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PREFACE. 

'hE Burma Provincial Banking Enquiry Committee's complete report 
'together with evidence collected by the committee is being published in 

~~hree volumes, of which Volume I is the report prepared by the com
mittee under the title Banking and Credit in Burma, \vhile the present 
vplume contains the replies to the principal questionnaire of the COffi

Qrlttee which is reproduced in Volume I I together with various st,atistics 
arid other matter supplementing Volume I. As the replies in the present 
V'Q\ume are not generally intelligible without the questionnaire for which 
~he,f were_gi~en, this volume is not being sold apart from Volume II. 

,',.&00 chapter of the questionnaire being divided into groups of 
closely related questions, the replies have been divided correspondingly, 
SO ,~ all replifils to each group are collected together, Some passages 
of a.general nature, which were included in some replies and were not 
associated with a particu1ar group of questions have been collected into 
Chapter XIV at the end of this volume. Otherwise the chapters and 
sections_ ()£ this volume' correspond to the chapters and sections of the 
questio~e. The whole of (he replies on any subject will be found 
collec~~d' to~ether in the,sections relating to the questions which concern 
it. . Jt~liouldbe, ob~erved that in the questionnaire a fresh series of 
numbers wa~--bogOn in each chapter; there was thus a break in the 
numbering ~,t the end of each chapter. 

3. The formation of district committees and their sub· committees has 
been ~in the first chapter of Volume I. As the reports of sub~ 
commi~~ aud individual members were generally embodied in those 
of the '~istrict committees, they are not generally distinguished here; 
but in a-Jew cases separate reports were submitted and are separately 
reprdciuced -accordingly, In some cases also, where opinion in the 
district committee was divided, the conflicting views are separately 
reproduced here.' Some deputy commissioners wrote the district reply 
with the aid of the district committee (and its sub-committees) as a 
body of advisers j in some districts the deputy commissioner joined with 
the cOIhmittee in preparing the reply; in others again the district com· 
mittee prepared the reply independently and· the deputy commissioner 
wrote commentsr In some districts different methods were follo\ved for 
different parts of the: questionnaire, Precise information as to tht': course 

,-pursued in each- district was not available to the provincial committee ; 
consequently, while 'remarks definitely shown in the district replies as 
~ ~ . 



iv PREFACE. 

personal remarks of the deputy commissioner have been described llf • 
such in this volume. all other replies from district committees have been' • 
given under the district's name without attempting to discriminate. 
Internal' evidence however often indicates 1!.0w the reply was prepared. 

4. Questions 54 to 61 were on a special footing becal1se deputy com
missioners were asked to deal with them personally. Here too there 
was difference of practice. Some relied upon reports of Land-Records 
or other officers; some associated the district committee with them
selves 'in preparing the replies. 

5. A uniform serial order of the witnesses has been preserved 
throughout in presenting the evidence of each section ; this order is. 
shown by the classified list of witnesses at the end of this volume. 
R~plies by deputy commissioners. including reports of subordinates 
submitted by them. are printed immediately after the replies of the 
respective district connllittee. The comments of divisional commis
sioners upon replies from districts in their divisions precede the replies 
from all those. districts. • 



CONTENTS .. 

I.-Replln to the Questionnaire 

CHAPrER I. - AGRICULTURAL CHEDIT (INCLUDING MARKETING)-

Section 

.. .. 
.. .. 

" 
.. 
.. .. .. 
" .. 

i.-Purposes of Loans 
2.-Crop-loans to Cultivators . 
3.-Crop-loans to Landlords 
4.-Long-term Loans 
S.-Long.term Loana to Cultivators ... 
6.-Long-term Loans to Landlords .•• 
'.-Intermediate Loans ... 
S.-All kinds of Loans 
9.-Marketing of Agricultural Produce 

to.-Organisatiun of ' Agricultural Loans·. 
II.-Agricultural Charge 
12.-Agricultural Insurance 
13.-Value of Agricultural Land 
14.-Stalistics-A 
IS.-Stalistics-B 
16.-Statistics-C 
17.-Stati.tics-D 

CHAPTIR 1I.-CO .... BRclAL CRBDIT 

....-,sHAPTIR 111.-lsDUSTRIE8 

Supplement.-Notes on the FinanciD1( of certain Industries 

CHAPTIR IV.-CRBDrr DOCDHBSTS--. 

Section 
.. 

I.-Negotiable Instruments 
2.-Goods Warranls 
3.-Hundis 
4.-Stamp Duty on Hundi. 

CHAPTER V~CHBOUc.-
Seclion I.-General 

'.-Language of Cheques 

CRAPTIR VI.-R ... ITr.u.",BS 

CHAPTD VII.-INDIGIINOUS BANIUNG

Seclion 

.. .. .. 
" 
• .. .. 

I.-General 
2.-Demsnd DerooiIS 
3.-Find De""';ts 
4.-Provisioa of CUb 
$.--Advancce 
6.-Recoveries 
7.-Monoy-markd 
8.-Co-ordinotioo 
9.-Mis<.-el1aneoos 

. .. 
10.-__ ,' of Indi_ Banlr:ing 

PAGE 
• 1 

1 
11 

-73 

7S 
80 

106 
108 
115 
147 
191 
194 
I~S 

101 
243 
lS6 
264 
274 

281 

311 
337 

352 
3S4 
356 
365 

, .. • 367 • 
387 

3'l6 

4U 
421 
430 
433 
435 
44S 

• 457 
460 
«>8 
49S 

'5GI 



yi • 
CONTENTS. 

CHAPTER IX.-Co·ePERA'PIVB BANKS AND SOCIETIES- • 

Section 1.-Agriculture-Crop Loans 
2.-Agriculture-Long.term Loans 
3.-Agriculture-Intermediate Loans 

... 
" 4.-Co·operative Marketing of Agricultural Produce 
" S.-Co.operative Purchase Societies . 
" ~ 6.-Loans to Traders and Artisans 
II 7.- Bills 
.. .. 
.. 

8.-Debentures 
9.-Long.term Deposits 

10.-Privileges 
11.-General 

CaAPTER X.-SAVING AND INVESTMENT

Section t.-General 

.. 

.. 

2.-Stock Exchange 
3.- Government Securities 
4.-0ther Securities 
5.-Growth of Investment and Banking 
6.-Insurance., . 

C8APTER XI.-MISCELLANEOUS-

Section 
'n 

.. 
l.'-Vernacular Script in Banking 
2.-Pawnbroking 
3.-Equitable Mortgages ... 
4.-TiUe in Land 
S.-Public Funds in Banks 
6.-lmperial Bank of India 
7.-Usurious Lodns Act 
S.-Insolvency of Agriculturists 
9.-Co-operative Societies and Income.tax 

CHAPTER XII.-LAND-MORTGAGE BANKS-

SeetioD t.-Banks for Practical Cultivators 

. .. 

2.-Banks of a Co-operative Character for Practical Cultivators 
3.-Banks of any kind for Practical Cultivators 
4.-Banks for other Landowners ... 
S.-General 

CHAPTER XIII.-BANKING LAW AND PRACTICE

Section 1.-Definition of U Banker .. 
.. .. 

.. 

2.-Definition of II Customer" 
3.-Underwood Decision ••• 
4.-Negligence 
S.-Care in Drawing Cheques 
6.-Pass Book 
7.-Instruments permanently payable to Bearerl ... 
B.-Amendments 10 the Negotiable inatrumeots Ad 
9.-Amendmenta 10 the Hankers' BooIaI Evideoce Act 

PAGE 

507 
529 
540 
544 

.547 
SSG 
554 
559 
562 
565 
575 

587 
620 
621 
627 
628 
634 

640 
642 
648 
651 
660 
tJ62 
664 
682 
688 

693 
697 
717 
731 
733 

739 
743 
744 
744 
745 
746 
747 
748 
748 

CUAPTER XiV.-GBNERAL REpUES 749 

IL-Classlf1ed List of Witnesses In the order In which their 
replies to each section 01 the Questionnaire are printed 763 


