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Narme of district.

.0 - leu‘u DivisioN. , : . ) ;

.. Amraoti, .. Amfaoti- 7, . Lonj . » .1 30—36
Do. : - z. Chandur Mozri .7 = If 37—41
Do. ... Morsi s Sirkhed ) “IIT 42—46

- Doz .. Ellichpur. " 4. Assegaon . o IV 4758
Do. .~ Daryapur” .., Kokarda YR TV 5154
Yeotmal ..y Yeotmal + e :Nandirg Buzrak-... VI 558
Do. .. Darwah: . Naigaan e VIT 59=61
Do. <. Kelaput, - J..e ‘Fadba. VIII "62—65°
Do. * oo Wurr Wagtfham IX 66—69°
7 Du.. -; Pusad uptis, . - e i - X 1073
‘Akola ....Akola i - _. “Amvl Mrr-znpur e X 74--78
--Dos o~ Balapuy - _ # Karanja ~Ramjan-~.... . -XIL. 79282

- DT v "w’pur., o i
" Do. . Akot . Adsul - e XIiI 8389
: . se:Murtizapur; . : /Belkhed‘ o e .- X1V ' /90—93
- " .-Mangrul SPod Lo T « XV : 94100
oo Bagior .. ‘Chandes - XvI' 101104
Byfdena . . .. Chikhli ,Malgani* me . XVII 105—108
. Do =, .- Mehbkar Anjani Buituk e .- 'XVIIF 109—115
Da. .. . .+ 'Malkapur Dharangaon’ . .. XIX 116—121
Do, . . -.t'Khamgaon ;' Lasur ~ -~ .2 XX 122126
Do. - - .. Jalgaon S Manegnon O ¢ XX 127—130

) ) .;- ' i "j NAG o - vatston ." L -
Nagpur . gagmmn 1 T e 2 XXIL 131136
Do. - Umrer'_ . XXIII' 137--142
'Jgd. ; [ é(ntol ©rid ‘l\idldlhou L e vx)zc)gv %43—}4%

Q. 4 - .. Saoneg’  +t s Malegaon <. : V. 146 —-15

Bbandara -} ..'Bhandara . 'V Adyal. XXVI 152157
Do. _.,Gondia . . Katangi~ - XXVII 158—161
De,” . ‘Bakeli:f-.v17; AiBonderiiyl: XXV 162—165
Wardha .. “Wardha- | .. Eflikelll, .~ “XXIX  166—170
Do’ nganghﬂ 27 *w..dner e " XXX 171-174
Do, LAri o r 7 Botahl, XXXt 175--178
:Chanda \ = Chanda !, iy ;Rajgarhr. . xxxn 179—182
Doy = "7 Do ‘- Belgata | (X X111 "183—186
Do. .. Warora ... Nandori Buzruk . XXXIV 187—-191
~Do. 7 «ey Brahmapuri ... Kitadi Bormala ... XXXV .-192—-198

'Abpendix :

Xa2 -21.N3&
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'INDEX TO APPENDICES OF THE ’REPORT OF BANKING

ENQUIRY COMMI f TEE CENTRAL PROVINCES. -
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Ar—-Press Commumque. dnted the 9th August 1929, anooun- .- }.
+ ,# ‘eing the formetion and personnel of the Cemrq[
- Provinces Bankmg Enqairy Committee;
A- l-—Press Cotiimunigué, dated the 9th August 1929, announ- 2
*  cing appointment of Sethr Narsingdas’ Dngu in place -
*of Seth Jamnadas. M.L.A. ;
B.—Questionhaise and*‘supplementary questionnaire of the 3=II
Central Prownses Banking Enquiry Commlttee
‘C-—-Govefnment of .indis; Finance Department “letter’ 12—19
‘" Neo. F-Z(Iil)-E-Zg dited -the 3¢d " Apsil’ 1929: “gom=<' -
© municating thé Terms of ‘Reference to the Central‘
.. Provinces Banking Enquiry Commmee. .
D—-Samples ‘of foPms" ’used for mteﬂsWe _“hnd ‘exbenswe 20-——29
willage sutveys. = o v ’
s sp—qsz

Name of tahnl. ' Name_of v-illg‘age._'.

»

v - ..

No. oﬁviilage.
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Appendix E—copntde

Name of district.*

“Name of tahsil. _
Chanda®  +:"

" Sironcha .., Nagram . XXXV 199201
Do. . Garchiroli- ... Kurkheda . XXXVII 202204
Balaghat Balagbat " ... Rajegaon XXXVIIT 205—210
Do. . Baihar. -.-Mohbatta Ryotwnn XXXIX 211—213
. Do. | Wargseoni eregaon - XL 214216
. _ . JussuLPoRre DrvisioN. ] )
Jubbulpore ... Jubbulpore ... Karmeta XLI 217221
Do. .. Sihora _ . Bargi XLII 22>-226
. Do. .. Murwara - .. Lakhakhera . XLHI 227-231
Do.” ... Pa!gn ' -». Gadhaghat : XLIV .232—-237
Ssugor  °..Saugor ... Surkhi XLV 238243
Do. - ... Rebli ... Maharajpur =, . XLVI 244-251
Do. * ..Khurai ... Barodia Kalan ....  XLVII 252—259
Do ~.Banda * ... Shahgarh XLVII 260—265
Damoh .. Damob ~ ... Abhana w  XLIX 266—272
Do. ...Hatta - .-~ -... Bakain. .- - L~ 273279
Seoni . . Seoni ... Sukhtara e L1 280287
Do. ... - Do. ... Keolari ¥ LIt 283—291
- Do’ e Do. . .. Barghat LIII- 292303
. Dp.’ .. Lakhnadon Chapara e LIV 30:—311
Mandls .. Mandla ... Phulsagar . LV 312—316
" .Do. - Diadori ... Ghanaghat . . LVI 317321
Do. ...Niwas .; Manikpur . LVII 322—325
] N_zkw'Bm blvxsmu.
Hoshangibad ... Hoshangabad  Jesalpur - ...  LVIII 326—330
0a oe. Seoni-Malwa ... ‘Chaterkhera . - ... . LIX 331336
Do. - ... Harda: .. Masangaon e LX -337—339
Do. .+ Sohagpur « Karanpur - LXI 340—345
Nimar . . .o Khandwa " Amalpura wee 'l.XlI‘L '346—350
‘Do. . » e Burhanpur . Sarola - . we. -LXII 351—357
Do, . Haraud : . Brahmogrnm + e 0 LXIV O 358--362
Nérsinghéur e ‘Nawmghpun .. 'Mohad. ‘ ‘z... LXV 363—367 -
Do, Do. . = -.yBithH © LXVI 368-371
Do. - w Dol Pipariya (Karnkbeh LXVII 372376
Da.. 3 Gadarwara ..t Imalia - LXVIII 377-382
Betl . _ - i Betul. - Padbar Buzruk .. LXIX 383387
Do. “ee. Multai - . Sasundra - "LXX 388—391
Do. ~ Bhainsdehi. - thkarmandwa oo LXXI 392—395
Chhindwara ... .Chh‘indwarn .. Linga " e LXXII 396—401
0. - e Amarwara . Panjra . LXXIH 402406
Do. - {. Sausar «. Saoli w  LXXIV 407—412
- Cnmnismm D1ivISION. . : v
Raipur .. Raipur - . ‘Bitoda e LXXV 413415
Do. Mahasnmumf ... Patewa e LXXVI - 416
Do. . Dhamtari . . Chhara . LXXVII 417—422
Do. .. Baloda Buar Kokadl v L?(XVH!‘ 423—425

Name of vii!age.

No. of village.
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Name .Qf district. 'Nnme of ta\ﬁl Name ol vxllage. - ‘Nosok village, ; 4

»

Brlalpur khalsu Bllaapur e Pendm. ‘ e’ LXXIX - 426429
Do. -+ ... Mungeli .. Jarhagaen LXXX 430—433
Do. P e anjgxr -, to Putpura’ . we  LXXXI 434437

Bilaspur -Z'amm- Pendra ’ ... Bacharwar o “LXXXII- 438439

daris. - L .

* 'Do. . Churrl « s Chaitma ... LXXXIII 440—441
Do. ’ “..t' Champa- - Se?ni vee LXXXIV - 442444

Drug . - .. Drug * v Purena LXXXV 445—448
Do. . . Bemetars wo Baiji LXXXVI 449—457
Do. ) Snman ... Paras -. LXXXVII 458—462

- -Appendix F-I—XX " ... Interviews : 463—506 .

1.—29th October}i”’, ] lntervnew with Kastur Chand sonm 463464

of Manikchand Oswnl amd three
others of Betul .

11,—8th Noveﬁnber 192? «: Interview with Séth. Ajodhya Parsad '465—466
‘ ' Sao, malguzar *and money-lender,”
- B and two others of Bilaspur.

I11.~14th November 1929 ~ Interview with Seth Dsdulalji and 467—469
14 others.of Mandla on "the bell- :
metal: industry, grain trade and
: : weaving trade of Mandla: )
1V.~14th November 1929 <. ."Intetrview “with deading’ personn ‘of 470
: ) ,Dmdorl fown.. . . R

V,-~24th November 1929. ... Interview with the Agent of Rai 471-—_3472‘
o : Bahadur Bansilal Abirchand’ and
: five others of Savgor.
VI.—2nd and 4d Decembés Interview.with P Ramchandra Tyar 473
1929. and  Seth ’~‘Seonarayan- -of
o e ‘ Sironchg, Chanda. .
VIL~5th December 1929 ... Intervnew with Rao Bahadur Puranik, 474
e c. -premier landholder, and money-

: o -/ lender of Wun,” . .
V1II.—6th December 1929 .. !ntervlew with’ Mr M- P. "Kolhe, 475*478_
LS . . M.L.C., and- the Cotton. Market

Committee of Yeotmal with note
. -dated the 7th. November 1929 op
) - - Pusad Cotton Market, - .
1X.—10th December 1929 ... Interview . with - the' .Rangaries of 479
T ' ‘Nandura - (Malkapur taluq) in
; «Buldana district,”
X.—-11th December 1929 o ., Interview with Mr. Jasra; Shreeram 480—483
’ and 13 others of Khamgaon with
. note ' ‘on_ Khnmgaon Cotton
- Market. * -
Xb—thh December 1929....i Interview with Mr.. Bnhram Kisan 484
Patel of Akot, and three others. .
: Xll.——l.?th December 1929 ... Interview with Rao Bahadur K. G. 485—486
S B Damle, c.1.e. -and eleven others -
. o “of Akola. ‘
XIiI~16th December 1929 ... Interview with Sheonath ‘Dadu and - 487
‘ O ten other Sahukurl of Amrnoh. ) ‘
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XIW.—24th February _1_930 Imervnew -with Mr. D.- P Oﬁale. 488-—484!,
] T l&’lanag’mg Agem, Glass~Factory.
LI R agpur 2
- XV, ~26th February 1930 Intervnew with Sir S M, Chltnaws. '490—492
" XV1.—lst March 1930 . Interview with Sn; Bisesardas Daga 493 —496
and Seth Narsingdas Daga.
~ XVIL.—Tth March 1930 . Interview with* Seth Mathura Das . 497—498
. - e Mohota, Mlll-owuer of Hingan- .~
. = R4 ghat.
XVIIl.—14th March 1930 . Interyiew' with, Gnnpatrao Munim - 499—500
) and others. {Mahsjans and mer-
N chants) of Kareli Ganj. Narsingh- -
o LoogL e e .pur district. -
XIX;—l9th,/Apifll 193G - L. Interview  with, Agent of Ral 501—502
Bahadur Banslla'l and four others
- of Jubbulpore.” . -
XX —ZSth March 1930 . Interview with different persons  503—506
.. connected  with - 1he Ghatate™ .
; eslate i
\/ Appendix G-I.IX.—Industrial Notes .. 507527 _
1.—15th bclober 1922 . Note on thé Wenvmg Industry in 507510’
Chanda town with examination of \
N Seth ' Khusalchand of Khaddar )
Karyalaya, Chanda, - . .
H —16th October 1929 Note ot Weaving Industry at Saoli 5I11—512
. in the Chanda district. -
HI. —Sth November 1979 ... Note.on the Koshtis of Drug e - 513
IV.=6th I\{ovember 1929 ...:Note on the Brass .workers of Ra:- 514—51;
.pur.
—6lh November 1929 Note on Raipur weavers with a bnef 516—-518
. : history -of the- failure. of the
. . ‘Co-operative Society of Momms
; ‘Nos. 109 and 157. .
VI.--9th November 1929... Note on Bidi industry at Gondia _ 519520
VII.—10th November 1929... Notce; on Shreé Onama Glass Works, 521—522
. ondia.
VIIL.—10th November_ 1929 Note on Lac Factory, Gondia ... 523—524,
O IX --4th November 1929 NolB on' ‘Bell- Metsl lnduslry at 525527
rug.. . .
Appendlx H.—District Judges” oplmohq on Insolvency ‘and 528—536¢
- -Usdrious Loans Act: .
Appendlx 3- I-—XVll ~— District Repotts: : 537—721
S 1.—Note on Berar Division 537—564
t 'IIH-Note on Nagpur district 565—574
111~Note:on Bhandara district . 575—582
.: «J¥.=Note.on Wardha district ;o - - - ant . 583—589
o - -V.—=Note on Chanda district . 590—600
VI.—Nate on Balaghat district ... 601608
VII.—Note on Jubbulpore district. o 609624
" A7IT1-Note on Ssdugor district = ' T - . 625 - 631
- 'lX ~Note on Damoh district 632—640
X.=—Note on Seoni district 641—646-
»X1.—Note on Mandla district .. 647—653
XIIl—Note on Hoshangabad district - Ll 654—663
» XJ1I:—Note on Nimar district... 664—674

i . XIVs—Note on Narsingbpur dlsmc; -
. XV.—Note on Betul district ..

et 675687

688—696

"X VI.~Note on Chhindwara district . 697701

. XVIL.—Note on. Chhamsga;h vansmn . o 702—1-'121

Appenélx K lasslﬁed list ‘of wittesses "o o Cae 1222121
. 128734

Appendix L.~Forms of Hundis - s



APPENDIX A.
FINANCE DEPARTMENT;

V The following extract from the Ga..ette of India is published
for general mformatlon, -

FINANCE DEPARTMENT.
PRESS COMMUNIQUE.
Szmla ‘the 9th Auﬁust 1929,

. It is announced for public information .that the personnel of
the Central. Provinces, Provincial Bankmg Enqmry Cammittee
will be as follows:— - .

1. Mr.J. G. Bourne, 1. cs Deputy Commnssnoner Seoni—
- Chairman.

2. Mr R. N. Banerjee, 1.C.S., Director of Industries
and Registrar, -Co- operatwe "Credit Societies—Vice--
-Chairman, -

3. Rao Bahadur Kesho Waman' Brahma, M.BE., Co-
operative Expert.

4. Mr. A. C. Sen Gupta, I.E.S., Professor or Economics,
Morris College, Nagpur—Indum Economist.

5. Rao Bahadur D. Laxminarayan of Kamptee—Repre-
sentative of Commerce.

" 6. Seth Jamnadas, M.L.A., Banker and Landowner Jubbul-

: pore—Indigenous Banker. :

7. Rao Bahadur Madho Ganesh Deshpande, Chalrman,
Provincial Co-operative Bank, and Landowner,
Nagpur—Representative of agncultural interests.

8. Mr. Pandurang Dinanath Pundalik, M.L.¢;, Banker and

andowner, Jalgaon, Buldana dlstrlct—Representa-
. tive of urban interests.

Mr. N. R: Chandorkar, Extra-Assistant Commissioner—

Secrefgry.

-

E. BURDON,
Secretary to the Government of India.
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X1V¥.—24th February 1930 ... Interv:ew wrth Mr, D P Ogale, 4.88—48.9:
- - Managing Agent,’ Glass.Fnctory.

< oY Nagpar 2 ’
. XVT ~26th February 1930 .' Intervrew wnth Sir S. M. Chrtnavxs— 490-—492

". XV1.—Ist March 1930 . Interyiew with Sir Blsesardas ‘Daga. 493-—-496-
i and Seth Narsingdas Daga.’
XVIL.—7th March 1930 ww Interview with* Seth- Mathura Das 497—498.,
- - e l\:ohota. Mlll-owner of Hingan-
' TN ghat
XVIII.—14th March 1930 Interwew with Gnnpatrso Munim.  499—500°
: : and others. (Mahsjans and mer-
R -shants) of Kareli G:mj, Narsingh- o
U ) .pur districts-- i
XIX:—19th. April 1930 - .. Interview  with. Agent of Ral 501—502
: . . Bahadur Bansnla‘l and four others

RS A of Jubbulpore.” [
_Xxf—ZSth Mare_h ’1930. . ose Interview with drﬂerent persons 503—506
B o ¢onnected - with - tbe hatate ™ -
” P ’ ' estate.
\/ Appendix G-1-1X.—Industrial Notes s 5073821

handa town with exsmination of
Seth Khusalchand of Khaddar
S . L . . Karyalaya, Chanda., .
I1.—16th October‘l929 .\Note ot Weaving Industry at Saoli 511—512
. in the Chanda district.
HI. --Sth November 1929 ... Note on the Koshtis of Drug e - 513 -

IV.<6th Noyember; 1929 ...-Note on the Brass workers of Rar- 51&515 ‘

.pur. .
V. -—6th November 1929 .Note on Raipur weavers with a bne( 516—518

- : : history -of the. failure of.  the: .

et : ‘ - ‘Co-operative Society of Momins
: Nos. 109 and 157. ,
V1.=9th Nrovember 1929.., Note on Bidiindustry at Gondia _ ..... 519520
VII.—10th November 1929... Nog on Shreé Onama_ ‘Glass Works. 521522
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'APPENDIX A.

FINANCE DEPARTMENT'

A The following extract from the G azette of India is pubhshed
for general information ;

FINANCE DEPARTMENT

PRESS COMM LNIQ( 'E.

Szmla ‘the 9th Aué‘ust 1929,

. It is announced for public information .that the personnei of
the Central. Provinces Provincial Bankmg Enqmry Committee
will be as follows : — -

1. Mr. J. G. Bourne, 1.C.S., Deputy Commlssloner, Seoni—
- Chairman, .

2. Mr. R. N. Banerjee, 1.C.S., Director of Industnes
and Registrar, Co-operative Credit Sociéties—Vice--

. Chairman, - _

3. Rao Bahadur Kesho Waman' Brahma, M.B.E., Co-

o .. operative Expert.

4. Mr. A. C. Sen Gupta, L.E.S,, Professor or Economics,
Morris College, Nagpur-—Indzan Economist.

5. Rao Bahadur D. Laxminarayan of Kamptee—Repre-
sentative of Commerce.

"' 6. Seth Jamnadas, M.L.A., Banker and Landowner, Jubbul-
pore—Indigenous Danker.”

7. Rao Bahadur Madho Ganesh Deshpande, Chairman,
Provincial Co-operative Bank, and Landowner, -
Nagpur—Representative of agﬂcultural interests.

8. Mr. Pandurang Dinanath Pundalik, M.L.¢;, Banker and
Landowner, Jalgaon, Buldana dlstrlct——Representa-

. tive of urban interests.

Mr. N.- R: Chandorkar, Extra-Assistant Commxssnoner—-

Secretgry.

-r

E, BURDON,
Secretary to the Government of India.
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APPENDIX A-lL

With  Financial .Secretary’s‘.Cbmpliments.
PRESS COMMUNIQUE.
Seth Jamnadas, M.L.A;, Representative -of Indigenous Banking
on the: Central Provinces Provincial Banking Enquiry Committee,
has resigned for reasons of health; Mr. Narsingdas Daga of the-

Banking Firm of Bansilal ‘Abirchand has been appointed a2 mem-
ber of the above Committee. '

- -FINANCE DEPARTMENT.
New Delhj, the 4th January 1930.
.Copy forwarded to all Departments of the Government of .

India; all Provincial Governments, etc.; the' Accountant ‘Géneral,,
Central Revenues and ‘the Central Provinces; and the ‘Secre‘t_ar_'y,-v

Indian Central Banking Enquiry Committee. " - »
' V By qlx'.cief; été.,
K. SANJIVA ROW,

Assistant Secretary to the (Government of India.



APPENDIX B,

CENTRAL PROVINCES PROVINCIAL BANKING
-~ 'ENQUIRY COMMITTEF :

QUESTIONNAIRE

. [Note.~The - following, memorandum is pubhshed in order
‘10 assist ‘witnesses in the preparation of their ‘evidence. It is not
desired that a witness should necessarily attempt to deal with
all the questions. = Answers should be ‘written on one side’of the
paper and answer' to 'each -question should begin-on a separate
.sheet of papet.}; o

I —Agﬂcuhuml cred1t and credzt Jacilities ;fo‘r small mdustrzes
1. Descrlbe the present: system -by which the agrlculturxst in
your d:strlct or 'province "obtains finance—
"for “expenses during cultlvatlon, .
(b) ‘for ’tapital and for permanent ‘improvemeéiits, “4nd
(¢) “for other” speclal ‘needs, e.g., failure of ‘monsoon, for
" land revenue; and’ for ceremomal purposes Bte.

‘What are the rates of interest charged in your district or
province in respect of advances, the period for which loans are
-taken, the’ nature of the sécurity given and’ aécepted ‘(eig., stand-
ing crops; etc.), -and ‘other condmons attachlng to -the grant ‘of
such loans?-

Describe !the: part played in agticultural finance by ‘Govern-
‘ment, the Imperial Bank -of India, -the Joint ‘Stock Banks,
Co-operatlve Banks, the Indigenous ‘Banks and ‘Bankers, ‘pro-
ifessional 'money- lenders ‘merchants and dealers, - and -other
organizations glvmg credit (e.g., companies tradmg in ferti-
lizers, etc.).

‘Can you .give  an estimate. of the total ‘amount® of: capltal _
required for the various purposes stated above for your district
or provmce"’ :

"Can you glve an estimate of the extent of gram advances in
your locality? On what terms are such advances gwen’

State defects, if any, in the present system ‘and;, reasons
for the existence of such defects. ~What is the effect of taking
‘advances on the disposal of crop? Do you suggest any remedies?

.Is there .co-ordination among the various .credit : agencies
including Government and is there scope- for improvement in
that direction?

" 2. Describe the present method of marketmg pnncrpal crops
in your. district or province.

What in- your ‘opinion are ‘the possnbllltles of forming pools
and of co-operative effort generally in marketing produce?

Describe the credit facilities required for thé 'ﬁnancmg ‘of
products «during marketing .and 'the facilities- actually existing.

In regard to stch facilitiés is there a ?y ‘specidl ‘diflérence ‘as
between internal trade: and foreigh trade S



What is the part played by. the different classes of banks and
banker§ and merchants and dealers during the process of
marketing? ‘ -

. What are the existing. facilities. available to the pubiic,
including banks and bankers, for internal remittance?

State any defects in- the existing system and any suggestions
for improvement? ' '

" Describe the ‘part played by negotiable instruments in the

‘internal trade of the province.

: Havg you any suggestions to make fdr.tHe more extensive
use of bills (¢.g.; by reduction of duty on bills)?

What are the different classes of hundis current in_your part
of the country? What are the peculiarities of each? Please
give sample wording. _ o

Have you any suggestions for the. amendment of the Negoti-
able Instruments Act by which the public and_the bankers
handling hundis might be better protected or benefited?

; Are hundis emanating from your locality discounted in your
local centre or are they sent to a provincial centre and discounted
there, or are they held by middlemen, merchants or commission
agents? ‘

. What different kinds of instruments of ownership of goods
-and produce (e.£., railway receipts) and documents are employed
for raising money during the process of marketing?

Are any difficulties experienced in the use of these instru-
ments and %ave .you any suggestions to make with a view to
removing those difficulties? : :

What in your opinion are the possibilities of operating
licensed warehouses in India. either on the lines of the system
which exists in the United States of America or otherwise?

] Do you think there is any need. for Government assistance
in the matter? ' »

.

3. In your district what is the value of land per acre for
different kinds of crops? ‘

What are the factors affecting such value? In your reply, .
please distinguish between )
(a) value of land in Government auction for non-paymen

of revenue;
(b) value of land in the event of sale by court decree;
(c) value of land in purchase by private negotiation.

4. Is there any legal impediment to mortgage of land and
-agricultural holdings in your province? - Are there any Land
Mortgage Banks or Agricultural Banks in your province or any
.other banks for the provision of long-term credit?

State what you know of their method of working and of
raising capital. ‘

_If no such .institution exists in the province, suggest the lines
on which such institutions could be established and worked to
the advantage of the landholders and tenants of your province.
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Do you suggest any measures for—.

(@) improvement in the record’ of rlghts and title ‘of
ownership s0 as to simplify reference, and to avoid
possibilities, of disputes and counterclaims by. parties
other than those who are thé clients of the bank;

(b) simplification of the process of {oreclosure and sale by
the Mortgage Bank in the event of non-payment;

(c) reduction of costs of reference in the record of rights
and of registration of records -and of the process at
law so as 10 reduce the burden on the good consti-
tuents of the bank in respect of charges incurred on
account of defaulters? ,

Should the working capltal of the proposed- Mortgage -Bank
hé derived largely from—

{a). deposits,
(3) funds-from’ central institutions, or
{c) debenture bonds?

Should debenture .bonds carry any Government guarantee either
for prmcnpal or interest or for both?

If so, what measures would you suggest to secure Govern-
ment agamst unnecessary loss?

Do you think that debentures issued by Land Mortgage
Banks should be included in’ the list of trustee securities?

On what terms should Agricultural Mortsage Banks raise
monies under each of the abovemenfioned heads, with or wrthout
Government guarantee, and on what terms should they lend. out
money so as to cover their ‘expenses?

Please state any other sugdestions for the adequate provision
of long-term credit against sound securlty

5. In order to devise measures for the increase of credit
facilities to the agricultural classes it is necessary to reach aa
estimate as accurate as possible of the exnstlng indebtedness of
these classes.

Do you know of any such esfimate for-a v1llage or a district
in your province, or for the Whole provincg?

In what manner can such an estimate be obtamed with
reasonable accuracy?

In such an estimate please distinguish between—

(a) the amount of debt with land as. securlty which is in
. the form of a registered mortgage,

(b)i the amount of.debt which is concealed. i m the form of
a judicial sale to circumvent:the provisions of Acts
such as the Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act,

(c) the amount of debt which is incurred against any other
assets, such as the village house, ornaments, ploughs
and other agricultural implements; crops’ and
produce, or debt which is given on the general

. security of all the assets without a specific pledge.
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Please_ state wherever possible the purposés‘for which the
debt was: incurred, such as—
«(a): -'th‘e‘-’repayment ‘of. earlier debts,
(b) marriage.‘and;.()thér' social occasions,
(¢) famine and other kinds of distress, .
(d) payment .of land revenue and rent,
‘(¢) seeds and manure, .
o imprpved agricultural implements,
‘(g') Sink»ilflg of wells and agricultural improvements,
(h) pulr‘chélse of land or bringing into cultivation fallow
ands. . ‘ o

‘Please indicate also to whom this debt is largely .due and
whether the creditors are Government' Banks, Co-operative
Societies, or indigenous bankers and professional money-lenders.

Please state the extent ‘to which indebtedness is due to
growth of the debt by compound interest, interest not having
been paid. _ . .

Please state any other causes of indebtedness. .

State what you know . of the rates of interest charged, the
methods used for calculating it and for enforcing the payment
of the debt. ‘ : ’ h

Do you think a larée number of people who are ‘efficient
farmers, are being turned into tenants for a period, or tenants
at will through the process of the enforcement of the old debts
and landed property passing on into the hands of the creditors?

Distinguish between .conditions in _irrigated tracts, the
famine zone, and areas not generally liable to famine.

If ‘this process is going on; does it take away from the actual
cultivator the incentive to produce more and in an efficient and
better manner? » :

6. Give some idea of the number of subsidiary. industries

" allied or supplemental to agriculture existing in the province or

in your district such as rice milling, dairy farming, gur-making,

sarden produce, cottori ginneries, sugar refineries, hand-spinning,
carpet-making, basket-making, weaving, etc. .

. Can you suggest methods by which "any ' such .industries
could be encouraged and by which the producer might be
enabled to get-a better return for his produce?

.Can you suggest any enterprises which may give employment
to the farmer during seasons when he cannot make full use of
his ‘time on his farm and thus enable him to supplement his
income and to raise his standard of living?

Do these require any credit facilities and are any credit
facilities existing? , : :

‘What would be the best method of securing working capital
iand proper marketing facilities for such enterprises?

What hnancial ‘machinery ‘do you suggest for this purpose?



7

.7 State what you know of the relations that exist between
the ‘Co-operative, Banks .and the other banks in.the country,
namely, the Imperial Bank of India, the Joint Stock Banks and
the indigenous banks. = »

Describe any existing difficulties in the matter of finance in
the case of Co-operative Societies both in regard to short and
long-term. capital. ’ ' , ’

Can you give an ; estimate .of, the amount of. extra capital
required. for financing co-operative movement in your district or
province? S P ‘ _

Is:theré any competition in.your district or'province between
the Co-operative Banks and Joint Stock Banks? "

If.s0,, to ‘what .extent.:and .in. what . direction?..

Have you any -views regarding the possibility ‘and désirab'ili’t’y--

of granting financial concessions in:order to stimulate the growth
of . the co-operative. movement (e.g., by. extension of special
exemption from income-tax to genuine Co-operative Societies,
inclusion of debentures issued by Provincial Co-operative Banks
in the -list ‘of trustee -securities, etc.)?" "

To what extent has the co-operative: movement succeeded in .

meeting the financial needs of the agriculturists, the small traders

and’ industrialists in your district. or pravince? How far," in
your opinion; is the -movement capable of meeting the financial’

needs - of ‘thesé classes?: - ‘ .

. Can you state to what -extent the Usurious Loans Act'is
being availed -of-in-the province? What measures would-you
suggest for greater use being made thereof? S

Would you suggest the enactment -of legislation such as'the
English . Money-lenders’ .Act -ot: the proposed Money-lenders’

Bill for the Punjab, in order:to.:make provision  for licensing.

debtors ‘with"copies'of accounts?” B : )
Do’ you' think "that' co-operative lending. and ‘borfowing,

money-lenders and making it obligatory on them to supply their

should be done on provincial scale instead of local” units, operat-

e

ing- separately in ~watertisht compartments,” i.e., -should the

nancing of primary societies be done by ‘the' Provincial Bank
direct.or: by- the Central- Banks?". .~ I
s T [ ~ IL—TInkkigcnou‘s ﬁa'jhking’. : i

- [NoTE~~By. indigenous ‘banking is" meant all' ‘banks: and
bankers other than the Imperial Bank of ‘India, the Exchange
Banks, Joint. Stack: Banks.and, Co-operative .Banks. It includes

any individual or private firm receiving deposits, dealing in hundis-

or lending maney,] . .

i

.. 1. - State what.you know :of .the.functions-of the indigenous

bank ‘or banker in your district or province enumerating all kinds:

of business the bank or banker transacts?

"2. How and to what extent does an indigenous bank or-

banker in .your.district or province: assist in financing -agriculture,
trade and industry? ’ . SO SR
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3. State what you know of the organization of the indigen-
ous banking system in your district or province with regard to—

{a) the amount of capital invested,
(b) the volume of their business,
(¢} their expenses, and
(d) the relations between one indigenous bank and another'
and between indigenous banks and other banks in
the country (viz., the Imperial Bank of India, the
Joint :Stock Banks and the Co-operative Banksi
(e) the adequacy of the facilities afforded by the Imperlal
. bBank and .other. Joint Stock Banks to xndxgenous
ankers.-

4. State what 'you know of the various forms of ‘hundis and
other credit instruments used by ‘the indisenous banks and
bankers and the extent of their use. Give sample copies of any
of the hundis, promissory notes deposit receipts, etc, used in
your locality. ,

5. State what you know of the mdlgenous bankers methods
of granting loans and allowing cash credits and the terms and
nature’ of these loans and cash credits.

What are the means by which the indigenous banks and
bankers provide themselves with funds to meet their demands?

What are the rates of interest allowed on various kinds of
deposits received by. them?

Is'it a custom among some mdlgenous bankers, who carry on
other business besides banking, to insist that advances made by
them should be taken in commodities and not in cash?

- Is it also 4 'custom to insist’ that repayments should be made
by sale of goods through the creditor? .

6. ‘What are the rates of interest either in money or in kind
which the agrlcultural commumty has to pay at present to the
mdlgenous banker?’ , )

.In what mannet do you suggest these could be brought down :
by ‘better : organization?

Would the reduction of such rates confer great beneﬁt on the
agricultural community and increase its resources thereby leading
either to an improvement in: the standard of living or enabling
them to spend: more on agricultural improvements, better agricul-
tural implements, etc. ?

7. TIs there a pre]udlce in your locality against the 1nd1gen-
ous bankers?

Are these bankers sufficiently protected in law? -
e I; there any legal or other faclhty which can be extended to -
them

Are the dealings of this class of bankers with their clientele
conducted on-sound lines?

If not indicate the" existing defects, maklng suggestions for
remedying them.
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8. Would you suggest any means of making this. class of
bankers more serviceable to the community?

Could you suggest any mears by which the: mdlgenom bank-
ing system in India could be improved and consolidated?.

Do you recommend any specnal facilities to- be given to this
class for this purpose?

What is the general system of accounts keeping 'and to what
extent . are . accounts open to inspection or verification by
* customers ?

What do you thmk would be the attitude of the mdlgenous
banking community towards the introduction ‘of any measures
for rggulatmg their’ operatlons ‘and for giving publlcxty 1o the
same?

-9. After making allowance for;the {egal ‘expenses, _'m_a'nage-
ment charges, losses through default and losses through fore-
closure, can you give an idea of the nett return -to the- lndlgen-
ous banks and bankers on their capital?

. 10. DPlease state whether the indigenous banks and bankers
are able to meet all demands for accommodation ‘or whether
they are obliged to refuse any ‘either on accounyt of the’ unaccept:
able nature of the security oﬁered or -owing to msuﬁiaency’ of -
their workmg capital?

11. How in your opinion should the indigenous banking
systen} ge; linked with the central money ‘market and provmc1al
capitals

Would you suggest the establishment of 2. branch of a Joint
Stock Bank, or a branch of a Central Reserve Bank, ‘or a loca
bank with local directorate, in each district™ with whxch the
indigenous bankmg system may be connected? :

In what manner could such a bank inspire’ th¢ confidence of
the mdlgenous bankers and be able to utilize the local knowledge
and experience of the latter?

How is the competition of such a bank w1th the mdlgenous .
bankers to be avoided? :

12. Do you think there is a large ‘amount of money in  the
districts in the hands bf indigenous bankers which does not ﬁnd
employment throushout the year?

o you think. “that owing _to. this.cause any large amount of
money is flowing to the provmcxal _capital either for long or for
short perjods?

Do you think any kmd of improvement in the orgamzatlons
of lending or borrowing can be made by which these funds instead
of flowing to the provincial capital would find remunerative
employment in the districts arid thereby beneﬁt ‘the dnstncts'-’

I —Investment hab:t and attraction of camtal

1. What'are the existing banking resources in the prownce"‘

~ Can’vou state. the -amount of addmonal “capital, if ‘any,
required? . A

2 -
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‘What are the meéans or ‘institutions in’existencé for encourag-
ing savings and investment habit? What has beenthe mﬂuence
of Co-operative Societies and Banks? i

. Are the public prov1ded w1th full facilities for the 1nvest-
ment of their savings?

Can the existing facilities be 1mproved in any way or- extend-
ed’in the smaller interior:places?

‘Can ‘you give any useful information in regard to the habits _
of the people of India to invest in silver and gold? -

, 2 .Are Postal Cash Certificates popular in your district or
province and can any steps be taken to increase their popularrty'-’

Do present interest rates of C ash Certificates requlre revision
‘and do existing terms of issue in any way need change?

ADo Savmgs Banks affordall p0551b1e facilities to the pubhc'f’

What classes of population resort to such forms of mvest-
ment? ,
. Can . anythlng ‘be done to attract .other classes?

. Have, you, anything to say regardmg the alleged competmon
of. Government with banklng instifutions and bankers in regard
to deposits by their attractive rates on Postal Cash Certxﬁcates and
Treasury Bills?

3. -State the exrstmg facilities for purchase and sale of
Government securities afforded by Government, the Imperial
Bank of India and other banks. Are you in favour of - -granting
any_ special facilities.to the small agriculturists and the small
investors of .the country to take up some form 'of Government
security?  If so, state what special facilities you recommend’

State the existing facilities for purchase and sale of securities,
other than Government syecurxtles afforded by the various
financial agenaes

Can_you indicate clearly the habits of various groups of
people in your district or province with reference to monies
which come into their hands by sale of produce or through, any
other cause? Where do thev keep this money’ and for what pur-
poses and in what manner do' they use it?

Can you form any" estimate of fhe tendency towards
.hoardmd?

‘Do the farmers lend to fellow agnculturlsts and on what
terms’ ‘How. do they invest surplus money in.a prosperous
year? Give any information you_can regarding the amount,
.growth -and distribution  of capltal among the mdxgenous
populanon

. -State what you know about the growth of cheque “habit.

What has been the effect of the abolmon of stamp duty on

cheques?

" What classes .of population use cheques? - Have you any
suggestions to make for further promotmgtthe cheque-habm e.g.,
payment of Government servants and bank emp]oyees above

Rs, 100 by cheques)?
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f‘lave you any suggestions ‘te make regarding the use of
.vernacular scnpts in bankmg?

5. Do dyou support the view that the’ banking and ' mvestment
habit in India is. of very. slow growth?

1f so, to what causes do you. attribute: it? -

Have you any suggestions to make regarding ,the -various
possible ‘means of educating the people of thé country to* invest
their! savings in- productive undertakings (e.g., propaganda by
Government in regard to Government loans for capital expendi-
ture, -etc.)?

As far :as you know what -has been the result of the: openmg
of new branches in recent years by the Imperial Bank of Indla

_SUPPLEMENTARY. QUESTIONNAIRE.

1. ‘Describe the part played by the different’ classes of banks
and bankers and importing and exporting firms in the ﬁnancmg
of foreign trade of India during the followmg stages :—

(@) Export .trade—
‘(i) From the village to-the mandi..
(11) From the mandi to 'the ‘exporting ports.
(b) Import trade— !

(1) }'rom the .importing ports:to- the dlstrlbutmg centres
- in India, such as Amritsar, Delhi, Cawnpore,etc.

(ii) From the distributing centres. to the consumer,

2. What' aré the terms on which ‘the financing of ‘trade
during the above stages is done? Are any dlﬂicultres experrenced
in connection with the above financing and have you any sugges-
tions to make for removing those' difficulties~and for -improving
in any way the existing financial facilities’ avarlable for the miove-
ment of imported and exportab! e artlcles

3. It'has been suggested that ‘the grower of produce in
India does not get the full value for his produce:on account of
the speculative buying and selling activities .of firms and. coms
games who deal in the export trade and by the control of prices

these and other bodies. What are your views on this sugges,
tlon? : Please supplement.-your views-by :any facts:and figures
within. .your knowledge. Have you -any .observations - to: make
;mt}: 3 v':)ew to ensure a better return to the growers of produce
n India : R ‘
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~ APPENDIX C.

No. F-2 (I11I)-F-29, dated New. Delhi, lhe 3rd Apnl 1929,
From<"The Hon’ble Mr. E. 8urpon, c.s l GIE. 5 1.G, 8., Secretary lo the
Government of India, Finsiice Department. B

To—All Provmcial Governments.

" SUBJECT. —Enquzry into.banking conditions in India.

I am directed to refer to this Department’s letter
No D./5121-F., dated the 22nd December 1925, asking, among
other things, for the views of the Local Government as to- the
best method of surveying the field of banking and of encouraging
the. development ‘of banking in.India. By the time- the replies
of the Provincial Governments were received, the Government
of India had also teceived .the Report of the Royal Commission
on Indian Currency and Finance,which recommended the crea-
tion of a Central Bank for India. These replies and the Report
were duly examined by the Government of India, who came to
the conclusion that the establishment of the Reserve Bank of
India and its activities through its member Banks would go far
to remedy some of the major defects in the Indian banking system
and to improve banking facilities generally, They therefore
thought that on the whole it would be preferable to postpone
further enquiry of the kind previously contemplated until some
expeé‘rience of the workmg of the Reserve Bank of Indxa had been
gain :

2. “When, therefore Mr. S 'N.:-Haji moved a Resolution
in the Legislative Assembly in February 1927 recommending that
a glommlssmn be appointed to investigate the present condi-
tion- of banking in India and to make recommendations for their
improvement and expansion, the Hon’ble the Finance Member,
on_behalf of the Government of India, explained that, though
they shared the desire of- Mr. Haji and his supporters that an
enquiry should be made into the banking system of India with a
view to its improvement, they did not think that the time
chosen was opportune, In making this statement Sir Basil
Blackett further explained that an important portion of the
ground of the proposed enquiry, namely, the finaneing .of agri-
* cultire and facilities for agricultural banking would be -covered
by -the ‘Agricultural Commission, and :that’Governmént would
consrder the position again when the Commrssnon had reported‘

"3. As the Local Government is " aware, however, the
Reserve Bank Bill was rejected by the Legislative Assembly
in February 1928, and the Government of India, feeling that the
atmosphere in which the Bill was lost was not favourable to
public investigations of a technical and scientific nature, decided
to let the question of a banking enquiry rest at least until they
had had an opportunity to study the Report of the Agncultural
Com wsion presented in_April 1928.

4. Both the Pederatron of Indian Chambers of Commerce
and the Associated Chambers of Commerce revived the ques-
tion at .their respective annual meetings in December 1928, the
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former passing a resolution urging upon the Government
“immediately to appoint an Indian Banking Enquiry Com-
mittee with special reference to the system of indigenous bank-
ing with a view to develop and foster the same’. Discussions
ensued at which the Hon’ble the Finance Member and repre-
sentatives of both groups of Chambers of Commerce were
present: and as the first result of these discussions the broad
position which Government decided to take is that described in
the following sentences, which are taken from a statement made
by the Hon’ble the Finance Member in the Legislative Assembly.

The formation of a Central or Reserve Bank is desirable in
order that India may be equipped with a mechanism for the con-
trol of currency and credit on the lines approved by modern
experience. At the same time, the Government can only proceed
itbject to:their being satisfied as to two conditions : first, that the
organization of the Bank is securely settled on sound lines, and
gecondly, that there is a measure of general support among the
representatives of public opinion for the proposals. Full advant-
age should be taken of any interval which may occur before
these conditions are fulfilled and the time is again ripe for reviv-
ing the proposals for a Reserve Bank by inaugurating an enquiry
into the general banking organization of the country which is
intimately connected with the question of a Central Bank. For
a Central Bank is essentially the crown of the whole structure of
banking in its-widest sense, and if it is to be well designed to
meet the practical requirements of the country it must be
adapted to the banking organization of the country on which it
should rest. Viewed from this angle, a banking enquiry will be
of value in throwing light on the actual situation throughout the
country and in instructing public opinion as to the main require-

ments.

5. In order to carry public opinion with them as far as
possible in the details as well as in the general policy of the
matter, the Government of India have taken steps to ascertain
the views of leaders of political parties in the Central Legislature
and have again conferred with representatives of the Federation
of Indian Chambers and the Associated Chambers of Commerce.
These further discussions have disclosed a fairly general con-
sensus of opinion as to the broad lines on which the enquiry
should proceed and as to its main objects. As to the former it
is generally agreed that the enquiry should be divided into two
principal stages; the first covering the collection of evidence and
the indication of the main directions in which the opening up
of increased facilities is required; the second stage taking the
form of a consideration by experts with world experience of the
evidence and suggestions prepared by local Committees during
the first stage. As to the main objects of the enquiry these would
be to enquire into the exisfing conditions of banking in India
and to make recommendations for the expansion of both indigen-
ous and joint-stock banking, with special reference to the needs
of -agriculture, commerce and industry. It was accordingly
decided 'to prepare a plan of action to be directed to this end,
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Ahd to  submit it ir:the first instance for-the consideration of
Local Governments whose .co-operation will be essential.

- ;:‘,'Thés'e are ‘the_c‘irc_umstances which have led to the present
commupication. being addressed to you. '

.00 As regards the procedure of the enquiry, I am to say in
ﬁle'vﬁl_'st\ instance that the Government of India feel that, if the
inyestigation is ta be adequate and is at the same time to be com-

leted within a reasonably short space of time, it would be
impracticable to entrust the whole of the work to a single Com-
mittee. The proposal which has so far met with approval is that

there should be set up— (
" (a) a! Central Committee, and
(b):a- number of Provincial Committees to deal with the
‘ special- requirements of -different provinces, such
» Provincial Committees to consist: of persons who
.. have the knowledge of local conditions, which will
. * be all important.

.. To.arrive at a clear definition of the scope and functions of
the Gentral .and Provincial Committees, respectively, it is neces-
sary ;1o analyse in some detail the subjects which it is intended
that the enquiry as a whole should cover, and the analysis arrived
ab inthe course of the preliminary discussions is as follows :—
(i) "The' regulation - of banking, with the object of protect-
ing depositors and thereby increasing confidence in
the banking system.
(ii). Banking education, with the object of providing facili-
""" ties for obtaining training in banking and generally
of creating a body of people who have a real know-
ledge of the principles and practice of banking, and
(iii), T'hf" development and -extension of banking on sound
ines. : ! )
The last item is capable of further sub-division as follows :—
(a) Industrial banks and credit facilities for India’s main
©* - industries like cotton, jute, coal, etc;
1b) Financing of foreign trade; ' ; ‘
(c) Agricultural credit (including co-operative credit) and.
. credit facilities for small industries ; .
~{d) Mortgage banks; and . o :
v(e) Financing of internal trade in connection with all the
.. .. above headings. - '
2 7. It is suggested that heads (i), (ii) and (iii) (b) s_hould be
definitely, . excluded from the purview of the Provgncnal Com-
‘mittees ‘already described, and thaf head (iii) (a) might also be
treated from the beginning as primarily the concern of the Central
Committee, -although it is recognized that there are certain as-
pects: or sub-divisions - of the subject to which the Erovnncxal
Committees might make a useful contribution. The main matter
for study by the.Provincial Committees would, however, be had
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(iii) : (¢) (d) and’ (e). ‘These are moreover: from"every point of
view the most important of -the whole field of ithe enquiry.
Essentlally, the purposes which it is: desired .to secure so far‘as
the interests of the rural population are concgrned,, are that the
cultivator should be enabled to secure the credit he needs both
for the improvement of his land and its, equipment and for the
marketing of his produce: and that, on the other. hand, means
should be devised to stimulate the habit of investment and attract
bankmg deposits. ‘It ‘is bugdgested that, bearing. these purposes
in mind, the Provincial . Committees should conduct in a fe

selected areas an intensive survey- ‘of condmons, exnstmg facilities
ar;ld lrequ1rements, and 4 ‘general survey of the provmce 4asa
whole

- 8. The Central. Commlttee will be constltuted by the Gov—
ernment of India. It is proposed that heads (i), (i) ‘and (i i) (a)
and (b) should from the beginning be made the direct 'fespari-
sibility_of the Central Committee. In respect of the two latter
heads it might 'be convenient- for .the Central Committee*to
appoint sub-committees to visit .important. mdustrlal centres and
gain first-hand knowledge of the needs of large mdustrges and
departments of trade. 'In addition to this the Central ‘Committee
would act as adviser t6 the Government of India in* laying down
at the outset the main lines on which’ ‘the: Provincialr Committees
should conduct thelr enquiry and later-in- sifting the:material con-
tained in the various reports submitted by the :Provincial Com-
mittees and its own sub-committees preparatory to the maklng.
of its own final report to the Government. - At’ this ‘point, the
second stage of the enquiry will be reached when the Govern-
ment of India contemplate that they should invoke the assistance
of a small body of outside experts (say, three or- four) selected by
Government either from England or:from other countries with
well-developed systems of rural credit and indutstrial . banking.
These outside experts would act as advisers to the Cenfral Com-
mittee. They would carry out joint discussions-with :the; Com-
mittee with a view to assisting the latter in ‘makins its recom-
mendations to the Government of India as to the best way.!of
dealing with the state of affairs disclosed :by.the . preliminary
enquiries above referred to. The experts will-further be. entitled
to submit a separate report of their own, if mecessary,’ to-the
Central Committee which will -include it in Ats bwm-feport, suli-
mitted to the Govemment of Indla

9, As regards the' composmon “of the Committees; it~is
suggested that the Provincial Committeés should. contam the
following personnel : —

(i) A senior - officer of Government with’ cmsnc{erable
district exoerience and knowledge of rural‘ economy,
; who. will be Chairman; “
(ii)) A co-operative except to provxde special expenence on
rural agricultural ecredit; .
(iii) An qu:an Economist ;-
(iv) A representative of commerce;
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(1_7} A representative of the indigenous banking community;
(vi) A non-official with-a close knowledge of the interest of
the agricultural classes, who can represent: their
! ';n‘t((;.rests" as the classes who require credit facilities;
. an ‘ '
(vii} ‘Possibly ‘another' non-official similarly to represent small
' ‘urban 'interests. - :

The Committees should be appointed by the Government of
India in consultation with -the Local Government. . It is
em-pha§_1sed,' that the dbove are intended to be no more than
suggestions. The G{overnment of India will be glad to consider
any counter-suggestions which may be put forward by the Prov-
incial Governments, o

- 10, Itis éoqtemplafed that the Central Gommittee which will
act- throughout in close contact with; the Hon’ble the Finance
Member, should include the following:— , ; '

" {(4) Two members nominated in consultation: with the

" Federation ‘of Indian Chambers. .- S
() Two members nominated in consultation with the
- Associated, Chambers of Commerce. '
(c)‘An Indian Economist. '
(d) A banker nominated in consultation with the Imperial
~ Bank of India. _ -
‘(e) A banker nominated in_consultation with the Associa-
" tion of Co-operative Banks. _ ‘
(f) A banker nominated in consultation with the Exchange
Banks Association. |

‘(¢) A joint-stock banker, and
(h) An indigenous banker.

. » .

The question of the representation of the general interests
of the public and particularly of agriculture from the side of those
‘who require credit facilities still remains to be settled. It will
also be observed that no' provision has been made- for the re-
presentation :of the Indian legislature -as- such. on the Central
Committee. -This is due to the technical nature of the enquiry.
But, in view of the great interest” shown by, that body in the
enquiry, the Hon’le the Finance Member has agreed to keep
in touch with the Central Committee at all stages of its activities
‘and to keep the leaders:of political parties apprised, by means
of informal conversations; of the progress of the enquiry.

- .. 11. Subject to consideration. of the views of the Local Gov- *
‘ernments, the Government of India propose that the first meeting
of the Central Advisory Committee should be held in Simla
about the middle of May when a memorandum laying down in
some specific detail the heads of enquiry to be undertaken by the
Previncial Committees will be placed before them for discussion,
The memorandum as approved by the Central Advisory Com-

mittee would then be issued to. the Provincial Governments to
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reach them by the end of May so that the Provincial Committees
might have their preliminary meetings in June to settle the
terms -of their questionnaire and their detailed programme of
work : and the actual enquiry might begin before August. The
important point is that everything should be prepared so that a
start might be made immediately after the close of the monsoon
period. The Government of India estimate that the Provincial
Committees would take about six months to complete their
enquiry .and submit their reports, while another four months
thereatter would be required by the Central Advisory Committee
to finish their portion of the task.

12. I am now to enquire whether the Local Government
approve of the direction which it is proposed to give to the
enquiry and whether they have any improvements to suggest in
regard to this. I am also to ask that the views of the Local
Government as regards the procedure which it is proposed to
adopt may be furnished as éarly as possible. If the Local Gov-
ernment agree to the procedure .contemplated, T am to request
that the names of individuals who might suitably.be chosen serve
on the Provincial and Central Committees may be furnished to
this Department. Finally, I am to invite attention to the enclosed
provisional memorandum laying down the broad lines of enquiry
to be pursued by the Provincial Committees and to request -that
any observations which the Local Government may wish to make
on this memorandum may also be communicated to the Govern-
ment of India at an early date. '

Enclosure.

Memorandum of lines of enquiry by Provincial Committees.

1. The Provincial Committees should make intensive sur-
veys of one or two selected- districts. in each- province and a
general survey of the conditions in the province or areas as a
whole in regard to agricultural and small industries with special
reference to the fabric of finance; The details of the enquiries
to be undertaken should be settled by the Provincial Committees.
themselves, but in: order to. faciliate tabulation of the results
for all Ind,ia, the following main heads under which the Com-
mittees should classify ‘the information and material collected
are laid down for their guidance. This should not be held to-.
debar the Provincial Committees from investigating any special
provincial features not covered by the heads below.

2. The main heads referred to above are :—

I.—'—Agriéuitural Credit.

(See. in this connection Chapter-XII and XIII of Agricultural
.. Commission’s Report.)
(a) Various items of permanent jimprotement to land.
Credit facilities required and actually existing. Rates of interest
3
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and period of loans and other conditions. Part played by
Imperial Bank, Joint-stock banks, co-operative banks and indi-
genous banks and bankers. Scope for land mortgage banks and
for agricultural credit banks. Co-ordination of credit agencies.
Review of system of Government loans and elimination of’
admiinistrative defects. ' :

(b) Credit facilities required . for purchase: of- agricultural
implements and seed and other expenses of production. Faci-
lities actually existing. Rates of interest and period of loans and
other conditions. Effect of borrowing on disposal of produce.
Part played by different classes of banks and bankers.

(¢} Present methods of marketing principal crops. Credit.
facilities required for financing of products .during -marketing.
Part played by different classes of banks and bankers. . Facilities
for remittance. - Use of negotiable instruments and. scope for pro-.
motion. Reduction of duty on bills. . = : -

(d). Volume of agricultural indebtedness in province and the.
causes contributing to such indebtedness. Existing credit faci-.
lities for discharging debt.  Part played by different classes of
banks and bankers. .

{e) Agricultural enterprises and. other .small ‘industries in
province, like dairy farming, gud factories, cotton ginneries, sugar
refineries, etc. Possibilities of developing cultivation.or. of help-
ing cultivator to get a better return by erection of such factories-
Credit facilities required and actually existing. S

I1.—Special study - of working of Co-operative banks and co-
- operative marketing societies.

.

(See ‘Chapter XIII of Agricultural Commission’s Report.)

Extension of co-operation in direction of borrowing and
lending on provincial scale instead of local units operating
separately in watertight compartments. Relations with' Imperial
Bank and joint-stock banks. Present difficulties of financing co-
operative societies both short and long term’ capital. Allesed
competition of co-operative banks ‘with joint-stock banks.

. II.—Special study of indigenous banking.

Collection of ‘available. information "regarding indisenous
banks and bankers and tteir methods of doing business. Shroffs,
large and small, who do" not "usually call themselves bankers,
should be included in enquiry. Information should comprise
capital, deposits, cash balance, terms of.advances, establishment,
clientele, relation to agricultire; industry and trade, facilities
required, relation to joint-stock banks and Imperial Bank,
“attitude towards some sort of governmental supervision and
publicity, methods to secure stability and inspire confidence.
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IV.—Investment habit and attraction of capital.

(l) Means or institutions in existence for encouraging invest-
ment habit. - Postal -cash certificates -and postal- savings ‘banks;
Classes of populatlon who resort to such forms of investment and
methods of attracting other' classes. _Alleged competition of
Government with joint-stock banks. Existing facility for pur-
chase and sale of Government securities. Hilton-Young Com-
mission’s proposal for-introduction of gold cash certificates.

- (2) Growth of cheque habit. Effect on same of abolition of
stamp duty on cheques Other methods of promotion like pay-
‘ment of Government servants -and bank employes above, say,
Rs. 100 by cheques. -

"43) Branch banking and :investment habit. Experience of
Imperial Bank’s new branches opened under agreement. Exist-
Lng d;]ﬁicultxes experxenced by joint-stock banks in opening new

ranches
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APPENDIX
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No1E.~Forms B and C used for the General Survey will also have to be
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does not include details of indebtedness
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APPENDIX
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APPENDIX

qAHAT

" FORM' B.
For Central

T q3q

{HIT S Foor

&% A1 a8 (I AT’ | ¥ & 5% arw-
' mﬁiafﬁa) () maﬂ-gsnﬂaa‘tam )
A (aga), &Y wnaai W gIwTa &
e | T TR R || () Fg Ared, | - AR AT
g, | T BRAEA R | e, (v)mw“'(malﬂ z?rar a7 .
Seriai | Name of cultivasor |Gaste. &R ):(1 32 (2) 2| Araa beld i
n * er
No. | cultiyating and n A R SO | bomefarn and
T . [—| 1K~ uamber o
makbuza, absolute-occu- vxllag:.s
pancy, occupancy or %
ryotwari villages), ‘i’s(tlcnl qm{ﬁnﬂ W
malik ryot, and ryot. FXTA WAGS
T T
K ] | ¥ v

SAUCEUN
CISEEL]

Rent or
revenue.

g (&
A@FHR.

1

Column 4.—If a person holds land in other villages, the area and the name of village should
Column 8.—Enter if the debt is for—
(a) The repayment of earlier debts.
(b) Marriage and other social occasions.
(c) Famine and other kinds of distress.
(d) Paynrent of land revenue and rent.
(e) Seeds and manure.
(f) Improved agricultural implements. -
(2) Sinking of wells and agticultural improvement. .
(h) Purchase of land or bringing into cultivation fallow lands.
(i) Litigation.

Column—7.—If a person has borrowed from more than one source.

. Column 15.—If a person lends money, enter amounts here.
. The patwari should also state the average selling value of land grawing the principal crops

extent of borrowing
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from each source be given.

in the village (i.e., wheat land, rice land, cotton Tand, where these crops si¢ important).
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After Form B has been checked and corrected b} a Tahsildar or similar
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Instructions to

In this ﬁtatement those people who are owed more than they owe, should be classed as free

exceed the debts owed to him should be included in the statement. The patwari will then total
Revenue Inspector will then prepare a consolidated statement as above for his Revenue
The Revenue Inspector’s circle statements only should be sent to the Secretary, Provincial
district headquarters until required. If the commmee desire to make further inquiry in any
circle statements will be required. The palwan should show in Form G the average selling ;

This wxll be based on the ﬁgures in Form B

~ N.B —-!n the vxllage chosen for npeclal intensive survey Fonm B and € will be of course
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from debtin column13 and in all cases only the net amount:whereby debts awed by any p:
these figures and give & consolidated statement in the -ame form for his patwari circle.” The
Inspector’s Circle, if information is being called for more than one patwari ‘tifcle in his circle.
Banking Enquiry Committee. The village and patwar] circle statements :can be retained in
particular Revenue Inspector’s circle upon receipt of these statemente the village and patwarj
value of land for the principal crops in his ¢ircle as a wholg.” ) o

required in addition to Form A,
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B FORM FOR:BERAR. -
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Name of the village . To be filled in by patwari.
Revenue Inspector s Circle B
Talug : , :
Dlstglpt :
- Simple debt. “Sources - of
, ] ) - g
Y : - | Raté of 1. Govern I
;. < _ ort- X L até o ’ .. Government. n,
?12':;;;’:‘. 1 Caste. | Area. ‘::‘::. gdaegbetd ‘inRtitr:;f — mter:est. Pur‘poseq.. 2. (i;:-:géra»ﬁve grain.
. : Secured. | o ired. 13. Landlord,
fn 4. Mahajani.
1 2 3 4 5 ‘6 7 .8 9 10 11
|
| .
| ;
1. iRepa;yinent of earlier debt.
2. Payment of land revenue. w
3. .Seeds, manure, bullocks, etc. , In column 9 write the undermentioned _purposes for which debt has
4. House building. been.incurred. .
5. Marriages and other ceremonials.
6. Maintenance and other hourehold expenses,

Tf there is more than one source of debt please glve details of each

iource

K2



- - APPENDIX D—concld.

¥ C FORM FOR BERAR; . '
District _ . S ( To be filled in by Revenue Inspector,

C 0 Namber ] S Mortgage debt. A Simpie debt.

Number of | of ' » o ; ,

ii'l':' eenri: occupants| Occupied|. - Mort- - e Sources| a.’ ! - ‘ Sour
vRe vgenue o lt)he srea in | Assoss- |- goged Rateof| po. For | o Simple | Rate of| For ogrcu
Inspector’s | villages the “" | ment. | gof, -~ |interest ooqout [ gther |-debt. | deDt- |interest. agricul- | other | debt

Circle. of the circle. ’ te ture pur- |. pur- . ture pur- | .pui ‘

v circles. s poses. | poses. } poses. | pases. |
1 2 3 4 5 [ 6 7 8 9 1 10 n 12
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APPENDIX E.
Notes on the villages mtenswely surveyed by the Commxttee

COTTON ZONE, BERAR.
LONI, TALUQ AND DISTRICT AMRAOTI, BERAR.

Loni is a village on the Badnera-Karanja road in the
Amraoti talug, 6 miles from Badnera and 12 miles from Amraoti.
Total area of the village is 2,917 acres and the land revenue is
Rs. 4,199. The cropped area is 2,630 acres. More than half is
under cotton. Principal cropping of the v1llage is as under—

Acres,
Cotton- i 1,468
Juar 628
Wheat IOV . 8
Others = 586

About 9 or 10 years ago people used to grow garden crops in
the village. They do' not do so now and state that this is due to
the decrease of the wafer-supply. Land is sold from Rs. 300 to
Rs. 700-a tiffan (4 acres) -in the village and the lettmg value is
from Rs. 25 to Rs. 60 per tiffan.

Cultivators generally borrow from the Amraetx sowkars and
they have to pay Rs. 24 per cent interest on simple debts: and
Rs. 15 to Rs. 21 on mortgages. :

Three big kabjedars in the village ﬁnance the seasonal
requirements of some of the cultivators at 25 per cent for five
or six months. There is a co-operative society with 15 members
in the village. The members of the society have to borrow from:
other sources as well. Taccavi loans are in demand, but people
say that they do not get them. They desire that taccavi should
be distributed freely as interest is low. Government money is
promptly recovered, and the cultivators are obllged to save in-
order to repay these loans. .o

There are 178 kabjedars in the village,  of them 80 aré.
entirely free from debt. They hold 2,917 acres at Rs. 4,199 inthis
village and 2,517 acres at Rs. 3, 542 elsewhere. - Thus the total
land held by these kabjedars is 5,434 acres at Rs. 7,741. The
total secured and unsecured debt amounts to Rs. 74 971, i.e.,
Rs. 421 per kabjedar or Rs. 765 per indebted kab]edar or
Rs, 13-8-0 per acre or 9} times the land revenue. The average
holding comes. to- 30 acres. The selling price of the land aver-
ages at Rs. 100 per acre and the subletting value Rs. 10 pet acre.
The debt comes to-13 per cent of the total value of the land.
The followmg kabjedars are heavily indebted,

Rs.
(1) Jairam Honaji, 15 acres at Rs. 22 ! 1,500
{2) Shivram Puri, 50 acres at Rs. 57 LN e 6.780
(3) Mainksa Ramji, 3! acres at Rs. 48 ' e T R2,100
(4) Maroti Raoji, 45 acres at Rs. 67 coonnt e 1,500

Total ... 11,880

:—&.—-
But even these are not hopelessly, involved. - They have other
property elsewhere. They are -quite Prosperous and hope to
pay off their debts. No one in the v:llage alleges that - he ig

hopelessly mdebted
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« -

"The following statement will show the economlc posmon of
the members.of the co-operatlve society :— .

eratxv Outsidev .
Name of Kab]ednr. B Area. re&:::e . Co—ogebt € debt.

1 2 3 4 ] 5

i w. ] Rs. ap.| ‘Rs.
o gl FEY G
Gan at Gangaram ! ~33- ; i .

'Ragll:op Bapuji 2226 21 0 01 17250 |- 25

Jairampuri Dattapure 49 S00 80 |

Gopal Raghoji 421 4 80 200
Gopalsingh Bhawsingh .21-16 41 40 1,300 - 380
Maroti Raoji A .. 522 9 8 ¢ 2,155 | 780

' .22°25 32 890 .
Govind Bapuji 829 12 0 0 <500} - 100
Keni, w/o Sitaram . 4716 4 80 186 | 28
Namdeo Sakharam 13-20 19 0 0 165 500

Govinda Ananda 85 4 00 224
Bakiya Bapuji - 12:0 18 9 6 75 375
Maruti Balaji- - - AR 14-2 212 0 130 920
Kisan Dewaji- 18-23 24 00 300 :
Maniksa Ramji 40' 8 0 2,500 270
Total ... 27-366 440 26| '13.055 .3,378

y . -

The total debt on the 15 members of the socrety comes to
Rs. 16,443 or Rs. 1,096 per member or 58 per. acre or 37
times the land revenue. It will thus appear that the members
are more heavily indebted than the non-members. The reason
given is that-the members were heavily ‘indebted- ‘when .they
joinéd the society. It is said that they have improved “their
ﬁnancml position since, and are better off than before. But
it is drﬁicult for old debts to be redeemed by short-term loans

- Sources. Purposes ”

R ‘Rs. . Rs.
L Governmenl . .. 1,055 1. Repayment of old debt ... 12.226
2. Co-orerative ¢ ... 13,060 2. Marriage and ceremomals 8,100
3. Mahajan .. 60,856 3. Purchase of land .3
X ————— 4. Land improvement
RN Total .. 74,971 5. Sinking of wells
——— 6. Litigation
7. Domestic expenses e
8. Seed. bullocks, etc. . 9,655

—_—

Total ’74,97f 'fj

Of thls, Rs 52 150 or 67 per cent is secured and Rs. 22, 821 or
323 per cent is unsecured. ~ About 26% per cent is old debt. Of
the balance, 25 per cent. is: for unproductive -and 75 per “¢ent’ is
for productive puyrposes.

Cost ‘and profit of ciltivation. —Cultwators state that. they
cannot do their cultivation without hired labour Those:who
work in the field save wages of 2 persons and a pair of bullocks.

‘hey have to employ labour for clearing the fields of cotton
stalks,"and other wild growth, for sowing, weeding, davaran; pick-
ing, cutting, threshing and watching as the owner and his wife



32
cannot; da all thxs by, themselves. They say that if their holding
is small .they in spare time, work for wages for. .others and
others- snmllarly work for them. But they cannot avoid employ-
mgd labour. Thelr ‘estimate of cultivating 24 acres of land. is as
under=-
" Cottorn 16
Juar 8nacr:scre. .- } 24 acren.

Cotton 16 acres— Rs. /. p.
1. Clearing the field of cotton stalks at Rs. 1-{-0 per tiffan... 5 0 0
Sowing (hire for. 2 pairs of bullocks) . 12 0 0
2 labourers for 4 days at. 10 anras a day . 2 8 0
3. Cotton seed 6 maunds. e w 12.0°0
fur seed 1 kudo e . 2 8.0
4. 2 weedings : .. 500 0. .
S. Davaran e 900
6. Picking at6 annas a maund . 52 8.0
7. Tur cutting ’ ... 500
Labour ~ .. L e . 100
Threshing e ’ e 3 00
Whatching - . - 900
Total ....163 8 0 -~
or Rs. 10 per acre.
Juar 8 acres— Rs. a.'p.
1. Clearing the field .. 300
2. Sowing (hlre for one-pair-of bullocks) for 3 days 6 0 0
3. 2 laboursrs’ wages: 1 820
4. Juar seed (5 pailis) . 1 40
5. Turseed (3 palhs) w 0150
6. Mung .. 0 40
7. Davaran 4 0 0
8.. Weeding one 1000
9. Watching 580
10. Cutting o' juar 300
11." Threshing 78090
Total .. 4215 0
'Feed of bullocks cotton seed e, w 34 00
.. Implements, etc. vee .. 500
: Total 39 0.0
Total cost : — . e
Cotton - . . .. 163 8 0
Juar . e .. 4215 0
General - . . .. 3900
Total '...245 7 O

Rs 10 per acre cost of cultnvatlon exclusive of land revenue and
depreciation on bullocks. This_represents about Rs. 11- 12-0. per
acre for cotton cultlvatxon and Rs. 7 for juar cultivation.

Outturn 1=
Cotton -, 7 khandi (of 20 mds. » kh. and 15 seers & maund).
‘ i ) 1atRe. 60 a khandi 420

Tur ... 2% khandi (of 20 mds. a kh. and 15 seers’a mnund)
- Juar . ... 5 khandis at Rs. 26 per khandi
. Mung . . .. 5kudo s - 10

U,

Total .. 660 .

:Ba-.ZZ per acre gross or Rs. 18 per acre net.
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Those who depend on hired. labour for all operations requlre
Rs. 7 an acre in addition. Thexr cost .of cultlvatlon will come
to Rs 16-4-0.. About 15 per cent of the” cultxvators depend
entxrely on hired labour.

It is clear that the  cultivators:-have suppressed the outturn.
After a series of experiments over a number of years on all
kinds of soil, the standard outturn of cotton. and ‘juar for the
district is fixed at 320 Ibs. - and 7007 Ibs. respectively. The soxl§
here are at least up to the average. The -cultivators get. this,
whether they may like fo admit it or not. They are depressed
at this time as the crops have been below fnormal and the price
of cotton has gone down beyond expectations, hitting them’ both
ways. Taking the yield figures giveh by the cultivators. them-
selves they can get Rs. 30x18=Rs. 540 each: net profit per year,
30 acres being the size of “the average holding: From this he
has to pay Rs. 60 land revenue, -and :Rs. 30 depreciation -for his
pair’ of bullocks, taking Rs. 150.as the average price..of .a-pair
and five years the normal working life of that pajr. Thus he
gets Rs. 450 net.

He requires Rs. 325 for the maintenance''of his family and
for clothing them’ The detanls of their reqmrements are as
under —

Forp fm'm‘ly of ﬁyemembers';'

Juar 4 kbandis ...
Dal 1 khandi .
Wheat 10 kudos
“Rice 2% kudos
Chillies 6 maunds _

Salt _ e .
Qit 1 maund’ : -
Kerosene 2 tins... e
. Vegetgb}e. e . ). .
Total .. 25412 O
Clothing, ; ,
) . ) i ~Rs. a. p.
2 pairs of dhotis, . . 8 0 0
4 kurtas e ) 6.0 0
2 uparnas i o 2 0°0
I pataka " e 4 90
1. pairofshoes ... e e 2 80
sadis g, . © Vese : T 24 6.0
4 cholis . P e e g 400
ForSchxldren T - 16 0 0
Rs. a. p.
25412 0
66 3 0

-]

Grand (otal Caer 321 4.0 oo Rs'325

Poor culuvators and labourers do not _use. hce; wheat, and
s¢ much dal pr yegetable and can live within Rs, 200, in all, ' The
average cultivator can thus save about Rs. 125 a year, gqr o(ther

5



éxpenses when their local khandi of cotton sells at Rs. 60, i.e.,
when the standard 394 seers cotton is at Rs. 80. The present
price is more than Rs. 70 and there have been great. fluctuations.
Owing to the proximity of Amraoti town’they also get a good
income from the sale of surplus karbi.

Besides cultlvatlon some agrlcultunsts ‘ply carts for hire,
some' trade in betel leaves and many of them’ work for wages.
The total income from ‘all these sources is estimated at
Rs. 25, 989. The village is prosperous and people do not seem
fo be anxious about their debts.” They have no difficulties about
marketmg Cotton js'sold in the Amraoti market and other pro-
duce. is sold in Badnera or Amraoti. Small cultivators do not
generally sell” their juar. If any surplus is left after’ the year’s
tequirement, it is sold, but not tllJ then.

It will be seen that here, as in many . other places in Berar,
the purchase of land has been the main purpose for which money
is: borrowed, and a good deal’ of indebtedness here is due as
elsewhere to gambling in land at the time of cotton boom when
the price of cotton and, the value of land was more than 3 times
what it is today. Tt is possible that the cultivators here have
not “yet fully’ real;zed the eventual results of the fall in cotton
prices, but the interest charges alone in this village come to’
nearly 4 times the total land revenue. The two things required
for economic improvement are the inculcation of a spirit .of
greater thrift for the future and the provision of long-term loans .
by land mortgage banks at a reasonable rate of interest to enable
the old:debts to be paid off. For the financing of short-tesm
loans the co-operative society has wide scope.

Nor is: there any lack of indigenous bankers'in Amraoti to
finance seasonal requirements. But the existing debts should be
pl?]ceddo_n a better financial basis and the high interest charges
reduce

‘From the voluntary statements of the cultivators it appears
that they have gold and silver worth'Rs. 35,582.

The followmg statement will show the distribution of the
v1llage-holdmgs —_

A\ [H E
‘ !Below From |From [From |From [From [From |Above|
Vxllage | 5 | 6—1011—1516—2021—2526—3031—40| 40 |Total.
. |!(:l'e acres. (acres. |acres. |acres. [acres. [acres, aeres.
v *
| 2 3 4 5-| 6 7 8 9 | 10
Loni .| 40] 46| 24] 16| 12 6| 10| 24| 178

Maniksa Ramji, Secretary, Co-operative Society.
I oWn 31 acres'at' Rs. 48 110, inclusive of cesses. I sow

eotton in’16’ acres, juar in* 8 acres, groundnut in*4 acres; padit
in' 3 acres.”
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Cost of cultivation of foun tiffans of cotton done by the
owner hxmself—

Rs. a. p.
Clearing the fields of cotton stalks Re. 1-4-0 per tiffan of 500
Sowing for 2 pairs of bullocks . 12-0--0
Wages 280
Seed (6 maunds cotton seed) e 1270 0
Tur (1 kudo) or 8 pallls e 2 80
Two weedings .. .50 0 0
Davaran Re. 0-6-0 per labour 9 00
Picking .. 37 80
B Total .. 130 8 0
Cutting of tur .. . 500
Labour @ - 100
Threshing . .- 300
o Total .. 139 8 0
Buliocks feed (cotton seed) AR YO 0,
Grand totai - ]—7—3"—8_6
) ) =Rs: 11 "p'éllr: Ipc_'r;i
Watching .. Rs. 900
Ouytturn— :
] Rs. a. p
6 khandis coiton (of 20 maunds a khandi) 48 0 0
2} khandis tur (of 20 maunds a khandi) at Rs. 42 a khandl lO_Q ) 00
Total .. 580 0 0
Rs. 36 gross, Rs, 25 net per acre of cotton.
Cost of juar cultivation 8 acres. ) )
] o Rs. "a. p.
Clearing the field ... 300
Sowing {hire for bullocks) 6 00
2 servants wages ... 1 8 .0:
5 pailies juar seed 1 40
3 pailies tur seed ... 015 0
Mung .0 40
Davaran 4 00
Weeding - 10 0 _0:
Total w 2615 0 or
: ——————Rs. 25,
Outturn—
5 khandis of juar 2 seers =1 paili .. . Rs.
. 8 seers =1 kudo }At Rs. 26 per khandi 130
o 20 kudos=1 khandi
5 kodos mung - e 10
‘ Total ... 140
' .-Re.: 4. P«
2400
1112 0.

Total .. 4112°0

et ey
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Cos: : '
Rs. 2. p-
Cutting of juar .. 300
Threshing 5 kudes...; . o win : e 18,0
Bullock birs .. R § bR
Carting . 100
W atching S . 2.8 0
’ Total © .. 1712°0
Rs. a. p. B
140 0 O
—42 00
“98 0 0or Re.124-0 per
— acre net.
Groundnut.
Rs. a. p.
13 maunds seed 16 4 0
Wages 300
Summer operatlons 500
Sowing’ 4 00
Davaran (wages of 4 men) - 200
Weeding - 500
Total 3B 40
1510 ¢
' , ., 5014 0
Watching ‘ .. 500
' Total .. 5511 0
Outturn—
4 khandis Rs. 100 at Rs. 25 a khandi.
Total cost. Total outturn.
. - Rs. a. p. Rs, a. p.
Cotton - 173 8 0 ‘580 0 O
v 9 00 100 00
o Total .. 182 8 0. 680 0 0
Juar 4112 0 140 0 O
Groundnut' ... 5514 0 —_——
S ———— ‘820 0 0
Total ... 280 2 0 280 0 0O
or Rs;"10 per acre. N " 540 0 O -
s : + 25 0 0 gross.
55 0 0 -~

or Rs. 20 per acre.

A icultivator cannot do without hired labour. He has got
to engage labourers for summer operations. Davaran, weeding,
picking cotton, etc., he and his wife cannot do all the work.
(i)ultxvatou’p ‘who do ,all the work by hired labour require as
above,



31

APPENDIX. E-II.
1ICOTTON ZONE, BERAR.
. Mozn, TALUQ CHANDUR, DISTRICT AMRAOTI.
A large village of 3,975 acres, 2 mlles from Amraoti on the
mraoti- Nagpur road. Its population is: 2,957, and land revenue
with cesses is Rs. 7, "The abadi is large, contammg a number
of well-built houses and ‘with a. ‘general air of prosperity.
village panchayat has been recently founded and the people are

intelligent and enterprising. Total area under crop. is 3,607 and
is distributed as under :—
Acres.
Cotton '~ 1,776
Juar C A [ . sas 956
o . . . 289
Wheal i -~ wed
Padit 336

Theé average price of land i is'Rs. 250 fo. Rs "300 an acre.
Price of land has not materially depreciatéd since the boom gear
as people stilk hold that the cotton prices may" rise ‘again.
letting value is from Rs. 60 to Rs. 90 a tiffan. The land here
is rich- and fertile, well up to the average of the better class-soils
of the Purna-valley, = -

People admit that’ in- goodi land the -yield -of cotton is
1 khandi (of 300 seers). per acre. The .average ‘all’ round yield
they 'say :is not more than 15 to18 :maunds-per acre. T ey sell
their cotton in Amraoti where the khandi is of 28 maunds. . So if
the price’'in Amraoti is Rs 90 per standard khandi, they get Rs. 75
for their local khandi. :As the price in:Amraoti is now Rs. 70 a
khandi, the people would not get more than Rs. 52-8-0 for. their
local khandi, Thus the price of average yield.of.cotton ‘accord-
ing to the present rates will be Rs.

Juar yield is estimated at khandl (320 seers)- per acre. The
present price is Rs. 28. A- tiffan’ yields 500 to 600 pendis of
kadba which is worth Rs. 10 to Rs. 12. This is,consumed.by a
pair of bullocks in a year.

Cost' of cultivation differs from cultlvator to: cultivator.: But
pecple agree on the followmg estlmate as bemg fairly - representa-
tive of the village : —

Cotton 16 acres. "
S Rs .

Summer sperations Koplya removal of cotton

stalks'
Cotton seed 12 maunds
Fur 2 pailis ..
First weeding
.Secend Weedlng

18 at Rs. 4-8-0'a tiffan.
18 o ’

Fryos

2
. 20 at Rs. 5§ a tiffan.
15

'Davaran 20 atRs. § a tiffan.

- Picking '... 62 at Rs. 5 a maund.
"Tur cuttmg o 3

Walchmg e 5 4
Assessment .40 '
Bullack feed (cotton seed) 36

Deprecmtlon

{mplements e

Total

20—~120 average price and
6 y(‘:'ar_s‘vll.quipg life.

264 or Rs. 16-8-0 per acre
—— including land revenue.
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. The net income will be Rs. 22-8-0 per acre. Cost of cultiva-
tion will be reduced: if the cultivator has three adults in the
family who work in the fields or will go up’if he has none except
himself. Cost of juar cultivation is said to be three-fourths of the
cotton. The average per acre for the village can safely be taken

- at one more than Rs. -12-8-0 including revenue.

. There are 281 kabjedars in all, Of these 27 live elsewhere
about whom full information is not readily available. They
have: therefore been excluded. Of the 254 resident kabjedars,
140 are indebted and 114 free from debt. The main source of
credit is the mahajan. The most common rate of interest is 18
per cent. Penal rates varying from Rs. 24 to Rs. 36 per cent are
charged in case of default. There are two co-operative credit
societies with 18 members each. Their total reserve fund is
Rs. 5,200 and they owe to the Central Bank Rs. 34,000. These
societies are.doing . well. and people realize  the good done by
them. They are therefore thinking of starting another society.

Total secured and unsecured debt amounts to Rs.. 1,03,310.
The 254 kabjedars own 2,607 acres at Rs. 6,000 in the village and
665 acres at Rs. 868 elsewhere. .. Thus the -total -land held by
them is 4,272 acres at Rs. 6,928. The debt works out at Rs. 406
per kabjedar or Rs. 780 per indebted  kabjedar or Rs. 24 per
acre. or 14 times the land revenue. The members of the co-
operative credit societies are more heavily indebted as will appear
from the following figures. :

Of the 36 members,; 22 hold lands in the village. 'They own
675 ‘acres at' Rs. 1,054. - They owe Rs. 27,441 to the society and
Rs. 17,493 to others.. Thus the total debt comes to Rs. 44,934 or
Rs. 2,()42 per member or Rs. 66 per acre or 42 times the land
revenue. ‘

The following persons are heavily indebted i — .
‘Rs.

" 1. 'Balaram Vithu (2 acres at 5) « 1,530
2. Rama Ghulaji (5 acres at 10) ‘ 1,000 -
3. RadhiTanba (2 acresatG) = .. 1,000
4.. Ramrao Narayan (110 acres at 173).... e 1L,RS0
" He owes 137 acres of land at 240 elsewhere. His land
N is worth 31,000.. | o
5. Laxman Nagoji (6 acres at 15) - 3,000
6. l.ahami Shravan (2 acres at5) .., . 1,850
7.. Shamrao Narayan (57 acres at 77) ... T 4,351
8. Shrivaram Singh (78 acres at 116) ... e 4,095.
. -399 acres at 647 - 28,676
Nos. 1, 2, 3,5 and 8 appear to be indebted beyond hope of re-
demption. The others could be saved by a land mortgage bank.

About 20 per cent of the total debt is due from the above 8 kab-
jedars only. : )
' Sources

- ’ Rs.

1. Co-operative ~ 217,441
2. Sowkar B T 75869

‘ Total .. 103,310
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Purposes. ’ : )
1. Old debt 50,004
2. Mairiage, etc. . 6,689
.3. Distress 530
4. Seed, manuré, etc. - 16,899
.5, Sinking of wells - 275
6. Litigation 450
7. Trade 8,126,
8. Purchase of land - - 9,795
9. Purchase of bullocks ... 820
10, House building 4,083
11, Domestic 5,639

Total - 1,03,31—(.)

About 50 per cent is the old debt which-in most villages is at
present a real handicap to the cultivators. 30 per cent of the
balance is for unproductive and: 70 per cent is for productive
purposes ;

Financial facilities for redeeming .the old debt before the
interest charges swell further are urgently required. Long;term
loans at a low rate of interest from a land mortgage bank appear

the only solution. o
Cost of living for.a family of 5.

Rs.. a. p.
4 khandi juar . 12000 0
5 kudos wheat .. 12 80
8 kudos dal " . 22 80
Oil ‘ . 1500
Salt 180
Kerosene e - 800
. Chillies:. .: .. 15:0:0
Vegetable, gud, etc. e 25 .00 -
Total .. 219-8°0
Cloth. ’ ' :
‘Rs. a. p.
1 coat 400
1 pair dhoti 4 § 0
2 dupattas- 300
2 kurtas 280
1 pagota e 4 00
1 pair of shoes 200
2 sadis 12 00
2 cholis ) e s 200
For children A T
N 3 B IR T
Total .. SE0 0
219 8 0
5106 0 -

Grand total ... 270 8 0

A labourer will not require more than Rs: 175. ‘He can earn
more than this. A big cultivator will spend more on cloth and
luxuries and a little more on food as well.

This is a prosperous village and people earn a good. deal,
by trade, shop-keeping, selling of ghee and kadba, carting and
labour._ Total non-agricultural income as disclosed by the people
is Rs. 58,584. The villagers have gold and silver worth about
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Rs. 17,683. There are 398 agricaltural bullocks, 521 cows and
118 she—b"uf’faloes It is clear that the total assets are far more
than the liabilities. But the present interest’charges swallow up
a large part of the profits of agriculture .and with the present
low price of cotton the condition of many cultivators will deterio-
rate unless these old debts which are the results of the cotton
boom can be amortized on reasonable terms. .

The following statement will show: the. dlstrlbutlon of the
village holdmgs —

Below From |From [From [From [From| From|Above
Village. 6—10,11—15/16—2021—25/26—-30{31—10| 40 |Total.
acres. jacres. |acres. |acres. [acres. |acres. [acres. [acres,
1 T2 3| 4| sl 6| 7| 8| 9

Mozri

% 157 49| 23 15]. 9'- 3, 5| 20| 281
v
STATEMENT RECORDED AT Mozri, TALUQ CHANDUR, .DISTRICT

AMRAOTI.

Pundalik. Hirainanji Patil, Khulkokat.

Krishnaji Sonahi Patil, Behera.

Vaman Suryabhan 'Patll

Gangaram Raiyoji’ Patil, Anjangaon.

Krishna Sakharam Patll Kotigaon. ) ‘

A pair. of bullocks sow 6 tiffans of land, 4 tiffans of cotton
and tur and 2 tiffans of juar and mung. The pair costs Rs. 200.

Cotton— -

Koplya todhan

Koplya todhan

Sowing (hire of 2 pairs of bullocks)
2 labourers,

Weeding

Seed 12 maunds (couon)

Tur 2 pailies
Second weeding

Davaran 2 pairs

‘Picking 6 annas a maund

Tur cutting. -

Labourer to help in cartmg for 4 days
Cutting of ml 2days ¢ e

Bhad ' .
Assessment;
0 Total
_ Bullock feed and depreciation
lmplemenls e

Total

Outturnt. .
10 khandis cotton

Cost of cultivation.

Rs.
. 12 at 3 per tiffan,
6 at 12 per nﬂan
S at 2.8.0 per pair.
1-8-0 at 12 annas a day.
.20atRs.5a tnﬂ'nn.

w20
. 5
. 75
. 8

5 -
1 (20 mds=1 khandi 15
seers=1 md.

1-8-0—300 seers=1khandi).
44

.- 221

—

w60
-~ 5

| ——

10 at the local rate of
Rs. 52 -a khandi of 300

+8SCEers.
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- 510 kudos tut .-
Kudo tilli

Rs.
.. 20
. 10

Total - -?s?r‘

A man 'whe does no work himself requires 30 a- hﬂamextra for lahomt. )

He will save bullock feed.
Cost of .cultivation 221
plus 30x4= 120

Total Rs. 341

Juar costs.,

Juar outturn is 3 khandns per tiffan;
' 4 pailis seed:

.1 paili mung

Sowing hire of 2 pmrs

"Labourer

‘Devaran and dundan- .

Total

‘'Weeding
Cutting and lh\'eshmg

Total

~Grand.total

Outmm 6 khmdls x. 30=

.

¢5 i .0

25 ¢ 0
17120
42°712: ¢

180 0. O

Cost.of living for.a fmmly of five:.

3 kbardis juar®

5 kudos wheat

8 kudes dal .

Oil

Salt

Kerosene

Miscellaneous
" Chillies

1 pair dhoti
.2 duapattat

.2 kurtas::

1 pagota

1 pair-of shoes-
2 sadig: -
Cholis.” |
For childres
2 coats

Wages for summes.
“4-annas to:6 snnas,
.In Hangam 12 annas.

5

»

Total’

. Totai—f
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APPENDIX EII
COTTON ZONE.
SIRKHED, TALUQ MORS!, DISTRICT AMRAOTL.

A big village -with a population of 1,887, 24 miles from
Amraoti' on the Amraoti-Morsi_road.- " The total area is 2,187
acres and land revenue is Rs. 3,861. There is ‘a police station-
house in the village besides a forest naka, post office and a good
vernacular school. The occupied area is. 1907 acres and is
distributed under the folldwing crops :—

- Acres
Cotton 1,141.
Juar 409

“The average sellmg value of land in the v1llage is Rs. 150 and the
average letting value is' Rs. 10-8-0. Good fields have been let out
at Rs. 88 per tiffan this year. There is a little land ' under garden
crops. People grow :chillies and vegetables., .. But this area is
very small.

Kisan Ram Gondaram and Bapurao are the two local sow-
kars. They charge fromi Re,_1-4-00 to Re. 1-8-0. As they do not
possess large capital, théy lend only _ma]]__sums for seasonal
expenditure. The bulk of the cultivators borfow from  Shri-
krishna Dhauraj of Katpur, Krishnaji Nandaji of Lehegaon and
Ramkrishna Ambadas of Yavala. The common complaint
against these sowkars s that they neither grant receipts nor allow
accounts to be checked. "Borrowers must pay what they demand
as due. Borrowers say ‘that they acquiesce through fear of dis-
pleasing the sowkars: The- usual rate is 24 per eent interest, with
penal interest at 36’ pér ‘¢ent on default. -Oné remarkable fact is
that the sowkars do not insist on_mortgage or ‘any other security,
They advance big sums on personal credit. It shows that the
cultivators have good credit, and is an index of the value of their
property. For this reason in this village the total secured debt
is about one-elghth of the unsecured debt. There is no co-opera-
tive credit society in the village and people have no knowledge
of the:meaning of co-operation. There is great scope for co-
operative efforts in this village.

There are 182 kabjedars holding 1,907 acres at Rs. :3,774 in
the village and 2,483 acres at Rs. 4 208 elsewhere. Thus the
total land with these kabjedars is 4,390 acres on Rs. 7,982 assess-
ment. Of them, 108 are entirely. ‘free from debt. 'The total
secured and unsecured debt amounts to Rs. 61,086 or. Rs. 335
per kabjedar or Rs. 825 per indebted kabjedar or Rs. 13 per acre
or 8 times the land revenue. Of the 74 indebted kab]edars, the
“following are heavily indebted :—

Occupant i Area. \Asaessment. [ . Debt.

: Rs. a. Rs.
1. Akoya, son of Vlthu Inali 87 l 15 12 0 " 1,370
2. Krisk' son of Sevdhan Ramchandra'l‘ula 29-38 53 0 o) 3,775
3. Gangaram Darnji, Kunbi i 8820 134 5 6 3.300
4. Chandrabhan Harbaji, son of Surya- 1015 2515 9 10,500

bhan Harbaji,” L

5. Yado Vhabaji Dangar . 21772 ' 364 3 3 “ - 15,600
6. Shaik Gulab 16 1°2 0 ' 1,500
7. Phundabi, w/o Shaik Durab o *15. 1 20 1,500
Total .| 35394 | 595 & 6 37,545
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These seven kabjedars are responsible for 61 per cent of the total
debt. Of them, ‘Gangaram will be able to reduce his debts, bpt
the others are beyond reasonable hope ofiredemption. «Shaik
Gulab and Phundabj are not cultivatofrs at=all’and. should be
excluded. If we. exclude the debts of these seven-persons, the
total remaining debts amount’ to Rs. 23,541 only, .or Rs. 132
per kabjedar or Rs.:351 per indebted. kabjedar or:Rs; 5-8-0 per
acre or 3 times the land revenue, being a relatively -insignificant
percentage of assets; The total value of the-village:land is at
present estimated at Rs. 2,86,050. R

All debts have been taken 'from sowkars. The purposes for
which they were, taken are as under— . .

Repaymé_nt of old debt:
Marrisge and ceremonials
Family maintenance
Agricultural expenses
Land improvement
Litigation .-
"Business T

VT

P 0, Total .. 61,086

About 30 per,cent:is old.debt. Of the balance, 58.per cent
is for unproductive and 42 per cent for productive purposes.
Most of the:item of Rs, 17,400, for agricultural. expenses, consists
of short-term loans to be repaid at harvest. ’ o .

Cost and profits of cultivation.—People say that -an ordinary
cultivator cannot do without hired labour. He and:his wife can-
not do all the work. - He does much of the sowing, but has to
employ some labout. * Following is the ‘estimate’ of such a culti-
vator owning 20 acres of land (14 acres cotton and 6 acres juar) :—

: ‘Cotton. . .
- o Rs. a. p.
1. Summer operations {clearing the ficld of 'cotton istalks. <15 & {0
_and shurbs).- et o L :
" 2. -Cotton seed 43 maunde:  © .- ' i i i 14 0
“Tur seed, 10 pailis e © 2,80
3. Sowing labour and hire of bullocks Ve 22 80
[ o . o, . . -
5 Qe i " w2500
6. Watching " 57070
7. Cotton pigking at § a maund "56,°¢.,0
8. Tar cutting and threshing 15.0:0
9, Léand revénue ’ 25400
Total . . 73'12.0

or Rs. 12:8-0 acre, including land revénue or Rs. iO-iZ—O:éxclud-

ing land revenue.



Taar
.“‘fv . . ~'Rs. &. p-
© 1, Summer obperations ... e 2100 <0
.12, . Juar seed 7 pailis ,}.,. B + [1.50
... -Mung mot ¥ JETR .. 10 870
3. Sowing. - . 1°8°0
.4, Davaran ‘ e 21070 O
US. ‘Weeding = —— . - 150 0
i 6. Watchmg s . 10,0 0
" . nJuar cutting .and threshmg ) e 1220 0
8. l.and revenue . 10 0 0
c “Total ... 76 5 0
Rs. 12-8-0 per acre including revenue or Rs. 0 12-0 excluding land revenue.
) Rs.
Bullock feed cotton seed T
Depreciation - .28

Total .. 59,
Average price Rs. 150, 6 years working life.

T_q‘t‘a] cost . we 17312 0

Total ... 309 1 O orRs 15-8-0 per acre
————— in cluding revenue.

But gur.enquiries- show that juari cul'ivation actually costs less than cotton.
‘Qutturn.

“Cotton 9 khandi (of 29 maunds of 15 seers 8 maund) ‘Rs. 450 at Rs. “50 ‘a
khandi of 600 Ibs. '

“Par 2§ khandi -100.
Juar 7'khandi Ceex 175 (320 seers ~I khandi).
.- Grosr outturn . 1250r 36 0 0-
i Costs 309 15 8 0
Net balance 416 say2 0 O net proﬁt per acre.

Tlvrose ‘who 'depend :for their - cultivation entirely on: hlred
[abour are said to require Rs. 6 per acre more. There are 20 per
cent cultivators who depend.entirely on hired labour. They are
either very big cultivators or those who follow:other occupatlons
besides agriculture.

~ Cost of living of a famzly of five.

Rs. 8e0P.
~+4 khandis juar - .. 100 0.0
15 kudos dal ) . .45 Q0 0
Y illies . e 1200
YSalt - - Ciar 02507
n Oil v e 1000 .
Miscellaneous 780
Kerosene .. 40 8 0
" Vegetable; gud, ete. .~ 20 00
“Rice, whent (festwals) - w 2009

-

Total .. 257.0-0
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ot Rs. a..p.

4 dhotis “ 8070

4 Jugadas e 242010

4 small dhotis e 6 o 0

4 big kurtas . 480

6 small kurtas 3 0::0:

2 polkas -5 0.0

1 pagota v 50°0
4.cholis . . B PR L 0.0 .
i Total 58 ‘8 g’),or'GO1

.-~ Thus the total. cost aécording .to-the .villagers comes o
‘Rs. 257 plus Rs..60=Rs. 317:a year. '
Total drea which 182 kabjedars hold. is 4,390 acres,. the
average -holding being 24 acres.  Calculating the average’ net
income at Rs. 18 per acre a cultivator gets Rs. 448 a year and
-can save Rs.: 131 for his other expenditure. Besides agriculture,
-tha people work for wages, some hire out their bullocks and some
sell ghee. Two cultivators havé grinding mills and five have
shops. Two trade ‘in cottoii and juar. "Thus from all’ these
-sources the tetal non-agricultural’ income of the village is
“Rs.”20,955. Besides, the villagers have 257 bullocks, 110."cows
and 223 milch buffaloes. The total valué of the.livestock. alofie
is much’more than'the entire debt. o o
.People seem contented except, with regard to the low prices
of cotton and the high rates of interest. This seems fo:be -an
ideal village for starting a_co-operative society as' people have
strong personal credit, the result of personal honesty and.punc-
tuality “of repayment. There seefns, no justification here for
the high ‘rates-of interest charged -by ‘the sowcars which" is’ pro-
bably due ‘mainly to lack of ‘competition and shortage cf
capital. ST g T ' i
"From the voluntary statements of the culfivators it appears
that they have gold and silver worth Rs. 14,547.
The following statement will show the distribution -of .the
village holdings : — A

i 'IBelow|From |[From IFrom !F'rom» Fromi |From [Abové
Village. 1 5.| 6~—10{11—15 16—20 21—25/26--30/31-—40| - 40! Total.

acles. |acres, |acres. acres. (acres. jacres.|agres. lacres:

| [roretfesres- |

i l SR T PR
1 12 3 4| 5 6 7| 8 9 | 10
s 7 | )

Sirkhed . 73 27 b3 | 20 5 6 4 4| 150
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Vaman Chandrabhan.

Narayan Kesho.

Gangaram Daoji,

‘Kisan]al Gundaram.

Bapurao Rayali. )

Yadosa. Madhosa State. ‘ ‘

Kisanlal’ Gundaram and Bapurao are the two local money- -
lenders. . Qur rates of interest are Re. 1-4-0 to Re. 1-80. We
lend small sums .-of monies. Big§ sums are borrowed from
Krishna Patil of Lehegaon. They do not. keep- accounts, but-
they carry some literate persons with them'to. the sowkar.for
making up the accounts, But this facility is denied at big money-

_lenders, e.g., Shrikrishna Dhauraj .of :Katpur, Krishnaji Bandaiji
‘of I.ehgaon:and Ramkrishna. Ambadas of Yavala. These people
do neither pass receipts nor allow other .persons to. make up
accounts. What they say is due has to be paid. Debtors can-
not insist on getting receipts for fear of offending them.. If people -
do not accept their accounts and pay accordingly suits are filed
‘and decrees are passed as we.cannot et people to give evidence
for us.  These people charge less than 2 per:cent. They make
.no distinction: between a mortgage on personal debt. - ‘These
people deduct Rs. 6 as batta before advancing Rs. 100 and charge
sawai for four months on seasonal debts.. Raghupat Daulatrao
executed a bond of Rs. 100 and got only Rs. 80 from Krishnaji
‘of Lehégaon. Such cases can be multiplied as. they are very
common. This loan carries 2 per cent interest. There is an
agreement in the bond that on default 3 per cent will be charged.

Good land is still sold for Rs. 500 per acre..,.Nathu Chandra-
.bhan has purchased 4 acres at this rate only recéntly. It is
assessed as Rs. 2-8-0 per acre. Several other persons have pur-
chased at this rate. Letting value of such land is over Rs. 30
per acre. o R D

Other land is sold, at Rs. 100 per.acre. People have pur-
“chased it. ' ' . o

During the last four years no land has gone to the sowkar.

Three to four khandis cotton. per tiffan is the yield of good
land here. In ‘ordinary’circumstances people borrow in Ashad
and repay the loans after the crops are marketed. Taccavi is
not generally available to all or_for ‘all.. S

©
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APPENDIX E-IV.
_COTTON ZONE.
ASSEGAON, TALUQ ELLICHPUR, DISTRICT AMRAOTL.
' A big and important, village, 18 miles from Amraoti; on.the
" main Amraoti-Chikhalda road. The total occupied area:of; the:

. village .is 1,057 actes and the lahd revenue Rs. 2,569. Principal
cropping of thé village is as under :—

. Acres.
Cotton e 663
Juar * N . vony, 165
Wheat o 42
Tur : . 71
Til : 20

The land in the village and round about is very valuable.
The.average selling value even.now is Rs. 250 per acre and the
average lefting value is Rs. 20 per acre.. The incidence of land
revenue is Rs. 2-7-0 per acre,

In the village and in Walgaon nearby live quite a large
number of big. Marwaris doing ‘money-lending. People have
thus no ‘difficulty in obtaining credit. The most:common: rate
of interest is 18 per cent. As .in' other. places,. people . borrow
small sums from Holi towards and repay them at harvest., There
is no co-operative credit society in the village and people-know
nothing about: the working of a co-operative bank. They are
prepared to take faccavi loans only if they cafi be given accord-
ing to their individual requirements and’in ‘time. .

There are 72 kabjedars holding 1,057 acres:at- Rs. 2,569 in
the village and 1,004 acres at Rs. 2,625 elsewhere. Thus the
total land held by the kabjedars of the village is 2,061 acres at
Rs. 5,194. The secured debt amounts to Rs. 22,550 and the un-
secured debt to. Rs. 26,126, the total being Rs. 48,676. Of the
kabjedars, 24 are entirely free from debt. The burden of debt
works out at Rs. 676 per kabjedar or Rs. 1,352 per indebted
kabjedar or Rs. 23 per acre or 9 times the land revenue. The
following of the indebted kabjedars ‘are heavily ’imllzolved —

Y

. . s.
1. Bahram Bajoye (115 acres at Rs. 304) .. 7,700
2. Dhansa Narayan (63acres at Rs. 106) ,.. - 4,000
3. Hari Maruti (3 acres at Rs. 5) 1,100
4. Sedashio Shravan (3 acres at Rs. 5) 4.060
5. Laxman Jhyamaji (10 acres at Rs. 28} ... =~ 2,625
6. Yeshwantrao (53 acres at Rs. 111) .~ .. .. 4,446
7. Ganja Prasad (49 acres at Rs. 120)’ -.;. = 5,900
8. Khujaji (12 acres at Rs. 34) T e 2,007
9. Amsa(3acresatRe. 8): . = .. ... . 2,100
Total,” ... 301 acres at Rs. 721 ... 33,938

Nos 3, 4,5, 8 an_dl'9 are apparently indeb‘ted,.,Bé);z;ld‘reasonable
hope of redemption. The others could be set on their feet by
amortization of their debts at a low rate of interest by a land

mortgage bank.

It will be seen fhat about 74 per cent of the total debt is due
from only 8 kabjedars: If we exclude them, we find that the debt
.-comes to Rs. 230 per kabjedar or Rs. 526 per indebted kabjedar
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or Rs. 8 per acre or 3 times the land revenue. In every society
and at all times some improvident persons will be found, but here
they are the exception to the general rule—

Source of 'debt. ' - Purposes: - :

PR . Rs. S . Ra.
‘Imperial Bank ‘ © e 6,424 1. Old debt . * .. 9,600

2, : Life Insurance Company . . 2,040 2. Marriage, e:c. . 3.225
3. Sowkar. . - ... 40,212, 3. Household L We 3,812
. 4. Purchase of land . 5,300

5. House bujlding _ ... 5210

6. Luxury 2,040
7. Seed, manure, bullocks.\ 15, 000 :

etc.
8." No account ) . 4,459
_ Total - ,., 48, 676 ) - _Total . 48,676

Ieavmg out: the old debt the purposes of whth could not be
known. as also: the last item of Rs. 4,489 about 55 per cent of the
balance was for productive and 45 per cent for unproductive pur-
poses. . As usual purchase of land is an important item. Most
of .the Rs. 15,000 borrowed for seed, manure, etc., consists of
the usual seasonal loang which will be repaid .at harvest.

Cost and profits of cultivation.—A pair of bullocks can easily

work for six years. (4 tiffans cotton- and ‘tur and 2 tiffans
juar and mung) s—

. Rs. a..p.
‘ 1. " Bullocks w 2500
\ 2. Feed (cotton seed) <. .34 0 0 Rs. 3a tiffan.
3. Koplya . 12 0 0 Rs. 1} atiffan.
Stalks . . 00
"4 Seed (12 maunds) ‘ .. 1880 0
5. Sowing charges for bullocks and 6 8 0
labourers. o
Tur 2 pailies ... 200
6. Weedings (two) . w 30 0 0
7.. Davaran .. 580
8., Picking Re. 0-5" 0 a muund . 6200
"..9.. Tur cutting 3.8 0
10. Labour in helpmd to cart ‘for four 200
- days. '
11." Assessment .. .. 40 0 0
12. Watching : 6 00
13. Implements . ' = - e 4°8°0
Total .. 257 0 0 Rs. 1540 per
' bt acre.
15 seers—1 mnund S :
20 maunds—1 khandi.
300 secrs a khandi
local price of cotton at present Ra 54 per khandx e
Outturn—" ‘ ;
L. . . L . R..;H
10 khandis cotton” .-. ST e 540
10 kudos tur: i+ Lt e 20
- 5 kudos til- S R G [ B . .
' " Total '"... 570 or Rs. 35 gross per
acre. '
251 . .

.3_1501' 19-12-0 per acre net



49

- Income wﬂl go up and:down with the cotton pricex. . Juar 2 tiffaps (8 aenes),

: . Rs. 8. ps

4 palll seed . 140

4 paili mung e .- 0120 )
Sowing - w 500
Labour . i 0120 ]
‘Dawran dundan. ... » - -5 00

Weeding e .. 10 00
Watching - .- 500

‘Cutting and threshmg . 1500

Tota'l - e 0 or Rs. 540 per

 ————— acre

»

Outtum 6 khnndu Rs 180 Rs. 22—8—0 Per ACKS. -

.. Grand total cost, . . Proﬁt.
Rs. a. p. : _ Rs..
257 00 490
4212 0 180
Total ..299 12 0 670
——— .
or Rs. 300 or Rs. 123 0 pey acre 3c0

_3;6 or Ra, 1580 per acre.
Thns does not include thé price of kharbi much of, which -is
sold in Amraoti and Ellichpur.

Cost of living here does not much differ from the Daryapur
or Amraoti villages. = A cultivator beloAging to the village middle
class requires Rs. 300 for food and clothing.  As this class of
cultivator generally owns 40 or more acres of land, he saves at
least Rs. 300 a year. Poor cultivators ‘and labourers do not
require more than Rs. 175 a year and they can easily earn this.

Some arrangement to provide long and short-term credit on
easier terms is necessary here as elsewhere. The village being on
the main road and within easy reach of Amraoti, people spend
on amusements more than villagers of other places do. Co-opera-
tive education through a co-operative society could do much
good here.

One pair of bullocks sow 6 tiffans. If the kabjedar has 2 adult
males and 2 adult females, he will not require hired labour for
summer operations. A child about 10 years of age ¢an be of help,
but not of younger age.

Cotton stalks can be removed by ploughs. It is not necessary
to have labourers to uproot them. Labourers are required to
remove shrubs. Six annas a day is the daily wage. Re. 1-8-0
per tiffan is the cost ot removing shrubs. Every cultivator must
spend this. All fields do not have shrubs.

Most of the cultivators remove cotton and juar stalk by
plough. To collect them and actually remove them out of field

Re. 1-8-0 per tiffan is required.
Sowing 2 pairs of bullocks at Re. 1-8-0 Rs.3 for a tiffan.
2 labourers at Re. 0-6-0 cach Re. 0-12-0.
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- (This'is essential as a Kunbi woman n forbideen by custom. to do dm)——

Davaran—2 laboures at Re, 0-6-0 a day per tiffan or Re 0-12 0a tlﬂan. They
do 5 wahis.

Weeding Rs.*10 u tiffan.

Second weedmg Rs.’5 a tiffan.

Picking Re. 0-4-0 a maund or Rs. 5a khandl.

Watching Re 0-4-0 for cotton and juar seed 21 maund Rs. 2 12-

Juar—

Removal of shrubs Same as cotton.
Sowing T e Do. )
Weeding . «.. Half,

Sonjan and khuddani are pald in kmd 10 palh—-l khnndx
Watching 1} times that of cotton.s , o .
From the voluntary statements of the cultlvators it appears
that they have gold and silver worth Rs. 11,074,
The followmg statement will show the dlstnbutlon of the
Village holdings :—.

Below|From |From |From [From |[From ’Fram Above‘I
Village.. 5 | 6—10j11—15|16—20;21 —25[26—30 31—40] 40 Total.

acfes acres. jacres, |acres. (acres. |acres. [acres. acres.

I N . N
- - T

T R S R 7| 8 j 9“5]‘10

I

“Assegaon’ foslom)2) 73] 4. | 6l m
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"APPENDIX E-V. .
L COTTON ZONE,
KOKARDA, TALUQ DARYAPUR ‘DISTRICT AMRAOTI,
A village about 7 miles from Daryapur with a population of
1,080. Total occupied area is 959 acres of which 903 acres are
under crop. The land revenue of the village is Rs. 2,150 Itis a
~prosperous village with a weekly market held on Fridays. There
are half a dozen kirana and cloth shops. The land of the village
is very valuable and is typical of the Daryapur taluq. ; The present
price is said to have fallen to Rs. 600, Rs. 700 a tiffan. In-the boom
years it was far more. From 'the entries in the record-of-rights
.it is clear that the average sub-letting value is 25 ‘an’ acre. . One
Bhaoji Raoji has taken 16. acres for Rs.. 450." He will ,probably
lose over this transaction. - : e ‘
- There are three;'sawkars, Moti Seth, ‘Govardhan' Seth’ and
Babu Appa, in the village Jaivant Rao of "La}ghﬂa,n»vﬂad;«,also
finances the people of .the village. TR S

. The most common rate-of interest is 18 per cent. Most of
the ‘cultivatord borrow- at Holi and 'repay at harvest. Some
people borrow . from adtayas, of Anjangaon. _Their rate of
interest is 12°per cent because they also get'commission-on the
sale of cotton,: It is not .obligatory  on' the borrowers' to, sell
their cotton' through fhe adatyas from Whom' they' have borrowed
although' they generally 'do:sell through them. "~ =~ 7 =
_... There is ja £o-operative ,c,’regli‘tj“soci'ety in-the''village “with
10 members. It is doing quite well.. ‘Péople’complainthat ‘they
do not get taccavi loans and dre anxious'for it.. '~ < 7 7
There are 70 kabjedars. Of them.50'aré entirely free from
debt. The total secured and unsecured debt on the village is
Rs. 10,860 or: Rs. 157 per kabjedar or Rs. 543 per indebted kabje-
dar or Re. 11 per acre or 5 times the land revenue: ‘None are
heavily indebted and the debts do not call for further comment.
... Of the 10 :‘members of the sociéety, only 4 hold Jand in the
village and  the assets of the other 6 ecould; not be
ascertained. - The members of the society here do-not generally

borrow fromi sowkars. Sources and purposes of the debt are—

;. ., Sources, o, Re, . Purposes. Rs.
1. Co-operstive e 2,175 1, Repavment of old debt 3,000

2, Sowkars . <. . " .. 8,685 2. Marriage and ceremonials 3,124
K - ) . 3. Purchase of lapd ... 1,400

) 4. Purchase’ of '-,impr;oved 400

implements!; . -

5. Ilness """, - 200

S . ) 6. Seed, manyre, ete. ... 2.736

. = Total ... 10,80 . Total ... 10,860

.. Proportion of secured and unsecured is almost.equal. Old
debt is about 29 per cent. Of the balance, 35 per cent is for un-
productive and the-balance, i.e., 65 per cent, is for productive
purposes. w. s i fes
Cost and profits of cultivation.—Péople say that on an
average they get 2} khandis-of cotton in a tiffan of land which
_means 1,500 Ibs. in 4 acres of 375 1bs. per acre, and a khandi of

Juar per acre which comes t67640 Ibs. an acre. According to
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the prevailing rate of Rs: 70°a khandi of 784 1bs. the gross value
of the cotton yield comes to. about Rs:'35 per acre and of the
juar Rs. 26 per acre. Their estlmates of the cost of cult1vat1on
are as below:—

" Cotton 20 acres—f ’ : R

- Rs‘ a.. .
1 Summer opbrltlons )  yes 0 8
(a) Removal of cotton stalks.

(b} Collection and taking them out of ﬁelds

€

- ‘{c} Remaoval of phanyas

nas Seed3 -maunds '11: 40
v ur e s, . e 8 0
3. Sbwmg charges " 6 14 0
~'4, Dawaran - .. . 200000
5. "Weeding . X St L6000

¢ 6: ‘Cotton plcklng S L 60 60
7. Land Revenue: 45..0-0 -
8/ :Bullock feed cofton seed: 4. 42 00, .
9: Depreciation : . T 250 0
‘100 "Watching * .00 T - UL 100010
) 1-. ,Implements . 500

ee e Tolal e 327 ‘2. 0 ot Rs 15-4-0 per acre in-

——————— cluding land revenue,

The wages of the owner and ‘the’ hlre of his _pair of bullocks
qre ignored i in.this calculation.

.Cost ol juar cultivation is said to be two- ‘thirds of the cotton
«crops which seems falrly correct. - Rs. 10 per acre ‘may be a safe
average. for all, lands Accordmg to Seth Goverdhandas, he .does
not require, more than. Rsu50 4, tiffan, but it should be remember-
ed that he does all: operations by hu-ed labour. -

A family of 5 rcquxres—— ‘

. : 'Rsf. . p.
“khandis j jras i Co T, 1040 0
10 kudo wheat I Sy 28T 00
'2} kudo rice- ' We ol e cane 1000 0.
£ kudo. dal . Cae o, 10,0 0.
"Salt ‘ LT 20000
il : oL 100 0
Chillies . ' — o e 12 0.0
Kerosine oil: Tede et g T80
"Vegetables - 4 . S e, 12000 n;
e .. Total ..o 230°8 0
S ’ . Rs."a. p.
4 Dhofis " - 8 00
"4 Kurtas | . 6 00
2 Uparnss’ . 300
1 Pagotn . 500
‘1 Coat” 500
4 Lugdas . 2400
4 Cholis B .300
~ Chibran . e ] .. 18 00
"Ypairshoes: w0 Pt a0 2810
ISR Goe. o Dol R s B e b imr n
Yoo el T . Totals 1., -, 74 8.0,
Total, .., 230 8 0 :
A 1 8 0

295 D’ oer Re.. 300
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This is for a middle class cultivator, living in ordinary coms=:
fort. A cultivator belonging to a lower class will not require
more than Rs. 40 to clothe the members of his family or more
than Rs. 200 to feed them. A family of labourers manages to
lhve on Rs. 150 fo Rs. 175 per annum and earns that much at
east.

Small cultivators. sell their produce to local traders who sell
it wholesale where prices happen to be the best. This -village
is very prosperous. . The only cause of anxiety to the people is
the present price of cotton.

They have, however, weathered the.cotton boom well and can
be .relied on now to live within their incomes.

From the voluntary statements of - the cultivators'it appears
that they have gold and silver worth Rs. 76,313.

The following statement will show the distribution of the vil-
lage holdings : —

" Statement.

- 'helow'From From |[From .’From |From From Above|
Village. 8 * 6—10/11—15;16—20 21 —25 26—30{31—40 40 |Total.

acres. iacres. acres. jacres. |acres. |acres. |acres. acres.
1 iy } 3| 4| 5 ' ‘6| 7 8 91 10
Koksrda .| 39 .l_s' 71. 12| 1 { b 3]
. .. ] " "-

TG

Bho;an Raoji—

I own 14 acres at Rs. 30 of my own land and have taken 16
acres on lease for Rs. 450. I had borrowed Rs. 300 at 1 per cent
Rs. 200 at: 2 per: cent and Rs. 200 at 2 per cent within:the last 12
months. I paid Rs. 400+interest Rs. 40—Rs. 440 about:15 days
ago.. This'wag the Ist tlme I borrowed anything. T here are—

(1) Mott Sethi. -

" {2) Goverdhan Seth. -

(3)-Bab u Appa.

Sowkars-in {the villase. Jalwantrao of Lakhanwadl also ﬁnances
the people-of this VIIIage

rLsowp— .

oy
h
>,

. 20"acres gotton 33Jmaunds : O § N
15 seers =1 maund. = o
20 maunds =1 khandi.

6 acres juar =12 paili - ) 3
2seers =1 paili.. . 7 L] : :

Mung 1} paili™ . ° - .00 .0 i @

- 0

0

3

N A

Tor 2 paili . - TR .
Til 1 seer " ' ; e
Outturn 2} khandis a tlﬂ'an. )
‘124 khandi cofton -
-6 khandi juap | )
4% kodo mpng .1 ', .
Bkudp tur v .
® kudog tili - T e

“Gross outturn Total  ..”1.063

[

al 70

o] OoNed ~
ol ooooe boa o



54

Expenses— . ‘ . i R,

a. p.
Servant - . .. 150 0 pO'
Bullocks | ame- w. 14 00
. Bullock feed ’ e 32°0 0,
Fodd k e’ w1000
. Removal of cotton ' ... ’ w1008 -0
Stalk -
Cleaning of atalks e teoo o e QO
‘Ph pyas e . . 1000 0
. Sowing - 6 40
Dévaran C, e 5.0 0
Weeding : w 60 0 0
"Kopdhya L e 12000
Picking S : . 60 0.0
_ Juar cutting ’ - ) . 312 0
Cleaning L. ... 10.8 0
Tur cleaning el ST 06 0
- .Land revenue : - ' S 3010 0
Thoka .. 12812 0
54812 0
450 0 0 debt paid.
998 12 0 s
455 -0 0 cost of main-
— —— tenance.
Total ... 145312 -0 -
I have 5 persons in the family— —_— -
Their expenses are— Rs.
‘ 4 khandi juar) - 120
10 kudo whest - . e 25
2} kudo rice .. 10
Miscellaneous . ... 150
Clothing Coe e 150
R . X R i |
Total . 455,

N. B.=If fhis man’s statement of expénditure“is éorr'e’ct'.’ his™ incomé must
be greater

Govardhandas Seth—T own 350 tiffan land here and in other
villages. I do sowkari also. On mortgages I charge Rs.:1-8-0
ordinarily. At times I charge 2 per cent, I never advance on less
than Re. 1 per cent. Most of the cultivators borraw at ‘Holi and
and repay ‘aftér- hangam.' ‘Some from Anjangaon and some from
the co-operative society. For the last three ‘years ‘we: have
advanced very little money. We think they do not-require any.

{)Vkeep enough, °

¢ do not require more than Rs.-50 a tiffan as the cost of
cultivation on an average. In good land we get 4 kbhandis cotton
per tiffan and in ordinary land 2 khandis per tiffan.: This good
land will fetch 400 per acre. The land revenue: for such land is
Rs. 10 per tiffan. Ordinary land is sold at Rs. 700 or Rs. 600 per
fiffan. Light land ‘s sold at 300 per tlﬁan Thoka ‘tates’ of good
land are Rs. 75 to Rs. 80 a tiffan.

(From the: record of rights entries 1t is clear that the. average
letting value per acré is not less than Rs. 25). 1 did not purchase’
any land. Al] the lands came to me-in debts.>’ Peo le borrow
from co-operative ;society. It is ‘doing well.; here are
10 members. . -

Seth Motilal—I own 250 tiffans.  During the last five years -
I pduli)chased only one field. All other lands have come to me
in debts,
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. APPENDIX E-VL.-. . e
.'COTTON ZONE, YEQTMAL DISTRICT.
~ NANDURA BUZRUK, TALUGQ AND DISTRICT YEOTMAL.

Nandura Buzruk is a village situated_ half way on the main
Dhamangaon-Yeotmal road (connecting Yeotmal with the rail-
head) on the banks of Bisnala below the Ghats in the Yeotmal
haveli, 14. miles from both .Yeotmal and Dhamangaon. The
population of the village is 466, - .

The total area of the village is'1,114,22 acres and the occupied
area is 1,000,28 acres.. C-class forests occupy 20.00 acres; gaothan,
:4,27; padit; 2.70; village abadi, 13.6, roads 11.21; 'nalla. 47.36;
rand road 17.14 acres.. Net-cropped area in 1928-29 was 899 acres.
Cotton and urad accounted for 467 acres, juar - for 269 acres,
.wheat for 42 acres and miscellaneous crops for 121 -acres.” The
-assessment of: the village is Rs. 1,128-12-0, and cesses, :Rs: 175.
The average rate of assessment is Re. 1-2-6 per acre.’ Statement
.A shows that the total area which khatedars hold, in-this ‘and in

-other villages, is. 1,599 acres in all. Qut of the 34 cultivating
khatedars, 18 hold land in other villages also. = - :

 Costs and brofits of. culﬁvatioh.—Accdrdihg ,' to the.estimate.
of individual ‘tedants, the average cost of cultivation per -acre in
this village, including cotton, juar.and wheat, works out at Rs, 10.
_The: cultivators state that the outturn-on -the ‘cotton land
varies between one khandi and :three khandis per tiffan of 4 acres
of land, but that the prdinary cotton soil here does not yield an
outturn of more than two-fifths of a khandi per acre. ,
They estimate the average outturn of juar at about 650 Ibs.
per.acre, worth:Rs.’ 30, the ordinary pricé of ‘juar being 22 Ibs.
or 11 seers per rupee.. S o
- The ‘wheaf outturh they estimated at between 250 and 300
iseers per acre, worth from Rs, 31 to Rs. 37-8-0 at.8 seers per

Tupee. o

They say that last year’s crop was poor and the average: out-
turn should be ‘at least 25 per cent more than this. At the time
when we made our enquiries in the village, the price of cotton
was about Rs. ‘95 per khandi, so that the value of .the alleged -
gross outturn. of the average cotton field would be about Rs. 38
per acre. Sincethis, however, the price of cotton has continued
to fall, having reached Rs. 60 per’ khandi, ‘at 'which price the
value of the normal outturn would be Rs. 24 per acre. Tt is now

at Rs. 75 per khandi, giving a gross value of Rs. 30 per acre.
They_estimate ‘the costs of cultivating cotton’ at between Rs. 8
and Rs.-15 according to'the amount of hired labour which the
cultivator employs. * They .sa% that thé average costs would be
about Rs. 12 per acre here. For juar, they say that the average
‘cost is about Rs. 8 per acre and for wheat about the same. They
state that juar required less weeding than:cotton and: that ‘they
do not have to pay_the heavy costs for picking which is necessary
for cotton. For wheat no:weeding is necessary; butithe seed: is
‘more: expensive, than. juar. In - addition, the rent -and: cesses
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come to about Re. 1-4-0 per acre, so thaf the total costs of cultiva-
tion would come to about Rs. 13 per acre for cotton, Rs. 9 for
wheat and Rs. 9 for juar. The profits from juar ‘and wheat and
cotton at present prices would then be—.

Rs.
- . Per acre.
Cotton i ‘ 17
Juar e : w21

Wheat K .. 25 :

In addition they say that they get seven or eight rupees worth of
kadbi from the juar land, most of which they use for feeding their
.cattle.  This they do not include in. the profits; but
it is clear that it should be so0o included. We. have
-calculated the amount-of kadbi required for feeding a pair.of
bullocks which can cultivate 20 acres of land and we. estimate that
Rs. 2-8-0 should be added to the cost of cultivation for the feed-
ing of bullocks. This will then bring the cost. of cultivation of
cotton to Rs. 15-8-0 per.acre, of juar to Rs. 11-8-0 per acre and
.of wheat to Rs. 11-8-0 per acre. The value of the kadbi should
then be added to the outturn of juar which will then be worth
Rs. 30, plus Rs. 8, total Rs. 38 per acre; cost of cultivation
Rs. 11-8-0 per acre; net profit Rs. 2680 per acre. Wheat net
profit Rs. 22-8-0 per acre. The net profit from cotton is difficult
.to determine when prices have fallen so suddenly. When the
price of cotton was Rs. 95 per khandi, the net profit would be
Rs. 22-8-0; but with: prices at' Rs. 60 per khandi, the value of the
gross outturn was Rs. 24 and the cost of cultivation Rs: 15-8-0
leaving a net profit of Rs. 8-8-0 per acre only. At Rs. 75 per
khandi the net profit would apparently be Rs. 30 minus Rs. 15-8-0,
i.e., Rs. 14-8-0 per acre or much less than -that of juar or wheat.
This is a fairly fertile village in the better part of the Yeotmal
“district; but the estimate of two-fifths of a khandi of 392 seers is
"equivalent to 314 lbs. per acre, against the standard outturn for
the Yeotmal district of 230 pounds. It is possible that the out-
turn in this village may be more, as it. is above the average; but
we desire, in our estimates, to be always on the safe side. It is
clear, at any rate, that, at present prices, the cultivation of cotton
-mlllxst be much less remunerative than  that of either juar or
wheat. o ‘ )

Land values.—The value of land in this village is estimated
by the cultivators themselves at Rs. 200 per acre, and examina-
tion of recent sales shows this to be a fair valuation. But with
the price of cotton falling to Rs. 60 per khandi, we must accept
a fall in land values and, although the price may not fall to the
full three-fifths of the present value with the fall in cotton prices,
because it is capable of producing also wheat and juar, it would
not be safe to estimate the value of land here in future at above
Rs. 150 per'acre. The villagers say that this village is typical of
the surrounding tract below the Ghats in Yeotmal. - :

Debts—The total debts are, secured Rs. 3,751 on an average
rate of Re. 1-2-0 interest, unsecured Rs. 21,237 at an average
interest of Re..1-4-0; but this includes a debt of Rs. 9,000 alleged
by the bis money-lenders, Shrinishi Sadasheo, who are alleged
1o have over Rs. 2,00,000 of money-lending. - They hold 93 acres
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of land on Rs. 105 rent in this village, which' théy:acquired: long
ago and have shown here a debt of Rs. 9,000 borrowed ‘for..the
purposes of money-lending at rates: of.six..to nine per cent per
annum. : .

One Pandurang Dariji, with five acres of land on Rs. Jﬁ rent,
vho is a malguzar in Gumgaon in the Nagpur district, and who
has borrowed at 12 per cent interest for financing his Carpet
factory, has also shown his debt of Rs. 2,000 here. -

Champalal Hiralal, .money-lender, also alleges a debt of
Rs. 700 for money-lending. . - s

If these debts totalling Rs. 11,700 be deducted, the balance
comes 1o Rs. 13,288. ‘ » T

Unanda, Mahar, owes. Rs. 1,050 on a: mortgdge as Re. 1-8-0
per month to Shrikishan of Nanhagaon ofi a' ‘mortgage of 113
acres on Rs. 15 revenue. The tenants say that this land i§ worth
about Rs. 3,000 as the soil is good. He owed Rs. 300 for the
rent of land which he took on sub-lease and did not pay. He
then borrowed Rs. 500 for his own marriage ; total Rs. 800.. This
was at Rs. 25 per cent four years ago. This swelled to Rs. 1,050
and the Seth compelled him to write a mortgage bond ai:Re. 1-8-0
per ‘mensem as he could not pay the debt. He says he hasre-
paid Rs. 300 towards this debt’s interest. - )

This debt is at an abnormally high rate for“mortgage loans
here. The other secured loans are at not above 12 per' cent
interest. . N

The unsecured debts include Rs. 1,000 borrowed by the patel
Govind Rao for going on a pilgrimage. He has 179 acres at a
rent of Rs. 217, yielding a net income in an average year of not
less than Rs. 3,500 per annum: His' total debts are Rs. 2,000 at
12b;:er cent per annum. IHe is’ therefore not overburdengd with

ebt. , er > 1ot 0

‘Only 1 man, Unanda, -Mahar; seems- hopelessly indebted.
There are no other large debts. =~ I

Excluding the money-lenders’- debts- and the loan- for-the
carpet factory, the total debt works out at under Rs. 9 per.acre;
against the present value of, say, Rs. 200 per acre and a possible
future land value of Rs. 150 per acre.

Out of the 34 kabjedars, 15 are -entirely-free from debts.- -

There is a co-operative credit society here with 14 members,
of whom ten at present owe Rs. 4,672 to the society and-
Rs. 3200 to mahajans. Thus their total debt is Rs. 7,872.  They
hold 242 acres at Rs. 260. The debt therefore works out at
Rs. 787 per- member, Rs. 32-8-0 per acre or 30 times the land
revenue. As usual, the society members are much more heavily
indebted than the other cultivators. AN the remaining debt is
-due to mahajans. This co-operative credit society is said to be,
doing fairly well and Mr. M. P. Kolhe, M.L.C. (Rural), Yeotmal,
has himself deposited Rs. 5,000 with it at 8 per cent interest. It
seems clear that if this co-operative credit society were further
extended with proper supervision, it might meet all the legiti-
. mate requirements for short-term loans,
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‘It is most fortunate .that, at the crisis in Berar which has
arisen from the slamp in land value, the people of this tract are
not already heavily .indebted. ‘The fall in the price of cotton is,
of course, an entirely different problem_ and possibly they may
change their cropping to more juar and wheat; but at any rate,
for the present, these persons must be considered to be on the
whole financially in ‘a fairly sound position. The average sub-
letting value of land last year was Rs. 22 per acre; but we cannot
hope for this high value to continue.
foll The purposes for which these debts were ‘borrowed are as
ollows : — .

= Rs, -

For cultivating expenses .. 8528
For hqusehold expenses : Siee . e 2,063

. For marriage expenses 1,200
. For pilgrimage expenses . - - 1,000
‘Fot money lending : .. 10,200
‘For business e 2,000
Total: ... 24,988

early all these debts, with the exclusion of that of Unanda
Mahar and of the money-lenders, etc., are the ordinary short-
term seasonal loans, which are annually borrowed and annually
repaid at-harvest. , ~ . '
_From the voluntary statements of the cultivators it appears
that they have.gold and silver worth Rs. 16,915.
The following statement will show the distribution of the vil-

lage Vhol_dings t— ! :

T ‘
- Below From !From 'From |From |From lFlom .-’\bovel
Village. 5 610 11—15|16—20 21—25 26—30,31—40 40

Total.
acres, ilcres. acres. acres. |acres. jacres. acres. jacres. | -

- ! i

12]3

4

s si1 8 9‘|10

Noodura BOK. | 2| &} | 2 2| 12:n

\

|
I
i



APPENDIX E-VIIL.
COTTON ZONE.
NAIGAON, TALUQ DARWHA, DISTRICT YEOTMAL.
Mr. Kolhe, M.L.C., and Mr. Kane ‘were very kindly present

at the enquxry and gave much help in finding out the costs and

profits from agriculture.

Nfalgaon is a fairly big village of 1,873 acres, situated about 11
miles from Darwah town. It is hel d in izara rights. Of the
total occupied area, 251 acres is held by tenants at Rs. 599-6-0.
These tenants hold 163 acres at Rs. 81 in other villages. Total
land revenue of the village is Rs. 1,198-124). Principal cropping
of the v1llage is— .

k Acres

Cotton e ) o 650
Juar . ' 435
Tur : 78
Udad. mung e 51
Others ' 53
Total” ... 1,267

The average value of -the: ‘village land according to the
villagers is' Rs. 150 per-acre. Thus the total value of the village
area is not less than, Rs. 1,90, 050.

Debt—Theré are 12 kabjedars in the village, 5 of whom are
free from debt. Total debt amounts to Rs. 15, 800 which is 1 /13th
_of the total value of the village land. Of the debt, Rs. 7,000 is
secured and Rs. 8,800 is unsecured. The incidence of debt ‘works
out at Rs. 1,316 per kabjedar. or Rs. 2,257 per indebted kabjedar
or Rs. 8 per acre or 13 times the land revenue. These figures
give a_very exaggerated idea of the real state of affairs. More
than 75 per cent of the total debt is due from only two persons.
They are—+

-1, Domrnii Bapuji Izardar 242 acres at Rs, 191 - : 10 050
o 2 Laxman Mukaji lzardx\r" 18 acre's at, Rs» 19 o 2, 500
Total . . 12 550

If we exclude these, the total debt comes to: Rs, 3250 which’
works out at Rs. 325 per kabjedar or Rs. 650 per indebted kab-
jedar or Rs. 8 per acre-or 3 times the: assessment.’ Of the above.two:
who have big debts/ Laxman :Mukaji: is seriously 'mvolved
and theré is no_ hope of his-redemption. They: have:to ipay 241
per cent on their debts which i is very high. ' If Domraji,Bapuii;
can get a-long term loan on easier terms, he may be saved. .The:
following are the sources from which and the purposes for which
the debts were taken :—

SOW‘GES‘ ) R Purpqses )
. 5, i |
Mahajah ., 10,000 ... 1. Repayment of c1d gl |
Landlord ... 5800 ".,.2. Marriage or ceremonials
~——- """ "3, " Pirchase of lan
» Tatal ... 15,800 4. Improvement of fand
A f . ot . 8¢ Agriqultural, expenses | seed. ‘. 3925
) T b manure, bullocks., ', ",/
6. Household expenses- ... 800
7. House building 400

3 I S cod _ e
T o Total ... 15,800
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Cost and profit of cullivatioy,

' ) Rs. a. p.

. Per acre.

1. Depreciation on bullocks. ... 1 4 0
An average pair of plough

bullocks -costs Rs. 200 and
works for 8 years and
i 200

- . 20x8
' . Rs.1-4-0 per acre.
2. Bullock feed (cotton seed) 2 4 0
. _Bullocks ‘are: given 'cotton
seed for 6 months at 4 seers
a day, the price of which
is 4 annas, i.e., for 6 months
365x4

mgnaée{s 20 acres

=Rs. 45 per pau’ or

. Rs. 2-4-0 per acre.
3. Cottonseed 24 scersper uﬂan, 0 80
. i. e., 6 seers per acre.
LA N Weedmg. usually 2or3weed 4 ‘8 0
ings are done and the cost
comes to about Rs. 18 per
tiffan - for the complete
seeding, i.e., Rs. 4-8-U' per
acre.
5. Cotton picking at 6 annasper 3 8 0
maund. The cost per
tifan would be between
210 and 240 annas when the
outturn is between 1} to. 2
khandis per tiffan,
6. Assessment ..012.0

Including rent average L1212 0

Outturn —The ordinary -average outturn of cotton is 2 khan-
dis per tiffan of 4 acres (khandi=392 seers). If the land is manured
heavily, the best soil, according to the villages statement yields 3
khandis per tiffan. Without manure, ordinary soil ylelds 1} to
2 khandis per tiffari.  The present price of cotton is Rs. 75 a
khandi. Taking the average of 2 khandis per tiffan the ‘value of
crop 'will be Rs. 150 per tiffan or Rs. 37-8-0 an acre. Deducting
Rs. 154-0 cost of cultlvatnon the net proﬁt comes. to. Rs. 22-40

per ‘acre.
]u‘ar-‘- .
AR Rs. a. p.
Per acre.
1. . Seed 1} seers per acre .. 0 60
2.. Weeding (one only) costs Rs. 6 & tiffan 1 80
- 3., Hoeing is done between the lines by the cultivator with 0 6 0.

the help of a labourer. Cost Rs 1-8-0 per tiffan.
4. Cutting paid in kind
‘5. -Assessment 612 0
Plus Bullock feed and deprecnauon for cotton, i.e., 3 8 0
Rs. 3-8-0 per acre.

— et

Total . 6 80
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Outturn.—People state that 2} khandis (640 seers a khandi)
per tiffan is a full crop in-good soil and :half a khandi is a_poor
crop. The average is 1} khandi a tiffan. The local juar khandi
is of 640 seers only. ~ According to the present price of juar (Rs. 56
a khandi) the value of the outturn will vary betwéen Rs. 28 to
Rs. 140 per tiffan or between; Rs. 7 and Rs. 35 per acre. ‘Deduct-
ing the cost of cultivation, the net profit comes to between Rs. 8
and Rs. 28-8:0 per acre. We have not taken'the price of kadbi
into consideration. The average: outturn’is not likely' to: be less
than' 640 pounds or ‘half a khandi periacre worth Rs:28.' Net
profit Rs. 2189. - -~ "~ A
" A large number of ‘cultivators work in’ their own fields and
only emplo‘;r labour to help them in weeding, picking cottar and

_cutting juar. o o - L

There are some _cultivators like Iswara and Saula who make
no more than Rs. 19-8-Q per .acre from-juar cultivation. . But
iaking the cost and  profits of cultivation as disclosed. by the
cultivators themselves, we find that the total yalug of the.cotton
crop alone in the village comes to Rs. 15,600 and; is equal to.the
total debt of the. village. , B AR

Cost of maintenance.—There are- 18 ‘male” adults, 25-fertiale
adults and 20 children in the families of the 12 kabjedars. The
average family is therefore of 5 persons.. They estimate their
cost of food.and clothing at Rs. 5,910 or Rs. 492 per family. The
average is high as izardars are included in the village budget and
they being ‘men of social' position spend much more than an
.ordinary cultivator. The average for a_cultivator according to

Rama Bapuna or Laxaman Mukaji comes to Rs. 250. . ,
People have sources of income other than agricufture,, They
breed and sell cattle, they do carting and sell ghee. Small culti-
vators work on wages. Iswara alone has 80 cows and on an
average sells 5 calves per yéar, making Rs. 250 a year in this way.
At present prices, when. we'include kadbi, juar seems a more
remunerative crop than cotton here as elsewhere.u
From the voluntary statements of:the cultivators ri-t“‘%l’i)i)(?ars

B

that they have gold and silver worth Rs. 4,515. _ -
- "The following statément will show: the distribution of the
vitige holdng ot o o SHIRARS ol e

P Y PRI Soees o

, RN LI I S N T
L ' LBel‘oy From From |From |From |[From {From ‘Abb'v,g' o
Village. ~ [ 5| 6=1011—15/16—20,21—2526—30131—4Q " 40 ' | Totai.
SERE acres. acres. |acres. |acres. |acres. lacres. |acres. acres. |-

[ AN R FE THNDREEE (IRNEELS RN 3% Y- or
TN e s TR e
Naigaon R L - . ‘i 2 co i »':_x."‘ g
S o BT ‘ ;;;'?,'h‘ )
- L '1" 1 ‘i § AFEE
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APPENDIX E-VIIIL.
o COTTON ZONE. - -
PaDHA, TALUQ KELAPUR, DISTRICT YEOTMAL. ]
. This village is situated'in.the Kelapur talug in the Yeotmal
district in the uplands pf_‘Berar, adjoining forest " tracts, where
the soil, though. fertile, is, on the whole, lighter than that of the
Purna yyalley haveli, below the Ghat, but where the rainfall is
generally. fpl]er, making the cultivation of rabi crops remunera-
tive in ordjnary years.. - As a result of high prices of cotton, how-
ever, cotton now predominates. It is fortunate, having regard
to the recent fall in the value of cotton, that cultivators will be
able to turn back to'a larger area of juat and rabi crops. =~
“~This village was-chosen as being one of the jagir villages of

Berar. . ) . .

=Tt s held by ‘a_family of Sikhs of ‘0ld standing. ~ The total
area of the village is 1,749 atres and’ the total population s 337.
Theré are 274 acres of forest; 238 acres of waste land other than
forest and-1,237 ‘acres occupied-for cultivation.” The total cropped
areai'however, is 752 dcres only, the'remainder being kept fallow
for grazing, etc., as cattle-breeding here is important.” The total
cropped area is as follows:—. P -

o P N Acres.
Cotton’ Lo e e L 309
Juart 'y o Dl B - S
Other kharif crops «.s .- *° ' .. e 1390
j;‘ “""‘ ‘ T ' Total_k'hirif area . ’ . 664
Grai"- G e o 39
Wheat' .- . 1, e v '35
Linseed, . [TV ety v oA
Peas . O “ 3
'Til - R S o L4
R S P . 4 . ,,”“. -
T o : ‘Total rabi area = ... 88

| Total ‘cropped area - ... 752

i o "
... There are 17 cultivators in the village- holding in the village
-and outside 7,702 acres 4 ‘gunthas. Information: about indebted-
ness could not be obtained with regard to seven persons living in
other villages and subletting land in this village. . They hold in all }
249.25 acres with a rental demand of Rs. 100 and the sub-rent for(
the same is Rs.:1,030, i.e., ten times the rent.' Of the others,
Kishansingh, 'the jagirdar, who holds; 258 acres'2 gunthas-in the
village .and 3,225. acres in other.’ villages,.-and Gangasingh,
who is a jagirdar of other villages and holds S10 acres in this
village and 3,196 acres 20- gunthas in other villages and - who-
between’ them make an'annual income ‘of over Rs. 18,000 from
money-lending, may be left out of account. .

. V&e are thus left with 8 cultivators with 262 acres and 37 gun--
thas of land. The total secured debt owed by these people comes
to Rs. 8,900 and the unsecured debt to Rs. 1,080, i.e., total of
Rs. 9,986. The proportion between unsecured and secured debt
is about 1 to 8. The debt per acre comes to Rs. 38. Of the total
debt of Rs. 9,980 owed by these. persons, Rs. 7,000 is owed by
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Bisheo Singh Surmukh Singh, Sikh, who-holds 75.acrés of -land
on Rs. 36-8-0 rent. Rs. 5,000 is for an old debt and Rs: 2,000 is
for the expenses of a marriage. His propérty is mqrtgagé:'d as
security for the debt of Rs. 7,000 and at present prices- his 75
acres are probably not worth more than the amount of debt and
there appears to be little hope of rédemption. ~Another, Krishna
Govinda, with 33 acres of land, owes Rs. 900 on- a mortgage,
Rs. 600 of which is for paying an old debt. He may possibly be
saved by a lorig-term loan at a low rate of interést from, a lqnd,
mortgage bank ; but owing to the fluctuating land values resulting
from the fall in the price of cotton, the value of his 33 acres of
land is extremely doubtful; it is probably not more than Rs. 2,

at the outside) Chimnya, Pardhan, with 32 acres-of land, owes
Rs. 580, Rs. 500 of which was for litigation. * His 1and-is mort-
gaged for secuyrity at 18 per cent interest, so that he' has to pay
in interest alone Rs., 9 ver year. It is doubtful whether he can
be saved without'the help of a long-term loan from a land mort-
gage bank. Mannu, son of Krishna, also owes Rs. 500 oni a mort-
gage with 24 acres of land. His position .is similar .to. that of
Chimnva. The same remarks applv to Ramii. . Gond, who owes
Rs. 600 with 28 acres of land. Bikaii, Kunbi, with 26 acres of
land, 'owes Rs. 400 at 24 ver cent interest. The land in this vil-
lage is  undoubtedlv fertile; but under oresent conditions, it is
doubtful whether these ‘debts can” be paid- off without ‘the lands
heing sold unless special credit facilities for discharging such ‘debts
are provided. : e

The most common rate of .interest on mortgage-debts is 15
per cent and that on unsecured debt is 24 per cent. The whole
of the debt has been taken from Mahajans. The purposes for
which the debts were incurred will be clear from the following : —

Rs,
. Qld debts s 6,200
S g .

Marrisge " w0 . 2,080

Household expenses o 101
Land revenue and sub-rent . 149

Purchase of seed and bulfgc'(s ) 980

Litigation e . - _ w500

‘ Total .. 9,980

) o e Powdd 2L el e
Y j oy 3l Sy o SRR S ST
e Deducﬁ'm; Re. 6,200 for old debts, the purposes of which can-
not now be determined, ‘we have a balance of Rs. 3,780.: : Of this,
Rs! 2,651 (i.e., for marriage, household expenses, ~li\t1ga\tn\on)
should be classed as unproductive and Rs. 1,129 as productive, or

30.per cent productive and 70 per cent.unproductive.
..~ Wages and costs of cultivation and the general standard of

e DI}

life here are léwer than near the towns,

o ST Statements. BT T
 .An idea of the-profits of agriculture can be formed from the
statement of Krishna, son of Govinda by caste: Hatkar. -He has
a holding of 33 acres 12 gunthas and has taken on sublease 15
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orés 112 gunthas fot Rs. 130... He estxmates his proﬁts of agrtcuI-
ture as follows:— .

‘Expenses of cultivation T

Seed. ‘~ oo T ) »
: N Rs. a.'p.
Cotton.S meunds : ~ 12 00
" Juar; 2 kuros. . o e .. 1.8°0
“ X iTur, 1 kard R . 100 .
“’J-Dhap,lkmo ! RIRA . 0 8°0
~ Wh,eat., kuros.© - S W 120 0 )
. . o 02,0 T
- . f———— . 262 0
e I e Rs. a: p.i~ v
’Ond servant; .. L J100 0.0
Cleaning therﬁeld o ' . 200 0
. Sowing , .- 6-0. 0
Wee.dmé ‘ Ly .5 00
Hﬂrvemng .~ 450" 0
s Lohar: -0 o - . 61270 f
i Carpeme‘r P Treeeer .. 8 470 n
———— 261 0 O
Capnal Depreclauon on bullocks and bullock feed - ... 60 0 O
Improvements o . . R 90606

Totl .. 3% 2 0

Total excludmg rent and sub-rent per acre for 49 acres=Rs; 7 4-0 per acre.

: Rs. a. p.
Rent 12:0 0.
Cesses 114 0

Sub-rent et 130 00
- o Total .. 14314 0

T6tal ontput :—

‘ ) Rate in © i’ Value at
- — -December | Total value.: | - ‘present
. . ' last. N _ .| -prices.
e “oas
o 1 2 3 4
- (I\n’ .
e Rs Rs. a. p Rs.
S0 0 3 i
Cotton, 12 khandis 93| 1,116 0 0 690
Juar, 13 khandis I 15| 1950 ¢ 195
Tury 4 khandib . o0 T 20 80 0.0 80
Dhaén, 2 khardis e T 10Tk 20 070 20
’Wheln. 8 khandis . ... ;- e 351 105 0 o 105
Mung 2 kuro. TR AL ? R ; 1 s 2 100 “ a5 |,2~
IR “Total .. oL S8 00t 1,002
}Les‘ expenses of cultbvation excludlng L 356 00 356
rent and sub-rent. ) ) :
Net profit on 49 acres ‘ ) i L[ L1200 736
ﬁet pm“n on one qore‘ . R I O p31Z 0|. 15
L SO Lo oot b A0 il 'ir.;:' — HNSTUR EENLILPSVE NI
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The ordinary rent is aboul 6 annas. ‘an acre only. This also
should be deducted from profits..

The debt is therefore equal to about H years’ net profit from
agriculture when cotton was at Rg, 93, but to about 2} years’ net
profits after the recent fall in the price of cotton. -On account
of facilities for. grazing ‘cultivators keep a ‘number -of cows for
breeding bullocks:and for manure. Their:income from- non-agri:
cultural sources such as cattle-breeding, ghee sale - of fuel, etc:,
is'considerable.

. From the voluntary statements of the caltivators’ it appearé
that they have gold and silver worth Rs. 18,250.

The following statemenf ‘will show the distribution of the

VIIIage holdmgs — B - o

Below From |From [From {From From From' Above

Village. 5 6-—1011—15 16—2021-——2526—3031— 0| 40° |Total.
- |acres. acres. [acres. [acres. |acres. |acres. [acres. [acres.

. I -

1 2 3| .4 slsl'7 8| 9| 10

Padhd [ IO AUV W IR T N (O 21 IS 3 R 3
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-APPENDIX EIX.
COTTON ZONE.
. WaCDHARA, TALUQ WUN, DISTRICT YEOTMAL.

- A village, some 2 miles south-west of Wun town, situated on
the bank of the Nirgora river, with a total area of 876 acres occupi-
ed and 71 acres of land unfit for cultivation and out of occupation.
The village is typical of the Yeotmal uplands near Wun. The
proximity: of Wun: ratlway station and the market provides good

marketing facilities.-- The total land revenue is Rs. 721 which is
equivalent fo 12 annas per acre. The cropping is as follows : —

.. Acres.

Cotton T 318

Juar .- - 184

Wheat e el R e 21

" Tar - LTl oL e . - 59

Mung, Urid . - . E S L HNIER . SR 26
Grass - . .. 201 -
Linseed - . - S (|

Other ¢ 3 Ceee £ o 10

The average value of land is said to be Rs. 150 per acre and
the average letting value is Rs. 7 per acre or about 8 times the
assessment. The subletting fisures are for the current year.
Seven persons holdins 228 acres on Rs. 191 have sublet this land
for Rs. 1,560. :

There are 32 occupants in the village, the average area per
kabjedar being 23! acres. But there are many kabiedars who hold
considerable land in other villages.

According to the statements of the kabjedars the gross value
of their total crops in this village comes to Rs. 30,043 for 875
acres, i.e., about Rs. 34 per acre.

They state that the total cost of cultivation to be, seed
Rs. 833, bullocks Rs. 2,015 and other efoenses Rs. 7,925, includ-
ing rent, etc., total Rs. 10,773 or about Rs. 12-8-0 per acre.

The ordinary outturn of cotton is said to be 280 pounds.
The khandi of 784 pounds of cotton averages about Rs. 75 in
value at present. The average value of 230 pounds therefore is
il{l;out“ Rs. 27 and with this they get about Rs. 5 of tur. Total
But the cotton outturn may possibly have been slightly
underestimated owing to poor crops for two years past.

The averase outturn of juar is said to be 700 pounds per
acre. At the local rate the value will be about Rs. 32. In addi-
tion they get about Rs. 7 of karbi and Rs. 5 urad. Total Rs. 4.

he average value of cotton and iuar crops on the 318 acres
and 184 acres, respectively, mixed with 59 acres tur and 26 acres
uvrad in this village alone will be about Rs. 22,000. Taking the
value of outturn of the remaining area as estimated in the accom-
panying statement of Tukaram Patel, it is clear that the average
outturn of the whole villa¢e must be at least Rs. 30,000 when cot-
ton is round about Rs. 100 per khandi, though it has since fallen
to Rs. 75.

It is universally stated that the cost of juar cultivation is
about two-thirds that of cotton. So with less costs and, more valu-

X¢2 271 N3E
Go.>—

08¢
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able outturn, juar will clearly be mcre profitab:e here than ¢otton
in future unless the price of cotton rises again.

There is no co-operative society in the village. The villagers
stated that when their sowkars advanced them loans on individual
responsibility at 12 per cent it would be useless for them to
tzke money irom the co—operanve credit bank which, besides
charging the same ra:e of interest, demanded joint and unhmlted
responsidility and gave less facilities.  Yeshwant Bal aji, Samb-
kasheo Balaii, Mudh#x Khandu, Jairam Govinda, Dhobya Mahar,
and Ramkrishna Tukaram, of the kabjedars of the village, do
considerable money-ler‘dmﬁ n the village. They are owed" ere
Rs. 14,080. " Wun sovkars and a few others also lend money in
this village: - The common rate of interest on mortgages or simple
debt other than secured loans is 1 per cent per mensem. Seasonal
loans are taken on sei-ai before the harvest and generally repaid
with interest at the harvest.

Dekbis —There “are 32 kabjedars, of whom 13 are free from
debt and 17 are indebted. The 1otal secured debt is Rs. 5,600
and the unsecured is Rs. 13,102_. The total debt on the nlla‘e‘
is Rs. 18,702, which works out at Rs. 384 per kabjedar or Rs. 1,102
per indebted kabjedar or 21 ier acre or 25 times the land revenue.
Of the indebted.kabjedars e following are hean'y indebted : —

- Rs.
1. Jbiiru Sambha, 15 acres at Rs. 15 bere and 50 acres else- 5,806 A sich man.
‘utfe
2. Tukar:m Laxmsn.2]l acresat Rs. 7... o - 2220
3. Rsgho Kbanda. 41 acres at Rs. 33 - .. ... 4000
’ T7acres 2t Rs. 68 ‘ - IZI;)

It will thus appear that 75 per cent of the total debt is due
only from these three persons.

- (1) Jhitru Sambha originally. borrowed Rs. 2,000 unsecured
from Jairam Govinda at 1 per cent per mensem and bought a
field- He then borrowed Rs.-3,800 from the Wun money-lender
Vithal Naga, Komti, on a mortsage at Rs. 1-80 per cent per
mensem in narch 192-1 for purchasing more land as no one else
had money av ailable. 18 per cent is a rather abnormal rate here.
The rate long_established by cusiom with the local money-len-
der here, i.e., 12 per cent has not yet risen as has been found. else-
where. Thls man owm S0 acres in Godgaon where he hves and
is prosperous..

) Tukaram Laxinan owes Rs. 2,200 at 12 per cent, borrowed
by his brother for civil litigation. -

(3 Rasho Khandu owes. Rs. 4,000 at 12 per cent to Madhu
K{h‘zundu, his brother, for pumbasmg 14 acres of land and marriage.
of his son. :

No ‘one is hopelessly mdebted in this village however.

- If we exclude the debts of these three persons, the total debt
on the 14 indebted kabjedars amounts to_ Rs. 6,/02 or Rs. 477
per indebted kabjedar. And when it is realized that the villagers
hold 1,183 acres land outsnde the nllage the. debts wnll _not be
considered serious at all.’
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. The: following -are’ the purposes. for Whlch the debts were.
taken :—

o Rs_, :

" 1.. Purchase of land e . C.. 11,075 .
2. Marriage and ceremonials . S 1925 -
3. :Litigation C e e 3700
4. Seed, bullocks, manuré - 2,002

Total .. 18, 702

About 30 per’ cent is secured and 70 per cent is unsecured. Simi-,
larly, 70 per-cent is for ‘productive and 30 per cent for unproduc-
tive “purposes.  Here, as in most places in Berar, people have
borrowed big sums for purchase: of land. Long—term loans at
reasonable rates of interest are: required :to amortise these debts
now.

‘Cost of maintenance.—There are 62 adult males. 82 adult
females and 77 children in the families of the 32 kabjedars. The
average family here consists: of a little over 6 persons. They
estimate their ‘cost of living at Rs. 14,250 for food and Rs. 3, 700
for clothing. Total Rs. 17,950 or Rs. 560 per family: This they
say théy actually spend. People are well-to-do and can normaliv
afford to spend a good deal. But actually Rs. 300 is quite sufficient
to keep a family in ordinary comfort. The villagers state that
they .made about Rs. 3,200: from  fnon-agricultural sources, -¢.g.,'
sale of kadbi, ghee, labour and carting.

Here, as elsewhere, proper savings bank faghtles and thrlft'
propaganda would change all this and prevent useless expendi-
ture. :

Statement.

"Tukaram Laxman says—
. We sow 4 kuros of wheat and expect in ordmary years to get
2 local khandis per acre-9 maunds ‘or 720 pounds

* Juar—We sow 2 pailies juar, i.e., 3 seers.per acre and get
usually 2 khandis —9 maunds -or 720 pounds. )

Cotton.—We sow 6' seers of cotton seed per acre and- expect.
to get 10 maunds of 14 seers per maund; : e., 280 pounds per acre.
of cotton (ru1)

Tur is sown 2 pailies 83 seers) per acre, together with’ the
cotton. We expect to get 10 kuros, i.e., 180 pounds worth Rs. 9.

. Linseed.—Raghoji sowed 4} kuros or 54 seers in 8 acres and
got 3° khandls (large 8 ailies), - i.e.,. 720 seers, i.e., 180 pounds
per, acre. The price is s. 35 pet handl, i.e., value of crop was
Rs. 105 or Rs 13 per acre The soil in which he sowed this was
very bad. The ordinary outturn should be at least double this.

The average price of cotton nowadays is Rs. 100 per large
khandi of 392 seers of cotton. -

‘The average price of wheat is Rs 35 per large khandi of 240
seers or 7 seers per rupee.

From the yvoluntary statements of the cult:vators it appears
that they have gold and silver worth Rs. 15 19 .
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The following statement awill- showf‘the distribution of the.
village holdings:— . = . oo

R i; Befow F)rom 'From |From Frcfm From' fFrom Above
-Village. oA 6-1(11];-—15‘16——20 21—25|26-—30:31—40|. '40  Total.

e ;. |acrea. [acres. ‘peru. lm:ren acres. |acres. lacres: |acres.
L [ A ™ IS R VRN P .
RS L _ , i
T ’ { 4 , 5 1 6f 7178 9 10
e IR T : A4k R :
EETREE IR SR I S o i e ! -
Wagdhara 3 2 —5, o ;2. 2 .16} 32

|
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. APPENDIX EXs. .
COTTON. ZONE, BERAR.
KupTi, TALUG PUSAD, DISTRICT{ YEOTMAL.

An average vxllageﬁ Aﬁepresdntatwe fof> the Hlvarkhed ‘tract
in the extréme south-west - of Yeotmal »district ' and of Berar,
situated on the Hivarkhed- Pusad-Akola road, 36 miles from
Pusad and 70 miles Irom, the zailway. Tgs area is 1506 acres and
population 365 persons. The total occupied area is 1,051 acres
with an assessment of Rs. 990-8-0. I\et-cropped area is 858 acres
and is under the followmg cfops 12— :

Acres.
Cotton ’ s 361
Juar - e L e 313
Wheat -53
Minor crops e ’ w126

Land value varies from Rs. 50 to Rs. 250 per-acre. Average
price per acre is about Rs. 125. Letting value averages Rs. 7
an acre. It used to be Rs. 15 to Rs. 20 three years ago. Fall
in value due to fall in cotton prices.

Finance.—The villagers borrow mostly from the Umarkhed
sowkars who are Komptis and Marwaris. On mortgages Rs. 15
to Rs. 24 per cent per annum is charged, while on simple loans
Rs. 25 per cent is the common rate of interest. People do not
know how to keep accounts and trust their sowkar for the correct-
ness of accounts. As a rule, receipts are not given. Those who
‘insist on getting them, get them. But a borrower never likes to
‘displease his sowkar. Inspite of the high rate of interest which
people have to pay, they prefer the mahajan to Government.
They say that the mahajan is very accommodatmg and gives time
for repayment. They are against taccavi for the following
reasons :—

gl) Joint responsibility.

2) Is advanced only once a year and only for agricultural
purposes.

(3) Rigorous realization.

(4) Village officers have to be tlpped before certificate of
solvency can be obtained.

- They say that if these ob]ectlons could be removed they
- would like taccavi. They know. nothing of co-operative credit
societies and cannot say whether they would like them or not.

An idea of the cost and profits of cultivation can be had from
Ganpat Nawsaji’s statement. He owns 13 acres of land and culti-
vates a little of others on batai :—

Cost :— Rs. a. p.
1 servant w 7000
Repair of par 09
*Cotton seed for bullocks e 12 00
Grazing in Government forest ... 4 00
Hadish . L e 100
Dandi for tiffan e 0 820
Dandi for bakhar 0 890
Doris 200

o
(]

Total .. 95



. et b - 1;8461._([));‘
Carpenter ’
Kurhya , 1 60
. Pach (RS ICARF NI 200
Cotton seed -, i .. - .y 500
Wheat seed . L P e 800
Land revenué’ 1300

o
2

‘Totalt expenses .of 1131 acres of; hls own: land and 7 131 0 0
acres on batai'fotal 20% apresﬂ, )
-or about- Rs 85 fp} l%gcreﬁ G . 6 8 0
SR per gcre.

. ‘This is for those who work in the “field themselves and have
a'servant and a pziu‘ of bu‘llocks Those who', denend entirely on
- hired labour require- morel" "

He says he got}ag,xgar—_jf ’ ,

. : Rs.
2 khandis cotton 180
12 maunds juar 96
4 maunds whéat .. 48
2 maunds tur 60
1 maund chillicd” 2
6 pailis hung '»‘? - 6
Imaund rice ¢ G 24
e i . Total w416
IR A ! - —’
<He also got o P
1; khaudi-cotton from batal P 138
Malaproduce T 25
Labour . - sa T e L 19
”  Total 586
Rs
416 or Rs. 32 per acre
—85 expenses .

S or Rs 25 8-0 net per acre. o ‘
'lhls statement was dxsputed by Senau ‘who said that considerable
amount was required for-cotton plckmg and other operations and
that very few culnvators ‘worked 'in' their fields. Only an hour
after we ‘found this’ver; gentleman ‘working in ‘his field with his
two wives and two_children. But it cannot be disputed that those
who employ paid about get les¢ het proﬁt But very few depend
only on hired labour. ' o

It shouId .ot be forgotten_that- these figures are of the last
three years, which were not normal years
The debt is a little more than” two years income.

People- sell -their cotton in Umarked. Some of them sell
it to their sowkars. woaT

Since thé note was wrltten, the price -of cotton in Amraotl
has fallen from Rs, 100 to Rs. 60 per khandi which means about
Rs. 55 per khandi in thxs far distant place.
. This reduces Ganpatv Nawaji’s gross:income on 13 acres from-
Rs. 416 to Rs. 346 and his net profits from Rs. 331 to Rs..261 or:
to Rs. 20 per acre.
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The man employing ‘some hired labour would not get more
than Rs. 15 net profit at present. o

It is fortunate that here cultivators can turn over from cotton
to more wheat and juar if they desire, as the rainfall is usually
beal\gler and the climate more suited to wheat than farther north
in Berar. ' T

Debts—There are’ ‘50 -kabjedars’ holding 1,051 acres at
Rs. 990-8-0. . Of them, 13 are entirely free from debt. : The total
debt amounts to Rs. 29,010. Of this Rs. 22,595 or 80 per cent
is secured and Rs. 6,415-or 20 per cent is unsecured. The debt
works out at Rs. 580 per kabjedar, Rs. 784 per indebted kabjedar.

s. 27 per acre. 29 times the land revenue. ' -

Of the total land, 373 acres or 30 per cent is mortgaged for
Rs. 22,595. 1t is assessed at Rs. 376. "The burden of mortgage
debt on thé land mortgaged comes to Rs. 66 per acre. The
average value is Rs. 150 per acre;

Of the indebted persons, the following have heﬁvy debts : —

Acres.. Rs. a. p Rs.

*. Gopalya Hanya, Mahar 9 11 80 2,100
2. Tukaram Bhoju 5 112 o 1,600
3. Nana Umaji 15 19 0 0 2,000
4. Balaji Yogaji.~ ‘ 1 1200 1,550
5. Lalji Malji 6 T 00 12,060
6. Sakharam Maneji SOT160 18 000 2800
Total ... 65 72°4°0 12,110

It will appear that about 40 per cent of the total debt is due
from the above six persons. All of them are indebted to the full
extent of the value of their land and there is no hopée of saving
them. The remainder should be able to pay their debts, but
the interest charges amount to not less than 6 times the present
land revenue. A land mortgage bank would perform valuable
work here in liquidating.old debts, - If we exclude the above six
persons, the total debt on the rémdining 31 indebted kabjedars
will be Rs. 16,9C0 or Rs, 545 pet indebted kabjedar or Rs. 17 per
acre or 8 times the land revenue or about 14 per cent of the value
of the land. ‘ ; :

All the 'debts are taken from sowkars. The purposes for
which they were taken are— S

. o Rs. )

1. Repayment of earlier iflebtg' o . 22,935
2. Marriage and ceremonials . 1.735
3. Agricultural purpofes ' e 4,340
| ' Total .. 29,010

- Here, as in several other places; the bulk of the debt is old..
Most of it is said to be for the purchase of land. In the boom
period, people bought land at any price, hoping that the high
prices of cotton would continue. They are now passing through
the aftermath of:the cotton.boom.: '+ - .= ) PRI
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* From_the voluntary statements. of ‘the cultivators it appearsi
that they have gold and silver worth Rs. 1,958.
The following statement will show the distribution of the

village holdi/ngs:—-— ) S o

Below| From' Fromi From| From| From| From|Above
Village. 5 | 6—~1011—1516—2021—2:{26—30/31—40{ 40
acres.| acres.| acres.| acrés.| acres.| acres.| acres.| acres.

To tal

B 2 3|4"s 6| 7| 8| 9| 10

Knpti . sl w| 2] s| 1| o s| 9] m
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APPENDIX E-XI.
COTTON ZONE, BERAR.

ANwI1 MIRZAPUR, TALUQ AND DISTRICT AKOLA.

 Mr. Rajurkar, M.L.C., and Mr. Dighe, M.L.C., very xindly
accompanied- us and assisted us at our enquiry in this village.

A village, 1§ miles from Borgaon railway station and 13 miles
by road from Akola Khas, which is the market for the sale of
cotton. Total area of the village is 938 acres and  the land
revenue is Rs.. 1,821 or nearly Rs. 2 per acre.

The cropped area is 889 acres, which is distributed under
the following crops: —

Acres.

1. Cotton - 535
2. Juar t . 214
3. Tur : 3
4, Udid : 6
5. Wheat : .50
6. Others 76
Total 889

_ Sources of finance—Here, as elsewhere, the mahajan is the
chief source of credit.

There are two co-operative societies in the village, -but they

are in a bad way and the co-operative movement has not suc-
ceeded in making any impression on the people. An earnest
attempt we are told is now being made by the Central Bank to
improve the condition of these societies.. We shall be interested
to see the results.

People like taccavi loans, but complain that they cannot be

-obtained for all purposes and whenever they are wanted. The
"adequacy of the amount of individual loans was also questioned.
For all these reasons, the mahajan continues to enjoy the mono-
poly of the money-lending business. People borrow from
adatyas also, but the adatyas do not advance money in April
and May for sowing the crops and preparing the land for culti-
vation. Adatyas only advance loans after they have seen the
promise of the standing crops. People borrowing from adatyas
generally sell their produce through these adatyas, though it is
not binding legally on the borrowers to do so. No complaint
was made against the dealings of adatyas. People like them
and think that their dealings are honest. .As the adat depends
on the price, adatyas are anxious to get as high price as possible
for the produce of their clients.. The most common rate of
interest is 24 per cent. About 60 per cent of the cultivators
borrow every year in April and repay after harvest. The labour-
ing classes also sometimes take advances, but the interest and
the principal are repaid in services

Debts.—There are 59 kabjedars in the village. Of them,
32 are free from debt and 27 are indebted. The total debt is
.Rs. 36,143. Of this, Rs. 19,156 or 54 per cent is secured gnd
Rs. 16,987 or 46 per cent is unsecured. Of the total debt of

’



15

Rs: 36,143; Rs. 24,985 or: 75 per .cent is due. from the followmg
kab;edars —_— .

K C 'Rs.-
1. Tulsiram Nandram (534 acres at Rs. 13). 5,455
2. Shaikh Subhan (57 acres at Rs. 128) : 4,300
3. Jan Mohammad (41 acres at Rs." 92) 6,000
4. Jairsm Raghoji (8 acres at Rs, 13): 3,230 -
5. Vishnu Balkrishna (11:36 acres at Rs. 24) but this gentle- 6,000

man has 800 acres of valuable 1and elsewhere.

Total .. 123 acresat Rs. 270 24,985

T

These five hold lands in: other v1llages also.

If these five heavily indebted persons are excluded we find
the following incidence of debt on the remainder :—
Rs.
225 per kabjedar.,
552 per indebted kabjedar.
15 per acre, E ; : : !
7 times the land revenue )

The ﬁnanc:al position s obscured by the ﬂuctuatlon in
cotton prices. The average price of land was Rs. 175 per acre
and the-average letting rate Rs, 10-8-0 when we visited: the village.
Assuming that the value of land may fall further to Rs. 100 per
acre, these debts still represent 15 per cent only of the value of
the land held. - Many of the -debts are the ordinary seasonal
short-term ‘loans taken during the agricultural year and. were
ahout to be paid off as soon as harvest operatlons were
completed : — :

Sources of debt,—

Rs. -
1. Government : e . .6,247
2. Co-operauve ) e 11,192
~3. Sowkar' - e <., 18,704
_ Total ~ .. 36,143

Purposes of debt—, - .
1. Repayment of old debt . ... . -1,300 -
2. Marriasge and ceremonials ... : 6.250
3. Purchase of land ' . 2,000
4. :Litigation' S - . .960.
5. Improvement of land e v 11,137
6. Agricultural expenses w1449
o Total .. 36,143

Leaving out the old_debt, 80 per cent is for productlve and
20 per cent is for unproductnve -purposes.

There are two co-operative societies in the vxllage with a
previous membership of 31. ~ Of these, 11 have paid off_ their
loans and ceased to be members of the societies. Of the remain-
irg 20 members of the societies, only 8 are kabjedars in this
village and the_details of debts of the 12 absentee persons are
not available. We only know the debts owed to the societies,
The total debt due from these 20 members is 39,604 or
Rs. 1,980 per head. As usual, the members of the co -“operative
societies in this-village are more heavily indebted thamrthose
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'\‘ﬂi(_) aré not ‘members. This explains the ‘general - prejudice
against the co-operative movement. No one is anxious to join
the existing societies or form a new society.

Costs and profits from cultivation.—From the statements of
the cultivators themselves the cost.of cultivation, including the
assessment, varies between Rs. 10 ‘to Rs. 18 per acre, according
to the amount of hired labour employed. ’

The cultivators estimated the outturn from cotton from 1 to
2% khandis per tiffan of four acrés: according to the soil. At
Rs. 100 per khandi the gross outturn would vary between about
Rs. 25 to Rs. 60 per acre but the average soil, they said, would
not produce more than about Rs. 40 gross in an ordinary year
when cotton was at Rs. 100 per khandi. This was about the
price when we visited the village. The standard outturn for the

district is 320 pounds per acre = ;—ggof a khandi worth Rs. 40-12-0

at Rs. 100 per khandi. Since then the price of cotton has fallen
to Rs. 70 per khandi, so that the average gross outturn at this

pricéiwbul‘d‘ be Al_?)(f , i.c., Rs: 28 only. In addition they get

about Rs. 2 of tur sown with the cotton. At this price it would
hardly be safe to estimate the net profit at more than Rs. 16
per dcre (i.e., Rs. 30 — Rs. 14 costs). Juar yields about 480
pounds, they say, worth about Rs. 25 plus Rs. 8 of kharbi.
The costs of juar cultivation with hired labour they estimated
at Rs. 10 per acre, balance Rs. 23 per acre, but not more than
half the kharbi is sold. It is impossible to forecast the future,
but at present prices juar is apparently more remunerative than
cotton.

The .average letting value here was Rs. 10-8-0 per aere and
the average valiue of land Rs. 175 per acre as stated above, but
presumably these values must also come down with the fall~in
the pricé of cotton. - . ‘

On_ the whole, this village has weathered the cotton boom
well, but the cultivators will have to live carefully to live within
their means in future. . -

From, the voluntary statements of the cultivators it appears
that they have gold and silver worth Rs. 5,098

The following statement will show the distribution of the

village Holdings : —
' [ From From! From| From| From|Above

o B Belov.v l;‘rom, .
Village. . 5 | 6—1011-—-15(16—20 21—25(26—3031—40; 40 |Total,

acres.| acrés.acres.|acres :acres. acres.) acres.| acres.

}

1 2.3 4| 5| 6| 7] 8] 9|10

— - .
Anwi Mirzapur .| 17 11 | K 8| .4 ‘3 3 8 59

i .
ey e
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Shaikh Subhan, son of Shaikh Bahadur,
Shaikh Bannua Shaikh Lal,
Jairam Raghoii,
Gendaji Patil,
Dumnaji Sheorao,
Amruta Nathu, o
Vishwanath Virbhan and
all the other villagers.

All state that sbout 60 per cent of the cultivators borrow
money just in the beginning of the agricultural season and repay.
it after the crops are harvested. Such loans are advanced sawai
whatever the period of repayment. Such loans are generally
repaid within five or six months.

Loans taken for marriage, ceremonials, litigation and other
purposes are ordinarily repayable in a year. .Interest at 2 pér cent
is charged.

‘All thesé 'loans are taken from the sowkars of Akola. -Most
of us take these loans from cotton adatyas. Adatyas charge
Re. 1 to Re. 1-4-0 per cent, because we have to sell our cotton
through them. We have to pay 1 per cent adat charges in addi-
tion to cotton -market cesses. Adatyas do not advance loans in
Ashad. These loans we have to take from Marwaris. Adatyas
begin advancing loans in Shravan when they see the condition
of crops and can make an idea of the outturn. Thus for weeding
and subsecuent expenses, adatyas advance. They make up the
accounts after all the cotton is sold and then realize the advances
made by them. Adatyas do not finance us all through the year
or for all purposes. Adatyas’ transactions are not fraudulent.
We get the full market price for our cotton. They try to obtain
as much price as thev can, because their commission depends on
the price we get. If we do not approve of the market rate,
we are not forced to sell cotton. Adatyas deduct their advances
and pay us the balance. So their debts do not accumulate.

We repay Marwaris’ debts after the sale of produce every
year in normal year. (We require Rs. 10 per acre for cultiva-
tion.) Debts taken for marriage, ete., remain unpaid in bad
vears and thus they accumulate:

NN BN

Co-operative.—We have two co-operative societies here with
31 members. All are cultivators.  Their outstanding debt is
Re, 27,873-13-4 + Ks. 11,730-4-11 = Rs. 39,604-2-3.

Of the 31, only 20 are indebted. The other 11 are no longer
members. They are shown on the registers as they have a little
deposit left in the society. It will be returned when they ask
for it. The average debt per member comes to Rs. 1,980

We do not want to join the co-operative society or form new
ones, as we do not like to be responsible for others’ debts and
lose our lands for others’ default.

Taccavi loans canfiot be had when we want them and tor
the purpose for which we want them. Moreover, village officers
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have to be pleased before solvency certificate can.be obtained.
These and rigorous realization are the reasons why we do not care
for taccavi.

Value of land ... Good land, Rs. 500 per tlﬂ'an or 4 acres.
Second class, Rs, 75 per_acre.
Bad, Rs, 25

Land revenue of first class land is Rs. 3 to Rs. 380 per ‘acre.
This yields one khandi per acre.

. &he highest that a tiffan of good land fetched was Rs. 1,500.
At that time rate of cotton was Rs. 250. The ordinary price has
been Rs..1,000.a tiffan for long time. It has fallen to Rs. 500.

Non-agricu'lturists.
Sukhys: - -
.~ Motiram; Mahar.
Motiram, Sonar, and others.

" There -are 30 or 50 houses of labourers.. We do labour
We get 6 annas to 8 annas a day according to-urgency. In other
times 5 annas a day. Women get 3 annas for morning and
3 annas for afterncon work. For picking cotton they. get 8 annas
a maund. We live on wages. When we need money, which we do
for marriages, we borrow from the big cultlvators and repay the
debt with interest by serving at Rs. 8 to Rs. 12 a month. We do

not need any finance except for marriages. We get labour in
the village on the railway line and the railway station. Boys
up to 15 years ‘get Rs.'9 a month.  As all. the members of the
family work, we 'do not need financial help. Only in illness,
we find it dlﬂicult to mamtam, as our savmgs are mconsxderable
But we do not borrow for this. - . _
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APPENDIX E-XIL
COTTON ZONE, BERAR.

KARANJA RAMJANPUR, TALUQ BALAPUR, DISIRICT AKOLA.

Karanja Ramjanpur is a village in Balapur taluq of Akola
district on the Shegaon-Akot road, 10 miles from Shegaon and
40 miles from Akola. It lies in the rich Purna valley in. the saline
tract  of this district. Soil of the village resemblés that of Adsul
in Akot taluqg. ‘

The population of the village is 807. The area-of the village
is 2,760 with' an assessment of Rs. 6,403, or Rs. 2-6-0° per- acre.
The occupied area is 2,679 acres. The area under crop is 2,496
acres and 164 acres represent grass lands and new fallows. 'i‘he'
number of occupants or kabjedars (persons wha own land in right
of peasant proprietorship) is 140. Out of these, 90 are resident
in' the village and 50 live in surrounding villages. Out of-the
total area’ occupied, i.e., 2,679 ‘acres, 650 acres are given out for
cultivation on leases; i.e., one-fourth land is cultivated by tenants
and three-fourths by the peasant proprietors themselves. The
letting value has been Rs. 15 per acre during the last fwo years,
Three years before this the letting value was Rs.” 25 per acre
according to villagers. Examination of recent sales noted in the
record of rights registers discloses an average sale value per acre of
Rs. 236. Villagers say that the value is. Rs. 200 now.

Cost of cultivation.—According to the estimate given by the-
cultivators themselves the total cost of cultivation amounts to
Rs. 14,367 for 1,424 acres, i.e., Rs. 10 per acre. Ganpat,. son of
Nathu, stated that his cost last year (and even annually) was
Rs. 700 in round- figures for' 56' icres”which gives an average of
" Rs. 12. The outturn of this man was Rs. 2,210, leaving him
Rs. 27 per ‘acre as his net profit. Valya Mahar owns no land. of
his own, but cultivates the land of others on lease. He statéd
that his cost of cultivation was Rs. 160 for- 30 acres as his family
worked .in _the field, and his income was Rs., 560,,.thus leaving
him a profit of Rs. 400 for 30"acres or Rs. 15 per. acre, .

‘Debts.—There are 140 kabjedars in the village. . Of them, 81
are indebted and 59 are free from debt. These indebted kabje('iars
hold 1,394 acres at Rs. 2,975 in the village and 1,064 acres at
Rs. 2,980 elsewhere. The total debt amounts to Rs. 2,79,887
after deducting Rs. 12,000 borrowed by Purushottamdas Satidas
fsgr mone);-l_endmg ‘l:i)usu(lieﬁ. 101fs l(:)féi total debt Rs. 1,64,793 or

' per, cent 1s secured and Rs. 1,15,094 or 41 per cent is unsecured;
Of the total debt Rs. 1,04,099 is due frorr‘t the 16 mei:‘xbers of the
co-operative society owning 920 acres at Rs. 2,311. The members
owe Rs. 78,000 to the society and Rs. 26,099 to ‘mahajans.” “The
incidence of debt on members tomes to Rs. 6,506 ‘per’ member,
Rs. 113 per acre and 48 times the assessment. - = < - -0
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Total debt on 63 nosi-members comes to Rs. 1,75,888. They
hold 1,538 acres at Rs. 3,827. Of these 65, the following three
are heavily indebted : — »

. ' © Rs, : Rs.

1. Ramchandra Maroti 110 acres at 292 .. 62,220
2. Murlidhar ) 559 acres at 1,665 ... 40,000
3. Sheoram Paikaji 190 acres at ~ 481 ... 12,000
859 acres at 2,438 1,14,220

... \Bhepram Paikaji,may possibly be saved, but the other two are
indebted. beyond all hope of redemption. If we exclude these
debts, the total debt due from 62 kabjedars comes to Rs. 61,668
or Rs. 994 per indebted kabjedar or Rs. 90 per acre held by them
ar 44 times the assessment. Even these persons are not so heavily
indebted as thé members of the co-operative credit  society.
Total Jand, mortgaged (including that owned by borrowers in
neighbouripg villages) is 2,458 acres, and even if we assume the
value .of land at Rs. 200 per acre, the value of land comes to
Rs.:4,91,600 or Rs. 5,00,000. In other words, the borrowing per-
sofis have borrowed to the extent of one-third of the value of the
land.” The most common rate of interest for mortgage debt seems
to be Reé. 1-8-0 per cent per mensem or 18 per cent per annum.
The minimum is 12 annas per mensem or 9 per cent per annum
and the maximum is 2 per cent per mensem or 24 per cent per
annum, In simple debts the rate appears to be 2 per cent per
mensem or 24 per cent per annum.

:Sources of debt are the Co-operative Central Bank, Akola, to
the extent of Rs. 78,000 and the local money-lenders to the extent

of Rs. 1,91,490.
Purposes of debt can be classified as follows :—

Pkbducﬁile—, Rs.
"Purchase’of land 35,617
! kC‘ul‘tivaiion and improvement of land ‘ 56,898
‘Business e : 1,550
: Total .. 94,065
‘Unproductive— : o
1. Repayment.of old debt e : 1,27,969
Maintenance's - L S C ol 24,017
Marriage and ceremonials ) 22,786
. House’ building ‘ C e o 1,900
* Pilgrimage!’ - - o St 3,250
/i {Atigation - o T T 5,900

w 4|

S e s Total < - 1,85,822

The hﬁprddu.ctive debt- s roughly 50 per cent more than the pro-
ductive: debt. ‘Old debt is the chief-handicap here. .
" In considering debts we must make mention of the difficulty
in which the Co-operative Central Bank at Akola has been landed
by financing some pepple of .this village, A co-operative society,



81

was started in-this -village:in 1913 with .11 members. . In gour
of time the :membership.-rose to- 22. It 1s now 16. :I‘he lande
estate.owned. by the present members in-this village is 920 acres
assessed.at Re. 2,128;-and in the boom years no attempt at recovery
was made.._Prices fell with the result that-on 30th June 1928 the
debt,-had..increased, fo Rs...78,000. . With th¢ consent of 'the
members of the society the Central Bank has evolved a scheme
for the satisfaction of this debt. They have obtained an award for
‘thé sum and through thé civil court have got a receiver.appointed
who is now in possession of the Tand:. 'The total expénditure 'this
season (1920-30).up to date is Rs.-17,000, inclusive of Rs.'1,600 land
revenue, Rs. 7,500 construction of a godown, Rs. 3,500 cattle shed,
Rs. 3,000 purchase of 20-pairs of bullocks, and Rs. 500 implements.
The yield of the -crop.-this year is.estimated. at Rs. 14,000. The
interest charges of-the bdnk -alone-dreiRs. 6,000. The year is a
bad one; groundaut and juar failed -and eottonalone has yielded
the bank Rs. 10,000. But it is pleaded that if the land had been
leff “in uthe bands of the borrowers “as before, the bank would
not have got anything and might have been compelled by Govern-
iment to pay land revenué. The experiment is being carried on
under ‘the supervision of an‘Agricultural Assistant by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture for a' period. The villagers think, and we
also saw, that the land is being well looked after. The borrowers
-expect to get back their land -at the end-of 15 to 20 years. But
whether the profits of he land will bé such as to satisfy this debt,
with Rs. 6,000 annual interest within that'time, is-very: doubtful.
Meanwhile the Agricultural Department in their first year have
spent ‘more than the valué of the gross’ outturn. Possibly in
‘the end 'the land will Thave to be sold. T '

‘Village finance ~Villagers: favoured. the idea of warehouses
where their- produce’ -could” be ~ stored -and money
obtained againstithe produce., They stated that they would prefer’
‘it to joint and’ several liability ‘of ‘the co-operative -societies.
Money-lenders explainied that the agriculturists did not realize the
advantages of punctual repayments, and that /it ‘did not eccur to
them to pay whatever they could without .demand. The money--
lenders have to employ servants to go tound and make:recoveries.
This increases the rate of interest, =~~~ = o

They suggested that help should 'be’ given to sowkars in
realizing their loans. They suggested .that arrangements should
"be made .to.advance money:to people on the mortsage of their
land and that ‘the same should be recovered by instalments’ fixed
.on the basis of half the letting value of borrowers land, half being
.reserved for their maintenance: B ’

7 Cost of maintenance.~Individual -estimates: of the cost -bf
-tnaintenance differ: from cultivator to -cultivator. But ‘people
agreed that a family of five persons does not require more than
Rs. 300 a year. Labour require about half of this' and well-to-do-
big cultivators 50 per. cent more than this, No one said that he
_was starving.” On the contrary every one gave.such. high: figures
of their estimated expenditure that.it seems surprising that debts
are not even greater if the estimate of crop outturns given by the
cultivators are not underestimated. This village, though not a
11 . 7 :
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typical one, prov1des an interesting if - extreme example of the
results of extravagance and improvidence. The laxity of control
and neglect of the first principle of sound banklng business by
‘the Central Bank: are responsible for the critical s1tuatnon with
tegard to-this co-operative credit society which has now arisen.

. _The facts speak 50 clearly for themselves that further comment
by us-is innecessary.

‘From the voluntary statements. of the cultlvafors it appears
;that they have gold and silver worth Rs. 29, 854.

.. The following statement will show the dlstrlbutlon of the
vxllage holdmgs — , . _ 2

Below From‘l From| From| From| From From[Above

Village: 5| 6—1011—1516-20/21—2526—30/31—40, 40 | Totak
T ‘ acrea.‘ acres.| acres.] acres.! acres.| acres |acres, Iacren,
S *-‘2|-3 415 | 6| 7 s]s,m
Karanja R. e sl ae] B! u| w] 0] 6]
L
' STATEMENTS.

Ganpat walad Nathu—

Members of my family are four myself, my. wife and two
children below five years of age. I own 12 acres of land, but take
other people’s land on cultivation. ‘This ‘'year I have taken 44
.acres on lease for five years, agreeing to pay Rs. 700 per year.
-I had taken 28 acres.for Rs. 700 on a five years lease during the
last five years. I paid all my lease money. I had not to borrow
for. payment of my lease money. The land I cultivate is good
Jand. ' Five years ago I purchased land 5 acres for Rs. ,,800

Last year 1 had the following land under cultlvatnon e

12 acres of my own. .- -
28 acres of one Shankarlal.
16 acres 6f Sampat. -
Out of this 38 acres were under cotton.
12 acres were under juar.
6 acres were under wheat and gram. :
‘My expenditure on cultivation was Rs. 700 and my family expen-
f‘dxture, exclusive of grain which I got from my own cultivation,
°1s Rs."300. T got Rs. 2,200, 1 pald lease money Rs. 700 out of
this. My savings for my family mamtenance was Rs. 2,
1 Rs. 1,400 (Rs. 700 costs of cultivation-and Rs. 700 lease money)
-_-balance ‘Rs. 800 In normal years I should get double this
-amount.

-Aleya Mahar—

T own no land. I cultivate land of other people. J,Last year
I cultivated land on batai. 1 required Rs. 160 cash for iny culti-
vation, exclusive of the stock of khad1 whlch I had. 1 got crop
worth R . 500,
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APPENDIX E-XIII.

COTTON ZONE, BERAR.
ADSUL, TALUQ AKOT, DISTRICT AKOLA.

Is a fairly large village, 33.miles from Akola on the Akola-
Shegaon road. The population of the village is 573 and area )s
2,151 acres. The total land revenue of the village is Rs. 4,609-8-0
The total occupied area is 1,942 acres and is dlstr:buted under
the following crops:—

. Acres.
1. Cotton N et 1,085
2. Juar C I S 554
3. Gram N 77
4. Wheat o 15
5. “Til o o 16
6. Laleh 17
7.. Groundhut e - 6
8. Others - ’ " 272

he village is 1yp1cal ‘of .the = rice-cotton Srowing . tract
of the Akot taluq, one of the most fertile parts of Berar. Recent
sale figures show that that the average selling. value of land in the
village is Rs. 206 per acre and the letting value is Rs. 10-8-0 per
_ acre. At one time land values were far hghter o

Finance.—People obtaid financé'mostly from the Telhara,
Shegaon and Akot mahajans. -‘The most common rate of interest
charged is 24 per cent. People have to-pay -Re. 1-8-0 per cent
per mensem even on mortgages. Loans.-borrowed. for -agricul-
tural purposes from April to June are repaid after the harvest.
Loans taken for land improvement and.ceremonials are repaid
in two to five years, but the agreement is always to repay it
in two'years. But it is seldom. repaid within the stipulated time
and the borrowers have to pay penal interest at the rate of 3 per
cent per mensem. Taccavi is popular,~but ‘it is not'granted in
time and in sufficient amounts. There is ng co- operatlve soc1ety
in_the village, but some kabjedars have joined-a society in' the
neighboiring village and obtain loans from the society. General
opinion ‘is against the co-operative movement, as people do not
Jike to take risks for others. One’ kab]edar, Bisanlal, has:bor-
sowed Rs. 5,000 from the Imperial Bank on the securlty of gold.
"As he was not ‘present in the village, the . terms of this loan
could not be ascertained.

. Debts —There are 108 kabjedars in' the village, holding 1,942
acres of land in the village at Rs. 4,348 and 2,870 acres on
Rs. 6,697 elsewhere. Thus the entire land in possession of the
kab]edars is 4,812 acres assessed at Rs: 11,081.

Of the 108 kabjedars, 57 are free from debt and 51 are in-
debted.” “The total secured and unsecured debt on the village
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is Rs. 1,29,272. As elsewhere, ‘there is the usual small number
of persons with very heavy debts—

. Rs.
1. Amrut Lopaji (80 acres at Rs. 222) ... 6,200
2. Kisan Tank (36 ‘acres at Rs.78) ... 11,730 ‘Hé is hopelessly invol-
ved and his land cannot
-be saved. He borrowed
. Rs. 10,600 &t 12 pet
; . cent “to purchase -this
, ) land in the cotton
" boom:
3 Narsingdas Maniram (5 acres at Rs. 14) .. 9,200
4. Bisanlal Ramlal (450 acres at Rs. 989) ... 20,000
5. Jisan Shiwaji (63 acres at Rs 143) ... 4,300
6. Hatam Ali Bakar Ali (77 acres at Rs. 145) ... 22,000
7. GopaFNanakram (87 acres at Rs. 199) | ... 13,000

Total .-798 acres at Rs. 1,790 85,530

Nos. 2,°3, 6 and 7 all are indebted beyond hope of redemptlon
The debts of 1, 4 and 5 could be amottized" by a loan from a
land mortgage bank without risk.
It will be seen that of the total debt of Rs 129 272,
Rs. 85,530 or 62 per cent is due from only seven kabjedars iti
this debt and these debtors are’ excluded, the debt -on 47 kabje-
dars come to Rs. 43,742 or Rs. 930 per indebted kabjedar or
Rs 433 per kabjedat or Rs. 10 per acre or 4 times the land revenue.
The ‘burden of debt on the seven heavily 1ndebted kab;edars
bvor](e out as under i~ |
’ ‘Rs.
12,218 pet head
115 per acre.
52 mnes the land fevenue.: TR
. The result then is as follows ¥— - . !
- There are four hopelessly mdebted out: or 102° kab]edars
Seven debtors out ofi 102 ‘account for 62 per cent of the
total debt. B
57 ‘out of 102 have no debts B

X Sourcen of debi—

1. Governmem . - . e Do o 210

2 .Co-operative . '~ ! ‘ e 1,200,

. ‘Imperial Bank. L . .7 e .5,000
: 4. Mabhajan, L e C L 1L16,862°

Total * .. 1,29,272

i Purposes bi debt—

. . L. Rs.
i, \Repayment of old debl - e . 4,570
2! "Marriages and ceremnmnls STl 20, 480 -
3. Purchase of land S e 44,950; -
4. Land improvement ... 43,055
. .5. :Agricultural expenses - . i 10,151
.. 6. Pilgrimage’ .. . 2,146
© Y. Litigation : ) ] . 600
8. Houte" bulldﬁng AT e s e, 870
.9. Business o e S 2,750 .

Sy—— s

i Total - .. 1,29,272
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" Dediicting 'the old. 'debts, -the piirposés for’ which- could not
be ascertained, ‘75 per-cent-is for productive and 25 per .cent
for unproductive -purposes. Of the total deht, 60 per cent is
securecf) and 40 per cent unsecured

‘Costs and proﬁts of cultwatzon —Cotton isat present the .most
1mportant crop. :

“The: people themselv S estlmated the outturn of coﬁt“t‘c)m at
2% Joeal khandis (of 320 seers) per, tiffan. of 4 acres, {.e.,—gx 5
oe 400 poinds per: acre‘ :

"The fjuai‘ outturn ,they sa1d was 2 khandls (of 480 seers) per
trﬁan, e, 480 pounas pef-acre. The juar ‘outturn is certainly
an underestimate. The normal outturn for “the ‘district is 750

pounds per 4dcre’ and! the Agricultural’ Department inform: us that
the average ‘putturi in thls fertile tract is over 800 pounds. -

At 10 seers per’ rupee; the standard outturn:of juar 750 pormds
would- be werth- Rs.; 37-8:0 and we see. ‘no, reason_for assummg
the normal outturn here to be less..

"When .cotton was 4t Rs, fOO per standard 392 seer - khandl.
the average: outturn ;per, acre admitted ‘would be ‘worth about
iRs, 51, And. durmgl the, cotton, boom,,of course cotton went. to
Rs.. 250 ‘per . khandl which: mea,nt . Bross. outturn of over .Rs.. 120
xper acre in. this.tract... .

‘But-‘at ‘the> »pre-war:ptice: of about Rs 70 the: outtarn: “esti-
mated by thé cultivators-isiworth: Rs: 36 only.

 They ‘give ‘the? usual ‘costs: iofi >cultivation; the heavier the
‘crop-the heavier 'the plckmg charges and the assessment here is
“over Rs. 2 per acre

Takmg the costs of catton pultrvatxon it Rs 15 per. acre, the
‘net“profit -4t “present’ comes to Rs: 21 per acre against Rs. 36
er acre when the season opened’in vaember last,” and over
540037 per: dcre! a1' the peak of: the cotton boorn‘ a few years
ago
3 The-cost: of Juar’ 'cultnvatlon is ‘slightly- léss, say, Rs: "12 to
take a safe figure. The net profit from juar will: be not: less
than Rs."25 per icre; excludmg kharbi.

AU ‘present prlces cotton‘ seems less Jproﬁtable than Jjuar.

During the present season fhe-price: .of cotton has fallen from
s. 100 per standard khandi to Rs. 60 and has now halted round
abOuT'Rs. ZDT At Rs:760 the netprofit from cotton would be
Rs. 15 per acre¢. "During the present year, therefore, cultivators
ave got -anything between Rs.:35 and Rs .15-per acre-net
profit frony their: cotton according toithe time when they market-
ed it. With such extreme fluctuations within a few months the
whole business of cotton cultivation becomes a pure gamble.
Tt-is- ‘eertainly- impossible under ‘such- circumstances for us
to give an accurate estimate ‘of the average profits from cotton
cultivation when prices rise and fall with such rapidity.’
-1n Wez attach:ithe ‘statements: of Pandu: Sadasheo and Tukaram
<C habada;l, The latter seems .to. have :swelled. his -estimate:. of
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expenditure by including: Rs. 275 for feed of bullocks, ‘while
ignoring on the: credit side an average income of some Rs. 325
from kadbi, which he subsequently admitted..

Cost of maintenance.—There are' 108 kabjedars with 149
adult males; 188 adult females and 235 children. = According to
their estimate they spend Rs. 55,473 on their maintenance which
comes to Rs. 513 per family or Rs, 102per head. The cost of
living no doubt is high in Berar, but ‘this is'a very lavish rate of
‘expenditure.  An- average cultivator does not -actually spend
more than Rs. 300 a year on food and clothing; as-will appear
from the statement of Pandu Sadashive. 'We have seen in other
.Berar villages also ‘that an average cultivator requires from
Rs. 250.to Rs. 300 a year. ' ’ L
.- The average - agricultural. income for the. village comes to
Rs. 538 per-kabjedar: Kabjedars have other -sources of income
beside agriculture. They keep shops, trade in grain and cloth,
-do labour and sell ghee and kadbi. They estimate their income
from all these non-agricultural sources at Rs. 23,951 or Rs. 221
. per kabjedar, The chief cause 'of indebtedness is the purchase
-of land and so-called improvement -of 'land.: Of the total debt
‘of Rs. 1,29,272, Rs. 88,005 or 68 per cent ‘is due to these two
‘causes. ‘During the boom period people borrowed ‘money and
‘purchased land at very high prices. Now with the fall in cotton
prices, land values have also gone down and the purchasers find
-themselves: left with Jand which at present- prices is worth far
less than the amounts - which-they borrowed to purchase-it. .

This-is_one of.the. principal economic troubles in Berar at
:present. - It corresponds closely to the crisis. -which arose -in
England when the value of land fell after the war to a level
below. the sums borrowed to purchase it. The land mortgage
corporation resulted in England.. = A similar malady in Berar
‘now calls for similar treatment.’ o :

. . -Fromthe voluntary statements of the cultivators it appears
that they have gold and silver worth Rs. 29,700

- The following . statemient “will. show the distribution ‘of the

village holdings :~— . . . :

T Below From‘ From ‘From From| From .f;'tolin»‘Above
"Village. t 5. | 6~1011--15{16—20|21—25|26—30/31—40| 40 |Total.
- [acres.| acres.) agres.| gcres.! acres.| acres.| acres.; acres.
UL ATz s A s e 18 9l
adul, ' Wl a0 1. M| 15[ 6| s| 8| 13/ 108

. . : STATEMENTS.

Pandu Sadashive— T PO . ) -
.+ I-own. 10 -acres at Rs. 30. ‘I own a pair of bullocks. I pur-

+thased. .one bullock year before;last. for Rs. 30. The old one is
of my cow. Average working life of a pair is 10 years. The
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bullock fgave purchased will not work for more than two years
as it is old. . ' oo, C

I have three persons in my house. I require two seers a
day of juar, } seer dal a day and.Rs. 2 a week for oil, salt and
_other things. '

Rs. a. p.
11 khandis juar a year s 750 @
182 seers of dal .. 45 8 0
Qil, salt, vegetable, etc. . 596..0 0
Wheat - i - w .9.0.0
Rice . W 3.0 0
Sugar, gud, ete - wh e ial

L “Total 228 8 ¢
Clothing: ... 50 0 0

. Grand total _ i 278 .8 0

.
[

1 sow— .

. a. p.
8 actes cotton—4 mds seed (16 seers a maund) - 800
2 acres jusr—3 pailis - 015 ¢
Tur—1 paili vee 0 80
Mung -1 seer O . e 020
. Til—1 seer S e we :0-8.0
Cleaning the ficlds T e 600
Ropad and Kunda e 200
Clesning juar fields e 5.0 0
Sowing and davaran w 10:0.0
Weeding - 50 .0 0
Cotton picking 37.8:0
Carpenter | .- .2 .40
Implements .- 1 80
Rent . - N 30.0 0
Total  ...154:5 0
Outturog— ’ Rs. a, p.
3 khandis cotton ... ... 300 0 Onowworth Rs. 220 only.
.11 kbandj juar .- . 56 40
14 maund tur we - e 4 80
. 1 maund mung ... . 300
. 4 pailis til w 200
- 365 12 0 now only Rs. 285-12-0.
Cost of cultivation .. 154 7 0 -

211 5 0 now only Rs. 131-7-0.
. - ‘Rsy 21 per. -acre; now
RO only Rs. 13 per acre,.
I am ‘indebted to the extent of Rs. 2,500. *I:borrowed
Rs. 1,250 six years ago for purchase of land at Re. 1-4-0 per cent
from a Marwari of Talegaon. I have not even paid. the interest
for the last three years. I mortgaged my old and-new land for
it. Two or three years back I borrowed Rs. 200 and' executed
another mortgage for (interest on Rs. 1,250 and' Rs. 200 bor-
rowed) a sum of Rs. 1,320. I borrowed Rs. 50-last year and
Rs. 30 this year from the sameé creditor at 2 per cent for weeding.
. I paid Rs. 200 last year:and Rs. 250 a year before towards
the interest.” I borrowed two years ago Rs. 200 from a Marwari
of Kolhara at 2 per cent. I have neither paid the interest nor
the principal; - . .
I cannot say how can I manage my affairs.
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“Tuharam’ Chabadan—-, '
I own 131 acres of land at Rs. 315

I own 13 bullocks. Of them I purchased ‘only one' paii

for Rs. 300. “The rest are of my own cows.
pair two years ago.

purchased the

tw I paid the price from my own savings. -
18 tiffans. or 72 acres are under cotton— . .

‘Rs. a. p.
Coﬂon seed 12 khandi < - 50-:0 -0
10 tiffans, 40 acres, juar, 4 maunds seed 12 00
'8 acres under wheat, 7 maunds seed... 31 8 48
4 acres under gram, 4 maunds gram... .. 18 8 0
4 acres under 1 paili tur 0 80
2 pailis mung 0 8 0
1 paili 6l - 040
2 pailis udid 080
.2 acres under groundnuty:2- pailis 140
Chllhet 012 ¢
. e
Total - . 115:12. 0
i~ ‘Rs. a. p.
4 servants ~ 600 0 0
Bullocks feed . W25 000
Cleaning cotton fields - . ‘108 -0 -0
Kopyla cleaning .. : 27-.0-0
To Nagar .. 15 6.0
'Sowing - «~ 37 890
Harrowing - 8499
"Weeding .-500-0 0
Picking cotton ... - 264 00
Carpenter . 20 4.0
Lohar 40 ‘9 .9
Implements 300
Land revenue 315 0 0
Bullocks 30 00
Cesses e - 4910 @
: 2, bbbt
2,31712' ¢
Rabi sowing il - -8 0 0
2,32512: 0
- 11512 ¢
cnnlei2,44108 0

or Rs. 18 per acre cost of cultivation
Dutturn— Rs. a. p.
- Cotton 244 khandis (full) . 2,45 0 0
:Juar 25 khandis 1 125 0 ¢
‘Wheat 5 khandis ... eem 450 . 0 0
Gram 1 khandi . e - 9 0 0
Lac 8 maunds - et 24.0°0
Tur 2 maunds .12 00
Mung 2 maunds - A 900
Til 2 waunds e 6 0 0
Udid 3 maunds 9400
Groundnut 1 khandi .20 00
“Chillies 14 maunds , . 608
Tor ricultural income ....»4,201 0 D.
Torel a2 TS 21 8 0
1,759 8 0

or Rs. 13 per’acre net
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There are 16 persons-in the family. We

12 khandis juar .
3 khandis wheat
3 maunds rice
2 maunds dal
96 seers sweet ail |
3 tins kerosene
:3 maunds sugar:
5 maunds gud -
3 maunds salt
Miscellaneous

. ~Grand total of expenditure

requiré—
- Rs. a. p.
510 0 0
2700 0
o T25.0 0
200 0
420 0
120 0
9 0 @
15.0:.0
600
. 150.0 0
Total .. 108970 0
V. Clothing . mso__oi 00
2,441 8 O
Feeding charges  ...—1,089 0 0
Clothing .'.»—5_00, 00
: 4030 80

1 do no . other ‘business ‘and have no other income. 1 am

not indebted:

I save after meeting all expenses Rs. 500

“to

Rs. 700. I admit that T have not included the price of kadbi

from my 40 acres of juar.
per year.

_ It is worth from Rs. 300 to’ Rs. 350
Some I feed to the bullocks and some I sell. The-

kadbi from'4 acres is sufficient for one pair of bullocks per year.

General —The tenants say : “We borrow from the .mahajansf
of Telhara, Shegaon and Akot. 2 per cent is the maximum ratej

of .interest. ;Even on mortgages we have to: pay Re. 1-8-0 per
Money».ls borrowed for. cultivation every 'yearand. it is.
generally 'tepaid - after. the crops are harvested. Loans taken-for

cent.

the purchase of lands are agreed to be paid in a year or at the
most two years. On default penal interest up to Rs. 3 is:charged.
¢ .do. not take taccavi. as it is not -distributed i time

and it causes great harassment.

We have no co-operative society

in the village. Some of the kabjedars living in Panchgawan-are

members of a co-operative society th

ere.

|
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 APPENDIX EXIV.
'COTTON ZONE, BERAR.

BELKHED, TALUQ MURTIZAPUR, DISTRICT AKOLA

An average-sized village on the Murtlzapur-Amraotl ‘road,
26 miles from Amraoti. The populatlon, is 565 ‘and total area
is 1,697 acres The total occupied aréa is 1,484 acres with an .
assessriient of Rs..2,419-80. Total cropped area.is- 1162 acres
and 1s dlstnbuted under the following crops :— -

: Acres.

) Juar 357
"y Bajri - 38
_Wheat .. t 75
Tur . 80
Cotton ‘ : ‘ 582

and tl’le rest ‘is-under: minor -crops.-- 300 acres is current fallow
and 12 acreg’is potkharab

We exammed some 19’ sale- deeds and found that 142 acres
of land was’'sold. for Rs: 12,550, showing an average of Rs. 88
per acre. The highest price in the village which came to our
notlce 'was RS. 158 per acre. ‘
. The average letting value is Rs. 9 per acre. Average cost of
cultlvatlon according to the . statements, of the kabjedars them-
selves is Rs. 12-8-0. per. acre, and the average net profit Rs. 15
per acre for the last two years. The standard outturn for cotton

s.320 pounds and for, juar "700 pounds per acre.  Cultivators
say that in_good land théy get 15 maunds or 420 pounds’ cotton
and in ordinary land 8 to 9 maunds or 252 pounds per acre.
Thus the average wilk come to 320 pounds cotton per acre which
is the standatd outturn: for the tahsil. The price of this accord-
ing-to’ the present! rate of Rs. 70 a khandi of 784 pounds will
be: about ‘Rs: 30. ."Deducting Rs. 12-8-0, ‘the cost of cultivation,
the net profit will be Rs. 17-8-0 per acre. Cultivators admit that
they on'an-avérage.get Rs. 15 net per acte. - According to “this
estimate. the' price of ‘the cotton crops “of the -village will be
Rs. 8,730. ‘People say that juar is 'more paying than cotton in
these days, but they :do" not think ‘they will' bring more area
under. juar as they have a presentlment that cotton prlces wnll
again rise. :

There are 56 kab;edars in the village, cultlvatmg 1,484 acres
in the village and 1,480 acres elsewhere. .The total area in pos-
session of these 56 kabjedars is 2,964 acres on Rs. 4,386-2-0.
The average holding will thus be 52 acres.

The secured debt is Rs. 24,190 and unsecured debt is
Rs. 27,678, the total being Rs. 51, 868 i.e., 48 per cent secured
and 52 per cent unsecured. It may be observed that the figures
of secured debt shown outstanding in the record of rights can-
not be relied on without verification. These debts were -con-
tracted some years ago and several of them have been redeemed.
Fifteen debtors were present at our enquiry and we found that
two of them had paid up their mortgage debts in full and six
had repaid substantial amounts. The actual -outstanding mort-
gage debt is therefore considerably less than the amount shown
in the record of right.
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" “The sources’and the purposes for which the ‘debts were taken
can be seen from the following table :— R

- Sources. - ’
-- Rs. .
Government 890
Mahajan ... e ... 50,975
S Total .. 51,868
B ‘* " Purposes.

Repayment of earlier debt™ ... ... 29,027
Family maintenance -~ ... ... 2,015
Marriage and ceremonials ... . 4,202
Litigation ... 1,800
Purchase of land .. 4,325
Cultivating expenses ... 10,499
Total ... 51,868

Of the kabjedars, 19 are free from debt with the exception
of Tulsiram Baliram (who owns 116 acres on Rs. 225 and is
indebted "to the extent of Rs: 13,675) and Pandu. Gangaram (17
acres on Rs. 35 owing Rs. 1,525). No one is hopelessly ‘indebted.
‘These two, however, are. involved beyond hopé of redemption
and will éventually lose their land. Leaving these two out of
account, the average debt per kabjedar is Rs. 654 -or per indebted
kabjedar Rs. 911 or Rs. 13 per acre or 8 times the land revenue.
‘The total debt is covered by one year’s agricultural income only.
The kabjedars have othersources of .income' as .well, e.g.,
money-lending, shop-keéping, sale of 'bullocks and -carting. -
I’I{‘heir total admitted ircome from .these sources éxceeds

s. 10, ‘

~_Cost of maintenance.—The estimate of individual kabjedars
varies according to the social status and the number of persons
in the family. The total amount, according to: their estimate,
required for maintenance comes to Rs. 19,392 or Rs. 347 per
family of five persons. This is unnecessarily high as-will appear
from the figsures given by Deorao Sheoram, Tulsiram Baliram
and several others. Deorao has only his wife to support and he
says he requires Rs. 337 for food and Rs. 235 for clothing.
Tulsiram has his wife and two-children to maintain and he says
that he requires Rs. 205 for food and Rs. 176 for clothing. An
average cultivator’s family does not require more than Rs. 27%
to Rs. 300 to live in ordinary comfort. I -
Finance.—Kabjedars borrow money for seasonal expenses
in Ashad and ‘Shravan and repay what they borrow -at’ Nag
Diwali, five months after. = For this they -have to"pay saiai.
People desire that taccavi loans should be given for all purposes
and whenever required. Dhanaj.sowkars, as also ‘the Karanja
and Amraoti sowkars, finance the people: of 'this village: * Gulti-
vators do not borrow from ‘adatyas, because théy 'live far ‘away
from their village ‘and can only advance small sums. Moreover,
the adatyas do not lend for the summer operations when. most
of the cultivators require financial help. The-catton is sold in
the Amroati market whence they get satisfactory ;_welghm’ent and
prices.. . They sell through adatyas and are satisfied with the

nrecant arrancgomant



92

- From the voluntary statements of the cultivators. it appears
that they have gold and silver worth:Rs. 19,738.

The following statement will show the distribution - of the v1l-
lage holdings : —

Below| From| From| From| From Froml From Above
Village, 5 .} 6~10|11-15 16—2021—2526—3031—40 40 |[Total.
_ . |acres.| acres | acres.| acres., ﬂcres acres.! acres.| acres.

1 2| 3| a5 “',5, 7178 9| 10

l
Belkhed L1013 6 5 7 ‘ . 6| 56

STATEMENTS.
Balrram Janujl—

. I own § acres in this and 22 acres in other vxllages I: pay
Rs. 55-8-0 land revenue.

I owe-Rs. 1,100. I had borrowed Rs. 1,000 four 'years back
‘to purchase land at 1 per cent from Jairam, my nephew. I have
paid.interest and Rs. 600 towards this ,debt I owe Rs. 400.
I -possess receipts of repayment.

1 borrowed. Rs. 100 five or six months back for ‘agricultural
purposes and I have repaid that.amount -about 10 days back.
I had taken this from Motilal, Marwari, at 2 per cent and sawai.
I borrowed ‘every year for seasonal expenses and repay after the
crops are harvested. That is what others do in the village.

I bope, to_repay something towards the mortgage debt.

My ‘household expenses are nearly Rs. 755, cost of cultiva-
tion comes to Rs

‘Rs.

755
297 -
55 land revenue..

1,107
100 I shall pay towards mortgage debt.

22 acres at 1, 207 Rs. 55 per acre.

Jagannateh Durga—

S borrowed Rs. 750 at Re. 120 per cent on the mortgage of
my land in 1923 from Gopikisan Radakisan of Dhanaj. 1 had
agreed to repay the'amount in six years.. I paid only two instal-
ments of Rs. 205 each. Other instalments remain unpaid .as
-my crops have been failing. I do not know how to repay it.
My:land is poor. I may bring Rs. 150 a tiffan.

.I-one year drd cloth trade and lost Rs. 185. I have Rs. 150
‘old debt to pay.

Jhamgarsa Balasa—

I own 137.acres at Rs. 251.. 1 had borrowed Rs. 1,000 for
{itigation to save my brother from a criminal prosecutron |
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could not save him. He is now in“jail: Interest was 2 per cent.
I paid the debt with interest 15 days ago. .
I require Rs. 954 for‘household expenses.
. 252 for clothes, . - .
1,000 for cultivating charges.

2206
1,240 paid debt wiil inferest. -
" 251 Jand revenue. ’
_Total - ... 3,697 This is theleast he must get.

I am not indebted now. I do not generally borrow.

General practicé with' the-cultivators here is. to. borrow :in
Asad small sums. fcr seasonal expenses: and to- repay ‘them in
five months after. Such loans are advanced on_.sewai or dedhi.
If we borrow Rs. 100 at Pola, we have to pay Rs. 125 on -Nag-
Divali-day. ‘On default 3 per cent is charged.  No doubt taccavi
will ‘be of gredt :help, 'but ‘it is never given in time and hence
we make no attempt to get it. If we can get in time, wé shall
nevde_r go to sowkar. We do not know what co-operative
credit 1s.

We do 'not borrow from adatyas for two reasons—(1) They
it to Karanja also. .The difference in rates is about Rs. 5 after
deducting the carting charges and ‘hence we prefer to go to
Amraoti: The other advantage is -of honest weighment in the
Amraoti market. ' ' '

We do not borrow from adatyas for twq-.reasons::—(1) They
live far and {2) have no suffifient capital. We'sell our cotton
through_any adatya we like. * We have no complaints against
adatyas or their ways.: We get full price. )

We have to hire carts to take cotton to Amraoti. We have
to pay Rs. 5 a cart and food for the driver. A cart gets about
7 or 8 turns 4 Season to ‘Zo to Amraoti with cotton. FEvery
kabjedas has a cart.”

Average price of a pair of bullocks is Rs. 125. The working
life. of a pair is 10 years. About 90 per cent of cultivators have to
purchase their bullocks. Crazing is insufficient.

Wasges ‘in the village are paid in kind—3 pailis juar a day is
th.e rate for a man. Cotton picking is paid at 4 annas a day.
There are about 150 labourers in all, small cultivators. work in
their own field and work for others also. :

Good land.is sold at Rs. 100 an acre. Second quality is
;‘%Ol'dsgt’ Rs. 75 an acre.. Third quality is sold from Rs. 25 to

In gbod léhd‘-fhe average yield is 15 i'riau'nds per acre. In
other lands the yield is 4 maunds to an acre. '
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“'APPENDIX: F,xv
COTTON. ZONE BERAR

PoTi, TALUQ MANGRUL DlSTRICT AKOLA

A village of 1,948 acres, sntuated near the Mangrulpir-Karanja
road, 15 miles from Karan;a in the Mangrulpir taluq of the Akola
district. This village is typical of.the Mangrul taluq where soils
similar to the Basim uplands lighter than those of the Akot and

Balapur talugs, prevail. - Occupled area is'1,945 acres and the land
revenue is Rs. 1,953-4-0.

‘The value of land here is said to be between Rs. 50 and Rs. 150
and the ‘average about Rs. 100 _per acre at present. But if the
present low price of cotton continues, Rs. 80 per acre would be a
safer figure for the future. '

“The vnllagers say that during the boom in_cotton prices the
average price of land rose to Rs. 300 per acre, i.e., three times
‘the present, but it has fallen as usv al mth the fall in catton prlces
The cropping is as follows : —

Acres.
T Cotton . ... 883
' l - Juar . o .. 532 .
N . Qthers ... . : - 1/

. The cultivators.say the: outturn varies very greatly according
to the quality of the soil, and in ordinary vears the cotton outturn
will vary between 120 1bs. and 392 Ibs. (half a khandi) per acre
according to: the soil.

They say the cotton, etc., is sold at Karan]a the nearest cotton
market, where the prices-are the same ‘as at Akola’ and elsewhere,
and that they cart the cotton to Karanja in their own caris for
sale. At Rs. 100 per khandi of 392 seers the value of the cotton
crop.here would, according to this statement, be in a normal year
between about Rs. 15 and Rs. 50 per acre: at Rs. 70 per khandi,
the present price, the value would be between Rs. 11 and Rs. 35.

They estimate the expenses of cultivation with hired labour,
plus rent, etc., at between Rs. 10 and Rs. 14:per acre. The
margin of proﬁt on. the poor soils would then be nil at present.
But thev say the ordinary holding is mixed cotton and juar land
and the average actual expenses about Rs. 10 per acre, while the
‘average cotton outturn at present prices.is worth about Rs. 25.

The juart and kadbl the\ use for food and fodder and do not
usually sell..

‘They sav that the outturn of juar varies between 5 maunds per
tiffan and 15 maunds per tiffan, thc average for the village being
in_their opinion about 1) maunds for one tiffan of land.  One
tiffan is 4 acres and ‘the local maund is 96 seers. The average
outturn they say is therefore only 240 seers per acre or 430 pounds
per acre. They say the average local price is Rs. 10 per maund.
So the average juar outturn for the village in a normal year
would be worth Rs. 25. They also get about 700 poolas of kadbi
worth about Rs. 42 to Rs. 49 per tiffan, i.e., about Rs. 11 per acre
of kadbi
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Total, gross outturp 0f juar:is then:about.Rs.;36. Actually
only part of the kadbi;is sold. :The average.net:outturn from
mixed cotton and juar would be about Rs. 16 to Rs. 18. /In.
addition they get about Rs. 2 worth tur or urad, sown with the
cotton and juar. <The-average: outturn for the holding at present
may. be about: Rs. 17 per-acre in-a normal year. “But-as the.
expeses of cotton .are greater, we: should  take, sawas. 12 per:
acre for cotton and Rs. 8 per acre for juar expenses:: iS¢ cotton
in this village is at present clearly less paying than juar and can
yield no profit at all on the lighter soils, - BRI

‘Finance—The few big .men keep, sufficient:in. stock in.:ordi-
nary years to cover their expenses of agriculture until the coming
of the next-crop. But nearly all the 'cultivators borrow money as
required for purchasing seed, weeding, picking, etc;.and pay off
what they can when the crop comes. . , S .

We _have taken down as a typical example the statement of
Utragi Jangi who has 25 acres on Rs. 23 rent in this village and
some 80 acres in Belkhed Jagir village. ~He :siys for ‘the last
30 or 40 years he has had a “current account” with Chaure of
Katanja of ‘some Rs. 1,000 4t 15 peér cent’ interest. 'He pays off
in' full or.in'part when the markets his“cotton- according 'to the
year; :good  of- poor; and 'proceeds to také advances as 'required
throughout thié year, totalling-about Rs: 1,000. He says last year
he paid ‘off all arrears. "He has nowRs. 1,100 ‘outstanding. He’
says ‘the' crop.is “fiot: good- this: year so -he’ will .pay 'off about
Rs:'500 td Re.-600 and leave the balance outstanding. ~ ~  *

" There are_ the’ fbllgwing_‘cvubltivators in the village who lend’
money in this way :— - S
Local Mahajans. .
i o (R

P : et Rs.
s AMar'Qti;Jay;aji_Ku_g;b;';, ,, il 1,375 at, 2 per’ cent pér ymensems;
' 2. Punjsji Acharfi Kunbi . ... 1,000 .do. ' do.
7.7 3. Ramajl Asaraji 625 ‘do. 'do..
4. Chamipsf Ramaji’ .. 1,600 atRs. 1-120 - do.
S. Mazaji Laxman 300 at 2 ‘ do.
e . ",:M:z,hp‘jgns notlocal.. .
. 1, Ragho Muak, Mahar ... ... * 1,500
* 2. Kundanlal Hirnaur, Marwari 8,000
.* 8.. ‘Tukaram Bheosan  Kunbi,..of 2,000
CITT Mahari 0 T :
4. Gangaji Bhagaji 1,200

5. Raghuji Bepuji'. - - .. - 1,000 ,

' Thanaji Rauji is the only’personiin the village who sells gro-
ceries, oil, salt, etc. -He also' has a few acres of land. He does
not make advances. ‘He. is .only ‘a. petty shopkeeper. and -does
not allow long credit, , ‘ . N

The village buy their. clothes mostly from: shop-keepers in-
Karanja and from a few Kachis 'who come to the village selling
cloth. . ‘They usually pay when the erops are sold in December or
January and get credit for. any. cloth .which: they take at other
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times. of. the year Usually whatever .is due is paid off then,
unless the crop is . very bad. One per cent per month interest is
charged. .

Thls we ﬁnd to be the ordinary system of financing agrlculture
throughout this tract as elsewhere in: Berar. The cultivators have
always- a current account with a balance practically always in.
favour . oi the sowkar.

The followmg are said to be the only persons in- the whole
village who do not annually take advances from the sowkar for
ﬁnancmg their agricultural operatlons —

() "Nari Perran, Kunbi. _
(2) ‘Harbaji- Jayanji.
&) Ramji Asraj.
@ Klshan Hambirji.
(5 Pun]a]1 Kalaaji.

All except two of these men are themselves the money-lenders
_ of the village. The villagers say that if the crop is very bad practi-
cally- no repayments are made, but more advances are taken.

When the crop.is moderate only about half the outstandings are
paid off.” When ‘a good year comes arrears are pard up. - The
usual rate is 25 per cent, i.e., if Rs. 100 is borrowed in June or
July, etc., Rs. 125 will be repaid when the crop comes. If repay-
ment. is not made then 25 per cent per annum is charged on this
balance. When the arrears reach a stage when the money-lenders
think it unsafe to have it unsecured, they Set a mortgage written.

The local money-lenders are not willing to accept any scheme
of co-ordination for receiving advances from the bank at low
interest for lending out at reasonable rates to solvent cultivators.

They say the Sirkar can do anything they like, but they are
not going to change their ways. Thls is the general response
throughout this tract.

Total number of kabjedars is 54. Of them 15 are free from
debt. The totals debts of the v1l]age at present are as follows —

Debts secured by mortgages Rs 18,700 with 18 per cent as the
common rate of interest. Debts given without any security, on
bonds, pro-notes, and loan Rs. 46,975. The average interest is
also 18 per cent per mensem.

Thus the total secured and unsecured debt comes to
Rs. 65,675 or Rs. 1,216 per kabjedar or Rs. 1,684 per indebted
_kab]edar or Rs. 22 per acre or 21 times the land revenue.

Of the kabjedars, the following are heavily indebted : —

(1) Bhagwat Shreeram (7 acres at Rs. 9-4-0) owes Rs. 3,000.

(2) Tukaram Ramji (23 acres at Rs. 24) owes Rs. 7,150.

3) Tukaram Vithoba (110 acres at Rs. 117) owes Rs. '5,600.
+ (4) Ganpat Mudhau (86 acres at Rs. 132) owes Rs. 14,000,

226 acres at Rs. 282-4-0 owes Rs. 29,750.
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All of these except No. 3 seem involved beyond hope of
redemption. It will be seen that about 48 per cent of the total
debt is due from only four persons. If we exclude this, the ‘total
debt on 34 indebted kabjedars amounts to Rs. 35,925 ot Rs. 1056
per indebted kabjedar or Rs. 20 per acre of their land.or 22 times
the land revenue. These debts.could be liquidated however by
long-term loans from a land mortgage bank.

Purpose of debt. R
Rs.

Purchase of bullocks 100
Field cultivation ... . 18,775
Marriage : : .. 21,300
Maintenance . \4,300
Litigation , ... 10,500
Loss in business ... e 1,200
On singing and dancing girls 3,350
Pilgrimage . 450
Purchase of land. ... 5,700.

Total: ... 65,675

‘The erdinary cost of culnvatmg 1769 acres taken at Rs. 10
per acre only would be Rs. 17,690, whlch explains -the itém of
18,775. -~ At the time of our enquiry the cotton crop was
bemg marketed and here, as elsewhere;. the.annual advances
taken had not been yet repaid or adjusted. The' gross value of
a normal cotton crop at an averagée of Rs. 35 per acre on.the 863
acres under édtton would be about Rs. 30,000 :and:villagers say
that'in normal years about Rs. 20,000 of advances are repaid to
sowkars after ‘this crop is ‘harvested. At ‘present prlces the cotton:
crop is, however, not wortli more than some Rs. 22

There are 54 kabjedars with 97 adult males, 136 adult femalee
and 120 children. The average family in the village is of six
persons. Accordmg to thelr individual estimates the ‘total expen-
diture on; ‘mainténance” comes to- Rs. 564 per family per year.
This is not surprising when we find that Rs. '3,350 have been spent
on. dancing girls and over Rs. 10,000 on lmgatlon ‘A family of
six really requnres—

- ] .Rs. a._p.-

4 khandis juar ... C e 1200 0400

‘6 kudos wheat ... co e 15 00

‘9 kudos dal = ... . 25 0 0
e . e 157070
Salt’ ' s _ C 20 0.

Kerosene . 7 -‘8 0

‘Vegetables. - .., =~ . S 1500
Chillies. R e 1270 @

Gud: s - 8-0.40

Total " T 21980

I3
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Clothing—

Rs. a. p.

4 dhotis . 900
4 duptas . ‘ e 600
4 kurtas . 500
2 pagotis . 800
2 pairs of shoes ... - 6 00
2 sadis . 12 0 0
2 cholies 2 00
For children 20 00
Total 68 0 0

219 8 0

Total .. 287 8 0

Men of higher status require 25 per cent more and of lower
status 25 per cent less. Labourers do not generally spend more
than Rs. 175 a year. Many of the kabjedars of the village do
carting. They.sell ghee and kadbi and do labour. The income
from all these sources as estimated by the villagers themselves
comes to Rs. 11,254 or Rs. 208 per kabjedar, including the income
of the local money-lenders. o

The villagers seem to spend more on luxuries here than in
many other places ‘we have visited. About 33 per cent of the
total debt is due to expenditure on marriages and ceremonials, 16
per cent on litigation and S per cent on dancing girls.

They were evidently carried away by the cotton boom.

There are-in all 54 kabjedars with 1,954 acres of land, the
average holding being about 36 acres, half of which is -under
cotton and half under juar and other crops at present. The
alleged normal cotton outturn now worth Rs. 25 only, reached a
value of Rs. 90 at the height of the boom. At an average net
outturn at present, say, Rs. 17 per acre, the average income of
a kabjedar is Rs. 578. Some get more, others with smaller
holdings get less.

. But at the height of the boom the average income may have
reached Rs. 1,648 per kabjedar assuming that half the holding of
36 acres was under cotton which produced Rs. 90 gross per acre
instead of Rs. 25 at present. :

In-all ages and in all ranks of society the sudden accretion of
wealth demoralizes a certain percentage of the community. No
doubt they have been hoping from year to year for a return of
‘peak prices and for a bumper harvest. But crops have been poor
and prices have continued to fall, until they stand today at the
pre-war level. Here, as elsewhere, the cultivators are no doubt
learning by bitter experience. A thrift campaign is, however,
urgently necessary. Even now in only three cases can it be said
that the capital debt has risen beyond hope of redemption. But
with the heavy rates of interest the total interest charges come to
about Rs. 15,000 or 8 times the land revenue and the amortization

: of the existing debts at low interest by a land mortgage bank
alone can prevent the bigger debts mounting up with compound
interest to irredeemable amounts. '
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If the rates of interest were lower, there should be less cause
for anxiety, but we must face the facts that at the present price
of cotton the repayment of principal plus 25 per cent interest
will be beyond the paying capacity of those with larger debts,
although these debts may not represent at present even 40 per
cent of their assets. , .

From the voluntary statements of the cultivators it appears
that they have gold and silver worth Rs. 18,085.

The following statement will show the distribution of the
village holdings : — ) -

] Below| From| From| From| From| From| From|Above
‘Village. § | 6—10[11—15(16—2021—25[26—30|31—40; 40 |Total.

acres, acres,| acres.| acres.) acres.| acres.| aCcres.| acres.
1 2 3 4 5 6 71 8 9 | 10
Poti w9 9 10 n 2 3| .. 10| 54
STATEMENTS.

Ganpat Madhoji, Tukaram Raoji, Sitaram Abhiman, Baburao
Tukaram, Raghoji Badarji, Marsaji Laxmanji, Chinkaji
Beosaniji and the other tenants say— '

The ordinary value of average land in this village is about
Rs. 100 per acre, some land is worth more and sgme less. The
worst land is worth about Rs. 75 per acre. In the worst land we .
are not likely to get more than 60 seers cotton. per year, worth
about Rs. 15" at present. In the better soil we get more. 1In some
good fields we may get half a khandi per acre worth in ordinary
years about Rs. 50F. The outturn varies very much according to
the quality of the soil and the rainfall. The average outturn for
ordinary average soil would be from 8 to 10 maunds (of 15 seers)
per acre, worth from Rs. 32 to Rs. 40.in ordinary years. We do
not expect to get more than Rs. 351 for the cotton per acre in
ordinary years.

The costs of cultivation also vary according to the quality of
the soil. In the lighter soil they will be about as follows, when
bullocks are hired and everything is done by hired labour : —

Rs.

a. p.
Weeding 4 0 0 peracre.
Hoeing 20 do
Sowing 0 80 do
Bakharing 0 40 do.
Picking about 0 5 0 per maund or
Re. 1-4-0 peracre.
Seed 0 12 0 per acre.
Cleaning 012 0 do.
Rent and cesses 0 9 0 do. .

or about Rs. 9-2.0 per acre in all.

¢

*Now worth only Rs. 11 at present prices..
$Worth now Ras. 35. .
IWorth about Rs. 25 at present’prices,
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‘In ‘better soil the ‘cost may be Rs.: 14 per acre as we have to do
more weeding and the rent is heavier and the cost of picking is
more. A pair of bullocks can cultivate 20 acres, and the cost of
.bullocks for 20 acres would be about Rs. 210 on inferior land and
about Rs, 240 on the better land. Their working life is about
eight years. If the cultivator and his family works all the time
himself and keeps his own bullocks, the cost would be less, but
the cost varies very much according to each cultivator’s labour.

The clothing of an ordinary family in this village would cost
about Rs. 50 per annum. -

The profits from juar are about the same as from cotton, but
we do not as’ a rile sell the juar, but keep it for food. The
-expenses for juar are less than for cotton as less weeding is
required and we pay for the cutting in kind out of the crop.
The expenses on mixed juar and gotton cultivation would not be
more than Rs. 10 per acre. The outturn of juar varies from year
to year, from 5 maunds per tiffan of 4 acres to 15 maunds per
tiffan. . The average outturn for the villase may be taken at 10
maunds of juar for one tiffan of land. 'The average price of juar

~*when sold is about Rs. 10 per maund. We also get about 700
poolas of kadbi in a tiffan which sells from Rs. 6 to Rs. 7 per 100
poolas when sold.
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APPENDIX E-XVIL

COTTON ZONE, BERAR.
CHANDAS, TALUQ BASIM, DISTRICT AKOLA.

A village of 2,413 occupied area situated in the western half
of the Basim taluq of the Akola district, 8 miles west of Malegaon
on the Mehkar-Malegaon road, 64 miles east of Buldana and
.27 miles west of Basim. The total assessment is Rs. 1,942 which
represents 12 annas. per acre.

The total cropped grea is 2,054 acres and is distributed as
under : — : ‘

Acres.
Cotton e . 910
Juar - N 592
Wheat ..o 113
Groundnut * 200
Miscellaneous . 239

l.and values and finance.—The tenants after discussing the
question assert that the average value of land in the village is
about Rs. 100 per acre. Some land is worth Rs. 125, while some
will fetch Rs. 50 only, but this is the worst land. In January 1929.
86 acres were sold for Rs. 7,292 at an. average of nearly Rs. 90
per acre. They estimate that the total value of land in the
village would therefore not be less than Rs. 2,40,000. We
examined 20 leases and found that the average letting value up
to now is Rs. 9 per acre or 12 times the average assessment.

But having regard to the recent great fall. in.the price of
cotton we do not think it safe to :-estimate the total value in
future at more than Rs. 2 lakhs at Rs. 80 per acre.

The main source of finances is the sowkar Ladh Ram,
Marwari, who is the principal money-lender in the village. He
has advanced Rs. 15,000 in this and the surrounding villages.
He usually charges 12 per cent. The villagers say that he is a
good man and tempers justice with mercy and does not trouble
them. He does not advance money to every one, but only to
those whom he trusts. Vithoba Nanaji, a local cultivator, is
another. money-lender. He advances petty sums and his business
is not very extensive. Darga Das of Harral near Risod, some
12 miles away, is another money-lender. He'is reported to' do
over one lakh of rupees of lending. ‘He is also well spoken of.

Most of the cultivators borrow money as required for cultit
vating expenses, weeding, food, etc., and repay when the crop
is marketed. The sowkars here charge 12 per cent for their loans
to old customers and 25 per cent to new customers. '

Trimbak Laxman says that he originally borrowed Rs. 800
for marriage, “etc., some 20 ‘years ago and has kept a' runnin
account repaying and borrowing from time to time. He sol
12 acres for Rs. 1,250 two years ago and sold some cottod ‘and
paid Rs. 1,600. He still owes Rs. 300. He #s unable to give a
detailed  statement of how much. he has repaid. . Tenants say
that ‘they do not know how to keep accounts and accept the
sowkars, accounts as correct. o
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Debts.—There ‘are 102 occupants in the village, of whom 61
are indebted and 41 have no debts. The secured debt is
Rs. 10,050 and unsecured is Rs: 32,680. From the unsecured a
sum of Rs. 10,000 should be deducted as it is owed by two
Marwari money-lenders who have borrowed that amount to do
-money-lending. Thus the total debt amounts to Rs. 32,730 which
works out at Rs. 320 per kabjedar or Rs. 536 per indebted
‘kabjedar or Rs. 16 per acre or 16} times the assessment. The 61
‘indebted kabjedars hold 1,150 acres at Rs. 307. The incidence
per acre on this land is Rs. 29 per acre as against Rs. 100 present
.and a possible Rs. 80 future average value. Excluding  three
“men Lahnu, Shaik Bhikan and Ramji Raghoji, whose land. is
- heavily mortgaged, the mortgage debt per acre on land mort-
gages comes to Rs. 23. Nearly all the mortgage debt could there-
fore safely be amortised at a low rate of interest by a land mort-
gage bank. The cultivators stated that they would prefer to be
financed direct by the Government with taccavi loans. rather -
than that advances should be madé to their mahajans at low rates
of interest for making loans. Their objection to this latter
scheme was that the mahajans would charge them higher interest
than the Government. The people in this tract are more cut
off from the towns:- and are less progressive than the Beraris
:below the ghats. ' ’

The debts were incurred for the following purposes : —

. Rs.

1. Repdyment of old debt : .. 1,000

2. Cultivation expenses : S . 13,110

. 3. Purchise of land ... © ... 8,350

4. Mar}iage and ceremonials . ... 8,250

5. Family maintenanoe .. 850

- 6. 'House building ... © .. 80D

7. Pilgrimage - 270
8. Litigation . . 100

Total ... 32,730

..Cultivation of cotton.—Tenants say they -wusually -get in
.average land two local khandis per: tiffan of 4 acres or 10
‘maunds of 15 seers per acre. They say that .one local khandi of
20 maunds sells at Rs. 75 when the price of the.Akola standard
.khandi -is Rs. 100., Now that the price of the Akola khandi is
‘about Rs. 70, the price of local khandi will be about Rs. 52.
‘The value of cotton in one acre will then be Rs. 26. The figures
‘of local crop experiments seem to show that the. cotton outturn
[is undergstimated.

Juar,—Sells at'Rs. 9 a maund of 88 seers. The average out-
‘turn they say is 3 maunds per acre. . They sell all cotton, but
‘not -all the juar. They get Rs. 7 to Rs. 8 worth -kadbi per acre
which they feed ta their cattle and do not sell, v :

The average cost of culfivation for juar and cotton -accord-
ing to the cultivators® statement is Rs. 10 an acre. Their holdings
are always mixed as they sow both cotton and juar, but the juar
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rovides the cattle feed and the expenses of cultivation are other-
gvise less. It.would be fair to take Rs. 12 and Rs. 8 as represent-
ing the costs of cotton and juar cultivation, respectively, The
average net outturn for cotton will be. Rs..14 and for ]ua:'Rg-._ 19.
(leaving the kadbi out) according to the cultivators.. In addition
they get about Rs. 2 of tur.which. they sow with the-cotton:and.
the same amount of urad with the juar. As has been remarked
above, the cotton outturn. has been probably runderestimateq.
But the cotton prices have gone down so ‘much’ that juar is
probably more profitable than cotton at present, but with correct' -
estimate of the cotton outturn, the difference between the profits
of cotton and juar cultivation would possibly not be so much.

Groundnut.—In 4 acres 50 seers are sown. The price is
Rs. 16 for a palla of 120 seers. Previously the villagers got
Rs. 300 worth crop in a tiffan of land, but they state that for
the last two years, they have been getting crop worth Rs. 100
only. The average outturn is Rs. 200 for 4 acres or Rs. 50 an
acre. The cost of cultivation is about the same as that of cotton.
Groundnut is no doubt a most: valuable ‘crop both for outturn
and for rotation purposes and the area under it will probably
now extend. According to the estimates.-of the cultivators them-
selves the total value of the :cotton, juar and groundnut crops -
comes to Rs. 33,670, i.e., to more than the total debt. If the
value of the wheat and other crops is added to this, the pro-
portion of debt to income will further be reduced. The average
holding is of 24 acres which at Rs. 16 per acre would yield an
average net profit of Rs. 384. But in the boom period- when
cotton sold at Rs. 250 in the Akola Mandi the nét income must
have been not less than Rs. 1,400 per holding.

Cost of maintenance.—This differs according to the number
of persons in the family and their standard of living. The
kabjedars’ own estimates are as follows: There are 114 adult
males and female 179 adults and 194 children in the families or
489 persons in all, and they estimate their total éxpenditure at
Rs 58,250 or Rs. 96 per head. They stated that in estimating
their expenditure, they took intg account the expenses they are
obliged to incur on certain festivals and at deaths and births,
etc, According to our enquiries in many Berar villages, we -
find that Rs. 300 a year is quite sufficient for the upkeep of an
average middle class family of five. Circumstances of this village
are not different from other villages and there seems to be no
reason why a family of five should require Rs. 470. If a
man earns more, he is justified in spending more, but they
cannot complain of poverty under the circumstances.

On the whole, the village seems to have weathered the
cotton boom well. The price of cotton is now little more than
one-fourth what it was at the peak. Here, as elsewhere, the
cultivators still seem to have rather extravagant ideas; but the
number who lost their lands and have .ruined themselves as a
result of the boom are at the most only 2 or 3 in number. As
usual, debt incurred for purchase of land in the boom is an
important item Rs. 8,350. Marriage and ceremonials account
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for Rs. 8,250. The largest item, however, is Rs. 13,110 for culti-
vating expenses, and more than half the cultivators habitually
take short-term loans for their agricultural expenses repayable
at harvest, all of which were still outstanding. As our enquiry
was made before the harvest was over, this item is not surprising.
At Rs. 10 per .acre the total annual agricultural expenses of the
village are between Rs. 20,000 and Rs. 24,000. The indigenous
sowkars here, as elsewhere in this tract, seem to be functioning
well in: financing the seasonal loans. The principal requirement
here as throughout Berar is a land mortgage bank to amortize
the larger debts at a seasonable rate of interest.

From the voluntary statements of the cultivators it appears
that they have gold and silver worth Rs. 33,871.

The following statement. will show the distribution of the
villagé holdings : — -

L Below| From| From| From| From| From| From{Above,
Village. 5 | 6—10;11—15/16—20|21 —25]26 - 30{31--40{ 40 |Total.

acres.| acres.] acres.| acres | acres.| acres.| acres.| acres.

ES 2( 3] 4| 5[ 6 7| 8| 9|10

~

Chandas W 13| 20) 22| 13] M| 8] 6| 6| 102
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APPENDIX, E-XVIL

COTTON ZONE, BERAR.
MALGANI, TALUQ CHIKHLI, DISTRICT BULDANA."
A typical village of the Buldana plateau with an area of
1,241 acres and population, of 465 persons, situated 2 miles from
Chikhli on. the Chikhli-Buldana road. The total: occupied area

of the village is 1,191 acres and the revenue demand Rs. 1,369-2-0
or about Re. 150 per acre.

opping.—~The cropped area of the village is 951, acres and’
is dlstn uted under various crops as under :—

Acrés.-

Cotton w3005
Juur ' RN 7
Wheat ’ Y
Linseed 2
Gram . 19

. Others . 189

Finance. —The v1llagers boriow money from the Cﬁlkhh
sowkars who are. mostly Telis. One Lingayat Bania of Satgaon
also finances this v1llage The common rate of mterest for mort-
gage loans is Re. 1-4-0 per cent-and.for simple loans’is Rs. 2
.per.month. For simple debts, pro-notes and_dastavez are exe-

cuted. Borrowers have to purchase the stamped paper.-

.The total. amount ardinarily required for ﬁnancmg agricul-
tural operations is Rs.” 10,000 a year and thns sum 1is easily
obtained from the sowkars The-only trouble is the high rate
of interest.

Tenants —There are 58 kab]edars in the village cultivating

21.28 acres at 969-19 in the village and 214 “acres on
23170 elsewhere The remaining 130 acres of. land. in the
vxllage is being habxtually let out on theka to others.

e |

Land values. —The average-letting value is Rs. 14 per ‘acTe -

Good cotton and juar land is sold for Rs. 150 ani acte nowadays.
Light soil is sold at Rs. 60 to Rs. 75 per acre. The average value
is about Rs. 125 per acre.

Debts—The total debt due from the kabjedars is Rs. 55, 729
of which Rs.. 38,515 or 67 per cent is secured .and Rs.. 17 214 lor
3 per cent is unsecured. The sources and purposes for :whmh
the debt was taken are as given below :— oo

Sources.
: ’ . - Rs.
Mahasjan 54 546.
Co-operative . o e e 1,149
Government e 34 g
Total 85, 729

14
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~PutPoses, -
o Rs,
Repayment of earlier debt .. (1. .. ... 30,109
Seed, manure and agricultural operations - 10,328
Purchase of land ... & el L0 1oro 0T Tgans
‘Building agricultural houses e , .. 850
"Marriage and cermonials oL T T L 4,761
Litigation . S v w591

Maiotensnce: ©~ - ... : Caaed G e 1907

L Total! ... 55729

‘Leaving out the old debts, 80 per cent is for productive -and 20
per cent for unproductive purposes. - More ‘than 50 per :cent is
old debt which here, as elsewhere, is a heavy burden on the
people. : ' o
People welcome the idea of a land mortgage bank or any
oth_e_n institution for supplying long-term credit at a cheap rate”
of interest. They say that Government should give taccavi more
liberally and for all purposes if it really wants to help the
people. et
., Of the 58 kabjedars, 12 are free from debt. The debt thus
'works .out at Rs. 960 per kabjedar or Rs. 1,211 per indebted
‘kabjedar or Rs. 47 per acre.: The following are-indebted beyond
“hope of redemption :— - I :

_.._ LR Areaheld. | Rent paid. | Debt owed.

T 2 3 | s
Acrgs. Rs. ’ Rs.
‘I Tukarsm Yado .. 36 s4) 433
2 Binwaqif Singh: ... . o o al - 5,565
3. Gajaba .. o ] sl 40
4. Sadashiv Punjabi . Wl e8| o 4| s
Total ..|. 143 &  1s3] . 19,297

They, .between them, owe.nearly 40 per cent of the total debts
of the village. They ask that: Government. should advance
taccavi on a long-term..in.sums equal to the market value of
their lands. They say this will save them from ruin. ’

Members of co-operative societies.—Of these members, 9 are
indebted to the society to the extent of Rs. 1,149 and to sowkars
to the:extent of Rs. 16,576. They hold 269 acres of land at
Rs. 305. The average debt is Rs. 1,969 per indebted member,
or Rs. 61 per acre or 54 times the assessment. Here, as else-
where, the members of the co-operative credit society have

- borrowed freely from all sources and hence are more heavily in-
debted than others. The so-called co-operative credit society is
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simply an agency: for -borrowing more money. These-9 members
are responsible for about half the debt of .the village.. Mr Kshir
sagar, the Honorary Secretary, Central Bank, Buldana, very
kindly attended the enquiry-and helped us to find out the facts.

Cost and profits of cultivation==This differs from :cultivatof
to: cultivator: according  to-‘the nature. of the soil;, methods of
cultivation and! personal industry. - ;But the people agreed .on
the following estimate as a fair average :— |, - N

3

Per acre,
) ) R ~ Rs. a. p.
Preparatory tillage, i€l removal of - -1 8700
kopal and kunda. . -’ Ce Sodson
Summer bakhering : .. . 1 40
Cotton seed 12 1bs. per acré’ w060
Sowing charges 8.0 P
Two weedings: . 600
Hoeing .. R . . ., 300
Picking at Re. 0-4-0 a maund- """ * - - i 5 0 0if thecropis 20
‘ e ST T N S maunds. .
or- 28 0if the cropis 10
: maunds.
. Average T T St 312 -
" Land revenue. 180
Total ... 21 6 0

This is for cultivation done entirely by hired labour and
hired bullocks. A cultivator working himself and owning a
pair of bullocks requires much less. A pair-of plough bullocks
1s bought at Rs. 125 to Rs. 150 and works on an average for six
to eight years. People say that a pair of bullocks will suffice
for 16 acres. The depreciation will therefore be Re. 1-2.0 per'.
acre. Juar cultivation requires about two-thirds of the cost of
cotton cultivation.’ .

Outturn.—In good soil people say that they get 20 maunds of
14 seers or 560 pounds and in ordinary soil, 10 maunds or 280
pounds. They ‘consider 15 maunds per acre to be a fair average
for the village, i.e., 420 pounds per acre worth Rs. 40 when the
khandi is Rs. 82 in Khamgaon, but not more than Rs. 35 at the
present price of Rs. 70 per khandi at Khamgaon. With the
fall in cotton prices, people say that the net profit from cotton
is less than from juar. The net profit will vary from Rs. 20 to
Rs. 25 per acre. 'But everything depends on the price of cotton.

Subsidiary income.~Some cultivators have a subsidiary in-
come from carting and labour. Some sell ghee and karbi. The
total income from all these sources is estimated at Rs. 8,700 or
an average of Rs. 152 per kabejdar. ~

Costs of maintenance.—There are 89 adult males, 107 adult
females and 124 children in the families of 58 kabjedars. Thus
the average family in the village consists of a little_over five

ersons. Their individual estimates of their cost of-diving total
Rs. 14,450 or an average of Rs. 250 per kabjedar. The average
holding in the village is a little over 18 acres. The net average
annual income from an average holding would not appear to be
less than Rs. 340. The village is near the market town of
Chikhli, where ample employment is available. ' .
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Thus in2 ‘mormak. year there is -a good margin for other
expenses . Buiin years'of partial failures of crops, they cannot
“dave anything. .~
" THé interest: charges om- the ‘total debt approximates' to
Rst. 10,000 per annum. or over seven times the land revenue.

“Thére ¢an be no’ economic development -until- the old debts
afé amortized at @ reasonable rate of interest. ‘This could only
be done by-a land mortgage bank:  If this can be done, the
existing financial’ :igencnes will suffice for short-term requirements.

From the: voluntary statements. of the. cultlvators it appears
that they have gold and silver worth Rs. 8,900..

The followmg“statement will show. the dlstnbutlon of the
village holdmgs — ]

1 J
B AT | Below From| From| From{ From{ From From Abovel
Village, - 5 6—10{11—15(16—20[21—25{26—30[31 — 40| 40" [Total.
3T: ju .. . ; |mcres. acres.| acres.] acres.| acres.] acres.| acres.| acres.|’
1 172 3| 4| 5| 6| 78} 910

Malghani ~ 15| 8| 12| 6| 3| a| 7| 3| s8
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APPENDIX E-XVIIL
' COTTON ZONE; BERAR.
ANJANI BUZRUK, TALUQ METIKAR, DISTRICT BULDANA.

A big village of 6,689 acres in the Mehkar talug of the
Buldana district, 10 miles from Mehkar on the Mehkar-Basim
road. The total cropped area-is 6,394 acres and the land revenue
demand Rs. 7,242, PI"h‘e‘,principal crops are—

‘ Acres

“Cotton ol .o O i,GOU
Juar : e . 1,037
Wheat o 1,825
" Others 1,932

The kabjedars hold 3,9?;6 aéres at Rs. 5,001 in othes: villages.
’lghu§2t12]23 total land owned by these kabjedars is 10,625 acres at,
5. 12, : :

Land- values.—Aftér the fall in the prices of cotton, the
average price of land. averages' nowadays Rs. 175 per acre and.
the average letting value is Rs. 14 per acre. = ‘This is a fairly
ptosperous village. The village is net far off from the Hyderabad:
" State borders, ‘

Finance.—People borrow either from-local mahajans or the’
co-operative .society. ~;The mahajans are either Marwaris sor
Komtis. Some of thé bigger cultivators also do a little money-
lending. On mortgages the most common rate of intérest is 18,
per cent and on simple bonds 24 per cent. 24 per cent on mort-
gages and 36 per cent on simple loans aré not unusual, seasonal
loans advanced for six to eight months carry, generally speaking,
36 per cent. Pro-notes, dastavez are instruments of credit. Loans
on mortgages are generally taken for three years and simple loans
for one year. Majority of the borrowers repay in' time. These
do not have to pay penal rate of interest. Big and. respectable
money-lenders pass receipts and are said to keep proper accounts.
Upstarts  do not pass receipts and even when:loans are repaid,
file civil suits to recover the loans. People thérefore suggest that
money-lenders should be compelled to keep accounts on. books
supplied by Government on payment and that the mahajans shonld
give copies of accounts to borrowers. , )
~... People:say ‘that co-operative -bank charges Rs. 12 and  on
default: Rs. 15 “interest. : They therefore do. not feel enthusiastio
about it. - There.are 23 members. of the society: but their
borrowings are not.confined to.the bank alone, . as. they borrow
from mahajans as well. ' : C

 Seasonal loans are taken in ‘Ashad and'gesierally repaid at
the harvest. N T

Debts—There are 164 kabjedars in all, of whom 108 are
indebted and 56 are free from debt. The total -debt 1is
Rs. 1,37,866 which is made up of Rs. 67,921 or 49 per cent
secured and Rs: 69,945 or 51 per cent unsecured. It works out, .
at Rs. 840 per kabjedar or Rs. 1,267 per indebted kabjedar or-
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Rs. 12 per acre or 1] times the. assessment. Of the indebted
kabjedars, the following are heavily indebted :—

& 00 -
. .

— e Acres. relvl::g . Debt.

1 - 2 3 4
Acres. Rs. " Ra.
1. Akbar Ali 10 12| . 2,000
2. Udsji Mate 7 11 2,250
3. Kailaspuri 55 59 10,700
4. Deoba Kgnhq: - '-‘ 11 14 2,600
§. Narayen ‘ Y 20| - 24 3,000
6. Bhaorao e : 250 297 ¢ - 5,054
Vikram e B 12 8,000
Shankarsingh ... % 93 4,225
. Syed Amir - 85 99 7,000
: Total ... s3| 62| 448

Nos. 6 and 8 can be helped by amortization. The others seem
bound to lose their land in the absence of any special concilia-
tion proceedings. It is seen that 7 out of 164 or 4 per cent only
are more or less hopelessly indebted. It will be seen that about
35 per cent of the total debt is due from the above nine persons
only. If these are excluded, the total debt on 99 indebted
persons will be Rs. 93,037 or Rs. 939 per indebted kabjedar.

The 23 members of the co-operative society own 1,252 acres
at Rs. 1,421 and owe Rs. 13,407 to the bank and Rs. 43,696 to
mahajans. Thus the total debt due from these 23 members is
Rs. 57,105 or Rs. 2,482 per member or Rs. 45 per acre or 40
timer the assessment. :

It is clear that the members of the society are very much
more heavily indebted than non-members and that it would be
most misleading to calculate the indebtedness of the province
on the basis of the debts of co-operative society members.

The purposes for which debt was taken are as under:—

Repayment of old debt . . 27,216 -
Arrears of land revenue . 1,200
Mariiage and cermonials 34,864
Purchase of land ... .. 29,61S
Seasonal agricultural expenses, seed, wages, etc. .. 21,821 .
Litigation Cane ’ 7,150

L

. Total .. 1,218



111

Costs and profits of cultivation.—These differ from kabjedar
to kabjedar and depend on various factors, i.e., ‘the nature of
the soil, method of cultivation, individual industry, rain, etc.
But an idea of the average cost can be had from- the following
estimate made by the cultivators themselves :—

Cotton— Rs. a. p.

Koplya, etc. s 1 8 O per acre.
Seed and sowing 300
Weedings (2) 300
Davaran 180
Picking 312 0
Assessment 380
Total 16 4 0

A pair of bullocks is bought for Rs. 100 and works for six years
and manages 20 acres. Depreciation will be 12 annas per acre.
Total expenses Rs. 17 per acre.

Juar—The cost of juar cultivation is about two-thirds of
that of cotton. -

These -estimates are for those who employ hired labour.
Labour is less expensive in this upland tract than in the Purna
valley near the railway and big towns. Bhagwan Shivram of
Shegaon who was present at our enquiry gave his own figures for
cultivating 15 acres of land as follows :—

Rs. a. p.

3 maunds cotton seed . 600
1; maunds wheat seed . 24 00
12 pailis lac 900
‘1 paili tor - 0860
Labour ‘on all operations: he and three members of 20 0 0

-his family work in the field. These charges represent
the extra labeur he has to employ.

C arpenter, 8 pailis 58090
Bullock feed (sarki) .. 1000
Rent .. - . 45 00

120 0 0

This is what a man working in the field with the family requires.

OQutturn—Cotton.—In good soil people say they get a
khandi of 20 maunds of 12 seers each per acre which means 480
pounds and 10 maunds in the ordinary land. Taking 15 maunds
to be the average outturn, the value will come to Rs. 41 at the
rate of Rs. 55 a local khandi -or Rs. 36 at present prices. " The
net profit will vary between Rs. 27 to Rs. 22 at Rs. 55 per local
.«handi. ‘If the price of cotton goes down further, the ?roﬁts
will, of course, further decrease. If the price be at Rs. 70 per,
standard khandi or Rs. 44 per local khandi the net profit will not
be above Rs. 18 per acre on the average.
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i -Juar.~In good soil people get 5 maunds per acre (I maund
15 equal to 96 seers) and in ordinary soil 3 maunds. Taking the
average at 4. maunds per acre, the gross income comes to:Rs.
per_acre at Rs,.9 a maund. The net profit will be about Rs. 28
to Rs. 30 excluding karbi.

Wheat—In good soil people say they get eight times the
seed sown and in ordinary land 4 to 5 times. Taking the average
outturn, the value per acre will be about Rs. 39. The cost of
cultivation is the same as for cotton, and the net profit will be
about Rs. 27. '

The average gross outturn of a mixed holding will be about
Rs. 37 per acre and taking the average cost of cultivation at
Rs. 12 per acre, the net profit per acre comes to about Rs. 25
per acre, but the area under cotton at present prices is apparently
less paying than wheat and. juar and will yield less than Rs. 25
per acre the all round average for mixed cropping.

-~ Costs of maintenance.—The 164 kabjedars have 200 male
adults, 266: female adults and 370 children, in all 836. The
average family therefore is of five ‘persons. According to the
-estimates of the kabjedars, they state that they -actually spend
Rs. 99,358 on food and clothing which comes to Rs. 605 per
family. A man js undoubtedly at liberty to spend whatever he
-likes.  We are concerned with what an average family of 5 per-
f)on_sir’eally requires. The following estimate is prepared on this
asis-: <

. . Rs. a. p. Rs: a. p.
Juatr 4 khandis 120 0 .0 Dhotis 2 pairs 900
Wheat 10 kuros - ... 25 8 0 Kurtas 4 4 00
“Rice S kuros 12 8 0 .Coatl 4 0.0
- Dal 8 kudos 22..8 0 Dupattas 300
- Qil 12 0 0 Pagotis 2 .. 400
“Salt 2 0 0 Shoes 1 pair e, 2 80

" Kerosene - 8 0 0 Sadis2 e ? ls' 00

. Vegetables, ghee, 36 .0 0 Cholis6 R g

chillies, etc. . Children .. ,18:0 0
80

Total .. 238 8.0 _ Total . 59

B Grand total nearly Rs. 300. » S

Men of status’ will use sugar and ghee instead of oil and gur

and ‘may require more clothes, but small cultivators will not

even, require Rs. 300 a year. They may spend Rs. 650 as they

allege, because they can afford to do so. One thing is clear that

they have not incurred debts for maintenance as will appear
from the purposes for which debts were taken. )

- .Non-agricultural income.—The kabjedars have other sources
of income as well. Bigger cultivators do money-lending, sell
.-ghee, others earn by carting and labour. Still others keep shops.
Some sell kadba. The total income of all the kabjedars .from
_these sources,, according to their own estimate, comes to
Rs. 33,184 or Rs. 208 per: kabjedar. o .
~ With the exception of the 4 per cent kabjedars mentioned
above, the others are in a financially strong position. The chief
" trouble -is. the present. low price of cotton. In the cotton boom
there was a mania for purchasing;land at the high prices then
prevailing. The Beraris made a very natural error in calcglatmg
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the trend of future prices and are now saddled with these debts.
But, although the high interest charges give rise to anxiety, ‘the
amount of capital debt is not beyond their paying capacity, pro-
vided the debts are amortized at a low rate of interest. The
present arrangements for short-term loans will suffice if a land
mortgage bank for financing long-term loans is established.

From the voluntary statements of the cultivators it appears
that they have gold and silver worth Rs. 39,194.

The following statement will- show the distribution of the
village holdings :—

Below| From| From Froml From Flom| From'Above
Village. 5 {6—1011-15/16—20;21—2526—30,31-—40 40 |[Total.

“acres.] acres.) acres.| acres.| acres.| acres, acres.' acres.

1 2| 3| 4| 5| 6| 7| 8| 9| w0

Anjani Buzruk ..| 8| 23] 18] 24 17'f 18] 10] 46| 164

ANIANI BUzRUK.

1. Malherrao of Shelgaon Deshmukh :
... { and others of these and
other villages present.

2. Gyanba of Madni

3. Tulsiram of Madni

4. Sheoram Patel of Ishwari

They and the people of Anjani Buzruk after consultation
made the following statement :—

We borrow from the local mahajans or Co-operative Bank,
Mehkar. The mahajans are mostly Marwaris and . Komtis.
Some prosperus Kunbi cultivators do money-lending, but they
are few. On mortgages the rate of interest charged is Re. 1
per cent, on simple debt over Re. 1-8-0 per cent. Pro-notes,
dastavez and akadas are the instruments on which. simple debt
is advanced. The duration is generally three years. In ordinary
circumstanges people repay the loans according to the agree-
ment. It is rarely that defaults are made. n the event of
detault, compound interest is charged and the old debt renewed.
Receipts are granted and accounts are properly. kept by respect-
able mahajans. Upstarts do not as a rule pass receipts unless a
debtor presses for it. And in some cases receipts are not given
even then-and suits are filed. Courts do not accept oral pleas
of repayment unless receipts are filed, and thus the debtors have
to pay twice over. We propose that mahajans should be made to
keep accounts on-books obtained from Treasury Officers and
certified by him to contain certain. number of pages. Also the
nl\.aha]'ans should be made to give a copy of account to their
clients.

Co-operative bank charged Rs. 12 and on default Rs:" 15.
The rate being almost the same, we do not like the bank” As a
matter of fact a mahajan is more considerate than a bank. __H_e
advances at any time and extends the time of repayment in“times
of need, but the bank is nowadays very strict and attaches pgo-
perty. That is why we do not much care for it. 7.

15 .
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" A cultivator réquires- loans in Ashad for agncultural pur-
poses .as wages of a Erlcultural labour are paid in cash. In
-nermal, years this kind .of loan .is annually repaid after the crops
-are harvested.

© 'Wé reserve juar for consumptlon and seed and sell cofton
in Akola and Malegaon. = We have no complaint against the
" totton market practices. ' o

... Malharrao has recently purchased 14 acres for Rs. 1,450. He
borrowed only Rs. 400. The rest he had with him. They are
the profits of his cultivation.

Only recently 26 acres of land was ‘sold for Rs. 1 900 here.
‘It ‘was not a fair price as it was sold by co-operative bank for
their money. If taccavi is granted for all purposes, we shall
gladly take it. At present we get only for bullocks and seed or
for land improvement.

Sitaram Patel, an old man, says that the strong point of
taccavi 17 that it is recovered ngorously Debt therefore does
not swe

We want that some arrangement be made Whereby we may
~ get .cheap money to pay oft old debt which carrled heavy

‘ mterest

Bhagwan Shivram of Shegaon—

T own 19-acres of land at Rs. 29. I own a pair of bullocks. -

I purchased it for Rs. 110 two years back. 1 borrowed only
."Rs. 50-at" 2 .per cent.. I have paid Rs. 35. I owe -only Rs. 25
~now. A pair works for ten years.

C ost of cultivation of 15 acres of land.—

i . . Rs. ‘al p.
- '8'maynds cotton seed, 6 00
"1h maunds wheat’ “ . . 2400 : o
T 12 panh lae ' ' L9 00 ’
lpnxh juar: . 0 80 . )
Labour on all operauom 20 0. 0 I work with 3 other
o members of the
' ‘ family.
. Carpenter 8 paili 580
.10 maunds sarhi for bullocks . 1000
Totél' 75 0°0

I 1ncurred 1o other expenses T d1d not purchase dand: ‘or
- bakhdr or anything or iron for plough.

- Bansilal, Narsinghdass, Marwari, one of the principal ‘indi-
genous bankers and Honorary Magistrate, Buldana, states—

We~ have great trouble in recovering our:money owing to
the ‘court’s .delays' and delays in execution of decrees. Also
people take advantage:of this Insolvency Act and become insol-
vents. The courts ‘do not ‘make full enquiries.
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Still the usual rate’ of interest is ‘12" per cent on mortgages
and also without mortgage to solvent and substantial land-

holders.

I do not charge more than 24 per cent in any case. I do not
lend money to people who have no assefs or who ‘are not in a
posmon to repay and so I do not charge higher ‘interest.

I have about one lakh’s business in lending. . I have about
460 acres of land also.

. T got this in payment of debts during the Tast 50 years. I do
not cultivate the land myself. , I sublet it.. But I get no proper'
profits and I.do not want more land.

_ Mr. Amrti Waman' Dalal of Buldana, ‘Honorary Magrst,rate,
reported to have some 20 lakhs of business, states—

Toa few persons who are my cultivators, etc., I lend out
small sums occasionally. But as a general rule, I do not lend
sums less than Rs. 2,000. I have individual debtors to whom 1
have advanced as much as one lakh of rupees. I only.advance
on security. I have not a large number of debtors,. but I deal
Iarg.. sums on good security.

I usually do not charge more .than : 9 per cent’ per zmnum
I carry on my business on my own capital. I do.not:take:any
deposits from others and 1 do not.take advances from others for
. carrying on busmess .

I should not be prepared to take advances from a bank or
elsewhere for the purpose of business as money-lendmg has ‘be-
come very risky nowadays."

People become insolvent nowadays-and I lose my moriey
Mr. Lanka recently did so. He borrowed Rs. 50, 000 at'6

per cent w1thout secutity.” He is a commission agent and cotton
merchant in Bombay ‘and had’a big business. 1 ‘made advances
to him from time to time during the last 30 years. He was
recently declared.a bankrupt in Bombay. ‘I do not: know how
much I shall get, perhaps.4 annas in the rupee.. Lam 'in favour
of 2 land mortgage bank.. I agree with the"oplmon ‘jointly
submitted by us on behalf of the Co:opéetativei Credit :Society,
Buldana, by Mr. Kale, M. LC.
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APPENDIX E-XIX.

COTTON ZONE, BERAR.
DHARANGAON, TALUQ MALKAPUR, DISTRICT BULDANA.

This .is a very large and fertile village, about 3 miles to the
west of Malkapur and not far from the borders of the east Khan-
desh district of the Bombay Presidency. The abadi is a large one
with a number .of fine two and three storied substantially built
“houses. The total population is 1,249 and there are a number of
non-agriculturists resident here. The labouring classes find aniple
.employment on good wages in Malkapur town adjoining. The
total occupied area of the village is 2,166 acres and the assessment
is Rs. 5,763 or an average of approximately Rs. 2-12-0 per acre.
?,%?2 acres are at present under crop. The principal crops are as
ollows : —

\ © Acres,
Cotton AP . 754 -
Juar - : .. 348
Groundnut .- e 381
Tur e ... 60
Urad ... 68
Miscellaneous : o121

Tur and Urad are not sown separately, but are sown with the
cotton and. juar, respectively, there being 814 acres under cotton
and tur 'and 417 acres under juar and urad.

Land Values.—The general position here is very level and the
soils are very rich, deep and fertile: We have examined 16 sale-
-deeds- executed between 1927 and 1929 and found that 56 acres of
land have been sold for Rs. 33,750 or an average of Rs. 612 per
acre. On the 3rd April 1929, 3 acres of land ‘were sold for
Rs. 3,000 or at Rs..1,000 per acre. We similarly examined 17
lease-deeds which showed that, during the same period 168 acres
were leased out for Rs. 5416 or at an average of Rs. 3240 per
acre. The cultivators state that, at the time of the cotton boom,
the average value of land here was not less than Rs. 2,000 per
acre, but its present value is about Rs. 600 per acre.

“Costs and profits of agriculture~We asked the cultivators
to consult and give us their joint estimate of the ordinary costs
of cultivation with hired bullocks and hired labour, and they
gave the following estimate :— N o

Per ac;'e.
Cotion ) Ras. a. p.

Clearing of cotton stalks, etc.,and 3 0 0
bakhering in the hot weather.

Cotton seed 5 to 6 seers per acre ... 012 0
Tur seed . 020
Weeding (three weedings in all)... 4 8 0
Sowing per acre .. 200
Hoeing per acre . 300
Picking Rs. 5 per standardkhandiof 3 0 0

-394 seers, i.e., Rs. 3.8-0 when

the crop is 20 maunds per acre,

~ and ap average of Rs. 3 per acre.
Total .16 6 0

o —————
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They stated that those persons who keep their own bullocks and

work with their families in the fields will incur less expenses.
Juar—The expenses for juar cultivation and for groundnut

they estimated as follows : — S~

Juar. Groundnut.-

Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p.
Seed 13 to 2 seers lper 0 4 O  Seed, 20 seers 500
acre. o Weeding .. 48090
Urad, 3 seers e 0 6 0 Hoeing ... 300
Weeding . .. 2 0 0 Sowing .. 200
Cutting w 200 Digging up and collect- 7 8 0

Sowing .. 200 ing at Rs. 1-8-0 per

Hoeing 300 paili.

Totat .. 910 0 Total .22 0 0

Outtuin—Cotton.—They stated that the average outturn in
this village varied between 15 and 20 maunds of 14 seers per acre.
They stated that some of the best soils were capable of producing
one. full standard khandi per acre: but this was above the aver-
age. They estimated. the average outturn between 15. to 20
maunds per acre, which represents a value of Rs. 63-8-0 when the
standard khandi is sold at Rs. 100 which was a fair dverage rate in
Malkapur during the last two years. The price, however, has
now gone down to about Rs. 70 per khandi so that the value of
the average gross outturn at present would not be more than
Rs. 45 per acre. They stated that in the boom year the cotton
outturn was worth not less than Rs. 200 per .acre; but those days
had gone now and it was idle to regret. In additiop ‘they
expected to obtain about Rs. 5 of tur per acre with the cotton,
so that even at the present low price of cotton, the average value
of the gross outturn per acre would be Rs. 50. ‘

Juar.—They estimated the average outturn at 10 maunds of
48 seers per acre valued at Rs. 50. They stated that they usually
got Rs. 6 or Rs. 7 worth of urad in addition. : ’

There are 213 kabjedars in the village and the average holding
is 10 acres only. . They say that many of the cultivators use
hired bullocks in which case they sell most of their karbi, but
that a pair of bullocks could cultivate 20 acres of land .and that
the karbi of 4 acres was sufficient for their fodder. throughout the
ear,. They stated that the price of a decent pair of bullocks was
etween Rs. 125 and Rs. 150 and that their working life was from
8 to 10 years. They stated that in this. tract there had been no
cattle disease for some years. On a._holding of 20 :acres, the
annual capital depreciation on a pair of bullocks would therefore
to between 12 to 14 annas per acre only. They stated that
people with smaller holdings of 8 to 10 acres either keep cheaper
bullocks worth Rs. 50 and feed them less or. :else _take
bullocks on -hire. They estimated the outturn of karbi at Rs. 8
or Rs~9 per acre, hal¥ at least of which they sell, so that the
karbi produced in the juar 'land for sale would be worth another
Rs. 4 per acre, - This gives, for juar, a gross outturn of just over
Rs, 60 per acre.
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Groundnut —They say that 5 to 6 pailis is tbe average outtum
worth Rs. 15 per paili or Rs. 75 to Rs. 9. They that the
average gross value of the groundnut per acre would Rs. 8.
In conclusion the villagers stated that these estimates were
on the crop outturns of the last couple of years, which they
estimated at 12 annas. In a good vear they get more and in
a bad year they get less. They. stated that the expenses of a
small man whose family works in the field would be less. It
appears, however, that, at present prices, the net profits are
approximately not less than the following : —

Rs. Rs. Ra

Cotton - .- 50 minus 1S = 35 per acre.
Joar - - 60 minns 9 =51 do.
Grouadaut - . 2 minme22 =60 do.

Out of which they have to pay Rs. 2-12-0 per acre rent.

At the time when we visited the village, the price of cotton
was about Rs. 90 per standard khandi : but the cultivators then
stated that, if there was any further fall in the price of cotton, it
would become less remuneraiive than juar.

In spite of the great fall in the price, agriculture in this vill-
age is still yielding a good income although in the boom years
the net income from 10 acres of land must have been not les

than Rs. 800 or Rs. 900.
Costs of wmaintenance and clothing—An average family of
five persons requires:

Rs a p.

Juar 4 kbandss  _.. - - 120 06 0
Wheat, 5 kodo — -~ 1280
Rice, 10 kodo - 2080
Dsl, 8 kudo .. 2860
0Oil - - 1200
Salt - — 2800
Kerosene - 8 0@
\eeeubla. ghee, ete. -~ 3060
Total .- 221 8 @

People do not use rice and wheat daily, but on festivals. This
includes occasional caste feasts also :—

Ra.

Dhouis, 2 pairs - - -
Kurtss, 4 — . - =5
Cont1 : - — 5
Duppattas 2 — - - 3
Pagote § - -~ — 4
Shoes 1 peis ~ - - 3
Sedis 4 - — - 16
Cholis - - - 8
Children 3 - — - 22
Total . 73

Total expenses .. 302

l‘
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The total amount required by the 213 kabjedars to feed and clothe
themselves and their families would then come to Rs. 63,900.
Even at present prices, the net profits from agriculture in the
present_year in this village cannot have been much less than
Rs. 80,000, while, even if the whole area had been leased out to
others at the present average letting value, the kabjedars would
have obtained an income of Rs. 67,264, which is Rs. 3,664 more
than they state, is required for their ‘maintenance. They have,
however, to pay their rent in addition to these estimated
expenses.

Taking the average holding at 10 acres, at present prices the
position would

Maintenance and clothing
Rent

Total

|s|=§r

Net profits of agriculture not less than Rs. 400.

Subsidiary income—But the people of this village are not
solely dependent on agriculture. Some of them do money-
- lending and shop-keeping. The small men work on wages in
their spare time: while others sell ghee or breed cattle. The
total income according to the individual estimates of the culti-
vators. themselves from all these sources comes to Rs. 53,221 or
approximately Rs. 250 per kabjedar. It is clear that this is a most
valuable village where agriculture, even under agdverse circum-
‘stances, is a profitable business. It is typical of the rich portions
of the Malkapur and Jalgaon haveli.

Sources of finance.—The only source of credit is the mahajan. .
There are several local Marwaris who do money-lending in the
village and charge anything from Rs. 18 to Rs. 36 per cent. The
most common rate is 24 per cent. No distinction is made
between a mortgage and simple debt. It depends on the personal
credit of the borrower. The Malkapur sowkars also lend money
to the cultivators of this village. About 60 per cent of the culti-
vators borrow every year for seasonal requirements and repay at
harvest. The complaint of the sowkars is that loans are not
usually repaid in_time and therefore they have to keep men to
g0 round to realize them and this enhances the interest charges.
Small loans are generally advanced on personal security: but
when the sum grows to be 50 big as to cause anxiety to the sowkar,
2 mortgage is executed.

Debts—There are 213 kabjedars in the village. Of them 124
are entirely free from debt and only 89 are indebted. The total
debt amounts to Rs. 1,04,658. Of this Rs. 61,282 or about 61
per cent is secured and Rs. 43,376 or about 39 per cent is un-
secured. The burden of debt comes to Rs. 491 per kabjedar or



120

Rs. 1,176 per indebted kabjedar or Rs. 47 per acre ok 18 times
the land revenue. The following have big debts :—

e ) Area held. | Rent paid. | Debt owed.
1 : 2 3 4
Rs. Rs.

1. .Akram 4 10 2,514
2. Tikamadas 20 70 6,200
3, Narayandas 28 55 8,000
4. NinuDama .. ‘oo 34 3,200
5. Shankar Ananda ... 19 74 24,000
fotal ... Ta| 243 43,914

Only 1 and 5 can be considered to be involved beyond hope
of redemption. This represents under 1 pér cent of the total
number: of kabjedars in the village. It will be seen that about
40 .per .cent of -the total debt is due from the above unlucky.
five.. If these are excluded, we find that the total debt on the.
84 indebted kabjedars comes to Rs. 60,744 or Rs. 723 per kabjedar
ot Rs. 31 per acre -or 11 times the land revenue. The valu¢ of
fand here is Rs: 612 per acre, so that the debt is 5 per cent of the
value of the land held by the debtors. :

Purposes of debts—The purposes for which the debt was
taken are as under : — h :

Rs.
Repayment of old debt L . ... 36,389
Purchase of land.” ... - Lo e 52,949
Marriage and ceremonials . . ’ .. 8,145

House building "~ ..., L. i o 1,178
‘ Total .. 1,04,658

It will be seen that .about half the debt is for the purchase of land.
When the prices suddenly rose to Rs. 250 per-standard khandi of
cotton, yielding ‘a net profit per acre in this village of Rs. 175
to Rs. 200 per acre; there was a natural .rush.to purchase land.
Those who had not ready capital borrowed money to make what
then appeared to be a most profitable investment. With land
yielding a net profit of nearly Rs. 200 per:acre, even Rs. 2,000
per acre would not appear to be too high a price. There was a
natural reaction and fall in land values with the fall in the price
of cotton,.so that many cultivators are now saddled with debts
incurred in purchasing land which is now not worth the amount of
money. which they borrowed in order to purchase it. Even
then, all the cultivators, with the exception of the two mentioned
above,. would be able to pay off their.debts if they received time
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to do so, although the present ‘high rate of interest which pro-
duces an annual interest charge of over Rs. 20,000 per annum will
at present cotton prices be of itself a very heavy burden.

It would not be possible to find a clearer case to justify the
creation of a land mortgage bank. All that these persops require
is the amortization of the old debts at a reasonable rate of interest.
‘It should be noted that, at the time of the cotton boom, ‘the
value-of 'land.in’ this village reached a total fisure not far short
‘of 40 lakhs of rupees and at present values, it is worth over 12
lakhs of rupees. Under ‘such circumstances, it cannot be said
that the cultivators of this villase have incurred debts anything -
near the full limit of their credit. One school is of the opinion
that the indebtedness of the agriculturist is only limited by the
amount of his credit. This is one of the many instances which
can be quoted to show that this opinion is erroneous. Having
regard to the extraordinary boom period through which they
have’passed, the cultivators appear to have kept their heads very
well.  Although there is undoubtedly wide scope ‘for a thrift
campaign if proper savings bank facilities could be organized,
there is no reason to believe that, if these debts were amortized
at a low rate of interest, the cultivators would make use of the
credit facilities afforded to them to incur fresh debts. We visited
many of their houses and had long discussions with them, and we
were all of the opinion that they were a very sane and. sensible
body of men deserving all possible assistance in the present mis-
fortune which has befallen them. through no fault of their own.

“"From the voluntary statements of the cultivators it appears

that they have gold and silver worth Rs. 46,446

.. The following statement will .show the distribution of the
village holdings : — )

Below From]- From Frbm From .From From|Above,

Village. 5 | 6—1011—1516—20{21—25/26—30{31—40| 40 |Total.
o "| acres.| acres.' acres. ‘acres.| acres.| acres.| acres.| acres.|
- I N h N
1 | 2] 3/ 4] s 6/ 7] 8| 9w

Dharangaon ~ ..f 61| 38| 28| 14| 8| 3 %

! 167
S R
o
!
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APPENDIX E-XX.
COTTON ZONE, BERAR.
LASUR, TALUO 'KHAMGAON, DISTRICT BULDANA.

Lasyr lies half way between the big markets of Khamgoan and
‘Shegaon in the Khamgaon talug of the Buldana district. It is
typical of the better portion of this talug. The area of the village
is 1,920 acres and the occupied area is 1,872 acres. The popula-

" tion of the village, atlast census, was 554. There are thus 3}
acres per head of population. The principal crops are—

- . . o ' Acres
Juar [OT ... 698
Cotton s i v o o 925

*Tur » . . 42
Gram : T . 115

Theré are 159 kabjedars, of whom 64, holding 909 acres, are resi-
d_elrllt in the village and 95, holding 963 acres, live outside the
‘village.. . o i

. Land values.—The land of the village is fertile and valuable.
We examined 20 sale-deeds and found that recent selling
prices averaged Rs. 336.per acre. The price of cotton during-
“the period had ot averaged ‘less. than Rs. 100 per standara
khandi : but it has since fallen to Rs. 60 and is now fairly stable
round about Rs. 70. This is likely to reduce land values to an
average not above Rs. 250.: :

‘Costs and profits of cultivation.—The profits of cultivation
depend on the guality of the land and the skill and industry of
the cultivator. The cultivators considered the estimate of Pan-
dhari to be fairly typical of the. village. Pandhari has got 11
acres 28 sunthas for which he pays a revenue of Rs. 26-4-3. This
is his estimate of costs and profits of cultivation :—

Outturn, :
Rs. a. p. Rs. a p.
~ Cotton, 3% khandis at Rs. 72 : . 234 0 O
Juar, 1% khandis at Rs.100 . 150. 0 0
Urad, 6 pasilis 300
Thur, 8 pailis 500 .
— 392 00
Expenditure.
Seed— -
Cotton, 4 maunds 8 00
Juar, 3 pailis 120
Do. 2 pailis 100
Tur, } paili 0560

* p———— 10 7
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Wiages—

. Rs. a. p.
Brought forward lg z g
Deora o i e
Weeding ... S L 22000
Cotton picking .. 1500
Juar cutting 200
Earpenter lg g (0)
h
ot ) — 58 0 0
Capital depreciation on cost of bullocks .. 1700
Bullock feed .. 3200 -
Implements 3.00 52 0 0
Total .. 120 7 0
Gross profit - 2711 9 0

Less rent and cess at Rs. 2-8-0 per acre.

Net profit per acre is Rs. 24 mionus Rs. 2-8-0 or Rs. 21-8-0 per acre.

This is a very small return for a rich village like this, when com-
pared with the cotton bcom figures. At the height of the boom,
the net outturn of this holding would have been about Rs. 1,
instead of Rs. 271.

Even when cotton sells at Rs. 100 per standard khandi, the
net profit from cotton alone would be over Rs. 90 more, giving
an average of Rs. 30 per acre instead of Rs. 21-8-0 at present. At
present prices, the net profits in this rich village are much less
than those in villages of the same fertility of the rice and wheat
zones. The extreme fluctuations in cotton prices have ruined
some of the unwary and have unsettled the whole economic life
of Berar. :

Outturn.—Ramdas Haridas Gosain, who cultivates 45 -acres,
says he gets on an average half a khandi per acre. But Govinda
Jomaji, Beosam Atmaram, Sheoram, Sitaram, Madho Patil,
Jagdeo and others say that Ramdas’ lands are below the average
and that for good land the average outturn is 4 to 5 khandis per
- tiffan (4 acres). This is the local khandi of 20 maunds of 14 seers,
i.e., 280 seers. They also get 1 maund of tur worth Rs. 4 per acre
with the cotton. The net profit from juar.and cotton, at present
prices, they say, is about the same. The only difference is that
cotton is always saleable at once in the cotton markets, while juar
does not find such a ready wholesale ‘market. The juar khandi
is of 20 maunds of 48 secers, or 960 seers. The price is Rs. 100
per khandi. The average outturn is about 1 khandi per tiffan,
i.e., 1 khandi per acre. There will also be Rs. 5 or Rs. 6 worth
of karbi net after feeding the bullocks. They also get about
Rs. 2 worth of mung and urad per acre under juar. The costs of
cultivating juar are about two-thirds those of cotton.

Debts.—The total debt comes to Rs. 58,453 of which
Rs. 48,422 is secured and Rs. 10,031 is unsecured. The proportion
of secured” and unsecured debt comes to 5:1. There are 159
kabjedars in the village, of whom 74 are entirely free from debt.
Of the 85 indebted kabjedars, 58 have mortgaged their lands.
In this village, about 33 per cent of the kabjedars have mortgaged
lands, an usually high percentage. The debt comes to Rs. 31
per acre of occupied area, Rs. 368 per kabjedar or Rs. 687 per
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indebted kabjedar and 16 times the revenue demand. The ared -
held by the 85 indebted kabjedars is 320 acres. . The debt per
head of indebted kabjedars; therefore. comes to Rs. 687 and that
per acre of land held. by indebted kahjedars comes to Rs. 71.
The land revenue: paid by indebted kabjedars is Rs: 1,509-13-0,
so that the debt'js about 39 times this. Of the indebted kabjedars,
the following are heavily indebted : — - R

e Area held. | Rent paid. iDebt owed.
v 2 3 4
) Rs. Rs.
1. Krishnaji . B R .18 1,900
2. Naraysn =~ ..o : - 6 - 13{  L700
3. Umai - .. . 2 58 2,90
4. Bhagwan - 4 1r 1,400 -
5. Pushottsm .. . 3 6 1,300,
6. 'Murlidhar . '8) 15| 5000
7. Remkrishna ... Lo w2 200
' Total .. 60:| 183 l " 16400

They are all indebted to the extent of more than 60 per cent of the
value of 'their lands and can, with. difficulty, be saved, if-at all.
Long-term loans-at a reasonable rate of interest is the only
possibleé remedy. .If we exclude these debts, the incidence of the
balgncé comes, to Rs. 494 per indebted kabjedar. )

Members of co-operative society.—There are six kabjedars
who owe Rs. 2,933 to the’co-operative society. They hold a.
little over 40 acres of land for which they pay Rs, 6-3-7 as revenue.-
Thus the debt per-head-of indebted member is Rs. 489 which is
considerably less than the village avegage. But this is:not a fair- .
test as the members are small kabjedars. The debt per acre held
by ‘indebted: members comes to Rs. 73 against Rs. 71 for the
whole village and it is 47 times the land revenue paid by indebted
members as- against 39 times for the whole village. But in this
village the members -of the co-operative society do not seem to
be in a worse position than the others, '

Sources and,pyrpdses of debt—

‘Sources. i

» Rs. a. p.

Cp-operative society v 2,933 8 6

 Sowgars . ‘ : . . 55,519 12 0
4

Total, .. 58,453

o.
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Purpases.
e — 2 %
© Olddebr . RS 34, - 6”
Marrisge ... T . 6,775 0 0
L,and-and bullocks 4,430. 0 C
Cultivation ... 4,901 12 ,0"
Revenue ... 28000
Houwse building 100_‘ 00
Famine; and other distress 71 00 O
Trade 7,000 0:0
Total 58,453 4 6

Deducting item. No. 1, the purposes for which cannot now-be
determined, and item No. 7 which is not a genuine agricultural
debt, we are left with Rs. 17,197-120. Taking item Nos. 3, 4, 5
and 6 as productive, we -have a productive debt ‘of Rs. 9,711-12-0,
i.e., 56 per cent of the ascertainable debt is productive.

Rate o{_hinterest.-——The common rate of interest is 12 to- 18
per cent. e people say that there has been an increase in the
rate of interest during the last five years. They ascribe it to—
(a) reaction after the cotton boom,
{b). poor crops of the last two op three years,,
(c) irregular repayments, and
~ (d) the demand for money.

From the, voluntary statements. of. the cultivators-it appears:
that they have gold and silver worth Rs. 7,217. T

The following statement will show  the .distribution. of, the
village Holdings ;—: : Y

2

L : Below Froml. From!| From) From From-Fr'omlAb‘ove .
Village. 5 610 11—15|16--20[21—25 26 - 30 31—40; 40 [Total.

acres. acres.| acres.| acres.| acres.’ acres.’' acres.| aces.
1 2 ‘ 3| 4| s5{6]| 7! s.| 9 [ 10
Lasti 61| 4r| 23| 14| 8| 2| 1] 9] 15

The requirements of the village are—

(@) an intensive thrift campaign with proper savings bank
facilities for putting by any surplus in a good year.as

.. an insurance fund against a bad year and low prices;

(b) a land mortgage bank for liquidating, by amortization,
the old debts which- remain like a millstone round
the neck of the cultivator and absorb in high interest.
charges from year to year whatever surplus: he; may
be able to obtain at present.

STATEMENTS.
Ramdas Haridas Gosain says— _ o
I have 45 acres.and I pay Rs. 75 rent. ‘The average outturn

of cotton on my land is half a khandi per acre (2 khandis for a
tiffan . of 4 .acres). ' ' ' ‘ .
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_Govinda Sonaji, Beosan Atmaram, Sheoram Sitaram, Madho,
Patil Jogdeo, Murlidhar Uttamchand, and all the other villagers
say— .

The land of Ramdass Haridass is poor land below the aver-
age, that is' why he only gets 2 khanrdis per tiffan. But the
average for good land varies from 3 to 4 khandis per tiffan. The
khandi is of 20 maunds of 14 seers, i.e., 280 scers. We also get
1 maund worth of tur worth Rs. 4 per acre, some with the cotton.
The net profit from Jjuar and cotton at present prices is about the
same. The only differegce is that cotton seed and cotton is
lmmediately. saleable in the cotton market, while juar has no

. such immediate_market and takes time to sell. Juar is our food
crop. The juari khandi is of 20 maunds of 48 seers each, i.e., 960

seers. .The price is Rs, 100 per khandi. The average outturn is

about 1 khandi per tiffan, i.e., one-fourth khandi per acre.

There will also be Rs. 5 or Rs. 6 worth karbi.
 We also get about Rs. 2. worth mung or urad in an acre which

is sown with the juari.

Madho, son of Jagdeo, Kunbi—

Some 30 or 40 cultivators in this village take advances from
me when the crop comes. _

Gaiya Ram Govinda of Tamli owes me Rs. 2,3{0 on a mort-
sage at 12 per ceni. I cannot say the evsct suu: owed to me in
this village, but the individual sums are small.

I do not charge as high as 24 per cent, but sometimes charge
15 per cent and 18 per cent. 18 per cent is the limit.

~ The patwari is very heavily indebted. He owes me Rs. 150
and Rs. 5,000 to others. I do not expect to recover this. This is

a special case. ' )

I have no other debtors who are insolvent or who cannot pay
me when the crop comes. :

The patwari has applied for a declaration of insolvency in the
court, No one else in the village has yet done s0 and there is
no person who is insolvent.

1 cannot undertake the business of taking deposits or advances
from elsewhere for extending my banking. I do not want any
change of any kind. »

‘Rupchand, son. of Jagdeo, is separate from "this man, his
brother, and makes a similar statement,

“There is a co-operative society in this village. Ramdass Hari-
dass-is Secretary. - There were 15 members last year. The sum
due to the Central Bank is Rs. 3,500.

The members of the society have deposited Rs. 800. 7} per
cent interest is paid on these deposits. -

"Last year there were 25 members, but this year nine members
have paid . off their debts and ceased to be members.

The Secretary says th;is is due tolack of trust at present.
Suggest compulsory deposit of all income with society.
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APPENDIX E-XXI..
COTTON ZONE, BERAR.
MANEGAON, TALUQ JALGAON, DISTRICT BULDANA.

A fair-sized village on the Nandura-Jalgaon road, 12 miles
from Nandura. The total area is 2,263 acres and the land revenue
is Rs. 6,017. The total occupied area is 2,132 acres and is distri-
buted under the following crops :—

Acres.
Cotion ... 1,051
Jaar - ... 488
Others 593

The village contains some very good soil and some lighter soil
undulating fields. It is a fairly typical of the average quality of
Jalgaon taluq villages but is below the standard of the best
villages.

Sources of finance—The sole source of credit is the sowkar.
Sowkarz of Jalzaon and Nandura finance the villagers. A couple
of bis cultivators do petty money-lending and their business
extends 1o Rs. 4,000. Some cultivators borrow from adatyas also;
but they say it is not o%ligatory on them to sell their cotton
through them, though, as a matter of course, they sell it through
them. knowing them so well.

Rates of inierest.—The common rate of interest is 24 per cent
cn unsecured debt. Interest on seasonal debis works out to 48
per cent or more as interest is charged for the whole year, while
l(‘)ans taken at crops are repaid at harvest, i.e., 6 or 7 months
a’ter.

Land values—Good land is sold for Rs. 30 an acre and ordi-
nary land at Rs. 150 ar acre. With the fall in cotton prices, the
value of land may go down further. We examined 18 lease-deeds
and found that 110 acres were leased out for Rs. 1,960, the aver-

'age letting value being Rs. 18 per acre. The highest was Rs. 31
per acre and the lowest Rs. 10 per acre.

Dekts —There are 136 kabjedars in ithe village, of whom 67
are indebted and 119 are entfirely free from debt. The total debt
comes to Rs. 48,696 of which Rs. 22,254 or 48 per cent is secured
and Rs. 26,442 or 52 per cent is unsecured. The indebted kab-
jedars own 393 acres at Rs. 1,728. The burden of debt on the
villagse works out at Rs. 261 per kabjedar or Rs. 22 per acre of
7: times the land revenue. If distributed only on the indebted
kabjedars, it commes to Rs. 726 per indebted kabjedar or Rs. 81
per acre of their land or 28 times their land revenue. Of the
indebted kabjedars, the following are heavily indebted : —

— . Area held. f Rent paid. | Debt owed.

. f ‘il' -

; " Rs. a p. - Rs.

1. Nsrayan Sousji Balu Narayan . 10 21 8 0 6.200
2. Sukdeo 6. 2100 1,769
3 Pandalik - . i 8. 2000 1,479
4. Namdeo . ol . IS]‘ 9 00 1345
Towsl ..} 2" 11480, 10784
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Nos. 1, 2 and 3 are involved beyond hope of redemption. If we
‘exclude them, we find that the debt .comes to Rs. 579 per indebted
kabjedar or Rs. 65 per acre held by them or 22 times the land
revenue they pay or.about 25 per cent of the value of the land
‘which they hald. ‘ '

: Purposes of debis.

Rs.
Repayment of earlier debt ... 8,082
Marriage and ceremonials ... 5570
‘Seed, bullocks, wages, etc. ... 19,582
Arrears of rent (lease money) .. 3470
_Maintenarce and other househo'd expenditute .o 10,422
‘Sowcari’ . .. 1,125
{Litigation o 445
48,696

~Abeut /50 per cent is for productive and 50 per cent for unpro-
.ductive purposes, Cultivators say that most of the items 3 and
-5 rconsists_of .ordinary short-term seasonal loans which will be
-repaid.at ‘harvest. :
Costs and profits of agriculture.—As usual, these differ from
_kabjedar to.kabjedar. = Those who depend entirely on hired
labour spefid 'more than those who do the cultivation themselves.
“Chindrabhan Ganu holds 18 acres at Rs. 59. He owns a pair
of bullacks which he purchased for Rs. 150 last year.- . He thinks
the bullocks should work for another seven or eight years. He
sows half the land with cotton and half with juar. He has two
adult'nmiales and two adult females in the house. He has a boy of
‘12 years as his saldar whom he pays Rs. 18 per year plus food.
His expenses of cultivation are as under : — » o

) o Rs. a. p
“"Cotton seed, 3% maunds 700
Jyar, 10 seers . 140
* Tur, 1'paili — . 080
" 'Servant 1 : v . 1800
Davargn - - e : - 780
. Sowings —“- : we 1000
_ Weedings ' 45 0 0
Picking at 5 annas a maund Rs. 25 actually paid to labour- 25 00

- ers. Some of the cotton- was picked by the kabjedar’s
.- lamily and servant, '

‘Juar ¢utting in addition to payment in kind
Carpenter
" Repairs of implements
Bullock feed
Depreciation on bullocks
Land revenue

N
%‘ogmau
caro00COC o
coeCoe

Total w235 0

Rs: 13 an facre including revenue and Rs. 10 an acre excluding
revenue, This is- the expenses of @ .man who has to employ
‘some outside labour, : ‘
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"Cotton, 120 haunds ... 432" at Rs. 72++a local khandi when the price
* " is Rs. 100 per‘standard khandi in the
. - . cotton market. ’

Juar, 48 maunds

Urad N 1

Tur .. -10

Less, expenses - 222 .

Net profit .. 475 or Rs, 24 net per acre.

But profits fluctuate enormously with the price of cotton. To

this has to be added at least Rs. 40-worth of karbi, leaving karbi

grown -in ope tiphan' for the bullocks. People agree that half

a khandi per acre can safely be takenas an all round average.

thr cotton in the village. Chandrabhan has clearly underestimated
1s outturn. S o ’

Costs of maintengnce.—The same gentleman gave the figures
of his actual cgpenditure,. ‘He has two adult males and two
adulf females and a boy servant,” Thus he has'to feed five persons.
He requires— R S ' -

Rs.

Juar, 3 khandis
Dal, 2 maunds
Vegetable, chillies, etc. ...
Saawsar expenses e

Total-

He says he requires Rs. 50 for clothing. Thus his total expenses
come to Rs. 291. The average cost of maintenance for the village
is as follows :—There are 162 male adults, 190 female adults and
220 children. They estimate the¢ir .cast of 'maintenance at
Rs. 38,395 or Rs. 67 per head.

Subsidiary incaome.—Besides agriculture, the cultivators have
other sources of income too. As stated above, some dp meney-
lending, some trade in karbi and ghee and others do carting and
labour. The total income from these sources is estimated at
Rs. 6,045. - ' oo

Marketing.—The villagers have no difficulty in marketing
their crops as thiey have two cotton markets close by.. Juar and
other food stuffs which the cultivators sell are sold in the weekly
bazar or in Jalgaon or Nandura. The village is well connécted
with the markets;

The general condition of the village is quite sound, though
about 2 per cent of .the kabjedars are hopelessly indebted, and
about 5 per cent are fairly heavily involved. Poor crops for the.
last two years and low prices of cotton appear to be the main
causes of indebtedness. Prices of cotton are going down, leaving
very little margin to the cultivator. to meet his obligations,

A land mortgage bank is required to amortise these debts.
17 )
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. From the voluntary statements.of the cultlvators it -appears
that they have gold and silver worth Rs. 7,2

The following statement will show the dlstnbutlon of the
village holdings :—

Below| From| From| From' From| From| From|Above

Village. 5 |6—1011—1516—20 21—2526~30[31—40| 40 Total.
acres.| acres.| acres.| acres.| acres.| acres.| acres | acres.

. g L - o el - -, ! L ———

1 .| 2|34 5] 6| 7|8 l 9 | 10

Maneguon | 38 3] 9| 8| 4l al s 7] 9

STATEMENT_s.
Chandrabhan Ganu— '

) T.own 18- acres at Rs. 59. 1 own a pair of bullocks. I pur-
chased it last year for Rs. 150. I did not borrow this amount. It
will work for another five years. 1 shall then sell it for Rs. 50.

I'have four persons to support. I require—

.

Rs. ‘a. p.
1} khandi juar ) .. 135 0. 0y
2 maunds dal ) . 210 0 F
V egetables and 0il~  _ w 9 0 ood.
For children . .. 60 0 0
Cloth . .. 50 00
Total .. 362 0 0
I am not indebted. o
I sow (Half cotton, half juar).
3} maunds cotton seed . 700
10 seers juar... 140
1 paili tor 0 80
1 servant . 18 0 0
Davaran - ... v e 7180
Sowing ... .. 10 0 0
Weeding ... .. 40 0 0
Juar weeding .- : 500 .
Picking . . .. . 25 0 0
Juar cutting ) . .- 30.0
Bullock feed e . e 30,00
Carpenter ... er . e 400
Repairs to implements- - :5 0 0
156 4 0
‘ Land revenue v 59 00
. Bullocks ... 20 0 0
- : 18)235 4 0 (1_3
Outturn. .
120 maunds cotton ... : w432 0 0
48 maunds juar . W 240 0 O
Urad tur T . S w 25 00
: 00

! Total .. 697
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APPENDIX E-XXII.

COTTON ZONE, NAGPUR DISTRICT, G. P.
MATHANI, TAHSIL AND DISTRICT NAGPUR.

A fairly large village on the Bhandara road, 20 miles east
of Nagpur, on the border of the cotton zone. In this tract
wheat is the principal crop. The rainfall here is heavier than
in the west of the district, and here we begin to approach the
rice zone. Total area of the village is 1,882.99 acres with a land
revenue demand of Rs.- 1,340. here are 12 houses with a
population of 626. Total cropped area is 1,815 acres and it is
distributed under the following crops : —

Acres.
Jusr [ e 307
Cotton —— 836 <
Wheat - 432
Others - 240

Total rental demand is Rsl,648

Finance~Dana, a cultivator, lends small sums of money to
the fellow cultivators. He has invested about Rs. 3,000 in
money-lending in the village. He started this business seven
years ago with a capital of Rs. 500 (his profits from cultivation).
At the time he had only 20 acres of land. Now he has 125 acres
of land and his capital according to his own statement is Rs. 3,000.
He charges 12 annas per cent per mensem on mortgages and
Re. 1 on purjas. He does not borrow to lend and he has no
intention to do so. His capital being small, people have to
borrow from the sowkars and malguzar of Mohad, a big village
adjoining this village. Mohad sowkars charge Rs. 2 per cent
per month and make the following deductions :—

Rs. 2 per cent kasar batta.
Annas 8 writing charges.
Rs. 2 interest for the first month.

Marwari money-lenders are saide to charge Rs. 3 per cent per
month and the Rohillas (only 2 or 3) 1 anna to 2 annas in the
rupee per month. Loans are mostly taken on purjas (pro-notes)
and on the security of ornaments. Occasionally, loans are
taken on the security of standing crops also, but such cases are
extremely rare. Houses are mortgaged and loans taken when a
borrower has no credit and no other security to offer. ' Labour-
ers repay their loans partly in cash and partly by personal service.
People feel that they have to pay rates of interest which they
can ill-afford to pay. Grain loans are advanced on sawai badhi
svstem. About 30 per cent of cultivators keep their own seed.
Seed and small cash loans taken in the beginning of the agricul-
tural season are generally re%aid with interest after the crops
are marketed. It is only in bad years that such loans are not
fully repaid.

Cost and profit of cultivation.—It is extremely difficult to
find out with any exactitude the cost and profits of cultivation.
They depend on the quality of soil, nature of monsoon,
individual industry, etc.,-etc. But a safe average can be found
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if a few intelli%nt cultivators are '»closeB7 examined. - From the
statements of Dana, Jagoba, Fakira, Dhangar, Bhiva, Tanba
Teli and Gopal Dago Teli it" will -appear that agriculture is not
a losing concern, and in normal conditions- a cultivator need
not borrow at all. They have given last years figures (which was
inot agood year) and it ‘will appear that the cost: of cultivation
iis-Rs. 13 to Rs. 18 per atre and net profit Rs. 15 to Rs, 22 per
‘acre, - This seems to be 3 little too low, because all these persons
‘have purchased lands, gold and silver. from the profits of agricul-
iture iand performed-marriages of their sons and daughters with-
‘out ‘getting iinto debt.. ' ‘Accepting the ‘figures given 'by ‘the
«villagers and"taking the average net income at Rs. 18 per ‘acre.
the net value of the total ¢rop of the village comes to Rs. 23,670.
Besides these, .cultivators have other sources of income, e.g.,
carting, oilpressing, sale of kadba, etc. From -these sources the
~income is Rs. 7,985. Wheat and cotton land:is eold at Rs. 100
per acre and juar-and other lands at Rs. 50 pér-acre. The value
of the entire land calculated on this basis is Rs."1,04,150.

_ Debts.—There are three.shareholders and 43 ‘tenants. The
‘malguzars and 14 .tenants are free from debt. The total secured
‘and unsecured debt is Rs. 16,936 which works out at Rs. 368 per
agriculturist or Rs. 584 per indebted cultivator or Rs, 12 per acre
or a little more than half the annual agricultural income. Of
the indebted tenants, Upasya, Chandhu, .Dhandu, Dewaji and
Maghu are seriously involved. ~ Among themseives they are
responsible for half the debt, i.e., Rs. 8,000. If we ‘exclude this
‘Trom the total debt, the indebtedness works out to Rs. 233 per
“tenant and 401 per indebted tenant or Rs. 6 per acre, or about
‘7 per cent of the value of this land.

" The sources from which the debts are taken and the pur-
poses for which they are taken are given below :— :

Sources :—
Rs.
1. Malguzar . 1,975
2. .Sowkar o e 14,961
: ) Total e, .,16,936
‘Purposes : — i » . Co e
1. Payment of earlier debt Ll 7,170
2. Purchase of bullocks and seed... sl ;2,864
3. Arresrs of rent - T 950
4. Marriage and other ceremonials : . 2,140
‘5. Maintenance - 2,065
6. Weeding - 552
7. ‘House building e 700
8. Laand improvement - = .. : I 495

Total .- 16,936

Ot the total debt Rs. 1,250 about 13 per cent is secured and
the rest, i.e., 87 per cent, is unsecured. Leaving the old debt
out of consideration, 42 per cent is for unproducitve and 43 per
cent for productive purposes. . = ‘ :

" ‘Marketing.—People. generally sell their cotton and grain in
the Nagpur cotton grain ‘market through dglals and have to pay
Rs. 2 per «cart, for commission, -dharmadaya, gorakshan, etc.
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They are satished witht the dealings of - their dalals. They are
against warehouses on_ the ground 'thiat--“.c'otton,.‘if' stocked, gets
dry and weighs less. They therefore sgll it as: quickly as-possible.
Investment.—People do not invest their sayings in postal
savings banks or in any other bank. Th@yl.pr;efer..to\purchase
go!d andrsilver.on the ground. that the »possession; of these en-
hances their credit and they .can raise loans easily’ whenever
necessity arises. . o T
From the voluntary statements of thé cultivators it appears
that they:have gold and silver worth Rs. 4,050. -
he following statement will show the distribution of the
village holdings : —

= ooy

* o Below| From| From| From| From "F:'SE:"Frahi Above
Village.: : 5 | 6—10[11—1516—20[21—25/26—30(31—40] 40 |Total.
P acres.] acres.] acres.| acres.| acres.| acres.| acres. _acres.
H T )
A A 10
L L i = iy ]
Mathni - .| 7| 8] 8L 5| 4 43
= -~ STATEMENTS.
Doma— S

I am the only money-lender here. In Mohad, a village
-closeby, '. several “big mahajaiis .have their shops and: the
villagers borrow dfrom:them. I have lent about Rs. 3,000. My
rates of interest.vary from 12 annas to Rs. 2 per cent per mensem.
From good clients I take 12 annas on: mortgages and Re. 1 on
purjas.. From bad clients I charge higher rates. » 1 advance
grain-on sawai—mcver on dedhi.. Even in Mohad the rate is
‘the same. Malguzar does not lend ‘either grain ‘or:money. -~

I am doing money-lending for the last seven years. 1 started
with a capital of Rs. 500 which was my own: At the time I had
20 acres of land. Now I have ‘about 125 acres 'of ‘land. My
‘capital i§ now. Rs. :3,000 which [ have advanced. I cannot
advance Rs. 500 to day if one asks for it as I: have notithat much
with me. For this reason people go to Mohad for loans. People
borrow for seed, bullocks, trade, ceremonials and daily -expenses.
Some ‘people ‘do not repay regularly and I have to file ‘suits.
So far I sued four persons. The principal and stipulated ‘rate
-of interest 'was decreed. Compouncf interest -was not allowed by
court. "All these decrees were obtained last-month. T have not .
yet executed them. I shall execute the decrees if the debtors
do not pay the amount -after harvesting their crops. So far I
have lost about Rs. 200 as bad debts. About 30 acres -of ‘land
I got in liue of debt. The rest I have purchased from the income
of cultivation and sowkari. My debtors sell their crops in
Nagpur bazar. _None sells in the village 'as there are_no pur-
chasers here. Weighment in the cotton market is satisfactory,
but one or two are .ordinarily deducted on_a cartload for bad
fruality. We have to pay Re. 1 dallali and Re. 1 cotton market
dues on each cart. We cannot sell without a dalal.
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I sowed 18 ‘maunds of cotton seed and got 10 khandls My
-total produce last year was :—
Cost of cultivation : —

Rs

Cotton 36

-Juar, 10 kuroe : 16

* Wheat ot Ra. 25 e 150

Tur . o 5

Javas, 4 kuros 8

Mung, 6 pailies 1

216

Rent 152

Weeding 75

Pay of servants ... 1,000

1,443

Outturn :—

) Rs. - Rs. '
10 khandis cotton w. 1,000 0 0 at100a H:andl.
20 khandis juari .. 300 0 0 at 15 akbandi.
22 khandis wheat ]... 550 0 O at 25akhandi.
3 khandis tur 75 0 0 at 25akbandi.
2 khandis javas 60 0 0 st 30akbandi.
10 kuros moong 12 8 0 at 25akhandi.

50 worth chillies 50 0 0 .
- Total ... 2047 8 0

I let out 10 acres for Rs. 50. I took a field of 22 acres on
lease for Rs. 75. 1 took 5 acres of land on sub-lease for Rs. 100

Cotton land is sold at Rs. 100 per acre. -

Wheat land is sold at Rs. 100 per acre.

Juari and light soil land is sold at Rs. 75 to Rs. 50 per acre.

I am not indebted at all. I cannot lend more money.
I do not like to borrow to lend. I am content with the limited
business I have.

Jagoba Fakir, Dhangar—

I-own 63 acres. Of this, I purchased 7 acres ﬁve years back
for Rs. 160. I purchased it with my own money, which I earned
from cultivation. I am not indebted. I have one brother. He
is separate from me. For his pat I had to borrow Rs. 275 six
years ago. I have paid off that debt.

Of 63 acres, 17 acres is fallow for pasture. The rest is under
cultivation. I grow cotton, wheat, juar, javas, etc.

Cotton outturn is 15 maunds per acre. Wheat outturn is
'S or 6 times the seed. Juar outturn is at least 10 times the seed.
It is generally more.

have 2 pairs of bullocks. I have 2 servants on Rs. 200
a year.

200 servents.
50 weeding charges.
65 seed of all kind.
25 feed for bullocks.
340
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i have no other agricultural expenses. Bullocks I have a@l@ need
not purchase for another year. B

I get—S5 khandis cotton " ... 500 ‘
12 khandis wheat - 300 at Rs. 25.
4 khandis juari . 72 atRs. 18

1 khandi til and javas 49-
2 khandis tur - 50
10 kuros miscellaneous 10
chillies 10
982
' 340
642

I shall marry one of my daughters next year. A marriage should
not cost more than Rs. 150. Boy’s marriage costs at -least
Rs 400. I shall not have to borrow for my daughter’s marriage

from cultivation. I do my own cultivation for the last 15 years.
I had two bad years in this period.

I inherited sowkari of Rs. 1,000 from my- father. I got

nothing back as I was too young to understand. I thus got no
advantage of it.

Bhiva Tanba, Teli—

I own 16 acres: of land. My rent is Rs. 16. I inherited a
debt of Rs. 200 about seven years back. The interest on it is
Re 1 per cent per mensem. I have not been able to repay it.
I have been paying interest on it. Last year I borrowed Rs. 100
at Rs. 2 per cenf per mensem for my brother’s marriage and
Rs. 125 for a pair of bullocks at the same rate of interest. Today
I am indebted tp the extent of Rs. 450. I acquired 3 acres of land
for Rs. 200 last year. I paid that myself. I did not borrow for
it. I deal in kadba and thus make about Rs. 125 per year. 1 do
some cultivation on batai. The system is that I work with my
bullocks in the owner’s field. We divide the crops equal. Seed
and cultivation charges are also divided. In this way I get about
a khandi of wheat. My own land yields me 3 khandis of juar
and wheat plus Rs. 32 to Rs. 40 of grass, as 4 or 5 acres is fallow.
I require 6 khandis grain for annual consumption. I have two
sons and my wife to support. I use cowdung for manure. In
open season cowdung cakes are made, but in rains manure 'is
made of it.. I purchase no manure.

I require 2} kuros of juar seed for my land. I get 2} khandis.
require 5 kuros juar for wages and no more. This is all.
Rs. 16 a khandi is the rate. Thus I spend Rs. 5 and get Rs. 40.
In addition I get Rs. 32 to Rs. 40 from grass after feeding my
-bullocks. Thus my income is: Rs. 40 + Rs. 32 = Rs. 72 and
expenditure is Rs. 8 + Rs. 16 rent = Rs. 24.

1 do not press oil as I do not know how to do it.
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-Following are the’ charges which a’ money-lender takes befote
ardvancing money : — e s

(a) Rs. 2 per cent kasar (batta).
(b} Annas 8 writing charges.
‘(c). Rs. 2 per cent interest for the first month

Marwari and Rohilla money-lenders charge 3 per cent per
mensem. 1;1 Mohad there are such sowkars.

Grain is advanced on sewai. Standing erops are not sold.

Gopal Dago, Teli—

I own 45 acres of land and pay Rs. 67-8-0 rent. Of this, 10
acrcs was acquired by me for Rs. 500. I had Rs. 300 with me
and I borrowed Rs. 200. This was four years ago. I borrow
that amount at 1} per cent per mensem. [ paid off all this last
year. 1 have borrowed Rs. 50 on security of ornaments at
3 pies per rupee per mepsem for giving to my servants. I have
no debts. 1 never hade‘l It is not necessary to borrow. Culti-
vation -gives enough for maintenance. I have married two sons
and three daughters. I used to borrow and pay off from the

earnings of agriculture. 1 generally keep my own seed. Cotton
seed-has to be purchased.

I sell my cotton in the Nagpur cotton market. I cannot say
what charges | have to pay. I know that about Rs. 2 per cart is
the expenditure. We go to Nagpur as weighment i is tavourable
there. We depend entlrely on dalals and we believe i in_him. In
grain market grain is auctioned. Thus we get good price. - I do
not want any store-houses. Cotton gets dried up and hghter in
course:of time. I therefore sell it as early as possible.

-] have purchased 7 tolas of gold and 50 tolas of silver. I am
not awate if money -can be deposnted in banks:

Al
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APPENDIX E-XXIII.
: COTTON ZONE.: . _
~ PACHGAON, TAHSIL UMRER, DISTRICT NAGPUR. :

This is a bazar village, with a ‘population- of 1,120 persons,
adjoining-the Nagpur-Chanda road, 14 miles south-of Nagpur in
the Umrer tahsil. The ‘total area of the village: is 3,717 acres,
of which 1,625 acres are under crop at present. The cropping

-is -as. follows 1— - S o

' -Acres,
Cotton : . e 105
Wheat| . ... 558

Barley -
Others ws ... 268 o

The.cropping of the village:as:a whole is fairly typical of the
southern portion of the district and of the Umrer tahsil. It will
be: noted that wheat is practically. of the :same .importance: as
cotton -here. The typical soil‘is a quite good loam producing
--good crops of wheat and cotton: under normal conditions.  The
rainfall in this tract is as a rule -heavier ‘than in Berar further
west, and the conditions are therefore more favourable for -wheat
‘and winter crops. There is a large area out of océupation which
the malguzars reserve for growing hay and grass for sale in Nag-
pur, where it fetches a high price. The income from:this source
is very considerable and the siwai income fixed at last settle--
ment was therefore Rs. 778. The cutting and. carting ‘of grass
".and forest produce provide ample ‘employment; not only fo the
:labourers but also to the cultivators in the slack season. Crop-
ping is on the whole rather slovenly as elsewhere in the Umrer
tahsil. There was 'some misunderstanding:with regard to our
survey here, and the villagers seemed to think that' the minute
enquiries of the ‘ecommittee’ might be used .for settlement ‘pur-
poses, It took some time to disabuseé them on'this ‘poinf. We
. had, however, great difficulties in finding out from them the real
.costs of cultivation and the crop outturns, etc.,.for these reasons.
Cost -of cultivation.—According to the -statéments: of the
cultivators, however, it appears that the ordinary cost of :culti-
vation, if the cultivator does his own field labour, does not exceed
‘Rs. 10 for cotton and wheat, including rent; and 'Rs.' 8 for. other
crops. - The people employing hiréd labour spend -some. Rs:-6
or Rs. 7 per acre. more for cotton cultivation, :but only 10 per
cent of the cultivators depend entirely on hired labour;-about
20 do-not employ any labour at all, while the remaining 70. work
in their fields and: also employ.some hired labour in:addition.
Our enquiries show that the cost of. cultivation. in; this. yillage

.are similar to those: elsewhere. . L B
As regards the cotton outturn, peopleisay:that they get ‘one
khandi of cotton in-3 acres at Rs. 100 per khandi, this would
roduce Rs. 33 gross per -acre or about Rs: 20 mnet.” -While at
s. 75 per khandi, the present price; the gross produce would be
worth Rs. 25 and the net outturn about Rs: 12 or-Rs. 13 pet acre.
Profits’ vary ' very:-greatly according fo: 'the' fluctuating price ‘of
cotton, but.there is no doubt that the outturn is underestimated.
‘There- is no reason to believe that the -normal outturn ‘of: cotton

18 Ll L T
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here would be less than 300 ‘pounds per acre, worth at Rs. 75
per standard khandi about Rs. 28 and-at Rs. 100 per khandi not
less than, Rs, 38. e R , By

It seems clear that if the profits from cultivation of .cotton

when the price of the standard khandi is Rs. 100 were less than

those pf wheat, there would not be so large an area grown with
gotton. .., R T &
For wheat the villagers admit an outturn of 4 or 5 times the
seed. They -are not very clear about how much seed they sow,
but state that cutting of the crop is paid in kind, also contribu-
tions to the<village carpenters and other menials, ‘while the crop

is being cyt, i.e., before it is measured or weighed. .

. ..They. admit: that .the ordinary outturn, would. be between
'500; and 600. pounds per :acre. We can. safely. assume-that it .is
~:not. less.than -500 pounds per acre, which at a price. of 8 seers

per rupee would be worth -about Rs. 33. The wholesale. price
of wheat in this tract is actually higher than this owing ta- its
proximity to Nagpur. The cultivators sell their produce mostly
in Nagpur and have no difficulties in marketing as the village.is
-situated; pn the main road. The small cultivators. who have only
a .small. surplus -to -sell usually. sell -their produce in the village
when .they, require cash for other necessities. A v

" Cost ,of maintenance.—The indi_vidual estimate of iithe,,e'xT :

penditure. on-food. and clothing varies as usual. . The big and
. well-to-do ;cultivators consume ghee and sugar, while the poorer
gultivators .use oil and.gur. There is the usual large number
. of ‘cattle, and .most of the ghee consumed for_food is produced
from, the. cultivators’ own .cattle. The average of the .various
..estimates.on. food and.clothing, etc., for the average. family of
five persons works out to about.Rs. 250 per annum;

< ~In ‘this village the dverage holding is of '24: acres. As the
“gverage net profit' from' agriculture is not less than Rs. 20 per
.acre, there :is- in ‘ordinary years a considerable surplus from

-cultivation: . . . S .

. .Subsidiary income.—The tenants have the usual income from
‘subsidiary :sources as well. Some of the big men have an income
from money-lending,. others are shop-keepers and sell .ghee and
cattle; -whilé many earn income in the weekly: bazar. The in-
.comé of the smaller ténants or the agricultural labourers from
reutfing and carting of grass fields, etc.; is considerable..

According-to their own statements, the average income per
tenant from these sources works out at Rs.-41, but in" many cases
.we found that the subsidiary income has.not been disclosed..

. - Lend values:—According to cultivators’ statements land here
is ‘worth . on-,an.average -about Rs..75 per acre, but- this seems
to be .an: underestimate, having regard ‘to the position .of .the
village near the main road to Nagpur. . People, however, state.
ithat, the price is low, because.they hold occupancy rights, and
.that,if they were granted rights of transfer, the land would be,
. more valuable. : .
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Sources of. finance.—People easily. obtain thelr finance .in
kind and cash from the village malguzars, from a few big tendnts .
as well as from the sowkars of Nagpur and Unmrer.

The rates of interest here approximate to 10 per cent- on
mortgages and 18 to 20 per cent on unsecured loans,. rate of
interest dependmg very much uponthe personal credit of the
borrower. “ Most loans are borrowed on purajs. The. numbers
of illiterate. tenants is, as usual, comparatively small, and the
number of persons. wha know how to calculate interest ‘and know
how to keep accounts is smaller. They say that they depend
on the sowkars for the. correctness of their accounts’ and that
receipts as a rule are usually not given for repayments, but some
of the more intelligent ones insist on-being: gWen receipts. !

The usual interest on grain loans, is, sgwai. or deorhz ‘barhi,
ie., 25 per ‘cent or 50 per cent.. The landless artisans,;etc., do
not as a‘rule borrow money, because they have -nai- credit, but
some of them eccasionally take petty advances often ‘oni very
high rate of interest.

Theré’is’ no co-operafive credit society in this village, and
the villagers, when we discussed matters with them, seemed to
know: nothing about. the -meaning, or, working of co-operative

credit.. The people were very anxious. to be - financed. . Wlth.:
tnccavx, but they said that taccavi was not ngen tq, them,, :

There are four . co-sharers.in. the village,. two of them fll‘e
substantial money-lenders, the’ ‘other’ two_are widows:. One
the widow co-sharers, Mt. Kosahya owes Rs. 850, so it was said ‘
to. the male co-share. but her assets are very. “much greatet ‘than’
this. The .other widow co-sharer, Mt: Punja Bai, is saddled
with a debt, of Rs. 43,000 incurred by her, late husband ‘in ¢otton .
and grain speculatlon After ‘his death’ this, debt has déscended’
to_his, widow; but this'i is ‘hot an ordinary agricultural ‘debt ‘and’
should not be mcluded in the ordmary debt of the cultivators
o£ the village. y .

i +There are 98 tenants in. all -Of them ‘59" are’ mdebted and

39 are. free from. debt. Tbelr total,-debt amounts.to Rs. 32,817
or. Rs. 334 per tenant or Rs. 556 per. indebted. tenant. - The
tenants hold 1,625 acres at Rs. 2,502 in the village and 735 acres
at Rs. 873 ‘elsewhere. - Thus the total land these- tenan:s held
is 2,370 acres at Rs. 3,375. -

The total- debt represents Rsi 13-8-0' per-acre -op 9 ti‘meﬂ the
rent. On analysing the debts it will be found. that only - the;
following are heavily involved : — . .

Rs.
L Mahado Ragho‘ 8:31 acrel at Reo 10) » 7 ol 1,000
" 2. 'Ganpat, Kunbi (18:05 acres at Rs. 26) T o LI00
3. "Madhora (34°63 acres at Rs. 42) © Cosn, 2,175
4. Raghu Isa (24-09 acres at Rs. 48) . 1,725
'S, ,Beharflal (72:84°acres ner?J"“ L T 4,750~
Total .. 97°92. acres at Rs _145- 10,750

No.5 holds 72‘acres at Rs. 87 ‘Gutside thé village. He-does: -
money-lendmg also and is an excise contractor. The other four

are more or less hopelessely indebted: -
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Thus it will appear that 30 per cent of the total debt is on
the above five persons only. If we exclude these items, the total
debt on 34 tenants comes to Rs. 22,067 or Rs 408 per 1ndebted
tenant :—

Sources. . Rs.
1. Malguzar .- o 19,840
2. Mabhajan _ 12,977
Total ... 32,817 -
Purposes. :
1. Marnage and ceremonials ... 11,305
2. Arrears of rent o 250
3. Seed, manure, wages, etc. ... - o 11,320
4. Purchase of land -3,045 -
5. Purchase of ballucks - 2,061 -
-6 House building- - S 3.090 .
7. Trade L746 ,
' - 'Total 32,817 .

e

Of this, Rs. 2,900, i.e., 6 per cent, is secured and 94 per cent
is unsecured. 33 per cent is for unproductwe and 67 per cent s
for productwe purposes.

It .will be seen that over one-third of the debt is for ordmary
agricultural expenses. .= Many of the tenants who have debts
habitually take: seasonal loans for financing their agricultural
operations, ‘while others take inteérmediate loans from time to
time for replacing their bullocks.. The ordinary amount of
finance annually required would not exceed Rs.. 15,000, and this
may be ‘stated to fairly represent the total amount of ordinary
loans borrowed and repaid during the ‘'year. Villagers here are:
certainly mtel]lgent and able to look after their own interests.
and could safely be given the rights of transfer in their lands;
and in fact this might increase their enterprise. There is good
scope for a co-operative credit socnety to finance these seasonal.
loans if-one is started here.

" From the voluntdry statements of ‘the cultxvators 1t appears
that they have gold and silver worth Rs. 7,573.
‘The followmg statement wxll show the distribution of the
village holdmgs : , ; .

L Below| From| From| From| From| From, From|Above|
Villa_gef., i § | 6—10111—15/16—20;21-25/26—30 31—40], 40 {Total.

~
acres.| acres.| acre .} acres.; acres. ncru.‘ &CI’“ AcCres.]

1 23] 4] 5} 6} 7 SECRED

Pachgaon o 2sf 18] 15F 7] 10 3t 0] 97
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: STATEMENTS.
Biharilal, son of Nilkan Lal, Pachgaon—

I hold about 13 acres of land and pay Rs. 19 rent. I grow
cotton, juar, wheat, tur, etc. I own a pair of bullocks.

My cultivation expenses = — and outtora :—
T acres kharif,
100 a2 scrvaat.
9 cottos seed.
40 weedi
7 = Absadi picking charfes.
70 feeding Ses of
26 ) .
—_— Rax. 50 (balf khandi of cottoa.)
7 acres rabi.
Rs. a p. Rs. _
19 0 8 whest seed. 154 7 khaadi wheat.
1 4 0 javasseed 12 10 kuros javas.
18 @ 0 bharvesting charges. —
+ @ @ threshing 166
50
“ 4 0 —_—
25 0 0 Total .. 216
19 e 0 —_
Tetal 239 4 @

Then he states that this is not the correct result. He gives
a revised statement :—

I have 6 bullocks for all my land which is 47 acres (in two
villages) at Rs. 80 rent.

Cost of cultivation of this land —

Ra. Kharif. Rs. Rabi.
30 for 4 servaam 6 whest seed.
150 feeding of bullocks. 4 javas seed.
24 cotws sced. 50 harvesting.
58 weeding. 10 threshing.
4 juear seed. P
22 picking cottoa. 24
12 Juar cutting 62
10 threshing of juar. 0
Q2 f.e
Outturn :— Rs.
Cotioa 2 khandis jusr 250 kadbi weed by cattle
Whest 16 khaadis - 352
Javas 2 khandn - - 46
Tur 2 khendis — . 40
Tetasl .. 638

I save Rs. 275 a year in cultivation. I realize that I have
made an absurd statement. The fact is that I cannot make a
statement of cost and yield as I have never kept accounts.
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I am indebted to the extent of Rs. 4 600. It is made up
as:—
... Rs.; -
1,200 Bhamtsmgh at 1 per cent per mensem malguzar of ﬂlu vnllage
1 had borro»\ed toistart with Rs. 1,000 sevén years - back :
I have been paying some and borrowmg agam ¢
This is the present balance.
1,050 Narayansingh’ at Re. 1-4-0 per cent per mensem 'malguzar of
this village.
This was borrowed this ycar to purchase a field.
1 purchand afield for Rs, 1,225 The bnlance of Rs 225 was with

v

450 Janbn Teli of this vrllage 1 Re. 1-4:0pef cent per’ mensem.
This was taken 4 years back for agricultural purposes, ™
300 . Rama Patil of Chikha village at T per cent per mensem
N This was taken 4 years back for agricultural purposes
1,700  Pamalal of this village at Re. 0-8-0 per cent.
. It wasdtaken on pefsonal security to repay old debt- wluch li could
‘not.do.
300 Kaluram of Nagpur at Re. 1-8-0 per cent per mensem.
. I have an account with him for the last 3 or: 4 years. )
300 Miscellaneous on small sums.

_5.5(-) Total. e

I have performed four marriages; three were 'of girls and
one of a boy. In a girl’s marriage about Rs. 600 are spent and -
in a boy’s about' a Rs. 1,000 (Rs. 1,800 + Rs. 1,000=Rs.. 2,800)
All these; ceremomeq took Jplace; w1thm the last ﬁve years.
1 own .a kirana shop Income from {hat shop is about -
Rs.-300. - This. shop:is’ about seven years-old. : I.-had 20 acres of
land when. my father died. I had no kirana. shop -He had a
liguor contract. I did not do this business for. the: last 10,  years.
I have taken a shop this year in NaWag’aon ‘for Rs.
My land is worth Rs. '60 per acre. There : .are’12 members in
my family. I require gram worth—
Rs.
300 (gmir'.)',' )
300 clotbing. i
200 miscellaneous ghee,fugar, etc.

;OT say 1,000, ‘;"

gttt

I have lent out Rs. 1 800 at Re 1-4-0 per cent per mensem
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. “APPENDIX E-XXIV.
, COTTON ZONE! o

"RipHCRA, “TAHSIL - KATOL, ‘DISTRICT NAGPUR. | = |
Ridhota -is lairly typical' of “a large ‘part of the Katol tahsil.
1t i: situated -on the Jamb river; some’ 4.miles 'south :east of
Katol itself, 2 miles distance from. the 1st class Nagpur-Katol road
and the railway line. lts-total.area is-1,343 acres;and. population
is. 2,137 5 Total: occupiéd areaiis 1,200 acres iof which ,1,163 acres
.is:the tenancy.-land{ Land revenue is Rs.:1,200,: while the rental
.idemand ‘is:Rs. :3,197. . Main; cropping. of ith¢ village:-this year

was :— R T . S

. . R . Acres.

© Jums 0 O N T i 525
Lottondur.': - - .- e b . i, 35,
Juar tur .. 317
‘Cotton ., 125
‘Wheat T R '22

Rest under miscellaneous crops. KRR
There are 10 co-sharers in the village. Santosh Rao holding
Re. 0-12-5. Others own small shares in this village. Santosh
Rao owns two other villages and a patti in another village, He
is a rich ‘'man-and has extensivé money:lending business.’ 'In all
Jhe (has invested. Rs. 60,000.  Other co-sharers -also. own; small
-shares in other villages and some of them .do a little. money-lend-
ing also. Of them, seven are indebted and three are free from
debt. Their total debts amount to Rs. 26,100 which, considering
the ‘assets -of the proprietory body, is not a cause for: anxiety.
The home-farm consists of 674.26 acres which, alone is'said to be
wqrth much more than the debt. R,
There are 152 tenants, including the malik-makbuzas; They
hold- 1,163 acres at Rs. 3,197 in this village: and.1,596' dcres at
Rs. 2,099 elsewhere. Thus the total area they'possess-is 2,759 acres

at Rs..5,296. Of the tenants, 73 are ‘entirely free’from:. debt and
79 are indebted. The total debt amounts to Rs. 39,603." ‘Of this
Rs. 8,900 is secured and Rs, 30,703 is unsecured. Simple debt is a
little more than 3% times the mortsage debt. The indebtedness
. works out.at Rs. 260 per.tenant.or Rs; 01 per. indebted tenant or
:Res. 14 pet acre ‘or:Z times the rent. ..
: (li)f : él»e;r;ndebted\ tenants. the following .seem to-he hopelessly
ANVOIVEd b= . iy Gl e s L it e

NP .,:"-'A«".é"‘ . \(,D?l.’.‘,' Sl

Lo

" Value.of lgnd. i,

L
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.o 825 et} 150 an ecre.
... 210 at 300 an acre.

7+ 1,300 at 200 an‘aere.
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They hold only 1 per cent of the tenancy land in the village,
but owe 12 per cent of the tenancy debt.
If we exclude these, the incidence comes to Rs. 474 per

‘indebted tenant or Rs.-12 per acre or 6 times the rent, .

The land in the village is very valuable and according to the
people: the price varics between Rs. 150 to Rs. 500. per acre.

'Only the south-east corner. of the village is poor and high lying,

but the rest is good in quality and im position. The average price

“canvsafely be fixed at Rs. 300 per acre. The subletting value

varies from Rs. 10 to Rs: 40 an-acre. * All round indebtedness is
less than 5 per cent of this valuation. -

Source of debt.—The major part of the debt has been
borrowed from the malguzar and the rest from the sowkar.

. Ra.

Malguzar - e ... 45,803

Sowkar . - . © w-, 19,900
Total .. 65703

The common rate of interest is from 12 to 18 per cent.

Purposes for which borrowed.—The purposes for which ‘the
debt has been incurred can be seen from the following table : —

) Rs.
Old debt . T e 32,778
‘Bullocks - e 1,963
Marriage, etc. . - o . - 5,100
Purchase of land - ) -~. 10,809
Litigation Ve w7100
House building- ' - Cene 300
Expenses of cultivation - : ».. 10,440
Land improvement ... - : e 400
Famine and other difficulties - - e 3,575
Miscellaneous - 280
. Total ' ... 65,703 .

From the above it will be seen that 50 per cent of the total
debt is for the repayment of earlier debt and about 16 per cent

“for the purchase of land.: That is to say, about 66 per cent comes

under the long-term loan category; and if arrangements:can be
made to amortize this, little more is required here. 16 per cent
is due to expenses of cultivation and consists of short-term loans;
which people annually borrow at seed time and repay—at the
harvest. Rate of interest on this loan is 25 per cent which seems
unnecessarily high. If rights of transfer to tenants are granted,
they will have first rate credit and will get cheaper money.

Co-operators have made no attempts to start co-operative
societies in’ this tract. o - .
_ Costs and profits of cultivation.—~According to Laxman
Tukaram, he requires Rs. 187 to cultivate his 9 acres of land,
including the feed of and depreciaton on bullocks and rent. His
outturn, according to his statement, is Rs. 421." . Deducting the
cost, the net income comes to Rs. 234 for 9 acres or Rs. 26 per
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acre. Sham Sambu, Mali, who is said to be a typical culti-
vator, stated that he required Rs. 170 to cultivate his 9.50 acre
of land excluding rent and got a gross outturn of Rs. 507 which
gives a net income of Rs. 337. He pays Rs. 21-8-0 rent for his
holding. Deducting it he gets Rs. 34 per acre net profit. Taking
the net income from all crops at an average of Rs. 25 per acre
the total value of the tenants’ crop alone comes to Rs. 63,975
which is about twice the amount of tenants’ debt. Orange culti-
vation is done on large scale in this tract and people make a
good income from the sale of oranges. This very valuable crop
of course costs a good deal to produce. .

- Cost of maintenance—Cost of living here is as high as in
Berar and an average family of five persons does not require less
than Rs. 250 for food and clothing. There are people who
require more than this, but there are others who spend much
less. It appears that on an average, a cultivator does not require
more than Rs. 250 a year for his normal expenses. The averagse
holding in the village is of 18 acres. The total net income from
agriculture per tenant comes to not less than Rs. 370 according
to tenants’ own statements.

"There is also a considerable income from non-agricultural
sources. The general financial condition seem sound.

Requirements.—Land mortgage bank for long-term facilities:
(2) Rights of transfer to bring down rates of interest on -short-
term and intermediate loans.

From the voluntary statements of the cultivators it appears
that they have gold and silver worth Rs. 29,875.

The following statement will show the distribution of the
village holdings : —

.- Below; From From { From Ftom'From ’meo?Ai’ove
Village. 5 | 6—1011—1516—20 1——25[26—3031—4 40 [Total
acres.| acres.| acres.| acres.| acres.| acres.jacres |acres.

1 . 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Ridhora ~ S1] 3| 20| 17 9 9 8] mn| 1s7

19
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- APPENDIX E-XXV.
v COTTON ZONE, A .
. 'MALEGAON, TAHSIL SAONER, DISTRICT NAGPUR.

... .Lhis is a very fine village, with an old established abadi with
the usual. grocers’ shops, etc., with a total area of 1,420 acres,
situated 'on -the Koiler river adjoining the Nagpur-Saoner road
and the railway line, some 22 miles from Nagpur and a short
distance -from Saoner., e ' S v
The soils are deep rich and fertile, -typical of the heavy black
cotton soil of the Saoner tahsil and are suitable to both rabi and
kharif cultivation.” At present, however, juar and cotton are the
iny‘ crops of importance, the cropping being as follows :— .

) . ) Acres. -
Juar ;. ) e : .. 5000 ¢
-Cotton, - U ’ - ol 574
© Wheat ST i . 35
*Othere o . 154

Total  ...1,263

© ' The ‘total land revenue of the village is Rs. 2,350." According
to present land values the malguzari rights here are worth not
less than one lakh of rupees. The total population of the village
is1587. - The present, malguzar is Laxmichand, Marwari, -a. pros-
. perous money-lender. o

. Finance.~The malguzar and local sowkars are the:local credit
agencies, while Asaram, Marwari of Kelod also advances money
to cultivators 'in . this villase. We find here the system of taking
batta or one month’s interest deductions on all loans when ad-
vanced. . The most common rate of interest is 24 per cent,
compound interest being charged as usual when interest falls in
arrears; while there is the usual stipulation for penal interest at

higher rates in cases of default.

. _Debts.—There_are. 109 cultivators in the village in all, of
whom 89 are indebted:in a greater or lesser dégree.” Practically
all these people regularly'take seasonal advances for their agri-
cultural expenses repayable at harvest. ) :

There is no co-operative credit society, nor: have any taccavi
loans been advanced. We discussed these matters with the vil-
Tagers. ~ They state that they object to joint responsibility and
prefer to borrow money at higher rates of interest, if necessary,
than to take taccavi or money from the co-operative credit
societies on joint and unlimited liability. On the whole, the
cultivators are an independent and substantial body of men.

Land values—The land in this villasée and in surrounding =
tracts has always been valuable, and according to cultivators’ own
estimate at present variés between Rs. 300 and Rs. 1,000 per acre,
and the present price of average land does not appear to be
less than Rs. 500 per acre.

The 109 cultivators of the village hold 982 acres in this village
and 630 acres elsewhere: total 1,622 acres at Rs. 1,615 rent.
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_If this land is worth on an. average Rs. 500 per acre, its
total value would be not less than 8 lakhs of rupees; even at
Rs. 100 per acre it will be worth over Rs. 13 lakhs. Although
with the varying -and fluctuating price of. cotton it is: pot  safe
to take too high a valuation of land,-it seems. perfectly .certain
that the.value of the land held by these tenants can .never fall
below ,Rs. 3. or Rs. 4 lakhs. Their total secured and.-unsecured
debt amounts to Rs. 55,616, of which. Rs. 11,120 is' secuied and
Rs. 44,496 is unsecured. The total debt does not represent ‘more
than 7. per cent of the value of their land according to-their own
valuation. . If we take the value of land at half that figure, their
total ‘debts still will not be more than 15 per cent of their.land
value, : The following 11 persons are the principal:debtors : —

Rs.

; ., 4. p.
1. Janardan (85 acres at Rs. 254). He owns a 5,000 0 O
., . share in a village. ) R !
'2. Shravau Gana Mali (1-50 acres at Rs 3-8-0) .. 500 .0 0
3. Ramchandra Govind (21 acres at Rs. 77-80) ... § 2,400 0 0
4. Bhagwan Punja (3°36 acres at Rs. 8) 600 00
5. Raghunath Tukaram (-22 ac:es at Re. 1.8-0) 300 0 O
6. Dada Bapu (2818 acres at Rs. 86) . 3,000 0 0
7. Rajaram Govinda (6772 acres at Rs. 25) - l.SOg-' 0.0
8. Dhanya (97-80 acres at Rs. 20) 600 0 0
9. Ganpati Baji {1644 acres at Rs, 51) e 1600 0 O
10. Sadashiv Balaji (46 acres at Rs. 206) 6,500 0 0
.11- Gopal Keshorao (6630 acres at Rs. 195) 3,90 0 0
. Fotal 25,900 0
or per head ... 2,354- 80 -

. ~Of these Nos. 2 and 5 alone_can be said to indebted beyond
reaonable hope of redemption, i.e., less than 2 per cent of the
total. These two persons, one of whom holds 22 acres and pther
1.50 acres, can scarcely be considered to be real cultivators at all.
Excluding the debts of these 11 persons, the debt. 'upon
remaining cultivators represents Rs. 303 per tenant or Rs. 380 per

_ indebted tenant. o '

Sources and purposes of the .debt are as qullow»s t

Sources. -
. . .. Rs.
1. Malguzar e . . i 47167
2. Sowkar - - 50,900°
Total .. 55616
i ) _ Purposes. T
1. Repayment of earlier debt’ e ‘32403
2. Marriage and ceremonials N .~ 8815
:3.. Maintenance . ... ° e W 3848
4. .Sinking of wells-...* : o . i 300 )
’5.. Cultivating expenses . ... 8350 °,
6.” Litigation =~ ... . -, 1.900
.o S - Total .. 55616

... ‘About 58 per cent js for the répayment ‘of old debt.. Of the
balance 38 per.cent is for unproductive and 4 .per cent for pro-
ductive nurnases. : : : . S o P
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Cost and profit of cultivation.—The fertility of the soil in
this tract i§ well-known and the outturns of cotton and juar:are
normally very heavy. That this is so, is shown from the value of
the land according to the cultivators’ own estimates, but as regards
the normal- gross outturn,  we found it extremely difficult to
obtain “2:coherent statement in this village. One tenant of 15
actes stated that his normal outturn was 6 khandis of :cotton,
worth Rs. 600, 10 khandis of juar, worth Rs.: 180, 1} khandi of
tur,. 'worth ‘Rs. 30, 1,200 poolas of kadba, worth Rs. 100 : total
Rs.)910 or on.average of Rs. 61 per acre. He stated;, however,
that he was required to: keep two servants on wages at Rs. 75
per year for cultivating these 15 acres and also spent Rs.. 75 on
weeding and Rs. 35 on picking of cotton. He said that he also
had two pairs of bullocks, on whose feeding he spent Rs. 125,
including karba. N -

He says his land is worth Rs. 7,500 or Rs. 500 per acre, but
according to him the net profits from agriculture are only Rs. 27
per acre: g .

It is quite certain that one of these two statements is
incorrect. = This was the. statement of Mansha, son of ‘Kodu
Mahar.. The prosperity of the cultivators and the value of their
land is indicated from the fact that a Mahar with 15 acres of
land eould afford to keep two servants and two pairs of bullocks.
» . Another big cultivator Kodosao Narayanji, Lodhi, of Saoner,
. who is also a money-lender, stated -that the cost of cultivation
in ordirary land, including the rent, which in this village averages
.some Rs. 3, is about 'Rs. 15 per acre. He also stated, however,
- that the best land, if manured, costs considerably more than this
to ‘cultivate; but that the gross yield was worth not less than
Rs. 100 per acre. This man expressed the opinion that agricul-
ture in this village was a. profitable concern, and that there was
no teal reason why a good cultivator should be indebted.

- It appears from our enquiries that some of the best land: in
‘the village was capable of yielding up to 1 khandi of g¢otton per
acre, but that land is not all of the same quality and the outturn
from the inferior soil is of course considerably less.

The average holding is of about 16 acres, and according to
the stindard-of living prevailing in this rich village, cultivators
allege_that they spend between Rs. 250 and Rs. 300 per afnum
upon«food and clothing of their family. The value of agricul-
tural produce must of course vary with the price of cotton, while
the cultivating expenses. vary no less according to the personal
industry -of the individual cultivator and the amount of hired
labour which he émploys. = Cultivators.  at first .attempted to
convince . us that they all employ hired labour: for their cultiva-
tion, ‘but when we asked ‘them where all these-labourers came
from and to whom these very large sums in wages were paid,
they stated that all but the big cultivators ‘worked in each others
- fields as extra labour was required and received wages from each
other: It appears, therefore, according to their own statements,
that much-of the so-called wages of labour was ‘rather a pooling
of :labouri:resources among .the cultivators.. Assuming according
to their statements that they expended .Rs. 15 or Rs. 16 per acre
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or ‘more for: cultivating expenses, including -the rent; it7is ‘cledr
from their own staternents-that much of this so-called expenditure
came back again to them in the form of subsidiary iricome when
they -work in_ the fields of -others.

Communal life in the village appegrs to be still strong. 'One
of the difficulties of the enquires of this kind in a village neat
the headquarters ‘of the province ‘is-'that winged rumour ‘wen
before us and when these inténsive engquiries ‘were commenced
all sorts of ideas were set afoot with regard to their object..

. We were told by some cultivators that-they 'had:heard that
Government intended to extend :the assessment of income-tax
1o agricultural incomes, while others. said: that they thought' that
our enquiry was being made to pavé the way for settlement.

It took us a considerable time to win any measure of con-
fidence from these people. _But before we left them several
people said .that they were quite satisfied that we had no ulterior
motives; and when ‘we had explained to them the purpose of our
enquiry, they 'said that it was no good attempting  to conceal
facts with regard to.the ordinary income from agriculture in this
tract, and that we ourselves could judge from the value of the
land itself the ordinary profits which. they obtained. They
agreed that land of value varying between Rs. 500 and Rs. 1,000
per acre must give a greater profit than Rs. 26 or Rs. 27 per acre °
under ordinary circumstance, otherwise nobody would be willing
to purchase it at that price. Our enquires show that the outturn
of cotton and juar in this. very fertile portion of the” district is
considerably above ‘the ordinary average ‘outturn for the district
as a whole. Having regard to the admitted value of land we feel
that no purpose would be served. by zny further discussion of the
income from agriculture.

Subsidiary income.—Subsidiary incomeé according to the cul-
tivators themselves in this village is very important. There: is
ample ‘demand for carts on the Saoner-Nagpur road, and in fact
throughout the open season one meets hundreds of carts of agri-
cultural produce coming and going to Saoner and Nagpur. The
cultivators admitted that any one could earn a substantial income
from carting if they wish to do so.. There are also a large number
of cattle and the income from cattle-breeding and ghee, etc., is
substantial while several of the big men earn money from money-
lending: ' The position in a nutshell  would ‘appear to 'be as
follows :— ' L e

“The tract;is’a very iich and fertile one. During the cotton
boom ‘some of the culfivators were earning extraordinary high
incomes. The extreme fluctuation and continued fall in the price
of cotton has disturbed the economic condition of the village,
as the cultivators are always hoping for better’prices and’ find
it extremely dificult to draw up a budget of incomecand: expen-
diture when their income is varying so greatly from year to
vear. Still even'at these low prices in this particular, tract the
cultivation of . cotton is remunerative, while the juar
outturns, which have always been heavy, probably now give a
better profit than cotton, if for no other reason, at least because
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the juar provides in addifion the karba with which their cattle
are fed and a surplus of which they sell at very high prices in
Nagpur city.

It will be seen that although the debts represent a very small
portion of the assets of the cultivators, the old debts are the prin-
cipal burden upon them; and if these conld be amortized at a
low rate of interest by a land mortgage bank their economic posi-
tion would be very greatly improved. )

But still even at Rs. 250 per acre, which is half the tenants’
own éestimate of the value of land, an average holding of 16 acres
is worth Rs. 4,000, while the average debt per tenant, excluding
the 11 persons with large debts, works out at Rs. 303 only. Un-
fortunately ail tracts in the Central Provinces are nat as fertile
as rich as this.

~ The average individual is not usually prepared to disclose the
total amount of cash and precious metals in his possession, but
it is interesting to note that according to the cultivators’ own
statements 1n this village, they have in their possession at present
722 tolas of gold and about 10 times this amount of silver.

From the statements of the cultivators it appears that they
have gold and silver worth Rs. 23,748.

The following statement will show the distribution of the
village holdings :—

i ; 7
Below l-‘roml Fn‘m' Fromvi From From ! Fto-‘.-\bovei
Village. 5 | 6-1C llAlS’IG—le—EH.il—w 40 ;Tolal.

acres. Stl'ﬁ_. acres.

ACres 1acres. | ac:m.l 8Cres.| SCIES .
L . ) !
1 2| 3| 4} s s|'1;‘st9|m
Milcgzon .| | 18| 15, 7 s} 3' o! 10| o
i { l
STATEMENTS.

Mansha, son of Kodo Mahar—

I own about 15 acres of land. I pay Rs. 75 rent with cesses.
I require Rs: 4 worth juar and Rs. 10 worth cotton seed. 1
require Rs. 125 for the feed of my cattle. I have 4 bullocks.
I have two servants for agriculture at Rs. 115 +Rs. 60=.Rs_. 175.
Weeding charges are Rs. 75, I paid this year Rs. 35 for picking.

Ostiars,
Rs.
6 kbandis cotton - ... 600
10 khandis juar - ... 180
13 khandis tor. - - 30
1,200 peadi karba - - 100

—

Total .. 910

——
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I am indebted to the extent of about Rs. 2,000.
Rs.
500 Lakhusa, malguzar at Rs. 2 per cent per mensem.
600 Jhingra, Dhimar at Re. 1-8-0 per cent per mensem.
400 Bhagu at Re. 1-8-0 per cent per mensem.
300 Asharam, Marwari at Re. 1-8-0 per cent per mensem
-200 Tikaram of Kelod. ’

Total ... 2,000

All this is my inherited debt except Rs. 200, which I recently
borrowed for pilgrimage. I have been regularly paying towards
the debt. 1 have seven persons to support and hence I cannot
manage to pay off the debt. :

I have to go to various sowkars as one man is unwilling to
finance. My land is worth Rs. 7,500.

Kodusao Narayaniji, Lodhi—

. I own land paying rent Rs. 300. I got only 20 acres of land
from my father. The rest I have acquired myself. I do money-
!engirtxjg also. I paid for 25 acres of land and got about 80 acres
1n debts. ' -

Cost of cultivation is Rs. 15 per acre, i.e., Rs. 300 for a plough
(for very indifférent land) and the yield is Rs. 26 per acre, i.e.,
a net profit of Rs. 11 per acre. :

. For good land Rs. 50 per acre is the cost of cultivation and
it yields Rs. 100 per acre, i.e., Rs. 50 net profit.

A good cultivator should never stand in need of debt. Agri-
culture pays. The indebtedness is due to improvidence. Liti-
gation and ceremonials are the real evils to be attacked.

On mortgages the rate of interest is 12 annas to Re. 1 per cent
per mensem. On small unsecured sums Rs. 2 per cent per men-
sem .is charged. I have invested Rs. 40,000 in Govern-
ment paper, because money-lending is getting insecure. People
are becoming dishonest and become insolvent.

I am’ 'in favour of granting transferable rights to occup-
ancy tenants. Such tenants bent upon disposing of their. holding
do so at any cost and have to underso extra cost; by transferable
rishts being given to them they will save consic}erably amount,

'_]'ransfers of occupancy lands are common and it is no use retain-
ing theseé legal impediments which affect the tenants adversely.

There is no _co-operative bank here. I do not think it will
succeed here.” People do not like joint responsibility. =~ . -.
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:'APPENDIX E-XXVI -
. RICE ZONE:
ADA\TAL;‘TA‘HSIL AND DISTRICT, BHANDARA.

. _Adyal is-a large and important village, 14 miles south-east
of Bhandara town on the Bhandara-Paoniroad.” It has a good
school and a police station-house. The total populafion is 3,311,
and there is a large non-agricultural population. .An important
weekly bazar is held here, which is 'particularly noted for the
sale of cattle. The weaving of silk bordered cloth and the pre-
paration of bamboo-matting baskets are the principal subsidiary
industries in this village. They are confined, however, to certain
of the lower eastes. The abadi or village site .itself is a large
one, containing a number of substantial and well-built houses.

- Some of the tenants are big men, while there'is also a number
of shop-keepers. T - a

The tofal area 'of the village is 3,109 acres. The general
surface is very -level and 1,334 acres are under rice in good em-
banked fields, nearly all of which is_irrigated from tanks and
most of which was actually assessed -as such at last settlement.
There are 300 acres under wheat and 759 acres. under other: rabi
crops, practically all of which is double-cropped with a second
crop of linseed, lac, tur or gram. There are a large -number of
tanks, three of which are. big ones in excellent order, having a
sufficient supply of water. . The soil merges from a rich sandy
clay, loam into a lighter sandy loam. Towards the west, there
is a,big block of fertile clay loam capable of growing good wheat
crops. . Towards the “east, the village gradually merges into a
range of forest-clad :hills where the soil becomes lighter. The
cropping of this large villige and the soil is typical of a large

tract. )

grazing and fuel is readily available. :

. Malguzars.—In this old established and important village,
there. are: four shareholders holding -some. 200 acres of home-
farm. - The land revenue.of the village is Rs, 2,250 and, according
to present prices, the malguzari. rights in it. are worth not less
than Rs. 90,000." The malguzars owe Rs. 28,000 in all. But
Rs. 15,000 of this is owed by Sitaram Sheoram.  He holds mal-
guzari rights in a third of this village and also owns a share of
Chakara, another village. . The average interest on his debt_is
12 per cent and most of it'is old debt. He appears to be heavily
indebted, but could be cleared by a long-term loan at a low rate
of interest from a land mortgage bank. Sitaram Sheoram, how-
ever, according to his own statement, seems to be a thoroughly
bad cultivator. According to him, his costs of cultivation exceed
his normal outturn, although his admitted outturn averages above
Rs. 30 per acre.  He was unable to explain how he spent more
than Rs. 30 per acre on cultivation, but stated that, in addition
to the cost of his seed and capital depreciation on his bullocks,
he spent a further Rs. 1,700 upon agricultural operations in 57
acres. .

~There'is a considerable area out of occupation for nistar and

Y
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It is possible that he may lose his property.before long, as
he does not seem to be an_efficient man of business., Abaji, son
of Jairam, the lambardar,, owes Rs. 4,400, but he’'has a consider-
ablc area of home-farm.and a large nuimber of cattle and is very

rosperous. _ Thé other ;two shareholders owe Rs.' 4,400 and

5. 5,050 each, byt they are rich men. and are in a’perféctly sound
financial position. The interest on _their. debts is 12 per cent.
They belong to an old family of Gandlis, who inherited 'this
valuable property. , ‘

‘Land values—The value of land ,varies"'a’g()od deal according

to the quality of the soil. Six acres of absolute:occupancy land

sold for Rs. 825 or nearly Rs. 140 per acre. The double-cropped
rice land is worth from Rs. 100 to Rs. 150 per acre and the wheat
land between Rs. 50 to Rs. 80 per acre. e

.. Costs and, profits of agriculture—The tenants. statements
indicate that the costs of rice cultivation, including the rent,
vary between Rs. 10 and Rs.. 18 per acre, according to the amount
of hired labour .employed for ‘agricultural operations, " This: in-
cludes the rent and the capital depreciation on the . price :of
agricultural cattle, the working life of which is about eight. years.
As a matter of fact,. very many of the smaller tenants work in
their own fields.and employ very little eutside hired labour.
The area of the average holdings is not above 10 'acres. " 44
tenants have holdings in this village above 15 acres in area,
while 138 have holdings of 15 acres or less. Although deprecia-
tion. on the-assumed purchase value of bullocks is also included
in our estimates: of the cost..of cultivation, very .many of the
cultivators here breed their own cattle, We can safely ‘estimate
the average costs of rice:.cultivation, including ‘the rent, at not
more than:Rs.. 15 per: acre; but the expenditure;of many- of the
émaller tenants would be less than' Rs. 10 per acre. .For wheat
cultivation the expenditure is less. ’ : SR

According to the.tenants own estimate of average outturn
over the whole cropped .area, both rice and wheat, the value ‘ot
the gross crop comes to Rs. 56,440 at an average of Rs. 32 per,
acre; but in -these .estimates the rice outturn has usually, been
estimated at only 6 times the seed. .

The rice here is transplanted and it is said that 160 lbs. to the,
acre are sown:.so that 6 times is 960.1bs, In this district the
standard . normal. outturn for . transplanted irrigated rice is
1,650 1bs. and -unijrrigated 1,050 lbs. "Mr. Gordon, 1.C.8., Settle-
ment Officer, in_paragraphs. 61 to 64.-of, his Settléement: Report
explains why. he is quite satisfied .that these figures are fair. = °

We should be on very safe grounds if we were to accept the
average all round rice outturn at not less than 1,300 lbs. per:
acre worth at present prices, about Rs. 43, ‘but a large peortion’
of this area is also double-cropped. The all round average from'
the rice area, including the double-cropped area; cannot there-

fore be less than . Rs. per acre in a normal year. In Katangi

of the ‘Gondia- tahsil also visited by us,‘ﬂthe.x‘r‘)a!gl_'xz'ai’f'!gayg a
20
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detailed statement showing the gross outturn to be worth in that
village' Rs. 64 per acre. " The wheat area of 300 acres only will,
of ¢ourse, yield a varying outturn according to the character of
the ‘'season; but-we can take 500 lbs. worth at present prices over
Rs. 30 4s a:very safe average figure.  The normal price of wheat.
in this district iis about Rs. 6 per maund of 40 seers and is always
hizh. It appears then quité clear that the all round gross out-
turn of all crops must be more than Rs. 32 per acre, estimated
by the cultivators. =~ We shall be on very safe ground indeed,
however, if we accept the all round average at not less than
Rs. 35 to Rs. 40 per acre gross outturn. This would produce
an all round net outturn of about Rs. 20 to Rs. 25 per acre,
but there is no doubt that many tenants must be getting much

more than this. - :
.. Cost of maintenance.—~The individual ‘tehant’s estimate of
his-expenditure upon the food and clothing of his family, s usual,
varies vety greatly according to- the size of his family and in-
dividual status. In a large and fairly well developed village of
this- kind the general standard of life is higher than in more
distant places. The ordindry expenditure for an ordinary calti-
vator with a family of five persons is shown to be between
Rs. 200 and Rs. 225®per annum. This included the cash value
of grain which is consumed for food.

Non-agricultural- income.~In addition to the income from
agriculture, most of the tenants obtain a good deal of mohua,
whichi -they ‘use. for food, from mohua trees abounding in the
jungle. ‘Some of ‘them also grow singara nuts in the tank; but
many. of them. find a good source of income in the hot weather
from - the picking and collecting of tendu leaves which are sold
for making bidis in Bhandara. The Kumhars here support them-
selves by making tiles, large numbers of which are sold, while
the -weavers make silk-bordered cloth and the Gonds, Basors,
ete.; maké bamboo baskets for sale. One of the principal sources
of income, however, here is carting.. Nearly all the tenants and
somie of the landless inhabitants own carts which they ply regularly
for hire in connection with the big market in this wvillage,
exporting grain to Bhandara, Dina, Teli, purchased 3.91 acres
of occupancy land on Rs. 6 rent for Rs. 500 recently.. - He
borrowed Rs. 150 at 25 per cent interest towards this sum, while
the balance of Rs. 350, he admits, he had accumulated from
¢irt hire. He says that the other members of his family now do
the cultivation of ‘this field, while he himself plies his cart for
hire and earns about Rs. 300 per year in carting grain, timber,
baskets, etc., to Bhandara and Nagpur. It is admitted that any
person with a cart ‘who cares to do so can earn Rs. 300 a year
by carting from this village. The big bazar also provides employ-
ment for persons ‘as hamals, weighmen, etc., etc. The income in
this village from non-agricultural purposes is very important,
as elsewhere. In fact more than half the population are - non-
agriculturists and are dependant, for their livelihood, on income-

other than from agriculture.
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~ Sources of financing~There is no ,co-operative..éfed\l'&_society
here and the mahajan is the sole source .of finance. Among
these, the principal are— ) B
(1) Ganpatrao Pande, a very big landlord and money-lender
of Bhandara, who is also the Member of the Legislative Council
(Rural). He carried on money-lending through his agents
throughout a large part of this district and has a local shop here;

(2) Jageshwar Rao and Gopal Rao Buti, very rich malguzars
and- money-lenders of Nagpur, who own many villages in this
district and who have also a money-lending agency here;

(3) Naik, a big money-lender of Bhandara;

{4) Sitaram Sheoram; and

(5) Jageshwar.

The common rate of interest is 2 per cent per mensem.
On mortgages 12 per cent is originally. charged. . 18 per cent is
charged on the security of -ornaments and no-difference is made -
between gold and silver ornaments. The most common form
" of borrowing is on the mahin khat system. This is explained
in our note on mauza Sondar of this district. As repayments
are made by small monthly instalments, people find it convenient
to borrow on this system, though in the-long run. they -have to
pay a higher rate of interset than on any other form. of borrowing,
Grain is_advanced on sewai -badhi. Absolute-occupancy tenants
and malik-makbuzas can get loans at cheaper rates of interest
than occupancy tenants. But people here 'do not want the right
of transfer. They think they may lose their lands,

(3

Mahajans use their own' capital. 'Deposits are not received,
People favour the idea of a land mortgage bank, provided occu-
pagxcyktenants are given a right to mortgage their land to such
1 bank. : ’

- . .

" In the whole of this tract, although the tenantry appear_to
be fairly intelligent, they do not seem to have learnt the economic
advantage of prompt repayments and of thrifi. The mere fact
that unlike the tenants -elsewhere they are not anxious to obtain
the rights of transfer is an index of their irresponsibility in money
matters. - They think rather .of getting money to spend than of
repayving -it promptly. This produces.a vicigus circle in which
the interest charges are bound to rise. received, on the
other hand, a number of complaints against the big absentee
money-lenders. The. allegation was that. the local -agents were
not always very honest in:their dealings and thought rather of
getting some profit for themselves and showing a regular profit;
to their masters than of the welfare of the people. It was
alleged that often they .did not give receipts for, repayments
which they pocketed themselves,- and also often claimed com-
mission for themselves when loans were granted. There is no
doubt that these absentee  money-lenders cannot have that per-
sonal. contact with.the local cultivators which isx one of the best
features of .the village sowkar’s business, but the personal desire
. for profit remains none the.less. - The ‘only ‘duty of the local
agents js_to show a regular jncome, and ‘they. are concerned
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rather with recovering as much interest as they can than with
recovering the principal. After all, the principal, when
recovered, has only to be invested again with some other
borrower.

For this reason, in many cases, the cultivator is not pressed
for, and is sometimes discouraged from, repayment of more than
the interest. The system of money-lending in this tract is, we
feel. bound to have a certain demoralizing influence over the
tenantry, producing in the long run, a contest of wits between
the borrower and the money-lender’s local agent, the borrower
trying to obtain as much money as he can as loan and to re-
pay as little as possible, and the money-lender’s local agent
striving to recover enough interest every year to show a reason-
oble profit on the working of the local shop. There is wide
scope for the extension of the co-operative credit movement to
this tract, for financing short-term loans, provided there is full
supervision and education in the underlving principles and im-
plications of co-operation. In this tract, a land mortgage bank
could, of course, do much to relieve cultivators from their burden
of old debts, and as an educative influence towards the prompt
repayment of liabilities and a greater thrift. Strict recovery of
kists must always be one of the essential features of the business
of a land mortgage bank and the educative value of prompt
recovery alone, in such a tract, would be very great.

On the whole, the tenantry appear to be prosperous and
contented : but they have had a succession of favourable seasons
and a crisis might quite easily arise, if and when a cycle of bad
years occurs. Although we consider the existing methods of
finance here to be much less satisfactory than in many other
parts of the province and have thought it desirable to sound a
note of warning, we do not desire to appear unduly pessimistic.
About half of the indebted tenafhts owe quite small sums which
can easily be repaid at harvest time, and should be so repaid
if the local system of finance was on a sounder basis, and very
much could be done here by a concentrated thrift campaign,
provided the influence of the old established money-lenders
could be broken down, and the tenantry could be made to
realize that it is not to their advantage to allow a debt to run
on at a high rate ¢f interest when they are in a position to pay
cft the principal.

Loans are not advanced on the security of crops. Sowkars
do not insist that the borrowers should sell their produce through
them. The sowkars approve of the idea of licensing money-

ienders.

The sowkars say that the rate of interest has been constant
for the last 40 years. Indebtedness, they say, has increased and
is attributed to dearness of labour, ease-loving habits of the culti-
vators and uncertainty of crops. It is largely due to the high
value and fertility of the soil in this tract, and the money-lender’s
knowledge of the consequent good credit of the borrowers. The
total tenancy debt comes to Rs. 35,615 or Rs. 207 per tenant or
Rs. 273 per indebted tenant or Rs. 16 per acre or 12 times the
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rent. Of the indebted tenants the following are heavily
indebted : — | TS

! M
Name, ! Aeres. | Rent. Debt.
1 to2 3 F
Rs.
Apbaji Sakharam e 18-32 15 2,795
Shamir Khan 16-38 20 2,825
Savji Upashya 2209 47 2,290
Haji Miyan ) e 629 16 1,000

Shamir Khan and Haji Miyan are losing money in trade and
are kept going by agriculture. But they are not really. primarily
agriculturists. If we exclude the debts of these four persons, the
debt comes to Rs. 159 per tenant or Rs. 212 per indebted tenant
or Rs. 12 per acre or 9 times the rent, or about 15 per cent of
value of the land which they sold.

The sources of and purposes for which these debts were in-
curred are shown below :—

Sources. Rs.
Mahsajans - 50,321

Purposes. .
Old debt - 22250
Marriage and ceremonials 9,580
Sced, manure, labour 6,941
Rullocks - .. 2,643
Purchase of land . .. 3,379
Distress 1,669
Arrears of rent 80
House building ee . 410
Trade 3.645
Improvement of {aund, etc 614

Litigation - . 100
‘ : Total ... 50,321

Of this, Rs. 21,900 or 38 per cent is secured and 62 per cent
unsecured. 44 per cent is old debt. Of the balance, 26 per cent
is for unproductive and 74 per cent for productive purposes.
From the voluntary statements of the cultivators it appears
that they have gold and silver worth Rs. 16,359.
The following statement will show the distribution' of the
village holdings :— - -

Below;From !Prom lFrom From ]From From 'Abo !
Village. 5 | 6-10,11—15 16—2021—2526—30 3l—40i 40 otal.
’ acres. jacres. jaCres. jacres. |acres. [acres. jacres. 'acres.
1 2| 3| 4.5 6| 7| 8] 9 i 10
Adyal . 83| 36| 1] © 1 7| 3| 1! 7| 1;




158

‘APPENDIX E-XXVIIL.
RICE ZONE.

KATANGI, TAHSIL GONDIA, DISTRICT BHANDARA.

A large village of 1,833 acres, 2 miles from Gondia on the
Gondia-Balaghat road. The village is closely cropped, the soils
are fertile and embanked and secure from ordinary crop failures,
and the crop outturns are good. The agricultural conditions
are typical of the whole of this tract:

Landlord.—This village is one of those held by the Kampta
zamindar in superior proprietary right. The inferior proprietor
and resident malguzar is Maniram, Powar, a Darbari and for-
merly’ an Honorary Magistrate and a man of great influence in
the locality. He holds 249 acres of home-farm in this village and
has no cultivation. elsewhere. He is an .excellent cultivator and
has set a good; example to his tenants and, from the profits of
his agriculture, has: built in .the village a very .fine house worth
some Rs. 40,000. .

The abadi is a large one with well-built large houses, and
the cultivators, on the whole, seem to be very prosperous,
Owing to its proximity to Gondia, however, the rates of wages
are higher than elsewhere. Gondia, as we have explained in a
separate ‘note, is a thriving industrial town with several large
bidi, glass and. shellac factories where employment- is readily
available at 8 annas to 12 annas a day. - In this village also,
thete are 4 small bidi factories providing employment to ahout
150 persons at a rate of 8 annas to 10 annas per day.

. Costs and profits of agriculture—The high. cost “of hired
labour has added somewhat to the cost of cultivation here. The
Enfllguzar- gave his own estimate for a holding of ten acres as
ollows :— .

. ‘ Rs.
One servant for two months 16
Three labourers for 2 mouath at 1} khandis each 36
Three labourers for ¢utting 4 khandis ... b~ 32
One 1abourer extra T 7
‘Seed,:5 khandis: Lo . 40
.Lakhori seed, 13 khandis - . .28
Wages I e - . 32 .
Rent ’ Lo 20

‘Depreciation on cost' of bullocks at Rs. 105 per pair and 15
working life seven years. L

Depreciation on implements - s 4

Menials - . 24

Total expenses or Rs. 25 per acre including rent 250
Output— ‘

Output— o R,

Rice 6 khandis per acre or 60 khandis .. 480

Lakbori 10 khandis ; - . 160

' ) Total output w. 640 or -

’ 64 per acrg
Net profit on 10 acres Rs, 39 per acre, .
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The other cultivators state: that they: do not.get more;thar'4 to
S khandis per acre in ia.normal-yéar, but’ that they also do not
do all their agricultural operations by hired labour. The
standard crop. for: unirrigated transplanted rice. is-over 4 khandis,
s.2., 1,050 bs., but for irrigated transplanted rice it is 1,650 lbs.
to an acre.or 6, khandis., ,

The total occupied area of this village is-1,407 acres; the ten-
ancy. and malik-makbuza land covering 1,129 acres. Practically
the whole of the rice area is ‘double-cropped and transplanted
‘and. Lthere is no reason..to suggest that the net profits of :the
average cultivator who_employs less hired labour than the mal-
guzar should be less than the malguzar’s net profits from ‘rice
cultivation. P -

We can safely take the all round dverage net profit at not
less than Rs. 35 per acre, at the low. price-at which -the dhan
bas bren valued. But the normal:price is: not less:than.Rsi. 10
per khandi or 25 per cent more. . S ,

[ et . L o . .

Cost of wmaintenance.~+Here the costs ‘of foed “and clothing

are rather higher than in some other parts, owing to:-a’ higher

standard of living due to proximity to Gondia town. The ordi- -

nary expenditure for a family of five appears to be about Rs. 250
per annum, Tt s

There ‘are 103 tenasits in the village and the average holding
;s abtﬂxt' égo'acres, which should yield an annual income of at
east Rs. . e

The small cultivators do practically. all_their field opérafions
without. hired labour and, therefore,” obtdin. ,a, considerably
greater profit, They also earn a subsidiary income from. dgricul-
tural labour in-the fields, and -from carting; bid?omanufacturing
and casual labour which is at-all times in‘demdnd’ in Gondia
town, adjoining. The total income from non-agricultural
sources, as stated by the tenants themselves, comes to Rs 11,295
or about Rs. 110 per cultivator. The cultivators of this village

may; therefore, be said to be in. a wery satisfactory. position.

. Soutces’ of ﬁmn‘t_:é.--’l'he‘ye is "a..co-operative society: with 21
registered .members .in.'the. village... The malguzar :also - does: a!
litle mopey-lending. :.. * 1 . o ' ,

! e sl LTl iov .
. The, principal financiers. are the absentee money-lenders—
Naik and Ganpat Rao Pande of Bhandara. The common rate
of interest is 24 per. cent although the society .membegs have to

pay 12 per cent, = .

| T B . PR il i . ] IR AN

- Debts.~The malguzar is indebted to the extent of Rs. '4,700;
but. his -assets ‘are ‘many times greater - than this. sum' and. his
financial: position is- perfectly sound. - Of the 103 tenants, - 56
are entirely free. from debt.and only 47 are :indebted. The
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indebted ;tenants- hold 680 acres on.: Rs 854 rent-and thelr total

debts amount ta. Rs 13 280 The principal debtors are s

. l »T ] K L i PO g 7 RE
Nsme. RIPTI :f ‘Acres, | Rent. Debt.

o RPN i ,\

1 2 3 4

- “Rs, Rs. -
- . P P o Bl EE

Narayan Namya 16°67 L 31 5, 1,428
ér‘urutkrisbnniiﬁ 67?2_5 ; 80 . 4.000
Panchamsao - 2039 38 2875
RIS Total 10431 | ,1_49 8,300

If the debt of these three persons are omltted the total debt of
the remaining 44 tenants comes to Rs. 4,980 or Rs.:113 per in<
‘debted tenant or Rs. 8-8-0 per acre of ‘the land they hold or
63 times their rent. The sources and purposes of these debts are
shown' belowt

Sources.’ '
I e . ) ~Rs.e
"Co-operative bank 2,735
Mashajan 15,245
. _Total ... .-17,980
Purposes. L
" Re.
Old debt e 1,400 .
-Marriages and ceremonlals - 1,000
-Sinking of wells* T " 600
 Purchase of land : “ we 4,700
.. Purchase of bullocks . o e . 780
Seed, manure, wages, etc. - . e . 1,500
‘Trade - ) . . e 2000
Total . 17 980 .

I

About 18 per. cent is for unproductlve and 82 per cent for prO-
ductive purposes.

i Land values—Land here is ‘valuable, the rice ‘land selling
from Rs. 100 to Rs..250, while the wheat land sells at Rs. 50 per
acte. The all round average value of land in'the village would:
be not less than Rs. 150 per acre, so that the debts of these in-
debted: tenants should" be only Sé per cent of the value of the
land they hold. " .

‘Most :of the ‘debts are the ordmary short term loans whlch'
are borrowed ‘during the agricultural year and which ‘will be:
repaid at harvest. Of the three heavily indebted tenants,
Panchamsaa, who-alleges a debt of Rs. 2,875, admits that he has
a money-lendmg business -and - has lent out: Rs. .500 at a -higher
rate of interest. He has also invested Rs: 2,000 in a grocery shop
which he_ jmaintains. Amrut Knshnan and Narayan . Namya.
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appear to be heavily indebted. But these are the only two per:
sons in the village whose debts give cause for anxiety out .of 103
tenants.

- Co-operative credit bank.—There are 12 members of the co-
operative credit society in the village; they own 359 acres at
Rs. 45] rent. and -owe Rs. 2,375 to' the society and Rs. 4,200 to
other persons.. Thus their total debts come to Rs. 5935 or
Rs. 282 per:member or Rs. 19 per acre of land. which they hold
or 14 times the rent they pay. Here, as elsewhere, the average
burden of debt upon members of co-operative credit societies is
-much- above the average for other tenants.

‘I this village there is a large vernacular school dind eompul-
sory education has been introduced, and ‘the school boys are
“learning scouting. The tenants appear to..be prosperous and
intelligent, but the standard of their cultivation and the quality
of their soil is not above the average for this tract. The occu-
pancy tenants press for the grant of the rights of transfer. The
“malguzar, Maniram, admitted that the rates of interest would
fall andthat the occupancy -tenants’ economic condition-might
improve in his village if the rights of transfer were granted : but
the malguzar would, of course, lose some nazarana. As far as
he was concerned, he would not mind losing the nazarana so
"much as:losing. his present influence and control in the village.
He said that, if the rights of transfer were given, the malguzar
-will not-be able to prevent undesirable persons, absentees and
non-agriculturists, from securing land in the village and under-

mining his influence.

, Marketing—The small cultivators sell their surplus produce
in small quantities when they require cash for their necessities.
The big cultivators sell their grain in the adjoining rice market
in Gondia. This is one of the most important rice-markets in
the province. - Marketing here presents no ‘difficulties:

This village is an example of the beneficent resuits of .2 good
malguzar’s wise exercise of influence. Our experience has been
‘that the ‘prosperity of a malguzari village often depends more
-upon”the personal character of the malguzar himself than upon
anything else. '

‘From :the voluntary statements of the cultivators it appears
that they have gold and silver worth Rs. 5,729.

‘The :following. statement will show the distribution ‘of the
village holdings :— : ' '

: Be’low’From' From {From !From ‘From 'Fi'o
Village. , 5 } 6—~10[11=1516—20 21—2526—30;31—40;
. acres. jacres. [acres. [acres. |acres. |acres. jacres. |acres.

Abovél L
40’ |Total.

'1  ~;--2’3' 4 ‘sl 6] 7 FER '1}?:

’ f } = -
Katangi .| 381 31 ‘14; 11 3 4 1 ‘1.1 103
1 - e

21
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APPENDIX E-XXVIII.
RICE-ZONE.
SONDER, TAHSIL SAKOLI, DISTRICT BHANDARA.

. This is one.of the many 'villages owned. by the Hon’ble Sir
Shankarrao Chitnavis; K.C.LE., President of the Leglslatlve Coun-
‘cil, who holds very many v1llages in. his large estate in the
Bhandara-and adjoining districts and who has an extensive money-

" lending business carried on :through local agents. - The village is
situated. 71 miles from Sakoli, the tahsil headquarters town, on
the: Nagpur-Ralpur first class road. With the opening of the
Gondia-Nagbhir narrow gauge railway, ‘this village has a railway
station, of its own. It has also a large weekl bazar. The village
site is.at a short distance from the road ’Fhe total area: of .the

“village is 3, 102 acres and: the populatlon is 1,914.  The total
.cropped area. is 1033 acres, of which 923 acres are under rice and
701 acres of- the rice land are double-cropped . with linseed, gram

and lakhori.or urad. Practically the whole of-this rice area is
1rr1gated from the. magnificent tank of a very large area situated

-on both sides of the Nagpur road. In addition to this irrigated
rice. area, there are 26 acres of irrigated sugarcane, while there is
a substantial area of silt deposits on.the banks of the Chulbarn
river, where irrigated chillies and other garden crops are grown.
There are also 94 acres under wheat. The typical soil is a fertile
loam with a certain admixture of fine sand. - -

Costs -and_profits of agriculture—The individual statements
of tenants indicate an average .outturn of rice in normal years
per acre of not less than 1,000 Ibs.

In these fertile soils the outturn in normal year must cer-
tainly be more. ‘Most of the rice is transplanted. The standard
-outturn-in the Bhandara district for rice is— ,

Transplanted irrigated 1,600 pounds per acre.
- Broadcast irrigated S, 350 pounds per acre.
' Transplanted unirrigated IR 1, ,050 pounds per acre.
Broadcast unirrigated .. 900 pounds per area.

In- paragraphs 61 and 64 of h1s settlement report Mr. Gordon,
‘1.G:S.;_Settlement Officer, has_explained how after a number of
’experlments he was of the opinion that the unirrigated standard
‘was ' low. It is practically certain, therefore, 'that ‘the all-round
normal outturn is not below 1,300 Ibs. worth at present prices
-about Rs. 43 per'acre.. There is also the double-croppmg of most
of the rice area.

The value of the second ctrop is: estimated at from.Rs. 10
to Rs. 15 per acre; but the cost of cultivating the double cropped
field is slightly more. The average all round gross outturn of
all crops .in this village appears at least. to. be between Rs. 40 to
Rs. 45 per acre.

The: cultivator’s estimate of the costs of cultivation, mclud-
ing rent, seed, bullocks and labour, when everything is done by
hired laﬁour, approximates to Rs. 18 per acre, while for a smaller
holding in which the cultivator works himself with his family and
his bullocks, the costs are shown to be less than Rs. 10 per acre.
We shall be on very safe ground if we estimate the profits from
agriculture here at not less than Rs. 30 per acre in all ordinary
years,



Cost of maintenance.—~Here, as elsewhere, individual budgets
for expenditure on food and clothing vary considerably according
to the position and size of family of the cultlv_atpr. In this
village, there are 141 cultivators with families consisting of 1,003
persons. We have, as usial, enquired into the expenses of each
individual cultivator, and a-summary of their budgets shows a
total expenditure upon food and clothing amounting to Rs. 26,061
which implies an average of Rs. 26 per head of the agricultural
population or an expenditure per cultivator of Rs, 184 per annum,
the average household consisting of 6 to 7 persons. This is less
than in many other places: but on the other hand, this village
is at-a considerable .distance from any large town. and the people
seem to be simple and their needs appear to be few. .
" There are 146 tenants and the average holding is of 7 acres
only, yielding an average net income, if we accept the low figure
of Rs. 30 per acre, of Rs. 210 per tenant. This is not, of itself,
a very largé income but, as pointed out above, we have been
careful to take an estimate of the profits of agriculture on the
low side, and it is quite probable that the real income from agri-
culture per average tenant is not less than Rs. 250. On the other
hand, non-agricultural income is equally important and, in fact,
the admitted total non-agricultural income of Rs. 27,188 nearly
equals our estimate of the total net agriculural income at Rs. 30
per acre and gives an average non-agricultural income of Rs. 193
per tenant.

Most of the villagers set two or three months’ food supply
from the mahua fruit which abounds in the jungle, while others
do lac propagation. Many of them obtain a good income from: .
the carting of Tuel and timber. There are, however, 500 persons’
of the Mehra or weaver caste in the village, several of whom.
have small holdings of land and do weaving in addition. Quite
a large number of them weave coarse cloth (khadi) for jajam:
and other articles of dress. They purchase yarn on credit from
Murlidhar and pay him the price after selling the cloth every
week. He charges 3 annas more than the market price. One
bundle of yarn which costs Rs. 7-6-0 is sold for Rs. 7-9-0. Three
salangs, 20 x 2 cubits each, ‘are made aut of this yarn by four men
working part-time for seven days and are sold for Rs. 8-12-0,
leaving a net profit of Re. 1-3-0.  As the: Mahars do- eultivation
also, ‘they can live on this income. There are two: Rangaris in
the village and they dye jajams and khadi salanss, and we
thought they were being sold rather cheap. - With a proper
market, much better prices could be obtained. - :

Debts and systems of finance—The most common form - of
credit is the mahin khat. 1t is as under:— ,

A borrower has to execute a2 bond for Rs. 100 for a sum of
Rs. 80." But still he does not get Rs. 80, but has to pay the follow-

ing charges :— ) Rs. a. p.
Javat (this is returned or credited .to borrower’s account )

at the end of the year) .. 200

Parveshi . ... G e ~.-2 0 0

Kasar " L e .. 0 80

For servants™ ¥ ... . .. 1°0.0

200

Wurﬁnri'l inam
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- The amount of Rs. 100 is realized by monthly instalments.
Péople find it easy ‘to repay : but the amount of interest is cer-
tainly heavy. In case of default, interest from Rs. 2 to Rs. 3-2-0
pet cent per ‘mensem is charged. ‘The malguzar, three local
Marwaris and sowkars of Sakoli advance loans to the villagers.
Rates of interest are very high. 36 per cent_is very common on
short-term loans which are required for cultivation expenses.
People ‘desire that taccavi should be' given on a more liberal
scale. , They say. that insolvent and dishonest persons should be
“excluded from joint security, because honest persons hesitate
to take loans on joint security with them.

There are 146 tenants in all. Of them. only 29 are free from
debt. The indebted tenants own 808 acres at Rs. 1,188. - Land is
valuable here averaging between Rs. 100 and Rs. 150 per acre.
Their. land is, .therefore, worth not less. than Rs. 1,00,000.
Ofi t:hed indebted tenants, the following are mgqre .heavily
indebted’:~— } . T

cn
e}

-, Name: o Acres. | Rent. | Debt.
, [ =

1 2 | 3 .

Rs. . p.{- Ra
Mangi Lal ' . 567 780 3,050
Sitaram 2-37 500 495
Prem:: 2242, 230 ¢ 1,550
Ratan- “ 4144 45 ¢ 0 3,055
Panaalal : C e 5-00 780 1,200
Jairam- . 6748 12.00 1,250
Kisan L 16581 24 0 O 1,800
Urkuda 866 50 0 607
Sitaram Pande 300 500 1,335
Bhiva- . 1300, 25 0 0O 950
Vithw, e 25-00 23 0 0 2,645
Jairam. - R . 1400 300 1,960
» : "Total ... 16400} 188 0 0 19,907

Mast of this 'is old debt and it grows fast owing to high rates’
of interest. If we leave fhis out, the total debt on the remaining
105 tenants is Rs. 25,200 or Rs. 240 per head. ) ’
Lleaving out the .area of the 12 heavily indebted tenants, the
105 remaining indebted tenants own 644 acres at Rs. 1,000 rent
and ‘the incidence of debt comes to Rs. 39 per acre or 25 times the
rent, or-about 30 per. cent of the value of their land.
- The, sources of. .and. purposes for which these debts were
incurred ‘are shown below :— ' ;

Sources.

. . Rs.
Government - - 233"
Malguzar 20,034
Mahajan . ) - o 24.840°

Totsl .. 45,107
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Purposes.. . .
13,59
Old debt T aae 3

Marriage or ceremonials 5,420
Distress , 2,535
Seed, manure . 6,873
Bullocks, eta. i S 6,110
House building: = 3,710
Trade : : w 4,030
Il;itigu!ion o g;g

‘Pilgrimage . . .
g H ; 2,600

Improved implements

" Totel - 45,107 °

23 per cent is for unproductive and 78 per cent for productive
purposes. All debts are unsecured. Fifteen. years ago.lthe'x:e was®
no Marwari ‘in the village. Three have come to the villagé with
the railway. line and settled -down there. They do:.some money-
lending. and keep grocery -shops. :
~ Some- arrangement must be, made for providing long-term’
credit at a low rate of-interest. People should: be helped and
exhorted to pay off their old debts. As rates of intereit are very
high; some credit“agency for short-termy loans: alsoiis necessary to
reduce the rate of interest. The rental:demand is Rs. 1,353, but:
the total amount of .interest. which the:people. have to pay every:
year eomes to Rs. '10,800, calculated: at 24 per- cent. ‘The most
common rate of interest -is not less than 36 per cent. A land
mortgage bank for long-term loans: and' a. co-operative credit
society for short-term loans would have miuch scope here: - For
other remarks on. the absentee money-lenders. the note ‘on Adyal:
may be persued. ‘

_'This village is in'many respects typical of the richer villages
of the tahsil. “But, as noted by the Settlement Officer at settle-
ment, the villages of this. particular estate "are 'more heavily
indebted. than the average village. = . ' B ‘ ‘
.. From the voluntary statements -of the cultivators it appears
that they have gold and silver worth Rs. 16,924, ) T
... The-following, statement will. show -the. distribution of. the
village holdings ;— .~ - T ‘

K

ﬁeéowﬂoni F ron [From |From |From |From |Above.

-Vinage._, .8 16—1011—15/16—2021-25(26~30 31—40, 40 |Total:
; acres.| acres.|acres. lacres. lacres. (acres. (acres. (acres.
D R 2.1 3 4 & 6 | -7 8 9| 10

Sonder. cu el 2l om0 6| 4] .| | 2| u6
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APPENDIX E-XXIX.
COTTON ZONE.

ELLIKELI, TAHSIL AND DISTRICT WARDHA.

A fairly big village, 5 miles from Wardha on the Wardha-
Arvi road. The total area of the village is 1,269 acres, of which
1,110 acres are under crops. Land revenue of the village is
Rs. 1,000. Of the total cropped area, 374 acres constitute the
home-farm and the remaining 736 acres are held in tenancy right.
The main cropping of the village is as under : — :

™ Acres.
Juar 527
Cotton 545
Wheat 12
Minor . 26

The average selling value of the land is Rs. 150 per acre.
The villagers believe that' it would be more if they had the
rishts of transfer. An examination of 6 leases executed during
the year gave an average of Rs. 25 an acre as the subletting value
of land in the village.

Finance.—The chief source of credit is the money-lender.
A co-operative society with 12 members was formed last year,
but it has not been able to shake the sowkars. 75 per cent of
the cultivators take annual advances from sowkars for their cul-
tivating expenses. They borrow short-term loans in the rains
repayable at harvest. Loans before the rains are at 24 per cent
or 18 per cent per annum, but loans borrowed in the cultivating
season are repayable at harvest plus 25 per cent, i.e., 25 per cent
for 4 months or 75 per cent per annum. If repayment at the due
date is not made, the sowkar then fixes interest at 25 per cent or
sometimes at 374 per cent per annum. Those who have current
accounts are given loans on the khata, new borrowers have to
write bonds. No taccavi was taken during the last seven or eight
years, because it is not given in sufficient amounts. Villagers
stated that the best way of financing them was to give adequate
taccavi annually.

Cost and profit of cultivation.—According to Govinda
Laxman, Kunbi, and some others, the cost of cultivation varies
between Rs. 12 and Rs. 22 per acre according to the personal
industry and methods of cultivation of the individual cultivator
and the average net yield per acre comes to Rs. 30 to Rs. 50 per
acre. The net profit may possibly be a little more as the
" subletting value in the village is Rs. 25 per acre. Taking the
subletting value as a safe basis for calculating the profits of culti-
vation, we find that the value of the annual produce of the village
is not less than 1,110 x 25=Rs. 27,750. The cultivators of this
village among themselves hold 3,482 acres of land elsewhere.
Thus the value of the total produce of the villagers would be
Rs. 1,14,800 at this rate.

Debts.—There are 19 co-sharers and 62 tenants in the village.
These co-sharers hold shares in several other villages beside owning
large farms. Sixteen of them are indebted and three free from
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debt. The total malguzari debt amounts to Ra 128100

]

Rs. 6,782 per average malguzar or Rs. &%permdebted mal-
guzr. Bmthemlmteofaﬁmrsunotsobad these figures
disclose because, the total malguzari debt Rs 1,09,500 is due
only from the following five co-sharers :— -
L. Moset. Ksotils (sheres im 20 other villages) — 67,000
2. Yohwantrao (shares in 4 other villages) — 15.000
3. Dwm(sh:ﬁh?o&cvﬂhga) . 10.000
4. Dhasrdibs (shares in 5 other villages) — 12,500
5. Jhingoba (shares ia 6 other villages) - 5,000
Total —_ 1,09.500

Leaving a balance of Rs. 18,600 on the remaining 11 malguzars
which works out to Rs. 1,600 per indebted malguzar.

The tenants’ debt is Rs. 71,110. Of the & tenantz, 22 are free
from debt. Of the 40 indebted tenants, only 2 are hopelessly
ind&ted

Jagoba, with 63 acres of land, owes Rs. 30,000, of which
Rs. 15,000 is old debt and Rs. 10,000 spent in lmgatxon- Interest
at lZpercentcomestoRs-36(Dperyar

Waman, with 20 acres, owes Rs. 19,000 at Rs. 18. Interest
comes to Rs. 3,4% per year. -

The following three, i.e., Dayaram, Antia Sitaram and Gan-
pati Maruti, are heﬂvﬂy mdebted, though possibly not beyond

tion :—
Ra.
Daysram (71 scres st Rs_£8) - — 4 060
Antys Sitaram (16 scres st Rs. 31) — 1.600
Ganrati Maroti (95 aeves st Rs. 35) — 4,000

The remaining debt, excluding these 5 debtors, comes to
Rs. 12,510 owed by 33 tenants. ThemdencethenuRs.ZZ)pet
tenant or Rs. 360 per indebted tenmart. As these tenants hold
over 1000 acres here and elsewhere worth not less than Rs. 150
per acre or 1} lakhs of rupees and many of them own shares in
other villages, their financial position is quite sound.
The following statement will show the indebtedness of the
members of the co-operative society :—

icty.  Ousid

Ra Rs

1. Mashadeo — —_ 1.5 2.300
2. Nilkaa'h — —_ 300 2,500
k8 — — 300 00
4 Govimds — — 400 3.600
5 Raghobs - — 100 2,300
6. Ganpati - — 150 4,000
7. Madem Maruti — - 200 1,200
8. Vitcbs —_ — 0 250
9. Pasn‘ursag —- R 45 100
10, J - - 45 10
Total - 3.9 16,490

9,589
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'The members 'of the:co-operative society ‘here; as:elsewhere, dare
-luch more heavily indebted than non-members.. - . -

’ll‘he';sources' from which and the purposes for which the debts
“were 'taken can be’ seen'from the following statements : —

Sources. -

Co . . R . . Rs.

"1 “Co-operative ... BN . 3,090

-2: ‘Malguzar ... L e T ,000

‘8. ‘Sowkar ‘ A 18,120

. _Total - 1,99,210
ESN : , et

S SRR

- oy Purposes. - . 0. o

", . N '_’ . ‘ : ) ./ - R _.'. N '.,,:- , ..;‘ ) \.Rs-v

1. Repayment of earlier debf WO 57,595
2. Marriage and other ceremonials ... 9,175 ‘

3. Purchase of land . ... . 38,000

4. Seed, bullocks, cultivation, etc. ... we 73,590

5, Litigation ... . 20,350

6; Arrearsof rent - e 500

. L ' o ) S Total ,1.99'é16. »

Leaving out the old debt, the purposes for which could not
be ascertained, Rs. 11,12,090 or 79 per cent is for productive and
Rs. 29,525 or 21 per cent is for unproductive purposes. Rs. 15,300
or 8 per cent js .secured .and Rs. 1,83910 or 92 per cent
‘i6 unsecured, The ~real' handicap is -the ‘old .debt. It
‘does not alléw even a hard working, honest cultivator to prosper.
The solution lies in_the establishment 'of a land mortgage bank.
‘But these banks ‘can be of no use unless cultivators have something
‘to ‘mortgage. 1t is therefore necessary to legalize mortgage of
occupancy lands in favour of the bank. People want transferable
‘rights and:there appeéadrs to be no reason why this qualified right
of transier may not be given to them, even:if full rights are not

- granted. at once.i.

There is no doubt that cultivators, now that the cotton boom
is ovér, will 'find it hard to adapt their expenditure to their
reduced incomes. While the boom lasted they had amplé. credit
and rmany were undoubtedly extravagant, and .incurred . debts
which were then trifling when compared to land values. -

Linxd.valixes have fallen and are still falling yet'lg.ss than §
per tent of the tenantry are indebted beyond redemption.

The main needs now are (1) real thrift, (2) a land mortgage
bank to advance long-term loans at a low rate of interest to
liquidate their old debts with high rates of interest. If not, it is
possible that the interest on the debts of ‘several tenants may
accumulate and become overwhelming.
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~ From the voluntary statements of ‘the cultlvatprp it -appears:
that they have gold ani silver,worth- Rs. 17,429. -

- The. 'iollowmg ‘statement wﬁll show: the drstnbut:on of the’
wllage holdmgs Yo

.

! :
|Below' Froln ‘From From| From From FromlAbove .
Village. 5 - 16+10 11--15(16-2021-—25/26--30.3L—40{ 40 (Totsl.

aCres. acres. aeres acres. |acres. (acres. acres. jacres.
1 | 2| 8| 4| s| 6| 1| 8] 9
s oo | ALH T B R T -
Ellikeli . 8] 6 & '1’ | 2] 2| 4] 2
STATEMENTS.

Govmd‘ soni of Laxman—

I have some 70 acres of land. [ %‘y Rs. 105 on my present
land. " 7 spend between Rs. 700 to 800 ‘per annum in all
in cultivating ‘my‘land. 1 have 73 acres. - Abouyt 10 acres is fallow.

.1 sow about -equal areas with cotton and j ]uar and also sow
some tur with cotton and some mung w1th, the juar, Last. year,
I got 50 khaodis juar and 9 khandis cotton. I shall get 14 kbandis.
cotton this year. It is a 10 anna crop. In one year T got 25
khandis.: In most ‘years I should get about 18 khandis and I
oughit also toget 50 khand»s juar-(small khandn)

_ ) Rs Rs ;
"1 khandis cotton © ¢, L& 1620 at 90,

© 7 SBkhandis jusr st R S0 LS
T YIS S I !

T’ta! EICIa 3»370

[,

Gehu_{wheat).—1 sowed wheat in one acre, I eqpect 13 khandns
worth Rs. 35. Turlget7 o i{handls yvoreh Rs, 150 to Rs. 170..
I also get some’ mung whlch eat -

; o ;\ . rR&... - | .
Total o 2,555 ’
Ezxpenses... 750
for 60 acres.

Total 1,805

The area cultivated this year is—
: Acres.

Cotton 22
Juar o 27
Wheat 1
Fallow 14

Also 8 acres sublet on Rs 300 to Gopalrao of Wardha. This I
gave for one year in satisfaction of a debt of Rs.

Two years ago I surrendered 9 or 10 acres on Rs 24 rent
to the malguzar in satisfaction of Rs. 500, arrears of rent due to
the malguzar, Rs. 600 debt and for Rs. 900 cost, total Rs. 2,000.
I also owe Rs. 2,000 still at 12 per cent and 15 per cent. [ spent

2
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Rs. 900 which I got from ‘the" ‘malguzar in household expensé, etc.

I have performed seven marriages and have to perform two more’

of my two daughters. I spend Rs. 1,000 or:Rs. 1,200 in a marriage.
I have spent about Rs. 7,000 in all the marnages. .I .have -she-

buffaloes and cows. 1 breed cattle and do not even buy bullocks.

: though I sometimes sell,
; dWe shall never prosper until we get rlghts of transfer in our
and.

Yillagers say average value of land Rs. 150 per .acre, .but
would be more if they had rights of transfer..

Receipts are not always given. Only-the bigger tenants know -
‘how to calculate interest. Most of them rely on the sowkar’s.

accounts as correct. Some sowkars are honest but many are
dishonest.

Malguzars and tenants say that they ought to get % khandi
cotton in decent quality cotton soil i Jin satisfactory years. They.

get 1} khandi of juar per acre

Rs. 3,300 from the Central Bank. The bank charges 10 per cent
to us and we charge the. members 12 per cent. ‘Namdeo Dhanaji

Wankeri some months ago deposited Rs. 850 with ‘them and with- -

drew it aftei‘ fout rhonths.” We: pald mterest at 10 per cent.

: ,,Short-term;loans —75 per cent of the cultnvators take annual,
advances from sowkars .for.: their cultivation expenses...  They.

borrow in the rains on short-term loans, repayable at harvest.
Loans before the rains are at 24 per cent or 18 per cent per
annum, but loans borrowed in the cultivation season. are repay-
able at harvest plus 25 per cent per annum. If repayment at the
due time is not-made; the sowkar then fixes interest at 25 per
cent or sometimes 371 per cent per annum.

Thése wha havée current ' accounts are given . loans on the

Ehata.”” New' borrowers have to write 'bonds.  ‘We' have' not".

received taccavi for seven or eight years. We like taccavi.® The
villagers say the best way of financing them is to give adequate
taccavi annually.

. Co-operatrve credit soczety —There are 12 members in soclety:
No. 106. The society was formed last year: ~They have taken:
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APPENDIX E-XXX.
" COTTON ZONE.
WADNER, TAHSIL HINGANGHAT, DISTRICT WARDHA

It is a big village with a populatlon of 1,466 souls. Its area
is 4,822 acres and the land revenue is Rs. 1,975. The total crop-
ped area is 3,541 acres which is dlstnbuted as under :—

Acres.
Cotton e 1,826
Juar o 953
Wheat . - e ) . 387
Linseed e . 95
Minor crops -280

The village. belongs to Seth Jamna Das, M. LA " of Jubbul-

pore. There is'a vernacular school ‘in the village. The village

is. 11 miles from Hinganghat w1th which it is connected by an
extremely bad road.

There are 122 tenants in"all. -Of whom 59 are free fromi debt
About 60 per cent of the tenants borrow small suins every year
in Ashad and Shravan and repay them after-the: crops are sold.
Rate of intereston such loans is sawai, i. e., for a loan of Rs!. 100,
they have to.pay Rs. 125 in five or six months.” 'The.interest thus
comes to 45 or 50 per cent. On other loans the ‘rate of mterest

-varies from Re. 1-4-0 fo Rs. 2 per cent -per mensem.. No cultiva-

tor keeps accounts: . He depends,: for  the correctness of accounts,
on the sowkar.” The ‘malguzar and the adatyas of Hlnganghat
are the chief financiers. ~Thé malguzar has advanced -about

Rs. 16,000 to the tenants on'an average rate of interest of Re. 1-8-0
per cent and annually gets Rs. 2,880 by way of interest. Those

‘who get 'loan fromadatyas:are well ‘satisfied: with- their dealings.
-Adatyas advance loans'on Re, 1 per cent and charge 12 annas-com-

mission per cart. People here have great ‘confidence ‘in : their

-adatyas and say that they. recewe wvaluable help from them in

selling their cotton.
‘otal ‘secured . and. unse(:ured debts come to' Rs. 36208, ie.,
296 per tenant or Rs. 574 per indebted tenant. Tenants of.this
village hold lands in other villages also. The total area in their
%ossessxon is 4,786 acres on Rs. 3,410.. The debt works out to
s..7 per acre or 10 times the rent: No one is indebted beyond
his means. .
The follownng table wxll show the sources and purposes for
which the debts were taken—

T—Sources. Rs.

. Malguzar .. 15,535
‘Sowcar . e . e - 20,673 ..

: 36,208

II.—Purposes.

Repayment of earlier debts 2,450

Marriage or other ceremonials- 5,720

Famine or other distress e 600

Arrears of rent e - e 425

: Seed, bullocks, manure, etc. B v 18,823

Land improvement . e S ‘8,

Purchase of land e T C e 02,600,
Litigation _— - 200

36,208
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Leaving out Rs. 2,450 old debts 95 per cent can be said to be
for productive and 5 per cent for sunproductive purposes. The
proportion of secured to unsecured debt is 20 per cent and 80
per cent. A large part of the productive debt consists of short-
term seasonal loans to be repaid at harvest.

The cost_of cultwat:on, accordmg to Polu Gond, Ughadya
Mabhar, and "‘Khandu Raoji is about Rs. 10 to Rs. 12 per acre,
and the:net profit for the last two years have been about.Rs, 20
per acre. People say that the last two- years have been poor.
It would not be unfair to take the normal net profit at Rs. 20
per acre, but the price of cotton is still falling. Subletting value
is Rs, 6:per acre. Even taking the net profit as low. as Rs. 10
per . acre, the annual ‘agricultural, income  alone comes o
Rs 47 ,860 which is more than the total debt:; People are in easy
circumstances. Their only complamt is that. the labourers did
not;;accept .wages. for  picking )cotton in: cash‘ ‘They take one-
seventh of their ,dally pickings.. -

-During ;the last :10- years about 300 acres o{ fland was: sur-
rendered« o the- malgnzar cand- det out agam' by the malguzar.
‘Malguzar takes: 25 pet cent of ‘the pnce as nazrana on all sales
‘of octupancy flands:

People think that if they Bot transferable rights in lands they -
‘will be able 'td get money at cheaper rate’ of.interest: They will
be able to get full price of their lands. '

 Theré is no co- operative credxt socxety and no taccavx '
advances aré made, here. .

The village is a rich-.one snmxlar in almost every respect to -
the adjoining villages of Berar except that the Beraris have al-
ready got full rights of transfer in their land,

From the woluntary statements of the cultivators it appears
that they have gold and silver worth Rs. 10,417:

The following statement will show the dlstrlbutlorr of the
v1llage holdmgs

1. R I .

o : Be?ow Frqm From |From [From [From From |Above .
yillage. 6-1011-15{16—20/21 - 25/26—-30 31—-40| - 40 |Total
acrea acres. lacres, [acres. |acres. |acres. 'acres. | acres. ‘

— - - b [ e e, | st | et

1 NN NN A A B I T
Wadner A 8] m| o1s| 1| 18] 12| nl 2| s

L

k XD R

Khandu Raon——- o R

{ owed Rs. 2,000, years ago. Instalments.of Rs. 100 were
agreed upon. I have paid 18 instalments. Now 2 more remain.
1 have paid one this year. Only one instalment of Rs. 100

remalns.
20 seers =-1 maund.
: 20 maunds = 1 khandi.

STATEMENTS.
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: sow-5 maunds eotton seed and get 6 khandis. This I sow
i 1& acres. My khandi is sold at Rs. 90. In good lind.5mmaunds
cotton seed: yields 10 khandis ‘cotton: o L ‘

Orie pair of bullocks tills 20 acres of land. ‘Cost ‘of cultiva-
“tion for this acre will 'come to Rs. 300 whén all ‘the work is done
by paid labour :-— ' ‘ :
Oulturtes -

. - ‘Rs.
- 6'khandis cottoni ... in : w0 1540
" 3 khandis tur [T A e - 60
5 khandis juar o aee ... 15
Miscellaneous crops ... ... : w 15
10 kudo til: o e e 16

3 khandis wheat o T e : s 66 -

Total ... 772 gross outturn.

Net profit Re. 472 or Rs. 23-8-0 an acre.

The land in this village is poor, and hence the outturn is
not high. (The rent is Re. 1-4-0 per acre.)

Polu, Gond—

I own 14 acres. My cost of cultivation (excluding labour, as
I work in the field) is Rs. 107. -

Outturn—

Rs.

Cotton, 3 khandis . . . 270

Juar, 5 khandis .. 15

Tur 14 khandi .. . 30
Wheat 1 khandi e 22

- 397

Net profit .. 290 =Rs. 21 per acre.

. T own Rs. 100, I had borrowed from the malguzar two years
ago at 25 per cent. I have paid the interest and Rs. 70. T hold
a receipt. L paid all this year. I now owe Rs. 30 only.

Ughadya, Mahar—

1 own 20 acres of my own and take 20 acres on lease for
Rs. 45. I require Rs. 250 for cultivation. We all work in the
field. I have two ploughs. This year my crops are poorer than
the %revnous_year. Last year 1 got 4 khandis cotton (Rs. 400)
and Y khandis juar (Rs. 135), 2 khandis tur (Rs. 66), 3 khandis
wheat and miscellaneous mung, 40 mot, 20 til, etc. (Rs. 20).

Rs.
661
250

411 Net profit Rs. 20-8-0 per acre.

The villagers say we sell out cotton in the Hinganghat market.
We are satisfied with the asrangsement. About 20 per cent of
the cultivators borrow from adatyas-of Hinganghat. They have
then to sell their cotton through them. They advance loans at
- 1 percent. On sale of cotton they charge Rs. 2 to Re. 1 on a cart.
There is no trcuble in dealing with them. They deduct their
dues and pay usthe balance. ~
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For weeding: and other agricultural operations small sums
are required; 60 per cent of the cultivators borrow every year
and repay every year. If crops are poor, they do not repay in
full. They, however, make some payment. - Interest on such
loans is sawai for one year. 'We have no complaints regarding
accounts. We get receipts of repayments. .

92.18 acres of Baburao, Komti, was surrendered to the
malguzar in repayment of Rs. 1,500. About 350 acres of
land was surrendered to the malguzar during the last 10 years
and let out again. - Nazrana is calculated at 25 per cent of the
price. : . . , . :

No one sells or buys bullocks here. They breed for their
own agricultural purposes. S
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APPENDIX E-XXXI.
' COTTON ZONE.

BOTHALIL, TAHSIL ARVI, DISTRICT WARDHA.

Total area, 2,578 acres. Land revenue, Rs. 660. Situated
adjoining the Arvi-Wardha road, 15 miles from Arvi and 22 miles
from Wardha kbas. B

Total occupied area, 2,060 acres, of which 1,781 acres are
occupied by tenants on Rs. 1,668 rent. Rent averages 9 annas per
acre. . In the present year 777 acres, mostly held by absentee
tenants, have been sublet for Rs. 4,402, i.e., at an average of
just under Rs. 6 per acre or about 10 times the rent.

The malguzar, Laxman Rao Kharde, holds one other village.
and also does.money-lending to.the extent of Rs. 75,000. He
alleges debts of Rs. 16,018 outstanding, due to him from tenants
in this village. He holds 279 acres of home-farm in this village.
and 492 acres elsewhere. He pays in:land revenue Rs. 666 here
and Rs. 391 elsewhere,. Total Rs. 1,052, There are 70 tenants
in the village of whom 32 reside in Berar and other places, about.
whose indebtedness; etc., information is not readily available.

These absentees hold 687 acres ont Rs. 234 rent. Their land.
is sub-leased from year to year. . ’ o -

The cropping is as follows : —

o Acres.
- Cotton e
Juari : e = 682
: Wheat s - - e g . 8
Linseed” - . L 13
Others - - 126

"Total cropped area 1,781, includjng_ 10 ‘acres double-cropped.

The general position is rather uneven and the yillage may
be considered typical of the lighter soil cotton-growing tracts of
the district outside the Wardha valley proper.” Similar tracts
-occur in the uplands of Berar. The standing cotton crop was
excellent when we visited the village.— - ,

Average rate of interest - ... 18 per cent per annum.
* Owed to malguzar . 16,000 C
To saukar ) ...~ 75,000

. Twenty-four tenants are indebted and 14 liéve no debts.
" "Jhimli, with 5 acres land, owes Rs. 900 debt 'at' 24 per-cent.
Hari Singh; 26_acres, owes Rs. 2,000 at 24 per ‘cént. He
borrowed Rs. 1,8Q0 for bringing fallow land under cultivation.
Bapurao owes Rs. 3,473, with 85 acres, -of which Rs.. 3,100 is
for old debt. These are the principal debts. The others do not
seem to be indebted beyond their means. When we questioned
them they gave contradictory statements about- their alleged debts
and it is quite probable that these alleged debts to the ‘malguzar
are not all genuine. They are certainly exaggerated. = '
.. The incidence of alleged debts is about Rs. 19 per.acre held
in tenancy right., :
.The tenants have 58 she-buffaloes and 265 cows. They say
the average value is Rs. 125 per she-buffalo and Rs. S0 per cow.
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The value of these would be Rs. 20,475.. They have also 164
bullocks. Value of bullocks, Rs. 13,120. The tenants here do
much cattle-breeding and get income therefrom. The total value
of their cows, bullocks and she-buffaloes Rs. 33,595 is much more
than their total alleged debts. - '

" The malguzar does most of the money-lending and t'he
interest-ont Rs. 16,000 odd due to him in this village at 18 per
cent is Rs. 2,880 or nearly 3 times the total rertt ‘of Rs. 1,066.

~-In’addition some Ks. 6,000 debts to other sowkars are alleged.
It 1s obvious that if any agency for advancing loans at, say, 9 per
cent ‘could be ‘introduced, the ‘interest charges could be reduced
by’ nearly Rs. 2,000 per annum or by nearly twice the present
rental payments: ' The villagers say they know nothing about
co-opetative as no one has ever explained it to them. There is
no to-operative -¢credit here. ‘The malguzar would be opposed to
a-co-operative credit society and to the grant of rights of transfer.
He appeared to have great power in the village and the tenants
seemed considerably afraid of him. The tenants said that if the
malguzar' would . grant permission and would not be displeased
they would' like.rights of transfer..” The tenants are too much
under. the thumb of the malguzars The granting of rights of
transfer wpuld at least create some spirit of self-reliance and
independance in place of the slavish mentality which seems to
exist at present. The villagers §ay they are very much afraid of
the approaching settlement and cannot pay any enhancement,
becauseo their expenses every year are more than their income-
They say they get from 2 to 7 maunds cotton per acre..-.

A; ¢rop experiment made this year in the village yielded 200
seers per acre, i.e., 14 maiinds (14 seers maund). We did our
best.to Set some correct: information_about profits and expenses.
The' attached statement of Ganpati Jeoji shows the mentality of
the-villagers.© & ' 1 ‘ R

Deb

s alleged are as follows:—
" Total tenants resident...”
< _’Aci'e_liv: "LRs. o
. . .38 with 1,093 831 rent .
(elsewhere), 104 65

Totel” . ... 1,197, . 8%

"-‘.f'-!\ vy

secqtpd, qe.b(’!"“ . TJ R I .
:Unsecured Rs, 21,368 incurred for the following purposes :— .

. 11y Paymens of earlier debis Sl o ' 4,173
" (2y Purchase'of bullockg ,. .. -~ = .5 ~» T Ll .
3) Diggingof wells ... - "~ = L. e 700
4) Manure e - R TR 400
: (5{"—Purchase‘ of land . w e - 200
' (6) Purchase of seeds " ° _— e 150
-{(7) Cultivation . ' .." . C g . e 3000
(8) Marriages . - . C s 3,700
i9) Irrigation purposes’ T .. 600
110) Improvement of lands - : . 10,245
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From the voluntary statements of ‘the -cultivators ‘it appears

that they have:gold :and silver worth Rs. 1,365

The following statement will show the distribution ‘Qf the

village holdings : —

Below|From {From |From |From {From |[From [Above. :

Village. 5 | 6—10{11—15(16—20/21—2526—30|31—40|- 40 |Tota).
4CTE8. |[Acres, j8Cres. at_:res. acres. (acres, acren:. acre's. |

1 2 3 4| 51 6 7 81 9110

Bothli 1 3 7 5 3 5 4 10 I! 38
|
|

STATEMENT.

Ganpati Jeoji—

I have 75 acres of land and I pay Rs. 50 rent.

are as follows :—

Weeding and sowing...

Servants
Cotton picking
Cleaning
Mapure

Improvement of land”

For bullocks
Cotton seed
Rent
Miscellaneous

Food
* Clothing

Total

Total

My expenses

2,360

Last year I got Rs. 1,300 for 13 khandis cotton; I' got 20.

khandis of juar in 25 acres at Rs. 25 per khandi, equals
This is for

total Rs. 1,800.

a good year.

Rs. 500,

In a bad year I only,

get Rs. 800 of cotton and.Rs. 200 juar, total Rs. 1,000.
I borrowed Rs. 500 this year. This year and last year were

good years.
1 also
debt.

We have been doing cultivation from 100
p\a}& Rs. 216 interest on my debt.
i (When the account was explained, he said.) I admit now
‘that what 1 have said is impossible.

years.

I have only Rs. 1,500

It is only in bad years that

have any loss, in good year I have some saving and pay off the
I get on an average Rs. 3
from my cultivation, excluding my feeding and clothing ex-

debts. of bad years.

penses.

I haye 20 cows. :
yearly and get some Rs. 300 from this. I
of the settlement and I do not want to give any

income and expenditure.

A

I breed cattlé.

20 per acre net profit

I sell 5 or 6 calves
I am very much afraid

details of my
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The malguzar says that he takes advances from. Seth Jamanlal
Bajaz at 9 per cent for advancing to others at 18 per cent.: There
is no fixed period for the loan. He says Jamanlal gives him
4} per cent on any deposits which he m?_f make from time to
time. He says he has 5 or 6 villages. He is quite willing to
agree to an arrangement by which the bank will give him
advances up to, say, Rs. 50, at a low rate for lending to ten-
ants at a reasonable rate, the maximum to be fixed by the bank.
He says he is willing to'do this in 20 or 25 surrounding villages
if financed. He was not, however, willing to produce his account
books to show how much was really due to him from the tenants.
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APPENDIX E-XXXII.

RICE ZONE.

RAJGARH, TAHSIL AND DISTRICT CHANDA.

A very big village with an area of 2,567 acres, "the -head-
quarters of a settlement group of the same name, on the Mul
river adjoining the Mul-Chamurai II class road at a distance of
about 4 miles from Mul I class road and railway station and
32 miles from Chanda khas. The abadi is situated at the foot
of the hillocks, which has two fine tanks on either side.

The present malguzars are Mr. Krishnarao Deshpande,
a big landlord of the Nizam dominions and Mr. Bapat, Pleader.
The village is managed by the lumbardar Deshpande through
his Kalar agent Rajanna, who is-a big money-lender with a
money-lending business of about Rs. 5,000 per annum in this
and adjoining villages. He has been the agent of the malguzars
for the last 25 years. It is stated that the malguzars do nof
help their tenants being absentees. Quarrels between the agent
and a well-known tenant, Venkat Gandli, have often disturbed
the peace of the village in the past.

A big weekly bazar is held here every Tuesday at. which
cattle, grain, gud and other local products from surrounding
villages of the pargana are sold. Cattle registration fee are
credited to the district council. The general surface is level
and more than half the area is good clay loam soil with some
heavier sandy clay. There is some lighter soil along the base
of the hillocks, in which kharif til is usually sown. The ringni
iuar crop is important here and gives heavy outturns in the ciay
oam soil. Cropping in 1928-29 -was as follows : —

Acres,
Rice - - .. 716
Til - - - 41
Total kharif - s .. 753
Ringni juar e - .. 529
« Total rabi ) wen ' . 999
Double cropped area ... - 282

F3 acres are irrigated from two private tanks and some boris.
n addition, 360 acres are irrigated from the Government Asola-
Mendha estate irrigation canal. In this village there are 16
Jarai families’ who grow pan in_some valuable pan gardens
ituated in malik-makbuza land. There are also a number of
mall shopkeepers and traders in grain. There are also some
Mahars, who manufacture country cloth, and some dhimars,
vho live by fishing in the river and_ by agricultural labour.
’ome mirchi is also grown irrigated.. Since the last settlement
8 acres have also been brought under the valuable sugarcane
rop.

There are in all 172 houses and 50 persons in the village.
Chere are 175 tenants and malik-makbuzas, of whom some 40
ctually reside in the village, while many of the remaining
enants live in Chandli, Fiskuti and Chandarpur villages adjoin-
ng. There are 123 acres in malik-makbuza right. and 144
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acres in malik-makbuza maufi right divided between four per-
sons. Rajanna, Kalar, holds 12 acres of malik-makbuza land
on Rs. 23 rent, which he purchased for Rs. 1,000 some years
ago. Sitabai, the widow of Sakharam, and 16 other share-holders
tiold 10 acres of malik-makbuza on Rs. 24-8-0 rent. These are
pan gardens. The remaining malik-makbuzas are non-residents
who nearly all sublet their land to others. lL.axman Vishwanath
of Waigaon has 23 acres on Re. 21 rent. He sub-leased a portion
of this land last year for Rs. 80 .

Theré are 2,305 acres of land held in tenancy right of which
248 acres are absolute-occupancy right and the- remainder in
occupancy right. The total rental and malik-makbuza demand
comes to ‘Rs. 1,946 at an average ‘acreage rate of 14 annas per
acre. 714 acres were sublet last year for Rs. 2,361 or about 4
times the rent. ‘ e R

. The average price of. the irfigétéd- rice land is said: to be
between Rs. 125 to Rs.r 150 per acre, while the worst wardi
land averages Rs. 20 per acre. . '

"As regards cultivation, the tenants say that they sow one
khandi of dhan worth Rs. 10 in 2% acres. They say ‘that as a
rule in the rice irrigated land the outturn is 16 to 20 times, of
‘a gross value of between Rs. 160 to Rs. 180 for 2} acres, i.e.,
‘between Rs. 65 and Rs. 75 per acre..  They state that in un-
iirrigated land. the gross outturh averages about ten times or
4 khandis per acre, worth about Rs. 40. The malguzar of Mul,
Mr. Fadnavis, has stated that this was a fair estimate. As regards
ringni judr, they state that they sow half a kuro per acre, and
the outturn varies between: 15 kuros and I khandi per acre, i.e.,
150 or 200 seers per acre, one kuro being of 10 seers. But the
cultivators state that the cost of ringni juar cultivation is very
slight not exceeding more than 5 or 6 rupees per acre. The net
outturn from ringni juar cultivation is somewhere betwe®n Rs. 10
and Rs. 15 per acre. As regards the rice cultivation, they state
that ‘for 2% acres of rice-land they pay Rs. 15 to 60 women and
Rs. 3 to 10 men for work in transplantation; total Rs. 18 for the
2% acres transplantation. They state that'the cutting is paid in kind
and .that the yield of dhan is calculated “after deducting the
expenses of cutting in kind. They state that in addition one pair
‘of buffaloes and 2 bullocks are required for 7% acres of rice land
plus' 6 or:6 acres of rabi land. A pair of bullocks cost Rs. 80
-and a ‘pair of buffaloes about Rs. 100, total Rs. 180, the ordinary
working life being about six to seven years. The annual capital
depreciation .on cattle will then be Rs. 30 distributed over 73
acres ' of rice land .and 6 " acres of rabi land.. The capital
depreciation - on cattle would therefore be about Rs. 2-8-0 per
‘dere” on ' rice land. ‘

... 'The. cost.of cultivation then would be Rs. 4 for seed, Rs. 7
for  transplantation and Rs. 2-8-0 capital depreciation on cattle,
total Rs. 13-8-0. The charges for transplantation’ appear to be
very-high,. but if we take an all round figure of Rs. 15 per acre
fon expenses, the net profits from rice cultivation will still come



181

to over Rs. 50 per acre. This does not include the water rate
at about Rs. 3-8-0 per acre for the area irrigated from state
tanks. In addition there is an income from the second
crop in the doublecropped area. The rice outturns in
these villages are undoubtedly often heavy, but fo_r'the
purposes of our_calculation it will be safer to estimate
the net profits at Rs. 40 although, according to_the cultivator’s
own statement, the -gross outtufn in the irrigated rice land
varies between Rs. 65 and Rs. 75 per acre, while for unirrigated
rice land the- gross outturn is said to be not more than Rs. 40
per acre. In this village, however, the whole rice area is
irrigated, and therefore the question of unirrigated rice land dqes
not arise. It is quite clear that the profits from agriculture in
this village are very substantial, while the agricultural labourers
also earn a good income.

Indebtedness and sources of finance—One Pandurang,
Brahman, with 37 acres of land, owes Rs. 1,440, but one member
of his family is a Sub-Inspector of Excise and the other is engaged
in 2 mill. They reside in Chanda, and are not primarily agri- .
culturists. The remaining total debt is Rs. 6,920 owed by 41
tenants, holding 566 acres of land on Rs. 456 rent. This repre-
sents about Rs. 12 per acre per indebted tenant. But many of
these tenants hold land elsewhere. The debt represents Rs. 4
per acre of the total tenancy land in the village. In this total
sum Rs. 20 is taccavi borrowed from Government, Rs. 115 has
been borrowed from the malguzar and Rs. 7,780 have been bor-
rowed from the mahajans in cash and Rs. 445 in grain. The
ordinary rate of interest on these transactions is 25 per cént. Of
this total debt, over Rs. 4,500 has been borrowed for marriages and
other social ceremonials, while Rs. 2,500 has been borrowed
for the purchase of bullocks and other agricultural expenses.
On the whole, the economic position of the tenantry appears
to be very sound. Their only complaint is with regard to the
high water rates for irrigation and the high rates of interest
charged by the local mahajans.

"It is surprising that no attempt has been made to start a
co-operative credit society in any village of this tahsil.

. The tenants complain that they do not receive adequate
assistance with taccavi.

The villagers stated that up to the present year rice crops
have b'een. good for a number of years; and there is no doubt
that this village is, having regard to the standard prevailing in the
province, in a good financial condition. But as long as the rates
of interest remain so high, they must be a perennial obstacle to
any economic advancement of those persons who are compelled
to borrow. ' : -

. Much good can be done by concentration on a thrift cam-
paign here because there is no doubt that profit from agricul-
ture is substantial and that the cultivators, if they so desire,
might build up a credit balance in place of the present debts
which they owe to the local money-lenders.
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-« From the voluntary statements of the cultlvators it ‘appears
that they have ‘gold and 'silver worth Rs. 9,221 :

The following statement will show the dnstrlbutlon of the
village holdmgs —

| i .
From From From

; i)
BelowI : From |[From |[From Above|
Village. - 5 | 6—1011—1516—20;21 —25[26—30 31—40 Total.
acres GCI'CS ‘acres acres a‘cre‘s. acres. jacres. [acres. )
. . | v A
1 2 3 14 5 6 7 8 91 10
. L .
89 21 19 .16 9 51 14| 179

Rajgarh
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APPENDIX E-XXXIIL
RICE ZONE.

BELGATA, TAHSIL AND DISTRICT CHANDA.

This is a small village, but typical of the villages in the
Chanda tahsil.  All soils ‘are sandy, but contain an admixture
of clay and fine silt and belong to the sandy clay loam class. with
th> usual tank irrigation. It is situated on '~ Nagpur-Chanda
road at a distance of about 5 miles north of Mul. Out' of the
total ~area of 403.62 acres, 292 acres is occupied and 216 acres
is cropped. The cropped- area is as’ under :—

Acres.
Dhan - . a0 - 99
Othei® R w 3

[

L Totel kharif .. 102

Lakholi - - 33

Gram ee e 13
Cotton - 15
Til and linseed - ) ) 18
Others e 35

Total rabi area 114

There are four malguzars in the village who hold 54 acres
of land as their home-farm. The rest, i.e., 238 acres is held
by tenants of all classes. The total land revenue of the village
is Rs. 145 and the rental demand is Rs. 213. The tenants of this
village hold 362 acres at Rs. 347 in other villages. Thus the total
lana they hold is 600 acres at Rs. 560. -The malik-makbuza

land sells at Re. 90 per acre and tenancy land averages Rs. 50 per
acre.-

Finance.—The malguzar is the principal financier of the
village. ‘People also borrow from the sowkars of Mul. The
common ‘rate of interest is 24 per cent. People 'are backward
and do:not know how to keep. -accounts. q‘hey accept ‘the
sowkars account as correct and pay whatever he demands.
Ramanna Telangwars case is of ‘considerable interest. He bor-
rowed Rs. 200 about two years ago, and executed a stamp for
Rs. 300. He actually ’;ot Rs. 200 only. He paid Rs. 7 dharna,
Rs. 7 parveshi and Rs. T kasar. He also paid 4 annas dharmadaya.

le does not remember for what other items he had to pay to

the sowkar.' He pays Rs. 7 per month and he will have to pay
thus for 40 months. : ’

This is 2 most extortionate bargain, but is not uncommon in
these tracts. For seed, grain is borrowed at 1} times barhi and
for food it is borrowed at the rate of sawai. If the grain loan

is not paid within the year then.compound interest is charged
after six months. :
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Debts.—None of the ‘malguzars are indebted. There are 31
tenants of whom 10 are free from debt. The total debt-which
is all gnsecured come to Rs. 4,273. Of the indebted tenants, the
following are heavily indebted : — v ’

Acres. .Rs. a. p; Rs. .

Madho Karatnath : B 395 4 00 320
‘Kodhs e oL 17%. 8120 360
" Bodha o W 4205 21 80 620

‘-?Sphy,a". e B 941 200 330

C Total, .. 733 36 4 0 1630,

The total debt works out at Rs. 137 per tenant or.Rs. 203
per indebted tenant or Rs. 7 per acre or 8 times the rent But
if the 4 heavily indebted tenants are excluded then the debt per
tenant comes to Rs.:83, i.e., Rs. 5 per acre or 8 times the rent.

The sources and purposes of the debt are as under :—

Sources. .

. h Rs.
Malguzar” ) 3,483
Mahajan - ' ' w790,
G e e Total ... 4,273

“Purposes. o

‘ ’ ’ . Rs,

‘Land improvements - - - « 2,420 ‘

. Payment of rent... C w 93
;Ceremonials; sor : - w 190
{Repayment of earlier-deb T o 970

_Total e 4,273
All debt in this viilagé is unsecured. . Out of total " debt,
41 per cent is unproductive. and the rest is productive debt.

Cost of cultivation and. profits.—An. average pair of bul-
locks costs Rs. 100 and the average working life is said to be
six to seven years, after which period they are sold for half the
price .thus ‘the depreciation .comes to about Rs. 9 per annum
Wawes are low. An adult male gets 4 annas. Most of the tenauts

_‘worﬁ personally in the fields with the members of their family.

The net outturn per acre is said to be Rs. 18.  Calculating the
value of the produce at this rate, we find that the total net profits
come to Rs. 10,800, which is more than double the total debt.

Cost of living is low. Peoble eat ambil and rice and
flourish on it. They stated that they could not give any. esti-
mate of the cost of maintenance as they could not calculate
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the various items. But they stated that for'a fzunily”(')f‘;‘ir per-
-sons Rs, 175 to Rs. 200 wasn,ample P

1 “With 'thé usual exceptxons, the vxllagers on the whole are
‘happy-: “Their requlremems are few. ‘Their main ‘trouble is
‘their, ignorance. - Taccavi; loans distributed - liberally would be
very beneﬁcnal here.

: From the voluntary statements of Ihe culblvators 1t appearﬁ
.Jhat they have gold and silver .worth Rs. 2,816.

“The followmg statemenl will’ s'how the dnstnbutlon of the .
village holdmgs but’ some of :hese persons xalso hold Jand else-
,where. o .

L T N ;_1

SR : Below|From [From |From” Fiom F’rom From |Above
Village. 5 | 6—10[11—15 16—20 21—25{26 - 3031—40} 40- {Totdl.

acres. (acres. |acres. jacres ‘acren acres. . acres. |acres.
1 - 2| 3| 4/ s | 6| 7| 8 ‘ 9 l 10
Bolgats o 2| 4 sl o2l 1| 2f 1] 4} &
STATEMENTS.

Ramanna, son of Yanga Telangwar—

There are six persons in my family. I sow 9 khandis dhan.
I get about 100 khandis every year. I sow about 10 kuro juar
and get 10 khandis every year. I get about 2 khandis lakhori.
I have got six servants. I pay 10 kuro dhan each month. It is
worth Rs. 5 per month. In addition to that they get some
reward at the time of harvest. I borrowed Rs. 300 about two
years ago. I executed a stamp for Rs. 300. I actually got cash
Rs. 200. I paid dharna Rs. 7 and paid Rs. 7 parveshi and
kasar Rs. 7. 1 also gave about 4 annas dharmadaya. I pay Rs.
per month for 40 months. Several persons borrow in that way.
Security is not given. If grain is borrowed for seed then it is
given on 1} times the seed and for eating it is given at sqwai.
If it is not paid within the year then it will run at compound
interest after six months.

Sonya, son of Jaisingh, Gond, 45 years, Belgata—

There are 8 members in the family. I have to prepare 2.
pailis ambil and 2 pailis rice. About half paili pulse is required.
1 he total daily expenditure comes to about 10 annas per day.
I sow 2 khandis dhan. I sow 7 kuro juar. I sow 30 seers cotton.
I get about 25 khandis paddy. 1 get about 5 khandis juar. I get
20 maunds cotton. I took Rs. 50 loan from mahajan for pur-
chase of bullocks. I took at sswai interest Rs. 50. I also took
8 khandis seed last year from the malguzar at sawai rate.

24
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-.- Madho, son of Lachhma, Gond— - S
I sow 2 khandis dhan and I get about 20 khandis dhan, I sow
one kuro juar and I get one khandi produce. I sow 3 kuro
lakhori and get about 15 kuro. Dhan is sold at the rate of
Rs. 10 per khandi. Juar is sold at Rs. 12 per khandi. Lakhori
is sold at Rs. 20 per khandi. One khandi dhan is equal to 160
seers. A pair of bullocks lasts for about six ‘or seven years. The
value of a pair of ordinary bullocks is Rs. 100. I have to pay
Rs. 20 for transplantation I-borrow every year this from the
malguzar .of the village. All tenants of the village borrow
money ‘at that time. I do not employ labourers for harvesting
‘works. I borrowed money for marriages. I borrowed Rs. 100
at 25 per cent per annum from the malguzar. 1 executed a stamp
for it. I will pay Rs. 25 interest only. 1 also took debt from
mahajan. I also executed stamp to the mahajan. I also work
-on ;wages.. T ' S
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APPENDIX' E-XXXIV.

" NaNDORI BUZRUK, TAHSIL WARORA, DISTRICT CHANDA.

A large village of 3,000 acres in the Warora tahsil, 25 miles
from Chanda on thé Chanda-Warora road and 3 miles from the
tahsil town and cotton trading centre and railway station of
Warora. Total occupied area is 2,788 acres of which 91 per cent
is superior soil. The eastern portion beyond the ridge is un-
dulating lighter soil except to the north of the Public Works
Department road where the soil is quite good: ' The cropping of
the village is as under :~ o

. Acres, .
Wheat = H PO 677
juar ) . . 447 '
Cotton - ...A » e e ',538‘l
Others S R e 620 :
Total ... 2,282

This vjll_age,Jike the greater part of the. Warori tahsil, ‘has much’
more in common with Berar which adjoins to the west than ‘with
the rest of the Chanda district.. 1,124 acres is the tenancy area,
130 acres is held by malik-makbuza and 150, acres:constitute the
home-farm. The total land revenue of the village is Rs. 1,353
and the rental demand is Rs. 1,743. R :

The tenants demanded rights. of -transfer and expressed their
willingness to: pay: whatever premium wasifixed for the purchase
of that right; - They stated that without right' of transfer they
could neither improve their credit nor their land. R

- There are ‘6 co-operative societies in the village with a mem-::
bership of 75. ‘They are financed by the Warora Central. Bank..
The members borrow from the societies as well :as from: other

. sources, and are therefore more. beavily indebted. than, others.
Mahajans- and malguzars are the other credit agencies. = The
rates of interest charged by them are ynnecessarily, high:: The
tenants represented that some thing should be done-:to.reduce
the rate of interest. Common rate of interest is-24 to ‘36 per
cent. =~ . :

There are 4 co-sharers in the village; but as they: refused to
give any information, nothing could be known about thg;;f;’ecgnq-
mic condition. They, howevet, are very_prosperous. ,This is
the only:village in which the malguzars did not. help. us in our
enquiries—There are 175 tenants holding 1,274 acres at Rs_. 1,743
rent in- the village and 3,260 acres at Rs. 4,080 elsewhere. Of
them, 42 aré entirely free from debt and 133 are indebted. The
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total secured and unsecured debt comes to Rs. 66,046. Of the
indebted tenants, the following are heav1ly indebted : —

Tenants. . Area. Revenue. Debt.
1 2 ‘ 3 4
|
Acres. | Rs. a. p. Rs..
‘1. Narayan Krishna 80 52 00 1,800
2. Sadashiv Laxman 85 64 0 0 6,250
.. Paika Govinda 13 23 0 0 1,500
4. Najoba Vithoba 12 8 00 1,400
£. Laxman Ramu 50 28 8 0 1,127.
€. Yashwanta 39 18 0 0 2,100
7. Rajeshwar Raghoba 2501 175 0 0 7,117
8. Gangaram Bapuji 611 | 751 0 0 12,230
9. Krishna Bhatt 23 17 8 0 1,970
10. Jana Vistari 65 42 0 2,300
11. Nagoba Govinda 360 | 17912 0 5,100
12. Abaji Balaji 102 53 8 0 1,760
13. Shankar Vistari 301 22 0 0 1,425
Total ; 1,720 1,414 4 0 46,079

Only Nos. 3, 4, 8 and 9 appear to be indebted beyond reason-
able hope of redemptlon 79 per cent of the total debt is due from
the above 13 persons. About 18 per cent of this is for the pur-
chase of land and an equal amount for trade. If we exclude
these persons, the total debt on 120 tenants comes to Rs. 19,967
or Rs. 166 per indebted tenant or 7 per acre or 4} times the rent.

The financial position of the members of the co-operative
societies can be seen from the following statement.

Of the 75 members, 61 are indebted. They own 1,641 acres
of land at Rs. 1,294. They owe Rs. 13,733 to the societies and
Rs. 18,104 to others. Thus their total debt amounts to Rs.: 31,837
or Rs. 521 per indebted member or Rs. 19 per acre or 193 times
the rent.  As observed above, the members of the co-operative
credit societies are more heav1ly indebted than others. It is said
that they were in a worse condition when they joined the societics
and that they have improved their credit and assets. We were -
unable to obtain any justification for this assertion.

" The sources and purposes of the debt : —

Sources. Rs. «-
1. Co-operauve Credit Bank e e 13,733
* 2. ‘Mdhajani . 47,582
3. Malguyzari | .. ;. e . 4731
Total 66,046

Purposes. —

1. Repayment ofolddibt .- - i 20,532 :
2. -Marriage and ceremonidls. .. .. ... 22,582
3. Purchase of land e . 8.832
. 4. Agricultural expenses e .'9,000
5, Ma&ntedzmce S ke e 5,100

Total ... 66,046, :
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Of this, Rs. 13,200 or 20 per cent;“is secured and Rs. 52,846 or

80 per cent is unsecured. Leaving out the old debt as the pur-
poses for which .it was taken are not known, 55 per cent is for
unproductive and 45 per cent for productive purposes.

- Average selling value of land is said to be Rs. 80 per acre
aml the subletting value 8 times the rent. The average cost of
cultivation  according to the statements of the cultivators comes
to Rs. 10-8-0 per acre and the gross outturn comes to Rs. 45 per
acre. Nago Govinda purchased 342 acres of absolute-occupancy
land for Rs. 3,000 last year. 'He borrowed the amount at 12
per cent from Nagulal. He has spent Rs. 1,000 on the improve-
ment of the land and hopes to pay off the entire debt from the
profits of cultivation in a year. This throws considerable light
on the income from agriculture in the village. The total value
of the produce of the tenancy land (1,274 acres) is estimated hy
the people at Rs. 58,011 or Rs. 46 per acre.” As malguzars refused
to ‘give Snformation; the: costs and profits of cultivation of the
home-farm and other lands held by them could not be included,
ini“the statement. = The village is undoubtedly very prosperous
and the cultivators own 574 plough-cattle and 224 other bullocks
(total 798). The otdinary price of a pair is Rs. 250 in this
village. The value of the bullocks alone calculated at this rate
comes to Rs. 99,750 which is very much more than the total debt.
Besides, people have 531 cows, 188 she-buffaloes, 690 calves and
749 goats, and ether moveable and immoveable property

People sell ghee and cattle and do carting and labour. The
tota! income from these sources is estimated by the cultivators
themselves at Rs. 33,560. = All this goes to show the general
prosperity of the people.

The only trouble is the high rate of interest. Six co-opera-
tive societies have not been able to reduce the rate of interest
charged by the sowkars. There is a great scope for more vigorous
co-gperative efforts in. the village. This village is.fortunate in
havmg a mixed system of cropping with a large area.under wheat.
1t is therefore not so largely dependant_on cotton .and has not
felt so severely the fall in‘cotton prices; rights of transfer to occu-
pancy tenants could safely’ be granted here. A land mortgage
bank could perform valuable financial service in this rich tract.

From_the voluntary statements of the cultivators it appears
that they have gold and silver worth Rs. 15,640.

The following statement will show the -distribution of the
village holdlngs — :

. Below| From| From| From Frem 'F‘rom Frow|{Above
Village. =~ [ 5 | 5—10111—15/16—20[21—2526—3({31—40| 40 |Total,

T |‘acres.: acres.| acres.| actes.| acres.| actes.] acres. acres.

l 6| 7 8] o/ 10

[\
w
&
w

-1

22| 16| 10| 25 175

Nandori = { 15" 3 ,31! 23

PO
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total secured and unsecured’ debt cofnes 16 Rs. 66,046. Of the
indebted tenants, the following are heavily indebted : —

R A T P YA
‘ Tenants. . Area., | Revenue, Debt.
1 R 2 : 30 44 4
- e ] ' | Acres. | 'Rs. a. p. Rs..
"Y.-'Narayan Krishna : o 80 5200 1,800
2 !Sadashiv Laxman ’ " 85 64 0 0 16,250 -
.. Paika Govinda : 131 2306 0 1,500 -
1. Najoba Vithoba 12 8 00 1,400
£. Lexmén Ramu - 50 28 8 0 1,127.
€. Yashwanta 39 18 0 0 2,100
7. Rajeshwar Raghoba T 250 175 0 0 7,117
8. Gangaram Bapuji 611} 751 0 0 12,230
9. Krishna Bhatt ' 2317.17 8 0 1,970
10. Japa Vistari 65 2 0 0 ,300
11. Nagoba Govinda R 3601 17912 0" 5,100
12. Abagjj Balaji . 102 53 8 0| _ . .1,760
13. Shankar Vistari 30 22 0 0 1425
Total ; 1,720 |1,414 4 0 46,079
. i

Only Nos. 3, 4, 8 and 9 appear to be indebted beyond reason-
able hope of redemption. 79 per cent of the total debt is due from..
the above 13 ‘persons. * About 18 per cent of this is for the pur-
chase of land 'and 'an equal amount for trade. = If we exclude.
thes¢ petsons,; the fotal .debt on 120 tenants comes to Rs. 19,967
or-Rs: 166 per indebted tenant or 7 per acre or 4} times the rent.

~ Thé financial position of the members of the co-operative
societies can be seen from the following statement.’ ' ‘

. Of the 75 members, 61 are indebted. They own 1,641 acres
of 1and ‘at Rs. 1,294. They owe Rs.: 13,733 to the societies and
Rs. 18,104 to others.. Thus their total debt amounts to' Rs.31,837
of Rs. 521 per indebted member or Rs: 19 per acre or'194 times
the rent. As observed above, the members of the co-operative -
credit societies are more heavily indebted than others. It is said
that they were in a Wworse condition when they joined the societics
and.-that ‘they have 'improved..their,credit-»and assets. . We. were
unable torobtain any justification for this assertioen. -, , :

v 'The séirces' and purposes of the debts—= = = =
T e " Sources. . Rs.
1. Co-operative Credit Bank ~ we =~ - R 13,733
2. _'M‘ahaiani" o o © i Tt e . 47,582
134 Malgyzari, s -0 e e . 4,131
Total 66,046
Purposes.
i. Repaymentofolddibt . v wyl. el g b 20,832 ¢
2,--Marriage and ceremonidle, - 1 rwp L e 22,582
A Purchase of land .. ey T w 8,832
4, Agricultural expenses- e ,9,000
5.''Maintenance’ " 7 7 C e e 8100

it 4 : B v
Lol oo B RN -
Total . .. 717, 66’046: t
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Of this, Rs. 13,200 or 20 per cent’ls secured and Rs. 52,846 or
80 per cent is unsecured. Leaving out the-old debt as the pusr-
poses’ for which it was-taken .are not ‘knawn, 55 per cent is for

unproductive and;45 per.cent for productive purposes.

- Average selling value of land'isisaid to be Rs:80.per acre
and the subletting value'8 times the:reat. - The-average cost of:
cultivation according - to:-the statements of the cultivators:comes.
to. Rs.-10-8:0 per acre and' the gross-outturn comes to Rs: 45 per
acre. ~Nago-Govinda purchased 342 acres of absolute-occupancy:
land for Rs.:-3,000! last’year! . 'He iborfowed 'the: amount at 12!
percent from-Nagulal:: -He has spent Rs. 1,000 on the improve-
ment of the land and hopes to pay ‘off the entire:debt from the
profits' of cultivation in.a year. . This throws considérable light’
on the income from agriculture in_the village. The total value
of the produce of the tenancy land (1,274 acres) is. estimated by
the people at Rs. 58,011 or Rs. 46 per acre. " As malguzars refused
to ‘give information; ‘the.costs and profits of cultivation' of' the
home-farm :and other lands held by them could not be included:
ii~the statement.” ' The village:is iuindoubtedly very prosperous’
and the cultivators own.574 -ploagh-cattle and 224 éther bullocks'
(total: 798). . The otdinary: price of a ‘pait is Rs. 250 ‘in -this
village. The value .of the; bullocks alome:calculated . at: this rate
comes to Rs. 99,750 which is very much more than the total debt..
Besides, people have 531 cows, 188 she-buffaloes, 690. calves:and
249 goats, and other mioveable and immoyeablé property.. |

People sell ghee and cattle and do carting and.labour. The.
total income from these sources is, estimated, by the cultivators
themselves at Rs. 33,560 - AlP.this goes' to show the general

prosperity. of the people.. : - ., -~ . - . .

. The only trouble is the high rate of interest. Six co-operad:
tive societies have not been able to reduce the rate of interest
charged by the sowkars. There is a great scope for more vigorous
co-gperative efforts in.the village. This village is,fortunate im
having a mixed system of cropping with 2 large area.under. wheat.
It is therefore not 'so .largely dependant on cottom:.aad has: not
felr so severely the fall in‘cotton prices; rights of transfer to decu-
pancy tenants could -safely’ be granted here. . A .land mortgage
bank could perform valuable financial service in ‘this rich tract.

From_the voluntary sfatements of the cultivators it appedrs
that they have gold and silver worth Rs. 15,640 s

. The-following statement will show -the-distribution of; the

village holdings : — R L L R

‘ ’ Below Fron&l'?rom Frb"n‘ii Frot fﬁrém From|Above
Village. = | 5 | 7—10011—15/16—2021-25/26-3 [31—40| 40 [Total.
. [AREE ’ud:ec.'aeies. acresq acted.[ weres. acres.] ueres. acrei. :
.'Kfi,! Sopk oy
= T 2 , 3 a| 5| 61 7| 8|.%|:
A . : LR
< . T SR
Nendori(: .. 16[ 32| 31| 23| 22| 16| 10 -5f1rs
i ?E‘-—“ teiq ¥ 7 ‘
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, o STATEMENTS.

Sakharam Panth—. S ) v

President, Central Bank of Warora. There are 6 societies in
Nandori with membership of 75 members. Total outstanding
on all the members today is Rs. 13,328-8-9. The societies. are
working very well,: in the sense that they have become _better
cultivators. The result of the co-operative movement in' the
village has been that the sowkars have been compelled to reduce
their rate of interest. They used to charge Rs. 2 per mensem
before, now they charge Re. 1-12-0, Re. 1-8-0, Re. 1-4-0. (This is
not a fact. Enquiries from sowkars show that the rate of interest
continues to be Rs. 2.) I am sure there is no rise in the rate of
interest. Indebtedness of the members has mcreased but then'_
assets have also increased.

Nagoba Govinda—

I purchased absolute-occupancy 342 acres of land for Rs. 3,000
last year from Mangulal Marwari, at'1 per cent. ‘No time-limit
is fixed for repayment but I propose to repay it in a year. - I shall
have ‘to spend Rs. 1,000 to i grove it, before it yields good
crop. This amount I shall spend from my profits of agriculture.

I ‘do money-lending also. I have advanced one thousand in’

/small sums. v '

Juar outturn is 80 to 90 times the seed. In an ordinary year
about 100 times is the outturn. Ordinary cotton,_ yield—2 khandis
cotton seed—40 khandis cotton. : B

Thxs year I shall get 20 khandis cotton.

Wheat.—6 khandis seed—50 to 60 khandls outturn or 10 tlmes :
the seed.

Seed.
Javas 8 or 9 kudo seed ... _outturn 5or 7 khandis ordmary yea" ,
Til 5 or 6 pailis . -« 7 or 8 khandis, .
- Gram 7 kudos .~ - ... 4khandis, =
Lac 13 khsnd: ) ... 8or9khandis.,
... 20 khandis,

Bullocka Rs. 250 a pair 6 years working life.. =
Cost of cultivation.

34 bullocks . — ) . 708,
19 servants at Rs. 100 a year "each . ... 1,900
Feed of bullocks 8 khandis wheat e 176
5 khandis cotton seed -... - w120
. _2khandisdhep ... .  , - - 52
. 10 khandis tur. P . 160,

K} kudos pef ptough. i.e , 4 for c!rpenter and_ .lelmr. 136 kudo 135
or 7 khandis juar. 3 .

o JAkhandichuai o - m T T T 10°
"*17 phasa T . v “- 20
 8phad i . o am-...B
17 daory4 o R 2
‘tManure | i Y " - 50

.l_ .. o i Total .. 3,341
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L R - Rs,
Weeding e 200
so;ing and cutting ... ' Clesd 25
‘Total ui. 3,566
" Rent - - L e T 200
Seed e - 248
. ' - Total cost ., 4,014
, Rates.
. ' < . _.Re
Cotton = 90 a khandi (separate) to Rs. 110 average
Tur ¢« 15 a khandi.
Wheat P RL 28 T,
Gram i 25T o,
Javas - e 30,
i i N Psd 30 ”»
" Lae - e 15, ‘
’ : Yield. .
Cotlon 40 khandis xllO . T e
Wheat 55x 25 . i
Jevas 5% 30 .
Til7x300 .. . dow
‘Gram 4x25 : .
.. Lac 3x18~ wes
Tar2oxds T - I .
L Total inédmd - ... 6,655
" 4,014

_ Net: 4 2,541
The ‘details of expenses 1 gave to “the patwan are’ correct
hey: ‘were ‘given after consultmg my account books This state-
‘ment ls ngen from memory. ;
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_APPENDIX E-XXXV.

. RICE ZONE.
KiTADl-BORMALA, TAHSIL BRAHMAPUR!, DISTRICT (CHANDA.

A ryotwari village of 925 acres, area -of which 226 is minhai
or forést land reserved for nistar.

The. village is 3..miles from the main Nagpur-Chanda road,

some S-miles south of Naghbir and some 61 miles from Chanda.

The principal castes are -Kohlis, Gonds and Telis. There
are also some Dhimars and Mahars. There are 33 houses in all
and 190 persons in the village. © AR

Total cropped area is 330 acres, of which about 200 acres are
under rice. 160 acres are irrigated from the Government irriga-
tion tank, Ghorajhiri, 592 acres are otcupied in all and the
revenue plus cesses comes to Rs. 564, i.¢:, nearly Re. 1 per acre.
There are normally some 66 plough-cattle' in the village, i.e.,
33 pairs for 330 acres under yultivation or 1 pair for 10 acres.
Although the village is a small one, it is in many respects typical
of the lighter soil villages of the Brahmdpurl -talisil of:Chanda
distr‘i‘;%[ . -, ,.“‘:‘l_ u -

Finance.—The villagers obtain finance from . the" ‘mahajan.
The “firms -of Chitnavis are the chief financiers of;thé *village.
Grain!loans are advanced' on sewai and cash loansiat Rs.. 2 per
cent per _month. This rate is uniform for all the cultivators.
As the land is held n.ryptwari rights, cultivators have no power
of transfer. The loans are therefore advanced on personal
security. -For larger cash loans, dastaivaz (bonds) are taken.
People say that’they would welcome taccavi if it could be dis-
tributed at least twice a year and for all requirements, : At present
-theéy prefer the sowkar to Government, because the sowkar. lends
"at'any time and for'all purposes. In a ryotwari village, we think,
Government should finance the ryot more libérally and “should
not leave them to the tender mercies of sowkars.

Cost of cultivation and gross outturn—At our enquiry we
had the opportunity of discussing local affairs not only with the
ryots of this village, but with the people from several surround-
ing villages who had collected. They seized the opportunity
of our arrival to make the usual complaints against the Irrigation
Department.  Apparently, the terms of their agreement have
expired and they are doing their best to obtain good terms on
‘their new agreement. - The people of Kitadi seemed very sus-
picious with regard to the object of our visit and made ridiculous
statements with regard to their costs of cultivation. In some
cases they stated that they spent Rs. 40 per acre in rice cultiva-
tion, with a gross outturn of Rs. 53. They stated that the
ordinary outturn of rice was 10 times the seed. This will be
correct in normal years for unirrigated land, for irrigated land
the outturn will be considerably more. Some of the cultivators
from surrqunding villages told us that the Kitadi people were
suppressing the truth. They stated that nearly all the villagers in
this tract did most of their agricultural, operations themselves,
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employing a certain amount of labour at the time of transylanta-
tion only. They stated that transplantation might cost as much
as Rs. 4 or Rs. 5 per acre, if it was done entirély through hired
labour, and the seed cost would be about Rs. 4 per acre. Water
rate has apparently reached the rate of Rs. 4 per acre. T_hey stated
that the payments for transplantation were made in kind.

As regards the harvesting or cutting charges, they stated that
these were also made in kind, but were deducted from the gross
outturn. Of the 330 acres,- 200 acres are under _rice, and out of
these, 136 acres are irrigated. The tenants eventually admitted that
the net income from irrigated land averages from Rs. 30 to
Rs. 35 per acre, while ihe income from the unirrigated land
varies very greatly accordingly to the season, being anything
between Rs. 10 and Rs. 30 per acre. They agreed that Rs. 17 to
Rs. 2) net was a fair average for this class of rice land. The
average net income from the rice land therefore would be about
Rs. 6,300. The remainder or 120 acres are under wheat, cotton,
barley and juar. They estimated the all round average net out-
turn at between Rs. 15 and Rs. 20 per acre, which would amount
to about Rs. 2,000 for 120 acres. Thus the total net agricultural
income of the village would be about Rs. 8,330. '

In addition the cultivators have a number of cattle and
admit an income from other sources, totalling Rs. 2,395 from the
sale of ghee, etc,, etc. Thus the total income obfained averages
sbout Rs. 11,600 or a little over Rs. 60 per head or about Rs. 300
{or the average family of 5 persons.

Debts—The total grain and cash debt on the villagé is -
Rs. 3,363. The following table will show the sources and pur-
poses for which the debt was taken : — o

Goverament . — 335
. 1,168 cask
Malajaa . = 1 1.850 grain
Total - 3.363

‘Pay.oecot of earlier debt -
Marriage snd other ceremonials
Purchase of bullocks -
Purchasing seed and manare ... .
For improvement of land -
For purchase of land —

§
g883as F
covows *

looccce?

Total

Of the total debt, therefore, it can be said that 57 per cent is
for productive and 43 per cent is for unproductive ‘purposes.
Most of the transactions are in grain which accounts for the large
proportion of grain debts. There,are 23 ryots in the village.
Of them, 3 are free from debt. The total debt of the village as
shown above is Rs. 3,363 which works out at Rs. 145 per ryot or
Rs. 10 per acre. The debt is thus less than half the net income
fr_fl\lm agriculture and about 5 times the land revenue of the -
village.
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The cost of living is about. Rs. 240 a year for a family of five.
This means that a man must have about 10 acres of land to
enable him to support himself from agriculture.

The 9 ryots with small holdings supplement their agricul-
turai income as is explained above. The indebtedness is largely
due to the tendency to spend more than one can afford on
marriage and other ceremonials and ‘also to the high® rates of
interest which. thé cultivators have to pay. In normal years
cultivators get .enough for their ordinary needs, but when crops
fail or bullocks die or marriages have to be performed, some of
the cultivators cannot avoid running into.debt. )

Marketing—People have no difficulty in disposing of their
produce. . Big cultivators sell it in the Nagbhir grain market,
% miles distant, where they have to pay 2 annas a cart as market
cess. - Others sell it in the village to Nagbhir traders. The
difference in Nagbhir.and village prices are equal to the cost of

transport.

General —The people on the whole looked happy. Their
only complaint was that the water rate was very "high and they
did not get water when they wanted it. They also asked for the
rights of transfer in their land. The land in these villages is
auctioned when it falls vacant, but the right to cultivate only is
auctioned. We can see no reason why full rights in a village
of this kind should not be granted.

From the voluntary statements of the cultivators it appears
that: they have gold and silver worth Rs. 1,900 _
. The following statement will show the distribution of the
village holdings : —

Below( From| From| From{ From From| From|Above|

Village, 5 | 6—10{11—15[16—2021—25 26 ~30[31—40] 40 |Total.
N acres.| acres.| acres,| acres.| acres. acres.| acres.| acres..
1
1 2| 3 4| S| 6]7 (8| 9w
Kitadi “ 4| 6] s| 3| 2| . 1| 2| =
STATEMENT.

Sana, 'K'oli‘-»- , ;

I sow 8 khandis. One khandi is sown.in 2 acres. 14
acres of land is fallow. It adjoins forest and on account of wild
pigs I cannot bring it under cultivation. I have capital sufficient
to cultiavte it, but it is owing o pigs that I cannot do so.

I own 6 bullocks and 2 buffaloes. I purchased 2 bullocks
last year for Rs. 120. The other 4 were purchased three years
back for Rs. 125 a pair. They will work for a year more. Even
if they do not die, they will not be serviceable. I had purchased
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hen they were old. An ordinary. good pair works for six
Veaﬁg angycosts Rs. 125. A pair of buffaloes costs Rs. 40 and
works for three years.

A pair of bullocks or buffaloes cultivates 1 khandi of dhan

land (2 acres). . i
Re. al p.
2 servants on Rs. 5 per month each .. . 120 0 0O
1 Grazer on Rs. § per month each ... 00
8 khardis dban s 80 0 0
6 khandis for transplantation - 60 0 0
2 khandis for weeding o e 20:0:0
3 khandis for cutting e : 30 0 0
1} khandi for carting @ 15 0 0
14 khandi for threshing - 15 0 0
2 khandis for watching .. 20,0 0
Kotwar LI . 280
mvzater cess i 60 0 0

udos carpenter :

10 kudos smith } 1o 0 ,o
-Rent . 3914 0
Cattle - 40 o 0
Total. ... 572 6 0
Leathér rope ' - - 200
Petty repairs 100
Feed of 4 bullacks S e 67 .0 0

Total .. 642 6 0

Outturn. .

' ~ Rs. a/p.
80 khandis, i.e., 10 times the seed ... w 800 0 O
: —642 6 0O
15710 0

I have 2 persons to support. | }
Rs. a. p.
Rice Sseers x 365 = 1,674 seers, i.c., 8 khandis _ ... 80 0 0
Dal § seer x 365 = 183 seers, i-e., 1khandi 25 0 0
Sait e - % 6 00
. m oo
Clothing . 12578 0
Oil and miscellaneous: - .. 50 0 0
Grand Total 286 80

1 am indebted to the extent of Rs. 125 only. I have no
other source of income.

. Question: Explain _how you managed to spend Rs. 286
with an income of Rs. 157 only? .
Answer: No.

Now he says: I advance 20 khandis of grain at sawai.

Question: Where do you get the grafn from? Your yield
dogs not suffice for your own consumption.
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Answer: My father had left 150 khandis of grain-lending and
I continue it. I get Rs. 200 from sale of ghee and milk. I own
she-buffaloes and 20 cows. T N

Question: Do you not sell calves? :
A»n;wer: Yes. I get an income of Rs. 100 a year. -
- Question: Do you really purchase. blvil‘locks"?',

Answer: Yes, as my calves do not. make good bullocks. My
father died six years back. I married my sister five years ago.
I spent ‘Rs. 300.- I did not borrow this. ' I had: this money.
built 'a house worth Rs. 100. I did n® borrow. - '

Yanka Andha, Teli— .

.~ T own 3 khandis dhan land at Rs. 9-4-0. I own a pair ot
bullocks: 1 purchased one . for Rs. 47. . The other bullock is
with me:for the last four years. I had purchased it for Rs. S0.
This bullock will work for. this year (five years’ working lifc.
i.c.,” Rs, 20 a year). I do not cultivate all my land. I cultivate
only 3 khandis land. ' : : :

Cost. i

] _ Re a. p.

3 khandis dhan . 3 00

"6 khandis transp'antation 60 0 0

10 kudos cutting . e 5090

10 kudos carting 500

10 kudos threshing T 500

"10 kudos watching 500

Weeding e : e 1000
3 kudos carpenter . .

3 kudos Lohar 4 00

Kotwar 012 0

Leather rope 080

0 Towal .. 12574 0

T Rs. a. p.

Bullocks w2000

. Feed of bullocks - e Lo 24 00

" Rent, e i1 8 0

. Water cess ' 25 0 0

. ' Total .. -20512 0

Rabi seed.

" ) Rs. ‘a. p.

2 kudos 2 pailis wheat . 300

4 pailis juar 1 00

S e ——

Tota! .. 20912 0

" S—— s e

or 36 per acre:.
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Qutturn.
: ) Rs, a. p.
30 khandis dhan .. 3000 0
6khnnd|swheat 8§00
Juar . 30¢
Total income 311 0 O
Costs ... .20912 0

101 4 0

i. e. 17 per acre.

I do no other business. I have one wife and three children

to support. I require 1} paili of rice every day, i.e., 6 kudos per
month or-10 khandis a year=

Rs.

‘100

Salt and chillies 12

'Swe’et oil - e 12 ~

Kerosene oil . 9
Dal. ‘ 12’
Clothing 40
Misce[]aneous ) 5
Total .. 1%

I am indebted to the extent of Rs 150 at 2 per cent, I,pay
my interest regularly.

Question: How do you spend Rs. 238 a year with an'income
of Rs. 101:

No reply.
Lahanu Budha Gond—

I am mukaddam-gumastha. I own g-acres at Rs. 7. 1 culti-
vate only 2 acres. -

- Cost of cultivation.

.
I~
nme '
[

1 khandi dhan

Pair of bullocks for Rs. 50
Transplantauon

Weeding

5 kudos cuttmg

5 kudos carting and threshmg
§ kudos watching

Carpenter Re. 1, Khati Ré. 1
Water cess

Kotwar

Rent and cess

Feed of buljocks

¢
N
(=3

N VNN NN
ONNOONRBOSSD ¢
cooCcoooP0c0 ™

|
|

Total

[~
(=)
—
N
[—]

|
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Oufiurn.
Ras.

12 khandis, i.c., 10 times —- 12000
Cost .. 66120

Total - 53 4 0

Rs. 26-10-0 net income per acre.

I get Rs. 25 per annum as remuneration. I have no other
source of inome.” I am alone. I require 3 khandis for consump-
tion (Rs. 30). I require Rs. 25 for clothing. I require Rs. 34
for feeding, in addition to the rice I consume.

We take loans from Chitnavis, Badi Pattya, Sona and other
big cultivators of the village. Grain is borrowed at sawai and
cash at 2 per cent. We take taccavi, but as it is not given when
we want, and for all our needs, we do not like it. Sowkars are
akllways available and lend at all hours. We therefore stick to
them.

Cash debts are granted both on personal security and on
dastaivaz. We_have to pay 8 annas for stamp, 8 annas for writiny,
" 2 annas for witness and have other charges amounting to Rs. 4;
we want, and for all our needs, we do not like it. Sowkars are
shop of Chitnavis. Other money-lenders, who are petty, do not
deduct anything. '

We sell our grain in the Nagbhir. Some of us do sell in
the village also to petty dealers of Nagbhir. We have to pay
2 annas per cart 1n the market. No other deductions are made.

The sugarcane grown here is not sold. Gur is prepared and
then sold. There is one crushing mill owned by Badi.

Kesheo Rao Govinda Patel of Padasgaon Khurd—

We have no irrigation. Normal outturn of rice in our
village is 10 to 12 times. If we had irrigation, we would get 16
to 20 times. The people of Kitadi are suppressing their income
and exaggerating theér expenses. _ ’

A cultivator does not require more than a pair of dhoti

(Rs. 4{.{ one coat (Rs. 2), 2 kurtas (Re. 1) and 1 pheta (Rs. 2)
. equal Rs. 9 a year. A women requires 3 lugdis for two years
{Rs. 13 or Rs. 6-8-0 a year), 4 cholis (Rs. 1-80) and chudis

{8 annas).

In our opinion agriculture is paying. If it were not, people
will give up land and go to do labour in cities,
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APPENDIX E-XXXVI

NAGRAM, TAHSIL SIRONCHA, DISTRICT CHANDA.

am is a village in the Sironcha tahsil in the extreme
soutll:f:vgerst of the Chanda district at the junction of the Goda-
vari and Pranhita rivers. It is about 2 miles south of Sironcha
khas and is divided from Hyderabad State by the Godavari 4and
Pranhita. .

Three is a good motorable road from Sironcha to Chanda,
130 miles to the north, passing through long stretches of very
thick Government forest.

The local language is Telugu and the inhabitants have more
in common with Madras than with the people of these prov-
inces. )

The present holder of the village is a minor member of
the important Velma family of Hyderabad. The estate is
managed by a Muhammadan agent, a retired Forest Ranger.
The proprietors do nothing to foster agriculture or improve
their estate. They do nothing beyond collecting rents and naz-
rans and paying revenue. The management is reported to be
not sympathetic and rather harsh, ‘

The total area of the village is 2,052 acres, the occupied area
is 822 acres.. The Government revenue is Rs. 600. The total.
population of the village is 724, belonging to 143 families. The
total kharif area is 91 acres and rabi is 669 acres. Only 9 acres
are double-cropped. )

Including holders of baris (small gardens), there are 108
tenants, one village servant and 15 servants of the malguzar.
The village servant and the servants of the malguzar hold.
32.78 acres in muafi. They are all free from debt. The tenants
Lold 618.66 acres in maurasi right at a rental of Rs. 726-8-0 and.
81.16 acres in absolute-occupancy right at a rental of Rs. 88.
Thus the total tenancy area is 699.82 acres and the total rental
demand is Rs. 814-80. Of the tenants, 65 are free from debt
and 43 are indebted to the extent of Rs. 8,590-6-0 of which
Rs. 315-14-0 represents grain debt. Of the total debt, Rs. 1,605

is secured, the rest unsecured. The proportion of secured to
unsecured debt is as 1: 5. '

The whole of the debt has been borrowed from sowkars
for the following purposes : — :

Rs. a. p.

Agricultural expenses . 160 0 0
Bullocks |, .. . . .. 1134 8 0

_ Purchase of land, etc. - . 200 0 0
~ Marriage .. 1,80414 0
Maintenance ... .. 4,246 0 0
For money-lending 955 0 .0

Total .. 8,590 6 -0

i .
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Out of the sum of Rs. 8,590-6-0, if we deduct Rs. 2,135 being

the debt of those who have more owing than th , the total
real debt comes to Rs. 6,455-6-0. g ey owe, the tota

The debt per head of tenants comes to Rs. 60, and that
per indebted tenant to Rs. 150. It is 8 times the rental demand
znd Rs. 9-4-0 per acre. ’ o o :

No tenant is very heavily indebted except Lota Babaiya.
He owes Rs. 1,000 and has 26.75 acres. His statement given .
below will explain how debts increase.

*“To begin with I borrowed Rs. 30 cash at 24 per cent. ‘Then
1 borrowed 8 giddas (64 kuros) of food grain from the same
sowkar at sawai. Every year 1 paid back the grain debt of 10
giddas. and -kept the rest for our maintenance. Every year
1 had to borrow again. The name of the sowkar is. Prasad
Chandraya. Three years ago there were two crop failures and
1 could not pay back the grain. This was then doubled every
year and I have not been ‘able to repay. I have now given
a bond for this amount. I have so far paid him 6 bullocks, 4
cow. and 4 buffaloes. 1 do not know how much I owe. Every
year the sowkar calculates and tells me how much J owe.”

The usual rate of interest is 12 to 18 per cent although there
are cases where 24 per cent and 373 per cent interest is charged.

The income of cultivators of this village, from sources other
than agriculture, is very high, being over Rs. 10,000, - Apart from
a few money-lending tenants who get an incomeé from lending, -
most of this income is earned by carting forest produce and by
working for wages. The village adjoins the tahsil headquarters
towr. of Sironcha. o

During the last ten years 73.67 acres of land passed from the
hands of cultivators to sowkars. During this period no malik-
makbuza land changed hands, 28.78 acres of absolute-occupancy
l;nd(ie changed hands and 91.43 ‘acres of occupancy land changed

ands. . )

There were previously some co-operative credit societies in
this village and tract: They failed completely and they and the
Sironcha tahsil bank have: since been liquidated, ‘

“The ‘laoni’ system is still in force here, but is becoming
less common. o _ o :

In this land-locked tract there is probably wide scope fo
generous distribution of taccavi. In Ankisa and other big vil-
lages ‘in’ this alluvial tract adjoining the Indravati and Godavari.
rivers interest charges are high and the cultivators ~ are very
backward. . _ 4

The tract -is altogether cut off from the ‘march of progress
and up-to-date financial facilities from non-official agencies
cannot be expected. The Tahsildar has a very light charge and
could do valuable work in supervising a general exténsion of
Government ‘taccavi loans. Such extension if sagaciously carried
out could do ‘much to relieve the financial situation. '

From the voluntary statements of the cultivators it appears
that they have gold and silver worth' Rs. 10,724.
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The following statement.will show the distribution of the

village holdmgl 1—_

Below Fromuli“rolbn’ From 'Fliom From FromlAbove
Village, 5 | 6==1011-15 16—2021—-2526,—3031—1’40« 40; Total
acres.| acres. !crel acres. '.cre' acres.| acres. ncrea
R o Y T R : :
q 21 3 4 '5'»:] 6 |7
Nagram o 61| 19 .9} 5[ 100 210
B : i | TR SRS
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APPENDIX E-XXXVII* -
RICE ZONE.

B I {10 ST PN T S S A
' KURKHEDA, TAHSIL! GARCHIROLY, DISTRICT CHANDA. : -

-.. This is a big ivillage south_of Talegaon with a primary school
and bfanch post office; Total:occupied area of the village is 269
acres which is about ohe-fifth of the total village area. Cropped
area is 213 acres. Total assessment at the time of settlement was
R¢--1,531-8-) ‘and’ the kamil-jama Rs. 765. Siwai income of the::
village was Rs. 1,217-8-0. Cropping ofl the village is as under ;:—

Dhan 213 acres. ’

There is no rabi area in the villagse. It is one of the
important zamindari villages. Agriculture is not the main
occupation in this village. The residents hold only a very small
ated for cultivation. Their principal occupation is carting of
timber to Wadsa railway station. It is the biggest timber mar-
ket in the district and timber merchants both from within the
province and outside export large quantities of timber and
bamboos. ;

The mahajan is the main source of finance and loans are
advanced on the mahin khat system.. Interest under the system
works out to 24 per cent.

Debts—There are twenty indebted and nine non-indebted
tenants in the village. The total debt for each class of cultivator
is as under :—

Acres. Rs. Rs.
Maslguzar © Nil .
Absolute-occupancy . 19-37 12 350
Occupancy 216 263 3,892

There are in all 29 tenants, of whom 20 are indebted and
nine are free from debt. The total debt amounts to Rs. 4,242
which works out at Rs. 146 per tenant or Rs. 212 per indebted
tenant or Rs. 19 per acre or 15 times the land revenue. Of the
tenants, the following 7 are heavily indebted. It may be noted
that even these are not indebted beyond their means. They have
large non-agricultural incomes and it is on their general credit
that these loans have been.advanced : —

Acres. Rs. a. p. Rs.

Narayan Raoji 699 12 0 0 393
Narayan Rakhdu 18-26 14 0 0 599
Mangraya 840 9 00 604
Maroti - 510 300 275
Sakhram 3-25 6.0 0 185
Modku 14-25 19 0 0 522
Yakub Khan 5-85 "9 40 235
4 0 2,813

Total ... 62-85 - 72
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If the debt of these tepants:be’excluded, then the debt of
other tenants comes to Rs. 109, per indebted tenant or .aboiit
Rs. 7 per acre or 5 times’thé'rent.” . ~*7 = ¢ v ol :
: ' i kK ‘Purposes for ‘which. toani was _lqlieh,

. Lo
‘Payment of earlier debts - ]
. ..!Macriages and social ¢ceremonies
‘Maintenance - e
"7 . Agricultural expenses gnd requirements ...

Total: = ... 4.242

) v

.-+- -The agriculturists ‘obtain. finance from ithe following sources
as detailed below :— L

Rs R
Malguzar_ e 958 Unsecured ... 4,282
"V Mahajan: : e 3,334 'Secured - ‘o Nl

. Gost.of cultivetion: and profits.—+—According to the peoplée’s
own, estimate the' cost ' of cultivation' comes: ta.Rs. 7: per. acre
: and the net income toi Rs, 17 per acre. Thus. the tota] agricul-
- tural income of the village comes to Rs. 3,621. As stated- above,
agricuitpre -is not the principal occupation of the people’in this
:village, . Therg is no co-operative bank in the:village: =

Subsidiary’ ‘o¢cupation.—The tenants  make cbnsiderable
_amount,of income from carting, trade in tendy leaves and shop-
keeping. Magrya stated that last year he earned Rs.:500 from
carting alone.” Kumhar tehants’prepare earthen pots. Moti sold
pots worth Rs. 500. Small cultivators do labour for which there
is always a demand. The total income of the 29 tenants from
all these sources is estimated by them to be Rs. 6,318 or almost
double their alleged agricultural income. The total income as
alleged by these comes to Rs. 9,939 or Rs. 338 per tenant. It
will thus appear that the tenantry are in a strong position and are
reported tQ have improved their financial condition during the
last 20 years. People are happy and prosperous and require no
special financial assistance here. Co-operative society with pro-
per training and supervision might do well here.

"From the voluntary statements of the cultivators it appears
that they have gold and silver worth Rs. 1,988

... The following statement will show the distribution of the
village holdings : — .

Below| From| From| From FromlFrom From|Above
Village. 5 | 6—1011—15{16—20[21--25 26—30\31—40| 40 [Total.
acres.| acres.| acres.| acres.| acres.! acres.| acres.| acres.

1v23455|1'8910

Kurkheda _ o 14 8 2 2] .. 2 1 .. 29
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STATEMENTS

Domlya, son of Ganya, Mahar, 60 years—-

I take rice only.and pulse, etc. ‘There are five members in
my family. One paili is_cooked in the morning and one paili
in thé evening. One paili in equal to -100 tolas. Rlce is sold
at thé rate of 8 pailis per rupee. Ambil (flour of rice.  Is also
taken_ half seer daily. 1 sow 2% khandis ‘dhan in. my land. One
khandi “is equal to 160 pailis paddy. 1 reap about 30 khandis
dhan on my land. - Its price is about Rs. 300. I get remuneration
Rs. 100 as kotwar. I am not in debt. The price of a pair of
- bullocks i Ls Rs.75: .For.2% khandis 1and I have to pay about one
khandi harvesting charges.

Magroo, Kumhar—

T am"the only. 1ferson in my family to work. . There are
two other females. SOW 4 khandis dhan. 1 get 60 khandls dhan
‘in"a normal year. - It-is since last three years my father' died.
+This: year my_crop’ w1ll yield about 40 khandis. I have got one
'plough, but I join ‘others at time for bringing the ‘whole land
~under ' cultivation. I give to my servant Rs. 49 in .cash and 2.
- khandis dhan worth Rs. 20. I paid Rs. 80 in transplantation. I
gave 2 khandls, worth Rs. 20, for harvesting. I borrowed Rs. 80
at mahin khat payable at the rate of Rs. 2 per mensem. I also
borrowed dhan 4 khandis at sawai. I shall pay mahin khat
‘money in four years and two months at the rate of Rs. 2 per
- month by msta]ments I have other income-. of Rs. 530 per
annum.
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~-APPENDIX E-XXXVIII
RICE.ZONE. . .
RAJEGAON, TAHSIL AND DISTRICT ‘BALAGHAT.

This is # medium-sized. village on the Bag. river, 10 miles
from Gondia and 17 miles from Balaghat. = The Balaghat:Gondia
first class road runs through the middle of the village, 'The Bag
river forms the boundary between the Balaghat and Bhandara
.districts. Towards the river there is'some uneven soil which is
devoted to, rabi crops. .The total occupied area of the. village
is 694 acres, of which :106.is the malguzar’s -home-farm ;. while

acres are held in tenancy right. Out of the .total cropped
area -of 641 acres; 349 acres are under rice; while 279 acres are
double-cropped.  The rice land is embanked and level and the
soils ‘are fertile and similar .to those in the adjoining Gondia
tahsil of the Bhandara district. The tenants are mostly Kunbis,
above the average. Many of them derive a good income from
trade in cattle. There are three fairly good tanks in the village
which irrigate a certain area of the rice. '

‘The malguzar is a rich Parwar Bania, who has a considerable
money-lending business.. The 40 resident-tenants hold land in
this and other villages, totalling 648.52 acres. The distribution
of this area among the tenants is as follows : — ’ !

'| Number of tenants. Debt per’
— head of
- Acres. - . Total debt. | . Yy
e * 1 Total. | In debt. ot €824 Vindebted
] X . 'tevnant‘.
1 - 2 3 4 5
) o Rs. a. p.. .
1=5 - B o B 11 6| 587 8 0 - .98
510 9 81,837 i0:: 0. 230
10-~15 O o 3 31 428 0 0| 143
1525 7 7(3,029 4 0 433
2550 e o] 91 52,056 0,0 411
50100 .. - wd e 1 L
Over 100 o

The total debt comes to Rs. 7,937-12-0. The average debt
er tenant-is about Rs. 200 and that per indebted tenant is
5. 274, The debt per acre is Rs. 27. The average price of land

here is Rs. 100 dper acre and the debt comes to 27 per cent of
the value of land. ' "

. . The'rate of inferest here is very high, in one case going as
high as 75 per cent, and on an _average the rate of interest is
about 36 per cent per annum: The Settlement Officer noted, at
settlement, that the tenants were too ‘strong for the proprietors.
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This is one of the few willages whichi we have visited, in which
the cultivators had -the affrontery .to admit that they did not
mean to repay their debts if they could avoid doing so. They
stated clearly- that, for this reason, they did net want to be given
rights of transfer in their occupancy land, because they stated
" that in that case they would have to pay their debts or else lose
their tand. It is'difficult, in a village of this kind, to determine
whether the high rate of interest is due tothe attitude of the
borrowers themselves and’ their poor moral ecredit or whether the
‘present attitude of these debtors’is the result of the high rates of
interest, The average value of land in this village is admittedly
about Rs. 100 per ‘acre. The -following tenants .are heavily
indebted :— ; LT Coe

-Name., - i | Land. | Assets.: |* Debt. - -Am"‘"’J
T - Lo | interest.
1 o2 a e s

o ) A;ﬁres. 1 R's‘.v o : Rs I'"  Re

1. Sakharam | 268 | 2768 | - 810{. . 300

2. Sitiram ol 58 575 210 45

:3. ' Dasu, Sohar’ O N T 441 " 342 38

4. Pandu, Kunbi . 1850 1850 702 450

. Khs. 43

5. Hanau : A 23 232" 140 20
6. Bemoslya ) I

7. Mali 0 v 2532 2,532 450 2 200

khs. 153

‘8 DaulstNsi ' 371 377 10| <40

‘9. Salia T 853] 835 30| - 42

* Total ... 95-31 3124 | el

On the other hand, 15 tenants are free from debt.  The
purposes for which these debts. are incurred are as follows :—
Rs

- e}
Land Improvement, etc. 120
Bulocke S . a.  LSH4
‘Seed: ' i . "w - 1,514
- Payment of rent . e 165 .
Marriage . - : E - 2,293
" House building T e 1,028
Old debts ' : o e 1,303 0

,’l,’ot.al .. 17.9_3'f’ ‘

“Elxcludjng"the old debt and marx"iagés&j br,écﬁ'céll&" the whole
of the debt may be said to be for productive purposes : .but. the
interest is extremely high and there is little hope of any.person
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otrows a substantial sum at those high rates ever being able
:,h?vel:)ay more than the interest. The case of 'Pahdu, Kunbi,
No. 16, is of particular interest. He holds, 18.50: acres of land
in occupancy right valued at Rs. 1,850." His' total debt comes to
Rs. 1,009, including the grain debt, for part ,of which he has
to pay interest at 36 per cent and the rest at /5 per cent per
annum. -He is the-son of the old malguzar who lost the village
by a foreclosure decree to the Parwar Bania. One of the old
men of the village gave us the following story with regard to-the

transaction : — L
Pandu’s father borrowed Rs. 1,000 and signed a bond for
-~ Rs. 2,000, promising to repay in instalments of
Rs. 200 per annum. He repaid Rs. 1,600 but failed
~to repay the last two instalments in time and o on
forecloswre decree was passed and he lost his village,
atthough he had already paid back Rs. 1,600 on

Rsg 1,000 which he borrowed.

Sakharam; Kunbi, is another interesting case.. He borrowed
4 khandis of dhan, worth Rs. 20, from one Jahar Singh and dur-
ing the ‘next ‘ten years he paid-back Rs. 50 in cash and 6 cows
and 3}khandis of dhan. It was then agreed that he should pay
a further Rs.50 in full settlement of his debt. For this pur-
pose, he borrowed Rs. 25 at 24 per cent interest and four khandis
of dhan at 50 per cent-from the malguzar. He failed to repay-
the grain debt and this was converted into a cash bond for
Rs. 180,repayablé in five instalments of Rs.36 each. He repaid
all the instalments but one and for the remaining instalment
of Rs. 36 a decree for Rs. 50 has now been passed. He also
borrowed : Rs: ‘50 from Ramnath Sao 'at 24 per cent interest ‘five
or six years ago to build his house. He repaid Rs. 50, but was:
then told that Rs. 150 was still due. A fresh bond was then
written ' the -debt swelled first to Rs. 200 and has now become
Rs. 300! In‘view of his previous bitter experiences, Sakharam
has decided :not to pay anything more. The sources’ from
which debt are borrowed are as follows : — '

Governfnient- .. 350
Mailguzar A ’ . 2,219
Mahajan ‘ ) i . 5,368
e . Total .. 1,937

)

. Costs ‘and profits of cultivation—~The following statéments
give some;idea of the costs and profits of cultivatian 1

Mitha, Kunbi—
He ‘has got 7.11 acres of land for which he pays Rs. 16 as rent.

Rs,

Total outturn— T
Dhan, 20 khandis 160
Wheat and gram, 2} khandis 40
Utrad, 4 khandis s 164

Linseed,.2 khandis . - 36

2y Total 300




) ' ) s Rs,
Expenses of cultumhon— S S
Dhan,.] khandi 22 kuros . VR &
Wheat and gram, 14 kurm : . v e 10°
""Urad, 8 kuros' - © R : B )
o ‘Lmseed) 2kuros- -+ IEERERN -2
v » ’ Tolai leed ] . 27 .
_ Labour— | .
~ Ra.,
0« Weeding - : Caes .. 12
R ., Katai e . C e 12
. 'Lohar ty ' . 2
: . Carpenter - _ ‘ et 2
. 4 ct . ‘ Total ‘cost!,of,‘labou,r, . )».-,, .28
"Rs: a. p.
"Capnal deprecxatlon on bullocko T 1280
. :Implements : 2 0.0
- Kotwar’s dues ... L oo .. 1.0.0
<Rent = . - + 16 0 0
- Total expenses 103 8 0
Net profit on 7-11 acres 7 . }96‘ 8 0
B ’ 'Nét' profit on one acre - 2800 '

Sakharam, Kunbi—,

- He.has got 27 66 acres of occupancy Iand for wh:qh he pays
R¢. .57 as rent.:

Totalouttum-v . LT T
R U © . Ra & p.
Dhan 70 khandis-_ Lo . L w560 0 O
Urad, 6 khandis S e oL, =96 0.0
Lmseed 13 khandls' v L e 2100
Popat, 7 kuros ’ we 7 : . 380
_ Total .., 686, 8.0,
e Expenses of cultivation. . sl
Serd— - -
Lo . Re. a. p
Dhan, 5 khandis . .. 40 0 0
Urad, 1} khandis ~ ° e, i 240w
Linseed, 6 kuros s - 500
Popat, 1 kuro N i ’”0.‘8‘ 0.
o Total : ;. 69 8 0
Capital—
B"u'lioch . e Toa
Bullocks feed e
Imiplements

ORI
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Rs. a. p.

Kotwar’s dues e . 211 0
Rent .. 5700
2 Total .. 5911 0

Labour— )

‘I'ransplantation . w. 24 0 0
Weeding 8 000
Katai - 1200
Lohar . : 4 00
Carpenter 4.0.0
Total . 52060

Tota expenses of cultivation .. 236 7 0
Net profit on 27°68 acres . 450 5 0

Net profit on one acre . 16 0 0

We can safely take the all round average net profit at Rs. 20
per acre for the whole cultivated area. The real profits are
probably no less than elsewhere.

Cost of maintenances.—The average cost of food and
clothing here for a family of five works out at about Rs. 200.
Many of the small cultivators do carting, agricultural labour or
sell cattle. Actually most of them breed their own cattle and do
not buy. But a2 holding of under 10 acres will probably not
support a family without some outside income. Here, as else-
where, nearly all the cultivators are illiterate, only six of them
know how to read and write, and it is quite impossible for them
to understand the calculation of compound interest at these high
rates, particularly if a money-lender wishes to deceive them.
T his is one of the tracts calling for some special treatment and
particularly some regulation of the rates of interest, and a stipu-
lation as to the production of accounts by money-lenders appears:
to be necessary.

The general condition of this village is unsatisfactory. The
malguzar blames the tenants for dishonesty. They blame him for
looting them with high interest. There are one or two big
malguzar money-lenders in the neighbourhood with an evil
reputation. A land mortgage bank could do much here or any
other agency charging low interest, but insisting on prompt
repayments. The present state of mind of the debtors is also
bad. Curiously enough, a co-operative credit society has never
been tried here.

. This village is typical of the conditions resulting from high
interest and improvidence, and_unscrupulous money-lenders
Fortunately there are not many similar villages.

27
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From the voluntary statements of the cultivators it appears

that they have gold and silver worth Rs. 1,979.

The following statement will show the distribution’ of the

village -_f;gfdiggs —

A T
Below|From |From |[From ‘From lFrom IFrom Above!
Village, 5 | 6—10{11—15/16--2021—2526—3031—40, 40 ;Total.
acres. |actes. |acres. |acres. |acres. lacres. |acres. [acres. |
1 2| 3| 4| 5| 6| 7| 81 %/| 10
‘Rajegaon, .13 7] 4 41" 3 4] 3| "2 40




21

-APPENDIX E-XXXIX.
AR RICE ZONE. _ _
MOHBATTA RYOTWARI, TAHSIL BAIHAR, DISTRICT BALAGHAT:

We visited this village, which is situated on the Baihar
plateau more than 40 miles north-east of Balaghat, as we parti-
eulzrly desired to examine the economic conditions prevailing
in the ryotwari villages of ‘this backward ‘tract. The plateau is
on an elevation of 1,800 feet above sea level, on the top of a
‘'steep ghat, and consists largely of hill and jungle interspersed with
scattered stretches of cultivation. L .
" The 'illage' of ‘Mohbatta lies about 2 miles to the
south of Baihar tahsil headquarters on the Balaghat-Baihar road:

“It is bounded on the east. by :the Tannur river and on the south
by the Lohar river. - The_ abadi or residential quarter is divided
up’ iﬂto 3 separate tolas or hamlets at some distances from ane
another. L . . - o

“The ryots, including the patel, are mostly Gonds: The tot:ii
occupied area of the village 'is 742 acres, but enly 295 aeres are
actually cropped, although at one time the cropping reached 350

. acres. Transplanted rice 68 acres, broadcast 142 acres and kodon:

‘kutki 45 acres are the principal crops. Some of the rice grown
‘here is of very fine variety and fetches a good price. Grain
merchants .come from Bhandara on carts to purchase it.  The
_coarse rice,. is cropped for food, the surplus .being sold -if the’

"local Baihar-bazar. The .soils are generally sandy, but well
suited to rice and in some area green manuring is practised. In
.crop ;experiments done last- year .an outturn of 1,175 Ibs. was

-«abtained ‘in one field which is being manured every year. This

~trop ‘was reported to be representative -of 80 acres .of similar

- land in the village. The rice in this field: was sown -broadcast.
In another field of rather lighter soil without manure the crop out-
turn obtained was 780 ibs. This was said to be representative 'oi

-140 .acres.of rice land in the willage. It would appear then that
.the average .outturn here should ‘be about 950. Ibs. of rice per

- .acre. ., There is, however, mo irrigation at present, while the

..cultivation might be very greatly improved and the area for rice

-much extended by embankments. There are 122 ;plough-buliocks

. in the village or one pair ta every 4% or 5 acres of {and.

i . There are in all 28 ryots, in¢luding the patel. . The: fotal

. population - at last settlement was 254 persons. ' ;Nearly all  of

;. these: tenants: admitted .an, income 4rom the -carting ‘of .sleepers
and tiraber, the total nan-agricultural income coming to Rs. 1;014.

- The total cost -of icultivation;. as -extracted from -the iestimates  of

. each individual;ryot; comes to' Rs. 1,576 fer a.-total, :cultivated-
area. of. approximately 300 acres: on an average .of little .over

Rs 5 peracre.. . The total admitted  outturn -was -estimated; at
5..5,445 at.am average of little iover Rs; 18 per acre; yielding »

- net profit of Rs. 13 accerding 'to the cultivators’ own statements.

... - ~This appears-.te:be, was usual, -a 'very serious tnderestimate

- when .compared with- the actual results obtained by, crop -experi-

DR L) oo N

:..ments in the field; S . : . S~
‘Of the 122 plough-bulls in the: village, 75 only ‘were owned
by the ryots, the balance being held by the landless “agricultural
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labourers who earn their living By carting timber and fuel.
There are in addition a large number of cows and bulls in the
village and most of the tenants breed cattle and make an income
therefrom.

Cost of maintenance.—The total cost for food and clothing
for 49 male adults,” 54 female adults and 29 children, total 132
persons, comes to Rs. 3,300 for food and the cost of clothing
‘Rs. 678, total Rs. 3,978 on an average of Rs. 30 per head. The
average expenditure for a family of 5 on food and clothing
comes then approximately to Rs. 150 per annum. It is interest-
ing to find that there are two goldsmiths in the village, who
-admit an annual income from Sonari of Rs, 40 and Rs. 50, res-
_pectively. In addition they both hold land. Sahiblal, 11} acres,
at ‘Rs. 3-8-0 rent, and Sunderlal; 9 acres, at Rs. 2-8-0 rent. . Like
the other cultivators, they only actually cultivate a portion of
their holdings, the .rest lying fallow. Between them they sowed
- 33 ‘khandis of %addy seed 'valued-at Rs. 17-8-0 and obtained 45
khandis worth Rs. 225. ' '

The first impression created in the mind is that there is a
"wide field ‘in this tract for extension and improvement of culti-
vation if finances were forthcoming, but on the other hand, it is
doybtful whether these Gond cultivators living in the jungle
could always be relied on at this stage to refrain from squandering
money if it was available on easy credit. . ' -

At present, as théy have no rights of transfer in their ryot-
wari land and are liable to ejectment, it is not possible for -them
to -obtain loans at anything but a high rate of interest. The
minimum rate of interestis 373 per cent. Life in this tract
is very simple, needs are few and the standard of livin
is not high. The total debts amount to only Rs. 2178
of which Rs. 69-80 has been advanced in the from of
Government taccavi and Rs. 148 has been borrowed from
the mahajans at 39 to 75 per cent interest. The principal
debt 'is that of Billarsingh, Gond, who has 56 acres of land at
Rs. 14 rent. He told us that he had borrowed Rs. 80 for marriage
at Rs. 75 per cent interest and that he was paying the interest
every year. When we asked him when he was going to pay off
‘the principal he said; “I find it difficult enough to pay the
interest.”” ‘These persons are financed by Doulat Seth of
Khamaria nearby and Nago Gori of Denduwara. We had a
long discussion with the ryots with regard to their condition
and their economic future. They complained bitterly that the

“rryotwari Revenue Inspector would not allow them to take wood
for their 'nistar .from_the minhai or forest area of the village.
We do not know whether this is correct. = They themselves,
‘however, stated that if they could be provided with funds and if

- they could be given rights .of transfer, ‘they would be able to
make material improvements and increase the cultivated area.
They also complained of lack of facility for irrigation ‘and stated

.that an old tank:existed, which might be repaired by Govern-

* ment so as to irrigate a considerable area.
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The conclusions which' weeeame td ‘were that if and when it
{s desired to make any real development of this tract, some inten-
sive propaganda will be required. It cannot be denied that at
present the adjoining forests provide' these peeple with a certdin
and regular source of income, and that.they are not wholly
dependant upon agriculture for a living, And as their ‘neéds
are small, they are able to produce :all the :crop which they
require to maintain themselves at their present low standard with-
out cultivating very large areas.. . At the same time, however,
when it is remembered that the: pressure of population .is very
severe on the land in some other tracts,, it-might. be. thought
worthwhile to endeavour to colonize this area with cultivators
from outside. But if this is attempted, it will be most neces-
sary to finance them during the period they bring the new land
under cultivation and to give them a start in life.

The Munjrod tract of the Burhanpur :tahsil of the Nimar dis-
trict, which is another ryotwari area excised:during the last 20
years from Government forest, which: we visited, affords a shining
example of what must certainly happen if cultivators are settled on
new land without means of of‘;taining finance at a reasonable rate
of interest, and at the same:time.without any .financial assistance
from Government. Government -undoubtedly have the -best
security and the greatest facility for making recoveries in these
tracts. And it appears that for some time to .come Government
taccavi will be the most natural source of finance in these back-
ward areas. According to the existing low standard of life, these
Gonds appear to be fairly contented, but it- cannot be in the
economic interest of the nation as a whole to allow these persons
to continue in this backward condition and to allow large areas
of culturable land to remain uncultivated indefinitely. ‘

From the voluntary s.tatemenfs‘of the cultivators it appears
that they have gold and silver worth Rs. 593, -

... The following statement will show the distribution of the
village holdings : —

. Below|From From| From| From| From| From Ahc‘x—a!
Village. ] 5§ | 6—1011—1516 -2021—25/26 — 30]31—40| 46 |Total.
acres. jacres. [acres. lacres. | acres.| acres.| acres.i acres.| '

1 2| 3 4| 5| 6| 7| 8| 9] 10

Mohbatta 3 S l""‘" 4 ‘ 21 8 é2
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APPENDIX EXL.
‘RICE ZONE. - -
MIREGAON, TAHSIL 'WARASEONI, DISTRICT BALAGHAT.

. Miregion, 4 medium-sized village, 4 miles from Lalburra on
the first class Balaghat-Seoni road, is a fair example of the rich
and closely populated double-cropped rice haveli of the Lalburra
:ind Waraseoni - tract. ,

The five ‘malguzar share-holders are Kalars, but among the
‘tenantry Powars and Marars predominate. Both of these castes
are’ excellent cultivators of transplantéd rice. The village and
the ‘tract has much in common- with, but is superior to, the
. ‘Balaghat rice haveli abeve the ghats in the Seoni district adjoining
‘to ‘the west. S - :

~ The predominant soil is a rich sandy loam. The Wainganga
xanal and the Saretha reservoir command nearly the whole village

—area. There are also ‘three private tanks—one of 25 acres—which

. irrigate a considerable area. The rainfall for several years past
-has beenfavourable, producing good crops in unirrigated rice
land. The village was under the usual irrigation agreement up
:to last year.. The villagers are now trying to get better terms
for a new agreement, and as the monsoon this year has been very
favourable for rice and the rice 1and here is capable of producing

"-a good crop in ordinary years without irrigation, they have not yet
again come under: agreement.

" They complain that they do not get a benefit from irrigation
commensurate with Rs. 3-8 per acre water-rate charged in the
last year. 1t.is probable that without manure this village, owing
to its favourable natural position, will not benefit so much as
more precarious tracts from irrigation.

Costs m.zd'proﬁts of agriculture.—Crop experiments this year,
however, displayed an outturn of over 1,800 Ibs. rice per acre,
worth Rs. 65, from irrigated and manured fields in this village.

The tenants’ statements show the cost of cultivation to vary
between Rs. 8 and Rs. 15 per acre according:to the amount of
hired labour employed, while i some cases in manured double-
cropped fields the costs of cultivation are estimated at Rs. 20 per
acre. The cost of separate rabi cultivation comes to about Rs. 8
to Rs. 10. - } )

The rice outturn’here’cannot be less than 1,300 1lbs. in the
irrigated area and 900 in the unirrigated. The standard outturns

~for transplanted ricq adopted by Government for this district
are—
B P . ] Pounds.
Unirrigated e ... 1,050
Irrigated s © e 2,600

Taking the average at 1,100 Ibs. we shall be well on the safe
side; Value, say Rs. 40. In addition to this, there is the second
crop. The all round average outturn for rice double and. single
cropped can thus safely be taken at between Rs. 40 to Rs. 50 per
acre, say, Rs. 45 per acre. It is probably far more.
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The wheat outtwrn varies much, ‘between 400 and 650 bs.
per acre according to the monsoon, i.e., between, say, 25 and
40 per acre. The average can safely be taken at Rs. 30

To void all risk of overestimating we may then take this
average net profits at Rs.-45—Rs. 13, say, Rs. 32 per-acre for the
rice areas, and about Rs. 20 for the wheat. The soil is rather on
the light side for wheat and though in years of good rainfall the
outturs’'is very heavy, it may be very peor if the rainfall is
deficient. The tenants estimate of last year’s outturn is low as
they say the wheat was much damaged by rust.

The..cost of maintenance.—Here, as usual,- the individual
tenant’s estimate of expenditure on food and clothing 'varies
according to the size ‘of his family and his status .in life. The
standard of living is higher than in the Chhattisgarh rice’ tracts,
and the average expenditure of any ordinary family’ of ‘5 on food
an(il clothing here is equivalent to about Rs. 225 per annum in
cash. , i

Non-agricultural income.—Thére is a keen demand for labour
in this tract and in" addition to agricultural labour, small tenants
and the labourers of the village earn a regular income from carting
on the Balaghat-Lalburra road; while several are employed in the
maintenance gangs ‘on-the Public Works Department road.

The average incqme per tenant from non-agticuttural sources
is over Rs. 40 according to their own statements.

‘Debts.—In a prosperous and secure, rice tract like this heavy
debts would not be expected. after a succession of good years.

There are 6 co-sharers in the-villager Al are Kalars. Their
total debts amount to Rs. 2,080. Of this Rs. 1,275 is due from
Saduram, who does money-lending to: the:extent of his borrow-
ings. He is therefore not really indebted. The balance of Rs. 905
is due from the remaining: 5:co-sharers. who -own shares in other
villages and are otherwise well to, do. Of the 37 tenants; 19 are
indebted and 18 are free from debt. Their total cash ‘and grain
debts amount to.Rs. 3,519 or Rs. 95 per tenant or Rs. 185 per
indebted tenant. Of the 19 indebted tenanfs, the following are
heavily indebted :— B S

: : : o " Ra.

1. Adku Gond (9:13 acres at Rs. 168y ... C e 500
2. Ladku Gond (892 acres at Rs. 13-8) ... .. - 438
3. Musst: Girja (11'77 scres at Ra"12), ... .. 465
4. Janu (955 acres at R& 16):. '~ . .4 - . 360
" Total (39-37 acres at Rs. 58) ... 1760

50 per cent of the total debt is due from the above four
tenants. If we exelude them, the.total tenancy debt comes to
Rs. 1,759 or Rs. 116 per indebted .tenant or Rs. 5 per acre of
their land or 5 times their rent. The average price of rice land
here is said to be Rs. 100 per acre and of wheat land Rs. 75 per
acre. The debt therefore represents not more than 6 per eent of

the value of land. '
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The sources from which they borrow are—.

<l ) Rl.
1, Mahajan = . . .. 8,871
2. Malguzar . : .. 1,642

bel Thé purposes for which - debts were taken are enumerated
elow : —

Rs.

1. Payment of old debt - : T - 533
2. Marriage and ceremonlals v 959

. 3. Seed and bullocka .. 939
4. Landi improvement i .. 1,088

About 30 per cent is for unproductlve purposes and 70 per
cent for productwe purposes.

Rate of interest is 24 per‘ cent. For seasonal loans 38 per
cent is commonly charged for six months which in fact works out
to 76 per cent.

Only one tenant is literate. Evidently they do not under-
stands accounts and are at the mercy of their sowkars.

Marketing —People have no difficulty about marketing their
crops. Traders from Balaghat, Tumsar and Gondia purchase and
pay a fair price. People reserve their annual requirements and
only sell the surplus.

Occupancy tenants want transferable rights. Malguzars
oppose this on the ground that the tenants will lose their lands.
But the entries in the village papers disprove this statement.
During the last ten years only 5.25 acres absolute-occupancy land
was sold, while during the same period 40 acres of occupancy
land chanﬁed hands. No. malik-makbuza land was sold. This
goes to dlsprove the theory that if -occupancy tenants get trans-
ferable rights, they will become extravagant and lose their lands.

Taccavi is not advanced here and is not required.

Tt seems strange, however, that there is no co-operative credit
society. There is ample scope for the movement here.

Fromithe volunta? statements of the cultivators it appears
that they have gold and silver worth Rs. 2,743

The following statement w1ll show the distribution of the
village holdmgs — _

Below From. From |From |Ftom | From| From|Above|
Village. 5 | 6—10{11—15/1°—20}21—25[26—30[31—40, 40 |(Total.

lacres. |acres. |acres, [acres. |acre a.[ acres.| acres.! acres.
] Sy R B

1 o2t 3 4V 56| 1 8| 9] 10

Miregaon W 1220 60 30 1) .| .| 2| 3
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. APPENDIX E-XLIL
WHEAT ZONE.;
. KARMETHA, "TAHSIL. ‘AND’ DISTRICT' JUBBULPORE.:

A village of 1,020 acres on the Damoh-Jubbulpore road, S

miles from Jubbulpore town, typical. of the ordinary wheat haveli.
- villages of the Jubbulpore district. - o,

The ‘soil is a_heavy clay merging into rich clay loam. The
general position is level and about half of the area is well em-
banked,: The total occupied .area is 872 acres, while 115 acres are
held in malik-makbuza rigsht on Rs. 142 rent and 579 acres in
tenancy right ‘on' a -rental of Rs. 2,037, the average paymernt per
-acre for malik-makbuza .and tenancy land being a little; over
Rs. -3 per-acre. The home-farm covers 178 acres. - The total’
kamil-jama is :Rs. '1,468-4-0, but some _of the land is -held .in
muaft at present. o R .

In ordinary years the area under. birra, i.e., mixed wheat and
gram, is about 600 acres, whilé 60 or 70 acres are double-cropped
. with rice and. other kharif crops. . We visited this village on two
occasions, the second occasion ‘being "at the harvest timeé. The
crop this year in this village is in good condition, although for
the two previous years it has. been very seriously damaged by
rust and frost.

Cost and profits of agriculture—The cultivators state that
they expended 120 Ibs. per acre in seed for birra (mixed wheat
and gram). This includes certain expenditure, which is made in
grain at the time of sowing. They state that the harvesting or
cutting of the crops is done on contract by “‘chaituas” or agri-
cultural labourers, who come at the time of harvest to the
haveli from the hilly tracts ‘of the surrounding districts. They
state that payment is made in kind out of the crop. when cut,
and that thé payments to the barber, carpenter, lohar, .chamar,
etc., are also paid in the same way out of the crop as it is cut
and threshed. They state that they are satisfied if they get from
4 to 5 times the seed when they measure the outturn after making
these payments. In the present year they state that ‘the crop
varies from 5 to 6 times. Five times the amount of séed sown
would be 600 Ibs. per acre, and this is a satisfactory ‘outturn
after the-cost of harvesting and the payments to the village
servants, et¢., ‘have been deducted. The other expenses of an
ordinary holding of 15 acres according to the cropping in this
village would be, when the cultivator works himself in his
fields:— L

Rs.

. - a.p.
Capital depreciation on cost of bullocks Rs. 160-8-0- ... .20 0 ,:)
{Cost of seed)— ; . ’

Dhan 10 kuros- ... . 300
Birra 18 matnda ... : iy w 90 00
Masur 5 kuros ... e 2 8 0.
Alsi 3kuros” ~ .. Ce 1 8¢
Repaire to embankments, say 500
Implements Sl pe L ieews .« -3.0.0
Bullocks® feed in ploughing“season ... : w 12070
© Totdl. . . 1370 @

i.e.,peracre  u. 90

28
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In addition; ‘there’is the fent Rs. 3 per acre—

Total Rs. 12 per acre.

The -outturn would be in a normal year—

‘Birsa’ ; e
Masur ’
Alsi ot C

~Dhan . . ..,

" Total

Rs.

517 br Rs. 34:8 per acre.

I't{ this case the payments in kind made out of the crop have
“niot Been shown either on the debit or credit side, the net-crop
‘gutturn’ after’ these deductions have been made bemg calculated.

Néf “profit Rs. 22-8-0 per acre’ after- paying rent or Rs. 25-8-0

. excludmg rent.

- We glve below-the estimate of Dadai,. Brahman who | holds
\19.51 acres: of land on-Rs. 60-8-0 rent;. ag typical of the cost of
',oultlvatxon in.. thts vallage when carned out entlrely by hired

labour —
Seed.

Dhan 10 kuros;
Birra 24 maunds.

asuf' 5 kuros -
Alsi'3 kiiros. :

Total

o : . Labour.
Sowing. ... )
Clearing . e
. Repair of embankments
Kuntai: -

Carpenter ...
Lohae . ...
Masking threshmg ground
Village ahir e
" Harwahd .
‘Chamas ...

Grazing fee - .
Implements -
-Bulocks and feed: . -
Rent

Total

Total expense

of which-Rs. 6780 are actually pald in
Rs. 60-8-0 are rent.

while-- beins- harvested and
items, he-epends Rs; 218 or about Rs.

[X] -
- ¥ Y
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_grain out of the crop
Excluding these
11 per acre, rent being
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b, s - . - . 9
s ast -over Rs. :3 per: a¢re-in addition. - As:he payments made in-
ﬁ:tdﬁare»dgdncted ifrom) the gross.outturn, 'they: shonbdu- not 2be1 ‘
again included here. ' .

. Owtput aftermaking the paymentszin kind noted.on the .
T - sexpenditure side.

S “Re. 1a.5p.:
han'5 khandis st Re.:6 _ . 2 43040 0.
c ‘girr:a 120 maunds.at Rs. & .. .. 600 °0 0
- Masur 3 khandis 8t Rs; 10 . e 7300 0
Alsi 13 khandis.at i Rs110 ' . e ! s «lS; ’Oi"_ﬂ
Total gross income .. 675 0 0
N Lpss expenses-and rent R 278‘ 6 9

C zNetincome .. 398 0 0
or Rs. 20 per acre after paying rent or Rs. 23 excluding. rent.

He says that when his father died seven years ago he owed
Rs. 400. The year before last at this, except Rs. 40, had been
repaid. On account -of the crop failures of the lasttwo yeary
and of ithe loan for agticultural expenses:taken this year, he says
he now owes Rs. 699. , o

We have converted the payments made in grain into their
cash equivalents. ‘. : Lo

The cultivators acgept this as a fair éestimate of expenditure.
Although they are able to give the estimate of the payments
which they make-in kind :to the wufters. and. .village: .servants,
etc., they really estimate the “gross” outturn on the threshing
floor after deducting ‘these payments. These payinents are ‘thade
from day to day eut.of the grain as:it is brought in.and threshed
and the outturn can only be measured after the threshing oper-
ations have been.completed, i.e., after these interim’deductions.
have been made for payment to individual persons.

Dadai, .Brahman, also has a number: of ¢ows and she:buffaloes
and gets ‘a regular incomeé from milk and actually ‘does ‘net
purchase plough-cattle, but breeds them himself. -He -says he’
pays Rs. 36 to a grazier per year; but this is for tending his 'non-
.agricultural cattle and should ‘not be included in the costs of
cultivation. -~ . :

Cost of maintenance.—The tenants’ individual . estimates as:
to. the. cost of food, and. clothing vary as usual. They. said those:
who could afford to.do it consumed a ¢ertain amount of .ghee-wit' h
their food and. the' poorer people used oil instead. We ha ye:
calculated from:their statements the following estimates i+

. The ordinary expenditure on the food and: clothing o’;-an
average family of S persons comes to Rs. 240. . This includes *some
surplus grain for.feeding guests, etc., on certain occasions. "A ssum-
ing that the-average net oufturm per acre’ here i§ Rs. 23; it “would
appear -that -an -ordinary family. of 5 persotis ‘would re qisire’a
halding of at least 10 acres-to support them if they had - 116 otheér
sources of livelihood. :As. z matter .of fact, owing to t'ne proxi-
mity -of this village to'.Jubbulpore town, tmany of t}:e tenants -
obtain .employment at headquarters as casual labotrey s, servatits,
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etc. They also stated. that there was a good trade in the sale of
n'li}ké and thereé are altogether 83 cows and 57 she-buffaloes in the:
village. T e
- The average income per household from these sources, as
stated by. cultivators, .comes-to.Rs. 60.. But even then. it ‘would
seem that the net income must be considerably greater, having
regard to the size of holdings. i

Indebtedness—~There are in the village 61 cultivators of whom

26 havé holdings of less than 5 acres.. The following statement
shows the size of holdings and amount of debts:— ... .

Siseoibolding. | o1 | Namber | Amatt il

] tenants. _

L 1 2| ] y s
L ?Rs. a. p. ' Rl..
Below Lecre W1 1] moop 2
110 Iess than § scres - 2 21| 3,08 6 0 146
5 to les ‘b 10 acres N ! 11| 1608 0 0] 146
10 to less than 15 acies . .. 5 5| 1682 4 0 33

1510 less than 25 acres .| 9 7| 2871014 0 40
25 to less than 50 acres’ . 5 5| 213 o0 0 427
50 to less than 100 acres .>2 2 845 0 6 442

__The rate of interest does not seem to vary as between a large
and a small tenant. Thus Dadai (No..39 in A form), who holds .
19.51 acres and has a total debt of Rs. 699, has to pay 24 per cent

_on Rs. 450, although parts of his holding are in sir-and malik-
makbuza rights; while ‘Mullo (No. 52), with a "holding of 1.34
cres and no income from other sources, has to pay 18 per cent
n Rs. 30; and Rajaram- (No. 53), with a halding of 8.14 acres in
otcupancy right with- a debt of Rs, 413, has to pay a maximum
rate of interest of 12 per cent.. ‘The usual rate of interest is from
12 to 24 per cent. If we calculate it on an average of 18 per cent,
the \total interest ‘'on Rs. 12,251 comes to Rs. 2,205, while the
total\rental demand is Rs, 2,179. - The tenants and malguzars
-stated\that they borrowed money from Jubbulpore when required.
On. mértgages for darger sums of 10 annas per cent per month is
_charged\and on smaller sums it is up to. Re. 1 per cent per month.
The occupancy .tenants who have no right of mortgage, have to
pay 25 per. cent per year. The tenants said that their condition
" could only improve if they were given rights of mortgage and
transfer. Rhe malguzars were, however, of opinion that if such
rigshts were\given, the tenants would lose much of their land.
and the malguzars would lose much in nazrana. They say for




21

current agricultural needs-they generally ‘borrow at the beginning
of the agricultural season and in the years of good harvest they
pay back practically the whole of it.

The total debt in this village is Rs. 12,25180. This amount
includes a grain debt of 141 maunds 2} seers, worth Rs. 846-8-0.

" As grain debts when not paid back’ at harvest are converted into
cash debts, quite an- appreciable part of the total debt must have
been originally grain debts. The-average debt per head of culti-
vators is Rs. 200, and that per head of indebted. cultivators is

The. average. value of land here is Rs. 100 per acre, so that
debts represent about 20 per cent of the value of the land held.

. The sources and purposes of debt- can ‘be -seen -from " the

following tables :—

Sources. .
B Rs. .2, p.
Governmend  ...° : Ted .. 3651 8 -0
Malguzar .- -~ = . 226 0,0
Sowcar .- e - 8314 0 0
“Total .. 12,251 8 0

. .Purposes. ’ .
Seed - ) . 4902 0,0
Bullocks L eee 706 0 O
Land improvement, etc. oe 1,280 0 O
Famine and other distress’ . . 2,002 00
Rental srrears. ... . . -5 00
Maerriage, ete, ... . . 3051 0 0O
Old debt e e 254 0 0
. < Total ..12,251 8 0

Deducting the old debt of Rs. 254-8-0,. the: purpose of which .
cannot be determined, we get a debt of about Rs. 12,000, of which
Rs. 6,944 may be classed as productive, viz., those for seed, land
improvement, bullocks and rent, i.e., about 58 per eent.  This
village has suffered from the recent ¢rop failures and this accounts
for the large percentage of unproductive debt, and loans from.
Government and the large debt per acre.

From the voluntary statements -of the cultivators it appears
that they have gold and silver-worth Rs. 5,887. o o

The following statement .will. show the. distribution of the:
village holdings : — . g

. T
: Below| From| From From From From" From Above .
Village. ‘5 | 6—1011 -1516—2021—25[26—3031—40; 40 (Total.
acres.| acres.| acres. acres.! acres.| acres.] acres.! acres.|
1 721 3| ¢ s 6| 7| 8| 9| w0
Karmetha | 6| 4 s 2| 2 ,6’ 47 6l
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-APPENDIX E-XLIL .
) - WHEAT ZONE. -
BARGI, TAHSIL SIHORA, DISTRICT JUBBULPORE." :

A fairly big village, about 5 miles from Sihora on' the Sihora:

atni road. "The total occupied area is 1,316 acres with the =
land revenue demand of ‘Rs." 1,330, the rental collections being
Re. 2,519. There-are 219 houses with a_population of 1,043. 1t
is ,predominantly a Brahman village. “lhere are .35 co-sharers-
in'the village and they all are Brahmans. More than .half
the croppéd area is with the Brahman tenants. As Brahmans
are prohibited by their religion to :hold the:plough;-they have
to employ -paid: labour for all agricultural operations.and hence
their cost ot cultivation is higher than that ot pther gommunities.
But they make more from priesthood than they spend on labaur.
Small cultivators of other classes: work for them for wages and
thus supplement their income. Many persons ply- carts tor hire
and trade inm:ghee. Thus the admitted non-agricultuzal .income
of the wvillage-is Rs. 15,760." ' -

Principal crops- of the village are wheat (602 acres), rice
(386 acres) and. pisi (64 acres). 262 acres are under double crops.
Average value of the land is said to be Rs. 50 per acre and the
subletting value Rs. 7 per acre. But it is said that in-normal
times prices are much higher. o

"Mr. K. P. Pande, M.A,, LL.B, M.L.C., Governor of the Central
Piovinces Co-operative Federation, was, present .at.the. enquiry
and helped..us to find out the correct facts*about.the economic
life of the people. 'He has started an uplift centre. in the village
which is doing very good work. A night scheol with 22 -adult
students is heing run by the uplift society, which also maintains
a circulating library. There are two co-operative societies in the
viilage with 79 emhbers. The co-operative bank is taking a
lively. interest in -propigan,da work and holds rallies every month
apd ,prfgmizcs Jmagic lantern lectures on co-operative and agri-
cultural subjects wath a view to popularise improved methods of

- agricylture.” 300 acre$ of land is under. improved seed. There
-are 9 iron ploughs and 10 manure pits in the village. =

Finance.—The villagers borrow from Government, co-opera-
tive bank and the Khetola sowkars. Common rate of interest
for personal loans-is Rs, 2 per cent per month and for mortgage
loans Re. 1. Taccavi is not popular as it is not given in time
and for all purposes. People are against: the conferral of the
right of transfer unless simultaneous arrangements are made to
free them from debts. o ;

. Debts.—The total cash and grain debt is Rs. 42,816, of which
Rs. 17,482, i.e.; Rs. 41 per cent, is secured and the rest (Rs. 59
per cent) “is unsecured.: The sources and the'purposes for which
this debt was incurred are shown below :— .

Sources.
X : : - Rs. a. p.
1. Government _ . . : w 2582 7 0
2. Co-operative e . e 10,712 2 3
4. Landlord... - e . 504 0 O
3. Mahajan .. ] . 29,018 0.0

Total .. 42816 9 3.
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: Iurpases. u

‘Rs: a. -p.

1. Repayment ‘of earlier debt . e 9,457 0. B

-2, Marriage and other ceremanialy C e 9,157 0@
3. Famine or other distress . - ... e 16,346 0. 0

4. Arrears of .rent or land revenue, Tl e .. 39.0:0

5, .Purchase of seed and manure - .. 11,070 7 0.
6. "Purchase of improved implements . 2,702. 0.0
7! ' Purchase of-land or 10 bnng fallow’ land under 3, 902 0°0

cultivation;, - : L
8u. Smlungnf wells. - -, .o ke, 00125700

——————

Totnl e 42,816°770

o Deductlng Rs 9457 (eather debts) the purpose - of which

is not kmownh, it'can be said ‘that’Rs, 4§ per _cent was. taken for

’mxproductlve and Rs. 52 per cent for- productlve purposes. .
“There are 92, tenants ‘and 35’ co:sharers-in the village. The

35 co-sharers are indebted to the extent of Rs:32,776:6-0 or Rs: 936
per head. These persons hold shares and lands in other villages,
and their assets’ are much |arger 'than thelr hablhtles. Of the
tenants 14 are free from debt.

' Tenants’- debts amount to -Rs. 10, 040 or Rs. 109 per head.
They' hold 524 acres of land in_this v1llage at Rs. 953-13-0. rental,
and 10k acres at Rs. 223 in other villages. Thus the total land
in possession of the tenants-is 625 acres at Rs. 1;176-13-0.

Cost .of cultivation.—An idea of the cost and’ proﬁfs of ¢ul-
tivation can bé had from the following statements —
Dadiramh, Brahman (14-20 acres at Rs. 30),

B . 1 "

'1servant for 3 months at Rs; Sa month . 15' 0 I’O.s
2 khandis.grain for cutting 0 0
.Threshing . e 12 00
5 kuros blacksmith ... . o
5 kuros carpenter 3 500
S kuros shoemaker ...} *
Kotwar’s dues ... I 6 0.
Tmplements . . 3.00
.Bullocks *+ . . : . 10 0.0
Rent o : ane 30 0 0
N o e —f—i
* Total . 102°6 0.
.Seed 8 khandis rabi (wheat) e 104 0 0
- Kharif: seed 10 kurol paddy . - 4 Q 0
210 6 0 :
.or 15 0 0 per acre mcludmg
- thereat :
Out‘turﬁ. - v
; Rs.
Wheat 4 fiies the veed 32 khandxs : T 4167 .
Rice 10 mnen che seed .. : w40

: i T . Total ... 456
Quttum prmlno: cropl has b,ee,u ignored.. , . T
: R ares
456
210:

246 or Rs. 18 per acre.uet; when culuvatwn igt done entirely by
hired labour, - -
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From Judhia Kori’s statement it will appear that he gets
Rs. 23 net per acre. o : L

Even if-we take the average net profits from agriculture at
Rs. 20 per acre,.even this the annual net agricultural .income
of the tenants comes to Rs. 12,500 or Rs. 2,500 more. than-the
total debt. ‘To this agricultural income must be added  the
admitted income of Rs. 15,760 from non-agricultural sources. It
is of great interest to note that according to the villagers them-
selves thé non-agricultural income exceeds the -net income from
agriculture, but the agricultural income may possibly have been
considerably under-estimated as a result of recent. crop failures.
4 times the seed "gross for wheat is a very low outturn as is
explained in the note”on Karmetha. Here too- the payments in
kind are shown on the expenditure side. Looking to the depres-
sing revenue history of the village for the last three years, debts
arg, if anything, less. than might be expected. -~ .. »
. There are two co-operative Societies in. the village with .a
total membership of 79. Financial position of these societies
"is as below : — o

I.—Members 32. .

. - i Rs. a. p. -~
Cash loans e v 372413 6. -
‘Grain loans . -~ o .. 1,420 14 3:
Bad debts .. 653 0 O -
L Total .. 579811 9
_Reserve fund ... - L13112 .3
‘1L.—Members 47. This society is under liquidation. | m————
Cash loans e S e 4245 7 0
.Grain loans e . 1,81011 6
Bad debts * ... . . 180 0 0
' ' Total .. 7916 2 6
Reserve fund ... : 1,870 15 6

Deducting the amount of the reserve funds the net debt due
from these societies is Rs. 10,712-2-3. Outside debt due from
the members is Rs. 13,769-6-0. Total debt thus comes to
Rs. 24,481-8-3 or Rs. 322 per member or Rs. 480 per indebted
member. This accounts for most of the tenants’ debts in the
village. It will thus appear that the members of these societies
have borrowed freely from all sources and therefore are more
heavily indebted than ‘others. Experience here is that societies
~ with a.large membership do not succeed for want of proper

control. ' ' :

Marketins —The grain grown in the village is mostly sold in
the village. . The difference in the village and Khitola market rate
is about three-fourths of a seer per rupee. People, therefore, do
not find it profitable to take their grain to the market. Culti-
vators retain sufficient for their needs, including seed, and then
sell the surplus. _

he financing of long-term loans is in any case not the pro-
per function of the co-operative credit sdciety. -A land mortgage
bank could do much’ good here as-¢lsewhere throughout the
wheat zone. ’
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Frori; the volﬁnthry”stateméhts of the cultivators it appears
that they have gold and silver worth Rs. 4,059: v ‘ _

The following ‘statement' will show the distribution of the
-village holdings : — ' )

PR S

' . |Below From From[ From| From| From FfomlAbdv )
Village. § 6—1011—1516—20[21—2526 30,31—40| 40 Total.

acres.’ acres.| acres.! acres.| acres] acres.| acres.| acres.f’
1 12_3_415678,;»10
Bargi 4a] 16 -19' 6/ 1f 1f .| .| 9
STATEMENT.

Dadi Ram Brahman— .

I own land in this and Umariya village. I own-in all 14.22
acres at Rs. 30. I own 2 bullocks which I purchased last year
for Rs. 60. -They may work for another year. Bullocks and other
cattle ‘die heré of cattle disease almost every year. This village
is on the main road, Cattle dealers from Rewa pass with heads
of cattle through the village infecting our cattle. Last year we
had small-pox, year before we had foot-and-mouth disease, year
before_that cattle died of “ghatsarp””. So the working life is
not more than three years :—

S Re.
1 servant for 3 months at Rs. S per month ... 15
2 kbandis grain for cutting ... . 26
‘Threshing . 12

a, p.
Q0
00
00
5 kuros blacksmith
S kuros carpenter a.-} S§00
S kuros shocmaker-
Kotwar dues . 160
Rent : .. 3000
Bullocks ... .- .. 10 0 0
Implements w3700
Total ... 102 6-7) 3
Seed 8 khandis s 104 0 0
Seed 10 kuros paddy e . 4 00

Total expenses ... 210 6 O

. Outturn.
4 times 32 khandis x13 .. 416 0 O
Rice 10 times .. 40 0 O
Gross income . —256 0¢
Cost ... 207 6 0

Total .. 24810 0

or 18 0 0 peracre.
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have 7 adults to_support.. I. requi. e Re' 1-8-0 a day for
 foodins 55 12=Re. 540 S _

'} owe Rs. 300 to the bank and 750 to the maha]an. 1 had
borrowed Rs. 500 for marriages of my two sons and to purchase
a pair of bullock at Rs. 2 per cent four years back. I paid in-
terest for one year, i.e., Rs. 120. I borrowed Rs. 60 to pay the
interest. 1 paid Rs. 60 from' . my pocket.” -

NoTE. —-The witness has exaggeratcd his domestic expenses.

Subletting value is Rs. 6 to Rs 7 an_acre.

Judhia, Kori—

I own (12 acres of land) 7 khandi wheat and 1 khandi rice
{and. T have 3 bullocks, one bullock having died in March last.
It died of oldage. I never purchased these bullocks They were
born to my cows:— ’

o Rs. a. p.
1 servant for 2 months - s 16 00
7 khandis seed wheat .. 1050 0
. 1 khondi sced paddy .. 800
2 knandis wheat of weedmg. cuttmg. ete. w 30 00
& kuros badhai z . .
5 kuros lohar- 500
2% kuros chamar ¥ T
Rent . .. 3040
. Kotwar ... - 1 80
" Total ... 19512 0
. oultuﬂl:
7 times the secd of dhan, i.e., 7 khandis .. 56 00
4 times the seed of wheat, i.ev; 28 kbandis = ... *420 0.0
Total .. 476 0 0O
Expenses .. 19512 0
Netprofit .. 280 4 0 -

“r 23 0. 0 per acre.

I have. 5 chlldren ‘and 2 adults to support. 1 require 3§ seers,
about one khandi a month, i.e., Rs. 144 per year. Half a khandi
for chilles, salt, oil, etc. Rs. 48 a year equals Rs. 192 plus cloth-
ing Rs. 33: in all Rs. 227.

I owe Rs. 64 to Government and Rs. 60 to mahajan. I had
borrowed Rs. 60 three years back at Rs. 2. I pay the interest re~
gularly. " Thus I owe Rs, 60
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" |APPENDIX Exﬂm
. - WHEAT ZONE. :
LAKHAKHERA, TAHSIL K4TNI-MURWARA, - DISTRICE JUBBULPORE

This is a village in- Katni tahsil of Jubbulpore ‘district. The
Government revenue, demand is Rs. 230 and the total rerital
demand -is Rs. 422: fI‘ he - kists -are- 12 annas kharif -and 4: hnnas
rabi; The area “under -cultivation” is' 782 acres and -the: total
¢ropped area in1927-28 ‘wai-46] acres: Average rent 9-annds per
acre. .

o "-Croppm‘g;

161 sores are underdhan. o

45 acres are under gram. |
83 scres are under linseed and, grnm,
" 76 acres are double cropped. .
There are 53 tenants in. the Vﬂlage, of : these qulte a farde
roportion are teally labourers.’ “Thus thefe are nine tenants who
ﬂ d only fractions of an acré of land and seven tenants who
hold less than 5 acrés.

iy
il

Siwotboding, | "ol Numbey | Amommat | i3
: : :“‘g :gi)_&qbted.
1 2 3 4 5

Rs. Rs. a. pv

Below 1 acre’ 9 5 8| 1690
1to Sacres ‘ 73 6 286 4710 0
51010 acres 5| 3 47| 4@ oo
10 t0 15 acres- | 5 51 | Hoo
15te25 acres. 15 15 261| 18 0 0
25 to 50 acres - ) 8 ) 7‘,‘ . f7.85 .i 255 0.9
i “'J 2} ‘ 85| 1578 0

The rate of mterest does not seem to vary as. between a, large
and a small tenant. Thus the rate of interest that Dihia Bhuma,
with a holding of .14 acre of land, has to pay is the same as
Mihilal, Kalar, with a holding of 52 88 acres. The difference is
in the amount he can borrow. - This is not surpnsing’ 4s’ t{he trans-
ferable area is only 1.44 acre in this village.

On being asked if _they want the right to transfef' ihbit land,
the ‘tenants answered in the affirmative. On being warred that
this. might mean that they would lose their-land and; that land
might pass inta. ‘the hands of the money-lendes, they said that
even-as- it was, a hopelessly indebted tenant Jost his land, only
he did nog get the filF value for it, part of it going to the mal-
guzar, while, if they had rights of transfer they could get full
value for their land.
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They say the rate of - interest is bound to come down when
the right to transfer their land is conceded to them. The village
sowkar on being asked was honest enough to admit that he would
not lower. the interestrate unless. hewas forced by competition
to do so;, :The rate of mterest in this village is about 19 per cent
per. annum, .

..The total. debt in thxs village both cash and grain comes to

s.),S 560, i.e., Rs. 7 per acre or Rs. 6 if land also held in other
villages .is mclu.ded .and Rs. 105 per tenant and Rs. 129.3 per
indebted tenant.

The total debt of the 16 members of the co-operative soc1ety
is Rs. 3,990. Of this, only Rs. 1,283, i.e., less than one-third is
due to the bank and a little more than two-thirds to. other
sources. The indebtedness per head among members of the
society is .Rs. 249.4 . per head and that among non-members is
Rs}.1 58.1. ‘'As’ ixsual, soc1ety members _are more indebted than
‘'others.

bl "Sources and” purposes ‘of debt can be seen from the: followmg
table :—

Sources.
T o . . " Rs. a. p.
" Government St L 318 0 0
" Co-operatvie Bank v T 1,288 0 0
Malguzar 345 0 8

Mahajan 3,609 12
: ' ‘ Total .. 556012 0

N o Purposes.
i i Rs. a. p.
- Seed T : 318 0 0
Bullocks . 873 0 0
" Land purchase : 30 0 0
Agricultural expenses 322212 0
Rentsl arrears [ 345. 00 O
Marriage, etc. 472 0 0
‘ ' Total .. 556012 0

S

, Of the total debt therefore we may say 13.2 per cent is un-
productlve and 86.8 per cent productive.

€ © Profits of agriculture—Girdhari, Kalar, holds 23.62 acres of
land for which he pays a rent of Rs. 7-10.  He gives the follow-
mg estlmate He o B

'

Expenses seed.

. ’ o . Rs. a. p.
Dhan 3 khandis ~ L 12 0 0
Kodon 12 kuros : o e 270
Kutki 2 kuros : e bee 013 0
Tilli 1 kuro . N . 050
1Urad 6 pailies . . PO . - 012 ¢
‘Wheat 10 kuros , " e ses 4 00
.Gram 1 khandi: L. : : e 4 0 3

LmseedS kuros - - ; S e 112
A ‘ ’ . Total - 26 1

>




Wages. D

Rs. a. p.
Ploughmsn 4 months - - ‘.- 14/ 8::0
Villageggrazier o o i 480
Weeding kodon 4 khandis-, . W '7.0.0
Transplantation of rice i5: 4.0
Harvesting of rice o em . ey ‘_5; 00
Harvesting of kodon RO :_.'_., Yo ‘812 -0,
Watching IR A
Threshing . e 200
Lohar (3 ploughs) 280
Carpenter e 52,80
Chamar 00

PRI W

Total

Capital depreciation
4 bullocks Rs. 120, 6 years ’

3 ploughs
.2 bakhars.
Kodali . .
Sabal ot
iHasia . . .
,Bakia’ .
Total
Total :expenfes.
Seed*
Wages .
Capital -
Rent. . w
Kptwar L et
Total ‘
Gross.income,
Dhan 30 khandis x Ras. 4 s
Kodon 24 khandis x Rs. 4
Kutki 4 khandis x Rs. 4
Tilli 13 khandi x Re. T
Urad 2 khandis x Rs. 8 ]
Wheat 2 khardis x Rs. 8 .. .,
Alsi 23 khandis x Rs. 7 e
Gram 4 k.handis X Rs. 8 .
Tomle
Less expenses ...
-

About Ra. 8 per acre.
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Net profit, excluding rent, is #bout Rs. 9 per acre.

valued,
which is not cropped at all.”
area per acre is considerably higher.

The ance of agricultural produce has, however, been “under-
here is.a considerable area of fallow in this holdm&
The net profit on the actual croppe

Dwarka, Mahara, holds 16.35 acres for which he pays

Rs. 9-5-0 as rent :—
v Expenses (seed).

Kodon 10 kuros i
Dhan 2 khandis..
Kutki 1 kuro
Urad Lkuro ..

Till § kuro
Maize § kuro ... -l
Gram 10 kuros... .
Linseed 3 kuros

Wages.
Trnnsplannahon and weeding of kodon
Hnrvesnng
"Threshing
Village grazler
“Lobat .
Curpenter
Chamar - e
s Total
) Capital déprecl'ation.
2he-buffaloes .. ...;
- 2 he-buffaloes feed
2 ploughs aee .
2 ﬁakhm .
Kodali Taest
Sabal -
Hasia P
LAzxe b o
Bakia . Do
Totals
Total expenses. - ~
Seed e -
"~ Wages — e
Cap:tnl depreclauon'
- Rent .
Kotwar B Tene

Total

Total

« & % .
PRI B
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. - Grass ifcomd e

. s. a. p.
Kodon 15 khandis S el . 60 00
Dhan 20 khandis e - 80 0 0
Kutki 1 khandi. -~ e S 4.0 0
Urad 15 kuros ... .6-0 -0
Tilli 15 khandis - : 10500
Maize 1 khandi , : e i Wl 60 "0
Gram 2 khandis ., . L e ) e 160 0
Linseed 1 khandi . o ¢ e 7 00
: : Total .. 284 00
Less expenses: e ' 60 0 0
B 224 0 a

) "14 0 0

per acre.

Here too there is some fallow land in th¢ holding..

Most people here work in their own fields. 'Costs of culti-
vation are low and are mostly paid in kind. Outturns, however,
" vary very greatly from year to year.

We can safely take the alb round ‘average profits at Rs. 10
per acre of occupied area.

It must also be femembered that the cultivators i in this v111age
have a large income from other sources. , The' total income from

other sources alleged by them comes to. Rs. 6,423 or about Rs. 121
per family.

The estimates of the cost of maintenance here vary as usual.

Kfogon, kutki and mahua which abounds are important. articles
of diet

The average family does. not spend: in- grain and cash’ more
than Rs. 200 per annum for food and colthing. The ordinary
holding of the genuine cultivator, excluding the nominal tenants,
ic about 15 acres. The subs:dlary income shows how cultivators
support themselves without, cultivating more land. In spite of
the many petty holdings, debts are. not due to-uneconomic- hold-
ings. early all the debt, such as it is, -is- on. the holdings of
15 acres and above.. Cattle-breedmg, mahua-picking, extraction

and carting of fuel and fimber, ghee, etc., etc., are the main Sources
of subsidiary income.

From the voluntary statements of the cultivators it appears
that they have gold and silver worth Rs: 2,542.

The: following statement wnll show th’e dlstrlbutlon of the
village holdmgs*—-l A

T

Below From| ¥rom| From| From| From| From|Above].
Village.? | § *|6~10{11=15/16—20[21-—25(26 30{31—40( 40 {Total.
'+ |acres.|acres. acres.| acres.| acres.| acres.| acres.| acres.

— v ey g

— - i

SRR TR B Bl e e MO R BCR T

Lakbakbers ... 18] 3| 6] 10| 7'3"[_‘: 2" 3| 7| s
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APPENDIX ‘E-XLIV.
WHEAT ZONE.

GADAGHAT, TAHSIL PATAN, DISTRICT JUBBULPORE. -

Gadaghat is a large kanthar village of 2,306 acres, situated
on the Hiran river near the main road, 2 miles from Patan.
The village belongs to the family of Thakur Vishwanath Singh,
who, according to the Settlement Officer in 1912, was then
renowned for oppression and exactions. The Settlement Officer
noted that the malguzars had persistently forced rents up en-
couraging arrears, obtaining surrenders and then letting out the
land again on enhanced rents. At settlement, therefore, there
was' no” enhancement of rents. The village is typical of the
kanthar semi-riverain tract.

It came under the management of the Court of Wards in

the year 1916. L o o . -
. The total population ;of' the village is 552 persons. There
‘is no sir or khudkasht land. in the village. The total occupied’
area is 1,554 acres, held .in occupancy right on.Rs. 4,692 rent,
on an average of over Rs. 4 per acre. 247 acres were sublet in
the current year for Rs. 1,963 .on an average rate of about Rs. 8§
‘per acré.’” The principal crops at present are gram and birra
{wheat and gram. mixture) and juar, gram covering nearly half
:the total cropped area and wheat about two-fifths. .
Average value of lanq in the village as stated by the villagers
s as follows:=—= =~ " o
Wheat [and from Rs. 50 to Rs. 60 per acre.

Gram land from Rs. 40 toRs. 60 per acre.
Other land from Rs. 25 to Rs; 50 per acre.

‘The all round averageé value of land here would be between

Rs. 50 and Rs. 60 per acre..

Cost of ¢ultivation.—According to the.statement of tenants
themselves, the total cost of “cultivating 1,354 acres, including
seed, capital, depreciation ‘on bullocks and wages comes to
Rs. 7,756 only oria little under Rs. 6 per acre. There are in
all 43 tenants, the average holding being about 32 acres. But
these 43 tenants have in their families 85 males, 92 fernale adults
and 153 children: total 330 persons. Most of these, excluding
the Brahmans, work in their own' fields employing only the
minimum hired agricultural labour. Dhimars and Malahs, who
are practically the same caste, predominate among the tenants,
although there are a few Brahmans with big holdings, some of
whom are also. money-lenders, The value of the gross estimated
outturn according to_the. individual statements of the tenants
themselves comes to'Rs. 23,940, or Rs. 18 per acre, as shown in
Statement A. But these estimates are admittedly for the out-
turns of the last two years when most crops suffered very severely.
* The normal outturn would be at least 25 per cent more or say
Rs. 22 to Rs. 23 per acre. This is the price of about 400 Ibs.
of wheat or about 500 lbs; of gram: which is. much below the
district normal outturn. :
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bsidiary income.—There is a good deal of pasture land
hefé.,g”;nd in gddition to the 138 agricultural bullocks, cultivators
also hold 304 other cattle, including 114 cows, 43 she-buffaloes
and 147 young cattle. And although the capital depreciation on
the cost of cattle has been included according to our usual
practice in the cost of cultivation, many of the cultivators here
breed their own cattle, while others make an income from the.
sale of cattle and ghee. Many of the tenants earn some income
from agricultural labour also. The total income from these
sources, as admitted by them, exceeds Rs. 25 per head.

The net agricultural income last year, as stated by the culti-
vators,  averages approximately Rs. 12 per acre.. From this
about Rs. 3 per acre rent has also to be deducted. The fact that
the average subletting value is Rs. 8 per acre, also shows that in
ordinary years the net profit must be greater, otherwise it would
be unprofitable to cultivate land on such sub-rents. Taking
Rs. 22 to Rs. 23 as the average gross outturn as explained above,
the net profits would be about Rs. 16 to Rs. 17 per acre.

It must, however, be remembered, as the cultivators pointed
out, that the income from agriculture in these riverain villages
varies very greatly from year to year. In some years of good
rainfall the outturn of gram and wheat is very heavy, while in
other years it may be very poor. The recent revenue history of
the village has been very bad. In 1926 the standing crops were
washed away by floods and grain stocks spoiled. In 1927-28
and 1928-29 the crops were seriously injured owing to rust and
frost. The cultivators’- estimates of their average outturn are
based on their experiences of the last three years.

Cost of maintenance.—Tenants’ individual estimates of the
cost of food and clothing vary considerably. According to their
individual estimates,” the total annual expenditure for the 330
persons in their families on food, in cash and grain, and on cloth-
ing, comes to Rs. 15,197 or an average of about Rs. 45 per head
or Rs. 225 per average family of five persons.

A typical tenant is No. 39, a Malah, with two males, one
female adult and two children in his family : total five persons.
He estimates his expenditure on food and clothing at Rs. 210
per annum. Another Malah, No. 26, with nine persons in his
tamily, estimates his total annual expenditure on food and
clothing at Rs. 324. While a barber, No. 28, with 10 persons in
his family, estimates his total expenditure on food and clothing

at Rs. 414 per annum.

Causes ‘of indebtedness and sources of finance—The total
Jebt in this village comes to Rs. 20,392-6-0, being Rs. 18,912 in
cash and Rs. 1,480 in grain. Of this, Rs. 1,072 cash and some
grain are due to Government advanced on taccavi owing to crop
failures. ' Rs. 1,395 and the rest of the grain are due to the land-
lord, who is the Court of Wards. The balance Rs. 16,445 is
due to money-lenders. The average rate of interest per annum
i8°24 per cent. ’

30
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~ Some of the well-to-do tenants of. the village are. money-
lenders, such as Jagatsingh Barhai, who, with 43 acres of occupancy
land in this village and 150 acres of land in all and ‘a share in a
nenghbourmg village, has a considerable money-lending_business
here, earning an annual income of Rs. 480 in interest. Deosingh, .
a' big' tenant, with 75 acres on Rs. 294 rent, also does: money-
lending in the village with an annual income of Rs. 200 from
this source. =~ Ramsingh Mohabatsingh, with 21 acres of land,

also does money-lending in the village. The principal money-
lenders are, however, the mahajans of the tahsil headquarters at
Pntan Loans on ordinary bonds or teeps are advanced.

As the tenants are occupancy tenants, all the debts are. un-
secured. The people of this village are anxious for the rights of
transfer to be granted, as they say they could obtain money at:
lower rates of interest on the security of their land. '

All the tenants except three are indebted. - The debt works:
out at-Rs. 474 per tenant or Rs. 523 per indebted tenant or 3
* times the rent or about.Rs. 12-8-0 per acre or about 25 per centA
of the value of the land, whlch they hold.

The purposes for which debts were incurred are as
follows :— ' o

. : . Rs.

Marriage snd ather cermonials e : -2,355
‘Huosehold eapenses . . - 964
‘Arrears of rent 2,756
Purchase of seed and bullocks and “other agrlcultuml 11,502

expenses. o ’

Sced borrowed in gram 1,480
‘Purchase of land ... - 1,355

The following tenants are. heavxly indebted :—
(1) Kirat, Dhimar, with 22 acres of land on Rs. 74 reat,
owes Rs. 662 at 24 per cent interest.
(2). Kare, Dhimar, with 32 acres of land on.Rs. 100 rent,

owes Rs. 930.
() Jawahar, Dhimar, with 52 acres of land on Rs. 180
owes 0.

s. 9 :
(4) Kare and Baldeo, with 40 acres of land on Rs. 124-14 0
rent, owes Rs. 2,118. These two appear to be more
or less hopelessly mdebted without the prospect of
. redemption. -
(5) Dhirey, Teli, with 31 acres of land -on Rs. 132 rent,
owes Rs. 695.
(6) Mohiuddin Behna, with 8 acres of land on Rs. 21 rent,
owes Rs. 150, ‘but he also takes land on ‘sub-rent

- of Rs. 80.

(7) Khalbal, Dhimar, with 22 acres of land on Rs. 37 rent,
owes Rs. 442.

(8) Ajmer, Malah wnth 17 acres of land on Rs. 62 rent,
‘owes

(9) Bhangi, Gond “with 21 acres of land on Rs. 25 rent,
owes Rs. 4

{10) Hajuri, Malah with 7 acres of land on Rs. 30 rént,

owes
(ll) Dilraj, Nal wnth 13 acres of land on Rs. 89 rent, owes
. 'Rs.738: "He also took land on sub-lease for Rs
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- (12) Thakuri, Badhai, with 10I acres of land on Rs. 291
" rent, owes Rs. 2,375. ' His statement is attached,
(13) Partabsingh, Brahman, with 10 acres of land on Rs. 30
i rent, owes Rs. 710, Rs. 150,  of which were borrowed
‘for his daughter’s “‘gaona” ceremony and. Rs. 300
.was spent on a caste feast owing to some caste
offence, o

* These are ‘the principal debts,:and account for over half ‘the
total .debt of this village. Excepting :No. 4 and possibly also
Nos. 1, 11, 13, all -these :persons could be:helped by a’long-term

loan on low interest from a:Land Mortgage Bark. " ‘

. Nearly all the tenants take short-term loans,. either ‘in. seed
or in cash during the year which they. repay if the harvest is
normal- at. harvest-time, They state that during ithe last, three
years_they have. not been able to repay much of what thev have
botrqwed‘.' . As their total expenses for cultivation per )ear-come
1o.Rs. 7,756 and their expenses for food and clothing Rs. 15,197,
it will be seen-that their total debts at present .amcunt :to '3
little Jess -than their total expensesfor cultivation and mainten-
ance for one:year; and under the circumstances. therefore these
debts are 'not. more than might be expected. If money were
pbtainable ..at  a .reasonable rate of " interest, -this amount
of indebtedness after three bad years' would notgive rise
to much anxiety with regard to their economic future, but when
the normal rate of interest is 24 per. cent, the interest on.the
present accumulated debt comes to about Rs. 5,000 or more than
the total rental demand, which is already high. :

This village serves as a very interesting example of the
"cumulative effect of a high rate of interest whére agriculture “is
insecure. The crop outturn.varies greatly.over a cycle of yéars,
but if 2 bad year was always followed by a good year, ‘the effect
of a high rate of interest woiild not'be so bad. " But unfortunately,
as has recently occurred, we may often_get a succession of bad
vears. .The cultivator is compelled to take advances for financing
kis agricultural operations® and for his own maintenance after
crop failure. - In a succession of bad years the interest very quickly
accumulates into unmanagedble sums. R

'This is one of the villages under the Court of Wards, which
have come under our enquiry.. The Court of Wards as guardian
of the malguzar has all the rights and responsibilities of the
landlord. Our enquiries elsewhere show that where the_mal-
'gugar has ‘the interests of the tenants at heart and is a ‘beneficent
landlord, ‘there is no:othet agency which canserve so well the
financial - needs of the tenantry. It seems therefore to us sur:
prising ‘that when Government has .taken an- estate under’ the
management of the Court of Wards it should neglect the question
of ‘financing its tenantry. Examination of the Provincial Court
of Wards reports -shows -that apart from one or two estates in
the Chhattisgarh Division the: Court of Wards at present does not
take any appreciable part in the ‘work of financing. the tenantry,.
The Court of Wards has even greater facilities than the ordinary
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malguzar for making recoveries. In this particular village. there
appears to be no reason why the’ Court of Wards should not have
financed at a reasonable rate of interest the short-term require-
ments of its tenants, who have been left to the mercies of money-
lenders, who charge 24 per cent interest. Even where the cash
balance available for making taccaviloans to tenants in any parti-
cular estate is 'not large, an estate under the Court of Ward,
can always borrow money at a low rate of interest, e.g., 6 per
cent. And even if it were required to borrow money for the
purpose it could always lend out this borrowed capital at a rate
not exceeding 9 per cent without fear of loss. If the attention
of the puhlic and of Government is attracted to the problems of
cconomic reconstruction as a result of the present enquiry, we
hope that in due course the Court of Wards will .consider. the
maintenance of the economic stability of its tenants, one of its
chief responsibilities in future. We feel that the Court of Wards
should ‘exercise an influence at least as beneficent on its tenantry
as" that éxercised by the ordinary beneficent malguzar. If the
Court of Wards takes over the responsibility of financing the
short-term requirements of its tenants, no other arrangement
would be necessary for short-term seasonal loans, and with the
establishment of a land mortgage bank for meeting long-term
requirements the best possible credit facilities will have been
established and in the Court of Wards’ estates at any rate the
financial problem will have been solved.

" From the voluntary statements of the cultivators it appears
thatj they have gold and silver worth Rs. 2,389.

The following statement will show the distribution of the
village holdings :—

Below From[From From| From| From{From [Above
Village. ) 5 | 6—10j11—15|16—20;21—25/26—30|31—40] 40 |Total.
. |acres. | acres.| acres.| acres.| acres.| acres.] acres.| acres.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

&

Gadaghat 5 6 3 8 14 1 9 7 43

S TATEMENT.
Thakuri Badhai—

I own 101 acres at Rs. 291 rental: I had borrowed Rs. 700
14. years ago _for two marriages at 2 per cent. I only paid the
interest. ~Two years after a_bullock accidently died at my
brother’s hand. I had to spend Rs. 350 for the purification cere-
mony. I had to borrow that amount from Kanhe, Bania, of
Patan, at 2 per cent. I paid only the interest. 1 had borrowed
Re. 1,000 during the influehza epidemic as I could not cultivate
the land at all. Rs. 350 were borrowed after the influenza
cpidemic. I paid only interest on that sum. Two years back
¥ borrowed Rs. 320 to purchase 4 bullocks. '
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I have not been able’td repay seed’ debt which I incurred
year before last and last year as the crops failed completely.

Cost of cﬁltg'vaiiop.

' . Rs. a. p.

1scrvant at Ra. 8 (12 months). ... 9% 0 0
1servant at Rs. 8 (6 months) “tie 48 0 0
1 grazier at Rs. 2 per mensem (12 monthl) 24 00

- ‘6 men for sowing for 15 days e e 25 00
- Seed (masur) ... . . 50 0 0
Seed (wheat and gram) F 125 0 O

. 6 khandis for cutting . 60 00
13 khandi threshing and 2% khandis for carnng. etc. ... 35 0 0
15 kuros lohar nnd 15 kurol barbai ' 15 0 0
Bullocks . “ane L 40 00
Feed for bullockl . - 20-0 0.
Kotwar dues ... 200
Total 540 0 0

|
|
|

Outturn. R
Rs. a. p
Masur (12 times the seed) 60 khandis o 600 0 0
Wheat and gram (5 times the seed) 60 khandis 780 0 0
Iacome from sub-letting e . 206 0 0
Total .. 158 0.0
Cost of cultivation Re. 540 plus Rs. 291 rent 831 0 0

peracre 18 8 0

" Subletting value,
5 times the rent or Rs.'10 an acre.



238

APPENDIX E:XLV.
WHEAT ZONE.

SURKHI, TAHSIL AND DISTRICT SAUGOR.

A darge and .important bazar villagen18° miles from:Saugor
on the Saugor-Kareli road, with a population of 1,260 persons and
a_totﬁll area of over 5,000 actes.” "The village is situated on a fairly
high'level -stretching right across to the hills which close in the
plateau on the north. A nalla runs across the centre of the village
area:and on each side there is some fine clay-and clay loam.soils.
Alorig thé, base of -the-hills, the soil js a Tightet loam. - In this
village Yhere is a police station-house, a large primary school, a
post roffice- and an inspection bungalow, and a:weekly market is
heldyon Thursday. As elsewhere throughout this- district; as a
result -of the-destruction of rabi crops in previous years by frost
and tust, the wheat area has fallen in the present year; but'in the
present year there are still 917.acres under wheat. The cropping
is as follows : — :

’ : . S “Acres,
Total kharif area ‘ . 1,083
Juar - . .- 212
' A’_I‘ota‘l’_rpi)i aies 1,676
N Wh;i“" P i e D 971 .
- Gram . . 342
Linseed ... C 176

In this village there are over 700 acres in absolute-occupancy
right, the tota] tenancy are being 3,170 acres and the total rental
.demand Rs. 3,509 at an average of about Re. 1-2-0 per acre.
According to the tenants’ statements, the value of land here ranges
between Rs. 20 and Rs. 60, the average value of land being about
Rs. 40 per acre. It appeard that the present subletting value
averages round Rs. 3 per acre.

Costs and profits of agriculture.—It is very difficult in a village
of this kind to get a correct idea of the net profits from agri-
culture. Owing to the extreme uncertainty of the monsoon in
these northern districts, the outturn varies greatly from year to
year and during the last two or three years the crops had been
almost entirely ruined owing to frost and rust, and the estimates
of cultivators are therefore bound to be coloured by their experi-
ence of the last few years. It appears, however, that the net
profits from wheat cultivation vary between Rs. 10 and Rs. 20
per acre according to the character of the monsoon, while the
net profits on gram, juar and linseed are a little less. In favour-
able years, however, these soils are capable of yielding a very
heavy outturn and in such years the profits from wheat cultivation
might go as high as Rs. 30 per acre; but such years are rare and
abnormal. It would be quite sate, in our opinion, to take the all
round average net profits from agriculture at about Rs. 10 per
acre” which the cultivators themselves agree to be a reasonable
estimate, that is to say, the net profits from the whole cropped
area would, in ordinary years, be not less than Rs. 27,000,
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. Non-agricultural income~—In: addition: to the.income fronis
agriculture, the cultivators admittedly obtain income from other-
sources, particularly from carting, cattle-breeding and sale of ghee.:
According to.their. own statements, the. total income from -these
sources.comes to Rs; 20,359-8-0. i ,

Sources of finance.—This village is one of several: ‘others.
owned by the hereditary Rai-Bahadur. of Dhana. The late Rai
Bahadur Balchand, who has recently died, had an evil reputation,;
as a malguzar and a money-lender. Hls. aim_appeared to .be to
involve as many of his tenants as possible in debt in such a
manner. as o make it impossible for them to ever free themselves
from his clutches. In the last settlement, Sir Geoffrey Corbett,
the Settlement Officer, noted that heavy indebtedness of the
tenantry was characteristic of the villages owned by this malguzar.

The malguzar is the principal source of finance in the yillage.
We received many bitter complaints with regard to his methods of
doing grain and money-lending business. Some idea of his
methods can be obtained from- the statement of Murat- Singh
and Rajaram Dangi. Quite a number of the tenants of this village
are now hopelessly indebted, and the malguzar, if he desired,
might obtain possession of their absolute-occupancy land -in exe-
cution of decrees for debt. As a matter of fact, however, he
apparently prefers to keep them in debt allowing them just:

enough to live on and absorbin’% the rest of their profits from
agriculture from year to year. The common rate of interest is
Rs. 2 per. month, advances being usually for the season: of five
or six months. In case of default in prompt repayment, the
interest is raised to Rs..3 per mgnth. For loans of seed grain,
the rate of interest charged is usually 25 per cent for the period
between seed time and: harvest, i.e., for about five. months the
actual rate of.interest being over 50 per cent .per, annum._ This
is the rate charged from old clients. . A new borrower is charged.
ouble -this amount.. In this viliage, with its unfortunate agri-
cultural history and. the avaricious methods of the' malguzar,.
there are very few tenants who keep :their own seed and nearly -
all of them borrow from year to year.” They alsa borrow grain
and money for their maintenance: between the seed tirie -and.
harvest, which is called **Khawai’”’. These loans are also.repay-~'
able at harvest at 25 per cent interest. Aneother system of money=,
lending is known as *‘Bandwar’ which is common in the villages
of this'malguzar and in thé surrounding tract. Under this system,
the advance is ‘made in cash; but repayments are made in ghee
at a low raté which'is fixed at the time of making the loan.

* Under these circumstances, . it is not surprising to find that
the' total admitted cash and grain debt in this village amounts to
Rs. 74,650 of which Rs. 30,592 is secured by mortgage and the
remainder unsecured. There are in all 156 tenants in the village,
i.e., 56 -absolute-occupancy tenants, 99 occupancy tenants and one
malik-makbuza. - Of these, 54 have managed to keep free from
debt, The indebtedness per indebted tenant is Rs. 731 or Rs. 472
per- tenamt or' Rs. 24 per acre or 21 times the rental demand.
Having regard to the fact that the average sale value of land in
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this village is said.to be not more than Rs. 40 per acre, it becomes
clear that the total debts owed by tenants amount to 60 per cent
of the value of the Jand which they hold, and a very large number
of the :indebted tenants "in this village are hopelessly indebted
beyond redemption, unless some special proceedings can be taken
for c%nci{(iation of their debts through the agency of a land mort-
gage bank. i

- The sources from which'these debts have been borrowed are as
follows :— :

. : ‘ ’ Rs.
' 'Government Taccavi. e S e 2,643
Land-lord: ... ’ , 55,503
Mahajans e : .. 16,504

Total i ..—;4—,6_5-0 .

——————

~The purposes of these ‘debts are as follows :~

. Rs.

Repayment of earlier debts or renewal of old debts ... 20,611

. Arrears of rent . - 7,817
Marriage and other ceremonies ... . 912
‘Purchase of bullocks POV 3,239
Seed 20,534
Famine and distress . . e . . 10,000
Purchase of land = e ras 7.236
Improvement of land, . 1,674
House building - ‘ T e 622

: Sinking of wells e ' 125
Litigation e 880
Trade } 1,400
Total 74,650

Qur enquiries showed that about one-fourth of the total debt
was incurred in the renewal of old bonds or for repayment . of
earlier debt, about which the debtors themselves have no know-
ledge. On the other hand, more than half the debt, i.e.,
Rs. 38,754, is due to the successive failure of the crops for the last
three years. During the last two years, the recovery of rents has
been suspended which: accounts very largely for the large item
of Rs. 7,817 arrears of rent, Government has also advanced
Rs. 2,643 durinthhis period. In connection with the statement
of Murat Singh Dangi, we may note as follows :— '

He states that 27 years ago he executed a bond for 21
manis of grain, because the malguzar had threatened
him and said that his father had borrowed it although
he had no knowledge of the matter. To day, how-
ever, the debt has grown to 300 manis although he
has paid off during the period at least 27 manis.

* ‘In: the same way he executed a bond for Rs. 150 on the

' ‘understanding that his father had borrowed it.
Having paid off some Rs. 500 since then and having

- handed over his 8 acres.of absolute-occupancy land
v ao*ghe Rai Bahadur, he still owes him Rs. 900 to-
B ay. : .
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With reference  to> this: man, the: agentof the malguzar sol_emn_iy
complained. to us that-he was a-badmash, because. he had put in
an.application. for insolvency -in the civil court as a last resort.
...-Marketing.—There'sare -a humber .of grain merchants and
banias in the village who buy up:the crops at harvest time and
thg tenants say that they.experience no difficulty or trouble.
¥ Our gonsidered; opinion. with. regard. to this village and the
few ‘other villages of the same kind in the Saugor: and Damoh
districts, was that some special action should be taken, if possible,
to: free the tenantry -from: the hopeless burden of debt. It is
difficult .at this stage to state exactly the best line of action to
follow... Al land;;mortgage bank could, -under no.circumstances;
make advances gxceeding. 50 per cent of the value of the property
of-.these, debtors:.. This would not suffice to liquidate the.debts
of many: of them; while jt is extremely ‘doubtful, whether the
hereditary .Rai. Bahadur would be: willing' to accept .50 per cent
of the value of their property in full liquidation.of. these debts.
It is possible that many of these men may lose their land. A
co-operative credit society might be useful for financing  their
short-term loan requirements; but until ‘thé" 'present::burden
of debt which is oppressing many of these persons ‘can be
removed,.no new sources of finance or new methods of financing
them could be .of any use. It was not possible:for ‘usrat the
short time at our disposal to make an elabofate enquiry into each
case in every village in the district nor would anefquiry in one
village alone adequately serve the purpose.. It .is possible that
Government may consider it desirable to examine-the whole ques-
tion in greater detail through the agency of its revenue officers.
This village and Abhanna in the Damoh district- are striking
examples of the wevil results produced by the activities of an
avaricious, money-lending malguzar during-a period .of crop
failures among an ignorant tenantry. -

From the voluntary statements of the cultivators it appears
that they have gold and silver worth Rs. 9,236. . ,

The following statement. will show the .distribution” of the
village holdings : — oo s N

Below . Froni Firom| From! From| From| From|Above|
3 F.6=10 11-—15/16~-20|21~=25[25~30(31=-40; 40 Tonal.

lacres. ucre&l #cres.} acres.| acres.| acres.| acres.| acves;| ;

’ .

:! 'Villﬁg;eg’

L

1 2

3: x'(

12J’

- 5 |_6—7 178§
PR N LI SR S . !
STATEMENT. = -

Surkhi R TS

=
v g 9’! 8l "1l 8| 17| 106

1
‘

¢

Murat Singh Dangi—

- T own 8 acres of land at Rs. 14. I sub-lease my land on the
condition that the outturn is divided equally. Seed is also
divided equally. Bullocks and labour are brought by the lessee.
I pay the «ent. I get 5 manis as my share (Rs, 35x 5=Rs.. 17‘5).,
a1 g EEERENE 0Y P A
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f 4m indebted toithe Rai Bahadur to the following extent :—=

T had executed a bond for 2T manis grain 27 years back on
being told that my father had borrowed: that grain. Today that
grain -lias igrown to" 300 manis. During this period I may have
paid 27 manis of wheat, and still I owe 300 manis.

I executed a2 bond for Rs. 150 ten years ago, ‘on under-
standmg that 'myfather' had borrowed it. I owe him Rs.
today.+ The interest is at 2 per cent. I may have paid Rs. 400 to
Rs. 500%at! various times. ° Besides,, my 8 acres of absolute
occuparicyilahd has been: taken away by the Rai Bahadur. I am
thius-compelled to apply for insolvency. I hold 33 acres at Rs. 36.
I- tultivate 12 acres, the rest is under grass. T have 4 bullocks, 2
bixffaloes and 6 cows. So I graze my cattle in this land. I make
i income-from. grazing- or selling grass or from: milk: or ghee.
The only profit T get-is that:I have not ‘to purchase bullocks. I
§ele an avérage a bullock a yeara I get about Rs. 16 a year. .. ’

o 'T'gow-3 deers juar. = : i tRe. U

o 112 seers dhan. N - "

. 3 seers ramti’ i. 5 e .

et :20 cani {10 maynds Pissi.) . ) P 36

vs ... 50 seers gram.’

o 2 aeers tili : J

: : Rs..a. p.
[ geth mannds of juar 80 times. ... ) 2 8.0
96 seers dhan 8 times ) .- 70 0.
. + 56:seers ramtili 19 times o Ceed 700
. 48 seers tili . o 800
30 maunds Pissi 3 times o w.- 150 '@ 0
5 maunds gram - - D w 2000
Total .. 214 8 0
Rs. 8. p. - —
. 214 8 0 -
Cutting .. 1500 0 E
229 8 0

. I-owe Rs; 500 and 26 manis grain to the malguzar. My
father or grandfather borrowed, I do not know. how .much.
The .debt stands. today ‘at that ﬁgure,

My. famxly consists, of five persons ..My.daily expenses com
to 12 annas or Rs. 23-per month, i.e., Rs. 276 a year. Abouet's
Rs. 36 worth of cloth (Rs. 276 plus Rs. 36 equal Rs. 312). These
days-are hard and we have to maintain ourselves at reduced cost.
The figures given by me are for a normal year.

Cost of cultwatton—

8. p.
1 15r 10 0 for Nari and. bukhar for Loth the crops.
24 0 0 grazier.

2 8 0} at Rs. 3 a plough for lohar and barhai...

2 4 0 Kotwar.
36 8 0 Rent.

TR
Car f 0 .36-.0 0 seed

———e

Gland Total .. 12512 0
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I earn about Rs.U'I0 or 15 by “carting—

Rs. a. p.

229 8 0 Income.
©7125 12 0. -Expenses.
ﬁ10_3 12 0 Net income.

‘I cannot say how I make up the deficit.

Rajaram Gorelal Dangi—

I do not streg'l?.

. :Bhopal Rajaram—I own 35 aceres of land at Rs. 60.

T sow

p. -~
'0 4 ‘manis Pissi
0 24 seers dhan.
0 Servant.
0 Grazier.
0  Lohar,,
0 Badhai.
0
0
0

o
b
cooond s

Kotwar.
Rent.

l'get : .

_ . o p‘. ‘
10 manis wheat... 250 0
200 seers dhanis... 12 8 10:
Total 228 0

I owe Rs. 105 to malguzar and 1} manis seed to malguzar. I -

had borrowed Rs.
annas,
do ndt purchase bullocks:
no other income.

T have seven persons to support.

25 five years back to purchase land, at 12
I have during these years paid-Rs. 225 and interest. I
I have cows and get fcalves. T have

My experises eome to 8

annas’

day, i.e., Rs. 15 a2 month or Rs. 180 a year.

NOTE.—People say that thé outturn has not been shown coriectly. He must

&et Rs. 270 and he does.

This comes to Rs. 9 per acre net proﬁt

Sublettmg value i9'Rs. 3 per acre.

Gram"produce is sold in

the village.

It is sold to local banias who number 25.

Reason--

able price is paid.

Following are the mahajans : —

(1) Malguzar.
(2) Pyarelal, bania..
(3) Parmu, bania.

" (4) Kanchedi, mahajan.

_(5)-Sobha 'Lal.

The rate of interest ranges from 1:to 2 per cent per month

Sobharam Modr— ’

‘ My ‘father came: tq-the vxllage
I sell” ghee, dalt, gud, etc., in this and other neigh-
My brother takes ganja and opium: contracts.

I’charge Re. 1-4-0 or 1-8-0 per cent per

35 years old:
.bouring -villages.-
do money- lendmg also.

IEh ks

‘He died 30 years: ago. 1 am

month: 1 own 25 acres of land which I took within the last eight
years for Rs. 600; ‘I have not yet got any land in. repayment of

debt.

I advance money - on bonds and pro-notes,
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APPENDIX E-XLVL
WHEAT ZONE..
MAHARA]PUR, TAHSIL REHLI DISTRICT; SAUGOR

An important vxllage of the Rehli tahsil of the Saugor district,
situated near the main Kareli-Saugor road, about 5 miles from the
edge of the:ghat deserding to the’ Narsmg,hpur district. - The vil-
lage is a large one with an important weekly bazar. The total
population at present is 1,863, of whom' 400 are banias, 300 Brah-
mans and 200 are’ Kurmis. The total area is 1 »1U8 acres and the
total land revenue is Rs. 1,155. The total occupled area is 1,533
acres,. of -which 276 acres are held in home-farm, 72 in malik-
makbuza. right and 1,185 by tenants. The total rental demand
on-the 1,257 acres, mallk-makbuza and tenancy land is Rs. 1,791
or-an average of Re 1940 per acre.

.

In the last two years, the crops have been ‘Very bad owing to
severe attack of rust in 1927-28 and frost “and rust in 1928-29.
This village suffered as severely as the other villages of the Saugor
district from these calamities. The total .cropped area is 1,330
acrfes" In 1927-28, before the rust calamity, the: cropping was
1s follows : —

. - Acres,
Wheat - O
Whegt-lmseed : S .. 129
Dhan . 5T
Kodon-kutki e, 26
Total kharif N 19
Total rabi . o o 1190

Last year, hovever, owing to the destructlon of the wheat crop,
::the' wheat area fell to 457 acres and the cropping was as follows : —

N " Acres.
Wheat - Lo 457
Wheat-linseed - - R 202
Dhan ‘.. 58
Kodon-kutki S e 19
Total kharif L 2 - 340
Total rabi - ‘ .. 1,036

A good deal of juar and gram is substltuted for wheat. But
in'normal years it may be stated -that nearly 80 per cent of the
total cropped area is under pure wheat or wheat. mlxture There
is some very good wheat-growing clay loam and clay soil
‘in the western half of the village area between the road and the
village site. To the west of the road the soil Jlightens somewhat,
.but is capable of producing a good wheat crop in favourable years.
To the east of the basti, whlch 1s situated on the Badmandehi
river on ‘the edge of the “karka” or slope descendmg into the
iplains below, the soils are'more sandy ‘and it is in this tract that
the small area of kbar'f and dhan is sowa.



245

. Malguzars—The malguzars are some well-to-do. Brahmans, of
old standing who reside here and who.- own five. other villages.
Costs and profits of agriculture.—The villagers’ estimates of
‘the wheat outturn, which is by far. the most important crop, have
been coloured by the disasters of recent years. The statements
of Nanha, Kurmi (No. 18), and.Kallu, ‘Kurmi (No. 32), which
are attached, give a fair idea of the tenants’ estimates of their
costs, gross outturn -and net profits. It will be seen that; includ-
ing rent, Nanha, Kurmi’s total expenses .on the cultivation of 25
.acres come to Rs. 240 or nearly to Rs. 10 per acre, including the
depreciation on the capital cost of bullocks and their feeding
charges. Kallu, Kurmi’y estimates for 143 acrés come to Rs.
or a little over Rs. 9 per acre. They-state that the cost of cut-
tin(% the crop is paid in kind out:of :the gross outturn in the field
and that they estimate their :gross. outturn from the amount of
grain received in the barn after'these payments have been made.
Their estimates .allow:for--abouit 100-1bs. of seed per acce. In
both cases, they estimate. . thé wheat outturn: at.four-fold, but
added that, in normal good years, the-outturn should be at least
25 per cent moré or say five-fold; that'is to say, about 500 lbs. of
wheat per acre received in the barn after the costs of harvesting
have been paid in kind. -The-Settlement -Officer, Sir Geofirey
Corbett, after careful enquiry estimated ‘the gross outturn at 600
Ibs..per acre and, if we acecept thé.tenants™ estimate -of 500 Ibs. in
an ordinary good year after :paying: the costs -of ‘harvesting, -we
shall be on very .safe grourd. although the outturn: in
many years .will rge' more. These ~estimates,’ 'which include
the small area wunder -kharif cultivation, give, in normal
years, a gross outturn, worth' Rs. 28-8-0 per acre in the - case of
Nanha, Kurmi, and about Rs. 27.per acre in the case of Kallu,
Kurmi. The net outturn in ene g¢ase comes to:Rs. 18-8-0 per acre
and in the other to:Rs. 18 per !acre. -In both cases, wheat:has
been valued at Rs. 4-8-0 per 'maund, .which . is 'considerably
below the normal price for wheat in Saugor district-and is equiva-
lent to a rate of 9 seers per rupee... The tenantry accepted these
ifigures as being a reasonable estimate, :

‘The expenses of Kasiram, whose statement is also ‘attached,
come to slightly more, being approximately Rs. 199 for 17} acres
or about Rs. 11-8-0 per acre. = His .total  gross outturn averages
Rs. 34 per acre, taking the wheat outturn at 500 Ibs, and ‘the net
-profit comes to Rs. 22-8-0 per acre. But he sows the more valu-
able linseed and gram crop in place of dhan and kutki. It appears,
therefore, that the costs of cultivation in this village vary between
Rs. 10 to Rs. 11-8-0 per acre, while the dverage net outturn should
be in an ordinary year.between Rs. 18 and Rs. 22-80 per acre;
but the cultivators laid great.'stress on the. extteme variations of
the seasons and pointed out that.in some vedrs the outturn was

- much less although in other years it may be more. Taking the
average costs of cultivation at Rs. ‘11 per acre, the annual costs
of cultivation of .the existing 'net-cropped - area of 1,338 acres
would be Rs. 14,718, while, if we take the average value of the
net outturn at Rs. 20 per acre, the net agricultural income comes
to Rs. 20,600. There are in all in this village 183 cultivators, in-
ciuding the malguzars; but they hold considerable areas of land
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toutsidé this village. 'Theéir fotal incomeé for®all the land which they
hold is'therefore fat inore‘and may ‘reach 'Rs. 60,000 in a normal
year. T : Coe Ly L
- 'Cost of mainteriance.~The individual tenants’ statements of
‘their costs of maintenance, as usual, vary’ very greatly. Ramdas,
Kurmi, with four ‘male . adults, four female .adults -and two
children in his family and 13 acres of land, estimates his expenses
on food and clothing at Rs. 400-per annum. The lambardar,
Gajadhar Prasad,- estimates his expenses for the maintenance of
four people. at Rs. 820 per ‘4nnum.  He is-4 man of substantial
status. But taken all réund the estimates of expenditure on
clothing ‘and feeding in this village are surprisingly small. This
is probably -owing to. the -fact that cultivators have been com-
‘pelled to cut down their expenditure to the minimum during the
last two years of erop failure.. It appears,” however, that not
more than between Rs. 180 and Rs. 200 per. year are required
for the feeding'and clothing of the ordinary family consisting of
two adults and three children in Maharajpur. i
Non-agricultural income.—Many of the tenants admit a sub-
'stantial income from - carting' and cattle-breeding, while the
smaller men earn money as agriceltural labourers. The number
of cows and she-buffaloes varies considerably; for instance,
Dirat Singh; Rajput,. with 13- acres’ of land om Rs: 15 rent, has
4 bullocks, :8- cows :and 2 ‘shé-buffaloes and 15 otker cattle.
Pannalal, Sania, with 5 aé¢res of land on Rs. 6-10-0 rent;, has one
‘tow; 6 she-buffaloes and 14 other cattle, while Surat, Ahir, with
25 ‘acres of 1and.on Rs.:-24 rent, has 2 vows, 4 she-buffaloes and
7 other cattle. These are instancés selected at random. It
appears, therefore; that, in normal 'years, the cultivators in this
village have a considerable margin above their ordinary expenses
of food and’tlothing and should: be able‘to" live in very. reason-
able prosperity. Thererare in: all 174 malik-makbuzas and tenants,
holding in this village and elsewhere 2,514 acres of land, 'the aver-
-age holding being 14 ucres. - _ .
Debtsi+~As ‘regards the question of debts, ‘there are-183 agri-
culturists in all, including the nine sHareholders. The total debt
of all kindé comes to' Rs. < 21,064, in_cash - and grain worth
‘Rs. 3,252: ~ Of ‘this,‘thé malguzarsowe Ré. 4,800 in cash, Rs.-2,000
of which “was borrowed ' by 'Gajadhar. Prasad ‘for a marriage,
‘Rs. 1,600 for agricultural éxpenses; totdl Rs.'3,600. This gentle-
--man holds shares’ in“six ‘Villages with'-160 acres' of home-farm
and is in very ‘prosperous tircumstances. He recently married
one of his'young ‘relations and borrowed Rs:72,000 for the purpose.
‘He: states that he will be able to repay this debt as soon as
good years ome-again. ‘The rate of interest is only 9 per cent.
Durga Prasad} another shareholder,” owes Rs. 200 taccavi
borrowed for field embankments;’ while Tikaram, another share-
‘holder, also has-a petty'debt. . »
The remainder of the debt. due from the tenantry, comes to
Rs. 16,262 in cash’ and"Rs. 3,253 in grain, owed by 118 tenants
out of a total of 174 tenants. ~ This'represents a debt of Rs. 165-6-0
per indebted tenant and'Rs. 112-2-0 per-tenant. They hold 2,514
acres, and the debt therefore represents an average of Rs. 8 per
‘actk or 25 per cent of the average value ‘of their landed property,
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- Not .many of the debts are large. Hira Singh, No. .I5; with
13cacres. on Rs. 30 rent,..owes Rs.:500 of which Rs: 150 .was
borrowed for a wedding and the balance for: seed: and 'bullocks:
Latkan, Kurmi, ‘owes Rs. 550. ' He holds 14 acres on Rs. 21 rent.
Of this, Rs. 436.is old debt at 18 per cent interest., . Kallu, Kurmi,
with. 14 acres on Rs. 25 rent, owes Rs. 398 and also Rs.:75 worth
of grain. Mst. Murli, Kurmi, with 20 acres on Rs. 22 rent owes
Rs. 473, Rs. 390 of which was borrowed, at 24 percent for the
purchase, of a house... Ramlal, Kurmi, with 14 acres, owes Rs, 588
in cash gnd Rs. 90 ingrain.  Pyarelal, with. 23 acres on Rs,’24
rent, owes Rs. 474 in cash and:Rs. 100 in grain; while Laxu,
with 38 acres, owes Rs. 588.in cash: and. Rs. .50 in’ grain. Radha
Prasad, Brahman, with-7 acrgs;on Rs. 10 rent, owes Rs. 35
in_cash: and Rs. 60 in’ grain,. ,Ll‘hgsg, are t‘hqu‘rmcip‘al .debts and
these 8 persons may be said to be more;or, ess.heavily -involved
with little chance of redemption ugder existing conditions, the
average in;erest:béﬁng,betwpeiﬁélg"' nd 24 per” céhit.  The other
debts are within’ the means of the borrowers." - CL

((((( .

Sources of finance~—The sources ‘from which:these debts were
incurred are as follows ;" "~/ = " '

ST T ek T G,
- N R Rs. Rs.

-+ Gevernment taccavi, . . ;" ,J)v .h§,078;,, 195
Malguzars - Ly B89 19,
~>Mahajans;:. - el e 13,890, 2,338
21,064:. + 3,252
- =24,316

"The purpgses for 'whié,hhhésevﬂebbm r’vfere _'borrov‘vgd. 'were -as

follows : — ;

Rs. -

. 'Repayment of old debts . ;.,..; T 3,248
© Wedding and other ceremonies - e I . 4,668
“Food owing to. scarcity = . G 151
Payment of rent . T 803
For seed (cash) -l - .. 3,449
For seed (grain}. . ... .= - <~ - -, o S, . 3,253
Land improvement and well digging ... - 435,
Purchase of land ... S o ! .« 535
Purchase of bullocks ... R L 6171
Improved implentents.. -1 . .. ., ... 20
House building - "= 0 iI¢l g 5. .1.623
- L~ Tt .. 24316
. N .F ¢ il

Excluding the old debt, the purposes for which cannot now be
ascertained, it will be’seen that about §rds of the. debt is for pro-
ductive and 4rd for non-productive purposes., Excluding the
item for marriages and ceremonies which-is -relatively large and
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which “includes the loan' of Rs. 2,000 taken by the malguzar him-
self, the most: important items are the purchase of bullock and

the purchase: of seed. During the period of crop failure, there
has also been'a heavy cattle mortality: . : i

. Having regard to all the circumstances of the case, the tenants
of this village appear to have withstood the calaities of the last
two years extremely well. The average rate, of interest here is
from 9 to 12 per cent on imortgages and from 18 to 24 per cent
on unsecured debts. ~As far as can be seen; the old-fashioned
Indigenous system of financing agriculture appears to be operating
well in this village. . This is undoubtedly Jargely due to the bene-
ficent attitude of the lambardar, Pandit Gajadhar Prasad, who is
a very liberal-minded malguzar with'the interests of the tenantry
of his village at heart. 'Theré is no doubt that he exercises a very
good influence in’the village. ¥ oo ,
’i N . L s AU | o b o

.;..; The: tenants, when asked whether they desire to be given the
rights of transfer in their. occupancy land, stated that they left
this to the decision of the malguzar; they stated that they were
happy urnder the iexisting. state of affairs and did not wish to do
anything of which he might disapprove, as.they looked on him
as being their father and mother. The general impression
created in our minds with regard to this village was extremely
favourable; the people here seem to be living their quiet lives in
their old-fashioned way in comparative contentment, although the
last two years of “crop failure have undoubtedly reduced them
temporarily to considerable economic difficulties; but it appeared
to usthat, in normal years,. these persons should live in comfort
and contentment: ="

A 1and mortgage bank and a co-operative credit society might
‘be able to'do good work heré; but having: regard to the present
state of the village, in spite of the crop calamities of the last two
years, we are of the considered opinion that it might be difficult
to improve the existing state of affairs, although a land mortsage
bank, by making advances to the tenants with the larger debts at
a low rate of interest with easy instalments, might operate to
produce a welcome reduction in the rates of: interest which are
undoubtedly high. :

From the voluntary statements of the cultivators-it appears

that they have gold and silver.w.or.th“Rs. 9,726.
The following statement will-show ‘the distribution of the
villagci_holdi‘ngs — ‘ ce

' - Below|From |[From lFrom Froml From| From|Above
Village. s {6-—10]11—1516—20;21 -2526~30;31—40] 40  |Total.

acres. |acres. |acres. |[&Cres. | acres.| acres.| acres.| acres.

T e .

1 2 3 4 3 6 7 8 9 10

Y T g L

Maharsipur -~ | 90| 3] 2| a|.s|oafos) sim

Gl RNTICSDY IS S S L
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- Nanhu Kurmr—- SRS
25:04 acres at Rs. 25-10-0
20 sahis = 1 mani. *
Dhan. . . =
1sahi 9 seer .
‘1 mani 6 maunds

He borrowed Rs. 60 from mahajan for marrlage

Wheat.
15 seers

8 maunds

“The rest’ 6f the

mahajan’s debt is from his father’s time. When his father died
he owed Rs. 700. He has paid off and now Rs. 220 -remains.
The seed he borrowed year before last was. from LGovernment

He borrowed last year Rs. 40.

‘Seed.
o - ) Rs », ';,' P;
Dhan 4 sabis 38, )0., q
Wheat 30 maunds... 135 Q 6
o 138 0-°0
1servant 4 months 24 00~
Weeding 4.70-0
lv‘o‘!arl": ’ 6 0,0
Larpeater 6 00
Sowing 50D
Bullocks 12’:’8 0
Feed - [147'0;' Q
2 bakhars <
Zlhals? } 500
1 kodali 0 20
1 pbaoraj e 026
2 kulharis 080
1sabal’ e, [ 61
3hasias 06 ¢
4 kbprpia 010
Kotway 112 0 .
Rent’ 28 90
108 3 o0
+38 0 0
Total . ... 246 0. 0
..... LD L, W
Outlum. TR FE
i : PR . oo Rs. .a,; .P-
Dhan ?mnis x Re 15 . 130200
Wheat 120 manis x Re. 480 . 510 00
Tog:il‘ig;gn outturn. 570 ﬂ

32
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He says that this is basea on recent years outturns. In normal
years the outturn should be at least 25 per cent more, i.e.; Rs. 712,
i.e., Rs. 28-89 per acre.

Re. 8. p. 'Rs.-a.'p.
Gross outturn ... .. 7112 0 0 28 8 0
246 0 0 10 0 0

, 466 0 0 or 18 8 0 per acre.
- Kalu Kurmi holds 14°48 acres at Rs. 254 0.

S Rs. a. p.
‘Expenses— o ’ o
. :Dhan 4 sahis’ S ew . 2300

Wheat 16 maunds... e Lo e 1200
Kodon 1 kuro . .. 060
Weeding - : . 800
Lohar . 300
Carpenté; 300
Bullocks" - we #1500
Bullocks feed ... . 980
Implements— .
il 280
1 kodali e 0290
1 phaora - T e 026
1 kulhari 040
3 hasias’ 060
2 kburpis 010
Kotwar 160
Rent 25 4 0
Total 132 0 0

He has borrowed Rs. 48 this year from Government for. seed.
He borrowed Rs. 100 for seed last year. The year before that
2} manis wheat for seed. The rest is the remnant of old debt and
new debt. He has constantly paid off and borrowed. When his
father died 35 years ago he left a debt of Rs. 550. One of his
sons was married by his father’s sister at her expense. The other
by him. He borrowed Rs. 500 for this at 2 per cent per annum
from Udai Singh 10 years ago, but he paid off after four
years. To do this he borrowed Rs. 300 from his aunt and sublet
6 acres to-her. for three years, the cost of cultivation, including
seed ‘being on him and the outturn going to the aunt in pay-
ment of this debt. <

Villagers say that in norma%ears the wheat outturn should

be, say; 80. maunds worth Rs. e
S Rs. ‘Rs. | "
..__.Total outtarn ... 392 27 per acre.

.. i Expenses ) e 2132

‘Net profit ... 260 or Rs. 18 per acre.
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Kasiram, Brahman, holds 17.41 acres on, a rent of Rs. 22.

Rs. a. p.
Wheat 24 maunds at Rs. 4-8-0 ... ~ ' .. 108 0 O
Alsi 1 sahi . 200
Gram 2 sshig- ... 4 .00
Sowing - - 800
Lohar 600
Carpenter 6 0 0
Bullocks T st -25.0 O
Bullocks feed ... A 10-.0 .0}
;xgpiehments—a : L
akhars } Ry
Zhalpanl . 151070
2kodalis* " .- “aes 040
1 phaora- Ve . 026
2 kulharis’ er e 0 -8-0:
1 zabal s s 01 6
4 hasias — »0..8 0
Kotwas R 1.6 0 .-
Rent - e FI27000
Total - ... 198 14 -0..
Outtura—= - : o R K
N : , Rs.
‘Wheat 120 maunds ... i : C e 540
Alsi 10 sahis -~ ... - b 20
Gram 5 sahis e . . :30.-
Gross Rs. 34 per acre.” Total’ " 590’

Expenses ... 199
"Net .. 391
or. R, 2280 per acre.
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' "APPENDIX E:XLVIL
' WHEAT ZONE. . -

‘BARODIA KALAN, TAHSIL KHURAI, DISTRICT SAUGOR.

A very'big village towards the north-west corner of the Saugor
district in the Khurai tahsil; with a total area of 5,741 acres and
popularion of 913 persons. The basti stands on the main Saugor-
Jhansi road, about 30 miles north-west of Saugor, adjoining the
hills domizated by an old fort. A big weekly bazar-is held here,
and there .is a_considerable trade in ghee, cattlé, timber, etc.
The area accupied for cultivation is 2,188 acres, the ‘total area of
the home-farm..being 136 acres and of the tenancy.area-of 1,776
ac:es.. There are in all 42 malik-makbuzas, ne-absolute-occupancy
tenants and 98 ‘occupancy tenants in the village. ‘The ‘aréa held
in these,rights being—malik-rmakbuza 295 acres on Rs. 295 and
occupancy-1,776 acres on Rs. 2.258 rent, which averages Re. 1-4-0
per acre!’ The total-land revenue at present is Rs. 1,660

There is a considerable area of superior embanked clay and
clay doam soil for rabi cultivation. But beyond this there is a
large -area of loam soil, which presents at present a2 most un-
kempt appearance, much of it being infested by kans. ‘A large
area out of -occupation is reserved for grazing cattle, the number
of cittle being in this village as elsewhere in the Khurai tahsil,
reiatively large. . . B

t

The sale of ,ghAee' and cattle-breeding is the most important
subs:diary industry. Total number of cattle at present is 1,920—

*Plough-buHocks .. 361 = Rs. 21,660 at Rs. 60 each..
Cows ... 535 = Rs. 21,400 at Rs. 40 ,,
She-buffaloes ... ... 131 = Rs, 10,480 at Rs. 80 ,,
Young buffaloes w. 93 =Rs. 1,860 at Rs. 20 ,,
Others ... 800 = Rs. 8,000atRs. 10 ,,
Tctal non-agricultural cattle = Re. 41,740 .

Cropping.—This village and tract has suffered very severely
from crop failures from time to time, and after the famine of
1900 the land revenue demand was reduced to about one-third of
the amount fixed at settlement owing to the economic deteriora-
tion of the tract. At the last settlement of 1916, there was re-
imposition and some enhancement, as there had been consider-
abfe economic recovery. During the last three years there has
been a succession of calamities, in 1927-28 the crops were very
seriously damaged by rust and in 1928-29 even greater damage
was done by a severe attack of frost followed by rust while,
in the present year, owing to failure of the late monsoon, the
crops are again bad. Since 1927-28 it has been necessary to sus-
pend and remit the rents and revenue, to declare scarcity and to
open famine relief works in the neighbourhood. An examina-
tion of this village therefore throws considerable light upon the
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-degree of economié reserve of the tract.  The cropping of 1915-
16, the ye?r of settlement, -of 1926-27 and:1929-30 of: present ‘year

-are given ofr. purposcs Of ~c0mparison. ) .

e | 19156, | 192627 | 1929-30.

1 1 2 | 3 | 4
L Acres. Acrés. | ‘Acres.

Juar - e 1678 | 23 684
Kodon-kutki - 303 ng | 99
Ram-til 152 6 84
" Grass bir-and 'graAzing'l;:nd, resérve. ' o 170 238, ‘ 195
Total kharif " 1,370 sl . 113
Wheat and its mixture 295 84071 13
Gram - 120, 117’ 2
“Total rabi "566° 985" 230 .
Total cropped area ».. -l 1,03 1504f 1,369

It will ‘be seen that although there was fall inthe cropped

‘area by 432 acres between 1915-16 and 1926-27, there was-a great
‘improvement in the cropping, ‘the area under wheat; which'is by
far 'the most valuable crop, increasirig from 295 to 840, 'while the
‘area 'under juar and kodon-kutki fell very: greatly.” ’
‘ As a result of the calamities to'the rabi crops, fsi‘n'ce 192627
‘the wheat drea has'fallen in ‘the ‘present year from 840 ‘fo ‘113.
There has been again the 'wsual rise in the juar ‘area from 23 acres
‘to 684 acres, but there has not been a corresponding 'increase
under 'kodon-kutki and ‘the -other minor kharif ‘crops. ~ The
changes in cropping in this village as a result of ¢rop .calamities
is typicdl of the Saugor district as ‘a whole. Tn 'the présent
.year throughout ‘the district the: total-¢éropped “aréa has fallen,
‘and-although there has been a big increase under juar there'is
a very great fall in 'the wheat area. 'In the Saugor’ district in
‘normal years wheat ‘is by far the most impottarit crop. 'In'these
‘years of crop failures juar largely takes the place of wheat ‘as ‘the
food ‘crop, owing to the small amount of seed ‘which is required
and the resulting: lower cost of cultivation. 'Juar is:a ‘kharif or
rains ctop, which 'is harvested in November instead of March or
April like winter wheat crop. After years of tontinuous crop
failure the dultivators are-in-urgent need -of.:an -edrly food crop
‘and cannot wait forithe wheat crop until April." Tt is said, -how-
ever, ‘that 'cultivation 'of juar and tain crops in -this clay -dnd
clay loam soil produces conditions favourable to the ‘tipid ‘éx-
tension ‘of .kans causing eventually results most injuripus to the
future croooing of the village.- - . :
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It is quite clear that there has been a marked all round
det'erloratlon_m‘croppmg in recent years. )

Land values—There is apparently no ‘demand for land in
this village outside the small area of superior embanked land.
The malguzari home-farm covers 136 acres valued at Rs. 80 per
acre, and some other isolated holdings are valued at Rs. 30 to
Rs. 60 per acre. But the average value of land does not appear
to be above Rs. 10 to Rs. 15 per acre. No nazarana is charged
here as a rule and as an example of the conditions prevailing it
may be noted that Lalsingh. last year surrendered his land on a
rental of Rs. 42 because Rs. 75 rent was in arrears. When we ask-
ed him why-he did this, he stated that later on he would take some
other land from the malguzar. By surrendering his land he says
he avoided payment of arrears of rent. The malguzat stated
that he was willing to give land to any one on settlement rent
without nazarana, and that large areas of good land are at present
-ouht .cl>f occupation. This is typical of large parts of the Khurai
tahsil. .

The malguzar is a Parwar Bania, the successor of Rai
Bahadur Mohanlal of Ronda, who was one of the leading Parwar
Bania malguzars of the Khurai tahsil. His village with six
others of the estate was leased for six years to Seth Chhatari Lal
and Pannalal Choudary, a wealthy Bania money-lender of
Malton, for Rs. 4,300 plus the Government land revenue from
1913 to 1919. - At the time of the lease the total land revenue
of these six villages had. been abated to Rs. 1,346 from the full
settlement ‘demand of Rs. 3,053 owing to the economic deteriora-
tion of that tract in the famine years. At the last settlement
of 1916 the revised land revenue went to a figure considerably
:above the .original demand of the previous settlement and the
amount which these thekadars had to pay in the resulting addi-

“-tional land revenue exceeded Rs. 5,000 per annum for the six
villages. Some litigation followed, in which a decree was
eventually. passed against Chhatari Lal for the total lease money
plus the enhanced. land revenue, and he has now been reduced
from the. position.of .a rich money-lender to a heavily indebted
person. .His statement is attached. = This litigation took place
during the minority of the present malguzar with the result that
the malguzar became also heavily indebted. At the time of our
enquiry. he was shown as owing Rs. 23,665 in cash and Rs. 630
in grain of which Rs. 13,725 was secured on a mortgage_at 9 per
cent interest and the remainder unsecured at 18 per cent. At
the same time the malguzar, at the time of our enquiry, was
shown as having Rs. 3,000 in cash and 200 maunds in grain out-
standing due to him in his money-lending trangactions. But he
stated that in the present condition of the tenants it is impossible
to recover. anything from them. o o

Soon after our enquiry in.the -village, he sold his 12 annas
share in' Harbanspur, another village, to pay off the mortgage

. debt, The remaining debt still outstanding against him is about
Rs' 10,000 _

. Debts—There are 108 tenants in-all. Of them 18 are free
from debt. The tenants and malik-makbuzas are shown as owing
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. 33,095 in ‘cash and Rs. 7,668 in grain. They ‘hold in_all
g(sﬂlsilcres of land in this village on an asseéssment of Rs. 2_,553.:
These debts are, however, unevenly divided. _'Seth.Chhatarl Lak
alone owes Rs: 18,950 in cash and Rs. 1,050 in grain. He owns
only 8 acres of malik-makbuza in' this_village on Rs: 8-3-0 rent
with a malguzari share elsewhere. And the inclusion of his debt
in_this village is therefore rather misleading, The history of
this debt is explained in his statement, which is: attached.

Balchand, his relative, who also holds 26 acres of land in this
village and a malguzari share elsewhere, owes Rs. 6,771 and 48
maunds, of grain. The history of his debt is also explained. in
the -statement - of his relative Chhatari Lal.. He and Chhatari
Lal are: money-lenders, but it appears that -owing to the. general
economic. depression in this. tract, there is little hope of recovery
of their debts. _ '

Excluding these. debts of these' two men Chhatari .Lal and
Balchand  the remaining tenants with" 2,022 acres' of land on
Rs. 2,521 rent owe Rs. 7,374 in ‘cash and ‘Rs. 6,384 in grain:
This represents an average of Rs. 6-12-0 per - acre and about ' 5
times the rent. The following are very heavily indebted :—
Hiralal, Brahman, ~with 12 acres, owes' Rs. 580 debt - cash.
Mulloo,: with 7 acres of land, owes Rs. 526. Mt. Rajrani, with
19 acres of land, owes over a thousand rupees, ‘including a decree
of Rs. 500 passed against her on an original ‘debt of Rs. 200:
Thfe l;;urposes»for’which the malguzar’s debts were incurred: are
as follows :— CT ‘

: : : . Res.s

For payment of an old debt o - 13,225
For purchase of seed.,. < 2,000

. Litigation. e : - 22,000
Marriage e 2,160 .
Field embankment ... 500
Crop failure and distress: 5,780

The item of R'_& 500 for, field Vimprovement was given. to him
last year in taccavi under the_: Land Improvement Act, but it is
extremely improbable that. it was used for. field improvement

having regard to the scarcity conditions 'which prevailed and his
financial condition.

- The purposes for which the tenants’_debts were incurred are
shown as follows :—

Cash. Grain in maunds
‘ o . Rs. ‘ )
Oid deb1s Lo .. 5,641 201
Marriages and ceremonials . 3,985
Famine and crop failures i 9,812 . 155

For repayment of land revenue and . 10,897. -
outstanding arrears.

For purchase of seed and bullocks ... 3216 . - 1,440
Field improvement S T ae . L,297
Purchase of land ‘ T e, 140 Csed
Litigation 3,000

The ordinary rate of interest charged is 25 per cent” with
penal rates-in case of default. ‘The statement of 'Anandilal,
attached, casts an interesting light on the local financial system. -
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. It is impossible in such a village to' estimate the ordinary
income from agriculture owing to its fluctuating character. The
tenants state that in good years they get a full outturn of wheat,
and we: were informed that when the monsoon was favourable
and; there was no damage to the crop .the wheat qutturn in
this tract was heavier than in the best portions of the Nerbudda
haveli, But unfortunately there are extreme variations in the
monsoon. and- in_climatic conditions. Colonel Macneil noted in
the settlement of nineties that on one good shower of rain in
December depended whether the wheat outturn would be 3 times
or 8 times. In those years when the monsoon is favourable
it is quite possible that the wheat crop here may yield a net
profit at present prices of more than Rs. 30 per acre, but in
other years it-may hardly repay the cost of cultivation. It is at
least clear that under- present conditions there is practically no
demand for land for cultivation, and that the occupancy tenants
surrender their land from time to -time and may at any time
abscond; into. the Native States adjoining. ~This village has
suftered particular calamities in the last three years. We find
that -most of the tenants have supplemented their income during
the last two years by working on the famine relief works. It
seems certain that the crop outturn during the last two. years could
hardly have repaid the cost of cultivation. The annaul cost of
cultivation here even if we. take as low a figure as Rs. 8 per acre
would come to more than Rs. 10,000 on the existing cropping;
while if we estimate the cost of food and clothing for a family
of five persons to be even as little as Rs. 180, the. fotal cast
under this head would come to over Rs. 25,000 per annusn.
The fact then that in spite of the calamities the total debts of
tenants, excluding those of the two big Banias, come to
Rs. 13,758 only, is the strongest evidence of the importance of
the income earned in this village from sources other than agricul-
ture. The principal sources of income are cattle-breeding, ghee,
carting of slabs of stone from the guarry of Utta,- export of
grass fodder, fuel and timber, This village is only 12 miles from
the Lalitpur tract in the United Provinces, where fodder, grass,
fuel, etc., fetch very high prices; and maintenance of grass birs
here is probably as profitable as ordinary cultivation over a
number of years. The principal interest of this village from the
point of view of our economic enquiry is. the evidence which
it provides of the sources of income other- than agriculture in
the Khurai and in the Saugor district as a whole. It is quite
clear that it would have been impossible for most of the cultiva-
tors of the Saugor district to have lived on agriculture alone
- during the last two or.three years without becoming very heavily
indebted indeed; and:it would have been impossible for them
to support themselves - unless sources of income: other than agri
culture were open to them. :

Although the debts of many of these villages are not large
and although most of the actual debts are due to the crop failures
of the last two years, the general condition of this tract is, in
our. opinion, highly unsatisfactory. .- The relative smallness of
debts is due to poor-credit and not to absence of need. - There
appears to. be. wide scope for the' development. of . this tract if

>
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and when the problem is taken in hand, and possibly when normal
conditions are restored, Government may consider it desirable
to concentrate on the development of this' tract.

There is a co-operative credit society, but here, as elsewheré,
in the Saugor district, it is in. a2 moriband condition and the
‘members are heavily indebted. Owing to the absence of credit
and low land values, it is not possible for tenants to obtain
large advances from the local sowkars or to obtain any money
except at high rates of interest. Although the Government have
suspended the land. revenue and rents in the current year an
‘have remitted the rents of the previous years, the -total interest
charges on the Rs. 13,758 of debt at present outstanding come, to
.more than 1} times the rent. _ . ‘

It is possible that in this tract the grant of right of transfer
in land might do much to anchor tenants to their holdings and to
stabilize cultivation. It appears to us that there is also a wide
scope for the extension of field embankments in these rich soils.
Kans cannot thrive in the embanked field, becaus¢ through a
great part of the year the soil is submerged in water; and it has
been stated before us that the embankment of rabi fields is one
of the simplest method of kans eradication.. It would possibly
be outside the scope of our enquiry and might also savour of
presumption on our part if we were to attempt in the short time
at .our disposal, to draw up a detailed scheme for the.
development and regeneration of the Khurai tahsil. But it does
appear at first sight that field embankment might enormously
increase the economic stability and productive capacity of this
tract. To finance such operations money is required.. If.appears
1o us that the best line to, follow would be. the granting, of the
rights of transfer, in land to occupancy -tenants and the organiza-
tion of a2 campaign of taccavi distribution for land improvemént
as- soon:as normal times are restored. As there is little or no
demand’ for land at present, the grant of .right of -transfer to
occupancy ‘tenants, while creating land valuesin - their favour
would not necessitate -the granting of compensation. to-the ‘mal-
guzar; and therefore we feel that thé grant of rights ‘of ‘transfer
should precede any attempt to develope the tract. ‘Whén once
the tract has developed and when the prices of land rise, the
malguzar will naturally claim a heavy compensation for the loss

of his right to levy nazarana or premia. o
;. From: the -voluntary statements. of .the cultivators it appears
that they have gold and silver. worth .Rs. 13,379. T

.. The following statement will show the ‘distribution, of the -
village holdings :— - A L

. . . .|Below| From| From| From| From| From| From|Above|
. Village. 5 | 6—1011—-15/16—20/21~25/26—30/31—40( 40 [Total..
. acres.| acres.| acres.| acres.| acres.| acres.| acres.| acres,|:

1 12| 3] 4] s| sf7]| 8| 9]0

Baodia . . 27| 28| 19| wmf 6| 3[ 7| 4f s

33
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DR * STATEMENTS.

Chatarllaf son of Mulchand Parwar Bama, of Barodxa
says—

I previously held -a lease jointly with Pannalal of Mathne
for six years of this village and several others, viz., Singhpur,
Binnota, Pitasao, Barodia Barnay Balao Rahal No. III: and 2
annas Imalaya on a rent of Rs. 4,300 per annum. The land
revenue was Rs. 2,600 in all. This also we paid. InS. T. 70.and
71 crops failed and rents’ and revenue were suspended. The
lessor Seth Kundanlal sued us for the further arrears of lease
‘money which we could not pay. The case went on for éighs
years and a decree was passed against us for Rs. 12,000.: 1 was
the defendant’s lessee and Pannalal had left the management to
me! So I had to bear the whole loss.

| took Rs. 4,000 from Shriman Sao Mohanlal of Khur:u.
and Rs. 2,000 from other mahajans. 1 sold gold and silver, grain
and cattle and raised Rs. 4,000 and pledged gold and silver
ornaments for Rs. 2,000. This is stiJl pledged. I had prevnously
owed Rs. 6,000 to Mohanlal

I had shares in four villages. I sold the shares in three
villages for' Rs. 6,500 and paid Rs. 5,500 to Mohanlal towards
the debt. I had executed a mortgage of the remaining village,

the 12 annas share of Haleti, for Rs. 9500 for the balance
due to Mohanlal on 9 per cent interest.

I still owe him Rs. 10,000, including interest..

I oniginally borrowed Rs. 3,500 from: Mohanlal With in-
terest that came to Rs. 5,500: - Then I borrowed Rs. 4,000 and
executed a mortgage for Rs 9, 500.

. .1 also owed him Rs. 1,400 on another mortgage and Rs 1,300
on an unsecured ‘debt. Total Rs. 12,200. - I paid Rs. 4500 to-
wards the main debt and Rs. 1,400 towards the mortgage. I have
paid ll{(s 11 ,300 on the account and owe Rs. 200 mterest T still
owe Rs. 10, .

I previously’ dld money-lendmg, but lost over thls owmg to
bad years. I have lent nothing for the last two years. - There
are debts of about Rs. 3,000 in all which I havé to récover and
200 manis of grain. Wlth luck I should recover Rs 2,000 of this
and some 50 or 60 .manis of grain.

Balchand Latkanchand and Premchand are my cousms and
their debts are separate.

They owe Rs 6 000 in all.’ They own 4 annas in Harna.

In: Samvat 70 the crops failed. They borrowed Rs. 2,000
from Shriman Sao Mohanlal for advancing seed to tenants. In
Samvat 82 this debt was converted into a mortgage for Rs. 3,000.
They have performed marriages of three brothers, three sisters
and two nephews, since Samvat 70 and spent not less than

1,000 in each marriage. They have additional debts of
Rs 3, 000 in addition to the mortgage, total Rs. 6,000. In Samvat
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70 they were owed Rs. 4,000 and ‘75 manis of grain on their
money-lending, all of which has been" Tost through the failure of
the debtors They have not enough ‘money now to sue for
recovery. - )

: Smghm Chadarilal ‘has "also performed six marriages io
Samvat 70. He. says he spent Rs. ‘8,000 in’all’in this. He says -
he got back Rs. 3,000 in gifts. Balchand,‘ etc., now owe in all
Rs. 6,771 and 48.maunds of grain. = With" luck’ they hope to
recaver Rs. 1,000 of the old debt due to’ them

Chadanlal alsg ‘owes Rs.- 1373 taccavi for seed and 1bullo;:ks, '
ete., and ifi- all owes still Rs. 17 580 to: mahajatv. and-235; maunda
of gram, ‘total Rs.: 18, 953 each and 235 maunds-of : graim:

‘Both: Chadanlal arid’ Balchand etc:, hord some m:ihk-mak—
buza.land‘in this v1l‘lage Chatanlal ‘pays Rs,’'8"in ‘all ‘inthis
village and Balchand, etc., pay ‘Rs..26'in thls‘vdlag “Théir- debts
h}?ve tnerefore been included in; the debts of h makbpzas m
this village. "~ - . R L _

2t Y S A Y

Anandi Moﬁlal Kalar, says—— . e e
- I'barfowed 4 manis' of 'grain in- Samvat; ‘56 S’h It wassold
fram ‘and did “fiot: germinate, I borx‘owedv froos -Chatarilal.

repaid 5 manis.  I'also gave 7 -bullocks' worth Re:9100: I paid
Rs. 40 worth grass and I also paid Rs. W«thcaSh '} alsogave
17 manis of grain in the field. " He now claims 2} manis arLd madeé
me write a:bond for 2§ manis of grain.

I took fa bullock worth Rs. 45 from Kanchedl Powar, of
Raijwar_some 20 years age: T paid Rsi'20 in cash. T gave a pair
of bullocksworth Rs. 100. I°gave one mani of grajn,, He has
now_ obtained a.decree for Rs. 127 against me. " I Qever got a
recenpl sThey: rreinsegto give'a receipt.. .-

SAlll the' tenantstsay 'that in.thistieact no: séwkarm orL Bamas
ever give receipts. whentrepayments dremmade; © v

They_ ﬁfe false dses’ arid “Jorge* ddcutiénts, ete:

Midak VAN




260

APPENDIX E-XLVIIL.
WHEAT ZONE.
SHAHGARH, TAHSIL BANDA, DISTRICT SAUGOR. -

Shahgarh is- situated in _the extreme north .of the Saugor
district and of the Central Provinces and, like the remaining
vil.ages surrounding it below the ghats which buttress the Saugor
plateau on_ thé north, both geographically and economically
belongs to Bundelkhand. The village is thereforé of peculiar
interest as an example of the conditions prevailing in this trac:.
The tract is above 400 or 500 feet lowér than the country above
the ghats from which it differs toto-coelo. The prevailing scil
is disintegrated Vindhyan sandstone. The worst is pure sand,
while there is a small area of sandy clay and light-loam: soil.
In.;most of these villages, as elsewheré in Bundelkhand, cultiva-
tion is roughly divided into tareta and har. =~ The tareta is the
small.irrigated area near the village sité and the har is the sandy
- waste beyond. Irrigation is usually from kachha wells ~as the
water table is high, and the usual crops grown in the tareta are
wheat barely which are often-grown mixed. ‘On ‘the har the
chiet crops areé” kodon-kutki and -til. Long resting fallows are
riecessary, Jon:- these, light, soils, and, as the waste ‘land- is practi-
cally - limitless,” cultivation is shifting. The local weights. and
measureés are as- follows :— Lo ~

o . ~-Sihari (kharif) or pailawar. .

8 seers . e paila’

2 pailas : vee 1 Bei.
2 seis, 0 00 Ll : IEERRATTRIN I 77 N

. , :Unhari (rabi) or Kuraiyawar. ks ey maeg
S seers_ .| ) ) g T ‘ass. . 1 kuraiya
© 2 kuraiyab ‘... o T 1'set |

. CovtiolLs 1 mand g

Areas are expressed in terms of the seed'sown. - ‘Hence 1 sei

of land- on-the har according to the paliawar measure, is about

2 acres, that is the area in which 16 seers of kodon are sown, But

it takes S5 seis: of Nagawar or tareta according to.the kuraiwar

measures, to make one acre, that is the area in which 50 seers of
wheat are sown.

The population of this tract is largely pastoral as excellent
grazing ground is available for valuable herds. QOil seed and
ghee are the chief articles of export. The bulk of the food
grain is consumed locally.

Shahgarh itself is the principal bazar village and road head
of this tract. Its total population is 1,328 and it has a police
station-house, a big tank and a school, and a village panchayat
has been recently established here. It is a village of some
historical importance. It was confiscated after the mutiny from
the old Rajah of Shahgarh and was recorded as Government pro-
perty at the 40 years’ settlement: but in 1865 it was exchanged
together with Singhpur Mahal I in the Rehli tahsil, for Umred,
adjoining Saugor which was required for the extension of the
cantonment, and is now held revenue free by Pandit' Wasudeo
Rao of Saugor for the maintenance of the temple of Mahadeo at
Saugor. It is situated below the ghat, 43 miles from Saugor on
the first class Saugor-Cawnpore road on the right bank of the
Lauch river, ' :
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_ The total village area is 3,720 acres; the total -occupied: area
for cultivation is 2,136 acres. 134 acres are now held on grain
rents, while the rental demand for the remaining 2,002 acres is
Rs. 834 or about 6 annas per.acre. The principal crops are
kodon-kutki and grass bir. The total cropped area -has fallen
from 1,114 at settlement. to 531 acres at present, due partly to
the succession  of bad years; but the total irrigated area of the
tareta_has increased from 15 to 27 acres, There. are 144 tenants
in -the village, . excluding bariwalas; and the average rent is:
therefore; about Rs.. 6 per tenant.

Costs and profits ‘of agriculture.—It is difficult to guage the
average income from agriculture, having regard to the shifting
character of‘ the cultivation. According to the -tenants’ own
statements the value of the total outturn comes to 'Rs. 9,990; but
this estimate ‘of theirs is based:on’the outturns of thre¢ years of
crop failure. In the same way, it is'a difficult matter to gauge
the 'average cost of | cultivation owing to the extraordinary
variation in- the cropped’ area and the shifting: character of the
cultivation from year “'to ‘year. ‘The statement’ of Bhaiyalal
Rangrez, Muhammadan, who. holds ,12.72 acres of .land on
Rs. '8-8~b .rent, as regards, his. cost .of cultivation and -outturn
was accepted By the villagers as beinga.correct estimate. .of the
ordinary cost and profits for the har or unirrigated.land.

L Total output. ST
" 'Kodon 20 maunds o :
‘Kutki 6 maunds ' ’
.Dhan 20 maunds"
Rali 6 maunds - -
. . Urad 4 munds . -
-.Til § maunds ~

PREL ' - Costs of cultivation, o TR
Seed—m e T v Re. a. pi
Kodon Seei .. .. . et .2.8-0
. Rutki3eei =~ ™ 1. 8.0,
“"Dhan 8 sei e 600
Til 18 0
‘ .Rnli3le_i R IR L - 1.8 8- -
. yradli ) . """;. L. e 180
L 1 o " : .“4 PR — pras -~ 1 8 .
I i YU 2Capital and labour. ‘,‘,v S 4 5.0
R T T ML R L S P4t EO
. 1'ploughman for 2, months e (1000 '())
Weeding- . . Cege T ey -5 .00
“Fencing : " 200
_~ Grazing - ] Yo » ; 6 00
" QCarpenter” " ool e 2 8'n
: Lohar ST B : : 280
‘Bullocks .. -~ = \ .10 -0 -0
‘Bullock feed . -15.0 0
Implements - ‘6'5.0
- 7V Kotwar: . - . - 0.8 6 .
“:Reag e v oan . 8 80 .
D i 83 Q |
. - 68.'5 6
S e I N T
Net profit on 13 acres’ .. 97. 0 0

Net bpoﬁ} ononescre ' .. 7 810
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This staterent:would show the total cost of culfivation to be
about Rs. 6-80 per acre,.including rent; while, aceording to the
tenants' own. statements, .the ‘average net:profit. from:.the har
comes:to a. littte ‘over Rs. 7-8-0:per -acre. ' Assuming the normal
cropped “area i ordinary: years to. be .not -less than 1,000 acres,
and: ‘excluding ‘.the ‘valuable taretas cultivation, the total net
profits from.the ‘har would come to:about Rs. 7,500. per year,
from agriculturein- this willage. In 'addition tenants hold 302
acres ‘of ‘land in other villages.: The 302 ‘acres of land held in
other villages is of a superior:quality and' we .can safely assume
the . average. . .net :profits  from this _area .at . the
same  rate of Rs. 7-8-0 per_ .acre, . producing - a total
net income. of Rs. 2251 ° he net income from . the
tareta. baris is probably not less than Rs. .1,000. The total
net income. from .agriculture proper carned: by, the 144 -tenants
can, . therefore be assumed .:as . being on.an average: not less
than: Rs.. J0,751.0r about Rs. 74 per tenant,  This appears to. be
4 very, insignificant sum; but, as a matter; of fact, the income. from
non-agricalfural’ sources is morg important,. .- .

'Non-agricabtural. ' ‘incotnél—Thé willage 'produces ' gome
waluable elay and'the’‘pottery ‘manufactured here has a ‘consider-
ablelveplitation and'js’sold all over the-district, ** = - o

A ‘good 'soft 'stone’is’ ‘also’ found here from which cups,
mortars _and, . several othet" “articles are made, although this
industry is nowadays on the down grade for want of market facilit-
ies. The village adjoins the Panna and Bijor..States and: traffic
in stolen property is said to be carried on by the {ocalBanias and
Sonars on a large scale. There are in the village.2 ¢onsiderable
number of Bamias and Sonars and some of these persons aré under
police surveillance, being suspected.ofsbeing receivers of stolen
property. Apart from the question of receiving stolen property,
these Banias areefgaged in the purchase and export of ghee and
til to .Saugoﬁzzagdgin the import of commodities such 3s.tloth,
groceries, salf, etc; :

There is 8 farde market held here-weekly to which the:ghee,
til and pther hgtrichltural products are brought from the’country-
side for sdle. e local Banias, purchase these articles for trans-
port to Saugor, selling at the same time those commodities
which’ they import: from outside. A :“cermatmonamber: of 'them
are also hawkeys ‘conveying their commodities for “sale to
villages in the jcountry-side and making their petty  purchases
of til and ghee; QCattle-breeding and the sale of ghee. are also
important, while- the carting of goods to and from:8augor
provides a substarftial income to many. The cultivators;, there-
fore, derive h tonsiderable income from such nan-agricultural
soutces as cattle-breeding, ghee, carting, pottery, stone work,
oil-pressing, or:im connection with the market as weighmen,
hamals, ete. -The-total income from non-agricultural sources of
this kind of thé" 144 tenants is, according to their own state-
ments~gsrécorded in form A, Rs,. 15,733 or 1} times the income
from’ agriculture. " "The total admitted income from agriculture
and mon-agricultusal. seuncesi-of :¢the 144 tenants then comes to
Rs. 725.233-or an average of about Rs. 175 per tenant.
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Costs of maintenance.—The. costs for food in this tract are
less than in many other parts of the province, as the peop[e
live mainly on kodon-kutki, the price of which iit Shahgarh is
far below: the price of food grains at headquarters. The normal
expenditure on food in cash and kind and on clothing for the
normal family of five persons is estimated at between. Rs. 180
and Rs. 200 per annum; but the actual expenditure -may be
possibly even less. It seems certain, however, that the income
in normal years must be considerably greater than the income
disclosed by the tenants themselves, for the very reason that the
whole of this tract has just passed through three years of very
poor crops, two of which have been scarcity years. The_state-
ment’ of Kallu Liladhar ‘attachéd is7an example of -the: difficul-
ties with which we had''to contend: in: éndeavouring ‘to' obtain
correct estimates of income' and ‘expenditure from ‘these villagers.

Debis.—There are 144 “malik-moakbuzas and tenants in_this
village, excluding bari-holders. Of these, 24 are free from debt;
the total secured and upsecured debt is Rs. 22,540, which works
out at Rd. 15680 per head and to Rs. 188 per indebted tenant.
A more detailed analysis of indebtedness makes the position
clearer. One Narain Parsad, holding some petty shares: in
villages elsewhere; with- the total area of 256 acres in:all in this
and other villages- on ‘Rs. 233 rent; owes Rs. 6,812, including
Rs. 672, Government taccavi and Rs. 200-arrears of rent. The
balance is due to mahajans. . This includes Rs; 1,250 expenditure
on litigation. : o : :

A Bania,’ Achhelal, ‘alléges a debt of Rs: 1,553 of which
Rs. 1,000 is for litigation. *He-also-does money-lending and has
a grocety shop and ‘is mot primarily: an agriculturist. - -
-~ One Chandoo (No. 55) ‘alleges a debt of Rs. 1,400 for the
purchase of cloth. He has a shop and a ‘money-lending business
and holds 4 acres of land. ~ ~ = oo

One Dharamdas alleged a debt totalling Rs. 1,512, He. is
primarily a2 money-lender and.pays Rs. 16.rent.. - o

Another.Bania, Basore; alleges Rs. 1,300 debt.borrowed for
‘his. business. He is.-a. money-lender :and :admits ;the debt due
to-him totalling Rs. .1,000. . .. - . . A ;

“These areé ‘special -Items -and-4areé at most’ ordinary: business
advances. . These items totzl: Ré.- 12,577, leaving & halance “of
'Rs. 9,963 ‘on the remaining 139 ténants; of an average ‘of Rs. 72
per head.” -~ "t ; T
..+ . Sources of finance~The sources from which the debts were
incurred and the. purpose for which -they were borrowed may
be seen from the following :—: = . - .

RN ,’£$or|’crces.f .
) Doy . o
Government’ ... SR
.Malguzas-- - ... ;. .
'Mahaiau;_, 3 co ot

R N T IV R
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Purposes. :

p » _ Ra.
Old debt: s, - : 3,806
Marriage . ... ' e e 2,825
Family expenses - a0 2114
Rent '+ -/, E iee 1,444
Sced - - 1,799
Land improvement . s 320
Agricultural expenses . roe . | dea 7,697
Litigation e 2,485

. Total ... 22,590

Leaving out of consideration ithe old debts, the purposes of
which cannot now be ascertained, the sum borrowed for payment
of rent and for seed, land improvement and agricultural expenses,
may be classed as productive and the rest as unproductive. That
is, Rs. 11,260 is productive and Rs. 7,474 unproductive or 60 per
‘cent is _[izroductive'and 40 per cent unproductive. ‘The mortgage
‘debt is Rs. 5,407, i.e., about 24 per cent of the total.. The rate
of interest for such debts is about 9 per cent, while for simple
debt it is about 25 per cent. It would be seen that the principal
item of the debts is loans for agricultural expenses, which include
purchase of seed, cattle, etc., amounting to' Rs. 7,697. In this
‘village, as elsewhere, nearly all the agriculturists follow- the usual
custom of keeping a running account with the sowkar, borrowing
small sums as required for the expenses of cultivation, purchase
of bullocks, etc., and repaying them at harvest or soon after.
According ‘to the tenants’ own statements, the average agricul-
tural expenses amount to Rs. 6-8-0 ‘per acre per annum or abouit
Rs. 6,500 in all for an area of 1,000 acres normally under cultiva-
tion, while scarcity conditions have prevailed during the last
two years, necessitating the opening of relief works in this tract
and making it practically impossible for the agriculturists to repay
their short-term loans at harvest. Under these circumstances, the
total indebtedness of Rs. 7,697 under -the head of agricultural

" expenses is not surprising. The total tenancy indebtedness,
excluding the big tenants, is less than half the estimated net
income from agriculture: plus the non-agricultural income
admitted by the tenants themselves. The principal problems
to be met with in this village, however, are the.high interest
and poor: credit, The average rate at which money has been
borrowed is about 25 per cent and the.interest at this rate on
Rs. 9,936 a year will therefore approximate to Rs. 2,500 a year
or three times the annual total rental demand. Having regard
to the very small margin left for subsistence, there seems to be
little hope of these debts being repaid at the existing rates of
interest, unless some abnormally good years follow. On the
.other hand, the actual security which the tenants have to offer
here is very little. The land is of very low wvalue, and with
shifting cultivation can hardly be valued as an asset at all.

A 'land mortgage bank could, therefore; do little here when
the land itself is not a material asset, nor can the ordinary money-
lender or banker be expected to make advances at low rates of
interest to persons with so little security to offer.



265

The tract is undoubtedly a poor oné and the inhabitants of
this village would not be able to. maintain themselves if they
depended upon agriculture alone. ‘The only agency which we
can suggest for improving their financial condition.would appear
to be some form of co-operative credit society based upon.joint
liability, if any system of co-operative credit can"be devised
suited to this particular case. It should be noted, however, ‘that
in addition. to agricultural cattle, the tenants'hold at present

cows and she-buffaloes. The number of their cattle has
undoubtedly been reduced in the last two years owing to the
necessity for sale in order to maintain themselves in these years
of crop failure. But the value of the non-agricultural cattle
still owned by them is estimated at not less than Rs. 15,000, which
considerably exceeds the amount of the total debts of the 139
tenants,. excluding the five men with big debts. It seems certain
that the income from cattle breeding and ghee has been undep-
stated. In any case it is clear that the village is not primarily
dependant - upon agriculture for its existence. '

From: the voluntary statements of the cultivators it appe_afs :
that they have gold and silver worth Rs. 10,206 ’

N \
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APPEN DIX XLIX

WHEAT ZONE
ABHANA, "TAHSIL AND' DISTRICT DAMOH

Abhana, is. the. largest and one. of .the best v1|lages of the
Barma valley, thh a total area of 4,263 acres, ‘situated on. both
% es’ ﬁf the .main, Damoh-Jubbulpore -road, - 111} mrles from

amo.

, The tyblcal soil is'a good clay loam, whlqh is suited to efm-
bankment, but ‘requires an energetic workmg to yield the best
results. Wheat and .rice’ are the main crops, and there is a fine

tank" and some garden land irrigated from wells. .

Under. ordmary tircumstances a. v1llage of thls kmd mlght be
-expected 1o -be in’'a prosperous condition and the ‘cultivators
well off: The village .is, however, of special interest: owing 10
the large amount of .old debts due to. the malgutiir, who 1s a
rich Parwar Bania. Many of these debts have be .. traced through
the account books of the malguzar back £ . 53 years, and are
discussed hereafter. ' '

The malguzar, Seth Gulabchand, a minor, is the son of Seth
Dulichand, who is referred to in paragraph 26 of Mr. Trench’s
settlement report. The VIIlage is in the possession of this family
for very many years, and they are very rich with a large money-
lending business. They hold 193 acres of home-farm in this
village, which is estimated to be worth Rs. 150 per acre. 43 acres
are held in_malik-makbuza right, 280 acres in absolute-occupancy
right and 1,201 acres in occupancy right by tenants, excluding
bari-holders. The total rental demand from them is Rs. 2,950
In addition tenants with small gardens or baris and absentees
hold 198 acres on Rs. 234 rent. ~ There are 128 tenants in the
village, whose families account for 751 persons, i.e., 221 males
and 247 female adults and 283 children. The total population of
the village is 1,365 souls, and the remaining 614 consist of per-
sons who earn their living as grocers, shop-keepers, petty sowkars,
labourers, carters, etc.

The village adjoins the Government forest and is situated
on the main Public Works Department road, and the income from
employment other than agriculture: is consrderable According
to the statements of 128 tenants, as recorded in Form A, their
total income other than the income from land comes to

Rs. 27,793.

Cultivation.—The total occupied area is 1,764 acres. The
cropped area in 1928-29 was as follows :—

Rice 601 . ... " Total rabi 690,
Wheat 663 «. Total Kharif 711.
Kodo 32 v Irrigated 24.

Normally, about 900 acres are under wheat of which over 400
acres are embanked. The area under wheat was much below
normal owing to the previous year’s crop failure.

i3
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* " The ‘principal c¢rops are wheat and ricé. ‘According to the
tenant’s own estimates of their experises and outturn-from agri-
tenants" own estimates of their ‘expenses and cutturn from agri-
follows:— = ° = © : Conom o

CoL oL et B R Tt o Ree
Seed - ;- 4. A N E 2
.Capitaf depreciation on the cost: of bullecks -and 'theis ; 1,225

. - feeding charges. . o S o, L
'Other " expenses such as costs-of hired labour, the 6,131 .
' payment of village sefvants, etc.’ o . L
a ~ : . Total:". .i: .15,075. ;

——

-or a little Jess than _lgs.'lo,;i_érva:cre‘: o O
On the other hand,. their estimate of: their trop outturn as: valued
by them .comes to. Rs. 37,969 or an.average-of-Rs. 25 per: acre.
,T)ilese figures, however, :are based -on the: recent.‘abnormal..crop:
ping and are coloured by the experiences -of -the icrop-failures
of the last three years. The cultivators:state that they. haye
estimated. the outturn .of wheat at 3 times of seed and rice at
‘5 times the seed. ' They ‘hormally use 120 1bs. ‘of seed for sowing
per acre.  As the wheat land here is rich-'and fertjle ‘and a con-
siderable afea is embanked,’ the outfiirn here should tertainly: be
up to the average of the outturn ‘of the districtas a whole. The
eultivators, ‘however; agree ‘that -in- ordinary good 'yedrs'they

should obtain from 4 to 5 times. the seed for Wheat and 10 times -

the seed for rice. - Thé malguzar’s agent states that' the' normal
gross outturn of wheat should be $“to:6"times thé seed and of
rice 10 times:’ ' ,
The syster of “machawa’’ rice cultivation is'followed: After
a heavy burst of rdin the cultivator ploughs his field-intd‘a semi-
liquid puddle of mud into which the young seedlings;  ‘already
artificially germinated in baskets,:are -thrown and-are.then ptressed
in by driving.over it a.bakhar turned. upside;down.. ;Qne.:of the
.principal advantages of -this method is that it.reduces subsequent
weeding to a ‘minimum: A number of .experiments in the dis
trict show that the outturn of the ‘'machawa’’ ‘cultivation is-about
S per cent more than the ordinary system..of broadcast rice culti-
vation; and numerous crop experiments . made; in the past show
that the village outturn from “‘machawa’ :cultivation in -these
‘better villages cannot normally be.less. than. 1,000 lbs; per acre.
The cultivators ordinarily sow from 80 to 90 lbs. of rice periacre
by this ““machawa’ method, and..we shall: therefore be -on very
safe ground in accepting the normal outturn. at. 10 :times -or, say,
800 Ibs. for the purposes of our calculations. It is 'probably :as
a matter of fact not less than 1,000 1bs. per acre.  On the tenants’

own statement, however, the net profit per ‘acre.averages Rs. 15

for the village as a-whole. -According to our own estimate the
net outturn could .not: be. less .than: Rs. .20 per acre -at least. in
this fertile village in a normal year.. But accepting the tenants
own low statements on the abnormal eropping "of the é¢urrent
year, the total net income. fromy agriculture would be; about
Rs. 26,000.  This is slightly less than. the .income from. other
sources which is shown. as Rs. 27,793. . The total: net .income
from agricultural and from non-agricultural .sources -would
amount to about Rs. 54,000 or about Rs. 420 per cultivator, ~
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" Cost .of maintenance.—We have, as usual, examined the
tenants’ individual estimates of the expenditure required for food
and clothing. As usual, they vary considerably, according to
the position of the individual tenants and the size of their
families and their individual tastes. Tenants’ individual estimates
total up to Rs. 27,042 per year in cash and grain for food and
Rs. 3,331 for clothing: total Rs. 30,373, divided between 128
tenants .on an average of Rs. 237 per tenant. These figures are
for the food and maintenance of 751 persons in all, as is explained
above, average per head being Rs. 43. These figures would show,
as is explained in theé beginning of this note, that in normal years
the average tenants ought to have sufficient surplus, i.e., about
Rs. 180, to enable him to defray those ‘other expenses which occur
from time to time. As a matter of fact, however, owing to the
extreme variations of the seasons in this district, his income from
agriculture is bound to vary considerably from year to year.
Even then, however, this alone in this particular village would
fiot seem to: be an adequate reason for heavy indebtedness.

.. Sources of finance, indebtedness and its causes—There are

128 tenants in-all. Of them, 20 are free from debt. The total

cash indebtedness alleged in this village comes to Rs. 1,29,667,
plus 468 manis of grain of which Rs. 98,949 are alleged to be
old. debts due to. the malguzar, many of which date back for over
0. years. Excluding these, the total. indebtedness comes to
Rs. 30,717 in cash and 468 manis of grain worth Rs. 18,720 bor-
rowed from the following sources :—

Rs. a. p. ~
Government P 1,533 6 0
Malguzar' . 1325 0 0O
Mahajan . 15933 8 0

As regards the old debts, the cultivators themselves are un-
able to state the exact amount due and as to how they first
originated.  The agent of the munim stated before us that he
himself gave the figures of the old debt to the patwari to.
be entered in the forms prepared. He states that the
-original business of the family was money-lending, through which
they acquired this, and one other malguzari village. Most of
‘these old debts have been fixed for repayment in instalments:
and the malguzar’s agent says that cultivators were .regularly-
‘paying these instalments up to four or five years ago, and that
they are not dishonest but owing to the successive failure of crops
and damage by rust and frost they are unable to make payment
of the instalments, and the arrears were accumulating. He stated
that his master occasionally remits large sums and does not press
for payment in bad years. He was unable to state, however,
‘what sum was originally advanced on these old debts. The custom
was to get a bond written in the case of default in payment of
instalments, so as to_prevent the amount from becoming time
‘barred. But if the debtor refused to execute the bond they filed
'suits and obtained decrees; but he said that he had obtained
'decree’g"agaxnst only 4 or 5 persons. In execution of the decree
‘they did not take the land, but seized the cattle and any other
‘moveable property, S o L
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.. . In our.enquiry .we have found that no absolute-occupancy
tenant has lost his land during the last 15 years and only one occu-
pancy tenant has lost his land for arrears of rent; But cultivators
on the other -hand stated that the malguzar’s money-lending
business was not straightforward, and that in grain dealing parti-
cularly frauds were committed. They stated that they were
given- grain by small and were required to repay by larger
measures. . Malguzar’s agent admitted that when they advanced
grain they kept account of the amount outstanding in cash. We
proceeded to examine these old debts in detail :—

. Takhatsingh has 40.acres of occupancy tenancy land on Rs. 83
rent. He has 4 ploughs, 8 bullocks, 1 cow and 5 she-buffaloes
and has 7 members-in his family. = He estimates his annual
maintenance expenses at Rs. 270. He has borrowed Rs. 80
taccavi from Government, owes 12 manis grain’s .interest to thé
‘malguzar at 25 per cent.and has also borrowed Rs. 150.-for: seed
from the sowkar, Rs. 300 for bullocks and Rs. 350 for purchasing
clothing, total Rs. 880 in cash and 12 manis of grain. 'In a_ddmon
he owes an old debt of Rs. 3,000 to the malguzar, which -has
been fixed in a bond for payment in annual ‘instalments of
Rs. 25 per year for 120’ years. This debt is coming on ‘since
Sambat 67.. No trace can be found in the accounts of thé origin
of the debt. ‘The bonds have been renewed from time to time.

Mt. Ganna, the widow of Gutti, Lodhi, has got a debt of
Rs. 6,968. . ‘There are two. instalment bonds, one for the pay-
ment of Rs. 24 per year, the other of Rs. 50 per.year; and in
addition to this the grain debt amounts to 24 manis. This- debt
has been coming .on continuously since Sambat:48. - ’
. Pahari, Lodhi, has a total debt of Rs. 2,849. This is on an
instalment bond repayable Rs. 29 per year executed in Sambat 71.
He also owes 47 manis of grain.. Every instalment has been
regularly paid by him up to the last two years. :

Muratsingh owes Rs. 3,388 and-15 manis of grain. He has
an instalment bond of Rs. 2,836 and the balance is shown.as due
on. the bahi khata. This instalment bond was written in
Sambat 71. He has been paying instalments regularly., Before
the instalment bond was executed the debt was on the bahi khata.

1In all the above cases the loans were taken in:small sums and
not in lump sums. At the. time when -the instalment: bonds
‘were calculated the rate of interest at 1 per cent was charged on
the future. years-and was entered 'in the bonds. . Gourisingh
owes Rs. 4,664, and in addition 12 manis of grain: ‘There are 4
instalment bonds for the total sum .of Rs: 4,000, but the debt has
been continuing since Sambat 48. On one bond ‘the instalment
payable is Rs. 10, on another Rs. 20, on the third Rs. 35 and on
the fourth Rs. 25, total Rs. 90 per annum. No debt has been
remitted. There are other similar old debts. :

We pointed out to_the malguzat’s agent that in the ‘case of
an instalment bond of Rs. 25 per annum he was due to receive
Rs. 25 per year for 120 years until the debt of Rs. 3,000 is paid
off, but that his purpose would .equally” well be served if he
sccepted g sum of Rs. 400 cash down, which-at 6} per cent would
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yield him -an'income of 'Rs. 25 per annum in perpetuity. ‘ The
malguzar’s agent stated that they preferred to keep these debts
running on. It was clear that the main object of the malguzar
‘vi'as to' keep these persons pnder ‘his thumb as practically 'bond
slaves. Lo R : '

. This was one'of the few villages in which there was no debt
conciliation proceeding after the famine of 1887 and 1900 in Rai
Bahadur Anantlal’s time. Our enquiry shows that on this
occasion the' malguzar refused to agree to any debt conciliation.

- »Gourisingh, alluded to above, holds 23 acres of land at Rs. 54
rent.. 'He states that-he himself has only. borrowed Rs: 200 from
the malguzar which he borrowed five years:back for his daughter’s
tnarriage at-24 per.ceént. interest. Of this debt, he states that he
hds repaid nothing and executed -a bond-for.Rs. S00 for this debt
last year. “As-tegards the old ‘debt, he says it was incurred: by his
father and -grandmother; and that ‘the: ‘malguzar 'and he have
agreed 10 :an :arrangement by which he would pay Rs. 40 per
anhuim in instalments ori 4 bonds. He says 'that these bonds were
executed. 38 years ago and -since then he may have paid 5:to 7
instalments and no more. He says he does not know how much
his' father borrowed, but that the malguzar told him that ‘his
father’s debt was so much and he accepted hisiword. .He had no
hope of repaying this money. ., . Lo L

“Kamodsingh; Rajput, with 13 acres of tand at: Rs. 27 ‘rent,
states that he.owes Rs. 2,488 16. Seth 'Gulabchand, the 'malguzar,
which was borrowed by his father. He died sevenyears'ago. He
does not know the rateé of interest on this debt, but he says that
he repays his grain debt 3, or 4 manis every .year., ;Towards the
repayment of the grain he gets no. receipt and hercannot say how
much he repaid up till now. He has never incurred any cash
debt and only owes 2 manis of grain, which he borrowed from
the malguzar. In addition he owes Rs. 9 in Government taccavi
and some Rs. 50 in petty debts. T

- The general attitude of the cultivators in.this village appears
to be .one of hopeless resignation. They stated when asked that
they did not want the right of transfer in their occupancy land,
because they were so heavily indebted that there was no prospect
of anything but the eventual loss of their-land resulting from the
grant of right:of transfer. But, on the other hand, the malguzar
«do€s ‘not ‘appear to:want theit-land.” This is a typical ‘example
of what Mr. Trench, the Settlement Officer, wrote in paragraph
46.0f his settlement report, which we have quoted in'our note on
the Damoh districtas a- whole. - Fortunately, however, villages
of this kind are’not common’even in the Damoh district. No one
could tell us how much money was originally advanced and how
much has been paid off on the old debts of Rs. 98,849. Repay-
ment is generally taken in kind and the cultivators say that it is
easy to practise fraud . in'weighments.. No. receipts are ‘ever
given. After:a lapse of a few years, the debtot is made to execute
a ‘teep’’ ‘or bond for instalments of Rs. 20, Rs. 25 or-Rs. 30 per
:year. - This is;done rather toprevent the debt from becoming
¢ime barred.thansin.order to facilitate repayment. - The malguzar
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is.not -anxious: about the .recovery. of these debts, because. in
most cases the original debt has already been repaid:-many times
over. ; The. deb*i are kept alive simply to keep these cultivators
under.the cor..iol of the landlord. S S

‘The ordinary rate of interest in this village is 24 per cent; and
if the late malguzar had been anxious to secure an income of
Rs. 20 a year; it would tertainly have been better for him to accept
Rs. 100 in cashy earning:Rs. 24 a: year, and. free the tenant from
his debt than to keep these age-long debts pending, hanging like
a sword of Damocles over the heads of the tenants. The tenants
say that in bad years the malguzar did nothing, but in goodyears
he seized their crops, allowing them only sufficient. margin
for food and clothing expenses. As one of the tenants stated, to
be in the village was. of itself a perpetual-famine. It,dogs, not
seem possible that the tenants and their children or. grand-children
with these old debts outstanding can ever free themselves from
the debt. 'Even'if: they surrendered their land, the debt would
still be hanging, over them, ' L

The. purposes for which. the more recent debts of Rs. 49,437
were incurred ‘may be classified as follows : — * . e
Rs. -

L 'For payment of old debt’ ... . A ,9,022';. B
2. For marriage and other ceremonials - 2167,
3.. For famine and distress e o Ge - 17,534
4. Arrears of rent T 1,399~
5. For seed and manure ., 4,648
. 6. . For purchase of improwed agricultural- implements 2,060
7. Siokingof well' - 1l 1 w - 405%
8. For purchase of fand~ * ;. N SR 3,438
9. Grain debt _ ) - 18720
: - Total” .. 49,931

Theése debts excluding the old debts amount to—
(1) A little less than half the price of the cultivated land.
(2) A-little over 23 times the land revenue.
(3) A little over Rs. 28 per acre.
(4) About Rs. 5,000 less than the total income of the village.
(5) Rs. 383 per tenant and Rs.” 453 per indebted tenant
being free from debt. ’

(6) Thfe proportion of secured to unsecured debt is one to
our.

The interest' on these more recent debts alone
I amounts to
nearly 5 times the total rental demand.

. ..The general attitude of the villagers is one of apathy and
indifference. It is quite possible that their crop outturns. even
In 2 good year are nothing like what they ought to be because
they have no incentive to endeavour to secure the full outturn
Y proper cultivation of their fields. It is difficult to determine
the best remedy for.the present state of affairs in this village, and
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in the few others like it. Even if debts were conciliated or remit-
ted it is extremely doubtful whether after their life long habitude
to indebtedness the tenants would be long free from debt. It must
be remembered that neither they nor their fathers have ever

known any economic sytem or methods of finance except those
prevailing. : ‘

This village was again visited in March at harvest time.
Owing to rains in December the crops this year have been good
and the cultivators said that after paying for -harvesting in kind
the wheat outturn would be six or seven-fold.

The malguzar’s uncle was present and said that if Govern-
ment started some proceedings they were ready to agree to
arbitration for debt conciliation. As the ‘actual malguzar is a
minor he said that Government would have to make the first
move in the matter. ‘

In this particular village debt conciliation may now be pos-
sible and we recommend that Government should make an
experiment here and see what can be done. A land mortgage
bank can do excellent work here if the old debts are written down
to a reasonable sum.

From the voluntary statements of the cultivators it appears
that they have gold and silver worth Rs. 9,897. )

The following statement will show the distribution” of the
village holdings : —

Below| From From'From From| From'Frotﬁ Above
Village. 5 | 6—10{11—15 16—20;21—25 26—3031—40, 40
acres.| acres.| acres.| acres.| acres.| acres.| acres.f acres.

Total,

1 ) 2 3 4 $ 6 7 8 9 10

Abhana . 6] 17 9 1| 11 2] 6 3! 128
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APPENDIX E-L.
~+ WHEAT ZONE.
BAKAIN, TAHSIL HATTA, DISTRICT DAMOH.

A village with a population ot 570 persons in. the. north-
west of the Damoh district in the Hatta tahsil, about 18 miles
from Damoh on the Damoh-Batiagarh road. The village lies. in
the more fertile part of the district in the Batiagarh group which
has a reputation of being one of the best wheat producing parts
of the district. Kurmi cultivators predominate and they are very
industrious  cultivators and land here is well tilled and fully
worked. The villages of this tract are well known for their good
cultivation and heavy wheat outturns. The general position' is
fairly level and good clay and clay loam soils: predominate.

The total occupied area is 1,154.89 acres. -

Malgizar—The owner of. the village is a rich’ Pandit,
maufidar, who is a good landlord, and holds 137 acres of home-
farm. He has borrowed Rs. 2,000 taccavi from Government for
field embankments, but has no other debts and has a very large
cash and grain lending business.

The cropping in 1925:26 and 1928-29 was as, follows :—

_— | 1925:26. | 192829,
1 S 3
; ' Kharif crop. .
uar ve 67
Other IR 28 lgg
‘ Total .| . 95| 256
Rabi crop.
Wheat . 408 167
G_nm [ ... 1 44
Linseed . ]’ 12 82 -
Total .. . 42| 293

i

Wheat is easily the most important crop in this village, the
fall in 1928-29 being due to the very seriogs damage caugse’d in
the previous year from :rust .and the shortage of wheat seed.
This also accounts for the large increase of the area under juar.

ere, as elsewhere in the Damoh district, famine relief works
were opened. ' . ' ‘

Costs and profits of agriculture—The villagers say that they
sowW one mani_of seed in four acres, the local mani being of 240
seers, 8o that in sowing operations. they allege they use 120 lbs.
per acre. They state that the normal.eutturn in this tract is
four er five times the seed; but the payment for the harvesting
and cutting of the crops is made from the gross outturn which
18 measured after these payments are.made. The Government

35 ' B ' s
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standard outturn for wheat, in this district as a whole which is
based on a number of experiments over a period of years, is
580 lbs. per acre, and it is clear that, in this-village, which is
much above the average of the district as a whole, the wheat out-
turn shoiild be above the di®frict average. The tehants’ estimates
of their expenses on seed, bullocks and other items and the value
.of their estimates of their normal gross outturn have, as usual,
been recorded in form A. We give the statements of the profits
of agriculture of Bhao Singh, Ahir, below:—
Bhao Singh has got 7.76 acres in maurasi right and <¢ultivates
4 actes on Sikmi. There are four persons in the family—one
man, one woman and two children. He requires Rs. 100 every
six or seven years for bullocks and Rs. 80 annually for other
agricultural expenses. .
) Total output.

- Rs.

Wheat, after paying for harvesting, 24 maunds e 120

Gram, 27 maunds 108

Linseed, 20 maunds v 120
Masur, 12 maunds » - 48

Total ... -;9—5

Expenses of cultivation.
Seed—

IR Rs.
Wheat, 6 maunds 30
Gram, 3 maunds 12
Linseed, 1} maund 9
Masur, 1§ maund ... 6

) Total 57
Labour,
} Rs. -~
Lohat” . 3
Carpenter 3
Total e 6
Capital Depreciation.

. - Rs. a. p.
Bullocks 16 8 ¢
Bullocks feed D e 10 0 0
Implements . 212 0

o Total .. 29 4'0

Total expenses ... .92 4 0

Profit for 12 acres ... __303 12 0

Profit peracre .. 25 4 0

be&u‘ct—— o o
. ‘ e Rs. a. p.
Renton 7°74 acres and’' Kotwars dues, amounting ' 340

to Re. 24-8-0, §. ., per acre.

Net pp'oﬁi peracre. ., -22 0 @
’ NGre.—He also pays Rs. 30 or Rs. 7-80 per acre ‘subrent for the-?oui' acres
on Sikmi, -
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This is a typical example of a cultivator who works himself with
his family in the fields and employs the minimum of outside
labour. :He has estimated his wheat outturn at four fold or
480 1Ibs, per acre; but on examination he stated that in good
years the,outturn ought to be st least 25 per cent more than
this. Anpther interesting case isthat of Chintu, Kurmi, who
holds 6 acres on Rs. 15-8-0 rent. This land he sublets. on batai.
Hef }iilr,nse'lf provides the seed which approximately icosts’Rs. 30
as follows :— :

) Rs. a. p.

Wheat, 5 maunds 25 0 0
Chhena, 24 seers 280
Linseed, 6 seers 100
Masur, 12 seers 1 40
Juar, 1seer 0 30
01-6

Urad, # seer 6
According to the.terms of the lease, he first gets.back the seed
which he has supplied and then takes half of the remaining crop.
According to him the wvalue of the gress outturn was Rs. 158
so that his share would come to his seed worth Rs. 30 plus half
of Rs. 128 or Rs. 64 total Rs.-94. The share of the sub-lessee
was Rs. 64. “The statement of Liladhar, Kurmi, is as follows : —

There @re six members in the family—one man, two women and
three children. - He has got 62.40 acres of land in various rights, -
of which'lOi_ acres are:fallow.

Total outpat :—Wheat 168 maunds (after katai)—

R

Wheat, 168 maunds (after katai) - o e 1896 .0 -0

. Masur, 12 maunds (after katai) 48 0

‘ _Gram, 30 maunds (after katai)... w1259 10

N - “Linseed, 7} maunds {after katai) - s 60100

Juar, 36 maunds (after katai) ... - s 214400 .0

Urad, 1} maunds : : .6:4 0

-Mung,. 1} maunds P 6 4 0

Arhar, 6 maunds .. .. 25 0 40

Bajra, § maund i 300

Total  ...." L313..8. 0

“Fotal output’ ... ;1.313”18 0

4 Expenses of cultivation. -
Seed— . ) )

- : Rs. ‘ai-p.

~Wheat, 42 maunds . 22400

‘Masur, 3 maunds - 121920

Gram,6 maunds 25,00
.Linseed,, 1 maund 8.0,0 N
Juar , e 140 ’

Urad™ - 060

Mung 06 0

Arhar ~ 030

016

Bajra . ) v
: ~ Total .. 2711 4°0
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Labour.. '
. "Rs. s.p.
Grazier . 36 0 0
Weeding e 200 0
Lohar : 480
_Curpentei : - 6 8 0
Harwahas S e i 9% 0 0
Other labout I 510 0
o Total .. 102 2 0

Capital.

- Rs. a. p.
Depreciation on bullocks 40 0 0
Bullocks feed’ o .. 2500

" Implements : . 11 0-0

- Total ... 76 0 0

Others.. . ) =

. . Rs. a. p.

, Manure ) 500

.. Borka - e ... 600
 Total ... 11 0

Total expenses Rs. 9 ‘per acre » “ 46076 0

Profit on' 52 acres . .. 8300

‘Profit on one acre (excluding rent) 16 8 0

He says his ‘estimate of outturn is based on last year’s crop, but
in normal ‘years at least 25 per cent more should be received,

i.e.,*Rs. 328 net profits Rs. 1,181=Rs. 22-12-0 per acre. The
typical cultivator among the Kurmis is Dilipat, with one female
adult and four children in his house. He holds 12.28 acres on
Rs. 32 rent in this and adjoining villages. His seed in all costs
him Rs. -59-12-0. He estimates the annual depreciation on his
bullocks ‘at Rs. 10 and ‘he spends Rs. 5 in weeding, Rs. 9 in pay-
ment to the Lohar and Barhai, Rs. 8 to the sowkar, Re. 1 on
implements and Re. 1-4-0'to the Kotwar. His total outturn is—

) Rs. a. p.

Wheat, 42 maunds 210 0 O
Linseed, 2} maunds 16 0 0

Masur 12 0 0

Gram 980
‘Juar 22 80
Udatl}-mung . 1500

Rahar ) 600

) Total 291 0 0O

His land is evidently of a lighter soil than that of Bhao Singh,
as the rent is about Rs. 2-8-0 per arce. His net profits come to
about Rs. 17 per acre. The costs of cultivation in this tract
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appear to be very much less than elsewhere as the wages of labour,
at present at any rate, have fallen considerably owing to scar-
city. The villagers say that agricultural labour is obtained at
much lower rates than -in tracts nearer the large-towns, and:is
always paid in kind. The malguzar, with 127 acres of home-farm,
estimates his total expenses as Rs. 536-8-0 for seed, Rs. 150 for
capital depreciation on bullocks, Rs. 639 for labour and imple-
ments, total Rs. 1,325-8-0 = Rs. 10-8-0 per acre. He states: that
for-90 maunds of wheat seed he gets an outturn of 630 maunds
worth Rs. 3,150, 12 maunds of chenna produces 96' maunds worth
Rs. 284, 23 maunds of linseed produces 10 maunds worth Rs. 64,
3 maunds_of masur produces 30 maunds worth Rs. 120, while 23
maunds of juar produces 420 maunds worth Rs. 1,260, two rupees
worth of udath-mung produces Rss 90 worth, ‘one rupee rahar
seed produces Rs. 24 worth of rahar, ‘one rupee of bajra’ seed
produces Rs. 9 worth of bajra and two rupees’ worth of tilli seed
produces 15 maunds of tilli worth Rs. 95. His estimate of his
total crop outturn comes to Rs. 5,197, 'His costs per acre, there-
fore, are Rs. 10-8-0 and gross outturn per acre is Rs.. 41 and his
netprofits per acre Rs. 30-8-0." This of course does not include
the rent. It is stated. that the malguzar’s' land is the best land in
the village ahd ‘much of it is embanked: S o
Costs of maintenance—The costs. of maintenance for an
ordinary family in this village as estimated by them vary. between
Rs. 150 and Rs. 200. This includes the ordinary costs of food
and clothing. * The expenses of big tenants are of course more.

Debts.—There are in all 31 tenants, but most of them hold
land in more than one village. They hold in all. 1,155 acres
of land in this and other villages on a total rent of Rs. 2,761.
The holdings in this village are sometimes small in area, but
there are only two cultivators holding in this or other villages less
thantS acres of land in all as is explained in the following state-
ment ;: — ‘ ’ : oo T

Number

‘ Number o T ebt per head
Area. ‘Tof culti- v(;ft::shiln Total debt. ' "l’?of in%ebled
vators. " debt. " tenant,
1 2 3 4 | s

! , Rs. a. p Rs. a; p.

{.;elnslhin Tacre : '
to 5 acres _ 2 2 22270 0 1m0 o
g 0!(: l(i sncrel ' 9 91 3,03810 0 337::8 :0
' 'o b acres 7 5( 1,636 6 0 327:0-.0
2% to 53 acres 4 3 569 8 0 -.189.12 ¢
a tomnm:ren 3 3] 1,250 0 0 416 12 0
oveo 1o acres 3 21 525 0 O 262 80
r sacres 3 11 1,34212 0] 134212 ¢

The total debts including the grain debts, comes fo Re. 8550
he debt represents Rs. 7-8-0 per acre and about 3} fimes tl.lé';ént:
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The * debt - per cultivator comes to Rs.:277 and per. indebted
tenant Res.'343.  The average value of land in this village is
between Rs. 50 and.Rs. 100 per acre. Assuming the all round
value to-be Rs, 60 per acre, the total indebtedness of the tenants
represents only 124 per cent of the value of land.

. Non-agricultural income—The tenants in this village,
however;. also admit -a -substantial income from other sources,
“for .instance, Gulabdas, Bairagi, with 22 acres of land of Rs.-66
tent, obtains Rs: .365 from ‘“dharshan’’, Rs. 50 from the sale of
ghee and -Rs. 30 from grazing. He has seven she-buffaloes and
eleven ‘cows. The.average income per tenant from non-agricul-
tural sources is about Rs. 65. Those who do_agricultural labour
earn- Rs. 90 to Rs. 100 per .annum from this source. Gulke
kashtakar with a family .of six personsis said to earn.Rs. 200 a year
from: agricultural labour, .

. ..dnterest.charges—The most common rate of interest is from
12 to.18 per cent. The rate. does not seem to vary according to
the size of the holding or the right in which it is held. Thus
Chintu with a holding of 6} acres has borrowed Rs: 120 at. 12 per
cent, while Bapu, Kurmi, with a holding of 95 acres, has borrowed
Rs. 825 at the same rate.

' _jVS\our'c‘es of finance.~The sources from which these debts were
ancurred are— : ‘ ¥ S
- Rs.

Government ... n 1,015
.Malguzar s . T e 3962
Mahajan - ’ . 3,607

Total ... 8,584

The purposes for which they were borrowed are—

P = : Rs. a. p.
'$eed and bullocks. Coa . 4623 8 0
" .Putchase of land e . LIO1 00
Crop failure and maintenance 140 0 0O
Marriages . T e 998 8 0
Old debts - - 1L,721 6 0O

The villagers state that a great porticn of the debt in this village
is the natural outeome of the crop failure in the last two years,
as they have been compelled to take advances of monmey from
Governpment  and::other sources for the purchase of seed and
bullocks and for -carrying on their agricultural business. They
say: that ‘they generally borrow money at the beginning of the
ggrj&u'ltural season and ppay back at harvest time, if the crops
are, normal. In -a bad year, the debt increases as they are
unable :to make, repayments. ?

They desire to be given the right of transfer in their land as
they think they can get money at a.lower rate of interest and can
‘get.better prices for their land. . ¢ :
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Taccavi—They conip'léinéd*tﬂabon the rare occasions when
they want taccavi, they do not get as much as is necessary. Bhao
Singh states that he asked for Rs. 100, but got only Rs. 40.

Conclusion.—Very few of them are literate and have to depend
ori the honesty of the money-lenders:for: the correctnéss of their
accouints. - The general condition of this village, in spite’ of two
years of crop failure, is on the whole extremely satisfactory.. This
is due partly to the fertility of the soil and ‘the industry of these
cultivators; but is “also undoubtedly due to the efforts of the
malguzar himself who does his best to help his tenants and doés
not endeavour to make undue profits out of financing them. This
village affords an interesting example of how a good village in
Damoh can bear up undér c¢rop failure; but is unfortunately
rathet’ an excéption to the general rule. It affords a striking
example to Abhanna in the Damoh tahsil. '

From the voluntary statements of the cultivators it appears
that they have ‘gold dnd silver worth'Rs: 12,690. ' .-
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APPENDIX E-LIL
‘ PLATEAU ZONE.
SUKTHARA, TAHSIL AND DISTRICT SEONI.

.. This village is situated 11} miles south of Seoni market and
railway station, on the main Seoni-Nagpur first class road. Its
cropping is typical of the_lighter soil, mixed wheat and rice,
villages. It is a ryotwari village. It was previously a zamindari
village of the Bhimgarh estate, but was escheated and settled
ryotwari in 1897. - ’

The ryots of a ryotwari village can inherit their holdings
through the usual male line, but they-have no right of transfer,
nor of subletting without special permission, and they hold upon
cgrtaixcll conditions for the breach of which they are liable to be
ejected. :

There are 21 ryots sarkar in the village, holding 404 acres of
land in ryot sarkar right. They pay Rs. 439 as revenue. The
revenue is collected by the patel who receives two annas in the
rupee comimission for this duty, and who also holds some 160
acres of land in the same right for which he himself pays land
revenue.

The average acreage rent rate is approximately Re. 1-1-0 per
acre. The principal crops are wheat and rice. There is also a
certain area of lighter soil under kodon-kutki and other lighter
millets. Our enquiries show the average cost of *cultivation,
including rent at about Rs. 12 per acre, for wheat land and Rs. 15
per acre for rice land in this village, when hired labour is
employed but when the cultivator and his family work them-
selves and do not employ -hired labour the costs are not more
than Rs. 10 per acre. The gross outturns average about Rs. 30
for wheat and Rs. 35 for rice. The costs of cultivation and the
gross outturn for kodon-kutki are less.

We have examined in detail several ryots with regard to
their expenses of cultivation and other annual expenses and
gross and net outturns. The principal ryot is Pakiya, Kunbi,
whose statement is attached. He holds 48.45 acres in this village
on Rs. 62-6-0 rent, while he also holds in another village 21 acres
of land in occupancy right on Rs. 20 rent. His total holding in
both villages is a little over 69 acres, and his total rental is
Rs. 82-6-0. The crop outturns vary considerably from year to
year according to the character of the season, and Pakiya,
Kunbi, has been careful to give an estimate of the average gross
outturn below the normal outturns as evidenced by crop experi-
ments, etc. According to his statements, however, his total
expenses including capital depreciation on cattle, come to
Rs. 1,056 or Rs. 15 per acre. He estimates his gross outturn at
Rs. 2,380 or at Rs. 34 per acre and his net profit at Rs. 1,324 or
Rs. 19 per acre. The average net outturn for a mixed holding
here is probably not less than Rs. 20 per acre. In a large hold-
ing of this kind of course the net profits are usually less, as the
agricultural work has to be done by agricultural labour or by
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hired servants. Taking a round. figure. .of' Rs. 18 as net profit
per acre the total net profit per annum for 404 acres of ryot
sarkar land would be Rs. 7,272 or an average of Rs. 346 per ryot:

Subsidiary employments—The village adjoins the Govern-
mert forest to the south, and it itself contains a_copmderabl_e
area of jungle. There are ample facilities for grazing. Fuel is
also obtained in abundance, while a number of ryots and non-
agriculturists obtain a good income from carting fuel for
sale to Seoni town. It was admitted at our enquiries that
any ryot who desired to do so could easily earn Rs. 60 or Rs. 70
per annum in the slack season from carting. Many of the mem-
bers of the families of the ryots and of non-agriculturists also
earn good wages by working in.the Public Works Department
gangs for the maintenance of the Great Northern road, which
passes through the village. Statement A, prepared- from:
examination of the villagers themselves, shows that 21 ryots and
their families annually earn Rs. 2,940 from such non-agricultural
sources. For instance, Kalang, Gond, with 24.40 acres of land
on Rs. 22-8-0 rent, has 6 adults and 2 ¢hildren in his family.
One of these works as a farm labeurer, another in the Public
Works Department gang on the road, while others do c¢asual
agricultural labour and earn in all Rs. 225 per annum from these
sources.

There are in all 66 households in the village, and the total’
population is 282. The 21 ryot and their families account for
121 persons, i.e., 37 males, 44 females and 40 children. The
remaining 161 persons do not hold any lind; they consist of 47
males, 61 females and 53 children,  This latter class included the
local grocers, the village school masters, the postal 'ddk runner,
a mate on the Public Works Department road, etc., all of
whom earn a good income. There are also 3 or 4 professional
beggars, who get about Rs. 50 worth of grain and cash per annum .
each from charity. . Others are agricultural- labourers or do
carting, etc., and this village provides interesting evidence of the
profits obtainable from employment other than agriculture in a
village favourably situated. o }

Debts.—The total debts of ryots amount to Rs. 4,260 and are
classified as follows : — '

(1) For old debts Rs. 344.

(2) For the purchase of seed and bullocks Rs. 2.267:

(3) For non:agricultural business Rs. 584. '

(4) For wedding etc., Rs. 1,345.

These total debts amount— - .

(i) to about four-sevenths of the total’ net profits of ‘one’
year’s agriculture, and »

(ii) to less than one-quarter of the total gross outturn in 4

normal year ‘plus the income of ryots from non-:
agricultural sources. - '

Most of the debts are merely seasonal short-term loans which:
will be paid off at harvest.
36
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The tenants on the whole are not embarassed ‘with debt.
The' principal ryot Pakiya, alluded to above, has borrowed
Rs. 250 at 25-per cent interest from 2 sowkar. But he also does’
money-lending for a larger amount at the same rate of interest.

One Bhangada, who is ‘a hawaldar of the village or agent
of the patel, has debts totalling Rs. 665. He receives pay of
Rs. 120 per annum from the patel for his services as hawaldar,
and owes Rs. 360 which he has borrowed from the patel without
interest for.the marriage of his son, which is being paid off from
his salary. This man has also a grocery shop and ‘does timber
business for the financing of which he has borrowed Rs. 150 at
25 per cent interest. Three years ago he had spent Rs. 300 ‘n
building his house, Rs. 500 in his son’s marriage, total Rs. 840"
This debt has now been reduced to Rs: 665. This man’s state-
ment is also attached. : -

Another Gundo, Gond, ryot has 16 acres of land on Rs. 22
rent. He owes in all Rs. 750, Rs. 400 of which was advanced
without interest by the patel for improving his land. Another
big ryot Dogia, with 54 acres of land paying Rs. 63 rent, owes
Rs. 950, of which Rs. 400 has been taken from the bank for
improving his land. These are the principal debts. : ;

These ryots hold also some tenancy land in other villages;
in al] 8 of the ryots hold land in tenancy right elsewhere. Three
of the ryots are free from debt. One ryot Mt. Sukwara has only
3.50 acres on Rs. 4-10-0 rent. Her land is at present lying fallow,
but she and one. other male -member in her family and her
young son earn Rs. 170 per annum either by working on the
Public Works Department road or by agricultural labour. This
is the smallest holding. One other ryot Dariyao has 9 acres of
land on Rs. 8-12-0 rent. He owed Rs. 94 debt to the patel with-
out interest and has also borrowed Rs. 20 taccavi for purchasing
bullocks and Rs: 50 from'the bank. He supplements his agricul~
tural income by cart hire. ' v

Co-operative credit bank-—There is' a_small co-operative
credit society here of which 9 members oweé Rs. 890 to the Cen-
tral Bank. One of these persons alone is responsible for Rs. 400
of the debt. In addition, these 9 persons owe between them
Rs. 2,139 to other persons and are actually responsible for most
of the debts of the village. Here, as elsewhere, the members of
the co-operative credit society are much more. indebted than the
other persons in the village. The total rental payments in this
village and for the occupancy land held elsewhere by these 9
members of the co-oprative credit bank comes to Rs. 190, while
the total debts amount to Rs. 3,029. The rest of the village
owes only Rs. 1,231 in all. o D

Indigenous money-lenders.—Rs. 1,600 . are owed to
Bahmanji, the patel of the village, and most of this is alleged to
be old debt now not bearing interest. This gentleman is a non-
resident Honorary Magistrate, who resides at Seoni head-
quarters. He also advances grain tothe villagers when required
from time to time, and appears to be a sympathetic landlotrd’
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of the old school, who is more concerned with helping his ryots
than making profit from them. -Other debts are_owed to Seth
Sampatram: and other sowkars of Seoni town. The usual rate
of interest is 25' per cent, but Rs. 9 have been borrowed by a
Gond widow from another Gond ryot at 75 per cent interest.

Government. loans.—In this village Govérnment has
advanced Rs. 784 taccavi at 61 per cent, repayable in two or three
instalments, for the purchase of bullocks or the _improyement‘of
lJand. And Government appears.to be discharging satisfactorily
its responsibilities with regard to the financing of its ryots in a
ryotwari village. ‘ ‘

. Thrift—~The general condition of the village and the villa-
gers appears to be satisfactory. ~Their, general security is pro-
bably due as much to their income from non-agricultural sources
as to anything else,. Some ryots admit having some ornaments
of gold and silver, but there are none who have accumulated
.savings in cash.deposit. in the post office or with a banker.

Marfreﬁng.——Ryots sell their crops in the weekly bazar at
Gopalganj, 4 miles distant towards Seoni. No complaints were
discovered with regard to marketing facilities.

From the voluntary statements of the cultivators. it appears.
that they have gold and silver worth Rs. 2,075. » .

.. The following statement will show the distribution of the
village holdings :— ' '

. ‘Belowvt, From| From| From From,,'Frbi'n 'F'rom!Abloveﬂ
Village. 5 ‘6—10 11—15/16—20{21—2526—30.31—40, 40 [Total.
acres. acres.| acres.| acres.| acres.| acres.| acres.| acres.| |
| f
1 '|,2‘f3 4| 5| 61 7 7,819'1,0
Sukhtara - - '.;.‘;' 3. 3 5 2 2y a 2[ 3 21

Villagers state— '
Rice .10 kuros per dcre vyield generalwlyvl() times, i.e.,
.- 5 khandij or 1,000 Ibs. per acre. AR
Wheat 1 khandi per 3 acres or, 6} kuros pré acre yield:
o generally 5 times, or. 500 lbs. per, acre.. =~ .
. There is a.lot of cattle diseases in the village, because :this’
is a road-side village: and: all sorts of . animals pass through the -
village-;_md drink water.in the tank. =
One khandi rice-=2} maunds. =200"lbs.
One. khandi wheat' =3} maunds =280 Ibs.
Bhangada— | .. o :
. He is a ‘member of the co-operative society and works
for the patel as hawaldar - on Rs. 120 2 year. There are-
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2 men, 1 woman and one child in the house. He has 26.51 acres
of 1and, the rént of which is Rs. 25-12-0. He has got 1 plough,
2 bullocks and 5 other animals. ‘His annual family expenses
"come to about Rs. 220. He sows 5 maunds of dhan .which yield
50 maunds worth Rs. 160. 7 maunds of wheat yield 35 maunds =
Rs. 112. He gets about 56 maunds of kutki =Rs. 160. He has
got Rs. 30 worth of utensils and Rs. 170 worth of gold and silver
in the house. For cutting one khandi land of wheat 5 kuros
wheat is given. The rate for transplanting rice is 2 to 2} annas
a day. It comes to 10 to 12 rupees for 2 khandis of rice. Weed-
ing 1s not required in transplanted rice generally. For harvest-
ing 12 kuros of dhan have to be given for 2 khandis=Rs. 4. He
engages one servant at 4 khandis of grain=Rs. 70. Umbrellas
are not supplied to women, etc. Price of bullocks Rs. 80, work-
ing life six years. He bhorrows seed from patel at Deori. He
has borrowed Rs. 360 from the patel for the marriage of his son
without interest and Rs. 50 at 25 per cent, half for cultivation
and half for family expenses on payment of interest. Rs. 100
at 25 per cent (he took teak worth Rs. 236 in partnership with
another man for sale in Seoni and did not pay part of the price.
to the owner of the timber hence this debt). From Govern-
ment Rs. 30 this year for bullocks and from the bank Rs. 70
at 11} per cent for bullocks. Three years ago he spent Rs. 300
in building_his house. He spent in all Rs. 500 for his son’s
marriage. He borrowed Rs. 40 for silver at the time of marriage
at 18% per cent. He keeps a grocery shop, from the profit he
gets kerosene, tobacco, salt and gud worth about Rs. 30. The
she-buffalo gives about S seers of milk for six months in the
year at 2 annas a seer is equal to Rs. 150. He has to pay S pice
per day for feed for six months and Rs. 3 for grazing for the
whole year.

Rates to be paid to craftsnien, etc.—Per plough 2 kuros rabi
grain to Lohar, 2 kuros rabi grain to Carpenter, 1 kuro rabi
grain to Chamar for nada, 1 kuro to Bhumak, 1 kuro to Garpa-
gari, 2 kuros to Barbar, 2 kuros to Dhobi, one anna per rupee
rent to Kotwar. Implements are made and repaired free in
exchange of this. '

Dallu, Gond—

There are 1 man, 2 women and 1 child in the
house. He has 1590 acres of land, the rent of which is
Rs. 19-6-0. He has one plough and 2 bullocks. Two members of
the family work in the field. His annual expenses for food and
clothing come to Rs. 147. "He sows 5 maunds of dhan, yield
50 maunds =Rs. 140; kutki 3 maund yield 10 maunds =Rs. 52;
wheat 2% maunds yield 174 maunds=Rs. 80; gram 1} maund
yield 14 maunds =Rs. 70; total Rs. 382, net profit Rs. 242 for
15 acres =Rs. 16 per acre. Other income wages Rs. 40. He
has 10 kuros of grain, Rs. 3 worth of utensils and Rs. 30 worth
of gold and silver in the house. He borrowed from patel Rs. 150
at 25 per cent. for seed and bullocks which died later on and
from Government Rs. 40 for bullocks.
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Peer Mohammad.—

There are 1 man, 2 women and 1 child in the
house. .He has 32.25 acres of land, -the rent of which is
Rs. 36-80. He has 1 plough and 3 bullocks. Only I member
of the family works in the field. His annual family expenses
come to Rs. 215.. He sows 53 maunds of dhan which yield 563
maunds=Rs. 157-8-0; 7 maunds wheat yield 35 maunds=
Rs. 160, gram 13 maund yield 14 'maunds=Rs. 48:
total Rs. 3658-0. For 12 acres net profit Rs. 21 per acre.
Other income from carting Rs. 55. Net Rs. 250. He has also
5 kuros grain, Rs. 10 worth of utensils, Rs. 50 worth of gold and
silver in the house, He is only cultivating now 24 khandis of
rice land and 2} khandis of wheat land, i.e., 12 acres, and the
rest is fallow. His father died when he was young, that is why
they are in such a bad condition. There is also a quarrel with
his brothers who are working out side the village. : -

Sitabai, Kunbi—

She is alone in' the house and has 13.25 acres of
land the rent of which ‘is Rs. 18-8-0. She cultivates
6} acres only herself. She has 1 plough, and 2 bullocks. She
works in the field. Her annual expenses come to about Rs. 77.
She sows 30 seers of dhan worth Rs. 2-8-0; which yield ‘8%
maunds=Rs. 24-8-0; wheat 'seed worth Rs. 24 yield 263 ‘maunds’
=Rs. 120; gram, etc,, Rs. 6 yield 14 maunds=Rs, 48 : total gross
outturn=Rs. 192-8-0 for 6% acres. She has 1 khandi, grain
Rs. 2-8-0 worth of utensils, Rs. 16 worth of gold and silver in the
house. Her bullocks died and she has hired a pair’of bulloks
from Darai, Bhoi, for 2 khandis of rabi. For six months she
engaged a servant for 2 khandis of rabi. She borrowed Rs. 20:
from Government for seed and Rs. 20 for bakhars. She owes
the mahajan' Rs. 100. She had borrowed Rs. 50 at.12 per ent.
Now it has been' settled that in full payment of Rs. 100 she
should ‘pay 10 annual. instalments of Rs. '12. This she had’
borrowed for buying bullocks.. ‘She manures:rice, but not rabi.

‘Kolhi'bai, Pra:dhanﬂ— o

_In addition fo.herself there is only child in.the house. - She-
has 10.77 acres of land in the village for which she has to pay Rs. 9
rent. In another village she has 10.11 acres of mourasi land, the
rent of which is Rs. 13. -She has 1 plough, 4 bullocks and 8
other animals. She alone works in . the fields. Their annual
family expenses come to about Rs. 106. *She sows 11} maunds of
dhan worth Rs. 31-8-0 and gets an yield of 112 maunds=Rs. 315;
wheat 10} ‘maunds worth Rs. 51 yield 52 maunds=Rs. 262} ; juar, .
gram, etc.,» 34 ‘maunds worth Rs.: 12 yield 28 maunds worth
Rs. 96: total 663 gross outturn for:21 acres of land. She has 1
khandi grain, Rs. 18 worth of utensils, Rs: 5 worth of silver in_
the house. ~"She has engaged 1 servant at 5 khandias. - Trans-
plantation costs about Rs. 10 to Rs. 15. She owes mahajan 7

handis of wheat at sawai for seed, the village patel 1. khandi at
devda for seed, Government Rs. 60 for bullocks. : :
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Dagaya, Kunbi.— S

He is a member of the co-operative society. There are 2
men, 1 woman and 1 child in the house.- He has 45.01 acres in
this village, the rent of which is Rs. 54-4-0 and has 8.75 acres ia
other villages, the rent of which is Rs. 8. 'He has 3 ploughs, 5
bullocks and 10 other animals. For rice cultivation, he-buffalos
are used. Two members of the family work in the field. His
annual family expenses for food and maintenance etc., come to
about Rs. 280. ‘He sows 10 maunds of dhan worth Rs. 28 yield
100 maunds=Rs. 280; kutki § maund worth Rs. 1-12.0 yield 42
maunds worth Rs. 84; wheat 35 maunds worth Rs. 160 yield 175
maunds=Rs. 800 teora, gram, etc.,'7 maunds worth Rs. 4 yield
56 maunds=Rs. 192 : total Rs. 1,510 gross outturn for 53 acres.

He engages one servant at 5 khandis and second servant at
4 khandiss. He has women servants for cultivation at 3 kuros a
month and one ‘grazier at 16 kuros a year. ‘There is no expense
for watching. Sowing of wheat costs Rs. 2 per plough= Rs. 6..
Transplantation Rs. 25. He uses manure for rice seedlings. If
anything is left over then he uses in field. They get fuel free.
For two months they use the dung as fuel and the rest is thrown
in a pit to be used as manure. They cannot sow with tifan
because the land is hard and it will require many bullocks. From
carting he makes about Rs. 50. He has about 7 khandis of grain,
Rs. 20 worth of utensils and Rs. 42 worth .of gold and silver in
the house. He has got 3 houses and 2 carts. The new harvest
is, not yet reaped.

Pakai, Kunbi— .

" There are one man, 2 women and 9 children in the house.
He has 48.45 acres in the village of which the rent is Rs. 62-6-0.
In another village 21 acres of which the rent is Rs. 20. He has 3
ploughs, 12:bullocks and 32 other animals. Three members of
the family work in the field. He sows 20  maunds dhan-worth
Rs. .56 yield 200 maunds=Rs. .562; kutki 1} maund:worth Rs. 3
yield. 22} maunds=Rs. 4580; wheat 49 maunds worth 'Rs. ‘224
yield 245 maund=Rs. 1,120; teora, gram, etc., 21 maunds worth
Rs. 72 yield 169 maunds =Rs. 576.  Other sourees.of income is
from cattle about Rs. .70 a year. He has 24 khandis of grain,
Rs. 45 worth of utensils and Rs. 106 worth.of gold and silver. .
He -engages 5 servants at 20 khandis of paddy=Rs. 140 plus 10
khandis of rabi=Rs, 160: total Rs. 300. Two women servants=
2 khandis 16 kuros paddy and 1 khandi rabi=Rs. 35-8-0. One
grazier 12 kuros rabi=Rs. "9-8-0. Carpenter 10 kuros=Rs. 7.
Blacksmith 10 kuros=Rs. 7. ‘Barber 10 kuros=Rs. 7. Garpa-
gari 1 kuro=annas 12. Bhumak one kuro=annas 12. Potter 12
kuros Rs. 8-6-0: total Rs. 30-14-0. Sowing, weeding and trans-
plantation: per. khandi rice land 15 kuros paddy Rs. 5-4-0. Har-
vesting of rice per khandi of rice land 6 kuros=Rs. 2, Rs. 7-4-0 -
seed 8 khandis rice at Rs. 8=Rs. 64; 14 khandis wheat at Rs. 20
=Rs. 280; 6 khandis. gram at Rs. 14=Rs. 84: total Rs. 324.
Wheat sawing, khandi of land 8 annas. Harvesting per khandi
- of land 4 kuros=Rs. 3-4-0 winnowing per khandi of land 1 kuro
=annas 12. Total“Rs. 4-80. Bullocks 7 pairs Rs. 80 a pair,
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working llfe 8 years =Rs. 70 per:year. - ‘Feeding of 7 pairs per
year Rs. 130. Total expenses, servants Rs. 345. Village
servants Rs. 30-14-0 Governiment cess Rs. 3-14-0. Kotwar
Rs. 5-120. Rent Rs 82-6-0. Kharif sowmg etc., Rs. 58.
Rabi sowing, etc., Rs. 63. Bullocks Rs. 130. Seed Rs. 328.
Total expenses, Rs. 1056 for. 69 acres of land or-Rs. 15 per acre.
Qutturn 80 khandis. rice. at Rs. 8=Rs.” 640, Wheat 70 khandis
at Rs. 18=Rs. 1,260. ram40khand1s at Rs. 12=Rs, 480. " Total-
Rs. 2,380 or Rs. 34. per acre. Expenses Rs. 1,056= Rs 1.,324 is,
the proﬁt for 69 acres, per acre proﬁt Rs. 19. .
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APPENDIX E-LII

} PLATEAU ZONE.
KEOLARI, TAHSIL AND DISTRICT SEONI.

. Alarge village, area 1,671 acres and population 1,683, situated
in thé -eastern wheat haveli of the Seoni district on the 1st class
Seoni-Mandla road, 34 miles east of Seoni. Wheat is the prin-
(cii_pal._ crop and this village is typical of the wheat haveli of the
istrict. .
The Bengal-Nagpur Railway from Seoni to Nainpur passes
through the village with a railway station here.

There is a well-established wholesale and retail grain market
and in normal years a considerable amount of wheat and hemp is
exported by rail from here.

The village is the headquarters of the village panchayat, em-
bracing Keolari and four adjoining villages. The village pan-
chayat have done much to improve roads, sanitation, etc., and the
Director of Public Health at a recent inspection was much impress-
ed at the results achieved. There is a good Government dispen-
sary, a police station-house, a very good Government Girls’
school, a large Vernacular Middle School with a hostel and well-
trained troop of boy scouts, a night class for adults, etc. This is
one of the villages upon which the District Uplift Association
have concentrated, and this village is on the whole one of the
most advanced in the district. The malguzar is a Bania of long
standing who does considerable money-lending business and who
has added to his estate by purchasing Baglai and one other adjoin:
ing village. He alleges debts of Rs. 13,200, but has also a con-
siderable money-lending business, and these advances were taken
by him simply in the ordipary course -of business. His debts
include Rs. 3,200 Government taccavi for purchase of selected
seed and improvement of his home-farm. »

Debts of tenants.—There are 52 tenants holding 1,035 acres on
Rs. 1,216 in this vitlage. Of them, 13 are entirely free from debt.
Sevfeli:lal have land in other villages. They owe in all Rs. 5,623
as follows :—

Rs.
Government taccavi ... .. 533
Co-operative Credit Bank .. Nil
To the malguzar w970
To Mahajans . o 4120
Total . 5,623

The debt is classified as follows:—
Purchase of land, seed, bullocks, etc. 73,112
For construction of houses W 669
Litigation ..~F 550
. For marriages ) .. 1,292
Total .. 5,623

.The average debt per tenant is less than Rs. 110 equal to Rs. 580
‘per acre and 4% times the rent.
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) We have examined a, number of cultivators with cgarfl to the
‘cost.of cultivation, :their annual expenses and the gross cutturn
and the selling value of land. The tenants on the whole much
underestimate the normal outturn from wheat. Some of them
said the total outturn was only 3 times the seed or 300 lbs. per
acre, etc., etc. They explained that they were basing:their esti-
‘mates on the outturns of the last two years. In the last year but
one the crop was ~ery -seriously damaged by rust, while in.the
current year the erops-in. this area were. almost’englrelyr;destroyed
by frost and rust, and Govenment declared scarcity and opened
famine relief works in consequence. It is, however, well known
that the normal gross outturn of wheat in this village -and in the
surrounding tract which is one of the most fertile wheat: tracts of
the district is about 600 Ibs. per acre, as has been.proved by
numerous crop cxperiments in normal years. When we examined
the accounts of the Government farm at Seoni where the soil is
not superior we found the average outturn of wheat to be 1,000
|bs. per acre there. ) .

The tenants later-on admitted that the crop outturn might be
-8 times or 6 times the peed.. They say that they sow.one khandi
or 280 lbs..of wheat seed.in 2% acres or. about 112 lbs. per acre.
An oatturn of 600 pounds would be a little less than 5% times this
amount. The value of 600 lbs. of wheat seed at’the rate of 9 seers
per rupee would ‘be: Rs. 39 and, the .ordinary value of the gross’
crop should not.be less than Rs. 30 per acre. The .expenses of
cultivation of 10 acres of land in this village totalled, according
to the statement of one tenant, Rs. 160-4-0, while :the rent. would
‘be Rs. 12, total Rs. 172-4-0. 'So ‘that according to their statement
the net profit of 10 acres of land after deducting the rent and the
actual costs of seed and cultivation would' be Rs:: 130 jor about
Res. 13 per acre. Examination of sub-rents shows that the average
subletting value per_acre 4s ‘Rs. 5-8-0. and. therefore a sub-lessee
would get only Rs. 75 for his maintenance during the year if we
were to assume that the nét profits are Rs. 13 per acre only. and
we can safely assume that they are more. Those who work them-
selves in the fields will not spend more than Rs. 12 per -acre,
plus Re. 1-40 rent, total Rs. 13-4-0. The .average net profit
can be taken at not less than Rs. 16 per acre. The average in-
debtedness of Rs. 5-8-0 per acre, therefore, represents about one-
third, of the annual -net profit from cultivation and about one-
sixth of the total gross outturn. Thirteen of the tenants were,
however, free form debt. . o

These figures are of peculiar interest having regard to the fact
that the crops have been bad for_ the last two years in this tract
and were an almost complete failure last year. Several. of the
tenants at our enquiry admitted that they had worked .on the.
metal-breaking relief camps during the present year.. The main
cause of the relatively small indebtedness of tenants is, we feel,
the security of this tract. The soils here are deep and fertile and
are immune from crop. failure in ordinary years, and the very
serious damage caused by rust and frost in the last two years was
quite abnormal and had not been experienced in this tract for-a
long period previously. It, therefore, appears that most of the-

37
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‘tenants ‘had considerable resources: to- fall back on-when this

‘disaster overtook them. The state of affairs in Chhapara, which is

.an insecure village habitually liable to ‘crop failure, is- quite

_different, and here the tenants are much more heavily indebted.

Subsidiary income.—Cultivators also earn a good income from
carting and from the sale of milk and ghee in Keolari town itself.
Field labour, carting work in the market, personal service, etc.,
Iﬁrovxde ample employment to the non-agricultural labouring class

ere. - ' o

" Size of holding— . ) ,R..
“Below 10 acres - w 1
10 to 15 acres e : o 18
16 to 25 acres - . 10
26 to 50 acres -7 ' w“« 8
51 to 100 acres : e R |
Over 100 - U |

Sources of debts—Government loans.—]It appears that taccavi
is not usually advanced in this village. The present taccavi loans
represent the advances of selected wheat seed made in the current
year owing to the destruction of the wheat crop by frost and rust.

Co-operative credit bank.—It is surprising to find that there is

1o co-operative credit bank in this secured village,

Indigenous ‘banking.———The statement of Singhai Parmanand,

‘the principal money-lender of Keolari; is attached. There are in

-all 19. persons in this village who do money-lending, and some

‘of them do_a considerable amount of money-lending in the sur-
rounding villages and also purchase grain. for export and do a

.business in the sale of cloth, etc. The ordinary rate of interest is

24 per cent for short-term or long-term loans to tenants, who have
not got the rights of transfer in land, those having the rights of
transfer, -usually pay 12 per cent on unsecured debts, while upon
mortgages the rate varies from 6 to 9 per cent per annum .and
12 per cent is. charged on the pledge of ornaments.. The usual
rate of interest for grain advances is 35 per cent.

The local money-lenders carry: on business with .their own

‘capital and do not, as a rule, have any connection with outside

credit bankers nor carry on business with borrowed capital. The
mahajans of this place are mostly either Parwars or Marwaris.

“They are opposed to the idea of licensing money-lenders.

“They -think that licensing would increase the rate of interest,

because: the number of money-lenders will be reduced. They
favour the idea of debt clearance banks and say that these should

" be run on co-operative credit lines. Hundis, cheques or bills of

exchange are not in vogue in this village. The general state of

~ finance in Keolari seems to be typical of the very elementary stage,

which has been reached in banking in the Seoni district as a whole,
and’'there appears to be wide scope for improvement.
Marteting.—The market system is the same as in Chhapara.

‘There is a good grain market in Keolari itself.
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From the voluntary statements of the cultivators it appears
that they have gold and silver worth Rs. 35,978. This includes

the big men.
The. following statement will show the distribution of the

village holdings : —

>

Below| Froml From| From Froml From| From|Above

Village. 5} 6—1011—15{16—20 21—25 26~30:31—40|. 40 [Total.

acres.! acres. acres.| acres.| acres, acres.| acres.| acres.
\ .

t | 213 4 5] 6] 7| 8f 9|10

Keolari o7l ul 4l s s o4l 5| sl s




292"
APPENDIX ELIIL

BARGHAT, TAHSIL AND DISTRICT SEONI.

A [large village with an important wholesale market in the
well known rice haveli tract of the south-east portion of the
Seoni- district, situated on the I class' Balaghat-Seont road, 14
miles from Seoni market-and railway station.

" The Barghat market is one of the most important rice markets
in the north of the province. It is held every Saturday, and rice
is brought for-sale here both in small and large quaatities, not
only from the surronding villages,’ but from ‘the adjoining Ugli
tract to the east and from the Balaghat district. A certain amount
of rice is purchased here by the Seoni merchants for export by
rail, and is conveyed by road to Seoni railway station. How-
ever several hundred carts of rice are also exported weekly by
road throughout the season from the beginning of November to
the end of March to other parts of the Seoni district and to the .
Narsinghpur, Chhindwara and Jubbulpore districts, partly by
local cartmen and partly by purchasers from outside who bring
their own carts to the market.

The supply of groceries and other provisions to those who
attend the weekly bazar provide employment to a number of
petty shopkeepers, and there are several small shops and a num-
ber of substantial houses in the village. At this bazaar cloth, which
consists- mostly the local country made variety, cattle, tobacco,
groceries, etc., are also sold.

The right of collecting bazaar dues from these sites is auctioned
by the district council for some Rs. 5,000 per annum.

The village has a good Vernacular Middle School with a
troop of Boy Scouts, a Primary Girls’ School, night school for
adults, a dispensary and a police station-house. It is adminis-
tered by the village panchayat, who have substantially improved
the village roads and sanitation, and who keep special bulls sup-
plied by the Agriculture Department for improving the village
breed of cattle. The village is on the whole one of the most
advanced in the district.

‘The total population of the village is 1,409 persons. There
are 117 tenants, who with their families account for about 550 of
the population. The remainder have no rights in land of the
village and live either by agricultural labour, by ‘carting, by petty
trades, etc. The principal castes are the Powars, the Gonds,
Mahars and Katias.

The Powars are well known for their agricultural industry
and their skill in growing transplanted rice of the best varieties
and are the principal malguzary and tenants throughout the rice
tract in the east of the Seoni district and in the Balaghat district
beyond. They claim to be of Rajput origin. The Gonds are
partly tenants, but are mostly agricultural labourers. The Katias
and Mahars are the principal weaving castes, but some of them
also have tenancy land and do argicultural labour.
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The malguzar or landlord is a Muhammadan of old family,.
who also owns other villages and other tenancy land, and has in
the village 251 acres of home-farm. The total land revenue of
this village is Rs. 1,160, and the total value of the property :owned
by the malguzar probably exceeds Rs. 1,00,000. He alleges debts
of Rs. 10,000, secured by mortsage of his property at 9-per cent
interest. These debts are alleged to be old debts. He holds a
title from Government of Khan Sahib. As he is a Muhdmmadan
by religion, he is prohibited from charging interest,’ and there-
fore says that he makes no advances to_his tenants in cash, al-
though he ocdasionally- makes advances in grain.

Cultivation.—The total area of the village is 1,762 acres. Of
this, 280 acres are covered by house sites, tanks, roads, etc.,
1,400 acres are in cultivation and only 82 acres are available for.
grazing of cattle and for nistar. Of the 1,400 acres in cultiva-
tion, only 96 acres are old fallow, 998 acres are under rice and,

65 acres are under wheat, while 145 acres are double cropped.
Some are under kodon-kutki and other similar lighter millets.

_ Nearly the whole of the rice area is well protected and. irri-
gated and there are numerous small irrigation tanks belanging,
either to the landlord or to tenants. Many tanks were either
improved or newly constructed with Government assistance in;
the famine of 1900, and since that date there has been no serious
crop failure in this village. 8 acres are held in absolute-eccup-
ancy right, which includes the right of transfer. The remaining
1,230 acres of tenancy land is held in occupancy right, which does
oot include the right of mortgage or transfer. ' '

Value of land.—Recent transfers indicate an average purchase
value- of these tenancy rights at not less than Rs. 70 per ‘acre,
But as transfer of occupancy tenancy land under the existing
Tenancy Law is practically confined to surrenders to, or the
acquisition of leasehold rights from, the landlord, it is clear that
the value of land if full transfer rights were granted, would be
much greater. ) ) , ‘

The all-round average rent per acre works out at Re. 1-7-8 per
acre. If the value of tenancy land be taken as Rs. 70 per acre,
lt{he 8%resent value of 1,238 acres of tenancy land wouldi be

s. 86, : '

.We have made detailed enquiries from a number of agricul-:
turists as to the cost of cultivation and the normal gross outturr
of crops. The conclusion to be drawn is that the ayerage: costs
of cultivation of transplanted rice come to about Rs. 15 per acre:
This is for the average holding in which outside labour has to be
employed for transplantation and cutting of crop. Im a: small
holdmg_ of not more than 5 or 6 acres most of the agricultural
labour is done by the tenant and his famity; and here the expendi-
ture im less, leaving a larger margin per acre for the sustenance
of the tenant. - Lo

Opinions varied s_omewhat-i as regards' the gross outtirn in
an ordinary year. This must evidently be the case having regard
to the varying quality of land. The ordinary transplanted rice
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land will yield at least 1,000 Ibs. per acre, while the better irri-
gated land may yield 1,500 Ibs. or more. On the basis of crop ex-
periments g2nd the opifiions of cultivators we may take the average
outturn at about 1,200 to 1,400 lbs. which at ordinary prices in
the market would be worth between Rs. 40 to Rs. 50.

The costs of wheat -cultivation are slightly less, as here no
weeding or transplanation is required. The ordinary outturn is
apparently 600 lbs. per acre, worth about Rs. 35 at normal prices.
. The cost. of cultivation and the gross outturn of the minor

millets is less.

We shall then be on very safe ground if w& assume the
ordinary net. profit from agriculture in this village at not less
than Rs. 20 per acre. This of course does not include the ex-
penses of the tenant for his food and clothing. Tularam, Powar,
admits a net profit of Rs. 25 per acre. (statement attached).

Debts.—The total amount of debts allesed by tenants is
Rs. 18,461, which includes Rs. 5,440 debts incurred for non-
agricultural business. For .instance, Nabbu, Pinjara, holding 9
acres of tenancy land at Rs. 10 rent, owes Rs. 7-8-0 arrears of rent
to the landlord, but also alleges a debt of Rs. 2,600 incurred
from losses in the retail sale of tobacco. '

One Bachhulal Bania carries on a wholesale trade in tobacco
in Barghat, He has been carrying on this business for the last
S50 years, and states that he has .an average income therefrom of
Rs. 4,100 per annum. He imports tobacco wholesale and
advances it to retail dealers for sale in the surrounding villages,
receiving payments from them after they have disposed. of the
tobacco. Several persons allege they have incurred debts in this
business in addition to Nabbu, Pinjara, who owes Rs. 2,600 as
noted above. Ishwari Oudhiya, who holds 5 acres of land at Rs. 10
rent, .alleges a similar debt of Rs. 800 incurred in the tobacco
business, and there are several other similar sums. These persons
were not clear in their statements with regard to these debts,
but our enquiries tend to show that these alleged debts of
Rs. 5,400 incurred in the tobacco business aré not for the most
part of debts at all, but are simply the sums.still outstanding
against these persons for tobacco, which they had taken from
Bachhulal, Bania, for sale. '

It would not therefore seem to be proper to include this
Rs. 5,400 in the total sum of agricultural indebtedness. And if .
this amount be excluded, the total debts of tenants come to
Rs. 13,021. The total rental demand for these tenants is Rs. 1,841.
The total area which they hold in this village is 1,238 acres, which
at Rs.- 70 per acre we have assumed to be worth Rs. 86,660
Agricultural indebtedness in this village, therefore, represents as
follows :— o

(1) Seven times the rent.
(2) About Rs. 10-8-0 per acre.
3) Abl?ultd 15 per cent of the value of the land which they

old.
{4) About half the average net profits from the land, and
less than:one-third the value of one year’s gross
--outturn. -
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The total indebtedness of the tenants is classified as follows.: —
(1) OId debt Rs. 2,681. ,
(2) Arrears of rent due to landlord Rs. 7. L
(3) For purchase of land, seed, bullocks, ete., Rs. 4,784,
(4) For construction .of houses Rs. 415.
(5) For purposes of money-lending Rs. 300.
(6) For litigation Rs. 150. )
(7) For weddings and other ceremonies Rs. 3,850.
(8) For other non-agricultural business Rs. 5,440.

The debts of tenants are extraordinarily little if we’ exclude
the inevitable debts incurred in marriages. Several tenants have
incurred- debts exceeding 20 times their rent for marriages. -39
out of 117 tenants are entirely free from debt, while excluding
the debts for the tobacco trade and three tenants who have over-
whelmed themselves with debts for the purchase of ‘new tenancy
‘right, there are not many tenants who are heavily indebted.
Among these, for ‘instance, Karoo, Powar, with 4 acres of land
at Rs. 8 rent, had borrowed Rs. 300 for marriage expenses at 25

er cent interest; Govindram, Powar, ‘pays Rs. 11 rent, -owes

s. 50 to the bank and has also borrowed Rs. 250 at 18 per cent
interest from a sowkar for marriage expenses; Doma, Powar, with-
4 acres of land at Rs. 10-8-0 rent, owes Rs. 100 to bank, has also
borrowed Rs; 300 at 25 per cent interest for marriage expenses;
Dalloo, Lohar, with 9 acres of land at'Rs. 14 rent owes Rs. 400
old debt to sowkars at 25 per cent interest, while Mt. Mulla,
Gondni, with 5 acres of land at Rs. 10 rent, owes Rs. 640 old debt \
to- sowkars -which is alleged to be now without interest; Bitli,
Teli, with 3 acres of land at Rs. 3 rent, owes Rs. 300 to sowkars.
There are instances of tenants who are really embarrassed by debt.
This embarrassment is, however, due rather to: high. rate of
interest than to the amount originally borrowed. ‘

The individual indebtedness of tenants seems to have no direct
relation to their individual assets or necessary cultivating expendi-
ture. The biggest tenant Phatesingh, Gond, pays Rs. 80 for 46
acres of land and owes Rs. 300 at 25 per cent interest borrowed
from mahajans for purchasing bullocks. While Bhajanlal, Mehra,
paying Rs. 49 for 32 acres, alleges that he owes Rs. 900 at 18 per
cent interest incurred for purchase ‘of seed and bullocks. On
the other hand Tularam, Powar, paying Rs. 62 rent for 35 acres
of land, is edtirely free from debt and further admits that he
has invested Rs. 1,000 in money-lending at 25 per cent. interest.
Hé explains that he began with a smaller holding and purchased
20 acres of land for Rs. 1,750 out of his agricultural profits. - He
also stated- that his present capital of Rs. 1,000 now invested in
money-lending was also. earned out of the profits of his land.

He made the interesting statement that none of his debtors
has up to now repaid any of the principal and that they pay
interest only. . It seems, very -probable, having regard to local
custom, that Tularam, Powar, is himself not particularly anxious
to recover the principal so long as he can obtain a regular income
by the recovery of interest. ; '
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- . Then again Dharma, Powar, pays Rs. 35 rent for 18 acres of
land, but has no debts and does Rs. 100 worth petty money-
lending, while Dhondia, Mehra, pays Rs. 18 for only 5 acres, yet
is free from_debt, and does a small grain lending business, and
Kohakram, Powar, pays Rs. 38 for 19 acres is free from debt and
does Rs. 100 worth petty money-lending. '

There are many other tenants with quite small holdings who
are entirely free from debt, e.g., Naru, Pardhan, with 5 acres at
Rs. 7-12-0 rent, Mulchand, Mehra, with 3 acres at Rs. 7 rent,
Mihilal with 4 acres at Rs. 7-8-0 rent and Mt. Ramlo, Gondni,
with 11 acres at Rs. 9 rent, etc., etc. -

There is no evidence pointing to the excessive fragmentation
,of holdings as the cause of indebtedness in this village. Several

-tenants have incurred debts at a heavy rate of interest for the
acquisition of new tenancy rights. Mehroo, Powar, has 4 acres
ﬁt Jand at Rs. 6-8-0 rent. The net profit from this holding at

s. 20 per acre may be assumed to be Rs. 80 per annum. Yet
be borrowed Rs. 200 at 25 per cent interest for part payment of
premium for the leasehold right, and has therefore to pay Rs. 50
per.annum interest on the loan against Rs. 6-8-0 rent. Similarly,
.Hagaria, Mehra, owes Rs. 300 at 25 per cent interest for acquir-
.ing ‘4 acres of land at Rs. 8-8-0 rent. The annual interest of
Rs, 75 must sure!ly absorb practically the whole of the net profit
to.his holding. The third case is that of Dallu, Powar, who has
borrowed Rs. 200 at 25 per cent interest for acquiring leasehold
right in 3 acres of land at Rs. 7-8-0 rent. It seem to be perfectly
clear that these persons will never be able to pay the annual
interest and are likely sooner or later to lose their land, and be
left with a burden of debt. Their last state will be worse than
their first.: , —

Government loans.—In the whole village only Rs. 15 has
been advanced as (Government taccavi, although Rs. 4,784 of
debt have been .incurred for purely agrirultural purposes, i.e.,
for the purchase of land, seed and bullocks, and this debt is nearly
all at 25 per cent interest.

Co-operative Credit Bank—There is one co-operative society
with 19 members. They hold between them 202 acres of land on
a total rental of Rs, . They have borrowed from the Central
Bank Rs. 1,574. The bank charges the society at 9 per cent and
the members themselves pay 12 per cent to the society. But in
addition. they also owe Rs. 2,155 other debts to sowkars. Most
of the latter debts are at a rate of 25 per cent interest. The
total indebtedness of these members of the co-operative credit
bank comes to Rs. 3,829, which represents about 12 times their
rent with an average indebtedness of Rs. 18-4-0 per acre. That
1is to say, that the indebtedness of the 19 members of the co-opera-
tive bank is considerably above the average indebtedness of the
village as a whole. : .

Indigenous Bankers.—Including the debt owed by the mal-
-guzar 94 per cent of the total indebtedness of the village is owed
to indigenous bankers or sowkars. The malguzar’s debt of
Rs. 10,000 being on a mortgage is at 9 per cent interest. as the
tenants have no power to mortgage their land and have nothing
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to mortgage except their houses practically all of the remaining
debts owed to sowkars are unsecured. -The prevailing rate. of
interest on unsecured debt is ‘‘salsawai’ or 25 per cent interest
per annum. There are no: really big money-lenders in_this im-
ortant village. Some of the Powar tenants, such as Tularam,
f)harmu, etc., do some petty money-lending at 25 per cent
interest, and many of the Powar tenants are in the habit of bor-
rowing from their relations from whom the rate of interest is
sometimes a little lower. Sheonath Lala, Kalar, and Bachhulal,
Bania, do a certain amount of money-lending. Sheonath is also
a liquor contractor and.general merchant. Bachhulal, Bania,
is mainly a wholesale dealer in tobacco as is explained above.
One Hassoo Miyan lends out small sums at a high rate of interest.
There is one Rohilla money-lender, Jan Mohammad, who is in a
class by himself. He charges not less than 75 per cent interest after
deducting one anna in the rupee at the time of advancing the
money, he has some Rs. 500 or Rs. 600 invested in this business.
He is usually able to recover his debts by the ‘force of his own
personality as is the habit of these Rohillas, without going to the
civil courts. When we enquired in the village as to. who bor-
rowed money from this man, the reply received was that no
respectable person, who had any credit, or' who could. borrow
money from any one else, ever borrowed money from him. It
appears, therefore, that he also serves a certain purpose and there
is some gustiﬁcation for the high rate of interest, which. he
charges, having regard to the instability of his debtors. He prin-
cipally advances small sums to agricultural labourers and other
- persons of this class.

. .Conclusions.—The conclusions to be drawn from the enquiry
in this village would appear to be :as follows:—

The village is typical of the best rice haveli tract of east
Seoni and Barghat. Owing to the presence of the wholesale
market, marketing of crops presents no difficulty, with the excep-
tion that some tenants are compelled to sell off their produce as
soon as it is harvested in order to replenish their resources, which
are usually exhausted by the time the harvest comes.  Tenants
have to incur some Rs. 12 to Rs. 15 per acre expenses in the 6
months prior to the coming of the rice harvest for cultivating their
crops, and many of them borrow for the purpose. Much of the
debt in this village consists of these short-term loans which will
now be repaid as soon as the crop is harvested. The present high
rates of interest absorb a disproportionate amount of their net
savings and must retard their economic advancement. )

The tenants admitted the importance of manure for the pro-
duction of transplantation ‘of rice. They stated, however, that
the cattle manure from the village was inadequate for the whole
cropped area, and unanimously stated that they would be most
willing to make use of any artificial or other manure obtainable
at reasonable prices. It is a fact well known to agricultural
chemists that a good rice crop is impossible without heavy manur-
ing, and it is possible that the net profits might be doubled with
an adequqte supply of manure. This is one of the principal needs
of the rice tract requiring special finance.. Land is usually

38 !
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manured once in two or three years, and-if arrangements could-
be made whereby ‘anure could be supplied on credit at a reason-
able rate of interest repayable in two or three years, the wealth
of this tract would be substantially increased.

The tenants in this tract as elsewhere throughout the plateau
are liable to suffer very heavy losses from time to time owing to
cattle epidemics.  Cases came to our notice of tenants, who
purchased a pair of bullocks for substantial sums, which had died
within two or three months from rinderpest or some other;
disease. Quite apart from the extraordinary losses due to perio-
dical epldemlcs, the tenant is always required to replace his cattle
after five or six years.- At present he usually falls back upon the
local sowkar who charges on loans 25 per cent interest.

The cases of those, who have acqunred new tenancy right,
are of peculiar- interest. We feel that it is quite obvious that
agriculture can never be carried on upon capital borrowed at 25
per cent interest and certainly not-in a country like India where.
the outturn varies greatly from year to year. The village is typical
of the more secure and more prosperous villages of the rice grow-
ing areas of the Central Provinces. ‘Our enquiry makes it clear
that cultivation in this tract can be carried on at a profit and that
the ‘more industrious and more fortunate cultivators like Tula-
ram, Powar,who do not fall back upon loans at 25 per_cent infer-
est;'can earn a substantial profit. The tract as a whole seems to
be one in which the economic prosperity of the tenants.could be
greatly increased .with proper credit facilities. But the present
credit facilities are lamentable.

This is perhaps not the place in which to discuss at length the
policy of Government in advancing loans under the Improvement
l.0oans and Agricultural Loans Acts. The policy at present would
appear to be to advance money only in poverty-stricken areas or
at-times of scarcity. Upon economic and financial grounds, ‘how-
ever, -there appears to be no .objection to -Government taking

a large part in financing the purchase of bullocks and seed, etc.,
by taccavi-loans in the secure tracts also. In these secured tracts.
at’any rate there is no possible danger of Government losing over
the transaction. "

The co-operative credit society also: is not: functlonmg cor-

rectly. The members have not yet learnt" the spmt of self help,
thrift and co-operation.

The establishment of a land mortgage bank to meet all legm-
mate needs for long-term loans would probably operate . to reduces
the.interest on short-term loans -also. ,

In- this ‘tract much could be done in a thrift- campalgn pro-
vided - convenient savings bank facilities -existed. _

On the whole, the village -is, however, in an economlcally
strong position.

From -the voluntary statements of - the cultlvators it appean
that they have gold and silver worth Rs. 46,342,
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. The following statement wilk show the distribution of the
village -holdings : — : .

, I , » From |From.|From {From Ffom_ Above
Village. Be g " Fé:nllo llr— 1516—2021 -25|26—30131—40| 40 | Total.

acres. |acres. [acres. [acres. |acres. |acres:. acres. acres. )

1 | 2| 3| 4| 5| 6| 7| 8} 9|10
Barghat- | el ss| 1l 15 1] 2 6| 1| 117
STATEMENTS.

65 seers—1 khandi of kapas.

20 kuros—1 khandi of grain.

1 kuro—S8 seers of grain wheat or chawal.
1 surriya—} seer.

Harprasad—

There are 4 persons in. the house, 1 man, 2 women and

1 child. He holds 5.65 acres of mourasi land the rent of
which is Rs. 13.  He has got 1 plough; 2 bullocks and 1 she-
buffalo. No member of the family works in the field. He sows
1% khandis or 8 maunds of seed which yield 78 maunds 6,240
pounds the price of which is Rs. 240. He makes about Rs. 120
from his pan shop.. His annual family expenditure comes. to
Rs. 230. He has got Rs. 80 worth of utensils Rs." 192 worth of
gold ornaments and Rs. 100 worth of silver. ornaments. He says
he only grows rice. He has got one servant for the whole year
to whom he has to pay 7 khandis paddy.which is equal to Rs. 56
plus Rs. 5 in cash.  To the watchman he has to pay one khandi
—Rs. 8. Esxpenses for Khalyan 5 kurcos. He also engaged a
servant for two. months at Rs. 10 a month.
. He borrowed Rs. 245 for buying 5.65 acres of: land and for
improving .it at 24 per cent interest. The land ‘was fallow and
worth Rs. 150 in 1919 when he bought it. After improvement,
i.e., making embankments the land is now worth Rs. 800. He
borrowed Rs. 95 for the pan shop.

Sitoo— .

He is a member of the co-operative society. There
are 5 persons in the house, 2 men, 2 women and. 1 child. He has
9.93 acres of ‘mourasi land, the rent of which is Rs. 10. He has
2-ploughs, 4 bullocks and 2 other heads of cattle. Three members
of the family work in the fields. He sows 3 khandis of seed and
gets 90 maunds worth Rs. 285. He has no_other source of ‘in-
come. His annual family expenses come to Rs. 210. He has one
khandi of grain Rs. 30 worth of utensils, Rs. 46 worth of gold
and Rs. 10 worth-of silver.. He has got one servant for the whole
year at Rs. 60 a year. He sows 3 to 3} khandis which yield 34
khandis of rice. For harvesting he has to pay 4 to 6 surriyas of -
paddy per day. This work is,done mostly by women and the
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tWidges come up to 2 to 3 annas per day. He borrowed from the
co-operative society this year Rs. 50 at 9 per cent interest. Pre-
viously he used to borrow small amounts of Rs. 5 or Rs. 10 at
sawai rates. -

Latkan, Chamar— i )

There are 6 persons in the house, 2 men, 3 women and 1
child. He has 31.46 acres of mourasi land, the rent of which is
Rs. 28. He has got 2 ploughs, 4 bullocks and 3 other animals.
Three members of the family work in the field. He sows 7
khandis of seed which yield 262 maunds worth Rs. 800. He
makes another Rs. 100 a year by making motes. The annual
family expenses come to Rs. 410. He has 5 khandis of grain,
Rs. 30 worth of utensils, Rs. 150 worth of gold and Rs. 50 worth
of silver. He keeps half the land fallow for grazing. He sows
¢ khandis of paddy the yield from which is 80 khandis. He
engages one servant for the whole year for Rs. 60. Another for
three months at Rs. 10 2 month. He borrowed Rs. 100 for bul-
locks at 25 per cent from a Mahajan.

Harlal, Kalar— .

There are 8 persons in the house, 3 men, 4 women and
1 child. He has 37.78 acres of mourasi land, the rent of which
is Rs. 57. He has 2 ploughs, 2 bullocks and S other animals.
Four persons of the family work in the field. He sows 16 khandis
of seed. His annual family expenses come to Rs. 460. He has
10 khandis grain, Rs. 50 worth of ‘utensils and Rs. 100 worth of
gold and silver in the house. He engages two servants for the
whole year at Rs. 60 each and one grazier for Rs. 24. He sows
his own seed 16 khandis of paddy at Rs. 8. For preparing seed-
lings Rs. 60. Weeding Rs. 8. For watching the crops he has to
pay 1 khandi each extra to his two servants engaged for the year.
Harvesting cost comes to 3 khandis at Rs. 8

He used all the cattle dung for manuring from June to
November and makes about 25 cart-loads of cattle dung cakes
which he uses for household purposes. He requires 12 cart-loads
of fuel in addition. This he brings from Government forest
which is 20 to 25 miles' away. "This fuel costs him in all Rs. 2.8-0
per cart. His total expenses thereof comes to— -

Rs. a. p.

Annual servants » . 120000
Grazier .- 24 00
Seed D e ' . 128 0.0
Sowing and transplantation ... . 60 0 0

- Weeding 800
Watching .. 16 0 0O
-Harvesting 24 00
Rent 57 0 0
Total . ... 437 0 0

"~ Other expenses say ame as Chimu,:Kalar 71 0 0

————

. Total .. 508 0 0 or Rs.. 13 per

e S—— acre.
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Outturn. Rs. 1. p.
160 khandis at Rs. 8 — . 1,280 0 0
Less expenses .. 508 0 0

772 0 0 Rs. 21 an acre,

"Chintu, Kalar—

There are 5 persons in the family, 2 men, 1 women and 2
children. He has 38.66 acres of moygasi land, the rent of which
is. Rs. 46. He has 3 ploughs, 2 bullocks and 14 other animals.
No member of the family works in the field. He engages 4 annual
servants, 3 at Rs. 60 a year and 1 boy on Rs. 40 _‘:’ﬁyear. “He -also
-engages 2 women servants who get in all 5} khandis of paddy worth
Rs. 4. He sows 8 khandis dhan which yield 100 khandis ‘worth
Rs. 800 and 4 khandis which yield 16 to 18 khandis wheat at
Rs. 16 per khandi. He sows 12 kuros of lakhori which yield .3
khandis at Rs. 12, b '

He borrowed Rs. 500-about five ‘years ago fori buying bul-
locks, etc., at 12 per cent unsecured and Rs. 200 about two years
ago for marriage of his nephew at 12 per cent unsecured.. The
debt outstanding now amounts to Rs. 500. , o

Cost of cultivation; -

3 servants .. 180 0 0.
1 boy servant w 40 0,0
2 womern servants... . 4400
Paddy seed - . 6470 0O
Wheat seed .. 64 -0 0
Sowing and transplantation e 1500
Harvesting rice ... ' .. 4800
Wheat harvesting... v 1670 0
Rent ' 46 0 0
_Total §77. 0.0, .
Bullock depreciation 30° 00
Feed for 2 pairs ... lg 8 8
Depreciation of cost 1.8 0
Carpenter 112 0
Lohar 34 0
Barber 80 0
Washerman 4..0 0
Bhumsk 110 0
Kotwar 214 0

v Total_‘ :"": r \
. Total expenses Rs. -648, ie., Rs. 17 per acre. .. Y I1d: 100
khandis paddy 2t Rs, 8—Rs. 800. 17 kharI:dirs :vl:-eat at ‘i{s. 17—
Rs. 289.  Lakhori 36. Total Rs. 1,125 or Rs. 30 per acre.’ Less

cost Rs. 17 per acre or Rs. 13 per acre net profit. This man has
underestimated outturns.

Tularam and Lala, Pawar—

. There are 14 persons in the family, 5 men, 4. women and 5
children. They have got 24.26 acres of mourasi land in this vil-
lage, the rent of which is Rs. 44 and in another village 10,42

~3
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acres, the rent of which is Rs. 18. They have got 5 ploughs, 6
bullocks and ‘11 other animals, 9 members of the-family work in
the field. Their annual family expenses come to Rs. 740. They
make another Rs. 250 a year from money-lending. They have
got 50 khandis of dhan in the house, Rs. 150 worth of utensils,
Rs. 900 worth of gold.and Rs. 200 worth of silver.

- They purchased 20 acres of land two years ago for Rs. 1,750.

Expenses of "cultivation.—5 pairs of bullocks at Rs. 100—
Rs. 500, working life eigh® years, i.e.,. Rs. 60 per year. 3 carts
Rs. 60 or Rs. 6 per year. Salt, etc., of the bullocks Rs. 20.
Total Rs. 86. Implements—Lohar 15 kuros—Rs. 6.  Carpenter
(bakhar). Rs. 2-8-0. Nagar 10 at Re. 1—Rs. 10—5 yokes at 8
annas, i.e., 4.annas per year. Ropes Rs. 2.8-0. Bamboo um-
brellas Re. 1-8-0. Bamboo umbrellas for women Rs. 10 kudas
10 annas. One datari 12 annas. For one year 6 annas. Three faw-
das Re. 1-8-0.. One sabal (four years) 4 annas. . 18 hasia (two years)
Re. 1-2.0. Rope for binding 8 annas. Three charat (two years)
Re. 1-.8-0. Total Rs. 35-12-0, 2 servants at Rs. 60=Rs. 120, 1 boy
at Rs. 40--Rs. 40. Total Rs. 160. Seed dhan J0 khandis at
Rs. 8-Rs. 80, 5 khandis pissi at Rs. 16—Rs. 80—21 seers juar
10 annas. 2 kuros popat Rs. 2. - 12 kuros masur Rs. 12—1% khandi
lakhori Rs. 18. The total:sum Rs. 192-10-0. Sowing and trans-
plantation :Rs. 100. Polas Rs. 2. Total Rs. 102. Village ser-
vants: Kotwar. Rs. 3-14-0. Bhumak 4 kuros Rs. 2. Garpagari
1 kuro' 8 annas. Barber 1} khandi—Rs. 10. Dhobi 5 kuros—
Rs. 2. 'Teotal Rs. 18-6-0. harvesting paddy 10 khandis Rs. 80.
Total expenses Rs. 674-12-0 or Rs. 19 per acre. Yield paddy
125 khandis at Rs. 8—Rs. 1,000, wheat 25 khandis at Rs. 16—
Rs. 400, juar 4 kuros Rs. 14, popat 6 kuros Rs. 3, masur 2} khandis
Rs. 42, lakhori 5% khandis Rs. 66. Total Rs. 1,525 or Rs. 44
per acre. Net profit Rs. 25 per acre.

Damdi, son of Bhangi, Mahar—

There are 2 men, 2 women and 6 children in the house. He
has 20.86 .acres- of mourasi land. The rent is Rs. 32-8-0. He
has one plough, 2 bullocks and 3 other animals. Four members
of the family work in the field. He sows 9 khandis dhan which
yield 1574 maunds worth Rs..480. He also makes Rs. 50 from
his loom.. He has got Rs. 40 worth of utensils and Rs. 100
worth of gold-and silver in the house.

Eachhbo, money-lender—

_ His income is Rs. 4,100 per year, mostly from tobacco busi-
ness. All the loans are unsecured. Interest charged depends
upon .the character of the borrower and the sumr borrowed. 25
per cent .is charged .on small sums. - 12 per cent on sums over
Rs. 100. . When. he :se}ls- tobacco on: credit he charges a higher
pricaithan.when cash is paid.- On security of gold and silver he
charges about 18¢ per cent. No difference is made in the rate of
interest between gold and silver pawn as security, but against
gold a higher advance is made than against silver.

Hassumiyan—
"He is' 2. member of the co-operative society. There are 2
men, 1 'woman and ‘3 children in the house. He has 26.34 acres
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of mourasi land, the rent of which-is Rs. 33-12-0. He has got
3 ploughs, 2 bullocks, 12 cows and 10 other animals. Two
members of the family work in:thé field.” He sows 10 khandis seed
whick yield 149} maunds worth Rs. 512. He makes about
Rs. 200 a year by selling milk.  He borrows money to lend again,
He has got Rs. 10 worth of utensils and Rs. 200 worth of gold
and silver in the house. He borrowed from the co-operative
society Rs. 200 for bullocks and cultivation expenses and from
Bachhoo Rs. 300 at 12 per cent.  He has lent to Bhangi, Teli,
Rs. 100 at 25 per cent.

Muhammad Jan Khan (Kabuli money-lender)— _

He lends from 5 to 6 hundred rupees. He started in 1919,
and charges 6} per cent per month, i.e., 75 per cent per year. In
case of law suits the court allows this raté of interest. Only
those people borrow.from Kabuli ‘money-lenders who. cannot get
any loan from anybody else. They lend, say, Rs: 10 out of which
they take back at the time:of lending 10 annas; then'one anna
per-rupce interest is charged on the whole Rs. 10: - Thus thé rate
of intercst in practice is something higher than 75 per cent: =~



304

' APPENDIX ELLIV.
- PLATEAU ZONE.
+ CHHAPARA, TAHSIL LAKHNADON, DISTRICT “SEONI.

_ Dongareya-Chhapara, commonly known as Chhapara, situated
on the Seoni-Narsinghpur road from Nagpur to Jubbulpore, 21
miles north of Seoni in the Lakhnadon tahsil, was in pre-British
days the capital of the Seoni district with a population of some
30,000 persons.

The population now is 3,238 persons. There are 23 occupancy
tenants holding 1,003 acres on’Rs. 629 rent and 5 malik-makbuzas
or plot proprietors with 39 acres on Rs. 61

The malguzar. has 372 acres of home-farm. He also owns
other villages with a large home-farm and should be in a satis-
factory condition. ‘ . ' '

. He, however, owes Rs. 36,380 debts, the causes of which he.

cannot. satisfactorily explain. He séems to be an improvident-
person and his statement as regards costs and profit of agriculture,
if true shows him to be a very bad farmer. The tenants and
malik-makbuzas owe Rs. 11,487 at interest averaging about 18
per cent. :

The principal crops in the village are wheat, cotton and juar,
The village lies in a tract which seems very .insecure. For several
years the crops have been very poor last year the rust did great
damage, while this year frost and rust produced a famine and
‘relief works” were opened at Chhapara. In a normal year the
value of the gross crop outturn may approximate to Rs. 25 to
Rs. 30 per acre. The normal outturn of the 765 acres cropped
area would be about Rs. 20,000. During the last three years the
losses from poor crops may have amounted to Rs. 6,000,
Rs. 10,000 and Rs. 14,000, total Rs. 30,000.

Under these circumstances it is not surprising to find the agri-
culturists indebted and the crops in this tract seems always liable
to failure.

The village has considerable trade in cotton, hemp and grain.
An annual fair of someé importance is held in the village in January
and February and lasts for six weeks. A large trade in cattle,
cloth and other articles is done in the fair. The area is 1,400 acres
and the population is 3,238. Total cropped area is 765. Dadu
Jugal Kishore, a Kayasth, is the malguzar of the village. There
are two vernacular middle schools, a night school for adults, a
police. station-house, a dispensary and a post office in the village
which is managed by a village panchayat.

The main source of credit is the mahajan. The co-operative
movement has not been able to break the monopoly. of the
mahajan, and as Government cannot find the whole sum required
to finance normal agricultural operations, the mahajan does mot
feel the necessity of reforming his methods of business. In the
villase there are 20 sowkars. They are either Parwars or Marwaris.
Their business extends to the whole tract surrounding Chhapara,
i.e., to 100 villages or more. Beside lending money, they trade
in cloth, grain, hemp and kirana, Ordinarily they have their owo
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capital: They receive ro: deposits. Occa:siona]ly they -have :to
borrow to lepd, but generally their own capital is sufficient to' meet
all the requitements of their clients.

The rate of interest.—The rate of interést varies fromr Rs. 9 to
Rs. 36 per cent. It depends on the status of the borrower, the
security he can, offer, and the amount borrowed. As most. of the
cultivators hold lands in occupancy right, loans as a rule are taken
on personal security. The other form of seturity on which loans
are taken are :— o . \ )

- (1) Dastavez or bond. written on a stamped paper. Condi-

tions of loan and the rate of interest are clearly mentioned, as
also the penalty in case of default.
- (2) Sarkat is a kind of bond written on plain paper. It is
not attested and the rate of interest is not mentioned in the sarkat.
This form is accepted from those in whose honesty the mahajan
has faith. It does not require stamp duty."

(3). Rahan or mortgage.

(4) Girvin or pawn. This is very common. A person-who
has no credit and who wants money borrows money on the security
of gold or silver ornaments. The rate of interest is slightly lower
in this case. .

(5) Loans in kind are made on sawai or Deodha systems.
Cultivators require grain for seed and khawai and ‘borrow it
either from the .landlord or mahajan on this system.

Compound intevest is o6rdinarily. charged on cash loans;
Considering the cost of litigation and bad debts, the average rate
of interest that a mahajan thinks he gets on his.capital at:the end
of a year is Rs. 9 to Rs. 10 per cent. It must be considerably more
or how else could Ramlal Dinaram who started money-lending
with borrowed capital about 30 years ago, be worth. Rs. 60,000
today. It is not possible to guage the intensity of prejudice against
the money-lender. That it exists, is a fact and the following two
sayings will .illustrate it :— . .

(1) “Jis. Ka hove Bania Yar, Use nahin dushman darkar”.
(He who has a Bania friend requiries no enemy.).

(2) “Tarwar Ka Mara bachjay, Magar Parwar Ka Mara nahin
bache.” (A man struck by a sword may: live but one struck by a

arwar cannot survive.) S

The mahajans, as a class, do not -consider landed property a
good investment, and ‘look upon the administration. of,such.pro-
perty as a somewhat unprofitable burden. They .acquire land
rather from.necessity than fom choice. They are happy if they
can get the interest regulatly and accept land as a last resort.

.- The mahajans of this village favour the idea of Debt, Con-
cilation Boards and debt .clearing banks. They. want these to be
under Government control. They have no objection if mahajans
are licensed.and compelled.to” give copies of accounts to- their
clients, : -

Analysis of the indebtedness—There are 28 tenants and one
malguzar in the village. Of thesé, only five are free from :debt.
The total secured and unsecured debt amounts to Rs. 47,837. The

39 ’
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malguzar is- heavnly indebted and owes Rs. 36,350. The balance
Rs:11,487 is due from the tenants.

(a) The average debt per tenant comes to Rs. 410

‘(b) The average debt per iridebted -tenant' comes to -Rs. 499
or'Rs..25 per acre of the tenancy-land.

(¢) The debt s multiple of the rent !s Rs 16 and. of the -land
révenue is-Rs. 36.

‘(d) ‘Deducting old debt Rs. 28,850 ‘wé have to account for
Rs. 18,987. Of this, Rs. 5,498, i.e., 28 per cent, was'spent on pro-
ductive and’ Rs 13,489, i.e., 72 per cent ‘on" unproductlve pur-
poses. ‘

dncome frem cultivation.—Deducting the cost of cultlvatlon,
the average normal net profiticomes to Rs. 10 per dcre according
to tlie statemenits of the cultivators themselves. -

' Marketing. ——As the village has a good miarket, the cultwators
find no difficulty in selling their produce. But as there is no
arrangement to store grain, quite a largde number of cultivators are
required to sell ‘their produce immediately after the crops are
barvested.. .In the neighbouring villages about 25 per cent of the
cultivators sell “their produce in their own villages to itinerant and
petty traders or to agents of big firms. Others bring their crops to
the market. They are not required to- sell their produce’ to their
mahajans. They, no doubt, offer it, in the first instance, to the
mahajan, and if he is not prepared to purchase it at the prevail-
ing rdtes, they-sell’it to any one who is willing to pay the market
pate,

Saving habzt ~The cultivator is not as improvident as he is
generatly believed to be. He saves if he can, and invests in gold
and- silver ornaments. He does not deposit it in any Bank. In
" Chhapara there is a postal savings bank, but excepting: Govern—
ment servants, none takes advantage of it. The reason said . to
be is that they do not know how to open an account.

The large .nan-agricultural population earri their living by
private service to’ the merchants, or by carting, efc. 'Chhapara
is one of the _principal markets of the north of -the district, and
all'” grain,” cotton, "hemp. etc.. exported, is carted by road to
Seoni the ‘nearest rallway station.

From the voluntary statements of the cultivators it. appears
that they have gold and silver worth Rs. 2

,The followmg statement ‘will _show the dlstnbutlon of the
vrllage hol dmgs e T

. S Betow From From.,”li‘-rdm ’F_rom .Fretn‘ From A'hoveli o
o '_Villége’. S, | 610111516 -20}21—25{26 —30[31—40[ 46 |Total.
v .0 ° . [actes. |acres. [acres. |acres. [acres. |acres. (acres.{acres. | .

P NS

-

1 [ 23| 4| sl 6| 7] 8| 9]0

Chapara 2 ’ e
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STATEMENTS;

Dadu Jugal Koshor, malguzar of Surkhera, Jaman Pani and
‘Deori— . L '
His sir and. khudkasht amount to 744 acres, half rabi
(wheat, gram and. maspr) and half kharif (cotton, juar and urad).
"Seed cotton. 6 seers per acre yield 130 seers. Juar 1 kuro, i.e.,
8 seers, plus 4 kuros urad. One kuro of this mixture is sown per
acre, yield 65 seers juar, 65 seer§ urad (compare -Chhuto,
Kumhar). Wheat 8 kuros per acre yield 46 kuros. If Mahut is
received, gram 6 kuros per acre yield 36 kuros. Debt Rs. 28,000
borrowed on mortgage of four villages from Rai Bahadur Puran
Shah and Jumanlal originally. at 6 per cent. The fate has now
gone up to 12 per cent as he did not pay instalments regularly.
The ‘arrangement was that every year he would pay the whole
“interest plus Rs. 1,000 for two years. In this way the whole of 28
‘(thousand rupees was to,be paid in 13. years. The sum was
borrowed six years back. No instalment of interest or capital has
:been. paid- at all. So after three years the rate went up to 12
per cent, The arrangement was that if the first instalment was
not paid, 12 per cent interest would be charged on the iftalment
'sum, while the rate of interest on the principal amount would
continue to be 6 per cent. This would also continue so far as the
second instalment was concerned. If there was a default, then-
12 per cent would be, charged.on, the whole amount.

L ]
 Thirty years ago he had a lending business of -Rs. 10,000,
‘including the grain loans. 25 per cent was charged on grain and
24 per cent on money. Apart from thé 25 -thousand rupees of
secured debt. he has also an unsecured debt of 10 thousand rupees
"at 12 per cent. Cause of indebtedness, two sons have been edu-
‘cated up to the B. A, This has ‘cost him: 10: thousand rupees.
“There have been eleven marriages in the family which cost -him
22 thousand rupees. Litigation cost him 5 thousand rupees. 'He
has also spent considerable amount in building houses in his
villages and making improvements in his lands. Duringthe last
25 years he_ has added 25 acres to his home-farm. This he has got
as tenants - have ~surrendered land. He sells. everything at
Chhapara direct for :cash. .He lets out 300‘acres of his home-
~farm at half batai and sublets 25 acres at Rs. 4 an acre. 100 acres
are lying fallow for four. or five years as .nobody would take. it
‘on sub-lease and he cannot cultivate it himself. ’lyhe land is quite
good and is fit for wheat and cotton. The rest he cultivates him-

self. ‘During the last 26 years-there have been five bad years:

-Chhutti, Kumhar— .
He is '3 member of the co-operative society. There
are 3. men, 2 women and 1 child in the house. He has
41 acres of mourasi land, the rent of which is Rs, 70. He has
;S;plq\_:ghs, and 2.pairs- of bullocks. Five members of the family.
-work in the field. He has Rs. 50. worth of grain and Rs. 20.worth
;of utensils in the house. The total family expenses come to about
‘Rs. 415.. He borrowed from the- co-operative society Rs. 300
at 9 per cent to buy 6 bullocks for Rs. 200 and seed-for Rs. 100
three years ago. Taccavi Rs. 110 at 6} per, cent for bullocks
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four years ago. From mahajan Rs. 1,045 at 24 per cent two years
-ago.. This was partly on account of cloth during a marriage.
He bought on credit 150 rupees worth of cloth at 24 per cent
.interest. He also_borrowed seed at sawai. It is not available
’{;ow even at devdi. If the grain debt is not paid af the next
‘harvest, thén this, together with interest, is converted into a cash
‘debt_at 24 per cent interest. He also bought on credit another
'Rs. 125 worth of cloth. -He sows 20 acres-with wheat, gram
“and masur and 20 acres with cotton and juar. He sows 3 khandis
. wheat which yield 9 khandis at Rs. 18=Rs. 162. 10 kuros gram
‘which yield 2 khandis at Rs. 15—Rs. 30 5 kuros masur which, yield
1 khandi at Rs. 18=Rs. 18. He sows 3 seers of cotton seed
‘per acre which yield 50 seers of kapas.. From his
10"acres he gets 8 khandis of kapas at Rs. 15=Rs. 120. He sows
4’ acres with-juar and urad. In the proportion of one to four
“which yields'4 khandis juar at Rs. 10=Rs. 40 and 2 khandis urad
at Rs. 12=Rs. 24. Expenses—3 pairs of bullocks Rs. 200,
working life four years=Rs. 50 a year. Feed during the
year Rs. 52.3 khandis seed Rs .60, 10 kuros gram Rs. 7-8-0, 5
. kuros gnasur Rs. 4-8-0, 4 kuros urad Rs. 4, 1 kuro juar ‘Re. 1.
‘Cotton seed Rs. 4. Implements same as Baraghat. ‘3 ploughs at
‘Rs. 3-12.0 per year. Three bakhars Rs 3-12-0 per year. Other
implements Re. 1 per year. '

e Servants—One yearly servant at Rs. 60; sowing rabi Rs. 7-8-0;
weeding kharif Rs. 50; watching Rs. 3; fencing Rs. 2; threshing
floor; etc., Rs. 4; other charges Rs. 2; total expenses bullocks and
their feed Rs. 162. Seed Rs. 81; implements Rs. 81-8-0; wages,
-ete., Rs. 128-8-0; rent Rs., 70; kotwar Rs. 4-6-0; total outturn

. cotton Rs. 120; juar Rs. 40; urad Rs. 24; wheat Rs. 162; gram
Rs. .30; masur Rs. 18 and other things Rs. 30; total Rs. 424 less
expenses Rs. 394. Profit Rs. 30. He earns Rs. 50 on carting.

- His annual family expenses come to Rs. 415. i

"Mana, Kumhar—

There are 3 men, 1 woman, and 2 children in the
‘house. He has 11 acres of mourasi land in the village the rent
-“of which is Rs. 12, and 21 acres outside .the village the rent of
which'is Rs. 15. He has got 2 ploughs and 3 pairs of bullocks.

. ‘Three .members. of the family work in the field. He sows 16
rupees worth of seed which yield 32 maunds worth Rs, 128. Other
.income. he earns as Kumhar Rs. 100. He has got Rs. 16 worth of
grains and Rs. 4 _worth ‘of utensils. He has borrowed from
Government Rs. 56 for embankments, bullocks, seed, etc., Rs. 40
_rent unpaid which the court has decreed with 12 per cent interest,
'Rs, 80 from mahajan, he bought Rs. 9 worth of cloth 10 or 12
‘years ago.. This has now been converted into a cash debt of Rs. 80
“at 12 per. cent interest. . He gets receipt when the payment is
made. He ‘sells his produce in the village market for cash with-

' out the ‘help of any middleman. He complains that ~when
““weighed in the market the produce weighs less than when weighed
".at home. .After the sale of his produce he keeps any surplus
_‘there may be at home for future requirements; he does not lend
it to anybody for he is afraid lie may not-get it back when he
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wants it. In case of non-payment of rent, sawai is charged by
malguzar on default.. For seed devodhi is charged. In ordinary
years after paying for cultivation expenses he gets a_surplus of
-Rs. 50 and he makes another Rs. 100 as a Kumbar. His annual
_family expenses come to about Rs. 415.

Devi Rajval— » . )

There are 3 men, 2 women -and 1 child in the house. He
has 13 acres of mourasi land and the rent of which is Rs. 30.. He
-has 2 ploughs, 4 bullocks and 8 other animals.  Four members
of the family work in the field. He sows Rs. 48 worth of seed
which yield 32 maunds worth Rs. 128. 'He makes another
100 rupees in wages and Rs. 50 by carting. He has got Rs. 40
worth of grain, Rs. 15 worth of utensils, Rs. 70 worth of gold and
“silver in the house. e has taken 17 acres.of land on-half batai,
S for rabi and 12 for kharif. The weeding expenses for 12 acres
of kharif amount to Rs. 60. The rate for-weeding is 45 x 30 cubits
for 7 annas. He has borrewed from Government Rs. 68—Rs. 20
‘for one bullock, Rs. 15 for weeding and 3 bags of wheat. for
sowing. From co-operative sqciety Rs. 100 and 2 bags of wheat
last year at 12 per cent. From mahajan Rs. 700 for cloth,
‘marriages,. cultivation, etc., at 25 to 374 per cent. Thére were
several marriages in the last 15 years for which he had to spend
Rs. 700. There is no laoni system in the village. He gets cash
for sale in the village market. The annual family expenditure’
is Rs.-270.. - :

Kunji, Kumhar—

He is a ‘'member of the co-operative. society. There are 1
"man,'and 1 woman in the house. ‘He has 12 acres of moursi land
the rent of which is Rs. 19-4-0. He has 1 plough and 2 bullocks.
He alone works in the field. He sows Rs.:48 worth of seed which

ield 40 maunds worth Rs, 160. ‘He makes another Rs. 40 as a

umhar. He has got Rs. 10 worth of utensils in the house. He
has borrow_rec_i from Government Rs. 40 for embankment and three
bags of Pissi=Rs, 48 for seed: From co-operative society 100
rupees for bullocks and household expenses three or four years
-ago and 2 bags of wheat worth Rs. 32 for seed last year, from
mahajan Rs. 240. He had bought on -credit 100 to, 150 rupees
worth of clothat the time of his son’s marriage four ‘years ago
at 24 per cent. He has already paid Rs. 120. Interest 12 per cent.
He complains he does not gét any receipt for the payments. He
sells his produce direct in the village market to the highest bidder
and gets cash. ‘Out of this, he makes payment ‘to’ the mahajan.
He uses the usual sort of implements and -his holding is just what
was before. He engages one servant at 4 khandis of grain pro-
duced in the field, i.e., wheat, juar, birra, kodon, etc. In two-
thirds of an acre he has sown hemp 3 kuros seed=Rs. 4. No
weeding is required. For taking off fibre 3 pice a seer; yield 2
maunds Rs. 16, less expenseés Rs. 6=Rs. 10. Expenses of bullocks
feeding, etc., have not been calculated. 1} acre jangi seed 5
annas, yield 3} khandis=Rs. 12. 4 to 4} acres birra, 4 acres wheat
sowing expense Rs. 2-12-0. Seed 1} khandi birra, two-third wheat
and one-third gram=Rs. 27, 1} khandi wheat=Rs. 27. The
yeilél of1 ggheat and birra is four times. The annual expense come
to Rs. . -
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Mangla, Teli—:

There are 2 men, 3 women -and 3 children in the house. He
has 10 acres of mourasi land, the rent of which is Rs. 13. .He has
one plough, 5 bullocks and 13 other animals. - Only one man
works in the field. He has no debts. ‘Apart from cultivation
he makes Rs. 300 a year by carting. Out of this, about Rs. 195
.must be deducted; on account of bullocks and feeding. From milk
Rs. 80 .and from oil Rs.. 100. Their annual expenditure comes to
aboutRs. 415. He has.got Rs. 150 worth. of grain,. Rs. 25 worth
of .utensils, Rs. 300 worth of gold and silver. He engages one
-annual servant for Rs. 90 and one grazier for Rs. 30

Bina, Sunar—

There;are 3 men, 3 women and 1 child in the house. He has
sone acre.of malik-makbuza land, 21 acres of ‘mourasi land for
-which he has to pay Rs. 2 and Rs. 33 as rent, respectively. -Out-
side. the -village he has .30 acres of land for which he has to pay

Rs. 36 as rent. He has got 2 ploughs, 4 bullocks and 4 other
animals. His seed costs him about Rs. 80 which yields about
160 maunds worth Rs. 640. He also makes another Rs. 50 as a
‘Sunar. The annual family expenses come to Rs. 505. Only one
member of the family works in the field. . He has got Rs. 50 worth
of grain, Rs. 25 worth of utensils, Rs. 400 worth of gold and silver
in :the house. :He borrowed from mahajan Rs. 270, Rs.. 100 for
son’s marriage at 12 per cent two or three years ago, Rs. 60 for
cloth for son’s marriage at 12 per cent Rs. 60 for another son’s
marriage five or six years ago at 12 per cent and Rs: 50 ctoth
for son’s marriage at 12 per cent. He does not get.any receipt
for the payment. When possible he pays every year something.

{He uses the usual kind of implements. He sells his produce
.in-the village market for. cash to the highest bidder. '

Semi, Ahir— S oo

There are 2. men, 3 women and 3 children in the house. He

has. 7. acres of mourasi land the.rent of which.is Rs. 16. He has
one plough, 2 bullocks and 9 other animals. Four persons of
the family work in the field. He sows about Rs. 4 worth of seed
which yield 40 maunds. worth Rs. 160." By carting he makes
Rs. 70. By selling milk Rs. 50. His annual family expenses
amount to Rs. 333. He has got Rs.. 10 worth of grain, Rs. 30
worth of utensils and ‘Rs. 100 worth of gold and silver in the
house. He was a cartman and used to sell milk. Two years ago
he took from the malguzar on payment of Rs. 125 as premium
7 acres. of land the rent of which'is Rs. 16. He had Rs. 125 in
his own house. He had no. debt then. He now owes Rs. 532
at 24 per cent for seed, Rs. 205 for 2 she-buffaloes, last year for
son’s marriage he borrowed Rs. 200. He also borrowed from
.Government Rs. 25. The land he took from the malguzar only
‘paid Rs. 9 to Rs. 10 rent at settlement. Unfortunately the years
following his acquisition of land have been bad years;

Bihari, Kori— ‘

There are.I man, 1 woman and 1 child in the house.
He has 4 acres of malik-makbuza land and 8 acres of mourasi land
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for which he has to pay ‘Rs:-3-8-0 and Rs. 7-8-0 as rent. He has
2 ploughs, 4 bullocks and.7 other animals. Only one member of
the family works in the field. He sows Rs. 72 worth of seed which
yield 74 maunds worth Rs, 256. ~His§ annupal family expenses
amount‘to Rs. 370 He has got Rs. 20' worth of utensils and
Rs. 100 worth ‘of gold and silver. Previously he used to work as
a tailor but for the last 19-20"years he does not work as a tailor
as 'he is 'weak and“his eye-sight is bad. "He has borrowed from
Government Rs: 160 for seed' and embankment, from mahajan
Rs. 100 for cloth, no interest, Rs. 75 for cultivation at 18 per cent,
Rs. 40 for-bullocks at 12 per cent {originally he borrowed Rs. 300
at 18 per cent dut of this only Rs. 40 remdin and the rate of
interest has been reduced). 'Rs. 25 for household expenses, no
interest. He gets from him. things he wants for his ‘house and
he has not to pay any interest as he repays within the month.
He engages 2 servants at -5 khandis each. '

Mulla, Dhimar— | )

Thete are 2 men, 2 'women and 1 child. in theé house. He is
a member of the co-operative society and has 14 acres of mourasi
land the rent of which is Rs. 20. He has 1 plough, 4 bullocks
and 2: other animals. Three members 6f the family work at the
field. 2 servants are éngaged. ‘He sows Rs. 54 worth of seed
which yield 48 maunds worth Rs. 324. "He makes in addition
Rs.:100.by carting and Rs: 35 by fishing. He has got'Rs. 51 worth
of grain and Rs. 10 worth of utensils in the house. The total family
expenses come to Rs. 204. He has borrowed from Government
Rs. 116 for bullocks and: seed, -from co-operative society Rs. 128
to- repay mahajan what .he ‘had borrowed from;him -for'paying
the nazrana; mahajan Rs. - 330 at' 24 per cent for household
expenses, Rs. 50, for:expense- of marriage and Rs. 150.for.cloth at
sawai, He took the land four years jback and ;paid Rs: 250 as
premium sto the malguzar. He had 100 .rupees of his_own: and
borrowed ‘Rs. 150 from mahajan. ‘ R

“General.—In 'the last 10 years 6 cultivators have given' up
land for arrears of rent, debt, ‘etc., and-6 new cultivators have
come in; )

Mithan:Lal, Baniya— _ . '

He 'has 22 acres of malik-makbuza land. His grandfather had
taken it in return for a loan: He sublets it on cash for Rs. 100,
the rent being Rs. .43.

.. -Weaving.—At .one . time .there .were many weavers in the
village. .. Now there are very few. A weaver with two assistants
can finish a_sarai in two days, but this would fetch him only
about 8 annas. This is due to competition of mill-made saris.

he weaver generally buys yarn on credit and has:to pay. 18 to 25
per cent.on the price to the shopkeeper, but cash price and credit
price ars theé same. : ‘ : -

. Selling of cloth on credit—Cloth sold on credit. earns an
interest of 18 to 25 per cent according to the credit of the buy_er.
Cash”price and credit price are just the same. Interest begins
if the priceis not paid within a month.
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APPENDIX E-LV.
PLATEAU ZONE.
"PHULSAGAR, TAHSIL AND DISTRICT MANDLA.

.. A village.of 897 acres on the bank of the: Nerbudda river,
9 miles from Mandla, adjoining the Jubbulpore-Mandla main
road, owned. by an. absentee Bania malguzar, who has an ‘evil
reputatlon as a_landlord. The total area actually occupied for
fullltlvatlon is: 370 acres only The cropping at present is as
ollows

o - ‘ * Actes,
Dhan | : .o 141
Total kharif area ... - 168
Wheat . 148 -
Total rabi area . ..._ . : 244
Total gross cropped ar¢a 412

But 131 acres, or nearly the whole of the dhan area, is-double-
cropped, the net cropped area being 281 acres.

.. . 'The soils-are mainly rich-clay and clay loam, most of whlch
is émbanked, with a little rough and porous soil on the outskirts
of the cultivated. area.

The -average selling value of land here is said to be Rs 50
per acre : but it undoubtedly must be far more, havmg regard
to the character of the cultivation.

Most of the area out of occupation is mcluded in the river or
in “the hill and jungle and there is actually little room for further
extensnon

The tenants-aré mainly Thakurs and other Hindus and do
not belong to:the best cultivating castes, and according to their
statements they carry on their cultivation through hired labour

and seem to_be on the whole a lazy lot of people. The total
rental demand ‘at present is Rs. 276 only.

There are 32 cultivators. Total grain and cash debt is
Rs. 3,644 or Rs. 114 per cultivator. Six are free from debt. The
burden of .debt per indebted cultivator is Rs. 140. All the debt
is unsecured and is taken from the following sources : —

Government . .  Bl3
Co-operative . e 411
- Landlord P i : e . 181
. Mahgjan _ e .7 .. 1,639

Total : .. 3,644

The purposes for which the debts were taken are as follows

. Rs.

' Repayment of earlier debt * - . 660

'Mamage and other ceremonials ao <. 1,081

sLavment of arrears of rent. i . e o239
Seed and manure - o e e 434

Improved implements ) e - 135

Sinking of wells and nmprovements : 665
-y Purchase of land & .. . e 79 -

« Litigation.- . - . R o o - 315
Cler Total ... 3,644

————



313

bout half the debt, i.¢.,'Rs. 1,729, is due from six members of
ﬁlgog(t)-operative- society. 'They owe Rs. 411 to the society and
Rs. 1,318 to the mahajan. ‘Incidence of debt per member comes
to Rs. 288. Deducting the debt from the mémbers of the society,
the village™ indebtedness is insignificant. It comes- to!"Rs. 73
per head only. o ‘ ‘ C S
The cost and profit of eultivation .per acre according to.the:
cultivator’s own statements are as follows :—

[

I'Jouble.. o

| bt e, [ Doty
i : A 2 - ! |
| Re. ~a.:p: [ Rs. a.ps: Ré._ 8.’ p.
Seed (8—10 kuros) . 2’8 0] 6040| '300
Bullocks, one pair valued Rs. 65 for 1 00 100 100
'8 years or Re. B pervear.. = - | Lo C - ‘ -
Labour-ploughing e 012 0 140 L 0
Sowing s - of - 1.4.0( 1.8 0| -2 0.
Weeding . . ~f .1-8 0 - A .0
Harvesting * L «f- 300 200] .5 0
Miscellaneous, 1 : ‘
Clljper;lter_ S kuros siari' and 2§' kiiros|' _iO: 50l 050l 050
unhari. = RTINS A
Lobar § kuros siari and 2§ kuros unbari ..}l 6’5 9] 0 510 -0 5.0
Kotwars -5 kuros siari and 2} kurosi- .0 !5 01 -0.:5 ¢ 0 50
. unhari, C e N o SUNEUIEITS P
irs 050 050 0540
Reat’ il zedel t28 0. 300
Toal .| 13 40| 158 0] 24 q 0
'_G'»"s," produce . ’ . B
o . "~ . .Rs.
-Kharif 4} khandis valued at. e e - 2T
Rabi 2} khandis valued at ., U O |

!

'»,'l‘et‘al-‘ 54

These figures are for cultivatibn by’ hired labouriwhen the culti-
vator does no work himself. ‘The expenses-of -those who-work.—
in their fields would be Rs. 4 to Rs. 5 per acre less. Many also .
breed their own cattle. ' T ' R ’

According to the statement of Karan Singh Rewa Singh which-~
was endorsed by all the cultivators. present, the average net
Income all round including single and J:)uble cropped land come
to Rs. 20 per acre. Thus the''net' agricultural income*in- the
village would be Rs. 8,240 a- year, i.e., more-than double the
fotal debt. - - i . . LT U LT T T

40



311

. The average cost: of cultivation by hired labour for all hold-
ings comes to Rs.. .15 per acre,” The amount required for gulti-.
vation expenses .eyery year would be Rs. 7,416, = Experience;
show that they generally borrow nearly half this sum, and repay
it after.the crops are sold.. People have no difficutly in obtaining:
finance. They desire the right of transfer so that they :may be
able to get money at cheaper rate of interest. Serious complaints’
were ‘made to us-against-the: malguzar who does not allow: nistar
and charges 8 annas a cow and Re.'t a buffalo: for grazing. It
wag also represented to us that the malguzar refused to accept
rent and filed suits of ejectment. But for these troubles, the
tenants said they were quite happy and needed no help.

Although this village is not very far from Mandla, most of
the transactions are carried on in grain, and the financial system
does not seem to have developed very much beyond the stage of
barter. It was pointe