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INTRODUCTION 

THE master-problem of economics is to detei'mine 
the proper relation of the people to the land on 
which they live, and from which they derive their 
sustenance and their wealth. Their rights to 
the land' are bound up with their rights to life 
and liberty, because the right to life implies a 
right to tne means of living, and liberty begins 
with the liberty to use the gifts of Nature to 
satisfy human needs. These rights are inherent 
and Inalienable; the recognition of them is of 
the first importance; and. they ought to be 
asserted at the earliest possible moment, any 
law, custom, or usage to the contrary notwith
standing. . 

This economic problem is at the root of the 
production of wealth, because all wealth is 
ultimately obtained from the land. It is at the 
root of the distribution of wealth, which in large· 
measure follows, and is bound .to. follow, the 
distribution of the sources from which wealth 
is derived. It is at the root of all social· and 
political questions, because the well-being, the 
prospects, and the contentment of a people depend 
on the extent to which they are enabled to make 
use of the natural opportunities. 
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Justice requires that all the people should have 
equal rights to the land which Nature has pro
vided. The rights to land are of a compreh,ensive 
character, for they include the rights to the light 
that shines on it, to the wind that blows over it, 
to. the rain that falls on it, to the springs that rise 
in it, to the streams that flow upon it, to the water
power, to the natural growths, to the use of the 
surface in a variety of ways, to the stone, the 
clay, the coal, the minerals, and the other materials 
which it contains, and to all else that pertains to 
the' land and passt:s with a grant of it. These 
gifts of Nature; which are in no wise due to the 
agency of man, ought not' to. be the subjects. of 
private property, but ought to be treated as the 
common property' of the people, from generation 
to generation continuously. 

In so far as the land IS utilised by the peopla 
in their' collective capacity, or is the subject of 
their common use or enjoyment, no difficulty 
arises. In so far as the land is in the hands of 
private persons, the people as a whole should be 
regarded as the super-landlord, and their right 
to the land should be enforced by requiring those 
who hold it to pay a rent or tax for it, this rent 
or tax in each case being based on the market 
value of the land apart from improvements, and 
being payable whether the land is used or not. 

Land-value policy~the' policy of taxing land
values and untaxing improvements-is founded on 
the recognition of the rights of the people to the 
land, and of the improver to the improvements. 
It would secure to the 'people the value which 
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attaches to the land in consequence of their 
presence and requirements. It would provide 
public revenue without burdening industry. It 
would, moreover, put a stop to the withholding 
of land from use, because the pressure of having 
to pay according to the market value of the land, 
whether the land was being used or not, would 
deter people from holding land idle and would 
cause them either. to use it, themselves, or to 
transfer it to others who would use it. The· 
taxation of land-values would lay the axe to the 
root of land monopoly and make the land avail
able for use; while the untaxing of improvements 
would promote its development. . 

Land-value ,policy is the true basis of recon
struction. Its direct effects would be to make 
the land more available for use and to p.romote 
production. Indirectly, it would prepare the way 
for the reform of land-tenure and the simplifica
tion of title to land. In its financial 'aspect, the 
increasing absorption of economic rent as public 
revenue would facilitate the corresponding aboli
tion of taxes on production and exchange: whilst, 
from the International standpoint, the application 
of the policy in different countries would lay the 
economic foundations of prosperity and peace. 

J. D. W. 
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distinct from land. 62. 65-6, 

176--7. 192. 
Improvements that merge into 

land-
reclamation, etc., 91, 134. 
retrospective time-limit, 135. 
forty-years' period, 91,135. 
further qualification, 136. 
inter-relations, 137. 

Income TaX, Schedule A, 102, 
108-«). 129. 

Inhabited House D~ty. 106. 
Inheritance. entering the. 189. 
Interest. lee Capital. . 
International reactions. 48. 
Internationalism. Towards,-

National and International, 
vii, lIZ. 

practical considerations, I 12. 
true free trade, 113. 
new outlook, 114. 
safeguards. 115. 
Economic Democracy, 116. 
single-tax proposition, 117. 
scope of movement, 117. 

Inventive progress
development of production. 5 I. 
inequalities of distribution,s I. 
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Inventive progress (eonti_d)
benefits of invention, 5Z. 
the object-lesson, 53. 
firat things firat, 54. 
future inventions, 55. 
grest trusteeship, 56. 

Ireland-
Land Acts and mortgaging, Z9. 
land-purchase in, 30. 
ransom to landlords, 30. 
transfer of rates, 110, 13Z. 

Isaiah, 178. 
Island, the, 179. 

Johannesburg,79,88,167. 

Kaffir wages, 43, 44. 
Kelvin, Lord, 171. 
Kenya Protectorate, 80-1. 
Key to Production, z7. 

Labour's Land Policy, 195. 
Labour, Wages of-

Labour and the Land, 41. 
law of wages, 41. , 
evolution of law of wages, 4Z. 
land and wages, 43. 
and house-rents, 21. 
agricultural labourers, 44. 
stairway of employment, 45. 

Land Blocluzth, House Famine Qfld 
1116,3· , 

Land, Improvements that merge 
into, 91. 

Land monopoly beginning, 176. 
Land, Public charges on-

the present system, I. 

penalties on improvements, I. 
certain under-valuations, z. 
Royal Commission, 3. 
principles of reform; 4. 
effects of reform,s. 
liability for land-value 

charges,s. 
how to secure payment, 6. 

Land, Rent of-
nationalising of, 7, 8, 190-5. 
nature of rent, 3Z--9'. 
agricultural rents, 3Z. 
sub"Jlgricultural rents, 33. 
super-agricultural rents, 33. 
urban land-value, 34. 
agricultural land-value, 35. 
general view of rent, 36. 
fluctuations of rent, 36. 
qualifications of rent, 37:
rent natural, 38. 
evolution of law of rent, 38. 
importance of law of rent, ~ 
is a toll, 189. 
in proportional contribution, 

104-5 •. 
land and improvements, zs' 

33,37,65,91,134-8• 
Land, Rights to-

are fundamental, v, 4, 3Z--9, 
49,66-']1, etc. 

equal rights, vi, 66, etc. 
what they include, vi, 19, 46, -

87,9°,124,178, 18z. 
how to secure, vi, vii, II, 96, 

99· 
results of securing, vii, II, 

zz-8, 41-5, etc. 
International aspect, vii, I,Z-

Jl8. 
Land Tax, the old, 108--9. 
Land Tenure,.see Tenure. 
Land Transfer Acts, 164. 
Land-purchase-! 

agsinst State-aided, 28--9. 
holders prefer tenancy, 29-30 

Land-value, meaning of, 3, 87, 
89--90, 104. 

Land-value Bills, 84. 
Land-value Duties, 1910, 84-5. 
Land-value of Great Britain-

withholding information, 168. 
surface values, 168. 
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Land-value of Great Britain 
(continued)-

mineral values, 169. 
general considerations, 170. 
inclusion of minerals, 1:70. 

Land-value ofother places, 167. 
Land-value Legislation-

New Zealand, 73. 
Australia, 74. 
United States, 74. 
Canada, 76. 
South Africa, 78. 
Nigeria Protectorate, 79. 
Kenya Protectorate, 80. 
Tanganyika Territory, 81. 
Federated Malay States, 82. 
Denmark, 82. 
United Kingdom, 83. 

Land-value Policy-
meaning of, vi, 4. 
effects of, vi, vii,S, II. 
andreconstruction,vii,59,112. 
International aspect, vii, I I z-'1. 
broaden basis of production,s. 
expansion and freedom, 21. 
Silil Evolution of. 
Silil also speCial headings. 

Land-value Taxation
really a rent, 7. 
cannotbeshified,8,9· 
does not reduce utility, 10. 
advantages .of, Io-It. 

Landless nation, 175. 
Landlordism as backbone of 

capitalism, 50, 195. 
Landlord's Property Tax, 102, 

108,129. 
Law of diminishing return, IS, 

119,120. 
Law of interest, 47""1). 
Law of Property Act, 159-161. 

Silil also under special headings. 
Law of rent, 32-40, 62-3. 
Law of wages, 41-3. 

Levelling, 91, 134. 
Levitical land laws, 58. 
Light Railways Act, 84. 
Limitation of actions, 162-3,167. 
Local Government Acts, 110, 

132. 
London,34,144,178. 
Lowell, J. R., 189. 
Lycurgus, 58. 

MCCulloch, J. R., 39. 
MacDonald, Mr J. Ramsay, 189, 

190 • 

MacDonell, Sir John, 70. 
-MacDonnell, Lord, 122. 
Machinery-

penalised, I, 16, 187,193. 
unratingof,12I,122. 

Mackay, Charles, 194. 
Madsen, Mr.A. W., 3,168. 
Malay States, Federated, 8a, 93, 

103. 
Manchester, 144,168. 
Manitoba, 76, 77. 
Married Women's Property Act, 

163. 
Master-problem of economics, v. 
Materials for building, 19, 178. 
Military Tenures abolition, 25. 
Mill, James- . 

rent and interest, 48. 
case for Single-tax, 63. 
land-question generally, 63, 64. 

Mill, John Stuart
effects of rent-tax, 8. 
law of Tent, 40. 
minimum wage, 44. 
rent and interest, 47, 48. 
mechanical inventions, 54. 
land-question generally, 64-6. 

Mortgages, treatment of, lOS, 
106. ' 

Mortgaging, 29, 122-4. 
Mythic Earth-tree, u8, 174. 
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Nairobi, 81, 97. 
Names, ambiguity, 10,49,124-5. 
Natal, 79. 
Nature the great producer, 35,49. 
Nature'_ 

minimum wage, 4Z. 
budget, Land-rent .. , 70, 144 ; 

c/. 40, 69""71, liZ, 195. 
full blessings, 173. 
'" also Storehouse of Nature. 

New South Wales, 47, 103, 167. 
New York, 75-6, 167. 
New Zealand, 7z-3, 94, 97, 

103-5,167. 
Nigeria, 7C)-80. . 
Norman Conquest, 34, 178. 

Occupier, proper meaning, 98. 
Ogilvie, William, 61, 1Z6. 
On the wing, Nation, 175. 
Ontario, 76. 
Orange Free State, 79. 

Paine, Thomas, 61-a, 1Z6, 176-
Palestine, Levitical law, 58. 
Pascal, 175. 
Paul, metaphor of St, 35. 
Payment, how to secure, 6, 99. 
Peasant proprietorship, Z9, 30, 

1Zz-4,159. 
People's anthem, 191. 
Perpetual leases, z4""5. 
Perpetual rentcharges, z4. 
Petty, Sir William, 124. 
Pheaaanta,156. 
Physiocrata, The, 59. 
Pi~burgh,75,167. 
Pliny, 116. 
Potent promoters, 187. 
Practicality of economics, 171. 
Precedenta, plenty of, 14. 

,e, also special headinga. 
Prescription in Scotland, 167. 
Private property, basi. of, 16. 

Produce of earth for all, 17Z,.I76. 
PrOgresl and POfJerty, references 

under George, Henry. . 
Prompt paymenta, 6, 99. 
Property, Law of, Act, 159"" 

161. 
Proportional Contribution

general rule, 10Z. 
annual land-value, 103. 
detrimental value, 103 • 

. inclusive, etc., renta, 104. 
definitiona, 104. 
mortgages; 105. 

Psalm,17z• 
Public rentcharges, "e Land. 
Purchase-

cannot genente a right, 66. 
against State-aided, z8-9 •. 

Queensland, 74-5, 99. 167. 
Quesna}", 59. 
Quia Emptores, Statute of. Z3. Z5. 
Quinquennial valuationa, 93. 

Rabbits as ground game, 15z. 
Railway Acta, certain. 83, 84. 
Rating system. 1-5. 109""JO. 

re, allo Land; Improvementa. 
Rating valuationa compared. 

J09· 
~clamation,9I,134. 
Registration of title to land, 

163-6~ 
Rent • .,e Land. 
Rent Restrictions Act, 19. 
~printa· of eighteenth century 

works. 1Z5-6. 
Rhodesia, Southem~ 79. 
Ricardo, David-

law of rent, 40. 
rate of interest, 48. 

Roman embankment, 135. 
Roman Empire,116. 
ROU8seau, J67. 
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Royal Commission on Housing, 
3,4· 

Ryde on Rating, laO, 130. 

Sahara, The, 56. 
St Paul's metaphor, 35. 
Saskatchewan, 77. 
Schedule A, lOa. 108-9. 
SM" of Political Econom" 

laO. 
Secure possession, a7. 
Seeley, Sir I. R., 171. 
Settled Land Act, ~. 
Shaw-Lefevre, Mr, 131. 
Ship, the well-provisioned, 17B. 
Simplification of Title-

title and possession, 161. 
time-limit to claims, 16a. 
limitation period, 163. 
registration of title, 163. 
priorities, 164. 
tall: from Crown-tenant, 164. 
payers and defaulters, 165. 
general linking-up, 166. 
title in Scotland, 166. 

Single-tall: proposition, 59, 63-4, 
69-71. 

Small holders. a9, 30. 
Small Holding Colonies Act, a4. 
Small Holdings Act, a4, 29. 
Small Landholders (Scotland) 

Act, 30. 
Smillie, Mr Robert, 196. 
Smith, Adam-

effects of rent-tall:, B. 
meanings of" value," 10. 
treatment of rent, 39. 
recompense of Labour, 41. 
prosperity in Colonies, 4a. 

Snowden, Mr Philip, 194. 
Socialism, one point of, 190. 
South Africa-

K.ffir labour in, 43, 44. 
land-value legislation, 7B, 79. 

South Australia, 74. 
Southern Rhodesia, 79. 
Southey, Robert, 175. 
Space and production, 119. 
Sparta,5B. 
Spence, Thomas, 59-60, la5-6. 
Spencer, Herbert, 66-8, 177, 

196. 
State - aided land - purchase, 

against, aB, a9. 
Storehouse of Nature, 49; q. v, 

19, ao, 41, 46, 178, 193, 
195· 

Subinfeudation,a3· 
Sugar duty, III. 
Sunlight as power, 56. 
Supervenient obligations, 133. 
Swift, 174. 
Sydney, 75, 167. 

Tackle land-values first, ;B7. 
Tanganyika, BI. 
Tasmania, 187. 
TalI:ation of land, 1ft Land. 
Tuing land into use, 6. 
Tea duty, Ill. 
Teinds, lOS, 151. 
Tenure of land-

tuation and tenure, aa. 
foundations of fair rent, aa. 
continuity of tenure, a3. 
perpetual leases, 24. 
realljustment of rents, as. 
freedom oftransfer, a6. 
compensation for improve-

ments, a6. 
key to production, a7. 
secure possession, a7. 
against land-purchase, a8. 
holders prefer tenancy, a9. 
a more excellent way, 30. 
overlordship of Crown, 31. 
abolition of military, 25. 

Time and production. 119: 
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Time cannot right wrong, 66. 
Tithe and Tithe-rentcharge

generally, 146. 
Tithe Commutation Act,I836, 

146,151. 
aystem of tithe-rentcharge, 146. 
nature of the charge, 147. 
Tithe Ac;.t, 1891, 95, 147-8, 

151. 
Tithe Act, 1818, l,.s. 
atatiatica, l,.s. 
Tithe-rentcharge (Rates) Act, 

1899,149. 
an ingenious device, 149. 
Scottish teinds, 151. 
coune of reform, 104-5, 150. 

Tolatoy, 173-4, 184-5. 
Transfer-

effects of, 66. 
freedom of, 26. 

Transvaal, 78-9. 
Treasure-house for nation, 182. 
Trusteeship, the great, 56. 
Turgot,59. 
Two blades of grass, 174-

Underhill, Sir Arthur, 25,106. 
Under-valuationa, 2, 170. 
Uneshausted improvementa, 26. 
Unimproved landa, 2-4. 
Union of South Africa, 78. 
United Kingdom--

legislation in, 83-5. 
complex land-system, 86. 
present land lUes, 107~. 
land-value of, 168. 

United States, 75-6, 167. 
Usurpation of land, 62, 68, 175-6. 

Valuation, etc., Bill (Draft), 93. 
Valuation Department, 93. 
ValuatiOD&-

procedure, 92. 
making and revision of, 93. 
three pointa in, 94. 
undivided land, 94,106,161. 
exemptiona, etc., 95. 
access to, 96. 
quinquenniaI,8o-l,93· 
furthes uses of, 25. 

Value, meanings of, 10. 
Victoria, Australia, 74, 94. 
Village community, 58. 

Wages, lee Labour, Wages of. 
Wars, some causes of, 115. 
Wealth, meaning of, 46, 124. 

.ee also Production; Distribu
tion. 

Wealth of Nations, re/ereru;u 
Mftder SInith, Adam. 

Well-provisioned ship, 178. 
West, Sir Edward, 40. 
West India Islands, 43. 
Western Australia,_74. 
Whitties, 184. 
Who ordained • • . l d8. 
Worda, ambiguity of, 10, 49, 

124-5· 

Young, Arthur, 27-8. 
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