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FOREWORD 
IT is natural, perhaps, at a time when unemployment in 
many of the great industries of the country is so great and 
so persi5tent, that the possibility of finding an outlet upon 
the land for many of the redundant workers in urban and 
mining industries should be considered. Oli the face of 
things, indeed, this should be something more than a 
possibility. 'Responsible statesmen have drawn attention 
to the disproportion of industrial and rural workers in 
Britain by contrast with other great countries, and they 
and other social economists have commented upon the 
persistence of the peasant farmer in all the older countries 
except our own. 

The facts cannot be refuted, but the interpretation of 
them commonly given is misleading. It ignores the 
economic evolution of Britain in the last I SO years, which 
eliminated so many of the peasant farmers. It takes no 
account of the dependence of this country on its export 
manufacturing trade, and on its carrying services. It 
overlooks the necessity imposed on non-industrialised 
countries for exporting agricultural produce. It forgets 
that a standard of living lower, and often far lower, than 
that which has been achieved by the rural workers in 
Britain is accepted in all the peasant-farming countries of 
the rest of the world. 

In the following pages, the authors have traced the 
history of attempts to re-settle the land in England, and 
they have indicated and discussed the limiting factors. 
It is no part of their purpose to discourage or 'discredit 
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the provIsIOn of smallholdings, but they are impressed 
with the danger of looking to land settlcme'nt as a means 
even of the smallest alleviation of industrial une.mploy
ment, and they feel that the advocacy which it has 
received cails for a reply. 

AGRICUL Tl'RAL ECONOMICI!I RESEARCH INSTITUT~ 
OXFORD. 
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c. s. O. 
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