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PREFACE 

THIS is essentially an interim Report. It surveys the economic position of 
agricultgre in the eastern counties of England during I93I, and is largely 
descriptive in character. It formulates no apicultural policy. It is mainly 

I 
concerned in determining. the nature and. extent of the agricultural problem, 
and in pr.o~djng the J>ackground of de~ai1 essential to con§!rncti~ion. 

The results of this investigation illustrate that agriculture, even in the 
eastern counties of England, assumes many forms, some with conflicting 
interests, and each variously affected by changes in price and cost levels. 
All farmers have experienced a narrowing of the margin between cost and 
income, although in certain districts and with certain types of farming the 
depression has been much more acute than in others. The data herein 
presented provide a basis for assessing the relative claims of the various 
sections of producers. 

During the past six months conditions have altered considerably, and, 
on the whole, for the wofS&. Comparing the months January to June, I932, 
with the same period in I93I, an increase of IS per cent. in the cost· of 
feeding stuffs and a decrease of I3 per cent. in the price of livestock 
and livestock products, has occurred. It is true that cereal prices have 
risen slightly (about 6 per cent.), and that, as a result of the Wheat Act, 
I932, the current year's crop will realise a considerably higher figure than 
that of I93I. But it is probable that, on balance, the income of the 
majority of producers will be even less than last year. It is therefore 
important that developments should be carefully watched. 

This investigation has a further ilJr!' In future business methods 
must enter more largely into the f er s daily duties. The need for I 
the elimination of waste, whether of labour, capital, or materials, entails 
the recording of transactions, and the preparation and intelligent 
interpretation of financial statements. Interpretation by the . individual 
farmer of such statements will be facilitated by a kn<1wledge of the most 
important business factors in!lu~ncingj>rQJiJs, and of standards of measurement 
for these factors. At the present time the development of a technique of this 
nature is particularly urgent. 
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It remains only to give grateful acknowledgement first to those farmers 
'\r (more tha~ I,OOO in all) who so willingly and courteously contributed the 

information on 'which this' study is based, and secondly to the recorders whose 
arduous duty it was to collect the data. In this connection the C<H>peration 
of the Agricultural Organisers of the various counties must be specially 
mentioned, particularly that of Mr. J. Hunter-Smith (Hertfordshire), Mr. J. C. 
Leslie (Essex), and Mr. J. A. McMillan (Cambridgeshire), who, with their 
staffs, collected no less than one-quarter of the total farm records secured. 
But for this material assistance the study would have been much less 
comprehensive. 
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The following gentlemen assisted in th~ recording:-R. MeG. Carslaw, 
2" C. A. B. Caukwell, G. W.JChannon, R. Y. ~dwards, D. J. ->:Ewing, H. W. 
;; Gardner, T. A/Guest, R. P.~!lawkins, J.7Hunter-Smith"W. H:''kirkpatrick, _' 
1/ A. W. Menzies-Kitchin, J. W.-Reid, G. Ll.\1Rogers, R. N. Sadler, R. J. Scot{S

and S. F. Simmons!6 

Mr. T. J. Hunt has been responsible for much of the statistical analysis. 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY. 

July, I932. 
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"The purposes of scientific investigation in social science 
is the production of data which logical reasoning can apply 
to, and use in, the conduct of human affairs." 

J. C. COBB. 
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