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PREFACE. 
10. 

WHEN I had the honour to lay the two papers which 
have expanded into this volume before the Society 
of Antiquaries, it was with a confession and an 
apology which, in publishing and dedicating to them 
this Essay, I now repeat. 

I confessed to having approached the subject not as 
an antiquary but as a student of Economic History J 
and even with a directly political interest. To learn 
the meaning of the old order of thingsJ with its 
'community' 'and 'equality' as a key to a right 
understanding of the new order of things, with its 
contrasting individual independence and inequalitYJ 
this was the object which in the first instance 
tempted me to poach upon antiquarian manors, and 
it must be my apology for treating from an economic 
point of view a subject which has also an antiquarian 
interest. 

, To statesmen, whether of England or of the new 
Englands across the oceans, the importance can 
hardly be over-estimated of a sound appreciation of 
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the nature of that remarkable economic evolution 
in the course of which the great English speaking 
nations have, 80 to speak~ become charged in our 
time with the trial of the experiment-let us hope. 
also with the solution of the problem-of freedom 
and democracy, using the words in the highest political 
sense as the antipodes of Paternal Government and 
Communism. 

Perhaps, without presumption, it may be said that 
the future happiness of the human race-the success 
or failure of the planet-is in no small degree 
dependent upon the ultimate course of what seems, 
to us at least, to be the main stream of human pro
gress, upon whether it shall be guided by the fore
sight of statesmen into safe channels or misguided, 
diverted, or obstructed, till som'e great social or 
political convulsion proves that its force and its direc
tion have been misunderstood. 

It may indeed be but too true that, in spite of the 
economic lessons of the past-

The weary Titan! with deaf 
Ears, and labour dimmed eyes, 
Regarding neither to right 
Nor lefl;, goes passively by. 
Staggering on to her goal; 
Bearing on shoulders immense, 
Atlantean, the load, 
WeI1nigh not to be borne, 
Of the too vast orb of her rate. 

And she may continue to do so, however clearly 
and truthfully the economic lessons of the past may 
be dinned into her ear. But still the deep sense I 
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have endeavoured to describe in these few sentences 
of the importance of a sound understanding of English 
Economic History as the true basis of much of the 
practical politics of the future will be accepted, I 
trust, as a sufficient reason why, ill-furnished as I 
have constantly found myself for the task, I should 
have ventured to devote some years of scant leisure 
to the production of this imperfect Essay. 

It is simply an attempt to set English Economic 
History upon right lines at its historical commence
ment by trying to solve the still open question 
whether it began with the freedom or with the 8erf
dom of the masses of the people-whether the village 
communities living in the 'hams' and 'tons' of 
England were, at the outset of English history, free 
village communities or communities in 8erfdom under 
a manorial lordship; and further, what were their 
relation!! to the tribal communities of the Western 
and less easily conquered portions of the island. 

On the answer to this question depends funda
mentally the view to be taken by historians (let us 
say by politicians also) of the nature of the economic 
evolution which has taken place in England since the 
English Conquest. If answered in one way, English 
Economic History begins with free village communities 
which gradually degenerated into the serfdom of the 
Middle Ages. If answered in the other way,it begins 
with the serfdom of the masses of the rural popula
tion under Saxon rule-a serfdom from which it has 
taken 1,000 years of English economic evolution to 
set them free. 
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Much learning and labour have already been ex
pended upon this question, and fresh light has been 
recently streaming in upon it from many sides. 

A real flash of light was struck when German 
students perceived the conn~xion between the widely 
prevalent common or open field system of husbandry, 
and the village community which for centuries had 
used it as a shell. Whatever may be the ultimate 
verdict upon G. L. von Maurer's theory of the German 
'mark,' there can be no doubt of its service as a 
working hypothesis by means of which the study 
of the economic problem has been materially ad
vanced. 

A great step was taken as regards the English 
problem when Mr. Kemble, followed by Mr. Freeman 
and others, attempted to trace in English constitu
tional history the development of ancient German 
free institutions, and to solve the English problem 
upon the lines of the German' mark.' The merit of 
this attempt will not be destroyed even though doubt 
should be thrown upon the correctness of this 
suggested solution of the problem, and though other 
and non-German elements should prove to have been 
larger factors in English economic history. The 
caution observed by 'Professor Stubbs in the early 
chapters of his great work on English Constitutional 
History may be said to have at least reopened the 
question whether the German 'mark system' ever 
really took root in England. 

Another step was gained on somewhat new lines 
when Professor Nasse, of Bonn, pointed out to English 
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students (who hitherto hacl not realised the fact) that 
the English and German land systems were the same, 
and that in England also the open-field system of 
husbandry was the shell of the medireval village com
munity. The importance of this view is obvious, 
and it is to be regretted that no English student h~s 
as yet followed it up by an adequate examination of 
the remarkably rich materials which lie at the dis
posal of English Economic History. 

A new flash of light at once lit up the subject 
and greatly widened its interest when Sir Henry S. 
Maine, carrying with him to India his profound insight 
into 'Ancient Law,' recognised the fundamental 
analogies bntween the 'village communities' of the 
East and the' West, and sought to use actually sur
vivhig Indian institutions as typical representatives 
of ancient stages of similar Western ~stitutions. Un
doubtedly much more light may be looked for from 
the same direction. 

Further, Sir Henry S. Maine has opened fresh 
ground, and perhaps (if he will permit me to say so) 
even to some extent narrowed the area within which 
the theory of archaic free village communities can 
be applied, by widenin~ the range of investigation in 
yet another direction. in his lectures on the ' Early 
History of Institutions' he has turned his telescope 
upon the tribal communities, and especially the ' tribal 
system' of the Brehon laws, and tried to dissolve 
parts of its mysterious nebulre into stars-a work in 

, which he has been followed by Mr. W. F. Skene 
with results which give a peculiar interest to the third 
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volume of that learned writer's valuable work on 
I Celtic, Scotland.' 

Lastly, under the close examination of Dr. Landau 
and Professors Hanssen and Meitz en, the open-field 
system itself has been found in Germany to take 
several distinct forms, corresponding, in part at least, 
with differences in economic conditions, if not directly 
with various stages in economic development, from 
the early tribal to the later manorial system. 

It is very much to be desired that the open-field 
system of the various districts of France should be 
carefully studied in the same way. An examination 
of its widely extended modern remains could hardly 
fail to throw important light upon the contents of the 
cartularies which have been published in the' Collec
tion de Documents Inedits sur l'histoire de France: 
amongst which the 'Polyptique d'Irminon: with 
M. Guerard's invaluable preface, is pre-eminently 
useful. 

In the meantime, whilst students had perhaps been 
too exclusively absorbed in working in the rich mine 
of early German institutions, Mr. Coote has done 
service in recalling attention in his ' Neglected Fact 
in English History' and his' Romans of Britain' to 
the evidences which remain of the survival of Roman 
influences in English institutions, even though it may 
be true that some of his conclusions may require re
consideration. The details of the later Roman pro
vincial government, and of the economic conditions 
of the German and British provinces, remain so 
obscure even after the labours of Mommsen. Mar-
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quardt, and Madvig, that he who attempts to build 
a bridge across the gulf of the Teutonic conquests 
between Roman and English institutions still builds it 
somewhat at a venture. 

It is interesting to find that problems connected 
with early English and German Economic History are 
engaging the careful and independent research also 
of American students. The contributions of Mr. 
Denman Ross, of Cambridge, Massachusetts, and 
Professor Allen, of the University of Wisconsin, will 
be welcomed by fellow-students of these questions' in 
the old country. 

It has seemed to me tha~ the time may have 
come when an inquiry directed strictly' upon 
economic lines, and carefully following the English 
evidence, might strike a light. of its own, in the 
strength of which the various side lights might 
perhaps be gathered together and some clear result 
obtained, at least as regards the' main course of 
economic evolution in England. 

The English, like the Continental village com
munity, as we have said, inhabited a- shell-an open
field system-into the nooks and corners of which it 
was curiously bound and fitted, and from which it 
was apparently ins.eparable. 

The remains of this cast-off shell still survive in 
parishes where no Enclosure Act happens to- have 
swept them away. The common or open field system 
can even now be studied on the ground within the town~ 
ship in which I am writing as well as in many others. 
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Men. are still living who have held and worked farms 
under its inconvenient rules, and who know .the 
meaning of its terms and eccentric details. Making 
use of this circumstance the method pursued in this 
Essay will be, first, to become familiar with the little 
distinctive marks and traits of the English open
field system,80 that they may be readily recognised 
wherever they present themselves; and then, pro
ceeding from the known to the unknown, carefully 
to trace back the shell by searching and watching 
for its marks and traits as far into the past as evi
dence can be found. Using the knowledge so 
acquired about the shell as the key, the inquiry will 
turn upon its occupant. Examining how the medireval· 
English village community in serfdom fitted itself into 
the shell, and then again working back from the 
known to the unknown, it may be perhaps possible 
to discern whether, within historIcal times, it once 
had been free, or whether its serfdom was as old as 
the shell. 

The relation of the 'tribal system' in Wales, in 
Ireland, and in Germany to the open-field system, 
and so also to the village community, will be a 
necessary branch of the inquiry. It will embrace 
also both the German and the Roman sources of 
serfdom and of the manorial system of land manage
ment. 

It may at least be possible that Economic History 
may sometimes find secure stepping stones over what 
may be impassable gulfs in constitutional history; 
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and it·. obviously does not follow that a continuity 
tost, perhaps, to the one may not have been pre
served by the other. The result of a strictly economic 
inquiry may. as already suggested, prove that more 
things went to the 'making of England' than were 
imported in the keels of the English invaders of 
Britain. But whatever the result-whatevel' modifi
cations of former theories the facts here brought 
into view, after full consideration by others, may 
suggest-I trust that this Essay will not be regarded 
as controversial in its aim or its spirit. I had rather 
that it were accepted simply as fellow-work, as a 
stone added at the eleventh hour to a structure in 
the building of which others, some of whose names I 
have mentioned, have laboured during the length 
and heat of the day. 

In conclusion, I have to tender my best thanks 
to Sir Henry S. Maine for the kind interest he has 
taken, and the sound advice he has given, during the 
preparation of this Essay for the press; also to Mr. 
Elton, for similar unsolicited help generously given. 
To my friend George von Bunsen, and to Professor 
Meitzen, of Berlin, I am deeply indebted as regards 
the German branches of my subject, and to Mr. T. 
Hodgkin and Mr. H. Pelham as regards the Roman 
side of it. For the ever ready assistance of my 
friend Mr. H. Bradshaw, of Cambridge, Mr. Selby, of 
the Record Office, and Mr. Thompson, of the British 
Museum, in reference to the manuscripts under their 
charge, I cannot be too grateful. Nor must I omit 
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to acknowledge the care with which Messrs. Stuart 
Moore and Kirk have undertaken for me the task or 
revising the text 'and translations of the many ex
tracts from medireval documents contained in this 
volume 

F. SEEBOHM. 
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APPENDIX. 

rHE MANOR OF HITCHIN (PORTMAN AND FOREIGN) IN THE 
COUNTY OF HERTFORD. 

I AT the Court [Leet and] of the View of Frank pledge 
I of our Sovereign Lord the King with the General Court 
I Baron of William Wilshere, Esquire, Lord Firmar of the 
, said manor of his Majesty, holden in and for the manor 
'aforesaid, on Thursday, the twenty-first day of October, 
, One thousand eight hundred and nineteen, Before Joseph 
, Eade, Gentleman, Steward of the said manor, and by ad
'journment on Monday, the first day of November next 
, fqllowing, before the said Joseph Eade, the Slleward afore
, said. 

, The jurors for our Lord the King and the Homage of 
, this Court having diligently enquired into the boundaries, 
, extent, rights, jurisdictions, and customs of the said manor, 
, and the rights, powers, and duties of the lord and tenants 
, thereof, and having also enquired what lands in the town4 

, ship of Hitchin and in the hamlet of Walsworth respectively 
, within this manor are subject to common of pasture for the 
< commonable cattle of the occupiers of messuages, cottages, 
, and land within the said township and hamlet respectively, 
, and for what descriptions and- number of cattle, and at what 
, times of the year and in what manner such rights of com
, mon are by the custom of this manor to be exercised, and 
, what payments are by such custom due in respect thereof, 
I they do upon their oaths find and present as follows :-

'That the manor comprises the township of Hitchin alld 
I the hamlet of Walsworth, in the parish of Hitchin, the 

1819. 
Oct. 21. 
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, lesser manors of the Rectory of Hitchin, of Moremead, 
, otherwise Charlton, and of the Priory of the Biggin, .being 
, comprehended within the boundaries of the said manor of 
, Hitchin, which also extends into the hamlets of Langley 
, and Preston in the said parish of Hitchin, and into the 
• parishes of Ickleford, Ippollitts, Kimpton, Kingswalden, 
'and OfHey. 

'That the following are the boundaries of the township 
, of Hitchin with the hamlet of Walsworth (that is to say), 
, beginning at Orton Head, proceeding from thence to Bur
, ford Ray, and from thence to a water mill called Hide Mill, 
, and from thence to Wilberry Hills; ,from thence to a place 
, called Bossendell, from thence to a water mill called Pur
, well Mill, and from thence to a brook or river called Ippol
C litts' Brook, and from thence to Maydencroft Lane, and 
, from thence to a place called Wellhead, and from thence to 
, a place called Stubborn Bush, and from thence to a place 
'called OfHey Cross, and from thence to Five Borough 
, Hills, and from thence back to Orton Head, where. the 
, boundaries commenced. And that all the land in the 
, parish of Hitchin lying on the north side of the ~iver which 
C runneth from Purwell Mill to Hide Mill is within the ham
, let of Walsworth, and that the following lands on the south 
, side of the same river are also within the same hamlet of 
C Walsworth (vizt.), Walsworth Common, containing about 
'fourteen acres; the land of Sir Francis Sykes called the 
C Leys, on the south side of Walsworth Common, containing 
, about. four acres; the land of 'William Lucas and Joseph 
• Lucas, called the Hills, containing about two acres; and 
, nine acres or thereabouts, part of the land of Sir Francis 
• Sykes, called the Shadwells, the residue of the land called 
, the Shadwells on the north side of the river. 

, That the lord of the manor of Hitchin hath Court Leet 
, View of Frank pledge and COurt Baron, and that the juris
C diction of the Court Leet and View of Frank pledge ex
, tendeth over the whole of the township of Hitchin and the 
, hamlet of Walsworth. That a Court Leet and' Court of the 
• View of FraJik pledge and Great Court Baron are accus
r tomed to be holden for the said manor within one month 
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• after the Feast of Saint Michael the Archangel in every 
, year, and may also be holden within one month after the 
• Feast of Easter. And that general or special Courts Baron 
• and customary Courts are' holden at the pleasure of the lord 
• or of his steward. 

, That in the Court Leet yearly holden after the Feast of 
, St. Michael the Archangel the jurors for our Lord the King 
, are accustomed to elect and present to the lord two con
, stables and six headboroughs (vizt.), two headboroughs for 
, Bancroft Ward, two for Bridge Ward, and two for Tilehouse 
, Street Ward (each such constable and headborough having 
, right and being bound to execute the office through the 
'whole leet), and likewise two ale conners, two leather 
, searchers and sealers, and a bellman who is also the watch
, man and cryer of the town. And they present that Ban
, croft Ward contains Bancroft Street, including the Swan 
'Inn, Silver Street, Portmill Lane, and the churchyard, 
'church and vicarage house, and the alley leading out of 
'Bancroft now called Quaker's Alley. That Bridge Ward 
, contains the east and north sides of the market place, and 
'part of the south side thereof to the house of John Whitney, 
, formerly called the Maidenhead Inn, Mary's Street, other
, wise Angel Street, now called Sun Street, Bulf Street, now 
'called Bridge Street, to the river; Bull Corner, Back 
, Street, otherwise Dead Street, from the south to the north 
'extremities thereof; Biggin Lane with the Biggin and 
, Hollow Lane. And that Tilehouse Street Ward contains 
'Tilehouse Street, Bucklersbury to the Swan Inn, and the 
, west side and the remainder of the south side of the market ' 
, place. 

PRESENTMENTS OF THE HOMAGE. 

, And the Homage of this Court do also further present 
, that freeholders holding of the said manor do pay to the 
, lord by way of relief upon the death of the preceding tenant Reliefs. 

, one year's quitrent, but that nothing is due to the lord 
, upon the alienation of freehold. ' 

, That the fines npon admissions of copyholders, whether Fines on 

• by descent or purchase" are, and beyond the memory of ~is-
. SIODB. 
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, man have been, certain (to wit), half a year's quitrent; and 
, that where any number of tenants are admitted jointly in 
, one copy, no greater fine than one half year's quitrent is 
, due for the admission of all the joint tenants. 

'The Homage also present that by the custom of the 
, manor the customary tenants may without licence let their 
, copyholds for three years and no longer, but that they may 
e by licence of the lord let the same for any term not ex
, ceeding twenty-one years'; and that the lord is upon every 
, such licence entitled to a fine of one' year's quitreilt of the 
, premises to be demised. . 

, The Homage present that the freehold tenants of the 
, said manor forfeit their estates to the lord thereof for 
, treason and for murders and other felonies; and that the 
, copyholders forfeit their estates for the like crimes, and for 
, committing or suffering their copyholds to be wasted, for 
e wilfully refusing to perform their services, and for leasing 
, their copyholds for more than three years without licence. 

'The Homage also present that by the custom of this 
, manor copyholds are granted by copy or court roll for the 
e term of forty years, and that a tenant outliving the 
e said term is entitled to be re-admitted -for the like term 
, upon payment of the customary fine of half a year's quit
e rent. 

e The Homage present that there are no heriots due or 
, payable to the lord of this manor for any of the tenements 
e holden thereof. 

e The Homage also present that all woods, underwoods, 
e and trees growing upon the copyhold lands holden of the 
, said manor were by King James the First, by his Letters 
e Patent, under the Great Seal of England, bearing date the 
, fourteenth day of March, in the 6th year of his reign (in 
, consideration of two hundred and sixty-six pounds sixteen 
e shillings paid to his Majesty's use), granted to Thomas 
C Goddesden and Thomas Chapman, two copyholders of the 
, said manor, and their heirs and assigns, in trust to the use 
• of themselves and the rest of ·the copyholders of the said 
, manor; and that the copyhold tenants of the said manor 
'are by virtue of such grant entitled to cut all timber and 
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'other trees growing on their copyholds, and to dispose 
• thereof at their will. 

'The Homage also present that no toll has ever been 
, paid or ought to be. paid for any kind of corn or grain sold 
I in the market of Hitckin. 

'They also present that from the time whereof the 
, memory of man is not to the contrary, the lord of thi.s 
, manor has been used to find and provide a common pound 
• and stocks for the use of the tenants of this manor. 

I And the Homage do further present that by the custom 
. ( of this manor the lord may, with the consent of the Homage, 
, grant by copy of court roll any part of the waste thereof, to 
, be holden in fee according to the custom of the manor, at 
• a reasonable rent and by the customary services, or may 
, with such consent grant or demise the same for any lesser 
, estate or interest. 

COMMONS WITffiN THE TOWNSffiP OF ffiTCHIN. 

• And the Homage of this Court do further present that 
C the commonable la.nd within the manor and township of 
, Hitchin consists of-

Grain solei 
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'Divers parcels of ground called the Green Commons, 1st. Green 

, the soil whereof remains in the lord of the said manor (that ~o::ons 
, is to say) :. town.shil? 

• Butts Close, Containmg eight acres or thereabouts; ofR,tchm. 

, Orton Mead, containing forty acres or thereabouts, exclu-
, sively of the Haydons, and extending from the Old Road 
'from Hitchin to Pirton by Orton Head Spring west unto 
'the way which passes through Orton Mill Yard east; and 
, that the Haydons on the east of the last mentioned way, 
• conta.ining four acres or thereabouts, are parts of the same 
, common, and include a parcel of grollnd containing one 
'rood and thirteen perches or thereabouts adjoining the 
, river, which have been fenced from the rest of the common 
, by Samuel Allen; and the ground called the Plats lying 
• between Bury Mead and Cock Mead, containing two acres 
, or thereabouts, including the slip of ground between the 
• river and the way leading to the mill of the said John 
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'Ransom, lately called Burnt Mill, and now called Grove 
, Mill, . which' hath been fenced off and planted by John 
, Ransom. 

, And of the lands of divers persons called the Lammas 
, Meadows in Cock Mead, which contain eighteen acres or 
, thereabouts, and in Bury Mead, which contains forty-five 
'acres or thereabouts, including a parcel of land of the Rev. 
, W oollaston Pym, clerk, called Old Hale. 

, And of the open and unenclosed land within the several 
, common fields, called Purwell Field, Welshman's Croft, Bur
, ford Field, Spital Field, Moremead Field, and Bury Field. 

, That the occupier of every ancient messuage or cottage 
, within the township of Hitchin hath a right of common for 
'such cattle and at such times as are hereinafter specified 
• upon the Green Commons and the Lammas Meadows, but 
, no person ~ath any right of common within this township 
, as appurtenant to or in respect of any messuage or cottage 
, built since the expiration of the 13th year of the reign of 
, Queen Elizabeth, unless the same shall have been erected 
, on the site of an ancient messuage then standing. 

, That any person having right of common in respect of 
, the messuage or cottage in his actual occupation may turn 
, on the Green Commons and the Lammas Meadows two 
, cows and one bullock, or cow calf under the age of two 
, years. 

, That the rectors impropriate of the rectory of the parish 
, of Hitchin or their lessees of the said rectory are bound to 
, find a bull for the cows ofthe said township,and to go with 
, the herd thereof, and that no other bull or bull calf may be 
, turned on the commons. 

, That Butts Close is the sole cow common from the 6th 
, day of April, being Old Lady-day inclusive. to the 12th day 
, of May also inclusive, and after that time is useu tor col
, lecting in the morning the herd going out to the other 
, commons. 

, That Orton Mead, including the Haydons, is an open 
'common upon and from the thirteenth day of May, called 
, Old May-day, till the fourteenth day of February, called 
, Old Candlemas Day. 
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• That the Plats are an open common upon and from 
• Whitsunday till the 6th day of April. 

, That Cock Mead and Bury Mead became commonable 
, on the thirteenth day of August, called Old Lammas Day, 
, and continue open till the 6th day of April. 

'That the common fields called Bury Field andW elsh
, man's Croft are commonable for cows only from the time 
, when the corn is cut and carried therefrom until the twelfth 
'day of November, called All Saints', and that the close of 
, Thomas Wilshire, gentleman, called Bury Field Close, is part 
• of the common field called Bury Field, and the closes of 
• John Crouch Priest, called Ickleford Closes, are part of 
, Welshman's Croft, and are respectively commonable at the 
, same times with the other parts of such respective common 
, fields. 

, That every occupier of an ancient messuage or cottage 
'hath right of common upon the Green Commons, except 
'Butts Close, for one gelding from and after the thirteenth 
, day of August until the fourteenth day of February. 

, That no person entitled to common for his cattle may 
, turn or suffer the same to remain on any of the commons 
'between the hours of six in the evening and sii in the 
• morning. 

, That it is the duty of the Homage at every Great Court 
, Baron holdennen after the Feast of St. Michael to appoint 
• a herdsman for this township, and that every commoner 

. 'turning his cows upon the commons is bound to pay a 
, reasonable sum, to be from time to time assessed by the 
, Homage, for the expenses of scouring the ditches, repairing 
, the fences and hedges, and doing other necessary works for 
, the' preservation of the commons and for the wages of the 
'herdsman. And the Homage of this Court assess and present 
, such payments at one shilling for every head of cattle 
, turned on the commons, payable by each commoner on the 
'first day in every year on which he shall turn his cattle 
, upon the commons, to be paid to the foreman of the Homage 
, of the preceding Court Baron, and applied in and towards 
, such expenses. And that the further sum of threepence he 
, paid on Monday weekly for every head of cattle which auy 

G G 
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• commoner shall turn or keep on the commons for the wages 
, of the herdsman. 

, That the cattle to be depastured on the commons ought 
, to be delivered or sent by the owners to Butts Close between 
, the hours of six and eight of the morning from the sixth 
, day of April to the eleventh day of October, both inclusive; 
'and after the eleventh of October between the hours of 
, seven and nine of the morning. And that it is the duty of 
'the herdsman to attend there during such hours, and to 
'receive into his care the cattle brought to him, and to 
, conduct them to the proper commons, and to attend and 
, watch them there during the day, and to return them to 
, the respective owners at six o'clock in the evening or as 
, near thereto as may be; but no cow which is not brought 
'to the herdsman within the hours before appointed for 
, collecting the herd is considered as part of the herd or to 
, be under the herdsman's care; and· that no horned cattle 
• .ought to be received into the herd without sufficient knobs 
, on their horns. 

SHEEP COMMONS. 

, That every occupier of unenclosed land in any of the 
, common fields of the said township hath common of pasture 
, for his sheep levant and couchant thereon over the residue 
, of the unenclosed land in the same common field, in every 
, year from the time when the corn is cut and carried until 
, the same be again sown with corn, and during the whole of 
, the fallow season, save that no sheep may be depastured on 
, the land in Bury Field and Welshman's Croft between the 
'harvest and the twelfth day of November, the herbage 
, thereof from the harvest to the twelfth day of November 
, being reserved for the cows. 

, That the common fields within the township of Hitchin 
, have immemorially been and ought to be kept and culti
, vated in three successive seasons of tilthgrain, etchgrain, 
, and fallow. 

, That the last fallow season of Purwell Field and Welsh
, man's Croft was from the harvest of 1816 until the wheat 
, sowiug in the autumn of 1817; and that the fallow season 
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• of those fields commenced again at the close of the last 
, harvest. That the last fallow season of Burford Field and 
, Spital Field was from the harvest of the year 1817 until the 
, wheat sowing in the autumn of the year 1818. And the 
, last fallow season of Moremead Field and Bury Field was 
, from the harvest of 1818 until the wheat sowing of 1819. 

, That no person hath any right of common for sheep on 
, any of the Green Commons or Lammas ground within this 
, township except on Old Hale and on the closes of John 
, Crouch Priest, called Ickleford Closes, whiQh are common
, able for sheep at the same time with the field called Welsh
I man's Croft. 

'The Homage find and present that every owner and Right of 
I every occupier of land in any of the common fields of this e:-c~o8ure 

• • • gIVIng up 
'townShIP may at hIS wIll and pleasure enclose and fence right of 

, any of his land lying in the common fields of this township commOD. 

, (other than and except land in Bury Field and Welshman's 
, Croft), and may, so long as the same shall remain so enclosed 
, and fenced, hold such land, whether the same belong to one 
'or to more than one proprietor, exempt from any right or 
, power of any other owner or occupier of land in the said 
I township to common or depasture his sheep on the land so 
I enclosed and fenced (no right of common on other land 
I being claimed in respect of the land so enclosed and fenced). 

, The Homage also find and present that the commonable 
, lands in the hamlet of Walsworth within this manor con
I sist of-

, A parcel of meadow ground called Walsworth Common, Walsworth 

I containing fourteen acres or thereabouts, the soil whereof CommOD 

, remains in the lord of the manor. 
I And of certain parcels of meadow called Lammas 

, Meadow (that is to say), the Leys, part of the estate of Sir 
'Francis Sykes adjoining to Walsworth Common, and con
, taining four acres or thereabouts; Ickleford Mead, contain
'ing two acres or thereabouts;· Ralph's Pightle, adjoining 
I to Highover Moor, containing one acre or thereabouts, 
I Woolgroves, containing three acres or thereabouts, lying 
, near to the mill of John Ransom, heretofore called Burnt 
, Mill, and now called Grove Mill. 

009 
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. • A close called the Hills, containing two acrell 01' 
• thereabouts, on the west side of the road from Hitchin to 
• Baldock, and a parcel of land called the Sbadwells on the 
, east side of the same road, and divided by the river, con
, taining twelve acres or thereabouts. 

'And they find and present that four several parcels of 
'land hereinafter described have been by John Ransom en
, closed and fenced out from the said Lammas ground called 
, Woolgroves, and are now by him held in Reveralty. 

, And that the same are and always have heen parts of 
, the commonable land of the said hamlet (to wit): A piece 
; of land containing twenty-one perches or thereabouts on 
, the south-west side of the present course of the river, and 
, between the same and the old course; a piece of land 
, containing twelve perches or thereabouts, now by the altera:. 
, tion of the course of the river surrounded by water; a piece 
, of land on the north-east side of W oolgroves, containing 
, one rood and twenty-two perches or thereabouts; and a 
, piece of land at the south-east corner of W oolgroves, con-
, taining one rood or thereabouts. . 

, And the Homage find and present that the occupier of 
, every ancient messuage or cottage within the hamlet of 
• Walsworth hath a right to turn and depasture on the com
I monable land thereof, in respect of and as appurtenant to 
, his messuage or cottage, two cows and a bullock or yearling 
, cow calf upon and from the thirteenth day of May, called 
, Old May-daYJ until the sixth day of April, called Old Lady
I day, and one horse upon and from the said thirteenth day 
I of May until the thirteenth day of August, called Old 
, Lammas-day, and hath a right to turn the like number of 
I cattle upon the Lammas ground in Walsworth upon and 
, from Old Lammas-day until Old Lady-day. That no person 
, hath a right to common or turn any sheep upon the said 
'common called Walsworth Commons, and that no sheep 
'may be turned on the Lammas ground of Walsworth be
, tween Old I.ammas-day and the last day of November. 

, The Homage also present that it is the duty of the 
'Homage of this Court at every Great Court Baron yearly 
, holden nen after the Feast of St. l\fic~ael, upon the appli-
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, cation and request of any of the persons entitled to common 
'the cattle upon the commons within the hamlet of Wals
, worth, to appoint a herdsman for the said hamlet, and to 
, fuJ; and assess a reasonable sum to be paid to him for his 
, wages, and also a reasonable sum to be paid by the com
, moners for draining and fencing the commons. 

, This Court was then adjourned to Monday, the first day 
, of November next. 

, Signed THOS. "JEEVES (Foreman). 
SAMUEL SMITH; 
JOHN MARSHALL. 
WILLM. DUNNAGE. 
WM. BLOOM. 
ROBT. NEWTON. 
WILLM. HALL. 
WM. MARTIN. 

THOS. WALLER. 
GEO. BEAVER. 
W. SWORDEB. 

JOHN MOORE. 
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ACR 

A ORE, the' selio,' or strip in the open 
field (40 lC hods), 3, 106, 386. A 

day's work in ploughing, 124. Rea
Ion of its shape, 124. Welsh acre, 
u,'Erw' 

Ag"'", ag.U ... , agellulw, territory of a 
manor, 167 

Ager puhliofJ.B, tenants on, 272-288. 
Tendencies towards manorial methods 
of lIlBDBgement, 300, 308 

.tfgri decumatu, occupied by Alamannic 
tribes, 282-288. Position of tenants 
on, 311 

.tfgri occupatlWii, with irregular bound
aries, 277, and sometimes scattered 
oWDership, :178 

"grimemoru (Roman), methods of cen
turiation, 260, 276, 279 

"iUt, or altuti. 888' Taeog.' Compare 
Aldiones of Lombardic Laws and 
Saxon' althud '= foreigner, 281 

.4laman,.i, German tri bes, offshoots of, 
Hermunduri, Thuringi, &c., 282. 
Some deported into Britain, 286. 
Conquered by Jnlian, 286 

"lfreti elul (heat, his fonndiug the New 
Minster at Winchester, 160. Services 
of serfs on his manor of Hys.eburne, 
162. His sketch of growth of a new 
/iam, 169. His Boethius quoted, 168 

.4molw, fee on marriage offemales under 
Welsh laws, 196 

.4f11lecma, day work of serf under 
Bavarian laws same shape as English 
acre, 826, 386, 391 

.411gaf"itJI a,.ti para"gaM, carrying or 
post-horse services ( ... Roman • sor
elida munera'), 297, and 80 anyforced 
Bervice, 298. Manorialserrices, 324-
327 

",.wander, Germau • headland,' 381 
","cAlm/dd, in Wales, survey of, in 

Domesday Book, 182, 206-7 

BOV 

.4veragium manorial carrying service 
from avera or affri, beasts of burden, 
298, ,..; at Bleadon, 67 

BALK, the unploughed turf between 
two acre strips in the open fields, 

4; in • Piers the Plowman,' 19; in 
Cambridge terrier, 20; in Welsh 
laws, 110; a Welsh word, 382 

Ballih~togh, cluster of 16 taths or 
homesteads, 216-224 

BaUg, Irish townland, 221, 223 
Batt'" .4hhey Beoortis (A.D. 1284-7). "9 
Betls, complaint of lavish grants of 

manors to monasteri8B, 168 
Bou, Welsh Law of, 207 
Bem-work or Boon-work. 8 .. Precarie 
Black Death, 20; inll.uence on villen-

age, 31 
Bac·land, land of inheritance perma.

n@ntly made over by charter or deed, 
168,171 . 

BolrJon Book (A.D. 1183), evidence of, 
68-72 

Book 0/ St. Cload, Welsh charters in 
margins of, 209 

Bootk8, making of, by villani, for fairs 
of St. Cuthbert, 71 

Bordari;, or cottagerl (from • bord,' a 
cottage), 76; in Domesday Survey, 
95; normal holding about 6 acres, 
97; mentioned in Liber Niger of 
Peterborough, 97 . 

BoundarieB, method of describing, in 
Hitchin Mauor, 9 ; in f';llXon charters, 
107,111. Manor of King Edwy(Tid
enham), 149; in Lorsch chartsrs, 
331. Roman method, 9. See also, 375 

Bovate (Bovata terrl21). the half yard
land contributing om ox to the team 
of eight, 61. 2 bovates in Boldon 
Book ~ virgate, 68 
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BRlI 

lJrelum lAw., 226, 231, 232 
Br~!I", free Welsh tribesman, 192 
Britain, Belgic districts of, pre-Roman 

settled agriculture in, 245. Exports 
of corn during Roman rule, 247, 286. 
1'he marling of the land described by 
Pliny, 250. Analogous to' one-field 
system' of North Germany, 372 

'BUCIJ1IObantu, deported into Britain, 287 
ButtB, strips in open fields abutting 

otbers,G . 

CESAR, description of British and 
Belgic IIg'"iculture, 246. Ditto of 

chiefs and tribesmen in Gaul, 305. 
DescriptiCln of German tribal system, 
336-338 

Cal1/lJridg~, tarrier of open fields of, in 
fourteenth or fifteentb century, 19, 20 

CMpmUr, village official having his 
holding free, 70 

Caruca (BU Carucat~), plough team of 
eight oxen, yoked four to a yoke, 62, 
74,123; carve .. adjutricu, or smaller 
teams ofvilleins, 48, 74, 85; variations 
in team, 64,74; of Domesday Survey, 
85 

Carucat~, unit of assessment = land of a 
caruca (au Carnea), connexion with 
hide,40. Used in bomeeday Survey, 
85 

Cent6flarii, Roman and Frankish 
officials, 300-303 

Ctmturja, division of land by Roman 
.Agri1Mfl8ort. of 200 or 240 jugere, 
276. Divided into eight normal sin
gle holdings of 21l or 30, or double 
holdings of 110 or 60 jugera, 276 

Centuriation. &e Agrimensores 
Ceorl=husbandman; a wide term em

bracing, like' geneat,' the lower class 
of freemen and sarfs above tbe slaves, 
110,144 

OAamavi, pagus chamaviorum, 285 
CtHJratron, or co-operative ploughing 

by contributors to team of eIght oxen, 
117. Described in Welsh Laws liS 

• CyTar,' 118-124; in Ireland, 226; 
in Palestine, 314; in Roman pro
vinces, 278 

Coloni, position of, on tbe later Roman 
villa, 266. Right of lord to compel 
80n to continue his parent's holding 
and services, 267. Often barbarians, 
269. Like ustVmctuarii, 309, ft. Pos
sibly with single succession, 808-310 

DRE 

Comm6fldation, surrender, putting a 
freeman under tbe l'atrociftiwm or 
lordship of another, instances of, 305. 
Salvian's description of, 307. Effect 
of, 307-310. Practice cont.inues un
der Alamannic and Bavarian laws, 
allowing slJrrenders ~ t)le Church, 
316-331l 

Continuity of English village sites, 424-
436 

Comage, cornagium, tributs on horned 
cattle, 71 

Co-tiUage. &e Co-aration 
Ootsetla, or cottier, in • Rectitudines, 

= bordarius in Domesday Survey, 
130; his services, &c., 130-131 

Cottier tenants, holders in villenage of 
a few scattered strips in open fields. 
24, 29, 34, 69 

Oyvar. &eCo-aration 

, DAER' and 'Saer' tenancy in Ire
land, 231 

Daviu, Sir Johft, his surveys in Ireland 
and description of the Irish tribal 
system, 214-231 

Daumbwytl, food rent of Welsh taeogs, 
198 

DeClln .. , of slaves on Roman villa, 264 
Dimetiaft Code of Soutb Wales. See 

'Wales, Ancient Laws of' 
Domesday Survty (A.D. 1086). Manors 

everywhere, 82. Lord's demesne and 
land in villenage, 84. Assessment by 
hides and carucates, 84; in Kent by 
solins, 85; liben lIomiMB and tIOCk
fIIanni in Danish district, 86-89. 
Tenants in villenage, villani, bordarii 
or cottarii, and servi, 89. The villani 
holders of virgates or yard-lands, 91 ; 
examples from surveys of Middlesex, 
Herts, and Liber Eliensis, 92-94. 
Bordarii hold about five acres each, 
more or less, 9.5-97. Survey of Villa 
of Westminster, 97-101; area of 
arable land in En!(land, and how 
much of it held in the yard-lands of 
villani, 101-t04. Survey of portions 
of Wales, 182-184, 211 

Doles, or Dlllls, i.e. pieces or stripe, 
hence • gedal-Iand,' 110; and run
dale (or run-rig) system of taking 
strips in rotation or scattered about, 
228 (au Also Doles of Meadow-land, 
26) . 

Dr6fIgag8, hunting service (Boldon 
Book},71 



Inde3J and Glossary_ 457 
EBB 

EBEDIW, Welsh death payment or 
heriot, 196 .. 

Edward the Confessor, his dying vision 
of the open fields'round Westminster, 
100 

EiflZelhiif~ GermlLD single farms in 
Westphelia, 371 . 

Enclo8vr, .ActtJ, 4,000 between 1760-
18H,13 

English Bettkmmts, .metbods of, 412-
423 . 

1!Jrg/J8tulum, prison for slaves on Roman 
villa, 264 

Erw, Welsh aere, the &etual strips 
in open fields described in Welsh 
Laws, 119 

Etch, crop sown on stubble, 377 
Etllelbert, Laws of, "a11l& and tuns In 

private ownership and mention of 
lmts, 173-174 

F.ABER, 01' village bl&cksmith, holds 
his virgate free ofserviees, 70 

Fleta (temp. Ed. I.), description of 
manor in, 46 

FtNWra (Saxon foryrthe), or headland, 
20, 108 

Frankpledge, View of, 10 
Franks, their inroads, 283 l deported 

into Belgic Gaul, 284 
I'-Wllians,286. Tribute in hides, 306, n. 
Furlong (shot, or quarentena), division 

of open fields' a furrow long,' divided 
into strips or acres, 4; in Saxon 
open fields, 108; German, Gewann, 
. 380 

GOOL (from German Gabm, .A.hga,. 
ben, foud gifts under German 

tribal system), tribute, 144, 145; in 
money and in kind, of villein tenants. 
Perhaps survival of Roman tributum 
based upon tribal food rents (au 
• Rom&D tributum,' and • jugatio,' 
I gwestva ') i of villani, on English 
manors, 78; of gebur,on Saxon manors, 
132, 140-142, 155, 162. Marked a 
.emi-servile condition, 146, 326 

Gafol,..land, 137. Su Geneat-land 
GafoT;.giltler, payer of gafol or tribute, 

145 
Ga/ol.grtn, the ploughing of generally 

three acre strips and sowing by the 
gebor, from his own barn, and reap
ing and e&rrying of crop to lord's 

BAM: 

barn by way of rent; in'Rectitudines,' 
13~140 i on Hysseburne Mauor of 
King Alfred, 162; in South Germauy 
inseventhoontury, 326 etseg'. Possibly 
survival of the agrarium or tenth of 
produce on Rom&D provincial tithe 
lands, 899-403 

Gavael, the tribal homestead and hold
ing in N. Wales, 200-202 

Gavelkind, IriBh gabal-cined, distin
guished by equal division among 
.heirs, 220, 352 ' 

Gebfllf', vilIanus proper, or owne. of a 
yard-land normally of thirty acre! 
with outfit of two oxen and seed, in 
I Rectitudines,' 131-133. HiB Bervices 
described, 131-133, and 137-143; 
his gafol and week-work in respect 
of yard-land, 142 ; his outfit or 
'setene,' 133, 143; in laws of Ille, 
147. Services andgafol on.Tidenham 
Manor of King Edwy, 154. In High 
German' Gebur and Gipur' = vicinus, 
394, and compare 278 

Gedal-land, land divided into strips 
(Laws of Ine), 110. Su Doles 

Geneat, a wide term covering all tenants 
in villenage, 129, 137,154. Servile 
condition of, liable to have life taken 
by lord, 146 

Geneat-land, land in villenage as 
0ppOBed to • thane's inland,' or land in 
demesne, 116. Sometimes called 
, gesettes-land ' and ' gafol-Iand, 
128, 150; • gyrds of gafol-land,' 150 

Geset-land, land .et 01' let out to 
husbandmen, 128. SeB I Genea .... 
land' 

Gored .AcrM, strip. in open field. 
• pointed at one end, 6, 20; in Saxon 

open fields, 108 
Gwelll, the WeIsh family couch (Iectu.), 

also a name for a family holding, 
195; in Record of Carnarvon, 194 

Gwentian Code, of South Wales. Bu 
I Wales, Ancient Laws of' 

Gwestva, foud rent of Welsh tribesmen, 
and tunc poUnd in lieu of it, 195; 
early evidence of, in Ine's laws, 209-
213 

Gyrd (a rod-virga) 
GgrtllantJ,. Se. Yardland. Su 169-

172 

H.J.M (hem, heim, baim), in Saxon, 
like • tun,' generally = villa or 

manor, 126, 264. A private estllte 
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with a Village community in serfdom 
upon it, 127. Geographical distribu
tion of suffix, 255. S~ Villa 

Hw4land, strip at head of strips in a 
furlong on which the plough was 
turned, 4. Latin' f<nera,' Welsh 
'pmtir,' Scotch 'heatl!rig,' German 
'anwiinder,' 6, 380. In Saxon open 
fields,108 

Hide, normal holding of a free family 
(hence Latin casatum and thefamilia 
of Bede), but in later records corre
sponding with the full plough team 
of eight. oxen, and so=four yard
lands. Used as the unit of assess
ment for early times, 38. Perhaps 
from Roman times .• Compare Roman 
tributum, 290-294. Connexion with 
carncate andyard·land, 36. Normal 
hide, 120 a., 37. Double hide of, 
240 a., 37, 39, 61,64. Possible origin 
of word, 398. The kide, the MJ, and 
the centuria compared, 396 

Hi/ckin (Herts), its 'open fields,' 1-7. 
Map of township and of an estate 
therein, opposi" title-page. Map of 
Purwell field, 6. lte village com
munity described in Manor Rolls of 
1819, 8. and appendix. Boundaries, 
9. Officers, 10. Common fields, 11. 
Its Celtic name Hiz, 429. Roman 
remains, 430. Continuity of villages 
in Hitchin district from Celtie and 
Roman and Saxon times, 424-436 

Hiwisc, Saxon for family holding, 162, 
396 

Honey, Welsh rents in. See Gwestva, 
207, 211-213 

HtndweU, boundaries of, in Saxon 
Charter, 107 . 

Hundt"ed Rolls of Edward I., A.D. 1279, 
evidence of, as to the prevalence of 
the Manor, the open-field system and 
serfdom in five Midland Counties, 32, 
et seg. 

HU&band-lands in Kelso and New
minster Records = virgllote or yard
land, 61 

Hydarii, holders of hides, 62 
HY8sebum6, Manor of Stoke by, on the 

river Itchin near Winchester, held by 
King Alfred, 160. Serfdom and 
services of ceorls on, 162 

llo'E, LAWS OF (A.D. 688), evidence 
of open -field system, 109. Acre 

LEX 

dtripS, 110. Yardlands, 142. Hides 
and half hides, 147. Geneats, gebur!!, 
gafol, week-work, 147. Welsh food 
rents, 212-213 . 

IfIfJ, euffix to local names; whether 
denotes clan settlements and wher .. 
found, 364-367 . 

In'l.uwio Eliensi8 mentions liberi 
homines and socbmanni, 87. Men
tions villsni as tJ,olding virgates, &c .. 
94. Mentions both bordarii 'Snd 
cottarii, 96 

Isle of Man, early division of land into 
ballys and quarters, 222 

JUG.ATIO. See Roman .tributum 
Jugerum, size and form of, 387 

Jugum. (See Roman tributum.) Roman 
unit of assessment, 289-296. De 
scription of, in Syrian Code, 291. 
Analogy to virgate and hide, and 
solung, 292 

.lii'llf/8tM1-Reckt, right of youngest to 
succeed to holding, 362-364. See 
also under Welsh laws, 193, 197 

KELSO, .ABBEY OF, 'Rotulus re
dituhm,' 8tuM or outfit to tenants 

of,61 

Jj4MMAS LAND, meadows owned 
in strips, but commonable after 

Lammas Day, in Hitchin Manor, 11 ; 
~n law.ofIne, 11 0 

Lrrn-land, lands granted as a benefice 
for life to a thane, 168 

Lati,conquered barbarians deported and 
settled on public lands during later 
Roman rule, chiefly in Belgic Gaol 
and Britain, 280-289 

Leges .A/amanfItn'Um (A.D. 622), sur
renders to Church allowed under, 317 ; 
services of seNJi and colbni of the 

. Church under, 323 
Leges Baiuwariorum (7th century) sur

rendere nnder, 317. Services of col&lli 
and servi of the Church under, 326 

Leges Ripuaritn'Um, 304 
LB.1: Salica, use of' villa' in a manorial 

sense, 269-262,303 
Le:e Visigotktnum (~D. 660 ahout) in 

division of land between Romans and 
Villigoths, fifty aripennes allotted ~ 
lingula aratra, 276 11. 
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Liher N"I!JIW 01 Peterborough Abbey 
(A.D. 1126), neareet evidence to the 
Domesday Survey, 72 eI .'1. 

LilJMot t.nmu.. holders of portions of 
demeen.land, i.e. land fIOI in villen
age, 83. Villeins holding yard-lands 
in villenage may be lihen t_t". of 
othe~ land besides, 34. Increasing in 
later times, 64. Absent from Domes
day survey generally, 86: Archdel\COn 
Hale's theory of their presence dilloo 
proved, 86-87 n. 

LiJJeri lIomin"., of Domesday Survey in 
Danish districts, 86, 102 

Lines, or ~lI. acre strip in open fields 
formed lDOO a terrace by always turn
ing the sod downwards in ploughing 
a hill side, 6: sketch of, Il: in 
Saxon open fields, 108: in Yorkshire 
'rasan' and Germany 'rsin'-li_or 
balk,381 

LingMlA, 284 
ihracA (Lanresham), instences of 8Ur

!'enders to the Abbey of, 329-333 

M AENOL, c1nster of tribsl home-
steads in Welsh laws, in North 

Wales of sixteen homesteads paying 
between them the tuna pound. 202. 
In South Wales the mamol is a 
gronp of twelve trevs, each paying 
tUM pound, 203-4 

Manor, or tliUa" in Saxon, ham or tun. 
An estate of a lord or thAnA with a 
villsge community generally in serf
dom npon it Hitchin Manor and its 
eonnmon with open-field system, 
1-13. Manors before Domesday 
Snrvey-Winslow, 22: Hundred 
Rolls, 32: described in Fleta, 41l; 
Battle Abbey and St. Paul's. 49: 
Gloucester and Worcester, 66: Blea· 
don.1l7: Nswminster and Kelso, 60. 
10 Boldon Book, 68: in Liber Niger 
of Peterborough, 72: summary, 76. 
In Domesday Survey manors every
where, 82 d Beq. Westminster, 97. 
Saxon ' hams' and • tuns' were 
manors, 126 ~t .. g. Manor of Tiden
ham, of King Edwy, 148. Hysse
burne, of King Alfred, 160. Creation 
of new manors, 166. Tsrra Regis 
composed of manors, 167. 'Hams' 
and' tuns' in King Ethelbert's laws, 
manors. i.e., in private ownership 
with semi.servile tenants (ltBtB) 

OPE 

npon them, 173. The!'e were manors 
in England before St. Augustine's 
arrival, 176. English and Frankish 
identical, 21l3. Villa of Salic Laws 
probably a manor on Terra Regis, 
2611-263. Likenesa of Roman villa 
to, 263-272 (B.., Roman 'Ville '). 
Villas, or fiscal districts of Imperial 
officials, tend to become manors, 300-
306. Transition from yillas to manors 
under Alsmannie and Bavarian laws 
in South Germany, 316-336. Frank. 
ish manors, their tenants and ser
vices, 333. Manorial tendencies of 
German tribal system. 346 

Mrmetary S!j8tflm, Gallic and Welah 
pound of 240 pence of silver di vided 
into twelve uneill! each of a score 
pence, 204. The Gallic system i" 
Roman times, 234, 292 

JVER VII, 284 
Nmmnin8icr ..4.bhsy, cartulary of, 60 

No Man'B Land, or 'J 8ck's Land,' odds 
and ends of lands in open fields, 6. 
In Saxon boundaries, 108 

()pEN.FIELD 8y8t~in iJI.gland: re-
mains of open fields described, 1, 

"8eq. Divided into acre or half'acre 
strips, 2, and furlongs or shots, 4. 
Holdings in bundles of scattered 
strips, 7: i.e., hides, half-hides, yard. 
lands, &c. (to which refer). Wide 
prevalence of system in England, 13. 
The shell of a village community, S
l3-which was in serfdom, 76-80. 
The English eystem, the tAr'~-jWQ. 
sy.t~, i.~., in three fields, repre
senting three·course rotation of crops, 
11. Traced back in Winslow manor 
rolls (Ed. III.), 20 ~t .. q.: in Glou
cester and W oreester surveys, Ilfi: 
Battle Abbey and St. Paul's records, 
49; Newmin.ter and Kelso records, 
60: Boldon Book, 68: Liber Niger 
of Peterborough, 72. Summary~ of 
post.Domesday evidence, 76. Pre· 
valence in Sax<'D times, shown by 
use of the word tBcera" 106, and by 
occnrrence of gorm aor"., Matl-lands, 
furlongs,limes, &c., in the boundaries 
appended to charters, 108. Evidence 
of division. of fields iuto acre strips 
in seventh century in Law8 of Int,l09-
110. Holdings in hides, half-hides 
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and yard-lands, 110-111. Scattering 
. of strips in a holding the result of 

co-operative ploughing, 117-126. 
The t,hre~field system would grow 
out of the simple form of tribal sys
tem, by addition of rotation of crops 
in three courses, settlement, and serf
dom,868-370. Wel8" OPMl-jiekl sy", 
tem, 181, 213, with division into 
'er!JJs,' or acres, 119. Scattering of 
strips in a holding arising from 00-
aration, 121. The system 'co·ar .... 
tion of the waste,' i.e. of grass land 
which went back into grass, 192, 227. 
244, 251. Like that of the Germania 
of Tacitus, 369, 412. No fixed 'yal'd
lands' or rotation of crops, 261, 413. 
Iris" and Scotc" open-jield ,ystem 
like the Welsh; modern remains of, in 
Rundale or Run-rig system, 214-231. 
GllN1Uln open-field systems, 369-411; 
differentkindsof. FeldgraswirtAschoft 
~esembling that described by Tacitus 
and Welsh' co-al'Btion of waste,' 371. 
One-field system ofN. Germany, 372-
373. Forest and marsh system, 372. 
Three-field system in S. Germany, 
373: Comparison of, with English, 
and connexion with Roman province, 
376-409. Absent fromN. Germany, 
and so could not have been introduced 
into England by the Saxon invaders. 
373. 409, 411. Rotation of crops, 
perhaps of Roman introduction, 4.0, 
411. Wide prevalence of forms of 
open-field system, 249. Description 
of, in Palestine, 814. Mention of, 
by Siculus Flaccns, 278. Possibly in 
use on Roman tithe lands, 816. Re
mains of the simple tribal form of, 
in modern rundale or run-rig of Ire
land and Scotland, quite distinct from 
the remsins of the three-field form 
in England, 437-439. Descri~d by 
Tusser as uneconomical, 17. and by 
Arthur Young. 16 

pARANGARllE, extra carrying ser
vices, "' • angarim' 

ParalJ6retii, extra post· horses (see Roman 
, sordida muners '), 297, from lJeredus 
a post-horse, 298. Manorial Para
jritm, 825-834 

PatroL'initem. Sa' Commendation' 
P/aM-grahm, the RomlUl limes on the 

Bide of Germany, 282 

RAN 

Pjlicht-tk.eil, survival of late Roman 
law, obliging a fixed proportion of a 
man's property to go equally to his 
sons. In Bavaria, 313. Compare 
Bavarian Inws of the seventh C8qtUry, 
317, and Syrian code of fifth century, 
312 . 

Piers lAs Plowman, his 'fsire felde: an 
open field divided into half-acre strips 
and furlongs, by balks, 18-19 

Plougk-hote, or Ploug"-erru, the strips 
set apart in the co-ploughing, for the 
carpenter, or repair of plough, 121. 
(See Oarpenter) 

Ploug" team, normal English manorial 
common plough team of 8 oxen (see 
, Carnca '). Wel.h do., also of 8 oxen, 
121-2. Scotch also, 62-66. 6, 10, 
or 12 oxen in Servia, 387 n. In 
Indi", 388. Single yoke of 2 oxen in 
Egypt and Palestine, 314, 387; and 
in Sicily, 275, and Spain, 276 

Po/yptiqUtJ d'Irmintm, Abbot of· St. 
Germain des Pres, sod x. Guerard's 
Introduction quoted, 266, 298, 6.0 

Prtzpositus of a manor elected by 
tenants, 48. Holds one wists with
out servicep at Alciston, 50. Holds 
his two !.,ovates free (Boldon Book), 
70. Word used for Welsh 'maer,' 184 

Prtcaria, a benefice or holding at will 
oflord or for life only, 319, 333 

PrecariOJ or Boon-works, work at will of 
lord, 78. On Saxon Manors, 140, 
167. In South Germany, 827. 
Sometimes survivals of the Roman 
'sordida munera,' 327, 403 

Priest, his place in village community 
often with his yard-land, 90-111, 
115 

ProbutJ introduces vine cultnre on the 
Rhine, 288. Deports BurgundiRns 
and Vandals into Britain, 283. 
Colonised with IAeti Rhine Valley 
and Belgic Gaul, 283 

Pufuier, keeper of the village pound, 
69,10 

QUAREltTENA. &eFurlong. Length 
of furrow 40 poles long 

RAIN, German for 'balk '&8 in York
shire 're8&n '=linch, 381 

Randir, from rMn, a division, sod tir, 
land; a share of land under Welsh 
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law., 200. A cluster of three home
ateads in South Wales, 204; and four 
randirs in the trev, 204; but in 
North Wales a subdivision of the 
homestead, 200 

Rectitudinu Bingularum Personarum' 
(10th century 1), evidence of, 129 et 
"q. Dr. Leo's work upon, 164 

Redim, Cartulaire de, quoted, 385 
Rkeetia, semi·servile b..rbarian settiprs 

in, 288. Sordida munel'a in, 296-
299. Roman custom, in presen.t 
Bavaria as 10 land tenure, 313. 
Transitiou from Roman to MediEval 
manor in, S16-aM 

R(q, strip in Ir,.h and Scotch open 
fields, 3. Bence Run.rig system . 

Roman jugatto lilll capitatw, 289, 205. 
Bel Roman tributum 

Roman ' 80rdida munera,' 296-299. 
Some of them survive in manorial 
services, 324, 325, 327, 334, 404 

RM1Ian tributum of later Empire, 289-
296. Roman jugatio and Saxon 
hidsge compared, id., and 397 

Roman Veteran. setti ed ou fl1Jer pub
liCU8 with single or double yokes of 
oxen and seed for sbout 80 or 60 
jugers, 272-276 

Roman Villa. 80. Villa 
Run-rig or Rundale, the Irish and 

Scotch modern open-field sy.tem, 3. 
Survival of methods of tribal system 
now used in subdivision of holdings 
among heirs, 226, 230, 438-440 

ST. BERTIN, Abbey of Sitdiu at, 
Grimbald brought by King Alfred 

from thence, 160; Chartularium 
Sithiensis, and surveys of estates of, 
265-6; villa or manor of Sitdiu, 
272, 366; suffix' inghem' to names 
of manors, 356 

SI. GaU. recorda of Abbpy, sunenders 
to, 316-324 

St. Paul', (Domesday of), A.D. 1222, 
61 

Balian Frank, in Torandria, 286 
Bcatttf'Bd Oumer,"ip, in open fields, 7. 

Characteristic of 'yard. land , in 
Winslow manor rolls, 23. In Saxon 
open fields, 111. In Welsh laws, 118. 
Resulted from ~ploughing, 12l. 
Under rnnrig system, 226-229 

Bculage, 1d. per acre or 1l. pel' double 
hide of 240 8., or 40,. per _tvm, to 

BTU 

which four ordinary hides coli tn
buted,38 

Selion.u, the 8Cl'8 or half-8Cl'8 strips into 
whIch tha open fields were divided, 
separated by turf balk., 2, 3, 19, 
119 . 

lkNti (slave,), in Domesday Survey, 89, 
93-96. Saxon TMow, 164-166, 175. 
Welsh caetli, 199, 238. On Roman 
Villa, 263. Arranged in decuri(/J, 
264. Under Alamallnic and Bavarian 
laws, 317,323-326 

Servicu of milani, chiefly of three 
kinds: (1) Gafol, (2)preeerill!or loon
work, (3) week-work (refer to these 
heads), 41. In Hundred Rolls, 41. 
Domesday of St. Paul's, 53. Glou
cester and Worcester records, 58. In 
Kelso records, 67. Boldon Book, 
68. Liber Niger of Peterborough, 73. 
Summary of post-Domesday evi
dence, 78. On Saxon manors, in 
'Rectitudines,' 130, 137-147. On 
Tidenham manor of King Edwy, 154. 
Ou Hysseburne manor of King Alfred, 
162. In Saxon 'fl:~ork·rfZd"",' 158, 
Of C!Ottiers (or bordarii) in Hundred 
Rolls, 44. Gloucester and Worcester, 
1i8, 69. Of Saxon 'cotsetle,' 130, 
141. On German and English manors 
compared, 399-406 

Selene, outfit of holder of Saxon yard
land, 133, 139. S68 Stuht 

S/wt, 4 (868 furlong). Saxon 'sceot,' a. 
division,oecurs at Passau, 380 

Siculua Flaccus mentions open fielda 
irregular boundaries, and scattered 
ownership, on agri occupatorii, 274-
278 

Soc"manni, a class of tenants on manors 
chiefly in the Danish districts, 34. 
Mentioned in Hundred Rolls in Cam
bridgeshire, 34; in Domesday Survey, 
87. 102 

Solanda, in Domesday of St. Paul's = 
double hide of240 a., 1i4 

So!i .. , 8'Illlung, of Kent, plongh land 
from 'Suhl,' a plough, 64; divided 
into 'yokes' (= yard-lands), 64; sul
lung = 4 gyrdlands and to ! sullung, 
ontfit of four oxen, A.D. 835, 139. Sell 
also, 396 

litu"t, Kelso records, outfit of two 
oxen, &e., with husband-land (yard
illnd), 61. Compare' 8.tene' of the 
Saxon gebur with yard-land, 133 and 
139, and outfit of Roman veteran, 
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274; arid sell under Bavarian Laws, 
826 

Succe8sion to lwlding8, under the tribal 
system to all sons of tribesmen 
equally, 198,234,840; to yard-lands 
and other holdings in serfdom ringle 
by regrant, 23-24, 133, 176; so pro
bably in the case of semi-serrile 
holdings of UIIufructuarii under 
Roman law, 308 

Supercilia, or· )inches, mentioned by 
AgrimenBo'l'e8, 277 

Syrian Oolk of fifth century, 291-29i 

TAOITUS, description of German 
tribal system in the GeNfUlnia, 

338-3-13 
Taw.g. (or aillts), Welsh tenante with· 

out Welsh blood or rights of inheri
tance, not tribesmen-their 'regis
ter land' (tir cyfrif), 191; arranged 
in separate clusters or trevs with 
equality withite each, 197; their 
'register land,' 197; their dues to 
their lord and other incidents, 198-
199 

Tat" or TatA, the Irish homestead, 
analogous to Welsh 'tyddyn,' 214, 
231. Se, Tribal system, Irish . 

TIuiIl8, Lord of a ham. Thane's inland = 
Lord's demesneland, 128. Thane'slaw 
or duties in 'Rectitudines,' 129; his 
services, 134; a soldier and servant 
of king, 136; his 'fyrd,' 136; tri
flOda _sitas, 134 

71ieou's, slaves on Saxon estates, 144; 
their position, 164. Example from 
, ..Elfric's Dialogue,' 166 

Tlm .. Field System. (Se, Open-field 
system.) Form of the open-field 
system with three-llO.Jl'Se rotation of 
crops 

TidmAom, Manor of King Edwy. 
Description of, and of services of 
geneata and geburs upon, A.D. 956, 
148-169. Oytweras and Mcweras, 
for salmon fishing, 152 

7'iNlwrdd=terra mensalia, 198 
Tir-gwelyawg, family land of Welsh 

free tribesmen, 191 
Tir-cyfrif, register land ofteeogs, 101 
Tir-kyllydt/,s, Welsh geldable land, 191 
TitAu of Church under Saxon laws 

taken in actual strips or acres 'as 
they were traversed by the plough,' 
114 ; acres of tithes in Domesday 

nl 

Survey,. 117; Ethelwulf's grant. 
114 

TitM law of Sicily, 275; of modern 
Palestine, 3 U. (See' Agri decuma
tu.') 

2'rro, cluster of W.Ish free tribesmen's 
homesteads, four in North Wales, 
200-202; twelve in South Wales,_ 
204. To.eog trevs, 203 

7rBviri, 284 
1'rica.sri,284 
Tribal System in Wales, - 181-213. 

Welah districts and traces of, in 
Domesday Survey, 182,206-7. Food 
rente in D.S., 185. Welsh land sys
tem described by Giraldus Cambren
Bis, 186-189. In Ancient Laws of 
Wales, 189 etleq. The free tribes
men of Welsh blood, 190. Home
steads scattered about, but grouped 
into clusters for payment of food 
rente, 190. Their family land (tir. 
gwelyawg), 190-191. Their right to 
a tyddyn (homestead), five free 'erws' 
and l'p-tillage of waste, 192. The 
tribal household with equality within 
it among brothers, first cousins, and 
second cousins, 193. The gwely or 
family couch, 194. The gwestva, or 
food rent, and tunc pound in lieu of 
it, 191). Other obligations of tribes
men, 195. The taeogs M' aillts (see 
these words) not tribesmen, their 
tenure and rules of equality, 197. 
Land divisions under Welsh Codes 
connected wi th the gwt..'tva and food 
rente, 199-208. Early evidence of 
payment of gwestva and of food 
rente of teeogs, 208-213. Shifting 
of holdings under tribal system, 205. 
Cluster of twelve tyddyus in Gwent 
and sixteen in N. Wales pay tunc 
pound. 202, 203. In Ireland and 
Scotland, 21-l-231. Clusters of six
teen tates or taths (Welsh tyddyu) 
215-217. Sir John Davies's surveys 
and description of tribal system, 
Tanistry, and Gavelkind, 216-220. 
Example of a Sept deported from 
Cumberland,219. Ancient division 
of Bally or townland into quarters 
and tates, 221,224. Quarters and 
names of tates still traceable on Ord
nance Survey. 223-224. Names of 
tates not perllonal, owing to tribal 
distributions and shiftings of tribal 
households from tate to tate, 224. 



lndez and Glossary. 463 
'l'tl1I' 

Iri.h open-field system-rnndale 
or rnn-rig-226-228. Similar sys
tem in Scotland, 228-229. Tribal 
system in iu. oarlier stages,231-246. 
Tenacity with which tribal division 
among oona maintained, 234. The 
tribal honse, 239. Blood money, 242. 
Wide prevalence of tribal system, 
2". Absent from S.E. or Belgic 
diatricu. of England at Roman con
qnest, 24ii. I .. GtJr1IIMlY, description 
of tribAl system by Calaar, 33&-a37. 
Description of, by Taeitns, 838-342. 
Hnsbandry like Welsh eo-tillRge of 
the waste for one year only, 843-34a. 
Manorial tendencies of German sys
tem: tribesmen have their servi who 
are 'like colon;" 345-346. The 
manor in embryo, 846. Tribal 
households of German settlers-local 
names ending in 'ing'-whether clan 
Bettlements or perhaps as manorial 
as others, 346-367 

1 .. ",. generally in Saxon = ham or 
manor, (to which ftfer), 200 

'TUM fJOUrtd, payment in lieu of Welsh 
gwuifJa (to which refer) paid to the 
Prince of Wales, ) 96 

7Us_, his d ... cription of 'Champion' 
or open-field husbandry, 17 

'l'gddyn, the Welsh homestead, 192-
193. Comp,""e Irish' tate' or ' teth' 
and Bohemian' dMiny,' 355 

UCHELWYR, free Welsh tribesman, 
192 

VENEDOTIAN Code of North 
Wales. Bee Wales, Ancient Laws 

of 
VeredlU, post horse, denvation of word, 

298 
ViliG, word interchangeable with 

""'_, Mm, tUD, 126, 264. Frankish 
Mim or tJiliG on Terr .. Regis was a 
manor and unit of jurisdiction, 257, 
262. TII6 Rom.... fIiliG, an estete 
under a villiens, worked by slaves, 
263. Its ookortes and erg48t.<lum, 
263-264. Siavea arranged in d~, 
264. ColO1&i, often barbarians on a 
villa, 266. Likeneaa to a manor 
increasing, 267-2118. Burgundians 
shared villas 'With Romans, 269. 
Villas trlLnsferred to ChlUCh. 270. 
And continued under cnrman mIe to 

WIll' 

bevi1las,270. Audbeeame gradnally 
medileval manors with villages upon 
them, 271. Villas aurrendered under 
Alamaunic and Bavarian laws to the 
Church, 317 et seg. 

Village Community or Villat .. , under a 
m3nor, 8. Hitchin example. Bee 
Hitchin. Iu. common or open fields: 
arable, 11; meadow and pasture, 
11_ lu. officials, ) 0, 70 

J'illa .. i, holders of land in villenage, 
29. Sometimes "ati"; and adscripti 
gldxB, 29. Pay heriot or relief; 
widows have dower; mskp. wills 
proved in Manor Court, 30. The 
yard-land the normal holding of full 
villanus with two oxen, 27 ( • ..,Yard. 
land). Sometimes they bold the de
meane land at flU'm, 69. Sometimes 
farm whole manor, 70. Pleai-villa .. i 
and BImIi-fIillaDi, 74 

Vilknage. See Villani. Breaking np in 
14th century, 31. Its death-blow 
the Black Death and Wat Tyler's 
ftbellion, 31- 32. Ineidenu. of, in 
Woreeatershire, 66. General in
cidents, 80. See Servins 

Virgarii, holders of Virgatea, 60 
Virgo.te. See Yardland. 

W.ALES. Ancimt Laws of, ascribed 
to Howel Dda (lOth century), 

189. Contemporary with Saxon 
Laws, 191). Bee' Tribal System' of, 
181-213. Paru. of, .mentioned in 
Domesday Survey, 182, 185 

Wat 1Ykr's rebellion, 31 
Week-work. The distinctive service of 

the serfin villenage, 78 (and see for 
detaila 'SeJ:Vices '), in Rectitudines, 
week-work of gebur three days & 

week, 131,141. InserviC8ofTiden
ham unlimited, 165. So in those of 
Hysseburne, 163. In laws of Ala
manni (A.D. 622) three days on estates 
of Chnrch, 323. So in BavlU'ian laws 
(7th century), 326. U nlesa lord has 
found everything, 326. On Loreeh 
mauora three days, 334. See also, 
404 

Wele, Welsh holding in Record of C .. r
.... rVOft. Bee' Gwely,' 193-195 

WlI8tminster. description of iu. manor 
and open fields in Domesday Survey, 
97-101 

Will8low, Court Rolls of, 20-32 
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JJ'i8ta, in Battle Abbey records = i hide 
-the Gnat Wi8ta=i double hide, 
50 . 

Wizenbfllf'!I, surrenders to Abbey of, 
829. Interchange between tlillasand 
Ari1M in records of, 258 

Y..A.RD-L..A.ND (gyrd-landu, virgata. 
tef'f'IIt). normal holding of villanus 

with two oxen in the common plough 
of eight oxen-a bundle of mostly 
thirty scattered strips in the open 
fields=German 'hub.' Example of 
yard-land in Winslow Manor rolls, 
24. Rotetion in the strips, 27. Large 
area in yard-lands, 28. Held in 
villenage by villani, 29. Evidence 
of Hundred Rolls, 33. Variation in 
acreage and connexion with 'hide,' 
36, 65 = husband-land of two bovateB 
in the North, 61, 67. Normal hold· 

YOU 

ing of villanus in Lihet' N"t.get' of 
Peterborough, 73. Normal holding 
of villanus of Domesday Survey, 91-
95. Large proportion of arable land 
of England held in yard-lands at date 
of survey, 101. Saxon' gyrd-laude: 
111, 117. In 'Rectitudines,' 133. 
In 'Laws ofIne,' 142. A bundle of 
scattered strips resulting from co
operative ploullhing, 117-125. With 
single succesSIon (Sell 'Succession ') 
which is the mark of serfdom of the 
holders, 176, 370 

Yoke of Land (mentioned in Domesday 
Survey of Kent) = yard-land. Divi
sion of the BfJllung or double hide In 
Kent; 54. Compared with Roman 
jugum. See Jugum 

Yoke, sAort for two oxen, long for foup 
oxen abreast in Welsh laws, 120 

YOUR.qest son, custom for. to succeed to 
holding. Su Jiingsten-Recht 
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