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PREFACE 

FARM: M.urAGEMENT is the study of the business prin. 
ciples in farming. It may be defitted as the science of the 
organization and manage~n\ M~ farm enterprise for the 
purpose of securing the greatest continuous profit. 

Successful farming requires good judgment in choosing a 
farm and in deciding on a type of farming. It demands 
clear business organization and management for the efficient 
use of capital, labor, horses, and machinery. It requires 
. good judgment in buying and selling. 

The change from cheap land, hand tools, and farming to 
raise one's own food and clothing, to farming as a commer­
cial undertaking has come upon us so suddenly that business 
principles are not always well understood by farmers. Nor 
do those who nnderstand the application of such principles 
to city conditions often know how to apply them on the 
farm •. 

Long ages of experience and a generation of scientific re­
search have resulted in a fund of popular knowledge on how 
to raise crops and animals. But there is less background of 
tradition coneerning business methods on the farm, and col­
leges have given little attention to this kind of problems. 
The success of the individual farmer is as much dependent 
on the application of business principles as it is on crop 
yields and production of animals. 

The best way to find out what methods of farm organiza­
tion and management ara most successful is to study the 
methods now used and the profits secured on large numbers 
of farms, and determine how the more successiul ones differ 
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from the less successful, and find to which of the differences 
the success is due. After such principles are found, they 
need to be tested by use in reorganizing farms. 

The conclusions in this book are based. on investigations 
of the kind given above, and on cost accounts, census data, 
travel and study in different parts of the United States and 
experience in farming. It is hoped that the conclusions 
may be of use to farmers and students. 

In preparing the book the writer has received much aid 
from K. C. Livermore, who helped in working out some of 
the data and read all the manuscript, and with whom many 
of the points have been discussed. Acknowledgment is also 
due to A. L. Thompson and C. E. Ladd for reading. the 
manuscript and making many helpful suggestions. 

The Figures 2, 54, 55, and 56 were se'lJlred from the 
Minnesota Agricultural Experiment Station. Figures 8, 10, 
and 11 were furnished by the Office of Farm Management, 
United States Department of Agriculture. :Flgures 51 and 
101 were furnished by F. E. Dean of Grand Junction, Colo­
rado. W. O. Strong, Grove, Virginia, furnished Figure 69. 
Several figures were furnished by the New YOI.'k St"ltQ 
College of Agriculture. 

ITHACA, NEW YORKo 

February 22, 1918. 

G. F. ". ARRli!N 
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