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TO MY MOTHER 



PREFACE 

THE pages which follow constitute an attempt to describe 
the short' but remarkable history of the Family Wage 
System in Europe and in some measure to examine the 
re.actions and the problems to which its rapid development 
has given rise. In its original form the book was approved 
as a thesis for the B.Litt. degree at Oxford. 

The subject is to the forefront on the Continent of 
Europe, but in England relatively little attention has been 
given to it. It may the~fore be worth while to have some 
record of what has been achieved in other countries. It 
has been my intention to examine the question impartially 
and to endeavour to obtain a true view of the actual facts, 
whereon may be based an estimate of what is the possible 
contribution of the subject towards a solution of some of 
the difficulties with which industry is faced to-day. 

The book Is throughout based chieRy on an examination 
of first hand sources of information, such as the Statutes 
and Regulations of Compensation Funds, their accounts 
and proceedings, as well as a number of special memor· 
anda. I am very greatly indebted to the large number of 
correspondents abroad, belonging to Employers' Federa
tions, Trade Unions, Compensation Funds, Government 
Offices and Academic bodies, for their assistance in supply. 
ing this voluminous material. Where so much help has 
been n!Ceived from so many, it would be invidious to 
mention any by name. 



PREFACE 

I particularly desire however to pay a tribute of grati. 
tude to the late Mr. James Munro, M.A., sometime Beit 
Lecturer in Colonial History at Oxford and later of the 
Overseas Intelligence Department of the Ministry of 
Labour. He not only gave me encouragement in the 

,initial stages, but afterwards, although at the time very 
ill indeed, spent much labour in reading through the draft 
manuscript and making various suggestions. At a later 
stage Sir \Villiam Beveridge, K.C.B., very kindly read 
through the typescript and gave me the very great benefit 
of his advice and criticism. I should also like to record 
my appreciation of the great help I have received from my 
mother, in the compilation of the index, in proof.reading 
and in connection with the necessarily extensive cor· 
respondence referred to above. 

H. V. 
London, January, 1926. 
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and Some Waae Problema-Small HolcU.o..-Tbe CoaceotratiOD 01 Populatioo-Some 
Aaped.I 01 the Houlq Problem-'Ibe Report 01 the BopI Comml..... 011. the 
loeome To-Income Tu: and Co-open.UQ Socletiee-Tbe Real bUG 01 Inter
.. Iiooal In_The Fardp Esehaaoe-The Esc_ Val .. or LeoaJ T_ 
Money. 

BlachHJod'. JlQUiu: f4 Nou-teelmleal Naden will obtain from ProI'e.ar PiIOa"a 
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tbe appHcatioa 01 ec:ooomic Drindplel II iD IUtIlcieDU,. capable bII.Dca.,-
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Has Poverty Diminished ? 
By PROnBBOR A. L. BoWLft. 8<!.D .• and MI .. M. H. Hoao. M.A •• 
Demy 8v~. 238 pp. Mau:v Statistical Tables. Cloth. 10 •. 6<1. 

ft .. ,book II a leqUe! to II LlYeUhood and PoYerb'," and cantatlll tbe Nult at 
my_ti"UoDi IUd. In 10M lDto the eccmomlc condItioDi of ,,~ ... boueholda 
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Factory Legislation and its Administration 
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By H. A. 1.1..... B.A. Demy 8vo. 22S pp. Cloth. 12 •• 6<1. 

'!'he luI thlrt7 ,.... or .. bow _ • ,..1 ............ _ and • load deal 
UL'OIDpUabCld la the _ttel' of fl,ctorr IcwtIlaUoo and. Ita IIdminiatratiOil. It II tbe 
P'W'POII 01 thil booIr. to .... • biatorr 01 tboee eftorb. to record the lcllJevement.. 
IlDd. to point out aDd COIIUDI!ID.t OIl IOIDI nm'nioM and. __ faUW'fII III tbe period. 
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Cloth, 121. IW. 
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By JOBI:PB L. CoHEN, M.A., ot the Department ot EoonomJes, 
<,ambridge University. Demy 8vo. lli7 pp. 58. 

Tbe. lun-ted unification of aoclaI lnannmce hal DOW beeome • pubUe Q1IeItIoo, 
IUId in the central and pivotal essay of tbis 'Yolume an attempt Is made to eumlne 
the leneral case for It" the difllculties involved and. what veated interatl are to 
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LifJ8ftI! lIaga.nr.: "Mr. Coben is • recopised authority • • • W. II the mod 
eomprebeosJve and intol1llinJ' book OJ) Sociallnswanee that we are acquainted with!' 

Insurimce Against Unemployment: 
With Special Reference to British and American 

Conditions 
By JoslIPB L. CoIIBN, M.A. Demy 8vo. 538 pp. lSI. 

JoumaJ of the Roved Stotilti~ Soddll' "The onI, book exiIt1nI' 'to wbieb ODe 
eould turD for particuJan GO UoempJormeot IDIaraDce and Its praeat poIItiGD." 

~surance by Industry Examined 
By JOIlD'll L. CoIIBN, M.A. Demy 8vo. 124 PP. 58. 

Cotloa J'ad .... no..., U TIle book Is -7 helpfa1. TIle ... __ III 
lnaur&nce by Industry are eareluU, ltated and CODIidered. the adftlltuel 01' 

diladvanlapl of tbiI branch of the project are lucidly stated. and tboIe who lIeS 
pidance in tbis maltel' ean bardly afford to iI'DOI'e the faetI and Ul'QlDellti wbicb 
Mr. Cabell 10 abtl" pn:seots." 

The Origin and Early History of Insurance, 
including the Contract of Bottomry 
By O. F. Tlmmmr, B.A., D.Se., A.I.A. Demy Svo. 830 pp. 
Oloth, 151. 
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'I'bll Itud, wu undertaken at the ,"Uelt 01 the btu Tate PoUDdltioD 01 the 
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