship is liberty ~an4' he that 
would-destroy the one, destroys, without .design-: 
ing it, the better half of the other. I cO,Plpare 
friendship to charity, and letters to alms; the.laslt 
signifies no\h,ing without the :first, and very often' 
the first ~svery stlOng, although it does not shew' 
itself by the other. . It' is, not good-will whicll is: 
. wanting, it ii only opportu~ities or means •. .How..;' 
ever, one month--two nionths..-,.three.mou.ths-:-four 
months--I began not to be angTy;' but to be uneasy,. . 
for fear soine accidel).t had' happened to you. I 
was often ~on the pOint of writing,. but was alwayS" 
stopped by the hopes Qf hearing from' you the next 
post. Besides, not to flatter you,yourexctise is a 
very bad one. You cannot entertain me hy'you;, 
letters., 1, think I ought to ktlow that better than. 
you; and;I assure you that one'of your plain sin-. 
cere letter¥ entertains me more' tLin the 'most po
lished ~me of Pliny or Cicero. r .'Tis 'our heitrt 
speaks" and I look on yout heart as much better in , 
its way than eitner of their heads. .... ,. 

VOL. II. :,., 'Out 



Out of pure politeness' I ought to talk of . "" ... 
I "" _.. .. * .. before myself.. I was some hours 

with him in this place, that is to say, almost all 
th(: time he ,vas 'here. I 'find him always .. "" 
""... • to '" _... .. ,al way.s good-natured, always' 
amusing, and always trifling., I asked him some 
questions abo,ut Italy; he told me; he hurried out 
of it as'soon as he could, because there was n() 
Fnmchcomedy, and he did not-love the Italian 
opella. . I let slip some words of the pleasure-he 
would have of. seeing his native country again, on 
account of the services he could render her in par- ' 
liament.' "Yes, (says he,) I want vastly to be at 
London; there are three years since I have seen 
Garriek." He spoke to me of you, and'. indeed not 
only w~th consideration, but with affection. :Were. 
there nothing else valuable in his chatacter,. I 
should love bim; because' he loves • you. He told 
l,ue h~ intended to see you as s'oon as he shollld be 
in .England; I am, glad he has kept his word. I 
was so' taken up w~hmy old friend~ that I could 
not spe~k a word t~ "" •• ... • •. He ap
pe~red, however,. a goOO, sensib~e, . modest young' 
man. POOl: Minorca 'indeeq, thus lost!: but poor 

-Englishmen who have lost it~. I think ,the second, 
exdamation still stl'onger than., t11e firstr Poor 
Lord Torrington!.' I tan't help pitying hiill .. What 
a shameful uncle lH~ has! I shall lose aU my opi
nion of iny countrymen, if the, whole nation, 
Whigs, Tories, COUl,tiers, Jacobites, &c. &c. &c. 
are,not unanimous in detesting that man. " Pray 
~i }here ani truth in a 5tOl'y we haa here, of a br&; 
. " . ,', , , , ther 



thet of Admiral Dyng;s having killed himselfout 
of rage and shame, I did not think h~ had.ally 
brothers alive.' It is thought her~ that Byng ,,,ill 
be acquitted. I hope not. Though i.-do nat 
love rash judgments, I cannot help thinking him 
guilty.' i ' 

You ask me, when I shall come mto England? 
How should I know it? The 14th of June I 
wrote to my father, and saying nothil;lg of my 1.f!:i" 

turn, which I knew would have been to no-: pur.;; 
: pose, I desired hi,m to give ,me a fixed allowance 

of 2001. a-year,or; at least, toallow.me a servant. 
No answer., About a fortnighf,~goIl'enewedml 
request; and I cannot yet knmv what will :be 'my 
success. I design, to make a vil'tu~ of nece.ssityi 
to keep quiet during tlli~ winter,and tQ put in use . 
all. my macliines" next, spring, in ordel: to come 
ovet~· I shall write the strongest,an,d :atthe,~ame 
time the most dutifullettel' 1 can ~agin~ to my 
father. If all that produces no effect,: I do~'t kno\v 
what I can do. ' , 
, You talk to me of ttlJt cobsin tUiSOl~"S wedding j 
but you don't say awotd orwllo she.is married to, 
Is it EIliol ?Though you have not, seen my father:_ 
yet, I suppose y011 have heard of him. How was' 
hein town? ,His wife; was she with hhn?, :Hu 
maniage produced any. ch~gell)ent' i~ bi3 way Qf, 
living? Is he to be always at ..Beriton,i Qf .will he 
came up to London ill 'winter?, ,~ray have you 

. . . ,. , 

, .. This tetter is a curious specimen of the degree in whic:h Mr.' 
C;; ibbon ilad lost the English ian,gu~ge in Ii ihort time. . .. , 

]) ~ evet 
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, ever see~ my mother-in~l~nv, or heard any tIling' 
more or her character? Compliments to every 
body that makes me compliments: to the Gilberts, 
to the Comarques, ·to Lord Nuneham} &c. When 

,you see'the' Comarqu'es again, ask them if they did 
not know, at Putney, Monsieur la Vabre, and his 
daughters; perhap~~ you know them yourself. I ' 
saw them lately in this country; one of them very 
well married. 'r 

The Englishman who loages'in bur house, is. ' 
littJe. s.ociable, at least for a reasonable person. My 
healtlr always good, my studies pretty gOod.. I' 
understand Greek pretty' well. ' I have -even some 
kind of correspondence' with severalleamed rilen,. 
with Mr. Crevier of Paris, with Mr. Breitinger of 
Zurich, and with Mr. Allaman<i, a clergyman of 
this 'country, the most reasonable divine I ever 
,knew. Do you never read now? -I ani a little' 
piqued that you say nothing of Sir Charles Grandi': 
son; if you have not read it yc;!t, read it for my 
sake. Perhaps Clariss~ does not encourage you ;' 
but, . in my opinion, it is much superior to Clarissa. 
'Vhen you have read it, read the letters of Madame, 

, de Sevigne tQ her daughter ;, I don't doubt of their 
'being translated into English. They are prop~rly 
what rcalled'in the beginning of my letter, letters 
of the heart; .the natural expressions of a mother's' 
fondness; regret at their being at a great distance 
fron:I one· another,and· continual scheme~ to get' 
together again. All' that, won't it please you? 
There is scarce any thing 'else in six whole' vo
lumes: and notwithstluiding that, few people read' 

., them 
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them without finding them too short. Adieu:' 
my paper is at an end.' ,I don't dare to ten you to 
write soon. Do it, however, if you can. Your's 
affectionately, ' ' 

E. GIBBON. 

lle'O. Dr. WALDGllAV;t· to }:DWARD GIBBO~, 
E~fJ' junior~ , 

\ ' 

Washington, nearStorringtOn. 
Dull. SIB. ' " Dec. 7,1'158. ' 

lIlA vi r~ad nothing tor, ~()Jrie 'tiine (~nd I keep 
J'eading on still), that pas given me so' much plea
sure as y~ur letter,' whi~h "I ~eceived by the last 
post: ., I rejoice a~ your return to your country, 
to your fath{;!r, .and to" the,good prindples of truth 
,and rea~on., Had I in ~he least suspeCt~dyour 
,design of leaving, us, I .~hould immedi~teJy ,have 
put you upoureitding' l\{r. Cp.i11irigwort~'s-Reli
gion of Prote~tants ; any, olle 'page of ~hich is 
worth, aJihrary of Swiss divinity: "It wi11giv~ me 
great pleasure to see'yoll ~t Washington i where'.! 
am, I thank God, very, wellllnd very h~ppy: , ldesir~ 
'my respt;cts to, Mr. Gibb0l:l; aIldam,: w~thvery 
great J'egar~, clear:,Sir, .' .,.. , ", .. " 
, Your most affectionate humble servant, 

, ' ' THO.WAi.n'GltAVi • 
. , - . 

- • Tutor to, Mr: Gibbon when he first went to :r;lagdalen con;~e, 
, Oxford. S, ;'. " , 

". '. 
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./JIr, GiBBON to his! F ATl;l~II... 

1760. 

AN addr~ss in )Vl'mng, ~rom a pers~n who bas 
the pleasure-of being with yoU:'~ev~ryday, may 
~ppear singum. "However, I have preferred this 
~ethod, as upon paper I tan speak without a blush, 
flIid be h~ard witholJt interruption. ,If my letter 
qisp1eas~& iou,)mpute it, dear Sir, Qnly tQ your: 
~el~ You have treated me, not like a son, but 

_like a-friend. Can you be surprised that I should 
commun~<:atet()~ fri~nd, all my thpu~hts, and all 
my desires? Unless t~e,ftiendapprove $em, "let 
,the f;~.th~r never know them; 91' at least, let him 
'know at ,the ~ame time, that however reasonable, 
,~owever eligible, m~ scheme ~ay ,app~ar to. D;).e, I 
'ro~:!1q rathH fQrget It fOf eyer, than caus~ 111m the 

, slight~st u.neasiness~·:· ' , '.'. 
'\Vhetl i 'first ,returned to England; attentive to 

my future interest,Y9~ were so' good as to give me 
'hopes of a ,seat iIi parliament. This seat, it was. 
~uppos~d, woulcl ~e. an expe:p.se pf fiftee~ hundr~d 
f~und~. This deslg~ .fla.tteredm~yamty, as it 
~lg~t enable me to sl111],6 In'SO august an as$embly. . 
lt flattcreq :a nop\er pa5siOI~; l promlsed myself 

'that by the means of tl~is seat I might be one day 
~he instnun~nt ~f SQzn~ good to :ply C;O\lntry. 13ut 
1- soon, perceived how little a. mere 'virtuou~ incli

. F.:l:t~<?Il, ~n.~ssis~~q br talents, could contribute 
, tpward$, 
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to,,'aros that great end; and a very short exami
nation discovered to me~ that those talents had not' 
fallen to my lot: Do not, dear Sir, iinputethis 
declaration.to a. false modesty, the meanest species 
of, pride. Whatever else I may be ignorant of, 1 
think I know myself, and shall always 'endeavour 
to mention my good qualities without vanity,~and 
my defects without repugnance. ,I snall say 
nothing of ' the most intimate 'acquaintance with his 
country and language, so' absolutely necessary'td 
evety senator. Since they ,may' be acquired; to 
allege my deficiency 'in thet:n, would seem only 
'the plea of laziness. But I shall say with great 
truth, that I never possessed that gift of speech~ the 
first requisite of an orator, which;- use' and labour 
may improve, but which nature alone can' bestow. 
That my temper, quiet, retired; somewhat teserved, 
,could neither, acquire popularity, bear up again!it 
opposition, nor mix with; eas~ in the crowds of 
public '.life. ~That even my~g~us (if 'you wi\l 
allow me any) is ootterfJ;ualifiedfof thedelibcrate 
(:ontpositions of th~: closet, .than far :the" extempo;. 
~ary discourses of th.e pa.rliament. 'An utiexpect~d , 
objection'would djS$!o;n~rt" me; 'and as I am inca
pable of explainin~.to,athers, wbat I do not,~ho
;roughlY,)lllderstand myself, 1 should be meditating 
while 'J ~ o~ght to be answering. I. even want 
pecesll!U)' prejudices of pa.rtj;.and'of.nation; ,In, 
popular assemblies, it is often 'necessary to inspile 
t}lem;. and never orator illspiredweU a"passiim, 
which"he did not feel himself.,·Suppose'me ,eveh 
wistaken in 'my own character ; to set out ,with 

. : v4 ilie 



49 ,LETTERS TO AND FROM 
, 

.the repugnance, such an opinion, must produce, 
offers· but ap indifferent prospect. _ BJltl hear you 
say, it is not necessary that every mau,should enter 
into parliament wi1jh . such exalted .hopes. It is- to 
acquire a title the most glorious of any in a free 
-country, and to employ the weightand considera
tion it gives, in the service of one's friends. Such t 

motives, though not glorious~yetarenot dishonour
able; and if we, had a borough in 'our command, if 
youcQuld bring me in without any great expense, 
or if our fortune enabled us to despise that expense, 
then indeed I shot4d think them of the greatest 

. strength.. But with our private fortune, is it worth 
while to purchase at so high a tate, a title, honout
able in itself, 'but which I-must share with every 
fellow that can layout fifteen .hundred pounds? 
,Besides; dear Sir,.. a merchandise is of li~le value 
to the' owner, when he is resolved not.to sell .it. ~ 1 

I should affront your penetrati.gn,did I not SlIP
pose you' now. see the drift of thiS -letter. 'It is 
to. appropriate to anothe~use ',the sum with which 
you destined .to bring me into parliament; to' 
employ it, not in making me greatf but in render
ing me happy. I have often heard you say your
.self, that the a11D~ance you had been so indulgent' 
as to grant me, though. very liberal in regard to 
your, estate, was. yet but small, when compared 
,vith the almo'st necessary· extravagancies of the' 
age. I ha~e indeed found it so, l;lotwithstanding a' 
,good deal.ofeconomy, and anexemptioIi from 
,fnany ~f the common expenses of youth. • This, 
;dear; Sir" w.ould be a. way of supplying th"ese-defi-

ciencies, 
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.cieJ).cies, withou~ any additional e~pense to you. 
, But I forbear. If you thiuk my prop.s!lls reason

able, you want no entreaties ~o engage you to ,com
ply -with them; if. othe:rwis~, alLwill be without 
~ffecL . 

,All that I am ~raid of, dear Sir, is, that I should 
. ,seem not so much asking' a fayour." as this reall'y is, 
as exacting a debt., Aftel' alII can say, you will 
etill.remain the best judge of. my good, and your 
own circumstances. Perhaps, like most landed'. 
gentlemen, an addition to my annuity would suit 

'you .better., than a sum. of money given at once; 
perhaps the sum itself maybe W(),co;nsiderable~ .. 
Whatever yo.ushall think prc:iper'to bestow upon 
,me, .orin whatever manner, will be received with • 
equal gratitude. . 
',I intended to stop here; ,butas I abhor the least 
appeatlmce of aI1j' J think itwi11 be bett~r to lay' 
open my whole scheme at once. The unhappy war 
which noW\' desola~:E~rape, 'Will oblige :me to' 
defer seeing France tilll1 peace. But that reason 
can have no infl1:1ence uptm Italy,.. a country which 
every scholar must long to ~ee; should :you grant 
my reques~ and not disapprove oflriymanner of 
employing your bounty, I'W'Ouldlea.ve EnglaIid 

. this' autumn, aDd pass ,th~ 'w"in t¢f' atf La~sanne 
with: M.: de· Voltaire 'and my old 'friends., 'The 
.armies.no longer-obstruCt my passage, and:. it must 
be iridifferent to yori,' whether· r am·at'Lausatine or 
~t London(dunng the winter,' since I $hall not be 
at Beri"'n. . In, the spring 1 would' cross the Alps, 
)and~after'8ame stay in Italy, as thd war must then 
. ',.::: ... ' .be 
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, be ternlinated, return home through France; to 
live happily with you and my dear mother. I am 
no\v two-and-twenty; a tour must take up a con
siderable t,ime, and though I believe you have no 
thoughts of settling me soon, (and I am~ure I 
have not,) yet so many things may intervene, that 
the man who' ,does not tra~l early, runs a'great 

, risk' of not tra~elling at alk But this part of my 
scheme,as well as the whole;' I .submit entirely to 
you. 

,Pe'rnlit me, dear Sir, to add, that Ido not know 
whether the complete compliance with my wishe1J. 
could increase~y love and gratitude l' hut that l 
am very Sllfe, no refusal could diminish those sen
timents with which I shall ~Iways remain,'dearSit, , 

Your most dutiful and obedient soU: and serVant, , 
E~ GIBBON, junior. 

" 

AIr. MALLET to .!lIr., GIBBON. 

DuR. SIR, 1761. 

\ 1 <:OULD not procure you'~ ticket for the coro~~,: 
tiOll, witly>ut putting you to the expense of. teD. 
guineas .. ' But I now send you something much 
more valuable, which will cost you only a groat. 
'Vhen will your fatner or you be in town? Desire 
Becket t6 senq"me one of your books, well bound, 

Jor myself .. all the ,other copies 1 gave &.way,;as 
Du~eDeieuaIlY drunk out ten. dozen, oLLord 

Bolingbroke's 
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Dolingbroke's Champagne ill his _absence~to your 
honour and glory. I need not tell you that I a1U~ 

, most affectionately,. 
the Major's and your 

very hpmblcserVant, 
, D. MALLET • 

. Tum-over, read, arid be delighted •. 
Let you~ father too read. . . 

J'AI lu avec autant d'avi(iite que desatisfactit>l1 
Ie bon et agreable Oli~rage, dOlltJ'auteurD,l'a fait 
present. Je parle comme si.1\!. Gibbon nem'avoit 
pas loue, et'm~e -un peu trop fort. J'ai IU'Ie 
livre d'un citoye.n du mond~; d'un veritable homme 
de lettres, qui les aime' pour elies memes, sans 
e~ception ni prevention, et qui joint a. beaucoup 
d'esprit, !~ ,bons~ns plus .rare ~ue l'esprit, ainsi 
qu'une irnpartialite :qui Ie 'rend Juste et modeste, 
tnalgre l'impressiort qu'il a du recevoir des auteurs' 
sans nombre .qu"'f-rJ. a his; et tr~s bien Ius. .1'ai done 
devore ce petit ouvrage, auquelje desirerois de ~on 

creur 
• 

, , I 

• :.,r, . • . . ( 

IltEAD with as much eagcfncss as pleasure the excellent and 
>agreeable work withlvhich the author presented me. '1 speak as . 
if Mr', Gibbon ltad not praised me. and th";/.t too warmly. His 
work is that" of a real.,man of letters, who io~es them for tiu:ir ,ow. 
sake., without exception orprejlldice;· and ",po 1l11ites witli much. 
talent the more: precious gift of good Se!lSC, alld. an impartiality 
that displays hjs c~ndo\lt alld justi~e,in spite of the' biaS- that he 
Plustbave received frqm the innumerable authors whom he hIlS 
f~a,d Ilild studied. I ha\'c therefore perused, 'With- thcgreatcst . 

. ~vidity, 
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creur nne plus grande ~tendue,et que je -v'oudrois 
faire.lire ~ tout Ie monde. 

Je temoigne aussi a My Lady Hervey. l'obliga-
tion qne je lui ai~de m'avoir fait connoltre un 

. auteur qui prouvea chaque.mot, que la litterature 
n'est ennemie que de l'ignorance et des travers; 
qui merite d'avoir des .• Maty pour amis, et qui 
d'ailleurs honore et fortifie notre langue par l'usage 
que son esprit en sait faire. Si j'etois plus sl!.vant, 
j'appuyerois sur Ie ril6ite des discussions, et sur la 
justesse des observations. 

CAYLUS. 

GEO. LEWIS SCOTT, Esquire,· to EDW ARD GIBBON, 
.. '. . .' :~ - . , 

Jumor. . ' , . -\ \ 

SUPPOSI~G you settled in quarters, dear Sir, ,1. 
obey your commands, and send you my thoughts, 
relating to. the pursuit of your mathem~tical stu-

avidity, this little work; and wish that it was mOl'e ex~ve; a~d 
read universally. 

i would also express my thanks to Lady Hervey, for making/rne 
acquainted ~"ith an author who proves in every page that learning. 

:is hostile only to ignorance and prejudice-; who deserves to have 
. a Maty for his friend, and who adds honour and strength· to ~ur 
language by the use which he so ably makes of it. Were I more 

·'learned I should dwell on the merit of the discussions, and the 
justness of the' observations. 

• A very able mathematician. 

dies. 
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dies. You told me, you had read Clairaut's Alge
.bra, and the three first books of l'Hop\tal's Gonic 
Sections. You did- not mention the Elements of 
Geometry you had perused. Whatevt!r they were, 
whether Euclid's, or by some other; you ,will do 
well, if you have not applied yourself that way for 
some time past, to go o'Ver them again, and render 
the . conclusions familiar to your memOlY. You 
may defer, however,' a v~ry critical inquiry into the
. principles and reasoning of geometers, till Dr.' 
Simson's new edition. of Euclid' (now in the press) 
appears. I would have you study that book 'well; 
in the mean time recapitulate Clairaut and l'Hopi
tal, so far as you have gone, and th~n go.through 
.the remainder 'of the Marquis's' books with care. 
The fifth book will be ail Introduction to the 
" Analyse dea Infinimentpetits ;"- to :which I 
would advise you to 'proceed,. after' finishing the, 
Coliic Sections;' The Injiniment petits may want 
a comment'{ Crousat has written one, but it is a' . 
wretched performance:- h~ did not understand the 
first principles' of the sCience he undertook to. il{us
¥ate; and his geometry shews, that he did: not 
understand the first principles of geometry. There, 
is;J. posthumous work of 1\1. Varignon's, called· 
Eclaircissemens sur l'Analyse des Injiniment petits. 
Paris, 1725, 4to; This will he often of use to you. 
However, it must be owned, thafthe notion of the· 
Infiniment petits, or Injinitesimals, as w¢ call th~m, 
is too bold an assumption, and too remote froin the 
principiesoftheancients, our masters in geometry.;,' 

. and 
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and: has gi\ien ~ handle to an ingenious authot 
(Berkeley, late Bishop of Cloyne) to attack the 
logic of modern mathematicians. He' has been 

-ans,wered by many, but, by none so clearly as by 
M~·. Maclaurin, in' .his Fluxions1 "(2 vols. in 4to.) 
where you will meet with a collection of the mo.st 
valuable discoveries in .the mathematical and phy~ 
sico-mathematical sciences. I recommend . this 
,author to you i but wb.ethe,r you oughtto read him 
iminediately after 1\1. 'ele l'Hopita}, may be a ques
tion. I think you may be. satisfied at first with 
reading: his introduction, and chap. 1. book I. of 
the grounds of the Method. of Fluxions,' a.nd tl~en 
proceed to chap. 1~. of the same book,§,495 to § 
505 inclusive; where he treats of the Method of, 
Infinitesimals, and of t11e Limits of Ratios. : . You 
may then read chap~ 1. book II. § ·697 ,to § 714 
inclusive; and this you may do immediately after 
rcadiilg the first sectiqn of the Anolysedes In.flni~ 
men! petits: or if you please, you may postpone, a 
critical inquiry into the pri1'-ciples ofIllfillitesimals . 
an~ Fluxions, till you have seen the use and appli~ 
cation of this doctrinein the drawing of Tangents1 

and in finding the l\Iaxima ap.d Minima of Gedme
tl'ica:l Magnitudes. Annat.. des lrtjin. pet. § , ~ .' 
andS. .. 

'Vhen you have read the beginning of l',Hopital's 
4th sect. to sect. 65 inclusive, you may read Mac",: 
laurin's chap. 2, S, and 4; where he fully explains 
the nature 'of these hiO'her orders of Fluxions, and" . 0 

applies the notion to' geometl'ical figures. Your 
principles 
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prhlcipl~s being then finnly established" you may 
finish . AI. de l'Hopital..· .' 
, Your next step must be to. the inverse met'llOd 
of Fluxions, 'call~d by the French calcul integral. 
Monsieur de Bougainville has given JIS a treatise 
lIpon.~his subject, Paris, 1754, 4to .. under the title 
Traite au Ca/cul integra/pour servir de suite a 
l'Analyse a~s In.finiment.petits. You should have 
it; . butthough he explains the methods hitherto' 
found out for, the determination of Fluents froIIl 
given Fluxions, or in the French style; pour,trouver 
/es ill tegrales.des differences donnees; yet as he has 
v.ot sheWn the use and application of this do.etrine • 

. as de l'Hopital did, with respect to that part which 
hetreats of, ,M. de ,BougaiilVi1I~'s~book is, for that 
~easort,· n~t so well ~uited to beginners as. could b~, 
wish~d. YOU! may. therefore take .Cap·6's book in 
4to, printed at Paris, 1700, and entitl~d lIfeeJ/Ode. 
poul')a Mesure des$u,ifaces, &c.},ad'ApplicatiolZ 
duCqlcul integral. Only.l. mus~ . caution ,you 
against dependin3 upon him in his~ourth section; 

. where 1le treats. of the. centre of' oscillation and 
percus~ion; he ,having made several mistakes there, 
as 1\[. de 1\Iairan has she\J("n,p.196.1Jlem. de {'Acad . 

. Royale des Sciences, M~t. Paris, f735., After Carre, 
you.may read Dougainville . 
. ' .1 have reCOJDmended French author$ to,You; 
because you are a thorough master of that language •. 
and ·because, ,by their studying-style and clearness 
of expression, they :seelll to, me best ,adapted to' 
beginners.· Our authors are, often profound and. 
: acute, 
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acute, but their Ia.conis~ns, and neglect of expre~ 
sion; often perplex beginners. I except Mr. Mac
Iaur~n, who is very clear; but then h~ has. such a 
vast variety of matter,. ~that a great part of his 
book is, :on that account, too difficult for a begin
ner. .1 might recommend other authors to you, as 
a course of elements; for instance, you might read 

. l\fr. Thomas Simpson's' G:~ometry, Algebra, Trigo
ilOmetry, and Fluxions ;' aU.which contam a great 
variety of good things. In his Geometry he de~ 
parts from EuClid without a sufficient. reason~ 
However, you may read him after.Dr.· Robert Sim
son's EllClid, or together with it, and take notice 
of what is new: iIi Thomas Simpson. His Algebra 
you' may join with Clairaut; and the, rather that 
Clairaut has been sparing "Of particular problems~ 
and.hai, besides, omit~ed several ,useful. applica
. tions: of Algebra.' Simpson's Fluxions ruay. go 
hand in )land with l'Hopita1, MaClaurin, Carre, and 
Bougainville. , If you come to have ,3, competent 
knowledge of 'these authors, .yOt!. will be far ad
vanced, and you may proceed to the works 'of 
Newton,' Cotes, the Bernoulli's, Dr. Moivre; &c: as 
your in91ination and time will permit. Sir Isaac 
Newton's. treatise of the Quadrature of Curves has ' 
been well commented by Mr. Stewart, and is of 
itself a good institution of Fluxions. Sir Isaac's 
Algebra is commented in several places by Clairaut, 
and in more in MaClaurin's Algebra; and New
ton's famous Principia are explained by the Minim.t 

'./acquirs et Ie. Seur, Geneva, 4 vols. 4to. Cotes is 
explained 
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txpJained by. Don ,W almesldy; '~D' his 'Ana/yslt :del 
~Ieiurel, &c.' Paris~:4ta.i", You.; sec' y.ml, mayi-tiild 
work eitongtL 'But';niy ; paper, bids, nitl s~bsd:ipe 

,rnyself7 dear,Sir,:,;:: 1;;'-: ,t-, ,,:'1. ! ,:" 

I, ','):: "<YOUl'..most obedient servant,: :,:1'" 
!,,~ ,1\,( ,;~,"'li!! .!I, ;) LUEO'J LEWISl.13cbTn 

,:l.vic~SqQ~,l\Li11.~6~;~L ' ",ii,,! ['",;, . , 
, .p .. So> BUfl recollect, t little late; that tlielbooKs 

1 ,Illive mentiOned;, ,excepting,; N ewton's' .Priilaipi~ 
and the: occasional problems.,in: ,.the. re5tJ:tri1a.t .on1y 
of thti aDstr~drpa:ltsd tlidl\fathematia:scl ~d yon 
areJ dllA) ';doubt; <' wi!liJl~, lI:o"I~()k,; into dt:ho~oo~ete 
paJ:ts, .drAy-hi!); liS ,.canedJ\Ilx~d,Mat1:ieniat.OCsr)and 
the .Pl1ysico.-mathem",tic3l Sciences:!! 10£ .. h~8C', th~ 
principbl are,1I lm~eha:nmS,I.i optic&,~ ,and 'as~roJ.ldmY: 
As:to ,'the~ principles;~:ti, Jllecliani~l: M. ·,d'Al6!Dbett' 
has ',recori:lDlend~),M;) 'lTrallaYd's ('.1 p,.jn~ipe$J :du 
:Jlou'Ot:metfL 4' iQi" f Eij1alal!'e,i to,l: begirl:lters;;land 
you c~not 'do: heUeJ: [than ttlstr~.aydhl8: boolo1:: Ttl 
opticsAve't.h-.ye\ Dr.l~inith'S) cOlIi:pl~te.;System;):S 
vols.,400.:':- 1~,wi8Ji ~thougb;'\ w.e: haw a-good, in&tifu->' 
tion, 'short a.ti.d 'dear., ,the:DoctOr~fi .book ehteiing 
into tc!o gre~tlIetails for beg~nneit.-'iHoweye~'you 

, maycom.ider hiS.. fir5~ :bogk,: ofpopnlar ;Treatise<~ >as 
an InstitutioniaIl<Vyoui will: from',th~nce 'kcqaire " 
good deal of "knOWleC1g-el ,: In! astion6nl1 h'ecolli~ 
mend J\I:' J.e;Monnier's tlnl.titutiorzs1 J.tslI'On(J1hiqijes, 

. iD-4tO~i Paris:,; .1746. <'1,lti8 ,11 t~a.nslatiori"fr9m; Reil" 
Astroiioinicat ;~ootureg,::}jnll withc(;)nsiderable '8.ddi~ 
tions .. ,; YoUr' shou;l~h:lilso'; ha:.~e j Cassint's: Elimens 
tf.:Astrollomie, ('~l)vbts~;'4~t "As Jtothe I physical 
,',:.vOL. II. causes 
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,eauses ·of the 'celestial motions, ,after'; having' read 
Maclaurin's account of Sir .Isaac Newton's phi1(; 
sophical Discoyeries,. and Pl'. Pemberton's View 
of Sir Isaac's Philosophy, you may read.thegrt;at 
author.,himself, with. the comment. But if you 
t:ead- Maclaurin's Fluxions throughout, you will 
find many' points of Sir:, Isaac's' philosophy well 
explained there. The theory 'of light and colours. 
·should. be studjed in Sir Isaac himself, in tl~e Eng
. lish edition of his Optics, Svo. there is a brancl~of 
the optical sCiences which 1 .l~ave not mentioned; 
that is, Perspect~ve. Dr~ Brook Taylor's is the 
best system; but his_style and expression are embar
rassed and obscure. . L' Abbe· de :la Caille has also 
given !J. good treatise of Perspective, at the. end of 
his Optique: .the~e are of use, to' painters; ~ut the.( 
theory of· mathematical- projection .. in. general.· is 

, more" extensive,. and has been well treated of by old 
writers, . Clavius,· Aguillonius, . Tacquet, and. Dc 
ChuIes: and lately1\{ •. de Ii. Caille has given..a 
memoir ~mong those of the Acad. RO!J.d~8 Sciences 
'ofParis, anno.1741,sur.le calculdes projections en 
general., . This subject is necessary' for the' under.:. _ 
standing of the. theory of·maps and planisphercs: 
Mathematicians ;ha;ve, also applied . their 'art to the. 
tl,eory of sounds and. music.' Dr. Smith's Harm()4 
nics is the principal book of the kind .. 

ihus ha.ve I given you. some' accounted: the 
,principal. _elementary authors. in .. the . different 
. branches of mathe rna. tical knowledge, .. and it were 
muc1l to be wishcd that, we had a complete irutitu.
~on, or course, of all·, these things of a m~de?te 

.: S1ze, 
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'tize, which might serve as' an introduction to a.ll 
the . good original ari~ois: W olfiq.s attempted' 
this jbis, in~e~tion was laudable, but his bo~~ is so 
full of'errors of the press, b~sides s'opIeofhls 'oWn, 
that I (".annot recommend him -to a beginner. He 
might be' used occasionally for the significatiDn of 
.temls;· and, for many historical f~tsre1a~ng to 
:mathematics.; land, bellidcrs, may J:!e consi4er~il as'~ 
· collector of problellJs, whic4 is, usefv.l. 
'. ' Besides ,the books l4a.ye D)ention~d, it .m~gllt .be 
1)f use to you .. to,haye,.M. l\fqntJIPl~'~ Qi~t~ire. des 
-MaIMmatitjues,rn..to~2 voI~.: Xou: wilr~h~fe 
,find a history of the progl'e~s. of the:;mathema~ical 
~'ciences, and som~ account oftbe pri~cipal a~~o!"s 
relating to this'. subject. " . 
· . I mentioned. to yoo in convers~tion, the superior 
elegance of the ancient metho.d of demonstration~ 
·If you. incline to examine this. point, ·.after b~ing 
'well versed' iIi Euclid, yqu may pr~ceel,l .to nr . 
. Simson', Conic Sections ; and to ,fo11Il;,an0i4~a of 
the anci~t analysis or method o(inve~tigating ~he 
solution' of . geometrical probl~ms,. read ,Euc!id'!' 

·Data, which Dr. Simson) will p~bljsJ1,. .tpgeth~r 
.with his new f!dition of Euc1id ;) an4 Jh_en 'readhis . 
,Loci Plalli~in ·4to. The elegance pf ¢e'~ethC1d . 
i)f the ancients is confessed; ',but it see~ to feq~ir~ 
· the reni~mhranc.e of a: great ~u!titud¢ of propo~i:" 
.tions, and .i~.complicated pr~llle~s it d()es not seem. 
.pt:Obabl~ '.that it can be-, extende~ ,io ~~r. as 't1~. 
,algebraic wetb,od'l .' , _" ~, -,-' 

., , 
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);~;f>"",AR:t? ~IBBON,. ESfJuzre, If)' AIrs;' Gt.B:BON',J 
'., -' ...... '·Beriton.

' 
,': :,!-c,'-iD 1,; 'il;, 

'~:.i ;,," !:, ~).,. .,: .. i ;":Il!~r .. l t,~d! 

.) :. DEAR·MADAM,:: :.... Paris,;FebruarY1bei1!lt~,ilt§;.< 

;, i ¥ o:U· temember~ our: agree'ment,,,:,,,shol't.:andfrCM 
)qtIe:btIetters~ . The~tst'pllft of the·tteatyyott'have
no doubt ~f\ iny .observing: I think: 1 'ought not 
:to~leave you any of the ~econd~ '4 ''PrbPo~ of 
'treaty':' out definitive 'one was·signed h'ere yesie}\
day, and' this! moi-nirig the' Duke of 'Bridgewater 
fandMr:Neville' went for' London with;th6~riews 
of;it.'·Thepl~nipotentiaries sat tip tilt' ten o'clock 
in the morning at the ambassador ()f Spain's- ball, 
~nd then 'went to' sign this treaty; ;*hich regu.lites 
-the'fate of Europe. " .".',.,' .:>~ ~ 

. P~lTis, iIi most: respects, has) fullJans,~e)'ed, my 
'expectations. 1. 'have::' a number I~f~ ''Very good 
:a:'cquaintance, '\vhich increase' every.·day~' for'.hti
thing is so easy as the making them' here.:.; Instead 
bfcomplaiiliilg of the want of thew, I begin already 
~d--thm.k 'of making a choice. N ht Sunda)"; ,for 
'instance: I' have only three 'invitations ito dinner. 
':Either' in' the' houses" you are already; ~C(luitintea, 
yo\i nie~t 'with 'pboplc \vho ask' 'Yon 't?; come: and 
'see' theiri~'lor sorlie of youi' 'friends'offer themselves 
toiiiiroducei Y6tt' " -'WHen I 'speak of these tofrned
tidns;' Ji mean thfefly for Jinner and tHe '~ening. 
Suppers, as yet, I am pretty much :h:str'aDger .... t(), 
and I fancy shall continue so; for Paris is divided 
into two species.. who have but little communica-

•• r • -'+,- ~n 
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tiop with each other. The one, who .is chiefly 
connected with the men of letters, dine very m!lch 

. at home, are glad to see their friends,a!ld PilSS the 
evenings till about nine, : in' agreeableind rational· 
conversa:tioni The others are the most faShionable, 
.up ~ nUmerolis patties, and always play;' or rather 
ganie,,·both'.before and after. supper. You!may 
easily'guessl which sort .suits me 'best.. Indeed; 
Madamiwe may liay·what we please of the frivplity 
of.the.French, but I ,do.aasure you;. thaJin:a fow 
night·pasSed at'Paris, I have heard in.oreco;nv~rsa:.l 
ti,on.lwolth' remembering, and . seen more 'ruen' of 
letters; ;among the people of fashion, than·, I had 
done in iwo'or1:hree winters in London; 

. Amongst my acquaintance 'Icann,ot help men,., . 
tioning M. Helvetius,' :thel authpr. of the famou& 
book de l' Esprit. 1 met him at dinner at ~a4a:tno 
GeoflHn's,· where he JiOoki great notice of,ue, niado 
me a Vi5it next day; has .everiince treated m~ 'not 
in a poli.te but a friendly manner. Be!)ides being 
a sensible man, an agreeable companion" and 'the 
worthiest ~reature in. the world, he has a'very pretty 

... wife, an hundred thousandlivres '3. yeari 'and'ond 
of the best tables in Paris. The only thing; I dis~ 
like in him 'is his great I,l.ttachment to, 'and adnl:ira..i. 
tion for; ...... , whose character' is indeed at Pan,' 
beyond anY'thjng you can. conceive~: 'To the great 
civility of this foreigner~ whowasnotobliged.U, 
~ethe least .. nritice,of me, ,1 mustjust'contrast 
the'behaviour,of •• ~.:jf; •.• 
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]l;fr. G}BBONtO ltis F'.(\.TJIER. .. 

DBA'" SIlt,: . Paris, February 24, 1163 .. \') 

I HAVE now passed nearly a.month in this place • 
. and J'cansay with truthj that idlas.answered my 

most sanguine . expectations. The: buildings. of 
every kind., the libraries, the public diversions, 
take up.a great part of my time; andlhavei;al .. 
ready found several houses; where it is both very 
easy and very agreeable to be acquainted.: . LadY. 

. Hervey'S recommendation to' Madame Geoft"nn 
was a most excellent one. Hefhouse.is a veTY' 
good one; regular dinners there every Wednesday, 
and the best company. of Paris, in men ~ of letters 
and people of fashion.. : It was. at her house I con'; 
nected myself with ·M. Helvetius,; who, from. hiS 
beC!.rt, hi& ,head, and his fortune, is a most valuable 
man., '. 

At his .house Twas introduced to the Baron: 
d'Olbach, wh~ is·alI1a.n of parts and fortune, 'and; 
has twa dinners every week. The other houses I am· 
knowll in, ar~ the Duchessd' Aiguillon's, Madame> 
la Comtessede Froalay's, Madame du BocageJ 
Madame Boyer, ·M. Ie :Marquis de Mirabeau, and' 
M. de Forcemagne. All·these .people have their. 
different' merit; in 'some I me~t with good dinners ~ 
in others, societies for the evening; an:d in ' all; 
good· sense, entertainment, and· civiiity,;'Which,: 
as J have no favours to. ask, or business to transact 
with t~!f~111 ~s sl,lfficient for me~ Th~i~ men of let. 

. t~f!\ 
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ten',arc'u afi"able and'communicative asl .ex" 
pected., My letters to them ,did me nO,harm, but 
were very little necessary. My book had -been of 
great'service to llit; -and the· comp,liments I have 
received ~pon it would ma~ me' insufferably vain, 
if I laid anyit;rf.lis on them. When 1 take no~ice 
l)[ the civilities I hav~ ,received, I must take n~ 
tice too of what I ~ve seen ofa. contrary behavi
our. )(' Oll kn~w how m~~h l always' built upon 
the Coant de Cay Ius :. he has not been of the least 
use to me. With great difficulty 1 have Been hiIn, 
and that iii all ,I .do:not, however, attribute his 
l1ehaviQur to p.ride, or dislike to me, but solely to 
the man's general character, which, seems to be a 
very odd one. De la Motte, ,MI'$.l\Iallefl friend, 
has behaved very.driiy to me~ though 1 have dined 
with him twice. Vut 1 can forgive h.im ~ great 
deal, in consideration of his having introduced me 
to M. d'Augny (Mrs. Malle.t's son). .Her men are 
generally angels or devils; but here 1 really think, 
without being very prone to admiration, that she 
has said very little too much, of him. As far as 1 
can judge, he has certainly an ancommon degree 
of understanding and knowledge, and. ,f believe, 
a gr~tfuDd of honour and probity. We 'are very 
much together, and I think our intimacy seems to 
be growin~finto a friendship. Next ~undai'we 
go to, Versailles; the king's guard is done by a d~ 
~hment from P~is, which is relieved every four 
days; and, as he goes upon this command, it is a 
vC!ry good oc~asion for me to see the palace. I shall 

E 4 .' not 
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,not, neglect, at the same time, (tbe',oppartunity. or 
informing myself of the French discipJine • .!J~)j·)';lj 
• ,J Thegreat,iiews'~t'present is the ai-i:i~al. bfra'very 
eitriu)rdinary p;erson, from the Isle Gi1 France iiUhe 
;East l.udies;:,: ' An" obsc\1re J J.(l'eIichinan~ , ~lw ; was. 
lately. (lome) ~nto :{he -fj,slahd~!ibeing'''VeJy' iii;; and 

, ,gi;en over, said,. that· befare l1e1died. he·'iml.sb1iS'
Charge; ~isconscienC6!of ar g(eat -In,irden -he had 
npqn it,: and detlaroo to 'several':poople, h~':was the 

'accrlmplire of Damien; arid; the'.~my· petsbn)who, 
held the-hotseS.l ,_Un:luckilY'forhim: the inall"re:" 
Covered ; after: this, declaration; ~was: 'immediately 
8en~' prisoner to Paris, j :ttid is Just ·landed, atPott 

. rOrient;,from whence he ,is'dalJyexpected here, 
to unravel the whb1e . mystery: of. that "dark affair. 
This 'story (which at Jirst '\vas: laughed at) ·has.inow 
gaiQ.ed ent~nJi tteditr and I"apprehend; must be 
founded :on realJact. ; " , .. ;" " ;,', " < . 

I·am1 Hear Sit; IDt>st affectionately yOl.trS, ,. ,,~ 
- }i~" I :. :,l;', (jE;"GXBBON., 

'. ~. . ~ i .c,., .• ~ 

. '; N" XVII!; ',: , 

Mr. q~BBoN ,to !1Jfr-. HQ~~~Y?' (It.Lausa.nne. t; 
Boromean,Islands,: May 16th, ,1764;. ;' 

, ,D~A.B. HOLROYD,' ,.' :. , _», : ',,, ,:y " 

.¥URRY of .ru~ning' about, time taken' ~p_~ith 
s~elllg places, ,&c. &c., c%c. are excellent excuses; -
but., I fancy :yoU: ,will guess that my ,Iazinessand . I 
aversion to, writing to, my best friend • are the, reil 

, 1ll0tives, and ,I am .afraid you will .have guessed 
right. '- ' , 

'Ve 
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. " \V e are at this minute in; a'lllost 1llagnifictnt: pa\
lace, in the: .midalt, of, aivast lake; rangi'ng.~about 
suites of room's wilhout a sou~ to interrupt. US,, ~n4 
lecluded from' the rest ofrthe,~l\iverse:· : We sH~n· 
sit down:in; a moment to'.supper,attended by;a11 
the Count'l houscholdL This,is the.fihe slde:otthe 
medal ~ t1}rnI to ·t;he reVerse.; I :We are'gotiletewet 
to the. skin Fwe hare cta.wlt:d.,-abouifintt gatdeI1S 
whi~h ·tai1land' fogs':prevented our .eeing~ ;a:nd· if 
to-morrow does not hold up .~ tittlebe,ttet, ·"We shall 
be' in sornt; doubt "1Vhethell we can . say' we lhave 
seen ;these farnouldslands. i ,Guise says' yes/'and l 
say no;· .. Th«t Counti'isnot here; w~ha'Ve{olir s~· 
pet' :from i. paltry hedge alehouse,' (excuse:the:bult,)
l1nd the servants Qa'\'e offered us bedsiri. the palace, 
pursuant to their J;l1a:ster's :directions; ;.,:, 
.J I hardly think you will like Turin'; ·.th~'court·'is 

old and, dull ~ -and in' that. country eve.lj'i;rone 'fol
lows: the;e~ampleof the' court.; ';The'principal. 
amusement 'seems t~ be, :drivi:ng~ "about'in your 
'coach in the evening,; ana bowing to ~ the . people 
you meet. If Y9U go· while !the Royal ~Farnilyis 
there" you have the additional pleasure of stopping 

. to salute' them' every time: theY"pass. ' :I l1ad tha.t 
advantage fifteen times one afternoon. We were 
presented toa lady· who. keeps It public assembly, 
.and 8 Ivery; 'mournful one it is; the few' women 
that go to it are each takell"'up by their cicisbe~"; 
and a poqrEilgiishm,an, whO d.n ~either tal~ r~q-· 
montois 'nQr play at . F;J,l'o, ~tands.by hims~lf '\Yith,
cut one. of their·haughty nobility doing him the 
honour of speaking to; hiin .. You mustIlot attrl-

,~ bute 
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bute . thiS ac~ount to our not having staid. long . 
. enough to, form connections: . It.is a general com:' 
pl<J.i~t .of pur countrymen,. except of Lord'" .. '* ! 
Who has been engaged for about two years in the 
~eIvice: ora lady, wbose long nose i~her most dis,. 
tinguishing cline featltre., The mOst sociabfe· wo
men.! have met with are the king's daughters. I 
ch~tte4 forabouta.quartet of an hour with the~ 
t~ked Jl,PQut. ~lI:usanne, .and grew so very free 'and 
easy, .' thq,t.1 . drew my snuff-box,. rapped it, took 
snuff·twice, (a crillle never known before in the 
presenJ::e cha;mber,) and tontinued my disc.ourse in. 
my usual attitude of my body bent forwards, and 
roy forefinger ..stretched out."" , As .it\Ilight how .. 
ever. have been, difficult to keep up this acquain~' 
ance, I chiefly employed my ti~e in seeing places" 
wh,icb f\lIly :repaid \Il~ in pleasure the trouble-'lf 
my journey. ,What entertained. me the most, was 
the museum. and the citadel. The first is under 
inc 'care of a·M .. Bartoli, who. received us, without 
any introducti~n, in the politest manner in the 
world, . and WaS of the. gl'eat~st service to us, as I 
dare say he will be 1.0 you. The citadel is a stu
pendou~ wot:k; ;tnd when yoq have seen,the suJr. 

, • This attitude continued to be charas:teristi~ of Mr: GibbOn, and 
a~ engraved representation of it. was annexed to the: Dmt. Edition 
of these Memoirs; but having been considered by several persons 
as avery unfavourable likeness, (which it undoubtedly is,) and' 
rather as a caricature of Mr. Gibbon, it is now omitted: it is, how
eve~, certain, that Mr. Gibbon did not ~onsider it in that light: he 
gave it .to me himself. In its place is substituted an Engravillg' of 
the ~est likel)ess tltat ex~sts '1nlr~ Q'bbon~. S, .' •. 

teffancou~ 
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terraneoU!' part' qf it, ,you will scarcely think it 
possible such a:place can ever b~ taken .. As it'i& 
however. a regular o~, it does not piquemycuri~ 
liity so m1lch as ,thOse irregular fortifications hewn 
ont-of:theAlps,'as Exiles,Fenestrelles, and the 
Drunet~'would have done" could we have spared 
the time necessary. Our next stage from Tu~n 
was Milan; where we .were mere, spectators, as 
it was- not worth while to endeavour.at' forming 
connections for' so,very few days.' I think you. 
will be surprised at the great church, but infinitely 
'more so at the regiment of Baden,' which is in the 
citadel Such steadiness, such alertness' in' th~ 
men, and such. exactriess in the; offieers, .. as: • ex
ceeded all my expectatiolls. N e~t Friday: :J: shall 
•. ee the, regimellt ,reviewed by G~tleral, S~rheIl()ni. 
Perhaps I may write' a partiC(ular lett~~ 'a,bo~t it .. 
From Milan we proceed to Geno~ :,and th~nceto' 
Florence. You stare:-But really we find it,~() in~ 
convenient to travellike mutes, and to lose anum:
ber of curious things' fO,r want of ~ing abJ~ to 
~sist .our eyes with our tongues" tl~t we. have' 
~sumed our original plan, and leave Venict for 
next year. I think I shouldadvi&e YQu. tq:c;lo:thc' 
same. 

. Milan, May 18~. ~r64 •. 

The next momingwasnotfair, buthoweve~wc 
were able to take a view of the islands, which~ by 
the help of sorne'imagination, we conclude to be a. 
very delightf~l, though not an enchanted plate. 
I would cepainly advise you to go there from Mi .. 

. . '. . Ian, 
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hnkwhicJi you mliy 'Very well' perforpl in. a,.day 
.and ,i. halt / Upon" our return, we' found. Lord 
-TilneYl.and ,solllC:other English 'in. their ,way, to 
:Venioe.··.We.heard.-a melancholy piece of ne\\rj> 
,fi;orrl them: ,Byng died at Bologna .Ii few: days' ago 
Iof a. fever.,; I ani ,sure you will be all verY:i:sorry to 
hear.it':i " "" '. 'I ,(; " "":., < ~ ' .. t 
I ~, We, e~pec;t a volume of news from Y01.dn rela,;, 
~ion .. to I Lausanne;. : and ,in particular to the allia.nce 
o£~he·.nuchess with the Frog.! lit it alreadycon~ 
~htded.?;;' How does the bride look after hel'gTeat 
.el'olution?' Pray embi'ace heT and tlie adorable, if. 
ybu: C3n; in both our names; and assure them,' as 
-well as all the-Spring,-that we talk of them.very 
bften! but particularly of a Sunday;, and that we 
~re,iSo: dis~nsolate, that we 'have neither of uS 
cbmtnenced cicisbeos as yet, ,~hatever we mayd~ 
'ell 'F16i'e'xice; :We have 'drafuk the ,Duchess'~ health, 
n6t" forgett:ing the ,little wonian~ . on: the' top' of 
'MoUnt 'eenis, in theiniddle 9f the Lago Maggiore, 
Sic; '&0. ';' I expect some 'account 'of the said little 
worha:~;/ Who is ,my' successor? , I think MOll9-grty 
hadbeguri to supplant me before I went .. I expect, 
your lmsWer at Florence; and ~ourperson at Rome; 

, which the Lord grant. Amen. - ' . 

·'oj'he so~iety of young ladies mentioned in the Memoirs. 
". ,. . . -
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'i~·~Y~U .. 

:.',j~~.·~.~:B~~~ (~:~~(r~; ~,(>LR?Y~~:,~f?3e~'l~~~,: .. 
" . . 

. D~4.1JP.t..OyJ)"" .;.; ( ..: : : .¥qi*!l1\,Qc\ • .'U .• ·17P,'i,.A 
WHY did. 1 ilot4eavd, a. ;lettet fOTiyou ati .l\tIal'i 

. leiIl~s ? ; For'. t~y p1ain reason:" .because·1 did! nOt 
gri·:to·Afatseilles. :But, as ·you lxa.1re'IDost'juai;. 
tiouslyadded,why did not hendone?" 'H~mpl]l; 
Ii .own ,thatnQl1plussesme' ~: little. ' ,Howeverl. 
hearken ito ,my histoiy., ,;. Aiter; revolving !ai_a .. 
rlety lof ptans, .. and 'suiting th~m'aSwell as.poss'ibI@ 
to time and·finahC"~s, . Guise and I at last agreedto 
J>ass from Venice' to Lyons,:iwim down the Rhdrie( 
wheel round the 'tiOu,th ;9f Flince,:' 3.!ld~mbarktt 
Botudelluxl ~ AlaS I, -At:Lyohs'lr; tece~ved :letter! 
whicJn~(jItVihcedtne tHat I ~)U'ght;no 'lol1geil to de.; 
pnve ;my. cOuntry tifonelof he; grea.test.o'rIia.ment& 
Unwillingty :1 ob/!y~dt .left Gui~ ,to; execute 'alond 
tb~ ·rem~il1der· of our;plan:,dJ>a:siidd) abailt tell·.deli~ 
ciOus daYII:a1, Paris, 'and! atrivediti .Engliind about, 
the en.dl ofi J'ane .. ;! GtJisc"foll()weC:l me 'a.bout twtJ • 
·Jnunths.~fterwaid~ as I w~·iriforihed b~aIiepistl6 
front hi~ which, 'to his: great astonishment, 1. iril.,r 
mediately-'olnsweted.' . You perceive' there' is' ,stil~ 
SdineVIrtaeamongst :men., E-t'emplfgratia, you, 

'letter· is ; dated ,'Vienna; -OctGbet 1 ~thl; i 765; > it 
Inade H:~ apPearance: at Beriton;;:W edne$day. ~V~l1J 
ing,Qctober' !9th .. ,-1 am at this ! 'Present ,Wl'itJ 

rng;,.&ttting.· iJ), my.librarY, bnil.'bursday morruligj 
btt\Veeii :the~' hpur~ ,of ftwel\Te (ana~·!one.!j; 1 have. 
ventured to suppose you still at Berlin; if ~t;Jl 
L.n: I 1 'presume: 
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presume you take care that your letters should 
follow you. This ideal march to Berlin is the 
orilyone I can make at present. I am under com
mand: and were I to talk of a third sally as' yet, I 
know some certain p~ople who would think it just 
as ridiculous as the third sally of the renowned 
Don Quixote. All I ever hoped for was, to be' 
able to take the field once more, after lying quiet 
a couple of years. I must own that your executing 
your tour in so complete a manner gives me a little 
selfish spleen. If I make a' summer's escape to 
Berlin, I cannot hope for the companion I flat
tered myself with. I am sorry however I have 
said so much; but as it is difficult to increase your 
Honour's p~oper notions of your own perfections, 
I will e'en let it stand. Indeed lowed you some
thing for your account of the favourable reception 
my book has met with. I see there are people of 
taste at Vienna, and no longer wonder at your 
liking it. Since the court is so· agreeable, a tho
rough reformation must have taken place. The 
stiffness of the, Austrian.etiquette, and the haughty 
magnificence of the H ungarianprinces, must have 
given way to more civilized notions. ," You have 
(no doubt) informed yourself of the forces and re
venues' of the· empress. I think (however un
fashionably) we' always esteemed her. Have you 
lost ,or improved.that opinion? Princes, like pic
tures, to be admired, must be seen in their proper 
point of view,w'bich is often a pretty distant 
one.' I am afraid you will find it peculiarly so at 
BerliR. 

I need. 
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I need not desire you to pay a most miiiuteat .. 
t~ntion tq the Austrian and Prussian discipline. 
You have been bit by a mad serjeant as well as 
myself; and when we meet, we shall tun over 
every particular which we can approve, blame,or 
imitate. Since my arrival, I have assumed the 
august character of Major, received returns, issued 
orders, &c. &\3. &c. I do not intend you shall have 
the honour of reviewing my troops next sutnmer. 
Three fourths of the men will be recruits; and 
during my pilgrimage, discipline seems to have 
been relaxed. But I summon you to fulfil another 
engagement. Make me a visit next summer. You 
will find here a bad house, a pleasant country in 
summer,some books, and very little strange com
pany. Such a plan oflife for two or three months 
must, I should imagine, suit a man who has been 
for as many years struck from one end of Europe to 
the other like a tennis-ball. At least I judge of 
you by myself. I always loved a quiet, studious, 
indolent life; but never enjoyed the charms of it 
so trYIY, as since my return from an agreeable but 

, fatig" )ing course of motion and hurry. However 
I shall hear of your arrival, which can ~carcely be 
so soon as January 1766, and shall probably have 
the misfortune of meeting you in town soon after. 
We may then settle any plans for the ensuing 
campaign. 

En attendant, (admire me, this is the only scrap 
of foreign lingo I have imported into this epistle
if you had seen that of Guise to me~) let me tell 
you a piece of LaHsanne news. Nanette Grand is 

married 
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married L .to jLieuten~i ,Colonel: Prevost.: .. Grand 
wro~: to' mc:;a.nd by the. next l'0st I congratulated 
both fatlre(~n(;l:daughter •. ,There is exactntss ,far 
you. ,Tb.e:CiIrchod, (l\fadame iNecker) .1 . saw .at 
Paris.:.;, She, was :v,ery fond of ine, and ,the hlls.band 
pa.tticularl1 'Civil.' , .Could, 'they' ,insult' me·...more' 
cmelly? Ask me every eyening to supper ; go to 
bed, and ,leav,e me 'alone with his. wife,...,..,.w hat an 
impertinent sec4rity' !-:.it isniaking ail. old lover of 
mighty little consequence., , She is as handsome as . 
ever, and much genteeler; .'SeemS :pIe¥ed with lier 
fortune ratlier::tban; pro1!lid Jofi it..:', I .was (perhaps 
indiscreetly' enougbY exalting .:Nanette· d'IUens's 

, good luck and tbe.foriune.,. ,What forthrie?:,(said 
she, . with an air of ~ontempt~no't 'above .twenty 
thousand livres' a-yeart : Ismiled; r.tnd: she cau,gh~ 
herself immediately."";"" 'Vha,t airs I, :give I myself 
iIi d~spisirig twenty thousand livres a~y~ar,:; who.:a, 
'year ago. looked upon eight hundred as the summit 
of my \Vishe.s~'" : ',: t " :f~.' "; : ,I' 

1 must.end this ,tedious. scrawt,; Let me; 'hear 
from yoU:~ I think I deserve it,_ ',' Believe me, dear 
Holroyd, I share in all your pleasures;aD.d feel all 

·your misfortunes. "Poot Bolton!"" :1 saw 'it :in the 
" . .~" .r!. 'newspaper~ 

" , 

* Theophihis Bolton, Esq. a very amiable mali, of cousiderable 
talents, descended fFUm Sir Richard Bolton, Lord <;:hancellor of 
Ireland in the reign of Charles I. and great nephew to Iheophi
tus Bolton, Archbishop orCashe!. He made the tour with Major 
Ridley and Mt. Holroyd from Lausanne &sfaras Napies~' 'oti the 
road from Rome 10 Cajeta, hee b'roke a: blood vessel. Afterp •• 
i.tigsome time nt Naples, the .,hysicians recommended to ~im ase~ 

voyage., 
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.newspaper. Is.Ridley· with you? 1 suspect not: 
. but if he is, assure him I 110 nOt forget.him though. 
he .does me. Adieu; and believe .. me, most affec~ 

.' tionat~ly yOU~8, 
E. .GiBBQN, Junior. 

N- XIX • 

. Emv ARb ~IBBoN,.Esq. to J. HO.tROVb,Esfj. 

DuB. HOLRo~D, Deriton. April 29, 1767'-

I HAPPENED to-ni~ht to stumb!e upon a very 
odd piece of intelligence inthe St. Jame's'sChro
nicIe; it related to' the marr.iage of a certain Mon
'sleurOI~y,tfonnerly Captain of Hussai·s. ,tdo not 
know h~w it came ~nto my l1ead that ~h~sGaptain 
of Hussars was not unknown to' me, and that he 
tnig-htpossibly be'llIi acquaintance of yo~rs. , ~f I 
~m not mistake~ in ~ny' conjecture, pray give my 
compliments to hini; andteUhim'froni me, ,that! 
am at least as well pleased that1;le is, married as if 
I were so m'yself;. Assure him,llowever; ~ha~ 
though as' a philosop?e~ .1, may prefer celibacy, ye~ 
asa' politician 1 think 'it highly proper tha~ th~ 
species'should be propagated. by the usual method;' 
assure him: eve,n that' lamconvincedJ 'that if celi~ 

'. . 

~yag8. Commodore 1ii1rris~n most kindly took him and ,Mr. 
8olroycl9n board. the Centurion man of ~ar; and two'daysafter. 
their arrjv.~l i~ the harbour of (jeJ;loa, l\Ir. Bolton dit!d of a can--' 
8umption. . 

, tF 'Son of Sir Mathew Ridley. ()( Notthumbe~lan~, BarQn~t, 
"Major;n the Welsh Fusileers. He had served during the seven 
)'ears war tinder PrinceFerdin~nd iii Germany~ " 
. t 'fbe .name,w~ s.o speJtin th~.ne~spape~ 

VOL. IJ. ;, , bacy 
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. bacy IS exposed to fe.wer miseries, maiTiiige can 
alone promise real happiness, since ~domestic en-. 
Joyments are the source of every good. May such 
happiness, which is bestowed on few, be given to. 
him; the transient blessings of beauty, and th~ 

. more durable one~ of fortune, g~od sense, _ and~n 
amiable disposition. . 

I can easily. conCeive, and as easily excuse you, ' 
if you have thought mighty little this winter of 
your poor rusticated friend. I have been confin~ 
ever since ChristmaS, and confined by a succession 
of very melancholy occupations. I had scarcely 
arrived at Beriton, where I proposed' staxing only 
about a fortnight, when a brothel' of Mrs. Gibbon's' 
died llnexpectedly, though after a very long and 
painful illness. 'Ve were scarcely recovered from 
the confusion. which such an event must produce 
in a fami1y, when my (ather was taken dangerously 
ill, and with sOme interVals has continued so ever 
since: I can assure' you, ~y deal" Holroyd, 'that 
the same event appears in a very different light _ 
when the danger is serious· and imIl)ediate;- or when, 
in. the gaiety of. a tavern din~er; we affect a:n in
sensibility that would! do us no gre!lt honour were 

. it real. My father is now much better; but I have 
.since been assailed by a.severestroke-the loss-of 
a friend. You remember, perhaps, an officer of our 
militia, whom I sometimes 'used to compare to 
yourself. Indeed, the, comparison would have ~one 
honour to. anyone,. His feelings were tender anti, 

'noble, and, he was always guided by' them: his 
.principles were just and ge~erousJ and he acted up 

. W 
l 
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. to them. I shall say no more, and you 'will excuse 
my having said so much, of a man with whom you 
were unacquainted; . but my mind· is just now so 
"ery full of him, that I cannot easily talk~ or eyen 
think, of any thing else." If I know you right, you 
will not be'Off"ended at my 'tlJtaltnell •. 

What rather adds to my uneasiness, is the :p.eces
sity I am under of joining our militia the day after 
tet-morrow. 11tough .the l~vely hurry of !I~ch a 
~cene might contribute to divert my ideas, yet. 
every Circumstance of it, and the place itself, 
(which was that of his residence,) will give me 
many a pai?rl"ul momeuL I know nothing would 
better raise my spirits than a visit from you ithe 
request may appear unseasonable'-but l think I 
.have heard you speak Of .an uncle you,had Deat 
Southampton. At all events, I hope you. will 
snatch a moment to write to me; and give, me some 
acCount of .y-our present situatIon and future cleo 
signs. As you are now fettered, I should .expect . 
that you will not be such a hic tt ubiqutJ• ,as you 
have been s\pce your arrival hi England.- I stay 
at' Southampton from the first to the twenty:eighth 
of l\Iay, and then propose making a short.visitto 
. town: if you are any where in the neighboUl"hood 
of it, yo .. ' m.ay depend upon Seeing me. ' I shall 
then concert nie~ures for .seeing a little more of 
you next winter, than I have lately done, as I 
~ope to take a pretty long spell in town. I sup"_ 

• The motto of the regiment called Royal.Foroster" in which 
'!lIr. H~!rol'd !lad,beeD Captain. ", 

F 9 "~,Qie, 
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pose Guise has, 'often fallen in ~yonr way: he has 
ne~er: once written to· me, nor I to him: in. the 
country we: want mat~rials, and in London we want 
tinie. I ought to recollect, that you even want 
tim~ to,re3.d. ~yunmeaning scrawl. "Believ~, how .. 
ev~rf my dear Holroyd, that it: is the sincere ex- . 
pression of a heart entirely ~ours.' . 

,N-XX. 

E"D1\' ARD GIBBO~, Esquire, to GEORGE LZWIS 

SCOTT" E~quire. 
DEAR SIR, 

l! ,". • I .,' 

'. As {know .the value. Of,yOUl: time, and as I ha~'e' 
already borrowed some of it,. L will not increase 

. toe debt by an.idle preamble. .' 
When! was iIi Switzerlan~, I,contracted an in

tiinate friendship with Mr, 'Deyverdun, a young 
. gentleman of one of the best "families' of that 
country. Misfortunes have since that;,t.i.me ruine<l . 
his fortune, and he is at present.in a situation very 
inadequa.te to his birth and merit, a"clerk,in on~ 
'of our S€cretaries of.State's offices., As.the dun 
mechanic labour:of .his post .still ,Jeayes him many 
leisure hours, he has~ formed a design of fillhig them 
by a work of which he~s. very capable~ and which 
'Will perhaps do him some honour, . Observing that 
$ince the time Dr. Maty dis~ontinued ,his Journal 

. Britannique, foreigners pave often complained they 
had no tolerable account of English literature, he 
purposes supplying that deficiency __ .His .. under
standing (I think I do not indulge a friend's par-

.' tiality) 



tiality) is. an exceeding good orie~ -his taSte -isd~lr~ 
t:ate, his knowledge extensive j he is criticallyac-
quainteeJ with Qur language, and writ-es very well 
his own. I have promised him an.the little assist:. 
ance in my'power; and cannot helpthip.king that" 
the union of two friends of different nations, whose 
genius, language,. and even prejudices are so very 
opposite, may give a peculiar.'advantage to our 
works. Besides. t)le extracts which form: the b'asis 
of every journal;· ~fr. Deyverd'lD. propose~.to -in
troduce twp other branches, which, though equally 
interesting.' have beeiinl1i~1;l more neglected; the 
Hisrory of the. Theatre and· of the Polite Arts; 
and"!, The Manners of NatiOns, afleast as much 
of them as a foreigner can ,describe oi"strangers ujt- -
derstand j characterizirig anecdotes, occasional me .. 
moirsof ~ingularmen pr things, &.c.wiUserve to 
illustrate this part. The plan of the firstvolum~. 
is already formed, and the execution is in great 
forwardness. i This volumewiil comprize aGenerat 
Revie\v of the present year. j-(success, , time, and· 
the ad';ce of our booksellers must detel'mine the: 
periods of 'our future publications.) It wilt· con:' 
tain the followi,ng articles :-L'Histoire de Henri II.' 
par my Lord Lyttleton.2 .. Le NoU\'elm Guide de: 
Bath. 8. Histoire de la' Societ~: Civile, par Fer
guson: 4. ;Conclusion des l\Iemoires de 1\1iss Sid
ney Biddulph.5.-Temoign.ages Juifs et Payens'en. 
faveur . (hI Christianisme~ tome 48

, par \eDocteur
Lardner., 6. Lettres de my.L:Wy.Wortley_Monta: ... 
gue. i Tome 7C De La Physique'. 8 . .:r':aTMologie. 
9. Le Theatre' et Beaux Arts. 'i 0. Les ¥reurs; 

F 3. II. Nou-



70 - , LZTT:!B.S TO· AND FRO]t 

11. Nouvelles .Litteraires, You sec, Sir, what a 
medley we. ~ave- thrown together, but various ~td
machs, we think, require various.food. .some can 
support nothing but novels, others 'can digest even 
divinity, . and here we have provi9.ed accordingly a 
therogiawho will serve-them in their own waYa 

'Ve were however both very .conscious that· 
though ~e were masters ,of no ·part of learning; 
yet 'there- was one of the principal walks Which we 
Were' peculiarly 5trange~s to, that of the physical 
and mathematical. sciences. This great obstacle . 
was very l}eaf destroying our rising scheme, till at 
last despaIr gave me a kind of courage7 r believe 
.r might as wen call it temerity;' at last, dear 
'Sir, Idetermined to apply to you. It would be' 
impertinent in me to say~that you are able to oblige 
u~; I shall only say, that from mykpowledgeof 
.,yourprivate character, 1 had some reason to hope 
that your inclination would be equai to your abi
lity: What we, desire are three or four abstracts 
,every year of the best philosophical works that a~ 
pear during that: interval. ,To y~u, dear -Sir, the 
taskcbuld not be a difficult one; For your own 
amusement y.ou will probably peruse those works, 
and ideas so familiar to you will be very easily 
thro}vn upon paper. You ·will determine much 
better than we can pretend to do what book would 
be the properest, jf you should condescend to 
grace our :6rst volume with so great an orn,ament j 
but I could' wish you would introduce a short 
T:tbleau of thepres'entState of the PhysIcal and 
;t\lathematital Sciellces in this c()untry, as it ~s ,the ~ 

method 
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method we have agreed to follow in most of OUI' 

first extracts. Though I know, dear Sir. that Y01,1.· 

perfectly understand the French language, yet as 
you may not be acc!lstomed to writl:} in it, .. every 
piece you honour u~ with shall be car~fully trans,; . 
lated,and if you desire it, submitted to your cor-
rection. _ 

Suck, dear Sir, is our plap.: .1 flatter mys.elf it 
will in some degree interest you~a:nd tha.t you wUl 
assist uswjth your advice as well a$ your pen. 
At least I will venture to say,tha~ it you ar~. 
ashamed of the authors, you never will be ashamed ' 
of the men. My friend's underta.king is founded 
uponthe IDJ)st liberal principles. - He is well -ap- . 
prized of the small profit to' be . made from hi3 
labG'ur, and resolved to avoid equally flattery and 
.abuse. 

If your present occupations ~hould not allow you 
to assist us, I beg, dear Sir, . that you w()uldke.ep 
our secret, ,and that you would believe me, 

. With great respect, 
Your most obedient humbJe servant, 

EDWARD 'GIBBON, Junior. 
B~ritoD,OCt. 19th, 1707. 

N°. XXI. 

EDWARD GIBBON, Esq_ to JOHN BAItER HOLROYD, 

Esq_ .Sheffield-Place. 

DIIAR HOLROYD, London, ]7(2. 

THE sudden change from the sobriety of Shef
field-place to the inegularities of this town, and to 

. J' 4 the 
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tl\ewicked compaily of Wilbraham,'" Clarke,t and 
'Dain~r,t &c. having deranged ine a good 'deal; . I 
'am'forced to employ' one of my' secretaries' to 
acquaint you with 'a piece of news I know nothing 
about myself. It is certain some eXtJ"aordiilary 
intelligence is arrived this morning from- De:ri.mark~ 
and as certain that. the levee. was suddenly pre~ 
vented by it.' The particulars of tilli.t 'intelligence 
are variously and obscurely told. It is said; that 
the king ,had raised a little physician to the rank' 
of'minister and Ganymede; such a mad adminis
tration had so disgusted all the nobility, that the 
fleet and anny had revolted, and shut up th~ king 
in: his palace~ La Reine se trouve rMlee llt dedans.; 
and ,it is reported that she is confined, but wh~th~r . 
in consequtmce of the insurrection, or some othe.r 
cause, is not agreed. 'Such is the. rough draft of 
an affair that nobody 'yet understands. Embras
sez, de 'rna part~ Madame"et Ie reste' de la ckere 
~anr.ille. ' 

GIBBON. 

El pius has~WILBJiAHAM, Sec, 

• ' George, Wilbraham, Esq. of Dela~ere Lo~ge', Cheshire. 

t Godfrey Clarke, Esq. ,Member for Derbyshire, who made 
the tour of Italy at the same time as Mr. Gibbon, 

1 Th~' Hon. John D~mer, eldest SOil of Lord Miit(;m .. aftef .. 
",ards ~reat!!q E.afl of porcheste1', 
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N° XXII. 

EDWARD GIBBON, Esq. to J. B. HOLROYD, ESf-

Boodle's, 10 o'clock, Mond~ynigbt,.Feb. 3d, 1772. 

. I LOVE, honour, and respect, every member. of 
Sheffield-Place; even my great ene.my ·Datch, tQ 
whom you will please to convey my sinc~re ~isnes,. 
that 1l06imp~etlJn may' wait on him at dinner. that 
his wise papa may not shew him any pictures, and 
that his much wiser mamma. JD.ay chain him hand 
and fopt, in direct contradiction to Magna. Cha~ta 
and the; bill of rights. '. . . , ' . • 
. It is difficult to write news, because there is none. , 

Parliament is perfectly qui-etj and J,. think thl!-t 
DalT~,t who is just now playing at whist in the 
room, will ~ot have exercise of the l~ngs,except., 

'-perhaps, «?na. message much talked of, and sQon 
expected, to recommend it to the wisdom, of ~he 
House .. of Common$ to. provide a proper future,. 
remedy against the improper marriages of the 
younger-branches'ofthe Royal Fami!y .. The noise' 
of Lutterel is. subsided, but there was some founs" 
dation for it. The~olonel's expenses in his .bold, 
enterprise were yet unpaid by government. rhe 
bero threatened; assumed the patriot, received a . 
sop, and again sunk into th~ courtier. As, to Den,;, 
mark, it seems now that the king, who was tota.lly· 
unfit. for governUleut, ha& only passed from t~ 

* Th~ name by whichlohn William, the son of Mr. Holroyd~ 
called him5elf. . 

t Colonel13arre. 
hands 



14, :tETTl:RS 'I'O.'AND.FROM 

hands of' his queen wife;' to ,those of his queen 
mother-in-law. The former)s said to have indulged 
a very 'Dague taste in her amours. She 'W<;mld not 
be admitted into the Pantheon, when'ce the gen
tlemen proprietors exclude alI beauty, unless un·, 
spotted 'and immacul.ate (tautology by the bye)" 
The gentlemen proprietors, on the other hand, are 
friends and patrons of the leopard beauties. ,Ad vet-

. 1ising challenges have pass.ed between the two 
great factions,and a bloody J:>attle is expected Wed· 
nesday night. A propos,' the Pantheon, in point 
of ennuf and magnificence, is the wonder o(the 
eighteenth centurJrand of the British emplr~. 
Adieu. 

N° XXIII. 
The Same to the Same . 

. 
Boodle's, Saturday night, Feb. 8th; 1772. 

THOUGH it is very late, and' the' bell tells me 
that I have not above ten minutes iei1;, I 'employ 
them with pleasure iIi -congratulating you on the 
late victory· of our dear mamma the Ch\ltch. of 
'England. She .had last Thursday seventy~ne re
bellious sons, who pretended to set aside her will 
on account of insanity.: . b\lt two hundred and ~even
teen worthy champions, . headed by· LordN orth, , 
Durke;Hans Stanley, Charles Fox, Godfhiy Clarke; 

, &c. th<!ugh they allowed the thirty-nine clauses of . 
her testament Were absurd and unreasonabl~ sup
ported the validity of it with infinite humour.- By 

-the bye, Charles Fox prepared himself for that holy 
war, by passingbventy~two hours in the'piou~ exer ... 

Gis~ 
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cise efhazai'dj his devotion cost himonlyabout5001. 
per hour-in all 11,0001. Gaby lost 50001. This
is from the best. authority .. I hear too, but will 
not warrant it, that W.H. by way of paying his. 
court to L. C. has lost this wfnter 12,0001. How 
I long to be ruined! _ 

There are two county contests,' .Sir Thomas 
Egerton and Colonel Townley in ·Lancashire. after 
·the county had for som~ timc:..'gone a.hegging. b 
Salop. Sir Watkin, supported by J.ord Gower,-hap" 
pened by a punctilio. todis~blige LOrd Craven, 
who -told' us last night, that he had .not quite 
9,0001. a.-year in that county, and who has set up 
.Pigot against him. You may suppose we all. wis\l 
for Got Amighty· against that black devil. 

I am sorry your· journey is deferred. Compli.
ments to Datch. Ashe is now in durance, .great 
minds forgi~e_ their eneinies, and 1 hope "lie- may 
be releasecfby this time.~Coming,.Srr. Adieu. 

You see the Princess of W. is gone. Hans Stan
ley says, it is believed the Empress Queen has 
taken the saJlle journey. . 

N° XXIV. 

_EDWARD GIBBON, Elq. to ,. B. HOLROYD,~Esq~ 
DEAB. HOLB.OYD,. . . . London; Feb. 13th, 1772. 

THE papers and-plaus arrived safe in . town last 
.:llight, and ~ill be in your hands in their intact 

• . Alludi~g to the Welsh opinloD tllat Sir Watkin was in ,WaleJi 
IIcarly as ~at a pel'iOnage. . . 

virgin 
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virg,in 'state ,'{u a 'daY.' -Of two. Consider them'it 
leisul"e-, if' that 'word, is known :in the rural life, 
Unite, divide, but (abtive all) ;-Ilise: . Bnngthem 
to London with you: I wait'your orders; 'nor 
'shall I, for fear o(,.t'hmbling, take a single step till 
your arrival, which, on'ma~y accounts, I hope will' 
not be. fong deferred. ' . . . 
. . Clouds- still hover over the hOl"izon of Denmark. 
The . p~bljc circumstance&' of 'the revolution are 
related, and,' 1 understand. very exactly, in the, 
foreign papei·s.' The secret sprIngs o,f it gtili remain 
UnknowI.I .. The't<hvn indeed seems at pre1ent quite 
tired of the subject. The Princess's death, . her 
,chal~acter, and what she left, .engross the conversa
tion. Sbe died without:a will~and as her savIngs 

. were generally disposed. of in ,charity,. the small 
temains of her'personal fortune will make a·trifling 
object when divided, among her' children. Her 
favourite, the P.;ofB. very properly insisted on·,the 
king's immediately .sealing up all the papers"to 
secure her from thclidle reports which would be< 
so readily swailowed by the great English monster. 
The business of Lord and Lady" " .. " ,...,.. is' finally 
cornpromisecl, by the a.rbitration of the Chancellor' 
and1.ord C)amden.· He' gives her 1,2001. a-year 
separate maintenance, and 1,5001. to set 'out with~. 
but as hel:Ladyship is now a new face" heF hus-

, band,. who has already bestowed on th~ public 
seventy young beauties, has conceived. a "'iolent 
but hopeless passion for his chastemoi~ty. Hei 
brother told me that h~ h;:ts },low in his h3:nds. a 
Counter affidavit of Countess Des.choff, VI which 

. she 
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she declares' that she received a J)uni of money to 
swear 'the former, the contents of which are totally 
false! Such infamous , conduct may blast her, but 
caQ. never acquit the other. Lord Chesterfield is 
pying. County oppositions -subside; Adieu. 

, Entirely yours. 

N- XXV. 

TIle Same to iheSame. 

Feb.,21st, 1172., . . . . . ~ . . . .' 
'. " HOWEVEI,\,notwiihstanding my indignation, I, 
will employ five minutes in telling you two or th.;ee 
recent pieces of news. 

1. Charles Fox is commenced patriot, and is 
already attempting to pronounce the words coun-' 
try, liberty, corruption; &c. ; with what success, 
time will disco~er.' Y e~terday, he resignedt~e 
Admiralty. The story is, thfLt he coul~ not prevail 
on ministry to j?in with him in his intended repeal 
of the marriage act, (a favourite measure of-hi:s 
father, who opposed it from its origin,) ,and that 
Charles 'Very judiciously thought Lord Holland's 
friendship imported him-IJlore'than Lord ,North's; 

!. Yesterday the ma~riage message came'to both 
Houses of Parliament. You will see the words of 
it in the papers': a~d, thanks to th~ ,submissive 

. piety of this seasion, it is hoped that the princes of 
the next generation. will not find it so easy as their 

-uncles have done, to expose themselves~ and ,bu~ 
then the public. ' 

3. To-day 
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, 3. To-day the House of C~mmons was employed 
in a very odd way. Tommy Townshend moved, 
that the sermon of Dr~ ;Knowell,who. preached 
before the House on the 30th of January, (id est, 
before the Speaker and fourmembers,)'should_be 
burnt by the common hangman, as contcini~g 
arbitiary,·tory~~high-flown doCtrines. The House 
was nearly agreeing to the motion, till they recol
lected that they had already thanked 'the Pteacher 
for. his excellent discourse, and ordered' it . to be 
printed. Knowell's bookseller is much obliged to 
,the Right Honourable. T?mmy Townshend. 

When do you COl!le t() town? I want money, 
and am tired of sticking to the earth by so .many 
roots.. Emhrassez de ma part, &c. Adieu. 

Ev~r yours: 

N° XXVI. 

EDWARD GIBBoN, Esrjuire,to ~fr$. GIBBON, 

Beritan. 

: DEAR MADAM, London,March 21st, 1172. 

I HAVE advanced with some care and some suc
cess in gaining an idea of. the Lenbotough estate. 
The tenants are'atwill, and, from a comparison of 
my rents witb the neighbouring Ol).e§, particulady 
Lord" • "!, there is great probability tQat my 
estate is very much under-let. l\t~y friend Holroyd, 

, 'who is a most invaluable counsellor,. is strongly of 
that opinion. Sir· .... • ..... ~ is just corne home. 
I am sorry to see many alterations; and. little im
provement. From an honest wild English buck~ 

. he 
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he is grown. a plulosopher. Lord""" .. displeases 
every body by the affectation.. of consequence: the 
young baronet disgusts no less by the affectation 
of wisdom. He speakS in short sentences, qUQtes 
l\Iontagne, seldom smiles~ never laughs,drinks only 
water. professes ,to command his passions, and in
tends to'marry in five months. The two lords, his 
uncle, as well as - .. ... , attempt to shew him, that 
luch behaviour, ' even. were it reasonable, does not 
suit this country .. ·Heremains incorrigible; and is . 
every day losing ground in the good opinion of the 
public, which at his first arrival ran strongly in his 
favour. Deyverdun is probably on his journey 
towards England, but is not yet come. 

I am, dear·l\Iadam, &C. &c. &.r_ 

N° XXVII. 

EDW A.RD GIBBON, E..S'l' to J. B. HOLROYD, Es'l. 

Dua HOLaOYD, Pall-Mall, May '16th, 1712. 

. ,I WISH you lived nearer, or even that you could 
pass a week at Beriton. When shirli . you be at 
Richmond? or would there be any use in my going 
down to Sheffield f<?r a day or two? . In yQU alone 
.I put my trust,' and without yo~ I shQuld be per
:plexed, discouraged, and frightened ; for not 'a 

\ single-fish has yet bit at the Lenborough bait. -
I dined the other day withl\Ir. Way at Boodle's. 

He told Jne~ thathe was just going down to Shef
field-Place. As he has probably unladen all the 
politics, jUld Mrs. 'Vay all the scandal of the town, 

" ". . ' I shall 
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.1 shall for the present 0)1.1ysatisfy myselfwith the 
needful; among wh~chl shall always' reckon my 

',sincere compliments to Madame, and my profound 
,respects for Mr. Datch. 

I am, dear HoIroyd, 
, Truly yours. 

It is confidently asserted that the Emperor and 
King, of Prussia are to run for very deep stakes 

.over the Polish course. If the news be true, I 
back Austria against the aged horse; pro'vided little, , 
Laudohn rides th~ match. 

N.B. Ctossing and jostling allowed:-

N~ XXVIiI. 

'''EDWARD GIBBON, Esquire, to Mrs. HOLROYD, 

Senior •. 

Beriton, near Peterstield, Hampshire, 
l\-IADAlII, • July 17th, 1772. 

THERE is riot ~ny event whicl~ could haveaffectid 
me with greater' surprise and deeper ,concern,. than' 
the news in last night's paper, of the death of 'out 
poor little .amiable friend Master Holroyd, -whom , 
I loved, nQt qnly {or his parents' sake, but for his 
'own. Should the 'news be true, (for even yet I' 
indulge some fainthopes,) what must bethe distress 
9f oli.r friends at Sheffield ! I so truly 'sympathize 
with them, that I know not how to write to Hol
royd ;. but must beg to be informed of the state ~f 

. ' " the 
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the family by a line from you; I hive some conr 
pany and business here, but would, gladly quit. 
them, if I had the least r~ason to think that my' 
presence at Sheffield ,,,"ould afforc:l comfort or satis
faction to the man in the world whom I love and 
esteem most. I am, Madam, your most obedient 
bumble Servant, &: c. 

W'XXIX. 

EDWARD GIBBON, Esquire, to'J. B. HOLROYD, 

Esquire. . 

My DBAIL HOLILOYD, BcritoD, July 30th, 1772. 

IT was my intention to set out for Sheffield, as 
soon as I received your affecting letter, and I hoped 
to have been' with you to-day; but walking very 
carelessly yesterday morning, I fell' ·down, and 
put out a small bone in my anele. 1 am now un.l 
der the surgeon's hands, but thi~k, and most ear- , 
nestly hope, that this little accident will not delay 
my journey longer than the middle. of next week. 
I Ii~e, and wish I could alleviate, your feelings. 
I beg to be remembered to Mrs. ,Holroyd ... , I a.m. 
my dear Holroyd, most truly yours. 

N° XXX.' 

EDWARD GIBBON, Esquire, to Mrs. GiB:BON? 

Beriton. 

DUlL MADAM. , Sheffield-?lace, August 7th. 1772. 

I SiT out at six yesterday morning from Uppark, 
and got to Brighthelmstone about two ;. ~ very thin 

"·OL. II. 0 season. 
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seasOn, every body gone to Spa. • In th~ e\-ening 
.1 reached this place; . My friend appears, as he 
ever will, in a light truly respectable; concealing 
tJ1e most exquisite sufferings under the show _of 
composure, and even cheerfulness, andattempting, 
though with little success, '. to confirm' the weaker 
mind of his partner. I find, ,my friend expres~s 
so mucl~ uneasiness at the idea of my leaving him 
again soon, that I cannot refUse to pass the month 
here. ' If Mr. Scott, as I suppose, is at Beriton, he 
has himself too high a sense of friendship not to 
excuse my neglecting him.. I had some hopes of 
engaging Mt.and Mrs. Holroyd to make an excur
sion to PortSmouth, Isle.of Wight, Southampton, 
&c. in which case they would spend a few days at 
Beriton. A sudden resolution w~ taken last night 
iJl favour of the tour. We set out, Mr. and Mrs. 
Holroyd, Mr. Fauquier; and myself, next Thursday, 
and shall dine at Benton the folloviiRg day, and 
s~y there, most probably, three or four days. A 
fal'IJl~house, without' either~cook ~r housekeeper, 
will afford but indifferent entertainment; ,but we 
.must ezeri, and they must ezcuse:. Our tour will 
'last about a fortnight; after which my friend 
presses me to return with him, and in his present 
situation I ~hall be at a loss how to refuse him. 

I am, dear Madam, &c. &c. &c. 
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N° XXXI. 

'Dr. HURD, (tifterwards ,Bishop Q[ Worcester) to 
, 'Mr.- 'GIBBON. " 

Su, Thurcaston, AugUSt29th,,1772. ' 

Y OUB. very elegant le,tter on the antiquity.and 
authenticity of the book of Daniel, (just now re· 
ceived,) finds mc.9 here, if not without leisure" yet 
without hooks, and therefore iIi. no condition ,to 
enter far into the d"epths of this controversy jwhich, 
indeed is the less necessary, as every thing lllat 

. relates to' the subject will come of course' to be 
considered by my learned successors in the new 
lecture. For as the prophecies of Danie! made an 
i~portant link in t~atchain, which, as you say, has 
7Jeen let downfrom hefJ'(Jen to earth~ (but not by the 
author of the late sermons, who brought into view 
only what he had not invented,) the grounds on 
which their au~hority rests will, without doubt; he 

, carefully examined, and, as I suppose, firmly·esta.,. 
blished. . , 

, But in the mean time, and to make at least some 
small return for the civility ofyo~r addres~ ,to me, 
I beg leave to trouble you with two or thre@ short 
remarks, such as occur to me on reading, your 
letter. 

Your main difficulties are these two = i. That 
the author of the book of, Daniel is 'toocl~ar,for 

" a t>roph~t; as' appears from his predic~ion <>ffthe 
Persian and Macedonian affairs ; and, ~. too'fj,bu

,lpus for a. contemporarY historian; 'as is e,:id,ent, , 
G 2 ,you, 
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you supp~e, from his mistakes, particularly in th~ 
.sixth chapter. . / 

1. 'the first of these difficulties is an extraordi
, nary one~ For why may not prophecy, if the in: 
spirer think fit, be as clear as history? Scriptural 

. prophecy, iN hence your idea of its obscurity is 
taken, is occasionally thus clear,. I mean after the 
e,-ent;and Daniel's' prophecy of the revolution, 

· in .the Grecian empire,· would he.ve been obscure 
· enough to Porphyry himself before it. 

But yom: opinion, after all, when you' come to 
explain yourself, really is, as' one should expect, 
that, as. a prophet; Daniel is not clear enough; for 
you enfoTce the. old objection of ·Porphyry, by 
observing~ that where a. pretended prophecy is clear 
toa certain point of time, and after\vards obscure 
and shadowy ; there common serise leads ,one_ to 
conclude that the author of it was an impostor. 

This reasoning is plausible, but· not conclusive;. 
unless it be taken for granted, that a prophecy 
must, in all its parts, be equally clear and precise.: 
whereas, on toe ~upposition of real.inspiration, it 
may be fit, I mean it may suit with the views of 

- the inspi.rer,. to predict 'some things with more per~ 
spicuity, and in terms more. obviously and directly 
applicable to . the eyents in' which they were ful
filled,. than others. But further, this reasoning,' 
whatever force it may have, has no place here; at 

· least you evidently beg- the question when. you . 
urge it; because the persons you dispute against 
maintain, that the subsequent; prophecies of DanIel 
are equally distinct with those preceding ones con-. 
. " cernini_ . . 
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ceming the ·Persian and Macedonian empires, at 
.least so much of them as they take to have been 
fulfilled; and that to judge of the rest, we must 
wait for the conclusion of them. . 

However, you admit that th~ ~uspicion arising 
from the clearest prophecy may be r«;moved by 
direct positive evidence that it was composed 
before the event. But then you carry your notions, 
of that evidence very' far, when you require, "that 
the existence of such a prophecy, prior to its ac
complishment, should be proved by the lmowledge 
of its being generally diffused amongst an enlight
ened nation previous,to that period, and its p1!-blic 
existence.attested by ·an unbr.oken chain of aut hen
tic writers." 

. What you here claim as a· matter of right, is,. 
without question, very desirable, but should, .I 
think, be accepted, if it be given at all, as a !llatter' 
of ffl'Oour. . For ~hat you describe is the 'utmost 
eV1d~nce that the case admits: but wh3:t right have 
w;e in this, or any other subject whatever of natural 
or rewaled religion, to the utmost evidenc~? Is 
j~ not enough that the evidence besufficieni to. 
inauce a reasonable assent? and is not that assent 
reasonable, ~vhic4 is given to real evjdeuce, though 
tlf an inferior kind, when ullcontrolled 'by any 

. weater? And such .evidence we clearlyl have for 
the authenticity of the book of Daniel, inthe r~
Cepbo)n of it by the Jewish nation down to the. time 
of Jesus, whose appeal to it supposes, and implies. 
that recept~on to h,1.ve been.constant and general: 
.nqt to observe, that the testimony of J eaus i~ fur-

s s' .thel" 
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ther supported by all the' ,Considerations that are 
alleged for his oWn divine character. To this evi
dence, which is positive so far as' it goes, you have 
nothing to .oppose but surmise- and conjectures; 
that is. nothing that deserves to be called evidence. 
B.ut:t doubt, Sit, ~~ou . take for granted that the 
claim .9f inspiration is never to be allowed, so long 
as. there is a possibility of supposing that it was 
not given.' . 

2. In the second division of your letter, which 
is longer,and more elaborate, than the first, you 
endeavour to shew that the liistorical part of the 
. book of Daniel, chiefly th~t of the sixth chapter, is' 
false.and fabulous; and as sl:!ch, confutes and over
thro,vs the prophetical. What 'you advance on 
this head, is contained linder .five articles: . . . 

1. You think it strange that Daniel, or any other 
inan, should be promoted to a secret office of state, 
Jor his skill in divination . 

• But here, first, YOll forget that Joseph was thus 
promoted for the sa~e reason. Or, if you object 
to this instance, what should hinder the promotion 
either of Joseph-or Daniel, (when their sknIiu 
divination had once brought them to the notice 
and favour of their sovereign,) for what'youcall 
mere human accomplishments'! -For such assuredly 
both these great men possessed, if we may believe 
the plain part of 'their story, which asserts of Joseph, 
and indeed 'proves, that he was in no common' 
degree discreet and wise; and of Daniel,thaf an 
excellent spirit wasfound in him,: nay, that ht had 
lmowledgcand skill in all . learning and wisdom, 

over 
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~ver and above his' understanding in all 'Visions and 
Bream,. In .short, Sir, though princes..of old might 
not make it a rule to chuse theirtninisters out' of 
their- soothsayers, yet neither would their being 
soothsayers, if they were -otherwi.s~ well accom.;.· 
plished, prevent them .from being ministers. J t.mt 
as in modem times, though ,churchm~n have not 
often, I will ~upposeJ been made officers of state, 
even by bigotted princes, because they were church .. 
men iyet neither have they been always excluded 
£I'om serving in those stations when they have been: 
found eminently qualifie~ for them. 

. ."!.' Y oui" next exception is, that a combination 
could' scarce have been formed in the court of' 
Babylon against the favourite minister, (though 
such factions are common in other courts,) because 
the courtiers of Darius·must have apprehended that 
Ike piety if Daniel would be asserted by a mirflculous . 
interposition; of which they had seen a reCe~t 
instance. .' And heref Sir, you expatiate, with a 
little too much complacency on the strange indif .. 
ference which' the ancient world shewed' to the 
gift of miracles." You do not, I dare say, expect a 
serious answer to this charge; or. if you do, it ~ay' 
'be enough to observe, what- I . am sure your own 
reading ..and exj>erience must havercn~ercd very. 
familiar' to you, that the strongest belief, or convic
tion of tIie milld, perpetually gives way to the in~ 
flame~ selfish passions; and that, when men have 
any scheme of interest 01' revenge much, at 'heart, 
th~y are no~ restrained from pursuing it, ,thougb 
the scaffol<l and the axe stllnq before them m full 

P 4 view, 
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view, .and have perhap~ been streaming but the day. 
before with the blood of. othet state-criminals. I 
ask not, whether· miracles have ~ver actut;llly 
~xisted, but whether you do, not think tha.t multi": 
tudes have been firmly persuaded of their 'exist
eace; and yet their indifference about them, is a 

. fact which Ire<j.dily concede to you. -
, 3. Your third criticism is directed against what 
is said of the law of the Medes and Persians, that it 
alteretk not; where I fi~d nothing to admire, but 
the extremerigour of. Asiatic qespotism. ,For ~ 
consider this irrf::vocability Qf the law, when onc~ 
promulgated -py .the sovereign, not as contdved to, 
be a check on his will,. ,hut rather to shew the irre .. 
sistible and fatal course of it.. And this idea was 
so much cherished by the despots of Persia, that, 
rather than revoke the iniquitous law, obtained by 
surprise, for exterminating, the Jews, Ahasueru. 
took the part, as we read in the ,book of, Esther, 
(and' as Baron l\fontesquieu, I remember, observes,) , 
to permit the Je'Vs to defend themselves against 
the execution of it;' whence we 'see how consist
ent this law Lea with the determination of the 
judges, quoted by you fro1l.l Herodotus, "that it, 

, was lawful for the king to do whatever he pleased :" 
,for we uJlderstand that he did not please that this 
~aw, when once declared by him, should be altertid. 
_"VOlt add 'under this head, "May I not assert 
that the' Greek writers, who have so copiously' 
treated of,the affairs of Persia, have not left us the 
$mallest vestige of a restraint,-equally injurious to 
the, monarch, and prejudicial to the people?" I 

, , - ,. . have 
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have nQt the Greekwriters by me to consult,. but 
a common book I chance to have at hand, ,refers 
m~ to one such ve8~ige, ,in a very eminent Greek 
historian, Diodorus Siculus~ Lowth'. Comment.. 
in loco • 

4. A fourth objection to th~ historic trutll of the
book of Daniel is taken, with. more ,plausibility, 
from the matter of this law, which, as you truly 
observe, was very strange for the king~s counsellor 
to advise. and for any despot whatever to 'e,nact. 
Bu~ I. I a Irttle question whether prayer was 

10 constant and considerable a part of ragan wor:
ship as is' supposed; and if it was not" t:hepreju
dices of the people would not be SO'l11uch shocked 
by this interdict as we are ready to think. Daniel 
indeed prayed three times a day; but the idol~teri 
might content themselves with praying 'now and: 
then at a stated solemnity. It is clear, ,that when 
you speak of depriving men of tne .comforts,«nd 
priests of the prrifits, f!f religion, youhjve, Chris .. 
tiati, and even modem principles and manners iIi 
your eye: perhaps in the 'comforts, you]epresente4 
toyourselfacompany of poor inflamed HuguenotS 
under persecution; and in theprofiis, the lucra
tive trade of popish masses. But be' this as it may, 
"it should be considered, 2. That this law ,could 
not, in the nature of the thing, suppress aU prayer, 
if the people had any great propensity to it. It 
could not suppress. mental prayer; it could not 
even suppress hodily worship, if performed. as it' 
easily might be, in the night, or in secret.· Daniel, 
it was well known, was used to pray in open 

day-light, 
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day-light, and hi" a place expos-ed·to· insp'cctiori,
froin his usual. manner of praying; which manner, 
it was easily cOncluded, soze~lous a: votary as he 
'was;'would not change or discontinue, on accou:ri.t 
of the edict. LastlX, though -the. edict passed for 
thirty days, to make sure work; yet 'there was n~ 
douht but the end proposed would be _soon' accom':' 

. plished; an.d, then it was not likely that much care 
would be taken about the observance of it .. 

All this put fogether,- T can very well conceive 
that extreme envy and, malice 'in the courtiers' 
might suggest the idea of such a law; and, thatan 
impotent despot might· be flllttered. by it. Cer
tainly, if what we read .in the third chapter be 
admitted, that one of these despots required aU 
people, nations, and language, to worship his image 
on pain of death, there is' no' great wonder that 
anothe1' of, them should demand the exclusive 
worship of himself for a month; nay, perhaps, he 
might thiilk himself Civil, and even bounteous to 
his gods, when he left them a ~hare of the other 
deven. For as to the presumption, . 

" Nihil est quod credere de se.· 
Non possit, cum Iaudatur diis requa pot.estas. . 

5. A fifth, and what you seem to think the 
strongest, . objection to the credit of the hook of 
Daniel is, that" no such person as Darius the 
Mede -is to be found' in the succession of the Baby'" 
10nish princes," (you mean as given in Ptolemy's 
canon and :the Greek writers,) "between the time 
of N ebuchadnezzar ~nd that of Cyrus." In saying 

this, 
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this, you do not forget or disown 'what our ablest 
chronologers have "Said on the subject; but then 
you object that Xenophon's Cyaxares tto serve a 
tum) has been made to personate Darius the Mede; 
and yet that Xenophon's book, whether it be a 
romance or a true history, overturns the use which 
they have made of this hypothesis. . 

I permit myself perhaps to be too much flattered 
by your civility iIi referring me to my own taste;' 
rather truin to the 'authority of Cicero:' bUt'the 
truth is, I am much disposed ,to agree "With 'you;
that, -"if we unravel with any care the fine texture 
. of the Cyropredia, we shall discover in every thread 
the Spartan discipline and the philosophy of 
Socrates." But then, as the judicious author chose 
to make so recent a story as that of Cyrus, and orie 
80 well known, the vehicle of his political and 
moral instructions, he would be sure to keep up 
to the truth of the story as far as might be; espe .. 
cially in the leading facts,' and in the principal per .. 
sons, as we 'may- say, of the dra~a. This obvious 
rule of decorum such a 'writer as Xenophon- could 
not fail to observe; and therefore, on the suppo
sition that his Cyropredia is a romance, I should· 
conclude certainly that the outline of it wasgeil~';' 
ine history. But, 
, 2. If it be so, you conclude that there is no 
grQUnd for thinking that Darius the. Mede ever 
reigned at Babylon, because Cyaxares himself 
never reigned there. 

Now, on the idea of Xenophon's book bei'ng a 
romance, there might be good reason for' the' 

author's 



author's .taking no notice of the shott reign'of 
Cyaxares, which would break the ~nity of his 
work, and' divert the reader's attention too much· 
from the'heroof it: while yet the omissio~ could 
harqly seem to, violate historic truth, . since 'the 
lustre of his hero's fame, and the real power w~ich. 
ou t of qu~stion; he reserved to himself, would make 
us .forget or overlook Cyaxares. Bilt, as. to the 
fact, it seems no way incredible that Cyrus should 

. concede t(} his royal ally, his uncle, and his father
in-Jaw, (for he was all these,) the nominal possession 
of the sovereignty; or that he shoul~ share the 
sovereignty with him; 'or, 'at.leaSt, that he should 
leave the administration, as we say, in his hands at 
Baby,lon, while he himself was prosecuting his 
other conquests at a distance. Any of these things 
is supposabieenough: and I would rather admit 
any of them than' reject the express, the repeated, 

_ the circumstantial testimony of a not confessedly 
fabulous historian. 

After all, Sir, I should forfeit, I know~ 'your 
good opinion, iffdid not acknowledge that soine, 
at least, .of these circumstances are such as one 

should not,' perhaps; expect at first 'sight. But 
then SUCJ1 is the condition ()fthings here; and'what
·is true in human life, is not always, I had almost 
said, not· often, that which was previously to be 
expected;' whence an ordinary romance is,' they 
say, more probable than the best history. 

But .should any or all of these circumstances 
wnvince you perfectly, that some degree of eri'or 
or :fictio~ is to be found in the book ,of Dani~4 it 

would 



wo.uld be too precipitate to. conclude that therefore 
the whole book was of no authority'; for) at most, 
you could but infer, that the historical part; in 
which those circumstance~ are observed, namely, 
the 6th chapter, is not genuine;' just as you know 
has been judgedQf some other historical tracts. 
which had formerly been inserted in the book of 
. Daniel. For it is not with these colleci:ions, which 
go under the names of tije Prophets, as with some 
regularly connected system, where a charge of 
falsehood, if made good against one par~, shakes the 
credi~ of the whole. Fictitio~s histories may have 
been joined to true prophecies, when all that .bor~ 
the name of the same person, or any way related to 
hini, came to be put together ill the same volume: 

. but the detection of such misalliance- could not 
affect the prophecies; certainly.not those of Daniel, 
which,respect the latter times; for these have 'an 
intrinsic evidence in themselves, and ass~rt their 
own authenticity, in proportion as :we see, or have 
reason to.admit.the accomplishment. of them •. 

And now, 'S~r, I have only to commit these h~ty 
reflections to your cand,our; a virtue which can
not be separated from the lQveof truth, and. of 
which I observe many traces in your agreeable let· 
ter; and·.if you should indulge this quality. still 
turther, sa·as. to 'conceive th~ . possibility of that 

. being true and reasonable, in matters of religion, 
which may.seem strange, or, to so lively a fl!-ncyas 
yours, e\Ten.ridiculousl you would lI:0t .hurt the 
credit of your excellent understanding, and would 
~ remove one, perbal'i a. principal. occasionof 
.•.. those 
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those mists which, as you Compl;lin, hong over t~e8t 
nice "and difficult subjects. " ' 

, : " I iun with true respect, Si.r, yours, &c. 
(Signed) ~R. ,H. 

Thefollowin'g Fragment wasfound with the fore· 
going Letter, in Mr. GIBBON'S handwriting. 

,YouRanswers'to my fiveobjectiolls against the 
6th chapter, of Daniel come next to, be considered. 
" .1. With regard to Daniel's promotion, I consent 
to withdraw my opposition; and "to allow the cases 
of Ximenes, Wolsey, and Richelieu as parallel in-

, stances: ,though t~ere is surely some difference 
between a young foreign soothsayer being suddenly 
,rewarded, for the inteq>retatioJ;l of a' dream,. with 
the' government of Babylon, and a pliest of the' 
established church, rising gradually to 'the, great 
offices of state. 

2. You apprehend, Sir, that my second objection 
scarcely deserves a serious answer; and that'it 
is guite suffiCi<mt to appeal to my own reading and 

, experience, whether the strongest conviction of the 
'!'lind does not perpetually give way, to the iriflamed 

,and se!fish passions~ Since you appeal to me, I 
, shall fairly lay before you the result of my obser.;. 
vations on that subject.: 1. It must be confesse&' . 
that the drunkard often sinks into the grave, and 
the prodigal into a gaol, ",without· 'a po~sibility of 
deceiving or of checkingthemselves.;. But they 
sink by slow degrees'; and, whilst they:indulge 
'the l'uHng pas~iori, ,atteI!d .on!y,~to .the:;trifling 

, ',' ~,moment 
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moment of each guinea, ,or of each bottle, without 
calculating ~heir :u:cumulated ~eight, til~ thel-feel 

. themselves lrretnevably crushed under It. '2. In 
most of the hazardous enterpiizes of life there is a. 
mixture of chance and good fory:une; what is called 
good fortune, is often the effect of skill: and.!ls 
our vanity flatters us into an opinion of our ~upe· 
Tior merit, we are neither surprised nor dismayed 
by the miscl).ITiage ot our rash predecessors. Th.e 
co'nspirator turns hiu!lesfrom the are and scaffold. 
perhaps still s;reaming with blood, to the successful 
boldness of Scylla, of C~sar, .andof Cromwell; 
and' convinces hiJDself that on such a golden pur
suit it is evell prudent. to sUtke ;l.pteclJIious and 
.insipid life. We may add, that the most daring 
flights of ambition are as. often· the effects 9f neces
'sity as or choice. The princes of Hindostanmust 
either, reign or perish; and when Cresal," passed the 
.Rubicon, it was scarcely possible for him to return 
to a private station.. 3. You.t,hink,.Sir-, .w.e may 
.learn from our own experience, that~ indifference 
concerning miracles is very compatible with a full 

. conviction- of their tl11tb; and so: it undoubtedly 
is with such a conviction as we ,have an opportu
nity of observing. 

N° XXXII. 

E. GIBBON,.Esq. to J. B. HOLR'QYD, !tsq. 
DBA" ~OLllOYD, '.' Beriton,'Oct. 13th, 1772. 

1 AM just arrived, as well as yourself, at my ilii 
penatesJ but with .. very different intentio}l. YOQ. 

. '. ,will. 
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will:ev~r remain a bigot to' those rustic deities; I, 
prop~se to abjure them sQon, and to reconcile my
self-to the catholic church of London.. ' 

1 am so happy, SO exquisitely ,happy, 'at feeling, 
so many mountains taken off·my shoulders, that I 
can brave your indignation, and eve~ the three-

, forked lightning of Jupiter' himself. My reasons 
for taking so unwarrantable a step (approved of by 
Hugonin) were ~Q unmanly despondency, (though 
it .daily becaine more apparent how ~uch the .farm 
would suffer" both in reality and in reputation, bY' 
another year's . management). ,. ,.. ,. ,. ,. ,... 
I see pfeasure but not use ,in 3; congress, therefore ' 
decline it. I .know nothing as yet of a purchaser, 
and can only' give you full and unlimited powers. 
If you think it .necessary, ,let ine know when you 
sell) but, however,do as you please. 

I am sincerely glad to hear ;Mrs. H. is better. I 
, still think Bath would suit lier.' She, and you too" 
I fear, rather want the physic of 'the mind,· than 
of ~he 'body. Tell, me somethip.g about yourself. 
If, among a crowd of acquaintances, one friend can 
afford you any comfort, I 'am quite at your service. 

. Once more; adieu. . 

N° XXXIII. 
E. GIBBON, Esq. "to J. HOLROYD, Esq. 

DEAR HOLROYD; .Pali-Mall, Dec. 11th, 1771. 

By this thne,· I supPQse you returned to the 
Elysian fields of Sheffield. The country (I -do not, 

* Mr. ~olroyd's then only son died about two months b~fo~ 
chiS time. • ' .. 

mean 
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~elnany partij:ularrefiections on Suss~x) PlUst be 
vastly pleasant at this time of the year ! Fo~ my 
owri par~the punishment of my sins has at length 
oye}taken m~. On Thursday th~· thir~ of D~em ... 
ber,· in. the present year tlf'our Lord one thou~and 
seven hundred and seventy-:two; between.the hours, 
of one.and two in th~ lj.ftemoo~".as lwas crossing, 
sf:.. James's ·church.yard, I stumbledt and again, 
,prained my j~ot ; . but, alas! after two days paiu. 
and confinement, a honid monster, ycleped . the 
gout, made me a short visit; and thoug-hi he has. 
now .taken his leave, I am full of app~ehe~siops 
thathe P1ayhaveliked. my company well enough 
to call again. " . 

The parliament; ·~t'ter·a 'few . soft murmurs, is 
gone to ,sleep •. to . awake agaiIt after C9-t;istinas, 
safely. folded in Lord N~)fth's arms; The t()w~i$ 
gone into. the' :countly; .and. J propose 'Oisiting. 
Sheffield about Sunday se'nnightt if by that time I 
Can get my household preparations (I have as good, 
as taken ~ady Jt9US'S l~ase in B~ntinck-street) in:
any wnyardness, .. Shall Jangle for Batt:! No 
news s~irring, e~cept the: Duchess· of G:s pr.eg.f 
nancy certainly de£1a.red. Your's. sincerely.· 

N° XX:XIV; 

The Same to the Same. 
Boodle's, Ten o'clock, Thursday Evening, Dc,;:, i772. 

DEA& HOL&OYD, 

JtJy schemes with regard to you have been 'en
tirely disappointed. The business that .called me 
.' VOL. II. II to 
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~o town was not ready before the 20th of las! 
month, and the same business 'has kept me here 
till now: I have however a very strong inclinaM 

tioIi to eat a -Christmas mince pie ,with you; arid 
let me teU you that inclination is no' small compli~ 
ment 'What 'are the trees and waters of Sheffielc1-
Place, com pared \vith the comfortable smoke, lazy 
dinners, -and inflammatory Junius's, which we can 
every day eJ.1joy in town ? You have seen the last 
Junius? He calls on the distant legions to march 
to the C~pitol, and. free lIs from the tyranny of 
the . Prretorian: . guards. I canno~ answer for the 
ghost of the 'hie et' ubique,. but the Hampshire 
militia are detemuned to keep the peace for fear of 
a brokerihead; After all, do I mean to 'make you 
a visit next week ? Upon my soul, I cannot tell. . 
] telt everybody that I shall! I know that I. can
n~t pass the week with any man in the world with 
whom the pleasure of seeing ,each other will be 
more sincere or more reciprocal., Yet, entre nous, 
I do not bel,ieve that I shall be able to get 'out of 
this town before you come into it. At all events 
I look forwards, with great impatience~ t~ Btutan
street· and the Romans.f 

Believe me most truly yoUrs. 

• Wb,ere Mr. Holroyd's family pass~d a winter. 
, t The Roman Club. 
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N° XXXV. 

EDWARD GIBBON, ESf. ,to J. HOLROYD, Esq. 
DEAa HOLROYD, . January 12, 1773. 

LEN-BOROUGH is no more! ' Lord .. :11= • «: acted 
iike a Jew, and I dare say' now repents ~t. In his 
room .'. .:11= found me abetter mail, a rich; 
brutish, honest llorse-<Iealer, ,,,ho 'has got a. great 
fortunc by serving the ·cavalry .. On Thursday ,he, 
saw Lenborough,' on Friday came to town with 
• ,*" :11= :11= ,and' this morning at nine o'clock 'we 
struck at 20,0001. 'after a very hard 'battle.' As 
times go. lam not dissatisfied.' :11= :It, ... :11=_ and, 
the new Lord of Lenborough (by"name Lovegrove) 
dined With me; and thougli we di~ nof. speak 
the same language, yet by the help 01' signs, such 
as that or putting aoout the bottle; 'the natives 
se~med well satisfied. ' 

:The" whole world is going down to Portsmouth,. 
where they will enjoy the pleasures o( smoke, 
noise; heat, bad lodgings, and expensive reckon:
ings. For my O\vn part, Ihayc, firmlYl'esisted 
lmportunity, declined' parties, and mean, to pass 
the busy week In the soft retirement of my IJocoge 
(Ie BentiIick-strect. Yesterday the East' India 
Company 'positively ~efuscd - the loan; a' noble 
resolution, could they get money any 'where t;lse. 
They are vioient; ~nd it 'was moved, and the mo
tion heard \vith some degree of- appi'obatiqn, that 

. they should instantly abandon India to Lord Nort~, 
Sujah Dowlah, or the Deyil, if he chose to take 
.it; . Adieu. 
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N° XX,XVI. 

,tDW.ARD G ~B~ON, $stj. toJ. HOLROYD, Esq_ '. ' 

DEAlt HOLROYD, ' _ Boodle's, May 11, 1773. 

I AM full ,of worldly cares, anxious about the 
'greattw'enty-fourth, plagued with the'public Ad
~ertiser, distressed by the most dismal dispatches 
from Hugo~in. Mis. Lee claims a million ofre-
pairs, :which will cost a million of money~ , 
, The House' of Commons' sat late last night. 

Diu'goyne made some spirited motio:ris~" That the 
territorial acqui.sitions in Indl~ belonged to th,e 

'state (that was the wo~d1; that grants to the ser
vants of-the company (such 'as jaghires) were iile

, gal;, and t~a~ the~e would be no ,tr~e repentance 
'without restit~tloii." \V eddel'burne defended the 

_ nabobs with'greli.t' eloquence, but little argument~ 
The motions, were carried without a division; and 
the hounds go out again next Friday~ They are 
,'in high spirits; ~ut the more sagaci()us ones _ have 
no, idea tlleysh:~11 kilL ~ord North spoke for the 
imluii'y, but 'fairitly arid reluctantly.- Lady""" 
,is said tobe in town at ,her mother's, andas~pa,
ration: is' unavoidable;' but there is nothing certain. 

Adieu. S)rice~ely yours.' , , 

N° XXXVII. 

J.lJr: 'VHITAKER to EDWARD GIBBON, Esq • 
. Dl\Al\. Sn", 

,1 iUAN'K:YQUVery cordially for your letter of 
, eriticisms upon Fingal aild myself. It i~' suchan 
'eneas' a friend should "irite and I wish to receive. 

And 
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And I cannot but .observe,. t:hat our acquainuu.ce, 
so sensibly and properly begun, seems for, t,hat.rea .. 
son to promise. JI. .much 10nger·contiUllance than 
the customary intimacies ,of the'world., .. 

Your .-emru:k upon th~ t;lram:ttic poem. of CQrnata 
struck.me very strongly. uponmy.first.l'eading it. 
It is quite new, and equally l!-CU~ ,and lng~niousi 
TIle elder son of Sevems wasl.l()t dellOIJ1lMt¢d 
Caracalla" at the tiJIle of his father's Qr. bis:, own 
expedition into Caleclqnia., And, yet,· perhaps, ,in 
the fond credulity, of a m~n that admires_ the 
poems of Ossian, anclhasbuilt too much upon 
them to allow them mate~ially affected by any . 
interpolations, I see the objection, as I r,eflectulOl'C 
upon it, losing gradually its foree, and at last re~ol" 
ving into' nothing. ' 

It proceeds upon a supposition, that, if not true 
itself, makes the other useless. Th,is is, That th~ 
poems. in general, '.and Comala in .particular, were 
either 'written atthe time of the transactions re., 

. corded in them; or- with a sac~ed reg~rd to the 
names then borne by the agents. • And. thi~ lap • 

. prehend not to be really -the case. At It~ast, . ~t can. 
not be proved. And" till it is, .the object~on (J 
think) has nothing to rest llp~m .. That ,thepQems 
in general wcrenot written atthetiin,e, is plain 
from a variety of circumstances, in, which the 
author, like our Milton, fuJI of his~ own fee1ing~ ill 
the- blindness and solitude 'of ag:e, frequcntly leaves 
bis, subject, and . COmes home, as it were, to )li~ 
-own business and boson}. And that this of Comala -
was not:.. is, deino1).st;a,bl~, bec~use the author ,vas 
llot then born perhaps" and. W·~ . certainly i.n Jli~ 

, . H :s - infancy 
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infaney only. This poem;' therefore,. like all the 
rest,. was written many years lifter the Jact,and 
piobably, like t~em, . in the later stages of Ossian's 
life; certainly not tiU the middle· period of it, wheri 
the fervours 'of the youthful· warrior were tempered 
by years into the steadier glow of manhood and 
poetry. He then appears as a. 'renowned bard, the 
1vel.l-known voice of Gona. And then, employing 
the hours" of 'peaceful inactivity in ,composing his 
poems, he would' naturally, I suppose, make use 
of th~names,· whatever the actors might have 
borne at the time; ,that'were most familiar, to his, 
countrymen when .he ,wrote. This would certainly 
be his mode of acting, 'I think; ana, if the name 
of Antoninus had been . sunk for years in that pf 
Caracalla, the poet would' be ohliged indeedtQ 
make a sort of poetical anachronism, . and use the 
latter appellation instead of the former .. 

That the name of Caracalla 'was the general one 
attributed to the~on of Severus in the empire, and 
consequently by the' nations bordering upon. it, is 
plain, I think, from its transmission to the -Present 
times, and the popul!!r use of, it . over all Europe. 
The concurrence of all modern wr~ters in the name 
must have r~suited from some common principle 
of agreeme~t, the popularity and familiarity of it. 
among thenl. And accordingly Bede, who men
'tions the emperor by the title' of Bassianus and 
Antoninus in one place, speaks of him in another 
under the name ofA!1toninus cognomento, Cara
calla (p. ,£0.' S~ith). ,This thei-efore being his p~ 
pular "title, when Ossian wrote, he would naturally 
usc it in his poems. The name of' Bassianus was 

never 
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never known proba.bly among the Caledonians. 
That of Antoninus would be tooindistiDct, aud 
not point out the person intended with. sufficient 
particularity. But that ofCaracallawould answer. 
every. difficulty: ·it waS at .mice popul3.1" and spe.
cific; and the an.ticipation was of litde roOI.Dent ill 
itself, and ill the eye .of poetry , especially, of none, 
at all.. . . 

This secllllI .to me a just and fair ac'coun,t of that 
little anachronism, jf it cali be ,socaUed, whkh 
your eye, my friend, ,has first fou,nd out .in the 
poems of Ossian. And this comes directly tQ t~le 
point,] think, and without any a~kriowJedgment 
of interpolations iIi t~m" Could .such be prQ.v~d, 
we must give up the authenticity of the poems as 
to every historical purpose. Had such been made, 
they must have detected thems~lves :. and we have 
sufficient authority to say, ~t n8 such were made. 
4' On Mr. Macphejson's return from the Highlands 
with' the poems in their original.state," 'says Dr; 
Blair, "he set himself to . translate' unde!:, the eye: 
Qf some who ·were a,cquamted with'· the Galic lan~ 

. 'guage, and looked into his. manuscripts; and bya 
larg'Cf publication, afterwards,. inade .au·appeal. to 
all the natives of the Highlands .and -islands of 
Scotland, whether he .had been faithful' to his 
charge, and done justice to theiF well-known arid 
favourite poems." The. Doctor accordi~gly inr 
forms us, that he ha.dapplied by lettel's~imself to 
several persons of c~edit and honour,. wbo .w.ere 
natives of ·theHighlands irild Isles, .andwell ae- . 
quainted with the PQems, and the language, ,desir- . 
. ing to know their real opinion· of .the translation:; 

H 4 and 
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and that not one of them ." insinuates the most 
remot~ stlspicion, that Mr. Macpherson has either 
forged or adulterated anyone of the poems he has 
published." The Doctor then enters into a detail 
of testimonies, which, I think, carry the highest 
conviction with them, concerning a, point which, 
at other times, I have been a little inclined ,to 
doubt, the real accuracy and strict fidelity of the 
translator. And the cursory reading of'these ~vi
dences, now, has had' such .. an effect upon my 
mind, that I am fully persuaded they must have 
a great one' upon an understanding like yours, 
sceptical pe~haps, but argumentative, hesitating 
in. its assent, but not from wild surmises, or airy 
suspicions, ·but from daubts, reasonable though 
perhaps not just, and objections grounded though 
not sufficient. 

This subject,has taken up more of my letter than 
I originally intended it should, J1.nd I hasten from 
Ossian to myself. . Your judgment conceniing my , 
attempt to reSCij:e. the character and actions of Ar-' 
thur from the accumulated shade of 1200 years,as 
it is the 'result of a careful and attentive perusal, 
has gratified the spirit of authorship about me very 
much. . As you have shewn by pointing out some 
of the faults in the work, that you are superior to 
the usual1Jlode of treating authors, I lay the gr~ater 
stress llpon it; and, as' you had taken a different 
route in your own work, I lay still greater. , You 
think,' however, that.I toq .peremptorily censured 
Dr. Hurd. w:ith regard to hisa.sserted origin of chi
valry, and that indeed my origin of it is not so just 
as his. As to the former, I am ready to own, and 

Ido 
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I do voluntarily acknowledge, that there is a vein 
of presumptuousness and decisiveness running 
throughout the whole of the first as well as the 
second volume, which (after I had published the 
first) 1 stood amazed at on a review; and can only 
account fot my being betrayed into it, by the na
tural sanguineness of my terriper, heightened by 
the real or· supposed discoveries that 1 had made, 
and yenting itselfuncorre.cted in the solitude of a 
study. And 1 corrected it in my second edition ,of 
the 1st volume, that I published last winter, and 
have also corrected it some weeks ago in that copy 
of the second which 1 am re-preparing for the 
press. But the censure itself (if it may be called 
a censure) seems to me to be just. You think, 
that the whole argument for my placing the origin 
of chivalry in the age of Arthur, rests upon this, 
that his warriors shared with him the dangers ·of 
battle and the feast of victory: but I apprehend 
that it does not. I have noted, that a military 
order appears to· have existed . among Arthur's 
knights, fi'om the continuance of it near 100 years 
after his death (p. 533 and 536); and this, I think, 
entirely precludes your objection and Dr.· Hurd's 
hypothesis. . 

·What you observe concerning the enthusiasm of 
my style and sentiments in the religious part of the 
work, is more just, 1 think. That of the style is 
the natural operation of my over-vivacity when 1 
wrote it, near five years ago, raised and coloured 
by what (I hope) I shall ever retain, my unbounded 
admiration of the' Christian system. But 1 had 
mellowed and softened both in my corrected copy, 

before 
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before I received yours, and have thrown insomc' 
additionalsoftenings since., I wish to write like a, 

man, w:ho is deeply impressed with tile sensibilities. 
of religion; and I have even the fond desire of 
speaking useful1y.to_ the heart, when I am gene
rally writing only to the h~ad. But I do not want 
to counteract my oWn purposes. Lknow the phi .... 
losophic air of coldness with which the present age 
affects to receive any. notic~s of religion: and 
some prudential-deference must .be paid to thein'e .. 
ligious humour. Yau think that I have not .paid 
enough ;.,..,...,a,nd. so· I think. - . The monkish bigotry 
of ' the Saxon kings, which you note to .be touched 
with too gentle an hand, and which, I thiI!k,was 
not touched at all, I have now, in consequence of 
your Jetter, animadverted upon in· that sort ~f 
'transitory manner, however, which alone was 
suited .to the design of the paragraph, and the turn 
of the senti~ents. My "rough treatmentofPlu. 
tarcb/' though; tolerably gentle, 1 think, I have 
softened still more, on the credit of your hint: 
and my rougher of Mr .. Hume 'will be discarded, 
not perhaps for less severity, but ·for greater gen. 
teelness. All that relates to him will be thrown 
together into the Appendix, be 'greatlyenlarged, 
and soform a regular criticism for the' Sa.-xon pe
riod. And the remarks will be written in a more 
critical and histol'ical manner. My treatment of 
·Socrates, which you think harsh, seems to .. me 
highly complimental.· Complimental it certainly 
is, .with regard to his genCl'al.character. And th~ 
. only supposable hru'shness is, that he is ~id to 
have lived and died a polytheist. .' . 

The. 
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The avarice and 'ambition of the SaXon clergy;,l 
you think, I ,have also touched too gently; and I 
did not mean to touch'it at all. 'All that I have 
said rdates merely to the ,emoluments and hom;)Urs 
conferred upori them: and do, thoscr· necessarily. 
imply avatice; or these ambition, in the receivers? 
I own that my work would have been bette~ 
adapted to the taSte of many in the present time, 
if I had, with .,ne of Mr. Hume's superior air~ 
treated the clergy very freely; inveighed against 
ambition in the~,and yet considered it as the 
great stimulus to virtuous actions in the laity, .and 
branded them for'all avarice which was founded 
only in ,the surmises 'of an ungener~u& s,",spicion. 
But surely it does not become' any man of se~ti. 
ment and spiIit to write in the strain of popular 
prejudice, and to sacrifice the praises of future ge. 
nerations to the applause of ,the present.· The 
time will soon conie, when 'this momentary vapour 
will give way to others, be lost, and' forgotten in 
the common mass, or 'be ,remembered' only for ~ 
while, because of the odd and fantastic shapes that, 
it assumed: . And this ·will serve equally as my 
apology for the assertion which seems so striking 
-to you, that of the divine institution of tythe~ 
They appear to me to be as divine now, as they are 
acknowledged to have been at first: and lseenot, 
how the argument tbatis ,urged in the text for 
~leir divinity, can' possibly be overt1u:own.* In 

COll-

• Ii i~ no small reproach ,to the human understandi~g, that a 
man of 'Mr. Whitaker's abilities should maintain such ,opinionS'. 
It was supposed, to the credit of the English clergy, that scarcely 

one 
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condescensIOn noweve.r .tu· we· world,· I ha v~ struck 
out the .:whole paragraph.;in.ihe, notes :up~m Mr., 
Huriie, inrwhich the subjectwa.sgone .oyer more" 
fornially .again;- and I. leave the whole Ito stand 
upOn what is: said in p.;,790; ,791.,' .',.' '. 

, Lhave. thus replied more largely than I at first 
intended, to your very-obliging lett~r,: Sir'; and 1, 
&hotild sooner haveacknowledged'i:he favo~rl had 
I riot been d~ply engaged in revi&jng, .correcting, 
and enlarging my second volume for the press; 
This has fully .employed me sinc~.my alTival in the 
cOQntry, and,willtake up all.my time, I suppo~e, 
till· my return. 'In: the meaq while, I hope YOl!o 
are engaged in the usefuller. business of preparing! 
YOUI history for. the public: no time,. I th,iIlkj 
.should be lo~t, injustice to yourself as well as ,the. 
public; and I should have heen gl~ iflcould have· 
been of half the service tQ you in it,. that you have: 
been of to me. . 
j' 'Vhen your favour airive~ I had bee~, th~ee Or 
four days't wishing, to .have some opportunity of 
writing to,you, but could not think of any but our 
old subjects., Your letter happily' delivered ·.me 
froni the embarrassment: and I hop~ to hear 
speedily. from you again. I should be very sorry 
to have our acquaintance, and (IJ~ope I mayadd) 
our friendship, even suspended for the long inter~ 
,.aJ of my absence from Londqn:' and we; shall 

'one of them in this enlightened age believed in, or insisted on, 
tb~ divinity of tytht's. Their divinity is surely now no more ac
knowledged than thnt of aU those laws of Moses contained in ',he 
Levitic Code, which were abolished OD the introduction o( quis,. 
tianity. , ·S. 

.'. meet 
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meet there,! trust, OnIIiy' return, as old' friends 
that know, and therefore 'value each other. In 
that confidence I remain, deatSir,:' ,. 

Your favoured and obedieIit·-Fdend and S't!rvant; 
. J .. WIIITAKER> 

p,. So' -Sahnasius's derivation 'of O!1t. de.rical cas':' 
socks frOni the Gaulishcaiacallre, I think ,is'one 'of 
those wild vagaries of etymology that· have so 
greatly discredited the science. CaSsock- is.ca,ul 
in Armorick, a priest's cope, . arid r:osut and 'casog 
iii Welsh and Irish, 'a cassock: . . 

Manchester, July 20, iT73 •. 

N° XXXVIII. 

EDWARD GI~BON, Esq:i()·J:HQL.ROYb~EstiJi. 
. . Edinburgh~ . . . . . ,; t' " 

DBAJI, HOLROYD, r·Benti.nck~stre~.t, .i\ug. 7,. ~773.; r 
. l BEG ten thousand pardons for .Dot be~:p.g .~ead, 
as I certainly ought to be' .. But~ such ili'my'ab
ject nature;. that I .11ad rather Jive hlBentinck-:
street, -attainted and convicted ofth~sin.-. Qf, Iazl
ness, than enjoy your applause .~itheratold.·l'i¢k.'s 
or even 1n the Elysian Fields. : Afterall~ could, yoJ,j 
expect that I should honour with, myco.rresppndr 
ence.a wild barbarian Qf.tbe B,ogs9£ ~r1n f~ ; :Ha<l 
the natives inter-Geptecl my)ct1;er.'.; th~. t~rrors ,OQ:

casioned,by sUj::h unlmown ,magi'! charll<tt~r& 'Plight ' 
hay-e. been fatal to YOJi4 ; j3utww YQJ.l.4av¢ .tsc~p~~l 
the fury of theirhospitality;.and. are arriyed a;mong 
a cee-Y'i.-l~ezed na~iolJ.l ,:nlay ve:nt.uret<Henc.w .. my 
intercourse. ' 

. Yo", 
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. YOlt tell me qfa lQng 'list of dukes, lords, and 
chieftains of renown to whoIIl YOlt are introduced; 
were I with you, I should ptefen)ne David to them 
~11 •. ',When you ar~at Edinbmgh, I hope you will 
,not f~iI to visit.thestye of that fattest of Epicurus"s 
hogs~ and inform yourself whether there remains 
no hope of its' recovering the use of its right paw. 
There is another animal of great, though not per~ 
baps of equal, and certainly not of similar merit,' 
one Robertson; has· he almost created the ne\v 
~vorld ? Many other m~n YOll. have undoubtedly' 

. seen, in the country where you are at present, who 
must have commanded your esteem: but when y'ou 
return, if you ale not very honest, you will possess 
grea~advantagesover me in any' dispute' conce!"Iling 
Caledonia1\. merit. . . ' 

Boodle's and Ahvood's are.ilOw no' more. The 
last stragglers, and Godfrey Clarke in the rear of 
all, are moved away to 'their several castles; and I 
now enjoy, in' the midst of London, a delicious 
solitude, My libral'y~ Kensington Gardens, and a, 
few parties with new acquaintance who are chained 
to London, (among whom I reckon Goldsmith and 
Sir. Joshua Reynolds,) fill up my'time, and the 
monster Ennui preserves a: very respect(ul distance. 
, .ny the bye; your friends Batt, Sir John Russell, 
and Lascelles, '.' dined witi1 me. one day before they 
fiet off; for I sometimes give the pretti~st little din
~eJt in the 'World. ' But all this composure draws 
!lear its· concl~ion.. About the sixteenth of this 
month Mr. Eliot carries m~ away, and after pick
ing up .Mrs. Gibbon at Bath, sets me down at Port 

. . Eliot: 
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..Eliot: there I 6hlloll certainly remajn six weeks, or, 
in other words" to the end of September. My 
future motions, whether tQ London, Derbyshire, 

. or a longer stay in Cornwall, (pray is not" motion ' 
to stay" rather in the Hibernianstyle?) will depend 
on the.life of Port EUot, :the time of the meeting 
of parliament,and perhaps the impatience of Mr. 
Lovegrove, Lord of Lenborough, One of my 
pleasures in town ,1 forgot 10 mention, the unex., 
pected visit of Deyverdun,.. who accompanie.shis 
young lord (very young indeed t) on a two Il1onth~ 
tour to England, He took the opportunitY,o~ the, 
Earl's going down to the Duke of Chandos's, .to 
spend a fO}tIlight (nor do I recollect a more plea.. 
santone) in-Dentinck-street. They are now gone 
together into Yorkshire, and, I think it doubtful 
whether I shall see him again, before his return to 

. Leipsif. It is a melancholy reflection,. that while. 
one is plagued with acquaintance at'the comer of 
every ~treet, real friends should be separated from 
each othet by unsunnountable bars; and obliged to 
catch 'at a few ,transient momerits 'of interview: I 
desire that 'you and my Lady (whom I most respect
fully greet) would take your share 'of that very heW 
and acute observation,' not so larg€! a share indeed' 
as my Swiss friend,since 'nature and fortune ~ive 
us more frequent opportunities of/being together; 
You cannot expect newS {rom a desert, and stIch is 
London at present;' The paper~give- YOll theruU' 

. harvest of public intelligeI¥:e;and I imagine that 
~he ,eloquent nymphs o,f Twickenhli:m." .communi~ 

-MisS Cambri~ges. . 
. ~ate 
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cate aU the transactions qf the polite, the alhorousi 
aJ.id the marrYIug world. The great pantomime <5t 
PortSIIlOuth was universally admired;. and. I am 
angry at my own laziness in neglecting an excel ... 
le.nt pppo'rt~nity . of seeing it; Foote has gIven us ' 
the Bankrupt, a seriol,ls and sentimental piece, with 
vcry-severe strictures on the license of . scandal in 
a~ac'king private characters: Adieu~ Forgive and 

. epistolize me.:! shall not believe you sincere in 
the Jormer, unl~ss' you- make Bentinck-street your 
inn.·I.fear:l shall be gone; but Mrs. Ford,· and. 
theparr9t will be proud to" receive· you and 'my 
Lady 'after yout long peregrination; from wh,ich .I 
expect great. improvements. Has.' she gGt the' 
brogue .upon th~ ti~ of her' tongue?t 

i 

N° XXXIX.' 

EnWARI1 t.riBBON, Esq. t~ .J;. i-IO·~Rqy~,':E:sq.: , 
DEAl\. HOLROYD, "PortEliot, Sept.'Wth. 1773 • . , .. .. -" -' ...... ' . 

By this time you: have !,urely,finished YO.lIi· ,tour,. 
touc;hedat Edinburgh, where you found aJc;:tter" 
which you have ,not answered, 'and are n(jw~con~, 
templating the beauties o~ the Weald 'of ,Susse;x:., 
1 shall· dep1and a long' and particular account of 
your peregrinations,but will excuse it till we meet;. 
and for. the present expect only a,short Il1~mOl~an" 
dum of your health and situation, toge~her. with 

. that ,of my n)Uch':ho~oured friend Mrs: Holroyd~ 

His hOllsekeeper ~ ;: '. '; . 
• 'tM r.1,Lnd 'Mrs. Holioyd made a tour to'Ireiand aud Sc~tlancl 

,this summer. ' 
A word , 
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Holroyd. A word too,' if you: ph~ase; concermng 
father and sister; to the latter Ielldos-e a'receipt 
from 1\lrs. Gibboinvho is now with rile at PortEliot~ 

BH~d'as you accuse me, of being to the! beauties: 
of nature .1 I am wonderfuliy pleased with:, this, 
country. Of'her'thi'ce dullndtes,.grollnd, plants, 
.. nd '. 'ltYltcr, ,Cormvall possesses' the first l!-nd last 
in very high perfection., . Thin.k of a hundred soli;. 
tary streams peacefully glid~ng between amazing 
cliffs on one side, and rich meado.w~ol1 the.otllCri 
gradually swelling' by the aid of .tbe tide into nobllt 
rivers, S!lccessively losing themselves in each other, 

.a.l19.all at length terminating in .tlle harbour of 
Plyinouth"vpose broad· ,expanse is -irregularly 
. i9tted with two-and~f01ty line of battle. ships. III 
plants indeed we are deficient; and th<:mgh aU the 
gentlemen now attend to. posterity, the couIitry 
will for a long tilJlc be ,very naked. We have spent 
several days agreea~lyeno,!gb. in little pal:ties' ; but 
in general otir time rolls- away in ,complete uni-,' 
formity. Our landlord possesseslleither apack'()f 
hounds, nor '. stable of l·imning horses, n~r ~-large 
farm,nor a good library. The last only could in-
t~rest !De; bu.t it is singular that a mali of fortune, 
who chooses to pass ~ine.months of the ),<:ar in the 
~ountry? sh~)Ula have none of them. 
Accordi~g to our present design, Mrs.; G ipban,and 

myself retulU to Bath about'the beginning of. next 
month. , I shall probably mak~ but a short stay 
with her, and '(~cfeql1Y Derbyshire journey till,ano.., 
ther yea,r.' Sufficient fOl~ the summer is the evil 
thereof, vi~ .. one distant country ,excursion:, ., N a-

VOL, II. ' J turai 
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tural inclination, the prosecution of my great work, 
and the conclusion·of my Lenborough busilless, 
pleadstrpngly in· favour of London. However I 
desire, and, ollealways find~ time for. ~hat. one~ 
really desireS) to visit Sheffield-Place before the end 
of October, should it only be for a few days. . I 
know'se,veral houses.when; I am .invited to think 
myselfat-home,.1:)utI know no other where 1 seem 
. inclined to ;accept Of the iiwitatjon. i forgot to 
teU you, tp.at I . have declined the publication of. 
Lord Chesterfield's Letters.· The public will see 
them, and upon the whole, I think, with plea.c;ure; 
out the family were strongly bent against it; and 
especially on Deyverdp.n's. account, I' deemed it 
more prudent to avoid making them my personal 
enemles. 

illr •. GmBON to lII1:. lIOLROY,D..' 

. Be~tinck-street,'Dec, 16th, 1773. 

To tl~e vulgar' eye of ~n idle"man,LoIidoh is 
empty; but, I find many pleasant companions, both 
dead a1).d ~live: . Two or three days'a~o rdinedat 
Atwood's with a very select pal:ty .. Lord G. Ger. 
maine was of it,: and w~ communed a:Iong' tim{\ 
'y &u know Lord Holland is"paying Charles's d¢bts. 
They- amouht to 140,0001. At a 'meeting of the cre
ditors, . his agent declared, that after deducting 
60'001. a-year settled on Ste,~ and. it. decent provi-
•• ,. .' i 

* The Hon. Stephen Fox, elde~t' son of Lord. Holland, • 
5].on 
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sion for his old age, the residue of his weahh 
amounted to no more fhan .90,0001. 0 The creditors 
stared, till Mr. Powell declared that he ow.edevery· 
thing totI1C noble Lord;o that he happened to bltVe 
50,0001. in Iopg annuities; and begged that he 
might be permitted to supply the deficiency~. "How ~ 
generous ! Yet there ar~ people" woo say the
money only stood in his name. My brother ~te's 
son js a second :Messiah, said Charles the oilier day. 
How; so? Because born for the. destruction of .the 
Jews. 

The Same to the .same . 

. ' January 29th, 1774. 

I AM now getting acquainted with auth~ts, ma~ 
nagers, &c. good company to know, bilt not.t~ live. 
with.' 'Yesterday I dined # tht: British Coffee
house, with GlI:rrick, Coleman, -Goldsmith, Mae
ph~son, John Hume, &c~ I 1Ull this moment come' 
from Coleman's Man .of Business. We dined' at 
tile Shakesp~are, and went hi a. body to s~pport it. 

o Between friends, though we got a verdict for our 
client, his cause was but a bad one. It is a very 
collfu~ed miscellany of sevef!ll. plays and' tales;' 
sets out brilliantly..enough,· butas we advance the' 

. plot grows thicker, the wit thinner, till the lucky 
fall of the curtain preserves us fro~ total chaos. 

Bentinck-street ha$ visited We1beck-street.. SaP"' . 
. pho is ,.very happy 'that she, is . there" :yet: on' 
Sheffield-Plac,?, she squints· with. regret 'and 0 grati<-

, "1£' tude. 
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tud~~ ,Mamma consulted meaboutbuying.coals;' 
we cannot get any round on~s. Quintus is gone' 
to head the civil war. ' Of Mrs. * * * '"' I have no-: 
thing to say;' I have got tny intelligence for in
suring; and willipImediatelyget th(! preservative 
against fi~.. Foster ha~ sent t:ne eig'ht-and-twenty 
pair af Paris silk stockings, with an, intimation 
that my lady '\Vished for half-a-dozen. They are 

,much at her service; but ·if.she will look into 
D~\rid Hume's. EsS~y :on National Characters,. she 
will see that I durst not offer th~m to a Queen, of 
Spain. Sache;z' qu'une rei",e if Espagne n'a point de 
jal1,lhe~. Adieu. ,- " 

.N° XLII. 

EDWARD CnmoN, 1j:sq: t~ J. HOLROYD, Esq. ' 

1774. 

WE have conquered.; * * *. was amazed'at the' 
te~I)pest just' }'eady to br~ak oyer hi~ .head., JIe 
does not desire to go to law', wishes to li,-e in pe~ce, 
h~no' complaints ,to make" hopes for 'a little in..; 
4ulgence. ' Hugonin is' now in thr.attitude of st'. 
Michael trampling upon Satan; he holds him down; 
till Andrews has prepared a'little chain of,fidamaizt 
tobilldthe foul fiend. In return, receive'my con-: 
gratulation on' ydur Irish victory. Batt told me 
ye~terday, asfroll~ goo(l authority, that administr~
don designed a second attempt this se,ss,ion ~ hut 
to-:day I have it from much better, that they al\vays 

, 'discouraged it, and t1~at it was totalt!Jan,Hiberni.at. 
8c',enu:. You remark that I saw,Bat.t. He p~~~d 

, . 
two 
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two 'hours with me; 'a pleasant ,man! lIe and Sir -
John Russell dine w1~h"me next week : yoU: wilr 
have hotk ,their portraits;. tke originals, are ,en
gager!,' 

,N° XLIII. 

The Same f(} the Slime. 
Fehruary, 1774 •. 

DID you get down safe an<leaHy i Ismy Lady 
in good spirits and humour? Yau do not ~esen~ 
that .$he should, for- hurrying' her 'away.' Does, 
Maria coquet with P.ivedown r'll' Adieu:. Bentinck .. , 
street looks, very dismal. You, maysuppos~ that, 
nothing very' important can 'have occurred since 
you left' town: ,b1l;t I, will send you sOllle ~CCOUl1t 
of America' after Monday, though'indeed my 
,anx.ietyabout an old manor takes away,mu~h of 
ftlyattention from a new continent. Th~ mildness , 
of Godfrey 'Clarke 'is roused il1fo~ mi1i~ry ·fury.; _ 
he 'is but an ·old -Tory, and you only suppqse your ... 
self an old Whig. I alon((, am a true Englishman, 
Philosopher, and Wltig. '. 

N°· XLIV. 

The'Same to the Same. 

Bo~dle's, Wednesdlly'Evening,~Ia~ch 16th, 177 4~ 
I 'Y" AS this Ino~ing with '*'. '*' '*. He was. J;>0si

tive that ~he attempt to settle th~ preliminaries of 
arbitrat~,on by letters,' would lead us on to. th~ 

* Rev. Dr. Dive Downes. 
I S middle 
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'mid<lle ()f the suxnmer, and that,a meeting was the 
only practicable 'measure. I acquiesced, and we 
blended his·epistle·and yours "into one, which goes 
by this post'. If you can contrive to suit to it your 
9xford journey, your, presence at the meeting' 

. would be ~eceive~ as the descent of a guardian. 
~ngeI. ' .. ~ 

Very,little that is satisfactory h~s transpired of 
America. .On Monday Lord ~ orth moved for leave 
to bring in a bill to~emove tqe customs arid courts 
of justice from BO~tOIito Ne'w Salem; a step so.de
himentalto the former·td-\vn, as must soon- reduce 
itto.yourownteI"rii6; 'and'y~tof'so mild anap
l>eara~ce, that it was. agreed t,o, "\vithO'ilt'a diyisio¥, 
and almost without a debate. . Something more is, 
how~ver, 'intended, arid a cOlllmittee is appointed 
to inqUire into the general stateoi' America. But 
administration ~eep thei~ secret- as well as'· that of 
,free m.asonry, apd, as Hippesley C()xe profanely 
suggesls; for the same reason.- , . '. • . 

Don't you remember that in our pantheon walks 
we admired the modest beauty of Mrs. *' * *' *'? Eh 
hien, alas! she is *' *' *' . y OIU' ask me with whom? 
With *'. =II< =11<, of the Guards; botll the. =II< '* '* 's '; 
'41: =II< ""* 'a steward of ,. *' ,*.* 's her first iove, and 
',' ", ' '.. . 
half the town besides: " ·A ,meeting of "" :I .* :II<'s 
frie~dsassembled about a week 'ago, 'to consult of 
the b~st method of acquainting him with hiS frontal 
'honours~, Edmund Burke was named as the orator, 
atid cQmmunicated the transaction: :iu a most e'lo~ 
. guent speech. . . , 
. N. B. The same lady, who. at public dinners ap-' 

, peared 
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peared to have the most. delicate app"~ite, was ac
customed- in her own apartment to' feast on pOl;k
steaks and sausages, and to swill porter till she was 
dead drunk. - ~ • is ab~sed by the - - - "family, 
has been bullied' by '- - -, and can prove ;hi,mself. 
a Comuto, to the satisfaction of every one but a 
court of justice. " Oh rare matr~mony ! 

EDWARD GJBBON? Esq",to J. HOLROYD, Esq. 
March '29th, 1774. . . 

America. Had I written Saturday night, as I 
onCe intended, fire and' sw~rd, oaths of ~liegiance 
and, high treason tried in England, in consequence 
of the refusal, would have' fonnt:d my letter. 
Lord North, lio,vever, -openeQ. a most lenient l>re
scription last' night;, 3.l1d the utmost atterriptto::, 
wards a new settlement seemed to be no'more tha:l1' 
'investing the governors with a gl~eater share. '~f 
executive pow'er,' nomination of civil officers, 
(judges, however, for life,) and ~ome regulatitlUs 
of juries. The Bos1'on port bilI ,passed the' 'Lords 
last 'night; some lively co~versation,' but ,no cli-

, vision~" ' ' 
,Bentinck-street. Rose Fuller "was ag~i~st- the 

Bpston po~ bill, and against' his niece's going.fo 
Boodre's masquerade. He was laughed !clt in, the, 
first,instance, bllt sncceeded in the second. Sappho 

, a.nd Fantty very indiffer~ilt'(as mamma says) about 
going: ' They seem of a different ~pinion. '4dieu. ' 



N° XLVl:, 

ED~.A~D GmBoN~, Esq. to J~JIOLROYD, E,sq, 
Di,AR ~OLROYi>, ' April '2d, 177-t.. 

. You owe me a letter; s'o -this extr,,: goes only to 
~t:quaint'ypu,: with a niisfortune,that has just 'hap,,,, 
pened tapoor Clarke,and which he really considers 

. ~s s!lch, the loss of a. very exce1lerit father. The 
blow was su(lJen; a thin little'man, as abstemiol.JS ali 

~ 4ermit"was de~trQyed by 'a stroke o.f apople~Yln~ , 
his cpach as lie was going to dinner. He appeared' 
perfeGtIy w~ll, and orily two days'Qefor~ had very 
good-naturedly ~ined with us at a tavern, .;1. thing' 
he had not doneJor many years hefore. - I ain. th~ 
only person qarke' .. '!s.~es'to see, ·except his 0\'10. 
family ;~~4 '! P'!S1i a gr~at part Qf the day wit~ , 
him.' A lin~ fr~m Y9u ,youlq be kindly received. 
,. Great ne~vs; y~u see,. frcim ~I,ldi<l.: 1)njour foul' 

'hundred tho~san4 poullds to the Co~pa~y: ,Suj~ 
Dowhi six hundred thousand. ,Tyger Roeh is c~\'~ 
taiblygot offfl'om the Cape t9~Mauritiusin a. 
fr~ns:~ ship. ,Adieu. . 

:Nil XLVIL 

The Same to t~e Same.' 

ApriI13tb,.J.77~: 

A~ length I am a little piare at,liberty, GoG-· 
frey Clarh:e went p~t ,of town thi~ D19rning.II}'" , 
~tead of going ~lire~tly into Derbyshil'e, \vhe!'e h~ 

, would have 'been ovel:whelmed \vith visits, &c. lie .. ,- . . , . ha~ 
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has taken his sister, brother, .and aunts to a villa 
)lear Farnham, in which he has,the happiness of 
hat'ing ,no nejghbourhoo~. ' If ,my, esteem and 
friendship for Godfrey'had been'capable of any a~
dition, it, would have been 'very much incre~seq by 
the manner in whicl) ,he felt and laineI;ltea,his 
father's death. He is now' in v'ery (Iiff~ent cU:J 
cumstances thaIibefore; instead of an easy ,and 
ample allowance, he has taken possess,ion of a gr~at, 
~state, with low rents and high inclimbra~~es. I' 
hope the one may Ip~k~ amends for the other,: 
under yonr conduct I am sure they' would, 'and'I 
have freely offered 'him your assis'tarice, in Cas6 he 
should wish to apply fot it. ", 

In th~' ineall time' I ml,lst not fo.rget ,my 9WD 
affairs, which seem 1Dbe coveredwithinextricable 
perplexity; :11=:11= :11=, .as I mentioned about a :.<;e:ri
t~ry,ago, promised to see :11= ~ :11= and his attorney, 
and'to oil the ,wheels of the arbitration: As yet 1 
have not heard from him:, 1 have some thoughts or 
.writing myself to the jockey, . stating the various 
steps of the, affair, and offering hhn" with polite 
Jirnmesi, 'the immediate cpoice of Chancery 'or ar-
bitration. ' , ' 

FOI: ,the time, however, I forgot ,all these'dim", 
~ulties, :in the present enjoyment, of t>eyverdu~'s 
company; and I glory in thiI;lkingj that although 
my, h9use is small; it j& jil~t of C\ ~uffici~nt size.to " 
hold my real ffi~nd~, male-and female; ,l!-mong the, 
latter my Lady holds the very first place. 

~V e 'are all q-giet.,-:-American bl,lsin¢ss 'is sus
fended and 3.Imost forgot. ,~he other day we ~ad 

, abmk 
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,a briskr~port of a Spanish war. 'It was ~aid they, 
had, taken one 'of our Leeward Islands. It since 
turns out, that we are the invaders, but the inva-
'sion is trifling.' . ' _ ' 

Bien tJblig~ non (at present) for your invitation. 
I wish my l-ady and you would come up to our 
masquerade the third of May. The finest, thing 
ever seet!.. We sup in a transparent temple that 
costs fotfr hup.dred a!ld fifty pounds. ' 

N° XLVlII. 

EDWARD GiBBON,Esq. to J. HOLROYD, ESql 
, DEAR HOL"ROYD, April2lst, 17f40. 

I BEGIN to 'flag, and though'you already reproach 
me as a bad corresponden,t; I much fear that I shall 
every weekbeconie a; more hardened sinnet. Be
sides the occasional obstructions of Clarke and 
Deyverdun, I must intreat you to consider, with 
your usual candour, 1. The aversion to epistolary 
'Conversatlon,' which-it has p1easedthe dreinon to 
iIJ?plant in' my ·nature. ,'!it That 1 am a: v~ry fi~e 
gentleman, a subscriber .to the masquerade,. where 
"you and 'my Lady ollght" to-come, I andaIn n~w 
writing at Boodle's, 'in a fine'velvet coat, with 
ruffles,' of my lady's choosing, &c. s. That the 
'aforesaid fine gentleman' is' likewise an \listorian; 
find in truth, when lam writing a page" I do not 
.o~ly thinK it a sufficient reason for delay, but .even 
consi~er myself liS writing for yoil, and-that, much 
,~nore to the purpose 'than if I were" sending you 
the,little tattle of the town, of whic1} indeed there 

l.~ 
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i's' none stirring. Wi~h regard to Alnerica, t4e 
Minister seems moderate, and the House obedient. 

• ... ·'8 lastlctter, by some unaccountable acci~ 
den~- had never reached ,me;" Sb that your's, 'in 
every instance, amazed me. i i~mediate1ydis
patched to .him groans and approbation. • • ., 
however, gives me very little 'uneasiness. 1 see 
that he is a: bully, and thatl have a·stick. But the 
cursed ousiitess of Lenborough, in- the' midst of 
.study, dissipation, and'friendship, at timeS allllost 
distracts me. I ' a~· surely in. a worse stl:uation 
than before I sold the estate,aJid what distresses 
me is, that- . . 

. His ego flU rneta, re~'Um, n~c lempora PORO"""':' 

Both Deyverdu!l and.Clarke~hto be re~em.,. 
bered to you. Tfieforrner, ~o as mOl'e taste for 
the country t~ari .. "" • ., could wish to visit you, 
but he 'sets out in a few-days f9r the continent with 
'Lord MidletQn. Adieu.' . - . 

. N° XLIX. 

'The Same to the Same •. 

• DEU HOLROYD, . ~by 4th,177~; 

LAST nig~twas' the triumph .of ~oodle's~'Our 
~asquerade. cost two thousand gumeas; a sum 
that might \la\'e fdtilized a provin.ce- (1 spea~ ill 
ydur O\vn style) Ya1}ished in a few hours,but not 
without leaving behind it the faiDe of 'th~most 
splendid and elegant:l~fe that ~vas 'p'erhaps ever 
given ill a seat of the arts and opulence: It"would 

b~ 
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be as difficult to describe themagriificenceof the 
scene, as it would be easy to record the humour of 
the night. Theone was above, the'other below, 
all relation. I left the Pantheon about five this 
morning, rose at ten, took ~good walk, and returned 
home'to a more rational entertainment of Batt, Sir 
JoQ.n Russell, 'a:nd LasceIles, who dined with me. 
They have left me this moment; and were, I 'to 
,~nu'merate . the' things said ,of Sheffield, it would 
form a m,uch longer letter than I 4ave any inclina:
.tion t~ite. Let.it suffice. that Sir John il1eans 
~pass in Sllssex the interval of. the two terms. 
E~ery thing, in a word, goes on very pleasantly, 

'except the terrestrial business of Lel1borougli. 
Last Saturday se'nnight I wrote to • .... to .. to press 
him to see .... !,and urge the ~rbitration. He 
has not condescended to answer' me. All is a d«ad 
calm, sometimes more fatal than a litorm. Fot .. . 
'God'i sake send me advi~e,~Adieu, 

:NO L. 

EDWARD'GiBBO~,E~q. to lJIrs. GJBBoN', Bath. 

DEAR MA.DAM. Boodle's! May 24th, 1774. 

Do yci~ remember that there exists in the. world 
one Edward G!bbon,a housekeeper, in Bentinck
street? . If the standard of writing and of affection 

. were the ~aine, ] am sure he would ilt-deserve it. 
ldo not :wish'to discover, how many. days (I anl' 
~fraid I ought to lise another word)' have elapsed, 
s~nce the ~ate of my last, or even of your last l~tterl 
{lIld yet suc~ is the sl!lggish nature of the 1;>east. 

that 
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that I' am afraid nothing but. the. arrival of Mrs. 
Bonfoy, and the expectation of. Mr. Eliot, could 
have roused me from my lethargy. The Lady gaye' 
me great s~tisfac.tion, by her general account of 
your health and spirits, but communicated some: 
ullcasiness, by the mention of it little ,encounter, .in 
the style of one of Don QIl~xote's,but whIch 
proved, I hope, as trifl~ng as you at first Imagined -
it~ For my own part, I am well ~n mind a.nd body,. 
busy with my books, (which may perhaps prod,!ce 
something next year, either to tire or amuse the,.
wofId,) and ev&ry day more satisfied \Vitil my pre
lent mode of life, whic;:h- I always believed wei. 
calcl!lated to make me hal?PY .. 'My only remain
ing uneasiness is Lenborough, which is not te.nni
natcd. By Holroyd's advice, I rather try what 
may' be obtained by. a little, ~~>re patience, thalli 
rllsh at onc;e into, the, horl"Ors of Cha~cery. . But 
letu~ talk of something else.. Mrs.' POiten grows' 
younger evelY day.' You remember, Ithirik; in 
Newman-street, an agreeable woman, Miss W" "" ~~. 
The under-secretary" is seriol!sly" in love with her, 
and seriously' uneasy that his, prccarIous 'sitl~tion 
.prcclu4es him' from happiness. We shall soon.s.ee 
which will get ·the better, love 01' reason. I bet 
three to t\VO on love .. 

Guess my surPrise; when Mrs. Gibbon of North- , 
'amptonshire suddenly communicated bel' arrival. 
IimI1lediately went to' Su1'l'ey-stre.et, whcre :she 
lodged, but thOugh ,it was no. more than half'an 

Sir. Stani~r Porten. 

'hour 
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hour.~ftel· nine, the~aint had finished her eyening 
de.v?tions, and was already' retired to 'rest .. Yester
.day morning (by appointment). I hreakfaSted with 
her at eight o'clock; dined ,vith her to-day at two 
in Newman-street, and am just returned from· 
setting her down. She is, in, truth, q 'vei'Y great. 
curiosity: her dress. and .figure. exceed any thipg: 
'we had at" themasquerade: herlanguage and ideas 
belong t<;> the last <;entury. Ho\vever, in point of. 
religion she was, rational; that is to say,. silen,t; .. · I. 
do not belie'9"e. that she .asked a single question,. or . 
said the least thing concerning it.;fo me she be
haved with great cordiality, and znher way ex-
ptessed a great reg~rd. . . 
. Mrs. Portentells me, that she has just written to 
you. She ought togo to a masquerade on<;e a year .. 
Did you tbinle-her such a girl? . 

I am, dear Madam, .most trul~ yours. 

N° LI. 

ED'\-'ARD GIBBON, Esq~ toJ. lIoLROYD, Esq .. 

'. Boodle's, May ~4th, 1774 • 
. . 

I .WRQTE ~hree folio pages to you this mOrnil]~, 
and yet you complain. Have reason, and have. 
mercy; consider all the excellent reasons for silence, 
which I 'gave you in' erie of my las~, and 'exp~ct 
my arrival in Sussex, when 1 shall talk more in a . 
quarter of an, hour than I could write ina day'-

• ..4. propos of that arrival; never pre~end to alJure 
'~l)e~ by painting iil··odiolls colours the dust of Lon
.d~Hi;· I love the dust, au-d ,vhe~ever I move into . 

. the 
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the Weald, it is toyisit you:and my Lady, and not 
your trees., About this-day-month I mean to give 
you a 'Cisitation. I leave it to Guise; Clarke, and 
the other light-horse, to prance'down for a day or 
two. ' They all talk of mounting; but wjIl not fix, 
the day. Sir John Russell, w.hom I sa1ute,h:rsr 
brought you,I suppose, all the news of V etsailles~ 
Let me only add, that the ~e!\daines" by attending, 
their father,have both got th~ small-pox., 1 can 
make nothing of'" "" ""; or his lawyer.' 'You will 
swear atth,e shortness of ~his letter.-,-Swear. 

N:0 LII. 

The Same to the Same.' 

, Saturday Evening, August 27tll, 1774-

By your submission to the voice ofreason,yoll 
eased tneof a heavy load of anxiety. 1 did 'not 
like your enterprise. • ... -* • ",' * * • "',' As 
to, papers, I will shew you that I can .keep them 
safe till we meet. -What think you of the Turks 
and Russians? Romanzow ·js a great ?Dan. He 
wrote an account of his amazing success t9 Mous~ 
kin Pouskin ,here"and d~clared his intention 'of 
retiring as soo!l as he, had, conducted- the army.: 
h9~e; desiring that Pouskin would send him the 
best plan lte could procure of !in English g~ntle
man's farm. In his ans\yer, P01!skin promised ,to 
get it; but,added, thatat the same time he should 
send the Empress a plan of Blenheim. A handsome, 
compliment, I think. :My -Lady and Maria, a~ 
usual. ' 
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N~LIIr. 

'ED~ARD,GI~BON, Esq., to J. HPLRo.YD, Esq". 
Bentinck-street, ,Sept. 10th, ,1774. 

SINCE Heberden is, retumed; I think' the I"bad 
1ies plain before'yau, I n1~anth~ turnpike road;' 
tl1e only palty which in good sense can be embl'a~ed 
is,: withou.td,elay, to bring,my Lady to llentinck
street, where you may inhabit two. or thl"ee' nights" 
.and· have any advice (Turton, Heberden; &c,) 
which the town may' afford, in 'a case· that most 
assuredly ol!ght'not to be trifled with. Do tIlis as 
you value oui" .'good opinion. The Cantabs are 
strongly in the same sentiments. ·There can be no ' 
apprehensions of,late hours, &c. ~ as noiH: of 1\Irs. 
Holroyd's raking acqtiaintance are in town. ,.. ,.. ,.. *' 
¥<?u give me'no account of the. works. Whendo 
you inliabit the libl'ary ?Tutn over-great t'hings 
await Y0lt., , . . 

IT is suie1yinfinite condescension tor a sellator 
to .bestow his attentio~l on the affairs of a jur};man. 
A ~enator? > Yes, Sil:, at last ' 

,', ---,-Qllod'. • ....' nit-um p1'omittere nem~ 
,Auderet! 1Joh.enda dies, en uttulit ult~o,----:-

Yesterday morning, abou~ half an hour after seven; 
as i was destroying an armyof Bal'bal:i~s, I heard 
,I. double .rap at the door, and my friend ,Mr. Eliot 
was soon ,introdu<?ecL ' After SOll1~ idle c?nversatioll 
he told me,. that if .I \\-as desirous of being in par
~lament, he had an indepenilent ~eat very ·mu.chat 
my service. ,'" "'* * This is, a fine prospect 

opening 
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opening upon me,and if next spring 1.lihould ;bike 
my seat, and publish my book, 'it wilhbe a,;ery 

, memorable rel'a in my: lite. I am,igllora.nt,whet~er 
. my borough wiUbe ';Leskeard9f St;· Gertnains: 
You despise ,boroughs,- an~ fly .at .nobler game. 
Adieu.' . 

N° LIV. 

-The Same to the Same. ' 

Decemller 211, 1774: 

t SEND you inclosed a dismal letter from Hug~ 
nino .. Re~uni it without delay, ,with ,observations~ 
A manifesto has been sent to • "" ., which must, 
1 think,.pr~d.uce iimnediate'peace or wa.l'. Adieu.. 
We' shall have a 'warm ·~ay on the ,addl'es~ ,next 
Monday. A 'number of young members!. Wl1it~ 
shed, a, dry man; assured ple, that he.heard, o~e of 
them ask, whether the .king always sat in thar 
chair, pointing to 'the, Speakel'·~. Adieu. . ' 

N° LV. 

'The Same .to Ih¢ Same. 
Boodle's, Jan. S1st~ 17i5. ' 

: ~oiUEThrEs peop~e,do not write because they l!,re. 
too idle" and ~ometimes because they art! too busy~' 
The fornier 'was usu)alIy my case, 'but' at pre.Sent--it 
is the latter. The fate of Europea:nd~ America 

. seems fully sufficient to t-akeupthe. time of one 
marl;' and .especially of a man ,'iho gives' up a great 
deal of time for .the purpose of public, imd private 
' .. :VOL. II. . It . inforuuition. 
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information. I think I have sucker{ Mauduit and 
Hutchesot! very dry; and if'my confidence :was 
equal to 'my eloquence, and my eloquence to my 
knowledge, perhaps I might make no'·very intole-, 
fable !>peaker., At all ~vents, I fancy I shall try, to 

, expose nrys~lf~ , ' 

Semper ego auditor (antum? nunquamlle "~'ponam ~ 
• 

"For my oWn part. I am more- and more conVinced 
that we have ,both the right'and t.he power on our 
.side, and that, though the effort may be accompa· 
nied wi~h som~melancholy circumstances, weare 
how arrived at the deciSIve moment of pre~er't'ing. 
or of lo~ing for ever, both our trade and empire. 
We expect next Thursday 'or Fi'iday to be a. very 
great day. Hitherto we have been chiefly employed 
hi reading papers, and rejecting petitions. Petiti9ns 
were ~rought from, London, Bristol, Norwich" &c, 
framed by party; and' designed to delay. By the 
aid of some parliamentary quirks, ~hey have been' 
all referred to a separate inactive committee,which 
'Burke calls a committee of oblivion1 and are now 
coruidered as dead in ,law. " I could write you fifty 
little House of Commons' stories. but from their 
number and nature they suit better aconferenc~ , 
than a letter. "Our general divisions are about twq 
hundred a'"na fifty to eighty ot ninety., Adieu. " 



N° Lvt 
,EDW AllD GIBBON,Esq. to lJIrs. GIBBON, ~ath. 

- DUB M.tDAIf, London,Jan. 3ist, 1775. 

AN idle man has no tinie, and a busy m.an ve'ry 
little. As yet the House'of Commons turns out 
very well tome, and though it should never prove 
of , any real benefit tq m~, I find it at'least a l'ery 
agreeable coffee-house. We' are plunging every' 
day deeper and deeper into the, great business of 
America; and I have hitherto 'been a zealous, 
though silent, friend to the cause of government, 
which; in this instance, I think the cause of Eng-' 
land. r paSsed about ten'days, as I designed, at 
U ppark~ I found Lord .,. • and fourscore fox~ 
hounds. ' 
, The troubles of Beriton are perfectiy composed, 

and the insurgents recJuced to a state,tl~ough not a 
t~mper. of submission. Y 0l! may' suppose I heard 
a great deal 'of Peters field. Lutterell meanS to 
convict your friend of bribery, to transport him for' 
using a second time old stamps, and to prove .'that 
Pet~rsfield is' still a part of the manor of Bt!riton~. 
I remain an impartial spectator. I am, dear Mad~; 
most truly yOUTS. 

Ne LVII. 

EDWARD GIl3BON> Esq. to J. B. HOLROYD, Esq.-

• February 8th, 1775. 

I AM. not , according to your' charitable 
wishes, because I have not acted; there was 'such 
.. ," x: !Z au 
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an iimhdation pf speakers; young speakers in every 
. sense of the word, both on Thursday in the grand 

committee, and, :Mondciy on the report 1;0 the House, 
that :r-either ~ord George Germaine nor myself 
~0\11.d fi~d room for a single werd. The princip'al 
men both days' were Fox alld Wedderbume, on the 
opposite side~; the latter displayed .his .usl1~l 

'taleots; the former, taking the vast compass of the 
question' before· us,' discoverea' powers' for regular 
debate; which neither bis tri'en'ds l~oped; nor his 
enemies e:lr.eaded.· W t;! voted an address, (three: 
hundred amI' four to one hundred and five,) of lives 
and fortunes, declaring Massachussets Bay in a state 
of rebellion., More troops, but I fear not enough, 
.go to AIileloica,. to make an alomy of ten thousand 
'. men at· Boston; threeo gen~rats HowetBurgoyne, 
and Clinton., IIi a few days we stopo the ports of 
N ew Englan~. I cannot write volumes; but I 

'am more' and more convinced, tflat with ·fim1ness 
all. may go. well ~ yet' I' sometimes doubt. I ani 
now writing with ladiesJ (Sir S. Portenand bis 
bride,) and two card-tables, in the library. As to 
my silence, judge of my situation by last l\!<mday. 
I am on the Grenvillian committee of Dowuton. 
lVe alway::; sit from ten to three allda half; after 
which, that .day, I went' into the Hous~, and sat till 
three in the. morning. A~ieu.· 
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N° LVIII. 

EDWARD GIBBON', Esq. to J~ B. UO~ROy,D, ,Es1: 
Feb. 25th, I77!'!: 

~V E go on with regard to, Amerjca; if we ~an be 
said to go on;' for onlast)\lov.day a conciliatory 
motion of allowing the Colonies to tax themselves, 
was iiltl'Oduced by Lord North, in ,the midst oflives 
an4 fortunes, war and 'famine. We went into the . 
,House in confusion, every moment expecting that 
'the Bedfol'ds would fly into rebellion against those 
measures. 'Lord North rose siX: tiinesto appeaSe, 
the stonn,but all in vain; till at length'Sir GiTbel:t 
declared for adlDinistration, and the troops all rallied 
undel' their pcopersmndard. On Wednesday we 

. had the Middlesex electio,n. .J was 'a patriot ;8at 
by the Lord Mayor; who spok€? well, and with 
temper, but before the end of the debate feli fast 
asleep. I am still a inure; iUs more trem~ridou~ 
than I.imagined; the gi'eat speakers fill me with 
despair, the bad ones' with tetl"Or. ' 

When do· you move?, 1\1y Lady answered like 
a woman of sense, spirit, and good nature: ~either 
she nor I could bear it., She; was right,. and 'the 
Duchess of Braganza' would have made the5ame 
answer. Adieu.: ' 

N° LIX. 
EDWA1,tD .GIBBON', Esq. to Mrs. GIBioN. 
DEAR MADAM, ,",March ~Oth; 1775~ 

I'HARDLY know ho~v.to take'up the pen. ' r 
talked in my last.of two or' three posts, an:d I am 

. K 3 . almost, 
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... Mrs. Gibbon's resideni:ea~ B~th. 
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N° LX. 

EDW ARD GIB~ON, :Esq. to Mrs. GIl~BON. 

House of Commons, 
DBA. M,UU,H, May 2d, 1775. 
~. . . 

I ACCEPT of the Pomeranian Lady with gratitude 
and pleasure, and shall be. impatient to form an 
acquaintance with her. My presentations at St. 
James's passed graciously. My dinner at Twick
enham was attended with less cer~mony and more 
amusement. If. they turned out Lord.No,rth to
morrow, they would still leave him one of the .best 
companio~s in the kingdom.· By th~s ti~e I s:up: 
pose 1:he Eliots are with you. I am. sure you 'will 
say every thing kind and proper on the occasion. ·1 
am glad to· hear of the approbation .. of myc~m~ 
stituents for my ·vote. on the,Middlesex t!lection. 
On the subject of America, I have been something 
more of a. courtier .. You )mow, I .suppose,' that 
Holroyd -is just stepped over to Ireland for a fort
night. H~ passed three days with me ()n .his way. 
Deyverdun had left me just before yqur, Jette, 
.arrived, which I shall soon have.an opportunity of 
conveying to him. Though, 1 flatter myself, htt' 
broke from m.e ~ith some degree oruneasine~s,. the 
engagement C9uld not be peclined. At the end of 
. four years he has an annuity ot one hundred pou~d~ 
for life, and may for the remainder .of his days ~n joy 
a decent iildependence in that country, whi~h: a 
'philosopher 'wouldpet:haps prefer to the '.rest of 
Europe ... Foqny own part, after the hurry of the 

.It 4 town 
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to~n and of parliament, I a~ \lOW retired to my . 
villa in Bentinck-:street, which I begin to find a 

· very pleasing solitude, at least. as 'well ';tS if it were 
t\'1ohundred Illiles from LOndon ; -because when 1 
am tiJ:ed of the. Roman. Empire, I can, laugh aw.ay 
the evening at Foote's theatre, which I cou.1d J;lo(do 
in. Hampshire or Cornwall. ' I am, 'dear Madam, 
,most truly yours, ' . 

Ne LXI. 

EnWA.RP GIBBON, Esq. to J. B. HOLROYD: Es'l' 
. .' . -, 

B~ntinck-street, August :lst, 177" •. ' 

, , YOUR apprehensions of a precIpitate work; &c~ 
are. perfectly groundless~' I should be much· more 
addicted to a contrary extreme. The head is now 

· printing': true, but" it Wl!S wl'itten last year and the 
year before. The first chapter lias been composed 
de nouveau three times; the' second t'tlJice, and all 
the others ~ave 'undergoriereviews, corrections, 
&0. ·As to the' tail, it' is, perfectly formed and 
digested,and (were I so much given to self-content 
and haste) it js almost all written. The ecdesias-' 
tical part, fOl"instance, is written out'in fourteen' 

· sheets, which I mean ~o rifondre .fl'O~ beginning to 
eI,ld.: As to th(dl,it~ndly .critic; it is very difficult to 
'fi,~d one who has leisure, candour, freedom' and 
knowledge sufficient. However, Batt .and bey;, 
verdun have read and observed. .After all, the 
public ·is the best critic. I print no more than fiv~' 
hundred copies of the first edition.; and "the $econd 

(a~ 
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-(as. it happens frequently to my betters) may receive 
_many improvements. So much, for Rome. We 
have nothing nc\V from America. But I can ven-, 
tureto assure you, that administration is. now' as 
unanimous' and decided -as the occasion -requires. 
Something will be done this year; but in the spring 
the- force of the country wilLbe 'exerted _to -the 
utmost. Scotch Highlanders,Itish.Papists, Hana- / 
,oerians, Canadians, Indians, &c. will all in various 
shapes be employed. : Parliament meets the -first 
week in November. I thinkhis Catholic Majesty 
may be- satisfied with . his summer's amusement; 
'fhe ~paniards fought witp great bravery, and made 
a fine retreat; but our Algerine friends s.tirpassed 
them as much in conduct as in number; -Adieu. 

The Duchess has ,stopped Foote's piece. She 
sent for _ him to Kingston-house, and threat
ened, bribed, argued; and wept for abeut two 
hours: He assu~ed het" that jf J;h~ Chamber
lain was ob_stinate, he should publish it, with a 
dedication to h~r _Grace. 

N° LXII. 

_ EDWARD GIBBON~ Esq. 10Yl's: GI~BON,_ Bath. 

PEAR. MADAM, London, August; 1775. 

- W II~L you accept my present literary business as 
an excuse for, my not writing? I think yoti will 
be in the wrong if you do, since I was just as idle ' 
before. At all-events, -however,it is better to say -
three words, than'to be totally a dumb dog. A 

- -
propos -
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propos of dog, ,but not ofdutnb:, your Pometan!an 
is the cotpfort, of my life; pretty, impertinent; 

, fantastical, all that a, young lady .pf Jashion .ought 
, to' be. I flatter myself tha~ our passion js recipro~' 
cal. I Qm just at present engaged in a great, his'1' 
torical work; 'no less than a History of the Decline 
and fall of ,the Roman" Empire; with .the first 
volume' of' whi?h J "may very posli~blyoppress tho 
public ,next winter, It \vould require flome pages 
to give a more particular idea. of it; ,butllihall only, 
say in general, tha,t the' subject is curious, and never 
yet treated as' it deserves;' and. that' during' some 
years it has: been in my thoughts, and even .~er 
rily pen', Should the attempt fail, it must be by: .' 
the falllt.of the execution. . 

.,Adie.u. Dear Madam, 
believe me 'lI10st truly yours, 

N° LXIII~ 

WILLU'M STRAH4N, Esq. to Enw. GIBBON, Esq. 
. ' 

Sqt, New-street,' Sunday,morning, Oct~ 8th, 1775: 

I WAS desirous of taking an early opportunity of 
paying my resp~cts to you, to return YOll my best 
thanks for the ple.asure 1 have received from the 
perllsat .of your work, wbich"I have read almost as, 
far,as itis advanced. 1\1y opinion of it, I shall.beg 
leave, with all submission, .to lay before you in a 
few words. . " .' , ' -
, , The language is the' most. correct, most' elegant,: 
and' mo~t expressive I have' e'ver . read;' but tb.at~, 
in mymiru.l, is its least praise. .,' . ..'., . 
. "'The \vork abounds with 'the justest maxims of 

sound 
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sound policy, which, while they shew you to be a 
perf~ct master'of your subject, discover your inti~ 
mate: knowl("dge of human nature, and the.libera,.; 
lity of your sent.iments. 

Your characters, in particular, are drawn in· a 
maSterly manner, with tbe utmost accuracy and 
precision; 'and,as far as I am able· to judge, in 
strict conformity to historic truth. 

In shoat, 60 able .and so finished a performance 
hath hardly ever before come under my inspec
tion: and though I wiU· not take upon me .absa.' 
lutely to pronounce ill, wpat. manner it will be r.er 
ceived at first by a. capricious and gidd~T, public, I 
will ~enture to say" it will ~re long make a'distin
guished figure among the many valuable' works 
that do honour to the present' age'; wilT be trans
lated into most of the modem languages, : and will 
remain a lasting monument of the· genius and abi., 
lity of the writer. . 

I am, with the gi-ea.test esteem and respect, 
Sir, .. 

Your most obedient a.J;ldfaithful servant, 
WILL. STRAHAN. 

liOLXlY· 

EDWARD GIBBON, Esq. to 1. HOLRPYD, Esq . 
. Bentinck-street, Oct. 14th, 1775 •. 

I ~END you two pieces of intelligel!ce frornthe 
best authority, and which,- unle.ss you h~~ them 
from .SOme. other quarter, Ido not wish you should 
talk l11uch about.' J S.tf Whenthe RussiaJ?s arrive 

(if 
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(irthey refreshthemselves' in England or Ireland~) 
Will you go and ·see their camp?' We have great 
bopes of getting' a body of these' Barbarians. In 
consequence of some very plain advances, King 
George; with hisowri hand, wrote a very polite 
epistle' to sister .Kitty,:requesting her friendly 

. assistance. Full powers and instmctions were sent. 
at' the same time to Gunning; to agree' for any 
force between-nve and twenty thousand men, 
carte, Marlene for the termS'; on condition, 110,vever, 
that, they should serve, not as auxiliaries, 'but as 
mercenaries, and that the Russian general should 
be absolutely 'under the command of the British. 
They daily and hourly expect a messenger, and 
hope to hear that the business is concluded. The· 
worst of it is; that the Baltic will !ioon be frozen' 
up, and that it must be late next year before they 
can get to Am~ric;a. 2. In the mean time we are 

. not quite easy about Canada; andeve~ if it should 
be safe from an' attack, we cannot flatter ourselves. -
'~ith the expectation of bringing down that martial 
peopl~ on the Back Settlements. The priests are 
our~ ;' the gcntlemen .very prudently wait the 
event, and are disposed to join the stronger party ; 
bl~t th~ same lawless spirit and impaticnc;e of go
yernment which /lave' infected our- Colonies, are 
gone forth among the' Cariadian peasants, . over 
whom, since the conquest, the noblesse have lost 
much of their ancient influen~e. Another thing 
which will please and' surprise, ~s the assurance 
which I received from a man who might tell me a 
Jie, but who could not be mistaken, that no arts, 

nq-
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no manag~ment whatsoever, have ,been used to 
procure the addresses which fill the Gazette, and 
that Lord North was as much surprised ~t the first 
t!l~t came up, as we could be at .s~ffield~ We 
shall have, I suppose, some brisk !ikitmishiIlg in 
parliament, 'but the business will soon be decided 
'by our superior weight of fire . . A propos, I believe 
there haS beeI!some vagUe but serious cqnversati0I.1 
~bout calling out the militia. The new levies go 
on "ery slowly in Ireland. ~he Dissenters, bpth 
there and here, ,are violent and active. Adieu. l 
e~brace my Lady and Maria. 

'. 
(hORGE lEWIS SCOTT, Esq. to 'Eo GtBBON; .Esq. 

DUB SIB, December 29th, 1775. 
I Al\l obliged to you 'for the liberty of perusing _ 

part of your work. What I. have ,read, has given 
'me a gi'eat deal' of pleasure. I have found but few 
slips of the press, or the pen. . /' 

The style of th~ work is clear, and every way 
agreeable; and I dare say you will be thouglit to 
have written with all due 'moderation and decency 
with respec;f to received (at least once' 'received) 
opinions. The no~es and quotations will add not a, 
little to the .value of the wor~. The ~uthority of 
French writers, .~o familiar to yo~; has not infected 
'you, however, with the fault of superficial ~nd 
careless quotations. I find, since I saw you, t~at 
I 1).lUS~ be in' the chair 'at the Excise Office to-mor
row; which service will_confine me too much for' 

. ," a week, 
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a've~k, to permit me to wait upon you so soon a~, 
I could wish'. 

, .1_ am very' truly,dear_Sit~ , 
Your mostohedient and most humble Servant. 

N° LXVI. 
EmVARD GIBBON, Esq. to J. HOLROYD, Esq. 

London, Jan. 18th, 1776, 

How 'do ,you 'do? Are you 'alive? Are you 
buried under mounb.ins of snow? 1 write merely 
to triumph in 'the superiority of my own situation, 
and to rejoice in my own prudence, in not going 
'down to Sheffield-place, as I seriously, but fool· 
ishly, i~tended to do last week. ,\Ve proceed tri-

_, llmphantJy with the Raman Empire, and shall cer .. 
tainIY'make our appearance before the end of next 
month. I have nothing public. You know we 

, have got eighteen thousand Germans from Hesse, 
~runswick, and ,Hesse Darmstadt. I think bur 
meeting will be lively; a spu'ited minority, and a' 
desponding majority. The higher people ,are 
placed, the more gloomy are their countenaJl,ces, 
the more' melancholy their language. You may 
call this cmviudice, but I fear it arises froin their 
knowledge (a late k~owledge) of the'difficulty anq 
'magnitude of the business; Quebe.c -is not yet 
taken. I hear that Carleton is determined never 
to capitulate with rebe1s. A glorious resolution~ 
if it were supported with fifty thousand men! 
Adieu. I embrace my Laclyand~Ial'ia. Make 
my ~xcuse~ to th~ latter, for having -:neglected he~ 
birt~~lay., . 
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N° LXVII~ 

The Same to tke Same. 

. January'29th, 1776. 

HARES, &c. arrived safe; were received with 
thanks, and devoured w~th apJ>etite. Send more 
(id est) of hares. I believe~ in my last" I forgot 
saying any thing of the son of' Fergus.; his letters 
'reached him~ What t1)ink y.0U of the season? 
Siberia, is it not? A pleasant campaign in Aine.:. 
rica. I read and pondered your last, and think that; 
,in the place of Lord George Germaine, you might 
perhaps succeed; but I much fear that our Leaders 
have not a genius which can act at the distance of 
three thousand miles; .. You know~ that a large 
draught of Guards are just going to America; poor 
dear creatures! We areinet; but no b~siness. 
Next week' may be busy; Scotch militi~&c. 
Roman Empire (first part) will be finished in a week 
or fortnight. At last, I have heard Texi~r; won-:
derful! 'Embrace my Lady. The weather too cpld 

• to tum over .~he page: Adieu. . , 

Since this, I received your 1.!lSf? and honou!," your -
care of the old women: a respectable nanie, . whIch, 
in spite of· my Lady" may suit Judges, Bishops~ 
Generals, &c. I am rejoiced to hear of Maria's 
inoculation. !.}<riow not when you have d<me,so 
wise a thing. You may depend' upon getting an 
excellent house. .Adieu. . ' 
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N"LXVIII. 
, . 

Afr. ~VHITAKER to EDWARD GI~;BQN, Esq,' 

DEAn. ~IR,' Saturday, Feb. 24th; 1776. 

. I HAV}! ju~t now received the' fayour of your 
History a11d J would not delay the acknpwledg
~cnt. -Iexp.cct equal 'infol1nation and entertain
ment from it. In that expectation I shall sit down 
to it. next lveel;:; and.~ wh'en I have gone over the 
whole, you shall clieal". frOlil .me again, ,vithout £1a,1-:' 
tery, though not per~laps w~thout partiality. .Il~ 
the lrieantime, if I thought I might trouble you so 
soon after my late ta.-.cuponyou, I ,vould. send you 
a dozen of covers, and beg you to take th!! troubl~ 
of addressing them to1\1iss Holme; 0(' BrownhiU, 
Rochdale, Lancashire. She is not ~ mere' godde.ss 
in Platonic visi9n. ~nd; .if you knew what an 
eleg'ant, sensible, ann spirit«:d correspondence be.:. 
twixt her and. a Welsh lady you would promote by 
the flourish of YO\\I"" pen, you would run. it oyer a 
few" half-sheetnvith pleasure. But I think I have 
n~ right to ,ask . for the one, 'and shall therefore 
decline sending .the others. . 

¥ oiu History found me engaged. in another 
History, a. work long designed by me, hut no\~ C'X

ec~uting 011 a new plan, and therefore with a new 
title.· It is to be called The Military History of the 
Romans in Britain, l!,nd. will cons~quently take in 
al~ their military transactions here, and endeayour 
to place. tJlem in' new points of view. I haye 
alrfady finished two chapters. upon this m9dcl, and 

have 
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have gone'through the two expeditions of, Cresat 
_ in them. ,nut I find bile inconvenieilceattending 
my departure from ,the common line of relation 
with- regard to these invasions, which I do not like 
and yet know: not' how to 'avoid. , l am obliged to 
defend my owri accountS in some formal di,sserta~ 
tions at the end. And; if I go' on as I have'begun, 
'my Appendix:will be half as large as' my History. -
, I hope your anti~American spirits, Sir, are in a 
higher flow than they:were when I had last the 
pleasure of hearing fl;om you. ,Manchester has 
taken a decided part against the ~mericans. And, 
having,beaten the' petitioners- out of the field in 
action,. we are ,DOW attacking them in the London 
papers, and driving them fl'Om their last refuge 
there. ' 

I remain~ Dear Sir,' 
Y Qur JP.ostdevoted and very humble, 

Friend and Servant, 
J. WHITAKEIt. 

N° .;I.XIX. 

Mr. W~IITAKER to EDWARD ,GIBBON, Esq. 
, ' 

,SIB, No. 29, Fetter-lane', March 26th. 

IT was not till yesterday, that I knew'to whom I· 
'Was indebted for your obliging communication of. 
last \veek. It was, befote, a sort of fairy favour. 
And I supposed, with regret; that it was in vam to ' 
inquire after the' invisible hand which had reached 
it out to me:, But yeste.rday, .casting ~ casual iook 
upon the out~r cover~_ I there saw wha!' ~ had, not 
, VOL. II. L observed 
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Qbservedbefore; anote from Mr. White, the book:. 
seller. This naturally lead· me to inquire of him. 
And from him I had the satisfaction to learn, that 
~y unl\nown and friendly correspondent was Mr. 
(}ibbon. To Mr. Gibbon. therefore I return my 
cordia~ thanks for the obliging manner in which he. 
speaks ofthe Historyof Manchester; and my more 
corclial for hIs two remarks upon i~ ... Th:ese hav~ . 
pointed out a track of thinking, with which I Was 
but little acquainted before. And I should be glad 
to enter upon itin company with such a guide, and 
pursue it to its termination.· Cannot Mr. Gibbon 
and I, therefore, contrive to. spend an hour togetller 
Ilpon tQe subject? I shall be very happy iIi waiting 
upon Mr. GibbQnat his own'appointment, and 
either in· B<!ntinck-street, Fetter-laue, or a coffee
house. And I shall be glad to clJ.ltivate the acquaint
ance of a gentJeman, who seems to be, what fe\v 
even of our professed schol;lfs are, very con-xersal},t 
with the earlier history of our country. 

In the meantime I have the pleasure to subscribe 
myself Mr. Gibbon's. , 

. obliged and most devoted 
llumble Servant, 

J. WHITAKER. 

N° LXX. 

if/r. WlUT·.UUR to EDWARD GIBBON, Esq. 

DEAR SIR, Manchester,April2.lst, 1776. 

IlIAV~ just' finished your History: and I sit 
down to thank you for it a second time. You have 

. laid 
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laid· open t1i~ interior prindples of' the' Roman 
Constitution with great leatning,and shewn theit 
operation on the general body of the-Empire ~it1i 
great judgment. Your work therefore will do you 
high honour. You never speak feebly, except 
when you come lipon British ground, -8lld neTer 
weakly, except when you attack Christianity. In. 
the former case, you: seem to- me to want informa::' 
tion. And, in the latter, you plainly want the 
common candout of It citizen of the world for the 
religious system of your country. Pardon ine, Sir; 
but, much as I admire your abilities, greatly as I 
respect your friendship,' I, cannot bear without 
indignation your sarcastic slyness upon Christi.:. 
anity, and cannot see without pity your determined 
hostility to the Gospel. But I leave the suojectto 
beg a favour of you. After so open a declaration; 
I pay' a great compliment to the friendliness of 
your spirit, to solicit from you tny favour. . 

J·haveincIosed you aplinted 'paper, written by 
myself, and relating toa Bili for this town, whicn 
is now in the House. It 'Was drawn up with the 
utmost plainness, in· order to be level to the COUl

prehe1l$ionsof the persons to whom it was adf 
dressed. And I take the liberty of sending it to 
you, to infomi you bf the nature and complexion 
of the Bill. You may-depend upon all tht: factS 
in it. And if you think the. arguments convinCing 
in themselveS, and the 'cause for my sake· ,,,orthy 
of your interposition, you will perhaps think it re· 
quisite,"either by application to the Committee or 
by an overture to the House, to· get a coup~e of 

L 2' restrainin~ 
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restraining paragJ;apMinserted in the Bill; that 
shall ritak(! every ~ubscriber to the improvements a 
commissioner under the Act. and oblige the com
missioners tq finish all the improvements in a limited 
time. In doing this,' you will che«k a .spirit or 
tyranny~ th,at has shewn itself,very powerfully in 
this region of· mercantile equality, and cbnfine it 
:within p~oper bounds., And you will particularly 
oblige yout friend, who, with a great promptness 
to submit to the authority of his legal superiors, 
feels a greater reluctance to truckle to the assumed 
dominion of his equals. 

I write to Sir Thomas Egerton hy this post, and. 
'upon this occasio~. But, as his friends here are 

, ,divided upon the ~atter, I am doubtful whether he 
will choose to interpose in it.. I shall write also to 
one or two other friends of mine in the House. 
But as I have not the same claim of fi'iel1-dship 
upon the,m, which you allow me to have upon you, 
I rely principally upon your ~nterposition. And if 
you'can serve, the thinking part of this to\Yn, if you 
can oblige me, you will (I am convinced) do both. 

Let me add to this favour, which is merely 3. 

,public and political" one, another ofa more private 
and'terider nature. Will you make some of your 
,s'ervants fold ine up a dozen covers, and inscribe 
them yourself, to Miss Holme, Brown4ill, Roch-

, dale, Lancashire? If you will, you will" heighten 
the fonner favour, and make me still more 
, Y oUf affectionate Friend a.nd Servant, . 

J. WHITAKER. 
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N° LXXI . 
. . Jlfr. WHITAKER. to EDWARD GIBBON; Esq .. 

DJAB. SIR, Manchester, May 11th, 1776: 

I THA.NK you for your franks. And I thank 
you still more for your friendly return to my last. 
You received my applicatioI}. to you 'about. the. 
business in parliament, wit!t your usual kin~ess", 
I wrote to others of my friends in the House at the· 
same time. And I carried the great point which 1 
aimed-up. You also' received my animadversions 
upon your History with candour. I was particu:.. 
larly pointed, I believe, in' what I said concerning 
the religious part of it. I wrote from my feelings 
at the time; and was perhaps the less iriclined to 
suppress those feelings from friendliness, because I 
had two favours to. beg of you. I hope, I sh31l; 
ever be attached, with every power Qf. my judg
ment and my affection, to that glorious system of 
truth, which is the vital principle of happiness to, 
my soul in time and in eternity. And in this I. 
act not from any "restraints of profession." I. 
should despise myself, if I did. I act from the 
fullest conviction of a mind, that has been a good. 
deal exercised in inquhies into' truth,and that has 
shewn (1 fancy) a strong spirit of rational scepticism 
in rejecting and refuting' a variety of opinions, 
which have paSsed current for ages in our national 
history. . 

With regard' to' what' I said conct:rning your 
British accounts; I meant not to blame you, either' 
for not s~ying all that you knew concerning our 
island, or for not bringing in the intimations .of. 

L sRichard 
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Rich!IId on Ossian. J b~amed you only,for not 
noticing somt;l particulars, that made a necessary 
part" of your narration, and are mentioned by the 
best authorities. And I remember particularly", that 
in your 'description of the Empire about the time 
of Severns, and in your short intimations concerD.~ 
ing the state o.f the ;towns 'within it, you specify 
only London and Yark as remarkable towns in 
Britain, though tacitus and Dio gi~e us such ali 
account of <;:amulodunum, and though Ches.tep 
. appears from aD. inscription and a coin to have been 
then a colony.· -And in the description of those two 
which you 1l1ention you take nn notice, I thmk, of 
the swee~ and plt~asan~ situation of London, sa 
strikingly lI}arked by Tacitus, and of the Temple; 
·of.Belloua.,and of the Palatiumor Domus. Pala.." 
tina, in York, so expressly specified by ·Spartlan.: 
You omit. also the fine baths of Britain,: so plainly: 
pointed out in theThermre ofPtQlemy; and theAqure 
Solis of Anto;ninus's Itinerary, and so celebrated by' 
Solinus. You equally omit the latter's Temple of 
Apollo. and Minerva, at the same colony ,of Bath .. 
And you also omit the colony of Gloucester, though· 
demonstrated to. be one by an inscription; and the 
colony of Caer Gwent, in Mon,mouthshire, though: 
particularized by Antoninus'sltinerary, and exhibit-· 
jng such remains in Giraldus Carn brensis. *' .1'hesc, 
were some of the.remarks that forced themselves' 

.*' Mr. Whitaker's eagerness tQ display. hi. erudition. as a British 
Antiquarian" seems to have occasioned a forgetfulness that l\Ir." 
Gibbon did not' ,ffect 'that charactef ;.that as the historia~ of 
nome his subject could not be supposed to embrace the details of 
British, allttquities. S. . , 

upon 
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upon my, mind, as I read YQur work. Others also 
arose of a different nature and inferior importance, 
as that the natil"e language of Gaul and Britain 
Was dl'iven by the Romans to the hills and moun.,. 
tains; that the Druids borrowed money upon bonds 
payable in the other world, &c. The former is 
undoubtedly a mistake in the island, and I believe, 
is equally so on the continent .. And the latter, 1 
apprehend, . has only the' frivolous authority of 
Cluverius or some such.writer for its ground-work. 
From these and other. particulars it was; that I 
received the i.mpression which I ventured to declare 
in my last. .4.nd I am ready to acknowledge my 
mistake, if I am wrong. . 

These however, if never so true, are but trifles: 
light as air in my estimation, when theyarecolDf 
pared with what I think the great .blot ofyout 
work. You have there exhibited Deism in a neW' 
ahape~ and in one that is more likely to. affect tha 
uninstructed million, than the reasoning form 
which she has usually worn. Y ouseeni t<1, mel 
like another Tacitus,. revived with aU his an~mositY' 

. against Christianity, his strbng philosophical spirit: 
of sentiment, and more than his supe~iority to .the 
absurdities of heathenism. And you will have the 
dishonour (pardon me, Sir) of being ranked by the 

I folly of scepticism, that is''\v.orking so powerfully 
at present, among the most distinguished deists of 
the age. I ha.ve· long suspected the tendency pf. 
your .opinions. I ·once took the liberty of hinting 
my suspicions. But 1 did, not think th~ poison· 
had spread, sO' universally through-your ,ftatnt. 
And I can only.depforethe misfortune, and a very' 

L 4 .' great 
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great one I consider it, to the highest,and dearest 
interests of man among all ~ur readers." . ; 

These must be very nu~erous.. I ' see you: are 
getting a second edition already. I give you joy 
of it. And I remain, with an eql,lal mixture of re-: 
gret and regard" ' 

Your obliged Friend and Servant, 
J. \VHITAKE1l.; 

, N° LXXII. 
'Reo. Dr. JO~EPHWARTON to Mr. GIBBON. 

DEAR SIR, Winchester, March Ilth, 1776. 
I CANNOT forbear expressing my thanks to you; 

for the very great pleasure and instruction I have 
Inct' with in your excellent work. I' protest to 
yoU: I know of no history in our language written 
with equal purity, precision, and elegancy of style. 
1 presume you have heard that offence'is taken at 
some passages that are thought unfavow'able to the 
truth of Christianity. I hqpe you will proceed to 
finish your plan, and gratify the eager wishes' of 
the public to see the whole of your work.' May I 
ever hope for the' honour of seeing you at this' 
place? It would give me the most real pleasure. . 

, .I am, dear Sir, 
With the truest regard, your much obliged' 

and very faithful humble Servant, 
Jos. WARTON. 

* If the letters of Mr. Whitaker had been perused previously 
to the publIcation of the fomler edition, this manly and spirited 
declaration in favour of the principles of the Established Church, 
and against the perversion of those opinions which constitute the 
greatest comfor~ and consolation of the Christian world; would 
not have been then'withheld from the public.' S. 
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N°-LXXIII. 

DAVID GARRICK, Esq. to Mr. GIBBON: 

DUB SIB, ,Adelphi, March 9th, 1776. 

'Y HENEVER I am truly pleased I must commu
nicate niy joy: Lord Camden called upon me this 
morning, and, before Cuinberland, declared that he 
never read a . more admirable performance than 
Mr. Gibbon's History, Sec. He was in transport, 
and 10 wtlsI-the author is the only man towritt! 
history {if tke age-suck deptk:-'-suck perspicuity.. 
-suck /anguage,forct!, 'Variety, and what not! 

I am so delighted with him, :continues he,' that 
I must write to thank him-I should be happy to 
know him. My Lord, r have that honout, and 
will contrive, if possible, to bring you tokether. 

_ . Said I tao much? l\Iy coach is at the door-my 
wife bawling fo~ me; and every-thiIig impatient
so hey for Hampton till Monday, and in the mean' 
time, as I am always, most truly, 

Your most obedient and obliged, 
D. GARRICK.' 

I have not a moment to reap over this scrawl. 

N° LXXIV. 
The Hon. HORACE WALPOLE to EDWARD 

, GIBBJ>N, E$fj: 

MR. 'Y ALPOLE cannot express how much he is 
obliged to Mr. Gibbon for the valuable present he; 

_ has received; n9r how great a comfort it is to him. 
in his present situation, in which he little ex-. 

p~cted 
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pect~d- to receive singular pleasure... Mr. 'lValpole 
does not say this at random, nor from mere confi
dence i~ the author's abilities, for he has aheady 
(aU hill weakness would permit) read the -first 
chapter, and is in the greatest admiration of the 
style, manuer, method; clearness, and intelligence. 
Mr; 'Valpole's impatience to proceed will struggle 
with his disorder, ,and -give him such spirits, that 
he flatters himself he shall owe part of his reco
very to, Mr. Gibbon, whom, as S{)ort as that is a. 
little effected, he shall beg the honour of seeing. 

N° LXXV. 

The Hon. HORACE WALPOLE toEDW:ARD 
_ GIBBON, Esq. 

, February 14th, 1776. 

AFTER the singular pleasure of !eading you, Sir, 
the ne:st satisfaction is to declare my admiration. 
I have read great part of your volume, and cannot 
decii:1~ to which of its various merits I give the pre
ference, though I have no doubt of assigning my _ 

_ partiality to one vir~e of the author, -which, sel
dom as I meet with it, always strikes me superiorly. 
Its quality will naturally pr~V'ent your guessing
which I mean. It is your amiable modesty. How 
can you know ~so ,much, judge so well, possess 
your subject and your knowledge, and yOUI' power 
of judicious reflection so thoroUghly, and yet' 
command yourself -and betray no dictatorial arro-' 
ganee'of decision? How unlike very ancient, and 
very mod'~m' authors'! You have une~pectedly 

f;iven 
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given the world a classic history. The fame 
it must acquire will tend every day to acquit 
this panegyric of flattery. The impressions it hal( 
made on me are very numerous. The strongest is 
the thirst of being better acquainted with you-: 
Qut I reflect that I have been' a trifling author; and 
am ill no light profound enough to deserve your ill~ 
timacy, except by confessing your superiority so 
frankly, that I assure you honestly, I .already feel: 
no envy, t~ough I did for a moment. The best: 
proof I can give you of my sincerity, is to exhort 
you, warmly and earnestly, to go ouwith your 
noble work-the stron$est, though a presumptuous 
mark of my fri_endship, is to warn you never to let 
your charming modesty be corrupted, by the accla
mations your talents will receive. The native-qua
lities of the man should never be sacrificed to those 
of the author, however shining. _ I take this liberty 
as an older man,' which reminds ine how little I 
dare promise myself that I shall see your work cO,~n
pleted! But I love posterity enough to contri--, 
bute, if I can, to give them pleasure through you. 

I am too weak to say more, though I could talk· 
for hours on your history. . B~t one feeling 1 can
not suppress,.though it is a sensation ofva:a.ity. I 
thjnk, nay, I am sure I perceive, that your senti-: 
ments on government agree with .my own. I~ is 
the only point on which I suspect-myself of any 
partiality in my admiration. It is a reftectlon of a 
far inferior vanity that pleases me in your speak-:_ 
ing with so much distinction of that, alas! won
derful period, in which the world ·saw five good· 

monarchs 
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monarchs succeed each other. I have often thought 
of treating that Elysian IEra. Happily it has fallen 
into better hands! ' 

I have been able to rise to-day, for the first time, 
and flatter my~elf that if I have no relapse,you' 
will in two or three days more give me leave, Sir, 
to ask the honour of· seeing you. In the mean 
time, be just; and.do not suspect me of flattering 
you. You will always hear that I say the same of 
you~ every body. . 

I am, with the greatest regard, Sir, 
,Your most obedient humble Servant, 

Hon:. W A,LPOLE. 

N° LXXVI. 

TlieHon. HORACE 'V ALPOLE' to Enw ARD 

GIBBON, Esq. 

DEAR SIR, 

I HAVE gone through your Inquisitor's attack,' 
and am far from being clear that it deserves your 
giving yourself the trouble of an answe~, as neither 
the detail nor the result affects your argument. So' 
fat from. it, many of his reproofs are levelled' at 
your having quoted a wrong page, he confessing' 
often that what you have cited is in the author re
ferred to, but not precisely in the individual spot. ' 
If ,St. Feter is attended by a corrector of the press.,.· 
you 'villi certainly. never be admitted where he i~ 
porter. 11 send you my copy, because I ~cribbled 
my remarks. I do not send thep! with the imper-

tinent 
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tinent presumption of suggesting a hint to you, 
but to prove I did not grudge the trouble of going 

" .through such a book, when you desired it ; and to 
shew how little struck me aS,of any weight. 

I have set down nothing .on your impuled pla:
giarisms, 'fof if they are so, no argument that has 

,ever been employed, n;lU,st· be used again, ev~n 
where the passage necessary is applied ta.a d~fferent 
purpose. Ali author is, not allowed to be master 
~f pis own works, but by Davis's new law, the 
first person, that cites him, ,would be so. YoU: 
probably looked into Middleton. Dodwell, &co 
had ,the same reflections on the same circumstaqces, 
or conceived them" so as to recollect them; ~ith
'out remembering wh~t suggested them. Is this 
plagiarism? If it is, Davis and. such cavillers, 
might go' a short step farther, and insist that ali 
author should' peruse every' work antecedently 
written, on ev~ry subject at all collateral to his 
own,-not to assist him, but to be sure"to,'avoid ' 
every material touched by his predecessors. 

I. will make ,but one' remark on, such divine. 
champions. pavis. and his ,prototypes, tell you' 
Middleton, &c. have used the same objections, and 
they have been corifuted; answering, in the Theo
Jogic Dictionary,: signifying corifuting, no, :qlatter 
whether thert~ is sense, argument, truth, In the 
answer or not. 

': Upon the whole, I thi,nk rIdicule is the only an
swer .~uch 'a work is intitied to. The ablest answer 
wbichyou can make (which would be.the ,~blest 

answer 
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flnswer that 'could be made)' would never hilv'e aliy 
authoJ'ity"vith the cabal, 'yet would allow a sort of 
dignity to the author. His patrons will afwaY8 
maintain ,that he vanquished YQu, unless you make 
him, too ridiculous for them to dare to revive his 
;name., ' You might divert yourself too with 31ma 
mater, the church, empl<?ying a goujat to defend, 
tIie citadel, 'o/hile the generals repose in their tents. . 
If Iren:~us, St:Augustine, &c.did 110t set appren~ 
tices and proselytes. to combat Ce1sus and the ad· 
versaries of the new relig·ion.,.:.......:...but early bishops 
had not five or si~ thousand pounds a-year . 

.In short, dear Sir, I wish you not to lose your 
tim~ ~ that is, either not reply, or set your ,mark 
on your answer, that it may always be, read with 
the rest of your works. 

N- LXXVII. 

,The Hon. HORACE 'V ALPOU: to EDWARD 

GIBBON, Esq., 

THE penetration, solidi~y, and taste, that made 
you, th~ first of his~orians,. dear Sir; prevent, my 
being surprised at your being the best "tri~er of 
controversial pamphlets too.. I have read you with 
mote precipitation than s~ch a work deserved, but 
I could not disobey you and detain it. Yet even in 
that hurry I could discern, besides a thousand ~eau .. 

. ties arid strokes of wit, the inimitable eighty-third 
page, and theco}lscious dignity that you maintain 
throughout, over your monkish antagonists. When 

. . you 
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you are so ,superior in argument, it would look li15e 
insensibility to the power of your reasonjng~ tiJ 
select transient passages for commendation; aitd 
yet I must mention one that pleased me particu
larly, frorp th~ delicacy of the severity, and from its 
novelty too ; it is, hold is not the nlord. ',This is the 
feathered arrow of Cupid that is more' formidable 
than the club of Hercules. I need not,'specify 
thanks, when I prove how much I have been 
pleased. 

. Your ll10st obliged, 
H. 'V ALPOLE. 

N° LXXVIII. 

E.rtract tif a Letter fi'om Dr. ROB1i:RTSON t, 
.lJIr. STRAHAN, d,ated Edinburgh Colleg~2 
March 15, 1776. 

• • • • SINCE my last I have rt:ad Mr. Gib
bonOs History with much attention, and great 
pleasure. It isa work of very high meritindeed~ 
He possesses that industry' of resear-ch,. without 
which no man deserves the name of an' historian. 
His narrative is perspicuous and interesting; his 
style is eiegant and forciblerthough in some'pas
sages I think rather too laboured, and in others too 
quaint. But these defects are amply compensated' 
by the beauty of the general flow of language, and 
a very peculiar ~appiness in many of his expres,;, 
sions. .1 have traced him in many of his qu<?ta
tions, (for experience has taught me to suspect the 

accuracy, 
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'accuracy of 'my brother penmen,) and'I find he ' 
refers to no passage but what he has seen with his 
-own 'eyes. I hope the book will be as successful 
as'it deserves to be. I have not yet read the hyo 
last chapters, but am sorry, from what I have heard 
of ~hem, that he ·has taken such a tone in thema~ 
will' give great offence, and hurt the sale of the 
book. 

N° I"XXIX. 

AD .. pvI FEl\GU~~N, Esq. to JJfr. GIBBON. 

DEAR SIR, Edinburgb, March 19th, 1770. 

I RECEIVED, about eight days ago, after I had 
been reading your History, the copy which you 

, have been so good as 'to send me, -and for which I 
now trouble you with my thanks. But even -if I 

) had not' been thus called upon to, offer you my 
tespects, I could not have refrained from congratu
lating YOll oil t~e merit, and undoubted 'success, 
of this valuabl~ performance. The persons of this 
place whose judgment you will value most, agree 
in opinion; thl!t you have made a great addition to 
the classical literature of England, and given us, 
,~hai Thucydides proposed leaving \'rith his own 
countrymen, a possession in perpetuity. -Men of 
a certain modesty ,and merit always exceed the 
expectations of their 'fl'iends ; "and it is with very 
great pleasure I ~ell you, that although you must 
have observ~d in me every mark of_consider~tion 
and regard, that this is, nevertheless, th~. case, ,I 

. receive 
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l"eceive your instruction, ,and: study. your modeI.. 
with great deference, and joi~ with every one ~l~e~ 
iq applauding) t~eextent of yo~rplan, in ~ands so 
well able to execute it. Some of your readers, 1 find, 
were impatient to get .at the fifte~nth. chapter, ~md, 
began a~ that,place. .1 have not ~,~ard. much of 
,their criticism,· but am told that many, doubt .of 
your Qlthodoxy. I wish to be'always:ofthe chari
taLleside, while 1 own you have proved tha,t the 
clearest stream may become foul when it comes to 
run over the muddy Qottomof human nature.· 1 
have not stayed to make any particular ,remarks. 
If any should occur' on the second reading, I shall _ 
not fail to lay in my' claim· to a more needed, and 
more useful admonition' from you, in cas,e 1 ever 
produce any thfng that ~erits YQur attention. 

And am, with the greatest respect, dear Sir, 
Your most obliged; and ~ost humble Servant, 

ADAlI~ FERGUSON. 

N°· LXXX. ' 

E..rt~act ofa Lett~rfromMr. DAVID RPME to 
lJlr. STRAHAN, dated . . . 

Edinburgh, AprilSth, l776: 
•. *' 1:." ~ ur very nlUch taken with 

,Mr .. GibboJ}.'s Roman' HistOl:y, which came . from 
your press, and am- glad to 'hear of its success., 
There wilJ no books of reputation now be printed 

·in London. but through ,your ha,ndsand Mr. 'Ca:
:deU's. The Author tells me, that he is already 
preparing a,' second edition. 'I resolvec! to have 
given him my advice with regard to the manner of 

YOLo . Ii. 111 prjnting 
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printing it ; . but as I am now writitig to you, it is 
the same thing. He ought certainly to print the 
number of the chapter at the head of the margin; 
and it would be better if something of the eontents 
could also be added. One is also plagued with his 
notes,according'to the present method of printing 
the book: when a note is announced, you tum to 
the end of the volume; and there you often find 
nothing but a reference to an authority. All these 
authorities ought only to be printed at the margin; 
or "the bottom of the page. I desire a copy of my 
~ew edition. should be sent to Mr. Gibbon; as 
wishing that gentleman, whom I so highly value; 
should peruse me' in a form the least imperfect to 
which I ~an bring my work~ 

.. ..:it I: :11= . .Dr. Smith's performance is 
another excellent work that has come from your 
press this winter; but I have ventured to tell him~ 
that it requires too much thought to be as populn 
as Mr. Gibbon's. 

N° LXXXI. 
lIfr. FERGUS01f. to 1f.fr. GIBBON. 

DEAB. SIR, Edinburgh, April 18th, 1776 . 

. I SHOULD make some apology for not writing 
you sooner an answer to your obliging letter; but-

. if you sllould honour me frequently with such re-
quests, you will find, that, with very good inten
tions, I am a ve.ry dilatory and irregular correspon-: 
dent. I am sorry to tell you,. that our respectable 
.friend" is still declining in his health; he is greatly 

'Mr. Hume. 
einaciated" 
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emaciated, and loses strength. He talks tanilliarly 
of his hear ,prospect of dying. His mO,ther, it' 
seems,died under the same symptoms; and ,it ap
pears so little necessary, or proper, to flatter him, 
that no one attempts it. I never observed his un
derstanding more crear, or his humour more plea- -
sallt and li.vely. He has -a great aversion to leave 
~he tranquillity of his own house, to go in search 
of health among inns and hostlers. And his {~iends 
here ,gave way to him for some time; but now' 
think:it necessary that-he should m.ake an effort to 

- try what change of place a:nd~ir, or any thing else 
Sir John Pringle may advise, ean do for him. I 
left him this morning in the mind to comply in this 
article, -and I hope that he will be prev;tiled o!l 
to set out in a few days. - He is just now sixty-
five. 

I am, very glad that the pleasure you give us 
recoils a little 011 yourself, through our fee~lete$ti- , 
mony. I have, as you suppose, beeli employed, 
at any intervals ,of leisure or rest 1 have had for 

· some' years1 in taking notes, -or collecting materials, 
for a History of the distractions that ~roke down 
the Roman Republic, arid ~nded in the establish .. 

. ment of Augustus and hi~ immediate _ successors~ 
:The compliment you -are pleased to pay, ,I cannot 
accept of, even to my subject. Your subj<ctno~v 
appears with advantages it w~ not supposed ~o 
have had; and, I· suspect tp.at: the magnificence of 

· the mouldering ruin will appear lllore striking, than 
the saIIle ~uilqing ,vhen the v,iew, is perplexed with 

· scaffolding, 'workmen,. and ,djsordetly lodgers, and-
. ')1 :z the 
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the ear is stunned with the noise of destructions 
and repairs,. and the alarms' of fire. The llight 
.which you begin to describe is solemn, ahd there 
fire gleams, of ligh~ superior to what is to be foun4 
in any other time. I . comfort myself, that as my 
tracle js the study of human nature, 1. could, not fix 
on,a,more interesting comer of it, than the end of 
the Ro~an Repllblic. Whether my ~ompilations 
,should eyer- deserve the attention of any one be
sides m);self, must remain to be determined after 
they are farthetadvanced. I take' the liberty to 
trouble you with the inclosed for Mr. Smith,whose. 
uncertain stay in London makes me at a loss how 
,to di~ect for him. You have both such reason to 
J)e 'pleased with tlI€t world just now, that ,I hope 
you are plea,sed with ,each other. 

I am, with the-grez.test respect, ' 
, De~Sir, . , 

Your most obedient, a~d most humble Servant, 
- ADAM FERGUSON. 

·NII ,LXXXII. 

EDWARD GIBBON, Esq. toJ.· HO:J;.ROYD, ESf; , 
London, 1\1ay 20th, ]776. : 

I All angry that you :sh.ould impede'my:noble 
:&lesignsofvisiting foreign parJs, more especially as 
I haye an ad vantag~ which Sir Wilful had not, that 
Of undetstanding your foreign lingos. With re- , 
gard to Mrs. Gibbon, her intended visit, . ~o which 
I was not totally a stranger, will dO'IIle 1;lonour; 

,ana" tho~h it should delay Illy emigrati9n .ti~l. t~e. 
.' ,. 'end 
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-end of July, there will still'remain the months o( 
August" September, and October. Above all; 
abstain from giving the least hint to any Bath cot,: 
respondent, and perhaps, if I am not provoked by 
opposition, the thing may not be absolutelyeer,. 
tain. At all events, you may depend oJ? a pre
yious visit. At present, lim very l?usy ,vith the 
N eckel'S. . I live with her, just all I used to do 
twenty years ago, laugh at her Paris varnish, and 
()blige her to become a simple r~asonable Suissesse. 
The man-who might read English hu~bands lessohs 
of proper and dutiful behaviour, is a sensible good~ 
natured creature. In about a fortnight I launch 
~gain into the world in the shape of a quarto vo~ 
lunie .. Cadell assures me, that he never reme.m
.beted so .eager and impatient a demand fOl' a secolld -
edition. The town is beginning to break up; the 
day after ,t~morr()w we hav:e. our last day in the 
House of Commons, to inquire into the instruc
tions of the commissioners. . I like the plan, and 
the motion appeais' plain; Adieu. I dined with 
Lord Palmerstone to-day; great dinner of catches. 
I 'embrace ~y Lady and the Maria. . 

N° LXXXIII. 

The Same to ,the' Same. 

. To tell you any thing of the change, or rathe), 
changes, of governors, I must have known SOllIe:. 

, thing of them myself; put all is darkness, confUf" 
sion, and, uncertainty, to jluch a degree, thatpeopl(f 
do not .even know what lies to invent. The new~ 

]\1 3 from 
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from Arpericahaveindeed diverted the 'public 
attention into another, and far' greater, channel. 
All that you see in the papers, of 'the repulse at 
Quebec, as well as the capture of Lee, rests on the 
authority (a very unexceptionable one) of the pro-
vincial papers, as they· have been transmitted by 
Governor Tryon from N ew York. Howe is well, 
and eats plentifully; and the weather seems to 
clear up so fast, that, according to the English 
custom, we have passed from the lowest despon
dency toafull a~surance of success. My new 
birth happened last Monday; seven hundred of the 
. fifteen hundred were gone yesterday. I now un
derstand, from pretty good authority, that' Dr .. 
Porteus, the friend and chaplain o( Seeker, is actu
ally sharpening his goose quill against the hvo last 
chapters. Adieu .. 

June the 6th, .1776, froml\.lmack's, whe~'e I 
- was' chosen last week. . 

N° LXXXJV. 

EDWARD GIBBO'N, Esq. ~o J. HOLROYD, ,Esq. 
Ahnack'~, ~une 24th,1776. 

YES, yes, I am alive, and well; but what shall I 
say?' Town grows empty, and this house, where I 
have passed 'very agreeable hours, is the only place 
which still unites the flower of the English youth. 
-The sty Ie of living, though somewhat expensive, is 

• exceedingly pleasant, and, notwithstanding the 
rage of play, I have found more entertaining, and 
even rational society here, than in any other club 

to 
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to which I beiong. Mrs. Gibbon still' hangs in 
~uspense, and seems to consider a town-expedition 
with horror. I think, however, that she' will De 
soon in motion; and when I have her in -Ben~ 
tinck-street, we' sha~l perhaps talk of a: Sheffield 
excursion. I am now deeply engaged in the reign' 
'of 'Constantine, and, from the'specimens which I 
have already seen, I can venture.to promise, that 
the second volume will not be less interesting 
than the first. The fifteen hundred copies are 
moving off with dec.ent speed, ,and the obliging 
Cadell begins to mutter something of a third edi
tion for next year.· No- news of Deyverdun, or 

* State ofille AccOIIn' of },[r. Gibbon's Roman Empire, Third 
Editio~. 1st Vol. No. 1000. ' 

1777. 
April 30th. £. s. ,d. 

Printing 90 sheets at 11. 6s. "'ith notes at the 
boltom of the' page . - 117 0 '0 

180 reams of paper at 198. - 171 . O· 0 
Paid the Corrector, extra care - 5 5 0 

,Advertisements and'incide~talexpenses - 16 15 0 

1000 books at 16s. 
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£8000 0 
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his French translation; What a lazy _dog! Ma-~ 
dame Necker has .been gone a· great while. L 
ga'Ve her,. en ,partant, the' most sol~mn assurances. 
of fo.llowing her paws .in less than two months;. 
but-the voice of indo.lencebegins to. \V\li~'pera; 
thousand diffkulties, and unless your ab~urd poli
cy sho.uld tho.ro.ughly -provo.ke me, the Parisian 
journey may Po.ssibly be ~eferred. I rejo.ice in 
the pro.gress of oI(t .. :II< * to.wards light..W e ,~re In 
expectation of Alllerican news. Carleton is made 
a Knight of the Batl1. The. old report, of W ash~. 
ingto.n's resignatio.n,and, quarrel with the Con~ 
gress, seems to. revive. Adieu. 

E:rtract Wa Letter from Dr. GEORGE CAlIIPBELL, 

Prwessfjr at Aberdeen, to .Jfr. STRAHAN, dated 
Aberdeen, J,une ,25th, 1776. . 

I HAVE: lately r'ead o.v'er one of your last win
ter's publicatio.ns with very great pleasure; and I 
ho.pe 'so.meinstructio.n. My expectations were 
indeed high when I began it; but"1 assure you, 
the entertainment I· received· gTeatly: exceeded 
tltern; What made 'me fall to. it with greater avi. 
dity was, that it had .in part a pretty close co.n .. 
pection with, a subject I had. occasion to. treat 
sometimes in. my,' Theological Lectures;. to. wit, 
the Rise. and Progress of the Hierarchy: and you 
will belieye that I was pot the less pleased to dis-

. cover, 
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cover; in an historian of so much -learning . and~ 
pene~ration, so great a coincidence with~my own: 
sentiments, in relation to some obscure' points'in 
the Christian antiquities. I suppose I need, not; 
now inform you, that the book I mean is GiJn 
bon's Histoiy of the Fall of the Roman EIDpire~, 
which, in respect of t4e style andmanp.er, as well; 
as the matter, is a most masterly performance. 

N° LXXXVI. 

Madame'NECKER a Monsieur GIBBON. 

Paris, S;9 J uiIlet. 

JE me reprocheroisvivement, l\fon~ieur, d'avoir, 
laisse si long temps s~ns reponse la plus touchanfe et 
Ia plus aimabIe des lettr~s, -si je J'avois fait pal; 
paresse ou par,neglig~nce';' mais j'ai.malh~ureuse.;; 
ment une trop :bonne exc;use, 1\1. ~~ecker aete 
long temps malade non du regret ,d'avoirdonne s~ 
deII\ission, mais du chagrin d'avoirete oblige de. I<\
donner; car il est pour les honnetes gens~ne ne, 
,cessite morale plus invincible. -que la :necess# 
physique: les inquietudes, que, la sante ,de: 1\1ons; 
Necker m'a fait eprouver, .m'ont appris: plus, qu~ 
jamais a compter 'pour rien les peines"quin'ajfecr 
tent pas la sensibilite: ,quandl\fonsieuf 'Nec}{,er 
se chargea d'une grande place;' jej:rlls Ie pret~r a. 
l'honneur, et non aux h~pneurs, e.t.qll~nd. o~, ~ 
voulu lui; conserver les uns au d¢pens ,de l'autre, 
j'ai repris avec transport; 1~ bien dQI1t ,je m'etois 

privee, 
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privee, et j'ai l'ame trop. tendre pour craindre de. 
ne pouvoir pas seule suffire au bonheur d'une. per~ 
sonne qui m'est chere: Ia retraite de Monsieur 
Necker a ete accompagne des regrets et de l' etonne
ment de toute Ia France, et notis meme en descen
dant au fond de nos creur~ ~ous ne pouvons encore 
comprendre· qu'on noug ait contraint a abandon
ner uneadministrq.tion, ou Ie succ~s avoit tou-

. jours suivi Ia purete des intentions: nous sommes 
a. St. Ouen; mais, loin d'y eprouver Ie sort ordi
naire, etauquel la morale commune m'avoit pre
Pl'!,re, nous' avons ete. sui vis . non seulement des . 
gens, que nous croyons attaches ,a nous par les 
seules . circonstances, mais encore d'une foule in
ombrable de. citoyens de tous les ordres, qui ne 
tiennent aux grandes places, que par la relation 
du bien p~blic. M. Necker a ete baigne' de 
Iarrnes et combIe d'eloges et de benedictions, et 
tout ce qui s'est fait a cette occasion pourroitetre 
raconte par un historien, mais ne peut etre hasarde 

. dans une Iettre: mon estime pour la voix pub
Iique en est augmentee: il semble que la verite 
jaillit du milieu ae cette agitation de toutes les 
ames, et que Ie mensonge, qui se refugie quelque
fois dans les opinions particulieres, en est bientot 
l!hasse par cette voix generale, comme les demons 
I'etoient jadis par Ie nom de la divinite: pardon si 
je vous pade de Monsieur Necker avec cette fran
chise. V ous s~avez par l'histoire de tous Ies siecles, 
et peut-etre par la votre, que les,petits defauts non 
seulement ne coneluent rien cOlltre Ie genie, mais 

meme 
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m~me l'annoncent souvent; ces defauts des grands, 
}lOmmes sont un present, que la nature bienfaj..; 
sante fait a leurs femmes, ou a leurs amis ~ 'un 
homme ~arfait se suffiroit a lui:-m~me: il faut avoir 
des torts et des foiblesses pour sentir les jouis. 
sances, leg. besoins, et'les consQlations, que ie creur 
peut donner. . C'est a cette ,circonstancc, ., que je 
dois l'article du Compte Rendu, dont ;vous me par.; 
lez avec tant de graces.J e ne s~aurois m'emp~cher 
d'~tre sensible a ce que VQus m'en dites, et cepen. 
dant je puis vaus, assurer qu'il a paro malgre moi; 
j'ai joui long terns en silence du plaisir de rendre 
Monsieur Necker heureux, et l'opinion ne pouvoit 
rien ajouter a ce sentiment; ~r it est une con· 
science pour Ie creur comme pour Ia vertu, it qui 
les regatds des hommes sont indifferents, mais 
ceux de l'affection nepeuvent l'Hre: ils ajoutent 
a tous les biens; et d'ailletirs· votre amitiem'est 
trop chel'e ponr ne pas desirer votre estime. 

Nous n'avons pas encore eu Ie temps d'eprouver 
Ie vuide que laisse .I'absence des grandes affaire~ : 
nous n'avons se~ti que la crainte qU'elles ne prisent 
une route differente de celIe que nous leur avions ' 
tracee: car lao passi0!l du bien public comJDe toutes 
les passions abstraites, doit ~tre constaute; pllisgl.!-e 
l'objet en est inalterable. ' 

Votre tendresse pateinelle me paroit si bien 
placee, que je ne puism'emp~cher de la pal-tagel'; 
",:os enfans ont quelques defauts dans le'caracthe, 
inais ils nous enchantent, et vous JD'avez appris a 
aimer l'histoire, qui m'avoit toujo~rs. parq jusques 

a pre. 
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, a present' un luiroir exagere de nos deformites, 
parceque les grands traits parvenoient seuls jus
ques: a nous: a present je Ia: lis avec :delices, cette 
histoire, ou je crois voir a la fois l' esprit dt!, tant de 
siec1es c01~centredans une senle t~te,et les juge-. 
mens de toutes' les nationsabotitis a un seuI. 
jugement, qui les eCiaire,"et qui nous les rend avec 
toutes les graces 'de :la .. nou,veaute sans leur 1 rien 
faireperdre, cependant, de leur air.noble etantiqu,e; 
Vous ne devez pas douter du pla}sirJltic vos .sll·e, I 

ces m'ont.fait gouter; car depuis long temps,je ~e. 
suis avertiede mon amour-propre que par masen~ 
sibilite: je ne vous donnerai pas de conseil~: je ne." 
pourrois critiquer que vosopinions ou ,vos senti,,: 
mens, et ce n'estpas de conseils quipeuvent Ies. 
changer: vous avez d'ailleurs une maniere d'ecrire 
qui n'appartient qu~a vous: il faut que vous suiviez 
l'impulsion de votreg~nie, et quiconque hasa!"de~ 
roit d'autres avis que celui de 'vous livrer hardiment' 
a VQus m~me, ne seroit pas digne de vous admirer 
n'y de' sentir Ie prix inestimable d'une sublime' sin.; 
gularite" 

NOlls formons Ie projet de passer rete prochaine 
en Suisse, mais je n'ose encore' m'en fla,tter; cal 
Monsieur Necker est'tres indecis dans les petites 
choses:'ou quej'ai~le, vos livres me suivront.et'me. 
feront gouter ala fois Ie plaisir·et Ie bonheur par 
Ie double inter~t de l'auteur et de l'ouvrage: si 
vou~ y joignez quelques Iettres, eUes Sel'ont bien 
accueillies etbien senties: si ,iOUS n~ecri:vez poin\ 
• "" mais je n~ VfUX pas m'arr~ter sur Ie douloure\l~ 

soup~on; 
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'soup~on; je finis ces longs discours, que la- seule 
,amitie peut pardonner: j'ai cm q~e vous me per· 
m'ettriez de dieter cette lettre: les sentimens di· 
vers au~quels J'ai ete en proye, ont diIIli~ue mes 
forces; mais si mes doigts. ne s~auroient tenir la 
plume sans fatigue, mon creur et rna pensee peu
v~nt, en revanche, s' elancer all dela des mers, et ne 
se lassent jamais.de Ie faire. 

. C.N. 
Mon addresse est actuellem~nt a Paris, Rue 

Berghe. 

N° LXXXVII. 

EDWAn,D GIBBON, Esq. tQ J.1I6LROYD, Esq. 

Satu~da:y. August; 1776. 

W ~ expect you at five o'clock Tuesday, without 
'a sore throat. You have ~ere this hean,. of the 
shocking accident which takes up the attention of . 
the town. Our old acquaintance 41: 41: ...... 41: 41:. 

By his own indQlence, I'ather than extravagance, 
his circumstances were embarrassed, and he had 

,frequently declared himse1ftire<Jonife., ',~opulr 
l~c news, nor any material'expec,ted, tilH~e end of 

. this, or, the beginning of next month,. when flowe 
will probably have .collectedhis whole force~ _A 
tough business indeed. 'You see by their .declar~
tion, that they have now passed the Rilbicon, a~d 
rendered, t~e work of a treaty infinitely more diffi-

. £}llt. You will perhaps say, SQ~llcb the })ettel'; 
.-.. . . . .... - but 
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but' I ,do assure 'you; that the t'hiT?king friends' of 
-Govemment are by' no means sanguine. I take 
the opportunity of eating tUl't1e with Garric;:k att 
Hampton. Adieu. 

,:No LXXXVIII. 

EDWARD GIBBON, Esq.. to J. JIOLROYD, Esq. 
. . 

, ,Saturday, three-quarter~ past Eleven, 1776. 

FOR the present I am so deeply engaged, that 
you must renout;l'ce the hasty apparition at Shef
field-place; ,but it you should be very impatient, I 
will try (after tlw. meeting) to run dow!?, between 
the Friday an~ Monday, ana bring you the last 
editions of things. At present nought bu~ expec
tatio,n. The,attack on me is begun; an anony-

: mous eighteen-penny pamphlet, which will get the 
author more glory in the next world than in .this. 

'The heavy troops, Watson.and another, are on their 
march. Adieu. ' . 

.NO LXXXIX. 

Rr/ract oj fJ Letter from lIfr. 'v ALLACE to Mr. 
, STRAHAN, dated Edinburgh, August 30th, '1776. 

ALAS. for 'David Hume i* His friends have-. 
. sustained a. g~eat loss in his death. ,He was in

, . te11'ed yesterday, at a place he lately purchased in 
the buryi,ng-ground on the Calton. 

• Mr. Hume died at Edinburgh, August 25th, 1770. • . 
, . .': " For. 
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fI For who, to dumb forgetfulness a pr~y, 
This pleasing anxious being e'er l'esign'd, 
Left the warm p~ecincts of the cheerful day, . 
. Nor cast one longing~ lingering look behind I" 

A monunlenton that airy elevated cemetery, which, 
mi account of a mag'nificent terrace now, carried 
round the hill, is greatly frequented, will be ex
tremely conspicuous, and must often call his mime 
.to reIlWmbrance. It has been remarked, that the 
s~me day on which Lucretius died, gave' birth to 
Virgil; and amidst their late severe loss, philo
.sophy and literature will probably find themselves 
not wholly disconsolate, on reflecting t~at the same 
year in which they were deprived of Hume;. Gib- . 
bon arose; his superior· in som~ resp~cts. This 
gentleman's History of the Decline of the Roman. 
Empire appears to me, in point of composition, in
comparably the finest production in English, with-

· out any exception. I hardly thought the languag~ 
capable of arriving at his 'Correctness, perspicuity, 
and strength. 

N° XC. 
EDWARD GIBBON, Esq. to J. B. HOLROYp, Esq . 

. ' . ' 1776. 
· IH'()PE youbaI:.k and gro"TI at my silence; growl 
and bark. This is nO,t a time for' correspondence. 
Parliament,' visits, dinners, suppers, and an hour or 
two stolen with difficulty for the Decline, leave . 
but very little leisure. I send' you the Gazette) 

· and have scarcely any thing to add" except that, 
.. about five. hundred of them' have deserted to us, 

and 
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, . and that the.N ew York incendiaries 'were imme
diately, and very justifiably, destined to·the cord. 
LOrd George Germaine, with whom I hid a long 

· conversation last night, was in ,high spirits,· and 
.hopes to: reconquer ~ermany in America.' ,On the' 
side of. Canada;. he only fears Carleton's slowness, 

· but entertains great expectations . that the' light 
:troop's' and Indians, ander Sil:. William Johnson, 
'who are sent from Oswego down the Mohawk 
,River to Albany, will. oblige the Provincials.to 
, give up the defence of the Lakes, for fear of being 
'cut off. TJIe report of aforeign war subsides . 

. ' House of .Comm~ms dull, and opposition ,talk of 
'suspending hostilities from despair. . 

An anonymous pamphlet and Dr. 'Vatson out 
. :against me; (in my opinion;) the former feehle,.and 
''Very illiberal; the latter uncommonly genie,el. At 
last I have had a letter from Deyverduu; wretched' 
excuses; . nothing done; vexatious enougl~. To
morro)\' ,I ,write to Suard, a very skilful transl~tor 
of Paris, who was here.in the spring with the 
N eckers, to get him (if not too late) to undertake 
it. Adieu. . 

N° XCi. 

l\fADA~E NECK~R' ~ ·1JL GrB~ON'.,. ~ 
. '30 Septembre, 1&6. ' 

A YON'retour de Londres, l\Ionsieur, to~tes ·les 
· marques ,d'~mitie. que, vous lll'avez donnees m'ont . 
"ete sans cessepresentes; mais je voulois vous .l,ire, , 
etj'esperois devous voir; yousue venez 'point,je 
, . ' . " . '.' . nis 
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Yaj~ tlonG :exp~'imer hien "folblement 'i'imJ?re~sioii 
'que j'ah'essenHe~» 'Vous 'avez repandu SU~"':lhe 
immeri~e :eruditi9n Ii plus profonde eflaplus fine 
connoissaric~i ;cles hOnlnles Jtde il'hutnanite;'de~ 
naticlQs 'tit des' :ind~vidus de' tous )fes'r~ngs; vou~ 
lltez retini l~' phildsophe 'e~ 11lom1ne ise~:lb~e;' '~~ 
i:c'tte histoire ,ignoree peiidant plusic'urs' sieCIes 

. deViendr~' j'(Ii'en'~dontepbint,.la plu~¢onnaie, et 
'la plus t:ite~:: ,: Car~n~s vaus devia la ceIebnt6 de 
'Ner(>n~et 'DeCie'ou''G'()rdi~n celle 'du : vertueu.* 
Titus: ' Vous'avez:'fuontie que les horumes Jextiii.Qr~ 
dinai.res O1itexistfdans tous lestems~ -etque :la, 
natiire~ qui u'avoitq'abOl'd refusequ'on 'Tacjte ~ 
AinelienouZenoble, n'a pu s~resoudre'alaisserson' 

·ouvrage imparfait; ~ si vdus ayez moins die precision 
~ue eet historieri, en' r~v:anche 'voils itvei cent fois 
plus d'idees, ,et de~~rietes dans'les, idees. On vpit , 
'q~'il a et~ Ie fnodeIe et p~ui~etre la 'source de votr~ 
ouvrage, mais' c'estune ,source qui 's'«;st 'giossie:d~ 
tOllS les torrents dt: pens¢es qui,ont 'cciQ.~e clanstous 
les siecles, 'ehous aVfZ montr6 cequ'un~ iiriagi~a:': 
tion feconde: et sensil;>Ie' pe'iltencore'ajolitel~ :\'lii. 
'p~?fondeu~ et a l'ete~du~ ~e l:esp~·it. ; ~es ~eu~s:fhi:' 
losophes hsent Taclt~~ vous s~rez Ju:' .det9~~I,e 
monde; nous apprendroris·.a penseren 'ctJilirit:ne 
nous eiercer qu'a voir e~ a'sentir,et malgreyous~ 
Mdnsieur, dans Ie nombre de V:os lecteurs; voUscomp:" 
tetez" autant defeinmes' que <d'hommes';' j'ai dit 
irialgre",~us, carvou!; Ies avez ~aHiait~es '; a VOllS 

~iitendre' tOutes leursvertus soilt factices; etolt..:c¢ 
"otis, ' Mo:n~i'eUr, . quideviez en:pa:rl~r ainsi? 
~~ Votis:~~esirez et vallS) ~eritei Ia' 'pIllS 19rande 
"' ~VOL.lt. " y ceIebrit~J' 
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~eIebrite, l'elan d~ votre ouvrage Ie p:rOUY~: ~ais 
'l'ai~l~. ~e cledaigne pas de p~endre un poin~ d:appui 
~ur -la \.ene pour s'elev~r. dans.les ~irs-; ce j>oint 
~'appui ¢e n'est pas a Lo~dres 'lu'il f~o.t lechercher; 
VO~3 ~tes ,trop occupe~ de vos affaires; les femmes 

,:p.'y parlent P9int. etdans tous~es pays ou -:Tfes Jile 
SOrtt par le centre de la conversation la renommee 
n'~ qu'une voix et qU'une oreille~ C'est a:Paris qu'il 
~s,t ~reabl~d'Hre ullg~'and ho~me, ca~ c'est la 
seule~e~t q~'on ~heJ:che a phli~epar 'fa vivacite de -
!a co;nversatio~ etqu'o~fait passer ses sentimens 
~lat)s I'all;l,e des autres par rart perfectionne de l'ex~ 

'geration. Si naus. n'avion~ (ait usage d~ cet art 
iel1drie~ vous justice m~me a Voltaire? et depuis. 
que~ous apprenons 1'.anglois nOlls ayon~ augrnent~ 
jusques che~ 'VOt,l~i la ceIebrite de' vos propres 
~~t~ur~ et c~t eC(lat, de Shakespear a qui Ie ,doit-iI? 

li,:a.l~ plii'ssance cl'un acteur sublime qui s'emparoit 
t~us lesjol,lr~ pendant trois heures du creur et des 
oreill,cs c:t:e~ Auglois, et qui faisoit sureux l'effet de ' 
1a cOl)ver$ationche;znous. J e s~aisque'Votreouvrage 
ilj f~it l!n J?ruit pr~4ig,ieux, et cepend~nt je ~e "OU$ 
do~ne pas '~neore trois ans.de guerre:en Amecique 
pour q.u~c~ bruit ne .se, fasse plus entendre. qua 
dans Ie, ~ip.~a.'n~ Votre,politique; cette, montagne 
quf ~cfa.se to!lt, ~touffe m~m,e les g~ants" et ne la.isse 
paroitre de terns e~l t~ms que ceux qui, conunevQu~ 
soulevent' ce, P?ids jinme~1Se par des torrents de 
fl~l~m..ts:. Jivreznous done ,'otre ouvrage,m,ail$ point· 
d~ ~ermanismes. l\lqllsicur. D~yv~rdun a bea':1collp 
d'esp~lt et vous .verrez roalgr~ c~la qu'il f~ra plu
sieursp~is. ~u~fcuil1es, de rose. Vous qu~ avez 

". ' . ~ransp~rt~. 
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lranSporte dans l'ahgiol! toute ~la ldeliciltes.'ie', . tou~~ 
Ia: finesse; eteti 1n~rne t~ms toute 13. cla~t6dC' notre 
langue; VOW! transporterez.dans tefl'an~ois la'ticheM~ 
tt l'energiede la. Yotrt',' et '\';ou!lleff : ~direz.t6fitH 
deuJ( avec cette plume harn'ionieuse qui' ~eh\bl~'.nd 
placer un mot que pour flatter for~ille:cot'ririi~ un~ 
niairi habile choisit les tbticfitsd'uh' ,C1avetir'./J' r 
. Au reste rose re'fuser toujour~ mon en.tlibU~rasiiiit 
~ VOl trois del"niers' chapitres; PourqU"Oi rh'otrtirle 
ue genie qui fait son dieu de ia. gIoireet qui ~Toit 

, 'Vivre- etclneIiement uans son sein, teut-i'I otet Iii 
meme esperance -a ceux qui niettepf leu~ vetta a 'Ii 
place! ue cette gloire? .,' -

Je merappelJe Ii franchigedenos ci1tretidti;"de 
Londres, et je crois VOllS. deyoir. u,n mot sur vos 
compatriotes, toujours sous Ie ,sMau ,du secr~t .. · 
J'aivll plus souvent Milord 'et l\m~dy 'L\lcan 'qut!. 
Madame de l\iontagtr, d"abbl'd';Par Ie desit gue 
j'avoiS de:vous plaif(~, a pr~se~ l'attrai1: qu'ont :tou. 
joun les bonnes gens'sans"pteterttioris et'd'une 
80cietHac:ile 'et douce, D'ailleuzsles piopds a'Mtbri~ 
romp us ne font paS' mal aans nn pays'ou b.-conVer;. 
sation estuu esdavage d~sqli'~Ile)l'est p~ iiti 
plaisir. 11 semble iei que lei' lortgues phrd5~set H~S' 
longues pens~es vous jettent ali cor un: hretid' coiP 
lant pourvolisempecher de VOllS' eiifurt! «,'~:t~altih~, 
Montagit.' est ,·eilUe Ii Paris c(,)lnin~' ~ la suite;dli 
S'hakespeat;dans un moment' o'u . y oltaire ~t 5e~ 
partisans ac~a.blcht cet au teurde mili vais{'~ p'laisan~: 
teries,et vous sentez :qu'iI en tombe :qiIelques' uneFJ' 
a dl'oite'e,~ a gaudle sur son ad31'atrice.',Malgr{cela.' 
tOl,t Ie monde rend jt1sticX: a: l'esprit, aux lUini@res,'et: 
; "j )f 2 a.' l'hon~ 
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a l'honn~tete de Madame de Montagu;, "EI1e-fait· des 
_ e~orts~ouis ppur, s'expr~mer enfr~~cii;;' en 
l'eeoutant,jeinerappelle les tourmens que Ieprou4 
'v~js e~ Angleten:eouje.n?elltendois personne et oU. 
,person~en~ m'entendoit. : Qui ne s~ait cornpatir 
aux ~3;uxqu'()n a soufferts ? , 

Cepen'dant je -ris, et n~' c01l1patis point. l\fais 
quand vi~ndrez vous done, Moil~ieur?fixez nous 
l'epoq~e, precise afin que nous soyons ,hetireux 
~~aYlI.nce.N~usvous presentons,eM9nsieur Necker 
!r~ moi, .rass~ral1cedes, sentimens"disting!les ,que 
D!>US,Yous av~ns voues pour la vie. '. , ,." , 
. Pardon, Monsieur; une Iegere inc::ommodite De ril'a, 

p~sp~rmis crecrire ~e rna main cette enorme lettre., . ' 

',.,,' 'Noxcn . 
. ' J: } ~ '.; . • • ' , ., - ~. .:.. ": .' \ 

fob,'. G:lB~O~ to ,:th~11:everen.dDr.'W ATSON en.oro, 
,: ,:::' ','}'J.js~op ifJ"andaff:)' , '" . ' : 

, . ~entinck-l\treet,Novembe~~d, 1776. 
l\fR. GiBBON takes, the 1 earliest opportunity ,o( 

presenting his compli~~ntsand ;thanks,to. ,Dr .. 
Wat~on,and of' express}~g h~s ~ense,of th.e;lfberal 
~reatment which'he pas received frqrn so candid an. 
adversary .. Mr. Gibb?ll entlr~ly coincides i:Uopi-, 
nian withD,r. W'3.tson, ,that'as their differen'~ sen;: 
tirnents, oua very important period of history, are:. 
n~)\! submitted. to the :public", th~y both :may 
employ their, ~jme in a manne~ ,mu<;h more.~~efuJ( 
as well as agreeable, than tlieycould pos~il;>ly po,. 
by~xhibitiIlg ,a SIngle coritb'.l~ in th~eamph;i!heafre' 
of controversy. ,Mr. Gibbop-.. is.' theTefor~, ~eter':'; 
mined' to resist the temp1#tio}l of justifying" in a.: 

. professed 
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professed reply, any ;pa~age~ of his HIstory, which 
might perhaps ~~ easily cleared from', censure and 
misappl;eheIision'; 'but he still reserves 'to 'himself 
the privilege of inserting jn 'a future edition som~ 
D,ccasi?nal remar~s· and exp1abtiol~s"of his ;m~an
ing. If. ~y calls9f pleasure or lmsine,ss sho~ld. 
bring pro ,Watson ~o town, Mr. 'Gibbonwotl14 
think himself happy ,ill beingperIPittep ,tq s9li~jt 
the honour Of ~i$ ac9.uaintance • 

. Nil XCIII. 

Dr. W,.A.TSONto .1Ifr. GIBB.ON •• \_ 

:.;.' ;',Cambridge, Novefutier 4til~ #16; , 
. ' Dit. 'VATSON acceptswithpleasllr~ Mr.' Gib~?~is 

polit<1 i.~vip.tioil to a per~ot:tal 'acqua~nt~nc!. Jf qe' 
come:> to to\"Ii thiswi,nter; \ri1~ certaiJ;lly ~qp.r~ .. 
self the hoho'Ufyto wait 'u'pon \~in1;'Begs~"~t, .t~e 
same time,' to assure Mr. Giboan; that,be 'wilI'be 
very happy to have a1} ()ppoTp.lll;tyofshewjng him 
every civilitY, if curiosity, or o~het!l1oti'Ves, should 
bring him to 'Cambridge: . 'Dr; Watson can ha\'6 
some faiutide~ ot :Mr.: Gibbon's difficulty in resist
jug .the teIppW,ion pe spe~ks:of,.f~·o~_baving:b~en 
~f late in.,a 8jtu~tiO~' sO!pt;W;ha.t.shililar hi1l1self,'" It 
would,be yery.~x.tr~rdi.I)~ty~ jf,Mr::Gjbbop: di4 
not fcel.a pare,D:t'~ .p~rtia,l~ty :~or, all'offsprip.g whic~ 
has justly. ~~c~ed th~ a.clmi~at~o_n; ~f:a!l.who haver. 
seen it;:: ~nd; ,,Dr:_ Watson :'YP.u\d p'e~~~~~, J3.$~ :p~rsoll' 
jn t~e wor«l:~,~ wi~J:1:hi~Jt<?: s~p.Pt~~~r aPYI~xplan,l}. 
tion whic;:h might tend tQ e~fl.l~jts .mefi~" ,:. ' 

) •. ,_ - •• " . ...' , ........ 1. . _. . 
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, ~DWA~D GIB:sONA Esq. to J. a.O~ROYD, E~q~ . 

: Almack's, November 7th, 1176, 

. LETT~RS from Burgoyn~. Th~y embarked. 01;1. 

the Lakc::s the 30th Septemhfr, wit~ eight ~~n
dred British sailors, sixthousiUld regulars, and a. 
naval force superior to any. possibl~ oppos~tion ~ 
put the seasOI;1 was ~o far advanced, that they 
.~xpected ,only to occupy aI\d strengthen Ticonde .. 
roga,. and afterwards to returu aud take up their 
winter .quarterf$ in Canada., . Y fstc;rday \ve had a 
5.:ur~r~ze in the.fl9\lSC, from. a proclamatiQU of the 
Howes, ",hlc;h.~nade its fi~t '~ppearanc~ in.th~ 
Morning :rost~ and whi~l1,nobody s~ems to.u~der~ 
.~tand. By ~his tim~, my Lady mar see that I ha,·~ 
uot much reason to fear my' an,tl\g01:rists~~di~~I, 
~~U.ne~t. Th':1rsda~~ "., . 

N° XCV: 

The SaT{lt; tQ. tIlt; S.r,lme •. 
". . . ~ 

. . Friday Evening. November 2~d.' 
, . " . 

NEWS from the Lakes. A' naval' combat~ iI;1 
\vhich 'the Provincials were repulsed with con
siderable ioss. They burnt and abandoned' Cw\vn 
Point. Carleton is besieging.Ti~Qnderoga. Carle
ton, I say'; for lie is the-re, and it is apprehended 
'th~t Burgoyne' is,'coming home.' ~Yedismissed 
the Nabobs' without a division.' Burke and the 
Attm'ney General spoke very well. Adieu.··': 

~ 
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N° XCVI. 
AI. SVAB.D a )l,f. GiBBoN. 

)IOWSIE17R, Paris, Ie 25 Novembre, 1776. 
, J It De connois qU'Qn homme digne 'de ~faite 

passer dans notie l~ngue vob"e excellente histoiit 
de la. D~cadence de l'Empire Romain, et cet homme 
e'est vous. Pulsque vous attachez quelque prix l 
l'opinion 'du puhlic FranrrQis, je Sui8~tonn6 que 
vous n'ayez pas voulu prendre cette peine. ' V bult 
~crivez notre lapgue n~n ' seulement avec une corJ 

rection et uile puret6 rare, mais encore avec' une. 
~MgaIice et unchoix de tours et d'expressions que 
peu de nos gens de lettres pl>ssMent. J e vous 
ai, rendu' eet hommage avant qn~ d'avoii' l'honrieut 
de volis connottre personnellement. Vaus savez; 
Monsieur,combien j'ai gotLt~ ,votreEssal sut,l~ 
Litt~ratute,-'ouvrage ou je ti'ouvois r~uni ce quise 
tencontre ral'ement ensemble; l'esprit; Ie goflt" et 
t~rudition. J'ai Iu votre nouvel ouvl'age, etj'y_ai 
trouv~ ees m~mes quaIites avec Ie degl'~ de matu:' ; 
riM, avec les vues et la philosophic que I'~ttide,et 
Ie tems ont dtL ajouter a tin talent 8up~rieui.. 
, .-J'ainie peu l'histoire, pareequeje n'ai ja~ais pu 
reteni!' ni dates ni faits; mais je' paSserois rna.'vie A 
)'~tudier si elle ~toit ~crite commele nioi'ceau qne 
vous nOlls en avez donn~. C'est uri tableau com':" 
,plet et paffait. VOllS y" ,avez embrasse l'liist6ir~ 
des mctilrs et des faits et ceile de' tout 1'univers 
connu. Vous avez porte'lalumiere da~s Ie cahos, 
et vous avez suivi Ie fiI cache' des ev~nenien~ les 
'plus biza;res dans ~e 13,byrinthe obscu," QU. tous r~s 
liens qui unissent les . hommes 'en societe it toutes 

N4 les 
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les regres 'qui les dirigent,et~~t rornpues, les plus 
grandes revo.lutipns pa~'~is!l~n~ne ~en~~·<J.u'~u capric~ 
d:yn~l!lult~tupe. ivre" a\lf{ passions ext~avagq,ntes de 
qll¢lqlJ~$ in~~\·jd\!.s, OU, ~des'cornbinaisons fortuites 

. d~,.c-it.G(>n~taJlc~s. . Yp~.chapitr~sprelirninaires sur 
,r~ta.t~¢n~lJlpjrE:,f;lont d~s-chef~-d:reuvre; les folies 
9.tt;Oc~sd~:C011'1l!odt:;;~J~ ~ouronnet J'enchere apres 
la,mort,de ',P~~·tinJ!.~; .1a gra.n!=le ,t:evolution operee 
1'ar, Constantinjsop( ~e~~rnorc~au~ acheves •. Lea 
'd.(!l.!X ;<lern,iS'lr~ chapitr~~, dQn~je. te v}s, tl:~s sGanda:lis6 
a~s~i,siietQis 'po~te).l.r ~~Sprl?(>nne 'oj.lpape, m 'ex
pJiql!~.n~palfaj!~~.ent,~e que jen\a~~ncore trouv.~ 
Jl\l11,e pa.lt~;:l'~Jlsernbk 9.c!j ,rauses,.qui ont; fa"oris6 
retabFss~n1ep,t, '1~~es! pr9gres "de.:notr~) v;raim.ellt; 
weryeille~l~e r~J~i9.~~; ,,1;'put c~la ~st;,rel~ve.pat: un 
'~tile1;9ujou1jS anlrn,e, ~o.ujo;lrs.vai#;i).oblt;: ~t ,piquant. 

, :yqH~,,~fonsiem, ,~all!! aU~Ul!~ .exag~ratio:u, q,': qq,~ 
je pe.nse qcr y~tr~ p!lyrage., .Jpg~z ,si j'a,\ll'o,is ,c\i, dq 
plajs~rJ,a}:epo,n~re; ,~Ja ~ollfWt~e 'qtl~ vqlJ.S,W~, te .. 
;D)~igp.~r., ',et ~e~~ayer,d~ letJ:ad~lil:e;', ,I~y a.\ong 
t~~~, ql\~je ,me fl\lis ,engage; ~Jfqduire, rhist,qjr~,q<r 
TAme~·jqu:~'que l\fons,i~1.u lt9ber~~Qll fai~ irnprimer 
flctuelleJIlell~; etdon~m~ 'JIl!!; reJ?1t(t: ~ les . fe~iUes .. 
l e i,le lI\lisprOrPis que, cr! ;ser()it J;t,derp.iere tache 
4e ~¢. genreq~~ je,m'iropqs¢fQis : si j'etois tep.te de, 
;plaWl1;ler. '3. ~on vre~, ceo :~e~:p.it; ,ce"~~lleJ;llent pour 
;y'ous,,'~ajs ~l 'n'y, fa:u~ pa& pense~,,~ -Je sai~ avec 
~ert}.~~de~u~ la.tradlJ<;ti~nde,laprem~e~e 'partie ~e 
votr~Jo~vrage est a~t~clleli1~nts9us p.res,se a, Pans, 

,'. :etqu'el}e ~st faite ',par J\l. de, ~,eptch~n.~s." jeune 
.h?inrne qui, a yecu,asse,*long tern,s: en,A:ngl~t~:rJ:~ 
'etgui ~~oi~ fqrt,l\e.a,v~q~lqn~ieuf,G,am~et; .. ;)~;Jl~ 

. . . 
(:onnQl5 
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tonnois.poin(~es tareu.s;: ~:t!~~ It; premier:ouvrage 
qu'il compose;,~~sj~ sa!~ ,qu~jlest JO,rt studieux', 
fort zele, ~t': estilne . de . gens de beaucoup, .de 
merite,. Si vous d~sirez de plus grands eclair
cisscmens, faites moi ,l'honneur de me Ie.. mander. 
A~ )es!e, 'queIqu~ mediocre quesoitl3: tra~uc
tion, je reponds du, ~ucces; mais ilseroit~om. 
plet si e1Ie etoit ec'rite du stile de la ,Iettre que 
vous m'avez nc11'eSsee~ ,,'Je -l'ai commui'liquee it 
l\Iada~e Necker, qU\ a etefQrt'etonn,ee ,q~e vous' 
n'en ayez pasre~u une,qu'elle voqs <J,ecrite;U ya . ,. . , 
trOiS.' .a:quatre mPl~.. ' . . ' 
, "VPU$ ne dout~i pas du plaisir que vos amis ant 
eprolJ.ve en:voyan,t Monsie.urN.eck&a portee d'e~
~rcel·:PQur.le·biep:de,ce pays-<:i ~e~·talens et Ie,S 
ve,rt!l~que nOllS Jqi,conJIoiss<>:ns.,· ,J~ fais bien, des, 
yre~x avecvollSpOU;r que sesetforts nesoient ,point; 
contraries par:lJn hoi'rible Jlt~apqui .nqus ; menace,: 
etilu'il redoutea!l~a~t·quep.Qus. )Un'yacertaine~ . 
1l}eJit qu~ l'habitiu.de d'entflndi:e parl~r':d!'l gtierre e~ 
~l't!n voir qui pui~se d~terminet: les prin<;esa Je$ en .. 
treprendre . et les' peu ples~Y' consep.t~I:; car it n'y ~ , 
jamais ~u defl,lreur plus'insensee. " ' , 

. On ,m'~ ~itqu'~lJ."aIh)it pnl?liet La, ;Lon~r~s \Jnt 
petIte, vie de, ~I()l}siepr I:Iume.~crite' par ~u~-meme. 
fQurrois-je atten~re qe yotre b.on~e, M.o~ieu]', qu~ 
VOllS, voudrez, bieI.1 vous Ie 'proc~re~ pour .moi des 
q\1'~l1e p'~~ojtr~f et l'adress(!rj sa:n~ .~ucUA avis n1 
secon~~" envdoppe, i a JJfQ1!$i~ur, D(!._ fqities),' 'P1'e~ 
1n;it;r t;9m,mi~·.qe~ J:fna",;~s, ';j-Par~s. Si je po~voi& 
:VOl,lS,etre de ;qu~l~e~ti~it¢, i~i~. ,disposez.dc ,u"Qi 

.,: ~,!1ve,y 
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ayec liberte ,et' comptei, je vOllS prie, ~sui' les. s~nti. 
mens tres distingues' aveC- lesquelS j'ai'l'honneuf 
a'~tre, ~ 

, MOnsieur, 
", Votre fres humble et hes Qheissant Serviteur,.' 

" . , SU;RD.: 
" 

, , 

EDW .. UtD GI:BB~N, E$'1': ~ Madame NEC~Eit. 
A Londres j ce 26 Novembre; 1776. 

QUI! vaus avez bien raisOOl,Madame, de'celebret 
rart perfectionne de l'exageration! Vous Ie faites 
briller dans'chaque ligne de cette'lettre t:hartminte 
,que j'ai relue cent 'fois 'avec la. plus. vive satisfac-, 
tion. Par Ie magique de eet art sedutteur vous . 
avez suplacer un ecrivaiIi inconnu a cote de'Tacite 
et, des plus grands hommes. J'embrasse '~veQ '
ardeur l'illusion flatteuse" que" 'VOllS avez suostituee 
a 1a' ttiste'verite; et'je me persuade sans peine que 
tous vos arr~ts, 'seront tonfirmes pa.r Ie public, ,et 
p'ai'la posterite., Ne croyezcependailt pas que par-

, une affectation' Oigueilleuse et deplacee je veuille 
rejetter tous ces lauriers dont vous Il).'avez couroll .. 
nes;' J e sais que Ie sejour de Paris, en faisailt ecfa~ 
tel' Slir un· 'plus grand theatre votre. gout, et vos 
talens, n'a pas etouffe votre franchise Helvetique. 
Le fonds de ~e que vous'ditesde plus obligeant 
vous Ie pen~ez veritablement; et qual1d votre par
tialite pour l'auteur'vousaurbi~ trompe sur Ie prix 
de' son ouvrage, je ,ne peidroisl'ien au change. 
V otre' \ffiiti6 . vaut bien I... 'reputatio;n la.mieux~ 

,meritee. 
Vous 
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Vous me refusef'; cependallt lesqualit~s) d'1l'!l 
preux chevalier t;oujours pret A TOIPp.re\1ne Jan~ 
pour .1'hanneur de Di~u. et des dames. J epour,;, 
Toi. me jUlitifie, 'Par l'aps~,e devoir qui ll~ penn~ 
pas a UJl histOJ'ieQ de dissimuler lesdHauts .deS' 
~bjets les plus sacTes o.u·les plusch~s.Maisetoit .. 
~e a moi de maltraiter les. femm.e~ ('t de representa· 
toures leurS vertuil'comme factices? 11 me semble 
que ce Q'es.t que sur leur courage que j'iI;i olit Jetter 
.ce soup~n. V otre s~"e est d~stine a consolerle 
genre: buntain, a 'lui pmire'toujours, quelq\l,efois ~ 
rinstruire, jamais, a.Ie faire trembler. Vous COll~ 
voisseJ ~r~illeurs'e pays' ou: je. via :quand on veut· 
peinare le$ siec1es. Ie!\ 'plus recul~s ·on les dessmel 
sans .;eI( appercevoir, rl'aprh les. modeles qu'on' 3,. 
devant Ie! yeux. . Nos Angloises ne saventetaler 
que lem:s desordres et leurs ridicules ;les graces; les 
talens, '1e$ vert;' m~ine. sout . ens~velies' sous ~~ 
glaces etetnelles. ,··Daignez. VOllS rappeller que de;., 
puis douze ans jen'ai passe' que six seDiaines dam 
~ societe' de Madame 'Necker. En reiterant.une 
invitation dont je sens tout Ie prix, vvus a~gIDentez) 
moll. regret de Jie'pouvoir pWi -en profitenit:6t que 
jc' Ie . voudrois,. <Moll.': v-oyageetoitdccide :.ce-J 
'pendant'l'ann€e va s.'ecouler sans q\lcj'aiepu ex~ 
cuter ce dessein, et je me trouvedarui 1a n~cessite 
de renvQyer mes esperances a l' etc prochain. Vous 
11e desappiouverez: p'a.a .Ies motifs. de moD. . deIaL 
Jj;: .sacrifie Ie plaisir au devoir. Un ariU intimCl 
m'avoit nomme son executeu:r testamentaire. ~l a> 

la.isse Q.es· affaifes. arlebrouiller, ,mfpro.ca tres ·iin-! 
po~tanla. suiyre dwlc&, tribunaux"et ,.des fotiC~) 

. tiomf. 
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tions . esselltielles' :~~emplir, 'CJ.hi :ne.'seroie'rit 9uc'ttop 
negligees' si jem'eloignois cleLoildres'.Mon 'cc~'ur , 
antic~peavec -Ia: phis 'Vive impatience leriJ.oment ou, 
jepourroi~ me degager de mes liens; me'rendre au": 
pr~s de. v:ous etv.ous contemplet dans lasituation 
€le'Veeet bi-illante ou vous~tespla:cee~ Auhefoisj'a~ 
etudie \rotre arne dans l'humb1e siIhplicite de: la'vie' -
,li,plus:d~estique .. VO\is'a:v~z SQutetme l'adversite:' 
La moderation d,evQtre .caradh'e n'a ,point ete COl,'': 
.mmpue par Ie duxe : et les applaudissemeiis de' 
P;uis; La foit'une vQus'.prepare une autre epi'el,ive., 
et par.la! Justice qu'ellevien~ ;de rendre au' merit~ 

(de Monsieur 'Necker; ,elle''Vous:'lournit unenou:-' 
,:"elie ,occaSion de 'l'apprecier; eLde la ~inepnser.' 
J'esperp que,votreaini'trouvera'les moyens de con ... 
ciHer l'intet:~t 'gener3,I 'de l'huirianite. 'aveC les i~te-' , 
:r~ts exc1usifs'de la:monarchie dOJlt"' il' administre 

'les'nnances. : C'est peut-etre Ie 'Probl~me 'Ie· 'plus 
difficilct de' lla, politique,. mais clont lil. 'difficulte tie, . 
sefait sentiraux'hommes d'etats qui sont en m~m6 

. ,tems 'des' philos6phes Ivertueux. "Si je' !n'avois pas 
'craint 'dele detourner'de sesoccupations impor
ta~.tes; je l'aurois re.mer<;i6 de"sell hontes .. · J'ignore 
cepelldant si c'est'!une, l~tti'e de .felicitation ou' de 
dmdol~an:ce. q~~'ori' doit addresser a un·"ll"OUv~a:u.. 
ministre." "le sais seulement ql,i'on ~'empresse·tou ..... 
jorirs;a leur:dem,ander des' grftces;. et pour.me con-' 
furmer a l'usage }aurois presq~e envied~.Ie :solli.' 
citer,en :faveur Idu'pauvre,le,Texier'qui m'en·li. 
conjure.: .les .larm~s. 'aux ,yeuxi " Mais on peut', se· . 
repo;er sur 1\I.. ;N ecker:et surl vous rii~me d'u soin r 
d' encburager.,l~s talens et de rclever le~ malllel1reux.i 

VO\Js 



.. . v ous ~tes :d'ai~)euis bie~ 'phis a pOrtee'de connoitte 
les veritables details. de: sa-conduite ~: Lyons; etde 
juger iu~qu'a quel point rhom:l~tet6 et Ii pril(Ience 
vous pennett,ent de. vo.us iriter~sser .pour lui, .J e 
me contenterai do# (1e.~ous as_surer que malgre 
racharn~inent' de :ses enllemIs .les·ptocedes de l~ 
.Te~ierdepuis. son· /iJ"dvee" en Angleten~e lui ont 
acquis .l'estime· et l'amiti6 des peJ,"sonnes le~ 'plus 

. respectables ;qu'il fait;parohre. dessentimen~et 
m~ine .. de 13. sagesse, <ct. qu'il s'est: appliq1l:~'a:vec 
succes a. :I'etude . .de l'anglois, 'au trav~il et a la trlj.:" 
duction... Scr situa~ioii devi'ent .to~s~ 'les jours: plus 
triste;ets'iI n'a commis que des indiscretiQnsil'~e 
semble 'qti'il"ep., a etepnni suffisament.; ··A PJ:opos 
ce.tradudion, ·Ii paresscr de mon ,~miDeyvetdilit 
nous a. sauve,; amon grai,ld' regi'etj,d~ .se!! \ g~i~na.l 

,nismes.I1 a:'l'enoqce 'al~e~treprise, ~i,un'mot 'de 
votre. part pourroit determfn.er,~!:SllaJ:·d a se'pr~ter 
.a~es vue~ .que; j'ai, deja 'pds)al~berte :de.lni pro-:
poser.,'Malgre votre prev~~ti<?lrffav91'able;je~ ne 
saurois jamais mJe .resoudre aimEittre ',m@~-tri~nlQ 
mon o~vrage ~en· .. i\nglo~Fra.n~ois.) .. On 'ne ·saitja
mais qu'une: larigl.!e' a.,la .fois,; ebm~me en ·;vous 
~crivant,. je'. s~.n.s ::C0mbien.ma~· 'pense~ ,fS~' :mtirbe 
~ous Ie poids·~e.,ces enttaves.6trangeres. '. La corrii ... 
position tlu: se9op,d volume. m'9ffre~-une occllpatiOI( 
plus intere~sal!-te poin moi, .jen'ose.p~ ajouterl.et 
,pout,lepu~lic •. > . ',~> ',:·1 ,"\':;:' :.,:-

N e setoit-iI· p'astems, Madail1e,.a.enou8 :renvoyer 
nos bonnes gens;. Milor~let Milady, Lucan? " Etes 
yous: contep.te, de , M. r Fox?" . Daigriez; m'~crire 
.... . . avcq 
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avec,une'.to~fiance d<lIl:t je u'ahuserai jamals et 
SQyez' penuadee de mon devouement Ie plus in.u.. 
terable~ .' , .' 

N° XCVIII. 

, .JJ. LECLERC DE SEPTCliEN~S a ltf. GIMON', 

, 'Rue ae Grammont, ce 28 D·~~mbre. 1776 •• 
, l\IoNsIEVRj 

JJi; sui~ penetre de tout ce que vallS me marquez' 
o"obligeant. Vous'avez tabonted~ m'encourager; 
que lie ferois-je point pour'meriter yatre approbaw 

tiOll?, Votre ouvragi: a -ici Ie plus g'Tand succes; 
et quoiqu'il ait perdu ,un grand uombl'e ua. ses 
beautesj on n'en est pas: moins frappe de Ia gran~ 
de1.u; t!.tde la majeste du pl~n. Le public semple 
desirer que jecontinue; je suis occupe 'main tenant 
a la:seconde partie; .et je crois pou;voir YOUS assuret 
qu'eUe ne tardeta pas beaucoup :l,paroltre. "De
pu'is t~ois semaines j'ai traduit jusqu'au paragrapho 
de la page 2.61 qui' ~ pouu titre Second E.tpedition 
w' tke Got~s. J e nle croiroistrop, heureux, si vous 
V041iet avoir la comp,laisance d'exaniine,f montra· 
vail au lieu de vousenvoyer les fcuilles au sortir 
de la pressej comme vous,me Ie demandez. Je VQUS 

ferai tenir, mon: nianuscrit, s~ vous voulez me 1<1 
'pt:rmettre, avant de, Ie, Ih"rer a !'impression; vaus ' 
sei'ez hien plus libre defaire les; changemens qui 
vous paraHront necessaires. J'at deja. re~u les obser
vations que vous m'aviez annoncees: eUes'm'ont 
tclaire sur une infinite de fautes considerables. Voils 
n~de\'e~ p~ doute~'qu'elle~ ne me'soientfort 'iltiles 
pada $uitc. Je vois avec la plus grande,' peine 

, . ',com bien 



combienm.on premier volume a,'lt~mal ex~cl.lte. 
Obljg~ d'aller a. F~ntainebleau pe~dantqu'ol1 rim
primoit, il ne m'a pu~ti possible de cOI:ligermoi
me~e Ie. epreuves; et. fallut-il sacrifier tous les 
exemplaires qui out et~ tir~s, je d~nnerai certaine
ment une' autre .edition, on jc profiterai de. vos re.:. 
marques. .soyez bien persullde, Monsieur, qqe jell4 
l1egligerai nen ~e ce qui peut vous intel'~er. J'au':' 
rois dli commencer par vous demandere~cuse de 
mon etourderie; je m'~tPisfigurequ6 ~ommtt 
membre du parlement yous ne payez aucunporL 
),fon intention n'etoit SUTement ,pM de: vaus occa .. 
l4>ner des frail si considerables.' J e ne pr~vois :pas 
pouvoir retoumer de'sitOf, a Londr~. D'aiUeUl;s
,'otre ouvrage me retient, . dans ce 'moment-cia 
Paris. Dois-je· espere'r ,que vous executerez' Ie 
,proje't que vaus m'annoJ.1cez? Je serois. bieD: fJattt~ 
d'avoir l'honneur de vaus connoitre, ,etdepouvOir 
\-ous assurer des sentimensd'estime et de 'oonsidbo . 
ra.tioIi avec lesqueis je suis" ' " 

. " Monsieur,' 
Votre tr~ h\tmble ct tr~s obeissant Serviteur, 
, 'LECLERC Dl; SEPTCHENES; . 
l\I. de Foncemagne de rAcademie Ftan~aise ro'a 

r11~rge de Ie rappelleta,votre souvenir~ et de vou, 
dire qu'il u'a point oublie Ie present que vous Ill) 

avez {aitily aquelquesannees devotreo\l:vrage sur, 
~·1;.tude £Ie IlJ. Litterature. . 
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N°X~IX. 
EDWARD GIBB01lT,Esq.toJ. ~:HOL1tOYD;:Esq.,: 

, ) . B~qtinck-street~Jan.18th, 17'li •. 
. ~S Ipr~sume~ my ,Lady_ does' not,make it prac .. 
tice of tumbling down stairs ev€ry day after dinner; 
by tl,lis ,time the colours ,must have faded, and the 
high, places, (I mean the t,emples) 3;re reduced,to a 
proper level.' B\.!-twhat; in the name of· the great 
prince,. is the me~ning ~f.herdeclining,ihe Urban' 
expeditiori? . -Is .it the spontaneous result of ·her 
O~ll' proud. spiri~? or does it . proceed from the 
secret macpinations. of her domestic tyrant?, At llll. 
even~s.J expec,t·you wjll both reniembel' your en:, 
gagement of next Saturday in Bentinck-street, with 
'Donna <:;atherina, the l\~ountaineer,'" &c. _Things 
go .on- vei-y' prosperously .in America. ,Howe' is . 

. . himself in: the, Jerseys,.' and will push at l~ast as far . 
as th~ Delaware Riyer., The, contine~tal (perhaps' 
now the rebel)' army is i,na, ·gl·e~t measure, dis~ 

, persed, andWa.Shington;who wishes to ~oveJ." Phi
ladelphia, has not Iporethan'si~or,seventhousand 
men with him. . Clinton designs to conquer Rhode 
Island in his way home.' But, what I t~inkof 
'much,greater consequence, a province ma~~ 'its 
submission, and desired to be reinstated in the pel),cc 
of'the Ki~g.. It is indeed011ly poor little Georgia; 
'and the application was made t6 Governor TQnyn 
of Flod~a.'· Some disgust at a violent step of the , 
Congress, who removed tl~e' Presi,dent of their 
Provincial Assembly, a leading and Fopul~ maD, 

'* The Hon .. General Sililon Fraser •.. 
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co-operated with the fear of the Indians, who began 
to amuse themselves with the exercif;e ot scalping 
on their Back Settlements. Town fills, and.we are 
mighty agreeable.: Last year, on the Queen's' 
birth-day, Sir G J Warreil had his'diamond star cut' 
off ,his coat; this -day the same aeciden,t happened· 
to him again, with,another star-worth·seyen hun-: 
dredpounds.- ,He had better' ~ompound by:the,
year~ Adieu., 

N°C. 

l'rladame NECKER aM., GIB'BON. 
, , •. ,' a 

Janvier !3, 1771. 

VOTRB entretien, Monsieur, a to_ujouts;.~teun 
grand plaisir de mavie, car vous r~unissez l'inter~t' 
pour les pe~ites c~oses, l'tmthousiasme pour les 
grandes, fabotidance des idees, a l'attention, 'pour 
celles des autres, et une Ie-gere causticite,ame-de 
la,conversation, a l'indulgenc~' UU moment; la" 
suret6 du catactere, e~ Ie courage de l'amitie."Si 
done j'ai tarde a vous 'repondre; ce Ii'est pas que' 
j'ignore l~ prix de votrecorrespondance~ je Ie 
s~avois avant d'avoir : Iii vos lettres; mais combien; 
eUes me l'~mf mieux ,appris encore! ah!, tie dites 
jamais que votre peIl5ee se courhe so us Ie poids d~ 
leI 't!ntra'Oes ltrangeres, .ou si, ce1,a est, 'Oous danse% 
ll'Oec 'ODS {ers;' c'es': avo'us a. nous apptendre ;\ 
parler, apr~s nous avoir' appris a penser; et 'cette 
gradation, est assez dans la nature., " ' , 

Je'suis livree a un' genre d~ :vie etranger ames 
goo.ts,et qui'remplit tous mes m9mens, sans me 

voL. II. 0 perme.tt?:e 
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- permettre d'en employer aucun. -C;est avec -eet 
esprit preoccup6 que j'ai re~eu lUr. Fox. Je de-; 
sirois de Ie COllnoitre depuis .long tems, et je VOllS 

remercie de m'en avoirdonne".Ies moyens; vous 
voyez que je n'entends pas l'art de faire mousIer 
lei gNces, pout me sel"Vir de la phrase d'un de nos 
beaux--esprits; sivous voulez juger de- mon 'em6 

pr~ssement ~ vous plaire, em'oyez mof Mr. W.estern 
bu Sir John Brute. Je'reviens a. Mr. Fox: on diroit 
qu'il a dans sa t~te ·l'ordre qu'il a banni de ses 
actions; il est bien par tout j il s~ai~ tout, il parle 
a merveiI1e de tout; enfin on trouve autant de con':' 
venaIi.ces et d~nsemble entre toutes les facultes de 
SOIl esprit que de disparates entre son esprit et son 
caract~e; et je crains qu'il,n'ait pour les 'mceurs, 
et pour toote espece de principe une indifference 
pin;: que Ie vice; comme la froideur est plus a crain
dre que l'infideli~6. , ,., ' 

Le -premier volume de la traduction de votre 
oltvrage avoitd6ja paru quand je re~ul!. votrederniere 
Lettre; ,il n'etoit plus terns de parler a M. Suard: 
d'ailleurs M. de Septch<:!nes merite des .egards, et 
~'il manque a. son stile cette finesse qui tient a I'ha":, 

. bitude de lao soci~t6, cette chaleur et cette energie -
qui c;a.ra.ctense Ie createur de'la pensee, et· cette 
harmonie que l'habitude des sentimens doux et pas-
sionnes donne enC()re plus que l'exercice de l'oreille; 
ij . a, -en revanche, de lao correction, de la facilite, et 
~~me de l'elegance; et puisque-vous ~tes assezmal .. 
heureux pour quel\fonsieur Gibbon n'ait pas VQulu 
vous traduire je ,me rejouis. de vous voir ensi bonnes 
Ulains. 

Adieu, 
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..Adieu ~onc, lfonsieur;, ~eg6~is. de ;ne po~:voif 
'prol.onger roa l«:ttre, j',6cris,pOi,lt'Y~}\I,S ~eul, CP~tJl~: 
vous voyez. Une entl~r~.co~fut.nce est fa p'l"eml~r~ , 
'p,reuve d'estime; 'venez joukde vos succ~s, veneZ" 
aussijouir de l'amiti6 de d~ux, p~~soruies qui vous 
sont v6rita61ement et tendrentent d6vou6es. '.' , ' , , Permettez moi de' garder,Ie 'silence' sur' l\f. Ie 

,Texier;et croyez qut votre reco!ll~endation l!-uroit 
\ine grande influence sice:quevous demandez 

,.~'~toit.pi13 absolumerit impossible~' 

-
EDWARD GIBBON, Esq. 'to J. HO~ROYD"~8q~ 

, Almack's, Wednesday EYening •• 

IN due obedience to thy dread' c<mima;q.ds" t 
write. ' " " " 
. 'nut what shaH l say ?M:y lif~~ thoughinore 
lively than';~ours, is almost;' as uniform.' A ',yery 
little readingand)Vriting in th~ morning, bone~'ot 
guts· from'tw9to four, pleasllntdin;ners from five 
to eight; and afterwards cinbs, with' an Qccasional ~ 
assembl~, 'or. sUPP,er.· i\illerica ~frords' n?thin; 
very'satlsfa.-ctory; though we have,: manl ftYJJlg re:- . 
ports, you tpay be assured that we' are Ignorant of 
the consequences ofTrent6n,·~c. :.Charl~s Fox i~ 
now at.my elbow" declaiming 011 the impossibility 
of keeping AlI!erica, since' a.. victorious army :ha~ 
been unable to maintain any exte~t. of posts in ~he 
single province of jersey, , Lora, North is out of 
danger{we trembled' f9this. impoitant existence) • 

• ~. .' • .... ~ ~. .. .: !I' .' \ • 

• Mr. Gibbon'~ thjllime attended pr. HuntFr:. ~Da~~~~cal, 
Lectures •• ' - C, ~" 
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I now expec,t that my Lady and y~u should fix the 
time for the promised visitation to Bentinck-str(!et. 
Marchand April are open, chuse. Adieu. 

N° cn. 
_ED'\~~RD GIBBON,Esq. t.J J. HOLROYD,"Esq~ 

,_ 1777. _-
You deserve, and we exult iIi your weather and 

disappointmentS". Why would you bury yourself? 
t dined in Downing-street Thursday last; and I 
think Wedderburne was at least as' agreeable a 
compaD:ion as your timber~surveyor could be. 'Lee 
is certainly taken, but lord North does not appre
hend he is _ coming home. We are not clear whe
ther he behaved with cou!age or pusillanimity when 
he surrendered hi~self; but-,Colonel Keenetold 
~e to-d,aylthat he had seen a letter from Lee si~ce 
his confinement., "He imputes his being taken 
to the alertness of Harcourt, and co~vardice of his 
oWn guard; hopes he shall meet his fate with faf
titude;but ~aments 'thatfreedom is 1}ot likely to 
find a' resting-place-in anYPllrt of the globe." It 
is said; he was to succeed Washington., 'f We kno\V' 
~othirig' c~rtain of the 'Hessians; but there has 
b.~eri a blow. Ac;lieu. 

N· CIII. 
The Same to the Same. 

Saturday Night. April 12th. 1771. ' 
YOUR dispatch is gone to ••• , and I flatter. 

_i~self that h)" your assistance I shall be enabled to 
, lose 
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'lose a thousan,d pounds upon Lenborough pefore I 
J"etu~ from' Paris .. The day of my departure is 
not absolutely fixed; S~uday, seven-night, the 
twenty-seventh instant, is talked of : but if any 
India business should come on llfter'the Civil List, 
~t 'will oc~ioll some df!lay, ·otherwise things are in 
great fonva.rdness. .1\Jrs. Gibbox,. is an ene~y to 
~hewhole.plaq.; and I must a!lSwer, in ,a lo~g let
~r, t~o v,ery ingenious o~j~~tiQns, which she has. 
started. ,1st,. That,~ shall. be ,confined, .or put t9 
death by theprit;sts; ,an~ 2dly~ That I shall sully 
Ply moral character, by Ul~~ng lo~'e to N~ck~r's 
lYj~e.. Before I go, I wil~ consu~t N.ewton,.about 
a power ~f attorney fo~ you. . By th~ bye, I wish 
you would ,remember a sort of promille, and give 
me one day before I go. We talk chiefly of the 

, Marquis de 1& Fayettf, wh~ was here a few weeks 
, ago.' He is about tw:enty, with an hUD;dred and 
thirty . thousand· livres ,a 'year; . the nephew of 
Noailles, whQisambassador here. He has bought 
the Duke of. ~ingston's yacht~and ~gone to join 
t.he .6\rriericans. • TJ.le ,CouJ;t. appeflr' tQ pe angry 
with him. Adiell. 

N° CIV., 

The Same to the. Same., 
.,Atwood's~ Saturday Night; April 19th, 1777; 

IT is not possible .as yet to fix the day of my de
pa~ture. . That circumsta~ce depends on the state' 
ofIndia, and will not be determined till'the.General 
J;;oUI1ofpe~t,'Vednesday". I k~QwJrom theji1:st 

~ , 0 S' authodtY/'~ 
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authority,' if the 'v~()lenc~of the Pr6pH~tors about -
- the' Pigo~ ca.1i ,'b{:~~cked in the India:-house hy 

the influence.offiGo'Vtl11menttnajority., the Mini~ 
ter dges ~ot wish to~~xett the o'IDnipoteit~ ofPar~, 
liament; and I shall be dismissed, fromherif;:e time 
enough to set forwards on' Thursday~ftlie 'nrst of ' 
May. On th~ contraty,should we be in'Volyed in 
those perplexing affair~,'they may easily detain me 
till the mjddle'of lu~xtmonth .. But as'all this is' 
\rery Uncertain,' ~I direCt you and niy Lady td ap
pear iIi town to·motrow' seven-night. I . have 
'many things to say. We have been 3.:Qimated this 
week, ana, notwithstanding 'the..stri.ct'economy 
recomnlend~dby Charles Fox and'-JohIi ~Wilkes; 
we'liavepaid the Royal debts.· Adieu. . 

" . 

A 

, . . 

,'EPWARD GI.llBQN, Esq. toJ. HOLROYD, Esq~. 

", Mo~day Night, April 21st; 1777. 

BAD neWs from Harnpshite.-Support Hugo-: 
nin, comfortn'le;, correct or expel, Winton, sell, 
Lenborough, and, remove my temporal cares.~· 
'.,"Vben do you arrive? . 

-
N°·CVI. 

, The Sam'eio tke Same .. 
~ , 

.. 'Wednesday Night, April23d,-1771 •.. ' 

It is u'ncertai~ whether India. comes to West~' 
minster· this' year, and it is certain that Gj~b(,~.· 
goes to' Paris next Saturday seven-night •.. There:. 

" . . ., . fore 
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fore Holroyd .must appc;ar iu.towtl the beginnilJ,g of 
next week. Gibbon wants the cordial. o( his pte. 
sence before thejqumey .. '~f! Lady must come. 

The Same to'tke Same. 

Dover, Tuesday Evenin~; l\1e.y 6th, Int. 
l\b e.xpedition.does.not begin· very auspjciously. 

'The wind, which for~o~e d~ys had been fair, paid 
me ,the compliment o£ c.hanging 011 my. arrival; 
and, though I immediately secured. a vessel, it ;haS 
been impossible to make the leas~ use of it during 
the whole ohhis tedi9us day. It seems doub~ful, 
whether I shall get 9ut to-morrow morning; and 
the· Captain assures 'me, that the passage will 
have the double adva.ntage of being both cold and 
rough. . Last night a sma!l privateer, fit,tedout at 
Dunkirk, with a commission froni. Dr. Franklin,. 
attacked, took, and has carried into Dunkirk Road, 
the Harwich Packet. The King's messenger had 
just time to throw his dispatches over .. p~a-id. He' 
passed through this town ab~ut four o'clock this 
afternoon, in his return to London.' As the ·aJann 
is \low given; our Americ~n' friend w:i1l probably 
remain quiet, or wil!.be soon ca~ght; SOo·thatI -
have not muck apprehension for my personal safety; 
buti! so. d~ing an outrage is not followe4 ~ by 
punishment and restitution, it may become a very 
seriolls business, and may possibly ,shorten my 
stay at Paris. 

.. 04 Adieu.' 
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,Adieu. I, shall wr,ite by the 'first, opportunity, 
€ithei from Calais or fhiladelphia . . ' 

, , 

Mr. GIBBON to' Mr. HOLROYD. 

, "Calais" WednesdaYiMay 7th, 1777: 

Pos/ nuhila Phre.hus. A pleasant 'passage, an 
excelJent houses a good dinner; with ,Lord Coleraine, 
,whom I found here.' Easy ~Custom-house officers, 
fine we,ather, &c.' I,am detained to-night'by,the 
temptation of a French comedy, in a theatre at 
the end ot Dessein's garden; but shall be in: motion 
to-morrow early, and hope to dine at Paris Satur:' 
day; Adieu, I think I am a punct~al, corrt!
sporident; but' this~eginning is too good to last. . . 

'No CIX-.. 

Dr. WULIA1I ROBERTSON to Mr. GIBBON. 
, , , 

S{R, , College of Edii'!burgb, Jun~ 5th.. 1777. 

, I HAVE desired Mr. Strahan to take the, liberty 
of sending you, in my name, a copy of the History 
'of ,America, which ~hope you 'will do, m~ the 
honour 'of' accepting, as a testimony, not only of 
my, respect, but of my' gratitude~ for th~ jnstruction 

, which I have r~ceived from your writings, as well 
as the cr~dit you have donenie, by the most oblig
ing'manner in which you have.mentioned my 
name. I wisT! the present work m~y ~not diminish 
sentiments so flattel:ing to me~ I have take~ much 
pains to obtai~ the' <l-pprobation of' those. whose 

" - good 



;EDW ARDGIBBON, ESQ,. ~Ol \ 

good opinion orie ought to be solicitous to secure~ 
and I trust that' my industry at least ~ill be, ap-
plauded. ' , ' 

An unlucky indisposition. prevented me from ex
ecuting a schem~ whichI·had fqrmed"of'passing , 
two months of last spring in London... ,The honour 
of being, made known to you, was qne of l\le 
pleasu.res with which I had flattered myself. :But 
1 hope to be ,more fol'tunate next year; and, beg 
that you will believe that I am, with great respect,' 
Sir, YQur mo~tobedient, and· most humble servant; 

.. N° eX. ' ' 

,Mr. GIBBON: to. Mr. HOLROYD'. 

Paris, July- 14th', 1777 •. ' 

THOUGH ~musement !s my pri~cipal object, I do' 
not entirely lose sight of the Decline and F3.1I, 
wQ.ich will, derive s<?nie advantages from th~ books' 
that I have either purchasecl'orconsult~d. You 
:will not be sorry to hea:r,thllt Mr. D.'AnviUei has 
undertaken four Maps of Roman O~ography of:a 
size and n.ature suited to tha,History.* " 

N°qXL 

Mr. GI:QBON to Dr:., ROBERTSON'. , 

, ,SIR, Paris, 1777. 

WHEN Iventured'to, aSSUlilethe character ~f 
Historian, ,the 'first, ,the ,'most .natural; but at'the 

, • It is mucL to be regretted tlllit-Mr. D' Anvillo did no~ per. 
(orm 1bil' emza!!enient: S, ' " ' 

same 
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$am~ timt the most ambitious, wish which I 'enterw 
~ained,. was to obtain the appr()bati~ilof Dr. R~ 
bertsonand of Mr. Hume; two names ,which 
friendship u:nited, .. and ~hich p!>sterity will neve~ 
separat.e ... I shall not therefore ~ttempt todisseni
b~e, thpugh I. cannot easily express,.. the pleasure 

· which I received from your.~bliging letter, as well 
as from'th~ intelligence ofyour'~ost valuable'pre~ . 

· sent. 'The satisfaction :which I. should otherwise 
. have' enjoyed, 'in commo~ with the public, will now 

be heightene~ by a ·sentiment.of a more personal 
and flattering nature; . aJ?d I shall frequentlywhis
per to myself, that I have in ·some measure ,de
served the esteem of the writer whom! admire. , 

A, short excursion which I have made t6 this' 
place, during the sum)11ermonths, has occasioned 
some delay ill my receiving your letter, and will 

'. 1>.re.ven~ my possessi?g, till my return, the copy o£ 
YQur History, :which you so .politely desir~d Mr. 
Strahan to send me. .But r have aiready gratified 

• the eagernes~ of itli impatience; and although I 
was obliged to retul'Il the book much sooner than 1. 
. could have wished; J have seen enough .to . con
v,ince me, that the ,present publicatiQn-will supw 

. port, and,· if possible; will extend the fame of the 
author;' .that the mCf,tcfials' are c91lect~ with dili
gence, and arranged with.skill; that the fir~t bOOK 
contains a leamed and. satisfactory account of the 
progress of discovery; }ha.t the achievements, the 
.dangers, and the crimes, ~fth.e Spanish adventurers 
are related with ii. temperate spirit; alid that the 
most original,:perhaps the most curious, portiOn of 

. . t4e 
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the history. ofhtiman manners is' at l~ngth rescueil 
from the hands of· sophists and declaimers; Lord' 
Stonnont,. and the, few in this capital;.who hav~ 
ha4 an .opportunity of perusing the History of 
America, ullanimously .concur in. ·thesame·-senti
ments. Your work is already become a. favourite 
topic of public convers~tion ;;and M~ Suard is r6- . 
. peatedly pressed;-: in: my hearing, to f!x the ti~e 
when his translation will appear. " 

I flatter myself you: will not abandon 'your de
sign of vi~iting London next win~er; as I already 
anticipate, in my own mind, the advantages which 
I shall derive from sO pleasing anel so honourable 
a connection. In the mean while, I should esteem, 
myself happy, if you could think of ,any literary 
commissi9n, in the, execution of which I might be 
nseful to'you at Paris, where I prop9se to stay till 
'very Deal t~e meeting' of Parliament. . Let me~' for 
instance, suggest an· inquiry, which .cannot .be in· 
different toyou, and which might perhRps be w:ith
in my reach. A few days ago 1 dined with 'Bag
'niouski; the famous adventurer, who.escap'e~from 
his exile at Kamschatka, and returned into Europe 
by Japan and China. ' His narrati\1~was amusing, 
though I know not how' far hi~ ver~city ~ in poi~t 
of' circumstances, may safe~ be trusted. It was 
his original~esign to penetrate through the. North 
East passage; and he actually' followed the coast 
of Asia as high ~. the latitude of 67- 36',. till his 
progress was stopped by the ice, in a Streight be-
tween th~' two Continents, which W~ only seven 
leagu~s' broad. Tl}ence he descended. along the 

coast· 
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coast of America, as low ~ Cap~ l\fefidocin; but 
was, repulsed by· contrary winds, in. his attempts 

. to reaGh the port of Acapulco. TheJ(;mrnalof" 
. ~is V Qyage, with his original Charts; is no\v at 
Versailles, in the Dep6t4~s Affairi!s Etrangeres; 
.and if you conceived that it would be of any use 
to you for 3: second. edition, ~ would ~ try what 
mightbe obtained; though !,' am not ignorai~t of 
that mean jealousy which you y()ursdf have expe
rie~~ed, and ~o "deservedly stigmatised. I. a1l1, &<;. 

Dr. ROBERTSON to 'Mr. GIBBON. 

~~ . 

I HAD the honour of your ~bliging letter, and I 
. should be a ve,ry proud man indeed, if ~:were not 
vain of the approbation which you ar~"pleast;d to 
.bestow upon me. As' you will now have had an 
.opportunity to peruse the book, which you had 
only se~nwhen you wrote tome, J indulge myself.. 
i~ the hopes, that the fav9u.rable .opinio~ . you h~ 
formed of it, is not diminished. I am much pieased 
with your mentioning my friendship' with Mr. 
'Burne; I have always considered that -as 'oueof. 
the most. f()rtunate, and honourable circunistan~e$ 
,of my life .. It is' a felicity of the age and couIl:try 
in which we live, that men Qf-letters can ellter the 
same walk 'of science, and "go' oil successfully; ,~i~h.~ 

; out feeling one sentime~t of envy or iivalship.· I~ 
the intercourse .between Mr. Burne and 'me, w~ 
always'found something to hlame, as well 'as s011l!!.- " 

,. '," '. . . 'tliin{ 
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thing to commend. I had received frequently verY 
. valUabJe criticisms ·.on my perforniances from him; 

arid_I have som~times venturedtd offer: him my 
strictures on· his works. .Permit me to hope -for 
th~ sam~ indulgencel.from you. If, in reading the 
Hi.storyof America, any thing, either in the matter 
or style, .has occurred to you as repTehensible, I" 
will deem it a most· 'obliging favour if you' Will 

. communicate it freely to: me. lam certain of. ' 
profiting by stIch a communiCation; . 

Iretuni;you t\ianks for.your'frankoffer of exe 
cuting any-literary commission for me. I accept 
of it without ceremony, and am flattered with the' 
idea of receiving sucha:id from your hands. I 
know nothing of Bagniouski's ,Adventures,but 
what was published in' some newspaper. If one 
can rely on his veracity, what he' relates must be, 
very interesting to me.' If you had been writi:Qgi' 
the History of 'AIperica, ,the question concerning 
the mode of peopling .it. might not perhapsha:v~ 
occupied youiattenti9n very ,much. 'But it was 
proper for DieM consider it more fufly., Bagni
ouski(ifbe may 'be' credited) has seen what iimay 
be useful-fdr me to 'know. I can see' no: reaSon 
why'th~ Cb:Urt of France should b~ shy ~boutco~ 
municating his Journal, and~, the: ChartS which 
illustrate it; ,possibly ,inytia~e; may :c:>peratesome.
what tOwards obtaining a .copy of both; your inte(
PQi;ition, 1 am 'confident, will d9,agreat deal.' ,It 
will b~ very illiberal indeed, if such a'communica,
tion'were refused;, My Lord Stormont (by whose 
~ttention I have been Il1uch ,hOnOU{f;d) : would not 

, '; declin~ 



, 
decline to -give his aid, were that necessary. -~';:But 
if YQur Court resembles that of Spain, I am atraid'~ 

, every proposal from an am bass3.dor is received witli, 
some degree of jealousy •. Your own private appli
cation wU\ ~~pprehend, be !}lore effectual.' As, it, 
is probable ,that a second edition may go to' press 
early in thewititer, it will add to the favour, if you 
can ,soon inform,me ~onceruing the success of your 

, , negociation. Astbi$. is· something iIi the style of 
tpe Corps Diplomaliquc;.allow me to recommend 
one of its, inembers t,*y(j:U.. . Mr. Fullarton,the 
llew' Bem.'etary of the 'ein~~ is a particular friend 
of mine. ' He isa young man of such qualities both 
of-head and hearh that I am'sure you will esteem 
and IGve him., Ple~e<~eJll.en:l.ber me to him. I 
have the honour to be,'with great:~espect, 

your.obliged hUDlble~rVant, " 
, '. lviLLIA~': .ROBERTSON'. 

,. 
": N° CXUT. 

ED~AiiD:'df8i'~N~ ESfJ. to :f~ aO~~~YD,: :i:~f;' 
Paris, JUne 16th. 1'171. ~ 

" I TOLD "you what ,!ould infallibly happen; and 
you kno~enough of the..natur~·of the be~t not to 
be sucpozecl ,.at it. I 'have now' been at Paris exactly 
five weekS)·;i.fiuring which time 1 have not written 
to any person whatsoever, within the British domi- . 
monsl:except "~o'lines' of 'ootificatiooto Mrs. 
Gibhon .. The' dre~ ~f procrastination has- at 
:length yielded to the ~ius of fliendihip, assi6~ 
indeed by the powers.of fear and shame. : But when 
" ' . , ,I have 
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I have seated myself before a table; and begin f;c) 

revolve aU that I, have seen and tasted during thiJ 
busy period, I feel myself oppressed. arid 'co~ 
founded;. and I am very ~ear throwing 8:way the 
-pen, and re8i~ing·myseWto-in.dOlent.despair. A 
complete history ,would require a. volume, aUeast, 
as corp~lent, as .the Decline and. Fall; .and' if 1 
attempt to 8ele~t and abridge~ besides-the'difficulty 
of.. the choice, there occur 'so many things which 
,cannot properly be entrusted to-paper, and so many 
others of too slight a. texture to support the jour
lley, that I am almQst tempted to reserve for our 
fU~Ul'e conversations. the delail of my pleaspres and 
occupations. But as I am' sensible that you are 
-rigid ana impatient, ,'I will try to convey, in a few 
words,.a general idea of my situation as a man of 
the world, and as a man of letters. You remember 
,that the Neckers w~re my principal dependance; 
~d ,the reception .which 'I have' met with flum 
them very far surpassed my most sanguine exp~e.: 
~tions. .I do not indeed lodge in their house, (as. 

, it might ihcite the jealousy of the husband;' and pro
cure.me a lettre de (:achet,) but I live very much 
,with them, 'and dine and sup whenever they have 
company. which is almost every d,y, and whenever 
I l~. it, .for they are . not in' the' least. e.rigeans.· 
Mr. Walpole gave me ,an introduction. to Madame 
~u De"and, .aD. 'agreeable: young lady of eighty-. 
two ye~ts o( age, who has constant suppers, and 
the. ·bestcomplQ1y.in Paris.' Whenyous~e the 
Duke of ~ichmond, he' will' give 'you an accOunt of 
·that house, Where I me~t him almost every cve~ . 
.• . ing. 
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ing. Ask him about Madame de Cambis. :t have 
met ~he. Duke ofChoiseul at his particular request, 
dined, by accident with Franklin, conversed with 
the Emperor, ,been pre~tmted at court, ,and gradu-' 
ally, or rather "rapidly, I fip,d my acquaintance 
spreading over the most valuable parts of-Paris. 
They pretend to like me, and whatever you may 
'think af French prafessian~, I am convinced that 
some at least are sincere~ On' the, other hand, I' 
feel my~elf- easy and happy in their campany, 3lld 
.only regret that r did ,nat come aver, two ar three 
manths ,saoner. Thaugh Paris throu'ghautthe 
summer pramises me 'a,-Yery agre~able society, yet
I am hurt, every day by the' departure af., men and 
women wham I begin to know ,with some familia
'rity, the' departure .of o.fficeI;s for t~eir gavernments 

, and garrisons, af b~hops £:or their dioceses, and 
even af cauntry gentlemen for, their estates,' is a 
ruriIJ: taste gains graund in this cauntry. < So much 
far' the' general idea af my acquaintance; details 
wauld be ,endless,yet unsatisfactary. , Yau.may 
add to the, pleasures af sacietythose o.f'the spe(}o 
tades and pro.menades,and youw'ill ,find that I 
lead a very agreeable life; let me just condescend to 
ahserve, that it \S nat extravagant:; After decking 
myself aut with sil~s and silver, the ,-ordinary esta
blishment af caach, lodging, servants, ea~ing"ahd 
po.cket e~penses, daes, no.t exceed ,sixty pounds per 
month. Yet I have two footmen in handsome 
liveries hehiJ;l,dmy' coac~ and my apart~nt is' 
hung with damask., Adi~u for.the pre,sent.: I have 
more to say, but were 1. to. attempt a.ny_farth~ 

- progress, 
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progress, you must wait anotbe,r post; and you h~ve 
already waited long enough, {)f all conscience. 

Let me,just'in two words give you an ide,~ of 
• my day., I am now going -(nine o'clock) to the' 
~ing's library, where I shall stay till twelve; as 
soon _ I am dressed, I set qut to dine witl~ the 
Duke de Nivemois: shall go from thence to the 
French comedy, into- the Princess de Beauveau's 
loge grilIee, and cannot quite qetermine whether 
I shall sup at ~dame du Defraud's, Madam~ 
Necker's, or the Sa;rdinian Ambassadress's. Once 
moreweu. 

I embrace my Lady and bambini. 'I shall wit~ 
cheerfulness execute any of. her commission!. 

N° CXIV. 

ED\URD GIBBON, 1:s,/. to J~ HOLROYD, Esq • 
. Paris, August 13th, 1777. 

WELL, and Who, is the culprit nov,? ,Thus far 
had I written in the pride of ~y he~t, an~ fuUy 
detelmined to in~ict an epistle upon you, even 
before I, teceived any ,answer to'my former; ,1 was 
,very near a; bUll., But this fo~·wardhalf li~e)ay 
ten days barre~' and inactive~' till its generative 
,powers. wer(: exCited 1?y the missive ~ic:h ,'I re~ 
,ceived yesterday. 'What a wretched piece of WOl:k 
do we seem to be making of, it in ~meri~a ! ' , : Th~ 
greatest, f9rcewhich :a~y ElJ,l"0p~aI! p?w:~rr er,er 
;ventured. to transport into that. contine~t, is not 
~~rong ~n?ugh even t?attack 'the' enemy ; the, nava~ 
strength of Great Britaii~ is not sufficient t~ pl'even~ 

: VOL. II. P .• the 
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the Americans (they have 'almost lost the appella
tion-of rebels) from teceiving every assistance that 
they wanted; and in the mean time you' are 

. ()bliged to'call out the militia tu defend your own 
coasts against their privateers; . You possibly may 
expe<;t from me S<?me account of the designs an~ 
policy of the French coul't;but I choose to decline 
that task fot t\\'Q teasons:. 1st, Because you may , 
find them laid' open in-every newspaper; and2dly, 
Becau~e I live too much with~ tlIeir courtiers and 
ministers to know any thing about them. I shall 
only say, that I am not under any immediate appre-

hensions of a warmth France: It is much more 
pleasant -as well :is profitable to view in safety the 
raging of the tempest, occasionally to pick up some 
pieces of the wreck, and to improve their trade, 
their'agricul~ure,and their finances, while the two 
coungies are lento collisa duello. Far from taking 
any step to put a speedy end to this astonishing 
dispu-te, I should not be smprised if next, summer 
they were' to . ~end their cordial:assistance to- Eng
-land, as to the weaker party. As t<i my personal 
~ngagement with the -no of R.' l recollect a few' 
slightskir~ishes, . but nothing that' deserves the 
name of a general engagem~nt. The extravagance 
of some displJ.tants, both French and -English, who 
have . espoused the cause of America,. sometimes 
inspires me with an extraordinary vigour. U P'Oll 
the' whole, I find it much cilsier 'to' defend the 
Justice th:m the policy of our measures; but there 
-are celtaincases, where. whatever is repugnant to 
sound J>olic,. ceases to be just.· 

: 'The 
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The. more I see of Paris, the more 1 like it. Tho 
regular course of the society in which I live is easy, 
polite, and' entertaining; and almost every day ~s 
-markeQ by the acquisition of some new acquaint
ance, who ilJ worth cultivating,. or who, at le~t~ is 
worth remembeting. To. the great admiration of 
the French, I'reguJaJ'ly dine and regularly sup, 
drink a dish of &trpng coffee after each meal, and 
find Dly stomach a' citizen' of the world. The 
spectacles, '(particularly 'the, I til ian, an<J. above all 
the French comedies,) whic4 are open the'whole 
summer, afford., me ,an agreeable rela~a~ioti. from 
company; and to shew ;you that .. I frequent' them 
from tas~' and· not from ialeness, . I have not yet 
seen the Colisee;the VauxhaIJ, the Boulevardi, or 
any pf those places of entertainment which' con:.. 
.stitute Paris to most of our countrymen. . Occa
sional trips to dine or sup in some of the thousand. 
country-houses which are scattel1!d round the envi
I'Onsof· Paris, serve to vary the scene. In the' 
mean while the summer insensibly glides away, 
and the fatal month of October approaches, when 
1 must change the house of Madame Necker for 
the House of Commons. I l'egret that I could 
not choo~e the winter, instead of the sUlilmer, for 
this excursion: I should have found many valuable 
persons, and should ha,,~pr~served'others whom 1 . 
have lost as I beganto k#ow·'them. 'The Duke dt 
Chois(lJl~"w:ho, deserves attention bOth for himselt 
andfQr'keeping the best' house, in Paris,pass~ 
6evenm~nths pf,the year jn Touraine; and though 
I.lla.ve been teinpted, I .oonsid~· wi~ hori0t: Ii 
'p ~ jou,mey, 
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journey of sixty leagues ~nto the country. The 
Princess' of Beauveau, who: is a most superior 
,voman,· has been absent above six weeks, and does 
110t return till the 24th of, this month. . A large 
body of recruits will be assembled by the Fontaine
bleau journey; but in order to have a thorough 
knowledge, of this splendid country, I ought to 
stay till the mon~h .of January; and if I could .be 
sure that Opposition would be as tranquil as they 
were last ,year- 'I think your life has been as 
animated, or, at least, as tumultuous, and I envy 
you Lady Payne, &c.'much more'than either the 
Primate, or the Chief-justice. Let not the gene.,. 

· rous breast of my Lady"be torn by the black serpen!~ 
of envy. She still possesses the' first place in the 

· sentiments of her slave: but the adventure of the 
fan was a mere accident, owing to Lord Carrnar-

· then. Adieu. I think you 'may be satisfied. I 
say nothing of my t~rrestrial affairs. 

N° CXV .. 

111. BUHON a lIL GIBBON. 

Ce 25 Oct. 1777. 

J E re~ois, Monsieur, comme une marque preci
euse de votre estime. et de votre 'amiti6 cet" excel
~ent ouvrageque je ne counoissois que pa.: l~ tra
duction; je Ie linli a,-ec tout reD1pressen~ent que me 
donnent -les senti mens que 'TOUS m:aveidnspir& 
J'ai souvent admire dans la conversatinillies":trruta , . 
de geni~ que j'aUl"ai Ie plaisir de voii~ ,dlmSl:tout 
sou developpemellt. Rece"'ez ~nes J:C'lnerciIn,eni. 

" l\IQil~eur, 
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Monsieur, et les ~ndres adi~ux d~un h01ll.me qui 
vous respecte et vous aiJ;Il~ autant et plus qu'ilne' 
peut VOllS l'exprimer: 

BUFFON. 

N° CXVI. 

EDWARD GIBBON, Esq. to J: HOLIt,oY;D, Esq. 
Bentinck-street, Saturday, November, 1777. 

• HAD you four ·homs as well ~ four eyes and 
four hands, I should still maintain that you are the 
most unreasonable monster in· the creation. My 
pain is lively, my weakness excessive', the seaso~ 
cold, and only twelve. days remain to the meeting~ 
Far from thinking of trips into the country, I 
shall be' well satisfied if I am on my legs the 20th, 
in the medical sense of the word. At present I 
am a. corpse, carried about by four arms which do 
not belong to .me. Yet I try tQ sl}lile: I' salute 
the.hen and chickens; Adieu. Writing is really 
painful. 

,NO .cXVII. 

~/adatne Du DEFFAND a M. GIBBON. 

Paris; ce 12 Novembre, ]777. 

J',ATTENDOIS que M. Walp<;>le vous eftt vIi, 
M<:>nsieur, pour repondre avotre tres aimable let-, 
tre de Calais .• J:appreIi.ds aujourd'huypar lui, que 
VOllS avez la goutte, qu'il VQllS' ,a. ete reridre visite 

. «;!t que. vous avez bien voulu lui' pat:ler beaucoup 
de moi.. II ne me mande point ce que VbUS lui en 
avez dit, mals votre bonte .natureUe, et votre ex::' 

.' . .~. S . cesliiv~ 
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eessive indulge~ce ne me laissent aucuneinqui6-
tude. II pourra'vous dire a ,son tourcombieJ:! je 
VOUS regrette ; rien ne peutvous remplacer ; je pense 
sans cesse aux mOIDens agreables que j'ai passes 
avec YOUS; jamais je -n'ai trouye personne qui eut 
une eonversation aussi facile, aussi charm ante. Je 
,paye 'bien cher Ie plaisir qU'elle m'a fait, elle m'a 
renuue bien plus difficile quejen'etois. 

J'ai fort peu vu, M. et Mad. Necker depuis 
votre depart. J'ai soupe une fois en tiers avec enx et 
eu une fois Mad. Necker chez moi. N ousavons 
parle-de M. Gibbon, et de quoi encore? deM; Gib
bon, toujoursde M. Gibbon. .l'ai accabIee Mad. 
de Canibis -de rept:oches et d'injures,elle m'a paru 
l'Hrede rernords et d~ regrets. La Comtesse de 
BQuffiers me s~aura tres bon gre si je YOUs parle 
d'elle; ep.fin tout ce q,ui VQUS connoit, vaus estirne. 
vous aiine, et desire de :vous revojr, et moi plu~ que 
personne au monde, je vous prie de Ie croire. ' 

Le terme de 1779 est bien long, mais cependant, 
j'ose me flatter de Ie voir arriver: je ne renonce 
point encore au plaisir de vous entendre, et pour 
me l'assurer j'ai eu recours a l'AbM de St. Julien j 
it ,a visite mes oreiU~s, il entreprend rna guerison, 
il De veux pas que je perde touteesperance; mais 
,cette vertu theoiogale doit ~tre,precedee de celle de 
Ill. foi, et ron pretend que celle-ci ne m'est pas 
fluniliere. . • . 

N e dites point a M. Walpole la crainte que j'ai 
de devenir sourde; si ce malheur m'arrive, il,n'est 
p~s' pro chain, et je serai encore long terns, a ceque 
j'espere, en eiat d'entendre 1a lecture de vos lettres. 

Je 
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Je ne me flatte pas qu'ellessoientfr~quen:tes, mais 
je \tous prie de repondre ~ celle~i et de m'apprendre 
des nouvel":! de votre goutte j e1le a grjllld tort de 
\'OUS attaquer, vous qui s~avez si bien employer tous 
VOl momens ; . cUe ne devroit se placer que sur les 
descruvres. . 

J'attends avec iInpatience les de~x volumes que 
me promet 1I. de SeptcMnes; j'ai ~t~ parfaitement 
.contente du premier, je l'ai He aussi' infinimentd~ 
votre lettre al\lad. de Cambis. 'routes les louariges 
que vous lui donnez sontvraieset d'un djscem~ 
ment exquis; c'est a vous, Mo:psi~ur, a. qui il appar. 
tient de peindre. . 

N° CXVIIC . 

EDW ARD GIBBON, Esq. to J. HOLRo~D, Esq. 
Friday, N!lvember 14th, 1777. 

J DO .not like. this disonJer·' on your eyes: .l\nd 
when I consider your temperance ®d activity, I 
cannot ~nders~d why any spling of the machine 
should ever be d~rSlngC;!d. With regard to myself, 
the gou~ has behaved in a very hOllourabl<? ~an~er ~ 
after a complete conquest,. and after Jnaking ,xpc; 
feel his power for 1i0Iile days, the generous enemy 
has disdained to ahuse his victorY~ .or to torment 
any longer an unresisting victim. He has already 
ceased to torture the lower extremities . of your 
humble servant; the swelling is' so amazingly di
nunishc;d,that they are no longer above twice their. 
ordinary size.. Yesterday.I moved about the roO~ 
with the .lil:bodous majesty of crutches'; to:.day ~ 

'. J> 4 have 
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ha.v~ exchangedtheril for. a stick; andby the be: 
ginning pfnex,tweek, I.hope, with due precau~ 
tion, to 'take the air, and to inure myself for the 
interesting representation of, Thursday. How 
cursedly u~lucky; 1 wanted to see you both: a 
thousand things to say and to hear, and every 
thipgof . that kind bi.'oken to pieces. If you are 
not able to come to Bentinck-street, -I must con~ 
trive to steal three or fout vacant days during the 
session, and. lim down to Sheffield. The town 
fills, and I begin to ,have numerous lev~s, _ an4 
couchees; more properly the latter. 'Ve are still 
in expectation, but in the mean while we b~lieve 
(I mean ministers), that the news of Howe's .vic~ 
tory and the takihg of Philadelphia are true. 
Adieu. 

N° CXIX. 

EDWARD .. GIBBON, Esq: to J. HOLltOYD, JJ;sq: .. 
Decembtr 2&, 177'1; 

By the inclosed you will see ,that America is not 
yet conquered. Opposition are very lively; and; 
though in the House we keep 'our numbers, there 
seems to be an universal desire of peace, even on 
the most humble',conditions. Are you still fierce? 

'N° CXX. 

The Same tothe Same. 
Monday Night, Decernber. 1777~ 

1 CONGRATULATE your :noble firmness; as 1 sup .. 
po~e)it must arise from the ~nowledge of some 
. ,- . hidden 
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hidden resourc~s, . w hlch will enable us to open thd 
next campaign with new armies of fifty or sixty 
thousand men. But I believe 'you will find your
self obliged to carry on this glorious war· almost 
alone .. It would be idle to dispute any more about 
politics, as we shall so soon have an opportunity o( 
a personal combat.. Your journey gives ni~ some 
hopes that you have not entirely lost your reason: 
Your bed shall be ready. 

N°CXXI. 

The Same to tIle Same: 
, House or Commons, Thursday, Dec. 4th, n?l7., 

DREADFUL news indeed ! You will see them 
partiy in the papers, and we have ~ot yet any paro: 

. ticu1ars.. An English army of nearly ten thousand 
men laid down their arms, and surrendered priso
ners of war, on condition of being sent to England. 
and ,of never serving' against America. They had: 
fought, bravely, and were three days without eat.., 
ing. Bourgoyne is said to have receiyed three 
wounds. . General Fras,er, with two thousand men; 
killed. Colonel Ackland likewise kined. A geJ.le~ 
ral cry for peace. Adieu. We' havecons~nt late 
days. 

N° CXXII. 

EDW. GUIBON, Esq.' to tke,Reo. Dr. CHELSUM. 

SIR, Bentinck-street, Feb. 20th, 1778. 
THE officious readiness .of offering~y· pnnted 

tritici~D1 to,the llotice of a. stranger, who is himself. 
the-
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the obje~t 'of it,. mu:!!t .be .re<:eivedeither a.s a. corn. 
pliment or an insQ.lt;. " When Dr. W 3,tson, tlw Di. 
vinity Professor of ~mbridge, was .so obliging as 
to send me- his candid and ingenious: apology, I 
thought it incumbent on IUe to acknowledge his 
politeness, and, with IlUitable expressions of i'egard, 
to solicit the pleasure of lUs acquaintance. A dif
ferent mode of controversy calls for a different be
haviour; and I should deem myself wanting. in a 
just sense of my own honour, if I did not imme

. diately return into the hands of Mr. Batt your most 
extraordinary present of a book, of which almost 
every page is stained with the epithets, I shall take 
'Iea,-e to say the undeserved epithets, of ungenerous, 
unmanly, indecent, illiberal, partial, and. in which 

. your ad,-ersary is repeat.edty charged with heing 
dificient an common candour; with studiously con
c(!aling the truth, 'Oiolating the faith '!! history, 

o &c. This consideration :will not however prevent 
Ine from procuring a copy of your Remarks, with 
the intention of correcting any involuntary mi~ 
takes, (and I c~nnot be conscious of any other,) 
which in so large a subject your industry, . or that 
Of your colleagues, may 'very possibly have observed. 
But I' must not suffer myself to be diverted from 
the _prosecution of an important work, by~ the 
invidious task of controycrsy, and recrimination. 
Whatever faults ill your performance I might fairly 
impute to want of attention, or #!xcess of zeal, be 
assured, Sir, tllat they shall sleep ill peace; and 
j--ou may safely inform your readers,· that Suidas 

was 
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was a heathen four- centuries after th~ heathenism 
ofthe'Greeks had ceased to exist in the world~, 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient humble Sel'Vant, 

E. GIBBON. 

N°CXXIII. 

-The Rev. Dr. CfJEL~U)l,tO 'EDW •. GIBBON, ES1--
518.. ' Oxford, March 6th, 1778. 

PERlIlIT me to assure you, with the l1tmost sin~ 
eerity, that no insult, such as, I collect from your 
letter, you attribute to me, was' ever intended 
_by me. 

I had reason to think from several circumstances, 
that my not having sent my Remarks to you' in 
their first form, had -heen considered by you as a 
want of attention" and I was very ready. to pay 
what others gave the reason to expect, 'yould be 
received as, a ~ark of civility. I do not mean 
here to refer to Mr. Batt. 

l\Iy determination was the result of a deference 
to the op.inions of others; and it arose in no degree 
from an "officious readiness," to which youattri.;. 
bute it. I may be accused of an error -in judg-
ment, but I cannot justly be accused of any greatei 
offence. ' 

Concerned as I am at my mistake, 1 itn most of 
all concerned th3.t so esteemed a friend as 1\1r. Batt 
~hould have _beell _employ~d in a very _unpleasant 
mediation between us: I _' 

As it is the sole object of this letter to, give you 
every possible assurance of Il.lY having intended a 

com-
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compliinent .in: what has unfortunately been recei\t~ 
ed as an insult,. I sh9u1d have concluded here, but 
that I am anxious to do myself the justice of point
ing out to you;' that. you have miwarily imputed 
to me one expression (as I apprehend) wholly with-

I' out foundation. 
, On the most diligent recollection I ,cannot re

member that I have any where said (and I am. sure 
Inever intended to say) that you have "studiousl!!" 

"concealed the truth. I am, ' 
Sir, 

Your obedient humble Servant, 
" J. CHEL&UM. 

N° CXXIV. 

EI?WARD GIBBON, Esq. to J. n; HOLROYD, Es'l' 
February 23d, 177$. 

You do not readily believe in prretematural mi.s
carriages of letters;. nor I neither. Listen, how~ 
ever, to a plain and honest narrative. This mom
ingafter breakfast, as I was ruminating on':'your 
silence, 'Thomas,my new, footman, with confu': 
sion iri his looks a~d stammering on his tongue; 
produced a letter reasonably soiled, which he was 
to have llrought me the day of his arrival, and 
which had lain forgotten from that, time in his 

- pocket; ""TQ shorten as much as possible the con
t~nuance, I immediately inquired, whether any 
method, of conveyance could be devised mox:e 
~xpeditious than the post, and was fortunately 
informed of your coachman's intenti~ns. You 

, probably 
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probably know the heads' of the plan ~ an Act <?f 
'Parliament to declare, that we never had -any 
intention of taxing America: an~t1j~t: ,Act, '~o em
power the Crown to name Commissioners, 'autho
rised to suspend hostilities by sea and land, as well , 
as 'all obnoxious Acts; and, in short, ~o grant every 
thing, except independence. Opposition, after 
expressing their doubts whether the- lance of' 
Achilles could cure the wound which it had in
flicted, could' not refuse their assent to the pri~ci:: , 
pIes of conduct which they themselves haq always 
recommended. Yet you must acknowledge, :tha~ 
,in a business of this magnitude there Jllay arise 
several important questions, which, without a spi
rit of faction, will deserve'to be debated: 'whether 
Pafliainent .ought not to name th~ Commissioners? ' 
whether it would not be b~tter to repeal the ob
noxious· Acts ourselves ? Ido not find-that the 
world, th~t is, a few people whom I happen to' 
'converse with, are much inclined to praise .Lord 
North's ductility of tempel'~ In the 'sel'vjc~o{xiext 
Friday you will, however, take notice of the in:' 
junction given by the Liturgy: "And., all th~Peo
p1e shall 'say after the Minister, Turn, us again~ 
o Lord, andso...shall' we be turned." Whilewe 
consider wh~thef' we shall ~egociate, I (ear th~ 
French have been more di~jgent. It'is p6sitivety 
asserted,both in private and in Parliament, and 
not, contradicted by the Mjnisters~ that on ihefifth 
of this month a Treaty of Commerce (which h~tll';' 
rally le~ds to a war) was signed at Paris with the 
independent State!! of'America. ' Yet: there sliU 

remains, 
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remains ,11 hope tha~ England may obtain the pre .. 
fert~~ce,., Thetw~greatest couhtries in Europe are 
fairly.running a race for the favour of America. 

'Adieu. ". 

N° .CXXV. 

EDWARD GIBBON',. Esq .. to J.~. HOLROYD, ES!l: ' 
'February 2Sth, 177~. 

, ..... .,-'. .. • ... As' to politic~, we should 
easily fill pages, and therefore had better be silent., 
y o~ are mistak~n in supposing that the bills are 
i>pposed ; some particular objections have been . 
stated, .arid in the onl!! division- I voted with go-
'Vernment. ' 

• N" ~XXVI. 

The Same to ·the Same. 
Almack;s, S~turd~y Night, ~Iarcb 21st, 1778. 

As business thickens, and you may expect iile 
to write sometimes" I shall lay, down one, rule; 
totally to avoid PQlitlCal,' argUIDent, ,conjecture, 
'lainentation, declamation,&c. whlcil would fill 
pages~ n,ot to say volumes; and to confine myself 
to short, authentic pieces of intelligence~ ~or which 
I may be able to afford moments and lines. Hear 
then-The French Ambassador ,vent off yesterday 
morning, not without' some slight expres~ions of 
ill-humour from John- Bull. Lord Stormont is pro
bably arrived, to-day. _ N Q immediate declaration, 
except on our side. A report (but vague) of ~ 
action in the nay, between LaMotte Piquet aneJ 
, - .' . ' Digby;! 
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Digby; the formethas five ships and three frigates, 
with three large'st,ore-ships under convoy; the-lat
ter has eleven ships,of the line. If the Frenchman 
should sail to the mouth of the Delaware, he may 
possibly be followed and shut up. When Frank.;. 
lin was received at Versailles, Deane went in the 
same character to Vienna, and Arthur Lee to Ma
drid. N otwithstariding the reports of an actio~ 'in 
Silesia, they subside; and I have seen a letter from 
:Eliot at aerlin of the tenth instant, without any 
mention of actual hostilities, and even speaking of 
the 'impending war as not absolutely inevitable. 
Last Tuesday the first payment of the loan of six 
hundred thousand pounds was ~rtainly made; and 
as it would otherwise be forfeited, it is a sec:urit)
for the remainder. I have not yet got the intelli
gence you want about former prices of stock in 
critiCal times. These are surely such. DiE;, Va/e. 
Send me some good news from Bucks; in spit~ of 
the war;I must sell. We want you in town. Si
mon'Fraser is impatient ; but if you come without 
,my Lady, every door wilt be shut. 

N° CXXVIL ,'J 

The Same to the Same, 
Almack's, Friday, Jane 12th, 1778. 

• • • '!'s letter gave rile that SOlt of satisfaction. 
which one' may l"eceive from a. gO()(i' physician, 
who, after a careful examination, pronounces your 
"Case 'incunbJe. But no ,more ilf that.' I ~e up 
the 'pen; as' 1 6Uppose:. by thi~' ~hne you :begin tD' 

swear, 
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.swear at my silence: Yet literaUy(a bull) Ihav~ 
not a: wOl;"d to say. Since D'Estaing's fleet has 
passed through the Gut (I leave you' to guess 
where it must have got out) it has, been totally 
forgotten, aIid the most wonderful lethargy and 
oblivion, of ,war and peace, of Europe and .of 
,America, seems to prevail. Lord Chatham's fune
riLl was meanly attended, and Governmenfingeni
ously contrived, to secure the double odium of suf
fering the thing to be done, and of doing it with 
an ill grace. Their chief conversation <!t Almack's 
is about tents, drill-serjeants, subdivisions, firings, 
&c:and 1 am revered as a veteran. Adieu. _'Vhen 
do you return? ~L it suits your evolutions, 8,UIit 
Kitty and myself meditate 'a Sussex journey next 
week. ,I embrac~ my Lady. 

N° CXXVlII., 

EDWARD GIBBON, Esq. ,to ,J. B. HOLRO,YD, Esq. 
Wednesday E\'ening, July, ,1778. 

YOUR plan of operations is clear and ~istinct; 
yet,. notwithstanding your zeal, and the ideas' of 
ducal discipline, I think y.0u 'will be more, and 
longer at Sheffield-Place than you imagine. How· 
ever, I am disposed to advance my journey as 
much as possible. I want to see you; my martial 
ardour makes me look to Coxheath" necessity 
obliges ~e' to think of Beriton, and I feel some
th~ngof a very new inclination to taste the sweets 
~f the'countrY. Aunt Ki,ttyshares thesame§en:
timents; but various obstacles will not allow us t9 
,,' " . - . be 
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be with you before.~aturdaYH)r·perhaps . Sunday 
eveningJ "I say~ ev,ening, as.. we meall, to take'the 
cool part of the day, and shal! probably arrive after 
suppe~.· Keppcl'8"~ret'urri has' o~casioned infinite 

-and jnexpress.ib~e, 'consterh,at~on-, w?ich gi~~llI:r 
changes moo' dlSCOllt~t agflmst hlIl).. He tslbt'" 
,~ered out again witht~re'eor four larg~:Sl!.ipt; 
two of ninety,' two of seventy-four, and'the 'fiftieth 
regiment, as marines. In tlH~ J mean time ~1ie 
French, with a su perioI" fl~et;' kre masters bf I th6 

-sea ; and our outward..:ooti'b.dEast and, West India. 
. trade is in the most imminenHhinget. ~dieu. :<.' 
r' :: .! .. ; .' 

,N°CXX~X. 

Th~'.Sa~~ to the Same: 
• I ... ' • • 

. ,T.ue~dayNight.;~!>~ell}lie~ ;~71~.: 
You sometimes compl'airi. ~at 1 do :nof~eiid,yo~, 

,early, 'news,; but you) wiIl,ilo~"b~, satisfied',~with 
receiving ,a, full ,and .true .ac~ountl or all t~le i>a~lia:
'JDent;uy transactions of Jle',z'/ Thursday. ,.In town 
:W,e think 'it an ,excellj;!ntpi<:ce :of h~nio\ll'" {the 
.,author,is TickeIl).' ,Bu~ke,.an<l,C.,Fo~~:re:please4 
.with. their o~n spe¢che.s •. put~se~ious patl'iotsgro~ 
that such thmgs should be" turned.1:? farce. \'iWC 

~eem to .have a chance of aI\ additional Dutch ~.ar;: 
yO'll maydepl!nd uPQn.'its: be~ng'a., 'v~ry jinP:Ottan~ 
business~"fl'om which wec!!lUlotextricl;\teourselves, 
without ,eithel' ;lQss OJ:, shame .. ' ' 'vizle.t' 

~. .. t ',: •• ,r , '..I. ;, ). ., '" ::.' ~ ~. '., T. • 

.. * rh,e ti~l' of ~h,e p!lrpP~1!j~-:-4nticipqtioll;I..' 'If .i 

-
. '.J ¥o,~. ~I1. 

;J ~'l'(1 
N~ 
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N~ CXX}t'. 
, ,ED1! ARD GiB:BON, E;lJ. to. J. B. Ho.r.nqY'~J Eli

,Alinac:k's, Wednesday Evening, 1778, 

1 D~L,A¥ED writing, not so much,through in,do-, 
. Jence; as because I expected, every post, to hear 
from you. The state of Beriton is un~ertain, in.:. 
comprehensible, tremendous. It would b~ end
less to send you~e folios of Hugonin, but I have 
inclosed you one of his most picturesque epistles, 
})~ Which you may Pleditate. Few offers; one, , 
promismg enough; came from a gentleman at Cam
berwell. I detected him, with masterly skill and 
,diligence, to be only', an attorney's clerk, without 
money, credit, or experience. ,I have written as 

- yet in vain to Sir John Shelly, about Hearsay; 
'perhapS jou,niight get intelligence. I much fear 

,that the Beriton ~xpedition is 'neCessary; but it 
has occurred to me, that if I met, instead Qf accom-
pizll!Jillg you, it would save me a journey of above 
. one hundred miles. That reflection led to another 
pEa very impudent nature; '1);:1. that if I did not 
acoompanyyou, I certa.jnly couMbe of' no use to 
you or myself on the spot: tha~ I had much ra ... 

'ther, while. you examined the premises, pass the 
time ,in a horse-pond; and th~t I had still rather 
pass it in my iibrruy with the Decline and Fall 
But that wouldJ;re an effort of friendship worthy 
of Theseus or Pirithous: modem' times would 
hardly credit, much less imitate, suc!'t exalted vir
tue. No news from America; yettbere are peo
fIe, large ones too; who,talk of. conquenng it next 
( , - \ " SUDUUF 
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.summer with the help of twenty thousand Rus
sians. I fancy -you· are petter satisfied with'pri'.;, 
vate than'public war. rhe ~isbon packet incom~ 
jng home met above forty of our privateers. Adieu. 
I hardly know whether I direct right to you, but 
I think Sheffield~place the surest. . 

N° CXXXI. 
, Dr. WATSON (now Bishop tifLlandaff) to ~[r. ' 
, GIBBON. 

SIR, Cambridae. January 14th, 1779. 

b will give me the greatest pleasure to have an: 
opportunity of becoming better acquainted ~th 
Mr~ Gil1bon. I beg he would accept,my sincer,e 
thanks for the too favourab~ manner 'in which he 
has spoken of a performanc.t; ,"hich depve~ itS 
truef merit from the elegance and importanc.e of 
~he work it attempts to' oppose. I have no hope 
of a. future existence, except that which is gr~)l~nd
ed on the trutI! of Christianity. 1 wish not ~ b~ 
deprived of this hope j but I'should b.e ~ apo~1a:~ 
from the mild principle of the religion I prof~s~ i( 
J. CQul4 be' actuated with ,the least < anP:nosity 
against those w}lo do, not think with me upon this~ 
of all others, the most imp'or~nt subj~t. I beg 
your pardo~ for this declaratign of Il)y beli~f; 'but 
my temper is naturally opeIlt and it o~ght ass,uredlj 
to be without disguise to a man ,,'hom I ~ish no 
longer to look upon as -an antagonist, but 4i!! " 
friend.' I have. the honour to be, with every Sen-
timent _of respect, lour obliged ,s~rV~t, , -

. " , ' RICHARD W ATSQN. 

Q2 N°, 
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N° ,-eXXXII. 
'EDW ARb thBBON, Esg. to J; B. aOLROYD, Esq; 

, " "Febru~ry 6th,ii79. 
, You are qu'iet and peaceable, ,a:n4 do not bark; 

as usual, at my silence. To.-reward you, I,wouin 
send you some news i but we are asleep; no foreign 
intelligence, except the capture of a frigate; no 
cettain . account from the 'Yest Indies, arid ~ 'dis
solution of Parliament, ,vhich seems to have taken 
place'since Christmas. 'In the papers you willsee 
n'egociation~, 'changes ,of depart~ents: &c. and I 
have !Some reason to believe~ that t~ose rel'0rt~ are' 
'not, entirely without' foundation. . Portsmouth' is 
no longer an object 'o{'speculatio'nj, the whole 
stream of aU l,I\eD.,'- and aU parties, r)lns one' '\vay. 
,Sir Hugh'" is disgraced" ru~ned; &c. &."-c. i, ahd as' an' 
old wO'lmd'has' broken: Olit again, they ~ay ~e'inust 
have his leg cut' off as soon' ashe has time. 'In '3. 

night :or two we shall be in 'a' bla~;e"of illumin'a~. 
tion, from the, ,zeal or naval 'heroes, I~nd patriots,' 
and taUow-ch;mdlers.; the last are; nat': the' least 
sin:cere. I want to 'hear some details of ydut riUl.i~ 

, tary and fam~liai 'proceedings.' By your silence I 
suppose you admire Davis, and dislike my pajnphlet;' 
yet such is the public folly, that we have a second 
edition, in "the press:'- th~ fashionable styleo£' the 
clergy, is to say they have 'not' read it.' 'If Maria 
dges not take due, l'sh.all write a'lunch sharpei' 

I . . " , . 

*' Sir Hugh Pali.ser; per~aps.l.lo, man was. ever, ~ore cl'uell, 
\llICd by tbe public; through' a virulent party ~irit. ' S • 

• " ,i • • 

invective 
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jilve~tive against he.r, 'fot not answering my diabo;
lical' book. My Ladycartied it down, with a so
lemn promise~hat I should receive an unassisted 
French letter: Yet i embrace thelittleanhnal, 
as well as my Lady, and, the Spes altera' Ro1rue. 
Adieu. ' ' 
'There is a bu?, about a peace, and ~panish me- ' ' 
diation; 

, N°, CXXXIII. 

Dr. WILLiAM ROBERTSON to ,Mr, GIBBON. 

DuB. SIR" :College or Edinburgh; March lOth, 17.79. 

I SHOULD have IQng since ,returned you thanks 
for, the pamphlet you took the trouble of sending 
,to me. I hope you are not one or those who esti
mate' kindness by pl,lnctuality in correspondence. . 
'I read your little' performance with much eager-
ness, 'and some solicitude. The latter soon ceased. 
The tone you take with 'you'r adversary in ,this 
impm' congressusappears I to me perfectly'prope(; 
.and~: though I watched yOU· with some attention, 1 
have not observed any expression which I should, ' 
on your own account, wish to be altered. Davis's 
hook' never reached us here. Our dista.nceo from 
the: Capital operates somewhat: like time. '. No
thing but what has intrinsic value. comes down to 
us. 'We hear sometimes of the ·worth.lessand vile 
thing~ that floa~ for ~ a day ,.on, the stream, but, we 
seldom see th~m. 1 am satisfied, however, that it 
was.necessary foryo'uto'jl.Dimadvert on a 'man 
who had brought accusa~ions'aga:jnst yo~, which 
/. Q 3 ~o 
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no gentleman can. allow to be made without no
tice:: ,: I .am persuaded, that th~ persons who insti

. gated th~ man to such an illiberal at~ck, wili ~ow 
be ashamed of him .. A(thesame time I applaud 

. your. !"esolution,. of not degrading yourself,' by a 
second conflict, wit~ such antagonistS. - . " 
_ I am ashamed to tell· you, how little I have. 
done since 1 had the pleasure fJ..f seeing you. ~ 
have been prevented, ·paltly by ill health, partly 
by causes which.J shall explain when we meet: 
I hope that may be next spring: Believe me to 
be with great truth, 

Your affectionate and faithful humble s.ervant~ 
"'VILLIAM ROBERTSON. 

• N°CXXXIV. 

EDWARD. GIBBON, Esq. to J. B. HOLROYD, ESf}. 
. '- . . . 

May 7th, 1779. 

"By some of the strangest. accidents, . (Lord 
••• ,.,,.,. "''''''·····'s indiscretio. D Rio-by's boldness , b ., 

&c.) whith it would reqUire te~ pages to expl~in, 
. our· Wise resolntion of last Thursday.is changed, ," 

and LOrd Cornwallis will be examined; Sir William 
HowoC's·inquiry win proceed, ~d we shall be. op
pressed by the load of information. You have 
heard 'of the Jersey invasion; every body praise,s 

"Arbuthnot's decided spirit. " Conway went last \ 
night to throw l,limse~f into the ~sland.· 

* Jersey, of which he was Governor. 
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,N.· C~XXV. 

The Same to the Same. 
, May, 1779-

ALAs! alas! fo~rteen ships of the line: you, u~ 
derstand by .thisL that you h~v(: not got a !lingle 
lOng-boat., .l\Iinistry are m()~e ,crest-falle~ tha~ I 
~ver knew ,them, with the las~ intellig~nce; and I 
am sOl'ly.to say, that I see a. IImile of tJ;itimph qn 
some opposition faces. :though the business of 
the West Indies may still produce something, I ant 
much .afraid that.we sh~il,h~v~,a~campaign of i~
mense'expense"and little o~ no aciion. The most 
busy' scene is ·at presen~, in tht: H;o~se of Com
mons; and we shall be involved, during a. great 
part of ~ext month, in tedious, fruitless, but, jn my -
opinion, proper inquifies. You see hQ'w' difficul~ 
it would be for me to visit Brighton; 'and 1 (ancy 
I must content IJlyself wit~ receiving YOll on your 
passage to Ireland: l~deed, I much' want to have 
a' 'eery serious conversation wfth you. "Anot~ey 
feason, which must in a. great'measure pirtmeto 
Bentinck-street, is the Decline' and Fall. 'I'have 
resolved to bring out tIte" suiteil! the ~o'urseof, 
next year;. and though J have been toferablydm
gen1; so' much remains to be done, that I ~~~ 
hardly ,spare' a single day from the shop. I can 
guess but one reasortwhich should prevent you (rom 
$upposing that the pjcture in ,Leicester :F~eld~ was 
intended for the Sheffield,library; yiz. my h:;Lving 
tow. YOJl. (i~lUe: t~n;J,e ag'Q J:hat ,1 was ¥lld~ 8., fOllIlaJ 

. Q 4. . enga~e-
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engag~mentto Mr. 'Valpole.· ,Probably I should 
not hav~ been' in 'any great hurry to execute my 
promise, if Mr. Ca,dell ~d not strenuously urged 
the curiosity of the publi¢, who may be willing to 
repay' the exorbitant price of fift!! guineas. .It is 
now fiJ).ished~ arid my"friends say, ,that, ,in: ever.y 
se.nse, of theword~ ~it isa good head. NeXt week 
it will be 'giveuto 'Hall the engra"er, ahd .l'pr~ 
mise: you' a; first: impression', 'Adieu. • I' embrace 

'Lad . 'd' I fan' ". " ' . my . ,y, ~ 'In ts;:.' ; .. i 

, , , . ~:. ' . 
" N~ ,CXXXVl .• , 

EDW~RD'GIB:BON, Esq; to J.'R HOLROYD, Esq. 

1779. 

W HEN do )'ou -Come to to~? You gave me 
.' hope~ of a visit, andl want to talk over'things in 

general with you, 'before you march to the extremi. 
ties of the Wes{,where th~'~u~n goes to sleep in the 
sea. Mrs. Tre\i'or told 'me, );our destination was 
Exeter ;t and r supposenothiY{g but truth can pro:
'ceed from a pretty'mouth~, .~' have been, and am still 
very dilig~nt; and, though jt'i$ a huge beast, (the 
:Roman Empire,) yet, if l;~ ~o.t mistaken, I see it 
move a little. You seem surpnse<i tluI,t I was able to 
getoff Bath: very easily, theex~r~me' shortness of our 
holidays was a fair excus~ ller,recove'ry of health, 
spirits,&c. made it les~ necessary, and she accepted 
myapoiogy, which waS however accom.p,an~ed wit? 

. . .1" , 

• Tbe portrait, one of the best of Sir Joshua's, 'is at Sbeffiel4-
place. " " ' 'j"! '" 

t \Vitb the Sussex Militia, of whjch Mr~ Holroyd W'Ils :r.rajor. . , 

an 
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an offer, if she chose it, in the prettiest manner pos;. 
sible. A load of business in this House' (I.Write 
from· ii) . will be theatI}usernent: of the', spring; 
Jl.lotions; inqviries, taxes, &c. &c. . We are now en;.. 
gaged in, Lord Pigott's affair, brought on by ~ 

. motion from the ~dmiral, that the Attorney Gene
ral should prosecute Mr. Stratton and' Council; all 
the Masters, Charles, '.J3urke, Wedderburne" are 

, of the same side, for it. The day is hot and dun; 
will be long: some curious evidence ; one m~ who 
refused three lacks of rupees, {thirty-seven thou
aand five }lUndredpounds,} merely riot to go to 
council; our 'mouths watered at· such royal cor';' 
ruption; how' pitiful' is out insular bribery! A 
Ietterfroin aunt Hester. Adieu. 

N° ·cxxxvI1. 
The Same to the Same., 

.July.2d,. J:l1g,: 

'TH'E inclosed will inform :you ~r.an e~ent, .. not 
the most disagreeable of those 'which I have lately 
experienced~ I.haveoniy to add;· that it was ef
'feeted by the firm and sincere friendship·o£·the 
Attoiney General. So many incidents have hap;. 
pened; that I hardly Ioiow how to talk 'of n.ew& 
You will learn that th~ Lords have strangely cas- , 
trated the new Militia Bill .. The-Fertol squadron, 
eight' or nine ships; have joined the French. I 'The 
numbers stand ,on' our ,side' thi~ty~twoJ 'onJth~irs 

• His appoin~eni as 'Lord ~f Trade. 
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thi~ty-seven; but our force ,is at 'least equal, and 
the general cons~~mation much dispelled. It you 
do not Hibemize, you ~ight at least Bentintkize. 
I embrace, &c. Parliament will be prorogued to'
_morrow. 

N° CXXXVlII. 
~ ',- ' .. 

EDWiItD GiBBON,E~q. toM-rae GIBBON, Bath. 
, - -

;DEAR 1,iA,PA,M~ ,'Bentin'ck-street, Sep(I 7tb; 1719-

I 'AlL glad, tQ hear of ~hevery ·beneficial effects 
you have derived fr?,m your recent frie~d~hip with 
the goats;* and asI cannot ·discover ~n what re
~pect thjs' poor country is more pro~perous -or se
cure, than it was last year, I I. must consider yo.ur pre;}
sent confidence as a proof that you view the prospect 
through a purer medium, and a glass of a more 
cheerful colour; .I nnd myself so much more sus
ceptible of private friendship than of public spirit, 
that I am.very well satisfied with that conc1usiQn. 
1\Iy summer has ~eeu, pass~d in the town and neigh
bourhood, which I. still maintain to be the best 
society and the' best retirement;. the latter, how
ever; has been sOpletimes interrupted by the Colo
nel 'Of' D{agoons twith, a train ~f. serj~ts, trunl
pets, recruits, &c. &c. My Own time is mu<:h and 

• At Abergavenny. . . 
t: On the appearance ofthe combined tleetsoU'rance and Spai~ 

on the coast of England, Colonel Holroyd offered to raise a legion 
,i Hussars and Light Infantry. His offer was accepted as to the 
cavalry, and it was CIlHed the Sussex. or 22d regiment of Ligbt 
Dra~oons. . 

agreeably 
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agreeably employed in the prpsecutio.-er my busi .. 
ness. After doing much more than J ,expected to 
have done w~thin the time, I fip.dmYielf much less 
adva,nced than I expected,': yet I begin to reckon, 
and as well as I can 'calc,ulate, I believe; that in 
twelve or fourteen months r shall be br<?ught to~ \ 
bed, perhaps of twins; may they live,and prove 
as healthy Il8 their eldest brother! With regard to 
the little foundling .which so 1Uany friends or ene:-

. miea chose to lay at my door, I am perfectly inno-
-cent, even of the knowledge of that, production; 
8l)d all the f~ults or 'merits of the Ifis!ory 'of Op" 
position'must, as. I ·am iI!farmed, . be imputed tQ 
Macpherson,. the author or translator 'of, Fingal 
Dear Madanl, most ~uly yours. 

N°CXXXIX. 

JIod. la .Comtessd DE GENLIS a M. GIBBON,.' 
, -"5 , 

pe Paris, ce 150ctobre, 1779. 
J E trouve uJle occasion si'lfe~ pour l' Angleterre.:. 

et je ne puis me refuser, Monsieut, au plaisii; de me . 
rappeller a votre souvenir~ et de vous env<?yer ·un.. 
ouvrage qui a r~ussi ici au dela; de tOutes m.,ea. 
esperances, et sans doute de son m~rite. . J e rai 
fait imprimer pour Ie rendre ~uprofit.de trois mal
heureux.militaires, tous trois fr~res, et qU,'lUl proces 
a rMui~ dans l' etat Ie pluS" deplorable; et Ie bonheur 
d~ leur etre utile me fait bien mieux jOuir du· 
IUcces de cet ouvrll-ge que la. vanite a~sez, ordinairc, 
a un auteur.' ,Ce 10

' vol. sera. suivi de trois aut~ , 
'lui paroitront dans trois s~aiAel'; .l;e ~4 encore 

p0V:f 
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pout lesjdrftes personnes; le3eme pour l'education 
.des hommes, et le4em

:
c pourles enfans· des negocians, 

a:rtisapset marchands~:classe jusqu'ici injustement 
oubliee par tous celix qui ont ecrit slir l'education. 
Je suis l5ien fach~e de ne pouvoir vous envoyer'1e~ 
autres vQlumes, d'autarit tilieuiquevous y auriez vu 
un eloge de la. bienfais'ance et dela gen~rositc des 
Anglois, qui'tiaissoit ilaturellement du re,cit d'une 
his to ire que j'aivl,J. arri ver ~ f Spa;, : et q u,i ctoi t veri
tablemeilt bien intetessan'te:, . J'ai deja eu l'honneur 
. de vous ecrire, Monsieur, il y·a un an, et une tres 
:lQngue"lettre; ,dans laqueIle'je vous remerciofs de 
la bonte que :vous I:lviei eue de,\Tolls charger de 
m'arr~ter un log~inent a Landres, et je vous annon. 
~ois que lemalheur . des terns me privoii du plaisir 
~e ~yoir un pais que j'ai toujours si,ardemmerit 
desirc connoitre. Je tp'en suis-dMomrriage ell quCI
que sorte' en, fai~ant connoissance avec une partIe 
'des grands hommes qui ont illustre·1' Angleterre. 
Je sais enfinparfaiteinent l'anglois, et pour vous en 

. dOl1!1er l'idee je lis Shakespear avec la phIS grande 
facilite; mais mon poete fav:eri c'est l\1ilton,. et je 
l'aime ,au point' que, je sais une treg' considerable 
.pa.rtie de son ad.tnirable Pru:adis Perdu; 'par c~ur; 
J e s~is aussi beaucoup de vers de Pope; je crois q~e 
je.vous ferois rire!li vons ~ les entendiez declameI\ 
cepen.dant les Anglois' m'entendent,etc'est tout ce 
que je veux.· J'etois. m~me bien tentee de VOUS 
ecrire en anglois, mais j'ai pense que volis me trou
veriez tro~ d~ presomption, ct c'~st bien assez d'avoir 
~lle 'd'envoyer a l'auteur d'un des . plus beaux 
ouvrages d~histoire que, nous ayons, un oUVrage fai~ 

pour 
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. pour des enfans •. ,J'en fais 'un presentement qui 
'aDS doute est bien au-dessus de'mea forces, niais if 
est tcfujours ~oble '.de 'vivie a ,un but -cleve, avec 
une foible esperance d'y'atteindre.C'est :un ou
vrage sur l'histoire, dont les quatrepremiers volumd' 
paroitront ver.s Ie mois de J }lin prochain, Leplan en 
est si vaste que jen'ose you~ Ie cletailler;' quelques 

,personnes que j'aicorisultees ,m'onteri.cotiragee ' 
dans cette rntreprise,' d je puis me Batter du moins 
qu'on eprouvera 'luelque surprise en songeant qu'un: 
seinblable travail est sorti' des mains. d'une femme' 
de trente ans. Adieu, MonSieur, rardonnezmoi Ia· 
longueur de cette .1ett.,re; dom;l.ez moi de vos nou
velles, je yous en conjure .. J e desi~e vi~ement savoir 
ai ees petites pieces ne vous ont point erinuyees; 
votre suffrage seroit d'un hien, grand prix'pour moi, 
J'ai Ieplaisir de voirjouir iei de tous les cOtese~ 
~ociete et m~me sur des .theAtres publics ces 
drames dont la seule morale fait tout Ie merite; on 
les ttaduit m~m~ en itaIi~n a Genes; et eri allemand 
A. Ha~bourg : ,mais. j'avoueque je sel'tlis hien 11us 
flattee qu'elles Ie fUSse:bt en anglois, carsi je n'etois, 
'paS ~ran~oise, et si apres lao France on: me donnoit Ie 
~hoix d'un~ patrie, bien certainement Je-voUdl'ois 
~tre angloise. J e ne coni;l6is que deux ·nations'suda. 
terre, la mienne et la,vOtre,pourquoi:faut-il.. ~:~., . 
je neveuxpas ro.'arr~~er:a,de sitristes 'reflexiohs'~ 
Jaime mieux. esperer qu,'i,meheureuse'paix. com;:. 
;blf!rabient6t tousles des irs des. bons eitoyensdes 
deux nations., .Si vous avez la bonte. de 'doilii~r 
.votre reponsea l'homme qui vous portera ce' paquet; 
il Jlle1er~ndra suremen~: et$ivous VOlliez bien par 
. -, la 
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ia suite m\~crire par une autr~ voie il ~aut addresser 
vos' lettres a Madame la Comlesst de Genlis; 
Gouveroante de-leurs Altesses Serenissimes Made· 
moisellea d'Orteans, au' Cowoent de' )3ellechasse. ,) 
Paris. J e viens d'ttre nommee gouveivante de ces 

'princesses, et je m'enfepne avece1les le.28 'de c~ 
mois pour douze ou· quinze an!!. C'est un grand 
~crifice a. monage, mais l'attachement rend tout 
facile, et j'ose croire que je justifieraiune preuve 
de cQl!fiance qui'm'honore et me tpuche egalement. 

J'ai l'honneur d'ttre, 1\Ionsieur,{'otre tres humble 
et tres obeissant~ Servante, ' .. 

, ' '!DUEREST, C6mtesse de GENLrs. 
Du Paws Royal. - " , 

N4? CXL. 
- 4 '''-

tDW~RD GIBBON, Esquire, to Colonfl.HoLRoYD~ 
at Coventry. 

- .' 
London, Mond~y, February 7tb, 1780. 

WUENtlfeAttomey General informed me of 
the express he had just sent down to' Coventry, I 
had not the least doubt of your 'embracing the 
bolder resolution. You ;:tre indeed obliged to him 

tior his real' friendship, which he feels and expresses 
lvarmly; on this ,occasion I hope it will be success
ful, and, that in -a few days you will' find yourself 
among us at St. Stephen's iIi the hea.t of the battle. 
But you ,know that I am a dastardly, pusillanimous 
ipirit; more'inclined to fear than to hope, and not 
veri eager in th~ pursuit of expensive vanity. ,On 
this vacancy the' celerity of your motwns'may 

- probably 
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probably pre~ent opposition; . but at' the general 
election, your enemy the' Corporation will, not be 
asleep, and I wish; if.it be not .too late,. to warn 
you against any promises or engagements. wh,ich 
may terminate in a defeat, or at least a contest of . 
ten thousand pounds. Adieu. ICOlild . believe 
(without seeing it under her Pilw) ·thaf: lPY Lady 
wishes to leave Cov~ntry. No news I foreign or 
domestic. .I did not· forget to mention the com
panies, but find people, as I expected, torpid .. 
Burke makes, his· motion -Friday; . but I think the 
rumours of a. civil war subside every day;. petitions 
are thOught less fonnidable;. and I hear your 
Sussex protest- gatherS'Signaturesjn the country. 

. -N° CXLI • 
...,...; 

EDWA~D GIBBON, Esquire, 'to· Mrs. GIl3BON,; 
. . };lath. 

DEAR MADAM, :Bentinck-street, March,iOth, 1780. ~ 

WaEN you awakened me with yourpen1 it waA 
my intention to have shewn. some signs of life by 
the next post. But so' uncertain are: aU . nUID311. 
affairs, that II round. myselfarrestedbya mighty 
unrelenting tyrant, calle~ the· gout; and though 

'my feet were the part on which he chose toexer~ 
cise his cruelty, he leftmeneithet:.sn:ength nor 
~piritsto use my hand in .relating the me1ancholy 
tale. . At present, I have the pleasure o( informing 
you, that the fever and. inflammation have sub-

~ 

.• Sugges~d and promoted by Colonel Holroyd~ .• 
. . .' . sided: 
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sided : but the absolute weakness and monstrous 
swellir';g of my two feet confineme'to .. mY'chair 
and flannels; and, this .confinement.most unluckily 
happens at a. very nice and important IIIoment of 
parliamentary . affairs. . . .colonel. Rolroyd. pursues 
those affairs wiiheager' and. persev~ring z~al; and 
has the pleasure ot: undertaking mor.e business than. 
any three men could possibly execute: 

. N° CXLII.- : 

EpWAItQ GIBBON, Esq. to lIfrs. 9IBB~N1 Bath. 
• . ' 'i. ' I 

DEAR MADAM; . London, June 8th, 1780. . 

, As a Member of:Parlian'lent, I cann<?t be exposed 
to any danger,· since the House of Commons has 
adjourned to Monday se'nnight; as an individual, 
I do not conc~ive my~elf to be obnoxious. I am 
not apt, without duty or nece~sity, to thrust myself 
into a mob: and our part of the town is as quiet as 
a country·village .. So much for persoil3.l safety; 
but I cannot give the 'same assuranees of public 
tranquillity:: 'forty -thousand Puritans;5uchas they 
might' be inthe time of Cromwel~ have started out 
~f their. graves ; the tumult has beeucheadful ; . and 
even the remedy of military force.~ martial law' 
is unpleasant.' But government, with fifteen thou
s·~dregul3.!sjn town, and every gentleman ,(but 
one) on their side,must extinguish the flame., The 
execution of 'last _. night was severe; perhaps' it . " 
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must b,e repeated to-night: yet~ upon ~e whole; 
the ,tumult subsides.. Colonel Holroyd was a111ast 
nig~tin Holbom among.the flames, w:ith the Nor
~humberlandmilitia, and performed very bold ,and 
able service~ I. ,will.write again in a post or two. 

I .am, dear Madam" ever yours. 

N° CXLIIl. . -' 
·.Tke Same,to tke Same • . 

lJEAI.l\IA.D.UI, , Dentinck-street, June 27tb,.1780. 

I BELIEVE we may now rejoice in our common 
security. All tumult has perfectly subsjded, and 
'Y,e only thi~ of the justice -which ~ust be properly 
,and sever~ly inflicted oil such tlilgitlous , criminals. 
The measures of Government have been. seasonable 
~~ .vigorous;' ;:md; even .. opposition 'have been 
forc~d to confess, thatth,e'tnilitary power waS ap
plied - and reguhlted ,with the utmps~ .propriety . 
. Our danger is at an, end, but our disgrace will ,be 
. lasting. and the month of J une, 1780; will ever be 
marked by ~ dark and diabolical fanaticism, which 
I had supposed to be extinct, 'but whi.ch actually 
.subsists In ,Great Britain, Plirhaps.beyond anyother 

, country iq Europe. Our parliamentary work dra,ys 
,to a conclusion ~,'and lam much more ~pleasingly, 
.though k.,boriously, engaged in,'revisipg .and ~o~:
recting' for the press, the contiiiuation of my }lis:" 
tory, two volumes_ of which wilicei·tainly. appear 
next winter. This business fix,es me to Bentinck
street more closely than any other part of my lite
rary lll.bou~; as it is absolutely necessary that I 

" ' '-VOL. 1I. R . should 
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should 'be 'in the;'midstof all the bookswhlch t 
have at any' time used du.ring the composition. 
Bu:~ I feel a 'strong desire {irritated, . like all other 
passions, by repeated ob~tades) to esc~pe to Bath. 

, . .' Dear Madam; , ' 
. "Most truly yours. 

'N&CXLIV. 

EDWARD GIllBON~ ESfJ. '10 Colonel HOLROYD., 

July 25th, 1780 • 

. As your motIons are spontaneous, and the.sta
tions 'of the LO~d Chief" 'unalterably fixed, I ·can ... 
hot perceive the necessity of your sending or''TC
ceiving intelligeitce. ·However, 'your' commci.nd~ 
are obeyed. 'You wish I would. write, a..sa sign of 
life. I am ,alive; but as I am 'immersed: in' the 
Decline and Fall, I shall only make thesign~It 
is made. You :may suppose that weare not pleased 
'v,ith the junction. of· the fleets; not can aIi.{)l1nCe 
of-West India loss be compensat~d by a' po~d of 
''East India success: but the circuit will roll down 
.all the news :and politics of London." l' r~joice ' 
to hear that theSusseJt regiment of ,Dragoons are 
such well-disciplined cannibals;' but; I' want' to 
know when the Chief cannibal' wilfretum to his 
den. It would suit me better that it sh<>uld'hap-
'pen SOOl1. Adieu. ' 

". Lord .l)Iansficld, 



.EPW48D, GUBON, ESQ. £4S 

N° CXLV." 

Mr. GIBBON to Mrs. HOLROYD; at Sheffield-Place • 
. ,' -

Bentinck-stret-t, ~ug. 31st, '17110. 
. .'. ~ 

THE Colonel left· town' about s~ven o'clock. 
Could he have held a. 'pen with each finger, .alld 
each toe, at the same ,time, he would have fOlJnq 
emploY,1llent' for them, aU. He. therefore. Aamed 
me his Secretary to signify to Sheffiel~-Place his 
health, duty, impatience, &c. ~ 

The Intrigue du Cabhiet shall not be neglected. 
But the Intrigue du Parleroent is .now the univer. 
,al pursuit. It will .be dissolved to--mQrJ'ow, the 
writs will be OlJt Saturday night. p.n.d a. few days 
will terminate the business. You probably received 
my last frank. .I have found reason to believe 
that! shall never riseagaln, and I ,submit to my 
fate with philosophic. composure. . If ,any. parcels 
or letters directed to me 5houl~.arrive at Sheffield, 
you will be so ,good:as to, return: them by the 
coach. Adieu. . 

'E. G: 
~OCXLVI. 

lIf,.. 'GIBBON.,tO Mrs. H~LROYri, Sheffield-Place, 
announcing' that Mr. Holroyd was created LQrd, 
Sheffield. ' 

. Bentinck.street. N~v. 27th, 1780. , . . - .. 
.Mr. GIBBoN'pl'eSents his.respec~ful compli~ 

ments to. Lady SheffieldJ and hopes her Lady. 
ship is' in 'perfect :health, as well as the Hon • 

. Mi,s8 :tIob-oyd, and-the ,Hqn~ Miss ~ouisa<Hol~ 
. Rfl royd~ 
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royd. Mr. Gibbon has not had the honour of 
pearing from Lord~heffield since,his Lordship 
reached Coventry"but supposes that the Elec-
tion' begins this day. " '. 

Be honest. How'does·thisrbad?Do,you not 
feel some titillations of vanity? , Yet I will do you 
the justice to believe that theY-are as faint as can 
,find place in a female ,(yqu will retort, or a. nlale) 
.heart, on such an auspicious 'eyent. When it is 
revealed to the Hon. Miss; I should recommend 
,the loss of some ounces of noble blood. Y o~ may 
-expect every post'a lormal notification; which I 
:shall'instantly dispatch. The birds, as well as I 
:now recollect their tas~, were excellent. : I hope 
,the Voyages still, amuse. l had almost' forgot' to 
say that my seat in Parliament is deferred .. Sti'onger 
and more impatient rivals have stepped before me; 
:ana'lcan wait, with 'cheerful resignation, till an
'()ther o~pportunity. I wish the' Baron's situation 
·was as placid as mine.··N 0 -news. 'We are very 
duli. Adieu. I shall go_to Bathaboutthe,15tl~ 
of next month. But-! silence. 

Ne ,CXLVIt. 

lIIr. GIBBow to]J/rs. 'GiB'BoN; Belvet1~re1 Bath. 

DEAR MADAM, 'Bentinck-street, F~b.,24.th, 1181. 

As you have probably received my list letter of 
thirteen hundred pages,t Ish~l be very concise; 

'., Lord Sheffield was at that. time, engaged. in a violently con. 
"tf'stcd election for Coventry. , ' 

t Second and third volumes of 'he Decline and. FaIL 
read, 
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tcad, judge; pronounce ; and believe that ,I Sill-, 

cercI! agree with my f~~end Jlllian,.in estee~ing, 
the praise ,of those o~ly who Will freely censure, 
my defects.· Next Thursday I shall be delivered; 
to the world, for whose inconstant and rn.alic~ous 
levity I amcoollY',butfirmly prepa~e,d. Exc~se· 
me to Sarah." J. see more clearly than ever, the, 
absolute necessity -of cpnfining my presents to my 
own family ; that, aJld· that on:ly, is a. determined 
line, and Lord.Sheffield.is the fi:rstJ;oappl'ove his·, 
exclusion. He has a strong, (lssurance of success, 
and sQme hopes of a speedy decision.,. How; sud-~ 
denly your friend. General Pierson !(li~appeared! 
You tqoughthim happy. What is happiness! My 
dear Madam, ever yours. . 

. 
Afadame NECKER-a M. G,lBBON~ • 

Paris, ce 21 Avrilt'1781. 

C'EST' assez boucler, Monsieur; je me livre e~fin' 
enti~rement au plaisir de vous ecrire et de vous lire; 

. sans examiner si l'a:uteuf Je ce bel ouvrage, si'f,e, 
genie sublime; qui a parcoui'll les annales de l'uni
vers, et qui sembfe n'avoir extrait de toutes les 
contrees du mopde que les parfums les plus purs; 
afin de les port~t jusqu'a nos sens; si" dis~je,cet 
homme etonnant, meconnoit, comme tous les au": 
tres ainant~ de la gloire, les charmes et les devoirs 
de l'amitie, si 'son imagination viv~ et ai'dente est 
unie ~ un caracte~e froid et pare~seiJ.x,si ses gouts l 

: . .. , 

.~ .Mrs.I:I~ir~yd . o~ 'Bath.' 
, R S varient -
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,'iiient' avec les objets" et s'il ne' prend la couleur 
que' des rayons qu'il decompose; -enfi:n si seS affec
tions sont pout lui conimeses livres qui l'interres-o 
sent et l'amusent pendant 'qu;illes lit et qui feront 
place ad'autres, bient6t temphices 'a leur taur; je 
ne vemt den s~avoir de toutcela, et cepen,dant je 
ni'ecrie encore quelquefois, Qu.oi! meme enamitie 1 
Mais ne croyet pas que vous en soyez quitte a pre- : 
sent pour etre abandonne a votre indifference. Quoi-' 
que je soisconcentree dans les ~bjets de mon plus 
t~ndre attacheptent, 'la sensibilite que j'ai re~ue.de 
lanatnre suffit ad'autres liens. Monamen'existeque 
,quand elle ~e et cherche encore' au dehors de sC>Ii 
centre de nouveaux moyens d'exlster ; je veu,x done 

, que vous ,me rendiez les sentimens que vous 
'm'avez promis; je les aicomptes dans Ie calcw de 
mon 'bonheur, e.t, je VQUS 'connois, vous 'aurez' de 
Taffection pour moi quand vous. me 'reverrez,et 
vous ne serez penetre de vos torts quequand 'VOllS 

n'en aurez plus. Je vous rends ~ace d'avoir rempli 
un intervalle immense dans l'histoire etd'avoir 
.jette sur Ie' cahos ce pont qui li~ Ie mo~4e ancien au 
monde modeme. V ous avez mis dans ma tetecinq 
cens ans de belles et d'agreables idees, et pour moi, 
dont Ia vie douce et refJ.echie ressel)1ble pIut6t a une 
suit~ de pensees qu'a une suite de jouissanc~s, Ie 
passe est, une sorte d'existence, et c'est presque 
cinq cens ans que vous avez ajoutes a mon Hre. Je 
crOis, je vous l'avoue, que vos demiers quatre vo
lumes sont encore superieurs au premier. Vous avez 
traite avec beaucoup d~ sagesse les vaines disputes 
du quatrieme siecle. J evous ai Iu sans scandale. Car . ~ ,., 

, 'qulm .. 
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qu'~mport~la pense~ de l'a~tellr si~es ecrits n'en font 
paJtre aucuneq~'on pu\sse plamer ou craindrt{? VOU$ 
4L vez bien compte UllllS ces deux chapitres sur la ra v~S:" 
sante lllagiede votr~ stile, etvoWiavez, eu raison, 
Mai, ayeG quelJe perfection. vous possedez 'a1,lssl 

, notre langue! votfe 1ettre si, charm!lJ?te par le~ 
pensees et les expressiolls est ,un. mode~e pour, 
nous; et comment remettez vou~ ~n d'ij,utres maiil.$ 
Ie 60ill de vous, traduire ? Cqmmen.t ne 'courre~ 
vous pas .une ~arr~ .. e, .que vous aurez. ouver,te l~ 
prePlier, et OU perso~ne, 'apl'es vO\lS ne pourra en.,. 
treT ?Quel.eclat :vqus ~v~~ jet~e sur tous ces ~eins 
obscures $!t barbares J J e croi~. que rage <ror eut et~ 
moins favorable a.,Vot.re eloquence. De quelque~ 
brillantes c~ulcturs que you~ ,nOijS ayez peint Ie sit~ 

• .de Co:pstantinople, on voit qqe vous vous plaisei 
d'av~ntage a reproduire les'IJ?erveilles de l'art'qu~ 
celle$ de la. nature i et .les miracles ne ~ont. pas 
aussi pien avec vo:u~que le~ efforts miracl}leu~ du 
genie des hommes jta:p.t it est. vrai qu'un auteur n~ 
peut ~'emp~chel' 4'ttre personnel' . " 

J'aj, lu- av~c ta.I;tt d'lI.lteret les details qui 'YOllS 
tQuc~ent, que je croi$ pouvoir·· hasarderd~ v~ms 
.dire un.mot de mol. Ma tille est fort aimable sans 
~tre bell~. M. N e~ker ~e voit . to~jolirs ayeC la. 
m~me complaisanc;e,.et semble tiejouir~e sa repu
tation qu'autant que j'enslli~ l'interpretej . .e~ ma. ·vie~ 
future n'aura' Jamais aucun rapport av~.ccell~ 
d'l\tMnais. 11 :m'~st dollX cependant que,:roon 
ombl'e se presente quelquefois a YOUS quand vous 
elirivez, dussiez vous evoquerJes demons pour 
la faire paroitre;il faut bien qu'il s'en rencontr~ 

. . .It 4 queIq~es 
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quelques.uns panni taus les' genies.qui ant verse 
leur infllieneesur votre ouvrage. Mais parlons un 
peu de lagrav\lre qui m'a fait un si grand plaisir; 
pourqtlOi done tant'gronder' l'original? ' Oh poUr
quoi ?' Vingrat 'ne va-t-ilpas donner:· a M.Dey ... 
verdun Ie terns qq'iI.m'avoit promis? Vous ne de..; 
vez pas retourner dalls un pays ou vous chercherez 
en vain les' douces il~usionsde voire jeuhesse. Je 
laisse : quelquefois errer rna pensee SUI' ces lieux 
jadissi chers, et depuis qu'ils rie sont plus habites 
pour moi, je ne.les vois ,qne comIne les hochetsde 
inon e.nfaIi.ce;, V pus ~tes clans'les bras de,]a gloire, ' 
vcnez che~ un peuple qui l'adore; ousi Ie' terns 
vaus, paroit 'moins favorable, ne perdonspas. de 
vue cette paisible retraite ou nous devons nous re:' 
unit, p~ur y attendre ,entre l'etude et l'amitie la. 
douce fin d'un assez beau jour; vivez dans'votre 

'patrie, .ou vivez aupi'es de nous. Tout Ie 'mOl-ide 
parle ~ei d~VOi.lS, Monsieur, avec Mpit au ,avec 
eloge; votre silence a fait vos .tor~, des qu~ yeus
parlerez ils seront repares. J'ai flatte touks les' perp 

sonnes a qui j'ai donne des ma)"que~ de votre sou-' 
venire Le chevalier est en,Amerique, et cc"n'est pas 
la premiere fois qne J.e vois mourir ainsi mes amis 
tout vivans,' so it par leur faute soit par, celIe des' 
~irconstance~\llais je me tais; vous voyez qu!jl est 
bien diffiCile de pardonner quand il est impossible 
de sevenger . 

.• M.Necker se joint a moi pour vous presenter 
'~,es hommages 'et l'etel"Ilelleassura~ce de notre a~-

, tachement e~ de netre ,admiration. 
"C. N.,: 
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N° CXLIX; 

Dr. WiL:tIA.1IROBERTSON to Mr. GIBBON. 

DEn SIR, Colle~,ofEdinburgh, May 12th, 1781. 

lAM ashamed of having, deferred' so long-to 
thank you for 'the agreeable presents of ,your' two. , 
newvolumes; ,but just as I had finished the ·first 
reading of them, I was taken ill, andcotltinued,. 
for two or three weeks, ;nervous, deaf, and lang'uid. 
I have now recovered as much spiritasto tell you, 
with what perfect satisfaction' I have not' only 
perused, but studied,· this'part' o.f your work. r 
knew enough -of your talents ·and industry to ex
p~ct a great deal,· but you have gOlle- far 'beyond 
my expectations. 1· can recollect no ·historical. 
work-from which I ever received so much instruc
tion; and, when I consider in what,a barrt~n: field 
you had to glean and pick up materials, 1 am truly, 
astonished at the connected~and interesting ,Story 
you have form~d. I like' the style ofthese voluIile~ 
better than that of the first; there· is the same 
beauty, rjchness, and perspicuity' of language,~with 
less of that quaintness; into which your admiratIon 
of Tacitus somet~me$ seduced you. , Ia~ higlily 
pleased ,nth the' reign ofJ uliano I was a little 
afraid that 'you r.l.ight lean with. 8Omepartiality: to .. 
wards him; but even bigots, I shc)Uld,think,·mus·t 
allow, that you hav~delin:eatl€d 'his most singular 
character with a more ma&t~tly ~and than ever: 
tOuched it before.' Yoq·set' me .a. reading-his 
worki,.:with which I.w~s 'Verysl~nder!y acquaint-

. . ed' ,. 
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ed;, and I am much struc~ with the felicity where" 
,with you have described that odd infusion of Hea
tht!ll fa~aticism and philosophical, coxcombry; 
which mingled with the great qualities of a hero, 
and a 'genius. - Your chapterconceming the pas~ 
toral nations is admirable; and, though I hold qly
self to be a tolerably good general historian, a great 
part_of it was neW' to me. 'As soon as I ,have ,lei
s,ure, I purpose ,to trace YQu, to your sources of in
formation ; and I have no ~oubt of finding you as 
exact there, .as I .have found you in other pasljages . 
where I have made ~ scrutiny, It was alwaY$ my 
idea that an. historian should feel ,himself a, witness 
giving evidence upon oath. I am glad to perceive. 
by your minute scrupulosity; that your notions are 
the same. . The last chapter.in your, work is th~ 
only one with which lam not entirely satisfied. 

, I, hnagine YQu,~ther anticipate; in, describing the. 
j~risprudence and ins~itutions of the Franks; and 
should think that the account of private war, or.." 
deals, chivalry, &c. would have come in ·mor~ ilil 
its place about the age of Charlemagne, . or later; 
·butwith respect to this, and some other petty Cl'i-

ticis~s, I will have an opportunity oftal~ingfuny 
to you soon, ;a~ .I -propose setting out for London 
on :Monday. I have, indeed, many things to. say 
to you; and, as ·mystay in London is to be very . 
,short, I shall hope to find your door (at 'which I 
will be v~ry often) always open to me. I cannot 
conclude withQut approving of .the caution ,with 
which the new volumes are written; ,I hope it will 
exempt y~u· from . the, illi,beral' .abuse t~e, first . 

. . volume 
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volume drew upon you. I ever am, yours, faith4 
fully and affect,ionately, 

WILLIA~I ROB~RTSON. 

EDWARD GIBBON, Esq. to Lady SHdFIELD, at 
• ,. Sheffiel~-place. . 

Bentinck.street, Friday ~vening, l~ o'clock, ] 71fJ. 

OB, ph f'! ,have given you the ~lip; saved thirty 
miles, by proceeding this dayditectlyfrom Eartham 
to town, and am now comforto.hly seated in my 
library, in my own easy chair~ and before my o~ 
fire.; a style which you understand, tho~gh it is 
unintelIigibleto your Lord. The town is empt!; 
but I am surrounded 'with a thousand old acquaint
ance of all ages and characters, who are ready to 
answer a'. thou"sandquestionswhich I am impatient 
to ask. I shall not easily be tired oftheir comp:;t
ny;'yet lstill remember" and will honourablyexc-
cute; my: promise of visiting -you at Brighton 
about,the middle of next ,montb. l' have seen 
nobody, nor leamed any thing; in 'four hours' of'a., 
town-life; but I can inform you, that Lady 01 ...... to 

is now' the . declaredMistre~s of Pl"ince Henry of 
Prussia, whom she encountered at Spa; and that 
the 'Emperor has invited the amiable couple to 'pass 
the winter at Vienna,: fine encouragement for mar • 
.ried women \ who. behave themselves properly, ·1 
spent a very pleasant day In the little paradise of' 
Eartham,and the hermit 'expressed a desire (m) . 
. ,.', '. vulgar 
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vulgar compJiment) to see.' and to know Lord S . 
. Adieu .. ,I cordially embnice;&c. 

N°eLl. 

Sir WILLI A 111 JONES to Mr. GIBBON. 

DEAR 8,111., -Lamb'5~buildiftis, June 30th, 1781 • 

.. lilA VE more thCJ.n once sought, without' having 
. been so fo~tuna:te as to obtain, 'apl'oper opportunity 
of' thanking you very- sincei'ely' for the elegant 
complhnent which you pay me; 'in a work abound~ 
iI}~n elegance of all kinds.: ' . _. 

MySe'Oen Araflian Poets ,vill see the light be-' 
fore riextwinter, and be proud to wait upon you 
in t!ieir . Eriglish dress.· Their wild productions 
Win, r flatter myseIf,be thought interesting; and 
not verterablemerely on accou!lt of their antiquity. 

In the mean while, let me request you to honour 
me with accepting a copy ofa Law Tract, which 
is not yet published: the subject is sogenetally 
important that I make no apology for seIWing YOll 

a professiomi.l work. ..~~: . 
, . You must pardon my. inveterate hatred of C. 

Octa:vianus, basely.surnamed Augustus. .J feel 
inyselfunable to forgive the death of Cicero, 
which, if he' did not promote, he might have pre":, 
vented.· Be~ides,[even Meca:mas knew the cruelty' 
of his disposition, and verituroo to reproach him 
with it. In short, I have not Christian charity 
for him. . 

With ·regard to Asiatic letters, ~ necessary atten.,. 
tion to my profession will compel me Wholly. and 

"t",.,.,,, llu 
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eternally to abandon them, unless Lord North (t9 
whom I am- already ;under. no small obligation) 
-.. hould think me worthy to concur in theimpro'Oed 
'administration of justice' in Bengal, arid should 
.appointme to supply the vacancy on the India 
Dendl. Were that appointment to ~ake, place 
this year, I should .probably travel, for speed, 
. through part of Egypt and .Arabia, and should be 
,able, in my way, to procure many Eastern tracts 
of literature' and jurisprudj;mce. I might become 
a good lIfahomedan -lawyer before rreaGhed Cal .. 
cutta, and, ~n my vacations; shoUld find leisur.e to 
explain, in, my native language,whatever the 
Arabs, Persians, and Turks,have written on science, 
history, all(~ the fine arts. . ' 

l\fy happines,s by n~ m~aris 4epends on obta~I\ing 
this appointment, as I am in easy 'circumstances 
without my professi9n" ~nd have flattering pro., 
spects in it; but if the present summer a,nd the 
ensuing autum~ elapse without my receiving any 
answer, favourable. or unfavourable, . .J ,,:8ha11 pe' 
forced to consider that silenc~ as- i- . polite- refusal, 
and, having given sincere thanks' for past favours, 
Shall. entirely drop all thoughts of,. Asia, . and, 
.'" detp as ever plummet sounded, !lhall: rlOOWll.my 
Persian books,'" If my politi~s have giv.en:ptFence, 
it would be'ma.nly in ministers to teI:lIJne'iSO!.'c,'J 
shall never be personally hostile to tllem;:rlo.r ~nlist 
under party, banner~ of any tolourJ0'but I.lv-ill 
never resign my opiniollilfot' intired, though I 
would cheerfully abandon t~$ 0:0:· con'Oiction. 1\1y 
reasolll ~ucb as, itjiil; caq onlybe.cpll'trolledby bet.:-

ter 
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ter reason, to:which I-am ever open. As to. my 
freedom -of , thought,. spee«;:h, and action, l shall 
t!ver say what Charles XII. wrote under the mapQl· 
Riga, "Dieu me r a donnee; Ie diahle ne me .l'lJterfl, 
pas." .But the fair answer to' this objection is, 
that my system is purely speculative, -and. has.JlO 
.relation to my seat on the . bench in India, where 
I should hardly think 'of instructing the Gentoos _ 
in the 'maxims of the Athenians.·r believe I shoUld 

-not have troubled. you, with ,this letter, if I ,did 
not fear .that your attendance in parliament might 
deprive me of the pleasure~f meeting you at 
the Club next l'1}esday; . and I shall go to Oxford _ 
a few days after. At all.times,.and.in all places,. 
I shall ever be, with undissemhled· regard, dear 
Sir, your.muchobliged,and faithfu~ servant, . 

''V. JONES • 

. • I 

. SIR. ' Wimple, September 20th, 1781. 

As-I hav~ perused your History of the Decline, 
&c. with the greatest pleasure and instruction, I Can
.not help wishing that, as health and leisure permit, 
you would gratify your numerousteaders and ad
mirers, by .continuing it, ~t least till the irruption 
of the Arabs afte:c Mahomet. From that period 
the JIistory' of the East is not very interesting, and 
often disgusting.. I particularly wish to see the 
..reigns of J~stin, Justinian, and I think Justin the 

. Second, 
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. 'Second, written by so masterly a hand., Ther.e, 
ate striking facts and remarkable characters in all 
those reigns,which have not yet met with 'an able 
and sagacious Historian. You seemed (as well as 
I recollect) to think the anecdotes of Procopius 
spurious; there are strange anecdotes in th~m, and 
of a very different cast from IDs History. Can if 
be traced up when they first came to light?' , 
: Excuse this short interruption from much bet .. 
ter employments or amusements; and believe me, 
Sir'~ with the greatest regard, your most obe~ient 
humble servant, . 

, HARDWICKE. 

p. S. It has occu11'ed to me, that am:ap 'of the 
progress and 'native seat oftqe northern hives 
'\Vould ,greatly elucidate and explain that par1; of' 
your' History. . It !pay be done in a second edi
tion,-

N° CLIII. 

. Dr. ROBE)tT~ON to Mr. GIBBON. -

PUB. SIR,College'of Edinburgh, Nov:6tb, 1781 •. 

SOON after my return I had a long conversation 
with 'our friend Mr. Smith, in which. 1 stated to 
him ~very particular you menti~ned tome, .with 
respect to the propriety, of -~ing ,on' with your' 
great work. 1; was happ,y to find, that his opinIon 
coincided perfectly with that which I. }Jad .ven .. 
tured to give you. His decisions, you know, are. 
both Prompt and vigorous: and he.would not allow 
that yo~ opght to hesitate a moment inYOUl choice .. 

-' He 
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~Hepromised to -~'Vrite his sent.iments to. you very 
fully. But as he. may have· neglected to 90this, 
for it is not willingly he puts pen to paper,. I 
thought it might be agreeable to you· to know his 
opinion, though I imagine you could hardly enter
tain any doubt concerni1?g it~ I hope you have 
.brought . 'such a. stock of health and spirits fl'Om 
Btigh~belmstone, that you are set seriously at your 
-desk, and t~at in two.'winters.or so, you will dis
pIety the crescent of'Mahomet on the dome of St. 
·Sophia. I met t'o~er day, in a work addressed to 
yourself, a sensible passage from F. :raul, which 
perfectly removes one ofyo~r chief difficulties, as. 
io the barrenness. of s~me parts of .yollrperiod. 
Hayley's. Essay o~ History, p: 153. By the bye, 
;who is .this Mr. Ifayley? His poetry ~as .more 
·merit than that of most of hiscontemporari~s; but 
his' Whiggism is so bigotted; ~nd his' Christianity 
so fierce, that he almost disgusts one ,vith two very 
good tllings. . 

1: ha.ve got quite well long ago, and am. perfectly 
free from deafness; but I cannot-yet place.myself in' 
,a.ny class 1)ut that of the multa et prfEclara minantes •. 
Be so kind as to remembern)e to· Lord Loughbo
Tough and :Mr. Craufurd, ~nd believe. me to be, 
. with most sincere respect and .attachment, yours 
very faithfully, 

. i 



. El>WARD GIBBON, Esq~ to Mrs. GIBlJON, natll. 

DEAl. l\I.ADAIl,. Brjghthelmston~1 Nov. 2d, 1781. 

:.IRJ:TURNED to this place with Lord and .Lady 
,Sheffield, wjth the design of passing. two. or ~hre~ 
weeks in a situation which had so highly delighted. 
me. But hpw vain are all subhin~ry hOP9! I had 
forgot .that ther~ is some difference between the 
sunshine of August.andthe 'cold -fogs (tho,%h we 
have uncommon good weather) of November. In
stead of my beautifu!at;a-Ijhore,. I am confined to a., 
dark lodging in th~ middle .of the town; for the 
place is still full, and our time is now spent in the. 
dull imitation ofa· London life. To complete my 
misfortunes; Lord Sheffield was 4astily ordered to 

. Canterbury and Deal, to suppress some disturb.
ances, and.! was left almost aloI!e with,my L~dy, . 

,in the servile state.·of a married man.· . But he re-
, '. .'. ,. 

turns to-day, and I hope to be seated in IUY own 
Jibrary by the mi~dle' of next week. lIoweY~r, 
,you will not be sorry to hear that I have refreshed. 
myself by a ,very idle summer, I and indeed a much 
idler and more pleasant winter .than the .1Iou;e :of 
Commons will ever allow me to enjoy again. 
I' had almost forgot :Mr. ,Hayley; ungratefully 

,enough, since) ~rea:1lf)as~~d'a,yei:y simple". but 
entertaining day with' him.' His. place, though' 
small, is elegant as lri~:Il}i~ld,~whl.ch 1 value muclt . 
more highly .. Mrs.~·.* ** *,.wrote, a melancholy 
story' ?f.~~ ,American), mot~ir, a .friend .of.her 

VOL. II. s friend, 
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friend, ~ho in a short time had lost three sons; 
one 'killed by the' savages,one run mad from' 
the ffight at that ac~ident,and the. third taken at 
sea, .n~w in England, a priso~er in Forton hospi
tal. For kim.something might perhaps .be done. 
'Your . humanity will prompt you to' -obtain from 
'Mrs. :If; :If; ... "'.a 'more accurate 'account of names, 
dates, and cir<::umstances; but you will prudently 
suppress~my request, . lest I should. raise hopes 
whicli it may not be in my power togl'atify. Lady 
Sheffi,eld begs to send her kindest compliments to 
YO\I. 1 am, dear Madam, ever yours. 

N° CLV. 

EDWARD GIBBO~, Esq. to lJ{rs.GIBB'oN, Bath. 

DEAR MA.DAM, July:3d,1782. 

I HOPE you have not had a moment's uneasiness 
a.bout the delay of my ,Midsummer letter. What
ever may happen, you may rest fully secure, that . 
the materials of it shall always befound: But on thi!. 
occasion' I hav,e missed four or five-posts; post
poning, . as usual, from morning to the evening bell, 
which now rings, till it'has' occurred to. me, that 
it might-not' be amiss to' inclose the two essential 
lines, if I only added that the influenza has been 
known to me 'only by the rep'ort of others. Lord 
Rockingham is at last dead; a good man, whatever·, 
he might be a minister:. his successor is, not yet 
named, and divisions in the Cabinet are suspected. 
If Lord . Shelburne should be the man, asI think 
lle will~ the friends of his predecessor will quarrel 

. . with 
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with him befor~ 'Christmas. .{\t al\ events, I f9re
see much tumult and strong opposition, from which 
I should. be very glad to extricate myself, by quit~ 
ting the Heus~ of COI}1~onswith honour. Wbat
ever you may hear, I believe there is not the least 
intention of disllolving Parliament" which would 
indeed be a rash a~d dangerous measure.,. I hb~ 
you like Mr. Hayley's poem; he rises with his sUlr 
ject,. and since Pope's death, I am slj.tisfied that 
England has not se~n 80 happy a mixture of strong 

. sense and flpwing numbers.. Are you not delighted 
with his address to his mother? I understand that 
she was in plain prose every thing that he speaks her . 
in verse. This ·summer. I shall stay in town, and 
work at' my trade, till I make some' 'holidays for 
my Bath excursion. Lady Sheffield is at Brighton, 
and he is under tents, like the wild Arabs; so'that 
my countly-house is shu~ up. lam, dear Madam, 
ever yours .• 

N° C~VI. 
EDWARD GIBBON, Esq. to the Right Honourable 

Lord SHEFfIELD; Camp, Coxheath. . 

. Bentinck-street,1782. 

, I SYlIIPATHISE with your fatigues; yet. Alexa~
der, . Hannibal, &c. have suffered h..ardships, almost 

, equal to yours, At such a moment it is'disagree
able (besides laziness) to write, because every hour 

. teems,. with a new .lie. As yet,howeve'r, 'only 
Challes_ has formallr resi~ned; hut Lord !ohl1/* 

* Lord John Cavendish. 
82 . Burke, 
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'Durke, I{epp~l, Lol'd Althorpe:'&c. ce~tainly (ot~ 
1ow ; youI'LordLieutenant*stays. In shOlt, threer· 
Illonths o£.prosperity have dissolved a phalanx,' 
,vhich had stood ten years l;ldversity. Next Tues: 
day, Fox :.will give his reasdns, and possibly be en
countered by Pitt, the new Secretary, or Chan
cellor,.t at three-and-twenty. 'the day will be rare' 
and curious, and, if I were a light dragoon, i 
would ~take a gallop on purpose to' 'Westminster. 
Adieu. I hear the bell. How could I write be
fore,I knew where you dwelt ? 

N° CLVII.', 

EDWARD GiBBON, Esq~ to t!leRight Honourahl~ 
. . Lord SHEFFIELD, Camp, Coxheath, 

, . 
September 29th. 1782, 

t SHouLD like to,hear ~ometiI1les, whether you 
survive the scenes pf action and danger in which a , 
~1ragoon is continually involved. What a diffe
rence between the Ilfe of a dragoon and that of a 
philosopher! and I will freely own th~t ~ (the phi
losopher) am much ,better satisfied with" my own 
independent and tranquil situation, in which I have 
al ways something to do, without ever being obliged 
'to do any thing. The Iiamptou" Court villa 'has 
:answercd my expectation, and proved no small ad
dition to my comforts; so that I am resolved next, 
summer to hire, borrow, or steal, either the same;' 
or something of the same kind. Every morning I 
walk a mile or more before breakfast, read and write 

• The Duke of Richmond. t Chancellor of tlle Exchequer. 
quantum 
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quantum 8ufficit, mount my chaise and visit in the 
Jleighbourhood, accept so~e invitations, and escape 
others, use the Lucans as my daily bread, dine plea
santly at home, or sociably'abroad~ reserve for study 
an hour or two in the evening, lie in town regulady 
:Dnce a week, .&c. &c. &c. I have announced to 
.1\{rs. Gibbon my new arrangements; the certainty 
that October will be fine, and my increasing doubts 
.whethel'I shllli be able to rea~4 B",t4 befon: Christ
JUas. DQ you jnt~nd (but 40w call yqu illtepd any 
thing?) to pass the winter under canvass? Perhaps' 
~nder the veil of Hampton Court I may 11l1k ten 
,days or a fortIlight at Sheffield, if the enraged Lady 
doesnQt shut the doors against me.~ -The Warden'" 
passed through" on his way to· Doyer. He . is not 
~o fat, an4 more cheerful than ever. I had not 
any private conversatioJl wi~h'hiij1; but he clear)y . 
. holds the balance, unless he l~ts it drq'p out ()f his 
hand. The :rand~monium (is I understand) does 
. .not meet till the twenty-si~thof N ovcmbcr. ,):,oWJl. 
is more a desctt than I ever knew it. 1 arrh-ed 
yesterday, dined at Sir Joshua's with a tolerabie 
party; the chaise' is now 4t the door; :( dine at 
Richmond, lie at Hamp"tonJ &c. . AdieU. 

. .. N° CLVII]. 
/ 

The Same to tke Same. 
Beniinck-street, October 14th. 1782. 

ON the approach of winter, my paper house at 
Hampton becomcs less comfortable; my. visits tp 

* Lord North •• 
s3 Bentlnck~ 
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· Bentinck-street grow, longer and more frequent, 
and the end of next week will restore me -to the 
town, with a lively wish, however, to 'repeat the 
same, o,r a similar. eXp'eriment, next summer. I 
admire the assuranc.e' with which you prQPose a: 
month's residence a Sheffield, wHen you are not 
sl!re of being allowed three days. Here it' is cur-

. . \ 

rently reported, that camps will not separate till. 
_Lord Howe's return from Gibraltar, and as yet we, 
have Ito news of his arrival. Perhaps indeed you 
'may have more,intimate correspondence with your 

· old friend Lord She1bume, and already know the 
hour of your deiiverance.I should like to be in
formec(. As Lady Sheffield has entirely forgotten 
me, I shall have the pleasure of fonning a new ac- . 
quaintance. I have often thought of writing, but 
Jt is now too late to repent. . 

I am at a loss what to say Or think about our . 
·parliamentary state. A ~ertain . late Secretary of 
· Ireland reckons the House of' ~ommons thus: 
Ministei' oile hundred and forty, Lord North one. 
hundred and twenty,., Fox. ninet"y, the: rest un-

; known, or uncertain. The second, by self or agents~ . 
talks too much of:ibsence, neutrality~ moderation.· 
I still thihk he will discard the g3.J.lle. 

,'I am not in such"a fury with the letter of Ame
rican independence; bU,t I think it seems ill-timed 
and useless; and lam much entertained with the 
metaphysical disputes between Govemment and 
Secession about the meaning of it. Lord Lough
borough will be in town Sunday ·seven-night. I 
long to see him and Co. I think he will take a very 

. . decided 
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decided part. If he could throw aside his gown, 
he would make a noble leader. The East India. 
news are excellent. The Frenc~ gone to the Mau
ritius, Heyder, desirous of peace, the ,Nizam and 
Mahrattas our, friends, and ,seventy lacks' of rupees 
.in the Bengal treasury, while wewere voting the 
recal pf Hastings. Adieu. Write soon. 

N° CLIX. 

'EDWARD GIBBON, Esq. to Lord SHEFFlELDi. 

1782. 

I HAVE designed writing every post. The air 
9£ London is admirable; my complaints Jlave 
vanished, and the gout stifI respects me. Lotd. 
Loughborougb, with whom I passed an entire. day; 
is very well satisfied with hi~ Irish expedition, . and 
found the barbarous people very kind to him. The 
castle is strong, but the volunteers are formidabie. 
London is dead, and all inteI~igence so totally e~
tinct, that the loss of an anpy would be a fa~ourable 
incident. We have not e~en the advantage of ship
wrecks, ~hich must soon, with the society of you, 
and Gerard Hamilton, become the only pleasures 
of Brighton. My Lady is precious, and deserves 
to shine in London, when she regains her palace. -

. The workmen are slow, but I hear that the Mi- , 
niste~. talks of hiring another house after Christ
,mas.~ Adieu, till Monday seven~njght . 

... Lord NQTth, while hishQuse. was repairing, inbabited L<>rcl 
,Sheffield's in Downing-street, 

s4 



E~w ARD GiBBON, Esq. to Lord SHEFFIELD. 

'. " . January 17th, 1783 •. 
• As Iartived about seven o'clock on Wednesday 
1ast, we were some time iIi town in mutual igno
rance. y nl~cky enough; yet our loss will' be 
speedily repaired. , Your reason for riot wri~ing is 
worthy of an Irish Baron: you ,thought Sarah I!light 
be at Bath, because you directed letters to her at 
. <:;lifton near Bdstol; where indeed I saw her jn a 
d9lightfUl situatio~, sw~pt. by the winter winds, 
,~nd scorched by the summer-sun. A nobler rea
:80n for your silence would be the, care of the publi~ 
papers, totecord yotu' steps, words, • and actions. 
fw3.spieased with your Coventry oration : 3; pane
gyric on .• • •• is' a subject entirely ~ew, and 
which :0,0 orator before yourself wo~ld ,have dared 
to undertake. Y QU have acted with prudence and 
dignity in casting away the military yoke. This 
next summer you will sit down tif you can sit) in 
the long lost character of a country gentleman. 

For my own P3.!t, .my late jQurney has only COll

firmed me in the opinion, tJlat Number Seven in 
'Bentinck-sfreet is the best house in 'the world. . I 
find that peace and war alt~rnately, and daily, take 
their turns "Qf conversation, and this (Friday) is the 
pad.fic day. N ext we~k we shall probab~y hear 
some questions on that. head very strongly ~sked, 
and very foolishly answered, &c. Give ine a line 
by return of post, and probably I may visit Down- • 
ing-street on Monday evening: la~e, however, as 
I anf engaged to dinner and cards. Adieu. 
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',N~ C:r..XI~ 

'[Although Dr. Pl'ies~Wy may hot be jqstified for 
publishing, the following Lettets, yet as ,he 
thought fit to prinnhelll with a volume of se!
mons soon after Mr. Gibbon's death; it will not 
be 'improper to inserf~em in t:ttis collection.] 

. c ,.-:, 
. Mr. GIBBON tQ.Dr. PRIESTL~Y. 

SIR, "',' January.Z3d,.l783. 

As a mark of ' your: esteem, I should have ac
'cepted with pleasure: tour History of-the 'Gor
ruptions of Christianity, Y ouhav,e been careful 

-to inform me, that·it-ii intended, not as a gift, but 
as a challenge, and stich a challenge you must per
mit me to decline.· ,:Atthe same time. you glory-in 

. outstripping the zeal of the Mufti and tl1e Lama, it 
may be proper to declare, that 1 should equally-re
fuse the defiance of those v~nerable divines. Once" 
and once only, the just defence of my own veracity 
provoked me to descend into--th~ amphitheatre; 
but as long as you attack opinions which 1. have 
never .ma\ntained,· or maintain: principles which . .! 

',have never deni~d, you may : sarely' exult· in, my 
silence and your own victory. Tile difference be
tween us, (on the credibility of miracles,r which 
you chuse to supPQse, and wishJo argue, is a trite 
and ancient topic of controversy~ arid, from the 
opinion whichyouentertai~of yourself and of me, 

"it-. does: not appear probable thatour dispute would 
. ~ither edify or enlighten the ~ublic.,· : -

That Public 'will decide to whom the in'Oid.iou9 . 
name 
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name of U~believer m<!re justly belongs; to the 
Historian, 'who, witho\lt interposing his own sen
timents, has delivered a simple narrative~of authen
tic facts, or to the disputant who proudly rejects 
all natural proofs of the immortality of the soul, 
,overthrows (by circurriscl"ibing) the inspiration of 
the evangelists ang apostles, and condemns the 
religion of every Christian nation, as a fable less 
innocent, but not less absurd, than Mahomet's 

journey to the third Heaven. 
And now, Sir, since you assume a right to d,eter-

. m~ne the objects of my past and future studies, , 
give me, leave to convey' to your ear the almost 
unanimous, and not offensive wish, of the philoso
phic world :-that yo.u would confine your talents 
and industry to those ,sciences in which real and 
useful improvements can remade. Remember the 

,ettd. of your predecessor, Servetus, not of his life, 
(the Calvinsof our days 'are restrained fTOm th,e 
',llseofthe same fiery arg.uments,}' but, I mean, t4e 
end of his reputation. His theological writings 

'arelost in oblivion; and ifhis book on the Trinity 
be still preserved, it is only becausejt, c~mtains the 
first rudiments of the discovery of th<; circulation 
of the blood, 

,I am, Sir, your obedient humble servant. 

N° ctxn . . 
Dr. PRIESTLEY to 1I:fr. GIBBON. 

, SIR, Birmingham, 3d Febl'uary, 1783. 

b woulcl have been impertinent in me, especi-. 
ally consideringtl1e object of my Histor!}" to have 

, , sent. 
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sent you a copy oi;it as a tna;k of my esteem or 
friendship. Whatl meant was to act the part of 
a fair and open adversary, and I am truly sorry that 
you decline the discussion I proposed: for though 
you are of a different opinion, I do nof thin~ that 
either of us cQuld-be better employed; and, should, 
the Mufti and the Lama, whose challenge, you 
say, you would alsQ. decline, ,become 'parties' iIi the 
business, I should rejoice the more; I do ~~t well. 
know what you ca:t:l mean by intimating, that I am 
a greater Unbeliever thaIiyourself; that 1 attack 
opinions which you' never maintained, and main
·tain principles which 'you neverdenie9,., ~ If you. 
mean to assert, that you are a believer. in Christi
anity, and meant to recomniend it~ I must 'say, 
t~at your mode of writing has been very ill adapted, 
to. gain your purpose. If there be any certain 
method of discovering a man's real 9bject, yours 
has been to discredit Christianity in fact, while in 
words you represent yourself, as a friend to, it: a 
conduct which I scruple not. to call highly unwor- ' 
thy and mean; an insult 'on thecomtnon sense of 
the Christian world; as a method of s<;:re~ning you 
from the notice of the law, (which is as hostile to 
me'as it is to you,) you must know that it 'could 
avail you nothing; and, though that mode of writ
ing might be deemed. ingenious and witty in .the 
first inventor of it, it has been too often l;epeated, to 
-deserve tb,at appellation now. . .. 

According to. 'your 'own rule of conduct, this.' 
charge 9ught to provoke y6u to descend ,into t11e 
amphitheatre' once more, as much as the accusatiob. . 

" - of 
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~fMr. Davis: .for ~t is a 'call upon yo¥ to defend, 
not your principles only, but also your honour., For 
what can reflect greater dishonour on: a man, ·than 
to 'say op,e thing and mean.a.p.other? You have cer
tainly been'very far frona confining yourself, as 'you 
pretend; t;Q a . simple narrative of authentic facts, 
without interposing your own sentiments. . I hold 
no op,inions, obnoxio~s as they are, that I am not 
:ready .both to O1t?OW in the most explicit manner, and 
also to d~fend with any person of competent judg
~ent and ability. Had I not considered you ~n 
.thi$light, and also as fai:rly'.op~n, by the litrain of 
your ~ritings, to ~uch a cha:llenge,. I should not 
have ~!'1lleci upon you as I have done~. J'he Public 
will form its 0WI\judgn1ent hath of that and of your 
silence. on the occasion; and fiq~l1y d~cide between 
Y0t..I, the. hum hie kis/orian, ~nd :me, .the· proud dis-
putant. . 

As to my "eputation, for which you are ~o very 
,obligingly concerned, give m~ \ leave to obser!e, 
that, as far as it is an object with any p<:rson, and 

. a, thing to be enjoyed by himself, it must depend 
~upon' his particular notions and feelings~"7'""'"Now, 
odd as It will appear to you, .the esteem (If a v~ry 
few rational Christian friends (though' I know 
that itwill ensure me the detestation of the greater . 
part of the present nominally Chri~tian world that . 
,happen to hear me) gives me more realsatisfac., 
tion, than the applause of what you call the philo;-

.. sophie world. I· admire Servetus~ by whos~ ex
ample you wish me to take }Vaming, more for hi$ 
~;ourage in dyhlg for the cause of important. tr~th, 

than 



than I should have done if, besides the certain dis.. 
covery of the circulation of the blood, he had ~adeo 
any other the most celebrated discovery in phil~ 
'80phy. 
" However, I do not see what my philosophical ~ 
friencls(ofwhom I have many, and whom I think 
I value as I ought)have to do with my metaphy:' 
sical or theological writing~. They m~y, if tliey 

. please, consider them ,as my particular whims or 
amusements, and accordingly. neglect them. They' 

. have, in fact, interfered very little with my appli. 
·cation to philosophy, since I have had the meanS of' , 
doing it., I was never more busy, or more suctess;
fully so, in my philosophical pursuits, than dunng 
the time that I have been employed about the 
History of the Corruptions of Christianity. I .am. 
at this very time totus in illis, as my friends knowl; 
and as the Public will know in due. time, whichf ' 
with me is never long; and if you p-ad thougHt 
proper to enter into the discussion, I propo~ed, it 
would not have made m~ neglect my laboratory,. 
or . oniit a single experiment that I should other .. , 

, wise have ma'de. 0' 

I am, Sir, ,'. 
. Your very humble servantf -. 

'J. PRIESiLEY; 
'..; 

.: 
,Mr; GiBBON.'to Dr. PR~:~~TtEY.·, .. , 

',N° CLXII!. '" 

SIR, Bentinck-street, February'6th, trs3., .. 
As I ,do not pretend to judge of, the sengmen~~ 

~ or 'intentions' of another, I shall not inquir~, ho'1 
: ' 'fa] . ' 
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far, you are inclined to suffer, or inflict, maltyr
dom. It only becomes me. to say,. that the style 
and temper ofyqur. last letter have satisfied me of 
the. propriety of decliniIlg all fUl~ther 'corr~spond:: 
cnce, whether public or p~ivate, with such an ad
v~rs3lY, I am, Sir, your humble servant~ 

N° CLXIV. 

Dr. PRIESTLEY to Mr; GIBBON. 

SIlt, Birmingham, F~bruary 10th; 1783. 

l. NEITHER requested nor 'YW:Ied .to have :tn): 
pri'Oate correspondenc.e with you. All t~at my MS. ' 
car~ required, ~a~ a simple acknowledgm,ent of 
the. receipt of the copy of my work. You ~hose, 
howev~r~ to give me a specimen 9f your temper 
·and feelings; and also, what I thought to be an 

• opeJ1,ing, t~.a further call upon you for a Justificl!-
tion of yourself in puhlic. Of this I was willing 
to take adva.n~ge; and, at the l'ame time, to satisfy. 
~ou, that my philosophical pursuits, for, which, 

• whether in earnest or not, you were. pleased'to 
express some concern, would not be. int~rrupted 
in consequence of it. , . 
. • As this correspondence, from the origin and 
nature of it,' cannot be deemed confidential, I may, 
especially if I resume my observations o~ your 
conduct as· an Historian, give the Public an op-' 
PQ~tunity of judging of the propriety of my answer 
to your first' extraordinary letter, and also Jo this 
last truly enigmatical one; ~o i~~erpret w~kh re

.. quiie~much mOre sagacity, than todiscove;r yowr 
.' real 



EDW AltD <rIBBON,' ES.Q. 271 

real intentions with respect to Christianity, though 
you might think you had carefully concealed them 
from all human inspection . 

. Wishing to hear from you; just as little as you 
• please in private, and just as II}.uch as you please 

jn public, I am; Sir, your humble servant. 

Jlfr. GIBBON to Dr. PRIESTLEY. 

• February ~2d, 1783. 

IF Dr. Priestltfy consults his fr~nds,he will 
probably learn, that a· single copy of a paper, ad.
dressed under a seal to- a. single person; and not 
,'elative to any public or official business, 'must 
always be· considered as· private correspondence; 
which a manor honour is not at .liberty to print 
without the consent of the writer" That cOIiSent' 
in the present instance, Mr. Gibbon thinks ·proper' 
to with.,hold; and, as he desires to escape all fur
ther altercation, he shall not trouble Dr. PriestJey . 
or himself with· explaining the motives ·of his J'~ 
fusal. 

, 

N°CLXVL 

D~. PRI~STLEY to Mr. "O'XBBON. .. 
Birminghain, ~5th February, 1783. 

DR. Priestley is as unwilling to be guilty of any 
real impropriety .as Mi' .. Gibbon can wish him to 
be: . but, as the. correspondence between' them re
latesllOt to any private, but only to a public matter, 

. he 
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~e apprehends" that 'it. may, according, to Mr. GilJ. 
bon's own distinction, at the pleasure of either 
of the parties be laid before the public; who, in 
fact, are' interested to know, at least, the result of . 
it., Dr. Pdest1ey'~ cbnduct WIll always be open . 
to animadversion, that of Mr . .Gibbon, or of any 
other person. His appeal is to men of honour, 
and even men of, the world; and he desires no 
favour.'. , ' ." ' 

Dr. Prie~t1ey has sent a single' copy of the cor
respondeuce to a fl:iend in London, with leave to 
shewit to' anr other common fri~nds, but wi~h a 
prohibition to take , any other '~opy: but ~etween 
this and printing there'is no difference, ex~ept in' 
mode~and extent. In the eye of the law and of 

. reason' both are equally publications; ,and has Mr. 
; Gibbon never thc;>ught himself at liberty,~o shew a 
copy of a letter to a third person? 

Mr. Gibbon may easily,escape all further alter
ca.tion by discontinuing, this JRutually disagreea
ble correspondence, by leaving Dr. Pri~stley to act 
as his own discretion or iildisGretion may di9tate; 
and for this, himself only, and' not Mr. Gibbon; is 
--~,onsible. 

N°CLXVII. 
11ft,. GIBBON to Lord THURLOW. 

:~ My LORD, • 

WITHOUT ,pres~ming to i~quire into the state 
of public ~easures, which' must be secret in order , 
to be successful, I cannot but observe and congra~ 
tulate, with therest of mycountrymeo" the fa~r 

'prospect 
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]>rospectofpeace,.pr at least ofnegociation, which
seems to be opening upon us. 

I find it generally understood that the principal 
conduct of this important event will be entrusted 
to a minister whose eminent abiiities have been 
long tried and distinguished. nut a scene of busi
ness so various and extensive must ~ord several 
collateral and. subordinate lines ofnegoc~ation. If 
in any of these I should be thought qualified for 
publi(f trust, I am (eady to devote my time and my 
best industry -to the service of my country,: and 
shall think myself happy. if I can discharge, in any 
degree, my debt of gratitude to His l\fajes~'s 
Government. 
• Your Lordship's' experience of mankind h~ un
doubtedly taught you to distrust and dislike osten
tatious professions; yet I may affirm with the con
fidence of t{uth that if I consulted only my pri;. 
vate interest and inclimition, I should not be lightly 
tempted to -interrupt the tranquillity and leisure, 
which I now enjoy, andin which I am never busy 
and never idle. 

:The grateful recollectiQn of your Lordship's in~ 
dulgence on a former occasion h~ strongly solicited 
me to make this offer of my services. I should 
deem it no vulgar ~onour if they could ever de-- . 
serve the approbation of a wise and intrepid states" 
man, who, in a divided count.ry, has commanded 
the esteem and. appiause of the most hostiie patties. 

I am, with great respect, my Lord, &c; 
. I E. GIBBON. . 

The 'L~rd C~anceliot. 
vot; II. T 
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N° ·CLXVIIl .. 

. J.ord THliRLmy to Jl.-Ir. GIBBON. 

Dull. SlR~ . 

.I SHALL certainly. avail myself of your perlIlis-.. 
-sionnot to tender your services ·to the Minister, 
but whenever an cccasion sufficiently considerable 
shallqffer to, suggest a name which possesses SQ 

m"any titles to the public confidence. And in that 
stra*ge and distant scene (of foreign politics) it:' is 
tmost the only suggestian I, can make with per-
ect confidence. . 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
THURLOW. 

N° CLXIX. 
. . 

lII. GIBBON a .lJf. DE¥VERDUN, a Lausanne. 

A Londres. ce 20 Mai, 1783. . ... \' . 

QUE j'aime la douce et parfaite confiance c1e nos 
sentimens reciproques! N aus nous. aimons dan$ 
l'eloignemcnt et Ie s.iIence, et il nou~ ·~uffit a l'un 
et a l'autre, de savoir de j:ems en tems des nou:, 
velies de' la sante et du bdnheUJ::. de son ami. 
Aujoul'd'huij'ai ~esoin de VOllS ecrire; je commence 
sans excuses et sans· repfoches, comme si nous 
allions reprendre la conversatjon famjli~re" du jour 
precedent. Si je, proposois de -lain:: ll.n· eornpte
rendu . de mes etudess de me~ QCcupations. de mes 
plaisirs, de mes nouvelles lia~sons, de rna politique 
touj?1.lrS muette~ mais \!n.peJ-l,plus rapprochee des 

T ' grands 
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grands ~v~nemen!l: je ruultiplierois mes in quarto; 
et je ne sais pas encore votre avis sur ceux que je 
vous ai dej;\ envoy~s. Dans cette histoii"e modeme, 
if seroit toujours question de la-decadence des 
f!mpires; et autant "que j'en puis jriger sur mes 

, reminiscences et s\!.r Ie rapport de rami 'Bugnon; 
"ous aimez aussi peu la puissance de l'Angleterte 
que celIe des Romains. Notre chute1 cependant, 
a ete plus douce. Apr~s une guerre s:ms SUCC~S, 
et une paix assez peu glorieuse, il nous reste de 
quoi viv~e contens et heureux; et lorsque je me 
suis depouille ju r61e de Membre du Parlemen~ 
pour" redevenir homme, philosophe,' et "historien, 
nous pOUJ;rions bien nous"trouver d'accord sur lil 
plupart des sc~nes etonnantes qui viennent de se 
passer devant nos yeux,et qui foumiront une riche 
matil!re aux plus habiles" de mes successeurs. " 

Bomons nous a cette "heure a un objet" moins 
illustre sans doute, mais plusinteressant pour tous 
les deux; et c'est beaucoup que' Ie meme objet 

,puisse interesser deux mortelsqui ne' ~e sont pas 
vus, qui a peine se sont "cent depuis~ui, rna foi~ 
depuis huit'ans. Ma plume, tres paresseuse au 

,commencement, ou plut6t' avant Ie, comm~riee;, 
ment, marcheassez vite, lorsqu'elle "s'est une fo"is
mise en train;' mais une raison qui m'empecheroit 
de lui donner carriere, c'est l'esperance de pouvoir 
bientot me servir avec vous d'un instrument enco're 
plus c()mmode, la langue. Que l'hom"me, rhomme 
anglois, l'homme GIbbon, est un sot animal! J e 
I'esphe,je Ie desire, je Ie" puis, mais jene sais pas 
4i je Ie veux, . encore moinssi j'execut~rai cette 

T 2 volonte. 
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vol~nte: Voici mon histoire, autant qu'elle pouna. 
V?US eclairer, qu'elle pourra m'eclairermoi-meme, 
slir mes veritables interitions, qui me paroissent 
'tres obscures, et tres equivoques; et vous aurez la 
~onte _ de m'apprendre. queUe sera rna conduite ~ . 
future. 11 vaus souvient, Seigneur, que mon grand-
'per~ a fait ~a forturie, que'mon pw-e l'a mangee 
avecunpe~ trop d'appetit, et que je.jouis actuelle
mentdu fruit, oti plutot du reste de leurs travaux: 
Vous n'avez p~s_ oubli~ . que je suis entre au Parle"" 
ment s~s patriotisme,sans ambition, et que toutes 
mes rues se bornoient a lao place commode et hon
nete d'un Lord. of Trade. Cette· -place, je l'ai 
_obtenue enfin; je l'ai possedee trois ans, depuis 
1779.jusqu··a 1782, et Ie prpduit net, qui se- mon
toit .~. sept cens cinquante livres sterling, augmen'" 
toit mon revenu au niveau de mes besoins et de 

-mes d~sirs. l\I3.is au printems. de l'annee prece
.dente,l'orageagronde sur nos tetes: Milord North 
a ete renverse, votre serviteur chasse, et Ie Board 
meme, dontj'etois membre, abali et casse pour tou-
jours, par -ia reformation ~e ~i. Burke;' 'avec beau~ 
coup d'autres pla~es de l'E~at, ,;et de la maison du 
ltoi. Pour mon· malheur, je suis toujours. reste 
Membre de Ia Chambre basse: a Ia fin du dernier . 

. Parlement (en 17.80) M. Eliot aretire sa ~omina
tion; mais Ia faveur de Milord.North a facilite rna. 
rentl'ee, . et la reconnoissance m'imposoit Ie devoir 

. de. faire valoir, pour son service; les droits que je. 
tenois en partie de lui. Cet' hyver nous avons: . 
combattu -sous les' etendards.· re.unis '.<~oussavetr 

_. 'f:': ~.:notrC? 
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notre histoire) de Milord N orthet de 1\{,' Fox; 
nous avons triompM de Milord Shelburne :et 

,de Iii. paix. Avec 'beaucoupd'esprit,et des qua .. 
lit~s tres J'espectablelt, Milord North n'a plusni Ie 
titre,ni Ie credit de prelDier ministre; descollegues 
plus actifs lui enlevent les morceaux les plus friands, 
qursont aussit6t devort~s par la vdracite de' leurs; 
cr~atuTes ; nos, malheurs~t nos reformesont 
diminue Ie nombre des graces; parorgueil oli pat 
par~sse, je sollicite aussi mal, et si j~ parviens enfin~ 
ce sera peut-~tI'e I1,Ia veille d'une nouvelle revolu .. 
tion, qui me' fera perdre dans un instant, ce qui 
m'!pira cotite tant,de soins et de recherches. .Sije 
ne consultois que mon creur et ma raison, je rom':' 
perois sur Ie champ cette ifidign~ chaine de'1a 
dependance.; je quitterois ·Ie Pariement, Londtes; 
l'Angleterre; je chercherois sous un ciel plus doux~ 
dans un pays plus tr~nquille, Ie repos, Ia ·liberte; 
l'aisance, et une societe eclairee, et aimable: Je 
coulerois quelques annees de rna vie sans esperancet 
et sans crainte, j'achevei:ois mon histoire, etJe ne 
rentrerois dans rna patrie' qu'en homme Iibre" riche, 
et respect:able par sa position, a~ssi bien que pat 
son caractere.Mes amis,etsurtout; Milord Shef.. 
fleld,ne veulent pas me penriettred'~treheureux 
suivant mon got1t et mes lumiercs.' I:eur prudem:e 
exige que je fasse tous mes efforts; pour obtenir un 
emploi tr~s sCtr a la 'Verite, qui me ~onneroit mille 
guinees -de rente, mais qui rn'enleveroit ciIrq jours' 
par sem~ine. ,Je'mepr~te aleur zele, etje Ienrat 
prQmis de ne partir qu'cIl automne, apres avoir 

. 'r 3 consa~re 
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con.saCr~ l'ete ,1 cette derniere ~entative., L~ suc,::es. 
~ependant, . es~ tres in~ertain, etje ne ~ais, si je It; 

, desire d~bonne foi. •. 
, Si je parviens ,a lYle voir exjle,lnOn choix ne ~era 

pas d~uteux.. Lau.sann~._a eu ~es: premice~ ;elle, 
me se.ra toujours, chere. par .le doux souvenjf de rna 
jeunesse. ' Au bout.d~ trente ans, je me rapp~lle 
lespoJissons, qui sont oojourd'hui juges, lesl>etites . 

. filIes de lei. societe, duPrint~ms,qui sont devenu~& 
. grand-meres,. ; Votre pays' est charm ant, et, rnalgre 
Ie degoCit de Jean,'acques,lles mreurs, et l'espritde 
sell habitans, me. paroissent tres assortis <lUX' b.ord~ 
duJac Leman. }\fais un tresor que je ne trouve
rois q~a Lausann~, c'est un, ami qui me convient, 
egalem~t par les sentimens et les jd~es, avec qui 
jen'ai jaIJj<lis. connu un instant, d'ennui, de se_che~ 
resse~, .pU ·de reserve. Autr~fois dans' nos .libr~s ' 
epanche:p1ens, n~us'avons cent fois fait Ie projetde 
vivre ensemble, ,et, cent fois nous avons !epluche 
taus les details. du roman, avec l,m~ chaleur qui 
nous etonnoit nQus m~mesl A prese~t II de~eure, 
ou plut6t v.ous demeUTez, (carjerue las~e de ce 
tonetudie,). dans unemaison,.'.chaflllantil et cOIu::! 
mode; je vois' d'ici mon appartement, nossalIe~ 
comn:tunes, notre tab~, et ~os promsnades; mais ce 
.mariage ne vautrien, s'ilnec~nyient pas egale
mentaux deux epoux,etjesens cOlI\bien des C) 1'" 

constances locales, des goUts nouveaUX, de.no1,l~ 

·velles.liaisons, peuvent ~'opPQser aux desseins, qui 
nous .ont paru les plus agreable~,dans Ie ._lointain~ 
P.our fixer mesidCes, et pour 'A~US tpargner des 

_ regrets, it faut 'me devoile~ avec 13. franchise dont 
. :·je 
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je·vousai donn61'exemple,.Je tableau ext~rieur et· 
ID~deur de George Deyverdun.Mon amour est 
trop delicat, pour supporter l'indifference' et les 
~gards,· et je l'Ougirois d'un bonheur dont je serois. 
redevable, non a l'inclination, . maisi la fideJ.ite de 
mOD aini.· Pour m'armer contre les malheurs pos
sibles, belas! peut~tre trop vrai~emblables, j'ai; 
essaye de medetacher de ·la pensee de ce projet: 
favori, et de .tIle representer a Lausanne votre bon 
voisin, sans ~tre precisement votre commehsal.Si 
j'y etois reduit, je nevoudrois pis te.Jlir maison;, 
autant par .raison d'economie, que pour eviter l'en
nui de manger seul; D'uI! autre c?,te, une pension. 
ouverte,· fut-ellemontee sur l'a~cien pied ,de' celle 
de Mesery", ne conviendroit plus a mon age, ni a 
mon caract~re. PaSserois-je ma vie au miI~eu 
d'une foule dejeunes Anglois echappe~ du college, 
iDoi qui aimeroisLausaJ.ine. centfois davantage, si 
j'y pouvois etre Ie seul '<Ie ina nation? II me "fau
droit doncune ·maisoD commode e,t riante, un etat 
au dessus de la bourgeoisie; un mad. hlstruit, .une 
fem!De qui ~ne ressembIei"oit pas a Madame .Pavil
Fa~d, et-l'assurance d'y:~tie re~u comme Ie; fiJ~ 
umque, ou pluMt comme Ie frere.tle la famllle. 
Pour nous arranger sans g~ne, jemeublerai"tres 
vol~ntiers un joli appartement SOllS Ie· meme toit~ 
ou dans Ie voisinage, et puisquele. menage 'Ie pl,uI 
foible. laisse enCore de l'etoffe .pourune ~orte pen
sion, je ne serois pas oblige ·de chicaner sur Jes con
ditions pecuuiaires-: Si je me vois dechu· de ce~t~ 
dernihe yP4i'a.n.ce,. je· 'renoncetois en soupirant a 
ma secon~e patrie;.· pour chercher ,un rio~velasyle, 

T4 . noa 
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non pas a Geneve, trist~' sejour du travail' et de la, 
discorde, mais aux bords' du lac de N eufchatel, 
patmi It!s bons Savoyardsde Chamberry, ou~ous
Ie beau cliniat" des Provinces Meriliionales de la 
France. J e finis brusquement, parcequ'e j'ai mille 
choses a VOllS dire., Je pense que' nous nous t,es:. 

-sembloI1s po~r Ia correspondance.Pour Ie· bavar-, 
tIage savant ou m~me amical, je suis de' tous les 
QomIlies Ie plus paresseux, mais des qu'il s'agitd'Ulr 
objet reel; d'un service essen tiel, Ie premier courier 

, emporte toujours rna rep()nSe~ A III fin d'un mois, 
je commencerai a compter les semaines, les jours," 
'}esheures. N e me Ies faites pas tempter trop long' .. 
terns. - Vale. 

N°CLXX. 

)J,I.DEYVERDUN a 1If. GIBBON. ' • " 
) 

Strasbourg, Ie 10 Juin, 1783. 

J E nesaufois vous exprimer; Monsieutet cher 
ami, Ia variete, et 'Ia v~vacite, des sensations que 
m'a fait eprouver 'votre Iettre. Tout'd:la a ,fini 
~r un fond de plaisir et' d'esperance qu~ resteront 
dans ~on -crellr,jusqu'a ce que vous lesen ehassiez. 

Un rapport singulier de, circonstances con~ibue 
a'me faire esperer que no,us sommes destines a 
vivre quelque t,ems agreablement ensenible.Je 
ne suis pas degollte d'une ambition que je ne cQn
n'Us jamais; inais pal' d'autres circonstances, je me _ 
trouve dans Ia m~mt; situation d'embarras, et d'in
certitude oU'vous ~tes aussia cette epo~ue. ,11 Y 

, a un an que votre lettre, mon cher ami, m'auroit 
- , fait 
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fait plai~ir sansdoute, mais ence moment,elle 
m'en f~t bien davantage; e1Ie vieJ).t ,en, queIque 
fa~oD a mon secours. . 
, Depuis mon retour d'ItaIie, rie pouvant .me 
determiner a vendre rna. maison" m'ennuyant d'y 
~tre seul (car je·suis comme-vous, Monsieur, e.t;,je, 
deteste de manger &ti.ns compagnie) ne. vou,Iant pas 
Jouer a des etrangers, j'ai pris Ie parti de m'arranger. 
assez joliment au premier etage, etde donner Ie 
-secoild· a une farnille de mes amis, qui me noiirrit,
et que je loge. .Cet arrangement a pam penda~t 
long terns eontribuer au bonheur des deux parti~s. 
Mais tout est 'tr~itoiresur cette ~erre.l\Ia 
maison sera vuwe, selon toute apparence, sur la fin 
de rete,. et je me vois 'd'avance tout aussi' embarrasSe 
et ineertain, que je l'eteis il' y a quelques' apnees, 
ne.sachant queUe noUvelle societe·choisir,etassez 
dispose a vendre. cnlin .cette possession' quim'a 
.cause -bien des plaisirs.et bien des. peines. Ma 
maison est done, a ;¥ottct rlisposition pOUl' eet 
automne, et vaus y arriveriez;'.cOmme. un Di~u 
dans une machine qui fin~t l'embrogIia.'Y olla quant 
a moi; paTlons de vou~ mainten~t~ a~e.c :la m~me 
sincerite. . . '. ~. ".:;.'~ 

Un mot" de preambule: Que1que int6:~sse que 
je sois. a ~otre resoliition, convaincu;:qu?il~faut;.·· 
aimer ses amis 'Pour .eux-m~mes, . senta~t ~:ailleurs 
cornbien il seroi t affreux' poUl" lnoi de VOll.S y@ir:des 
·regrets, je vous donne ,i,::i-ma. parole :.d'hoJl.lli1ur, 
. que mon inter~t n'influe en rien sur ce que j! vais 
.ecrire, et queje.ne diraip3$ ;Uillllotquejene y()us 
disse, 5i l'~ermite. de Ia grotte ej;oit un au~e que 

. moi. 
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moi. Vos -amis ;anglais 'volls ai~ent' pour ·eux. 
m~Iiles;je ne veux. moi que vQtreb?nheut. Rap
peIlez-vous, mon cher ami, que je vis avec peine 
votr.e entree;dans le -Parletpent, et je crois n'avoir 
ete qu~ trop bon.prophete; je suis -sftr;que cette 
carriere vousa fait eprouver plus de privations que
de jouissances, beaucoup. pllfa. ·de peines .. que de 
plaisirs; j'ai ern toujours, depuis que je vous ai 
connu,. que vous. etiez destine a v'ivre heure~x par 
Ies plaisirs du 'cabinetet .de la. societe, que tout 
autremarche etoit un ecatt. de Ja route du pon .. 
heur,. et--que. cen'etoit que les qualites. reqnies 
d'homme de lettres;.et d'homme aimable de societe, 
quipouvoient vousprocurer gloire .. honneur,plai-:
sirs, et une suitec.Qntinuellede jauissances. Au 
bou~ de quelques tours dans votre salle, ~ou.isen
tirez parfaitetnent que j'avois 'bien vu, et que 1'6vene .. 
ment a justifie mes idees. Lorsque j'ai appris que 
vaus etiez Lord ~ Trade, j'en ai ete fache; quand 
j'ai su -que vous aviez perdu· cette place, je m'en . 
suis 'x~jauis poUl' vous; quand on tn'a arinpn~e' que 
Milord N dtth .etoitremontt· s~r sa Mte,", j'aicr.u . 
vous 'Voir·tres mal a )lotre aise,. en croupc: derriere: . 
lui, et je m'en ,suis affiige pour vouS. J.e suis done 
channe, 'moncher ami, de vous savoir -a.pied,etje 
vous :conseille t~es sincerement'de rester danS cette 
positi~n;et bien loi~ de sohi~iter la plac~· en .ques
tion, de la refuser, si elle vou~ etoit offerte.-~ l\Iille 
guinees vo~s dedomniageront~lles de cinq jours. 

~ , 

'. * Alluding to Lot:d North's having become a part of adminis:" 
• tration by accepting the office of se~r~tar'y of ~tate~ 

pns 
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t*is de la seinaine? J e suppose, ce que cependant 
j'ai peine a croire.que vo'us ine disiez qu~ oui: . et 
Ja vuiete et .l'inconstance- continueIle de votre 
ministhe, \'OUS promettent-elles. dlen jouir long 
tems coIistainment, et n'est-i~ pas plus desagreable, 
man cherMonsieur. de n'avoir· plus 1000 livr~s 
iter!. de rente, qu'il n'a ete agreable. d'en jouir? 
D'ailleurs nepourrez-vous pas toujQurs 'I:e~tr.er 
dans la carriere. si l'ambition au l'envie de s~rvirJa 
patrie, -vous reprennent; ne.rentrerez-vous pas avec: 
plus d'honneur, lorsque yos rentesetant augmen
tees naturellement, vousserez Iibre et independant? '. 

En faisant cette retraite ell Suisse; outre la beaute 
du pays, et les agremens de Ia societe,vous acque:-
rerez deux biens que \"Ous avez perdus, la liberte et 

'la richesse. Vous ne serez d'ailleurs point inutiI~; 
,'osouvrages continueront it. nous eclairer, et inde.. 
pendamment de vos. taleqs, rhonn~te homme,.le 
galant homme, n'est jamais inutile. . 

II me reste a YOUS presenter Ie tableau. que vous 
trouveriez. V ous aim~ez rna maisoD et mon jardin, 
.c'est bien a~tre chose a present., Au premier etage 
qui' donn~ sur ,Iadescente d"Ouchy, je. me. suis. ar~ 
range un appartement qui me suffit, j'ai unecham
bee de domestique, deux sallons, et deux cabinet&. 
J'ai au ple~n pied de Ii terrasse, deu?t autres sallons 
dont l'un'sert en ete de' salle it. manger, et l'autre 
de sallon de compagnie.. J'ai fait un, nouvel appar
tement de trois pieces dans Ie vuide entre Ia maison 
et Il\ remise, ensorte que j'ai a \rous; offrir tout Ie 
grand appartement, qui consiste actuellement en, 
ODze piec~J -tant grandes que petiies, tournees au . 

. Levant 
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Leva~t et. au Midi,' meublees s~s. magnificence, -, 
deplacee, ,rnais avec une. sorte . d'elegance dont 
j'espere que, vous seriez satisfait. La terrasse a peu 
change; mais ~le est ,terminee 'par un -grand 
cabinet mieux proportionne que Ie precedent, gamie 
tout du long, de caisses d'orangers, &c. La treille, 
qui ne vousest pas indifferente, a embelli; prospere, 
et. regne presqu' entierement jusqu'a;u bout; par
'venu a c~, bout,voustrouverez un petit chemin . 
qui vous conduira: aune chaumjere placee dans un 
'coin; et de ce"coin, en suivant Ie long d;une'autre 
route af'anglaise, Ie mur d'un man~ge. ' Vous 
trouverezau bout, un ch~let avec -ecurje, vacherie, 
petite porte, ,petit cabinet, petite. bibliotheque, et 
unegalerie de,bois dore, d'ou ron voit tout ce qui 
sort et entre en ville par la porte ,du CMrie~et tout 
ce qui se passe'dans ce Faubourg.' J'ai acquis la. 
vigneoau..:dessous du jardiu; j'en ai arrache tout ce: 
qui etoit devant la maison; fen ai fait un tapis vert ' 
arrosepar l'eau.du jet d'eau; e~ j'ai fait tout autour , 

,dece, petit parc, une promenade tres variee par 
les differens,points de vue et les objets m~me iute., 
l'ieurs, tant6t jardin potager, talltotparterre, tantOt 
vigne, tant6t pres, puis ch~let, ~hau~iere, petite 
montagne;· brefj les etrangers yiep.nent Ie voir et 

'l'admirent, et :rna1gre la desc~iption pOIDjieuse que 
je vous en' fais, vous en serez content. " , 

N. B. J'ai plante une quantite d'excellens arbres 
fruitiers. 
'. . 

Yen,ons a moi; vOJjS comprenez ,b.ieu 'que j'ai 
vieilli,excepte pour '.la se~sibilite ; .• je', suisa la 

'mode, 
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mode, pIes nerfs sont attaques ; -je suis plus IIlelan~ . 
. colique, mais je n'ai pas plus d'humeur; vous ne 

souffrirez de mes maux que tout au plus negative..: 
ment. . Ensemble, et separes par nos' logemens,: 
nous jouirons vis-a-vis run' de l'autre, de Ia plus 
grande Iiberfe. Nous pren<\rons line gouvetnanfe 
douce et entendue, plut6t par commodite que par 
necessite;- car je me chru:gerois sans crainte de Ia.'-
8urinteildance. J'ai fait un menage d(j quatre, 
pendant quelque tems; j'ai fait 1e mien~ et j'ai' re· 
marque q1!e ce1a marchoit tout seuI; quand- c'etoit 
une fois en train.- Les ,petites gens qui n'ont que 
ce merite, font Erand bruit pout rien; Mon jardin 
nous fournira avec abondance de bons fruifs et d'ex.) 
cellens legumes. Pour Ie reste de la table et de la· 
d6pense domestique, je n~ demanderois pas mieux _ 
que de valls recevoir ,chez moi, comme vous in'a
vez re~u chez vous; mais nos situ~tions sont cliffe..; 
rentes a cet egard; cependant si :vous etiez plus 
ruine, je vous l'offrirois Sims doute, et jedevrois.le 
faire; mais avec l~s rentes que vous aviez, quand 
j' etois chez v0!ls, eri· les supposailt ~~me dimi':' 
nuees, vous vivrez tres agreablement a Lausanne; 
Enfin a cet egard nous. nous arrangerons, comrrie· 
'il vous se~ l~ plus agreable,· et -en proportion de 
Dos·revenus. Toujours serez vous ainsi, 'a ceque 
j'espe~e, -plus dCcemnient tit prus' cqrnfortable" 
Illent, que~ous ne seriez par- tout aflleurs au m~me 
prix.· . _ ", 

. Quant a Ia societ(quoiq~e infini~ent ag~eabl~, 
$ .cQmme~ce cechapitre- par VOllS d.ire que j'evite •. 
rOlS de vous_ y- inviter, 'si -vous etiezentieremerit 

. -. desreuvre; , 
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~Iesreuvre; les jours sont longs aIors; et ·laissent 
bien du vujde; maislio.rrime de leftres, comme 

. vous ~tes, je ne connois point de societe qui vous' 
convienne tnieux. N ous aurons autour de nollS un 
cercle, comme il seroit impossible d'en trouver ail
leurs dans un aussi petit espace. Madame de' Cor,;;,. 
celles, Mademoiselle Sulens, et M. de Montolieu, 
(Madame e~t morte,) Messrs. polrer et' leurs fem
'mes, Madame de Severy;, et M. etMadame de 
Nassau, ,Mademoiselle de Chandieu; Madame de 
~t. Cici:ge, etM. avec leurs' deux fille~ jolies et 
aimables, Mesdames de, Crousaz, Polier, de' Char
rieres, &c. font un fonds de bonne, comp~o-nie dont 
. on ne se' lasse point, et dont M. de Servan est si 
content qu'il regrette toujourS"d~H;e oblige de re-i·, 
'tourner dans ses terres, e.t ne- respire que pour s'eta~ 
blir tout a fait a LaUsanne. II passa tout l'h,yvet 
de 1782 avec nous; et il (ut, on ne peut pIns, agre
able. V ous trouverez'Ies mreurs chan gees en· bien1 
et plus conformes 'A nos ages, ct a nos caract~res; 
'peu de grandes assemblees, de'grands repas, .mais 
beaucoup de petits soupers, de pet!tes assembIees, 
{)u ron fait ce llu'on veut, ou ron' cause, lit, &c_ 
et dout on ecarte avec soin' les facheux de' toute 
espece. II yale Dimanche une' societe, OU tout 
ce qu'il. y a d'unpeu distingue en etrangeres' et 
etrallgers, esHnvite. ·Cela fait des assemblees de 
40 a. 50 p~rs~nnes,' ou l'on'voit ce qu'onne' voi\, 
gueres Ie reste de Iasemai~e, etces especes de 
'rout font queIquefQis plaisir. N ous somIiles fort 
de'gofttes des etrangers, surtout des jeunes gens, 
et nous'les ecartons avec soin de nos petits comites, 

a. moins 
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a m9ins qu'il~ n'ay~nt du merite, ou quelquesta-
lens. A cet egard up. de nos petits tra.vers, c'est 
l'engouement; mais vous en pwfiterez,mon cher 
,MonSieur, corilme Edward Gibbon, et comme 
mon ami; vous serez d'abord l'homme a. la. mode, 
et je vois d'ici que vous' ~utiendrezfort bien ce 
r6le, sanS vous en f~cher, dftton un peu VQUS sur,. 
faire. Je sen, que tu me .flattes, maiatu ,me fail 
plaisir, est peut-~tre Ie meilleur vers de Destouches • 
. Voila' donc i'hyver; l'etude le,matin, ·quelques 
conversations, q uand' vous serez fatigue, avec. q uel~ 
que homme de lettres, ou amateur, ou du moins 
qui aura vu quelque chose; '3, Theme qu'il vous 
plaira un diner, point de fermier genera.1,mais 
l'hoDD~te epicurien, 'a.vec un ou deu~ amis quand 
vous voudrez.; .puisquelquesvisites, ' une !!Oirt~e;, 
~OUVeI).t un sou per. ' Quant 3, rete, vu votre ina
niere d'aimer la campagne, on. diroit que mao remise 
a ete faite pour vous ; pendant . que- vous vous y 
pr,omenerez en senateur, je serai. souvent en bon 
paysan Suisse, devant mon~M.tet, .ou:'dans rna 
cha~miere; puis nous nous renc·outreroDs. tout a. 
coup, et t£lcherons de :Q.ous remettre au niveau l'un 
de ,l'autre. N ou,.s fermerons 'nos portes 3, l'ordi].l3.ire,,· 
excepte .aux etrangers qui pas sent .leur chemin ; 
inaisquan~' nous voudrons, ,nou'S'.y auronS. tous . 
ceux que nous aimerons a y-voir;cai.· on. ne ·d~ 
~ande pas mieux que cl'y ve~r se rejo\li~. ,J'ai. eu, . 
un bea~ jour d'Avril ce printems, uudejellner, qui 
m'a collte quelques Louis, ou ily avoit plus de 40 
personnes, je ne sais corn bien de petites tables, une 
ponue musique au milieu du verger, et ufie quan-

tite 
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-tiM de jeuneset jolies personnes dans ant des bran .. 
les, et fQrmant.des chiffres en cadence; j'ai vu bien 
des fHes, j'en' aipeu vu de plusjqlies. Quand 
mon 'pare vous ,ennuyera, nous 'aurons, ou inous 
loue!ons,ensemble (e(ce:sera' ainsi un plaisir pen 
cher) un cabriolet Iege~ avec deux chevaux gen" 
tils; et nous jronsvisiter nos ami,s disperses ,dans 

'Ie's campagnes, qui' nouS' tecevron,t l bras ouverts. 
Voils en seiez content de nos Campagne's;' tOlljours 
en proportion 'vous comprenez, et vous trouverez 
en general un'heureux -changement pour lesagre-:
mens de la societe, et une 'sorte de recherche sim
ple, mais elegante. : Ll!sbergeres du Printems, ex~ 
cepte ,Madame de . Vanberg, ne sont sans' doute 
plus presentables, mais il y en a d'autl'es assez gen
tilles, ~ et'quoiqu'elles ne soyent pas en bien,-grand 
nonibre, i1 y en aura toujours-assez pour vous,-mon· 

, cher l\Ionsieup. Peu apeu' mon imagination m'a 
emporte, et mon style s'egaye,comme cela nous 
arrivoit 'quelquefois dans nos chateaux en Espagne. 
llest bien terns de fini~ cet article, restimons nous 
plus serieusement. '. 

'Sj'Vous exectitez Ie }>lanque vous avei'imagine, 
j'aimerois rn~me a dire que vous en\brassez, surtout 
d'apres ce qU'evousdinarquez volis 'm~me, Sije ne 
cimsultois que,mon ClEur et mil raison; je romperoi,. -
sur Ie' champ cette -indigne chaine, &c. Eh! que 
voulez-vous consulter, s,i ce n'est votre creur et vo
tre raison? Si, dis-je, vous executez ce plan, vous 
retrouverez une liberte et nne independanc~, que. 
vous n'auI'iez jamais du perdre, ,et dont vOlls me':' 

rit(!z 
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titez de jouir, .une aisance qui ne vous coutet'a 
qU'Ull voyage .de· quelques jours, nne tranquillit6 
que vallS ne pouvez avoir a 'Londres, et -enfin. un 
apti qui n'a peut-~tre pas ete un jour saris penser a 
vous, et qui mrugL-e ses defauts, ses foibiesses. et· 
son inf6riorite. est,encore un descompagnons qui 
vous convient Ie mieux. 

~l1.Ile rete a. vous apprendre pburqu~~ je. vous 
reponda si tard:. VOllS sayez deja actuellement·que 
ce·.n'est pas manque d'amitie~t dezeIe pour la 
chose; ,mais votre lettre;,m'a ete rerivoyee p.~ ·Lau
san~e jc~ a. Strasbc;>urg, et je n'ai.passe qu'~~ , 

,poste.sans y repondre, ce qui n'est. pas trop,vau~ 
,favQuerez, 'pour un pareil.bavardage. Je suis parti 
de Lausanne la veiUe de.Paqu~s. pour v~nir voir 
un M: Bourcard ae Basle, fort de mes. amis; iI' est 
ici a~pres du Camte 'de Cagliastl'O" pour profiter 
de ses remedes. Vous aU1:ez entendu parler. pent .. 
ftre de eet homme. extrao'rdinairea tous .egar.ds. 
Comme j'~i. eteassez malade tout l'hyver, je prC?fite 
ausside ses remMes; mais comme Ie tems:du se-

-jour du Comte ici, n'est rieri moins ques!l.r, Ie 
mreux sera. que vousm'ecriviez aM; p. ehe; M. 
Bourcard du Kirskgarten, a Bas/e.· 

Vaus comprenez ~ombieri. a taus ~gards, i~ est 
necessairem'ecrire sans 'perte ·de terns,. des que 
"onS aurez pris une resolution. ,Ad.ieu, mon chef 
~mi. ' 

t'OL. II. 11 
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N°CL~Xr. 

lII. GiB130~ aliI. DEYVERl>uN' •• 

J E re~ois votre Iettre du 10 J uin~ ie 21 de ce 
IDoLs. Aujourd'hui Mardi 24, jem~ts la main a la 
plume -( comme tlit M. Freron) pour Y'repondre, 
'qu()ique ma. missive ne puisse 'Partir par arrange- . 
melit des poste~; que' Vendredi prochaill{ 27 du 
. courant. 0 merveille de la.grace efficace L Elle 
n.'agit pas moins puissamment sur vous, et IDC?yen

'nant Ie secours toujour~ pret1t:t toujours prompt de 
nos couriers, lin mois nous suffit .pour Ia demande , 
et la reponse.Je remercie mille fois Ie genie de . 
l'amitie, qui m'a pousse, apres nUlle efforts inutiles, 
avous .ccrire enfin au moment Ie plus' critique et 
.Ie plus favorable. ·Jamais demarche n'~ reporidu 
si parfaitementa tous mes vreux et atoutes mes 
~sp~rances.. J e comptois saIlli doute sur l~ dutee et 
la .verite de vos sentimens; niais j'ignorois (telle 
est ,lit foiblesse humaine} jusqu'a quelpoint iIs 

.avoient pn ~tre attiedis. par Ie terns et l'eloigne • 
. ll'lel;lt; et je ·savois encore moins .T6tat actuel de 
. votfe sante; .de votre fortuneet devos liaisons, qui 
auroient pu, opposer tant d'obstacle.s· a notre re
union. VOllS m'ecrivez, vous m'aimez, toujours; 
vous desirez avec zele, avec ardeur, de realiser nos 
anciens projets'; vous Ie po.uvez, vO!ls Ie voulez; 
vous m'Qffrez .des l'automne votre maison, et qu~lle 
terrasse! votre. societe, et queUe societe! . L'ar
rangement nous convient 1 tous -leg deux; je Ie .. 

'·trouve a I": fois Ie compagnon de ma jeunesse, . un 
sage 
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sage cOnsciller, et ,tin pcintre qui fait- represe~ter et 
e:tagerer m~me lesobjets les plus Hans. ,Ces.eKa-' 
gerations me font pour Ie moins autant de plaisir 
que ia simple verite. ' Si,votre portrait etbit tout,a 
fait· ressemblanl; tes agremens .. ri'existeroient que 
hors de nous m~mes, et j'aime encore mieux. les 
trouver dans la vivacite de ,votre c.ceur et de, votte 
imagina;tion. Ce n'est pas que je ne rec<?,nnoisse 
un grand fond. de verite· daus Ie table,au de, Lau
aanne j je connois Ie H~u de Ia scene, je ,me trans
porte en idee sur noo'e 'errasse, je vols ees cotejl.uxj 
ee lac, ees montagnes, ouvrages favoris de Ianature. 
et je. con trois sans p~in¢ les embellissemensc ;<IUC 

,votre go~t s'est phI.Y ajouter. J ~ Ute rappelle depuis. 
vingt ou t.rente ans Ies~l1rst l'esprit,.l'aisauce de 
la societe; et je comprends que ce· veritable· 'ton de . 
1a bonne c6mpagnie se perpetue,.et s'epure.de pere 
en flls,.ou plutot 'de· mere en fille;· car il m'iI. tou
jours paru qu'aLausll,nne;auslli bien qu'en Fl'an~ef 
lea femmes sont tres superieutes aUK homIhes; Dans 

. un pareil sejour, je craindroili' la dissipatjo~ . bien • 
'plus qu~ l'enhui, et Ie tourbillon de Lal,lsan,neeton. 
nelDi~1in philosophe accoutume ~epuis tantd~annee!\ 

-a la tranquillite'de Londres. 'VOllS ~tes trop in-
5truit pour regarder ~e propos. commeune mauvaise 
plaisanterie~ c'est dans les detroitsqu'ori est· en-' , 
traine,par la rapidite des courims: il n'yen a point 
en pleine mel'. Des qlf.'on ne reehetche plus le!!
plaisirs bruyan~, et qu~on s'affranchit voionti€rs des· 
devoirs.periibles, ,la libert~ d'un simple particulier 
ae· fortifie par ·l'immensite de la ville, Quant a 
mo!~ l'application a. mon grand Ol~vrage,. ~'habitude, . 
·~i .~ 



i9~ LETTERS TO' AND FROM 

etla reC'bmpe~se dti. travail, m'ont rendu plus stu
dieuxj plus ~edentail:e;plus ami de la retraite., La 
Chambre des Communes etIes-grands diners exigent 
beaucoup de terns; et la temperance d'un ,l'epas 
ahglois vous permet de goMer de cinq ou' six vins 
differens, et vous ordonne~e boire une bouteille 
de clar~t apr~s Ie desselt.' Mais .. enfin je'ne soupe 
jamais, jeme couche de bonne heure, je re~ois peu 
dc"Visites, les matinees sont longues; lesetes sont 
libres, et de~ que je ferme. rna porte, je ,suis oublie 
du monde ender;' Dans une societe pIllS bornee 
et 'plus amicale,.les demarches'sont publiques, les' 
droits sont rkiproques, 1'0n dine de bonne heure, . 
on se goute' trop pourne pas passer l'apres-midi. 
ensemble;' on soup~;'on veille,- et lespl.aisirs d~ la 
soir~e ne~ liissent. pas: de Mranger ,le·repos de'la 
nuit; et -Ie travail dulendemain,., Quel est cepen .. 
dCJ.nt Ie. resultat de ces plaintes? c'est seulement que 
13. rnariee est trbp :belle, et q.ue j'ose me servirde 
l'excuse' honnete de la sante et du privilege d'un. 

-homme de lettres; il-ne tiendra. qu'a, 1Iloi de. ina- . 
:derer un peu l'exces de mes jouis_san~es.' : Pour cet 
engouement que vous m'annoncez, .. et qui a tou
jours ete Ie defaut des peuples les 'plus spiritue]s, 
je rai Mja eprouvesur;iln plus gra,nd th~atre., II 

• Y a six ans que l'ami de Madime N ecket fut re~u 
A P~lfis, comme eelui de George'Deyverdun pour
fait l'etre Ii Lausanne; Xe neconnois rien de plus _ 

- flatteur que eet accueilfavorable d'un public poli 
et eclai};e.Mais cette faveur, si doUCepOlJT l'etran

,geT, n'est-elle'pas un peudangereuse pour Thabi
tant expose a voir fletri)' ses' lauriers, -par la faute' 
, - ou 
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ou par J'inconstanc~ 4e ses juges? . Non; ~ se 
80utient toujOUTS, peut -.Hre pas precisenlent, a.I.( 
m~in~ point. d'eIevation.. A l'abri de trolsgrps 
volumes in-quarto en langue. etrangere, encorece 
qui n'est pas .un petit avantage, je conserve.rai tOUl 
jours la reputation litteraire, et . cette reputation 
donnera du relief. aux qualites sociales, s.i 1'011 
trouve l'historien' sans travers, .sans ,affectation.. et 
lans pretentions .. Je serai done ChaI'me etcQntent 
de votre ·societe, et j'aurois. pu di~e e~' deu?C mo,ts, . 
ce qui j'aibavarde en deux pages ;mais il y·a taut 
de 'plaisir '3 bavarder 'avec un, ami! car enfin j~ 
possMe a Lausann~ unY~ri~ble ami ;et·les sim~ 
pIes connoissances remplaceront S!,Uls beaucoup.de 
peme, tout ce qui s'appelle liaison, et meme amitie, 
daris ce vaste desert de Londres. .l\fais au moment 
ou j'ecris, je vois detous . c6tes lIne fowe d'obj~t~ 
dont la perte sera bien plus difficile arepar~r. Vous 
connoissiez rna biblioth~que,. mais je sms .(n' etat, . 
de vous Tendre Ie propos de votr~ maison c'est hi4.n 
;outre chose tl cette heure; formeepeu 3 peu, ~ais 
,avec .beaucoup de soin. et de depense, eUe petit ,se' 
DOmmer aujourd'hui un beau cabinet de particulier • 

. Non cOlltent de:templir 3 ~angs 'redoubles la meil~ 
Jeure pi~ce qui luI etoit destinee, elle s'estdebor
'dee dans Ia chambre sur la rue, ,dans votre ancienne 
chambre 3 coucher,·dans laniienne, dans'tous Ie's 
:recoins de la maison de Benti12ck~street,: e,t jusques 
. dans un~ chaumi~re que je. me suis donnee a 
Hampton Court. ' , " 

J'ai milIe courtisans ra~gfs autour de moi: 
1\-Ia retraite est mon Louvre, et j'y -commande en too.' 

U~· Le 
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. Le fonds est de Ia ,meilleure compagnie Grecque,! 
Latine, Italienne,Fran~oise, etAngloise, et les 

. autres Iesmoins chers a l'homme de gout, odes eo. 
clesiastiques, 'des Byzantins, des Orientaux, sont' 
les plus necessaires a l'historien de la Decadence et 
de Ia Chute, &c. Votis ne sentez que trop bien. 
Ie desagrement de Iaisser, et· i'impossibiLite de trans
porter cinq ou 'six millesvolumes,. d:autant plus. 
que Ie cieln'a pas, vouiu faire de la :Suisse un pays 
maritime.qependant mon zeIepour Ia reqssite dt! . 
nos' projets' comlmms, me fait imaginerque, ·ces 
obstacles pourront s'applanir,et que je ·puis adoucir 
ou supporter ·ces prh-ations .douloureuses. Les 
bons auteurs c1a~siqu.es; la b,iblioth~que des n~tions; 
$e retrouvent:d~ns tous les pays. Lausanne.n'est 
pas MpOUITU de Iivres, ni de· politesse,. et j'ai dans 
l'espritqu.'on pourroit acquerir pour'un certain terns, 
:quelque bibliotheque d'un vieillard ou. d'un mineuI-, 
dont Ia fami1l~ ne \-Qudroit pas se defaire enti~re- ' 
ment; . Quantaux outils de mOll travail,nous 
commencerons par examiner l'etat de nos richesses;. 
apres quoi i1 faudroit faire uri petit falcul du prix, 
dupoidset de la rarete de chaque otiyrage" pour 
juger de ce qu'i\ seroit necessaire·de~ transporter de 
Loridres, 'et de ce qu'un achetei'Qit plus commode- . 
ment en Suisse;. a l'egard de ces·frais, on devroit 
les envisager comme les avances d~une hl~mufacture 
·transplapteeen pays etranger, et dont on espere 
retirer dans la suite ,un pr?fit raisonnable .. Mal
heureusement ,-otrebibliotheque publique, CI1'Y 
ajoutant me~e celIe de M. de Bochat; ~st ,assez 
piteuse ;/ mais <;ell~s de Beme. et de BasIc, so~t tres 

:Pombfeuses,. 
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nombreuses, et je comp~erois assez 'sur la bon ... 
,hommie Helvetique. pour e~perer que, moyennan.t 
des recommendations, et des 'cautions, il me seroit 
permis d'en tirer·le~ liyres dont j'aurois essenti~lle ... 
ment besoin. V~us ~testr~ bien place poul:; 
prendre les informations, et pour fixer les demarches. 
'convertables ;. mais vous voyez du moinscpm~ieIt 
je me retoume de tous le~ cotes, pour. esquivt:r la 
difficulte laplqs formidable. 

Venons a present a .des objets moins releves., mais 
tr~8 importans a l'e~istence et ,a.u bien:~tre de rar~i~ 
ma~ Ie logemept,les dOJpestiques, et la table. ' 
POllr mon appartement particulier, une chambre l\ . 
coucher, avec un grand cabinetet une anti~hambre, 

, auroient suffi! tOus mes besoins; mai! si VQus pO.lJvez 
vaus 'eli passer, je·me promenerai, avec plaisir'dans 

,I'immensite devos onze pi~ceJ!, quis'aCfQ~moder<?!lt' 
sans doute aux heurcis et au~ saiso~s difi'erentes. 
L'article des. dome~tiqu~s renfermeune(~e~' forte 
difficulte, sur laquelleje dois vous qmsultet: .... V 9U~1 
eonnoissez, . et vaus c~timez Caplin mon valetIJe, 
chambre, 'maitre d'hotel, &..c. quia etenourri danit 
notre maison, et .qui .comptoit. y~finir sesjours. ' 
Depuis votre'depart"ses talehs et ses vt:rtuine ~on.t 
developpes de plus enplus,et je Ie considere bieD; 
moins sur Ie pied d'un Domestiq\1e, que s~r celui 
d'un -ami. ,Malhew'eusement il ne sait 'qlle rAn;:.. 
glois,:i!t jamais iln'apprendra. de langue etrangere. -
11 m'accornpagn~ il Y 'a six ans, dans man voyage 
a Paris, mais il rapporta fidelement, a LQUdr.es tout9 
!'ignorance, . et tous.les. prejug~s d'un. bon p~t1'iote. 
A Laus!Wne il me coftteroit b~al.lcoup,. ~~a 1'¢~cep1 
. " vI:!! . t\o:q 
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tion du service personnel, i~ ne nous seroit que ~:l't1ne 
tres p~titeutilite. . Cep~ndant je ·sup.porterois vo.-: 
lontiers. cette; depense, mais je .. suis tres persuade. 
que, 'sison attachement Ie p~rtoit. a. me. suivre;, jl 
&'~nnuyeroit a mourir.dansiun pays ou to~t lui ge.; 
roif ~tranger et desagreable. I1 faudroit doncIlie de~ 
taeher d'un homme dont jeconnois Ie zeIe, la fide ... 
lite,.rompretout d'un coup de petites habitudes qui· 
sont liees avec Ie bieri-~tre joumalier el momenta~e" 
etse resoudre a·lui substituer .un visage nouvea!l, 
peut,.~tre .un ma~vaissujet, totijours quelque a:ven~ 
tur~erSuisse.prissur Ie pave de Londi-es .. Vous rap
pellez-vous un certain George Suisse qui a· fa-it 

· autr.efois avec' mo~ Ie voyage de France et d'Italie ? 
J e Ie croismarie· et ..etabli a Lausanne; s'i1 vit en~ 
core, si vaus pouvez·.1'engager a. se fendre iei .. pour -
m~ramener en 'Sui~se, la compagnie d'im bon et 
ancien serviteurne laisseroit pas d'adouclr la<:hute, 
et il resteroit peut-~tre aupr~s 'de. moi, jusqu'a ce 
que nous eussiolls choisi unjeunehomme du pays" 
adroit; modeste' etbien el~ve,.· a qui je ftlFQisUD 
pm-ti .avantageux. Les .. autres, domestiques, gou .. 
Yernantes, laquais,. cuisinier~, &c • . se prennent et 
se renvoyent· sans difficulte. Un article ·bien plus 
important, 'c'estnotre table;, car . enfin ;!lous ne 

· sommes pas asse,21 hermites;· pOufnous cont~nter 
de's legumes etdesfruits de votTe jardin, tout ex ... 
cellens qu'ils sont; mais je n'ai presque rien a.ajoute~ , 
11'lionn~tetedevos propos, qui me, donnent beau:' 
coup plus de plaisir que ~e surprise. Si je me trou'" . 
· vdis. sans fortune,' au lieu '~e rougirdes bienfaits de . 
·l'a.miti~, j',a.ccepterois VQS offres aussi Bimplement 

; I .. que 



. 
. que. vous Ies faites. M:ris nous 11,e sommes pas [e
auits A ce poip.t, et vous cOinprenez. assez qu'une 
dec~n1itureanglois~ laisse eQ.core une fortune. fort' 
decente a,uPays de Vaud, etpour vous dire quelque 
chose de plus precis, je d6p.enserois sans peine et 
SaDs inconvenient cinq o.u si~ cens Louis.' Vous con .. 
noissez'le resultat aussi· bien qu~ Ies deGl.ils d'un me.;. 
nage; en supposant une petite table de deux' phiJo
sophes Epic~riens, quatre, cinq, ou six domestiques,. 
de$ amis assez souvent, des tepas assez rarement, 
beaucoup de sensualite, etpeude luxe, a. ~mbie~ 
estimez..vousen gros la depense·d'un mois et d'line 
annee? . Le partage . que vous . avez 'deja fait, ,me 
paroit. des plus raisonnables; VOllS me .logez, et je 
fOUS nourris. A vou'e calcul,j'ajouterois monentre-. 
tien personnel. ijabits"plaisirs, gages de domestiques; ( 
&c.et je verrois {rU~e maniere- assez· nette, l:en:
semble de ,mOll petit etablissement.· 

. Apres avoir essuye tant de details minutieuxJ Ie 
cherlecteur .s'imagine sartsdoute que la resolution 
de me fixer pendant quelque . terns auxbords ,:du: 

, Lac Leman. est paria,itement decidee. .HeIas 1 . 
rien n'est moinsvrai; m.ais .je.me~ suis-·livre au 
charme delicieux de compter. de fonder, de palp~r 
ce bonheur, . dont je sens tout Ie prix, qui est a rna 
po.rtee.,et auquel j'aurai peut-~tre la:b~tise de re.. 
·noncer. VOllS avez raison· de. croire" mais YOUSe 
ignorez -jusqu'a quel point vous 'l'avez, . que, ma 
carriere·politique. a et6 plus semeed'epines que 
der!lses.~ Eh I. qeul obj~t,· .que! mortel;. pour..; 
roit. me ~onsoler de l:ennui des affaires, et de Ja 
bonte.,Ae la.dependa.nce?·La.gloire.'! . Comme 

. homme 
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homme de lettres, fen jouis, comme orateur je he 

l'aurai jamais, et Ie nom des simples soldats est 
oublie dans les victoires aussi bien que dans les de. 
faites. Le de'Ooir? 'Dans ces combats aOl'aveugle, 
ou les chefs D:e cherchent que leur avantage,parti
culier, il y a toujours a parier que les subalternes 

, feront. plus de, mal que de bi~n. L'attachement 
personnel?, Les ininistres sont rarement dignes de 
l'inspirer;jusqu'a present ,Lord North n'a pas eu 
a se plaindre, de ,moi, et"si je me retire ,du Parle
ment, illui sera ir~s aise d'y:substitue,r un, autre 
nmet; toutaussi affide que son ancien serviteur. 'J e 
suis int1mement <;onvainc~,et par la'raison, et par 

, le~ sentiment, q u'il n'y a point de parti, qui ine con .. , 
vienne aussi bien que de vivre avec vous, et au pres 
devous a 'Lausanne; et si je parviens a la place, 
(Commissioner rf 'the E:rcis~ or Customs) ou je, 
vise, il y aunt toutes les semaines' cinq longues 
matinees, qui m'avertirori.t de la folie de nlon choix~ 
Vo.us voU's trompez a la' v~rite' a regard ,de rinsta
bilite de ces emplois; iis sont presqu~ Ies seuts qui 

, ne ressentent jamais des re,"olutions du mitiisthe. 
Cep.endant si cette p)aces'offroit bient6t;je ri.'aurois 
pas Ie bon sens et Ie courage de Ia refuser.· Quels 

, auties conseillers veux-jeprendre, sinon ,mon cc.eur 
et rna raiso:q. ? n 'en est' de p\lissans et, toujouT& 
ecoutes: les egards,la,mauvaise,honte,tollsmes 

,amis, ou soi-disant teIs, s'ecriero;nt que je. suis uri 
homme perdu,. ruine, un fou qui se derobe'a ses 
protecteurs, tIn misant;hrope qui s'exile au bout du 
monde, ,et puis les exagerati,)ns sur tout ce qui se~ 
roit·fait 'en nla faveur, si 5urement,si promptement, 

5\ 
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si liberalement. Milord. Sheffield ,'opinera a me' 
fa.ire intetdire 'et enfermer; mes deux tantes et rna 
belle ~~rese plaindront que je les quitte pour 
jlJmais, ,&c: Et rembarrasrle prendre mo~ bonnet; 
de"nui~ comme disoit Ie sage J~'ontenelle, lorsq':1'il 
n'etoit que§tion que de se coucher, combiende bon-· 
nets de nuitne me.faudra-~jl pas prendre,. et Je~, 
prendre tout seu.l?'car tout Ie monde, amis,-parens,
domestlques, s'opposera a ma. fuite~ Voila a lave
rite des obstacles assez peu redoutables, et en le~ 
decrh-ant, je sens .qu'ils ,s'affoibl~ssent dans' ,mon ' 
esprit. Grace a:Ce long bavardage vous connoissez 
mon interieur,comme moi m~me, c'est a dire assez
mal; mais cette incertitude, tr~$ amicale pour moi, 
seroit tr~s facht!u~e pourvous .. V otre reponse me par
viendra vers la fin de J uill~t, et huit jours '.apres~ 
je vous pl'omets une repl!q1,le nette et decisive: jt! 
pars ou je reste. '.Si je pars, 'ce sent au 'milieu de 
Septembi"e; je mangerai les' raisins de votretreille 
lespremiers jours ~'Octobre, e~ vous aurezenCOl'e' 
,Ie tems de" me charger de vos commissions., N e 
me dites plus, lJ.fonsieur, et tres cher .D.llzi; Ie pre
mier.est froid, Ie second est superflu., . 

". 
N° C:tXXII. 

. ~:... . . - . . . 
. M.DEYVERDUN a lrI. GIBBON. 

" l\b voila un peuembilrfaSSe actuellemertt; je 
ne dois yaus appeller. ni Monsieur,' I'ti ami. Eh' 
bien !. vous saurez qu'etant parti Samedi de Stras:
bourg, pendant que je yenois. iei, votre seconde 
lettr~ alloit llf'. et q~'ainsi je .re~us· votr~ troisi~me, 

. Dimanche, 
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Dimanche, e~ votie seconde, hier.La mention que 
VOUg, y faisiez, du ,Suisse' George,. dont je, n'ai Jiu 
rien trouvel' dans la premiere;'m'a,fait comprendre 
qti'il y enavoit :une sec~nde, et j'ai crudevoir at
tendreun courier, 'la troisienie n'~xigeant pas de: 
r~ponse., ", , " ' . . 

Pourvotre parole;permettez que je vous en dis
pense encore, et meme jusqu'au dernierjour, je 
setts bien qu'un, 'proced6 (;ontraire vous convien-' 
droit; mais certes il neme ,convient pas du tout. 

, Ceci, commeyou's Ie dites, est ~ne especede mari-, 
age, et pensez voul! que malgre les engagemens Ie~ 
plus solemne1s, je n'eusse pas .reconduit,chez.elle, 
du pied des autels, 'Ia femme la plus aimable qui 
m'etit temoigne des regrets ?'Jamais jeri.e me con
solel:ois, "Si je vousvoyoismecontent dans Ia suite, 
'et' dans ie cas de ·me faire des reproches. C'est .3, 
vous it faire, siyouscroyez necessaire, des demarches 

, de votre e6te, qui fortifient vot1"e resohition; pout 
moi, je n'en ferai.point d'essentielles; jusqu'ace 
<'lue j'aye re!;u 'encore une Iettre devous. Apres ce 
petit preambule, parlons toujours comme 'si l'affaire 

.etoit d6cidee" et repassons .votre Iettre. Tout ce ' 
que vouS' di~es des grandes et petites villes, est 
tres v..rai, et votre .comparaison des detroits et de la 

, p1eille mer., est o~ 'ne peut pa.s plus juste et agrea
, ble; mais ~nfin',comme on fait son lit, ~n se couclle, 

disoit' 'Sancho Paneha d'agreable memoire; et qui 
peut mieux' faire son lit a sa guise qu'un 6tranger,: 
qui; p.'ayant ni devoirsd' etat ni de sang a remplir, peut 

, 'vivre entiere~nent iso1e, -sans que 'pel;sonne y puisse 
trouverl redire? Moi meme, bourgeois 'et citoyen 

, de 
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de la ville, je suis presqu'enti~,rem~nt libre. L'ete, 
par exeropIe, je detestede m'enfe~er Ie sotr 4a~s 
·des cha~bres chaudes, pour fair~ lIne parti~". ,Ep, 
bien! ~n Jh'a persecute .un peulapremihe annee; 
a pres.ent on me laisse ~n repos .. lI'y aura sans 
doute queIque changement dans, yotre malli~re :«:le . 
"ivre: mais it me semble qu'on se ,fait aisemex!t, a 
cela •. Les. diners, surtol,lt en femmes;. sont t~~s 
.rares; les soupers peu gran(fs,;on r~te plut~t 
pour ~tre ensemble, que pour ·.mang4!r2 et plus~eurs 
.personnes ne s'a§s~yent, point. J e cr.ois, tou,t 
.compte et rabattu, que vouz a~re~ encore plus. d~ 
terns pour. Ie cabin~t qu'a Londres; on sort peu Ie 
matin, et quand nos· ami~ com:ql~ns v~endro~t chez 

, moi, et vous demanderont, jeleur dirai ;. "ee l;t'est 
pas:un oisif comme vous autre~, il ~ravail1~. dans son 
.cabinet,'~ et ils se ~irontrespectueuse~ent. 
, POJlr les bibliotheques. publiques, votre. i4ee. ne 
pourroit, je pense, se realiser pour WI lecteur o.u 
.m~me un ecrivain ordinaire, maisun hommeqt!i 
joue. un· r6le d~s- la.republique pes .le~tre~, . \,In 
.homrne aime et considere, trouvera, Je m'irnagi~e, 
bien des facilites; d'ailleurs, j'ai de bons arnis .. ,a. 
Berne, et je pr.endrai ici des informations . 
. Passons a la table. Si j'etois a Lausann~, cet 

.article seroit plus ,sftr,je pourrois revoir mes papiers, 
consulter; j'ai une chienne de memQire.Avue 
·de pays cela pourra aIler de 20 a.30 louis par 
mois, plu~ QU moins, V.o1\S .se~tez, suivantla friandise," 
.et Ie. plusou '.moins· de canvives. Marquez nu)i . 
dans votre premihe combierr Y9US ~oftte. Ie v6tr~ .. 
, J e. sens fort' bien tous les. bonnets d~nuit: {>Qint 
. de 
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-de grands changemens sans embarras, m~me sans 
regrets; vaus en aurez, quelquefais ,sans daute: 
par exemple, si votre salle a manger, vatre salle de, 
compagnie, sant plus ri~ntes, vaus perdre~ pour Ie 
vase de lao bibliotheque., Pource qui est des re. 
presentations, des discoufs au moins inutiles, il me 
semble que'le mieux seroit de masquer vos grandes 
operati6nfi, de ne parI~l" que d'une course,d'une 
'\7isit~ chef moi, 'de six mois ouplus oumoiru. 
V ous feriezbien, je pense, d'allerchez rilOll ami 
Louis Teissier;c'est un brave "et honnete homme, 
-qui m'est attache, qui aime nbtre pays; il vous 
donnera tout plein de bons conseils avec zele, et 
vous gardera Ie secret. , ' 

Vous aurez quelquefois a votre table un poetc';, 
,,--oui, ' :Monsieur, • Ull poete :-nous en aVOllS un. 
entin. Procurez vous' un volume 8vo~ Poesies 
H~I'Oetiennes~ imprimees fannle pass~e chez lJfouser, 

, Ii Lausanne. Vouz trouverez entr'autres dans 
l' epitre au jardinier de 130 grotteL voire ami ,et votrc 
parc: Toute 130 prose est devptre 'tres humble 
serviteur, ~ui desire qu'elle trouvegrace devant 
vous. 

, 'Le Comte de Cagliostro a fait un sejour ~ Lon
dres. On ne sait qui il est, d'ou il est, d'ou il ti~"e' 
son argent; it exerce gratis Ses talens pour 1a. 
medecine; iI'a fait des C!lres ildmirables; mais c' est 
d'ailleurs Ie compose Ie plus' etrange. J'ai cesse 
~e prendre ses remMes q Iii m' echaufi'oient-l'homme 
d'ailleurs, me gatoit Ie medecin. J e suis revenu -a. 
.Basle aveC m,~ll ami. Adieu; recl"ivez moi leplw.
tOt possible. 
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N° CI..XXIII.. 

1JI. GIBBON 11 M. DEYVERDUN. 

Hampton Court, ce 1 Juillet, 1783. 

ApHis avoir pris ma resolp.tion, l'honneur, et.ce 
qui V:lllt encore mieux l'amitie, me defendent de 
vous Iaisser un moment dans l'incertitude. J E 

PARS. Je vous en donne rna paroleo'et c01lll}1e je 
suis bien aise de me fortifier d'un :nouveau lien, je 
vous prie tr~s. ierieusement de ne pas m'en dis
penser. Ma possessio~ sans doute. ne val,lt pas. 
celie de J qlie; mais vous serez plus inex~rable que 
St. Preux. J e . ne sens plus qu'une vive impatience 

. pour notre r6union. Mais Ie moi~ d'Octobre', es~ 
encore loin; 92 jours, et ;nous aurons tout Ie tems 
de prendre, et de nous donner des ec1aircissemens 
llont nous avons besoin. Apr~s uriniur ex:amen, 
je renonce au voyage de. George :Suisse, qui me. 
paroit incertain,' cheret difficile.apr~s tout mon 
-valet de. chainbreCtrna biblioth~que sont. Ies deux 
. articles les plus embarrassans. Sijel!e retenois.pas. 
rna plume, je remplirois sans peine la feuille; rnais 
il ne faut pas' passer du silence a un babil intarissa
ble. . Seulement si, je connois Ie Comte de Cag-:
liostm, eet homme extraordinaire, &c. Savez' vous
Ie Latin? oui, sansdoute; rnais faites, comme si je 
ne Ie sa.vois point. Quand retoumez vousa. Lau,
£anne vous meme? Vale. 

I 

N" 
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N° CLXXIV. 
jJfad~ DE GEN~FS a if. G~B~oiv, 

, • St. Leu, ce .'3 Juillet, 1783. 

: QUOIQUE je doiv:e craind,re~ Monsieur; que VOU$ 

.n~m'ayez absolument oubliee, je ne puis refuser a 
JIlon frere une lettre pour une' personne 81- ju~te
ment,celebI;.e; il a Ie plus grand desir de faire con-

,noissance avec VOij.S, Monsieur. ,Il sait que j'ai .eu 
l'av~ntage de vou~' voir dans Ie court espace de: 
tem~ que vous avez passe a Paris il y it sept ou hutt 
ans. l'ai el\ l'honneur depuis de vous ecrire- deux 
fois et de vous envoyer Le-Thedtre d'Education. Je 
,n'ai point re!;u d~ reponse, ainsi jetrouve moi m~~e' 
ql;l'il y abi~n de,la presomption a vous impor~ner 

, encore par ,une nouvelle lettre, mais j'ai saisi avec 
plus d'empressement que de corifiance un~ occasion. 
:de me ,rap peller a votre souvenir et d~ vouS renou
,yeller l'assurance des sentimens qu'il est impossible 
,de ne pas vous conse!V~r quando on a eu l'l!-v~ntage 
,de YOUS c,onnoitre et Ie plaisir de lire vos ouvrages. 
J'ai l'honneur d'etre, Monsieur, votre tres humble' 
:et tres obeissante Servante, . 

. Du ERES'1', Comtesse de GENLIS. 

N° CLXXV. 
EDWARD GIBBON, Esq. to tke Righ6-Honourable 

, Lord SHEFFIELD. 

, July 10th, 1783. 

You will read the' following lines with more 
',p'l-tience and attention than you would pro"ba~ly 
.' gIve 
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give to an hasty conference, perpetually jnterrup~d 
by the opening of ,the door, . and perhaps by' the 
quickness of our own tempers~' I neither expect 
. nor ,desire' an. answer on. ai .SubjeCt 'Of extreme im.;. . 
. portance to myself,· but'which friendship alone can 
render interesting to' you. We shall soon meet at 
Sheffield~ . '. 

It is ~eedless to repeat the reflections-which we"' 
have sometimes debated together, and which 1 have 
often seIiously weighed in my silent solitary walks. 
, Notwithstanding . your' active and .ard¢nt spiri~ 
you Jllust, allow that there is some perplellity in r.ny 
present situation, and that my future prospects are 
distant and cloudy_ 1 have lived to~ 'long ·in the 
world to entertain a very -sanguine idea of the 
friendship or zeal of ministerial patrons ; and 'we 
are all sensible how much the powers of patronage 
are reduced~. .., «0'... ..' <It" ... 

At th& end of the PArliament, or· rather long before 
that time, (fot their lives are not worth a year's'pul'-

. chase,) out Ministers ate kickeddowIl stairs, and r
am left their disinterested friend; to 'fight through 
another opposition, and to expect the fmits of 
another revolution. But I will take a more favour-. 
able supposition, and Q9nceive'!llyselfin six months . 
finrily seated at the board of Customs; before the 
end or the n€!xt: sIx: months I should, infallibly 
hang myself. Instead of regretting my disappoint. 
ment; t rejoice in my escape ; 'as I am satistied that 
no salarycbuld pay me for the irksomeness of at,:' 
t~ndanceJ and the dl'udg~ryofbusin~s~so re~ui~,>' 

. vot. II~ X: " na~t,' 
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nant to my taste, (and I will dare to say,) so unM 

wor~y~( my character .. With<;>ut looking·f<?r,. 
wards to the possibility; .still. more remote, of 'ex~ 
changing that laborious office for a smaller.annuitY) . 
then~ is surelya.notJ-ler plan, more l'easonable,.more 
simple, and more pleasant,; ~ temporary retreat. to 
a quiet and less expensive scene., In a fouryears 
residence at Lausanne, I should live within myjn
come, 'save,' and evenacculIlulate, my ready money;' 
finish my History, an, object of profit, as ,well as 
fame, expect the contingencies of. elderly lives, 
aDs:l return to.England at the age of fifty, to form 
'~lasting indepe:rident establishment, without court~, 
ing the smiles ofa Minister, or apprehendipg the 
dowufal ~f a party .. Such have been my serious 
6Qber. reflections. , Yet I much question, whether 
I ~hould have found. courage to follow my reR&on 
and my inclination~ if.a friend had not ~stretched 
his hand to draw me out of the dirt. The twentieth 
of last May I wrote to my friend Deyverdun, after 
a long interval of silence, to expose my. situation, 
and to consult i~ what manner Imight best.ar
range myself at LaJ,lsanne .. From his answer, whiCh 
~ received about. a fortnight ago, I.have the ple~
s\lre to learn, that h~ heart and his house are both 
.open for my reception;. that a family which h~ 
had lodged (or. some years i~f about to l,eave him, 
and that at no other time my company could have 
been so acceptable and convenient. I' shall step, 
.at my arriv~, into' an exceUent apartment and .~ 

. delightful situati,on; the fa!r divisio.n .of o:ur ex,-. 
pen~es ~ill relld~r thcII!',very moderate, alld I shall 

, pass 
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pass my time-with the companion.-of'my youth, 
whose temper' and studies have always been. con
genial to my~wn. I have givenhi~ my woi:d of 
honour to be at-'Lausanne in the begin~ing ,or 
October, and no power, or persuasion can .divert 
me from this IRREV(}CA:8LE 'resolution,whicp. I am 
every day proceeding to execute; 
, I wish" but I scarcely hope,' to convince you of 

the propriety of my scheme; but at least you:will 
allow; that when we are not' able, to prevent the 
fo/liesof oUf friends, we should strive,to render 
them' as easy, ,and harmless as possible; Thear
mngement of my house, furniture; andbo9ks ~i1l 
be left to meaner hands, but it is to yopr zeal and' 
judgment alone that I can trust die more'im~ 
portant disposal of ,Lenborough and"" ,..' '* '*., On 
these subjects we may go inte a committee at Shef-: • 
field-place, but yeiu' know it is the rule of acorn..; 
mittee;not to' hear' any, arguments, against the 
principle of the' bill. At present I shall onlyob
serVe, -that' neither of theseilegoc~ations ought to ' 
detain me here; the former may be dispatched as 
well" the latter much better, in'my absence:' Vale; 

, , .. 

Ne CLXXVI.' .,' J :.. . 

Mo' .GIBBON a, M. DEYVERDuN.· 
- -

Sheffif;Id-piace, Ie, 3 i J uillet, ) 783. • 

: .vonE,papier s'estfurieusement,rapetisse; YO!!$ 
, avez si bien re~J:anche, Ie superfl~, que vous oubliel1; 
fessentie1, et ce-n'est que par de~ conjectures.iines 
'et savantes que, je devine ia;date du terns et du 

x 2 lieu. \ 
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lieu, QUant a, moi je suis actuellement au ch! .. 
teau de MilordSheftkld, a quarante milles de -
Londres; ce qui ajoute deux jours pour l'arrivee et 
kMpart.du courier. Je re~ois votre Iettre Ue ne 
sals du quantieme) "Ie so· Juillet de l'an de grace 
1783, je reponds. <Iu 31du dit mm& et de' Ja dite 
annee. Le zeIe neserallentit point .pour ·la con .. 
somniation du grand reuvre. Je sens votre pro
cede delicat et genereux, et quoique je n'eusse pu 
ete facJ1e de trouver dans votre fermete un appui 
a la mienne, mon inclination est si bien affermie 
sur la base' iriebranlable' de l'inclination et de la 
raison, que je ne crains plus les obstacles exterieut5, 
ni interieurs. Des que j'ai ose fixer moh depart, 
les nuages qui Ie couvroient se sont evanouis; Ies 
.montagnes s'aplanissoiellt devant moil et les dra~ 
gons qui s'etoient presentes sur ma route, se sont , 
apprivoises.. La semaine passee, je frappai Ie gl'and 
coup par Ia (!as&ation du bail de roa' maison de 
Bentinck-street; et apres Ie mois de Septembre; 
si je ne couche pas a Lausannef je coucllerai dan! 
Ia rue. Mes ditferens bo~nets de nuit s'arrangent 
tous les jours, avec beaucoup d'ordre etde fa~lite. 
Lord She1field lui m~me, ce terrible St. George,. 

. v.rai champion de l'..'\ngleterre, s'est rendu ames 
raisons, ouplut6t aux. v~ttes., 11 est (!harme du 
tableau de votre premihe lettre, et malgre l'ac .. 
tivite 'de son ame, au lieu de ,me candatpner, il me. 
porte envic; et nous disputons (up. peu en l'air) 
$ur Ie 'projet d'une visite que lui, son aimable com~ 
pagne et sa fiile ainee, se proposenl de nous faire 
dans. deux ans aux hords du Lac Leman. Bien 

loin 
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loin de combattre mon dessein, il me ~on5eil1e, U 
me ,secondedans l'executioIl; et je n'aurai pas 
besoin de recourir atilt lumieres de votreami .Louis 
Teissier, d'autant plus que pour les menus detaIls 
de Ia correspondance ttranghe, je trouve dans Ie 
libraire Elmsly un cons~iller sage, instruit et dis
aet.. • .. .. .. .. .. .,·co 

Votre calcul de Ia depense de fa. m~ison surpasse; 
non pas absolument mes moyen.&, mais un peu mes 
esperances et mes conjetttlres. La consommation 
en Suisse n'est point chargee d'impOts; Ie yin, Y 
coule comme l'eau de fontaine; votrejardin pro. 
-duit des fruitset des legumes. Se, peut-il que 
vingt ou' trente.;Louis 86 depens(!nt tous ,les mois 
pour Ie pain, Ia viande, Ie bois, .Ia chandelle,. 

, quelque peu de viJ? etran.ger, les dorqestiques de Ia 
cuisine, &c.? Je me flatte que dll-ns l'incertitude, 
·vous avez cave au plus fort; mais epfin tout ce 
'detail se reglera 5uivant nos goutS et nOS facultes; 
et un mois d'experience sera plus instructif que 
cent pages de raisonnemens.' La comparaison que 
vous me demandez de mori menage de'Londres,ne 
llleneroit a. Tien. A la ~gueur je ne ti~ns pas 
maison; je ne donne presque jamais a. manger: . en 
byver je dine assez rarement che?! moi; je ne 
soupe jamais; et une partie assez considerable de, 
Ia depense (celIe des clubs et des t4Vern~a) n'entte 
point dans Ie compte de la maison. Ma nourriture 
domestiquen'excMe pas toutefois votre calcul 
Lausannois; mais je sens ia difference entr~ Ie petit 
~ouvert tristeet mesquin d'un J~ar~on, et la table 

xS ' .honnete 
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: honnHe 'e't hospitaliere de deux amis, qui aUTont' 
d'autres amis, &c;· 'c ' 

. V otre idee de masquer mes grandes operations est 
-de la plus profonde politique; mais les declarations, 
. etmeme les demilfches qui seront necessaires pour 
me retirer deja Chambl:e des Communes, dedare
rant un peu trop t6t "l'etendue de mes projets. 
Cep«?ndant Oll peut :tirer quelque' parti de cette 

,honnete dissimulation, pour' calmer un peu les 
scrupules, et les regrets des dame,S agees que vous 

,cpnnoissez, et que vous neconnoissez pas. Mais 
Ie moyen Ie plusefficacepour artHer, OU pour ne 
pas ecouter les mauvais discouTs, c'est des'y,de-. 
rober par une prompte fuite, etdepuis -que rna re-

, solution a ete prise, je compte les' jaurs' et. les 
momens. Le'10du moisprochainje retoumerai a. 
,Londres, ou je' travaillerai vivement a. preparer ce 
grand ,changement' d'etat. J'attends taus les jours 
la reponse de Madame Gibbon', a qui j'ai tache de' 
persuader qu'une entrevue de trois au quatre jours 
a Bath; seroit mains, douce qu'amere a 'to~l~ lei 
dellX. Si eUe se rend, ou fait sernbJant de se ren
dre a mes, raisons, je'compte que tout . sera fini la 
premiere,oudu ~oins la seconde semaine de Sep
tembre, et comme je couperai droit par I~ Cham
pagne, et laFranche-Comte, je pourrois fort bien 
me trouver a. Lausanne vers Ie 20 oule 25 de ce 
mois 13., suppose toujours que cette promptitude 
VOUS convienne, quevotre niaison' sera libre, et 
que vous y serez' rendu vous in~me. J'~vois 
qllelque idee de me detournerpar Stra.sbourg, de 
vou.s prendre a BasIe, et de passer avec vous par 

Berne, 
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Berne, &c" niais, 'tout bIen consider~, j'aime mieu~ 
abreger Ie 'grand ,voyage et reserver cette· pr9me-:, 
nade (si 'nous avionsenvie de -la faire) pour une 
saison plus tranquille. J'attends votre ,reponse· 
dans une trentame de jours; . mais sans l'attendre je' 
vous ecrirai de Londres, 'pour 'continuer 16 ,fil, de' 
l'histoire, et peut-etre pour vous ~harger~e quelques 
achats de li~res, .qui se feront plus commodemeni a 
Basie qU'a Lausanne. VOllS ~e me donnez point 
de commissions. 'Cependant ce pays n'est pas 
sans industfie." Milord et Milady Sheffield ~ous 
embrassent t~es amicalement. Ce sera pour moi 
la perte la plus sensible. 

N° CLXXVII. '. 
EDW 4RD GIBBON, Esq. to the Right Honourable 

Lord SHEFFIELD. . 

Monday, August 18th; 1783. ' 

IN the preparation ,.of my j~uriiey I' 4av~ not 
felt any Circumstance . more deeply than tlwkind 
concern of Lady Sheffield and the silent grief of' 
Mrs. Porten. Yet the age of my friends makesa 
very essential difference. 'I ca~' sc~rceIy hope 
ever' to· see my aunt ,again; but 1 flatter myseit;' 
that ~n less than two years,. my sistep"'" will make 
me a visit, and that in less than four,.1 shall re
turD. ~t with a :~heerful 'heart at Sheffield-plac~: 
B~siness ac;lvances; this momiIig my ~ookswere 
slupped. for Rouen, and will reach Lausanne almost 

• Meaning Lady Sheffield. 
x4 as 
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as soon as myself. On Thursday morning tbc 
bulk of tbe library IUoves.from, Bentinck-street" to 
Downing-stre~t._ I shall escape f~o~ the nQise to 
}Jampt!>n Court, and.spen~ three or four days in 
taking leave •. I want to know your Ptevise mo
tions, what day, Y01,l.arrive in town, w\lether. YOll 

)-1sit Lord * ~ ,., ,., * ,., .before the races, &c. I am 
nqw impatient to he gone, and shall only wait for 
a last interview with you. Your medley of judgesJ 

advocates, politicians, &c.- is rather fl,siful thaI\
pleasant. T~wn is avast ~olitude. _ ~dieu. 

~o CLXXVIII. 

, EDWARD GIBBON, Esq. to the Right Honourable 
Lord SHEFFIELD. 

BentincIr.street, Aug. 20th, 178S. 

1 AM now concluding one of t~e most unplea. 
saut days of niy life. Will the day of our meeting 
again be accompanied witp pr9portio:q.abl~ satisfac.. 
tion?~ Tpe business of preparation :wiIl ~erve _ to 
agitate and diyer~ my thoughts j but J do. no~ like 
your brooding over melancholy ideasjn your soli
tude, and I heartily wish that both you and my 
dearLady S. would imme<;liately go over and pass 
a week at Brighton. - ~uch is ol,lr imperfect na· 
ture, that dissipation is a far more efficacious rem e·, 
dy than Teflection. At all events, let me hear from .. - '. -
you soon. I have passed the evenIng at home, 
without gaining. any intelligence. 
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N° CLXXIX. 

)If. DEYVERDUji a M. GIBBO.N. 

De NeucM.tel, Ie 20 Aofit,17B3 • 

. IL y a long terns que je n'ili ~t~ aussi mecontent 
de moi ~ue je Ie suis dans ce moment; j'ai fait par' 
l'evenement une grande ~tourderie; j'ai manque a 
ceux qui me quittent, et a celui -qui vient me join
dre; enfin je me suis tr~s_ mal conduit; M.··~, 
qui loge chez moi, me pal'oissoit si di"spose' a quit
ter rna maison, qU3.!ld je partis au printems, que 
ne doutant pas qu'il ne trouvat a s'arranger pen.; 
dant tout l'ete,je la regardois deja d'avance comme 
vacante. . Le plaisir extreme que j'avois a vous 
I'otfrir, n'a pas peu contribue asoutenir cette illu
sion; enfin n'entendant parler cependant de rien, 
je lui ai ecrit, apres avoir re~u il y a six 'jours 
votre demiere, et il vient de me repondre qu'il h'a 
rien trouve encore, mais qu'iln'epargnera ni soins 
ni depenses, pour deloger, je ne lui, ai" au reste 
point marque dequoi it ~toit question; mais je rai 
prie de me dire aquelle epoque~l croyoit que rna 
maison poux:roit etre vacante.· J e lui recrirai de
,main, car il me paroit qu'il est pique, . et tel que je 
Ie coimois, malgre ce que je pourrai lui marquer, 
it sera. fort empresse a decamper; mais malgrecela, 
il ne f:}out plus'compter sur la mai~n enti~re pour 
votre arrivee. ' 
, J e vous demande mille pardons, mon cher ami, 

je me mets a votre merci; et en verite si vous me 
yoyiez en ce -moment, vous auriez pitie de moi. 

. Que 
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Que nous rest~t-il a faire? car entin il ne fiut pas 
perdre la tete. J'ai un appartement de deux cham-, 
bres Sans lit, et deux petits cabinets, ou vous pour. 
riez~tre passablement;' en attendant que Ia maison 
m.t tout a fait Iibre; Ie tout est a plein pied de Ia 
terrasse; je me, procurerois' un Iogement au· bOllt 
de ,mon jardin, et nous pourrions nous. faire ~ppor
tera manger" chose pratique~ par liombre de 
Grands Seigneurs, enti'autres par Monseigneur Ie 
Margrave d' 4-nspach., 2. Ou 'bien louer up.. a~. 
partenl(~nt garni que nous occuperons .ensemble., 
Ou cntin 3. passer l'hyver dans queUe autre ville. 
du Continent qu'il. vous plaira choisir, ou j'irai 
vous joindre et vous porter. mes excuses. . U ne, 
retlexi~n que je fais dans ce moment-ci, et qui 
~e sonsole un peu, c'est, que dans votre pre
miere lettre, votre resolution ne tenoit' point a 
rna maison, nimeme a. l'idee de Ioger et vivre 
avec moi. Ce second articl~ aura toujours lieu,' 
~il ~vous convient,' et Ie premier ne sera que 
differe; ainsi appaisez-vous, mon cper ami, par-: 
donnez-moi, et ecrivez-moi tout de _ ltuite Iequel 
,de ces partisvous convient Ie mieux, ·po'ur que je 
m'yconforrne; ou si. VOllS en irnaginez un nou~ 
"''tau, annoncez-Ie-rnoi. U ne refle~io.Il; qui contri
bue encore a me consoler, c'est qu~pendant Ie 
terns quenous carnperons ainsi, en quelque ma
nitre; nousaurons Ie terns de bien voir.autour de 
nous, et qe nous arranger a notre aise, d'une ma
niere stable et commode pour notre etablissernent. 
Encore, une foi8 cependant,' mon cher ami, mille 
pardons. 

Milord 
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Milord Sheffield s'est pton~re plus r~isonnable 
,que je ne l'aulOis -ern; diantre! n'allez pas dire 
cela a sa seigneurie; nrais dites-Iui, je vaus prie, 
combien me plait l'espoit, d'avoit l'honneur de Ie 
connoitre; je vois encore d'ici son beau pare et Ie 
,charmant ruisseau. Son suffrage dans des circon
lltances qui ,doivent sans doute Ie prevenir contre 
moi, me fait Ie plus grand plaisir, parceque.j~ Ie 
regarde comme ,une' bien forte preuve ,que fOUS 
prenez un parti convenable a votre' bonheun Des 
commissions, Je ne saurois trop que vous.dire dans 
ceo moment; comme vous avez une maison montee, 
,l'OY ezs'il n'y auroitpas des choses anglaises aux
queUes vous ~tes.accoutuIPe, ,et qui yous feroient 
plaisir" on 'en pourro~t remplir une caisse. Uri ser
vice de cette porcelaine de .Bath, par exemple~ 
nous conviendroit, ce me semble, assez. , . 
: U ne de mes craintes mailltenant, c'est que cette 

, , lettre ne vous parvienne peut-Hre point avant' 
votre depart; cela seroit tres facheux. Toujours 
aurai-;je sbin de me iro,uver a' Lausanne, au moins 
.vers Ie. milieu du mois prochaiIi. Des couriers, 
.comme celui que vous amenez, soot ordinairement 
de vrais domestiques de Grands. Seigneursichers et 
importans ;mais vous les connoitrez en route. Ne 
soyez pas trop fache contre moi, du contretem& 
que je vous.annonce, et pensez qu'il' y' a cntin un 
apparte~ent honnete de ga:r~on~ ma terrasse,' mon
jardi,n et votre amI, 'lui ~e peuventvous man
quer::-

Tout a yous, 
·D. 

N° 
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.' N° CLXXX. 

EDWAltD "GIBBON, $sq. to th~ Right Honourable 
. 'Lord. SUEFFIELD. ' 

Friday, Augllst22d.1783. 

I All astonished withyout apparition and flight, 
and '3lJl at a loss to conjecture the mighty and 
sudden business of" .. * .. *, which could 
notbe delayed till next week. Timeo" *' • * .. 
their selfish cunning, and your sanguine unsuspect. 
ing spirit. ·N ot dreaming of your arr!val, I thought 
itunnecessary to apprise you, that! delayed my visit 
to Hampton to this day; on Monday I shall return, 
and will expect you Tuesday evening, either in Ben· 

~ tinck or Downing-street, as you like best. You 
have seen the piles of learning accumulated in, 
your parlour; the transportation will be achieved 
to' day, and Bentinck-streetis already reduced to a 
light, ignorant haqitation, which I shall inhabit 
till about the 'first of September; four days must 
be allowed for clearing and packing; these I shall 
spend in Downing-street, and after seeing you a 
~ot:nent on your return, I shali start about Satur. 
day the sixth. London is a desert, and life, 
without books, business, or society, will be some
what tedious. From this state, you willjudge that 
your plan coincides ,-ery well, only I think you 

-should give me the whole of Wednesday. in. Ben· 
tinck-street. With regard to Bushy, perhaps as a. 
compliment to. Lord L. you had better defer it till 
your return. I admire Gregory 'Yay, and should 
envy him, if I did not possess, a disposition some .. 

what 
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what similar to his- own. My ladywiU be reposed; 
and. restored at Brighton; the torrent of Lords-, 
Judges, &c. a proper remedy for you, was a medi
cine ill-suited to herconstitutiori. I tend~rl!J. 
emb.race her. 

N°CLXXXI. 
EDWARD GIBBON, Esg. to" .. .. .. lit •• 

:MyLoRD, • 

I AM ignorant (as I ought to be). of the present. 
state of our negociations. of peace; llam)ikewise 
ignorant how far I· may appear qualified to co
operate in this important and salutary work. If, 
from any advantages'oflanguage or local connec
tions, your lordship should think that my services 
m}ght be usefully empJo'yed, particularly in any 
future intercourse with the Court of France, permit 
me to say, that my love of ease and literary lefsure 
~hall never stand in competition with the obligations 
of duty and gratitude which lowe to his.Majesty'~ 
government. . 

I am, with the highest respect, 
My L?rd, &c. 

N° CLXXXII. 
EDWARD GIBBON, .ESfJ. to tke Rigllt, Honourable 

- Lad!! SHEF~I.ELD: .. . 

Bentinck-street; August 
rth DEAR FalExD, :lOth, 1783. 

FOR the names of Sheffelin~ &e. are too playfu~ 
for the serious temper of my mind. In the ~hole 

. period 
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period of my life I,do not ,recollect a day in which 
1 . felt more unpleasant 'sensations, ,than that :on 
which ,J took my leave of Sheffield-place. . I foi~ 
got.my friend.Deyverdun, and.the fair'prospect of, 
quiet and happiness which aw:aits me at Lausanne;. 
I lo~t sight of our almost certain ~eeting at the 
~nd of a term, which, at our age, cannot appear 
'very distant; nor could! a:lluse my uneasiness with 
the hopes, the more doubtful prospect, of your 
visit to Switzerland. The agitation of preparing 
every thing for my departuloe has, in some degree, 
diyerted these melancholy thoughts; ,yet I still 
'look, forw.ards to ,the decisive day (to-morrQ'~ 
se'nnight)with 'an anxiety of which yourself and 
Lord Sheffield have the principaJ share. " . 

Surely never any thi:pg was so unlucky as the un':' 
seasonable death, of Sir John Russel, ,on his passage 
t<? his friend at Sheffiel<i-:-place, which' s!Jstrongly
reminded. us -of the instability of hu~an, life and, 
human expectations. The inundCJ.tion of the assizes, 
lllust have distressed and overpowered you ; but I 
hope and I wish to hear from yourself" that the air 
of your favourite Brighton, the bathing, and the 
quiet society of two or three friends have composed 
and revived your spirits. Present my love to Sarah, 
and compliments 'tol\fiss Carter, &c. Give me a . , 

, speedy and satisfactory line. 
I am most truly yours. 
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N°CLxxxnt . 
EDWARD GIBBON"Esq. to tile Right Han. Lo.rd 

SHEFFIELD. ., .. 
DowniDg.stre~t,. Sept; 8th, 1783 •. 

As we are not unconscious of each Qther'sfeel;;. 
ings, I shall only say". that I am gla4 you did not 
go a,lone. into Sussex;. an 4\mericaQ. rebel~ to di~ 
pute with giv,es a diversion to uneasy spirits,~nd I 
heartily wished for such a friend or adversary Quripg 
the remainder of the day. 'No letter from Deyver:
dun; the post is arrived, but two Flande!s mails are 
due. lEolus does not seem' to· ,approve of myde-: 
signs, and there is little merit in waiting till Friday. 
I should wait with more reluctance, ~id I think 
there was much chance of· success.· I dine with 
Cra:tifurd, and if any thing is decided, will send ail 
extraordinary Gazette. Y ou'have, obliged, me be
yond expression, by your kindness toauu,tK;itty;t 
she, will drink her: afternoon. tea at . Sheffield next 
Friday. Fo! my sake Lady Sheffield will be kind t~ 
the old lady, who will not be troublesome, :and will 
vanish at the nrst idea of Brighton. Has' not, that 
salubrious air already produced someefft:cts?: P.eace 
will be proclaimed to-morrow;, odd! as-war' was 
never declared. The buyers of stock seem. as in
different as yourself about: the definitive treaty. 
T~il Maria" that though you had~ forgotten the 

-Mr. Silas Deane, forme~ly iD~jplomatic situati~n at Paris; 
a man well-informed in the commercial relation$ of $eVelal'cpun. 
tries; . . 
'. t Mrs. Porten. . 
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Annales de la Vertu, I have directed them to be 
ient, but know nothing of their plan or: merit. 
Adieu. When you see my Lady, say every thing 
tender and friendly to her. I did not know how 
mqCih I loved her .. She may depend upon my keep
ing ~ separate, though not perhaps a. very frequent 
account with her. A propos, I, think aunt Kitty 
has a secret wish to sleep in my room; if it is not 
o¢cupied, she 'might be- indulged., Once more, 
adieu. 

N° CLXXXlV. 

Jl;l. GIUBON a M. DEYVERDUN. 

Downing-street, a Londres, Ie 9 Septembre, 1783 •. _ 

SELON rna q,iligence ordinaire je repondis Ie ,31 
J uillet a l'otre lettre sans' date, .re~ue Ie jour aupa .. 
ravant.' Jevoyois coulerle mois d'Aout, fortement 
persuad~, qu'il ne s'acheveroit point, sans m'apporter ' 
votre ultimatum. N ous voici au 9 Septembrel 
qU'arantejours depuis rna missive, et je' n'ai point 
enCOl'e devos nouvelles! ,II estvrai q~e deS vents 
,contraires nous retiennent deux malles de Flandres, 
et vos dep~ches peuvent et doivent s'y trouver. 
Mais si elles:.ne m'apportent rien de,votre part, je 
serai tres ~tonne, et pas moins embar!ass~. Se peut
il que vos lettres, ou les mie'nnes se soient egarees 

\ en chemin? etes vaus mort? ~tes vous malade? 
avez vo~s change d'avis? ~st-il surveJ,lu des diffi
cult:es?' Je vous ai ecrit de nouvea.u Ie 19 Aoutj 
mais l'incertitude de mes craintes me faiten,core 
4asarder ce billet. -Apl'es des travaux inouis, j'ai 

. enfin. 



.l:DW,ARll G1BBON, :ESQ..' 3!U 

tnfin brise tousmes liens,' et' depuis ma. resolution' 
je n'ai pas eu un instant de regrets; 'ma vive impa..; 
tiencese fortiqe tous .les jours,' et. depui~ que j'ai· 
abandorine ma maison et ma bibliotheque,-l'ennui 
a prete des mlcs. a I'esperance et a; l'amitie. Enfin 
Javois fixe mon depart' au commencement ,de l~ 
semaine; a cette heure iI· est renvoye a Vendredi 
prochain;. 1 ~ d~ ce mois, dans! b. 'Supposition ,tori. ... 
jour,s d'un~ lettre de. votre· pal;t, ,car je rie . saurois 
entreprendre ma course ~ans ~tre assure de la ,re.. 
ception qui IJl'attend au bout; J e me ferai toujours 
precedcr par un mot de billet; :mais)a saison es' 
tellement orageuse, qu'il me sera impossible:; d'arr~ 
ter Ie jour de mon arrivee a Lausaru"e"jusqu'a ce 
queje me voye en 8urete au~ela de la mer. 'Adieu~ 
Vous devez ~tre .de r~tour' a Lausa~tie. AnnonQez 
moi aux enfans de mes anciennes connoissances. 

" ' 

. ' 

~DWARD GIBBoN,' Esq. to the Rigktf/o'llourable 
Lord SHEFFIELD. ' 

, ' 

'Thursday, September: 11th, 1783 •. 

THE s~heme·(whichyoumayimpartto my L~dy) 
is completely vanished, an<:l I $OPport the' disap- . 
J>ointment with heroic patience. Craufurd goes 
down to Chatsworth to-morrow, and Fox does not, 
recommend 'my. waiting for the :e\tent;, yet: the 
appointment is not yet declaredl ~nQ I ani ignotan~ 
pf ,the~ ~~ ,an4 ~er.its oLmy §~c<;e§.sfp.l compe: .. - ~. 

• qt&Pjn, .a.~Jle,,&:e~!1~Y to ~1a~£JIl.PI!-~5J to i,ali;. 
i;:YO~. l~. ' T . ~itor. 
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. titqr. Is it nof wonderful that I ,am still, in sus"! 
pence,without a letter fr~m Heyverdun? . No, it 
is not wonderful, since no Flanders mail-is arrived~ 
to-morrow three will bedue~ I am therefore in a 
miserable state of doubt and an·xiety;. in a much 
better hoitse indeed than. my own; but without 
books, or business, or society. I send or call two 

. or three times_each day to Elmsly's, and' can only' 
say. that-I shall fly the next day, Saturday,Sunday" 
&c. -after'! have got my quietus • .. No news, ex-' 
tept that ·we keep Negapatnam. The other day 
the French Ambassador mentioned that the"Em~ 
press ,of Russia,' a preeious --'-, ,had proposed 
to· ra:tify the principles of the armed neutrality, by 
a definitive treaty; but that the French, obligin~ 
~reatUl:esl had declared, that t4ey would neither 
propose nor accept an article· so disagreeable to 
England. Grey Elliot, was pleased with your at
tentioll, and says .you. are a perfect master of the 
subject.'" ,Adieu. If I could be sure that no mail 
~ould arrive' to--morrow, I would run down witTi 
my .aunt. - My heart is not light. I' embrace. my 
Lauywith, trtieaffection, but I need not repeat it. 

. . 

N° CLXXXV1 . 

. ~ord LOUGHBOROUGH tfJ .EDW~RD GIBBON, Esq: 
l\b 'DEA.R .SIR, Bcdford-squlI(re, Sept. nth, 1783. 

, THIS is:not lite~ly but not.far from it, the first 
. tiIllesince I have at~elll1>ted to. write; when you 

_. ~Policy: or Great Britain towards America. . • 
; . did 
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did me the favour to call, I was less able to speal,<. 
My disorder, which, in 5u~stance, I beli,cve, W3.11 
gout, assum~4' so, different a form that it ~islerl: 
my medical fri~nds; and in the p~zle I have suf- . 
fered mofe, and been more seriously in danger than 
-j ever was. At present I recovers~nsibly, but very 
slowly; and I am t(j try 'about the middl~ of ,the 
.week,a very slow journ,eY,to ,Buxton. . .. 

Your letter ,,'as a rear addition to my complaints 
, at the time I received it, and I cannot yet bring 
niyseif to. look, -at it with a: heaithy eye. Many 
selfish considerations mingle' thelilselveswithtpy 
jud~ment upon it, a~d,..no doubt, bias my op.inion. 
I extremely regret the loss of your society; which 
in a more -settled state than the' late' times hav~ 
afforded, I hoped to have enjoyed rribre frequently.
'1 am confident that not c,mlyL'Ord North, Imt some 
bther friends of yours, whd'; if aIiY thiiIg is permit- . 
neni, would have found their cbnseqacnce increase, 
never, wOllldhave' . lost sight of yoht· ·'object. 
Absence dela:ts and slacken§' the 'most: ,at!tiveput-: 
suits of one's fi'iends, and though some of us ,viII 
miss you too 'often to. forget. we shaH want to co.n
'jure you back again 'to. remind others .. 

I shall beg the favo.ur of LOrd Shef{ield- to, do 
no.thing about your seat witho.ut apprizing me. 
:My state of. health drives me 'as fast as I -can to 
Buxton, and.the moment I. feeLmyself re-esta
bJished, a thous~nd cares" will bring me back to 
,Londoll. I do not proposC? :tobe~gol1e .a,boye a 
,month; and I trust Y9u will not ,havcf,taken, y~>ur 

. y'.~ .' depa~tLU~e .. 
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"departure before, the 10th of next month, wh~~I 
'pope to see you. 

I ever am, my dear Sir, 
, y o.ur's most sin<,:erely, 

LOUGHBOROVGU. 

N° CLXXXVII~ 
,.EJ)~ARD GIBBON" Esq. to the Right Honourable 

, Lora SHEFFIELD. " ; 

:powning-stre~t, Friday, Sept. 12th,,1783. " 

SINCE my departure is near, and inevitable~ you 
and, Lady Sheffield will be rather sorry than glad to 
hear that! am detained, day aft!!r day, by the caprice 
of the winds" A state of suspence is painful, but 
it will be alleviated by the short." notes ~hi9P I 
mt;an tO,'write, m;id hope., tQ receive, ,every post. 
A separation, has some advantages, though they 
are purchased with bitter pangs; among them i~ 
the pleasure of knowing how dear we are to our 
friends, and how dear they are to us. It will be a 
)ond office to sooth aunt KittY's so,rr~'~s~ ,~d, "'to 

_,Jock, the cradle of d~clining age/' She will b!! 
vexed to hear that I.-am not yet gone i b~tshe is. 
reasonable and -chee,rfuL Adieu.' :Most truly yours:. 

N°' Cr.XXXVIII. 

The Same to the Same. 
Downing-street, Satur4ay, September 13th, '1783. 

,- Enfiia la bombe: a. creve.,,:-The three Flanders 
mails are arrived this day, but without any letters 
'from Dey-verdun. Most incomprehensible! After 

many 
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many adverse reflections, 1 have fi!ll111y r~olved ~q .. 
begin my joumey on' Monday;. a heavy jOJlrn~y~ 
,with much apprehension.., and much, reg~et. . X e~ 
,I conside,r, firs.t, That if he is alive and w~ll, (111,1-
,unpleasant ij;) scarcely !lny event can havtl hap
pened to disapp~int our mutual wishes; a~d;2dly, 
That, supposing. t\le very \Vorst, evet1t~at wor~;t 
. would not overthrow my general.plan. of living 
abroad, though it. would derange my'hopes of a 
:quiet and delightful est;a.blishment~~it;h my fri,ellq. 
V pon . the wOOle, without ,giving way' to melal}
.chply'fears, my reason: conjectures th;l,1 his i1}.dq:. 
'lence thought it 'foup~rfluous to write any more, 
'that it was my b~siness to act and move,and hiB 
duty to sit still aFdr~ceive. m~ with open arms. 
:Lo.ndo:p. is a desert. Sir Henry Clintol} 'found pie . 
out this morning: he taJks with rapture 9f visits,to 
be made at Sheffield, and ~etulJleda~iBrighton. ,I 
~envy him :those visits more than .the-red ribbon. 
'Adieu. 

N· CLXXXIX. 
The' Same. to ,tke Same. ,. 

Dover, Wednesday, 17th .Se·p~ember; ~7~3" ' 
" ten o'clock..in 'the' morning. ' . 

THE best laws are useless' without proper guardt
. ans.. Your letter per Sunday's post is not arrived} 

:(as its fate is uncertai:n. !;lnd irrevocable, yo,urnu~t 
repeat any material article;) but that per Monc1ais 

,.post reached meJast night.:·, Oliv~r* , iglIlore' ill-
'. ') I '. solent 

.. ;AIr. Oliv~r Cromwell,'the only male des&ndant hi the Prq
tector ;..a respectable ,Solicitor, with, whom::l 'transacted some' 
\. : " Y 3. busilless' 
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solent thq,n his great-grandfather; but you win 
cope with one, and would 'not 'have been 1I).uch 

"afraid of the other. ;Last night the wind was s~ 
high; that the vessel could ,not 'stir from tYi~ har
bour; this 'day it is :brisk and faIr: 'We are flat
tered with the hope of 'making Ca~ais harbour bI ' 
the same tide; in three hours and a half; but any 
delay wiII leave the disagr,eeable option of a tot
terIng boat or a tossing riiO"ht~ What a-cursed 
thing to live in, an island, fhis step is more awk;' 
ward, than the whole journey! The triumvirate of 
this' memorable embarkation will consist of the 
grand Gibbo~, Henry Laurence, Esq. President of 
Congress; and Mr. Secretary, Colonel,AdmiraJ, 
Philosopher, Thompson, *' attended by three horses, 

,who are not the most agreeable fellow passengers. 
If' we survive, 1 will finish and seal my letter at 
Calais. O~r salvation' shall be ascribed to the 
prayers of my Lady 'and ·Aunt;for I do believ~ 
~hey both,pray~ , ' ' 

Boulogne, Thursday l\Io11ling, Ten o'clock. 
. 1 \, . \ , '~ . 

Instead of' Calais, 'the wind has driven' .us tq 
Bouio~e,where ~we landed in tii'e even~ng, with~ 
~)Ut much noise ~nd diffi~ulty~ r:rhe night j~ nass- , 
~d, thec~stom-~~use i~ di~patche~, the po~t-horses 

• are ordered~ amI i shall start abou't elev~n o'clock. 
I had not the lea&t symptom' of sea-sic~ness, wliil~ 

•• ,' •• \ ... ' I" t·.. . 

business on the par* of Mr. Gibh9n, and why my friend denomi-' . 
'·nates bim proud I can~ot guess. He was a very sensible pIcas-
. tng gentleman.. S.' . ...., , 

:~ Now CO~lltlbu~~l'r\i~ \. 
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my·companions were spewing round me. La~T 
re~ce ha$ read"the pamphlet,· ap.d thinksi(hll$ 
done much mischief.'. A good sign! Adieu. Th~ 
Captain is impatient. I shall reach Lausanne by 
the end of next we~ki but may prQb;tb1y writ,c9IJ 
the road. 

N- CXC; 

EDWARD GIBBON, ESt/.td the Right Honou1"llble 
Lord SHEFFIELP. .' 

LiJngres. 'September 23d, 1783. 

LET the geographical'Marla place before you the 
ri'tap of France, an~ trace mypr<;>gress 'as far as this 
place, through the following towns: Boulogne; 
(where I was forced to land,) St. Omer, (where I 
recov:e~ed my road,) Aire~ .llethune, Douay, Carn
bray, St., Quintin, La F.ere, Laon, Rhe~ms, Chalons, 

. St. Dizier, and Langres; where I haye just finIshed 
my .supper~ Thelnns, in genera~ more agreeable 
to, the palate, than to ,the sight or smell. .13~t, 
with some short fo:x,ceptions of time and place, I have 
enjoyed good weather cind good roads, and at th~ 
end ofthe ninth day, I feel so little fatigued~ th~~ 
thejoumey' appears no· moretllan apl~Q.sant·air .. 
jng. I have gen~rally conversed with Iiofllenmd 
Lord Clarendon, often with Caplin and 1\hff;t, 
so~etimes with, the French postiHiQnsl ~r the 
abovementioned animals the'least rational. To~ 

• Lord Sheffield's Observations on the Commerce of the Arne. 
riean Sfates. . - . 

t His dog. 
v.;\ · 
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morrow' J: lie at· Besan~on, 'and; ,according to t~e 
'arrangement o£ post" .or hired horses, shall either 
sup at Lausanne on Friday, or dine there SaturdayJ 

. From Lausanne I will immediately. write. If 
aunt Kitty's gratiJu~e and good~breeding have not 
driven her away upon the first whisper of Brighton; 
she will share this intelligelice; if she is gone, a 
line from you would be humane andattentive~ 
j\d\eu. : ~ azp. going, into an excellent bed, about 
six feet high from the' ground. , . 

N°CXCI. 

EDWARD GIBBON~ Esq. to the ,Right H(mourabl~ 
., Lord SHEFFIELD.' . 

, Lallsa~ne. September 30th, 178i , 

J ARRIVED ~afe i~ harbour last Saturday, the 
,27th. in~tant,about ten o'clock in the morning; 
hut as the post only 'goes out twice a week, it'was 
llot in my power to write before thls day . ..-Except 
'one day, lletweenLangres and Bes'an~~h,whicli 
Was laborious ,enough, r finIshed my easy andr 
geptle airing without any fatigue~ ~itherof mind 
OJ:' body. I found Deyverdun -well and happy', 
put muchmo.re happy a~ the sight of a friend, aI,ld 
the a<:~omplishmellt of, a scheme which he' had so 

. long and impatiently desired. I!is garden; tel'
, race, and park, have even exceeded the most san:' 

guine 'of my expectations ~d re!11embrances ; and 
yoiJ, yourself cannot have forgotteIl: the channing 
prospect of the lake, the mountai~s, and, the decli..
vity of the Pays de :v aud. But ashu1'!lan life is 

, perpetually , 
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perpetually chequered with good .a1!d evil_ 1 have 
found some disappointments on my arrival. "The 
easy nature of-Deyverdun,.his indolence, and hill 
impatience, had prompted hiin to reckontoo-p()si .. 
tively that his house w:ould be vacant at 'Michael~ 
maS; lome unforeseen difficulties have arisen, OJ 

have he.en discovered when it was.already .toQ late; 
and the .consummation of our h()pes is (1 am much 
afraid) postponed,to next spring. At first 1 was 
'knocked, down by. the unexpected thUnderbolt; 
but I have gradually been reconciled to my fate, 
and have granted a free . and , g~acious 'pardon to 
my friend. ~ As his own apartment, which afforded 
me a temporary shelter, is~uch too nanow for a 
settled residence, we hired, for lhe winter a. COllF 

venient l"eady-furnished apartment ;in the hearest 
'part 'of the Rue de Bourg, whose back'dood.eads 
in, three steps to the terrace and garden,' is ,often. ' 
as 'a tolerable day shall tempt us to enjoy their 
beauties; and this. arrangement has, even its:ad~ 
vantage, of giving us time to d.eIiberat~and·pro:' 

:vide, before we enter on a larger and more' regular' 
establishment. : But this is not the sum or, my 
misfortunes; hear, and pity! The day, 'after my 
ani\"al (Sunqay) we had,just firiishe4 al"ery tem~ . 
perate dinner, and intended to begin a round of 
visits on foot, chapeau 'Boulle '~ra$, when, most' 
unfortunately, DeyVerdul\ proposed to ,shew me' 
something i,n the, court; we boldly and success
fully ascended a flight of stone steps; but in the 
descent I~iss~d.my'.(ootjIig,and stta!'n.ed, Of'. 
iprained, my .anele in a painful manner. My old 

latent 
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laterit: enemy, ,(I do not 'meanthe Devil,) wh91$ 
always, on th,e watch, bas made an ungenerous use 
of his advantage, and I much fear that my arrival 
at Lausanne 'will be ~arked ~ith a fit of the gout; 
though it is qui~e unnecessary that the intelligence 
or suspicion should find its way to Bath. Yester.,. 
day' 'aftemoon ,I "lay, or at least sat, in state to re
ceivevisits; and at the same moment my room was 
filled ,with'fourditferent nations. The loudest of 
these. nations ~was' 'the' si~gle 'voice or'the Abbe' 
lhynal, who, like your friend, has chosen this place 
for the asylurri ofJl:~edom and histoi·Y". His, COLl .. · 

l,ersation, which might be very ll.greeabl~ i~ in. 
tolerably loud, pel'emptory, a.nd insoleJit; and you 
would imagine that he alone.was the monarch and 
legislator of the' world. 'Adieu; I embrace my' 
l,ady, and' the infants.~ 'With regard fu tl1e im
portant' transactions for which' you I are consti
tuted plenipotentiary, I expect with some impa •. 
tience, but with perfectconfiden<:e; the:~sultof 
your labours. You may remember -what I.men
tioned of my conversatiQn with Charles Foxab(H~t.~: 
tl1e place of Minister at Berne: I have talked it 
over with Deyverdu'nr w.ho, does' not dislike the: 
idea, provided ·this pla.ce was. allowed to be my 
"illa, during at leaSt two-thirds of the year; bu~ 
for. my part;. I ·am. sure that *.* *' • ,.. are worth -
more than ministerial friendship and gratitude; SQ 

·1 ani inclined to think, that they are prefei'able to' 
lin office which would be procured with difficulty~ 
tpJoyedwith ~onstraint and expense, :and··lost, 

'.' ,~~fh~~~ 
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f>erhaps, next April, in. the !lnmial revolutions ,of 
'pur domestic government. Again adieu. 

N° CXCII. 

J:DW"~D GIBBON, E~q .. Ii) the Rigllt Honourab(e 
, Lad!} SH~FFIELD. 

LauRanne,'October 28tb, J783. , 

THF..progress of my gout is in general sO'regu. 
lar, and there is so much uniform1ty in-the 'History
of its Dcc:line and Fall, that I have hitherto in
dulged mY.laziness, without mudi shame or re
,morse, without supposing that you would be very 
anxious 'for my satety, which hilS peen sufficiently' 
provided for by the triple care of my f~ierid' Dey
verdun, "my humbler friend Caplin, and a., very 
conversable physician" (~ot the ,famous,Tissot), 
,~hose ordinary iee is ten batz, about fifteen pence, 
. English. After' the usual. increaSe 3.nd,~ decreas~ , 
of the mcmber (for it has been confined to th,e in
jured part) the. gout has, retired in g~od order, and 
the remain~ of weakness', 'which obliged me to 

. move on, the rugged pavement of Lausanne with a 
, stick, or rather small crutch, are to' be' ascribed to 

the sprain, which. might havebee~ a inuch more. ~ 
'serious business .. As' ,I have now'spent a month 
at Lausanne, you will inquire with, muclicuriosity, , 
more kindness, and . some' mi~ture of 'spite an<l 
malignity" how far the place has answered my ex:' 
pectations, and whether I dO'I)of repent of a ~eso
~ution which has appeared so tash' and ridiculous 
f:O my ambitio~'s friends? To this questi~n, ho~~ 

ever 
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':~veJ:Iiatlll"al and reasonable; ll;ihaU J].ot.returnalJ 
im1l]-ediate~swer, fO.r two .reasons; -1.·I .. ·have not 
yet rJUide a fair trial. The disappointment and 
delay with regard to "D~yverdun's house, will con
fine us this winter to Jodgings, rather conveniel!t 
t11an spacious or pleasant. I am only beginning 
to. recover my strengtli and libcJ:ty, and to look 
about on persons and things; the' grea\est part of 
.thoseperson& are in the country: taken liP with 
their: vintage; my books are not yetanived, and, 
·in short, I cannbt look upon myself" as settled in 
.that·comfoitable\vay which you and lunderstand 
and relish., Yet the, weather ;has been. neavenJy, 
and till ~hiS' time" the ·end of October, we enjoy 
·the .brightness of the sun, and somewhat· gently . 
·t:omplain·ofits inrlnoderate heat •. 2. ·.If I should 
.be too sanguine in .explaining my satisfaction in 
:what I have done, you would ascribe thatsatisfa~
:tion~ to the novelty of the' scene, and the incon
-stincyorman; and I deem' it far more . safe. and \ 
. prudent to postpone·any positive declat.ation, tilll 
,am' placed by eJtperienc::e beyond the dange~ of l;e

.pentanceand recantation.· Yet of one thing I am 
,sure, that I possess in this country, ~well as in 
England, the best coi'dial of life, .a sincere,: temler, . 
.and sensible friend, .adorned with the most valuable 
.and pleasant qualities both of ~e heart ' and head. 
rJ.'he inferior enjoYIPents of leisu-re. and society are 
-likewise in my power; and in: the sh01t ~xcursions 
-which I have hitherto made, I have commenced or 
ren~wed my acquaintance with a certamriumberof 
-persons, ',more, especially. ,vornen; (who,' at least in 
i. ~ - France 
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France and this country, are undoubtedly superior 
to ·our prouder sex,) of rationat minds and elegant
planners .• I breakfast alone, and, have -,declare<l 
tbat I receive no visits iu a morping, _~hich you 
will easily suppose is devot~d to study. I find it 
impossible, -without inconvenience, to defer I!lY' 
dinner beyond two o'clock. We have got a very _ 
good woman ·cook. Deyverdun,who is somewhat 
of an Epicurean philosopher,· understands thfi ;nia~ 
nagement of a table, and we frequently invite a 
guest or two to share our luxu!ioi.i~, but not extra .. 
vagant'repasts> The af,tem60nsa're(andwilI be . 
much more so hereafter) de'!"oted to society, and I 
shall find it necessary to play at cards much oftener . 

. than in Lo~don: but~ do not dislike that 'way.of 
passing a couple of hourS, and I shall not be ruined 
atshiIling· whist.' _As yet I have not s'Upped, but 
in the course of the winter I must sometimes. sa· 
crifice an evening abroad, arid in e~change I hope 
&ometimes to steal a day at home, without going 
into company. - .... -. _.. .. «0 ••• 

I haveallthis time been talking to Lord Sheffield ; 
I hope that he has dispatched.myaffairs, and it 
,vould give me pleasure to hear that I am no longeI: 
member for Lymington, nor Lord of Len'hprf/uglt: 
Adieu. I -feel ever! day that the distance serves 
only to make me think with mote tend~me.§sof the 
J?ersons whom IIove: -
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~DWAltD 'GIBBON, Esq. to the RiglltH;moUl'ahll 
, Lord SI1EFtIELD. ' 

. Lmsanne,Noveinber 14th, 1783. 

LAST Tuesday, Novembereleventh,afterpIaguing 
!Uld vexing yourself all 'the morning, about som,e 
business of your fertile creation, you, went to. 
~he ~ouse of Commons, and passed the afternoon, 
tl~e eveliing, and perhapsthe,night, without sleep . 

. 01' food, stifled in a' close ropm by the heated resp,i~
ration of six hundred politicians,. jutlamed by party 
and passion~ and tired of the repetition of dull non ... 
sense, whi~h, in that illustrious, assembly, so Jar 
~utwejghs the proportion of reason and eloq~ence. 
On ,the same day, after a studious lllorning, a 
frieJldly dinner, and a <;heerfuI assembly of both' 
sexes, 1 retired to rest at eleveI).~ o'clock, satisfied 
with the past day, and certain that the next would 

. afford me the return of the same quiet ~nd rational 
enjoyments. TVliicll, has the hetter hargain' Seri~· 
vusly, 1 am every.hour more grateful to my own 
judgment and resolution:, and only regret that I b'O 

10ng,deIayed .the execution ·of a favourite plan) 
which I am convinced i&' the b~t'adapted. to my 
character and inclinations. Your conjecture of 
the revolutions of my face, when I heard that the 
house was for this winter inaccessible, is probable~ 
but false.· . I . bore my disappointment' with the 
temper of a sage, and only use it to renqer the 
pl'ospe<?t of next year still mOl"(!' pleasing to my 

. , . . . 
lmagmatlOn. 



imagination. You are likewise mistaken', inirn-': 
puting my fall to the awkwardness. of my lim1Js. 
The same accident might have happened to Slings.: 
by himself, or to any k'ero of the age, the most dis .. 
tinguished Jor his hodily acti'qi'ty. I have now 
resumed my entire strength, and walk with caution,. 
yet with speed and safety, through ,the 'streets ot: 
this mountainous city. After a month of the 
finest, autumn I ever saw; the bise'" made me feel 
myoId acquaintance; the weather is .now'milder; 
and this present day is dark apd rainy, not much. 
better than what you probably enjoy in.England ... 
The town is comparatively empty, but the Noblesse' 
are returning every day. from their chateaux, and 1. 
al~eady perceive that I shall have more reason t«( 
complain of dissipation than of dulness. As I told· 
Lady S. I am afraid of being too· rash ari~ hasty iIi 
expressing 'my satisfaction; but.I must againre .. 
peat, that appearancesal'e 'extremelyfavoUl:able. 
I anpensible that general praise conveys no di~ 
tin~t ideas, but it is very difficult to enter into par· " 
ticulars where the individuals are unknown, or in. 
different to our ~brrespoIident. ' You h~ve forgot
ten the old generation, and in twenty years. iI.: :p.e\f' 
one is grown up. Death .has swept many from the . 
world, alid chance or chotee has brought marly to 
this place.' .If you inqtii~e after your t>ld acquaiRt-: 
anc~ Catherine, you 1llUst be told, that she is soli':' 
tary,: ugly, blind, and universally forgotten. Yollr 

, -later flame, .'and our g0ddess, the ~liza, t passed a 

~ T6e North 'East\ylnd •. 
; t'Lady Elizabeth Foster, now Duc1!:ess of Devonshire.· .' " • 
. " ". . month 



335 LETTERS TO AN]) FltOU 

.month ,at the'inn~ , She came to 'consult Tissotj 

and was acquainted' with ,Cerjatl" And, now to 
business. * *':It' w ' ,.. >It'" 

, With, regard-to meaper cases; these' are tWo, which 
you can and will undertake. 1. ,As Ihavenot re4 

nounced inycountry, I should be glad to . hear of 
. your parliamentary sq\labbles, which may be done 

with' small trouble and expense. After an ·in .. 
teresting debate, nl'! Lady in due time may cut 
the 'spt:eches -from Woodfall. You will write or 

, dictate any'curiou\~necdo1:e; and the whole, in~ 
, closed in 'a letter, may be,dispatched to Lausanne. 
, 2. A set of Wedge wood china; which we talked of 

in' Londgn, and which would be most acceptable 
here. ,As you have.a sort ofa taste, I leave to your, 
own choice. the' colour arid, the pattern; but as I 
have the inclination alid means to live very h,and,. 
somely here, I, desire that' the size and nu~ber of 
things maybe adequate to a. plentiful table. If 

. you see Lord North, assure him of my grat!tude; 
, had he been a more successful frie~d, I should no," 

be. drudging at the Board of Customs; or· vexed 
with business in the anuablesocjety of-. 
To Lord Loughboiough present an affectionate 
seiit~ment; I, am satisfied of hig- intention to serve 
me, if I. had not. been in such a fidget. I am sure 
you wjllJlohf"ail, while YOll are.in town, to visit 
'and comfort poor aunt Kitty. I wrote to her on 
my first arrIval, and she may be assured that 1 will ' 
not neglect her~ To my-Lady I say nothing; we., 
have now our private correspondence, into which 
tIle eye of a.n husband should not be permitted to 

, ' . , ' " ' intrude. 
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intrude. .I .am re3.Ily satisfied~ith the~ucce~sof 
·the pamphlet;- not: only because;Ihave a sneak
jng kindness for the author, but·.as it shews me: 
:thaf plain .s~nse, full information, and warm. spirit, . 
:are. still a~ceptable in the 'world. . You talk Of 
·Lausanlle as: a. .place of' retir~meni,., yet, from: the 
,iituation . and free40m- of: the Pays , de . Vaud, :a11 
.nations. .,and all'· extraordinat:y. ~charactel's, .aJ.:e -

'astonished to.mee~ each otller. . The Abbe RaJ'l.Ull,· 
:the grand: Gibbori, and Mercici:", auth~r of ,the 
Tflhleau tie. Paris, have been in the same room. 
TheDth~r. day the Prince aruf Princess de' Ligne, 
the puk~ and puChess. d'U rs~l, &c. cimie. 'from 
Brussels on purpose (literally tl'ue).tQ act a comedy 
at"" • "'." ., in the country.. He was dying, ,and 
'could not appear; but. we: had comedy, ball. and 
.supper. ' .. Th~: event seems to:, have revive~ him;. 
for that· great· man is fallen from.his ancient glory, 
.and his near~strelatjOIls refuse to)ee, ,him. I told 
you of poor .Catherine'sj deplorable.·s~a.tt.but 
Madame de l\{esery. at the ag~ of sixty-nine, is 
still handsome. ,.Ad!eu. . 

, " <N6' CXCIV. 
I; ..... ,;., 

EDW.Ub GlBBQN, ,J;:'q,;tQ thf;. Rig~ti!onourf!.b~e· 
.' ;, I .. ·.Lord,SHEFflEifD.' ! .-. ,) 

\ . 

'. ,.1' .. 1 Lausanne,'Decembe~ 20th~ 178~-

.: . " f~~_v~ re;~~i~ed,~~h' !OU,r:. ~pist1es·; and ~s ~'i 
excuse wl~l ~erve a inan who IS at the same tnne 

", "'. .... I ,..ai., .. _ . I .• 

4t Observations on the Commerce whh the Am~ri~Il.St.a~I'1 
• ,·YOL. II. . Z • -Very.~ 
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ve~'r busy ind very'idle, I patiently. expected the 
-second,beforel entertained any thoughts. of an
swering the first ... • " ** .! • • 
1 therefore conclude, that on every principle (j{ 
common sense, b(!fore this moment your actiye 

. :zeal· has already expelled me from the house,to 
which, without regret, l bid an everlasting farewel. 
The agreeable. hour of five. o'clock in th~ morning, 
.at which. you commonly retilej. does not tenci to 
reviye my .attaChment;· but· if you. add the soft 
hours of your morning Committee,· in the discu~
,sian of· taxes,' customs,' frauds, smugg·l~rs,&c. I 
thin~ ~·.should beg to be, released 'and quietly sen~ 
to the gallies, as a place of leisure. and freedom. 
YetI do not depart from my general.principles of 
toleration" Some animals. are made toliv;C' in the 
water, . others on . the earth, many in the. air, . and 
. some, as if is', now . believed, eyen in .fire. Your 
present hurry of P,arliament I perfectly understand; 

, wllen opposition make the a.ttack, ! , 

~ --"' HortC, >~ .. 

. ll:comento cita mars ,tlenit, aUt victoria'ltrta;' 

. But when the minister"brings forward any strong 
a~d decisive measure, he at length prevails; but 
his 'progress is retarded at every step, and iIi every 
stage of 'the bill, by a p~rtinacious, ~hongh unsuc
cessful,minOl'ity", I am not sorry to hear of the 
splendour of Fox; I am proud, in a foreign. coun
try, oflus fame and abilities, and our little' a~im~. 
~, , .., ., .' '. ' , 

• A select <;ommittee for inquiring into frauds committed 'in 
r~pect.tQ· thereVem.\e'. ' • 

I ., .- sities' 
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~ities are atinguished by ril¥ retreat from the Eng:' 
lish ~ge. With 'regard ~o the substance 'Of the 
l?usines~ I scarcely know what to think:' the vices 
of the Company,· both in their petsonsarid their 

'constitution, were manifold and manifest;, the dan· 
,ger was imminent, and such an empire, with thirty 
mtillions 'of ·~ubjects, waS not to be lost for·~riflel;. 
Yel1 cn t~e other ~and, the faith of charters; the 
,rights Of'pl:opertyi' I hesitate,and tremble. Such 
an innovation would at least require that the r.emedy 
should be as celtain as'the evil; and' the proprietors 
may perhaps insinuate, that/ltey were as competent 
g~ardians of their own affairs, as either. '. ,:I: 

or. • • :I: :I: .,' •• Their acting without a 
salary, seems childish, 'and their not being remov
able by the C~own,., is a ·strange and dangerous 
precedent. ,l3ut enough of politics, which I-Iiow 
btgin to vi~\Vthrough a thin, cold, distant cloud, 
yetinot without a reasonable,degr-ee of 'curiosity 

, and patriotism~From the papers (especially when 
'you add ~n occasional slice of the Chronicle) l shall 
be amply informed of facts and debates. From you 
I expect the causes, tatlie,," than the events, the 
true springs of action, and those interesting 'anec
dotes which seldom ascend the garret of a' Fleet-, 
street editor. You say' thatm1!ny friends ,(alias 
a~quainta.n~e) have expressed curiosity and con
cern; 1 should llot wish, to be immedia~ely forgot
, ten. . 'That others {you once nientione,d 'GCTaro 
lIamiltonY condem~ governm'ent; for , sUffering the 

I ' 

• ,",,"$ East India' Company. 

z2 depa~ture 
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!, departure. of 'a maIl; who might' have, 40ne them 
some <credit and some setvi~e, :perhaps as' much ~ 
'., • ., .' himself. To, you; in the confide'nce of 
fHendship':'andwithout either pride ot resent-
· ment,' I will fairly own that I ain soIIiewh~t of 
Gerard's opinion; and if I did not compare it, with 

· the rest of his ch~racter,lshould be astonished that 
, .. • • .' suffered me to depart, ~ithol,lt even a, . 
,civil 3Jlswer to, .my ]e~tei. ' Were I capabl~ of . 
hating a man; whom it. is not easy to hate" I should 

· find myself amply n!vengoo by· *' I •• 'But the 
happy souls in Paradise,are susc~ptible only of love 
and pity,' and though.Lausanne·.is Dot,a Paradise, 
moreespec'ially in winter, I do assure you;·in sobe17 

,prose,: that ·it pas hitherto fuI611ed,-and even sur':' 
passed, my' warmest expectation. Yet I often cast 
.a look toward Sheffield-Place, wher~you. now re
, pose, if you can repose, during the ChrjstIIias recess. 
Embrace xny Lady, the young BarQness, and th~ 

, gentle 'LOuisa, and insinuate to yout silent Consort, 
that separateletters require separa.te answers. Had. 
I an air balloon, the great topic of modem conver

'.sation, I wou1d call upon you till the meeting of 
-Parliament.' Vale. .. 

" . 
" ;. 

" . 

~EDWARD GIBB,O~, Esq. to MrS"PORTEN. 

" Dull. MADAM, • Lausanne; December 27th, 1783. 
, .. 

THE unfortunate are. loud 'and loquacious in their 
complaints, but real, happiness is content with its 
'own silent enjoyment; and if that happines$ is of 

. ' , a quiet 
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a quietunifonqk,in"d,:we suffer days and'we~ks,to 
elapse withQu~ ~ommu~Jcating our sensations ,to ~ 
distant friend. By you, therefqre; who~e temper 
and understanding have extraCted fro~human life 
qn every" occasion ,thebes~ and most co~foriable 
ingredients,.iny silen~ will ~lwaysbe interpreted 
~ an evidence of content, and jou would onlyb~ 
alarmed (the danger is not at hand) ,by ,the too fre •. 
quent repetition of. my ~e~ters. Perhaps I should 
have continued.to slumber, ~ don't knp\v 40w long, 

, had I not beeq.. aw~ken~d by.,the ,anxiety Whic~ 
you express in your 13;st letter. - ... -. :Ifo._ 
.. In speaking of the happin~ss whiclt I enjoy~ 

you will.agree, ~~th met· in . giving the preference 
,to a sinc~re a~d se~sible friend;'. and :thQugh YC;>l!' 
cannot discern th~ full exte!lt of his merit, yo~ will, 
e.as~ly beli.eve that Dexverdlfn, i~ ~he 'man. , rerllaps 
two p~rs.on~ so perfectly fitted to 1iv~ ~ogetherL '\y'e!e 
nevel' fo~~d by, ~a~ure an(edt1~tion. W e ~av~ 
both l'ea4 and se~n il, great. yariety o~~bjects;, :th,e; 
lights .. 3;nd. ~hades of ,our diff,e~ent cha~acters' are, 
happily' blendt:d, and ,~ friendship 'of thiJ:ty years 
}:las taught us to enjoy 'our mutual advantages, 'and, 
tQ support ,our unavoidable, imp'erfections.: In love 
and marriagel some harsh; lIouD;ds . w'ill ~ometimes 
interrupt thebarpwny~ and)nJ~e; cou~se of .~ime,. 
l~ke c?}lr neig4bour~' we mus~ ex-peet so~e di'sagree-, 
able J~lo~el;1ts;, . bll~ cqp.fip~,nce and Jree.do,m are ,the, 
two pillar~'of our, union, and I am much mistaken, 
if-JJ:1e !)Ui~di~gbe.~o(solid andcomfQrtable~ .II}.. 
this seasolf I rise (not at four in ·the morning) 
but a little before .eight ;: !lot nine, I' ~called from 

. z ~r wy 
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triy. study to breakfast, whicliI' always perform 
alorie~ 'in the':EngIish style, and, with the aid o~ 
Caplin: *1 perceive no difference between Lausanne! 

• and .Bentinck-street. 'Our'mornings are. usually 
passed in: sepa~ate studies; we never approach each 
other's door wi tho:uta previQ.us message, or thrice 
knocking, and myapartmerit is' already sacred al),d 
forniidableto strangers. : I dress at half past one, 
an~ at two' (an early hO'-!-t:; to which I am not per .. 
fectly reconciled) we sit down to dinner. After 
dinner; an4 the departure of our company, one; 
two, 010 three friends, we read together some ain'u's
i.ng·. book, or play at-ches~~ or retil;e -to our rooms, 
or make visits,orgoto th~ coffee-house. , Betw,eel\, 
six and sevep. the assemblies begin,' and: I am 
oppressed only with ·..their' number and "{variety. 
'Vbi~t, 'at shill~ngs or half-crowns, is "the game.I 
generally' play, and 1 play three rubh~rs with plea~ 
sure. Between nine and ten we withdraw to our 
'bre~d and cheese," and friendly' converse, which. 
sends us to bed at eleven; but these sober' hours 
~re too often interrupted by priva,te or numerous 
suppers, ,vhich I' have not ~hecourage to 'resist, 
though I- practise a laudable abstinence at thebe5t' 
furnished tables. Such is the skeletonotrny lif\'!; 

, it is impossible to communicate~a perfect idea of 
thcvital and substantial parts, the characters of the 
men ~ndwome:ri. with whom I have very ea~ly 
corinect~d myself in looser and' closer bonds, ac~ 
'cordihg to'th~jr ~ilc1ination'and my <hvn. ' If Ida 

, ~ nil! ~nglis4 valet de th~~bref 
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not ~ece~e. myself, and if Deyverdu1?- does no'~ 
fiatterme, I am already' a ge~eral favourite; and 
as our likings and dislikes are commonly mutual,. 
I am equally satisfied with the freedom and-de-
'gance of manne'rs, and (after proper allowances and 
exceptions) with the worthy and amiable-qualities 

. of many individuals. .The autumn has been beaQ;' 
tiful, and the winter hitherto mild, but in January 
we must expect some severe frost. Instead of 
rolling in a coach, I walk the streets, wrapped up 
in·8o fur cloak; but this exercise is ,wholesome, a114-
except an accidental fit of the gout -Of a few days~ 
I never enjoyed better health: I am no longer in 
Pavillard's house, where I was almost starved with 
cold and1lUnger, and youmaybeassun:dtha,t I 
now' enjoy every benefit of :comfol't,pleIlty,anc\ 
even decent luxury. You wishmehapPYiacknow.,. 
ledge that such a. life- is moreconduqive tQ happi., 
ness, than five nights in .. the week passed i:q tl)~ 
House of Commons,' or ,five momings spent at the 
CastOm-howe. Send me, in return, a.,fair.accoullt. 
of your own situation in mind~d body. 1 aIJl 
satisfied your .own good sense 'would l)C!-ve' rec()n~ 
ciled you to ineyitable separatio~;, but, therenevef 
was a mote' suitable diversion. than your' v~si~ .~~ 
Sheffield-Place. - Among the illn\lmerable proof~ 

. of frieudship whkh I have -received from that 
family; there are none .which affect· me mor~ sen~ 
sibly than their ~illd" civilities, ta YOl,l, ,~houg~ .. l 
am persuaded that they. are at h~ast as much t>n 
your account as On: mme. .At length Madame;de 
.., ,. ,. ~ '. .. -: .is rleliveredby her tyrcwt'a death; . 

z 4- -her 
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):ier daughter~ a :vahlable wo~an of this ilace, hu 
made some inquiries, and:hQugh }iet: own circ~m. 
$1:ances a~e narrow,she wIll not suffer her father's
widow to he left totally destit{ite. ' I am gla,d,yo.u 
derived so, much :melancholy pleasure from th~ 
·letters, yet haa I known it, I sh9uld hav,e withheJd. 
.'" '~, :II: ,:~J *'." ,. 

, ." - , .' 
, ., 

'EDWARD GIBBON, 'Esq •. to tkeRigkt HO'llo~"abl" 
, , Lord SHEFFIELD. ~ ,.' L~,'l 

'\" 

La~salllle,J~nua~y 24ib.,1784~.: 
'WITHIN two or three days after YOlliJa&t,gra., 

tipus, epistle, your complaints w:ere silenc,ed, -and
your mquiries were satisfied, by ~ ample dispatch 
of four pages which overflowed the inside., ',of 
the covet,· and 'in which I exposed my opinioIUt 
of. things .in generali' public as well.. as. ·private. 
as they existed in: my mind, -in iny.'state:of ign01 
ranee and error" ,about the eighteenth or. ,twen., 
tieth of, last month. ,Within' a week. after- that 
~date I 'eplstolised,in the same rich, and c~pious 
strain, 'the two, v~:1lerable females. of' Newman,.. 
street arid Bath, ,whoSC?' murmurings. must now be 
changed into songs of gratitude arid applaus~~ ',.1\1, ' 
correspondence with the holy matron:of ·~orth .. 
RDlptonshil-e has been less lively and loquaci?'us. 
You have notforgottenth~.a:uthor's .viildication of 
himself from ; th~foul ,caluIIillies" of ,pretended, 
Christians. Within. a fortnight after his arrival at 
• ~ Lausanne, 
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-Lausanne, ,he communicated the,j9yful.ev~nt.ta 
Airs. Esther Gibbon. She answere9, per retu,m o( 
post, ,both letters at the ,saltl~ ti.II.lt; ~d ~n very 
dutiful language, almost excus\ng her advice, which" 
was intended for my spiritual, ;tS w¢l1 'as temporal, 
good; and assuring me, that :~ohod!J, dould he abler 
to injure me witla her~ pnless the. saint is-an hy:.r 
pocrite,' such an expression must f!onyey~a favour~ 
able and important meaning." '. A~ aU events,. it: ia 
worth giving iJuriel~e8 sOtne-troubltt :abol,lt,her,. 
without indulging any sanguine ,~ectations '.of 
inheritance. So much, fot Jny fc;maleH with re..., 
gard to my. male CQrrespondents, y'Oll ar~ th~,o~y 
one to 'Whom I have given any signs of my ,exist~ 
ence, th<t\lgh J have fonn~ many-a g~nerous r~
solution. ' Yet !3.pl' not insensible of the kind, and{ 
friendly manner i~ ,which Lord, Loughl:!orouglt 
~as distinguis~ed me., lie ,coulq, have np i~duce"7 
ments of interel>t; and now that I, view ~lw distant. 
picture with Jmpartia( eyeff, I am, (.pnyin~ed ,that: ' 
(for a statesman) h~, was 'sin~rel. in ~is, wishes' to: . 
serve me. ~When-.yO\l"see him,·t:p.~\Paynes,EdenJ; 
Craufurd, &c.; ten them that I3,JD. weli, happy? and: 
ashamed •• : ;On yo,ur, side; the zl;alanddiligence Of. 
YOUl pen h33 suWrised artd delight~d :p:le,an«J, yout,' 
letters,.at this i1).tere&ting~oD,le~t; are,e~actly,such' 
as' I :wisbed them, ro. be+aulhentic .anecdotes"J\'~sL ' 
rational speculatiops, wQrth~ o£ a. m;i.n,who ~~~ts, a.. 
part:in fhe'gt¢at thelltrf;,al1dwho fi,ll&,~ selj,t,:, lJ,(}t, 

, o~ly)1). ·the geb.~lilPand~m.Qn,ium •. hut in the, pri~ 
va.t~ COJlPC,il.of. ~he.:rl"inces.: ofthC;,iI;l.fe~l i~gi9DS.I 
• < " ,\0 'With 
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~Vith regard to the detail of parliamentary opera': 
tions, I mus~ repeat my request to you, or ,rather 
to my Lady, who winnow be 9.ll the spot, that ' 
c;he will write, not with her pen, but with her scis-' 
sars, .and that after every debate which de~e~ves to' 
pass the Sea and themomitains, she will dissectthd
faithful narrative of 'VoodfaU, and send it off by. 
the n~xt post, as -an agreeable supplement to the' 
meagre accounts ofciur w'eekly papers~, ,The won
derful revolutions of last month have sounded to " 

_ my eat: more like the shifting scenes of a cQmedy, 
or'comic 6pera, .. than like the'soberevents of re'al 

. arid mOdern history; ~nd ·the irre~ulario/ of our 
winter posts, which sometimes retarded, and some
tirn.es' hasteu.ed .the arrival of the dispa~hes" h~s 
increased the co~fusion of our ideas; , Su~ly the 
Lord 'has blinded the eyes of Pharaoh and his ser-· 
",ants; the obstinacy of last spring was nothing . 

'compared to· the. headstrong and' headlong mad
ness of. this winter, ,I expect,\-;th .• much iin
patierice the first days of your meeting; the purity 
and' integrity of the~ eoalition'wIllsuffer a fiery 
trial ; but if they are true to themselves and to each: 
other, a majority of the'House of Commons must 
prevail; .the rebellio;n of the young gentlemen will' 
be crushed; and the m<!Sters will resume the go ... 
vemmeIit of the school. Aftet" the address and an,.· 
swet, I have 110 conception that P:i.rliameJ,ltcan be. 
dissolved during the, session; but, if the present; 
Ministry can 'outlive the storm, I think t.he dea~
warrant will infallibly be signed in the summer. 

Hert. 
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Here I blush for my' country, without confessing 
.her shame. Fo~'acted like a man of honour, yet 
surely his union with'Pitta!fords the only'ehope of 
salvation. Ho,v .miserably are ·we '. wasting· 'the. 
season of peace! ' 

I have written three pages before I COlneto my 
OWJl business and feelings~ ~ II to' to· ... ... .. 

. " 
N°CXCVII. ;, 

~DW~RD GIBiwy, Esq. to the Righi Honour-able 
Lord SHEFFI:E.LD. ,.',. 

BARON t ., 'Lausann~, February 2d,J7S4" 

AFTE~,.rrrY last enormous~ispatch, nothingrian' 
remain, except some small gleanings"orocclI;liohal 
~ints: 'and thus in order:' lam not conscious that. 
anyaf your valuable l\fSS. have ,miscarried, 'or 
that I have omitted'to answer'any essential parti
culars. They' stand in mJ( .bureau carefully. ar« 
ranged, and' docketed under the following dates; 
S"eptember,tWenty-three; October~' twenty:-three, 
November eightee.n, December ·tVl'O, ,December' 
fifteen, Decetnber' nineteep, December twenty ... 
three: December. twenti:nine,. January' si1~teen, 
which last'J 'teceived :this day,' February second. 
For greater perspicuity, it will ~ot be 'amiss (on 
either side) to numbel'our fijture epistles, by a con
spicuous Roinan character inscrib~ in the front, 
to' which w~ may at any time refer.~ Bdt instead' 
of writing by O.Stend, the shorter and surer ,way. ': 
eSpecially on all occasions that deserve celerity, will 

. . be 
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be to inclose them ,to' my. bank~r, ~I. de Lessart a~ 
'Paris, who ,wm Jorwar4 them to me. Through 
Ger)nany ,the passage ,by sea, is ll.lore uncertain, the 
roads' WO,rse,' and the distance greater: we often 
complain of delay and rrregulal'ity at th~s jnterest~ 
ing: moment. :' By your. last I find that you have 
boldly and generouslYORened a treaty with the 
enemy, whic~ I propos'ed with fear and hesitation. 
limpatiently expe~~ th~ res.ult ; and again repeat, 
that whateoer, you .can obtain for ...... ,* * I shall 
consider it as so much saved out of thefite, &C. &c~ 
Do you remember Dunriin~fs motion (in the year 
1750) to' address the Cr,own against' a dissolution of 
'Parli~ment; a simple !1ddn;ss we rej~cted, as an in-' 
fringeIrient on. the preI:ogative? yet .how far short· 
of these strong,.~democratical me~ures, for which .. 
you have, probablyvpted,. as I should probably 
have done; such is ~hecontagion of party. Fox 
drives i~ost fqriously, yet I should not b~ sur
prisedifPitt's :moderation and character should in~ 
sensibly win the nation, and even: the Rouse, ta
espouse his ca.se. ' ... ,'" ... *. ',«: ... 

Un1ess~wheIi llook back on England with a selfish' 
o,r'a ,tender .regard, my' .hoursroll a\vay verY'plea
s~ntly, and 1. C<l.11 again repeat with truth, that, I 
have not :regretted one sipgle, moment the step 
which. I have .taken. 'We'are now at the height of. 
the winter di.ssipation,. and I am peculiarly happy, 
when I can.ste.aLawayfrom great assemblies, and 
SlIppers of twenty or thirty people, 'to. a .mor~ 

. private,party .of .sOIUe of thQse persons who~ I begill 
. ' to 



EDWAItD GIBBON;' .:ESQ. :~49 

to call my friends. Till we are ~ettled irj. ~ur 
house littlecanbe expected on our side; yet I have 
already given two orthreehimdsome dinners; and 
though every thing is· grown dearer, I am: not 
alarmed at the genera1.view:of my expense. Dey
verdun sahi~s. you; and we' :are agreed tl1at lew 

. manied couples ;3!.ebetter .e,nti.!le4 to the .flit~h: ~( 

. ~acon· than We: shall' beat. the end: .Qf the: ye~J; •. 
When 1. had -w~itten .about. half t4~s~pis!le.my 
books a.'rri ved: ::tt.our first ~ee.tipg ~IJ was rapt]Jre' 
and confusion; and ·two. or ,three posts, from the 
,sec.Qnd to this day, the fOUl"te~nth, have be~n:suf
fered to depart -uoo9ticed .. _ Y oul: letter of the 
twenty-seventh of J anu~ry, which l\Vas.Ilo~ received 
till yesterday, has.again .awakene.9me, and I thO";1gh,t 

-the sures~ way would be' to, ,~~n~_.off this.singl~ 
iheet without any fart~er delar. _ " '.' _, 
, I sincerely rej<,>ice. in .. t4e. s~b.ility· o( Parliar 
ment;* and the' first -faint dawll. of recqnciliation" 
~vhich' must however ·be effected by the-~qual·,ba., 
lance of parties,. f!1ther than ~y,~he 'wjs,?om,'of .t~~ _ 
country gentlemen,t ,.' _.":., ; 

My Lady :-~ut it would be highly iricpngfl1ol1:s 
to begin my letter at the bottom <>,fthe page~ A~ie~, 
.therefo.re, till ~ext post .,. . 

. . . -.-. .' . -,. .... .~ 
.. Thiuupposition was founeled on Mr, Banks'. declaration ill . 

the name of. Mr, Pitt.' . "'-. .- .-
t At.tbe St Alban', Tavern', ! . 
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EDWARD GIBBON, Esq. to,' tlie Right Honow'ahte 
L010id SHEFFIELD. , 

'Lausanne, May 11th, 1784. ' 

- ALAS! . alas! alas! • We' may now exchange 'Our 
~uhuircondolence. ,LastChristnlas, on the change 
-Of . administration, I 'was st'ruckwith, the' thunder-

'bolt of the unexpected event" and in.the ,approach
irig dissolution I foresaw the'loss of '" "" . lit 
',. " iii: .. lit *: The long continuance jand 
'various changes of the tempest rendered me by de..: 
'gi'ees callous and insensible; when the art of the 
mariners waS' exhausted I felt that we were sink~ 

"lng, Iexpected the ship tofOlinder, and when the 
fatal mOineritarrived, 1 was even pleased to be-de
livered from bope and fear, to the calmness 'of 
'despair. , I now turn my eye~,' not on the past, 
,b~t on the prese~t and the future; ,~that is lost I 
try ,to, consider as if it never had existed; and 

'every day 1 congratulate my o\\"1i good' fortune, let 
me say my pi'udence and resolution" iIi migrating 
frbm 'youi' noisy 'stage. to a' scene of repose and con
tent. 'Bu't even in this separate state, I was still 

"anxious for my fricl1"'ci upon English earth, ' anf! ttt 
first was much delighted with Y0111' hint, that you 
w'ere setting off for Coventry; wi t110u t any pro~pe~t' 

, ~f. an opposi~ion: Every post}' Wednesdays and 
Saturdays, I eagerly looked for the intelligence ~f 
your 'victor)",; ,and in spite of my misbehaviour, 
which I do not deny, I must abuse my Lady, rather 
~han you, for leaving me in so painful a situation. 

, Each ' 
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Each day raised and increased. my. apprehens~on ; 
the Courier de l'Europe first announced the con,. 
test, the English' papers . pro~laimed . YOU:f defeat,' 
.and your last letter;' which ~ T¢ceive~four-days 
ago, shewed: ~e~hat you exerted fir~t the spitit, 
arid at last .the temper of an hero. I. am not mm;a 
surprised that you ,should have J;Jeen swept away 
in the general unpopu1arity,si~ce'even in this quiet 
place, your friends are. cOl1sidered asa ~actious 
·crew,.actingJn direct ,opposition .hotP'to the King 
andpe~ple ... For myse.1f I am . at a loss' what to . 
• ay., If this repulse. should teach IOU .!<> renounce 
all . connec.tion wjthKings anq.Ministers, and 
Patriots and . Patties, and. Parliaments; for al1· of 
wpich you are by manY'degreestoo honest;, I 
Bhouldex(tlaim, with Teague~of respectable me ... 

. tnory, '~By.my ,shoul, dear joy; ~ou have gained 
.a·loss." . Private life, whether· cOIitemplative or' 
active, has ' surely more . ·Jiolid . and in~ependent 
charms; you have sO'me domestic..romfqrts; Shef
field-place is still' susceptible of useful and orna
mental i improvements, (alas I :how much better 
might' even the' last pounds llave,been laid out!) . 
;and if these cares are not sufficient to. occnpy your 
leisure, . },cim:trust -your re,stless.and enterprising· 
spirit to ,find new. methods to p,reserve you from . 
th'e' in,sipidity .of r~pose. Bu~ 1. much fear your 
discontent:andregret at heingexcluded trom that 
Pandremonhim which we have so often cursed., as 
-long as yo~ were obliged to attend it. The leaders 
'of the party will flatter you with the opinion of their 
friendship.and ·,your·own.imj>ortance; the wafmth 

, of 
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. pf your' ~e~permakesyoU:, credulous .and. uIisu~ 
. picious'; and~ like the rest Df oui, species~ male and. 
femilIe, you, are not absolutely ~eaf to the voice of 
praise. " Some' other' place will be ..suggeste~ :easy, 
JlOn~:nlrable; certain, ,where,nothing: is wanted but 
B.:man' of character 'and spirit..ta .head .a.. st,lperior 

. interest; the' oppositi6pj. ifallf,' i~ contempt~bIe, 
and, the' expense"caIinot be l~ge. :y 'Ou will-go 
down,Jind almost every circumstance falsely stated; 

. repent that YOll.; had engaged yourself,. but. you 
cannot desett those friendl!!who are1i!lnJy.at~ched 

. :to- your cause ;' beside~, :the.money"you have already' 
spent wou~d have been thrown away'; another 
. thousan~ will complete the busilless: deeper and 
deeper will-you plunge'-'and the last evil will be 
·worse than thefust~. YOlf see 1 aIDa.. free-spoken 
eotinljellor;; may: ~.no~.be",atrue prophet!' ·Did·} 
consult my Owa, wishes,: 1 should :observe to you, 
that as y~uare. no longer a slave,. you might" soon 
be transpqrted, ,'8.5 you se~m to desire, . to ~ne of the 
.Alpine . hills. ,The puritY'and calmness~o£'thea.ir 
is the· best· calculated to' allay. the heat C?f.a political 
fev.ex; the education of the twd Princesses might 
be, successfully conducted under your eye: and. tha.t 
'of my'L~dy ;:and it·you had resolutionl to deter- . 
mine on 'a residence, not a visit, at. Lausanne,' your 
worldly affairs might repose ~hemselves ~fter their 
late-fatigues: 'But you know thatIam a; friend 
to toleration; and am always. disposed to make the 
largest·allowance for the .different nature~ of ani~ 
mals';' a lion and'a Iamb, an eagle ,and ,s worm.· I 
am afraid we are tooguiet for you j 1 here; it. WQuld 

. not 
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bot be easy for you to-create any business;, you. 
have for 80metimeneglected books, and I dollbt. 
wpether you would not think OUJ;suppers and, as
semblies somewhat trifling and insipid. You are 
far more difficult than. I am; you are iIi,. sejlIchQf. 
information" and you. are .not content with' your. 
company, unless you can deriveJrom them infor
mation or extraordinary al~usement. For my part,. 
llikeito draw knowledge from books, and I am 
satisfi,ed with· polite. attention. and. ~asy manners. 
Finally, I am ~appy to tell, a,ild you ,will be happy 
to hear, that this place luis in, every respect. ex" 
.ceedew.my best and inostsanguine: hopes,' : Ho'V 
often have you said,.·as often as I; expresliedal1,y 
ill-humour against t11ehurry, the expenSCj and the' 
pr~carious' condition Wlf . my ,London li'fe; "AYt 
that is' a nonsensical scheme. of retit:i~g' to' ,Lau.· 
sanne that you ha~e got into Y0111 head,- a pretty 
fancy; you remember how much~ you.likedi.t in 
,your. youth, but youhav.e now se~J;l more.of th~ 
world, and if you were to try it again,:you, would 
find yourself woefully disappointed." . 1, had it in 
my head, in my heart, I hav~ tried, it," I have. not 
been disappointed, and my knowledge of the wQrld 
has served only to convince. me,-that a capital a;nd 
a crowd may containmueh}essreal society, th3J..l 
the, small' circle of· this. gentle retireme~t..Xh~ 
winter has been longer" but.as far as lean ~earn, 
less rigorous than in'the rest Qr-~urope. The sprjp.g. 
is now· bursting upon. us,- and in our . own. garde~j~ 
is displayed' in all its gloJ;y~ .1. already occupy a 
~mporary apartment, andweJiv~ in ~he. ·lowe.r par~ 
" VOL. II. A A of 
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o(tb.e house; bl!fore yon. receive this we.-shaIl be 
in full .possessien .. We have much to enjoy and 
sonlething to do; \\Thich I take to be-the happi~t 
condition of ltuman life. . Now f~>rbusiness, . the 
kind of:subject which I always llndel~e with the 
. most reluctance, and leave with the mostp{easur.e. 
... ,'''' ... ,. .• ... ,. ·to :II' 

·Adieu. 
, . 

And now; .. 'my 'Lady, 
Let n}e' approach your gentle, not ,g1"imalkin., 

presence, with deep remoi'se. .Y ou have indirectly 
~een informed .of my state of mind l)Jld body; (t11e 
wholewin,ter.I have. not had'the slightest tetufl\ 
of the gout, or any othel; complaint' whatso .. 
ever;) you 'havebeell applised, and areiloW ap
prised; ;0£ my motiOllS,:or rathct of my perfect and 

. agreeable repose; yet I ~ust cpnfess (and I feel) 
that something of a direct and'personal exch;iDg~ 
of sentiment has been neglected on IUY side, thougli 
i'still persuade.myself that when i am .settled in 

.mynew house I shall have more· s\\bject, as well 
as h:isuret to'vI'ite. , Such ,tricks· of laziness yOUl' 

ac~ive spitit is a .stranger to, thdugh 1\Irs.·'" ~ ~ 
\complains that she has never had an answer to her 
last letters. Poor Lady Pembroke! !Jou-will feel 
for.·.her ~ after a cruel ulternative of hope and. feal) , 

. h~l' only daughter, Lady Gharlotte; die~ at.4 i.:r en' 
FI"{)'oence; they have persuaded her to COlne tQ. this 
pll\Ce;' where she is intimatelyconnected.witlt,d~ 
Cerjat family. .She hAS taken .au. .agt'CeableJ~OiihSri 
ubo:ut thl'ee miles from the town,uud live$1i.et.ix~l:l 
,W :, _,!lave 
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have sc!en ber;her behavipitr .iscallll, hut ha: ~f .. 
fliction- -;, I accept with: gratitude· yout 
friendly pl"o~sal of W oo,gewoOQ's_ware, indshould 
be glad to -have it hpught and packed, and senll 
without delay throl,lgh Ge1many; and bhall iDply 
say~ -il~t I wish to hav~ '0; very complete sen-;ice 
for two courses and a dessert, and that ~ur .stJppers 
are numerous. frequently fifteen' or tWfnty persons. 
Adieu. I do not mean this as your letter. You 
are very good to poor· Kjtty. ;With Y04 I do not 
condole about Coventry. -

_ N° .cXCJX •. 
EDWARD GIBBO~, Esq. -to Afrs. GrBBoN, Bath: 
1·' ".' .} 

DIfAaM/I.&AII1, Lausan)1c, ~Iay 2StP. 1784'.'J 

~ I BEGIN without preface or: apology, j:\.S if i.}~a4 
received your ktter'by tlle last post,... In _my Qw.n 
defence I'.knmv not· what to say ;h~1;-ifI :were 
disposed to recriminate, I might.phserve -tha.t :YPl,l 

)'outsclf are ,not perfectly_ fj:ee from the; sin pf lazi:
ness· an,d procrastination.: I have oftell"wqnd~l:e4 
why we are-not fonder ofletter~wdting.. . -W~~JJ 
delight to talk of olirselve~ and iUs only m lett;el·.$, 
in writin~to a Qiend, that we .can ~pjoy . .that ~o~, 
versatiOIl, notanly W!thout repr.oacbol' itltf:tTI:JP- -
tjon, but with the highest propriety and _»i~Qi~ 
53.tisfaction; 'suretbat the personlvhom we iJ,dd1>es~ 
fee1~ an equal, Dr at least a 5tl:On.~ i.ndliv~ly .nJ.t~ 
rest in -the .consi.derat~nQf rthe pleasing; $ubje~t. 
On the subjecttherefore of .self I will entel"P.l~n., ~ 
friend,. towbom none:o£.: my $o.ught* Qr~tiowh 

~,A 2 n~ne 



none of my pains or 'pleasures; can :ever ,be indif .. 
ferent:Wheu' I. 1j.rst cherished the design of r~ 
tirjng to r.ausanne~ I was. much more apprehensive 
ofwoundingyourttmder atta~hmeri.t, than pf offend-i 
ingLord Sheffield's manlY' and vehement: friend
ship.. In the abqlition of the Board ofTr~de the 
motives for :my retreat became, more urgent ~nd 
forcible; I)Yished to· break loose, yet T .delayed 
above a ,year before. I coulc1: takeiny: final resolu- . 
tion; -and the letter in which Iqisclosed it to YOll 

cost me one of the most painf~l struggles of my 
life. As soon as I had conquered that difficulty,. 
all meaner obstacles felI" before me, and iIi a few 
weeks I found. myself at Lausallne, astonislied at 
my firmness and .my succesS: Perhaps you still 
blame or stil11ament the step which I h~ve taken. 
ifon ypurQwn account;I can only sympathize 
with yout feelings, th€! recollection of which often 
costs me a . sigh: if on' mine, let me fairly state 
\:Vhat I have escaped in England, and what I have 
found at Lau·sanne. Recollect the tempests of this 
willter~ how' many anxious" days, Ishpuld -have . 
. passed, how manY'Iioisy, turbulent, ·hot;·unwhole- . 
Bouie· nights; while my political existence, and that 
of my friends; was at stake; yet these feeble efforts 
would have bcen uriavailing;' I should have IQst 
my seatin'piuljament, and aftcr the extraordinary 
expense'ofanother year, I must still·havepursu-ed 
the .road of S witzerlaIid, .unless I. had been tempted 
by-some:. s~lfis'ht p!ltron, ,or;.by .Lord.S~'s. aspiring 
:spirit, to:incur a.most inconvenient expense fo'r.a 
,Re\v seat; and_once mOl'e, at the ,beginningoLau 

. . ' opposition, . 
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oppo.sition, .·to: engage 'In new' scenes of bU8iness~ 
As to the immedia.te prospect;of .any '.thing like a: 
quict .nd 'profitable • retreat, ~ should not, knDW' 
where tQ ~ook'~ my friends are/nO' longer in pDwer. 
With • , • , ,.,,: :""~,·,and his 'party I hav-e nQcon";' 
neetioD; 'and:were,he. dispos8d to: favriur a ma.U.DD 
letters, it is. difficult: to.' say what he 'cOuld give,: Qf< 

what} w~ukJ accept; . the ,reign ;of pensions and 
sinecures: is ·at 7ln: eqd" and a commission in th« 

. Excise Dr Customs, ,the summit of my hopes~ would 
give :me inco~e,'at, the expense Df leisul~e ,~ 
liberty. .Whcn J revDlve t~ese circumstances iIi,' 
my'mind, my Dnly.regret, I repeat it again .. and 
again, is, that I did not embrace this salutarymea-' 
sure three, five, ten'. years. ago.. rhus muCh I 
thought it nec~ssary to say,. ,and shalL now dismisg 
this, unpleasing part Of th~ subject.. . FOIl my situ"! 
atiou.p.ere; health is tbe firstci:msideratiqn;1 and,on 
that head yo.ur tenderness .... had.; conceived: ;some 
degree of an.xiety~ I know nDt whether.,it',has 
reached you thitt.Ihad a:fit :of thegouLthp. day 
afteriny aniva.l.,. The deed is true, .but .the :cause 
.was accidental; car~less1y stepping. dDwn ia, flight 
of stairs, I sprained my. ancle ;f and my ungenerous 

. enemy. instantly took. advantage 'of, ?,ly.weakness •. 
,But since Ply breaking that double chain,. :r .have 
.enjoyed a winter.of the most perfect.healf4-.thatI 
have, perhaps. ever known; without any inixtureof 

, the.little:Jlying'· incominodities' which in my best 
days have· sometimes. disturbed the tranquillity of 
1DY: EnglishJife~, You are not .ignorant of Dr~ . 
. Tissot's. reputation, ~nd:his merit is even abov~ 'hill 
, • " A A 3 reputation. 
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reputati<m~ He ,assures Jll~; th;!.t in."his opiniou., 
the llloisture of '.Englanqand Holland is n!ost pet.., 
niciouf!; .t~le 'dry, pure,ai~'of Switi~r1a:pd mosi 
favoul1lbI~:to 2t g'()ut~ eon~titution;; that experienco 
justifie~ ',the: theory; ,and that thereat~ fewet 
'~artyrs,nf; that ,disorder: III this, than:in anyothelO 
po!lritt;r: hl.::e\l~ope.:: .Thi~ winter haS every whers . 
JJeen ;most 'll~cbJp.monly, s~vete ; and you seem in 
Englanrlto ha~e had your ,full share of. the gene .. 
t.il hardship: but in this corner, surrounded by tM 
Alps, it ,has rather been long than rigorous ; and 
~s duration stoIa away out spring, and leftus.no 
interval' between furs. ~d silks, 'We n~w enjoy 
the genial influence of the climate amI the ~eason; 
~n<l po statio.ll was' ever more calculated to enjoy 
th,em . than Deyverdun's' hOllse ,imd garden, 'which 
~re' nmv become my . .own. You -will, not expect 
that the . pen shOuld describe, what the pencil 
would impelfectlj. delineate. A few circumstance$ 
may, however, be mentioned. My library.is ilbout' 
~he same $iz~ 'with that in Bentinck-str,eet, ~vith 
this difi'eI'ence,' ~oweVer, that iJ)Stead of .. looking on 

.' a. 'pat'ed~p~rt~ ,twelve feet .square~ 1: command a 
bou~dI~~ prospect of v~le, 'mountain, and water, 
from'tnythree:~inpows:"' .. My apartment is com .. 
plethf by: a spacious light closet, ocstore-:,room, 
\vith1a > Qed~h~l1n~e~ and dressing-room. ,Deyver
dun's habitation is pleasant and conVenient, though 
less extens~ye: for ~U! ~ommon use, we have.a: very 
'handsome win~t ?-t>artruen~ of f011r roorris jlud on 

" "the grmrnd-floor, two cool saloons for th~&ummer, 
'with a. sufficiency, or ~atber superfluity, of officesl 

. ' . &c. 
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&c; . A(eJTac~, -tme hundred. yards long, extt::n,d& 
beyond the front of. the house. ~nd leads; .to. a.Qlos~ 
impenetrable Bhrubbery; and fJ'om' th.€nce the cu:-:
cuit of a long and varwus walk carricsll).e rQuhd a , 
meadow and vineyard. The intervalA afford abu.n~ 
dant supply of fruit, and every sort of~Teg~table~, ' 
and if you add~ that thlll vj1Ja (w hich h~ been, .mUch 
ornamented by my friend) touches th~ .b€st .a.nd 
most sQciable part,of the ,town, you will agree\V~t1J 
me, that few persons, eith¢l·pi·incesoIphilo:;opllcxs. 
enjoy a more d~irabl0 residence. D'~YYt:rduUj 
who is proud of -his .Q\vn works,.. bften, walks;1V:<; 
round~pointing. out, with ac,\Qlowledgrnent and 
fnthusiasm,. the beauties :that change;: with e,:ery 
Itep and with every variatlQu.of light.- llsha,re,o~
at.l~a8tlsympathize with hili pJeasure. He appe.ar$ 
Contented with my progress, and bo.s ~lready'tol~ 
several people, that he does 110t ~espa.ir . .of making 
'me a gardener. Be that as it mClY, you will be glad 
to hear that I' am, by Illy own choice, inunitely
more in motion, a~d in the opep ail', than I ever . 
ha-re beeD., formerly j ,yet my perfeGt.l,iberty an4· 

. leisure, leave me many ~tudious hOUl;~; 'an4 as the 
circle of our acquaintance retire into 'the .country,' 
I shall' be much less' ~engaged'in company an? 

. diversion. I have' seriously tesumed the ptos~t1!
~on of llly History;. each :day and each month adds 
&omething to the com'pletion of the great, w<?l'k. 
Theprogrcss is. sm,the -labour cohtinllal, and the 
end. remote and uncertain;; yet 'every<day.]>rings 
its amustlllent, as well as. labour; _ and· though. I 
dare. nbt '.fix':.L tel'~~, ~\!e~ in,.riIy, own fancy~·1 
",f A /L 4 advance,: 
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advance, with tlie.pleasi1ig teflection;'that-the busi-
llesS' of publication (should 1 be detained' here 'so ' 
long) must enforce my return'to-' England,' a.nd 
restore 'me to the best of mothers and friends~ , .In 
the meanwhile; with'health and competence, a full 
independence of mind a.rid action; a delightful habl .. 
tation,a true:friend, and many pleasaI1t acquajnt. 
ance; you will allow; that I am. rather an object of 
tmvythanof pity; and if you were more conver
sant, with ,the use of the 'Frenc~ langl,1age, I would 
seriously pmpose to you' to repose yourselfwithus 
in this fine country, My indir~t intelligence (on 
which I sometimes depend 'Yith more implicit faith 
than. on the kind dissimulation of your friendship) 
-gives me reason to hope that ~he last winter has 
been moi'e fav~urable to your health than' the 'pre; 
ceding one. Assure me of it yo~rselfhonest1y and 
truly, and you will afford me one of the ~ost lively 
pleasures. . 

" N~CC. .:' .' ' 

:EmvAR~ GIBBON, Esq~ to the Right Hono~rahle 
. Lord SHEFFIELD. .. -

, . 
, ~ausanne, JWle 19,th, 1784., . 

,.' '*' • '*' I." '*' '*'*. '*' =it '*' =it' '*' *",." ~ . . 
,In this glorious season I frequently give. tea and 
supper toa dozen men :md women with ease and 
reputation, and heartily wish you and my .La~y 
were.among" them. 'In this corner. of Europe we 
enjoy, Of shall speedily ,enjoy,' (besides threescore 
English, with L~dy, Pembroke, .andforty, French;. 

with 
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with the Duchess 'de Sivrac at their head,) M;and 
Madame Necker, the AbM Raynai, the Hereditary 

, Prince of Brunswick,· Prince Henry of Prussia, 
perhaps the Duke of Cumberland; yet I am·still 
more content' with the humble· natives, ,.than with' 
moat of these illustrious names. 'Adieu. The post 
is on the wing, 'and;you.owe me it long epistle. I 
am, as usual, in the firm 'in~ention of writing next 
week to my Lady. . , 

N~, cel. 
• i'izesame to the Same~ 

. !-a~sanne':':Oc~ber 18th, 1784., 

, SINCE. my retreat to Lausanneout.correspond~. 
ence has never- received' so, long an, interruption; 
and 18 I have been equalIytacitum with the. rest 
of the English worl~, it may,now:be'a'problein 

, among that scepticaillation, whether the Historian· 
of the Decline and Fall be a living substance 0.1', an 
empty name. ' ,So tremendous is tne ~leepy power 
of laziness and habit, that the' silence of each post 
operated still more' strongly to:bettumb·the·h3lld.'; 
and to freeze the epistolary ink. How or when I 
should have naturallY-awakened, lcannottell ; ,but 
the pressure of my affairs and the 'a,rrival of you\', 
last. letter, compel me to remember that Y9U are 
lm-trusted with, the final amputation'of t.h.e,b(!st 
limb of my' property. , 'The subject· is: hi ·!tselfso 
painful,., that' I have postponed it, like .'a, cl;1ila'$ 
physic, ,from day to,;day'j-and'losingwhole morna 
ings, . as! l 'W'alked ,·.about my' library,.: i:Q. usdes~ 
. regret 
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tegret arid impoteilt 1"esoluti6n,' you will be amaze,} 
~ . hear that. (after peeping to: see if you .are all " 
well, ahd,' ret~lrned from Ireland,- I have not :yet 
had the courage. to petuse your letter, . for fear of 
meeting with some . glooIhy, intelligence ; and, I 
wil~ llriw finish wha.t T. have to say pf pecuniary 
matters,: :before Iknmv· whether its contents, will 
fortifyrotovcrthrowmy:imhici.ssed sentiments. ~ 
'!t.* '* '* ;II' ... '~~ :tvhat p'ur.pose 
(will you say) are these tardy and useless-repinings? 
1:0 arraign your mantged·· No; I. am satisfied 
w~th the skill and th:mness of the pilot,. and cpm
plain 6nly of the unto:wanl violence of the tempest. 
To te~ehf. of yom: iettea~ into :Swit2lerland? No, 
shrely~' .every subsequent ev~nt has tended to make 
itaSnecessaTY as it lias proved agreeable;:;;:'Vhy 
thth tht!~e lamentlttiohs? . Hear' and. atterid .. it is 
to intcl"cst (if possible more strongly) yom zeal and 
.fdendshipt to· Justify a sort of avarice, ,1t love of 
money; vei"yforeign' to my character, but with 
which I cling to'thcse last fragments of my fortune. 
.... '.,. ;~, ... .. . ~ olio' ~ 

'!'. .'" II· :As fat as I can judge from. the ex .. 
petience of a year" though I find Lausanne, much 
mol'o txpensive than. I imagined; yet .my: style of 
living, (and, avery handsome. style,it is) wj1;l.bt 
bto\tghthtfJlT'ly within: myordinalY revenues ...... l 
\vish out poor country could say as much! ' But i' 
wasal~ays my favourite and t~tional wish, that at 
the 'winding up'of my affair& I might possesS: a sum, 
'front one to two thousa.ud pounds, neither butieq 
in land, nor.1ockedup in the funds, but free, light, 
, . , " and 

• 



and ready to obey any call of interest, OF pleasure. 
or virtue j to defray' ,any: cxfraordinaxy expense; 
support any. delay, or remove any obsta,clc. For 
'the attainment of this object, I trust in your a~sist~ 
ance. - • .. '.:,. ,. • ,.. .• 
Thus much for,this money traI\.saction; to'~du I 
need add i10' other stimuIati-ve, than to say that , 
my ease and comfort. very much !depend on tht 
&nccess of this plan. 

As I thought every man or sense fl,nd fortune jt). 
Ireland must be satisfied, -I, did not conceive the 
cloud so mu-k as you represent it. I will seriously 
peruse' the new edition' of your works; ,it would 
become· a classic book, if ~you -could 'find leisure' 
·(will you ever find it?) to introduce order ·and. 
t>rnament. You must 'negociate directl!!. wJth 
Deyverdun; but the .state will not heat of patting 
with their only Reynolds.· .. · I.embrace my Lady; 
let her be angryf pro~lded she be well.' Adieu~ 
¥ourg. .'~,' 

P.S. ·.The care of-Ireland may havcilmused you 
i~ the Stimmel; but hoW-do you mean· 1(1 employ 
the winter? Do you liot cast a. longing, lingering 
look at St. Stephen's chapel? With your nery 
6pirit, and firm judgment, I almost wish you thete-J 
flot ror your benefit, but . for the public. Iryou 
resoh-e· to recover your seat,d(). not listen b~ any 
fallacious and infinite projects of interest, 'contest, 
l"ctQ~ petitioll, &e; but limIt your expense. _ -
t '. ~ • 

• -Alluding to his portrait . 
. '". 



. lJ:l. 'GiBBON ~ ~Vadame .de SEVERY. 
. .. ' , . :1" 

Laus~nne, l~ 19 Octobre, 1784, , 

J E .vous .remercie milk fois, ,j\Iadame, ,de votre 
, pbligeant souvenir,.et;de)'interet que'vousvoulez 

l>ienconserver pour notre voyage, auquel"heIas! , il 
faudra renoncer dans ce moment.: En-generalle, 
clima.t deLa~anne a eteaussi favorablea:ma sante 
que sa societe'l'a etta:mon ,creur,eta mon esprit. 
Cepend3.nt Ja gOlitte,. mon ancien tyran .. n~ me per .. 
met pas d)oublierque j'aieteso,n eaclave.:, ,S!1ns s~ 
montre!: a deeouv.eJ.:t eIle ,voltige autour de moi et 

.:me fait eprouver, des resseIitimens: des soup~ons et' 
, su~tout lao cramte, de. metrouver arrete s()US son 

joug de fer, eloigne :de, ,rna. maisonet dans :u~ .mall,-
:vais cabare~ de Geneve. _ J e ,vOUS perrnets de sou p
~onnerque l'amour de .mon, cabinet.et d\me vie 
~edentaire ont influe~.sur rna' resolution, pourvu 
quevous"me rendiez 1a. justice de ,eroire que ee 
motif seul.n'auroitpoint ,resist~~ l'envie . devous 
~ccompagner.' et ~le 'eultiver~me liaisoll ,qui .I1W sera 
toujou'rs . ehhe. et p~ecieuse, ,Des mon 'arriv,ee A 
,Lausa.nn,e. j'ai:vivementsenti :vos ,?on.te~ et celles 
de.l\fohsi~llrde Severy, et j'aspirea meriter 1'hoO-:, 
ne.ur~de: votre ·amitie. ,La d;issipation de.'I1i. .ville, 
.quoiqu~un peu affoibliepar les.vendal1ges" Va..tOl\ .. 

jours !Ion. train; ,ron joue, 1'011" sO\lpe. ,et ron at..; 
tend avec jrnpatienee Ie retour des eampagnard, ' 
que, Ie' froid chassera biell~6t de leurs bois et de 
leurs champs, pendant que ce IQeme froid disperse 

les 
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. Ie .. colonies angloises, qui voilt-avec les hirondelll!~ 
ct lei ~grueschercher versJemidi un climat,.plus
doux. Hier : nous suivimes, a 1a· cite Ie. ,conv.o~ 
funebre de.l\1onsieurle BlJllneretde Saussllrc"j "la· 

, republique est divisee, Iii. politique a .. trav3)116. .dans. 
eet instant Ie senat s'assem~lepourlluid(1)ne.r .'un, 
successeur; J'ai ·l'honneur d'~tre ave~ un :p~(ait; 
devouement, Madame,.votre tl'es humble and t.r~.& 
obeissant serviteur., 

. (Signe) 

N°CCUI. 
... f,·, . " ~. • . . .' ~ 

EpWARDGIBBON, Esq. to the RzghrHonlJurable 
'. ,. Lady SH~FFI1I.Lri;' " '. 

, . ,'.. ., .. 

Lausanne, Octqber 22d, ]784.: ,~. 

, A FEW weeks ago; a,s I was walking on.mlr. ter~ 
race with 1\1. Tissot,. the celebrated' physiciaQ; J\I~ 
Mercier, the author. of the Tableau de Pafis;., the 
Abbe Raynal; ,Monsieur, l\i~ame,.l!-nd.Mademoi! 
selle Necker; the Abbe. d~ Bcturbon,· a natural son 
of Lewi~ the Fifteenth, the He~ed~tary);>}'ince pf . 
Brunswick,: Prince He.1lry of Prussia, and a dozen 
Counts, Barons, and extraordinary. persons, ~mol1g' 
W}lODl was a natural son·of the Empress of Russia, 
-.--Are you satisfied with this list? which.I couJ4 
enlarge and embellish, ,without.depal'tingfrom. 
trllth; .an~. was not. the Baron .. of .S~effield, (pr~ 
found ashe i~ on the subject of the· America~ 
trade)qQublymistaken·with rega,rd to Gibbonand 
La!1s~ne? Whenever.! lisedto hint my design of 
retiri~g, ,~Iat. iJI1.!striou~ .. Baron,. . after a· proper-

,. '.' -. e:f(usion 
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effusio~of(t-.-..d tOOls, condescended to observe, 
that such an obscure nook in Switzerland:might, 
please me in the ignorance of youth, but that after 
tasting fol'~o many, years: the various society of 
Paris and London, I shol,lld soon be tired with the 
dull and uniform round of' aprovin~in town. In 
the wmter, Lausanne, if, iri.deed reduced tO'its na
tive powers; bU,t during the sUliltner, it is possibly, 
after Spa,: one of the most favourite placeS of 
general i'esort.' The tour of S~vitzerland, the AlPs, 
all(\ the Glaciers, is' become a fashion. TIssot at
,tracts the invalids, 'especially .fron1Fr~nce; ,and a. 
colony of English hav~ taken up' the habit of 
spending their wini~rs at Nice, and their summer~ 
iri the payscle Vaud .. Such are the splendour and 
vatiety of our summer visitets ; and !Jou \'ViIi agree 
with me niorereadily than the .Baron, when I say 
that this '\'ariety, instcad of being a merit, -is, in 
my opinion, one of the.,·cry few objcctions to the 
residence of Lau8a~ul\e.· After the' dissipation of 
~he mnter, I expectetl to 11av~- cnjo):&i,· '~ith 
more freedom arid solitude,' myself, U1Y' fl;~nil, nly 
.books,.and·this delicious J?tttadise; Dlltmy' p'osi':' . 
tion arid charactel'make m~ here a s~rt of a publici ' 

, character~and oblige me to see and beseeIi :How
ever," it is my fil~ 1"C80~ution for next suhlmer to 
assume the independeilce of a philosopher, and to 
be visible 'only: to the persons who1n'llike~ {In 
that principle I should not, most assuredly, huye 
avoided' the.N eckers and Prince Hep.ry. The fo~':', 

, mer ha,'e purchased the barony of'Copet near' 
C,ene"il; and as the buildings 'WCl"C very"nnich 

. , '. - out 
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aut of repair, they p~sed this lIummer 1I.ta couu;.: 
try-house; ai tll~gates of Lausa,nne, ·TheYJlfford 
a new ex~ple,. that . pe.rJlo~'Whq hav~ tasted ~f 
grea.tne~ ~an seldom: ifCtU,l11 with. plea:ture . .to.a 
pril'ate ,tatian •. Inthemomellts when we .. wel'e 
alone hQ .cOJl\Tetsed· with. me freely, and I. believQ 
truly. on the subje~t. of his administratiOn liud-fall; 
:md bas opened sevetal passagel of modern .history • 
... hicl1would .. make,a v~ry good figure . .in·the 
American· book. 4 • If they spent the summers at 
the. castle of Copet, about nine leagues £i'om hence, 
a fortnight orthree weeks .visit wpuldbe.a pka
iant ,and .healthfu) e.xcursionr but. alas l' I fear 
. there is little appearance of its being executed~ 
Her health is jmpairedby the agitation of ber 
Illind: insteacJ of returning to, J?aris, she is ordered 
to pass, tllc ·winter in the southern provinces ,of 
France, and our last pal'tingwas s~lemn; .as I very 
much doubt whether I shall ever:see her againl 
They have now. a 1lery troohIe~ome charge, whith 
yeu will ~xpel'jence iIi. a fe\v yearB, thedisposi!.l of 
~ Darones,llj, l\Iademoisellet Necker,pneofthc 

. greatestJleiresses in Europe. is no,~ aBouteighteCli? 
wild, vain, ~ut good-llatured,and with ~:,much 
~rger .provision(){ wit thin of beauty:: . what.im. 
c)'eases their. difficultie$ is their religious obstinacy 
of malTying her only to a protestant. It would 'be 
an excellent opportenity fora. young Englishmal~ 
of. a grl!at name artd-' a fair reputation.: rrmct 

~ -, . -.: ~ .. _;... .:1 

• Obserntions on the Commerce with the American States. 
t Now ~ra~ame,dll $tael., . i ... . 

Henry 
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Henry111ugt he'aman'of sense;' for-he took more 
notice, and expresseom01:e esteem for me, thqIi 
allY . body else'. . H~is'f!ertainly (without touchipg 
his military character) a very. lively ,and entert~n",: 
ing . companion: He talked~with freedom, 'and 
generally with contempt, of most or the princes of 
Europe; with respect of the Empress of Russia; but 
never mentioned. tl1e name of his . broth~r, except' 
once, when he -hinted that' it waS ! he himself th~ 
won the battle of Rosbach. . Hi..'> 'nephe\\!', and our 
t:tepheW', the hereditary Prince of Brunswjck, is' 
helie for his .ed!lcation.'· Of the Etrglish,·whb live' 
very mllch as a natitil1alcolo~y.you will like to 
hear ot: Mrs. Fraser and aile more;.. DOlWa Cathe..; . 
rina.'pleases everybody, by the p~rfect si~plicity 
of her state o£nature. You· know she has .had :re-' 
'solution to ret~rn from " England (where she told 

,me she saw you} to Lausanne, for the sake of Miss 
Bristow, who is in bad health, and in a few days 
tlfey set off.for Nice. y',Tlle othfJl' is the-Eliza;' she 
passed through Lausanne, in her road frbtJi Italy td~ 
England;pborly in.health; but still adorable, (nay,' 
do: not froWn!) "and I-enjoyed some 'delightful ; 
hours by her ·bed-side.· 'She ,,:rote ~e a line fro~l 
Paris, but.has not executed her ptomise of visiting 
Lausanne iIi the month. of October. l\fy.t>e~ has 
runinuch fastet, and much farth¢r; than I intended 
on.thesubject of others; yet;.4n describing them; 
I bave throWn s!lme light'over myself. and my 
situatioll. A year,a.· vel'y short one, lIas now' . .' . \ 

.. The Honourable Mrs. Frailer •. 
elapsed 
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-elapsed .since; my ~rrival. at I"atisanile;' rarid.after,li. 
~.cool,review 'of my sentiments; J can jlince.rely de· 
:clare, ,tbat L have~nev~r, during a.single:JX).om<:rtt, 

.' repentt'd 'of having: ~xecuted. my ifbsurd project of 
rcrtiring to. Lap~anpe. i It.is needless. to dwell .oil 
.the fatigue; theLhurry.; thevexation:'Yhich Imu.lIt. 
'~ave felt in th~ narrow-,and -dirty circ1,eofEll8;lish 
politics. My present life wants nofoll, Jind shines. 

,bYlits owItn~tive: light; The ~hosen ,part pf my 
I Ii brary,.is noW"arrivedj and arranged in ,a -room full 
,as good ~ ,that in nentinck~tr~et, wit1~ this, ,dif~ 
terence indeed,. that' instead. of: ~ooking 'ori.a stone 
cou~ twelve feet square,: I co~mand; .fI9fn,three 
. windo:ws of plate-glassJ.an 'unbounded 'Pro$pect.of 
rmany 'a.·.1eague of vineya,rd; of 1ie!ds,of wood, '.of 
'lake, and 'of moun~ains ; a scene' whicQ,Lot:d.Shef.. 
.field will tell yOll is superior to all youi:an: imagine. 
, The climate;. thougp. sey-ere in',vinter; ha:lperfect,ly 
¥greed: withinycoiistitUtion; and-fhe yeads.ac. 
'coniplishe~l-:with91.lt' any rettir~ pf the gout. -Ail, 
.excell~nt,house; a, good table, :a:pleasapt 'garden. 
Are rio conte1!lp1i~le ingredients: ih,;human. h~ppi. 
n~ss.;;The general ~tyle ofso~ietyhits(my.fallcy; 
:1 have cu.ltivated a large: flndagreea\>le,circle of 
Ja:cquaint~nce;and,Iam' nmch dece,ived if. I have 
Inpt laid th,e foundations- of. two or three more in'ti
.. mateaIid: valuable, conne.ctions;, but;'th¢irfiari.Ies 
Jwould _be; indiffere!lt,:and. it would ;requir~ pages, 
·.or' ra:ther: lTolum~;.:to desqri be:-. theil~ 'persons and 
-ch~racters:", ,With.regare} to mystimdingdish~:my 
~omestic friend, I co~ld"l1ot bemuchdisappo~nted. 
: after an intimacy-of ~ight~ancktw~rity years .. ,His 
i".l"OL. 1I.:u :u heart 
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heart and his head are excellent; he has tb~ warm
est attachment fo~ me, he is satisfied that 1 h~ve . 
. th~ same foc him:-. some slight impeifectiQns must 
be ,mutually ,supported;, two~ bacluilors, who h~ve 
lived so long alone and~ indepenq,ent, haye their 
vecuJiar fancies and humoUis, and when the mask 
of form .a,nd ceremony is .laid aside, every moment 
.ina fCl:mily-:life hasnotthe sweetn~ss,ofthe honey
moon, even between the husbands and wives who 
·1J.ave the. truest. and, most: tender reg~d for each -
o~her. Should you be very much . surprised' to 
hear of my being married? Amazing as it inll¥ 
·seeJ.ll,.I'do ~sure you that t~e event is less impro
bable than it. would have appeared. to myself a 
twelvemonth ago; ,Deyverdun and I have often 
agreed, in jest and in. earnest,. that a house like 
ours would pe regulated, and grac~d,and. enlivened, 
~y an.' agreeable. female companion'; ,_ but each of 

. us seems desirous that his friend should sacrifice 
- . . -

himself for .the pU1Jlic go9d.' Since. my residence 
.. here ,I have lived much in women's company; and, 
tQ ,your credit be ~tspoke~ 1 like you the better 
.tl:te more I see .of you~ . Not that ,I am. in, love 
,with .. any particular person.. I have dis~overed 
about half-a-dozen fvi'Vtl who would pl~ase me jn 
.different ways, and by various m~rits:· one asA 
mistr~ss (a widow, vastly like tke Eliza; jf $he re:-
turn~ I am to bring ,them together);. a second, a 
liv:ely entertaining acquaip.tance;a third, a sincere 
gQo~-natured friend; a f~>urth, who would repre
sent with grace and dignity,· at ~he. head of my 
table and family; a fifth, an. ex~ellent economist 

.. and 
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~nd hopsekeeper; and asi:xih, a veryuserul nur3e., 
Could I find all ,these qualitjes united·ina: ·single 
persdn, . I· sMuld' dare to make my addresses, an4 
should ileserve to be refused. You hini in ~ome 
of your letters,' or rather' postscdpts, 'tha'tyou cort· 
aider me as having renounced' Engla:nd, andhav~ 
irig fixed myself for the 'rest iof my life in Switzer..; 
land, and. that yOU' . suspect the 'sincerity of'my 
'\Tague or insidious schetne~ of purcliase' or· return. 
·To remove, as- far as r can, your doubt~ and. sus.. 
picions, I will tell you, on that interesting subject, 
fairly and simply 8.S" much as.l knqwof my own' . 
intentions. ·There is'little appearance that I· shall 
be suddenly recalled. by' .the offer' of ,a' plaCe Or . 
pension. I have no . claim lo·the friendship of" 
your young minister,' and should-he 'propose'. a. 
Commissioner of. the Customs,' or Secretary.at 
Paris, the ·supposed. objects . of-my 10·w.ambitiOnJ 

.Adam in- Paradise -would refuse them-Withcon
tempt. Here therefore I shalicertain~y-,iive till I 
havefiriished the remaindel' -of -~y History; an 
arduou" work; which does. not proceed so. fast as 1 
expected, amidst· the: avocations of society,' and 
miscellaneous study. " .t\s soon as it,is'complete~.· 
most probably, in three or four -years, I shall -iIt
fallibly return to . England, about,the. m'onth of . 
Mayor June; mtd the: necessary labour of print.. 
ing' with: care two: or. three quarto 'Volumes, will 
detain me tiUtheir-, publication; in' tp,e ensuirig 
spring. :·.Lord . Sheffield i aiid yourself 'will be :tht;> 

. loadstone that m.ost forCibly attract~ -me; -and as-'X 
shall be a vaga66nd :on the fac"eofthe e31th~ I'shall 
. B B2' . be 
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,be~ the better qualified to ddmest:i~atemys~lfwith 
:you; .bo,th in town and coulltry •. ' . Here, then, at nQ ' 
;yery extravagant distance, we, have the~ cyrtainty 
(if we; live) of spell,ding ,a 'year together, ~in ,the 
. peace and freedom of a friendly jntercourse; and a· 
year is no verycontem'ptible portion ,of thismol"tal . 

: .existence.· Beyolld that period;1l1 is dar~, Jmt not 
·gleomy. Whether,! afte~' .the final ~colllpletion of 
.1ny,·HistQry~. I ~hall.1:etuInto Lausanne,' or settle 
,in England. must depend f on a ~ thousand: events 
,w hi,ch lie beyond the; reach, of, human foresight, 

. the s·tate· of public, and. private ,',affairs,myown 
h.ealth, the health and·life of Deyvetdun, .the vari
'.ous'changes:which ;Ulayhave rendered ,Lausanna 
'm~edear" or less'agreeable, to me than at present .. 
;Butwith~)Ut losiilg ourselves in.this distant ,futuri-

. :,ty,lvhich perhaps we may never see, and without 
, .giving any positive answer t9,Maria's parting ques

tion, ·'\vhethen I· shall beburiedi,n England or 
Switzerland,.: let me seriously. and -.eahlestly ask 
rou, whether you, do not mean' .to- visit me ,next 

,summer? The defeat at Coventry. would,- I ,should 
, think, facilitate the project:, since tIle Baron is.n~ 

longer. ,detained the whole .winter from his domes-
,tic affairs, ,nor i~ there any ,attendance on the 
. House that keeps, him' tUl Midsummer in dust and 
cisp~te~ . I can's.encl Yoll a pleasant route, through 
N ormandy,Paris; ,and Lyons, a visit tQ the G la
ciel'S,' and your retUIn dow-uthe Rhine, which 
.-would be cOlumodiously executed.in three or four 
months, at 110 very extravagant;. expense,. and 
would be pl"oductivC' of J1.ealth ' and spirits to you, 

.. " of 
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otentertaitiment to you both, and of instruction 
to the Maria. Without- ilie smallest inconveni
ence to myself, I aIlLableto lodge youiseJves an~ 
family, by arranging you in. the. winter apartr.nent, 
which ill the summer season is not of any Use to 
liS. I think you ,,,ill be satisfied withyour habita
tion, and already see you in YQunlressing-iooin; a 
small pleaSant room, 'with a 'delightful ,prospect to 
the west and south. If p6or'auntKitty (Jou,ou:. 
lige me beyond e:'Cpression~ by ,you1' tender care of 
that extellent woman) if she, were 'Only ten 'year$ 
younger, I would desi~e you td take her with you; 
but I much fear we shall never meet aga.in~ .. ¥~!i 
will nofcomplainof the brevity 'of this epistle;':} 

. expect, in returnr a: 'fuJI and faIr account ofyou,r.;. 
selt; your, thoughtsand'actions,.'sbul.and ,body, 
presen:t"3.nd future,-.in the- safe, though uMeserved~ 
confidence of' friendship.' The ~aron:in two"words 

; hinted but an indifferent account of yourhealth; 
you are a fine machine';· but as he .• was ;abse'Iit in 

. Ireland, I hope I understand the cause ana the l'e;. 

ruedy. ' Next to ~outs~lf,I'want to hear,. of, the, 
two, Baronesses: . You must give· me 'a ,faithful 
picture (and though .a mother' youcah.· give·it),.()f 
their present e,xternal and internal fOflIl5i; 'for a 
year Jias now elapsed, andintMil' lives' a year iii 
an age. Adieu. ,Ever yours, . 
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EpWARP <h~BON, Esq. to the Right H~nourahle' 
.' Lord SHUFrEin." . 

, ' Lau~anlle, March Itjth, ! 185. 

-My long ~ilence (andJt has been lang) must nof, 
on this occasion, be imp\lted to laziness, though that 
little devil may likewise'have been busy;· But, you 
'cannot forget h01\"'ma:o.y weeks I remai.n¢d in sus~ 
pense, exp~ctingevery post the final sentence;'and 
}lot ,knowing what to' say in that passive unc::er:' 
tainty, , It is now something more than a fortnight 
'sin<:c; your last letter, and that of.,GQsling info_rm~ 
me of the event.' I have, intended .every day to 

. ~rite,~d every day Thave started back with' 
reluctance. and disgust, from th~ consideration of 
the wretched' subject. ' Lenborough irrecoverably 
gone, for three-fourths of its Teal, a.t least of its' 
ancient, ,value; my seat. in parliamen~sunk in the 
abyss of your cursed politics, and a balance neatly, 
cyphered and' summed by Gosling, whiCh shews 
mea very shallow purs~, in:which otllers have a 
elearc.~r right to dip than myself. .' .. 

,,- '.. ~archfZlst. 

'" Another week is now elapsed, andthough ~Qthing 
is changed in this too fai.thf\ll state of my ajfairs, I 
feel myself able to encounter them 'With 'more 
spirit and resoI\ltion; to I,oak on the future, rather 
,than, the past, on the fair, "'ather than on the foul' 

, side 
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8i~e of.the prospect. :1 shall speak in the ,.conn" 
dence of fri~l1dshipl' and while .you listen~ to the: 
more doleful tale of my wants and .wishes, you, will . 
have the satisfactioI\of hearing some circumstances. 
in my present situation of a tess unpleasing nature. 
I.In the first; place, I most heartily· rejoice ·in .the: 
sale, however unfavourable, .e>f the. Bucks :estate. 
Consid¢ring the dulness of tho.times, and the high: 
interest of moneYJ it is not a little to 1>btain even,a., 
tolerable price, and I am·.sensibIe ,how muchyotirl 
patience and industry have been exercised to' extort, 
the payment..! .. Your resistanc~ to my'Swi.ssel)::.o. 
pedition ,was more -friendly than ,wise .. Had" t 
yielded, .after eighteen· months or suspense and, 
anxiety, I should now, a still pOorer man. be driven. 
to embrace the. same respurce, which has succeeded, 
acconiing to, 0; e\renbeyond, my most sanguine 
expectations. I do notpl"etend to havediscoveted 
the terrestrial paradise, whichhas not been known. , 
in this world since' the fall of Adam; . but I can, 
truly d~clare. (now.:the charms of rio.velty .are long. 
since faded,) .that.J have. fqund: the plan of . life; 
the best adapted to my temper' and .my.~ituation.; 
I am now writing to: you in It 1:00m as good as that,; 

,in Bentinck-street,' which commands the country" 
f;Q.e lake, and the mountai~s, and the Open!Dg pr~: 
spectof tIle spring. . The aforesaid' room is fur~ 
nished without ntagnificence,.butwithevery con"; 
veniency for warmth, ease, and ,Study~and the walla 
are already c9vered .. \vith more ;thin twa thousaild 
volumes, the- choice, of; a chQsen library. I hav.~ 

. B B 4 health, 
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health, :,friends,.: an~:arilUsink .. s6ciety~' and~ 'perfect·. 
freedoru.. ·.A .Commissioner of the Excise~! the idea 
lhakesIl\e, sick. If you, ask:me :whatI have' saved' 
by ;my, retreat 'W< Lausanne, ,Lwill fairly ten you. 
(in, the two great articlesjof a carriage and a: house.; 
in :tow, .both' ,vhich were iooisp~n~a;ble; 'and:are f 

nowannihilated,witk the difference of. clubs,' pub
lic: places, 'ser.v'antS , W3ges, &c.)about fou,r h'utidred' 
pounds, or guineas; ~yeat ~"no in~nsiderable sum,' 
when it:must be ·an~iually:found:as additjonto in' 
~xpen~ewb.ichis somewhat larger than 'my' present 
feve~tie. ' 3. ]V,\ot isth'en, you will ask, my present; 
(:stahlishment 11'1';$ is :Dot by any me~nS a cheap , . 
~.untry.; and, except in theartide ofwine, I could 
give.:a:diB~er, or make a coat, perhaps for the, same . 
~ticejn.LDndOn.aiat Lausanne. My chiefadvan .. ' 
·tage·il!ises·from'the thing'S.which I do not want; 
aIid in.'some. respects Ply style of living is enfarged-

, py' the ,inCl;e1lseOL my . rellltive importance,: an· 
pbscure' bachelor in Englan4, the. maste~ ~. a COil""' 

sidera.ble house !it Lausann¢. ' Here lam -expected i 
to return. entertainments, .to receive ladies, &c. and, 
to perfornqnany duties of society~ which, thQugh: 
'agreeable enough in themselves, contribute· to· in-; 
flame the hOllsekeeper'sbills.; .. But in a quiet,pj·u.: 
~ent, regullJ.r course of life, 1 think I can support: 
1Ilyself with. comfort and· honour for six or seven 
~undred pounds a.year, instead of a ithousaiulor' 
:~leven hundred in England~ .~ . ! :,.1 

... Besides these uncertainties;.'(uncertain·at least as . 
f:cJ the time,) ~. have a sure and honourablesupplyl 

, fro~ 
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from' my'o~n!peIi;' 1 con'tinue'my History with) 
pleasure and' assiduity; the way is 19~~ andlabo
nous, 'yet I see the end, and I can almost promise 
to land in ~ngland ne"t September twelvemonth,; 
with 'a' manuscript of the current value "of ;about;! 
fOlsr, thousand pounds, which wiUafford either a; 
small inc(une:or a large :capital. 

It :is ,the privilege ()f friends4ip-to' make oUr 
friend&: patient .hearer, 'and active 3.ss~ciate . in.' our' 
own "affairi; and I have now wri~ten' five' pages on" 
my pt;vate a:ffairs~without' saying & word. either oil 
the 'public, or of ,yourself..: :Ofthepublic 1 have 
little to say ; I never:w~a:very'Warmpatl'iot,and: 
I grow eyery day adtizen ,of the 'world.; '1;'he 
IIcramblefoF pc)wer or profibl.tWesfminster o~;Str 
James'stand the names ·of Pitt anti' Fox; becmnei 

"less ihteresting to ~e than those:of Cresar ,and, Porn.;; 
pey. You are ,bot a friend ,of the jrt:>u:ng minisfel.;! , 
bu~ he was a great favourite on the continent, as he' 
app'ears to be still ; and you mus~ 'own tMt the fair"; 
ness of his:char~cter,' his eloquence; ~is applicatioIi~ , 
to business, and even his youth, must prepossess at 
least'the' ignorant 1n his favour. 'Of the 1merit~xt 
defects of his administration, Icanilot'pretend to' 
speak; but l find, from the complaints of some in:'~ 
terested persons, that· his 'restraints on the smug"'
gling of tea' have already, rui~ed . the East .India: 
Companies of Antwerp and Sweden" and t1l'a.teven 
the Dutch will-scarcely filld -it worth their whildo 
send an.y'ships to 'Chinar :Yollr Irish friends appear 
to be more quiet;·at leas~ ~he vohint~ers arid national' 

. congress 
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c<>ngress'seem to subside. 'How far that tranquil-
lity must be purc~ase~ on<>ur side,: by _any per
nicioussacrifices, . you will best decide; and from, 
some. hint iuyoyr" last letters, l ,a.m, inclined W. 
think that you are less affected 'than ~ight be suP"' ' 
posed with national 01: local prejudice. Your in;.. 
traduction I have ',attentively read; ,the matter, 
thougltmost important in itself, is out of the line 
of my' studi~~ a:J1d habits, and the subordinate beau
,ties of style you ·disclaim .. ' Yet I, can.say. with 
truth,tha~ I never~met with more' curious and dili
gent,investigation, more. strong sense,. more liberal 
.'spir~t,'-.and more cooL ~nd impartial temper in the 
sa~e' number of pages. By ; this , time you have, 
pr~bably read N ecker:S book on the finances.. Per... , 
ha~ for YOll.1here is to<) much Fren~h enthusiasm 
and paint; .but i~ ·many respects you: must have 
gained a knowledge 'of his ~ouiltry ;- and on .the 
whole, you· must' have been pleased with the pic
ture 'of.a ~gi~at and benevolent mind. , In your 
attac.k .on DeyverduD for .. my picture I cannot pro-' 
mise you mucn ,success; heseeninesolved to'main
tain. hl~ :right of posse~&ion, and your only chance 
would be a: personal assault. l'he next~ummer 
(how time slips away!) was· :fixed for l"0ur visit to . 
Lausanne. We. are prepared, at all points to re
ceive you, my Lady, and, a princess ,or two, with 
their train; and if you ha~ a proper contempt for 
St. Stephen's.chapel, you are perfectly free, alid at , 
lei~ure (can you ever be at.IFisure?) for the su~m.er· 
season., ; As y~u are now.1I1 a :great measure dlS-o 

engaged' 



, 
engaged from~ any affairs; YOll mayfiild -. time ,ta 
inform me of ,your proceedings and your projects. 
'At present I do 110t even.know wh~~her you paSs 
the winter at Sheffield-pla{!6 or in DQwnirig.street~ 
AIy Lady revenges herself of my long silence; yef 
I embrace her and the infants. Adieu. You have 
deranged the Decline and, Fall'this.moming. I 
have finished my epistle since dinner, and am. now 
going to a pleasant party a~d good s~p.per: 

Net tcv. 
E'DWAl\D GIBBON, ESfJ. to tkeRigktHonou.rahli- ' 

. Lord SHEFFt.ELD:· . 
. - , 

La?sanne, Sept,:mber,$th~:1185 •• ' 

. EXTRACT from a w:e~kly English .paper~ Sep., . 
tember 5th; 1785.- " It i& reported",plJ.twe 'hope_ 
without-foundation, ,thit,the celebrated Mr. ,Gi~ 
bon, whQ h3.d-retired to LalJsanne, in, Swiuerland;: 
to.finish his valuaWe History,1ately died inthll.t 
'city." . >. . 4 ' 

The hope of theNewspaper-writ~ is very 'hand ... 
s~w~ 3lld obliging-to the Hi~torian; yet the.re ar~ 
,everal weighty reasons. which would.inclineoine to, 

. believe tbat the intelligence may pe true. Primo,; 
It must' one. day pe true; and thereforiinay very: 
probably ,be 'so at pi'eselit.: -Secundo, ,We,ufay: 
,alwaYI_ depend'OIl. . the iJ;Ilpartiality, -accuracy,' and 
veracity.J)fan.·English newspapet. :rertio, which 
is indeedtbe stroDgest argument. weare,c.reqiblY 

• informed 
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informed: ,that. for a long:time P.ast the said, cele~ 
. brate~ H;istorian has notwrittet;t to any of his friends' 
int.E;nglfl:nd ; and as that respectable personage hacl 
always the reputation ora most exact and regular 
correspondent, it maybe fairly concluded from hi'i 
silenCe, t11at he either' is, or ought to be de,ad. Tile 
Only objection'that 1 can foresee, is the~ssurance 
that. Mr. G---~,himself read the" artiCle as. he ~as 
eating his q~akfast, and laugJle<;l very heartily at 
the mistake· of ~his bl:other historian; .' but as he 
might. be' desirous of, conc¢aling that' unpleasant 
event, we shall not insist on- ~is apparent 'health 
and spirits, which might beaffected1?Y that suprt~ 
politici3:n. He affirl))s, h9w~ver, not only that he 
1S alive, and wa's so on the.5th'of September, but 
,that hlidie'ad, his heart, his 'stomach, are in:, the 
m9st perfect state, ,anQ.'· that the climatei<>;f Lau
sanne llas·· been· cOilgenial both t"o his inind and' 
}lodY. He -contesses' iiideed" that after-the last 
severe wittter, ~he'~out, his bId enemy, froni whdm 
he hoped to ·,have ~scaped" purs~ed -l1In( to his 
retreat among the mountains bf Helvetia, and'that 
the siege wis.loitg. thQugh; more 'languid tha:nin 
his preceden~ attacks';'after . .some exercise of pati.; 
cnce he began, to::crecp,:iand 'graduaUy to w~lk; 
and though he can neither fUn,' nor fly, nor dance, ' 
he slipportshimself \Vithfirmnes.s pn' his two legs~' 
and would,willingly kick th~, impertinent :Gazet
teer; ,impertinen~, eriougp~ : though 'inoreeasily t() . 
,be 'forgiven ,than::. th~ insolent Courier' au Bas 
'Rllin, who'a.bout'three years ago amused himself 

, and 
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and hJs teiiders with a.Jicti~ioJ.ls, epjs~le fron( Mr, 
,Gibbon to Dr. Rooertson;. ", _'" 

,~ Perhaps' nowyo~,thinkj Ilaro~, that.! shall apo
logize in,humble. style, for my .silenc~ and,neglect~ 
But" on the (!ontrary" I do,~sure you t1~at I. apt , 

"truly,pro~o.ked at your ~dship's not condescend
ing ~ b,e in a passi.on., I niiglitreally have b~~n 
,dead, J might. ha~e been, si~k ; if I Were,' neither 
dead n.or, sick,.I deserved .. vQlleYJ>f curses i:l.nd re
,proa~4es for my inferna~ la~ines$, i\.nd y~u have'de-
frauded ~eof my just ~,lleS. H~.l been-,silent 

,till Christmas, ,tilL doomsday, yOu, ;WQuld.,n~ver 
. bare thQught .i.t. ;Walth yo~r while; to' ablise ~me,. 
,Why then(l,efme ask in , youi" .. name),d,id: .. you not 
write before?:.;rha.t i,s inc;l~ed a,v~ry £tLrious,qu~s
',tion of natural and llJox:al philosophy. Certainiy, J: 
.am not lazy; ,elahora~ quar1;Ofihave proved; and ' 
will ,ab\1n~antly prove my-diligence., :I:can write; 
,8par~ my modesty on.' that subjec;:t.l1ike~t,06on-
, verse :with my. fJiendsby pen and, tongue" and as 
SQon ~. I can set.-nyself a-going, I kno% no mo
ments that run off.more pleasantly. I am sowe~l 
·convinced of, that truth,. and s'o much. ashamed ,of 
forcing peopi~ that I love to forget me, that I have ' 

,no.wresolved,to s~t lipartthe first hour ofeac~day' 
for, the 'discharge of. my, obligations j beginning, 
, .(om~e deraison~, with, yo~rself, ,.an.d~ reg,ularly pro-

ceeding to Lord Loughborough and the rest. May 
,JIeav~n,. give me strength'~d gr~ce. toa.ccomplish 
,thisJau~able. intention! Amen .. , ·Certainly. (yet I 
,c1o,.not, kno~ whether it be 'so~certain) 1'should 

, ,wJ;ite much oftener to you if you were not'liBk~d 
,In 
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in business, 'and if Diy btisiness, had not-ahvays 
: been of the unpleasant and mortifying kind~ ,Even 
nowTshove the ugly. monster t6 the end of this 
epistle, and-will confine'him to a page by himself, . 
that he· may' not infect thepurerait of our cor:' 
respondenc~. Of my situation here'I .have little, -
ne,,; to say~ except a very comfortable, and singular . 

,truth,. that'mypassion ,for my· wife·ormistress 
(Fanny Lausanne) 'is'not palled by satiety and pos ... 
session of two years." I have seen hetin all seasons, 
and in aU humours, and though she is not without 
fau.lts"they are in:finit~ly' overbalancedbther good 
.qualities. Her, face is not handso]Ile~ but her per'; 
son, and every thIng about her, has admirable 
. grace and beautyi" she is ora very. cheerful sociable 
temper;' :without much. lea~ing, . she is endowed 
:with'tasteand good sensei and though' ~otrich, , . 

-, the simplicity 'of her education makes her a very 
good economist ; 'she is forbid 'by' hef parents' to 
wear any expensive finery; and though her limbs. 
are. not1Ill.lchcalculated for w~ing; she has ,not 
yet askt;d me to keep hera coach., Last-spring (Deit 
tow-ear the metaphor to rags) .l saw Lausanne in a 
l},ew light during 'my long;fit Of the gout, and m,ust 
boldly' dec1are;.that eitheI: in health -OF' si~kness 
I-find it far more comfortable than your huge me~ 
·tr<?polis., In ,London my connllement was sad a:nd 
solit;l.,ry ; the many forgot my existence when they 
saw me no longer atBrQokes's; and the,few;who . 

. :som~times cast a ):hought or an -ey~ on theltO friend. 
~were detained by' b1.1Siness or, pleasure, the distance' 
.of the way, or the hours of the House.ofCommons, 

, , . and 
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and I ,Was proud and··happy'if ·}.cou!d·prevail OD' 

Elmsley to. enliven the· dulness of the evening. 
Here the objects are nearer, and much more distint:t~ 
and I myself am an object of much larger magnitude: 
People are DOt kinder, but..they are more idle, and 
it nlust.be confessed, that;'" 'Ofa11 nations OIl'. the 
globe; the English are the least att~ntiveto the old 
and infirm; I ~o not nlean in acts of charity; but 
in the offices of civillife~ During three months I 
have -4ad round my chair· a s~ccession of agr~eable 
menalld. women.who:ca.me with a smile; and 
vanished at' a nod; and as soon as it was ag~eeabie 
I had a· constant p3.lty' at cards, which was' 'soni~ 
times'dismissed to~eir respective homes,' and, 
sometimes deta,inep by J?ejverdun,to supper, witli:.. 
ou~ the least ,trouble or inconvenience ~o :plyl. 
self.' In· a. word,. 'my plan'has most . completely 
answere.d.; and I solemnly protest; after two years 
triaI,that.l bave· never in a single, moment 're" 
pented of my transmigration. . Tb,c' only disagreeJ.· 
able cir,cumstance is the' increase of . a r~ of, ani~ 
mals·with which ~is, countryha~ 'been long in
fested; and· who are ·said to come-from an island.in . 
the Northern Ocean: I am told; but it seems in
credible; ~hatupwarrl:sof forty thousand' English; 
masters and servants, are now absellt'on ;the cqn". 
tillent; and lam sure we have our full preportion, 
both inJown and country; from themonth.ofJun~ 
to,that of October. . The occupations of toe closet~. 
indi~e~ent. health,. ·'Want of.· hors€:,s, in .!lOme, mea,. 
sure plead my ·excuse; yet 1 do too much to pl~se 
myself, and probably.too little to satisfy my'cov~~ 

. . tl]men. 
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,trYl11f;n~,.· :What Ii: stilll1'1Qre:u:nlucky is; thl,l,t ~ p;trf 
9f.t~~ol.ony'of this. pl~e~e:p.tyea:r ru:e 'r~alIy go'od 
~QmpaJ;ly,· people one" ~no'ws, ~c .. ; the ~t\.sto'n&; 
,I:Ialc$,. Uampdens, Tre,vors;, Lady elarges. a~d.;Miss 
C~rt.er,~19rd N o'rthing~)Ii, ~c~~ . .I 11ave s~.e~ T~eyor . 
sever.Fll times. ;"w:~ talks o'f Yo'u,and ~e,~m~ t9, be a 
mo're e~act c.()];resPo'ndent tha,nmyself, His wife)s 
IDQch,imp.rqved by Jle,r.dipl~atic life, and shines ill 
~v.ery,co'mpa,ily a.$ a.wqmil.q..·o'ff~~h.ionanp. elegance~ 
.:aut. 'tllPs~ wl}p hiyel~epaid me fo'f t11~.res.t,.w~~·(!Lo'l1d 
iln4l-ady .Sp~)Ice1.'. . l.&:C!-w: them ah,n,o'st evei·y day, 
atmY)lQ.USc;. q1;' their .9wn" ~ur~ng·,..their stay of a 
Jrto'.ut.Q..;.f.o'r th~ywere hastening to Italy, that they 
)lligh~~·~tu·mtp Lo':n~C:)ll.nqt~ebruarY" .H~ is.a 

·.v~Lua"ble: :Illanj and.-wh.ere:he.is familiar, a. pleasant 
F()mpll-nio'ni .~he.~ . charming 'Wo'lnan, who'~./with 
~e~s~ and spirit, has. th~ simplicity and playfulness 
pf:.a child.: . Y P\l are nDt igno'rant o'fher ~alents~ of 
.w}lic1.1 sheha$)eft ;m,e'an agr~eabte .specill.1en,a 
. dJawing o'f, the l-.listoric Ml,ls.e, sitting i~ ~ tho'ugh~~ 
f~ posture to' Co'~pos~.. .So much 'o'f S_elfa~d. Co. 
Jet 118. n.ow tl:\.lk·.Et littleofyo,ur hOl~se a~d YQur two 
cqul;).tr,ies. Poes.illy.Lady :~v~r jDin,hi theAbuse 
.which I ha,v~ merited fr()~, yo~? "J~ she satisfied 
:wit1~ her:.own behavio'ur,.,h.e~·impardQn~t>I~ silence, 
.1;0 olW ~f ,t;he', prettiest,. most obliging, ,most, enter
~aiJling, Wo'~t, ~ ~c. epis~l~s th!l.t eyer. 'fas. penned 

.. &inc~. the ;ep:i~tles of, .... ~,~ ,.. * ~?c ,Will 
'~hen9t .mew.oneW:o'r¢l ()f reply? .1 w;mt So'me· ao.
~()unt Df he{ spir~ts, llealtl~~ an~s,emeli~, ,Q,f theele;' 
gant flCCo'll'lplisllmei;J,tSof Maria" and theop'ening 

··gq~c~sof. ~ouisa;· of ~oUl'~df .I,wish. ~Q ~ave, So'me 
.', . . of 
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of those ditctilswhich she is most likely, to t~ansrnit; 
Are you patient in yow' exclusion from the House? 
. Are' you 'satisfied: with legislatlng'with your; pen-? 
Do you paSs the-whole wiiiter in towil? Have you 
resumJ!(l the pursuits of faiming,.c.?Wh~t new: 
connecti01i~ 'pablic or, priv~te" have. you-.fQrmed? 
A tour to thecdntinent would.be, the best medi .. 
cine for the shattered nerves 'of a soldier and poli .. 
tician. By this expressiopyou ;w:ill perceive tha1\ 
your letter to Deyverdun is receive~; jtlande,I_as~ 
post, after I had .alr~y wpitten the two first pages 
of this composition:' 'On 'the whole my fiiend'w~' 
pleased and flattet~d; but inste,ad 6£ surre;ru!erjng; 
or' capitulating,. he ,Seems tp' ~ makmg' p~epiU'a:; 
'lions for an obstin~te' defence~ He~ already talks, 
of i:he+ right()f possession, ·,of the duties of.a good : 
'citizen, ofa writ rJe ereatr'egrium, and ofa vQte of: 
the. Two' Hundred, :tpat who~oever shall,~dir~ctlyi 
or indirectlY1&c. is an'enemy topis~oU,Jltry. Be.: 
tween you be the strife, while I, sit with my scales 
in'my hand,-like Jupiter'bn Mount lda. : I begin' 
to vieW" with the same indifference. the . cpmbat pf: 
Achilles Pitt,. and Jiector Fox; for such) as it. 
should now seem" m~tbe tlie.comparisonofthe' 
two warriors.· ' • ... • - .. , . • • 
At this distance I am much less angry ,vitI! bills,' 

'taxes, and'propositions; than t, am pleased with Pitt, 
, for niaking . a. f!'iend and a ; deserving man happy, 
for releasing Batt from theshac~les of the law, and'· 
for enhancing the gift of a: secure ahdhonourable 

'; iN I ~. - . 'f. !' ; 

•. His port~it, p~i~ted by Sir Jo;hua Rey~~ld~. 
\'OX:,Il. C C ' com-
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cOmpetencj,by the handsome mannefin which it 
was conferred. This I understand to be the case, 

_ from the unsuspicious 'evidence of Lord N orthing
ton and Chief Bar()n Skinrier,; and if 1 can find 
time, (r~olutio.,)l will send 'him a. hearty co~ 
.gratllI~tion; if I fail, you may at, least communi
tate my intentions. Of Ireland I -know no~hing, 
and while . .!' am-writing the Decline of a great Em
'pire; I have not leis1lfe to attend to the affairs of ~ 
remote and petty province. I see that yourfIjend 
Foster has been. hoqted by' .themob~ '"3Jld unani-

. mously chosen Speaker of the House of .Commons. 
lIow could Pitt'" expose himself. to the disgrace of, 
withdr!lwinghis' propositions 'after 'a public at
tempt? Have Ministers no way of tomputing be
forehand th~ sense or nonsense of !in Irish Parlia-. 
ment? I ani quite in the dark;. your pamphlet, or 
book, would probably .ha.ve opened .my eyes; but. 
whatever lJIay ha.v~been the reason, I give you 
my word # honour, that! have ~ever seen ruir heard \ 
of it. . Here we arem\lch more engaged with con
tinental·politics. In general we hate the Em
peror, .as 'the ,enemy of pea~e, without daring to. 
make war. The old lion of Prussia acts a much' 
more glorious part; as the cJlampio~ of public tran
quillity: and .the independence of' the· Gennall 
States:'. ..-

And now for the bitter and nauseous pill of pe:' 
(:uniary business, upon:which I shaUbe as concise- . 
as possi'ble in the two. aJ:t1clea of my discourse, land 
and mon~y~· "4o .. ., •. • .. 

It is impossible to hate" more than I do:lhis'odious 
. ,- ~ecessit1 
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necessity Qf ovr4tg~ borrowing, anti~ipating; and i: 
·look forwards with impatience to the happypedod 
when the supplies will always be raistd within .tl,le 
year, with a decent and useful surplus i~ the trea
.fiury. I now trust to the conclqsion~ofmy History, 
and 'jt ,will hasten and secule the prin<:ipalcom .. 
forts of my life. You will believe I amnot lazy. 
·yet I fear the.·term is somewhat more distant than 
I thought. My long gO,ut lost.me.three months 1n: 
the spring;. in . every great work unforeseen.dan~ 

.gers, arid difficulties, and delays will" arise; a.nd 'I 
should he rather' sorry th~ surprised if· next ~u':' 
tumn was postponed to the ensuing' sllring.. If my. 
Lady (a ~ood creature) should wtite to Mrs. Por
'ten, she may convey news of my ljfe and health, 
without saying a~y thing of this PQssible . .delay; 
Adieu. ' .I embrace, &c, . . 

'L&usanne, October 1St, 1785. ' 

N° OCVI. 

EDWARD GiB~ON, ~Si; ,to'tke RigTtt·Honoura'ble 
Lord SHEFFIELD.' . - . '. ' 

, ' ,uLusaW1e .. Januarj1 7th,1786 . 

. : HEAR, all ye nations! An epistle lrom,Slleffield
place,: ~eceived the seyenteenth of January, is .an
swered the same day;· and to .say the truth, this
~ethod, which is the. be.st, is at tpe, same time the 
most easy and pleasant. Yet I do. flot allow that 
.Dn the' .last, past. sile:nce and delay·you have any 
more reasq~,;~o swear-·t4an- myself. Our letters 
.c~ossed ·'.each other, our. claims are equal, and if 

c c ~ .·both 
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~o~h had 'beenstiffiy 'maint~ined, '~ur m~tuat Sl-i 
lence'rnust ,have continued tIll the day of judg~ 
ment.:Th.e 'lSalance 'was doubtless in my favouri~ , 
if you 'recollt;cf die leng!li, thefulne~s; the '\Tadety 

, of 'pleasant and instructive matter of my:Iast dis..; 
patch. 'Even..af present, of~yself" my' 'o,ccupa..; 
tioris; mj designs, 1 have 'lihk'or nothing to add; 
and :canonly· sp-eak ' dryly' and:~ briefly to very dry 
and disagreeable bu~iness;, >It, >It >It , ~, • '*' 
But we'shall both a-gree, that the true criminal is 
~y Lady;, and thmlgh" I do suppose that a letter is. 
on'the'road, 'which will·make someamerids, her. 
~b~tinat~, cantumacious, dilatory silence; so many 
moiiths or yearssin~'rny valuable letter,~sw~)1thy 
a. royal tigress.," ,. * *,,,... ''* 
Noh~ithstanding your gloomy politicians, I do love 
the funds: and were the next war to I'educe them. 
to half, the remainder would be a be~terand plea
santeI' property, than a similar value in your dirty 
acres. 

. ~' cc1Ii~ , ' " 
EDWA.RD, GIBBON~ Esq. l~ tlu! Right H()flou~ahle 

, 'Lord SI:!EFFlELD.,. ';, 

" ,Lausanne; May'10th.' '1786. ~ 

By' the difference, i ,suppose, of the t>bsts of 
France imd Germany, Sir' Stanier's l~tter,' tlloug~ , 
first ,vritten, is stiU on tl1e road, and yout's, whicfl . 

, I 'received yestetday 1110rning~ brought in~the first, 
account of poof l\Irs'. Porfen'S departure~~lThere; 
~re fe;,vevents that could afflict ,me ~te:..l:1repl)\ 

, ·····'.anu 
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aDd;'I have be.en eve( ~ince in a:state, of mind more 
deserving of YQui pity than .ofyour reproaches, I 
.certainly am -not ignorant that· we. have noth,ing 
better to wish for ourselves, than the.fate of·that 
best-humoured ~voman, as' you very j~st~ .. ~ty}~ 
.her j a good utlde1"~tanding <tnJ alJ: e~c.ellentheart,. 
with .health, spirit~r and a competency. to live }1il 
the midst.9f her frien.d~ . till. the age. of JourSfO{e; 
;wd then ~os}lIlt, her"e"ye~ wi~hout 'paiuo~:remorse . 
. Death.can have deprived .. ~er only Qf SI);;ne, yt!ll,rs. of 
,wel!-kness, p~rhaps of misery i qnd for JJ;l,YlieJf, )tA 
.surely lessp.ainful to lose he, at present,. _tha;n~ tq 
find her on my visit to England next year sinking. 
,under the weight of age. andinfirmities~. and per~ 
haps forgetfu~ of herself a.n.d of, th~ perso~.o~~e 
th~ dearest to her. . AJl this is p~rfec.tly tI:ue :: bllt 
all these reflec;tions will not dispe~ a thousand. sad· 
;md tender re~nembrances that rush up0:tl"PlY ~ind! 
;To her, car~ I aIll. Indebted in earlie~t-illfancy' for 
.the preservation ;of my life ~n<l. health. I was a 
puny child, ,negle~tc<J by ·my.m.other; stat'ved py 

. ,my .nul:se •. anq.: of who&e 1;>eing iery little. care ,or 
-expectation was entertained; without· her mater"! 
:nal.yigi1ance I. shoul4. either have b~en ill my 
grave,' or imperfectly, lived a cr,lO)oke,d ricketty mon; 
.ster, a j purqen to tpy$.elf and others.. To }ler .in': 
stI~n~i:ions I Qwe the fir~t rudiments Qf.klwwl~dge, 
th~. first exercis~:pf reason, a,n~ a tast~f(J1.:hoo.ks, 
:wWch' lS ,still th~ :p~e~ure .and, glory of :my life; 
Jl.nd thpugh .. ' sh(} t.a\lgqt .~~ neither. languag~ ;1101" 

IIcienc~ :sh<! WllS .c~l'tain!Ycth~ most useful pre~.ep
~f J..~re.r.had=-:; .. 4sJ I g~e.,y, 9P~ ,ap.)n~ercoli};Se; o( 

. . ......• . .... ccS .'. " ~birtl' 
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thirty years endeared- her to me, as the faithful 
f#end and the ~greeable compahion. You have seen 
with what freedom and confidence We liveq .toge
ther,' and .have often admired n;r cha.i-acter 'and 
.conveI1a.tion,which could alike please, the young 
and the' old.. All this is now lost, finally,. irreco
ve.rably last! .. I ,v.ill "agree with my Lady; that 
the immortality of the sout is at some times a very 
c.omfortabIe-.doctrine. . A thousand thanks' to her" 
fo1' h~r cx>nstant kind attention to that poor w~" 
man. who isfto more. I wish J.had as much to 
',applaud, ·and as little. to' reproach,. in my' own be
'haviour towardsl\:[rs.· Porten since 1 left. England; 
and when I· reflect that my letters would have 
soothed and comforted her·decline, 1 feel more 
deeply than I ca~' express, the real negle~t, and 
se~ming indifference, of my silence." To' delay ~ 
letter from the Wednesday to the Saturday, and. 
then from ~e Saturday to the Wednesday, appears
Ii. very s~ight offence; yet in the repetition 'of such , 
delay, we'eks, months, and years will ,elapse, till 
the omission m~ be~ome' irretrievable; and· the" 
consequence mischievous or fatal" After a long 
lethargy, 1 had roused myself last week, and wrote 
to.the three old· Ladiell, IPY letter for Mrs. Porten 
went away last post, Saturday "night, and yours 
did not im;ive till- Monday morning; 'Sir Stailier 
,will probably open it;. ap.d read the·true picture 9f 
my. ~entiments for a 'frien<i :who, when 1 wrote, 
wasa1re~dy" extinct. ',l'here ,is something sad and 
awful in the thought; yet,. on the· whole, I am 
'no~'sofry that eventhi$ tardy'epistle preceded my 

" . . ~now-' 
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knowledge of her death: but .'it did not/ precede 
(you w~ll observe) the information, gf her danger
ous and declining state,r which I f!onveyed in my 
last-letter, and her anxious concern tPat she s1].ould 
never see or hear' from me again." Thisid~a" an4 
the hard thoughts,wbich you mUl?t e.ntertain.ofmt":, 
press so 'much: 'On VlY 11.lihd, that ~I 'must fra~kly 
acknowledge a strange,inex.c1ISa~le supinen(!ss,on 
which I desire you w01!-ld ~ake ,no CQmment, , and 
wllich in some 'measure may account (o~.;my de
lays' in ~orresp9~ding' with you', rhe unpleaSant' 
nature of business, and the. apprehension of findiJ1g 
something diia.greeable, teIPpted me to 'postpone' 
f.rom day to day, not only the. answering, hut ~v~ 
the opening,. your penultimat~ epistle; and when 
I received your. last,' yesterday~oming, t~e seal 

, of the former, was stnr unbroken. Oblige me so ' 
far as to 'ftlakeno reflectio!l:l; my 'qwn may bepf 
servIce to me hereafter. Thus far: (except,the last 
sentence) I have run on with a. sort of melauchol y 
pleasure, and find my heart. ~uch ,reJieveq by 
unfolding it to, 'a friend.-And,' thesubject--so 
strongly holas me, so' much disqualifies .me for 

;other discours~, either serious or ,pleasant, that 
here I wQu]d,willinglystop, and', :reserv~all mis- , 
cellanebus matter. for a 'Second' volunteer 'epistle, ' 
But we both know' how' frail' ate ,proinises, how 
dangerous are delaYIl, ' and there, are some pecu
niary objects on which I-think it necessary to give 
yo'uan ~immediate,· th9ugh nowt;l.rdy,explana
tion. '. • ... • ,=II' ... ... ' ,'" >It, .... ! •. 

. ,Adieu. 

cc4 
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.. 
N° CCVIII., ,' . 

. $'DW .\RD GIB~~, '~s,,: t~Si1' St~~IERPORTEN" 
'- . Kensington Palace., , .. ' .. 

~:[y"DEAR SI.1i.. . ., • I.a.usanne,.May 12th, .1(86 ... 
.. • T.ffE me,1ap.c40Iy event 'Yhich youchav~ commu-' 
,nicated, 'iny<;mrJast ohligi:Qg' l~tterof the, twentY~ 
'Jo\lrth:of~pril" JIlight i~<Jeed !be ~o ,~aturally 
,fearedapd, exp~cted., If:we cons~lt:o'Qr.cr~.~so~ w~ 
J;an,wishrigthing. better for ourselves. ,than the lot 
,of that dear andvalqable friena. whoJll we hav~' 
:IJ9W l~t.~~ 4- warm h~art~ a stron~ and ~lear un .. 
;derstanding" a most j~valuabl~ happine~s of temper, 
.\vhich shewe4 .. h~r tpe agreeableorconiforta~le 
.side ,of eyery obj~c,t, and every sit!la~io~; an. easy 
'COmp-etency.th~ re~ard ofher ?w'n attent~(m;pri
'.'yate' frien<lship,gener!ll estee!D,a ,mature agel ,and 
~ placid,~ec1ine"But. these ,rational, motive~ of 
-consolation are in~ufficient to <;h~c~; a.' thousand 
soft and sad ren,le~b,ranc~s that r~sh i.nto my mind; 
the intin:mcyofa'whole lif~;, of , mine, 'at -least, 
from the earliest da~ of my infancy;. the' ~a~er
nal and assiduous careotIUY hefllthl and afterwards 
of my ~nind; the freed9m- a1ld frequellcy of ~)Ur 
,'tonversation~; .. theregr~t which~ 'felt iiJ.our last. 
separatipn, and the hope, howev'e, f~nt -aIld .pre
.cari<;ms, of seeing her again .. Tit;ne alone ca.:q re",· 
concile. us tq this irreparable loss, and to his 4t!a.t~ 
ing power I D;llist recommend your grief, 'asweU 

.• - His aunt, MI's.'Catherine Porten. 
.&11 



EDW.A.~P_ GIBBON, ESQ. S~S 

as- my own. . .Iliincerely applaud her, very. propet 
and natural disPQ~a~ of he~ effects,an~m prou!1 
Qr. the pre-"enUnence which she lias allow.edme i,~ a. 
list of dear and worthy relations. . . . 

I am too full of. a. single i4ea .to expatiate, as. i 
.hould-othenvise do, OJl indiffer~nt ma~ter~; yet
not totally it:id~~~rent to. inyJr~ends, since they re.
late to'my present situation. _ My health ill in. ge:
uera! perf~ctly goo.d, and the only dz:awbac~s some 
pcc3j,i.onal visits-of.the. gout, whichabate,how7 
'~ver,. in. strength, apd· are grown, I think,. less . freT 
quent and )t~ting.: ',The life wh,ich~I lead is' .teni-:
i>era~e and tranquil,3.l1d.t4e distemperitselfts :not 
~oIDm<?n .in the puri~y.~nd.drynessof the clima,te ..... 
.After a long ~rial,.I ca.n now approve.mY.6wn 
fhoice of rf<tiring tQ 8witzerlandt. 1. amj d~r Sir, 
most affectionately yonrs.. _~ 

N" CCIX. • .• 
. . . . ,.' .' . 

[»w .. Ut» (;IBBON, Esq. 'to 'the Right lion. 'Lord 
SHE:FF.i~LD. . 

.' ' 
~Lausalmll, July)!2d, 1786 •. 
'It ... ... ,011:, ., .. - ,. ..•• • ... 

~ ...- ,~ .', '-
~ :.. .'" SINC;E I. bav~_ aI1?ther. pag~; jiBd 

~o~~ l~isure m~ments, we m~y·~ well-.e:Qlploy.it. 
lD fnendly conv.erse; tho more . .sQi· ~,~e great let.. 
ter~o which I alluded is 'w('n~rf4!!yprec;arious' 

. !lll4 uncertain: the more.so likewise1as our corre
spond~nce for some time P!lst has b~~n ~f an abrupt. 
1J.nd dIsagreeahle cast. Let .. us first talk·of Shef
tield·~.workS: they are O{t~osOlts': Prim~, J:'wo 

nymphs; 
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nymphs,wh~m I much desire to see~ th~ sprightly. 
Maria and. the gen.tle Louisa. I'perfectly represent 
them both, in the eye of fancy; each of th'tm ~c.. 
complished . according to her. 4ge and character, 
yet totally different· in tlieir external and internal 
fonDS. Secunda, . 'Three pamphlets ~ pamphlets! I 
cry you mercy;' three. weighty treatises, .almostaS. 
useful: as an·inquiry into t~e state'ofthe primitive 

. church. And here let. me ju&tify, if 'I have not ' 
before, my silence on a subject which we authors 
do, not ~asily forgive. . The first, whose firstedi
tlons 'had seen the. light before. I lefttitgland,. fol
lowed me here: ina more' complete condition; anil 
that Treatise' on the American Trade has been read" 
judged,. approved; aild reported •. 'The sel:;ond, on 
Ireland, I have seen by accidentthecopy:you sent 
to Mi: Trtlvor, who passed last· summer (eighty
five} here. The third, and in my present situation: 
the most interesting, on the French COIl}merce,· 
I have not. yet seen by anym~ans whatsoever, and 
y()u who know what 'orders you have given to 
Elrnsley or others, will best discern: .on. whom 
'should be laid the fault and the blame. But to r~ 
turn 'to' YOlir' books; all 'tRat I' have s~en must do 
y6uhonour, and might do the public service: you 
are above the trifling deco~ationsor'styl~;' but 
yaursense is strong, your~iew's impartial, andyour 
industry 1audao~. 1 find that your Ameriean 
Tract is just translate~ into German. Dp you still 

~ ." . ~ 

.~' ;.. 

• Lor" Sheffield.·did not p~blish his observatioDion the Fl·ench· 
freaty and Commerce. . . . 

'. ~ \ cor-
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correspond with • • • .? If he could ~sta-' 
blish a beneficial 'intercourse between, the two first , 
nations in the world, I would' excuse himesome 
little political tergiversati(m., At some distance o~ 
time and place, those domestic squa~1~8 lose much 
of their jmportance; and though I lihould not for-, 
give hiin any breach of private friendship: or confi~'~ 
dence, I cannot much blame him if'he chose ra
ther to secve his family and his country, than to 
persevere m a hopeless,'-a.nd,'as I suspect, an unpo
pular opp~ition. You have never told m'e clearly 
and correctly how you suppott your inactive retreat 
from the House of Commons j wl1ether you have 
,resumed your long forgotten taste for rural pI,ea- , 
sures, and whether you nave p.eve~ cast a lOok to- . 
waTds. Coventry, or' some' ,other' borough. equally 
pure and respeetable. In. -t4e 'short space that is 
left'I will only repeat mo~e distinctly, .that in the, 
present contempl~tion of my work, June or'July 
of next year is the earliest term at which I can hope 
to see Englan:d. Do._ n~t be childish-or passionate ;' 
trust me, I wish tq appear in E~gland; 'but it must 
he wjth my book in my hand: ·ands. book takes 
more time in ~a.king than al'udding. Adieu. Will 
my Lady never 'Write f " 

, . ". 
" 

,ED! ARD G!BBON,_ E8fJ~ to the' Right Hon. /.brd 
, , ',' SHEFFIEL». - ' 

. .' , "Lausanne, :January .29th, 1787. 
AFTER some saUie~ of wrath, you seem I at length 

to have subsided in' 8uUensilence,aoo- I must con-
. '. .fess 
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fess nottptallywithout reasort, Yet -ifyour:min4 
be stj,II open to truth,Yo\.l. wtiL confess that ram 

. not. .. black as,I appear .. ' 1'.. Your Lordship_h~ 
shewn much less activity and eloquence thali.for..; 
merly,-andyour last .letter was alYanswer to ,min~ 
\vhich I had expect~d sonle'.t~me with imfatience. 
Bad example:> are dangerous to young people. -2. 
,Fqrmerly'l·have.neg1ecte<l answering your epistles 
'On essential, thO.ugh :!lnpleaSant, bjlsines:;; and th~ 
res-puhlica-or,.privata- may ha.ve suffered by my 
. neglet::t. SupPQsing;',therefore we }lad »0 transac
·ti9ns,·.why shQ'uld. I write ~o often?,' To exchang~ 
sentimental.compliments,,?r. to rdate the ,,,~arious 
andjmportant ttansactions' of the republic of Lau- .' 
sanne.... As lp~g as I do .n<Jt inform you of my' 
death, 'Y0t! ,hlJ,ve. goodgro~n~s to believe 'me alive, 
and well. Y O'Q. have a. gene~al, and' will soon haye 
,a more particular, jdea. of my system and arrange~ 
·menthere. .One d~y·glides;away aftet~nother jn 
t'ranq uil uniformity. Ev,ery object must ha.ve sides 
and mOments less lUmInous than other~; bll~ upon' 
the'w1tole, the life and the pJace whichl,have·cho
sen ,are IU()~t ,happiiy adapted' ~o my. cnaracter and 
circuni.stanc~s; and, ,1 can now rep~at; at the. end 
of three years,' what J soon and sjncerelyaffitmed,. 
that never, in a single instant, IJ.!J.ve I repented of 
my scheme of retirement to Lausanne; '3. retire-. 
men.t. Which "\Va!! judged py. my best and -wis<;!st 
friend a project littl~ sh9~·t· of insanity. The place, 
the people, the cHmate; have answered'or exceeded 
my warmest. e¥-pecta~ions. Andthou~h : I" truly 

. rejoice'in 'myappro<\Cbi.ug;v~it; to .Engl~d"-:l\lro , 
, • Pitt, 
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Pitt, were .he your friend· and mine; would not find 
it ~ easy task to prevent my J"eturn. 3 .. And '!jaw; 
let me add a third reason, which often diver:tednie 
from writing; 'namely, my impatience", to see yOlJ 

this n~xt summer. '. I ~~ bu}l~ing·agreatb.Qok, 
"hich,. besides the three stories already exposed. t~. 
the "publieeye; will have three stories 'more before 
we reach the.roof arid battlements. You toO' ha,ve . 
built or altered a great (}othic-castle with ba~onial 
pattlements. ,Did, younnish it within the tiIt!:ti 
you intended? ,As that tim~dre~, neal',didyou" 
not" ~d . ao thousand nameless 'and 'Vleltpected. 
WOl"kli that must be pelfol:med.~· each of th~ call~, 
ing for a'p~)l:tion of time and labour ?~nd' hadyoll 
;not despised, nobly despjsed; tqe .minute dilig~nce. 
of ~nishing,~tting IIp,,'a'nd.fur~i~h~ng the ~art .. :.. 
lDents, you would have discovered ,a new. train of 
indispensable business. .such; ,a~ teas .. :, bas' .been" 
my caSe; Along while ago, when I contemplated , 
the distant prosp<::ct of my work, .1 gave: you. and 
m~elf. some hopes of landing in,England last au-. 
tumn; . but, .alas ~ when~autumn 'grew near, hills' 
began to rise on hills; . Alps on Alps; and -I 'found 
my journey far. more. tedious, and 'toilsome.tha~. I 
had imagined .. ·WhenT look ~ack on the Jengtb . 
of ~he undertaking, and the variety .of materials, I 
cannot accuse" or suffer myself to be accused '.of· 
idleness;, yet it appe4req that unles~ I dOli bled my 
diligence, allothel' ,year, and perhaps more, would 
~lapse befor~ I. could embal'k. ~ith, my complete 
manuscript.", \. Under these ciiCumsta.1;lces I to.ok, 
~nda.m Iti.llexec~ting, a ~old and meritorious res~ , 

lution. 
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lutio~., The, morriing~ in winte~, and in a: country 
of early dinners, are very' concise; to them,-my 
usual period of study, I no~frequently -add the 
eveningSt renounce cards and society, refuse the 

_.most agreeable eyc:nings, or perhaps. make my ap
pearance at·a late supper .. By tliis 'extraordinar1 . 
industry,''Yhich I never practised before, 'and to 
which I ,hope never to be again reduced, :1 see the 
last part,of. my History' growing apace under my 
hands; all my materials are collected a.:tid arranged'; 
I··can exactly' compute, . by the .square foot, or th~ 

-:square page, all that remainS to be done;' an~ after 
concluqing ·~ext and notes, aft~r a· generall'evi,ew 
of my ,time and my ground, I no~ can decisively 
ascertain the nnal period of· tlie Decline and Fall; 
and s:=~ boldly promise that I will dine with you 
'at Sheffield-plaCe in the month of August, or per
haps 'of July, in the present year;'-within less than 
a twelvemonth of the term: which I had loosely' 
arid.originally fixed; and perhaps it would not be.' 
easy. to find a work of that size and importanc. in 
which the workman has ~o tolerably kep.t his wotd 
with himself and the public. But in this situation~ 
oppressed with this· particular object,. and stealmg 

. every hour from my amuseinent, to the fatigue of 
the pen; and the eyes, you willconceive, or you 
might conceive, how little stomach I have for the 
epistolary style: and that in~tead of idle. though 
'friendly, con'espondence, I think it fMmare agree
:able to employ.my time 'in the effectual m~ures 
that may hasten anel exhilatate our personal inter
yiew.About a. month ago.1.had a voluntary, and 

not 
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n~t riIIpleasing, epistle from Cadell; he infonns. 
me that he is going to print a new octavo edition" 
'the former, be~ngexhausted, and :that. the· public' . 
expect with .impatience the .conclusion of that ex .. 
cellent work, whose. reputation: increases ev~ry 
day,- &c.· L an~wered hint by the retuin~'of, the. 
post, to inform him of the Retiod ~d extent of my 
labours, and to express. ~ reasonable .hope that'he 
would .;t the same value on the three last ,as he 
had done on the three former volumes.. Should we 
conclude in this easy manner a,transaction so h()-<' 

. nourable, to' &he author and bookseller,JDY way is 
tleararid open -before me; in peeuniary matters I 
think I am assured for the ,rest, of my life of ,never 
troubling my friends, or being troubled my~elf; a 
state to which I aspire, and which I indeed· de .. 
serve, if not by my management, at 'l~ast . by my 
moderation. . '.' 

. In youi' last, yoq talk' more of· the, French treaty 
than of yourself and your wife and· family; a'true 
.Eng~h quid nunc!. ',For my part, in this remote, 
inland,· neutral country, you wi~l suppO.se,· that 
after a sliglit glarice OIi the papers, I- have neither 
had -the means nor the inclin~tion:' to thix1k very 
deeply about it. As a citizen of thC1 world" a Cha'; 
racter to 'which ,I ~ every clay rising orsinkirig~ \ 
I must rejoice in every agreement .that diminishes. 
tha ,aeparttion betw~en neighbouting' 'countries, 
which softens their prejudices, unit.es their inte
rests and industry, and renders their future hosti· 
lities lesl frequent and less i~ptacable~ . With r~. 
gard to the present treaty; I hope' both nations 'are 

, ' . ' . gainers; , 
~ 
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gainers; sinc~ .otherwise 'it cannot be lasting; a11<.1 
such double mutual gain;is surely possible in fa-ir 
trade, though i~ could. not' ea&ily happe~ in: the' 
mischievous amusements of war' and ~aming. • 
! :It «< :It • What a, delightful hand have 
these great statesmen ·lI1ade' of it' since my .depar. 
ture ~ v.rithoulpower, and, as far'as i cart see, w~th. , 
outhope._ Wh~n, we, meet,! shall, advise you to 
digest all your political and commerCial kn~wledge, 
(England, Ire~an~, France, America,) .and, with , 
some attention to style and order, to make the_' 
whole a classic, book, which may preserve ~our 
name'and benefityour'coUntry: I'Know not_wl1e: 
ther 'you bave seen Sir Henry Clinton .since his 
return: he passed a day. with me, and seemed 
pleased with my' reception -and place., 'Ve talked 
over you arid the American war~' I embrace the 
silent my Lady, an4 the two honourab~ Misses; 
~hom I sigh-to behold and aljmire. Adieu. Ever 
yours. 'I. . , ~ ~ "." ~~ .~: ~ 

'Though I can pal:t with Hmd, you. find .I cannot' 
part with books: ,the remainder, of'my library haS 
so long embarrassed your room,' tliatj~ma:y: now. 
await my presence· and final' judgment. . Has· my 
Lady ~ead ,a novel Intitled Ca.roline de' Lichfi.eld.
of our. hom'c irianufac~ure? I, inajrsay: of OUfSi, 

since Deyverdun and myself,vere 'thejil:dges and 
patrons of .the manuscript .• · ,The author, whOJ is' 
since-married a· second tim~, (Madame de Crousaz; 
now Montolieu,) is a. chat,niing woman .. I was in 
,~ome danger. '.. ' 

.. ~ :-' 
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, ' .. N° CCxt. 
,liDW,ARD' GIBBON, E,sq: ,'to. the Righ't 'I!ono~t(lh/~. 

, ' ,'. Lord SHEFFIELD. . . ... ., 

,Lau~anne, Jllne~d,1787. 

I ~EGIN to. discoyer ~ that if'.1 'wait till' I, could 
achieve'. a just and, satisfactory' epistle;. eq.uaHy. 
pleas"ant Jllld, instructive, , you 'would ·llawe ,a.: poor 
chanceo~ hearing frontm¢., I will therefore' con~ 
tent. myself,\'Iitha',simple,answel" to a questioll)' 
which {I love to. believe) you 'repeat withsorile, 
j~patience: "When may we expect· yoU/in. Eng-' 
land?~' My great bliildilig is;.~ it)\tere,completed~ 
fUld some slight o~lllIientsl the painting and g1~!ng . 
()f the last'finishedroOms may ,be dispatched.w.~th",· 
out inconvenienCe in the autumnal residenceot 
Shefficld~Place. .It is' therefore my.' :;,jn:~ere an4' 
peremp.tory. intention' .to depart.: from' Lausanne 
about, th~. twentieth 0f July, aild to :firid :mysel~ 
(me trouv.er) iii Loudon on: or befOl'e the' glorious 
fil'stof August. ..1 kno~.of .not.hlng· t}lat can pre~ 
ventit but .a fit of tp,e ,gOJJ.t;~the. capricioUs tyr~nt; , 
who obeys no laws -ei.ther of tilDe or pI~ce;:i.nd sa 
unfor.tUn:!te~y:are w~.circutp.stanc::ed; that sueh~' 
fit,if jt'iatne..late and lastedJong, would effectually' 
disable me;' fl;om . c,oming tilt. ncx.t: spring; :since:' 
. thet:ebr I sh.ould . lose the season, tliemQnsoon, foi 
the impression of three quarto, volumes, 'which will 
'requi~ nin~ "ltionths, .(a. regulai·.;:parturition.;)·:in"d. 
cannD~ ad..vantigeo!lsly appear .after' the .beginning 
(l1;·,~iddIeofl\1I\.Y> ' At-the. same thlle do .. not he 
·appi'eberi.sivet~it Lm.ean.to· play you a dqg'sJricl< • 
. . "VOL. rr~ D D . From 
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From. a thousand ~otives it: is my wish .to comt' 
o.ver this year; the desire of s.eeing you, and the 
iilent sullenIriy Lady; the·family 'an-angements; 
discharge ·of serva~t~, .which I have' already made j" 

'. the strong wish of settling my three youngests:hil
'.aren in' a manner honourable to them and beiItfieial 
to the'il' parents; Much miscellaneous~atteqises 
tdJDy peJJ.~ but ,I ·will not be tempted t9 tnI1l the 
leaf:· Expect me therefore a,tSheffield-Pla<:e, with· 

.• trong" probability,about the' fifteenth ·of . Augllst. 
: Adieu-, Youts.· . . . 

Nil GCXII . 

. ~DW~RD GIBBoN, Esq. 'to :th"'e Rtght Hono~rl!hu 
. .'. . '. Lord SHEFFIELD'.' " ." 

. ' L,ausaD~e,july'21st, 178.7. 
o .: - • • 

',T~E twentieth ofJ~Jyis past; and lams#U d 
Lausanne; but'themal'ch ofheavybOdi~s, such a~ 
.armies and rustQrians,. can seldom be' foreseen or . 
fixed to. a pre~ise day.. Some: particular reasons, 

. hav¢engaged me to allow' myself. another week i 
arid' .the day of my- dei>a~ture is .. now (I believe) 
determined for Sunday the twenty-ninthinstan~ 
You kn,Q\v the road and the .distance. . 1. ani nti 
fapid:Englishtraveller, and my servant jsn'otac ... 
.customed to ride post. I was nevel' fond'ofdeeds,' 
of darkness, aild'if.the weather be.hot, we must 
repose in the middle of th~ day.'., Yet the roads are 
ilJ. general good:. between sun and sun the intervcU 
is:long;' and, ba.rring the accidentS:of windS and 
waves,.' I. think It possible to.reacllLoudou·in tep. 

'. . or 
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tn' twelve day~; .. oViz; .~: or before"the ninth .()f 
August. . With y()ur active spirit; yo,:\wHl ScaJ,'ce 
undt:rstand how I··can·lf)ok .on· this easy journey 

. with some degree of reluc~nce. and apprehension; 
bilt after a tranquil sedentary· life -of f<mr-yearsi.· 

'(having .lain. but.·a. single night o~t.'.ofmy ovm 
bed,) I' see mountains and monsters in the way .; 
and so happy do I feel myself a( kame, thatnothing . 
but the strongest calls.of friendship and int~rest 
could drag me fro~ hence. .-

N' CCXIII . 

.. Tkl Sa1JZe 10 the. Same; 
Adelph.i. Hotel; .\ugust·Stb,: 'lr~r; . 

. INTE~LIQENCE EX;TRA()IU)INARY •. This daj(Au-" 
gust die seventh) the celebrated E. G.arrivcd. with.' 
a numerous retinue (one servant).. We hear that he 
has brought over' from ;Lausamie the remainder of 
his History. for immediate publicatio~. Tliepost 
had left tewn~etore n:iy' arrival. I am pleased, 
but indeed astonished, . to find myself. in .Lon.don, 
after' a, journey of sit hundred miles, . ;m.d hardly 
yet conceive how I had resolution to.undertake. it'.. 
I find rnyselfnot a little fatigued, andhave dev-oted. 
this hot day to privacy. and: repose~ without having . 
. Jeen.any. bOdy ex~ept.Cadell andElmsley, and roy. 
neighh<:>ur Datt; whose C;lvility amounts to ~il1£l.. . 
ness and real friendship; . But you may .depetid on. . 
it, ..thafinstead-~sauIlteriDg in·towh,;or giving'j 

way to evuy.temptation, I will dispatch my nece&. . 
iary' work, 'and, hasten. with impatience ~tO( the. 

n n ~ ~ove$~ 
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groves of Sheffield-Place; II. project somewhat moret 
~'atio~a1than the h.asty· turbtile.nt: visit which YO\lf 

vigour had imagined. If yciu come up to, qui<;ken . 
luydiligence 'we shall meet the sooner; but I see 

. p.o appearance of. my 'Ieaying town before. the ~nd' 
-Qfnext week .. I.embrace; &c. ~Adieu. . . 

. ' . N° ~CX.tV.· 

.AL GIBBON' d1l-lizdame 'de SEVEI{V r .. _.. '-: 

Sh~ffield-PI~c~; c~'l ~~ptembre,'17 8.7 •. 

'. N O'1;'RE ,ami Deyl'~rdun"vous, aura deja 'commu
nique, l\1adame, 1~~ .prem~eres ~lOuvelles de Il!~n 
,Voyagc; et de Ih9n' a.i:"riv~e,· £n quittant Lausanne 
j'~ptouv.oisles sentiim;nsd'dIi homme qui s'arrache a 
.sa patrie. Depuis,quati"eans j'y.goutois It:,s do~cellrs 
d!urie vie. tr~qui:ile et sedentaire: Ie bl:uit, Ie. iI.l0UYC

~ent, les fatigues_ duvoyagem'cffrayoi~nt d'avancc; 
j'etQis content et heureux'd'!-ns ma peti~e enc~inte, 

.' et en franchissant ies. premihes montagncsje .v.oyois 
avec une sOrh~ (l¢surprlse et d'epQuva):lte ie ~ond~ 
q}lis'agrandissoit devan~ llloi. 'Ces'crai,l1tes 'pueriles 
~toient fortifiees' par des re~ets plus d~gnes d'un 
hOIPtne·raisonnable~. Je perdois'd~ y~e cette po~i:", 

: tiOll~iliqu~ sur,Ia terre, ce lac, ccs .1ll011tagllcs,· ces 
riants c6teaux; ce tableau charmant qui pa.roit 
to\,).jou~-s II:op.vealJ, au~ ye~x IU~ni.e!1 accoutum~s de$ 

-leur ~n,fancea ~e ,voir. J e laissois ma.bibliotheqlle, 
. la tet:ras~e,moJ). bcrCeatl,' une'P1~ison: l~iante. cHous . 
. ces .. petits objets· de cQ1R~odite jQurnali~re .q~e 
l'habitude nous rend si necessaires, et qOl\t l'abs~'l1ce 

.. uou~ .f~t ~ tous: 'n~om~ns sentir la:privatign. . Sur 
tous 
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tous Ies pays de "l'Europe, j'avois' choisi'pour. rna; , 
retraite, Ie Pays de' Vaud, : et Jamais jene' me' 5uis' 
repenti un: seul instant ,de 'ce choi~ , 

, La tra.Iiquillit~ du gouvern:ement, qui vaut mieux 
peut-~tre que notre, libel'te orageuse, uri, p~uple 
aimable, une 'societ~ dquce et facile, lapolitesse 
r~unie avec la. simpli~itedes mreurs,'voil~,lesobjets 
quej'ai 'cherches'1 Lausanne, que j'y ai .t;rouves,:et' 
que j'aurois difficilementtl'O~VeS ailleurs. Je comp- , 
reis av~craison sur un ami dtftrcnte ans'qui ne:m'c" 
laiss~ rien' a d~!iirer, qu'rine-iant~ mieux afi'enqie1 et 
parmi une .foule de c~n'noissances~greables, je mOe' 
fiatte d'avoir acquis~' et je one cra,inspas de perd~e~ , 
l'a:miti~(l'une f;t~ilie' eritiere'dont clr.!.que.individu 
(je pai'le en simple historien) possede Je' ,caract~l'e, 
Ie genre de m~rite, etlell' talens qui cOli,,~iertnei1t'a 
son' age, 'et a sa position:' voiIa mes ricllesses" J ~ , 
me :rappelle 'sou vent ,avec l'econnoiss,aricc, ct avea 
plaisir, lebonheur que j'ai 'gOll.teJ etl'accueil que j'ai 
re~u.,a Lausawne, et" j~ ne', pourl'Ois nie consolerde 
notre separation; si je n~ conservois pas l~el!peran'ce" 
disonsmieux. Ie: desse,in, ferme et,inebranlable, de 

'revoir au pl'intems prochaiti mapatiie d'adoption., 
• <Mon'voyage s'~st pass~ s~ns evenemens~ : ,En.;, 
ferme seu} , dans, une boete, ro:ulante, je, jouissms, 
doucemeritd'un ta.bl~ti :mOuy~nt ·qui se v,arioit a 
chaqu~ instant,~et au milieu de mes id~,e8et ete mes 
livrcl,lcs' jotirn~es,'S'.ecouloient';s!lns ,enil'iJ:L· Un. 
seul trait hitcressant que lai recueilIi en traversant 
la Bourgognepol1.ITa . :gr'~sir: Ie' ~'voltime des cause~ 
cH~bre,s,de':ces'm~prisesfata1es' que'lestl'ibunaux ' 
de Ftanceno,us o~tsi' s,ouvent fQ'tunies., E\l chan- ' 

D'DSgeant 
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geant de chevauxje pretoisl'oreille a.l'entretien dq 
maitre de poste et d'un, abbe qui rai~Olln,oient su.\, . 
une affaire laqu.elle occupoit, 4ans: ceo mom~nt'ilc\ 
t<>:us.lesesprits; unejl.1stice pre&idiale avoit,con", 
damn6 deux accuses~ ,l'una, la potence, l'a,utre au~ 
,'galen~s :ils e:qappeller~t.au parlement de Dijop. i 
~t ce.. tribuIlaI supr~me ann d~ n~ pas, c;:opier trop 
~erV'ilemen,t I'arret d'une cQuri:qfe~i((ure;'s'<tvislJj 
(Ie. lll:~ser toujours s~bsister, "les, dellX: jugemeIl& 
~a.is de;; faire changer de rpk,aux deu,x,ac;:teurs: IQ 
pe~dH lllourut cOJ~mie'Vous Ie sente~bien, 'Ie fOl'~at 
'~ussi: .it. s'e~t' trouve depuis, que tous les deux; 
ctoient innocens. Des amis de Thumanltese sout 

. pourvus devant Ie conseil, qui vient de l'e:p.vo.yer 
Taffaire' au m~me ,parlem~nt 'de Dijon,et cette 
, a,sserp.hIee d6Jibere actuellernent s,'il·convie:q.t.<\ s~ 
gloir~'de rehabiliter la, ~ne:moire de ,c~s d~ux, .ip,for":t 
tUDes qu'cHe ,a assassines du glaive 'de la ·justice, .. 

J;'ai traverse ~lI: ~~r'par ~n cal,me asse~ ~~lluyei.Ix, 
eta, Londres, dans cette saison, je n'ai trQuvo,., 
qu'une • vaste so~itucle, Apres av.olrexp~die' Jell 
aff3ires lea plus' pressantes ' qui. m'appell.Qient 'dan~ 
.t:e~te 'capitale; je me suisrendu au Chateau de 'mon 
anti Lord Sheffield, sejour, du repo$~ '~t .de ramitie~ 
pepuis trois 6u,quat~e sernaines:j'y ~mene line vie: 
des plus tranq\lilles: mon gout et lnes forces' ne, 
's'acco1-dent gueres·3.ve.c Je~ exerciceschampetres" 
J" esouffre quelques visites du.,voisinage,. sans lea 
rendre trop exac~emen:t~ "et je n0 ll!e suis, permi&. 
qu'up~$eule course,a1,lX eauxde Tl.lnbndge a six' 
lieues <;rici! ' l' elldroit" tre~. agreable par· ~ui: meme" 
etoit r~:mplide fOJ,"tbonne cornpa~er Madame 

" ' . 'frevor, ' 



JtDWARP GUU30N'! ,XSQ. 4:07. 

Trevor et Lady~larges, v~Qient .de Je -quit~er; 
Chemin faisantj'y,ai renouvelle beaucoup de con~ 
noissances, mais 1'objet,de ceuecourseetoit mon 
ancien ami L,ord'N:orth, aVeC quij'ai,passe lajo.uri:te~ 
e~ti~re:"je rai trouve ayeugle mais gai, et ~s~~' 
console de son malheur au milieu de. sa fainiUe; 
Le p:ublic, q1,l6iqilepa.rtage sur ~e m~rite de ,ce . 
mini~tre~ lie .Je4l11t . pour a~mer,' et pout pla}~dre 
l'homme honn~te et jnteressant.·· Je pbimois vou~ 
parler1l\Iadame; de nos a:ffairespolitique~ let deJ", 
resolution unanime du mirtisthe et de Ia nation de 
loutenir Ie· StathQU~erpar)es,ne~o~iatio~s',<?u par, 
Ies armes: iniLis j'aime Inie1}xvoUls ~ntrett;.nird'u;n 
jel1ne .. homme . qui notis, interesse biC?~plu~ q~e 
t;outes ,les puissances.de,l'Eul'Ope. ,resp~l'e que,vou~ 
conserve~ t~ujours, Moos.ieul: 'de s.ev~ry et vous,. 
l'intention fa~ol'able de', m'envp,yer' notI:e fil~' (si 
VOUS voulez b~en 'me. permettre: de ,lui doriner ce 
nom.) " 

Plus j'y pense~ (etfy ai beaucoup pens~,)~t plus, 
je s1,l.is co~vaincuque ce v.6yag~ sera. uti~epourJui 
et sans :danger, ,qu'it sera ch3J;me d'avoir appris .la. 

, langue et d'avoi.r v!lle' p~s, qu'il'se clevelpppera en . 
~out sens,:qu'ii formera d~s liaisolls;.etqu'il:ret9~r;:· 
nera;\ ~aus.ann~ plus prop~~ aux grandes(J'()entures; 
,ou plus <:onte~t de, vivl'e, tl'anquille au sein de_son.: 
pays.', Je me tepens deja,'d'ene l'aVO]f pas emme~'e 
.aveo· moi, e~ lorsq'ue. je_ songe.au tems.qu'illui 
faudra pour ·acquel'iruIi~·nouvelIe:.langue, ii, me
sem?le :qu'il ~au~roit, mieu8. Ie. fail'e partir sans. 
,del~, et lui aecol'der t~ois ou quatre mo}s deretra~,te, 
,1 la <:i1mpagne, avant 80~ -debut' -dans ,lacapitale., 
'" D'D 4" En 
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En. I:aisQnIiant avec Lord Shefneldsur Ie choixcd'un' 
en~roit cOlivenabIe, il, s'en es(piesente un,~ef q~e 
Ilo~s poufrion~ Ie desit'er,' a deux.1ieues seulernent' 
de'son, cp.ateau: ie.: potirrai vo~r tl'es'souve!lt notre 
eleve,il y s~rare~u avec pl~isir pat Lord Sheffie~d:' 
jelui'prometslachasse au.renard, ,au Iiev~e et au 
fusil; s'il peut se passer de domesiiqueen route if 
~.i ~libeal,lcoup. plu!!. avantageu~ ,de prendre un 
,AngIQis sur,Jes li~ux.Le graridchemin de Pon-' 
tadier a Ciliai;; est assezf~'aye, '~t Ie's occasions en 
posteoti a'vec un. voiturier doiventse piesent~~tl'eS' , 
,souv~nt, rnais Ie ,pasd'lui, v9ifuriel; serolt biep. lent 
pOlir notreimp~tie~ce~ ,A .son- an-i~ee a Londres , 
Wiille1m s;adressei·a. a Elms.ley libraiioe, · opposite.,uf 
~outhampto.n·8tre.eri1} fhe $trarld, qui dil'igera. ses' 
pr~ni.ieres d~marches, ~t Iefera partir, (-si je ne sui" 
pas en- ville) pour Ie dlMeau de Sheffield, outout 
est deja prevenu. en sa faveu~~ ,: l\fa~s}e 'suis, presque 
tentede vous, proposer ,une ,autre route qui Jl'a 
d'autre inconvenient, qu:uneplu~ Iongu~ ~raversee 
de met; ce seroit d~ sliivr~ par les voitl;1res publique&' ' 
le grang chemip. .d~' G~neve, Lyon:, ParIs,. Isan~ s'y' 
an~ter,) et DJeppe, depa~er dans Ie paquebot d~ 
Dieppe; 8.: Brighthelnlstone, "Ou, 'iJ s'adresseroit a, 
Monsieur: S-.',-,-, -, ~ marcha~d .tr~s COnllU., qui 1¢ 'fer~ 
conduire 'tout de suite.a Sheffield distant de'six
li~u~~ seul~~en.t' de .ce: po~t. Q~elque parti q~,e; 
vous' preniez, lo'se vous, supplier de vouloir, bien. 
m'e,'le 'co~uRiquer sur Ie ,cha,mp; iI. me semble 

'.que, nous~n~avons point de terns a. perdie ~ Je'ferai, 
un.e petite course, a Londrc'S Ie mois prochaiIi, mais.,,
je:pOuITai raval).cer ou Ia fetardefde9.ue.l~u,esjo\lr$ 

, '~ ',' , J - 5uivallt 
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luivant vos atraIlgelnens~Rappellez moi :a~ ./io.Wo·, 
venir dU petiJtroupeau; de. Lausanne: J:atteIld~ 

· avec impatience. des. nouvelles,de Deyverdun. 
J'embri..sse Monsieur. de Severy et. Wilhelm, sans . 
. oser prendl'e.cette liberteayec·Angl,etine, Adieu; 
l:fadam~ Ie papie~ m~ manqu.e.pour.Jes forIQules; 
mais Je Ies croil'. assez superll)les~· 

N,°.ccxv . 
. M:: GIBBON d L¥ de SEVERY. 

,Sh~ffield-Place,ce 4 Noveni1ire~ 1787 • 

. . J E m: ·~aurois,.~Ionsie~t, l~isser partir les dip~CAe:9 
de notre}ils sans,vou~' dire. ~vec. combien. de:p'~aisir 
je l:ai :~~brasse : et qu.,elle joye j'~i resse~tie,~: ~()i~ 
reahser,..des .proJcts que nou~ av.lOns for~e~ dans 
IIlonp.etitpavilIon a. Lausanne. I1~st arl'ive pi; 

parlaite ta,nte, tres content c~ Jne se~nbl~ des pre~ 
miers p'3.ji qu'il a faits dans. c::ette. grinde.eIltreNis~~ 
etje me iersuade de p.lusen P~u~ qu'~lleJui !eussira; 
a tou~ egards. . Son: debutdaIlsle petit ~er~le d~ 
~he.flit!~d~Plac~ ~ete tres heureux .. 11 p:ta~t. dej~ a 
to.ut l~'~onde; depuis l\~ilord, jusqu.'au petit. chien, .. 
de. Mil£l:dy ;ct. si les. premieres. politesses .sqn~:pou~ 

· ~on coiP..pte, It~s suivantes a.l'infini semnt pour lui: 
· n01!sali'~l}sbi~xit~t l'etabHr ~~ns so.n.':illage; ~~gord' 
Sheffield. 'Ie garderoit yolontiers· au chateau;. ma.is 

,~ • ' 4 ~ ~ • P. .' . . !:. '. , ". , 

S,l1 . re~~i!t. ayec .. nous. il .. n:~pp~endrc~i~ .. jamajs 
langlOIS, .ft,·il· fa~t savoir sacrifier l'agreable a 

.),-utile .. Je luiahnoncequ~lques semalnes'd'e'nIlui 
et qu'it· n'est PilS pos.sible· de lui s~uver: nous 

. . tc1cherdns . 



41'0 'LETTERS TO AND :rROI! 

'ta.chetons· de les adPucir par les petites ressources 
dela musique etde la chasse; mais il ne faut pas 
que :le' claveciu ni Ie chien parlent fran~ois':"""'il 
m'attlontre la lettre que vous lui avez dOllnee p~)Ur 
vottebanquier; lettre'tr~s bonne assurement, mais 
'tresinutile: perm.ettez-m~i de mechargeruniqu~ 
~ent de ce petit detail,l:t ~ mon retOur.a Lau!janne 
les deux peres. compteront ensemble. It sera hon 
cependant; qu'il vo'us indique, de terns en terns 
l'a.rgent qu'ilme deinand~; afi~que ,valis puissiez.' 
ral~entir son allu~'e 'si: dIe se tto\.1.ve .un 'peu trop 
vive: je lui vois'les dispositions les' plus sages, et' 

,les plus tnodestes, ~a.is- dans 1a navigation peril-, 
leu~ des: grandes .villes II y a, bien des' ~cueils . 
. Jusqu'a 'presentj'aimene l;tvie la-plus tninquilIe, 
mais .(liuis urie "quinzaine 'de Jours~ a la -rentre~ du, 
pailement, j'irai passer' quelques j<?urs a Londres, 
etensliite a Ba.th; je reviendrai id,avantles f~tes, 
et nous rie serons solidement Mablis, ,en ;ille 'que 
vel'S Ie milie~ du mois de Janvier.~ Soyez persuade 
que non seulement dans'les' bois de Sh~ffield, mais 
au milieu de la dissi'pati<,ni de Londres je penserai' 
toujours. a Lausaime; et '3, mon retour. : Pour vous, 
apres'avoir couni'le bal et la comedie a R ........ . 
VOllS retournerez, a I.ausaniie' au IDois de Dece,mbre,' 
tres fiers d'avoir passe l'auiomrie a la: campagne. , " 
, Adieu1 MOnsieur, je n'ajoute lien pout Madame 
et Mademoiselle" de Severy ~ elies conooissent mes, 
sentimens,et toute' vo~remais6n n:aqu'une arne, 
et un ~sp'i'it.' .," " 
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tDwARn GIBBON, E~i: 'lo 'tke ]light lIonoutable 
Lord ~HEFFIELD. . 

:t\Ionaay Afte.moon, lrS7. 

• J 'PRECIPlTATEll inconvenience! Alasl, aiasl' 
J am a poor miserable ctippie,confin,ed,to 1Dy~air; 
Last Wednesday evening I felt' soine flying 'symp
toms' of the;': gout: for two succeeding d~ys, 1 

• struggled . bravely, and went iu..a chait to dine with 
13att and Lord LOughborotigh ': but oij.' Saturday: I 
yielded to niy conqueror. ',1 have n9wpassed'three 
wearisome days without amusement, .imdthree 
misera'blenightS ,without slee-p. ' Yet ~y acquaint: 
ance ar4! charitable; aI:ldas'virtue,should never he 
:JDade too difficult,I feel that a map, has more.f:dends 
in PaIl-mall than in BentInck~street., This,fit" i~ 
remarkably painful:; . the' enemy is possessed 'or' the 
left foot andknee,~ ana how far'hemay.· carry the 
war God l:mly knows. Of futurity it is imposs'ible 
,to sp~ak ; ',but it, :will be fortunateJf L am able to 
'leave town by the end, not .of ,this, but of the. en .. 

.. ~uing week. What may be the. future ,'progress; 
whether. slow:, or rapid, fluctuating 'or steady, :,tirp.e 
fllone . will determine; and to that mas.ter ofhumaIi 
knowledge: I must leave our;Bat?·j~uiney.; Pity \ 
me; magnanimous Barou; pity.me, tender femaie$; 
pity me, ,SWiss exile ;t:and believe. me, it is far 
better to, be learning Eng;lish atUckfield:l write 
with difficulty, as the leasinioilon or constraint in 

- " '. • 1 •• • ,; 

~l. Wilhelm de Severy': 
my 
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my attitude is repeated by all 'the nerves and sinews 
ill my knee. ~ut. you shall find, eaclj day a note 
or bulletin of'my.health.To-morrow l.inust give· . 
pa,into·l\'lrs. Gibbon. Adieu. Ever yours. . 

N° GCXYIJ. 

l':n:wARDoGIBBON;' Esq. to the RigTztHonoutahle 
'. .' , .' Lady'SH~F~IELD~ .'. .' ..,~ . 

. December 18th, 1787; 

, ALAS !al9.srL alas!. ,How vain' a~d faIl~~i~lis ~l'e 
alltpe designs of man! This.is ~ow theeight~enth . 
o£Decemb~r; precisely- one month since.my depar.; 
ture from Sheffield-Place .;, and it 'was firmly' ,my 
,,,ish; my hope, nly resolution, that after dispatching 
sonie'needful business in London, and accOmplish. 
jug a pious duty at. Bath, Isho:uldby this day'be 
r~stored to the tranquilleisl:lre; a~d friendly society; 
ofSheffield·'})lace. -A cI'uel'tyrant has disc:oncerted 

. aU' my plans;: my. business , in .town has.been neg~ 
letted, niy attendance -at: ~ath ,is just:· beguri, and 

'my return is .yet distant. I was not~little edified 
to l1e~"of some expressionS. of regre~.arul discon:", 
,tent; on. my departure; and· though J' am not able 
to produce as good eviqence, you. Will perhaps be~ 
li~\I~thatin the' solitude. Q.f a London }6dging I 
often· railed at the.gout for.maIiciously delaying 
his attack till I was·remov~<J from a' plac;e where, 
my suffering would' have. ~een alleviated. by evt:ry 
kind and comfortable; attention.,· I grew.at last so' 
desperatdy: impatient; as ~Qresolve on inuriediate . 
flight, without waiting, till, 1 .had totally· expelled 

, . the 
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the (oe, and ~ecovered my strength .. "1 performed 
the journey with ·tole,F!l.ble ease, but. the xnotion has 
agitated the remains of the humour .. lam ,v~ry 
lame, and a second fit may possibly be the punish.;. 
ment of my rashness. . . '. 

As yet I have seen nothing of"Bath except Mrs. 
Gibbon, and weakness, as well aspropriety,wili 
confule me 'very 'closely to her. Lord. Sheffield, 

•• with Mrs. Holroyd and Maria, . dined. with· us yes- -
terday.We begin to throw' out. hints of the 5ho1't4 

hess 6f our stay, and. indispensable business.; and; .. 
unless I. should· be confiried by the gout, it; ts re
solvedin our cabinet to leaye oBath:.on Thursday 
thet\venty~sixth, and passing·through LOl'dLough
borough's and town, to· settle' at. Sheffield~Place; 
most assllreqly, before the:endofcthe year; For 
my own part I ~an. say with truth, that did ·not 

. 'the ~press.Ioudly . demand , my. presence; I" c01Jld, 
without a sigh, ·1111ow.~the ·.Duchess to reign in 
Downing-street the greatest part of the wil\,ter, 
and. should be happy in the soCiety' of two persons 
(no common blessing) whom,1 love; and by.whom 
I am beloved.. 0 • , 

o Adieu, dear Madam; and'believe me,:'withthe 
affect.ion of a friend and; a,brother,everY9Urs:· .. 

• • 0 

N° CCXVIJI. .. 

)Jr.·GIBBON aMado de'SEv~Ry' •. 
. . ~,., . 

. ' Sheffiel~-PIl\ce; ce 17:~anvje.r,017~8 • 
. SANS me piqu~~ d'~tre de tOllS les .~on;esporidimt~ . 
leplu~. exact, j'aurois repondu plut6t.c} la.l~tt~e '. 

almable; 
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aim'able, e£'vraiment a:mi~aie, que VOllS, Madafue-et • 
Monsieur de SevelY, the fites l'honneur de m'ecrire,,' 
si je' n'avois pas, ete retar.d6pardes embarras pen,i ... 
bles . e~ facheux: lorsqu'elle -me parvini, j'avojs 
deja. quitte Sheffield-Place pour faire un yoyage. ~ 
Londres et.a Bath: a Londres pour .des affaires, et a 
Bath pour don1ler quelgues jours· a rna beUe:Ip.ere, 
urie dame agee que-j~ime, et que je .r~speCte. ,A 
peineaVOfS"je passe quatre joursdans:' la capitale J 
lorsque rna vieille t;nnemie la goutte, 'que je croyois, 
avoir n~yee en Suisse ,au fond'd~unejatte delait~ , 
m:!a: ~u retrouver. L'atteinte a ',ete long'ue et dou .. 
loureuse; elk m'a .accompagn~a J3ath, eUe m'a 
ramene ici,et.cen'est que'depuis deux jours que, 
j'ai jette' mes; peguilles pour m'~ppuyer sur ~1l 
baton. Mon'voyage, auquel j'avois destine quatte' 
semaines, s'est tdstement ptolsmge,a pres de deu'x' 
mois; auliettde t01,ltes les' petites douceurs qU'an 
ras'semble da~s-' sa'maison autourde !!oi j'ai double.. 
ment souffert, dans-1es h6tels 'gatnis, dans des aU4 
,berges, sui' les 'grands:themins, et· p1us d'une Iois· 
H'ijl'a faUu monter en chaise de· poste, dans celt 
momens ou j'avois Ie plus besoinde' repos. ' Tran .. 
quille; ici au milieu de 'mes amis jusqu'a notre..eta.,. 
blissement . a. Londres lasema~e prochaioe, je 
profitede mon loisirpour m'entretenir avec voils de 
l'objet sur tout qui ,'nolls interesse Ie plus.-V otre 
amitiese plait a exagerer non pas mes senti:rp.ens' 
pour notr~ jeune ami; mais les servi~es que jusqu'a 
present j'ai pU' lui' rendre. 'Mes ~entimens sont . 

• deja payes d'un retour tel ql,1e je puis Ie desirer, . 
: 1ar J,esp'rQc~des, la cOIifi~ce, et l'attachement de

mon. 
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mon el~ve, dont hi caracthe'vrai, honn~te, et ill,te
ressan.t, se developpe tous·l~s jouts plus c1ail'ement 
ames yeux. Pour ce qui. est de mes soins,oil il~ 
me doit encore qu~un peu de. tristesse, et beaucoup 
·d'ennui, . Apr~savoir dO~lDe quelqueS: jo';ll's au. 
plaisii de nous revoir cm.Angleterre, il a fal1u~e . 
mener· a l'e~ole, et il' a selhi bien vivement les 
premiers momens de notre separation : sa. sante en 
.6 m~me eteruteree :'mais au plus. fort.de son 

-abattement,· 16rsque, pour. derniere .cOnsolation; je 
lui ai propose de 'retourrier a Lausanne, .il m'a-re.,; 
pondu du ton .le· plus fier,P!u.t6t mourir • ...,..Il est 
reste, il n'estpoint mort e~'sa sant6s'est:rafferrnie: 
je ·.vous dirai avec'la plus' exacteverite qu'il .de:" 
mentira ses amis, etses entieux, qui.ont soutenu . 

. qu'il n'apprendroit jamais l'anglois: deja i1 erite~d 
presque tOutce qui 'se dit:. it a ~vaincu les difficuItes . 

. de la prononciation, ii, lit tres bien,' et toutes Jes 
fois qu'il en ·a Ie courage, il fait des efforts· tr~s . 
heureux pour s'expriIller dans notre langue. Notre 
depart procha:iri ne lui laissera. que· tiop de lois;r, 
e.t lorsqu'ilviendra au commencement du mois de 
Mars nous retrouver a Londres, je suia persuade 
que nous serolls encore plus etonnes. de .ses progrfs ~ 

• iI· I~me a cette heure, c'est Q.lol'S~ .qu'il.moisson- . 
ne~ et les i,rois mois· qu'il 'P0utra passer avecm'oi 
et tnes.arnisf'lui laisseroI1t-· bim des souvenirs agre. 
able~ et utiU:s"\ ..' ....'... 

Permettez' IPpresent' que' je ·descende pour ·UQ 

moment':de votre salona la cuisine.· J evous re .. 
mercie mille fOls des sOlIls qu~ vous avez bien voulu 
vous donner, pour rue trouver- tine gouvernante, . et 

. je 
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j~ sens tout ie prix. de votreobligearite;intention 
de la prendre chez vou~ des Ie mois d' Avril:, pour 

'peuqu'elle ,ait de dispositions, dIe ne peu~,que ,se 
, pel'fectiop.ner' a: unesi honne ecole; vallS ,autez 
-.sarln1oute 13. ·bonte de' ~ommuniquercet arrange-
ment,a, Monsieur Deyverdun. ,J'apprends avec une 
veritable satisfaction qu'il se porte mieux, et ,qu'il 
passe bien des soirees. ~raIis une marsan;, ou je me 
retrauve souveIit parJa foi,'.et l'esperance. ' 'Vous, 
voudr,ez bien; lui annOllcer une~ lettre de ina part, 
peu ap.t·es mon a,rriveea Londres: mais je ile' lui 
:fais' point d'exctises~ puisque nous '.sommes, egale-
meri~ :cQupables. _ ". , . ' 
, '.Adieu, l\fudamg, Ie papier me :ma':lque; mes se~

tiinens sont inepuisables." -

" 

'N° CCXIX. " , 

, ,Dr.WIL~IA~I ROBERTSON to Air. GIinioN. " 
~ .. . . 

, , 

.l\~~ .J)EARSIR,' , .Co~legc:of.EdinbUrgb, ~eb. 27tb;1'l~S. 

THOlJGH YOll' have naw b~eiJ. som~ time iIi Lon.;. 
~on;': yet as' I heard 'of your welfare' :bj different 
channels, and> ,~. l' 'know, from" experien'ce: how 
much a man has',to(~ wilO is printing three.quartos; 
even after he thinks' they ~l'e: altoget.herrcady for' 
the press,I have hitlterto.forbornefoiQ.tetrupt"you 
by any lette~ 'or inq~iry' of min¢ .. ;-' ~ut 'ther~;'i~ 

. su~h.a gelieral 'impatience- to see 'your new publi
cation arnong people' of letters here; and,' as your 
friend;' I am so frequently' interrogated about the 
J~gth it has advanced, and the tiine when it will 

appeal', 
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appear,' tQat I b,egja to be, ashaD:led ,of kn~win'g 
I}othing mOJ~e about it than ·othet: peopJe~ :l n;msi 
request of y()u theq to f~mi~hme wi~h .such jn,~ 
formation as may both preserve my credit, ~~gt:J.:
tify my own ~uriosity. My expectations from thi!$' 
part of your work .aTe., indeed, -very: nigh,; • Y6u~ 
materials begin tp improve, and are certainly much 
more eopious tha.n during a'great part of the period 
you have gone- thrquglI, . You have three-or fou~ 
events as great, ,and splendid, and singular; as the 
heart oran historian could wish to ftelineate. 'The 
contemporary writers' wiil fumi's~ you with all.th~ , 
necessary- facts. -To adomthem-as elega.ntmiters, 
or to account for them as philosophers, neve.-etI .. · _ 

, tered into their heads. -ThIS they have left to you. 
, Since you went to the continent ,I have not done, 

so 'much' as 1 wished. 'My health, u~tillatcly; has 
been Ipore shattered;. and as I advance in life, (I am 
now sixty-six;), though., my" fac~1t~es, l imagine, 
are stilIentirej yet I find my mind less active 'and: 
ardent.. I have, however, finished', a very careful· 
revis~, of all D.1Y works, aI).d: have, giv,en them the 
last pplish theywilJ receive from myp.ap.d~ I 'have 
made Some additions to each of them, and lnthe 
History of Scotland pretty' c.onsiderable ones; I 

, h~v~ desired Mr. Strahan to' send' to you a ~opy.' of 
the~ unifor~ly bound, 'I!,nd.hgpe, 'y'o1!.wmac~ept 
of thc;nt, as II. meniQrial of my ~steem and 'affection, 
You will-see thatl bave,gQt in ,l\:fT.Whitak~r an 
ad"'. ersary _ ~o·· ·b~gott~d ,a~d 1.ealous, that ':th:oug~ 
I have demed no artIcle of f'ait8~ ,a~d ,a~ at least as 
orthoqox as.binls~l~ "y~f~~g.i~~ a..giUn~t_~ 'me-With 

V9I.. II. 1: i: 'all·' 
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'l}{the asperity of theo10gi~a1 hatred. I shall 'ad .. 
here' to my fixed maxim. 'of making no reply; , May 
I~ope that when you see LOrd Loughborough you 
will'rernemberineto him with kindness and re-

. spect.-Our Jiieud lVIt:· Smith, whom we were. in 
great danger of losirig;is nowalinost perfectly re
est.aplished. I have-the'h(;>llour to be, w:ith great 
truth, your most faithful h'umbleServant,' ..... 

. ",;WIl.LIAM'RoBE:R.TSON. 

N° 'CCX:X. 

LrJrd~oR;Hto EDWA·R,D·.GIBBON, E~q; 
. " ·1)EA~ Slit, Grosveno!,~street, May . .15t, 17SIf. 

~_ • • ,I • .•.. • 

tr;poN the receipt of "your b06ks and.theperWlaI 
. of your preface,'" myh.eart~as too full to gi~e'yoll 
,ail immediate answer: so kind and honourable a. 
'testimony 'ot you}; friendship and" estee~ • would 
.·h~ve affonietl,methe greatest pleasure in·'the ina. , 
lnent o(my higllest ,health and poli~(!a.l.prospe-

w ... ~: ' • _ .' ."' ';l . • 

.. Alluding to the following beilutif'ul and Just encomium in 
the. Preface to the last three volumes of Mi. Gibbon's.History 
of the .Decline and' Fall of the Roman Empire~· .. Wer~ I .. mbi
ti6us. of any otber,patronlhanthe public. I ":.ou!d inscribe .this . 
work to a Statesman who,. in a long, a stormY;,and atJengtn an ' 
unfortunate adininistratlon, had many pplttical oPPOIieilts, almos\ 
without a persomi.l enemy': who bas ·reta:ine~· in his fail from 
power many faithful and disintere~ted friends;, and w'o, under 
Jhe pressure. or severe infirinjty, ... enjoys tbe Iively.vigour of hill 
mind, aI)d the felicity of his incomparable· temper •. Lord ,NQrth 

" will permit me to expre!stbe. feelings of'. friend~hip in the)an
guage qf truth, but eVen trutb and frieiidship sliould be siliint ,if 

~)e still dispensed the. favoun 'of the Crown."· ·It· l :. i ', -

.. ': .' rity; 
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titf; judge 'then ';what 'I ,must 'feel upon receivin~ 
it in mYTetiremert.t, , while labouring 1,lnder a' cala':', 
mitjr which would be !lever<;,' were it not for the' 
goodness of:my fiiends., I have ~t, thank God, in) 
my power ito r~tU1n' 'your :kindnessin: themallnel'" 
whichwil( be most agree'abkto 'you~':by,assutiilg: 
you since~e1y: that nothingcoulcl·have; given: me'. 
more real comfort and satisf:iction:than the notice' 
that you have taken of m~.·:. ," " ' " 

Iam,oear Sirt , " .. 

MO$.t~gra.tefullyjrours; ' •. 
, '". NORTH;' 

EDWARD, dl~BoN, Esq., ,t~.·t~eRight !lonou,raM~ 
" Lord 'SHEFFIEJ;.D,. ' 

_ DowniIig-street, June 2ist, 178.8. 

INSTEAD, of the, l-Iisiorian you~eceive a short 
letter,,in y~ur ey~s an.i.ndispeDsible tribut¢.This 
d~y, at length, afterlo~g delay and frequent ex
flostulation, I have received the writings, which I 
am now in the act 'of signing, sealing and delh:er
ing, according to the lawyer's 'directions.'.' :.' «0 

• ",:.",,.,' :ill",... 1 long to be at Sheffiefd-' 
Place. . You. see, my de~aiture, ii Ilot ;POS~~?ri~~ ,3.. 
mo~ent by' Idleness orpleasur~, 'but the 'precIse' 
daysti~lhangs; oil contingenci~s( and: we must itIl 

, be patient,'. if" our 'wisheS' should be· thwarted .. , r 
say ~ii~ ~ishes! for}' si~c~,rel y: ,de~ire to be wi~~; 

_ you. ,.1 havel1adman:ydinners,~omesplendidaii.d ~ 
m~orableJ;with Hastings last Thursday; 'witH 'the" 

. E E '2 Prince ' 



4~O,l.JtTT~S TO· AND'. YROM 

l'~i~c·e . .o( "\valeSne~t Tuesday at Craufw:d's •. :B!1t . 
the. town empti~s~ Te:x;ier is silent, and in.an even-. 
. iiIg, 1 de$idertlte. the resources of a fainily ora club. 
Capljp.has fini,shed the Hercule~ labour, and, 
seveJ;lmajesticboxes' will' abdicate on, MOl!day. 
YO\11;' :hall ••. Severy : has likewise dispatched his af 
fairs, and I;ecured hiscompanio~.Clarke,who is 
arriveQiil tOWll; but his schemes are abridged by 

, the inexorable rigour of. Lord Howe, who has as .. 
sured our great and. fair'intercessors, that'by the 
King's order. the. dock-yards are. shut against all 
8trang~rs ... ' We thc:refore give up Portsmouth~ and 
content: ourselves 'with two' short trips;' one to 
. Stowe and Oxford, the other to Chatham; ;rod if 
we ·can catch a . launch and re\':iew, encore v.it on. 
lie (Severy; not Lord Howe >,salutes with me the 
family. Adieu .. ' Yours; 

N° .CCXXII • 

. EDWARD GIBliO;, Esq. to 1heRight H~nourabl-e 
Lord· SHEFFIELD. ", . . ' , 
* . Do\VniDg-~treet.Sattirday. : 

ACCORI?ING to your i~pe~~~us I~w I 'w;jte a 
line, to postpone my arrivaltiU Friday; or perhaps 
Saturday, but I hoee . Friday, an~ I proIpist;' ,yo,\), 
that no;;~ moment shall ,be wasted. _ An~ now, let .. 
me add a cool word as to my fin~ .departure. :whi~h. 
is iri:evocably fixed between the, tenth and ti£teeJl,th, 
: 9f !uly. ':Afteia full. ~<l free enjoy~e~~ ~(each .. I 

9ther's society, let u~ submit, with?:ut ~cstrngg~e.Jl to: . 
re~on and fa~e~,. It \Vould be id1e.tQ pr~titi<lJm§b 

".ness 
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"nessat-L;"usalme; but a. complet~ year,riU'elapse 
before·. my returru . Severy. ci.hd ·myself are now 
'expected with' some impatience. ' I am thanl,tful 
for your hospitable entertainment; but. I.wish you 
to remember Homer's admirable precept: . 

• " We]come the eoming,ipeed the parting guest:", " 

Spar~ me, iherefore, spimt'your~elt ,~I1e trou~le~f 
a fruitless cQntes~ in, which, according to a great 
author, I foresee ,a ~ert:ain loss ot time, a~d a, pr~ 
bable loss of temper. I beli~ve.we.shal1 have both 
Craufurd and Hugonin at, ~heffie~d-place. ,Adieu •• 

, N· CCXXIII.' 

The Sa.me to the .. Same. 
DoWning-street, .5aturday, June-,. 178B. 

I HAVE but a moment.behve~~ my return ho~e 
and my dressing, and "h~artily lired I 'am; for t am' 
p.ow involved.in thehorrors'of shopphig, :p~cking, 
lice. yet I must Write four lines, to prevent a grow}; 
which might .salut~ the ~rrival of -an empty-handed 

, post on 'Sunday. I Jiop,e th~ whwe caravan, ChriS
tianS'andP~gans, arrived .in g90d heaith a,(.·th¢' , 
~tle. t~t the tJlrretS~ begin' t$l. rIse td the third" 
heaven;. that each has found" a proper,occupation;)I;' 

. 'and'th~t'Tu~'enjoys the'freedo~ and felicity ~f 
the laWn. ',' -.Yesterday the ~ugust ~cene wasclose<l 
f~r thi~ ·~ear. , S~eridan. surpas~ed himself;. and 
though. X all) far, from c~nsidering him as a p~rfect -

-. , 
i Lad, Sheffield's lap.dog. 

EE3 orator~ 



'!4~~ .. ,LETTERS· TO 'ANn. FROJl,I 

~orator, .there were ~a,ny. Qeatitiful passagesin his· 
:spee~h, on juStict!, fi!iallov~, .. &c.; .. oJ+e of the 
~ clo'sest:chains ·of. argument 'l eV~t; . hear~, . to prove 
'tpat Hastings .w,as . responsible. for the acts. of M,iq~ 
dleton;'and,a .complime~t,inuch: admired,.to a 
,<iertain Historian.,ofYQuracquaintance. Sheridans 

inthe'cJ9se of his ~peech;' sunkirito .Burke·s'at:ms; 
-a: god4 actor; bu~ I, cal\ed this:1noming,he :t~ 
'perfectly well.· Adieu., ,: ,. ' ". 

: N°.C.CXXIV~' 

. ·.ilf.G'Il3BC)N a M:deSE\~Eli'i. 
,Sheffield.place, ce 30 J uin, 178&. . , . .' " . .... . 

. Lo~s~u'E la t:eputatiop-. est une fois perdue on n'~. 
plusrien a menag~r.. Nousconnoi~sons'd.es femmes 
qui O'p.tti~il,.titerpart.i &un :principe aussi commode, . 
,et il we, se,rt ,dans, cemoment'yis a. :vis, de Mr. 
''v • "" *. . J e ,devois -lui <Joimer a, di'ner Ie 1 r de 
·J~i~. )e.lui atm~que'.d.e, parole, il he COinpt~ 
.plus sur monexactitude. pourle-tr Juillet, et i1n'~n 
,pensera pas plus ,malefi.le renyoya,ntcOn'lme je fais 
,a jll'esent'au l' :Aout. L'ejo:ur d~niondepartdu 
,(:hi~eau de Sheffield est~ilfin fi;x~ an, 15. Juillet, ¢t 

l!t mer d~s celie sa,ison est si tr~itabJe que j~ sera.i 
'. ';moi in~me 'etonne si je n~ me trouve pas,~ .. L~l\
_s~ne' le ~50u !W d.Q m~rn~lnoill;· 'N'~ttdJ:iue~ 
.(cependant pas, MonsieUI',.'c,e .retaI'Q; qui .. s'est; pr~ 
-long~ d~ sernaineen semaine"uniquement ,a .lit 
legerete pe ,pion cal'act~re.. Le d~part des '. Shef
field pour la province a et6. retarde. par Ie prod~s 

,~e Hastings,. e~ je n'ai pu leur refuser mes derniers 
. ", installS; 
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instans; , quinze jours, ou troissemaines ~ ,la ca~
pagrie; un arrangement a,ssez'avantageux au sujet 
d'une' pe~ite terre ,deta~hee que j'ili vendueiD'a. 
occupevers Jafin de ~ori sejour;' ervous neme 
fere2 pas 'un 'crime d'avoir accorde quelques: jours 
de plus 'auxc;lernieres courses de notre enfant qui, 
me rejojnt bient6tici. Apropos ~e.c~t enfant; je 
saisis Ie moment de soxiabsen.ce pour VOU$ dire du 
fond de mO,Ii creur eombien j'en suis content. 'Si 
j'ai pu lui ~tre dequelque utnite len suis bien re
compense • par l'attachement qu'il'me tenioigrie" et 
pallJles plaisirs~: perequ'if me fait eprmiver: jilS~ 
qu'a. ee jour sa canduite neni'a pas 'dorine --un in~ 
stant ~e regret, ou d'inquietude: n~uspaderoUlide 
lui a notre aise'sur rna. terrasse, QU aupres de' votre 
feu. AdieU, Monsieur, Madame, etMademoiselle: 
carj'eeris en menie,tems, a. tous lestrois: je Ile p\lis 
~t:l resouclre a m~ler un'Qbjet aus!i interessant'avec. 
,mes det:;Lils" de maison: . eependant je prieMadame 
de ~every c;le' doimer : a rna gouvern,ante les' ordres 
necessaire~ pour la reilaissanced,u,menage:, .vciile\., 
un billet pour Monsieur De-yverduri.' ' 

, 'p. S .• Milady Sheffield qit"qu'~lle ,ne: seta hen .. 
reuse ,qu~en faisant laconnoissancede Mada~ede 
Severy. ' ,nest ',vrai que nous si:)Inm~s. peintres,'et 
quen0!ls attraponsass~Z' bi~n.1a ressemblance; , 

~ . . 
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N°.CCXXV.' 

Dr. WILLIAM ROBERTSON to Mr~ GIBB{n~': : ,.. ...' ..,., . , 

DEAR: SIR; 'CQlIege ofEdinhurgh; -:July 30lh,'17SS. 

LON'Gbefore this lshould'ha~e ackno\viedged 
.thq receipt of your ;mos.t acceptable present; but 
for several weeks I }lave beenafHicted with a. vi~ 
l~nt . fit, (),~ deafness, 1,Uld ,that unsocial malady is 
~~ays ,accomp~~d' with, su.C? a deg~ee of l~~ 
guqr,as renders even •. th,e wntlDg of a letter an 
effort.· During ,iny solitude the perusal 'of your 
h90k has been my chief amusement and sonsola~ 
tlon. . I have g~ne" through it once with gre~t 
attention,' ~d am now ~dvanced to the last volume 
in my seCond reading~ ·1 venture!! to 'predict the 
superior excellence ·of the volumes lately p'ublish~ 
ed; ~~ Ihave'not bee~ a filie prophet.Ia~eed, 
when I consider : the extent of your .undep:aking;· 
C!.nd the innnense labour of historical and',philoso-
phip. research requisite' towards .executing every, 

.. part of, it, I, am: aston~s;hed, that -al~, this ~hould 
have been accomplished by oneman; I know no . 
exaI,Dple, 1nany .age' or nation, of such a .vast 
.body of valuable and elegan,t !nfon,natio~ ,cpmmu,,; 
nicated by any individl:iaI.· .~ I Jeel; however, some 
degree of mortificati.on mingled with my ~tonish~ 
ment~ ;Befor~ you began· your historic career, I 
used to pride myself in' bein~at least the 'most, in-~ 
dustrious historian of the age; but now, alas.! I . 
can pretend no' longer even to th:at. prais~, and 

-. must say, asPliJ;iy djd of his unCle, Si comparez: 
, illiJ 
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il/i, $utn desidiosissimJes; 'your style. app~rsto'me_ 
improved in these new volumes ;by th6.~bit of 
writing, . Y9.u write wit~ greater ease. . I am. I'!orry 
to find that our ideas ·on the effects of the Crusades 

. do not ,altogether coincide.. .Iconsid~red that 
point with great car~, !!lid canp-ot help thi~kin* 
still that. my 6pini9n was well founded. 1 ~halt 
consillt the ;luthorities to which I refer; for when 
my lIentiments differ, from yours,l·hav~Eioine iea
son to distrust them, 'and l'may possibly trQ~~le 
you with a letter on the s,!bject. I:am~uchflat';; 
tered .With themanner'in :wllich J(Ol~' have s<? often -
mentioned my name. LfZtussum laudari. 'f!, te. 
liltJdato,,'Viro • . I 'feel, much satisfaction in haviI!-g 
been distinguisbed 'bi the two Jristorians or my 
own. times, 'whose favoll~a:bleopinionI 'was most 
ambiiious of obtaining. '. .' . 

I hope this .letter may find you still in,England. 
Whe.Ii ~ you return ~ Lausanne, p~miit me to r~
commend to your good. offices my youngest JlQN;' 
who 'is now at.y verdun on account 'of his health, 
and, ~ives with M. Herman, '3, . ciergyrilli.n the~e~ 
You will find the young man Cit you can rely, 'on 
the parti,al testimony of a father) 8ensi~le,modest,. 
and well-bred, and th«?,9gh 'no great scholar, he has . 

. seen much;' having returned from India, where he 
.served . last war,' by Baf1~ora, Bagdat, Moussul, and' 

. Aleppo. He 'a now a Captain lnthe. twenty
third regiment. If you have any friend at Yver
dun, be so good lis to recommend him; .. I t will do 
~m cr~it to~ave yo\lr-cou,ntenance., I have de- ' 
,sIred him. to pay ,his respects to you at LausaIlne. 

. -. ' Farewel1, 



Fa~ewell, ~y. dear Sir~ 
faithfqlly, . 

I evel." am . yours. mos~ 

. W iLLIAiI.I· ROBpt'1'~ON:. 

,N° .CCXXVI •. 

\. ~Mid.or RENNELLioED~·A·RD.GtBBON, ·Esq ... 
DEAR S·lR;.. . London, August 215(1788 •.. 

~~ I h~d tjle,apilityto express~~w ~u~h'ple~s~r~ . 
all(~ iflformation Ihavt{ «:leriv~d f~on~ .onlg a .ha~ty 
p~r~sal of y~)Ui late ~ork" l would e'ndeavour to 
expr~ss it. ')\I~ch:of: t~~pleasure .. pel:haps,- arose 
fromlhe . consciousness ·'that it affords ~uch rich 
materi~ls.fo; the g~rigraphy of tl~e ~~stem c<?un-: 
tries; and th.at I . may. be enabled to keep alive. the 
opiniQri whi.~hyoUhave.been· p~ea.:sed to. e~pres~ 
c~mceming my forliler' labours.. But this ~s too 
selfish.. I. am no less conscious of the, obligati~ns 
1. have to' your wor~s for enlarging lIlY idCason 
the- great subject of the history 9f lnaI).ki~~, for 
storing 'f!ly miridwi~h historic· fact.s,. an~ for 'ena,-
bling lIlt!, to a~r3.Ii.ge them. . .... ,. . . 
. ·As.I:iDformed.you before, my ilext. task is, the 
Geog~aphy of.:Persia, togei:her ;\vith the. rest of the 
countries situated' between the . east . end: of the 
Mediter;ane~n"'iwdthe tnd~s, cind between the 
p~al1elsof:th~, north end of the Ca~p~an,.:a~1<J.the 
Arabian 'Sea. The, scale one inch ~o' a degree. It 
will be cont3:ined in one sheet, of grand'eagJe. 
;The' construction;. of the parallels ,and meri~ians 
(many days ~vork I) is Completed, b~t. the investi" 
gation of latitudes" ~nd· parti?ularly the lo~gitudes 

. , •. ·of 
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~f the fun.;1a~entalpojntsl will prevent ,me frc;>m· . 
making any progress i~ 1;4e constructiOfi.fQr ,sc;>me 
time.· I. am, possessed ~f a curl()us Arabic.map, 'of 
the tract inquestioll.lt wa,sengrayed~t C(Hl-. 
stanti~ople, A .. H. 1142" and the names (accor,ding 
,to'Mr. Wilkins) are very ,correctly,engr~ved. It 
~Qntains'more of:rr4ns~~i~~a than any-map I ,ever 
s~w. We pave been protp.ised a.lI\ip qf the 
Euphrates and Tigris, 'ffom (I think) M.,Beau
champ. I am certai~thatP'A:tlvillebas.mis~aken 
,the relative. courses of those Jivers ;:1 ves',a.tid Ran~ 
wolf tell.me as much; and,D,'Anville's Eupl1tat~s, 
is also faulty in, the .part between. Zeugma..· and 

". , " . ,. iii·.", . -I • 

.Dabylon, and,is plated: too far from ~he Meditet:-
ranean; '., how. to correct it. is; '~he point/All the 
natural ,geogr!lphy'of th~, tract in,quesiionmust 
. be effected by.means, of ·.modern documents,. for 
the ancient are too vllgue,.generl,tlly speaking. ,I 
'hopeyou continue 'to enjoy your-health. 
'1 am, with great truth;.· 

Dear Sir,' ' 
Your obliged and faithful hU,mble,Servant,' 

. ·T. RENNELL 

" ~o CCXXVII, 
. . 

M. GIBBON '/J S. E .. M. '1' AvovlR 'DiSiNNER: 1 ',. 
~ 'i N:oN8IEI1R,·, .' , ' .',: , . .'. '.',' ,.' .,' , 

DEs,rna plus tendrej~riessej'aic'on~u,ia.sa .. 
g~sse,et l'equite,du gouvemement"Bemois" :etdan!f . 
~a retraite .. a ,Laus~1'lne jepartage depuis 'cinq'atis 

. Ie' 
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leboiJheut commundes sujetsde lai'~publique:. 
, ,Mais je viens d'eprouvei',dansunecontraveirtion 

i:(lvolohtaire aux loix, la bienveillance ~particu1iere 
du' souverain. , L'objet sans doute est peu 'impor
tant par lui-meme, maisjes~I!stresvive:ri:Jennes. 
procedesflattel4"set distingues'de leu:tS Ex~el1ences. 
amon'egard';,en me 'restitu~ht,le Yin de Madere 
que j'av'oi.fait, entrer sans' patente,'et en mews:" 
pensap.t genereusement de la ~onfiscation et' de 
l'amende. : Je ':prends .1a liberte, Monsieur" de 
m'adressera :'votre' Excellence 'pour faire parvenir 
l"expressiou de nia reconnoissance au <:onsell' su
preme qu'epe preside; Qu'il daigne , agre~r l'hom
mage d'u~' h()mme librequi 'u'a jamais s.uflatter ,m 
les peupl.es ni, les princes.' 

, ' J'ai l'honileur d'etre, avec respect,. 
Monsieur, de V. E. '&c., ' 

~ CCXXVIII. 

S. E. ,M.l'AvOYE~ DE S~NNER aM. GlB~ON. 
MONSIEUR, 'Berne.'ce 28 7bre, i788~ , 

N ous devons ~tte sensibles aux sentimens qu'un , 
hoIrime de votre reputation et de vos lumieresvoue 

,3. notre gouvemement. , Je ue,m~q?erai pas de 
mettre' sous les yeux de LL. EE .. la lettre qui nous 
prouve ces, ~~ntimens: _ ' 

C'est en effet" 3. l'estime generale que "OS sayans 
ouvrages vous ont acquise, que no us n'avons pas 
hesite de vou~ donner la petite preuve de notre con
sideration, ,dont vo~s voulez, bien, Monsieur, m'a· 
dresser des remeidinens 5i obligeans. , ' , , 

,. . " Je 



EDW'ARD:',GIBBPW, E$Q;, 4£9 

. J~ SOl1haite que l'vlterieur.- sejouf: que:~'ous .VOUt 

drezorencore faire dan~. ce (cab-ion, nOll.$. foJJ.miss~ 
des. Qcc'~ions pIllS; eS$entiellesde yo-us, CQDvaincre 
de' ,Dotre 'estime..J e joins: a. ces· assu\'aDc~~ c~lleS 
de la. consider~ioD; distinguef:av~c, laquell~ j'ai 
l'honneur d'~tre. . 

Monlliellt; 
Votre trl!shulDhIeet trl!s obeissant:servi"teut" 

,L'AvOYEB. D.E,S;INNtU.~., 

:N° CCX:nX,. " , 
Dr.,An-;"MSMzTH, tfJMr;: GIBaoN. -

. It{Y.DU1I.1:RIElID, Edinburgh, DecJ.l0th,11;S . 
. I HAVE ie'n thousand 'apologies, to make, .. for :D?t 

having lo:ng ago returned you, my best thanks' for 
, the very agreeable. present you made ine of" the' 

three last volumes of your History. I caruiot ex ... 
press. to you the pleasure it ,gives me to find, ,that 
by the uruvers31 assent of every man-o'tasteand 
learning, whoml'either know .orcorr~,spondlVit)ti 
it sets you at the very. head-of the whole literary 
. tribe, at pres'ent . existing in, EUl'ope., ,I' ever, am, 
my 'dear friend,.. ". • 

, Most affectionately yours,. . 
ADAM ,SMITH. 

N°CCXXX.· " 

. EDWARD 'GIBBOW.: $8,/: . to, iPdy ,PO~7;~~1Kell". 
)Iington-Palace.· . 

))&'&11. MADA-at, Lausll,~ne, iune27tb; 1789. 
I RECE1VEDV(ith 'more concern than surpr.ize, 

your kin~ notification. of rr.ry . poor uncle's depaT-:--
, 'tu.re. 
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ture.'My own knowledgeo(his, many'.vahiablt! 
qmilities teaches. me to sympathize in youl""108s; 
but his loriginfirmities andgrad~al decaym~st 
have'prepared you for' the. melancholy event, and 
your own: reason 'will suggest the best· and strong'" 
est motives 'of consolation : among these is youi 

, regard fol" the amiable' childrenwhoin he has left 
behind. . Your labours for their . fuiu~e happiness 
will,be assisted by,aUyour friends, who are attach
~d to .his memory;. &..nd for my own part, I beg 

, leave. to assure yoo; t4at on every occasion I shall 
consider them', as'· iny\near and :dear:,feIations~ 
'V~n -lhadJa&t the pleasure 0:( seeingChiulo'tte at 
:Kensington, I was delighted· with.per iIl)1Qc¢nt ' 
cheerfulness, with ,h~f;,assiduous[ care9f her poor 
fath~r,and With~· appearance of ~ense and,discre .. 
tion' far: beyond- her:years~ . How,~appysh61,lld 'J 

. thil).k myself,. it 1. hads; daughter ·of, her ,age an<l 
9ispositio~ who in ·3.5hort time would.be. qualified 
~o,goY¢l'n my family"andtQ ~e':!:ny conipanion and' 
cQnifort in the decline;Qf.life!! .. i . ' . ' " 

" Y QU will, 1: am slire,.: 'be pleased to '~ea~' that my 
situation at Lausanne cojltiriues, almost: in every 
're~pect, as agreeable .. as l'coUldwisn. The only 
cir~u~stance which embitters my happiness, is the 
declining health of.my .frielld·Mons. Deyvei·dun. 
I cannot long flatter myse1twlth·Jhe hope ofpos
sessi~g-him ... I '~':dear l\:ladani,~&c>; . 
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N° CCXXXI. 

E;In\'ARDGIB~O~, £slJ. tl!,.Mrs. qIBB<?N;, B~I~ 
. . ,vide~e, !tatb. . 

PUB l\IADAM, , , ,·.Lausanne, ¥ay '1~th, ;1791. 

As JIluchas I,:a.m; accu.stomed tQ my own sins, .I . 
am shocked, really. shocked, when I.t1\link of l!1Y 
long and most, inexcus~bl~ silen<;ej. nol7.. ~o I. dare 
to cOJllPute, bow, many .months· I have suffered,to 
elapse without ,sending a singh~ .lin~ COb; sh.aIlle! 
shame!) to the. best and 'dearestof my friends, w:h,o, 
iIideed has peen 'very seldom' out pf :my:';th6ughts.; 
I have .1!oJ;ile~i],n~s jmagin~d, that,lf th~ oPPortuIli-:, 
tie~ 'of writingocc1,irr~ :lessfr~qu.en!ly" tiley, w()uJ,« 

. be !lejzed ,with. more. 4(ligence i; ·li.J.t. the;' \ln~()rtu .. 
nate. departur~of tM; post ~,tw:iceeVery,we,e~!~n
courages prO~t:a~t~at.ion~a,nd ,each ~hol:tJ!m:ce~s,iv~ 

. delay ia indulge.d wit}lQut scrupl~,tii~. tlie:'\Yhple 
has s.welled to a tremendo~s a:cco~Ilt:;· J . ~iJl try, 
ala.s! ~o ,~efol'Il~;, and, ~altb0ll:gh I ,all}.afral(J,/tgi1~ 
writing groW's painful to y~u,{ have': tl;1e confi:4~nce: 
to, ~olicit a. speedy .title; . (0, ~ay that ·You J<?ye~ an~. 
forgive me •. After~ ~ong:expet:ienct! Qftbe:unfed; 
jng doubts anq delays of the law, 'Y0\l..will.proba=
hly SOOIl hear from' Lord Sheffield. t~at tl~e, Beri~<i:n 
trat:,lsactio:n is .. at. ~ast .c(Jri~l uded, and. I llOpe .. th3.t 
you~wiU ll& satisfi~d w~~h ~he '{ulJ and firm.sec;:urity 
of Y0).lrllnnUlty. ; 1hat you may ,IOllg cqntiriue to 
enjqY'it: i~.the first ~nq .most siricer~;wish of,-r:o.y 
heart..· ", ', .. " ".; . :-:. " . . .' . .' . ': 

In the placid <!ourse of purli¥e~J' ~~'.La\l.Sil.llne 
'. and 
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and :Bath, we have few evet;lts to relate; and fewer 
chang~s to desCl:ibe j' but I indulge m'yself in the 
pleasing belief that ,we are both as well and as 
happy as the common ordet of nature will allow 
us to exp~ct. I should be satisfied, had I rec~i\"ed 
from time:, to time some· indirect, but agreeable, 
information of YQur health. . For myself, I hav~ 

, no.:. complaint; except the gout; and though the 
visits of myoId enemy are somewhat longer, and 
more enfeebling; theyareconfin~d to my feet arid 

, knees; , th~ pain IS 'moderate, and my imprisoI,lIllent 
to my'chamber, or my chair; is tnuch a1leviated ~y 
the daily kindness of my friends~ , I wish'it were 
in my power to give you au adequate ioea of the 
ton'Veniency ;of' my house, and the: beauty of my 
garden;: both-oPwhicb I have improved at a cop.: 
sid,ernplcfexpense since ,the death of po~r Deyver
dim.- . But the loss of a friend is indeed irrepru;.ble. 
'VereI ten'years younger; I might possibly think 
of a female companion ;. but the choice is di~cult, 
the '~uccess doubtful, the engagement perpetua1, 
and at fifty":'four a man should neveJ: think of alte~ 
ing the-whole system of his life and habits. ,-The. 
disposal·' of 'Beriton, , and the death of my aunt 
Hester,' ; who has' l~ft me . her estate· in Sussex; 
makes-meverY$!asy ~n myw9rldlyafi'airs:-,myin
come is equal ,to' my expehse, and my eypense is 
adequate to my wishes. You malpOISibly have 
heard' of literary projects which are ascribed to me 
by the public without'my knowledge:· but it is. 

. much more probable that I have closed the account; 
and though I shall' never Jay -aside the pleasing oc· 

., \ cupations 
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cupations of study, you may 'be ,assured that I ha"e' 
no serious settleq th~ghts ofa new work. Next 
year: I shall meditate, and I trust shall execute, . a . 
visit ·to 'Engla.p.d, .in which th,e Belvldere is: on~ of 
my- powerful loadstones. I· often' reflect' with . a 
painful' emotion on the' imperious circumstances 
which have thrown us, at such a distance from each 
other •. 

, 'In the mo"ing" picture of the world, you cannot 
be indifferent to the strange revolution which. . has 
humbled' all that wa$ 'high, ' and exalted: all that 
was Idw, in Frince. The iFregular and lively spi
rit of the nation has 'disgraced their liberty,a.ncI 
instead (jf building a free constitution, they have 

. 6nlyexchan~ed despotism for anarchy. This tow'n 
and C()uiltryare crowded with'nQble exiles r ~hd 
we sometimes count in.an ass~mbly a dozen Prin- I 

.cesses and Du~hesses. Burke; if I rememberrig.ht, ' 
is no favourite of you!s';but there is surely tnuch 
eloquence and m_h sense in his book. The pros-. 
perity of England forms.a ~roud contrast with the 

. disorders of France; but I hope We shall avoid the 
folly of a ·Russian. \vir.· Pitt, in this ·i~stance, . 
seems too Ii1¢" his, father; .\ Mr. Hetrard,a sensibl4' 
man, and his pupil have left us. iThei found, as 
your friends will always find" the 'weight of your, 
recommendation with me,~ 'I .am,~ dearest Madam, ' 
~ve~mosi affectionately.yours.: .,' , 
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N° CCXXXIl·,, 

Dr. ,'V ILLt.prRoB-ERTSON' tolf,fr.GiBB'QN. 
DEAR SIR,~nnel.HouseI:Aug.2Stb, 1791. ; 

SOl\IE time before' the pu'Qlica!ion' of ,my Hist<r 
rical, Disquisition concerning India 1 desired 'our 
friend Mr.' Cadell to send a copy of it to you in my 
name. I hope you received it' long ago; and, will 
allow.it to remain iI\ yaur library, as a m~morial of, 
'my-respect and .friendship.. No man had formed a 

. ·more decided resolution oJ retreating·early from 
, public view, -;i.nd .of spending, the eve of life in the 
tra~qui1lity of professio:nala:nd: ,domestic" occ'up:J.
tions; bU,t, dil'ectly in',the {~ce 9'fthat purpose, ,I 
st~p ,forth with· a new WO,rk~ ,wh~ri just ()n : the 
b.rink of threescore and, ;ten; " TIle preface of the 
book. gives a fair and simple acc;:ount hO\f tlti.s ha~ 
pened .. Hitherto Ihaveno.cause t(l'l·epentof.a' 
,step which I ,took ,with hesit~on and an.~iety. 
My book has met with 'a receftioIi- beyond what 
the 8pelentus" pa'Vidusque futuri, 'dared to expect. 
I find, however, like other parents, 'that I have a 

. partial fondness for this child 'of my ,old age ; and 
~an1.lot set my heart quite, at ease, ,until I know 
'yo~r opi,nion J~f it: 1 need pot say with what per
fe~( confi<lepc~ I rest upon your judgment, and 
how happy it will make ine to ~~ that this pro~' 
duction . meets with your approbation. Nothing 
will add, so much to that pleasure, as your commu:' 
ni~ating to me any remarks that occurr~ to you 

;';In: p~rusing it. While I was engaged in :CQnipos:' 
ing 
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ing the DisquisitiPIl i~ often occurred to me, that_ 
I was more upon. your groun~ than in any of my 
former works j and I often wished that I had been 
80 near to you as M profit by your advice and in
formation; ,N ext to', that will be the benefit that 1 
may derive from~our friendly strictures. Be So. 

kind then as to mention to tne ally ,error or omission 
you' have observed; every ~riticism of yours will 
be instructive. '. 

Permit me to.: request anotheI: favour, , You 
allowed me to hope, that as soon as you fixed u~on 
a new subject you would let:me" know, "and give 

. me the'satisfaction ofiridulging the hopes ofliving 
until youfinishe-d it., I trust,tha,t )rOll are·:!J.ot·idle ' 
'Still. I maynow .tell ,yotiwitli. 'arithOl:ity, that 
you are y~t far from that period, of life' when you, 
should lay d<1Wn your pen; I can say from'expe
rien.ce, -that the bus~st season of·lifeis' the most 
happy;' and i have no doubt that you will concur 
with me in' this sentiment. Let me' know thett; 
my dear .Sir, how yeu are,what you are· ,doing, 
and what progress you make,' ·As fdr illy. part, .I 
enjoy good health; arid, except some fits of deaf.. 
ness, am little troubled with the infirmities o(old 
age. I write this at my son-in-l~w's,Mr., Bry
done, who" if he had not a wife and. family, loves 
Switzerland 'so -well, and has so many. friends, in 
Lausanne, that I believe he would gladly join you 
there;, ~elieve me to' be,. with great.respect, you.r 
most faithf\ll obedient servant, -, . -

WILLlAlI ROBERTSON. 
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. NQ CC:XXXIII. 

At. de S.A'ussuREa M. GIBBON. 

MONsa:vR, .Geneve, ceSl Mars, 179! • 
.J'ENT.j!lNDIS hier~avec l1ien del'iilterH Ia lecture 

, que M. de Gertnitlli uta ~otre ~ci~t~ 'de Ii lettre 
que ,vous .lui .avez, adressee~ ::l\Iais j'y ,vi~ avec 

'peine que.vo~s pat:oissiez eroire que j'avoi~ cherche 
a: .etablir que Ie, sentiment de, ,la reconnoissance 
etoit i;neonnu allx, ~neiens Grees.. Je parlai du 
mot, rIu r~1'(terctment,' qui en est l' expression, mais, 
j'etQls bien eloigne de douter du sentiment. Je l~' 
dis. express~ment; j'ajoutai que -ce 'sentiment se 
Illanifestant meme che~ .les' aIiimaux, il etoit imo:' 
possible.de supposer ,que l'homm~ ~n efttjamais 
ete fiestitue,;j'employai enfin, pour prouver,l'exis
tence du sentiment et du devoir de la reconnois-
. - .. '.. 
sa~ee, l'argument que vous emw-oyez vous meme, 

, J}1onsieur; je dis que quelqu'u:Q. quidema'D.doitu~ 
~ervice a up autre commencliJ:oit toujours; par lui 
rappeller lesserviees qu',iI lui,avoit- lu.i-m~me 
rendus; .. 

Je citai Thetis, qui; lorsqu'elle va demander un 
service d'abord a Jupiter, puis a Vulcain, com-.. 

, mence par, rappeller a l'un qu'elle l'a deli~ lOI:sque 
les dieux l'avoient gatott~, et a l'autre qu'elle l'a 
recueilli lorsque .Junon l'avoitprecipite du hau,t 
des cieux. J'avois donc' pris toutes les precau
tio:ns possibles pourqu'on ,necr(\.tpas queje niois 
re~istence de ee sentiment ,ch~:!! les Grecs., 

Sans dOl,lte, Monsieur, .vous futes(list-ra.it pen
dant 
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dant cette pattie de mOJ;l rapport,et lorsqu'on 3" 

eomnie vousla tete remplie .d~ grandes. et belles . 
idees, il est pennis de Ies suivr~ ct de Iaisser courir 
celIes·des. ·autres. l\lais ·comme TicIee 'que VOlIs 

m'avez attribuee est tout a Iafois in~nimeni'absurde 
, et immor~e; . ilm'est· impossible' de vous laisset 

croire que je rai eue~ . , 
Quant au mot, je ne tr~is pas qu'llesiode ni Ho

mhe ayent jamais employe "lII.pl~ et ses derives 
autreinentque commeles substantifs degracieux et 
tfagreahle.' Les vreuxd'Ulyssepour Ies.PMacicll!1 
et pour Nausicae so·ntheureusement choisis pour 
defendre cette these; ils ne cQntiennent cependimt 

- point ce qui fait l'essence du l'emerCiment,savoir 
!'idee de l'obligation pl'opreIPent dites et ou(:tesir 
de rendr~ la pareille. D'aiI1eurs cetexempleest 
presque unique; dan~ les dix neufvingtieJ;lleS des 

. liervices rendus on lesmet en poche et'tout.est dit,. 
Eilfin cequi m'avoit paru' absollJment decisif ,dans . 
. cette question c'est que les sacrifices innombrahles 
dont Homere.donnel~ description sont tous d'inva-: 
cation, sans qu'il y en ,ait un ,lieu! d'actioT/s;" de' 
graces ;queJe mot de XIII.PIS"IpllII., 'qui' exprime les 
sacrifices, ne se trouve ni dans I-Iesiode Iii dansHo
mere, et que Xenophon "est Ie premier aut~llr qui 
l'aemploye;. et qu'cncore urie fois la chose m~me . 
ne se 'trouve point; que. par 'exemple, Achille, 'apres 
sa-' grande victoire, . Ulysse apres' la sienne. sur ·les· 
galans de sa ·femme,n'eli tendeilt' pas' grace,s a 
Minerve qui n'a pas cesse de c()mbattre Ac6te d'eux 
et de le~r .rendre ostensiblement les plus signai~s 
services. '. ' - ' , , . ~. ,~-l .. 

Je 
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- Je n'insisterai pasdavantage- sur laparti@litte
taire 'de cette' question, ej:. si vouspersistez a croire 
'queles anciens, Grecs remercioient et e:i:prl,moient 
1a reconnoissancecomme l'ont fait en&uite lesGrecs 
modernes,et lesLatinset nous, je n'aurai point 
,honte de m'Hre trompe vis a vis -de voni; mais ce 
donc je rougirois e~emellement, ce' seroit d'avoir . 
pu croire que Ie sentiment oe la reconnoissance est, 
une· ,i:nvention mode me, et presqu'1Jne affaire de 
mode;,c'estce13, qui. seroit,d'un:tigreoud'un Jaco.:. 
bin, pour·nlc servir;Monsieur,-de cet ingeriie.ux rap-' 
prochement que VOllS employez dans votre let,t1"e. . 

J'ai saisi' avecempressement cette occasion de 
vous prouver, Monsieur; 'comb\en je mets de prix 
a votre estime, eombien et,moiet rna famille nous 
-avons .etc charmes de'lier avec vous, une connois.. 
'sanee plus p~rticuliere, et tom bien' nousdesirerions 

• I. 
t()us d'~tre plus a po!tee de 1a cultlver. ..,' 

J'ai l'honneur d'~tre' avec I,a tonsidera.tionla plus 
distingu ee; " '. 

Mpl1SIeur-, .. .' , 
Votre tres bumble'ettres oMissilIit serviteur, 

'. Pt SAVSSURE. ' 

Ne CCXXXIV.-, 

'·1Jf.le.ProJesse~r ~HEYNE' a M.'GIBBON~.· 
• 

,MONSIEUR,. • Gottjngen, ce 40 AoO:t, 1792 •. 

CE n'est.: p~s une prerogativ~. a, laquelIe· on 
puisse,~tre insen'sible, d'ayoir l'hon'ne\lr d'~tre eonn~ 
d'un savant du premieq>rdre, et d'~tie infoJ:Ille dC$ 
s~ntimens favorables de sa part" Ainsi pe.fIl!ette~, 

. . Monsieur, 
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Monsieur, que j'ose, cu~tiyer cette honne disposition 
qu'on me dit que vou~ avez marqu~ s~r mon sujet, 
et ·que je vous fasse l'hQmmag~. comme a un, de 
ce petitnombr~ de nos contemporains. qui ayent 
fix~ mon admiration. ,Monsieur ,Ie Pl'Ofesseur 
Yolk'c'l, qui a ete ~nde m~s disciples, pour~a attester 
Ia verite et sincerite de mes sennmellS.' En m~ine 
.tcm~,c'e~t a sapnere, 'l.ue}osc vo,~s; int~l'es~~trJ)OU~ 
son sort; il,J?'est pas asa J>lace, OU i~ ~st apresen~, ~t 
il pourroi,t ~u,e. plus utile 4ans ~me autre situation. 
,En cas~on,c que quelque occasion se preserit~ra, 
.que Ton, che.rcl\eroit 1!1l gouv~lle~.r ,9u;coropagnon 
~e ,'oyageppU~ }In ..ieun~ 'se!gpcufj;,ll' pmirrPlt 
~tr~, pr~qse. ~t, re~()mm~q~ ~,,~~ J9ut~, ~l>pi~ence 
.d'pn. bon succes. '" . '" 
,',' Vo~~ ~~e~ trop"~o~Juge. de ce,q~;on d<?it';\ un 
je~ne homme" qlH. a ~erite, :par ses progr~s 'dans 
}es et~cs '~~Par ;sa, bo?-ne c.onduite, qu~on s'inte
.ress~ ,it ~,a f()r~~'nF~ .. ~l>~r ~tre ~1fense de la,libeite 
,qu~jlcr pr~ds .. Je,,~'y, Pi l~s~.e entr~il:le~ cl'autant 
plus, parcequ'elle me fournisfiQit l:oc~asion si ,desiree 
pour v9.us fair~.<!omi,ol~re, l~~ ;~e~time~s.de I~ pius 

.. parffli~e c.o;n~idera~io~, !tyee, 1~q~~llCf je sufs, '. " , , 
: l\l(>n,sie,ur,,~: 

" Votre tres bUUlble ~t.tres oheissautServiteur 
" ." J. " ." . .. . . .. , HEYNE. 

FF"4 
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N°, CCXXXV. 

iJ,L NECKER a. M. GIBBON. 
> • '- ~ , 

. Ce dimanche matin. 

Lis Magistrats de Gen~ve' ont souscrit a~x 
mocijfications propose~s . par Monsierir -de Mon
tesquiou; elles ne paroissent pas changer Ie fonds~ 
~<;>n a. 'expedie ~n courier extraordinaire pour porter 
a Par~s cette nouvelle' con)"ention, et si ron ne 
sugghe pas de .nouvelles dlfficultes, on espere que 
la ratification reviendra da:nshuit jours-. Un assez 
grand' nombre de gardes nationales entrent jour
neIleme~tdans Geneve,et l'on ne s~ait comment 
les refuser. ',On dit q1:le MQnsieur de Watteville, 
Ie cOnlmandant des troupes Suisses, se' plaint de 
leurs relations avec ses soldats. _ En geI,le.ral Ja situ-
ation-de-Geneve est bien changee: . 

-' N ousn'avons pris' auclfIi parti pour ilotre retour-
1 Geneve. NOlls attendon~- ()U la nouvelle de Iii. 
ratification, ou une plus grande- certitude qu'elle 
n'eprouvera aucune.difficulte. -'. . 

C'estcomme nouvelliste quej'ai pris 'la liberte
d'ecrire~:Monsieur Gibbon: Je:.lui 'renC:lrai son 
correspondant ordinaire, qui lui m~nie ne trouveroit 
p~ bon que ron' pdt sa place. Mon' seul merite 
auptes de MQnsieur Gibbon, -c'est -d:e Ie dispenser 
de reporidre, mais je Ie prie instamment d'accepter 
avec: inter~t et bonte, l'hommage de mon. invio-
lable attachement.' . 



Ne CCXXX yI. 
Madame NECKER a M. GIBBON; 

~op~t. 130ctobte, 1791. 

J E vous prie; Monsieur, d'obse.rver .que les epoqu~s 
.bnt sacreespou~ un .historie~ les, vendanges 
.'approchent, vous s~avez,.1'engagetnentquevous 
avez pris, ,et d'ailleurs, nOllS voudrions .nous lcon· 
fo~er un peu au costume de nos chers CO~Pl!-·1 
triotes, et, nous enivrer au moins des agrel1~enS . 
de votre c;onversatjon. J'ai prie Mon~ieur Levade 
de vous accompagner. J e voudrois que vous aeter~ 
minassiez Monsleurle Chevalier de Bouffiers a. se 
teunir avec vous" et Madam.e de ,Biron, si j'osois 
~'en flatteF, ainsi: que ,toutes les persannes', qui 
pourroient vous pla!re, et leur ~tre agreables.' ~ oa. 
jugez du prix que je mettrois a une societe si rare' 
et si cMrie imais eofin,seul ou enViroime detant 
d'eclat, VOIJ.S serez toujo~rs et:l, g~and, ,nomke, 
puisque vous ~e rappellez const;unment, lorsque 
vous parIez, ces,' esprits., connus' des,Hebrelix; :qui 
n'entrent jamais qu'~n .legion dans ,I.e corps .d'un 
homme; ·grace .poUr la comparaison,: 'e!le m'au:roit 
paru plus juste, si les alJ.ges' alloient ain~i.par 
troupe, et je m'en serois servie. plus 'olontier~ 
Monsieur Necker, Monsieur, joint ses, instarices 
a..ux~iennes. ,Agree~ l'assurance de tous nos senti-
mens. . ' 
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. N° CCXXXVII; 

Madame NECKER a·1Jf. GIBBO'N • 

. A deneve, ce 30 Mars. 

'Je fai 'till etje ne Ie crois pa.s,disoit Fontenelle 
d~tm ayaredeyenu liberal \l.Il moment; ne pourrois
je pas m'exprimer de m~rri.e en recevant ~ette jolie, 
cette tonchante lettre? Maisellene in'a pas 
disposee a 'la plaisanterie; c'estune preuv~ d'a~ 
,sence, " et Ia douce habitude que j'avois. forme~ 
ne'p~ut se rompre sans tristesse. Vous avez :fait, 
Monsieur, a toute notre societe Ia metlle· impre~ 
,;ion qu'a,nous, mais pourquoi dir,9is-je Ia meme? 
tout-est re~u,'s~lon, l'axiome, a Ia.maniere de celui 

-qui Te~oit .:. et les ames les.plus sensibles seront 
toujours: celles .qui vous .. admireroilt Ie pl\lS., .Je 

. defie done,· n{eme Ies. deux, belles yeuves, de ,vo~ 
. cherir . 'Comm~ ~ous ; ron. YO us ' J uge : en dehors.; 
nous vous,'avons juge p~ns, Ie Jond. Q,e. n?tre.Creur 
~t ilousvousy gardons:. '.: '.J 

.,.' N olfs avons re~u en effet des nouvelle~ touch.an:te~ 
ile l'infortuneevictime dont les, regards nous cher,.. 
chent au mOJllent'du sacrifice; mais nous aurjons 
yo!l.1u pouvoir vousen 'entret~nir, car les'yeuxd'un 
'amLs~>D:t Ie vrai telescope. de la pensee; ils nou~ 
aid~nt a traverser les plus grandsespaces. . 
" Je vous 'fends g~'aces Ae.,ni'aYQit ra,S5uree:surla 
sante,del\1otlsieur: de. Severy; ~oute .cette ch~
mante famille m'interesse, sous differents rappor~; 
Ie merite augmente bien de prix dans notre siecle; 
c'est nne eau salutaire au milieu d'un aride desert. _ 

Si les nouvellessont vraies, l'Assemblee fait a 
C"· ., pr~sent 
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present du roinistere, Ie repas de l' evangile; maiS il 
faut se taire, car s'irriter' de ce qu'on fait, c'est 
souffiir, et s' en moquer, c' est ressembler auX: barbares 
qui dansent ,et charitent autou! des victimes. 

La lettre pe Berne a eu ici un plein succes; je 
vous rends grace de nous l'avoir envoyee. Les 
Allemans sont 3. present. b,eaucoup plus Fra~~ois 
que nous, et par leurs sen.tim.enset meme par leur' 
langage. ,J e fi.nis,~ M()nsieur,en vous raJ>pellant 
trois promesses; la lecture des Opinions Religieuses, 
carsi elle ne change pas les vtltres, vous vivrez 
du·nioin~ encore plusi\ltimenient avec 1l0US ;VOUS 

jugerez du genieo de l'eloquence, et des sent1mens 
de MonsieUr Necker; et vous jugerez aussidei'ini
pression 'que'j'en recevois. ,Je connois trop la 
superiorite '.et l'universalite de votre, esprit, ,pour 
vous croire .etranger ani . plus grandes . questions 
lfUe.les hommes' se soient ja~,ais proposees;' ce 

. n'est pasvous qui traiterez Iegerement les profon
deurs de nos destinees; ce n'est pils vous qui 
traitere.z Iegeretrient les affections lesplus ,douces, 
les plus propres '3. con~ler. deux ames etroitement 
unies, qui ne peuvent:· plus .tetenir l~ terns' pret a 
~'echappei pour,elles;et qui le~uivent,:etse !!ujvent 
jusques dalls 'les 'aMmes de.1'e~ern.itej ,etv~us 
donnerez quelques larmes au' passag~;q~t~1Cprime 
ce s~ntjment, avec des. couletu;s . inltnitables. : ,J e 
vous rappelle un autre projet cfqhine~tieni~fort' a' 
,cre~r; et que je lie \"eux pas' ro~me designer, Enfin 
voUe troisieme promesse est pour: nous uo. bonheur 
present,; 'nous', vous ,.attendrons '3. .Copet,et les 
charmes de votre societe nous feront oublier encore . 

une 



4,44 LE~'fERS' TO. AND FRO)! 

une fo~s ]es peines d€ Ii vie. Nous nousr~unissons; 
Monsieur N ~cker et moi, pour' vous offrir .rhom; 
maged'une tendre amitie, et iI me semble qu'en 
me doublant ainsi, je T~pareaupres.·de VOUS tout 

. ce que Ie terns m'a fait perdre. 

N°CC;XXXVIII, 

. JlFadame.NECKJ;R a iII. GIBBON. 

A Copet, ce Sa~edi ~atin •. 

J~ALLOi5,VOUS ecrire,' M9nsieur, quando j'ai re~u 
par ~f. Favre une .marque de souvellir' que je db: 
siroisvivement" ~t que mon impatienceue Ipe per .. · 
mettoit plus d'attendre: malgre votre silenc~ volon
taj'r~, malgre Ie. silenceinvalontai_re que fai garde 

. avec VQUS; vouz 'n'avez jamais. -cesse un instant 
d'~tre 1'6bjet demon admiration, et de cette tendte 
et pure affection sur laquelle le'"tems n_e peu~ avoir 
d'empire: Yos' ouvrages' ont fait mes delassemens· 
lesplus doux; -je ne vous ai pas peint l'impression,. 
quej'tm avois"re~uei car dans les :deuxa~ duo 
ministere orageux de M. Necker, je n'ai pas eu 
tlne' heure, decalrne, ou de libeJ;te: d'ailleurs ron 
n~aitnepas toujours entretenir un muet,sl1re de 
l'importuner; ne fut·ce .que par les. remords:.A 
present,Monsieur, vous nous Otez ~acrainte d'~tre 
indiscrets, et nous vous demandons avec instances, 
.M. Nec~er ,et moi, de nous faireThonneur.de 
. passenluelques jours a. Copet. Adieu,1\'fonsieut, 
i\TOUS 'me .repondrez a Copet, etvous ferez tin bien. 
grand l,laisir ~ d'anciens it fidetes amis, qui mal-

are 
b 
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gr~ tous' tel discours sont plus ,que j~mais dlgnes, 
de votre' inter~t, et de votre estime.' " 

, 
N° CCXXXIX. 

Tile Same to the Same., : , 
. A Rolle; Ie ;J Avril. . 

J E reponds' a. votre silence, Monsieur i c'eit tou
jours du moins nne manihe de me 't:approcber, d~ 
vous. J'en cherchois une aujourd'hui, car mon 
creur se serre un peu: en quittant un lieu plus 
voisin de celui quevous hal?itez, e.t ou nous av~ns 
re~u des marques ine.ffa~ables devotre amiti6. de 
cette ainitie dirigee par l'esprit Ie :plus delicat, et -
par un instinct -de bon~e quidonneroit Itlemedu 
chi.rrii.e a. l'indifference. V oulez..v.oUsbien, Mon-' 
sieur, temoigner a. Ma,dame de Severy toute notre 
reconnoissance? J'avois Ie nesir:'de lui ecrire; j~ai 
craint de _me rendre importune.' Mademoiselle 
Geffroym'assureque M. Monad est content de l'etat ' 
ou no'usl3:issons la maisort. Ce 1\:1. lIomld me paroU ; 
fort honnete ,homine, et fort utile ~:ceux dont il a 
la con fiance. Je' presume que je ne tarderai pas a. 
prafiter de votre aimable'invitation.Nolls'irons 
passer quelques jours dans votre palais des fees;' ou. 
plutot de genies; par uneexceptioil ino~ie'pour 
moijet que j'offre a. celui qui fait aussitineex .. 
ception dans notre creur a. tant d'autres ~gards; 

_ mais Ies nouvelles nous empechenf 'de ceder en:. 
core ~,notre impatience par l'incertitude 'ou' elIes ' 
nous Jettent j les Cfoisfl semblent avoir.ravan'tage~ 
rt'le' resultat de:cette cOnibinaison, oU"at: toute 

, autre, 
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autre, fait aussi d~ notre fortune un probl~me in
soluble pour Ie present; cependant avant de voir 
des maisons, il faudroit que nos plans furent ar· 
rHes. Vous jugez, Monsieur, par rna comparaison, 
que j'ecris a present de Jerusalem; vos paroles 
sont pour moi ces fleuves de lait et de miel de la 
terre promise; et je crois entendre leur doux mur· 
mure; cependant je regrette encore Ie plaisir que 
j'avois a vous entretenir pendant Ie jour, de mes 
pensees de la veille. J e vivois ainsi deux fois avec 
vous, dans Ie temps passe et dans Ie tenws pre
sent; et ces temps s'embellissoient l'un par l'autre; 
puis-je me flatter de retrouver ce bonheuI dans nos 
allees de Copet? Prevenez-nous cependant, quand 
vous aurez l'intention de nous voir. N ous tache
rons de reunir quelques personnes qui veul~nt 

venir a Copet, et nous vous devrons leurs plaisirs 
et les n6tres. Mille tendres amities. 

N° CCXL .. 

Madame NECKER a M GIBBON. 

J E voyois arriveI', Monsieur, avec un sentiment 
deiicieux, Ie jour que je devois passer avec vous; 
Ie spectacle d'une habitation qui vous rend heureux 
auroit certainement ajoute a mon bonheur, ou 
diminue mes peines, pour employer un langage 
convenable aux circonstances. J e sens que j'aurois 
reuni a vous pour toujours, dansrp.a pensee, l'image 
de votre jardin, de votre bibliotheque, de tous ces 
sages qui vous environnent, et qui seroient restes 
dans la poussiere des sie.c1es, sL votre bel ouvrage 

ne-
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ne les avoit fait revivre. C'est done absolument 
contre mon vreu, que :j'ai differe une visite dont je 
me faisois une veritable fete. V ous m'avez tou
joursete cher; mais l'amitie que vous montrez a 
M. Necker ajoute encore a celle que vous m'in
spiriez a tant de titres; et je vous aime a present 
d'une double affection. Cependantje suis tres en 
col he contl'e' M. Necker, il a cede a quelques 
raisons dont il vous rendra compte. 11 n'appartient 
pas a tout Ie monde d'avoir, comme M. Gibbon, les 
avantages du genie, sans en avoil' les inconveniens. 
Les projets de M.·N ecker sont tOlljOurS environnes 
d'un cortege de troupes Iegeres, qui ne cessent de se 
'battre sur la route; et l'on ne s~ait jamais quel 
sera Ie resultatdu combat: cette fois' il a faUu 
consentir a un Mlai, et M. Necker, qui s'en affli
geoit lui-m~me, a voulu vous ecrire Ie premier; 
mais il ne vous a point dit assez a mon gte, avec 
quel attendrissement, avec queUe reconnoissance 
nous avons re~u vos soins incomparables dans cette 
terrible epoque de notre vie. Jene tarderai pas, 
j'espere, a vaincre les obstacles qui contrarient un 
projet cher' a mon creur. Dans ce moment Ie 
danger eminent de M. Tronchin ne nous auroit 
pas perfnisde nous eloigner. M. Cramer doit etre 
transporte a Geneve. Mille et mille tendres hom~ 
mages, Monsieur. 
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lIJadame NicKER a M;GIBBo'N 
Roll~, ce 'jeudl • 

. ' MONSIEUR de <:;hat.eauneuf,.Monsieur, a' envoy~ 
une addresseauxcitoyens de Geneve, dans laqueIle~ 

, -av~q beaueoup. de' protestations pour la surete des 
proprietes ~tdes personnes, il assure qu'on 'se re
streindra seulement, a Ia punition des magistrats, 
qui ontose sollieiter Ie secours des Suisses .. L'in
~igna.tion a ete a sp.n comble, ,eomriie VO!lS clevez , 
bien Ie penser;etmon creur en ~st encore agite .. · 
Lesmagistrat:s, parI une conduite. aussi 'noble que 
celle du resident etoit basse et odieuse, ont rassem
bIe en ames trois mille Genevois; et leur, ont' Iu 
cette addresse et l.mecourageuse reponse.· IIs ont 
demand6 que ceux qui n'approuvoient pas la con- . 
duitedes, magistrats, .eussent a se retirer; trois . 

,seulement §ont sortis des rangs: '1\1. le Sindic 
,Michely a parle c<,>mme Demosthene; et .un dtoyen . 
llomme M. Chambrier, a repondu au nom'du peu
pIe avec ta~t de, V'trtu et de sensib~lite; que cette 
scene touchante peut ~tre comparee aux plus belles 
de l'histoire., Von ne. nousmande pas d'ailleurs 
que les troup~s soient augmentees. Dieu seul s~ait 
a pr¢sent quel sera Ie resuitat-de toutes ces d~
marches extraordinaiI:es; . Naus attendons inces
iamment . Monsieur Gibbon, et nous l'aimons, en 
attenilant, de tout notrecreur, et pour jamais. 

~ 'C. N. 
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Madame NECKER a M. GlaBQN. 
, . '. ' . ~ 

A Copet, co 15 Juiu, 1792. 

, 'NE craign'ez'rien, Monsieur; ceil'est pas un 
reproche que je viens vous faire: je 's~a'is depuis' 
A1cibiade" que les ~ommes distingues doivent tou':' 
jours avoirquelques.Jeghes bisarreries: .M; de S~ 
very ro'ecrit ingenieusement, que vous me tenez 
compte en amitie . du silence que vous gitrdez avec 
inoi; car vos. affections ne sont pas, coriinie vOtre 
genie, une corne d'abondance~ qui s'accroiten se 
repandant.Penseriez..vous, Monsieui', que cepre..: 
ambule tend A vons demander une'lettre? 'M. 
Pictet m'appreIid que M~ de Severy recevrachez lui 
pendant quirtzejours Ie Prince de Hesse,et s~s' 
deux gouverneurs. Nous avions determine M. et 

, Madame Pictet a adniettre ces etrangers dans leut 
interieur, iii ron Ie desiroit; et l·ien rie' pa.ioissoit 
plus. convena"ble pour Ie jerinl! pririCe qtte l~ sped-' 
tade de cette vie pure et simple; dOnt l'esprit et 1¢ 
sentiment font la seule ~Iegance; et d'ailleurs nous 
crOyons voir dans 'eet' arrangemeni, . des 'avantages 
teciproq nes.' CependaIit uneintioduction de con .. ' 
fiance demande l'exemptionentierede cthtainsde:' 
fauts; par exemple, sf vOus' apperceviez' dcd~geis. 
Germanismes;' comme des'IibatiorisIiberales a. Bacl.' 
chus; je vousdeinarideroi~' d'avoir la 'bOnte de'me 
l'insinuer saris craindre aucunes fracasseries. I1'se~ 
roit ais6 d~ trouver des pretextes pO'uri-evenira;ran..! 
den {'Ian de simple locataire. ' 

VOL. II. • G G N OUIL. 
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N ous'pensons ,sou vent, Monsieur, aux joutS 
pleins de charmes:que nous avons passes avec vous 
a Gen.eve .. J'ai eprouve pendant cette epoque un 
sentiment nouveau pour moi, et peut-~tre pour 
beaucoup de gens. J e reunissois dans un m~me 
li~ul. et pa~ .une faveur bien rare de,la Providence, 
·;t.qle de~ douces et pur~s. affections d,~~ rna jeunesse, 
avec..celle q.ui fait mon sort sur .1:). terre, et qui Ie 
rend si,dig~e. d'envie. Cette'~ingularite, jointe 
au~ ·.agl'e~ens d'une, conversati,on sans modele, 
composoitpour, m.oi unesorte d'enchantement ;.et 
I~ connection du paS,seet du present rendoit' ~~ 
jou~s seIp~lables a, un sOl).ge sorti par ,la . po:t:tc 
J:nvoire p~ur cO!lsoler les mortels. , N e voudriez
yous p~ no us Ie ~aire continuer, enco~e? <;:;C?pet 
.est dans toute sa, beaute; maisje l,le ~~ais, si je.t1qis 
trap .. insister, .<;ar, nous y meno)ls une vie assez 
solitaire; les circonstances retiennent les Gcnevois 
dq.~s leurs foye'rs, et leurs ~ampagnes sontde~ertes; 
M. de Gernl~ni meme a juge a-propos de se, te
piarier ;.et ita bienfallu ceder unegrande part de 
,~es so ins. Gardez-vous, Monsieur" de f()r~er un 
~e ces liens.tardifs: Ie mari~ge. qui rend, heure~x 
p.~ns l'age; mftr, c'est .celui qui futtontracte dans 
la jeu..ne~s~. Al9fi, seulement la reun,ion est par,. 
faite" les g9ftts, se c~mtnuniquent, l«::s; sentimens se 
!epandent,~es idees; 'peviennent communes, ~es 
facultes intellectuelles,semodelent mutuellement.
Tonte la vie est double,' et toU:te la vie, est: une 
prolo~gation de la jeunes;e; car 1~~ impres~iolls de 
r.am;ec~mman~ent au~.yeux, et ~a, beaute. qui n'cst 

. plus 
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plus conserve encore son. empire; . maispour-vous, 
.Monsieur, dans, toute ·Ia vigueur de Ia pensee, 
lorsque toute l'existCllce eS,t d6cidee, 1'011 ne pour
roit sans un' miracle trouver.une femme digne de 
vous; et une ~ssociaiion d'un genreiinpatf~it rap
pelle toujoursJa statue d'Horace, (lui joint a,une 
lJelle t~te Ie corps d'un stupide poisson.' V Otis etes 
marie avec Iagloil'e; et vos amis qui vbus chelis
sent, nesoRt paS' jaloux de celien,aont l'eclat 
m~me rejaillit-sm:eux. J'ai· pense -cent f6is a '1:i 
confidencequevous mavezfaite; j'enattends l'exe': 
cution avec-uti inter~t inexprimabIe; rotre 'genre 
d'esprit en f~raUn genre nouveau; VOllS d~robel;ez, 
toutes lcs' richesse~ de votre siede; ~ et vou~, avez 
trouve Ie veritable ilimanfqdi' retientaans soli at~ 
mosph~re tout ce' qui s;en';approche, etqui~st 
digne d'y ~tre attire .. , Adieu, Monsierir; personne' 
au monele n'a mieux'sentique vous Ie prix c:lecette' 
association unique de I'esprif Ie plusbrillant e(le' 
plus ,vane au plus doux et au plusegal de tous'les' 
caracteres; et ron peut bien dire . de vous 'ce' 'q tie 
Ciceron ", disoit des' lettres,egalement aelicieuses 
dans Ia retraite et dans Ie grand monde, a Paris -et 
a Copet. "Recevez,· 'Monsieur, l'assurance de-tous 
les sClitimens que vous'no~s avez, inspi'res. /r Je' 
vous' prie,~'l\Ionsieur, ,de reniercier '1\1. de', Severy 
de so~, obligeante Iettre, etde faireweer, nos' 
llOmmages a toute sa fainille.' '" -

"N" 



Madame NECKER a ilL GIBBON. 

A Copet, ce 5 JuilJet, 1791. 

JEu'auwis pas repondu sit6t, 'Monsieur, a 'votre 
charmante lettre, et j'amois' fait ce sacrifice de IilO~ 
goM ~ votre- douce paresse, si je n'avois eu a VOUIt 
entretenir du nouvelouvrage que M~ Necker'vo~s 
envpye., Son ame,. infatigable en 'pens~es comm~ 
en septiinens,estcbntinuellement tourmentee par 
le~ malheurs <Ie la France. II a crn en trouver I" 
cause,et !l a regarde comme uIi devoirde Ia. lui 
revele~,,' ~t de. lui mo~treI: en m~e temp~ Ie m~ 
dele qu'elle auwit dll ~su,ivl·e. Quand vous p'aurie2f 
pas eu, Monsi~ur, d,es dwits a jamais .chel'is sur tOU9 

les mouvemens <Ie notre arne, M. N cGker .auroit 
d~ egalement vous faire. hommage de son travail.: 
comment pe~ser a la gIoire et au bonheur de l'An
gleterrc . sans .que votre idee se presente a 'nous ? 
comment .re~quer les lumi~I:es repandues .dans l~ 
travail de.M.Necker sans se rappeller des' conver., 
sations interessantes, ql,li ant charme mes douleurs. 
I:hiver; dernierJ en me. f~isant jO)lir a.. la, fois de. 
tous. mes gquts, et de tous mes sentimens r Lq 
sJ,ljet de ce liVl'cme pal'Oit entierement neu£, 
quoiqu'il ait et~ approcM mille Jois. par nos ora
tellrs, parces navigateurs qui I'ament. sans .cesseet. 
qui n'abordent jamais, parcequ'ils n'ont aucune 
boussole. J e neveux pas anticiper sur votre juge-' 
ment; rantour propl'e n'a plus la hardiessc de se 
~<?nt)'cr aujourd'hui;. les circonstances -sont trop 

grave$ 



!!Tlj,ve. pour ne pas. etouffer toutes Ies petife~-pas ... 
:ions del hommes ;il p?eut du saug, ,comin~ dit Ia 
Fontaine, et les 'colombesne doivent plus penser 
qU'a chercher a faire la paix entre les vautoul's, dus.i 
sent-elIes ftre victhnes de lem· bont6; conime dans 
utterable. Seulem~nt nous prenorts devoli~ Je prb' . 
• age, comme Ie, Romains Ie til'oient du vol d'u~ 
aigle pour augurer favorablement de quelqud 
grande entl"eprise. 
, 1\1. Necker lit actuellernent votre histojie 'avec 
deliees;, il se delas,seeri.- s¢ 'pl'omenant dans', cet 
Elisee; il me ntpetojt hier ce que vous, disiez 'd~ 
gotivemement 'etablie pal' Auguste :llne mona-rchie 

. deguisee en r~publiq,ue, et nous faiso:ns" ajoutoit.l 
it; une repuhlique" deguisee eninonal'chie. VoH~. 
pensai-je, rna chatte chamgee en fenime._ l\f. ~ ecket 
admire sans cessela beautede vos l'eCi'b, mai; ce.
pendant, _ il se saisit. avec transport de 13: preriiieh! ' 
idee analogue aux siennes; , 
. Venez a Copet~ l\JO!l$ieur, si vOUS'VOl1.!ei qu'on 
b~che" et qu'ol'1. jaue ail 'w'isk, car'yous sa\"cz donner 
aUJl; go~ts itiIwcens rec1at .du- g6l:ie, . C6n:lIri~ ault. 

, travaux du genie la .&)Uceu~; q-u~ les rapprothe: de 
l'imiocence. Venez a. Copet" pourvuque notre 
bonheur ne coute Tien au-v6tre ;lnais 811'hllhitude 
nous est contrairc, elle peut .aJssi ~dus ~t~·e fa
"orahle,car~e rapporf des ~l.!ne8 et des esprits res,,: . 
se~hle hi.en a fha,hitvdc, et c'est dl\ tRains un de 
s~s effets lcs plus dOIi~;' et une lia:iiort, ~ui ~ ~Olll
menee presqu~' avec la' pensee, "estpreferahle .a 
ceUe-qu~on forme- avec ses meubles et: SfS .appatte
mens.' Matis· V{)Us; avezoe 'mei11eures' excuses; je 

G G :3' , re~ois 
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re~ois avec rec~nnoissance celle des eaux -de Pyi-
mO,nf. Quel prix mon e;reut \n'?-ttache-t~ll point a 
'votre s311te,a.l'interH:que:votie 'amitie.repand suI:. 
not;re retraite? - Enarrivant iCi, en h'y. retrouv'ant_ 
quelestomheauxde ceux quej'ai lantaiine,. vous. 
avezete PQurmoi, comme un al:bre,solit3Jre, dont, 
rombrecouvre encore'le desert 'qu~me separedes 
premih'es annees de Ina vie. . . . 
, ,J e rie ·voudrois. pas·non .. plus vou::;' ravit aux 
agremens d'unesociete a laqueUe Ia France de . 
Louisquatorzeauroit porte: envie! '. 
- Engagez', ces ,dames a lire Ie" Tableau de l'Etat, 

l\:[oralou nOlls a reduit lei ConstitutionFran~oise ; 
et si Ja modes tie" des femmes pour .leur mari il' etoit 
pas un hommage a l'intimite dunre.lid .conjugal, je 
dirois que dans <;:e chapitre, ,l'auteur.met son esprit 
au liiveau du, g~nJe,qui' a con~u l'ensemble d~ 
l'ouvrage. . '. ' - :. 

V ous m'aviez promis de lire Les Opinions Reli~ 
gieuses; . et queUes: que, soyent. vos opinions meta
physiques, je suis sftre 9.ue vous aurez ete frappe du 

. chapitre sur Ie bonheur, Ie motsi toucha~tqui finit 
votre lettf~me Ie persuade; je veux y joindre'ces. 
vers ,de Zaire. ." . 

O~~~reull:~ bienfais~nt, juste; l>leiDd~vertus, 
S'il' ~toit n~ Chretie~,' que seroit-il de plus ~. 

~ '. ~ . (' . 

: 'Nil CCXLIV .. 
JJfadame NECKER a JJL GIBBON. ,. , 

..' A Copet, lelO Aout, 1792., 
JE n~ puis~.Monsieur, . .1aisser sanS remercimens, 

.non seulement une lettre incomparable, maisbeau:
couP. 
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coupplusqu'une lettre pOUT nioi, car c'esi'un'y~ri..J 
table bjenfai~ de l'amiti~~ Le plaisir qu'eUe a cause 
a 1\1. Neclter ne lI'effacera P.oint de mon,s9UVenil'': 
V .otrevoix peut raohner toutes lesesp~ra~ces': 'et' 
quand vos ~criti, votre r~putation; ne nous auroient 
pas appris depuis long terns que! juge vouS ,~tes~ 
lamanihe dontvous en.oncez v.otre suffrageferoit 
~ga1ement v.otre titre et ie n()tre; ct ie g.out exquis 
qui d~m~le Ie merite d'un" .ouvtage, et qui Ie met 
a sa place, peut bien . ~tre C.ompare a. 'la sagacite 
d'un juge civil, qui.l~roit auf.on'd des cretIn pOUl; 

pr.on.oncer guilty, .ounotguilt!1;mOlt~1 .oU immOltel: 
Aussi M.Neckel" apr~s av.oir'entendu cette g.ouce. 
lettre; me die avec. sa b.onn~ f.oi ordinaire;', A pre: 
sent me voila., sur .de\ m.on succes; je n'arplus be..: 
s.oind'aucun autre. el.oge. II seIitOit. que· s.onvais.;, 
seau alloit voguer a. pleines voiles1 comme' celui. 
d'E!nee, quand il fut pousse par cettenymphe qu~, 
Virgile nomme . 

. -'::"-.fandid~c~issima Cymodocea" 
Dixerat, et dextridisce~ens;mpulital~m 
(Haud ignara modi) puppim! fugit maper uildas 
Ocior et jacuIo. . 

J'aurois voulli .oser faire. imprimer :cette ;lettre; 
l'opini~n de celui qui a demHea. di~ huit cehs' ans 
de distance ·les calisesde ]a: d~c.adencede l'empif'e 
Romain' auroit ete la sa~ction du livre'de M., N ec'!' 
ker. C'est sur tout a vous"M~~sieul', qu'il fau,t/et 
procher I' enthousiasme deMo Necker pour votre 

, nation; c'est.sur l'echantillon qu'ila jugede Ten
seinble, et'non seulement 'vous, mais aussi vos l'e
fonses it t~>l1tes ses questions. ont fait sonerreUf;' 
, Ga. C~ 
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ces que~tions p:q.tdu, yous prouvet, qu~~f. N.e~ 
ker ne cherchoit point .:\ VOUS cach~, S(~:n, travail j 
majs ron peut' ,bjen s'aider des luini~res' de lion ,am~ 
et hlLep"argner par respeCt pour songeI],le (e speet 
tacle, dontpa);leJ3,o,ikau" Enfflnt 'alA pre'(Rier:Qcte" 
et ilarbQT) u-u.. .deri7.ier. ,ll faut ... CO.mme j ypus.l'o]r. 
servez~vec.bea~coup de g{ace', ~t llc' .tin,esse~ qtit! 
les peilsees )ngenieus~s. r~n.dues, cla;irement, puiS"; 
sen,t9btenir. place. ~u milieuJ des ~iIJ.1ples. verite~; 
etl\l., Necker a fait, je,.l'avo~et Ie C?ntrll.ire' ~~ 
gens d'esprit, dont parle 1\[ ~le .auffo\!; jl are1,lll\ 
toutes,ces. feuilles d'qr' pour ~nfaire des.lipgots, ces 
1ingots s~nt, dites-vous, d'airain de Corinthe; it 
faut doncto\ljoursu~e. incend~ie pour en prodUir6 
de pareiIs. llelas! iI, n'est que trop yrai; l'ame d,~ 
IVI. Necker est'embnw~e par .la douleur des eve:- \ 
nemens, et j'~,bespin,de tou..tes les ressources d.t: 
l'aJ}litie 1a p'hlS teruIre pour faire diversion aux tour
mens q~'i1 endure. V otre.-conversation lljl~ donnera 
desmoyens e}lce genre, auxquels il est impossible 
de res~ster; .cepen~~ vot,re- bonheur .m'est trop 
cher pour qu£j~ vouluss~,vQ\ls faire perdre auc~ 
des ins~s de la 'soc,icte dont VOllS jouissez. ," Re:. 
venez a nous quaild vous serez rendu a. vous-m~ine; 
e~est Ie mom~nt quidoit toujours -appartemr.Q 
'I)(Jtre /JT~miere et ~ ttJotrt: dernicre Qmi~, je ne sau .. 
rois aecouvm encore lequel de ces deux titres est 

, Je plus, dou~ et Ie· plus. eller,a mOD creur. 
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'" l~~·' CCXLV. 
Madame 'NECKER a' M: G~BB'ON. ' 

\_ ,,' ": I' .. " .. 

)\ Copet;.re 21,Septe~b;e. 179~ •. 

J AMAIS, Monsieur,les 'mar~ues de votre )Iiter~t ne 
IJ-ous ful'entni; pl~ cMl'es ~ plus :n~c,essaites. 'Lea 
lett.{es qn'oll 'Te~o~t':de- raris·font horreur, 'm~ni~ 
avant de Ies ou-vril'. : Les mots'les pl1J.s indiffer-ens 
de nos amis absensparoiSsent des augures funesteS. 
M. de Lenart ecriyoit dernihemelit a Mr'. Necker, 
fuel.fUe 80it mo~ . 8()rt, je .oi'Vrizi, . ou je 'mQurrai 
'Votre ami: ces. paroles si simples nous nrenttre.s' .. 
saillir, et Ie plus cruel·des ~venetUe~ l1~a pasiard6 
a Ies su~vre; 1\1. de Montrooriu a ped XnalgreJ~ 
efforts de Bazire lui-me,me; car dal1s eet enfei il fa.ut 
avoir r~co"urs a ]:J. proteeti~n des d.ento:ns. _Lesbar+ 
b~'e8 8nt tee M. d~ Clerll1o~t Ton:o,efl'e, f:x:empiair~ 
,:ivantdu genie etdes talenlSdes.Fl'an~ois avant 
leur effrayante metamorphose. 118 Ol'lt assas,sine It: 
Uue de Rochefou~a\dt; eet ho~me ,i:are, victime 
de ses vertuli meme dqnsses erreur,s, qui guide par 
\ine seule IUl:p.iere, ne put bala.ttcer un grand carac.., . 
tere par.· un grflnd genie. 11 n'avoit VU. dans un 
systeme exag~re que Ie sactifice de $es avantages 
personnels, et it s'etoit chi oblige de l'embrasser; 

. aU8si avoit~il. eonserveprcsql;1e seu} Tamour ef Ie 
respect desdeuX'pa,rtis: ,I Tous~es ~~mn)e~ distin
gu~s etoient rios amfs;ou nos coniioissances; . ilscon
tribuo'ie'nt tons a la douceur de 'notre vie, et nous 
De pouvons plus jouir m~me d'un sOuvenir si di~r, 
sans traverser dans notre imaO'ination Ie fleuve d~ 

. .' . b . 
sang qUJ ~usell,separe. 

Au 



Au milieu de ces malheurs, l'arri'vee de .l'ambas
sadrice nsms a -soul~ge d'unpoids terrible-; '.Ie sen:' 
timent de s~s dangers, nous fait oubliet lao Mraison 
qui les avoit fait. nattre; mais malgre sa grossesse 
-etses~llarmes precedeiltes,. lerepos. auquel nous 
la contralgnons;. n'a pas pour e1le. tout l'attrait que 
~Olis imaginez.· EUe resscmble a. ces 'papillons 
epheineres, si'bieIi Merit" par vqtre poeteGray, q1i~ 
ne'comptent jamais 1eur vie que par Ie lever .etle' 
criucher du solei!. 

Je suis douloul;~usemeni affectee de limaladie' 
deM.de Sevetj ;je, (lesire la <:onservation de' cd 
excellent hOmUlej pour .Ie' qonheur d'une. femme' 

, digne de -tous les genres de bonheur, . pour sa fa~ 
JuiU€,pour tous ceuxqui Ie connoissent, et pour 
vous, Monsieur, dont les' peines p~netrent jusques: 
au ~ond de mon. creur. Je n'espere p~ de" '\'OU; 
voir ici dC!lls ce moment; mais souvenez-vous, qlie' 
nou's vous. avons reserve deux appartemenssous 
votre nom, run a.copet, raub-e a Gelleve;'souVe~ 
ne~-v9us que votre societe repand Ihille' ch~rme~ 
sur la n6tre, .ct qu'eUe ·ne. change d'ailleurs en'rien' 
notre ·genre d~ vie; ~ c'est un' bien 'precie\lX s~11s 
aucune. soustraction.' . . 

N"CCXLVI. 

1Jladame.N~cKER ,fIJI. GIBBON. 

A Rolle, ce 8 Octobre, l792. : 

.. Nous, 'sommes a peu pres, l\fonsieu~, 'dans la; 
pbsition' ou vousnous avez.laisses ~ pleins de recon': 
noisance pour vos bontes, et d'inquietude pour nos 

. . deux 
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deux patries. Monsieur de Moritesquiouest· tou
jours a Carouge; mais avec Ie:; trois 'Commissaires. 
Ce g~n~ral, quoiqu'on ait pu vous d!re, est un 
homme accessible a tOllS. Ies sentimens doux et a 
tous Ies penc~s .ainiables ;mais ,ce Dubois: de 
CraRC~ lui fera la loi, et je' nevoisplusen .1\{on.;. , 
sieur de Montesquiou' qu'une ombre avec' Cerb~re 
a ses 'c6t~s. ;L'on dit· que' Spite est pris par .Mon~ 
sieur.deCustine; ron dit:aussi que'lar~ponse de 
Monsieur de Montesquiou aux Ge,nevois ~sturie 
injonction positive d~~loigner Ies troupes Suisses, 'et 
une' menace de ,se consulter'avec Ie g~neral Ja 
Fevri~res. Pour moi, ,sila Pro~idence nouscon..;. 
duit a Zurich, je ne redouterai ni l'AlIemagneni 
Ies frimats, pourvuque je jO!lisse en Iepos, aupres, 
d'un bon feu, .. de .i'attachement ~e Monsieur 
~ecker,: et du charme inexprimable devotre 
SD,ci~te. ' ' 

Employez,· Monsieur, '~Olite' votre eloquenc~ a 
rendre graces avos excellens amis, quinousont 
accorde un ,si' bo~ asile, et d0Imez-moi~je ,vous 
'conjure~ des nouvelles de Monsieuide Sev~ry~ . 

,.II paro~t que la Convention N ationale se' m~le 
malheureusementde nos affaires, et qu'elle ~ pass6 
un decret pour ordonner a'Monsieur de: Montes
quiou de sPemparer de'toutes Ies :villes et de'toutes 
Ies contreesqui pourroient servir a laconScrvation 
de Ia Savoy~. . , 
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, N9 CC~LVII,,· , 

'~Idr!ainc' NECKER 'It M. GIBBON. ' 
, , . 

,A' nolle. c~ 1.1 Novcmbte.1792., .',. -,. . , 

NOU$. ,BOmnleS, . encore a., Rolle, Monsieur;. Ie! 
affaiiesde..Genhe·trainent en longueur; 'il semble 
qu'on.cl'e~.les obstacles, car. tOute ladisc~sion se 
boqie. ell; demande.s de 1a Con.ventinn:Nationale, et 
en consentement de , notre part; cepel:l.dant IeS: 
couriers .se.sllccMent, et ron. nes~ait quand 1a 
ratificati<m arrivera. Mais la.':pegociation avec lea 
Betuois pamit.prendre ,une tournuretres fav(}o 
table~ etnous sommes, presque .determines. a retour. 
ner ,~LCopet. en, conservant .encore cependant la 

jQuissance., de, la ma~son de Madame de Severy, 
si ~lle vent bien.1e permettre; ear je:voudro~ avoi, 
1a possibilitide revenir ici a. lei moindre inquietude; 
en attendant c'est Cabanis qui nous force a nQus 
rapp.l:Ocher.Dans.ce.s. vacillations. je ',R'ose VOl.\S 
pl'Oposen indiscretement Ulil nou-veal.\ <l".oyage; j'at .. 
tendraiqitellDus ayons., un lieu pour, UOllS r.eposer~ 
'C' est.-done' de; vous.que. DoUs tiendrons Ia branche 
d'olivier,.:ou :c'estavec :VOllS. Citue nous.fuirdns les 
Iauriellv de' Mars .. ·le sens. vivem.ent Ie .prix des 
80ins que. yous avez.:daigne 'nOUSI rendre,.. etc?est a 
regret que j'ai Jais~e dernierement a .Monsieur 
Necker celui de v:ous: apprendre' Ies evenemeJls; 
nouveau Diog~ne, il fuit ordinaireme~t toUs. les 
rapports .directs, . et il me laisse Ie soin de les sou': 
tenir. V OUS ~te.s la seule exception que je lui fli 
vu fairejet je u'cn suis p;:tssurprise; aux charmes, 
a la douceur feconde de votre conversation, il vous 

a PrIS 
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apfis pOUl' un rayO!! de s61eil qu'iln'apas voulti 
qqe je lui interceptasse::Adieu, l\1~.nsieur, nous 
nous 'trouy()ns helareux d'habiter . .Ie, lJ3,~me pays 
que vous. Je'm'a~uitterai, ave~ Madame dc_ 
Severy ,a la premiere' occasit?n-; puis-jevous de. 
mander des nouvelles de votre excellent ami?~ 

N°· CCXLVUJ. 

The Same to the- Same.· , 
R~lle, 29 N!lvembre, 179~; 

MONSIEUR :N~cker est ai· n~connoissant d~, lao 
charmante lettre ~ Monsieur Gibbon et si effray6 
en prenant la plume :par Ie souvenir du passe~ 
qu'e~ tom be de ses lnains; elIes S<lnt en' effet 
plus bah-iles 'A, manier lafoudre que des ·anne~ 
I.egeres·; il ve.utdonc queje di5elEour:lui A,M()Ii~ 
5ieur, Gibbon 'combiell. il a et6 ,~avi de laplus 
ingenieuse des allusions, car je- me suis hciWe . de 
tradnire let vers dans la crainte qu'il.ne lut trompette 
hless!e c;Olllme Ie soldat du deserteul. Cette citation 
d'Ovide me 'feroit.trembler sij'etoissuperstitieuse; 
Ie sort de Semele seroit d'un mauvaise augure, mais 
he~,~usement .Ie genie pe -Monsieur Gibhon,qui 
embrasse Iii .bien. le.passe, n'est' pas encor(l initi6 
dans les·mysteresde.l'avenincet avenir '~tla 
pos~erite sont pour lui ee qu'est .a lIn grand. r.oj 
Iei .contrees eloigneesd'l,ul vaste .empire;U y 
domil1e en maitre, inais it I1e les conl;loit pas.· 

Le succh de Monsieu.r ~ecker n'estpas encore 
complet, puisqu'il' lui faudrQit' avec votre suffrage, 
.Ie changement du" cctur' des Fran~()is; mais· il est 

. hnpossiblo. 
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impossihle cependant de "neo p~sconcevoir quelque 
esperance": Ia quantite des cOl1trefa<jon~ remplies· 
de fa~tes, met l'auteur au su pplice; car ~Iessieurs, 
quoiqu'on fasseJ ce.caractere d'auteur est indeUhile, 
et l'emhMme du lit de roses vous co:p.vient mieu" 
qu'a ramour m~me. , 

NOlls sommes plus tranquilles,ou peut-etre nous 
sommeS fatIgues d'avoir peur; il paroit cep«;ndant 
que Ie Lion' qeqaigone'd'ecraser Ia Souris." 'Nous 
attendrons, des nouvelles phisposjtives avant de 

" retourner a Geneve. V ous me rendriez hien heu-
"reuse" si" vous vouscontentiez d'une chamhre a la " " 
Couronne, et vouspourriez domierlln rendezvous~ 
a "Monsieur d'Erlach; qui doit venir "diner avec nous. 
L'Amhassadrice vous a ecrit,mais l\Ionsieur·N ecker 
a craiht qu'ellene vouserit pas assez" parle de lui; 

• i1 a :raison peut-etre; a rage de ~a fllle ron court 
pour soi'dans Ia carriere de Ia vie; au mien, ron 
se plait comme lesguides dont parle Homere a 
s~asseoir sur Ie -Char .du heros, a courif les m~lries 
-t.iangers, sans-avoir part a sa .gloire." 4dieu, Mon
sienr,chacunvous aiine ici1 etchacunvous Tegrette 
et vous souhaite." . • 
,~Suppose que' nollS restassions e~core'" quelque 

terns' a: Rolle, Monsieur de Severy nous" pe!1llet.: 
troit-il de mettre noschevatix ,dans son ectirie?' 
lIs ontet6 a l'auberge jusques a present. "" . 
. Nous prions tous Monsieur Gibbon, de ~ous 

donner des nouvelles de MonsieuJ:° de Severy. 
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. Na CCXLIX. 

Madame N ECKE'll:.a M. GIBBON~' 
. .it. Rol\e~c:e 2 Janvier, 1793. 

Lis defauts'les plus enracines souft'rent quelques 
exceptions; je yous conjur~, l\fonsieui', d'en faire 
une en notre fayeur pardeu?t .lignes}eulePlent. 
J e pense continuellenlent, et a~~c '~me do~loureu~e 
inquietude, Ou q\1e vousavez la goutte, ou .que 
vous ~tes plonge dans latristesse par la Gontinuite 
d'un spectacle qui tourrncnte votr~ excellent.creu~·, 
Si Ie temps ne vous effrayoit' pas, je 'VOllS pro. 
poserois, de, mettre un peu ~'intervalle aces seins 
de l'amitie en venant parta~r d;autres'peinessur 
le~q'ueIJes Ie. ch:arme. de votr~ conversatio~r ver.sera 
~n, beaume incomparable. Votre chambren'est' 

'plus occup'ee; apr~s a voiressaye, inutilement toutes' 
les res~ources ~e l' esprit et de' la raispn, pour, de· 
toum.e.r rna filIe. d'uD, . projet insenst\ no us i::i'umes 
qu'un p,~tit sejour a Gen~ve pourroit la rendreplus 
docile par l'inftuence de_l'opiriiori~ }:lIe ,a . pronte 
de ceiteJiberte, et s'est mise ,en route pI4t6tqu'eIJe, 
ne nQ.us l'avoit fait <;ramdre; et c'est : sous .desi 
facheux auspices qu'e,lle a; comInenc~ l'annee,~ ~t 
qu'ell~ nou~ la fait commencer. Je·.n'ajoute rie.n 
~e plus; " it ne m'appartient pasel' ~tre juge ,de cei~ . 
conduit~;. j'llurois .besoill d'un illtermediaife' et 
m.~me 4'~ )nterprete entrelesiecle et '~oi : cal' 

, je n'entellds plus sa langue, etrnalgre, tout Ie de.r 
~ain ,avec lequel. on. rejette les' opin,ions .~ui ont. 
~l,l.id( e~ .emb,~l1i ma yie, je m'appet:~ois. souvent -

.. qu'elles.' 



464 LETTERS 1'6 AND FRMI 

qu'elles repandentencoreqp.elquesfleurs, m~me 
. sur m~s cheveux blancs. 

r . Le pr"c~s _du roi '.nous laisse toujours·dans une 
triste 's'iispension; M._ Necker n'ose se -livrer a 
l'esp~rance;. LouisSeIze n'est pas pour lui ce qu'iI 
est pour les. autres hommes, et- toutes. les idees 
qu'a a coiwues pendantvingt ans l'attachent a ~e 
centre,· pe~t ~tre comme la vigne a unarbre sterile. 
M~iS' i1 ne fait 'pas' cette detniere observation •. , 
Venez, l\~onsieu~, et.·croyez· que vous· ~tes plus. 
aim~jci que dans aucun·pays du monde. 

:NO eeL. 
Aflldame NicKER a M.' GIBB~N. 

A Copet, ce i2 Juillet, 1793. 

YOU.S m~a.nnonciez de Douwes,· Monsieur,' u~e . 
iettre par Ie couriet prochain ; je l'attends: encord 
et ch~que jour avec plus d'angoisse .. J t;' me con~ 
sume en conjectures inqui.etantes.. II: faut ~trc~ 
juste; vous ne pouvez penset a noug aus'si s~tivent, 
que nous vous l'approchoI1s de notre creur. A 
Londres tQutvoilsr3J:n~:tleaux, idees decemoIlde; 
tandis que tout nous eneIoigne ici;' pres de'vous 

-Iessouvenirs qQ.e ·vou$ Iile' rappelliez. in'etoient 
doux,et les idees .p'res~ntes que vou~·faisieznattre 
s'y.i.-eunissoient sang: peme; l'enchalne·rnent· d'un 
grand nombre. d'ann~essembloit faire toucher tous 
les terns l'un a l'autre, avec une i:apidite electriqucj. 
vous etiez a la fois pour moi a virigt ans;· et a 
cinquante.: lQin devous, les· differens lieux -que 
j'ai h~bites ne sont plus que les pierres itineraire~ 

de 
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de rna vie: iIs m'averlissent de totis les' rnilles' que 
j'ai. deja parcourus. l\I; Necker,. plus raisotmable~ 
s'('st :rait taupe,: ne pouvant plus "~tre -lynx .. 11 
s'occupe d'agricUlture, il ~tend ou;il resserresott 
compas, ! et tmesUlesuccessivement' l'espace "qui, 
iJous separe d~ ciel,ei l'arpentde' terre de son 
pare. : Voila' du' moins corninent il conduit son 
esprit; on. ramuse com!De 'un enfant, Ol1-coJIl,l1le 
un' ange, patcequ'il'tierit de tousles deux; mais 
tien ne Ie distrait cependant d!!s sentimens dou:: 
10ureuK qu'on'renouvelle sans cesse dans soli arne 
tendre: il faut avoir aime pour seIith" tous les de
chiremens que cause l'ingratitude: ,Nous somnies 
occupes a present a reclamer nos. dt;ux miilions 
conlies depuis quinze aDS a la" France par Jes mo- , 
tifs les plus delicats, et engages pendant un terns 
pour lui foumirdes subsistapceS:' L'on nous en a 
refuse l'jntt~l'~t quoiqu'en assignats. Ah, c'est bien 
aussi en F'l'ance, qu'on entend leshiboux chanier 
des h!Jmnes a 10 nuit, et a 10, morl; et tju' on 't)oii les 
arraigllee8 couvrir les' monumens. : des beaux arts / 
aussi 1\1. Necker en sa' qualite ,de Colombe doit:' 
~tl'e banni' de tous 'leg creurs'fran~ois: il doit'ceder 
la place aUK' VautOUIS. ' V <>us. voyez que l'afi"aire 
de-M.d'Apples ne vous aUl"oit paS- convenu dans: 
cette '.irconstan~e; m'ais bous n'avions, rienchez. 
lui, e1' -j'aurois' desire que 'VOllS ril'eussiez dit :pre .• 
ciseinerit . 'vo~re . perte. Quant a la" maison~ Ia 
c~uSe quer .1100& plaidons nous oblige a suspendrC: 

- WllS' nps'arrangemens: 'notre' vie', est conime flot~ 
tailte au greoe 'taus. 'l~s; :vents': maur iI.s ,ne- me 
fetontjamais perdle de v~e l'et~ilepolaire de laplace 

VOL. II. H 11 ' .St. 
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St. Fran~ois,'qui nous indique Ie port, et tous.1es 
'biens clont it est embeUi.' V OUS souvieI;ldrez-vous 
a ~ondres du pl:ojet que vous ,aviez forme' a Ge
neve? : '. C'etoit un centre auquel tous'les evene-a 

- mens du sieele pouvoient aboptir,. comme dan~ 
,Lucien to utes les prieres aboutirent a roreille de 
J 4piten; jamais on. n'eut plus que vous Ie talent 
-de peindre vivement sans exagerer. . Le fond de 
votre sujet auroit anssi un avantage. uniq\le :vous 
traceriez Ie Tableau de la'Nature Humaine comme 
,Montagne, mais dans un paint de vue et avec un 
modele. different; ainsi' yous en ferez appercevoir 
t~ute l'harmo!lie, qualld il en· faiso?t entendr~ 
toutes les discordances; et,vous'puiseriez dans cette 
corned'abondanceque vousavezdeja faitreparoi~e, 
et: qu'on n'ose plus rel~guer"dans les fables; enfin 
VOllS vous gara.ntiriez qe ses mains mal habiles, plus 
funeste~ que Ia. faux du tems, qui retranche quelque--
fois, mais ne clefigure jamais. ' '; 
, J'espere,l\Ionsieut;que vous aurez trouve :l\Iilord 
Sheffield dans une situation d'aIDe plus·calme,. et 
votl'e amitie par Ie! sentimens les plus doux ache-
vera l'ouvrage' de ses .i"efiexions; . Combien de fois 
nous avons senti cette- influence, . !\f.. Necker et 
moil etqu'il'est delicieux pour moncreuf' de 
dodbler ainsi 'monattflchement .pour 'V0168 par 
eelui que vous inspirez a M. Necker L. Adieu,: 
l\Ionsieur, j'e,spere qll. cette lettre y' croisera la. .' 
T6tre: il est essentiel pour nos af1;ang~mens d'ap .. 
prendre bient6t de vou~. Si vous passez l'hiver en; 

Al1g1eterre, dites, je"volls prie, ~ votre b6te excel~ 
lent 
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Lmt et 'distingue, totite 1a. part que nous 'aV9ris 
prise a sa doweur. . .. 

Puis-je vous demander sans indiscretion de VOU9 

informer s'il existe une traduction du PouvoiJ: Exe.. 
cutif; ·et, en eel: pas, auriez-vous Ia bonte de me la. 
faire parvenii? 

La m~re des Gracques est ici aveC ses jolis," eIr 
fans,'et son mar~ pour IequeI j'ai beaucoiIp d'affec .. 
tiOll: cette moderne Comelie ajouteroit volontiersl 
pour plaire' a l\L: Gibbon, quelque chose de pIlLS' 
a sa parure que lemerite deses deux fiIs~, ' 

N°'CCLI~ 

lIfadamt~hcKER a .M.: GIBBO~. 
A Lllusa'lIneL ce 9 D~cemjreJ 17.9.3.,. 

JEne puis vo~s e:ll;primer, l!nnsieur, quel:aet~.' 
~on saisissement auxuouvelles, si' imp revues G..~'q 
nous avons re~ues de VOUSjen vain M. de S~very 
le$ a-t-il environne~sd.e· toutes)e!lmpratite~ qui. 
pouvoi~nt donner Ie change,.a. nos tris~es penseesi 
votl,"«:l cow'age, voti'e gaiete, votre amenite; . to,ute~ 
ces 'Iualites si. aimablesdans d'autres teIIlP~ pese~t 
I\Uf mon creuravec les 'a\l~es'motifs que j'aj' 
de vous c;hedr. J..e crepuscu~e de. notre, vie e~ 
}:lien couver~ de nuagefl~ puisquel'~mitie m~~e; l~ 
c;1oqce ami tie, aupres de .1aq~elle, nous trou"io~s 111\ 
asile,. nous presente actue1~ement un centr~: q,~ 
'~ouleur, quiretentit dans toutes les pa~tie~9-e p1o~ 
~tr~' Je ne v~us c\irai rien ge plus, A,fOJlsi.eui; m:l 
foihlesse s'accorcle ml\.l aveC vptre hero:isme; et 9'~~t 
~J.Jlemeht en vous parlant de vous, que Ii~us pou," 

H H~ , .YOI\~ 
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'Vons cesser de nous entendre. Noussommes a" 
Lausanne; nous VO\l.S y regrettons au -lever, de: 
l'aurore,.et sur toutaQ coucher du soleil = car c'est 
alors, que nous etions habitues a vous. voir, rentrer 
dans no~re ruchesalitaire, charge qu miel que VollS 
aviez'recueilli au dehors, mais plu~ riche encore de 
cehiiqtiicouloit de v~s l~vres. Cependant je' 

·m'applaudis d'~treiCi a portee d'avoir de vos nou..; 
velles; j'ai vu votre 'd~mier bulletin, et j'esp~re 
qut: vous coIitinuerez avec la:nl~meexactitu<:le, 
car vous savezcombien vo's amis souifrent, et VOllS, 

n'avez rien de cette nature de" tigre, qui nous est 
.devenue si faniiliere. " 

N ous avans renonc~a"Gen~ve; 'cette petite ville 
marche en tout sur fes traces de Ii Fl'ance, et les 
pigmees fl;insRirent que Ie mepris, quand ils imi
tent, les ~estes' epouvantablesdes g~ans briarees. 
Cette coupable parodie perd~ pour jamais peut-~tre, 
ilDe ville autrefoill si floris sante ; 1'on y egalise les 
fortunes pat des- collectes 'perpetueUes;comme on 
Ie fait en France par-des confiscations ;' d'ailleurs,i. 
ron ne,dira plus,je nedecide point entre Geneve et 
Rome, mais entre Hobbes. et Spino,sa; l'auteurdes , 
Opinions Religieuses avoit trop preVO: cette funeste. 
rtvolution plus terrible que toutes It;.s,autres, en ce: 
qU'elle. donne -Ie m~me mwvais esprit aux deux 
p1i.rtis oppos~s. Vous levoyei, Monsieur: je viens 
de faire un effort pour me detourner du sujet qui
,dans ce moment me captive toute enti~re;' mai§· 
cette esp~ce de dissimulation coute a maplume,et 
je l'aballdonne de nouveau aux tend res vreux, que 

nous' 
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IroUS faisons en votre faveur, et au sel1timent qui 
'attache pour jamais mon arne a la v6tre.·· 

~ CCLII: 
. EDW ~ItD GIBBON,.·Esq. to Mrs. GIBBON, Bath~ 

MI' DUUST MADAK, La~sanne, Aug. 1st, .1792. 
, THE. extraordin.a!y state ofJ>ublica1fairs in-' 
France opposes an insuperable bar' to .. my·passage ; 
and every prudent s~anger will avoid that .inhospr:. 
table land; in which i people of'slaves is suddenly 
,become, a nation of tyrants and cannibals. The 
German I:.oa,Q. is indeed' safe, but, independellt of a. 
great ,addi~ion of fatigue aJ1a expense, the armies 
of Austria and Prussia now cover. that' frontier; 
and though t~e generals are polite,and the hoops 
well disciplined". I am n~t des~rou~ of passing 
through the ,clouds o~ huss~rs and p'andours that 
attend their motions.. These pub~ic reasons a~ 
fortified by some privateinQtives, and to this delay 
I resign myself, with a~igh for the present, arid a 
hope for the futlli'e. ". . .' . 

What a st~ange wild world do we live .in!. YQ~ 
will.3.Ilow me to be a tolerab\ehistorian, yet, on ~ 
fair review-.of ancient and modern ti'Ines, lean find 
none that bear any affinity wi~h th~ prese~t;. MY, 
knowledge qf your ,discerning mind, .and myrecp~7 
lection of you;r political principles, a~~,Ul:e me, tha~ 
you are no more. a de.mocrai than myself... . H.~Q. 
the French }mproved their glorious opportu:nity tq 
erect a free cOI!-stitutional monarchy ·on the ruins 
f?f arbitrary power' 4nd the .Bastile, I should ·ap. 

. . H H 3 plaud 
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· :pllJ.lJd their generotls effort; but this total subve,... 
sion of all,rank; Qrder, .Jril«;l government could.·be 
productive only o(a. popular mons~er, which, a.fter 
devouring every thing els~' must finally devout 
itself. I was once apprehensive' that this monster 
would propagat~, som~ imp~ in our happy island, 
,but they 'seem to have been crushed in their cradle;. 
~d 1. ackpowledge with pleciiure and pride the 
good sense of the. English nation, whoseeni truly 
'conscious of the blessings which they' enjoy: and 

· I am happy to find that the. most.Tesp~ctable part, 
'of Opposition hasc9rdi;llly joined in the support of 
'~'thingsas they are." 'Even this country has be~n 
somewhaJ: taintedwitlt the democratical infection; 

· the vigilance of government has been exerted, '. the 
malecontents 'have been awed, the mIsguided, have 
been und~ceivec1,. the fevet in the blood has gni-' 
dually subsided" and I flatter myself that we have 
~cured the tranql!il enjoymf;nt of obscure felicity, 
w:ilich we had been almost tempted to despise. 

You :have heard, most probably, from Mrs. Hol
royd, "" of the long-expectedthough transient'satis
faction which I received from the:· visit' of Lord 
Sheffi~ld's farilily. He' appeared highly satisfied 
with my arrangements here,. my'bOuse: garden, 
~d situation', at once in town and'countty, w:p,ich 
are indeed singular in their kind, 'and which have 
often m~d,e me. regret the. impossibility of shewing 
them to my dearest friend of the Be1videre~ Lord 
Sheffield is still, and willeV'ercontinue, the same 

* Of .Bath. 
active 
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active being; always' employed. for. himself, his 
friends, arid the, public"and lllways persuading 
himself that he wishes for leisure and repose. 'He 
has now a Dew care on his hands, the'management, 
and disposal of his eldest daughter, .who is in:deed 
a, most e~traor4inary young woinan., There al'e 
various roads to happines_s ;-\>ut when I ,Compare 
his situation with mine, ldo not, upon the whole~ 
repent that I have given the preference 'to a life of 
celibacy and retirement. Although I have been 
long a spectator of the great world,my, unambi .. 
tious tempt;r has peen content with the oCc\lpations 
~nd rewards of study; an'd althougIl mylibrary be 
still my favourite room, I tm now no longer'stimu6 

"lated by' the pi'osecution of any literary wo!·k., 
Adi&u, dear'Madam;may, every 'blessing' that 
nature can allow be attendant on your latter season, 
Your age and my habits will not permit a very 
close correspondence; but I wish to hear, imd I 
presume to ask, asp~ed1¢irect account, Of, your' 
own situatio~. May it :be, such as 'T shaIl hear 
, with pleasure! Once more adieu; I live hi hope~' 
'of enfbra<;ing you next 8Ummel"'at the Belvidere, 
b~t you, may be assured that Ihri!lg Qvernothing 
'for the press. " " 

N° CCLI~I 
F.D~ARl) 'GI.BBON, E~q;to JhelJ,ight Hon. 

,Lady ELI~ABETH FOSTER, at Florence. .' 
. . Lausanne, Noveinber 8tb',·1~92. 

, IIlEYDtna it 'has, been observed of AuguStus, 
and Croqlwell, ,that they should never haVe been 

If 11 i born, 
~ , -
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'porn, .0' ·never have died; and I am ,sometime§ 
tempted to apply the sa,me remark to certain beirigs 
pf ,a softer nature;· who, after a short residence on 
the 'banks ',of the Leman Lake; ,are now flown fat 
~way over the Alps and the Appenines, -and have 
abf}ndoi;led their votaries to the' insipidity of com:.. 
won lif~. . The remark, howevet,would be unrea
sop.~ble; and the sentiment ungrateful.. Tl~e plea
sures , of the, summer, the lighter and the gravel' 
:p1omentsoLth«; society of petit Oucky,· areoindeed 
past, ptlrhaps.,lleve~ to, -return; but, the rem em .. 
prance c1f that delightful period is, itself a pleasure, 
a~d. ~ .epjoy,I cherish"the. flattering persuasion 
that jt ~s l'ei~~mbered .with some·satisfaction in the: 
gallery, ,of Florence,;.as,~ell as in the library ~oi 
:J.a~s~ne. :long before we, were reduced to leek: 
a refuge froIp. the savages of Gaul, I had ·secretlY 
'i~dulged the thought, or at least the wish, of ~sk,:: . 
"ing leave to. attend mes hbn'lles amies over Mount 
Cenls, of ba~king 'Once more jn an Italian sun, and . , 
of paying onCe more" iny devotions t6: the A P?llo. 
9f t~~ Vatican.·: But my aged an(Vgouty lim~s 
'WO~19 hay~ fl!.iled me in the bolc;l attempt of scal
lpg St. l3erp.ard, and I wanted patience' t<TiIrider~ 
take the circuinitineration of the Tirol. . Your~' 
tl,lm to the Pays deVaud 'ne~xt summer~I hold to 
be extremely doubtful; but my anxiety OIl t:J:1at 
beag issoIl1~\Vhat' diminished by the sure and cer-

. ' . " 

* ,A.beautifQl villa neat the, lake. ebout a mile from Lausanne, 
w~e~e.,the pQchess of Deyolls~il'e II;n~ l.!l.d1 E~,iza~et~ fO$ter 
J"lside~. 

- "tain. 
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.lain hope {)f our all meeting in Engtand theensu

.jng winter. I flatter myself that the Porter of De
vonshire-house will not be inexorable; yet r am 
afraic\ of losing YQu amidst the smoke and tumult 
of.fasPionableLondon, -in which thenight·.is·devo
ted to pleasure and the morning to sleep. My ·am .. 
'bition may perhaps aspire to' pass' some· hours in 
the palladian' C~iswick, or even 'some days at 
ChatsWorth; but these princely mansions will not 
fecal the fre~dom, the ease, the primitive solitude 
()f dear little Ouchy. Indeed! indeed! YOUI' fait 

. friend was made fur something better thana. Dn~ 
~hess. ." 

Although.you most magnanimously abandoned 
us in the 'crisis of Oll.r fate, yet as you seem· to in
terest yourself in the hopes and, fears of i:his.littIe 
country, it is my'.duty to inform"y'ou, that we still 
hang in a state of suspense; inclining, howeve1', 
to the side 'ofhope, rather than of despair .. The 
garrison, and, even. the bourgeoisie,: of: Gem;va' 
shewed a vigoroqs resolution of defending the city.; 
"and our frontiers have been gradually covered with 
fifteen thousand intrepid ·Swiss.But.the threats 
of a bombararoent, the weight pf' expense, 'and 
above all,: the victorious ascendant' of the French 
repu~lic, liaveahat~d m.u~h of the .first heroic" 
ardour. ·Monsieur de Montesquiou displayed. a 
pacific, and even yielding, temper; 'and .~ treaty 
was signeJ,dismissing the Swiss garrison .. from 
G.enev<4 and removing the; :French troops to the 
distance often leagues. But 'this last 'condition; 
w wch is}ndeed objectionable, displeaSed th.e Con. 

v'entionj 
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:vention, who refused to ratify ·the agreemeilt. 
~.N ew ~onferences we~ .held, . neW' messengers have 
been dispatched; but unless they are determined 
to.fiiul or ,to make a.subjectofq~arrel, it is proba
ble . that, we shall purchase ~~ce by sulnnj,ssioIL 
A~ .Geneva has a very dangerous democratical· 
p.arty 'within her walls,. and as the national gUard& 
are already allowed to entex: the.city, and to tam
per with the inhabita;nts and the garrison, I will 
~ot ensure that -poor little republic from one week, 
to another. . For ourselves, the approaches of·dan. 
get must be more gradual.. I think we are nm .. i 

safe for th~swinter, and I no longer. run to the 
~indow to~e whether the French :are ·coming. 
But with so many ·enemies ,yithout,and so many 
withiQ, the government of Berne, and th'e tranquil
lity of this happy country, will be suspended. by a 
very slender twig; and I begin to fear that 'Satan 
wiU .-driveme out- of the 'p~ssession of Paradise. 

. My only comfort will be, thij.t I ih~l have been 
expelled by the, power,. and not seduced by the 
arts, of the blackest dremon in he11,.the dremon of' 
democracy •. Where indeed wiUthis' tremendous 
jJiUIida\io~, this conspiracy of nuinbers against 
rank. and property, be£nally stopped? Europ«, 
seems to be universally tainted, and. wherever the 
French can light a match, they may blow up- a 
min~Ouronly hope isn,ow in their devouring 
one ~anQther; they are fU,rious and hungry mon
sters, and war is almost declared between the Con~ 
ventiolland the .city of Paris, between th~ mode-'" 
rate republicans and the absolute levellers.. A ma· 

. . • jority. 
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jority of the 'Convention wishes' to spare "the royal 
'Victims, but they .must yield to the rage of the 
people and the thirst of popularity, and a few hours 
may produce a trial, a !i~ntence, and a .guillotine. 
lIr •. Necker is publishing a pamphle~ in .defenee of 
the august Jmfferers; 'but his feeble and tardyef' ... 
forts·will rather do credit to himself, than serVice 
to his clients. You kindly. ask after the~ituatioJl 

. of poor Severy. AlasJ .it is now hope1essr alI'hii 
complain~ are increased, all his 'reso~ces are elt:. 
hausted; where nature cannot work, the~ffect of 
art is vain, and his. best friends begin to wish hiit\ 
a quiet release !lis wife, .1 had almost- said his 
widow" is truly an object of compassion •. The 
dragoon is returned for a few days; and if hisdG
mestic sorrows gave him leave" he would almost 
regret the· want of an occasion to deserve his fea;.. 
ther and cockade: Your note has been communi-
cated to Madame de Montolieu; but as she is en. 
gaged with a dying aunt, 1 have not yet seen her . 
. Madame Dagaisseau has hastily left us ;ihe ·last 

. decrees seemed fo give th6 emigr~s .only the option 
of starving abroad or hanging at home;,yet she 
has ventured into· France, on some faint' glimpse 
of clemency for the women aud, cMldren. Ma:" 
dame de Bouillon does nOt appear tomov-e. Ma;
dame de Stael, whom I saw last week at Rone~ is 
still uncertain w:her~ she shall drop her bu~hen; 
but she must soon resolve, for the. young fadyor 
gentleman is at the door; 

~ Demanding 1ife~ impatient for the ,ikies. 

'n y , 
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.By ~his timeyo'u have joined the Ladies Spencer 
imd Duncannon, whom I beg\eave to sal1).tewith 
.the proper shades t>f respe<;t and tenderness. You 
JIlay,' if you. plea~e. he, kelle comme. un ange;' but 
'1.; do not Jik~ your ,comparison . of the arch~ngel. 
,'Those of Milton, with whom I lim b~tter acquainted' 
~tpresent. t\1an with Guido, . are aU maseuline' 
;lIl;inlyfigures, with a. great sword Py their side, 
~Iid si~ wings foldhlg. round'them. 1;'he heathen 
.goddesses would ·please. . me as little.· ,Your friend 
';is .less severe than Minerva". more decent than Ve
_.np-s, ,less cold th~n ,D,iima, a~d ~ot quite so great a 
:vixen Q,S ,the o},C.-eyed.J uno. .To express that infal
:lible lJl~xture of grace, sweetness, and dignity,.· a 
llewraCe of beings, must be .il!vented;, and. J am: ~ 
:fIlere prose narrlitor of. ma.tter of fact. Bess is 
lPJ1ch nearer the leveJ of a mOltal, ,but a n;ortal 
for whom the :wisest man, historic or medical, 
would .throw away t\\/'o , or' tll1'~e w:orlds, if he had 
them in his possession.' Fr,om ~he ~foresa.id Be,ss ! 
have. receive<J three Jnarks: pfkind remembrance, 
from the foot~of St. Demard, with" an exquisite ' 
~nument of art and: friendship, fr()1l1 TuriIl, an(l 
finalIst froml\Iilan, with it mQst valuable insertion 

. flOIn the Du<!hess, At birds iI1, the air it isdifticu,lt ' 
to, takea.i~~ and 1. fear or hope tllat1shall su~tain 
jiome reproa.ches,on your not finding this -long epis:
~le,at.Fldreij.ce. I will ;mark it N° 1 ;·',and why 
$houidI despairof.IDy futUre ',', ,since lean 
say'with ,truth, that sinc;:~ you\" departure ~ 'have 
notspen~ ~o a~reeabl,e a.morning ? To each of the 

dear 



EDW.ARD GIBBON,. ESQ.' 471 

dear little Caro's imiy de\iver 'nine kisses for. me;.· 
which shall be r~paid on dema~d .. ' My best com-' 
pliments to 1\Ir. Pelham, ifhe· is with, you;, 

N° CCl.IV. 

Sir JOHN l\fACPHERSQN, !1art~ to EDJV ARD 

GIBBON, ESf}: ' 

. DuaSIB, Munich, De£., 4th, 1792., . 

I. TOLD my friend Levade that r would give YOlL ' 

some idea of my tour through Spain. It was inte-" 
resting in, a: high degree. ,I landed at' Malaga;; 
where r found, excellent ·grapesou'.the iOth'of' 
June: J//e terrarum .angulus· ridet: hills, at a" 
distance covered with snow ; rich and unequal 
grounds,' and the neighbourhood of 'the sea,with':' , 
out its offences; give the country every :adva~tage ~. 
indeed it may lie ,called a favoured land. You. 
know that the Court of Spain are now employifi~, 
antiquaries to .examine the scenes of Romaliatid, 
Carthaginian event$ in that. neighbourpood, and 
with some'classic car .. -. ·From Malaga, I went by 
sea to Gibraltar, where.I passed some very agree
able' days' with Governor, BoyeL He is .in, perfect 
possession. of his ·,faculties, as,t>f .the fortress, at, 
ninety-six; and means to take his,final repose in a.' 
tomb which he has secured in-one of the Greek
bastions; 'and which.. '}re, visits' and has. kept clean.,: , 
with Chinese caution. 'The excavations andbato ' 
.teries' formed within th~ solid rock of Gibraltar are 
60 v~r"y grand ,that'they vie ,.with .the c~ves' of 

, 'Staffa. 
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·Staffa and my native island.* - I"sa,v the Duke of. 
eiillon afterwards at Madrid. N aturehas not 
formed a stronger contrast th~n that of the r~ck of 
Hercules and its besieger. I went by land from 
Uibral~r to Cadiz, having been favoured with a 
particular passport for the purpose. Doctor John
son and his friend' Doswell co~ld not have ha4 ,a' -
rOllgher pat~ in the Hebddes"nor worse-accommo-. 
dations. But if the ground is rough,- the sky is 
surely kind~r in Spain; from the day of my arrival 
there to that of my departure I h<;ld but two 
showers of, raiu.one. at San-il-Defonso, and .. the 
other at.l\Iamoid . 
. ' Cadiz !-s full of excellent houses, foreign mer
chants~. and . every .specie~ of wealth. The G~ 

. VeInOl of CadiZ told me that the last year's reve

.Rue of the custom-house was about four millions of . 
hard dollars. You have got ToWnsend's Travels 
through Spain: th~y are very ~()fl'ect as far as 1 
,-have: followed him; and if you can get through his 
gypsum, ploughs, and poor~houses, you will not 
b~ displeased iIi their perusal.. i had fOrmed the 
highest opinion of M!,.To.wnsend's mineralogist.-

-kno\vledge, till I met the celebrated Mr. ,Foster 
at Maarid .. He was disposing-gf his famous col. 
lection to the King of Spain; and ,,,hen I told him 
that'I did not understand Mr. ToWlisend's details 
about the mineral composition of the hills and roads 
,of Spain, he added that he"\Should have been sur-
prised if I had. .. ' . 

Xere~ 
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Xeres, Seville, Cordova, &e. &c. in the road from 
Cadiz to Madrid :~all very ancient andjnterestin~ 
cities. and fun of their ancient Romall'and !\foot
ish inhabitants. When one enters on the scene of 
Cervantes' romance~ .it is impossible not to be. 
pleased. Bol:h he amI. I.e Sage have followed the 
eXa£t"geography of the country; and I .c~fess l. 
was almost.as gl~dto see the present Del Tof),osOt 
and SegO'Oia as some parts of !1ncient Rome;. l\f:r 
drid is -a very respectable city" . AU ourministerJ 
c«;>mplain of the, aliarpness of· its air.' The late; • 
King of Spain used 'fo 'say that its climate" \Vas· . 

• N ueve meses de in"Cerno~' y tres de iriferno. .' . -

The Spanish language. is so like the Italian, that 
I could, with very little aid, understand it.u it is": 
written by their classic' authors. . The progress in, 
literatUre and the fille arts is very active ·at present 
in Spain. The court have permitted au ext~ctof 
Adam Smith's Wealth of NatioJ?S to be published~· 
though the original is condemned by the In';}ui-. 
sition. The. reasons of the Inquisition are curiqus: 
U The lowness. of jts style and the loos¢ness of the . 
morals which it inculcates." The sentence oftlu: 
Inquisition is always pasted up upon the church 
doors. I soug~t for your name without success~. 
bu.t you exist in. Spain in many secret and .. select 
retreab. . ..' . ',.,. , . 

I have the pleasure to. t~ll you: that. Spain is re:-, 
gulating'all'her ancient documents .of Americail 
and Arable knowledge: . A copy of a lett~r .which 
Andrew Stuart, at the insti O'ation of the Trustees of o . 

the: 
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the British .Museum, wrote. to'the'Pope ort the su!J.. 
ject~ of ,tht! papers in, the.y a.tican, wis sent to me at 
Madrid~ I· gave it to our Minister· and the Arch
bishop of Toledo, 'and we shallih time have a cata
logue ofthe Spanish papers. I can also inform you 
that the. Arabian Code is no liction, as can be how 
perfectly established.< The thaliceof a rival monk 
has,>ivith'that·of s.om~ . good Chtistian,zealots at 

. Ro~e;attacked the authenticity of the work ... Sir 
'Villiam Hamilton and I have had proofs of its 

• being a gen1,line ,vork. The details are too long 
for a letter. '. 

The Court.is not s·plendid. The King has a great 
dea,I of the look and character of his brother of 
Naples~ . ,The etiquette efhis pahlcefol:bids him 
to associate with almost any one familiarly .. :The 
Queen, you' know, is all powerfu~; 'with strong
traits. of character, and governed by one passion, 
she has fOund the secret of gov~rning all~-aroun& 
her;"':""'her husband. through TeIigioll·and love, at;id. 
the rest-through fear, hope"and the Inquisition. 

The Conde de Arandayou11ave: I 'suppose seen. 
He was ver~ hospitabie. and ~ivil: to me; the King 
too. was gracious. It would have made' you smile. 
to.have seen . your g-iatit 'it sU'rrounded by the lit~le; 
grandees of Spain.Th~y are indeed a little race; , 
but the great body .of the nation have won my at-; 
tachment and esteem. They. are.a decent, sincere,' 
and dignified people .. Except. the: , bankers and 
lawyers in Mad.rid, ,and. ,the t;omniercial people in; 

,. . 

.iI-·Mr. Gibbon.uslid to clll,l. the writer the GentkUWnt. - .... 

th~ 



Jl:DW.ARD PIBBON, E~~' ~Sl. 

the sea-ports, the, peopl~. have not -y~t 'a taint o( -
revolution-ideas.,' With -the. Countess, de A~anda 
you would be.in love.. She is very like yO~lr nut:-

. broW}! Sylvlb There is a }lingular 'privilege in the 
house o(ller .father; it is that he has. a 'right to 
create .a grandee of Spain of the fi.rst order; ~e 
generally.makes his sqn. 

Poor Florida Blanca is. in pri(lon 0!l the frori.tier~ . 
of France, a}ld nearly in th.e sa}l1e". strict custocJy 
with that which our friend Gil ..BIas 'sulrered 'at.' 
Segovia. . He had greatviews,w~s ,an acti-v~' :mi-'~ 
nister, and haS <lone llluch good to' his country.' 
He had managed the last' famous m,eeting of the , 
Cortes, which secured to the Queen certain powers~ 
IJ.nd he th~n fdl the victim-of his own manage~; 
meut: ' , '. -' 

'_ The 'Ptl"son who haS' woil most of my esteem and 
J.:egard inSpain is the'Cardinal-Archbishopof To
ledo. He was Archbishop of l\{e~ico; ,wrote' ~: 

'history of Cortez's expeditic,m, which. the .I,nqui;.. 
sition thought too free; He gave mea copy of 
~~ being,,' he said, the only ,one remain,ing. _ He 
made me visit Toledo, and' was really fr~eridly ,tq' 
me. Speaking of r~ligion, he, said there was, bu~. 
one, and the word explained itself, religQ; )t kep, 
society together. ;His revenues ar,e about 100,000/. 
a-year, and, he; has' openeclhis purse; as far a~ it .can. 
go, to the unfortunate French dergy.' . ' , 
. From Madrid I -took my route to Valencia;; 
where I passed some pleasant and instructive hOllr~ 
with ~he Count O'Reilly. I fou~dnim re~arkably,: 
well informed, with great activity of mind} and.a ' 
" .VOL. n;. , I I . ~oo4, 
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'good q.eal of the gep,ius pf ypuJ' friend ,:aurke, tern· 
pered by Iorigexperience i~ ¢raj,rs. ,'1:'he day I left 
Valencia. for Barc~lona" I visited the ancient Sa
guntumt ' Nat~r~cc;ula 'Jlot h~ve;foilned a IlDbler 
place'for defence, nor ~: ~ore, ~q~le ;co~questJor 
Hannibal to, 'start 'from his.,¥ansalpin~ journey., 
F~om Barcelona, resembl~ng one of oUl,best trading 
ports, ~ emba,tked for, Genoa. 

: NO·CeLY· 
#- N~ctER a J.l;J. VIBBON., , 

, RoUe, Mars 19, 1793. 
Nous comptons, Mpnsieur,'quitter Rolle yers la' 

: fin du mois. La sante de Madame Necker Ia rend 
impatiente de- changer d'air, et nollS irons plus' ou 
moins ,long.. terns hous etablir a Capet. 'Nous 
avons toujours en perspective d'aller passer quelqueS" 
jours avec vous,' et, nous prendtons Ie moment' ou 
nos idees sm: l'avenir seront plus arr~tees.,Peut
~tre aurions-nous Ie plaisil·. de 'vous recevoir aupa
ravant; i1 yauroit hien,de..J.agrace a vous a en 
user amSl, On a toujours pluS' besoin d',un, ami tel 
que vous. Jlno~s ~n coMe veritablement deren
voyer ,a un' autre moment Ie plaisir que nous nous 
proposions, mais, nous ol'allrons sans cesseen· per· 
spective, , et je laisserai alors a, M~darne ,Necker la 
satisfaction de v~us: l'ann:once.r. :,J e lui ,ai promis, 
foi de .vot~e' raison, de, votre indulgence, et de 
votre 'amitie, que. V!.lUS approuverez, ce ,petitt de
:rangern'ent t et que vousne. serez pas :moins dispos~ 
a, nOlls recevoir avec-bont6dans un autre mo. 
mcnt. 

L'addresse 
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". L'addresse de'rna fine' est a J unip¢t Han~ 'Citi Lon
'don, J e voris ai' addresse, if 'y a. trois jours, llne 
lettre de eette Jdaiii~;- qui n~' s~Uit encote ce qu;elle 
fera. SOlI man' est ~.' Paris',"mais' ~ans caract~re 

• diplomatique HfndUs1aisse ignorer~ 'il' adessein 
de venit ici, e~i1 nft~crit 'qu'unelettre forf courte 
a . Madame: N ecker~ • . 

N°CCLVI. 
ED,! ARD GIBBON, Esq. to the Right Honourahlt: 

Lad!! EL'!~A'BE1'H FOSTER, .at .Florence .. 
.' , Lalisabne, April 4th, \793. 

HAD I not given previous notice of my own un
worthiness, the 'plea .of being an old incorrigible 
offender would serve only' to aggrantemy guilt; 
it is'still sufficient.ly black,' and I can patiently hea,i 
every reproach, except thecruel'and unju:.it impu,;,,
tation' of havmg fotgotten my . fair friend~ of the 
Arno and die'Tybcr. They w6uld indeed haYe 
been less present tb .my thoughts; had I maintained 
a regular 'Weeklg correspondence; since, by the 
. effect of niy negligerict;. not a dog has elapsed wit~ 
out a: serious; Wotigh fr,uitless, resolution of writing 
by the -very next post'What'may have somewhat 
contrib1ltid, besides' origInal sin, to- this vile' pro-. 
crastinatiori, is the .:ourse:' of events that has filled 
this abominable winter.': As 1d'Ilg as the poor King's 
fate. was in ,suspensej l one !waited'frtim post to post, 
betweeIl" hope; and feat', and 'when the.' hloW' wa$': 
struck, even' Shakespeare's language Was, inade
quate to express bur grief and indignation. I have 
nev~r approved the' ~x~cution of Charles the l¥st ; 

II~ - j~ 
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y~t Charles. had. ,invaded', in 'many ,respects, the 
az;tcient constitution of England; and. the. qllestion 
h,ad bee.njudged inthe. field ofN~by befo~ it was 
tried i~,Westrninster-halk nutI.ouis had given 
alid suffered every . thing. .11Ie .cruelty of the 
FrenGh was aggravated by ingratitude, and a.life of 
,innocence was crowned by the dea~ o{ a saint, Of, '_ 

what is far better; of a virtuous prince, who deserves 
our pity and esteem.' He niighthave lived and' 
reigne.d~ had. he 'possessed as much active-<:ourage, 
as he was endowed with .pa:tient fortitude; " W~en 
I read the accounts from home, of the . universal 
grief~d indignation w~ich '~at fatal event ~x
cited, I indeed gloried in the eharacter of anEng~' 
lishmaIi.· OUI: national fame'is DOW pure and, 
splendid; we have nobly stood forth in. the com
mon, cause, of mankind; and ci.lthoughour arma-' 
nlents are some~hat, slow, I still persuade m~self 
that we sllall give the last deadly wound to "the 
Gallic .hydra. The, King 'of Prussia is likewise' 
slow,: and your. poor friend" the Duke -oLBruns-, 
"rick, i,s now not censureCl· but.forgotten., We, 
'tumour eyes to the Prince' of C,obourg and his 
Austrians; and it must be confessed, that the de
liyerance of Holland and Brabant fro~ such a 
dragon 'as Dumourier is it very, tolerable employ-: 
nient for .the montI; of l\Ial'ch~ . These blossoms 
of· the spring will, be followed, it may be fairly 
'hoped,. by the fruits of sy.mmer;'and intlJe mean-: 
while the. troubles of, Pal'is,' and the revolt of th~; 
provinces, may promote, b~ the increase of anarchy, 
the. J'estoratioll'of, order: I see that restoration' 

, ' 'th~'ough 
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,through a dark cloud; but i~ France be lost, the 
rest of-Europe" I believeaIidtrust,Vill,be saved. 
But amidst the hurriCane, I dare not .fix my eyes 

-on the Temple., ;Somuch for· pplitics"which now' 
engross the :waking and Ide~ping, thoughts Of every 
feeling and thinking animal. ; 1n tb.is country jve' 
are tranquil; arid,I .be1ievesafe, .at least for this 
Bummer;, thollgh peaCe has been purch3iSedat· 
some expense of natidnal.honour; ofthe old l'epll
tation of S~iss courage,we' have, crquched :bef01;e' 
the tiger, ,and stroked· him till he has &beatl~ed' 
his ·claws, ' and ceased for a moment t!> rqar. My' 
journey to England this year must depend, on~he 
events. of the campaign; as 1 am. fu11y resplved 
rather to remain quiet another autumn arid ;,vmter 
in my sweet' habitadon, tha~ to ,encounter t~ii 
dangers of the'sea end land. I envy the pleasures' 
which you.ahd youx:. companions have, enjoyed at 
Florence and Rome; 'nor can I des::ide which have 
tasted the· most pel;fect delight, those to whom 
such, beauties 'were new;' or- those to whom they 
were famiiiar. A fine eye, correct jl.\dgment, and 
elegant sensibility, are requisite to qualify"the 
studious traveli~r jand these gifts have been libe
rally. dispe:psed among the Ouc!hycaravan. But 
when you have, been gratified, though not suiated, 
with the Hesperian Pl"OSpoct" t<> what, fortuilare 
cli!lle -will you· direc;t: your ifootsteps? Have' we 
,anyl10pe~. of meeting (tor my journey, :at,:all 
,events; would be· iate) 41·,the· s'hades; or ra.tlier in.' 
~he",sunshine, of Ol;lchy? ' Should Mount p~nishe . 
:~t~l1 imperious,' you have.trampl¢d on, St. Berml.nl 
• ~ 1; 3. ' in 
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in amo~e rigorous,~easo:p;,.;q.nd whllt~oever may 
be the' !?tatepf th~ ,~o,t:ld, ,the.~flYI!_dt:,'yaud will 
a~ordy<;)1.\ a !>e~]lre a.syhltn, 'or a, ple~,alJ.t:~tatlQn! 
.rrejoic~ tQpear .of,J.ilqy B~borougll:~)hnprov~. 
ment., Will thaF~ew ~tide ma.ktf·; aQ.Y ~,d!ffefen~e . 
in the. plan.? Is the .J;>l,lcheStS ~flry .iwPiltiellt to Ie~ 
VIsit' England ?, j:xcept so.~¢ trjiji,ng,.~o~ideratio~s 
()f chiIQrcm,~. al~, ~ou.Iltries fflftY., 9(f ~Ildifferent tQ. 
her; ass~e js.sure ofbei~g'J~v~~ngadnWed, in 
aU. I ~manxio~s and i~pat~e~\t to ~~aptth~ re&ult 

'OfYOuTccHlnsels; but I fed rp.yself\lnwo!thy.o( ~ 
regula,r • correspondence, anq, am not des!rou~ of 
.heaping fresh coal,s o(pre on my head; '". 

lam happy to find that you forgive and pity my 
friend Necker, against whom ,Y.Qu. all entertliined 

, $ome 'V ~rsaiHes preju~i('es. ·As his heart has been 
always .pure, Ae ¢annot fe.eI remorse; but as his 
conduc~ h~~. l>~e~ unsuccessful,. l}.e: is penetrated 
with gT~ef ~l1d regret. _ ,Madame de Sta~l has writ~ 
. te:n',to ,me fl'OHl' ;Engl.a:nd;. she likes th~co'Untry, 
but m~<!,nsJqfly.q~e~ ?-gain in I\Iay. 

N~ 'GCLVIi; ,'. 
'. ' .~.: ..'., 
Mr. GJ:BBON:to.Lord·LouPHBOROUGH._ 

.My:.LoRD. r,; ·" .... ltoJle.~febrllary23d,·1793 • 

. J.J¥) not Q1ereJy i,~o:p'grat~~t~ yom ,Lord~ip's 
promotiOn t~ ,8Jl,1>ffi~et which. yQl1t ,abilities have 
long deserved, My,~ sat;sfactiop I does, not .arise 

. * A t~\Ynbetwe;n tausaQ~~' arid deneva, where M. N~~ket 
then.resid~d: -.,,,:.'. 

t Lord Loughbor()ligh )1I~d lately been appointed Lord High 
Chancellor. ~: . ' • 
,. from 
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fro~ an IlIIsuraIice of the wiSdom and vigoUr which 
almini~tratjon wil~deriv.efrom the support of .50 
J"e8pectabl~ an ally. Bllt ;as 'a friend to' govern-, 
roent'ih general; '1 most sincerely rejoice'that you' 
are now·armed jn'the 'conunon cause agai~tthe 
most 'dangerous fa:ri~tjcs . that have' ev~r inv.aded· 
the peaCe of Europe; tlgaiust tHe new barbarians, 
who labour td coufoundthe 'ordei:' and happiness 
pf society; arid whd, iIt· ~he opinion of thinking 
men, are hot lesstheenemie~of.·s:ubjects than C?f 
kin~. The hopes 'of the wise and' gO.od are. now 
.fixed on the success. of England;andI am,per .. 
suaded that my· personal att3.~hment to your Lord:. 
ship will be amply ~atjfiedbythe jmpQrtanhha.re 
which yonr counsels will assume in that s~ccess. 
I could wish that 8om,e ~fyour' former a:ssociat~s 
possessed sufficient strel1gth of. fil.ind t~e~tficate· 
themselves f!'Om the toils. of prejudice aI).o party. 
But I'grieve that a man, whoJll it is impossible for. 
me not to love· and .admire, i!hollld .refllse to 'obey 
the v.oice of his t:ountry; and;,! begin to fear that' 
the-powerful genius of l\Ir.-Fox., instead of.being 
useful, ·will be adver~e to.the public service~ At· 
this momentous oCl'isis \ we s110uld enlist our whole 
force of'virtue;~ ability,' and splrit; -and without 

.' anY'view :to;:his piivate~advantage, lcould':wish 
that our friend LOrd: ,~ ... ~ ... ;tf',* Jl1ight 'bept:ope1'ly 
stat4>ned.iiIsoine 'partb.f the line'. . .' " 

l\fr.~e~kerJ in whose house I am.now residing 
, on a visit of some,days~~ishes' 'n1t~ in. ~xpres~ the 
sentiments .. of ~steem and consideratiQ~ whicb h6 
entertains. for your' Lordship's character; . : As a 

. 114 friend 
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friend to the' interest Of mankind, he is ,\varmly 
attached to the, welfare' of GIeat .Brit;lin, which 

; he' h,aidong·revered as the;first,:andperhaps as the. 
'last asylum of genumeliberty.His late eloquent 
'work, fJu Pou'Ooir'Erectdif, which youtLordship 
has ,assuredly read, is a valuable.' testimony of his' 
esteem for our constitution ; and the testimony of 
a eagaciousand i~paitial strl;IDger may have taught 
some of our~ countrymen to. value the ,political 
blessings which· they have been (enipted to despise. 

. . ,I cherish a lively hope of being jn England, and . 
of paying my respects to, your', Lordship before the 
-end of the $ummer;- but the events Of the year are 

. so uncertain, andthe sea and JaIid are encOIIlpassed 
with s~ many difficulties", and dangers. that ram 
'doubtful whether ,it will be· practicable for'me to 
execute my, purpose.' , 

I, am, my: Lord, most respectfully;imd your 
Lordship will permit me to add most affectionate.. 
'1y, 'your mOst Taitl1ful humbl~ servant. . 

, N:Cl ;CCL VIII.,. . 
Dr.VIN~EN'l' toMr: GIBBON.' • 

,SIR, _' De~n·s-yard. July 2Qth, 1793. 

J AM: happy tqat 'any accidental circumstance 
should ,have,; introduced me to a 'correspondence 
with Mr. Gibbon, and'! trust'you :Will excuse me 
a delay of oile fIloment, which I wish ta employ in 
expre~ingmy respect for' your 'wurks. With all 
the prejudices that men of my profession have, and 
ought to:haVe, against par~icular' parts, I confess 
with the highest· satisfaction the pleasure and in. 

. '. ,. struction 
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"et1'uction I have, received from every' thing, that is 
critical a.nd histbrical; 'out of. t1ie numerous body 
ofaUthdrsyou ha\1e made use of, I hal'ealways foT:' 
lowed youtnariationwith such as 1 could procure:' 
your fideIity,acCU:racy~ and tM happy 'use you have. 
made'of"tJ:te~,: has :taught me an attention I 'WaS 

, "llot master of before, out.of many instanc~ I men-
tion Ammianusas the first; , . 
, And now, Sir, permit me to inform ,you that 
from Dr. ,Nichol's book, which 'is in my'posses
-sion, 'you were enter~d 'at W estmi~ster" 'School,' in 
·the second fom,in' January, 1748~ .the precise' day , 
is not noticed, but probably from the 10th 'to the 
] 6th, it was,t~ same y~ai I was entered~yself in 
the September followi,ng.The time of yo1i~ q~ii
ting the school cannot~ appear from this book, but, 
by calculat~ng 'the removes, I shQuld "think you. 
might fix it accurately yourself. YoulLageis no
ticed, as is that of all the others in Dr.N.'s' book, 
which makes you 9 years 'old iii 1748. ' 

If there is any ~ther inquiry that I can promote, 
I shall be happy to receive Y01ir commands. 

I remain with great respect, , 
¥0!1f, most faithful· and obedient serVant, 

W:VIN~ENT;' . 
. ' 

N~' .cCLIX. " '.' 

'Dr. \TINCENT to Mr! O'IBBON', 

, '. , ,,~, " 'j: r ,': ." 'I?e~~;s->,ard,~uIY 22d, 1793. 
DR. Vincent is. able to assure, ]\:fr"Gil;Jbon', frQm 

bis own entr.J,n<;e., ~n ,the' sabie 'ye~!; tha~ -the year 
. . of 
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or 'Dr:' Nichol is 'Certainly- 1748, and.he thinks he 
can bring to Mr. Gibbon's rememl:mtnce; facts that 
wm fully satisfy his own mind. Boyle, after"'ards 
,Ead of Orrery; 'was one, of the principal actors ~ 
.!gnoramqs" repre~¢nted in I)ecember/1747,' and, 
would of cou~~e cOJ:~ri'Ue Captain tili ~bitsuntide 
1748. Fllry sqcceededhim. ' These are such re-

,markableepochs 'in the chronology of boys, that 
f~w forget them. p~ Vincent is sure of his own 

,memory'likewise, when he asserts,that he reme~, 
beTs. Mr. Gipboll in'the2d ,form, and at Mrst Por- ' 
ten'~ house in 1748. a,.s he lived next door with. 
Hutton the Ilonjqror. ' 
, Jf Mr. Gibbon 'shOl,dcl still have any doubts Dr. 
y. will not think a,ny thing ~ trouble, which' may, 
,~oritdbute toremQv~ th.em~ 

,Net CCLX. 

Mr. :rI¥KEll-TON to Air. GI;BBON'. 

SIR, Londpn, ~3d July, 1793. 

I HqPE yo~ will4>ardoll this intrusion, aft~r 'our 
appointment at· Mr~ Nicol), which I was very 
sorry the extreme pea.t of the qayconstrained you 
to defer, 3:5 it would ha;ve given me the greates~ of 
pleasures to have been known to you. Indeed I 
have express~ upo~ many occasions, tliat I regarded 
you as the D.,rst of livipg authors; and perhaps the 
only one ;in. th<:world who has united ge:nius,' eru
dition, philosophy, eloquence; all 'in: the most con
summate degr~e. After t1,1is you may judge how 
severe the disappointment was to' me; and as I 

hear 
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hear .tl1at y.o\l ,will npt be in tOWll f.oT .s.ome time. i 
h.ope you \Vjll (.ol'give my jmpatie~ce In writing. to 
you., .. " ,. • 

It gavemeie,,~r~me .6~tisfa.ction·to: learn th~ 
pt~p.osed &Chemj;t.,()f;ipuQUshing OlJ.f 'anCi.enthistq,.: 
rian~ und,er ,the, auspices.ofthe. greatest .of. modem 

• hist.orians,: and, w:hose : J,lame ralone. w.ould ensur~ 
success to. the. work, and .o.ccasi.ou·the revival J;lf an 
imp.ortant study,. tOQ. Plum andt.o.o.lqng neglected 
in this otherwise scientific country. Your favour.: 
able. mention of. me as. reviser flattered'me much, 
for.magnum.laudari (l.laudatis, 1 should not only 

. exert all my industry in collating MSS. iey-ising 

.the press, &c. but ~hould executemylabqurscon 
amore, as on the faV'Ourite objict of long pursuit; 
but all this would be nothing without your name~' 
which is a tower .of strepgth; and as 'Mr. Nicol 
expressed his h.ope that r.oll w.ould c.onsent· .to give 
y.ouradvice, as t.o the. auth.ors empl.oy~d,·arid .other 
imp.ortant p.oints, sO he· and I warmly join ,(and I. 
hear tlte literary voice of present ~ri4/ future na
ti.ons accord with .ours) iIi the request that you will 
alf.ow y.our pamt! to appear as~~uperintending .the 
work; or ,a.s the ~atin, I believe, would express it, 
cu,rlInte, &c.. It is . also h.oped that you. will spine 
a few hours to.-cl.othe . the ~r.ospectus,. up.on whi~h; 
much ~depends, with y.our-.p.owerful eloquence, 
which, like a coat . .of mail,. ,unites the greatest 
splendour with the greatest strength. '. '. . 
. If you consent; to, thill,asMr. Nicpl wishes that 
no~time'may be l.ost,i shall ,beginto prepare-rna .. 
tenals . for :t!Ie Prospectus, and send theJiIl. to. y.ou 

when-
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w.h~n your convenience suits.,' This will be, the 
mot:e ,easyas,- in the ')rear 1788; I published in th:e . 
Gentleman's ~Maga.zine, twel ve,' ", Letters ',' to tht; 
people of Gre~tBritain, on the: cultivation of their' 
-national llistory,"', pointing 'out the deficiencies ill 
,this line:,of study .. Among .others 1 mentioned, 
that in the Saxon Chronicle:not oless than' fifty 
pages may be, found in MSs.. in the' 'Museum, 
.Which are waritingin Gibson's,edition, a book con .. 
sisting of only 244 pages. , " 

But,} must repeat that all our hopes' of success 
rlependon Y6)'lr name alone. 1 humbly request 
that you 'wiU let me know your sentiments pn the 
occasion" at your convenience; :and have the ho. 
IlOur to be with infinite respe~y 

Sir, your most obedient 
~and faithful ser.vant~ 

, JOR'N' PINKER.TON. 

ND ,CCLXI. ' 

Mr. GIBBON, to jfr.PINK~RTON. 
DE~R SIR, ' _' ~heffiel~ Pmc,e, 25th July, 1793. 

ON, the pr4J.cipal' BU bject of yourlettel' I shall 
explain myself with' the frll.Ilkness',becoming you~ 
character and my own. ,Above twel:v~ years ago, 
in a note to, the third volume of my history, I ex· 
pressed ,the' surpris~ 8Ild shame, which I had long, 
entertained, 'that, after the example and sUccess o.f 
the other count\:ie~ of Europe, England alone, 
with such superior materials, :should not have yet 
fonned a collection, of her original historians. ' I 

, ~ill 
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,till persevere in ,the' same:. sentiments" that the 
work would be~ acceptable to the"publicj' andh6,. 
nourable to all the ·persons at whose expense, or 
by whose labour, it -should be ~xecuted. ,I mighf 
doubt whether any single'l editor, however ,learned' 
or laborious; could perform a task of .,suchmagni-o 
tllde and variety with sufficient disp,atch to satisfy. 
'the irnpatienceD£:the world: yet I alli·not- much a 
friend to republics .of any kind ;'nor, in the choice:' 
of a sole or ,chief artist,do 1 know of any one so . 

, \vellqualifiedl!-s yourself, byyour'previous studies,: 
your love-of· historic truth, your Hercu.1ean indus~ 
try, and the vigorous enetgiesofyo,ur.IQip.d, and 
character. ' . , ~ 

Thinking as I do, and:calleduponin so pressing 
and, partic)llara. mlJ,nner, by yourself' a:t;ld'Mr .. 
Nicol, it is incumbent- qu me'to explaIn,for h<>:w 
muchl can undeltake,., I will embrace eV,ery op-:> 
portunity, both I>ublie and pri-vate, 'of 'declaring 
my approbation of ' the work, and . my esteem for 
the editor. I shallbt:always ready ·,to assIst a~ 
your secret committee; to~off~r' niy advice with . 
.,egard to the choice and arrangement of yourma-, 
terials; ,and to join with· yoq.. in forining a general ' 
outline of the plan. if 'you proceed. in drawing 
up a prospectus, I' shall consider it with my. best 
~ttentiC!n; nor shall I be averse ,to ,the' 'crowning' 
you~ solid edifice· 'Yith something of an ornamenta~ 
frieze. When the -subscription 'isptoposed, I shalt 
undenvrite my name for, at least, . six: ~opies. and 
~ trust that a large ~otitribution fro~ a mo~erate 
f91tune wilt, ,be recejved as a sincere arid' un~qui:1 
vo~al mark of approbation: But you 'seem to wish' 

. fur 
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fc;>rsomewhat .more,the {>ublic use of my namea9 
Curator, or sup~rij:ltenClent, of the work; .and on 
this delicate atId~ambigupus.pointyo.umust allow 
me to pause:: . 'J'\fy uame( qualecunque sit) I could 
not lend with fairness .to the public,or credit to 
myself, 'without "engaging much farther than I am 
either able or .willirig t() do..pur· old English hig.. 
torianshave never been the prof"s,sed object of my 
stud,ies;~ my literary" occupations, or.rather amuse
ments, lead me into a very ~istant path,and my 
speedy· return to the.Continent (nextspring~atthe 
latest)will preclude all opportunities of regular in
spectiop, or frequent correspondence. 

I am, deal' Sir, with the most'sincere regard, -. 
Your faithful humble servant, 

E. GIBBON. 

IT wa.s ~Ir. Pinkerto~ 'Inquiry "rlit<i tht! History- of Scotland, 
a book always mentiOned by Mr. Giobon with high Applause, 
whic4 induced him tQ apply to its author 'to ulldertak~ the polY
lication of this great national design, first, formed by our eminent 
historian; Some of. th.e· objections in this letter were overcome :
it was agreed that Mr. Cadell, if he chose, should be "nominated 
publisher, &c. The final arrange~ent was, that M~. Pinkerton's 
name should appear in the~ title-page as sole editor ~ bu~ that Mr. 
Oibbon should write a general preface to the work, and 8 parti
e'ular preface tEl each volume,' containing a review of the history, 
and historians of each epoch ; for which purpose, oti his return 
to Lausa~ne, he was to peruse all the ancient English .historians 
in a chronological course, a labour whkh..he mentioned with" 

, pleasure, as the last and mos~ favourite occupation of his. life. So 
vain are human . hopes ! Mr. Gibbon also agreed to write· the 
rrospec:tus; and to allow.it to appear with his name; but. he died. . 
o~ the day appointed for itS publication, and with hi~ any !iews 
of success in 1\ d~sign of such magnitude, which it was doubtful 
if even his name and co-operation could have carried into effect: 

. . ~. 
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," 
EDW ARD,GIBBON1 Es(p '10' Lord AUCKr:A'ND. 

'Stlam~s'~eet; No. )'6,. Nov. 27tbj 1793; , 
;&1Y PUR L6JlD" ,: j , r 

I ~HQULD 'reproach, m,selfwitb n~glectirig on~ 
of the be~t·comforfs of .life; ':the enjoyment of in .. , 
structive ,and ,agreeab.le.lIociety, did I 'not seekto 
visit Beckenham in my way to Sheffield-place. I 
must therefore askwhethel' it'will suit with your 
other arrangements to reC~~ve me at' dinner either 
TueMay, W c:dnesday, or Thursday next week, to 
keep me the next 'day, and to dismiss me the fol-

-lowing morning aft61' breakfast. I . shall expect 
your commands, and. in the meaxi 'while request 
that you wou~d present my -,:ompliments 'to Lady 
Auckland, whom I l;e\Tereas a'second Eve, the 
mother of nation,S,· though '~ am persuaded that 
she would not, like Eve, have eaten the apple. 

• ',My dear Lord, ' 
Most sincerely yours, 

~ 'E. GIBBON~ 
N- CCLXnf., . ., , 

'Mo1lsieur NECKER a,Monsieur GIBBON. 
, , 

Lausanne, ~ovembre, 1793. _ 

t'QUELLE courage, Monsieur, queUe serenite a 
~6te de taI).t d'esprit, et d'imagination! C'est do~c . . ..... . 

it, Tbe all\lsion is to the births of children in England, Am~ 
rica, Ireland, France, Spain, and Holland. " ' . 
, t .This letter was written immediately afte, ,l\fr. Necker ~a~ 

, receIved the account of Mr. Gibbon's havina undergone the ope-
ration of tapping. ' • ., . 

avos 



a vosamis seuls a ~prouver vos maux, et a ~'en in"
quieter., Ah !iIs rempliront trop bien cette fonc~ 
tion~ Notre interM, -nos vre~x~ vO\~S' environnent, 
,et· de notre' terrasse ll~US yoyons, ,nous regardons
votremaison ... et no';1s iron~ en ouvrjr les portes et 
les, fen~tres des.qu'on 'MUS apprendra, que .vous 
r~venez l'habiter~ vou~ 'avez,r~~du cet asile trop 
cel~bre POtU ,l'O\lblier,e,t 'levif sentiment avec Ie
que~ nous entendons, parler, d~ v~us, nous est un 
garaAt~e votre retour., , , . 

Nous sommes a -Laus~ne d,epuis quelq ues jou~s,. 
et no,us ,avons depu,is, re~u plusieurs visites fie lit 
cite. ,La. rue du Bourg; ainsi que de r;tison, attend 
qu'on 'laprevienne; ,mais moi. revenu des grandtrurs 
de la terre, apres avoirfait une visitepe devoir. au, 
Seigneur Bailly,' efau Seigneur Bourguemestre,' 
et une de goUt; et de reconnoissance a Madame de 
Severy; je me tiendrai, clos dans mon manoir. 
Adieu"Monsieur,agreez, je vous prie, les assurance& 
de mon inviolable attachement .. 

-'N° CCLXI~ 
Rev. Dr._ COOKE; 'Dean 0/ Elj/,; and P'I'0'iost 0/ 

Kin.g's College, Cambridge; to Lord SHE~FIE~D._ 
King's Collegl:, Aprilllth, 1796. . 

ANn s6,even nobles,. it seems, can condescend to 
make their visits, after the modeo£:. the good par .. 
sons in theWest,'.with, their 'wives behind them. 
I take leave to.kiss both hands with all due respect;. 
'and veneration, as proof of that perfect harmony 
and. union, of which every friend must be happy 

., . to 
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to have the assurance, which mu.st ever resl,llt froin~ 
. equal good sense, good humour, and virtue, and, 
be rather more close,mo.re ~ten~r and deIicale; 
than the most intimate conhe~iori betW.een authot; 
'and editor.' in making 'xVy ackn:Q~I~dg~ents, my 
.most dear Lord,' for your, ~ate .yel'y kind notice of . 
me, you will suffer. me 1jp remark somct!lingof 
error:. it was not to be ~llpposed, that ~ai'ly thing. 
should appear under your sanction ~rhich I·should· 
not. e!lgerly pos~ess mYl?elf of -the fi:rst momeJlt I 
could. obtain it. Amidst all my interruptions; J 
have~v~ncC(Lconside.rably into the· E.¥.txaits du 
J oumal, and I admire him even more in them than 
in his .Histo.ry ';sucl1 vatiety of reading; ; such just-. 
nes~ of re&!xions, such neatness .and .. pr~dsion of 

'expressioB, are not tobe found in' any of" the 
Anas ,vitl! which I am acquainted; nor am I.aware~ 
of jmy publication, that (loeH equal hQnour to both, . 
the parti~s cPl!-ccmed in it. 1 hav~ no; dou,ht of 
your just t.itle to the merit of the observation, that 

. . ,-
Poets lose half the. pr!lise~hey would have got,· 
Via we but know wb~t the), discret:tly blot •. ' . 

It is indeed ~attet'of sincere' pleasure to me; as' 
well on' yo.ur Lordship's . account as your frietid's~ 
that so little appea.rs that can give offence.. 'The
great desideratum is, and a m6st w9nderful, Me,' 
that a professed historian,' whose piovin~ it.is to. 
be guided, by evid<:;nce, shoul~. not· submit to th~ . 
g4ring evide~ces'of our· relig~QIl;-eYidences; . even . 
at thi~ day,of our ~ensesi-and if examined; irresis~i" . 
hIe; the misfo,ftune is, tJIat they m-(,:~ot ex~rnined 

'VOL. II. .. K i '. I:!-n4 
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and consid,ered :-but this world cheats-us of our im
l,nortal hopes. I beg pardon; I will not, ~~d 1 trust 
I need . not, pre~ch." ¥ our Lordship will ki~dly 
forgive iny zeal, and be assured of my anxious. 
wishes of ~yeryhappine~s t9 yourself and an whq 
are dear to :you: hoth -now and foreier. My heart 
has been sO full, as to )lave forgotten, '1 find, to, 
.~xpress how highly' ppnomed and gFatified w~ 
shall be by' the present you -have sQ qqligingly 
intilnated. . . " . . . 

. . 1 am ~ver, my dear'Lord, 
Under the strongest" impr.ession of aU YOUf, . 

: favQurs, .' .' 

Y ourlnost sincere, obliged, and. 
.. faithful and affectionate Servant, 

. ,- Wl\-I. COOKE. 

N? CCLXV. .. 

~~. Dr. 'COOK~, Dean of Ely, ~1l~ .fro't!ost ~f 
'King's College, Cambi';dge, to'Lord SHEFFiELD. " 

•. .<' • • ~ ~ 

My DEAl!. GOOD LUD, .. , ~,April26th, ,1796. 

THE p'rt:Cious -volumes have safely i~~ched ~lS, 
~nd shall be deposite4 pari jug9, ~r cheek by.j9Je; 
with tll€! six of which 'Ye have l~xig ,pe~~ possessed,~ 
~fl(l to ,y4is;:h they ~a~e 89 v:ery yaluable .a'!l 
Append~~. ' l ~m at a Jos.s inqee<l to s~y, ,~hether 
the g:rea~ his~9rial~ ~f empir~s·anc;1 9f !~le ~~anges' 
and, 'clu~fl(:es 9f the ,yorld i~ general, m~y' ~e o( 
~ore ~se an~ cqnsequenc:<:: ~~~1l ~4e .faithf~l ~arra ... 

. tor, as ~e appears i~your Lordihip'srepresentation, 
~f ~he ~u~npl~r, inciqen~ ,-~~ privat~_ ,life, _ o~ . th~ 
. ' . '. 9.~ca~ 

~~ ., 
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occasional teflexions that arise ripon the!D, and the 
hflppiness.of.a sin~ere, lotig~cont~nued, and 1.min-
ferrupted frie:ndship. The last I am sure come 
much more Closely hbme to our personal businesses 
and bosoms, and must 'have a .greater ~nfhjence on. 
our own immediate conduct; . nor canl hesitate.to 
affirm, in ari allusion which ']\fr. Gibbon himself, if 
he could have knO\Vu t:he posthumous· caJ:ettnd 
atteiltion to his fame and cha:racter, w.ould have 
applied, . 

" . Foi'tun~ti an~bo f 
Nulla dies uilquain inemo~i vos dimet re~o..... 

" 

You 'wili go down toge~her to late p<?sterity with' 
as much just distinptlOl~ as any o( t.he· rriemcirabl~ . 
4uet!l of antiquity. While I congratulate your' 
Lordship on.~h,e dos~ of your lI1~rit?rious lab9ur 
for one fl'i~nd;Jet me intreat,youl" intercession \vith 

. Lady Sl~eftield for .my ~t having particularly ex
pres~ed the h"igh sense 1 have of the honour Of lier 
~adyship's iate notice .~it1icwhicl} sb"e so obligingly 
favoured nte.: nor willit. be" a' slight gratifi~ation, 
~f Miss Holro~lI may re.tain allY ~emory of a" 
former admirt;r, or Miss. Louisa, of the happiness' 
'A!he" communicated bra few tra~sient interviews at 
Bath. , May every blessing attend your Lordship, 
and all who are 'dear. to ;you! so prayeth most 
"heartily .' . ' . 

. , Your ever most truly obliged andniost .. ', 
. Faithful humWe S~ryant -.. 

,WILLIA:AlCOOKE. . 
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NQ ,CCLXVI. 

The Rev.NoRToNN~CHOLt.S to LordSHEFFIiLD. 

Blund~to!l' J un~ 2d, 1796. 
, • •• J • I ~ , : 

. 1 aAYE delayed 'so long to write tQ you, my dear 
I~ord, not certl1inly froqI indifference to' you or to 
lhe.postQumous fame,of Gibbt>n which owes so 
~ufhto your friendly and Judicious exertions_ 
The work JV.OIe than answers my . expeCtation; 
such a faithfill, interesting, and agreeableportrajt 
of. a. human mind endowed with th~most extra
ordina,ry powers, eiuiched with all the treasures of 
learning, embellished with all the graces that good 
taste and polished society can bestow; impelled 
by an insatiable desire of knowledge to an activity 
in the pursuit of it, the eagerness and constancy 
of whidrhas selClom been equalled; such a portrait' 
has scarcely ever been given to the lVorld, and 
never with such a curious ·and happy detail. As 
for his moral character, YOll have exhibtted it in a. 
new point of' ","iew even to me j til} that admirable 
letter. preceding his last'departure from Swit~er1and 
.J had no idea. of the warmth and energy of his 
friendship; but the incomparablelett~s which you 
have published teem with proofs, most honourable 
to the heart and sentiments of their author. The 
account of his studies is as useful as it is singular, 
and may serve to point out to others' ,the path· t()' 
literature which so few pursue. . Nothing ran 
.through his mind; every' subject worthy of atten
tion :was sifted, examined, and dissected. The ideas. 
of others produJ;ed a new train ill him which he 
, ..., . ge~erallr 
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generally carried tar beyond the original. The 
style of his letters is peifect,~qually e~y, eleg~t, 
accurate, pleasan~ and even playful. The outlines 
of' the History of the World (which I had . not 
jeen) is masterly •. It was impossible for hiIilto be 
superficial. '. 

I cannot help congratulating you on 1 having 
produced a work as honourable to you, as to your 
fri~nd: and I am convinced that its popularity wiIr 
b!! e.qual to its merit. . 

. Adieu, my dear Lord, believe ~e, to be ever 
most faithfully yours, 

N. NICHOLLS. 

NQ CCLXVII .• 

Exiract of a Letterfrom GREGORY LEWIS W~Y, 
. Esq. to Lord SHEFFIELD; :. . 

Spencer Farm, August 28th, 1796. 

I HAVE finished the first volume of. the Gi~ 
boniana. WitTl 'Parts of it I was delighted and in
terested extremely. Of his satire on Oxford lean 
hardly be. deemed an impartial reader. His opinions 
on pVblic affairs and public men, I swalloWt!d with 
avidity and approbation. But his French ~letters 
of courtship to Deyverdun- are ddicious indeed: 
and in the minute incidents' connected with his 
'York; . I stand invisible behind him; I steal along 
his grove of Acacias, and my mind. participates ill 
his exultation and in his gloom. Shall I add, that 

. in his honest and manly retirement from public' 
life, an4 in his estimate of the comparative charms . 

. of 



-
'of p'olitics alid philosophy, he ha~ also apowerfui. 
echo in ,my bosom? .1 trust that, Jike him; I should 
have been ablt, i~ spite of " mes 'amis,< quine 
veulent pas me pel'mettre :<l'etre.heureux snivant 
mon 'gout, et mes lumieres," to have persisted in a 
like line of condllct;'since I have his authority for 
flattering myself that . I '''possess ~ disposition 
somewhat similar to his own/' The names of 
Chelsum and Rando~'Jh I have not, forgott~fi, though 
I suspect myself of never having read their b~oksl 

" . 
N°CCLxvnt 

S .. hruEL ROSE, Esq.' to Lord SHEFFIELD; 

l\lY DEAR'Lp,RDj. 'Denham Lodge, Sept. 7tli, 1796. 

I HAVE' been in Oxrordshire, and am now in: 
Norfolk, visitiii'g my valuable out un:happy fr1end 
Cowper, whoJ though certainly bettet than he has 
been~ still cO,ntinues a victim to melancholy and 
despair.' It is-: a dreadful sight !-'-such talents- so· 
laid waste ~y, so merciless ~ disor~er c;laim our pity 
nOWj as much as, in 'a diffel:en~ state, they before 
excited 'our admiration. nut it is not th~ object 
of this letter to communicate to your Lordship those 
painful sensations which must necessarily be felt 
by ,every benevolent mind at hearing of the con
tinued misery this gentleman suffers. " It is rather, 
the object of this letter to give you pleasure; who 
are ever 'so act~ve i~l creating and promoting the' 
enjoyment of others. , , . 
, ,I lat"eIy-heard from my friend Mr. Mackenzie of 
.Edinburgh; who' has distinguished himself in the 

literary 
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JiteT~ world by his Man of Feeling, and other 
~ngenious publica~ions. Ue speaks in the follow. 
jng jUst and appropriate terms of your Lordship's 
last work, which I transcribe with great satisfac
tion,as they express my sentiments upon the sub
Jec~ an4 as· they come with weight from so distin· 
'guished a. character as Mr. Mackenzie: 
.. "With ·Mr.Gibbon's volumes, particularly,the 
first; I was much entertained. and gratified.. To 
see 50 much of the life and manners Qf a celebrated 
ptan,is always gratifying j 'in thi~ ·.case it was 

. p<:culiarly 50, from. the increased esteem which 
It excited for that man, by exhibiting him.in 50 

amiable a view as a relation and a friend. Lord 
'Sheffield· and his fa1l,lily formed ·.a very interestiiIg 
group iIi the picture. AmoI}g authors and public 
men it J~ not very common, and it is very pleasing, 
~o find such continued and warm affection and at· 
tachment; ~nd the man of taste, as well as of virtue, 
1s deeply indebted to t?e '~ditor, who can .thus 
unfold to him such source~' of moral as well as 
iit.erarypleasure.". . 

This ~ one, among many honourable testimonies, 
you have received of the value and importance of 
your very entertainIng priblication;a publication ' 

. which will increase in the good opinio~ "Of the pub-' , 
lic, in proportion· ~ they become better acquainted 
~ith its contents. . . 
.. . Your LOl"dship's obliged and, affectionate, . 

. . .. SA)IUEL ROSE. 

:END OF VOL. II. 
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