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Co-operation began in London over a hundred years 
ago i Robert Owen helped its foundation i Socialists 
and Chartists and Reformers gave their aid i the 
Christian Socialists secured its legal status in the 
national life i the workmen of West and East Ham, 
Edmonton and West London maintained their co­
operative societies in the latter years of the nineteenth 
century. 

Out of the chaos following the Great War came 
the amalgamation of the co-operative societies of the 
North, East, and West into the London Co-operative 
Society that is now an effective force in commercial 
life i an exemplar in industrial organisation and employ­
ment; a guiding instrument in the educational, musical, 
literary, and artistic pleasures of its members; an 
awakener from apathy in civic affairs i and a persuadinjt 

. in8uence in modern politics. 
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FOREWORD. 

1 h/J'Oe fierier ltmlributel tJ fornoorl to any puhlicatio'l with 
trlme muiiness anl glaJness than 1 lo to this History oj the 
LonJon Co-oper.tiw Satiny. 

'fbe Elucation Committee tUSmle our th.nlu for so promptly 
tlSing the opportunity which tk- amalg.mations ha"e • .lforutl 
to'roe/J'Oe the thmds of Co-operatiw history in Lrnulon ifltO • 
ctmStnldirJe story. 

'fhl s&aion of the Author roas intketl " happy one, for 
Mr. W. H. B1'tJfOfI bas .n "nrirJallel lmor.oletlg, of both thl 
tr.Jilion anl f.m of Co-operatiw tkf1elopmmt in the Metropolis. 
'fbe lirJeI of the Author, .nl his father, prOflW an intimate .nl 
continuous conttJa with Co-operati"e thought anl anion 0f1er 

IrDo-thiru of th, periotl cOfIeretl in the book. HI is rich in 
barJing personally known mmlike LloytlJones, 'fom Hughes, 
.nl E. Y. NetJie, .nl barJinC bd the close frimJsbip of J. M. 
LuJIoro, G. J. Ho/youe, E. o. Greming, Mr. Bm Jones, 
.nl • bOIf of otber pn-s01JtJlilies roho barJe giflnl their tlistin"i", 
ctmtrilJution to Co-operation in th, Capilal City. 

'fhl story f1i"idJy usmbes the "ieissituJe oj Co-operation 
irs LonJon. 'fbe reMbing oul of the Pioneer minds kyonl th, 
possible mporss, oj their tlay .nl gmn-.tion; 1M tlisillusion­
ment .nl .ppMent f.ilur, NC.US' of ,hi tJhsme, oj matn'ial 
resubs at pminJar limn; .nl trJmtutJlly th, tmn-gme, oj th, 
stimulating f." of th, IntkWUdibility of tb, lu •• 

'fbe r.oonJ.nful tntbusiasm of Lontlors's ,.r/y Co-operators 
,.usetl them to mtJk, oj Co-operation tJ magnificent tUclaration 
oj principles. Perb.ps tJ contributory ,.tIS, of their failur, roas 
their inability to re.Jis, that boweHr gr.nl the lutJI it must 
touch the tlaily routine of life to becoml re.JistJhle. 

F .ilure in th, aeeeptetl sem, doggetl " multitutk of euly 
efforts until, tMough th, Ira".il oj ,xperienu, Co-oper.tion took 
root in the more molest .nl bumble efforts oj mm .nl womm 
r.o.hose fUlmtS will fierier /Je red in our history /Jooks, /Jut fOhosl 
IJveI tJnl tUeu are just as intimately roOflnl into the .tcomplish­
ments oj to-tla, as th, thinkers rohos, fUlmlS ar, known to tIS. 



10 Forr:tIJord. 

. E"m U;, polici,s which suuml often ao so hecaus, of th, 
,haradel' which opposition fOt'ms. So who can, ot' wouLl wish, 
to ass,ss U;, "alUl of u;is or u;at contriDution to U;, caus, of 
'Progr'ss 1 

.As I ,.,aa this History ana U;, IfJmu which recall th, past, 
II whole host of men ana women who ha", play,a U;,ir part w,ll 
IIpp,ar to step into ana emblazon its pages. Let us 1JIfJIt' forget 
that it is th, mass of unrecOt'ded 'fforts which la,.gely cont,.ibutes 
to U;, suec,ss of our great aemocratic mOfJemmts. 

History usually shines a st,.ong light on U;, personality of 
U;, pioneers. Perhaps U;, most useful lelson which ou,. Co­
operati", Pioneers teach us is 10 ,.,alis, that U;'Y wer, men who 
brok, with th, traJitions, customs, ana aogmas of u;,ir aay-

- ana thought ana lIetea fOt' thtmseloes. 
~herefo,. .. lrl us, as Co-operatOt's, keep our minds r",pti", 

to U;, knowleag, U;at u;er, is pioneering fOOt'k to h, done in ,ach 
gmeration • 

.Although th, progr'ss made is ,xhila,.ating, LonJon is not 
yet won for Co-operation. It is true that U;, foundations a,., 
heing well laid, hut th, figu,.es of memhership, t,.aJ" ana 
capital 4,., infinitesimal to what u;ey must hecome hefOt'e w, can 
say th, p,.emier City of th, WOt'Ll is the Co-oper4ti", Heart 
of II Co-operati'O, N 4tion. 

It was one, toLl to me U;ar Bismarck, whm a,.i'Oing th,.ough 
U;, streets of Lonaon, said: .. What II City to Sack I" I 1JI'Oer 
rid, through th, miles of London's st,.,ets ana SUt"Oey U;e mJless 
rang' of siops IIna husiness,s helonging to P,.i'Oate Enterpris" 
in which IfJm to-day th, inf,.equent Co-oper4ti'O, Sto,., appea,.s 
to h, a democratic Oasis in U;, D,sert of Capitalism, without 
thinking ;- ,-

"What II City to win to Co-operationl'· 
~h, Londan Co-operati'O, Society is U;, material manifestation 

of th, flision of u;os, wonderful souls of a huna,.ea years ago, ana 
it is an instrument cap4hle of completing our task. Truly, 
LonJon Co-'OperatOt's hau, II Past 'Of which they aI', proud. Th, 
pr'slnt is full 'Of j'Oyful achilfJtmI1Jt. Let us Sll to it that pur 
futU,., is Upw4,.ds, Onwa,.ds, towaras U;, C'O-'Operatifl'. Common-

w,alth. ALFRED B.ARNES. 


