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PREFACE,
o ni—

Though planned as early as 1911 when the author was in England and had
«very facility for reference to official records, the work was not definitely
<undertaken in its present form till the commencement of 1918 during the
term of the writer's engagement with the Mysore University. The
.exigencies of regular lecturing work, necessarily impeded the progress
.of the work, which was rendered all the more difficult owing to the absence
.of any considerable library facilities. The collection of material and com-
pilation of figures had therefore to be carried on during apells of vacation passed
in larger cities with better facilities for reference and research, It was, therefore,

nearly two years after the work had first been takenin hand that it was finally
-completed and another year before it could be sent to the press.

This brief genesia will serve to explain the defects of compilation which the
suthor is conscious still mar the value of the work to a very considerable extent.
1t was impossible, while these pages were going through the press, always to incor-
porate in the text or the footnotes, any changes that may have taken place affect-
ing the aubject matter of the discusaion during the interval between the time
when the wark waa first completed and it was finally printed.

In some cases an eleventh hour attempt has been made to make the discussion
anore up to date by including a brief summary of the most important changes.
But altogether such a work must necessarily suffer in the authos’s opinion from
the short coming of being never enctly up to date He therefore eommenda this
tion to minimise the pemoml criticism aglmst hunseﬂ but rather witha

view to secure a better reading for the work which the author honestly believes
attempts to meet & much felt need.

Given the character of the subject metter of this work ; given the costliness
-of its production and the limited circle of readers which might be expected
for the work; the wark would probably never have been published but for
-the generous assistance of a publie spirited citizen, who, however, prefers not to
be named. The author regrets that he should be deprived of an opportunity pub-
dicly to acknowledge his indebtedness but for which the child of his brain might
pever have seen the light of day. The opportunity is too alight to be suffered
to esupe altogether without mentioning the direction in which be has
woosived the most valuable assistance.
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As hinted above, and contrary to legitimate expectations, the atmosphere
of the University life in Mysore was not quite conducive to an undisturbedt
prosecution of research of the kind attempted by this work. Eguelly
against all probabilities the work received an amount of encouragement -
while it was going through the press, and the writer obtained facilities for:
proof-reading etc., which, in view of the position he now occupies, must necessarily
be regarded as a concession for which he cannot but be grateful. In cases of
emergency when the printer’s devil required the immediate return of the copy,
the time bestowed upor proof-correction has never been grudged by those,-
who kave much Jes reason to be generous in this regard, than a body like the-
University professedly meant to promote research.

Similarly he has obtained valuable assistance in the compilation of the index-
and the contents from his present colleagues in the office, which he must here-
publicly acknowledge.

In some respects the present form of the book does not quite realise the inten~
tions of its author., The work was originally meant to be a comprehensive com-
pendium of Indian financial problems which could not be regarded as complete
" without a review of local finance and & discussion of the finances of the Indian.
States,. but both these haye to be excluded for want of sufficient material to-

complete the picture.

Sipilarly the author has tried, as far as it rested with him, to give point to his-
criticism of the exlstmg eystem by formulating specific constructive schemes em-
bodymg his criticism and offering an alternative. The appendix is an illustration.
of such intention. I might have been doubled by the addition of another Draft.
Bill, recasting the tariff policy of the country, but for the fact that the entire-
policy in that behalf. appears to be under oconsideration by a especmlly”
appointed committee. Pending report of this committee the suthor felt it
would be premature to suggest a scheme of his own. °

"158, WaLERsBWAR RoaD,

Bousay, 15tk May, 1921..
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