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PREFACE

The first chapter on ¢ the Indian Industrial Problem "’
was originally written for *Science Progress” and is
now reprinted by kind permission of Mr. John Murray.
The other chapters are mainly selections from papers
contributed to the Indian Industrial Conferences and to
the South Indian Association and from articles written for
the * Hindu, ” whilst the two concluding chapters were
originally addressed to the students of the Central Technical
College, South Kinsington. A considerable amount of re-
vision has been necessary to embody the results of more ex-
tended experience in dealing with the questions discussed.

To a large extentthese papers are a record of the
work done in Madras during the past ten years, butas
there is a general similarity in the conditions all over
India it is possible that they may be of assistance to those
interested in the industrial progress of other parts of India.

Much controversy has raged round the question of
the extent to which the Stale may directly intervene to
promate the welfare of indigenous industries and as it is
still sub judice with the Secretary of State, exceptin general
terms any reference to it has been omitted as 1 hold strong-
ly to the opinion that our industrial policy must be framed
to suit the exigencies of the political situation. The benefits
which India derive {rom British protection far more than
counterbalance any disadvantages which may arise from the
necessity of submitting to the decision of the Home autho-
rities in such debatable matters as come within the
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PREFACE

sphere of Indian economics, Industrial progress is
essential to the maintenance of peace and contentment
in India and that fact is clearly recognised by the
statesmen who have the final voice in determining the
course of Indian affairs, What seems to be needed isa
stronger and better informed public opinion, both in India
and Great Britain, on the commercial advantages which
will accrue to both countries from a more extended
development of the latent resources of India both agricul-
tural and industrial. The trade between the two countries
is already large and with increased production of wealth
in India it will enormously extend.

MaDRAS, }
Fanuary 1912,





