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PROCEEDINGS OF THE SECOND NATIONAL 
·CONFERENCE 

ON 

INHERITANCE and ESTATE 
TAXATION 

HELD AT 

THE ROOSEVELT HOTEL 
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 

Tuesday, November 10,1925. 2:00 P. M. 

THOMAS W. PAGE, Chairman of Council, Institute of Economics, 
Washington, D. C., Presiding. 

Chairman PAGE: Will the Conference ple~ come to order. 
It devolves upon me as Pr~ident of the National Tax Association 

merely to call this body to order for the purpose of allowing it to' make 
its own organization. It is up to the Conference on Inheritance Taxation 
to select its own officers, to adopt its own rules. 

Nominations are now in order for p~rmanent Chairman of this Con
ference on Inheritance Taxation. 

ZENAS W. BLls!I (Rhode Island): I nominate Thomas W. Page for 
Chairman. 

(Nomination duly,secOnded.) 
HENRY F. LoNG (Massachusetts): As long as Rhode Island is moving, 

in seconding this nomination, I want to say as representative of the State of 
Massachusetts, with respect to this most' forward movement, that I hope 
this convention will adopt their recommendation, and if there are no other 
nominations, all those in favor of that motion will signify by saying aye. 

(Ayes and noes.) 
HENRY F. LoNG (Massachusetts): It is a unanimous vote, Mr. Page. 
Chairman PAGE: Do I hear a nomination for Secretary? 
J. F. ZoLLER (New York): I nominate J. Vaughan Gary, of Virginia, 

•• Secretary of the Conference. 
(Nomination duly seconded.) 

[1] 
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Chairman PAGE : You have heard that nomination, Gentlemen; are 
there other nominations? If not, will those in favor of the nomination 
say aye? 

(Ayes and noes.) 
Chairman PAGE: Mr. Gary is elected as Secretary. Is Mr. Gary 

present? 
The next matter of business, Gentlemen, is to adopt the rules under 

which you will conduct your conference. Will the Secretary suggest what 
rules it is appropriate that this Conference shall adopt? 

J. VAUGHAN GARY (Virginia), Secretary: Mr. Chairman, I have 
here practically a copy of the rules that governed the first conference that 
was held in Washington, D. C., on February 19th and 20th, which I shall 
read. • 

RULES OF ;PROCEDURE OF THE SECOND NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON 
INHERITANCE AND ESTATE TAXATION 

The program as printed and distributed is adopted and shall be 
followed, with such modifications as may be required by reason of 
absence, vacancies, or other causes. 

The usual rules of parliamentary procedure shall control. 
In general discussion each speaker shall be limited to seven 

minutes. No person shall speak more than on,'e during the same 
period of discussion until others desiring to speak have been given 
an opportunity to do so. 

VOTING POWER 

The voting power of the Col.lference upon the report of the com
mittee or upon any question involving an expression of opinion on 
the subject of taxation of estates and inheritances shall be vested in 
delegates in attendance appointed by .the governors of the states, 
or by the executive authority of the District of Columbia. All 
delegates appointed in like manner to attend the National Tax 
Conference shall be deemed delegates to this Conference. 

CQ,MMITTEES 

A Committee of three on Credentials shall be appointed by the 
Chairman, who will designate the chairman of such committee. 
A Committee of three on Resolutions shall be appointed by the 
Chairman of this Conference who will designate the chairman of 
such committee. 

These are practically the same rules that governed the Conference in 
Washington with the exception of the additional sentence "All delegates 
appointed in like manner to attend the National Tax Conference sha!l be 
deemed delegates to this Conference." 

It has been suggested that some of the gover~ors in naming delegates to 
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the National Tax Conference failed to specify particularly that they should 
also represent the state in the Inheritance Tax Conference, and for that 
reason this sentence has been added. 

Mr. BRADFORD (New York): The rules as read are on the whole ap
plicable and should be adopted. I have this suggestion to make, however, 
that it commonly is known and understood that there are two classes or 
branches of the school of thought concerning the question that will be the 
subject of debate this afternoon and tomorrow. It was at one time thought 
that the federal estate tax would be eliminated at once. The program as it 
is arranged and as it is printed provides for four speakers with the twenty or 
thirty minutes' limit, advocating the report of the committee, and only one 
speaker 'Who can represent the other side of this very highly debatable 
question. I k.qpw, k.nowing the personnel of this committee as I do, and 
!?dving the htreme confidence in them that I have, that they would not 
wish to have their views thrust upon us to the exclusion of an open debate 
or chance for reply; so for that reason I am sure it must and will meet with 
their approval that some form of equal division of time be arranged other 
than that as now set out in the rules. In other words, instead of four 
speakers of twenty minutes each, representing one of the debatable sides, and 
one speaker of twenty minutes representing another debatable side, and then 
the discussion of this matter thrown open for seven minutes to everyone 
in attendance, I thought another sixty minutes, or whatever period it is, 
should be allowed to the side that I take the liberty now of announcing I 
espouse. 

Chairman PAGE: I would like to call the attention of Mr. Bradford, of 
New York, to one point which he may possibly have overlooked in his re
marks. It is quite true that there are three or four speakers listed in this 
program to present the report to this Conference. In looking over the 
program that these gentlemen suggest, however, I find that only one of 
those speakers will deal with the particular question in which Mr.Brad
ford professes himself to be interested. The other gentlemen on that pro
gram will limit themselves to other matters in this report. So far as the 
Chair is concerned, and I presume so far as the members of the Conference 
are concerned, there is every inclination to have as free and as full a discus
sion of this question as possible. The only matter for us to consider in 
that connection is the fact that the afternoon has only a certain number of 
hours and the evening has only a certain number of hours, and there are 
a large number of men who wish to be heard on certain specific aspects of 
this question. Therefore it was thought, presumably, in the arrangement 
of this program that there would be one speaker for the committee who 
would present the attitude of the committee on the repeal of the federal 
estate tax, and time was set aside for another speaker to present the argu
ments in favor of the immediate repeal of the federal estate tax, and I pre
sume t~at those gentlemen supposed that in making that division of the 
time they were being fair to all of the opinions that were involved. 
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Mr. BRADFORD (New York): I withdraw my suggestion in view of the 
Chairman's statement, that is, that there is only one speaker who will 
address his remarks exclusively or solely to this particular issue that we 
have before us, and others speak around it in a general way-I say, I with
draw my observations. 

Chairman PAGE: The Chair wishes Mr. Bradford to understand that 
he has no desire to cut off the gentleman's motion and will say that he 
cannot assume responsibility for what these members of the committee may 
conceivably talk about, but that is the impression that I gained from look
ing at the division of topics on the program itself. 

Mr. BRADFORD (New York): I am quite willing after the explanation 
to leave it under .those circumstances, the debatable question, I ft:el to be 
equally represented under the rules as they are read. 

,Chairman PAGE: You withdraw the motion? 
Mr. BRADFORD (New York): I make no motion. 
Mr. JOHNSON (California): It was-not made quite clear and I would 

like to ask how the delegates are to vote, whether by states or individually. 
Chairman PAGE: According to the rules that were adopted in February, 

and which it is now proposed to readopt, voting will be by states. Each 
state will have one vote. The majority of the delegates from each state 
will determine the vote of that state, bearing in mind that no one, as a dele
gate from the state, is entitled to a vote within their own delegation except 
such gentlemen as are designated by the governor of that state to attend 
either this Conference on Inheritance Taxation or the Conference of the 
National Tax Association. The Secretary, I think, made it clear, and I 
would like the gentlemen all to understand that a large number of the 
governors, busied about other things, did not apparently understand that 
there was any difference between the Conference on Inheritance Taxation 
and the annual conference of the National Tax Association. Therefore, 
in their designations they did not distinguish those who should represent 
the state at the one conference from those who should represent the state 
at the other, assuming that the men they designated would represent the 
state at both conferences. 

Do I hear a motion to adopt the rules? 
Mr. BRADFORD (New'York): I make a motion that the rules as read be 

adopted. ' 
(Motion duly seconded.) 
Chairman PAGE : You heard the motion that the rules be adopted as read 

by the Secretary. Are you ready to vote? 
Mrs. WENDT (Wisconsin): When the Chairman's remarks were di

rected to the "gentlemen" appointed by the several states, would that dis
enfranchise the women sent by governors? 

Chairman PAGE: It is said that when God created man "Male and 
female created He him." Wetherefore shall make no distinction between 
menand women in voting. 
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You heard the motion that the rules be adopted as read by the Secretary. 
Will those in favor of that motion say aye. 

(Ayes and noes.) 
Chairman PAGE: The rules are adopted as read. 
Those rules require the appointment of certain committees by the Chair

man of this Conference, and the Chair will ask: you to indulge him for a 
little consideration of this matter, and he will announce those appointments 
at the completion of the first paper listed on the program. 

The first speaker on this program would be Frederic A. Delano, the 
Chairman of the National Committee on Inheritance Taxation, but, to 
his infinite regret, Mr. Delano has been prevented from attending this 
meeting by the severe illness of his wife. Therefore he has requested Mr. 
GIlry to pres\:nt ·the report of the committee to the conference--Mr. Gary. 

Secretary J. VAUGHAN GARY: Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentle
men: I wish at the outset to state how deeply Mr. Delano regretted that 
he was unable to attend this conference. He had secured his reservations 
to New Orleans, but he was forced to cancel them at the last moment 
because of the illness of his wife, and I can testify from an interview that 
I had with him just before I left Washington that he was keenly disap
pointed. I assure you, however, that his regrets do not exceed mine since 
his absence has placed upon me the very difficult assignment of occupying 
hi, position on the program. 

The National Tax Association for several years has viewed with ap
prehension the chaos and confusion which has attended the recent growth 
of inheritance taxes in the United States. Many abuses were gradually 
creeping into the laws and practices of the Federal Government and the 
several states which threatened to bring this fundamentally sound form of 
taxation into disrepute. In order to check: this unfortunate tendency and 
to devise means of eliminating existing evils the seventeenth annual con
ference of the National Tax Association held at St. Louis, Missouri, Sep
tember, 1924, adopted a resolution recommending that the National Tax 
Association through its officers or an appropriate committee take steps to 
assemble a conference of properly qualified representatives of the State and 
Federal governments to consider the problems of estate and inheritance 
taxation. Accordingly the officers of the association requested the govern
ors of the several States and the executive officials of the District of Co
lumbia to attend a conference in Washington, D. C., February 19th, 1925. 
Officials of the United States Treasury Department and members of Con
gress were likewise invited to attend. 

The conference was in session for two days during which addresses 
were delivered by the President of the United States, the chairman and 
!levcral members of the Committee on Ways and Means of the House of 
Representatives and others who by reason of study and experience were 
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especially qualified to speak on the subject. The views expressed were 
naturally varied and at times conflicting. ConseqlJ.ently at the conclusion 
of the conference the following resolution was adopted: 

Whereas, inequality and injustice in death taxation necessarily 
arise from the present ill-balanced and illogical State and Federal 
death tax structure, be it 

R~solved, That this conference considers it imperative that death
tax laws be so changed as to result in a rational tax system, which 
will produce the revenues now so sorely needed by the States and 
at the same time do away with the abuses which are tending to 
bring this fundamentally sound form of taxation into disrepute. 

Be It Further Resolved, That the chairman of this conference 
be asked to appoint a committee of nine or more memlfers, due C<J.l

sideration being given to geographical distribution, said committee 
to undertake the following duties: 

(a) To gather the information and data necessary to formulate 
definite plans for the reform of State and Federal death taxation. 

(h) To give special attention to the feasibility of early or gradual 
retirement of the Federal Government from the field of death taxa
tion. 

(c) Then to formulate such plans, model laws and recommenda
tions as it sees fit and present these for consideration to the Congress, 
the State legislatures and committees thereof, and to the proper 
officials and branches of governments having in charge the levying 
and administration of death taxes. 

(d) To co-operate with such organizations as may be deemed ad
visable and to create sub and regional committees wherever neces
sary, and 

(e) To request the proper officers of the National Tax Associa
tion to call a second national conference on inheritance and estate 
taxation, to which said committee shall report its findings and activi
ties, or, in the absence of such a second conference, to issue and mail 
to this conference a written report. 

Be It Further Resolved, That this committee be authorized to 
raise the funds necessary to the carrying out of the duties assigned 
to it, and in its report a full accounting shall be given of how and 
from what sources such money was raised and how it was spent. 

Pursuant to this resolution Mr. Thomas Walker Page, Chairman of 
the Conference, appointed the following Committee: 

Frederic A. Delano, Washington, D. C., Chairman. 
William Bailey, Nephi, Utah. 
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\Villiam B. Belknap, Goshen, Kentucky. 
Stuart W. Cramer, Cramerton, North Carolina. 
Fred R. Fairchild, New Haven, Connecticut. 
Mark Graves, Alban}", New York. 
Samuel Lord, St. Paul, Minnesota. 
Roy C. Osgood, Chicago, Illinois. 
Carl C. Plehn, Berkeley, California. 

7 

Unfortunately Mr. Lord died on the first day of September and the 
Committee records with regret the loss of his services in the preparation 
of its final report. 

Altheugh I served as executive secretary of the Committee I trust that 
you will Q.ardpn brief mention of its personnel. Let me first call your 
'uention, liowever, to the fact that the geographical distribution of mem
bership prescribed by the resolution was strictly adhered to. 

The Committee was composed of three prominent business men,' three 
State tax officials with broad practical experience in the administration of 
inheritance-tax laws, and three economists who had devoted years of study 
both to the theory and practice of inheritance taxation. Having worked 
with the Committee since its organization I feel that I am competent to 
bear testimony as to the ability of its members and also as to the earnest
ness and enthusiasm with which they undertook the important task that was 
assigned to them. Notwithstanding the fact that they served without com
pensation each member contributed freely and willingly his time and 
energy to the solution of the many difficult problems with which the 
Committee was confronted. 

When the Committee began its investigations volumes had been spoken 
and written on the theory of inheritance taxation but few actual statistics 
and little data had been collected on the subject. The Committee, there
fore, considered the collection of such information and data the initial step 
in its proceedings. Consequently, it employed an executive secretary and 
opened offices in Washington, D. C. 

Information and data bearing upon inheritance-tax conditions and prac
tices in the United States and in foreign countries were collected from all 
available authentic and reliable sources. Statistics touching the assessment 
and collection of inheritance taxes were compiled from official records of the 
Federal and State governments, and a comprehensive questionnaire was 
sent to the inheritance tax departments of each State in an effort to collect 
statistical data supplementing that published in the State reports. A letter 
was also sent to the leading trust companies of the United States requestipg 
information as to their experience with the inheritance-tax laws in ad
ministering estates of decedents. Aid and information were likewise secured 
from officials and individuals experienced in this field. The material as-
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sembled from those numerous sources was thoroughly analyzed by the com-' 
mittee and a digest of it is presented in its report. 

As a result of its investigations and deliberations the Committee, in com
pliance with the resolution of the Washington Conference, reports a 
unanimous agreement on the following conclusions, which will be fully dis
cussed by members of the committee who will follow me on the program: 

1. Inheritance taxes should be substantially uniform throughout the 
United States. . 

2. Inheritance-tax laws and rates should be stable. 

3. Inheritance-tax rates should be moderate. 

4. Legislation should be enacted during the next session of Congress pro~ 
viding for repeal of the Federal estate tax, to take effect six. years from 
the date of the passage of the repealing act. 

5. The rate structure of the present Federal estate tax should be im
mediately revised downward. 

6. The credit provision of the present law should be extended to allow 
a credit of all inheritance taxes paid to the several States up to 80 per 
cent of the Federal tax. . 

7. The Federal gift tax should be abolished. 

8. Substitution by the States of estate-tax laws for the succession tax 
laws now generally employed by the States is desirable. 

9. Multiple taxation of the same property by States should be aban
doned. 

to. Intangible personal property should be taxed only ·by the State of 
domicile of the decedent. 

Just after the report of the committee had been drafted, but before it 
had been printed, the Committee on W aysand Means of the House of 
Representatives commenced its hearings in Washington on the proposed 
federal revenue bill. The governors of a number of States had requested 
the privilege of appearing before the committee and of presenting their 
views on the Federal estate tax. October 23d was set aside for this hearing 
and Hon. W. R. Green, Chairman of the Committee on Ways and Means, 
invited our Committee to present its report on that date. 

The Committee was· reluctant to present the report to Congress before 
its presentation to this Conference. It was confronted, however, with the 
fact that the hearings of the Ways and Means Committee would end 
before this Conference assembled. Therefore, in view of the paragraph of 
the resolution of the Washington Conference which specifically directed 



ESTATE A~"D INHERITANCE TAXATION 9 

the Committee to present its plans and recommendations for consideration 
to the Congress, the invitation was accepted. The report had not been 
printed but we were able to distribute a copy of the galley proof to each. 
member of the committee. 

The morning of the hearing the governors of several of the States and 
representatives of some of the governors who were unable to attend in 
person met at breakfast for a preliminary conference. Representatives of 
our Committee were invited to attend this conference, and Mr. Delano, 
the Chairman, outlined the report with the result that the governors and 
the representatives who spoke before the Committee on 'Vays and l\leans, 
almost unanimously endorsed the conclusions of our Committee. 

The ~anner in which the report was received by the Committee on 
\Va)'s and "'leans was very gratifying to the members of our Committee. 
According to the latest information every recommendation with reference 
to Federal taxation has been adopted by the Committee on 'Vays and 
lleans with the exception of the recommendation of immediate legislation 
providing for the repeal of the Federal estate tax six years hence. There 
appears to be a general sentiment among the members of the Committee 
on 'Vays and Means that the tax should be abolished when the States adopt 
uniform laws, but that legislation providing for repeal should not be 
enacted until substantial uniformity of State laws has been accomplished. 
Our Committee, however, is hopeful that the six-year provision will be 
incorporated in the proposed Federal law before its final enactment. 

The report of the committee has been printed, and we have a sufficient 
number of copies to supply each delegate to the Conference. Some of them 
may be found on the table in the rear of the hall and there are additional 
copies at the registration desk downstairs. 

The Committee was also directed by the resolution of the 'Vashing
ton Conference to draft model laws. 

After careful consideration of the forms of inheritance taxation now 
employed in the United States, the Committee concluded, as I have previ
ously stated, that "substitution by the States of estate-tax laws for the 
succession tax laws now generally employed by the States is desirable." 
Recognizing, however, the fact that some of the States would hesitate to 
make such a change immediately, we deemed it advisable to draft a model 
estate-tax law and also a model succession-tax law. 

The Committee agreed unanimously on the principles which should be 
incorporated in these laws, but due to the limited time at its disposal, it was 
not able to give sufficient consideration to the phraseology of the laws. 
lt finally decided, however, to present to this Conference tentative drafts 
of the proposed laws as a basis for discussion and also that it might elicit 
the views of the members of the Conference. These drafts have been 
printed, but we respectfully request that you consider them as merely 
tentative, and that you read them with a view to offering suggestions and 



10 PROCEEDINGS OF SECOND NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

assisting the Committee in this, one of the most important phases of its 
work. We request that you mail your suggestions to the office of the 
Committee not later than December first, as the Committee wishes to in
corporate revised drafts in its final report, which must be distributed dur
ing the month of December. 

Mr. Belknap will subsequently discuss the model laws in detail. 
I thank you. 

Chairman PAGE: In accordance with the rules that you adopted, Gentle
men, I shall ask Mr. C. J. Tobin, of New York, to serve as chairman of 
the committee on credentials, and to assist him I ask that Mr. R. W. 
Riordan, of Louisiana, and Mr. C. P. Link, of Colorado, will serv.e on the 
committee on credentials. 

For the committee on resolutions, I shall ask Mr. W. G~ Query, ~ 
South Carolina, to serve as chairman, the capacity in which he served at 
the conference in Washington; and I ask Senator Edmonds, of Pennsyl
vania, and J. G. Armson, of Minnesota, to serve with Mr. Query on the 
committee on resolutions. 

The next speaker on the program is Mr. Mark Graves, from the New 
York Tax Commission. . 

Mr. MARK GRAVES (New York): Mr. Chairman and Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the Conference: The committee on arrangements of this 
program assigned to me as my subject of discussion Conclusions 1, 3, 4, 5, 
6 and 7, which Mr. Gary read. 

I shall not discuss them in 1, 2, 3 order. I will exercise the privilege, 
with your permission, of taking them in the inverse order, in which I think 
they may excite discussion or controversy. 

The first that I shall discuss is the seventh conclusion of the committee 
to the effect that the federal gift tax law should be immediately repealed. 

This particular provision of the federal estate tax law found its way 
into the statute in 1924, and in a little more than a year and a half we find 
that it has almost a friend nowhere. 

As a revenue producing .feature of the law, it is inconsequential. Dur
ing the first fiscal year of its life it yielded the federal treasury something 
around seven millions of' dollars, and of that something more than four 
millions were collected because of its retroactive feature. 

Of course we recognize that the inclusion in the federal estate tax law 
of this provision was more for the purpose of preventing evasion than 
otherwise, but as a provision of that character it is not entirely successful. 
It is possible in ways which I shall not undertake to enumerate to evade 
that provision wholly or partly. 

The real fact is that gifts were being made even before we had any taxa
tion of inheritance~. We believe that this provision of the law interferes 
too much with legitimate transactions to justify its continuance . 
• We believe it is sufficient, and so recommend in our report, if the federal 



ESTATB AND INHERITANCB TAXATlON 11 

estate tax law and other inheritance tax laws in the states contain pro
visions taxing gifts made in contemplation of death, or to take effect in. 
possession and enjoyment at or after death, with the still further provision, 
creating a statutory presumption, if you please, that all gifts made within 
two years of death shall be presumed to have been made in contemplation 
of death. That conclusion we submit to you for the reasons which I have 
stated. 

I shall now discuss Conclusions 3, which reads: "Inheritance tax 
rates should be moderate," and 5, which reads: "The rate structure of 
the present federal estate tax should be immediately revised downward." 

We recognize that an inheritance tax differs from most of the taxes 
with which we have to deal. Most of our taxes occur at regular intervals, 
sually yeahy, as, for instance, the property tax and the income tax and 
others. The inheritance tax differs, however, in that it occurs irregularly 
so far as the individual is concerned. It happens once in respect of the 
same property during a generation of wealth. 

Moreover, as regards the taxing jurisdiction, it is an irregular sort of a 
tax. There is no predictable tax base upon which the people who are 
planning the finances of the jurisdiction can depend. Therefore, we con
clude and so state in our report, that because of these differences the rates 
of an inheritance tax may reasonably and properly be somewhat higher, 
considerably higher, if you please, than taxes on property. They should 
not be so high, however, as to destroy incentive to accumulate wealth. 
And, in these days, when we tax income rather high, if we also tax in
heritances rather high, we may come to a situation, at least in some in
stances, where a man who has accumulated a competent fortune, and who 
knows that if he continues in business for the purpose of making it bigger, 
will first have to payout of his income, if he is successful, very substantial 
income taxes, and then on death a big slice will be taken for inheritance 
tax purposes. That is why we believe there is danger in having an inheri
tance tax so high as to destroy incentive. 

We also recognize in this law, as in all other tax laws, that it is possible 
to have an inheritance tax rate so high as to excite and encourage evasion 
and avoidance of the tax. As the rates go up, the prospective taxpayer is 
sure to exercise some ingenuity to see if there is not some method by which 
he may escape wholly or partly. But, what is even more important than 
these two reasons which I have assigned against excessive inheritance tax 
rates, are the undesirable effects that it may have on industry. We find, 
not infrequently, in fact we find it usually to be the case, that there is not 
enough cash and liquid assets in an estate to take care of the death tax 
duties. Very often it necessitates the forced sale of assets, with the result
ing consequence that market prices in those securities fall, and, what is 
often more undesirable and disastrous, that other enterprises of the same 
character of business as that conducted by the decedent are also adverselr 
affected. Then, too, we find very frequently, particularly in business con-
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ducted as a close corporation, or where a family has control of the majority 
of the stock, and even more frequently in partnership concerns, that it be
comes necessary to sell the control of the business, and, more often than 
otherwise, that has a disastrous effect on the enterprise in which the de
cedent was engaged. 

In still other instances we find that in order to avoid selling control, 
they borrow money to pay the taxes, thereby extending their credit to a 
well-nigh dangerous point, and at this point let me read a paragraph from 
our report which summarizes the points I have just made: 

All of the foregoing effects, whether forced sale of assets, 'forced 
change of control, or strain upon credit, are made doubly serious 
because of their appearance at the very time when the /!nterprise is 
least able to stand the strain on account of the loss of person£l 
management resulting from the deat~ of the former head. 

Now, our committee dis,cussed at length, and we wish we might come 
to you today and give you some general principle, or some formula, by 
which we might calculate or compute or determine or decide, to what 
point we may graduate our inheritance tax rates and beyond which point 
we may not safely go. We must tell you that there is no such general 
principle. We are unable to lay down any. We are, however, able to 
tell you how our minds worked on the subject, and how we arrived at a 
conclusion that it would be unsafe to take more than fifteen per cent of 
the larger estates and correspondingly smaller amounts for the smaller 
estates as a death tax duty. 

First we agreed that inheritance taxes like other taxes ought to be paid, 
so far as possible, out of income. We agreed that there should be as little 
trenching as possible on the capital of an estate. We believed that what
ever tax was asserted should be such as could be paid out of the income of 
the estate for a reasonable period of years. We were of the opinion that 
it ought to be possible to settle any 'estate at the end of three years, no 
matter how large the estate might be. 

We assumed, for instance, that capital might yield a net return of five 
per cent, and, on the basis"of those different things which we assumed 
and agreed to among ourselves, we concluded that it would be rather 
unwise to exact more than fifteen per cent of an estate. We do not lay 
down that rate as .one which must be levied under any circumstances, 
neither do we assume to say that conditions and emergencies might not 
exist which would justify a larger exaction, but we offer to you for what 
it is worth the benefit of our consideration and study and research on that 
particular point. 

Having reached those conclusions we naturally gave consideration to the 
schedule of rates now contained in the federal estate tax law. We found 
that the rates on estates of less than a million dollars were relatively low'
modest. We found that less than seven per cent of an estate is exacted 
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by the federal government if the estate contains a million dollars. But, 
from that point up we found the federal rates graduate rapidly to the 
end that an estate of five millions of dollars is required to give up 18.9 
per cent for federal tax purposes, that one-quarter of an estate of ten 
millions of dollars is required to pay the federal tax; that 37 per cent of 
an estate of fifty millions of dollars is required to pay the federal tax; and 
,hat an estate of one hundred millions consumes 381 per cent in payment 
of the federal tax. It was because of those, to us seemingly, very large 
shares or portions or percentages taken by the federal government that 
prompted us to conclude and to present to you our conclusions that there 
should be an immediate revision downward o'f the schedule of rates now 
contained in the federal estate tax • 
• I shall cJme now to Conclusions 1, 4 and 6. One is that inheritance 

taxes should be substantially uniform throughout the United States; 4, 
that legislation should be enacted during the next session of Congress pro
viding for the repeal of the federal estate tax, to take effect six years from 
the date of the passage of the repealing act; and, 6, that the credit pro
visions should bf' increased from 25 to 80 per cent. 

Perhaps this is the most difficult feature of our report to discuss or to 
present to you. I shall endeavor to present it in much the samr light 
as we considered it in committee. 

First, I take it, you will all agree with me, at least most of you will, 
I hope, that an inheritance tax has a proper place in the taxing system of 
this country. I am not speaking now of your state or mine or of the 
federal government itself, but what I am trying to present to you is the 
thought that when we consider taxes we must not consider the taxes of 
your state or my state or any other state, but we need to consider the tax 
problems of this great country of ours, embracing federal taxes and state 
taxes and, of course, local taxes. 

\Ve believe, and I hope you will agree with us, that a reasonably sub
stantial sum of money may be collected for the purposes of government by 
the taxation of the estates of decedents with less harmful effect than would 
result from the exaction of that same amount of money by taxing property 
or income or business, 

Moreover, I would like you to bear with me on this point for a moment: 
\Vealth is not accumulated in this country solely because of the laws of 
your state or the natural advantages of your state, neither are fortunes 
mad¢ in my state solely because of the laws of that state or its natural 
advantages. We are one great country, made up of several states. Great 
opportunities are afforded the American people by this combination of laws 
and conditions to accumulate property and wealth. Therefore, as a 
corollary to that I present to you the thought that the ideal situation, 
the ideal condition to have prevail in this country would be that it did 
not matter where a man died under the Stars and Stripes, his inheritance 
tax or death tax payments would be precisely the same. He has lived and 
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acquired or accumulated or inherited the property of which he dies seized, 
and it should not be left to chance that if he lives in this one state he pays 
no dea.th tax, and if he lives in this other state he pays a relatively high one. 
Therefore, our committee believes, and we present it to you in our report, 
that there should be substantial uniformity in inheritance taxes throughout 
this country. At the present moment the situation is chaotic. We have 
three states which impose no death taxes; the District of Columbia imposes 
none; we have states that tax only their residents and the real property of 
non-residents within the state. We have another group of states that tax 
some of the intangible personal property of non-residents, and finally we 
have a group of states that undertake to assert a tax on every specie of 
intangibles that the taxpayer owns over which they can claim any juris
diction whatever. But the uniformity does not go to the obfects of taXd
tion alone, it applies as well to rates. There is a great variation in the 
rates; and then again it applies to the exemption. There we find the 
widest discrepancies. 

So we present to you and urge that every move in the inheritance tax 
legislation field should be looking toward the end of bringing about a 
greater degree of uniformitY than now exists. We believe and so find 
and present to you that. the states have a better legal and moral claim to 
this subject of taxation than has the federal government. 

I take it you are all aware that the federal government has entered this 
field of taxation only during war emergencies, and when those emergencies 
had passed they promptly withdrew. 

The reason why the states have .better claim, as we think, is that the 
right to transmit, the right to inherit property is gained under state, not 
federal, laws. Moreover, we believe as a result of our study and research 
the state has greater need for this revenue than has the Federal Govern
ment. I presume some one speaking from the floor will, before this discus
sion ends, assert that the federal government has no need for revenue. That 
is not literally so. It has need for revenue. The question is whether it 
can take revenue from this source with less harmful effects on the country 
as a whole than it can take it from some other source. But, the states 
and the localities have, in my opinion, an even greater need. 

I am familiar with conditions in the state of New York, and somewhat 
familiar with conditions in some of the other states. No matter how much 
we would like to see it, as welcome as it would be to all of us, I cannot, 
from my experience in public life or from such study as I have made of 
state and local tax situations, see that state and local taxes will ever be 
lower than they are now, at least not until a dollar purchases more than 
it does now. The very way that our governments are organized, the 
fact that the states and the local governments have to perform certain 
goveni'mental services, some of them of a social nature, which our people 
are demanding of us, indicates to me that the trend of state and local tax
ation will be upward. Moreover, I make this prediction for you, that 
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in our states now, or in the immediate future, it will be found necessary 
for the states to raise, because of their greater opportunity to exercise 
jurisdiction over many objects of taxation-to raise, as I say, still greater 
sums than we are now raising in the states at large and distribute them by 
some method of allocation to the poorer tax districts in our states. We 
shall have to do that in my judgment, or else the state will have to take 
over and exercise as state functions some of the functions now being per
formed by local jurisdictions. It was because we saw that the states had 
a stronger legal and moral claim to this source of revenue, and because we 
saw that now, and increasingly so in future years, the states would have 
greater need for this revenue than the federal government, that we con
cluded and so urged that Congress enact at this session a repealing statute, 
r,pealing the federal estate tax law to take effect six years hence. 

And now I come down to the six-year proposition, which I take it is 
the meat of this coconut. I have told you of the lack of uniformity which 
obtains throughout the country, both as regards the imposition of the tax 
and the objects against which it is imposed; I have told you why we 
believe that this revenue belongs to the states, but now I want to say to 
you that after long and vigorous discussion, because opinions were not 
unanimous at all points with us, we concluded that if uniformity be 
desirable in this country, it could not be obtained and would not be 
obtained, but that on the other hand the present lack of uniformity would 
be accentuated by a repeal of the federal estate tax at this particular time. 

1\Iy time is limited and I ,,;sh I might talk to you at even greater 
length on that phase of it. You may not be familiar with it in your state, 
but it so happens that here is a kind of a tax where differences in state 
law~ are more apt to attract people to change their residences than in any 
other kind of a tax law that I have ever had any familiarity or acquaintance 
with. 

Last year in the state of New York we collected twenty-three and one
half millions of dollars under our inheritance tax statute. We collected 
thirteen millions of that from 98 out of seventeen or eighteen thousand 
estates. You will see what will probably happen, at least in some of the 
cases, if the federal estate tax were completely removed. Ninety-eight 
people by removing from our state to one of the havens of refuge would 
cut our inheritance tax revenue in half. 

Now, what would be the corollary to that? 
I am not voicing a threat, in fact my effort would be in precisely the 

opposite direction, but some of you know that we have during the past 
twelve months made some progress in eliminating this lack of uniformity. 

\Ve have inaugurated a plan which we believe will in time eliminate 
to a very great extent multiple taxation. \Ve are in a condition now 
where ten or eleven states and the District of Columbia-I have forgotten 
the exact number-ilo not tax the intangible personal property of one who 
is • resident of some one of the other jurisdictions, but immediately if we 
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take the lid 'off, as it were, and people commence to migrate after they 
have accumulated their wealth in one state to one of these other states, 
because they can avoid or escape a substantial inheritance tax, it will in
evitably happen that the legislatures of those states from which people 
migrate will insist on exercising all of the power that they possess to tax 
the intangible personal property of that person who has moved out, no 
matter how slight the excuse. providing it ~s enough to hang jurisdiction on. 

Therefore, to my mind, and the members of my committee I think 
agree with me, we will do two things by immediately repealing the federal 
estate tax law. We will promote this lack: of uniformity, accentuate it, 
make it stand out more glaringly than it now does, and we will kill all of 
the effort which is now commencing to show fruit, of eliminating multiple 
taxation and all of the evils which flow in its wake. The tJnly kind (of 
uniformity that the repeal of the federal estate tax, immediately effective, 
would promote, would be a uniformity of no inheritance taxes throughout 
this country. ' 

Now, if we are in the attitude of mind where we think this is not a 
good tax, if we are in the attitude where we think: we can exact. the 
one hundred and fifty or two hundred millions which may reasonably and 
properly be obtained from this source, if we think: that we might better put 
that on property or on income or on industry throughout the country, then 
if' we repeal the federa:l estate tax, immediately effective, we will secure 
that class of uniformity which will be having no inheritance tax at all 
of any consequence. 

Now, I presume to say that the argument will be made from the floor, 
because one year ago I entertained the opinion myself, that by repealing 
the federal estate tax law immediately effective, we will preserve the 
revenue to the states. From what I have said you will readily infer that 
we are convinced, some of us against our inclinations to be convinced, that 
the immediate repeal of the federal estate tax law will not preserve to 
your state or to mine as 'much of the inheritance tax as we now obtain. 
And, moreover, it will certainly prevent,' as our states grow larger and 
wealthier, the obtaining of additional revenue as and when needed from 
this particular kind of 'a tax. 

Now, on the point of the 80 per cent credit, last year for the first time 
the federal estate tax law contained the provision allowing a credit against 
the federal estate tax up to 25 per cent of the amount thereof of any 
inheritance taxes paid to the states. We believe that because, as I said 
before, the states have a better claim, legal and otherwise, and a greater 
need for this revenue, that it is highly desirable to exte,nd the credit from 
25 to 80 per cent for the next six years, which we urge as being the life 
of the present federal estate tax. We believe that by that method the 
states will be able to secure much needed revenue, and' we believe that 
within the six-year period we shall have worked out among the states the 
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plans which are now in progress of obtaining substantial uniformity in 
respect to this tax. 

One word more and I am through. Some one is saying, well, what 
about Florida? Do you expect Florida to amend its constitution and come 
into the inheritance tax fold? No, we do not expect that, but we do 
expect this. and we do believe this, that Florida, nor any other state, no 
matter how beautiful the sunshine or how healthy the climate, can pay 
governmental expenses by those gifts of the Divine Being. (Laughter.) 

\Ve believe that if states like Florida~d we have nothing but the 
friendliest feeling for the good people of Florida-we believe if the hopes 
and expectations of Florida are realized and as many people move to 
Florida as they hope will move there, that in the long run it \\;U cost 
florida just as much to furnish those people the same kind of governmental 
service that we have been furnishing them in your state and mine, as it 
does us, and they will have to get the money from somewhere. They will 
not finance it out of a nice climate or their beautiful beaches or anything 
of that sort. They \\;ll be confronted with the problem of building roads 
and streers and sewers and sidewalks, of building garbage disposal plants 
and waterworks; they \\;ll find that their school system is not as good as 
the school srstems in some of our states; they \\;ll want new schools, better 
IIChools and better school teachers; and in the final analysis some one will 
have to foot the tax bill. It may be that when that time comes they 
will decide to raise it all on property, and the tax on intangibles, or it 
may be that they \\;ll do as some of the other states have found it neces
sary to do, amend their constitution and levy an income tax and perhaps 
an inheritance tax. 

The point I want to make is, in that interim, in that six-year period, we 
believe that some sanity, if we believe it is now insanity, will obtain, and 
5ix years from now there will not be much danger or hazard or risk in re
moving the federal estate tax in its entirety, as we beieve it should be. 

I thank you. (Applause.) 

Chairman PAGE: The next speaker on 'the program this afternoon IS 

Professor Fred R. Fairchild, of Connecticut. Mr. Fairchild. 

PROF. FRED R. FAIRCHILD (Connecticut): Mr. President, Ladies and 
~ntlemen of the Conference: It will by now have hem apparent to you 
that this committee has found itself in harmony with the statement of 
the resolution of the February conference, under which it was created and 
acts, to the effect that death taxes provide a fundamentally sound form of 
taxation. 

It has not been our problem to discuss the question of the abolition 
of all taxes on inheritance in this country. Our problem may be put 
under three heads; first, as to the question of the retention or the repeal 
of the federal estate tax; second, as to the relations between that tax and 
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the inheritarlce taxes of the several states; and, third, the problem of the 
existing defects of state inheritance tax legislation, and the measures 
nec~ary to remedy those defects, . and to make the death taxes of our 
states into a system so in harmony with fundamental principles that 
it could merit the approval of at least the great ~ajority of the ci~ns 
of this land. 

Mr. Graves has addressed you upon the first two topics under which 
I have chosen "to classify our. general problem, and the task assigned 
to me is to present briefly for your consideration the third topic, in 
connection with which I shall discuss those particular conclusions which 
have not already been covered by Mr. Graves, namely, Nos. 2, 8, 9 and 10. 

On the program I am assigned to discuss the subject of state taxation, 
and that topic is included in these four conclusions of the> committeI'. 
As did Mr. Graves, I wish to take tIle liberty of transposing the order 
of these conclusions so that I may discuss No.8 last. 

Let us see, then, what ar~ the principles upon which should be founded 
a sound system of state taxation of estates or inheritances. In the opinion 
of this committee, the first requirement, beyond those which have already 
been presented for your consideration, is stability. 

Now, it may occur ~t first thought that this is a truism applicable 
not only to death taxation but to every form of taxation under which 
the citizens of mod~rn democratic countries suffer, but lest you arrive 
at any hasty conclusion, let me remind you of a difference which is far
reaching and fundamental between the death taxes and the great body 
of other types of taxation. 

The ordinary forms of taxation, the property tax, the income tax, 
and so· on, are imposed annually. At least once every year every sub
ject finds himself under the impact of this tax. Material changes in the 
tax, provided they occur between assessment dates, affect all subjects 
equally within the degree of uniformity which the law requires· and 
provides. If the tax is low this year and high next year, all subjects 
gain the advantage ~f the low rate this year, and suffer the penalty of 
the high rate next year. 

The death taxes aie different. To any given beneficiary of property 
left by a decedent, the impact of the death tax comes only once or twice 
or a few times in a lifetime. "A" inherits this year when rates are low, 
and he pays a correspondingly low tax. "B" inherits next year, following 
an upward revision of the rates, and his tax is high. On every ground 
of tax paying ability, of justice, of obligation to support the government, 
"A" and "B," if they inherited the same amounts, should stand equal 
before the law. They do not so stand. And this committee submits 
for your consideration that any system of taxation which makes the 
~mount of the contribution of the different citizens depend upon any such 
fortuitous circumstances as that, is not in harmony with sound principles 
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of taxation, and is indefensible, unless it is impossible to find any means of 
escape. 

Not only does justice between taxpayers require that there shaH be 
little change in the rates and other essential features of death taxation, 
but this same requirement is imposed by the obvious obligation to make 
the· system of taxation as little burdensome, as little a hindrance to the 
proper disposition of the estate of the de~dent, as is possible. Every citizen 
has the right to ask of the legislature or the Congress, as the case may be, 
that its necessary tax system, required to enable the government to live and 
perform its functions, shall interfere as little as possible with his right 
to plan his business, his investments, and the disposition of his property 
after death according to his judgment. If the citizen during his life time 
.-:annot kno'l" what will be the rates of taxation imposed upon his estate 
al death, he is denied this right, and such is the condition if the rates of the 
inheritance tax are subject to change from year to year, not predictable in 
advance. The existing situation presents the antithesis of stability; and 
upon this point I should like to read a brief paragraph from the com
mittee's report: 

Practically every state in the Union which imposes an inheritance 
tax has amended its law within very recent years. Thirty states 
have changed their rates within five years, and thirteen others have 
changed their rates within the last ten years. Many of these 
changes in rates have been radical, and practically all Ilf them 
have been substantial. Massachusetts has amended its inheritance 
tax law every year but six within the last thirty-five years. Mich
igan has amended its law at every regular session of the legislature 
but one since 1907, and the New Jersey law has been amended four
teen times within the last fifteen years. 

This paragraph should suffice as the evidence from practical facts of 
the principle which I am presenting to you. The present situation is 
not as it should be, and the committee recommenda therefore, or con
cludes, that whatever the system of inheritance tax that shall finally be 
established, it should be stated with as little change as possible in rates 
and other essential features. 

Now, it may be observed by some one who sees an opportunity to 
put me in difficulties, that of all the recommendations recently presented, 
those of this very committee are proposing to make radical changes which 
will make all of this terrible situation to which I have called your at
tention seem a small matter. That burden the committee will have to 
a~pt. 

\Ve take it that our task, after showing the defects of the present 
situation, is to draw up something in the nature of a model plan of 
inheritance taxation, and while it is an ambitious proposal, and the 
committee realizes its limitations, it nevertheless is our hope that we 
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may make at least some small contribution towards placing before the 
people of this country an ideal arrangement of death taxation: If in 
that we succeed, even though only moderately, many states will have to 
make material changes to bring their systems into harmony with our sug
gestions. But it is our further hope that, those changes having been 
accomplished, there will become established throughout the United States 
a system of death taxation, honest, equitable, uniform, moderate and stable, 
and that violent changes in rates and other features thereafter will not 
have the necessity which now prevails. 

Let me also say that it is not in any spirit of heaping criticism that 
we call attention to the defects in the present situation, nor do we feel 
that these multitudinous changes indicate stupidity or desire to grasp the 
last possible dollar, but rather, they indicate an honest gro~ing on the 
part of those responsible for our state laws for some sort of decent systert1 
of death taxation, a groping which has necessarily, in the absence of estab
lished principles, had to follow rule of thumb methods, with the inevitable 
result, which is not to be charged to the shortcomings necessarily of any 
person or any state. It is here that we cherish the modest hope that the 
recommendations and conclusions on which we have agreed, and which we 
present for your consideration, may be of some real service. 

My next proposition is that in the taxation of estates, the multiple 
taxation of the same property by several jurisdictions should be avoided. 
The consideration of this topic naturally falls into three departments, 
according to three clas~ of property subject to taxation-real estate, 
tangible personalty, and intangible personalty. 

In regard to real estate there is really no problem. Only in the 
rarest of exceptional cases is it possible for any state to impose a tax 
upon real estate without its borders, and the taxation of real estate by 
the state in which it is located is the accepted rule in principle and in 
practice. We may dismiss that part of the problem. 

As to personal property, we have the time-honored rule that person
alty follows the owner, but it happens that we cannot apply that rule 
equally to the two classes of personal property; and it further happens 
that the Supreme Court of the United States in the Frick decision last 
summer laid. down a principle which would appear to have taken away 
from us this second part of our problem. It is reasonable to conclude 
that tangible personal property hereafter may be taxed like real estate 
only by the state in which it is located. If that is the case the result, 
while conflicting with some of our announced principles, and conflicting 
equally with the practices of some of our states, is nevertheless a solution 
of the problem which must, we believe, in the long run, commend itself 
to the sound judgment of the American people. And, in any event, it 
is a happy solution of what. has heretofore furnished serious difficulty and 
been a difficult part of our problem of death taxation. 
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There, remains intangible personalty, and here is where the great 
problem exists. 

That multiple taxation of intangible personalty is present throughout 
the United States scarcely requires demonstration. Let me read just a 
few words from the report of the committee. It is scarcely necessary for 
me to preface this extract by reminding this audience that the state of 
domicile of the decedent has without any question jurisdiction over in
tangible personal property, and it is safe to assume that such state will 
always impose this tax to the full extent of its ability. The difficulty arises 
from the fact that other states frequently find themselves in position to 

• exercise jurisdiction over intangible personal property belonging to residents 
or decedents of other states, and hence the conflict of multiple taxation. 

"1'hirty-six states impose a tax upon the stock: of corporations 
chartered by them, although the stock: is owned by a non-resident 
decedent. Eleven states attempt to impose a tax upon the transfer 
of stock: owned by a non-resident decedent, if the corporation has 
property within its borders, even though it be incorporated in 
another state. This provision has been declared unconstitutional 
by the highest court in several of the states. The Supreme Court 
of North Carolina, however, upheld the tax in a case which is 
now pending in the United States Supreme Court. 

Sixteen states attempt to tax the' stock: owned by a non-resident 
decedent even though the corporation be a foreign corporation, if 
the certificate of stock happens to be physically located in the state 
at the time of death. 

If, therefore, a resident of Wisconsin should die owning stock: 
of a New Jersey corporation, and the certificate of stock: happened 
to be deposited in a safety deposit vault in Missouri, and the cor
poration owned property in North Carolina, before the property 
could be transferred by the executor, it would be necessary for 
him to pay inheritance taxes on the stock: to the state of Wisconsin, 
the state of New Jersey, the state of Missouri and the state of North 
Carolina. In addition if the estate is over $50,000, he must pay 
a tax to the Federal Government. If the stock: happened to be that 
of a company also incorporated in states other than those enumerated 
such other states would have to be added to the list. Some rail
roads are incorporated in five or six states and the shares of stock: 
are taxable in each upon the death of the owner. The situation as 
to bonds, notes and other obligations is equally deplorable." 

The result of this multiple taxation is bad in several ways. In the 
first place it is obvious that it means a heavy burden of taxation, heavier 
than ever could have been contemplated by the spirit of fundamentally 

sound taxation. 
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The committee has gathered a mass of data relating to this and other 
subjects of which I shall.read only, occasionally a sample. 

"A resident of New Jersey, whose gross estate was only $49,000, 
was recently required to pay an aggregate tax of $7,112, or 15 
per cent of the gross estate, to three states." 

But, the evil is not only in connection with the heavy burden of tax 
exaction. A further difficulty, in many cases even more serious, arises 
because of the difficulties of administration in connection with the taxa
tion of intangible property by states other than the domicile of the 
decedent. This means not only loss of time and labor for administration, 
but it means a heavy expense of administration. The number of papers 
which have to'be filed, the procedure which has to be undergpne in order 
to obtain the releases necessary from many states for the transfer ~f 
property, would be almost unbelievable to one who has not studied this 
question. 

For one estate in New York, formal requirements in the nature of 
inheritance tax proceedings were required in twenty-two states and one 

. foreign government, although prior to decedent's death his attorneys and 
bankers had examined his s~curities and made many sales for the express 
purpose of avoiding multiple proceedings. Had this precaution not been 
taken, proceedings would have been necessary in nearly forty states .. 

In one r,ecent Pennsylvania estate, such proceedings were necessary in 
twenty-two different states, the Province of Ontario, and the Federal 
Government. 

Numerous instances have been found by the committee which show such 
proceedings in from ten to twenty states. In fact, records of the trust 
companies indicate that for settling the average estate such proceedings 
are required in no less than six or eight states. The delays involved in 
this procedure may run anywhere from a number of days to many months, 
and in addition to the expense and inconvenience the administrator is often 
prevented from taking advantage of a favorable market for the disposi
tion of the assets of the estate. 

In a recent Pennsylvania estate, inventoried at $53,000, tax proceedings 
were required in thirteen states other than the state of domicile, and more 
than six months elapsed between the death of the decedent and the receipt 
of the necessary waivers. to execute the transfers. During this period of 
waiting there was a shrinkage in the value of the assets of the estate of 
about $8,500. The taxes on this estate amounted to $6,000 which, to
gether with the shrinkage caused by tax proceedings, consumed approx
imately 30 per cent of the estate. 

The expense of administration is out of proportion to the taxes which 
are found to be due in many cases. Often it appears after lengthy pro
cedure, and heavy administrative costs that no tax whatever is due, yet all 
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of that expense must be involved before the necessary releases can be ob
tained; and frequently the cost of administration exceeds the amount of 
the tax itself. 

\Vhen we talk, then, of the burden of inheritance taxation, we must 
remember that the burden is not confined to the revenue claimed by the 
respective governments but includes another item, often greater than the 
tax itself, which must be borne by the estate. 

One N ew York estate contained securities of corporations of another 
state to the par value of $25,000, inventoried at the time of death for 
$6,000, and finally sold for $8.000. It was necessary to have this portion 
of the estate administered locally in the other state, and the expense of 
the local administration amounted to one thousand and some odd dollars, 
although t'1e taxes paid to the state amounted to only $320. The total 
tix and cost, therefore, in that state alone, took 16 per cent of the pro
ceeds from the sale of the securities. 

In an estate in the District of Columbia there were required expenses 
of $230 to determine a tax of $18. 

"In a recent estate in order to transfer stock of a railroad company, 
which was incorporated in Maryland and Pennsylvania and maintained 
a transfer office in New York, although the market value of the stocle 
was not more than $100, and the tax liability considerably less than one 
dollar, it was necessary to prepare and file three copies of the will, two 
of which had to be certified, and three certified copies of the letters 
testimentary, two applications under oath for appraisal, six schedules set
ting forth assets and liabilities, a copy of the petition for letters, a copy 
of the executor's bond, an order of court, a resolution of the board of 
directors of the corporate executor, evidence of the payment of transfer 
taxes, an affidavit of no indebtedness in Pennsylvania, a Pennsylvania short 
certificate, a New York inheritance tax waiver, and a Pennsylvania in
heritance tax waiver." Not being a lawyer, I don't know what all these 
things mean, but I know enough to understand that the administrator 
of this estate was confronted with a serious problem. 

Now, the conclusion is set forth in the committee's report. This sit
uation is disgraceful. It casts a reflection upon the whole system of death 
taxation, and it casts reflection likewise upon the intelligence of the Amer
ican people. The remedy is contained in the last of our conclusions, 
namely, that intangible personal property should be taxed only by the 
state of residence of the decedent. 

After what has gone before, that conclusion is self-evident, but the 
committee is aware that there are states which may not find themselves 
in a position, however good their intentions, to give up at once a revenue 
which they now obtain from the taxation of intangible property of non
resident decedents. To such states the committee commends the so-called 
Matthews flat rate plan, coupled with a reciprocity feature such as has 
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already been adopted by the states of New York, Pennsylvania, Massa
chusetts and Connecticut. 

Briefly, the Matthews plan contemplates a flat rate tax of two per 
cent upon intangible personal property of non-resident decedents within 
the jurisdiction of the taxing state. This plan involves no inquiry into 
the number of beneficiaries, their degree of relationship to the testator, the 
size of the entire estate, or the separate share; it requires the filing of no 
formal papers except the mere statement of the administrator as to the 
amount of such property within the taxing state, and its value. The neces
sary waiver can be obtained and the tax collected and paid within a matter 
of a few days. A refinement of this method has been adopted by New 
York, which permits the executor to take the option of a tax at three per 
cent with the privilege of making deductions from the taxable <property of 
debts and expenses and other deductible items in p-roportion as the amourit 
of the property is located in the taxing state. 

The reciprocity feature simply provides that with respect to any state 
which does not tax the intangible property of decedents resident in this 
state, this state will impose no tax upon such property of decedents in that 
other state. It is this arrangement of which Mr. Graves has already 
made mention. _ 

I postponed for the last a subject which may at first appear to have 
only academic interest. This is our Conclusion No.8: Substitution by 
the states of estate tax laws for the succession tax laws now generally 
employed by the'states. 

Our experience was interesting on this topic. As you know, it has here
tofore been assumed by students of this subject, by authors of model in
heritance tax laws and by the legislatures of pretty nearly all of our 
states, that the ideal arrangement of death taxation was the inheritance 
tax or the succession tax, under which there are rates graduated according 
to the degree of relationship of the beneficiaries to the decedent and also 
with respect to the size of the separate distributive shares. 

This opinion has been so commonly held that it was a matter of surprise, 
I am frank to say, to most if not all members of this committee, when, 
after deciding that this question might fairly be reopened and considered 
on its merits, we arrived at the conclusions, contrary to previous notions 
and, I fear, previous published statements of some of us, that the case in 
favor of the inheritance or succession tax had very little foundation upon 
which to ~tand. 

Now, it is obvious at the outset that the estate tax has the advantage of 
great simplicity. The rates, if graduated, are graduated only with respect 
to the size of the estate as a whole. There is no complicated scheme of 
graduation according to degree of relationship in several classes; there is 
no difficulty with life estates and remainders, such as plague the executor 
and the tax collector under the inheritance tax. The whole thing is based 
upon the size of the estate itself and presents the minimum of adminis-
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trative effort, an advantage to the executor, the beneficiaries and the collect
ing state. Now, if that is true and if there is not some other strong con
sideration in favor of the succession tax, it would seem to be sound wisdom 
to reconsider our preconceived notions on this subject and consider the 
possibility of substitution of the estate tax principle for that of the suc
cession tax. 

The principle that there should be discrimination between beneficiaries 
in accordance with relationship is generally accepted, and I believe, in 
agreement with the other members of the committee, is thoroughly sound, 
but we submit that a complicated scheme of graduated rates, based on 
degree of relationship, is not necessary to carry out this principle, but 
that the same result may be accomplished with equal facility, and I am 
inclined to tbink now perhaps even better, by means of the exemption. 

-Now, you are aware that in the ordinary estate tax there is a flat 
exemption without regard to degree of relationship of the beneficiaries or 
the number of distributive shares. But there is no necessity for such a 
simple exemption. There is no reason in the nature of the case why, 
under an estate tax, there should not first be deducted from the gross 
estate debts and expenses and other deductible items, leaving what we may 
call the net estate, and then from that net estate should be deducted a 
personal exemption which could be based upon the degree of relationship 
of the several beneficiaries just as a succession tax is now based, leaving 
what we may call, for the sake of illustration, the net taxable estate, to 
which then, as a whole, would be applied whatever rate you choose, 
graduated according to the size of the estate. 

The use of the exemption in that way would make possible what is 
the really important desideratum of the succession tax, namely, the mini
mum of interference with the citizen in his provision for the members of his 
immediate family and immediate dependents after his death. That is 
what we must safeguard, but that can be safeguarded by an exemption 
quite regardless of the complicated scheme of graduated rates. 

Furthermore, you need to remember that the disposition of an estate 
is after all completely within the hands of the testator or perhaps his 
executor. Under the inheritance tax, the theory of our law is that we 
take from each one of the several distributive shares certain amounts ac
cording to some preconceived principle embraced in the statute. But, it 
is a fact that a great number, perhaps the majority, of carefully drawn 
wills today make provision that all taxes shall be paid out of the residuary 
estate, and often, without doing that, it is perfectly possible-or would be 
were it not for the complications and fluctuations of our laws-perfectly 
possible for the testator to determine what is the clear amount he wishes 
to go to each beneficiary, and then add to that amount in the bequest 
enough to take care of the tax. If somebody objects that the estate tax 
inevitably throws the entire tax onto the residuary legatee, the answer 
is, that is also perfectly within the control of the testator; all he has to 
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do is to leave enough in the ·residuary estate to provide for all the tax, 
and, mind you, with the additional advantage that under the simple estate 
tax he is able to calculate what that tax will be with some degree of 
sureness. " 

Now, in the light of these considerations, which I do not need to 
elaborate further, the committee concludes that while it is not to be 
supposed that all of the states will rush pell-mell to substitute estate taxes 
for inheritance taxes;' that the move toward uniformity, which we con
sider of such great importance, the move toward, simplicity, the move 
toward equity, the move toward less interference wi'th the management of 
property during life and its disposition after death would be accomplished 
.if the states should see fit to substitute for their existing succession taxes 
a tax based upon the principle of the estate tax. 

I thank you. (Applause.) 

Chairman PAGE: I wish to say t.p the conference that a list of the 
accredited delegates to this conferenc~ has been compiled. I hold in my 
hand a copy of it. Another copy will be found on the bulletin board, and 
another copy will be found at the registration desk; and it is greatly to be 
desired that any possible inaccuracies in that list shall be noted and atten
tion called to it before we open the general discussion this evening. 

The next speaker on our program now is Mr. William B. Belknap, of 
Kentucky. 

WILLIAM B. BELKNAP (Kentucky): Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gen
tlemen: To present a boiled down report that takes an hour to read, in a 
half-hour speech is a very difficult proposition, and it is impossible to do 
more than to touch a few of the high spots, and to give you the presupposi
tions under which we were working when we undertook it. 

In this speech it will be necessary to get back to first principles in 
order to start the discussion of the model inheritance tax law. 

Those who frame our tax laws usually seek both to raise revenue and 
to do justice to the taxpayer. In the discussion that follows the promul· 
gation of such laws in legislatures these two so evident fundamentals are 
often slighted, the one by the taxpayers who doubt the quality of the 
justice they are about to receive, the other by those who are more nearly 
affected by the raising of public revenues than they are by the paying of 
the taxes. This latter class includes both the officers responsible for gov
ernment and that portion of the public which hopes to receive benefit from 
the revenue raised but does not expect to bear the burden of the taxes. 

Many of the faults of our present statutes trace back to the victory 
in the legislative bodies of one or the other of these two groups at the 
expense of the union of revenue and justice. 

Your committee made up of tax officials, business men and students 
of public finance tried in framing the model law to keep both of these 
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primary objects always in view. Their object was the ralsmg of the 
maximum revenue by the jurisdictions which most needed it, with the 
least possible burden to the taxpayers individually and collectively. 

So we put in your hands this afternoon the proof sheets or what really 
means proof sheets, of the first draft of this model law. In the words of 
our legislature, "This is now open to amendment, recitment, or debate." 

I want first to say something about the necessity for uniformity among 
the states. There has been raised an objection to the Federal Government 
in any way even suggesting to the states that there should be uniformity of 
any kind. Now, I am a Southerner and I am a State's Rights man, but I 
am not a "State's Wrongs" man, and what I feel is that the state's wrongs 
are in the ascendency under the present system of death taxes. I feel 
v,ry strongly that there is no legitimate objection to the Federal Govern
ment helping the states to reach a workable arrangement in the levying 
of death taxes and to get away from the present abominable situation 
where, in settling most estates, it costs more to find out the tax than to 
pay it. 

The committee's report stresses the desirability of stability in death taxes. 
This stability will not be reached until each state has a law that is both 
just and in approximate uniformity with the other states. Until this is 
done, there will be a constant competition among states, and this will 
absolutely undermine all stability. 

This same competition which is bound to continue unless we do achieve 
some uniformity will not only prevent stability of the state taxes, but it 
will continue to encourage the shifting of wealth from one state to another 
on a purely artificial basis. One of the greatest evils under the present 
situation is this shifting of wealth from state to state and the energy and 
time that is being wasted, from a national point of view by the men of 
brains in this country who are of necessity trying to arrange their residences 
and their investments in such a way as to protect their estates from extor
tion. These evils are so self-evident that I shall not spend any more time 
in giving them the proper emphasis. 

Carrying still further the question of uniformity, we find that only by 
means of substantial uniformity can we reduce to a reasonable figure the 
present inexcusable costs of the transfer of estates. With the laws differ· 
ing in every state, it is absolutely impossible for trust companies and law
yers to arrange for the transfer of securities without, in some way or 
other, charging to the estate these uneconomic costs. The wide variation 
in laws has led to still further differences of judicial interpretation and 
administrative rulings, which have added complication to confusion. Under 
these conditions it is necessary for a man to have devoted years of study to 
death taxes in order to be able to properly handle the transfer of estates. 
It is evident to those who are in touch with the situation that there are 
very few lawyers in this country who are really in a position to settle these 
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taxes intelligently, and the result is mistakes, costly delays and infinite con
fusion and dissatisfaction. 

With some uniformity existing throughout the states it will not only be 
possible to reduce considerably the .costs of ordinary settlement, but it 
should also be possible to cut down very materially the costs of litigation 
which now mark this field of taxation. From some study I have made in 
this matter a year or two ago, it would seem that there was as much litiga
tion over death taxes as over all other taxes combined. With a carefully 
worked out model law, adopted by the states, we feel certain that this 
would not long continue to be the case, and so much for uniformity. 

One ,of the most difficult problems that the committee had to solve in 
drawing up a model inheritance tax law was the question of how to tax 
contingent remainders. "I leave to my wife Mary Jane tht: bulk of Ply 
estate until such time as she shall remarry, and if she does not remarry she 
keeps it, but if she does she does not keep it. In case she remarries it, goes 
to the daughters in case they do not marry, and if they do marry it goes to 
the sons," and you can go on. You know how people make out wills, if 
you have ever read any. Nobody can predict how a will is going to read, 
and you simply cannot determine what contingent remainders are worth_ 
We studied the provisions in the various state laws. We thought of put
ting in a provision whereby the insurance commissioner or some other 
official should figure the present value of contingent remainders, and after 
we got thinking about it we figured nobody this side of the grave could 
figure contingent remainders. 

Mr. Fairchild was just talking about the question of whether after all 
the estate tax could not be worked around in such a way as to avoid this 
one of the most trying difficulties. 

I asked a man not long ago what they were doing under the Kentucky 
law with bonds of people who had put up bonds in order to safeguard the 
payment of taxes on these contingent remainders at some future date. 
These may not fall in for sixty, seventy or eighty years. He scratched his 
head and said, "I don't know where we have those bonds; they are some
where around the office here." I said, "Do you ever look at them?" "No, 
nobody has seen them in five years; we see them as they come in and go 
on file, and that is th~ end of them." This was before we changed the 
Kentucky law. 

The more the committee considered the matter, the more evident it be
came to us that the injustices, so-called, of the estate tax are more apparent 
than real. 

I believe the reason back of that legislation would appeal to almost 
everybody. However, when we came to look at experience in the matter, 
we found from the best experience we could get that about 85 per cent, 
approximately, of all death taxes were paid by people receiving the money 
in the direct line. That left in the other line brothers and sisters and all 
sorts of various degrees of relationship and strangers in blood only about 
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15 per cent of the total tax-almost a neglible amount. Since this is true, 
the committee believes that by adopting the exemptions ordinarily granted 
under the succession tax to the estate tax form of law, the advantages ordi
narily given to direct heirs over strangers under share taxes, can be secured 
under estate taxes. The committee believes adopting exemptions ordi
narily granted in the succession tax form of the law would give the same 
advantages in about 999 cases out of 1,000 to the direct heirs that the pres
ent differentiation in rates gives. The fact is that I have talked to in
numerable men over the country and never found but one case where a 
large estate was ever left to a stranger in blood. 

Exemptions serve well until estates get large. In a ten million dollar 
estate, a $50,000 exemption does not amount to much, but in all these 
17,000 smaUer estates Mr. Graves spoke of, exemptions are going to take 
c:re of the stranger in blood and the direct line. 

You may be interested at some time to look at a table--I won't mention 
any names because I am going to be a little sarcastic about it-a gentleman 
who has written on inheritance taxes figured out one of the most beautiful 
tables you ever saw, he had something like 120 or 150 different rates in it. 
It varied according to whether the daughters were married or whether 
they were not married. The rate varied also if the wife was under forty 
or over forty or over sixty or under sixty. You can work these things out 
ad infinitum, and you can find many reasons for having those different 
rates, but the rough justice, whicli means the real justice in this case, is 
easier, 1 believe now, to achieve under an estate tax than it is under a suc
cession tax. Of course the estate tax will be heavier than the succession 
tax. Naturally, if an estate is divided among five people and you consider 
each share separately, you are not going to get in the high brackets as 
quickly as if you consider it as a whole, but the answer ,is we can simply 
use a little lower rate on the estate tax than we would use on the succession 
tax, and we will collect about the same revenue and there will be no real 
differences. 

Let us now look for a minute at the advantages of the estate tax. from 
the tax paying point of view. The estate tax is simple to work out. A 
man comes along and says, "I have an estate of $500,000"-he is lucky, 
but aside from that he can determine the tax himself from the laws, he 
does not necessarily have to go to a lawyer. He sees there is $20,000 ex
emption for the wife, $10,000 each for three children j there is $50,000. 
He says, "I am going to leave $10,000 to charity j there is a balance of 
$440,000 j 1 want to leave my wife $250,000." Now, for the taxes on a 
$450,000 estate, we will take a rough figure and say there would be $10,-
000 or $20,000, he deducts that. He says, "Well, $250,000 and $20,000 
are $270,000, of $-HO,OOO j the remainder 1 will divide among the chil
dren." And be leaves it that way, and the estate is left as he really 
intends to leave it, and he can figure it. But, if it is a succession tax he 
gives the thing one look and his face assumes the expression of the woman 
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who receives a bank statement in the mail, and he gives it up in disgust, and 
trusts to the Lord that something will happen to the property when he 
dies, he doesn't know just what. 

Now, from the point of view of the tax official, I do not believe there is 
a tax official in the United States who would not throw up his hands in 
glee-and tax officials are not very gleeful, I am afraid, during business 
hours, most of the time-if he could see his way clear to having an estate 
tax instead of an inheritance tax. He does not have to go into the ages of 
Mary Jane and Susan, and first cousinships, and all the rest of it. He 
figures the tax on the net estate and he figures the deductions under our 
plan of these various direct line people, and then he levies a tax and he 
forgets all about vested and contingent remainders, vested interests and 
life estates-all that is swept out-and he does not put away any beautif.ul 
bonds that are going to clutter up the shelves for twenty-five years, and 
he does not on the other hand do what we recommend. The only thing 
you can recommend, as we work it out, is to compound the tax and argue 
it out with the executor and say "Well, if his wife who is to get $500,000 is 
good looking and she does not get the money if she remarries, there is a 
pretty good chance she does not get the money," so he compromises on the 
thing. He looks at another one, and he charges the full rate. If we do 
get through, as I believe we are going to get through this Congress, the 
80 per cent credit for state taxes paid, it will be a very simple matter for 
the states having estate taxes to figure their rates so they can take full ad
vantage of that SOper cent credit and not overstep it to any marked 
degree, get the maximum revenue that they can get,. and get the whole 
thing on an orderly basis. Further than that, it is much easier to get the 
states to more or less agree on one table of rates for an estate tax than it is 
on several tables for a succession tax where you get, as I say, up to the 120 
different rates that my theorist friend had in mind. 
. I hope that this evening, after the carnage is cleared away, there will be 
a thorough discussion of the relative merits of estate and succession taxes. 

I was about as hard-shelled a believer in succession taxes as anybody I 
ever met, until we got into this close study of them up there in the 
Adirondacks this summer. , 

Now, so much for the realm of generalities, and I want to say after you 
leave that realm and get down into actual close contact with the law you 
find there is no right or wrong on these particular points. Various points 
came up and we argued them, and finally somebody would say, "Well, now, 
it is useless to argue this any further, both of us are right, it is just a ques
tion which is the more expedient form," and every man has a right to his 
opinion as to why they should be for any specific provision. We put down 
definite provisions and we hope if this tax is adopted by the states they will 
stick as close to that as possible, not that anyone is better than the other 
but that they should be uniform throughout the country, in order to get 
away from litigation, in order that court decisions may be more uniform 
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and administrative rulings be more uniform. The need for uniformity 
and stability has already been given as argument in favor of adopting a 
model law. 

There is one other thing that is most important that is often lost sight 
of, and it is brought out by this very thing that Mr. Fairchild was refer
ring to, namely, the constant amendment of the state laws. Most state 
laws are drawn up by some such person as this gentleman who drew up 
the table for 120 rates, who has theory in mind, and are sure they know a 
whole lot about it but have not had experience with the actual operation 
of the laws. 

What we have done or tried to do--we are fairly modest about this-
we have tried to bring into one law the experiences of the states, and many 
a phrase in this law that looks very innocent has caused a lot of difficulty, 
aad it has bt!en born out of the travail or troubles of some tax official who 
has tried to administer a law that was not administerable; and so intricate 
is this question of going into wills and handling the whole of this estate 
problem that there are innumerable little points in a model law which to 
the inexperienced man, even a tax official who has not had much experience 
in estate taxes, don't look as though they amounted to anything. So, I 
want to ask in relation to adopting this law in any state, that you will con
sider very carefully before you cut out any of the provisions, whether they 
really mean anything or whether they just sound as though they did. 

Now, I was going to read this outline of the principles at the front of 
this copy of the model law as we put it out, but my time has gotten short 
and I am going simply to turn to a few of the provisions in the model law 
and discuss them very briefly. 

First we find a clear statement of the property to be taxed and when the 
property is to be taxed, the object being to tax all transfers which could 
be considered in any way testamentary or as a distribution of an estate at 
the time of death. I may say that one of the questions that came up there 
that we decided more or less arbitrarily was that it was thought that an 
ante-nuptial agreement should not be taxed but should be considered as a 
debt against the estate. 

Joint interests are taxe4 as though the decedent had left by will an 
equal share of such interest. For the reason that most powers of appoint
ment are simply transitional, without real benefit to the person having the 
power to appoint, it was thought they should be taxed but once. 

Life insurance is treated as is usual now among the states with the 
exception that such insurance as is designated for the payment of the tax, 
is not to be taxed. Personally, I have the feeling that if this is done, 
any other money so designated should also be exempt from tax, otherwise 
there is an unfair penalty upon the man who cannot get or does not want 
to take out insurance. I figure out what my estate tax is going to be, and 
I find it is going to be $25,000; I take out a life insurance policy in favor 
of the Fidelity & Columbia Trust Company and say this is to be used for 



32 P~OCEEDINGS OF SECOND NATIONAL CoNFERENCE 

the payment of estate taxes, and so much of that as is used is not to be 
taxed by inheritance taxes. That is now as I understand it the law in 
Massachusetts and is the law in England. There is one difficulty I find 
with that, and that is it is very unfair to the man that prefers to leave 
these funds in other ways than life insurance. There should be some pro
vision-which we did not make but which I hope we will make before the 
final draft-to allow a man who leaves other funds than life insurance for 
the payment of inheritance taxes, to deduct such funds, before computing 
the tax-either that, or the provision should be dropped entirely. 

It is possible, mind you, that with the ultimate abolition of the estate 
tax this exemption of life insurance may lead to abuses which will have to • 
be corrected. It is perfectly possible that men will say that "Life insur
ance is exempt, I will take out a two or three premium policy, or one 
premium policy, pay this over to a life insurance company, and"get by Wit:l 
a lot of money that ought to come in to be taxed." But that we will meet 
when it comes up. There is no such danger in the immediate present. 

The revocable trust section would seem but common sense. I think you 
will find that perfectly reasonable, simply that all revocable trusts are tax
able so far as they are revocable. Property previously taxed is exempted 
for five years. Some thought that three years is long enough, but we 
finally decided on the five years' exemption. 

The usual exempti~ns are granted to religious, charitable, educational 
and public institutions. And then came the question of rates which has 
been pretty thoroughly covered, so I won't go into that. 

We put into some of these classes in the succession tax people who have 
not usually b¢en put in, for instance, stepchildren are included along with 
the children.' The reason for that, and the same reason will apply to other 
people-it may look questionable to you in those places-the reason is this. 
the property is really being handed back' to the direct line. When does a 
stepchild inherit property ordinarily? It is because the father of that 
child has married a second time. The money is left to the mother, and 
the mother leaves it back to the stepchild. Some of our states tax that as 
a stranger in' blood, and that is thoroughly unfair. 

The exemptions we fixed were $20,000 for the wife, and $10,000 to each 
child. There again, as. in the case of rates and other things, your heart 
work.s as much as your head in deciding what they should be. It is pretty 
hard to say this far we shall go and no further. 

The committee went very carefully into the subject of deductions for 
debts, funeral expenses and taxes paid to other jurisdictions, and so on. 
and I think you will find,-if you study that carefully, that we have been 
pretty fair. . 

I have already referred to contingent estates and vested interests. 
We put the administration of the tax where it belongs, that is, under 

central state authority, and then we made the proper provisions to enable 
that authority to enforce the law, particular attention being given to the: 
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difficult subject of appraisals. We allowed the tax commissioner to take 
into consideration the value six months before the death and the value six 
months after the death in order to take care of any violent fluctuations that 
would really work an injustice to an estate. The rights of the taxpayers 
are guarded by proper provisions for appeal. 

The rules for the time of payment, for discounts and penalties follow 
those commonly in use. \Ve did clear up one point that is unusually 
difficult, and that is as to when the appraisal and tax accrue on gifts in 
contemplation of death. If a man made a gift in contemplation of death, 

.and then the tax law changed six months after he made the gift, it was 
questionable what law controlled. 

If you will compare the text of the share tax, that is, the succession tax, 
with that of. the estate tax, you will find that the blanks on the side of 
th~ estate tax here show how much simpler the estate tax is to write, and 
how much simpler it is to handle. 

I again repeat what Mr. Gary asked, and that is that you write in all of 
your suggestions, as we are most anxious to get this model law in proper 
form, and we want particularly your co-operation. 

I thank you. (Applause.) 

Chairman PAGE: The next speaker on the program is Mr. Berry of 
Michigan. 

R. H. BERRY (Michigan): Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen: 
It is indeed a privilege to be permitted to occupy the floor of this forum, 
one which is greatly appreciated. I think the country as a whole should 
realize there is an organization in existence that is working for the individ
ual in connection with his disbursements of money. There are organiza
tions working for the individual to see that he receives his fair share in for
mal ways, in the labor organizations, but there is no organization that I 
know of except the National Tax Association which is endeavoring to do 
something for the individual taxpayer. 

Mr. Chairman, I think that we are all deeply indebted to the National 
Committee on Inheritance Taxation. That committee has rendered a 
most wonderful report. That report contains statistics, figures and facts, 
that heretofore have not been. presented, and those of us who have made a 
study of this subject thought that we reached about every conclusion that 
it was possible to reach, and that no new ideas could be advanced. I 
believe that theory has been disputed, in fact I know so, in their report. 
Almost any report can be taken, and you can find certain faults with that 
report. 

There are only two faults I can find in this particular report and I, with 
your permission, will direct my attention to those two thoughts. 

'Ve are on the eve tonight of the signing of the Armistice which occurred 
seven years ago tomorrow, thus bringing about peace throughout the 
world, particularly to the United States, in matters of confiict, with the 
possible exception of everything except taxes, and I do not believe we have 
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peace in tax matters today, although we should have; but we are working 
to that end, and that end will be accomplished very shortly. 

We should not overlook some of the things that give us today some of 
our most cherished traditions. I refer particularly to the Revolutionary 
War, which was brought about by taxation, as we all know. The result 
of that war established certain traditions that today I believe have been 
cast aside. There is oppression in taxes today. You have heard the 
examples of estates where they have been taxed almost out of existence. 
If that is not oppression, then I know not the meaning of "oppression." 
It certainly is confiscation, and yet we tolerate that principle. 

A precedent has given us the right to impose a super-inheritance tax by 
the Federal Government. That precedent has been occasioned by emer
gency measures, and we have had three emergency taxes imposed by the 
Federal Government on as many different occasions. Promptly after ine 
emergency had been removed, those laws have been repealed. 

The occasion for the federal estate tax was an emergency measure. 
The emergency has passed; it passed seven years ago tomorrow, yet here 
we are, still fussing with that war-time measure. The federal estate tax, 
at least I think so, is no longer needed to meet the fiscal requirements of 
the Federal Government, Secretary Mellon has told us-and I believe he 
is the best judge-because we certainly, individually, know more than any 
one else the condition of our bank account. He should know better than 
anyone else the financial condition of his trust. 

He has stated that we have approximately a $300,000,000 surplus. Any 
government which continues to collect revenues in an amount in excess of 
its fiscal requirements rs going beyond the scope of good governmental 
policies. . 

I do not believe the Federal Government,. nor the states, should enrich 
themselves to the detriment of the citizens. Therefore, if the Federal 
Government has a surplus of $300,000,000, it should reduce its taxes pro
portionately and give that $300,000,000 to the citizens. Secretary Mellon 
has realized that the federal estate tax was a war measure and has recom
mended its repeal. Not only Secretary Mellon has made that recom
mendation, but other organizations, similar to this, who have been devoting 
considerable time and effort to this subject, have made similar recom
mendations. The United States Chamber of Commerce conducted a poll 
of the various chambers of commerce throughout the country. They 
recommend the immediate repeal of the federal estate tax. The American 
Bankers Association, an organization representing 26,000 banks and trust 
companies throughout the country, at its annual convention recommended 
the immediate repeal of the federal estate tax. That recommendation 
made by the bankers was one that affects the income of those institutions, 
in that it removes a source of their revenue, so in the American Bankers 
Association recommendation, it is not a selfish motive on the part of the 
organization. 
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For the last five rears the Federal Government has operated at a surplus, 
with the exception of one year of that period that surplus was in excess of 
the amount of revenue collected by the government for federal estate taxes. 
I am going to ask rour indulgence to permit me to read those figures. 

Commencing with 1920, for the period as of June 30th the surplus was 
$212,000,000; the amount of federal estate tax was $103,000,000. 

In 1921 the surplus was $86,000,000; federal estate tax collected was 
$154,000,000. 

In 1922 the surplus was $313,000,000; federal estate tax was $139,· 
000,000. 

In 1923 the surplus was $309,000,000; the federal estate tax $126,-
000,000 . 

.In 1924 tile surplus was $505,000,000; the federal estate tax was $102,-
000,000. 

I t has been the policy of Congress to grant relief along other lines, in 
the reduction of income taxes, and the repeal of other forms of obnoxious 
taxes, with the result that it is now time for Congress to turn its attention 
to the federal estate tax and give some relief to those citizens or those 
persons who are unfortunate enough to die and leave a taxable estate. 

In those figures I have given rou, there were more estates of moderate 
size than there were large estates; so this tax falls on the moderate sized 
estates. 

It has been claimed that the Federal Government through the instru
mentality of this tax is able to reach certain property that annually escapes 
taxation. I refer to municipal bonds. It has been claimed that this is 
the only way in which that class of property can be taxed. Municipal 
bonds is an institutional investment. 

In 1923 returns filed with the United States Government, of the list of 
properties scheduled therein, which was $2,494,000,000, only $82,000,000 
consisted of municipal bonds, which is only 3.31 per cent, of which 63/100 
per cent was found in small estates under $50,000, upon which no tax 
was paid. Therefore the Federal Government only collected 2.68 per 
cent on and from municipal bonds. 

Is it the policy of the government and our taxing authorities to penalize 
the 97 per cent of our property in order to reach less than 3 per cent of 
that property? That is certainly not a spirit of fairness. It certainly 
does not meet with any great favor. Therefore, I do not give much 
credit to the argument that the federal estate tax is the means of reaching 
property that is escaping taxation. 

Assume that it does escape taxation. It is still an unwise policy to at
tempt to saddle upon the estates a tax which indirectly makes necessary the 
payment of more money in the form of interest, higher interest rates, in 
order to borrow money to meet the needs of that estate. It increases the 
cost of building schools, building our roads, running our offices, and, if you 
please, a burden upon the sources of revenue of the state. 
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You, of course, increase the cost, and if it intended that Congress should 
tax or is desirous of taxing this so-called untaxed income, it then should do 
that by direction which it has refused to do by indirection. In other words, 
let Congress come out in the open. It had an opportunity. There was 
a measure presented for an amendment to the Constitution permitting the 
taxation of so-called, municipal bond interest, and Congress refused to pass 
it. Therefore, I do not believe Congress should hide behind a veil and 
attempt to do that which in and of itself it refused to do. 

The Federal Government is enriching itself to the detriment of some 
twenty-one states by the imposition of this inheritance tax. This is par
ticularly true in the states of Arkansas, California, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, 
Iowa, Kansas, Mai.'te, Massachusetts, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, New 
Mexico, New Jersey, North Carolina, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Oregcn, 
Tennessee, and Texas. Those states suffer for every moment this federal 
estate tax is on the books. 

In those states, and possibly some others, the federal estate tax is a de
d~ction against the g~oss estate before those states or that particular state 
computes the inheritance tax. The result is it reduces the net taxable 
estate that that particular community or state can tax. This means, then, 
that in order to meet the fiscal requirements of that state, it must take that 
balance and spread it over the entire rolls; therefore, every death in either 
of those states means that those who survive contribute as a direct result 
of that death. 

Gentlemen, I strenuously object to the Federal Government staying in 
this field of death duty taxation one minute longer. I do not believe it· is 
a function of federal taxation, and will only concede that it is a function 
of federal taxation for emergency purposes, which emergency has passed. 

I do not see the justification for the Government remaining in the field 
any longer, and that brings me to the report of this committee. 

This committee has recommended that this tax remain on our statute 
books six long years, which means seven years. This federal estate tax is 
payable a year after death. If the statute is on our books six years from 
now, the Federal Government will be collecting re~enues for seven years, 
because the tax is paid a year after death; and, frankly, I do not know of 
any estates which pay that tax before the last day. 

If this tax remains on our books for a period of six years, we will have 
three Congressional elections during the interim; we will have a Presiden
tial election during the interim, and six years in which to bring about, 
possibly, by some elements, a change of heart, and the statute will have 
been on our books for so long that I am afraid Congress some time later 
will say, "Well, this is an easy source of revenue, let us keep it." There 
is nothing to stop a subsequent Congress from repealing what this next 
Congress will do. 

Now, it seems to me, is the time for the immediate repeal of this law. 
We have been discussing it at the National Tax Association for two or 
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three years. It has been discussed in most organizations for the last three 
or four years, and it has been broadcast generally that this is a most ob
noxious tax, and furthermore we have said that the states need this revenue. 
If the states need this revenue today, then why wait six years to give them 
that revenue? If it is not a good thing six years hence, it is not a good 
thing today. 

It seems to me that the only reason advanced for the continuation of 
this tax is its use as a club over the heads of our state legislatures. If I 
were a member of the state legislature, I would resent very much the 
Federal Government holding a club over my head. 'Ve would not condone 
for a moment the Federal Government federalizing our police forces, nor 
attempting to tell us how we should run our communities, nor attempting 
t" tell our legislatures how they should legislate, which brings me to the 
conclusion that we have had too much of it in business and too much 
government in our state legislatures. I believe that the Federal Govern
ment should withdraw from its state activities. I believe if this law is 
procrastinated for six years that it will set a bad precedent for the Federal 
Government to get its hands in on other purely state functions. Person
ally, I do not believe that the Federal Government should interfere in any 
way with our state activities. We have all admitted that this is a_state 
actlVlty. We think that perhaps by the use of a credit provision in that 
law that it will tend to stabilize taxes. Personally, I do not believe it 
will. I know this, that the credit provision that is already in the present 
law is a most cumbersome thing from a practical standpoint. It is a fine 
theory in the law. It is one thing to put in a law something that we think 
is going to be a benefit, and it is another thing to get the benefit of that 
provIsIon. We might think from a practical standpoint that it is an easy 
matter to get that credit that is now provided in the law. 

I have here a three-page letter of rules and regulations, issued by the 
Treasury Department, that you are required to comply with before you can 
get the credit that is now in the law. which credit is only 25 per cent. This 
contains a sentence that we are all familiar with. "Unless you request an 
extension of time, such evidence as you desire to submit should be forwarded 
to reach this office within thirty days from the receipt of this letter. other
wise the audit may be completed without considering the credit for state 
inheritance taxes paid." 

Gentlemen. the provisions in this letter require everything almost down 
to telling the department the color of your eye, in order to receive the 
benefit of that 25 per cent credit. If we had an 80 per cent credit. I do not 
know what we would have to do in order to get the benefit of that credit. 
With the 25 per cent credit we have now as a practical matter the Fed
eral Government challenging the acts of the state officials, challenging it 
in this way. that every cent that the state can be increased by, inures to the 
Federal Government less the credit; therefore, the Federal Government 
officials scrutinize the action of the state officials in computing the local 
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inheritance tax. They challenge the deductions that the state officials 
allow in arriving at the death tax; they, of course, increase the value of 
property and leave go for naught the appraisals placed by our state officials. 
They place no credit in those appraisals. I t has been the custom of the 
Federal Government officials to challenge in many instances the deductions 
allowed. 

I refer to one· specific instance: The statute provided for a widow's 
allowance, provided the estate did not produce sufficient income with which 
that widow could live. The Federal Government determines that with 
the income she had and with the income from the estate that the two 
together constituted sufficient income for this widow to live upon. The 
state officials allowed as deduction in computing the inheritance tax the 
amount of the widow's allowance. The Federal Governme~t says, "N'o, 
that is not a deduction, therefore we restore that to the gross estate and 
consequently increase your tax." 

So it will bring about, I am afraid, a conflict between the federal officials 
and the state officials and, too, if we have an 80 per cent credit, the Federal 
Government is going to collect its revenue upon all it can increase on the 
20 per cent. In other words, this revenue is limited to the difference of 
20 per cent. 

It has been stated that the reason for this six-year provision and the 80 
per cent credit is to swing states like Florida, Alabama, and Nevada, and 
the District of Columbia into line. It has also been stated that there is a 
great migration of people to the state of Florida. People always went to 
Florida; they always will go to Florida. I don't believe that the majority 
of people are going to Florida to escape taxes. They are certainly not 
flocking to Alabama. They have no inheritance tax law. They are cer
tainly not flocking to 'Nevada. They have no inheritance tax law. Nor 
to the District of Columbia. The District of Columbia has had a natural 
increase in population by reason of government activities. Its population 
has increased greatly as a result of the war and the various government 
bureaus. I do not believe that wealth is flocking there to avoid taxes. I 
believe in the main thAt if we attempt to impose any retaliatory tax laws 
it will act as a boomerang. I do not believe my state need worry about 
it becoming depopulated. They cannot hold all the people. I do not 
believe the tax laws or the absence of tax laws in Florida has been the 
means of increasing the value of real estate. Real estate has increased 
in all of these communities. I dare say there is not a community in the 
country today that has not enjoyed a substantial increase in the value of 
its real estate. 

Gentlemen, I believe the less laws we have the more sleep we will get, 
because the multiplicity of tax laws we have today is one of the means of 
making us burn the old midnight oil in order to devise ways and means to 
protect our families; and, rather than complicate those laws and multiply 
them, I am of the opinion that we should do away with a few of them. 
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If we can enact a statute that provides for an 80 per cent credit, why 
can't we enact a statute that provides for a 100 per cent credit? Why 
stop with 80? What does that 80 per cent represent? Is it not an arbi
trary figure? And, too, it is a club. I have not lost faith in our legis
latures. They are gradually seeing the light and are gradually changing 
their laws to do away with the multiple inheritance tax complications in 
these death duty taxes. New York has taken the lead. It is usually said 
N ew York is selfish; yet New York is setting an example for the rest of 
the states to follow; and I believe it is only a question of time when the 
rest of the states will be fair and adopt laws that recognize that multiple 
inheritance taxation is a bad thing. 

I do not believe there is a member of any legislature that condones a law 
.r laws thlt may confiscate 100 per cent of a person's wealth. I cannot 
conceive of anyone that entertains such belief. 

I see no real reason why we should procrastinate and not repeal the 
federal estate tax at the earliest possible moment. It will be harder to 
repeal six years from now than it is now. Notwithstanding that it is 
recommended that the next Congress enact a repealing law, it will be on 
the statute books and act as a target for various classes of persons. There 
are some people in the country who would like to see this law retained. 
I do not believe their reasons are logical; I do not agree with them at all; 
but the law will be there, will be subject to their scrutiny, and it will be a 
source of revenue, and, as time goes on a cry will go up, "Well, it is on our 
statute books, it is easy to collect, let us retain it." 

Furthermore, we cannot anticipate the type of Congress we may have six 
years hence. We cannot anticipate the national administration six years 
hence. Therefore, Gentlemen, I urgently urge upon you to seriously 
consider changing this recommendation and urge the immediate repeal of 
the federal estate tax. 

Chairman PAGE: Gentlemen, that completes the program for the after
noon, so far as the program has been arranged. 

\Vhat is your further pleasure? 
Mr. BRADFORD (New York): I move a recess, as the hour is growing 

late, until this evening, until such hour as the Chair may fix. 
(Motion duly seconded.) 
Chairman PAGE: I believe that the hour for reassembling this evening 

will be eight o'clock:. 
(Ayes and noes.) 
(Adjournment to 8 o'clock: P. M.) 

Tuesday, November 10, 1925. 8:00 P. M. 

Chairman PAGIl: Gentlemen, please get your seats. You will bear in 
mind that the conference adopted certain rules this morning to govern 
your procedure in the general discussion which will take place this even-
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ing. I should like to revive your recollection of the rules which you 
adopted, b~cause, in the discussion, in which it is likely that a number of 
those in attendance will wish to participate, it will be necessary. to enforce 
these rules with such strictness as is possible, and the Chair would like to 
be held immune from any possible offense to any speaker if he merely 
enforces the rules that you yourselves have adopted. 

In the first place, before reading these extracts from the rules, I wish 
to remind you that a' record is being kept of these proceedings, and that 
your remarks will be recorded for publication. It is desired by the con
ference, and it should be desired by those who engage in this discussion, 
that their remarks should be correctly reported, therefore it is hoped that 
those of you who do take part in this discussion will approach near enough 
to the reporter for him to get your remarks as you make them. ' I will aslf, 
therefore, that unless there is some physical obstacle in the way, those 
of you who speak on the subject under consideration tonight will come near 
to the reporter and face the audience, and as Chairman, I will attempt to 

'notify you when the time ex~ires, which you yourselves have fixed. These 
are the rules, and with the usual rules of parliamentary procedure, shall 
control. Pay attention to these, please. 

"In general discussion each speaker shall be limited to seven minutes. 
No person shall speak more than once during the same period of discussion 
until others desiring to speak have been given opportunity to do so." Then, 
as regards voting power; supposing that resolutions are offered which it 
will be the desire of the Conference to vote upon, this is what you have 
decided, that, "the voting power of the Conference upon the report of the 
committee or upon any question involving an expression of opinion on the 
subject of taxation of estates and inheritances shall be vested in delegates 
in attendance; appointed by the governors of the states or by the executive 
authority of the District of Columbia. All delegates appointed in like 
manner.to attend the National Tax Conference shall be deemed delegates 
to this Conference." Note that your rule says, "all delegates appointed 
in like manner." That is to say, alt delegates appointed by the governors 
of states or by the Commissioners of the District of Columbia. 

With that reminder, Gentlemen, I shall now declare the time arrived 
for the general discussion that is provided for in the program that has been 
laid before you. 

Will each gentleman as he rises to speak please come forward and an
nounce his name and give his state. For the benefit of the audience, I 
may say in this particular case, the gentleman who wishes to speak to you 
is Mr. Bradford, of New York. Mr. Bradford, if you will kindly speak 
in such a way that both the audience and the reporter will hear, it will be 
appreciated. 

Mr. BRADFORD (New York): Before I start to make the few observa
tions I intend to make, I want to present these resolutions, to be referred, 
as is the rule of this Conference, to the committee on resolutions, and I 
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shall ask the Secretary to read the resolutions so that it will not be taken 
(lut of my time. . 

Chainnan PAGB: Mr. Bradford, did you wish to speak at this time? 
Mr. BRADFORD: Sir, I have merely presented resolutions, Mr. Chair

man; I have not yet addressed any remarks except to offer resolutions. I 
don't understand that is discussing the issue. 

The resolutions were thereupon read by Secretary Gary. 

RESOLUTION 

"The Delegates and Members of the Conference on Estate and 
Inheritance Taxes, held pursuant to the Resolutions adopted Feb
ruaQ' 19th, 1924, in \Vashington, D. C. for the purpose of re
ceiving and discussing the report of the National Committee on 
Inheritance Taxation, appointed pursuant to said resolutions, here 
assembled on this the 10th day of November, in the year 1925, 
desiring to express not only on behalf of the delegates in attendance, 
but !'O far as this conference can, on behalf of the whole country: 
appreciation and thanks for the splendid report just read, for the 
work connected therewith, for the sound, moderate and construct
ively progressive recommendations made, hereby resolve as follows: 

IYht'rt'Ql, the personnel of the National Committee on Inherit
ance Taxation was in itself an earnest of the work accomplished; 
and 

IYht'rt'os, this Committee has brought to the complicated and in
tricate ~ubject of death duties, a comprehensive understanding of 
the problems involved, long and exhaustive investigations of those 
problems, an understanding and sympathetic research and study not 
only of the practical effect of death duties, but also of the theory 
and principles, economic and legal, underlying their solution, and 
has reached, in the main, sound, constructive and progressive con
clusions that meet with the approval of this Conference; 

Tht'rt'fore, Be II Reso/fled: That the grateful thanks and ap
preciation of this Conference be extended to this Committee for its 
excellent, forward-looking study and investigation and report; and, 
be it further 

Relo/l'ed, That this Conference accepts and adopts the said report, 
and approves of the same, with the exception of that portion thereof 
that has to do with and recommends the continuance of the Fed
eral Government in this field of taxation for a period of six years 
and all reference to the power, if any there be, of the Federal Gov
ernment being used as a means of coercing in any way the several 
States of this Union for any purpose; and be it further 

Rno/fled, That a Committee of seven be appointed by the Chair
man of this meeting to make such changes in the report as will carry 
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out the wishes of this Conference, by the elimination of any sug
gestion or recommendation of the continuance of th~ Federal Gov
ernment in this field of taxation and of the coercing of the several 
States, and, as so changed and modified, the said report of the said 
National Committee on Inheritance Taxation be adopted as express
ing the opinion of this Conference; and be it further 

Resolved, -That a copy of this report, as so changed and modified 
and adopted, be sent as the recommendation of this Conference, to 
the President of the United States, the Secretary of the Treasury 
of the United States, each member of the Committee on Ways and 
Means of Congress, and each member of the Finance Committee 
of the United States Senate, to the Governor of each State and to 
the State-tax CommisSions, or other central State-tax ~uthority <fi: 
each State, and that copies be furnished to. the Press, and that copies 
be reserved for the purpose of sending to the appropriate committees 
of the legislatures of each State of this Union; and, that a copy of 
these resolutions be incorporated in the record of the Eighteenth 
Conference of the National Tax Association, as expressive of ap
preciation to the following members of that Committee and those 
assisting the Committee, to-wit: 

FREDERIC A. DELANO, Chairman, Washington, D. C. 
WILLlAM BAILEY, Nephi, Utah. 
WILLIAM B. BELKNAP, Goshen, Kentucky. 
STEWART W. CRAMER, Cramerton, N. C. 
FRED R. FAIRCHILD, New Haven, Conn. 
MARK GRAVES, Albany, N. Y. 
SAMUEL LORD, St. Paul, Minn. 
Roy C. OSGOOD, Chicago, Ill. 
CARL C. PLEHN, Berkeley, Calif. 
THOMAS WALKER PAGE, President of the National Tax: 

Association. 
]. V AUpHAN GARY, Executive Secretary of the National 

Committee on Inheritance Taxation." 

DELEGATE: Mr. Chairman, I would like to second that resolution. 
Chairman PAGE: Gentlemen, with your approval, the resolutions as 

offered, and previeus to the completion of your debate, will be referred by 
the Chairman to the committee on resolutions, whether seconded or not. 
And, inasmuch as there may be a number of resolutions and the reading of 
those resolutions will consume considerable time, I think perhaps it would 
be well to refer these resolutions to the committee, to go over and put into 
shape for your final expression of opinion through vote, without being 
read. The gentleman who offers the resolution may state the substance 
of it in a few words and save time by reading these long resolutions, which 
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I am afraid may result in detaining you here to an hour when all of you 
would like to be in bed. 

GEORGB' W. MATHEWS (Massachusetts): I think if any delegate has 
been sent by his governor here and has a resolution to present he ought to 
be permitted to present it and have it read before the whole body of dele
gates, and not have it delegated or assigned to a committee to sift through 
the committee's mind before it comes to this body. 

Chairman P AGB: Is that the sentiment of the Conference? 
(No response.) 
Chairman PAGB: Silence gives consent, and the Chair will also rule that 

if any gentleman wishes to offer a resolution he shall have the privilege of 
reading the resolution in extenso to the Conference before it is referred, 
b~t voting "pon individual resolutions will evidently be impossible for the 
reason that to call the roll of the states and to get a vote upon each sep
arate resolution previous to the completion of your discussion is a physical 
impossibility in the time that is available to you. The floor is still open 
to discussion. 

JOHN T. SMITH (Texas): I have a resolution to present. 
Secretary GARY (reading): Resolved, that it is the sense of the National 

Tax Association in convention assembled in the city of New Orleans that 
the federal estate tax should be modified to include only property that is 
recognized as exempt from taxation at present under the law, and it is 
recommended that such a change be made by Congress at this coming session. 
. Mr. SMITH: I believe that is not to be discussed at this time. 

Chairman PAGB: That depends upon the pleasure of the Conference, 
if they prefer to discuss the resolutions as they are offered. 

Mr. BRADFORD: If there are no other resolutions to be presented-
Chairman PAGB: Are there other resolutions that should be presented 

immediately? If not, will you take the floor, Mr. Bradford. 
RUSSELL L. BRADFORD (New York): I am not going to address myself 

to the resolutions. They speak for themselves. 
Mr. Chairman and Ladies and Gentlemen: I am going to address my

leU to the report of this committee, and in doing so I want to preface 
what I shall say by observing that I rise with a great deal of hesitancy to 
oppose any recommendation· of any sort from a committee having the 
personnel of this committee. 

The only constraining influence that impels me to undertake to oppose 
any recommendation of men of such high grade and painstaking applica
tion to a very serious and difficult job, is that in one part, and only one 
part, their recommendation becomes, if carried into other forms of legisla
tion, so utterly serious, and from my point o~ view so meretricious and pos
sibly disastrous to our governmental functIOns, that I for one shall not 
remain silent in my opposition. 

As I understand this issue, it is this-and let us try to be logical about 
it, I am not combative a bit, I am simply expressing my views--the federal 
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estate tax should be repealed or it should not be repealed; it ought to be 
repealed or ought not to be repealed. There is no third ground. Why 
ought it to be repealed, and why ought it not to be repealed?' It ought 
to be repealed because-and the reasons are obvious--since the history of 
this country this 'tax for federal revenue has always been an emergency 
or war reserve. Another reason is that it causes complication in the settle
ment of estates. It is taking from the coffers of the states money to go into 
the federal coffers, to' the natural detriment of the states. Of the states, 
why? If a tax be a million dollars and it goes into the coffers of the 
Federal Government, that million dollars will earn $50,000 at a five per 
cent ·rate, and the states that impose an income tax will lose its income 
revenue upon that. In those states that impose a personal property tax, 
'the million dollars has not yet been distributed back in wealth,after it h~s 
reached the exchequer of the national government; so that, therefore, 
any tax that goes into the Federal Government that is not necessary-so 
that I may not fall into the trap that my good friend Graves laid, I said 
"not necessary," not that the money was not needed, but was not necessary 
revenue-any money that goes into the national coffers that is not necessary 
to the national fiscal system naturally must come from the states, either in 
a large sum or in a small sum, depending upon the amount that goes from 
the estate into the Federal Government. 

Now, there are other reasons. Running not only from 1917, when we 
entered the war, but even prior to that, whether an actual or potential 
effort to prepare for war, all the man power and all the wealth of every 
bit of the land over which this country has jurisdiction was reserved for 
carrying to a successful issue the war on which we were engaged or about 
to be engaged. Therefore, the states with their capital needs were pre
vented for two reasons, one because the wealth taxes were necessary for the 
prosecution of the war, another was because the man power, the able-. 
bodied men had gone to war. During that period the capital needs of the 
state, for hospitals, penitentiaries, school buildings, and bridges across the 
creeks and across the rivers, had piled up, until now the situation has ar
rived in the several states, certainly in the state of New York and the 
eastern states, where those, capital needs must be provided for either by 
large bond issues or by new sources of taxes or by increasing the taxes on 
the sources they now use. 

If we can do away with the fede~al estate tax, and the states that need 
revenue to carry on either capital improvements or regular governmental 
functions, can get a portion of that revenue from the inheritance tax, we 
will at least have gone a long step forward. 

I might say this, while it crosses my mind, that I know of no one except· 
one or two Congressmen that has advocated retention of the federal estate 
tax, except Dr. Adams, formerly of Yale, and Dr. Seligman. 

The committee itself recommends to you a repeal of the statute, but they 
straddle the issue. They recommend to you the repeal of the statute, 
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why? Because they say it ought to go so the states can get this revenue 
they now need, but they say wait for six years. 

Afr. Berry today said that would mean seven years. I call your atten
tion to the governmental right to collect this tax. That is to say, if the tax 
is due within a year after death, it may be assessed at any time within five 
years after it is due, and it may be collected within six years after the ex
piration of that five years, so this tax would be in effect for seventeen 
years. 

Further than that I know of no case--may I say parenthetically, that I 
am expressing only my views and no one else's here, I bind no one by my 
views j at the same time I wish to say that I probably come in contact with 
the administration from the tax standpoint of as many estates, exclusive of 
government ~nd state officials, as probably any other lawyer in the United 
Stites--

Chairman PAGE: The gentleman's time has expired. 
EDWARD P. DOYLE (New York) : I am speaking as the direct represen

tative of real estate interests with property assessed for taxable purposes 
at fourteen billions of dollars, and taking in the counties comprising 
Greater New York, and the adjoining counties thereto. We favor the 
immediate repeal of the federal inheritance tax principally because it is 
absolutely not needed by the Government. If the Government needs this 
101 millions of dollars for the purpose of making the desired reduction in 
the various income taxes, it can help get that saving by abolishing the Ship
ping Board, which has no longer any use, and has no longer any reason 
for existence, except that of sentiment. And, it is absurd to continue to' 
have us make the contributions that we have made in New York State, 
which have amounted to 308 millions, to the Federal Government by in
heritance taxes, when there is no necessity for it. The Government has 
no need for it and can make all the desired reductions it needs by exercising 
simple prudence and ordinary economy. 

There is one statement I would like to make, and that was brought 
out by somebody saying this morning that the State had to have more 
income because there is a demand for better government. I have found 
no demand for what they call better government, except from undesirables. 
The desirable people of this country, who were brought up to believe that 
it was the duty of the people to support the Government, and not the duty 
of the Government to support the people, are not making any demand for 
this extra government that needs so much money to support it. In New 
York State twenty years ago, for instance, there was very little direct tax, 
and no indirect taxes to amount to anything. Now we have a direct 
state tax and nearly $150,000,000 of indirect taxes. The budget of the 
City of New York was at that time about 100 millions of dollars j now it is 
400 millions of dollars. The real estate interests that I represent con
tributed last year to the City of New York 331 millions of dollars in taxes, 
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and then the city spent 89 millions in addition from other sources of 
revenue. 

The government we get now is not as good as the government we had 
twenty years ago. The primary function of government is the protection 
of life and property. We have armed cars going through 'the City of 
New York carrying valuable merchandise; the postmen who collect the 
mail are armed; the savings banks have riot guns and automatic pistols and 
gas bombs; the jewelry stores are armed; I pay higher burglary insurance 
than we ever paid before, higher fire insurance rates than ever before. All 
the men in my neighborhood pay from fifty cents to one dollar a week for 
a private watchman on the block; so that as far as the primary function 
of government is concerned, we have not as good government as we had 
twenty years ago with lower taxes. • 

So far as the courts are concerned, no sensible man resorts to the courts 
any more, because if he wins his case he loses it. The 1,800 members of 
the board I represent are pledged to submit every difference they. have either 
with their clients or their fellow brokers to arbitration. 

Mr. SAXE (New York): Will the gentleman yield for a question? 
Chairman PAGE: Will the gentleman yield? 
Mr. SAXE: I would like to ask the gentleman through the Chair whether 

he honestly believes that if the federal estate tax is immediately repealed 
that immediately the government of the City of New York will be im
proved? 

Mr. DOYLE: I think it will take a very long period of prayer and medi
tation to improve the government of the City of New York. But, what 
I was telling you is, as far as education is concerned, which at that time 
cost about 25 millions of dollars a year, now costs 118 millions of dollars 
a year. I am speaking as a grandfather and a father and an employer of 
labor. Formerly we got our children from the schools grounded in the 
fundamentals, in the knowledge of reading, writing and arithmetic, of ento
mology. Now we get them after an enforced stay in the high school with 
a trace of the Einstein theory and 'the theory of evolution, and a trace of 
reading; writing and arithmetic, and the only thing they are absolutely 
acquainted with is the batting and fielding averages of the baseball players. 

So that as far as I am ~oncerned, as a taxpayer, my grandchildren go to 
a private school, and my children did. 

Now, what government do we get that is any better than we had then? 
As far as the hospitals are concerned, I belong to the lower middle class. 

I go to a hospital, I pay a doctor, I pay for my room, I pay for nurses, I 
do not get any free ice, free coal, free milk; I do not get anything free. 
Some people do it, and those are the people who are demanding this increased 
taxation and this so-called better government. The Commissioner of 
Public Welfare in the City of New York told me last week when he took 
office the hospitals only had $35,000 a year in paying cases. He has forced 
that up to $585,000 a year, and he told me in a short time he would get 
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it up to one million dollars a year, compelling these people who had been 
asking for everything for nothing to pay, because they are able to pay. 

One man died on \Velfare Island last year, in the city hospital. He had 
been seven years in the hospital, a patient of the city, and left an estate 
between two and three hundred thousand dollars. 

HENRY F. LoNG (Massachusetts): Mr. President, I cannot believe 
that there is any such doleful situation in New York as has been presented 
to us. It is a little apart from the subject, however, and I, in common 
with Mr. Bradford, feel a great deal of reluctance in speaking against that 
part of the record which I am now going to say a few words against, 
because I have great admiration and respect for the committee that made 
this report, and increased admiration for Mr. Graves for presenting what 
I think was a very difficult thing in a most attractive and enticing way. 

After all, the things which we are here concerned with are not so com
plicated. There are tWo or three things which we want to have in mind, 
and to bear them constantly in mind, irrespective of costs of hospitals or 
improvements of the government of New York. As Mr. Saxe suggests, 
it is a cold hard problem, and that is the federal estate tax. It seems to 
me as though there are two sides to that. 

The first has been ably developed and I think answered by Mr. Graves, 
although I don't think he intended to answer his own argument. The 
other side is the side of the taxpayer. After all, we as tax gatherers owe 
something to the taxpayer, if not all. 

Now, I feel strongly that the Federal Government should give up the 
federal estate tax. I think the committee feels strongly that it should 
give up the federal estate tax. Now, they ask that it not be given up for 
six years, which may be, as Mr. Bradford says, not six years, and which, 
as Mr. Berry clearly pointed out this afternoon, presents a great many 
difficulties, 

\Vhat are we going to gain if we ask the Federal Government to hold 
that up for six years? Apparently the committee has felt that by doing 
that it will be fooling some one, making it appear to Congress that by 
keeping this on, this situation which has developed in Florida will have 
blown over, that the states will not then scramble to do away with in
heritance taxes to keep in their states the various people of means. Now, 
I don't believe that a human being ordinarily goes to another state entirely 
to escape taxes. I don't believe that because Florida has seceded from the 
Union that we ought to become panic-stricken. I don't believe Massachu
setts is going to lose many of its citizens unless we put on a tax that is so 
unreasonable that no self-respecting person can pay it. So far as we keep 
our taxes within reason, I have no doubt whatever but that our people will 
remain with us; and, as Mr. Graves clearly pointed out; Florida is going 
to wake up from this dream pretty soon, and when it does there is going 
to be an awful panic there. They are going to have exactly the problem 
we have. 
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Now, I ~m not one of those that believe that if we repeal the federal 
estate tax we cannot keep our own inheritance taxes if we play the game 
square; and if the people want to go to Florida and really become 
domiciled in Florida, let them go. I don't believe many of them will go. 

We have had experience in the states for many years on the ground of 
exempting from taxes mercantile establishments, and everyone of you 
know that the kind of establishments that you ordinarily get, because they 
are exempted from taxes, flyaway in the night, just as soon as it is agree
able to them to' fly, and the same thing will be true of Florida. 

True, there are a whole lot of people with a lot of money who have 
very much to say, and that is a very delightful experiment they have on. 
lt is the first real joy and thrill that they have had for a good many years, 
trying to escape taxes, by going to Florida. Most of them, however, do 
it without advice from any of the lawyers, which they ordina'rily accep{ as 
good legal advice for them. . 

I am not one of those people who believe that the Federal Government 
should collect inheritance taxes and distribute it to the various states of 
the Union, and I fear that this six year proposal will lead into that very 
thing, even though we cannot see it now. 

I think Mr. Berry was extremely clear this afternoon in pointing out 
exactly the situation which we. might meet six years from now, with per
haps a different Congress entirely. I am one of those that believe that 
you have got to strike the iron while it is hot. We are in this very delight
ful position which we may not ever be in again. We have the bankers on 
the one hand, those who have within a comparatively few years gone into 
the question of inheritance taxes as to their clients; we have the lawyers on 
their side, and we have the tax people pretty generally, and the states, and 
the only thing holding us back is because we fear something which we are 
not sure is going to happen. 

I want to go on record, even though I may be the only one that does it, 
to play the thing as I think is right and proper, and let whatever befalls 
come. I will feel I have done right by asking that the Federal Govern
ment withdraw from that field entirely, and I think out of the mouths of 
the committee who made this very wonderful report, we can get argument 
enough to sustain that sort of a ground. 

We cannot afford as tax people to play that sort of a game. If Florida 
desires to do it, and if any other state desires to do it, let them do it, but 
let us in each one of our states go along the ground and attend to it in the 
best way we can; and, remember, that these people who will fly from one 
state to another for the sake of avoiding taxes are the kind, using the 
language of the street-the kind of "hosses" that don't stay hitched. They 
won't stay there, they won't make good citizens; and our states, if we lose 
that type of citizen, will be better off. If New York should lose these 
ninety-eight citizens that they spoke of, with this immense amount of 
wealth, still New York would be better off honestly to say that the federal 
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estate tax ought to be abolished rather than by some subterfuge, by post
poning the period with the idea of fooling some one, continue the federal 
estate tax in force. 

I hope, Mr. President, that this convention will vote strongly in favor, as 
they have in the past, of the abolition of the federal estate tax, and that 
not some time in the future but just as soon as Congress can get together. 

Chairman PAGE: I would like to ask if Mr; Armson of Minnesota is in 
the room. Apparently Mr. Armson is not in the room. He is a member 
of the committee on credentials, and the committee would like him to meet 
with them at this time. Mr. Armson does not reply. 

Dr. MILBANK JOHNSON (California): Mr. Chairman, I come from 
the other side of the continent, and as I came to this convention across the 
J;:reat states. of Texas and Arizona and New Mexico and a good deal of 
California, I found that there were very great differences in the require
ments of states; and I feel, as has been expressed here tonight, while we 
owe every debt of gratitude to this committee which has prepared this 
wonderful report, still I cannot help but resent the element of coercion and 
the attempt in its way, and it is a sharp one, of putting the Federal Gov
ernment in the position of coercing the states. 

For what? For the sake of uniformity in taxation. Personally I feel 
that it is impossible to get all the states to adopt a uniform law upon any
thing, even the route to Heaven. It is something we have never been able 
to do, on our marriage laws or anything else; and I think it is a forlorn 
hope. 

However; there is one element in this question, and only one, that would 
be an excuse for the Federal Government to remain in, and that would be 
the adoption of some system of uniformity. 

Now, there are eight states in the United States, principally in the west 
and in the south, which have a community property law. In our state it 
dates from our first constitution, and in our state, as I believe in all the 
others, the women vote, and I do not believe that any power of Congress, 
or persuasion, or any action by this conference, or anything else, would 
ever induce our women to renounce their community property law; and if, 
for example, we could persuade every state in the United States to adopt 
the model law which was presented to us this afternoon, there would still 
be in the United States eight havens for capital, and you would have at 
least three times as big a problem as you have today, with only three 
states out. 

So I feel that the only thing to do, as has been said before,is to recom
mend the Federal Government to go out of this tax and to go out of it at 
once, and to permit the states to protect themselves through service, as we 
say in trade. 

We cannot change the policies of insurance, for example, that we give. 
That is all regulated by our insurance commissioners; but in business we 
say that we can get business and hold business through service. And, let 
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us recommend to our states that they give this service in government as an 
inducement for inhabitants or settlers. That is what we used to get. 

And, I want to say here, that from the west we feel that we will never 
give up our community property law. These laws will, rather, be made 
more stringent than less stringent; and therefore it is a physical impossibil
ity, by any stretch of the imagination, to havejn any place uniform laws 
upon inheritance taxes.-

I thank you. 
Mr. LEWIS: I would like to inquire just why they fixed six years as the 

time for the repeal of this act, before the repeal should become. effective. 
Why didn't they take five years or eight years or seven years? 

Mr. BELKNAP: May I answer that for the committee? 
Chairman PAGE: Just a moment. The members of the, committee 

should not speak on this subject until others have an opportunity to b~ 
heard. I take it that when other gentlemen have had an opportunity to 
address themselves to the subject the committee will have an opportunity 
to clear up any points. 

Mr. LEWIS: I think there are a number of people here in the audience 
who would like to know. 

Chairman PAGE: The members of the committee will have an oppor
tunity to explain that as soon as the other gentlemen have spoken~ The 
committee has occupied a great part of the afternoon, and it is fair that 
all other gentlemen who wish to be heard on this subject should speak 
before the committee once more occupies the floor. I am sorry that the 
question cannot be immediately answered, but I am sure later on the com
mittee will take pleasure in giving as full explanation as time will permit. 

Does any other gentleman wish to be heard in this discussion? 
E. M. HARVEY (Vermont): Ladies and Gentlemen: Vermont, al

though located as some of you may believe, 'way up back of the beyond, 
still has its reputation of being a leader, and nearing fifteen years ago the 
state" of Vermont, under the leadership of Tax Commissioner Cushman, 
formerly a member of this association, put itself upon record, and you will 
find in the chart of this most .. able report these significant words opposite 
the name of Vermont: "Personal property of non-resident decedents is not 
taxable." 

Now, go out and do that. We have set the pace. Shall we turn around 
and coming back, meet you? 

There is just one thing Vermont wants, and she wants it now-the 
repeal of the federal estate tax. 

A. H. DALRYMPLE (Massachusetts): It is sometimes a very small straw 
which determines the way the wind blows. Just before I left Boston I 
received from the authorities at Washington two of the--shall I say
cussed letters like the one exhibited from the platform this afternoon telling 
what one must do to get credit for 25 % of the federal estate tax. 

This form letter is the creature of red tape and regulation. The law 
is simple and direct. Little thought, apparently, was given to the ad-
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ditional burdens which its requirements placed upon the taxpayer and 
state authorities alike. 

Now the Massachusetts Inheritance Tax Department has its hands full 
with the administration of its own law. This new demand of requiring 
under official seal a list of all of the property subject to state inheritance 
tax has imposed much extra work upon a department that already has more 
work of its own than it can readily handle. Where the estate is large and 
the securities numerous the expense in preparing such a list is heavy. 

To my mind this verification of securities should be performed by the 
Government's own auditor. This idea I attempted to carry out in practice 
when our first estate under the 1924 act was examined. I patiently 
showed the examiner a copy of our inventory filed with the Probate Court; 
file determ~nation of values returned by the Massachusetts Inheritance 
Tax Department; our Massachusetts affidavit of expenses; a photostat 
copy of the computation sheet showing how the Massachusetts inheritance 
tax was determined; and the tax bill itself. 

The examiner stated that he was satisfied that the property shown in 
the estate tax return was identical with that taxed by the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts and would so report to Washington. Yet the Wash
ington authorities are still insisting that the trust company which I represent 
shall petition the local inheritance tax division to substantiate the report 
of their own examiner. 

It is this insistent adherence to dictatorial regulations that causes needless 
annoyance and expense and crowds the docket of the Board of Tax Appeals 
at \Vashington. If it is necessary to heap abuse upon the taxpayer in order 
to administer the federal estate tax then the time has come to eliminate this 
method of raising revenue. 

I thank you. 
l\IAllTIN SAXE (New York): Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen of 

the Conference: For a great many personal reasons which do not concern 
the conference, I am heartily in favor of the immediate repeal of the federal 
estate tax. But, it seems to me, after some consideration of the subject, 
that we ought to back up the stand of our committee. 

Now, we have short memories. I think we forget, when we consider, 
as we do here, questions of taxations from purely economic standpoints-
we forget that these questions of taxation in legislative bodies are not al
wa),s considered from the standpoint of pure economics. 

Lest we forget, I would remind this intelligent audience that one of the 
reasons that we had such high rates in the federal estate tax was not due 
to the necessity of taking half of the decedent's property, it was due to a 
demand in this country for the use of taxation for social purposes. 

Now, that demand has not died out. That demand still exists. It is 
wrong, but it is here, and I believe that we have got to be practical about it. 

The reason I favor the repeal to take effect a few years hence is to 
avoid what I believe will happen, that if the federal estate tax is repealed 

• . 
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forthwith, that before six years have elapsed you will see a demand on the 
part of an organized minority in this country for another federal estate tax 
for social purposes. And, of course, we are all agreed that such an estate 
tax by the Federal Government should only be used in case of emergency. 

But I say that in the enactment of that tax, in Congress, at the be
ginning, due to the recent war, there was injected into it the social idea, of 
using tax legislation to cut down swollen fortunes. Of course it is wrong, 
but I say we must not forget that such conditions exist in this country. 

Now, let us look upon this proposition from a practical standpoint. I 
believe that the gentlemen in Congress who are handling this tax problem 
see that proposition, that in order to put through a really constructive 
tax reform program in Congress it is necessary to move slowly in some .' respects. 

I believe that our committee by its unanimous report must have con
sidered the practical phases of. this question. 

Now, I feel this way about it: I have heard every speaker express with 
admiration the wonderful work of this committee, the excellence of this 
report, and on only this one question, with perhaps a little difference of 
opinion with respect to the uniform legislation idea, the conference is 
unanimously behind the committee. I have heard reference made to a debt 
of gratitude which this conference owes the committee. Well, if there is 
any debt in the world that ought to be paid by 100 per cent payment, it is a 
debt of gratitude, and I think that this conference ought to stand 100 per 
cent behind the unanimous report of this committee. (Applause.) 

I do not believe that it is practical to obtain the immediate rep~al of the 
federal estat~ tax law, and I believe that if it is repealed immediatelv, 
before six years elapse you will have a demand for a heavier federal estate 
tax than we have at present. 

Now, I say, let us consider this proposition from the broad aspect of 
the practical side that confronts us, and do not let us neglect it, and let us 
show our payment of our debt of gratitude to the committee by standing 
by the report just as unanimously as it was made by that committee. 

Thank you. 
S. E. HUNT (Tennessee): Mr. Chairman, I have listened with a great 

deal of pleasure to the discussions on this subject during the day, this after
noon and this evening. I have been revolving in my mind why the state 
laws have to be tied to the federal laws. I am reminded of the decision 
of .the Supreme Court of the United States in the Frick case, as was men
tioned today, where the court in these words said that the state and 
national governments were two distinct taxing authorities, neither has 
priority over the other. I think that is the language that was used in that 
opinion. 

That being true, I cannot exactly understand why we, representing all 
the states but three, that have inheritance tax laws, are concerned about 
what the national government does or does not do with reference to OUI 

own laws. Now, I will explain myself on that. 
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Our state laws are independent. They are sovereign states. Our laws 
are enacted by our respective legislatures, and I cannot for one understand, 
howsoever good this uniform tax law may be, how uniformity· can be main
tained in the states. I haven't had time to go through the model law, I 
have heard it discussed and see some splendid things in it. Several things 
in there are much better, I will admit, than the law of our own state, 
but, if the inheritance tax law of Tennessee is changed, let it be changed 
by the legislature of Tennessee. (Applause.) 

Now, I want to say in reference to the federal tax that I do not agree 
with the committee. I agree in part and I do not agree in part. I agree 
with them when they said that Congress should repeal it, but I do not 
agree with them that we should give them six years of grace. Let us have 
i~now. Le\ us get that out of the way, and let us insist upon Congress 
repealing that, and then let us as states enact whatever is the best law for 
our states. 

Now, the inheritance tax law of Tennessee is weak in one respect, as it 
is in several of your states. My best information is that about two-thirds 
of the states in this Union have a central collecting authority, and ad
minister the inheritance tax law from the state capitol. 

In my state it is different. One of the weakest parts of our law is that. 
Otherwise we have a good law. That can be corrected at home, and I 
think will be corrected at home. I refer to that part of it, like some of 
your states, about twelve or thirteen, I think, where you have the County 
Court clerk, or some county officer, to administer this law and report to 
the state office. There are twelve or thirteen of you doing that. The rest 
of you have a central state authority. My state is one that is in that class 
where the clerks collect the tax and report it to the State Tax Commission. 
That, I think, is a weakness. We are working upon that now. 

But, I arose to make this point, that the sovereign states of the Union 
don't care, so far as I can see, for any taxing body, as great and as good 
as this one is, to present them with a law. They will resent the fact that 
we hand them a law to be passed, because it is a general law for the states. 

The man from California expressed the thing, I think, well, when he 
said that each state had its own needs and they know better what those 
needs are than anybody else, and better how to reach the proper end in 
getting legislation on those things. 

I thank you. 
E. R. LEWIS (Illinois): Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen: I 

speak with a great deal of diffidence tonight because my own tax work 
has very seldom brought me into inheritance tax work, but I think that 
those of us in the audience are speaking as jurors tonight, anyway, and not 
as experts. 

Moreover, my little observations as a member of the jury are going to 
be rather a question than an argument, anyway. 
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I notice the committee speaks of the necessity of uniformity and stability 
of the several state inheritance taxes, and yet on page 14 they say that 
Massachusetts has amended its inheritance tax law every year except six 
within the last thirty-five; Michigan every year but one since 1907; New 
Jersey fourteen times within the last fifteen years. 

I would just like to ask for information from the members of the com
mittee what it is that makes them think that if a model law, such as this, 
is passed it will remain stable. Of course they have this provision of the 
federal credit, in the first six years. Assuming that that works .the way 
you want, when you take that off at the end of, six years it seems to me 
the pressure of different interests, different demands of revenue from vari
ous states with different business conditions' will make your uniformity 
a hodgepodge. ' 

I looked up tonight the latest report of the Bar Association, and it 
showed that it had been since 1909 in getting twenty-six states to pass the 
uniform bill of lading act; it took thirty-six years to get forty-eight states 
on the uniform negotiable instruments act, and so with other uniform laws. 
Those are acts that I think have none of the elements of contention and 
disagreement that the inheritance tax has. 

My question really is a question for information as to how the mem
bers of the committee expect uniformity to stay after six years from now. 

Mr. JAMES L. SAYLER (Illinois) : There are several matters worthy of 
attention in the way of securing uniformity in inheritance taxation in the 
various states. 

The Supreme Courts of a number of states, for instance, have held that 
in a case when the deceased was not a resident of the state, the company 
was not incorporated under the law of the state and the certificate showing 
the ownership was not physically present in the state at the time of 
death,-such state does not have the power to tax the stock even though 
the company owns property in the state. 

Why complicate the matter by providing for a tax where the weight of 
authority is against the power'to assess it, and thus cause confusion in the 
minds of those who are attending to the practical details in the settlement 
of the estate? 

A similar question arises in the case of unregistered bonds when held by 
nonresidents. The courts have consistently held in a number of jurisdic
tions that unregistered corporate bonds located outside the state in which 
the issuing corporation is organized and belonging to the estate of a non
resident of that state, are not subject 'to inheritance tax in the State where 
the corporation is organized. This conclusion is not based primarily upon 
the wording of the inheritance tax statutes themselves but rather upon a 
more fundamental consideration of want of jurisdiction, the bonds having 
no taxable situs within the state. 

Regardless of the fact th~t certain states like Virginia, Iowa and Maine 
are attempting to tax unregistered bonds of domestic corporations, held by 
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the estates of nonresidents, it is believed that under the present state of the 
law and the practice the same would not be sustained if presented for 
judicial decision. . 

Under the circumstances would it not be advisable for the sake of 
simplicity and uniformity to provide that bonds and other securities of a 
corporation organized under the law of the particular state and owned 
by a nonresident are not to be included in the gross taxable estate? 

A somewhat similar· situation arises in Canada. The nine Provinces 
there have succession duties. When stock of Canadian companies is held 
by nonresidents of the Province where the company is incorporated and 
the shares of stock are transferable upon the booh of the company at 
some place outside the Province-such shares are not subject to inheritance 

eraxation in the Province in which the company is incorporated. Logically 
also the unregistered bonds of Canadian companies transferable merely by 
delivery, owned by a nonresident and physically held outside the Province 
should not be subject to the inheritance tax rates in the Province where the 
company is incorporated. For mak.ing clear such matters as this Hon. 
R. \V. Craig, K. C., in an address delivered at Winnipeg last August 
tentatively suggested that certain kinds of personal property should be 
definitely allocated to "situs" and all the remaining kinds to "domicile." 
And he said further that while the greatest good will be accomplished if 
ways are found for doing away with multiple taxation, great good will also 
be accomplished by bringing about uniformity of legislation. 

Finally, in a number of states of the United States where contingent 
remainders are provided for in wills or under trusts, the taxing authorities 
under the statutes in force impose a tax at the highest rate which, on the 
happening of any of the contingencies or conditions, would be possible. 
Sometimes the value of the preceding life interest is determined and then 
the remainder, according to the rule stated, is taxed at once. In other 
cases, the remainder is not taxed until the remainder estate finally vests. 
The suggestion is made and that in line with paragraph 5 of the model 
succession tax submitted by the national committee on inheritance taxation 
at this conference, for the sake of uniformity in the case of contingent 
estates, the tax be not imposed until the estate finally vests, and then the 
rate applied on the value of the estate at the time of the vesting • 
. Chairman PAGE: The gentleman's time has expired. 

CHAS. H. HUBBELL (Ohio): A number of years ago the secretary of 
the treasury of the greatest state in the Union said: ":rhe way to resume 
specie payment is to resume." That argument is as good today as it was 
in the day of General Sherman of Ohio. 

1\1. B. NAHM (Kentucky): Ladies and Gentlemen: I think it has been 
wisely said that statesmanship is a wise expediency. 

\Ve are in a formative period in taxation and government, not only 
in the United States but in the whole world. I think we are agreed upon 
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one proposition, an'd that is, that the government ought to go out of the 
estate tax, the inheritance tax. But, your committee has said that there 
are reasons why it should not go out for a brief period .. 

Now, if statesmanship is a wise expediency, then they have some reason 
that they are goipg to bring forward and have already brought forward. 
You can issue your tirades against Florida, if you choose, but, Ladies and 
Gentlemen, that is a condition that you have got to face, and two other 
states have faced it with the same results. 

I am M the understanding that Mississippi, Georgia and California are 
very likely in their incoming legislatures, to do the same fool thing that 
you are inveighing against. 

Now, I am not a· tax man at all, except that I cough up two or three 
times a year when called upon; but, I can see that if the 'practice i* 
laid .down by the government, and the inheritance tax is wiped out right 
now, as some of you demand, that every single state in the Union, includ
ing my own of Kentucky, is going to appoint a tax commission to reform 
the whole tax system of the state; and I would not be surprised if you 
were to find a good many Floridas throughout the United States before 
you get done with the proposition. 

Possibly within six years you can educate the public, just as we edu
cated them out of bolshevism. Bear in mind that before the war three 
million in France voted for socialism; five million banded together against 
Lloyd George; nearly a million in your own country voted for Eugene 
Debs, in jail in Atlanta for an offense against his country. 

But, you have educated them out of it to a large degree, and I think 
I can see the idea of this committee is a wise expedient. 

Your own great Washington only spoke twice in the Constitutional 
Convention, once to postpone for thirty years the slavery question, and I 
suppose down deep in his heart, as in the heart of everybody, he felt as 
you do about this estate tax matter, that it was wrong, but it was a 
wise expediency; and the other time was when he asked for all the states 
to have two senators so that the little and big states might have the same 
representation. 

So, I say to you, Gentlemen, you have appointed a great committee. 
I stand here in admiration of the work that they have done, and I am 
not ready to pick flaws so quickly and so seriously and so vehemently, in 
their work, until I more thoroughly understand what was in their minds. 

I thank you. 

WILLIAM WOODHALL (Texas): Gentlemen, I am like our friend from 
Vermont. Texas is a little larger than Vermont and ought to want a 
great deal more than Vermont, but we want the same thing that our friend 
from Vermont said he wanted. We want that estate tax repealed, and we 
want it repealed now. 
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THOS. \V. BOWERS (New York): Gentlemen, not being a trained econo
mist, and that is not the fault of Mr. Fairchild, whose courses I took, it is 
perhaps natural that the practical aspects of this situation should especially 
appeal to me. I have been impressed with the fact that the speakers who 
have opposed the extension of the estate tax for six years have with com
plete unanimity neglected the real and very practical reason for this ex
tension. 

Mr. Bradford ignored it by saying there is no third ground. There is 
always a third ground except upon a moral issue, and that is usually the 
practical ground. 

Another speaker, I believe it was the commissioner from Massachusetts, 
denied it by saying he did not believe that persons changed their domicile 
il' order to save taxes. Most of us do not because we have jobs that are 
worth more to us than the taxes we could save, and we have to stick on 
our jobs; but it is a fact, however, that a great part of the money raised 
from estate taxes comes from the very rich, and I think it is also a fact 
that the very rich have indulged in this practice in the past, and may be 
expected to do so in the future. 

The commissioner from Massachusetts qualified his denial by saying that 
some of them might, but if they did they were not good citizens and the 
states did not want their money, which, by the way, is to me a new and 
rather interesting extension of the tainted money theory. 

I think it is a fact that many a man in the past has carefully arranged 
to take a train and have his friends meet him on that train and say to him, 
"Why, Harry, what are you doing here?" He would say, "Why, Jim, 
didn't you know I am moving to Connecticut today?" Whereupon his 
friends all rush down to his lawyer's office and make affidavits which are 
carefully filed away. I think they may be doing that in connection with 
the prospective flight of capital to Florida. 

Furthermore, it is a well known fact that for many years the District 
of Columbia, which until comparatively recently had no personal property 
tax, and has no estate or inheritance tax today, has been a haven for our 
millionaires. I think it is also a fact that Florida has already become a 
haven for many of our millionaires, and may be expected to become so 
for more. 

As a commentary upon the probability of millionaires moving to Florida 
in quantity, in case they are encouraged to do so by the immediate repeal of 
the federal estate tax, I might point out what is known today by some 
of us here but perhaps not by all of those present, and that is that two of 
the finest trust institutions in the city of New York have arranged to 
establish jointly a trust company in \Vest Palm Beach. One of those, 
by the way, is not ~nknown to Mr. Bradford. He may correct me if I am 
wrong. 

Chairman PAGE: Any further discussion, Gentlemen? 
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W. H. BioDGETT (Connecticut): As a rule there are two sides to most 
questions. With" respect to problems in taxation and particularly with 
respect to this one there appear to be three sides. There is the side rep
resented by the committee and the side represented by all the rest of us. 
Then there is the right side. I rather think Congress won't be guided 
exclusively by what we may do here. It may have some views on this 
subject. By accident it may get on the right side of some part of it, so 
there may be four or five sides to the question. Perhaps if we should be 
here next year we should have different views ourselves, and perhaps if 
we establish a uniform law through congressional action, we may have a 
subsequent Congress which will change that law and with one fell swoop 
again guide all the states in matters wholly of individual state concern. 

I arrive at consideration of the question of when the Fed~ral GoveiC.l
ment is really justified in attempting to coerce any state in respect to a 
matter of this kind. Is the Federal Govermpent justified, if Florida 
temporarily should do some puerile sort of stunt, to step in and penalize 
that state for doing it? States are entitled to turn somersaults. The 
people there will have changes of heart, and they will come back into the" 
fold and ultimately arrive at lucid conclusions when they will desire to 
raise some revenue for their own purposes. Other states will not be injured 
if they keep an even keel and treat their own citizens respectably in regard 
to inheritance taxation. 

May I inquire in the course of this discussion what really ought to be 
the position of the National Tax Association? Perhaps consideration of 
that subject. might be helpful since we are supposed to" have something to 
do with that association here. This association's position is strongest if it 
does t\le thing which substantially all agree should be done: that is, to go 
on record as favoring the immediate repeal of the federal inheritance tax 
law. I say I think the position of the association is strongest if it does this. " 
Substantially all agree that the federal inheritance tax law is justified only 
in case of necessity growing out of war. If this association would take 
a position favoring immediate repeal of the present federal inheritance tax 
law, we should in the future in all likelihood have our day in court no 
matter what Congress,may do. This association is on record repeatedly 
with respect to this subject. It should adhere to the correct position which 
it has always taken with respect to federal inheritance taxation." 

I thank you for your attention. 
E. P. MAYNARD (New York): Mr. President and Gentlemen: I do 

not know that it is of particular interest "to you, but I have always been 
a regular. I always vote with the committee, and I usually vote the 
straight ticket. But while I am not from Missouri, I do like to be shown. 
I do like the opportunity of discussion before I finally become regular and 
go with the committee, and the reason I want particularly to· be shown 
in this instance is that I believe the inheritance tax law, whether state or 
national is an iniquity. 

Voices: Good. 
(, 
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lb. MAVNARD (continuing): I believe it is the exercising of arbi
trary power by the state to confiscate capital. 

Voices: Good. 
lh. MAVNARD (continuing): Not only in the first instance where 

a man dies, but with every successive heir the state or Federal Government 
takes a slice out of that capital, and it is finally dissipated and is no longer 
capital over a period of years. 

You and I labor for a lifetime, and we save pennies and dollars until 
it gets to be of a size which makes of those savings capital, and the state 
and government come along and they grab it in each successive generation, 
as it dies, and wipes it out again, and it has to be collected once more for 
capital. 
~ow, it may be that the professors of economics will find some fault with 

that theory, but that is as I see it, as it works out practically. 
Now, as to the deferment of the final repeal of this law: I can see that 

there will be a differential between residents of states which impose an 
inheritance tax and those that do not j but, Gentlemen, I think that the 
more states that repeal an inheritance tax law, the sooner I will finally 
come to the consummation of my hope that there will be no inheritance 
tax law in any state of the Union. 

\Vhy should the state grab my property and my wife's property after I 
die? Tell me that. I believe that the only sound economic method of 
taxation is to take from income and earnings while men are alive, and sup
port that generation by the earnings of that generation, and not to grab 
part of it after the man is gone and is helpless. 

I cannot speak for the President of the United States-far be it from 
me-but we all know that President Coolidge is making a determined 
effort to reduce the expenditures of this nation and to lighten the burdens 
of taxation upon the people. It would not surprise me a bit if you would 
find the President today in favor of the repeal of the federal inheritance 
tax. 

Now, I certainly hope that full consideration will be given this matter 
by the committee, and I want to say that I think that it is a most ad
mirable report, and it reflects a tremendous amount of work, and a very 
exhaustive report, and I do not say that in hollow compliment, because 
it may seem so as I am differing with the committee on this one point. I 
do think it is a wonderful report. I do not like to differ with the com
mittee, but as I say, not being from Missouri, I would like to be shown. 

Thank you. 
J. F. ZoLLER (New York): There is one feature of this situation that 

I feel I am competent to discuss. 
I notice that the essential part of the committee's report is based upon 

an exemption of 80 percent, which the Federal Government is going to 
grant for the benefit of the states. 
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Now, the great difficulty in dealing with exemptions with the Federal 
Government is lack of proper federal administration. It is very difficult 
to get exemptions that the Federal Government agrees in its laws to grant. 

I want to say to this committee that they want to make sure that the 
language of this exemption is so clear that there cannot be any doubt about 
it, so it will be granted without any more red tape than is absolutely neces
sary. Let me illustrate what I mean: 

Under the 1918 federal income tax law all taxpayers were granted 
what was called an 'inventory loss. If they had a loss in their inventory of 
1918, it was to be taken out of the gross income of that year because the 
rate that year was as high as 80 per cent. 

Congress granted that exemption. Did we get it? Not on your life. 
Through administration they read into the a<;t the word "ne~." Congress 
did not say a "net" loss in the inventory; Congress said a loss in the tn
ventory. The federal administration read into the law the word "net," 
and the taxpayer did not get the loss unless the whole inventory showed a 
net loss. 

Another illustration: Under the federal law corporations that owned 
or controlled substantially all the stock of another corporation were entitled 
to make consolidated returns. "Owned or controlled" was the language 
put in the act by Congress. 

Until just recently the Federal Government read into that act the word 
"legal," so the act as construed by the administrative authorities read 
"legal" control of such stock. Congress did not say anything about legal 
control. Congress said "control" ; "and therefore until recently taxpayers 
have been unable to get in that case the relief that Congress intended they 
should have by filing consolidated returns. 

The same thing in respect to ;mortization. Undl'r the 1918 act, cor
porations engaged in the business ~f the pr04uction of articles contributing 
to the prosecution of the war, were entitled to amortization. Did they get 
it? Not yet. Some of those cases that were settled have been reopened, 
and the administration has been ,sitting up nights trying to read some 
language into the law to deny the exemption that Congress intended that 
taxpayers should have. 

Now, I venture to say that if Congress should pass a law taxing all 
animals, and should exempt dogs, the administration would read into that 
exemption the word "yellow," and you would have to have a yellow dog 
to get the exemption. 

ROYAL B. CUSHING (Illinois): There is one recommendation of this 
committee that struck me as revolutionary at first, and that is No.8, sub
stitution by the states of estate tax laws. for the succession tax laws now 
generally employed by the states. . 

I was first amazed and then interested and then almost convinced. I 
think perhaps I am convinced, not only by what I heard this afternoon, 
but by some experiences I have had in connection with the administration 
of the law in Illinois, the succession laws. 
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H~re is a littl~ ~stat~ which a man leav~s to his wife for life, then to. 
his children then surviving, and providing that if one should die before 
th~ wife, then to that child's childrm, and so forth; and if all should die 
befor~ th~ wife, the lawyer in his very careful phraseology leaves it to the 
heirs, creating the contingent interest. 

Under the law of Illinois, which I believe is the same as New York: and 
probably several other states, that contingency enables the state to collect 
the tax on the theory of the greatest benefit to the state, and they find the 
~state as going to the nephew. 

In this particular estate were four children and seven grandchildren 
living, and the widow, sevmty-five years or so of age. There is about one 
chance in one million that the estate would ever go to the nephew, but 
t,lle state SQ finds, and the tax is some twenty-eight or thirty thousand 
lollars instead of four or five thousand. 

Now, under the law, of course, there is a provision for re-payment after 
the widow's death with interest at 3%. It requires, however, legislative 
action, appropriations and all that difficulty, a wrong to the estate, and 
also very improper finance; and the state back: here uses that money as if 
it were collected finally, as if it would never have to return it. 

It is piling up trouble for the future, it is piling up a debt that will 
have to be repaid, that does not go into the fiscal calculations of that 
state at all. That is one little incident. 

Another one came to my attmtion last week:. Tulane University came 
up there and defeated our Northwestern University in football, to our 
discomfiture, but it is said a boy from New Orleans came along to whom 
had be~n left $10,000 by his aunt as a bequest, and in addition to that 
bequest, he was given an estate of $200,000, but subject to a life estate in 
his uncle. The tax on the boy's share amounted to $14,000. I under
stand he had to go to the bank: and borrow four or five thousand dollars 
to pay the tax, against his share, although he receives only $10,000 now
a gr~at injustice. The party to whom the life estate in this $200,000 is 
given may live many years. This boy, if he had been left a very much 
larger share, might have been unable to finance it. Of course, that could 
have been avoid~d by different phraseology in the will, but notwithstanding 
what Professor Fairchild suggested today, that testators can adapt them
selv~s to the laws, it is my experience that t~stators generally draw wills 
without knowl~dge or familiarity with the laws; even lawyers themselves 
do not know. We should have the laws so framed that they can be ad
minister~d simply, and avoid situations such as this. 

I think th~se are m~rely typical of experimces that have been had by 
oth~rs; and by the system of ~xemption suggested in this committee's re
port, I believe that practical, rough justice would be done, at a great 
saving of expense, and result in the· elimination of a great deal of in
justice and wrong that is now perpetrated by the succession taxes as now 
administered. 
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Prof. H. L.LuTZ (California): Ladies and Gentlemen: Let me follow 
up the point' of view of the last speaker by saying that we all realize that 
there is a great injustice being done. We are all here seeking light as to 
the best method of dealing with that injustice. The examples cited are 
simply typical of the many illustrations with which the committee's report 
is filled, as to the kind of situations which we now have under the present 
hod~epodge of state inheritance tax laws. 

The principal p,roblem is, as I take it-in fact we know historically it was 
the problem which set in motion the efforts that led to the creation of this 
committee and our very discussion here this evening-how can we get rid 
of these iniquities of state inheritance taxation. If anyone can give. us the 
correct answer to that problem, I think that all of us will go home happy 
~~~~ r 

Now, the National Tax Association for a long time has taken a definit~ 
stand on the matter of the federal inheritance tax. Our real difficulty at 
this time is as· to when and how that tax should be repealed. 

Leaving to one side the few who believe in no inheritance tax what
ever, the n~st of us are turning over in our minds the relative advahtages 
of recommending to the country the immediate repeal of the federal tax as 
compared with the advantages to be got from the committee's suggestion 
of a deferred repeal. 

In all of the discussion to which I have listened, I have heard no one 
as yet advance any argument to show that the fundamental problem with 
which we are dealing, in which we are most interested, namely, the pro
motion of greater uniformity in state inheritance or estate taxation, will be 
secured by the immediate repeal of the federal estate law. I say, I have 
yet to hear any argument to show that that action will promote greater 
uniformity of state; inheritance taxation. 

The committee has advanced some interesting arguments, by which 
they have expressed their own conclusions, that the method of deferred' 
repeal may promote this uniformity, not by holding a club and using it 
over the heads of all the states and compelling an absolutely rigid 100 
per cent uniformity-I take the liberty of interpreting their point of view 
to this extent-but at any rate bringing about such uniformity and con
formity with reasonable' standards of inheritance taxation as will iron out 
some of the worst abuses and possibly give us relief from a great many 
difficulties with which we are now confronted. 

I repeat, the committee has advanced some interesting arguments in sup
port of their position, that this may be hoped for under the system of 
deferred repeal. My own conclusion of the matter would be that in the 
lack of any effective argument in favor of the immediate repeal, as pro
moting the desirable end which we all seek, and in vie~ of the fact that the 
committee has supported its contention with some interesting and, I believe, 
cogent arguments, it seems to me the wise thing to do is to accept the 
committee's recommendation and to give it a chance. 
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Chairman PAGE: Is there any further discussion? What is your pleas
ure, Gentlemen? 

RUSSELL L. BRADFORD (New York) : ·Mr. Chairman, if there is no fur
ther discussion, I would like to take the time of this conference to discuss 
two phases: One is that I repel the very mild impugning of my motives by 
the gentleman over here-

MR. BOWERS (New York): No, sir; no motive at all. 
MR. BRADFORD (Continuing): Notwithstanding that I said I repre

sented no view but my own, and I do not usually misstate things. 
The second matter I wish to address myself to is that it has been said 

there has been no argument in answer to the possible uniformity of this 
law by the immediate repeal of this federal estate tax. 

The reason no argument has been advanced to that is because in the 
time of those who had an argument to advance there was not an oppor
tunity. I desire in the next few minutes to address myself to that. 

I say, with every sincerity that the fiber of my body can hold, as one 
who was reared as I was in the State of Virginia and at the University 
of Virginia, and under the doctrines of Thomas Jefferson, it is repellant 
to have any committee, from whatever source the thought may emanate, to 
suggest that they can take my native State of Virginia or my present 
State of New York, and ask the government to extend them across its 
metaphorical parental knee and spank them into obedience to its wishes 
or to its dictates. 

I say, that it is a prostitution of the federal powers of taxation to use 
that power to destroy, in order to compel one state to do what another state 
wishes, or what some executive of the federal department or some Con
gressional representative may wish to be done. 

I say this committee has advanced arguments interesting and clever-I 
say this without the slightest disrespect, as usually I hate anyone who is 
clever--dever arguments of why the repeal should wait for six years or for 
some number of years; but I still find myself in the position of saying why 
six instead of twenty, why six instead of forty. The committee's report 
itself says that in 1926 only nine state legislatures convene, so only nine 
states can amend their laws in that time. I suppose the other state legisla
tures will convene in 1927, and it will be two and one-half years before 
those laws will go into effect. It will be half of 1927 before these things 
could be gotten around to. Then in the meantime the government is col
lecting the tax and the states are losing the amount of that tax. 

It is of no consequence, as I see it, "to hold the hope to the ear and 
break it in the keeping," to say that you want to reduce the federal estate 
tax or repeal the federal estate tax and want to help the states, when the 
committee's report says the states cannot do anything until the middle 
portion of the year 1927. 

Let us see how uniformity will work out. Suppose it is a differential 
between the states that tax and states that do not tax, based upon a proper 
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basis for the federal tax, that each state would take the 80 per cent, and 
hold to the tax, and then the Federal Government repeals the act, which 
ought to go off automatically; can this committee underwrite and guarantee 
to this conference that the Federal Government will repeal it in six years? 
Suppose it should not? 

The next Congress has power to re-enact and ,to repeal the repeal. . It 
is true that we are in a better tactical position, because it would take an 
affirmative vote to repeal the repeal, and keep the act upon the books at 
the end of six years, but can they underwrite that that will be done? 

Further, can they underwrite that each state will adopt a law after the 
expiration of the six-year period, or up to the time of the six-year period, 
that will be maintained after the expiration of the six-year period? . 

Uniformity will come in this way, as the gentleman who referred to me 
suggested, by education and by education alone. That educati<fll is already 
started. It has started in four of the eastern states. Already New York 
and Pennsylvania and Connecticut and Massachusetts have entered into 
a reciprocal agreement. If the states will appoint or will have at their 
heads such level-headed, sound, constructive, businesslike men as we have 
in Mr. Mark Graves of New York, who will help to educate, as he does, 
by traveling through the states and explaining the theories and principles 
and needs of government and of taxation, I think a reasonable uniformity 
will no"t be far eff. ' 

I think, my friends, and I say so with sincerity, it is my conviction that 
this uniformity, this substantial uniformity-not exact uniformity, I don't 
want exact uniformity in anything, it is too much like cut and dried ma
chine-like operations-will be achieved. 

(Mr. Hunt of Tennessee and Mr. Smith of Texas arise for recogni
tion.) 

Chairman PAGE: If there is anyone else who wants to speak to this 
matter, we will have to give them an opportunity. Is there anyone who -
has not spoken who wishes to speak? 

ROLLAND VANDEGRIFT (California): I take this opportunity to present 
to you seven minutes of the same sort of argument that was closed by the 
time of the last speaker. I wish to continue his argument and point out to 
you some other very essenti~l points. 

California has followed New York in many laws, even in the inheritance 
tax, but we are at a disadvantage in the administration of the federal estate 
tax. 

You people have stood for fairness, but when you force any system of 
taxation upon any state in this Union by coercion or by a club-the name 
was left out of that report but in fact it is there--are you fair? You say 
to California by this plan that when we wish to appeal to the Federal 
Government on the matter of federal estate tax, we have to travel across 
the continent and there is a real physical disadvantage. You say we should 
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be practical. \Ve arc--this is plainly so. There are practical obstructions 
in the administration of that law. 

I wish to say to you that there are other dangers besides that of social 
legislation; there is the possibility of getting uniform taxation in this matter 
by Constitutional amendment and along the line of absolute prohibition. 
\Ve do not stand for it in the particular section of the country that I come 
from. But, there is a political aspect to this, and w~ should consider it 
very carefully. 

We are quibbling over a question of repeal immediately or in six years. 
We have no guarantee of repeal of the federal estate tax in six years, but 
we do have the guarantee of making a number of states and a number of 
politicians seize upon this thing, and so your holding a club over the states 
to force upon. them something which they will not take of their own free 
win has another danger. 

I suppose the committee inquired into the political situation. How many 
governors agree with the President of the United States? I do know 
that he stands for the repeal of the federal estate tax. He told this body 
one time he did stand for that. 

I also recall that one of the learned members of this committee remarked 
that he did not believe in retaliation, yet the plan proposed now which 
coerces the states may be considered by some as retaliation. He did not say 
it in as many words, but he did propose that the good State of New York, 
which has led the way in many things in taxation, even to recognizing a 
mistake in her inheritance tax law in 1910, because she did lose revenue, 
not necessarily to Florida, might reform her law, to protect herself, enter
ing into reciprocal relations. And I think the gentleman who presented the 
argument for this committee in a most forceful way, from New York, 
intimated that they would there perhaps lead again in a campaign of educa
tion to solve state competition in taxation. I believe, therefore, we can 
safely leave this up to the states to determine whether they will have an 
inheritance tax law, the type they will have, or whether they will not 
have it, without coercing them. 

I believe that this body is agreed that the federal estate tax should go off 
and should be used as an emergency measure, and should be used only, as 
it has been used in the past, when the Federal Government has the necessity 
of drawing on the last sinew of man power or money, and I would support 
the gentlemen who was forced to sit down by the close of t!le time allotted 
to him by this assembly, and say that we should adopt his resolution and 
should not attempt to coerce any state into a matter of taxation, particularly 
in this matter of taxation, where the passing of property is fixed by the law 
of the state and not by any federal enactrr.ent. 

I thank you. 

Chairman PAGE: Mr. Smith has the floor. 
JNO. T. SMITH (Texas): Mr. President and Ladies and Gentlemen: 

\Ve haven't time here to quibble. I introduced a resolution a while ago 
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to exempt all property from the federal inheritance tax law or estate tax 
law except the property that is known as exempt property under the laws 
of this country. 

Mr. Mellon, I believe, states there are now practically fourteen billions 
of dollars owned in non-taxable securities. That fund is increasing at the 
rate of a billion dollars a year. That fund is a fund to hang up to the 
people .of this nation, to the renters of your land and to the little fellows 
out in the country, to vote bonds on whatever pretext or reason that they 
see fit to vote them, while you as land owners must pay the bill, you and 
your children. . 

Now, then, my idea is to divert that money to prevent the piling up 
of that fund any higher, to take that money and put it into the channels of 
development of this nation and of the states. " 

Another thing, most states of this nation are agricultural states. I can 
better illustrate what I mean by a concrete example in Texas. 

A lady owned a million and about three hundred thousand acres of land. 
I don't know whether she had very much ready money, but as you know 
lands are increasing, and especially in Texas, very rapidly, and irrespective 
of its income, both federal and state inheritance taxes fell very heavily on 
her. She was very old; her daughter is almost ready to pass over, her 
son-in-law and her son. That vast estate must borrow money in order to 
meet the indebtedness caused by inheritance taxes. That is what I mean, 
and I hope you catch the point. 

I am for the repeal of the federal inheritance tax law, but I do think 
that we should recommend to the Congress of . this nation that it put a 
tax on tax-exempt securities, to prevent that one proposition from becom
ing like a cancer on the business of this nation and that will ultimately 
ruin it. It is growing and the people have got to meet the interest fund. 
I don't know if you ever had a mandate of the Supreme Court served on 
you to make you levy taxes. I have, and I know what it means, and I 
will tell you, you are coming pretty close to it. So long as we do not 
take any st~ps to prevent the creation of such vast funds, just so long there 
is a purse hung up, allurements hung up, to keep piling up indebtedness all 
the time. 

I thank you. 
J. V. WICKLUND (Iowa): I realize that it is a rather audacious thing 

for me, a young man, to come before you older men and try to pr~sent 
some side of this question, but I just could not stay back there and listen 
to all the argument going on here without getting into it. I would not 
have come up but for one gentleman who wanted to know why the gov
ernment had a right to an inheritance tax, or why any state had a right 
to impose an inheritance tax. 

Tomorrow, Gentlemen, is Armistice Day. The government had a 
right at one time to send men to France, it had a right to take me and 
throw me into a camp and send me away to fight, and the next time, 
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Gentlemen, I hope that they will conscript wealth in the same manner. 
(Applause.) 

It so happens that Governor Hamill, of Iowa, is not in favor of the 
repeal of the e!'tate tax law. As for myself, I am not in favor of that 
repeal at this time, and I think it would make no difference to me whether 
it was Governor Hamill's or President Coolidge's opinion, I would still 
have that opinion. 

I think that no one here tonight has represented the common, ordinary 
man in the United States. You have represented wealth, and you have 
represented interests, and I am here just as a common, ordinary citizen, de
pending entirely upon the salary I make to support me, and I want to 
say right he~e now that in the state of Iowa and through the middle west 
w! have a deep-seated suspicion of eastern capital, and we have a right to 
that suspicion. 

We do not believe that if the government withdraws from the in
heritance tax field that the wealth which is centered in the east will stay 
there and pay taxes in the state of domicile, either in N ew York or any 
other state. 

I might say right now that I have nothing against any man accumulating 
money; I am not a Socialist or a Red, although I might be called one for 
getting up to speak my opinion in regard to this question in the way I am. 
As I said before, I am just trying to present the position of the man who 
is working every day and is trying to get a little money, not enough for the 
government to tax it so long as the $50,000 exemption is allowed, but just 
enough to keep himself going and to lay enough by, perhaps, to raise a 
family and send his children to school and try to raise them so the govern
ment can take them and send them out to another war. 

Now, Gentlemen, we have to face the situation here that was slightly 
touched upon by the gentleman from New' York, Mr. Saxe. I don't 
believe any man from the east can thoroughly understand the problems 
in the middle west, and he cannot understand just what has been suffered 
by the farmers in this territory and through the Mississippi Valley. They 
are not in a very fine state of mind to receive any such proposition as the 
repeal of the federal estate tax law. As a matter of fact I think you would 
find that you are pla)'ing with a very dangerous proposition. It is better, 
indeed, to use a little tact and a little diplomacy and postpone this for six 
years, or such period of time as seems wise, instead of coming on now and 
saying we are going to repeal the federal tax immediately. 

There are not many people in the state of Iowa who are paying federal 
inheritance taxes. I happen to handle most all of the estates that come 
through in the state of Iowa, and we do not pay very much federal estate 
tax, and we are mighty suspicious when we find out· that they are going 
to remove it from those estates that do pay it, and in some manner push 
it back upon us, who are just simply paying our way day by day as we go. 

\Ve are taking money from capital through the federal estate tax; 
but ever)'thing takes from the capital ol the man who is ~ly earning 
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about $2,400 11 year or less. When you tax him to send his children to 
school you are taxing his capital. But, what does that matter to the man 
who has great wealth. 

I just wanted to present these views knowing I could not present them to 
you as a skilled speaker could, but I want to say I am not afraid of the 
Federal Government j we were glad to serve in the World War and would 
do it again, but I don't like this talk about state's rights to the exclusion 
of the rights of my government, and my government is the government of 
the United States. 

I thank you. 
MEYER D. ROTHSCHILD (New York): The speaker before the last pre

sented a resolution, suggesting that the Federal Government, lind I assupte 
he would also apply that to the state governments, should tax the tax
exempt securities for estate or inheritance taxes to the exclusion of all other 
property. 

That leads me simply to call your attention to the fact that there has 
been a great deal of propaganda in regard to the amount of tax-exempt and 
partially tax-exempt securities held by people of great wealth. 

I have recently had occasion to make a study of the estate tax returns 
to the Federal Government for 1922, 1923 and 1924. The number of 
estates was somewhere in the neighborhood of twelve to thirteen thousand 
in each year. The amount of tax-exempt and partially tax-exempt securities 
in estates reported to the Federal Government varied from 7.6670 to 8.19% 
of the entire gross value of the estates reported, and the thing which strikes 
me as remarkable is the fact that estates which could not have held these 
securities for the sole purpose of tax avoidance--that is estates of $450,-
000.00 and les~wned 4970 or nearly half of all such securities reported 
in the 1924 returns. 

That leads to the further conclusion that the great drive for liberty 
bonds--"Buy Until It Hurts"-got the people in this country in the 
habit of buying that kind of security, although there is no doubt that for 
many years, even before the government l1ad the present estate tax, large 
fortunes, especially ot the older people, were in a measure placed in what 
were considered and are still considered the soundest of securities. 

Now, among those people who died, w,hose estates were turned in to the 
government for taxation in 1924, I noticed further that 76 per cent were 
over sixty years old j another indication that even where these tax-exempt 
and partially tax-exempt securities were in the estates they had not been 
generally held by men still in active business. 

I do not believe that the business men of this country own very much 
of that fourteen billions. Those securities are held mostly by savings 
banks and large estates, and of course they are part of large fortunes of 
inactive men whose capital is fluid enough to permit them to diversify in
vestments. 
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Now, one other point: The theory is that a man who buys tax-exempt 
securities does not pay any taxes on them, especially if they are entirely 
exempt, such as state and municipal bonds. That is not true. If I have 
a 7 per cent preferred stock, a very good preferred stock, valued at about 
120, and I turn that preferred stock into a first class underlying railroad 
bond at par returning 5 per cent, I pay 16 2/3 per cent per annum for 
the privilege of holding that better security. 

If I buy first class municipal bonds returning about 4 per cent, rather 
than those 5 per cent railroad bonds, I pay the communities who are issuing 
those municipal bonds at the rate of 25 per cent per annum for the privilege 
of holding that kind of security . 
• In other 'Words, this money borrowed by your cities, by your counties and 
by your state is not all wasted. When a state borrows money on a 4 per 
cent basis, where money generally brings 5 per cent, there is some value 
given up by the lender. Think of that when you think of this general 
outcry, this propaganda against the tax-exempt security, and the reason 
sometimes advanced for keeping the Federal estate tax in order to finally get 
at the man who all the time has been cheating the government of revenue, 
because about 7 per cent of his estate consists of these securities. About 
8 per cent of all the estates for the past six years, have consisted of these 
securities, a large percentage of which have been liberty bonds; in other 
words, of an average of about 8 per cent of partially-taxable and non
taxable securities in 1924, more than 60 per cent have been United States 
securities, and only about 40 per cent municipal bonds. 

I do not know of any better method of determining what number or 
what percentage of those bonds are in the hands of the average individual 
than by taking these sworn returns to the government. 

A request was made this afternoon for suggestions in regard to that 
very admirable plan presented by the committee. I would simply like to 
suggest, with all diffidence. that when the state turns from an inheritance 
tax to an estate tax, that the $30,000, or whatever sum is allowed for 
the widow, and the sums for the children, would hardly be a fair way of 
doing it, because that might be an excellent allowance on a $100,000 
estate, and a poor allowance on a $10,000,000 estate. It should be by 
percentage. A certain percentage of the estate should be allowed, to be 
worked out, of course, by the various states which may pass such a law. 

I thank you, Gentlemen. 
HENRY F. LoNG (Massachusetts): I wanted only to take two or three 

moments, or long enough to answer my friend from New York who made 
• great deal of humor out of my suggestions and turned them into the 
question of refusing tainted money, and bad citizens, and so forth. 

Another question. I have respect always for the opinion of Mr. Saxe, 
and I would like to ask jU5t how he knows that within six years all the 
social unrest will come down and we will then start on a sea of perfectly 
decent, good, honest, up-to-date government. 
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I do want t~ say a word about Professor Lutz, for this reason: He ad
vanced the only strong argument which I believe has been advanced in 
support of the committee requiring six years for the repeal of this Federal 
estate tax, and that is this, to give the states time to modify their law and 
bring about more uniformity. I resent that for this reason: Massachusetts 
and many of the other states in New England, New York and Pennsylvania 
have tried in every way they could to bring their houses into order. I 
don't want to see' Massachusetts or these other states that are willing to 
do this penaliud, because some of the states will not come into it, and I 
think that Professor Lutz, or whoever it is that advances that argument, 
should say here now before these states represented, what states are they, 
that we are now being held back for, because they will not coine forwan 
and put their own houses into order. 

I say that we ought to encourage the states to go ahead by not asking 
them to go first. It is' harder toget forty-eight states to move than it is 
the Federal Government; and I still am convinced, in spite of all the 
able arguments which have been presented, that we are, as the National 
Tax Association, more or less bound bec~use of our previous stand on this 
question, to ask for the abolition of the Federal estate tax at the coming 
session of Congress. 

ZENAS W. BLISS (Rhode Island): Mr. Chairman and Ladies and Gen
tleqlen: I rise to speak on thi& occasion with a great deal of hesitation. 
Some of it is due to the same cause expressed by the gentleman from Iowa. 
At my age I dislike very much to attempt to say anything which will con
trol the actions of so venerable an assembly. So much has been said in a 
complimentary vein about the very distinguished committee which submit

. ted this report, that it leaves scarcely anything even to one with my lively 
imagination to say along the same line. 

But I have a very great confidence in the committee as a whole, and 
individually, and I regret exceedingly that I cannot agree with them in 
all of the provisions of this report. . I know they have spent a great deal of 
time on it, and a great deaL of thought, and it is always dangerous to fly 
in the face of such a careful preparation. 

There is a chance always for the mistakes that are incident to more or 
less snappy judgment; but there are one or two things which seem to me to 
be so entirely fundamental, and which are so absolutely opposed to my idea 
of what should be done, that I feel obliged to say something in opposition. 

I refer particularly to the delay in the repeal of the federal estate tax. 
Personally I was always against the federal estate tax, even as a war emer
gency measure. I thought it was unsound taxation, and I think so yet. 
Whatever may be said in favor of federal estate taxation, certainly there is 
a very serious objection to it as an emergency measure. 

If it is going to be used at all, it should be used over a considerable period 
of time, otherwise only those people who are unfortunate enough to die 
during the time of its operation will feel the effect of it. 
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Now, I am unalterably opposed to the interference of the Federal Gov
ernment with state activity, and no matter how bad the situation may be 
in regard to the different kinds of estate and inheritance taxes in force 
throughout the states, no matter how bad the situation may be in tI'at 
regard, I don't think it is comparable with the effect that will be produced 
by the states acquiescing in coercion by the Federal Government in matters 
of purely local concern. 

There seems to be practical unanimity in regard to the repeal of the 
federal estate tax. The question is whether we should try to repeal it now 
or wait for six years. 

Now, there is no assurance that at the end of six years this tax will be 
ropealed. If seems to me that the fact that it remains in force for six years 
is merely that it is a matter that will remain in force forever. There is no 
reason at the end of six years for a repeal any more than there is now, and 
recognizing the force of the arguments of the gentlemen who say that by 
delaying it for six years we may educate the states so that they will all have 
inheritance taxes, that is a very uncertain thing in my mind; and the fact 
that certain people will shift from one state to another in order to avoid 
taxation is not to my mind as serious as most of the speakers seem to think. 

Now, for many years Massachusetts and Connecticut had inheritance 
taxes at high rates, and Rhode Island had none. Finally, when we did 
impose an inheritance and estate tax in 1916, the exemptions were very 
high and the rates were very low. 

Now, it so happens that the natural advantages which Rhode Island has, 
as compared with those of Massachusetts and Connecticut, are quite as 
Ereat as those that Florida or Nevada has over the rest of the country; 
but 10 far as I am aware, not a single taxpayer mdved from either of those 
states into Rhode Island. 

I am informed that some of the residents of Rhode Island have moved 
to Florida for the purpose of avoiding inheritance taxes. So far as I am 
personally concerned, I am very glad that they have gone. I think some 
will come back; those that we really desire will come back probably, but 
if they do not, while they may save some inheritance taxes to be sure, they 
will have to live in a community where they will find compensating dis
advantages. 

Chairman PAGB: Is there any gentleman who has not yet spoken, who 
wishes to be heard on this subject? 

PROP. C. W. GERSTEN BERG (New York): I think we have discussed all 
the provisions of the report, but nothing has been said on the subject of 
the substitution of the estate tax for the inheritance tax; and I would 
like to raise just a few objections to that feature of the report. 

We were told that feature is going to obviate the difficulties in respect to 
contingent remainders, and then we were told that there is an inherent 
objection to the estate tax in that it makes no concession to the degree of 
relationship of the receivers of the estate to the donor. 
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This latter objection is to be taken care of by an exemption, an exemption 
which is graduated in proportion to the degree of consanguinity. I can
not for the life of me see how you are going to determine what that ex
emption is going to be in the case of a contingent remainder, where one 
of the possible remaindermen is a near relative and the other a distant one; 
and for that reason I think you are going to have the same difficulties in 
tying up the estate till the contingency happens. 

The objection to the· estate tax is admitted, that you quickly get into 
the high brackets, because you aggregate the entire estate. But we are 
told we will obviate that objection by reducing the rates. I am inclined 
to believe that you cannot reduce the rates. You are talking about some
thing you would like to do but something that nobody wiU stand kr. 
People think that a 5 per cent tax on a million dollars is too small, and 
they are going to insist upon 10 per cent; so, as a practical proposition you 
are never going to be able to keep the tax down to what is now a reasonable 
tax where the tax is on the distributive shares. \ 

I rather think we are making a mistake in advocating the estate tax 
instead of retaining the inheritance tax. 

WILLIAM A. HOUGH (Indiana): Mr. President and Gentlemen of 
the Conference: It seems to me that the time has come when somebody 
ought to pour :1 little oil upon the troubled waters, and I want to take that 
duty upon myself. . 

Out of all the discussion that we have had here, there have only been 
a very few words said in regard to whether or not an inheritance tax is 
one which can be justified, either when levied by the Federal Government 
or by the various states of the Union. 

In the great orgy of extravagance and waste which we have had in the 
expenditure of taxes, there has always been a disposition to reach out and 
find some other class of property to tax; there has always been a disposition 
to find something new, some new franchise, some new property that can 
be taxed, in order to raise more money. 

Nobody has apparently approached the taxation situation with a view 
to administering the Pllblic affairs of government with the same economy 
and efficiency with which private business is administered. 

I am one of those who do not believe that an inheritance tax, either 
federal or state, can be justified except in the case of dire emergency, war 
or famine or flood or fire-some great emergency. It is a tax which falls 
upon those who receive the estate right at the time when the creator of the 
estate is taken away, the income producer is gone, and it is in almost every 
case a double tax. 

I would like to know what my friend from Texas would say about the 
$100,000,000 of taxable property that is not paying any tax, when he 
wants to levy the tax upon tax-exempt securities in his own way. One 
hundred million dollars is a very low estimate to place upon the property 
in the United States which is taxable but which is escaping taxation, and 
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most of which has been driven to covet by the high tax rates which we 
have throughout the country, and which would cheerfully pay a reason
able tax. 

I was talking to a gentleman this morning who was opposed to the 
United States government levying any tax on inheritances of any kind, 
and I said, "Why are you opposed to it?" "Why," he said, "it is nothing 
but robbery." And then he went on to say that he favored the report of 
the committee, and that it should be greatly reduced during a period of 
six years. 

Gradual reduction of robbery, gradual reduction of robbery through 
a period of six years! 
• Now, the recommendations that have been reached by the committee, it 
seems to me, if we are to have an inheritance tax at all, are all fine and 
are all justified. I want to join with the others in passing compliments 
upon the distinguished committee and the splendid work that they have 
done; but I do not find any argument in this report in favor of the in
heritance tax at all. 

A man dies with $100,000 worth of property, all in farm lands, like 
the farm land my friend from Texas spoke about that has already been 
paying its fair share toward all of the governmental expenses of that 
state, and it is called upon to pay an additional tax which ought to be 
cast upon all the property of that state. Why? Because that fund arising 
from the inheritance tax goes to maintain the general government, which 
benefits all of the property. And the theory has always been impossible, of 
course, of enactment into law, and the enforcement of that law, that taxa
tion should fall upon property in proportion to the benefit that it receives 
and in proportion to the ability to pay. 

I have some sympathy with what my friend Mr. Saxe said. It is a 
question of expediency. That is all it is; and if this committee has some 
secret information that Congress is not going to pass a law repealing the 
inheritance tu law for six years, that might bd a splendid reason for 
recommending that that is the way it should be handled-if you know 
it is going to be done that way. 

But, in my judgment, the inheritance tax proposition is fundamentally 
wrong; it puts a double tax upon certain property which in the course 
of the administration of government over a period of years, would pay 
all of its tax anyway, but pay it in a way which would not create a hard
ship falling upon those who are deprived of the earnings of the man who 
created that estate. 

\Ve have an inheritance tax law in our state--
Chairman PAGB: The gentleman's time is up. 
Mr. HOUGH: I didn't get to look at the book at all. 
J. G. AIlMSON (Minnesota): We have been listening to this debate 

now for a number of hours-
Chairman PAGB: Mr. Armson, are you speaking to the subject? 

• 
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Mr. ARMSON: Just a moment; while I have no desire to apply gag 
rule, I don't think if we continue for the next two hours it would change 
a single vote. I therefore move the previous question. 

(Motion duly seconded.) 
C. P. LINK (Colorado): I do not wish to prolong this discussion an 

undue time, but it strikes me our committee on this important subject is 
a splendid committee and has done excellent· work, but the president of 
our great national ·association has put in a very hard year's work on this 
problem. A Jot of us have been waiting patiently to see if we might not 
have heard before this from Dr. Page, and I for one would like to hear 
from Dr. Page on this important subject before it is brought to a close. 
(Applause.) {, 

Dr. THOMAS W. PAGE: Gentlemen, I speak on this subject briefly 
and with regret. As the chairman of your conference, it has been my 
duty to keep my mind open and to remain as far as possible unbiased. It 
is inevitable, however, having been directed by you at your former con
ference to appoint a committee, and having selected that committee after 
careful examination of the situation, and having implicit trust in the 
intelligence of that committee and in the sincerity with which it would 
make its examination and. perform its work, that I should be greatly im
pressed with the conclusions that committee has reached, and should 
inevitably be swayed in my judgment by· their recommendations. 

You are prepared, therefore, to believe that I am in accord with the 
recommendations that your committee has made. I have been aware, 
however, from the time when the committee informed me of its con
clusions, that it would be a practical impossibility in the time at its 
disposal at this conference to persuade the members of this conference 
that the postponement of the repeal of the federal tax was expedient and 
desirable. 

We must remember that year after year and time after time the 
National Tax Association has gone on record for the repeal of the federal 
estate tax. You have been convinced that that tax ought to be repealed, 
and the committee shares your thought. After all of its study it believes 
you are right, that the' tax ought to be repealed. Then, to say that it 
should be postponed for several years before the repeal becomes effective 
strikes you naturally and necessarily as inconsistent, and you would like 
to have a full and complete presentation of the reasons why the committee 
makes such a recommendation as that. And in the time at the disposal 
of the committee it has been impossible for the committee to present to you 
all of the considerations by which they have been swayed. 

I may say that in all my experience I think I have never heard any man 
present a case with more point, more effect, more conciseness and more 
convincing force than Mr. Graves presented that case t4;l you this afternoon 
(applause). But, what can a man do in one brief talk to sway and change 
the opinion of a body of mature men when that opinion is based upon 
years of experience and of study and of thought about this matter? 
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I fed, therefore, that this conference, although there may appear to be 
lOme disagreement amongst you, if you could meet together and talk this 
thing over and study the facts that have been assembled, as this committee 
did, devoting time to it day after day with earnestness and with the utmost 
sincerity, would reach a unanimous agreement, just as this committee did. 
I also hazard the belief that your agreement would be the same as that 
which the committee has reached and which it has presented to you. 

I am, however, strongly impressed with the thought that on account of 
the brief period available for the discussion of this thing your opinions will 
remain very much what they have been and what you have expressed for 
years. 

Now, as I have listened to this discussion this evening, I have tried to 
note down. the objections of speakers to this recommendation of the com
~ittee for a postponement of the repeal. I wish to call your attention to 
those objections in no controversial spirit, certainly in no contentious spirit, 
for if ever I have listened to a discussion which was free from any spirit 
of acrimony, any spirit of criticism, any spirit of hostility, it has been this 
discussion this evening. I think the good will and the general desire to 
come to an accord has been marked, and I think that nothing speaks better 
for the memb::rship of this Conference than the spirit that has been dis
played here this evening. 

Now, what are these objections that have been urged? In the first 
place, it seems to me, it is objected that the committee is compromising on 
a principle, that it comes out with a recommendation that the tax should 
be repealed, but that it should be postponed, that we should wait a while. 

Naturally, you say, if it is a good thing to do, why not do it now. If we 
are to get it, why not get it now? 

Gentlemen, there is no essential inconsistency in this attitude. There 
are many things that we wish to get, many principles that we maintain, 
many things that we wish to secure, but we do not expect and we do not 
wish to secure them immediately. Probably the thing that human nature 
most widely desires and most earnestly wishes is a glorious resurrection and 
eternal salvation; but, gentlemen, you don't want it right away! There 
is no inconsistency in asking for and yet' postponing the immediate attain
ment of it. 

Isn't it true that nearly all our toil and all our desires aim to secure 
things not immediately, but only when they are in such condition as best 
to serve our uses? You do not gather your fruit when it is green. You 
do not occupy your house until the carpenters have finished it. In like 
manner you do not want immediate repeal of the federal tax if a temporary 
retention of it will promote the ripening of a more perfect, more uniform 
and fairer system of inheritance taxation among the states. There is no 
compromising with principle involved in postponement for the sake of 
betterment. 

Particularly is that true in the case of those things which you feel con
vinced that you cannot get right away. There was some suggestion made 
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a moment ago by one of the speakers that if this committee had any secret 
information that Congress was not going to repeal this inheritance tax, 
then perhaps it might be a good thing for this gathering to go on record in 
agreement with the report of the committee asking for the repeal a few 
years hence. 

So far as I am aware, the committee has no secret information as to the 
attitude of the Congress. But that attitude has been published at large, 
and it has been said about the Committee on Ways and Means in the press 
that the majority of that committee is not in favor of the immediate repeal 
of the federal estate tax. The Chairman of the Finance Committee of the 
Senate, Senator Smoot, of Utah, and the chairman of the Committee on 
Ways and Means, Mr. Green, of Iowa, and leading members of the 
Democratic Party on both those committees have publicly statc;d that the 
tax will not be repealed. Mr. Smoot told to the papers that it is impos~ 
sible to get the repeal of the federal estate tax through this next Congress. 
Representative Green, of Iowa, has said exactly that same thing, in differ
ent words. He is not himself in favor of the repeal of that taX by the 
next Congress. Senator Smoot is in favor of it, but he says it will be im
possible for him to obtain it. 

It is quite true that there are some members of Congress who are in 
favor of immediate and unconditional repeal. There are some officials of 
the government in Washington who feel there is perhaps a chance of this 
repeal being effected by this c~ming Congress; but the gentlemen who are 
the leaders in Congress, in both houses, and on both sides, have said 
publicly, and I may venture to add that they have repeated to me person
ally, that there is no chance of such repeal by this Congress. 

Now, Gentlemen, I have always been constitutionally opposed to butting 
my head against a stone wall. . I am willing to butt my head against 
obstacles if therc is some possibility of removing the obstacles and securing 
freedom from a disagreeable position; but if it is a stone wall that con
fronts me I refrain, particularly if that stone wall is so constructed that 
continuous butting at the base might lead to a toppling over upon me from 
above. And, I may say this, that the insistence upon the immediate and 
unconditional l"epeal of this tax by individual after individual, and by 
organization after organization has bred in those Members of Congress 
in both houses, who are opposed to repeal, a feeling of resentment against 
the pressure which they think is being organized against them; and it has. 
if anything, set them more fast in their objections to immediate repeal. I 
am not advancing that as an argument for your acquiescing in the report 
of the committee. I am merely stating to you a fact which I think is 
worthy of your careful consideration when you vote upon a resolution with 
regard to this matter. Gentlemen, bear that fact in mind. 

If there is no chance, and the leaders of Congress say there is no chance, 
of getting a repeal of this tax this coming session of Congress, is it not the 
part of wisdom-I will not put it on the ground merely of expediency, 
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though perhaps that may be the term to apply to it-is it not the part of 
wisdom to approach Congress with a request or a recommendation for 
something which essentially does secure for you with a little delay what 
we all think it is desirable that we should have, when that request would 
have weight with Congress and the other request would not? 

So much for the objection to this recommendation of the committee on 
the ground that it is compromising on a principle. 

Now, what is the next objection? It is that this committee proposes 
to use a club and beat the states into conforming to something that the 
Federal Government says is right, and which the states do not think is 
right. 

It is a curious thing how much argument is contained in a mere name. 
To hold out something and say, "Here is a club that I am going to beat 
yo, with," tlfat has a certain amount of argumentative force; while to hold 
out identically that same thing and say, "Here is something that I think 
it will be to your advantage to accept," is to argue on the other side. 

Which is it, then: Is it a club which is held out by the Federal Gov
ernment, or is it an advantage, a decided opportunity, which it offers to the 
states? If Congress is not going to repeal the tax at this coming session, 
isn't it a very considerable advantage that it offers the states when it says, 
"We are going to lower the estate tax rates and we are going to give to 
estates a credit up to 80 per cent of what is due to the Federal Govern
ment for all that is paid to the states?" 

Granted that there are many difficulties attending the realization of that 
credit; granted that it is awkward and clumsy and costly, nevertheless, is 
it so awkward, so clumsy, so costly that it is not worth having at all? And 
if in good faith and with the best intention in the world, and with no in
tention of bringing compulsion to bear, but with quite a different intention, 
the Federal Government makes this offer to the states, are you going to 
refuse it on the ground that the Government is trying to compel the doing 
of something? 

It is said that if the Government is going to give credit to the states, 
why not 100 per cent? I will tell you why from what I have heard 
members of this committee say. It appeared to the members of this com
mittee that there would certainly be serious constitutional questions in
volved in having the Federal Government levy a tax and then return, or 
rather permit the estates to deduct, the full amount of what the tax is that 
the Federal Government levies. Can the Federal Government constitu
tionally levy a tax and then not collect it at all? In other words, instead 
of having this constitutional question arise, and having a great deal of 
litigation instituted, and bringing about many doubts and complications 
during this brief period for which this tax is to be retained, if the Gov
ernment can continue to give to its levy the guise of a revenue law, it can 
continue to levy that tax without this question of constitutionality being 
even raised and presented to the courts for settlement; and the essential 
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intent of this provision, that the states shall be permitted themselves to levy 
the tax upon the estates of decedents who are residents of those states, will 
be effected. That was the reason why the committee, I presume, fixed this 
credit at 80 per cent instead of 100 per cent. 

Now, as to this matter of the club and brow-beating the states, and as to 
the question as to why it should be necessary for one state to bring its 
inheritance tax laws in accord with those of another state, may I call your 
attention to the work that this association has been engaged upon during 
practically the 'eighteen years of its existence, the effort to show to the 
states that a certain conformity along the lines of ,tax methods, rates' and 
principles is necessary to the welfare of each state which composes this 
Union. 

You have been preaching interstate comity; you have been urging the 
states to get together on such matters as who shall tax the caftle that hLVe 
been driven from one state in the summer to another state in the winter; 
you have been urging interstate comity in many things, bank legislation, 
shall I say divorce legislation, many things both social and economic. 

Now, do we toss all that into the air and say, "That is all chaff, we did 
not mean that, we do not think interstate comity is a necessary thing, and 
therefore we retract that, and we encourage the states each to go its sep
arate way, with no consideration for what effect its measures and its legis
lation will have upon its neighbors; we will forget that these states are all 
parts of one nation"? 

So far as states' rights are concerned, I yield to no man in advocacy of 
the power of the states to use their rights that are secured to them under 
the Constitution. I admit the soft impeachment that I was born in one 
of the Confederate states; I am still a citizen of that state, and I am proud 
of the stand that the citizens of those states once made for what they re
garded as being right. But, Gentlemen, I disagree with the attitude of 
those citizens on the particular matter they then advocated. Hindsight 
is better than foresight. I think in the light of experience which we have 
had, and which they had not had, I think that history has shown, and the 
development of this country has shown, that those gentlemen were not 
right in the advocacy of the exercise on the point then at issue of those 
rights which they feb that the states had. 

The majority of the members of this Conference are from states that. 
were not in the Confederacy. You took one attitude on states' rights in 
the days of your fathers, and you come here tonight and say that for states' 
rights you think that the Federal Government ought to keep its hands 
utterly and entirely off, and should do nothing toward encouraging and 
giving to the states an incentive to reach comity in legislation and in 
conduct. 

If there is inconsistency, Gentlemen, allow me to cherish the impression 
that the inconsistency is on the part of the other members of this Confer-, 
ence and not on the part ot the members of this committee. (Applause.) 
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Now, for the third objection that has been raised to the recommenda
tion of this committee, namely, that if you postpone this thing for six years 
it will be perpetual. 

\Vho can say that this Congress can bind its successors six years hence? 
No man can say that. But I think that this may be said, that the induce
ment to the Federal Government to raise the rates of the estate tax, or to 
retain the amended estate tax which is now contemplated by the Committee 
on Ways and Means, will be greatly reduced if once the states begin to 
levy taxes upon inheritances within their jurisdictions from which they 
will get an appreciable revenue. 

Do you think for a moment that when once the states get in line and 
raise a substantial revenue from inheritance taxation that the Representa
tt.'es of tho\e states in Congress will then go to Washingron and vote 
away this source of state revenue and say, "We withdraw this from our 
states and give it to the Federal Government?" Is that the kind of men 
you send to represent you in the House of Representatives at Washington? 
Is it not abundantly evident that when once the states begin to enjoy the 
revenue from inheritance taxation, they will see to it that instead of pres
lure being brought to bear upon Congress to retain this tax or to raise the 
rates, the pressure will be that Congress shall keep the promise made-if 
it does make the promise as recommended by this committee--to withdraw 
from this field and leave it to the states? 

Now, suppose that Congress should repeal unconditionally this tax at 
the present time? The committee has pointed out that they believe that the 
chaos which now prevails will be worse, that instead of pressure being 
brought upon Congress to refrain hereafter from the levy of this tax, 
many of the states not having inheritance taxes themselves, being indifferent 
to the use of this source of revenue by the Federal Government will be 
negligent in this matter. If the Federal Government chooses then to tax 
inheritances, there will be many states, and still more individuals within 
those atates, who will say, "Go to it and get this revenue; we are not 
getting it, and we think somebody ought to have it, and as our states don'. 
take it, we think it ought to go to the Federal Government." 

Bear this fact likewise in mind, Gentlemen-this also is a sort of fact. 
which you can realize but which it is difficult to express in such a way as 
to make it as convincing as I feel it should be-this Administration now in 
power is professedly and admittedly a conservative administration: there 
are many who would say it is an ultra-conservative administration. The 
gentlemen who look forward to the probability that Congress six years 
hence will revoke this credit given to the states with the promise of eventual 
repeal of the tax, I say those gentlemen obviously contemplate a change in 
government. Whether it will come in six years or not no one can say, 
but it is as reasonably certain as that the sun will rise tomorrow that sooner 
or later there will be a change of administration, and that the conservatives 
will give place to what are sometimes known as liberals and what are some
times known as radicals. 
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Now, if Ii government which is conservative uses its majority in Con
gress, if it should be able to muster a possible majority in Congress, to 
repeal unconditionally and immediately the federal estate tax, what would 
be the result? It would be taken as the partisan administrative measure 
of a .conservative administration. 

Is there anything more certain than that those opposed to that adminis
tration and to the principles anq policies that are advocated by that ad
ministration will seiz~ upon this as an issue, and that the inheritance tax, 
or rather that the estate tax, which the present Committee on Ways and 
Means has been attempting to consider in a non-partisan fashion, will be 
immediately thrown into th~ maelstrom of party politics? Will it not 
be seized upon by the liberals and the radicals as a means of attack upon the 
Administration now in power? Will it not be urged that this' Administ'Pa
tion is favoring the rich when it is repealing the tax upon inheritances? 
"Put us in power," they will say, "and we promise to redistribute the 
burden of taxation, and we will put back the inheritance tax or the estate 
tax on the federad statute book in. such a way that we are going to get 
revenue from the rich!" And will not that be a potent argument with 
the electorate in many states? And if and when the liberal party or the 
radical party does get into power, which may not be in six years, it may 
not be in ten years, but it is inevitably coming-is it not just as certain as 
that the sun will rise tomorrow that you are once more going to get a 
federal estate tax which is infinitely worse, ~easured by the standards that 
you now apply, than anything with which you are now familiar in this 
country? 

To this objection to the committee's report, therefore, namely, that if 
you put it off now, if you do not get it now when you can get it, you may 
not get it in six years, there is another side. There is an obverse to the 
picture, and that other side is this: If you repeal this tax unconditionally 
now before the states have brought their systems into such shape as that 
they can get enough revenue to make it an object with them to prevent the 
Federal Government from 6nce more re-enacting that tax, Gentlemen, 
you are just preparing the way for a tax which will be worse than any
thing you have known; 

As far as I can make out, these three general groups include every argu
ment that has been urged here this afternoon against the report of the 
committee. The committee itself has presented the affirmative side as 
forcibly as was possible in the brief time at their disposal, and without any 
sort of contention or controversy I merely wished to emphasize some con
siderations which I think it is abundantly worth your while to bear in 
mind -before you commit this Conference to a recommendation which is 
opposed to that which this exceedingly faithful, sincere, industrious, con
scientious and wise committee has worked out at great length. (Great 
applause.) 
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Mr. SAXE (New York): Just one word, Mr. Chairman: My friend, 
Judge Hough, from Indiana, started to say a few words for the purpose 
of pouring some oil on the situation. Unfortunately, his time was called 
before he struck oil. I think perhaps a word or two in that direction mav 
be very helpful. After the most illuminating address which we had 
tonight, from President Page, of the Association, some of the thoughts 
which various speakers gave vent to, have brought an idea to my mind. 

l\1y friend, Mr. Doyle, from New York, pictured accurately the situa
tion in New York, but in response to the question I asked him, he admitted 
that the immediate repeal of the federal estate tax would not cure it. 

Now, several of the observations made by various of the speakers against 
th~ report of. the committee have struck my heart, and I want to give you 
a little story to illustrate the effect. 

It is told of the original Baron Rothschild, the head of the great house 
of Rothschild, who was a very charitable man, a philanthropist of the 
genuine stuff. On one occasion he was sitting in his library and his secre
tary came in, contrary to instructions, and said, "Baron, I beg your pardon, 
but there is a venerable old gentleman outside who wants to see you; his 
appearance is such that I ought not to admit him, contrary to your orders 
to do so, but I can see he is a fine old gentleman, and I simply could not 
help it." "Well, who is he?" said the Baron. "He said his name is von 
Helmuth." "Von Helmuth, why, he is one of the richest men in Germany; 
he is a fine man; I cannot understand your saying he is coming here in a 
poverty-stricken condition; he was a great man once; you must be joking." 
"Show him in '" The old gentleman got up to greet the visitor. Then 
the man came in a poor, old man. Rothschild started back. He said, 
"von Helmuth, are you joking?" Von Helmuth said, "What do you 
mean?" and he broke down and cried. He said, "I am a ruined man ," 
He said, "My sons-in-law have ruined me, my estates are gone." Tears 
began to Row down Rothschild's cheeks, and he pulled the bell, the secre
tary came in, and he said, "Take this man out, he breaks my heartl" 

Now, that was the sensation I got from some of the observations made 
by the other side. I want you to think of that impression; it will dawn 
on you a little later. 

Just this one further thought: There were two speakers here tonight 
that I think struck home. One of them was the young American from the 
West. That boy showed you the spirit of patriotism that keeps this 
country where it is, and he also showed you the vision of young America 
that I tried to point out to you less successfully. 

So, you have the picture from young America, and then you have the 
wisdom of mature America, in that wonderful speech Dr. Page has just 
delivered. 

My friends, just thmk of this one thing in conclusion: Dr. Page is re-
sponsible for the committee that made the report which is now before 
you. I asked you before to give that committee a toO per cent support; 
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I now ask you to give Dr. Page too per cent support, because he is the 
man who appointed that committee. (Applause.) 

Chairman PAGE: Mr. Query, of South Carolina. 
W. G. QUERY: Your committee on resolutions submits the following 

resolutions for the consideration of the Conference. 
Chairman PAGE: Just a moment. Is the Conference prepared to receive 

the report of the committee on resolutions? 

DOUGLAS SUTHERLAND (Illinois): I move that the debate and discus
sion be closed and that we receive the report of the committee on resolu
tions. 

(Motion duly seconded.) 
(Ayes and noes.) 
(Motion carried.) 

Mr. QUERY: Resolved; first, that the second National Conference on 
Inheritance and Estate Taxation hereby accords its deep and sincere ap
preciation of the work, research and suggestions of the national committee 
on inheritance taxation, and commends its report to the careful considera
tion of the state tax commissions, executives and legislatures, and of the 
Congress of the United States; and that we hereby express our formal 
approval of the following conclusions of the committee: 

Conclusion No.1: Inheritance taxes should be substantially uniform 
throughout the United States. 

Conclusion No.2: Inheritance tax laws and rates should be stable. 
Conclusion No.3: Inheritance tax rates should be moderate. 
Conclusion No.7: The federal gift tax should be abolished. 
Conclusion No.8: Substitution by the states of estate tax laws for the 

succession tax laws not generally employed by the states is desirable; 
Conclusion No.9: Multiple taxation of the same property by states 

should be abandoned. 
Conclusion No. to: Intangible personal property should be taxed only 

by the state of domicile of the decedent. 
Resolved, second, that the Conference hereby records its formal approval 

of the following furthep, conclusions of the committee: 
Conclusion No.4: Legislation should be enacted during the next session 

of Congress providing for repeal of the federal estate tax, to take effect six 
years from the date of passage of the repealing act. 

Conclusion No.5: The rate structure of the present federal estate tax 
should be immediately revised downward. 

Conclusion No.6: The credit provision of the present law should be ex
tended to allow a credit of all inheritance taxes paid to the several states 
up to 80 per cent of the federal tax. 

On the second resolution we have a minority report. 
Your committee voted two -to one to adopt Resolution No.2, which I 

have just read, as the majority report. 
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The third member of your committee offers the following, as a substitute 
for Resolution Number 2: . 

Resolved, second, that the Conference hereby records its conviction that 
the federal estate tax should be immediately repealed. 

Resolved, third, that a copy of the recommendation of this Conference 
be sent to the President of the United States, the Secretary of the Treasury 
of the United States, each member of the Committee on Ways and Means 
of Congress, and each member of the Finance Committee of the United 
States Senate, to the Governor of each State, and to the State Tax Com
mission, or other central state tax authority, of each State, and that copies 
be furnished to the press, and that copies be reserved for the purpose of 
sending to the appropriate committees of the legislatures of each state of 
this Union;" and, that a copy of these resolutions be incorporated in the 
re~ord of the Eighteenth Conference of the National Tax Association. 

Resolved, fourth, that the committee be continued for the h'rther studv 
of this important question, to report to a later Conference to be called by 
the officers of the Conference. 

A resolution was submitted to your committee as follows: 
Resolved, That it is the sense of the National Tax Association in con

vention assembled in the city of New Orleans, that the federal estate tax 
law be modified to include only property that is recognized as exempt from 
taxation at present under the law and it is recommended that such a change 
be made by Congress at its coming session. 

Your committee did not act upon this resolution, but thought it should 
be referred to the National Committee on Inheritance Taxation for its 
consideration. 

FRANKLIN S. EDMONDS (Pennsylvania): Mr. Chairman, I would like 
to move the adoption of the minority report, with reference to the second 
resolution. 

The report has been presented in this form so as to present simply the 
concrete question which involves the issue which has already been debated 
by the Conference. 

HENRV F. LoNG (Massachusetts): Second the motion. 
Chairman PAGE: Gentlemen, it has been moved and seconded that the 

resolution offered by the minority of the committee shall be adopted. 
I will ask the chairman of the committee to read again that resolution 

so you will know what you are voting upon. The roll will then be called 
by States. 

Mr. QUERV: You want the minority report read? 
Chairman PAGE: I want Resolution No.2 of the minority report. It 

may be read that you may vote upon it. 
Mr. QUERY: Substitute the following for Resolution second: 
Resolved, second, that the Conference hereby records its conviction that 

the federal estate tax should be immediately repealed. 
Chairman PAGE: Keep your seats and maintain such order as will permit 

members of the Conference to hear the reading of this resolution which is 
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the gist of the:: only matter which is in controversy this evening. I will 
ask the gentlemen please to refrain from moving about or from creating 
any disturbance which will prevent any member of the Conference from 
hearing the chairman of the committee read this resolution. 

Mr. QUERY: Minority report: 
Substitute the following for Resolution 2: 
Resolved, second, that the Conference hereby records its conviction that 

the federal estate tax should be immediately repealed. 
Chairman PAGE: You have heard the resolution, Gentlemen. Are 

you ready to vote? 
(Calls for the question.) 
Chairman PAGE: Mr. Secretary, will you call the roll of States, and 

will the spokesman for each State, as his State is called, vote :'Aye" if he 
favors the resolution, "No" if he is opposed to the resolution; and I win 
ask the chairman of the committee on credentials to act as teller of this vote. 

(Secretary Gary called the roll, and kept the record of the vote, 
with the following explanations and comment:) 

SPOKESMAN (California): The vote is split, half aye and half no. 
SPOKESMAN (Colorado): Colorado asks to be passed for a moment. 
SPOKESMAN (Connecticut): Connecticut is split two to two. 
E. F. COLLADAY (District of Columbia): I wish to state my reasons for 

voting as I do. I refrained from participating in the debate. I consider 
that our Conference has been very much and perhaps wisely committed. 
The ways and means committee sent for our committee, who spoke before 
it, and I think we should sustain our committee. I believe at the same 
time that in so doing we take a step forward towards attaining the desired 
end. I vote No. 

SPOKESMAN (Illinois): Mr. Chairman, I think the chairman of the 
Illinois delegation is not here. I think there is one other member from 
the State of Illinois whom I do not know, and I would ask this gentleman, 
if he is present, and the other members to make their presence known. 

Chairman PAGE : We will call the names, if you want them, ~f the 
accredited delegates. 

Mr. TOBIN (assisting the Secretary): Mr. Simpson, Mr. Sullivan, Mr. 
Sutherland, Mr. Tulfer and Mr. Watson. 

(Each of the gentlemen from Illinois voted No as his name was 
called.) 

That is "No" for the State of Illinois. 
Mr. HOUGH (Indiana): Mr. Chairman, two of our members are not 

here. I hesitate to cast a vote for those who are not here. I ask you to 
pass Indiana. 

SPOKESMAN (Kansas): I see no other delegate from Kansas. I don't 
know if there is anyone or not. If not it is "Aye." 

Mr. TOBIN: You have four delegates. 
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Chairman PACE : Unless the delegates are sufficiently interested to be 
present, of course we cannot talre the vote of just one member of the dele
gation, unless he himself can speak for the delegation as a whole. If he is 
not authorized, of course we shall have to pass that until you can get your 
delegates together. 

DELEGATE (Louisiana): The spolresman for the Louisiana delegation 
is not here; we aslr that we be passed. 

SPOKESMAN (Missouri): Missouri is split. 
SPOKESMAN (Montana): Montana is not split. I am the only dele

gate here, and I vote "Aye." 
SPOKESMAN (Ohio): Ohio votes "No" for the same reason the District 

of Columbia did . 
• SPOKESMAN (Utah): I would lilre to aslr you to pass the vote until 
tomorrow morning. 

Mr. TOBIN: Is Colorado ready to vote? 
SPOKESMAN (Colorado): No, sir; not ready. 
SPOKESMAN (Louisiana): Not ready to vote. 
Dr. JOHNSON (California): I rise to a point of order. I would lilre 

to aslr the credentials committee if it is quite fair to California. There 
were three delegates from California appointed by the governor; and this 
morning we had our meeting, as directed by the Chair, and determined 
the policy, then one of the other delegates, representing a university, tele
graphed to the governor, without saying anything to the other delegates, 
and received his credential from the governor. We have three other dele
gates from California here, not Irnowing that, who had the same right, 
but considered it was impossible to do it. We presumed we came here 
with a vote. 

I appeal to the committee on credentials as to whether this twelfth hour 
credential should be accepted or not. 

Chairman PAGE: I might say in reply that the committee has no right, 
of. course, to question the designation of delegates by the governor of any 
state, whatever motives may have actuated him. By what methods his 
designation may have been obtained is not a concern of the committee on 
credentials. All that the committee can do is to accredit with the voting 
privilege those men who present credentials from the governor of the state 
from which they came; and the committee hands me this telegram: Kindly 
accredit H. L. Lutz as delegate from California to inheritance tax con· 
ference. Signed, Friend W. Richardson, Governor of California. 

Of course the committee cannot go around that in any way. You may 
question, if you loolr amongst yourselves, the methods that the members of 
your delegation may have adopted to get themselves accredited; whether 
those gentlemen, any of you, applied to the governor with a special view to 
voting upon this question, or whether you applied with any other view, or 
whether the governor in his wisdom voluntarily selected you as his dele
gate to speak for the great State of California is not a matter naturally in 
which the committee on credentials can become involved. 



86 PROCEEDINGS OF SECOND NATIONAL CoNFERENCE 

The teller of the vote wishes to call the vote for correction in the possible 
event that any mistake has been made. He will therefore give the name 
of the state and the way in which its vote has been recorded, so if he has 
made any possible mistake in recording the vote, the mistake may be cor
rected. 

Mr. TOBIN: 

Those voting No on the resolution: 
District of 'Columbia 
Georgia 
Illinois 
Iowa 
Kentucky 
New Jersey 
New York 
North Dakota 
Ohio 
Oldahoma 
Oregon 
South Dakota 
South Carolina 
Virginia 
Wisconsin. 

Those voting Yes: 
Massachusetts 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Montana 
New Hampshire 
North Carolina 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
Tennessee 
Texas 
Vermont 
West Virginia 

Chairman PAGE: Is there any protest against the record as kept by the 
teller? If not, the teller will a~nounce the vote. 

SPOKESMAN (Missouri): Three noes and two yes. 
Chairman PAGE: Then that counts as a no. The vote on this resolution 

is 16 no, 12 aye. The vote is therefore "No." 
Now, Gentlemen of the Conference, may I call your attention to a 

matter which I think you should bear in mind? It has always been a 
principle of the National Tax Association-of course this Conference is 
not bound by the principles nor by the precedents of that association in any 
respect, nevertheless we sometimes get light from the study of principles 
and precedents-the National Tax Association has consistently refused to 
be recorded either for 01" against a proposition unless there seemed to be a 
fairly general consensus of opinion favoring the conclusion which was pro
posed. I think myself that it would be an exceedingly unfortunate thing 
for its influence upon public opinion in this country, and certainly a 
ridiculously futile thing so far as its influence upon members of Congress is 
concerned, if we should forward to Congress any resolution upon which 
this Conference is apparently so nearly evenly divided as upon this. The 
Chair has no alternative in his ruling, of course, that the motion is lost. 

I trust, however, that if any further resolution comes before you-and 
I assume you will wish to take a vote upon other resolutions-that so far 
as possible, so far as your conscience will allow-so far as you feel that you 
can do so without sacrifice of principle, you will go before the people of 



ESTATB AND INHERITANCB TAXATION 87 

the United States and you will present your conclusions to the Congress of 
the United States with as near an approach to unanimity as you possibly 
can. 

Is it your pleasure now to vote upon the other resolutions offered? 
FRANKLIN S. EDMONDS (Pennsylvania): Mr. Chairman, I move the.

other resolutions read, including the majority report on the second resolu
tion be adopted by acclamation. 

(Motion duly seconded.) 
VOICE: No. 
Mr. EDMONDS: Why not? As the Chairman has said, if we are going 

to adopt a platform we might as well have that platform as nearly united 
as we can. Here is the situation, in which our point of view has already 
bt'&n presentt!d to the ways and means committee: It seems to me what we 
have done is about as far as we can go in directing attention, on behalf of 
the minority, to the fact that we believed that the federal estate tax is 
wrong. 

Now, that has all been done, and having been done, it is not going to 
affect the opinion of Congress. We may as well go before Congress with 
the united approval, if we can get it. 

I offered the minority report, and personally I will vote for the majority 
report, and for the purpose of giving this Conference a platform that other
wise it won't have. 

Mr. MAYNARD: As one who expressed some doubt as to the wisdom of 
the adoption of the committee's report, I desire to say that after having 
heard the president's very illuminating address, and the description of the.
present conditions, I desire to second this motion, and hope for the unani
maul decision of this Conference to adopt a unanimous report. 

Chairman PAGE: As I understand it, then, the question before you is 
this: The motion that has been made by Mr. Edmonds of Pennsylvania in 
substance calls for a vote upon the approval of the report of the National 
Committee on Inheritance Taxation, as presented by them to this Con
ference. In substance, then, will you vote aye if you approve of that 
report, and will you vote no if you do not. 

Gentlemen, will you take this vote by states as before, or do you prefer, 
according to this motion, to take it by acclamation? 

VOICES: Acclamation. 
DELEGATI!: I voted aye on the minority report, but I want to second 

the motion to adopt the committee's report. 
Mr. SMITH: This motion carries with it to make the report unanimous. 

\Ve voted just now on the minority report, Resolution 2, and that carried 
16 to 12. 

VOICE: No; lost 16 to 12. 
Mr. SMITH: Now, then, it is to make this unanimous with the other? 
Chairman PAGE: The gentlemen who ask for the roll call of states are 

entirely within their rights. It is provided in your rules that the voting 
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shall be by states, and if any state delegation wishes the roll to be called 
by states it shall be done. Is there a desire for roll call by states? 

Mr. HUNT: I see no necessity for calling the roll by states. We have 
taken a fair vote on the minority report, and it w;as lost. The next action 
would be in accordance with the motion made over there, which I think is 
exactly parliamentary, that the majority report be adopted, and since there 
is but one question in it, those of us who voted aye on the other, we are 
defeated, and like good men let us come along and by acclamation adopt 
the majority report. 

ZENAS W. BLISS: In view of what the chairman said about the policy 
of the National Tax Association in going on record on anything except 
matters in which there is substantial agreement, I am heartily in accord 
with that arrangement. I have been a member of the National Tax A~')
ciation for many years, and I have had ample opportunity to see how really 
necessary that provision is if the recommendations of the association are tc 
carry any real weight with them. 

Now, we have had a roll call of states, and there were 16 ayes and 12 
noes. Usually I am on the winning side! Now, that is substantially 
an even division. If I am not mistaken there are twenty states that did 
not vote, and the passing of another resolution by acclamation does not 
mean anything at all. There are 16 states aye and 12 states no still, and 
such a recommendation will have no effect whatever, and we have wasted 
our time and our efforts. 

Now, there must be some ground upon which we can agree. The whole 
thing seems to be reduced to this: Some of us think that the repeal should 
be immediate, and some of us think that it ought to be put off six years. 
Now, the question is merely a question of time, and I suggest, merely in 
the interest of harmony, something upon which we can all agree, that we 
strike out the element of time altogether, and instead of saying to take 
effect in six years, leave it out, and, instead of saying to take effect im
mediately, leave that out, and simply register the opinion of this confer
ence as in favor of the repeal of the federal estate tax and say nothing 
about the limitation of time whatever. 

It seems to me, Mr. Chairman, that we could get together on that 
basis, and if it is not out of order I will move that amendment to the 
recommendation of the majority report. I don't know whether I got 
that amendment across in proper form. 

MR. HUNT: I want to be a good loser. I think I am. We have 
lost the fight, and the gentleman's motion there, or his amendment, means 
nothing more in the world than taking a vote on the same thing again. I 
think the language of his motion is that we favor the repeal of the in
heritance tax law. What else does it mean? It can not mean anything 
else, so let us be good losers. Let us pass it now, if it is going to be worth 
anything, and make it unanimous. 

(Calls for the question.) 
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Dr. JOHNSON (California): Mr. President, I voted aye on the minor
ity report. I would like to ask that the vote now upon the original motion 
be by states, as I want to change the vote of California to be counted with 
the winners. 

Chairman PAGE: Gentlemen, just a moment. The Chair does not 
\\;sh to get into any parliamentary tangle with regard to amendments 
and substitutes. The question seems to be thoroughly clear, that there is 
a motion before the house to approve the report of the committee as 
presented to this conference, and the request has been made that the vote 
be taken as provided under the rules, by states; therefore the secretary--

HENRY F. LoNG: I rise to a point of information. My point is this, 
is it in our rules that if one state asks that it be called by states, that it 
('tust be wirhout any vote of this conference? 

Chairman PAGE: It is in your rules that the vote on this matter shall 
be taken by states. 

HENRY F. LoNG: I think that places us in a peculiar position, because 
we in Massachusetts have very decided opinions, and while we are per
fectly willing to go in with the winners, because we have lost, and will 
do it with good grace so long as it is not published to the world, we do 
not necessarily want to say that our vote from Massachusetts was some
thing we did not mean, and now that we are beaten we are going to vote 
in favor of the resolution. If we have to vote as a state, we would have 
to vote against Resolution No.2, even though we were on the losing 
side, and I hope he who asks to call the roll of states will withdraw that 
so we can adopt Resolution No.2 by an aye and no vote. 

Chairman PAGE: I hear no withdrawal of the motion. 
MR. BRADFORD (New York): I would rather have the states called. 

I am not asking for a call. If the states are called then New York can 
vote for the majority report, but on acclamation I should be required to 
vote no. I did not suggest it because I did not want to be in that position. 
I would like to have a vote by the states. 

Chairman PAGE: Gentlemen, when the Chair called your attention to 
the desirability of unanimity he made the proviso that no man under any 
circumstances should vote for a thing which his conscience could not by 
any means approve. Sometimes we have scruples with regard to the 
expediency of certain measures, and yet we feel that under the circum
stances we may have to forego those scruples in order to accomplish a 
more important object. All I meant to urge upon you was doing what 
you conscientiously can on the question of unanimity. 

The vote will be taken by roll call of states. The question now before 
the house is the approval of the report of the National Committee on 
Inheritance Taxation presented to this conference. 

DELEGATB: I understand Rhode Island moves to amend: it seems to me 
the question first comes up on the amendment. 
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Chairman PAGE: The Chairman heard no second, and in order to 
avoid, as he said a moment ago, a parliamentary tangle, in which we are 
likely to find ourselves involved if we undertake to make amendments and 
offer substitutes and other things, I thought by reason of the lateness of 
the hour that it would probably be preferable for you to vote upon the 
question as presented. 

FRANCIS N. WHITNEY (New York): I seconded the motion of Gov
ernor Bliss. 

Chairman PAGE: The Chair did not hear a second. 
Professor GERSTENBERG: I rise to a point of order. It is not a question 

of amendment. It is a motion to reconsider, and should be made only by 
the winning side. 

Voice: Oh, no. 
DELEGATE: Will the Chairman rule that a motion to amend the rules 

takes precedence? If so, I will move the rules be amended so that this 
vote may be taken by acclamation. 

(Motion duly seconded.) 
Dr. JOHNSON (California): I would like to know if my request for 

roll call is the only request. 
Chairman PAGE: There have been several requests that the Chair has 

heard for the call of states. There have been several others. The Chair
man may be overruled, of course, By the conference, but unless he is over
ruled he will instruct the secretary to call the roll by states upon this 
question: Shall the report of the committee as presented to this conference 
be approved as presented, or shall it not be approved? 

All those in favor of approving the report of the Committee will say 
Aye, through the spokesman of the state delegation, when the roll is 
called. 

HENRY F. LONG: Point of information, Mr. President: I had sup
posed that we were going to vote now on Resolution No.2, not on the 
acceptance of the report of the committee. 

Chairman PAGE: That is not the motion before the house. The only 
motion the Chair now entertains is the motion made by Senator Edmonds 
of Pennsylvania. It takes precedence over all others. 

FRANKLIN S. EDMONDS: My motion was that the majority report of 
the committee be approved. The majority report of the committee con
tained four resolutions. The first resolution expresses thanks to the com
mittee of seven and affirmed certain of the propositions contained in their 
report. The second resolution contained three propositions recommended 
in their report, and the third and fourth resolutions relate to the continua
tion of the committee, or the future work of the conference. The motion, 
I think, relates to those four resoutions. 

Chairman PAGE: Does that include the continuance of the- committee? 
MR. EDMONDS: Yes, sir. 
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MR. SMITH: Will the gentleman include in his motion exclusive of 
Section 2? 

Chairman PAGE: Roll call has been ordered. 
(Secretary calls the roll.) 
MR. COODY (Mississippi): Are we voting on both resolutions or one? 
Chairman PAGE: You are voting on four resolutions. You are voting, 

in substance, on the committee's report as presented. 
(Roll call continued by Secretary.) 
SPOKESMAN (West Virginia): Mr. Chairman, in explanation of my 

vote :-1 yield to no one, not even the gentleman from New York has a 
higher regard than I for the president of this association. I regret to be 
placed in the embarrassing position that this vote seems to place me. I 
tvould be glad to vote for all of the report of the resolutions committee, 
especially Resolution No, 1, but I cannot; my conscience does not bother 
me greatly, but my judgment is unalterably opposed to Resolution No.2, 
and I am compelled to vote No. I regret to place the association in that 
position, and I suggest we vote on these one at a time. 

Voices: No. 
HENRY F. LoNG: Before the vote is declared, Massachusetts wishes to 

withdraw its vote and not be recorded. That is because the delegation is 
split fifty-fifty. 

Chairman PAGE: Gentlemen, the roll will be called for verification, 
the teller stating the vote as recorded, so that if the record is wrong, it 
may be corrected. 

Mr. TOBIN: 

Those voting in the affirmative: 
California 
Colorado 
District of Columbia 
Georgia 
Illinois 
Indiana 
Iowa 
Kentucky 
Missouri 
Montana 
New Jersey 
New York 
North Carolina 
North Dakota 
Ohio 
Oklahoma 
Oregon 
South Dakota 
Tennessee 
Virginia. 

In the negative: 
Minnesota 
New Hampshire 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
Texas 
Utah 
Vermont 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin. 
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Chairman PAGE: Are there any corrections to be made? 
SPOKESMAN (South Carolina) : South Carolina wishes to vote in favor 

of all the resolutions except No. 10, and it has its own ideas about how 
multiple taxation should be eliminated, and it is not the way which this 
committee suggests. We wish simply to put ourselves on record. 

Chairman PAGE: That question alone was not the one before the 
house, and you were thoroughly within your rights in voting as you saw fit 
upon the resolution as offered. 

SPOKESMAN (South Carolina) : South Carolina wishes to vote in favor 
of the report with the exception of No. 10. If we cannot vote on it 
without No. 10, we don't vote at all. 

Chairman PAGE: The teller will now announce the vote. 
MR. TOBIN: Twenty ayes, nine noes. 
Chairman PAGE: Gentlemen, that shows that in the time that was 

available for this discussion it has not been impossible for you to reach 
a very near approach to unanimity. There is a very substantial minority 
which has been recorded in regard to this resolution. Unfortunate as that 
may be, it is, as far as we can make out, unavoidable. I do not know that 
there is any remedy that can be suggested for the failure of this conference 
to agree. In reality, however, I think there has been as close accord as 
could possibly have been looked for in a matter so important as this, the 
one upon which the feelings of the members of this conference have been 
so firmly fixed. 

I should like to know what is your further pleasure. 
MR. HUNT: Mr. Chairman, we have taken the vote that has been 

recorded and it has been announced, and it is perfectly parliamentary to 
do so. 

I make a motion now that this vote be made unanimous. 
(Motion duly seconded.) 
Chairman PAGE: Gentlemen, motion has been made and seconded that 

the vote be made unanimous. 
MR. HUNT: By acclamation, that is what I mean. 
Chairman PAGE: I take it if there is any vote in the negative that would 

indicate that that is lost; 
(Ayes and noes.) 
Chairman PAGE: The motion is not unanimous. 
I wish to thank you very earnestly for the consideration and the courtesy 

with which you have treated each other in this discussion. Your attitude 
towards one another and your consideration for the Chair has made the 
duties of .the Chair as light as the duties of such an office can be. I want 
to thank you for that. 

(At 12: 45 a. m. on November 11, 1925, an adjournment was taken 
sine die.) 
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NOTE. 

'file Report of the National Committee on Inheritance 
Taxation was published on November 10, 1925, when sub
mitted to the Second National Conference on Estate and 
Inheritance Taxation at New Orleans, Louisiana. The 
Committee presented to the conference at the same time ten
tative draff$ of Model Succession Tax and Estate Tax Laws. 
It was the purpose of the Committee, as announced at that 
time, to perfect the drafts of the model laws as quickly as 
possible and print them in the appendix to its Report before 
general distribution. Therefore, only a limited number of 
copies of the Report were printed for the conference, all of 
which were distributed. Subsequently, additional copies 
were printed for distribution to the Congress of the United 
States for the consideration of the members in their de
liberations on the Revenue Act·of 1926. 

Numerous delays ,from various causes have been experi
enced in completing the final drafts of the model laws. In 
the meantime several of the conclusions contained in the 
Committee's Report have been adopted by Congress and 
several of the States have amended their laws in an effort 
to correct the abuses to which attention was called in the 
Report. In this reprint the Report of the Committee is 
printed just as it was submitted to the conference at New 
Orleans, but in several places foot-notes have been added 
calling attention to the principal changes which have taken 
place in the Federal law and the laws of several of the 
States since the Report was first published. The final drafts 
of the Model Succession Tax and Estate Tax I_aws ~e also 
added to the Report. 

November 15, 1926. 
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REPORT 

OF THE NATIONAL COMMITIEE ON 
INHERITANCE TAXATION 

, At the seventeenth annual conference of the National Tax 
Association at St. Louis, Missouri, September 15-19, lU2-l, 
a resolution was adopted recommending that the National 
Tax Association, through its officers or an appropriate com
mittee, take steps to assemble a conference of properly quali
fied representatives of the State and Federal Governments to 
consider the problems of estate and inheritance taxation. 
Accordingly the officers of the National Tax Association re
quested the governors of the several states and the executive 
officials of the District of Columbia to appoint delegates to 
attend a conference at Washington, D. C., February 19, 
1925. Officials of the United States Treasury Department 
and members of Congress were likewise invited to attend. 

The conference was in session for two days, during which 
addresses were delivered by the following: 

The I'resldent of the United States. 
Hon. WUllam R. Green, Chairman of the Committee on Ways 

and Means of the House of Representatil"es. 
Hon. Ogden L. Mills, Member of the Committee on Way. and 

Mean. of the House of Representatives. 
lion. Cordell Hull, Member of the Committee on Ways and 

Means of the House of Representatives. 
Hon. W. A. Oldfield, Member of the Committee on Ways and 

Means of the House of Representatives. 
Hon. Frank W. Mondell, Director of the War Finance Corpora

tion. 
Hon. Charles S. Dewey, Assistant Secretary of the Treasury of 

the UnIted States. 
Mr. R. P. Jellett of the Royal Trust Company of Montreal. 

Canada. 



Prof. Edwin R. A. Seligman of Columbia University. 
Prof. Charles J. Bullock of Harvard University. 

-Prof. Thomas S. Adams of Yale University. 
Prof. William B. Belknap of the University of Louisville. 
Prof. Robert M. Haig of Columbia University. 
Mr. Roy C. Osgood of Chicago. 
Mr. Russell L. Bradford of Nevi York. 

These addresses were followed by a general discussion in 
which many others participated. 

At the conclusion of the conference the following resol'u
tion was adopted: 

WHF.JIEAS, inequality and injustice in death taxation neces
sarily arise from the present ill-balanced and illogical state and 
federal death tax structure, be it 

ReBoZved, That this conference considers it imperative that 
death tax laws be so changed as to result in a rational tax 
system, which will produce the revenues now so sorely needed 
by the states and at the same time do away with the abuses 
which are tending to bring this fundamentally sound form of 
taxation into disrepute. 

Be it further re8oZved, That the chairman of this conference 
be asked to appoint a committee of nine or more members, due 
consideration being given to geographical distribution, said 
committee to undertake the following duties: 

(a) To gather the information and data necessary to formu
late definite plans for the reform of state and fed~ral death 
taxation. 

(1I) To give !!peelal attention to the feasibility of early or 
gradual retirement of the Federal Goverument from the field 
of death taxation. 

(e) Then to formuate such plans, model laws and recom
mendationS as it sees fit and present these for consideration 
to the Congress, the state legislatures and committees thereof, 
and to the proper officials and branches of governments having 

, in charge the levying and administration of death taxes. 
(d) To co-operate with such organizations as may be deemed 

advisable and to create sub and regional committees wherever 
necessary; and 

(e) To request the proper officers of the National Tax Asso
ciation to call a second national conference on inheritance and 



estate taution, to whtc,h said committee shall report ita fInd
ings and activities, or, in the absence of such· a second confer
ence, to issue and mail to delegates to this conference a written 
report. . 

Be 4' further re8olved, That this committee be authorized to 
raise the funds necessary to the carrying out of the duties as
signed to It, and in Ita report a full accounting shall be given 
of how and from what sources such money was raised and 
how It W88 spent. ' 

'J PursuaQt to this resolution Mr. Thomas Walker Page, 
Chairman of the conference, appointed the following com· 
mittee: 

Frederic A. Delano, Washington, D. C., Chairman. 
William Bailey, Nephi, Utah. 
William B. Belknap, Goshen, Kentucky. 
Stuart W. Cramer, Cramerton, North Carolina. 
Fred R. Fairchild, New Haven, Connecticut. 
~Iark Gravel, Albany, New York. 
·Samuel Lord, St. Paul, Minnesota. 
Roy C. Osgood, Chicago, Illlnois. 
Carl C. Plehn, Berkeley, California, 

The committee secured the services of Mr. J. Vaughan 
Gary, former counsel and executive assistant of the State 
Tax Commission of Virginia, as its Executive Secretary and 
opened offices in Washington, D. C. Information and data 
bearing upon inheritance-tax conditions and practices in the 
United States and in foreign countries were collected from 
all available authentic and reliable sources. Statistics touch
ing the assessment and collection of inheritance taxes were 
l·ompiled from official records of the Federal and, State Gov
ernments, and a comprehensive questionnaire was sent to 
the inheritance-tax departments of each state in an effort to col
lect statistical data supplementing that published in the state 
reports. A letter was also sent to the leading trust companies 
of the United States requesting information as to their ex
perience with the inheritance-tax laws in administering 

.Mr. Lord died" September I, 19211. 
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estates of decedents. Aid and information were likewise se
cured from officials and individuals experienced in tllis field. 
l'he material assembled from these numerous sources was 
thoroughly analyzed by the commjttee and a digest of it is 
presented with this report. 

As a result of its investigations and. deliberations the com
mittee,' in compliance with the resolution of the Washington 
conference, reports a unanimous agreement on the con
clusions listed below, which are subsequently discussed in 
t4e order listed. • , 

CONCLUSIONS. 

1. Inheritance taxes should be substantially uniform 
throughout the United States. 

2. Inheritance tax laws and rates should be stable. 
S. Inheritance tax rates should be moderate. 
4. Legislation should be enacted during the next ses

sion of Congress providing for repeal of the Fed
eral Estate Tax, to take effect six years from the 
date of the passage of the repealing act. 

S. The rate structure of the present Federal Estate Tax 
should be immediately revised downward. 

6. The credit provision of the present law should be 
extended to allow a credit of all inheritance taxes 
paid to the several states up to 80% of the Fed
eral tax. 

7. The Federal Gift Tax should be abolished. 
8. Substit,tion by the states of estate tax Jaws for the 

succession tax laws now generally employed by 
the states is desirable. 

9. Multiple taxation of the same property by states 
should be abandoned. 

10. Intangible personal property should be taxed only 
'by the state of domicile of the decedent. 
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1. Inheritance Taxes Shonld Be Substantially Uniform 
Throughout the United States. 

There is at present a distressing lack of uniformity in the 
legislation and practices of the various states. Uniformity 
among the states is more essential to the successful operation 
of highly graduated inheritance taxes than to any other form 
of taxation. Under existing rates these taxes cannot always 
'te paid Old of annual income j on the contrary, it frequently 
becomes necessary to dispose of capital assets to raise sufficient 
money with which to make the payments, and this, in re
ducing the estate, reduces the source of future income for the 
beneficiaries. Even under rates which the committee sub
sequently suggests as reasonable the tax will consume the 
entire income of an estate of moderatp. size for a period 
ranging from one to three years. When, therefore, 
there is a wide variance among the states in the amount 
of taxes imposed at death, there is a strong incentive 
for owners of estates to fix their residence and invest their 
capital where their property will be most lightly taxed in the 
event of death rather than where the capital is most needed 
in industry. This leads to spasmodic shifting and to a dis
tribution of capital and investments which is abnormal and 
uneconomic. 

Florida, presumably having in view the advantages which 
might be obtained by advertising the state as a haven of 
refuge from inheritance taxes, last year adopted a con~titu
tional amendment providing that its legislature shQUld not 
impose such a tax. The state had never imposed an inheri
tance tax, but evidently it was hoped that by writing the 
provision prohibiting their imposition into the constitution 
capitalists from other states would be assured of the perma
nency of the policy and would transfer their legal residence 
to Florida 80 as to escape inheritance taxes imposed elsewhere. 
Under present law residence for the purpose of taxation is 
usually determined largely by the intent declared by the 
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taxpayer and, therefore, often depends upon motives which 
are known only to himself. Consequently it will be easy for 
many who take their vacations in Florida to effect transfers 
01 legal residence, and thus to escape the inheritance taxes 
of other states without materially changing their actual places 
of abode. 

Nevada has already followed Florida's example in l'epealing 
its inheritance-tax law as of the first day of July, 1925, and 
there is some agitation in the State of California for a 
similar repeal. - <' I 

The variation in state rates and exemptions is shown in 
Table I, An Outline of Taz Rates and Exemptions, which 
is presented on page 85. This table discloses the fact 
that six states levy rates as high as 10 per centum on 
property passing to direct heirs and three as high as 40 per 
centum on property passing to collateral heirs; while three 
states do not levy any inheritance taxes at all and two others 
do not levy any tax on property passing to direct heirs. In 

I 
scarcely any two states are the rates the same and the amounts 
allowed as exemptions vary almost as widely as the rates. 
The widow or minor child of a man who dies a resident of 
Arkansas is allowed an exemption of only $3,000, whereas 
the widow of a man who happens to die a resident of Kansas 
is allowed an exemption of $75,000, although his minor child 
is allowed only $15,000. 

The committee Is convinced that this lack of uuiform
ity In the state laws is one of the pronouuced defects of 
the present situation and that the accomplishment- of 
substantiallJ.Uiformlty is among the most importaut ob
jects in a comprehensive program of reform. 
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!. Inheritanee Tax La". and Rates Should Be Stable. 

Another condition which has brought about inequality 
among individual taxpayers has been the lack of stability of 
law. and rates in both federal and state legislation. In
heritance taxes, unlike annually recurring taxes, are imposed 
only at death. An income-tax law applies to all alike dur
ing any year for which it is impoSed, but an inheritance-tax 
l'Iw appli~ only to the estates and heirs of those who die 
while it is in force. Therefore changes in the law which 
affect the impact of the tax and particularly changes in the 
rates result in unequal impositions on the heirs of persons 
dying at different times. For example, to take 5 per cent of 
the estate of one person who happens to die when one law is in 
effect and, merely because the law-making body in its wisdom 
has seen fit to change the inheritance tax rates, to take 10 
per cent of the estate of another owning the same amount 
of property who might be 80 unfortunate as to live until after 
another law has been enacted is unjust and should be avoided 
as far as possible. 

110leO\'er, inheritance taxes are substantial obligations 
which must be paid out of the estate of a decedent after death, 
and it frequently becomes necessary to sacrifice assets of the 
estate in order to raise a sufficient sum to pay the taxes. A 
person, therefore, should be able to determine with at least 
80me degree of accuracy the amount which his estate will be 
called upon to pay 80 as to be able to protect his estate by 
making suitable provision before death for its payment. Fre
quent changes of laws and rates make it impossible to fore
tell e\'en approximately what the tax will be when death 
occurs. 

The records show, however, that inheritance-tax laws, both 
rederal and state, have been among the most changeable. 
The federal law has been amended five times since its enact
ment in 1916, and lour 01 these amendments have involved 
changes in rates, which have been advanced by successive 
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stages from a maximum of 10 per cent to a maximum of 
40 per cent. * Practically every state in the union which im
poses. an inheritance tax has amended its law Within very 
recent years j thirty states have changed their rates within 
five years and thirteen others have changed their rates within 
the l~t ten years. Many of these changes in rates have been 
radical and practically all·· of them have been substantial. 
Massachusetts has amended its inheritance-tax law every year 
but six within the last thirty-five years j Michigan has 
amended its law at every regular session of the 1egislatufe 
but one since 1907, and the New Jersey law has been amended 
fourteen times within the last fifteen years. These states are 
striking examples of the 'frequency of the changes in the 
state laws. 

.-
If uniformity and equality as between individual tax-

payers, prime requisites of any just tax, are to be ob
tained in inheritance taxation, the laws and rates must 
be stabilized and placed on a more permanent basis. 
So long as the laws and rates are changed with the vary
ing moods of legislative bodies, inequalities and injus
tice wiII prevail. The committee recognizes that many 
changes in present inheritance-tax laws will be neces
sary to accomplish uniformity and to correct the abuses 
which are pointed out in this report, but when once this 
necessary reform is put into effect the laws and rates 
should remain stable. 

*The federal law has been amended by the Revenue Act of 1926, 
since this report was published. Under the amended act the maxi
mum rate of tax has been reduced to 20 per cent. 
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8. Inheritance Tax Rates Should Be Moderate. 

The reasons lor special consideration of estate and succes
sion tax rates are as follows: Most other types of taxes recur 
at regular intervals, normally once a year; such taxes as, for 
example, the property tax, the income tax, etc., are regularly 
recurrent upon all su·.jects. The rates 01 such taxes are de
termined naturally by consideration of the tax base and the. 
amount of revenue to be raised to meet the needs 01 the gov
f.tnment in question. Rates will normally be subject to fre
quent change in harmony with changed conditions. and 
there is no inequality among taxpayers produced by such 
changes in rates. 

The inheritance tax, on the othe! hand, occurs irregularly 
80 far as the taxpayer is concerned tlDd is more or less irreg
ular even from the standpoint of the government. There 
is no direct relation between the needs of government and 
the rates of inheritance tax, for the reason that there is no 
predictable tax base; citizens die without .regard to the needs 
of the state, and deaths are not subject to the control of the 
tax gathcrer. Moreover, t ecause of the delays in administer
ing estates and the consequent delays in determining the 
tax, change~ in inheritance-tax laws usually do not materially 
affect the revenues for at least one year after the changes are 
made. 'fhe inheritance tax thus obviously, by its very 
nature, is not adaptable for use as a flexible base to accom
plish elasticity in the tax system. Revenues must be capable 
01 expansion or contraction with the varying needs of go,"-' 
emment, but property, income, and other annually.recurring 
taxes should I e used for the purpose of securing the required 
elasticity and the inheritance tax should be kept stable. 

It also follows that there is no obvious principle to deter
mine precisely what the rates should be. If we seek to for· 
mulate such basic principles as may aid us in determining 
the tax rates, we arrive at the following: 

1. The rates of the estate tax or the succession tax ma~ 
reasonably be made considerably higher than the rates of &n 
annually recurring tax on property. 
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2. The principle of progression has won general acceptance 
and is reasonable. In an estate tax, progression is according . 
to the size of the estate j in a succession tax there is progression 
according to the size of the legacy or distributive share and 
also progression according to degree of relationship or de
pendence. 

3. The rates should not be excessive. This third consid
eration is probably the only one that requires elaboration. 
We may regard it from three viewpoints. 

First, from the standpoint of the decedent and his depend
ents the rates of the tax should not be so high as to make 
impoSsible or discouragingly difficult reasonable provisioll 
for the family and dependents. This principle indicates 
liberal exemptions. It is suggested that from the standpoint 
of the common welfare the amount of the exemptions is that 
sum the income from which would provide a support for de
pendents sufficient to prevent them from becoming a charge 
upon the public. This principle also indicates that there 
should be low rates above the exemptions on inheritances of 
this class of beneficiaries. 

Second, tax rates should not be so high as to stimulate 
avoidance and evasion. It is unquestionably true that the 
more burdensome a tax the less compunction the individual 
feels in seeking to escape payment and, regardless of how 
carefully an inheritance-tax statute may be drawn, experience 
has demonstrated that it is almost impossible· to make its 
provisions inescapable. A heavy inheritance tax on an es
tate holds out strong temptation to use every legal imd even 
illegal means of avoidance and evasion. 

Third, the rates must be regardea from the social and 
economic point of view with respect to the effect of the.tax 
upon industry. High rates are capable of producing a 
variety of results harmful not only to the persons called upon 
to bear the tax burden but also to the industry of the state 
or. nation; First of all we note the danger of large forced 
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sales of assets. Few estates include large amounts of liquid 
assets. At death, therefore, in order to meet heavy tax pa:v~ 
ments, it frequently becomes necessary to sell a considerab)· 
part of the assets of the estate. The sale of these assets it. 
time to meet the requirements of the law has a tendency to 
depress the market and to cause a decline of prices. Such 

. sales, therefore, may be, and frequently are, difficult except 
at a considerable sacrifice. As an illustration the committee 
mal cite th~ actual case of an estate which owned six thou
sana shares of a certain listed stock. It was known that the 
estate had the stock, that part of the stock was pledged, and 
that the cxcutor had to pay the inheritance taxes. Anticipa
tion of the sale caused the market price to decline from one 
hundred and forty dollars per share to one hundred and 
fifteen within a few days. Notwithstanding the decline in 
price the executors were forced to sell a large block of shares 
to pay the inheritance taxes. It may be noted that shortly 
thereafter this stock rose to about two hundred dollars per 
!'hare. 

Heavy taxes at time of death of a sole or principal owner 
of a business are also likely to result in forced alterations in 
its control through compelling the sacrifice of holdings by 
those into whose hands the control of the businElss would 
normally come following the death of such an owner. To 
illustrate, assume a corporation conducting a business built 
over a long period through family group control by the 
ownership of a slight majority of stock. A heavy tax may 
compel the sale of enough stock to cause the loss of such 
control and the impairment of both the incentive and valu
able management policies that ha,-e made the business suc
cessful. 

When an inheritance tax requires of an estate payments 
greater than can be met from cash resources on hand, those 
in control of a closely owned business comprising substantially 
their entire resources may seek to avoid. sale of assets by bor
rowing and may be thus forced to make engagements so 
heavy as to impair the credit of the concern. 
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All of the foregoing effects, whether forced sale of assets, 
forced change of control, or strain upon credit, are made 
doubly serious because of their appearance at the very time 
when the enterprise is least able to stand the strain on ac
count of the loss of personal management resulting from the 
death of the former head. 

The injurious effects upon industry of excessive inheritance 
taxes are unfortunately not confined to the particular con
cern from which the payment must be made. All who 
are engaged in such enterprise, and also many who are ~n
gaged in oiher enterprises related to those which must ac
tually bear the tax, are subjected to insecurity which is de
moralizing and impairs the productive capacity of the com
munity as a whole. 

Another corallary comes back upon the government itself 
since anything which impairs the efficiency of industry will 
obviously diminish tax paying capacity for the future. 

It should be clear that the various adverse effects which 
,h,ave been enumerated are the result of tax requirements so 
heavy that they may not be paid out of cash resources on 
hand or out of current income. To avoid these results it is 
desirable that the amount of the inheritance taxes should 
trench as little as possible upon the actual capital of an estate 
and should, so far as possible, be payable as are other taxes 
out of income. This can be accomplished if the amount of 
the inheritance tax payable in any year does not exceed a 
reasonable income on the value of the estate. At the same 
time it is desirable, as has been pointed out heretofore, that 
a· complet~ settlement of the claims of the government should 
not be unduly postponed. The probate statutes of most 
states permit an estate to be ,settled shortly after one year. 
Some states require two years. The difficulties growing out 
of tax legislation have extended the necessary. time of settle
ments but few estates require more than three years before 
administration may be closed. On the basis of practical con
siderations the committee believes,therefore, that inheritanee 
tax payments should not be delayed beyond a period of three 



19 

years. If it be assumed that the current rate of income on 
safe investments seldom exceeds 5 per cent, it follows that 
under existing economic conditions in the United States the 
total burden of inheritance taxes, federal and state, should 
in no case exceed 15 per cent of any estate. The committee 
suggests, therefore, that in any case where the amount of the 
tax exceeds 5 per cent of the value of the estate provision 
should be made for its payment in two or three annual in
stallments. 
~ . 
The foregoing are general principles. They point to the 

general character of rates which the committee approves and 
indicate a maximum burden which should not be exceeded 
but they are not capable of indicating any precise schedule of 
rates. There is no general principle which can do this. A 
certain diversity of exemptions and rates among the several 
states is to be expected according to their different circum
stances. Unless carried to extremes, this does not conflict 
with the general principle of substantial uniformity among 
the states which the committee has heretofore recommended. 
The determination of precise rates is sure to be more or less 
arbitrary, determined by judgment in the light of the exist
ing conditions. 

From the standpoint of the beneficiaries the matter of 
exemptions is a consideratipn of first importance. A liberal 
exemption makes the effect of the first rate or the first few 
rates both progressive and distinctly moderate as applied to 
the first installm~nts above the exemptions. For example, 
if the exemption were twenty thousand dollars, and the rate 
on the amount above the exemption up to one hundred 
thousand dollars were five per cent, a beneficiary receiving 
twenty-five thousand dollars would pay two hundred and 
fifty dollars, or one per cent of the amount received. The 
rate would rise progressively to 4 per cent on a bequest of 
one hundred thousand dollars. The exemptions for classes 
other than direct heirs and dependents should be considered 
as intended merely to relieve the tax administration of the 
expense and difficulty of assessing small estates or small in-



20 

heritances on which the tax payable would. be too small to 
cover expense of collection. From the point of view of in
dustry the most important consideration is the height to 
which the rates may attain, the effect to be measured by the 
proportion of the entire estate which is taken by the tax .. 
_ When we consider the rates of an estate tax as com
pared with the rates of a succession tax, it may be fairly 
assumed that the same amount of revenue is to be raised 
whichever form of tax is employed.* In the nature 
of the case it is impossible to make an exact com
parison of rates of the two ·types of taxes, for the rea~ 
son that the amount of revenue obtained from the suc
cession tax depends upon the number and relationship 
of the several heirs of each estate. At the outset it would 
appear that the rates .of the estate tax should be somewhere 
between the low rates granted to direct heirs and the high 
rates imposed on strangers under the succession tax. Two 
qualifying considerations, however, must be noted. In the 
first place, it is a fact that the great bulk of all property is 
passed on to direct heirs; An analysis made by the New 
York State Tax Commission of 16,443 estates of decedents 
who diea duPing the calendar year 1920, the net taxable 
amount of which was $515,346,200, shows that 78.4 per cent 
of total net taxable estates was inherited by relatives in the 
direct line; 16 percent by collaterals and 5.6 per cent by 
strangers (Report New York Tax Commission 1923, pp. 
498-523). The bulk of the revenue from the succession tax, 
therefore, comes from taxes upon direct heirs who pay the 
lowest rates; It follows that the rates of the estate tax would 
have to be only moderately higher than the rates imposed 
by the succession tax upon direct heirs, while, they would be 
considerably lower than the rates of the succession tax which 
apply to strangers. In the second place, we recall that under 
the estate tax the higher brackets are more often reached 

.The relative merits of these two forms of inheritance taxation are 
discussed under section S. 
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than under the succession tax. It would appear, therefore, 
that the estate tax intended to raise the same amount of 
revenue as a given succession tax should have its rates only 
!!lightly, if at all, higher than the rates imposed upon direct 
heirs and dependents by the sQccession tax. In fact, the 
difference is so slight that for practical purposes it may, be 
ignored. The effect of the rates of the estate tax in giving 
less favor to direct heirs as compared with strangers than do 
the rates of a succession tax might be counteracted in part at 
bast by tranting somewhat higher exemptions to direct 
heirs under an estate tax. * 

-In view of the ('Onslderations stated and the diversity of conditions 
In varions states the committee is not prepared to offer a fixed scsle 
of exemptions or of rates. These are matters which mllst be deter
mined by the Legislatures of ie different states. As an example of 
how these principles might be worked out we submlt the following: 

t:spmptloo8 ....••. 

Aboy" ut'mptioD 10 
$50,000-.......... 
$50.000- ,100,000 •• 
100,000- 200.000 .. 
200,000- 800,000 •• 
aoo,OOO- 1100,000 •. 
1100.000- 700,000 .. 
700,000·1,000,000 .• 

t .0110.000-1,1100.000 .• 
1,500,000·5,0110,000 •. 

over '11,000,000 .. 

ESTATE TAX. SUCCESSION TAX. 

Cia.. I, direct 
hel ... 

Widow, $10.000- Widow, $10.000-
,ao.ooo; other ,ao.OOO; oth .... , 
d Ire e t h"ln, ,5,000-,15,000: 
,5,000-$15,000 : 
If DO direct 
h"lr., $1,000. 

1% 
2% 
3% 
4% 
5% 
6% 
7% 
8% 

10% 
15% 

1% 
20/0 
3% 
4'1. 
5% 
6% 
7% 
8% 

10% 
15% 

. 
Cia •• 2, Cia •• 3, 

collateral straoger .. 
heirs. 

$500 . to $500 to 
$1.000 $1,000 

S?D 7% 
5% 7% 
8% 10% 

100/. 12% 
10% 12% 
12% 111% 
12% 15% 
15% 20% 
15% 20% 
20% 25% 

In suggelltillg these rate .. the l'Ommlttee assumes that, In accordance 
with Its conclnslons ellM'where stated, they will not apply to the In
tangible property of non-resident decedents. The committee belleves 
the tax upon luch propt'rty should not exceed the two per cent rate 
of the lIO-Ca\1ed Matthews plan_ (See section 10 of Report.) 
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4. Legislation Should be Enacted During the Next Ses
sion of Congress Providing for Repeal of the 
Federal Estate Tax to Take Effect Six Years from 
the Date of the Passage of the Repealing Act. 

Under the generally accepted theory inheritance taxes are 
impost or excise taxes upon the right to transmit property at 
the death of the owner. This right is granted and controlled 
by state law and not by the laws of the United States. T~e 
right of the Federal Government to levy the estate tax exists 
under what is known as the excise tax power conferred by 
the Constitution of the United States. Since, however, the 
laws of the United States neither grant nor control the right 
of transmission the federal act has not the same logical basis 
of justification that exists in the ~case of state inheritance-tax 
laws. 

Although a federalinheritance-tax law was passed as early 
as 1797, the Federal Government has resorted to this method 
of raising revenue only under pressure of emergency caused 
by war, and heretofore the taxes have been repealed as soon 
as the pressure was removed. The statute of 1797 was re
pealed in 1802; a second statute was in force from 1862 to 
1870; a third from 1898 to 1902, whereas the present statute 
enacted September 8; 1916, after several am~ndments, still 
remains in force. This field, therefore, in the past has been 
left, except in war emergencies, entirely to the states and the 
present encroachment by the Federal Government seriously 
affects state revenues. 

The Federal Government is better able to give up this 
object of taxation than are the states. 

The largest annual collection from the estate tax since its 
adoption in 1916 was $154,043,260.39 in 1921, as will appear 
from Table II,* Federal Estate Tax Receipts for the Years 

• See table II in Appendix. 



1917 to 1925, Inclusive. The receipts during the fiscal year 
ended June 30, 1925, were only $101,421,766.20, or 3.9 per 
cent of the total internal revenue receipts. Federal expendi
turesf including interest on the public debt, are decreasing 
annually and should continue to decrease. It is estimated 
that the present financial status will permit an immediate 
tax reduction of several hundred million dollars, which 
would permit the repeal of the federal estate tax and still 
leave a large reduction to be applied to such other sources 
of 'revenue 3s Congress might determine. 

Conditions in the states, however, are exactly the reverse. 
State and local expenditures have been rapidly increasing, 
and in view of the educational, road building and other de
velopmental activities in the various states there is every 
reason to expect a continued increase. The states, therefore, 
need every available source of revenue. Although it is true 
that some of the states do not collect substantial sums from 
inheritance taxes and could abolish their levies without 
material loss, yet in other states, particularly those which 
require the largest amount of revenue, inheritance taxes con
stitute an important and ner.essary source of revenue and the 
abolition of the tax would necessitate a readjustment of the 
~ntire tax system. For example: In 1922 inheritance taxes 
constituted 14.27 per cent of the state revenue from all taxes 
in the State of Rhode Island; 13.47 per cent in Massachu
setts; 13.11 per cent in Pennsylvania; 11.46 per cent in New 
York; 10.64 per cent in Connecticut; 10.64 per cent in Cali
fornia; 9.72 per cent in New Jersey; 7.25 per cent in North 
Dakota, and 7.16 per cent in North Carolina. These per
centages for each of the states are shown in Table III,· The 
Revenue 0/ the Several Statu in 1922 and the Ratio 0/ Re
ceipt. /rom Inheritance Taxu to Total State Revenue. This 
table was compiled from statistics published by the United 
States CensUs Bureau and contains the latest figures available. 

• See table III In Appendls. 
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Th~ growth of inheritance taxes in the states, which is 
shown in Table IV,* Inheritance Tax Receipts of the Various 
States for the Years 1916 to 1924, Inclu8ive, has been due in 
a large measure to an effort to distribute the increasing ex
penses of the government in such a way as to relieve the 
burd~n upon those classes of property and business which 
now contribute nearly the whole of both state and local 
revenue. If, therefore, the states were forced to give up the 
inheritance tax as a source of revenue or even reduce its 
yield by reason of the continuance of the federal-tax, the tax 
burden now borne by decedents would have to be shifted to 
the farmer, the working man, the business man, and other 
classes whose present burden of taxation cannot be in
creased without detriment to the public welfare. If, on the 
other hand, the Federal Government retires from the field, 
the states 'would be enabled to avail themselves more fully 
of this source to the benefit of all classes. 

Moreover, many difficulties have arisen in the administra
tion of the federal tax, particularly in connection with the 
valuation of estates, which do not lend themselves easily to 
solution by reason of physical difficulties involved in the 
imposition of the tax. When questions of valuation arise 
under' the state inheritance-tax laws it is a comparatively 
easy matter for those interested to sit down wjth the state 
authorities in conference and agre~ upon a basj.s,of valuation 
substantially fair to all parties concerned. By reason of the 
vast territory covered by the federal tax, however; confer
ences of this sort are both inconvenient and expensive to 
estate$ remote from Washington. In addition,. because of 
the great number of return~, those in authority can~ot devote 
equally detailed attentio!l. to each individuaJ ~state, and such 
conferences usually hav~;f.tQ be held; with empJoyeesof the 
federa.! departme.I!~ wh() a~e. :rt9t vested w,ith. aut1wIjty. to make 
final ~ettIEl~enkFrequen.t]y,.therefor:e, the.res~Hs of the 
conferences are unsatisfactory and final settlements are diffi
cult to. obtain. 

• See table IV in Appendix. 



The federal law permits the Federal Government five years 
(rom the date of filing the return within which to make an 
additional assessment upon an estate and six years additional 
"ithin which to enforce payment of the tax. Under this 
provision uncertainty in regard to final payment of the tax 
may be prolonged for eleven years. This fact may work 
severe hardships which seldom, if ever, occur under state 
administration. 

A.lthoflgh the committee, in view of these very cogent 
argumeuts, has reached the unanimous conclusion that 
the federal estate tax should be repealed and that legis
lation providing for such a repeal should be enacted at 
the next session of Congresl so as definitely to !!ettIe 
this important question, It is constrained to conclude, 
In view of the. circumstances surrounding the present 
Inheritance-tax situation In the states, that the repeal
Ing act should not become effective until at the expIra
tion of six fears from Its passage. 

Several movements recently Inaugurated designed tu 
accompllsh uniformity among the states are Just begin
ning to show results. The committee fears that the Im
mediate repeal of the federal tax, which would leave the 
field wIde open for such legislation as the states might 
see fit to adopt, might retard these movements and that 
the present confusIon In existing state laws might be
come worse confounded. By the retention of the tax 
for a period of six years, however, and the adoption of 
changes in the present federal law, which are treated 
elsewhere In thIs report, the federal statute may have 
the effect of promoting uniformity. 

The legislatures of most of the states. meet bI-an
lIually, and only nine states have regular legislative ses
Nlons In 1928. The other states, In the absence of 
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special sessions, cannot even consider proposed changes 
in their laws until 1927. Legislative bodies ordinarily 
move slowly and it will certainly require more than one 
session of the legislature to secure the desired changes 
in some of the states. It will take at least six years, 
therefore,-to accomplish substantial uniformity among 
the states, but the committee is convinced that once 
order is established, the Federal Government may retire 
with little danger of a return of the present chaotic con
ditions. 
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i. The Rate Structure of the Present Federal Estate Tax 
Should be Immediatel, Revised Downward. 

The Federal estate tax in amount cannot be regarded as op
pressive on small estates; the exemption is liberal and the 
rates start low and progress moderately in the lower brackets. 
In fact, the incidental expenses of administering the tax may 
easily be a greater burden upon small estates than the tax 
itself. As may be seen from Table V, A Calculation Showing 
t1te Tax oil. a Net Estate of a Given Value in each Bracket of 
Rate, which Will Be Collected Under the 1924 Law, and the 
Rate of Tax (per cent of the Net Estate), a net estate of $50,· 
000 is exempt from taxation; a net estate of $100,000 pays 

TABU V.-CALCULATION SHOWING THE AMOUNT OF TAX ON A 
NET ESTATE FALLING IN EACH BRACKET OF :rHE SCALE OF 

RATES UNDER THE FEDERAL REVENUE ACT OF 1924 AND 
THE RATE OJ/' TAX (PER CENT OJ/' THE NET ESTATE). 

VaJue of net estate.· 
$50,000 
100,000 
150,000 
250,000 
450,000 
750,000 

1,000,000 
1,500,000 
2,000,000 
3,000,000 
4,000,000 
fi,OOO,OOO 
8,000,000 

10,000,000 
15,000,000 
25,000,000 
50,000,000 
75,000,000 

ioo,ooo,OOQ 

Amount of tax. 

$500 
1,500 
5,000 

16,000 
41,500 
70,000 

143,500 
232,000 
440,500 
679,000 
947,500 

1,846,000 
2,543.500 
4,541,000 
8,541,000 

18,541,000 
28,541,000 
38,541,000 

Rate of tax-per 
cent of net estate. 

.5' 
1.0 
2;0 
3.5 
5.5 
7.0 
9.5 

11.0 
14.6 
16.9 
18.9 
23.0 
2/\ 0 
30.0 
34.0 
37.0 
38.0 
38.5 

~a:..,d In this table, "net eetaU;" means the gross estate less all 
proper deductions allowed b7 Jaw, except the exemption of $50.000.00. 



$500 or .5 per cent; a net estate of $450,000 pays $16,000 
or 3.5 per cent and a net estate of $1,000,000 pays $70,000 
or 7 per cent. On net estates of more than $1,000,000, how
ever, the rates progress rapidly to a maximum of 40 per 
cent, so that the tax on a net estate of $10,000,000 is 
$2,543,500 or 25 per cent; the tax on a net estate of $25,000,-
000 is $8,541,000 or 34 per cent; the tax on a net estate of 
$50,000,000 is $18,541,000 or 37 per cent. In a~ordance 
with the considerations which the committee has already set 
forth above in discussing moderation in inheritance tax raMs, 
it concludes that the present federal rates in the higher 
. brackets are so. excessive as to retard social and economic 
development and to stimulate avoidance and evasion and that 
legislation should be enacted immediately reducing them to a 
reasonable basis. 

NOTE.-Since this repOl·t was written legislation has been I'nacted 
reducing the rates of the Federal Estate Tax. The Federal Revenue 
Act of 1926 increased the exemption to each estate from $50,000 to 
$100,000 and prescribed a new scale of rates which represents a ma
terial reduction of the rates in the previous act. The maximum rate 
was reduced from 40 per cent to 20 per cent. The effect of these new 
rates may be seen by comparing the following calculations with those 
contained in Table V, printed on page 27. These calculations show 
the amount of tax on net estates of various sizes under the Federal 
Revenue Act of 1926 and the rate of tax expressed in per cent of the 
net estate. 

"alue of net estate. * 
$100,000 
150,000 
250,000 

·450.000 
750,000 

1.000,000 
1,500,000 
2,000,000 
3,000,000 
4,000.000 
5.000,000 
8.000,000 

10,000,000 
15,000,000 
25.000,000 
50,000,000 
75,000,000 

100,000,000 

Amount 
of tax. 

$500 
3,000 

10,500 
25,500 
41.500 
80,500 

124,500 
227,500 
350,500 
489,500 
966,500 

1,334.500 
2,333,500 
4.333,500 
9,333,500. 

14,333,500 
19,333,500 

Rate 
of tax, per 
cent of 

net estate. 

.3 
1.2 
2.3 
3.4 
4.2 
5.4 
6 '> 
7.6 
8.8 
9.8 

12.1 
13.3 
15.6 
17.3 
18.7 
19.0 
19.3 

* As used in this table "net estate" means tile gross estate less· all 
In'opel' deductions allowed by law, except tile exemption of $100,000. 
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8. The Credit ProvIsIon of the Present Law Should be 
Extended to Allow a Credit of Allinherltanee Taxes 
Paid to the Several States up' to Eighty Per Cent 
of the Federal Tax. 

As previously stated, the Federal Government can betler 
afford to give up the revenue derived from inheritance taxes 
than can the states. The committee concludes, therefore: 
t11at the rt!venue to be derived from this source should be 
made available to the states. The Federal Government has 
evidenced a recognition of the claims of the states by the 
provision of the present law which permits a credit of all 
inheritance taxes paid to the several states up to 25 per cent 
of the federal tax. An extension of this provision by the 
allowance of such a credit up to 80 per cent of the federal tax 
would accomplish several desirable objects. 

In the first place, duplication of taxation by the Federal 
and State Governments would be practically eliminated. 
Under the present laws the combined state and federal taxes 
are often far in excess of what the committee regards a 
reasonable burden. If Congress will enact a law carrying 
rates which impose a reasonable burden upon estates and will 
allow 80 per cent credit for taxes paid to the several states, 
there will be a strong incentive for all the states to promote 
uniformity by adjusting their rates so as to realize neither 
more nor less than the amount credited on the tax payable 
to the Federal Government. This provision would thus have 
a far-reaching effect in promoting uniformity among the· 
states. 

Some of the states including New York, Pennsylvania and 
Georgia have already amended their laws to take advantage 
of the credit now granted of 25 per cent and others will no 
doubt adopt similar amendments during their next legislative 
sessions. The incentive offered by a credit of 80 per cent 
would unquestionably result in amendments by the states 
which would tend to unify the state laws on a basis of 80 per 
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cent of the federal tax. Under any circumstances, the Federal 
Government would collect the federal tax in the District of 
Columbia and those states which do not take advantage of 
the law and the tax will, therefore, be substantially uniform 
throughout the United States. This will destroy the in
centive for people of wealth so to shift their residence as to 
escape the payment of all state inheritance taxes. 

Again, this provision will facilitate the eventual retire
ment of the Federal Government from the field of inherit
ance taxation. Under the existing estate-tax law the tax is dha 
and payable one year after a decedent's death and few taxes 
are paid until after the year has expired. Therefore, an 
amendment of the law produces practically no effect upon 
revenue receipts for one year. If, therefore, the proposed 
changes both as to rates and as to credits are adopted neither 
will affect the revenue receipts appreciably during the ensu
ing year. 

Moreover, although most of the states levy higher taxes 
than the Federal Government on small estates, the levies of 
few, if any, equal 80 per cent of what the federal tax will be 
on the larger estates if the committee's conclusions as to rates 
are adopted, and the states will not be able to take flIll ad
vantage of the 80 per cent credit until their laws have been 
amended. As previoUsly stated; only nine states hold regular 
legislative sessions in 1926 and ~he rest, in the absence of 
special sessions, could not adopt the necessary legislation be
fore 1927. The effect, therefore, would be a gradual reduc
tion of federal revenues extending over a period of several 

. years. In view of the decrease in federal expenditures which 
m~y reasonably be. expected this gradual loss of revenue 
would scarce!y be felt by the Federal Government. 
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The definite announcement that the Federal Govern
ment will withdraw from this field at the expiration of 
six years, and 01 the extension meantime of the credit 
provision 01 the present law without doubt will draw 
pecular attention on the part 01 state legislatures to th~ 
subject of Inheritance-tax legislation. It will be an In
citing cause and will furnish a favorable occasion for 
the general revision and reform of state legislation 
along the lines elsewhere pointed out in this report. • • 

Non.-Slnce this report was published the credit provision of the 
tPderRI law has been extended, so that at the present-time a cl·ed.t 
ot all Inheritance taxes paid to the several states up to 80 per 
cent ot the tederal tax Is allowed under the Revenue Act of lfl26. 
Although this act did not become el'l'ectlve until February 26, 1926, 
Georgla, Massachusetts, New York, Rhode Island and Virginia have 
already amended their laws' so as to take advantge of this 80 per 
cent· credit. Only a very tew of the other states have had legisla
th'e Sl'99ion9 since the tedl'ral law was amended. so that compara
tively tew ot the states have had opportunity to act. 
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7. The Federal Gift Tax Should be Abolished. 

The gift tax yielded only $7,518,129.32 during the fiscal 
year ended June 30, 1925, and $4,440,624.87 of this amount 
was collected on gifts made prior to June '2, 1924, under a 
provision which made the law retroactive. The tax, there
fore, is too insignificant to be entitled to consideration as a 
revenue measure. The committee, however,· recognizes that 
the impelling reason for the adoption of this tax was the dElI 
sire to prevent taxpayers from avoiding inheritance taxes by 
giving away portions of their estates prior to death. 

The right of Congress to tax gifts under~the Constitution 
is, to say the least, doubtful, but regardless of the question of 
the constitutionality of the law, the. tax has many objection
able features which render it more obnoxious than the e.vils 
which it was designed to correct. The chief objection to the 
tax is the unreasonable burden which it places upon legiti
mate transactions. There has been it tendency on the part 
of some to presume that all gifts which result in a reduction 
of the estate tax are made with a view to evasion. But many 
such gifts are proper and legitimate transactions made with
out any underlying purpose of avoiding taxation. Such gifts 
were not uncommon before the federal estate-tax law was 
enacted. They are frequently necessary in effecting read
justments of business and in arranging for the gradual trans
fer of management into new hands. They also arise from 
many other motives that are remote from the desire to trans
mit property without the payment of tax. The 'gift tax 
tends to stop the flow or to pervert the form of these normal. 
and legitimate transactions, which is uneconomic and harm-
ful to the public welfare. . 

The tax applies to corporations and must necessarily do so 
or its avoidance would be too simple. A corporation would 
be reluctant to give pensions to its injured or superannuated 
employees, or to pay bonuses if its gifts to these employees 
were taxed and the larger the number of employees it wishes 
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to benefit the greater the tax on the amount given to each 
employee. 

It is doubtful, moreover, whether the existing law effects 
in any appreciable degree the purpose intended. Avoidance 
is not difficult. The tax is on an annual basis and an ex
emption of $50,000 is allowed for each year. A donor, there
fore, who desires to make a large gift may by distributing 
the gift over a period of years avoid the payment of the tax. 
Furthermore, if the suggestions of this committee with refer
eIke to the' estate tax are adopted the incentive for evasion 
will be lessened by a reduction of the present inheritance-tax 
burden. 

The committee is pe~-uaded that the provision of the 
present estate-tax law which taxes transfers of property made 
in contemplation of death or intended to take effect in posses
sion or enjoyment at or after death and the accompanying 
provision that all transfers made within two years of death are 
deemed, in the ahence of refuting evidence, to be in con
templation of death, prevent illegal transactions as effectively 
as any measure which may be adopted without imposing 
unreasonable restrictions on legitimate transactions. The 
committee, therefore, concludes that tbe gift tax should be 
immediately repealed. 

Nan.-Slnce this report was published the Federal Gift Tall: hall 
Men abol1l1l".ed by the Federal Revenue Act of 1926. 
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8. Substitution by the States of Estate Tax Laws for the 
Succession Tax Laws Now Generally Employed by 
the States is Desirable. 

Inheritance taxes may be imposed either (1) in the form of 
a tax upon the estate as a whole, regardless of the number of 
beneficiaries or their relation to the testator, or (2) in the 
form of a tax on the several shares into which the estate is 
divided for transmission to the beneficiaries. III thelat\er 
form cognizance is usually taken of the relationship between 
each beneficiary and the testator. The former may be called 
the estate tax, the latter the succession tax. 

'The Federal Government at present makes use of the 
estate ta~, whereas the states, with very few exceptions, use 
the succession tax. Discussions of inheritance taxation in 
the states and. such model laws as have been suggested by 
various agendes have nearly always assumed that the suc
cession tax is permanently established as the basis of state 
death duties. This committee, however,. feels impelled to 
raise the question of the relative merits of the estate tax and 
the succession tax, and to suggest certain grounds for recon
sideration of their practice by the several states. We note 
briefly, therefore, some of the considerations involved in the 
choice between these two forms of death duties. 

In the first place there is an obvio'us advantage of simplic
ity in the estate tax. In administering it no questions need 
1:e raised as regards the situation of the several beneficiaries. 
The schedule of rates is greatly simplified. The tax may be 
immediatelY,computed as soon as the amount of the net tax
able estate is determined. This, means usually a material 
saving in time and expense both to the estate and to the gov
ernment. Under the estate tax it is relatively easy for 
the testator to determine in advance the total tax burden', 
upon the estate and so to carry out precisely his intentions 
as to the net amount which the several beneficiaries are to 
receive. 



35 

Some of the most complicated problems of inheritance 
taxation are those which arise under the succession tax laws 
in determining the tax on life estates and remainders. The 
amount of tax depends upon the number and relationship of 
persons who receive the property, but these facts cannot be 
determined as to the remainder until after the death of the 
life tenant. Some of the states, therefore, postpone the tax
ing of the remainder until the life tenant's death, while 
others have adopted arbitrary rules of determining the 'tax 
\\llich freq'uently work hardships. Upder the estate tax, since 
the amount of tax is determined upon the value of the estate 
regardless of the manner of distribution, these complicated 
problems are avoided. From the points of view both of the 
administrator and of the taxing jurisdiction, therefore, the 
greater simplicity of the estate tax and the relative speed 
with which estates may be settled are material advantages. 

On the other hand the consideration which has principally 
commended the succession tax is the fact that it makes 
distinction between the different classes of leneficiaries and 
permits of discrimination in the rates as applied to the differ
ent classes. This discrimination is almost universally carried 
out by means ·of a progressive schedule of rates, bearing 
lightly upon heirs in the direct line and increasing in sever
ity as the relationship between the l:eneficiary and the testa
tor becomes more remote. Such discrimination as to rates 
is, of course, impossible under the estate tax. 

'fhe principle that death duties should take cognizance of 
the relationship between the testator and the beneficiaries, 
favoring near relations and dependents as against collateral 
relations llnd strangers, has obtained general acceptance. 
There are substantial arguments in support of this principle, 
and it doubtless has also a weight of sentimental adherence 
which is not to be lightly regarded. Careful analysis would 
seem to indicate, however, that the importance of discrimina
tion in rates for the accomplishment of this purpose is not 
so great as is commonly supposed. 



Without· doubt the prime consideration justifying favor
able rates to dependent and closely related beneficiaries is the 
principle that the testator should not be prevented by taxa
tion from making such adequate provision for his dependents 
as his financial circumstances warrant. As a matter of fact, 
however, this principle may be carried out more effectively 
through the medium of the personal exemption than by 
means of discriminatory tax rates. H liberal exemptions are 
made in behalf of direct heirs and dependents, a fairly high 
rate of tax above the exemptions will not seriously interfe~'e 
with the testator's plan to make suitable provision for those 
dependent upon him. 

Now it is true that the exemptions provided in the ordi
nary estate taxes are without reference to the relationship of 
the testator to the beneficiaries, but this need not be so. It 
is possible to draw an estate tax so that there would be deter
mined, first, the gross estate, then the necessary deduction 
for debts, expenses, etc., leaving the net estate. From the 
net estate there may then be deducted the statutory exemp
tion, leaving a balance which would be the net taxable 
estate. The statutory exemption may be determined with 
respect to the number and relationship of the beneficiaries 
along lines similar to those fol:lowed in the ordinary succes
sion tax. In this way it would be possible to make the estate 
tax take account of the necessity of provision for the needs 
of dependents almost if not quite as satisfactorily as can be 
done under the· succession tax. 

Differential treatment of classes of heirs is not the only 
contrast which arises from- the different rate structure of the 
two types of'tax. In the form of a succession tax the tax 
is calculated with respect to each distributive share. In the 
estate ta."{. the tax is imposed upon the estate as a whole. ' In 
the succession tax the rate structure, besides being progressive 
according to degree of relationship, is progressive with Ie

spec~ to the size of the distributive share.. In the estate tax 
rates may be progressive only with respect to the size of the 
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whole estate. These differences in rate structure produce im
portant differences in the practical effects of the two types of 
tax. Under the succession tax the total amount of the tax 
paid depends upon the number of the beneficiaries as well as 
upon their relation to the testator j when an estate is split up 
among numerous beneficiaries, the taxes do not run up into 
such high brackets as if the estate were left to one beneficiary 
or only a few. In the case of the estate tax, however, two e&

lJtes of the same size will, of course, pay the same tax regard
less of the number of beneficiaries, unless there is a difference 
in the exemption. . 

As regards the distribution of the tax among the several 
beneficiaries, the whole matter is within the control of the 
testator, whichever type of tax is in effect. It is well known 
that there is a growing tendency at the present time to draw 
wills so that even the succession tax shall be paid out of the 
residuary estate, leaving to each beneficiary the clear 
amount which the testator desired him to receive. Through 
the careful drawing of wills it is thus possible to make the 
succession tax into an estate tax in practical· effect, so far as 
this particular matter is concerned. Under an estate tax 
the testator would be able to control the net amount to be 
received by each beneficiary even more effectively, on account 
of the greater simplicity of the tax and the possibility of de
termining in advance more exactly. the total amount of the 
tax obligation. 

The foregoing matters may be made clear by means of a 
simple example. Let us suppose that an estate of $600,000 
is bequeathed as follows: 

$400,000 to a widow 
100,000 to a nephew 
100,000 to a stranger 

Let us assume that the estate is subject to a succession tax 
with such progressive rates, based upon degree of relationship 
and amount of bequests, that the widow's tax is 4 per cent of 
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her share, the nephew's tax 5 per cent, and the stranger's tax 
,8 per cent. The respective taxes and the net shares are as 
follows: 

Widow ............ . 
Nephew ........... .. 
Stranger .. '" ...... . 

Tax 
$16,000 

5,000 
8,000 

Total ........ $29,000 

Net Share 

$384,000 
95,000 
92,000 

$571,000 

An equivalent estate tax would be imposed, let us say, at 
the rate of 5 per cent upon an estate of $600,000, giving a 
tax of $30,000. If the residuary estate goes to the widow this 
would reduce her share by $30,000, while making no reduc
tion in the shares received by the nephew and the stranger. 
However, the testator is in a position to counteract this effect, 
simply by leaving ,to the nephew and stranger smaller 
amounts, so that each of the three beneficiaries will finally 
receive the amounts he intended. Even under the succession 
tax the testator may provide that. the nephew and stranger 
shall receive their shares clear and that the tax be paid out 
of the widow's share, or he can simply make the shares of 
the nephew and stranger large enough so that after the de
duction of the tax each will have clear the amount he in
tended. It is evident, therefore, that whichever form the tax 
takes, the testator is in a position to have his wishes carried 
out as to the impact of the taxes, and the difference between 
the two taxes as, regards ability to pay is more apparent than 
real. The main difference from the testator's point of view is 
that his task 'is somewhat simpler in case of the estate tax 
than the succession tax. 

Differentiation in rates, according to the amount of the 
distributive share or the amount of th.e whole estate, are justi
fied by the principle of ability to pay, and it i~ evident that 
from this point of view the rate structure of the liuccession is 
more logical than that of the estate tax. At the'same time it 
should be evident, from the ease with which the testator may 
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control the clear amounts going to the several beneficiaries, 
that this argument in favor of the succession tax is not so 
strong in fact as it is in appearance. 

In view 01 the foregoing considerations, it appears to 
the committee that the succession tax, although theo
reticallr superior to the estate tax in its closer con
formitr to the abilltr of the beneficiaries, does not carrr 
adT&ntages sufficent to outweigh the more substantial 
aU1'8ntag~s of simplicitr which the estate tax presents. 
}'urt·hermore there Is the Important consideration, 
which appears when attention Is gJven to the whole 
combined problem 01 death duties, state and federal, 
that adoption of the estate tax br the states wonld 
greaUr facilitate the harmonizing of the death taxes of 
the states and the Federal Government. The commit
tee proposes elsewhere that the federal estate tax be 
retained for a limited period with material reduction in 
rates and with the granting of liberal credit on acconnt 
of state death taxes paid. As the Federal Government 
Imposes an estate tax, the union of the two taxes would 
be greatIr facilitated If the states should also Impose 
estate taxes rather than succession taxes. This would 
make It easier for the states to adapt their laws so as to 
take full advantage of the credit granted br the federal 
law. 

In spite of its conclusion in favor of the estate tax, the com
mittee, recognizing that the succession tax is strongly en
trenched at present in state legislation and in public opinion, 
has not t ased its other recommendations upon the assump
tion that there is likely to be in the near future a wholesale 
change to the estate tax. The discussions of other principles 
with reference to slate taxation which appellr in this report 
are, therefore. intended to apply both to the estate tax IlDd 
the succession tax except where specific reference is made 
to one or the other type of taxation. 
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9. Multiple Taxation of the Same Property by States. 
Shonld be A.bandoned. 

Conflicting views of the situs of property for taxation have 
led to abuses by the states which have become almost insuffer
able. In the early days of the inheritance tax a state was 
content to tax the real property located within its borders· 
and'the personal property of decedents who were residents of 
the state at the time of death. Within the last few years, 
however,?,PlOst of the states, in additi(>n to taxing all of the 
personal property of its resident decedents, have adopted laws 
whereby intangible personal property belonging to non
resident decedents is regarded as having a situs for the pur
poses of taxation within the state under certain circum
stances. By thus establishing more than one tax situs, such 
laws have necessarily brought about duplicate and multiple 
taxation of the same property. 

The situs of real estate for the purpose of taxation has 
always been regarded as fixed under the law and it is well 
settled by the Supreme Court of the United States that it can 
be taxed only where it is physically located. Therefore, no 
attempt has been made by any state to tax real estate located 
beyond its borders, with the exception of two or three states, 
which by a construction of the doctrine of equitable conver
sion have attemped to tax such property under some circum
stances. Elsewhere real estate, therefore, does not suffer the 
injustice of being taxed by more than one state. 

Whatever doubt may have existed with reference to the tax
ationof tangible personal property was definitelysettIed by the 
Supreme Court of the United States in an opinion announced 
on June 1, 1925, in the cases of Frick V8. The Common
wealth of Pennsylvania. The court held that the only situs 
for the txation of tangible personal property was the state in 
which it is physically located and that the state of domicile 
has no power to tax tangible personal property located beyond 
its borders. This decision, therefore, eliminates the possi
bility of taxation of such property by more than one state 
in the future; 



Intangible personal property according to its very nature, 
has no definite physical situs of its own, but the time honored 
maxim of the common law "mobilia 8equwntur perBonam," 
or "movables follow the person" has given it an artificial 
situs at the domicile of the owner which has long been re
spected. Every state, therefore, which has an inheritance 
tax law undertakes to tax all of the intangible property of its 
resident decedents. The great majority of them, however, in 
addition undertake to impose a tax on intangible property 
~longing to non-resident decedents when such property is 
located in the state. But the claims of the several states as 
to the location of intangible property have led to the anomaly 
of more than one situs for the same item of property. For 
example, thirty-six states impoSe a tax upon the stock of cor
porations chartered by them although the stock is owned by 
a non-resident decedent. Eleven states attempt to impose a 
taJ; upon the transfer of stock owned by a non-resident de
cedent if the corporation has property within its borders even 
though it be incorporated in another state. This provision 
has been declared unconstitutional by the highest court in 
sevefal of the states. The Supreme Court of North Carolina, 
however, upheld the tax in a caSt! which is now pending in 
the United States Supreme Court.1 Sixteen states attempt to 
tax the stock owned by a non-resident decedent even though 
the corporation be a foreign corporation, if the certificate of 
stock happens to be physically located in the state at the time 
of death.' 

If, therefore, a resident of Wisconsin should die owning 
stock of a New Jersey' corporation and the certificate of stock 
happened to be deposited in a safety deposit vault in Mis· 

I Since this report was published the case to which reference i8 
bere made bas been decided by tbe Supreme Court ot the United 
Statfo8 (Rbode INland Hospital Trust Co. v. Doughton, decided 
Marcb 1. 1926). The Supreme Court beld tbe tax unconstitutional . 

• Several of tbe states have cbanged tbeir laws witb respect to the 
taxation of Intangible property of nonresldl'ut d_dents since thl .. 
",port was published • 

• New JerBeY does not now tax Intangible propprty of non-resident 
dl'Cedenta. 
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souri, and the corporation owned property in North Carolina, 
before the property could be transferred by the executor it 
would be necessary for him to pay inheritance taxes on the 
stock to the State of Wisconsin, the State of New Jersey, the 
State of Missouri and the State of North Carolina. In addi
tion, if the estate is over $50,000, he must pay a tax to the 
Federal Government. If the stoc~ happened to be that of a 
company also incorporated in states other than those enu
merated, such other states would have to be added to the list. . . ~ 

Some railroads are incorporated in five or six states, and the 
shares of stock are taxable in each upon the death of the 
owner. The situation as to bonds, notes and other obli~ll
tions is equally deplorable, as will appear from the aCl,"Um
panying chart* showing the personal property of non-resi
dent decedents subject to tax in the variollS states. 

Theoretically, at least, these taxes might' amount to more 
than 100 per cent, and actually the multiple burdens do work 
great hardships upon estates. Information collected by this 
committee shows that these burdens are not limited to large 
estates. A resident of New Jersey whose gross estate was 
only $49,000 was recently required to pay an aggregate tax 
uf $7,112.56, or 15 per cent of the gross estate to three states. 
A gross estate of $8,458.10 in Kentucky was required to pay 
inheritance taxes aggregating $634.75, or approximately 8 
per cent to three states. An estate of only $2,000 in Ar
kansas was required to pay a tax of approximately $50 to 
another state. 

In fact, it is very probable that small and moderate estates 
suffer far more in proportIon from these conditions than the 
large estates. The owners of large estates usually employ 
competent advisors, and,by various devices, such, for example, 
as shifting investments or organizing holding corporations, 
escape the burdens to a considerable extent. The owners 
of small and moderate estates, on the other hand, seldom . 
realize the need of expert advice in such matters, and their 

• See chart in Appendix. 
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l't!tates are frequently called upon to pay taxes which could 
have been avoided by a manipulation of investments prior to 
death. 

Moreover, these conditions penalize such a diversification 
of investments as might \'Ie sought either for the promotion 
of safety or for increasing the productiveness of capital. In 
this regard also the small or moderate estate is apt to suffer 
more in proportion to size than does the large estate. 

a Excessil:e taxes, however, are not the only burden growing 
out of the mUltiple claims in regard to the situs of property. 
The inconvenience, delay and economic waste in the settle
ment of estates, which necessarily result, are often more 
oppressive than the taxes imposed. In order to determine 
whether taxes are chargeable, the laws of each state require 
the executor to secure a waiver before transferring any prop-, 
erty coming within the provisions of its laws. To secure 
these ,,"aivers it becomes necessary for the executor to pre
pare the necessary forms and such other papers as the law of 
the particular state may require. The preparation of such 
papers involves expense even though frequently, because of 
the exemptions and deductions allowed, no taxes whatever 
are payable. These forms are by no means similar in the 
,"arious states, and it is often necessary to prepare a number 
of different sets for a single estate. 

For one estate in New York formal requirements in the 
nature of inheritance-tax proceedings were required in 
twenty-two states and one foreign government, although 
prior to the decedent's death his attorneys and bankers had 
examined his securities and made many sales for the express 
purpose of avoiding multiple proceedings. Had this pre
caution not heen taken, proceedings would have been neces
sary in nearly forty states. For a recent Pennsylvania 
estate such proceedings were necessary in twenty-two different 
states, the Province of Ontario and the Federal Government. 
Numerous instances have heen found by the committee 
which show such proceedings in from ten to twenty states. 
In fact, recorda of the trust companies indicate that for 
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settling the average estate such proceedings are required in 
no less than six or eight states.· Nor is this situation con
fined to the large estates, as will appear from the following 
specific cases reported to the committee: 

Value ot Estate. 
$20,000.00 
23,386.33 
27,000.00 
,27,500.00 
28,000.00 
32,761.52 
33,584.86 

103,000.00 

, 
Number of States in which 

proceedings necessary. 

12 
9 
9 

13 
9 
6 

11 
17 

The time required to obtain the necessary waivers ranges 
from several days in some of the states to many months in 
others. In most of the states an inventory of the entire 
estate is required. No proceedings can be commenced, 
therefore, until after. the estate has been appraised. Be
cause of the many serious delays, the Corporate. Fiduciaries 
Association of New York City appointed a committee to at
tempt to work out a uniform method in obtaining waivers 
to expedite the transfer of securities of decedents whose 
estates were administered by members of the association. 
The committee wrote to each of the states inquiring whether 
the state would agree to issue waivers consenting to the im
mediate transfer of such securities upon receipt of a . cash 
deposit sufficient to cover the amount of the largest Possible 
estimated tax. As indicative of the time taken to secure a 
'Waiver which should not require more than a few days at the 
most, and also as indicative of the lack of official apprecia
tion of the importance of the time element in such trans
actions, the reply of one state official may be quoted: "The 
entire proceeding (of securing waivers) in no event requires 
more than a month to complete, which is, as we are advised, 
quite extraordinary considering the delay occasioned in most 
other jurisdictions. For this res.s:on we do not believe that 



it would be of any practical ildvantage in most cases that a 
cash deposit. be forwarded before the tax is computed." 

As the securities cannot be transferred until the tax waiver 
baa been secured from each state which may claim a tax, 
executors are frequently prevented from taking advantage of 
• favorable market in the sale of the securities. These delays, 
therefore, are more than exasperating in that they frequently 
cause • material shrinkage in the assets of the estate. A 
Cew examples will illustrate the serious loss from this cause. 

"In a recllnt Pennsylvania estate, inventoried at $53,000, 
tax proceedings were required in thirteen states other than 
the state of domicile, and more than six months elapsed 
between the death of the decedent and the receipt of the 
n~ waivers to execute the transfer. During this 
period of waiting there was a shrinkage in the value of the 
assets of the estate of about $8,500. The taxes on this estate 
amounted to $6,079.77, which, together with'the shrinkage 
caused by the tax proceedings, consumed approximately 30 

, per cent of the estate. 
In a California estate one item of stock alone declined in 

value $5,400 before tax waivers could be procured and a 
sale consummated. 

In a New York estate, after filing application for a waiver 
with another state from which it is comparatively easy to 
obtain.waivers, the executors had an opportunity to sell the 
stock for immediate delivery for $44,000; by the time the 
waivers were received the offer had been withdrawn and the 
market had dropped to $38,000, a difference of $6,000. 

In another New York case stocks in a Delaware corpora
tion which had property in Arizona were inventoried at 
$3,471.98; nearly three months were consumed in obtaining 
• waiver. In the meantime the market had dropped drastic
ally and the total proceeds from the sale of the stock was only 
$63.65. 

These non-resident taxes al80 involve a tremendous ec0-

nomic waste. In a large percentage of the cases no tax 
whatever is due, although the filing of all of the necessary 
papers is required, and frequently the costs incident to the 
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proceedings are far in excess of the tax. Ten states re
quire court proceedings and in several it is necessary to 
employ a local attorney to, conduct the proceedings. One 
state, until recently, required an ancillary administration 
and frequently the public administrator received a fee 
greater than the tax received by the state. 

The following specific cases are sufficient to illustrate the 
indefensible effects of these practices: 

In one New York estate containing securities of corpora
tions of another state, with a par value of $25,500, inve1t
toried as of the date' of death at $6,912,50, and finally sold 
for $8,166.05, it was necessary to have this portion of the 
estate administered locally in the other state. The local ad
ministrator's fee and other expenses of the local administra
tion amounted to $1,012.46,aIthough the 'taxes paid to the 
state amounted only to $320.12. The total tax and costs, 
therefore, in that state alone took 16.31 per cent of thE.' pro
ceeds from the sale of the securities. 

An estate of $150,00,0 in the District of Columbia occupied 
almost the entire time, of one person for three months to 
secure the necessary waivers and consents to the transfer of 
securities. The tax in one state on securities, which were 
valued at approximately $3,000, was $18. The cost of the 
tax proceedings in that state, however, was $230. 

In a Maryland estate six months and three days wjlre re
quired to sel!Ure the necessary consent to transfer the stock 
of one railroad. The cost of proceedings amounted to $65, 
although no tax was payable. , 

In an Illinois estate the cost in connection 'with the deter
mination of inheritance taxes in another state, amounting 
to $16.20, were $33.60; in a second' Illinois estate the cost of 
court proceedings in another state was $46.50 to determine a 
tax, of $34.36; in a third Illinois estate the expenses in con
nection with the determination, of a tax of $709.00 to another 
state were $204.50. , 

In a New York estate the total tax in nine of the states in 
which waivers were required was 66 cents; the estimated cost 
of proceedings in obtaining these waivers was $250; in an
other the total tax paid to four states was $62.72, the esti-



47 

mated C<l@t of procydings, $125.00; in a third the total tax 
paid to six states Willi $259.31, the estimated cost of pro
ceedings $175.00; in a fourth the total tax paid to ten state! 
Willi $827.37, the estimated cost of proceedings $500.00. 

In a recent estate, in order to transfer stock of a railroad 
company which Willi incorporated in Maryland and Pennsyl
vania and maintained a transfer office in New York, although 
the market \"Blue of the stock Willi not more than $100 and 
the tax liahility considerably less than a dollar, it Willi neces
sa'ty to preJ>are and file three copies of the will, two of which 
had to be certified, three certified copies of the letters testa
mentary; two applications under oath for appraisal; six 
schedules setting forth assets and liabilities; a copy of the 
petition for letters; a copy of the executor's bond; an order 
of court; a resolution of the board of directors of the cor
porate executor; evidence of payment of the transfer taxes; 
an affidavit of no indebtedness in Pennsylvania; a Pennsyl
\"Bnia short certificate; a New York inheritance tax waiver, 
and a Pennsylvania inheritance tax waiver. When the costs 
and the time and labor of the executor are considered, it is 
exceedingly doubtful ,,·hether the value of the stock justified 
the trouble and expense of transfer. 

In a Kentucky estate, in order to transfer twelve shares of 
stock of a corporation chartered in another state, the market 
\"Blue of which Willi $10 per share, or. $120, it was necessary 
to furnish certified copies of the will, settlements and inven
tories at a cost of $10 and to write thirty letters. A tax of 
$15 Willi assessed on the property, which, together with the 
cost, amounted to 21 per cent of the value of the property, 
which is now worthless. 

These unconscionable abuses are sufficient in them
sehel to bring condemnation upon the entire Inher
Itance-tax Ifstem and are a reflection upon the Intelli
gence and common lense of the American people. Anf 
attempted lolution of Inheritance-tax problems, there
fore, which doel not eliminate the nils of non-resident 
taxation will be futile Indeed. 
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10. Intangible Personal Property Shonld be Taxed Onl, 
" by the State of Domicile of the Decedent. 

The death taxes of each state, whether an estate tax or 
succession" taxes are imposed, should apply to the following 
classes of property: 

1. When transferred by resident decedent--
(a) Real property within the state. • .-
(b) Tangible personal property except that which 

has an actual situs outside the state. 
(c) Intangible personal prop~rty wherever located. 

2 •. When transferred by non-resident decedent--
(a) Real property located within the state. 
(b) Tangible personal property having an actual 

situs within the state . 

.As heretofore stated, real estate and tangible personal 
property can be taxed only by the state in which they 
have a physical situs. It is, therefore, in the case of 
intangible personal property that the diffic)llties arise. 
The committee is convinced that the only equitable and 
practicable rule is that which grants to the state of 
domicile the exclusiv.e right to tax intangible property 
and takes away all right to tax intangible property of 
non-resIdent decedents. 

The foregoing is, in the opinion of the committee, the 
ideal arrangement. it is recognized, however, that many 
states may be reluctant to give up entirely and immediately 
the claim which they have previously exercised against the 
intangible property of non-residents. While the committee 
is firmly convinced that the taxation of such property is 
wrong in principle and should cease, it would suggest that 
those states which do not see their way to adopt this program 
in full should content themselves with a 2 per cent tax upon" 
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lIoch property in accordance with the so-called Matthews 
plan as developed in New York, with a reciprocal provision 
such as ia now employed in Connecticut, Massachusetts, New 
York and Pennsylvania. 

Under the Matthews plan, a flat tax of 2 per cent is im· 
posed upon all personal property within the jurisdiction or 
the state, belonging to a non-resident decedent. The tax is 
the same, regardless of the size of the decedent's gross estate 
IlDd regardless of the relationship of the beneficiaries to whom 
thtl property passes. It ia necessary, therefore, merely for 
an executor to file with the state authorities a statement 
under oath showing the amount of property within the state 
and the value thereof at the time of decedent's death. Upon 
the receipt of such a statement, the tax can immediately be 
determined, and upon payment of the tax a waiver can im
mediately be issued. No inventories, letters of administra
tion, wills or other papers are required to be filed. The pro
cedure ia simple, direct and speedy. This method of assess
ing non-resident property, therefore, eliminates much of the 
inconvenience, expense and delay incident to the other 
methods in use. 

New York has developed this plan by adding an optional 
provision whereby an executor may report the assets and 
liabilities of the estate and pay a tax of 3 per cent upon the 
value of the property located in New York after deducting 
therefrom that proportion of deductions and exemptions 
which the nlue of the New York property bears to the value 
of the entire estate wherever situated. Under the Matthews 
plan, which allows no deductions whatever, insolvent estates 
have bt>en req\Jired at times tQ pay taxes to transfer property 
which was located in a state other than that in which the 
decedent resided at the time of death. This injustice is 
eliminated by the New York optional provision. Notwith
standing the fact that the rate is higher and that far more 
detailed reports are required to be filed under this provision, 
it.ia an advantage to estates in which thE' debts and other 
obligations substantially reduce the gross assets. 
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The reciprocal provision referred to provides that no tax 
is payable on the intangible personal property of a non
resident decedent if thll decedent was a resident of a state or 
territory of the United States which at the time of the trans
fer does not tax the property of decedents of the enacting 
state or hOas in its laws a reciprocal provision of similar 
intent. 

FREDERIC A. DELANO, 
Ohairman; 

WILLIAM BAILEY. . 
WILLIAM B. BELKNAPP. 
STUART W. CRAMER. 
FRED R. FAIRCHILD. 
MARK GRAVES. 
ROY C. OSGOOD. 
CARL C. PLEHN. 

NOTE.-:-Mr. Samuel Lord died before the completion of 
the report. 
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OUTLINE OF PRINCIPLES INCORPORATE~ 
IN MODEL LAWS 

The resolution adopted at the Conference of InJ1erit
ance and Estate Taxation in Washington, D. C.; Feb
ruary 19-20, 1925, directed the committee appointed 
thereunder to formulate such plans, model laws and 
't'ecommendations as it saw fit and to present these 
for consideration to the Congress, the State Legisla
tures and committees thereof, and to the proper offi
cials and branches of government having in charge the 
levying and administration of death taxes. 

After a careful consideration of the forms of in
heritance taxation now employed in the United States 
the committee concluded as set forth on page 34 that 
"Substitution by the states of estate tax laws for the 
succession -tax laws now generally employed by the 
states is desirable." Recognizing, however, the fact 
that some of the states would hesitate to make such a 
change immediately the committee deemed it advisable 
to draft a model estate tax law and also a model suc
cession tax law. 

The principles which should be incorporated in the 
drafting of such laws were carefully considered and 
unanimously agreed upon, and an outline of these prin
ciples is presented herewith immediately preceding the 
drafts of the two laws. 

TRANSFF.RS SUBJECT TO TAX. 

The tax should apply to the transfer of property 
either (1) by will or the statute of descent or distribu
tion or (2) without an equivalent money consideration, 
either (a) in contemplation 'of death or (b) intended 
to take effect in possession or enjoyment at or after 
death. AU such transfers made within two years prior 
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to death should raise. a statutory presumption (not a 
statutory. conclusion) that the transfer is made in con
templation of death. In view of the recent decision 
of the United States Supreme Court in the case of 
Schlesinger et al. VS~ State of Wisconsin et al., de
cided ,March 1, 1926, it is very doubtful whether a COll

clusive presumption would be valid. 
As regards contracts in contemplation of death~ the 

committee concludes that antenuptial agreements pro
viding for payment by will should be regarded ~s 
creating a debt against the estate and should not be 
taxed. Other agreements to will should be taxable as 
transfers by will in equity or as gifts intended to take 
effect in possessioll and enjoyment at or after death 
but should not be taxed where they are supported by 
c~msideration of equivalent money value. 

LIFE INSURANCE. 

The committee concludes that it would be better 
public policy-at least for the present-to tax only 
such life insurance proceeds as are payable to the 
estate in such a manner as to be subject to. claims 
against the estate and to be subject to distribution as 
part of the estate. This does not contemplate taxing 
the proceeds of life insurance policies payable to 
named beneficiaries whether in trust or otherwise. 

REVOCABLE· TRUSTS. 

The committee concludes that trusts containing an 
unrestricted power of revocation should be taxable to 
the maker of the trust; but that revocable trusts; where 
the trust provides that a portion of the property may 
not be revested in a trustor, should not be taxed except 
as to the portion which may revest in the trustor. The 
foregoing of course does not apply to a trust where the 
donor reserves the life income. 
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PROPERTY PREVIOUSLY '!'AXED. 

Transfers of property which have paid the transfer 
tax or taxes within five years should be taxed in the 
usual way, but a credit against the tax assessed should 
be allowed of the amount of taxes paid on the same 
property in respect of transfers occurring within a 
five-year period. 

TRANSFERSN pT TAXABLE. 

The committee concludes that all transfers to edu
cational, religious, or charitable institutions, societies, 
or associations, and all transfers in trust for educa
tional, religious or charitable purposes, and all trans
fers to the United States, any state, city, town, or 
public institution for public purposes should be exempt 
from the tax. The committee does not believe it is 
sound policy for any state to limit this exemption to 
institutions or uses within the state or even within the 
United States. 

ADMINISTRATION. 

The c01nmitte~ is of the opinion that the estate or 
inheritance tax should be administered by the state 
and not by the local jurisdiction. Where there is a 
state tax commission or commissioner, such commis
sion or commissioner should have charge of the ad
ministration of the tax. There should be provision for 
the fair appraisal of the property of decedents, either 
by officials of the state tax commission or others under 
the direction of the anthority in charge of the admin
istration of the tax. There should be provision for the 
appointment of special appraisers technically quali
fied to value peculiar kinds of property. Provision 
should be made whereby the central administering 
authority may secure or have reported to it informa-
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tion concerning the estate being probated. If. the re
port method is used there should be imposed upon the 
appropriate officer of each probate court or other court 
exercising similar jurisdiction the duty of reporting 
to the central tax· authority such information as may 
be required for the administration of the estate or 
inheritance tax. The assessment should be based on 
the full and fail' cash value. 

Notice of the value placed upon property trans
ferred and of the amoun1l of the tax should be givene 
to the executor, administrator, trustee, or other per
son liable for the payment of the tax, and there should 
be provision for an appeal to the courts from a de
cision of the taxing official. 

The tax shoulq. be due and payable at the date of 
death with a ~iscount for payment made within some 
reasonable time, as six months, and for interest upon 
payment made after a certain time, as nine or twelve 
months. It should also be provided that in case the 
amount of the tax is more than 5% of the value of 
the net estate, payment shall be due in installments 
according to some such rule as the following: An 
amount equal to 5% of the value of the net estate 
due and payable at the date of death; an additional 
amount not exceeding 5% of the value of the net 
estate due and payable one year after the date of 
death; and the balance of the tax, if any, due and 
payable two years after the date of death. In every 
case where the amount of the tax thus exceeds 5% of 
the value of the estate and payment ill. installments 
is permitted, a discount should be granted for pay
ment of the entire tax within six months after the 
date of death. 
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MODEL LAWS 

SUCCESSION TAX LAW 
SECTION 1 

TilANSf'EB8 TAXABLE 

8UBDlVlSJOlf L Tatll Of!. Tram
fer, of Propertu.-A tax 18 here
by Impolled, under the conditions 
and "ubject to the exemptions 
IIlId limitations hereinafter pre
scrllll'd, upon transfers, In trust 
or otherwise, of the tollowlng 
property, or any interest therein 
or Income therefrom: 

a. When the transfer is' from a 
resident of this state-

(1) Real property situated in 
tbls state-

(2) Tangible pel"8Onal proper· 
ty, except such as bas an 
a<."tual situs wltbout this 
state-

(3) All Intangible personal 
property. 

b. When the transfer Is trom a 
nonresldl'nt ot this state

(1) Real property situated In 
this .tate-

(2) Taogible penwnol proper
ty which hll8 an actual 
IIltUS In this State. 

8UBI)JVlSJON 2. Tranllfef" TGtII
able.-Tbe transfers enumerated 
In 8ubdh'lslon one ot this section 
Illiall be taxable It made-

•. By will. 
b. By statute. regulating de

*'f'nt and dlstrlbutlon ot 
property upoo the death of 
the owoer. 

('. In ('olltt'mplatlon ot (ll'ath 
or the traosrt'ror; and aoy 
transfer ot property mode by 
a person within two years 
prior to death, shall, unles!! 
"hown to the contrary, be 
dl'eIDt'd to have bet'n made 
In contemplation ot death. 

ESTATE TAX LAW 
SECTION 1. 

EsTATES TAXABLE 

SUBDIVISION 1. Tail: Of!. Tram
fer. of Estate. of Decedent8.-A 
tax Is hereby imposed, under tbe 
eonditloos aod subject to tbe ex
emptions and limitations berein
after prescribed, upon transfers 
ot net estatt's of decedents. 

SUBDIVISION 2. 0r01l8 Estate.
Tbe gross estate sball ioclude 
tbe following property, or any 
iott'rest tberein, owned by a de
(-edl'ot at tbe time ot deatb or 
traosferred by blm prior to deatb 
08 herein provided: 

a. It a resident ot tbis state 
at tbe time ot deatb-

(1) Real property situated io 
tbis state; 

(2) Tangible personal prop
erty, exct'pt sucb as bas 
an actual situs wltbout 
tbis state; 

(3) A II Intangible personal 
property. 

b. If a nonresident ot this state 
at tbe time ot death-

(1) Real property situated in 
tbls state; 

(2) Tangible personal prop
erty wblch has an actual 
situs in this state. 

e. It a rt'sldl'nt, any property 
spectfted in paragraph (a) 
nnd, it a nonrl'8ldl'lIt, any 
proJl('rty specllll'd in para
!O"apb (b) traosferred by the 
dl'cedt'nt prior to aod In COD
templatioo ot deatb IUId 
any traoKfer ot any such 
property made by a lJerson 
within two years prior to 
death, sball, unless sbown to 
the ('Ootrary. be deemed to 
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d. By gift or grant intended to 
take effect in possession or 
enjoyment at or after the 
death of the transferor. A 
transfer of property in re· 
spect of which the transferor 
reserves to himself a life in· 
come or interest shaH be 
deemed to have been intend· 
ed to take effect in posses· 
sion or enjoyment at death. 

e. In payment of a claim 
against the estate of a de· 
ceased. person arising from a 
contract made by him and 
payable by its terms at or. 
after his death, but a claim 
created by an ante-nuptial 
agreement made payable by 
will shall be considered as 
creating a debt against the 
estate and shall not consti· 
tute a taxable transfer. 

f. If any transfer specified in 
paragraphs c, d, and e, of 
this subdivision is made for 
a valuable consideration, so 
much thereof as is the 
equivalent in money value of 
the money value of the con
sideration received by the 
transferor shall not be tax· 
able but the remaining POI'· 
tion shall be. 

ha·ve been made in contem· 
plation of death. 

d. If a resident, any property 
specified in paragraph (a) 
and, if a nonresident, any 
property specified in para· 
graph (b) transferred by the 
decedent prior to death by 
gift or grant intended to take 
effect in possession or en· 
joyment at or after death. 
A transfer of property in 
respect of which the decedent 
reserved to himself a life in
terest, shall be deemed to 
have been intended to take 
effect in possession or enjoy· 
ment at death. 

e. If any transfer of property 
specified in paragraphs ( c) 
or (d) was made for a valu· 
able consideration, so much 
thereof as is the equivalent 
in money value of the money 
value of the consideration 
received by the transferor 
shall not be included in the 
gross estate, but the remain· 
ing portion shall be. 

(NOTEs.-The state of residence of the transferor may tax the 
transfer of all property. real or personal, tangible or intangible, 
owned by him or in which he may have an interest, except that it 
has no jurisdiction to tax real or tangible personal property situated 
outside the state, which property may only be taxM by the state of 
actual situs. This draft of a model law is prepared for the purpose 
of carrying into effect the conclusion of the committee that mul· 
tiple taxation of property of decedents' estates sho-uld be abolished 
and. for that reason provision is made for a nonresident tax on 
only such property as the state imposing the tax has sole juris
diction to tax. The committee recognizes that some states may be 
unwilling at first to. abandon their present nonresident taxes on 
other classes of property. Where this is so, the committee recom· 
mends the imposition· of a fiat rate tax (not to exceed two per 
cent) on properties of nonresidents, coupled with a reciprocal ex· 
emption provision whereby such tllx will· be waived if the juris
diction of residence of the transferor does not impose nonresident 
taxes or has a like reciprocal prOVision. Precedents for a fiat rate 
statute may be found in the laws of New Hampshire, New York 



57 

and othl'r IItates. A draft of a model reciprocal exemption pro
vlstoD will be fouDd at page 77. 

Paragraph c. of lubdivisloD 2, creates a presumptioD that a 
traD8fer of property within two yeara prior to dl'ath was made iD 
contemplatioD of death but the presumptioD ill not couclusive and 
may be I"l'butted. ID view of the ~nt decisioD of the United States 
Nupreme Court ID the caRe of Sehll'Singer e' al. tI. State of Wiscon
liD et 0'., decided March 1, 1926, It Is very doubtful whether a con
clUllive presumptioD would be valid. 

The IIl'COnd sentence of paragraph d, subdivision 2, will be Ull
n_ry In those states in which without statutory provision a 
transter with I"l'8ervation of a life Interest Is held to be a transfer 
\ptended to take effect at death. 

A tax III not Imposed npon transfers other than by·will or intestate 
lawa where there was a substantially equivalent monetary considera
tion for the transter. In other words, such tranall'rs are taxed only 
whue they are donative In character. 

The pro,·IRlon for taxing claims of creditors arising from contracts, 
Is dellgned to prevent evasion of the tax.) 

SUBDIVlSIOlf 3. Proper'l/ Held 
." lite JoiM Name. of Two or 
Jlore Per.OfI.t.-Whenever prop
erty Is held In the joint names of 
two or more persons as joint ten
ants or tenants by the entirety or 
otherwise, or Is deposited ID 
banta or other institutions or d,' 
posltanes In the joint names of 
two or more persons and payable 
to the lurvlvor or survivors, 
upon the death ot one ot lIuch 
persona, the right ot the lIurvlvor 
or .urvlvors to tbe immediate 
ownership or posseulon and en
Joyment ot aucb property .hall 
be a taxable transfer and the tax 
sball be computed: 

a. It a tenanl'Y by the l'n
tlrety, aa tbough one-halt of 
the property belon~ abso
lutely to the deceased tenant. 
and had been bequeathed or 
devlRed to the survivor or 
survlvora by wlll. and 

b. In all other calOell, aR though 
a tractional part ot the prop
prty. dptermlned by dIviding 
tbe value ot the l'nUre prop
l'rty by tbe numbl'r ot pt'r-
1I0nl In whose Joint namN It 
was held, belonged abllO-

SUBDIVISION 3. Propertl/ Held. ,n '''e JO(,,' Name. of two or 
Jlore PerlOfll.-Whenl'ver prop
erty was held in the joint names 
of the decedent and one or more 
other persons as joint tenants. or 
tenants by the entirety, or other
wise, or was deposited in banks 
or other Institutions or deposl
torll'8 In the joint names of the 
decedent and one or more other 
persons and payable to the sur
vivor or survivors. so tbat upon 
the death ot the decedent the 
survivor or survivors became en
titled to the Immediate owner
ship or pos_slon and enjoyment 
ot such propt'rty, there shall be 
Included In the gross estate--

a. It a tenanry by the entirl'ty, 
one-halt ot the value of such 
propt'rty, and 

b. In all other cases a frac
tional part of tbe value ot 
such property dl'termlned by 
dividing the value of the en
tire property by the num
ber of pt'r80ns In whose joint 
namell It wall held. If the 
dl'Ct'dent wall a resident this 
subdivision shall apply only 
to the property specified In 
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lutely to the deceased person; 
and had been bequeathed or 
devised to the survivor or 
survivors by will. 

paragraph (a) of subdivision 
2 of this section, or, if, a 
nonresident, to the property 
specified in paragraph, (b) 
of said subdivision. 

(NOTE.-It is deemed essential to tax the vesting in the survivors 
of jointly held property as this has been one of the most common 
methods of transferring property at death without tax. Some 
states tax the amount contributed by the decedent to the joint estate, 
some tax the entire value of the property against the surnvors, but 
the provision here contained is deemed to be more practicable for 
administrative purposes and conforms to the Federal rule.) 

SUBDIVISION 4. Life Insur
ance.-Proceeds of insurance 
policies on the life of a decedent 
payable in such manner as to be 
subject to claims against his 
estate and to distribution as a 
part thereof shall be taxable. 

• 
SUBDIVISION 4. Life Insur-

ance.-If the decedent was a 
resi dent the gross estate shall 
include the proceeds of insurance 
policies on his life payable in 
such manner as to be subject to 
('laims against his estate and to 
distribution as a part thereof. 

(NOTE.-Urider the foregoing provision, life insurance payable to 
named beneficiaries would not be 'subject to tax. This is considered 
good policy unless the future shall develop abuses which call for a 
more drastic pro'l"ision.) 

SUBDIVISION 5. Revocable 
Tt'UBfs.--A transfer of property 
by deed of trust heretofore or 
hereafter made wherein the 
trustor reserved to himself, or to 
himself and others, powers of 
re'l"ocation, alteration or amend
ment, upon the exercise of which 
the property would revest in him, 
shall upon the death of the 
trustor be taxable to the' extent 
of the value of the property, sub
ject to such powers and with re
spect to which such powers re
mained unexercised. 

SUBDIVISION 5. Rev 0 cab I e 
Tt·u.~ts.-The gross estate of a 
resident shall include property 
!<pccified in paragraph (a) of 
subdivision 2 of this section, and 
the gross estate of a nonresident 
shall include property specified in 
paragraph (b) thereof,' trans
ferred by the decedent by deed 
of trust wherein he reserved to 
himself, or to himself and others, 
powers of revocation, alteration 
or amendment, upon the exercise 
of which such property would re
vest in him, to the extent of the 
value of the property subject to 
such powers and with respect to 
which snch powers remained un
exercised. 

(NOTE.--One of the common methods of evading death taxes has 
heen through the medium of revocable trusts which in many juris, 
dictions are not construed as gifts intended to take effect in posses
sion or enjoyment at or after death. This subdivision prevents the 
use of this subterfuge.) 
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81:801\"1SIOl( 6. Tramfer. '0 
E.roctllor. and Trustee, ~" Lku 
01 Commudoll,.-If property is 
transterred to executors or 
tnlllteee In lieu ot tbeir com
ml88lolnl or allowances, the ex
( ....... In value ot tbe property 80 
transterred above the amount ot 
('OmmlsMlon8 or allowances wblcb 
would be payahle In the absence 
ot Rucb transter, sball be taxable. 

I NOTIl.-This is to pre"ent evasion ot taxation by making devises 
or ~ue8ts to executors or trustee"! in lieu ot commissions or allow
ances and in excess of the amounts wblcb would otberwise be pay
able to tbem.) 

SUBDIVISIOI'r 7. Dower and 
C"rtC'/f.-The ,'eHting In a wite 
of a dower Interpllt upon tbe 
deatb ot ber husband, or In the 
hu~band of an Interest as tenant 
by the curtesy upon the death 
ot his wlte or his right to suc· 
C'ef'd to the personal property of 
hili wlte dying Intestate leaving 
no dCllcendants her surviving, or 
any transter ot property In any 
nther }Danner by operation of 
law upon tbe deatb of any per· 
son, "",11 be deemed a transter 
tllxable under thill act. 

(NOTEB.-All property tl'anlltel'red at deatb sbould be subject to 
taxation and tbls Ineludes dower and eurtesy Interests, etc. Any 
allowance whkh Is tbougbt proper to a wife, husband or neal' 
relatives, sbould be taken care of lIy au exemption. It, for example, 
dower I, not taxed, the wife who receives real property will be 
suhJect to a lesller tax than the wife who receives personal property 
ot the same value. 

No provIsion Is made In tbe toregolng section with reference to 
the taxation of property transterred subject to a power of appoint· 
ment and luch property would therefore be taxable as a transfer 
In the estate of the donor a~ainHt the persons who take under the 
exercise of the power, or, If the power be not exercised, against the 
dpvlscetl and lega tees or heirs and dlstrlbutees of the donor. 

Tbe CommlttPe Is ot the opinion that this Is the proper method ot 
taxing Ruch a tranRfer In view ot the tact that the property passes 
from the PIItate of the donor whether or not the power Is exercised. 
Kome states. howevpr, bave seen flt to tax the transfer of the prop
erty In the estate ot the donPe a8 If It belonged to the donee. This 
may be done If the power Is eIprclHl"d but In several states at lea~t 
taxation In the !'state ot the donl'e. where the power Is not exercised, 
I. "'\tbln constitutional prohIbition.) 
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SECTION 2 

RATES OF TAX; EXEMPTIONS; 
DEDUCTIONS; ETC. 

SUBDIVISION 1. 'Rate8 of Tax.
The tax' imposed hereby shall be 
at the following rates: 

Upon 
transfers to 

persons or 
corporations 

in-

On the value of the 
property transferred 

in excess of the 
exemption 

Class A: 
1% .. 
2% .. 

Not exceeding $50,000. 
Over $50,000 and not 

exceeding $100,000. 
3%.. Over $100,000 and not 

exceeding $200,000. 
4% .. Over $200,000 and not 

exceeding $300,000. 
5% .. Over $300,000 and not 

exceeding $500,000. 
6% .. Over $500,000 and not 

exceeding $700,000. 
7%.. Over $700,000 and not 

exceeding $1,000,000. 
8%.. Over $1,000,000 and not 

exceeding $1,500,000. 
100/0" Over $1,500,000 and not 

exceeding $5,000,000. 
150/0 •. Over $5.000,000. 

Class B: 
5% .• 
8% .. 

100/0 •• 

12% .• 

15% .. 

20% .. 
Class C: 

7% .• 
10% .. 

12% .. 

15% .. 

20% .. 

25% .• 

Not exceeding $100,000. 
Over $100,000 and not 

exceeding $200,000. 
Over $200,000 and not 

exceeding $500,000. 
Over $500,000 and not 

exceeding $1,000,000. 
bver $1,000,000 and not 

exceeding $5,000,000. 
Over $5,000,000. 

Not exceeding $100,000. 
Over $100,000 and not 

exceeding $200,000. 
Over $200,000 and not 

exceeding $500,000. 
OVl'r $500,000 and not 

exceeding $1,000,000. 
Over $1,000,000 and not 

exceeding $5,000,000. 
Over $5,000,000. 

SECTION 2 

RATES OF TAX; DEDUCTIONS IN 
DI!lTEIWINING NET ESTATE ; 
CREDITS AGAINST THE TAX. 

SUBDIVISION 1. Rate8 of Tax.-
'l'he tax imposed hereby shall be 
at the following rates: 

Rate On the value of the 
net estate--

·1 % .. Not in excess of $50,000. 
2% .. Over $50,000 and -not 

exceeding $100,000., 
3% .. Over $100,000 and not 

exceeding $200,000. 
4%.. Over $200,000 and not 

exceeding $3QO,OOO. 
5% .. Over $300,000 and not 

exceeding $500,000. 
6% .. Over $500,000 and not 

exceeding $700,000. 
7% .. Over $700,000 and not 

exceeding $1,000,000. 
8%.. Over $1,000,000 and not 

exceeding $1,500,000. 
10% ., Over $1,500,000 and not 

exceeding $5;000,000. 
15%.. Over $5,000,000. 
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The following beneficiaries 
Iball be Included In 
::la.. A-Huaband, .wlfe, lineal 

ancestor, lineal descendant, 
daugbter-In-law, son-In-law, 
legall7 adopted cbl1d, lteP. 
eblld, anJ' cblld to Whom the 
tranaferor for not 1_ than ten 
,eara prior to the transfer 
.tood In the mutuallJ' aclmowl
edred relationship of parent, 
provided that luch relation
lIl1lp began at or before the 
chlld'i Mteenth blrthdaJ' and 
Wal contlnuoua for at least 
, ... Id ten yeara thereafter, and 
tbe lineal deeceDdant ot an 
'1ldopted chlld, Itepchlld or mu
~uallJ' aclmowledged cbl1d. 
.u B-Brother, llater, brother
'-law, luter-In-law, nephew, 
Ieee, lineal descendant of any 
,t the foregoing, wife or widow 
.t a nephew, or busband ot a 
'Ieee. 
AI O-All otber personl and 
.rporatloua not exempt from 
\utlon under thll act. 

1000.-Reterence la made to the third conclusion ot the committee 
thediacUl810n In thecommlttee'l report wltb respect thereto (page 
whlcb leU torth In detail the principles upon which the foregoing 
achedulee are based. These rates are not Intended to present 
rbltrar;r precedent but are merely suggestive ot what tbe com
.. bellevee would under ordlnar;r conditlons be fair. It 18 recog
I tbat varying conditions may dictate different rate schedule8 
that graduated ratel maJ' not be permissible In some statea. So 
al the present United States eatate tax law Is In elrect, It would 
~ that the ratel of an estate tax should not be lese than will 
'tce the maximum amount ot credit allowed against the Fed

x.) 

.omaloK 2. B"emplloM.
'here Ihall be exempt from 1. tax Impoled bJ' this act 
Ll transtera to or for the 

ot the United State .. any 
at. or terrltor;r, or Rny po-
;leal lubdlvlslon thereof. 
e Dutrlct of Columbia, anJ' 
,bUe luatltutlon tor exclu
re17 publlc purposea, or 
Y corporation, luatltutlon, 
,let7, alaociatlon, or troll, 

SUBDIVISION 2. DeducU&JIII ill 
Del_',"", Ne' E"a'e.-The 
value of the net estate shall be 
determined by deducting from 
the value ot the gross estate-

a. An exemption, not exceeding 
the amount specUled In each 
case, ot the value of property 
transterred to eRch ot the 
toll owing beneficiaries-

(1) Wlte, not ex(:eedlng ..•• 
dollara ; 
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wheresoever'incorporated or 
organized, formed for chari
table, educational or reli
gious purposes, provided that 
the property transferred is 
to be used exclusively for 
one or 'more of such pur
poses; but no such transfer 
shall be so exempt if any 
officer, member, shareholder 
or employee of such corpora
tion, institution, society, as
sociation, or trust shall re
ceive or may be lawfully en
titled to receive any pecuni
ary profit from the operation 
thereof, except reasonable 
compensation for services in 
effecting one or more of such 
purposes or as proper bene~
ciaries of a strictly chal'l
table purpose, or if the or
ganization of any such 
corporation, institution, so
ciety, association, or trust 
for any of the foregoing 
avowed purposes be a guise 
or pretense for directly or in
directly making for it, or for 
any of its officers, members, 
shareholders or employees, 
any other pecuniary profit, 
or if it be not in good faith 
organized or conducted for 
one or more of such pur
poses. 

b. Transfers to a wife shall be 
taxable only to the extent 
that the value of the prop
erty'transferred exceeds .... 
.... dollars and transfers to 
any ,other person in Class A 
shall be taxable only to the, 
extent that the value of the 
property exceeds .... dollars. 
No transfer to any person or 
corporation in Classes Band 
C shall be taxable unless the 
value of the property ex
ceeds five hundred dollars. 

SUBDIVISION 3. Deductiona.
In determining the ,-alue of prop
erty transferred by will or intes-

(2) Husband, not exceedin ; 
.... dollars; 

(3) Lineal ancestor or de
scendant' legally adopt ~ 
child, stepchild, any chil J 
to whom the decedent fo l' 

not less than ten year s 
prior to death stood in t e 
mutually acknowledged r ~
lationship of parent, pr )
vided that such relatio: n
ship began at or before t le 
child's fifteenth birtlW y 
and was continuous for at 
least ten years thereaft ,'olr, 
and the lineal descend ,nt 
of an adopted child, st· :II
child or mutually aCkno wl
edged child, 'not exceed 'ng 
.... dollars; 

(4) Brother or sister not ex
ceeding ~... dollar ;. 

b. An exemption of one t~ ou
sand dollars if no proPfprty 
passes to any of the b.;~ne
ficiaries enumerated in ~ua
graph (a) of this SUbdivi1Jion. 
or, if the aggregate of} the 
value of the property ~ss
ing to such beneficiarieis is 
less than one· tho u s ~1 n d 
dollars. 

c. The value of all projlerty 
taxable under this act t,rans
ferred to or for the use (I)f the 
United States, any sta'te or 
territory or any po;ljtical 
subdivisi'on thereof,the Dis
trict of Columbia,' any pmbllc 
institution for exclmlively 
public purposes, or any; .cor
poration, institution, soplety, 
association, or trust, where
soever incorporated or :orga
nized, formed for charitable, 
educational or religiou~ pur
poses, provided that the 
property is to be used -exclu
sively for one or more of 
such purposes; but no ?educ
tion shall be aUowed")n ae
count of propprty trans,ferred 
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tate law" the tollowlng deduc. 
tlon8 and no othel'1l shall be al· 
lowed trom the tull and talr CB8h 
value ot tlie property to which 
the transfer relate.: 

•. Dt>bts of the transferor 
which constitute lawtul 
claims agaln8t hi. estate; 

b. Tax_ 
(1) On real property within 

thl. Rtate which were a 
lien at the date ot the 
transferor'. death; 

(2) On per80nal PI"Opprty ot 
the transferor which con· 
Rtltuted a personal oblige. 
gatlon during ht .. lifetime 
or were a IIpn at the time 
ot death; 

(3) Income taxes on the In· 
come ot the transferor to 
the date ot death. 

c, Death taxeR paid or payable 
to other Jurisdictions on In· 
tangible pprsonal property 
and United States e8tate 
taxe.; 

d. Special aS8P8sments which rt tbe time ot death of the 
transferor were a lien on 
rNI property located within 
thlR Btate; 

e. Funeral expenseB and all 
amounts not eXCPedlnll: five 
hundred dollal'1l actually px· 
pended or to be exppnded for 
a memorial; 

f. CommlsslonR of executorR, 
administrators and trustees; 

g. ExpenRes ot administration, 
Including reasonable at· 
torney.' tee", 

Mortpges on real property 
and tana and special asses ... 
menta which constitute a lien on 
real property shall be d'¥lucted 
only from the value of the prop
('rty on which they are a lien. 
Death taxes paId or payable to 
otber JurisdictIons on IntangIble 
persoual prope~y shall be de· 

to any such corporation.. in· 
stitution, society, association, 
or trust, It any oOlcer, memo 
ber, 8hareholder or employl!e 
thereot 8hall receive or may 
be lawtully entitled to reo 
celve any pecuniary profit 
trom the operation thereof, 
except reasonable commen· 
sation tor services In effect· 
Ing one or more ot such pur
poses or as proper benefici
aries of a strictly charitable 
purpose, or If the organiza· 
tion ot any such'corporation, 
Institution, society, associa
tion, or trust for any ot the 
foregoing avowed purposes be 
a guise or pretense tor di
rectly or indirectly making 
tor it, or tor any of its 00l
cers, members, 8hareholders 
or employees, any 9ther pe
cuniary profit, or it it be not 
In good taith organized or 
eonducted for one or more 
ot 8uch purposes. ~ 

d. Debts ot the decedent which 
eonstltute lawful c I a I m s 
against his estate. 

e.Taxes--
(1) On real property within 

thl8 8tate which were a 
lien at the date ot death; 

(2) On personal property ot 
the decedent which eon
stltuted a personal obliga
tion during his Ilfetime, 
or were a lien at the time 

'ot death; 
(3) Income taxes on the in

eome ot the decedent to 
the date ot death. 

t. Death taxes paid or payable 
to other Jurl8dlctlons on in
tangible personal property 
and United StaW8 estate 
taxes. 

g. Special assessments which 
at the time of the decedent's 
death were • lien on real 



64 

ducted from the value of the 
property on which they were im
posed. 

In the case of a transfer other 
than by will or intestate laws, 
the only deductions permitted 
shall be liens subject to which 
the transfer Is made and trans
fer taxes paid or payable to 
other jurisdictions on intangible 
personal property. 

In the case of the estate of a 
nonresident, only such portion of 
tl:)e aforesaid dedut1:ioDs shall be 
allowed as is properly chargeable 
against the propel1:y the transfer 
of which is subject to taxation .. 

property located' within this 
state. 

h. Funeral expenses, and all 
amounts not exceeding five 
hundred. dollars actually ex
pended or to be expended for. 
a ~emoriaI. 

i. Coml¢ssious of executors, 
administrators and trustees 
actually allowed and paid, 
but where a bequest or de
vise is made in lieu of com
missions, deduction shall be 
allowed for only so much as 
would have been allowed and 
paid in the absence of the de-
vise or bequest. . 

j. Expenses of administration, 
including reasonable attor
neys' fees. 

In the case of the estate of a 
nonresident only such portion of 
the aforesaid deductions shall be 
allowed as is properly chargeable 
against the property included in 
the gross estate, and the exem~ 
tions shall be apportioned in 
the ratio that ·the value of thl> 
p.·operty included in the. l1iioss 
estate bears to the value of 
all of the property that would 
have been included in the gross 
estate if the decedent had been a 
,·esident of ·this state. 

(NOTEs.-The list of organizations transfers to which are exempted, 
inCludes those which are usually made the beneficiaries of exem~ 
tions but is not necessarily ,exclusive. Local conditions in a par
ticular jurisdiction may make it desirable to include other organi
zations. The committee is of opinion that the somewhat narrow 
policy adopted by some states of exempting only those organizations 
created under its authority should be abandoned and that charitable, 
educational and religious enterprises. wherever organized or located, 
should be allowed the same exemptions, as the benefits derived from 
these organizatios are not confined to any particular state. 

For a discussion of the principles which should govern individual 
exemptions, referlonce should be had to the review of the subject by 
the committee under its third conclusion. Suggested amounts of ex
emptions for the various beneficiaries will there be found (page 15). 

It Is believed that thl' deductil'ns enumerated in subdivision 3, 
include all that are properly allowable although special conditions 
may warrant additions to the list.) 
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8UBDIV181ON 4. C.-edil. AI/o"'" 
1116 Ta..-Jf • transfer Includes 
property upon the transter ot 
which to the present transteror a 
tax wu prevloU8ly and within 
flve yean Imposed by thla state, 
or property which can be identl
fled aa baving been received-by 
anch transferor in exchange for 
property on whIch a tax was so 
Imposed, a eredit on account of 
lIuch tax ahall be allowed agalU8t 
the tax impoaed with respect to 
the present transter of such prop
erty, but not to exceed the 
amount of tax imposed with re
spect to the property on the 
preaent transter. The flve-year 
period ahall be computed trom 
the date the previous tax became 
due and not from the date of its 
payment. 

SUBDIVISION 3. Contract. in 
COINemploUora 0/ Deoth.-No 
deduction from the value of the 
property included In the gross 
estate shall be allowed on account 
of any elalm against the estate 
arising from a contract made by 
the decedent and payable by its 
terms at or atter death, unles!! 
such elaim is supported, in whole 
or in part, by a valuable con. 
sideratlon, 10 which event 80 
much thereof as is the equivalent 
in money value of the money 
value of the consideration re
ceived by the decedent shall be 
allowed as a deduction, but the 
remaining portion shall not be: 
provided, however, that any claim 
created by an antenuptial agree
ment and made payable by will 
shall be allowed as a deduction. 

SUBDIVISION 4. CredU. 01/tJ.£1IJIt 
,he TtJ.III.-It the gross estate in
cludes property upon the transfer 
of which to the decedent a tax 
was previously and ,within live 
years Imposed by this state, or 
property which can be Identified 
as having been received by the 
decedent In exchange tor prop
erty on which a tax was so im
posed. a eredlt on account ot such 
tax shall be allowed against the 
tax Imposed upon the Det estate. 
but Dot to exceed the amount of 
tax Imposed OD the Det estate 
with respect to the particular 
property. The five year period 
shall be computed trom the date 
the previous tax became due amI 
not from the date of Its payment. 

(Nal'l:.-The committee feels that the same property ought Dot to be 
"lIbJpctPd to denth taxation more often than once in five years and 
the pro\'IMlon of this fllllhdh'lslon Is drawn with that end In view.) 

SUBDIVISION '5" Life E8Io'e., 
A""um~,. etc,-Tbe value of 
nl'ry future, contingent or 
limited estate, Inrome, Interest or 
Bnnulty for any life or lIvea In 
belne aha II, so for aa (1088lble, be 
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determined by the rule, method 
.and standard of mortality and of 
value set forth in the actuaries 
combined experience tables of 
mortality, with interest· at five 
lJer . centum per annum. The 
value of the interest remaining 
after any such temporary inter
est, shall be determined by de
ducting the computed value of 
. the temporary estate from the 
value of the entire property in 
Which such interest, exists. Un
less otherwise provided by the 
transferor, the tax on such 
temporary interests and re
mainders shall be payable out of 
the . property in which such 
temporary interests and re
maInders exist. 

(NOTE.-Although this act imposes a succession tax, it is extremely 
difficult to collect the tax on temporary and contingent estates and 
remainders from· the transferees and this necessitates that the tax 
shall be made. payable out of the property rather than by the bene
ficiaries. It Is probable that the tax on a contingent interest cannot 
lawfully be imposed upon the transferrees, and to impose a tax 
payable by the remainderman at the time of the transfer when he 
would not come into possession and enjoyment for a long period of 
time would work a considerable hardship in many cases.) 

StJ1IDtvISION 6. E8tates Which 
MoJu be Dwe8ted.-Where an es
tate or interest may be divested 
by the act or omission of . the 
transferee, it shall be taxed as if 
there were no· possibility of di
vesting .. 

StJ1IDIVISION 7. Oomposition of 
TaIII.-If it shall be impossible to 
compute the present value of any 
.of the property transferred, or 
of any interest therein, or if the 
tax cannot be determined be
(!Ruse.of a contingency as to who 
will tak!! it, the tax commission 
with the. written approval of the 
attorney general may enter into 
an agreement with the represen
tatives of the 'estate or the trans
ferees, or both, to compound the 
tax upon BUch terms as may be 
deemed equitable, and the pay
ment of any amount agreed upon 
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.holl be In full I!8tb.factlon for 
the tax Imposed by this act and 
.ucb amount shall be payable out 
of the property transferred. If 
such an agreement cannot be 
reached, the taxation of the 
property or Interest shall be held 
In abeyance and the tax commls
Rlon .hall require the representa
tivea of the estate or transfereea. 
or both, to give bond for the 
prompt payment of the tax at 
.uch time as the "alue of the 
property or Interest, or the trans
feree&, may be determined; and 
unle18 the property transferred 
II taxable at Its full undimin
Ished value as provided In sub
dlvlslon 8 of this BeCtion, such 
tax shall bear Interest as pro
vided In subdivision 2 of section 
" of this act. The amount of 
aald bond shall be fixed and the 
8uftlclency of the surety deter
mined by the tax commission. 

(NOTL--One of the greatf>st dlftlculties under a succes.'lion tax act 
II to Insure the taxation of Interests with respect to which the tax 
originally Is luspended. Furthermore, these interests cause great III' 
('Ullvenlen~ to elltates and prevent prompt settlement thereof. It il' 
de.drable that the entire tax 18 an estate may be ascertained and 
paid with realOnable promptness. This paragraph makes it possible 
lor the public authorltiea and the representatives of the estate and 
translereea to agree upon lOme satisfactory method of computing 
the tax on Interests, the taxation of which would otherwise be sus
pended. In case an agreement Is not reached, the Interest of the 
IOverelgnty Is protected by the giving of a bond. In the event of a 
compromise It Is neceBl!8ry to make the tax payable out of the 
property translerred Instead of by the tranl'ferees. Attention Is 
invited to the report of the committee under conclusion 8 (page 34), 
which points out the reOlOllS "'hy an estate tax Is more desirable than 
• 8uceesslon tax.) 

8UBDJVISIOlf 8. Full Ufl/Umfn
"Mel Volue.-Estates In expec
tancy which ire contingent or de
feasible and with respect to 
which proceedings for the deter
mination of the tax have not 
been taken or where taxation 
thereof has been held In abey
ance, shall be subject to taxation 
on the full undlmlnlshed value 
of the property transferred when 
the personl entitled thereto shall 
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come into the beneficial posses
sion or enjoyment thereof, with
out diminution for or on account. 
of any valuation theretofore 
made for purposes of taxation of 
the particular estates upon which 
said estates .in expectancy may 
have been limited. 

(NoTE.-T'he taxation of estates in expectancy at full, undiminishl'(} 
value when they vest in possession and enjoym€'nt is substantiallv 
the equivalE'nt of the taxation Qf the diminished value of such estatt'H 
at the time of .the transferor's death.} 

SUBDIVISION 9. Duties of I'lL 
8uranee OommiBBioner.-The in
surance commissioner shall, 
wherever possible, without fee, 
on the application of the tax 
commission, determine the value 
of any interest transferred, in
cluding a remainder interest, 
which is limited, contingent, de
pendent or determinable upon 
the life or lives of persons in be
ing, upon the facts submitted 
with such application; and shall 
certify the valuation in duplicate 
to the tax commission and such 
certificate shall be competent evi
dence that the valuation is cor
rect. When an interest based up
on lives in being is terminated 
by death of the persons upon 
whose lives it is based and the 
tax upon the transfer thereof has 
not been fixed and determined, 
the value of said interest for the 
purpose of taxation under this 
act shall be the amount actually 
paid or payable to the beneficiary 
and the value of the remainder 
shall be the difference between 
the value of the interest as so 
determined and the value. of the 
property involved. 

(NOTE.-If .any jurisdiction does not have an insurance commis
sioner or tax commission, an appropriate substitution may be made. 
It is deemed fairer where possible, to tax the actual value of the 
'estate transferred instead of its theoretical value and this may be 
done where the temporary estate is terminated before the tax is 
fixed and determined.) 
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SECTION 3 

(ApplIcable to both laws) 

ADIUNISTBATION 

HUBOIVlBION 1. l!Iupel'villwn 01 Slate 2'IIJJ C011unis8i(JII.-TlIe' tax 
l'OmmllDllon KhaII have tull supervision of the enforcement of thi!! 
Ulot and of the colleetion ot BII taxes under it and shull make such 
rule!! and rl'gulatlons, not Inconsistent with law, as may be neeeS!!al'Y 
for Ita Interpretation and enforl.'ement, and Is empowered to call upon 
olher dl'partmenUl of the Btate government for such information and 
u .... l .. tanl.'e 811 It may deem nece8l!8ry to the performance ot Its duties. 
The tax commission shall l1ave power to compel the attemJallce of 
witn_s and the productliJn ot evidence by lIubprena, to administer 
oaths and to take testimony In relation to any matter under this act. 
WltlleHBell Ilhall receive the 88me tees as are paid to witnesses sub
I_nued to attend In courts ot record. 

(NOTZ.-The committee Is firmly ot the opinion that centralized 
ulhnlllistration of death taxes Is Imperative If the bl'st results are 
to be obtained. The state tax commission Is the natural vehicle fol' 
IIdmlnh.tration. States which do Jlot have a tax commission w111 
llllllign administration to some other appropriate state body or olllcer.) 

SUBDIVISIOIf 2. .A18~/allt,.-The tax commission, within the 
amounts appropriated by the legislature for such purpose, may em-
1)loy sueh attorneys, examiners, special agents and other assistants 
UI may be necessary tor carrying out the full Intent and purposes of 
th" act. 

SUBDn'lSIOIf 3. Report, 11" Clerk, 01 Probate CourIB.-Clerks of 
probate courts shall report monthly to the tax commission e,-ery 
IlualUlcaUon upon the estate of a decedent In such courts on forms 
provided by the tax comml68lon for that purpose and containing 
such lnformation as the tax comml68ion may require. Such clerks 
shall al80 furnish to the tax commission copies ot papers and such 
Information trom the records and files of their olllces liS It may 
requ1I'e. 

8UBDIVJ8101f 4. L0C61 Repre,en'ative, 01 Talll CommiBBion.-The 
tax comml88lon may appoint, and may at Its pleasure remove, one 
or more person II In eaeh county (or other local unit) to act as Its 
1't'p1't'll4'nlaUve under this act. When directed by the tax commis>lion 
Much repreeentativt'll IIhall act all appraisers of estates and as agents 
for the Inventoryln, of the contents of sate deposit vaultl!. Such rep
reeentativetl IIhall be compensated for their services out of the moneys 
appropriated therefor by the legislature except that when employed 
on a fee ballill and dellignated all appraisers by the probate court 
tbt'y IIhall be comppn88ted In the manner provided by law out ot the 
funda of the estate. 

SUBDIVISIOIf Ii. Appra~al b" TfJIII CommiBlion.-The tax commission 
IIhall appraise all property of which a valuation Is required under 
this act, but may In Itll dll!Cretlon, aCC(1lt the valuations fixed by the 
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appraisers appointed by the probate court. If the tax commission 
shall so 'request, the probate court shall appoint its representative 
as one of the appraisers of, any estate. The representative of any 
estate or any transferee may appeal to the tax commission within 
thirty days from the making by it of an assessment of tax and the 
mailing of notice thereof. The determination of the tax commission 
on such appeal may be reviewed by an appropriate judicial pro
ceeding, 

SUBDIVISION 6. Basis of ApPI·ai8al.-All property should be apo 
praised at its full and fair cash value as of the date of death of the 
transferor. Stocks and bonds listed upon exchanges may be ap
praised by ascertaining the range of the market and the .average of 
prices for a period not exceeding six months before and six months 
.after the date of death. In appraising other property consideration 
may be given to the range of values during such period. 

SUBDIVISION 7. Report8 Of Repre8entative8 of E8tate8.-1t shall be 
the duty of the representatives of every estate to file with the tax 
commission within sixty days after their appointment a sworn in
ventory covering all property owned by the decedent at the time of 
his death and all taxable transfers made by the decedent that have 
come to their knowledge and to furnish under oath such further and 
additional information and reports as the tax commission may re-
quire. .. 

'SUBDIVISION 8. Lien for Tames.,.....The tax imposed by this act shall 
be and remain a lien upon the property transferred, and upon all 
property acquired by the representatives of the estate or trans· 
ferees in substitution therefor, until the same is paid or a bond given 
as in this act pl~ovided; but such lien shall not follow personal prop
erty after it has passed to a bona fide purchaser for value'; provided, 
however, that the provisions of this subdivision shall not authorize 
any transfer without the consent of the tax: commission if such con
sent is a prerequisite to the transfer. The lien upon any real prop
erty transferred, or a portion thereof, may be discharged by the pay
ment of such amount as tax theron as the tax commission may 
specify, or by the giving to the tax commission of n bond for said 
amount; or the tax commission upon application may make lin order 
transferring such lien to other real property of the estate or of the 
transferee. The lien created by this subdivision may be enforced by 
the tax commission by action. 

SUBDIVISION 9. Notice of A8seS8mentS.-It shall be the duty of the 
tax commission to assess the tax due under this act within three 
months after the completion of the inventory of an estate by the 
probate court, unless for sufficient reasons such assessment cannot 
ho made within said period. The tax commission shall mail to repre
sentatives of estates and transferees a notice of the assessment. 
but failure to receive such notice shall not excuse nonpayment nor 
invalidate the proceeding or otherwise affect the provisions of this 
act in any way. 

,SUBDIVISION 10. Collection of Tam. Refllnds.-·The tax commission 
shall collect the tax under this act and deposit it in an authorized 
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"tate depotlltory. It shall make report thereof to the state auditor, 
and on the tenth day of each month It shall pay over to the state 
trealOurer ninety per centum of all taxes collected during the pre
l-edlng month, retaining ten per centum thereof on deposit at the 
Mme rate of Interest as Is paid on other simUar state funds, which 
latter amount shall be used by the tax commission for the purpose ot 
making refunds of exceSll, erroneous or improper tax payments, but 
such refunds shall be without interest. When the said ten per 
('f'ntum of the tax on deposit shall ex(:eed the sum ot one hundred 
thousand dollars, all excess not necessary for immediate refunds 
shall be paid over to the state treasurer. All refunds shall be ap
proved by the state auditor and vouchers therefor countersigned 
by him. The moneys received by the state treasurer shall be credited 
to the general fund of the state. 

(NOTE.-The committee recommends no special method of use for 
this tax, but believes that each stllte will be govl'rned according to its 
pIIrtlcular financial requirements. In some states it may be de
sirable to allocate a portion of the tax to localities.) 

SUBDIVI8JOJll' 11. ActioA for Quieting Title '0 Property.:-Actions 
may be brought against the state by any Interested person tor the 
,>nrpose of Quieting the title to any property against the lien or claim 
tor lien of any tax under thla act or for the purpose of having it 
determined whether any property Is subject to any lien for or 
chargeable with such tax. No such action shall be maintained where 
IIny proceedings are pending in any court In this state wherein the 
liability of luch property for taxation under this act may be de
termined. All parties Interested In said property and In the taxa
bility thereof J1hall be made parties to such an action, and any inter
l'Mted party Who refuses to join aa plalntur may be made a defendant. 
Process directed to the state In such actions shall be servl'd upon 
the tax commission. Actions under this subdivision atrectlng real 
property shall be commenced In the appropriate court of the county 
In which such real property or any part thereof Is situated. All 
other actions hereunder shall be brought In the appropriate court 
of the county in which the estate of the decedent Is being or was 
administered. 

SURDIVISIOJll' 12. Fomu 0114 Reoord.t.-The tax commission shall 
ba ve power to preacrlbe such forms as may be necessary under this 
DI't. It Ihall also keep such records as are Indicated by good ac
l'Ountlng practice. The tax commission may by general regulations 
prellCrlbe how much and what portion at Its records shall be open 
to the public and how much and what portion shall be confidential, 
and may exchange information with other jurisdictions under reclp
roml arrangement& 

(NOTB.-The committee considers It desirable that the reports In 
the varioul states lhall be as nearly uniform as possible and to 
thl. t'nd commends the report ot the committee of the National Tax 
Association on uniform reports.) 
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SECTION 4 

(Applicable to both laws) 

PAYMENT OF TAXES 

SUBDIVISION .1. 2'Uires Due at Death.-Tbe tax imposed by this act 
shlill be due and payable at the death of the transferor, and all taxa
ble transfers made by a decedent shall Ile deemed to have been made 
as of the time of his death. The value of all property transferred 
to a beneficiary shall be aggregated for the purpose of computing the 
tax and exemptions. 

SUBDIVISION 2. Discount, Interest, etc.-All taxes imposed by this 
act which are paid within six months after they become due shall be 
allowed a discount of five pcr centum. If not paid within one year 
after the death of the decedent, they shall bear interest for one year 
nfter the expiration of 'such one year period at the rate of six per 
centum lIer annum and at the rate of ten per centum per annum 
thereafter until paid. 'Interest imposed at the rate of ten per centum 
may be reduced to six per centum at the discretion of the tax com
mission because of unavoidable delay in the, settling of the estate, 
pending litigation or for other satisfactory reason. Where interest 
is reduced, the ta.x commission shaII furnish the state auditor with 
a statement in writing of the reasons for the reduction. 

SUBDIVISION 3. Temporary Payments.-Temporary payments of 
taxes may be paid at any time after the duc date and before the tax 
is determined. A temporary payment made within six months after 
the due date wiII be' entitled to the benefit of the' discount provided 
for in subdivision two of this section, and'a temporary payment made 
thereafter shall stop the running of the interest as therein provided. 

SUBDIVISION 4. Payment in AnnuaZ IfistaZments.-If the total tax 
imposed in an estate exceeds five per centum of the net value thereof 
the tax commission shall, and may, in such other cases as an im
mediate payment would in its opinion work undue hardship, permit 
the payment of the tax to be made in annual instalments, prO\'ided 
that in no case shall the payment of any part of the tax be extended 
for more than three years from the due date, and that all payments 
made after the expiration of one year from the due date' shall bear 
interest at the rate of six per centum per annum until the expira
tion of the time limited by the tax commission for payment, and 
thereafter at the rate of ten per centum per annum. 

(NOTE.-This subdivision is inserted for the purpose of preventing 
hardship to an estate because of the tax burden being greater tha~1 
the income and making necessary the sacrifice of, a portion of the 
principal. It is felt that death taxes should be so imposed that they 
may be paid out of income. Numerous cases may be cited where 
considerable shrinkage of an estate has occurred because of the 
sale of assets under unfavorable circumstances for the purpose of 
realizing cash with which to pay death taxes.) 

SUBDIviSION 5. 'Receipts/or TalDes.-The tax commission shall issue 
receipts in duplicate for all taxes paid, and no respresentative of an 
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... tate In the IJettleml'nt of ,,·hlch a tax is due umJl'r the IJrovislollll 
of tbill act shall be entitied to a final accounting unless he shall pro
duce and lIie ,,·ith the probate court a llnal receipt for all taxes due 
or a duplicate or cmUled copy thereof, but not including taxes for 
wbich IleCUrity may have been given as in tbls act provided. Any 
IlI'l'I!On lihall upon the payment of the fee of one dollar be eutltll'd 
to a Cl'rtUlcate of the tax commission tbat the tax upou the transfer 
of any real property has been paid, and 8Uch certificate may be re
~'Orded In the omce of tbe recording omCl'r of thl' district" in which 
Mucb real property Is situated, and it shall be conclusive proof that 
tbe tax on liuch real property has been paid. 

SUaDIVI8JO" 6. Determmation of Talll "1 Elltate 01 Non.·ellident 1C1I.C1I 
there I. flO Qualification In 'Mil Bta'e.-In the absenee of adminis
tration In thla state upon tbe estate of a nonresident the tax rom· 
mlll8lon may, at the request of any representative of the estate duly 
appointed and qualified In the state of the decedent's domicile, or of 
S transferee or trustee under a transfer made during such nonresl· 
dl'lIt's lifetime, determine whether or not any property within this 
.. tate trsDllferred by !!BId nonresident or forming part of his estate 
1M IIubJec.-t to tax under this act and the amount of tax. The tax 
mmmlM8lon's eertlftcate as to the amount of such tax and its receipt 
therefor may be IIled In the probate court of the COllnty where the 
I,roperty III located, and ahall be concluldve evidence of the payment 
of the tax Impoeed by this act upon !!BId property. If within four 
months after the dpath of a nonresident dl'eedent application is not 
made purmant to this IlUbdivlslon and administration in this state 
I. not applied for on behalf of the estate, the tax commiSSion may 
apply to the proper probate court for the appointment of an admln· 
Illtrator In this atate, snd It shall be the duty of such court to make 
the appointment. 

SECTION 5 

(Applicable to both laws) 

EIUOBCElIE"T 01' TAX 

8UBDJVI8JO" 1. T,.aM!er. of Propert" Prohwited.-No pel·son or 
IlI'raona, corporation or a88OClatlon, having In Its possession, or under 
its control, ,roperty of a deCl'dent forming part of bill eKtate or 
an,. property tranaterl'!'d In such manDl'r as to be subject to taxation 
under thl., act, ahall deliver or transfer the same to the representa
tin. of the Ntate of said deCl'dent, or to any other pel'l!On or per· 
IlOna, or upon their order or request, unless notice of the time and 
place of the Intlmded delivery or transfer be IJerved upon the tax 
comml88lon at least ten days prior thereto; nor shall any IlUch person 
or per&ODI, corporation or alllOCiation, deliver or transfer any such 
property without retaining a IlUmc1ent portion or amount thereot to 
pay any tax and interest for which such property may be subject 
to • lien under this act, unlel!8 the tax commission consents to the 
tranBter In writing. ProhlbltlonB herein contained shall apply to 
the tran"ter by a ('Orporation, al!8OClation or Joint stock company of 
the shares of Its capital stock or other interest In Buch corporation, 
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association or joint stock company, including registered bonds and 
other resgistered securities. It shall be lawful for the tax commis
sion to examine the property at the time of the delivery or transfer. 
Failure to serve such notice, or failure to allow such examination. 
or failure to retain a sufficient portion or amount to pay the tax and 
interest, shall, unless the' tax commission consents to the transfer, 
render such . person or persons, corporation or aSSOCiation, liable to 
the payment of the amount of the tax for which a lien is Imposed 
upon such property by this act, with interest thereon, and in addi
tion thereto to a penalty of three times the amount of such tax· and 
interest but not less than five hundred dollars, to be recovered in an 
action brought by the tax commission in any court of competent 
jurisdiction. 

SUBDIVISION 2. Safe Dep08it Vau-Zt8.-No safe deposit company, 
trust company, corporation, bank or other institution, person or 
persons, engaged in the business of renting safe deposit vaults or 
other receptacles of similar character, shah rent any such vault or 
receptacle without first requiring all persons entitled to access 
thereto to agree in· writing to notify the lessor of the death of any 
person having such right of access before seeking access to such 
vault or receptacle after the death of such person; and all persons 
having the ~ight of access to any such safe deposit vault or re

. ceptacle upon {he death of any other person having the right of 
access thereto, before seeking access, shall notify the lessor of the 
death of such person. It shall be unlawful for any such lessor 
to permit access to any such vault or receptacle by anyone after 
the death of any person who at the time of his death had the 
right or privilege of access thereto, either as principal, deputy, 
agent, co-tenant or otherwise, without the consent of the tax com
mission. At the time of the opening of any such vault or receptacle 
after the death of a' person having the right of access thereto, the 
tax commission shall have the right to be present and to examine 
and inventory the contents. Any violation of the provision of this 
subdivision. shall subject the violator to a penalty of not less than 
five hundred dollars nor more than. twenty-five thousand dollars 
to be 'recovered in an action brought by the tax commission in any 
court of competent jurisdiction. 

SUBDIVISION 3. PenaztieB.-Failure to make any return provided 
for in this act shall subject the offender to a penalty of one thousand 
dollars to be recovered in an action brought by the tax commission, 
and if such failure be with intent to evade the tax the offender 
shall, in addition, be guilty of a misdemeanor; provided, however, 
that upon the return being filed the tax commission may in its dis
cretion waive or reduce the penalty in any case where there was no 
intent to evade the tax. The making of a false return or affidavit 
with intent to deceive shall constitute a felony. 
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SUCCESSION TAX LAW 
SUBDIVISlOlf 4. Liability of 

Repre,enla"fHl' of Eltale, and 
Tra .... feree'. - Admlnlatratora, 
executora and trustees of estates 
alld tranaferees sball be peraon
aU, liable for tbe tax Imposed 
b, tbls act and for any Interest 
tbereon, except tbat no admln
IDlII rator, executor or trustee 
sb. U be liable for a greater SUID 
tbe D tbe value of tbe property 
ael aall, received by bim, and 
tn nsterees Iball be liable only 
lop tbe tax and Interest on prop
erty tranaferred to tbem. 

'~UBDIVlSIOlf Ii. Enforcement 
0/ Ta. by 8ale of Properfy.-An 
(>xt'('utor. administrator or trus
tee rf'('(>lvlng property tbe trans
f('r of whlcb Is subject to tbe tax 
imposed b, tbis act sball Dot de
lh·er lucb property to tbe trans
ferees wltbout retaining a suftl
clent portion tbereof to pay tbe 
tax or, In tbe case of a specUic 
l(>ga<'1. without collecting tbe tax 
from the transferee. It IIhall be 
the dut, of tbe executors or ad
ministrator. of an estate to col
lect the tax due upon tbe trans
Il'r of all real property whlcb 
belonged to tbe decedent and the 
taxr. due upon tranafera .of 
property made by tbe decedent 
during bill lifetime. If any trans
frnoe prraonall, liable therefor 
"hall neglect upon demand to pay 
the tax upon a llpec1fte legaC!. or 
UJlOn the tranafer of real prop
.. rty of a decedent. or upon the 
tranllfer of propert, during thr 
dl'C't'dent·. lifetime. or If any 
surh tax Is payable out of the 
propert, transferred, tbe execu
tOPII or administrators are au
thorized, upon sucb notice as tbe 
probate court may direct. to aell 
sucb portion ot such propprty as 
may be necetl8ar, and to deduct 
tbe tax from tbe prOl'ef'ds of sucb 
88 .... aC'('Ounting to tbe tranaferee 
for the balance It any In lieu of 

ESTATE TAX LAW 
SUBDIVIBION 4. Ezecufor or Ad

""""trafor fo Pay Taz.-,-8ale of 
Properfy.-All taxes due by an 
estate under tbls act sball be 
paid by the executor or admin
Istrator out of tbe estate and no 
part of tbe estate subject to said 
taXeR shall be distrib)ll:ed until 
the taxes due· tbereon Iball have 
been paid. The executor or ad
ministrator may upon such notice 
as tbe probate court may direct 
be autborized to sell so much oc. 
tbe property of the estate as may 
be necessary to Pl!y said taxes. 

SUBDIVISION 5. Liability of EIl!
ecutorl.-Administrators and ex
ecutors shall be liable tor all 
taxes payable on the estate witb 
Interest as hereinbefore provided 
until the same shall have been 
vaid. Provided, however. that in 
no ('ase shall such administrator 
or executor be liable tor a 
greater lIum than is actually re
('{'iverl by him. 
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the IJl'OIlCl'ty. When it is found 
that a taxable transfer was made 
by a decedent in his lifetime of 
versonal property which at the 
time ot his death is without 
State, or when any property sub
ject to tax at the time of a de· 
cedent's death is thereafter re
moved trom the State before the 
ta-x is paUl. the tax shall become 
a lien UPl'n all the property of 
the estate, and shall be paid in 
the same manner as an expense 
of administration. 

.. S .U B D I V I S ION 6. Legacy 
Charged 00 Real Propet·ty.-It a 
legacy subject to the tax imposed 
by this act is charged upon or 
payable out of real property the 
heirs or devisees to whom the 
real property is transferred, be
fore paying such legacy, shall 
deduct the tax thereon and pay 
it to the representatives ot the 
estate, and upon failure of the 
heirs or devisees to deduct and 
pay such tax it may be enforced 
against the real property out of 
which the legacy was payable in 
the manner prescribed by sub
division tour ot this section and 
shall be a. lien upon said real 
property. 
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MODEL SUCCESSION TAX HECIPROCAL 
EXEMPTION PROVISION 

The tax imposed by this act h~ respect of personal 
property (except tangible personal property having an 
actual situs in this state) shall not be payable (a) if 
the transferor at the time of his death was a resident 
of a state or territory of the United States, or of any 
foreign country, which at the time of his death did 
not impose a transfer tax or death tax of any char
acter in respect of property of residents of this state 
(except tangible personal property having at?- actual 
situs in such state or territory or foreign country), or, 
(b) if the laws of the state, territory or country of 
residence of the transferor at the time of his death con
tained a reciprocal exemption provision under which 
nonresidents were exempted from transfer taxes or 
death taxes of every character in respect of personal 
property (except tangible personal property having an 
actual situs therein), provided the state, territory or 
country of residence of such nonresidents allowed a 
similar exemption to residents of the state, territory 
or country of residence of such transferor. For the 
purposes of this section the District of Columbia and 
possessions of the United States shall be consider-ed 
territories of the United States. 

(NOTJL-Thl& provision 1& Inserted for the use of those states whlcb 
do not lee their way clear to abolish Immediately their taxes on the 
Intangible property of nonresidents. In this connection attention is 
Pllpeclally directed to the discussion found under conclusions 9 IUld 
10 of the report of the commlttPe (pages 40 and 48). and to the note 
tollowlng IIllhdlvlslon 2. of section I, of the Model Laws.) 
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APPENDIX. 

Cases Illustrating Present Inheritance-tax Conditions. 

In its investigations the committee collected from au
thentic and reliable sources a number of cases illustrative or 
the serious consequences of present inheritance-tax conditions 
in the United States. In addition to those cited in the text 
of the report the committee submits the following cases 
selected from its files: 

CASES ILLUSTRATING NUMBER OF STATES IN WHICH 

INHERITANCE-TAX PROCEEDINGS ARE REQU,tRED. 

A Pennsylvania estate of approximately $600,000 required 
in addition to federal-tax proceedings, inheritance-tax pro
ceedings in sixteen different states. 

A New York estate of $564,000 required in addition to 
federal-tax proceedings, inheritance-tax proceedings in twelve 
different states. 

A New York estate of $346,317.49 required in addition to 
federal-tax proceedings, inheritance-tax proceedings in eight 
different states. 

A New York estate of $1,271,980.23 required in addition 
to federal-tax proceedings, inheritance-tax proceedings in 
thirteen different states. 

A New York estate of $16,052,408.77 required in addition 
to federal-tax proceedings, inheritance-tax proceedings in 
twelve different states. 

A New York estate in addition to federal-tax proceedings 
required inheritance-tax proceedings in twenty states, nine
teen of which imposed inheritance taxes upop the estate. 

In three Illinois estates administered by one corporate ex
ecutor thirty-five separate inheritance-tax proceedings in 
various states were required. 
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The following tabulation of cases from among those re
ported to the committee shows that these conditions are not 
limited to a few estates nor to estates of any particular size: 

Value of estate. 

Number of 
states in 

which proceed
ings necessary. 

$407,373.86.. . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . ..... . . . 14: 
465,858.66. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 
377,112.90. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 
368,539 .. 09 .... ',' . . . . .. ............... 7 
786,997.80. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
893,713.92.. ... .. ... . ................. 8 
168,312.28. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 
70,555.73... .......... .. . ..•....... ... 7 
49,401.63. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

689,380.97 .......... ~ . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . 10 
87,144.43............................ 6 

735,455.02 ........................... '. 23 
293,780.51....................... ..... 4 
403,750.07. ............. .... ... . ... . . . 19 

14,230.06 ........................ :... 4 
128,648.04. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . 11 
419,079.12. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . .. . 11 
45,802.89. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

171,608.72 ....... :.............. ...... 8 
152,800.00 ............................ ' 13 
730,000.00. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 
450,000.00. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 
438,000.00. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 
101,000.00...... ...... .... ............ 14 
127,000.00. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 
365,400.00. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 
108,800.00 ......... ' ............... ~ . . 15 
230,000.00 ........................... '. 9 
116,000'.00. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

92,500.00. . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
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'-Dlue ot estate_ 

Number of 
states in 

which proceed· 
ings necessary_ 

93,000.00 ......•.. _ ............ _ . . . . . 6 
413,000.00 .................. _ . . . . . . . . . 8 

7,000,000.00......... ........... .... ... . 17 
468,000.00 ............ _ .... '. . . . . . . . . . . 20 
344,000.00.. . .•...•.................. . 9 

One New York trust company reported to the committee 
that its records indicate that it has been necessary to institute 
inheritance-tax proceedings in approximately eight states, 
and to pay inheritance taxes to approximately six states on. 
an average for each estate administered, and that in some 
cases where the decedent held stock of corporations organized 
in more than one state, such as railroads, it has been neces
I!Ilry to institute inheritance-tax proceedings in as many as 
five or six states to transfer a single certificate of stock. 

CAsE8ILLUSTRATINO INCONVENIENCE AND DELAYS INCIDENT 

TO MULTIPLE INHERITAl\TCE-TAX PROCEEDINGS. 

In a Massachusetts estate of $232,000, containing stock of 
foreign corporations valued at $47,000, a clerk, experienced 
in hllDdling such matters, spent more than thirteen hours in 
preparing the affidavits and papers necessary for obtaining 
consent to transfer the stock. 

In a Massachusetts estate in order to transfer stock of a 
foreign corporation ancillary administration was necessary in 
the state of incorporation. The ancillary administrator de
manded physical possession of the stock certificate and cus
tody of the dividends from the stock. 

In a Connecticut estate, tax authorities of another state re
fused to accept the value placed on certain stock by the ap
praisers and requested copies of the corporation's balance 
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sheets and profit and loss statements. The corporation re
fused to furnish the statements and the tax was not adjusted 
until long after the balance of the estate had been distributed. 

In a Connecticut estate, which owned stock of a railroad 
company inyentoried at $131.50, the executors were required 
to file affidavits and other papers iIi another state together 
with a deposit of $10. The papers were filed in November, 
1924, but the authority to dispose of the stock had not been 
received in July, 1925. 

In a Pennsylvania estate, which owned a small amount of 
stock of a corporation in another state, an exemplified copy 
of the will together with elaborate affidavits were filed and 
$10 was deposited to cover costs. The executor was advised 
by the clerk that the method and form of publication in such 
cases had not been determined, and that he was unable to say 
what further action would be necessary to secure an order 
vesting the title to the property in the domiciliary executor, 
but that when such a course of procedure was established he 
would advise what further action should be taken. . 

CASES ILLUSTRATING LOSSES REsULTING FROM DELAYS 

OCCASIONED BY INHERITANCE-TAX PROCEEDINGS. 

In a New York estate, when attorneys were directed to in
stitute inheritance-taX proceedings on September 27, 1923, to 
secure consent from another state to transfer two hundred 
shares of stock, the value of the stock was 23%, the necessary 
papers were executed on October 8, on which day the market 
ranged from 23% to 23%,. The tax was' assessed on Novem
ber 1, and consents to transfer the stock were received on De
cember 1. As soon as the stock could be delivered it was sold 
at 22, a loss of 1% points or $250. The value of the stock 
at the date of death was 26%. 

In a New York estate two hundred shares of a corporation 
of another state were valued at 79 on September 27th when 
the attorneys were instructed to institute inheritance-ta..'C pro-
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cetldings in the state of incorporation. When the consent to 
transfer the stock was received on October 29th its value w~ 
72%, which resulted in a loss of $1,350 to the estate; the 
stock had been inventoried at 97%. 

In a New York estate 2,111 shares of stock of a foreign 
corporation dropped from 52~ from the time at which in
heritance-tax proceedings were instituted in the foreign state 
to 49% at the time delh·ery of the stock could be made, re
sulting in a loss to the estate of $6,350; the securities had 
been inventoried at 55%. 

In a Connecticut estate inheritance-tax proceedings were 
instituted in another state in October, 1924. Shares of stock 
invoh-ed in the proceedings were sold but could not be trans
ferred. It was therefore necessary to buy the stock back at a 
high figure. Authority to transfer the stock was not received 
until June· 17, 1925. 

In a New York estate the corporate executor advanced 
$1,070,000 for payment of inheritance taxes. Had this ad
vancement not. been made it would have been necessary to 
have sold a large part of the estate at a loss estimated at close 
to a half million dollars. 

In two Indiana estates approximately a year was consumed 
before inheritance taxes were finally adjusted and consents to 
transfer the assets of the estate were finally received. During 
this period the corporate executor was required to advance 
money to the estate. 

A California estate owned stock in a corporation which was 
reorganized giving the stockholders the right to exchange old 
stock for stock in the reorganized company within a certain 
limited time. Executors experienced great difficulty in ob
taining tax waivers from another state in time to effect the ex
(·hange and were forced to pay a tax which the executors con
sidered unjust and which otherwise would have been con
tested. 

In a California estate of $30,000, owing to delays in secur
ing the necessary ,.·aivers from nine states, the property could 
not be sold until it had become liable for local taxes in the 
amount of $749.59. 
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CASES ILLUSTRATING ECONOMIC WASTE INCIDENT TO 

INHERITANCE-TAX PROCEEDINGS. 

In a Rhode Island estate the cost of inheritance-tax pro
ceedings in another state to transfer property valued at 
$1,750 was $142.25 and the. delay in securing the necessary 
consent to transfer the property was approximately one year, 
although no tax was payable. 

In a Rhode Island estate the cost of inheritance-tax pro-
ceedings in another state to transfer property valued at 

• $5,700 was $217.90, and the delay incident to securing COll

sent to transfer the property was approximately one year, al
though no tax was payable. 

In a Rhode Island estate the cost of inheritance-tax nfO

ceedings in another state to transfer property valued at 
$4,675 was $280.04, and the delay incident to securing COll

sent to transfe rthe property was approximately one year, al
though no tax was payable. 

A Connecticut trust company reported to the committee 
that in several instances the cost of ancillary administration 
and the tax in other states had exceeded the value of the 
property involved, and· that in one or two such instances it 
had been forced to keep the entire estate open for "the sake of 
receiving the income from the property for the benefit of the 
legatees. 

A Delaware trust company reported to the committee that 
it had administered estates in which the expense of securing 
consent to transfer stocks of foreign corporations exceeded the 
value of the stock and iliat in such calles the transfers had not 
been made. 

A Wisconsin trust company reported to the committee that 
in the adminisirationof small estates its exper.ience has been 
that the extra time and trouble· involved in securing the 
nfilcessary consent to transfer property located in another state 
h~!! been far m~re burdensome than: the taxes paid. Although 
no tax whatever was payable in 90 per cent of the cases, the 
necessary papers had to be filed. 



'fAOLE I.-AN OI.:TLJNE OF 'fAX RATES A NO E:U:lIM'JONS IN TIlB VARJOUS STA'US. 

CLASS 1 CLASS 2 CLASS 3 
(Direct Kindred,· (Collateral Kindred)· (StrangE'l'II) • 

STATE A , A , . , 
Exemption Ratee Exemption Rates Exemption nates 

Alabama ...•...•.•• No Inheritance Tax. 

Arizona .......••.• Widow, 10,000 500 
Others, 2,000 1%-5% 250 2%-20% 100 5%-25% 

150 

Arkansas .....•••••• Widow or minor 1%-10% 500 2%-20% 500 4%-40% 
child, 3,000 

Others, 1,000 

California ..••.••••• Widow or minor 1%-12% 2,000 3%-20% 500 5%-20% 00 

child, 24,000 1,000 CII 

Others, 10,000 

Colorado .....•.•••. Widow, 20,000 2,000 
Others, 10,000 2%-7% ~OO 3%-:H% 500 7%-16% 

None None 

Connecticut . -...... 10,000 1%- 4% 3,000 2%-5% 500 5%-8% 
(To the Class) (To the Class) (To the Class) 

Delaware .......... 3,000 1%- 4% 1,000 2%-5% None 5%- 8% 

Florida ••••••••••• No Inheritance Tax. 

Lineal ancestor or 
Georgia ........... 5,000 1%- 3% NOlle 3%-1;;% ~one ':'%-21% 

de~('endanl 2.000 



TABLE I.-AN OUTLINE OF TAX RATES~AND EXEMPTIONS IN THE VARIOUS STATES.-(Continued.) 

CLASS 1 CLASS 2 CLASS 3 
STATE (Di~ect Kindred) * (Collateral Kindred) * ( Strangers) * 

,--- A , /, 

I 
, 

Exemption Rntes Exemption Rates Exemption Rntes 
Idaho .............. Wife and minor 2,000 

child, 10,000' 1%-3% 1,500 11;2%-12% 500 5%-15% 
Others, 4,000 1,000 

Illinois .............. , 20,000 
Brother and 

sister, 10,000 2%-14% 500 6%-16% 100 10%-30% . 
Indiana . . . . . •. . . . . . Widow, 15,000 500 

:Minor child, 5,000 1%-4% 250 2%-16% 100 5%-20% 
Others, 2,000 150 

00 
Iowa- (Resident) 15,000 1%- 7% 1,000 5%-- 7% 1,000 5%-7% O'l 

None (To the Class) None (To the Cla$s) 
(Non-resident) None 10% None 20% None 20% 

Kansas ••......•..•. Wife, 75,000 1;2%- 5% 
. 

5,000" 3%-121;2% 200 5%-15% 
Others, 15,000 None 

Kentucky .......•••• Widow" 20,000 2,000 
Minoi's, 10,000 1%- 6% 500 2%-12% 500 6%-16% 
Others, 5,000 

Louisiana .......... 5,000 2%-3% 1,000 5%- 7% 500 5%-10% 
Maine •..•.......•• R usband, wife, mother, 

child, adopted child 
or adoptive parent, 1%- 2% 500 4%,- 5% 500 5%-7% 

'. 10,000 ...,. 
,Others, 500 



Maryland. 1 Notu Notu 500 5% 500 6% 
NOIlI'! None 

Massachusetts ...... 10,000 1%- 7% 1,000 1%-12% 1,000 5ro-12% 
Grandchild, 1,000 

Michigan •..•.••••• .Husband or wife, 1%-8% None 5%-15% None 25% 
30,000 

Others, 5,000 

Minnesota ......... 10,000 1%-6% 1,000 3%-16% 100 5%-·21)% 
Lineal ancestors, 3,000 250 

Mississippi • • • • • • • • .Estate tax . Exemption, 10,000 • Rates 1%-10%. 

Missouri •.••••••• • .Husband or wife, 
20,000 

~ Lineal descendants 1%-6% 500 3%-24% 100 5%-30% 
mentally or physic- 250 NODe 
ally incapacitated, 100 
15,000 

Others, 5,000 

Montana ••••••••••• Widow, 17,500 500 
lIusband, 5,000 1%-4% None 2%-12% None 4%-16% 
Others, 2,000 

Nebraska .......... 10,000 1% 2,000 4% 500 4%-12% 
None 

Nevada •••••••••••• No Inheritance Tax, law repealed, effective July I, 1925. 

New -Hampshire ••••• No tax No tax None 5% None 5% 



TABLE I.~AN OUTLINE OF TAX RATES AND EXEMPTIONS IN THE VARIOUS STATEs.-(Continued.} 

CLASS 1 CLASS 2 CLASS 3 
(Direct Kindred)· (Collateral Kindred)· (Strangers) • 

STATE A 
\ 

. , . 
\ 

Exemption Rates Exemption Rates Exemption Rates 

New Jersey ......••• 5,000 1%- 3% 500 5% 500 8% 
None None 

Ncw Mexico .....••• 10,000 1% 10,000 5% None 5% 
(on entire, estate) (on entire estate) 

New York ..•.••••••. 5,000 
Lineal descendants, 1%- 4% 500 2%-5% 500 5%- 8%, 

500-None None None 

North Carolina ...••• Widow, 10,000 ()) 

Minor child, 5,000- 1%-6% None 3%,..12% None 7%-16% 
al 

Others, 2,000 

North Dakota ....... JI usband or wife, 500 
10,000 1%- 4% 250 1%%-16% None 5%-20% 

Minor child, 5,000 None 
Others, 2,000 

Ohio .••••••••••••• Wife or minor 
child, 5,000 

Others, 3,500 
Also year's allowance 

to widow and chil- 1%:- 4% 500 5%-8% ~one 7%-10% 
dren not exceeding 
3,000 



Oklahoma •••••••••• Wife, 13,000 
Child, 10,000 1%- 4% .1,000 1%- 5% 500 
Others, 5,000 

Oregon •••••••••••• No tax No tax 1,000 1%-15% None 
JMate tax. Exemption, 10,000. Rates 1%-10%, in addition to inheritance tax. 

Pennsylvania........ None 2% None 10% None 

Rhode Island ........ Widow and each minor %%- 3% Class 1 includes relationship 1,000 
child, 25,000 usually listed in this class 

Others, single ex-
emption, 25,000 

Estate tax. Exemption, 5,000. Rates %%, in addition to inheritance tax. 

South Carolina •••••• JI usband and wife, 
10,000 

lIinor child, 7,500 
Adult child or parent, 

5,000 
Grandchild, 500 

~outh Dakota........ 10,000 
Lineal ancestors, 3,000 

Tennessee •••••••••• 

Texas 

10,000 

25,000 

1%-6% 500 

500 
1%-8% 200 

1%-5% 1,000 

1%-6% 10,000 
1,000 

Utah ••••.•.••••••• Estate tax. Exemption, 10,000. Rates 3%-5%. 

Vermont .......... 10,000 1%- 5% None 

2%-7% 

3%-16% 

5%-10% 

3%-15% 

5% 

200 

100 

1,000 

500 

None 

2%-257u 

1070 

5%-8% 

5%-20% 

5%-10% 

5%-20% 

5% 
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~-AN 9UTLINE OF TAX RATES AND EXEMPTIONS IN THE VARIOUS STATES.-(Continued.) 

CLASS 1 CLASS 2 CLASS 3 
(Direct Kindred)· (Collateral Kindred) * (Strangers) * 

STATE . 
\ 

. , , , 
Rate~) Exemption" Rates Exemption" Rates Exemption 

Virginia •••.•••••••. 10,000 1%- 5%'. ,4~OQO 2%-10% 1,000 5%-15% 

Washington ......... 10,000 l%-10%Y 
:,/ 

'None 5%-20% None 10%-40% 

West Virginia ••••••• Widow, 15,000 2%- 7% None 4%-21% None 10%-35% 
Others, 10,000 

Wisconsin •••••••••• Widow, 15,000 2% .... :10% 500 4%-30% 100 8%-40% 
Others, 2,000 250 

Wyoming ••••••••••• 10,000 2% 5,000 4% None 6% 
Maximum Rates: Class 1, 14%; Class 2, 30%; Class 3, 40%. 
Average Maximum Rates for all States: Class 1, 5%%; Class 2, 12%; Class 3, 16%%. 

* NOTE: The rates in the table apply to each distributive share ot an estate unless the contrary Is indicated. The classification 
of beneficiaries differs In the various States, but for purposes of comparison they are grouped in three general classes: Class 1, 
direct kindred, which includes in general husband, wife, lineal ancestors and lineal descendants of the decedent; Class 2, collateral 
kindred, which includes in general brother, sister, uncle, aunt, niece and nephew; Class 3, strangers, which includes all others than 
those in Classes 1 and. 2. ~equests to charitable, religious and educational institutions are generally exempt trom tax. 

t This table was compiled as of the time this report was published on November 10, 1925. The rates have been changed ill 
several of the states since that time. 

<:0 
0 



1917 1918 
Alabama .............. $5,055.76 $149,405.05 $1 
Alaska " .. " ............ . ......... . ......... 
Arizona ............... . ......... 89,962.21 
Arkansas ..... " ...... ". 6,227.49 24,280·116 
California " ............ 173,913.70 1,528,498.12 4,1 
Colorado " . " " " . " " " " " . " " 23,622.82 • 157,182.76 .~ 

CAlnnecticut "" ....... " .. 331,456.37 1,941,111.21 2,~ 
Delaware .............. 57,083.86 159,281.98 ~ 

District of Columbia ..... 32,880.15 875,323.16 1,< 
Florida ....... " ........ 9,903.79 45,721.91 ] 

Georl!ia 6,956.50 342,340.53 . ..... " ..... .. . ~ 

Nn AI,,!: 11: 



TABLB VI.-A COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF INTERNAL REVENt'R RECEIPTS OF TIlE UNITED STAT}:S FOil 'l'UE FISCAL 
YUIIS ENDED JUNE 30, 1924, AND 1925. 

SOUl't'e8 ot ft\'l'uue 192-1 

Title n.-Income tax: 

Corp~ration ..................... ,......... ,... . ........... } $1,841,738,98'1. '12 { 
IndlVldual .............................. , ................... . 

Title III_Part I. Estate tax ..................... . 
Part II. Girt tax ......................... , ... . 

Title IV.-Tax on cigars, tobacco and manufactures thereof: 

Cigars ...............•..•.....•...............•...••.......•. 
Cigarettes ........•.....................................•..•• 
Tobacco ........................... ; ...........•..........•.• 
Snut! .........•...........................•••....•..•..••••• 
Cigarette papers and tubes .•.••••••.•...................•••.... 
Miscellaneous collections relating to tobacco .................•..... 

Total. ......•......................•..........•...•..••••• 

Title V.-Tax on admissions and dues: 

Admissions to places of amusement or entertainment ............... . 
Club dues ............................ , ......................• 

TotaL ....................... , ........... . 

102,966,761.68 

45,961,304.30 
203, T'1'1 ,498.18 

66,'100,455. '14 
'1,005,089.46 
1,029,292.55 

28,142.55 

324,501,782.78 

77,712,523.60 
8,009,861.49 

85,'122,385.09 

1925 

$916,21'1,123.28 
845,426,352.49 

101,421,766.28 
7,i18,129.Sl! 

44,0'1'1,665.10 
225,142,225.41 

66,922,388.87 
6,'153,619.'16 
1,189,408.29 

35,989.12 

344,121,296.55 

30,907,809.09 
8,690,588.35 

39,598,397.44 

~ 
~ 



TABLE VI.-A COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF INTERNAL REVENUE RECEIPTS OF THE UNITED STATES FOR TH~ 
FISCAL YEARS ENDED JUNE 30, 1924, AND 1925.-(Continued.) 

Sources of .revenue 

Title YI.-Excise taxes: 

Automobiles, motorcycles, etc ...............•..............•••••• 
Cameras and lenses ....... : .. : ...•..............•............... 
Photographic films and plates .........•.......... , ............. . 
Firearms, shells, etc.· ........•.•.••......•........... .- ......... . 
Cigar holders, pipes, etc ..•.••••••..•.••.........•.............. 
Coin-operated devices, coin-operated machines, etc ................•. 
Mah-jongg and similar tile sets ..•...•.. _ ... " ...............•••.. 
Sculpture, paintings, statuary, etc ..•....... " •............... '" . 
Jewelry, watches, clocks, opera glasses, etc .......••....•..... .- .• '" 

TotaL ..................................................•. 

Title YII.-Special taxes: 

Corporations, on value of capital stock ........•...•...........•.•. 
Brokers ...... ,.. ........................ -.....•....•........••••. 
Bowling alleys and billiard and pool tables ....•.........•...•..•.. 
. S~o?ting galle~ies .........•.... ; .•..•........•..•........•..• 
RIdIng academIes .......•.•......•.....•........•.•...•.•...•.• 
Passenger automobiles for hire ..........•......•...•••......•••• 
Use of yachts, power and sailing boats, etc ............•...........• 
Cigar manufacturers .......................................... . 
Cigarette manufacturers .................•.................•... 
Tobacco manufacturers ....•...... ; ....•.....................•. 

1924 

158,014,709.40 
717,915.15 
888,960.80 

3,370,084.17 
319,163.7'i 
183,430.27 

............................. .. 
.755,566.17 

22,634,406.26 

186,884,235: 99 

87,471,691. 52 
1,574,030.05 
2,312,814.01 

17,074.89 
10,722.32 

2,013,839.00 
262,572.08 
688,485.38 
362,832.96 
85,830.02 

1925 

124,686,745.30 
653,544.64 
876,735.14 

3,664,124.89 
65,939.33 

389,853.61 
20,220.14 

821,519.08 
9,673,415.59 

140,852,097.72 

90,002,594.56 
1,326,657.07 
2,289,831.18 

16,523.10 
12,015.44 

1,865,075.43 
301,455.82 
656,713.86 
396,468.75 

72,731.80 

c.o 
~ 



Importers, manufacturers, and compounders of and dealers alld practi
tioners in opium, coca leaves, their salt derivatives, etc., including 
tax on the product _ ................. ~ ...................... . 

TotaL •••.•.••••.•........................................ 

Title YIII.-Stamp taxes: 

Documentary stamps IOld by postmasters ....... " ................• 
Bonds, capital stock issues, conveyances, etc ....................... . 
Capital .tock transfers ••••...................................• 
Sales of produce on exchange ...................................• 
Playing cards ..•..•....•........•.............•....•...••...• 

Total. .••.••........... , ......... , ..... , .........•...•...• 

Miscellaneous taxes: 

Alaska railroad income tax (act of July 18, 1914) ... , ...... " ..... . 
Distilled spirits, etc. • .••....•••.•.••••...•.••.................. 
Opium manufactured for smoking purposes (act of Jan. 17, 19H) .... 
Oleomargarine, adulterated and process or renovated butter lind mixed 

flour •..••••••.......•...•.••.•.••......•............•..•.• 
Receipts under prohibition laws ..•.•••..................•.•...•. 
Internal revenue collected through customs offices ........•......••• 
Receipts from sources not taxable after July 2, 1924 ............... . 
Other miscellaneous receipts •................................... 

TotaL ..•.•.........•....................•.........•.•..••. 

Total from all sources ..•.••....•••...•..................••.. 

1,057,066.33 

95,856,958.56 

12,418,180.28 
30,613,428.19 

7,936,831.85 
7,557,576.74 
3,731,536.90 

62,257,553.96 

20,329.08 
27,585,708.37 

275.00 

2,863,463.98 
855,395.37 
29,036.37 

60,692,782.29 
4,203,600.82 

96,250,591 .28 

2,796,179,257.06 

1,090,932.73 

98,030,999.74 

7,737,895.47 
20,124,726.57 

'12,808,629.24 
5,397,147.98 
3,183,384.92 

49,251,784.18 
~ 
~ 

15,573.74: 
25,904,774.72 

.............. 

3,064,155.39 
560,888.07 
51,054.05 

•••••••• 1 ••••• 

12,105,875.35 

41,702,321.32 

2,584,140,268.24 



TABLE VII.-Returlls of resident decedents under the Federal Estate TalD Law distributed b1l size 01 net estate, BMwtng lorm 01 
. propert1l and nature 01 deductionB. 

(From ItatiltiCi compiled by the Bteti.tical Divilion, Income Tall Unit, United Btatel Treelury Department.) 

!Returno Bled from Jan. I to DOG. 31, 19231 

Bi .. of net .. tate .ubiect to t .... 

No net .. tate 

Total Und.r 160,000 160,000 to '160,000 
GrOll eetate under GrOll eetate over 

160,000 160,000 
, 

Number of r.torno ............................ 13,013 923 2,612 6,302 2,380 

Diltribulion Amount Per Per Amount Per Amount Per Amount Per 
oenl Amount eont cent cenl cent 

Form or property: 
RtsI _to .............................. '616.692,706 24.68 118.969.210 43.81 183.769,602 38.88 Sl86. 1149. 873 38.10 11IS,472.186 27.92 

= = 
Invmmenta in bond. and ..... b-

Jlederal OOVllrDDl8DI hondo-
~taI_PI ............... 28.698.788 1.07 98.263 .24 822.988 .38 1.308.168 .29 1.388.287 .34 
P' taI_pt .............. 84.240.798 3.38 1.338.802 3.42 4.873.249 2.14 17.782.632 8.87 17,2I1.Bl2 '.18 

Btate Bnd muniaiJ)lll bondo, wbolly tal. 
82.660.768 3.31 246.686 1.89 6,036.306 1.10 6.703.726 1.88 nempt ............................ .83 4.208.000 

All other bondo ...................... 179.142.430 7.20 t94, 263 2.64 8,4£1.348 3.7' 26.100,146 .6.4G .28.068.603 7.00 

Tolllbond ........................ 873.139.782 14.08 2.674,074 8.83 18.483.084 U3 40.316.~28 1076 63.260.821 12.88 
C.pitalllool< of oorpor.lioDl ........... 780.678,844 31.29 4.437.367 11.33 37,267.880 18.40 84.831.009 18.48 106,000.909 26.41 

Total bondo &lid .Iocb .............. 1.163.818.428 48.26 7.112.331 18.18 86.m.36' 24.63 134.147,231 20.23 168.360.&28 88.29 

=-'.~~:~:~~.:::::::::::::::::::: 321.807.208 12.00 7.236.281 18.48 27.746.148 12.21 88.748.864 10.34 68. G26.126 18.67 
17.280,338 3.10 2.036.6&1 7.60 13.408,794 6.00 16.834.891 8.41 16.980.101 8.87 

Jninlly cnmed and other mi ... lIaneou. propertJ'" 197.623,886 7.02 8.604.097 9.21 21,189.266 9.32 84.841,417 '/.66 20,418,46U 7.18 
l,.""ero made in contemplalion of ormtend to 

take oIIeot at or arter deatb ................... 81,468.62& 2.48 1.109,201 2.83 4,162,198 1.83 13.118,961 2.&8 11,740,027 2.14 
Power or appointment or lenero. power of deed, 

made in oontemplalion of dealb .............. 13.001,081 .62 7.020 .02 3U,833 .16 091,628 .21 2,831,016 .84 
Property from an _Ie talec! wltbiD five year., 

10:939.727 2.84 YOlue al date or deatb or preoent decedent ..... 64.306.614 2.17 192,867 .49 20.006,026 9.20 6.070,243 1.30 

!otallP'OII .. tata ...................... 2.484.918.471 100.00 30.165.278 100.00 227.258.628 100.00 468.002.294 100.00 413.626.376 100.00 - .. - "-.... ~-, ~ • .1. "-J -: ~ _____ " '~~~-., .. ;r"fftf'KWii"F ~. = = = =-== -. 

'160,000 to '260,00' 

726 

Amount Per 
cent 

-
i~ •. 

.., 
161.908.398 23.80 

= 

918.884 .42 
8.083.282 U3 

8.718.~63 1.80 
20,673,678 9.86 ---
84.281.207 Ib.69 
70.477 .0~6 82.04 

104.786.m 47.63 
= 

81.244.8'2 14.21 
8.142.130 2.79 

16,712,690 7.83 

a,008,877 2.28 

790,926 .88 

8.804,109 1.60 

219.936,861 100.00 
== 



.-.. ~ 
~ -pliaa ...•••••.•.••••••••••. It . ..,. .• t.tl'.788 7.M.~ 10.001.711 '.000 .• t.187.781 
h-.I ODd odmiaiIIraIift _ ....... .. ... AG •• II 1.~14.W IO.I6e.:I3O II.tel.8e8 16. 747.1I!O 1.441.7l1li 
DobU.IlllpU4 -....._ .............. 1l1li .... 741 .6 ••• Il00 ".101 •• 61 ... tIIIa.all 41.761.661 18. nl. 4011 
~ ...... _ Iuod wiu.m I .. ,. ............................. , .. 

88.'11._ IM.HI 11.171.664 1.870.278 IO.m.m 1.I8I.tsl .. "' ................................. a.n .. bIo. ... blie,ODdMilor...-...... n.tul.7K6 171.127 23.071.1138 8.004.091 '.068.115 10.8211.861 .... --........................ l1li. l1li.000 te.I50.000 126.000.000 til. &00.000 118.450.000 ".110.000 

'1'*1 ................................. 1.111.400. In ".61'.741 171.407.471 164.411.121 lIN. 801. 031 11.106.071 
=-==- -=== 

1I ..... obIe .................................. 1.14'.091.108 ....... -..... -17 ....... -66.148.111 . .... _---- 104.487.071 lOB. 711. S89 188.831.7110 " ........ -................................ 88.090. til ............. ................ __ ..... ... __ ....... -.......... _ ... __ ..... ........... I.on .... 1.008.111 1.708.114 . _ ............. _ ................ '.131 ... -- .... -- -................. __ . ...... _---- ....... _----_ ... -. ..... _--- 101 1.J.'i7 1.711 
._-..... U--ij .................. . .... ............ --_ .. -.. -----_ .. -----_ .. --._ .. __ .. __ ....... .......... -.... 1.01 1.44 ... 6 



TABLII: VII.-Retul'7l8 0/ resident decedents under the Federal Estate ,Taz Law distributed bllsize oj net estate, shouting form of propertll and 
nature 0/ deductiom-Continued ' 

[Retul'lllllled from .JaD. I to Dea. 81, 1923] 

Bil. of Det aetale subjecl to tu 

'250,000 to 1450.000 to '760,000 to '1,000,000 to '1,600.000 to ,2,000,000 to 13,000,000 to 
1460,000 750,000 '1,000,000 '1,600,000 12,000,000 13,000,000 14,000,000 . 

Number of returDl ..................... 561 301 103 93 38 30 18 

Di.tributioD AmOUDt Per AmOUDt Per Amount Per Amount Per Amount Per Amou~t Per Amount Per 
oent cent oenl cenl oent cent cenl 

------
Form ~rE.=~~ ..................... '53.032,112 20.09 136.878.617 16.26 '20,068,846 17.70 '21,603.866 14.64 '10,344,874 13.06 '13,269.160 16.28 112,642,633 16.37 

InveotmenlAl in OOnda and .Iocka-
Fllderal Oovarnmenl OOnda-

Wholl~ laK .. empt.. ....... r,084.047 .79 2,164.106 .08 1,276,614 1.13 2,093,358 1.42 2,129,083 2.69 1,686.547 1.94 1,974,604 2.68 
Portia y tu .... mpl ........ 10,006.464 3.79 8,444,613 3.82 3,733.796 3.29 4.630.651 3.06 2.723.377 8.40 1.909.729 2.20 1.209,810 1.68 

Stote and municipal honda wholly 
7,879.067 2.99 8.447.499 8.83 6.776.716 &.98 6.74 7,644.401 7.04 tu .. ampl .............. 6.746.931 4.66 4.545.836 8.80 6.393,183 

AU olher OOnda ................ 22.610.&32 8.63 20.666.649 9.36 10.687.336 9.34 11.234.626 7.60 8.412.663 10.60 7.188,409 8.28 4.721.676 6.16 

T.tal OOnda ................. 42,479.390 16.10 39.711.667 17.98 22.373.369 19.74 24.606.866 16.64 17.810.e6G 2t.47 18,429.086 21.22 13,299,232 17.86 
Capital atook in oorporati.DI .... 100.483,296 38.07 &9.292.168 40 .. " 46,326,331 40.88 68.467.760 46.31 86,262.370 46.74 44.306.363 61.01 81,600,642 41.11 

Tolal OOndaand .Iocb ....... 142,962.686 64.17 129.003,826 68.42 68,699.690 60.62 93,073.126 6U6 64.063.329 68.21 62.736.440 72.23 44,799,774 68.47 
= Morlgageo. nolol. Dalb. ate .............. 28.652,016 10.82 19.662.067 8.86 9,213.669 8.13 13.828.969 9.86 4.180,840 6.27 6.084.402 6.89 9,270,446 12.10 

Insurance ......... __ .................... _____ .... 8.731.e24 3.31 4.314.119 I.G6 1.936.623 1.71 2,497.036 1.69 3,413.966 4.81 803,942 .93 1,058,016 1.38 
Jointly .wned and other miJceUanaoua 

3.81 
,,:.,o=.y iD"&d;.iD .. oo;tAmpiiitl~ii.o'f;,;. 16.439.344 6.86 17.749.761 8.04 8,400.720 7.42 1.026.167 6.86 6.751.803 8.62 8.306.721 7.283.186 9.61 

intended to toke elYect at or after death 1.958.030 3.02 10.238,992 4.64 1,461.442 1.28 3.97D,308 2.69 &1,104 .10. 366,828 .42 1.628,238 2.12 
Power .:.:r.'liDlment or general power of 

dead, e in contemplation of d .. th .... 2.433,866 .92 2.477.426 1.12 1.067,664 .94 1,807.336 1.22 -.................... ............. tl.466 .02 ----- .. ------ "--_.O'O' 
Pr.perty from an _Ie laKad within five 

y ....... 8108 at date of deatb of preoent 
decedent ............................ 4,809.742 1.82 1.612.071 .73 2.404.701 2.20 3,247.401 2.20 424.180 .63 864;322 .42 41.386 .06 

r.talll' .. _t ................. 263.919.108 100.00 220.826,768 100.00 113.331.046 100.00 147,862.278 100.00 79,260,066 100.00 86,862,388 100.00 76.623,677 100.00 



of~ 
I\IfaDCIe 81e1Dptio'll ....... • _____ .. ___ . 1.654.0:11 I. A:!5. 000 775.224 810. aile 151.108 2R11.41<2 2~6. ~25 
....a IOIId adm.hlOlrali .. _. 8.5JI.&17 7.&17.968 1.99&.11'28 5.73&.8111> 1.821.636 2.fii3.S12 1.3.1J.745 
,bU,u.~_"' ........ 26.&79.313 11.488.977 10. 030. l!4iII 14.743.090 6.019.va7 7.7'~.aoo 8.744.4M 
""'", na OIl _Ie laud wi'hiD 
lYe ,..,.; ....... at dale of prnioIII 
t-t .. ,· ..... th ................. •. m.l~ 1.629.634 1 • ..0.781 1.1184.633 818.161 110.005 ".S88 
.ntablo, publie. ID4 oimiIor 

=:I::,":.;.;.pi;Oi:::::::::::::::: : 1.188.4011 '.m.w 1.135.711 I.M'.8ft 1.148.246 1.25R.OI8 1.163.844 
18.060.000 15.080.000 5.150.000 '.850.000 1.000.000 1.500.000 IIUO.OOO 

fOWdodueliolll ................. 77.M.W 47.860.0114 ".1211.492 l2.m.M' 13.488.07' 13.653.821 14.42O.SI', 
== = 

.. bIo_ ........................ 186.'39.123 ------- 171. D7 •• 704 80.001.553 _ .. ----- 116.437.632 M.m.979 73.208.767 62.203.191 ... _------ .. _--------- .......... _ .... -- .. 4.M.10II '.303.44& '.186.046 7.033.483 4.811.910 8.730.740 6. 747.~14 
• ... far IuahIo _I ............ '.7i! 20.942 to. 632 75.629 126.62D 224.358 374.845 
_ .... "' ... (pol _I) ........... I.M I.M '.70 '.011 7.31 D.18 1085 



TABLE Vll.-Returns oJ resident dececknt8 under the Federal E8tate Tax Law distributed by 8ize oj net e8tate, 8howing form oj property and 
nature oj deductions-Continued 

(Return. 6Jed from Jan. I to Dec. 31, 1923) 

Sille of net .. tate subject to taa 

14,000,000 to 
15,000,000 

Number of returDl_ •• __________________ 7 

Distribution Amount Per 
cent 

Form~=~:: _______ .-------------- $2,026,798 5.73 

tnveetrnenta in bondo and otncks-
Federal Government bonds-Wholly taa exempt _________ 243,504 .69 

Partially tax exem~t ________ 589,975 1.67 
State and municipa bondo wholly tax exempt ___________ 2,627,489 7.42 All otber boudo ________________ 2,957,547 8.36 

Total bondo. ________________ 6,418,615 18. \4 
Capitaillock in eorporatioDl ____ 20,805,378 58.81 

Total bondo and .tocks ______ 27,223,893 76.96 

Mortga~ .. , notes, c .. b, etc. ___ .__________ 1,446,673 4.09 
IDIUJ"8.Doo ________________________ .. ______________________ _ 

Jointly owned and other miscellaneou. 

15,000,000 to 
16,000,000 

3 

Amonnt 

12,819,670 

183,947 
255,924 

3,872,178 
227,985 

4,540,034 
9,501,387 

14,041,421 

179,176 
302,634 

Per 
cent 

14.59 

.95 
1.32 

20.04 
1.18 

23.49 
49.15 

72.64 

4.03 
1.66 

16.000,000 to 17,000,000 to 
$7,000,000 IS,OOO,OOO 

2 

Amount Per Amount Per 
cent cent 

14,265,742 65.51 14,165,652 24.22 

----2iiii~ii95- --a:i7- 508":3U6 2.96 
113,188 .66 

470.690 7.23 1,166,638 6.78 
------------ 1,119,748 6.61 

677,385 10.40 2,907,870 16.91 
101,263 1.56 1,802,389 10.48 

778,648 11.96 4,710,269 27.39 

46,822 .72 110,139 .64 

property____________________________ 4,063,376 11.46 1,388,162 7.18 1,420,076 21.81 7,785.746 46.28 
Transfers made in contemplation of or 

intended to take etJect at or after death __ 
Power of appointment or i(eneral power 

uf deed, made in contemplation of death .. 

198,834 
.66 ___________ . _________________________ _ 

425,000 2.47 

428,300 1.21 

IS,OOO,OOO to 19,000,000 to 
$9,000,000 $10,000,000 

2 

Amount Per Amount Per 
cent cent 

$1,099,915 6.66 1926,065 4.40 

353,984 1.82 2,295,435 10.92 
30,269 .16 207,249 .99 

5,107,658 26.27 1,341,400 6.38 
4,031,106 20.74 1,857,769 8.83 

9,523,017 48.99 6,701,863 27.12 
6,346,796 27.50 3,561,714 16.94 

14,869,812 76.49 9,263,667 44.06 

3,318,724 17.38 800.777 3.81 

92.146 .47 10.037.668 47.73 

110,000,000 and 
over 

Amount 

---- .. -------

$5,071,125 
------------

1,537,455 
31,650 ----

6,640,130 
20,835,928 

27,476,058 

850,320 
112,782 

197.471 

Per 
cent 

---_._-

17.71 
-------

5.37 
.11 --

23.19 
72.76 

95.95 

2.97 
.39 

.69 

Property from an .. tate taxed within five 
year., value at date of deatb of preBent decedent ________________________________________ : _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _ 

Total gro .... tate _____________ .----- 35,379,774 100.00 19,331,563 100.00 6,511,288 100.00 17,197,296 100.00 19,440,697 100.00 21,028 077 100.00 28,636,631 100.00 

CO 
00 



NMunal~ 
'---IJ\im ................................. . 
~oenIODdodmanioVali .. _. 1.150.756 ••••••• 
DebIo, ... J>UI---.-....... 1.766.107 ••••••• 
~I, f ..... OD .... 10 Iuod ",IbiD 

6 .. ,....; ...... .&claloal ........ 
_ ... I'a .. 111 ••••••••••••••••••• _ ••••••••••••••• 

~:~ ::::::: ····iio:es8" ::::::: ····iifiOO· ::::::: ····i6i:iu· ::::::: ····i4ci:w· ::::::: 1.56'::: 
1.M2.1t1l '.318 ••••••• 1.M6.116e ••••••• I.U3.aoe ••••••• 1.803.00f ••••••• l.ut.7aJ 

100.000 11.638 
Cbarilable, pubIie, ODd oimilor 

s.:c-~:::::::::::::::::. m::: 
T ..... ~ ........•..••.•. I~I.-74-•. -.D-t--+~:-----:;--
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(J.;conomlc World, D. s., voL 27, May 17, 1924, pp. 701-702.) 

Handy, A-
Taxation of stock of a foreign corllOration owned by a nOD

retlldent de<.-edent when snch corporation owns property In 
the taxing State. . 

(National Tax Association Conference, 15th, 1922. Proceedings, 
pp. 421-423.) 

Matthews, J. S. 
Experience with flat-rate for the taxation of non-resident estates. 
(l'reJlmlnary conference on Inheritance and estate taxation, pp. 

44-49. pt. 2, of National Tax Association Conference, 17th, 1924. 
Proceedings. ) 

MattbeWll, J. S. 
Flat-rate plan for tbe taxation of personal property of non-resi

dents passing at deatb. 
(Natl!,nal Tax A8>!OClatlon Conference, 14th, 1921. Proceedings. 

pp. 500-610.) 

Matthews, J. S. 
Propoeed flat rate upon tbe transfer at death ot the personal 

I)roperty of non-residents. 
(Natlonal Tax A88OClation Bulletin, voL 6, 1920-1921, pp. 132-137.) 

Preliminary conference on Inheritance alod estate taxation. 
Proceedings. 
(National Tax Association Conference, 17th, 1924. Proceedings. 

pt. 2, pp. 83-92.) 

Statistics 

New York (Statl') Tax COIDmi88lon. 
Data of decedenUl who died during calendar year, 1920. 
(Annual report. 19"..3, pp. 496-523; Leg. Doc. (1924) no. 25.) 

Tablet! 

Fox. I.. P. 
Taxation for State purposetlln Pensylvanla. 192:1. pp. 128-139. 
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Chirras, G. 1. 
Science of public finance. 1924. pp. 289-319. 

Tax Rates 

Dewey, C. S. 
Excessive inheritance tax rates and their economic effects. 
(Economic World, n. s., vol. 29, May 9, 1925, pp. 665-666.) 

Dewey, C. S. 
Some effectS of excessive tax rates. 
(National conference on inheritance and estate taxation. Pro

ceedings, 1925.) 
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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL. 

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE, SEPTEMBER 4, 1924.' 

To the Honorable Members of the Sixf}y-Fourth General 
Assembly. 

Gentlemen: Under the provisions of Chapter 113 of the 
Acts of 1921 creating the office of State Tax Commissioner 
and the State Board of Equalization, by Section 2, Subsec
tion 10 of said Act, the State Tax Commissioner created by 
the provisions of said Act is required to prepare and trans
mit to the General Assembly, on the first day of its biennial 
session, a report of his work and the work of the State 
Board of Equalization, and make such recommendations as 
he may deem best for the interest of the state. 

Under the provisions of Chapter 7, of the Acts of 
1923, known as the Administrative Reorganization Bill, is 
transferred all the duties of the office of the State Tax Com
missioner to the Commissioner of Finance and Taxation. It 
is also provided by Section 61, of the Administration Reor
ganization Bill, "That wherever reports or notices are now 
required to be made or given, or papers or documents fur
nished or served by any reason to or upon any officer, board, 
commission, department or deputy, inspector, subordinate 
officer thereof, abolished by this Act, the same shall be made, 
given, furnished or served in the same manner to or upon the 
department upon which are devolved by this Act the rights, 
powers and duties now exercised or discharged by such 
office'r, board, commission, department or deputy, inspector 
or subordinate officer thereof; and every penalty for failure 
to do 80 shall continue in effect." 

It is in obedience to the foregoing provision of the law 
that I herewith transmit to your .honorable body the biennial 
report of the Commissioner of Finance and Taxation for the 
years 1923 and 1924. 

This report covers the activities of the various divisions 
of state government placed in the Department of Finance 
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and Taxation by the Administrative Reorganization Bill 
passed by the Sixty-third General Assembly, the same being 
Chapter 7, of the Acts of 1923, and by other legislative 
enactments passed by the General Assembly for the 
year 1923. 

By Chapter 7, of the Acts of 1923, known as the Admin
istrative. Reorganization Bill, the Department of Finance and 
Taxation was created, and the activities of said department 
were divided into the following groups: Division of Taxa
tion, Division of Accounts and Budget, and Division of 
Purchasing. By other provisions of the Act the administra
tion of the Automobile Registration Law was transferred 
from the Highway Department to the Department of Finance 
and Taxation. The duties of the Comptroller of the Treas
ury as pertains to the administration of Inheritance and 
Succession Tax Law was also transferred to the Depart
ment of Finance and Taxation; the rights, powers and duties 
vested by law in the State Comptroller with reference to the 
collection of back taxes and in the State Revenue Agents ap
pointed by and under the supervision of the Comptroller were 
also transferred to this department. (However, by provision 
of Chapter 109, Acts of 1923. providing for the appointment 
of certain auditors for the purpose of auditing the accounts 
and records of certain county officials, and defining their 
duties, etc., it is specifically provided that Section 77 of Chap
ter 602, of the Acts of 1907, creating the offices of Revenue 
Agents and defining their duties be repealed and the func
tions of Revenue Agents as provided by Section 77- of 
Chapter 602~ Acts of 1907, were discontinued. 

The administration of Chapter 21 of the Acts of 1923 
providing for the ,collection of corporation excise tax was 
placed in the Department of Finance and Taxation, as was 
also the g:woline privilege tax provided by Chapter 58, Acts 
of 1923. 

In the organization of the Department of Finance and 
Taxation S. E. Hunt was appointed superintendent of the 
Division of Taxation; W. H. Puryear was appointed super
intendent of the Division of Accounts and Budget; Judge 
Joel B. Fort was appointed superintendent of the Division 
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of Purchasing, and W. S. Booton was appointed director of 
the Division of Excise Tax and Gasoline Privilege Tax. The 
supervision of the collection of the Inheritance and Succes
sion Tax and the supervision of the Automobile Reg
istration and automobile license number plates were placed 
in the Division of Taxation. For the successful operation of 
the Department of Finance and Taxation a large measure 
of credit is due to the above named superintendents of the 
respective divisions. The men selected for the responsible 
duties connected with the respective divisions of this de
partment are men of high order of intelligence and integrity, 
and peculiarly fitted by training for the duties of their re
spective positions. I desire to express my appreciation for 
the earnestness, zeal and loyalty and fine spirit of co-opera
tion shown by these capable and efficient officials and those 
associated \1 ith them in the discharge of their duties. 

The report of this department attached hereto for the 
biennial period covering the years 1923 and 1924 contains 
a report of the activities of each of the several divisions in
cluded in the Department of Finance and Taxation. 

In submitting this report, we have endeavored to give 
to your honorable body an accurate statement covering all 
the activities and duties devolving upon the Department of 
Finance and Taxation. It will be remembered that under the 
provisions of the Administrative Reorganization Bill it did 
not take effect until February I, 1923. Because of litigation 
resulting from the attack upon the constitutionality of the 
enactment of the Reorganization Bill, the Department of 
Finance and Taxation did not begin to function until after 
the decision of the Supreme Court sustaining the constitu
tionality of the Act, which was on the--day of February, 
1923, and hence the operations of this department did not 
begin until that date. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. D. SENTER, 
Commissioner of Finance and Taxation. 
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"DIVISION' OF TAXATION. 

As state..:l in the letter of transmittal, under the pro
visions of Chapter 7 of the Acts of 1923, known as the Ad- . 
ministrative Reorganization Bill, all the duties formerly de
volving upon the State Tax Commissioner created by Chap
ter 113 of the Acts of 1921, were transferred to the Depart
ment of Finance and Taxation, and administered through 
the Division of Taxation. By the provisions of Chapter 7 
of the Acts of 1923 it is provided that a superintendent of 
the Division of Taxation shall be appointed by the Commis
sioner of Finance and Taxation by and with the approval of 
the Governor. Pursuant to this authority, Mr. S. E. Hunt 
was duly appointed superintendent of the division. The Di
vision of Taxation, by the provisions of Chapter 7 of the 
Acts of 1923, is charged with the responsibility of superin
tending the assessment of all state taxes on real estate, per
sonal property and corporation property. Also the automo
bile regist~ation and license number plates, formerly admin
istered in the Department of Highways, was transferred to 
Division of Taxation for administration. Also the adminis
tration and supervision of the collection of inhertance and 
successon taxes was transferred from the office of the State 
Comptroller to the Department of Finance and Taxation and 
placed in the Division of Taxation. 

ASSESSMENT LAWS. 

Property assessments are now being made under the 
General Assessment Act of 1907, with certain later amend
ments. This Act directs the method of making assessments 
against the several classes of property. While the super
vision of property assessments is vested in the Division of 
Taxation, the method of assessment and the basis set forth 
in Chapter 602 of Public Acts of 1907. This Act is very 
comprehensive in its several provisions, and provides not 
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only the method but the machinery by and through which 
the several classes of property in this state shall be assessed. 
Certain powers were vested in the State Tax Commissioner 
and the State Board of Equalization under the provisions of 
Chapter 113 of the Acts of 1921 and transferred to the De
partment of Finance and Taxation by the provisions of Chap
ter 7 of the Acts of 1923. 

PRoPERTY AsSESSMENTS FOR YEAR 1923. 

The Divieion of Taxation could not begin to function 
until the decision of the SUpreme Court on the constitution
ality of Chapter 7 of the Acts of 1923 was rendered, which 
was on the -- day of February, 1923. All tax schedules 
had already been furnished the County Tax Assessors and 
County Taxing Agencies for the biennial assessments of 
1923-24. Under the provisions of Chapter 113 of the Acts 
()f 1923 the State Tax Commissioner was required to furnish 
to all corporations, foreign and domestic, authorized to do 
busine~s in the State of Tennessee certain schedules or 
questionnaires, to be filled out and returned to the State 
Tax Commissioner by the officers of the corporation, duly 
verified. The State Tax Commissioner was authorized and 
empowered to make up a summary from the sworn returned 
schedules or questionnaires of each respective corporation, 
and furnish same to County Tax Assessors or County Equal
ization Boards for their information in making the assess
ments of the property of such corporations in their respec
tive counties. However, there was no provision or require
ment under the 1921 Act by which the County Tax Assessors 
or the County Equalization Boards should make a report or 
a return as to the actual assessment made by the County 
Equalization Board, and hence the Division of Taxation had 
no means of knowing whether the information furnished 
to the County Tax Assessors in the form of the summary of 
the corporation return had been followed. To the end that 
the State Division of Taxation could know what use had 
been made by the County Taxing Agencies of the infOrm&-
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tion furnished to these officials in the form of the summary 
, of the corporation return, the Legislature of 1923 amended 
Chapter 113 of the Acts of 1921 so as to provide that the 
Division of Taxation should furnish to the chairman of the 
County Equalization Board a copy of the summary, with 
the further requirement that the chairman of the County 
Equalization Board should return the summary with his 
endorsement, to the Department of Finance and Taxation, 
showing the actual assessment made by the County Equali
zation Board 'of each several corporation in the respective 
counties. 

This amendment enabled the Division of Taxation and 
State Equalization Board to ascertain in a definite way the 
actual assessment made by the county officials against the 
respective corporations, and to compare such assessment 
with the information set forth in the sworn schedule -of 
the respective corporations. As a result, when these sum
maries were duly returned to the Division of Taxation show
ing the actual assessments made against each respective 
corporation by the respective County Equalization Boards, 
it was disclosed that in many instances the indicated assess
ment as shown by the corporation return was not followed, 
but the assessment materially reduced. In all such cases it 
was brought to the attention of the State Board of Equaliza
tion, and where the assessments appeared to be less than the 
sworn schedule of the respective corporations showed it 
should have been, the State Board issued citations to such 
corporations to appear arid show cause why the assessment 
should not be made to conform to the figures as disclosed 
by their sworn schedules on file in the Department of 
Finance and Taxation. 

Meetings of the State Board of Equalization were held 
in Jackson for the Western division of Tennessee; Knoxville 
and Chattanooga for the Eastern division, and in Nashville 
for the Middle division. All corporations which had been 
cited to appear were given an opportunity for a full hearing, 
and their respective assessments were reviewed by the State 
Board of Ef'lualizationj and increases or reductions were 
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made so as to conform to the facts with reference to values. 
These hearings were continued for several weeks by the 
State Board of Equalization at the State Capitol, and until 
all corporations were given an opportunity for a full hear· 
ing and a thorough investigation. More detailed results of 
these hearings will appear later in this report under the 
head of the "State Board of Equalization." 

In the matter of real estate assessments, the Division of 
Taxation only receives the tax aggregate by civil districts 
of the respective counties. When these tax aggregates were 
received and tabulated in the Division of Taxation it ap
peared in J1umerous counties of the state material reductions 
had been made in the tax aggregates, especially on farm 
lands. In nther counties of the state but little, if any, re
duction had been made in the tax aggregate on farm lands. 

The State Board of Equalization directed notice to be 
given the County Fiscal Agents of all counties that showed 
a material reduction in the tax aggregate· on farm lands, and 
to the end that uniformity would obtain among the several 
counties of the state in the assessment of farm lands as well 
as city or town property and personal property. The fiscal 
agents of these counties were invited to appear before the 
State Board to show cause, if any, why the tax aggregate 
on farm lands should have been reduced below that of the 
assessment of 1922. 

The State Board made a thorough investigation of each 
of the seyeral counties that showed material reductions as 
compared to the assessment for 1922 with a view of equal
izing, as b~tween counties, farm values for assessment pur
poses. The work of the State Equalization Board in this re
spect will be more fully discussed in this report under the 
head of "State Equalization Board." 

The tax aggregate for 1923 as finally equalized for the 
several counties of the state as to acreage property, town 
lots and per~onal property, railroads and public utilities is 
set forth in Table No.1. 



TABLE NO. 1.-SHOWING TAX AGGREGATE BY COUNTIES FOR YEAR 1923. 

1923 

Anderson ______________________ _ 
Bedford _______________________ _ 
Benton ________________________ _ 
Bledsoe ________________________ _ 
Blount, _______________________ _ 
Bradley _______ .. _______________ _ 
Campbell ______________________ _ 
Cannon ________________________ _ 
Carroll ________________________ _ 
Carter _________________________ _ 
Cheatham ______________________ _ 
Chester ________________________ _ 
Claiborne ______________________ _ 
Clay ___________________________ _ 
Cocke __ . ______________________ _ 
Coffee _________________________ _ 
Crockett ______________________ _ 
Cumberland ___ : _________________ , 
Davidson ______________________ _ 

~A~:~~{~f~f{f~:~ff~1 
~r:.:'o~i~ __ _.:_.:_.:_.:_.:_.:_.:_.:_.:_.:_.:_.:_.:_.:_.:_.:_.:_.:_.:_.:_.:_.:~I 
Giles __________________________ _ 
Grainger ______________________ _ 
Greene _______________ . ________ _ 
Grundy __________ ,.... ____________ _ 
Hamblen ____ .. ____________ . ____ _ 
Hamilton _________________ .. ____ _ 
Hancock ________________________ _ 
Hardeman ___________________ . __ 
Hardin ____ . ______________ . ____ _ 
Hawkina ______________________ _ 
Haywood ______________________ _ 

Acreage 

8,590,340 
. 8,451,510 

2,643,294 
2,788,187 

10,409,Q26 
8,870,866 
4,911,460 
2,188,230 
7,180,760 
4,116,686 
8,689,900 
2,498,408 
5,399,252 
2,719,980 
6,245,690 
6,265,652 
6,529,470 
8,863,700 , 

28,771,776 I 
2,047,742 
4,749,817 ! 
3,367,710 
9,836,800 
8,608,835 
2.659,369 
5,537,480 

16,217,226 
10,842,460 

4,297,374 
14,166,910 
1,636,250 
4,243,638 

11,170,410 
2,195,229 
8,967,185 
4,091,912 
6,896,138 
6,018,615 

Lota 

747,190 
2,080,150 

448,022 
806,800 

6,812,666 
8,069,956 
2,486,200 

18,0,110 
2,226,860 

490,870 
847,200 
606,208 
809,208 

1,496,780 
1,681,967 

782,609 
236,660 

128,448,740 
216,040 
817,325 

1,208,090 
8,268,900 

777,326 

--1,861:460 
4,940,800 
1,619,126 

119,100 
2,101,910 

466,406 
8,060,675 

88,868,616 
20,476 

1,162,029 
412,660 
794,670 

1,608,276 

'I Personalty I Public Utilities 

1,283,260 
1,644,060 

168,448 
886,437 

2,860,967 
1,470,662 
1,270,222 

629,067 
296,900 
863,020 
116,700 
181,166 

1,324,469 
266,072 
680,490 
616,169 
666,037 I 
246,015 I 

26,161,160 
808,640 
418,721 
610,392 
766,400 
881,460 
472,927 

1,827,676 
1,298,426 
1,7.64,660 

245,649 
455,910 
426,766 

1,098,980 
28,029,205 

219,856 
485,857 
410,277 
622,646 
566,697 

2,912,404 
1,620,994 
1,062,658 

711,237 
8,405,024 
3,288,769 
3,514,981 

376,084 
2,196,426 
2,494,638 

497,042 
480,746 
892,962 

900 
2,077,042 

792,788 
746,710 
626,998 

26,010,098 
99,672 

6,817 
1,338,943 
8,041,246 
2,240,640 

188,416 
2,652,499 
8,868,774 
3,020,666 

678,378 
2,664,870 

869,109 
1,965,489 

22,986,869 

8,459,876 
17,740 

1,992,004 
1,848,647 I 

Total 

8,583,194 
13,696,714 

4,317,422 
U91,611 

i2,987,681 
11,700,231 
12,182,868 

8,218,491 
11,898,986 
7,466,068 
4,650,842 
3,665,607 
7,926,891 
2,975,902 

10,498,902 
8,856,656 
8,614,726 
4,872,268 

203,876,778 
2,670,994 
6,991,680 
6,426,136 

16,887,846 
12,007,660 

8,266,712 
11,269,014 
26,820,224 
17,246,691 

6,840,896 
19,889,600 
2,898,619 

10,363,777 
146,048,999 

2,486,669 
9,014,897 
4,982,689 

10,806,268 
9,486,284 

County 
Rate 

1.45 
.86 

1.66 
1.69 
1.88 
1.62 
2.20 
1.90 
1.20 
2.16 
1.10 
1.20 
2.10 
1.48 
1,64 
1.68 

.94 
1.70 
1.00 
1.87 
1.06 
1.66 
1.70 

.97 
2,00 
1.17 

.70 

.95 
1.73 
1.89 
1.90 
1.42 
1.06 
1.86 
1.46 
1.10 
1.66 
1.41 

$ 

County Tax 

128,731.81 
116,981.74 

71,287.46 
66,646.61 

817,229.99 
189,543.74 
266,922.98 

61,161.82 
142,798.08 
169,886.36 
47,721.98 
48,986.08 

166,448.71 
42,666.89 

161,688.09 
182,083.68 

80,978.42 
82,828.47 

2,088,767.78 
86,592.61 
62,912.64 

100,282.10 
287,098.86 
116,474.30 

66,814.24 
181,847.46 
180,741.66 . 
168,848.56 

92,888.86 
269,616.44 

65,071.86 
147,028.63 

1.648,119.39 
88,128.60 

180,701.60 
64,268.47 

169,781.42 
188,060.89 I 

State Tax 
80 Cta. Rate 

I 26,699.68 
40,790.1<& 
12,962.26 
12,674.88 
68,968.04 
85,100.69 
86,898.68 

9,666.47 
86,699.60 
28,596.18 
18,016.08 
10,996.62 
28,777.67 

8,927.70 
81,496.70 
26,069.66 
26,844.17 
14,616.78 

610,130.81 
8,012.98 

17,976.04 
19,276.40 
60,668.68 
86,022.98 

9,797.18 
88,807.04 
77,460.67 
61,740.07 
16,021.18 
68,168.80 
8,696.66 

81,061.88 
488,147.00 

7,806.67 
27,041.69 
1<&,797.76 
80,916.76 
28,808.70 

1 r 



TABLE NO. I.-SHOWING TAX AGGREGATE BY COUNTIES FOR YEAR 1923.-Con~nued. 

1921 

::::~~~- -~~ === === = ===== ==== ===~ I 
Hiekman -----------------------1 Houalon _______________________ . 
Kump.....,.. ____________________ _ 
t.~k.oD ____ • __________________ _ 
Jf'fI.nOD ______ . ____ • __________ _ 
JohnllOD ._._. _______________ . __ _ 
Knoll _____ .. _._ •. ________ • _____ _ 
Lake __________________________ _ 
LaudETdale ____________________ _ 
La.renee ___ . _____ . __ ._. _______ _ ww. ____ . _________________ . __ _ 
Lancooln _. __ . __ . _______________ _ 
Loudon _____________________ . ___ _ 
Maron ________________________ _ 
MeMinn _. _____________________ _ 
MeNu.,. ______________________ _ 
Madiaon ___ . ___________________ _ 
Marion _. __ . ____ .. _. ___ . _______ _ 
ManhaU __ .. ____________________ _ 
Maury _________________________ _ 
Meilra _________________________ _ 
Monroe _. _________ . __ . _________ _ 
Montlromery ___________________ _ 
Moore _________________________ _ 
Morwan _______________________ _ 
Obion ________________________ _ 
Overton _______________________ _ 
Perl"'J' _________________________ _ 
Plekett ________________________ _ 
Polk ___________________________ _ 
Putnam _______________________ _ 
Rhea __________________________ _ 

. ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ I 

A.reIIC. 

1,~&t.161 
8.687.946 
4.IG6.0AO 
1.660.665 
1.648.486 
8.661,100 
6.884,926 
1.929.2.410 

26.818.606 
4.G61.0S6 
8.254.410 
1.741.100 
1.6611.662 

10.408,876 
4,088.000 
1.816.816 
4.046.67. 
8.851.240 
8.648.667 
6.787,660 
7.182.246 

13.988.617 
1.706.640 
6.706.880 
11.876.880 
1.222.166 
8,269.168 

16.208,866 
2.761.721 
2.204.090 
1.164.719 
7.841.482 
6.626.262 
2.801,080 
7.021.187 
9.498.862 

111.764.866 
8.416.102 

744.716 
1.460.880 

860.840 
294.762 
6111.860 
147.800 
721.062 
150.720 

69.887.169 
818,918 

1.901.100 
1.844.510 

249.476 
1.917.866 
2.818.960 

67.748 
2.898.914 

622.870 
10.076.616 

1.684.046 
1.220.966 
4.468.640 

80.266 
1.554.770 
6.208.530 

88.690 
871.136 

8.424.856 
290.846 
103.326 

10.776 
653.947 

1.909.281 
876.921 

2.242.767 
8.088.640 
4.964.606 

456.690 

Penonall7 
j- i 
\ Publie Ulilitis 

466.904 
1.1I8.3R6 

681.160 
144.832 
862.880 
485.200 
988.167 
202.626 

19.187.758 
S17.821 
726.260 
666.488 
808,267 

1.2i1.536 , 
1.178,816 , 

228.S74 I 
602.061 
822.687 

2,422.278 I' 1.012.116 
966.216 

8.667.614 
98.465 

1.429.250 
1.879.020 I 

196,854 
876,682 I 

1.889.480 , 
561.616 
178.870 

7:;:m I 
858.09S I 
481.612 

1.678.133 , 
1.638.844 I 
1.819.ll0 

618.200 

62S.478 
1.1111.110 

482.966 
858.703 

1.091.648 
1.660 

1.629.099 
609.9A4 

16.808.006 
289.608 

2.776.191 
1.689.603 

466.740 
1.166.138 
1.981.671 

2.800 
8.725.919 
1.666,837 
4,926.950 
8.510.428 
1.740,575 
3.5".925 

900 
2.236.120 
2,392.8M3 

14,638 
2.807.842 
4.846.167 

208,646 
1.960 

600 
7.081.766 

578.998 
2.691.872 
3.276.255 
2.466.742 
2.892.7M4 
2.423.220 

Total 

6.686.257 
16,162,821 

6,641.986 
2,848.452 
6.722.268 
4.185.250 

10.123.258 
2.892.5~9 

181.102.436 
6.087.436 

13.659.151 
10.830.901 

2.684.134 
14.761.418 

9.517 .337 
4.099.738 

10.772.467 
6,862.684 

26,078.806 
11.794.250 
11.059.000 
25.674.596 

1.831.160 
10.926.020 
18.856.818 

1.522.348 
6.824.727 

25,364.867 
3.822.226 
2.482.746 
1.242.886 

16.194.672 
8.872.619 
6.261.886 

14.118.842 
16.682.088 
29.441.264 

6.812.112 

I Count,. 

" Rate 

I 1.60 

I 1.25 
1.86 

.86 
1.76 
1.20 
1.60 
1.98 

.81 

.92 
1.22 
1.19 
1.44 
1.20 
1.13 
1.14 
1.70 
1.04 
1.40 
1,60 

I
' .86 

.90 
1,62 
2.00 
1.25 

.95 
2.20 

.77 
1.70 
1.88 
1.68 
1.40 
1.36 
1.38 
1.57 
1.14 

.88 
2.26 

Counl7 Tu 

90.980.11 
1~9.585.26 
121.009.l6 

24.458.68 
100.711.82 

49.628,00 
161.972.04 

57.278,26 
1.061.929.78 

66.004.40 
166.641.64 
122.937.72 

88.651.62 
177.136.95 
107.645.90 

46.786.96 
188.181.98 
66.170,87 

365.026.28 
176.918.75 

94.001.50 
231.071.86 

29.664.79 
218.520.40 
285.703.91 

14.462.80 
160.148.99 
196.305.62 

64.977.84 
34.261.88 
19.637.69 

226.724.00 
119.780.36 

86.269.11 
221.579.46 
190.176.80 
259.083.12 
168.272.52 

State Tu 
10 Cta. Rate 

17.058.77 
45.488.46 
19.628.10 
8.580.85 

17.166,78 
12.405,75 
80.369.76 

8.677.71 
898.807.80 

18.262.80 
40.977.45 
80.992.70 

8.052.40 
44.284.28 
28.552.01 
12.299.19 
82.817.40 
19.087.75 
78.219,91 
35.882.76 
83.171.00 
77.028.78 

5.498.48 
82.778,06 
66.568.93 

4.567.04 
20.474.18 
76.093.10 
11.466.67 

7.448.28 
8.728.66 

48.688.71 
26.178.85 
18.754.16 
42.840.02 
60.046,26 
88.823.79 
20.486.88 

1 
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1923 

TABLE NO. I.-SHOWING TAX AGGREGATE BY COUNTIES FOR YEAR 1923.-Continued. 

I Acreage Lota I Personalty Public Utilities Total 
County 
Rate County Tax 

I, State Tax 
30 Cta. Rate 

Sequatchie -_____________________ 1,618,722 131,912 122,576 I 451,226 2,324,436 1.09'4 25.394.46 6.97380 
Sevier __________________________ 5.600,275 610.686 409.892 230.196 6.751.048 1.67 112.742.50 20.263.14 
Shelby __________________________ 89,727,975 164.631.426 25.083,306 38.946.978 268.389.683 .96 2,202.649.97 688.328.11 

~:~~rt --===~==================== ~:~~:::~g ntm l·m:m ~~~:m l~:m:m U~ l~~:g~::~: ~~::~~:~i 
Sullivan ________________________ 8,624,866 7,311.875 3.022.711 4.260.886 23.110.337 1.80 800.434.38 69.331.01 
SumneJ; _______________________ __ 10,446,641 1.662.460' 1.338.885 3.904.553 17.841.639 1.00 173.416.39 62.024.61 
Tipton ____ .-----________________ 7,794,065 2.0Q8.215 556.911 2.630.938 18.040.119 1.80 169.621.54 89.120.35 

~';,'i~~1al':. __ =====================~ ~:m:!~g 1,~~g:m m:m 1.m:~~~ U~tm 1:~~ ~~:m:gi l~:m:~~ 
Union __________________________ 8.807.750 60.200 64,400 116.841 8.648.191· 1.68 69.609.60 10.644.57 
Van Buren -____________________ 1.842.162 38.435 37.183 I 529.664 1.947.384 1.35 26.289.68 6.842.16 
Warren ________________________ 3,493.288 1.601,498 608.308 1.313.308 6.916.897 1.64 118.428.91 20.749.19 
Washington _____________________ 8.789.040 8.066.690 2,865.960 I 4.649.136 24.319.826 1.02 248.062.21 72.969.47 
Wayne _________________________ 2,832.210 394.430 299.460 I 156.721 3.682.821 1.70 62.607.96 11.048.46 
Weakley --------------__________ 11.838.413 8.188.769 1.206.152 I 2,437.654 18.670.988 101 188.676.95 66.012.96 
White __________________________ 3.868.630 779,236 836.221 1.147,258 6.631.346 1.34 88.860.02 19.894.08 
Williamson -----------__________ 13.524.680 1.817.440 2.867.617 2.759.423 I 20.459.060 .78 129.207.86 68.098.91 
WilBon _________________________ 12.866,300 2,953,960 2,847,650 A26.862 18.984.162 .90 170.867.46 66.952.48 

/-----/ /1 ----- -----/ --
Total _________________ --,,-_-_--._.-'-.:.63_0.,:..8"'5.:.5.:.,;. 7.,;;;1,;".9 -'-....:.6,;".88"'.,;".84"4::.;.5:..:1,::2.....:.-.:1..:.69:.,: • .:..70"'7..:..3:..:6""8---''--.,;;2.:.5:.,:6.,;,,.68:,.4.,:..4...:9,.;.0-'-1.,;;1"',6:..:4.:.4,:..:.9.:...92::,:.,:.07;,.;4c-''--__ .!..1 _'.:..:1c:.8",.8..:.79:.,:.::.29;,.;6",.1:.:3C-'-='c-4", • .=.81:..:0",,1:.:1::c8:.:.8:..:4 
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ASSESSMENT FOR YEAR 1924. 

The tax aggregate for the respective counties of the 
State for the year 1924 has not been finally equalized by the 
State Board at the date of the preparation of this report~ 
'lhe appendei table of the tax aggregate of the several coun
ties of the state for 1924 does not include any changes or 
alterations, iJlcreases or decreases which may be made by 
the State Board of Equalization. However, as these changes, 
reductions or increases will probably not materially effect 
the tax aggregate of the several counties, the folowing table, 
showing the tax aggregate of the respective counties, on 
acreage property, town lots, personal property, railroads 
and publil! utilities is given for the year 1924. 



TABLE NO. 2.-SHOWING TAX AGGREGATE BY COUNTIES FOR YEAR 1924. 

1924 

Anderson _______ .,.. ______________ _ 
Bedford _______________________ _ 
Benton _____ .... __________________ _ 
Bledsoe ________________________ _ 
Blount _________ , ________________ _ 
Bradley _______________________ _ 
CampbeU ______________________ _ 
Cannon ________________________ _ 
CarroU ________________________ _ 
Carter _________________________ _ 
Cheatbam ______________________ _ 
Chester ________________________ _ 
Claiborne ______________________ _ 
Clay ___________________________ _ 
Cocke _________________________ _ 
Coffee _________________________ _ 
Crockett _______________________ _ 
Cumberland ____________________ _ 
Davidson ______________________ _ 
Decatur _______________________ _ 
DeKalb ________________________ _ 
Dickson _______________________ _ 
Dyer __________________________ _ 
Fayette _______________________ _ 
Fentress _______________________ _ 
Franklin ______________________ _ 
Gibson _________________________ _ 
Giles __________________________ _ 
Grainger ______________________ _ 
Greene ________________________ _ 
Grundy ________________________ _ 
Hamblen _______________________ _ 
Hamilton ______________________ _ 
Hancock __________________ . _____ _ 
Hardeman _____________ ,.. _______ _ 
Hardin ________________________ _ 
Hawkin8 ______________________ _ 
Haywood ______________________ _ 
Henderson _____________________ _ 

Acreage 

8,595,141 
8,463.060 
2,660.877 
2.699.240 

10.360.440 
3.876.806 
4.886.168 
2,182,150 
7,088,420 
4,130,170 
3,611,785 
2.505,67Z 
5,473,299 
2,737,343 
6,136,770 
5.271,662 
6.699,930 
3.525.836 

30,001,540 
2,418.046 
4.827,340 
8.298.680 
9.810,600 
8.439,560 
2.372.756 
5.674.380 

16.190,925 
10.862,760 

4,400,158 
14,009.080 

1,639.905 
4,635,121 

10,787,485 
1,969,630 
3,912.885 
4,122,045 
7,221,606 
5.999,725 
3.851,165 

Lots 

823.572 
2.109,660 

466,777 
294,900 

6.422.410 
8.164.835 
2,502.010 

180.230 
2.879.660 

897,710 
848.025 
504,365 
838,998 

1,560,950 
1,681,957 

710,510 
258,030 

129,282,000 
218,607 
811,310 

1,280,265 
8,232,300 

788,655 

1,895.440 
4,984.275 
1,624.625 

137,780 
2,148,645 

472,815 
8,172,213 

91,665,095 
24,580 

1,021,320 
414,490 
852.995 

1,494.606 
751,715 

Personalty Public Utilities 

1,258,667 
1,800,070 

197,498 
347,765 

2,568,590 
1,630,577 
1,005,242 

312,911 
871,006 
830,385 
125,175 
212,951 

1,144,704 
804.769 
689.930 
484.602 
477,522 
298.810 

29,164,320 
249,863 
409.830 
667,875 
666,800 
840,666 
468.060 

1,084,680 
1,224,450 
1,650.525 

229,510 
450.246 
435.440 

1.008,916 
19,368.100 

192,735 
586.546 
490.800 
591.646 
528.562 
402,909 

2.912,404 
1.620.994 
1,062.668 

711.237 
3.406.024 
3.288,769 
3,614,981 

376.084 
2.195.426 
2,494,638 

497,042 
480.746 
892.962 

900 
2,077.042 

792,788 
746.710 
526.998 

26,010,098 
99,672 

6.317 I 
1,338,948 
8.041,245 
2,240.640 

133.416 
2,562,499 
8,363,744 
8,020.666 

678.878 
2.664.870 

869,109 
1,965,489 

22,986,869 

8,459.876 
17.740 

1,992.004 
1,843,647 

623,478 

Total 

8,589,784 
13,683,784 
4,377.810 
3,953,142 

22,736,464 
11,959,486 
11.908,391 
3.061.875 

12.029.511 
7.852.903 
4.682.027 
8.703.734 
7.844,963 
8,043,002 

10,464.692 
8.230,999 
8.684.672 
4.609.674 

214.447,968 
2.981.178 
6,064.797 
6.680.218 

16.740.946 
11,809,810 

2.974.222 
-11.206,899 
25.768.394 
17.068.466 
5.446.816 

19,267,841 
2.917,269 

10.771.739 
144,796,549 

2,186.\W5 
8.980.126 
6.046.076 

10.668,161 
9.361,540 
5,629,262 

County 
Rate 

$1.60 
1.23 
1.55 
1.74 
1.88 
1.62 
2.60 
2.05 
1.27 
2.67 
1.11 
1.33 
1.90 
1.40 
1.61 
1.60 

.94 
1.70 

.74 
1.80 

I 1.05 
1.64 
1.70 

.97 
2.10 
1.17 
1.30 
1.88 
1.88 
1.5¢ 
2.18 
1.83 
1.06 
1.46 
1.61 
2.00 
1.70 
1.41 
1.60 

$ 

County Tax 
State Tax 

80 Cta. Rate 

187.486.54 $ 25,769.36 
41,051.36 
13.133.48 
11.869.42 
68.209.39 
36,878.46 
86,725.17 

168,310.64 
67.866.05 
68.704.67 

312.763.20 
193.743.67 
809.618.16 

62.663.18 
162.774.78 
201,819.60 

50,860.49 
49.259.66 

149.054.29 
42.602.02 

168.016.84 
123.464.98 
80,226.91 
78.364.45 

1.586,914.88 
58.661.20 
63.575.88 I 

101.S36.28 
284,696.06 
114,660.30 

62,468.66 
131.120.71 
834.924.12 
226.877.69 

99.668.43 
296,724.75 

68.696.46 
143.264.12 

1,584,843.41 
81,710.70 

135,599.90 
100.901.62 
181.188.66 
181,997.71 
90.068.19 

9.154.12 
86,088.63 
28,568.70 
18,746.08 
11,111.20 
23.584.88 

9,129.00 
81.894.07 
24.692.99 
25.604.01 
18.829.02 

648.843.87 
8,948,58 

18,164.89 
19,740.68 
50,222.88 
35.427.93 

8,922.66 
83,620.69 
77,290.18 
51.175.89 
16,887.44 
57,808.52 
8.751.80 

82.815.21 
484.889.64 

6,560.88 
26,940.87 
15,185.22 
81.974.45 
28.084.62 
16,887.78 

L 
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TABLE NO. 2.-SHOWING TAX AGGREGATE BY COUNTIES FOR YEAR 1924.-Continued. 

H""17 ________________________ _ 
Hickman _____________________ _ 
Hou.ton _______________________ _ 
Humph.JoeFl;, ___________________ _ 
~_k80n _______________________ _ 
.Ieof1'rrsoll ______________________ _ 
Jobnaon _______________________ _ 
KnOll __________________________ _ 
L.ke _________________________ _ 
I •• ud.....tale ____________________ _ 
l..awr.rtee ______________________ _ 
L .... ia _________________________ _ 
Lincoln ________________________ _ 
J.A,udon ________________________ _ 
Macon __________________________ 1 
McMinn _______________________ _ 
MeN.iry _______________________ _ 
Madison ______________________ _ 
Marion __________________ • _____ _ 
MaHhaU ______________________ _ 
Maury _________________________ _ 
Neill'1l ______________ .... __________ _ 
Monroe ____________________ . ___ _ 
Mont&,omery _________________ _ 
Moore _________________________ _ 
Mol'tran ________________________ _ 
Obion ________________________ _ 
Overton ______________________ _ 
Perl7 __________ .. _______________ _ 
Pickett ________________________ _ 
Polk ___________________________ _ 
Putnauf _____________________ _ 
Rhea __________________________ _ 
Roane _________________________ _ 
Robertson _____________________ _ 
Rutherford ____________________ _ 
Scott __________________________ _ 

. Sequatebie ____________________ _ 
Sevier _________________________ _ 

8.14'.201 
4.887.140 
1.146.222 
•. 688.210 
'.680.700 
6.612.508 
1.897.081 

27.100.2t15 
6.698.682 
8.178.790 
6.5R7.875 
1.606.886 

10.142.864 
4.088.426 

1.808,582 I 
4.026.800 
8.821.927 
8.829.600 
6.128.06& 
7.182.246 

18.988.617 
1.714.025 
6.670.415 
8.849.280 
1.198.946 
8.219.428 

16.197.880 
2.640.804 

1.146.176 
7.810.841 
6.016.906 
8.402.290 
6.882.492 
8.818.102 

14.929.540 
1.446.180 
1.688.795 
6,6&8,426 

Lota 

US8.&10 
6&1.460 
108.798 
686.1120 
148.626 

1.008.1102 
152.G76 

11,40&,888 

1.822.900 
1.428.700 

255.74& 
1.924.618 
2,889.060 

&7.842 
2.&16,770 

621.768 
10.408.29& 

1.495.07& 
1.200.96& 
4.468.640 

81,20& 
1.&80.080 
6.888.620 

86.085 
876.855 

8.622.140 
810.090 

27.950 
669.899 

1.840.900 
941.688 

•. 686.608 
8.076.031 
4.964.606 

494.426 
189.606 
648,481 

~I Penonal~ I Public Utilitl .. /. 

1.025.890 
650.180 
188.164 
108.900 
860.825 
858.969 I 
196.667 

17 .165.187 I 
8\8.716 
708.200 
622.260 I 
278.670 
968.870 

1.221,786 
198.808 
626.841 
406.008 

2,047.810 
1,024.697 

889.680 
8.\81.891 

78.895 I 1.888.782 
1.689.480 

189.788 
882.952 

1.865,816 
666.066 

91.900 
720.649 
794,800 I 
598,788 

1.260.689 I 1.421,822 
1.827.025 

489.840 
106.860 
406.846 

l,811.110 
482.868 
868.701 

1,081.648 
1.610 

1.529.099 
609.984 

15.808.006 
289.603 

2.775.191 
1.689.608 

466.740 
1.166.188 
1,931.571 

2.800 
8.725.919 
1.666.887 
4.926.960 
8.510.428 
1.740.575 
3.554.926 

900 
!.285.120 
2.892.883 

14.688 
2.807.842 
4,846.167 

208,646 

600 
7.081,766 

678.998 
2.591.872 
3.276.255 
2.455.742 
2.892.784 
2.428.220 

461.226 
280,196 

Total 

15.852.715 
6.421.986 
2.840.872 
6.670.67R 
4.141.800 

10.004.4711 
2.866.260 

184.069.171 
6.201.850 

18.675.081 
10.227.928 

2.602.441 
14.696.491 

9.575.881 
4.067.482 

10.894.880 
6.415.640 

26.207.696 
11.168.166 
10.918.866 
26.188.978 

1.819.629 
10.824.847 
18.766.268 

1.484.857 
6.786.677 

26.621.602 
3,716.096 

1.266.625 
16.132.665 

9.230.098 
7.629.678 

13.946.044 
16,770.697 
24.618.864 

6.868.116 
2.881.886 
6,737,902 

coun~J 
Rate 1 
1.18% 
1.05 

.86 
1.65 
1.15 
1.60 
1.70 

.78 

.92 
1.67 
1.48 
1.48 
1.40 
1.18 

.70 
1.65 
1.10 
1.49 
1.50 

.97 
1.10 
1.86 
1.89 
1.25 
1.05 
2.60 

.91 
2.70 
1.60 
1.48 
1.50 
1.15 
1.40 
1.70 
1.35 

_89 
2.25 
1.16 
1.80 

1 State Tax 
Coun~ Tax 10 Cta. Rate 

211.685.10 
181.648.68 

24.481.48 
98.564.45 
47.624.95 

160.071.66 
48.589.42 

1.045.739.58 
67.067.02 

213.128.77 
161.878.88 

87.214.90 
204.860.87 
108.206.89 
28.402.87 

179.764.69 
70.570.94 

890.494.65 
176.872.47 
105,859.64 
276.628.70 

88.661.28 
204.680.15 
284.565.78 

16.586.74 
176.451.00 
232.245.66 
100.307.66 

18.112.78 
241.989.82 
106,146.12 
106,414.09 
287,082.74 
226.404.40 
219.063.80 
154,195.08 

27,386.93 
121,282.28 

46.018.14 
18.265.80 

8.522.61 
17.011.71 
12.428.90 
10.018.48 

8.666.78 
402.207.11 

18.606.66 
4.072.74 

80.688.78 
7.807.12 

48.789.47 
28.727.49 
12.172.44 
82.684.49 
19.246.62 
78.628.08 
85.274.49 
82.740.09 
76.416.91 
1.468.68 

82.478.04 
56.295.78 
4.468.07 

20.869.78 
76,664.60 
11.146.28 

8.799.87 
48.897.96 
27.690.29 
22,688.78 
41.888.18 
50.812.09 
78.841.66 
20.669.84 

7,144.15 
20,218.70 

L r 



TABLE NO. 2.-SHOWING TAX AGGREGATE BY COUNTIES FOR YEAR 1924.-Continued. 

1924 

Shelby _________________________ _ 
Smith _________________________ _ 
Stewart _______________________ _ 
Sullivan _______________________ _ 
Sumner _______________________ _ 
Tipton ________________________ _ 

~~i:ta~e __ ======================~ Union _________________________ _ 
Van Buren _____________________ _ 
Warren _____ ,.. __________________ _ 
Washington ____________________ _ 
Wayne ________________________ _ 
Weakley _______________________ _ 
White _________________________ _ 
Williamson _______ . _____________ _ 
Wilson ________________________ _ 

Acreage 

39,922,950 
8,346,860 
2,949,480 
8,467,240 

10,488,805 
7,804,591 
3,403,215 
1,181,970 
8,351,650 
1,110,866 
3,492,969 
8,815,720 
2,781,D70 

11,924,558 
'3,784,308 

15,871,665 
12,362,580 

Lots 

172,656,225 
747,590 
248,060 

7,286,470 
1,780,610 
2,068,025 

550,626 
1,583,590 

57,225 
88,870 

1,613,123 
9,586,250 

392,860 
2,983,190 

849,881 

"-3,362~685 

'I Personalty I Public Utilities 
'1' 1 

24,297,750 
1,151,780 

898,130 
3,226,454 
1,135,885 

601,718 
700,935 
191,666 

66,225 
87,719 

617,084 
1,850,150 

282,660 
1,133,692 

628,Q48 
2,163,465 
2,062,335 

38,946,978 
340,309 
207,614 

4,250,886 
8,904,663 
2,630,938 

121,608 
1,776,280 

115,841 
629,664 

1,813,303 
4,649,186 

156,721 
2,437,651 
1,147,268 
2,759,428 

826,362 

Total 
County 
Rate 

275,828,903 .95 
10,586,539 1.13 

8,798,284 1.40 
23,221,060 1.38 
17,809,763 1.03 
13,105,272 1.80 

4,776,184 1.02 
4,733,495 1.70 
3,579,941 1.50 
1,717,109 1.36 
6,936,479 1.70 

24,400,266 1.07 
3,618,211 1.76 

18,486,094 1 01 

20,284,453 :87 
18,608,912 .95 

County Tax 

2,610,32" 07 
119,627.89 

63,176.97 
320,450.49 
178,290.45 
170,368.53 
48,717.07 
80,469.41 
.53,699.11 
23,180.97 

117,920.14 
261,082.72 

63,281.19 
186,699.44 

92,296.72 
176,474.74 
176,737.16 

State Tax 
30 Cta. Rate 

827,471.70 
81,759.81 
11,394.85 
69,663.15 
51,929.25 
39,815.81 
14,828.55 
14,200.48 
10,739.82 

5,161.82 
20,809.43 
73,200.76 
10,839.63 
55,455.28 
19,228.48 
60,868.85 
55,811.73 

6,409,495 1'441 

__ -=T~M=a~I_-=-=-,~--~-=-~--~.~-~--=-~-~--=-=-~--=-=-~I_6=2=7~,4=9=4,~8~17~~1~61=2~,6=8~4~,1~64~LI~16=0~,9=0=7~,6=6~4~11~2=5=6=.6~R=2.~fi=00~~1.~R=6R~,=61=9~.1~8~5~1~_=_=_~~S_1=9~.1=8~9~.D~7=2.=8~5~1~$~4~,9=8_4,~7~04=.~74 

I r 
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The assessed valuation of corporation property, as final
ly equalized by the State Board of Equalization, showed a 
considerable increase on this class of property above the fig
ures at which the assessment had been made by the County 
Tax Assessor and County Board of Equalization for the year 
1923. This increase was largely due to uncovering and put
ting upon the tax books a large amount of intangible prop
erty of domestic corporations, which had either escaped tax
ation in former years, or had been inadequately assessed. As 
previously stated, the amendment to the 1921 Act authoriz
ing and requiring the Division of Taxation to furnish the 
chairmen of the County Equalization Boards an abstract or 
summary of the value of corporation property in the respec
tive counties, as disclosed by the sworn returned schedules 
made to the Department of Finance and Taxation with an en
dorsement thereon showing the actual assessment as made 
by the County Equalization Boards, enabled the State Board 
of Equalization to discover in a great many instances that 
the intangible property of domestic corporations in the state 
had either escaped assessment, or had been inadequately as
sessed, and assessed at a figure greatly below that as dis
closed by the sworn return made by the corporation to the 
Division of Taxation. 

The wisdom of this amendment to the Act of 1921 has 
been clearlv demonstrated, because it was found that in a 
number of 'counties, the County Tax Assessors and County 
Equalization Boards assessed the corporation property of 
numerous ('orporations at a figure greatly less than the 
,",worn return of the corporation showed the property to be 
worth. The State Tax Department, nor the State Equaliza
tion Board, would not have had any means of discovering 
that the 10('31 tax' authorities had not been guided by the 
iI.formation !umished by this department in the form of 
lIummaries, but had proceeded to make the assessment with· 
out referen(e to the information furnished by this depart
ment, which information was taken from the value of the 
property as disclosed by the sworn returned schedules of 
the corporations. 
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Under the law. the county tax authorities are not re
quired to furnish to the State Division of Taxation indi
vidual· assessments. but are only required to return the tax 
aggregate of the county by civil districts. showing the aggre
gate assessment of acreage property. town lots· and per
sonal property; It is only by comparing the tax aggregate 
of the current year with previous years' assessments that 
the State Division of Taxation can determine whether or 
not there had been material increases or decreases. And 
in the event of increases or decreases in the tax aggregate 
the Division of Taxation nor the State Board of Equalization 
cannot determine the individual assessments that have been 
reduced or increased. or the reasons therefor. However, 
the Divisirm of Taxation. in comparing the property assess
mentson real estate of the respective counties for 1923 with 
t922, discovered material decreases in the assessments. a list 
of such counties setting forth the amount of decreases was 
submitted to the State Board of Equalization with proper 
recommendation by the superintendent of taxation, with ref
erence to a basis for equalizing assessments among the sev
eral counties of the state. 

Iri instances where it was disclosed that counties had 
increased the land assessments in 1923 over 1922 this in
formation was also communicated to the State Board and 
the attention 'of the State Board directed to such counties. 
These were few in nU1I.lber as compared to the counties that 
had shown decreases in the aggregate assessment of farm 
lands in 1£23 under that ·of 1922. The work of the State 
Board with reference to equalizing and adjusting as between 
counties wiI! be more fully referred to and set out in this 
report under the head of "State Board of Equalization." 

While the General Assessment Law of 1907 makes pro
vision for the assessment of intangible property of foreign 
corporations domesticated under the laws of the State of 
Tennessee, in the case of Patterson vs. Express Co.. 122 
Tennessee Reports, it was held that the constitutional pro
visions with reference to taxation of property are not self
executing, and that the agencies or instruments of law for 
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the a!JbeSSnl£-nt and the collection of taxes and the method or 
system for the assessments must be provided by legislative 
enact:nent. In this case it was held that methods for assess
ing and collecting taxes on intangible property of a foreign 
corporation had not been sufficiently provided by legislative 
enactment. To the end, therefore, that the intangible prop
erty of foreign corporations may be assessed for taxation in 
this state, I suggest that the Legislature of 1925 by legisla
tive enactment make proper provision for a method by which 
the intangible property of· foreign corporations doing busi
ness in Tennessee and subject to taxation under the State 
Constitution, may be assessed. This is important and should 
receive prompt and serious consideration at the hands of the 
General Assembly of 1925. 
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STATE BOARD OF EQUALIZATION, 

Under the provisions of Chapter '1 of the Acts of 1923, 
the same being the Administrative Reorganization Bill, the 
State Board of Equalization is composed of the Governor, 
Secretary of .State, State' Treasurer. . Commissioner of 
Finance and Taxation and Superintendent of the Division of 
Taxation. The Board as thus constituted met on April 4, 
1923, at the office of the Commissioner of Finance and Tax
ation for the purposes of organiz~tion, and attending to any 
unfinished business of the previous. board .. At this meeting 
Governor Peay was elected chairman. of the board; Com
missioner of Finance and Taxation J. D. Senter was elected 
vice-chairman; S. E. Hunt, superintendent of the Division of 
TaxatlOn, wac; elected secretary. 

The State Board of Equalization was duly convened on 
the 13th day of August, 1923, to begin the work of equalizing 
property assessments. At this meeting the superintendent 
of the Division of Taxation, pursuant to the requirements 
of law, submiit€d to the State Board a report with reference 
to the assessments made by the several counties of the state 
as equalized by the respective County Boards of Equaliza
tion and certified by the County Court Clerks of the respec
tive counties, which statement by the several counties 
showed the amount of increases and decreases by the re-o 
spective counties upon the assessments made in 1922. This 
report also contained Gertain recommendations with refer
ence to assessments by counties. 

At this meeting the State Board deferred action on the 
report and recommendations of S. E. Hunt, superintendent 
of taxation, but directed Mr. Hunt to procure additional data 
and facts with reference to the assessment of various coun
ties referred to in his report. 

At a subsequent meeting of the board the secretary was 
directed to notify the County Judges of the respective coun
ties where the assessments had been materially reduced 
to appear and show why a horizontal increase should not be 
ordered. In response to a notice sent out to the various coun
ties, county judges and the fiscal agents of the respective 
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counties appeared before the State Board, and a full discus
sion and investigation was had as pertained to the several 
counties showing material reduction. These officials in many 
instances were prepared to show that the reductions in 
assessments of their. respective counties were due to depre
ciation in real estate, and a general deflation in the value of 
farm products. This resulted in the State Board approving 
the assessments as made by the County Tax Assessors and 
equalized by the County Board of .Equalization except in 
certain cases where individual appeals had been taken, and 
these appeals were acted upon. It also appeared to the State 
Board that in the counties of Hancock,Harden, Hamblen and 
Robertson that in order to properly equalize the assessments 
of these counties with other counties of the state, a hori
zontal decrease of 5 per cent on real property should be 
made and the secretary was directed to so Jlotify and certify 
to the County Court Clerks of said four counties of said ac
tion of the board. 

In the matter of equalizing the assessments for Sulli
van county it appeared from the report made by the chair
man of the County Equalization Board and as certifiefid by 
the County Court Clerk, that there should be a horizontal 
increase by civil districts on certain civil districts outside of 
municipal corporations, and a horizontal reduction in two dis
tricts, with no change in one-district. The increases and re
ductions by civil districts were made as recommended by the 
County Board and the same so certified by the secretary, by 
order .of the board. 

The State Board of Equalization held sessions for 1923 
in Jackson for the Western division of the State; Knoxville 
and Chattanooga for the Eastern division of the state, and 
Nashville for the Middle division of the state. Due notice 
had been given by publication of the time and place for 
holding these meetings. In each respective session a large 
number of appeals were considere~ and acted· upon by the 
board. 

The attention of the State Board was called to the as
sessments of the property of corporations doing business in 
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the state. As previously set out in this report, the assess
ments made by the County Equalization Board of property 
of corporations, in many cases, were materially reduced be
low the amount that the sworn returned schedules made by 
the corporations showed the assessments should be. The 
State Board directed the secretary to issue citations to the 
respective corporations where it appeared that the assess
ments had been made by the County Equalization Board at a 
figure materially below that as shown in their schedules, di
recting the officers of such corporation to appear and show 
cause why the assessment should not be made to conform to 
the values as disclosed by their sworn returns. These cita
tions had been issued in advance of the meeting of the board 
in the respective divisions of the state as above set forth. 
Owing to the large number of citations issued under this 
order of the board, and because of the numerous cases to be 
considered and acted upon by the board, the State Board con
tinued its hearings for several weeks, and until every corpor
ation that had been cited to appear had been given a full op
portunity to make its .appearance and submit evidence and 
argument before the State Board. 

These hearings resulted in a considerable increase in 
the assessment of corporation property in the state. The in
creases were in every instance fully justified, but in no in
stance did the State Board arbitrarily increase the amount 
of assessment as made by the County Equalization Board 
beyond the figures that the investigation and facts showed 
the assessment should be. The major portion of increases on 
this class of property came from the intangible property of 
the corporation. 

A great many appeals from the action of the County 
Equalization Board were heard by the State Board at its sev
eral sessions, and these appeals were all acted upon by the 
State Board. It would cumber this report to go into detail 
with reference to these numerous appeals, but the· minutes 
of the State Board of Equalization contain a full and com
plete record of the action of the board on each appeal and 
matter acted upon by the board. 
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The Stah Board of Equalization is also required to 
equalize the assessments made by the Railroad Commission 
and Public Utilities Commission. In many instances excep
tions had been taken by certain railroads and public utilities 
corporations. These exceptions were considered and acted 
upon by the Board. In considering exceptions to the action 
of the Railroad and Public Utilities Commission,full oppor
tunity was given and hearings had on all such exceptions, 
and action taken thereon. A detailed report of all railroad 
property and public utilities property assessments will be 
found as an appendix to this report. These several tables are 
taken from the records of the Railroad and Public Utilities 
Commission, and contain much valuable and interesting in
formation. 

Mter the State Board of Equalization had completed its 
work in acting on appeals for 1923, and acting on the cita
tions issued by the State Board to persons, firms and cor
porations, and acting on exceptions filed, the secretary of 
the State Board of Equalization proceeded to certify the re
,.;uIts to the respective county officials of the several counties 
of the state as required by law. The State Board also cer
tified the results of the Railroads and Public Utilities assess
ments for 1923 to the Railroad and Public Utilities Commis
sion, as required by law. 

STATE BOARD OF EQUALIZATION FOR 1924. 

The State Board of Equalization for 1924 convened as 
required by law for the purpose of receiving the report from 
the Superintendent of Taxation on assessments for the year 
1924, and for the purpose of reviewing assessments and con
sidering appeals for 1924. It was ordered by the board that 
the State Board would meet in Memphis for the Western di
vision of the state on November 24 and 25; in Knoxville for 
the Eastern division of the State on November 26, and in 
Nashville for the Middle division of the state on November 
28 and 29. Publication of these meetings was duly made 
as required by law. 
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From the report of the superintendent of taxation marl,~ 
to the State Equalization Board it appeared that the tax ag·· 
gregate of the several counties. had been duly made to the 
Department of Finance and Taxation as required by law. 
A· comparison of the tax -aggregate of the several counties 
of the state of" 1923 with 1924 disclosed that in many coun
ties a considerable reduction had been made in the assess
ment of real property. It appeared that in several counties 
of the state the assessed valuation of acreage property had 
been materially reduced. 

From this report it appears that th.e state division of 
taxation had made diligent inquiry of the county tax offi
cials of the counties where these decreases appeared. This 
investigation disclosed that in many counties the. County 
Tax Assessors and the County Equalization Boards had re
duced the assessment on timber lands below the assessment 
of 1923 because of the cutting and removing of timber be
tween January 10,1923, and January 10, 1924. The General 
Assessment Law provides for the biennial assessment of real 
property for purposes of taxation and the assessment is made 
for two years' period. The assessment law provides that no 
reduction or increase shall be made of the assessed value of 
real property during the biennial period for which it is 
assessed except where improvements to the value of $200.00 
are made on the property, or where the property has been 
dstroyed by fire, flood 9r other casualties, reducing the value 
more than $200.00. In instances where the county taxing 
officials had reduced the prQperty tax :below the assessment 
of 1923 because of cutting and· removing of timber, the su
perintendent of the Division of Taxation brought the mat
ter to the attention of the State Board of Equalization. The 
State Board invited an opinion from the Attorney-General 
as to how the State Board of Equalization ·should act on such 
assessments. The Attorney-General furnished the State 
Board of Equalization . with the following opinion on the 
subject: 
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OPINION OF ATTORNEY-GENERAL 

HON. JAMES D. SENTER, Commis8wner, 
Department of Finance and Taxation, 
Nashville, Tennessee. 

Dear Sir: In a oonference between you and other members of 
the Board of Equalization, it developed that the County Assessor, in 
making his annual IlSsessment of personal property, had reduced the 
value previously fixed upon real estate because subsequent to the 
assessment and within the two-year period timber upon the real estate 
had been sold and in some instances cut and removed from the land. 

You wanted to know if there was authority for this; and next, if 
not, would the Board of Equalization be required to give notice to the 
property owner or merely direct the Clerk of the Court or the Trustee 
to correct the books. 

The third section of Chapter 602 of the Acts of 1917 provides that 
personal property, privilege and polls, shall be assessed annually and 
real estate every two years. 

Sub-section 6 of Section 6 provides that timber interests, where 
owned separately from the fee, shall be assessed to the owner thereof, 
and as real estate for two years. 

Section 19 provides that if any improvements to the value of 
$200.00 or more on any real estate shall be destroyed by fire, flood or 
other casualty, then the owner thereof mBy, on his application to 
the County Court Clerk, have the real estate so damaged reassessed. 
by the Assessor and such reassessed valuation shall be substituted on 
the assessment roll in place of the original assessment. 

Neither the sale. nor the cutting of timber from the land is a de
struction of it either by fire, flood or other casualty. It was assessed 
In the first instance for two years, and under this statute the Assessor 
would not have the right to re-assess it because timber was sold or cut. 

Furthermore, it is my opinion that you need not serve notice on 
the land-owner but only direct the Clerk to correct the mistake on 
the books which he bas made. This is true because the action of the 
Assessor or the Clerk in attempting to re-assess the property could not 
be voidable but void. In other words, you are not making an assess· 
ment of the property, but merely oorrecting the error on the books 
caused by an absolutely void act of the Assessor. 

Nevember 20, 1924 

Yours very truly, 
(SIGNED) FRANK M. THOMPSON, 

ATTORNEY GENERAL. 

Under this opinion the State Board of Equalization di
rected the secretary of the board to furnish County Court 
Clerks and Trustees of the respective counties a copy of the 
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above opinion. together with a letter directing these officials 
to restore the assessments of 1923 in cases where a reduc
tion had been made for causes other than the loss of improve
ments by fire, flood or other casualties. 

The Attorney-General further held that indivi~ual or 
personal citations need not be made, but it was the duty of 
County Court Clerks and Trustees in all such instances to 
make assessments conform to the assessments of 1923. 

Sessions of the board will be continued and hearings 
given until all business of the board has been completed. 
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AUTOMOBILE REGISTRATION BUREAU. 

By the provisions of Chapter 7 of the Acts of 1923, 
known as the Administrative Reorganization Bill, the ad
ministration of the registration of automobiles and motor 
vehicles was transferred from the Department of Highways 
to the Department of Finance and Taxation, and placed in 
the Division of Taxation. . 

The automobile number plates, application blanks, etc., 
had been issut'd and delivered to the County Court Clerks of 
the state for the year 1923 by the former Highway Depart
ment before the Administrative Reorganization Bill took 
effect, and hence no changes could be made in the method 
or system of registering motor vehicles for 1923. However, 
this department assumed the direction and administration 
of motor vehicle registrations the latter part of February, 
1923. It was discovered that in many counties the registra
tion of motor vehicles was not being enforced as it should 
have been and, that many motor vehicles were being used on 
the state highways without complying with the law as to 
registration. This department took this matter up with the 
County Court Clerks and county officials, including sheriffs, 
deputies sheriff and other law enforcing officials of the state, 
with a view of having owners comply with the law and to 
register the cars. This matter was pushed with such dili
gence that it resulted in an increase in the registration of 
motor vehicles and the amount collected from that source 
in 1923 over 1922 of approximately 30 per cent. This in
crease was partly due to the increased number of vehicles 
in. use, but statistics disclose that the increase in automo
bile distribution to the state in 1923 over 1922 was only 21 
per cent. From this there was due to be deducted the num
ber of automobiles which had become obsolete and unfit for 
rse, and therefore not registered. This number could only 
bt' estimated on the basis of the average life of automobiles 
clf the various types, and from this and other sources it is 
estimated that about 6 per cent would be a fair reduction 
0:1 account of obsoletion. This would result in an increase 
of about 15 per cent in the number of cars actually using 
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the highways in the state over that of 1922. The difference, 
therefore, between 30 and 15 per cent, represents increased 
collections due to .the more efficient method employed in pro
curing th registration of motor vehicles for the year 1923 
over that of previous years.' 

The following Table No.3is a-statement of the total 
number of motor vehicles. registered for the year 1923 and 
the distribution of same among the several counties of the 
state. This statement also shows the amount collected for 
moto~ vehicle registrations for the calendar year 1923. 

. Table No.4 shows the number of'motor vehicles regis
tered by counties for i924 up to and including thE) month 
of September, 1924, and the amount collected from respect-
ive counties.'· . . . 
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TABLE NO. S-MOTOR VEHICLE TAX COLLECTIONS AND REGISTRA
TIONS FOR THE YEAR 1923, BY COUNTIES. 

i I 
1 Aut ........ I Trueb Moten- Dealen Total Total 

Collee· 
tioDS I bileo \ I eye",", I Ileo<.iatra-

I tIona 
r---I I ' I ---1'-'--------

Anderson _____________ 868 93 3 4 968 $ 
Bedford _______________ 1,336 92 7 7 1,442 
Benton -_______________ 428 18 2 448 
Bledsoe _______________ 227 16 6 249 
Blount ________________ 1,805 188 7 6 2,006 
Bradley ______________ 1,524 157 3 9 1,693 
CampbeIJ _____________ 1,123 106 6 9 1,244 

Cannon --------------- 2421 __ I 242 Carroll ________________ 1 1,262 66 3 1,331 

Carter ---------------- 512 221 4 41 542 Cheatham _____________ 533 47 1 2 583 

Chester --------------- 412 12 __ I 424 
Claiborne _____________ 731 666

1 

10 4 811 
Clay __________________ 118 1 125 
Cocke _________________ 827 80 4 2 913 
Coffee ________________ 654 38 1 6 699 
Crockett ______________ 1,124 58/ 2 1,184 
Cumberland ___________ 339 54 2 395 
Davidson ______________ 17,554 3,377 1:4:81' 37 21,116 
Decatur _______________ 370 13 3 386 
DeKalb _______________ 444 27 1 472 
Dickson _______________ 1,050 78 4 1,137 
Dyer __________________ 2,136 24t! 4 8 2,397 
Fayette _______________ 775 32 2) 809 
Fentress ______________ 1 281 20 3 304 
Franklin ______________ 1,179 58 2 11 1,250 
Gibson - _______________ , 2,066 137 111 2,214 
Giles _________________ 11'442\ 82 7 6 1,537 
Grainger ______________ 363 45 1 2 411 
Greene _______________ 2,2551 152 10 5/ 2,422 
Grundy _______________ 3511 16 1 3 371 
Hamblen ______________ 1,320/ 16t! 11 51 1,505 
Hamilton _____________ 12,820 1,757 96 27 14,700 
Hancock ______________ 1481 22 2 172 
Hardeman ____________ 864 43 -1-11 3 910 
Hardin ________________ 418 24 21 445 
Hawkins ______________ 1 1,1371 89 21 1,229 
Haywood ______________ 1,220 71 21 8/ 1,301 
Henderson ____________ 629 49 __ 5 683 
Henry ________________ 1 1,7301 114 --' 31 1,8471 
Hickman ______________ 6711 74 __ I 31 7481 

Houston -------------- 190/ 4~1 _-4_-) --I 198 Humphreys ____________ / 608 2 655 

Jackson -------------- 413) ~~I 61 21 435 
Jefferson -------------1 877 3 965 Johnson ______________ 333 29 71 2 371 
KnOll: _________________ 10,7091 1,879 801 34, 12,702 

t::dl';i;I~-============ 1 64~ :~I 1 ~ 1]~~ 

11,116.34 
17,152.79 

5,038.45 
2,902.35 

23,166.25 
19,516.57 
14,427.81 

2,696.38 
14,859.31 

6,076.87 
6,721.41 
4,772.28 
9,309.26 
1,427.16 

10,461.19 
7,936.74 

13,493.56 
4,472.02 

255,634.75 
4,285.80 
5,569.li5 

12,404.51 
28,629.05 

9,111.57 
3,373.68 

14,031.1() 
25,603.41 
17,563.14 

4,678.35 
27.080.29 
4,208.41 

17,194.67 
179,156.13 

2,015.16 
10,530.18 

5,000.74 
14,106.0~ 
14,391.07 
7,790.60 

20,741.87 
8.551.96 
a,191.48 
7,341.20 
5,036.22 

10,678.07 
4,125.68 

154,487.02 
7,537.88 

16.126.42 
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TABLE NO.3-MOTOR VEHICLE TAX COLLECTIONS AND REGIS· 
TRATIONS FOR THE YEAR 1923, BY COUNTIES--Continued. 

I Automo.\ Trucks I Motor- I Dealers I Total I Total 
1 bile. I \ cycle. 1 IRegistra- CoHee, 
1 . 1 1 tiona 1 tiona 

Lawrence --------,----1 924/ 53 3 5 985 Lewis ________________ 1 278 34 1 313 
Lincoln _____ ----______ 1,430 125 1 4 1,560 
Loudon _______ .:._______ 1,031 73 1 5 1,110 
Macon ________________ 588 44 2 634 
McMinn ______________ 1,528 128 6 10 1,672' 
McNairy _____________ ..: 488 23 2 513 
Madison ______________ 3,519 409 11 10 2,949 
Marion _______________ 709 82 3 794 
Marshall ______________ . 1,129 92 4 3 1,228 
Maury ________________ 2,292 145 4 7 2,448 
Meigs ________________ 205 32\ 1 238 
Monroe _______________ 910 69 2 3. 984 
Montgomery __________ 1,838 181 13 9 2,041 
Moore ________________ 197. 7 1 ·1 206 
Morgan _______________ 461 38 3 502 
Obion __________ .:.______ 1,557 120 1 7 1,685 
Overton ______________ 271 17 2 3 293 
Perry _________________ 208 14 222 
Pickett ________________ 37] 38 
Polk __________________ 8611 66 7 934 
Putnam _______________ 6761 59 1 6 742 
Rhea _________________ 593 50, 3 3 64.9 
Roane ________________ 1,443 2281 3 8 1,682 
Robertson _____________ 2,6761 224\ 8 4 2,912 
Rutherford ____________ 2,5311 202 26/ 9 2,748 
Scott _________________ 2411 111 21 256 
Sequatchie ____________ \ 138\ 51 -:-_/ _-1 143\ 
Sevier ________________ 592 42\ 41 638 
Shelby ________________ 26,9951 4,896 1611 571 32.109 
Smith ----------------1 7271 361 2--~1 31 7661 
Stewart ---------------1 '3701 23/ 11 3951 
Sullivan --------------1 2,9701 305 81 3,3101 
Sumner _______________ 1 1,8181 2131 81 71 2.0461 
Tipton - ______________ -1 1,0311 1011 11 41 1,137/ 
Trousdale _____________ 1 3921 141 11 __ I 407 

.Unicoi __ ~-------------I 5801 371 1 21 620\ 
Union - ______________ -1 2351 601 11 296 
Van Buren _____ ~ ______ I 291 __ I 1 41 341 
VVarren _______________ 1 6721 411 __ I 7131 
VVashington __________ -1 2,7201 2581 191 131 3,0101 
VVayne ________________ 1 3401 311 --I 41 3751 
VVeakley ______________ 1,5281 921 __ I 41 1,6241 
VVhite ________________ 1 5231 321 11 51 5611 

11,000.74 
3,833.64 

17,467.57 
12,247.47 

7,440.05 
18,824.89 

5,806.27 
45,187.90 
9,619.80 

14,211.50 
28,411.33 

2,882.88 
11,037.83 
23,175.26 
2,453.24 
5,683.96 

19,056.56 
3,173.50 
2,644.89 

392.24 
9,718.42 
8,864.10 
8,120.64 

19,290.53 
33.204.46 
30,989.60 
2.712.16 
1,634.39 
7,248.66 

385,714.43 
8.632.29 
4.449.93 

37.825.53 
23,618.14 
13,259.11 

4.644.29 
7,148.27 
3.621.30 

311.20 
8.143.25 

34.345.67 
4.196.02 

18,619.16 
7,460.07 

91,723.17 
24,884.10 

VV~l1iamson ____________ / 1,6311 2211 91 41 1.8651 
VVllson ________________ 1,91512401 71 71 2,1691 

1--1--1 -I -1--1---
Totals ________ ~1154,1821 19,1841 7451 5181174.6291$2.049.653.27 
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TABLE NO.4-TOTAL REGISTRATIONS FOR THE FIRST NINE 
MONTHS OF 1924, BY COUNTIES. 

\ AU.1<>mI>-11 Trucks II Motor- \ Dealers ~tal I Total 
I bile. \ \ cycles I iatra- Collec-

I I tioJUI I tiona 

Anderson 815 83 4 902 $ 11,266.74 
Bedford __ ::::::::::::: 1,615 83 9 7 t.714 20,600.49 Benton _______________ 696 31 2 629 7,175.66 Bledsoe _______________ 

241 14 2 267 3,008.88 Blount ________________ 
2,092 215 4 5 2,316 29,122.90 Bradley _______________ 
1,744 139 2 8 1,893 22,84.7.44 Campbell _____________ 1,354 149 4 9 1,516 19,398.79 

Cannon --------------- 275 28 1 304 3,820.96 
Carroll --------------- 1,590 80 1 4 1.675 19,481.59 Carter ________________ 

735 36 2 2 775 8,620.71 Cheatham _____________ 681 60 1 3 635 7,841.36 Che8ter _______________ 470 23 2 496 6,782.00 
Claiborne 916 77 19 4 1,016 12,402.63 
Clay _____ ::::::::::::: 186 8 1 195 2,262.02 Cocke _________________ 1,126 108 8 4 1,246 15,413.47 Coffee ________________ 

719 71 2 3 796 10,067.17 
Crockett 1,144 50 1 4 1,199 14.092.07 
Cumberla;cr:========== 408 64 3 475 6,003.98 
David80n ------------- 20,030 3,522 131 34 23,717 316,802.04 Decatur _______________ 

450 13 3 466 5,371.00 
DeKalb --------------- 487 24 511 6,104.42 
Dick80n 1,285) 94 3 4 1,386 16,259.49 
Dyer ____ :::::::::::::: 2,502 264, 3 9 2.768 34,219.25 Fayette _______________ 

769 32 4 805 9,331.96 Fentress ______________ 319 30 349 4,070.67 Franklin ______________ 1,293 65 4 5 1,367 15,962.79 
Gibson ________________ 2,794 190 1 8 2,993 34,474.29 Giles _________________ 1,558 94 3 6 1,661 20,524.70 Grainger ______________ 433 64 1 1 489 6.049.11 Greene ________________ 2,927 1781 6 6 3,117 36,079.98 Grundy _______________ 

372 39 1 1 413 4,961.20 Hamblen ______________ 1,593 188 6 7 1,794 22,698.35 Hamilton ______________ 14,955 1,902 84 35 16,976 216,227.88 
Hancock -------------- 170 32 2 204 2,627.07 
Hardeman ------------ 927 65 1 3 996 11,714.12 
Hardin --------------- 470 38 1 2 511 6,107.84 
Hawkins ______________ 1,415 111 1 4 1,531 18,349.61 Haywood ______________ 

1,080 61 1 8 1,150 14,119.99 
Henderson ------------ 709 48 4 761 9,116.35 Henry ________________ 2,078 111 3 7 2,199 24.614.82 
Hickman ______________ 769 88 1 5 863 10,753.52 
Houston -------------- 218 9 1 228 2,611.79 
Humphrey. ----------- 743 58 3 5 809 9,461.69 
Jackson -------------- 46 19 1 1 1483 6,072.42 
Jefferson ------------- 971 95 8 3 1,077 13,306.88 
Johnson -------------- 416

1 
35 6 3 460 5,486.49 

Knox ----------------- 13,373 2,035 80 36 15,524 207,252.20 
Lake ----------------- 801

1 

70 1 872 10,396.49 lAluderdale ____________ 
1,287 84 1 3 1,375 16,560.04 

Lawrence _____________ 1,301 79 2 5 1,387 16,366.30 
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TABLE NO.4-TOTAL REGISTRATIONS FOR THE FIRST NINE 
MONTHS OF 1924, BY COUNTIES-Continued. 

-
\ Automi \ Trucks II Motor- I Deale ... I Total Total 

II biles cycles Registra· CoHee-
. tiona tions 

Lewis ---------------- 409 
331 

1 2 445 5,289.16 
Lincoln .. 1,572 128 1 5 1,706 .21,115.10 ---------------
Loudon 1,323 82 2 ··8 1,415 16,649.75 
Macon _=============== 749 44 -- 2 795 9,534.41 
McMinn 1,837 149 3 9 1,998 24,235.34 
McNairy ============== 525 69 -- 2 596 7,449.36 
Madison -------------- 4,038 443 8 11 4,500 61,197.08 
Marion 938 100 2 4 1,044 12,871.64 
Marshall-==:=========== 1,236 75 2 3 . 1,316 15,987.56 Maury ________________ 2,441 81 3 5 2,530 31,805.83 
Meigs ---------------- 229 31 -- I 261 3,196.86 
Monroe 1,009 85 3 3 1,100 13;082.64 
Montgo~;;i~========== 1,899 181 6 9 2,095 25,824.70 Moore ________________ 203 10 1 1 215 2,447.31 
Morgan ____ --~-------- 600 55 1 2 658 8,203.95 
Obion __________ =- ______ / 2,073 137 -- 8 2,218 26,434.87 
Overton _______________ 355 28 8 3 394 4,600.52 
Perry ________________ \ 280 18 -- 2 300 3,544.03 
Pickett _______________ 72 7 -- 2 81 1,015.55 Polk __________________ 1 822 60 -- 4 886 10,139.39 
Putnam ________ ---~--- 812 51 2 4 869 10,766.15 Rhea ______ ~ __________ 721 101 5 4 831 10,315.44 Roane ______ ~. _________ 1,850 225 6 8 2,089 26,458.05 
Robertson _____________ 

2,7021 216 4 5 2,927 36,120.84 
Rutherford _________ ~ __ 3,009 211 ·9 5 3,234 38,749.89 
Scott 3701 20 -- 2 392 4,428.25 
Sequa~hi;-=:========== 172 5 -- -- 177 2,006.38 
Sevier 733 65 .1 4 803 .9,703.95 
Shelby =======:======== 30,166 4,610 1aa 51 3.4,963 466,879.02 
Smith ---------------- 878 40 1 3 922 10,778.10 
Stewart _______________ .. 438 28 2 1 469 5,493.10 
Sullivan 3,847 368 25 10 4,250 53,224.24 
Sumner _============== 2,231 '200 1 5 2,437 29,082.57 
Tipton _______ ~ ___ ~ ____ 1,0291 69. 2 3 1,103 13,278.87 
Trousdale _____________ 5121 16 -- -- 528 6,298.15 Unicoi ________________ 698

1 

50 3 4 755 9,261.26 
Union 371 67 1 2 441 5,762.33 
Van Bu;;;ii-======'====== 67 5 -- -- 72 835.43 
W 

arren _______________ 862 66 1 4 933 11,087.91 
Washington ___________ 

3,5061 281 23 15 3,825 46,948.38 
Wayne ______ -.~--_-____ 426. 46 -- 6 478 6,069.60 
Weakley ______________ 1 

2,0591 118
1 11 

81 2,1861 26,043.41 
White _______ .-------- 807 68 51 881 10,562.18 
Williamson _~_~ ________ I 1,8411 2261 41 2,0761 26,746.99 
Wilson ________________ 1 2,1871 21O! 21 ~I 2,413/ 30,139.97 

. 1--1--1 
Totals ___________ 1178,6681 20,2041 6831 5311200,0861$2,554.919.12 



-33-

The total number of automobiles and motor vehicles 
registered in 1922 was 137,012. The total number of auto
mobiles and motor vehicles registered in 1923 was 174,629. 
In this connection attention is called to the fact that under 
the method of registering these vehicles which obtained 
under the former operation of this important branch of the 
~tate's business, the owners of automobiles did not procure 
their registration certificates at the time the vehicle was 
registered, but the certificates were made up and mailed 
from the Highway Department after the reports of the 
clerks were received. This necessitated a large clerical force 
to prepare these certificates and mail back to the owners. 
The certificates so used and furnished the owners of automo
biles were an abstract of the application signed by the own
HS. The permanent records of registration were contained 
in large books and these certificates were made up in tripli
cate. The system was expensive, unsatisfactory and did not 
afford a complete file for the furnishing of ready informa
tion to the public with reference to registration of vehicles. 

The matter of improving the system of registering mo
tor vehicles received the careful consideration of this de
!lartment and a new system and plan was worked out, which 
has proved more satisfactory and greatly more efficient. 
Under the present system the application blanks contain the 
certificates of registration at the bottom of the blank and 
the County Court Clerks are required to fill out the applica
tion blank in duplicate, giving the original to the owner 
registering the vehicle, and sending the duplicate to this 
office for the permanent files and constituting a permanent 
I'ecord. The County: Court Clerks counter-sign the certifi
cates, which carry the facsimile signature of the Commis· 
lIiotner of Finance and Taxation, but is not valid unless coun
ter-signed by the County Court Clerk. These applications 
I\re returned to the Department of Finance and Taxation by 
the tenth day of the following month, together with a de
tailed report from the clerks and remittance to cover. A card 
tiling system has been put in operation. When the applica
tions have been returned to this office, the motor numbers 
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and license llumber plates are entered on the card and ar
ranged in the filing cabinet serially and n.umerically .. When 
an inqiIiry is made with reference to registration or owner
ship of an automobile or other motor vehicle and the motor 
number is given, by referring to tlw files it can readily be 
ascertained the license number from each motor number 
on file, and then by referring to: the license number file the 

. original application discloses the make of the vehicle, name 
of owner and adqress of the owner and the county in which 
the vehicle is registered. This has enabled the- department 
to furnish ready information to the public and to locate a 
large number of stolen vehicles, and has been of great benefit 
to owners of cars and the officials in locating_ stolen cars 
and apprehending the offenders. The system is less cumber
some and has been operated at a greatly reduced expense. 
as it .requires considerable less clerical work and clerical 
force. 

The full report for automobile registrations and amount 
collected from that source for 1924 can only be given at 
this time up to and including the month of September, as 
the county officials, have not-yet:reported-in full for the 
month of October. The increase ineollections· for the cor
responding months for 1924 over 1923; including the month 
of September, is -approximately 27· percent. - StatisticS of 
the number of new cars distributed to Tennessee for 1924 are 

, not yet available from the manufacturers, but- from all in": 
formation available on 'the subject, the increase in· distribu
tion of new cars for 1924 as compared' to 1923 will not be 
so, large as the increase in: 1923 bver 1922. The -increase in 
collections in 1924 up .toand including September showed 
some less increase than for 1923 over 1922. -But this smaller 
increase could be expected and anticipated because the work 
and stimulation given by this ·department in procuring the 
registration of vehicles in that year operated to increase the 
collections over previous years materially, and the same op
portunity for increase does not exist for 1924 over 1923 as it 
did in 1923 over 1922~ Also, as above stated, from the best 
information to be' obtained the distribution of new cars to 
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this state in 1924 over 1923 was not as great as in 1923 over 
1922. Yet we are pleased to report that the very efficient 
method employed by this department for procuring the com
pliance with the law with reference to registration of motor 
vehicles has resulted in an increase in 1924 over 1923 of 
about 27 per cent. . 

In this connection attention is called to the rate of fees 
provided by law for the registration ·of certain types of 
motor vehicles which has apparently resulted in some in
justice to the owners of small trucks of one-half ton capacity 
equipped with small box or truck bodies. The Attorney
General was called upon by this department for an opinion 
as to the proper rate to be charged' for these small vehicles 
equipped with interchangeable truck or box bodies, and 
which were used by the owners both as passenger cars 
with regular passenger bodies and as trucks with truck or 
box bodies. The Attorney-;General, in an opinion on the sub
ject, advised the department. that where these vehicles were 
equipped with an interchangeable truck or box body which 
did not incrase the carrying capacity, and which were oc
casionally used with the truck or box body, but generally 
used as a passenger car with passenger body, that the same 
should be registered as an automobile, and at the automobile 
rate. Prior to this ruling County .Court Clerks had applied 
the truck rate to all such vehicles and had collected same 
from owners. After the ruling of the Attorney-General had 
been given to the County Court Clerks numerous applica
tions were filed with the Commissioner of Finance and Tax
ation 'for a refund of the difference in the rate charged for 
the registration of a passenger car and truck. Under the 
opinion of the Attorney-General on this subject the Commis
sioner of Finance and Taxation was advised that it would be 
the duty of the Commissioner of Finance and Taxation under 
Section 18 of the 1923 Revenue Bill to refund to the owners 
this difference in the fee where the claim filed came within 
the purview of the Attorney-General's opinion on the sub
ject. The Commissioner of Finance and Taxation, acting un
der the advice of the Attorney-General, has allowed a con-
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siderable number of claims of this character and made re
funds accordingly. 

In this connection, and in order to obviate difficulty and 
to relieve tlie provision of the Act from ambiguity and un
cer~ainty, jt is recommended that the Legislature amend the 
law on this subject so as to provide that these small trucks or 
vehicles shall be registered at the same rate as automobiles 
where the carrying capacity is not increased and where the 
vehicle does not exceed one-half ton capacity. 
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INHERITANCE AND SUCCESSION TAXES. 

Under provisions of Chapter 7, Acts of 1923, same be
ing the Administrative Reorganization Bill, the administra
tion of inhertance and successon taxes was transferred from 
the State liomptroller's office to the Department of Finance 
and Taxation and placed in the Division of Taxation. 

This important source of revenue has received special 
consideration at the hands of this departmnet. By close and 
prompt attention to all appraisal reports of the estates of 
deceased persons, and by employing more effective 
methods for keeping in close touch with reports from County 
Court Clerks as to the qualification of administrators and 
executors of the estates of deceased persons, has resulted 
in a very material increase in the collection of inheritance 
and succession taxes. The following statement covers the 
biennial period from July 1, 1922, to June 30, 1924. From 
this table it appears that from July 1, 1922 to June 30, 1923, 
the total amount of inheritance and succession taxes col
lected was $245,694.53. The inheritance and succession tax 
collected from July 1, 1923, to June 30, 1924, is $509,592.47. 
This shows an increase of $263,897.94, which is more than 
100 per cent increase. 
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TABLE NO.5-DIRECT AND COLLATERAL INHERITANCE TAX 
COLLECTIONS FOR TWO YEARS, JpLY 1, 1922, TO JUNE 30, 1924. 

Direct Collateral - Total Direct Collateral Total 
IJuly 1. 19221 uly 1. 1922! uly 1. 1922 July 1. 19231July 1. 19231Jul:v 1. 1923 

COUNTIES I to I to I to I to I to to 
June 30,. I. June 80, . June 80, 1 June 30, I June 30, June 80, 

I 1928 I 19281 1923 1924 1924 1924 
-I 

- I I I Anderson _________ $ &16.87 $. 8.32 $ 619.19 $ 112.86 $ . 808.33 $ 921.19 
Bedford .... ____ . '.-- . 83.41 1,306.26 1,389.67 1,346.17 1,377.18' 2,723.36 Benton ___________ .... c __ c .... ____ ~ ________ •• _________ •• _______ -'_ •• __________ • __________ _ 

Bledsoe _ .... ____ .. ___ .__________ 364.87 364.87.___________ 5,278.98 6.278.98 
Blount ____________ ~60.48 1.662.60 2.122.98 1,116.21 181.50 1.297.71 
Bradley ___________ 1,162.09 1,690.53 2,852.62 98.08 2.001.42 2.099.50 
Campbell __________ .c_~ ______ " .. __ ~ ____ ..:_c •• ___ ~ ______ .. c _________ •• _______ ~ __ ., ____ . __ ~_ .... 
Cannon ___________ .. __________ .. __ ~--- ____ .. _________ .. _________ .0 __________ ". ________ .. __ 
Cartoll ___ .... __ ~__ 267.01 638.30' 905.34 .. ________ ~_ 389.31" 389.31 
Carter ____ .... ______ .. __________ •• __________ .,__________ 2.474.77 •. _________ 2.474.77 
Cheatham _________ 655_29 670.00 1,126.29 .• ____ .... ____ . 332.50 332.50 
Chester ___ .... ______ •• __________ .. __________ .. __________ .. __________ 1,656.76 1,556.76 
Claiborne ~ __ .... __ ~_ .. _________ ~ _. ___ ~-____ ~~ :.__________ 848.78 .. __________ 348.78 

. Clay ____ .... __ .------ •• __________ 241.60 241.50) 152.00 .. _____ ~---- 152.00 
Cocke _____________ 80.47 391.36 471.83 3,861.99 ____ .... ______ 3,851.99 

g~~~~~tt--·=::__-_ _:.-_-_-_-_-_j"-----288:691 W5~6731 m::~ "-"--59iii "-~-2,388~92 "---2;980~66 
~~~~~:n~_.::_=~.:::::::: "-"i4,666~ii "--i8,730~89 ··--53,397~S31··--i9.ii98:961·:-"i8.025:38 --67.-i24~ii4 
~;~:;t'" ::::.::_::~.::_::::.::_::.::_ ··-----iis·:oo ··----455~ii .. ~""'-550~i21:_:::::::::.::_.::_::._=\··----588_:sil----58i82 
DIckson ___________ .. ____ .... __ . 1,029.78 1.029.18 . 1.329.48\' 1.028.671 2.853.16 
.Dyer ______________ 1.993.70 2.392.26 4.385_96 9.591.551 170.581 9.762.18 

~:~~;:s -:::::::::::::::::::: .. __ .~:~~~~~~\-:---~~~~:~~ .. ___ ~~~~~\ ___ ~~:~~L __ ~~~~:~l---~·-l::~~~ 
Franklin· --------- 10R.37 161.12 . 269.49 .. - _________ 1_._ .... ______ 1 .. · ___ . ~~-----
Gibson ___________ 1.525.92 618.86 2,144.78 198.16 2,207.00 2.405.16 
Giles _____________ 639.17 109.36 748.531.793.641 742.89 2.536.43 
Grainger _________ 224.82 108.68 888.40 •. __ .... ______ \ 32.72 32.72 
Greene ____________ .. __________ 374.44 374.44· 2.168.67 1.104.81 8.263.48 
Grundy ____________ . ____ ... ____ •• _____ " ____ .• __________ 6.155.011 .• __________ \ 6.156.01 
Hamblen __________ 1.143.96 .. __________ 1.148.96 762.76 366.25 1.129.01 
Hamilton _________ 13,194.68 12.800.68 25.995.34 66,912.39 10.501.05 77.413.44 
Hancock __________ 20.27 .. __________ 20.27 148.81 ...... ________ 148.81 
Hardeman ________ 88.67 798.17 881.84 589.79 58.82 648.61 
Hardin ___________ 678.96 102.04 775.99 25.60 .. ____ .... ____ 25.50 
Hawkins __________ 408.04 285.00 698.04 .• __________ 6.609.24 6.609.24 
Haywood _________ 686.76 1,028.26 1,709.01 ...... ________ 2,476.61 2.475.61 
Henderson ..: _______ .• __________ 1.017.39 1,017.89 .. ____ .... ____ .. ___________ . _________ _ 
Henry ____________ 408.05 950.97 1.864.02 14.129.67 2.674.60 16.704.17 
Hickman __________ 81.86 .•.... ~_______ 81.86 177.20 74.56 251.76 
Houston __________ .. __________ •. ____ .... ___ .• ___________ . __________ .• ____________________ _ 
Humphreys ________ ...... ________ 00 __________ •• _________ •• __________ •• ____________________ _ 

Jackson ___________ .. _________ -' .. _-' __ .... ____ .. __________ 432.10 .• __________ 432.10 
Jefferson _________ 490.29 61.27 661.66 167.62 ...... ________ 167.52 
Johnson ___________ . ___________ .. ____ .... ____ .. __________ n __________ 00 ____________________ _ 

Knox _____________ 7,618.18 1,796.98 9.409.11 86.498.62 19.4c67.69 54.966.31 
Lake _____________ 1 ...... ________ .. ---------.: •• ---------- •• ---------- •• ---------- ----------
Lauderdale ________ 1 768.12 661.68 1.804.76 1,626.06 .• __________ 1.626.06 

ta:c~===========I··--. s.~~~:~~l\::===i~~~~i~ ··---5.~~:~~: ::====.~~;=~~ ::========= _:====:;;~;~ 
i"a~~~n _=~::::=::::==::= .. __ ~ __ ~~~~~ ... -.. -~~~~~l .. ---~~~~~~~ .. _____ ~~:~~ .. ____ ~~~~~~ _____ ~:_6~~~ 
McMinn ______ .... __ 1 186.271 1,674.49\ 1,809.76 1.030.961 88.001 1.118.96 
McNai.... _________ •• __________ ...... ________ .• __________ 286.18 1.868.93 2.095.06 
Madison __________ 1,609.86 2,862.69 8.871.96 4.411.02 1,996.87 6,406.89 
MarioD ___________ .. ____ .. _. ____ .. __________ .. __________ .. __________ .. ____________________ _ 
Marshall __________ 168.96 4.607.04 4.666.99 197.06 2.826.78 2.622.79 
Maury ____________ 20.639.20 2,842.09 22.981.29 234.62 261.86 486.88 
Meigs ____________ 24.62 .•.... ________ 24.62 .. __________ 78.69 78.69 
Monroe ___________ 158.18 684.18 842.26 188.82 .. __________ 188.82 
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TABLE NO.5-DIRECT AND COLLATERAL INHERITANCE TAX 
COLLECTIONS' FOR TWO YEARS, JULY 1, 1922, TO JUNE 30, 1924-

Continued. 

Dil'l'!Ct Cc>lIateral Total Direct Collateral Total 

COUNTIES 
1.1111, 1. 1922 IJIlI,. 1. 19221.1111, 1. 192211ul, 1. 19281July 1. 1928 JllIy 1. 1928 

\ ~ ~ I ~ I ~ I ~ I ~ 
.lun .. 10. .lune 10. .l!lne 10. I .lune 30. I .lune 80. .lune 80. I 1921 I 1921 I 1921 I 1924 I 1924 I 1924 

:~':~::~~~~~1 .... --::!:~~li.:::=~~:~~\ .. ----::!:~~I;.·.=~~~~~~~\ ____ ~~~;~!~\ ____ :.!~~~ 
Obion --------.... --1 436.281 •• _________ 1 436.281 619.691 268.401 878.09 
0..- ----------- .. ---.... ---- 166.1101 166.90 •• ---------- .. _________ 1 __________ _ 
p......,. ------------- •• ------ .• ------------ .• _--------- •. _-------- .. _-------- -----------

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ::::=~~~~ii .~:~~~=i!~~f~ :::=:rfif ::=:~·:~i~~ ~~~~~~~~~~ .~====~~~~ 
...... _____________ .• ____ .. ____ .• _________ •• _________ 89.66 860.201 889.76 
_n _______ 1.~.8.20 1.700.86 2.989.06 1.182.40 289.671 1.472.07 
Ilutlwrford ________ 1.327.12 2.182.12 1.609.44 6.928.28 . 2.481.19\ 8.404.47 

=~teh;;-::::::::: .. ____ ~.2~~~~ ::::::::::::;: •• ___ ~~~~ ::.~~:::::::: :::::::::::::::: .~=:=::::::: 
Sevier ------------1 .. --------.... 1 •• ----------

1 
.• ----------\ 1.184.791 684.171 1.718.96 Shelb, _______ ._ .. __ 19.188.T71 20.309.11 69.448.08 107.780.19 62.696.80 170.826.49 

Smith _____________ .• ____ .. _____ , 1.186.82/ 1.1116.12 831.02 2.608.69! 8.439.71 
S _____________ .. __________ .• __ .. ________ .• __________ 886.89 748.93 1.134.82 
Bullivan __________ f72.28 .• ___ ... _____ 672.28 1.872.41 .. __________ 1.872.41 
BumDe. ____ .... ____ 1 211.761 461.621 666.271 762.491 1.061.86 1.808.84 
Tiplolo ________ .... 2.886.14 860.60 1.746.94 128.041 882.67 466.61 
Trousdale _________ 2110.61 •• ________ ._. 290.61 677.07 427.60 1.004.67 
Unieol ____________ .. ________ ...... _________ .. _________ •. ____ <_____ 172.28 172.28 

~:~B.;.;,;-:::::::: :::::::~~~~~ :::::::::::: ::::::::=:: ::=::::::::/:::::::::::: ::::::::::: 
Wa ...... __________ ".86 707.16 806.72 1.218.86 894.48 2.108.211 
W .. hl........ ______ 112.60 886.80 1177.80 1.121.82 1.686.87 8.867.19 
Wayne ____________ 1 .• ________ ·_··1·. _________ •. --------- ··--------1··---------- -----------
W .. k..,. ---------1 148.121 68.001 417.12 2.187.011 694.611 2.881.62 
White -----------~.-----. ·.· ___ 1 .• __________ .• --------.... '01.681 168'7~ 672.46 
Williamaon ________ 1 614.83 811.16 1.14&.19 1.891.07 6.867.66 7.768.68 
Wiloon __________ 1 ' •. 121 ••• ____ ···_ 4&.12 4&1.89 '.196.99 8.660.98 

\ 
I . 

Total ____ ... ..; ___ '127.264.981 '118.4119.671 '246.694.61 ,S16.14U8 '194,446.1 8609.692.47 
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For purposes of comparison the following statement 
shows the collection of direct and collateral inlieritance tax 
for the biennial period beginning July 1, 1920, to June 30, 
1922. This shows an aggregate for the two years' period of 
$628,953.16. 

The comparison of the two tables disclose an increase 
in the biennial period from July 1, 1922, to June 30, 1924, 
over July 1, 1920, to June 30, 1922, of $126,333.90. 

TABLE NO.6-DIRECT AND COLLATERAL INHERITANCE TAX 
COLLECTIONS FOR ~WO YEARS, JULY 1, 1920, TO JUNE 30, 1922. 

COUNTIES 

Direct Collateral Total 1. Direct Collateral Total 
July 1. 1920 July 1. 1920 July 1. 1920lJuly I, 1921 July 1. 1921 July I, 1921 

to to tol to to to 
June 80, June 80, JUDe 30, 'I June 30, .lune 30, .lune 30, 

1921 1921 1921 I 1922 1922 1922 

Anderson ---------1 $ 60l.46{--~-----····r $ 60l.45/·· __________ 1·· ______ .. --------
Bedford _______ .... 620.22( $ 1.622.81 2,142.53 $ 60.39 $ 6,461.74 $ 6.502.18 
Benton ___________ 1 .. ___ .. _____ 

1 
242.66 242.65\ .. __ .... ______ .. _________ .• _______ _ 

Bledsoe __ ~________ 228.82 .• ________ 228.82 .. __ .... ______ 651.66 651.66 
Blnunt ___________ 1.128.721 316.061 1.543.78 967.40 419.69 1.387.09 
Bradley ___________ 151.44 .. __ .... _____ 151.44 489.31 .. _________ 489.31 
Campbell __________ 784.20 .. _______ 784.20 .. __ .... ______ .. __________ .. ________ _ 
Cannon ___________ .. __ .... ______ .. ________ .. _______ c__ 271.37 .. __________ 271.37 
Carroll ___________ 88.90 .. __________ 88.90 .. __ .... ______ .. __________ .. _____ _ 

~~:::~_========= .. ____ ~~~~~~ ::===::====== .. ___ ~~~~ .. ----64S~70 .. _____ ~~~~ 5~::;: Clay _____________ .. __ .... ______ .. _________ .. __________ 166.72 .. __________ 166.72 
Cocke _____________ 1 7,986.311 .. ________ 1 7.986.311 181.491 .. __ ... ______ 181.49 
Coffee __ ._________ ~52. 71 488.61 841.22 .. __ .... ______ 489.98 . 489.98 
Crockett _________ \.. __ .... ______ .. _________ .. --------1 2.147.45 .. __________ ) 2.147.45 
Davidson _~_ .... __ I 22,447.371 29,058.761 51,606.131 8.828.931 27,698.73 36.622.66 
DeKalb ___________ 1,435.15 . 393,74 1.828.89 .. _____ --__ .. _- .... ------ .. ________ _ 
Dickson .. __________ 692.12 _ 189.89 782.01 •• ____ .... ____ 153.87 158.87 
Dyer ______________ l,S27.41 8,944.17 6.771.58 4.464.81 2.105.97 6.570.28 
Fayette ___________ 408.69 668.85 1.072.64 2.494.06 176.99 2.670.05 
Gibson __ .. _________ '199.14 973.28 1.172.42 1.698.59 469.02 2.067.61 
Giles ______________ 1,060.00 901.61 1,961.61 1.341.08 1.865.63 3.206.61 
Grainger __________ 218.09 1,834.87 1.662.46 .. _________ ...... ______ .. ______ _ 
Greene ___________ 6,128.80 1.851.64 6.479.84 .. ____ .... ____ .. __________ •• _________ _ 
Hamblen __________ .. _________ 7.437.04 7.437.04 1.396.74 63.63 1.460.37 
Hamilton _________ 21,148.89 9,429.26 80.678.16 70.209.76 2.185.78 72.895.64 
Hardeman _________ 85.60 ...... ________ 85.50 .. __________ .. __________ .. ________ _ 
Hardin ___________ 66.48 767.41 822.84 .. _________ .. ____ .... ___ .. ______ _ 
Hawkins __________ 802.88 ...... _____ ~__ 302.33 .. __________ .. __________ .. ________ _ 
Haywood __________ 2,196.98 408.87 2.605.85 .. __________ .. ____ .. ____ .. ---------
Henry ____________ 1,432.08 1,956.53 8.388.61 1,693.91 8,966.21 5.659.12 
Hickman __________ 685.58 ...... ________ 685.68 123.11 .. ________ 123.11 
Humphrey ________ 617.07 126.94 643.01 .. __________ .. ____ .... ____ .. ----------
.lsckBon __ 9________ ItO.81 1,440.07 1.570.88 ...... ________ .. __________ 00---------

. Jefferson _ .... ______ .. ____ .. _____ 54.15 54.15 1,084.58 83.25 1.067.83 
Knox _____________ 6.209.51 2,173.72 7.883.28\ 28.967.79 26.891.91 55.859.70 
Lauderdale __ .... ___ 1,879.60 485.90 1.815.50 2,219.78 1.196.18 8.415.96 
Lincoln _. _________ 1 800.57 .719.28 1.019.86 ...... ________ .. ---------- 00---S-9-39 Loudon ____ : ... ______ .. __________ .. _________ ____________ 285.21 94.18 7 • 

Maco~ ----------.... 272.06 .• ---------- 272.061 .. __________ .. ---------- .. --------lii McMmn ____ .... ____ tlI6.74 .. __________ 616.74 .. __________ 284.18 234. 
McNairy __________ 178.18 445.84 623.97 ...... ________ .. ---------- .. ---------
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TABLE NO. 6--DIRECT AND COLLATERAL INHERITANCE TAX 
COLLECTIONS FOR TWO YEARS, JULY I, 1920, TO JUNE 

30, 1922-Continued. 

Di ..... t Collatooral Total Direct Collateral Total 
July 1. 1920 July 1. 1920 July 1. 1920/July 1. 19211JUIY 1. 1921 July 1. 1921 

COUNTIES to to I to to to to 
June 80. I June 80. I June 80. I June 80. I June 30. I June 80. 

I 1921 lU21 I 1921 I 1922 1922 1922 
I I I I I . I 

Madieon ---- .... --__ 1.849.991 •. __________ 1.349.99 2.006.22 4.803.93 6.810.15 
Marshall _________ 1.828.58 2.426.83 4.249.86 53.58 1,170.07 1.223.65 
Maury .... _______ B.068.79 4.852.76 7.921.65 18.228.67 2.457.90 20.till.57 
Mor..,. ____________ 952.60 1.006.43 2.869.03 .. ____ .... __ ._ .. __________ .. _________ _ 
Montcomery .... _____ 284.08 227.98 462.06 .. __________ .. ______ • ___ .. _________ _ 
Moore __________ 95.00 .. ___ ...... ___ 95.00 ... _________ .. __________ .. _________ _ 
Obion ...... _________ 1.987.68 1.998.66 8.936.24 749.24 .. __________ 749.24 
OYerton __________ 41.28 .. ___ .... _____ 41.28 .. __________ .. __________ .. ________ __ 
Plekett ___ ..... _____ 98.80 .. _________ 93.80 ... _________ .. __________ .. _________ _ 
Putnam ___________ 766.78 .. __ ... _______ 766.78 .. _________ ... _______ . __ .. _________ _ 
Rhea _ ...... _________ 858.71 161.53 515.24 .. __________ .. __________ .. ________ __ 
Roane __ ..... _______ M7.27 96.00 752.27 299.65 381.07 680.72 
Jloberiaon ________ 2.105.16 2.460.00 4.566.16 591.96 6.848.87 7.440.83 
Ratberton! ___ ..... __ 2.228.09 I.S08.76 8.586.84 1.131.85 1.298.98 2.430.88 

t:fer -=:::~~::=== ::===~:===: .. --- "9-69~2il"----9-69~2jj m:~~ .. ----4ili08 m:~~ 
8belby • __________ 46.997.80 11.704.44 67.701.74 85.284.42 23.856.80 109.14t.2~ 
8teowart ___ ..... _____ 804.23 .. _____ .... _ 804.23 .. __________ .. __________ .. ________ _ 
8ullivaD ___ .. _____ 487.12 720.13 1.207.26 1.550.99 701.60 2.252.69 
8umner _______ .... __ 116.57 2.849.841 2.966.91 114.52 1.617.45 1.731.97 
TIpton ___ .... __ .... fl6.99 007.97 1.624.96 229.16 773.16 1.002.32 
Trouadale _______ I 26t.181 427.601 689.681 484.021 634.881 1.018.40 
Warren ___ ..... _____ 2.046.86 '.098.70 6.140.06 1.074.51 966.51 2.041.02 
Wuhlnaton ____ ... 667.03 459.16 1.026.18 8.560.44 819.71 8.880.16 Wa,.na _______ ...... _ 99.S2 ... ________ 99.82 .. __________ .. __________ .. ________ __ 
Weakley ______ ... _ ..... ____ .____ 401.11 401.11 .. __________ .. __________ .. ________ __ 
White _______ .... 1.002.55 .. ___ _______ 1.002.66 .. __________ .. __________ .. _________ _ 
Wllliameo. ______ .. 896.91 522.90 919.81 73.16 2.897.81 2.970.46 
WilaoD __ .... ______ 2.1·IS.60 869.15 8.242.96 S16.45 3.110.52 8.425.97 

Total _________ 1150.IP8.041 "06.080.71 1266.276.76 1246.816.67 $126.859.84 1372.676.41 
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DIVISION ·OF CORPORATION, ·EXCISE TAX AND GASOLINE TAX 

By Chapter 21 of the Acts of 1923, known as the Cor
poration Excise 'Tax Law, all corporations, ,foreign and do
mestic, doing business in the State of Tennessee, are re
quired to pay a, corporation excis~ tax based on 3 per cent 
of the net earnings of the corporation on intrastate business 
done within the state of Tennessee. It is also provided- by 
this Act that any and all other privilege taxes paid to the 
State of Tennessee shall 'operate as . a credit on the excise 
tax. ' 

The administration of the Corporation Excise Tax Law 
was placed in the Division of Finance' and Taxation. 
It is further provided by the Act that this .tax shall be paid 
to the Coniptrolle~ of the Treasury; but shall be assessed and 
collected under the direction and supervision of the Depart
ment of Finance and Taxation. 

It is also provided by the Act that all information rela
tive to thEl assessment of corporations is protected by a: con" . 
ftdential provision in the Act, by which all'information ,dis.. 
closed by the corporation: taxpayers to the Department of 
Finance and Taxation and the State' Comptroller shallbe in 
the nature 'ofconfidentiai information, andcanrtot be dis
closed or 'made' public by those charged with the duty of ., 
administering the law except in certain instances where it 
is permissible. Because of the confidential character of the 
information and the provisions of the Act with reference to 
same, we are not permitted to make a detailed report show
ing the amount assesed against and paid by the respective 
corporations doing business in the state and subj'ect to the 
tax. 

This important source of revenue, being entirely new 
in the State of Tennessee, and because of the many nice ques
tions and fine distinctions to be drawn, as well as the unusual 
care necessary in the separation and segregation of earnings 
made on interestate transactions as distinguished from intra
state transactions, special schedules and questionnaires had 
to be prepared to procure the information necessary to make 
an accurate assessment on so much and such parts of the 
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earnings of corporations subject to the tax as would result 
purely from intrastate transactions. 

Mr. W. S. Booton WIj.S appointed to have the direct 
charge and supervision of the administration of the Cor
poration Excise Tax Law. This Act required many depart
mental rulings on various subjects, especially with reference 
to the matter allowable deductions in order to arrive at the 
proper amount of tax to be paid by the respective corpora
tions. The constitutionality of this Act was attacked by 
certain corporations in the State Courts, and the constitu
tionaliy of the Act has been sustained by the Supreme Court. 
However, there are certain departmental rulings on the sub
ject of allowable deductions that have not been finally ad
judicated, but are .now pending in the courts. The admin
istration of this Act requires a clerical force under the su
pervision of Mr. W. S. Booton and under the direction of th~ 
Commissioner of Finance and Taxation, also the printing of 
the necessary schedules and reports incident to the admin
istration ·of this new law. The expenses incident to the ad
ministration of this Act, including all office equipment, cler
ical force, salaries, printing, by the· provison of the Act, 
could not exceed 2% per cent of .the aggregate amount col
lected from this so~ce. 

The following table shows the ·amounts collected for 
the yearS 1923 arid ·1924 by classification of corporations to 
which . .the Act applies: 
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TABLE NO.7 

TAXES PAID UNDER CHAPTER 21, ACTS 1923, 1923 AND 1924 TO Nov. 10, 1924 • 

Classification 

Banks __________________________ 19231 465 

19241465 Insurance Companies 
Foreign --------. -------------. m: m 
Domestic ______________________ 1923 13 

1924 8 
Public Utilities Bnd Carriers Foreign _______________________ 1923 

1924 

Domestic ----.-----------------Im: 
Mining and Lumber Foreign _______________ . _______ 1923 

1924 

39 
40 

154 
153 

121 
122 

134 
139 

268 
268 

6 
1 

29 
24 

95 
93 

93 
89 

331/$ 76.014.07 
3261 61.107.50 

7f 8.967.37 
7 8.276.34 

10 43.869.53 
16 99.978.61 

69 27.485.08 
60 34.671.62 

28 11.261.64 
33 9.375.68 

Domestic _______ . ______________ 1923 329 220 109 23.771.68 
26.971.36 1924 333 213 120 

Trust Co·s. Real Est. Etc. 
Foreign _______________________ 1923 72 68 14 

1924 75 62 13 
3.016.01 
2.235.00 

.. . " ", .. .... 
0:'< 
0.., .. ~ 
~i<I 
rn 

267 $ 62.108.13 $ 
267 56.468.76 

6 
6 

9 
9 

46 
46 

19 
19 

80 
80 

9 
9 

8.819.70 
8.131.14 

43.838.101 
95.940.62 

29.317.68 
38.733.24\ 

9.876.78 
6.169.60 

20.976.64 
20.939.48 

1.647.74 
1.842.60 

Domestic ______________________ 1923 461 253 198 
1924 476 257 219 

M.anufacturers 

63.370.36 157 
61.556.43 157 

44.494.98 
47.002.40 

Foreign ______________________ . 1923 2341 170 64 65.336.23 45 51.450.53 
1924 2451167 78 63.048.11 45 49.647.341 

Domestic _____________________ .. 1923/ 776. 420 356 88.519.93 254 77.372.25 
1924 803 442 361 91.616.81 264 79.159.13 

Mercantile \ 
Foreign ______________________ . 1923( 326 212 114 49.206.68 74 33.992.201 

1924)334 219 115 ".069.84 74 38.976.38 

Domestic ______________________ 1923 1474 791 683 140.366.63 607 128.056.76 
119241566 756 810 187.068.96 507 152.561.28 

Totals --__________________ . ___ \19231
1
4716

1
2747 1969

1
$581.174.11 1473 $511.949.49 $ 

, \1924\4887\27292158\$679.875.151473 $596.671.97 5 

232.61 
211.48 

1.469.95 
1.355.19 

4.870.90 
10.660.07 

637.34 
842.02 

519.77 
325.77 

262.20 
261.74 

183.08 
204.73 

283.40 
299.37 

1.143.34 
1.103.27 

304.61 
311.65 

459.35 
634.81 

252.67 
301.00 

347.56 

404.32 
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GASOLINE PRIVILEGE TAX 

Chapter 58 of the Acts of 1923 provides for the collec
tion of a privilege tax based on two cents per gallon on all 
gasoline and distillate distributed by dealers or distributors. 

This was also a new source of revenue, and by the pro
visions of the Act, all revenue derived from that source be
comes a separate fund to the Highway Department for the 
building and maintenance of highways in the state. 
The administration of the Act is placed in the De
partment of Finance and Taxation, and is under the direct 
8upervison of W. S. Booton, it having been deemed ex
pedient by the Commissioner of Finance and Taxation, 
by and with the approval of the Governor, that the admin
istration of the Corporation Excise Tax Law and of the Gas
oline Privilege Tax should constitute a separate division from 
other divisions in the Department of Finance and Taxation, 
and placed under the direct supervision of W. S. Booton, so 
as to economize overhead expenses incident to the admin
istration of the two respective Acts. 

By provision of the Gasoline Privilege Tax Law the tax 
becomes due and payable quarterly-March 31, June 30, Sep
tember 30, December 31. The following table states the 
amount collected for the respective quarters, beginning with 
June 30,1923, as the Act did not go into effect until April 1. 

TABLE NO. S-GASOLINE TAX COLLECTIONS 
Quart.r Endin. Juna 10. 1921 _____________________________________ _ 
Quarter Endin. S.pt. 10. 1921 _____________________________________ _ 
Quart.r Endin. Dee. II. 1923 ______________________________________ _ 
Quart.r Endin. Mar 81. 1924 _____________________________________ _ 
Quart..- End!n. June 10. I9U ______________________________________ _ 
Quarter Endin .. Sept. ao. 1924 _____________________________________ _ 

• 864.764.12 
448.871.96 
414.519.26 
815.780.65 
452.855.48 
548.508.79 

Total to date ___________________ '2.589.800.26 

Under the provisions of the Gasoline Privilege Tax· 
Law the payment of the tax is required to be paid quarterly, 
as above set forth, and becomes delinquent so as to attach a 
penalty thirty days after the end of the quarter. This means 
that the collection of the tax cannot be enforced earlier than 
four months from the beginning of the respective quarters. 
This results, in some instances, to a large loss by the state of 
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a gasoline tax where the dealer or di~tributor becomes insol 
vent during the four months' period. This defect in the law 
can be greatly remedied by requiring settlement to be made 
not later than the 25th day of the succeeding month, and 
w~th a five days' delinquent period. Hence the hazard or 
risk of the state's loss on account of insolvency of dealers 
is reduced from four months to sixty days. 

I therefore recommend that Chapter 58 of the Acts of 
1923 be so amended as to require 'that "payment be made not 
laterthan the 25th day of the succeeding month and becomes 
delinquEmt by the 30th day of the succeeding month in which 
the sale is made. ' 

This Act' should be further amended by a more' specific 
definition of theierms Gasoline and Distillates. This is a 
trade term and not eritirely free from ambiguity. The; Act 
should also be amended so as'to iricludethose subject to pay 
'Chis privilege, those who purchase in carload lots and break 
bulk for their 'own use, and defined as a wholesale'consumer. 
This latter amendmerit is necessary because many large users 
of gasoline operate. taxicabs, bus lines, transfer lines and 
large trucks, whiCh are a 'heavy burden upon'thehighways 
of the State and whic~ should be required to pay this tax, 
as do qther distributors and dealers. 

Under the present provisions of the law,' and without 
such amendment, 'the gasoline used by such wholesale users 
does not contribute to-yvarq this privilege tax, all of which 
goes to the Highway Department for highway purposes. 

In this connection, and at this time, attentio,:tl, is called 
to the importance of vesting in the Commissioner of Finance 
and Taxation or the State Comptroller, or both, the power 
of having distress warrants issued for the collection of de
linquent Corporaton Excise Tax and Gasoline Privilege Tax . 

. This becomes imp<>rtantfor the speedy collection 'of these 
taxes, and without having to resort to the more' circuitous 
route which now obtains. 
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DmSION OF PURCHASING. 

Under the provisions of the Reorganization Bill the Di
vision of Purchasing is created and placed in the Department 
of Finance and Taxation. Judge Joel B. Fort was appointed 
superintendent of the Division of Purchasing. This division 
could not organize alid begin functioning until about March 
1,1923. 

The Division of Purchasing is required to purchase all 
commodities and supplies of every kind and character used 
by the state, except certain emergency purchases such as 
fish, vegetables, milk, butter, etc., used by certain of the in
stitutions. 

An effort has been made to standardize commodities 
used by the various institutions of the state in so far as 
same is practicable. A uniform requisitioning system has 
been put into operation by the· divison. Under this system 
each institutioli for which the division purchases is required 
to make up a requisition by the fifth day of each month for 
all supplies and commodities to be purchased for the' suc
ceeding month. Said ·requisition to be approved by the com
inissioner of the department. The requisitions are made 
on uniform forms furnished by the Division of Purchasing. 
When the requisitions are received a careful tabulation is 
made of the needs and requirements of each institution, and 
proposals for bids are then prepared and mailed to a large 
number of dealers of each class· of commodities for sealed 
bids .. These bids to be received by the 20th day of the month, 
and are opened and canvassed by the superintendent of the 
division and 'his assistant, and the contract awarded to the 
lowest bidder, quality considered. Samples of ·the commodi
ties are required to be submtted with the bids. When pur
chase is made from samples. the sample is sent to the in
stitution for which the commQdity is bought, so that same 
may be compared with the commodity when received at 
the institution. When contract . is awarded the order is 
sent to the dealer from whom purchased, with the price, 
method of delivery and the institution to which delivery is 
to be made. A duplicate of this is sent to the institution and 
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a copy preserved in the files of the Division of Purchasing. 
In this way the superintendent of institutions may know 
from whom th~ purchase has been made, price paid therefor, 
sample to compare with the article when delivered. This 
method has proved entirely satisfactory. A copy of this 
is sent to the Eliperintendent of the Division of Accounts and 
Budget so that same may' be properly rechecked when the 
invoice is rec{!ived with voucher attached and before same 
is finally approved for payment by the Commissioner of 
Finance and Taxation. This has resulted in the correction 
of many errors and duplications, and 1n some cases over·· 
charges. 

This rule applies to the various commodities used by 
the several institutions of the state, incll,lding provisions. 
clothing, shoes, supplies, etc. A large mailing list of all deal
ers selling the various commodities has been made up by 
the division, and all dealers in commodities are invited to 
have their names enrolled on the mailing list, and to the end 
that the proposal sheets will go ~)Ut to as many different 
dealers in the various commodities as possible. 

Mr. C. V· Holderman was appointed assistant purchas
ing agent. His broad experience as a traveling salesman 
and his knowledge of commodities, prices, etc., has peculiarly 
fitted .him for the position of assistant purchasing agent. 

The rule of the division that all dealers in commodities 
are given equal and fai! opportunity for submitting bids, and 
having same considered on the merits of the bid alone, has 
enabled the Division of Purchasing to procure a: large num-
ber of bidders on tpe various commodities, and with the re
sult that the various commodities purchased by the state 
for the various institutions and departments have been pur
chased at the lowest possible price, quality considered. 

For the first fiscal year of the biennial period the Di-' 
vision of Purchasing, under its present organization, be
ginning July 1, 1923, and ending June 30, 1924, there was 
purchased by the division for the various institutions and 
departments the total amount of $1,735,149.19. distributed 
as follows: 
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State Institutions ____________________________________ $ 
Highway Departmen't _______________________________ _ 
Coal (exclusive of state coal) ________________________ _ 
Electric lights and gas _______________________________ _ 
Departmental office supplies and equipment ___________ _ 
Printing at Industrial School _________________________ _ 

Other printing contracted by Purchasing Department __ _ 

841,635.13 
700,000.00 
124,143.26 

5,000.00 
33,390.30 
30,980.50 
44,907.82 

Total ___________________________________________ $1,780,057.01 

The records of the Division of Purchasing are carefully 
kept, showing the order of purchase, the requisitions and 
prices paid for all purchases bought through the division. 
It would not be practicable to set out in detail all the com
modities purchased for the various institutions by items, as 
it would greatly cumber this report, and the limited clerical 
force could not prepare such a detailed report. It would 
also operate as a practical duplication, as all these matters 
are fully set out in the tables and discussed in the report of 
the Commissioner of Institutions and other departments. 

The Commissioner of Finance and Taxation has not 
found it expedient to use the revolving fund provided by 
the last Legislature for the purchase and storage of supplies 
and commodities and to be distributed to the various insti
tutions on requisitions. This whole matter was fully investi
gated by the superintendent of the Division of Purchasing 
and the Commissioner of Finance and Taxation, and the sys
tem employed by other states, and the conclusion reached 
that it would not result in any practicable economy, but 
would result in waste and extravagance. The few states 
that use a large revolving fund and maintain warehouses 
and storage houses to take care of purchases of large quan
tities of commodities, anticipating the use of same by va
rious institutions, have not been able to show any real econ
omy. Because of the distribution of these institutions in the 
various divisions of the state, the matter of freight rates 
in reshipping these commodities would largely offset any 
advantage obtained by buying in larger quantities. It may 
occasionally occur that market conditions on certain staple 
commodities, such as sugar, flour, coffee, etc., would war
rant the purchase of these commodities in larger quantities 
in anticipation of advances of prices. But this condition can 



generally be met by making the purchases on cQnditions that 
delivery will be made by the seller as the commodities are 
needed for consumption. In other words, to anticipate the 
advances in prices· and to let the contract for the larger 
quantities, the same to be delivered within the period of time 
stipulated, and as ordered shipped. 
- - l desh-e to commend Judge Joel B. Fort and Mr. C. V. 
Holderman, the superintendent of the Division of Purchas
ing and assistant purchasing agent, respectively, for the in
telligent administration of the Division of Purchasing. 
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DIVISION OF ACCOUNTS AND BUDGET 

Section 12, Chapter ~, of the Public Acts of 1923, known 
as the Admil'Jstrative ,Reorganization Bill, proVides as fol
lows: 

1. That the Department of Finance and Taxation shall 
have the power to exercise all the rights, powers, and duties 
vested by law in the State Budget Commission. 

2. To exercise all the rights, powers, and duties vested 
by law in the State Auditor, his officers, assistants and em
ployees. 

3. To exercise all the fiscal control and general account
ing duties now performed by the bookkeeper and auditor of 
the State Board of Administration, by the Normal School 
Bookkeeper under the State Board of Education, etc. 

4. To prescribe forms for accounts and financial reports 
and statements for the several departments, for the institu
tions under these departments, for the different offices and 
agencies of the State Government, and for all the political 
su~divisions of the State handling State revenues. 

5. To supervise and examine the accounts and expendi
tures of all departments, institutions, and offices. 

6. To examine, at all times, the accuracy and legality of 
the accounts, receipts and expenditures of public moneys, 
etc. 

7. To certify all pay rolls of the offices and departments 
before they are submitted to the Comptroller for payment. 

8. To prepare and prescribe classifications of expendi
tures and revenues for the purpose of budget making and 
accounting. 

9. To supervise the preparation of the State Budget. 
All of these duties and requirements were placed in the 

Division of Accounts and Budget unde the direction of the 
Superintendent of Accounts and Budget, as provided for in 
Section 24, sub-section 1. 

In addition to these duties imposed as above enumer
ated, this division has handled the revenues derived from the 
collection of inheritance taxes, and the revenues accruing 
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from the collections of motor vehicle fees. A more detailed 
statement of which will be covered by the report of the Su
perintendent of Taxation. 

In the organization of this division, an accountant was 
placed in charge of vouchers coming from the several 
penal and charitable institutions. Another accountant 
was placed in charge of the vouchers and records pertain
ing to the Normal Schools, and two accountants were given 
charge of all other vouchers of every nature coming from 
the several departments and state offices. Ail of these 
accounts, numbering many thousand, have been carefully 
audited, checked, entered of record, properly classified for 
budget making, and approved before being passed to the 
Comptroller for payment. 

When the Department of Finance and Taxation was or
ganized in February, 1923, the entire system of accounting, 
and especially as to budget making, had to be built from the 
ground up, and for that reason a system of budget making, 
or budget expenditures, could not be worked out and per· 
fected until July 1 following. A full detailed budget classifi
cation table is attached to and made a part of this report, 
and from it will be seen that a complete record is had of the 
expense of each department, and state office, and all other 
expending agencies of .the State Government for the twelve 
months' period beginning July 1, 1923, and closing July 
1,1924. 

Some of the outstanding accomplishments of this di
vision are as follows: A complete budgetary system of the 
expenses of State Government, the system of checking ac
counts and vouchers coming from the several departments 
and state offices, especially where such vouchers cover the 
purchase of supplies and materials made through the Pur
chasing Department. Also the careful checking and auditing 
of expense vouchers of the several traveling agents of the 
departments of the state, and the efforts used to see that all 
accounts passd through this division from. the said depart
ments, etc., were legal and that a .credit balance was avail
able to that account before same was passed to the Comp
troller for payment. 
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In the financial tables attached to and made a part of 
this report I beg to call your attention, first to: 

Table A. Showing receipts and disbursements by ac
counts, beginning February 1, 1923, and ending June 30, 
1924. This table gives you the sources of all receipts and 
likewise the accounts from which all expenditures were 
made. At the close of the table you will note the amount 
of the Treasury balance February 1, 1923, the receipts for 
the period, the disbursements for the period and the Treas
ury balance on July 1, 1924, as shown by the books and rec
ords of the State Comptroller and State Treasurer. 

Table B is the cash account for the biennium beginning 
July 1, 1922, and ending June 30, 1924, showing receipts 
and disbursements by months, the Treasury balance on July 
1,1922, and total receipts and disbursements for the biennial 
period, and the Treasury balance as of July I, 1924. 

Table C. Total receipts and disbursements from July 1, 
1922, to June 30, 1924, and the amount of receipts for the 
biennium from special accounts for specific purposes, which, 
after being deducted, leaves the actual revenues. 

Table D. Comparative statement of receipts and dis
bursements for eighteen months' period beginning January 
1, 1921, and ending June 30, 1922, with the eighteen months' 
period beginning January I, 1923, and ending June 30, 1924. 
From this table you will note an increase in receipts for the 
period of $5,734,428.97, and only an increase of $2,445,918.07 
in disbursements. -

Table E sets out the expenditures for the fiscal years 
1923 and 1924. for the different activities of the State Gov
ernment and the percentage of the dollar going to each of 
these several activities. This statement is prepared in the 
fonn of our American silver dollar and worked out on a cor
rect percentage basis on expenditures applied to the several 
controlling ac=ounts of disbursements of the taxpayers' 
dollar. 



--54-

Table F is a statement of operating expenses from Feb
ruary 1, 1922, to February 1,1923, of departments and such 
parts of same as were transferred to the eight departments 
by the Administrative Reorganization Bill, compared with 
oppratil1g expenses of said df:!partments from February 1, 
1923, to February 1, 1924. It is to be noted that seyc:n of the 
eight departments were operated under the' Administrative 
Reorganization Bill for $156,742.82 savings, and only one 
of the departments, which was that of Public Health, at 
an increase of $8.686.25, this being brou'ght about from the 
fact that the Federal Government contributed to the State 
Health Department during the years 1923 and 1924 mor~ 
aid than at any previous time in the history of the state, 
thereby enal:ling that department to very materially in,. 
crease its activitiE's. Taking the entire eight departments 
into consideration you will note that the total net decrease 
of operation under the Administration Reorganization Bill 
for the one-year period amounted to $162,274.07. Detailed 
statement of the several bureaus and departments under the 
old form of government which were consolidated into the 
eight departments under the new bill is attached hereto: 

Exhibit G is a report of the State Auditor and the 
assistant for the biennial period 'and shows the activities of 
these officers for the period. 

During the year 1923 the State Auditor and the Assist
ant State Auditor, whose, duties are to audit all State de
partments and institutions, completed twenty-seven regular 
audits, and in addition to this prepared several special re
ports during the session of the 1923 Legislature. 

, During the year 1924 nineteen regular audits have been 
completed, including auditis of the State Penitentiary and 
Brushy Mountain Prison, both of which require considerable 
time. In addition to the regular audits made, the auditors 
put in about six weeks' work compiling statistics and reports 
from the budget ledger. 

Prio}' to the passage of the Reorganization Bill the sal
ary cost of operating the, office of State Auditor as a separate 
department amounted to $8,200.00. The salary cost under 
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the present system amounts to $4,800.00, resulting in a sav
ing in salaries alone of $3,400.00. The cost of office expense 
and equipment has been reduced more than 75 per cent. 

The efficiency of the office has not been impaired. 

Exhibit H is the report of the State Normal School 
Bookkeeper, setting out in detail the activities of his office 
from February I, 1923, to June 30,1924. 

The number of state vouchers received, audited and en
tered of r"cl)rd, the number of local vouchers received, aud
ited, entered of record, and checks issued for each of the five 
Normal I\('hools. This information is set out in detail as 
follows: 

EAST TENNESSEE STATE NORMAL SCHOOL 
386 state vouchers aggregating $111,577.98 
53i local vouchers aggregating 62,118.16 

4 bond vouchers aggregating 3,881.45 

MIDDLE TENNESSEE STATE NORMALSCHOOL 
U3 state vouchers aggregating $111,467.73 
3:~7 local vouchers aggregating 98,617.31 

4 bond vouchers aggregating 2,895.64 

WEST TENNESSEE STATE NORMAL SCHOOL 
122 .tate vouchers aggregating $106,029.19 
4211 local vouchers aggregating 118,648.16 
15 bond vouchers aggregating 28,418.85 

TENNESSEE POx;iTECHNIC INSTITUTE 
100 state vouchers aggregating $ 80,859.88 
876 local vouchers aggregatng 54,848.10 

1 bond voucher aggregating 652.65 

A. AND I. STATE NORMAL SCHOOL. 
97 state vouchers aggregating $58,751.20 

8b6 local vouchers IIggregating 77,815.41 

The fore@'oing vouchers and amounts represent the oper
ations of th~ office from February I, 1923 to June 30, 1924, 
inclusive. 'rhe records in that office were checked and com
pared with those of the State Comptroller at different inter
vals in order that the accounts in the two offices would be 
in constant Lalance. In addition reconcilement of the local 
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fund accounts were made from time to time with the bank 
in which the local funds were kept on deposit. 

In addition to the work assigned him as State Normal 
School Bookkeeper, he assisted in the checking and auditing 
of the general accounts coming through the Division of Ac
counts and Budget in the Department of Finance and Tax
ation. 

On Jull- 1 he was transferred to the Department of 
Education, and it is now his duty, in addition to his work 
as State Normal School Bookkeeper to keep a record of all 
receipts and disbursements of the different accounts under 
the Commissioner of ~ducation, this work, of course, substi
tuting the st'rvices previously performed by him in the audit
ing of miscellaneous accounts in the Division of Accounts and 
Budgets. 

Table I sets out in detail expenditures of the State of 
Tennessee f'Jr the fiscal year ending June 30, 1924. You 
will note from this table a complete classification of expendi~ 
tures for all purposes, something that the State of Ten
nessee has not had within its history. This statement will 
enable each and every taxpayer to _ know where his money 
is being spe~1t. 

Table J is a budget classification of disbursements of the 
State by departments, state offices, etc.; this statement set
ting out in detail expenditures from the several depart
ments, state offices, etc., for salaries, etc. 
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TABLE A-RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS, BY ACCOUNTS, 
FROM FEBRUARY 1, 1923, TO .TUNE 30, 1924. 

RECEIPTS. Tru.te. ... ____________________________________________ , 4.870.329.22 
Truotea. Bieh.ay Tax __ .... __________________________ 689.927.13 
Tru.tea. Unlnnity Tax _______________ .... ____________ 1.285.102.10 
T .... tea. Rural School. ________________________________ 2.052.180.95 
T .... _ State Fair Tax _________________ .... ___________ 133.136.92 
County Court Cler'" ___ ... _____________________________ 1.415.667.80 
County Court Cler .... Biehway Tax ____________________ 22.399.63 
County Court Clerk •• UniYeroitp Tax ________________ .... 52.856.87 
Count" Court Clerk •• Rural School. ______________ .... ____ 83.481.12 
Count" Court Clerk •• State Fair Tax ____________________ 4.247.85 
Clreult Court Cler'" ___________ .... ______________________ 106.008.81 
Clreuit Court Cler .... BiJrhwa" Tax ______ .: ________ .... ___ • 150.69 
Clreuit Court Cler .... Univeroitp Ta" ____________________ 92.62 
Circuit Court Clerk .. Rural School. ___________________ .... 88.08 
Circuit Court Cler .... State Fair Tax _______ .... __________ 7.81 
Chaneerp Court Clerk. _______________ .... ________________ 77.168.19 
ChaDCft'J' Court Clerk .. Hich.,ap Tax ______ .... _________ 15.958.18 
Chaneet7 Court Cler .... UniYeroity Tax ________________ .... 10.992.59 
ChaDCft'J' Court Cler .... Rural School. ______________ .... __ 17.869.78 
ChaDCerJ' Court Clerk .. State Fair Tax _____________ .... __ 105.09 
Law Court Clerke _____________________________________ 433.40 
Criminal Court Cler'" _________________ .... ______________ 87.589.11 
Supreme Court Clerk ______________ .... __________________ 10.037.29 
State Ta~SewI ... M..,hlne Aceato ________ .... __________ 1.125.00 

Sewl". M .. hl .... Companieo __________ .... _____________ 2.105.00 
Rtreet RaUwa" C..mpanleo _________ .... __ ______________ 87.486.58 
Street Railway Coo •• Hicbwap Tax __________ .... ________ 258.84 
Street Railway Coo •• Univenitp Ta" ____ .... ____________ 11.025.45 
Street JI.aIlw.,. Coo., Rural School _____________ .... ____ 17.640.72 
Street Jl.aUwap Coo .. Slate Fair Tax ____ .... __________ 50.77 
RaUraach ______________________ .... __ ____ ______________ 569.754.28 
Jl.allroada. Hh"hway Tax _________ .... __________________ 98.082.54 
JI.aIlroada. Uniyerolty Tax _______________ .... ________ 162.763.68 
JI.aIlraach. Rural St-hool ______ .... ____ __________________ 268.426.79 
Jl.aiJraach. State Fair ·ra" _____________ .... ____________ 15.790.44 
~Iearaph Companieo ________ .... ______________________ 16.192.51 
Tele,rraph Companies, HiJrbwap Ta" ____________ .... ____ 795.90 
Tele,rrapb Companl ... UnlYeroltp Ta" ____ .... _________ 1.737.09 
Teleerapb ('''''''pan .... Rural Scbool ____________ .... ____ 2.779.87 
Telearaph Companl ... State Fair Tax ____ .... __________ 159.19 
Telephone Companieo __________ ... ____________________ 76.786.25 
T"I.phone C_panl ... Hlehway 'Ta" ______ .... __________ 6.407.67 
Telephona Cmapanies, Unlveroity Tax ____________ .... __ 18.858.01 
ToPIephone Companl_. Rural Scbool ______ .... __________ 22.208.01 
~Iephone Compani .... Stete Fair Tax __________ .... ____ 1.248.78 
Pow ... Compani .. ____ .... ______________________________ 199.727.67 
Pow ... Compani ... Bh,hway Ta" ____________ .... ________ 88.261.42 
Pow ... Companl ... Unlv .... itp Tax ________ .... __________ 58.440.77 
Power Companies, Rural School _______________ ... ___ 1IB.505.18 
Power Companieo. State Fair Tax ________ .... __________ 6.548.68 
Private Car Lin. _____________ .... ____________________ 7.051.91 
PriYaloo Car Lin_. HiJrh.,ay Tax ______________ .... ____ 602.15 
Private Car LI_ Unlveroity Tax ___________ .... ______ 2.068.70 
PrI .. ate Car Lineo. Rural School ____________ .... ________ I.BlO.OR 
PrI ... te Car Lin ... State Fair Tax ________ .... ________ 120.44 
SI_ln&' Car Companleo -----___________ ... ____________ 8.000.00 

r~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~II~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ J·i~i~!!!~ii 
F ... -B«retary of State -----__ .... ______________________ 206.176·52 

Fllln&' Corporatloa Reporto __________ ... ______________ 5.127·80 
BuUdin&, • u.n A __ I10 ... ____ .... __________________ 8.862:.0 
Coal 011 lao_to ... -------________ .... ________________ 567.116.52 

Int_1, State De_I", -------.... ------------________ 166.414.70 In._I, Seereta" 01 State _____________ .... ___________ 1.818.28 
State Tax Dellnqnent --_____ ... ----------------_______ 47.865.68 
Stale Tax. FIN M .... baI .... ad -________________________ 89.269.12 

Blue Sk" ..... _______ ... ------------------------------- 14.858.91 
1:1&_&_ D __ ••• :__ _ ______ _ _____ _ _ __ .9 twliA .... 
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RECEIPTS_Continued. 
Central Hospital __________________ .... _______________ _ 
Eastern Hospital ______ .... _____________________________ _ 
Western Hospital ____________ .... _______________________ _ 
Expense, Capitol ____ c_ .•.. _____ · ________________________ _ 
Expense, Shop and Factory Inspector _________ ._. _______ _ 
Tennessee School. Deaf and Dumb __________ .... _________ _ 
Tennessee School, Blind ____ ... _ .... _____________ . __________ _ 
Tennessee Industrial School ___________________________ _ 
State Training and Agricultural School fOl' Boys _______ _ 
Tennessee Commission for Blind ______________________ _ 
Tennessee Voaational School for Girls _______________ _ 
Department of Public Health ________ .... ______________ _ 
State Banking Department ________ .... _________________ _ 
Department of Agriculture _____________________________ _ 
Office Mine Inspector ___________ .... ___________ . ________ _ 
Confederate Soldiers' Home • ________ .... ___ = _____________ _ 
Refunded Revenue ______ .... _______________________ ~ ___ _ 
Maintenance Convicts. M.ain Prison ____ .... _____________ _ 
Maintenance Convicts. Brushy Mountain __________ .... ___ _ 
Co-operative Vocational Education in Agriculture ____ ..... 
National Guards, Su..te of Tennessee __________ .... _______ _ 
School Fund _______ .... ________________________________ _ 
Game and Fish Protection Fund ____________ .... ______ _ 
Bureau of Forestry ____ ... _____________________________ _ 
Public Utilities ___________ .... _______________________ . __ 
Forest Reserve ____ .... ________________________________ _ 
State Highway Department ____________ .... _____________ _ 
Sale of Nctes and Bonds _ .. ____ .... _____________________ _ 
Real- Estate Commil3lsion ______________________________ _ 
State Board Veterinarian Examiners ______ , _____________ _ 
StAte Board of En\balmp.rs ___________________ .... _______ _ 
Gas Privilege Tax __ .... ________________________________ _ 
Architects and Engineers Examiners _..: ____ . __ . _____ """ _____ _ 
Express Companies. Highway Tax _____________________ ... 
Express Companies. University of Tennessee -rax _ .... ___ _ 
Express Companies, R. S. ____________ .... _______________ _ 
Express Companies S. F ..... ___________________________ _ 
State Tax, Terminal Cos., ____________________ -___ ~:... ___ _ 

Tenninal C09,. Highway ___________________ .:_:.~. _____ _ 
'rerminal Cos., U. T. ______ .... _______________________ _ 
Terminal Cos .• R. S. _________ .... ______________________ .. 
Terminal Cos .• S. F. ________________________________ _ 

State Tax Department _____ .... _____________________ . ____ _ 
Board Electric Examiners __________________ .... _________ _ 
State Board of Charities __ .... _________________ ~ _______ _ 
Board Chiropractic Examiners ____________ .... ____________ . 
Tennessee Reports _____ .... _____________________________ _ 
Department of Institutions _________________________ ~ __ 
Home for Feeble·minded ____________________ .... _______ _ 
Board of Medical Examiners __ .: __________ ... ___________ _ 
Corporation Excise Tax ________ .. _____ ... _________ ..: ___ .... __ 
Cookeville Polytechnic School ______________ .... _________ _ 
Expense Comptroller. Refund .... _______________________ _ 
Secretary of State. Costs _______________ .... __________ ~ __ _ 
Inheritance Tax _______ .... ____________________________ _ 
Attorneys' Fees. Refund ____ ~ _______ .... _________________ ~ 
State Board of Optometry ___ .... ___________ . __________ _ 
Revolving Fund.' Refund ____________________________ _ 
Library Expense. Refund _ .... ___________________________ _ 
Legislative Expense. Refund ______________ ... ____________ _ 
War History __________________ .... _____________________ _ 
State and County Auditors ______________ .... ____ - ______ _ 
Expense. Board of Education ______________ .... ____ _. ____ _ 
Land Regoister ___ .... ___________________________________ _ 
Storage Warehouse __ ~ _______________ ...... ______________ _ 

~::!':F~tr ~~K:r:~_·: .. : .. : .. :.~~~~~~~~===~~.~.=============:.==:.:. Law Examiners ____ ....... ___ ~ ________ .;.. ________ , __________ _ 

'Total Receipts _____________ .... ___________________ _ 

'216.584.19 
73,961.81 

113.114.93 
7.406.37 

32.239.63 
1.355.01 
3,470.28 

60.420.53 
39.257.43 

153.611.10 
220.73 

83.825.42 
45.490.00 

166.940.29 
33.127.00 

1.152.98 
67,859.83 

633.717.23 
580,793.40 
180,951.91 

1.956.26 
90.932.65 
67.403.01 
16.305.08 
66,809.36 

8.237.65 
6.717.070.72 

619.776.50 
35.009.60 

447.44 
2.480.00 

1.548 466.91 
4.299.5il 

355.30 
699.48 

1.119.16 
71.06 

3.199.81 
941.12 
941.12 

1.505.79 
188.22 
500.00 

5.00 
46.00 

11.14&.00 
28.45 

'128.77 
1.354.96 
2.536.01 

758,307.94 
3.664.22 

8.00 
2.25 

586.388.90 
1.000.00 

612.25 
10.000.00 

6.50 
12.00 
28.50 

800.00 
1.00 

190.50 
37.5C 

4.370.96 
8.083.86 

282.25 

Balance in Treasury February 1. 1928 __________________ $ 649.061.66 
Receipts. February 1. 1928. to June 30. 1924 ____________ 28.159.186.83 

Total _________________ .... _______________________ _ 

Disbursements. February 1. 1923. to June SO. 1924 _______ _ 

Balance In Treasury July 1. 1924 _ .. ____________ ...... _ ..... 

$28.159.183.86 

$28.808.248.49 

20.918.046.68 

$ 7.890.199.84 
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TABLE A-RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS. BY ACCOUNTS. 
FROM FEB_ 1. 1923. TO JUNE 30. 1924-Contineud. 

DlSBUBSEIlENTS 
FiIi,. Corpo .. tioa _______________________________ , 
Fin lI.nbal had ___ ... _____________________________ _ 
BI ... Skr La ... _______________ ._. _______________________ _ 
Sta,- Prooeeutioa _____ .... __________________________ _ 
In_ State Debt ______________ . ______________________ _ 
8a1.rr~ud~ia1 ____ ... _____________________________ _ 

(;V.yel"1llOr'. Offt~ __ . ______________ .... _________________ _ 
C-ptJ'Oller-. 01 ________________________________ _ 
Tr--.ul"ll!T'e orfit:e ______ .. _________________________ ._ 
lleentarr of State ______________ .... ______________ _ 
FiaaDee aDd Tasation ___ ... _. _______________________ _ 
Taaatioa ________________ .. _. ______________________ _ 
A_ala .ad Budtreta _______________ ~ ____________ _ 
P ..... _i... _____________ ._ .. _____________________ _ 
~t of ...- __ ... _________________________ _ 
Department of I ....... ace _______ ... _______________ _ 
Deparl_nt of h .. titutio ... ______ .. _________________ _ 
Atto~-G.lWnl .nd Reporter ______________ . ________ _ 
Central State H .. pital _________ ._. ___________________ _ 
Eaaten State H.-pital ______________ . _______________ "_ 
Weawra State Hoepital ________ .. ____________________ :... 
Adjutant Getwr .. •• Office ____________ .. ______________ _ 
Department of Educatioa _____ ._. ____________________ _ 
Coal Oil lno.-&on _________________________________ _ 
Railroad ConuDiIIoioaen _______ .. ____________________ _ 
Atto~1 _______________ .... _________________ _ 

~:::..'iado!:"~~-!~~~_:== •••• ===============:=== Librarr .ad A""hiva __ .... ___________________________ _ 
Cleft HiN-llail ...... ConuDioeioa ______________ . ________ _ 
E. ___ Go"_ .... Oflke __ . __ . _______________________ _ 

c-ptJ'OII .... •• Ofllee _______ .. _. ______ -________________ _ 
T..-.u ........ Offlee __ .... ______________________________ _ _ntarJ' of State Offlee __________ .... _ .-------------
Finanee aDd T ..... tioa ...... __ • ___________ --__________ _ 
Departmft>t of Labor ____________ .... _________________ _ 
~.rtllW1l' of lnaurance __ ... _. ____________________ _ 
lHpan-D' of I ... titutiono __________ ... ______________ _ 
Attoraer-G.n ..... 1 ncJ Reporter ______ .... _____________ _ 
Railroad C-mk,ioD ________________________________ _ 
!' ... at .... State H""pital ____ .. ________________________ _ 
Eaaten State H.-pital ____________ .... _______________ _ 
W.ten State H<npital ______ . ______________________ _ 
8u_ Court ______________ .. _______________________ _ 
SuP ....... Jud.,.. _______ ... ___________________________ _ 
Court Civil Appealo ____________ .. _. ___________________ _ 
Capitol ___ ._. __ • ___________________________________ _ 
I.ibrarr .ad A...,31". __________ .. ----_______________ _ 
hDdin.. ______ .... ________________ - _ -----_____ --------
Letriol.ti". 11 .... 11& _____________ .. _______________ _ 

T.n_ &hool. 0..1 .ad D ....... _____________________ _ 

T.n_ &hool. lI'ind .. --- .--------------------------..... nn_ lacJuot.ri41 &hool ____________ .. _. _____________ _ 

State Tralnl .... Dd A~ricultu"" &_1 for Bora .... ---
Trn ....... c.o.-lIliMina tOl' Blind -----.---- .. _------------T __ V ...... tion.1 &hool for Girlo ____ ... - __________ _ 
Sta .. _rot ar ElortioDs _______________ .. --------------
State _rot of Eq ... I1 ..... __ ... -------------------------
State _rot of Charit;'" --------- ... -------------------
o.pa_t of Pu!)';" H .. llb __ .----------------------
State Baakh,. [Mpartm .... t ------------- .--------------!)ep."",",' 01 ",.,rita.t ..... __ . -_______________________ _ 

OfftH lIi_ I ... peoctor -- ----------. --------------------
P .... iono, DIaab .... &aldi ... --. ------------------------
P .... io-. Conlf'drnteo ""itlows ----------- -------------
CORr ....... SOldir ... • H...e --------------------------
A ..... ti .... Jo'u~lti .. -------------- --------------------
Jl.e(uocl.d R...,elllue ----- ------ - ----------- ------- -----
Allor....,...· F .. --------------------------- - -----------
Mainu-nance Coarirta. Main PrMoD ------------- _.---
M.in ......... Conyic1.a. Brwb7 "ouawa ----------------
Supr...ae Court Reoporta ------------ .-.------------------
U 01 T .... in .......... and o.v.lopm.nt Fund --. -------
~iye Vorational Echaeatioa in Aaricultare --------

1.696.46 
25.708.21 
6.610_25 

273.786_97 
812.286.15 
169.825.19 

11.962.96 
27.682.94 
17.479.04 
21.663.70 
17.161.45 
8.046.67 

16.699.97 
9.693.25 

10.633_28 
21.902.85 
9.068.82 

14.874.82 
11.008.80 

9.920.78 
11.720.64 
10.425.00 
14.637.46 
29.065.49 
21.724.78 

102.922.71 
19.935_98 

4.260.00 
9.187.60 
9.705_81 
1.888.21 
8.370.24 
2.866_82 
8.280.81 
9.018_26 

22.168_67 
6.016.07 
1.421.21 
8.666.7. 
7.9i6.49 

816.874.97 
106.561.90 
298.624_87 

22.6V9_98 
10.670.88 
10.687.60 
60.874.88 
6.269.08 
6.609.01 

106.561.B8 
118.618.74 
101.249.11 
270.632_86 
169.746_87 
212.461_91 

89.648.10 
1.736_24 

638_42 
891.76 

206.216.48 
48.929.64 

111.682.77 
14.910.18 

726.618.82 
466.696_00 
87.165.71 

1.021.00 
U.888_81 
29.642_97 

622.089_00 
"'8.125_96 

2.446_46 
9~6.657_60 
128.178.&9 
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. DISBURSEMENTS_C.ontinued. 

Jackson's Tomb and Dwelling ____ .... ___________________ _ 
National Guards, State of Tennessee ________ .... _________ _ 
Public Printing __ .... _________ --~--------~------------- . Tax Aggregate ____________ .... _________________________ _ 
Tubercular Hospital ______________________________ .... __ 
Blind Girls' Home _____________ .... _____________________ _ 
Expense Governor Enforcing Law! ____________________ _ 

~:h·:!roF:n:a~~~~_=::~::=:::::::::::::::::~::::::::::: 
Geological Survey .. ___________________________________ _ 
G'ame and Fish Protection Fund ____________ .... _________ _ 
High Sheriff __ .... ______ .. ______________________________ _ 
War History ____ .. _________ .A. _________________ ~ _______ _ 

Bureau of Forestry .... _____________________________ ' ____ _ 
Public Utilities ________________ .... ______________________ . 
FOl'e8t Reserve .... _____________________________________ _ 
State Highway Department _____ .. ______ .... ___________ _ 
McGavock Cemetery ___ .... _____________________________ _ 
Spencer T. :aunt }<'und __________ .... ___________________ _ 
Gen. Wm. B. Bate Scholarship __ .... _____________________ _ 
Felix Zollicoffer Scholarship ____ .:.. _____ .... _____________ _ 
State Auditors __ .. ___________________________________ .... 
Tennessee State Fair Premiums ______ .... _______________ _ 

gi:~i~~lE!i!~T;:i~_:::==:=::::::~~:::::::::::::::::: 
Workmen's Compensation ____________ .... _______________ :. 
Mine Rescue Station .... ____________________________ ~ __ _ 
Bureau Ex-Service Men __________________ .... ___________ _ 
State Debt __ .... _______________________________________ _ 
Tennessee Children"u Home ______________ .... ___________ _ 
Home for Feeble-mh.ded ______________________________ _ 
Real Estate Commission __________________ .... ___________ _ 
Architects and Engineers Examiners ___________________ _ 
Andrew Johnson's Tailor Shop _______________________ _ 
Vocational School for Girls, Colored __ .... _______________ _ 
Salarie&-Executive ______________ .... ___________________ _ 

Private Secretary to Governor _ .... ___________________ _ 
State Veterinarian ________ . __ .... _____________________ _ 
Assistant Attorneys General ______ .... __________ ~ __ ~ ___ _ 
Pure Food Inspectors __________ .... ___________________ _ 
State Board of A!1m,inistration ____ .... _~----------------
Insurance CommISSIoner _______________ .... ___________ _ 

Board of Embalmers ____ .... ___________________________ _ 
Board of Chiropractors __________ .... ___________________ _ 
Board of Veterinary Examiners ____ .... _________________ _ 
Registrar of Prof_ions and Tradea ______________ .... ~ __ _ 
Gasoline Privilege Tax ______ .... ______ ... ________________ _ 
Exp. Board of Education ____________ .... _______________ _ 
Board of Medical Examiners _____ .... _ .. _________________ _ 
State Police __ .. __________ .... ______ ~ ____________________ _ 
Land Register _________ .... _____________________________ _ 
State Fair Deficit __________ .... _____ ---~---------_____ _ 
State Prison Library __________________________________ _ 
State Tax Department _________ .... _____________________ _ 
Keeper of Archives __________________ .... ___ .,. ___________ _ 
Office State Auditor _________ .... _______________________ _ 
Board of State Fair Trustees _____ .... ___________________ _ 
State Printing Commission __________ .... _______________ _ 
Sale Short Term Notea ______ .... ______________________ _ 
Printing Public Acts ____________ .... ___________________ _ 
Fire Prevention Fund _____ .... _________________________ _ 
Revolving Fund ___________ .... _________________________ . 
Burke Memorial ___ .... _________________________________ _ 
Clerk Hire-Superintendent of Public Instruction __ .---__ Governor .... __ . .,. ___ __________________________________ _ 

Pure· Food Inspector ~ ____________ .... _________________ _ 
Shop and Factory Inspector _________________________ _ 
Insurance Commissioner ____________________________ _ 

Expens~ure Food Inspedor __ .... ___________________ _ 
Shop and Factory Inspector _________________________ _ 
State Board of Administration ___ • _______________ .... __ 

Salary, Asst. Librarian ____ .... _________________________ _ 

2,833.22 
89,895.25 
23,748.27 

1,162.50 
15,049.72 

6,481.56 
132.34 

6,229.04 
4,362,540.71 

45,215.17 
26,935.67 

200.00 
8,047.41 

29,356.48 
46,012.26 

6,673.75 
5,9411,790.56 

400.00 
1,161.00 

100.00 
100.00 

16,260.02 
72,698.55 
72,476.46 
211,368.76 

7,201.01 
479.00 

8,192.14 
1,767,000.00 

86,216.63 
51,776.67 
21,117.79 

1,923.63 
568.61 

16,430.47 
1,312.47 

260.00 
416.66 

1,981.23 
1,887.48 
2,150.14 

600.00 
1,690.70 
1,881.13 

81.20 
202.04 

21,739.32 
10,973.70 

5.00 
184.30 
932.35 

48,668.76 
304.28 

2,870.11 
36.75 

701.94 
110.74 
4·d6.56 

800,000.00 
104.50 

7,637.27 
10,000.00 

50.00 
823.21 
125.00 
337.50 
936.69 
675.00 
242.17 
279.53 
462.72 
337.60 

Total Disbursements _________ : ... __________________ ----
$20.918,045.6~ 
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TABLE B-CASH ACCOUNTS 

From July 1. 1922. to June 10. 1924. 

R.,K ....... 

BaJa..., .. Cuh in Tftuury July 1. 1922 ___________________________________ 1 4.876.935.52 
Cuh ReeeiPta July 1. 1822 to Jun .. 10. 1924 _____________________________ 14.631.222.28 

Total ___ _ 139.508.157.80 

DIB8U ... II&NT'r9. 

Warranta paid from July 1. 1922 to June 10. 11124 ________________________ 31.617.957.96 

Balanee In T ...... ury July 1. 1924 ___ . ___________ . _________________________ 17.890.199.84 

Ra:mrN " .. 0 D .... u ........ ft 8Y .ONTRB Fao. JULY 1. 1922. TO JUN .. SO. 1924 

July. 
Au .. uat. 
~Ptember. 
October. 
Nov.mMr. 
De«mber. 
January. 
Feeru.,.,.. 
lI...,h. 
April. 
lIay. 
June. 

Ree";pta 
1922 __________________ 1 441.8M4.62 
1822 _ ____________ _____ 584.502.85 
1V22 __________________ 2.198.314.82 
1922 __________________ 8~2.971.47 

1922 __________________ 478.411.19 
1922 _____________ .. ____ 577.927.01 
1928 _________________ 1.211.027.06 
111'18 ______________ . ___ 1.702.497.01 
1V21 __________________ 2.891.062.44 
1828 __________________ 1.561.740.66 
1925 __________________ 2.1l2.105.76 
1821 __ . _______________ 2."7.887_17 

Tota". JulY 1. 1922. to June 80. 1928 

July. 
AUlruet. 
~pt .. mber. 
O","ober. 
}II O'ft'mbeT. 

Deeember. 
.Ianua,.,.. 
FMrual7. 
".rdl. 
April. 
lIaF. 
.Iun<'. 

IVZI __________________ 11.265.811.81 
1921 _ _________________ 868.468.99 
1821 __________________ 7H1,802.82 
1921 ________________ . _ 1.225.078.76 
1921 __________________ 1.038.746.87 
1928 ._________________ 530.877.50 
1924 __________________ 1.I4M.225.15 
11124 . _________________ I.U6.9811.21 
1824 _____________ . _ 4.066.840.21 
1924 ______ . _________ 1.10t1.871.64 
11124 ______ .__________ 925.114.04 
1924 _________________ 1.061.068.27 

TotaJ.. July I. 1921. to June 10. 1924 

Totall. July I. 1921. to .. une 10. 1924 

Diabunementa 
11.915.840.00 

2.474.538.60 
2.667.809.31 

945.721.02 
898.65J.40 

1.039.009.09 

$17 .076.781.68 

----
'17.554.440.60 

$lU81.222.28 

758.342.86 
1.866.875.04 

761.112.45 
628.141.85 
533.f17.52 

1.867.848.74 

11.807.598.11 
782.796.90 

2.881.595.66 
2.610.151.85 
1.186.466.87 
1.052.392.66 
1.807.065.41 

870.690.81 
842.458.75 
819.754.75 
935.124.04 

1.214.560.27 

$15.857.807.88 

'16.260.650.58 

$8\,617.957.96 
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TABLE C-RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS. 
From July 1. 1922, to June 30, 1924. 

Balance in Treasury June 80, 1922 __________________________ $ 4,876,935.52 
Gross receipts July I, 1922, to June 30, 1924. ___________________ 84,631,222.28 

Total ___________________________________________________________ $39,508,157 .80 

Total Disbursements JulY I, 1922, to June 30, 1924 __________ $31,617.957.96 

Balance in Treasury June 30, 1924 ___________________________ 7,890,199.84 

Total ___________________ ~ ______ . _____ ~ ___ ~ ______________________ $39,508;157 .80 

The gross receipts amounted to $84,631,222.28 which include receipts from special accounts 
for specific purposes. as follows: 
Rural school levy ________________________________ $2,265,352.49 
University of Tenn. levy __________ , _____________ 1,418.962.96 
Highway levy ________________________________ ~__ 829.304.64 
State Fair levy __________ ~______________________ 144.567.10 
Gasoline Tax ___________________________________ 1.648.466.91 
Automobile registration ________ ~ _________________ 4.612.567.20 
Sale of notes and bonds _________________________ '1.920.183.07 
Federal and other Aid _. _________________________ 5,092.830.65 

Total _________________________________________ $17,832,235.02 

Leaving actual receipts _____________________________________ 16.798.987.26 
Cash balance June 30, 1922 __________________________________ 4,876,935.52 

Total as above ___________ : _______ ~__________________________ $39,508,167.80 
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TABLE D 

, Comparative Stat.ement of Reeeipq and Disbunementa for eighteen months' period 
IoetrilUliq ..... a.ry 1. 11121. and endin8 "une 10. 11122. compared with ei&'hteen montha' period 
.... innin8 .. anu..,. 1. 1112'. and endin8 "une 10. 1924. 

Balanee In Tre.aary ..... u..,. 1. 1921 ______________ . ________________________ S 471.624.04 
a-h,t. ".nuarJ' 1. 11121. tn "une 10. 1922 _________________________________ 23.635.781.96 

Total __________________________________________________________ $24.107 .406.99 

Dilbunement. "anua17 1. Inl. to lune 10. 1'22 _. ____________________________ 19.280.470.47 

Balance in TreuU17 lune 80. 1922 _____________ .________________________ 4.876.936.62 

Balance In Tre.aury Janua17 1. Ina ______ ._________________________________ 196.877.46 
Beoeipt. "anu..,. 1. 1921. to June 10. 1924 ___________ . ____________________ 29.870.210.92 

Total __________________________________ . ______________________ . 29.666.688.38 

Dlohunementa lanu..,. 1. 1828. to June 10. 1924 ____________________________ 21.676.388.64 

Balanee In Tre.aU17 lune 10. 1924 __________________________________________ 7.890.199.84 

Reeeipta January 1. 1921. to June 10. 1924 __________________________________ 29.370.210.92 
RaeeiPt. .. anue.,. 1 1921. to "une 10. 1921 ___________________________________ 28.686.781.96 

Inc_ _ ________________________ J____________________________ &.784.428.97 

Dt.bunement. lanua17 1. 1'21. to lune 10. 1924 _____________________________ 21.676.888.64 
Dilohunement. "anu817 1. 1'21. to "une 10. 1822 ________ • ____________________ 19.280.470.47 

Inc.... _______________________________ ~_______________________ 2.446.918.07 

Reeeipt. 18n".17 1. Inl. to luno 10. 11122 __________________________________ 28.68&.781.9& 
Diabunement. "anu..,. 1. 11121. to "une 10 1922 ________________ • ___________ 19.280.470.47 
a-ipt. in _ '" dilbunementa ______________________________________ 4.40&.811.48 

Ileeeipt. "anua17 1. Inl. to lune 10. 1924 __ . ______________________________ 29.870.210.n 
Dilbu .......... ta "anu..,. 1. Inl, to "uno 10, 1924 ____________________________ 21.676.888.64 

a-ipta in __ of dt.lna_nta ___________________________ 7.698.822.88 
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TABLE E 
Expenditures for Fiscal Year, 1923-1924, for following pllrp(ls(,!1 

and percentage of one dollar for same. 

r 
~i.. 

"''' ~i 
~~ 

'-

Per cent Distribution 

EAucation 17.6 
$4.315.914.;7 

H;ghWG!/' 33.0 
$>.14>.490.63 

1.3 Agriculture __________________________________ $ 
27.6 Education ___________________________________ _ 

.9 Public Health _______________________________ _ 
33.0 Highways ___________________________________ _ 
13.8 Charitable Institutions _____________ . __________ _ 

3.1 JUdiciary. ___________________________________ _ 
11.5 State Debt'imd Interest ______________________ _ 
4.9 Confederate! Pensions ________________________ _ 
3.6' Administrative ______________________________ _ 

.3 Special Accounts ____________________________ _ 

Amount 
198,038.55 

4,315,914.57 
150,100.69 

5,145.490.63 
2,161,128.07 

481,889.76 
1,798,554.55 

755,795.36 
562,702.23 
47,692.86 

100. $15,616,757.27 



TABLE F-COMPARATIVE STATEMENT 

Operating Expensel from February I, 1922, to February I, 1923, of Departments and luch parte of .. me al have been tran .. 
ferred to the eight Departments by the Adminiatrative Reorganization Act, compared with operating 

apeniea of aaid eight Departments from February I, 1923, to February I, .1924. 

INCREASES AND DBCREASES SHOWN BY DEPARTMENTS. 

1922 
State Budget Commission _________ , 200.00 
State Auditor ___________________ 8,802.78 

Bookkeeper and Auditor of Admin-
istration ______________________ 2,500.00 

Normal School Bookkeeper (Paid 
from School Fund·) ____________________ _ 

State Tax Commission ____________ 85,114.12 
State Board of Equalization _______ 7,577.12 
Issuance Motor Vehicle License 

(Paid from Auto Fund) _________________ _ 
Printing Commission _____________ 8,409.05 
State Purchasing Agent__________ 9,003.97 
Secretary Funding Board (Ex-

pense Funding) _______________ 2,678.24 

Total _______________________ , 69,285.28 

Transferred to 

Department of 
Finance and 

Taxation' 

1923 

Salaries Finance and Taxation _____ ' 84,484.75 
Expense Finance and Taxation_____ 6,661.15 
Expense Funding ________________ 4,830.87 
State Board of Equalizers_________ 638.42 
State and County Auditors________ 10,627.83 
Issuance M. V. License (Paid from 

Automobile Fund) _____________________ _ 

Normal School Bookkeeper (Paid 
froni School Fund) _____________________ _ 

State Auditor ___________________ 701.94 
. State Tax Commission ____________ 2,870.11 

Total _______________________ , 60,314.57 

Decrease ______________ , 8,970.71 

l r 



Bureau of Agriculture____________ 75,596.57} 
Game and Fish Wardens__________ 19,509.37 
Bureau of Forestry_______________ 31,475.35 
Food and Drug Inspector Salaries__ 15,449.88 
Food and Drug Inspector Expenses_ 12,124.77 
State Veterinarian, Salary ________ 2,499.96 

Total _______________________ '156,655.9Q 

State Highway Department, Op- } 
erating Expense ___ ~----------- 788,298.52 

State Capitol Expense ____________ 43,951.16 

Total ---____________________ '832,249.68 

Transferred to 
Department of 

Agriculture 

Transferred to 
Highways and 
Public Works 

{

Department of Agriculture _______ 82,310.49 
Game and Fish Warden _________ 20,808.99 
Bureau of Forestry ______________ 17,174.52 
State Veterinarian, Salary ______ 416.66 
Expense Pure Food Inspector _____ 242.17 
Salaries, Pure Food Inspector ____ 1,387.48 

Total ___________ ~ ___________ '122,340.30 

Decrease ------------, 34,315.60 I 
~ 

i 

{
Expense, Operating ______________ '736,031.82 
Expense, State Capitol ___________ 42,855.37 

Total _______________________ '778,887.19 

Decrease _____________ , 53,362.49 



State Board of AdmIn-
Istration, Salaries •• _,17,200.00 

State Board of Admin-
Istratlon, Expense ••• 

Le .. Salary Bookkeeper 
and Auditor •••••••• 

Les. Salary and Ex
pense Purc:haaincAgt. 

2,110.60-$ 19,310.60 

2,600.00-

9,003.97- 11,603.97j 

, 7,806.63 
Board of Administration, Expenae.. 462.72 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••• , 8,369.26 

State Board of Health •••••••. __ ._,129,102.91 

Tran.ferrt'd to 

Department ot 
In.titution. 

Transferred to 

Increase ___ .••••• _ •• _., 8,686.26 

In.urance Commilsioner, Salaries •• , 
Insurance Commissioner, Clerk Hire 
Insurance Commissioner, Expense •. 
State Bankinc Department •• _ ...• 

6,000.00} 
6,400.00 

23,914.60 • 
34,671.11 

Total ••.•••••••••••..••.•.•• , 69,986.61 

Transrrlred to 
Departm('nt of 
Insurance and 

Banking 

{

Salariel, Dept. of In.h._._ ••••• __ .' 
Expenle, Dept. of Insh .• _ .••.••••• 
Expenle, Dept. of In.t •.••••••••.•• 
Salaries, Board of Administration •• 

6,147.22 
466.66 
667.23 
716.83 

Total ••• _ ••• _ •••••.•••••• _ •• , 7,886.84 

Decrease ••.••••••••••• , 

Department of Public Health. _____ '137,789.16 

Salaries, Dept. of Insurance .•••••• , 13,934.60 
Expenses, Dept. of Insurance..... 4,419.S0 
Salaries, Insurance Commissioner.. 600.00 
Clerk Hire, Insurance Commissioner 676.00 
Salaries and Expense paid from 

fees by Insurance Department... 4,288.84 
Banking Department •••. _........ 34,321.46 

Total _ ..•..•. _ .....•••..••.. , 68,239.10 

472,41 

Decrease ..•. _ ••.•.•••• , 11,746.61 

l r 



Shop and Factory Insp., Salaries ___ $ 11,199.96} 
Shop and Factory Insp., Clerk Hire_ 8,049.96 
Shop and Factory Insp., Expense___ 5,230.02 
Office Mine Inspector ____________21,473.05 , 
Workmen's Compensation Com~___ 5,627.80 
Fire Prevention (Fire Mar. Fund)_ 47,037.32 

Total _.: _____________________ $ 98,618.11 

Transferred t.o 
Department of 

Labor. 
{

Salaries, Dep!lrtment of Labor _____ $ 7,216.63 
Expense, Department of Labor_____ 11,463.21 
Office Mine Inspector_____________ 10,743.63 
Workmen's Compensation Com.____ 5,034.36' 

, Fire Prevention __________________ 7,537.27 
Fire Marshall Fund ______________ 19,658.23 

Total _______________________ $ 61,653.83 

Decrease ______________ $ 36,964.78 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

SALARIES, OFFICE AND TRAVELING EXPENSES OF THE DIVISIONS OF THIS DEPARTMENT. 

Land Office _____________________ $ 2,437.70. 
High Schools ____________________ 8,435.67 

Office Supt. Public Instruction_____ 20,659.10 
State Board _____________________ 2,487.21 
Normal Bookkeeper __________ -'___ 2,750.00 
Vocational Education _____________ 16,470.88 
Industrial Rehabilitation _________ 8,248.04 
Library Extension __ . ______ ~______ 2,694.49 
Division of Certification __________ 12,658.58 
Division of History _______________ 8,497.66 
Dieion of Library _____________ "'__ 6,062.41 
Traveling Library· ________ .:______ 3,159.78 
Geological Survey ________________ 28,495.77 

Total _____ .;,:.. ________________ '123,057.29 

Transferred to 
Department of 

Education 

Land Office ___________ :.. ________ ~$ 
High Schools ___________________ _ 
Commissioner of Education ___ -; ___ _ 
State Board of Education ________ _ 
Normal Bookkeeper _____________ _ 
Vocational Education ___________ _ 
Industrial Rehabilitation ________ _ 
Library Extension ___ '- ___ '.:. ______ _ 
Division of Certification _________ _ 
Division of History' ~ ____________ _ 
Division of .Library _-' ___________ _ 
Traveling Library ______________ _ 
Geological Survey _______________ _ 

1,294.95 
7,272.62 

21,608.28 
1,907.20 
2,329.16 

15,933.34 
7,175.97 
1,644.41 
9,968.96 
4,877.48 
7,562.8.6 
1,768.98 

28,802.76 

Total _______________________ $112,146.97 

Decrease _____ .. ________ , 10,910.32 

, 
.~ 

i 



RECAPITULATION 

Depta. tranaferred to 
Dept. Finance and Taxation _____ ' 
Dept. Agrlculture _____________ _ 
Dept. Highway. and Public Workl 
Dept. Institution. _____________ _ 
Dept. Public Health ____________ _ 
Dept. Inlurance and Banking ___ _ 
Dept. Labor __________________ _ 
Dept. Education ______________ _ 

1922 
. 69,285.28 , 
156,655.90 
832,249.68 

8,359.25 
129,102.91 

69,985.61 
98,618.11 

123,057.29 

n23 
60,81'-67 

122,340.80 
778,887.19 

7,886.U 
137,789.16 

68,339.10 
61,653.83 

112,146.97 

Total _____________________ fl,487,314.03 ,1,839,251.46 

Decreaaea 
Decreasel 
Decreases 
Decreases 
Increases 
Deereases 
Deereases 
Decreases 

____________ , 8,970.71 
____________ 84,815.60 
____________ 68,862,49 
____________ 472,41 

11,746.61 
86,964.78 
10,910.82 

, 8,686.25 

Gross Deereases _____ '156,742.82 f 
Net Decrealel ______________________________ '148,056.67 
Plus decrease in operating expense, Revenue 

Agents and State and County Auditors______ 14,217.60 

Total Net Decrease ______________________ '162,274.07 

Note.-In the Department of Finance and Taxation disbursements covering the salary of the Normal School Bookkeeper and 
the salaries and expense of the Motor Vehicle Division, the amounts are not shown for the reason that these expenses are 
paid from the School Fund and the Highway Fund respectively. 
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TABLE I 

Report of Expenditures For All Expending Agencies of the State of 
Tennessee, Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 1924 

Compiled by the Department of Finance and Taxation in Accordance 
with Chap. ~, Acts 1923, Administrative Reorganization Bill 

A-PERSONAL SERVICE 

1. (SALARIES ... ND W ... GES) 
11. Salaries and wages regular. _________________________ $2.056.851.40 
12. Salaries and wages temporary. ___________________________ 56.208.14 
13. Other compensations. ____________________________________ 132.780.92 

Total _________________________________________________ 2.244.840.46 

B-OPERATING EXPENSES 

2. (SUPPLIES ... ND MATERIALS) 21. Office Supplies _______________________________________ _ 
22. (Food Supplies) 221. Food _____ "1 ____________________________________ _ 

222. Forage _________________________________________ _ 
23. (Fuel Supplies) 231. Coal _________________________________________ : __ _ 

232. Other Fuels __________________________________ _ 
24. (Institutional Supplies) 

241. Clothing and Household Goods ___________________ _ 

~!~: ~:;:::Za::: ~~~~~_:.:;::_=::::~~=====~====:== 244. Medical and surgical ___ : _________________________ _ 
246. General Plant Supplies ___________________________ _ 

26. School Supplies ___________________________ ~ _________ _ 
261. Bookstore __________________________________________ _ 

26. Farm and Dairy Supplies _____________________________ _ 
27. .( Other Supplies) 

271. Motor vehicle supplies ___________________________ _ 
272. Laboratory supplies ____________________________ _ 
273. General supplies _______________________________ _ 

28. (Materials) 
281. Building materials ________________ ~ _______________ _ 
282. Road materials _______ '-___________________________ _ 
283. Other materials ___________________________________ _ 

8. (CO .... UNIC ... TION ... ND TRANSPORT ... TlON) 81. Postage ________________________________________________ _ 
32. Telephone and Telegraph ____________________________ _ 
33. Freight and Express __________________________________ _ 
84. (Traveling Expenses) 

341~ Transportation ____________________________________ _ 
342. Hotels and Meals _______________________________ ~ 

86. Hired Horses and Vehicles _____________________________ _ 

4. (PRINTING. BINDING ... ND ADVERTISING) 
"1~ Printing ________________ '-____________________________ _ 

411. Departments Reports and Bulletins _______________ _ 
42. Binding ________________________________________________ _ 
48. Advertising ____________________________________________ _ 
44. Publication of Notices ____________ " ____________________ _ 

6. (HEAT. LIGHT ... ND W ... TER) 
51. Furnishing Light and Power ___________________________ _ 
62. Furnishing Water ______________________________________ _ 
53. Other Services ____________________________________ ~ _____ _ 

6. (REP ... lRs ... ND REPL ... C .... BNTS) 
61. Repairs to buildings and other structures ______________ _ 
62. Repairs and replacements to equipment ________________ _ 

7. (RBNTS ... ND INSURANCE) 

27.661.40 

390,874.56 
46,209.50 

127,143.26 
1.296.50 

145,243.56 
25,109.24 
5,625.70 

21,096.60 
73,066.82 

6.120.18 
262.78 

13,619.95 

121.183.17 
7,466.16 

41,949.06 

27,699.28 
1,320.67 

116.619.01 

20,260.(7 
16,338.41 
78.440.20 

66,135.28 
61,686.78 

8,639.66 

60,887.80 
12,800.76 

883.30 
520.41 

1,2!,6.05 

29,161.17 
9,964.83 

664.76 

31,92650 
62,638.33 

71. Rents _____________ ~____________________________________ 25,806.00 
72. Insurance ______________________________________________ :. 18,244.92 
78. Premium on Bonds __________________________________ ~___ 8.667.97 

-----
Total 1.687.278.83 
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C-ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY 

8. 

I. 

(EqUIP ... HT) 
80. Highwa" Machinery and Equipment ___________________ _ 
81. Offie~ Equipment ______________________________________ _ 
~z. Fumiture and FixturH-Institutional _____________________ _ 
81. Inatruumente-Medical and Sureical ____________________ _ 
84. Apparatu&-Ph".ical and Chemical _______________________ _ 
M5. School Equipment ______________________________________ _ 
~6. Motor Vehiclea _________________________________________ _ 
87. Farm Equipment _______________________________________ _ 
88. Live Stock _____________________________________________ _ 
88. Other Equipment ______________________________________ _ 

(BUILDIHGB. I ... ao ...... H ... AHD LANDS) 
i1. Buildine- and Fi:I:ed Equipment ______________________ _ 
92. Walk. and Pavementa __________________________________ _ 
91. Sewen and Dr.ina _____________________________________ _ 
94. Road.-Excluaive of Highway Construction _____________ _ 
8'. Bridllee--Exeluaive of Hiebway Construction ___________ _ 
86. Land. 

84.318.86 
14.006.18 
32.948.85 
1.176.64 
4.947.33 
7.810.14 

57.102.20 
7.059.25 

21.972.64 
133.970.00 

46.382.43 
3.608.78 
2.833.06 

236.19 
2.619.63 
9.862.89 

Total ____________________________ .. ___________________ 879.168.46 

D-OTHER ACCOUNTS 

10. (P.HBIOH8. STAU Am. nc.) 101. PeI18i0ll8 ______________________________________________ _ 
102. State Aid ____________________________________________ _ 
loa. Tranafen _____________________________________________ _ 
104. Count,. Road M.aint.nanee ____________________________ _ 
105. State Road Maintenance ______________________________ _ 
106. Refunded Revenue ____________________________________ _ 
107. State Protlecutiona ____________________________________ _ 
108. State Debt ___________________________________________ _ 
101. Intereet State Debt ___________________________________ _ 
110. State Fair Debt _______________________________________ _ 
111. LetI'ialative Expenae ___________________________________ _ 
112. Batea and Zollicoffer Schola .. hip _______________________ _ 
114. Motor Vehicle Number PlBtea _________________________ _ 
115. Spencer T. Hunt Fund ________________________________ _ 
116. Lumbeor Aeeount-Br1Uh,. Mountain Prison ____________ _ 
117. Printinc Dept. Tenn. Indu.trial School ________________ _ 
118. HiahwQ Con.truction-ProjectB ______________________ _ 

749.467.79 
8.887.179.77 

51.086.87 
914.780.01 
120.677.22 

42.800.45 
122.017.66 

1.170.000.00 
ti68.422.06 

88.656.26 
6.514.26 

200.00 
83.290.60 

1.161.00 
19.104.07 
26.228.62 

8.460.458.49 

Total _______________________________________________ 11.806.484.42 

Total A.-Penonal Ser.ice __ ________________________________________ 2.244.840.46 

Total B.-Operatlnc Expen ... _______________________________________ 1.687.278.88 

Total C.-Aequl.ition of Propert" ____________________________________ 879.158.46 

Total D.-Other Aceounta _______ . ___________________________________ 11.806.484.42 

Grand Total __ __ . ______________________________ 16.616.767.17 



TABLE J:-BUDGET CLASSIFICATION OF DISBURSEMENTS FISCAL YEAR, JULY 1, 1923, TO JUNE 30, 1924 

Department 
Divi8ion or office 

1 
Salarie. and 

Wage. 
Supplie. and 

Material. 

8 
Communica
tions and 

TraDBporta~on 

4 . 
Printing, 

Binding and 
Ad.erti.ing 

.6 
Heat, Light 
and Water 

·0 
Repairs and· . 

Repla.e ... ente 

7 
Rent. and 
Insurance 

8 

Equipmerit 

9 
Building, 

Improvements 
and Lands 

10 
Otber 

Accounts 
Total 

Agri~ulture ----1$ 87,956.461$ 4,672.91\$ 22,228.68\$ 8'667'981$ 184.781$ 203.08 $ 27.00 $ 1,721.761. ____________ \$ 72,376.00\$ 198,088.55 
F~dcation ___ --- 382,285.82 87,688.1\5 19,072.87 23,927.33 7,098.04 2,921.61 14,837.82 17,431.78 $ 16,778.55 8,505,014.90 8,977,047.07 
Fmance and ! I I I 

Taxation ----I 79,784.79 2,986.911 18,477.56 5,594.51 85.05 159.81 78.00 1,872.521. ____________ \ 47,097.62\ 151,081.77 
Health ________ 106,268.93 16,831.57 9,462.56 1,877.60 169.72 432.49 740.48 8,484.82 18.00 11,864.52 150,100.69 
Highways and I 

Pub. Work. __ ~ 828,909.17 115,649.53 38,214.86 5,740.08\ 7,700.751 11,844.64 8,348.071 123,599.851 7,888.071 4,497,600.6{1 6,146,490.63 
Insurance and I. . ! I . I 

Banking _____ 43,782.46 884.75 13,386.31 5,761.37 12.00 34.19 428.28 131.761.------------1.------------) 64,421.12 
Institutions ____ I 652.862.62 1,008,069.67 81,194.69 2,235.63 22,682.61 76,663.68 4,388.17 164,968.46 89,422.27 109,865.28 2,161,128.07 
Labor _________ 68,609.64 806.85 20,239.63 2,042.85 32.00 186.42 684.50 76.71. ____________ .____________ 82,576.60 

Total Code 1--1. . --1- I \ 
Departments $ 1.689,969.89 $ 1,187,085.04' 217,276.61 $ 55,847.30 • 37,864.95 $ 92,285.92 $ 29,472.32 $ 818,231.65~4,101.891$ 8,242,808.981$11,929.884.50 

Officeof __ I' ( ~ 1 I Governor ____ • 12,606.25 $ 394.96 $ 923.60 $ 6U5 $ 26.00 . 8.00 . ____________ • ____________ • __________ . __ .____________ 14,012.0ji 
Secretary of I 

State ______ 1 15,199.681 756.10 1,098.69 646.401 26.60 . 189.68 240.00 68.98 • ____________ \.____________ 18,210.88 
Comptroller _\ 19,699.721 428.66 636.48\ 666.60 10.80 97.64.____________ 8.00. ____________ .____________ 21,241.70 
T.euurer ____ 12,499.91 874.15 164.29 194.20.____________ 19.04 600.00 89.10. ____________ .____________ 18,880.69 
Adjt.-Gen. __ I 14,864.461 2,841.791 3,786.861 208.661 1,247.181 1,087.86 16,664.07 178.26 289.98.____________ 40,647.48 
Atty.-Gen. and I I 1 1 I . . . I I I 

Reporter ---I 16,157.83 844.651 431.64/' 297.26 28.00 20.00 96.00 92.601. ____________ 1. ____________ 1 16,466.77 
R.R.&Pub. '. I I I 

Util. Com.__ 64,299.91 1,607.031 8,602.91 658.161 U9 .. 721 40.26 80.00 260.861. ____________ 1. ____________ 1 60,418.82 

Total State --- I. \ \ 
Offices ____ $ 143,717.76 6,747.13\$ 10,431.96($ 2,6H.401$.. 1468.201. 1.412.22 $ 17,629.07 $ 622.68\$ 289.981. ____________ 1$ 184,773.89 

Salariea_ I I I . I I .. I I 
i~~!~!~~.;.:---- 254,419.84 .------------ .------------ .--------"--- .-~------.--•. ------------ ·------------1·------------1·------------1·------------I 254,419.84 

ES»~~ ~;~_ ::::::::: :~~~~~~~~~~~~ :~~~~~~~~~~~~ :~~~~~~~~~~~~ :~.~~~~~~:~~~~C~~~~~~~~~~ :~~~~~~~~~~~~ :~~~~~~~~~~~~ :~~~~~~~~~~~~ :~~~~~~~~~~~~I ::::::::: 
Expenae_ I Supreme C'rt. I 7,810.621 1,518.28 2,849.68 1,996.86 419.56 760.29 87.60 924.01 .-----------_ • ____________ 1 16,807.19 

S;:::;;~:--+====i.------------L---------l-----------\.------------ .------------ .-------~-- .. -.------------ .----------- 122,017.5;J 122,017.56 

ciary _______ '1$ 861826.6311 1,618.231~ 2 849.681~ 1996.861'$ 419.661 760.29 87.50 924.61. ___________ .: 122,017.66\ 481,889.76 



~lo~!~~: �i----~~8:8~~ .-----~~;;.~~I!.------~~~~~~ . ____ ~~.:~~:~ :~~~~~~~~=~~I:~~~~~~~~~~~: ::::::~::~::~I:~~::~~~:~~~~ ::~~~=~::::: ::::~~~~~~~:~ E"p. Fundi ... ___ \ 1.891.60 41.60 11.U 1161.10.____________ 11.00 • ____________ .---________ .--_________ .------------

~~~II:=~:: :=~~~ :==~~::::==.~:~ :~~=.=. -:~::~~~:~::~~~~~~::::~: :~~~=.~:~~:: :=.~~:~~~~~ -::~~:~~:: 
P .... lon. ______ '."8.8. lS1.1i '48.01 161.46 11.64 _________ 2.60. _______ 80.00. ____________ .____________ 148.461.18 

And .... Jnhn- \ 1 

~~ :=:~:~;~;:;~:~~ '::-::~;; ~=~~;:: :~-:---:::~::~~~~~:-:-I::;:;;::~~ ~~~:~~~-:~ ;;:_:~~~~==' 
:!= ~::,n,.::: . ____ ~~.~~~:~ ::::::::::::: :::::=:::::: .----___ ~!:~~ ::::::::::::: ::::::::::::: ::::::::::::J:::::::::::: ::::::::::::: ·-----.:287".86'1 

~?l~J~: ::::::::::::: ::===~======= :============ ::::::=:::::t=:===:==:=I~~~~:~:::~~ :::::::::::::~::::::~:::::J:::~::::::::l 8~:m:iil 
~~ I I 
EI~;~~l;Hp ---1·------------\·------------ .------------ .------------ .------------\.------------ .------------ .------------ .------------ • 200.001f 

lWportl ______ \ 1.000.00l.____________ 86.00 116.00. __________ \ •.. ___________ . ____________ • ____________ . ____________ • ____________ • 

State PoIl08_____ 161.60.____________ 26.80. ____________ • ____________ • ____________ • ____________ • ____________ • ____________ • ____________ • 

IU8U! 

18.TTUI 
•• 1".1. 

1.1es.aaUa '.168.' • 
•• 000.00 

1.140.'1 
1116.1.5.1. 

820.11 
1.I1U8 

888.881.10 

1.888.80 
'88.16 

28.481.78 
1.281.66 

1.181.00 
8S.666.28 

200.00 

200.00 

60.00 

1.212.00 

400.00 
184.80 

..'!""...:::'" ---- --- ---------- ------------- ------------In---n---- _-0000------- _0000 ---00--- ------------- --------------_____ n __ 00 .... 
A~~~~ _____ / 400.00/·. ____________ .------------ .------------ . ____________ 11• ____________ • ____________ • ____________ • ____________ • ____________ • 

Total Mlaonan-I I I I ;11. ---
eo"" Ao- i I 
oounlo 00_001' &9.881.191'. 8.246.89\$ 1.842.66(' 16.629.17' 11.&4j. 15.50 $ 80.00' 82.6& .0000 ________ • 2.9408&1.93' 8.020.769.62 
Grand Total It..!,24U!0.,46[ • ...!.198.64M91$ 231,400.76\' 75.888.82\' __ 89.760.25\ 94.468.981 47.218.89\ 814,811.59\ 84.841.87\ 11.805.484.421$16.816.757.21 

.- - --------

Rerapltulatlo,,- ~ I 1 
217.278.61\, 

1 
92.285.921 ~9.472.821 II \ 

Code Depta. ____ 1.889.959.89 • 1.187.085.04 • 55.847.80 • 87.864.961 818.281.66\ 84.101.89 8.242.808.981'11.929.884.&0 
St.ate omo .. ___ 148.717.16 6.747.13 10.481.96 • 2.614.40 1.468.20 1.412.22/ 17.629.07/ 622.68 289.98 • ____________ • 184.778.89 
Judiciary ______ 861.826.68 1.618.n 2.849.68 1.998.86 419.56 760.29 87.60 924.611.____________ 122.017.56' 481.889.76 
MiaeeUaneoua 

82.861.------------ 2.940.657.98\. 8.020.769.62 Aeeounta ---- fi9.887.19 8.248.89 1.842.66 16.629.77 17.64) 15.60 80.001 

94.468.98/.--"(7.218.89 • 
. I 

_'fotel .. above II 2.244.840.461$ 1.198.548.79 $ 231.400.76 • 76.888.82 • 89.780.26 , 814,811.59 $ 84.841.871$11.805.484.42\$16.818.767.27 



No~istribution of Other Account •• 
Agriculture Department ____________ , Appropriation for State, District and County Fairs _____________________________________________ $ 72,848.55 

{

Appropriation for Co-operative Vocational Education _____________________________________________ _ 
Appropriation for Hill'h Schools __________________________________________________________________ _ 
Appropriation for Industrial Rehabilitation ___________________________________ ~ __________________ _ 

Education Department ______________ Appropriation for Rural SchooIs-Supervisors, Superintendents ____________________________________ _ 
Appropriation for Elementary Schools ____________________________________________________________ _ 
Appropriation for Equalizing School Funds _______________________________________________________ _ 
Appropriation for School Libraries __ _ ____________________________________________________________ _ 

248,280.75 
216,850.00 

14,650.85 
534,000.00 

2,844,248.22 
100,291.43 
11,178.65 

Finance and Taxation _____________ Appropriation for Motor Vehicle Number Plates _______________________________________________ _ 88,290.50 
Public Health ______________________ Appropriation for Trachoma Hospital _________________________________________________________ c_ 750.00 

{

Appropriation for County Road Maintenance ------------------------------------------------------
Highways and Public Works _______ Appropriation for State Road Maintenance ______________________________________________________ _ 

Appropriation for Highway Construction Projects _______________________________________________ _ 

914,780.01 
120,677.22 

8,460',458.49 

,{APprOPriation for Tenn. Childrens Home Society ________________________________________________ _ 
Appropriation for BlInd Girls Home _______________________________________________________________ _ 

Department Institutions ____________ Appropriation for Tuberculosis Hospital ___________________________________________________________ _ 
Appropriation fol' Lumber Account-BrWlhy Mountain Prison _____________________________________ _ 
Appropriation for Printing Department-Tennessee Industrial School ______________________________ _ 

25,866.63 
8,810.78 

I 13,466.26 
19,104.07 -:a 
26,228.62 t Judiciary ___________________________ Appropriation for State Prosecutions __________________________________________________________ _ 122,017.56 

Appropriation for State Debt-Including U. of Tenn. Bonds ______________________________________ _ 1,170,000.00 
Appropriation for Interest State Debt ' ________ ~ __________________________________________________ _ 668,422.05 
Appropriation for Pension Confederate Sol!!.iers and Widows ___________________________________ _ 749,457.79 
Appropriation for University of Tenn. Maintenance and Development _____________________________ _ 299,000.00 
Appropriation for Legislative Expen e ____________________________________________________________ . 5,514.26 

MisceUaneoWl _______________________ J Appropriation for Forest Reserve-U. S. Government ________________ , _________________________ _ 8,287.66 
Appropriation for Spencer T. Hunt Fund ________________________________________ .. _______________ _ 1,161.00 
Appropriation for State Fair Debt. _______________________________________________________________ • 88,656.26 
Appropriation for McGavock Cemet ry ______________________________________ ~ ___________ " ________ _ 200.80 
Appropriation for Bates and ZolIicolfer Scholarships _______________________________________ c _____ _ 200.00, 
Appropriation for Elihu Burke Monument _________________________________________ .,-------------- • 50.00 

rransfer of Funds-Inter-departmental Transactions _____________________________________________________________________________________ _ 
51,086.87 

~efunded Revenues ___________ '" _________ ~ _________________________________________________________________________________________ • _____ _ 
42,800.45 

Total as above _______ , ______________________________________________________________________ • _______________________________________ $11,805~484.42 





TABLE VIII. 

Tabular Statement Showing the Assessed Value for Taxation by Counties of all Property of 
Railroads and Public Utilities in Tennessee for the years 1923-1924. 

NAME OF COUNTIES RAILROADS AND PUBLIC UTILITIES I Distributable I Localized I 
' Property Property . 

Total 
Property 

Anderson County-
AmericanRy. Express Co _________________________________ c _________ $ 1,04742$ 14600$ 1,19342 
L. &N. R. R. Co.-Knoxville Division_______________________________ 823,08000 12,14000 835,22000 
L. &N. R. R. Co.-Cow Creek Branch_______________________________ 120,96000 1,32000 122,28000 
Private Car Companies ___________________________ ~2"________________ 61,54938 ________________ 61,54938 
Southern Ry.-Briceville Branch____________________________________ 74,62000 50000 75,12000 
Southern Ry.-K. & O. Division ________________ ~ ________ :___________ 831,53000 14,28500 845,81500 
Southern Ry.-New River Branch _________________________ "_________ 41,30000 ________________ 41,30000 
Southern Ry.-Waldens Ridge Branch_ _ _ _____ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ __ _ _ __ __ __ _ 797,848 00 2,550 00 800,398 00 
Southeastern Express Co____________________________________________ 1,03725 14500 1,18285 
Tennessee Railroad Co______________________________________________ 49,65000 ________________ 49,65000 

1---------1----------1--------
Railroad TotaL________________________________________________ 2,802,66205 31,08600 2,833,70865 

Clinton Milling & Feed Co__________________________________________ ________________ 3,00000 3,000 00 
Cumberland Telephone & Telegraph Co______________________________ 48,35000 89900 49,24900 
Oliver Springs 'Electric Light Co_____________________________________ ________________ 25000 250 00 
Peoples Telephone & Telegraph Co ________________________________ ~_ 11,82600 ________________ 11,82600 
Producers Power Ice & Feed Co_____________________________________ ________________ 10,60000 10,60000 
Western Union Telegraph Co________________________________________ 3,77060 ;_______________ 3,770 60 

1----------1----------1-----------Utilities TotaL _________________________________________ ,________ 63,94660 i4,749 00 78,69560 

1----------1----------1-----------
{}rand Total____________________________________________________ 2,866,56865 45,835001 2,912,40425 



Bedford County-American Railway Express Co ______________________________________ _ 83655 77000 1.606 55 
N. C. 8t St. L. Ry.-Chattauooga Division __________________________ _ 897.611 04 14.163 15 911.77419 
N. C. 8t St. L. Ry.-Shelbyville Brauch _____________________________ _ 74.668 17 10.206 16 84.87433 Private Car Lines_. ________________________________________________ _ 19.596 71 ._ ... _---------- 19.596 71 

Railroad TotaL ________________________________________________ _ 
992.71247 25.139 31 1.017.85178 

Beech Grove Telephone Co _________________________________________ _ 1.66000 ... -...... ------------ 1 .660 00 Bell Buckle Light 8t Power Co ______________________________________ _ 
Cumberland Telephone 8t Telegraph Co _____________________________ _ 
Pleasant Grove Telephone Co ______________________________________ _ 

---------------- 8.93000 8,930 00 
190 ,080 00 1,881 00 191,961 00 

2.00200 ..... _--------- .. --- 2,00200 Public Light 8t Power Co ___________________________________________ _ 100,35200 101,62000 201,972 00 
Southern Cities Power Co __________________________________________ _ 15,816 00 -- .. ------------- 15,81600 Tennessee Water Co ________________________________________________ _ 

---------------- 55,10072 55,100 72 Western Union Telegraph Co _______________________________________ _ 25.701 28 ------------ .. --- 25,701 28 

Utilities TotaL ________________________________________________ _ 335,611 28 167.531 72 503,14300 

Grand Total. __________________________________________________ _ 
1.328,32375 192.671 03 1,520,99478 

Beaton County-American Ry. Express Co __________________________________________ _ 84744 68 00 91544 L. &: N. R. R.-Memphis Division __________________________________ _ 420,810 00 8,805 00 429,615 00 
N .• C. &: St. L. Ry_-Nashville Division ____________________________ _ 526,924 04 5,74649 532,670 53 Private Car Companies _____________________________________________ _ 29,760 55 ---------------- 29,760 55 

Railroad TotaL _________________________________________________ _ 978,342 03 14,619 49 992,961 52 

American Telephone &: Tel. Co _____________________________________ _ 9,033 92 -.. -------------- 9,033 92 Cumberland Telephone &: Tel. Co ___________________________________ _ 
Western Union Telegraph Co _______________________________________ _ 

47,460 00 25 00 47,485 00 
13,177 72 ---------------- 13,177 72 

Utilities Total. _________________________________________________ _ 
69,671 64 25 00 69,696 64 

Grand TotaL ________________ ' ___________________________________ _ 
1,048,01367 14,644 49 1,062,658 16 



TABLE VIII-Continued. 
Tabular Statement Showing the Assessed Value for Taxation by Counties of all Property'of 

Railroads and Public Utilities in Tennessee for the years 1923-1924. 

NAME OF COUNTIES, RAILROADS AND PUBLIC UTILITIES I Distributable I Localized 
Property Property 

Bledsoe County-
American Ry. Express Co __________________________________________ _ $ 496 98 $ 40 ~o $ 
N_ C. & St. L. Ry.-Sequatchie Valley Branch _____________________ _ 151,40345 4,71703 

Railroad TotaL _________________________________________________ _ 151,90043 4,757 03 

Gainesboro Telephone Co __________ ~ _______________________________ _ 4,669 50 611 00 
Pikeville Electric Co __________________________________ " ____________ _ ---------------- 3,000 00 
Pikeville Gravity Water Co ________________________________________ _ ---------------- 8,500 00 

...... Tenn. Electric Power Co ___________________________________________ _ 535,800 00 2,000 00 
~ 
'-' Utilities Total __________________________________________________ _ 540,469 50 14,111 00 

Grand Total _____________________________________ • ______________ _ 692,369 93 18,868 03 

Blount County-
American Ry. Express Co __________________________________________ _ 1,12563 51600 Little River Railroad Co ____________________________________________ . 77,000 00 900 00 Little River Lbr. R. R _____________________________________________ _ 30,00000 _______________ _ 
L. & N. Railroad-Knoxville Division ______________________________ _ 704,90000 26,925 00 
L. & N. Railroad-Maryville Division ______________________________ _ 45,72000 4,15000 
L. & N. Railroad-Mentor-Jena Division ______ " _____________________ _ 141,000 00 12,800 00 Southeastern Express Co ___________________________________________ _ 1,537 80 100 00 
Southern Railway-Knoxville-Augusta Division _____________________ _ 224,000 00 8,450 00 
Southern Railway-Tenn. & Carolina _______________________________ _ 
Southern Railway-Tenn. Lbr. CanaL ______________________________ _ 
Private Car Companies _____________________________________________ _ 

397,46000 5,05000 
285,880 00 1,650 00 
21,497 89 _______________ _ 

Railroad TotaL _____________ , ___________________________________ _ 1,930,121 32 60,541 001 

Total 
Property 

536 98 
156,120 48 

156,657 46 

5,280 50 
3,000 00 
8,500 00 

537,80000 

554,580 50 
711,237 96 

1,64163 
77,900 00 
30,000 00 

731,825 00 
49,870 00 

153,800 00 
1,6'l7 80 

232,450 00 
402,510 00 
287,530 00 
21,497 89 

1,990,662 32 



Cumberland Telephone Co •....•.....................••.....•.... __ ._ 
Knosville Power Co ••••.•. _ ••. _._ ....... _ ...... ______ .... __ . _ .. ___ .. 
Maryville Lighting Co ..•.. ____ . _._ ... _ .. _ ..• __ ._ ...... _ ........... . 
Peoples Telephone &: Tel. Co ...............•••.. _ ... _ .. __ ._._ .... __ . 
Tennessee Electric Power Co .. __ . __ •.. _ •. _. __ ••... _ .. _. _ .... _ .. __ .. . 
Western Cnion Telegraph Co_ ..•....•...... ~ .•.......... _ .... __ .... . 

Ctilities Total. .•..••...•.........•.................... _. _._ ..•.. 

Grllnd Total.. _ ..••..•..•......•••..........•.......•............ 

Bradley County-
Southeastern Espress Co ...•..••...•••.•...•................ _. _ ....• 
Southern Railway-Alabama Division ....•...................•...... 
Southern Railway-Main Line Division •.•.•.••.....•.•.............. 
Private Car Companies ..•..•• ' •••••••.•.•.. _ ....•.......... _ ..•.•.... 

Railroad TotaL ...............•.•.•.•.•..•....•...• _. _. _ .•. _ ..•.. 

Cumberland Telephone Co ..•.•• _ .........•.....•.•••..•.....•....• _. 
Hiwassee Light &: Power Co .. _ .. _ ...•.....•....•......... _ .........• 
Postal Telegraph Co ..•..•. _. _ ........ _ ... _ ..••. _ .•..... __ .•••...... 
Tenn. Electric Power Co ....... _ .......... _ ..... _ .•. _ .. _ ..... _. _. _ .• 
Western Union Telegraph Co .............•........•.....•... _ ....•.. 

Utilities TotaL .••.•••••••••....•..... _ .............. _. _. _. _____ . 
Grand Total.. __ . ___ ... __ ..•••.•. __ •.••....••..•........• _ ....•.. 

Carroll County-
American Ry. Express Co •.•.....•...... __ .. _ .........•.•.•. _._._ .•. 
L. &: N. Railroad-Memphis Division ...•............ _ ..... _ ..... _._. 
N. C. &: St. L.-Nashville Division .. _._ ....•..••.•.................. 
N. C. &: St. L.-Paducah·Memphis ••••...••• _ .•........•...••.. __ . _. 
Private Car Companies .•.• ___ .•. _._. _. _ ..••.....• _ ...•.•.•...•• ___ .• 

Railroad TotaL._ ••....................•....•••••••.••• __ .•••.••• 

53,78000 
356,150 00 

----------------41,580 00 
455,316 00 

9,030 40 

915,856 40 

2,8-15,977 72 

1,158 96 
225,000 00 

1,413,75000 
26,214 32 

1,666,123 28 

98,99000 

----------------2,98200 
1,234,924 00 

22,367 92 

1,359,263 92 

3,025,387 20 

2,2H 00 
647,40000 
883,986 74 
393,845 81 

63,524 22 

1,991,000771 

46300 54,243 00 
367,543 00 723,693 00 
130,500 00 130,500 00 

................... -- .......... 41,580 00 

......... - ........................ 455,316 00 

.. -- -- -_ ................... 9,030 40 

498,506 00 1.414,.'62 40 

559,OH 00 3,405,024 72 

375 00 1,533 96 
8,500 00 233,500 00 

47,375 00 1,461,12500 
------- ... -------- 26,214 32 

56,250 00 1,722,373 28 

11,73200 110,722 00 
6,500 00 6,500 00 

------- ..... ------- 2,98200 
188,900 00 1,423,82400 

---------------- 22,367 92 

207,132 00 1,566,395 92 

263,382 00 3,288,76920 

657 00 2,901 00 
10,010 00 657,41000 
40,446 62 924,433 36 
8,215 59 402,061 40 

---------------- 63,.524,22 

59,329 21 2,050,329 98 



TABLE VIII-Continued. 
Tabular Statement Showing the Assessed Value for Taxation by Counties of all Property of 

Railroads and Public Utilities in Tennessee for the years 1923-1924. 

NAME OF COUNTIES RAILROADS AND PUBLIC UTn ITIES I· Distributable I Localized , 'Property Property 

Carroll County-Cont'd. 

Total 
Property 

American Tel. & Tel. Co ____________________________________________ $ 26,34844 $ 86500 $ 27,21344 
Cumberland Tel. Co________________________________________________ 89,57000 1,86000 91,43000 
Western Union Tel. Co______________________________________________ 26,452 68 _______________ ._ 26,452 68 

I~-------I----------I---------
Utilities TotaL__________________________________________________ 142,371 12 2,72500 145,096 12 
Grand TotaL _________________________________________________ ---1---

2
-,-13-3-,3-7-1-8-9-1-----6-2-,-05-4--21-1---2-,-1-95-,-42-6--10 

Campbell County- . 
American Railway Express Co.______________________________________ 1,104 18 467 00 
L. & N. R. R.-Knoxville Division~__________________________________ 1,271,480 00 57,875 00 
Private Car Companies ______________________ ~_______________________ 66,145 20 _______________ _ 
Southeastern Express Co____________________________________________ 1,436 49 140 00 
Southern Ry.-Knoxville-Ohio Division______________________________ 1,597,89000 26,451 00 
Southern Ry.-Tenn.-Northern Division~ _____________ ~______________ 196,56000 3,85500 
Southern Ry.-Cumberland Division_________________________________ 45,750 00 _______________ _ 
Southern Ry.-New River Division__________________________________ 13,860 00 _______________ _ 
Tennessee R. R. _____ ---------------- __________ --------------------- 62,85000 _______________ _ 

Railroad TotaL_________________________________________________ 3,257,075 87 88,788 00 

Cumberland Telephone Co___________________________________________ 89,370 00 951 00 
Jellico Electric Light, Heat & Power Co_ __ _ __ _____ __ _____________ ___ ___ __ ___ _____ __ _ 23,000 00 
La Follette Water, Light & Telephone Co____________________________ ________________ 50,00000 
Peoples Telephone & Telegraph Co _________ ~________________________ 1,404 00 _______________ _ 
Western Union Telegraph Co________________________________________ 4,392 80 _______________ _ 

1,571 18 
1,329,35500 

66,14520 
1,576 49 

1,624,34100 
200,415 00 
45,75000 
13,86000 
62,85000 

3.345,863 87 
90,321 00 
23,00000 
50,000 00 

1 ,404 00 
4,392 80 

Utilities TotaL________________________________________________ 95,166 80 73,951 00 169,117 80 
1-----------1----------1-----------

Grand TotaL_________________________________________________ 3,352,24267 162,73900 3,514,98167 



C.nnon County-
Cumberland Telephone Co ... ___ . __ ..... ___ .... ______ . ____ ..•....... _ 98000 ---.-.-.-------- 980 00 
Tennessee Electric Power Coo. __ .. _ ............ __ ...... _ ... ____ .. __ . 374 ,604 00 500 00 375,104 00 

Tot.L. ______ . ________ . _________ ................ __ ....... _. ____ _ 375 584 00 500 00 376.08400 

Carter County-
American R.ilway Express Co._. _ ..... _ .. _ .................. _ ..... __ 7359 ------------ .. - .. - 73 59 
Carolin •• Clinchfield It Ohio R. R .... _ ................. _ . __ ........ _ 202.93000 ................................ 202.93000 
C.rolin •• Clinchfield It Ohio Short Line Ry._._ ......... _ ...... ___ .. . 43600 200 00 63600 
East Tenn. It W. N_ C .... _____ .................. __ .. _ .... _ ........ .. 725 000 00 6,725 00 731,725 00 
Laurel Fork R. R .. _____ .. __ ......................... __ ..... __ .. _ .. 85,500 00 -.. ----- ...... ------ 85,500 00 
Priv.te Car Comp.nies .... __________ ... ____ .. _____ .. __ . ____________ _ 3,62766 ---------------- 3,627 66 
Southeastern Express Co ____________ .. ___ .... _. _. __ ...... ___ . ____ . __ 83061 7200 90261 
Southern Ry.-Appalachia Division ....... ________ .... _____________ __ 705,280 00 20,38000 725,66000 
Southern Ry.-Rword Division ____ .. _ .. _. _. _. ___ .. _______________ __ 150,92000 ........ -_ .................... 150,920 00 
Southern Ry.-Main Line ____ . ___ .. _______ . _ ... ___ .. __ . __ . _ .. _. _. __ _ 195,625 00 2,55000 198,17500 

.... 
~ R.ilro.d TotaL .. _________________ .. _________ .. ____________ . __ __ 2,070,22286 29,927 00 2,100,14986 

Cumberland Telephone Co .... ________ . ___ . ___ .. ____ . _______ . _. ____ __ 70000 -_ ............................ 700 00 
Holston Telephone Co .. __ . _. _. _______________ ... ___________ . _. _ .... _ 9,580 00 -.-.------ .. -- .. -- 9,58000 
Inter Mountain Telephone Co __ ... ___ . ___________ ... ___ . _. _" _ .... __ _ 
L. L. McQueen Telephone Co __________ . _____ . _. __ . __ . _. ___ . ___ . _ ... _ 

14,181 80 ---.----- .. ------ 14,181 80 
975 00 ------- .. - .. --.- .. - 975 00 

Mountain Spring Water Co ____________ -' ___________ .. __ .. ____ . _ .... __ 
Tennessee Eastern Electric Co.-Dead Lines _ .. __ . _. ___ . _ . _ ... _ .... __ 

---------------- 40,50000 40,50000 
6,62000 2,00000 8,62000 

Unicoi Telephone Co __________________________ . ___ .. __ . ____________ _ 40000 ...... _ .. -- _ ........ -_ .. - 400 00 Watauga Power Co _________________________ . _____ . ___ .. ____ . _. _ ... . 74 ,327 00 235 824 00 310,151 00 
Western Union Telegraph Co ______ .. ______ . ____ .... _____ .. ___ ...... _ 9.381 28 ---------------- 9,381 28 

Utilities TotaL _________________________ . _. _______ . ____________ _ 116,165 08 278,32400 394,489 011 
Grand TotaL __________________________________________________ _ 

2,186,38794 308,251 00 2,494,63894 



TABLE ,VIII-Continued. 
Tabular Statement Showing the Assessed Value for Taxation by Counties of all Property of 

Railroads and PubUc Utilities in Tennessee for the years 1923-1924. 

NAME OF COUNTIES RAILROADS AND PUBLIC UTILITIES I Distributable I Localized , Property Property 

Cheatham County-- I 
American Railway Express Co _______________________________________ $ 28050$ 5 00$ 
Chicago St. L. & N. O. (1. C. prop. formerly T. C. R. R.)__ __________ ________________ 160 00 
N. C. & St. L.-Nashville Division__________________________________ 298,672 87 3,02807 
Private Car Companies______________________________________________ 24,79308 _______________ _ 
Southeastern Express Co ___ "________________________________________ 64977 21 00 
Tennessee Central-Western Division________________________________ 108,29500 3,99000 

Total 
Property 

285 50 
160 00 

301,700 94 
24;793 08 

670 77 
112,285 00 

Railroad TotaL________________________________________________ 432691 22 7,20407 439,89529 

American Telephone Co_____________________________________________ 5,132 64 ________________ 5,132 64 
Christian-Todd Telephone Co________________________________________ 95000 ________________ 950 00 
Cumberland Telephone Co___________________________________________ 39,26000 41700 39,677 00 
Western Union Telegraph Co________________________________________ 11,38728 ________________ 11,38728 

1-----------1----------1-----------
Utilities TotaL_c_______________________________________________ 56,72992 41700' 57,14692 

1-----------1----------1-----------{}rand Total____________________________________________________ 489,421 14 7,62107 497,04221 

Cocke County-
Private Car Companies______________________________________________ 35,462 34 ________________ 35,462 34 
Southeastern Express Co____________________________________________ 1,00980 10000 1,10980 
Southern Ry.-North Carolina Division____ _________ ____ __ __ ____ _ __ __ 1,866,600 00 9,605 00 1,876,205 00 
Tennessee & North Carolina_________________________________________ 87,400 00 970 00 88,370 00 

I------------I~-----------I------------
Railroad TotaL________________________________________________ 1,990,472 14 10,675 00 2,001,147 14 

American Telephone & Telegraph Co_________________________________ 12,981 08 ________________ 12,981 08 
Cumberland Telephone Co___________________________________________ 10,28000 2900 10,30900 



Newport Mill Co ..•................................................. 
Newport Telephone Co ..•......•...•................................ 
Pigeon River Power Co •............................................ 
Postal Telegraph Co .•.......................•....................•• 
Western Union Telegraph Co ....................................... . 

Utilities TotaL •..•............................................. 

Grand Total .•••................................................ 

Coffee County-
American Railway Express Co ....•.................................• 
N. C.lt St. L.-Chattanooga Division .............................. . 
N. C. &: St. L.-McMinnville Division •.............................. 
Private Car Companies .......•••••.................................. 

Railroad Total •••............•...................•.............. 

Beech Grove Telephone Co ............•............................. 
Cumberland Telephone Co ........................•.................• 
Hillsboro Telephone Co ..•.....•.......... : ........................ . 
Puhlic Light &: Power Co .....•.....•................................ 
Tennessee Electric Power Co .....•.................................. 
Viola Telephone Co •....•...••..••.................................. 
Western trnion Telegraph Co .•.......•.....•........................ 

Utilities Total. ....•.....••..•.....•....••...................... 

Grand TotaL ........•.......•.....•...•.•.....................• 

Chester Count,.v-
American Railway EXl'ress Co .••••..•••...••..••....••.•.......••..• 
Gulf Mobile &: Northe:rn •.....•.•.....•..•....••..................... 
Mobile &: Ohio ...........•.•.•••....••......•.....••...•.•.......... 
Private Car Companies .••.•...•••.•...................•••.......... 
Southeastern Express Co._ ' •• " •... _ .•.............................. 

Railroad TotaL .•.••... "' .. ".' ._ ••.•.................•...•...• 

................ 1 27,000 00 
4.77.5 00 ................ 

---.- ..... -.---. 6,00000 
4,3~0 00 2000 

10,470 6~ ------_._-------
31,346 72 44 ,54900 

2,021,81886 55,22400 

959 97 662 00 
337,59942 37.80460 
274,215 17 \I ,179 32 

7,37060 ------------.---
620,145 16 49,645 92 

2,30000 820 00 
64,30000 586 00 

3000 800 00 
37,632 00 9,00000 

-----------.---- 50000 
44000 ------------.---

6,589 88 ----------------
111,291 88 \I ,706 00 

731,437 04 61,351 92 

19470 ----------------
102,68000 6,695 00 
333,90000 5,275 00 

11 ,055 91 ----------------
314 82 25 00 

448,145 43 11,995 00 

27,000 00 
4,775 00 
6,000 00 
4,36000 

10,47064 

75,895 72 

2,077 ,042 86 

1,621 97 
375,40402 
285,394 49 

7,370 60 

669,791 08 

3.12000 
64,886 00 

830 00 
46,632 00 

500 00 
44000 

6,589 88 

122,99788 

792,78896 

194 70 
109,375 00 
339,17500 

11 ,055 91 
339 82 

460,14043 



TABLE VIII-Continued. 
Tabular Statement Showing the Assessed Value for Taxation by Counties of all Property of 

Railroads and Public Utilities in Tennessee for the years 1923-1924. 

NAME OF COUNTIES RAILROADS AND PUBLIC UTILITIES I Distributable I Localized , Property Property 

C~=!~~rCp~~trfe?::~~~~e~~________ ___ __ _____ _____ ___ ____ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _____ $ 1 ,980 ooL----- _________ $ 
Cumberland Telephone Co___ _______________________________________ 3,640 00 _______________ ~ 
Sun Telephone Co___________________________________________________ 13.040 00 _______________ _ 
Western Union Telegraph Co________________________________________ 1.946 16 _______________ _ 

Total 
Property 

o Claiborne County-
'-' American Railway Express Co_______________________________________ 139 26 35 00 174 26 

L. & N. R. R.-Cumberland Valley Division_________________________ 253,60700 2,95000 256,55700 
L. & N. R. R.-Middlesboro R. R __ .________________________________ 63,71000 ________________ 63,71000 
Private Car Companies _______________________________ "______________ 4,89056 ________________ 4,89056 
Southeastern Express Co____________________________________________ 80058 27000 1,07058 
Southern Ry.-Cumberland Division___ ___ _ _ __ _ _ _ ___ ___ __ _ __ __ __ _ _ _ __ 91,050 00 5,675 00 96,725 00 
Southern Ry.-Middlesboro Division_________________________________ 339,64000 9,090 00 348,730 00 

1------------1------------1------------
Railroad TotaL________________________________________________ 753,837 40 18,020 00 771,857 40 

Cumberland Telephone Co___________________________________________ 34,83000 205 00 35,035 00 
Dixie Power & Light Co_____________________________________________ ________________ 6,50000 6,50000 
Kentucky Utilities Co_______________________________________________ 62,007 00 8,993 00 71,000 00 
Western Union Telegraph Co________________________________________ 8,57004 ________________ 8,57004 

~:~~~~~::~~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~: ~: ~ ~ ~~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~: ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~: ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 'I-----~~C"!-':-~~-:--~-:II-----~-!..:.:~-~-:-~C"~-I-----~-!-~-:~-~-~-~-: 



Clay County-
Gainesboro Telephone Co .•...•.•••..•.••...••.••.•...•..•.••....... 

Total .....•.....•..•.....•..••....••..•...•.........•.•..•..•••. 

Crockett County-
American Ry. Express Co ..•..•••.••......••........................ 
Birmingham a: North Western .....•......•..•.•...•................. 
L. a: N. R. R.-Memphis Division ••...••....•..........•....•.....•. 
Mobile lit Ohio ...•.............•...•..•............................. 
Private Car Companies ...........•..•.•.•.•.•........•.............• 
Southeastern Expres.~ Co ..•......••.....•......•...................• 

Railroad Total •..•.........••................•..................• 

American Telephone Co ..•...•.•..•.•.....••..................••...• 
Bells Water lit Light Co .•.•••.•.•..•..•....•..............•........• 
Cumberland Telephone Co ..•...........••.•.....•..•...•............ 
Friendship Light lit Power Co .•.•••••......................•........ 
\\'estern Union Tel. Co ............................................. . 

Utilities TotaL ................................................. . 
Grand Total. ................................................... . 

Cumberland Countv-
Cumberland Northern .............................................. . 
Private Car Companies ............................................. . 
Southeastern Express Co ........................................... . 
Tenn. Central-Eastern Division ................................... . 
Tenn. Central-Eastern (Isoline) Division .......................... . 

Railroad Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••.•••.•..•..•••....••.• 

Gainesboro Telephone Co •.••......•..............•................. 
Western Union Tel. Co ............................................. . 

Utilities TotaL ••.•••.......•.•..•...........•...........•.••.... 
Grand TotaL ................................................... . 

900 00 ................ 1 

900 00 ---------_ .. -.. ---

1,190 31 61500 
186,282 72 10,71000 
460,98000 6,'280 00 

6,300 00 ----------------13,906 80 -------- .. -------
5 94 .............. -_ .............. 

668,665 77 17 ,60S 00 

8,74680 ----------------
--------- .. ------ 5,50000 

35,600 00 -----.----------
---------------- 50000 

10,093 24 ----------------
54,440 04 6,000 00 

723,11)5 81 23,605 00 

15,000 00 ----------------
47,341 19 ................ 

1,352 01 59 00 
408,500 00 12,905 00 

19,700 00 ----_ .. ----------
491,893 20 12,96400 

8,541 00 71000 
12,890 76 ----------------
21,431 76 710 00 

513,324 96 13,674 00 

90000 

900 00 

1,805 31 
196,992 72 
467,260 00 

6,30000 
13,90680 

5 94 

686,270 77 

8,746 SO 
5,500 00 

35,600 00 
500 00 

10,093 24 

60,440 04 

746,710 81 

15,000 00 
47,341 19 

1,411 01 
421,405 00 
19,70000 

504,857 20 

9,251 00 
12,890 76 

22,141 76 

526,998 96 



TABLE VIII-Continued. 
Tabular Statement Showing the Assessed Value for Taxation by Counties of all Property of 

Railroads and Public Utilities in Tennessee for the yea.rs 1923-1924 . 

. 
NAME OF COUNTIES, R. AILROADS AND PUBLIC UTILITIES I Distributable I' Localized Property Property 

Total 
Property 

Davidson County-
American Ry. & Express Co_________________________________________" 2,561 79" 14,73500" 17,29679 
J .. & N. R. R.-Main Line Division ____ ~_____________________________ 1,052,52000 386,65500 1,439,17500 
L. & N. R. R.-Henderson Division ___________________ .. ______________ 803,44000 4,42000 807,86000 
L. & N. R. R.-Nashville-Decatur Division__________________________ 488,95000 48,74000 537,69000 
L. & N. R.R.-Lewisburg Division__________________________________ 434,16000 418,00000 852,16000 
N. C. & St. L. R. R.-Chattanooga Division______________ __________ 795,69424 229,521 92 1,025,216 16 
N. C. & St. L. R. R.-Joint TerminalS Division____________ __________ ________________ 247,654 13 247,654 13. 
N. C. & St. L. R. R.-Lebanon Division___________________ __________ 123,95781 7,64054 131,59835 
N. C. & St. L. R. R.-Nashville __________________________ . __________ 680,153 14 631,26973 1,311,42287 
N. C. & St. J •. R. R.-West Nashville_____________________ __________ 66,03842 3,15273 69,191 15 
Private Car Companies______________________________________________ 113,672 98 ________________ 113,672 98 
Southeastern Express Co ____________________ .. _______________________ 1,13487 10,00000 11,13487 
Tenn. Central-Eastern Division _____________________ ,______________ 118,20000 29,30000 121,13000 
Tenn. Central-Western Division____________________________________ 111,98000 9,10000 121,08000 
Nashville Terminal Co______________________________________________ 221,20000 90,88000 312,08000 

1-----------1----------1-----------
Railroad TotaL__________________________________________________ 5,013,66325 2,104,69905 7,118,36230 

American Tel. & Tel. Co____________________________________________ 37,07992 8,37000 45,44992 
Cumberland Tel. & Tel. Co__________________________________________ 2,123,02000 513,70000 2,636,72000 
Davidson Light & POwer Co_________________________________________ ________________ 10,79400 10,79400 
Nashville Interurban Ry____________________________________________ 152,56120 10,10000 162,661 20 
NashvilleRy. & Light Co___________________________________________ 8,800,477 56 4,617,14144 13,417,61900 
Nashville Traction Co __________________________________ c___________ 40000 ________________ 40000 
Nashville Gas & Heating Co"________________________________________ ________________ 2,046,00000 2,046,00000 
Postal Tel. Co______________________________________________________ 13,085 10 600 00 13,685 10 
Tenn. District Telegraph Co ________________ ~________________________ 40,705 00 ________________ 40,70500 
Tenn. Electric Power Co____________________________________________ 302,78400 ________________ 302,78400 



-c... 

Union Traction Co •...••••••.•.•.....••••••••••••.........••........ 
Western Union Tel. Co •.......•..•••....••••..•................•.... 

Utilities Total .....•...••........•........•..........•...•....•.. 

Grand TotaL ...........•..•••....•.......................••..•.. 

DeKalb County-
Cumberland Telephone Co .••••••••••••••••••••••••.•.•.••••••••••••• 
Gainesboro Telephone Co •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••• 
South Kentucky Power Co •••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total Property ••••••••••••.•••••••••.••••••.•.••••••.••.•.•.••• 

Decatur County-
American Railway Express Co ••••...••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••.• 
N. C. & St. L. R. R.-Perryville Division ••••••••••••••.•••••.•.•.••• 

Total Property ••••••••••••••••••.••.••••••••••••••.•.••••••••••• 

'-" Dickson Counly-
American Railway Express Co ••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••.••••.•.••• 
L. & N. R. R.-ClarksvilJe·Mineral Division ••••••.•••••••••••.•••••• 
N. C. & St. L. Ry.-Centreville Division •••••••••••••••••••••••••.. __ 
N. C. & St. L. Ry.-Nashville Division •••••.•••.••••••••••••••....•• 
Private Car Companies ••.••••••••••..•.•.•.•••...•.•.•.•••.•.•.••••• 

Railroad Total ••• _ ••••••••••• _ •••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••. 

.4merican Telephone & Telegraph Co •• _ •••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••• 
Cbristian·Todd Telephone Co •••••••••••••••••••••••••.. ~ •••••••••••. 
Citizens Telephone Co ••••••••••••••••..••••••••••.•.•••••.•••••.•..• 
Cumberland Telephone Co .•••••.•••••••.•••.•••.••••..••••••••.•••.• 
Western Union Telegraph Co •.•.........•..•.................•.•••.• 

Utilities TotaL ••••••.••...•••.•..•..•.....•..••.•.•.••.••.••.•• 

Grand Tota!. •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••..•••••••••••.••••.••• 

117,628 00 
92,250 16 

11,679,990 94 

16,693,654 19 

42000 
2,350 00 
1,.164 00 

4,13400 

362.01 
97,050 93 

97,412 94 

1,635 81 
216,360 00 

66,971 33 
846,475 70 
27,720 89 

1,159,16373 

14,089 60 
15000 

4,642 00 
101,99000 

13,674 12 

134,545 72 

1,293,70945 

40 001 117,66800 
5,000 00 97,250 16 

7,211,745 44 18,891,73638 

9,316,444 49 26,010,098 68 

....... --- .... _-_ .... -- 420 00 
--- ... ---------_.- 2,350 00 

2,18300 3,547 00 

2,18300 6,31700 

60 00 422 01 
2,19967 99,250 60 

2,259 67 99,672 61 

48700 2,122 81 
8,49000 224,850 00 
2,18359 69,154 92 

31,76455 878,240 25 
--------------- .. 27,72089 

42,925 14 1,202,08887 

---------------- 14,089 60 
---------------- 15000 
---------------- 4,642 00 

2,309 00 104,299 00 
---------------- 13,674 12 

2,309 001 136,854 72 

45,234 14 1,338,94359 



TABLE VIII-Continued. 
Tabular Statement Showing the Assessed Value for Talation by Counties of all Property of 

Railroads and Public Utilities in Tennessee for the years 1923-1924. 

NAME OF COUNTIES RAILROADS AND PUBLIC UTILITIES I Distributable I Localized 
, Property Property 

Total 
Property 

Dyer County-
American Railway Express Co _______________________________________ $ 1,74867 $ 682 00 $ 2,430 67 
Birmingham & Northwestern R. R. Co_______________________________ 92,139 84 5,229 00 97,368 84 
Chicago Memphis & Gulf Ry.________________________________________ 144,000 00 5,085 00 149,085 00 
Chicago St. L. & N. D.-Louisville Division__________________________ 2,358,373 92 64,495 00 2,422,868 92 
Chicago St. L. & N. D.-Tiger TaiL_________________________________ 172,95732 5,37000 178,32732 
Private Car Companies ______ - ______ • ____________ .------------------_ 27,257 33 ________________ 27,257 33 

1-----------1----------1-----------Railroad TotaL ___________________________________________ ,,____ 2,796,477 08 80,861 00 2,877 ,338 OS 

Cumberland Telephone Co___________________________________________ 132,600 00 4,755 00 137,355 00 
Postal Telegraph Co_________________________________________________ 26,51250 4000 26,55250 

1-----------1----------1-----------Utilities Total ________________________________________________ .__ 159,112 50 4,795 00 163,907 50 

1-----------1----------1-----------
Grand Total____________________________________________________ 2,955,58958 85,65600 3,041,245 58 

Fayette County-
American Railway Express Co_______________________________________ 1,327 92 90 00 1,417 92 
Chicago St. L. & N. D.-Main Line ________ ~_________________________ 202,911 03 _______________ _ 202,911 03 
L. & N. R. R.-Memphis Division___________________________________ 333,84000 4,275 00 338,115 00 
N. C. & St. L.-Paducah Memphis Division__________________________ 416,164 23 17,979 41 434,143 64 
Private Car Companies ___ ~_________________________________________ 75,578 85 ________________ 75,578 85 
Southeastern Express Co____________________________________________ 1,30020 3800 1,33820 
Southern Ry.-Memphis Division____________________________________ 840,32000 21,200 00 861,520 00 
Southern Ry.-Somerville Branch___________________________________ 183,96000 6,465 00 190,425 00 

I-----------I----------I-~--------
Railroad Total__________________________________________________ 2,055,402 2.1 50,047 41 2,105,449 64 



American Telephone lit Telegraph Co ________________________________ _ 22,581 84 ___ • ____________ 22 ,581 84 
Cumberland Telephone Co __________________________________________ _ 
Western Union Telegraph Co ___________ • _______________ • __ • ____ • ___ _ 

73,270 00 387 00 73,657 00 
38,85248 ............. -... -_ .... -- 38,852 48 

Utilities TotaL ••• _. __ • ______ ••• ______ •••••••••••••• ___ • __ • __ • __ 134,704 32 38700 135,091 32 

Grand Total ••••• ___________ •• __ •••••• _____ • __ •• __ •• _ ••• _ ••••• _. 2,190,10655 50,434 41 2,240,54096 

Fentress County-
American Railway Express Co __ • __ ._. __ • ___ • __ • ____ • ___ • _._. _______ _ -_ ..... -.. ---------- 2000 2000 
Oneida lit Western Ry __ e. ___ .. _________ ._. _____ ._. _. ___ . ____ • ______ _ 113,050 00 5,150 00 118,200 00 
Southeastern Express Co ________ • __ •• _ ••• _. __ ._ •• _ •• ______ • ________ _ 
Tennessee Central-Crawford Division ______________________________ _ 

58 74 28 00 86 74 
9,790 00 2,220 00 12,010 00 

Railroad Total._ ••• ___________ •••••• _____________ • __ • _______ • __ _ 122,898 74 7,418 00 130,316 74 

Central Telephone Co _____________________________________________ ._ 
1,10000 -------_ .. _------ 1,100 00 Gainesboro Telephone Co __ • ________________________________________ _ 1,71550 ----- ...... -- .. ----- 1,715 50 

~ Western Union Telegraph Co ________________________ • ______________ • 284 24 ----- ...... -------- 284 24 --Utilities Total •• __ ._ •• ___ • ___ ._._._._. ______________________________ _ 3,099 74 -_ .... --- .. -_ .. _---- 3,09974 

Grand TotaL ___________________________________________ • ______ _ 125,99848 7,41800 133,41648 

Franklin County-
American Railway Express Co ______________________________________ _ 2,072 07 942 00 3,01407 
N. C. &: St. L. Ry.-Chattanooga Division __________________________ _ 1,685,34302 76,666 82 1,762,00984 
N. C. &: St. L. Ry.-Columbia Division _____________________________ _ 248,743 85 15,285 11 264,028 96 
N. C. &: St. L. Ry.-Tracy City Division ___________________________ _ 118,026 33 5,316 21 123,342 54 
Private Car Companies _____________________________________________ _ 36,760 31 ---------------- 36,760 31 

Railroad TotaL ________________________________________________ _ 2,090,94558 98,210 14 2,189,155 72 

Cowan Telephone Co ____________________ • __________________________ _ 1,98000 -_ ...... -_ ... ----- ...... 1 ,980 00 Cumberland Telephone Co ________ " ______________________________ : __ _ 102,90000 1,42200 104,322 00 Huntland Telephone Co ____________________________________________ _ 2,205 00 ---------------- 2,205 00 



TABLE VIII-Continued. 
Tabular Statement Showing the Assessed Value for Taxation by Counties of all Property of 

Railroads and Public Utilities in Tennessee for the years 1923-1924. 

NAME OF COUNTIES RAILROADS AND PUBLIC UTILITIES I Distributable I Localized , Property Property 

Franklin County-Cont'd. Pu1ilic Light & Power Co ___________________________________________ _ $ 116,032 00 $ 98,500 00 $ Tennessee Water Co ________________________________________________ _ ________________ 3,79648 
Western Union Telegraph Co _______________________________________ _ 36,507 84 _______________ _ 

Total 
Property 

214,532 00 
3,79648 

36,507 84 
1------------1------------1------------Utilities TotaL ________________________________________________ _ 

Grand Total. __________________ ' ________________________________ _ 

.... Gibson County-
0\ Ainerican Railway Express Co ______________________________________ _ 
'-" Chicago St. L .. & N. O.-Old Main Line __ ... __________________________ _ 

L. & N. R. R ______________________________________________________ _ 
Mobile & Ohio _____________________________________________________ _ 
Private Car Companies __ . __________________________ . ________________ _ 
Southeastern Express Co ________________________ ~ ___________________ . 

259,624 84 

2,350,570 42 

103,718 48 

201,92862 

1,35135 1,16000 
1,298,95875 16,82000 

670,800 00 26,475 00 
1,049,65000 23,65500 82,177 56 _______________ _ 

98967 1,12300 

363,343 32 

2,552,499 04 

2,511 35 
1,315,77875 

697,27500 
1,073,30500 

82,177 56 
2,112 67 

1-----------1----------1-----------Railroad -TotaL ________________________________________________ _ 

American Telephone & Telegraph Co ________________________________ _ 
Cumberland Telephone Co. __________________ " ______________________ _ 
Gibson County Telephone Co _______________________________________ _ 
Gibson Light & Power Co __________________________________________ _ 
Western Union Telegraph Co _______________________________________ _ 

Utilities TotaL ________________________________________________ _ 

Grand Total __ " ___________________ " ____________________________ _ 

3,103,927 33 69,233 00 3,173,16033 

12,787 20 _______________ _ 12,78720 
129,150 00 2,206 00 131,356 00 7,700 00 _______________ _ 7,70000 ________________ 2,50000 2,50000 36,270 52 _______________ _ 36,270 52 

1-----------1----------1-----------
185,90772 

3,289,835 05 

4,70600 

73,93900 

190,613 i2 

3,363,77405 



Greene County-
Private Car COmpanirlL •••.•••••••••.•••.....••.................... 
Southeastern Express Co ••••••••••••••. ' .•••••.•....•••.......•.•.•• 
Southern Ry.-Maia Line Divisioa ....•••.•••.......•....•........... 

Railroad Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••..•••.......•••••••..•• 

Cumberland Telephone Co ...•••••••.•••• _ ••.••••••• _ .... _ ..••..•..•. 
Greeneville ladependent Telephone Co ••••••••••.•........•.• _ •• _ ..•• 
Inter·Mountaia Telephone Co .•••••••••••••••••••.••.•.••••••.•••. _ •• 
Tenaesee Eastern Electric CO •••••••••••••••••.••••••. _ ..•.•••.•• _ •• 
Western Uaioa Telegraph Co •••••••••••• _ ••••••••••• _ ..••••••. _ .•••• 

Utilities Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• _ •. _._ •.•. _".' _. 

Grand Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• __ •.. _ •...•.• _ •• _ •.•. __ •• 

~ Grundy County-
" American Railway Express Co .••••••••••••••• _ ••• __ .•• _._ •• __ . __ .•. _ 
"-" N. C. It St. L. Ry.-Tracy City DivisioD ...... "' ________________________ _ 

Railroad Total ••..•• __ . '.".'.' •• '.' _ ••••. _. _ ..... _ •••. _.'. __ •.. 

Collins River Telephone Co •••••••• '_ •••• _ ••. " .• '. _. _ ..• _ •.. _. _. __ _ 
Cumberland Telephone Co •...•• _ ••••• , _. _" .• ' ___ ••. _._ ..•.••. __ ... . 
Dixie Telephone Co. _ •• __ .•.•••• _ •• _'._' .••••••.•. __ ..•. _._ ••. _ ... __ 
Hillsboro Telephone Co. _ •• _ •.• , "." _. _. __ •. __ •.•. _ •.•... _ •. _ .. _ •.• 
Public Light & Power Co ...••••••••..•.•• '.' _ •.•.•. _ .•.•.••.•.•..... 
Viola Telephone Co ••••.• ____ ••••.•••. _ •. _ ••••.• _ ••. _._ ..•... _._ ...• 

Utilities Total ••.•••••••••.•• _ ••.• ___ •• _. _. _. _ ..• ___ •..•. _. _ .... 

Grand Total ••.••. _ •••••••••••••• _. __ ._ •. _ ......... _ .. _ .... _. _._ 
Giles County-

American Ry. Express Co ••••••.••.• _. _ .•• _ •••••• _ ••. _ ••• _. _. _ .•. _ •. 
L. & N. R. R.-Nashville-Decatur Division •• _ ...••. __ •..•.•... __ .. ~~ 

35,46234 
1,00980 

1,912,500 00 

1,948,972 14 

32,760 00 
14,310 00 
2,116 00 

309,19200 
25,249 08 

383,627 08 

2 ,332 ,599 22 

768 24 
305,219 70 

305,987 94 

400 00 
8,96000 
4,05000 
1,410 00 

21,952 00 
22000 

36,992 00 

342,97994 

1,737 12 
1',780,35000 

---------------- 35,462 34 
460 00 1,46980 

11,430 00 1,923,930 00 

11 ,890 00 1,960,862 14 

18100 32,941 00 

_ ... -------------- 14,310 00 
---- ..... _--------- 2,116 00 

320,200 00 629,392 00 

---------------- 15,249 08 

320,381 00 704,008 08 

332,271 00 2 ,664 ,870 22 

17000 93824 
IS ,059 91 320,279 61 

15,229 91 321,217 85 

---------------- 400 00 
--- -_ .................. -- --- 8,96000 

90000 4,950 00 

---------------- 1,410 00 
10,000 00 31,952 00 

------ .... -------- 22000 

10,90000 47,892 00 

26,129 91 369,10985 

66000 2,397 12 
37,700 00 1,818,050 00 



TABLE VIII-Continued. 

Tabular Statement Showing the Assessed Value for Taxa.tion by Counties of all Property of 
Railroads and Public Utilities in Tennessee for the years 1923-1924. 

NAME ~F COUNTIES RAILROADS AN~ PUBLIC UTILITIES I Distributable I' Localized 
'- Property Property 

Giles County-Cont'd. 
L. & N. R. R.-Lewisburg Division __________________________________ $ 820 ,935 00 $ 27 ,450 00 $ 
Private Car Companies _____________________________________________ _ 61,00450 _______________ _ 

Railroad Total. ________________________________________________ _ 2,664,02662 65,81000 

American Tel. & Tel. Co- ____________ 
T 

_____________________________ _ 

Cumberland Tel. Co _______________________________________________ _ 
35,69908 23500 

188,36000 2,81600 
Lynnville Light & Power Co ________________________________________ _ 
Postal Tel. Co ____________________ ,_. _____ • _______ • __________________ _ 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1 ,000 00 
17,37960 10000 Southern Cities Power Co __________________________________________ _ 18,452 00 _______________ _ 

Western Union Tel. Co _____________________________________________ _ 26,688 64 _______________ _ 

286,57932 4,151 00 

2,950,605 94 69,961 00 

1,561 23 58 00 
4.48,000 00 2,86000 
214,340 00 3,60000 

663,901 23 6,518 00 

Grand Total ____________________________________________ ." ______ _ 671,85591 6,518 00 

Total 
Property 

848,385 00 
61,004 50 

2,729,83662 
iii 

35,93408 
191,176 00 

1 ,000 00 
17,47960 
18,452 00 
26,688 64 

290,730 32 

3,020,56694 

1,61923 
450,86000 
217,94000 



Hamilton County-
American Ry. Express Co ___________________ . ______________________ _ 1,05006 167 ,~35 00 168,38506 Central of Ga ______________________________________________________ _ 

108,000 00 130,20000 238,200 00 
C. N. o. a: T. P----------------------------------------------------- 2,334,565 20 427,.105 00 2,761,870 20 
Chattanooga Station _______________________________________________ _ 155,220 00 456,000 00 611 ,220 00 
N. C. a: St. L.-Chattanooga Division _____________________________ _ 501 ,090 96 608,017 54 1,109,10850 
N. C. a: St. L.-Western a: Atlanta Division ________________________ _ 772 ,150 01 1,112,736 55 1,884,88656 
N. C. a: St. L.-River Spur _______________________________________ _ 10,20655 ---------------- 10,206 55 Private Car Companies _____________________________________________ _ 98,407 69 ---------------- 98,407 69 Soutbeastern Express Co ___________________________________________ _ 1,892 55 59,68000 61,572 55 
Soutl1ern Ry.-Main Line Division __________________________________ _ 1,173,75000 319,10600 1,492,85600 Alabama Great Soutbern ___________________________________________ _ 333,00000 146,040 00 479,040 00 Belt Railway of Chattanooga _______________________________________ _ 661,134 00 12,93000 674,064 00 Southrn-Doltewah Cut-Off _______________________________________ _ 152,28000 1 ,275 00 153,555 00 Cl1attanooga Terminal Co __________________________________________ _ 30,00000 -- .. ----------- .. - 30,000 00 
Solltl1ern-Memphis-Chattanooga Division ______________ • ___________ _ 90,56000 2,000 00 92,560 00 Memphis-Ctattanooga Ry __________________________________________ _ 15,30300 ....... ------------- 15,30300 Tenn., Ala. a: Ga. Ry ______________________________________________ _ 6,00000 3,95000 9,95000 

Railroad TotaL ________________________________________________ _ 6,444,610 02 3,446,575 09 9,891 ,185 II 
American Tel. Co __________________________________________________ _ 39,695 08 580 00 40,27508 
Chattanooga Traction Co_" ________________________________________ _ 208,242 00 26,254 00 234,496 00 
Cl1attanooga Gas Co _______________________________________________ _ ---------------- 1,100,00000 1,100,00000 
City Water Co _____________________________________________________ _ ---------------- 2,546,00000 2,546,000 00 
Cumberland Tel. Co _______________________________________________ _ 1,276,160 00 136,00000 1,412,160 00 
James County Tel. Co ______________________________________________ _ 50000 ---------------- 50000 
Lookout Incline Ry ________________________________________________ _ 179,83960 19,200 00 199,039 60 
Lookout Mountain Ry. Co __________________________________________ _ 129,000 00 7,10000 136,100 00 
Ooltewah Utilities Co ______________________________________________ _ ---------------- 1,000 00 1,000 00 
Postal Telegraph Co _______________________________________________ _ 
Tenn. District Tel. Co _____________________________________________ _ 

3,486 70 75000 4,236 70 
20,273 00 .. -_ ........................... 20,273 00 

Tenn. Electric Power Co __________________________________________ __ 625,07600 6,607 ,426 00 7,232,502 00 
Western Union Tel. Co _____________________________________________ _ 112,463 16 55,639 00 168,102 16 

Utilities Total. ________________________________________________ _ 2,594,735 54 10,499,94900 13,094,68454 

Grand Total. __________________________________________________ _ 
9,039,345 56 13,946,52409 22,985,86965 



TABLE VIII-Continued. 
Tabular Statement Showing the Assessed Value for Taxation by Counties of all Property of 

. Ra.ilroads and Public Utilities in Tennessee· for the yea.rs 1923-1924. 

NAME OF COUNTIES, RAILROADS AND PUBLIC UTILITIES I Distributable I Localized 
Property Property 

Hardin County-

Total 
Property 

Cumberland Telephone Co ______________________________________ "____ $ 2,940 00 ________________ $ 2,940 00 
Sun Telephone Co___________________________________________________ 14,800 00 ___ ~____________ 14,800 00 

I-----------I----------~----------
Total___________________________________________________________ 17,74000________________ 17,74000 

Hardeman County-
American Railway .Express Co __ c____________________________________ 2,34003 $ 395 00 2,73503 
Chicago St. L. & N. O.-Old Main Division _____________________ "____ 1,851,358 05 18,800 00 1,870,158 05 
Gulf Mobile & Northern_____________________________________________ 436,90000 9,660 00 446,560 00 
N. C. &: St. L.-Paducah-Memphis Division__________________________ 167,53698 2,50530 170,04228 
Southeastern Express Co ____________ · ___________________ ~____________ 78639 24200 1,02839 
Southern Ry.-Memphis Division____________________________________ 762,560 00 5,980 00 768,540 00 
Private Car Companies _______________________________________ ~______ 66,362 57 ________________66,362 57 

I-----------I----------I-~--------Railroad TotaL ________________________________________________ -_ 3,287,84402 37,58230 3,325,42632 

American Telephone Co __ c__________________________________________ 16,09648 _____________ .__ 16,096 48 
Cumberland Telephone Co_ .. ________________ ~ __ ·______________________ 78,580 00 285 00 78,865 00 
Whiteville Light Plant._____________________________________________ ________________ 1,50000 1,50000 
Western Union Telegraph Co _________ •• _____________ ________________ 37,988 88 ________________ 37,988 88 

1-----------1----------1-----------
Utilities TotaL________________________________________________ 132,66536 1,78500 134,45036 

Grand Total____________________________________________________ 3,420,509 38 39,367 30 3,459,876 68 

Henderson County-
American Railway Express Co ______________________________________ _ 
N. C. & St. L.-Paducah-Memphis Division ____________________ ------
N. C. & St. L.-Perryville Division _________________________________ _ 

1,375 11 
424,050 08 
116,514 20 

105 00 
10,728 93 
1,697 00 

1,480 11 
434,779 01 
118,211 20 



Private Car CompanI6 _____________________________________________ _ 33,028 65 ________________ 33,028 6S 
Railroad Total. ________________________________________________ _ 5H,968 04 12,530 93 587,498 97 

Cumberland Telephone Co __________________________________________ _ 28,610 00 142 00 28,75200 
Center Point Telephone Co _________________________________________ _ 300 00 --------------- .. 300 00 Sun Telephone Co _________________________________________________ _ 
W6tern Union Telegraph Co ______________________________________ _ 3,200 00 - ... _--.--------- .. 3,200 00 

3,723 00 --- .. _ ... _--_ ...... _--- 3,723 00 

Utilities Total _______ • _________________________________________ _ 35,833 00 14200 35,975 00 
Grand TotaL __________________________________________________ _ 610,801 04 12,672 93 623,473 97 

Hawkins County--
American Railway Express Co ______________________________________ _ 110 22 30 00 140 22 Carolina, Clinchfield & Ohio Ry ____________________________________ _ 
Private Car Companies ____________________________________________ _ 

N Southeastern Express Co .. -------- .. ----- --- -_ .. _ .... --- .. - ... -------- -- ...... _ Southern Ry.-Appalachia-Holston River ___________________________ _ 
Southern Ry.-Main Line ___________________________________________ _ 
Southern Ry.-Rogersville _________________________________________ _ 

303,940 00 2,500 00 306,440 00 
2,596 11 ---------------- 2,596 11 
1,574 10 296 00 1,87010 

1,003,520 00 9,18000 1,012,70000 
140,000 00 5,900 00 145,900 00 
451,200 00 8,00000 459,20000 Southern Ry.-Bulis Gap ___________________________________________ _ ---------------- 40000 40000 

Railroad Total __________________________________________________ _ 1,902,940 43 26,306 00 1,929,246 43 

Cumberland Telephone Co __________________________________________ _ 
In_ter-Mounta!~ relephone Co _______________________________________ _ 
KlDgsport Utlhbes _________________________________________________ _ 

23,370 00 193 00 23,563 00 
2,829 00 ---------------- 2,829 00 

---------------- 1,50000 1,500 00 Hydro-Electric Power Co __________________________________________ _ 
Rogersville Electric Co _____________________________________________ _ 
Rogersville Telephone Co ___________________________________________ _ 
Western Union Telegraph Co _______________________________________ _ 

---------------- 4,000 00 4,00000 
---------------- 14,70000 14,70000 

2,20000 ---------------- 2,200 00 
13,965 84 __ ._------------ 13,965 84 

Utilities TotaL ________________________________________________ _ 42,364 84 20,393 00 62,757 84 
Grand Total. __________________________________________________ _ 1,945,30527 46,699 00 1,992,004 27 



:l'ABLE VIII-Continued. 
Tabular Statement Showing the Assessed Value for Taxation by Counties of all Property of 

Ra.ilroads and Public Utilities in Tennessee for the years 1923-1924. 

NAME OF COUNTIES RAiLROADS AND PUBLIC UTILITIES I Distributable I Localized , _ Property Property 
Total 

Property 

Haywood County-
American Railway Express Co _______________________________________ $ 956 67 $ 315 00 S 1.271 67-
L_ & N_ R- R.-Memphis Division___________________________________ 1,126,71000 23,990.00 1,150,70000 
N. C. & St.L. Ry.-Paducah-Memphis Division______________________ 1,48789 ________________ 1,48789 
Private Car Companies______________________________________________ 33.59622 _______________ . 33.59622 

Railroad Total " ___________________________________________________ 1--1-,-1-62-',-7-50-7-81---2-4-,-30-5-0-011--1-, 1-8-7-'-,0-5-5-78 

American Telephone Co ___________ :_________________________________ 21,41560 ________________ 21.41560 
Brownsville Cotton Oil & Ice Co_____________________________________ ________________ 32,000 00 32,000 00 
Cumberland Telephone Co___________________________________________ 76,13000 1,40900 77,53900 

wes~;~i ~:~o;~::~~~~~~_ ~~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ I---I-~~-:'-~-:~-:-:I-------------;-;-~-~o--;---~-~I---I-~-!..:.: :-:-~-:-: 
Grand TotaL__________________________________________________ _ 1,285,93374 57,71400 1,343,64774 

Henry County-
American Ry. Express Co___________________________________________ 1,96845 910 00 2.87845 
L. & N. R. ij..-Memphis Division ________________ __ _________________ 1,219,530 00 88,280 00 1,307,810 00 
N. C. & St.l..-Paducah-Memphis Division__________________________ 422,26460 15,25696 437,521.56 
Private Car Companies______________________________________________ 57,776 59 ________________ 57,776 59 

Railroad TotaL ______________________________ . ___________________ 1--1-,-70-1-,-5-39-6-41---10-4-,-44-6---96-1---1-, 8-0-5-'-, 9-8-6-6-0 

Cumberland Telephone Co__________________________________________ 87,46000 1,67800 - 89,138 or, 
;Western Union Tel. CO ______________________________________________ 

I
----15:-',_9_86_1_21-----..:.-----------------------1---1-5.:..,9-8_6_12 

Utili ties TotaL_ __ _ ___ _ _ _ _ _ __ ___ _ _ _ _ _ ___ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _____ __ _ 103.446 12 1,678 00 105, 124 12 
---·-----1----'----:--------Grand TotaL ________________________ "__________________________ 1,804,,985 76 106,IU 96! 1,911.110 72 



Houlton County
American Ry. Express Co .••.•••••••••••••••.••••.......•.•••.....• 
I •. &: N. R. R.-Memphi. Division •••••.••••••.••..•.••••...••....... 

. 

Private Car Companiel ••••••••••••••••••••••.•••..•...••..•.•••••••. 

Railroad TotaL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••.••• 

Cumherland Telephone Co •••••••••••••••••••• , •.••..••••••••..••.••• 
Erin Home Telephone Co ••••••••••••••••••••.••••.•••••••.•••••••..• 
Erin Utilities Co ••••••••••••••••••••••••••..•••••..••••••••••••••••• 
Westero Union Tel. Co ••••••••••••••••••••..•.•••.•...••••••.••••••• 

Utili ties TotaL ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••• 
Grand Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Hickman County-
American Ry. Express Co ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••. 
N. C. &: St. L.-Centreville Division •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Railroad Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••• 

Cumberland Telephone Co •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••• 

Utili ties Total ••• """ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••• 
Grand Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••..••••• 

Hamblen County
Private Car Companies .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•.••••••.•••.• 
Southeastern Express Co •••••••••••••••••.•••.•.••••..••••••.••••••• 
Southern Ry.-Bu\1s Gap, Leadville Right·Way •.•.••..•..••••••.••.• 
Southern Ry .-Knoxville·Bristol •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.. 
Southern Ry.-North Carolina •.•••...•..•....••..••••••..••.••••••• 
Southern Ry.-Main Line •••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••.•••••••••••.• 

Railroad TotaL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••• 

6H 49 
761,67000 
22 ,633 \I 

784,9H 60 

12,811000 
1,440 00 

...................... -_ .. -- .. 
9,333 68 

23,653 68 

808,601 28 

1,52757 
409,347 91 

410,875 48 

53,920 00 

53,920 00 

464,795 48 

32,286 95 
1,0,18 18 

-.. --------- .. ----
50,400 00 

500,200 00 
1,228,75000 

1,812,675 13 

202001 846 49 
43,400 00 805,070 00 

........ __ ................... 22,633 II 

43,602 00 828,549 60 

--- ........... -_ ............... 12,88000 
.... ---- .. -_ ............ - 1,440 00 

1,50000 1,500 00 
......... --_ .......... _--- 9,333 68 

1,50000 25,15368 

45,102 00 853,703 28 

45 00 1,572 57 
17,484 78 426,832 69 

17,529 78 428,405 26 

641 00 54,561 00 

641 00 54,561 00 

18,170 78 482,966.26 

--_ .. _-- ... --- .. ---- 32,286 95 
410 00 1,448 18 

15,000 00 15,000 00 
1,0.10 00 51,430 00 

700 00 500,900 00 
16,660 00 1,245,410 00 

33,800001 1,846,475 13 



'""' N 
~ 

TABLE VIII-Continued. 
Tabular 'Statement ShOW1Dg the Assessed Value for Talation by Counties of all Property of 

Railroads and Public Utilities in Tennessee for the years 1923-1924. _.. .. -. - , .. , 

NAME OF COUNTIES RAILROADS AND PUBLIC UTILITIES I Distributable I Localized 
, . Property Property 

Hamblen County Cont'd. 
American Telephone &·Telegraph CO _______ ·_________________________ " 
Cumberland Telephone Co __________________________________________ _ 
Peoples Telephone & Telegraph Co _________________________________ _ 
Postal Telegraph Co ____ . _____ ,_. ___________ ' _____________________ ~ ____ _ 
Rogersville Electric Co __ ~ _____ . ____________________________________ _ 
Western Union Telegraph Co _______________________________________ _ 

315 24 ________________ " 

64,98000 :I> 1,86500 
11 ,340 00 _____________ ~ __ 

2,240 00 120 00 ________________ 6,300 00 
21,8.54 52 _____ • _________ _ 

Utilities TotaL _______________ :. ________________________________ _ 
100,729 76 8,285 00 

(}rand Total ___________________________________________________ _ 
1,913,404 89 42,085 00 

Total 
Property 

315 24, 
66,845 00 
11 ,340 00 
2,360 00 
6,30000 

21,854 52 

109,014 76 

1,955.489 89 

'-'" Humphreys County-
American Ry. Express Co __________________________________________ _ 
N. C. & St. L-Nashville Division __________________________________ _ 
PriVate Car Companies _____________________________________________ _ 

Railroad Total _______________________ • _______ ~ _________________ _ 
. 

873 18 260 00 
936 ,360 66 16 ,660 41 30,66449 _______________ _ 

967,89833 .16,920 41 

1,13318 
953,021 07 
30,664 49 

984,818 74 

American Tel. & Tel. Co_ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ __ _ __ _ __ __ __ __ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ IS ,516 32 _ _ __ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ IS ,516 32 
Cumberland Tel. Co________________________________________________ 63,70000 1,07500 64,77500 
Humphreys County Tel. Co_________________________________________ 1,65000 65000 2,30000 
McEwen Electric Light Co__________________________________________ ________________ 1,50000 1,500 00 
Tenn. Utilities Co___________________________________________________ ________________ 6,00000 6,00000 
Western Union Tel. Co______________________________________________ 16,633 48 ________________ 16,633 48 

I-----------I-~-------I-~--~----
Utilities TotaL________________________________________________ 97,49980. 9,22500 106,72480 

1-----------1----------1-----------(}rand Total _________________________ "__________________________ 1,065,398 13 26,14541 1,091,54354 



Jackson County-Gainesboro Tel. Co ____________________________________________ - __ -- I 
1 ,400 00 25000 1 ,630 00 

Tota� ______________________________________________________ - ___ _ 
1,40000 23000 I ,650 00 

Jefferson Counh'-Private Car Companies ____________________________________________ _ 25,21)882 -- ... -_ ..................... --- 25,29882 Southeastern Express Co ___________________________________________ _ 720 39 5600 i76 39 Southern Ry.-Bulls Gap Div _______________________________________ _ 
Southern Ry.-Main Line Division __________________________________ _ 

-_ ......... _ ........ ------- 2,00000 2,00000 
1,108,125 00 18,845 00 1,126,97000 

Southern Ry.-North Carolina Division _____________________________ _ 250,100 00 5,70000 255,800 00 

Railroad TotaL ________________________________________________ _ 1,384,2404 21 26,601 00 1 ,olIO ,845 21 

American Tel. Co. N_ Y __________________________ - _ - - -_ -_________ - __ 11 ,495 16 495 00 11,990 16 Cumberland Tel. Co ________________________________________________ _ 59,81000 634 00 60,444 00 Jefferson City Electric Light Co ____________________________________ _ _ ..... ------------- 11,500 00 11,500 00 N Peoples Tel. & Tel. Co _____________________________________________ _ 
.... Postal Telegraph Co _______________________________________ - _______ _ 9,01800 2,00000 11 ,018 00 

2,80000 ------------- ...... - 2,80000 Western Union Tel. Co _____________________________________________ _ 20,502 00 ---_ .. _---------- 20,502 00 

Utili ties Total. ________________________________________________ _ 103,625 16 14,62900 118,254 16 

Grand Total. __________________________________________________ _ 1,487,86937 41,230 00 1 ,529,099 37 

Johnson County-Southeastern Express Co ___________________________________________ _ 600 93 29 00 629 93 
Southern Ry.-Appalachia-Main Division __________________________ _ 528,720 00 3,86000 586,58000 

Railroad Total _________________________________________________ _ 583,320 93 3,889 00 587,209 93 

Butler Light & Power Co ___________________________________________ _ 
Inter-Mountain Telephone Co _______________________________________ _ ----_ .. _--------- 6,00000 6,00000 

3,008 40 ---------------- 3,008 40 Johnson County Telephone Co ______________________________________ _ 
L. L. McQueen Tel. Co _____________________________________________ _ 

6,340 00 ---------- ... ----- 6,340 00 
1,45000 ________________ 1 ,450 00 



TABLE VIII-Continued. 
" Tabular Statement Showing the Assessed Value for Taxation by Counties of aU Property of 

Railroads and Public Utilities ~ Tenneuee for the years 1923-1924. 

I 
Distributable Localized 

NAME OF CO~NTIES, RAILROADS AND PUBLIC UTILITIES Property Property 

Johnson CountY-Cont'd. 
Roan Creek Electric Light & Power Co ______________________________________________ $ 3,50000 $ 
Western Union Tel. Co______________________________________________ $ 2,476 56 _____________ " __ 

1,162 26 18,020 00 
70,00000 10000 

981 ,920 00 271 ,360 00 83,425 94 _______________ _ 
2,591 16 20,125 00 

224,000 00 26,380 00 56,00000 _______________ _ 
767,340 00 '28,765 00 

2,160,00000 1,792,16700 
98,460 '00 _______________ _ 

228,20000 18,27500 

4,673,09936 2,175,192 00 

American Tel. & Tel. Co ___________________________________________ _ 19,080 16 _______________ _ 
Cumberland Tel. Co ________________________________________________ _ 1,075,88000 65,00200 Knoxville Power Co ________________________________________________ _ ________________ 300 00 
Knoxville Power & Light Co _______________ ~ ________________________ _ 
Knoxville Gas Co __________________________________________________ _ 3,711,857 00 2,155,774 78 ________________ 659,00000 

Total 
Property 

19,18226 
70,10000 

1,253,28000 
83,42594 
22,716 16 

250,380 00 
56,00000 

796,10500 
3,952,167 00 

98,46000 
246,475 00 

6,848,291 36 

19,080 16 
1,140,882 00 

300 00 
5,867,63178 

659,000 00 



Peoples Tel. & Tel. Co _____________________________________________ _ 354,402 00 59,806 00 414,208 00 
Postal Tel. Co _____________________________________________________ _ 4,900 00 400 00 5,300 00 Tenn. District Tel. Co _____________________________________________ _ 9,095 00 ---------------- 9,095 00 Tenn. Electric Power Co ___________________________________________ _ 786,06800 200 00 786,26800 \Vestern Union Tel. Co _____ .. ______________________________________ _ 56,95068 1,00000 57,95068 

l:tilities TotaL ________________________________________________ _ 6,018,232 84 2,941,482 78 8,959,715 62 
Grand Total ___________________________________________________ _ 

10,691 ,332 20 5,116,674 78 15,808,00698 

Lake County-American Railway Express Co ______________________________________ _ 788 37 11000 89837 Chicago Memphis & Gulf Ry _______________________________________ _ 238,900 00 7,010 00 245,910 00 

Railroad TotaL ________________________________________________ _ 239,688 37 7,12000 246,808 37 

Cumberland Telephone Co __________________________________________ _ 42,58000 215 00 42,795 00 ,.... 
!::i Utilities TotaL ~ _______________________________________________ _ 
...., 42;580 00 215 00 42,795 00 

Grand TotaL __________________________________________________ _ 282,268 37 7,335 00 289,603 37 

Lauderdale C:ounty-American Railway Express Co ______________________________________ _ 
Chicago St. L. & N. O.-Louisville Division _________________________ _ 
Private Car Companies ____________________________ , _________________ _ 

858 00 650 00 1,50800 
2,607,046 00 27,645 00 2,634,691 00 

30,131 40 ---------------- 30,131 40 
Railroad Total _________________________________________________ _ 2,638,035 40 28,.295 00 2,666,330 40 

Cumberland Telephone Co __________________________________________ _ 
Postal Telegraph Co _______________________________________________ _ 81,430 00 98200 82,412 00 

26,449 SO ---------------- 26,449 50 

Utilities TotaL ________________________________________________ _ 107,879 SO 982 00 108,861 50 

Grand TotaL __________________________________________________ _ 2,745,914 901 29,277 001 2,775,19190 



TABLE VIII-Continued. 

Tabular Statement Showing the Assessed Value for Taxation by Counties of all Property of 
Railroads and Public Utilities in Tennessee for the years 1923-1924. 

NAME OF COUNTIES RAILROADS AND PUBLIC UTILITIES I Distributable I Localized I 
' Property Property· 

Lawrence County-
American Railway Express Co _______________________________________ $ 
L. & N. R. R.-Nashville-Florence-Sbeffield Division ________________ _ 

1 , 348 71 $ 270 .00 $ 
1,348,710 00 18,155 00 

L. & N. R. R.-Napier Division ____________________________________ _ 
L. & N. R. R.-West Point Division ____________________ ~ _________ , __ 
L. & N. R. R.-Tennessee Western Division _________________________ _ 

109,200 00 850 00 
141,36000 1,53500 5,52000 _______________ _ 

Private Car Companies ______________________________ c ______________ _ 31,016 13 _______________ _ 
TennesseeWestern _________________________________________________ _ 1,260 00 _______________ _ 

Total 
Property 

1,618 71 
1,366,865 00 

110,050 00 
142,895 00 

5,520 00 
31,016 13 

1,260 00 

Railroad TotaL: ________________________________________________ . 1,638,41484 20,810 00 !,659,22484 

Citizens Telephone Co. of Lawrence Co_ _____________________________ 3,000 00 ________________ 3,000 00 
Cumberland Telephone Co ___________ "_______________________________ 26,66000 71900 27,37900 

1-----------1----------1-----------Utilities TotaL _ __ _ _ __ __ __ _ _ __ __ __ __ __ __ ___ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ____ __ __ ____ _ 29,660 00 719 00 30,379 00 

1------------1------------1·------------Grand Total. _ _ _ _ __ __ __ _ __ _ ___ ___ _ ____ _ __ __ _ __ _ _ _ __ __ __ _ __ _ _ _ _ __ 1,668,074 84 21,529 00 1,689,603 84 

Lewis County-
American Railway Express Co ______________________________________ _ 
L. & N. R. R.-Nashville-Florence-Sheffield Division ________________ _ 
L. & N. R. R.-Napier Division ____________________________________ _ 
I.. & N. R. R.-Swan Creek Division _______________________________ _ 
N. C. & st. L. Ry.-Centrevi1le Branch ______________ · _______________ _ 
Private Car Companies _____________________________________________ _ 

Railroad TotaL ________________________________ .. _______________ _ 

690 03 50 00 
125,400 00 _______________ _ 
21,84000 1,00000 

130,680 00 4,775 DO 
151,371 14 3,89266 2,883 82 _______________ _ 

740 03 
125,400 00 
22,840 00 

135,455 00 
155,263 80 

2,883 82 
1-----------1----------1-----------

432,864 99 9,71766 442,582 65 



Cumberland Telepbone Co __________________________________________ _ 24,000 00 15800 24,15800 

Utilities Total _________________________________________________ _ 
24,000 00 158 00 24,15800 

Grand Total. __________________________________________________ _ 
456,864 99 9,875 66 466,740 65 

I.incoln County-American Railway E;xpresS C.o:_; ________________________ • ___________ _ 
L. & N. R. R.-Lewlsburg Dlvlslon _________________________________ _ 
N. C. & St. L. Ry.-Columbia Division _____________________________ _ 
N. C. & St. L. Ry.-Middle Tennessee-Alabama Division ____________ _ 
N. C. & St. L. Ry.-Huntsvitle-Gadsden Division ___________________ _ 

1,361 58 87000 2,231 58 
248,265 00 4,52000 252,785 00 
418,862 51 22,310 39 441,172 90 
132,285 92 5,690 19 137,976 11 
22,825 10 ------------- --. 22,825 10 Private Car Companies _____________________________________________ _ 7,10433 ---------------- 7,10433 

Railroad Total _________________________________________________ _ 830,70444 33,390 58 864,095 02 

Cumberland Telephone Co __________________________________________ _ 213,310 00 4,43000 217,740 00 
Fayetteville Electric Power & Ligbt Co _____________________________ _ 
Western Union Telegraph Co _______________________________________ _ ---------_.-._-- 81,75000 81,75000 

2,553 40 ------------.--- 2,553 40 

Utilities Total. ________________________________________________ _ 215,863 40 86,180 00 302,043 40 

Grand Total. __________________________________________________ _ 
1,046,56784 119,570 58 1,166,138 42 

Loudon County-American Ry. Express Co __________________________________________ _ 399 96 1000 409 96 
L. & N. R. R.-Mentor Jena Division _______________________________ _ 85,80000 2,850 00 88,650 00 L. & N. R. R.-Knoxvitle Division __________________________________ _ 188,86000 4,695 00 193,555 00 Private Car Companies _____________________________________________ _ 25,40309 ---------------- 25,40309 Southeastern Express Co ___________________________________________ _ 559 35 130 00 689 35 Southern Ry.-Main Line _________________ . _________________________ _ 1,059,37500 10,180 00 1 ,069,555 00 

Railroad Total _________________________________________________ _ 1,360,39740 17,86500 1 ,378,262 40 

American Tel. & Tel. Co ___________________________________________ _ 4,351 20 ---------------- 4,351 20 Cumberland Tel. Co ________________________________________________ _ 31,570 00 906 00 32,47600 



TABLE VIII-Continued. 

Tabular Statement Showing the Assessed Value for Taxation by Counties of all Property of 
Railroads and Public Utilities in Tennessee for the years 1923-1924. 

NAME OF COUNTIES RAILROADS AND PUBLIC UTILITIES I Distributable I Localized 
, Property Property 

Loudon County-Cont'd. Lenoir Light & Power Co ____________________________________________________________ $ 59,000 00 $ 
Newport Mill Ce ____________________________________________________ . ________________ 11 ,500 00 
Peoples Tel. & Tel. Co ______________________________________________ $ 16,03800 3,625 00 
Postal Tel. Co __________________________________ ~ ____________ ._______ 2,380 00 _______________ _ 
Public Light & Power Co____________________________________________ 25,088 00 _____________ _ 
Tenn. Electric Power Co ______________ 

r
_____________________________ 371,752 00 8,750 00 

Western Union Tel. Co______________________________________________ 18,348 44 ___________ ~ ___ _ 

Total 
Property 

59,00000 
11,50000 
19,66300 
2,38000 

25,08800 
380,502 00 

18,34844 

Utilities TotaL_________________________________________________ 469,527 64 83,781 00 553,308 64 
1-----------1----------1-----------

Grand TotaL___________________________________________________ 1,829,92504 101,64600 1,931,571 04 

Macon County-
Cumberland Tel. Co________________________________________________ 2,80000 ________________ 2,80000 

1-----------1----------1-----------Total __________ "_______________________________________________ 2,80000________________ 2,80000 

McMinn County-
American Ry. Express Co _______________________________ :___________ 1,001 22 46000 1,461 22 
L. & N. R. R.-Knoxville Dlvision___________________________________ 392,920 00 3,840 00 396,760 00 
L. & N. R. R.-Athens-Jellico Division______________________________ 141,96000 8,43500 150,39500 
L. & N. R. R.-Atlanta New Division_ __ _ __ __ __ _ __ _ __ _ _ __ __ __ __ _ _ __ _ 344,320 00 74,445 00 418,765 00 
L. & N. R. R.-Atlanta Old Division________________________________ 33,48000 18000 33,66000 
Private Car Companies______________________________________________ 47,375 23 ________________ 47,375 23 
Southeastern Express Co____________________________________________ . 83028 16600 99628 
Southern Ry.-Main Line___________________________________________ 1,572,50000 13,69000 1,586,19000 

1-----------1----------1-----------
Railroad TotaL________________________________________________ 2,534,38673 101,21600 2,635,60273 



Athens Licht lit Power Co __________________________________________ _ -----------.---- 47,000 00 47,000 00 
Cumberland Tel. Co _______________________________________________ _ 79,83000 2,978 00 82,808 00 
Etowah Water lit Light Co _________________________________________ _ 
Ingleside Water Co ________________________________________________ _ 
Monroe I\fcMinn Tel. Co ___________________________________________ _ 

-----------.---- 59,000 00 59,000 00 
-- -------- - - ---- t5,500 00 45,500 00 

675 00 ---------------- 67500 
New Meigs County Tel. Co _______ ~ _________________________________ _ 24000 -... -------------- 24000 
Postal Tel. Co _____________________________________________________ _ 3,22000 -_ ..... _----------- 3,22000 Public Service Co __________________________________________________ _ 

---------------- 3,800 00 3,800 00 Tenn. Electric Power Co ___________________________________________ _ ·822,02600 47000 822,49600 Western Union Tel. Co _____________________________________________ _ 25,57820 ---------------- 25,57820 

Utilities TotaL ________________________________________________ _ 931,569 20 158,74800 1,090,317 20 

Grand TotaL __________________________________________________ _ 
3,465 ,955 93 259,964 00 3,725,91993 

McNairy County---Mobile lit Ohio R. R ________________________________________________ _ I ,072 ,050 00 19,705 00 1,091 ,755 00 Private Car Companies _____________________________________________ _ 48,88495 ---------------- 48,884 95 Southeastern Express Co ___________________________________________ _ 1,39293 109 00 1,501 93 
Southern RY.-Memphis Division ___ " _______________________________ _ 370,560 00 8,60000 379,160 00 

Railroad TotaL ________________________________________________ _ 1,492,88788 28,414 00 1,521,301 88 

American Tel. lit Tel. Co ___________________________________________ _ 6,287 04 ---------------- 6,287 04 
Cumberland Tel. Co ________________________________________________ _ 7,140 00 ---------------- 7,14000 
Selmer Electric Light lit Gin Co ____________________________________ _ ---------------- 1,000 00 1,000 00 
Sun Tel. lit Tel. Co _________________________________________________ _ 16,04000 ---------------- 16,04000 Western Union Tel. CO _____________________________________________ _ 14,068 52 ---------------- 14,06852 

Utilities TotaL ________________________________________________ _ 43,535 56 1,00000 44 ,535 56 

Grand TotaL __________________________________________________ _ 
1,536,42344 29,41400 1,565,83744 

Madison County-American Railway Express Co ______________________________________ _ 2,883 21 2,78400 5,667 21 
Birmingham lit Northwestern R. R. Co ______________________________ _ 95,221 44 14,16000 109,381 44 



TABLE VIII-Continued. 
Tabular Statement Showing the Assessed Value for Taxation by Counties of all Property of 

Railroads and Public Utilities in Tennessee for the years 1923-1924. 

I 
Distributable I Localized 

NAME OF COUNTIES. RAILROADS AND PUBLIC UTILITIES Property Property 

Ma'ison County-Cont'd. 
Chicago St. L. & N. O.-OId Main Division__________________________ $ 1,494,212 76 $ 224,15000 
Chicago St. L. & N. O.-jackson-Southeastern Division _____________ _ 118,605 60 70000 
Gulf Mobile & Northern Ry ________________________________________ _ 220,150 00 26,980 00 
Mobile & Ohio R. R. Co ___________________________________________ _ 963,900 00 146,505 00 
N. C. & St. L. Ry.-Paducab-Memphis Division _____________________ _ .475,23366 22,43505 
Private Car Companies _____________________________________________ _ 99,388 20 _______________ _ 
Southeastern Express Co _____________ . ______________________________ _ 908 82 752 00 

Railroad TotaL ___________________ ~ ____________________________ _ 3,470,503 69 438,466 05 
,-.. 
~ . Citizens Gas Light Co ______________________________________________ _ 
'-' Cumberland Te1ephone Co __________________________________________ _ 

________________ 149,000 00 
227,27000 26,400'00 

jackson Home Telephone Co __ ~ ____________________________________ _ 33,048 00 1,000 00 jackson Railway & Light Co _______________________________________ _ 
Sun Telephone & Telegraph Co _____________________________________ _ 
Western Union Telegraph Co-------- c--.---------------------- ______ _ 

179,332 66 369,667 34 1,040 00 _______________ ~ 
31,22288 _______________ _ 

Utilities TotaL ____________ ~ ___________________________________ _ 471,913 54 546,067 34 
Grand Total ___________________________________________________ _ 

3,942,417 23 984,533,39 

Marion County-
American Railway Express Co ______________________________________ _ 1,274 46 145 00 
N. C. & St. L. Ry-Chattanooga Division ___________________________ _ 
N. C. & St. L. Ry.-Tracy City Division ____________________________ _ 

679,445 38 10,246 37 25,93764 _______________ _ 
N. C. & St. L. Ry-Doran's Cove Division __________________________ _ 17,95929 1,005 34 
N. C. & St. L. Ry.-Sequatchie Division _____ ------------------------Private Car Companies _____________________________________________ _ 259,577 50 25,575 71 14,833 92 _______________ _ 

Total 
Property 

$ 1,718,36276 
119,305 60 
247,13000 

1,110,40500 
497,668 71 

99,388 20 
1,660 82 

3,908,969 74 

149,000 00 
253,67000 
34,048 00 

549,000 00 
1,040 00 

31,222 88 

1,017,980 88 

4,926,950 62 

1,41946 
689,691 75 
25,937 64 
18,964 63 

285,152 50 
14,833 92 



Mempbit-Cbattanoop R. R. _______________________________________ _ 49,967 001 ________________ 49,96700 

Railroad TotaL ________________________________________________ _ 1,048,995 191 36,972 42 1,085,967 61 

AmericaD Telepbone I: Telegrapb Co ________________________________ _ 7,553 92 ... "' ........... ---------- 7 ,553 92 Cumberland Telepbone Co __________________________________________ _ 
Dixie Telepbone Co ________________________________________________ _ 
Public Light I: Power Co ___________________________________________ _ 
Tenneuee Electric Power Co _______________________________________ _ 

67,500 00 ,95600 68,456 00 
6000 100 00 160 00 

97,21600 30,480 00 127,696 00 
486,400 00 1,667,530 00 2,153,93000 Tennessee Water Co ________________________________________________ _ --_ ... -... ---------- 49,274 80 49,274 80 

Westen Union Telegrapb Co ________ : ______________________________ _ 17,390 32 --- ... -_ .... - ... -:-- ... -- 17,390 32 

Utilities Total. ________________________________________________ _ 676,120 24 1,748,340 80 2,424,461 04 

Grand TotaL __________________________________________________ _ 1,725,115 43 785,313 22 3,510,428 65 

Marsball County-American Railway Express Co ______________________________________ _ 1,665 84 40700 2,072 84 
L.I: N. R. R.-Lewisburg Division _________________________________ _ 1,165,590 00 41,270 00 1,206,86000 
N. C.I: St. L. Ry.-Columbia Division _____________________________ _ 279,241 68 2,31629 281,55797 
Private Car Companies _____________________________________________ _ 33,352 95 .......... - .. ---_ ..... - .. - .. 33,352 95 

Railroad Total _________________________________________________ _ 1,479,85047 43,993 29 1,523,843 76 

Cumberland Telepbone Co __________________________________________ _ 130,920 00 2,344 00 133,264 00 
Public Light I: Power Co ___________________________________________ _ 9,408 00 30,500 00 39,908 00 Southern Cities Power Co __________________________________________ _ 39,54000 2,500 00 42,040 00 
Western Union Telegrapb Co _______________________________________ _ 1,51980 .. _ ..... --_ ........ ----_ .. 1,519 80 

Utilities Total. ________________________________________________ _ 181,387 80 35,344 00 216,731 80 

Grand Total ________ : __________________________________________ _ 1,661,238 27 79,337 29 1,740,575 56 

Maury County-American Railway Express Co ______________________________________ _ 2,01465 1,473 00 3,487 65 
L.I: N. R. R.-Nasbville-Decatur Division _________________________ _ 1,686,300 00 117,300 00 1,803,600 00 
L. I: N. R. R.-Nasbville Florence-Sbeffield Division ________________ _ 594,990 00 29,44000 624,430 00 



TABLE VIII-Continued. 
Tabular Statement Showing the Assessed Value for Taxation by Counties of all Property of 

Railroads and Public Utilities in Tennessee for the years 1923-1924. 

NAME OF COUNTIES RAILROADS AND PUBLIC UTILITIES I Distributable I Localized , Property Property 

Maury Coul'lty:-"'Cont'd. 
L. & N. R. R.-Swan Creek Division ________________ . _________________ $ . 

. Middle Tennessee R. R _____________________________________________ _ 73,92000$ 1,17500$ 
141,600 00 805 00 

Mt. Pleasant Southern _______________________________ - ______________ _ 26,000 00 3,00000 
N. C. & St. L. Ry.-Columbia Division _____________________________ _ 159,051 94 4,262 62 Private Car Companies ______________________________________ ~ ______ _ 49,214 73 _______________ _ 

Total 
Property 

75,095 00 
142,405 00 
29,000 00 

163,314 56 
49,214 73 

\-----------\----------\.----------. Railroad TotaL ________________________________________________ _ 

American Telephone & Telegraph Co ________________________________ _ 
Columbia Water & Light Co _______________________________ ~ ________ _ 
Cumberland Telephone & Telegraph Co _____________________________ _ 
Mount Pleasant Electric Co ______ ~ _________________________________ _ 
Postal Telegraph Co ________________________________________________ _ 
Southern Ci ties Power Co __________________________________________ _ 
Western Union Tel. Co _____________________________________________ _ 

Utilities Total ______________________________________________ •• __ 

Grand TotaL _~ ________________ ~_-______________________________ _ 

Meigs County-

2,733,091 32 - - -157,455 62 . - 2,890,546 94 

24,659 76 1,265 00 ________________ 274,000 00 
208,39000 23,673 00 ________________ 19,000 00 

14,566.30 10000 
63,264 00 8,058 00 
·27,402 64 _~~_~_~_-•. _ •• -____ . 

338,282 70 - 326,096 00 

3,071,374 02 483,551 62 

25,924 76 
274,000 00 
232,063 00 

19,000 00 
14,666 30 
71,322 00 
.27,402 64 

664,378 70 

3,554,925 64 

New Meigs County Tel. Co__________________________________________ 90000 ________________ 90000 
\-----------\----------\-----------TotaL__________________________________________________________ 90000 ________________ 900 00 

Monroe County-American Ry. Express Co __________________________________________ _ 
.L. & N. R. R.-Knoxville Main Line _______________ ~ ________________ _ 

924 66 
669,94000 

24'00 
8,535 00 

948 66 
678,475 00 



..... 

L." N. R. R.-Athens-Tellico Division •.••••••••••••••••••.•••.••••• 
Pri vate Car Companies ....•••••••.••••••.....•••••••.•••••.•••..••.• 
Southeastern Express Co •.••••••••••••••••••.•.••••••••••••••••••••• 
Southern Ry.-Main Line .. " ••••••••••••.••••.••••••••••••••••••.•• 
Soutbtm Ry.-Tennessee-Carolina Southern ....•••••••••••••••.•.•••• 

Railroad TotaL •..•.•......•.•••...•••.••••••••••••••••••.••••.• 

Cumherland Tel. Co •••••.•..••....•.•••••.•••••••••••• " ••••••••••• 
KnolWille Power Co ••••••••••....•••••••••.••.••••••.••••• _ ••••••••• 
Monroe-McMinn Tel. Co •.•.•...•.. _ •.••.•....••• _ ••• _._ •••••••• _ •• _ 
Peoples Tel." Tel. Co_ •• _._ ...•••••.••.•..•. _ •• _ •.• _._ ..• _ ••• _ ••••• 
Postal Tel. CO •••••• _.~._ .••• __ ••..•.•• _ ... _._._ •• _ .•• _ •• _ •• _ •••••. _ 
Tellico River Lbr. Co. Light PlanC_, __ ••••• _._ ••• ________ • _________ _ 
Tenn. Electric Power Co. _. ___ • _. _ ••• ___ • ____________ •• __ • ___ •••••• _. 
Western Union Tel. Co •• __ •••• _ •• _ ••.•••• _ •• _________________ . _____ _ 

Utilities Total. _____ •• ____________________ • ____________________ _ 

~ Grand TotaL _ ••• __ . _. ______ • ________ ._. __ . _____ • __________ • ___ _ .... 
Montgomery Oounty-American Ry. Express Co ____ • ___ •• ________________________________ _ 

Chicago, St. L." N. 0.-1. C. Property ________ . ___________________ _ 
L." N. R. R.-Memphis Division ____ • _____________________________ _ 
L." N. R. R.-Clark-Princeton Division ___________________________ _ 
L." N. R. R.-Clark·Mineral Division _____________________ • _______ _ 
L." N. R. R.-Henderson Division_ .. ______________________________ _ 
Private Car Companies_ •.. _________________________________________ _ 
Southeastern Express Co ____________________ . ______________________ _ 
Tenn. Central-Western Division ____ • ______________________________ _ 

Railroad Total ___ . _____________________________________________ _ 

American Tel." Tel. Co ___ • _______________________________________ _ 
Christian-Todd Tel. Co ____________________________________________ _ 
Citizens Street Ry _________________________________________________ _ 

124,68000 
31,139 62 

375 54 
577 ,500 00 

29,960 00 

1,434,51982 

38,090 00 
74,62000 

85500 
64800 

1,400 00 
-.......... _---------

609,082 00 
13,154 60 

737,84960 

2,172,369 42 

1,563 21 

----------------1 ,243 ,320 00 
105,96000 
151,80000 
235,720 00 
60,294 85 

872 19 
145,36500 

1,944,89525 

2,921 52 
139,775 00 

7 000 00 

1,82000 126,500 00 
---------------- 31,13962 

15000 525 54 
2,67500 580,17500 

4500 30,00500 

13,24900 1 ,477 ,768 82 

38300 38,473 00 
16,11900 90,73900 

... ------------- .. - 85500 
-_ ... -...... ---_ .......... 64800 
-- .. _-_ .. --------- 1,400 00 

2,500 00 2,50000 
30,500 00 639,582 00 

-------------- ... - 13 ,154 60 

49,502 00 787,351 60 

62,751 00 2,235,120 42 

1,685 00 3,248 21 
32,855 00 32,855 00 
66,835 00 1,310,15500 

1,85000 107,81000 
5,875 00 157,675 00 

75 00 235,795 00 
------_ ........ -- -_ .. 60,29485 

50200 ",374 19 
9,005 00 154,370 00 

118,682 00 2,063,577 25 

... -.. -..... ---------- 2,921 52 
16,612 00 156,38.7 00 
2 10000 9 100 00 



TABLE VIII-Continued. 
Tabular Statement Showing the Assessed Value for Taxation by Counties of &ll Property of 

. . Railroads and Public Utilities in Tennessee for the years 1923-1924. 

NAME OF COUNTIES RAILROADS AND PUBLIC UTILITIES I Distributable I Localized 
" ' Property Property 

Montgomery County-Cont'd. Cumberland Tel. Co ________________________________________________ $ 
Ky.-Tenn. Light & Power Co _______________________________________ _ 

13,360 00 ________________ $ 
535 50 _______________ _ 

Ky. Public Service Co ________________________________________ ~ ____ _ 
Western Union Tel. CO __________________________ •• _________________ _ 

________________ $ 115,000 00 
32,002 16 _______________ _ 

Total 
Property 

13,360 00 
535 50 

115,000 00 
32,002 16 

Utilities TotaL____ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ __ __ __ __ __ _ _ _ _____ __ ____ __ __ __ __ _ 195,594 18 133,712 00 329,306 .18 

I------~---I----------I-----------
Grand TotaL___________________________________________________ 2,140,489 43 252,394 00 2,392,883 43 

~ Moore County-
0\ Cumberland Tel. Co________________________________________________ 14.,09000 4800 14,13800 

....... Lynchburg Light & Power Co_______________________________________ ________________ 50000 50000 

Grand TotaL __________________________________________________ ,_ 

Morgan County-
American Ry. Express Co __________________________________________ _ 
Cin. N. O. & T. P __________________________________________________ _ 
L. & N.-Cow Creek Division ______________________________________ _ 
Morgan & Fentress Ry _____________ ~ _______________________________ _ 
Harriman & Northeastern _____________________________ ~ ____________ _ 
Private Car Companies _____________________________________________ _ 
Southeastern Express Co ___________________________________________ _ 
Southern Ry.-Big Mountain Division ____________________________ · __ _ 

Railroad TotaL ________________________________________________ _ 

American"Tei. & Tel. Co _______ : ___________________________________ _ 

I-----------I-------~-I-----------
14,09000 548 00 14,638 00 

3 30 _______________ _ 

2,249,37300" 162,71500 
1,200 00 _______________ _ 

46,50000 4,60000 
210,78000 1,80000 34,978 89 _______________ _ 

993 30 110 00 
41,860 00 _______________ _ 

3 30 
2,412,088 00 

1,20000 
51,100 00 

212,58000 
34,978 89 
1,10330 

41,86000 
I-----------I~---------I-----------

2,585,688 49 169,225 00 2,754,91349 

19,876 40 _______________ _ 19,87640 



Central Tel. Co _______________________________________________ - ___ _ 2,200 00 .-.---_.---.---- 2,200 00 
Cumberland Tel. Co ___________________________________________ - ___ _ 77000 ---------------- 77000 
Peoples Tel. I: Tel. Co ____________________________________ -________ _ 
Western Union Tel. Co_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _________ _ 

2,16000 ---------------- 2,16000 
27,922 84 ---------------- 27,922 84 

Vtilities TotaL __________________________________________ - ____ _ 52,92924 ---------------- 52,929 24 

Grand Total ______________________________________________ - ____ _ 2,638,617 7J 169,225 00 2,807 ,842 7 J 

Obion County-
American Ry. Express Co __________ " ________________________________ _ 
Chicago. St. L. I: N. O.-old Main Division ________________________ _ 

1,72425 66800 " 2,392 25 
360,973 80 4,38000 365,353 80 

Chicago. St. L. I: N. O.-Louisville Division ________________________ _ 2,815,60968 50,115 00 2,865,72468 
Chicago. St. L. lit N. O.-Troy Spur ________________________________ _ 
Mobile lit Ohio _____________________________________________________ _ 

40,205 97 3,445 00 43,65097 
745,85000 24,20000 770,05000 

N. C. lit St. L.-Nashville Division ________________________________ _ 465 ,703 18 12,73960 478,442 78 Privaqe Car Companies _____________________________________________ _ 
Southeastern Express Co ___________________________________________ _ 74,874 14 ---.-.---------. 74,874 14 

703 23 1,775 00 2,47823 

Railroad TotaL ________________________________________________ _ 4,$05.644 2~ 97,32260 4,602,966 115 
American Telephone lit Telegraph Co ________________________________ _ 10,247 52 44000 10,687 52 
Cumberland Telephone Co __________________________________________ _ 167,86000 10,451 00 178.311 00 Postal Telegraph Co _______________________________________________ _ 33,83800 5000 33,88800 South Fulton Light Co _____________________________________________ _ 

---------------- 4,00000 4,00000 
Western Union Telegraph Co _______________________________________ _ 16,313 88 ---------------- 16,313 88 

Utilities Total _________________________________________________ _ 228,25940 14 ,941 00 243,20040 
Grand Total. _____________________________________________ - ____ _ 4,733,90365 112,263 60 4,846,167 25 

Overton County-Cincinnati. Nashville lit Southern ___________________________________ _ 82,80000 600 00 83,40000 
Southeastern Express Co ___________________________________________ _ 561 99 10 00 57\ 99 
Tennessee Central-Crawford-East Division _________________________ _ 93,72000 2,830 00 96,55000 

Railroad TotaL _______________________________________________ _ 177,08199 3,44000 180,521 99 



TABLE VIII-Continued. 
Tabular Statement Showing the Assessed Value for Talation by Counties of all Property of 

Railroads and Public Utilities in Tennessee for the years 1923-1924. 

NAME OF COUNTIES RAILROADS AND PUBLIC UTILITIES I Distributable I Localized 
," Property Property 

Overton County-Cont'd. 
Gainesboro Telephone Co ___________________________________________ $ 3,300 00 $ 1,006 00 $ 
Livingston Power & Light Co_______________________________________ ________________ 21,50000' 
Western Union Telegraph Co ___________________________________ ~,____ 2,317 44 _______________ _ 

Total 
Property 

4,306 00 
21,500 00 
2,31744 

Utilities TotaL_________________________________________________ 5,617 44 22,506 00 28,123 44 
1-----------1----------1-----------GlI,and TOIlflL ____________ " ________ '__ _ _ ___ __ __ __ _ _ _ ___ _ __ __ ___ __ _ 182,699 43 25,946 00 208,645 43 

~ Pe~~~~rl!~dTelephone Co__________________________________________ 1,960 00 ________________ 1,96000 

1------------1------------1------------TotaL _____________________________________________ ---- ___ '______ 1,960 00 ________________ 1,960 00 

Pickett County-
Gainesboro Telephone Co___________________________________________ 60000 ________________ 60000 

1-----------1----------1-----------,TotaL _________________________ ~_ __ __ _____ __ __ __ _____ __ ____ __ _ __ 600 00 ___ ___ __ __ ___ ___ 600 00 

Polk County-
American Express Co_______________________________________________ 2,247 30 166 00 2,413 30 
L. & N. Atlanta (New) Division_____________________________________ 1,546,24000 14,895 00 1,561,135 00 
L. &N. Atlanta (Old Line) Division_________________________________ 527,28000 13,26000 540,54000 
Private Car Companies ________ 

c 
________________________________ ,_____ 27,999 02 ________________ 27,999 02 

1-----------1----------1-----------Railroad TotaL ___________________________________ .. _____________ 2,103,766 32 28,321 00 2,132,087 32 

Benton Light & Power Co-------------------------------- c ---------- ________________ 2,000 00 2,000 00 



Cumberland Telephone CO _______ ...... _ .•.......... _ ..... ____ ... ___ . 34,490 00 1,12000 35,61000 Home Light Ik Power CO __________ . _. _________ . _______ . ___________ ._ ----- .. -... -----_ ..... 11,500 00 11,500 00 
Tennessee Electric Power Co ___ . __________ . ____ . ________ . _. _____ . __ _ 1,057,686 00 3,781.337 00 ',839,023 00 
Western Union Telegraph Co __ ... _._. _ . _____________ . __ . ______ . ____ _ 11,546 40 -----_ .. _------_ .. 11,546 40 

Utilities TotaL _________ . _ ..... _. _____ ._. _. _._. _. _._ ._. -. __ . ___ _ 1,103,72240 3,795,95700 ',899,679 40 

Grand Total ________________ . ___________ ...... _ ... ___ . _ .. ___ . __ _ 3 ,207 ,488 72 3,824,27800 7,031,766 72 

Putnam County-
Cincinnati-Nashville SOuthern ________ .. _._., ___ .•... _. _ .. _____ .. __ _ 19,200 00 .. --------------- 19,200 00 
Private Car COmpanies ________________ . _____ . _. _ .. ______ . _. _______ .. 49,25807 .. _----- .. -------- 49,25807 Southeastern Express Co ______________ . _____ . _. _. __________________ _ 1,49358 243 00 1,736 58 
Tennessee Central-Eastern Division ___ . ______________ ... _. ________ _ 424,800 00 20,465 00 '45,26500 
Tennessee Central-Crawford Division. ____ . _. ___ .•. _. _____ . ________ _ 14,905 00 ---------------- 14,905 00 

Railroad TotaL _______________ . ___________ . ____________________ _ 509,65665 20,708 00 530,364 65 

Algood Electric Light Co __________________________ . ______ . _________ _ . 1 ,500 00 1,500 00 ----------------Baxter Electric Co _______________________________________ . __ . ______ _ -- .. ------------- 1,000 00 1,000 00 Gainesboro Telephone Co ____ ~ _____________________________________ _ 16,900 00 7,082 00 23,98200 
Monterey Light & Power Co _________ • ________ . _ ... _____ . _______ . __ _ -.. -------------- 10,000 00 10,00000 
Western Union Telegraph Co ___________ . ____ - -. _____ . _______ -_ - ____ _ 12,146 84 ---------------- 12,146 84 

Utilities Total ________ : ______ . ______ . ___ - _. _. _. _. _____ - _ - - - ____ _ 29,046,84 19,582 00 48,628 84 

Grand Total ________________ . _ ... ___ - ___ ....... ___ . ____ . - .... __ _ 538,70349 40,29000 578,993 49· 

Roane County-
American Railway Express Co ______________ ._ ......... _. ____ .. _ ... __ 644 16 1'75 00 819 16 
Athens & Tennessee River R_ R __________________ .. _ .... _ .. _ .. __ .. __ 70,000 00 

... --------------- 70,000 00 
Cincinnati, N. O. & T. P.-Main Line __________ . ______ ._._ .. ___ ._. __ _ 
Cincinnati, N. O. & T. P.-Tennessee River Division. _____ .. __ ... ___ _ 

1,248,738 30 25,585 00 1,274,323 30 
80,625 00 ... --------------- 80,625 00 

Harriman & Northwestern R. R. Co ___________________ . __ ... _______ _ 142,740 00 7,500 00 150 240 00 
L. & N. R. R.-Cow Creek Division ___________________________ ... __ _ 25,080 00 3,250 00 28,330 00 
L. & N. R. R.-Harriman-Knoxville-Eastern Division _____________ . __ 348,600 00 9,680 00 358,280 00 



TABLE VIII-Continued . 
. Tabular Statement Showing the Assessed Value for Taxation by Counties of aU Property of 

Railroads and Public Utilities in Tennessee for the years 1923-1924. 

NAME OF COUNTIES RAILROADS AND PUBLIC UTILITIES I Distributable I Localized 
. ' Property Property 

Roane County-Cont'd. 
Private Car Companies ______________________________________________ $ 
Southeastern Express Co_ ~ ________________ " ________________________ _ 
Southern Ry.-Big Mountain Division __________ ". _______ " ___________ _ 
Southern Ry.-Walden's Ridge Division ____________________________ _ 
Tennessee Central-Eastern Division! ______________________________ _ 
'Cincinnati N. O. & T. P.-Tennessee River Division _________________ _ 

53,222 04$ _______________ $ 
1,513 38 1,565 00 " 
4,620 00 _______________ _ 

881,049 00 7,185 00 
132,800 00 3,155 00 
80,625 00 _______________ _ 

Total 
Property 

53,222 04 
3,078 38 
4,620 00 

888,234 00 
135,955 00 
80,625 00 

Railroad TotaL __ ~______________________________________________ 2,989,63188 58,09500 3,047,72688 

American Telephone & Telegraph Co_________________________________ 22,208 88 71000 22,918 88 
Cumberland Te1ephoneCo ____________________________ c______________ 67,68000 2,15400 69,83400 
Gainesboro Telephone Co ____________________________________ ~_______ 400 00 ________________ 40000 
Oliver Springs Electric Itight Co_____________________________________ ________________ 2,25000 2,250 00 
Peoples Telephone & Telegraph Co___________________________________ 5,616 00 ________________ 5,616 00 
Public Light & Power Co____________________________________________ 78,400 00 27,000 00 105,400 00 
Western Union Telegraph Co________________________________________ 22,1l0 20 ______ "_________ 22,1l0 20 

I-----------I----------I-----~----
Utilities TotaL_________________________________________________ 196,415 08 32, 114 00 228,529,08 

I--------~-I----------I-----------
Grand TotaL___________________________________________________ 3,186,04696 90,20900 3,276,25596 

Rhea County-
Cincinnati N. O. & T. P .. ___________________________________________ 2,407,05330 15,84500 2,422,89830 
Private Car Companies______________________________________________ 37,33604 ________________ 37,33604 
Southeastern Express Co____________________________________________ 1,06293 7800 1,14093 

1-----------1----------1-----------
Railroad TotaL_________________________________________________ 2,445,45227 15,92300 2,461,37527 



American Telephone a: Teleeraph Co ...•............................. 23,990 80 
Cumberland Telephone Co .••••...•....................... ___ ...... _. 41,02000 
Gainesboro Telepbone Co .•••.............. _. _ ............... _ .... __ 45000 
New Meip County Telephone Co .••... _ ... _ ...... _ ... _ .. _. _ ...•..... 8000 
Public Li,bt a: Power Co ••.•••••..•....... _ ...........•.... _ .. 31,360 00 
Western Union Teleeraph Co •...••.... --_ .... _ .. _ ... - _ - ....... - 26,375 16 

Utilities Total •..•••••..•.•••...................... __ '" .. _ ... _ 123,275 96 

Grand TotaL ••.•••..••••.. _ ....•.... __ . _ .. _ ................... . 2,568,728 23 

Robertson County-
American Railway Express Co .......• _. ____ . _ .... _ ........... _ ... _ .. 
L. a: N. R. R.-Henderson Division ................... _ ... _ .. _ ...... . 

854 37 
2,148,87000 

Private Car Companies .........•.•..... -............... _ .. _ - .. -.... . 30,003 96 

Railroad TotaL ••...••.•.•..•.•.•.. -... _ .. _ ..... _ .... __ ...... _ .. 2,179,728 33 

American Telephone a: Teleerapb Co ................................ . 27,17280 
Cbristian· Todd Telepbone Co ••••..••... _ ...................... _'." 5000 
Cumberland Telepbone Co ...•.................................. __ ." 172,320 00 
Davidson Ligbt I: Power Co .....•••.•...... _ ... _ .......... __ .. _ ... _. ----------------
Kentucky· Tennessee Light I: Power Co .. _ ............... _. ___ ...... . 4,462 50 
Orlinda Water I: Ligbt Co •.•....•.•........ __ ............. ____ ... _._ ................... -_ ........ 
Postal Teleeraph Co •••.•.••••••........... -............ _ .......... . 5,09600 
Western Union Telegrapb Co ....•.......... _ ............ _ ..... _ ... __ 26,486 68 

Utilities TotaL .•.•...•...••...................... ___ ...... _ .. __ 235,587 98 

Grand TotaL •......•...•............ _ ............. _____ . _. _ ... . 2,415,316,31 

Rutberford County-
American Railway Express Co ....••••.... __ .............•... _. ___ ... . 
L. I: N. R. R.-Lewisburg Division ...... _ ...... _ .......... ___ ._ .... . 

1,108 80 
39,285 00 

N. C. I: St. L.-Cbattanooga Division ••.. _ ............•............. 1,732,054 89 
Private Car Companies ••.•.•..•••..•....•. __ ........•.... _. _ ....... . 38,939 04 

Railroad TotaL .•...........•................. _ ...........•.•..• 1,811,38773 

~ . -----.................. 
22100 

----------------
--_ .. --_ ...... -- .. _--

7,000 00 
.......... -_ .................. 

7,221 00 

23,144 00 

377 00 
27,74500 

----_ .. - .. - .. ------
28,122 00 

765 00 
--_ ........ -- -_ .......... 

2,66000 
4,87680 
1,502 00 
2,500 00 

----------------
----------------

12,303 80 

40,425 80 

990 00 
--_ .................. - ...... 

24,731 23 
...... -- -- .................. 

25,721 23 

23,990 8 o 
00 
00 
00 

41,241 
450 
80 

38,360 00 
26.375 16 

130,496 96 

2,591,87223 

1,231 37 
2,176,6U 00 

30,003 96 

2,207,85033 

27,93780 
5000 

174,980 00 
4,876 80 
5,96450 
2,50000 
5,096 00 

26,486 68 

247,891 78 

2,455,742 11 

2,098 80 
39,285 00 

1,756 786 12 
38,939 04 

1,837,108 96 



TABLK VIII-Continued. 
Tabular Statement Showing the Assessed Value for Talation by Counties of aU Property of 

Railroads and Public Utilities in Tennessee for the years 1923-1924. . 

NAME OF COUNTIES RAILROADS AND PUBLIC UTILITIES I Distributable I Localized . ' . Property Property 
Total 

Property 

Rutherford County-Cont'd. 
Beech Grove Telephone Co __________________________________________ $ 20000 $ ______________ " 20000 
Cumherland Power Co______________________________________________ 18,75000 ________________ 18,75000 
Cumberland Telephone Co___________________________________________ 228,22000 2,347 00 230,567 00 
Murfreesboro Light & Power Co_____________________________________ ________________ 74,00000 74,00000 
Postal Telegraph Co _________________ ~------------------------------ ________________ 30 00 3000 
Smyrna Light & Power Co ___________________________________ c ______________________ •. _ 4,00000 4,000 00 
Southern Cities Power Co___________________________________________ 19,77000 ________________ 19,77000 
Tennessee Electric Power Co _______ c________________________________ 673,96800 3,30000 677,26800 
Western Union Telegraph Co________________________________________ 31,09096 ________________ 31;09096 

1-----------1----------1-----------
Utilities TotaL_________________________________________________ 971,99896 83,677 00 1,055,67596 .. 

1-----------1----------1-----------Grand TotaL ____ '_______________________________________________ 2,783;38669 109,39823 2,892,78492 

Shelby County-
American Railway Express Co_" _______________________________ . _____ _ 3,753 75 227,813 50 23,156 25 
Ark. & Memphis Ry. & Bridge Terminal Co _________________________ _ 
Choctaw, Okla. & Gulf Ry __________________________________________ _ 

1 ,499,588 ·00 8,050 00 (a) 1 ,507 ,63800 
38 ,500 00 4,500 00 43 ,000 00 Iron Mountain R. R., of Memphis ___________________________________ _ 

Kansas City. Memphis R. R., & Bridge Co __________________________ _ 
267 ,190 00 99.255 00 366 ,445 00 
679,000 00 80,565 00 759,565 00 

Kansas City, Fort Scott & Memphis ________________________________ _ 573,250 00 561,034 00 1,134.284 00 
Kansas City, Memphis & Birmingham ______________________________ _ 602,000 00 94,882 00 696,882 00 L. & N. R. R.-Memphis Division __________________________________ _ 
L. &N. R. R.-Memphis Division-Bch. Line (Leewood N.) ________ _ 
Chicago, St. Louis & N. O.-Louisville Division ____________________ _ 
Chicago. St. Louis & N. O.-Memphis Division _____________________ _ 
Chicago, St. Louis & N. O.-Memphis & State ___________________ ~ __ _ 

1 'o~~:m ~~ ______ ~~~~~~~-~~ 1 ,2~~:m ~~ 
2,134,769 59 249,825 00 2,384,594 59 

290.71836 1,933,26700 2,223,98536 
1 ,484,438 40 678,236 00 2,162,674 40 



~~.c~~~i~~ :t.>~~.~. ~._~.~:~~~_~_~~~5:~~~~~~~~1~: .. _-:~~:::::::::: \ ______ ~~: :~~~ _~ 2~~:~ : 
Memphis Union Station_ _ _ __ _____ _ _ _ _ __ _______ _____ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 190 ,800 00 I ,692,690 00 
N. C .• St. L. Ry.-Paducah-Memphis Branch __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 383,579 3.1 209,286 S" 
Private Car Companies_____ __ ______ _________ __ _ _ _ __ __ ___ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ 150,835 37 _______________ _ 
Rock bland Memphis Terminal Co_ _______ ___ __ __ __ ____ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 497,476 00 394 ,450 00 
Southern Ry.-Broadway. Memphis__ ___ ____ _ ________ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___ _ __ 58,520 00 _______________ _ 
Southern Ry.-Memphis Branch _________________________________ ._ _ _ 807,680 00 645,790 00 
l'nion Ry. Co___ ____________ _________ ____ ____ _ _ __ _____ ___ _ ___ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 783,805 00 144 ,850 00 (d) 
Southeastern ElCpress Co_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 832 92 13 ,028 00 

569,IM 00 
69,000 00 

I ,883 ,490 00 
592,86587 
ISO,835 37 
891,92600 
58,52000 

1,"53,47000 
928,655 00 

13 ,860 92 

Railroad TotaL ________________________________________________ _ 
11,946,136 72 7 ,499 ,03" 0.. 19 ,445 ,170 76 

American Tel. • Tel. Co ___________________________________________ _ 
American District Tel. Co. of Memphis _____________________________ _ 
Binghampton Light. Power Co ____________________________________ _ 
Cumberland Tel. Co ________________________________________________ _ 
Memphis. Lake View Ry. Co ______________________________________ _ 
Memphis Street Ry. Co ____________________________________________ _ 
Memphis Power. Light Co ________________________________________ _ 
Millington Light. Water Co ______________________________________ _ 
South Memphis Light. Traction Co ________________________________ _ 
Postal Tel. Co _____________________________________________________ _ 
Western Union Tel. Co _____________________________________________ _ 

40 ,859 84 5,015 00 60,000 00 _______________ _ 
________________ 51,SOO 00 

2 ,599,030 00 423,273 00 
86 ,500 00 I ,000 00 

6,901 ,907 00 I ,097,093 00 (b) 
________________ 7,999,00000 (c) 
__ _ _ _ _ _____ _ _ _ __ 6,500 00 
________________ 39,00000 

44 ,367 40 3 ,000 00 
123,21260 12,50000 

45,87484 
60,000 00 
SI,500 00 

3 ,022 ,303 00 
87,500 00 

7 ,999 ,000 00 
7,999,00000 

6,500 00 
39,00000 
47,36740 

135,712 60 

Utilities Total. ________________________________________________ _ 9,855,876 84 9,637,881 00 19,493,757 84 

Grand Total ___________________________________________________ _ 
21,802,01356 17,136,91504 38,938,92860 

Scott County-
Cin., N. 0 .• T. P ______________________________ :___________________ 1,979,59770 20,10500 1,999,70270 
Private Car Companies______________________________________________ 30,64706 ________________ 30,64706 

(a) Assessed at $2,386,900 00 by the Commission. Enjoined from certifying in excess of above amount. 
(b) Assessed at SII ,924,399 45 by the Commission. Enjoined from certifying in excess of above amount. 
(e) Assessed at S10.360,731 00 by the Commission. Enjoined from certifying in excess of above amount. 
(d) Assessed at SI ,411 ,500 00 by the Commission. Enjoined from certifying in excess of above amount. 



TABLE VIII-Continued. 
Tabular Statement Showing the Assessed Value for Taxation by Counties of all Property of 

Railroads and Public Utilities ~ Tennessee for the years 1923-1924. 

NAME OF COUNTIES RAILROADS AND PUBLIC UTILITIES I Distributable I Localized 
, • Property Property 

Total 
Property 

Scott County-Cont'd. Oneida & Western ___________________________________________________ ,. 98,00000 $ 
874 17 

225,00000 

23,425 00 $ 
50 00 

2,85800 

121,425 00 
924 17 

227,85800 

Southeastern Express Co ___________________________________________ _ 
Tenn., R. R., Co ___________________________________________________ _ 

Railroad TotaL _______________________________________________ _ 2,334,118 93 46,43800 2,380,55693 

American Tel. Co __________________________________________________ _ 19,22224 ________________ 19,22224 
Central Tel. Co ____________________________________________________ _ 
Western Union Tel. Co _____________________________________________ _ 

.4,020 00 ________________ 4,020 00 
19,421 48 ________________ 19,42148 

Utilities TotaL_________________________________________________ 42,663 72 ________________ 42,663 72 

I-----------I~---------I-----------Grand TotaL _____________________________________ ,______________ 2,376,78265 46,43800 2,423,22065 

Sequatchie County-
American Ry. Express Co___________________________________________ .45870 10200 56070 
N. C. & St. L.-SequatchieVa\1ey Division___________________________ 139,74156 3,49455 143,23611 

1------------1------------1------------
Railroad TotaL________________________________________________ 140,20026 3,59655 143,79681 

Cumberland Tel. Co _______________________________________________ : 2,80000 ________________ 2,80000 
Gainesboro Tel. Co_________________________________________________ 250 00 ________________ 25000 
Tenn., Electic Power Co ________________________________ ~___________ 304,38000 ________________ 304,38000 

I-----------I----------I-~--------
Utilities TotaL_________________________________________________ 307,43000 307,43000 

Grand TotaL__________________________________________________ 447,63026 3,59655 451,22681 



Sevier County-
Am~ri('an Ry., Express CO ... ________________ -- _______ -- - - -- -- - -- - - __ -

$ 607 86, ~o 00$ 657 86 
Knoxvill~Carolina-East~m Division ______________________ - ___ - _____ _ 124,600 00 1,450 00 126,05000 
l.ittl~ River Lbr., Co., R.R __ ... ____________________________________ _ 
Pigeon River R. R ___________________________________ - _ -. - _____ - ___ _ 45,000 00 --------j;98S-0C 45,00000 

25,000 00 28,985 00 

Railroad Total. ______________ . ______________ -_____________ -___ _ 195,20786 5,485 00 200,692 86 

Cumberland T~I. Co._. ___________________________ - __________ -______ _ 2,520 00 ..... -.. --- ... -------~ 2.52000 Peoples Tel&: T~1. Co ______________________________________________ _ 
c;evlervill~ Ligbt a: Pow~r Co __ .. _______________ -_ -. -_____ - ____ - - ___ _ 

4,59000 3,394 00 7,984 00 
-_ ... _------------ 19,000 00 19,00000 

Utilities TotaL ____________________ - _________ - - ---- - -- ----. -- - __ 7,110 00 22,39400 29,504 00 
Grand TotaL _____________________ -___ -- -. - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - ---- 202,317 86 27,879 00 230,196 86 

Smith County-
Private Car Companies _________________________ -_ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -__ 21,991 10 ..... -------------- 21,991 10 
Southeastern Express Co ______________________ - - - - - --- -- - - - -- - - - - __ _ 
Tenn. Central-Eastern Division_" _________ . ________________ - --- - ___ _ 

872 85 8900 961 85 
190,000 00 7,995 00 197,995 00 

Tenn. Central-Carthage Division _________________ - ---- - - -- -- --- ___ _ 37,75000 ---------------- 37,75000 

Railroad Total ______________________ - - - -- - - -- - - - - - -- - - - - - - - -- - __ 250,613 95 8,084 00 258;697 95 

Cumberland Tel. Co _________________ . ______________ - ___ -- - - - - -- - ___ _ 37,96000 219 00 38,179 00 
Gainesboro Tel. Co _____________________ - --- - ---- - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - --__ 2,90000 1,08000 3,980 00 
Gordonsville Light & Power Co _____________________________ - - -- ____ _ 

---------------- 2,000 00 2,000 00 
Smith County Electric Co ____________________ -_ -- -- -- - --- -- -- - - -___ _ 
Western Union Telegraph Co ________________ - -.. _ - _ .. --- -- - ---- - ___ _ 

16,200 00 15,066 24 31,266 24 
6,185 96 ---------------- 6,185 96 

Utilities TotaL _________________________ - ____ -- ------ - ------ ___ _ 63,245 96 18,365 24 81,611 20 
Grand Total. _____________________ -- ___ - -- - -- -- -- -- - - -- -- -- - ---_ 313,859 91 26,449 24 340,309 15 

Stewart County-American Railway Express Co ___________________________ - -- ________ _ 158 07 100 00 258 07 
L. & N. R. R.-Memphis Division __________________________________ ~ 186,810 00 4,12500 190,93500 



TABLE VIII-Continued. 
Tabular Statement Showing the Assessed Value for Tazation by Counties of all Property of 

Railroads and Public UtiUtieB in Tennessee for the years 1923-1924. 

NAME OF COUNTIES RAILROADS AND' PUBLIC UTILITIES .1 Distributable I Localized , . Property Property 
Total 

Property 

Stewart County-Cont'd. 
Private Car Companies______________________________________________ $ 5,551 43 

1-----------1----------1-----------Railroad TotaL ________________________________ .________________ 192,51950 $ 4,22500 196,74450 

Christian-Todd Tel. Co_____________________________________________ 5,050 00 600 00 5.,650 00 
'Cumberland Telephone Co___________________________________________ 2,940 00 ________________ 2/94000 
Western Union Telegraph Co________________________________________ 2,280 04 ________________ 2,28004 

1---------1----------1---------
Utilities TotaL________________________________________________ 10,27004 600 00 10,87004 

Grand Total ___________________________________________________ _ 
202,78954 4,82500 207,61454 

Sullivan County-
Carolina, Clinchfield & Ohio R. R. Co_______________________________ 1,327,69000 78,40000 1,406,09000 
American Railway Express Co _______________ , ________________________ " • 481 80 1,30000 1,781 80 
Private Car Companies______________________________________________ 20,70925 ________________ 20,70925 
Southery Ry.-Appalachia-Main ____________________________________ 603,84000 9,16000, 613,00000 
Southern Ry.-Main Line Proper _ _ _____________ ____ ______ ____ _______ 1,116,875 00 15,895 00 1,132,770 00 
Southeastern Express Co____________________________________________ . 1,21242 . 3000 1,24242 

1---------1----------1----------
Railroad TotaL_________________________________________________ 3,070,80847 104,78500 3,175,59347 

Bluff City Electric Light & Power Co________________________________ ________________ 2,000 00 2,000 00 
Bristol Gas & Electric Co___________________________________________ ________________ 273,500 00 273,500 00 
Cumberland Telephone Co___________________________________________ 11,76000 ________________ 11,76000 
Holston Telephone Co_______________________________________________ 4,71000 1,50000 6,21000 
Inter-Mountain Telephone Co________________________________________ 102,239 60 ________________ 102,239 60 



Klnl5port Utilities Co _____________________________________________ _ .. -- -_ ...................... 547,500 00 547,500 00 
Piney Flats Light 6: Power Co ______________________________________ _ 

---------------- 500 00 500 00 Watauga Power Co _________________________________________________ _ \11,840 00 2,084 00 \13,924 00 
Western Union Telegraph Co _______________________________________ _ 17,659 60 ............................ _ .. 17,659 60 

Utilities TotaL ________________________________________________ _ 248,209 20 827,084 00 1,075,293 20 

Grand TotaL __________________________________________________ _ 3,319,017 67 931,869 00 4,250,886 67 

Sumner County-American Railway Express Co ______________________________________ _ 2,053 26 264 00 2,317 26 L. lIE N. R. R.-Main Line __________________________________________ _ 2,817,360 00 48,510 00 2,865,87000 
L. lIE N. R. R.-Scottsville Division. _____________________ • __________ _ 506,200 00 5,42000 511 ,620 00 
L. lIE N. R. R.-Hartsville Division _____________________ . ____________ _ 40,440 00 ..... -------------- 40,440 00 Private Car Companies_ ... ______________ ~ __________________________ _ 38,869 51 ---------------- 38,869 51 

• Railroad Total ... _____________________ • ________________________ _ 3,404,922 77 54,19400 3,459, \16 77 
".... :e; Portland Electric Co .. _______________________ •• __ •• ____________ •••• _ ---------------- 6,000 00 6,000 00 
........ Union Traction Co ................................................................................................... .. 208,348 00 5,73000 214,078 00 

Cumberland Telephone Co_._ .. ______________ • ______________________ _ 169,130 00 16,00400 185,134 00 
Davidson Light lIE Power Co_ .. __ ._. _. _______ • _. _________ • __________ _ ---------------- 8,329 20 8,329 20 
Postal Telegraph Co __________ • _____ • ______________ ._ • _________ ._. __ 6,664 00 ---------------- 6,664 00 
Western Union Telegraph Co ________ ._. ____________________________ _ 25,231 40 ------------ .. --- 25,231 40 

Utilities Total. _._. ________________ • ___________________________ _ 409,373 40 36,063 20 445,436 60 

Grand Total.. _____ • ___________________________ • _______________ _ 3,814,296 17 90,257 20 3,904,553 37 

Tipton County-
American Railway Express Co. _____________________________________ • 879 78 40700 1,28678 
Chicago, St. L. lIE N. O.-Louisville ___ ._. ______ • __________ • ___ • _____ _ 2,229,024 33 54,03000 2,283,05433 
L. lIE N. R. R.-Memphis .. _________________________ • _____________ ._. 172 ,770 00 3,23000 176,000 00 
Private Car Companies .. _. ___ • ________ •• ___ •• ____ •• __ •• ________ • ___ • 30,89647 ---------------- 30,89647 

Railroad Total .. _. ______________ •• _. _ •• ____________________ • ___ _ 2,433,570 58 57,66700 2,491,23758 



TABLE VIII-Continued. 
Tabular Statement Showing the Assessed Value for Talation by Counties of all Property of 

Railroads and Public Utilities in Tennessee for the years 1923-1924. 

NAME OF COUNTIES RAILROADS AND PUBLIC UTILITIES I Distributable I Localized , Property Property 
Total 

Property 

Tipton County-Collt'd" 
American Telephone & Telegraph Co_________________________________ $ 3,35960 $ ______________ " 3,359 60 
Cumberland Telephone Co___________________________________________ 105,96000 2,307 00 108,267 00 
Postal Telegraph Co_ _ ________ __ _ _ __ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ __ __ _ _ _ _ _ ____ 24,150 00 ________ __ __ __ _ _ 24,150 00 
Western Union Telegraph Co: _____________________________ ~--------- 3,924 28 ________________ 3,924 28 

1---------1----------1--------
Utilities TotaL ____________________ ~ _____________________ ~______ 137,39388 2,30700 139,70088 

I----------I~---------I-----------Grand TotaL ____________ "_______________________________________ 2,570,964 46 59,974 00 2,630,938 46 

~ Trousdale County-
00 American Railway Express Co ______________________________________ _ 259 05 
'-" L. & N .. -Hartsville Division ___ .. ,;. _______ ~ __________________________ _ 94,20000 

" 5 00 

.. 2,190 00 
264 05 

96,39000 

94,459 05 2,195 00 Railroad TotaL __________________ ~----------------~------------- 96,654 05 

14 ,00000 121 00 
4,200 00 6,533 76 

Cumber~;lDd Telephone Co ________________________ ~__________________ 14,121 00 
Smith County Electric Co~__________________________________________ 10,73376 

1----------1----------1-----------
18,20000 6,654 76 Utilities TotaL _______ c_________________________________________ 24,854 76 

1---------1----------1--------
112,65905 8,849 76 Grand TotaL___________________________________________________ 121,508 81 

Unicoi County-
American Railway Express Co_______________________________________ 550 11 85 00 635 11 
Carolina, Clinchfield & Ohio Ry_____________________________________ 1,516,97000 ________________ 1,516,97000 
Carolina, Clinchfield & O~io-Short Ry ____ ~ _________________________ 1-----8-02-0-01---14-8-,-18-5-00+-'-1-4-8-,9-8-7-0-0 

RailroadTotaL________________________________________________ 1,518,32211 148,27000 1,666.,59211 



Erwin F.lectric Licht" Power Co ...•.......•...•.........•.•........ 
Erwin Water Co •••.••.•••..•••••.....•.....................•...... 
Tennes5~~ Eastern Electric Co ••.••••••••.•.•.••••..••....•••.•.•.... 
Unicoi Tel~phone Co .•••••.•••.•...•.•...•.............•.•.........• 

Utilities Total: .....••••.•.•••••••...•..••...•.....•............ 

Grand Total. •.•.......•••••••••••••....•..•...........••....... 

Union County-
Southeastern Expres. Co ••••......••••••••.•.........•.•••..••••...• 
Southern Ry.-Middlesboro Division •••...•••.....•.•.•••••.•••••••.• 

Railroad Total ••••••••••••.•.••••.••.••. , ••.••.•••••.•.•••••••.• 

Cumberland Telephone Co ••••••••••...••••••••.•.•••••••••••••.•..•. 
Peoples Tel~phone Co •••••••••...•.....•••••••.••••••••••••••....••• 
Western Union Telecraph Co ••••...•...•••.••••••••••••..••••••..••. 

Utilities TotaL •••••••••••.•.•••...•.•....••••.•••••••.••.••...• 

Grand TotaL ••••••••.••••••••.....•.•.•.•.•......••••••.......• 

Warren County-
Am~rican Railway Express Co •••••.•.•••••.....•••.•.•..••.•......•• 
N. C. &: St. L. R. R.-McMinnville ••••••.. _._ •. _ .•. _ ........•••. _ ••• 
Nashville &: Atlantic R. R ••••••••••• _ •.. _ .•.•........•.• _ •• _. ______ _ 

Railroad TotaL. ____ ••••••.• _____ • __ ... _ ...••... _ •..• ____ •.. _ ... 

Collins River Telephone Co_ .•.•• _. _____ ._ .. ___ . _ .... _._ ._. __ ••. _. _._ 
Cumberland Telephone Co •• _._ •• _________ .• _ ..... _ ••. ______ • __ • __ .. _ 
Gainesboro Telephone Co ••••••• _ • __ ... _. _ •...... ___ •• _. ________ •. __ 
Van Buren Telephone Co_ ••••••••... _ •••...• _ •••• ___ .. _ ••. _ •.•. __ ..• 
Viola Telephone Co ••••••••••••••••••••••• _ ••••• _ ... _._. _. _ ••••••••• 
Wallinc Light &: Power Co •••.•••••.•.... _ ••••••••• _ •••...••• _ ...... . 

... __ ...... --_._-_ .. 

.... -... --_ .................. 
34.78800 
7.68000 

42.46800 

1 .560.790 II 

235 29 
99.82000 

100.055 29 

11.06000 
1.35000 
2.42420 

14,83420 

114,889 49 

815 10 
297,98129 

9,00000 

307,796 39 

490 00 
6,23000 

24,835 00 
5000 

1,48000 
.... __ ........ ----- ....... 

14.000 00 14.000 00 
50.02000 50.020 00 

-.. -....... ------_ .. _- 34.78800 
3.200 00 10.88000 

67.22000 109.68800 

215.49000 1.776.280 II 

2 00 237 29 
95000 100.77000 

95200 101.007 29 

.............. --_ .... __ ..... - 11.06000 

............. _--- ...... _-_ .. I .350 00 

............ -............ _-- .. 2.42420 

...................... __ ..... -- 14,83420 

952 00 115 ,841 49 

550 00 I ,365 10 
21,473 95 319,455 24 

.... _------_ ... _-_ .... 9,00000 

22,02395 329,820 34 

30000 790 00 
.... ---- .. ------- ... - 6,23000 

49000 25,325 00 
.... __ ......... -- .. -..... -- 50 00 
-_ ......... -..... ----- ..... 1,48000 

19,50000 19,50000 



TABLE VIII-Continued. 
Tabular Statement Showing the Assessed Value for Taxation by Counties of aU Property of 

Railroads and Public Utilities in Tennessee for the years 1923-1924. 

NAME OF COUNTIES RAILROADS AND PUBLIC UTILITIES I Distributable I Localized , • , Property Property 
Total 

Property 

Warren County-Cont'd. 
Tennessee Electric Power Co __________ ------------------------------ $ 397,860 00 $ 532,248 00 $ 930,10800 

I---------I----------I---~---Utilities TotaL_ __ _ _ ____ ___ _ __ __ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 430,945 00 552,538.00 983,483 00 
1---------1----------1--------{}rand Total ___________________ ;________________________________ 738,74139 574,56195 1,313,30334 

Van Buren County-' 
Nashville & Atlantic R. R___________________________________________ 12,000 00 ________________ 12,00000 

I----------I----------I---------~ Railroad TotaL_________________________________________________ 12,000 00 ________________ 12,000 00 

Tennessee Electric Power Co________________________________________ 407,89200 109,31200 517,20400 
Van Buren Telephone Co____________________________________________ 45000 ________________ 450 00 

1---------1----------1--------Utilities TotaL _________________________________________________ , 408,342 00 109,312 00 517,65400 

1----------1----------1-----------
{}rand Total____________________________________________________ 420,34200 109,31200 529,65400 

Washington County-
American Ry. Express Co___________________________________________ 61908 1,977 00 2,59608 
Carolina, Clinchfield & Ohio________________________________________ 1,707,16000 25,10500 1,732,86500 
Carolina, Clinchfield & Ohio-Short Route____________________________ 748 00 ________________ 748 00 
East Tennessee & Western-No C. R. R .. ____________________________ 50,00000 16,20000 66,20000 
Private Car Companies ____________________ ~ _______________ ~________ ' 26,886 48 ________________ 26,88648 
Southeastern Express Co____________________________________________ 76560 1,60200 2,36760 
Southern Ry.-Embreeville Division ________________________________ 207,00000 470 00 207,47000 
Southern Ry.-Main Line___________________________________________ 1,450,00000 60,57500 1,510,57500 

1---------1---------·1---------
Railroad TotaL_________________________________________________ 3,443,179 16 106,52900 3,549,708 16 



-. 
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Inter Mountain Telephone Co •..........••..•.•.••••.•.•..••...••.• 
Cumberland Telephone Co •..••....••.•••••.•.•.......•......•..... 
Johnson City Traction Co •....•.•••.........•.....•...•..•......... 
Tennessee Eastem Electric Co .•.•••••.•••.•••••..••...•....•....... 
Washington County Gas Co ..•....••••....•...•.•.•................ 
Westem Union Telegraph Co ••....•••.....•................•....... 

Utilities Total •••.•••.•.••....••••••.••••..•.•••................. 

Grand TotaL •.....•...•....••...............••.•..••............ 

Wayne County-
American R y. Express Co .•...•.•...•.....•••..•.•..•.••..•.•...... 
Louisville a: Nashville-Nashville, Florence a: Sheffield •.....•••.... 
N. C IIr St. L. Ry.-Centreville Division ••••••.•••••.•••.•.......•. 
Tennessee Western R. R. Co ••••••...•.•.••••••••••••...•..••••..... 

Railroad TotaL ••••.•....••......•..••...............•••...... 

:::; Williamson County-
American Ry. Express Co •.•.••••.••..•..............••••••••...... 
L.a: N. R. R.-Nashville-Decatur .•••••••••..••....•••.•••.•••••.. 
L.a: N. R. R.-Lewisburg •.....••...••..•••.......•.••••••••....•.. 
Middle Tennessee R. R ......•.•.........•.......••••••••••......... 
Private Car Companies •.....•.................•.••..•.•••••••...... 

Railroad Total ...••••••...............••••..•••••••••.•••..•... 

Nashville Interurban ....•........................•..•.............. 
American Telephone Co ...............•............................ 
Cumberland Telephone Co ...•....•....•....•....................... 
Harpeth Electric Light I: Power Co ...•....•...............•....... 
Postal Telegraph Co ..••.•..•••.........••.......•..••...•••....••. 
Western Union Telegraph Co •...•••.•...••.......• , .•.....•.•.•.... 

Utilities TotaL ... "'.' .. " ...........................•......•• 

: 
· 

· 

· 

· 
· 

· 

· 
· 
· 
· 

· 

· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 

· 

Grand TotaL ........•...•••.........................•.•....•... 

63,480 00: •••••••...•••.•• 
17,MO 00 ----- ... ----------

153,890 00 10,11000 
514,7a. 00 211,496 00 

-----------.---- 108,500 00 
19,607 80 --- ---------_ .. _-

769,321 80 330,106 00 

4,212,500 96 436,635 00 

3003 700 
2,640 00 .. -------_ ... _-----
7,342 97 961 10 

145,740 00 _ ... --------------
155,75300 968 10 

1,45035 238 00 
1,156,100 00 20,885 00 

928,665 00 21,75000 
81,500 00 42000 
50,933 96 ----------------

2,218,649 31 43,293 00 

222,582 80 8,600 00 
19,180 80 1,18000 

174,790 00 2,669 00 
---------------- 35,530 00 

12,880 00 .. -----_ ... --------
20,068 16 ----------------

449,501 76 47,979 00 

2 668 151 07 91 272 00 

63,48000 
17,64000 

IM,OOO 00 
726,200 00 
108,500 00 
19,607 80 

1,099,427 80 

4,M9, \35 96 

37 03 
2,640 00 
8,3a. 07 

145,740 00 

156,721 10 

1,688 35 
1,176,98500 

950,415 00 
81,92000 
50,933 96 

2,261,942 31 

231,182 80 
20,360 80 

177,45900 
35,53000 
12,880 00 
20,068 16 

497,48076 

2 759 423 07 



TABLE No. VIII-Continued. 

Tabular Statement Showing the Assessed Value for Taxation by Counties of all Property of 
Railroads and Public Utilities in Tennessee for the years 1923-1924. 

NAME OF COUNTIES, RAILROADS.AND PUBLIC UTILITIES. 

Cumberland Power Co ____________________ c ________________________ _ 

Gainesboro Telephone Co __________________________________________ _ 

I Di~tributable I Property 

127,021 44 

2,401,959 99 

1,19691 
437,56201 

438,758 92 

22,500 00 
7,877 50 

Localized 
Property 

1,649 00 

35,694 51 

71 00 
30,461 64 

30,532 64 

14,000 00 
1,680 00 

Total 
Property 



Sparta Water Co............................................... ..... ................ 11,500 00 11,500 00 
Tennessee Electric: Power Co........................................ ....•........... 620,409 00 620,409 00 

I----------·I---------~----------Utilities Total... ..•. .............. ............................. 30,377 50 647,589 00 677 ,966 50 
I----------·I---------~----------Grand Total.................................................... 469,13642 678,121 M 1,147,25806 

Wilson Count)"--
American Ry. ExpressCo........................................... 564 96 1,015 00 1,57996 
N. C. at St. L.-t-ebanon Br............. ......••.................... 172,113 35 13,515 72 185,62907 
Private Car Companies.............................................. 42,35809................ 42,35809 
Tennessee Central-Eastern......................................... 365,500 00 6,51000 372,01000 
Southeastern Express Co............................................ 1,206 IS 25200 1,458 15 

1----------11----------1 
Railroad Total.................................................. 581,742 55 21,292 72 603,035 27 

Cumberland Telephone Co........................................... 176,99000 2,002 00 178,99200 
Cumberland PowerCo ••••.............................•.•... __ ..... 21,75000................ 21,75000 
South Ky., Power Co............................................... 10,23000 3,72300 13,95300 
Western Union Telerraph Co........................................ 8,63260................ 8,63260 

1------------·1------------1------------
Utilities Total.................................................. 217,60260 5,72500 223,32760 

Grand TotaL................................................... 799,345 15 27,017 72 826,362 87 
Total Value of Utilities in State ..................... S 90,195,932 30 
Total Value of Railroads in State .................... S 165,380,554 63 

Total Value of Property in State .....................• 255,576,486 93 
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PREFATORY. 

Thill illsue of the General Tax Law as amended is intended 
tn include excerpts from all Michigan Supreme Court deci
!!inns that relate thereto or to similar provisions in tne enact
ments that preceded it; reference to the principal statutes 
that are to be considered by assessing and collecting officers, 
including a synopsis of the provisions of general acts govern
ing cities of the fourth class and villages, and of the school, 
drain and highway laws; extracts from some of the more di
rectly applicable writings on taxation, a table of cases, 
authorities and statutes referred to herein, and some practi
cal notes that may assist those who are charged with the 
execution of the law. 

All references to sections of the. General Tax Law refer to 
the notes to the sections as well as to the sections themselves, 
and may be intended to refer to either or both. 

Cases having a direct bearing on the general laws or the 
particular statutes referred to herein, but not applicable to 
any question liable to arise under the general tax law, are not 
im·luded herein. On the other hand many cases are cited that 
are not tax cases, but some enunciation therein has direct 
bl'aring on the general tax law. 

In considering decisions quoted herein it will be remem· 
bered that they have been rendered under successive tax laws, 
and many which will very generally be recognized as affecting 
the principles involved in the present law should not be con
sidered as having direct and complete application to the sec
tions ,,"here they are found. The earlier decisions held taxes 
and sales void for many irregularities that would void neither 
taxes nor sales under the policy of the present law; yet these 
same irregularities, if practiced now, might and frequently do 
occasion expensive litigation and the elimination of a very 
considerable part of the taxes assessed, either on the hearing 
of the Auditor General's petition for decree of sale, or in ac
tions brought earlier. For this reason, while it should not be 
considered that tax sales under the present law can be 
set aside for defects or irregularities that do not prejudice 
property rights, yet it is as important that the letter and 
spirit of the law should be carefully observed as it was when 
f'\"ery minor departure from the exact performance of the 
letter of the law might be made the subject of contest, even 
years after the sale of the land. 

AU objections other than those that are jurisdictional are 
now foreclosed by the decree, and decisions holding otherwise 
will be found to ha,"e been rendered under laws in force prior 
to those of 1889 and 1893. This should be remembered in 
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considering the cases quoted or referred to, and that non· 
jurisdictional objections cannot now be raised successfully 
after decree. 

The numbers in parenthesis ( ) refer to sections in Com·. 
piled Laws of 1915. , 

The cases cited include the 224th Michigan report and in· 
clude all cases deci~ed prior to January 1st, 1924. 



TABLE OF CASES, AUTHORITIES 

AND STATUTES 



TABLE OF CASES, AUTHORITIES -AND STATUTES 

Act 206 of 1893, approved June 1, 1893, was ordered to take effect 
June 12, 1893. . 

The original act contained 137 sections. 
Sections added, amended, repealed and when in effect. 

Section. Act. Year. In effect. 

7 Amended .............•..... 44 1901 Sept. 5, 1901 
7 Amended: ................. 309 1909 Sept. 1, 1909 
7 Amended .................. 174 1911 Aug. 1,1911 
7 Amended .................. 331 1919 Aug. 14, 1919 
8 Amended .................. 8 1917 Aug. 10,1917 
8 Amended .................. 297 1921 Aug. 18, 1921 
9 Amended .................. 25 1895 Mar. 20, 1895 1m. effect. 
9 Amended .................. 309 1909 . Sept. 1, 1909 
9 Amended .................. 297 1921 Aug. 18, 1921 

11 Amended .................. 229 1895 May 31, 1895 1m. effect. 
11 Amended .................. 235 1903 Sept. 17, 1903 
14 Amended .................. 32 1899 April 8, 1899 1m. effect. 
14 Amended .................. 129 1907 Sept. 28, 1907 
14 Amended .................. 182 1911 Aug. 1,1911 
14 Amended .................. 163 1923 Aug. 30, 1923 
15 Amended .................. 214 1921 Aug. 18, 1921 
18 Amended .................. 239 1899 Sept. 23, 1899 
21 Amended .................. 154 1899 June 23, 1899 1m. effect. 
22 Amended .................. 154 1899 June 23, 1899 1m. effect. 
24 Amended ................... 262 1899 Sept. 23, 1899 
24 Amended .................. 326 1907 Sept. 28, 1907 
25 Amended .................. 131 1915 Aug. 24, 1915 
28 Amended .................. '129 1901 Sept. 5, 1901 
29 Amended .........•......... 326 1907 Sept. 28, 1907 
30 Amended .................. 326 1907 Sept. 28, 1907 
34 Amended .................. 292 1909 Sept. 1, 1909 
34 Amended .................. 201 1913 Aug. 14, 1913 
34 Amended .................. 380 1921 Aug. 18, 1921 
35 Amended .................. 5 1915 Aug. 24, 1915 
37 Amended .................. 292 1909 Sept. 1, 1909 
37 Amended .................. 201 1913 Aug. 14, 1913 
37a Added .................... 201 1913 Aug. 14, 1913 
41 Amended .................. 262 1899 Sept. 23, 1899 
42 Amended .................. 261 1897 Aug. 30, 1897 
43 Amended .................. 28 1903 Sept. 17,1903 
43 ·Amended .................. 156 1911 Aug. 1,1911 
43a Added, .................... 1 1917 Aug. 10,1917 
44 Amended ................... 187 1915 Aug. 24, 1915 
44a Added ..................... 187 1915 Aug. 24, 1915 
47 Amended .................. 229 1895 May 31, 1895 1m. effect. 
47 Amended .................. 215 1899 Sept. 23, 1899 
53 Amended .................. 130 1901 Sept. 5, 1901 
53 Amended .................. 76 1913 Aug. 14, 1913 
54 Amended ........... : ...... 225 1897 May 29, 1897 1m. effect. 
54 Amended ................... 193 1901 Sept. 5,1901 
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Section. Act. Year. In effect. 

57 Amended .................. 225 1897 May 29,1897 1m. effect. 
58 Amended .................. 213 1905 Sept. 16,1905 
58 Amended .................. 76 1913 Aug. 14, 1913 
58 Amended .................. 320 1917 Aug. 10,1917 
59 Amended .................. 262 1899 Sept. 23, 1899 
59 Amended .................. 129 1921 Aug. 18, 1921 
61 Amended .................. 225 1897 May 29, 1897 1m. effect. 
61 Amended .................. 262 1899 Sept. 23, 1899 
61& Added .................... 234 1905 Sept. 16, 1905 
61& Amended .................. 52 1913 Aug. 14, 1913 
6~ Amended .................. 154 1895 Aug. 30, 1895 
62 Amended .................. 225 1897 May 29, 1897 1m. effect. 
62 Amended .................. ·262 1899 Sept. 23, 1899 
63 Amended .................. 225 1897 May 29,1897 1m. effect. 
65 Amended .................. 72 1913 Aug. 14, 1913 
65 Amended .................. 56 1921 Aug. 18, 1921 
66 Amended .................. 162 1895 Aug. 30, 1895 
66 Amended .................. 31 1 99 April 6, 1899 1m. effect. 
66 Amended .................. 264 18119 Sept. 23, 1899 
67 Amended .................. 262 1899 Sept. 23, 1899 
70 Amended .................. 225 1897 May 29, 1897 1m. effect. 
70 Amended ................... 262 1899 Sept. 23, 1899 
71 Amended .................. 154 1895 Aug. 30, 1895 
71 Amended .................. 225 1897 May 29, 1897 1m. effect. 
73 Amended .................. 154 1895 Aug. 30, 1895 
73 Amended .................. 262 1899 Sept. 23, 1899 
73a Added .................... 58 1907 Sept. 28, 1907 
74 Amended .................. 154 1895 Aug. 30, 1895 
74 Amended .................. 225 1897 May 29, 1897 1m. effect. 
74 Amended .................. 262 1899 Sept. 23, 1899 
74 Amended .................. 320 1917 Aug. 10,1917. 
78 Amended .................. 225 1897 May 29, 1897 1m. effect. 
78 Amended .................. 262 1899 Sept. 23, 1899 
79 Amended .................. 225 1897 May 29, 1897 1m. effect. 
79 Amended .................. 28 1919 Aug. 14, 1919 
81 Amended .................. 34 1907 April 3,1907 1m. effect. 
82 Amended .................. 34 1907 April 5, 1907 1m. effect. 
!!4 Amended .................. i54 1895 Aug. 30, 1895 
84 Amended .................. 262 1899 Sept. 23, 1899 
t44 Amended .................. 4 1915 Aug. 24, 1915 
M7 Amended .................. 154 1895 Aug. 30, 1895 
87 Amended .................. 224 1897 Aug. 30, 1897 
87 Amended .................. 83 1899 May 25, 1899 1m. effect. 
l'!9 Amended .................. 262 1899 Sept. 23, 1899 
M9 Amended ................... 129 1921 Aug. 18, 1921 
93 Repealed ................... 263 1921 Aug. 18, 1921 
94 Repealed ................... 263 1921 Aug. 18, 1921 
91'1 Amended .................. 154 1895 Aug. 30, 1895 
98 Amended .................. 262 1899 Sept. 23, 1899 
98 Amended .................. 80 1903 Sept. 17, 1903 
91'1& Added .................... 212 1905 Sept. 16, 1905 
gsa Amended .................. 19 1900 Sept. 1, 1909 

100J Amended ................... 262 1899 Sept. 23, 1899 
106 Amended ................... 154 1895 Aug. 30, 1895 
lOS Amended .................. 206 1897 Aug. 30, 1897 
111 Amended .................. 214 1897 Aug. 30, 1897 
113 Amended .................. 154 1895 Aug. 30, 1895 
120 Amended ........•......... 154 1895 Aug. 30, 1895 
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Section. Act. Year. In effect. 

120 Amended .................. 163 1923 Aug. 30, 1923 
122 Amended ................... 33 1913 Aug. 14, 1913 
124 Amended ................... 154 1895 Aug. 30, 1895 
127 Amended .................. 154 1895 Aug. 30, 1895 
127 Amended .................. 107 1899 June 8, 1899 1m:. effect. 
127 Amended ............. : .... 84 1903 Sept. 17, 1903 
127a Added ...................... 302 1917 Aug. 10,1917 
128 Amended .................. 107 1899 June 8,1899 1m. effect. 
130 Amended .................. 107 1899 June 8, 1899 1m. effect. 
130a Added ..................... 277 1923 Aug. 30, 1923 
130b Added .................... 277 1923 Aug. 30, 1923 
131 Amended .................. 240 1897 Aug. 30, 1897 
131 Amended .................. 107 '1899 June 8,1899 1m. effect. 
131 Amended .................. 141 1901 May 17,1901 1m. effect. 
131 Amended .................. 208 1915 Aug. 24, 1915 
133 Amended .................. 107 1899 June 8, 1899 1m. effect. 
133 Amended .................. 39 1901 April 4, 1901 1m. effect. 
135 Amended .................. 154 1895 Aug. 30, 1895 
138 Added .................... 169 1899 June 23, 1899 1m. effect. 
139 Added .................... 169 1899 June 23,1899 1m. effect. 
140 Added .................... 229 1897 Aug. 30, 1897 
140 Amended .................. 204 1899 Sept. 23, 1899 
140 Amended .................. 236 1903 June 18, 1903 1m. effect. 
140 Amended .................. 142 1905 May 25,1905 1m. effect. 
140 Amended .................. 270 1909 Sept. 1,1909 
141 Added.· .......... · ......... 229 1897 Aug. 30, 1897 
141 Amended ................... 204 1899 Sept. 23, 1899 
141 Amended .................. 236 1903 June 18, 1903 1m. effect. 
141 Amended ................... 226 1905 Sept. 16, 1905. 
141 Amended .................. 270 1909 Sept. I, 1909 
142 Added .................... 229 1897 Aug. 30, 1897 
142 Amended .•................. 83 1903 Sept. 17, 1903 
142 Amended ................•... 142 1905 May 25,1905 1m. effect. 
142a Added ...................•. 142 1905 May 25,1905 1m. effect. 
142a Amended .................. 246 1917 Aug. 10,1917 
143 Added .................... 229 1897 Aug. 30, 1897 
143 Amended .................. 128 1901 Sept. 5,1901 
144 Added .................... 97 1899 June I, 1899 1m. effect. 
144 Amended .................. 10 1911 Aug. 1,1911 
145 Added .................... 154 1899 June 23, 1899 1m. effect. 
145 Amended ................... 174 1901 May 27,1901 . 1m. effect. 
145 Amended .................. 281 1905 Sept. 16, 1905 
146 Added .................... 154 1899 June 23, 1899 1m. effect. 
146 Amended .................. 174 1901 May 27,1901 1m. effect. 
146 Amended .................. 281 1905 Sept. 16, 1905 
146 Amended .................. 17 1911 Aug .. 1,1911 
146 Amended .................. 260 1917 Aug. 10,1917 
147 Added .................... 154 1899 June 23,1899 1m. effect. 
147 Amended .................. 281 1905 Sept. 16,1905 
148 Added .............. , ..... 154 1899 June 23, 1899 1m. effect. 
148 Amended .................. 281 1905 Sept. 16, 1905 
.148 Amended .................. 17 1911 Aug. 1,1911 
148 Amended .................. 153 1913 .Aug-. 14, 1913 
148 Amended ................... 138 1915 Aug. 24, 1915 
149 Added .................... 154 1899 June 23, 1899 1m. effect. 
149 Amended· .................. 281 1905 Sept. 16, 1905 
150 Added .................... 154 1899 June 23, 1899 1m. effect. 
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Section. Act. Year. In effect. 

1"',0 Amended ..........•........ 281 1905 Sept. 16. 190.5 
1;,0 Am.,nded .................. 153 1913 Aug. 14. 1913 
151 Add.,d .................... 154 1899 June 23. 1899 1m. effect. 
151 Am.,nded .................. 153 1913 Aug. 14. 1913 
}.';2 Added .................... 154 ]899 June 23. 1899 1m. effect. 
152 Amended .................. 281 1905 Sept. 16. 1905 
152 Amended .................. 8 1909 Sept. 1. 1909 
1112 Amended .................. 17 1911 Aug. 1.1911 
152 Amended .................. 153 1913 Aug. 14. 1913 
152 Amended .................. 265 1921 Aug. 18. 1921 
1.');1 Added .................... 154 1899 June 23. 1899 1m. effect. 
153 Amended .................. 281 1905 Sept. 16. 1905 
lli3 Amended .................. 17 1911 Aug. 1.1911 
154 Added .................... ]54 1899 June 23. 1899 1m. effect. 
154 Amended .................. 281 1905 Sept. 16. 1905 
li15 Added .................... 46 1901 Sept. 5. 1901 
]56 Added .................... 46 1901 Sept. 5.1901 
157 Added .•................... 46 1901 Sept. 5. 1901 

Me. 140 W&8 added to the General Tax Law by Act 229 of 1897. Sections 138 and 
]39 are skipJW'd in numbering sections. as bills proposing sections so numbered failed 
to pass in 1897. 

8<'e note Page 1255. Vol. 1. Compiled Laws of 1897. 
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ACT 206 OF 1893. 

Acts Amending the Law and the Sections Amended. 
Act 25' of 1895. Sec. 9. 
Act 154 of 1895. Sec. 62-n~73~74-84-87~98-106-113~120-124-127~135. 
Act 162 of 1895. Sec. 66. 
Act 229 of 1895. Sec. 1147. 
Act 206 of 1897. Sec. 108. 
Act 214 of 1897. Sec. 111. 
Act 224 of 1897. Sec. 87. , 
Act 225 of 1897. Sec. 54-57~1~2-63~7r;J-71~74-78-79. 
Act 229 of 1897. Sec. 140-141-142-143. 
Act 240 of 1897. Sec. 131. 
Act 261 of 1897. Sec. 42. 
Act 31 of 1899. Sec. 66. 
Act 32 of 1899. Sec. 14. 
Act 83 of 1899. Sec. 87. 
Act 97 of 1899. Sec. 144. 
Act 107 of 1899. Sec. 127-128-130-131-133. 
Act 154 of 1899. Sec. 21-22-145-146-147-148-149-150-151-152-153-154. 
Act 169 of 1899. Sec. 138-139. 
Act 204 of 1899. Sec. 140-141. 
Act 215 of 1899. Sec. 47. 
Act 239 of 1899. Sec. 18. 
Act 262 of 1899. Sec. 2441-59~1~2-67-70-7~74-78-84-89-98-102. 
Act 264 of 1899. Sec. 66. ' 
Act 39 of 1901. Sec. 133. 
Act 44 of 1901. Sec. 7. 
Act 46 of 1901. Sec. 155-156-157. 
Act 128 of 1901. Sec. 143. 
Act 129 of 1901. Sec. 28. 
Act 130 of 1901. Sec. 53.' 
Act 141 of 1901. Sec. 131. 
Act 174 of 1901. Sec. 145-146. 
Act 193 of 1901. Sec. 54. 
Act 28 of 1903. Sec. 43. 
Act 80 of 1903. Sec. 98. 
Act 83 of 1903. Sec. 142. 
Act 84 of 1903. Sec. 127. 
Act 235 of 1903. Sec. 11. 
Act 236 of 1903. Sec. 140-141. 
Act 142 of 1905. Sec. 140-142-142a. 
Act 212 of 1905. Sec. 98a. 
Act 213 of 1905. Sec. 58. 
Act 226 of 1905. Sec. 141. 
Act 234 of 1905. Sec. 61a. , 
Act 281 of 1905. Sec. 145-146-147-148-149-150-152-153-154. 
Act 34 of 1907. Sec. 81-82. 
Act 58 of 1907. Sec. 73a. 
Act 129 of 1907. Sec. 14. 
Act 326 of 1907. Sec. 24-29-30. 
Act 8 of 1909. Sec. 152. 
Act 19 of 1909. Sec. 98a. 
Act 270 of 1909. Sec. 140-141. 
Act 292 of 1909. Sec. 34-37. 
Act 309 of 1909. Sec. 7-9. 
Act 10 of 1911. Sec. 144. 
Act 17 of 1911. Sec. 146-148-152-153. 
Act 156 of 1911. Sec. 43. 
Act 174 of 1911. Sec. 7. 
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Art 1"2 of 1911. See. .... 
Art 3.3 of 1913. &c. 122. 
Act 52 of 1913. ~. 61&. 
Act 72 of 1913. &>c. 65. 
Act 76 of 1913. Sec. 53-.'>8. 
Act 1.')3 of 1913. &>c. "'8-150-151-1,j2. 
Ad 201 of 1913. See. 34-37-37&. 
Act 4 of 191.'). Heel. 84. 
Art 5 of 191.'). Heel. 3.'). 
Art 131 of 191.'). See. 25. 
At't 138 of 1915. Sec. 148. 
Act 187 of 191!1. Sec. 44-«&. 
At't 20S of 1915: Sec. 131. 
Ad 1 of 1917. Sec. 43&. 
At't 8 of 1917. Sec. 8. 
At't 246 of 1917. Sec. 142&. 
At't 260 of 1917. Sec. 146. 
Ad 302 of 1917. Sec. 127&. 
At't 320 of 1917. Sec. 58-74. 
Act 28 of 1919. Sec. 79. 
Act 331 of 1919. &>c. 7. 
At't 56 of 1921. Sec. 65. 
Act 129 of 1921. Sec. 59-89. 
A('t 214 of 1921. See. 15. 
A('t 26.3 of 1921. Sec: 93-94. RRpe&loo. 
At't 26.') of 1921. Sec. 152. 
A('t 297 of 1921. Sec. 8-9. 
Art 3RO of Hl21. &>c. 34. 
A('t 16.3 of 192:1. flee. 14-120. 
A('t 277 of 1923. Sec. 130a-130b. 

11 

Total Acts. 
1895 4 
1897 7 
1899 12 
1901 9 
1903 6 
1905 6 
1907 4 
1909 5 
1911 5 
1913 6 
1915 6 
1917 6 
1919 2 
1921 7 
1923 2 

87 
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MAXIMS. 

The authority to tax Qeing fixed by the statutes must be 
strictly pursued.-Case v. Dean, 16 M. 12. 

Taxes and assessments must be laid on principles of justice 
and equality.-Clay v. Grand Rapids, 60 M. 451. 

Taxation for private purposes is unlawful.-Butler v. Sag
inaw Supervisors, 26 M. 22; Clee v. Sanders, 74 M. 692. 

Taxes cannot be levied to accumulate funds for the future. 
-Midland v. Roscommon, 39 M. 424. . 

In paying taxes the citizen contributes his just and ascer
tained share to the expenses of the government under which 
he lives.-BIack on Tax Titles 3. 

The state alone possesses the power to authorize the assess
ment and levy of taxes and to establish rules therefor. A 
local custom which is opposed to the general policy of the 
State on the subject to which it refers is not valid in law.
Tremble v. Crowell, 17 M. 493. . . 

A tax cannot be collected if not authorized by written law. 
-Folkerts v. Powers, 42 M. 283. 
, Without a valid assessment no subsequent step can have 

any color of validity.-Black on Tax Titles 89. 
The assessor cannot legislate. He has to do solely with ad

ministering the law. As an officer of the county or of minor 
municipalities, he should remember that the county is re
sponsible to the State for the regularity of taxes returned.
Auditor General v. Monroe Supervisors, ·36 M. 71. 

Every essential proceeding in a tax levy must be taken in 
conformity with the requireJpents of law, and must appear 
in some written and permanent form in the records of the 
bodies authorized to act upon them, a parol levy of taxes not 
being legally possible under our laws.-See Palmer v. Rich, 
12 M. 414; Moser v. White, 29 M. 60; Mills v. Township of 
Richland, 72 M: 100, etc. . 

It is not sufficient that assessment in its various stages be 
regular· in most things; it must be legal in all things.-See 

. Till.otson v. Webber, 96 M. 144. 
Statutes for the assessment and collection of taxes, as to 

what they require to be done for the protection of the tax 
payer, are mandatory and cannot be regarded as directory 
merely.-Clark v. Crane, 5 M. 151. 

The provisions of the tax law must be strictly construed 
where a departure from them would prejudice the owner of 
the property taxed.-Houghton County v. Auditor General, 
41 M. 28. 

Township officers cannot ignore common sens·e and ordinary 
experience in discharging their duties.-Medina v. Perkins, 
48 M. 67. 
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It is sometimes matter for serious regret that a court is 
compelled to declare a sale for taxes invalid where apparently 
no great injustice has been suffered; but when the necessity 
arises it is commonly because tax officers persistently disre
gard the limitations which are imposed by express statutes 
upon their authority.-Silsbee v. Stockle, 44 M. 561. 

E,'ery taxpayer is assumed to know the usual course taken 
to enforce payment directly, or in case of a return of delin
Iluent property.-Louden v. East Saginaw, 41 M. 18. 

Every owner of land is held to know the law. He knows 
that his land is subject to taxation; that he must pay his fair 
share of the public revenue and that if he fails to do so pro
ceedings will be taken under the law against his land, It is 
his duty, therefore, to watch the proceedings provided for by 
the statute for the foreclosure of the lien and interpose any 
objection he may have to the validity of the tax.-Cole v. 
Shelp, 98 M. 56. 

The policy of the law is that parties shall pay legal taxes 
(,"en though there may be some irregularity in demanding 
tlif'm, and that they shall complain to the courts of those er
rors only which may injure them.-Stockle v. Silsbee, 41 
:U.615. 

If parties interested in the land which is liable to taxation 
are diligent in attending to the duty imposed upon them by 
the law, no hardship will be done them.-Berkey v. Burchard, 
119 M. 101. 

Statutes are to be construed in the light of previous history 
and lIurrounding circumstances; and their language is not to 
be measured by mathematical rules merely, but is subject, in 
the nature of things, to numerous implied exceptions or quali
fications.-Kennedy v. Gies, 25 M. 83. 

The primary object of all interpretation of statutes is to 
ascertain the real intent of the legislature; and while this in
tent must be inferred from the language used, it is not the 
meaning of the particular words only in the abstract, or their 
IItrictly grammatical construction alone that is to govern, but 
they are to be applied to the subject matter and general scope 
and purpose of the whole act, and to be considered with some 
reference to the evil sought to be remedied, and in the. light of 
other statutell in pari materia, as well all the principles of the 
f'ommou law.-Whipple v. Judge Saginaw Circuit, 26 If. 341. 

13 
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OF THE 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 
1923 EDITION. 

BEING ACT tOG. PUBLIC ACTS OF 1898. WITH AMENDMENTS. 

AN ACT to provide for the assessment of property and the 
levy and collection of taxes thereon, and for the collection 
ot taxes heretotore and hereafter levied; making such taxes 
a lien on the lands taxed, establishing and continuing such Title. 
lien, providing tor the sale and conveyance of lands de
linquent tor taxes, and for the inspection and disposition 
ot lands bid orr to the State and not redeemed or purchased; 
and to repeal Act No. 200 of the Public Acts of 1891, and 
all other acts and parts ot acts in anywise contravening 
any ot the provisions of this act. 

Aet ~notltut1onaJ.-Toolan ... Loonear. 14' M. 55. 
Th. one object of the act I. to provide for collectlon of taxes aod multiple 

~~'::.~~rl::.~':eUt~o~::'r ogte:!:.~f I!. ~m:. tb8e. P~hi~~~~O -¥~eS~.!~~u~~o I ~'i 
~!::ed~~ ~:::Ie w~c~aJ~a~I,,~It._ 0~uo~0~:!:tl~tec:nln8t"1.orl!!'e'!:r:u~~!; 
Ollt In title eve". mean. Oeceu&r)' to """"",,pllsb the end. 8Ought.-eallagban v. 
Lhlpman. It III. 8... The purpose I. accomplished when the laW haa hut ooe 
"eoeral "bhect lalrl,. Indicated In thOli title. People v. Mabaoey, II M. 481. 495; 
:::l'~ YB., ~~u:;.::"'t.o~;I~:~1~8~·: S~:~~t:! ::·S~.: Ss:: :~~o 1~8~dlb'::;I~r..,:; 
01 .tatement that object I •• 180 to punish vlolato .. does not render provisions 
thuefor In .... lld.-lnour.nce Co. Y. Raymond. 10 M. 485. 

Tha <GRltilut/onal Inhibition aralnat double taxation appllel 001,. to double tax"," 
tloo b, thl. State. Wbere a tax law I. construed. It I. never to be presumed tbat a 
1 ... lllature Intended a double tall, If lucb conelOllon can be reasooably avolded.-
Stroh ... Cit, of Detroit, III M. 108. • 

SECTION 1. (3995 C. L. '15) The People of the State of Property 
Michigan emJct, That all property, real and personal, within ~~'ir nta 

the jurisdiction ot this State, not expressly exempted, shall be 0 • 

subject to taxation. 

Hloto" >-C. L. 'UT. IS24. 
The ..,.Iolalure .hall provide an uniform rule 01 tallatlon. ellcept on property 

pa,ln, opecltle tax.... and tall'" .hall be . levied on .ucb properl¥ as shall be 
preerrlbed br Iaw"..-.See, 11. Art. XIV. CooaUtut/on. A tas within tbe meanio. 
01 A rt' X I V II a charra lor public _. 

Jun.dletlon .. ~KteRllve with terrlto"..-.People ... Tyler • ., M. 1G1. IIU. 
TernlOlf Includee Iak ... and rI ....... within limite of State.-Id. 128-8. All property 
II .. Ithln the ta.lnr power uol_ desi,nedl,. put beyond It by tbe IOverelgn power 
of the SI.te.-aobertlon ... Comml .. loner State Land Office. " M. 174. The 
several eatat .. C!Ooatitutin. the lee to real propert' I. mineral lands must be 
.-ed ...... tber. "(l'ardlell of the number of the OWRera. An __ lRent 01 
mineral n;rhtl and the lee In one tax. aral ... t tbe land aa· a whole 111 valid.-
CUn)' Y. Lake Superior Iron Co., Itt M. ,.s. . . 
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For ex~mption9 specified in this act see Secs. 7 and 9. 
EXPRESSLY EXEMPTED BY OTHER ENACTMENTS: Military bounty land 

while held hy patentees or their heirs for three years after date of patent.
Ordinance of 1836, C. L. 'IS, p. 118 cannot be held to mean three years from 
location.-People ex rei. Throop v. Auditor General, 9 M. 134; Indian allotment 
I"nds allotted under act of Feb. 28, 1887, as amended 1891.---{;hap. 383 U. S. Stat. 
v. 24. Property of corporations exempt by reason of paying specific taxes.-See 
notes to Sub. 8, Sec. 7; shares in building and loan association, inc. under Act 
50 of 1887, and mortgages and other securities held by such association.-10011 
C. L. 'IS (does not include shares in similar associations of {lther states); prop
erty of agricultural societies inc. under Act 80 of 1855, when used solely for tbe 
purposes of tbeir incorporation.-See 7832 C. L. '15; for limitations; also Sub. 9, 
Sec. 7; certain properties of musical societies inc. under Act 128 of 1857.-10801 
C. L. '15; lands, etc:, of rural cemetery associations inc. under Act 12 of 1869.-
11160 e. s. C. L. 'IS; real property of bospitals or asylums inc. under Act 242 of 
1868.-10840 e. s. C. L. 'IS; property not exceeding in value of $100,000 of indus
trial and charitable schools inc. under Act 185 of 1867.-10882 e. s. C. L. 'IS; 
personal property of society. of marksmen inc. under Act 88 of 1869.-10123 C. L. 
'15; property of incorporations for cultivation of art inc. under Act S of 1885.-
10759 .e. s. C. L. 'IS; homes for aged, .etc. inc. under Act 52 of 1897.-10823 e. 8. 
C. L. 'IS; property of women's auxiliary association of University of Michigan.-
4191 C. L. '15; private hurial grounds.-11204 C. L. 'IS. All domestic corporationa 
now come within the provisions of Act 84 Public Acts of 1921. 

I 

OF REAL PROPERTY. 

SEC. 2 .. (3996) For the purpose of taxation real property 
shall include all lands within the State, and all buildings 
and fixtures thereon, and appurtenances thereto, except such 
as are expressly.exempted by law. . 

History :---{;. L. '97, 8825. . 
"Lands" and "]"eal estate" include all rights thereto and interests therein.

G4 C. L. 'IS. Includes standing timber.-Sovereign v. Ortman, 47 M. 181; Spald
ing v. Archibald, 52 M. 365; Williams v. Flood, 63 M. 487. And unsevered crops.
Coman v. Thompson, 47 M. 22; Knapp v. Wolverton, 47 M. 292; Preston v. Ryan, 
45 M. 174. 

Standing timber is assessable as realty, being an interest in the land.-Fletcher 
v. Township of Alcona, 72 M. 18; Williams v. Hyde. 98 M. 152. 

Where land has been conveyed and the standing timber reserved, such reserved 
interest may be assessed separately as, real estate.-Ward et aI. v. Echo Town
ship, 145 M. 56. But nursery stock, is assessable as personal property.-5ee Sub. 
14, Sec. 8. 

Where land is owned by one person and buildings thereon by another the two 
are to be separately assessed.---{;ooley on Taxation, 867. Private buildings on 
lnnds of the United States or this State are assessed as personal property.
Sub. 7, Sec. 14. So are buildings on leased lands.-5ub, 11, Sec. 8. 

"Such as are expressly. exempted by law" should be' understood as meaning not 
merely "e.:empted" from taxation, but also such buildings' and appurtenances as 
are expressly classified elsewhere in the general tax law as personal property.-5ee 
Subs. 10, 11, 12, 14 and 16, Sec. 8. For real estate exemptions see Sec. 7 and notes 
to Sec. 2. . ' 

Riparian rights of owners of lands abutting on water should he considered in 
the assessment 'of such lands and not assessed separately.-5ee cases cited in 
300m Co. v. Adams, 44 M. 404. Water power should be assessed with the land 
on which the power is obtained as a part of the realty. So with mineral deposits 
or Quarries and all that pertains to the land, consideration being given thereto 
in the determination of value.-5ee Sec. 27. 

Real estate owned by railroads or union depot companies and not actually 
occupied in the exercise of their franchises is liable to taxation.-8287 C. L. '15. 
See also 8964-7. 

The engines, boilers, dynamos and other machinery affixed to relator's land in 
a permanent manner is subject to municipal tax as a part of the real estate 
under the provisions of Sec. 2.-Detroit United Ry. v. Board of State Tax Com
missioners, 186 M. 06. 

Where double taxation results under a law not intended to impose a double 
tax, the act is not necessarily invalid by reason of double taxation; but where 
a law by its terms necessarily requires double taxation, the act must be so con
strued as to avoid double taxation or be declared invalid.-5troh v. City of 
Detroit, 181 M. 109. 

The legislature may exempt from taxation the stock of and mortgages held by 
building and loan associations. (citing Hall v. Burlingame, 88 M. 436, and Super
visors v. Auditor General, 65 M. 406) and Sec. 17 of the Building and Loan Act, 
Sec. 10011 C. L. '15, exempting from taxation shares held by members and mort
gages held by the association are expressly saved by the provisions of the General 
Tax Law of 1898.-National Loan & Investment Co. v. City of Detroit, 186 M. 451. 

Section 14 of Act 89, P. A. of 1887, authorizing the payment of a definite specific 
tax of corporations organized under the act, in place of an ad valorem tax at 
the option of the corporation, is not a delegation of legislative power and the 
provision is valid.-Beadle v. Arnot, 145 M. 416. , 

RIPARIAN RIGHTS: Any erection which can lawfully be made in the water 
within the limits of riparian rights belongs to the riparian. estate.-Ryan v. Brown, 
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18 M. IDe. Boundary betw .... n riparian rights Is detennined by extending 0. line 
from boundary at shor.. perpendicularly to the general course of the stream 
01,,,,,,,1100 Ihat polnl.-Clark v. Campau, 11 M, 125, Riparlao righla, unless expressly 
exempted, extend to tbe middl .. of the navigable cbannel, and cover any shallows 
or middle ground not Bhown In the government survey but lying between such 
channel and the .hore.-Fletcher Y. Thunder Bay Boom Co., 51 M. 277. As to 
riparian rights In the Great Lakes ...... Lincoln v. Davis. 58 M. 175. Title of 
riparian owner e,tend. to the middle line of the inland waters.-Webber v . 
•. Ik. P. M. Boom Co .. U M. 028; Grand Rapids Ice and Coal Co. v. South 
(;rand Rar,i<lS Ice !lnd Coal Co .• 102 M. 227. Owner of fro.etional divisions made 
"" "t· an n1and lake own. the aoil under the water of said lake which sbould be 
Induded within the subdivision If its lines were fullyextended.-Clute v. Fisher • 
• 5 M. 48. Wbere the government haa .urveyed Its lands along bank of river and 
hal HOld and conveyed thf'm by government subdivisions, patent conveys title to 
"II laland. Iylnr between the meander lines and the middle thread of the river. 
IInJeHl previoul to its I .. uance the government has surveyed such islands as 
Joveroment lubdlvlalon. or hOB expressly reserved them where not so surveyed.
Butler Y. Railway Co .• 85 M. 248. Where the government doe. not meander I'n 
1.land or Indicate an Intention to oet it apart. it passes as appurtenant to the 
grant of the land. on the .hore. and cannot at a subsequent time be .urveyed and 
..,Id a. an loland.-Church v. Co .... 121 M. 554. Grantee of land bounded by a 
",~andered river takes title to the middle thread of the main channel of the 
_Iream ond may maintain hi. right to a ao called "1.land" lying between .uch 
(·hann .. 1 and the main Innd. unl .... It appears that tbe government ever surveyed 
or Ir .. ated Ihe Intervenlnr land aa an Island.-Gough v. Cougle. 118 M. 807. 

Riparian owner. along the great lak ... own only to the meander line. and the 
title 10 land oul.lde the meander line, subject to the right of navigation, i8 held 
In lru.t by the Slate for tbe use of Its clUzens.-Kavanaugh v. Robier. 222 M. 88. 

SEC. 3. (3997) Real property shall be assessed in the Where and 
townllhip or place where situated, to the owner if known, and !~~~:.r 
ahlO to the occupant, if any; if the owner be not known, and 
there be an occupant, then to such occupant, and either or 
IlOth shall be liable for the taxes on said property, and if 
there be DO owner or occupant known, then as unknown. A 
trustee, guardian, executor, administrator, assignee or agent, 
having control or possession of real property, may be treated 
as the owner. The real property which belonged to a person 
deceased, Dot being in control of an executor or administra-
tor, may be assessed to his heirs or devisees jointly, without 
naming them, until they shall have given notice of theirre-
spective names to the supervisor, and of the division of the 
state. 

HI.tory :-C. L. '01. IBte. 
A .. _moont. Illouid be to the owner It known. If occupied and owner 'Is 

unknown then to the occupant, It any. If neither II known and only In luch 
('aH. 81U1e111ment ahould be .. "unknown." The owner Is the person having the 
I~gal title •• nd _oment .hould be to the true owner if he can be discovered. 
III drlermlnln. owneroblr,' aal!el8Oro are not bound to go behind the records; 
Rnd It tltle Is In lItlral on It I. not tor them to decide who il the owner.
IIlack on T.x Till.... 107. Land I. properly a ...... ed to one having title of 
r ...... rd.-Loud • SaRI Lumber Co. v. Hagar. 118 M. 452. It no one holds actual 
_oolon. the owner of the title ha. constructive _ession.-Ruggl... v. Sand •• 
40 M. Ill. One In _Ion ot land clalminr It aa his own. Is bound to pay 
Ihe ·tases ImP<l8ed upon It which become due during hi. po .. esslon.-Dubol. v. 
(·ampau. 1& M. leO. Tenanc, of any IOrt I. a .peel ... at tltle.-Van Doozer v. 
[Jayton. 65 M. 147. A life tenant should be ll88e .. ed a. owner during the con
tlnu.n .... of Ufe ... tote.-Jenk. v. Horton. 90 M. 18; Austin v. Hyndman. 119 M. 
115. It 18 the duly of tenants at land. tor lite to pay the t8:l .... --5mlth Y. Blind
bury. I. M. III. Where life tenant tall. to pay tax .... title pa .. ea to the pur-
~:::::-~'~~~In':~. '~~~n~n:rol rt.~a!~~.er-man" remedy Is agalnltowner of lite 

lJcc'up ..... , mlllht ronslot at eultivation and use wltbout actual residence 
or mia-ht be by lenant.-Cummlnll1l v. State Treasurer. 7 M. 888. To be an 
o«upant It I. not neceuary that he .hould bave his borne upon the prem
I_.-Twerd Y. Metcalt. , M. ITt. It a hu.baod haa the care and occupancy 
of the .. ife·. land It m.y be ."esoed to bim aa occupant; but If they live 
apart and the hUlband bal not the charlf<' or p088esslon at the land. it must 
be ............t to lhe wlfe~Black on Tax Tltl .... 100. Payment of tax ... in pr&
.IOUI ,earo under the &Ime conditlono may properly be ",mlldered In determln
Intf how prroon paylnr ....... rded his oocupancy.-Hood v. Judklnl. 81 M. IT5. 

ae.1 ... tote held b, a trUlt..... guardian. executor. administrator. "".Igoer or 
a..,nt lhould be &IOf'88ed In hi. name aa owner. but with the addition at the 
d ... t .... allon at hi. ftduclary eapadt,.-Black 00 Tax Till.... loa. A ...... ment to 
Male br name 10 rqul ... lent to _ .. ment to heln or devise ... without naming 
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them.-Dickinson, v. Reynolds, 48 M. 159. The designations "heirs" and "de
visees" or "legatees" should not be confounded. 

Land held by two or more tenants in common should be assessed to all 
jointly, or undivided interests to each severally.-See Sec .. 6.' An assessment 
of land in a township where it does not lie is void, although It was not assessed 
in the proper townshlp.-Taylor v. Youngs, 48 M. 268. 

A mortgage conveys no title to the mortgall'ee.-Hogsett v. Ellis, 17 M. 851: 
Wagar v. Stone, 86 M. 864. Assessment and subsequent proceedings to enforce 
payment of the taxes does, not estop the State from afterwards claiming lands 
as escheated Iands.-Crane v. Reeder, 25 M. 808. 

One cannot avoid taxation by the conveyance of his land to a third party, 
where the object of the conveyance is simply to avoid taxation and not to make 
a sale in good faith to the party taking the conveyance.-H. M. Loud & Sons 
I.umber Co. v. Elmer; 128 M. 61. 

The duty to pay taxes rests on a life tenant as between him and the remain
der-man.-Myers v. Myers, 186 M. 215. 

Taxes are properly cbargeable to the remainder-man where the property was 
llnproductive.-Poole v. Union Trust Co. 191 M. 162. 

A lease providing that the lessee should pay all taxes of every nature and 
kind whatsoever levied upon the premises does not include federal Income taxes.
Park Building Co. v. George P. Yost Fur Co., 208 M. 849. 

See Sees. 4. 5. 6, 7, 11, 24, 29, 89, 99. 

SEC. 4. (3998) All licensed homestead lands, the fee of 
which iii! in the State, when the licensee is entitled to make 
final proof. to obtain a patent for the same, shall be assessed 
and treated as real property. The interest in land of any per
son holding part ,paid certificates for the purchase ,of any 
State lands shall be assessed separate from 'other property. 
The assessment shall describe the land and shall state therein 
that the title is in the State. The taxes, if not paid to the 
township treasurer, shall be returned and collected as herein
after provided. 
, History:-C. L. '97, 8827. 

The interest acquired under part paid certificate of purchase of State lands 
is part of the individual property of the purchaser and is to be assessed as 
personalty, but separate from the general valuation of his personal property, 
and in the town where the land Jies.-Robertson v. Land Commissioner, " M. 
274. See Attorney General v. A. P. Cook Co,., 122 M. 453. 

The fact that an interest in land located with script for which no patent has 
been iss ned. is assessed as real property and not as personal property will not 
avoid a tax paid, the owner having the right to appear before the board of 
r~view and ask that the assessment be changed from real property to personalty. 
-McKinnon v. Powers, Auditor General, 130 M. 552. 

The county treasurer shall furnish lists of such lands and of the names of 
patentees and licensees to supervisors on or before April 10th.-Sec. 92. 

See Sec. 132: also 679 and 4188-8~, C. L. '15. " 

SEC. 5. (3999) The real property of a corporation shall 
be assessed to the name of the corporation as to an individual, 
if known, in the township or place where situated,or it may 
be assessed to the occupant or to any authorized agent if so 
requested of the supervisor. 
History~-C. L. '97, '8828. 
A corporation whose property is taxable stands on the same footing as an 

individual under our taxing laws.-Graham v. St. Joseph, 67 M. 052. 
A' corporation has its residence for taxation purposes at the place where its 

principal office is located.-City of Detroit v. Lothrop Estate, Ltd .. IS6 M. 265 • 

. SEC. 6. (4000) Undivided interests' in lands owned by 
tenants in common; not being co-partners, may be assessed to 
the ownersd;hereof, if so requested, and in the discretion of 
the supervisQr. 

ws:~n:;~~ek' t~:' ::~r;ided interests assessed to each must be specified. In 
assessing undivided interests the acreage should be given entire. For Instance, 
the acreage in assessing the undivided half of the N. 'As of N. E. *' would be 
80 acres, not 40. ' 

Where purchasers of undivided half of wild timber lands under a contract 
silent as to possession and payment of taxes, lumber the land and receive half 
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the benellt. of the lumtN.rlnr. they are liable for half of the taxes levied after the 
purcha"".-l'hompoon v. Noble. 108 M. 28. 

HUlband and wife are not tenanll in common of lands conveyed to them 
Jollltly.-FIMher v. Provln, U M. 841. 

REAL ES:rA:rE EXEMP:rIONS. 

SEC. 7. (4001) The following real property shall be ex
empt from taxation: 

First, All public property belonging to the United States; Public t 
Second, All public property belonging to the State of Michi- ~r~r:r y. 

gan, except licensed homestead lands, part paid lands held property. 
under certificates, and lands purchased at tax sales, and still 
beld by the State; 
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Third, Lands owned by any county, township, city, village Counly. elc. 
or school district and buildings thereon, used for public pur-
poses; , 

Fourth, Such real estate as shall be owned and occupied by Libraries, etc. 
library, benevolent, charitable, educational and scientific in-
I-Ututions, incorporated under the laws of this State, with . 
the buildings and other property thereon, while occupied by 
them solely for the purposes for which they were incorpo-
r-ated: Provided, That such exemption shall not apply to fra- Charitable 
tt-rnal or secret societies, but all charitable homes of such homes. 
Hocieties shall be exempt; 

Firth, All houses of public worship, with the land on which Houses of 
they stand, the furniture therein and all rights in the pews, ~':,~~~Ip. 
and also any parsonage owned by any religious society of this 
~tate and occupied as such; . 

Sixth, All lands used exclusively as burial grounds, and Burial 
the rights of burial therein, and the tombs and monuments grounds. 
therein, while reserved and in use (or that purpose: Pro-
vided, That the stock of any corporation owning such burial 
grounds shall not be exempt; . 

Seventh, The real and personal property of 'persons who, Poor persons. 
in the opinion of the supervisor and board of review, by rea-
son of poverty, are unable to contribute toward the public 
('hargel; 

Eighth, The real property of corporations exempt under the Co1"J?OratioDs ' 
lawl of this State, by reason of paying specific taxes in lieu :pa:dl~~ taxes. 
nf all other taxes for the support of the State: Provided, , 
That tracks, right of way, depot grounds and buildings, ma-
(:hine ShOPI, rolling stock, and all other property necessarily 
used in operating any railroad in this State belonging to any 
railroad company, shall henceforth remain exempt from taxa-
tion for any purpose, except that the same shall be subject to 
special assessments for local improvements in cities and vil-
lages, and all lands owned or claimed by any such railroad 
company not adjoining the tracks of such company, shall be 
subject to all taxes; 

Ninth, Property owned exclusively by the State agricultural Agricultural 
society or any county or district agricultural society, and aocielies. 
used by any such society exclusively for fair purpos/>s; 

Tenth, All land dedicated to the public and actually uled Parks. 
al a park, and any monument ground or any armory belong- ~~'::~~:'rit.. 
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-ing to any military organization, and not used for gain or any 
other purposes; 

Eleventh, All real estate to the value of one thousand dol
Jars used and owned as a homestead by any soldier or sailor 
of the federal government who served three months or more 
during the Spanish-American, Civil or Mexican war, and all 
real estate to the value of one thousand dollars used and 
owned as a homestead by any wife or widow of such soldier 
or sailor: Provided, however, That should such homestead 
exceed in value the sum of one thousand dollars, it shall be 
exempt only to the amount of such sum: Provided, further, 
That any soldier or sailor or the wife or widow of any such 
soldier or sailor desiring to accept the benefits named in this 
section as to the exemption from taxation shall annually 
make and file with the supervisor or assessing officer an 
affidavit stating under oath that he was a soldier or sailor of 
the federal government during the Civil, Mexican or Spanish
American war for a period of not less than three months, and 
in case it be the wife or widow of a soldier or sailor making 
such application, such at'fidavit must state that she is the 
wife or widow of a soldier or sailor of the federal govern
ment at the present time, who served not less than three 
months as such soldier or sailor during the Spanish-Ameri
can, Civil or Mexican war. The said affidavit shall be sworn 
to before said supervisor, assessing officer or any officer 
authorized to administer oath and then filed with the said 
officer in his office, where the same. shall be open to inspec
tion. Any person making a false affidavit in any particular 

, for the purpose of exemption from taxation shall be deemed 
to be guilty of the crime of perjury, and punished accordingly: 
Provided, however, That this exemption shall not operate. to 
relieve from the payment of taxes any of the persons herein
before enumerated who are the owners of taxable property of 
greater value than three. ~housand dollars. Whenever any tax 
roll is placed in the hands of a city, village or township 
treasurer for collection, and there are taxes assessed thereon 
against any property upon which exemption is claimed under 
this subdivision, it shall be the duty of such treasurer to 
prepare a statement showing all descriptions upon such roll 
upon which exemptions have been claimed and allowed under 
this subdivision, the names and addresses of the persons en
titled to such exemptions, the total amount of taxes, allowed 
for such exemptions, together with the amount of taxes as
sessed against such descriptions. Such treasurer shall then 
forward such statement to the Auditor General, upon receipt 

. of which it shall be the duty of the Auditor General to draw 
his warrant upon the State Treasurer for the total amount of 
taxes allowed as exempt hereunder as shown by such state
ment, and turn such warrant over to the State Treasurer, and 
the State Treasurer shall thereupon forward to such city, 
village or township treasurer, as the case may be, a .check for 
the amount of such warrant. All amounts so allowed shall 
be paid frqm the general fund in the State Treasury and it 
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.. hall Le the duty of tbe Auditor General to add to and incor- Tax clause. 
f'orate in the ~tate tax each year a sum sufficient to reim-
ImrMe the gf'neral fund for the amounts so paid; 
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TWl-lfth, The Auditor General shall estimate, as near as :r~1it;: ~.::; 
fIIay he, the amount of money necessary to meet the expense estimate. 
I·f adminiHtl'ring the provisions of subdivision eleven under 
IhiH act during (-ach year of the biennial period, commencing 
tIll' firHt day of July, nineteen hundred nineteen, and he shall 
makp a similar estimate e",ery two years thereafter: Pro- Proviso. in 
\'ided, That if the Legislature ~hall provide for a budget sys- ~':;"d'!lre~r 
t"m of making and controlling appropriations, then, and in system. 
that caJo!t". the duty imposed upon the Auditor General by this 
s .. dion "hall thereafter be discharged by a budget commis-
sion or Imdgl't commissioner, as the case may be, and the ex-
penile of adminiHtering the provisions of subdivision eleven 
under this ad "hall Le met by a specific appropriation, in-
closed in the hudget. There is· hereby authorized from, the Tax clause. 
general fund of the State a sufficient sum to meet the expendi-
tures necessary to carry out requirements of subdivision 
(·Ic\·en under this act, and the Auditor General is hereby di-
I'edl'd to incorporate in the State tax a sufficient amount to 
l'l'imlmrse the general fund for the money drawn from it for 
tIl(' purpollCs herein prO\·ided. 

III'Inr)·:-C. I.. n .•• ~ft: Am. IDOl. p. 87 .. ,ct U. F.1f. Sept. 5:-Am. 1900. p. 75' . 
. ~,·I Oft" "If. !'t>pt I :-Am. 1911. p. 298, Act 174. Elf. Aug. 1 :-Am. 1019. p. 58', 
Art u\. "If. A,,,,. 14: 

"~x ... mption olll'ht to rN"eh·~ It Rtnel ("(:tnsroiruetion.-Cooley on Taxation. 2ns. 
~tittllt" pnni"tmf for t""~mption from taxation mU!ilt be understood 88 exempt
i"1' only 811 thf'rt"in lIIPf't"ifted ami not otht"rwi~p. There are few QuestionA upon 
"'hkh A~" ahoulfl tKJ ("Ilrf'fully mnllne thelr acts to the strict lett("r or 
the tlnmi~tok"hle Intpnt of the law 88 In the matter of exemptions. In Johnston 
v ('lIy or lJohkooh. 27 N. W. Reo. 120. it was held that when assessors omit 
I""p<'rty in ....,.. fBilh ........ u~ they believe the legislature has enllcted a law 
C'xpmptl nl' .u("h property. when It has not. the assessment was invalid. 

The 18noru""" of the Il'lfiolature in exempting from taxation is as much 
I'nllllf'd 10 obffllence a8 that impooing taxation.-Home and Day School v. 
~tmit. T M. 5%\. A ronatructlon will not be put upon a tax law wbicb will 
"Mble " ""rt, for whom no purpose of exemption Is expressed to escape tax
aiion.-I'loiladelphia Y. Rill"" Avenue Railroad Co .• 101 Pa. St. 190. A home
.1 .... " t. not exrmpl from taxation or from .ale for taxes.-U.89'. C. L. '15. 

t:"'mption fmm taullon d""" not exempt from municipal taxes or local 
._m .. nlo.-BI .... k on Tn Till.... ... A\. Exemption by charler of certain 
"npIAtt .. " land. from taxation for ftre department purpooes muot be renrded, 
but d ..... not ul'mpt from tas.tion for Interest on water works bond •. -Baldwln 
v. City of H ... tin". 81 M. 830. Inferior municipalities (rounties. townships • 
... hool di.tnct.. dti... and vlllo!I(eA) "annot make exemptions exeept expressly 
.lIlboria", b,. the "tole.-Black on Tax Titles. 10. Exemption of certain 8"r
n,", town.hlpo in a ... hool diotrirt from a general school tax Invalidates the 
levy.-Auditor General Y. MeArtllllr. A7 M. 457. 

An BIr ..... m .. nt .... h."'n a munldpallty and a corporation organized for the 
pu~ of o"Dpl)'lnlr th .. city with water. under whlcb tbe city Blrreed to pay 
• portiOft of lhe taU'. whlrh mh,ht be ........... d all'alnat the company made upon 
'""" mn.id .. rallon dOf'll not " ... ate an .. xemplion from taxatlon.-.Ludlngton Water 
Suppl, CO. Y. Cit, of I.udlnlrton. 111M. '80: Alpena City Water Co .... Cltr, of 
Alp<'na. II. M. 5U. E ... mption from taxation of a property employed n a 
b".i n..... "pon whl~h a State bounly I. paid 18 In ita nature and purpose only 
A bollnl, ..... And not a ....,ntract and may he repealed at any time.-EBBt Saginaw 
Mf ... CO. Y. Cil, of F.-at s..«hlftw, 1. M. 159. 

!il·B. J. ani pro""rty of the Unit", Slates I. not .ubject to taxation until 
oale or ot"" dl_illon lOll U to divest the IOvernment of Ita tltle.-Black on 
Tas Tltl ... t. s.e 115-7 C. L. '15. 

Land.. lhe tille to .. hlrh .tlll ..... ain. In tbe natiye Indlano. or In the 
l:niled SI.t.. In lruot for Ihrm. are not taxable by the State for an, pur· 
_.-Blark on Tax TltI.... n. "Nall .. e Indian", synonymous .. ith an Indian 
who Ie not a ('/tI~n or one """!lnlr tribal ,..,Iation •. -See Sub. 8. Sec. t. Landa 
""I .. nlrd to a "ont lOll rompetent" Indian nnder treaty problbltln!!" Ita alienation 
without the m ...... nt of lhe IOVPmm"nt i8 not .ubJect to taxatlon.-Audltor 
General Y. William .. " M. 1_0. Tbe equity of tbe pureb ....... of lOyemment land 
must be nlid and rompl"te ""fOTe the land i8 taxable.-Blaek on Tax Titles, Ir. 
But patent Deed not bBYe actually iaoued.--See Dote to Sub. I. Tbe ~ 



22 GENERAL TAX LAW 

interests which private individuals may hold in the public land of the United 
States for mining, agricultural of other purposes, are not subject to taxation by 
the State.-Black on Tax Titles, 40. 

See notes to Sec. 1. 
SUB. 2. The public property of the State includes the property of all public 

institutions supported by the State.-Auditor General v. Regents, 83 M. 467. 
See Mich. State Bank v. Hastings, Walker's Chan. Rep., 9. State lands are 
taxable as private property when the purchaser hIlS become possessed of a perfect 
equitable title to the land though no patent is yet issued. But if any condition 
precedent remains to be fulfilled before the grantee becomes entitled to the fee, 
the land is not taxable to the purchaser as realty.~For assessment of the inter-
est in such lands see Sub. 10, Sec. 8. . 

Title of lands escheated is in the State.--Crane v. Reeder, 21 M. U. 
Vacant, unimproved lots, owned by the State University, but not used for uni

versity purposes are subject to special assessments.-Auditor General v. Mac, 
Kinnin Boiler & Machine Co., 199 M. 489. . 

SUB. 8. But when not so used, but rented to private persons. such realty is 
subject to taxation.-Black on Tax Titles, 49. So also if neither rented nor 
used for public purposes. Such lands subject to local assessments for benefits 

. only when legislative provision therefor is clear. 
Property of county cannot be sold to enforce collection of sewer tax.-Big 

Rapids ". Supervisors, 99 M. 851. In Lansing v. Board of State Auditors, 
111 M. 327, the provision of the city charter providing for assessment of State 
property for police and fire protection was held to be unconstitutional, not being 
expressed in the title to the act. Land owned by Board of Water Commissioners 
of Detroit held to be exempt though rented, the act creating the board expressly 
providing that all lands of the board should be exempt without exception.-Board 
of Water Commissioners v. Auditor General, 115 M. 547. 

Land used for city streets is not subject to taxation or sale for taxes.-Graham 
v. City of Detroit, 174 M. 588. 

Under the home rule act and the constitution, real estate owned by a city and 
used for city purposes, even though located outside the corporate limits of such 
city, is exempt from taxation.--City of Traverse City v. Blair, 190 M. 818. 

Real estate owned by a city, located outside its boundaries, but not used for 
public purposes is not exempt from taxation.--City of Traverse City v. Twp. of 
East Bay, 190 M. 827. 

Lands purchased by a city after the assessment roll has been reviewed by the 
hoard of review are subject to taxation for the taxes of that year.-Triangle 
Land Co. v. City of Detroit, 204 M. 442. ' 

SUB.· 4. Benevolent, charitable, educational or scientific institutions must be 
organized chiefiy if not solely for one or more of these objects. To claim exemp
tion under this Sub. it is not enough that one of these objects is of that character. 
-Attorney General v. Common Council, 118 M. 888. 
Chap~er 224 providing for the incorporation ~f charitable hospitals, etc., and 

exe,,!ptmg from taxation the property on which the hospital stands is sufficiently 
charltabl~ to entitle it to the privilege of the act when the charges collected 
for servIces are not more than needed ,for its successful maintenance.
Michigan Sanitarium and Benevolent Association vs. City of Battle Creek, 188 M. 
676. 

BuildinF. owned by corporation organized under Act 58 of 1865 "for the pur
pose of free reading room and library" which was leased for club purposes, 
not exempt.-Auditor General v. Women's Temperance Association, 119 M. 430. 
Exemption of real property of libraries used and occupied by them for the 
purposes of the organization does not include tenements under the same roof.
Det. Y. M. S'cy v. Mayor, 8 M. '172. The fact that the building is so constructed 
that the parts leased to third' party cannot he separated from the residue by 
definite lines is no ohstacle to a valuation of such parts for purposes of tax .... 
tion, having due reference to the taxable value of the entire property.-Black on 
Tax. Titles, 60. See Sisters of Charity v. Detroit, 9 M. 94. 

The term "Scientific Institution" means an institution for the advancement or 
promotion of knowledge. A corporlltion organized under Chap. 2, P. A. 1921, "to 
establish, maintain and conduct a seminary of learning," the actual business of 
"hich has been the maintenance of such a seminary, is not taxllble for its realty 
occupied hy its school buildings.-Home and Day School v. Detroit, 76 M. 521. 
This evidently .brings all colleges incorporated under the laws of this State within 
the pro"isions of this section. 

The property of an unincorporated scientific institution, the heneflt of whose 
library, museum, etc., is restricted to members, is not exempt. A hospital is not 
excluded from the list of "charita hIe" institutions because persons of pecuniary 
abilitf are required to pay for what they receive, when not exacted as a means 
of gam. 

A business college orltanized under chapter 208 C; L. 1915 for the benefit of 
its stockholders and offering courses of three, six, nine and twelve months in 
stenography, bookkeeping and related studies, is. not a general educational institu· 
tion, the real estate of which may he held exempt from taxation.-Parson's Busi
ness Collejte v. City of Kalamazoo, 166 M. 805. 

INSTITUTIONS INCLUDED: Public art institutions inc. under Act S of 1885-
10759 C. L. '15. Associations for establishing scholarships in University of Mich· 
ip;an.-l0676 e. s. C. L. '15. Libraries and ·lyceums incorporated under. Chap. 
5~, R. S. '46.-10683 e. s. C. L. '15. Polytechnic associations inc. undeli Act 95, 
I~09.-10703 e. s. C. L. '15. Historical, biographical and geographical societies 
inc. under Act 156 of 1878.-10710 e. s. C. L. '15. Associations for intellectual, 
scientific, aesthetic, etc .. culture, inc. under Act 79 of 1879.-10718n e. s. C. L. 
'15. Engineering societies inc. under Act 232 of 1887.-10909n e .•• C. L. '15. 
Benevolent societies inc. under Act 155 of 1807.-10802 e. s, C. L. '15, Charitable 
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-.doti .. inc. nnd .. r Act '0 of 1855.-IOAII e. 8. C. L. '15. Homes for aged. inllnn 
01 Indirenl pe"",11!1 IDC. under Act 5! of 18'7.-10821 e. 8. C. L. '15. H08pitals and 
")'Iume inc. und .. r Act 'n of 1861.-108.0 eo 8. C. L. '15. MichigaD State 
medl ... 1 -.doti.. Inc. und ... Act 16. of 187'.-10141 eo s. C. L. '15. Eclectic 
~i",,1 _ .. tis Inc. under Act 58 of 1877.-IOU8 e. s. C. L. '15. Velf'rinary 
medl ... 1 a_a 110'" Inc. under Act 5. of 1891.-10183 e. s. C. L. '15. Bar II8SO
c-iatioM Inc. und .. r Act 107 of I8AI.-IOI6' e. s. C. L. '15. Teachers' associations 
Inc. und .. r Act 117 of 1855.-101 a e. o. C. L. '15. Charitable societies inc. under 
Act .. e of 181'. Inotllutlona of learnlnlf Inc. under Act 190 of 1855.-IOUZ e. s. 
C. L. '15. See Home and Day School v. Dotroit, 7. M. 5n. 

EXCEPTIOSS: Property of Induslrial and charitable schools Inc. under Act 
115 of IN7 as amf'nded by Act 50 of 1815 in excess of 1100.000.00 is not exempt.-
108,. C. L. '15. Real property of corporationa for literary and scientille pur· 
_ Inc. under Act lID of 1805 not exempt. Act repeals act of 1865.-10689 
e .•. C. L. '15. Real property of musical societies inc. under Act U8 of 1857 
not ..... mpt except where corporation i. composed entirely of women not for 
proOt but ooI .. ly for atody of music and to advance musical knowledge. and only 
on condillon Ihal DO renlal 10 derived from the building and that the society 
.. ive al leAIIt Iwo free muoical ent .. rtainments during each year.-I0794-10801 
C. L. ·IS. Property of societies for sludy of Iilf'rature in", under Act zoo of 1897 
I. not exempl.-I0701 C. L. '15. Property of associations for encouragement of 
line arto Inc. und ... Act tU of 1865 io not exempt.-I0718 e. s. C. L. '15. Such 
propertieo of _leslaolical bodies Inc. under Act f09 of 1897.-10889 e. s. C. L. '15, 
... are exempt are particularly dellned In Sub. 5. 

Exrmptlon from taxation does not follow from the mere fact of ownership of 
18 nd by an educallonal In.titution. but is based upon. and only applies to. owner· 
.hlp <OIIIblned with occuplltion for the purposes of its incorporation.-Webb 
Academy Y. City of Grand Rapids. fOg M. 5U. 

St'B. 5. Exempllon of house of public worship applies only to taxes imposed 
und .. r the .... n.-ral IITIIt .... of taxation and does not extend to assessments for 
pavinlf or otb.-r local imprev.-m.-nts.-Lefevre v. Mayor. , M. 588. 

Such pArI 0' • bulldin .. 88 is used exclusively for religious purposes may be 
.. umpl f,.,m taxation and the part not 80 used may he subject to taxation.
Blad, on Tn Till ... n. 

Fundo In lhe hand. of trullt ..... of church for the purpose of being Invested a" 
a permAn .. nt fund. the Inl .. R'!It ot which alone is to he used for the 8UPPOrt of 
"'ornoul mlnlot ..... their widows and orphans. a.e subject to taxation.-Atty. 
G .. nl. Op. Uol. p. 15 .. 

A church edine-. which Is no lon .... r used 88 a place of puhlic worship is not 
"'''Rlpt. Cburches own"" by private person. and not by organized .oeieti ... are 
not ..... "'pt; but Ih .. fact that the title to the church of an organized society i. 
In lhe nam .. 0' a lroolee or truel .... do... not exeept It from exemption. Land 
owned by a church and not U&ed for Its purposes is not exempt, unl ..... held 
,.llb the purpose of huildinl!" a cburch ther ... n. A diocesan resid.-nee is not 
..... n.pt •• a paronn...... A Young Men'. Christian Association building is not 
..... mpt .. a hou .. of public worship. 

L.nd owned by a rhurch It! not exempt from taxation unl ..... actuallY ".ed for 
.. hurch purpoaeo. Tile 'act that .uch land W88 used for church purposes aflf'r 
lhe compl .. lioa of the _ment roll and before the date lhat the taxes became 
a lI .. n lind .. , lhe elalut... would not entille Ihe church society. to c1alm such 
e"pmption.-St. J .... ph·. Church Y. City of n..troit, 189 M. '08. 

Sl' B. t. Imp ..... em .. n'" _ntial to the use and enjoyment of the land for 
lhe purpoopo 0' a cemot .. .., are .. x .. mpt. Land wilhin the houndaries ot a 
.,..m .. l .. ry dedl""I"" or acquired for burial purposes Is exempt though not actually 
u_ tb.-refor.-BI .... k on Tax Tilles. 75. But land owned by any burial ground 
........... otion Inc. und .. r Act 81 of 1855.-11122 e. 8. C. L. '15, and not belnl!" part 
of ilo hurlal Irmund.. I. not ex .. mpl.-ll 157 e. •• C. L. '15. Old cemelf'rles are 
u .. mpt wb.-re rlly or "llIaae ordinances prevent further Interment. . 

It the lItock of the Elmwood Cemelf'ry Association Is 1l8IIes8ed. the .hares of 
otork .... lIld not be .-ble to the Individual bolders under Sub. 1, S...,. 8. 
If lhe ."arN are --.t. the personal proll"rty abould not be. Opinion 
AHorn.., (;en .... I. I too. p. 171. 

R .. al p~rt, of cemot .. .., """""Iation. I" exempt from reneral taxes and trom 
18 .... for .pecial _mentL-Woodmere Cemelf'ry Association Y. City of Detroit, 
I,t N • ., •. 

ll(" B. 1. TIle exemptlono muot be dmrmlned by the hoard ot review betore 
N'rIifrln. to the _m .. nt rolla, and DO general taxes on property an exempt 
.Ioould appear upon the talE roll. 

Sl·B. t. 1""ludes plank road c:ompanl ..... _ ••• and 8111 C. L. '15; river im· 
prove_nt CO· •. _8n e. •. C. L. '15 (not 8850 e. 8. 880' e ••. ); rallro&d COJlloo 
pani .... -Act t~l. la_ Ito5. except mch real estate 88 Is not adually occupied 
In lhe _ratioll of the road; union d .. pot companies and exprea com~~Ies, 
Act 18t. I .... 1t05; life lnourance compaDi ... Dot Incorporalf'd under M.chigan 
1 ...... _118 C. L. '.. (otb.-r Insurance compani... payinlf speciOc tax... are 
not ex .. mpt the,eby from taxation ot their property wilhln the State); tel ... 
• raph and t .. Itophone compani... except ouch real e8tate .... Is owned and ran 
be c:onveyed nad... lhe ...... ot lhia Stale and not adually occupied In the 
en"" ... of Ita franchi... and not ~ry In the proper operation ot Its 
huol_.-Aet n. of 1_ (see Altom.., General Y. Common Counell. III M. 
188.) no. nol 1 .... lude musical _ell .. loe. under Act U8 of 1857. See 1080l 
C. L. 'u. ,to. C. L. '15 auj)f"raeded. 

MrtIo. U ot Act It of 11II< •. _.Oln C. L. '15 ..... amended by Act til of lilt •• 
provldeo lhat corporalione for ... nstructing. ..tc~ watrr cou.... may on or 
before the -..nd Wonday In April of an,. ,.ear, elect lID pay a lIPeclOc las ·10 
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GENERAL TAX LAW 

lieu of all general taxes upon the lands upon which water course is located and 
which shall be appurtenant thereto and the improvements thereon. 

When by consent of a railroad company its land is exclusively devoted to a 
business foreign to the purpose of its organization and in which it cannot engage, 
such land is not occupied by it and not necessary or in use in tbe proper opera
tion within the statute exempting it from general taxation on. payment of a 
specific tax. Grand Rapids & Indiana Railway Co. v. City of Grand Rapids et al., 
187 M. 587. 
It is held that "right of way" is not limited to a strip of land of any definite 

width at all points in the" line of the railroad, but includes lands and lots 
nequired for necessary side tracks, turn outs, and improvements thereon such 
as coal sheds, freight houses, water tank, repair shops, round houses and other 
needed and necessarY properlies, the use of which is deemed essential to the 
successful operation of the properly. Pfaff v. Terre Haute R. R. Co., 9 N. E. 
Rep. 93; Chicago, etc., R. R. v. People, 98 Ill. 850. 

Only, such lands of a railroad company as are held and presently used for 
I'ailroad purposes are exempt from taxation, and the exemption does not apply 
to lands that have been acquired with a view of future use by the company.
Auditor General v. F. & P. M. R. R. Co., 119 M. 682. 

Railroad land and buildings thereon belonging to the corporation which are 
leased to private person,. company or firm for private business is liable to 
tuxation even though by the terms of the lease the tenant is under obligations 
to perform certain services in his line of business for the railroad and to fur
nish a cerlain amount of freight annually for transportation over the rail
road company's lines.-Black on Tax Titles 65. Land in railroad yards occu
pied by lumber company but no rental paid held not subject to taxation, it 
heing shown that the land is used constantly by the company in the exercise of 
its franchise.-Auditor General v. F. & P. M. R. R. Co., 114 M. 682. An 
elevator erected by a railroad or union depot company on its lands and owned 
b)- the corporation as a grain warehouse in connection with its general business 
is a necessary equipment and exempt from ordinary taxation.-Detroit U. R. D. 
& S. Co. v. Detroit, 88 M. 847. Railroad hotels for general accommodation are 
not exempt.-Black on Tax Titles 67. A toU house owned by a plank road 
company v.nd the lot on which it stands, if owned by the company, although 
not actually within its right of way, is exempt from ordinary taxation while 
used solely as a toll house and residence for its keeper.-Plank Road Co. v. 
Detroit, 81 M. 562. 

SUB. 9. Where the track and horse barns upon fair grounds are rented to 
horse trainers and breeders, the proportionate value of such realty so leased 
is subject to assessment. See 7832 C. L. 'IS. Includes horticultural societies. 
-7841 C. L. '15, and pomological and kindred societies.-7885 C. L. 'IS. 

SUB. 10. Armories owned by military companies are not exempt if' rented 
for otber purposes for a consideration, nor would sucb part of an armory 
building so owned as is used for other purposes, but tbe proporlionate value 
ot such leased portion of the building and of the land on which it stands would 
be assessable. 

SUB. 11. The exemption from taxation of tIle property of soldiers, occupied as a 
homestead, is' to be strictly construed and limits the homestead to one village 
lot, or to a' forty acre parcel.-McConnell v. Twp. of Lake, 191 M. 544. 

Act No. 44 of 1901 added Subdivision 11 exempting property owned by Posts 
of the G. A. Rand W. R. C. owned, occupied and used solely by said societies. 
This provision was omitted by the Amendment to said Section by Act 809, of 
1909 in which Act subdivision 11 was changed by exempting Homesteads of 
Soldiers and Sailors who served. in the Civil War. 

OF PERSONAL PROPERTY. 

SEC. 8. (4002) For the purposes of taxation, personal 
property shall include: 

1. All moneys; 
2. All annuities and royalties; 
3. All goods, chattels and effects within the State; 
4. All ships, boats and vessels and their appurtenances 

belonging to inhabitants of this State, whether at home or 
abroad; 

5. All goods, chattels and effects belonging to inhabitants 
of this State, situate without this, State, except that property 
actually and permanently invested in business in another 
State shall not be included; 

6. All credits of every kind belonging to inhabitants of 
this State, over and above the amounts respectively oWfd by 
them whether such indebtedness is due from individuals or 
from corporations, public or private, and whether such debt
ors reside within or without the State; 
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7. All shares in corporations organized under the laws of Shares 1!1 
this State, , .. hen the property of such corporations is not ex- corporatIOns. 

empt, or is not taxable to itself; or when the personal property 
is not taxed; 

8. All shares in banks organized' within this State, under Bank shares. 

the laws of this State or of the United States, at their cash 
\'alue, after deducting the assessed value of real property 
owned by and assessed to such banks; 

9. All shares in foreign corporations, except national Sha~es in 

banks, owned by citizens of this State; ~~~';;f;~~~r. 
10. All interests owned by individuals in lands, the fee of Inte~est in 

which is in this State or the United States, except as herein public lands. 

otherwise provided; 
11. All buildings and improvements situate upon leased Improvements 

lands, except where the value of the real property is also as- ra'!.J~~ed 
~essed to the lessee or owner of such buildings and improve-
ments; 

12. Tombs or vaults built within any burial grounds, and Public vaults. 

k<'pt for hire or rent, in whole or in part, and the stock of any 
corporation or association owning any such tombs, vaults or 
burial grounds; 

13. All other personal property not herein enumerated, Omnibus 
nnd not especially exempted by law; clause. 

14. All nursery stock and trees while growing on any land Nursery stock. 
or in preparation for replanting or in transit; 

15. All produce, seeds and grain on hand stored in ware- Produce. 
house or mill, and in transit, owned within this State; 

16. The personal property of all gas and coke companies, Lighting and 

natural gas companies, electric light companies, waterworks ::~r:...com
companies and hydraulic companies, to be assessed in the 
township, village or city where the principal works are lo-
cated. The mains, pipes and wires of such companies laid in 
or along roads, lanes, streets or alleys shall be assessed as 
personal property in the township, village, or city where the 
same are laid or placed. The personal property of street Transporta- . 

railroad, plank road, cable or electric railroad or transporta- ~~~g!°:'m~_nd 
tiOD companies, bridge companies, and all other companies panies. 
not required to pay a specific tax to the State in lieu of all 
other taxes; shall lie assessed in the township, village or city 
where its principal business office is situated, and the track, 
road or bridge of any such company shall be held to be per-
sonal property and may be assessed in the township, village, 
or city where the same is located, used or laid. 

1Il.lorr :-e. L. 't7. 1811; Am. 1U17, p. 8, Act 8, Ell'. Aug. 10 :-Am. 1921, p, 
"., Act tl7, Elf. Allg. 18. 

SL:D. t. Annuille. .hould be laKed 8ffOrding to personal value u found by 
11001 l'iorlhomplun Morlallty Table.-Att'y Gen'l Op. IUOI, p. Ito. 

l.e_ ot mineral rlghu In real property located ouulde the state of Michigan 
ore .. part of the· real ... tate and are not .ubJect to taxation In Michigan u 
penonal propert)'.~lty of Saginaw ... Second National Bank, 111 M. 580. 

Sl'D.'. Sec. tl78-81 C, L. '15 u to laxation of copper. 
Sl! B. t. A v_I of .. non-resident or a foreign corporation dON not become 

.lIbJet1 to Ihe tallng power of the State by engaging In bUllo_ thereln.
Hoberta v. Charlevoll, 00 M. t87: Graham Y. St. Joseph. 87 M. 051. 

liIJB. e. Aulhori .... lal< on crediu held by resident trnatee for non·resldent 
benelldarles.-Detrolt v. Lewl.. lOt M. 155. ''Credlu'' Includes all bUIs and 
a.-rount. r....-elvable, d~poolu, mortgages, Joan., etc, 
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Sec. 8: Sub. O. does not apply to money in the hands of or under the control 
of the owner,-it' would not be a credit. Indebtedness is only allowed as an 
ojfset against credits such as bills and accounts recelvllble.-Att'y Gen'l Op. 1899, 
p.152. , . 

Where contracts for the sale of stsnding timher and for the sale of lands trans
fer an equitable title to the vendee, the performance of the contract being secured 
by the retention of the legal title in the vendor. the payments secured by the 
contracts are taxable against the 'vendor as credits.--City of Marquette v. Mich. 
Land & Iron Co., 132 M. 180. 

Non-forfeitable and paid-up life insurance policies are not taxable. Money 
under the control of the person assessed is not a credit from which dehts can 
be deducted.-Att'y Gen'l Op. 1900, p. 190 .. 

Resident trustees holding credits for the heneftt of non-residents, are within 
the terms of sect jon 8, sub. 6, and section 14, sub O.--City of Detroit v. Lewis, 
109 M. 168. 

The fact that the statute permitting the deduction of dehits from credits. in 
listing personal property for taxation, has been in force during the entire history 
of the state, should not deter the court from determining its invalidity if con
vinced that such law was beyond the legislative power.-Stumpf v. Storz, 150 M. 
228. _ 

Money deposited in 11 bank is not assessable as chattels but as credits.-U. S. 
Radiator Corp., v. County of Wayne, 192 M. 449. . 

SUB. 7. Exemption of the corpotate stoCk of a corporation is an exemp
tion of its shares.--Cooley on Taxation 212. Intangible property like stock must 
always follow the domicile of the owner unless separated from it by positive 
law.-Howel\ v. Cassopolis, 85 M. 471. 

In the construction of this section due consideration should be given to Section 
11, which provides that all corporate property, except where some other provision 
is made by law, shall be assessed to the corporation, in the name of the corpora
tion. See also Sec. 5 as to real property of corporations and note to Sec; 19. 

If the property of a corporation is assessed to itself the shares of stock are 
not assessable to -the Individual holders thereof.-Attorney General Oren, March 
19, 1900. 

Shares assessable must be assessed at cash value. See 11840 C. L. '15 as to 
fraudulent transfer to avoid taxation. As to list of stockholders in certain 
corporations see 11845 C. L. '15. 

Real estate of· trust companies to be assessed to corporation and shares to be 
assessed at casb value after deducting value of real estate assessed to corpora
tion as In case of banks.-8055 C. L. '15. Interest of sbarebolders in co-operative 
savings associations to be assessed to holders at residence in lieu of tax against 
associations.-9979 C. L. '15. Stock in stage company owned by other corpora
tions to be deducted from stock of corporation owning and taxed only as capital 
of stage company.-69r, p. 318 C. L. 'IS. 

A library belonging to an individual is exempt from' taxAtion.-Patterson v. 
Doard of Review, -125 M. 126. 

CORPORATIONS WHOSE PROPERTY IS TAXABLE TO THE CORPORATION 
BY PROVISIONS IN ACT OF INCORPORATION: Corporations for buying, etc., 
cattle, etc., inc. under Act 198 of 1887.-9017n e. s. C. L. '15. Corporations for 
buying and selling brood animals Inc. under Act 100 of 1887.-9017n e. s. C. L. '15 
Manufacturing companies inc. under Act 282 of 1885.-9969 e. s. C. L. '15. Pub
lishing companies inc. under Act 97 of 1861.-9017n e. s. C. L. '15. Newspaper 
and book publishing associations inc. under Act 97 of 1861.-9017n e. s. C. L. '15. 
Newspaper and book publishing associations inc. under Act 299 of· 1865.-9017n 
e. s. (;. L. 'IS. Printlng, publishing and book-making companies inc. under Act 
804 of 1881.-9017n e. s. C. L. 'IS, Bridge companies inc. under Act 88 of 1851.-
8730 e. s. C. L. '15; bridge with its appurtenances, gates and toll houses to be 
"ssessed to the company as personal property in the township in which tolls 
shall be received. Warehouse companies inc. under Act 20 of 1867.-90170 e. s. 
C. L. 'IS. Land purchasing and improvement companies inc. under Act 190 
of 1899.-9017n e. s. C. L. '15. Canal and harbor companies inc. under Act 238 
of 1875 (distinguished from river improvement companies inc. under Act 149 
of 1869.-8822 e. s. C. L. 'IS, the latter paying specillc taxes).-8197 e. s. C. L. 'IS. 
Rafting and booming companies inc. under Act 10 of 1864.-8629 e. s. C. L. 'IS. 
Co-operativ'l associations inc. under Act 288 of 1865.-9837 e. s. C. L. '15. Summer 
home assocl8tions inc. under Act 39 of 1899.-10062 e. s. C. L. '15. Suburban 
homesteads, villa park and summer resort associations inc. under Act 69 of 1887.-
10085 e. s. C. L. 'IS but lots sold are assessable to owners.-l0093 C. L. 'IS. 
Sodeties for the study of literature, etc., incorporated under Act 200 of 18n.-
10608 e. s. C. L. '15. Temperance Volunteers Association.-l0890 e. s. C. L. '15. 
Grand Council Royal and Select Masters.-l0424 e. s. C. L. '15. White Shrine 
of Jerusruem.-I0421 e. s. C. L. '15. Rathbone Sisters.-l0482 e. s. C. L. '15. 
Real Estate of Lutheran Bund.-I0609 e. s. C. L. 'IS. Stage companies inc. under 
Act 29 of I 865.-69r, p. 318, e. s. C. L. '15, (see note to Sub. 7). Associations 
for the encouragement of theftne arts inc. under Act 288 of 1865.-10788 e. 8. 
C. L. '15.· Musical societies inc. under Act 128 of 1857.-J0794 e. s. C. L. '15, 
(.ee note to Sub. 4, Sec. 7). Mutual.provident associations inc. under Act 275 
of 1889.-Act 84 P. A. '21. Real estate of society of marksmen. inc. under Act 
78 of 1869.-10116 e. s. C. L. '15. Real estate of Incorporated banks and trust 
companies.-8028 and 8055 C, L. -'IS. All mutual companies and associations 
not having shares of stock. 

Corporate property may be assessed under this section where Section 4018 
C. L. '15 has faiJed.-Detrolt Citizens Street Railway v. Common Council of 
Vetroit, 125 M. 678. -

The property of a Michigan corporation owning property within and without 
the State is taxable to Itself, and therefore the shates of such corporation are 
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nempt from taxation under tbi. _ioo.--City of Detroit v. Kresge, 200 M. 668. 
Sl:B.'. Bonda of the Unitf'd States are not liable Bnd BOY portion of th~ 

("apitat alot"k of • bank ao interested is exempt; but this does not exempt 
ohar.,. In a national bank though the "apital .tork of the bank is invested in 
l niUd St .. t.,. hond.. The ('""h value of the sbares of stork in a bank may be 
d4"'tif'rmiDfli .'Mn the stock i. flot rf'lfularly quoted on a stock exchange by 
dlyidi,.. the oum of the paid up capital and tile surplus by the number of 
.'~arel. 'D ........ in .. the shares there muat be deducted from each its propor· 
tion uf the " ... h y.h,,, of ti,e realty that haa been B88e88ed to the bank. 

The obar... of otork i .. u .. d by a bank include in their value all of the 
prop.-rty of the bank. Indudinc its real estate. the value of which io to be 
deductt'd for H'parate laxatioD.-Lenawee Co. Savings Bank v. City of Adrian, 
•• M •• 71. 

The real property of a bank Is ..... eosed to tbe bank. and the shares are 
.... 'Wd to the owneR at their actual ('ash value, alter deducting the real 
r-tate frOID the "alue of the capital stock. The shares are deemed personal 
pruperty. and the term "stork" io not U8ed in coonection therewith.-AU'y Gen'l 
Up. I po¥, p. 11, 

Note.-Add to",tb<'r capital stork. surplus and undivided profits. From total 
lubtra(-t ~ value of real estate owned.. Divide remainder by total Dum· 
!Jrr of Ihar... aod r ... ult will be the value per ohare to be assessed as per
oonal property. 

Co.partne ... hip own<'rship of private bank to be aosessf'd under Sec. 12 !n town
Il,ip where bank I. lorated.-Att'y Gen'l Op. 1900. p. 198. 

Sl:D. t. See Graham Y. Township of St. Joseph. 61 M. 652. 
S..,. 8 Is not unconstitutional, as violating Const. Art. 11 requiring uniformity 

of t ... atlon. III that it places a tax on otork In foreign corporations when 
h .. ld by reolol<'lIu. which I. taxed aa capital stock In the State where the 
l'OrporfltloD "It. organJJed. and exempts from taxation stock in domestic cor
JIOrtttlOl~. the capital alock of which is taxed in Michigan. since it was 
('timpe-tent tur the It"Clslature to place domestic corporations and foreign cor
poratIOn. In dltrf'rt"nt CIUSH tor lhe purpose of taxation.-Bacon v. Board of 
1'ttBte Tal: t-'omrninlon.n, UG M. 2%. 

The qu .... lion .. heth .. r the .tork of a foreign corporation was taxed In the 
llilate- "'h,,re It .. u organized i8 Immaterial. since the stock of such corpora
~1':s .. I,::, the bandol of reaidenu acquired a situs here for the purpose of taxation. 

The W'Qrd uC"ttilf'n" W&I evidently used bere in its common meaning as 
.)·nonymous with "'nhabitant" or ··resldent. "-Idem. 
Th~ taxation of "all abares In foreign corporations, except national banks 

ownf'd hy citiun. of thi. etate." does not apply to shares in foreign corpora
tion. wh .. r. the prop.-rty of .u~h corporations is situated in and taxf'd by this 
.Lote.-Strolo Y. City of Detroit, 181 M. 190. 

Sloar.. of otock In foreign corporations owned by residents of thio State 
nre not .ullled to taxation If the real and personal prop.-rty of the corpora· 
tion i •• Iluatf'd and taud In this State.-AU'y Geo'l Op. 1902, p. US. 

SI' H. 10, See Sub. t. Sec. 4 and Sec. 7 and notes thereto. 
Sl:H. II. A building erect .. d on leaaed land is no part of the realty before 

the I ...... expirN.--()Ohom v. Potter. 101 M. 100. 
Bulhlln ... re not oubjecl to taxation as personal prop.-rty when erected upon 

r.al pro""rty o"n .. d by the unh'erslty of Michigan and leased to an indivldual.
(;Ity of Detroit v. Genr",. 114 M. eu. 

W .... re the ,..,.,rd ohow. tbat the tax W88 against the building. it canl'ot be 
... id tu he • tu on the leaH hold Interesl.-hlem. 

SeD. 11. The tAl( law d.- not In expreao terms refer to the taxation of 
n""I •• ..,.; but the provl.io ... of tlol. Sub, and of Sub. e leave no excuoe 
for failure to __ their value to the owner, The note or bond and the 
mort ... ". that _ur ... It are to be conoidered aa one property.-Altorney General 
y. ~Ilnilac Supervlooro. 11 M. 16. A"""osment of notes or mortcages should be 
at th .. ir tnl. """b nlue and not at what they purport to secure.-AUorney Gen
I'ral Y. Sanll..., Supervleors. 71 M. U. 

tt1ort ....... on whkh t .. ",," have been paid under _tion .4208 C. L. 1915 are not 
Itu .. , .. ·t tu ..... ment under the gf'neral tax: law.-Unlon 'i'rust Co. v. Common 
l·o"n ... 1 uf Ihe City of Ix-trolt, 170 M, 691. 

AI .. r .... bonb are not oubjecl to taxation.-Loomi. v. Jackson. 110 M. 584: 
al ... Oart Y, Woodhowoe, 4. M. aut; Perry v. Big Rapid •• 61 M. 166. 

('.,. ownftl by h,dividuala are not exempt from tuxation becaufle run over 
road. c-harpd "dtb 8pt"("lfko tax...... Can owned and uaed hy a manufacturer 
are properl), tuable with bi. otock In trade .. appurtenatK'ell to the bu.ine .... -
,·om.t ... ·k •. Grand Rapid •• " M. et). Tram rail,,·ay. liable to tallation under 
pnl'ral tn law.-(Jtotroit !itreet R,dlwar. Co. v. ('uthard. 51 M. 180. . 

M ...... and mort .. _ uf for~ign bUIlding and loan .....,.,Iation held. by non
,....d~nt. not taxable. A II foreign corporation .tock owned by re8ldents of 
II, •• State tal8ble.-Atl', G.n'l Up. UOO. p. nt. 

Tbe ot .... k In trade and other app .. rtenan" .... to the bu.ln_ of a IIq .. or dealer 
are not IXftnlpt frum taxation because 01 the payment of the liquor tax which 
partak .. 01 the rharacter uf a lI""nae and I. &0 ellercioe uf the pollee power 

ofT~ t~~~~on ~ :I~~~ s~::~t."::1 ~to!::: I~ addition to the tall Imposf'd 
on the 'and Itself. ;. not double tallation upoo the aame prop.-rly.-5tumpf v. 

lot~[~"'I·e.Y'a!\::' of a water rompany laid on Its o ... n land. from pumpln, 
Rurb to BOun:e uf ... pply end to the elt)' lupplif'd, are a part of the really 
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GENERAL TAX LAW 

and assessable accordingly and in the township where situated.-Water Com· 
pany V. Frenchtown, 98 M. 481. Tbe specific tax on pipe line companies 
8610 C. L. '15, is not in lieu of other taxes. 

A stock of groceries kept to furnish supplies for the crew and passengers 
on a line of steamboats owned and operated by a railroad company is not 
subject to taxation under Sec. 8287 C. L. '15.-Pere Marquette Railroad Co. v. 
City of Ludington, 188 M. 897. 

Detroit v. Donovan, 127 M. 004. Quotes Detroit Citizens Street Railway 
Co. v. Detroit, 125 M. 673. "Tbe legislature has provided that the track shall 
be assessed as personal property. In our opinion this term should be con
strued to include not only the tracks, spikes, rails and switches, but also the 
right to use the bed upon which they are placed." . 

The rolling stock of a street railway company should be assessed as personal 
property in place where principal office is located. Its tracks to be assessed 
as personal property where they are laid down.-{)p. Att'y Gen'l 1899, p. 151. 

The engines, dynamos, boilers and similar appurtenances of the power house 
of street railway are (for the purpose of taxation) parts of the realty.-Idem. 
The engines, boilers, dynamos and other machinery affixed to relator's land 
in a permanent manner is subject to municipal tax as a part of the real estate 
under Sec. 2.· 

The franchise of a street railway company, by which it acqnires the right 
to use the streets of a municipality, should be treated as a part of the roadbed, 
and attaching to every part of the same, and must be treated as personal 
property.--{;ity of Detroit et al. v. Donovan, 127 M. 004. 

The rolling stock, tools, etc., of a street railway company are no part of 
its "track," but are personal property and therefore assessable where the 
railroad's principal office is situated.-Idem. . 

Complainant's officers and directors reside in Detroit where its officers have 
offices and transact complainant's business. The records of the official and other 
business of complainant are kept at Dearborn, where one bookkeeper is employed 
about half the time. No banking is done at Dearborn and all banking passes 
through the Detroit office before it is entered on the books at Dearborn. Stock
holders and directors meetings are called at Dearborn and usually adjourned 
to Detroit. Held: That complainant's principal business office for the purpose 
of taxation, within Sec. 4002, Sub. 16 C. r;. '15 is Detroit.-Detroit, Ypsilanti, Ann 
Arbor & Jackson Ry. v. City of Detroit et aI., 141 M. 5. 

The general rules and manner of assessment only apply to these corpora
tions to the extent that they do not confiict with the special provisions of 
this Sub.-{)pinion of Attorney General Oren, March 28, 1900. 

PERSONAL PROPERTY EXEMPTED, 

SEC. 9, (4003) The following personal property shall be 
exempted from taxation, to wit: 

First, The personal property of benevolent, charitable, edu
cational and scientific institutions, incorporated under the 
laws of this State: Provided, That such exemptions shall not 
apply to secret or fraternal societies, but the personal prop
erty ,of all charitable hOl!1es of such societies shall be exempt; 

Second, Of all library associations, circulating libraries, li
braries of reference, and reading rooms owned or supported 
by the public, and not used for gain; 

Third, Of all posts of the Grand Army of the Republic, 
Sons of Veterans, Unions, and of the Woman's Relief Corps 
connected therewith, of all Young Men's Christian Associa
tions, and of Women's Christian Temperance Union Associa
tions, Young People's Christian Unions and other similar 
associations; 

Fourth, Pensions receivable from the United States; 
Fifth, So much of the debts due or to become due as shall 

equal the amount of bona fide and unconditional debts by the 
person owning: Provided, That if such person shall be the 
owner of credits that are exempt from taxation such propor
tion only of his indebtedness shall be deducted from debts due 
or to become due as is represented by the ratio between tax
nble credits and total credits owned, whether taxable or not; 

SirJJth, The property of Indians who are not citizens ; 
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Set:cnth, The library, family pictures, school books, one sew- Llb~ary, 
iug machine used and owned by each individual or family, and ~~r.::,g :'e!;
"'earing apparel of every indh'idual; ing apparel, 

Eighth, Household furniture, provisions and fuel to the ;~;niture, 
mlue of five hundred dollars to each household: Provided, P,,:!",:iOYS 
No person paying board shall be deemed a householder; ~':ovl;'~· 

Ninth, The working tools of any mechanic not to exceed in Mechanics' 
"alue the sum of one hundred dollars; tools. 

Tenth, Of all fire engines and other implements used in ex- Fire 
tinguishing fires, owned or used by any organized or inde- apparatus. 
pendent fire company; 

Elet'cnth, All mules, horses and cattle not over one year Young live 
old. and all sheep and swine not over six months old. .tock. 

Twelfth, Personal property owned and used by any house- Personal prop. 
holder, in connection with his business of the value of two g~n:se:t in 
hundred dollars. 

Hlatory: Am. 1895 p. 108. Act 25. Imd. Eft'. March 20; C. L. '91, 888Z;-Am. 
IDOD, p. T80. Act 80', Eft'. Sept. I. Thll Rection virtually lupersedeo Act 59 of 
I ••• (C. L. '11, 1981) which oectlon was eJ:pr"""ly repealed IDU, p. '0'. Act 140. 
EfI'. A,"r. It. See Complier', Seetlon '001 ;-Am. 1911. p. 558. Act 201. EfI'. Aug. 18. 

Artlrl... Imported from forellrn countrlee and the duties paid thereon do 
not I.... tMtr .,haracter al Imports 1M> as to become lubject to .tate taxa
lion lUI • part of the mas. of property of the State until tbey have either 
pRII.~d from the c:ontrol of the Importer. or been broken up by blm from the 
orilfinal .,aoeR; and the State taJ: II void whether based upon them distinctly 
aa Importe or .. <oootitutlng a part of the Importer'. property.~ley on 
Tuftlion '0. 

Payment of .. lIqnor tal<, a local license, or .Imllar euclion levied in 
pu .. ua ...... of Ihe police power of the State or minor munlclpalitlee does not 
nempt from t"EBlion a Btock of goodl to the pOBSession of wbich lucb pay
ment II Incident. See SberlO<'k v. Stuart, 98 M. 198. El<emptlon from el<ecu
lion or from anr oth~r pr""",,". penalty or forfeiture does not el<empt from 
Inulinn. Ahotract hook. referrin.- to land titles have no Intrinsic value and not 
IlUahle.-Dart Y. Woodhouse. '0 M. 898; Perry v. Big Rapids, 61 M. 146; 
I.oomll Y. J .... k ... n. 110 M. 5U. 

SUB. I. ACTS INCLUDED: Act 115 of 1861, "Industrial and cbarltable .chool .... 
rumptlon limited to 1100.000.-10882 e. 8. C. L, '15. Act 51 of 1897, "Homeo 
for .,.pd. Innrm and Indigent men or women."-10828 e. I. C. L. '15. Act I of 
1885. "Puhllc art 100Iilution .... -1075. e, •. C. L. '15. Act 188 of 1851. "Mechanic'l 
A •• ocl .. llon .... -tTU e .•. C. L. '15. (Bee also 981, e. I.). Act 85 of 1891. 
''Colnnlal D ...... of AmerlCA."-IOBOO e .•. C. L. '15. Act 160 of 1895 (Act 858 
of 1885). "Corporatlooo for literary and oclentlftc purposes" (eJ:emption limited 
I .. 'loo.OOO).-IOft., e. I. C. L. '15. Act 128 of 1857, "Mu.lcal societies," (see 
Sec. 101lOJ).-I07U e ••. C. L. '15. Act 16' of 1879, "Mlchlgan State mediCAl 
"""1,,ly."-IOIU C. L. '15. Act 58 of 1871. "Eclectic medical soclety."-101'9 
C. L. 'U. Act 58 of 1801. "Veterinary medical society."-10168 C. L. '15. Act 
18~ of 1881. "B.r .. ..,.,latlon .... -10109 C. L. '15. Act 111 of 1855, "Teacl,ers' 
.""""'ation .... -I017' C. L. '15. Act 100 of 1855. "Institution. of learnlng."-
10UI C. L. '15. Act 191 of 1801, "ABBOclatlooo for eetablishlng ocholarshlpa In 
Ihe UnlYerslty of Mlchlpn."-10878 C. L. '15. Chapter 58 R. S, 1846. Llbrarleo 
anrl Ir,,",ulDA.-I0681 C. L. '\5. Act 95 of 1868. "Polytechnic assoclatlon."
tI.701 C. L. '15. Act 156 of 1878. "Municipal. blstorlcal, blograpblCAI and geograpb-
1 .... 1 oncletieo."-I07l0 C. L. '15. Act 7t of 1879. ·~S8OClatlon. for Intellectual • 
... Ientll).,. etc ...... lture ... -IOTI8n C. L. '15. Charitable societies Inc. under Act 
Iftl of I.... Act III of 1887. "Engineering societles."-10788 ·C. L, '15. Act 
\55 of 187' ... ~n~lent socIeliel."-10801 C. L. '15. Act!O of 1855. "Charitable 
oodetieo."-I0811 C. I .. '15. Act!n of 18n. "Hoopltal. and asyluma."-10840 
C. L. '15. Act to. of 1887. "Eecleslastlcal bodles."-1088' C. L. '15. See note 
to S«. T onder hud of "El<ceptiooo". Societies for the Rudy of literature Inc. 
und .. r Act tOO of 1897, bot esempt.-IOTOI C. L. '15. '008n C. L. '15 ... uperseded 
'" thll I«tlon. 

Property of hen~l~nt lootltutlooo .. exempt from taxatioD.--Clty of Port 
Huron Y. Wrltrht. 150 M. '79. 

Morllr_ beld '" Hillsdale college not subject to ta:o:ation. They c:ome nnder 
"ub. I, Sec:. t. A morllrage .. taKable Be personal property, "Credits. "-Alt', 
Gpo'l Op. UOO, p. 177. 

Sl·B. I. The eharaeter of Iny organization dalmlng exemption nnder thl. 
r, roYI.loD muot he In fact .Imllar to tbose named In thl. lubdlvlolon, whlcb 
• not Intendffl to exempt the property of orpnlzationo wbose name merely 
ill .Imlls, to Ihfllle designated. 

SUB. ,. Penslonl Actually rec:<'lved and which have become mergM with 
nthe, pe ...... ""1 property In __ Ion of the pensioner on the second Mondu), 
In April, whether Invesled or unlnyested, are not e""mpt. 
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SUB. 5. Does' not entitle taxpayer to a reduction on account of liability 
IInder a lease for payment of rent for terms continuing into the future.-
Beecher v. Common Council. llO M. 456. . 

The reserve fund of a life insurance company, required by law for the pro
tection of policy holders, repre.'!ents a debt due or to become due within the 
meaning of the statllte, and is not subject to taxation.-Mich. Mutual Life 
Ins. Co. v. Detroit Common Council, 132 M. 408. See deduction of reserve 
fnnd, Sec. 11. 

Money under the control of the person assessed is not a credit from which 
G~bts can be deducted.-Att·y Gen'l Op. 1900, p. 190. 

"Debts" .is used in the flr.t line of this Sub. as synonymons with the word 
"credits" as used elsewhere in the act. . 

A personal tax against an ineolvent corporation in the hands ot a receiver, 
upon money deposited in a bank, is void.-City of Detroit v. Hertz. 184 M. 512. 

SUB. 7. A private gallery of paintings cannot be considered as exempt under 
this Sub. UFamily pictures" evidently mean family portraits. 

A library belonging to an individual is exempt from taxation.-Patterson v. 
Doard of Review, 125 M. 126. 

Slimmer Honses-Camp meetings....!to be assessed in one body if request is made 
to assessor. Act 57, Laws 1901. . 

SUB. 8. Musical in.truments are. not expressly included in the exemptions 
under this act. In Kehl v. Dunn, 102 M. 581. it was held that a piano was 
not "household goods, furniture or utensils" within the meaning of the statute 
exempting such property from execution. 

Where two families live in lhe same house and are joint owners of the 
furniture, living togethel' as one family, the exemption does not apply to each 
but both as a whole.-Op. Att'y Gen'l 1901, p. 123. . 

SUB. 9. Tools of a dentist come within the meaning of "mechanics' tools. "
Maxon v. Perrott, 17 M. 332. 

SUB. 12. There are no decisions that may he a direct guide to the interpre
tation of this Sub., but the following under Sub. 8 of Sec. 12858n C. L. 'IS. are 
worthy of notice: "The articles need not be absolutely necessary. but must be 
adapted to aid in carrying On the business and actually in use for that purpose.
Kenyon v. Baker, 16 M. 878. May include lumber owned by carpenter though 
intended to build house for self.-Stewart v. Welton. 82 M. 59; or seed wheat 
b~' farmer.-5tillson v. Gihbs. 46 M. 215." Whether each member of a firm may 
claim exemption of property owned and used by firm and whether stock in 
trade may be held exempt under this Sul>--quere. 

This Sub. does not apply to household furniture but to personal property used 
in business and if used by two partners both would not be entitled to exemptions. 
-Att'y Gen') Op. 1001, p. 123. 

The legislature may exempt from taxation the stock o{ and mortgages held 
h)' building and loan associations (citing Hall v. Burlingame. 88 M. 436, and 

. Supvrs. v. A. G .. 65 M. 406). and Sec. 17 of the Building and Loan Act, Sec. 
H)OIl ·C. L. 1915, exempting from taxation shares held by. members and mortgages 
Ileld by the association are expressly saved by the provisions of the general tax 
law of 1898.-National Loan and Investment Co. v. City of Detroit et aI., 186 M. 
451. 

Annual assess· 
ment by 
supervisors. 

OF THE ASSESSMENT. 

SEC. 10. (4004) An assessment of all the property in the 
State, liable to taxation. shall be made annually in ~he several 
townships, villages and cities thereof by the supervisors of 
the several t~wnships and wards, or in villages and cities 
where provision is made in the acts of incorporation or char
ter for some other assessing officer, then by such assessing 
officer, as hereinafter provided. 

History:-C. L. '97, 8838. 
Supervisors, ex-officio assessors of townships.-2111 C. L. '15. The office of 

supervisor in cities may be abolished by the legislature at will and its functions 
conferred upon other Dlunicipal officers.-Attorney General v. Cogshall, 107 M. 
181 . 
. Duty· of retiring public officer to deliver books and papers of' his office to 
su~cessor.-13554n e. s. C. L. 'IS. 

Personal tax cannot be assessed against a non-resident; nor can property 
be taxed unless it has an actual situs within the State .go as to be under the 
protection of its laws.-Graham v. Township of St. Joseph, 67 M. 653. 

Sec. "'1, . Chap. XXXI. providing for city assessor, is permissive merely and 
lInless assessor is appointed as therein provided assessment will be made by 
a supervisor.-Ostrander v. Board of Supervisors. III M. 64. 

CITIES GOVERNED· BY SPECIAL CHARTER: Adrian. Alma. Alpena, Ann 
Arbor, Bad Axe, Battle Creek. Bay City, Belding; Cadlllac,Charlotte. Cheboygan. 
Clare. Coldwater. Detroit. Eaton Rapids, Flint, GlRdstone. Grand Ledge, Grand 
Rapids, Grand Haven. Holland, Hudson. Ionia. Ironwood, Ishpeming. Jackson, 
Kalnmazoo. Lapeer, LRnsing. Manistee. Marshall. Marquette. Mason. Menominee. 
Muskegon, Muskegon Heights, Negaunee, North Muskegon, Port Huron. Saginaw. 
S,mduskv, Sault Ste. Marie, Traverse City, Three Rivers, West Bay City, 
Ypsilanti. 
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SEC. 11. (4005) All corporate property, except where Corporate 
Bome other provision is made by law, shall be assessed to the property. 

corporation as to a natural person, in the name of the corpo-
ration. The place where its office is located in its articles of 
incorporation shall be deemed its residence: Provided, Its 
business is actually transacted at such office; but if it shall 
establish its principal office in any other place than the place 
named in its articles of incorporation, then the place where 
it tranllacts its principal business shall be deemed its resi-
dence for all the purposes of this act. If there be no prin-
dpal office in this State, then at the place in this State wllere 
IIllch corporation or agent transacts business: Provided fur-
ther, That all the personal property of all corporations here-
tofore or hereafter organized under the laws of this State for 
the purpose of engaging in maritime commerce or navigation Navigat!oll 
shall be as8etlsed only in the city, village or township which is compames. 

Iltated in their original articles of association or in any 
amendment thereof heretofore or hereafter made, to be the 
location of their general office for business. The property 

31 

of corporations paying specific taxes shall be exempt, as to the Corl'orations. 
property covered by such taxation, except when otherwise ~~y~~es·pec,
pro\'ided by law. All other property of such corporation shall exempt. 

be taxed under this act. In computing the taxable property 
of insurance companies organized under the laws of this 
State, the value of the real property on which a company pays 
taxes shall be deducted from its net assets above liabilities, as Insllran"" 
dptprmined and shown by the last report of the Commissioner rompame&. 

of Insurance, including in such liabilities the legal reserve 
required by the laws of this State, or the regulations of the 
immrance department, and the remainder shall be the per-
Ilonal property for which the company shall be assessed. 

HllIfory.-Am. I~". p. no. Act 120. Imd. Ell'. May II ;-C. L. '07, ISS,;-Am .. 
IPft •. p. a.,. Art tis. Ell'. S<1>t. 17. 

Wh., .. luhotantiall,. all the Iu,sin_ of the corporation I. transacted. Where 
tM ...... 'I"'r And oth., active om~,. .zf'rcise powers of business manalrement 
and ....... he end dlol>1,rse funll. of the corporation Is the pIa"" where it "tran.-
.... b It prh,dp .. 1 bo.ln_."-Teagan Tral18pOJ'tation Co. v. Board of Assessors. 
III M. I. 

The p,.".IIIioDl relatln to the time, manner lind pI lice of ''' ........ ment of taxP • 
• re mandAtory; but owner cannot avoid Il.8lIeMment at actual residence by 
('18Imln, reoldpDC'e .Ioewhere for the pu~ of """apln!!, t""atlon.-Crittenden 
... lItl. Cl .. mena. 8' M. tlO. Statement In artiC\"" of 888OCiation of a corporation 
of the pia"" where ft. oIB"" for buoln""" Is located I" not conclusive a8'sin.t 
the Slate for the pUrpo8el of taxation. A t'Orporatlon mll.t have II local 11abltR
tion and ... nnot Ix a nominlll domicile In one pi""" while Ita Rctual domicile 
I. In anol""r and tho. IIvoid tallation lit tbe place of actual babltatlon.-Detroit 
TrRnoportalion Compan,. ... A-.re. tI M. aAt. 

ThO' amendment to S«. II of the r ... n .. ral Tal[ Law (Sec. 4005. C. L. illS) by 
Act "". Public Acta of IS85. provldlnlf for the taxation of property of corpora
tl""" enllll«ed In navl""Uon II In contlielt with the constitutional proYi.lon re
o"ln". a uniform nale of tallatlon. The constitutional provision requlnnlr unl
formlt,. of taution I. a limitation on the power of the lelrislature to determine 
lhe oitul for the taxation of personal property.-Teagan 'franoportatloo Co. v. 
BoRrd of A_n. III M. I. 

Where neither rorporation nor Ib peroonal property I. within the Junsdictlon 
of a. _I". om..-.r • .,...."t by .. Irtue of an unconotltutional statute. autbori.lnlf 
_nt of oucb prop.rty only at the place desilfnated by the artlcl ... of ouch 
.... rporatlon .. Ib ""neral oIBee. It II under no oblilfation to resist an a_ 
ment. and. b,. failin. to mist, "'- not lORe Its rI"ht to object to the Invalidity 
"f . the a_m .. nt when oued for the tal[~Portamouth Township Y. Cranage 
St ....... Wp Co. et al .. I •• M ..... 

100.801 and eor p. III. C. L. 'IS repealed b, Act II. of 18.1. Minlnlr properties 
a .. tnable nnd ... provlolona of thl. act. 

10 tdicUipa Dairy Compan,. Y. J\IrKlniIlY. 70 M. 57&. rorporete property "'M 
~ 10 corporate _ and to Ita IIIAIIIlger. H .. ld that alt .. rnatlve ......... 
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Copartner
ship property. 

Personal 
property, 
where ..... 
sessed. 
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meDti harmed no' one. taxes being paid except on personal estate, for which 
property of the corporatioo was sold. 

The action of the Commissioner of Insurance in fixing the amount of taxable 
pcrsonal property of an insurance company is conclusive and binding on the 
assessing officer.-Insurance premiums paid in advance are a liability of the 
co,npany.-Mich. Mut. Life Ins. Co. v. Hartz, 129 M. 104. 

As to taxation of Insurance companies tbis section does not violate Section 
11, Article H. of the Constitution. wbich provides that tbe legislature sball 
provide a uniform rule of taxation.-Idem. 

Railroad lands and ollly sucb as are held and presently used for railroad pur
poses, are exempt and the exemption does not apply to lands which have been 
acquired with a view to a future use of them by the railroad company.-Auditor 

, General v. F. & P. M. ·R. R. Co., 119 M. 682. 
The reserve fund of an insurance company required under Act 229 of the 

Laws of 1895, is subject to taxation, and is not a debt due or to become due. 
ond Is not a "liability."-Detroit Fire and Marine Ins. Co. v. Hartz et aI., 132 
M.578. 

Note.-This cannot apply to amended section. 
A private railroad owned and operated by a firm is real property, and should 

be assessed in the townships where situated, and not at the terminal point of the 
road.-Mitchell v. Lake Twp., 126 M. 867. 

For the purpose of taxation. a corporation and its shareholders are not 
different persons, or the corporate property and shares different property.
Stroh v. City of Detroit. 181 M. 109. 

A corporation has its residence for taxation purposes at the place wbere its 
principal office is located.-City of Detroit v. Lothrop Estate Co., Ltd., 136 M. 265. 

SEC. 12. (4006) For the purpose of assessing property 
and collecting taxes, a copartnership shall be treated as an 
individual, and whenever the name of the owner or occupant 
of property is required to be entered upon the assessment roll, 
if such property is owned or occupied by a copartnership, the 
firm name shall be used. A copartnership shall be deemed to 
reside in the township where its business is principally car
ried on. Each partner shall be liable for the whole tax, 

History:-C. L. '97, 8885. 
A corporation. has its residence for taxation at the place where its principal 

office is located.-City of Detroit v. Lothrop Estate Co. ·Ltd .. 136 M. 265. 
As to partnership lands, possession of surviving partner, see Merritt v. Dickey. 

38 M. 41. Surviving partner has title to personal assets of the firm until affairs 
of partnership are settled.-13850n C. L. 'IS. Assessments should be in the 
firm name in case of the property of a firm one member of whieb has died. 
if before the partnership business is closed out. In such case. while the legal 
title rests in the surviving partner. It is not his absolutely, but held by him 
only for the purpose of closing the partoership estate.-Blodgett v. Muske.....,n. 
61 M. 580. In Sage v. Burlingame, 74 M. 120, a co-partnership was held liable 
for taxes on lands belonging to one member of the firm and assessed to the firm 
by direction of its agents. 

Partnership property alleged to be held in joint tenancy, is held to have 
been properly assessed to partnership.-Hubbard v. Winsor, 15 M. 146. The 
provision that partnership property shall be assessed in the firm name is 
directory and must be construed in connection with the provision that no tax 
sloall be held invalid on account of having been assessed in the name of some 
olher person than the owner.-Hill v. Graham, 72 M. 659. 

See Sec. 99. ' 
Private banks owned by a co-partnership to be assessed under Sec. 11 in the 

township wher" the bank is located.-<>p. Att'y Gen'l 1900. p. 198. ' 
Board of State Tax Commissioners has authority nnder Section 148 of the 

general tax law to examine the books, papers and accounts of private hanks.
AU'y Gen') Op. 1901, p. ISD. 

SEC. 13. (4007) All personal property, except as herein
after provided, shall be assessed to the owner in the township 
in which he is an inhabitant, on the second Monday of April, 
of the year for· which the assessment is made. 

Hlstory:-C. L. '97. 8836. ' , 
In Beecber v. Common Council of netroit, 114 M. 128,relator claimed resi

lience in Negaunee and voted there, but owned and occupied house in Detroit 
for. two years and was assessed in latter city on personal property which was 
not assessed elsewhere. Held subject to assessment In Detroit. 'Tbe holding 
was the same in the City ot Detroit v. Macier. 117 M. 76, a case similar to the 
foregoing, and in which the court held that the finding of a jury that one assessed 
for taxes was a resident was conclusive. 

Title to personal property in tile possession of an officer at the time fixed for 
assessment, under attachment by creditors, remains in the owner and is legally 
assessed to him.-Township of Kalkaska .v. Fletcher, 81 M., '46., 
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A mortll.... muot be taud to tbe owner wbere be Jives. not wbere tbe Innd 

~~:::..:;;;;~.af~7":lt~· :'':.I!!.''i~~;,J' b~' t~' city of Detroit Is lIO"erned by the 
pro.i.loNl of Chapter 10 of the Detroit cborter and not by Sec. 11 of the Tax 
I. ..... Sec. 4087 C. L. 1115. and the city a88e88ing ollicer may assess one who 
"""08 from the cit, before tbe o«ond 1II0nda, in April of the year lor which the 
_ment i. mad •. --Cit, 01 Detroit v. Patten. UI 111. 24 •• 

Sot intended by Sec. II that e"ery _ment allainst personal property 
.hould ~ made on Oft"Ond 1II0nday of April. This section provides that the 
peAOn'. r ... id.nce on ....,.,nd Monday of April should be deemed to be his 
."';denee f .. r the pu __ of .......... ing biB personal property,-AU', Gen'l Op. 
I .... p, n •. 

A_ment of Ihe pe ... nal property to the Ferguson Hardware Co. which 
brlon~M to the .'e-rIfUAOD Hard,,'are Company. Ltd., r:ave no lien on the good~ 
of· the l'e'IfUJOOn Ha.dware Co .• Ltd .. "'hich W88 a different company composed 
of different .tockholde ... -Chlppewa Hardware Co. v. Atwood. 127 M. 338, 

"'here • taxpa)'er'. 8Me'88ment i. upon personal property. not subject to taxa
lion at lhe pl.ce ,.,herr the property i. taxed. the courts may review It.-Nester 
" Twp ... f Ba ....... IU M. UO. 

All per'llOnal property located ,.,llhln the limits of a city i. suhject to assess· 
meDt to the owner in luch cit,.-{)acar Daniel. Co. v. City 01 Sault Ste. lIIarie. 
2"~ ~I. 18'. • 

See Sec .• 1; .110 4178-81. C. L. '15. 

~Y.C. H. (4008) The excepted cases· referred to in the pre· Exceptions. 
('(~ding lIection are as follows, viz.: 

33 

First. All goods and chattels situate in some township other NOD-residents 
than where the owner resides shall be assessed in the township property. 

where lIituate. and not elsewhere, if the owner or person hav-
illJr control thereof hireR or occupies a store, mill, dockyard, 
"iling ground. place for sale of property, shop, office, mine, 
farm. place of storage, manufactory or warehouse therein, for 
nile in connection with lIuch goods and chattels: Provided, Proviso. 

That the procnring any such property to be manufactured 
upon contract shall be deemed the hiring a mill or manufac-
tory within' the meaning of this section; 

At>cond. All animals kept throughout the year in some town· Animal •. 
"hip othpr than where the owner resides shall be assessed to 
"ul'h owner or the pprson in posseflsion in the township where 
kppt; 

Third. All shares in banks, and trust, deposit and security Bank stock. 
companiPB lib all be assessed to their owners in the township, 
"i1Iage or city whpre the bank or trust, deposit or security 
company iM located: Prodded, That the shares owned by a Proviso, 

T,Prllon J't'Riding in the county where the bank or trust. deposit 
or Recurity company is located IIhall be assesRed in the town-
.. hip or city where he residell; 

Fourth. The perllonal property of minors under guardian- P~operty of 
.. hip IIhall be aRKPSlled to the guardian in the township where mlDors, etc. 
he resldl'R. and the perlJonal property of every other person • 
tmder gnardianship IIhall be allseslled to the guardian in the 
t01l'nship lI'here the ward resides; 

Fifth. The perllonal propprty belonging to the estates of de- Estates of 
cpa sed I,erllona. in the hands of the executors, administrators ~ 
or trustPe8, appointed under the last lI'm and testament of 
linch dt'Ceased perllon, or by any court of competent jurisdic-
tion. lib all he assessed to them in the township and in the 
"chool dilltrict lI'here the deceased last dwelt, until they shall 
"h·e.notice to the lIuper\'isor or othl'r alJseslling officer that the 
,,"tate has bet>n di .. trihuted to the legatees or beneficiaries' or 
othpr personR entitled thereto. If lIuch deceased :\\,as'a non· 
rr"ldrnt of the State lIuch p.roperty shall be aSRessed in thl! . 
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township where situated, to such executors, administrators or 
trustees, or to the Person in possession; 

Assessment to Sixth, Personal property under the control of a trustee or· 
~U~\~jg:~~nt agent, whether a corporation 01' a natural person may be 

assessed to such trustee or agent in the township where he re
sides, except as otherwise provided. Personal property mort
gaged or pledged shall be deemed the property of the person 
in possession thereof and may be assessed to him; 

Property on Seventh, All"personal property of any person situated upon, 
public lands. . also all buildings situated and being upon the lands of the 

United States or of this State, shall be deemed personal prop
erty for the purposes of taxation, and assessment, and shall 
be assessed as personal property, to the owner or occupant 
thereof, in the city, village or township in which such lands 
are situated, and such buildings shall be subject to sale for 
taxes in the same manner as herein provided for the sale of 

P,·o,·iso. personal property: Provided, howev~r, It shall not be neces-
sary to remove any such buildings for the purpose of sale; 

NOll'-residents. Eighth, Personal property of non-residents of the State, and 
Forest" all forest products owned by residents or non-residents, 
products. or estates of deceased persons, shall be assessed in the 

township, or ward where the same may be, to the person 
having control of the . premises, store, mill, dock, yard, piling 
ground, place of storage, or warehouse where such property 
is situated in s:uch township, on the second Monday of April 
of the year when the assessment is made, except that where 
such property is in transit to spme place within the State it 

l·'orest pro- shall be assessed in' such place, except that where such prop
r;;.c~iln ~rty is in' transit to some place without the State it shall be 

assessed at the place in this State nearest to the last boom or 
sorting gap of the stream in or bordering on this State in. 
which said property will naturally be last floated during the 
transit thereof, and in case the transit of any such property 
is to be other than through any ,vater course in or ·border
jng on this State, then' such assessment shall be made at the 
ilOint where such 'property will naturally leave the State in 
the ordinary course of its transit; and such property so in 

Destination transit to any place without the State shall be assessed to 
S~!~':.ut the ,he owner or the person, persons, or corporation in possession 

or control thereof, and iIi case such transit. will pass said 
. logs through the booms or sorting gaps, or into the places of 

storage of any person, persons, or corporation operating upon 
any such stream, then such property may be assessed to such 
person, persons, or corporation; and the person, persons or 
corporations so assessed for any such property belonging to 

Recovery of a non-resident of this State shall be entitled to recover from 
taxes paid.. the owner of such property, by a suit in attachment, garnish-· 

ment Or for money had and received, any amount which the 
person, persons or corporations so assessed are (is) compelled 
tt') pay because of such assessment, and shall have a lien ulJon 
said property as security. against loss or damage because of 
bein'g so assfssed for t~ property of another, and may retain 
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posllession of such property until sDch lien is satisfied: Pro- Lien. 
ddcd furt1u?r, That any owner or person interested in said 
property may secure the release Df the same from such lien . 
by giving to the person, persons or corporation so assessed a Proviso. 

IlOnd in an amount double the probable. tax to be assessed 
thereon, but not les8 than the sum of two hundred dollars, 
with two sufficient sureties, conditioned for the payment of 
such tax by Ilaid owner or person interested, and the saving 
of the person, persons or corporation assessed from the pay-
ment thereof, and from costs, damages and expense on account 
of his non-payment, which bond as to amount and sufficiency 
of sureties shall be approved by the county clerk of the county 
in which the assessment is made. 

Hillory:-C. L. '91. 1811; Am. 1899. p. 41. Act 82. Imd. Ell'. April 8;-Am. 1901, 
p. Ift2. Act 129. Ell'. Sept. 28;-Am. 1911, p. 801. Act 182, Ell'. Aug. 1 ;-Am. 1928, 
p. US. Act 181. Ell'. Aug. 10. 

SUO. I. Sre Town.hlp of Kalkaska \'. Fletcher. 81 M. 446. Logs in camp are 
loxable Ihere If Ihere 10 an olllce and building for local business.-Ryerson v. 
Mu.ke .. on. 51 ttl. 18.. See also Sub. 8. 

Lumber owned hy non-reoielenl corporalion nnel piled on dock lawfully assessed 
tn lalel corporation ao custodian of the dock. though part WBR claimed to 
hove behm .. ed 10 olhen. Not necessary that part claimed tn have belonged to 
other porty ohould ha\'e been a .. essed tn corporation as agent.-Sec. 24 does 
not limit authority conferred upon n •• esslng olllcer so as to require him to 
a .... ertllin ,,'h("tller the property is held by such person 8S agent. guardian or 
otherwl..,.-That one who hns control of Ihe dock for the purpose of pl...,ing 
Inmber th .. reon hlUl IOld part ot the lumber placed upon it tn another person 
who t. ,.lIthonuod to re-move it cloell not toke from the former the control of 
Ihat port of the dock contnlnlng the lumber sold so 08 to prevent the assessment 
of onch Inmber to the ",,1I .. r.-Spanish River Lumber Co. v. Bay City. 118 M. 181. 

Pe .. onal property belonllling to a r,artnershl p is nAAeli8ed in the locality where 
1\ I. If the Orm bn. It. place of bus ne .. there.-Willloms v. Saginaw, 51 M. 120. 

When a rommodlty I •• hipped to till. State and stored. and orders are Oiled 
f.om the otock 80 .tored from time tn time. the property is liable to assessment 
tor tax" lind ttuch 8ME'N-ment is not an Interference with inter·state commerce.
I'lon~"r Fuel Co. v. John Mollo)'. 181 ttl. 465. 

SlJ8. I. One who own. land. In contiguous parcels In adjoining townships. 
hut r ... leI ... In on. nnd keep. part of his stock in both. should be assessed il) 
Ihe __ ment eli.trlct. for the otock. where the own .. r resides at the time of 
....... ment. a ..... verned by Sec. 11. Op. All'y Gen'l 1908, p. 91. 

SlJO. I. Real ... tale owneel by bank. to be a ...... ed to the corporation.
~O!" C'. I .. '15: and .hare. to be a .... ssed at cash value a. bereln provided after 
r1eductln. the volue of the r"al ... tate nosessed tn the bank. See also. Howell v. 
C'a-.pnll •• 15 M. 471. A .tate .tatute provldlnlf thot shares In bnnks shall be 
taud to .I.orehold".... but requiring the bank tn pay the taxes (Sec. 46) and 
anlhorl.ln. It to rolled from .horeholde .. does not tax the bank. bllt Ita shares 
and I. volld.-Black on Tn Tlti ... 8. Bank stock certlOed by county clerk tn 
.npervloor .. ·110 hao no rl"ht tn a88 ... S It may be asse •• ed to owner where legally 
o ......... ble lbourh not certlded tn 8upervl.or.-Crlllenden v. ttlt. Clemens •. 86 M. 
flO. 

R. S. ..f t·. S. s..c. 52U aulhori.... th" taxation of national bank stock In 
lhe han,lo of Individual. In .nch manner and ploce ... the State may deter
mine .• ub) ... t only to the conditions that the rate shall not exceed thot of taxation 
on olher mon")'ed capltnl of citizen. and that non·residents of the State holdin, 
.Io .. k ohall be toxed In the ('lty or town where the bank I. located. 

A vlll •• e .. h.rter aulhorl.lnlf the tnxotlon of "oil property real .... d personnl 
... ·ltbln the limit. of onld vllla~" not exempt trom taxation for county and 
town.hlp PllrprMeO d ..... not warrant the tnxation by the village of the shares 
of .hareholele .. wbo reside In another town.hlp In the 8ame county.-Howell v. 
Ca_poll., u ttl. nl. . 

Me"".1I8. 
Si'O. 5. A le •• t..., cannnt be _oed tor a 1"1f1U')' not yet due and In tbe 

hand. of the ex«utor.-Herrlrk Y. Big Rapld_, 51 ttl. 554. The aoo_men! of 
•• ".rdlan upon an "ndlsputed letrUL'Y tn hi. minor ward I. In .. alid.-Ba .... tnw 
,'. Bilr Rapid.. 58 ttl. 15. S"pervl..,r who asaesse8 land to estate after adminis
tration and dl"""ar,., of ex..,,,tnn. Inotead of tn the devise... who are tbe 
nomen of the land. fall. to a_.. BI contemplated by !be otatutes.-Fowler 
v. Campl ... n. 100 M. 1e8. Sub. doeo not Include forest products. See Sub. 8. 

Me "Snit for Tax""," noteo to Ser. 41.-Town.hlp of Orion v. Axford, III M. 17D. 
Sl:O.'. s..curltieo belonlflng to B re.ident of the State. but In euotody of 

an a~nt IIvlnlf In 8 rlllI'"","t town. If 088 ... ..-.1 to both. ns ..... ment to owner 
tllll... PI"ft'f'drfK'e.--Curtifi \". Kit-hland. 5a" M. '7ft See Sec. 8 and ··Pawn 
hruker •• •f St"('. .8. 

An a_Rlent for peroonnl property to the _on hBvlnlf control of the prOp
.rty RIa k... oueh penooll person"ny responsible for the tax. Where personal 
property I. -" to an .gent, property ot the a,.,nt's principal eanno'. be 
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GENERAL TAX LAW 

seized where the property assessed is not the . property seized and not the property 
of the principaI.-Pioneer Fuel CD. v. Johll Molloy, 181 M. 465. 

'Resident trustees holding credits 10r the beneHt of non-residents, are within 
the terms of Section 8, Sub. 6, and Sectio·n 14, Sub. 6.-City of Detroit v. Lewis, 
IOD M; 163. . 

Choses in action owned by anon-resident which are in the custody of .an agent 
in this State are not subject to taxation. Subdivision 6 refers only to personal 
property the legal title 1)f which is in. the agent or trustee.-Barrs v. City of 
Grand Rapids, 129 M. 572. . . 

Mortgages owned by non-residents which are in the temporary custody of an 
agent in this State are not subject to taxation. Money collected by an agent 
or attorney for a non-)'esident client does not become taxable merely because 
it. is in their hands on the date fixed for assessment.-Village of Howell v. 
Gordon. 127 M. 517. . . 

The holder of the legal title to personai property, as distinguisbed from mere 
possession and control. under a trust instrument transferring the personalty 
to a trustee tor the benefit of the wife and children of the testator. should be 
treated as the owner for the pUTPose of assessment.-Hills v. The City of Mus-
kegon, 158 M. 551. , '. '. 

Logs, piled on ground that is leased. ate assessable to tbe lessee, tbougb tbe 
seller of the logs under contract with' such lessee necessarily had temporary 
control of the premises, in ord ... r to do the loading on cars, as provided by agree
ment.-Gow v. McFarren, 164 M. 28; Gow v. Stoddard, 164 M. 335. . 
. Replevin does ·not lie for logS levied on for taxes wbich were partly valid and 

partly invalid.-Idem. . 
SUB. 8. Standing trees are not forest products.-Fletcber v. Township Alcona, 

72 M. 18. See also Avery v. DeWitt, 72 M. 25, and note to Sec. 2. A contract for 
the sale of· lumber providing it should belong to the vendor until shipped, is 
properly assessed to vendor if before shipment.-Hovey v. G1lw, 81 M. 314. 
Timber cut under a contract that buyer was to cut and remove within five years 
reverted to seller If left on land after expiration of the period.-Gamble v. Gates, 
97 M. 465.' . 

As it appears that plaintift' procu'red the lumber !!ssessed to be manufactured 
it would follow that it was properly assessed to plaintiff, i1 he was the owner.
Grand Rapids Bark and Lumbe)' Co. v. Inland TownShip, 136 M. 121. 

Logs piled on the right of way of a private railroad owned and used by 
a firm engaged, in the lumber business are assessable in the township where 
they are located at the time provided by law for taking the assessment. Logs 
floating in a lake, so thaf at the time flxed by law for assessment they were 
in dift'erent townships. but were all intended for use at a· certain saw mill. 
were properly assessed in the township where the mill was located.-Mitcbell 
v. Lake Twp., 126 M. 36,. • 

The PI'O"isiol). relative to payment by one in possession and his remedy has 
some similarity to one in the law of 1859.--8ee'Sears v. Cottrell, 5 M. 25.1. 

Property in the hands of a piano dealer, belonging to a non'resident cOTPoration 
by which the ·pianos were consigned to the dealer, was validly assessed to the 

·latter.-Crllwford v. Koch. 109 M .. 372 . 
. Pianos so consigned and assessed to the dealer are not required to be assessed 

separately from other property owned by and asssessed to· him.-Idem. 

SEC. 15. (4009) All forest product~ in transit on the sec
ond Monday in April in each year and thereafter found in the' 
waters or streams of this' State or 'on the banks or shores of 
any lake, pond or stream of this State, when the same is not 
at the place where it is to be manufactured, shall be held to 
have a place of destination at the ~ortiilg grounds of the raft· 
ing and driving agents or booming company nearest the mouth 
of the stream, unless the contrary shall be made to appear by' 
the owner or party having the same' in charge: Provided. 
That all lumber, logs, timber, ~ath, pickets, shingles, posts. 
rordwood, tanbark, telegraph 'Or telephone poles, or railroad 
ties, tlutt may be piled or left iii any yard, railroad reserve, or 
in any ·shed, shall not be deemed in transit, but shall be as· 
sessed to. the person or corporation having control of the 
yard, railroad reserve, shed or place of storage' where the 
same may be situated at the time provided by law for taking 
'such assessment, 

Pt'ovided furthel', That forest products which have been 
piled or left on the banks or. shores of any lake, pond or 
stream of this state for more· than six months shall not be 
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deemed in transit, but shall be assessed as prol'ided in the 
preceding section, 
HI.tory:~, L, '87, IMlN:-Am, 1921, p, 419. Act f1', Eff. Aug. 18. 
I~ and lumbe-r pilrd along the railroad track awaiting the convenience 

of the ownf'r or tacilitiee for shipment are not in transit and are assessable 
wlll'r •• Uu8UfI; and in 8u('h C8se the fset of the existence of contracts to load 
or that 80me e\'ent h8.8 tranaplred to prevent shipment or that owner intepds 
10 ahlp In Ihe nnr fulure should have no weight.-Maurer v. Cliff, 94 M. 194. 
1.0,... r,iled durin .. the winter on the ice of a lake close by' railroad awaiting 
ladlll ee for shipment by rail are not in transit, but are assessable where 
altuatM.-I'lainnelri Township Y. Sage, 107 M. 19. Lumber piled on leased 
,round awaiting shlpmenl PfOPt'rly a.""""ed there.-Hood v. Judkins. 61 M. ~7~. 

Lumber at railway otation for Iransit merely 18 not taxable at tbat place 
•• propertt' In otoroge.-Monroe v. Greenhoe. 54 M. 9. Logs placed in river or 
lake for Ihe purpose of ohlpment. but not for storage or for definite time 
nor to await B lI)lulu-t. and "'hieh ,,"ere frozen in the ice upon the lake at the 
time of ........ J:lenl "'ere held to be In transit, It appearing that sucb transit w.. In progre .. when suspended by the close of the open 8ea80D.-Pardee Y • 
• 'reeooil, H M. 81. Where foreat products are on banks or shore, and not 
a' place or lJulnufnrture. destination is at sorting grounds unless owner makes 
<'Ontrary to oppev.-Elk Rapids Iroo Co. v. Township of Helena; Same v. 
To .. 'n.hip of Milton, 117 M. Ill. 

Logo banked h,to • otream, and only waiting time of high water to he 1I0ated 
to destiDAtion or oortlng grounda. and which are treated by the owners as in 
Iransit do not fnil ,,';thln the provision as to lumber aO(i, logo piled or left in 
yard, shed or ony other plRCe In the township where the same may be at the 
time for a ....... rnent.~ornlng v. M88onviJIe, 74 M. 177. Further 88 to foreat 
product. In tranail, aee Boyce v. Cutter. 70 M. 539. 

An .ut!'88D1ent made on property which i8 not assessable Is void. as on logs 
In Iranail and ... known to the allSe880r and OBs_able at place of destination.
Brooke Y. Towllohlp of Arenll<', 71 M. 18J. 

J.on pilr<! on Ihe right Df way of a private railroad owned and used by 
• ftrlD erllr8~ed In the Jumber busines8 are assessable in the township where 
Ihey are located at the time prO\'ided by law for taking the assessment. Logo 
lloatlng In a lake. 00 Ih"t at the time fixed by law for asoeooment they were 
III dlfferenl townships bul were ail intended for use at a certain saw mill were 
~roperlY a_r<! in Ihe township wbere the mill was located.-Mitchell v. Lake 
J'wp .. 128 M. 107. 

See OUT C. L. 'u relative to marking IIOQIIDg logo and timber. J.ogo bear· 
l:gr.=d~~e':::"c.'~II'I~ presumed to belong to parly In wbose name mark 
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SEC. 16. (4010) It shall be the duty of the supervisor of Supervisor to 
the tOll'nship in which any such logs, timber, railroad ties, view logo, ete. 

tell'graph poles or tanbark, cut prior to the time of taking the 
nnnual assessment, may be banked or piled, or that may be in 
transit, to ascertain the amount of lIuch property which may 
be or may have bet'n in his township or assessment district at 
any time during the month of April in each year, liable to 
assl'ssment, by actual "iew of the same, as far as practicable, 
Ilnd to fix the value of .such property. and to assess the sllIlle 
to the owner thl'reof a8 hel't'in provided. 

Illatory :~. L. "1, lSI'. 
See Mo.... II and U. 

SKC, 11, (4011) No l'hange of location or sale of any per· Location of 

lIonal property, after the first day of lIay in anyone year shall :~,:~I 
uft'l'ct the allHf'IIHment made in 8uch year. As between school y. 

districts and road diHtricts the location of personal property 
for taxation shall be dl'termined by the same rules as between 
aHlleSSment districts: P"'Qdded, That whenever the owner or 
occupant shall reside upon contiguou8 tracts or parcels of , 

. land "'hich lie in two or more aS8essment districts, then the 
per80nal property of t'1Ul'h owner, or occupant shall be assessed 
in tbe aSH{'MHment district where such owner or occupant re
sides at the time the aMsessment is made. 
HI.tolT~. L. '87, I.... ' , 
See. IT In part provides Ihat no "hang., of location or .. I., of personal property 

after the llnot da,. of May In anyone rear .ball affect the .... eooment made In 
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such year. Section 24 of the general tax law provides that the assessing officer 
shall make and complete an assessment roll on or before the third Monday of 
May in each year, and in my judgment the assessing officer would have until 
the third Monday in May within which to complete any assessment. Opinion 
Attorney General, 1900 p. 223. 

Sec. 24 was amended by. Act 326 of 1907. by providing that the assessing officer 
shall have until the first Monday in June in which to complete the assessment roll. 

ASSESSllIENT, HOW MADE. 

SEC. 18. (4012) It shall be the duty of each supervisor or 
other assessing officer as soon as possible after entering upon 
the duties of his office, or as may be directed and required by 
the provisions of an! acts of incorporation of any city or 
village making special provision for such assessment, to ascer
tain the taxable property of his assessing district, and the per-

Shall require sons to whom it should be assessed and their residences. For 
'::.:::t~ stst.,. this purpose he shall require every person Q.f full age and 

sound mind who the supervisor or assessor believes has prop
erty which is not exempt from taxation, to make and sub
scribe to a true and correct written statement, under oath, 
administered by such supervisor or assessing officer or other 
officer qualified to administer oaths under the laws of this 
State, of all the taxable property of such person, firm or 
corporation, whether owned by him or it or held for the use. 
of another, and it shall be the duty of every such person, firm 
or corporation, to make such statement under the following 
form of oath, duly administered by the supervisor or assessing 
officer: 

Form or oath. STATE OF MICHIGAN, 1 ss 
. County of .............. j • 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , being duly sworn, deposes 
and says that the above is a full and true statement of all the 

. taxable p;roperty owned by him liable to assessment in this 
assessing district. 

(Signed) ........................... . 
Dated this ......................... day of ............ . 

A. D.19 .... 
Subscribed and sworn to· before me this ............. day 

of~ ................... A. D. 19 ... . 

Supervisor (or assessor). 
Proviso. Provided, That any person having no property which is not 

exempt; if required to take an oath by the supervisor or as
sessor, may take the following oath: 

No prope"ty. ~~!~: S~. ~~~~~~.~~: } ss . 
... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , being duly sworn, deposes 

and says that he has no property or effects liable to taxation. 
Dated this ......................... day of ............ . 

A. D.19 .... 
(Signed) ........................... . 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this ............. day 
of ....... > •••••••••••• • A. D. 19.... . 

Supervisor (or assessor). 
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IIi.tor,':---{:. I.. "7, I.U; Am. I~gg, p. 175. Act no. Elf. Sept. 23. 
The pru\'j,.iun makin .. it the dut, of lupeorvi80rs to require e\'ery person of 

filII nee anti MOlind mind. etc.. to make. subscribe Rnd verify 8 statement of 
th~ taxahle property owned b)' hiro or held by him for the use of another 
iii mandatory.-Supt'nisor oped not visit penonally such persons. but may mail 
Malik .t tlt"mt"nt ,,'jtb Dotin!' to appf'ar before him oDd verify the 8sme.-Turner 
\". Ci .... uit Judl!t'. 05 M. I. 

Ap.ft8Ur callout properly make an 8MeMment against known facts.-Brooks 
v. 'Iownothip of _",polle. 71 M. 2'1. Actual knowledge, howe\'er acquired. di~ 
PNIIWfI ~.'ith the nPC.'t"SMity tor notice.-Jones v. Iron Co .• 96 M. 98. Omission in 
IIItotrme-nt dfJe8 nnt justify the OSfieAAOr in ne.d«ting to asse88 property which 
lie kn..,,.· .. to h.u't' twt-n omitted. It i8 the duty of the assessor to diligently 
ilJqnire aJi to the taxnble property "'ithin his jurisdiction. 

!'iuJ)f'rviHOr may rf'(luire pre'llK"t"liHUr to deliver to him the books and papers 
IX'longin~ to the otlice.-Sc-hnf'idf'r v, M("h'or, 58 M. 511. 

Oue huldimr: taxable prnprrty in more than one capacity should make a separate 
",btement in (>1\('11 cap .... it)·. If he is Jrusrdian of an infant. trustee of a ba,nk
rupt ftrtat(>. ac1minl!iilrntor of the estate of a deceased person and executor of 
unuttM?r. hE' Ina)' I)f' rE'Quired to make 8 statement of his own property and also 
kparatfo .tatelJlt"ntJI of the property held by him in bis 8e"eral fiduciary relations. 
-~ Sec. :u. 

"'hen 8 "illoR'e charter does not require an 888e8SOr to require a sworn state
n f'nt of taxahle propertYt a village tax R8Sessed without assessor requiring .t,.·" 8b.tt'ment to be made I. not Invalidated thereby though the general tax 
I ... requirt'" it for gt'nt'ral a ....... ment.-Lumber Co. V. Village of Oscoda, 07 !II. 
a:n. 

Supt'"I.",... 8ulhorlzt'd 10 administer oath.-2118 C. L. '15; and may put 
nny penKJn IInelf'r oath on any IItntemeDt made to them. Authorit)' of public 
utl\,'ers to adminiwtt>r onths In certain C81e8,-1468. C. L. '15. 

s.... Set· •. 100. 118, UO. 

~.;('. 19. (!013) In taking such assessment the supervisor AllSes..ors' 
or al'ltlestlor shall utle one of the following blank forms, as may blanks. 

he necessary: 

39 

l',·opaty of Bankers and B"Qkers.-The principal or ac· Bankers and 
('(mnting officer of e,·ery bank whose capital is not represented brokers. 

by sharI'!! of Rtock, and every private banker, broker or stock 
jobber shall make out and deliver to the assessor a statement 
which he shall ,·erify by oath, showing: 

1. The amount of money on hand and in transit j !IIoney. 

~. The amount of funds in the hands of other bankers, Funds subject 
brokerll. or other persons, subject to draft j to draft. 

3. The amount of checks and other cash items not included Checks, etc. 

in pithpr of the preceding items; 
!. The amount of bills rpcph·able, discounted or purchased, Bills recelv-

and other creditR due or to beeome due; able. . 

:i. The amount of bonds and stocks of every kind except Bonds and 
l'nited States bonds, and shares of capital stock of corpora- stocks. 

tiOIlS or companips hpld as an investment or in any way repre-
IOt'nting assets; 

6. All other property appertaining to said business other Other 
t hun real estate; property. 

7. The amount of all deposits made with them by other Deposits. 

parties; 
R The amount of all accounts payable, other than current Acrounts 

dt'posit accounts; payable. 

9. The description and \"Blue of all real estate owned by Real estate. 

him or them. 
The aggn>gate amounts of the seventh and eighth items Mnnner of 

"hnll be dpducted from the aggrpgate amounts of the first, =~~~r~;g 
I'('('ond, third and fourth iteml!, and the remainder, if any, . 
I'Ihall be as!!l'Ilspd as moneys. The amount of the fifth item 
.. hall be as!!PMMed as stocks and bonds, and the sixth item shall 
he assel'lMPd the same all other similar property. anef the as· 
I<PIIIIOr Rhnll mnke a separate entry of each of these amounts 
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(separate from the assessment of real estate) and the whole 
shall make up the aggregate personal assessment of such per
son, party or corporation. 

For Pawnbrokers.-Every person or company engaged in 
the business of receiving prfrperty in pledge or as security for 
money or other consideration or thing advanced to pawner or 
pledger, shall be held to be a pawnbroker and shall be required 
to make a statement and return under oath, reciting: 

1. The value of all stock in trade actually owned by him or 
'them an(,l- the true cash value thereof; 

'2. The amount and value of all property held in pawn for 
any pawner, pledger or customer; 
,a. , The aggregate amount of money consideration or value 

paid and advanced by such pawnbroker thereon. 
And the amount of the true cash value of all such property, 

less the amount of consideration or value paid, shall be as
sessed as the property of such person or corporation. 

Property of Companies.~The president, secretary or prin
cipal accounting officer of any company or association, incor
porated or unincorporated, except railroad, insurance and 
telegraph companies and banking corporations, the taxation 
of which is specifically provided for by law, shall make out 
and deliver to the assessor a sworn statement setting forth the 
following: _ ' 

1. The name and loc,ation of the company, corporation or 
association; 

2. The amount of capital stock authorized and the num
ber of shares into which the same is divided; 

3. The amount of capital actually paid in; 
4. The market value of the stock, or if they have no market 

value then the actual value of the shares of stock; 
5. The cash value of all its personal property, giving each 

kind separately as far as practicable; 
6~ The total of all b'ona fide indebtedness, except indebted

ness for current expenses, excluding from such expenses all 
amounts paid for the purchase or betterment of said property; 

7. The description and value of all real property. 
The amount of the seve1).th item shall be deducted from the 

amount of the fourth item, and the balance, if any, assessed 
as the cash value of the personal estate. The amount of the 
sixth item shall be deducted from the amount of the fifth item, 
and ·the balance, if any, assessed as personal. 

Vessel and Marine Property.-The president, secretary or 
principal owner of all navigation or transportation com
panies, and, each and every owner of any vessel, steamboat, 
wharf boat, barge or water craft, shall make out and deliver 
to the assessor a sworn statement setting forth: 

1. The name of the company;, 
2. The location of its principal office; 
3. The amount of capital stock paid in; 
4. The ca8h value of such stock; 
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5. The name of each and every boat or vessel owned by Name and 
lIuch company or individual, with its insurance rate and value of boats. 

nloe; 
6. The ,-alue of all other personal property used and be· Personal 

longing therewith or thereto; . . property. 

7. The actoal bOlla fide indebtedness upon every such boat Indebtedness. 

or "cRllel separately; 
8. The value of all real property owned by such company Real estate. 

or person, with the description of the same, if in his assessing 
district; 

9. The value of all franchises, slips or docks owned or used ~:r.~h~1';,':· 
by Ruch company or person. 

The actual v~lue of all such property after deducting the Assessable 
amount of the seventh item shall be deemed the assessable value. 

nlue of Ruch property. 
In caRe of the refusal of the president, secretary, principal Examination 

accounting otHcer or owner her~inbefore m~ntioned to I!lake ~!f~:i~% 
the Ratement or statements herembefore reCIted and reqUired, make 
the prOllecoting attorney shall caose soch person, on com- statement. 

plaint of Ruch assessing officer, to appear forthwith before a 
circuit court commissioner, ,,-ho is hereby authorized to issue 
Rom mons therefor and to order its service and to compel the 
attendance of Raid officer or person in obedience to such sum-
mons, and to examine them under oath, and make such in
vestigation at the expense of such bank, corporation or per-
Ron aR may enable such commissioner and assessing officer to 
obtain the information provided for in this section. 

For General PurpOllc8.-Every owner of property liable to Sworn .tate
taxation under the provisions of this act, being of full age and ~.i~t of Jl~:r 
Round mind. ,,-ho is a resident of this State, shall make out req • 

and deliver to the supervisor or assessor on demand, a sworn 
IItatement of all the property owned or held by him as follows: 

REAL PROPERTY. 

AD accnrate dellcription of each parcel of land, with the Realt)'. 
ntlmber of acres contained therein. 

PERSONAL PROPERTY-CREOITS. 

1. All annuities and royalties; Annni.tir •• 

2. All credits of every kind owing to such person, whether ~~~:~:",' 
RIlCh iDdebtednl'SR is due from iudh-iduals or from corpora-
tiona, public or printe. and whether debtors reside within or 
"'ithout this State, including all dl'posits in banks or with 
eIther corporations or individuals; together with a statement 
of any part thl'reof that is secured by real estate mortgage on 
lands Rituated in Rome other State: 

3. All bona fide indebtedness. owing by such person, giv- Indebtedness. 
log au itemized Rtatement in dl'tail, how Recured. and to whom 
o,,·ing. and the rellidence of soch creditorR and the amount due 
pach, providl'd he desirl'R to have the same dl'ducted from his 
creditR. 
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PERSONAL PROPERTY-CHATTELS. 

Bank shares. 1. All shares in banks organized in this State under any 
law of this State or the United States, and their cash value 
aftel' deducting the value of the real estate taxed to banks; 

Foreign stock. 2. All shares in foreign corporations, except national 

Shares in 
Michigan 
companies. 

Moneys. 

Jewelry. 

Billiard 
tables, etc. 

Patent rights. 

Animals. 

Carriages, 
etc. 

Tools. 

Macbinery. 

Boats. 

Mercbandise. 

Loll'S, lumber, 
etc. 

Other 
property. 

Exemptions. 

PropertY in 
trust. 

Dogs. 

Improve
ments on 
R. R.lands. 

banks, and their cash value; 
3. All shares in other corporations organized under the 

laws of this State when the property of such corporation is 
not exempt, or is not taxable to itself and their cash value; 

4. All moneys; 
5. The value of all gold and silver plate, watches, dia

monds and jewelry; 
6. The value of all household furniture, over and above 

exemptions; 
7. The number and value of all billiard tables and other 

personal property used in connection therewith, and all other 
similar property owned or in possession by him; 

8. All patent rights and their value; 
9_ The number and kinds of domestic animals not exempt, 

and their value; 
1G. All carriages and other vehicles, and sleighs kept for 

pleasure or hire, and their value; 
11. All mechanical and agricultural implements and tools, 

and their value; 
12. All machinery not affixed to real property, arid its 

value; 
13. All ships, boats .and vessels, whether at home .01' 

abroad and their value; 
14. All merchandise and stock in trade, including grain in 

('levators, and its value; 
15. All logs, timber, lumber, posts and ties, and their 

value where the same is situate on the second Monday in 
April, as near. as may be, and the distinctive marks thereon, 
if any, and place of destination in this State; 

16 All other goods, chattels and personal property not 
heretofore specifically mentioned, and their value, except prop
erty specifically exempt from taxation; , 
. 17. All goods and chattels which are exempt from {axa
tion; 

18. All moneys or other personal property held as as
signee, attorney, executor, guardian or agent, liable to taxa
tion under the-laws of this State; 

19. The number of dogs of all kinds over six months old; 
20. The value of all elevators, warehouses and improve

ments on lands, the title to which is vested in any railroad 
corporation, and the value of the contents. 

History:-C. L. '97, 3842. 
All the forms are delivered to assessors by the county treasurer. It is the 

,duty of the assessor to. furnish . every person required to make such statement 
with a blank. and to either call for it or notify such person or company to 
present it to him at a specified time and place. 

BANKERS AND BROKERS: Does not relate to incorporated banks. "nrl the 
special rules for assessment of the property and stock of >ncorporaterl banks 
would not apply to the assessment of property listed under this section. 

PA WNBROKERS. Personal property in' pawn, being assessable to the pawn
broker, is not to be a..sessed to the owner. 
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PROPERTY OF COMPANIES: See now to Sees. 5, 8, 11. 
Section \, relat .. exclusively to the statement made by per.on •• firms or corpora

tio.... TI.ia aectlon. under tbe bead of "property of companies" provides that 
ant" mmpaoy 01' U80ciatlon incorporated or unincorporated. except railroads, 
I".ura ...... and telegraph compani... and banking corporations. etc.. shall make 
out and deliver to the aaaessor a Iworn statement oetting forth certain facts. 
Tbe paragrapb following Sub. 7 i. a general rule authorized by the legislature 
for the purpose of ascertaining the personal property of a corporation for 
""fJ1<M8 of taxation where no other method is expressly provided for in the 
.. "neral tn law: but wh."e in the general tax law the legislature has expressly 
provided how the property of certain corporations shall be assessed. then in 
Ihot c_ lhe opeeial provision governl. Sec. \9 is but a small part of the 
.. en~ral lax law and In placing a construction upon it we must consider the 
"'hole IIL"t in ao far as its levera) aeclionl bear upon the particular point UDder 
('1',nRideration. and no literal ronstruction can be resorted to that in any way 
yiolalN the clear Intent of tbe le"islature. Whenever it conflicts with or con
tra'enN any of the rzJW~" provisiona of said oct in regard to the manner of 
maklne the ......... ment. the provision stating of what personal property shall 
ron.l.t .nd Ihe exemptions provided for.· then and to tbe extent of lucb con
trav"ntion. It muot "Ive way to tbe more Important and expr .... provisions of the 
.tatute. For the purpos ... of taxotlon Sec. 8 expre ... ly states what personal prop
"rty .hall Include. and Sec. 9 08 distinctly designates the personal property 

i~~~rJ:::'~~. TI::'~r ":.1:.0': JP~. ~ a':JPs~~~ 5 Po'f~e:Y o."'1nd'~~:ed":es~ O~:i\h~~ 
an Individual. IJrm or corporation call on/V be deducted 'rom credit.. If tbet'e 
are no ,-red ita .hown In the statement of personal property there is nothing 
from whlrb the debU can lawfully be deducted. When the personal property of a 
ro.fpOration baa bern llIICertained by the """ .... inlll omcer for purpo .... of taxation. 
pursuant to Sec. II. or .. nd"r the authority conferred .. pon him by Sec. 22. 9r 
both. he tben a_eo tbe personal property to the company or corporation as 

r" ovlded by Sec. II. or according to the special provisions 01 the general tax 
aw that mOF apply to the portkular corporation OBS .... ed. and tbe real property 
Ii "-<I a. provided In S.,.,. 8.-Oplnion of Attorney General Oren, March 28. 
uno. 

Tax Comml .. lon .. ". have allowed private banks to deduct the amounts which 

!~~r a=-J~bd~I=I~~p.t~~~.yC~~!f'J9';!~hg~~B~Ving names 01 depositors 
The dH"rmlnotion of • .......,r. and the board of review as to the .,..h value 

of the property aooeooed cannot be dl.turbed if relllular. and not fraudulent.
DHroit CIUlen. Strert R'y Co. v. Common Council of Detroit. 125 M. 678. 

The .pedal provisiun for the o ....... ment of corporations in general. that the 
.. Iue of the .tock. 1_ the real estate. should be o .. essed. 88 well 88 tbe cash 
value of all personal property. I.... bono fide Indebtedne... is unconstitutional 
.nd .. old •• Ince it would r ... ",lt In double taxation if there were no real estate 
Rnd no d"blo: and bnid .... the provloion 08 to deducting debts is Invalid. because 
It dON not conform to the uoual method of deducting debts from credits only.
Id .. m. 

TURtion af .hare. of ItO<'k of a foreillln corporation beld hy tbe residents of 
thl. Stat". the corporate property being situated and taxed in this State. Is 
du .. ble laxation within the prohibition 01 tbe constitution requiring a uniform 
n.l" of tuation.-Strob ... City of DHrolt. 181 M. 100. . 

tOlTn. IItl. and 11118 C. L. '15 provldinlll for report as to stock. etc .• of 
certain corporationa are held by Attorney General to be superseded by this 
lIIft"'tinn. 

n:SSF.L PROPERTY: See note to Sub. 4. Sec. 8. 
A otock of .......... rI... k"pt to furnloh luppli... for the crew and pa .. engers on. 

II line of .I .. amboab _'ned and operated by a railroad company Is not subject to 
I.ullan.-Per .. Mllrq .... tte R. R. v. City of Ludin.,ton. 188 M' B97. 

m-:NKRAI. Pl!RPOSKS: PERSONAL PROPERTY-CREDITS-Sub. I. It can
nnt be preoumM tbat the BMeOIIOr can bave any personal knowledge of tbe 
amo .. nt of d"bU 'ouhJect to deduction unless statement Is furnllhed.-Flrst 
Natlonal Bank of St. JOIIPpb v. Town.hlp of St. J08eph, 40 M. 526. ' 

Where land b... bern conuyed and the .tandlng timber is reserved by the 
..,antor. ouch reoe"ed Inter ... t may be assessed separately to the grantor as 
real eotal ... -Ward et al. ... F ... ho Township. \45 M 56. 

l·he inl .. reot of • vendor in land under controct II personalty.-Bowen v. Lan
line. It. M. 111. 

SEC. 20. (-lOll) The supervisor or assessor shall not ac- Imperfect 
('('pt any of the statements herein above required as final or statements. 

Rufticient when sllch statement is not properly subscribed and 
(jworn to, but shall preser\'e the same as in other cases, and 
such statement may be used in making the assessment and as 
p\'idence in any pro('eeding which may arise respecting the 
making of the aSKeSHml'nt of. the party furnishing such state-
ment. . 

Hloto..,.:-C. L. "1. 18 ... 
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SEC. 21. (4015) In every case when any person or mem
ber of any firm or officer of any corporation shall wilfully 
neglect or refuse to make out and deliver a true and correct 
sworn statement, under oath, administered by the supervisor 
or other assessing officer or members of the 'Board of State 
Tax Commissioners herein provided for or other officers or 
shall answer falsely or refuse to answer questions concerning 
his property or property under his control, as required by 
this act, such person shall be deemed guilty of a misdemean,or, 
and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by.imprison
ment in. the county jail not less than thirty days nor more 
than six months, or by fine not less than 'one hundred dollars 
nor more than one thousand dollars, or by both such fine 
and imprisonment in the discretion of the court. And it shaD 
be the duty of the supervisor, assessing officer, and each mem
ber of the Board of State Tax Commissioners whenever he 
is satisfied that any person liable to make such assessing 
statement is justly liable to such penalty, to report the case 
to the prosecuting 'attorney of the- county and make proper 
('omplaint for such prosecution. 

History:-C. L. '97, 8844;-Am. 1899, p. 228, Act 154, Imd. Eft'. June 23. 

SEC. '22. (4016) If the supervisor or assessing officer or 
a member of the Board of State Tax Commissioners shall be 
satisfied that any statement so made is incorrect, or if, by 
reason of absence or other cause, said sworn statement can
not be obtained from the person, firm or corporation whose 
property is so assessed, said supervisor, assessing officer or 
any member of the Board of State Tax Commissioners is 
hereby authorized and required to examine, on oath, to be 
fl dministered by any of them any other person or persons 
whom he may have g09d reason to believe, and does believe 
has knowledge of the amount or value of any property owned, 
held or controlled by such person so neglecting or refusing 
or omitting to be examined or to furnish such statement, and 
such supervisor or assessing officer is hereby authorized to 
set down and assess to such person, firm or corporation so en
titled to be assessed, such amount of real and personal prop
erty as he may deem reasonable and just. 

History :-C. L. '97, 8845 ;-Am. 1899, p. 228, Act 154, Imd. Eft'. June 28. 

SEC. 23. (4017) All the statements herein required to be 
made and received by the supervisor or assessor shall be filed 
by him, and shall be presented to the board of review herein
after provjded for, or provided for in any act incorporating 
any town, village or city, for the use of said board, and after 
the assessment is reviewed and completed by such board of 
review, all of the statement shall be deposited in the office 
of the township or city clerk, as the case may be, and shall be 
preserved until after the next assessment is made and com
pleted, after which they may be destroyed upon the order of 
the township board or city or village council, but no such 
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IItatement shall be used for any other purpose except the mak
ing .of an assessment for taxes as herein provided, or for en-
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forcing the provisions of this act and any officer or person Unlawful use 
11'ho shall make or allow to be made, wilfully or knowingly of statement. 

any other or unlawful use of any such statement, shall be 
liable to the person making such statement for all damages 
resulting from such unauthorized or unlawful use of such 
IItatement, 

Hlsto..,. :-C. L. '17, IU8. 
Wbere townohlp c1 .. rk to k .... p r<!COrd •• -!1l1 C. L. '15. Supervisors shall keep 

all rorord. and papers belonging to hi. olllce In a safe and suitable place, but 
not In any oaloon. _taurant, public Inn, hotel, place of public amusement, 
nor In any place "'here Intoxicating liquors are kept .... auld, or where gaming 
or plays of "hance of any kind are carried on, or where tbey will be' exposed 
to an unusual halard from lire or thert.-21l1 C. L. '15. 

Statement of taxable property made for the purpose of assessment and tax .... 
tion are not admi .. lble .. ..vidence to prove tbat property contained in the 
.tatementa I. untienalued at the suit of one to recover a tax paid under protest.
IJowman v. Muntralm Cirruit Judg .. , Ut M. 808. 

Statementa of taxable property are not public r<!COrds In tbe ordlna..,. sense 
of tile term.-Idem. . 

Till. aection doea not apply to statem .. nta made orally to the assessing olllcer.
Pe_ v. Jennlnp, 180 M. 8St. 

OF THE ASSESSMENT ROLL. 

SEC, 2-1, (-1018) On or before the first Monday in June Assessment 
in each year, the lIupervisor or assessor shall make and com- roll. 

plete an allsessment roll, upon which he shall set down the 
name of every person liable to be taxed in his township or 
assessment district, with a full description. of all the real 
property therein liable to be taxed. If the name of the owner How made. 
or occupant of any such tract or parcel of real property is 
known, he shall enter the name of such owner or occupant as 
in this act provided, opposite to the description thereof; in 
all other cases the real property described upon such roll shall 
be assessed as "owner unknown," All contiguous subdivisions Contiguous 
of any section that are of equal value and are owned and occu- land •• 

pied by one pellson, firm or corporation, and all unimproved 
lot. in any block that are of equal value and are contiguous 
and olrned and occupied by one person, firm or corporation 
IIhall be aSllessed as one parcel, unless demand in writing is 
made by the owner or occupant to have each subdivision of 
the section or each lot assessed separately; but failure to 
nMMeMI luch contiguous parcels as entireties as herein provided 
"hall not invalidate the assessment as made. Each descrip-
tiou shall show as near as may be the number of acres con- Acreage. 
talned in it, as determined by the supervisor. It shall not be 
necessary for the assessment roll to specify the quantity of 
land comprised in any town, city or village lot. The super-
visor shall estimate, according to his best information and 
judgment. the true cash value of every parcel of real property 
and set the same down opposite such parcel. He shall also Valuation. 
f'Stimate the true cash "alue of all the personal property of 
('ach person, and set the same down opposite the name of such 
person. In determining the property to be assessed and in 
t'.stimating such value, he shall not be bound to follow the 
IItatements of any person, but shall exercise his best judg-
ment. Property assessed to one. other than the owner shall 
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be assessed separately frpm his property and shall show in 
what capacity it is assp.ssed to him, whether as agent, guard
ian or otherwise. Two or more persons not being co-partners, 
owning personal property in common, may each be assessed 
severally for his portion thereof. Undivided interests in lands 
owned by tenants in common, or joint tenants not being co
partners, may be assessed to the owners thereof. 

History:-C. L. '07, 8847;-Am. 1890, p. 422, Act 262, Ell'. Sept. 28;-Am. 1907, 
p. 471, Act 826, Ell'. Sept. 28. 

ASSESSMENT ROLL: The listing of property is clerical, but the ascertaining 
and determining its value is judicial, requiring the judgment of the supervisor, 
under his oath of office, and cannot be dispensed with in making a valid assess
Illent rolI.-Woodman v. Auditor General, 52 M. 28. Supervisors cannot authorize 
another to copy the roll of a previous year in so far as real estate is concerned 
and attach and sign the statutory certificate, as the law requires the exercise 
of the supervisor's best judgment.-Paldi v. Paldi, 84 M. 846. The clerical work 
of making a roll may be done b3 any person acting under the direction of the 
supervisor or assessor; but the determination of what property shall be listed 
thereon must be the personal act of the assessor and must be performed after 
the exercise of due diligence by him in ascertaining the taxable property in his 
assessing district and the ownership and value thereof. The law leaves to the 
assessor DO discretion as to the omission of property from the rolls. None is 
exempt except such as is especially exempted by the law, and all property not 
distinctly excepted must be assessed 'at its true cash value. Nor can the assessor 
right what he believes to be a wrong done the taxpayer by some previous assess
ment, by omitting or undervaluing his property. Failure to list property in 
accordan"e with law is a wrong to all persons assessed, to the extent which it 
makes property assessed to them a larger proportion of the aggregate taxable 
property than it should have been; and in such case the levy would be jeopard
i.ed.-Moss v. Cummings, 44 M. 359. 

Where by agreement between the supervisor and the board of review prop
erty was intentionally omitted from the assessment roll, an individual taxpayer 
is entitled to relief from the excessive amount of his tax.-Solomon v. Township 
of Oscoda, 77 M. 3U. Where assessing officers have purposely in violation of 
law exempted property from taxation .so the burden of taxation rests unequally, 
those who are wronged by ,this action (and all, except those whose property 
was insufficiently assessed, were wronged) are entitled to remedy against such 
wrOng; c .. rtainly to such reduction of taxes as will make the burden no more 
than if favored property had been properly assessed. A wilful or intentional 
violation of law by omission of property from assessment, or by its deliberate 
\lnder-valuation, will not be, treated in equity as an accidental omission or an 
honest mistake in judgment.-Walsh v. King, 74 M. 350. 

"(2). 1wo or inore persons not being co-partners, owning personal property 
in common, may be assessed severally for his portion thereof," does not render 
a joint assessment of such property invalid.-City of Detroit v. Jacobs et al" 
145 M. 895. 

Each parcel must be assessed at its true cash value so .as to protect each 
taxpayer.-Auditor General v. Ayer, 122 M. 130. 

The assessment roll contains sufficient notice that one's property has been 
assessed.-Hull v. Graham, 72 M. 659. 

Not necessary to indicate by dollar marks the smount of taxes in the assess
ment roll.-Ensley v. Coolbaugh, ,160 M. 299. 

The fact that land of two or more persons is assessed in one parcel, if same 
arc of equal value, is not a void assessment.-Loud v. O'Brien, 167 M. 206. 

The omission from the assessment roll of the number of acres contained In a 
government subdivision does not invalidate the tax.-Auditor General v Nelson, 
189 M. 98. 

NAME: Assignee vested with estate.-14465r C. L. 'IS. As to payment of 
debts by assignee (taxes included) see 13614n C. L. '15. Assessment in the name 
of other than the owner imputing ownership to the person so named, if made 
by the assessing officer knowingly for the purpose of defrauding or imposing 
an unju.t ta" on such person, might be assumed to be to his prejudice in the 
absence of II contrary showing.-Bradley v. Bouchard, 85 M. 18. A supervisor 
is not bound to take the statement of any person as to the ownership of land 
nor as to the person to wllom it should be assessed, but may exercise his best 
judgment in determining these questions.-Meade v. Haines, 81 M. 261. See 
H. M. Loud '& Sons Lumber Co. v. Elmer Twp., 128 M. 61. 

DESCRIPTION: See Sec. 25. As to assessment of large and remote areas 
of wild land, see Sawyer-Goodman Co. v. Crystal Falls, 56 M. 597. 

VALUATION: See Sec. 116. There is a manifest tendency in many assess
ment dlRtricts to put upon the property of non-residents an undue proportion 
of the, burden of taxation. By doing this the assessor very frequently lays the 
foundation for a contest which is sure to result either in the property assessed 
escaping taxation entirely, or in an expense attendinl!' the enforcement of pay
ment which is equal to or in excess of the tax leVIed. By the ordinance of 
1886 it was ptovlded that "in no case shall non-resident proprietors be taxed, 
higher than residents" (p. III C. L. '15). The enactment of this provision was one 
of the conditions upon which Michigan gained statehood. It has never been 
repealed, 'and never can be. More than this, it is a righteous enactment and the 
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('Iuleavor to e"ade lu provi"ion haa C'08t the Slate dearly. It has al80 done 
8<'ri", .. Injury 10 man)' localiUes by cau.lng the withdrawal of In,' ... tmento and 
retardinl' deH-"lopmenl • 

. \-.oi ng omce.. muat Infonn themselv... as far a. possible of the true cash 
'8Iu~ 01 each parct"1 and mWit not 888e88 nQD-residents differently from others: 
-Sawl'er'(;uodman Co. v. Township of Crystal Falls. 56 M. 597 . 

. \11 _",enta must be on property at ito cash value.--Sec. It. Art. XIV, 
Con.tltullon. Thi. doeo not apply 10 a tax on business or occupation.-Walcott 
v. People, 17 M. 88; K ibion v. Mayor, to M. 825; nor to assessments tor local 
h""rovementa.-Woodbrid"e v. Detroit, 8 M. 274; Mot. v. Detroit. 18 M. 495. 
fhis oolliliititulional pnn'i.liion i8 0.8 much designed to prevent over~"aluatlon as 
u" .... '-valu .. tion.-A'·ery v. E8IIt Saginaw, •• M. 587. 

"'J SIal 8J1U1t",u,ed" Of ulUl8t"8Sf'd" includes an the necessary steps to be taken 
in the legitimate ext"rciJ1e 01 taxation. The mere listing of the lands is not a 
''fJmpl .. te,1 a8Mt'Jifllmt"nt. 1\0 amount has 88 yet been 88Certained to be a charge 
upon the land and no amount con be ascertained until the Board of Supervisors 
",eet In Iktober.-Ilothchlld v. B~gole, 105 M. 888; see also Harringlon v. Hilliard. 
t" M. 271. 

.\Mt'"IO"IIIt"lIt un a (nltie ,'slnotion is a public wrong. and oUlE'ht to be redressed 
In a public proHt"t·ution.-MoR8 Y. Cummings. ,. M. 859. If the supervi80r of a 
Inwn.llhip in lIu,kinl' the 8sseament of property for taxation shall fraudulently 
und ~"Ith the ,'jpw to impost" upon an Indh'idual more than his just proportion 
or the puhlic burdpil of taxation, 888e88 the property of such individual above 
it.. \I"lut" alld relathely atxn'e the other assessments on his roll. the party 
u~lPieved may ha ... ~' an injunction to restrain the collection ot the excessive tax.
~.errill v. Auditor (jenera I. !, M. 170. Intentional under-asses.'liment ot a certain 
(,laMS of prnpeort)· II irl\'alid whether it be by agreement or in disregard of ofliciaJ 
tlllt),,-.o\uditor General v, Jenkinson, 80 M. 528. 

"'here 8t111eM'n« otn~n and board of review omit personal property. under
\ Hille and omit l"ertllin real Htate intentionall}', the object Rnd purpose beinrr 
tn throw a IHrlfe-r taxation upon certain classes of property and to aid and 
l)f'nt"'tIt thl' ... orkinll' propt"rtiftl and the residence properties. thus discriminating 
"nil hot placin,.. the al!UieflRment upon the question of valnation at all. but 
"tt-..mpting to ('arr)' Ollt a .. heme. the entire assessment is "aid as to all persons 
\\ 110 prespnt ohje-diohlil.-Auditor General v. Pend ill, 12' M. 521. 

' .. he intf'ntiona' omiMion from the tI", roll of 8 town!"hip of $80.000 of per
'"IOU I property taxable therein, and the assessment ot the real estate of the 
tuw"flhlp at on ... runrth it. ("IIRh vlllue Invalirlatea State and county taxes levied 
upun land. Iu othE'r townships which were assessed at cash value when the 
t'"quituble amount due from II count)· tax cannot be 8scertained.-Auditor Gen
rrltl ", Prel'i{"ott •• , M. 100. 

Il I. huli.p~lllillble 10 the validity of an assessment that It should clearly show 
the l'Bluntinn of. And the amount of taxes charfred a«ainst each parcel of 18nrl.
Illa"k on 'rBS Title.. 111. The value of property Is 10 be estimated wllh refer· 
('m-e to the of-h'ant"ll'e8 or profl .. that can, or may be derh'ed trolD it.-Blnck on 
'lux l'ill,. ... IS, 

.-,·tltion. (f~r the rf'duc1:lonfl of valuations of townships cannot be regarded 
hy the allpt"rVIIIWJf'I In the 8S11f'SSDlenl or taxes.-Attorney General v. SaniJac Super
\ IlMJnt. ,. M. a. 

"W hll... In relation to moot of the duties of a ....... ors, they Involve so much 
of Jml(ro1f'nt and ciitlC'retion. and partake RO much of the nature and character 
.. f judld,,1 proceedln,,", tllat their judgment. exercised in good faith and with· 
nul maU('e. II ronC'hudve In their favor. fet in relation to setting real estate 
In the Ii.t 10 the ownen or the persona liable to pay taxes thereon. so far as 
'"Ia .. •• to the pt'rlllnni to whom the land 18 to be set and the number of acres. 
th" __ ... are hound to act In good faith. aud with common care, skill and 
prml .. uee. and If they .. act they are not liable for mistakes or Inaccuracl .... 

~::~t.!t .. :'O~.!~!~h't:eo~I~~~"..c~o!!i:..P.~r..;:j~~e'\-::r T:~\: •• co~::.qU~·~~I:,~erl':.~~ 
or), po,,'.r canont f'1("UIile an offtcer tor re(ulio, to exercise his discretion. His 
jUth,menl I. appealed to, not hi. resentment. I ... cupidity or hi. malice. He I. 
the 'olillrument uf the law to oC('()mplish a particular end throllgh specified means: 
"ntl \Oh .. n he purposely step. oalde from hi. duty 10 Indlet n wanlon Injury. the 
...... flden"' r .. pn~d In him h". not diRRrmed the low or the means of prevention. 
Ilia Jwhrn'f'nl Ina,. ind(> .. d be filiAl if he- shall ext"rt"lfile it. but lin arbitrary nnd 
rnpriciou. ext'r1inn of omclftl Authority. being without lnw. and done to deteat 
the pllrp" ... of the 10"-. mll.t. like all oth .. r wron .... be .uhject 10 the law'. cor· 
rt"diun,"-Merrlll v. AutUor GE'nrrR'. 24 M. 170. But the 8!18elUlOr 18 both morllll)' 
Alld I""'dll)' bound 10 seek the fulle.t light upon hi. duties. "He who Irnorantl)' 
,1.- an Injllr), .h811 Imo"-III,,ly make reptlratlon."-Miller v. Aldrich. 11 M. 408 • 
. \ puhllc om .... r I. liable to primte Indlvidllals for Injllrleo resultill" 10 the latter 
flom hla fnilure to pt"rform mlniJllterinl dutiefJ In whi(,h the lottE'r have a special 
Dud dlr..-t IlIt .. r ... l. II .. I •• 1.., liable for a failure to perform dlltle. of a judicial 
lII.turlt. If hI" n .... lm. tht"m mAIi("iomdy.-Rs),nlPftford ,'. I'heipl. ,. M •• '1. A 
.uPt"ni~nr ... -twn R(·tin« 88 nl'8f'IIDIUr. i. a QUAsi jmlidal oft\("f'r. Ilnd In the exer· 
('iN' of hi. judirinl dntif's he Mlnnot be held liablr in 8 luit III law for errortl 
h. ma,. htne m8fle.-Mrodf' v ... nin .... HI M. tOI. "'hE'n the RfIlW'Mnr ada in good 
fnlth and Intelli"",ntl)' e..,rei.... hi. beot judgment. the law protects him. An 
indh-Idual hR. no richl of aelion a,alnRt an 8M("880r to Impeach hi. 88tles8mf'nt. 
"U"f'pt on U ... "mnd of fraud or maliH'.-MOM Y. Cummlnp. " M. 8GO. But 
.... (,,8nnot il'nor. ('Ommon wnlle and ordinary experience in dhk'harging his 
dutlre,--Mf"f1ine y, Pf'rkln .. '8 M. 17. The 8Mei18Or ia not required tn perform 
II\I~ihlllti .... -r .. ni ... ula Iron CO. Y. Cryotal Fall., GO M. 510. But he muat lI.e 
rlne dilipn('e. 

Me S....... U. It, 118. 
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GENERAL TAX LAW 

SEC. 25. (~019) The description of real property may be 
as follows, VIZ.: 

1. If the land to be assessed be an entire section, it may 
lJe described by the nuniberof the section, township and 
range; 

2. If the tract be the subdivision of a section authorized by 
the United States for the,sale of public lands, it may be de
IScrilJed by the designation of such subdivision, with the num-
lJer of the section, township and range; , 

3. If the tract be less than such subdivision, it may be de
scribed as a distinct part of such subdivision, or in such man
ner as will definitely describe the same; 

4. In case of land platted or laid out as a town, city or 
village, or as an addition to a town, City or village, the same 
~hall be described by reference to such plat and by the num
lJer of the lots and blocks thereof; 

5. When two or more parcels of land adjoin and are used 
and occupied together they: may be assessed by one valuation; 

6. It shall be sufficient to describe the real property as
sessed upon any roll and in all other proceedings under this 
act in the manner heretofore in use by initials, letters, abbre-
viations and figures. ' , 

History:-C. L. '97, 3848;~Am. 1915, p. 217, Act 131, Elf. Aug. 24. 
SUB.!. "Township" 'means surveyed township.-Manistee Lumber Co. v. Town-

ship of Springfield. 92 M. 277. ' 
SUB. 2. "East %" or "West %" as used in government surveys have no refer

ence to quantity. but fixes the dividing line equi-distant between boundaries.
.Jones v. Pashby, 62 M. 614. So a "Ih" containing more or less than a natural 
acreage (such as usually occur on the north and west boundaries of townships) 
should be described as "fractional %." In entering subdivisions of' a section 
or subdivisions of a quarter-section commence at the N. E. %. then the N. W. %. 
then the S. W. %. eniting with S. E. %. ' 

W.' fro 'h and S. W. fro %. Sec. 18. if identical. are intercbangeable descrip
tions.-Vetterly v. McNeal. 129 M. 507. 

SUB. 3. Land described on government plats by number is not properly 
designated otherwise.-King V. Potter. 18 M. 134. Land described as bounded on 
designated side by a given county drain sufficiently described.-Husted v. 
Willoughby. 117 M. 56. Provision for description "by designation of the lands 
by which it is bounded" bas reference to cases in which the tract is not known 
by name or number and in whicQ such a description would be the most likely 
to attract attention of the, person interested in the payment of the tax.-GiIman 
V. Riopelle. 18 M. 145. See also Amberg v. Rogers. 9 M. 332. A description of a 
part of given tracts must clearly define the specific and determinate parts 
intended. Such a description as "E. part of S. E. % of N. W. %. etc. 10 acres" 
should never be used unless the 10 acres intended is the E. 10 acres having a 
regular west boundary. i. e .• bounded by a line running due north and south. If 
the west boundary be irregular (as by a road or stream) it should be described. 
say as "that part of the S. E. % of the N. W. %. etc .• lying east of (here give 
the west boundary), 10 acres." .. 

An assessment of real property for taxation as "w 2(8 part of p. C. No. 831. 
Rve (5) cottages and barn (less lot deeded to John Barrow)" held not void 
for indefiniteness.-Harts et al. v. City of Mackinac. lSI M. 680. 

An exception in a description of real property for taxation referring to a deed. 
presumes the deed to be of record and the description is not invalid. Idem. 

Description of land in tax roll for D-- township. as a given subdivision 
of Sec S. T. 6 R. 6. there being but one township 6. range 6. in such township. 
is sufficient. thoull"h there are four townships in the State numbered 6. range 6.-' 
Dumphey v. Auditor General. 128 M. 854. 

Where center twenty-five feet of lot ,was charged back as indefinite. a reassess: 
IllEmt on' detlnite description was invalid siq.ce the description in the first assess
ment was too indefinite to form the basis 'l>f a tax.-Audtior General v. Smith. 
125 M~ 576. 

An assessment did not except a right of ,way over land subsequently sold for 
taxes. Held not to invalidate decree. Flint Land Co.. Lt'd V. Godkin et al .. 
1S6 M. 668,' But before decree a tax may be canceled when no exception of raiI
l'Oad right of way is made. See Auditor General v. Pendill. 128 M. 521. 

A description should afford means of identifying the land and should be 
sufficient not to mislead the owner.-Powers v. Corry. 184 M. 630. Assessment 
in this case made prior to the amendment by Act 131 Public Acts of 1915. 
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The murt ma, take judicial notice that unplatted lands ot governmental 
:,~a:be-": :~:~~:::;' d!ne':t ~~8l!l' .:~d without reterence to the 

• ~:..:: .!.o: ::I~ ~~::.:e:.n~';;;;-:n~d::r~. Yi!:.auc.,m~~i/ s~k ;~. I:~ol;i: 
the _lOrnt roll care should he taken to place each description under its, 

=~Ir. "":.~~~;'la~lt:tle~io~illb!rnlrpr::~o mt':."; ~er~r~~bd~~~r~n;'ts e:C~o~~ 
wbich ..... uid be diatinctly d"""rihed. In townships the section number sbould 
be wrllten op"""lle eacb d"""ription, and not omitted or indicated by ditto marks. 

The ..... ment roll .hall contain a sufficient description of each parcel taxed. 
The object ot thi. proviaioD i. tbreetold: 1st-It I. designed to inform the owner 
of lhe <"Ialm upon bl. property; !nd-That it tbe taxes are not paid intending 
purebaaen nlll, know what property. Black on Tax Titles, Sec. 112. 

LanWo .Itualed in "Hoyt's plat ot East Salrinaw" held to be sufficiently de-
~~~D"y.I'K:;~~~;~ ~~~.~lty ot SBlrillaw." tbe two cities beiog consolidated. 

A taK deed d"""rlblnlr property 88 "lot. 1fi3. 164 of section 33. village ot P .. 
R«"Ordinl' to the pl. ... thereof."' "'88 IndeHnile and uncertain. in view of e\'i
dt'rK"e th;-t th~re were Ae\'eral lots on section 33 that were numbered. resp~ 
IInly. 10. and lat.-Slel"ht v. Roe et Ul' .. IU M. 585. 

Ma, be b, proper .bultals. although the better description. it not the neces· 
... " one, 10 by r"ference to the piat and by the number ot the lot and block as 
«Iven 00 tbe plat. to«ethn wilb .uch other descriptive faets as may be prac
ti ... ble and _ntlal tor the purpose ot identillcation.-Burrowes v. Gibson. 4! 
M. III. 

"Lola 55 to sa InclllslYe ot Sullivan and Russell's Sub .• ot west 944 acres of 
I'rlv.te Claim. to North ot Michigan Ave .... -The specific defect claimed i. ill tbe 
d_rlptlnn "U, acr ...... whereas the plat .hll.... it to be U 44-100 acres. The 
oml_lon ot the d..,lmal point I. claimed to be tatal. The court say.. "The 
tlf'tw.~rlption I. unml"takable and therefore valid".-Jackson v. Mason. 143 M. 355. 

I.Hnd WOO dHCrlhed 8 •• iluated In "Section 31. plat ot Johnson City. town 25 
north ra,,«e. II ..... t. Vllla .. e ot Thompsonville. State ot Michigan. County of 
Ikn.ie." H.ld: Tbat In vi" ... ot the particular description the words "plat of 
Juhnoon CII," were .urplu .. ..., and did not render the description doubttul.-Hay· 
"nod Yo O'Connor, Trulilre eot al.. 1.5 M. 5%. 

1'Io,Ia.-1I»11 C. L. ·IS. 
SIJ B. 5. A dwellinlr house with the land and appurtenanees occupied with 

n. • wa't"hou.. 110 occupied. 8 farm or other parcel of real estate let to the 
.. me t~n8nt by one and lhe tlame lease. parcels detached from each other 
.. lid uaed and occnplltd tor dlll'erent purposes. may respecti\'eiy be regarded 
••• eparale and dl,tlnct eatates. to he distinctly valued and assessed.--Shaw 
('. J .. In Ha,deo Y. F08ter. II Pick. tV!, 497. In the case ot adjacent unim· 
proved I.nda, _ment as one parcel ot such land as was purchased by 
tbe .... ne' .. one parcel (It the entire be within the assessing district) is 
8umcient, tho .. "h b, Ihe ,.,vernment lurvey it was divided. While lands may 
I •• full, be divided Into tbe lowest 1"lI"al .ubdi\·i.ion.. this should be avoided 
.. tt.re mnti«oou. lande are kno'W'n to belong to one owner. Separate and dis
tinct part"e'la nUJ8t be BYe88f'd and valued separately. and omission to do 80 is 
not 8 mere irrl'«lJlarlty. But par .... l. In two o""tions should not be """"""ed 
tu.,.ther, ""en tbcullrh oontillnlOul and owned and occupied by tbe same person. 
"·t~n ""era 1 plattf'd Iota have bHn 8S8e88ed &8 one description a decree 

Bplnat the asme •• one parcel I. a delerminaU.e ot the legality of the assess
RlenL I Soc! Ie pro.ld... that the court may apportion the taxes; and Sec. 
N that a part _ne, ma, pa, on bl. part.)-Kneelond v. Hull. 118 M. 55. 

See Soc!. U. 
SL'B.'. JH.toription. do not Identify ot themselves but only turni.h the means 

ot Identlfteation.-Wiley y. Snyder. " M. 80. Fal.ity in description all'ecla all 
.ut.equent pn><ee<lln... A tn .. Ie ot property that is mi.d .... rihed In the 
._ment roll will he wholly Invalld.-Blaek on Tux Titles. 112. Descriptions 
m •• be 80 df'ftnitl!' lind c.-erbdo •• not to rf'Quire extrinsic proof. The require-
m .. nu •• to dt"eCription In tax proef!etiinllll are- not only aimed at fle("urinJr an 
Id .. ntl ..... llon of the property that will be certain but are desi .. ned to all'ord 
notl ... to tbe owner •• nd theretore .hould be B .. ch 81 nut to mislead by departure 
trom atrlct ..... ur.cy.--J.c .. ..,n y. Sloman. 111 M. 128. 

Wbere .<TN.., property I. d ..... rlbed the aerea..., must be correctly given. 
Eu'rptiona noted In tl .. deorrlplion mu.t he clearly deft ned. Failure to do thl. 
,. the ~on 01 nnwh trold,le In tOJ: records. It there i. exempt property 
wllhln the ..... d_rlhed-tor In.tance. It a railroad c..-es the land. or a 
• hoolhou.. aile .. Ioraled thereon. Ihe execpUon muot be distinctly designated 
.nrt the .... rea,.. 8-.1 rorrectly staIr<!. ' 

!'ropertl,. which .re .. ..-I by railroad. .hould not he """"""'" as one 
PIIn-ei without anr ret~rence to tbe 'ftilr03d. Th,,", .hould be excepted trom 
t_ ._ent. tbe rl .. ht of wa, ot the railroad company. It would be 
.. fer to __ that portion ot tbe torty Iylnlr eaA or weat ot north or BOuth 
of the railroad ... tbe cue ma, be ... paratel,-, treatln .. them a. separate parcel. 
of 'and. IMre twin .. anothfor owner or ON'llpant rominl' in beh\·een. At all f'venbJ 
Ihey .hould eKcept tbe right ot w.y ot lbe railroad compan,. That the rallroad 
romp.ny .. an occupanl ot thl. land Ihere can he no qu ... Uon. and theretore 
"IUd thU8 .... ered ohould not be ..-d as one pareel. It I. certainly .. fer to 
lreat land Ih ... l"..-t as different p"..,., .... ~lnion ot Hon. John W. Stone. 
('1 ...... lt Judp 13tb Juditial DI.trlct; quoled In Auditor G"neral v. Pendill. U. M . 
• ,1. 

"Thence runnln« to the rear ot the said" land doea not neceasarllr mean 
that pa ..... Is bound..t by the rear line ot the land referred to, but mar limply 
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indicate the direction of the boundary; as if the word "toward" were used 
instead of "to" and is therefore indefinite.-Moran v. Lezotte. 5' M. AB. 

"Any description by which they may be known" .should be understood ttl 
mean description by which any person may know the land. The owner may 
be. in the common acceptance of tbe term. a stranger to the land. and the descrip
tion must be given with sufficient particularity to afford means of identification. 
One of the worst forms of description in common use is that in which a piece 
of land is described as "bounded north by Savage. east by Davis. south by Shier 
and west by Schaufele." There are hundreds of such descriptions on the records 
of delinquent tax lands. the same land being held for various years. hut described 
8S bounded by the lands of different persons as changes of ownership have occurred. 
and it is impossible to bring the several years together in the absence of the 
records which show changes of ownership. While doubtless many of those descrip
tions are not fatally defective, they are the oceasion of much trouble and un
c"rtainty and should be avoided as far as possible. A much better description 
would be to start from a point so described as to be geographically located with 
certainty and from there to go from point to point by natural sta\\"es until the 
starting point is again reached. Description of building is no d.escrIption of the 
lot.-Lefevre v. Mayor, 2 M. 586. Description must be sufficient to lit and com
plehend the property.-Eggleston v. Wagnoer, 46 M. 618. Land described "less 
lots sold" cannot be held bound.'-Hubbard v. Winsor, 15 M. 146. But where a' 
misdescription of lands in an assessment roll was caused by following a list 
furnished by the parties themselves, they were not allowed to claim it as a ground 
of equitable relief and were remitted to their legal remedies.,--Ibid. Further as 
to description, see Mann v. Carson. 120 M. 631. 

Lands may be designated by any description by which they may be known.
Hildie v. Eckhart, 208 M. 846. Note: This decision is based upon the form of 
a description assessed prior to the amendment of this subdivision by Act 131 
of IDI5. 

SUB. 7. A deed is not invalid because of the description of the land being· 
in figures and well understood abbreviations. But abbreviations, if used, must 
be such as are in common use.-Harrington v. Fish, 10 M. "5; Sibley v. Smith. 
=! M. 486. Abbreviations unusual in land descriptions (as "q" or "qr" for 
u%, ") must be avoided. As to fractional description see Donahue v. Klassner, 
22 M. 255; AuGres Boom Co. v. Whitney, 26 M. 42; Dart v. Barbour, 82 M. 
271. Further as to abbreviations in roll see Auditor General v. Sparrow, .116 
M.574. 

See Sec. D9. 
Assessment of property as certain lots in "Newells E. and C. plat" held not 

"oid for indefinite description as the abbreviation was well known and the 
property could be definitely located on the plat. Auditor General v. Fleming, 
142 M. 12. 

A description of land on an assessment roll by abbreviation is valid if the 
description is sufficiently definite to be identified by a competent person. and 
point out the particular land with certainty.-Auditor General v. Fleming, 142 
M.12. 

Where a decree of the circuit court established the validity of a tax, a deed 
based thereon could not be attacked collaterally, in a suit to quiet title, because 
of a change in the description of the premises authorized· by a local act.
Heethui$ v. Kerr, ID4 M. 68D. 

Where the owners of lots fronting on a lake convey the same to other parties, 
I'eserving that portion of the lots covered by water, and assessment of the portion 
of the lots covered by water is made all'ainst the owners by a proper lot number 
under the following abbreviations "Rip'in r'g't'" such abbreviation was a proper 
dascription of riparian rights.-Newaygo Portland Cement Co. v. Twp. of Sheridan, 
137 M. 475. , 

The word "half" when used in describing land should be construed as meaning 
·"half in quantity".-Jones et al. v. Robinson et al., 62 M. 614; Hartford Iron 
Mining Co. v. Cambria Mining Co., 80 M. 491. -

SEC. 26. (4020) The description of personal property on 
said roll may be made by using the word "personal," except in 
cases heretofore mentioned, or in the assessing of any dog tax 
authorized by law, in which case the kind of property assessed 
shall be properly designated upon the l'oll. . 

History :-C. L. 'D7, 8849. 
Enumeration of personal property is surplusage lind does not affect the validity 

of the assessment.-Comstock v. Grand Rapids, 54 M. 641. 
Dog tax assessed under Act 48, 1901. 

SEC. 27. (4021) The words "cash value," whenever "Used in 
this act, shall be held to mean the usual selling price at the 
place where the property to which the term is applied shall 
be at the time of assessment, being the price which could be 
obtained therefor at private sale, and not at forced or auction 
sale. In determining the value the assessor shall also consider 
the advantages and disadvantages of location, quality of soil, 



MICHIGAN 1893, AS AMENDED 

(IUantHy and value of standing timber, water power and priv
ileges, mines, minerals, quarries or other valuable deposits 
known to be available therein and their value. 

Ulotory :-C. L. '17 1850. 
Tbe "" ..... llullon81 pro .. iolon r~ulrln!: a ...... menta to be made on property at 

1101 """b Yalue DlHna not Duly "'hat may be put to valuable uses. but what baa 
a r~'aed pereuniary value inberent in itself, and not enhanced or diminished 
_rdin!: to lbe penon who own. or u_ it.-Perry v. Big Rapids, e7 M. He. 
-'_nl .. nls upon anylhiD!: bul tbe true cash value of property are illegal and 
In .. iolalion of Ih.- ..-r'o ollleial oath.-Wattles v. Lapeer, 40 M. 624. 

In d .. t..rmininlf lbe true cash value of land the yalue of standin!: timh.-r should 
be Included.-.·Irtdwr v. Township of Alcona, 7! M. 18. The rule sbould be 
applied universally. If another than one boldin!: title to the land or _ion 
U",reof r1aim. an Inlerest in otandin!: timh.-r or other producta or deposits 
00 the land. the own., or penon in possess;ion must secure relief from the 
burden of tualion Ihrou"h mulual agreement between bimself and tile owner 
of .ucb pmduct.a or deposits; the R88e'ssor cannot consider such claims.--Curry v .. 
teke Superior Iron Co .. no M. "5. 

l'he d .. l.-rmlnation of ........... n and the board of review aa to the casb value 
of property ~ cannot be diolurbed if Fe!rUlar. and not fraudulent.-Detroit 
l:lliaena' Sll"ftt R'y Co .... Common Council of Detroit, 125 M. 871. 

A chart ... proVision lhat "In &88t'88in!: lands wilhin the city whicb are beld 
and uwd m~rel,. •• fanninA' Jand8. or· whicb are wild and onimproved, the 
aupenlaor Ihall __ lucb landa at tb .. ir true casb value. ""nsiderin!: tbe 
location of Ihe .. m~, and not acoordlng to any prospective or supposed value 
of I .... h landa 88 cily property" Ie In violation of article 14. section 12 of lbe 
l:onotilutlon, provldinlf Ihat all _eaomenta shall be on property at ita caoh 
, .. Iu ... -sallonalall Y. Board of Review. 111 M. lU6. 

" .... h parcel moat be aaaesaed at Ito true casb value.-.4.uditor General v. Ayer, 
In M. 11 •. 
~ Sec.. I. 71. • 
The ownenhip nf undillrovered minerals constitutes an estale in tbe land.

Ifan ... n Y. Uall, 187 M. 7. 
In IIslnlf u... .. alue of a power plant and dam used in ""nnection witb tbe 

power plant, the nearneao of lbe dam to Ihe power plant was properly taken 
Inlo conaid .. ratlon In nIln!: the value of the property on whicb the dam was 
k..-aled.-Alpena Power Co. Y. Caledonia Twp. 191 M. 821. 

The determination by tal: _n of the casb yalue of a mine based upon 
'he prod:.ct and prollla of the mine for a course of years preceding the assess
m .. nt, althoul'h ....., .. I .. r than lhe price of tbe recent .. Ie of the mine, will not be 
dloturbed by the courta in tbe absence of direct proof of fraud on the part of 
the .-ID!: olllcen.-CI .. nland Clift' Co. Y. Republic Twp., ID8 M. 18D. 

OF THE BOARD OF REVIEW. 

SEC. 28, (4022) At the annual township meeting held on Township 
the first Monday of April, in the year eighteen hundred and meetln!:. 

lJinety·four, there shall be elected by ballot, on the regular 
township ticket, two taxpaying electors of the township, who 
shall be ownera of land in said township, to serve as members 

1i1 

of the board of review, one of whom shall be elected for one Election of 
year and one for two years, and annually thereafter one memo :,e~be1 of 

.... er shall be elected for two years, who shall take the consti- re:lew~ 
tutional oath of office as other township officers. The super-
,·isor and the two electors so elected shall constitute a board 
of re,·iew for such township. The township board may tem- Vacancy 

"orarily fill any vacancy which shall occur in said member- how IIlIed. 
"hip of said board of review, but no member of such town-
.. hip board ahall be eligible to fill such vacancy. A majority 
of aaid board of re,·iew shall constitute a quorum for the Quorum. 

transaction of business, but a less number may adjourn from 
clay to day and a majority vote of those present shall decide 
all questiona. 

Hlatory>-C. L '07, .851: Am. 1t01. p. 117. Act 11., Eft'. SepL 5. 
t· .. board of mle .. In "'tlea ate 5«. 107. 

SEC, 29. (4023) On the Tuesday next following the first Time of 
Monday in June, the board of review of each township shall meetinr. 
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meet at the office of the !Supervisor, at which time the super
visor shall submit to said board the assessment roll for tht> 
current year, a~ prepared by him, and the said. board. shall 
proceed to examine and review the same, and during that 
day, and the day following, if necessary, said board, of its 
own motion, or on sufficient cause being shown by any person, 
shall add to said roll the names of persons, the value of per
sonal property, and the description and value of real prop
erty liable to assessment in said township, omitted from such 
assessment roll; they shall correct all errors in the names of 
persons, in the descriptions of property upon such roll; and 
in the assessment and valuation of property thereon, and 
they shall cause to be done whatever else may be necessary 
to make said roll comply with the provisions of this act. The 
board shall pass upon each valuation and each interest, and 
shall enter the valuation of each, as fixed by it, in a separate 
column. The' roll as prepared by the supervisor shall stand as 
approved and adopted as the act of the board of review, ex-

. cept as changed by a vote as herein provided. If for any cause 
a quorum does not assemble during the days above men
tioned, the roll as prepared by the supervisor shall stand as if 
approved by the board of review .. 

History:-C. L. '07, 8852; Am. 1907, p. 472, Act 826, Eft'. Sept. 28. 
Board action must be joint, not individual.-Cooley on Taxation, 257. Boards 

are as closely limited to the exercise of the authority definitely given them hy 
statutes as are individual officers. The board of review must act strictly within 
the authority given them by the tax.law.-They derive no authority from any 
other source and have none to make any changes in the assessment roll not 
specifically given them by said act. For instance, they have no authority to set 
aside an assessment upon the ground of want of power in the municipality 
leVYing it. 

No legal agreement can be made with the board of review hy which the whole 
or any part of a township shall be assessed at a uniform value.-Auditor Gen
eral v. Ayer, 122 M. 186. 

Whether an assessment is excessive is a question for the board of review and 
not for the courts.-Caledonia v. Rose, 04 M. 216. One is not bound to notice 
or appeal from an assessment of personal taxes against him if jurisdiction to 
assesss them does not exist.-Williams v. Saginllw. 51 M. 120. When a person 
is over-taxed for some property and under-taxed for other property .on the same 
roll for an equal or greater amount he is not entitled to abatement. He can 
claim relief only if the assessment is injurious to him. 

The board of review are not required to base their conClusions upon sworn 
testimony only. They may act upon their own personal examination or upon 
any evidence satisfactory to them.-Griswold v. School District, 24 M. 262. In 
Dryer v. Board of Review, Mich. Mand. Cases 1288, mandamus issued to compel 
respondents to place upon the assessment roll so much of certain real estate 
belonging to incorporated body whose property used for the purposes of its in
corporation was exempt, as was not so used but rented for mercantile business. 

Where board of review intentionally omitted ·personal property and real estate, 
and greatly under-valued certain personal property, a judgment holding the 
whole tax void as to all who had filed objections was proper.-Auditor General 
v. Pendill, 128 M. 521. . 

The board of review having met and acted on the grounds of value at the 
time fixed by statute it is a mere irregularity, not making the taxes void, that 
the entries of the amount fixed were subsequently made.-Auditor General v. 
Ayer, 122 M. 136. 

The provision requiring the board of review to meet upon specified days for 
review, etc., is mandatory.-Caledonia v. Rose, 04 M, 216. See also Sees. 00, 180, 
150. For time of meeting see also Sees, 80 and 82. 

The board may of its own motion and without a showing· of cause or notice 
to the tax-payer, increase the valuation of any property assessed.-Petoskey & 
Bay Shore Gas Co. v. City of Petoskey, 162 M. 447. 

Record· of increase in valuation by the board of review, made by a member of 
said board and preserved by him in the form of memoranda, later ftled with the 
clerk and prepared in typewritten form for permanent record in his office, held 
a sufficient record of the action of the board.-Story & Clark Piano Co. v. Hilderink, 
180 M, 128. 

All corrections as to valuation made by the board, of its own· motion, must be 
made at its first meeting.-Auditor General v. Stone, 190 M. ·08. 
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SEC. 30. (4024) Said board of review shall also meet at Second 
the office of the supervisor on the second Monday in June meeting. 

nt nine o'clock in the forenoon, and continue in session during 
the day and the day following. Such board shall continue Corrections 
ita sessions at least six hours each day, and at the request on request. 

of any person whose property is assessed thereon or of his 
agent, and on sufficient cause being shown, shall correct the 
A8sessment as to such property, in such manner as in their 
judgment will make the valuation thereof relatively just and 
equal. To that end said board may examine on oath the Evidenee 
person making such application, or any other person, touch- under oath. 

ing the matter. Any member of said board may administer 
lIuch oath. After said board shall complete the review of said 
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roll, a majority of said board shall endorse thereon and sign Endorsement 
a statement to the effect that the same is the assessment roll of roll. 

of said township for the year in which it has been prepared 
and approved by the board of review. Said statement may be 
in the following form, viz.: 

"Assessment roll of the township of .................... Form. 
for the year 19 .... , as approved by the board of review. 

Dated ....................... . 

"Board of Review." 
HI.tory:-C. I.. "1 ftR58 :-Am. \801. p. 473. Act 828. Eft'. Sept. 28. 
A tn·payer ha. the rhr:ht to a88ume that the board of review will remain 

In ...... ion the full Itatulory time and to arrange to he present at his pleasure 
wllhln that time: and If he I. prevented by failure of the board to perform 
thll duly. the tax levied agBlnst him i. void.-Caledonia v. Rose. U M. 218. 
Provl.lon thllt board oh,,11 "rontinue In oession during the day and day follow
In.'' I. mandatory: lind where property owner I. deprived of a hearing by the 
11I".1l1 .d lournmpnt of the board the first day. there I. no jurisdiction to levy 
lPosro on hll propertY.-Audllor Generftl v. Chandler. 108 M. 569: Twp. of Hampton 
v. W ... plnter. IRI M.!D. Where owner appeared at plftce of meeting of board 
of reolew on fOllrth Monday In Mny but failed to attend session on following 
d.y. he ..... nnot he h.ard to romplaln on ground that he wao deprived of hio day 
In rollrt. Tn 10 not renrlered void hernu.e of failllre of board to convene on 
lI .. t d.y.-Wri.ht Y. Alldltor General. 118 M. 556. Final action by the board of 
review ..... noot be h"d arter the expiration of the time the .tatute allows the board 
to he In _Ion. 

Th" "",-pa,.er mll.t he allowed. hefore the lI .. e.oment roll is completed. the 
opportunity of _Inlf wbat ....... menlo hRve heen made all:alnst his property. 
and the prlvllen of .howlnjf thRt the proposed R •• e.sment I. for Rny cause 
tn •• al 0' unlll.t.-Wooriman v. Auditor Generftl. 52 M. 28. Tax,pllyers cannot 
l .. wf"IIy be deprived of rllP:hlo to hearlnll: by boRrd of revlew.-Common Council 
Y. Smith. DI M. 5BT. Any per""n mill' have redre •• agBlnst unj"st or unequal 
.... luaUon of property on the roll to hl'- injuTY. whether hy over-valuation of hi. 
own propprty or an under·vftluatlon of that of othe... Parties whose property I. 
tn he tak.n by '"mmar,. tn proc""dlngo are entitled AI of right to he heard at 
10m .. 110ft of the proceedln.. hefore the tnx herome. an e.tabllohed charge 
• .,..Inot th .. m or their property.-Thoma. ". Gain. ft5 M. 155. 

When the hoard of ,evlew haR redllced an a'ReSAment. It. Ilction Is final and 
~Annot be ~han.ed. If at all. wltho"t .Ivlnll: the Pllrtv a fllrther hearlnll'. The 
n,." InM"f'ftH' I. 8n .'(('f"IUII of tnrhlCHctlon anil no valltl action cnn rest on It. 
A •• lnot the Pllrty 10 Injllred.-Phllllpo Y. Townshlo Npw Bllft'alo. U M. 688. Where 
boArd of rev I ..... han" ... vRlllaUon ... nn It. aulhorlty to do AD hn. expired. the 
e"tlre tAX .. III he rend.red Invalid. Omloaion of .. alllation In roll by 811pervloor 
.. III not rende, tAX Invalid wher .. boRrd of review oeRROnablv .upplled the defect . 

. Rut ... hltn" of "nlllst!on. by the hosret of revif'w upon Ibl own motion after 
the expiration of Ihe tim .. allowed for that pu.".,." InvRlldRt ... the entire tllX: 
"nd th ..... dltlon of land to • roll by the board after the nplrntlon of such period 
In .... lld .. l .. Ihe 10K a. 10 the lambo 00 IIdded.-Audltor r:enerlll v. Spurow. 116 
M.la. 

T .... boArd of ... vl .... at Ito ....... nd m.eting h ... no r;, .. ht. on lu own motion. 
In C'Orr..-t tllf' valuation. ao oho"'n In the _ment roll.-Auditor General v. 
Slone. I e8 M. t •. 

Each......, I. he"r" by ltoe". lind .. hen dl8JlO8ed of the party I. no longer under 
obll,.lIon. to watch proceedln.. of the boerd.-Griowold Y. School District. 
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24 M. 262. The board cannot refuse to consider the claim of a taxpayer if pre
.sented in writing or by an agent or attorney. because he does not appear in 
person and submit to an examination; but if it has good reason for so doing. it 
may declare the proof adduced insufficient. 

Plaintiff did not appear before the board of review and object to a void tax 
and the only evidence that the tax was paid under protest was the endorsement 
made on the margin of the tax roll !'Paid under protest" and the same statement 
appearing in the tax receipt. No levy was made or threatened and the tax was 
Ilot paid under duress. The property was taxable in the township where the 
assessment was made. Held: That plaintiff could not recover the tax paid.
Traverse Beach Association v. Elmwood Township, 142 M. 78, 297. 

A taxpayer must avail himself of his right to appeal to the board of review or 
he will have no standing in court when seeking there for abatement of tax or 
redress of a wrong done him by the assessment, except when he can show fraud 
or had faith on the part of the as~essor.-Peninsular Iron Co. v. Crystal Falls. 
60 M. 510; Meade v. Haines, 81 M. 261; Brown v. Grand Rapids. 83 M. 101; Smith 
v." Carlow. 114 M. 67. If a tax-poyer does not have his assessment corrected and 
pl'rfected when it is in his power to do so. his failure must be assumed to admit 
its correctness.-First National Bank of St. Joseph v. Township of St. Joseph. 
46 M. 526; Detroit River Savings Bank v. Detroit, 114 M. 81. Boards of review 
are the proper tribunals for the correction of unjust asssessment. and parties 
will not be heard in the courts until they have exhausted their remedy before 
these tribunals.-Michigan Savings Bank v. City of Detroit, 107 M. 246; Fletcher 
Paper Co. v. City of Alpena, 172 M. 35. 

Notice of review of assessments required by charter and statutory provisions 
may be by publication and need not name the owners of lands atrected.-Palmer 
v City of Port Huron. 139 M. 471. 

One cannot complajn that the assessment' was in name of wrong person, or of 
any other irregularities which board of review might have corrected had appli
~ation been made to it.-Hinds v. Townsbip of Beh·idere. 107 M. 664; Audtior 
General v. Keweenaw Asso .• 107 M. 405. Where property owner rightfully assessed 
examines assessment at time of meeting of board of review and expresses him
self satisfied therewith, one who succeeds to his rights and obligations in the 
premises cannot complain that the assessment is too high or was not properly 
rE'viewed.-Hamilton v. Ames, 74 M. 298. 

Mandamus will not be granted to compel the assessment of taxable property" 
"hich has been omitted from the roll, at a time when the owner will be deprived 
of right of a review of the assessment.-Maurer v. CIiW. 94 M. 194. 

The presumption that all necessary papers were made and filed is overcome 
by the production of the assessment rolls with an unsigned certificate attached. 
and the showing is fatal.-Dickinson v. Reynolds. 48 M. 159. No presumption 
that roll contains certificate. where roll introduced lacks certain leaves and 
the certificate.-Newkirk, v. Fisher. 72 M. 113. The necessity for the several 
sheets of the assessment rolls being properly attached to each other, by sewing 
or binding, is evident. 

Certificate signed by majority of the board is sufficient.-Mills v. Township of 
Richland, 72 M. 100. The proper certificate dply signed and pasted to the roll 
is compliance with the statute.-Darmstaetter v. Maloney, 45 M. 621. That 
certificate is dated on last review day does not necessarily show that it was 
premature.-Yelverton v. Steele, 36 M. 62. As to date of certificate see Dick
ison v. Reynolds, 48 M. 159. 

Statutory certificate of taxing officers cannot be contradicted in collateral pro
ceedings.-Tompkins v. Johnson, 75 M. 181. 

Failure to apply to the board of review to correct an assessment does not 
estop the taxpayer from contesting an absolutely void asssessment, the prop
erty not being subject to taxation.-Woodmere Cemetery Association v. Twp. of 
Springwells, 180 M. 406. 

A tax-payer must be presumed to know the powers and duties of the board 
of review, and the time fixed by the statute for its meeting; and he cannot excuse 
his failure to appear before that body by showing that he was out of the State.-
Hinds v. Twp. of Belvidere, 107 M: 664. . 

By failing to attend the meeting of the board of review, or lIIe objections to 
the assessment. the tax-payer did not preclude himself from the remedy aWorded 
by equity.-Van Zanten v. City of Grand Haven, 174 M. 282. 

Where a tax-payer's assessment is upon personal property. not subject to taxa
tion at the place where the property is taxed, the courts may review it.-Nester 
v. Township of Baraga, 183 M. 640; Rice v. ,Gity of Muskegon, 150 M. 679. 

See Sec. 99. • 
Where property subject to a tax is purchased after final action by the board 

of review for purposes which render it exempt from taxation, it is the duty 
of the purchaser to pay t.he tax. Iron Mountain Public Schools v. O'Connor et al., 
as M. 85; Triangle Land Co. v. City of Detroit. 204 M. 442. 

A resolution of the common council of a city, directing the board of review 
to make reductions in the assessment roll is illegal and of no effect.-Fletcher 
Paper Co. v. City of Alpella, 160 M. 'O~. 

One is not bound to appear before the board of review t6 protect himself 
against a void tax which the township authorities had no jurisdiction to levy 
against him.-Rapid Railway Co. v," Schroeder, 190 111. 68,1. 

SEC. 31. (4025) Upon the completion of said roll and its 
indorsement in manner aforesaid, the same shall be conclu
sively presumed by all courts and tribunals to be valid, and 
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.. hall not be set aside except for causes hereinafter mentioned. 
The omillsion of such indorsement shall not affect the validity 
of such roll. 

Hla.....,. :-<. I •• ·tT. 1854. 
('ertiorari .. ill not lie to brinllt tax proceedinp before the supreme court for 

r .. '·i ..... -Wlaitbftok ... Hud ...... 50 M. 88: Hudson Common Council ... Whitney. 
,.. W. UN; Burrwtt v. Drain CommiMioner. "8 M. 114. 

Certill"-'te of equalization does not form a part of __ ment roll.-Tweed v. 
)I .. t" • ., .• M. 571. But must be written or printed on or allixed thereto.-Sec .... 

The too frequent practi.:e of indicatinlr ChaDges made by the board of ,.,.<ew 
1,,-~ note mAde 01 the new Yaluation, or of the correction of an er. . .!BOU8 
"....,ripllon mnnot be too stron"l), d .. preeated. Such correction is in II!" . roper 
ile>n-e 8 u('()mplet.ioo u 01 the roll. The law does not jn express tel'lQlro ':ravide 
that the '-rd endorse tb .. ir am .. ndm .. nt ot the roll in ink. nor that ,roy foot 
it and p ....... t1 .. total amount at the foot of the ""veral columns; but .. "ythiDg 
I""" thaD thl. lacka much of "complwon." nor should the concludiug ""ntence 
of thi. M'ction be made tbt" eXCU8e for failure to indorse tbe roU. aa pnmded 
ir· Soc .... 

The omi .. ion of the .,ndoroem .. nt of the clerk of the board of review upon the 
a_m .. nt roll dON not a.rct the .. alidity ot the """"""ment.~ity of Yale v. 
Michic"an Mutual Fire I .... uran.:e Co .. 171 M. !St. 

SEC. 32. (-&026) If from any cause a quorum shall not be Absent 
present at any meeting of the board of review, it shall be the members. 
duty of the Bupen-isor, or, in his absence, any other member 
of the board present, to notify each absent member to attend 
at once, and it shall be the duty of the member so notified to 
nttend ,.·ithout delay. If from any cause the second meeting Second 
of such board of re\'iew herein pro\'ided for is not held at the meeting. 
time fixed therefor, then and in that case it shall meet on the 
next Monday thereafter, and proceed in the same manner and 
with like powers as if such meeting had been held as herein· 
before pro\·ided. 

History :-<. L. '17. IS55. 

SF.C. 33. (-&027) The super\'isor or clerk of said board of Records of 
rl'vie,., shall keep a record of the proceedings of the board and board. 
of all the chan~es made in such allsessment roll, and shall file 
the same with the township or city clerk with the statements 
made by personlJ assessed. 

"Iotory :-<. I .. "7. '.H . 
• ·allure to keep ..... ~rd cured hy See. II if no Injury haa resulted to pel"llODI 

-t.-Audltor Gt-nrr,,1 v. Bucke)'" Iron Co .. II! M. U4. 
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SF.C. 3j. (-&028) The board of supen'isors in each county EqualizatioD 
.. hall, at thpir I\('lII'ion in June in each year, examine the as- hr super-
8f'lIIIment rolls of the se\'eral townships, wards or cities, and" BOra. 

8scertain "'hether the real and perllonal property in the re-
,,(teeth'e to\\·nllhipK. wards or cities bas been equally and uni· 
formly 81U1('HJi1(>d at trlle c8sh ,·allle. If. on such examination, 
thpy shall deem sllch asse!lllmpnts to lte relatively unequal, 

. thpy shall equalize the I18me by addinJ.! to or deducting from 
the nlu8tion of the taxable property in any township, ward 
or city, or townllhi(»l. wards or dtieM. sllch an amount as in 
th .. ir judl:mpnt "'iII ,trodllce a sum whkh represents the true 
c8Mh "8hIP thpreof. and thl' amount addf'd to or deducted 
from the valuations in allY to\\"lIlIhip. ward or city, shall be 
('nterpd upon the records. They shall also cause to be Alt"gregate 
('ntf'red u(loI1 their record .. the l4!"l!r('gate valuation of the .-aluation. 
taxable I'f'al and ItC'rsollal l'rolterty of each township, ward or 
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Corrections of city in their county 'as determined by them. The board shall 
descriptions. also 'make such alterations in the description of any lands 

upon such rolls as may be necessary to Tender such descrip
Certification. tion, conformable to the requirements of this act. After such 

To whom 
delivered. 

Appeal. 

Petition. 

What to 
show. 

rolls shall have been equalized, each shall be certified to by 
the chairman and clerk of the board and be delivered to the 
supervisor of the proper township, ward or city, who shall file 
and keep the same in his office. 

Any supervisor of any township or city who considers his 
township or city aggrieved by the action of the board of 
supervisors of which he is a member, in equalizing the valu-' 
ations of the several townships, wards or cities of the county, 

'may appeal from such determination to the board of State 
tax commissioners in the manner herein provided. When
ever any such supervisor desires to appeal from such deter
mination by the board of supervisors, he shall within five 
days after such determination is 'made or within five days 
after adjournment of the board of supervisors, file with the 
derk of the said board of supervisors a written or printed 
petition which shall set forth in detail his reasons fol' taking 
such appeal. The said petition shall be signed and sworn 
to by the supervisor taking the appeal; shall show that the 
equalization as made by the said board of supervisors was 
objected to by certain members thereof; that a certain town
ship, ward or city, as the case may be, has ,been discrimi
nated against in such equalization, and shall pray that said 
board of State tax commissioners proceed at its earliest con
venience to review the action from which appeal is taken. It 
shall be the duty of the clerk of the board of supervisors to 
forthwith serve such petition personally or by registered mail 

Investigati,on upon the board of State tax commissioners. The said board 
of complamts. of State tax commissioners shall upon receipt of ",uch peti

tion, forthwith examine same, and if in its judgment there 
is a showing to the effe<;t that the equalization complained 
of is unfair, unjust, inequitable or discriminatory may pro
ceed, at once to make an investigation of the matters set forth 
in said petition. The said board of State tax commissioners 
shall have the same authority to consider and pass upon the 
action and determination of the said board of supervisors in 
equalizing said valuations as it has to consider complaints 

May summon relative to the assessment and taxation of property. The 
supervisors. said board of State tax commissioners shall have the right to 

order the said board of supervisors to reconvene and to cause, 
the assessment rolls of said county to be brought before it, 
and it may summon the several supervisors of said county 
before it to give ~vidence in relation to said equalization, and 
may take such further action and may make such further in· 

To make vestigation in the premises as it may deem necessary. If the 
~:,,~uctlons. said board of State tax commissioners shall decide that the 

determination and equalization made by the board of super
visors is correct, no further action shall be taken. If the said 
board of State tax commissioners, after due consideration, 



MICHIGAN 1893." AS AMENDED 

decides that the valuations of said county have been im
properly equalized, it shall proceed to make such deductions 
from, or additions to the valuations of the respective town
ships, wards or cities as may be deemed proper, and in so 
doing the said board shall have the same powers as the board 
of supervisors had in the first instance. It shall be the duty 
of the said board of State tax commissioners forthwith, 
after completing its revision of the equalization of the valu
ation of the several assessment districts, to report its action 
to the board of supervisors by filing its report with the clerk 
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of the board of Ilupervisors. The action of the said board of Action final. 
State tax commissioners in the premises shall be final and 
binding upon the said board of supervisors. Upon receipt of 
lIuch report from the board of State, tax commissioners, it Clerk to call 
Khall be the duty of the clerk of the board of supervisors to meeting. 

forthwith call a meeting of the' board of supervisors, which 
Khall not be less than three days nor more than five days 
after the said report of the board of State tax commissioners 
is filed. Notice of such meeting shall be given to each super-
visor by service of a copy of the call either personally or by 
regi8tered mail 88 the said clerk shall determine. As soon Apportion
a8 the said board of supervisors has reconvened, it shall im- ment. 

mediately proceed to apportion the State and county taxes 
to the several assessing districts in accordance with the equal-
ization so made: Provided, That if the board of supervisors Proviso. 
is in session at the time the report of the board of State 
tax Commissioners is filed, it shall be the duty of the said 
clerk to deliver the said report to the said board of super-
visors, which shall equalize the county in the manner indi-
cated in said report: Provided further, That the said board Further 
of State tax commissioners shall not increase the amount of proviso. 

any ward or township abo\'e the values as determined by the 
tax "commissioner'8 field men and shown by the cards of in
Ilpection. 

Hlotar, :-C. L. '17. 1857 ;-Am. 1900. p. 888. Act 292. EfI'. Sept. 1 ;-Am. 1918. 
p. 40 •• Act 101. EfI'. AuII'" .. ;-Am. 1921. p. 698. Act B80. EfI'. Aug. 18. 

Fallur. to ..... mply with the otatutory requirement of eqUldlzation by the board 
or .u~"'Ioora In.alldat ... the tax. Informal action which Is not recorded will 
IIot U'W~he r .. quir .. m .. nto.-Yel.erton Y. Steele. B8 M. 62. The power of equaliza-
tion by rd of .u~"I ... ra bel nil' conftned to the real estate and the whole 
.ubJect nr under th~lr romplete Jurl.dlction. they may adopt their own means of 
reaehlnr e reoult. When any alteration i. made In the aggregate valuation 
of the re ... tate. the addition. or deduction" ... made may be expressed in 
any 'orm 'hleh may by ealculatlon be reduced to a percentage. "Determlnlnll' 
the .... ..,.eg t .... Invol .... the nec .... lty of footing the personal estate B8 valued 
by the 'UI~~'llOra and the real .... tate At the amount determined by equallzatlon.-
Cue Y. '>0. . 18 M. It. See allO WIIIIAIDI V. MeAra. 81 M. Re. If no changes 
ore requl It I. only neceo88ry to enter upon the record the aggrel'ate valli' 

=..':t.~ham ~::'1n p:.sr8~11'::!~~~{ :l :~c~ J!;:;,":~p;.. aty~~~:~i~~~ ~ 4~~~ 
The IIlatllle """,,,",pial ... thllt addition. or dedllction. In equallzln!! will be added 
to or d .. ducted fmm the a" .. reIl'Ate vaillation of all taxable property In the town
.hlp.-Boyee Y. Sebrlnr ... M. 110. 

It I. rom~l .. nt for the board to reduee the al<grelf8te of the a ...... ments 
below that of the _ro·.-l'w ..... d v. Meleslf. 4 M. 57g. The board of equal
I .. tlon b .. no aulborlly o.er Indh'ldual a ...... menl.. The pro.lslon relative to 
maklnll d_rlptlon. ron'ormable 10 Ihe reqlliremento of the law I. one of vital 
Importa ..... and sbould hBYe co .... '111 attention. 

A rerord at equalilation must .ho.. the a .. essed valuation of the se.eral 
lowDlhlpo and Ihe amount add .. rt to or dedllcted therefrom. el .. i. f"tally detectl.e 
and yolda the entire I ... y 'ur the year.-Audllor (;eneral Y. Roberto. Bod Auditor 
Oenera. Y. Reynolds •• 8 M. 471; Chamberl"ln •• St. I.,nare. VI M. 112. A rec:ord 
of equallzatlun .... hich .how. only "real .... tale a ......... d ... "real .. state equ,,:lIzed." 
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l~total estate asses~ed." Utota1 estate equalized," is too uncertain to have any 
value as a public record.-Paldi v. Paldi, 84 M. 346. The certificate of equaliza
tion must be entered upon the several assessment rolls and signed after such 
entry. In Westbrook v. Miller, 64 M. 129, the tax sale and deeds were held void 
where the chairman of the board of supervisors signed blank certificates of equaliza
tion and left them to the county clerk to fill and forward to supervisors. 

But the failure of the clerk to sign the record of the equalization and appor
tionment does not affect the validity of the township and school district taxes. 
He may be permitted to sign the record while yet in office. Sheldon v. To~nship 
of Marion, 101 M. 259. 

It was held that the ·chairman and clerk could while still in office affix their 
signature.-Boyce v. Auditor General, 90 M. 314. 

The failure of the cba innan of the board of supervisors to sign the record of 
equalization and apportionment of State tax is fatal to the validity of the tax 
deed.-Weston v. Monroe, 8' M. 341. The evidence of two witnesses who testify 
positively that proceedings for equalization, etc., were not signed hy chairmen of 
hoards during their respective terms of office, carries more weight of evidence than 
that of the two chairmen, who did not rememiJer when they signed, but were 
confident it was not after their term had expired, notwithstanding the presumption 
as to official acts.-Auditor General v. Hill, 97 M. 80. 

Where the record of the board of supervisors shows that the assessments of 
the various assessing districts were properly equalized and the taxes were prop
erly apportioned, the fact that the certificate of equalization was not signed 
by the clerk but was si('ined by the chairman alone does not invalidate the tax.
Sheldon v. Twp. of MarIOn, 101 M. 259. 

The power to equalize is exclusive in the board of sl,lpervisors.-Attorney 
General v. Sanilac Supervisors, 42 M. 72. The action of the board of super
visors in equalizing the assessment cannot be reviewed by the courts. Fraud
ulent disregard of their duties may wnrrant resort to the criminal law or to 
other remedy; but the cOI'redness of their review cannot be considered by 
any body. The question of valuation rests with the judgment of the board.
McDonald v. Escanaba, 62 M. 555. 

The assessment roll is a public record to be retained by the supeT\'isor in
tact and to be turned over to Ilis successor with the ather records and official 
properties of his office. In the case of Albany & Boston Mining Co. v. Auditor 
General, 37 M. 391, the supervisor took the assessment roll of 1878 which was 
ill his office, and with n blue pencil made such changes and alterations thereon 
in valuation and otherwise as he deemed necessary and thus made the roll for 
1874. The court says: "It was highly improper, if not criminal. for the super
visor to make any changes, alterations or additions in 01" to the original assess~ 
n,ent roll of 1873, required hy law to be kept in his office." 

The certificate of equalization properly signed and affixed to the assessment 
rolls is a prerequisite to the making of a valid tax roll.-MaxwelJ v. Paine, 53 M. 
30. Supervisors have absolute. and exclusive right to the possession of the rolls and 
are authorized to bring suit in their official characters to recover possession of 
them.-Phenix v. Clark, 2 M. 327. 

A meeting of the board of supervisors for the y~ar 1891 shall be held on the 
fourth Monday of June. and on the fourth Monday of June every fifth year 
thereafter; and when convened the bOl'rd shall proceed' to equalize the assess
ment rolls; and each of said supervisors shall add up the columns of their 
respective rolls, enumerating the number of acres of land and the value of the 
real estate and personal property assessed, so as to show the aggregate of 'each.-
160n C. L. '15. Where equalization was mad!, at June session (preceding meet
ing of State Board of Equalization) failure to equalize at October session (in 
the same year) is not fatal.-Silsbee v. Stockle, 44 M. 561; Boyce v. Sebring, 
66 M. 210. 

The assessing district is the unit for equalization. and an eqnalization that 
deducts an aggregate sum from the total valuation of several of the dis
tricts is ,oid and L'Onfers no jurisdiction to levy a state and county tax and sell 
tht' land so assessed for non-payment of taxes.-Messinger v. Peter. 129 M. 93. 

Section 2292. C. L. '15, requires that every order, resolution and determination 
of such board of supervisors shall be recorded in th.,. records of the board and 
signed by the chairman and clerk. This section is mandatory and was enacted 
fm' the protection of both public interests and private rights. Pearsall v. Super
\1sor, 71 M. 438. 

The above section includes all the proceedings required by law to be entered 
upon the records of the board.-Weston v. Monroe; 84 M. 341. 

"The case of Auditor General v. Hill, 97 Mich. 80, is cited as supporting the 
doctrine that after having retired from office the chairman and clerk could not 
properly affix their signatures to the recm'd. The point was not argued or con
sidered in Auditor General v. Hill," and the case was determined solely' upon the 
question of fact.-Sheldon v. Township of Marion. 101 Mich. 259. 

When the assessor and hoaril of review intentionally omitted a large amount 
of personal property and real estate from the tax "011. and greatly under-valued 
~ertain pcrsonal property and the business and residence property of the city, 
III order to throw a heavier burden of taxation on the outlying land in the city, 
a judgment holding the whole tax roll void as to all who had filed objections 
against it was proper.-Auditor General v. Pend ill, 123 M. 521. 

The question as to whether there was fraud in making up the assessment roll 
is a proper one for the jury.-City of Muskegon v. Boyce, 123 M. 585. 

The power of equalizntion is confined to the real estate.-Case v. Dean, 16 M. 23. 
"Whatever deduction is macte is on account of under~valuation or over~valua· 

tlOn of r!,ul property.-Auditor General v. Lon!<year, no M. 223. . 
A mobon before a board of equalization "to amend the report. and that the 

se"eral townships and cities be equalized as tollows," the motion including all 
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the lown.bip" and dti"" with the proper amounts opposite as equalized. covers 
the roUr. Buhjt"Cl of equalization and is 8utlicient. a1though the motion is recorded 
h.- the clerk a8 one lo amend the report of the committee on equalization.
Har'" Y. City of Maekin...,. 131 M. 6.0. 

Il will be pr .. umffi that an equalization under Sec. U was based upon the 
real "tate a. the section requires and not upon both real and personal property 
· ... here the baAI. of 8uch equalization does not appear tram the proceedings of 
th" board.-Audilor General v. Ayer. 109 M. 89&. 
~ Sec. U •• ,. 
The bonrd of .tate tal: commiuioners, proceeding under this section to equalize 

the Yilluation. of a count)', may review the action of the board of supervisors 
Itnd increHse the valnations without ordering said board to reconvene although 
the· nnllmi8Sionera are empo,,"ered to require the supervisors to reconvene. Jurig.. 
diction to pro("ff'(1 dOH not dt"'peond on the recon"ening of the supervisors.
A tlorney General ex. ,el. Barne. v. Board of Supervisors of Midland Co.. 178 M. 
511. 

A. tn omendm.nt 0' this _tion by Act !9! Public Acle of 1909 which' was held 
IIn('oliltitutional, twe' Zimmer v. Supervisors of Bay Coo. 159 M. 213; Robinson v. 
"'f'4Ito\'f'r. 1:50 M. Z;t5. 

. The provi.i"n. of this section providing for said appeal. confer upon the 
Board of State TAX CommiASioners extended powers of investigation and provide 
that ·'lhr 8rtion of laid Board of State Tax Commissioners in the premises shall 
be flnul:' tlf'nt"e .• 'hfOre said Board bas obtained jurisdiction and has acted, it 
.hollld be h.ld that ile action i. IInal. in the absence of fraud.-Barnes v. Boord 
of Supervloors of Wayne Co.. 19. M. S'O. 

0(1' TAXES, HOW AND BY WHOM CERTIFIED. 

St:c. 3;). (4029) On or before the first day of September State taxes. 
in ('ach year the Auditor General shall make and record in his 
office a statement showing the taxes to be raised for State 
purpolles that year, referring to the law on which each tax is 
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hllllf'd, and the total amount of such taxes. The State tax he Audilor Gen
i'hull apportion among the several counties .in proportion to ~~':t.!" ap
the valuation of the taxable property therein as determined Ba.i~:t ap
by the Illst preceding State board of equalization, and shall porllonment. 

berore the October lIession of the board of supervisors in each 
year make out and transmit to the clerk of each county a 
IItatement of the amount of such taxes so apportioned to such 
('ounty. lIe shall also, in a separate item of said statement, County in

lIet forth the amount of indebtedness of such county to the ~b~~::'':''8 
State remaining unpaid at the time such statement is made, 
IlS IIhown by the statpment of the account hetween the county 
and the State made. by the Auditor General on the first day 
of July next pre\'ioul! to such apportionment which amount 
"hall be apportioned by the board of supervisors of the 
proper county at the lIaIDe time as State taxes contained in To be portion 
lIaid apportionment of the Auditor General, and shall be of eounty 'nx 
levi('d in the same manner as and become a portion of the 
('ounty tut'S for the same year, unless the said indehtedness 
IIbnll have been paid to the State before October first: Pro- Proviso. 
rid,!d. That lIuch portion thereof, if any, as should be as-
IIc!"",ell to a particular towllship, shall be apportioned to and 
nKl!l'sll('d upon lIuch township. ward or city. 

Hiotory:-C. I •. '87 •• ~n-Am. \P15. p. 10. Act 5. Elf. AUIf. U. 
'udltor (it'nrral I. bound to take notiee 0' ltatut"" changing county bound

an ... and ",",lttin .. new' rollntin_ and h' bound to know what land tails In each 
pnd obould apportion the State tal< upon the basi. of the aa_ffi value of the 
Ihnd in ueh aa 'a'" equalilrd.-Ontonagon Supe"lsors v. Gogebic Supervison. 
a M. 111. State IIoard of F.qualilallon.-Act 1f8. la .... 1005. Auditor General 
.bo"ld anllclpate the e","' .. nee of a new county whieh haa been orlfanized by 
I...,iolntlve act In the apportlnnment 0' the State taxes and make apportionment 
."""rdln.lr.-Audltor Gen .. ral v. Menominee Supervisors. 80 M. 552. As to 
or .... nI18lion of new ('Ounti8 ...... notN to See. 105. . 

Wben It .t .. t ...... nl of ......... nl between a county and the State 8howllllf • debt 
due the Sial .. I. rorr..-II, and ... ."Inrl, made and the aaeertained amount i. 
_ .. nahly .... rtilled In due form to the derk of the count,. it I. the duty of the 
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hoard of supervisors at once to make proper apportionment. and if they shall 
refuse to do so, they may be compelled by mandamus.-Auditor General v. Jackson 
Supervisors, 24 M. 237. Duty of board of supervisors within twenty days after 
indebtedness to State is certified to proper county officers to levy a tax to pay 
such indebtedness or to submit to vote of people the issue of honds for tbat pur
pose.-2277 C. L. 'IS. Services of troops in aid of civil authorities.-876n C. L. '15. 

See Sec. 99. . 

. SEC. 36. (4030) It shall be the duty of the township clerk 
of each township, on or before the first day of October of each 
year, to make and deliver to the supervisor of his townli\hip, 
a certified copy of all statements and certificates on file, and 
of all records of any vote or resolution in his office authoriz
ing 01' directing moneys to be raised therein by taxation for 
township school, highway, drain, and all other. purposes, to
gether with a statement of the aggregate amount thereof, and 
such certified copies shall, by such supervisor, be delivered to 
the clerk of the county on or before the second Monday of 
said month, and the same shall by said clerk be laid before 
the board of supervisors at its annual meeting and filed in his 
office, 

History:-C. L. '97, 3859. 
TOWNSHIP TAXES: The c1el'k's certificate of record of .the vote of township 

board is to be executed and delivered in time for delivery to the county clerk 
before the meeting of lhe board of supervisors on or before the second Monday 
in October.-Peninsula Iron Co. v. Crystal Falls, 60 M. 510. A township hoard 
has special and limited authority, which must appear upon the face of the record.
Harding v. Bader, 75 M. 316. The presumption is in favor of the express terms 
of the record where no clerical error is shown, nor can a record be contradicted 
or varied by parol evidence.-Michigan Land Co. v. Republic Township,' 65 M. 628. 
Where clerk's certificate is regular on its face and nothing is shown to invalidate 
the proceedings prior thereto, it is conclusive upon the supervisor and it makes 
it his duty to assess the tax and to issue bis warrant for its collection. In case 
of issue hy clerk of certificate unauthorized by law, supervisor is hound to take 
notice of the total absence of sucb legal authority.-Smith v. Crittenden, 16 M. 152. 
If the several amounts to he raised are stated in township clerk's certificate 

his omission to aggregate the taxes is unimportant.-Boyce v. Auditor General, 
90 M. 811. 

Township may vote not to exceed $1,000 for contingent or ordinary expenses. 
-2048 C. L. '15, but no more except as voted for specific purposes. Action of 
township board under statute authorizing them to vote money to defray twp. 
expenses must be had at a regular meeting.-Peninsula Iron Co. v. Crystal 
Falls, 60 M. 510. Time and manner of voting township taxes.-20S8 C. L. 
'15. Township taxes voted by· townsbip hoard before submission are invalid.
Ailditor General v. Sparrow, 116 M. 574. Whim electors neglect or refuse to 
vote money for ordinary townShip expenses, township board may, at regular 
meeting, vote necessary amount but no more tban might have been voted by 
electors.~2128 C. L. 'IS. Townsbip may vote not exceeding 1 per cent on 
assessed valuation upon prior notice for erecting public buildings.-2049 C. L. 
'15; requires a majority of qualified electors voting. 

Neglect or refusal of electors to vote money for ordinary township expenses 
must appear upon record of townsbip board to authorize hoard to vote same, 
and record of meeting at which hoard voted must show tbat all members were 
·present or notifled.-Harding v. Bader, 75 M. B16; Auditor General v. McArthur, 
87 M. 457. There is no presumption that electors refused ,or neglected to 
"ote sufficient funds to defray ordinary expenses, and where township hoard 
votes money for that purpose the record must affirmatively sbow such neglect 
or refusal; and the same rule applies to the voting of a money tax for high
way purposes.-Newaygo Mfg. Co. v. Echtinaw, 81 M. 416. Electors cannot 
be held to have neglected or refused to vote moneys for the contingent or poor 
funds when these items were not submitted to them; and the townsbip board 
has no authority to vote either except upon such neglect or refusa\.-Tillotsoll 
v. Webber, 96 M. 144; Auditor General v. D., S. S. & A R. R. Co., 116 M. 122. 

Township record showin!\' vote of bighway and contingent taxes upon the 
day of the annual township meeting sufficiently shows that the action taken 
was that of the electors, and it will be presumed that it was taken at the 
time provided by stntute.-Auditor General v. Longyear, lIO M. 228. Further 
as to voting taxes.-Criltenden v. Robertson, 18 M. 58; People v. Township Board 
'of Woodhull. 14 M. 28. 

Compensation ot townsbip officers.-215~5 C. L. 'IS. Protection of orchards 
and vineyards.-7411n·7432r C. L. '15. Destruction of noxious weeds.-4287n C. L. 
'15. See 4652n C. L. '15, Am. Act 220, 1889.-Expense to be assessed against 
lands.-69r p. 805 C. L. '15. Cutting milkweed.-6Dr p. B06 C. L. '15; expense, 
how assessed.-6!rr, p. 306 C. L. 'IS. Establishing section corners assessed upon 
leal .estate.-2829 C. L. '15. Relocating and perpetuating section corners when 
desired by residl'nt owners, to be nssl'ssl'd upon lands of persons refusing to pay. 
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-U88 C. I •. '15, Act U8 of I A9D. Repair, etc., of fences, to be assessed to land of 
perlon n...-Iectin« to paY.-!20t e .•. C. L. 'l5-Giloon v. Munson,. 11' M. 871. 
Support 01 poor.-5UI-1 C. L. '15. Maintenance of chargeo at county poorhouse.
::2" C. L. 'J 5. 
Paym~nt of railroad aid bond •. _I9I e .•. C. L. '15. Payment of town bonds.

!181 C. Ii., '15. Mant1amul lies to rompel to"rn clerk to issue a certificate tor 
..... y 01 a lax to o"li.fy jud .. ment against the township.'-Courlright v. Brook. 
Townohlp Clerk. 54 M. 18%_ Township bonds, if le«ally ,ssued are fixed charges 
.... all".t Ihe lownshlp and record 01 vole of township board to raise money to 
pay Iuc'h boodl need not sbow neglect or refusal of voters to vote money for 
.ltch purtlQle.-N'ewa,.,ro Mfg. Co. v. Echtinaw, 81 M. 416. Certain townships 
t .. ln .. held liable lor county bond. issued for their benefit, action on writ of 
n •• ndamul wu IUlllpended to permit a!1Satsment in the following )'ears.-People 
,'. Townohlpo of Porter and Calvin, II M. 101. 

Me al .... 211 4 C. L. '15. Further al to township taxeo see Upton v. Kennedy. 
Ie M. tl5: Silsbee Y. Stock Ie, " M. 561: Peninsula Iron Co .. v. Crystal Falls. 60 
M. 510; Williamo v. Mea ... , II M. 86; Mills v. Township of Richland, 72 III, 100; 
IIardin« Y. Bader, 75 M. 118. 

Supenl ... r can only 008es. Buch taxes as are properly certified to him by town
ohlp derk lor _ment unless evidenced by other official action and which the 
Iftw mak ... It hi. duty to _88 without clerk'. certif\cate.-Sage v. Auditor General, 
7' M. '18. "There township clerk'. certiftcate showrd a given sum voted for 
town.hlp pu~ and warrant and tax roll showed greater 8um, held that proof 
ot one rertiftcate raiRd presumption again",t the existence of another not shown 
t., have been made.-Case v. Dean, IG M. 12. 

TOWMhip haa no authority under the provlsion8 ot 20'7 C. L. '15. to raise 
money by In to he expended lor fair-ground purposes.-French v. Township 
01 South Ann, 1%1 M, 591. . 

Mandamu. will lie a«ninst township to enforce the as..qessment of amount to 
PRY county tax, embezzled by township treasurer.-Hart Township v. Oceana 
('0 .. " M. 417. 

SVNOrSIS OF HJr.HWAY LAW: 4287n, 69r. p. S02, C. L. '15, Limitation of 
ft,'propriatlon by hhrhwfty rommis~loner for laying out. altering or discontinuing 
hl.-hway without concurrence of the town.hlp board '100._292n. Determination 
nnd app<>rtlonment_xpense 01 line rolld •. -4299n. Bridges between townships 
and between townohlp and vlll."e or city._HI-6n. A •• essment· for damageo.-
4.lIn. Laying out temporary hi"hway •. -Act 127, laws 1907. 

The hlorhwaYI are to be laid out, Improved and maintained by two money taxes, 
_ rond repRlr tax and a hi"hway Improvement tax; Act 108 of laws of 1907. 
nood roatl. dlotrlct, Act rae o( IRW. of IU07. AsseSAment and collection of money 
tftl( (or hl .. hway purpooes.-4287n. 09r, p, 299. Assessment for emergent Improve
nl.nt.-4'000. R"mo\"sl of encroRchmenta.-4402n. Am. Act 244 of 1899. Erection. 
,epalr and preservation 01 bridge •. -441Sn-IDn, 4421n-25n. Allowance for plant
'nlf .hAde tTHtI.-"41Iiln. egr. p. 100; for waterinllf 1ron.rhs or fountalns.-4287n. 
DI .... 'etion 01 l'Omml .. loner to require 25% or highway tall to be paid in money.
"~~n. .er, p. 100. Rl'port or overseer to commi •• loner.-4050n, 4656n, Am. Act 
120 01 U.'. 1'\0 error or omis.ion or duty on the part 01 the overseer 8hall 
InnlldRte hi .. h..-ay lax a .. essed on townsh,p roll._657n. A .. eosment for pur
.. hue 01 plftnk or toll rOlld.-"81n. Blank. for commissioner and overoeer to 
he lurnl.~ by th" Auditor GeneraJ._46In. A.sessment for Iools.-69r, p. 801, 
A ....... ment lor hl .. hway orrle .... -4557n. El(emption of honorably discharged 
ooldlera and marlnee lrom poll t,,"._9r, p. 102. 

A_ment 01 hiorhwsy and railroad gradeo._77o-78 C. L. '15. Township road 
I,._tf'm.--uan C. L. '15. 

Wht're "I"hw .. y tanl of a townohlp are a ........ d on a labor basis, under Chapter 
U 01 S«110n 4 ... C. L. '15, the tax need not be oBSessed by road distrlcto, and a 
.. Ighway money tax levied under Chapter 25 must be levied upon all of tbe property 
o( the townohlpo, Includln .. that 01 any Incorporated village. Held controlled 
hy Ryerson y. Township, 52 M. 50t amI Auditor General v. Railway, 118 M. 
Ur.-Perrllo et aJ. Y. Stl'phen80n Town.hlp, 141 M, 167. 

Labor and money In ... hlcb elector. may vote IInder 4616n C. L. '15, Is only 
for ordinary Improvements for hl"hwaya and brid.,eo during the year.-Long-

~~"o"oo Y'In:u~~~~ GI~nt:;aI.I~I~tI~~ !]t s.,:.n •. "'1;~',ir~nsW::'t~:'~~!:'W~hi~ai:, 
Ada Y. Xent Clrroll Jud .. , 114 M. 77. Township board has no authority to exempt 
Nnaln prop.rt, lrom a-ment for highway tal(eo.-Audltor General v, D., S, S, 
It A, R. R. Co .. 110 N. III. 

A special hl .. hwa, tall exceedln.. the amount allowed by law and BSSessell 

r~:t "Irh
;"", ~~ I:~ l!al:old~~;I.t~ol:' ~.y R~ho;ln&.I~. t~':..m:rns~~ne~~(t~~ 

N .• n. Hlorbwfty tal( whera no Inhabitant. and no actual or contemplated high
.. aye held invalld,-Mlchl .. an Land CO. Y. Township L'An .. , 88 M. 700. Highway 
taw III ...... ' whera no action I. properly cerlifted to lupervisor "" taken by town
ohlp meelln« or town board, and board cannot act el(ct>pt on failure of electon, 
I'k" whkh lhould appear on reoord.-Gamble Y. Auditor General, 78 M. 802. 
Vot,," eennot be laid to have n""lected or refuoed to vote hiorhway tall unless 
qll .. tlon "80 .uhmilled, and tax Yoted hy t""'nohlp board without luch neglect 
or refusal '" unaulborl ..... -Aoditor General v. D., S. S. " A, R. R. Co .. 118 M. 122, 

A hl.-IIway tax i. lIIe .. al ... hen ordered by tbe board or .upervioors without the 
... rtlficate of the tow .... hip clerk that .lIch tax bad been Imposed by the town
.hip and It not a_arlnr that ou"h tall w80 ftxed by the township board. or that 
the eleeto .. pither voted or fail .. d to determine the amount~Boyce v, Auditor 
"eneral, to N. 114. Me aloo as to .utllclenrr or record relative to taxes ordered 
raloed, A .pedal bl,h"ay tax eennot be leYled upon the property of a town-

61 



62 GENERAL TAX LAW 

ship to pay the indebtedness· of road districts therein.-McFarlan v. Township of 
Cedar Creek, 93 M. 558. 

Further as to highway taxes see Silsbee v. Stockle, " M. 561; Alcona Co. v. 
White, 54 M. 503; Lake Superior C. R. & I. Co. v. Thompson, 56 M. 493; Penin
sula Iron Co. v. Crystal Falls, 60 M. 510; Michigan Land Co. v. Township L'Anse. 
68 M. 700; Mich Land Co. v. Republic Township, 65 M. 628; Mills v. Township of 
Richland, 72 M. 100; Turnbull v. Township of Alpena. 74 M. 621; Newaygo Mfg. 
Co. v. Rchtinaw, 81 M. 416; Holfman v. Lynburn, 104 M. 494, etc. . 

DRAIN TAXES: Townships are not agencies to originate proceedings' or levy 
or collect drain taxes, nor do moneys collected belong to township.-:Emerson v. 
Township of Walker, 68 M. 488; Barker v. Vernon, 68 M. 516. See notes to Sec. 37. 
Duties of township clerk relative to drain taxes.-4017 C. L. 'IS. Bllt see "Drain 
Taxes." Sec;. 87. 

Mandamus to compel the propel' officers to take steps to lay a drain assessment 
1'011 before the supervisors and order the payment of orders drawn in antici»a
tion of taxes to be levied, will be refused where it appears that the drain is not 
constructed and the relator is not entitled to payment.-5herwood v. Rynearson 
et al. 141 M. 92. 

SYNOPSIS OF SCHOOL LAW: 5641-5907 C. L. 'IS. Inspectors may attach 
to a school district any person residing in township and not in any organized 
district at his request; and for all district purposes, except raising tax for 
building schoolhouse, such person shall be considered as residing in such dis
trict. but when set olf to a new district no sum shall be raised for such person 
as his proportion to the district property.-5657. Voting tax for schoolhou.e
limit of tax.-5667. Estimate of school tax.-5676; report to township cIerk.-5677. 
Annual report of taxes assessed.-5679. Purchase of text books.-5688. ·Purchase 
of appendages.-5688. Director's report of moneys raised.-S601. Report of school 
taxes by township clerk to supervisor.-5606. Apportionment of school taxes.-S698. 
Assessment of school tax-If any taxes provided for by law for school purposes 
shall fail to be assessed at the proper time the same shall be assessed in the 
succeeding year.-5699. Assessment and apportionment of one mill tax.-S700. 
Assessment and application of taxes in divided district.-5701. Taxes in fractional 
distrlcts.-5702. Statement to township treasurer of school and library tax.-5703. 
Statement of one mill tax in fractional districts.-S704. Collection and apportion
ment of taxes on division of district.-S70S. Apportionment of money due frac
tional district.'-5708. Two-thirds vote required to borrow money-limit of in
<'l~btedness.-5712. Amended Act 100 of 1899. Voting tax to redeem bonds.-
5714. Supervisor to assess amount of judgment against district-eollection.-571Sn. 
Collection of judgment for schoolhouse site.-5722. Appeal from action of in
·spectors.-5781 e. s. Graded school districts.-5784-80 Am. Act 258 of 1899. Voting 
tax for school Iibraries.-5751. Liability of township clerk and supervisor in 
regard to district taxes.-S758. Voting tax for te>.1: books.-5782. Estimate of 
amount to be raised.-5784. Publication of proceedings of annual school meeting 
in graded districts.-5800. Purchase of flag.-5811. Compensation of county com
missioner of schools and examiners.-5885. Voting tax in township school district. 
-5900. Assessment.-5901. Provision as to taxes.-590S. Compensation of mem-
bers of board.-5006.. . 

Assessment for public libraries in cities.-3431'3440-8.448 C. L. '15. 
Section 5706 C. L. '15 providing that township treasurer shall retain full amount 

of scho01 taxes on roll subject to order of the district officers, is superseded 
):or Sec. ,,2 of the General Tax Law.-4048 C. L. '15. . 

See Sees. 87 and 99. 
A school district has no power to levy a tax except for purposes specified 

by statute.-Hinman v. School District, 4 M. 168. School taxes voted by boards 
before sUbmission are invalid . ....:Auditor General v. Sparrow, 116 M. 574. Board 
hlL'j no QutlIority to raise money for school purposes unless voters have ne!<lected 
or refused so to do.-Auditor General v. D., S. S. & A. R. R. Co .. 116 M. 122. 
School taxes not alfected by failure of equalizatlon.-Auditor General v. Gurney. 
100 M. 472. . 

5699 C. L. '15 requires the supervisor to assess taxes levied by school dis
tricts. He has no discretion in the matter but is bound to spread on his tax 
1'011 school taxes properly certified and directed to be levied by the board of 
supervisors.-Union School District v. Parris. 97 M. 598. Sub. 6, 5667 C. L. '15, 
which prohibits the taxation of lands for school buildings unless situated within 
2% miles from the schoolhouse site, applies only to primary schools, and in 
a graded school district all land within the district may be taxed for the e,'ec
tion of the schoolhouse.-Keweenaw Ass'n. v. School District, 98 M. 487. Sec. 
5099 C. 1.. 'IS, which provides th"t school taxes not assessed at the proper 
time shall be assessed the succeeding year, applies where the district board 
fails to certify the tax to the township clerk in time for certification to ·the 
supervisor for assessment.-Wilcox v. Township of Eagle, 81 M. 271. School 
taxes· for a district which Includes lands In another county are properly levied 
upon those lands.-John.ton v. CatlIro, 51 M. 80. 

Further, as to school taxes, see Stullrt v. School District. 30 M. 69; Jones v. 
Wright, U M. 871: Bur:.s v. Render, 86 M. 195; Midland School Districts, 40 M. 
551; Stockle v. Silsbee. 41 M. 615; Bryant v. Moore, 50 M. 225; Johnson v. 
Cathro, 51 M. 80; Port Huron Board of Education v. Treasurer. 57 M. 47: 
Moiles v. Watson, 60 M. '15; Burroughs v. Golf, 64 M. 464; Wilcox v. Township 
of Eagle. 81 M. 271; Keweenaw Ass'n v. School District, 98 M. 487; Sheldon v. 
Marion, 101 M. 256: Auditor General v. D .. S. S. & A. R. R. Co., 116 1\(. 122. 

LOCAL IMPROVEMENTS: The whole theory of' a legal assessment for local 
improvements depends upon a uniform rule of charges within some defined 
district and resting upon some principle which is intelligible.-Clay v. Grand 
Rapids, 60 M. 451. A special assessment 'which discriminates between the 
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p ....... rty of ......... n. taxed cannot be sustained.-White v. SaJlnaw. 87 M. 8a • 
• :''''Y valid a88"'8ment must be based upon some legally ordamed basis of ap
portionment and not arbitrarlly.-Detroit v. Daly. 68 M. 501. Charter authority 
to make locuJ 88BeMmenU must be strictly followed, and when the mode is 
pr ..... ribed by the charter or by ordinances adopted under its authority the 
m.asure of power II limited thereby.-Whitney v. Village of Hudson. 69 M. 189. 

". hrre charter requires board of assessors to enter upon special assessment 
roll the valuation of each parcel within the district. as shown by the last pre
("t'tli n. reneral ulllfleMment roll. the valuation of a parcel lying partly within 
Dnd partly ",'Jthou1 the district muy be apportioned where it was assessed as 
one trRct upon the general rull.-Boehme v. Monroe. 106 M. '01. 

Terminal property of n railroad company cannol be sold under provisions of 
Ilpedal charler for non-pa)'ment or 888e'ssDlenl tor local improvements.-L. S. & 
M. S. R. R. v. (irand Rapids. J02 M. 374. Property of railroad company nece&
AIlry to f'njoyment of itM tranchiMf'. such as portion of road bed, cannot be sold 
limier proceedinn to collect assessment levied theron tor municipal Improve
,"e"tl.-D .. G. H. II< M. R. R. Co. v. Grand Rapid •• 106 M. 13. A railroad com
pRny i. not liable to aS8essment tor paving a street because its track is located 
tllf'rein Bnd abuu upon 8 section of the street 80 improved, although the 8SSesS~ 
ment .. nInde 8ccorclintr to frontage.-Boebme v. Monroe, 106 M. 401. 

Pnyment of apecldc t .. xes "In lieu of all other taxes" does not exempt 'from 
a •• e .. me"t for local Improvements.-I-. S. II< M. S. R. R. Co. v. Grand Rapid •• 
10f M. '1f. Bllt a Medion of railroad right-of-way occupied by tracks and 
.. " .. .-I tor no other purptlHe. cannot be 8Rsessed tor improving a street which 
('rfl~ It under city charter requirinR' luch 8SSeR.OiIment to be according to bene
nlA.-D.. G. H. II< M. R. R. Co. ,'. Grand Rapid.. 106 M. 13. Further. as to 
n""f'Qment tor ... e-e- WoodbridlE'e ". City of De-troit. 8 M. 274; Jackson v. De· 
trolt. 10 M. UA: (ioodrich v. Detroit. 12 M. 279:' Hobart v. Detroit. 17 M. 2'6: 
Scofteld v. I.all.lnll'. 17 M. 437: Mob v. Detroit. 18 M. '95: Hoyt v. Saginaw. 
IP M. 8.: Steckert v. Ellst 5nll'in3w. 22 M. 10.: Lansinll' v. Van Gorder. 2. M. 
4l8: Powe,..' Appell). 29 M. 5tU; Warren ". Grand Haven, 80 M. 24; Jones 
". "·ater CommiMMioners. 3. ~J. 2j8: Thomas v. Gain, 85 M. 155; Butler v. 
1 •• I,olt. 41 M. U2: Sheley Y. Detroit. 45 M. 481: Cumings v. Grand Rapids. 
4a M. 150: Rentl v. Dftroit. 48 M. 544: Beidler IIIfll". Co. v. Muskegon. 68 M. 
H: Aflame Y. BII)' Cil)·. 78 III. 211: Manistee v. Hnrley. 79 M. 288; Thayer v. 
I:'nnll Rnpirl •• RI M. 29A: Auditor Grneral v. FI.her. 8' M. 128; Ely v. Grand 
Hapirl •. OJ M. saa: 5111,h v. Grand Rapid •• 84 M .• 97: Davies v. Saginaw. 81 
M. UD: Whilnry v. (lort Huron. 8M M. 268; Townse-nd v. Manistee, 88 M. 408; 
lIemhllng v. Bill' Rllpid •• 89 M. I: Beecher v. Detroit. 92 M. 268: School Fnrni
Illre {'O. v. nmn,; Rnpids. 92 M. 5U: Lundbon v. Manistee. D8 M. 170: Auditor 
1"'n~r,,1 Y. MII,i .. r. 95 M. 127: Po we,. v. Grand Rapids. 98 M. 898; Big Rapids 
v. Supt',.I ... ,.. 99 111. 851: Trowhridge ,'. Detroit. D9 M. "8: Lumber Co. v. 
I-:aot Jorrlan. 100 M. 201: Borgman v. Detroit. 102 M. 261: L. S. & M. S. R. R. 
('0. v. r:rand Rnpid •• 102 M. 874: Goodwillie v. Detroit. 108 M. 288: Moore 
v, Ufotroit. 10' M. IU2; Turner v. Detroit. 104 M. 826: Shimmons v. SllII'lnaw. 
10, M. 511: Harper v. Grand Rapid •• 105 M. 551: Duft'y v. Saginaw. 106 M. 885: 
Iltwhmt' Y. Monroe. 106 M. 101; Scotten v. Detroit. 106 M. 5Uf: Nelson v. 
Sa"I".· •. 108 M. 659: Bmwn v. Saginaw. 107 M. 648: Atwell v. Barnes. 109 
III. 10; Bllieh v. Detroit. 100 M. 258: Fitzhugh v. Bay City. 109 M. 581; Bandi
.tel Y. Jllckoon. 110 M. 8.'7: Detroit v. Judge Recorder'. Court. 112 M. 588: 
Thompoon Y. Detroit. 114 M. 502: Kalamazoo v. Francoise. 115 M. 554: Bogert 
v, Jnck ... n Circuit Jurl"e. IIA III. 457: Walker v. Ann Arbor. 118 M. 251: 
","rlhner Y' Grand Rapids. 119 M. 18A: Voigt v. Detroit. 128 r.f. 547: Goodrich 
". Detroit, III M. "u. 

See s ...... 
See CorU .. Y. HllI'hlnnd Pnrk. 112 M. 152: Autlltor Genernl v. Hoft'man. 182 

M. 19A: Aurlltor (;t'nt'rnl ,'. (,hase. 182 M. 680: Nowlen v. Benton Harbor. 184 
M. '01: Walker. Trustt'e. v. City of Detroit et al .. 18G M. 6: Auditor General v. 
Calkin •• 13G M. 1. 
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SF-C. 37. (4031) The board of supervisors. at its annual Supervisors 

"e~sion in October in each year, s~all ascertain and deter- tx:P.:'':;~~; 
mine the amount of monl'Y to be ralRed for county purposes, townships. 

ond IIhaIl apportion such amount, and also the amount of the 
8tate tax and indebtednl'Rs of the county to the State among 
the lIeveraI townships in the cOllnty in proportion to the valu· 
ation of the taxable property therein, real and personal, as 
determined by it, or os determined by the board of State 
tax commisllionl'rs upon appl'al in the manner provided by 
Illw. for that year. which determination and apportionment 
IIhall be pnterl'd at large on its rl'cords. It shall also examine 
Illl cl'rtifklltl'lI. IItlltl'ml'nts. Jlllpl'rs and records submitted to 
it. showing the monl'YIl to he raised in the se\'eral townships 

To examine 
requirements 
of townships. 

for IIl'hool. highway. drain. township and other purposes. It To hear 
~hall hf'ar and duly considf'r all objections made to raising obJectlonl. 



Correction ot 
records, etc. 

Duties of 
prosecuting 
attorney. 

Township, 
etC., taxes. 

Record of 
action. 

dilJNERAL TAX LAW 

any such moneys by any taxpayer to be affected thereby. If 
it shall appear to the board that any certificate, statement, 
paper or record is not properly certified, or that the same is 
in anywise defective, or that any proceeding to authorize the 
raising of any such moneys has not been had or is in anywise 
imperfect, and such certificate, statement, paper, record or 
proceeding .can then be corrected, supplied or had, such board 
may authorize and require such defects or omissions of pro
ceedings to be corrected, supplied or had. It may refer any 
or all such certificates, statements, papers, records and pro
ceedings to the prosecuting attorney, whose duty it shall be 
to examine the same and without delay report in writing his 
opinion to the board. It shall direct that such of the several 
amo~nts of money proposed to be raised for township, school, 
highway, drain and all other purposes as shall be authorized 
by law, be spread upon the assessment roll of the proper 
townships, wards and cities. Such action and direction shall 
be entered in full upon the records of the proceedings of the 
board, and shall be deemed final as to the levy and assess
ment of all such taxes,· except when there is a change made 
in the equalization of any county by the board of State tax 
commissioners upon appeal in the manner p'rovided by law. 

History:-C. L. '97, 3860 ;-Am. 1909, p. 690, Act 292, Elf, Sept. 1 ;-Am. I~I3, 
p. '04, Act 201, Elf. Aug. 1'. 

Annual session second Monday in. October; county clerk to publish notice 
three weeks.-2265 C. L. '15. Annna). session in October embraces all adjourn
·ments.-Hubbard v. Winsor, 15 M. 146. Clerk to record all proceedings.-
2267 C. L. '15. Final passage requires majority at all members elect.-2266 
C. L. '15. 

Date of certificate of board of review under Sec. 37 is immaterial.-Auditor 
General v. Ayer, 122 M. 136. 

COUNTY TAX INCLUDES: Not exceeding $1000 to bnild or repair roads 
or bridges, by two-thirds vote of board of supervisors.-Sec 9. Art. X, Canst.; 
227' C. L. '15, Sub. 15. Laying out highways and constructing bridges. Sec. 
11, Art. X, Canst. Erecting and repairing county bridges.-2243 C. L. '15, and 
State and territorial roads,-2288·2291 C. L. '15. Burial lots for soldiers.-
105' C. L. '15. Burial of soldiers.-Ad 242 of 1899. Soldiers' monuments.-
1066·8 C. L. 'IS. Conrthouse.-2251 C. L. '15. Judgments.-12972n C. L. '15. 
Repair of public buildings.-227o-1 C. L. '15. Publication of proceedings.-
2272 C. L. 'u. Purchase of real estate necessary for poor farm and public 
buildings; removal of county buildings within limit of county seat; erection 
of necessary public buildings, may not borrow or raise by tax more than $1.000 
in any year for constructing or repairing public buildings, highways, or bridges 
unless authorized by majority vote of electors; payment at loan made by 
board' witbin 15 years from date of loan; compensation tor services rendered 
for and claims allowed against connty; current expenses and necessary charges 
incident to or arising from tbe execution of lawful authority of board of super
visors within limitation prescribed by law.-227' C. L. '15, but the power to 
fix and determine the site of any building, to remove site at county buildings 
within. limits of county seat. to erect buildings, to abolish or revive distinction 
between township and connty poor. to make regulations for destruction of wild 
beasts and obnoxious weeds, to authorize townships by vote of electors to bor
row or raise money by tax in pvcess of $1,000 for roads and bridges, to deter
mine the relative proportion of the expense of roads and bridges between town
ships and to transact business of the county in cases where no other provision 
i. made requires two-thirds of all the members of the board.-2275 C. L. '15. 

Transportation and distribution of public docnments.-Sec. 82. Act " of 1899. 
Compensation of members of boards of supervisors.-2298 C. L. '15, 'and board 
of auditors. Wayne county.-2385 C. L. 'IS. Salary of stenographers.-14478 
e. s. C. L. '15. Salary of connty officers.-2514 C. L. '15, in Wayne.-2388 
C. L. '15. Compensation of county treasnrer.-2369 C. L. '15; of prosecuting 
attorney.-2411-18 C. L. '15; of county c1erk.-2'87 C. L. 'IS. Salary of probate 
jndges.-12281-45n C. L. '15; of probate register.-122'ln C. L. '15. Expenses 
of probate courts.-·122S4-S6n. 12242n C. L. '15. Salary of sheriffs, U. P. 2462-8 
C. L. 'IS. Insurance of county buildings 2870 C. L. '15. Assistance in criminal 
cllses.-2418 C. L. '15. Jail, et~. charges.-!525 C. L. 'IS. Damages and com
pensation awarded in condemnation of plank or toll road.-4287n C. L. '15. 
Books fOI" clerks' office and clerks' calendar.-2485 C. L. '15; for register of 
deeds.-2477 C. L. 'IS; and surveyors.-2484 C. L. '15. Connty clerks' books 
for soldiers' discharges, and fees for recording.-1074 e. s. C. L. '15. Seal for 
register of deeds.-2478 C. L. '15. Plats and field notes of survey of lands in 
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.... unly.-U.e C. I .. '15. Enrollment of militia.-864 C. L. '15. Weights and 
,,)eallluretl.--6tltn-'.n C. L. '15. Support of defectives.-5217 C. L. '15; and 
paupeorw.-5Z'. C. L. '15. Infectious diseases.-50S5 C. L. '15. Soldiers' relief 
fund.-Act tl4 of I~g.. Reotorinjf plats.-s367 C. L. '15. Building poor houses.-
5tlt C. L. '15. Support of rounly poor.-52B1 C. L. '15. !'ayment of judgment 
for £lama ..... loy moh.-Act !Sf of IHOD. 

The board of .npervlsorl haB no powt"r to allow the sheriW an annual salary 
in li~u of all f~. and 8 RHle of lanet to satisfy a lax made up in part, of such 
iIIt" .. al .alary i. ¥oid.-Hf'wltt v. White. 78 M. liD. Collins v. Rell, 127 M. 273. 

!'i.h .huleo In certain t'ountl .... -Acts 110 of 189:1 and 118 of IH95. Indebled
rlf'811 to Stnte.· tal: or honda for.~277 C. L. '15. Expenses of establishing lines 
and cornrrH. to IJto 1lJiUiIeM8f'd upon lunds heneftled.-24R8 C. L. '15. Expenses· of 
mine in~p("Ctinll. to be allsf's."ied in Reparate column.-5.'i02n-55I5r C. L. '15. 
Removal of (''OUllt)' lieut.-Sec. 8, Art. X. Const. Vote or county for loan or tax 
'or rt"monll uf ("ollnt)' 8t"ut.-22H3 C. L. 'IS. Wayne board of auditors shall 
rt'purt tf) tlilpervitiorfl amount of tux neceMary to be raised tor county purposes. 
-:341 C. I .. 'u. Counly r08d sY8Iem.-4SHn e .•. C. L. '15 . 

.. o' ... ~r uf board 01 liupervi80rs to fix compensation or adjust claims.-See 
s.-r. 10. Art. X. Con.1. 

""allure of boarri o( IilJpen'IHor8 to examine certificates, etc., is an irrcgll
Inrit)· at rnuHt, Bnd In the absen<-'e o( an affirmative showing of defect.<iI in taxeR 
or that .I .. fendant tas-puYE"r hall been denied a hearing', the validity at the 
lIu", will he pr~lIfned.-Auditor General v. Hill, 98 M. 826. . 

Ht'tpmlinatinn of board o( 8upervisorR must be reeorded In the records of 
the hoard and n1U~t be Ahmed by the chairman and the clerk.-2292 C. L. '15. 
~ .... I .. d or rdu"" I of mrmber. of the board to perform any duty required by 
h ... ·.-u .. C. I.. 'IS . 

. oI.pportlonmenl of Indebtedne •• of vacated villag ... if in two or more town-
IIhiplII.-,HIH C. 1... 'I'. • 

"1'0 rsiM~ monf'), hy tal( or loan" does not warrant resort to both methons 
at oneo lImeo to rniHe' an amount which both together would produce.-Loomis 
,-. RUlreon To"'n,,,hip. 5. M. U5. 

Buard 01 lIIupt"niMClrfl has no power uncler Sulm. 7 and 10, Sec. 2274 C. L. '15, 
In hurrm,' tt. .. • mnne)' ne('esHory to defray the current expem~el-'1 anel charges 
uf the ootlnl)', but the SlIme must be raised by taxation.-Supervisors v. Warren. 
e. M. 144. 

Mnnda,nuA refmwd to compel provbdon to be made by taxation to pay wur
rnnt" IlI.utad b)' bonrf' of Mupp.rvi~or. 10r county building purposes in pxcess 
uf .tlllutnry limit. when not 8ubmllted to vote.-Pack v. Supervilmrs o( Presque 
1.1 ... ae M. 177: ... e 8100 Callam v. SIla-inaw. 50 M. 7. As to manner of Bub
Inlttin. vote M'f' Thumn" v. Kent Circuit Judge. 116 .N. 106. 

Mnll(hwluill .rAnted to compel Rllpervisor8 to lipread IIpon roll Mum Jost hy 
StHt«- in r'Onlllequt,>m'" of (uilure of cotlnty treasurer to 8c('ount (or moneys re
(· .. Ivefl lit t, .. IIIHIf' rondueled by hirn.-Attorney General v. Supervisors St. 
(:I.lr en .. 10 M. S... . 

It ill rmllprlrnt for the honrd of 811pervilmrs to raiRe money for building hrirlgeA. 
nlMO fur thf' dPlliltnwtlon of Cannda thistlE'R and othE"r noxious weeds. the destruc
tion of ""hid, j,. proyidrd (or by law; and this may be regarded os a highway 
tllx.-Twet>,t v. ,., .. l('81', , M. 5;0. 

'"lIp p.,""t"r uf tS,(Htion Implit"fI apportionment and when that power haR heen 
p'(t"rt"iM"d rollrt" ,,"III not rlt."dllre it void unlefOs 8 flagrant invasion of privllte 
rhrhb t. deBrly rtemonlltrHted.-Sc.'hool Furniture Co. v, Grand Rapids, 92 M. 
~ft... Bt,"r.1 nut rrqllirrcl to clf'termine the amount of Slate lax to he raisf'd. 
I'ut .-imply to apportion theo State tax. referenC'e bf'lng had to the Auditor Gen
"ra)'111 f'f'rtIH.,,.te.-Hnffmnn Y. Lynhurn, 10' M. 40'. State and county taxes 
Are "'lw,lIy eli.lind In tht-ir objf'C't. deAtination and amount from the other taxeR; 
tI ... )' IIItanrt upon their o"'n ne<'eMity and have no 8uch natural or lel'al con
nediun ,,·ith Iht' ntht'rI "I to be necessarily in,'oll'ed in the lame tate.-PiIIsbury 
y. AudUor (;("0 .. r81. 141 M. 245. 

RUllr'" hllvil, •• txf'.1 1Ilf' amount to be rai(llled at 8 percentage on the nsseRsed 
valuation. Hold >ollrl. brlnl( jn.t •• certain 08 thongh c8Iculated.-Hubbard v. 
WI"oor. 15 )I. IU. But If amonnla are dellnitely IIxed by calculation no ques
tion nn t ... ralllf'd. 

The rt.-qlllr.menb thnt the board ot supervifilOrI Ihall 8AC'ertaln onel deter
",11M! tit,. amount to he raiflf"rt. etc .. and apportion omonfe' townships, etc .• and 
thnt their AMion .h,.11 beo entf'rM in (uJl upon the rN'OrdM. are mandalory.
fIo)'~p v. Stohrin,.. 86 M. 110. A. to action of hoard and record thereof see Boyce 
'" .-'ufIUnr "("neral. eo M. I". 

Boardl n( aUp("n-'"on h",'e no «eneral pn\\'E'r to eMtohltRh claims in favor o( 
lhe ('''Imti" •• »In.t townNhip •. -J'eople v. 'Wright. 10 M. I.'n. 

In .'., y. "'uod, 85 M. Ipn. ohjf'C'tinn being IUNde to the SAAeH8l11ent roll for 
"'ant (I atntutory ~rtifk'aleM. and it being elaimf'd that the BppE'RrlllWe o( 
the roll al"'Wffl that on~ or mure 1E"IIVE'8 hnd been d("tscherl, It "'8H held thllt a 
qUf'MtifJn of farl "·"M pretWnted ,,'hether the roll wu properly certified when de
Ih'"rrd to the aUPf'rvlllUr. 

Th .. hoarrl of ....... rvi ... ,. does not orlglnat .. township or school laxe •. -Robbln. 
,'. 8ftrron, .. M. 114. 

Th,.t '1It" boIar,' o( llIpe:rvl!'Oni Ht their annual m,.etln~ votE'd county taxes In 
n .,..... 'IIrn. Inlltf"lId of M'ttinl!f forth the i.1ems. will not Invalirlate 8 tax levy 
whtore It I. not .hll",n thllt Ihe 8mount le\'It-d Is unreasonahle or In. violntion o( 
I~ .. limltntion .. o( tbe act anthorizin« the lev)·.-WeRton Lumber CO. Y. Munhdng 
l .. ·p .. Ita M. 18 •. 

eOl:STY RO.\O SYSTEM: Act A!, La .... of 1907. prm·llI~. 'fur a(lopti .. " of 
('oontr Road S)·,dem. Board of tlirH memiwn. Tax not more than two ('01l8r~ 
un t"M('b Iho ...... nd of ,-alttQUon, t'S\'ept Where greater tax lUi" he-en speciaII i' 
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granted hy legislation: in Wayne, Kent alld Houghton a tax of twenty-five cents 
per thousand. Tax apifortioned_ by. board of supervisors at October session. 
Townships entitled to State award for roads approved by State highway com· 
missione.". ._ __. . 

AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES: . Asses..ment for.-782' C. L. '15. Assessment 
void if tax was ordered without receiving sworn certificate showing statutory 
amollnt raised .by the s""iety" Hall v. Kellogg, 16 M. 135: Hogelskamp v. 
Weeks, 87 M. 422. But <'{mnty tax will not be invalidated unless it i. con
clusively shown that amollnt therefor was included therein.-Boyce v. Auditor 
(;eneral, DO M. 814. As to presumption that certificate was present.-Silsbee vo 
Stockle, 4·1 M. 561. A. to manner of apportiomnent.-Harding v. Bader, 75 
M. 816. . 

HIGHWAY TAXES: The board of supervisors has no power to raise money 
in a county tax to be expended' generally. upon highways.-5age v. Auditor 
General, 72 M. 638. Highways and roads are by the c~mstitution put - under 
the control of the board of supervisors. not arbitrarily. but under legal re
strictions, and those restrictions have 'contjned them to State and territorial 
roads; and they can have no occasion to raise nloney for other roads. and they 
must exercise their own judgment in. expending sucb· moneys as they may )nw
fully raise. A resolution of a board of supervisors providing for raising money 
to be paid over to towns without any definition of purpose and to 'be -spent under 
direction of a town officer is held to be unauthorized and void.-Attorney Gen
eral v. Day Co. Supervisors, 84 M.- 46. A tax voted by the board of .supervi.ors 
to be included in the county tax to be distributed among and expended by the 
several supervisors for higbw8); purpo$es is illegal.-Gamble v. Auditor General, 
78 M. 302. . 

Board of supervisors may authorize township to raise 'lO~OOO by vote for 
building or repair Qf bridge. See Act 98, Laws of 1905, Sub. 15. 

SYNOPSIS OF DRAIN LAW: 4870-4960 _C. L. '15. Where benefits amI- assess
ments for drain laid in· one county extend to land~ in adjoining county. com
missioners of counties_ affected shan act jointly.-4874. Where drain runs 
through city appeal from assessment to be to common council.-4875. No 
drain tax spread until all records have been filed with county elerk.-4876. 
Petition 101' drain.-48So, Am. Ad 272 of 1899. Award. of damages to. be 
deducted from assessment of beneflts.-4S92. Order of determination shall 
include description of - lands to be assessed for benefits, said lands to con
stitute special asseSSlhent district: Notice of letting to be served on resi
clent owners and to <..-ontain description of lands. Review of assessment.-
4902. (l.m. Act 272 of 1890. Determination of period of collection.-4903. 
Parties /lssessed to be preferred in awarding contract.-4004: Am. Act 272 of 
1899. Commissioner to apportion per cent of benefits to township and to 
lnnds benefited, subject to review.-4906; Am. Act 272 of 1800. Appeal to pro
hate court.-4907, Am. Act 272 of 1899. Appointment of board of review-review 
of asses.sment-review upon certiorari.-4908. Am. Act 272 of 1899. Who may 
not act upon appeal.--4908n. Review-lands added to district-notice to· non
"esident owner-decision of board of review flnal.-4909, Am. Act 272 of 1899. 
Costs.-4010, Am. Act 272 of 1899. Assessment to be for beneftts-description of 
landS-4911. Assessment and collection 01> part-paid and state lands-report 
of asse.~ment npon stute lands to be mnde by supervi~or to Commissioner. of 
State .L/!nd Office and amount to be paid by Anditor General on certificate of 
ComnlIss!oner.-4912; but the sum of all drain taxes that may be assessed 
against any state IUllds. including all drain taxes heretofore paid by the state. 
shall not aggregate a slUn greater than 50 per cent of the price at which said 
Innds are he~d by the state. "Additional assessment not subject to review or 
appeal.-.1913. Acljoul'Jlment of. review~RppeRl by township.-49U, Am. Act 
272 of 1S99. Computation ofassessment._DI5, Am. Act 272 of IR90. Com
missioner to make.' specita) .assessment roll for: each township and city affected 
and shall certify thereon his determination as to time of payment-rolls to be 

. med in ornce of township or city clerk before last Wednesday in September.-
4916, Am. Act 272 of 1809. - Cler.k to certify to supervisol" amount to be 
nsses...;;ed-supervisors to lay statement before boant of supervisors at next annual 
meeting.--4917. Supervi~or to spread assessment when so directed by board.-
4918. Supervisor to give township treasurer n statement of the umonnt5; 
ussessed at large in the township nnd endorse upon special assessment roll in 
clerk's ornce the amount of benefits spread on his tax roll.-4019. Collection of 
d)'ain taxes under provisions of general tax htw-taxes a lien upon land.-4920. 
(Provision of sume seetion that' tax shall be a personal claim against owners is 
deemed to be invalid. See notes to section iii Compiled Laws of 1015.) Lands 
to be returned for delinquent tax as for other tnxes.-4921. Drain taxes col
l<'Cted to be accounted for' to county treasurer-may be. paid. to township or 
county treasurer with drain orders on same ,drain.-4928. Collection not to be 
enjoined.-4024-5. Proceedings for collection~926. Relaying or completion of 
drain-reassessment of beQ&6ts~allownnce upon ~ reassessment for sums pairl
provisions apply to drains laid under prior 18ws.-'927, Am. Act 272 of lAOO. 
Drain taxes charged back and reassessed._928. Suit for drain taxes.-4920-31. 
Drain tal< sllbject to be set aside for error in description or other defeds in roll 
to be reported by commissioner to board of supervisors at October session, who 
shall order reassessment upon proper description; Such report may be made at 
lillY tim~ befol'e the .sale of the lnnd for such tax:-4030, C. L .. '15. (When~ver 
Ihis is done after the land. are returned by township treasurer a I'eport of th" 
action taken should be at once certified to the Auditor General by county clerk.) 
Drains traversing 'more than OIre county-appointment of special commissioners 
-Bsses..'mlent apportioned.Jo counties and ("ertJfted to clerks--nsse~~lUent and col
lection as hereinbefore provided-:-I\SSe.~.sment for cleaning. straightening. deepen-
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Inl' .• 'Ittrnln. or ext~ndlng clrnins-provisions for assessment and collection same 
lUI for olhf'r drain taxt'1l.--tUIl-.t.. ,. 

County drain ('Omllli..,.ioner 8hall be a party in any action to set aside drain 
tUll.-Ali: ... of I .. elf. 

Act I'. I'llblic ActJi of I M99 providing that in- any suit brought to set aside 
any drain tnx. or In an)' "ray attacking the legality of any drain proceeding. 
lhe ("01l11ty drain (,,(Jlluni""liioner shall be made 8 party. requires the drain com
rnhutioner to he ",acie 8 party in pr{)('eedings to r«'Over a. drain tax paid under 
IJnltNt.-.f'.tHlkin Y. Rutterbush •• 47 M. 116. 

The r("purt of a ("uJJlmitt~ appointed to ·tabulate the report ot the town
lihip ("I,.rk tn the ("OUllt)' clerk of mone)'s voted to be raised in the several 
tuwnahip.t, I. not ~1Itt\cient to It-galize a drain tux spread upon the assessment 
roll without direction of the board of 8npen'isors. In this re~peet drain taxes 
Hppear to be on a different footing from other taxes.-Post v. Harris. 95 M. 821. 

A ,,'8rr.lOt fur the ("Oliaiion of druin taxes is fatally defective if the taxes 
nre nflt IIU lipread on the RMessment roll 38 to identify the several drains and 
the If'vy fur each.-Hunnln.e v. C,.lkirlR. 5. M. 5K6. 

,,'urth..-r WI to drRin taxes see Butler v. Supervisors of Saginaw Co .• 26 M. 22: 
"nrllAu«h v. Martin. ao .M. fa,,: DllwtWn v. l'ownRhip of Aurelius. "9 M. ·179; 
Rrn""ell v, (iratiut SupervilWJ1I. 40 M. 4.4; Clark v. Drain Commissioner. 
;'1 M. ftlO: Walhu'e Y. Sorter. 5t 1\1. 159: Whiteford Y. Probate Jud~e. 53 1\1. 130: 
Rh:hy v. (io .... 5, M. ,')51: "'rost v. Lentherman, 55 M. 33; Emerson v. Township 
uf "'otk.-r. 83 M. ''''1; H.lTker v. l'owllHhip of Vernon. 08 M. 516: Alger v. Slaght • 
• , M. 5.9: I.IJul"HY '. EaHtwood. 7Z M. 836: Taylor v. Township of Avon. 78 
M. 804: (:ook v .. " .. dltor· (i ... nerul. 70 M. 100 (on part paid); Mason v, New 
Uon"n 'fo""II"'hip. "1 M. ""5: Conle)' v. St. Clair SlIper\·iRors. M8 M. 245: Nugent 
\'. ":rh. ,·0 M. t7": Thummn v. Monroe Supervisors. 90 M. 3M2: Tile Com· 
""")' v. SII),cit"r. 8a M. U5: Bump \'. JeplKJn. )06 M. 641; Laubauch v. O'Meara. 
101 M. to: AI ... rU ,". BHrn.,... 109 1\1. 10: AlIl/leU v. Courtright, III 1\1, 228: Hilton 
'. UU"'I,III", 111M. UI: Smith v. Cllrluw. 114 M. 117: Brady v. Hayward. 114 
M, 128: Kllry Y. Bond. II. M. 441: Hillyer v. JOlle.field, 114 M, 6U: Roberts v. 
Smith. I.., M. 5: Smith v. Board or Supervison. ))5 M. 202: Thomas v. Walker 
"U"'hNhlp BURrel. 1111 M. 581: HOliser \'. Burhank. 11; M. 468: Lanning v. 
hlhnf'r. 117 M. St.: l'OMt v. HurriM. 05 M. III:!): Zink v. Supervisors. Mich. Man· 
dalU .... C,.lIfOtI ua7: UenderMOn ,'. Durlinrc. Mich. Mand. Cases 1839; Snyder v. 
Slm .. rvi4fJr •• Mkh. Mnnd. CaReS .. 40; Auketell v. Hayward. 119 M. 525: Jenny 
\. Townst.lp or ~hl~)". UI )1. 2t9. 

S~f' St'(', DU. ' 
Thi. drnin till( W.lII erront"Oul!1ly filprelul. alld being paid under protest the plain

tiff '''Ht ft rhrht to ,nle the trea~urer. to \\'hom it waA paid, for the same. Drain 
I It .. ·• (,h.p .•. Src-. 8. A ... lltor General y, eRlkln •. 186 1\1, I. which discredits the 
tlktllm In Smith v. CRrlnw. 114 M. fJ7.-Murphy v. Dobbin. 137 M. 565, 

Lancl. df'linqut"nt fur drain tllxe" mHY be bid oft' by the state in accordance with 
ttlf' pruvlJlinn8 of the tux h''''.-Kumlley v .. Griffio et ai, 13M M. 418. 

A .·hHnl'''' "' .. " nuule Bnd the ('Ontrtu't arlverti~ecl Rnd let in 8('Corciance with 
tltt" ('hnnlrt", H"lrl: Thllt the prm-eeciIrUC'R wflre not R,'oided by the slig'ht change 
Ittlul. In nt..f'ure uf prlMJf that nn)' one waM injured by the change.-Horn v. 
I,h'n."hm ('ullnt)· Sup~T\'h.n,... 135 M . .s511. 

"'here R Innfl o"'n(", h ... art",,1 nutice of the proceeding''' to restore 8 drain 
Hnd ha. walv("d IIny obJf'(·tion to tht' drain CJ'0M8inlf his land, if the line on the 
old I1rM' .. ,. followed. lind ",here' the "tstutory notic-e8 1une bE-en given, he 
(· •• nnni , ...... t.t thf' Mle of hill Innd for the non·pll),ment of the drain taxes.
,'IIIIi'or (i .. orr,,1 v, (·'flllf'. 15:! )1. ttl. 

t'ur ('u-hfk'Htion of l'rnll1 Law II~ Act aI6~--p. A.· 1923. 

1'1.:1'. :l111. (~oa:!) If UI'OIJ MlIl'h 1IJ1J1plll to the board of 
Io:tlltl' tliX l'IJmmiludmJl'I'M it iM dl,tt'I'miIlf'd hV"Raid hoard that 
tIll' 111'1'1'111 iM ~1'OIlJl("I'''MllIlIlllot '\"1'11 fOllndl'd. then the CORtil 
I1I1UIt· lind illl'lIrl'l'd h." tht' I'ollllty ~n lil·fl·nrlinj.t the Imme and 
ill th .. I'1'UI'I't'IIiIl~M thpI·(·nf. Mha" 1M' J1l1id hy th(' township 
whOMI' MIIIlf'r"ilUlr IJIl1d~ MIII'h npJlpal. If the alll'j.tntions set 
furth h~' the "llill "1JI'P1·,'h.or IIIllkin~MIII'h apvpnl 1I1't' deter
miJ ... d to 1M' w(·11 fUlIlld(·d. th!'n thl' Maid ('ollnty Mhall pay 
thp ('U"t" of tl ... "Ilid tnwuMhil' IIy it. I'xJI!'uderlill making and 
IH'OI«'('lItil1~ 1I1Iid 111'111'111. _ hllt in no ('I1Me Mhall more than 
"(·,'pnfy·fh'e dollar" l'OMtM h(· tllxl'd hy either side. The costs 
.. hllll III' tUf'd hy anlda\·it lrf'fore the county clerk in accord· 
IInl'l' with thp 1'1I1t'M of prllctil'enow ~overning l'irc'uit conrts 
11" to tllXlltiuD of 1'0st", ('oJliI'M of tht' Mllid hill of cost shall 
til' lIf'r\"ed uJlon thl' ('oollty trl'llMllrl'r hy the township and 
U)lOIl thl' SIJIII'r"i""r of the tllwJI"hip hy the county. If COMtM 
101' hlxl'll in fll\"Or .. r the ('tHinty and lIj.taill"t the towlIMhip. the 
I·Ullllt." tl'I'I1"III'l'r .ill tlf'rl'by alJthol'i;wd to take the amount of 
,,"i.1 ('UMtll ollt uf IIny fllndM dlJl' or that mlly bt'l'ome due said 
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GENERAL TAX LAW 

township, and transfer the same to the general fund of said 
county. If costs shall be taxed in favor of the township, the 
said county treasurer shall immediately pay over to the treas· 
urer of said township f.rom the general fund of said county, 
the amount of said taxed costs, and the township treasurer 
shall deposit the same to the credit of the contingent fund of 
said township. 

History:-Added 1913, p. 405, Act 201, Elf. Aug. 14. 
This amendment provides for an appeal by the supervisor of any township 

or city to· the board of state tax commissioners from the action of the board 
of supervisors in equalizing the valuation of the several assessment districts. 

This act was held valid by the Supreme Court. See Attorney General, ex rei. 
Barnes vs. Board of Supervisors of Midland County; 178 Mich. p. 518. 

SEC. 38. (4033) The clerk of. the board of supervisors 
shall, immediately after the said apportionment, make out 
two certificates showing the amounts anportioned to each 
township for State, county and the various township pur
poses, each tax being kept distinct, one of which he shall de
liver to the county treasurer, and the other to the supervisor 
of the proper township: Provided, That if said clerk fail to 
make such certificate the supervisor shall take official notice 
of all certificates, statements, papers and records in the office 
of the township and county clerk relating to the levy of taxes 
in his township, and of the action of the board of supervisors 
thereon. 

History:--C. L. '07, 3861. 
Supervisors can only assess such taxes as are properly certified to him unless 

evidenced by other official action and which the law makes it his duty to assess 
without c1erk's certificate.-Sage v. Auditor General, 72 M. 638. Mandamus will 
not be granted to compel a supervisor to spread upon his roll that portion of the 
county tax certified to him which, while purporting to have been voted for the 
purchase of a poor farm, is really to aid in securing a location for a tannery.
Cheboygan Supervisors v. Township of Mentor, 94 M. 386. 

See Sec. 36, 37. 99. 

TAXES HOW TO BE ASSESSED. 

SEC. 39. (4034) The supervisor of each township or ward, 
and the assessing officer of each city or village, as provided by 
law, shall proceed to assess the taxes apportioned to his town
ship, or assessment district, according and in proportion to 
the valuations entered by the board of review in the assess
ment roll of the township, ward, village or city of the year: 
Provided, That if the board of review make no such entry, 
then on the valuation therein as entered by the supervisor 
or assessor. For the purpose of avoiding fractions in com
putation, the assessor may-add to the amount of the several 
taxes to be raised not more than one per cent; said excess 
shall belong to the contingent fund of the township; such 
taxes shall be entered in separate columns, as follows: All 
school taxes and the one mill tax in one column, highway 
taxes in another, township taxes in another; county taxes in 
another, and the State taxes in another column j and if other 
taxes are at any time required to be raised, they shall be 
l'laced in separate columns. The total of all the taxes as
sessed against anyone valuation or parcel, of property shall 
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be added and carl'ied out ill tlU' laKt l:olumn upon the right 
hand side of 8uch roll. 

Hlotory:-C. L. '97. IM8!. 
The ... veral ta"" ... ....,.oed muot be denrly ,h .. Oned at Ihe head of the sev· 

('r.1 Mlumn. in ,,"lIkh they Rre entered. It is not snfHcieont that this designa
tion be Nuch that the a~f)r uncter"tands what the tax is; it must be 80 
wr'1tt~n at th~ he'8t1 of the roltlmn thHt any other person may understand what 
Ihe la. I. f .. r. In Tillot ..... n v. Wt'hber. 98 M. 144. il was held that where 
an AmOunt dlsr".ed 8trRiJud 8 deseription 8& htownship tax" can be aceounted 
for only by RH"umill~ that the general hi~hway tax is included, it is a violation 
o! the 18. Rnd rendf"nJ a tax deed for 8uch a tnx invalid. 

The Ilame parcel of Innd Rlay be in('luded in two or more 8sseSAment distriets "I hen it aPJH'an that the land may he benellted by the improvements in each 
dj.lrlct.-~o .. ·It'n v. CII), of Bt'nton Harbor el al .• 184 M. '01. 

Approval of board at HuperviHorN at 8SHessment to pay judgment against 
("It,. not nN'rMary. and failure or ("Ierk to certify to board ot supervisors can· 
not dett'''Jot 88*:"118ment. ,,'I.i('b 8hould be apportioned 08 are other taxes.-Shippy 
v. Maam, to M. U. 

SupervlflOr eannot lev)' tax ot his dhK"retion.-Lacey v. Davis. " M. 157. The 
failure of the aupen'iMJr to rdend the taxes upon " corrected assessment 
rull r«elved from the board at 8upen'fsors after equalization was held in 
St'rmour ". Pt'lrr., 87 M. '15. to be fatal to the validity of the taxes. For 
luter (,8H'8 8ftre Sec. '1. 
A~ .. e .. nnol alter or .. mt'nd Iht' roll. aR ct'rtifted hy the board of super· 

.. i .... ," in Hny portif'ular.--Clark v. Axford. 5 Mich. 190. Supervisor i8 not liable 
for ftfualntr to lIIake an a"!'I~~melit to pay a Judgment which WIUI .& nullit)', 
--Rrewf'r Y. Palmer. J. M. 106. In Wayne Connty Saviniit's Bank v. Snpervi80r, 
!\tirh, M!lmlllmni l'aReA u,!t. manrlamu8 issued to compel assessment to pay 
l",,'n .. hip bonrtlJ. Mandamus hnvinR' been granted to compel supervisor to 
nMf"M tn1U" to po,. bond. due, .(>("Ond writ "'iII not he granted to compel an 
......... mf"nt for the unf'Oliectf'ri portion until the sale of the Jands for delirl~ 
'Inent tau'" upon whkh .aid 88Rf'8Sment waa macle.-Wayne County Savings 
Bank v. Sup ... vi ...... '7 M. 030. In Altorne), General v. Finner. Mich. Man· 
«IlImul c,,~ 111M. mandamwJ "OHII Ifrantt"d to (.'ompel a. 8upervisor to assess State 
Rnd .... unl)' In .... a. Rpportlont'd. he having rerused to aet on the ground that 
the f'quBli&ation W88 inequitable. 

A tu I. Invalid If It app~ar. onl)' upon 8 roll to which It does not belonjf 
nnd Is omltl .... from 8 roll to which Ihe law aulhorlzlnjf It expressly asolgned 
It.-folk .. r'" v. I'ow ..... U M. !~8. Rt'pair of fences to he as ..... ed in separate 
".Iumn.-fzot C. L. 'J5. Agf'Mment of Judlflllent against township. village or 
city In .... rl"ln .......... -1297IHn C. L. '15. AM"""ment to pay Indebtedness of 
""(,Rtrd vlH".f'.-!NII7 C. 1,. ' • .5. AllfiWRMmenls for public' improvements under 
Arl 1ft of 1'.'.-II3DO C. L. '15. ProviHlon fhat taxes be In separate column Is 
mandatory.--Coolt"y un Tuxation 428. The statute requiring the one mill tax 
to be It.atf'd in the column of R£"hool taxes ill not merely directory, but man
dRlory.-{.·ft"" Y. IJt'nn. 1ft M. n. The one mill tox should be delermined by 
...-d "shlsHon and not b), t'quolized valuation.-Town.hip of Deerfteld v. 
Jls."..r. 115 M. 178. 

I'ladn. lhe rounly road In. In th" rolumn of eount)' taxes on the tax roll 
I,. a prOPf'r Ii"Un. of 8uC'h t"1("8 and it ill not nereR8ary that Intch taxes be 
Ii.tt'd 10 a ""PRrat .. rolumn.~;nrftt'ld Twp. v. A. B. Klise Lumber Co .. 219 M. II. 

H./d, thRt Ihe It'rm "board of revit'w." In lIt'Ction IU. applies to the local board 
or the StIlle boord. al clrt"tlm8tanNa.8 rf'quire, and. ",here the State board had 
("hanad the ,'slnatlon_, the tase. ahould be 81J8ftt,ed aecording to the valuations 
110 ("han«Nt. 

The opt nlon of tI... • .. .....,r Ihal Ihe arts of the board of State tn commls
_Ion~n In rhanKin. thfo ,:aluRtion In the RIJAeSSment roll were Irregular Rnd void 
did not f'X,'Uille him from ftMeMinK the blxt-ft u(~rdin.r to such changed valua
tionll, .In("f' thlP oplnlun of no oftker thRt the 8C'U of bill Ruperlor are void did 
nut .,1;("UW him from IlfUWMln« the tn'llf'1I 8t'C'Ordi",E' to 8u('h changed valuations. 
NliOC"fl tlW' opinion of "" Oml"E'r tiliit the actJJ or hi. superior are void does not 
, .. Ii .. ",- him fmm performllll("e or a .tatutory duty based on Bnch acts.-State 
'Iu Com ... v. Uulnn. 115 M. 12M. 

n ... qu ... tiun of rlll.ln. hljfhwo)' tUt'B muRl be .uhmllted to the .. I .... tor. at 
U .. towlUlhlp ntft'tl ... und .. r tftlJ-1n C. L. '15, and they intuit have neglectE'd 
.. nd ~fu_1 to act I",for .. Ih .... omml .. loner I. aulhorized to ad.-Tha)'er Lbr. 
l· ... Y. Iwp. of Sprln" .... II •. 111M. 12. 

An .. r an """"'mf'lIt roll had hf'.ron madE'. rf'vlf'wf'tl and rompleted, the luper
,'llIOr fraudulf"nU,. altf'rE'd UtI' voluatlon or eerta!n landll by reduchlK the \'aI1l8~ 
tion 11 ..... 1 by the buard of revl..... H.,d, thRt Ihe entire tax was vitiated by the 
fraud and Ih.. fraudulent tB. roll wao ...... lul .. l)' void.-Auditor General v. 
UUlrhitt. II' M. III. 

lin .. wl,,- land 10 Il-.t for Iwnt'lito In the con.ln ... tlon of a drain. who. 
with tull kno.I .... .,'e of lhe p ......... lin"". tak ... non .. of the olallllor), olePI' to deter. 
"dn. thf'lr validity. Mlnnot "ftf'rward. ....t up dt>fec,t8 in the proceedingw to 
~~[I~~ ~':"' "r.:~:::::~ ~:, t~~ 11:..~ea 8-.1 for Ihe construction of the draln.-

In tI ....... mputahun and .. xt .. nslon of th" ta.... Ihe .... eateRt ('or.. ohould be 
otlM'nM. l'tte t'O.nputaUon and pnt..,. In the MRe8Smf'nt roll or the amount 
to be I .. vlt'd on t' ..... h p ....... 1 .. f proPf'rty I. a Judicial dilly of a_n which 
('snoot be dt'I ...... led 10 Ihird ....... on. to be performed out of the presence of the 
a_ra or wilbollt 1I ... lr oU!Jt'n·j,don.-BI8t'k 00 1" •• 1"ill.,. 120. . 
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Any increase or diminution made by, the supervisors in the equalization 
must be shared 'alike by both realty and personalty, and a tax is void if the 
entire increase is distributed upon the realty, the ta" on the land being e"res
sive.-Sinclair v. Learned, 51 M. 385. It is not competent to put one rate upon 
real estate, another rate upon personal' property generally, and still another 
rate' upon certain kinds of corporate stock.-Black on Tax Titles 28. Where 
a sum of money has been lawfully voted to be raised by taxation for town
ship purposes, the failure of the board of supervisors to direct its levy would 
not invalidate the action of the supervisors in spreading it upon the rolls.
Upton v. Kennedy, 86 M. 215. 

There must be no more levied in the aggregate for any given tax than is 
authori.ed~ and the proportion charged against each parcel of. land or to 
each person to whom property is assessed. must be no more than such per
son or property can properly be charged with. The reason for holdi ng a tax sale 
void when the levy is excessive is that the sale is for the aggregate of all the 
taxes, so that the tllX title is based as much on what is illegal as upon what is 
lawful.-Silsbee v. Stockle, 44 M. 561. Excessive tax levies are held to invalidate 
a tax deed because they are unauthorized and that the 'officer has no jurisdiction 
to make them; and where such a levy is made upon taxable property contained in 
the whole roll the entire roll is invalidated. as where an excess of $3.01 of two 

. mill tax was levied upon the property of the township.-Boyce v. Sebring, 66 
M. 210. . 

Any material excess in the State, connty, or township tax and which are 
all blended in one column, will render the taxes in such column void.-Case 
v. Dean, 16 M. 12. Practically any excess is held to be material. An excess 
of $25.00 in a township tax legally assessed invalidates the sale of land upon 
which· any part of the excess was levied.-Rogers v. White, 68 M. 10. An 
excess· of 45 cts. in highway tax on a parcel of land renders the tax deed 
therefor void.-Seymour v. Peters, 67 M. 415. An excess of seven or eight 
cents respectively, against two parcels of land was held to render the tax 
deed therefor invalid so far as it was based upon the tax for the year in 
which such excess appears.-Tillotson v. Webber. 96 M. 144. Sale' is void 
where the tax is shown to be '"five or six cents" in excess of the amount 
authorized by law.-Burroughs v. Golf, 04 M. 464. An excess of highway tax 
over the statutory limit is sufficient to defeat a sale made for an aggregate 
of taxes of which it forms a part.-Silsbee v. Stockle, 44 M. 561. Where a 
school district record showed $180.00 voted by electors' and no record of in
crease by the district board and 1240.00 was levied by the supervisor, it was 
held that a tax title based thereon was void. 

The foregoing as to the effect of excessive assessment relates in many 'cases to 
the invalidating of sales or tax deeds. Under the present law owners have 
opportunity to have this excess eliminated by the court on the hearing upon 
petition for decree and cannot be heard to complain in this particular' after 
decree is entered: but it is none the less important that the excess should 
be studiously avoided and so prevent the necessity of and the loss incident to 
a contest over the taxes. 

The question as to whether there ·was fraud in making up the assessment roll 
was a proper one for the jury.-Mnskegon v. Boyce. 128 M. 535. 

Where property is destroyed by fire after the tax has been spread on the roll, 
the owner is not entitled to a rebate of the' tax in absence of action by proper 
authority remitting the same.--Case v. City of Detroit, 129 M. 928. 

After an assessment roll had been made. reviewed and completed, the super
yisor fraudulently altered the valuation of certain lands by reducing the valua
tion fixed by the board of review. Held, that the entire tax was vitiated by 
the fraud and the fraudulent tax roll was absolutely void.-Auditor General v. 
Hughitt. 182 M. 811. '. 

A tax-payer whose lands are I'eturned delinquent for a drain tax cannot attack 
the validity of tile tax' collatetally. The' only method of review is under Sec. 
4908 C. L. '15.-Auditor· General v. Bolt, 147 M. 288. 

Whether the amount assessed IS excessive or not cannot, be litigated after 
decree.-Muirhead· v. Sands. 111M. 487: Spaulding v. O'Connor, 119 M. 45: 
Church v Nester, 126 M. 547: Berkey v. Burchard. 119 M. 101-105: Cook v. 
Auditor General, 124 M. 480: Wilkin v. Keith, 121 M. 66: Hnll. v. Mann, liS 
M. 201: Sayers· v. O'Connor, 124 M. 256: Flint Land Co. v. Auditor General, 
188 M. 542. 

HIGHWAY TAXES: A highway tax is illegal if the manner of levy and 
collection prescribed by the statutes is' Dot followed.-Ryerson v. Laketon. 52 
1\1. 509. Unde)' 4650n and 4656n C. L. '15, a verified return of delinquent labor 
taxes by the overseer of highways is e~entia.l to confer jurisdiction upon 
the supervisor to spread the tax upon the township assessment roll.-Hamil
ton & Merryman Co, v. Township of L'Anse. 107 M. 419. A tax deed was held 
void where the taxes for which the sale was. made included highway taxes and 
the overseer of highways had not sworn to the returns of highway labor 
which he had made to the supervisor.-Hogelskamp v. Weeks. 87 M. 422. A 
township tax' levy for highways is properly added to the other highway taxes 

· .. on the assessment roll and not to the township tax.-Silsbee v. Stockle, 44 M. 
~61. A hillhway moaey tax when voted must be laid upon all property in 
the townshIp, including that in incorporated villages.-Ryerson v. Laketon. 52 
M 50D. Highway taxes are not necessarily illegal because for roads in con· 
templation but not laid out.-Sawyer-Goodman Co. v. Crystal Falls, 56 M. 597. 
The term "any city 01' school tax" includes highway taxes levied by the au
thority of the citY.-Alpena City Water Company v. City of Alpena, 130 M. 518. 

Town meeting must refuse or neglect to raise highway fund before town board 
can act, and the matter must have been brought to the attention of electors.
F. F. Lumber Co. v. Thompson Township, 189 M. 608.-Tillotson v. Webber, 96 
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\i. a.,: Auditor (,ruerlll v. Sparrow .• U. M. 57': I'errizo v. Stephenson Town
Idlip. It. M. 18i. 

Hoard. of fiu~n'iao" mar authorize to"'nship to raise 110.000 for repair o( 
rOltorl. or to build road... Ac.1' .... 1'05. 

/)K.'IS TAXES: A warrant for Ihe rollection of drain taxes is fatally de
fftih'eo jf tt~ tal:e8 are not 80 .pread on the 8MeS8ment roll as to identif)p 
the wn'fal drain. and the Ie",. tor each.-Dunning v. Calkins, 51 M. 556. 
Drain ta.t;><iI are 8t"parate fundll not to be ronfollnded with other or similar 
881M""1iN1mt"ntll.-\\'alhu'"t" v. Sortor. 52 M. 15'. Drain taxes 8S8e88ed at Jar" 
to t~ iR("lucied in rolumn ",ith geoDe-ra) towmthip or city tax: those laid upon 
land .. I)f'Jlf"ltted tn tie' lIPread in IlepHrate column headed with name of drain 
amd oppolilitr de'*"riptiofllJ .eparatel,.· "'ritten and rollowin« deHCriptions aaressed 
for otl ..... r taKt"Ii on .. aiel roIlJl.-'9IH C. L. '15, Supervisor's action in assessing 
drain la. i.. merel," "iiniMleoriHI; he hWi no authority to ("hanlre assessments. 
-LinclM)' '". ":alltw"ood, a M, laft. Supervisor Rnd township clerk cannot 
r .. fuMe to N"rtif)". ett' .. liS to drain tnx~. beeauMe'. in their opinion. the assess
It..-n'" "'OId.-l ')If' Invalid bentUIle of irregularity in the proceedin~.-Laubach 
Y. O·Meara. 18j \I. te, But in Su~ent v. Erb, gO M. 2.8, the court exercised 
it,. di .... rf'tion Ilnd refullf'{l mandaOlIlJl to require supervisor to Ruess a drain 
tax ,,'Mrf' it appear.-d that no le.at drRin could be laid out. 

"'bere ttN! hI,ard of auprrviflOfIiI in t.... exerdse of their lawful authority 
lunf' orll~rf'd an IUUIf'1IIiiffif'nt for the ronstruction of a drai n to be spread 
upon the rolili. a lIIulN"n"ill"r should not refuse to spread the tax because in hi ... 
'.plnion, tt~ prOl"f't"dinlfJl ,,'ere irrec-ular. and where he refulleS to perform his 
unit-ial duty manthuII"" will iMUf' to compel him to act:.-Sc.·holtz v. Smith. 118 
M ..... 

• 'raud In BMe*inc for benefltA. So lands ~Deftted by drains ean be omitted 
frum the ~nt~nt,-"'lIdlf'me,'er ,'. l>i('kin80n et al. 14' M. 250. 
A~m.-nt in proportion to brneflb. A tax for a sewer 888e88ment made on 

HI: UN! k.t. of a bl()('k, lit one pric-e. let a8ide 80 far as the rear tier of lou 
,,'all "fr'f't·tf'fi. ft!i tI .. JMC Int. were not beneftted by the sewer to the game extent 
.. - nth,.r lut.. the r ... ar tier of lot8 h8vin~ house clrninoffe to another sewer and 
ret"toivi"., IJe.nefit from 'he new Ae''''~r onl,' 80 far 8S the surface drainage W8!ii 
("(Hlt"rrnf"fi.-Auditor ( • .-nf'r"1 ". O·Seill .• 4. M ...... 
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~.;". -Ill, 1-10:1:;) Tb .. hlXt'M thUM allMeM!!!ed IIhall become at Taxes and 
oll('e II (!I·llt to thl' townMhip. ward 01' ('ity from the pel'MOns:o ~~aw:. ~. lien 
wlwlII tllI'Y al'l' IIMIII'MM(·d. and the amoulltM aSMess .. d on any m· 
h'I"'Mt ill 1' .. 111 "roil,·,'ty Mhall. Oil the first day in December, be· 
"filii" II li('11 U"OIl MUl'b I' .. a\ I'I'0p .. ,'ty, alld the HI'II for such 
11IlHllllltJ'. and ffll' all intl'l'l'Mt alld (')lal'gl'M t\lI'l'e011, Mball con· 
tillu(' until 1lllYIIII'nt tb(','eof, .\lId all 1'I'I'IIollai taxes shall 
IIIMII lit' II lil'n Oil 1111 ill'l'Monal pl'opel'ty of sucb persons so 
1I!<"''MM('d from IIl1d artl'l' the first day of Dect'mhel' ill each 
,'·1'111'. IIl1d Mhall tllk(' 1'1'1"'('d(,IH'(, of any Male, aMMignmellt 01' Precedence 
,·hattt'l n\f)l't~a~l'. !I.,.y or other 1i1'1I, 011 such )I('rMonal prop· of tax'lIen, 
"rty. (,XI'('ut('d 01' madl' aftt'r Mllid fil'Mt day of Dt'('emhel', ex~ 
('('pt ,,'111'1'1' MllI'b pI'OJl('l'ty iM actually Mnld in tb(' I'('gulal' 
"ourMt' ,,( tl'ad('. 

!.~!~~~:i:~"!:· ~:7. ":17~"h" it .. 8uper\'IHOr. rollect a peJ'80na. tax due which 
II... I'~".ur... ..... failprl 10 coll • .-I. Th. ri"ht of action conferred by Ihl • 
...... luR lili In""-J)f'IUIf'nt of that df'riYM from Section. 55 and 50. providing for 
tiM" 1."11,11 ..... 100 of _u("h d("IiOl,lIeont tAKe'll by the trelumrer of the township upon 
.·"rrAnt IlIUllifti by t'fmnty ' .... ""ure-r.-DanKOr v. Smith Tran8portBtion Co •• II! 
M. 001. SlIlM'nloor w prooeclll. in name of people, etc._110 C. L. '15. A 
I'iun''''plilily ma,' inlltitute .... it to f'nfort'e the payment of taxes which Bre 

:~~i'f'r!.:!~t;t,. ':.!~te t!Ur.8~f '::~I!:. th:do:'~!~h O~)~h~e:'~:~;a;o:a~:~dt°ta~II~~: 
WI: UIL~tan.Urlllr • mi,d"k. _ft_ madt" tn the name of the penon to whom it Willi 
n __ I.--{.:iI,· of Mpnomln .... y. S. K. Martin Lumber Co., 111M. 101. 

In action for linn ftflMt"'llllf'fl Rnlnllt IWr80nst property It llil not nec'etIfUlry 
10 _how dill......... upon the part of town_hip trea_"rer If It appears thot 
I" .... w~r .... ut .... 1I .. ·tetl.-To..-n.hlp of /)eerlleld Y. H"rper, 115 M. 878. See 
(urtl ... ,. tor rulin .. In .utlll for taKE'S. 

I'rioril,· of mort ...... lipn 0 .... ' tao lipn on prnoonalty. The lien for taxes I. 
nuJ .upt'rtUI' to lit"n. f'"l:illtinc wlt .. n the taw: lien take. el'ecl.--Luckln, v. Ball8n~ 
Irn •• lal M. s.,. See !\~krr v. Howry, I" M. IU. 

T...... not • rh.,.... upon IN" .... n or land prior to December. when for the 
n .. 1 time thp opportllnil,· I. 0 ... ""'" or the duly .ri_ to pay them.-Har· 
rll· ... m y. HillulI'd. 21 M. 111. Drain taIee a lien .. 800n u beneftts are 
IOppo,tlunffl.-l.Inrl ... , Y. Ea.twood, 71 M. 188. A lien for city tues In .,Itles 
"'\'~raed by _'Ial rharter I. lIud by onrh .,harter.-Eaton y, Cheoebrough, 
M' M. 'It. !.it'n fur I .... 8!18t'tOOed In rilles ,", .... rned by Act tJ5 of 181S I. a. 
pn,,·ld .. d in Ihi ...... tlon. Whet .... r lI .. n for Yilla".. (rorporatlon) tases ...... ""'1 
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Assessor to 
foot roll. 

Duties of 
township 
clerk. 
City and 
village clerks 
to report 
municipal 
taxes. 

County elerk 
to report to 
Auditor Gen
eral. 

GENERAL TAX LAW 

under Act 8 of 1895 attaches when lands are returned to county treasurer 
after the expiry' of warrant.-2743 C. L. '15-<1r not until December 1st, Quere. 

In. construing timber contract containing provision as to payment of taxes 
assessed: Held, that the mere listing of lands for purpose of taxation is not 
a compl~ted assessment and that notice of release after listing in April and 
before the October meeting of the board of supervisors and the ascertainment 
of, the amount to be assessed relieved vendee from payment of taxes there
after as.essed for said year upon said lands.-Rothchild v. Begale. 105 ,M. 888. 
. Purchasers at a void tax sale acquire no lien for amount paid for deed or 
for subsequent taxes in the absence of' a statute transferring the State's lien.
Croskery v. Busch, 11 G M. 288. Where land sold under claim of good title free 
from all incumbrances was burdened with tax lien, buyer can recover difference 
between value of premises with such a title and their worth with the title he 
received.-Stockham· v. Cheney. 62 M. 10. 

lt is held in this state, as between vendor and vendee that taxes unpaid when 
title passes. which have become a lien upon the land are encumbrances.-White 
et a!. v. Gibson et a!.. 146 M. 547. Jacobs v. Union Trust Co., 155 M. 233. 

Purchaser of bank stock prior to Decembel' 1 takes it free' from any lien for 
taxes.-St. John ,National Bank v. Township of Bingham. 118 M. 203. 

Chattel mortgage does not transfer the legal title to the mortgagee but alfords 
a security merely.-Wineman, v: Electrical Mfg. Co .• 118 M. 636. 

Since taxes assessed against personal property hecome a debt to the township 
in which they are assessed and are enforceable only by such township in a suit 
at law, the township is not entitled to refuse to paydver the State and county's 
portion of taxes assessed against personal property, though delinquent and un
paid.-City of Muskegon v. Muskegon County. 123 M. 272. 

The time when t/le lien will attach muSt, be determined by the terms of the 
statute.-Frederick Raynsford v. Theodore I. Phelps. 43 M. 842. 

Tuxes become a lien December 1st and not before.-Attorney General Repdrt 
1893, p. 180. 

A city may maintain assumpsit to collect personal taxes from the real owner. 
though the treasurer could not. because they were assessed in the name of a 
different person.-City of Menominee v. S. K. Martin Lumber Co., 119 M. 201. 

Suit cannot be brought by supervisor during tbe time the tax roll is in the 
hands of the town treasurer to collect the tax.-Decatur v. Copley. 138 M. 546. 
, Assessments on land cannot be made a personal claim in the absence of 
statutory provisions.-City of Grand Rapids v. L. S. & M. S. Ry., 180 M. 288. 

uTaxes thus asessed shall become at once a debt to the township, ward, or 
city from the persons to whom they are assessed," does not make a ward tax 
a. debt due to t!.e ward; such tax is a debt due to the city for wbicb only tbe 
c.ty can sue.-C.ty of St. Joseph v. Vail, 137 M. 276. 

Under tbe Detroit city cbarter tbe lien for taxes on personal property takes 
effect _ as soon as tbe amount of tbe tax is determined.-Crawford v. Koch, 
169 M. 872. . 

SEC. 41. (4036) Before the supervispr or assessing offi
cer shall deliver such roll to the township treasurer or city 
eollector he shall carefully foot the several columns of valu
ation and taxes, and make a detailed statement thereof, which 
he shall give the clerk of his township or city, and said clerk 
shall immediately charge the amount of taxes to the township 
treasurer or city collector. The clerk of each city and incor
porated village shall report to the clerk of their respective 
counties all taxes levied in their respective cities or villages, 
and not included in the general tax levy, on or before the first 
day of October in each year. The county clerk shall, within 
thirty days after the close of the annual session of the board 
of supervisors in October in each year, forward to the Auditor 
General, to be filed in his office, a statement' showing the 
aggregate valuation of all property as assessed in such assess
ing precinct within the county during the current year. He 
shall include in such statement a detail of all taxes to be 
raised in the county for such year; also the amount of taxes 
not included in the general tax levy, reported to him by the 
several city and village clerks as above provided. 

History :-C. L. '97. 8864 :-Am. 1890. p. 422. Act 262. Elf. Sept. 28. 
Township is not estopped by settlement of townsbip board with treasurer 

from recovering nny balanee in bis bands and not included in such settle
ment; as when nn excess bas been levied and collected and treasurer had only 
been eharged with amount stated in supervisor's warrant.-Boardman v. Flagg. 
70 M. 872. 
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THE TAX ROLL. 

Su.·. 42. (-iO~7' The supen'iRor .shall thereupon prepare ~~~:~vi~';:-r.to 
It copy of the saId aHSI'SSment roll, wIth the taxes assessed as rant to tax 
hereinbefore provided, and annex thereto a warrant signed roll. 

hy him, commanding the township or city treasurer to collect 
thp several sums mentioned in the last column of such roll 
and to retain in his hands the amount receivable by law into 
the township treasury for the purposes therein specified, and TOWllship 

to pay m'er to the county treasurer the amounts which shall ~e:so~:{ to 

have been collected for State and county purposes up to and Stat~ a~:xes 
including the tenth day of January next following, within coun y • 

three days thereafter, and the remainder of the amounts 
therein IIpecified for said purposes, and account in full for all 
moneys receh'ed on or before the first day of March next fol-
lowing; and the said warrant shall authorize and command 
the treasurer, in case any person named in the assessment roll 
shall nl'glect or refuse to pay his tax, to levy the same by Distress and 
dill tress and sale of the goods and chattels of such person. sale .. 

The Impervisor may .make a new roll and warrant in case of Lost roll. 

the loss of the one originally given to the township treasurer; 
the copy of the roll with the warrant annexed shall be known Tax roll. 

a8 "The tax roll." 

lIIotory :~. L. '07. 8KG' :-.~m. 1"97, p. 894. Act 261, Eft'. Auit'. 80. 
""hlPn mil hal rome to nsseMor trom board of snperviAors properly eerti

fI.d he lu,. no right Dnlps. from defect which renders the whole roll void 
to r~'UM! to make out the lax roll and attnch his 'Warrnnt thereto. He is 
,,.qulred tn IIIIUle warrant In «enrral torm, and ('Rnnat notice or except inrti
yiduRI "_.-CIRrk Y. Axford. 5 M. 182. Supervisor without any action by 
f'1f'C'ton or town .. hip board has no authority to add amounts for township 
t"xpf'n"f'tI. and tas RO levird I. void. and may void entire township roll when 
Dot di.llnI'III.hahl .. from valid part.-Lacey v. Davi •• , M. "0. 

A o"I"'nloor ....... ullllll" 8 tnx Warrl\Dt i. held to a knowledge of any lIIel'al
It)' monlfeot on ti,. fa.,. of the warrnnt.-Atwell v. Zeluft'. 26 M. II R. But 
"h.re ,., ... are eertlRed to him in It-.. al form. he performs only R ministerial 
dllty In _,)fend'n .. th.m upon the roll and affixing his warrant. and in KHeh 
rllMe ("Rnnni he held IInhle.-Wall v. Trumbull. 18 M. 228. New warrant doeR 
not dc-tract from prott"<'Uve 'or~ of the pro{·eMM.-Bird v. Perkins, 83 M. 2M .. 
• ·urther •• tu "'lIrront, lee Tweed v. Melt-alf, " M. 579; Wisner v. Davenport. 
S M. 501. 

Th. tal( mil I. not Rftrnl •• ihle In evidence to .. how defedive certlftration 
or a_PMlnPut roll. lUI (,t"rti,kntt-a r~llIired to 8HIllt"HHment roll 8re no part of 
18. roll and not '''''Iuire'' to he copied Ihereon.-lIecock v. \tan Duesen. 80 M. i.'.. Sre 01 ... R~I .. iDI' v. Lo"'b. 81 M. 118. 

See S .. ,.. U. 87 and D8. 

AEC. 43. (403~) The supervisor of each township, on or Notice of 

hI-fore the fifth day of November in ellch year, shall notify !.~~~y8~~xes 
the townllhip treallurer of the amount of the State and county . 
taxes lUI apportioned to his township, and such treasurer, on 
or b('fore the t\\"enty-ei~hth day of November, IIhall ~ive to 
t he county treaMurer a bond runnin~ to the county in double Town trea.
the amount of State and county taxes, with sufficient sureties, urer·. bond. 

to be apprm'ed by tbe supert"isor of the township and the 
couoty treallurer, conditinned that he will pay over to the 
county tr .. allur .. r, as required by law, all State aod county 
taX .. 8 which he shall ('ulle"t during his term of office and duly 
null faithfully pl-rform all the otht'r duties of his office. The 
('otlllty treaHUr(-r "hull fll,' lind Ha(,·ly ke('p such hond in his 
nffi,"', and Hhall gh'e to the towllHhip trea"urer a recei},t stat-
ing that he has rec('in'd t he bond required, which rec('ipt th .. 
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deliver tax 
roll; 
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GENERAL TAX LAW 

to'wnship treasurer shall deliver to the supervisor, on or be
fore the first day of December. The supervisor, after the de
livery of such receipt, and on 01' before the first day of De
cember, shall deliver to the township treasurer the tax roll 
of his township. 

History:-C. L. '9i, 3666:-Am. 1903, p U, Act 28, Eft'. Sept. 17: Am. 1911. p. 
253, Act 156, Eft'. An~. I. 

The provision of this section, requiring the supervisors to deliver the tax roll 
to the treasurers o,! or before the first day of December, is directory and should 
not be permitted to shut oft' the remedy by appeal in Section 34, where the 
~ppeal was seasonably taken.-Barnes v. Board of Snpervisors of Wayne Co .. 
194 M. 540. 

Township treasurer shall receive all moneys belonging to township.-2133 
C. L, '15. Shall give bond.-2IB4 C. L. '15. Shall keep true account.-2135 C. L. 
'15. Io'urther as to bond Of township treasurer.-213i-43 C. L. '15. Bond by 
surety compan)'.-9219 e. s. C. L. '15. Sureties to justify.-19S-197 C. L. '15. 
Action on bond.-12353n e. s. C. L. '15. Private suits on official bond.-12353n 
C. L. '15. 'fownship. treasurer should be a party to his own official bond.
Johnston v. Kimball Township, 39 M. 18i. Sureties upon township treasurer's 
hand for his second term who were hot upon his bond for his first term, are not 
liable 'Cor the default of their principal during his first term.-Paw Paw v. Eggle
ston, 25 M. 30. Sureties upon a city or· county treasurer's bond are not liable 
ill an action thereon for moneys not collected nor -for monel's lawfully ac
counted for.-Berrien Co. Treasurer v. Bunbury, 45 M. 79. Filling vacancy in 
office of township trellsurer.-210R C. L. '15. . 

As to liability of sureties on official _ ,bonds and action thereon see Stevenson 
,'. Bay City, 26 M. 44: Detroit v. Weber, 26 M. 2ft4: 29 M. 24: Perley v. County 
of Muskegon, 82 M. 132: Johnston v. Kimball 'fownship, 39 M. 18i: Detroit 
,'. Houghton, 42 M. 459: Rice v. Sidney Township, 44 M. 37; Berrien Countv 
Treasurer v. Bunbury, 45 M. 79: Marquette County v. Ward. 50 M. li4: 
1'ownship v. Kirsten, 72 M. 1; Village of Evart v. Postal, 86 M. 325; Town~ 
ship of Crystal Lake v. Hill. 109 M. 246; Cheboygan County v. Erratt, 110 M. 
156: Village of Allegan v. Chaddock, 119 M. 688: MontmoreDcy Co. v. Putnam. 
122 M. 581. . 

A township trea.'urer in the collection of the county tax is the agent of 
the county, and the county has a right of action upon his bond for money 
so collected and not accounted for, but no right of action against tbe town
ship for its recovery.-Hart 'fownship v. Oceana Co., 44 M. 417. A treasurer 
who has received state and col!nty taxes is required to pay the sums received 
over to the county treasurer in the absence of legal protest from the tax
payers and cannot retain it on his claim that the collection was illegal or irregular. 
-Berrien County Treasurer Y •. Bnnbury, 45 M. 79. 

The certificate of equalization by the chairman of the boarel of supervisors 
is hO part of the assessment roll and need not be copied into the tax roll. 
-Boyce v. Sebring, 66 M. 210. The tax roll must be an 8C<"urate copy of the 

"assessment roll without addition Of deduction. Public policy will not permit 
of any tampering with the assessment roll after it is equalized and completed 
and certified as required by law and no description can be added or valuation 
be Increased.-Weston v. Monroe, 84 M. 841. The power of the supervisor over 
the collection (tax) roll terminates when in regular conrse it has passed into 
the hands of the treasurer for collection; and any act of his thereafter in 
altering the roll is not an official one, but private and personal. Where 
snpervisor after roll has been delivered to the treasurer drew n pen across 
the figures therein and inserted other figures in lieu thereof. 'held that a 
Rt."izure of chattels to satisfy the amount set opposite a tax-payer's name. 
which bad been thus changed is not justifiable; and it is immaterial that by the 
change the 811l0unt \Joas made less instead of greater. It is essential that 
the. coll""tioll (tax) roll and the original (assessment roll) on file in the 
supervisor's office -should rorrespond; and no lawful change CUll be made in 
the former unless ~sanctioned by the stnte of the latter. or so 8S to cause a 
substantial variance between the two.-Ferton v. Feller, 33 M. 199. Supervisol's 
eannot bring their work. to a successful completion until they have affixed to 
the tax roll a good and sufficient warrant. An unsigned and undated warrant 
is invalid.-Westbrook. v. Miller, 64 M. 129. 

. During successive years there have been _ man)" changes in the -form of warrant 
. issued to supervisors and other as...:;essors. and for this reason no form of war
mnt should be used except that last issued by the auditor general or a form in 
fnll ilccord therewith. . . 

Collector is not responsible be),ond the 811l0unt of taxes actually received by 
him for the moneys called for by a tax roll to which no warrant 'is attached 
empowering him to enforce pa}"ment. He must have in his hands the statutory 
trlesns for collection before "he can be in default for not collecting.-Weimer v. 
Bnnbnry, 30 III. 201. Time for delivery of warrant is directory.-Cooley on Tnx
ntion 428. 

SEC. 43a. That whenever any township. city 01' county 
tre~sure1' does not receive' the tax roll within the time speci

. tied uuder the provisions of section forty-three of this act I!;\" 
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1'l'aSfJll of allY dl'lay ('auHl'd hy 1111 appeal to the board of State 
tax commiKKionl'l'1I 11K pro\'idl'd by act number two hundred 
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lin 1', Puh!ic Aetll of ninl'tl't'n hundrl'd thirteen, such treasurer TreMurt'r 
"hall recl'h'e taxell appl'1l1'ing 1111 IIU(,~ roll with the addi~ional i~=!!.rfe:i~~e 
('harge of 0111' pl'r ('ent for 11 ('olll'ctwn fel' for the perIOd of per cent, 
thirty days aftl'l' the I'l'cl'ipt of the tax roll, except in coun-
til·H. citil'H or towlIHhipH wlll'l'e lIome IIpecilll pro\'ision is made 
hy law fm' a ('OIlI·(,tilln f(·1' thp trl'aNllrer shall comply 
wit h HIWh Hpl'cial PI'O\'iHioIlH during Haid thit'ty-day period, 
On all taxI's unpllid at tllP ('xpirlltion of Raid thirty-day pel'iod 
lIP Hhall add Cour 1'1'1' (,l'lIt, alld on or before the expiration Fee four 
of Hixty days from the receipt of said tax roll by Haid town- "er cent. 
"hip or l'ity tr('IlHUI'er bt· Hhall make a rehll'lI to the county 
tl'l'aHllr('r of tilt' Illl('olll'l'ted taxeR ass('lIsed 011 real lInd per-
sonal (lI'IIIII'I'ty IlH prm'ided lIy Hel'tiClII fifty-five of this Ilct, 

llI.tury: -A<I<I .. d br Ad I of IUI7. Elf. Aug. 10. 
SOTP..-SE-C,tlon taa f'xtl"nd8 the time fnr the ('ollediun of taxes by the local 

trpfUmren In C,·Ullf'H ,,·here they do not re«.'eh'e the tax roll within the time pr~ 
,-ified hy aft'Uon U. 

~.;('. ·U, IlO:tU) 011 1'1'I'l'i\'ing l>I1eh tax roll, the towllship Township 
t""aHUl'{'r or other ('olll'('tor Hhllll proceed to collpct Ruch taxes. ~~r:.,~re[..!~. 
The towlIHhip treallllr('r !'ball remllin in his offiee at Rome con-
\' .. nit·nt (lla('(' in hiH towlIHhip, \'iIlage OJ' city on e,'el'Y Friday 
in thl' Dlllnth ofn('('('mht'I' tbel'l'aftel'. from nille o'cloek a, m, 
to fin' lI'doek p, m. to I'('('('he hlXpN: . i'l'ol'idrd, 1lOwel'er, That Proviso, 
Iw Hhull I,,,(,t'in~ tIlX('H upon allY week duy when they may be week days. 
off(·I'I·d. and on 1111 HlllnM \'oluntarily paid lwfore the tenth day 
of .Janllllry of the HII('('('('ding y(·al'. he Hhall add one per cent C.ollection 
(01' ('ollection feeH, I1nd upon all taxes paid on or lifter said fees. 
tl'nth dllY of .Janllary he Rhall add four pel' ('ent. In town-
!!hip .. wh,'rl' thl' hIX('H IIMHeMHl'd and le\'ied amount to fifty 
t1wlIHllnd dollln'lI and lIpwlll'dN the townsltip tremmrer Rball 
r"{'I'h'l' in !i('U of f,'eH, II Malllry of not leMR than six hundred Salary in lieu 
,lollllrH 111'1' ,-ellr. Haid Halary to hI' fixed by the township of fees: 
IUll1rd. (Iayahle from the contingent fund of the township 'IlS 
(ollm\'ll: One·hlllf o( Mllid IIlIm on the tpnth day of Jallllary. When pay
lind the hall1IU'e of Maid RIII11 at the til11e the delinquent tax able. 
rollM ore retllrnl'd ell('h Y('OI', A II feell colle('ted by the tOWII- DlsD08ition 
Hhip trl'l1HurE'r in tm\'nHhipH wlwre the taxeH aSReHNed and of fees. 
1.·\·j(·11 111l101lnt to flft.\' thollHHnd dollarR 01' mOrt'. IIhaH. bl' 
('rl·dit .. d to the ('onting('nt fund of the townMhil', The Miliary What salary 
110 paid Hhlll\ ('",'1'1' the l11ukinJ,t out of the delinqlwnt tax rolls to l'Ov~r. 
I1H \\'el\ 1111 tIl(' ('IIII"c,tion of taxeM, whl'n tht' hOlld of Haid tl'eas-
111'1'1'. IIH pr""idl'd in H,,(,tion forty-thr( .... IIhall he flll'nished by 
II HlIrl·ty l'Ol11pan,\'. the ('OHt of Maid bond Hhl111 he Jlllid by the Co.t of surety 
tm\'llllhip frul11 the ('(llltinJ,t('lIt fund of Haid townllhil), In caNe bond. 
the to\\'n!!hip trC'IlHUrl'r l11a,v hI' apJlreht'nMi\'e of the IOHIl of any :n!:e:tiOn 

1'1'1'''011111 tl1X IIHII('!!MC'd 111'1111 IliM roll, h .. may pro(,t'I'd to enforce taxes. 
itH ('oIl('c,t ion lit any tinll'; IlIId if ('OI11II1·II.ed to st'ize (lropprty or 
!Iring Hllit in H,'('.'mIN'r. nillY IIdd fOlll' per ('ent for collection ' 
(('1'H. nud wllI'n taxt'!! 111'1' al'HpHlled on propt'rty oC('llpied by Liability of 
"'nant or tt'nl1ntH Jlayinll I'l'ntal t1wrt'for. and he iH aSReSHet) t .. nant. 
Il~ 11e('upant II( ,,"id prl'l11iHI'H. thp Maid tennnt 01' tenants Rhall 
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be liable fol' the taxes assessed on said property after the time 
said tax roll is delivered to the township treasurer or other 
collecting officer for the year, but not for more of the same 
than the amount of the rental may be while said tax roll is 
in his hands and which becomes due to the owner during such 
period, and maybe collected in the same manner as provided 
for collecting the same from persons owning and occupying 
their ow;n property; and said collecting officer shall notify all 
such persons occupying rented property, or so far as he may 
know of the same, all soon as the tax roll is delivered to him, 
by written notice, and shall note said notice and the date 
thereof against the description of said property on the roll: 
Provided, That the provisions of this act as to amended salary 
of township treasurers in lieu of fees, shall not apply to town
ship treasurers whose salaries are now fixed by any local or 
special act, in effect at the time of the taking effect of this act. 

HIstory:-C. L. '97. 3867: Am. 1915. p. 319, Act 187. Eff. Aug. 24. 
Duty of women endowed with land to pay taxes thereon.-Rea v. Rea, 68 M. 

268. ,Discharge of insolvent debtor does not discharge taxes.-14465r C. L. 'IS. 
The claim for personal tax stands no better or other chance against the estate 
of an insolvent than the claim of an individual.-Lyon v. Receiver of Taxes, 
52 M. 276. Trustee to whom conveyance has been made of stock of goods. 
book accounts, etc.. and who agrees to pay creditors as· moneys are received, 
held to have properly paid taxes upon the stock of goods.-Tanner v. Page, 
106 M. 155. Collection of taxes against bridge company.-8745 C. L. 'IS. 

Where lands are occupied anel assessed to owner or occupant it becomes a 
duty which the person assessed owes to the State to make payment.-Black
wood v. Van Vliet. 30 M. )]8. Tenant is abundantly protected by being allowed 
to pay the taxes and set them off against his rent. But may not, as against 
!\'round rental. off·set taxes levied on property tenant has himself added to 
the realty.-Williams v. Towl, 65 M. 204. See Sub. 11, Sec. 8. Taxes paid 
in advance of the time payment can be enforced are voluntary payment..;, and 
cannot be recovered without statutory permission.-Cox v. Welcher, 68 M. 263. 

Collector has no right to receive in payment of tax a draft of his creditor 
upon himself. Taxes are due not to him. but to the public. and claims against 
'him are not a legal tender for or off-set against taxes.-Elliott v. Miller, 8 M. 
132. Treasurer has no authority to receive note in payment o( taxes and 
township will not be bouud thereby. but collection of the tax may be en
forced at any time durin!\' life of treasurer's warrant. Turnbull v. Townsbip 
of Alpena, 74 M, 621.. While treasurer may not accept note in payment' of 
taxes he violates no public trust if he makes a loan of his private funds 
and applies the loan in payment of the borrower's taxes.-Hatch v. Reid, 112 
M. 430. Not competent for township treasurer to receive sawlogs in payment 
of taxes and bind ,the township by so doing.-People v. Seeley. Jl7 M. 268. If 
he .receives anything except what the Jaw authorizes bim to receive and receipts 
for the taxes he mllst make good the amount.-Jones v. Wright. 84 M. 871. 

Whenever any check or hank draft shall be tendered in payment of any debt. 
taxes or other obli~ation due to the state or to any municipality therein. such 
eheck or draft shall operate as a payment made on the date said check or 
draft was received and accepted by the receiving officer" if it shall be paid on 
presentation without deduction for exchange or cost of collection: Provided, 
however, tbat no receiving officer shall be required to receive in payment of any 
debt, taxes or other obligation collectable or receivable by him any tender other 
than gold or silver coin of the United States. United States treasury notes. 
gold certificates. silver certificates or national bank notes.-277 C. L. '15. Am. 
Act 288, 1899. Draft or check should be presented for payment within a reason
able time. No delay is reasonable beyond that which may ,be fairly required 
in the ordinary course of business without special inconvenience to the holder. 
or by the special circumstances of the case.-Phenix Insurance Co. v. Gray. 13 
M. 191: Moore v. Auditor General, 122 M. 599; City of Sault Ste. Marie v. Hotten. 
171 M. 265. See Sec. 277 C. L. '15: Bd. of Supervisors of Chippewa Co. v. 
Bennett, 185 M. 544. 

The law imposes upon a life tenant and his grantees the duty of paying the 
taxes on the land.-J elfers v. Sydnam, 129 M. 440. ' 

County and township treasurers required to pay into state and county tress-
~:~~e:' r:~ei!~t.~;~: c~aL ~~'s. the same description of funds which they shall 

, This dmin tax wa. erroneously spread. and being paid under protest the 
plaintiff had a right to sue the treasurer. to whom it was paid. for the same. 
Drain Law. Chapter 6, Sec. 6. and Auditor General v. Calkin •• 136 M. 1. whit-h 
discredits the dictum in Smith ,'. Carlow. JI' M. 70.-Mm·phy v. Dobben, 187 
M. 565. . -

INJUNCTION TO RESTRAIN WASTE: When any person, company or cor
poration shall neglect or refuse to pay any tax assessed on the lands of ~uch 
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........... rompan)· or .... rporatioo ,.·itbin tbe tione specified by law. the town· 

.rup tft'&8Urer shall be entitled to an injunction to restrain waste on any 
of oucb Iaods upon wbich the taU's .ball remain unpaid wben it sball appear 
th.t ....,b land. are "bielly -.aluable for tbe timber beio~. staodin.r or .rrow· 
inc therlfOD. And any circuit judft or cif'C'1lit court commissioner of the county 
in wbk-b .ucb lahdl are situatM may. on the application of sucb township 
lreuurera make ao ordt>r restrainin« any person from committin« waste thereon. t," C. L. ·U. .'ct applies 001)· to .·i1d lands and treasurer is made a~nt 
01 the State to romDle'r~ suit, .·hkb cannot be done until the expiration of 
the tl_ ....... il\ed b)' law for the payment of tbe taxes.-Caldwell v. Ward . 
.. M. II. But a bill may be IIled upon ref ...... 1 of pa) .... ent at any time after 
the tall ..... tan be lawfully d .. maDded eYen before return of tax roll; but tbe 
r~'u .. 1 mUlit ba,'e ~n po8ith"e and unequivocal to pay the whole or some 
part of the tas.-Cald.· .. 11 v. War<t. 88 M. '78. Sot intended that tbe impera
t" .. malldate of the otatute ohould be ddeated by aftidavit tbat tax could be 
('Olircted by oIher p""""'" or tbat o,.·n .. r did not Intend to commit waste witbin 
"''''0 .... riod or tbat 'f he ohoul<t ent timber intended to tbere would be enough 
,.Iue lett to pa,.· tbe laS-ell. "'here ltnnl8hip tal[ A..one claimed ill~al there 
nln be no hardship in iOJunction. 88 this tax caD be paid under protest and 
rlll'hta PrHrn-if'd tlwl'e'by.-Ro..-nlan v .. "dam.tJ. II M. fit. Cutting of timber not 
for pUrp'M8 of hU8bandr)' and in drnial of ri~hts of complainant in bill filed 
to 'Mrain rommiMioD of waste on thr land constitutes waste and is sufftcient 
In 1 .... 1f in tbe a_ ..... of denial to justify the inferente that defendant is liable 
tu rontinu~ to ron, mit .. ute and to authorize injuoclion.-Webster v. Peel, t; 
M . • t.. In ko-..maD v. Adams. !tIic.-h. Mandamus Cases. 807. writ was granted 
to t'Ompeol circuit rourt commi8l!iioner to vant injunction. 

See Sen. 100. 117. . 

'17 

SEC. (la. (lOlO) The provisions of this act relating to Referendum 
the salary of the township treasurer shall not apply in any ~~:~Iary. 
township in this State until adopted by the electors of said 
township in the manner herein prm'ided: Upon petition of Petition. 
lIot If'sS than 1h·e per Cf'nt of the resident electors of any 
to\1l"nship, addressed to the townsbip board, it sball be the 
duty of Baid board to submit tbe question of tbe adoption of Submi .. ion. 
the pro"isionB of tbis act in said townsbip, at the first general 
or special election held aftf'r tbe receipt of said petition. All c::::,ass of 
,'otea on tbe question sball be taken, counted and canvassed v . 
in tbe BaDle manner as ,'otf'S cast for candidates at said elec· 
tion in aaid townsbip. The ,·ote upon the proposition of 
adopting tbis act sball be by ballot which shall be in substan-
tially the follo"ing form: 

"Vote on tbe proposition of adopting tbe provisions of an Ballot. 
act placing tbe to,,·nship treasurer of tbis townsbip upon a 
Klliary in lieu of fees. 

Make a cross in tbe appropriate square below. 
To adopt the prm·itcions of said act-Yes ( ) 
To adopt the prO\·isions of said act-No ( )" 
Such ballots sball be furnished by the township board and How ballots 

IIhall be df'pOMit .. d in ballot boxea pro"ided for that purpose. furnished. 
If a majority of the .. lectors ,·oting upon Buch proposition 
shall vote in fal'or of the adoption of that portion of tbis act 
,,·bich "'ould place the trealmrt'r thereof upon a salary basis 
then that portion of tbis a{·t shall be in full force and etTect WheD In 
and nllt other,,·iMe within Bucb townsbip. force. 

HiIIorJ :-Added II". p. It •• Ad 187. E •• AUC. 16. 

SEC. ,:;. (jOn) All taxes sball be colll.'Cted by the several ColiettioD to 

to"'nship and city treallurf'1"lI or collectors, before tbe first day ~o:~ 
IIf lIarch, in t'acb yt'ar. 

IIIl110ry :-C. L. ·'T. u.w. 
Su .... ......s.. p ..... loioII of Sub. I!. Set. !tT' C. L. ·u. for estenoion nf time tor 

rolirtlloh. 
The " .• y.... <ODnty t ...... urn mll_ ... te and <ODnly ta""" ---.I In the 

dtJ 01 Detroit. lnoI ... d of the dty t ............. -Aet 178, Local Aeta of 1871. 
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Township and city trea..~urers or collectors have no authority to collect taxes 
after the expiration ,of their warrants, and receipts given by them for taxes 
thereafter cannot be considered 8S evidence of payment. 

There is no provision for the collection of a real property tax by 8uit after 
the expiration of the warrant.-Op. Att'y Gen'l, 1903, p. 97. 

SEC. 46. (4042) For the purpose of collecting the taxes 
remaining unpaid on the tenth day of January, the said treas
urer shall, thereafter during that month, call personally upon 
each person liable to pay such taxes, if a resident of such 
*ownship, or at his usual place of residence or business there
in, and demand payment of the taxes charged against him. 
If such person is not a resident of the township, but resides 
within the county; 'or an adjoining county, and his residence 
is known to the treasurer, he shall make such demand either 
personally or by mail. In cases of companies or corporations 
demand may be made at the principal or other office of such 
company 01' corporation, or by mail directed to such corpora
'tion or company, or its principal officer ,at its usual place of 
lmsiness. In cities, where some special provision is made for 
demand or collection of taxes, the collector or treasurer shall 
("omply with such special provision, otherwise be bound by 
the provisions of tl]is act. If demand is sent by mail, the 
amount of the tax shal~ be stated and the place and time 
where and when it may he paid'. He shall Il:ive a receipt for 
every tax paid, and shall pntpr in ink the fact of payment, 
and the date tllPreof upon his tax roll. In case of taxes as
sessed lIP on the shares of the capital stock of imy bank he 
shall ~all upon the cashier of such bank and dpmand payment 
therpof, and thereupon it shall be the duty of such cashier to 
pay the same, and charge the amount so paid against the 
shares of ' stock so taxed. 

History:-C. ,l... '97, 3869., 
Demand by mail, proof of.-Clark v. Adams, 88 M. 159. Question of demand 

under this section and of collection from personal property are foreclosed by 
decree.-Hughes v. Jordan, liS M. 27; Hooker v. Bond, liS M. 255; Shell'erly 
v. Auditor General, 120 M. 155. 

Collector's receipt for taxes is an official paper and evidence of the pay
ment of the tax 'm suits between -third parties.-Johnstone v. Scott, 11 M. 232. 
Stub receillt books are public records.-Burton v. Tuite, 78 M. 863; 80 M. 218. 
The lawful 'acts of, a de facto tax collector as such are valid whether he was 
strictly (ntitled to;the tax roll or not.-Stockle v. Silsbee, 41 M. 615. The pay
ment of taxes may be proved by parol. Although the receipt may be used as 
l>rimary evidence this, does not preclude other proof.-Hammond v. Hannin, 
21 M. RH. , ' 
., The tax collector is T,lot obliged to take payment of a given tax in installments. 
-Sayres v. O'Connor, 124 M. 256. 

Where a cit)' charter ,provides for the collection Gf personar taxes by pro
CESS from the receiver Of taxes .and by- levy upon personal property, an action 
by the city tor such taxes will not lie except as specially provided tor.-De
troit ,v. Jepp, 52 M. 45R. Legislature shall restrict power of taxation of cities 
and .villages.-Sec. 18, Art. XV, Const. , 

A new eity ,charter, which repealed the old eharter except the provisions 
relating' to schools which are expressly kept in force, is not invaJid as failing 
to provide for levy. collection and return of school taxes in conformity with 
the general laws of the state.-Kopczynski v. Schriver, 194 M. 553. 

It is the duty of an executor to pay the taxes upon real estate of the decedent 
in bis possession pending the settlement of the estate; Rnd where available 
f,lndo are insufficient he may obtain from probate court authority to raise 
inoneyc by mortgaginl\' the property.-Long v. Landman, 118 M. 174. Taxes 
levied on mining 0,1" manufacturing companies whose charters have expired shall 
be paid out of the assets by, the receiver.-18576n C. L. '15. 

As. between vendor and purchaser under a warranty deed the obligation Is 
I,pon the vendee to pay the taxes for the current year where the conveyance 
'" as -prior to December 1st. and upon the vendor when it was subsequent.
Harrington v. Hilliard, 27 M. 271. Where grantee voluntarily pays taxes whicb. 

'were a lien upon, land when he received his deed and brings suit on covenant 
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,.,,3in.t ineumhrBnet'8. «rantor may show 88 a complete defense the invalidity 
or Ihe lox.-lIalrour v. Whitman. NO M. 202. 

". hf're trIt"814Urf'r re<"t!'h'ee from tas-payer worthless highway orders in part 
PO) Inent. rec.:e-iptinl the tSKes and returning them as paid, the taxes 8re 
thE'reby paid. and any luit brought for the amount of the order must be a 
pri"nle rontrO\"erM)' between the treasurer and the party who paid them to him. 
--Stah:")' \'. Culmnhu8. 16 M. 114. 

Seoltht"r ran the petitiullf'r takt' advant&«e of the fact. it it were a tael. that 
the tuwlI",hip treaMurer ("OlIld lUl\'e colleded the taxes ont of personal property 
,,-Ullin the tu\\·uNhip.-Seah.·, v. Church. 121 M. 81: Citinlt Muirhead v. Sands. 
III M. t07; .\lIdilor ( ... n .. r81 v. Sparrow. 116 M. 5H; Ball , .. Ridge Copper Co., 
II" ~I. 7; Berkey v. 8u,,·hftrd, 118 M. 101. 

Till" authorit), u' th~ tu,,'nMhip tr~wlUrer under this section is exclusive during 
thl! pt"rioc1 lil.t"d b)' tht!' .. tatute, nnd ~lIit cannot "be instituted by the supervisor. 
whil~ the tn). ,,'arrant ilf in the hands of the towriship.treasurer.-Twp. of Decatur 
\, C 'uplt",'. UI M. 5t8. 

The IItalement u' It tm"lJIIlhip treasurer on which a le\'Y is made for the 
otnlJunt .. , a pf'rMfmol lJIx. iii lmffident if the fair import of the statement 
"'-lrati"t."II thl' pr~Il('e of other perMOmti propert)· in the township. Godkin v. 
(·urIiM. 1f6 \1. .sUj. 

\'()J.I·STARl· I'A\·MEST: Where any person shall voluntarily and with
(:111 prutt"l'It puy to lhe oftlcer demanding the flame and having process for 
the (·olll,,(·tlnn thrreot, IIny sum purporting by such process to be payable 
h,' .1I1(·h prrJlOn for llixe. RIMe-tIMed by "irtue of any law 01 this State, neither 
the oftkf'r fi() ('01If'(11111f nnr the officer who issued prO<'ess nor tbe officer who 
mAde- tilt"" .. ",.t"JliJlll1rnt .. Iutll In ("Jf1sequenee of Rueh payment be liable in any 
udiun 011 o''("Otwt of IlIlY df'fect of in\'alldity in the law under which the pro
t ~f"din ... orf' hHd, or of an), defect or irregularities in the said proceedings 
ur In _tid. WllrrHllt or prOl·f'88.-4IUd C. L. '15. Acquiescence In an assess
In .. nt IItHI pH,'ItIe-nt of thf' tax Pdtops the taxpRyer from afterwords complain· 
Ilia.: of 1t.-\\'nttiMt \'. "'flpeer. '0 M. O:U. A purchaser frolll one whose land 
'nhl hf'f'n IrreKIIIHrl)' H,.,. ... lolI4t"d iR nol ohlhl'e-d to pay the tax on R("COunt of his 
\"I"udllr nur ill Ill" Pf'llMJllull), IiRbie to Meilure of iliA goods for failure to pay; 
11111 if II.. pH".. ,,'Ithont mnkh,. known hill objections to the proper auditing 
h~ ... I)' ttt-rure tilt" amolliit hec.-onlf'8 a lien on the land. the payment must be 
('uulIlidt"r'"fl \'nluntllry.-Loutle-n \", RRst Snginaw. 4. M. IN, See also Attorney 
(;l"nt'~"1 \. 8I1rr .. lI. ". M. 14. 'fRXf'8 8ul)Mf'qllently paid by the holder of a void 
IH),. tltlt" nrf' ... )Innh,ry plt)·mt'nl.M and ('OlUtot be rK'Ol'ered from the owner of the 
Innrlll . ........(.·ru .. kl"ry Y. nUIiW,'h, 118 M, tHH. 

Tllxf''' paill In ",I1'IU)('" of the- time' payment ean be enfor~ed are voluntary 
PH) Int"nh hnd ('unoot he rf'("(I\'("rrd ,,'Ithout Rtatutory permiMion.-Cox v, Welcher. 
"". M, 2H:I. 

'·")"",l"lIt twfllrf' nft'u't"r hos Ruthorlty to enforce collet"tion Is voluntary,
...... nlt., ... h Iron L'u. \'. Crr!ibtl FHlla. flO M. 78. Money "oluntaril" paid in the 
reHllcuuahle twllpf thRt it i" rlue and nfter inl'estiglttion or the opportunity 
thf'r~nf, Hnd ,,"lthout frnlltl on the p"rt of the recipient cunnot be recovered 
UOI plthl IImlt'r lfIiMnppr~hf'lUdon.-"·hl'"eler \'. HathawRY. 5M M. 77. 

IIH)'menl i. ,'uhm".,), lind thf'J"'e'fore not recovenble. where the owners of the 
p,ftPf'rty "PPf'Hrt"d lit 8 tnx lilt Ie. and "dthont prote~t took PRrt therein. Rnd bid 
,.ft" II,. prnprrl,·.-U. M. l.o"d III Sons l.br. Co. v. Vienna Twp., 120. M. 8M2. 

I'IVfll.l'STAkY l'Al·~IJo:ST: Puymenl 10 a public olllcer In compliance with 
R demAnd .. ,,'nrnpRnit"d hy " threHt of ImmediAte and actual enforcement la in 
t'O IIf'n~ • ,'ullin""" ph,'IIIf'nt: and ",he'n the cillim 18 unlawful and made under 
rulnr fir 'nlft, .. nn al'liun Iit'1ll for ibl rerovery,-I"~irst Nation"l Bank of Sturgis 
\. "',,tkin_. 11 M. 'H~. ,\<"linn fur mortf')' had Hnd recel"verl ",ill lie against the 
dty to r"",we, monf'), InvoluntHrlly paid upon' an lIIetrRI HMeMrnent where the 
dty hn. failed h,' the l"eKtll .. rity of it .. pr~tlin~ to obtai.n any JOrisdiction 
u\'("r the .uhj{l("f mattf'r of th" RMf'Mmpnt. l'A)'ment mode' upon an illegal 
ftOl,....,. ....... nt und .. r tllrf'HI of hnm"cllHte llleizllre and tIIInle of the ptoperty" to satisfy 
tlK' .lIme I. not voluntAry.-Sh-kodf'nuul v. City ot EftAt SRginn",. 25 M, 458"~ 
1''')'OI(I'lit nuule on thp df'lIutnd of an Dlft"f'r IIlIdf'r It"KRI pr{)("ess i8 not Yoluntary 
"ltI .. m,h mHdp hPfurf' Hn)" I .. ,,)'. .-\ part)' III not bound to await an arrest or sel .. 
urr, hut mltn,' BJIIIIUmf' tllllt the om,',.r ,,·tli exec'ut~ the proc.'eM on whi .. h he made 
dtOmnnrl,-to'ifllt ~"ttiunlll Plink nf Stur.i .. v. Watkinll, 21 M. '"3. See also'" 
~Idit"tt v. (""mpll .. n. 27 M. tUi. So prote!'fi i .. n('l('f'JIJiutry in .lIeh caMe to Rl1thor-
1,.- ,.,. " ... Unn tn r(lll("f.Vf'r hm'k the lOoney iIIeglilly demanded: but "'here payment 
I~ mN"''' .-jtho1l1 pn,t .. t PO Inl .. rf'llllt 1'110 be- claimf'd until after demAnd or auit. 
-.~hH·1I f, klufl'. 21 M. 11M. I'Hympnt of II perwmlll tRX under proteMt and to ,,,ui,. Iht:' ht"uI"IIiRtt" IIM'llur. of .-.ttla I. not H "olnotRry payment land auit can 
h." brmt .. ht ","II ... t Ih .. '"f.)lf'C.'b.., tn rf'('()Vrr It "'hlle It ia In hi8" hand8.--L),on v. 
h ..... · .. lvrr uf 1"HXt""fll. 52 M. til. l'hf' attt'mpt to rompf'1 payment when there ia no 
It· .. al hl.rdt"n I. rf'.ardf"d All II 1",,"1 InJul)'. lind pR),ment made to avoid the seil
II", Rnd .,.Ie of pnlpt"rt)' to Pll)' tht" ,,·nm.,r .. 1 ("ItAim ("an be recovered lUI an 
t"" tnrt .... ' filum fur ,,'hh'h there .'8" 110 oonMicieration.-Spef"ifte protettt ia not re
.;ui, ... 1 ·",'h .. re plI,'In"nt I .. Involunt,.ry Rnd mutle under leila I dureM.--Cox v. 
\\·t"lc"llt"r. fiM M. 281. I>emftnd of pa)'mf'nt by an oft\l.-er having a warrant in. 
u.h.... .0 hnpll ... IIUon that pft,"mf'nt will he enfol'{"fll if not mHrle. and the 
ullti"lrltl ... du 'Hlt ""lllirf' an .. "'tutl If'vy or proof that a levy {"Ould be made 
t.n tM ... ,h'e pnlp"'rt,'. If the party ),ielela to the' I"Kal. nlf'n8(-e it (-Rnnot be pre-
tnlm ... ) in favor of thf' f'xactor of pA)'ment that he c."Ould have' found nothing 
tn It'v,. on nr thAt tlwN ,,'''II no fUeali. of f'nfon-ement.-Babcock v. Township 
lit O""'"f'r CrHk. '4 M. 001 . 
. 'Iwre I. no di.Unrllon hel ....... n lhe I"rmo "yolunlarll, paid under prolesl'· 

.rrd "PHld lindt" rI .. reM of lev)''' .'hrn the tenn. are used with reference to jn~ 
,olunl"l')· paYOIenl or t ....... -{lo .. kln v. Doyle Town.hlp, ... M. 280. 
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GENERAL TAX LAW 

The principle of im'oluntary payment of taxes does not permit the recovery 
of a valid tax. paid by the tax-payer. which he is in duty bound to pay, merely 
becallse of an irregularity in the method of collection.-Godkin v. Doyle Town· 
ship, 143 M. 236. 

The statute authorizing payment of taxes under protest does not. apply to 
drain taxes.-Williams v. Merritt, 152 M. 62l. 

See also notes under Sees. 53 and 58, voluntary payments. 
An action by a township for delinquent personal taxes of a corporation will 

not lie against the trustee of the corporation where the tax is assessed in the 
name of the corporation.-Homer Township v. Smith, Trllstee, 141 M. 586. 

As between mortgagees, payment of tuxes to protect the several interests 
could not be considered a voluntary payment, as it inllres to the benefit of 
the first mortgagee.-Noeker v. Howry, 119 M. 626; Giff v. Howry, 119 M. 680. 

The taxes were a claim paramollnt to both mortgages. They are by law 
made a lien IIpon lhe land and either mortgagee might protect his mortgage by 
paying them, and by doing so wOllld sllcceed to the lien npon the land which 
would take precedence over both mortgages.,Noeker v. Howry, 119 Mich. 629. 

PAYMENT BY CASHIER: Mandamus will not lie to compel bank cashier 
to pay taxes assessed against stockholders, the remedy provided by the act for 
the collection of sllch taxes being clear -and specific~Eyke v. Lange, 90 M. 592; 
104 M. 26. Section imposes npon bank cashier an official and not a personal 
cluty. Upon demand it is dllty of bank to pay the tax, and if performance mllst 
be enforced by law, sllit shollld be brollght against bank and not' against cashier. 
-Muskegon v. Lange, 104 M. 19. Where personal property is sold or mort
gaged for its filII value before personal taxes thereon become a lien thereon 
the tax cannot be collecled of the purchaser or mortgagee. In case of bank stock 
collection cannot he made of the bank as it could not reimburse itself against 
the stock, which was not, after the sale, the property of the person assessed 
ancl liable for the tax. SlIit to enjOin collection from bank not necessary as the 
fnrts can be interposetJ. as a. defense in any action to collect of the bank.
St .. Johns Nntional Bank -v. Bingham Township,,. 1l'3 M. 203. 

See Sec. 53. 
The legislature has authority to empower the township treasurer to receive all 

JIIoneys belonging to the township ancl to take the necessary steps to obtain the 
same.-Stambaugh Twp. v. Iron Co., 153 M. 104. 

SEC. 47. (4043) Hany person,-firm or corporation shall 
neglect or refuse to pay any tax assessed to him or them, the 
township or city treasurer, as the case may be, shall collect 
the same by seizing the personal property of such person, firm. 
or corporation, to an amount sufficient to pay such tax, fees 
and charges for subsequent sale, wherever the same may be 
found in the State, and from which seizure no property shall 
be exempt. He may sell the property seized to an amount 
sufficient to pay the taxes and all charges, in the place where 
·sp.ized, or in the township or city of which he is treasurer, at 
imblic auction, on giving public notice of the same at least 
five days previous to the sale, by posting written or printed 
notices in three public places in the township, village or city 
where the sale is to be made, which sale may be adjourned 
from time to time if he shall deem the same necessary; and in 
ease property shall' be seized and advertised as herein 
directed, during the life of the warrant, the sale may take 
place at any time within six days after the expiration thereof. 
If it becomes necessary to sell personal property which brings 
more than the amount· of taxes and charges, the balance 
shall be returned to the person, firm or corporation from 
whose ,possession the property was taken, except as herein
after provided. If the property so distrained cannot be sold 
for want'of bidders, and in such cases only, the treasurer shall 
return a statement of the fact, and such tax shall be returned 
as unpaid. The township treasurer, if otherwise unable to 
collect a tax on personal property, may sue the person, firm 
or corporation to whom it is assessed, in the name of the 
township, village or city, and garnishee any debtor or debtors 
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of luch person, firm or corporation. The tax roll shall be TlI;x roll 

prima facie evidence of the debt sought to be recovered: ~r~;~r.' 
Provided, That when any person having possession of the Proviso. 
perlonal property of any other person, firm or corporation 
IIhall be aSllessed for such property and shall be obliged to 
(lay the taxes thereon, such person, firm or corporation so 
paying the taxel!, may recov~r of the person, firm or corpora-
tion for wholle benefit the taxes were paid, the money so paid, 
with the interest thereon, in an action of assumpsit: Pro- Levy tor 
dded further, That in case where levy is made, as hereinbefore f:~~ on 

provided, for taxes assessed upon land, the levy shall be re- Conditions 
h'ased if, within ten days after it is made, the persons having of release. 

the title to said land shall deliv('r to the Commissioner of the 
I-Hate Land Office a deed conveying the land to the State as to 
an individual, free from all mortgages or liens whatsoever, 
and in such case the taxes thereon shall be returned as in the 
('use of other taxes unpaid upon lands, and the Auditor Gen-
('ral IIhall charge back to the county all local taxes on said 
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lund and shall cancel the Stat~ tax(,11 thereon; and in case Land deeded 
lund is 110 deeded to the State it shall thereafter be subject to State. 

to all the provisions of law governing lands deeded to the 
State by the Auditor General under the provisions of section 
one hundred twenty-lleven of act two hundred six of eighteen 
11IIndred ninety-three as amended: Provided further, That in Expense. how 
('alle the land is deeded to the State as herein provided the paid. 

Board of State Auditors shall audit and allow the actual ex-
P(,III1eS of the township treasurer incurred in making the levy 
on said land and compensation therefor at two dollars per 
day, the account therefor to be certified by the Commissioner 
nf the State Land Ornce, and the amount thereof shall be paid 
(.nt of the general fund of the State. 

HI.to..,.:-Am. I"". p. 521. Act t2l. Imd. Err. May 31;-C. L. '97. 3870;-Am. 
l.e9. p. ,as. Act 115. Err. S~pt. n. 

l ... vJ' on eropo.-IU70n C. I .. '15; oale of.-URB3n C. L. '15. Levy on .har~s.
UNrl-5n. C. L. '15. See I'e,,"""ry v. O. II< L. S. I.on Co .• 17 M. 141. Sale of 
Jt'.lohabl .... -UH7In C. 1.. '15. R~I.tlng officer.-14f19' C. L. '15. A. to the appli
, ... 1100 of 11855n C. t .. '15. to a lev)' on property upon which there I. a chattel 
'"ort...... 10 yl .. w of Ihe provlslun of Ihl. _'lIon that no property shall be 
(,!lrmpt rrom w'lure tor tftx8-qllf're. 

I.ny .... nlKJt he mati" arter ,rtnrn day.-Blalr v. Compton. 88 M. 424. Whe,e 
bin'''' .,e ~ 88 non-IHhlent ("or ownt"1 unknown") rollector has no 
"ulhorlt, to If'v), upon an)' propert)· to IUttiAf)' 8 bu: AO RAAf'~Rf'ti.-Tweed v. 
!\If''''slf. , M. 511. An onlcer·. rele""" of B levy discharges it.-Weber v. 
lI .. n,y ... M. .... A I.-vy elf .. .-t .. d by rommltllnlf B trespus. I. bad.-Bailey v. 
Wrt.hl. II M. ••. The _·e. of Ihe to,,·n.hip treasnr .. r to collect the taxe. 
or to .ue tllf'r",'nr III ("onftnll'd to the time the warrant is in forct".-Putnam v. 
lownohlp of "'Ife Lab. 45 M; 125. A It',.y upon Der.unnl prop~rty for collec· 
tlon of • tn'!: 'e prima fade 8 1118ti"'"Mion of the tall,-Henry v, Gregory. 
Ie M. ,_. !iee ... arm ... • and !'.I .. ·han .... • B""k v. Kln".I .. y. 2 Dougla... 379. 
lirowl". "ropo a'e a PHrt of the r .. all)'. but for Ihe pu.pose o( It'vy and .ale 
on II'Kf'll"UUOn are tre .. lrod U pt"rNOnalty.-PrHlon v. H)'lIn •• , M. 174. 

The ta. roll I. 1tM'II .e complf'le and ntif'Quate lUI an t"x«ution on II jud.tmlent 
.'ould be> If tIM-re Hre IfKJfIIl anft ("hattels wilhln the trerumre,'. juri8dle-
Uon.--.."lalq Y. Columl,.. .... 11 M. 88. Samt" rule mu"t be a.pplied to lIole by 
tuwn trt" .... u ... , to aftth,')" h,x a.. to JUdicial AnlH, So held wlle're· two horA .... 
not matdlf'd and eilbe, of .-htch ","a. .'ortb more than the tax, were sold 
1000000Ihe, and nut otr~retl ..,.arnt~I)·.-LeRlun v. Murphy. ;~ M. 77. Expmption 

~'~:;II".,~,:'!.I~~n '::I~tl;'~r It~,,::.n f~; !:i.I;~' I~O~"'.:';: l~e:j:l~e. property froID liability 
A till aale by • rily tn-Iuturt"r fur unpaid ('ity tSl.efI on pelflOnslty ronveyin~ 

PrDP"rty of th ..... h •• of , •. 000 fo, an unpaid tnx of I ..... Ihan 1200. Ihe title 
POt ha"I .... brto-n aequlred hy tht" o","ner until ofter the time dxed hy law for 
the romDIf'tlon of thf' 81Mft18ment roll. are falill flufli<"il"nt to flustain the rulinlr 
th.t tl .... If' _ •• hot 8 le.RI DRf'. In atJllf'oc'e' uf proof 01 the rl" .. nlflrit)~ of the 
p .......... lln .. lak .. o I" roll(ct tht' IHI. 
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The same rule must !>e applied in sales for delinquent city taxes as is applied 
In judicial sales, and only sufficient of the property sold to pay the tax. Starr 
el al. v. Shepard et aI., lolS, M. 802. 

No property of the person liable for a .tax is exempt from seizure and sale for 
. taxes. If the provisions of this section were fully observed by collecting officers 
there would be much Ies., unpaid taxes returned. 

Where the supervisor's warrant is fair on its face "township treasurer is 
not personally liable for enforcing the collection of an excessh'e tax.-Byles 
v. Genung. 52 M. 504. But warra.nt goes only to extent of protecting him 
from personal liability as trespaRSer or wrong·doer.~LeRoy v., East SQginaw 
City Railway, 18 M. 233. Collector is protected by process that is fair on its 
face against irregularties except his own.-Bird v. Perkins. 88 M. 28. A 
tax assessment is in the nature of a judgment and cannot be assailed for 
(raud or irregularity in 8 suit against an officer who holels process fair on 
its face for enforcing a tax based upon it.-Moss v. Cummings, 44 M. 859. Col
lector not liable in trover for property seized uncler tax roll anel warrant 
fair upon their fnce ~ but roll and warrant are not fair on their face when 
for a tax. levied under an invalid law.-Mogg v. Hull, 88 M. 576. Collector 
is not liable for vullle of c1mttels seized for taxes undel' warrant fair on face 
even though demand for return tJlereof be made before sale.~urtiss v. Witt. 
1I0 M. 181. A warrant addressed to the "treasurer of the township of 
...............••............. '. ..... signed by the supervisor of St. Joseph town
ship and. annexed to the tax roll of that township is not fatally defective.
First Natioual Bank of St. Joseph v. Township of St. Joseph, 46 M. 526; 
Auditor General v. Stiles, 88 M. 460. Further as to warrant see Clark v. Axford, 
5 M. 182. . 

A law prescribing who shall be liable for the payment of taxes and whose 
property may be levied on ~therefor impliedly forbids the collector to seize 
the "property of others or by act or omission make the tax "a charge on it. 
nnd the owner is at liberty to buy and sell in reliance on the officer's implied 
duty towards him, and to understand that the latter is not protected by his 
commission unless be keeps within the powers given by it.-Raynesford v. 
Fhelps, ,18 M. 842. A mere sale of another's hay in the mow under a tax 
warrant does not amount to a conversion where the owner did not 8..("Quiesce 
and his posses..o;;ion was not disturbed. A sale of a growing crop might be 
different~Milis v. Vlln Camp, 41 M. 645. Assessment to firm which has been 
succeeded by corporation is valid against the corporation and it may be en
forced as such.-Petrie Lumber Co. v. Collins. 66 M. 04. Taxes paid under 
pmtest after seizure' of property, collector's warrant having expired before 
seizure may 'be recovered.-Philiips v. New Buffalo, 6K M. 217. A note taken 
by a township treasurer in his own nnme on the sale of property for taxes is 
void in his hllnds on the ground of public policy.~hapmRn v. Remington, 
'80' M. 552. After levy and agreemeltt with city authorities, cheek for amount 
was deposited with city treasurer and Rmicable suit instituted. Held, payment 
was Involunlary.-Gebhart .v. East Sn~inaw, 40 M. 886. ' 

Treasurer seized personal property belonging to plaintiffs to satisfy taxes 
levied upon real estate not owned by nor listed to them. which they paid 
under verbal protest to secure a relense of their property and brought suit 
"",ainst township to reco"er, prior to which treasurer had paid State and 
county taxes to county' treasurer. Held, payment was involuntary; that 
treasurer's action was not an attempt to collect an illegal tax qsse.,.,;;sed against 
plaintiff's property or against them personally, nor did his warrant direct 
or authorize him to demand or enforce collection against them; that the 
taxes were not asseRSed to them or against their property and they had no 
o('casion to appear before .town board in rela.tion thereto nor to deliver to 
treasurer statutory protest; that the township by its officers coerced pay· 
ment without any <'Iaim against plaintiffs or their land, and without even 
color of' authority' to take plaintiff's money, and that the fact of payment 
to the county treasurer of the State and county taxes thus collected was imma
terial to the issue; that the section providing for bringing suit within thirty 
days after puyment of tax under protest does not IIpply to this case, and the 
defendant stands in no more favorable position tlmn if it had received plaintiffs' 
money nnder a threat to take or sell their property under pretense of legal· 
autflOrlty so to do without any assessment roll or warrant whatever.-Babcock 
v. Township of Beaver Creek, 65 M: 479. Township is linble in action of as
sumpsit to recover back money illegally collected by the treaslll"er in' his official 
capacity for taxes illegally assessed.-Daniels ". Watertown, 55 M. 876. 

Personal property of a railroad is 'liable to seizure and sale for unpaid taxes 
and the company's coal supply is not exempt as a part of the entirety. "Per
soil" includes bodies corporate and politic.~. & N. W. Ry. Co. v. Elison, 
1I8 M. 80. Where personal property has been levied upon to satisfy tax on 
bank stock which is cluimed to be illegal and void the remedy at law is inade
quate. An action of trm'er for the value of the property seized would raise 
tbe question or complainant might pay the amount of the tax under protest 
and test its validity in an action to, reeov .. r back the amount pnid.-Hagenbuch 
v. Howard, 84 M. I; see also. Mears v. Howarth, 84 M. 19. Where land was' 
nssessed to one corporation the action of township treasurer in seizing property 
of another corporation who owned the property a8.<essed helel Inwfnl (corporation 
known by both names).-Iron Star Co. ". Wehse, 117 M. 487. Goods assigned for 
benefit of creditors are exempt from" seizure to snUsfy taxes against the assignor. 
-Lyon v. Receiver of Taxes, 52 M. 271. But the lL .. ignment must have been 
made before the first day of Decemb .. r in the year of assessment; see Sec 40. 

Where one, on the day fixed for the sale of his property for taxes, sent his 
representative to attend the sale, who, without protest, took part in the bidding 
lind upon the propert)' being sold to him informed the treasurer that if he 
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t,", ... ld ~ to the- olti« o( the o"-nf'r in soothe'r to~mship he would receive the 
Hmount of the' bid. Bud. OWMr could not. after paying the treasurer 88 agreed. 
but under protNt. ("Iaim that the pn,"ment was involuntary and maintain ~n 
ItA lion to reco\'er 1M amount tiD paid.-Loud " Sons Lumber Co. v. Township 
of \'if'nna. I!O ~. I"'t. 

RU'I.f.\ IS: So rrpl ... vin ahall lie for any property taken by virtue of any 
",'arrant for ttw oolll"A.,tion of any tax. etc.-I ••• :!n, J30Rln C. L. '15. does not 
appl, .·Ite'~ propert)' weiaed bf'lon~ to one having no relation to the tax 
3P~.-Trau·n v. JnMler •• t M. 8M. Sor .-here there could have been no 
, .. lid la'l: Irvied.-LeoRoy v. £aid Sag-ina,,' City Railway. 18 M. 233. Sor where 
Ute'r •• 'al no jurilidil1:iun to le\',' the tax.-M'cCoy v. Anelerson. 47 M. 502. But 
Ih(O mrrr lad UUtt the las: iii in",.liel iJt not 8ufHcient to authorize replevin.
/lill •. Wri.,hl. .. M. tao. Pnlhihilion appliea only where valid tax might 
lun'e bHon impo,wrl,-IA"Roy v, Ea.l Sall'inaw City Railway. 18 M. 2!33. Ap-_ 
"hell ollh' to raJWM "'here the property t6eize.d ill that of the person or of one 
~r; ~r.'~!~' .'ith the ~f'MUn a«ainst whom the tax wWJ ll88essed.-Traven v. Inslee, 

Repl."in "'ill not lie for propt"'rt,. 8f'ized by virtue of a writ. fair on its 
fa(~. when it appell,.. that the pruperty seized is IIlIbject to seizure on snch 
P"~ If YBlirt.-Sorth"'eHtern COOperalff' and Lumber Co. v. &ott. 121 M. 357. 

I'rulWrty twin« ri«hUIIJly aJillileMe«l. replevin will not He.-Hood v. Judkins. 
81 M. 575. Bul II ... rorpr_rt)· arized to aati.ry a void lax.-B<ltce v. Cutler, 
iO M. "1, Uun not predude reple"in b)' one who is a manger to the tax and 
lIot in prh'it,' with lt~ penon a~~, Pun-hailer of personal property before 
lI(On for tll.J;f'tI ~ ttN!'reon haM IItta("hed is not in privity \\;th the vendor so 
Ali to preyent hi. hrinlfin« rf'plevin aaouinst the collector who has seized the 
.. '"'peort)' (nr _Iu'h tnXeti.-TOIIM")' ,'. POfiit. 8' M. 831. Reple"in of property 
tM'iJ'f"d to flatid,. a void tliX is a proper remerl".-Lantis v. Reithmiller. 85 M. "45. 

"'h~n' .. hn Ie,",. indicts an injury ("()l:niZllble h)' law. the injured- party 
tnlJ .... ~k ref1r~ otitE'rwi~ than b)' an action of replevin for property seized for 
the taI. Tt~ atatutury pmviJtinn allf'llinRt bringin[lf replevin in case of seizure 
ror taxf'4 ('Hnnot ~ dt'feated by 8 mere dailll that the taK: is invalid if it is 
IIpparently rt'lI'lIh.,: 811d ""here reple-"in illl brOullht it is proper on quashing the 
"rit to J!'h'f' jtlflwmf'nt for df'(f'mlnnt for the amount o( the tax lien.-Hill v. 
\\'ri.ht ••• )I. ttl. Kf'PIf'vin "ill not lie (or saw IUgH seized to scrtisfy taxes 
lI~d In tu"-n ,,·h .. re Ion "'ere linhle for A!(.wssment. which asse1\.Qrnent appears 
h. be rHular and vRlid.-Hili .... Graham. 7! M. 8Sg. 

Rf'plevin wHI nnt lil' ""Ite're tax roll Bnd ",arrant appear regular IIpon their face. 
-\\· ... t Michhran I.umher Co. v. Df'an. ;1 M, ,159: Thayer Lumber Co. v. Dean. 
71 M. US: 80)'C'e v. I'etf'r".,n. N' M. '9,.: "~letcher v, P~t. 104 M. -12 .. : Forster 
'". Uro"o"h. III ),I. Mil. EVf'n thmurh claimed to be held by virtue ot a county 
trf'tlJIIl1rl'r',. ,,'arrant. tiM!' hUlllan~ of "'hich was upon an insufficient return by ~ 
tn,,'n.hip trf'a"nrl'r,-80yre' v. Ste'"f'nR. MI )I. 5'., The Yendee in a bill of sale 
made ""ilhuut ron .. idf'rlltion Rnd fnr the expreR8 purpose of de-testing the collee
li.,n of t .. "' .... upun U,* 1I'Nl(IR ,,·hid. remained in the poRSeRtiion ot the vendor 
("BnnDt maintain replrl'in for thl' property de1K"rihed in Ruch bill Rnd which is 
wiud for ta", .. ,-(iraf v. Finn. I" M. It, Replevin will not lie for the recovery 
u' proPf"rty .. iud tor a t,,'1 RMeMf'f1 upon a piece of unO«"upied land which was 
UIIIW....t in onl' parft'l to ttlf' ownf'r ot the re<"Ord title. a part thereot having"" 
lJH'n trAnff(f'"ed to • lIIOn by an unrft'Ordrcl. df'eel. ·the property seized belonging 
lu the rftllM>r.-SN.1I V. Whelnn.l. 8e M. 6!4. ReKulnrlly or proceeding anterior '0 • ,,"arrAnt Nlnnnt be determined by trover or replevin.--Curtiss v. Witt. ] 10 
~I, II.. \'aJhtlty of tll'l If'vilPd in punmanee of law (,Rnnot be tested in replevin. 
-Rnt .. rta y. ()Pnol. II,. M. ~ .. ". One in ri .. httul poRlleSlliun ot personal property 
a_ III"'fIIIft ('an ", .. tntain rrplf'vin in C"aM luch property II seized to satisfy taxes 
a~ ... aintel the It'"MfIIJr.-\\·hitt .. kf'r v. Fuller, 8G M. ..... Hushand may 
"'Blntllin N'pl ... in a.oin"t an offtN'r for wife', clothin-r purehased ",ith hill money 
or upon hill' rrf'fiit and .. iud llpon • tax "'"rrant for taxes 8sse88ed against 
,,·If~· .... ""ralt' pn>P<'rt)·.-Smilh Y. AhRlr. R7 M. dr. 

Sl' rr: Indphitat... ,,-,umpiit ill the- proper form In which township treas
Inl" mAY brin •• uit In the nRme ot the to"'m'hlp for taXeR. the collnt explain
h.. the ,nbjPrt m"ttl" of tI.. debt: but a llpet'ial dechlrlltion if. not requi.tite.
I'utn,,", Y. To."nNhip of to'ife l..ak ..... 5 M. It'. In IIlIit (or collection of taxes 
un pelW)nAI pntpf'rt,· roll('l(-tor RIa)' tf"ldify to the (act and time of makin .. his 
rf"turn. Tt .. pro.lurtion And Idl'lItiftf-ation of the tax roll anel of the ft88eS8ment 
and WV, 01 IIUl'h " t,.x therf'On A8'"inllll df'ff'ntiant makt'lll a prima f"cie case. 
In luit hA~ upon t' .. nnty t"fUI.u't"r'" wllrrant. rollerlor mu~t Rhow that he 
.".de ... ri .... , r.turn of unpaid perMOlial proprrty laxetl.-Mufilkea-on v. Martin 
I.umt .. r l'o.. 144 W. 12.s. Cull«tor may aile for taxetl on pel'8Onal property. 
I.ul •• to reRI property Ihe rrm ... ly ... providrd by IIIatute must be r"""rled to.
~tur.i. v .• 'Iand~ ..... 1 M. 5 ..... 

Trruunor ha. no Authority to brill. a .. lt aner hill orilrinal or supplemental 
".rrant hu •• p'''''1. Suit ("lin onl)' tJl' rf'JlOrted to ,,'hen person 8JI8e88ed has 
no propt"rty th"t Min tw rf'8("hfll undl" the ."arrant or .. hen he rf'8ides beyond 
thr t"",,,urer·. Jurtlldit1ion.-Port Humn 1'. Potb. 7M M. "'S. PenlOnal tas 
.~ to •• "'lItO,.. m~y hfo rt"C"m'el't"ft In fin action allf'Ainfilt executor thou .. h he 
hu dl"tributf'f' ttw MAt. llrilk"r the aMllleJl8mpnt.-Orion Township Y. Axford. 111 
M. 17.. Judmtf'nt for Pf'f'ROnRI ta'l may include- Intl'l'e8t (rom time it Mcftme 
due and pft)·"ble. Tax ("nll«tnr ",lIftI upon delinqll~nt lax-payer after the ex. 
pirllti.on o( hi ... ·.rrant for th. has: ft.Mt'Wlt"d upon perROnR) properly which he 
proftuwd to pa,.. U .. ld tu be a ... "'rhmt demand of payment to warrant corn-
merM"Pment of .uit fur ita l"OlIft'tion artf" ita rt"tum to the rounty trealJurer and 
U .. '_uaDC"e ot • new .arrant "'hiC"h waR .tHI in fort"'e and which .uit Is not 
prematurel, brou .. ht.--lirand Rapid. .... "·ellf'man. til5 M. f.... MandamlJ8: will 
not be .ranlrd to ",vi.,. an ord.,r of lhe trial rourt In altll"hmrnt pr<x'eedings 
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instituted to en'force coIlection of taxes denying a motion to quash based upon 
the merits and accompanied by a stipulation of facts.-Martin Lumber Co. v. 
Menominee Circuit Judge, 116 M. 354. Action for delinquent personal taxes 
will not lie except agains~ the person assessed.-Township of Laketon v. Akeley, 
74 M. 695. 

During the period fixed by this section the authority ot the town treasurer is 
exclusive, and suit cannot be instituted by supervisor during this time.-Decatur 
v. Copley, 183 M. 546. 

There is no distinction between the right of the treasurer to levy for special 
nssessments and for other taxes.-Mich. Lake Superior Power Co. v. AtWood, City 
Treasurer, 126 M. 651. 

See Sees. 40, 48, 49. 

~~~I'1~~r':ale. SEC. 48. (4044) In case of a distress and sale of goods 
and chattels, for the payment of any tax, the treasurer or 
other collecting officer may also collect on such sale one dollar 
and fifty cents over and above the tax, ash~s fees for making 
such sale" which fees and percentage hereinbefore provided 
shall be in full for his services in collecting such taxes; and 
in case payment of such tax shall be made after the distress 
and before the sale, it shall be lawful for such treasurer or 
collecting officer to require the payment of one dollar and 

Sale tor fee. fifty cents as his fee for making such distress, and to enforce 
payment of the same, if need be, by making sale notwith

Collection of standing the tax shall have been paid. And whenever any 
!~~:'l ~~o~r- personal properly having been assessed to any person in any 
erty removed. township or ward in this State shall be removed therefrom 

before the taxes assessed thereon shall be collected, and there 
being no other personal property sufficient in said township 
or ward whereon the treasurer or other collecting officer can 
levy and collect said taxes, or any of them, he shall have full 
power, arid it shall be his duty to make a statement, duly 
certified by him to be correct and true, showing that personal 
property has been assessed to such person, naming him, the 
valuation thereof, the various taxes thereon, and the total 
thereof, as appears from the roll in, the hands of such treas
urer, and that such property has been removed from such 
township, ward or city since the assessment thereof, and that 

Valid state- the taxes or some portion of them has not been paid; which 
~e~~r~~;:ies statement shall be witnessed and acknowledged in the same 
propertx mariner as deeds of real :estate are acknowledged,and 
remove . shall be received in all courts and other ,places as 

evidence of the facts therein contained, without proof of its 
execution, and shall be prima facie evidence of the validity of 
the tax therein named against the person therein named, and 
shall be full and ample authority to the treasurer or other tax 
collector to whom it shall be sent to levy and collect the same 
in the same manner as other ,personal taxes are collected by 

Collection, him when spread upon his own roll. Such statement may be 
where found. sent to the township or city treasurer, or other collecting 

officer of any township or city in this State, where the person 
against whom such, assessment was made may have property, 
and the treasurer, or other collecting officer to whom such 
statement shall have been transmitted, shall, upon the receipt' 
of the same, proceed to collect said taxes out of any property 
belonging to the owner of such property so taxed as afore· 

Fees. said, within his jurisdiction, liable to be seized for taxes, to
gether with double collection fees therefor, and the further 
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sum of twenty-five cents to defray the expense of transmitting 
the taxes so collected as hereinafter provided, and· shall give 
bis receipt therefor_ The said treasurer, or other collecting Accounting_ 

omcer, shall thereupon transmit the taxes, and one-half of 
tbe collection fees as aforesaid collected, to the township 
treasurer, or other collecting officer, from whom he received 
such statement, and the latter shall, upon the receipt of said 
taxes and collection fees, mark the said taxes in ink as paid 
upon his tax roll, and the date of the receipt of the same, re-
taining the collection fees so received as aforesaid, as his fees 
in the matter of the collection of said taxes. Executions Levy of 
issued upon judltments rendered for any tax, may be levied execution. 

upon any property, without exemption, the same as though 
lIeized for sale under warrants issued for the COllection of 
taxes by township supervisors, and collected in the same 
manner, in aU other respects, as provided by law for the col-
lection of jUdgments. 

Hlotory :-C. L. '81, 8871. 
The .t;'tem~nt of 8. township treHlmrer on whl("h a levy 18 made for the amount 

of a pe.....,nal tn. I •• umeient If the fllir Import of the .tatement ne~ativeo the 
r:;.~';,~c;e of other peroonal property In the townsblp.-Godkin v. Corliss, 146 

Thl. ~Ion provld ... for the collection of taxe8 ass ... ed against personal prop
erty by • levy upon the property of the perAon RS8e •• ed, In any plnce In this state 
"here the tas-payer may have property.-GarOeld Twp. v. A. B. Klise Lumber 
('0., lit M. '1. 

SEC. 49. (40-!5) Whenever a surplus arising from the Claim for 
sale of any property distrained tor taxes, shall be claimed by :~~Ius of 

any other than the person for whose tax such property was 
sold, and such claim shall be contested, either of the contest-
ants may prosecute an action against the other, as for inoney 
had and receh'ed and in lIuch action the rilthts of the parties 
to such surplus shall be df'termined, For the purpose of such Defendant 

action the deCendant IIhall be deemed to be in possession of ~~:~::IO~ 
tbe surplus in tbe hands of tbe trf'asurer, and upon the pres
('ntation to said treasurf'r of a t'ertified copy of the final 
judjtment rendered in such action he shall pay over the same 
to tbe party recoverinlt such judgment, and no such treas- Treasurer 
1!rpr IIbaIl he liable to any claimant of fluch surplus, tbe right not liable. 

to which is ('on tested 8S provided in this act, until he shall 
ba\'e rpfulICd to pay over such surplus upon tbe production of 
n ('ertiHed copy of tbe judgment as aforesaid. In any action Ru~e in 
brougbt plIrlmant to tbis Flection no otber case shall be joined, acbon. 

nor IIball any set olT be allowed. and if an execution isslle on 
a judgment flO rPIHlered, it Flhall dirp('t tbe costs only of SIlC~ 
action to be le\'ied by vil,tue thereof. 

Wotory :-C. L. "7, '87!. 
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8EC. riO. UO~6) In calle any townllhip treasurer shall Disabil!ty of 

nf'glect to gh'e pither of the honds required, or sball die, re- ~:~~:... 
lIijtn or rf'move Ollt of tbe townllbip or hp('ome unable to dis-
l'bal·~.' the cJUtit'M of bill .. mCl', 1 he 10wnship board shall forth- Township 

with aPl'uint It IIl'W lr.'lIlIlIl't'l·, wbo. 011 giving the required ~~~1ntto 
hond!!, ",hall ('''I'cull' the dutil'''' of tbe office for tbe remainder . 
of tbe ypar and ulltil his sucret<sor ill elected and qualified. 
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.GENERAL TAX LAW 

The township clerk shall imII!ediately notify the county treas
urer of such appointment_ 

History:-C. L. 'U7, 8873. 
See Sec. 43. 

SEC. 51. (4047) In case the township treasurer shall neg
lect or refuse to file his bond with the county treasnrer, in the 
manner and within the time prescribed by law, and the town
ship board shall fail to appoint a treasurer who shall give such 
bond, and deliver a receipt for the same to the supervisor by 
the tenth day of December, the supervisor shall deliver the 
tax· roll· with the necessary warrant directed to the sheriff of 
the county, who shall, before he receives said tax roll, execute 
and -deliver like bonds required of the township treasurer, and 
make like collections and returns, and shall be entitled to the 
same compensation on all taxes collected by him by virtue of 
such warrant as is allowed to the township treasurer,. and for 
the purpose of collecting the same, shall be vested with all the 
powers. conferred upon the township treasurer, and suit may 
be brought on such sheriff's bond under the same circum
stances as on those of a township treasurer. 

History:-C. L. '97, 8874. 
The collection of taxes by the sheriff being a duty foreign to his position 

invests him with a new office not within the contemplation of sureties on his 
official bond as sheriff.-White v. East Saginaw, 43 M. 567. 

SEC. 52. (4048) In calSe the township treasurer shall not 
collect the full amount of taxes required by his warrant to be 
paid- into_ the township treasury, such portion thereof as he 
Rhall collect shall be retained by him to be paid out for the 
following purposes: The amount of school taxes collected to 
be paid on the order of the school district officers, the amount 
collected for general township purposes to be paid on the 
order of the township board, the amount collected for hi~hway 
purposes to be paid on the order of,the commissioner of high
ways countersigned by the township clerk or supervisor, and 
the amount collected for any special fund to be paid on the 
order of the proper officer, but in no case shall the amounts 
collected for anyone fund be paid on the orders drawn on 
any other fund. 

~~~~~hipC~le~k '~~ t~~~ separate account with each fund.-2117 C. L. ')5. 
~~here a tax payment is expressly made to satisfy 8 particular as..<;;essment the 
col!ector if he receives it. must apply the money to the purpose specified and no 
other.-lo'uller v. Grand Rapids, 40 M. 895. 

SEC. 53. (4049) Any person may pay the taxeR, 01' any 
one of the several taxes on any pareel or deseription of land. 
or 6n any undivided share thereof, and the treasurer shall note 
across the face of the receipt in ink any portion of the taxes 
remaining unpaid. He may pay any tax. whether levied on 
personal or real property. under protpst, to the treasurpr. 
specifying at the time in writing, signed by him, the grounds 
of sudl protest, and sueh. treasurer shall minute the fact of 
such protest on the tax roll and in the receipt given. The 
person paying under such protest may, within thirty days lind 
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ufll a flt"r .... ard ..... ut" III .. IU"'n"lIip fur tilt" amount paid. and ::,er:: ~ 
rt"("(Jn'r. if lilt" tax ~ .. lIo,,·n to lit' iII~al for tbt" real'On sbow-n ship. 

in "u{·b "rut .... t. \\lwn I'aym .. nt of tilt" taxt'!! on any pan't'l 
fir dt'l'<.·ri"liun (If hHld or u.. any undi"idt"d sbare tht"reof. 
i,. Diad .. In an~' dty. \"ilIa!!t" fIr hl"'n"lIip trea!<urer. said tn'as· 
llrer .. hall "Ia«,. fir ("3UI'4' I" lit' 1,laN'd u"on tht" fat't' of tbt" I't"-

«,-il't tb .. f"lIo"'in~ (,.rlitie<lt .. : -I b .. reloy .... rtify that appli· 
"Itiun "'as mad .. to pay all taxPlil du .. and ,"ayaM .. at tbis office 
fill tb .. d('l'('ri"titlll .......... "bo"'n in this ret"t"ipt. 

to:iJ!nt"d ..................... Treas." 

.\II~· 1 ... 1">i<'!' o"'nill/! all undh'idt"d "bare or otb .. r part or 
l.ar«,.1 tlf real "rc., ... rty a~'<I ill 011 .. d('l'('ription may pay 
fill th .. I"art thull O"-IIt"d. loy "ayill/: an amount harin~ th .. 
tiOIm .. r..hllitlll to III .. "'1101 .. lax all tbt' "art on w-hit·h payment 
i .. mad .. ha .. ttl th .. ,,·h .. l .. "arc,.!. Th .. Ilt'rson making 8u('b 
I'aymt'llt lIhall a(·(·urat .. ly dt.,.«:ril ... tht' part or "hare on w-hi('h 
h .. mal ..... "aym .. nt. and tht, I"t'(,.ipt ~h·t'n. and the record of R""';rin:; 

tl ... f'C'(,·i\·ill/! uftj(,.r .. lIall .. II" .. · .. tIt·h ti'·N:ril,tion. and by w-hom ':f!::.::" 
1';lid; and in «'al'4' tlr the 1«11 .. of th .. rem;linin/: part. or share --- paid. 

for IItID·paymC'lIt tlf tax ..... b .. may "uN·llall4' til .. Mme in like 
m:llll1t"r a .. aDY di"int .. ,.....t ... 1 ,,,,M«,n ("(lUld. .\Dy person ha\"· p.,....., bari"" 

in:: a 1i.'D .,n "r", ... rty may. afh'r thirty days from the time ::=;. c;:.:Dd 

Ih., tax i .. "ayahlt'. ,"ay th.· tax .... th"N'OII. and th .. same may 
I ... luld ... 1 tIl hi .. H .. II ;lIId ""'twt'rt'tl "'jlb th .. rate of int .. rest 
I • .,rnl" I,y th .. li .. lI. .\ t .. nant or real .... tatt' may "ay tbe taxt'!! 
th.,I"t'(,n all(1 d ... h ... t tb«' 1I<1111l" frum his N-nt. llnlt"M th .. re I ... 
an a::re't'I11l"lIt to til .. «"lItrary. ~u('b l.ayml"lIt may hl" madl" 
In tht' ..... ·n .. bil. tn-a"ntt'r ,,·hil .. tbt' tax reIn i .. in his hands. or 
;!fh'r,,·ard .. to thl" ("()Ullty ttt'a .. nn'r. Tbl" n't"l"ipt gi\"t'n t;.hall 
lit' ",·i.l .. n«"l" 01 lIu«'h "aynU'nt. 

, .... ..., :-<". L 'IS. '.:.:-.' •. • H., p .• : .... \tt " •• U, !WpI. 5: .\m. ••• 1. 
p. II •.. \tt a .•.•. \ .... II. 
"._ ............ t>oa ;. _w '0 pa,. ..... talt .... "n • parfti 0#' land tbat it; 
.-t •• Ih oCtw. Ia",t. i. _ .-nplioft. ...... _ ...... s_1eI diriM ..... 
, .. I:'" Ott t_ ",I.,... ~pt ... hJ' thr .,.. of thp laRd ~; for iD!it.a~ 
" ' .... r _ 0# ...-1 ........... _ .~tw. ...... pa,--nt of ..... tau" ......... 
.... ...... 1eI hp __ ' ... nth of II .. 'pU' taK oa ..... 'our _: or "-lel • hrflIt,-
~ parfti .Dd • ,_~ acn- parfti ... ___ ia ...... ~pIioa. ..... pa,--nt 0# 
.hr I ..... _ ..... • ...... 1,. ...... pa ..... 1 ...... 1eI ... oow-thini of ..... totaJ t.u ... ..... 
t'~ptKML ~.Id tbr tnoaeuf'W'l' diridfo Uw t.s on an,. otlw'r ba..Q.s tw would 
...... ....,. Pfet1..,U.. .D ..........,.. ........ lbr .... dor!I DlIt pr,..it4 ____ ~ letter of 
...... , .. ht.", '~fM'ra1. .'pnl II. I~ •. 
~ .., .......... s..r... ....... ~ .uunt.". ..... 1 in1'Olunla,.,. pa,-ownts. 
C· .... a...-t.RC .......,. .... h ...... t ..... 1.:lftI a~ p1Ild ,,""uotariIJ.-.,rt .. t ....... , .. -:os.. 

..... C. 1_ 'IS, .-- Ie pa~ _ ......... taus ..... __ as i' "",,,,1ar.-liIonlprli« 
~ ..... Ba .... '. """"ft. T,.....~IR'T'. I •• )I. ':' ••. 

. \. ....... ..,.... to .... 1 pan ... nt 01 t"~eII by' ('laalnant I. irn;umrirnt to matin ... 
... Dd...-- _ ...... iuoal,. hpk1 ..,. ..... ~DI .... -)lil ....... Daria. ...... .... 

41 ................. a Iif" .. 0 .. laft.l.h t ....... ri .... t. iftff"fTif'1Ir to pa,. thr fa'l: BDa.rw. 
it ...... ., ..... 'hII' tN- ................ 11 aot~-Pond Y. Dnke.. ,. Y. MI. But 
IhM .... '4 ... ," I'" ,.... ..... Iw ... ,. do _. T.'8 paid by tbr IIIOf"tnft'IP 
.~ _k1 hp paod .., ._ ..-n __ ~ _ .. kkd '0 ill<'ft'a!'r II .. tt.arft 
u .... lhe- MPr'tc'aft'd pr ............. -r.'·... ... .,yftT. !I )I. S'!'- It i8 ...... prtftlt 
, .. ., • -.art .. ....,. 10 p"'I~ hili 'IIlOr1.taC1f' in'''''''''' apiRlll taSftl.. and thr IlIDOUnt 
...... tt ... , Pf'OPPJ'i'l" ......... udrot .8 • for"t"lt"la1Ml~ ~.-\·aurttD Y. Si ...... 
'W. =-;: ,,·.It ... y .... Ior). I':' \I .• -S. s.r.r ....... t'.r"W'e'1i '1'. Blft'Iow. II! w.. 
'! .. s: t· .. ,...... ". i...... ..e \I. .I... T ...... ~D lft'M"raJ.,. lip rnfOft'ftl onl,. by-
I ........... ..., ....... 1_ .... 1 ... .--... _ ..,. .hp ~ of IaDd de.- _ 
• ............anl' 1'1'-" ..... ridlt of ac1tu11 &Col ....... t ... ~ Ail for ......,. paid 
t-" hK ............ u. _.11 ......... ...-",leI ~ ............. prr!IIOftaUr, uat..;,e. for ...... 
""',_ of ..... ta .... Dd .hr eooot_. ,.JI .... Ie pa,. t_ ._1eI _I~ boo ... 
n"~ , ..... pntpntl" _h~ to WI ... ", ....... the- •• mat ........ for Ilwtr 
.-..lIft1_.-Il"J_ord •. P .... 1pa. .. N. '12. 



88 GENERAL TAX. LAW 

In an action to recover the amount of a tax paid under protest. the assess
ment cannot be attacked on grounds not covered by the protest.-Aurora Iron 
Mining Co. v. City of Ironwood. 119 M. 825. 

G. paid taxes upon land for the purpose of elfecting a sale. No demand or 
levy or threats of levy had been made. Held. that payment was not made under 
duress.-Gage v. City of Saginaw. 128· M. 682. 

A tax·payer believing only part of the tax assessed by a city valid may pay 
that portion. and have a receipt therefor, and contest the invalid part.-{;hapin 
Mining Co. v. Uddenberg. Tr .• 126 M. 375. 

Where a party concedes that a portion ot his tax is just, hut disputes another 
portion, he is not entitled to relief in equity to stay the collection of the tax 
unless he pays or olfers to pay the legal part.-Grand Rapids & Indiana R. R. 
Co. v. City of Grand Rapids. et al .. 137 M. 587. 

Where there is no stipulation in the lease. as to taxes, they are payable by tbe 
landlord, and the tenant is entitled to show that his landlord's title bas been 
extinguished by sale for such taxes.-Sherman v. Spaulding, 126 M. 661. 

Payment to the city treasnrer of a void city tax under protest entitles one to 
recover the amOllnt so paid. even though the payment was made voluntarily.
Gage v. City of Saginaw. 128 M. 682. 

A cov~nallt in a mortgage whereby the mortgagor agrees to pay all taxes 
and assessments levied IIpon the mortgaged property and all taxes upon the 
indebtedness secured by the mortgage imposes upon. the mortgagor the liability 
to pay the personal mortgage tax,-Green v. Grant. 134 M. 462. 

Agreement by the defendants to· save plaintilf's intestate from loss on account 
of taxes dlle on lands sold by defendants to plaintilfs' intestate held valid and 
not abrogated by the transfer to plaintilfs' intestate ot property by defend
ants' "ran tors to secure the taxes.-Bi"elow. Admr., v Stearns. et al.. 137 M. 26; 

PAYIlfENT UNDER PROTEST: Where sale ot land is threatened the test 
whether owner may safely pay under protest to prevent the sale and after
ward slle to recover back the money seems to be whether the sale if made wOllld 
constitllte a c10lld IIpon the title. A sale to satisfy an alleged tax which has 
no semblance of legality but is totally void on its face would not cloud title. 
An assessment under a statute which is unconstitutional and void. cannot be 
the basis of a sale that collld cloud title. A threat to -entorce payment of socii 
a tax. no seizure of the goods or of the person having been made or threatened 
or authorized, where th .. officer has no authority to compel payment otherwise 
than by the sale of land. which could injure no one, would not constitute a 
payment made in consequence thereof anything but a voluntary payment. A 
protest cannot alone change what would otherwise be in law a voluntary payment 
illto an involuntary one, or chan"e the rights ot the parties; and one paying 
voluntarily under a claim of ri"ht cannot afterwards recover back the money 
although he protested at the time against his Iiability.-Detroit v. Martin, 84 
~. 170 .. BI}t this rule does not apply where a law under which levy is made 
I" constitutIOnal. Payment of tax under protest where property is threatened 
with seizure IInder tax warrant. or real estate is threatened to be sold is not 
volunta.ry.-Whitney v. Port Huron, 88 M. 268. In the case of taxes mailed 
townshIp treasurer with notice -of protest. notice held provable by accurate 
copy put in evidence, after proof of service.-Mich. Land, etc., Co. v. Republic 
Township, 65 M. 62S. . 

Wilful over-valuation is a ground for payment under protest and charge ot 
fralld.-Lingle v. Elmwood Township. 142 M. 194. 

Payment of personal tax before collector is authorized to enforce collection 
nod without rlcmand or threatened levy is voluntary and suit to recover cannot 
be rnaintained.-Baker v. City of Grand Rapids.-65 M. 76; Mills v. Townshio 
of Richland. 72 M. 100. A specific protest must be made when taxes are vol
untarily pair! or an action to recover back· the payment will not lie. In suit 

. to recover back taxes paid voluntarily under protest. the tax 'must be shown 
to be illegal for the reason specified in the protest.-Peninsula Iroo Co. v. Crystal 
Falls, 60 M. 79. See. also. lIfills v. Township of Ricbland, 72 M. 100. It is not 
the protest but the iIIe"ality of the tax that gives calise of action to recover 
taxes paid under protest. Payment without duress or levy i. voluntary tbough 
made under protest. Irregularities in assessment which were not prejudicial 
to prot~stant give no ri"ht of recovery.-White v. Millbrook, 80 M. 532. See, 
also, Hill v. Graham, 72 M. 659. 

Assumpsit lies to recover back an unlawful tax enacted under color of ex
isting process and paid with protest; and interest will be allowed in such case. 
A mllnicipality cannot escape liability for the amount of a tax iIIe"ally ex
acted' on the grounds that the money was not to be IIsed for municipal pur· 
poses.-Grllnd Rapids v. Blakely, 40 M. 867. Action lies against a municioal 
corporation to recover back illegal asses~ment.c; paid under compulsion. Paying 
a tax under protest is an assertion of iIIegality.~Louden v. East Saginaw, 41 
M. 18. If tax proceedings on their face are fatally defective action will lie 
to recover back money paid under them.-Moss v. Cummings. 44 M. S59. The 
township treasurer collects taxes as the a"ent of the township and the town
ship is liable for. taxes wrongfully levied and collected except tbe amount 
paid county treasurer for State and county taxes. althou"h paid out on school 
or highway orders.-Byles v. Golden Township. 52 M. 612. Action to recover 
back a tax paid under protest will lie when the assessment is of a particular 
class ot property clearly identified and separable.-Herrick v. Big Rapids, 58 M. 
554. 

Payment of illegal tax under written protest after le,'Y by an officer is in· 
voluntary thollgh the' tax·payer himself pointed ollt to the officer property on 
which the le~y'might me made.-RoedeU v. White Cloud. lOS 1If. 506. A property 
owner paying taxes on a void as.:;essment roll under protest and after demand 
does not pay them voluntarily.-Thompson v. Detroit, lU M. 502, Recovery of 
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prnonal t.I: paid under protest Is not aWected by immaterial variance of names 
ooch .. did not mlolead.-Barnhard v. While Cloud. 108 M. 508. 

One "00 under prolest had paid taus assessed upon his lands cannot main
tain an aMion tor the repayment of such taxes against a city whose chartet' 
rrovldeo thai It .hall he .ufllcient defense to any action or proceeding against 
lhe "il)" for lhe collection of any claim that such action or proceeding was begun 
twfore th. oommon council had time to p888 upon or investigate the claim. 
"here t.. rommenN!d hi. setion before the next meeting or the council after 
the one fll ,,-hieh the claim was preM'nted.-MHson v. MuskelWn. 111 M. G87. 

Ri«ht of remvery of tu paid under prolest exists only where tax itself is 
111«"11' .. 1. Levy un loa'!' owned by lumber company to satisfy tax upon personal 
pml",rty of 110 preoident held not ... ithin the .... lute; Ihat warrant did not 
It .. thorl .. the art Jure Bnd that rrmedy W88 8~ain",t officer or by replevin against 
the purrhatWr If .... Ie "'U marte. Tax having been paid before time tor sale. 
paymrnt WH' held to he voluntary.-Lllmber Co. v. Mani.tee. 100 M. 466. 

In action to rf'('()vt"r taxea paid under protest. no showing can be made nor 
rf't'Overy lutd upon allY 81'0und not named in thr protest.-Hinds v. Township 
of Beoh·lder~. 101 M. 68". In orrirr to wsrrant judgmrnt for plaintiff' in suit 
to rft."Over tax", paid under prote8t. there rnu~t ha\'e been such jurisdictional 
deff'<'1: II. to render the tas void. and not mere. irre~ularity in spreading tax or 
i .. formality jn ,,'"arrant. Reeo\'ery of flIChool tax paid under protest is not de
pfOnd.nt upon formality 01 eertiHcate furnished supervisor 8S to said taxes but 
.'ppenrl. upon whether .aid taxes were aulhorized by the dlslrict;-Sheldon v. 
Marion. 101 M. 150. 

A prutt"'fiit a«alnlrt payment of speciaJ highway tax because Jrvied against 
property of townlllhip to pay highway orden of ("ertain road districts instead 
0' beln« leviI'd a.ainat the propert)· ot eRda rond district on which orders were 
rlra .. ·n. i. oufllclent.-Ml·~·arlan Y. Town.hlp of C .. dnr Creek. 03 M. 558 . 

.. \(1:Ion to ,et'oYrr drain taXe8 paid by townliihip treasurer under protest can
not he maintained nlfainst Ih .. lownship. Set". 58 being applicable only 10 taxes 
untler tbe we-neral tIIx law.-To)·lor v. Township or Avon, 78 M. 604. A town-

~iW ~:;:aj;!,'"·!,a1= U~ t~~~~5p B10 di:~~v~a," 8~~~1 ~leta~oi::il!iS' u~~~r a:nj~m:;l~~ 
pro .. eedln,....-Camp Y. AI"nnsee Township. 50 M.~. In cllse of drain tax paid 
unde, proteot arlion .oollid be agaln.1 collectin" ofllcer.-Hillyer v. Jone..field, 
II. M. 8". A<"lion will not lie to recover drain t'IX pajd under protest on 
.round of failure to ftle l'ft."Ord with county clerk.-Matrnu v. Tompkins. 99 M. 
5'8. City tasf'II pIlld undrr protHt cannot be rtaroverecl back merely hecauMr 
"'arranl had •• plrert. Wher~ rollf'(-tor threatens to sell property for void taxeR, 
owne, may pay under prole.t and recover back.-Lumber Co. v. Cily of Alpenn . 
• 7 M. 'UU. 

Bill fo, 8ccountln« and that taxea levl .. d and collecled tinder a misappre
),en"lo" of the rt"qulrf'menttll of the Itntute. but which wrre paid from year 
to )'~.r without prot"t. be returned to tllx-payrfS ('annot br !ilustained in absencr 
ot .. "ermf'nt of fraud in aueslilment or lev)·.-Manist~e Lumber Co. v. Township 
0' Sprlntrdeld. ., M. 271. Where elty charier 80 provides presentation to 
the roundl of a verttt"d (,Ialm for money paid under protrst for taxes JR' 8 con
dition pr_ent to brin«lng luit to recover.-Criltenden v. Mt. Clemens. 86 M. 
filO, "'h .. re «unrlrr Iftw ot 18111) tax Bsses..."ed to bank on mortgsJ(es was 
pairl und., prot .. l. h.It' that the ,I!fht to recover W08 lost by failure 10 appenl 
to hoarrl of r.vl .. w.-Mkhi!fan Savin"" Bank v. Detroit, 107 M. U6. 

rl"lntift' did ..... t appea, bc>fore the board of review and object to a void tax 
lind th. only ."tdf'nce that the tax Will paid under protest W88 the rndorsement 
Inade on the nu".tn of the tn. roll "Patd under protest" and the Rome state
ment apPHrln« In the tRK r«-elpt. No levy wall marie or thrcatrned and the 
ta. w .. not paid uncler dur...... The property W88 taxnble in Ihe township where 
lhe ... _ment WHO mael.. Hrld: That plolntift' rould not recover the tax paid. 
-Tr •• e ... Bead, AMOClation Y. Elmwood Township. 142 M. 711-207. 

In a ouit to .......... , 8 tn paid uml .. r prot""t under R threat of levy, the tax· 
payer 10 not limit""" to th.. rea""no .tllted In the prolest. where the protest Is 
Rlade "nct., the otalul ... -Wooelmere Cemeler)" AlI8OClation Y. Twp. of SprinK" 
..... 11 .. II. M ••••. 

l'I1),lnl'l1t und .. , prot"t doee not apply wh~re 8 paym~nt ift involuntary and 
81aft. under ItWlll durt'1lUl. even thouKh " protest ill made whrn the tax is 80 paid. 
-I' ... Marqueltr Railroad Y. City of l.uclin.:ton. 188 M. 897. 

Sfto. :11, pt!rmitUn« one payi .... a til. under proteMt to Rue the towrudlip and 
rf'nwf'r for Ibl' .""nlht paid If thf' tin: 18 shuwn to be iII .... "l for the reafIC)Q 
.ho,,'n In the prolt'Wt, dON not limit the ri .. ht to flue to the perlilon payin« 
und.r prot"t. but peormit,. rf'('(nery hy an ftAHi.nt"e ot the tax·pa)·er. The traucl
ulflnt alll'ration of • tax "dl by .. to,,'nHhip oft\("er renders the taxes IHeKal 
Rnd II 8 IOOd .round of pnlleat In pOj·lnw !n.ea.-I.sinl!" v. ~'orest Township. 
I" M. Uti. 

A_m.nlo for opeelal or local PUrp<Well. not bc>IDlI' wllhin the rule. an action 
liN .... I,..,.t the rollft"tor perwonall)'. to 1"ft"O\'er .. ud. taxe8.-Brown Y. \\~8rner. 

U~I,!I· :,:~wr.:rfl8~il .. ~i1~rtlC:: ~=:!t"';.:5:"~':2':ic .... not Invnliclale the entire 
n_m.nt. hut ."UU"" th .. plnlntift' to ' ...... v .. r lhe eXt·es. ov .. r the Ju.t tax.
... I.kh .. , I'aprr Co. Y. City of Alp .. na. 1ft. M. 661. 

In .0 a(-liun to f'ft"Ov~r I,. .. " pllid undeor protHt on the ground that the ftMf'HSinlil' 
"tllcen act""" fralldulenJly. tical fact mu.. be clearly .hown by the evidence; 
.n .rrur of Judlfmf'nt on Ihe part ot the a88f'88ing oftken in ftxlng tbe valua
tion I. not In Itself oufll .. lent !fround on which to b....., 0 recovery.-Copper 
Ran ... Co. Y. Adam. Twp .• 208 M. 20 •. 

Whe .. plalntlft"o IIInd W88 d ....... rihed .. "one acre of land In square form 
suhJect t .. all hilfh..,al1l """"'" the 88me," plalntur W88 not entitl .. d to tender 
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three-fourths of the amount of the tax assessed against the lanel and receive 
receipt therefor, on the theory that he owneel only three-fourths of the lanel 
described_-Roberts v. Auditor General, 217 M. 695. 

Where h~ township colleCted a void school tax and was later compelled by 
litigation to return the same to the tax-payer, the costs of the litigation were not 
chargeable to the school district, since the statute places the burden of spreading 
'and collecting school taxes upon the township.-Twp. of Coe v. Dist. No.3, 221 
M.85. . . 

Where taxes are asseseed under the general tax law, paid under protest and 
an action brought to recover the same, such action must be brought against 
the town~hip and not against the township treasurer.-Powers v. Rockwel.1. 171 
M. 655. . 

Plainti1l's are not precluded from bringing an action to recover· taxes paid 
.under protest because the treasurer did not endorse such protest on the tax 
mit-Bank of Tllstin of .1. M. Perry & Co. v. Twp. of Burdell, 184 M. 131. 

The ohjection made by a mining company that other property was assesseel 
at less than its true value and that its property was relatively over-valued, in 
a case where the v~luation of the property of the mining company was fixed 
by the state tax commission under the provisions of Act \14 of Public Acts of 
lOll~ is not sufficient to declare the assessment invalid in the absence of sufficient 
proof of fraudulent action by the board of tax commissioners.-Newport Mining 
Co. v. City of Ironwood, 185 M. 668; Sunday Lake Iron Co •. v. Twp. of Wake
field,. 186 M. 626. 

Where taxes are paid under protest, in order to recover' the same, the grounds 
of protest must be stated specifically at the time of payment.-Kelsey v. Twp. 

- of Burns, 228 1\1. 178. 

Collecting 
officer to 
settle with 
county treas
urer March 1. 

Delinquent 
taxes, ori ..!an_d. 

Veri ftcation 
of statel!\ent. 

PART PAYMENT: Where part of the tax only is paid it ·should be all of 
certain taxes 01' on a definite part of the land, or if neither is practicable. 
payment may be accepted and receipted for on an expressed undivided inter
est in the description. In such cases the treasurer should note across the 
face of the receipt in ink (receipts should never be written with a pencii) 
the items of' tax unpaid. or the definite or undivided part of the description 
on which the tax remains unpaid. The importance of strict compliance with 
the law in this regard should be apparent to every receiver of taxes. 

See Sees. 46. 59. 107, 117. 
The tax collector is not obli~ed to take payment of a given tax in install

ment.'1i. SH}'erS \". O'Connor, 124 M. 259. 

SEC. 54. (4050) Within one week after the time specified 
in his warrant the township treasurer or other collecting offi
cer shall pay to the county treasurer all State and county 
taxes collected, and within the same time shall make his state
ment of unpaid taxes upon real and personal property as re
quired in the following section: 

History:-Am. IS97, p. 288. Act 225. Imd. Elf. May 29; C. L. '97, 3877; Am. 
1901, p_ 278, Act 193. Elf. Sept. 5. . 

A collcdor who has received state and county taxes is required to pay the 
sums received over to the county treasurer in the absence' of legal protest from 
lax-payers and cannot retain it on his claim that the collection w!'" illegal 
or irregular.-Berrien Co. Treasurer v. Baunbury. 45 M. 79. TownshIp orders 
received in the township treasury as money must he accounted for as money 
received.-Byles v. Golden Township, 52 M_ 612. 

Where on·e whose duty it is to collect and pay to the proper authorities 
municipal taxes, by mistake pays .,to the county treasurer a sum which should 
have been paid to the cit}· treasurer it is held that he may proceed by man.da-. 
mus, in his individual name, to compel the c.ounty treasurer to make restltn
tion.-Webster v. Wheeler. 1\9 M. 601. 

Mandamus will not lie to con'pel county tl'easurer to refund taxes unlawfully 
levied if there is any issue involved which should go to a jury.-Byles v. Golden 
Township, 52 M_ 612. 

In ca~e of taxes voluntarily paid, but regarding which there is an irregu
larity or any want of authority to assess or levy, amount received should be 
paid ove!' the same as it' no Auch irregularity 01' want of ~uthority existerl.-
41U C. L. 'IS. 

See Sees. 42, 44. 

ON THE RETUR~ OF DELINQUEXT TAXES. 

SEC. 55. (4051) If the township treasurer 01' other collect
ing officer shall be unable to collect any of the taxes on hill 
roll, assessed on real property. he shall make a statement of 
the same with a full and perfect description of such property, 
as assessed upon said roll, with the several taxes assessed 
upon each parce-l thereof, which statement shall be verified by 
the affidavit of such treasurer or collector that such taxes 
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I'emain unpaid. and that he haM not. upon diligent inquiry, 
!wen alll(· to diM('o\'el' any ~oodM or chattels liable to pay such 
.. umK \\,h('reupon hp ('ould le\'~' the M~me. The said treasurer Re~urn of 
(,I' colll'ctor "hall alMo lIIakl' a Mtatl'ment Mhowing the taxes. :::~~~1nt 
npon IWI'Moual PI'OPt'I't,\' I'pmainin~ unpaid. and the names of taxes. 
the pel'MOnK a~ainMt whom alo!MI'MMpd. and the amount against 
('ach; and in Mill'll Mtatelllent Mhall. M(·t fOl'th the amount of all \'~rification. 
IIIl11l1'yll ('(,I1I'('tl'd by hilll nn aC('lIlInt of taxp8. which 8tatement 
.. hall bp \'pI'itit'd ":v the affida\'it of Mlleh tl'pasnrer. in which. 
Ill' IIhall Mtatt· in MilhMtan('p that tllP MIIIIIM mpntioned in ·such 
Mtah'III('lIt aM III1('ollt·(,tl'd I'l'main IInpaid: that he has not upon 
diJi~pllt i IIIJlI il',\'. Iw('n a"It' to diM('()\'pl' any goods or chattels 
11('lon~ill~ to tilt' PI'I'MOII lia"lp to pay Milch MllmM whereupon 
III' cnuld It·\·,\' tI\(' Malllt'. alld that thl' amount of moneys col-
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lI·c1I·d IIy him IIpon MlIt'h tax roll is truly stated therein. The .County tress
('nunt~' trl'aMurl'r Mhall immediately compare such statements :~p:~:.11 . 
with till' Maid tax roll. alld if h(' findR the same to be correct, . 
III' MIIIIIl add to ('lll"h of tIlI'm a ('el'titieate showing that he lias Certificate. 
I'xalllirlt'd and ('olllpal'ed MlIl'h statpmentR with the Raid tax roll 
and fOlllld thl'lII ('''''I'I·('t. and shall till' RIWh RtatementR in his 
onk,': PrrJl"i(/('(/, That tIll' ('O\lIIty trl'aRllrer Rhall. at the time When county 
of makillg Mill'll l'nmpal'iMOII. and at 110 other time. reject any ~~'j:~r~x~ay 
tax IIpon an,V land whil'h Mhall han' heen twiN' aS8p88('d. or 
"1'011 lilly 1'111'('(,1 whil'h Mhall hp MO erroneollM1y or defectively 
,It'M('I'illt'd UpOIl tIlP tllX roll that it cannot he correctly and 
"I1Mily IlM('prtailll'd, Thp ('lI\lIIty tl'pa8111'er 8hall gi\'e to the Receipt to 
tnwlIMhip tr"I1Ml1rl'r 11 rp(,l'ipt. statin~ thp amoullt of moneys collector. 
paid to him hy MI\('h trpl1MUrpr. for whil'h thp town8hip shall 
rl'('('h'p II ('r('dit on the IHlOkM of the cOllnty treaMurl'r. and he Collector'S 
Mhall nlMo J:in. thl' tmnlMhip trl'llMllrl'r a statl'ment of all taxl'N voucher. 
rl·jt·('ted by him. thl' I1mOlrnt of (It'linqllent tax('s returned, and 
tlU' Ilmlllrnt of any ullpaid hlXl'M on pprMoDal property. which 
rt·('I·illt and· Mtatl'D1I'ntM Mhnll he tilt' nll1l'hprll of MllI'h tl'paSllrer 
IIf tIlt' IIDlOlllltK M)lI'('ifil'd thprl'in, 

HI.lory :-e. I .. 'D7. 107 •• 
Tht> t'f"'Rlilllrf"r'. rt"turn or df'linqllf'nt land .. mmrt ctf'M'ribe the lands 8S the)' 

",. d"",.'ritwti on tile' tax roll. Heo hallt no Ruthority to change the descrip
Uonll tn Rny p"rtl,'ulftr. The de8<"rlption" flhould be entered on his return 
i,. tht- nnmr,irnl orn ... , or the .ertionfl follo,,'ed by deM'riptions in ('itie.~ and 
tltf'ttf' hy dPtlCription. in Villll.fOli. it nllY. eon('lufiing with platted lands not in 
,''''pnratf' limit.. if an)', If pnrt pa)'mf'nt uf the taxeR hM been made the 
, .. turn .. hunlet not Indtulf' tht' lItS" " .. hh-h havf' been paid or the part of the 
11~'rlptuUl on .·hi ... h aJl the tas~ have lJH'n pairl. 

('it)' t, .. "MUffln hRW'fO no mort" allthority for withholding' their returm' after 
MRr4.-h I Ihan have' townflhlp trt".umre-r". 

A "'turn "'lIh-h I. neilhf'r fli~nf'ft by the ("ollectot nor verifted by his oath 
1 ... ltI to "" IIn .. mrlftl anr! o( no 1 ... " .. 1 vRlue.-L:plon v. Kennedy, 16 M. 215. Fail
un" of t .. ""Rfllhip tre'lUIlirer to yt"rif,. his return of delinquent tas land is fatal 
In ."I ... -St-,·muur y. I'rien. 17 M. 'U. 

,,'ailll'" of thl! town,.hip trt"IlIfiUrer. In makin. hi. return to the ("()nnty treas.
ur .. r fnr unpaid bu.l"". to mAke " "worn .. tatement required by IRW relative to 
tiUt'h lin ..... "'IUI nut fat,,1 .nou.h to prevent the rolledion of taxes.-Robinsoll 
' .. TNh ... r, ••• M. 787. 

\\'tM're Ih. tn'W'n!llhip treWUll'e'r'lI return d0e8 not show that personal demand 
".,. .. nuul. fur tilt' tau"8. but wna In .tatutory form. held 8ufftdent. as if personal 
tlrllu .. ut ..... n ........... "r'· it mUlit be- preMlIrned to have been nuule.-DickiMOn v. 
"~)·lh.lot., •• !II. U.. Rt'lurn o( 1"8bilily to nod the perllOnsl property In 
~iun .f the J)t""rtlOft (·har.f'lIbl .. with pa)Fment of lase. is a condition pre
t't"·.t"'nt tu II "HUll lillie. And in the Ilt.rn("e of 8ueh return the existence of liuch 
pt'1",m_1 prope-rty may bt' alto"'o tu defellt lm("h Mle.-Tompkins v. Johnson. 
1$ W .• ".. K.rturn uf t311:f'. maclr before the rxplration ot time tor mllkin~ the 
"'turn tM IMI "'")8" to Ihe tas-Pll)'r-r. WhOfle right to make pa)'ment after the 
r~l"rD .. II ... 88m ..... ""(o ..... -J)renoan v. Bierlein, .. M. 272; Sheft'erly'v. Auditor 
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GENERAL TAX LAW 

General, 120 M. 455. Pr .. mature return does not affect the jurisdiction or void 
the decree.-Conley v. McMillan, 119 M. 694. III Bailey v. Haywood, 70 M. 188, 
it was held that premature return by township treasurer renders sales therefor 
void; but this holding was under a law that provided for office cbarges after the 
lands were returned. • 

One who hail purchased the equity of red .. mption of mortgaged lands after 
a tax had been assessed thereon had personal property on the land that the 
collector falsely returned' nulla. bona. and Jhe tax became a. lien on the land 
from whkh the owner of the mortgage ha to redeem after foreclosure. Held, 
tha.t the latter had a. right of action at common law against the collector 
for injury resulting to him in being compelled to redeem from the tax sale.
Raynesford v. Phelps, 43 M. 342. A tax sale for a void tax does no such injury 
to a mortga,gee as will sustain an action against the tax collector for dama,ges; 
and in such a. suit the collector is not estopped by his return from showing 
that the' tax waS void.-Raynesford v. Phelps, 49 M. 315. 

County treasurer is not authorized to pass upon irregularties in returns. 
but is required to accept returns from city when made as charter provides.
City of Jackson v. Jackson County Treasurer, 117 M. 305. But he, should 
reject all erroneous descriptions as provided in this section. This he must 
do -at the time of the compa.rison, and should not include the rejected descrip
tions in' his transcript sent to the Auditor Genera.!. 

In a suit to collect a personal tax, where the defendant claimed that the town
ship treasurer had omitted to file the affidavit and statement, hut there was 
testimony disputing the contention, the issue was one of fact for the jury.
Twp. of Deep River v. Van Antwerp, 174 M. 19. 

VILLAGE TAXES: Renewal of warrant for collection of village taxes by 
order of council is valid though made after expiration of warrant.-Village 
taxes not invalidated by reason of president extending warrant to October 7, 
when council ,has authorized its renewal to· a later da.te.-Lumber Co. v. 'Village 
of Oscoda, 97 M. 221. No formal notification to the officer to whom the war
rant is directed is necessary to a valid extension of it.-Griswold v. Union 
School District, 24 M. 262. 

Town treasurer must account for the full amount of the tax roll either in 
money or the return of unpaid taxes. A township must make good the amount 
of the default of its trea.surer.-Oceana County v. Hart Township, 48 M. 819. 
Statement of collector under oath of all moneys received is required to secure 
an accurate accounting of all the moneys in the collector's hands, and has no 
reference to the return of lands for delinquent taxes.-Tweed v. Metcalf, 4 M. 579. 

See Sees. 56, 112. 
" --.....a-:- -~,.- - __ ~ ............. __ ~.-z -. 

SEC. 56. (4052) The county treasurer shall thereupon in
dorse the fact of such settlement on the bond of the township 
or city treasurer, which indorsement shall operate as a, dis
<:harge of the treasurer and his sureties from the obligation 
thereof, unless the return of such treasurer is incorrect, in 
,yhich case such bond shall continue in force, and such treas
urer and his sureties shall be liable thereon for all damages 
occasioned by such incorrect returns; and the township treas
urer shall immediately deposit his tax roll with the county 
treasurer, who shall file and preserve the same in his office, 
and which said roll or a duly certified copy thereof shall, for 
all purposes, in all courts, suits and proceedings, be taken, 
held and used as evidence, in the same manner and with like 
effect as the original roll. The county treasurer shall give the 
township or city treasurer a statement of all the personal 
taxes which remain uncollected, taken from the return of the 
latter, with a' warrant authorizing 'him or his successor to 
collect them according to law, and thereafter such treasurer 
or his successor shall have the same power to collect such 
taxes as under the original warrant. 

History:-C. L. '97, 8879. 
City and township treasurers required to pay to the county treasurer the 

full amount of the tax levy upon personal' property whether it has been col
lected or not.-City of Muskegon v. County of Muskegon, 128 M. 272. 

County treasurer cnn only issue supplemental warrant upon town trensurer 
filing the verified statement provided for (Sec., 55), which lIlust strictly ~'()n
form to the statutory }·equirements.-Township of Port Huron v. Potts, 78 M. 
485. Where township treasurer fails to make return of unpaid personal taxes, 
county treasurer's warrant is void and no actiop. can be maintained by town
ship to collect although regularly assessed. and parment promised.-Bangor v. 
Transportation Co .. 106 M. 223. Warrant is absolutely void where no verified 
return has been made to the county treasurer as required hy Sec. 55.-North
western Cooperage and Lumber Co. v. Scott, 128 M. 857'1 
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If ttw,., I •• balance due the State. 88 there may be from a failure to coll .... t 
the tull amount of lbe penoonal lax. Ihe county mUllt make it 1OOd. as was held 
in Cily ot Musk"",n Y. Counl,. of MUlIkegon. IU M. 272.-Audilor General v. 
8011. IU M. IU. 

s..-.. !~U-U C. L. 1115. providing for Ihe collection of personal taxes b)' 
tiN' trt-a.urer of the vilJal'e by 8uit or le\'Y in the name of the village. confers the 
ri.ht or action on the vill~ slleor the return of the warrant. where no suit or 
If'v" I ... tJH.n nuule by the tr(lasurer durinc the life of the warrant.-Village of 
(·hel .... v. Holm ... eI al.. 117 M. 1U5. 

SEC. 57. (40~) When any county treasurer ~hall receive ~:'~i ~n'!.f 
rrom a tnwntlillp treasurer a statement of unpaid taxes, to- delinqulnt 
gether with a list of the lands on which the same are delin- taxes. 
quent, "erified according to law, such county treasurer shall 
('ntE'r the same at lE'ngth on the books in his office, provided 
ror that purposE', and he shall make a transcript of all the 
dE'fowriptionM of land returnE'd 3R delinquent for unpaid taxes, 
C'xc'E'pt lIuch aM may ha"e bPen rE'jected by him, with the several 
taxps aMseHsE'd upon lIuch de!1criptions respectively, which 
traoscript shall be compared by the county clerk with the 
IItah'ment of the county treasurer. and if the county clerk 
findll it to be a true tranMcl'fpt thereof, be sball add to it a Certificate of 

rC'rtificate that lie has. upon careful examination, found it :;o~~t~r~':'k 
c·orrc'ct. Such transcript, 110 made. compared and certified, script. 

"hall be forwarded by the county trE'asurer to the Auditor ~~~~~r to 

GC'neral. by the first day of :Uay nE'xt after the return of such General. 

IItatement: but 8ueh transcript shall be receivable at any time 
d1\rin~ said month of lIay, and the Auditor General is hereby 
IInthorizE'd, wh(>n in hi" jud~ment it may be deemed expedi-
('nt. to ext(>nd the time in which said transcript shall be re-
tnrnE'd to him. 

lIIotor)' :-Am. 1 •• 7. p. !O ••. ~ct !~5. lind. Elf. May %9: C. L. '97. 8880. 
('nunt, ('If'rk not rf'qllirf'4:1 to f'f'rtifv to township trenRlJre,'S returns to county 

he,umr~r. hut to the 8lYUrAC)' of 'he county treasurer's transcript to the Audi~ 
'ur fiof'n ... ,al,-Jtunt Y. ChApin. 42 M. t4. 

In an arlion to ("harl'e rounty t~a.~lIrer on hilt honrl with failure of duty 
'" nllt 1'or.'lIrl1ln« to the Auditor {'rneral Ii~u o( df"linQuent tax lands it is 
in,,-"mbe'hf to _hoW' til'" the tranlk"riph. "'ere nnt forwarded within 8 re-8-
.'"Ahle timta aftl"'r actual r("turn to thl' trea~urer hy the coliectorR.-Super
,I .. on of HOII«htun v. lt~ •• , M. 4JfI. MandRlnUl~ ",ill not be granted to com
JM'I ."u.1110r fieneral to r~h'e trRn~ript "'hieh I" not forwarded "'ithin the 
.'atutnry .,.,rtud. "·lwtheor or not Amtitor Genfral might in his discretion 
An:'1"'pt rdllrn_ 'o",'ar(l~ Inter theore hi nothinlf In the statute makinr it hiA: 
.Iut, tn do ..., or ronff'rrinlE' on tlw oounty the riltht to demand crerlit upon 
Ib ac:"eOunt .'ith the St,.t~ for thf' amount of 8u('h belated returns.-Houghton 
l·ollnty .~ Andltor (ie-Of'rRJ. ad M. 171-

Count, trHA"rf"'" traruN"ript to Auditor Gt>nernl .. hould not inelude any 
1"",10 or t ..... rrjectf'd by him (S«. 5.~). nor any personal taxes. It should be 
for.·.rdf'd ••• oon 8t1 h, prRCticobJe after ,.eturoM to him. At the same time 
he fiihould return a trnnlk"ript or all land. returned for villa.-e (corporation) 
tin,... Tlwre I. no ad,·anta.e in "'turninl' the latter before the regular re
t"rnt' .~ maet,. . 

. "11 Janfl" and an tax ... thf'reon ,.turned to theo munty t ... rumrer (ex<"f'pt 

~~i;1 '!!~';'! ~t. h~":ldrl':,rP~o';~!~:I.lnwi::l,e:5)ih:~~~: ;:.,"Iu~~~~ ib'ef~~~ t:,~,::; 
t .. ....,rlpt .. f ...... rdf'd or noL 

SEC. 58. ( ,105-&) Arter th(> rt'turn of lands for uopaid taxes County trea&

tht' ccmnty trC'8Murer ill authorizC'd to rec(>h'e, under like pro- :i:e ~esr ... 
,'isioDs a8 in lI(>ction fifty-three of this act. the amounts of the . 
,,('vera I tax(>8 or any of thE'm du(>, and the board of supervisors 
in each county may authorize notice to b(> giwn to all delin-
qut'nt tax'paYE'rR so far as known. The county treasurer 
.. hall iSllut' triplicate r(>c(>iptll for all such taXeH receivt'd by 
him, whirh "hall be count(>r!oli~ned by the county clerk, one 
of 811Ch triplicatt' rC'ceipts shall be delh'(>red to the person 
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paying ·the taxes, one filed in the office of the county treas
urer, and one of such triplicates shall be left with said clerk, 
who shall make an entry of the number and amount for which 
{'very such receipt was given, with the name and postoffice 
address of the person paying such taxes in a book provided 
for that purpose, and -shall on the first Monday of each month 
forward all such receipts to the Auditor General, in such man
ner as he may direct; all receipts issued under the provisions 
of this section shall be consecutively numbered, beginning 
with number one on the first of each calendar year: Provided, 
That if any description of land is held by the State subject 
to sale as State tax land, the county treasurer shall not be 
authorized to receive the amounts due for years subject to 
payment, where payment thereof is tendered in contemplation 
of an application to the Auditor General to purchase the land 
for ta'xes of prior years as Stat.e tax land under the provisions 
of section eighty-four of this act: Provided further, That 
when payment of the taxes on any parcel or description of 
land or on any undivided share thereof, is made to any county 
treasurer, sai~ treasurer shall place or cause to be placed 
upon the face of the receipt or redemption certificate, the fol
lowing certificate: "I hereby certify that application was 
made to pay all taxes due and payable at this office on the 
description ........................ shown in this receipt. 

Signed ........................ Treas." 

At the time the Auditor General forwards his petition to 
the register in chancery of each county, he shall also send to 
the county treasurer of each county in this State, a sufficient 
number of printed forms to enable said county treasurer to 
notify the owners of all lands included in said petition in 
accordance with the provisions of this section. The cost of 
mailing the notices herein provided for shall be paid to the 
county treasurer out of the general or continj?;ent fund of each 
county on allowance by the board of supervisors or board of 
county auditors: Provided, That failure to receive or serve 
such notice shall not invalidate the proceedings taken under 
the Auditor General's petition and decree of the circuit court. 
in fQreclosure and sale of ~he lands for taxes. 

History:-,-C. L. '07, 3881; Am. 1905. p. 810; Ad 213, Elf. Sept. 16 :-Am. 1913. 
p. 111. Act 76. Elf. Aug. l4;-Am. 19/7. p. 799. Act 320. Elf. Aug. 10. ., 

County clerks should never countersign duplicate receipts in advance. but 
nmst conntersign them aa issued Rnd retain one at that time. There will 
then be no reason why all the duplicates for the month may not be promptl)' 
forwarded to the Auditor General after the close of each ·month. They should 
see that the postoffice address of the person paying is entered on both the 
receipt and the duplicate. 

Section does not authorize pnyment to county treasurer under protE"st and 
recovery by suit against ~'Onnty. Payment to county treasurer under protest 
to secure certificate WIder Sec. 185 is not payment nnder duress and gives 
110 common law right for recovery of amount paid.-Weston v. County of Lnce. 
102 M. 5::6. . . 

This section does not apply to taxes for years where sales are canceled.-
Schulte v. .A uditor General. IBl M. 676. . 

The principle of involuntary pa~'ment of tuxes does not permit the recovery 
of a valid tax paid by the tax-payer. which he is in duty bound to pay. merely 
because of an irregularity in the methorl of collection.-Godkin v. Doyle Town
ship, 148 M. 286. 

Plaintitr owned fifty feet six inches frontage of lot 2 nnd was Rssessed nnd 
paid taxes by a mistake of fact on the west 50.49 feet of lot 2. which included 
a portion of the lot not owned by him. :rhe land not owned by plaintifl' was 
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lIot a~ to tt.. real owner: Hl!ld: That the plaintifr cannot aver a mistake 
of fact reaulli nC' from hili o"'-n nelflect to ("oRSUIt the record and recover the tax 
\oluntaril)" pIljd.-BatetiOD '", Cit" of Detroit. I" M. 5H:!. 

TIMIrr I,. no ritl'ht to rt"<."O\'er II void las. voluntarily paid. from either county 
UI '-'it,.. et"'Pt it br paid to the to,,-nlihip or city treasurer under Sec. 51.--Gage 
~ Cit, of Sa«inaw. I%IJ M. IIM%. 

The rul. that a tal. voluntari),' paid cannot be ret.'Overed back and that the 
tal"·pa,'er ("annot liver a nlidake of the fact which re1lults from his own neglect 
to (.'Un.ult the record i~ too ,,'eJi settled to require extended citation of Buthori· 
tieli. Sfoeo altW> fud Cooley on Taxation (lrd Ed.) p .•• 05 and Lumber Co. \', 
~prin .. fiEold. If Mich. !;;. The in8trudion was ,,·arranted.-Bateson v. City of 
11<>1.0;1, ... M. 5MI. 

Ri .. ht to rt'('O\"er in 8n adion at law tor voluntary payment o( invalid taxes 
fI1l1de by mh.take on the land. B*e88f'rl to defendant. denied and case held ruled 
b,· Bale .... n '. lJel.oll. 141 M. 5.t.-Oat"""n v. Phelps, 145 M. 605. 

Moe alliU IwtN under Sees .• 0 Hnd 51 yoluntary and involuntary payments. 
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HEC'. ;;!I, l !O;;;;) Any perllon may pay the taxes or any Partial 
one IIf tht' 1It'\'t'l'al taxel!, on any pal'cel or description of land payment. 

1·l't1lrnl'll aM aforetlaid, or 011 any ulldh'ided share thereof, with Inter~ and 
illtereMt ,'omllUtl'd thert'on fl'om the firflt day of March next collect. on fee. 

nftl'l' till' Hnme WI'l'e IIMlleMII,'d, lit the ratl' of 0111' pel' cent pel' 
mllnth Ill' fral'1ioll thel'eof, with four pel' cent as a l'ollection 
ff't" to ttll' "lIIlllt)' tl'l'allurer of the l'ounty ill which the lands 
arl' lIitnllft'd. nt allY timl' h,'fOJ'(' they art' sold: Prodded, That Lien for 
"11 all t11'MI'l'iptionM of land on whit-h an)' of the se\'eral taxes expenses. 

r,'main nllpllid IIlI thl' lirllt lillY of Oetoher lIt'xt preceding the 
tilllt' pr"III'rihed for the lIall' thereof, there shall be charged 
1111 alMitiollll1 one dollllr for I'xpellilell nnd which shall there-
after I .. , a 1i1'1I on IIlIid lalld and whl'lI ('olleeted shall belong 
to tilt' J,!f'nl'rlll fUlld of tilt' ~tah', 

IIi.to,.,·:-{'. I.. "7, IHHt:-,'m. 1099. p. 421, .\ct 262, Eft'. Sept. 28;-Am. 1921, 
p. ta, .'''' Iti. RII'. Au«. I". . 

""tte'n NO apPU('IItion ill made to pa)' the taseM on a parcel of land that is 
""'~ ,,·itll orh~r IAnetll in one rlf'8l"ription. the trea8urer should divirle the 
.a"' .... on the fOnt.rt" deflC"ription by the area ot the lanet assessed: tor instance. 
H' fnllr I., •• of eqllal aize IlrC' ~ tOll'ether. the pa)'ment of the taxes on 
noe' lut .ould hf' onf'-fourth of thf' total tax on the four lots: or should a 
hrfOnt)' •• ("rf' part'f"l lind a forty Hcrf' pHrcel I~ ~ed in one description. the 
I,arm .. nt 0' the- ""e-t on thf' twenty scre parcel would be one-third of the total 
hl'l on ttw .. otirf' ...... rlption. Should thfO tr.allurer divide the tax on any other 
t»tM18 he would tK"'l'Ome- pracli('ally an II.MeH80r. whleh the law does not permit.
s.-.. If'U~r "f tht" Auditor nen.rHI. April 15. 1823. 

lilt" ("tutr~ for Intf'rf'tlt and t'xpt"nllf' provirlrd for by See. 5. BII amended by 
,\ ... t 1ft! IIf 1M,. appheA tn .. II t"XfOM unpaid Hnd not merely to those assessed 
aft,., tt~ Amf'ndrnf"nt.-'Wt"hl!rtt"r v. Auditor General. 121 M. CIIIM • 

. \_ to pc"nAlt)' ..... J.ftC"f-"). v. [),nill. , M. Ito. . 
S..e s.-. ... lao II;. 

" •• Tilt: MAU:, 11t:1'.;~II'1'IOS AXil l'OXn:YASCY. 0.' lIELISQl:E;"T TAX 
I,ASIlII, 

I-It:«" fill. HO:;HI .All landM whit-h bl:l\·e h(>t'll 01' may hel'e- Delinquent 

aftl'r IN' rl'turlwd to the .Auditor nl'lwral aM delinquent for ~n:"I:~bject 
hu .... and UpOIl whil'h any taxI'!! 111'(> DOW or IIhall hl'rt'after 
rl'main unpaid, IIfh'r tb"ir rl'turn to the Auditor Gt'Dl'ral un-
d,'r the prm·i1.iollM of thiM al't, Ill' to th(> s(>\·eral county trea!!· 
nrers /If thl' I-Itllte nndl'r till' Jlrcwil.ioDM of Act number 200 
of the Put,li,' ActM of 1891, for the pel'iod of one Yl'ar or more, 
"hall II(> lIuhjl·('t ttl diIlJl"l'ition. lillie and redemption for the 
.'nforc(>DlI'nt and ('olll'('tion of such tax liens, in the method 
IIl1d malllll'r 1111 h"reinaftt'r prO\'ided, In the dillposition aDd Rilrltt to 
,,111(> IIf "Iwh dl'linqnellt tax 11lndM the 1'1'01'11' of the ~tat(> of enfo_ lien. 

llkhiJ,!an "ball he dt'f'lIl1'd to ha\'1' a ,·alid lil'n upon Much landI!, 
with all tbl' riJ,!htM to I'lIfllr('1' the I13mt' alii a pr('ferrl'd or firMt 
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claim up.on such lands, and the rights and choses to enforce 
such lien shall be held and construed by all the courts of this 
State as the prima facie rights of the State, and shall not be 
set aside or annulled except in the manner and for the causes 
herein specified. 

History:-C. L. '97, 3SR3. 
The act, though' altering the time of sale and the period for redemption as 

to lands previously assessed. ,is not open to the objection that it violates the 
pro"isiim of the federal constitution (Sec. 10. Art. I) that no state shall enact 
any law impairing the obligation of contracts. since proceedings for the col
lection of taxes are essentially in invitum, and do not presuppose the existence 
of any contract relation: nor doe.. the act contlict with the provision of the 
state constitution (Sec. 32. Art. VI) that no person shall be deprived of his 
property without due process of law.-Muirhead v. Sands, 1I1 M. 486. 

Proceedings to collect taxes are usually proceedings in rem. The fact that 
the statnte authorizes these proceedings to be taken in a court of equity does 
not make them any the less proceedings in rem. The property alone is described 
in the petition. Every ODe knows that his land is subject to taxation: everyone 
is presumed to know the law. If lle fails to pay he must be held to know that 
proceedings will be taken to enforce these taxes against his land and not against 
him personally. If not paid he knows that his property will be advertised and 
sold under a decree in chancery. without reference or further notice to the 
owner of the land or to the person against whom it is or may be assessed.-
Dumphy v. Hilton. 121 M. 315. ' 

Section not inconsistent with Sec. 125.-Muirhead v. Sands. III M. 487. 
When a tax-payer paid a part of a tax.' which was thereafter returned to 

him by the collector on the tax-payer's inability to pay the balance before 
the expiration of the time when the tax must either have heen paid or the 
land returned for delinquent taxes, such payment did not affect the State's 
lien on the land for' the entire tax, nor invalidate a sale of the land for the 
sorne.-Sayers v. O'Connor, 124 M. 256 . . 

See Sec. 138. 

OF THE NOTICE AND LISTS OF LANDS TO BE SOLD. 

SEC. 61. (4057) In sufficient time before the time fixed 
herein for tlle annual tax sale, the Auditor General 'shall pre
pare and file in the office of the county clerk in each county in 
which lands are to be sold under the provisions of this act, 
a petition addressed to the circuit court for said county in 
chancery, stating therein by apt reference to lists or schedules 
annexed thereto a description of all lands in such county upon 
which taxes have remained unpaid for more than' one year 
after they were returned as delinquent, and the total amount 
of snch taxes, with interest computed thereon to the first day 
of May following the filing of said petition, and a collection 
fee of four per cent extended separately against each parcel 
of land, and he shall include with and add to such total 
amount against each parcel, one dollar for, expenses. Such 
petition shall pray a decree in favor of the State of Michigan 
against said land fo!, the payment of the several amounts so 
specified therein, and in default. thereof that such lands be 
f;old, It shall be signed by the Auditor General and need not 
be otherwise verified, and shall be deemed equivalent to a bill 
in chancery to enforce the lien for such taxes, interest and 
charges, averring their' validity, that they have not been paid, 
and praying for a sale to pay such lien. Lands heretofore or 
hereafter bid off in the name of the State and thus held, and 
on which taxes have been assessed, subsequent to the tax 
for which such lands were sold and purchased by the State, 
shall be included in such petition for all such subsequent taxes 
which have remained nnpaid for more than one year after 
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they were returned as delinquent. The petition shall be in a 
substantial record book, with the lists of lands and taxes 
annexed following the same therein. Such record shall be Fo~,,! of 
ruled with appropriate columns, one containing a description petition. 

of the lands with columns for the total amount of taxes, in· 
terest and charges claimed due on each parcel of land oppo· 
site thereto; also with blank columns, one with heading: 
"Parts of descriptions paid before sale or withheld;" another, 
"By whom paid;" another, "Amount paid before sale;" an
other, "Amount decreed against lands;" another, "Special 
orders;" another, "Interest in each parcel sold;" another, 
"Name of purchaser;" another, "Address of purchaser;" an
other, "Numb£'r of certificate;" another, "Remarks." The 
Auditor General may add such other columns as he may find 
neceFlllary. The word "petition" shall be construed to include 
the lists annexed thereto. Said record shall be called "Tax Tax record . 

. Record." Parts of descriptions of land upon which taxes are 
paid before sale, or which are withheld from sale, the amount 
paid on taxes before sale, the amount of taxes, interest and 
charges decreed against lands, special orders made by the 
court relating to any parcel of land or any tax, the interest 
in each parcel of land sold, the name of each purchaser and 
his address, and the number of certificate of sale shall be en· 
h>red in said record under their appropriate headings, oppo, 
Rite to the description of lands affected thereby. 

HllItory:-Am. IAD7, p. 2RI. Ad 225, Imd. Ell'. May 20;-<:. L. '07, 8884;-Am. 
I>". p. 4n. Art 162. Eft'. Sept. 23. 

('upy c' Pf"titiun fonnrt in rounty f'1t'rk's flIeR cannot be considered as the 
r,rl .. lnttl pf."titinn wllf'n the propt"r petition Is in county treasurer's office.
Rl1rnum Y. Dnrnt"fI, JlIiI M. 266. "'hen" the petition is produced from the county 
trPA .. urf."r'. offire nn .. ' otht"r pnpers IncludInq' the order ot publication which 
",.,t.r r""Ur. the fnd of the fllinR' of the petition are produced from the clerk'. 
omr .. It "'111 he pr.8umrtl that the petition wa. med with the elerk and that 
lht- 'nllllr. to mark it Roll Ult-d WB~ B (,Iericol omission.-Mann v. Carson, 120 M. 681. 

A (l(I("r .... fur the ~Rle of IAmis for clt-linquent taxes including a charge or 
"f"H~nh' ("~lIh for "nd"f'rtlsinsr and other expenses." is valid; the limitation 
ill lI ..... tinn 85 o( "" (,t'ntfl for toRch dt"Scription applies only to the amount 
to he poilt '0' prtntlnl' the ad\'ertisf'ment.-Sa)·ers v. O·Connor. 124 M. 250. 

1 he AtHllt"r r. .. nt",nl In II pl"tition for the sale of JAnde for delinqnent taxes 
I,.d no riwht lI ... fnr .. om.n,hn.nt of 18DB) to Include In the petition land. pre
.i .. ".ly '01,1 anti held hy the Stat .. 08 State tax lon<l.. Following Conn. Mutual 
!.Ife In •. Co. v. Wood. 115 M. U4.-Aztec Copper Co. v. Auditor General, 125 
Ill. 815. 

I.RIHt. rtplinqupnt 'or drnln tax •• may be bid oll' by the State In accordance with 
111(1' prmdclo'il of tht" tox Inw.-Rumtilt"y v. Griffin et aI., ]88 M. 418. 

The ""bli.l ... tI noti .... of heRrtn .. of "/lIe. for unr,ald taxes whereby the IRnd 
In " cit), I" U"tf'd unrlt"r one hea'" and the land n the same town~hip as the 
rlty I. 1101.,1 under the heRd of the township, I. not de'ectlve.-Smlth et al. v. 
Auditor ('p"e,al .. , nl .. 18~ M. &R2. 

Snl .. helt! nut .uhJ .... t tB eanrellatlon fBr Insumeteney of Interest where sub
orquent fear had been 80ld under valid proeeedlngs.-Horton v. Helmholtz, 140 
M. U7. 
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SEC. 61 (a). (-10;)8) As soon as the Auditor General's pe· When county 

titi?n, W.ith a list of delinquent ta.x . lands is fi~ed ~ith the ~~~~~re~et'n_ 
feglst£'r ID chancery under the pro\'JslOns of section slXty-one quent blx
of this act and not le"s than thirty days before the date fixed payer. 

for the annual tax sale. the county treasurer of each county 
in this State shall notify the owner or owners of each piece or 
Jlarc('1 of land upon which taxes are then delinquent, and 
which are 8ubjf'ct to sale at the next ensuing annual tax sale 
by mailing to the last known address of such owner or own· 
('rll. a notice in substantially the form prescribed below. Said 
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notice shall be sent to such owner or owners, directed to their 
last known postoffice address by registered mail with return 
receipt demanded, with postage fully prepaid thereon: 

Office of the County Treasurer of ...... County Michigan. 
Sir: 

You are hereby notified that the annual tax sale of lands 
for delinquent taxes of nineteen hundred .............. and 
prior years for the county of ...................... will be 
made at the 'county treasurer's office of said county at the 
county seat of said county, on the ........ day of May, nine-
teen hundred ............ you appear to be the owner of the 
following descriptions of land upon which taxes appear to 
be unpaid as below stated. 

Description of land: 
. "." .................................................... . 

Amount of delinquent taxes unpaid for the year nineteen 
hundred .................... $.............. If the taxes 
on the above mentioned lands are not paid by you prior to 
the date upon which said sale is to be held, then said lands 
will be sold for the taxes above stated. 

Very truly yours, 

County Treasurer. 

Printed forms, At the time the Auditor General forwards his petition to 
~~~i:. . the register in chancery of each county, he shall also send to 

the county treasurer of each county in this State, a sufficient 
number of printed forms to enable said county treasurer to 
notify the owners of all lands included in sa~d petition in 
accordance with the provisions of this section. The cost of 
mailing the notices herein provided for shall be paid to .the 
county treasurer out of the general or contingent fund Of 

Proviso. 

Duty of cir
cuit judge 
lind county 
clerk. 

'each county on allowance by the board of supervisors or board 
of county auditors: Provided, That failure to receive or 
serve such notice shall not. invalidate the proceedings taken 
under the Auditor General's petition and decree of the cir
cuit court, in foreclosure and sale of the lands for taxes. 

History:-Added 1905. p. 839. Act 284. Eft'. Sellt. 16;-Am. 1913. p. 76. Act 52. 
Jo~ft', Aug. 14. 

SEC. 62. (4059) It shall be the duty of the county clerk, 
on the filing of said petition, to at once present the same to 
the circuit judge of the county in which said delinquent tax 
lands are situated, and it shall be the duty of said circuit 
judge to make an order in the form herein prescribed, which 
order, when so made and signed by the circuit judge, shall be 
countersigned by the county clerk as register in chancery, and 
recorded by him in the proper books of his office, and there
upon it shall be the duty of said county clerk to immediately 
make a true copy of said order, and transmit the same to the 
Auditor General. Said order shall be substantially in the 
following form: 
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The circuit court for the county of ..................... . 
in chancery. 

In tbe matter of the petition of ....................... . 
Auditor General of the State of Michigan, for and in behalf of 
Mid State, for the sale of certain lands for taxes assessed 
thereon: On reading and filing the petition of the Auditor 
General of the State of lIichigan, praying for a decree in 
favor of tbe State of Micbigan, against each parcel of land 
therein deFicribed, for tbe amounts therein specified, claimed 
to be due for taxes, interest and charges on each such parcel 
of land, and tbat such lands be sold for the amounts so 
eIaimed by the State of Micbigan. It is ordered tbat said 
petition will he hrougbt on for hearing and decree at the 
. . . . . . . . . . .. term of tbis court, to be held at .............. , 
in tbe county of .............. , State of Michigan; on the 
........ day of .............. A. D. 18. . .. at the opening 
of the court on that day. and that all persons interested in 
FlHch lands or any part tbereof, desiring to contest the lien 
('laimed thl'reon by the State of lIichigan. for such taxes, 
interl'st and charges, or any part thereof, shall appear in said 
court, and fiJI' witb tbe clerk thereof, acting as register in 
("hancery. their objections tbereto, on or before the first day 
of the term of this court above mentioned, and tbat in default 
th('rl'of tbe Flame ,,·m be tak('n as confessed and a decree will 
he taken and ent('red as prayed for in said petition. And it 
i~; further ordered that in pursuance of said decree the lands 
II(,Flcribed in Flaid petition for which a decree of sale shall 
he mad(', will be sold for the Fleveral taxes, interest and 
r'harg('s th('r('on as determined by such decree, on the first 
TneMday in May ther('aft('r, beginning at ten o'clock a. m., on 
Flaid day, or on the day or days subMequent thereto, as may 
11(' necellsary to ('ompll'te the sale of lIaid lands and of each 
lind every parcel ther('of, at the office of the county treasurer, 
or at fluch convenient place as shall be selected by him at 
the county sellt of the county of ................. State of 
Mir'higan: and tbat the Male then and there made will be a 
"ublic 11111('. ond each parcel d(,Mcribed in the decree shall 
he separat('ly expo!'ed for lIale for the total taxes, interest 
and chargell, and the flaIl' shall be made to the person paying 
the full amount charg('d againFlt such parcel, and accepting 
II com'eyance of the IImalIellt undivided fee simple interest 
therein; or, if no person will pay the taxes and charges and 
take a com'eyance of leRI! than the entire tbereof, then the 
whole parcel Rhall be offered and sold. If any parcel of land 
cannot tl(' flold for taxeFl, intereRt and charges, such parcel 
Flhall he IlllFllled over for the time being. and shall, on the 
"ucc('f'ding day. or hfofore the cloMe of the Mal(', be reoffered, 
lind if, on IIlIch Rt>Cond offer, or during Ruch sale, the same can
not he flold for tbe amount aforesaid. the county treasurer 
IIhall bid off tbe same in the name of the State. 

Form of 
order of 
hearing. 
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Witness'the Hon ..... :':.; ......................... , circuit 
judge, and the seal of .said (circuit) court of ............. . 
county, this .......... day of., ............... A. D. 18 ... . 

............... •••••• 0 .... "' 

Countersigned, 
Circuit Judge. 

0." .................. 0""." •• , 

Register. 
HistorY:-Am. 1895, p. 294, Act 154; Elf. Aug. 80;- Am. 1897, p. 285, Act 

225, Imd. Elf. May 29; C. L. '97, 3885;-Am. 1899, p. 424, Act 262, Elf. Sept. 23. 
The order of hearing is not required to be takeu in open court and there 

is no reason why county clerks should wait for the court to convene before 
plesenting the .petition. The judges should be advised of" the facts "at once" 
upon the filing of the petition. The filing' of the petition and every order made 
should be promptly recorded in the chancery records. A certified copy of the 
order of hearing should be promptly forwarded to the Auditor General. 

Court may make· a valid order to take the place of a void one, providing the 
valid order is made in time and follows the requirements of the statute.'-
Haven v. Owen, 121 M. 51." . • " 

County clerk's sureties liable for his failure. to enter and record all orders, 
etc., and to faithfully perform the iluties imposed upon him by law.-2432 C. L. '15 ... 

Bearing must be at a term qj court .subsequent to that in which petitio,!. " 
is filed, and when fixed for the same term no jurisdiction is acquired to enter# 
decree.-Ledyard v. Auditor General, 121 M.· 56; also Tromble v. Bolfman, 130 
M. 67. But may be at a special term held subsequent to filing of petition.~ee 
Roberts Y. Loxley, 121 M. 63. 

Statutory notice as to place .. of sale sufficient.-Clark v. Moyer. 5 M. '462; 
Wisner v. Davenport, 5 M. 501. Statutory form of order of hearing sufficient.
Waldron v. Auditor General, 109 M;' 231. If at the time of filing the petition 
the county treasurer has any proper reason for selecting a place of sale at 
the county seat other than his office the judge should be so advised, and in 
such case the name of the place selected may be substituted in order of hear
ing for the words "at the .office of the county treasurer, tI but if this is done. 
the words "or at such convenient place. etc.," should not be stricken out. 

Section 62 of the tax law requires an order of hearing in petitions for the sale 
of taxes to be entitled substantially in the form:. "In the matter of the' 
petition of the State of Michigan for the sale of certain lands for taxes' assessed 
thereon." Held: That a petition, entitled "In the matter of the petition ot 
Stanley W. Turner, Auditor General of the State of Michigan, for and in behalf 
of said State for the sale of certain lands for' taxes assessed thereon" is a sub
stantial compliance with the statute.-Goodell v. Auditor General, 143 M. 246. 

SEC. 63. (4060) The newspapers in which such order and 
petition are to be publishe(l shall be .Jlesignated by the Audi:. 
tor General on or before the first day of September in each 
and every year, and not afterwards, unless the publisher of 
the paper so designl!-tedshall fail ~to accept such designation 
within fifteen~ays after the same is made, or shall refuse or 
neglect to publish and print s~ch order and petition, or un
'less, from any other cause, sU(;h publication shall become im
practicable; in which case' the 'Auditor General shall desig-· 
nate some other paper for that purpose before the time lim
ited for commencing such. pUblication: Provided, That in 
counties where .one· oJ' .more. newspapers have been printed .. 
and published more than one year priOi' to such designation 
[of] one of such papers,shall be designated for the publication 
herein required. . 

History :-Am. 1897~ p . .e"l!o,. Act 225; Imd. Elf. ~i':'Y 29 ;-C. I.. '97, 3886. . 
The requirement of the recording of the court's order is not jurisdictional 

so as to invalidate the tax sale proceedings on account of a failure to record 
it at length.-Burns v. Ford, 124 M. 274. . 

No provision for any record of. designation.-WalClron v. Auditor Gen
eral, 109 M. 231. The fact that neither the 'notice nor the affidavit of publica
tion show affirmatively that Auditor General desi~nated paper· cannot be urged 
as objection to jurisdiction. Statute requires ~ neither. When petition is signed 
by Auditor General it wili be presumed thlr,t he authorized publication where 
it appears.-Walts v. Bublitz, 99 M. 580. . . . , 

The regularity of tax proceedings is not aft'ected by the fnct that the order 
of the Auditor General. designating the ne,Yspaper in which the proceedings 
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.~ul,d be _published. is matJt: prillr tj) th(> till1t' that the petition is filed.
'" IUun l'. Keith. l~l M. 66. 

~". to powt!'r of r~HK'ation of (t ..... i:mation !O.("t> Ft.:"athe-rl)' v. Auditor General. 
~hdl. M4ndamWJ l'aM:":"I, 1";?7; Bru\ul '", Auditor tieueral, Mich. Mandamus 
lA.~. IU~"'. 

1 ~ published notice of bearing of sales for unpaid taxes whereby the land in 
!' l·~ty i. "~tt"d lIlItit!r OUt" head allli the land in the same township as the city 
II h8tN ullder the ht'ad of the township, is nut defective.---8mith et al. v. Auditor 
(jpneoral f't aI., 138 M. 5~:!. 

t'ubllcalion in ,mpplement held to be a compliance with the Jaw.-\\'ilkins v. 
Keith. h'l M. Jd6: ~JUIIO '., ('arson. 110 M. 631. 
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SEC. 6-1. (tOG!) In case there is no paper published in ?ublicat!on 
such county, or if from any cause no paper can be secured in ~~e~ls~lD 
any county to publh;h sUl:h order aud petition, the Auditor 
General shall caUt;e such order and petition containing the 
list of lands delinquent for taxes to be printed in proper form 
for general distrilmtion, ,and shall furnish the county treas· 
urer with such number of the same as may be necessary to 
furnish each yoter at the last general election in said county 
with one copy. and such county treasurer shall distribute the County treas
order and l,etition in such manner that copies thereof may ~';it~t~ d,., 
hecome puhlic in e,'ery township in said county, and shall post 
or cause to be posted three copies in. three public places in 
each township, and shall file affidavit of the posting and dis, Proo~ of, 
tribution of the same in the usual form in the office of said dIstrIbutIOn. 
county treasurer and of the ~-\.uditor General. 

IlioIory:-C. L. 'n, 1~~7. 
I'ublic plllCt'5-what d...,med,-People v, LaGrange, ! M. 187, Amdavit should 

show "'bfore poIIted.-PeopJe v. Commissioners of Sankin. 14 M. 528. 

SEC. ·W. (tOG2) The cost of such advertising shall in no Cost o.f 
('ase exceed the sum of forty cents for each description of adverh.ing, 
lands so advertised and sold: Prodded, That in case there 
are less than four hundrf'd descriptions so advertised in any 
county, there shall be·l,aid the further sum of one dollar 
lind twenty cents per folio for the first insertion and sixty 
('ent8 pf'r folio for each subsequent insertion of the Auditor 
General's pf'tition and order of hf'aring. but such sum shall 
IlOt exceed the amount to be paid for advertising four hun· 
flred descriptiolls at the rate of forty cents each, and shall 
he I)aid by the State Treasurer upon warrant 01 the Auditor 
(Jpnf'ral out of the general fund of the State .. 

ltI.tor,.:-C, I.. '17. 18~8;-.\ni. IOU. p~ 105, Act 7%. Ell', Aug. U;-Am, 19!I, 
p. "e. Act 5', Elf .. "u~, IB, 

Dft-r'f"'e not inntlid b"('8U~ St'rllon ., pro"ldf'c1 40 ~nts for advertising and 
""'f'nty (~nt. i. irW"'lutif"'d in. of'C"ree. Thi!IJ RMioo provides for pay for pu~ 
I;cAhon ''lnd dun not inc1mt~ COItts and chare-H. S("('tion dl ~Ifttes to charge 
that DI.' W ill('luded In pelition.-Sa)'l''''' v, O'(;;onnor, IU 1oI. 256. 

8.:(': GG. (!OG3) The Aud\tor General shall cause a copy Publication or 
of lIaid ordf'r 8nd a copy of said petition to be published at :Wiro~nd 
Ip8st once in earh y,·('t'k fur four surcessh'e weeks next prior to . 
t he time fixed for the hearing thereof, in some newspaper pub, 
IiHlu'd and circulating in the county where such petition is 
med, to be lIelected by the Auditor General. Said order and 
petition shall both be pUhliHhpd in the same newspaper, the 
flrdt'r immediately preceding the petition: Prol,.idcd, In such 

. "etition it shall be sufficient to print against each parcel the' 
"amount of taxes," "intere!lt;' "charges," "total," due on each. 
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GENERAL TAX LAW 

The cos,t of such publication shall be paid by the State on 
the warrant of the Auditor General. The proprietor of such 
paper shall furnish the proper county treasurer and Auditor 
General each with two copies of each issue containing such 
publication, and it shall be the duty of such Auditor General 
and treasurer to carefully examine the notices published and 
see that they are correct. Any person familiar with the facts 
may make an affidavit· as to the publication required. The 
Auditor General shall not pay for any such pUblication until 
satisfied that it has been made according to law. The publi
cation of the order and petition aforesaid shall be equivalent 
to a personal service of notice on all persons who are inter
ested in the lands specified in such petition1 of the filing there
of, of all proceedings thereon and on the sale of the lands un
der the decree, and shall give the court jurisdiction to hear 
such petition, determine all questions arising thereon, and to 
decree a sale of such lands for the payment of all taxes, inter
est and charges thereon. The circuit court in chancery shall 
have jurisdiction to hear, try and determine the matters 
alleged in such petition, even though the amount involved 
therein be less than one hundred dollars. It shall be the 
duty of the prosecuting attorney to prosecute all such pro
eeedings on the part of the State. If he shall refuse, neglect 
or be unable to do so, the court shall appoint some competent 
person to take charge of and prosecute the same, who shall 
be paid by the county. The board of supervisors may employ 
some competent person to prosecute such proceedings or 
assist therein. Proof of the publication of the order and 
petition herein required shall be filed in the office of the 
cOlmty clerk before any final order is made. Any person hav
ing any ..interest in the lands or any portion thereof included 
or referred to in said petition desiring to contest the validity 
of any tax shall file in writing his objections thereto with the 
clerk of the county in which said lands are advertised for sale 
and serve a copy thereof on the prosecuting attorney of the 
county\ on or before the day fixed in said notice for the hear
ing of such-petition, and shall not be allowed to make any ob
jections no~ therein specified. If on the day fixed in such no
tice for the hearing of such petition or on the day following 
that day, it shall be made to appear to the court that any per
son has been prev.ented from filing his objections to any tax 
without any fault .on his part, such further time may be 
granted for that purpose as may seem proper, not exceeding 
five days. The court shall give precedence to the hearing of 
such petition over all other business, shall examine, consider 
and determine the matters therein stated and objections 
made, in a summary manner without other pleadings, and 
make final decree thereon as the right of the case may be. 
The taxes specified in the petition shall be presumed to be 
legal and a decree be made therefor unless the contrary is 
proved. Evidence shall be taken in open court. All oral tes
timony shall, at the request of any person interested, 
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he written down and filed. The cOl1rt may make such orders Court order. 
from time to time al! may be necessary to facilitate the pro- and decisions. 

ceedings, and shall decide all questions as to the admissi-
bility of evidence, and the decisions so made sh~ll be final 
and not subject to review or appeal. If the lands of two or Separat.lon 
more persOllS have been assessed together, the court may, if ~~dta-r:.:s-:ctlon 
practicable, separate the same and apportion to each parcel 
its just proportion of the taxes, interest and charges. If any 
tax shall be found illegal, such part shall be set aside and the 
remaining tax shall be decreed valid. The total amount of R~ster to 
taxell, interest and charges, as fixed by the court, shall be :::'o~nts 
('ntel'ed by the register of the court opposite each parcel of decreed. 
hind in the column of Raid record under the heading "Amount 
de('I'ced againflt lands." If the court shall make any order ~ntry and 

Netting aside the taxes on any parcel of land, or any part ::f~l~f of 
thereof, or any special order relating to any particular parcel rrdersec~n d 
of land, or taxes thereon, a brief entry of such order shall be ax r r. 
made upon said record opposite such' land or tax, which shall 
be signed hy the judge of the court, either by his full Dame 
01' ini tials, and IHlch entry shall have the same effed as if 
made and entered as a part of a final decree. At least ten Final decree. 
days prior to the time fixed for the sale of such lands, the 
('ourt shall make a final de('ree in favor of the State of Michi-
j.!an for l!Dch taxes, interest and charges as shall be valid, and 
determine the total amount thereof chargeable against each 
parccl of land. and shall order and decree that such several 
parcels of land, or so much of each as may be necessary to 
satisfy the amount fixed by such decree, shall severally be sold 
/HI the law direets. Such decree shall be considered as a sev- Decree In 
('ral decree in favor of the State of !1ichigan against each severalty. 

parcel of land for each tax included therein. The court may Costs may be 
d('cr(!e such COllts against a person contesting any tax as may decreed. 

he equitable, if the tax. or any part thereof which remains 
IInpaid be adjudg('d valid. 

IIMory:-Am. 180~. p. lID. Act 162. Ell'. Aug. 10;- C. L. '97, 8880;-Am. 1899, 
p. u. Ao1 al. Imd. RII'. April e;-Am. 1899. p. '85. Act 264. Eft'. Sept. 28. 

PI'Dl.trATlOS: All wrll •• proce ....... proceedin,", and record. In any court 
"ilhln II •• Siale _10011 be In Ihe Engll.h lanIlUal<e.-12260n C. L. '15; Sec. 6 . 
. \'1. XVIII. ('o".lilution. Wh~never the law provides for a publication In 
R IIf'Wililpaper It IIlt"llnl one pllbli1th~rl In the Engli8h lanKUage.-Auditor General 
,', Huh-him,un. III M. 14'. Puhlicatlon of orrJer and petition mURt be tn neW8-
".""r p"hii.h • .d In Ihe En!!'ll.h IODlruo"e.-Vlascher v. Ottawa Circuit Jut\I<e. 
110 M. MO. In S"hRIlle v. Wo ... y. 70 M. "'. held that publication of notice 
or 1I"""IiRn •• 1. puhii.hed In Enllli.h language. but 10 a German paper woo 
110t a pnlper publlcatJon unde'r our Jawi. 

"Four "u"""plv.. ..· ... k... req"lr.. that full. Interval ~tween the ftrst notice 
An.1 Ihe '81.,-8aron v. K.nned)·. 18 M. 828; Ganlz v. Toles. 60 M. 725. Puhli
(""tinn flHI""t he In 11IN'f'Mive luuet! without oml.lon.-Milla Y. City of De
I",il. " M. '!2. A slalutory foreel"""r .. Is not Invalidated by certain chan!!,es 

~~. th~u~~':"r;,,~~k "'~~<".,\~':'::~:.ir\ll~m:~~ ~:';;~~h~·-;~Ijd~l~· ot' :~~:!:-':Iu~: 
I ... ad v. l'an.I.. I" M. 4~'I. But mu.t be printed therein to comply with Audi
tor Gl"n("rol'. inflltruc,tlona in ordf'r to f'ntitle p'ubHsher to payment. Auditor 

~:h~~i:~IPh:~~;'IrM~:;:~;'~I·~:;,t't~·~~":nl~~)~~~e ~ul.W::~o:\::'fngM::~rr., ~:,I! 
L~",}n W.~L;y ehra"I"' .. and treRt .. d by Auditor General .. a compliance with 
101. d ... hrnaliun. H.,d. thRt It wu a .umrient and legal publicatlon.-Waldron 
\'. Auditur "r-nrrRI. Ino M. 281. Puhlication In 8upplement 8ufftelent.-"Mann 
,'. ('Anon. no M. nl; Wilkin Y. Keith, 121 M. ee. 

'I'hl. _'lIon do.... not reqllire the publlcallon ot petitIon to be made for four 
....... k. alUl ten dll)'o prior to hearln«.-Eldrldge v. Richmond et al., 120 M. 586; 
lloub. \'. Bond. II ~ M. :5,; BarnulD ... Barnum. JIB M. 166. 
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PROOF OF PUBLICATION: Affidavit prima facie evidence.-12526n C. L. 
'15. Proof. should not be sworn to before prosecuting attorney or any other 
attorney who is engaged in the proceedings. See 12082n C. L. 'IS. Copy of 
advertisement must be identical with the one publisbed.-Wilkinson v. Conaty, 
65 M. 614. P)'oof of publication authorized by statute is not exclusive of any 
other.-Schlee v. Darrow Estate, 65 M. 862. Original proof of publication 
being err6neous, second affidavit and testimony of publisher held admissible 
but not conclusive.-Wyman v. Baer, 46 M. 415. Proof of publication held to 
be sufficient wbere prior to the entry of decree a second affidavit was filed to 
correct supposed defects in the first and both affidavits taken together con
formed to the' requirements of the statute.-Nester v. Church, 121 M. 51. 

Files competent evidence of ·publication.~ottoh v. Rupert, 60 M. 818. But 
can only be corroborative where statute provides what proof shall be filed. 

Affidavit need not recite that affiant is familiar with the facts.-Muirhead 
". Sands, III ·M. 48i. Proof of publication properly sworn to though not 
signed by affiant held valid. Failure to recite that newspaper is published 
in county not fatal; it can be supplied by reference to Auditor General's 
certificate of designation.-Wynkoop v. Grand Traverse Circuit Judge. 113 M. 
SSI. Where there was no 'record showjng. filing of proof of publicatiou and 
no proof found -in clerk's office, publisher testified that statutory publication was 
made and proof thereof filed; held that this did not show that any sufficient 
proof was filed and that the provisions of Sec. 99, "no tax or sale * shall be 
held invalid by showing that any * affidavit, paper * cannot be found ilf' the 
proper office" does not apply to proof of publication.-Benedict v. Auditor Gen
eral, 104 M. 269. When proof of publication has been duly filed with tbe 
register the fad that he attached it to tbe Tax Record does not render the 
proceedings void.-Brooks v. Auditor· General, 'llD M. 329. Affidavit reciting 
publication once in each week commencing September 23d and terminating 
October 21st held sufficient.-'Garner v. Wallace, llS M. 3~7. 

Affidavit ·showing publication . for "four successive weeks first, etc.,". held. 
insufficient, it not showing publication for four consecutive weeks next prior 
to heariilg.-McFadden v. Brady, 120 M.· 699. Defect in affidavit of publication 
cannot be supplied by parol testimony.-,-Ibid. Where proof conforms to statute, 
it will ·not be held invalid because it calls the copies of the order and petition 
a notice wh .. n the papers attached clearly show compliance with the statute. 
-Spaulding v. O'Conno~, llD· M. 45. But where no paper is found attached to 
the affidavit, but in the files ··with the affidavit are found a printed copy of 
the petition, a list of the delinquent· land and a copy of the order of hearing 
printed on what purported to be a ~supplement to the newspaper making the 
affidavit, it will he presumed that the papers were originally attached and 
held that there was prOlOer proof of pUblication.-Mann v. Carson, 120 M. 681. 

In Auditor General v. Circuit Judge, Mich. Mandamus Cases 634, objection 
was made that the paper i'n which 'publication had been made was not a news
paper published in the county, within the statute. It appeared that the news
paper was published as the uRosoommon Democrat:" that its office was in that 
county, Hnd that the papers printed elsewhere, came to the office in bulk and 
were addressed and distributed through the postoffice of that place.' Mandamus 
was granted to compel respondent to hear' and determine the amount due for 
taxes on certain lands and enter decree therefor. . 

The full order and petition as published, including list of lands 'lnd taxeS, 
must be securely affixed to . the affidavit of publication before thl! affidavit 
is signed. and sworn to. No other part of the paper in which publication is 
made should be affixed to the affidavit. Care should be taken to' file the affidavit 
and the' advertisement affixed thereto in such form that they may be folded 
and placed in the files without. the possibility of their being detached or muti
lilted when taken therefrom. In Featherly· v. Hoffman, ll7 M. 42, the files 
showing an incomplete advertisement affixed to affidavit of publication (the list 
of lands and taxes was missing), the court vacated the decree and set aside 
sale made thereunder. So also in 'Vliet v. I:foffman, 1I7 M. 255. 

Further as to proof of publication see Woods v. Monroe, I7 M. 235; Perrine 
v. Fetters, 85 M. 238; Gillett v. Needham, 81 M. 143; Dexter v. Cranston, 41 
M. 448; Snyder v. Hemmingway, '7 M. 54Dl National Bank v. Fonda. 65 M. 
538; Feustmann v. Estate of Gatt, 65' M. 592.;' Hortman v. l\Ionroe, 98 M. 195; 
DOdsley v. Probate Judge, Mich. Moodamus Cases 664. • 

Where the proof of publication and notice ··of sale of land for taxes were lost, 
but the proof of publication was duly filed, their loss cannot in a collateral 
proceeding be held to have defeated the jurisdiction.-Hoffman v. Pack, 123 
M.74. " . 

Where sn affidavit at publication of notice of a tax sale was duly filed with 
the register of court, and that fact was' noted in bis calendar, the' fact that 
he put the affidavit into the tax record. did not affect the legality of the notice. 
Brooks v. Dix, 1I9 M. 829. . .. '. 

JURISDICTION: The first requisite to'adjudication of validity of taxes be
fore sale is jurisdiction.-Taylor v. Deveaux, 100 M. 581. Publication of order 
Rnd petition (properly proven) gives court jnrisdiction to enter decree for 
sale.-In re Petition 'of Wiley, 80 M. 58. Failure to enter an order pro confesso· 
before decree, is a mere irregularity.-Jenkinson v. Auditor General, 104 M. 34; 
and does not make sale void.-Hooker v. Bond, 118 M. 255.' The act does not 
require personal service of orde)' of hearing.-Muirhead v. Sands, III M. 487. 
This section not unconstitutional because of failure to provide for personal 
service.-Ball·v. Ridge Copper Co., 118 M. 7; ¥oim/<S v. Peters, 1I8 M. 45. 

Failure to effect the last publication of the petition of the Auditor General 
fO)· the sale of lands for taxes, and the order of the circuit judge setting 
the same for hearing ten days before· the date of hearing, is not a jurisdictional 
defect invalidating tax .ale proceedings.-Burns v. Ford, et aI., 12' M. 274. 
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The Itatute makes the publication the equivalent of perSonal service and It 
I. therdore tbe duty oC the owner to watch the proceedings, and interpose any 
objection he may hnve.-Muirhead v. Sands, 111 M, '95: Young v, Peters, 118 
M. t5; Cole v. Shelp, 98 M, 58; In re Wiley, 89 M. 58; Ball v. Ridge Copper 
Co., 118 M. 7. 

I~ the proceedin"" to forecl""e the tax liens show upon their face want of 
jurl.dictlon the dt"eds iastJed thereunder are void; but the jurisdiction canDot 
be attacked hy evidence .u Aors the record.-Watts v. Bublitz, 99 M. 586. 

In an action or ejectment invoh'ing the validity of a deed issued by the 
Auditor General on a sale ot land Cor'the taxes ot 1887, the tax roll and return 
of tI~e township treasurer are not admissible. tor the purpose of showing the 
Inv/lhdlty oC the tax.-Watts v. BUblitz, 99 M. 586. 

The Cact that an illegal Item Is included in the taxes for which land is sold 
does not deprive the court ot jurisdiction to enter decree for sale of _ the land.
Blanchard Y. Young, 152 M. 619, 

/liOnCR: A tax .ale will not be aet aside In equity because the owner, a 
non-resident, had no aelual notice of the proceedings and supposed that the 
tax had heen paid by one to whom he had sold the land by contract requiring 
the vendee to pay the tau •. -Hall v. Mann, 118 M. 201. 

PROSRCUTION, Prosecuting attorn.y .hall prosecute or detend in all suits, 
applications and motions In which the State or county may be a party, or 
Iliterested.-U05 C. L. '15. In Latimer v. Circuit Judge, Mich. Mandamus 
Caseo 555, mandam". to .trike trom the files a petition filed by the Auditor 
General tor a re-hearlng, tor the reason that the Auditor General and the 
rounoel employ.d by the City ot Muskegon appeared for petitioner upon such 
Hppllcation to the exclllsion ot the prosecuting attorney was denied. State not 
liable tor costs In case ot decision In fuvor of tu-payer contesting the sale.-
Auditor General Y. Baker, 84 M. 116. _ 

Whether objections ~ to the validity ot tlfe law or of the proceedings 
taken under It, they must be made and IIled In writing on or before the day 
fixed tor the hearlnll. and no objection. not so stated and IIled, can be allowed. 
The .tntute does nut contemplate any mere dilatory pleading. The objection 
that the petJtlon doe. not otnte the fact that' a sale ot the lands described 
therein h •• not been made I. without torce, The form of petition is sufficient 
If It contains the tll<'to nec ..... ary to be stated a8 prescribed by the statute. 
The law I. not unconstitutional tor the reason that It provides for advertising 
n oale ot land. tor unpaid taxes betore obtaining decree theretor, or that it 
ellts off the common law rill'ht ot trial by jury or that It makes the decision 
of the circuit /udge 08 to the exclusion or admission of evidence flnal.-5ee 
Auditor Genera v. Sloman, U M. 118; State Tax Law Cases, 5. M. 850. 

/liot ",round for octtlnll' aside decree ot .ale thnt there was not sufficient 
time between IInal publication and tiIRe ·lIxed tor hearing for non-resident 
land owner to renrh B place of trial from his place of residence.-Waldron v. 
Auditor General. 108 M. 231. Decree void as to those who did not appear or 
"'Rive the right tor further time where the court entered decree on the day 
tollowln" the dny bed for app.arance and adjourned the term, It being held 
lI,nt thl. was In violation ot the provisions ot this .""tlon.-Penlnsular Sav
In ... Bank Y. Ward, 118 N. R7. Also, Gregory v. Calumet & Hecla, 121 M. 88, . 

~'ull olalutory time tor objections muot be II'h·en. See notes to Sec. 189. All 
raM'tl rrilltive to the five days required by the section before amendment are 
.. quallr, ~pplleable 10 the two days under the amended section, See Wait v. 
McMII Rn, 125 M. 85; YOlll."" v, Clark, 120 M. 528; Miller v. Brown, 122 M. 
167; S&)'cr Y. Auditor General, I U M. 250; John Wlddlcomb Co. v. Card, 218 M. 72. 

CoMb. In the form of a ,mlicito,'s (€'e. were erroneously taxed against the 
owner of Ihe land In proce .. dingo tor .tatutory decree tor sale of lands.-Auditor 
General Y. NelMon, 188 M, 88. 

A dN'r ... entered on Ihe Auditor General'. petition for the .ale of delinquent' 
tues before Ihe explrntlon ot live day. In term, I. not a tatal irregularity and 
,t.,... not Rvoid tlte dt"cree pro"ided the court remains In session 8ufHclently 
Ion .. to nlrord the .tntutory opportunity for objection. to be heard.--Goodell v. 
Au<lllor G.n.rnl, 141 M. 246. 

Wolverine 1.4nd Co. ,', Da,-Io, 141 M. 187, Held, Ihat a decree i. not premature 
I' It II .hown Ihal ('Ourt ... a. In .... Ion live do)'. trom date of hearing, even 
IhOl'lI'h d ... ree may ha"e he~n actu'llly entered. 

ObJection" mu.t •• t torth <le..-npllolls, nnd If only part of the taxe. are 
t1almed to be lIIe .. al. luch information .hould be Curnlshed the court as to 
.. nahle II to teparate the leral troro the illegal. See Conwoy y, Township Board, 
15 M, 157. 

One dulrlnr tn ront .. t th .. v.lldlty of the taxes o •• es-.ed alllainot his property, 
.hall IIle In wrilllllr hi. obJ..-lIono ther.to and ohall not be allowed to make 
any ohj .. dlon not th.reln .pN'llled ..... ·Au<lltor GenerAl v,Ayer, 211 M. 244, 

In Richmond Y. l'1rt'uit Jurlge. Mkh. Mandamus CaSH 1157, mandamus to 
wacllte Older .triking relator's ohj{>("tiona from the files because copy was 
not "er,,~1 upon the pro8«lItinC attorney ten ds)'s prior to the commen~ement 
ot the I .. rm ,,'U dt"nil"d. Thl. anti the (ollowin" were before amendment pro
vldin, that objection. may be served on prosecuting attorney on or before day 
of h("orinl'. 

In W.I,h Y. Circuit Jud .... , Mich. MAndam .... Cnoe. 55l, 8n order to show 
nm~ ,,-hy 8n orcif'r ot the cilTuit judge ovt"rruling prosecuting attorney's 
()bjf'("tfo.... to th. ("Onsifteratiuft of the drlendant's answer on the ,",ound that 
hO COI'Y of anfnn'r had lwt"n IWn·ed on relator ten da)"s prior to the first day 
of terrD .houltl nut be art 8~idf'. and also to liet aside an order dismissing 
Ihe pnlCCt'dlnf(1l bE.-RUoe the or.ler of hearing published lacked the leal ot 
the <ourt and .....,811 ... lhere ,,·.ce no dollar marks at the head· 0' the column. 
ot the publilhed lists, 10'88 denl~, It appearing tbat the circuit judge held 
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the Obj'ections /Dade to the procedings good "for the purpose of having the 
determ nation by tht! supreme court." The court held that the circuit judge 
should have passed upon each of the points raised upon its merits; that the 
questions were more properly reviewable on appeal, and that the supreme 
court does not feel called upon to review questions arising during the course 
of a proceeding, at least until the final judgment of the court below has been 
given after full consideration. 

Where the time fixed for hearing was Nov. 11th a decree entered Nov. 16th 
was not premature,-Brown v. Napper. 125 M. 117. 

In Allen v. Cowley, 128 M. 530, the record shows that the 15th day of 
<!ctober, 1895, was fixed by the court for hearing the Auditor General's peti
tIOn for the taxes of 1893; that on that day the court, by an order, adjourned 
all proceedings until the" 29th day of October, following; that court was in 
seEsion October 29" 80 and 81, on which day the matters were heard; that 
court continued in session Nov. 1 and 2, when it adjourned sine die. On the 
15th of November the decree was signed as of the 81st of October. Held, that 
there was ample time to file objections under the ruling in Miller v. Brown, 
122 M. 147. See also McGinley v. Calumet & Hecla, 121 M. 88; Walt v. Mc
Millan, 121 M. 95; Youngs v. Clark, 120 M. 528. 

A decree of sale (before amendment of 1899) rendered within five days after 
the day fixed by the hearing is void as to persons wbo did not appear, or 
otherwise waive the right to appeal for further hearing. Following Peninsular 

" Savings Bank v. Ward, 118 M. 87. and McGinley v. Mining Co., 121 M. 88.
Aztec Copper Co. v. Auditor General, 128 M. 615. 

In Johnson v. Circuit Judge, Mich. Mandamus Cases 702, order to show cause 
why mandamus should not issue to vacate order holding that in the answer 
to a petition there are no specific allegations sufficient to raise an issue was 
denied. In Auditor General v. Circuit Judge, Mich. Mandamus Cases, 718. 
mandamus to compel respondent to vacate an order setting aside assessment 
against certain lands for certain taxes was denied, it appearing that the order 
was made upon its being shown that there was no proper record of equalization" 
and hecause of other invalidity in the assessment. 

HEARING: A mere mistake of judgment of the assessing officer is not re
viewable.-Peninsula Iron Co. v. Crystal Falls. 60 III. 79." Title of de facto 
officer cannot be tried· in hearing of petition for decree.-Auditor General v. 
Longyear, 110 M. 228. In hearing on petition for decree the allowance of an 
amendment to objections filed specifying objections more in detail is within 
the discretion of the court and will not be "reviewed.-Auditor General v. 'Chan
dler, 108 M. 569. Petition is filed against the lands and no personal decree 
can be entered against the tax-payer (except for costs against the person 
contesting; see last part of this section). Answer of fraud to petition filed 
must specify tile acts claimed to be fraudulent and whether of supervisor 
or board of review. Excessive assessment is not sufficient evidence of fraudu· 
I<-nt or ,,,,rrupt conduct on the part of the assessor or board of review.-Audi· 
tor General v. Stiles, 83 M. 460. The absolute illegality of a tax may be 
shown in proceedings to enforce it and it cannot be cured by proof that if the 
valuation had been correct the tax would have been legal.-Blanchard v. Powers. 
42 M. 619. " 

Where a tax-payer fails to appear before board of re,;ew he is bound by 
the assesslllent as made and cannot in the absence of fraud be heard to com
plain.--8mith v. Carlow, 114 M. 67. One who allows work of extending drain 
to go on with full knowledge that he is to be assessed therefor and that it 
must he paid for by an assessment for benefits. is estopped from restraining 
the collection of the tax.-Atwell v. Barnes, 109 III. 10. Owner who. having 
full knowledge personally and through his agent that a street improvement 
is to be lllade and that his lands are to be assessed therefor, allows the 
improvement to be completed and the contractor to be paid out of the pro
ceeds of the bonds Issued hy the city in anticipation" of the collection of the 
assessment without making any objection thereto, cannot thereafter maintain 
a bill to restrain the collection of the assessment on the ground of irregularities 
thereln.-·Fitzhugh v. City of, Bay City, 109 M. 589. 

Property owner having knowledge of proceedings in matter of special assess
ment cannot maintain an action in equity to set them aside after half the 
tax for the improvement has been paid and a large part of the work been done. 
-Moore v. McIntyre, 110 M. 287. 

Where one had joined in releasing right of way, had bid for part of the 
work and did not file hi. bill until all but himself and another had paid the 
tax, his bill to enjoin the collection was dismissed for laches.-Harwood v. 
Drain Commissioner, 51 M. 689. The collection of a paving tax will not be 
enjoined where the complainants have allowed the contractor to go on with 
the work without asking for relief and have reaped the benefit. with full 

"knowledge that their lands were so situated that any assessment therefor 
"ould include said lands.-Lundbom v. City of Manistee, 93 III. 170. Land 
owners after standing by and permitting the construction of a drain without 
taking' any steps "to test the validity of the proceedings are estopped from 
thereafter denying the regularity of the proceedings.-Township of Walker v. 
Thomas. 128 M. 290. 

In the" absence of express charter provision for the entry of estimate on 
the record of common council. courts will not for the purpose of invalidat
iug a municipal tax assume that no estimates were made from the fact that 
no entry thereof appears on the record.-Auditor General v. Hutchinson, 113 
M. 245. -A conveyance of land to trustees to secure an indebtedness is only 
a mortgage and does not preclude the owner from claiming the title in fee and 
seeking relief against an illegal tax.-F. & P. M. Railway Company v. Auditor 
General, 41 M. 685. 
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A puuly Btalutcry lien mul'! conform exaclly to the statutory conditions; 
bllt .. hen It once attaches and I. put In proceoo of foreclosure the proceed
Inn. while In part d"Onilely Ond. are nnerthelesa in important particulars 
lett to lhe II"neral rouroe of practice. So' colU1truction should he otrained 
at In ord"r to defeat Ih"m. hut Ihe ri"hto of all parties should he harmonized 
an<l "",.-,Ied 8ft far a. I. re3llOnably praelical.-Sheridan v. Cameron. 85 M. 880. 
Q~MJOn8 ari8in~ durin~ trial ,,-ill not be re,-iewed on mandamus where 

~ft.'tlJ1ion of circuit court WaH made for 80Ie purpose of obtaining ruUog by 
Supreme Cnurt.-Waloh v. 51. Clair Circllit Judge. 107 M. 28. 

Audito. Gen"ral·. petition and proof of publication confer jurisdiction to 
enler decree.-Conley v. McMillan. 120 M. 694. 

Where lhe limit of a I""al a ......... ment on one's property Is IIxed and ascer
tainable'. one ,,1M) resorts to equity to restrain the sale of bis land for a tax: 
of .. 'hich be dOH not dispule the I""alily of certain ilems cannot objt'ct to 
the ,,-bole tax on lhe «round that tm-re is no provision tor distinguishing 
hl't ... ""n "'hat I. le"al an<l whal Is nol. but must oft'er to pay what migbt 
t.at"e been I~ally ~Red. One ,,-ho seeks to restrairr the enforcement of 
an ... """"ive In" wilhoul tenderinl' what be ou"ht equitably to pay is liable 
for (,,'OfJlII: but if he rom~de8 a cf'rtnin amount to be Iett'al and oWers to pay 
il. hil bill oult'ht not to be dismi.se<I. as he has a right to the judgment 
nf the rourt &8 to th~ remainder of the tax.--ConnorfJ v. Detroi~ 41 M. 128. 
Where uhit'ctif)n. all .. ginl' iIIe!<Blily of certain taxes did not show how mucb 
"". _dmlttedly le,,1l1 and how much alle"ed to be illegal. 0. set forth any 
'arts from whicb the COllrt coul<l make Ihe separation. held tbat the collec
tion of a Irpl tall: "'ould not be ~njoined in order to reach an illegal one 
IInd,.r thoNo cirrllmstanC'eH. ""hl"nevf'r Pllrty roncedes that a portion of his 
tJlU'. are jU1Jt. but dillput~ another portion. he is not entitled to the inter
ff"renre of equity to nay the exeeution of process unless he pa}"9 or offers to 
pay tbe I.,..al part.-I'almer v. Township of Napoleon. 16 M. 116. 

The la ... conl .. mplal .. an<l provid ... for collection of bolll general and special 
hnt"tt hy chancery prorH'ftinlC'R undt"r the law. The burden is upon the owner 
10 ,"how the iII .. ""lIly of the la". Ihe presumption being In favor of ito validity. 
-s.,., Audilor General v. Maier. 85 M. 127: Auditor General v. Smilh. 95 111. 
U2. On petition for deeree. ,,-hen court finds no lawful equalization, the 
decr... .hould reject only Ihat part of the ta" .ub;t'ct to and dependent upon 
("QlInli.&atton and .hould not apply to townRhip. 8("hool or other taxes not affected 
hy fllilure or f'qualization.-Auditor Gf"nf"ral v. Gurney. ]09 M •• 72. It is per
OIiMihlf." to Q1kIMIfJ8 platted lou toftther In certain csses. and decree entered as 
':..«::~n;~ H~~I.P~I~~.I.,,~ dderminntion of the legality of Ihe proceedlngs.-Knee-

f·IS.-\L Df:CREf.: Fnilllr~ to make tlnal decree 10 days prior to the time 
he<! for ale will nol render d<'('ree and ... Ie void. deft'ct being cured by 
Section 'I.-Hooker v. Bond. 118 M. 255. Tbe provision ia directory;-Barnum 
Y. B .. rn ..... 118 M. 281. 

All qu ... llollll &II 10 lbe v.lidily of a ta" upon landa are foreclosed by a 
",,11<1 d..,rft for the lale of the land. for non-payment of the ta"es.-Hall v. 
Mann. 118 M. 101: Spauldin!!, Y. O'Connor. 111M. 45. Que.tions aft'eetln" pro
""",lin,... anlerior to Ihe d<'('rft are cut oft' by tbe decree.-Wilkin v. Keltb. 121 
lit, 8ft: Harrinl'lon v. D1cklnoon. 155 111. Iftl. 

o.-cr.... properly oi .. n .. d and counlerslgned. entered in chancery record with 
dal .. of IIlinl' appenrle<!. but no d ... r"" found In 01 ... and no calendar entry 
of <ll'CFft'. H.ld. al~ Ih .. r .. under not Invalidated by omlsaion In OIing calendar 
~ntry_-.."pIluldinl' Y. O"(oonor, J 10 M, 4!1i. 

rrllC"H'dinn undf"r A vnid dt"Cree would not affect· 8uhAeQuent regular pro
M'ffiln .... -Wllkin Y. K~ilh. 121 M. 8.. Prior decree ""lUng aside the ta"es 
mil' be ""lied on In (".8ft "'her~ hlnela are included in decree of sale by re880n 
of form ... d ... r.,., not ha"ing been reported to Auditor General.-Tbomas v. 
Au<lito. r ... neral. U. M. 535, 

t;S-nlY OF AMOeSTS DECREED: Failure of re"loter to carry out In Tal< 
R....,rd under the hl' .. d "Amount decreed a"aln.t land." tbe amount IIxed by 
tbe <ourt rend~ ... d ... "", void whlrh was enlered hl'fore the blank waa tliled.-
lIIor .. an v. Tw .... dle. III M. ISO. Filling in Ihe Tal( Record the amounto deereed 
RWllinl'! Ihe II,od art ... lbe lil'ninl' of decree and by an employe In the county 
trt"uurrr·. f)~ renele", .utwlequent flHle and tsx title yoid.-Flrst Baptist 
rhll ... h Y. Bohrrt •. )%0 M. 70'. s..e al ... Ru_1I Y. Chltt .. nden. 121 M. 548. 
The valirJil, of • la" de<'<! rna,. be atIN-ke<! In a collaleral proceeding by sbowin!!, 
tltat the d~rH "-a ... oid in failin« to show an adjudication of any sum ot money 
... "Inllt tlw land.--C."l" Y. !"kinnf"r. 121 M. tn •. 
TI~ provision ''''llIlrln" the .""Ioler of Ihe dr~ult court to enter under tbe 

l'f"aflin. "Amount d .... rl'lPd ... "tn_d Mid lands" the total amount of the tases 
1 ... 1<1 to he vali<l. dn .... not apply to oaleo made under the decree of the 8upreme 
COtlrt.-Sf'Wton v. Pow-".,.. III M. 5.7. 

A tal( ... Ie rannot be rollal.rall, Rllarke<! by showinlt' 'that the e"tension 
of Ih" umount of II", I"" .... a"al ... t Ih" land sold "'IU made after tbe decree 
,,-,. •• i .. nf"f1.~;.t~ v. Johndon. lSI M. 861. 

Thl' .. ntry In lhe Tn Il....,rd of Ih .. amounto d..,reed a"alnot the several 
d ...... rip!lon. I. 10 hl' made by Ihe <'ounly clerk and this should be done as 
IOJD •• the C"Ourt " .... "rminf'll the 1Wvf'ral "mounts. At tht' time of making 
any ~al orden. 8uc'h orden Olu"t be ~ntf'red in the Tax Record and signed 
or initil.k>d fit"\'«"rally by the- judtre. 

t:;~fix1~;.. ;:. ::te 'ur tulle ~arlif"r tlilln that prf'8f"ribed b)' stntute iii void.
Kenned, Y. London lie L ......... hire .·Ire Ins. Co .• 157 M. 411. 
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SEC. 67., (4064) Such final decree shall be entered in the 
chancery record for recording decrees of such <;ourt, have the 
usual caption for decrees, and shall be substantially in the 
following form: 

The Circuit Court for the' In Chancery. 
"STATE OF MICHIGAN } 

County of ................. , 

At a session of said court held at the court house in the ' 
....... of ........ ?n the ........ day of ........ A. D. 18 ... . 

Present: Hon ... " ................ Circuit Judge. 
In the matter of the petition of ........ Auditor General 

of the State of Michigan, for and in behalf of said State, for 
the sale of certain lands for taxes assessed thereon: 

The said petition arid the matters therein stated, and the 
objections filed to certain taxes therein claimed (if any such 
objections are filed) came on to be heard, and proof of the due 
pUblication of the order of hearing, and of said petition hav
ing been made and filed, and after hearing all parties inter
ested therein: It is ordered, adjudged and decreed that the 
amount of taxes, interest, collection fee, and charges set down 
in the column headed 'Amount decreed against lands,' in the 
Tax Record of which said petition forms a part, are valid, 
and decree is made in favor of the State of Michigan therefor 
against each parcel of sll-id land for the amount set down in 
said column opposite to such parcel. It is further ordered, 
adjudged and decreed that said several parcels of land, or 
such interest therein as may be necessary to satisfy the 
amount herein decreed against the same, shall be severally 
:;:old as the law directs, on the ...... day of May, A. D. 18 ... . 
beginning at ten o'clock a. m. on said day, or on the day or 
days subsequent thereto as may be necessary to complete the 
sale of said lands and of each and every parcel thereof, at 
the office of the county treasurer," or at such convenient place 
as shall be" selected by him at the county seat of the county 
of .......... State of Michigan. It is further adjudged and 
decreed that the several special orders made by this court, 
and entered on said Tax Record, are made a part hereof, with 
the same effect as if" entered herein . 

........................................ "' 
Circuit Judge. 

(Countersigned) , 
................................... "' 

Register in Chancery." 

::.~~tion for If costs are adjudged against any person contesting a tax 
the decree therefor shall be in proper form and execution 

Judge an~ awarded. The decree shall be :;:igned "by the judge and coun
~~:;'e~o sIgn tersigned by the clerIc Immediately after the entry of such 
Copy of de- decree, the county clerk shall make a certified copy thereof, 
~~e~a;n:'e~~~. and annex the same to the tax record. He shall thereupon 
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deliver such tax record to the county treasurer, in whose Tax record. 
office the same .shall remain, except as needed in the office of where kept. 
the county clerk. If from any cause the hearing on said Continu!,nce 
petition is not had on the day fixed in the notice therefor;·the of hearmg. 
same shall stand continued from day to day during the term 
without the entry of any order of continuance, until disposed 
of, and if it shall for any reason be found impracticable to 
hear and determine the objections to all of the taxes specified 
in such petition within the time herein fixed for that purpose, 
then and in that case the court shall, within the time herein 
named, make a final decree as to all taxes to which no objec- Final decree. 
tions have been filed, and also those to which objections have 
heen filed, which the court has then heard and passed upon. 
Such decree shall be signed and recorded as hereinbefore 
provided. The court shall proceed with the consideration of Supplemental 
the remaining taxes embraced in such petition, and objections decrees. 
thereto, and as soon as practicable dispose of the same by one 
or more decrees and in such form as the court may determine, 
which shall be entered in the chancery record of decrees of 
such court, and the same shall describe the lands and specify 
the total amount of taxes, interest and charges on each' parcel 
thereof. The county clerk shall immediately thereafter de- Copy of de
liver to the county treasurer a certified copy of such decree, ~~':.":x~d ht':, 
to be kept and used as hereinbefore provided. Such copy of tax record. 
decree shall be annexed to the Tax Record and shall thereby 
become a part thereof. If from any cause no decree shall be 
made on such petition as to the taxes therein named, or any 
part thereof, the Auditor General shall, as soon as practicable, 
file a new petition for decree and sale, and proceedings there-
on shall be the same and a decree and sale made as herein 
provided. 

In case 8 decree is given in favor of the validity of any dis- Appeal of 
puted tax, and the person contesting its validity desires to contestant. 
appeal to the supreme court, he shall be allowed to do so on 
paying the amount of the decree to the county treasurer, with-
in ten days after the date of such decree, who shall retain the 
!'ame until the decision of the supreme court, and pay the Payment con
"a me to the party interested, if such tax is held invalid; if ~~t~~n prece-
held valid then such money shall be credited to the proper . 
fund. By such payment the land in question shall be dis-
charged from the lien of the tax. In case the decision is Appeal of 
aRainst the validity of any tax, either the county treasurer :r':'1i~orc!,e~ty 
or the Auditor General shall have a right to direct an appeal treasu~er.u 
therefrom to the supreme court on behalf of the State, but 
there shall be no sale for the tax held invalid, until such de-
cision bas been reversed or modified by the supreme court. 

Tbe proceedings wheretbe validity of any tax is in dispute Chancery 
IIha)), whel'e no other provision is made herein, follow the practice. 
ordinary chancery practice, and the court may allow amend-
ments 8S in ordinary cases. Notice shall be given of all ap-
peals to the t1upreme court, and such appeal shall be claimed, 
entered and bond for costs given, within twenty days after 
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the malting and entering of the decree. When the appeal is 
taken in behalf of the State, no bond shall be required. The 
judge shall, at the request of either party and on due notice, 
settle in proper form a case containing so much of the record 
and proceedings as may be necessary to the due understand
ing thereof by the supreme court, and if appeal shall be taken, 
such case shall be transmitted to such court. An appeal as to 
the tax on any parcel shall not delay or affect the proceed
ings for the sale of any land on which there has been no ap
peal. c .......... ; 

History:---C. L. '97, 3890;-Am. 1899, p. 426, Act 262, Ell". Sept. 28. 
DECREE: Surplusage in entitling does not invalidate decree.-Muirhead v. 

Sand~, 111 M. 487. Where statutory decree is signed by judge. countersigned 
by clerk and eDtered in chancery record, the statute in that regard is fully 
satislled.-Jenkinson v. Auditor General, 104 M. 84. The questions whether 
there is a tax due, whether it was properly assessed, and whether proper 
steps have been taken to charge the land after assessment, are concluded 
by the decree.-Muirhead v. Sands, III M. 487. Questions as to validity 
of tax and regularity of assessment and levy are foreclosed by decree. Ball 
Y. Ridge Copper Co., lI8 M. 7. Objection that no certilled copy of decree 
was affixed to Tax Record will not be considered first on appeal.~Hooker v. 
Bond, 118 M. 255. Decree need not repeat descriptions, the Tax Record being 
part thereof.-Barnum v. Barnes. lIS M. 264. Omission in Tax Record of dollar 
mark, or any word or sign to show what figures in decree mean is fatal 
to sale thereunder.-Millard Y. Truax, 99 M. 157. See also Russell v. Chit
tenden, 123 M. 546; Nowlen v. Hall, 128 M. 274. 

An entry of a decree in the Chancery Record is sufficient although there is 
no calendar entry and no decree is filed.-Spaulding v. O·Connor. lI9 M. 45. . 

A variance in date between the decree entered and the certilled copy thereof 
attached to the Tax Record in the county treasurer's office is not a jurisdictional 
defect invalidating the tax sale proceedings.-Burns v. Ford, 124 M. 274. 

The recording of decree in proceedings to sell land for taxes is the act of 
the clerk, and his omission does not invalidate a decree properly signed.-HolI"
man v. Pack, 123 1If. 74.' 

A tax deed issued by the Auditor General and unsupported by a valid sale 
the deeree is void.---Citizens' Say. Bank v. Auditor General, 123 M. SlI. 

The question as to the validity of a decree in tax proceedings cannot be 
raised in proceedings to quiet title to lands held under such unreversed decree. 
-llfonroe v. Winegar et al. 128 M. 809. 

The validity of a decree cannot be attacked for matters outside of the record.-
Gage v. City of Saginaw. 128 1If. 682. . 

A decree ill tax proceedings, entered during vacation, is valid, and open to 
attack by reason of failure to give notice of its entry only in proceedings in 
the cause in which the decree was made.-Holfman V. Flint Land Co., 144 M. 564; 
Temple. V. Preston, ISO 1If. 486. . 

CONTINUANCE ~ Continuance beyond the term can only be by an order 
duly made and entercd. and failing to so make and enter order the court loses 
its jurisdiction until a new petition is IIled.-Muirbead v. Bergland, III 1If. 
~S5. Continuance as to particular descriptions, and to a date subsequent to 
the sale, makes sale impracticable until the next annual sale. For this reason 
it is very generally desirable that, if the order sustains the tax it provide 
that if payment is not made before the next petition is filed it be included 
therein and decree of sale taken when that petition is heard. 

TAX RECORD,. ETC.: County treasurer's office shall be at the county seat.
See. 4, Art. X, Const.; 2374 C. L. 'IS. See Rice V. Shay, 48 M. 880. "County 
clerk" and "register" interchangeable terms and mean the same officer. Pro-
vision as to Tax Record being in county treasurer's office is not unconstitutional. 
The court can re-possess itself of Tax Record at will. That the Tax Record is 
to be delivered to the county treasurer, etc., does not render the act unconsti
'tutional as relieving the court from the necessity of entering a complete decree 
to be retained in its own' custody, since the court may at any time re-possess 
itself of the Tax Record.-lIfersereau v. Miller, lI~ M. 108.. . 

When tlie Tax Record is delivered to the county treasurer he should see 
that it contains certiOed copy of the decree of sale and that the county 

. clerk has entered in the proper columns the several amounts decreed and all 
special orders of the conrt. 

Neither. the original decree, the affidavit of publication. nor any other paper 
belonging in the county clerk's office can be filed in the Tax Record. They 
DlUSt be retained by the clerk. 

No county, city or township books, records or files shall be removed from 
the office of the custodian thel'eof without an order of the judge, etc.-Act 
92 of 18g9 • 
. APPEAL: Appeal from . decree. in tax proceedings is properly dismissed for 

failure to comply with the usual rules of equity practice.---C8rney v. Bald
win, 95 M. 442. Where owner contesting a tax in proceedings for enforce
ment fails to raise tlle objection that two contiguous parcels should have 
been assessed separately, he is estopped from such objection on appeal granted 
in such case.-Auditor General v. Maier, 95 M. 127. In Lange V. Circuit 
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Judlfe, Mich. Mandamus Cases 922, order 10 show cause why mllndamus 
ahould not iIoume to '"Rcate an oreter granting a re-.hearing after the time for 
appeal had elap04'd. where the petition for re-hearing was without the certificate 
or coun •• 1 as r~quired by Rille So. 81 and the court at the hearing thereof 
allowed o""h .... rtillcate to be flied nunc pro tunc, and where such certiOcate Is that 
of the roun8el who appeared for the petitioner. was denied. 

A Rnding of fact by the court will not be disturbed on appeal. except where 
there I. a tntal want of evidence 10 support it. or it is contrary 10 the evi
uen ..... -Hofrman v. Silverthorn et al.. 137 M. 60. 

A point not raised below will not be considered for the first time on appeal. 
·~ity of Menominee v. S. K. Martin Lumber Co .. 119 M. 201. On an appeal 
to review the le~ality or a tal: assessment paid under protest only the ground 
lfIE'ntionr-ri in the prot~t will be considered.-Aurora Iron and Mining Co. v. 
City of lron,,"ood. 119 M. 825. The Supreme Court will not reverse an order or 
decree III ('hancer), for 8 mere irregularity not atrectil'lg injuriously appellant's 
illterr~t8.-·Kellog" '", Putnam, 11 M. 344, 

\\,h~re pu),ment o( the taxes is made on appeal as provided in this section 
the county treasurer is not to make duplicate tax receipt for the taxes until 
the appe •• 1 I. <lecid~d. but may give the payer a receipt for the amount. If the 
taKE'S 8re flnnlly sustained he should then make duplicate receipts in the usual 
form. unrter date of the original pa)·ment, taking up the receipt first ghg en and 
St·Rl!in .. tilt" rt" .. ular duplicate to the Auditor General at once; 
"SKIlI.I.M~;ST: Sec. 12'05-6n C. L. '15. Exact compliance with the rule for 

enrollment I. impossible. but a certified copy of the printed petition. Including 
Ihe Ii.t of lanel •• lnd taxes. may be used in lieu of the original petition (the 
'1 ax R~rorel I. In this way It would appear 10 be practicable 10 enroll the case. 
ond thii shoulrl he done 88 800n as the files are complete, including the report 
Clf .alp. Ihe ortler of h~8ring. the proof of publication and the decree or decrees 
marie by the rourt. . 

Tax .ale I. not r~nder~d void by non-enrollm~nt of decree before sale. the 
"ellernl .talllle not being applicable 10 the tal< proceedlngs.-Youngs v. Peter., 
"" M .•. ~: 1/011 v. Mann. 118 111. 201: Hooker v. Bond; 118 M. 255; Barnum v. 
Illlrn.... II H M. 264; Shefrerly v. Auditor General, 120 M. 455. But court may 
IInlf'lul rlt""{·rE't" nfter the tt>rm at which it was entered before enrollment, and no 
!till of review ill necessary in 8u("h case.-First Baptist Church v. Roberts, 120 
~I. jOt. 

Sn S~. 66, 70, IU, 100. 

St:c. 68. (4065) If for any reason the treasurer of any State bids. 
(·01lnty flhall fail to . offer the lands lying therein and included 
in the decrl'e for sale for delinquent taxes thereon, then so 
many of snch lands so included in such decree as shall not be 
"0 ofTered for sale, shall be considered and treated as if bid 
ofT to the State by the county treasurer, and shall be subject 
to redemption and sale in the same manner and within the 
IIame time 8S may be provided by law in the caSe of lands 
actually bid off for the State as provided in this act, All State tax 
land!! bid off for the State 8S provided in this section shall lands taxabh 

contiuue liable to be taxed in the same manner as if not held 
3S b('lon~ing to the State, and all such taxes shall be a charge 
and lien upon such lands as in case of other tax lands, except 
1111 hereinafter providt'd. 

lII.tnry:-C. L. '07. 1891. 
I.an~. 0"'1,,1 red by State under thl. section may be sold· under Section 84.-

~Itlnn v. (~llrMn, J20 M. 631. , 
If the Ammor (;eneral·. In.trllctlon. tor the oale are carefully observed there 

... 111 I .. no land. that are not IOld Individua18 or bid 10 the State before the 

.... Ie I. d~d. 

St:c. 69~ (-l066) Whene"t'r it shall be satisfact~rily shown Lands of In
to the cOllrt that any lands included in such petition as' de- competent 
Iinquent for taxes shall belong to infants, minor heirs, idiots persons. 

or inllane perllons, without guardians or without any other 
mt'ons of support, the court is, in his discretion, authorized to 
withhold such lands from sale. until a settlement of such per-
son can be made, and a guardian chosen or appointed to pro-
tt'rt the rights and intt'rests of such person: p,.ovided, Such Proviso, 
,,·itbholding shall not act to prejudice the lien of the State, 
connty or to,,"D1~hip for such taxes, or the right to include the 
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same in /iny .subsequent petition for sale as in this act pro
vided, In case of the sale of lands belonging to any infant, 
idiots, minor heirs, insane or incompetent persons, if it shall 
appear to any court that it is necessary to protect the rights 
of such incompetent person, to order any sale canceled, or 
deferred, it may so order, and in such case all proceedings 
may be stopped, sale canceled or action stayed until the 
proper proceedings can be had to protect the rights and 
property of .such incompetent person or persons. 

History:-C. L. '97, 8692. 
Section applies also to incompetents not under guardianship.-Foegan v. Carpen

ter, 117 M. 89. As to infants rights see Ballentine v. Clark, 88 M. 395. 
Laches in filing bill to establish his rights is not imputable to a minor nor 

to any person incompetent to act in his own behalf.-Dragoo v. Dragoo, 50 M. 
573. See Sirr v. Miller, 121 M. 598. 

Under the power given by the court to cancel sale of lands of incompetent 
persons and others, if necessary to protect them, such cancellation may be decreed 
after a deed of the tax lands lIas been made by the State to the purchaser, and 
after a conveyance has been made by him to another.-Young v. Blanchard, 
165 M. 840. 

But the owner will be compelled to do equity by· refunding to the tax purchaser 
the amount which was paid to purchase, together with interest.-Idem. 

One mentally incompetent and under guardianship at the time of the ass ...... 
ment of her property for taxes and the sale thereof for non-payment of taxes, 
is entitled to equitable relief under this seetion.-Grabani v. Nippress, 222 M. 386. 

OF SALE BY COUNTY TREASURER. 

SEC. 70. (4067) On the fi1,'st Tuesday of May, beginning 
at ten o'clock a. m., the county treasurer shall commence the 
sale of the lands mentioned in the decree upon which the 
amounts charged shall not have been paid, and shall con
tinue the same from day to day, Sundays and other legal 
holidays excepted, until so much of each parcel shall be sold 

Each parcel as shall be sufficient to pay such amounts. Each parcel de
~~t~y ":S:;ed scribed in the decree shall be separately exposed to sale for 

. the total taxes, interest and charges and the sale -shall be 
made to the person paying the full amount charged against 
such parcel, and accepting a conveyance of the smallest un

Sale.ot small- divided fee simple interest therein. No greater in-
est IOterest. terest i:q. any parcel shall be sold than is sufficient to pay 

the amount of the tax on ~hich the same is sold. If no person 
will pay the several taxes and charges and take a conveyance 
of less than the entire thereof, then the whole parcel shall be 

Sale at county offered and sold. The sale shall be at the county seat, at the 
seat. office of or at such convenient place as shall be selected by 

Immediate 
payment 
required. 

the county treasurer, and shall be subject to the taxes as
sessed subsequent to taxes included in the decree and for the 
year for which the sale is made. The county treasurer may, 
in his discretion, require immediate payment of any person 
to whom' any -parcel of such land may be struck off, and 
in all cases where payment is not made in twenty-four hours 
after sale, he shall declare the bid canceled and sell the land 

Penalty tor again; and any person to whom any parcel of land shall be 
non-payment. !,O struck off neglecting for twenty-four hours after the close 

'of such sale to pay to the county treasurer the amount of such 
'bid, shall forfeit to the State five times the amount of such 
bid, and costs of suit therefor, which amount may be recov
ered in the name of the people of the State of Michigan in 
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an action of debt, in any court of competent jurisdiction, and 
it shall be the duty of the county treasurer and prosecuting 
attorney of the county to prosecute for all such delinquencies 
and penalties without unnecessary delay. Any subsequent 
bid of such person made at the sale may be disregarded by 
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the treasurer. If any parcel of land cannot be sold for taxes, Re-olfer of 
interest and charges, such parcel shall be passed over for the ~~~C!1s. 
time being, and shall, on the succeeding day, or before the 
close of the sale, be reoffered; and if, on such second offer, or State bids 
during such sale, the same cannot be sold for the amount [~fe:::~~al 
aforesaid, the county treasurer shall bid off the same in the 
name of the State, for the State, county and township, in 
proportion to the taxes, interest and charges due each. And Taxes and 
in such case the taxes assessed on the lands so bid off to the ~rn".:"!": Ir;,:'
State and the interest and charges thereon, shall remain a . 
lien upon said lands, and any person or persons may there-
after purchase such lands of the State, as State tax lands or 
otherwise, as provided in this act. The county treasurer EntrJ: of sale, 
shall enter in the proper columns of the Tax Record the in- ~~~r~~ tax 
terest in lands sold, the name and postoffice address of each 
purchaser opposite each parcel of land sold, and the word 
"State" opposite each parcel bid off in the name of the State. 
Certificates shall be given to each purchaser of the. lands and Certificates of 
interest bid off by him, showing the year's tax for which he sale. 
has purchase, and also the amount thereof, and of all charges 
paid by him at the time of such purchase, stating that he 
will be entitled to a dee I} after the period of redemption pro-
"ided for in section seventy·four has expired, and that if the 
sale is not confirmed the money will be returned. As soon Report of 
as possible after the conclusion of any sale, and within sale. 
twenty days after the day named in the notice for the com
mencement thereof. the county treasurer shall make and file 
with the clerk of the court a report of such sale, therein re-
ferring to the Tax Record for the particulars thereof. All ConHrmatlon. 
sales shall stand confirmed, subject to the right of redemp-
tion nrovided for in section seventy-four, unless objections 
thereto are filed within eight days after the time limited for 
filing such report, without the eiltry of an order or further 
notice. The practice with reference to setting aside such sale Sa.les set 
shall be the same, so far as applicable, as in a sale in equity aside. 
on the foreclosure of mortgaj:!es: Prodded, No sale shall be Proviso. 
set aside for inadequacy of price, except upon payment of the 
amount bid upon such lIale, within interest and costs: Pro-
dded furlhn-, That no sale shall be set aside after confirma-
tion, except in cases where the taxes were paid, or the prop-
('rty was ex('mpt from taxation. In such cases the owner of 
lIuch lands may rom'e the court at any time within one year 
after he shall ha\'e notice of such "ale to s('t the same aside, 
lind the court may so order upon such terms as may be just. As County treas
lloon as practicable after sales are confirmed, the county treas- ~e~!~ir~~ort 
urer shall make full report of the same to the Auditor Gen- General. 
('raJ, in such form as thp Auditor General shall prescribe, 
giving a d<'flcription of the prop<'rty sold, the amounts for 
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which the same was sold, and the names and addresses of the 
Auditor Gen- purchasers, and thereupon the Auditor General shall, after 
~~:~:~ issue the period of redemption provided in section seventy~four has 

expired, execute deeds to the purchasers in such form as shall 
Lands bid to be determined by him. All lands bid off in the name of the 
State, taxable. State shall continue liable· to be taxed in the same manner as 

if they were not the property of the State except as herein-
Unsold lands after provided. If from any cause the lands, or any parcel 
read\"ertised. thereof decreed for sale by the Auditor General, shall not be 

sold as advertised, it shall be the duty of the Auditor Gen
eral to cause sale to be made at such other time as he may fix 
for that purpose, of which notice shall be published at least 
four weeks prior to such day, and such notice shall contain 
a description of the lands and the amount claimed thereon, 
as hereinbefore provided in the first instance. The sale and 
all proceedings thereon shall be the same as if made on the 

Purchaser first day fixed therefor: Provided, That if any parcel sold 
~~::! a~t"a::ke under the provisions of this section shall also be offered at 
tax land list. the same sale as State tax lands, the purchaser must also 

at the same time become the purchaser froni. the State tax 
land list, and pay the taxes, interest and charges remaining 
unpaid thereon, for all years for which such land is held 

Void sales. as State tax land. All sales made in contravention of this 
Money requirement shall be void. The several county. treasurers 
receivable. shall receive on such sale only such funds as shall be re-
Proceeds paid ceivable at the State Treasury, and all moneys received at any 
¥'re~~. tax sales that belong to the State shall be paid into the State 
Payment ot Treasury, and the expenses of advertising and sale shall be 
expenses. paid therefrom on the warrant of the Auditor General, and 

the remainder shall. be placed to the credit of the general 
fund. 

History:-Am. 1897, p. 286, Act 225, Imd. Elf. May 29;-C. L. '97, 3893;-Am. 
1899, p. 428, Act 262, Elf. Sept. 28. 

In all proceedings to collect the taxes after they are returned to the Auditor 
General or to sell the lands to enforce payment, the county treasurer is the 
agent of the Auditor General lind does not act as a mere county officer.
Palmer ". Ri<-h, 12 M. 414. See Sees. 93-4. But in conducting tax sales is not 
acting as agent of the State in such a sense as to put his action in tbis regard 
c,utside his official duties as treasurer and thereby make the loss by his default 
in accounting for the moneys received by him on such sales that of the State 
and so not chargeable to the county under the statute.-Attorney General v. 
Supervisors St. Clair Co., 30 M. 388. The statute imposes upon the Auditor 
('"meral the entire authority and contral over the sale of lands delinquent 
for ta.'<es. The county treasurer in making the sale acts under his direction.
Clark v. Mowyer, 5 M. 462. The auditor General cannot directly or indirectly 
postpone tax sales beyond the date fixed by law.-f!oughton Co. v. Auditor 
General, 41 M. 28. If on re-olfer before close of sale it is found impossible to 
sell, land may then be bid to State; not necessary that sale be kept open 20 
days.-Barnum v. Barnes, 118 M. 264. But such re-olfer should not be until 
after the first olfer has been made of the entire list of descriptions, and io 
00 event before the second day of sale. 

In Taylor v. Snyder, Walker's Chan. Rep. 490, party interested in certain 
land attended tax sale, but was prevented from huying by the fraudulent conduct 
of one to wbom the land was struck olf, but who failed to pay. On a subsequent 
day, in the absence of the interested party. the sale was made to another. in 
privity with the one to whom the sale was first made. Held, that in a bill to 
have the sale declared fraudulent and void it was not necessary to olfer to 
refund the money paid by the purcllaser for tile tax title fraudulently obtained 
by him, and that he must lose what he paid. 

A purchaser from the county treasurer of State tax lands does not have to 
pay the taxes then a Iien.-Munroe v. Winegar, 128 M. 809. 

A purchaser of the State tax title is obligated by law to purchase for such 
Yellrs as lemain unpaid, for all years which such land is held as State tax land.-
Holfman v. Auditor, 136 M. 689. . 

A tax sale made by a· clerk in the office of the treasurer is void. Official acts 
must he performed by an officer.-Hall v. Collins, 117 M. 617; 
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The t'ertiftcate or purcha .. e ... ho,\<"cl that thE' romplainant pnrchased the whole 
',ad, hut the record of (OOUllt) trt"a,.;urer l!ihowed a purchase of 5-6. The conrt 
tilt)'. wben the certificate and entry l.."Ontlict the entr)" should be treated as the 
or,glnal tntry.-·Kneeland ,'. Hull et al. 110 !II. 55. 

An irr,-"'cularit)' in failina=' to include a strip ot land in a description is not 
juri8CUct.ional. aod where the ownt>r permits the ('(lse to proceed to a decreet the 
C4l1ft1tion ,,·t .... ther the land i8 properly assessed and whether proper steps have 
been taken to charge the land after assessment bet.-omes res adjudicata.-Keho 
,. Auditor General. 138 M. 5.6. 

WHO MAY I'LJKCHASE: See notes to Sees. 7 and 84. Purchase by mort-
g~ee.-.'ello v. Barbour. 58 M. '9. Also Porter v. Corbin, 124 M. 261. . 

:\ book kept by a count,. treasurer containing statements of various tax 
suJCI, tile nalU("1iJ of the pur('ha~f"r!j and other items connected therewith, though 
nol _u"h a book a. \\'ao di.ti nctly required by any stntute to be kept, held to 
br an official twMlk and 8dmi~ilJle as evidcnl"e to prove the facts therein stated.
Gr,-bed v. S<"ele)·. 13 M. 829. 

Orc..ler of ronllrmation not n("('cssar)' to the validity of sale. Owner not having 
mu,"ed to set hide 8o.'\le within eight da)'s provided for confirmation cannot 
th~reattcr In a rollateral procl'eding attack the sale on the ground that treas
urer'_ report to the court did not ohow that the land load been oft'ered a second 
lime before it ,,'a8 bid to the State.-Hilton v. Dumphy. 118 M. 241. Sale stands 
ronHrmed "'llhout the entry of an ordcr unless objections are filed within tloe 
statutory period.-Conley v. McMillan, 120 M. 894. 

After the conlirmation of tile decree for the sale of delinquent tax lands. tax 
.alee and d .... d. I ... ued thereunder can be set aside for only three reasons: (l) 
'fhat the tax,," were paid. (2) That the hmd was exempt from taxation. (8)' 
Lark of Juri.dlctlon to enter the decree.-RulIIsey v. Gritlln et al.. 188 M. 418. 

G~r~:~::, ~~lnr!l :;;~8s~~r a~~r p~~e~e:.u~rl-::~~ If~ITM~S::l.at ~ 8ale.-Wait v. 
Count, tre-uurer cannot become a purchaser at annual tax sale.-Clute v. 

narron, :1 M. lel!. 
Oy prO<'url ng a deed from the purchaser of a tax title for taxes which the 

life t .. nant oUKbt to ha"e paid. the latter acquired no additional Interest, but 
qul~ted title to the property and In legal eft'ect paid the taxes.-Heilwig v. 
I\)·beck. 178 M. %92. 

One holding under rontrael cannot acquire title again8t his grantee.-Curran 
v. Ban"'. In M. 594. 

The purcha ... of tax litles by plaintift". grantees, 8S8uming plainlift' to be a 
t<-nant In common with his grantees. did not inure to the benefit of plaintiff, a,. no relBtion existf'rI betwet"n plaintiff and his grantee which required either to 
pay the tBIe •. -Him.tend v. Trncey et al .• lU M. 229. 

On.. "'1"",,, duty It 10 to pay taxes cannot obtain a tax title 8eparate and 
dl.tinel from th" original titie.-Cllppinger v. Auditor General, 185 M. 1. 

In purchasing at a tax 8ale the State hold. lIS an indivldual.-Auditor General 
v. Sup~rvl..,r •• 18 M. 15. See also Conn, Mutual Life Ins. Co. v. Wood, 115 M. 
"4; AII~n v. Co ... le}·. U8 M. 580; Mo .. e v. Auditor General, 148 M. 610. 

REPOK T TO CLERK: Failure of county trea8urer to make and Ille report 
of .ale Invalldat"" oalr.-Millard v. Truax, 99 M. 157. Report of .ale lacking 
detail., but referrioJr to Tal( Rerord, etc .• held 8utllcient.-'/enison v. Conklin. 
I U M. t. Report of lillie ... hen Hied with clerk, where 8tatute contemplate8 it 
I. to remain. o~rat"" al notl"" to ail roncern .. d. but cannot be regarded 88 thus 
Hied when It ia att8<'hed to the tax record. Although filing report 18 a condition 

:~~t~~e~~Wn!h~f ~il~;,.·~~.tlll:,::gtr!~~e~h~oP~~"3itr:n g~~~~d:!~.ct ~r~~:':reei~ 
buund to .... the law haA bt't'n complied with. Report of sale cannot be amended 
after period of redemption hOlO explred.-'/enkln80n v. Auditor General, 10' M •. 
U;"ac..d~"':i~~ C~~~~iolnt"o ~. ~'iet.lon DD do not apply to. failure to llIe report.-

Tr~""urer·. report of .ale flied In om"" of county clerk bearing the endo ..... 
nlent of tto.. derk of oucb ftllng I •• utllclent evidence that report W88 made.
'remple y. I' .. olon. 150 M. "'d. 

REPORT TO AlJDITOR (;ENERAL: Report to Auditor General dated on 
day bed for .,de I. erronf'OUo: .hould be dated on conclusion of 8ale: but 
d~fect wa. MJred loy conHrmation. "'0 preci.e time Is Ill(ed for making re
port to Auditor Genrral and .. port made ten days after conftrmation held 
to be within rewoonabl .. time.-D .. trolt F. & M. In •. Co. v. Wood. 118 M. 
II. C..ounty t~uurer hall " r~.ft80n8ble time in which to make his report 
to Auditor Gf'nf'ral.-Youn.,. Y. Pf't~rI. 118 M. 45. 

Parti.... havlnJr rl,htful _ .. Ion of land may before ·the time of redemp
tion explr .. lawfully take from the preml ... whatever tloe removal of 10 not 
Injurious to the fr...,bold. A. to ,..hat constitu",," wSBte, lee Ward v. Carp 
Kiver 1m" Co .. 41 M. e5: W~hoter v. Peet. 97 M. 126. 

"Tbl. rourt halo net h~ld an" It oUKht not to bold that an elJ'ort to obtain 
Informl<tion for the purpotOe of avoiding a tax I. th .. equivalent of aD honest 

elf;rT~~~fotlo:E!r"~'sI::~I:'OC~ ~u~~ ~i,:~:!!:o~a~:n:.:'1t e:,., a',;;8~~s ::. ~~Ii.side 
I< 8ale und~r a d...,r..., In "han .... ry arter ronllrmation of the report of sale than 
hfofore.-Bullard v. C;reen, 10 M. 168. A purchaser under decree muot aocertaln 
at hi. ~rH "'h~ther the deer .... W88 warrRnted or not. and though the time 
for ap~.linr from the d...,ree had expired when he purchased. he cannot r1alm 
Immunll y from the .. ft'ect. of a lub.equent order without notice to him setting 
the d...,ree ""Ide ... unwRrrantedly entered.-Ritson v. Dodge, 18 M. '68. 
I'urch ... ~r at 8 judidRI .. Ie moat be considered 88 having lubmltted himself 
th .... by to th .. Jurl.dldlon of the COIIrt as to all matters connected therewith; 
a"d wben to.. hu DOti .... of a motion to 8et aside the 881 ... and In anower tbereto 

p5 
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appears and without objection goes to a hearing on the merits, he is not in 
position to· afterwards object to the power of the court to decide such motion.
Blair v. Compton, 33 M. 4B. Payment or offer of so much of the tax as is 
equitable must be made before proceedings to vacate the sale. A bill in equity 
will not lie to set aside a sale because of non·jurisdictional irregularities that 
work no injury.-Sinclair v. Lerned, 51 M. 335. In Wiley v. Circuit Judge, Mich. 
Mandamus Cases 710, order to show cause why mandamus should not issue to 
compel respondent to reopen a decree (in June 1891) after sale made in May, 
1890 and allow relator to file answer was denied. Claim not included in petition 
filed to set aside sale cannot be considered on appeal.-Hall v. Mann, 118 M. 201. 
If the tax·payer petitions the court in chancery in the Auditor General's pm· 

ceedings to foreclose a lien the court will compel him to do equity.-Conn. M. L. 
Ins. Co. v. Wood, 115 M. 444. 

That defendants did not occupy such confidential or fiduciary relations to 
petitioner through the information imparted to them by her agent of her in
ability to pay the taxes, as would make it the duty of the defendants in equity 
to pay.-Dall v. Harphan et al., 140 M. 661. 

Pl'ovision and that in Sec. 98 are concurrent.-Wood v. Bigelow, 115 M. 23; 
Kneeland v. Wood, 117 M. 174. Sale will not be vacated for the reason that 
the property is valuable and the amount of the taxes is small.-Nester v. Church, 
121 M. 81. 

In direct proceeding to set aside an irregular decree the rule that "a record 
is conclusive evidence of its own verity" is' not applicable.:....-.'\\"ilkin v. Keith, 
121 M. 66. 

Equitable relief.-See Albany & Boston Mining Co. v. Auditor General, 37 
M. 391. One who seeks relief from a void tax sale in a court of equity will 
be compelled to do equity.-Connecticut Mutual Life Insurance Co. v. Wood, 
115 M. 444. Bill in chancery to impeach decree establishing title must be 
brought within a reasonable time.-Campau v. Van Dyke, 15 M. 371. No ground 
for setting aside deeree of sale that there was not sufficient time between final 
publication and time fixed for hearing for non·resident land owner to reach 
place of trial from his place of residence.-Waldron v. Auditor General," 109 
M. 231. 

An appeal under Sec. 70 of the tax law, on the ground that the taxes have 
been paid, is a general chancery appeal and no bond is required under Sec. 140 
of the general tax law.-Hayward v. O'Connor, Trustee, et al., 142 M. 230. 

A court of. chancery has no power to open a decree in tax proceedings for 
mere irregularities of procedure upon a petition filed after confirmation of 
sale.-Spaulding v. O'Connor, 119 M. 45. A chancery judge has no authority to 
grant leave to file a bill of review for the purpose of setting aside a tax sale 
after confirmation of the sale, unless a total want of jurisdiction to make the 
decree is shown or one of the two causes mentioned in Sec. 70 of the tax law 
exists. and the hearing must be confined to these causes.-Berkey v. Burchard, 
119 M. 101-105; Brooks v. Auditor General, 119 M. 329; Klotz v. Sloan, 160 M. 
483; Clothier v. Miller, 173 M. 530; Grand Haven Arbiter Unterstutzungs Verein 
v Soule, 175 M. 210. 

Where a land owner with full knowledge of all the proceedings permits his 
land to be sold for delinquent taxes and allows two years to elapse without 
taking any steps provided by law to test the validity of the proceedings, he 
cannot thereafter, and after third parties have become interested in products 
severed from the land, file a petition to reopen the deeree entered in the original 

. proceedings.-Cook v. Hall, 123 M. 378. 
", Where the rights of third parties have intervened in tax sales. these rights 
CR not be litigated except in some original proceedings in which such third 
pe ons may be made parties and have an opportunity to answer and defend.
Ben ing v. Auditor General et aI., 137 M. 500; McFarlane v. Simpson, 153 M. 
198; G. F. Sanborn Co. v. Alston, 158 ]\f. 456. 

Pro edings in chancery for the sale of lands delinquent for taxes on petition 
of the ~Auditor General are pursuant to a special and limited authority ron-

. ferred ~y the statute and the rule which obtains in cases which fall within the 
ordinarll jurisdiction of chancery courts that if the court has jurisdiction of the 
parties nd the subject matter its decree though erroneous is binding until set 
aside, is ot applicable to such proceedings.-Wood v. Bigelow, 115 M. 123. 

It is .et led as between the State and the original owner the title to lands 
sold for no ·payment of taxes becomes absolute in the State on a regular sale.
quoting Ro ins v. Barron, 82 M. 36; Connecticut Mutual Life Insurance Co. 
v. Wood, Il M. 444; Allen v. Cowley, 128 M. 530; Hickey v. Rutledge, 136 
M. 128. See so Morse v. Auditor General, 143 M. 610. 

A sale mad by the Auditor General under the pro,isions of the tax law 
of 1899 will n be vacated in a direct proceeding solely on the ground that 
the report of Ie failed to show that the land was reoffered for sale as 
provided by Sec. 62 of the tax law of 1889, where affidavits were presented 
to the effect that 'the sale was properly made and there was no proof offered to 
the contrary.-Duml'hy v. Auditor General, 123 M. 354. 

See Secs. 72. 80, 1 Q6, 144. . 
Complainant's amellded bill flIed to set aside a sale for unpaid taxes held prop

erly stricken from the~les as to the Auditor General, by reason of failure to set 
up want of juristictiol in the court making the decree, and failure to bring 
I,erself within the pro"i, 'on of Section 70 of the tax law.-Carpenter v. Auditor 
General, 114 M. 251. 

Under C. L. Sec. 4067, \nroviding that no sale of land for taxes shall be set 
aside nfter confirmation, &xcept in cases where the tax had been paid or the 
property was exempt, a <'('lUplnint in a bill of review to set aside a con· 
firmed sale. where there is.\no showing that the taxes were paid or the land 
redeemed or exempt, is not ,\ntitled to .~he relief prayed if the court obtained 
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Jurisdiction In tbe tal[ lale proceedings, and so far followed the statute as to 
retain it. . 

C. L. s.,.,. '059 provides tbat, on tbe Auditor General filing a petition for a sale 
of lands for tox.,., the L"Ounty clerk sball present it to tbe circuit judge, wbo 
shall make an order setting the petition tor hearing and providing for the sale. 
which order 8hall be countersigned by the clerk 8S register in chancery, and shall 
be recorded by him In the proper book of his office, a copy of whicb the clerk 
ahall tbereupon send to the Auditor General. 

s.,.,. ,on dedar.. that the publiCAtion of tbe petition and order sball be 
equ,valent to personal service of notice of the sale. Held, tbat the require
ment of the recordln.:- of the court's order IS not jurisdictional. so as to in
validate the ta" 88le proceedln..s on ""COunt of a failure to record it at length. 

A variance in date between the de<'ree entered in the circuit court for the sale 
of land. for taxI'. on the petition of the Auditor General and the certified copy 
thE'r~f Ilttached to the tax: record in the county treasurer's office under which 
."Ie I. bad Is not a jurisdictional defect Invalidating the tax sale proceedings. 

Where a county treasurer's report of a tax sale to the Auditor General. made 
hefore Its confirmation. shows that. In every case where parcels are marked as 
havlnlf be~n bid In by State, suoh parcels. on being originally oft'ered, were 
paned over lor the time being. and were re-offerecl before the close of the sale. 
hut could not he sold for the total amount of the taxes, interest, and charges 
ft.-ainst thf'm. anrl that tht'rellpon and for that reason the county treasurer bid 
off the same In the name of the State. 8uch report is not defective, 8S failing to 
ahow that the lands ""t're duly offered In their regular order, nor. if it were, 
"ould that be a jurisdictional defect, Invalidating the tax sale proceedings. 

,\tbf're the State purchaSeR land for taxes for a certain year. and the defend· 
nnt purch8'~. the State'. title. and at the same time purchases the lands for 
the taxe. of the Ru("("eeding )'enr. and the sale for the tax('s of the succeeding 
r~Br I. void. It I. not a tenable objection to defendant's title that, as It does 
not sppear that he would have purchased tbe State's title except tbat be wanted 
tn hid for the tAXeR of the succeeding yenr, the purchase of the State's title 
.hnnld fall with the other.-Burn. et al. v. Ford et aI., 124 M. 274. 

That the bill .hould bave been dismissed witb costs to deCendants as the 
eft'ect of the dt'Cr<'e I. to deprive def~ndants of tbeir costs though the bill of 
rf'1'if'w Wft. di8ml~~pd and complainant obtained a longer time to redeem.
Ph~lps et al. v. O'Connor et al., 187 M. 625. 

Plaintiff helnlf a tenant In common rould not make a valid lease of the whole 
premi.... Lee v. Livingston, 148 M. 2ns. 

A tendnt In common cannot ocquire a title 8S against his co-tenants by 
purchase of the entire premises at a sale for taxE's nsses~t"d during the period 
of the ~tPn8nC)·. A lather In postllession cannot obtain title by adverse posses· 
alon •• 811'1Iiu8t hhl own children. nor can he acquire their title by the purchase 
of a tall title.-DRhl~m v. Abbott ~t 01., 146 M. 605. 

In 8 .lImlnar), pr()("ef'din~ bf'fore the cir('uit court commis~ioner the tenant was 
Hloppf'd from clRiminJC' owner!Ohip by purchase of the premises for taxes where 
the title "-Ali ve!IItrd in the pur('haser at the time the premises were rented.
- Balch Y. Radford. 181 M, 292, 

On a bill flied to remove tile doud of tax sale. from a title, and to Ret 
o.l<1e the .ale. mo.le to a third party tinder the Stnte tax bomestead law, the 
rll"C'Tee lur tht' 8"le ran not be attacked in a collateral proceeding.-Owens v., 
Auditor (le-oeral. 147 M. 683. 

AppliooUon to file R bill of review In proceedln". for R writ of assistanoe in 
tH~ prf)('~(>din"!11 df'nif"d on the IIhowinlir that petitioner hAS delayed for four 
reaJlll to file the pt"tition. &oct that petitioner permitted the purchasers of the 
tn tlUe to pny the talleo for that perio<l, althou"b he purchased tbe title 
for on~ ,"f'ar, the non--p&)'mE'nt 01 which by the d('fencinnts was a fatal defect in 
th~ir title. Bmwn et Ill. v. tlhpntrick et al., 143 M. 686. 

trIne to HIE' a hill of rel"jew will not he RTanted in a tax prO<'eeding after 
("(m"nmltion or &aIr. ""lIfOr,,, the partle'l .("('king relit'f have been guilty of laches 

i:d rI~~!~du'".:~t:'it::~~~!ri~11f ~'::t I~!~ra:!:~n i: ~~!itc;r;;:e. o~~he~~d e~~ll:: ~~~ 
Ju,t1<-e d~mRnd It.-Tromble v. 1I0ft'mnn. 180 M. 676. 

lie hi. that wh~n owner flied petition ei"ht month. after he learned tbat 
rl ... r,'nch,nt hR" IJolurht the tlmtwr two )'eRn before Bnd the land six years before, 
h .. W80 lruilly of IHch ... and woul<l not be permitted to open a decree seiling 
tit .. IRnd.-n~",II" .. Y. Aud. C;en'l.. 137 M. 500. 

·'Th. prnrtl~ with rt"ferf'nce to lI!If'ttln~ 8!11irle slIC'h fIIlllf' shaU bE' the same, ,,0 
tnr a. appllcRhlf', 'UI in 8 aale In f'QlIitv on the tnr~loslire of mortllAtles" should 
be held to apply ,ml", to the procedure In the suit broul<ht by the Auditor Generul 
.. h~r ... In that proceedin!!" the onle I. Bttnoked.--Croskery v. Busch, 116 III. 2AA. 

'WMoTe ohjectlons to the Imfflrif'ncy of pnx-eedings in tnx cases are not made 
In" the trial rourt. RlIrh ohj«tion8 will not be revIewed on appeal.-Auditor 
Gf"nf'rn) ". (·h,,"~. 13% M. Gil. 

1"ho".h ouit hli.ht be broulfht ."Bin" the Auditor General to test the Jelfallty 
"' • tin: bt-fure .HI~, H'nlmrr 1'. Rkh. II M. 41') it Is prn('tical1y a. suit SKains! 
the State it hrmurhl HIt ... r""Rrtt" ami ('Annul be maintained without consent.-

.\~~I~~I;· ~;:tt~o~r~~~~:I":r'8 i~~~:I~;rity e'"en witllin one )"ear f'xcept wh('re tax 
""~1iI palet or Innd t'~"npt. althotlwh S("('. 73 flXe9 flye )'enr8.-Spnnldin~ v. 
O·('onnur. III M ... ,. See nl!'WJ AJ!tt"C ('opper CO. Y. Auditor General. 128 M. 
t1l5: St. Mnry'. Po,," .. r rD. Y. (·han,lI .. r. 133 M ... jO. 

n,e omi,.lun to ",off ..... 81 an Irregularity mer~ly.-Dumph.y v. Auditor Gen· 
~ral. In M. 15., 
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An irregularity in including exempt land belonging to another in a descrip
tion on land liable to taxation will not avoid a decree for the sale of the land 
for unpaid taxes.-Smith et al. v. Auditor General, 138 M. 582. 

A decree may he set aside by petition after one year where the court had no 
jurisdiction to make it providing the petitioner shows strong equities in his 
favor and has not been guilty of laches.-Aztec Copper Co. v. Auditor General, 
128 M. fi15, citing Spaulding v. O'Connor, 119 M. 45, and Benedict v. Auditor 
General, 104 M. 269. 

The court cannot open the decree after one year under Brooks v. Auditor 
General, 119 M. 820. and Scheft'erlev v. Auditor General, 120 Id. 455. 'See also 
Smith v. Auditor General. 138 M. 582.-Blondin v. Griffin. 138 M. 647. 

Section 70 of the tax law .provides that where taxes are paid the owner shall 
have one year after notice of a sale for taxes to move the court to set aside the 
sale. Held, that 'any notice to the owner of the land that it is sold for taxes 
is sufficient.-Hayward v. O'Connor, Trustee. et aI., L45 M. 52; Hall v. Miller. 
150 M. 800. 

In view of Section 70 providing that no sale shan be set aside after confirma
tion except where tax was paid or the property exempt, a sale made pursuant 
to a decree * * * whether enrolled or not. cannot be set aside after confirmation 
because the taxes were not paid through oversil<ht of the owner's 8l<ent, and the 
owner did not discover it until after· confirmation.-Brooks v. Auditor General, 
liD M. 829. 

The objection to tax titles that the land had been bid in by the State for the 
previous years. and was still held by the State cannot be raised collaterally.
Holfman v. Pack. 128 M. 74. 

Where a parcel of land is sold from the tax record in disregard of the titles 
held by the State under sales of prior years. the sale would be absolutely nnll 
and void and not voidable merely. and the purchaser could not claim any right 
to purchase the prior years from the Auditor General and the Auditor General 
would be under no more obligation to sell to him than to any other person.-
Op. Attorney General. 1894. p. 145. . 

Where there is a valid assessment and a decree for the sale of land for non
payment of taxes. aU questions except that the taxes were paid, the Dropert)· 
exemDt. or the court was without jurisdiction. are' foreclosed by the decree.
Harrington v. Dickinson. 155 M. 161. 

A pro confesso decree is as binding upon the parties thereto UDon all ques
tions involved as is a contested decree on the same questions.-Harrington v. 
Dickinson. 155 M. 161. . 

Where the owner of the oril<inal title. tenders to the Auditor General an 
amount sufficient to purchase State tax land and within a reasonable time 
after such tender. files· a bill to set aside a void sale. he is not guilty of laches.-
Horton v. Salling, 155 M. 502.- -

The limitation as to time does not apply to lands owned by incompetent per
sons.-Youn"" v. Blanchard. 165 M. 340. 

The fact that the property of two or more persons is assessed as one descrip
tion. is not sufficient for setting aside a decree for the sale of land so assessed.
Loud v. O'Brien, 167 M. 206. 

One pnrchasin"" at the county treasurer's sale from the tax record, must. if 
the description is held as state tax land for taxes of other years. also pur
chase for the years thus held.-Grand Haven Arbiter Unterstutzungs Verein v. 
Soule, 175 M. 210. 

A Durchase of a tax title by the wife of a life tenant, occupying the premises 
jointly with her husband. inUl'es to the benefit of the remainderman to whom 
the life tenant owed the obligation to pay the tax.-Myers v. Myers. 186 M. 215. 

Where a land owner petitions the equity rourt to set aside a tax deed as a 
eloud upon his title, the court may require him to reimburse the owner of the 
tax title for the amounts paid.-Le"g v. Bower, 212 M. 403. 

RULES FOR SALE: The following are among the rules prescribed by the 
Auditor General for the annual tax sales bv county treasurers: 

1. County Clerk's Entries.-On receiving the first (original) copy of the Tax 
Record from the County Clerk. after decree has been entered. see that he 
has made the proDer entries in columns 14 and 22; also in column 23. pro
vided any explanation is uecessary to perfect understanding 'of any order made 
by the court. It the Clerk ha .. 7Iot made. these entries !IOU will report the fad 
to the A udito>' General b!l telellmph or telephone as soon a .. the Tax Record 
;. delivered to !IOU. Under no conditions is it permissible for the County 
Treasurer or any attache of his office to enter the amollnt decreed in the 
original Tax Record. 
, 2. Copy of Derree.-Do not fail to see that a certified ropy of the decree is 
entered in or affixed to the Tax Record when received from the County Clerk. 
It the certificate does nol bear the seal you will cause the Clerk to impress or 
affix it before you proceed with the sale. . 

8. Read the Law.-BefOl·e olfering the ftrst parcel in the Tax Record read 
Section 1'0 of the Tax Law of 1893 (Act 206). as .mended by Act 269 of 1899. 
in the hearing of those then in attendance upon the sale: lind it is su"gested 
that from time to time. as may seem desirable by reason of the arrival of 
other bidders than those in attendance at the commencement of the sale, you 
call attention to Its provisions. Announce eiearly that the prot'isions of said 
section constitute the conditions and tt"rms of the sale. and in all cases you 
will he governed hy the requirements thereof. 

4. Sen in Order,-Having entered (I) in rolumn 16 of the Tax Record the 
amounts paid before sale. (2) in column 17 the amounts charged against descrip
tions which are to be withheld. and '(8) in column 28 such notes as are indicated 
by the heading thereof, you will commence and continue the sale as hereinafter 



MICHIGAN 1893, AS AMENDED 

dirO<"!~d. and in the order in which descriptions appear on the list from which 
the .ale I. beinA' made. 

5. Hour. of Sale.-The decree of sale and the published notice Rx the hour 
for oprninff the sale at 10 a. m., and therefore no sale. can be made be/ore that 
hour, on May I. and no .alell can t,e made before that day. It is suggested 
that the hour. of oale be from 10 a. m. (standard time) to' 12 M .. and trom 
2 to 5 p. m •• each day during which the sale is in progress. 

•. Adjournmenhl.-.-\t each adjournment public announcement should be 
made of the hour to which adjournment is had. but flO adjournment .hould be 
"'ade b'!lOfId the dUff fol/owillg the day on which adjournment i. had. except 
the atljournment from Saturday should be to the following Monday. . 

7. Cloee Df Sale.----fThe ,ale should be concluded as Boon as practicable, but 
In no ca8e should final adjournment be had until (1) every description on 
the Tax Record (not withheld frolU sale) has been oft'ered In the manner 
hf'reln indicated, nnd (2) until such dt'scriptions on the Tax Record 8S have 
'Jot M~n BOld on the flnt offer ha\'e been reotrered on a day subsequent to the 
day on "'hich they were flr8t otrered. and in the same manner, and (8) until 
('arh description on the State Tax Land list has been 80 offered and reo1rered. 
Wh~n 811 this has been done the sale should be closed. and your report on 
blauk So. '68 made and lIled and oue copy thereof sent to this department. 
Thi. report mll~t he made on or before May 21 st. 

•• So Prilrste Sui H.-No 'nip, can be made by you eXCI?pt at public sale. 
('ounty Treasurers hn,-e no authority to sell either from the Tax Record or 
the State Tax Land Li.t. at private sale. and sales so made wonld be voidable. 
If not actually voirl. No valid sales can be made by County Treasurers before 
the BBle opens, dllrinll any adjournment, or after the public sale is closed. 

D. Clerk (;annot Sell.-The sale must be made by tbe County Treasurer or 
Ihe Deputy (;ounty Treasurer. It cannot be made by a clerk. nor any other 
pf'rlIIon than the officers l18med. 

10. Trell8urer or Attache Cannot pUf(·hase.-Neither the County Treasurer, 
the Dt"'pllty County Treusurer nor any attache of the County Treasurer's office 
eRn purchase at the tax sale. either for himself or as the agent of any person. 
In e'-ery Instance "'here rl"mittnnce is made to the County Treasurer with re
que.t to purcha.~ Innrto at Ihe oale. the sender should be advised that the request 
('Rnnot he compllel! with. and that the rf'mittance will be returned or retained 
lubjt"C:'t to application upon purchases made by the sender or some proper agent, 
88 tie may direct. 

II. SI~n8turf'. to Certiflcate8.-En"r)' C'ertiflcate ot sale issued must be signed 
by tilt" County 1"r .. nRurt"'r (or by the Dt"puty County Treasurer) and not by 
IHI)' rlf"rk In the ottirf'. Cerlitlf'Btf'8 lIot NO 8i~ned cannot be accepted for deeds. 
1 he CUllnty Trt""8l1urer's name must not be affixed by a stamp. 

It. PII,."menta on Appeal.-In any caRe where decree of sale has been entered 
om' appfOol i" tukf'n therefrom. as provided in Section 67. you will give the 
party H .. penling an orrlinar)' (-ommercial rKeipt for the amount decreed, and 
will hold ,"ch plI)'m~nt IInlil the appenl i. decided. It the appeal Is fully 
fuultalnf'd, )'011 will. on reN'lpt of a certified ropy of the final decree. return 
the ftmrHlnl. Inkin .. the receipt of the proper party therefor. It the decree of 
the ('ir~ult Collrt I. lu.tnlned. )011 will Issue official duplicate receipts as of the 
date of rRymt"nt. If thp e1p.cr~ 18 811~tained in part and set aside 88 to Borne 
Pllrt of the lsnPIil or rhaflre.. )'OU will i88ue duplicate receipts for the amounlR 
hnnllv d..,r~ and .. ill return the balance of the payment, taking proper receipt 
therefor. 

SAI.K OF LANDS FOl'ND IN THE TllX RECORD. 

u. Srll FlfOt From Tal[ Rerord.-The deoeription found In the Tax Record 
0"" 'JUI fPi'hh,../d (,rom IfIIle aa htrl!in vrot'id4!d are to be offered first, except 
"'h~rr nny d_ript on or an)' part ther~of Is held on the State Tax Land List. 
lu ,,-hirh ("1111'" th~ dpCif'rlption 80 hf'lcI nltu' be !!Iold trom sold State Tax Land List 
at th,. ,,"nit" time Hili from tht" 'l'1IX" Rf'cord Ilml to the ~Ilme buyer. 

It. Df' . .,.rlpliun to he Withhrld.-To comply wllh the requiremento Indicated 
In tht" helldinlfli of culunw" 16 nnd fa. carefully examine the Tax Record and 
"Uhhulrl from 8:t1t' nil dt!1U'riptiolili thf'rffln upon which the tax has been paid 
ftt )'our oftkf'. "~ntpr In ("fllumn 16 ttlt' umount paid. and it the nmotlnt paid 
I" 1..-." th"n th~ amullot tltntf'fl In ('nlumn I., enter the difference In column 17 
nnd .. hf' til ... lI"te of PIt)'IIIt"lIt in ('ultlmn !8. AI!Ilo entt"r in ("oltlmn 17 the amount 
IIIt"t .. d tn ('olulI1nlll 11 Hnd I' npprnlitt· d{'~'rlption8 -that are withheld trom sale 
fnr any reAson othrr thuD that the taxe' were paid to the Connt, Treasurer 
bfo'ore lift Ie. I'. P,,)'mt"nt O ... fore S"le_-Sf'Ction 104 prov"'es thnt the taxes on any Janila 
tTturnr" a. drlillfltlenl nuty he paid to the (~ounty Trea~lIrer or to the State 
1.en"urt"r nt lUI)' tilliP prinr to the dny of 80le and the right to pay the taxes 
or any lu"t tl ... rt"Ol nn Itny pSIr('t"1 or on nny part or intfOrest tn any parcel of 
lHnd fmlfld in tht- Tux Ka'flrti tt"rnlinlltl"A on the day preceding the day flxed 
hy Sf'("tiun 741 0" tht" eta,. of An Ie. \'011 "'iII 1I0t, thf'refore. UN-pt payments 
tf'nlfrrf'fI ~lIlllMt"flll .. nt to :\pril l4Ith. Bllt partbll ps)'mt"nu either before or after 
flt"'f'rH' I ..... two"n rllt .. , .. rt Rlld tN-furf' .utlf' do nut .tay proceedlnga (See. )08). 
'\"011 "III ,....11 1111 ri"""riptionlil on ,,-hh-h PRrt or the taxt"'1 ha\'e lJeoen paid or that 
part uf tt .. dl"Mf"ripliun upun ,,-hkh the blXf'1i and the ftccrned ("harges bave 
nnt ~n full)" paid. Inrludinl' ~ In tilt'! amount suit) fur) the proportionate in
tC"r~t. rollt"ll,tlllft 'toe ar.rt exp .. nt&t-. \\"hpn pa)'ment or taXf'8 or any part of or 
lillY undi"itird IU't"rt"Mt In Rny df'lIICrilJlion Is otTered before the day of lale. 
the propt"r prfJlMlrtion 01. the entire amount rlt><'ref'd a.-ainst the description all 
It app<,sno In th., Tn . il.....,rd. nlsy be a""epted for any determinable part of 
tb_ d_rlption adverll'rd. 
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16. De."I·I!,lhms Did to Nolhlnll'.-WhCl'e n description I. oft'ered for .ale and 
1& bid to 110 hi nil'. do not Issne n certltlcale or sole, but treat It as a payment or 

·tho Inxes and I.slle dllplicllle lecelpls, plncinr the amount decreed In column 
16. 

17. Pl'el'lolIs ,"onl's.-When n parcel or Innd I. adl'ertlsed and I. on the Tax 
Record fOI' Inxes of more Ullin one yenr, do not .011 for either yeRr unlc •• the 
bidder 11100 IlIlI·chlls,·. for the Inxcs of nil yelll's on slIld Tox I\ecord. 

18. gntl'Y Showlnll' 1'lIrchnscr.-Sc,·tlon 70 provides thnt the word "Slnte" 
silO II bc enlered In the Tnx Uemrd Ol)po.lte ench parcel bid 01T In the nnme of 
Ihc SllIlo. \'011 will bc cllrefnl to comply alrlctly with thla requirement, and 
nl/lke Ih,' nolllllon III ('011111111 ¥O, opposite each descrl~tlon. Never till column 
20 opposite IIny description by "ditto," "do," or " " Bllt write the word 
"Stille" In nil eIlS(·. whoro the dcscl'lption 10 bid to the State, and the nome 
of the plIl'd",scr, If 80hl to 1111 hulivldllOI, firm or corporntion. (In column II 
you shollid pllll'e Ihe ('",nplete add res. or the purch08er, IIlvlnll' street number 
of plll'chaser rMldlnll' In cities.) These entlres must be maLle 011 both copies of 
the Tax Ue<·ol'd. 

10. Sulo to FIrm 01' Corporatlon.-In all coses of sale to a ftrm enter the 
Indlvl<lu:l1 numes of tho porSUM con8t1II1t1nll' the fll'm and not the nrm nome. 
Where tho 81\Ie Is mllde to 1\ corporutloll, add after the corporate name the 
abbrevlatlun "Inc," 

20. Sulos Sot Aslcle.-,When 0 salc I. oet aside for Inadequacy of price (os 
provider! 1'01' In Septlou 70), 011 receiving payment of the toxes wltb the Interest 
!!nd otllel' churges (Including the $1 per desol1ption for expenses,) you will 
I,sue dupllcllle I'ecelplo a. In olher cnses of poyment, ,tatlnll' on tlte face of 
Ihe receipt thllt the pnynll'nt Is mnde In aceordRlwe with a decree of the court 
seltlng aside the slIlc fOI' InodeQullcy of pl·lce. Enter In column n. 

~l. Ohj'1l'tlono to Conllrlllutlnn.-In cnse objections to the conftrmotlon of 
""les are lIIod within thc time limited In Section 70, note tbe foct In column 23. 
In the seconr! copy of tho 'I'lIx II ,'cord , so that the deed will not be I •• ued until 
It I. known thnt tho ohjcrtlons nrc ovorl'Uled and the sole conlh·med. The entry 
In the orlll'lnol 'I'nx lIerol'd shOll"] he made hy the COllnty Clerk. and the COllnty 
Tl'eo.m·,'r ShOllld confer wltlr thllt oOlc<'r relotlve to the record of '.uch obJection •• 

22. Sell a. Deel·eNI.-Sell eaeb description os (/r,,·ttd, unles. 1\ port of the 
descrlptloll I. withheld fl'om snle III accor<lnnce wllh a Ipeclol decree of the 
COlIl't Ill' IIpon Instrll<'lilln" from this Depnrtment or the toxes thereon are paid, 
In whl~h cnse )'011 will offer the bolo nee. 

28. No Division of D~,cl'lptlon •. -11I no case can any d~.erlptlon In colllmn 
.S be altered or amonch'd. Sell the wholo description oft'ered to one Individual, 
1l1'1ll or cOl'pomtlon. It It cnnnot be oold, bid the whole description to the 
Slole off'1I'Inll' It a second lime on the doy followlntr tbe day on which It W8. 
lint olTel'ed, Ill' befol'c th~ cluse of Ihe slIlo. 

S,i'. Emso 1\0Ihlnll.-1I· .. • ... ,..,/. OI,t 0'- tm ... nliV dearl'i,ltion or omolln' lound 
In ~olllmns 1 10 U Inclnslve. os I'ecelved from the Depnrtn ... nt or ·trom the 
Court. Whenever any cholllro Is fonnd necco..ory, Indlc8te It by entries In 
columns u to 23, re'p.,'III','I)·. as moy be oppll~lIble. 

25. l~ntl'Y of Inh'I'l,.1 Sold.-In nil cnse. of ""le, either to an Individual 
hhlrler 01' to the SInh'. pnll'l' In cllillmn H the Inlel'est "old, nnd entor the ftmount 
suld for I,,' column 1M If 80ld 10 an Indll'ldllal, and In coillmn 19 If bid to the 
SllIte. If the entil'e In"'rest olT,'red Is sohl, enter the word "entire" In column 
15; If lin IIndlvhl.'d Inlt'I·.st (ie •• than the Inlere.t olTered) I. lold, entor In 
"nlnmn 15 the pI'up,'r [meUm\ denoting tho undivided Interest sold, precedlnr 
Ihe fmctlon by tho nhhrel'lnUon "Un(]." It any PlIl't of the dl'Scrlplion ho. 
heen pnltl 01' Is wtlhh.hl for any rOllsnn re"lllI'nl."d herein, enter In colnmn U 
the des~rlpllon of the 1','mnlnMI' os sold, nnl] IIlso en IeI' In .ald column the In
tOl'ost oold III onld I'~malnder. The word "entire" entered In column 15 Indicates 
thllt the enllro Il1tOl','st olTrrcd hilI beell sold, and ts eQuolly applleoble to an un
divided fmctlonar Inltm'st It olT,'rcd liS slll'h; but If any d,'scrlptlon Is bid down 
lind I. Rnllllv stl'lu-k off to an IlIdlvlduol, nrm or ~orporatlon for'll Ie .. Intere.t 
thall' wos oWcl'ed, Ihell the enlr[ In column 15 ohould ohow the tractional Int" ... 
est sold. and It lIlust be olnle, to be an uudlvlded Interest. The omlo.lon to 
enter Ihe Inlel','st sold would he Just a. fnllli ns to omit entry of the fact of sale. 

20. Mnst Toke .·rmn Stille T"x Land Llst.-Any person purch"slnw a descrip
tion from Ihe 'fax RN·III'd. 01' any pllrt thereof, whldl I. for Il\le on the Stnte 
Tax La uri List, mu_t h6 rellnh· .. 1 to pm·,·h"s. the description os oft'ert1d In o"ld 
'Ust, otlll'l'\vlse the d""'I'lplion 0'1 the TalC Rccol'd lIlust be bid to the Stllte. 
This Is Illlpel'lltlve, lind sllles muLle In ~ontruv.ntlon thereof are void. Seo Sec
lion TO. Wh<'n 1\ r1rs"rlptlon 10 purdlnscd f1'01ll the 'fIIl1: Record alld Stnh, list. 
the Y~Rl'" "nhl trom the 1\,'col'd 01'" lIot suhjc<-t to redmnptlon. See Cheever v •. 
Flint Land ComplIlIY. l.td" (Mich. Upls., Vol •. 134, p. 604.) Ofllnd Hoven Arbiter 
l'lItol'stuIKunj(s Vert'ln "s. Sou It', et 01., (Mich. I\pls., Vol. IT5, p. 910. 

97. Hend Not,'s III 'I'ux Ue'~lI'<l.-For· specific dlreello"" 08 to the monMr of 
"8lng tho 'I'ax .11t-Clll'L1, ,"0 also the noh's nt the heod of the pores thereof, which 
YOIl shouh] c"refully ohSl'l've "1111 .Irletly tollow. 

2A. 1l,,,,,I. anet lIefnIlCllnll'o.-AII ,It'ello fnr Inll<1 •• old from the Tox Record 
or from the St"to 'I'nx l.nnd List al'6 (If tho lalld I. not redeemed or the oole 
('on~ellcd\ to he I.su('d by Ihe Auditor Gener"I, and all ,·tlun,ling on red (lamed 
01' ('nllL'efed o"I.,s ""1.,/ ~. ",,,,/, //1/ this Dr,,,,,·!,,.,nt. <'XL'"pt In the elloe or r ... 
flll\(1I1I1I' IIlunoy pllh] II. II cUIl<lItion of III'Pl'al, III which <'lIse YOII will be JOverned 
by pOl'ngl'lIph U. 

29. Mnk" ~"IIIII'lIle ("'I'IIIl"lIteo tor F.lll'h, J)~.crlptlun.-J)o not In~lnde III lillY 
cel'tln"alt, uf purl'!UlStl ."\'01'111 d('o<'rll't1nns bill In by nny olle bllyer, bllt make 
II .~I'ol'llte c<'l'lIIl<'lIlo fUI' ~lIdl (h'St'I'lpliun; thot I. moko a ~~rtll\cote fllr (1/I~h 
d~AcrlptlQn 01 It IIPPOIII'8 III tho 'I'IIX Ueeord, lind net'er Illc/Ild. ht'O d~.cri,.. 
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tlOU i. 0It~ ~~rti~t~ unl_ tbey w .. re advertised together and included in 
ODe ··~ltC'8te" in rolumD 11. 

)fANNER or S.\LE. 

Ie. N'un.bfor Ce-rtjfteates.-E~e..,. ~rtificate of sale must btar the lOme twm
,...,. ... that by which Ihr d"""ription is indicated in tbe Tax Record (or State 
Tn Land Uot) from whieb tbe &ale i8 mad ... 

II. Sale loIuot Be COm .... tit .. e.-The practire at p .. rmitting anyone to ""It'd 
dftCl'iption& be-fore or durinA' the sale and of trealln;- such descriptions as sold 
to lucb peonon is distinctly rontrarr to the pro,"isions of law. So IO./e ron he 
"0. f,"!,_ tatltn tltt! Tal Rec('rd or tAt! State Tax Land Lid eZ'c-ept as the 
~~«r;pt.o.. i, offend for ('ompdltion ",-hen sold to the highest bidder if from 
State Ta. l~and List. or to the one offf'ring to pay the taxes and charges and 
take thr omall"'" undividt'd int .. r ... t. ir rrom the Tax R...-ord. 

II. Olrer Each Pareel St-paratelY.-Ead. and er"'1/ ",IT«/ aninst whieh deer .... 
baa been .nti!'rf'd fJtU"t he uPI'mt"!1 erposetl for wle. unless paid for before 
.. Ie or lawrully ..-Ithhrld. This requirement or Ihe la ... cannot be satisfit'd by 
a pn .. nl olr .. r of Ihr list. Ea.-b pareel must be separately exposed. Tbe 
h:'R'..!r7.riptiona .ho"ld be otJert'd in lbe order in ",hieh tbey appear in the 

... Sale of l.east Int .. r ... t.-Sal.. must be or Ihe small.... undhid .. d int .. rest 
for which the description can be sold. Sale must not be marie of the entire 
inwl'ftlt if any ppnon .. ill pay all taxes and ehar2'l"S and accept a certifICate 
for an undi.idrd intf'rf'st 1t"SS than the entire interest. . 

U. Sale of l:ndividt'd Inl ...... I.-Ir sale .-annat be made or an inlerest less 
lhan the f'ntire. Uwn Mle of the entire inte-rM may be made. but only when 
the .. ntire amount deeref'd ('anoot be realized tor a sale of Jess than the entire 
iI,tn"'" In Ihr pa~1. 

IS. Sale 01 l:ndividcd Inl .. r""'.-Ir 8ale I. made of an undivided in ... r ..... 
Ihr Inl .. rest ..,Id must he dednil .. ly expr""""<l. s..e paragraph U. 

I •. CertHlrate.-In All cues ~·hfore AAle is marIe to an individual. firm or 
("orporation. iuue r.ortilk-ale on blank So. 500. ,"'{"iog the name of the purchaser 
.. nl .. red In lhe Tax Reeord or Sial .. Tn [.and U.t. s..e paragraph 19. It sale 
is of 80 inte,,", 1f'N than tM entire. Ute' c:-ertirlcate must show the interest sold. 
p.-..,t'dine Ihr d ..... riplion. s..e paralrrnph U. 

'T. kt'08'er.-U' sale nnnot be made WIW-D the parC"e1 is ftrst ofl'ered. such 
paft'f'1 mud br reotrered on tht- su~dinc day, or on some da}- subsequent 
Uwr .. to 3nd brfore the clO8e' of the sale. and such reotrer should be in the order 
in .hkh anaold pa~" appear in the Tax Rec.'Ord. De$mpfi01l$ mU$1 not M 
bid '0 'A~ EUtJt~ v .. til tltr" It,.,r~ ~t,. nf!trtd at It'ad onre after they tl'e-re first 
o"/~d: and .. hil ... description may hr rffltJ~rt'd on Ihe first day or the sale. 
no d""",iplion .hould he hid to Ih., Siale unlil reoff .. rt'd on the serond day of 
Ihr .. Ie or later. aDd an .. r each and r~ery d ..... ription 00 the list has heen 
olr"red ....... 

18. Bid to St .. le.-.-\ltt'r all unsold d...,riplions have heen reoff .. red. and "",/We d"~ 01 ,.~ "'t'. earh IU("("'e"8Si~'e description unsold must be bid to the 
State .ntl entry made In rolumns .. and !O o( the T8J( Re<'Ord. 

at. Inter ... Bid to Slate.-TA~ inter .. t bid to the Stale mu.t be the rntire 
;ft'tTe.'. 

... Form at C .. rtillmle.-(;... no form of rertificale of &ale ex.-..pt those 
hforein indit"8ted. and only thfo editioD of U:!'. 

... Intf"n'Wt.-Intf'rert in rolumn8 sis. tPD and twelt'e i8 computed for and 
indudln« the. month of April. In C1l!lf' parmf'nt i~ martt" to the County Tress
Uh"r before OJWnintr of sule on May I !it. additional intereo;t must be computed 
and .... Il...-tt'd for lhe monlh of )lay. The a<ldltional inlerest 8hould nol he 
t-ntrFftd to rolumn .ht~n of the Tax RenJrd. The run amount of interest 
.lIould be arrounlt'd tor on thr duplkate tax reeeipt. 

I.\LK or STATE T.-\Jl L.-\SDS. 

u. Sial .. Ttlx Land l.I.t.-.\ny .... ""'n p"reha .• in~ a d....,.ription rrom thr 
,' •• kft'Ord. whkh de8r'Fiption. or any part Ulf>reof. ill (or sale upon the Statr 
tA. land lilllt.. mWil be fttluirf'd to purrha~ the' d~ription as offeftd in said 
h.t. othrrwi..., derriplion m .... hr bid to thr Stale. This i. Im .... rati.e. Bnd &ales 
mede ID t'Ontra.-enhon tberf'Of Are .-oid. • 

.... Wake !'tIoo ('hsn«elJ.-1Jo not rule out d~riptionlll or make .1tf'mtioll9 or 
rrbUI'8 on the Start' TRIll: Lan'" l.....i .. t. f'1:Ct"pt lUI ad\'i~ by tbis Dfopartmen~ 
but Indi("3te any corrft'tiUD8 by, "ntnN in rolumns to thr right of column %1 • •• .. a,. he propoor. . 

••• Sale .-." ... Sial .. Tn \.lInd Ust.-.HI .. r ""I ... from 1M Tn Rerord 
haye _. romplo-lcd. i .... l .. rlinc thr "" ... or II ... &ame .1f'f!Cription from the Slat.. 
'ra. Land Lblt (if found tht--rf'On). then procHd to oWer the h"maininlr de!K"rip
liono on Ihr Sial .. Tax "and 1.1 ... o_"lnlr in partle .. lar in re!<'lrd 10 all .. Ies 
lrom .id Ii .. thai no Nob ean t... a...-..pl .... ,ml.,.. for II ... r,,11 amounl due. and 
for the It'ntlre df!'JlW'riphon or ,roup of d~ripti0D8 as apPf'Al"8 on said HR. 
Sale of .. Ddi1"idf"d interett in lontH OQ the St;tte Tax Land Li~t ("aonot be madf'. 
un'" the delrnpbon .' •• ., hid to Ute State and 80 appe-IU"B in columo ! on 
Ihr lIot lrom _hH-h Ihr "" ... 10 made. 

U. Thr Sal .. "uat Be for thr Full """"'nl.-So ... 1 .. of any doscriplion 
on thr Stale Tn '.and l.Iat non t... JIlade ror ...... 'han Ihe .. ntire tu .... Interest 
and ..... r_ f .. which il ;. hrld on MId II-I. and no t"'rlilictrle of ."/e iutI.d , ....... " .. ,..,.. ,It" ,.,.,., " .. 0 .... ' fur ..-hicb the d~riptioD M'U bt-!,l on said 
Ijot InU k ~rov .. iz.d. 
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46. Sale to Highest Bidder.-If there is competition for any description or 
group of descriptions on the State Tax Land List, sale must be made to the 
highest bidder, but no bid can be accepted for less than the amount for which 
the description or group of descriptions is held on said list; and in such case 
sale can only be made for the same undivided interest for which the description 
was bid to the State. 

47, Grouped Descriptions.-If several descriptions are grouped or braced t ... ' 
gether on State TaX Land List, no part of land so grouped can be sold without 
purchase of the entire group, nor for less than the aggregate amount for which 
all descrIptions so grouped are held on said list; and sale of the entire descrip
tion or group of descriptions must be made to one individual, firm or corpora
~~:~8U~:~ •. 419B Compiled Laws of 191; is not applicable to sales made by County 

48. Must Take From Tax Record. ~arefully obsene the pro,-isions of Section 
80 and make nf? sales from the State Tax Land List unless the purcbaser takes 
the same descrIptIOn from the Tax Record where such description is on the 
Tax Reco]"d and is not withheld in accordanc;e with instructions herein. 

49. Descl'iptions Withheld.-Withhold from sale on this list any parcel that 
you find to have been redeemed or heretofore sold, unless such sale has been 
canceled or set aside; but if you have no record of cancellation and find on 
the State Tax Land List a description previously sold, you should write this 
Department for further advices before the day of sale. The fact of a descrip-
~h':,n s~f~n~n W~~hS::teO!}a~eLI:~ fi:r'rd is not a reason for withholding it from 

50. Directions on State Tax Land List.-Observe and follow the directions 
at the head of the State Tax Land List. Where a sale· is made, or if a descrip
tion is withheld, enter _ the amount in the column indicated . 
. 51. Unsold Descriptions.-Do not w"ite "State" in column fB opposite descrip

tIOns on the State Tax Land List which are unsold, but in such cases enter in 
column 26 the amount found in column 23. 

52. Name of Purcbaser.-Enter the name of the purchaser in column 28 
opposite each description sold, and in column 29 enter tbe postoffice address. 
Never indicate a sale by ditto marks. See paragraphs 18 and 19. 

58. Sales. by Auditor General Suspended.-After April 14 no sales of State 
tax lan~ WIll be .made by this Department until after the close of the public 
sale, wInch yoU WIll make from the State Tax Land List No. 37. 

54. Form of Certificate.-Make all certificates of sale of State tax lands on 
blunk . No. 502. All other forms are obsolete. 

TillE AND MANNER OF REPORT OF SALE. 

55. Report to Court.-Your attention is called to the provision of law relati.-e 
to your report of the sale made from the Tax Record. See' Section 70: "As 
soon as possible after the conclusion of atlll sale. and within twenty day. after 
the day .. amed in the notice for the commencement thereof. the County Treas
urer shall make and file with the Clerk of Court a· report of such sale, etc." 
Do not neglect to make this report. Such neglect will invalidate the sale. 
This report you will make in quadruplicate on Form No. 468, filing one with the 
County Clerk within twenty days after date of sale, affixing one to the original 
copy of the Tax Record, .and 'M.ilinp on.e to this Deporh,,,,nt on the day your 
,-e1JOrt is filed with the Cletk of the Court: also fill out and sign the one attached 
to the second copy of Tax Record. To the copy of report sent to the Auditor 
General and to the copy attached to the second copy of Tax Record, have the 
County Clerk affix his certificate on blank No. 526 with seal of his office. 

56. Report of the Auditor General.-"As sao .. as sales OI-e confirmed the 
County Treasurer shall make a full report of the same to the Auditor General, 
etc." This report is to be made by sending to this Department the Duplicate 
Tax Record (never return the original) and the Duplicate State Tax Land List. 
after completing the entries in both volumes and Signing the certificates affixed 
to the Duplicate Tax Record and to each copy of the State Tax Land List, and 
s~eing that to both copies of the Tax Record are affixed certified copies of decree 
of sale and of any special decree in the matter. 

57. Return of Duplicate State Tax Land List.-Retllrn the second copy of 
ti,e State Tax Land List as soon aftel' the sale is concluded as you can com
plete your entries therein and compare them with the copy retained at your 
office. Do not wait for the confirmation of sales from the Tax Record before 
making your report of sale from the State Tax Land List. Date the certificate 
affixed to said list as directed thel·eon. 

58. Return of Duplicate Tax Record.-Return the- Duplicate Tax Record as 
soon after expiration of the twenty-eight days, as you can complete the entry 
of your report therein, first comparing all entries and papers therein with 
those in the original 'fax Record· retained at your office. DO NOT IN ANY 
CASE RETURN IT UNTIL AFTER EXPIRATION OF THE 28 DAYS, but return 
it as soon thereafter as is .practicable. The certificate affixed thereto (form .70) 
should be dated on the day the Duplicate Tax Record is forwarded. 

GENERAL DIRECTIONS. ," 
. 59. Descriptions Erroneously Returned.-Withhold from sale all descriptio~s 
on either list upon which the taxes are known to you to have been paId 
to the Town Treasurer. twice assessed. not slIbjeet to taxation. or so incor
rectly described as to have been subject to rejection when returned, placing 
the proper amount in the column headed "Amount withheld" (column 17 of 
the Tax Record, or column 27 of the State Tax Land List), and giving the 
·reason in column 23 of the Tax Record or column 80 of the State Tax Land !.ist. 
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M. Enlpr Full Sames.-Gi ... • in )"our rerlifkatp. of sale, and also enter in the 
Tn" Record and Ihe Siale Tax Land Lisl, the lull name and postoffice address 
of every indh"idual. firm or corporation to wbom )'OU itrike off a parcel of land. 
811 the name in the deed when issued "'ill be written as it appears in the cer
tificate. which muot agree In all rpspects with the entry in the State Ta" Land 
l.I.t or Tax R .. :ord on Hie in your nffice. and of which your report to this 
iJt"partment mUl,t be a lull ulld exact copy. Do not use initials in one place 
and the lull name in anal her. A belter rule Is to use Initials In no place where 
Ihe fuli nnme I. obtaina!>le. See paragraph 1U 88 to names of members of 
nrml e-tc. 

01. Date of Sale.-The tax sale will he considered as taking place on the 1st 
day of May. and ali rerliHcates of sale must bear that date. 

111. Deolruy Old Blank •. -{J1l receipt of this letter. destroy all of the old 
hlltDk ('erli lleale. of sale. V.e no other form of certificate of sule titan those 
/oru:ar(/fa to you I'arh Y€IIT. fr,o others will be recognized. 

"a. Numberin« Certificntes.-Always number certificates ot sale with the num
ber found op",,,,IIe Ihe d('licrlplion in the Tax Record or State Tax Land List 
(rom which it is solcl. 

U. Unpaid Birl •. -If the amollnt of any bid is not paid withih twenty·four 
hnul1I after it i8 made, ('nneel the foIale and reoffer the description. You may 
d,.,,,and ;7IImt'ditlte pt,ynu:"t. but it you do not cancel the sale at the expiration 
of the tillle named it cannot thereafter be canceled because of non-payment. 
In Inch case )'OU must he considered as having personally assumed the payment 
ot the amount of the bid. 

85. In'orm Yourself.-If there are any questions relative to the conduct of 
the lale that do not appear to )'OU clearly determined herein, any inquiry rela
th,e thereto addressf'd to this Department will receive prompt response. 

86. Read Form 4fJ~.-Before the sale. read the form of report of sale care· 
tully, and conduct the sale in luch a manner that you can freely subscribe to 
Ihe reporl 10 be made thereon. A slIpply of Blank So. 468 Is sent you with the 
bonkl. 

87. SIudy Instruclion •. -A ~areful study of. and exact compliance with the 
1""lrut·lion. received and wllh every provision of law relative to the sale will 
IJr of mutual advantalle. 

6.. Accollnlillif for the State'. Interest.-The amount due the State as proceeds 
of the oale Is to he accounled for. a. provlde<! In Section 87 of the General 
Tax Law, B8 amended by Act So. 88 of 1899. 

Respectfully, 
ORAMEL B. FULLER, 

I her"by ""rllf)' Ihat Ihe forelfOing Instruction. 
lire In accordance with law. 

ANDREW B. DOUGHERTY. 
A ttornev General. 

A udilor Genep·al. 
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SEC. 71. (4068) At the sale aforesaid the respective CerllHcate. 
county treasurers shall give to the purchasers, on the pay- of sale. 

ment of the bids, a separate certificate in writing for each 
parcel, describing the lands purchased and the amount paid 
therefor, the name of the person to whom the same was 
illimed, the number, date and amount of each certificate, and 
liuch certificate shall be regularly numbered and entered in 
the book kept for that purpose and designated as the tax 
record. Such certificate shall be in substantially the follow-
ing form: 

STATE OF lIICIIIGAN, } ss 
Connty of...... ....... . - County Treasurer's Office ........ A. D. 18 .. 
I, .................. , county treasurer of the county of 

.................... , in said State, do hereby certify that 
I did, at public auction, pursuant to notice given as by law 
required, on this ......... day of ........... A. D. 18 ... , sell 
to ...•.............. of ................. , the lands herein 
deMeribed, for tbe sum of ........ dollars and ......... cents 
"uid sum being the amount due and unpaid for taxes, interest 
and chargeR on said lands for the year of our Lord one thou-
Iland eight hundred and .......... , that the saJd .......... . 
bis be irs or assigns, will, if said sale stands confirmed, be en
titll'd to a deed of conveyance of said lands, after the first 

Form. 
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Tuesday in May in -the year following the sale thereof as here
in evidenced, unless sooner redeemed from such sale accord
ing to law_ Said lands are described as follows, with the sum 
for which they were sold set opposite each description, that is 
to say: [Here insert description, and the amount bid there
for.} 

.................... , 
County Treasurer. 

History:-Am. 1895. p. 295, Act 154, Elf. Aug. SO·;-Am. 1897, p. 289, Act 225, 
Imd. Elf. May·29;-C. L. '97, 3894. 

Purchaser has no title until time fO!' redemption has expired.-Cooley on taxa
tion, 542. Certificate of tax purchase will cloud title if deed to be issued thereon 
would establish presumptive title adversely. Assignment of a certificate of tax 
purchase tbat is regular on its face is a valuable consideration.-Stoddard v. 
Prescott, 58 M. 542. Where record of sale and certificate issued conOict, 'record 
governs.-Kneeland v. Hull, 116 M. 55. 

See Sees. 72, US. . . 

Auditor Gen- SEC. 72. (4069) On presentation of such certificate of sale 
~~~~:~ issue to the Auditor General or his deputy, after the expiration· of 

the time provided by law for the redemption of land sold as 
aforesaid, the Auditor General or his deputy shall execute 
and deliver to the purchaser, his heirs or assigns, a deed of 
the land therein· described, unless the sale thereof shall have 

Deeds entitled been redeemed or annulled as by law provided, which deed' 
to record. shall be entitled to record in the office of the register of deeds 

of the proper county, in the same manner and with like effect 
as other. deeds duly witnessed, acknowledged and certified. 

Deeds convey Such deeds shall convey an absolute title to the land sold, 
absolute title. and be conclusive evidence of title, in fee, in the grantee, sub-

ject, however, to all taxes a'Ssessed and levied on such lands 
Writs of subsequent to the taxes for which the same was bid off. The 
assistance. courts may, on application, put the purchaser in possession 
Loss of cer- of the premises by writs of assistance. In the' case of the loss 
tiftcate. of such certificate of sale, the purchaser or his legal represen-

tative or assignee, may file. his affiJlavit of such loss, and that 
he was at the time of such loss the bona fide and legal holder 
thereof; and the Auditor General or his deputy shall there-; 
upon execute, as aforesaid, a deed for the lands described in 
such certificate, if the same shall not have been redeemed, in 
the same manner as though it had been presented and sur-

Refunding of rendered; 'and if the same shall have been redeemed, on the 
redemption. presentation of such affidavit the money shall be paid to such 

person in the same manner as though the certificate of sale 
Penalty for had been surrendered. Any person who shall make an affi
false affidavit. davit as above required, 01' concerning any other matter 

which may be filed in the office of the Auditor General, shall 
be liable to the penalties of perjury for any false statement 
made in such affidavit with intent to defraud, upon conviction 
thereof, before a court having' Jurisdiction of the offense. 

History:-C. L. '97. 8895. . 
A deed of quit claim and release of the form in common use shall be sufficient 

to pass- all the estate which the grantor could lawfully convey by a deed of 
bargain and sale.-H689 ·C. L. 'IS. Power of Auditor General to convey lands 
cannot be assumed from aut-h<>rity to sell for taxes. but must. be expressly con
ferred by statute.-Sibley v. Smith, 2 M. 486. 

Duty of grantor under Auditor General's deed to record his deed on request 
of grantee.-1I 764 C. L. 'I5.-Fee for recording.-14606 C. L. 'IS. Deputy Auditor 
General may sign tax deed in. his own name when Auditor General is sick or 
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8'-nt. and the pr ... umptlon In favor of official action lies in the absence of any 
direct IhowinJC' that the Auditor General was absent or sick.-\\restbrook v. 
Mill~r. 5. M. 118. Sec. 125 C. L. '15 and Drennan v. Herzog. 56 M. 467; Fell. v. 
J!arbour. 58 M. 40. A deed to a non-existent grantee is void_-Skinner v. Mt_ 
Cleme .... 54 M. SU. A deed need not recite proceedings prior to .ale.-Sibley Y. 
~mith. J M. 4Nd. The omi88ion to record a deed does not divest ~rantee's title.-

• Smilh y. Fitting. 17 M. 148. Validity of tax deed does not depend upon its 
bt-inl' recorded when 110 Question of priority is raised.-Fells v. Barbour. 58 M. 
4Q. Purcha..,r as belween bimself and the owner of other lands i. bound at his 
peril to take notice of d~ription in his own deed. and if he or his grantees 
make a miRtake and "0 on the lands of others, they must bear the consequences. 
-King Y. Potter. 18 M. 131. 

Dudl from the State COOl'e)'jng tax hom€'stead lande are not conclusive evi
denre or title In the grantee.-!\.(oroe v. Audilor General. 143 M. 610. 

Where Ihe words in deed adopted hy AII<titor General are those provided by 
11750 C. L. '15; dee<t opera I ... to convey title to the grantee.-Mann v. Carson. 
no M. til; Daw""n v. Peters. 119 M. 214. A tax tille if valid destroys 
Rnd cuta off nil liens and incumhrance8 previomly existing against the land even 
oome.;teftd and do"· ... ' ri~ht8.-Robbins v. Barron. :i:? M. 80. Purchasers of tax 
till .... take no more than the deed rrives them.-Reilly v .. Blaser, 61 M. 809. Sale 
IInd .. r Jaw ot l"O~ it valid operates to vest In the purchaser an absolute title 
In f~e whether that purch • ..,r be the State or a private individuaI.-{;(mnecticut 
Mlftlla) I.ife InR. Co. v. \\'ond. 115 M. 4·.... One cannot maintain an action to 
C1ulf"t hi. tax title- or 8et up 311 a flefense against the original owner until he has 
ohtaint'd hiA dt"ed.-Doarc-Iman v. B()ozwinkJe. 121 M. 820. 

It I. ""Illed Ih.t ..... b"tween the Slllte an<t the ori/!'inal owner the title to lands 
Mid for non-pa)'ment of taxt"8 bt-comcs absolute in the State on a regular sale.
ffickry Y. Rutle<h,e. 136 ~I. 128. 

Purduuer RequirH an inchoate title suhject to be defeated by redemption 
"'ithin ti,e olatlltory period. Jon StOllt v. Keyes. 2 Douglaas 184 (a mortgage 
salr). held that wh~n purchaser'. tille become. absolute by the failure to 
r~fleem. it re-latH hack to the time of the purchase and he may. therefore. 
8fter hill title i8 UIIUJ perfe'Cted. maintain nn action for injnry done to the 
.. I"I~ maliciously. and ,..ith knowledge of hi. rights. by the cutting and 
(,,.rr)'in .. aWRY growinlf timb(lr. after the purchase and before the expiration 
of the time (or ret1(1rnlJtion.~ and that case is the proper common law remedy: 
hilt in He ... v. (iri""". 48 M. 397. it was held that a tax deed cannot relate 
hAck to thlP time or the 8a.~ (or the purpose ot making parties trespassers 
by r("Hliion of act.8 done on the InndR before the deed was given. For some 
PUl"J)OfW'lI Allrh 8 deed may relate hack to the time of the fUlJe. In some cases 
tht> O<"Clipont!J ot IRn,1i1l may be liahle tor waste under such circnmstances . 

.. t!!'(iin~1J~~~~~(I~n:tt tartx(ll;i~~l~e~~ tl~eStnltSe. a~~~Y:hec~'!!"fc~~'1~:r ~it:ot n~!~i:ve':tt f~ci! 
,u('h purdHue by Sf'c. 72, which prm'hl('s that the tax deed shall convey an 
ob!wlute title to the Innd 8old.-Auditor (ieneral v. Sherman, 136 M. 157. 

A. tHX title relntps ba("k to the date 01 purchnse for nil purpo~s of effed· 
Inlll' "ut.tautial jU'itice hilt not oUu,·n\'IIre.-Conn. Mutual Life Ins. CO. VB. Bulte. 
45 M. III. In an action o( he"pnss to lands where the plaintiff is not in 
A('fusl P0811PIIAion bllt basM hili rlKht upon R' le.al title Bnd the constructive 
pOMellUliuo dlllm ... '" to be drawn Uu"refrom. evidE'lIce of tax titl ... s held hy third 
p~NfJnfl II admissihlE'. 8u('h tlt'~ helnlr prima fade paramount. and therefore 
unlrfUI overoom .... defelltinc- plaintlff"s riKht of action.-Tolles v. Duncombe. 84 
M. )01. A defeJldnnt in trE'"pa~8 who entered into pOFisession under a tax deed 
lind C'1t"srt"d liP ftnd fe-nC'ed a portion of the land and pJanted a erop and was in 
Artual rKhU'~"bllon. cJnimin .. und .. r flaid d"ed. is in position to contest -plaintiff's 
titl ... lI,e d .... d tJlOlIKh l'OnreMd to he \'Oid. ",iving him color of title to the whole 

r:·:f~"7,;~U~t~o:· t~r':::!nt~~~Ct~'e ~itl~'o"~9ne f~a~~::!si':,~d~f tl,eVi~~d~aha!~~: 
no IntrrPHt In the equities between the parties to the action.-Loo8e Y. Navarre. 
"~~. . 

The State <toe. not "uarnntee tax till... except a. slatul •• mny provide ror 
It. snrl An oil other C'aHe'8 the purrhsser mURt be rontt'nt with such IntereRt 8S 
hl' .ph untiE'r hi. tax purrhslre. The Stllte dot'S not nSjij:ume any responsibility 
for Irrf'C'ular ("(,ndu("t , ... thr. PHrt ot the local taxi nil' officers: and the tax: pur
('haMr hat the" lillmp meanA of a~rtBlnlng thf' legality of the ,tax that are po............ hy any 0' the State aulhorilies.-Rke v. Auelitor General. 80 M. 
1~'. A .. rantH' )8 rh""rwrllhle with notice ot whatever appellr8 in the chain of 
titiH throul'h ,,-hleh he claimll.-Fitzhmrh v. Barnard. 12 M. )0<1. Purchasers 

:it"kPUC:;Ii~..!U~!~IJln;j1~~ ~; tt:t~~~~i'cr.~J~~t:l~i.1D .~~:~~. Ua~~B~l ~~6. 8~R~~i~ ~~~ 
rhaoinr title. undt'r Juclidal Bales get only that which can he lawfully 8old.-
"'"I,h v. \'"rnt") .. 88 ~. 73. . 

":.ery sale or 1,\11,1 IInrif"r our btx II,.,ctt"m Is the "ale or the mmplete title. 
and It 1t-llsl nil prior title. are Cllt of by It.-Sinclair·v. Learnerl. 51 M. I'''; 
"'C"oIIthrook Y. MiII ... r .... M_ 13!: Dllmphey v. Bilton, UI M. a15; Weh"ter v. 
An'lilnr Gen~rnl. I!I M. U8; S<-hn~I<t~r v. Cily of Detroit et al .. 135 M. 570; 
.~1If1Ilor (.t'nt'rn.1 v. !iiht'rmnIJ. Uft M .• .57. 

Act %11 P .. \ .• "''''1 IHi nmt'ndE'd hy -'(·t i. Puhlie Ads lR$j,2. dol''' not repeal 
the pro· ... !linn!t of lilt'" ~ .. It~ral tax lIu,- fir 11'409 a.1IiI to thE' pri7llfJ lade character 
of tal' de-P,I.. Stah'mt.'nl in HoffmAn ". Lourl & Stml!J Lumher Co .. 138 M. 5. that 
the title u( Ute'" State und~r Its 8.ah~ prior to the pa!olsage or Act 7, I'. A. 1882. 
"Itf'n Jt "'UI ohta.jnNI. waH primn Inri,. valid, on~rruJed. The Rtatute r("~r8 to 
rUt"tU ftnrl not to th~ "tate o( thf> title when the deeds are issued~-Ho«man 
\. H. M. /.olld lie So"8 Co. rt aI., 138 M. 10. 
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Statutory provision for quieting title 12802n C. L. '15, not· repealed by general 
tax law.-Canal and Railway Co. v. Auditor General, 79 M. 851. In action to 
quiet title under tax deed, if defendant desires to impeach the prima facie 
title set' up in the bill he must set forth specifically facts which if proved 
would defeat the tax sale.-Wagar v. Bowley, 104 M. 88. Where taxes are 
a valid claim and legally assessed, but there are defects in enforcement render
ing the levy invalid, cloud can only be removed on condition of payment of tax. 
-Hamilton & Merrrman Co: v. Township of L'Anse. 107 M. 419. Assignee of 
mortgage made by one in possession under tax deeds which are not attacked 
having foreclosed his mortgage has a perfect title, which cannot be detracted 
from by conveyance made after the tax sales by receiver to whom holder of 
original title conveyed the land under order of cOllrt before the tax sales.-Sherer 
v. Judson, 100 M. 589. 

If the tax·payer is in possesSion and flies a bill to remove a cloud from the 
title. the court may then compel him to do equity.-Conn. M. L.lns. Co. v. 
Wood, 115 M. 444. ' 

In Lillic v. Snow, 118 M. 611, held that one who acquired title by tax deed 
and obtained possession by paying tenant a consideration, had the right to 
llIe bill under 12451n C. L. 'IS to quiet title. 

Where a county treasurer, to whom money was sent with instructions to apply 
it in payment of taxes on certain lands, without stating the year's taxes to be 
paid, applied it to the purchase of the lands for the taxes of 1893, and took cer· 
tificates in the nallle of a deceased owner, who devised the lands to plaintiff, 
and deeds were afterwards made to such deceased owner, such deeds were 
nUllities, as running to a grantee not in existence, and did not operate to cut 
off defendant's tax title to the lands, based on a purchase for the taxes of' 
1892.-Paine'v. Boynton, lU M. 194. 

DEED AS EVIDENCE OF TITLE: It is not withia the province of the legis
lature to deny the right to defend title against a tax deed. The legislative 
intent WII'S that the deed should be evidence of a title in fee simple after the 
right to give the deed was shown by proof of a valid decree.-Taylor v. Deveaux. 
100 M. 581. See also McKinnon v. Meston, 104 M. 642. Provision making tax 
deed conclusive evidence of title does not render the act void.-Ball v. Ridge 
Copper Co., 118 M. 7. . , . 

Under Act 229, P. A. of 1897, title acquired by the purchase of a State tax 
deed does not become absolute until the period of redemption provided for in 
Act 229 Ims expired, even though the title had become absolute in the State 
before sale.-Adkin v. Pillen, 136 M. 682. 

Tax deed is presumptively valid; its invalidity is not to be inferred from 
ambiguous facts or from a failure to find facts.-Stockle v. Silsbee, 41 M. 615. 
Sec. 72 does not purpOl-t to make the deed evidence that the sale was regular, 
nor does it purport to make the cl .. ed e"idence, even prima facie, of the truth 
of the recitals contained th .. rein. One relying upon such a deed must show a 
valid decree and the sale thereunder.-Dawson ". p .. ters. 119 M. 274. If the 
proceedings to foreclose tax liens show upon their face want of jurisdiction the 
deeds issued thereunder are void: but the jurisdiction cannot be attacked by 
.. vidence de hors the record.-Watts v. Bublitz, 99 M. 586; Vincent v. Evans, 
165 M. 695. 

Two tax deeds, one of which conveys to the grantee an undivided three-fourths 
of the land for delinquent taxes of a specifi .. d year, and the other an undivided 
one-third for delinquent taxes of the succeeding year, do not necessarily convey 
the entire title to the purchnser.-Laird v. Coach, 112 M. 628. Owner of land 
can maintain trover for timber by one claiming under void tax title where the 
possession was for the sole purpose of cutting the timber.-Moret v. Mason, 
106 M. 840. 

Further as to tax deed as evidence of title see Lacey v. Davis. 4 III. 140: 
Groesbeck v. Seeley, \3 M. 329; Wright v. Dunham, 18 III. 414; Blackwood v. 
Van Vliet, SO 1If. 11 S. See notes to Sec. 77. 

The title acquired from the State before the passage of Act 229 laws of 1897 
was a title in !ee.-Toolan v; Longyear, 144 M. 55. 

Tax deeds executed by the State before the expiration of the period for redemp
tion are void.-Haney ". Auditor General, 165 M. 681. 

WRIT OF ASSISTAI\CE: A writ of assistance is the regular process for 
carrying out 1\ decree of possession. Its object is to compel parties who are 
bound by a decree to give up the possession which they hold as mere tenants 
at sufferance and which by the decree and sale under it, they have become 
estopped from· further asserting. A writ of assistnnce can never be proper 
where there is any real contrm'ersy as to the right of possession not precluded 
by the d"cree and sale.-Rllmsdell v. Maxwell. 82 M. 285. A writ of assistance 
is proper only where a party concluded by the proceedin!!ts refuses to give up 
possession upon r .. quest. and it should not be granted without proper eviclence 
of such refusal after the right of possession is established.-Howard v. Bond. 
42 M. 131. Application for '\Tit must be made to circuit court.-R)'erson ,'. 
Eldred, 18 M. 145 •. 

Held error for the trial court in proce .. dinl<S to set aside a tax decree 
instituted prior to the hearing of nn application for writ of as...~i~tnnce to 
decide the case solely upon the pleadings and to refuse to allow petitioner to 
introduce testimotl)' jn support of the allegations in the writ of assistanl~e.
Roberts v. Loxle}', 121 III. 6S. Purchaser of land under d.-cree in tax proceedin!", 
cannot be ('ompellE"d to rt'sort to 1\ rollrt of law to gain possession and is entitlt'd 
to introduce competent testimony ns he desires in the case.-Beck v. Finn, 121 
M.21. 

Where upon the Ilea ring upon application for writ of assistance it 19 shown 
that the own ... r of the land has made an application to the county treasurer for 
a statem ... nt of all taxes against the land and had paid the amount reported 
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by the t""8Burer al due (or tax .... tbe appellate court will deter tbe Issuance 
of the , ... rit of Buistanee and give the owner an opportunity to make application 
to the Auditor General (or a certillcate o( error. or to apply to tbe court it that 
ri,ht I. not lost by the lapse o( tiDle.-~lann v. Carson. 120 M. 68l. 

Section not unconstitutional in that it deprives owner of right of trial by 
jury. The inquiriell upon filing petition for writ of assistance are (I) whether 
the court bad jurisdiction to render the decree; (2) whether all the steps 
required by the .Iatute h ... e been taken in making the sale. Oling the report o( 
... Ie. elc.; (I) wbetl~r the time (or redemption has expired. The rules tor the 
pnforct!ment of a decree In 8 fore<"losure proceedi ng are applicable to the en
(or .... ment of a derree in tax proceeding.-Ball v. Ridge Copper Co •• 118 M. 7; 
1-01l0£'. Y. Peten. 118 M. ",s. Remedy against writ of assistance is by appeal.
Aldrich y. Wo)·ne Circuit Judge. III M. 525. 

An on1t"r of the cir('uil court rlenying a writ of a.'Isistance and holding a tax 
"ale void in a proceeding in which the Auditor General was not a party, may be 
rf'vif'Wf'd on a petition for mamlallllls to compel the Auditor General to refund 
the taxel held void under the deeree.-Newton v. Powers, Auditor General, 181 
M. U7. 

On an application for a ,,-rit of assi!oOtance it was competent tor the opposing 
party to ahow thnt the decree on which 8uch application was based was vaid 
for ,,"snt of ;urhidiclian.-Peters v. Youngs, 122 M. '8'. 

S..., S...,. Jl7. 
The Qu .... tion of title cnnnot be tried througb application far writ of assist

anrp.-F'lint LAnd ('0. v. T~rminal RaHway et aL, 141 M. 62. 
WHO C.\SSOT ACQUIRE TITLE: An o~ent who is authorized to. sell prop. 

f'rtf for the hest pri('e that can be obtained for it cannot become the pur
rhH"t"r fOilh,.r in hi,. own name or that of another,-Ingerson v. Starkweather, 
W"lk .. ,·. O,an. Rep. U6. An ag<>nt for Ihe sale of property under a contract 
witb the ownt"r ods in a fidudary capacity and cannot acqUire an adverse title 
hy purchn"inR' the premiliefli at foreclosure Male in ~ hi~ own name:-Kimbal1 v. 
itBnne}·, 122 M. 1110. No one without express authority of law can become a 
purch"""r of property ,,·hich it is bis duty to sell (or Ihe best price It will bring. 
-.o\mf'S 1'. Roomiml' ('0., 11 M. 1:'9. The law win not penn it an agent to act tor 
hlmMlr anti hi~ principal in the same trans8l"tion, os to buy of himself as agent 

~~~~e~~(~Fr o!x h~:,~r~I:!::!r a~~ ~'~'!v~i:'~p ~~~~d ~Tco':eri!:l. a~in~.w~t2h;.n _~~: 
Walton \'. Torre)', Harrintrtun Chan. Rep. 259. 

Cotlnty trt"Il~lIrt"r ('onductin .. tax sale cannot hfo a purchaser. Sale conducted 
hy clf"rk In offi~ of rount)" treasurer who represented the purchaser held void. 
('ollnty treasurpr should nut a<1 for a pUrChHR:er because the two interests are 
ronfJirtin.,-ifall v. Collins. 117 M. 617. Neither the county treasurer nor his 
Ih~Pllty can pUTI'ha!t&e at annual tax lialt>.-Wait v, Gardner, ]28 M. 236. Agent 
fnr fiale of propt"rty Ju,~ no ridlt to make himself the agent of others for the 
pllr("h""e of tht" prupeort)'.-Moort"' v. Manilt"lhllum, 8 M. '33. 

I·urdlas,.r. II (nHI("r of intert"Ht 801ft IlcQ1IireN no title.-Ligare v. Semple, 82 
"'. 43;. Onr in po~"'e~iun of lund ciniminlir title ('ao acquire no additional in
tr'r~t hy 8ufferinl( the land to t~ f!M1ld for taxes and becoming the purchaser 
it "udl htx ... ", .. re- a lier, upon the land at the time of hIs taking possession; 
on,t it i. Imm8t~rjltl wllt'tlw'r thE" land. i~ R8SE"ASed to the occupant or other
"·i .... -I.ncpy Y. I)n,io. 4 M. 140: Day,·. Cole. 65 M. 129. But to preclude any 
pr,.....,n from IOnldn. lind rel)'in. upon a purchn~e of lands at tax sale there 
,lIud I~ INlmethiruf in the ciH'um"ltancf"A of the CRse which imposes upon 
Jdm " duty to the Stllte to pay the tax or flomething which renders it in-
.. quit .. bl" •• bel ...... n him ... lf nnd Ihe hol,l.r ot the existing title tbat he sbould 
, ... ke Ihe purch ...... -Bla<"k ... ood ,.. Van Vliet. 80 M. 118. See also Gilman v. 
Riopelle. U M. IH. . 

Tf'nftnt ("annot btl)· R(h' .. rAe title ~-hi("h f'xi"ltt"d when be received his lease and 
",.k .. it the I",.i. of a .uit In equity to quiet hi. litl" 8B ""ainst the landlord.
):,·eroon Y. I-: loire!!. 18 M. U. Tenant cannot buy Isx title and set up Bgalnlll 
land)ord·, title.-Wlillam. Y. Towl. U M. 204. Life tenant cannot by neglecting 

~~R~8tyt"r~:-:.:~:,.1n:"~~·i::ix I!:~e.~~e f&~'!~:' B~!g~~. t!I~8 t~l; !~~.the remaiDder~ 
A tenant n1nnut Ili!lpllle hi!9 landlord's title as of the date of his lease. but 

I ... maJ .Iww that it baa been sulMequelltly extinguisbed.-Sherman v. Fisher. I'. M. Inl. 
Wh .. n th .. m.·ner nf a ,lI.tincl tract of land ne~lecto to pay hi. Isxes thereon 

and the I18me i. oohl jointly with the land of othpnJ for the non-payment and 
M be<'om ... the purcha .... r of Ih .. whole. the sale I. void. the purchaser being 
In defftult In not pR)·in .. hi. own tu.--C<loley v. Waterman. 18 M. 868. When 
lI ... re i. a hon" fld .. ronlroye ... " re.peeling a tllie Bnd one of the claimsn'" 
I. III po_ion he O"·P. no dilly to Ihe other to keep the Is"... paid. and 
mllJ' Iht! .... fur .. Iltrt"nwthen hi. claim by prOMJrin« tas titlea. But If a claim
"nl rannot rely upun 8 tlt'~ PUll"tlllM1i by himseJf. be cannot make use of one 
o"t .. ln~'1 loy anoth"r.-J .. "pry v. Huroh. U M. 59. A tenant-in..,.,mmon .... ho 
111 .. 1 entt-h"d upon A port inn of the prf'mi~f'tI I. not barred from buying the 
r .. mainltt-r "f thf' title.,.--("hnmtM"rlain v. Ahrens. 55 M. 111. One who has pur
t'lu'''1('''(1 '"nd .. from a ('ilthnRnt unlirr hn dHd. rAnnot defend a suit to foreclose 
II purchOlIi(' mont-)' mon,rlll'f' Ifin-n hy him upon the Ifround that it wag his duty 
Hoi An nrl'nlnll'trHtnr In ptKltJf"llltHion to dilW·hnr.e the taJles for the non·payment of 
.hkh the dt"flh. "'rl"P eX'-"t."uted And that therf'forlP h,. It('qllired no title and the 
n,nrla"".e C"Ould (-un\("1 none.-JudMOn v. ~liller. Joe M .• 40. 

TAXN due upon mortnlrl"'d 'And. Are A8 much a lien upon the mor~ ... d 

!:;!~r:~e -:1I~~nth!ti8n~'~i~Y hfoof80l~d;::;P~~OI~ :~~ ~b~~~ ~n:ax~v.::I h~:: 
not woe Inch dO'ed ad.·er""l, 10 the 11m mortgqe. It Inures to the protee' 
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lion and not to the destruction of the regular title. Mortgagee cannot use 
tax title adversely to regular title.-Horton v. Ingersoll, 13 M. 409. Purchase 
of tax bids operates as a payment of the taxes so far as· a mortgagee or his 
assigns are concerned.-Fell v. Barbour, 58 M. 49. Adverse tax title cannot 
be pleaded as a defense to a purchase money mortgage where no claim under 
it has been made against the mortgagor.-Smith v. Fitting, 37 M. 148. When 
a mortgagee instead of making payment of the taxes purchases the land at 
tax sale the mortgagor may treat the purchase as a payment and compel ·the 
cancellation of the certificate or deed on refunding the amount paid with 
interest; but this is the right of the mortgagor only. Neither party to a 
mortgage can be suffered to buy at a tax sale against the will of the other 
and thereby ·cut off the other's interest; but either may bid if the other makes 
no objection.-Maxwell v. Willey, 46 M. 252. A tax title being purchased by 
mortgagee to ptotect the mortgage, it is proper in decree of foreclosure to 
provide that upon payment of the cost and interest the tax title be assigned 
to the mortgagor.-Baker v. Clark, 52 M. 22. 

Mortgagee cannot sulfer lands to be sold for taxes and get title under the sale. 
-Boardman v. Boozwinkle, 121 M. 320. Purchase of tax title by mortgagor held 
merely a payment of taxes he was in duty bound to pay.-McKisson v. Daven
port, 83 M. 211. Where mortgagor conveys by voluntary conveyance a mortgage 
containing a covenant on the part of the mortgagor hinding himself and his 
assigns to pay the taxes the grantee cannot after having asked and obtained an 
extension of a mortgage defeat such mortgage by the purchase of an outstanding 
tax title.-Brown v. Avery, 119 M. S84. 

Vendee of land contract who has allowed the land to be sold for taxes which 
it was his duty to pay, cannot interpose such sales as defense against fore
closure.-Pringle v. Wagnoer, 110 M. 612. Where one enters under an arrange
ment with another who is in possession by virtue of a contract with the owner 
requiring him to pay all taxes, he can acquire no valid title to the premises as 
against such owner by virtue of. any tax sales for taxes which under the contract 
it was the· duty of his assignor to pay, but would hold any title thus acquired 
in trust for such owner.-Bertram v. Cook. 32 M. 518. The claimant of a pre
tended title which he had no ri!!'ht to retain or assert against another party 
is regarded in equity as holding in trust for the other party and as bound to 
release it to him on just terms.-Crooks v. Whitford, 40 M. 599. . 

A vendee in possession of land under a bill of sale of the timber cannot acquire 
an adverse title to the land and set it up against his vendor. Where a vendee 
in possession under a bill of sale acquires a title adverse to his vendor, such 
title is held in trust for the vendor and equity will compel the vendee to trans
fer such title to the vendor upon payment of such reasonable expenses as he 
may have paid in securing the title.-Patreski v. Minzgohr, 144 M. 350. 

An attorney of an insurance· company who purcbased a tax title after fore
closing a mortgage in companl"s name and Quit-claims to company is recog
nized as purchasing for him~elf; but his subsequent action was a recognition 
of his agency in making the purchase.-A tenant who has covenanted to 
pay the taxes cannot, having neglected to do so, acquire a tax title which 
shall shut off the title of his landlord. Neither shall the purchaser in posses
sion under executory contract be aUowed to cut off the rights of his vendor by 
like purchase, nor a mortgagor that of his mortgagee.-A second mortgagee is 
not bound to protect the first mortga"e by payment of taxes or purchase. at tax 
sale, but if he does so it is a protection ipso facto.-A mortgagee owes no duty 
to a subsequent mort"a"ee or to the· owner to protect the partv from tax liens: 
but all three owe a duty to the State to pay the taxes, and the State will sell 
the interest of all if none of th~m shall pay. As between themselves the primary 
duty is upon the mortgagor. But the purchase at tax sale in either case is 
only a payment of the tnx.-Conn. Mutual Life Ins. Co. v. Bult .. 45 M. lIS. 

A tenant-in-common of lands can acquire no title to the interest of his ca
tenant by bidding in the lands at a sale of the whole for delinquent taxes.
Page v. Webster, 8 M. 263: Butler v. Porter, 18 M. 292. If such ca-tenant 
procure another person to bid in the property for him. and to take the deed, 
this will give him no greater right. It is the duty of the tenant-in-common 
in possession of and using the whole estate, to keep down the taxes on the 
whole during his occupancy, anit he cannot take advantage of his own viola
tion of this duty to acqnire the interest of his co-tenants in the land by 
purchase at a tax sale. Where a tenant-in-common in possession of and 
using the whole estate fails to pay the taxes, and a stranger purchases the 
same at a tax sale, in such a manner as to be himself entitled to assert his 
tax title against all the owners, the purchase of such tax title by such tenant 
only corrects the wrong he had befm'e committed and operates as a payment of 
the· tax. He cannot set up such tax title against his co-tenantS. Whether a 
tenant-in-common not in possession, and hence not under obligation to pay the 
taxes of his co-tenant, can purchase of a stran!!,er who without collusion with 
him has acquired it on his own account. a tax title based upon the default of 
his.· co-tenant, and set it up against such ca-tenant-quere.-Dubois v. Campau, 
24 M. 850. As to identification of the undivided interests purchased onus is 
on purchaser to show what it covers.-Butler v. Porter, 18 M. 292. A purchaser 
from one who holds only an undivided interest in patented lands, and who 
enters as a stran!!,er to the rights of his co-tenants of the other undivided 
interests, is not estopped from setting up against them an adverse claim that 
originated before his purchase. such as a tax title that arose from his grantor's 
default. Estoppel from purchasing a tax title lies only against those who 
ought to have paid the tax or removed the burden.-Sands v. Davis, 40 M. 14. 

Where a tract of land was .ought in at a tax sale by a mortgagee, the title 
&0 acquired cannot be asserted as ag~inst the mortgagor. since such a purchase 



MICHIGAN 1893, AS AMENDED 

"ul, amountf'ti to a rooemption from the RaJe. and cannot be considered as an 
11I<l.-pendenl lille.-Porter et al. Y. Corbin et aI., 124 M. 201. 

1 he oriltf'inal o~'n.r ('ould not ron\'ey title to him because she had no title. it 
I.a,·inr twen diveatpd by the &aJe for taxes. whereby her interest vested in. the 
~I~I.. ahHollltely after Ihe expiration of the period Cor redemption.-Allen v. 
Co .. 1<"),. IU M. '30. . 

A "idnw ,,·ho has ronveyallce from all but one of the heirs of her hus
lutnrl'." Mate and is in pOri8bision under such title and her statutory rights 
4'anrH,t acquire a(il'eru title 8M to such heir by purchasing 8 tax title paid 
rnr hy Iwr hUlilband'. Irrantnr. to protect his co\'enants o( warranty pursuant 
to IIl'rnmpnt n.acie with the husband in his lifetime. nor can her grantee 
"ith kJKn~d ... dl(e of all the '8eu do 8O.-An heir cannot set up an adver~e 
f olairn to IHnd of which his father died seized. under a tax title purchaserl 
Hfter hill rll"ath Bnd paid for by his grantor to protect the rovenant of war
runtt' pllrl<luunt in lin 8lfreernent made with the father in his lifetime, such 
title tN"lon .. inlt f'Quitahly to the eRtateo-Ri("hardR Vo Richards, 75 M. 40B. Sec
find lif'"·tf'nant cannot ohtain a tax title during incumbency of first life-tenant 
,,·hitOh ("lin ht· !llet liP IlJrairurt remainder-man.-DeFreese v. Lake. ]09 M. 415. 
'hilltmn'" in joint If'nancy with his wife cannot acquire a. valid tax title against 
hrr._\\o:url v. SeIdell. 113 M. lKS. 

One holdin .. rontrllct {'annot huy for title.-Cnrrdn v. Banks. 123 M. 504. 
"'h.orr 11 mortgHR''-"e pat'S the taxes on properh" covered by the mortgage he 

Ilallll 'he rillht to io('llirle 8u("h amount with interest to his mortgage Hen.-Union 
Irnl'lt ('0. '0. F..lmn(" Park Amu~ement Co .• 168 M. 574. 

MnrtKHIl'l"'e hatl the riKht to pllrcha~e mortgage premises for taxes after fore
dft""r~ of th~ mort..,.~.-Rnsley v. Coolhlliurh. 160 M. 299. 
",h~re purdutl'it- ill made hy the agent of the owner. pur("haser obtains no titlc. 

--RackuA v. Cowley, 162 M. 5~5; Cowley v. McGregor, 163 M. 517; Stansell v. 
0\ meTirsn Karliator Co .• 161 Mo 528. 
1'h~ purduuler of II tax title. who went into possession without serving the 

,,'tltutory notice' on the ownt'r, wa51 entitled to purchase taxes for subsequent 
,"("lin'. hut ifl not rntitled to rompensation for improvements made while he 
"'flJiI in ""rnnllrful PO"~f"~Jilion.-Morri80n v. Semer. 164 M. 20ft 

°fht" purchase by mortgage amounts to a redemption.-Porter v. Corbin, 12" 
M. 2"" 
Th~ I'mntre or 8 life eotate cannot by the purchase of tax deeels acquire title 

ndvrf"Ne' to the- Ft"mainder·man.-Jetrerfl ". Sydnam. 120 M. 440 . 
. -\. tenant in ('Ommon did not A("Quire the title of his co-tenants by purchasing 

At " tal' ."Ie for viJIa.(ff' taXf'!iI. the purchase operating merely as a payment of 
ta""80-SIf'itrht v. Ro(". 125 M. 5R5. 

RIB('k ... o ... 1 v. Van Vlid, 30 M. 1\8. held that owner cannot acquire title; nor· 
(''tn one holrlin .. rontrart.-..('urTfID v. Banks. 128 M. 594. 

"'h(~rf' a man mOrhrJlRert two pif!("(,fI of land. one of which he afterwarrl 
...... flf"d to hht wife. IInrl both plecf'!I \\'(Orf' sold for taxes levied suhseQuent to the 
olnrtKBII't". Anet boullrht hy the- mortlla~r in the name of his wife. the wife would 
nr-t tlle' "f'rmittt'rt to Met up the tax title thu8 aeQuired to defeat the mortgage, 
",;nre .,wh rmr("htule amount. merely to a pa}"ment of the tax.-Chamberlain v. 
tOnrbrlll. un M. 86. 

Une ,,'llO pntt"rf'd into pc:JM~ .. lon or 18nrl as purchaRer under II hmd contract 
fW Mlr" an f'quitahlr title to the lands. the vendor holding the legal title in trust 
.·ftupl~d "ith an intereMt by way of lIecurin~. and filuch vendee cannot. as pur
du,lIt"r of II tax tille. 8{'qllire an Interest ad,oerse to the vendor in the" contract.
I'imon Y. Roor! ~t al .• 129 M. IU. 

II I. Inequltahle for a hu.hnnel to acquire title to the wife's land by obtaining 
flu: title lIDOn it. Bnd 811('h title 18 void as again!llt the wife. and under circum
.tanf·1MI mAY'" ,'oid R,lrainl4t thf' ~antee. and mort«agees of the wife.-Ic1em. 

The ~nf'ral rn). thut one tt"nant in remmon cannot 8("Quire an out!lltanding
title A(hf'rllf' to hi. cr·tenant, Rnrl that the- purchA",e ot s1Ich title inures to the 
' .. nrut of all thr ~ten''"t. upon t'"Quitable distribution ~ being made. iA 8ubject 
tn an e-1O('f'J;'tlon where tht!' ('Oot~n8nt8 have acquired their respectl,'e titles by 
flitrf'rent In!ltrum .. ntlll lind at dttrt"rent timcs Bnd no relntionshln of trust or con
fldf'nce rx"',tll bPtwf'f'n thf'm. and ."tert'" the outstanding title bas not been 
rr~AtM nor 'IIItr ..... <I to ari-.e througb the default of the purchasing co-tenants.-
not'ntlln Y. V .. ldman. 131 M. 5.'U. ' 

One "'ho claim. an Inl"r ... t in land acquires no additional title hy purchasing 
tht" IIUImf' (nr t81Of'1IIo-Tn)-Ior ,'. RoniR'f'r. 147 M. gG. 

Rt;Sn.T1Sr. TR[~ST; In Linsley Y. Sinclair, U M. 130, party purchasinll 
tit. title- for anoth .. r re-pudiatf'd wrenC)'. a8.cwrterl title in himself and conveyed 
tile Innri. The court (ound that he prorured title for the fraudulent purpose 
«.f apprllllriatinll' It 10 Ili. o"·n Il'~ and held that the .talute (see 11571 e. 8. 'IS), 
"rovl,lIn. that no tru.t .hall r('Oult In favor of party furnishing consideration 
for. purt"h'''e In the namr of anothe-r. dol'S not apply to 8 conveyance obtained 
hy frftlld.-Sn al"" Ru...,11 Y. Miller. 28 M. I. Implied or resulting trusts may 
he utahli.hf'rt by pro, in. thr tranlUlrtlon out of which they result or are implied 
and .u("h proof rna, tw by parol testimony.-Riplf'Y Y. Seli~ant 88 M. 177. . 
AT1UR~~EST: A tenant j't pOOll'e!'llliion nnder one title can make no vand 

n!tornmenl to one nol in privity with that tI!le.-Fulier Y. Sweet. 80 M. 28ft. A 
h'nant in '8Ct. cannot di!lput~ thr title under which be obtain! p088ession.
~;IIl' Y. Sherman, .. M. 45. A t~n8nt I. ""topper! from dlsputi" .. his landlord'. 
tftl~ durin. lti. OC'Cuofl,ncy under- the leaf'e and for any further time willie, 

• I ... n •• y hold onr.-Bertmm Y. Cook. 44 M. 198. Attornment to third party 

~~,.'::it·:io:~~;tr:o ':~:~lnO:1 ra:dro~.~~8OMno!. v\!~~ntD~el!~ :?c:.. S;t~~ Whi~~ 
h·",."t C'o n not dllrirl« ('OntinuRnce or the tenam'Y dispute the title unlif'r 
.. bid. he ubtalned po_iun, he rna,. shu... in .umma..,. proceedinga to obtain 
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possession of the leased premises that his landlord's title has been extinguished 
by a sale of the land for taxes and that he has attorned to the purchaser at 
such sale.-Jenkinson v. Winans, 109 M. 5U. The fact that defendant in a bill 
to quiet title lost possession of the lands in suit through the action of com
pJa.inant's agent in inducing defpndant's tenant to surrender possession in order 
to enable complainant to maintain the bill under 12802n C. L. '15, which authorizes 
Stich n suit "against any person not in possessionH is no defense where defend
Rnt's title has been cut off by a valid tax deed to complainant, the defendant 
having the right under the circumstances to attorn.-Lillie v, Snow. 118 M. 611. 

See Secs. 77, 100. 101, 140-2, 
Purchase of land by tenant of the original owner results only in payment 

of the taxes fpr the benefit of the owner.-Williams v. Fox, 152 M. 215. 

No annulment SEC. 73. (4070) :x 0 sale of any lands or deed made by the 
;~~:..,fi;;"_ Auditor General under the provisions of this act shall be set 
session. Hside or annulled by any court of this State after the pur

chaser, his heirs or assigns have been in actual and undis
puted possession of such lands so sold or conveyed for a 
period of five years from the date of such purchase or deed. 

Purchaser 
may recover 
for improve
ments. 

Refunding on 
canceled 
sales. 

Void taxes 
charged 
back. 

Resale for, 
valid taxes. 

,Whenever any sale made under this act is set aside by any 
court in less time than five years, the court shall determine 
and decree the value of improvements made by the purchaser, 
if he has been in possession, 'and give judgment ther:efor, and 
issue execution to coHectthe same of the claimant before 
putting him in possession. If a sale mpde under this act is 
set aside by any court or is canceled by the Auditor General 
as provided in this act, the Auditor General shall refund to 
the purchaser the amount paid at the time of the sale, with 
interest thereon at the rate of six pel' cent per annum from 
the time of the purchase to the time when said sale was set 
'aside or canceled. out of the general fund of the State. In 
such case the Auditor General shall charge back to the county 
aU taxes and the interest and charges thereon for all years 
for which it has been held that the taxes were invalid or the 
description erroneous, but for all years for which no invalidity 
has been found he shaH proceed to enforce the collection of 
the taxes, for all years refunded as herein provided, as in, the 
case of taxes for which sale has not been made, 

History:-Am. 1895, p. 296, Act 154, Eff. Aug. 80; C. L. '97. 8896; Am. 1899, 
p. 430, Act 262, Eff. Sept. 28. , 

One who did not raise any objections when proceedings w .. re taken to establish 
a drain is estopped, after it is nearly completed. from objecting to such pro
ceedings in an action to sell their land to pay the special drain talees.-Auditor 
General v. Melle. 124 M. 285. 

The tax law of 1889, Act No. 195, repealing the tax law of 1885. does not cut 
off the provision r .. garding the refunding of the purchase money in case t)1e title 
is declared invalid.-Harding v. Auditor General, 186 M, 858. 

Act 200 of the laws of 1891 mllde no provision for refunding when sales set 
aside. "In the absence of such provision for repayment the purchaser buys at 
his risk. and takes only such title as the State had.-Crane v. Reeder. 25 M. 
820; Rice v. Auditor General, 80 M. n."-Ball v. Auditor General, 188 M. 521. 

Where relator filed a bill to annul a tax deed on various grounds wl,ich after 
final henring was dismissed, he cannot therenfter nJl;';ntain mandamus to compel 
the Auditor General to cnncel the deed on the ground that the chancery court 
was not in session for five days subsequent to the day fixed for the hearing 
of the prior snit. nnd b .. fore the decree was rendered.'~ince such objection might 
have been litigated in the chancer)' suit: and hence t· e decree dismissing the 
bill was res judicata against plaintiff's claim on such is!lue.-Sayers v. Auditor 
General, 124 M. 259. ~ 

A purchaser of land sold by the State for unpaid taxes acquires no int .. rest 
in land exempt from taxation, included in the description of land subject to 
taxation.-Smith et al. v. Auditor General et al .. 188 M. 58l!. 

Auditor General cannot refu'ld a tax if land was subjed to assessment and 
"dually Rss .. ss .. d whether legally or illegally. and no attempt has been made to 
pay them.-Flint Land Co. v, Auditor General. 188 M. 542. 

Ii. tax-payer who neglects or refuses to pay any portion of his assessm .. nt 
and litigates all of it. will be requir .. d to pay such penalties and inte ..... t as 
nre ftxed by la\)v upon such portion of the assessment 8S is held valid.-Powers 
et al.- v. City 0,\ Detroit et aI., 189 M. 80. 
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Th~ powt?r conferred on the Auditor General to cancel tax deeds doe..~ not 
("t~nd to deed8 ilUCued by him to the Stute under the homestead provisions of 
Ihe las la,,·.-JackJiOn. Lansing & Saginaw R. R. Co. v. Solomon Lumber Co., 
I ,e ~. 20'. 
I.I~IT.",TJOSS: Pari)' ... ho i. to have Ihe b~neftl of limilalions mllst have 

entered into pOMelWJion under his lax cleed.-Gillman v. Riopelle. 18 M. 145; 
~llUf v. HarrinK'ton. 1M M. 213. PosfiesAion O1Ulilt be continuous during full 
.. hatlltory periorl.-¥elverton v. Hilliard, 38 M. 85.5. Must appear that it wa..~ 
aliverAe to plainUft".-Perkins v. Nugent. 45 M. 156. Statute.1ii of limitations are 
IIhltutH of rf'po~ and mUld not be defeated by undue strictness of canstruc
tion.-"fo,,'le v. ""'right. 37 M. 93. Action for posRession of lands to which title 
iii daimed under tax deed or entry thereupon limited to ten years after the 
right to make fluch entry or to bring such action shall have accrued.-12811n 
C'. L. '15. See Perry v. Hepburne. 4 M. Jft5; Chamberlain v. Ahrens. 55 M. 111; 
I/arrl.on v. Spencer. 110 M. 215; Whillaker v. Shooling Club. 102 M. 454. 
!'-hltute protedJl parties entering under tax: titles whether good or bad after 
tpo yean ot occupanc)'.-Keilly v. Blaser. 61 M. 890. See also Hardy v. Powell. 
4. M. 4"; Whilrord v. Crook •• 5f M. 261. Proof that--a deceased person occupied 
hwclM M\'eral )'ear8 and die() in poA1iIeltFOion is presumptive evirlence of seizure 
in flnor of hi" heln or of pur('hasers from his el'ltate.-Hal1 v. Kellogg. 16 M. 135. 
A fter the holder of a tax title has re<'urded it and held possession for many 
)'par". the holder o( the original title cannot question the tax tiUe in collateral 
pr() .. erdjn~. 811 in an Rldion o( ejectment.-8Ianchard v. Powers. 42 M. 610 . 
• ",,. to recovery fnr ImprovementR Aee notes to' Sec. 104. 

\\'hf're It h. attempted to make II writ of l1lanciarnus play the part of nn 
Hetion 8t law agfllnMt the State to recover 8 tax paid. the statute of limitations 
\\ ill apply 'Ul In nn Ilction of Inw. and the writ will not be granted where redress 
will ordinarily be barred by Ihe stalule of Iimilations.-MeRae v. Auditor Gen~ 
.. ral. I.' M. 5t". See also \\'i1kinMon v .. ",uditor General. 147 M. 13. 

Thf' ('Ourt holtl. flection 13 ifil in effect R statute of limitation. and after the 
rnnnin« of that Mtntute. R pO!ilSf"~sion under a sale IIpon a void decree protects 
II", oecupanl.-Spaulding v. O·C"nnor. 119 M. 45; Merritt v. Westerman. 180 M. 
UD. 

A polllflt"Qion 0' real eRtate for the pf'riod of limitations is a sufficient title to 
Muthnrize the poll8f'MltOr t(, maintAin fln action of tre~pass thereon against an 
H(h·t"r"e daimRnt.-Hnrt v. Do)'le. 128 M. 251. 

SI. Mar)". P"wer Co. v. Chandler, 138 M. 470, reaffirm. Spaulding v. O'Connor 
(III ~. Ill. IIIftI Ihi. i. a slalule of limilallon. 

1'{)!Irlilt-filllllioo for n"e )'enrs. f"'en though under R void tax deed. gives the pur
dUlI .. ."r tiUe hy Hfh-crRe pOMHe!1Mion.~nrmf'1 v. Parr, 161 M. 429 . 

. ~CTI()N TO SET ASIDE: Trial or one'. righl. mu.t precerle di.possession.
Mco('omho v. Merr)"he .... 40 M. 721. A. to laches and unreasonable delay to apply 
for rt'lief by IIf'Uin« 8Airle Itltle in chafl('f'ry. see Goodwin v. Burns. 21 M. 211; 
HoW v. Jf'nny, 54 M. 511. In 8 rooteNt betwef'n one who is seekio2' to make 
II Ifnin Rnd one who ill Rtrllg~ling to a\'oid a lORA equity will favor the latter.
MIII.-r v. AJdrkh. II M. 40H. An orrler setting aside a forcloMlue sale and 
"p~lJin« the caHe ("Bnnot he made without bringing In such third persons as 
hRve B("qllired right8 unflt'r the 8ale.-Jewett v. Morris, 41 M. 680. Decree 
" .. ttln,.. 118ide Iflftle 'or jurisrlictional defedFl Ahollld require petitioner to refund 
tn the pllrehaller the amount pai(1 by him with interest.-JenkiOllOn v. Auditor 
filtnf'rAI. 10. M. ••. \\'here vnlid legi~lath'e ad has determined the conditions 
on "'hi("h ri«htlll IIIhali "e8t or be forfeited and there hall heen no fraud in coo
rturtinll' the I("ltnl nle8llUreM. no ("(Jurt eRn interpOHe conciitions or qualiftcntions 
In ,,'oloUoD of the IItatllte,-Cnmeron v. Actum8. 81 M. 426. 

Onf' who , .. 1 tht" ownf'r of the government title neJdeclle to pay the taxes which 
nr~ rl'turnrd d .. llnqllent for twelve yeunt. ill trllilty of lIuch Inches as to bar his 
rlltht to file bill tu Mt't Alllirie " tRX tWf'lve )'enrs after a decree for the aale is 
entprM.-O,,-en .. Y. Auditor General. 141 M. 688. 

\\·h.re an lIetlon to Met A"lde on «round that tnx: W88 erroneomdy aS8cs'ied 
11111 a PRrt In8teRd of the whole of B par('t"1 of land. the colleetor's return in
trociuf't'd IIIhowf'rt tax agBlnMt a PArt 0' the land· only. but it WlUl conabltent 
,,·6th the returnlll that the land might hnve bef'n corredly a88e(ill~ed as a whole, 
Bnel a PArt ("INlr.d b)' pR)-mrnt heture tht" return. the court in support of the dr." "'ould prP.flllllle RUt'h pHymf'ot.-\\'rhrht v. Dunham. 18 M. 414. Tax deed 
t»tJif"d upon RPeH8mf'nt rontninin .. 8 fatally ciefecth'e rlf'Rcription of the prop
f'rty C'on"f'Yf'd 00 title and owner wall not estopped from denying the. validity 
0' th. rlH'd hy havln. Allowed "Ble to br marie, and purch8.Npr to make im
,,""·~rnpnl. wllhollt objt'ctinn.-pplil v. F. '" P. M. Ry. Co., 114 M. 862. 

An Irrp,"lla,lly In indll~l. expmpt 10lld belon"ln..: to another In a de~rlp-
tlnn of lanet liflhle to tR1Ultion ,,-ill not avoid 8 deeree for the 8ale of the land 
fur unpaid tR'lHi.-Smith f"t al. v. Auditor General f't 01 .• 188 M. 5M2 . 

. ~n Imperrt'ct till" rHn I. c11.pulpd by those only who have a better one.
("OWf'rt Y. MorrlllOn. 48 \:. II.. One who attack", 8 iudicial sale 8..1 Invalid 
aft .. r .tran.e,. tUIV~ Rt.'lulrf'd rights nndf'r it mUl,t do 80 by flome original 
pro('H'din«, in ,,-hkh nn hutu~ con be> frlllned and trlrd in the ordinary way, 
IInet th. peon1on" roncYrnf'd hroul(ht In aa parti~.--Cook Y. Hall. J23 M. 818. 
Clhjft'tion. rHi.lllffl by petitiune,. in a proceeding to Met AMide B tax sale relative 
10 II ..... _mpnt and retllrn of the lues held to be foreclosed by the decree 
of ,,"Ie and thf' proviMiona of S«-. jo.-Sf'!iter Y. Church. 121 M. HI. 

TtlK .,.Ie hrld voiet on ground of frauci and ron~pirRc)' where ("ollnty tre88urer 
." ho w ..... th. mnrta-fllfUr) fHlsely l'e'preHf'ntffi to the mortJiragee that taxes were 
p81d and ronn/vetl al sale of landa to third party for delinquent laxes.-Chri .. 
I'Hn v. s."' ...... , ... 1M ~. 47. . 

Whll. Ih. OOI<' .. r of Ihe tall title 018)' ,pot upon hi. deed until the opposite 
pari)' niH)' inlrodu ..... ueb evlden,.., u in Ihe ablience of all oollnler-te.tiHlOny 
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will afl'ord reasonable ground for presuming the proceeding anterior to the 
deed to be ,irregular, yet when this is shown the burden of proof is thrown 
upon the holder of the tax title. To overcome the presumption of regularity 
of the Auditor's deed plaintifl' must show some substantial error afl'eeting In
juriously the former owner of the land.-Case v. Dean, 16 M. 12. 

Where a petition for leave to file a bill of review to set aside a tax sale sets 
up a decree authorizing a sale of petitioner's land. which decree the petitioner 
claims is invalid, and the answer admits in effect that there are no taxes against 
the land which have not been extinguished. and no existing lien, the petitioner 
should be allowed to flle a bill of review to set aside the deeree.-Rumsey v, 
Auditor General, 138 ·M. 41;6. . . 

In O'Connor v. Circuit Judge, Mich. Mandamus Cases, 423, order to show 
cause why mandamus should not issue to vacate an order granting leave 
to ·flle a bill of review in 1897, in ·matter of the petition for the sale of 1894, 
denied. 

When tax deeds are introduced the presumption is that the proceedin~ prior 
to issuing the tax deeds are regular, and the ~urden 'is on the plaintiff to show 
a fatal irregularity if any existed.-Anderson v. Besser, 131 M. 4Rl. 

An order of the circuit court denying a writ of assistance and hohling a tnx 
sale void in a proceeding in which the Auditor General was not a party. may be 
reviewed on a petition for mandamus to compel the Auditor General to refund 
the taxes held void under the decree.-Newton v. Powers, 131 M. 547. 

A tax sale, though invalid. suspends the lien of the State, which only revives 
when the sale is set aside.-O'Connor v. Auditor General, 127 M. 553. 

A decree for the sale of land for unpaid taxes cannot be attacked by showing 
an erroneous computation of interest on tbe amount due on tbe land.-Smith 
et al. v. Auditor General et aI., 138 M. 582. 

ADVERSE POSSESSION: If the tax purchaser obtains possession and IlOlcls 
it until protected by a limitation law, he then beeomes safe, not because his 
tax title is any more regular, but because the holder of the better title has 
become incapable of asserting it. As an iII~gal tax title is a nullity it cannot 
of itself divest or afl'eet the true title in any way and the true owner cannot be 
lawfully compelled to incur expense or take active measures to get rid of it 

. unless he sees flt; but if he becomes ousted, whether by a pretended tax title 
holder or by any adverse daimant, he can only seeure the enjoyment of his 
)'ights by active measures, and the party in possession may then rely on such 
possession until it is lawfully assailed by suit or otherwise within the period of 
Iimitation.-Groesbeck v. Seeley, 18 M. 829. . ' 

One who as owner has been in possession of land for statutory period claimed 
by the city for an unpaid tax, may maintain a bill to quiet title as against the 
city whether the claim of the city for the tax was known or not. Adverse 
possession in order to be invoked as 8 basis of title must necessarily be ex
clusive, and hostile to all claimants whether known or unknown.-Cass F3rm 
Co., Ltd., v. City of Detroit et al., 139 M. 818. . 

Adverse possession under the statute must be open. notorious. continuous. 
~ exclusive. visible and distinct. as well as adverse. There must be an actual 

occupancy. as distinguished from constructive possession. of a. portion or all of 
the premises claimed; not necessarily living thereon, for, jf the premises are 
enclosed, and cultivated, this would be a suffiCient actual occupancy; and 
if crops were continuaJly grown thereon, this would be a visible occupancy; and 
though in the interim between harvesting and recropping no person was actually 
on the land, and nothing done thereon, yet, if such cropping continued from year 
to year this would be a continuous and notorious occupancy within the definition 
abm'e given.-Cook v. Clinton, 64 M. 809; Yelverton v. Steele, 40 M. 538; Paldi 
v. Paldi, 95 M. 410. When one enters upon land. under color of title and with 
claim of ownership. Rny acts of user which are continuous. and indicate un
equivocally to the neighborhood in which the land is. situated that it is appro
priated Exclusively to his individual use and ownership, are sufficient to render 
the possession adve)·se. It is not· necessary that the occupation of land should 
be such that a mere stranger passing by the land would know that some 
one was asserting title to, and dominion over it, nor that the land be cleared 
or fence or any building be placed thereon, to render such occupation adverse.
Murray v. Hudson, 65 M. 670. 

Adverse possession as against city; Schneider v. City of Detroit· et al .. 135· M. 
570. In the same case it says, "The same rule has been applied in this State 
os against the State, viz .. that the statute of limitations runs against the State 
upon lands bid all' to the State at a tax sale.-Chamberlain v. J\,hrens, 55 M. 11 \." 

Payment of taxes is not necessarily such· an assertion· of ownership as to 
afl'ect the adverse possession of another.-Cook v. Rounds, 60 M. 810. Pay
ment of the taxes is not sufficient to establish title by adverse possession but 
is competent evidence to .be considered in determining the question.-Whittaker 
v. Shooting Club, 102 M. 454. A tax deed which is· insufficient in itself to pass 
title and assessment 1'011 showing assessment to grantee are admissible to 
characterize the acts of possession on the part of the grantee and his sue
cessors.-Chabert v. Russell. 109 M. 571. As to adverse possession by grantee 
under a deed from the holder of void tax titles, see Judson v. Dufl'y, 98 M. 255. 

A widow who was life tenant refused to pay taxes and her son bought the 
property at a tax sale. The widow went to live with the son who moved on the 
premises, the widow going with him. Held. that the son had no right of entry 
until the death of the widow· and consequently on ejectment against him he 
could not claim title by adver.e possession.-Sleight v., Roe, 125 M. 585. 

Where it is sought to try title to a house claimed to be on the boundary Ii ne, 
and one of the parties is in posse.."\Sion. ejt"<.'tment is the proper action where 
t1,e question of improvements lIlay be litigated under seetions 1821 0-12 n, C. L. 
-Cromwell v. Hughes, 144 M. 8. 
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Under. C. L. UU. Sec. U!lln. permittinll" a d"f"udant ousted in ejectment 
to recover lor improvements provided he shall ha,'e been in actual occupancy 
for .is: yean before the commencement of the action. the occupancy contem
plated la 8uch u would «he title by adverse possession: hence. where a part of 
Ihe period of defendanl'. occup~ncy was during Ihe life ot Ihe Iife-Ienanl he was 
not entit~ to reeover for improvements against other remainder-men who were 
defendanl ro-lenantA.-Sleight v, Roe. I U M. 585. 

Ewen thou«,h certiftl"8te ,of error has been issued by the Auditor General. 
"Defendant claim. that a title thus acquired" (by adverse possession for more 
than a¥e yearll' "'by adverse po88e8Sion cannot be cut off' by the cancellation 
Dr the las deed. There i. much force in this contention:' The facts. howe'rer. 
did not ahow Ihil to he Ihe cn.e.-Sowlen \'. Hull. 128 M. 2a. 
T'~re caR be no advene pOMH8ion against a remainrler-man by the grante-e 

of • life lenanl durinlf Ihe Iifelime ot the lenanl.-Jeft'er. v. Sydnam. 129 M. 4'0. 
In .n uction of trespBJUII quare clausmm. the record shows that the question of 

plainti"" actual JM)88eS8ton W88 a disputed Question of fact and was properly 
... bmilled to Ihe jury.-Vrllerly v. McS"al. 129 M. 507. 

Seco. 115 and 116. tax law ot 1885. IIx the period at Ihe .. xpiration of which 
litle vnto by od>erae po_ion. and is a slatule of limitalion not repealed by 
lhe tax low of 180'. and lat .. r lax law8.-St. Mary'. Power Co. v. Chandler-Dunbar 
Waler Power Co .• Jl8 M. 470. 

A Indin« lhat plaintiff claimed land under a certain conve}'ance and exercised 
acta or uwnel'llhlp and _ion by hel'llelt. her 'hushand. and 80n over fifteen 
,,,an, I. a 8ulllcient finding that plaintiff acquired title hy adverse possession.
Hart Y. Doyle. U8 Y. ZS7. 

Where one <,Ialmlng pwnenhlp by lax title has not entered inlo actual possession 
ot the land under a Toid tax deed. the payment of taxes for subsequent years 
.ave him no title by advene po8.0te88ion under this section.-John Widdicomb 
l. ..... Y. Card. rIa Y. 71. 

kEFUSDIS(i: Auditor Gf'nf'raJ ('annot refund any money upon the failure 
of ta. titles f'xcept a. lOme fitatute requires it. Act providing for refunding 
dON not authorize lIuch repaynlent in a case where the tax title has merely 
twpn introduced in eyidf'm'e in an ejectment suit and held defective: but the 
judgment mn .. t be- one aciinK dire<'tly upon the title.-Rice v. Auditor General. 
18 M. It. .'urther 88 to refunding 8ee notes to sections relative to pa)'ment: 
al.., Indn of 8ubjectA In nol.,... . 

When aal" 10 art aoide It II the duly ot the Auditor Gen"ral 10 refund all 
nlone), .,aid on the 8ale and to charge back the taxes set aside and in('llide all 
fJthf'r til"" in lub8equent petition for decree. The lien of the state i~ not 
exlintrui8he'<l by p8)'ment a8 0 rondition of purchase in such case, but is onl)' 

·"ir:~::e-01u:~!: f::n:~::: ~.;/:~~r~~;...~2~h~i ~~. not affecl Ihe validily of 
the tnxes. the lien remains and can be afterwards foreclosed by the state even 
thou .• t. the State ha. refundl"d 8 purchaser the amount paid for such tax.
Audllor General v. ~ .. wman. lIS M. 28S. 

Arl No. 100 ur 11191 contains no pnJvision for repa)'ment to the tax purchast'r 
81 an annual tax 88le "'h,,re Ihe ta .. deed has been held void. and the Auditor 
(ienf'ra' haa no power to make Ruch repayment. In the absence of 8 provision .. 
for rrpaym"nl lhe purchaarr buYI al biB risk and takes only sucb title B8 the 
10iaie " ... -Ball v. Auditor General. 131 M. 521. 

A dft"i"e'e M'ttinl' BAilie a sale for delinquent taxes shall require the petitioner 
10 refund 10 Ihe purcha ... r Ihe amounl paid by him 10 Ihe Stale tor the lalld •. -
.\rtre Copper Co. Y. Auditor (jenrrnl. 128 M. 815. 
On~ eontf'rln, into poMlM'Uion without gi\-in, notl("e unelt'r Rection 142 ('annot 

r'l"('()ver in a prO('ft'dtn .. to VaNttl" the deert'e under "'hich he pnrchased, eitht"r 
fur illtpro"f'fII~flta or purt"huae mont"y.-COrrigan Y. Dal'is, It' M. 125; Powell 
Y. Pirr<'<'. 188 M. 427. 

!We s... ... 7'. 88. lot. I ... 
WI ... r. Ihe Slllle deed_ 10 8 purchaorr tor unpaid taxe. and at Ihe lime of 

Allie the' Slate hollt. no UfO". for prior yt"8ra (or delinquent laxes. it ("annot aftl""r 
."H'b .. It". llet •• ide prior 1181 ..... refund the amount paid. and nAMert the dernund 
a«alnsl lIud. aubM'quent purrhftllfOr. In Much CORt-. if a 88111" is set aside and II 
frfuntt madt'. the prf'tnilW'II ,nf' diR('harged from the lien for those yearB.-Auditor 
"..-flera' Y. (.'Iiffunl rt al. •• ,. M. IZI). 
WI~re Ihe pu .. ·I ....... r ot a yoid ta .. till .. did not have arlua! po ....... ion of the 

land. he did nrot lI<"IlIlre Iille ..... n lhough the owner had actunl knowledge ot 
hi. <,laim.-I ... I .. y Y. Kni ..... rn. ur Y. r44 . 

. " tox title pul't"lutllf'r ,,·t.o t"ntl"" Into poAAt'1Iflion of land In dirN"l violation 
or the' law un",", .·hhoh tlf' purrhsfWfl. I" nut entitled to rompt"mwtion for hn
pro ... "mt"lIu.-( .... JIi: L.and (,'oRHtrul'tinn and l'nxJuciu, Co. v. Md)onald. 155 M. 
liS. 

R .. tunrling. 
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8r.c. 73a. ( .&071 ) The ri"ht to reCO\'er pOllsession of any 
land, or to a rf'funding or the amount paid, by any person 
daiming through or undf'r any deed f'xecuted by the Auditor 
(if'nf'ral or by virtue of a certificate of purchase issued under 
the provisions of thiB ad lIhall be forever barred by the actual, 
opf'n and continuous possellsion of any person claiming lIuch 
lJ!nd ad\'ersl'ly to lIuch tax deed, or certificate of purchase, for 
tbe pf'riod or fh'e Yf'ars after tbe purchaser of 8uch tax title, 

Purchaorr 
barred by five 
ye-ars' posses- _ 
!hUn of owne-r. 
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his heirs ,or assigns, is entitled to a deed thereof, or by failure 
of such tax title purchaser, his heirs or assigns to give the 
notice or notices required by this act for a reconveyance of 
the premises within the above specified period of five years, 
In case of such failure to give the required notice for re
conveyance within the period of five years from the date 

Money not to such purchaser, his heirs or assigns shall become entitled to 
be refunded, a tax deed to be issued by the Auditor General, the person or 

persons claiming title under tax deed or certificate of pur
ehase, shall be forever barred from asserting such title or 
daiming a lien on the land by reaso1). of such tax purchase; 
and such purchaser, his heirs or assigns shall not thereafter 
be entitled to a refunding of the amount paid as a condition 
of the purchase of such tax title by reason of any defect, 
irregularity, invalidity, or any cause whatever affecting the 
taxes or the sale of the lands for such tax lien. 

Redemption. 

Redemption 
certificate. 

Notice of 
redemption. 

Idem, 

. . 

History:-Added 1907. p. 63, Act 58. Elf. Sept. 28. 
This .cction does not apply to purchase of tax titles prior to its enactment.

Holmes v. Soule. 180 M. 520; Jacques v. Bosman. lSI M. 495. 
Prior to the enactment of this section there was no limit of time fixed in bring

ing an action on the part of the tax title purcha..'iier to recover possession of 
lunds purchased for taxe".-Wolverine Land. Co. v. Jerome. IS8 M. 6R. 

SEC. "74. (4072) Any person owning any of the lands sold 
as aforesaid, or any interest therein, may, at any time before 
the first Tuesday in May in the year following such sale, re
deem any parcel of such lands, or any part or interest in such 
lands, by showing to the satisfaction of the county treasurer 
or Auditor General that he owns .only that part or interest 
in the same which he proposes to redeem, by paying to the 
county treasurer or Auditor General the amount of the sale 
of the parcel of land, or the portion thereof wished to be re
deemed, and interest thereon from the date of such sale. Upon 
the payment of the redemption money and interest thereon at 
one per cent per month or fraction thereof to the county 
treasurer as aforesaid, he shall issue a redemption certifkate 
in triplicate in slwh form as may be prescribed by the Auditor 
General, such triplicate eertificates shall be countersigned by 
the county eh~rk, who shall mak!.' an entry of the number of 
sueh certifieate, the amount for whieh it was gh'en and the 
name and address of the person paying the same, one of such 
triplieate reeeipts shall he delivered to the p!.'rson making such 
redemption paym!.'nt, one filed in the ome!.' of the eounty treas
urer, and one of sueh triplieate eertifieates shall be left with 
the couilty elerk to be immediately transmitted to the Auditor 
GeneraL The county treasurer shall also make a minute of 
such redemption eertifieate in the tax I'eeord book kept in 
his omee, with the nam!.' of the paYl'e, the date and amount 
paid. All redemption eertifieates issued under the provisions 
of this section shall he consecutively numbered, beginning 
with number one on the first of eac'h ealendar year. Sueh 
eertifieate or triplieate, and the entry thereof by the elerk or 
the eounty treasurer,' shall he evidenee of such redemption 
payment in the eourh; of this 8tate. In emle any sueh lands 
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are redeemed at the office of the Auditor General, a notice con
taining all the abo\'e facts shall be sent to the county treas
urer of the proper county, who shall cause the proper entries 
10 be made on the tax record of his county and in the office 
of the county clerk. 

History:-Am. 1895. p. 296. Act 154. Eft'. Aug. 80:-Am. 1897. p. 289. Act 225. 
I",d. Elf. Moy !D:-C. I.. '97. 8HD7:-Am. 1890. p. 430. Act 262. Eft'. Sept. 23:
Am. 1817. p. 79', Act '20. Elf. Aug. 10. 

Counly Ireasure... are provided by the Audilor General wilh blank appli
rAlions "hkh all Ilpplying to tht'm to redeem should be required to 011 and 
"hrn. ,ohe form inchulf'1I the statutory showing of interest. The same blank 
I. (urnl.hed by Ihe Auditor General to all who muke application to redeem at 
hi. dt'portment. 

It d""" nol appear to be Inrnmbent npon Ibe olftcer to whom a tenrler (or 
u" ... Jt>mptlon ill made to determine the title or intereRt of the party who seeks 
10 redeem lIe«al lill ... art' to be tried by law.-Hoft'man v. Beard. 22 M. 59): 
IJut prHtlllt8hly wh~n showing of interest is made in proper form 8uch showing 
will be n .... ·epled as sotls(actory unless Ihe officer has proof tbat the applicant has 
rtut 8ueh luteTe-Nt 811 he claim. he has. 

Ki .. hl o( redt'mptlon ... i.t. only when permitted by statute. Courts cannot 
'f'ud Into the law extenMions of time. exceptions. etc.-Dumphy v. Hilton. 121 
M. I.,. 

One having no legal or equitable interest in the premises cannot redeem.
Harwood v. Unrlerwooct. 28 M. '27. A volunteer cannot rerleem.-Smith v. 
\ Uflti n •• M. "85. II M. .... Sole of 8tJlnding timber is sale of an interest in 
Ih .. lanrt.-Johnoon v. Moore. 28 M. I: Kllssell v. Mye .... 82 M. 522: Wetmore v. 
lIO .. uberger. " M. 862: Wait v. Baldwin. 80 M. 822: Williams v. Hyde. 98 
M. 152: hnl a ".rol lieense 10 cut limber i. not.-Greeley v. Stils,,". 27 
M. 151. Equity o( redemption is nn Inlerest in land.-Rawdon v. Dortge. 40 
M. 887. A right of way i. an intere.I.-D. H. & I. R. R. Co. v. Forbes. 
10 M. 171. So i. an eOHt'ment.-Millnrd v. Reeves. I M. 110. See also Fleteher 

i:t'O~'i:n:.I:I~r~:.I~~':':!}· ~~tr~it. 1~. M~w~:.r ';!u;:~~~vi::dto'n!:~~tm::,yaYr~~ee~~~m,j;; 
Co~lt'y on Taxation. 588-8. and cas.". ciled at Sec. 8507 H. S. Redemption 

~1::~tI~:. ~~:. tilt~e. JO~~.~~mp;~ i~~~~~ 8~heM .. a~~7. f~~m w!~e s:':~".;s~oo~ir..t o~ 
.efif'mptioll when made hi 8uflicient in all cases Rnd by whomsoever made 
I ........ Ihe tille 10 the renl ownt'r whoever he may be. As to right of redemp-
tion ..... 01110 Car .. 1II v. Power. I M. 809. 

Ir.ter~t on redemption I. rather 8 penalty or an exaction for the privileg(" 
or red...,min ... -¥. & P. !If. R. R. Co. v. County Treasurer of Saginaw. 32 M. 
~fto. RI"hl In red .. em .trklly Iimiled to the statutory period. Gantz v. Toles. 
,I) M. itS. Courtll of equity (,8nnot extend or enlarge time for redemption.
CRmpron v. Adam •• 11M. 426. Statulory time for redemption is not aft'ecterl 
~ 4~;~ ml.token date of expiry in certilicale of 8ale.-Muirhead v. Sands. 111 

.\ party who Ihrou«h n.,..li .. ence or «ro.. ignoranee of the law fails to 
rt'det'IR wilhln Ih .. time limltt'd by atalule has no claim to relief in equily.
('ampRu v. Ho"fnay. 18 M. 27. Owner and purchp.ser agreed upon amount for 
r.<IIfII'.ItRlf'nt of eertiftcnte. and former relying thereon, permitted time tor re-
flt"nlptlon to f'xplre. after ,,-hi("h plirchH~er ohtJlinf'd deed and refused there
,.nf'r to R("t'e'pt lender of a.-reed amount: Held, to be fraud upon the owner 
and thftt ht' wa. enUtied to decree agalnat purchaser tor conveyunce.-Laing 
•. MrK~e. II M. IU. 

In FllllfPrald v. Audllor G .. neral. MI~h. Mandamu. Cases 1084. mnndamns 
to l'ompel rf'HJMmdent to eleeute to relator deed of lands sold at tax sale, 
rfO}ll:porulent hnvhtlf prf'vloulIIly hUllled certificate of redemption. WHS denied. 
h IWlroil F. a. M. In •. Co. Y. Wood. 118 M. 81. owner remilled to connty 
tr .. alllurer to rf'fieem frum .ale for toxea of 18Dl Bnd lM9% and county treasurer 
I .. ut'd ~rtIOr .. I ... o( redt'mplion (or bolh yea .... time (or redemplion from sale 
(nr tH. o( 1"01 havlnlf expired. Amlilor Gent'ral o ....... pled Ihe duplicate for 1892 
onrl drdlnpd to o<,<..,pl Ihal for IH91. H,ld. when owner remits 8um to bt' 
IIf'Vol .. d to "1I\('har .... o( .peciOed tax ... II should 1111 be a:>plled a. Intended or 
IK. part o( It a"""'pted. 

Mon .. y paid by tit .. hohl .. r o( a mortlfa .... 10 redeem rrom tax sale does not 
~ .. n.tllul. a Ii .. n apart (mm Ib.. mort ..... g.. but I. disrharged when the mort.8 .... I .... Ii.lled.-Vln .... nl •. Moore. 51 M. 818. 

In ("ftlle of inconlpt'tf!nt pt'rROn.----t"'annot redeem after period of· redemption 
upi"",. 1 h. ri«ht o( redt'mplion (rom tax lUll ... does nol exi.t except a8 provided 
h) .I"ltll •. -J)umpht')' v. Hilton. 111M. 115. • 

J) .. ~u.1t of moo .. y In poololft .... nol .umrient. "The person havln .. the rl .. ht to 
r.d~m mu.t 8vall hlm ... l( o( Ihat right during Ihe lime nxed by slatute."
PRillP Y. B .. ynlon. 114 M. 1t4. S..., al .... Paine v. Land Comr .• 66 M. 245. 

Metlon 74 i. not r.ppaled by Ihe pm.ioions of at'dion8 140 and 141. althou .. h 
lhe lall.r I\f'('tlone make ...... ion 74 Inapplicable where Ihe lax (or whirh the 
I .. nd ..... IIOld lisa ..... n paid by a purch ..... r of Ihe title of the Stale.-Cheever 
v. t'linl Land Co. Ltd .. 114 M. 804. 

A rerl .. mptlon (rom lax .ale by the holder of an apparently valid litle. bllt 
.. Itirh W8. a< .... ulred by (raud. operale. 10 restore the lit Ie to Ihe original owner. 
-t:ltandler Y. ("lark. lSI M. 158 
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Copy of de- SEC. 75. (4073) Whenever any court of competent juris
~~:~t~f annul- diction shall by decree annul any certificate executed by the 

county treasurer aforesaid or any deed issued by the Auditor 
General, the clerk of such court shall, on the payment, by any 
party interested, of fifty cents, deliver to such person a cer-

Subject to 
record. 

Notice of 
Auditor 
Genet"a). 

Tax held 
illegal, when. 

Unauthor
ized tax. 
No jurisdic
tion. 

Exempt, etc. 

Tax paid. 

Fraudulent 
assessment. 

other taxes 
silstained. 

tified copy of such judgment, decree, or order, which certified 
copy or such judgment, decree or order shall be a proper sub
ject of. record. in the office of the register of deeds oJ: the 
county in Which the land is situated, and on recording the 
same, the register shall enter in the margin of the record 
of'the tax deed affected by su~h decree or record, a brief state
meiJ.~ of such judgment, decree or order, and shall also send 
notice of such decree or order to the office of the Auditor 
General. 

History:-C. L. '97, (3898). 

SEC •. 76. (4074) In any suit or proceeding to enforce or 
set aside any tax, such tax shall beheld illegal only for one 
of the following reasons: 

Fin-st, That no law authorizes such tax; 
Second, That the person or persons appointed to decide 

whether a tax shall be raised under a given law, have acted 
without jUI;isdiction, or have not imposed the tax in question; 

Third, That the person or property assessed was exempt 
from the taxation in question or was not legally assessed; 

Fourth, That the tax has been paid; 
Fifth, That the supervisor or board of review in assessing a 

person or property for taxation, or in the apportionment of 
the tax to the person or property in question acted fraudu
lently. , 

If any such illegality, omission or fraud affects the amount 
of one tax only, the tax shall be sustained so far as the same 
is legal and just. 

History :-C. L. '97, 3899. 
As to p<:riod within which a sale under a decree in chancery will be set aside.

Leonard v_ Taylor, 12 M_ 898. 
""'here objections to the sufficiency of proceedings in tax cases are not nUlt1e

in trial court, such objections will 1I0t be reviewed on appeal.-Auditor Geneml 
v. Chase, 132 M. 630. . 

SUB- 3. The court. has power to review a lax where it is charged that prop
erty not assessable was in. fact assessed.-City of Detroit v. Donovan, 127 !II. 
(;N. 

SUB. 4. A sale marle after the tax Ims been paid is unauthorized and thc 
(1eed on such sale conveys no estate or title whutever. One claiming to have 
paid the tax before sale js not precluded by the deed but may go behind it 
and show thnt fact.-Rowland v. Doty. Harrington's Chancery Reports s. 

SUB. 5. To justify court in setting aside assessment on ground of fraud and 
conspiracy the evidence must clearly establish the charge.-Pioneer Iron Co. 
v. Negaunee, 116 M_ 430. 

That valuntion by assessing officers was too low or that property suhjed 
to assessment was not assessed is not of itself sufficient to allow tax-parer 
to escape taxation. It must appear that because of these things he is made to 
pay .more than his portion of the taxes.-A court would not be warranted in 
holding an assessment invalid because the assessor or board of review hnd acted 
fraudulently, unless that fact was clearly established by the evidence.-Muskegon 
v. Boyce, 128 M. 585 • 
. ,,'here n fraud in tax roll was proven. it was- not incumbent on the tax-payers 
resisting the sale of their lands for taxes levied under snch assessment to 
furnish the court with data on which to estimate what would be a proper tax 
on their land. since that would require them to make' a. new tax roll, which 
they had no power to do.-Auditor General v_ Pendill. 123 M. 521. 

Where the trial court charged the jury in detail that fraud would vitiate the 
tax roll, and the jury found against the defendant on that issue.' the asses..o;ment 
cannot be held invalid on appeal on thnt ground . .,.....City of Muskegon v. Royt'e, 
123 M. 535. 
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A n .. r .to .1INM~nt roll has bH-n made. N,-iewed and completed. the supervisor 
(raudulelltl,- altt'red the valuation of t"e'rtain lands by reducing the ,oaluation 
lI",d by the hoard of r ... ,-i....... H.'d. that the ... ntire tax was vitiat ... d by the 
fraud and the fraudulent tax roll was absolutely void.-Auditor General v. 
It ""hitt. II! M. III. 
~!-i«. I". 
The- ...... 'd fI( IlIpen"iM,n in making a romputatioD or the personal assessmenb 

It. rt"Qllirl"fl hy Sec. 'fiJI C. L. by nlist .. ke used the ass~ .. ments of persomll 
prn,wrty A1I tht',. aprwalM on tht!' orie-inal rolls in place of the equalized roll~. 
1I,ld.. That thr 8~mentA were n,icl only to tht" f'xtent to which the taxes 
"ere "wreased by the miiilake.-Audilor General v. Griffin et al .. 1 .. 0 )1 •• 26. 

~.;c. 77. (lOiS) In th~ proo;ecution or defense of any ac· COd'Petent 
tion or proceeding by any person holding or claiming land e,'1 enee. 

nnder any deed or deeds of lands purchased for delinquent 
taxes, the party 80 claiming, under and by virtue of such· pur-
('hase, may show his title to such land and premises, whether 
the Mame was derired under one or more purchases, and may 
J!h'e in e\'idence any and all deeds of conveyance or other evi-
dence> of such purchases as aforesaid. which he may at any 
time ba\'e receh'ed, and may claim title under any or all of 
them. 
Hi.tor)":~. L. '97. 1100. 
Where title r_ upon the validity of tal< deed. em'ering taxes for several 

If"3f'1i1. bri~h should beo romprphensive. roverimr statutes. dedsions etc., a~ 
plirahle to earh point raiJ'ed.-Hofrman v. Pack-Woods Co .. 114 M. 1. 

It would in~oh'e an al'wlurdity to say that a subsequent title acquired at 
n tax ... Ie Rnd .. hirh breaks up and destro)·. all prior titles operates at the 
"" .. nu!' lime to 8tren~bE'n such prior titles.-Lacey v. Dans. " M. 153. But pur· 
(hAWr ma)' hid lIpon the slime lands at a tax sale before the time of redemp
tinn under hiM former purrhase bas expired and ha"e the benefit of such bid. 
- T .. ·....-.! v. Metralf. 4 M. 518 . 

. ~ claim of title under a tax d ...... d i. of necessity hostil... to the title of the 
l"IaitnRnt undf'r the orilrinal title.-Sparrow Y. Hovpy. "" M. 63 . 

. -\ bill to renunp a cloud from the title to lands where complainant"s title is 
thmn«h a judit"ial lIl3le «-Annot be 8ulilainerl where the pr<X"eedings which 
'" II"r. the balfiis of 8lK"h sale and upon which the validity of romplainant's title 
dpp .. nds Hre .ltOwn to tw "oi<l tor jurisdictional defects.-Griswold v. Fullf'r, 
II M. %"". 'Jun-ItalCe Ht a "oid tax Rale can in no way efrect the deed made 
pllr"UHlJt tn a JI. .. le previo",,))' made-.-Jt"niMln v. Conklin. 11' M. O. 

In all 3(1-;011 of tr~pH88 for enterin .. land. etc .. tax deeds which the e\'idE"nce 
"IIOWIIII art' void mAY he treated a~ color of titlE": and if the de-fenliant took 
,"~i(Jn nnrter tI~m they lire admissible in evirlE"nce as tendin-=- to show what 
nntt belw milch ".nrls he dR' mS.-Hoffman v. Harrinlrton. !JI M. go. As to R'ooci 
faith of arb done un"~r titl~ baJ'ed upon tax deeds. see Grant v. Smith, 26 M. 
~Ol: Wincbftter v. Crall". 11M. tt!. . 

OF TAX LA~mS HEI.D BY THE STATE. 
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~.:('. 7R (-IOi6) All lands beretofore or that may be here- Sale of .tate 
lifter hid off to the State for taxes. which ha\'e not been re- tax lands. 

det'DJed or otherwise dh;polled of. shall be offered for sa.le by 
the ('"ounty treallurer at the regular annual tax' Ilale provided 
to lJf' held llnd('r the pro\'illions of this act. The Auditor Auditor Gen
(J('n('ral Mhall furnillh to each ('"ounty treasurer in the month ... ral to mL'ke 

or April prior to the month of lIllY in the year in which such statemen 

tax Mall'8 are held. all prO\'ided in this act. a statement of'aIl 
lands in hill ('"ounty that may ha\'e been bid in for the State, 
HII'D rf'maining unr('deem('d or not otherwise discharged. 
~u(:h lltat(,D1('nt Mhall exhibit the aggreJ!ate amount of all 
Mumll due on eaeh det!('"ription of land, including interest there-
fin at the rate of hn'h'e per cent per annum from the first 
day of the month in which the land was bid in to the State 
until the firMt day of the month in which said annual tax sale 
i .. to be held. as h('re>torore pro\'ided for by this act. 

Hi .. ....,.:-.~m. tOI7. p. to •.• ~ .... tn. Imd. E •• Mar t.:-C. L. "7. 1901:-Am. 
I •••• p. 411. A .... !Of. 1. •. MIlt. rI. 
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Requirements 
. and condi- . 
tions of sale. 

Purchaser 
must take en
tire state lien. 

Certiftcate of 
sale. 

Record 
thereof. 

GENERAL TAX LAW 

State tax land bonks are public records and subject to inspection by any 
citizen.--Aitch"-son v. Huebner.' DO M. 643. Time. to furnish lists is directory.-
Garner v. Wallace. 118 M. 3S7. . 

Purchaser of State tax lands at annual tax sale is not required to pay all taxes 
then a lien as provided in Section 84 in order to entitle him to deed.-Berkey v. 
l;urchard. 119 M." 105. 

This statute was not enacted for tbe benefit of original owners.-Yourlgs v. 
Povey, 127 M. 297. 

Purchase at county treasurer's sa1e from list and tax record not void if sale 
frolll record held invalid. Tbe purchase stands good as to year or' years sold 
from list.-Dllrns v. Ford, 124 M. 2a. 

SEC. 79. . ( 4077). At the time of holding the sale provided 
for in section seventy of this act, the county treasurer shall 
proceed to sell said lands last mentioned and to continue the 
same from day to day except Sundays, until the whole have 
been offered, and any person bidding on any of said lands 
shall be subject to the requirements, provisions and penalties 
of section seventy. 

History:-Am. 1897, p. 290, Act 225, Imd. Elf, May 29;-C. L. '97, 3902;-Am. 
1919, p. 52, Act 2S, Elf. Aug. 14. 

Publication of list of descriptions of State tax lands is not reqllired.-Garner 
v. Wallace, 118 M. 887. Auction sale implies sale to the hil\"hest bidder and 
where notice was given of sale by auction it will be presumed that it was so 
made.-McCammon v. Railroad Co .. lOS M. 104. 

A publication once a week, occurring four times next previous to the flrst 
Tuesday, is valid, though less than a week transpired between tbe last publica
tion and the day of sale, and less than four weeks between the ftrst pUblication 
and the day of sale.-Monroe v. Winegar, 128 M. 809. 

Land sold as State tax land and as delinquent land at the same sale is. 
ol1bject to redemption under Section 71 of the tax law. (Sec ~06S C. L. '15)
Monahan v. Auditor General, 136 M. 247; Vincent v. Evans, 165 M. 695. But 
not so after ame.ndment to law by Act ,a4, laws 1907. 

SEC. 80. (4078) In all cases where a description of land 
is offered as State or· county tax land, and the same descrip
tion or any part thereof shall be' offered in the list of lands 
delinquent for taxes, as pI;ovided in this act, the county treas
urer shall inform the person bidding for the same of that fact, 
and such person shall be required to purchase said descrip
tion at the same time, and if he refuses so to do, the treasurer 
shall .refuse his' bid, and shall again offer it as if no bid had 
been made thereon. 

History :....:.c. L. '97, 3903. 
Purchasers at the county treasurer's sale must purchase from both the Tax 

Record and the State Tax Land List in order to make a valid purchase.-Grand 
Haven Arbiter, Unterstutzungs Verein v. Soule. 175 M. 210. 

For rule. governing sale, see Sec. 70; See also Sec. 72. 

SEc.8l. (4079)' The county treasurer shall .. on payment 
of the purchase money of such sale, issue a certificate of sale 
to the purchaser in such form as the Auditor General shall 
prescribe and furnish, number the same and enter the name 
of the person or persoris to whom the same was issued, with 
the number, date and amount thereof, in a book kept.in his 
office for the purpose. 

History:-C. L. '97, 3904;"":Am. 1907, p. 87. Act 84, Imd. Elf. April 8. 
Purchaser has no ,ril\"hl Of entry' on certiftcate before deed.-Busch v. Nes~er, 

fl2 M. 8S1. But purchaser of unoccupied land is constructively in possessIOn 
and may maintain trespass a~ainst one who without his authority having no 
color of· title to the lands e'lters upon them, cuts and carries away standing 
timber.-Salford v. Bastow, 4 M. 406. 

Certificates of sale must bear same number as that on State Tax Land List 
<,pposite the description. . , 

See Sec. 115. 
Land sold as State' tax land and' as delinquent land at the same sale is 

suhject to redemption under Sec. 71 of the tax law, (Sec. 4068 C. L.)-Monohan 
v Auditor General, 13'6 M. 247; Vincent v. Evans, 165 M. 695, but not so since 
section "mended in 1907. 
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(o;IW. 8:!. (4080) The Anditor General or his deputy, OIl Auditor. Gen
J,reH('ntation and Hu.-render of such certifieate, shall issne to ~~~~:~ Issue 
th(' purchaser. hiM heirs or assigns a deed of conveyance, ex-
("I'pt whell it IIhull appeur that the land has been redeemed or 
the taxeR paid prior to date of sule therpof: Prorid~d, That Proviso. 
111I("h dppd IIhull ha\'e the sume force uud effect us is given 
by Mpetion He\'('nty-two of this aet. 

Hi.tory:-C. L. '07. 3905;-Am. 1907. p. 87. ,Act 34. Imd. Elr. April 8. 
SllmC"i~nt tllnt it he !tho\\'n that deed was made in pursuance of law.-Garner 

•. Wallace. 118 M. IH7. 
A vfOfulor acting in ~od faith Is not re~ponsihle for the goodness of his title 

.... fond the utenl of hi. covenants.-Thorkildsen v. Carpenter. 120 M. 419. 
See Sees. 73. B0-2. 

~.:I·. 8:1. (4081) In cas(' of the loss of such certificate of Allidavit of 
"ull'. the pnrehuser. or his II'gal representative or assigns, may ~~t~.Of certill
file hiM uffidavit, duly \'erified, of such loss and thut he was, at 
t he time of MlJ('h loss, the bOlUt fid~ und legul holder and owner 
tlwrc'of. Thc' Auditor G('n('rul shall thereupon execute, as Dee~ on AIII
IIforc'Maid, a d('('d for the land described in said certificate, if daVIt of loss. 
the Maml' Mhall not have hel'n redel'med, in the same manner as 
thonghit had bc'en presented and surrendered. The Anditor Second deed 
OI'lwral Hhull exeentl' a se('ond dl'ed of lands conveyed as here- to replace lost 
, 'd d' II ., , deed . 

. 111 IH'O\'1 I' • III a ('ases III wh](~h he shall be satIsfied, by snffi-
!'il'nt proof, that the original dee.d and record thereof has been 
.Io"t 01' delltroyed, whit-h suid dl'I'd shull dl'dare lHlon its face 
that it .is u HI'('ond deed, and shall I'ecite the loss or destruc-
tion of th(' formpr deed and itM dute. if possible. Such deed 
"hall innr .. to the hl'nefit of the grantt'e in the first dee<J, his 
Iwil'lI or ullMignM. llM the CliMe muy be and shall have the same 
forl'I' and l'ffed as Maid first dl'ed. BefOl'e the execution of .'ees. 
I'III('h dl'l'Il. the party applying therefor shall pay to the Audi-
tOi' (l1'nPI'al thl' Sl1l11 of one dollar, which shall belong to the 
j.(I'III'ral fund of the State. 

HI.tory:-C. I .. "7. 3P.6. 
\\'h~n ('(Ilirt mAY order new def'd.-11767 C. L. '15. Second deed which does 

IUlt rf"'f'ite upon ih' 'nce the 10M or rlf'!1Itr1letion of former deed and its date. if 
pt'lltlliihle, iM nu f'\'ldence of titlr.-Burrmurh!il v. Goff. 64 M. 40". Applicant tor 
JIIf"f'ontl " .. ret I1Hud rnl.ke AflhhlVit of lo~" of flr,At deed Rnd also furnish certiflcate 
uf rt"ll'iHter of deed. lhftt the deed hna not been recorded. 

~.:('. 8'&. 1411~:!) Any perMon may· pur('hasl~ any state tax Purchase ot 
landM or any IItate hidM. lit uny' time <,xcept during the ~~R~~a~~\l~:d 
I1nnlllll tax lIull' ut thl' ('Ol1llty treasnrel"s' offiee and for ot Auditor 
the pI'I'ind of fiftl'I'n daYM pl'lor thl'l'eto hy paying there- General. 
for to thp Allditor Ol'll('ral th., IImonnt for' which the 
"llml~ waM hid off to the ~tate, with intel'eMt 011 the 
1IIIllII' lit the rate of one JlI'r '('('nt pl'r month or fl'aetion the1'e-
or from the fir"t. dllY of the month in whi('h s\1eh. lands were 
hid otT tn thl' ~tlltl·. to~ethl'1' with the o.th('r tax<'lI which 
hll\'e hl'l'n rl'hlrn('d to the Allditlir Genpra\ and remain a Cond,ition •. 
Iit'll on '''11'11 land!!! at thl' timl' of tIll' Jlllr('hase MO made; with 
the intl'rl'Mt thereon lit tIll' I'atl' provided in thiM aet: Pro- Proviso. 
";(/('(1, Tllat pllrdllll~I' muy he mudl' of any Stnte 'bid wi.thin 
thp period for "I'dl'l11ptioll withollt payment of the taxpM of 
IIlIh"I'1111I'Ilt ~'I'III'M all II I'onditioll of pureha.se. in case the 
land iM not hl'ld lIy the ~tate aM !'itate tax land; but for all· 
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Certificate 
and deed. 

GENERAL TAX LAW 

taxes remaining unpaid the land shall be liable to sale as 
provided oy section eighty-five of this act. Upon making pay
ment as above, such purchaser shall be entitled to and re
ceive a certificate, and a deed conveying all the right, title 
and interest of the State to such tax lands, acquired or ac
crued by virtue of the original sale or sales to the State. All 
the provisions of law relative to deeds executed by the Audi
tor General on the surrender of certificates of sale made by 
the several county treasurers shall be applicable in making 
deeds for su'ch purchases: Provided, That any person who 
would ·be entitled to a reconveyance under the provisions of 
section one hundred forty-one of this act, may purchase any 
State tax lands or any State bids, at any time except during 
the annual tax sale at the county treasurer's office, by paying 
to the Auditor General the amount as herein provided and 
filing with the Auditor General satisfactory proof of the right 
to such reconveyance. 

HistorY:-Am. 1895. p. 297. Act 154. Ell'. Aug. 80;-C. L. '97, 8907:-Am. 1899, 
p. 431, Act 262. Eff. Sept. 2S;-Am. 1915. p. 9. Act 4. Ell'. Aug. 24. 

Purchase unner this section can be made of no officer other than the Auditor 
General. and if moneys are paid to the county treasurer that officer is for the 
purpose thus made the agent of the intended purchaser.-In Neeley v. Rood. 54 
M. 184. it was held that moneys paid to county treasurer to be forwarded to the 
Auditor General were not received by the county treasurer in his official capacity, 
and that it is no part of his official duty to receive money to be paid to the 
Auditor General. 

Application for mandamus to compel cancellation. Silverthorn bought Aug. 
27. 1897. but money was not sufficient. He paid balance Oct. 25, IS97. and 
deed made as of Aug. 27. No intervening application between August and 
October and October 25. 1897. his money was sufficient. Mandamus denied 
without opinion May 18. 1903.-Hoffman v. Auditor General, 136 M. 689. 

Purchase is complete when application is made to Auditor General and sufficient 
Il'oney paid. 'Issue of deed is a ministerial act. necessary to evidence the title 
which was in purchaser as soon as the statutory requirement as to application 
aud payment were complied with.-Eldridge v. Richmond, 120 M. 586: Youngs 
v. Povey, 127 M. 297. It will be presumed. in the absence of evidence to the 
contrary. that payment was made at the date the· application was received and 
not on the date the deed was issued.-Wilkin v. Keith. 121 M. 66. This section 
requires one purchasing the title of the State to pay all claims which the 
State holds against the lands for non-payment of taxes. including taxes re
turned as nnpaid oil which the time of redemption has not expired at the 
time the title is purchased.-Cheever v. Flint Land Co., Ltd., 184 M. 604; 
Hoffman v. Auditor General. IS6 M. 689. 

Where applicant has not paid with his application all the statute requires 
and owner causes the current taxes to be paid and tender to the Auditor General 
made to pay the State bids before the purchaser makes a new and perfect appli
cation. the owner is entitled to the deed.-Wilkin v. Keith. 121 M. 66. Where 
npplication was made with insufficient remittance and balance was not received 
until another tax (not included in the remittance) was payable as. a condition 
of. the purchase, deed issued was held void.-Purchaser not entitled to deeds to 
the amount of his remittance with an insufficient payment for all descriptions 
in his application in the order in which they appear.-Hubbard v. Auditor Gen
e .... l. 120 M. 505. Grantee in tax deed which is void by reason of failure to pay 
nil the 'statute requires may h."e refunding and on proper application may re
purchase if no intervening rights have accrued;-Cockburn v. Auditor General. 
120. M. 6·U; see also. Conley v. Auditor General, 128 M. 188: Ensley v. Coolbaugh. 
Ito M. 299. 

Where state tax lands are deeded to one not the owner of the fee, and 
through an error in computation the State receives less than the price required 
bl' law. the deed is void. and does not vest the title of the State in the pur-
chaser.--Hoffman v. Silverthorn. 147 M. 60. . 

It is the duty of the purchaser to ascertain the amount of all unpaid taxes 
(subject to payment as a condition of purchase) at the time of his application. 
nnd it is not sufficient compliance for him to forward to Auditor General with 
his application a "ross amollnt sufficient to cover taxes that may be unpaid and 
leave it to that ollicial to determine that all taxes due as a condition of purchase 
are included.-Hall v. Mann. 122 M. IS. In this case the purchaser claimed that 
his deed should be held valid on payment of a tax which was omitted. payment 
for which was not retained by the Auditor General, but which his remIttance was 
sufficient In amount to cover. 

Where the state deeds to a purchaser for unpaid taxes and at the time of 
sale the state holds no liens for prior years for delinquent taxes. it cannot. 
nfter such sale, set aside prior sales. refund the amount paid and assert the 

. demand against such subsequent purchaser. In such case if a sale is set aside 
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and a refund made the premiBea are discharged from the lien for those years.
Auditor General Y. Clilford et al., ua M. 626. 

Mandamua will not lie to compel the Auditor General to cancel a sale for 
unpaid tax .. unl_ the aaaesoment is void or the sale unauthorized.-Kennedy 
Y. Auditor General, 114 M. 5a4. 

A ule under. regular decree cannot be vitiated because the purchaser is also 
required to pay the tax.. apparently due the State under previous sale.
Monroe Y. Winegar et al.. 128 M. 'OU. 

A Air of land by tbe State being valid as between the parties thereto, it. 
re~lanty .... nnot be questioned by a trespasser.-Allen v. Cowley, 128 M. 530. 

One who entered jnto possession of land as purchaser under a land rontract. 
8ft"Urn an ~uitable title to the lands, the vendor holding the legal title in trust 
coupled wltb an Intereel by way of security, and such vendee cannot, as pur
ch8Jler of a tax title, aequire an interest adverse to the vendor in the contract.-
SImon y. Rood rt al .. 120 M. IU. . 

It i. Inequitable for a busband to acquire title to the wife's land by obtaining 
tax title upon it, and aueh title is void as against the wife, and under circum
alancee may be void against the grantees and mortgagees of tbe wife.-Simon v. 
llood rt aI., n. M. 145. 

Application made througb a clerk in Auditor General's Department not in con· 
flIct wilb Section 400 C. L .. making it unlawful for a clerk to purcbase directly 
or Indirrdly.-¥oungs v. Povey, n7 M. 297. 

Whenever any penon owning one or more government subdivisions of lands 
Included In the 8geMme-nt with other government subdh'isions shall make or 
cause to be made affidavit aetting forth that said person owns said subdivision • 
.. le., and tbat alllant 10 desirous of paying all the taxes assessed against said 
land. upon trnder by lucb penon to the Auditor General of the proportionate 
amount f.JI the taxes, Interest and charges against said description. it shall be the 
(Iuty 01 the Auditor General to issue to Buch person a deed of the description 
""""ribed In ouch allldavit.-4J98 C. L. '15. All purchases under the toregoing 
,,",visjon mud be made upon application to the Auditor General. 

When landa oubject to 8ale are applied for and payment tendered, Auditor 
(ie-neoral hUll no di!9Cretionary power to retain them from market for the 8('· 
('OmmodnUon of partif-s who had made application previously but were nut 
r .. ady to par the money.-See People v. Prilehard, 17 M. 838. 341. PerlIDn appl),
inlf to purchaAe and po)"jng insufficient amount h8s no right to rely upon the 
verbal UMur8n<"e o( a clerk witb whom he transacted the business that his 
"ayment would ",""ure bim the lando if on notice he sbould pay the balance. 
When two perlODI ar .. contendinll' for priority as applicanta tor the purcha.e 0' public lando, one ba8 no right to object that the payment made by the 
olher w ... in a drart, it baving been received as money and it not appearinll' 
that It waa of I.... value than currency.-See People v. Com. State Land 
Oilier, It M. 470. Where purchaser has accepted tender of purchase money 
And arterwarda reolfe,. it. mandamus will not lie to compel the issuance of 
tax deed, If in tbe interim the iand has been conveyed to other parties.
Aitcheoon Y. Huebner, .0 M. 884. 

Failure of the Auditor Genrral to llgurr inlert'st properly held not to invalidate 
a tax .. Ie to tbe owner of the originai tltle.-Clippinger v. Auditor General, 185 
M 1: but deed II YOid if laued to person not the owner of tbe fee.-Holfman 
v. SlIvrrtborn, 117 M. 80. 

Court ma, at any timr before enrollment of decree by default entertain the 
petition of ownrr of any land in Auditor General's petition to alter or. vacate 
."Id deerre, notwltbstandinr. the purchase from the State by third party.
Denedlct Y. Auditor Genera, 104 M. t6'. A party attacking a judicial oale as 
invalid anrr the rights of a tblrd party have accrued, must do 80 by 80me 
original procredlne In wblcb an issue can be formed and tried in a lI'enerai . 
.. ay.-Crnwford Y. Tullrr, 15 M. 57. Period of limitation against an action de
(lendl upon tbe act In force at the time cause of action accrued.-McKenzie v. 
A. P. Cook Co., 11. M. 45'. 

An ... i"nee in bankruptcy wbo claims 811 a part 01 tbe bankrupt estate lands 
mnveyed by the bankrupt prior to the commencement of the bankruptcy pro
t'Hdlnp d.- not Ottupy a fiduciary rrlation to mch "rantee wblch makes 
it Inequitablr for him to claim the land 88 beionglng to the estate or to pur
"Moe tax tillN t""reon I!'f'anted on oal"" for delinquent taxes 8S8essed after 
lut'h ... Icnm .. n!, mcb t'laims not rrlieYine the lI'f'antee from the duty of paying 
... Id tax ... -NrwaylfO MIll'. Co. Y. St .... en., 7. M. 898. A tax deed based upon 
distinct tax .. 0' dllferrnt yra,. II valid if anyone 0' the salea was valid 
"hetber the otbe .. wrre or noL-Bunt v. Chapin, 41 M. 24. Sre al80, Peninsular 
Say. Bank Y. Ward. 118 M. 01. 

In Smith Y. Auditor General, Mieb. Mandamul Cac ... 1030. relator bad applied 
to PUnoM ... b, mail, "nc""'lnll' an insulllclt'nt amount. Being advised of the 
.hortall'<!, he remitted the balan.... but In the mrantlme another applicant had 
paid lbe full amoont and ~Ived deed. Relator petitioned for mandamus to 
compel _ndent to I .. ue df'ed to 101m. Order to sbow eau"" denied. In Widner 
Y. Ra,burn, Co. T .... aaurer, Mich. Mandamul Ca8e8 !GU. the facta were similar 
to the fo .... ..,lnlJ """"Pt that relator bad made no tender nor payment before 
olher partl.. h .. d tendered payment. Order to abow caUSe was i .. "ed but 
prtition .... withdrawn at tbe hearine. 

In 0IIIr00d Y. Cireuit Jud,.." Mich. Mandamus C_ 170. re1ato .. h",1 made 
Ippl"'ation and paymrnt for ... rtain lando, aDd in proceediogs instill.ted by 
mo ..... ,..., to art •• Ide d~ of Ale relato.. IIled petition to Internlle and 
II'8Ye notJ<'e that their prtition would be brought on for hranog on Ihe day 
Ii.ed in an order made requirinll' tbe Auditor Genrral to sbow cause why th .. 
petition 0' the morlpjrre shouid not be granted: but counsel for relato,. 
failftl to appear in court on that day until after the court had made an order 
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Sale no bar 
to subsequent 
taxes. 

GENERAL TAX LAW 

denying relators' leave to intenrene. Mandamus to compel respondent to set 
aside this order denied. 

The owner of lands which have been sold by the State for taxes cannot be 
heard to complain that the A uditor General accepted the personal check of the 
purchaser in payment of the lands.-Hubbard v. Auditor General. 120 M. 505. 

Provision of this sectio[lo not applicable to purchase at annual tax sale.-Berkey 
... Burchard. "i19 M .. 105. 

The business at dealing in tax titles is lawful and is recognized and encouraged 
by tax laws.-Aitch~son v. Huebner. 90 M. 63'. Officers and clerks in Auditor 
General's Department and State Land Office prohibited from purchasing.--49O-1 
C. L. '15. Further as to who may not acquire title by purchase. see Sec. 72. 

If officer issue an imperfect deed he may be compelled by mandamus to issue 
Ii good and completed one.-Am. and Eng. Ency. of Laws. Vol. 25. p. 677. 

A tax deed issued by the Auditor General and not supported by a valid sale 
and decree is void.-Citizens Savings Bank v. Auditor General. 123 M. 511. 

The grantee of a life estate cannot by the purchase of tax deeds acquire title 
adverse to the "remainder-man.-Jeffers v. Sydnam. 129 _M. 440. . 

Until the purchaser at a tax sale obtains a deed. no title passes to him. He 
cannot maintain an action to Quiet his tax title or set it up as a defense against 
the original owner .-Doardman v. Boozewinkel. 121 M. 320. 

Purchase by owner is in eD'ect a payment or redemption of the land from 
taxes.-HoD'man v. Auditor General. 136 M. 689; Clippinger v. Auditor General. 
135 M. I. 

A purchaseF' may gain· possession by application for a writ of assistance. and 
he need not necessarily resort to an action at law.-Beck v. Finn, 122 M. 21. 

Taxes are not pai(r and the lien thereof continues. though a check therefor 
is given. till presentation and payment of the check where persons apply to 
purchase State tax lands without paying the subsequent taxes thereon, one there
after paying such tax .... and making application to purchase has the right there
to.-Moore v. Auditor General. 122 M. 599: 

The general rule that one tenant in common cannot acquire an outstanding 
title adverse to his ctl-tenant, and tluit the purchnse of such title inures to the 
benetit of all the co·tenants upon equitable distribution being made. is subject 
to an exception where the co-tenants h~ve acquired their respective titles by 
different instruments and at different times and no relationship of trust or 
confidence .exists between them, and where the outstanding title has not been 
created nor sUD'ered' to arise through the default. of th .. purchasing co-tenants.
Uoynton v. ·Veldman. 131 M. 555. . . . . 

No possessory rights to land are acquired by a purchaser at a tax sale n.otil 
a deed issues and any agreement defendant made directly after his purchase could 
not bind co·tenants.-Dahlem v. Abbott et al .• 146 M. 605. 

A tenant in common did not acquire the title of his co'tenants by purchasing. 
at a tax sale for village taxes. the purchase operating merely as 1\ payment of 
taxes.-5leight v. Roe. 125 M. 5B5. _ 

Blackwood· v. VanVliet. 30 M. 118. held .. tbat owner cannot acquire title; nor 
can one holding contract.-Curran v. Banks. \23 M. 594. . 

Mortgagee's purchase amounts to a redemption.-Porter v. Corbin. 124 M. 261. 
Where a man mortgaged two· pieces of land. one of which he afterwards deeded 

to his wife. and both pieces were sold for taxes levied subsequent to the mort
gage. and bought by the mortgagor in tile name of his wife. the wife would not 
be permitted to set up the tax title thus acquired to defeat the mortgage. since 
such purchase amounts merely to ·.a payment of the tax.-Charnberlain v. Forbes. 
126 M. 86. . 

Title does not pass to the purchaser at a tax sale until he obtains a deed. 
Absolute title by sale.-see under Sec. 72.-5herman v. Fisher. 1S8 M. 391. 

Titles purchased on behalf of the owner !,If the original title wbether valid 
OJ' invalid, are merged in' the original title and not subject to cancelation.
Clippinger v. Auditor General. 185 M. 1. 

A party cannot acquire title to land by purchase for a tax atlll part of wliich 
it "'US hi. dutll to pall.-Horton v. Sanders. IS M. 409. 

It is the duty of the Auditor General to refuse to sell. either to the owner or 
a speculator. state tax lands. without requiring the purchaser to PaY the full 
amount of all taxes shown to be delinquent by the records of the Auditor 
General's office. at ·the· time of the purchase.~Haney v. Miller. 15. M. 337. 

That an application to purchase state tax lands was received at the Auditor 
General's office, during the progress of a 'tax sale at the county treasurer's office. 
does not avoid the sale, which was consummated by the Auditor General after 
the coneIusion of the public sale and the report thereof by the county treasurer. 
showing that no individual had purchased the land.-McDonald v. Miller. 162 
M. BI. .. . 

The Auditor General has no authority to issue tax deeds rovering premises 
that have been taken by 'eminent domain proceedings for the purpose of a public 
street. after the assessment of the tax but before the purchase from the State.
Graham v. City of Detroit. :I H M. 588. 

See Sees. 72. 115. 139. 140:-2. 

SEC. 85. (4083) Neither the sale of State tax lands, nor 
the sale of any of the bids of the State for which the time of 
redemption has not expired, shall in anywise prejudice the. 
right to enforce the collection of any tax subsequent to the 
year or years for which the same has been sold as aforesaid, 
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and for the taxes and charges remaining unpaid for said sub
Mt'qut'nt yt'ar or years the Auditor General shall cause such 
lands to be offered in regular succession at the next ensuing 
annual Males for taxes, giving notice as required by law, unless 
IJre\'iously redeemed or otherwise discharged, 

Hlotory :-C. L. '87, 1108. 
See Sec. 118. 

SEC. 86. ( 4084 ) I n all cases where it shall become neces- Adverse 
flary, in the prost>cution of an action of ejectment by any per- claim. 

"On holding an ad\'erse claim to any lands hereafter bid ·in for 
the State as provided in this act, the Auditor General may be 
dt>ft'ndant, and in all cases in the prosecution or defense of 
an action of Pjectmpnt or trpspass by any person holding or 
('Iaiming land undpr any deed or dpeds or other conveyance 
(If land bid off or purchaspd for delinquent or unpaid .. taxes, 
the party redaiming undpr and by virtue of such purchase for 
unpaid taxl'S may show his title to said land and premises, 
wht'thpr the Mame was derived under one or more purchases or 
"ail's for taxl'S or otherwblP, and may give in evidence any 
and all dpl'ds of conveyance or other legal evidpnce of such 
purchaMe lUI aforeMaid, which he may have received on sales for 
taxPM, and may daim title under any or all of them: Pro
"ided; In no case shall the State or county be required to re
fupd any taxes or money by reason of defpct in said taxes or 
lIales, prior to the particular tax or depd which may be de-
('rt>ed \'alid, 

Hlotory:-C. L. '87, 1t08. 
A~tlon 01 ejectment.-18188n-llJIUOn,. 18228n C. L. 'H. -The statute places no 

limitation 00 Bctlona 01 ejectment.~H8rrlson v. Spencer, 90 M.· ~86. One who paid 
'or and procured .. tax deed and caused It to be recorded is properly subject to 
"n Bctlon 0' ejectment.-Tillotoon v. Webber, 86 M. 144. 

Qllletln" tltle.-12102n C. L. 'H; I4U5r C. ·L. 'J5. The State Is bound by statutes 
C.r limitation Bnd can Iflve no title b, seiling "Iter lwenty years an old tax 
bid 'or premloea that have meanwhile been held adveraely lonlf enough to bar 
ejectment lrom them.-Chamberlaln v. Ahrens, ~~ M. 111. See also State v. 
F ... P. M. R. R. Co .. 88 M. 481. Purchaaera take not more than the deed gives 
th"m. Plalnllft' In ejeetment having established title to undivided one-third, 
JIIChrment In hi. 'avor 'or entire premlsea cannot be sustalned.-Reilly v. Blaoer, 
01 M. 80 •. 

A oln"le jurllfment In ejedment I. not n""""sBrll)' OnRI lor any purpose.
Ri~e Y. Auditor GenerRl, 10 M. 12. Ejectment 'or distinct parcels 0' land 
"'lIot be bron .. ht BII'alnot each .eparate holdlng.-Walsh v. Varney, 88 M. 78. 
The hohler 0' a tn title whoae _'upancy con.lsts In making Improve menta 
and not in actual re.lden("e. can brln. ejectment against one who has forcibly 
.. "Iered wlthoul right and by .tealth.-Van Auken v. Monroe, IS M. 725. In 
~J~tm.nt to oblaln poas ..... lon 0' land held under land contract the vendee i. 
eslopped 'rom .howlng tit Ie which had accrued through hi.· 'ault or neglect.-
Ilubbard v. Shepard. 117 M. 25. . 

a~ ~:·ej:'~en~~~n~. tr.m~. ~~:;:.e d!~I"". eo~~:~ut:: ~. PIWec\I~I~fe;:e d!~d al~ 
II queollon 0' 'Bd.-Urmlll v. Moft'at, 45 M. 410. Summary proceedings to re
('Onr _ .... Ion 01 lanrt. will not lie all'alnst holder of a tax title antedating 
a mortlla.... under 'or~I08l1re 0' which complainant claims. The. holder 01 

~'!~'n t~~leM~~rn,'~":I~. I!o~' ~~:::~:::~I~~ ~~~~~ r!~y a:,dD::'v~~:"~ra,.j~e~,o: 
In .... lIon 0' ejectment It I. not error to admit In evidence a tax deed with-

0111 ani provln. the rP~larity 01 the proceedlnl!8 'or the assessment 0' the 
Inea.-Duboll v. Campau, U M. 880. Where proceedlnl!8 to foreclose a tax 
lI .. n are r"!rular, the rtecree I. conciuslv.. upon owner who 10 brouII'ht In by 
publication, and neither he or hlo "rantee can question the validity 0' the 
I.x In an action 0' ejectment brought agalnot the II'rantee in the deed Issued 
upon a oale mad. unrler .ald decree.-Cole v. Shelp, t8 M. ~6. 

TBX .Ieed ... nnot .... IIttacked ""lIaterally on the ground that no certiOed 
rop)' 0' d...,ree w... .tta~hed to the Tax Record. Failure to 80 attach I. not 
lin Irre~IBrlt)' whkh plejudlcea property rlghts.-A contention that the extension 0' u", tax eo opposite the land. 0' de'endant waa made arter decree was signed 
.. annot be ralaed In ejedment.-<Jatea Y. Johnson, 121 M. 688. Tax deed caimot 

Ejectment. 

Evidence. 

Proviso. 
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I:>e attacked in a collateral proceeding on ·the ground that decree was void because 
when induded' in Auditor General's petition the land had been bid to the State 
and was thus held.-Peninsular Savings Bank v. Ward, 118 M. 93; Hoffman v. 
Pa~k, Woods & Co., 128 M. 74. The tax deed fair on its face cannot be attacked 
by parol in collateral proceedings.-Haven v. Owen, 121 M. 51. 

The validity of a tax record will be presumed in a collateral proceeding, and 
it is not competent for the land owner in such proceeding to attempt to impeach 
it by the parol testimony of its lawful custodian.-Wilkin v. Keith, 121 M. 66. 

Defendant in ejectment who fails to connect himself with the original title, 
etc., cannot question the title of the plaintiff under tax deeds.--Jennings v. 
Dockham, 99 M. 258. 

The fact that right of way of railroad was included in assessment does not 
invalidate decree and sale.-Flint Land Company, Lt'd. v. Godkin et al., 136 
~~L . . 

Every sale of lalld under our tax system is a sale of the complete title and, 
if legal, all prior titles are cut all' by it.-Sinclair v. Learned, 51 M. 385; West
brook v. Miller, 0. M. 129. A tax title if valid destroys and cuts off all liens 
and incumbrances previously existing against the land, even homestead and 
dower rigbts.-A finding in an ejectment suit brought by one claiming under 
tax title that the lands were sold to the State for subsequent delinquent taxes 
and that a third person became the purchaser of the rights of the State therein, 
is a finding of an outst&nding title in such third person prima facie valid and 
free from all prior liens.-Robbins v. Barron, 82 M. 86. 

Former owner cannot defeat a tax title by showing an action of ejectment that 
he attempted to make payment. His remedy is Sec. 70 or Sec. 98.-Kneeland v. 
Wood, 117 M. 174. . 

When tax deeds are introduced the presumption is that the proceedings prior 
to issuing the tax deeds are regular, and the burden is on the plaintiff to show 
a fatal irregularity if any existed.-Anderson v. Besser, 131 M. 481 .. 

Where the rights of third parties have intervened in tax sales, these rights 
cannot be litigated except in s"me original proceeding in which such third peT
s(,ns may be made parties and have an opportunity to answer and defend.-Bend
ing·v. Auditor Gener .. I, 187 M. 500. 

The right of parties who have purchased timber cut from lands sold fOT taxes 
cannot be litigated in a proceeding by the original land-owner to set aside a 
tax sale and deeds issued thereon.-Cook· v. Hall et aI., 123 M. 378. 

Act 200, laws of 1891, contained no provision for refunding on a void sale, 
nnd the Auditor General has no power to make repayments except where author
ized by statute.-Crane v. Reeder, 25 M. 820; Rice v. Auditor General, 25 M. 
121; Ball v. Auditor General, 133 M. 521. 

A plaintill' in ejectment can only recm'er on the title alleged in the declaration, 
and not on an after acquired title.-Nowlen v. Hall, 128 M. 274. . . .. . 

Adverse ·possession cannot be acquired against estates.-Merritt v. Westerman, 
165 M. 585. 

Adverse posseMion may be evidenced in an ejectment case in other ways than 
by residing on the premises.-Id. 

Title by adverse possession is cut olf by the sale to the State of the land for 
laxes.-Closser v. Remley, 195 M. 813: ,. . • 

A mortgage and prior tax deeds are cut olf by the adverse possession of a 
subsequent tax title purchaser, who has been in possession of the land for the 
statutory period.-McVieker v. Kneeland, 196 M. '472. . 

ACCOUNTS AND SETTLEMENT THEREOF. 

SEC. 87. (4085) The aceounts between, the State, county 
and each township shall be adjusted on the basis of crediting 
and paying to each the taxes collected by and for each with 
the interest thereon. The Auditor General shall, on the first 
day of January, April, July and October in each year, make 
a statement of account between the State and each county re' 
spectively, and render the same to the county treasurer of 
each county, and draw his warrant 'on the State Treasurer, 
payable to such county treasurer, for all moneys in the State 
T~easury collected for the county, township, school, highway 
or any other purposes for such county or township or district 
thereof, and transmit such warrant to the county treasurer, 
and notice to the county clerk .thereof. At the same time the 
county treasurer shall pay to the State all moneys collected 
and due from their respective counties to the State, as shown 
by such account so rendered by the Auditor General to be 
due the State: Provided, That on January fifteenth, and each 
thirty days thereafter until the regular quarterly settlement 
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for the quarter ending March thirty-first shall have been made 
each year, the county treasurer shall pay to the State all 
moneys coming into his hands from the collection of said State 
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tax. The county treasurer of each county shall, on or before Aceounts 
the first day of February, May, August and November in each ~~,;;~:nand 
year make out a detailed statement of the account between townships. 
the county and the several townships or cities, which state-
ment shall show the different funds to which the several 
debits and credits belong, and render the same to the town-
IIhip· or city treasurer, and pay all moneys shown by said 
statement 80 rendered to the township or city to the proper 
receiving otficer of the township or city, and notify the town-
llhip or city clerk bf the items and total amount thereof; also 
a description of the land8 upon which such taxes were paid. 
The county clerk shall charge such amounts to the county Duties of 
trea8urer, and the township or city clerks shall charge such ~un~b.::d 
nmount to the township or city treasurers on the books of cl;::'. ' 
their respective offices: Provided, That in the county of Proviso. 
Kent the county treasurer shall not be required to make a 
detailed statement. 

1lI.lory:-Am. 18U. p. 297; Act 154. Ell'. Aug. Bo;-Am. 1897, p. 282, Act 224, 
1'11<1. t:lI'. May rD;-C. L. '97, SUIO;-Am. 1899. p. 128, Act 88, Imd. Ell'. May 25. 

When A1Iditor General pays rounty money to eounty treasurer the county 
l'llI~t be regftrcled 8a'81n8t 811 others than the treasurer 88 having received it. 
-ltulK"Ommun v. Midland Supervisors, 49 M. 454. Mandamus does not lie to 
rompel Ihe A IIdltor Ileneral to pay over to a county money which has been 
wilhheld from it III the periodical settlements under a mutual mistake of law. 
Where money haa r:one Into the State treasury as part of a general balance 
ri .. htfull,. re<'elved, and not as a aeparate and Independent item wrongfully 
r"~ivet1. mandsmu" will not lie to require Its repayment. nor can any suit be 
malnlalned fur It unl_ volllntarlly allowed within the authority of some 
pruper omcer. When a atate slles it Is limited In its recovery by any defenses 
that might be aet up by indIvidual plaIntiffs. A State cannot be sued in its 
own court. without its own conoent; nor can any suit that Is really against 
110 .. SIll Ie be malnlained against a State omcer. Executive discretion cannot be 
Judicially revIewed; and where the action of any omcer to whom the State 
"'I00dea the Budltlnlf of claim. allolnst It Is anythIng but minIsterial It cannot 
be revlewed.-Ambler Y. Audilor General, 88 M. 746. 

In rontroveroy between the Stnte and a connty growIng out of tax proceedIng. 
Ihe Siale, while repreAented by the Auditor General, i. the real party In Interest, 
Rnd In th .. legal position taken .peak. throu!l"h the Attorney General and the 
county .peau by the board of aupervisoro. There should be no effort to obtain 

~1~n~nl~·1..a~~~~~at~t b~ll'jn:p~l:rt~:er.?J~he!t j~~I~u:~ ,:~I~it~O\naW:,wb::~~es~ 
.. noe 10 the matters of difference between such parties. The proceedIng by 
"lQndamuo to whleh the partie. are coIDpelled to resort In such cases can only 
I ... lobn in Ihe court 01 last resort, to whIch the largest discretion Is gIven: 
lind Ihe court mllY In Ita dIscretion refuse the writ unleas the applicant consents 
In do eqully.-Auditor General v. SR!l"lnaw Co. Superviaors, 62 M. 579. See 
Ih,lnea v. Supervlao .. of Co. of SO!l"lnaw, 87 M. 287; DD M. 8l1. Counties not 
... Iopped by ..,ltI .. m .. nta from aaklng that llle"al chargea be stricken from aceount 
oo""ht to be enforced by mandamu •. -Auditor General v. Midland Supervisors, 
Nt M. III. In mBndamll1 p .. oeeedlnif to cOmpel county to collect and pay 
huh'otf'dnt"tlll to StRte, county connot let ott moneys previously paid to the Slide 
tn f'''(,,~ of amount 1f't:8I1y demandable. Where the petition In Iltch case states 
th ........ ",nt bel ween the Stote Bnd the counly from a Ipecifted date, the county 
','IIY "'IOleat 110 .... lIdily of any of Ihe Itema embraced wIthIn the aceount, 
"llIlOlIlIh • balan"" ohown to be due to the State at a luhsequent date was paid 
hy Ihe rounl,.-Co"uly (,Rnnot refu.e- 10 pay over State tal[ on the ground that 
IJpporlioliment to It Includ .. d territory detached and organized Into another 
('llUnly. Lut mn.t look to the new rounly tor relmbul'Rement. Pay of State 
lroopa In aid of civil .ulhnriti .... 876n C L '15 •• proper charge to the county, 
-Audilor (jeneral v. Boy ('0. Supeni""", 108 M. 662. 

('ount, tn'."u",r ("'annnt ",'ljM! payment to State treasurer of State taxes 
...,1Ire-led on ,round Ihat counly claima to haye money due It from the State, 
and he will nol be prolect... by B~tlon of board of .upervisor. dIrecting non
PR)·m~nl. COllntr. I .... Murer In ",,1I<'Ctlng State tax acts for the State, and 
I.N.,d fJf I"perv IOn haa no ...,ntrol over the money thul collected, and he 
("annul mingle the a,,",unt of Ihe State tax collected witb the aerount between 
the collnly and the Slate.-Auditor General Y. Tuscola Co. Treasurer, 71 M. 28. 
In petition 'ur mandamus to compel levy of tax to pay amount due State, 
r""poOlI .. nt claim. amount .Ilrsed 10-' be d_ county BI an offset. Held. In 
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nature of assumpsit and an irregular form of action against the State which 
cannot be m~intained.-Auditor General v. Grand Traverse Supervisors, 73 
M. 182. 

Held proper to charge counties interest upon taxes charged ·back to the .county; 
upon items erroneously credited to county and afterwards charged back; upon 
moneys paid for the use .of the county for the benefit of deaf, dumb or blind, 
nnd upon periodical balances_due from the county.-Auditor General v. Shiawassee 
Supervisors, 74 M. 536. Auditor General cannot open acconnt with township 
but only with county.-Mandamus will not lie to compel payment by Auditor 
General of redemption of township taxes when during the period covered the 
county has been indebted to the State.-Ottawa Supervisors v. Auditor General, 
69 M. I. -

County treasurer has no right to retain out of money admittedly due a city 
a sum equal to the delinquent personal taxes due the county for which he 
has issued his warrant to the· city treasurer to collect.-City of Muskegon v. 
Soderberg, 111M. 559. Mandamus will not lie to compel payment by county to 
township of monej'S claimed to be due for taxes received from Auditor General 
and others when the account between the county and township has not been 
stated· and no settlement has been made showing the state of account; but in 
such case assumpsit could be maintained by township to ascertain the amount 
due.-Township of Cumming v. Qgemaw Co., 93 M. 814'; see also, 100 M. 507. 
Failure of board of supervisors to have a deficiency occasioned by default of town
ship treasurer added. to the next year's tax does not affect the right of the 
county to charge the deficit to the township.-Oceana Co. v. Hart Township, 
48 M. 319. . _ 

A township liable to the county for rejected taxes is also liable for the inter
~.t, citing Auditor General v. Shiawassee County Board of Supervisors, 74 M. 
530.-Shiawessee County v. Township of Hazelton, 82 M. 440. 

County liable for interest on balances.-Auditor General v. -Ottawa Supervisors, 
76 M. 295. Township, school district and road district taxes should be ac
counted for by the county to which the returns were made, and with the respec
tive townships and districts for which they were levied.-Clare Co. v. Auditor 
General, 41 M. 182. . 

Where taxes J,ave been rejected by the Auditor General the State is entitled 
to have the deficiency from such r~jected taxes paid over at the next quarterly 
settlement the amount of .State tax with interest and expenses.-Auditor General 
v. Bolt, 124 M. 185; Auditor General v. Monroe Co. Treas., 167 M. 453. 

In mandamus proceedings to require an adjustment between the State and 
county upon the basis of a decree granted on the petition for the sale of tax 
lands: Held, that the court had jurisdiction of the subject matter and the 
decree entered concludes all parties to the proceeding.-Warren, County Treas. 
urer v. Auditor General, 181 M. 263. 

See Sec. 42. 
Application to compel respondent to correct statement of account and pay 

over certain moneys. 
Taxes were charged by the Auditor General to Sanilac county, and the board 

of supervisors of that county ordered the same to be reassessed upon the town
ship of Marlette. The town declined to make the reassessment, and in the 
statement rendered bE that county the amount stands charged against the town
ship. Application denied November 19, 1891. McGrath's Mandamus Cases, p. 
138S.-Marlette Township v. Smith, Co~ Treas. 

SEC. 88. (4086) The Auditor General shall, on the first 
Monday in each month, transmit to the treasurer of each 
eounty a list of the lands .therein upon which the. taxes have. 
been paid to the State Treasurer, ~nd also a list of all lands 
bid in to the State which have been sold during the preceding 
month, and upon receiving sueh lists the county treasurer 
shall make the propel' entries showing such payment or sale. 
Where a sale has been made by the Auditor General the coun
ty treasurer shall note the fad upon the tax record, 

History:-<!. L. '97, 8911. 
See Sec. 84. ..,-------1 

SEC. 89. (4087) To all taxes unpaid on the first day of 
March next after their assessment there shall be added in
terest at the rate of three-fourths of one pel' cent per month 
01' fraction thereof, and to all taxes returned to the county 

'treasurer there shall also be added a collection fee of foul' pel' 
cent.- .Such interest and collection fee shall be collected with 
such taxes and the interest and taxes to be paid to the State, 
('ounty and tuwnship, in' proportion to their several rights 
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therein. The collection fee Ilaid to the county treasurer shall Part of public 
b('long to the general fund of the county, and that paid to the funds. 

Auditor Ut'neral shall belong to the general fund of the State. 
Xo other ('harges shall be added to any taxes voluntarily paid 
eitht'r to the township treasurer, the county treasurer or the 
~tate Trl'aMurl'r, t'x('ept the I'xpenst' after it accrues under Accrued 
M(·("tion fifty-nine of this act. expense, 

HI.tory:~. L. "7, IDI!;-Am. 1899, p. 482, Act 262, Elf. Sept. 23;-Am. 1921, 
p. nt, Act UI, Elf. AUjf. 18. 

Coliectipn ,.,., paid to ""unly treasurer on sales or redemplions belongs to 
(V,mtr.-Auditor General Y. Bar Supervisors. 106 M. 86!. 

This IleCtion doea not apply to taxes (or years where sales are canceled
S .... IOII .. Y. Auditor General, 111M. 676. 

~Y.t·, 90. (.tOSS) All compensation of officers in the assess- "ompensa

nll'lIt alld colll'cHolI of taxes in townships and in the return ~~~e~!. 
IIf dI'IiIJ(IU('lIt taxes to the county treasurer, except fees col-
h-dl'd hy towlIMhip treasurers on their tax rolls, shall be paid 
hy thl' townllhip. All compl'nsation of county officers and ex-
1"'IIMe ill("urred hy them under the provisions of this act shall 
lit, paid hy the cou.nty. and the compensation of all State offi-
('('rM and I'XI"'nMell by thl'm incurrl'd 01' paid, shall be paid by 
thl' ~tatl', EXJll'lIMeH made hy the State officers shall be 
lllldih'd lIy tht' Auditor General and paid out of the general 
flllld. 
HI.lory:~. L. '17, 1911, 
A. to oompensalion of county oftlcer whose annu81 salary has been ftxed by 

I_.ard 0' oupuvioono oee People v. Board ot Auditors, 18 M. 238; Sletson v. 
!o'up.-,vi.cn. uf Calhoun Co .• 86 M. 10. Board of supervisors may include in 
romPf'n.aUon or ('(mot)· tres.urer amount received for otftce charlfes on payment. 
-MunJrer Y. Clerk ot Board 01 Supervi""rs, 8S M. 807. Collection tee may be 
nla,l" part 0' romp"DSalion ot ""unly treasurer by board of supervlsors.-People 
Y. Hel...,I, no M. 78. 

Th. lax law pr_rlbes the major pari 0' ""unly lreasurer's dulies and every 
('hllnp in or amendment to that law does not create an implied obligation to 
I'ay <'Xlrs rompen ... lion 'or the new dulies thereby Imposed.-BaekllB v. Counly 
TrelUlurer. DD M. 118. Compensalion ot <"<",nly treasurer.-286U C. L. '15; ot 
pr ....... uli". 8Itorney.-UII C. L. '15, see also 2514 C. L. '15; of ""unly clerk.
un C. L. '15. 

See Sec. 110, 

~.:(', 91. (4089) All ]Oll81'S that may be sustained by the Losses by 

(It'fault of any- tll\\,IIMhip ofth-er in the dillcharge of any duty ~r'~UI~g~n of 
imJloIIl'd by- fhill act. Mhall he ('hargeable to lIuch township. d.!':'y:a 
All ]()MHt'fll by dt'fault of allY ('OIl11ty offict'r IIhall bt' chargeable 
ttl IHII'Il ('uunty. alld all IIlMMell hy dt'fault IIf "any State officer 
IIhllll hi' l'har~('ahlt' to tht' ~ta1e. 

1II.lory :~. L. '07, lUI" 
A-.ro will rem"ml ... r Ihat any 'allure to per'orm the dulles Imposed upon 

tl •• m by III. lax law "'iII not be bor"" by the Slate but evenlually, It not 1m
", .. dlat.ly, the I ..... fall. "pon their own township, 

Uneo nt'.n on' •• ioni" ... mud. Iv .... the return of land erroneously described. 
and In lar..., part Ihi. upense would be avoided by Ihe rejeclion ot such de
,,'rlplio"" by <"OUnly IreBAu",,,, when Ihey receive and compare the township 
trIP"'u",,' ...... tum ... pro,"idftl in See. 55. 

Board ot .upemoono ha. no aulhorlly by r....,lullon or otherwise to relieve 
the rounty Irea'lII",r or hi. bond.men trom liability under the law,-{)p. Ally. 
(;,,"1. .• eos. p. III. 

Expen ... I ...... rn-d by th. Siale In attempting to rollect tax ... which, for some 
error or • ("OURt, or towllJIhip o"'~r. cllnnot be collected. the eounty 18 Hable 
tn the Slate 'or tI ... expen_ and tor InlerHt on lhe rejected laxes.-Auditor 
(;" .... r.1 •. Boll, Ita M. U~. 

~11!4CY.LLASy'0l.:8 PRO\'ISIOSS. 

~.:r. 9=!, (l090) The ('ommiMlliolll'r of the State Land Pari paid' 
Oftkt' IIhIlH, during thl' l1\uuth of lIardl ill ea<'ii yea I', fur'lIiMh Ilute lands, 
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to the several county treasurers a list of all part paid State 
lands, and also of all licensed homestead lands that have been 
licensed for a term of five years and over, and upon which 
.patents have not been issued, together wit)l the date of each 
license and the nam~ of the licensee, in their counties re
spectively, and such treasurers shall,on or before the tenth 
day of April next thereafter, cause to be delivered to the 
supervisor of each township affected thereby an accurate de
scription of all such lands in his township, with the names of 
the persons holding the same. 

History:--C. L. '97, sins. . 
Commissioner to furnish county treasurers eacb year in time for assessment 

lists of swamp lands patented as provided in 7S4 C. L. '15; and such lands 
shall be subject to assessment and taxation as other assessable and taxable 
lands.-735 C. L. 'IS. County treasurer to furnish lists to supervisors. 

See also 569 C. L. 'IS. . 

SEC. 93. (4091) Every county treasnrer shall, before en
tering upon the duties of .his office, execute to the Auditor 
General a bond, in such sum as the said Auditor General shall 
direct with three or more sureties, to be approved by the 
prosecuting attorney, judge of probate, and the county clerk 
of the proper county, or any ~wo of them and the Auditor 
General, conditioned that such treasurer, his deputy, and all 
persons employed in his office, shall render a just and true 
account of all moneys received by him or them belonging to 
the State, and that he or they shall faithfully and promptly 
pay to the State Treasurer all such moneys received as afore
said according to law, which bond shall be filed in the office 
of the Auditor General. Whenever the Auditor General shall 
deem proper he may require of the county treasurer a new 
bond with surety or sureties to be approved as aforesaid, and 
for such sum as he may deem necessary, and if the county 
treasurer from whom a new bond shall be so required shall not 
execute such a bond within ten days after he shall have re
ceived notice of such requirement, such failure may be deemed 
sufficient cause for the removal from office of such treasurer. 

I-listory:--C. L. '97, 8916. 
Deputy county treasurer.-2368 C. L. '15. Fraud or embezzlement in office 

of county treasurer.-15808-10. 15378-80 C. L. 'IS. Sureties to justify.-195-7 
C. L. 'IS. Sureties disqualified from approving bond.-Stevenson v. Bay City, 
26 M .... 

Delivery of bond to Auditor General is in Iowa part of Its execution.-Endorse
ment of Deputy Auditor General has same force and validity as if signed by 
Auditor \Jeneral himself and shows approval and acceptance by Auditor General. 
An obligation having been incurred under bond that had not been properly 
aPl?roved, but otherwise in compliance with requirements of the statute, neither 
the county treasurer nor his sureties can be heard to insist upon such approval 
for the purpose of defeating their liability.-People v. Johr, 22 M. 461. 

See Sec. 94. . 
County treasurer's bond is cumulative security to the State for the proper 

performance of such duties to the State as are imposed upon him by the general 
tax law.-Attorl)ey General v. Supervisors of St. Clair Co., 80 M. 388. County 
treasurers are responsible as debtors and not as bailees merely for the county 
funds to come into their hands and their liability is absolute and not afi'ected 
by unavoidable loss or accident.-Perley v. Co. of Muskegon, 82 M. 182. 

Where a bond is given to a public officer under statutory requirements the 
official obligee is invested with a legal interest, and is' the proper plaintifi' in 
a suit to enforce its provisions and penalties. . Public officers have capacity to 
sue commensurate with their public trusts and duties and need no statutory 
authori."tion.-Berrien Co. Treasurer v. Bunbury, 45 M. 79. ' 

The mere fact that some county records had been lost and vouchers destroyed, 
after settlements had been made with the county treasurer, does not prevent 
)'ecovery on the treasurer's bond, where there is evidence showing errors in 
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II~ IIf'ttlelll~nt. The trrmmrer and hi~ huncismen ('annot defend upon the ground 
lhot he renoiverl tuwlll'ihip onl('rR and due bills from his prec1e(~es-'«)r. where 
lit' f"nterfd them o. ('aNh upon his books.-Montmo .. entoy Cu. v. \\tUtse, 125 M. 47. 
, REPEALED BY ACT 263 01' ID21, 

~Y.I', !I-t, (-ton:!) In (,31ole the Iola,id county treasurer shall !:,,~~~~~en!r_ 
l'I'(UI4I' III' IJI'/dl'et, to l'xeeute and tile any such bond at the sons to cgn
IiIllI anti in the mannl'I' afol'clolaid, the Auditor Gcncral shall d~ct sales. 
l'm"I!))', in bchalf of the State. some other person to conduct wen, 
the lIalcs IIf land!! cIelinqu('nt for taxes, and to receive pay-
m('nt therefllr, under hiM dil'('ction, upon such person exe- Bond. 
I'uting and filing with the said Auditor General, a similar 
hond with "nrt'til'" as above mentioned, to be by him ap-
1,,'0\-(·11, ('onditioll('d for the faithful alld prompt payment to Conditions. 
the Htate Tl'eslmrer of all moneys which may come into his 
hunds as the pro(,f'eds of such sales or otherwise, and a rea- Compensa
,,!)nable ('!)mpelJl'lation for the services of such person shall be tion. 
allowed and paid out of said proceeds, 

"'.tory:-C. I .. '07, BPI 7. 
Wlt.n bond i. not properly npprove,l It I. the duty of the Auditor Geneml 

I" r.fUHe It and to dedine to allow the county treaourer to make the tax sale.
I'fflplr v. Johr. 2Z M. 461. 

REPEALED BY ACT 261 OF 1921. 

~E(" 9;j, (4093) If the Auditor General shall discover be- Authority to 
fure the Male of any landM, aM aforesaid. that for any reason f..~~I~I~e, 
t/wy Mhould not be Mold. he IIhall canse the same to be with-
held from Male: and if the ('1'1'01' originated with the township Taxes 
!)r ('minty officers the amonnt of Mnch taxes shall be charg('d ~~~~~~d alld 
IIgninMt the ('onnty from which the Mame was returned; if townships. 
IIneh ('rror was made hy a townMhip officer the amount there- when, 
(If Mhall he eharged by the county treasurer to the township 
in whi('h such prror occurred, If there has been a change Chanjle !" 
in the boundaries of any county or town in which the lands boundaries. 
are sitnated after the return of such taxes, such rejected 
taxes shall be charged to the county to which the lands be-
long 'at the time of such rejection, 

lIIoto,y:-C. L, '97, BUIH. ' 
Th. rollnly I. r ... pon_lble to the State for the relrlliarity of the taxes returner1, 

Rnrt In <,a.., Rny tax I. fOllnd In be IIICjfal and ..,t aside by the proper Strde 
Ruthorlly In the manner polnled Ollt by law It i_ char" .. d back tn the cOllnl1' 
Rnd Ih. ('OlInty I. bound to make It good.-Auditor General v. Supervisors Monroe 

COs·o ·!I~iR~" ". brtwf'en Stnh!' and rounty or ht-tween county and townRhin. 
" lown_hlp liable to Ihe rounty for to • .,. rejl't'ted by the Auditor Gen .. ral I. 
nl ... liable for the Int"rpot ICIlnlly charg .. able to the county on such taxes.
~'Boon y, Halellon Town.hlp, 82 M. 440. 

('nallthorlled ch8f1flnlr back hy cl.rk In Auditor (leneral's department held 
lIot to be an abandonm .. nt of the p"tltion for 8ale or of Ihe rlldlt to a rehearln". 
-Auditor neneral Y. Kanaar, 116 M. 802. Auditor G .. neral .hall not canc .. 1 
In.... _ed on railroad land. pat .. nl .. d to Innd grant railroad companies 
,.n • ..,. .. uoon rJerrf'e of .npreme court .• 1Me C L 'II. 

I nlrr .... 1 h.ld proprr llpon tales char .... d back: upon It .. mo erroneou.ly credit.rl 
Rnrt .rtrrwonl. char .. l'd bRck: IIpon moneys palrt for beneftt of D. & D.: upon 
AIIIlllal balnncr •. -And mny be compoundl'd. AlBo Shlawassee v. Township, 82 
M. 440, holdinll tbat town.hlp must pay rounly.-Auditor General v. Shillwassee, 
'6 M. J!ft. 

Thfo Stale 10 not authorl ... d to charlf" bRck to the collnty becRuse of In
,hrn..tion 10 .... ,,,turned d .. llnqu .. nt IIntil Ihry have been rejl't'ted or held Invalid 
b,' oom" t'<lmprt"nt authority: but wh"re Auditor (len .. r,,1 haa authority to reject 
U .... m and do ... 00 for adequale CHU .... the fact Ihat he did not wait tor a decree 
would not be Importanl.-Audltor Gen .. ral v. SlIpervison of Monroe Co .. 86 M. 
71, When rumpt land. have been tUM Auditor General may reil't't taxes on 
hi. own motion. and may be compelled to do 00 by mandamus.-People ex reI. 
1hroop v. Audito, (leneral. 0 M. 186. The aetlon ot the Audito, General In 
cbarlling back to 8 county certain tases In tbe aettlement with the county ~Ing 
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the exercise 0' an official discretion belonging to an execntive department of the 
State government is not subject to judicial review and cannot therefore be 
'examined upon certiorari.-Supervisors of Midland Co. v. Auditor General. 27 
M. 165. Taxes rejected by adjudication of court for want of lawful equalization 
may be charged back and reassessed as well as those rejected by the Auditor 
General.-Auditor General v. Gurney. 109 M. 472. 

Assessment of property as certain lots in "Newells E. and C. plat·· held not 
void for indefinite description as the abbreviation was well known and the prop· 

"erty could be definitely located on the plat.-Auditor General v. Fleming, 142 
M.12. ' 

Provision contemplates rejection and annuling of the taxes. leaving them 
no longer in existence for any purpose. No taxes can be charged back without 
putting an end to them.-People ex reI. Throop v. Auditor General, 9 M. 134. 
But see Sec. D6 fer provision for reassessing. . 

Auditor 'General properly rejected taxes which were not lawfully imposed.
Chippewa Supervisors v. Auditor General, 65 M. 408. 

Where taxes have been .ejected by the Auditor General the State is entitled 
to have deficiency from such rejected taxes paid over at the next quarterly 
settlement the amount of State tax with interest and expenses.-Auditor General 
v. Bolt, 124 M. 185 . 

. See Secs. 78, 98. 

SEC. 96. ( 4094) The Auditor General shall prepare and 
forward to the county treasurer a statement of such rejected 
taxes, and a description of the lands upon which the same 
were assessed; and such county treasurer shall lay the same 
before the boar.d of supervisors at their next session there
after, and if such taxes shall have been rejected or charged 
back by the Auditor General, except for the reason that such 
land was not subject to taxation at the time of assessment for 
such taxes, or that the taxes thereon had been paid, or that 
there had been a double assessment thereof, the. board of 
~mpervisors shall cause the same to be reassessed upon the 
same land, and collected with the taxes of the then current 
year, and in the same manner. If such taxes cannot be 
properly reassessed upon the same lands, the board of super
visors shall cause the same to be reassessed upon the taxable 
prop~rty of the proper to,vDship. -~ 

History:-C. L. '97, 3919. . 
Chanll'e of title no bar to reassessment.-Cooley on Taxation Sl1. Taxes 

charged hack are to be reassessed upon the same lands if rejected for mere 
informality or upon the whole township if absolutely illegal.-People ex reI. 
Throop v. Auditor General, 9 M. 134. Reassessments must be made in ac
cordance with the law in force without reference to the law as it stood when 
the original assesslllent was made.-Brevoort v. Detroit. 24 M. 822. If tax 
i ..... jginally void by reason of having been levied for illegal purpose. it is not 
subject to reassessment: but a judicial decision against the first assessment: 
based on errors and defects merely is no bar to reassessment.-Cooley on Taxa
tion 312. Reassessment is a continuin~ power. not exhausted until an assess
ment is made which can be enforced.-Brevoort v: Detroit. 24 M. 322. 

In reassessing taxes upon the same land. the same details as to items of tax, 
etc., must be distinctly given as in the original assessment, and' the reassess
ment mnc;t specify the )"ear for which the taxes reassessed were first assessed: 
but no interest or other charges not included in the original assessment can be 
added In reassessment. 

Reassessment for local improvement. see French v. Common Council of Lan
sing, so M. 879. In Brevoort v. Detroit, 24 M. 822, a legislative act provided 
for a new assessment in certain cases where former assessment llad been 
vacated or held invalid. Held if the difficulty was that the sums assessed 
did not constitute any just or equitable charge for public purposes upon the 
property upon which it was sought to be imposed, it is quite clear that. the 
legislature could not make it such a charge; but if the defect consisted of 
some irregularity of proceeding in consequence of which a just and equitable 
claim has failed to be legally imposed there can be no good reason why the 
legislatute should not retrospectively supply the oversight or cure the irregular
ity. In Bryam v. Detroit, 50 M. 56. held that the legislature can authorize 
reassessment of paving tax to pay for work done in good faith where previous 
assessment therefor has been held void. 

In Marlette Township v. Smith, Mich. Mandalllus Cases 185, mandamus was 
denied to compel respondent (county treasurer) to pay over certain moneys 
claimed to be due the township, it appearing that certain taxes charged back by 
Auditor General had been ordered reassessed, the township declining to make 
the assessment and the amount relilaining charged against the township.-See 
Auditor General v. Bolt, IU M. 185. 
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A rerord or the board or Bupervisors in which a reject('d drain tax appears as. 
toRrt. Drain. '1.078" without giving detlcription or drainage district is not 
8umcient to authorize a re&88"""ment or the taIC.-Auditor General v. Tuttle. U6 
1II. loe. 

A. to reAUe(llRm~nt or drain taX(t8 charged to county see Mason v. New Haven 
1"ownohlp, R2 1\1. 415: Maoon v. Hazelton Township, 82 M. 440. Further as to 
re.llllielUlmenl 8H Tweed v. Metcal', " M. 519. 

AdvertiN'11 lillit tor tax of 1805 included resAsessed 1893 taxes all under 
"1~95 tau .... without speclrying that a part was the reassessed tax. Held, that 
Ihe tnxe. were In ract a ..... ed in 18D5.-Flint Land Co. v. Auditor General. 
UI M. UZ. 

Dnnrd or .upen·loors may decide. alter or change any township.-Act 46. 1905. 
"'here lin 888elJ8ment described the property 8S the center 22 feet of a certain 

lot. and Ihe tax WR8 charged back to the county by the Auditor General because 
of Indedniteneu of description. a !"e888essment pursuant to resolution of the 
board of supervisors on the lame land, was invalid. though containing a 
dennlle deocrlption. Blnee the description in the Ond as.<essment was too ind'eOnite 
to he the b.ol. or a tn.-Smith v. Auditor General. 125 M. 576. 

Sec. fOut C. L. Ruthorizlng the reassessment of lands rejected by the Auditor 
(J~nrr,,1 for Indeftnite cleM-riplion, does not authorize boards of snpervisors in 
rrall.e".ln« tax" to correct desertptions absolutely. void tor indefiniteness. but 
only 8uthorizt"1 the boArd In 8u("h cases to reassess the taxes upon the taxable 
prope-rty of the township. The tax cannot be reassessed upon a different descrip
tion thnn thRt rontained tn the (Jriginal assessment roll.-Auditor General v. 
Fleml"". H2 M. 12. ' 

A fe-port of the proper eommittee of a board of supervisors recommending the 
rf'R"","MlCment of Inndll. refeorring to thf'm by schedule, and adopted by the board, 
("On~tttutt". 8 ""lid re881Jf'flflment.-Auditor General v. Fleming. 142 M. 12. 

"tht"re a tRX upon 8 parcel of IRnd is rf'asses.lIJed upon a part of it the re
AIIIllIlf"~Mmt"lIt 18 volrt.-Sc-heher v. Koehler, 4. Wis. 291. 

The reR ..... ment I. not to be considered a new tax.-Harwood v. Brookfield. 
lin Mo ••. 5G1: .'olrneld v. People. D4 Ill. Uf. 

From Ihl. It wOllld •• em R8 ir reass ... ed tax .. shollid be treated in making 
the a_.ment 80 or the year originally assessed.-Auditor General v. O·Connor. 
83 M. ffif. 

A r.o ••••• m('nt or a void tax without the authority of the board of super· 
,I.or. I. vnlrl.-Ga"e v. City or Saginaw, 128 M. UM2. 

The oht'jrrt or rharglng bAck tax •• I. to offset or dischAr"e the credit "iven to 
the rounty for the tAll,. when ftrst returned to the Auditor's ofllce.-Tllroop v. 
Auditor C..".ral. t M. 184. " 

FAilure to reORHe8I11. durlnilf the then l"urrent year. taxes which the Auditor 
r.f'nt"rnl (,RIIMPd to be chnrilfecJ bs("k to the ("()unty. and whiC'h are reaAsesserl 
promptly nttpr the collnty tre,umrer makes the statement to the board of 
IlIIIpf'rvlllOn .howln~ the taxt"R rC:"jedert. h, a valid reassessment: the omis.c;;ion of 
Ih .. treao"r.r to perrorm hi. duty by the mRking of the report at the next session 
or the b()ord I. directory only.-Audltor General v. Rutter, lUI M. 470. 

~y.r. 97. (409:i) It shall he the duty of the board of Detached 
Mllper\'!llOrM to fllrniMh to the Auditor General a list of all. lands. 
taXI'" whil'h IIhall have hl'eu rl'jl'ctl'd or chargl'd hack to their 
('onnty hy him upou laildM which !!hall have bel'u detached 
from slH'h connty !!uh!!l'ql1l'nt to the time whl'u sl1ch taxe!! 
were aM"I'!!Hl'd. ·aud the Allditor Gl'ueral shall thereuJmu 
('rl'dit to sueh couuty thl' amouut whieh he may have so far 
('hargl'd hal·k. and ('hargl' the saml' to thl' cOl1uty in which 
M1Wh loudM may tlll'n hI' !!ituatl'd: I'rOl.·jd"d, Such taxes Proviso. 
IIhall not ha\'1' hl'l'n prl'\'iO\u'l1y paid or reaHse!!!!l'd. 

fII.tory:--'C. L. 'U7. 8utO. 
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~r.I'. n~. (4096) Whl'lIl'\'er any lands rl'turul'd to the 
onll-(' of the Auditor Gelll'ral ullder the provi!!iolls of any 
IIf thl' J:"l'lIeral tax lawM" or to the county trl'asurl'r during 
thl' life of thl' tax law of I'ij!htl'l'n hundrl'd nilll'ty·one. shall 

Errors dis
("overed be
rore transfer. 

ha\'" h"('11 Mold on a('count of non-payml'lIt of taxl'S thereon, 
if thl' Auditor Gl'lIl'ral Mhall di!!('o\'l'r hl'fore a 1'01l\'l'yanre of 
Maid landM iM I'xl'cut('d and dl'li\'l'red: • 

FirMt. That th(' land !!o !!old was not suhject to taxation Ir not 8ubject 
at th .. date of till' aMMeMI'ml'nt of th .. taXl'1I for whkh it was to-taxation. 
lIold; or 
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Second, ,That the taxes had been paid to the proper officer 
wit4in the time limited by law for the payment or redemp
tion thereof; or 

Third, That such sale was in contravention of any of the 
provisions of this act; or 

Fourth, That a certificate that no taxes were charged 
against said lands has been given by the' proper officer within 
the time limited by law for' the payment or redemption 
thereof. . 

'The Auditor General shall withhold a conveyance of sucb 
lands and shall, on demand, cause the money paid therefor 
to be refund€d to the purchaser with intereijt thereon at six' 
per 'cent per annum: Provided, That in the last mentioned 
case the person in whose behalf such certificate was given 
shall, at the time of presenting such certificate to the Audi
tor General, pay to the State Treasurer, on the statement 
of the Auditor GeneraI,all taxes and charges due to the 
State upon such lands at the time such certificate was issued. 
If the discovery is not made until after the conveyance has 
been executed and delivered, a certificate of error may be is
sued in proper form for record; and the deed, if not recorded 
shall be surrendered when the purchase money is refunded. 
If the deed has been recorded, the money shall be refunded on 
a recorded release from the holder of the tax deed: Pro
vided.further, That the conveyance of such lands shall not be 
withheld, or a certificate of error issued after a. period of 
five years from the date of sale thereof, except for the rea
sons, first, ~hat the land described therein was not subject 
to -taxation .at the time of the assessment of the taxes for 
which it was sold; or, second, that the taxes had been paid 
to the proper officer within the time limited by law' for the 
.payment or redemption thereof. 

History·:-Am. 1895, p. 298, Act 154, Eft'. Aug. 80;--C. L. 'U7, 8921 ;-Am. 1899.· 
.p. 432, Act 262, E1I'. Sept. 23;-Am. 1903, P. 106, 'Act 80, Eft'. Sept. 17. 

'In People ex reI. Sweet v. Adam, Auditor General, 8 M. 427, the court held 
that the act of 1848, containin!!: the same provisions as this section, conferred 
upon the Auditor General judicial powers into the prope.r exercise of which 
the court cannot inquire on motion for mandamus, and that if the relator was 
dissatisfied his remedy was certiorari. 

Mandamus ,will ·not lie to compel the Auditor General to cancel a sale for 
unpaid taxes unless the assessment is void or the sale unauthorized.-Kennedy Y. 
Auditor (jenerai. 18t M. 584. 

Mandamus is the proper remedy to compel Auditor General to issue a certifieate 
of error and to determine the validity of his reasons for refu~aI.-Huh""rrt v. 
Auditor General'; 120' M. 505. Mandamus will not lie to compel a State- officer 
to perform any bllt an unquestionable and legally defined duty.-Bresler v. 
Butler, 60 M. 40. 

That mandamus is the proper remeily to compel the Auditor General to issue 
a certificate of error.-Hoft'man v. Auditor General, 136 M. 6B9. 

Mandamus will not be issued to compel the Auditor General to cancel It tax 
sale, where. the same question has been litigated and determined by a decree of 
the court in a former -case.-Haney v. Auditor General, 165 M. 681. 

The Auditor General on application for' a tertificate of error, exercises a 
ministerial rather than a judicial Dower; and hence his· act does not con-..e 
Canst. Art. 6, Sec. I, vesting judicial powers in the courts.-Northrup v. Maneka, 
12~ M. 550. . ' 

When the Auditor General issues a certificate cancelling a prior tax' deed. 
the deed is lnsu.fficient to eStablish title in the purchaser.-Nowlen v. Hall. 121:1 
M.274. . . . 

Sale' held not subject to cancellation· for insufficiency of interest where subse
Quent year had been sold under valid proceedings.-Horton v. Helmholtz, 149 
M. 227. . . 

The power co'nferred upon the Auditor General by this section to cancel tax 
deeds, does' not apply to deeds issued under the homestead provio:ions of the 



MICHIGAN 1893, AS AMENDED 

tA,. law.---Commluioner of State Land Olllce v. Auditor General. 181 M. 147. 
(See. 127). 

The power ronf"rred on the Auditor General to cancel tax deeds does· not 
"xtend to deeds I .. ued by him to the State under the homestead provisions of 
the lax law.-Jackaon. Lansing & Saginaw R. R. Co. v. Solomon Lumber Co .• 
"6 M. to,. 

Where relator filed a bill to annul a tnx deed on various grounds which after 
nnal henrilllr ,,-a8 dismi88t"d. he cannot thereafter maintain mandamus to compel 
the Auditor Gell"ral to cancel the deed on the ground that the chancery court 
""UI not in .esaion for five days subsequent to the day flxed for the hearing of 
the prior suit. and beton' the decree was rendered. since such objection might 
II/Ive Iwen litigated in the chancery suit; and hence the decree dismissing the 
hill wnl r". judicata against plaintiff's on such issue.-5ayers v. Auditor Gen
"rHI. IU M. 259. 

An Irr~lflliarity In failing to Indude a strip of land in a description is not 
JuriMflh'tiollul "od where the owner permits the case to proceed to a decree the 
fJuellion ,,-hethf'r the land llil properly assessed and whether proper steps have 
"een taken to ehnrge the lalld after a.sessment becomes reB adjudicata.-Kehf 
". Amtitur General. U8 M. 5tt6. 

Auditor General loa. full authority to cancel under Subs. 1. 2. and '.-Northrup 
'. Maneh. 126 AI. 550; Nowlen v. Hall. 128 M. 27'; Mann v. Carson. 120 M. 
831; Young v. Auditor General. 118 M. 56; Thomas v. Auditor General. 120 
AI."L . 

The Auditor G.neral h •• power to cancel the deed after the expiration of six 
month •. -lIoywllrd v. Auditor General. 147 M. 591. . 

A cerlinmle of error. it a judicial act. is one of a limited tribunal whose 
JuriHdktion under ordinary rules .hould appear upon the face of its proceedings. 
A (-e'rtill,-'ote of error ,,:hiC'h Rhows affirmatively that it was issued upon a sup
pmed error or def«t. ",hi('h 18 clearly not such 8S a matter of law. is void and 
clln be nll",·k~d III a roll"ternl proeeeding.-Vetlerly v. McNeal. 129 M. 507. 

Th. failure to except the ri"ht of way rould not be set up In a collateral 
p"x· .... dillg for irr.glllarlti •• In the prol·eedlngs. the decree being valid and the 
tn a 1i~1l lin Ihe IOlld.-.'lint Land Co .• Lt'd. v. Godkin et al.. ISO M. 668. 

Onr "'ho dlet not rai8e any ohje<'tions when proceedings were taken to estab
Ufdt II dntln ill estopped. after it is nearly completed, from objecting to such pro
(·ee.lin". III nn action 10 oell their land to pay the special drain taxes.-Auditor 
(jf'nt"rnl Y. Mt."lze, 12. M. 285, 

"Thi. court hal not held and It ought not to hold that an eft'ort to obtain 
information for the purp08e of avoiding the tax is an equivalent of an honest 
effort to pay the IRI."-Bullock et al. v. Auditor General et al.. 142 M. 122, 

A ... 100 of the law. of 1891 made no provision for refunding when sales set 
n.ht~. "'n the Rhoence of .uch provision for repayment the purchaser buys 
at hi. rlok, Bnd t"k ... only such title as the State had.---Crane v. Reeder, 25 M. 
~to; Rire v. A."lltor General, 10 M. 12."-Ball v. Auditor General. 18S M. 521. 

The Allditor General had no authority to I.sue a certilleate of error a"ain.t a 
In doed wilhout the request of one having an Interest In the title, after the 
".plration of Ihe live year perlod.-Plank v. Auditor General. 192 M; 81S. 

SI'B. I. Where there Is a discrepancy between the description In the recorded 
r, lnt and thnt In the tax deed. a certincate of error cancellnll' the deed may be 
.. ued.--JRckoon v. Sloman. 117 M. 126; See Cole v. Auditor General, 182 M. 262. 

SllB. I. A onlc for talCeR for a yenr In which It was shown the tax; was twice 
n ........ d and once paid I. Invalld.-Rayner v. Lee. 20 M. 884. Where taxes had 
'M"rn pnld he·fore "'lIe on part of the IRnd returned. Auditor General properly 
"lthh.hl tonver,,,oce of Ihe entire description. which had been returned and oold 
,dth",,1 ",repl IIIf th" pnrt on which the taxeR were paid.-Kneeland v. Auditor 
I.rnrral. I U M. 61. CertiOcate of error properly Introduced In evidence to show 
.Ieed h .. d .. " .. n "anreled.-Wood v. Bigelow. 115 111. 128. Certiftcate was issued 
"v Auditor I;.neral on presentation of receipt showing taxes paid before sale. 
l·u ... ·hR...... ref".ed to recognize ""rtineate and brought action of ejectment. 
Ilrfp"dR"t. had .erdlct below. AmrmM. . 

Whrr" Ihe nmount of a tax I. paid to the trensurer Rnd erronrously applied 
to a "· .... n. dl. ... ription. Rnd the lund i ... returned 88 unpaid and becomes State 
tltK 11&11(1, thtt o""ncr h' f'ntitlttrl to hav~ the Bolf' ('a nee-led under Sub, 2, See. ,",096 
C', ".-Kpnt .. t al. v. Auditor (if'nersl. 138 M. 805. 

!'arm"nt IIr I"u. may be p",,·ed by pnrol.-Hommond v. Hannln. 21 M. sa. 
,,'hpre a ('ltr NnJII(,U auumln., the Invalidity of a aldewalk tax for a certain 
,'f'lIr ordrrrt the tnK" rf'RAAPMed in the following year and the Ia.nd waa sold 
fur tI.,. tasH of both yesnt, Bnd the owner in cine SeIlMn 8On~ht to redeem 
from U ... k"("tmd 8 .. 1t", thf' Auditor (jenera. \\'88 Justified in canceling the former 
.. If' And Ipllin. a certifl«-nte of f'rror.-l"ouIiP v. Auditor General. 118 M. 550, 

SI:O. I. So title ('8n be v"lid which I. ftl'Qllired aocaln.t law.-Atlorney Gen
rrHI •• Smith, 8t M. 851. Attempts to bllY oft' ou",tandlng claims do not nece8-
.. rily allmtl Ihelr yalidity.---ChHpln v. Hllnt, 40 M. 595. 

('811",lIationl nlDdf' by the Auditor (ieneral under the Gurd decision were justl. 
h~.I ... wu 10 .... 1 In Ihe Cole eBIie. Hlld callnot now be dl.turbed.-Auditor General 
'''. Nf'wmnn. 115 M. IKI. 

Sale undf"r yoid pubJif'otion III marl. In rontrBvention. fole" within the meaning 
of Suh. I. It wOllld not be l'Onlended that it relator's d"ed waa held .void by 
.urn,. ("('Jurt that he wuullt not be f"lItitlf"d to have his money refunded. Neither 
• .-111 It be ""ntended hut what It would be the duty of a eOllrt to hold 'It void 
In a propt'r p~dln., We do not flee how any good purpose can be .lterved in 
rl'Qlllrllltr '''''h a prOl'<'edin" to be- brolll\'ht before the relator could obtain hi. 
mun~y,--<iurd Y. Auditor (iif'neral, U2 M. 151. ThiM ("aHe overrilled ill Cole v. 
Auditor ('eneral. In M. It!. 
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After the confirmation of the decree for the sale of delinquent tax lands, tax 
sales and deeQs issued thereunder can be set aside for only three reasons: (1) 
That the taxes were paid; (2) that the land was exempt from taxation; (3) 
lack of jurisdiction to enter the decree.-Rumsey v. Griffin et al., 138 M. 413. 

An irregularity in including exempt land belonging to another in a description 
oi land liable to taxation will not avoid a decree for the sale of the land for 
unpaid taxes.-Smith et al. v. Auditor General et aI., 138 M. 582. 

A de~ree for the sale of land for unpaid taxes cannot be attacked by showing 
au erroneous computation of interest on the amount due on land. A purchaser 
of land sold by the State for unpaid taxes acquires no interest in land exempt 
from taxation, includecl in the description of land subject to taxation.-Smith 
et al. v. Auditor General et aI., 138 M. 582. 

A land owner held not estopped by the entry of a decree in proceedings 
instituted by him attacking the validity of a decree entered in tax proceed
ings from testingo the validity of a sale made by the Auditor General sub
sequent to the decree.-Conley v. AuOitor General. 123 M. 83. 

One applying for mandamus to compel the Auditon General to issue a certificate 
of error 8S to a decree under which certain lands were sold for taxes can
not as a ground for the issuance of such certificate, urge that all taxes which 
were a lien and a charge on the lands were not paid by the purchaser at the 
time when the tax titles were acquired, or that the lands sold were included 
in the petition of the Auditor General for years subsequent to which they had 
been bid in by the State, and that amounts not authorized by law were included 
in the judgment for taxes, and adjudged a lien against the property, since such 
matters are concluded by the decree, and could have been raised only in op
position to the petition of the Auditor GeneraI.-Cook v. Auditor General, 124 M. 
430. 

A certificate issued by the county treasurer under the provisions of Section 135 
of the tax law (Sec. 4134 C. L.) limits the certification to the preceding five 
years and is not such a certificate as will authorize the .Auditor General to set 
aside a tax sale for taxes under Section 98 of the tax law for the taxes of more 
than live years prior.-Welever v. Auditor General. 143' M. 3ll. 

Where one who obtained a tax deed filed a bill against J. and others to settle 
title to lhe land, in which suit the regularity of the tax proceedings and the 
validity of said deed were directly involved, the decree for complainant therein 
is conclusive in mandamus proceedings by the devisee of J. to compel the 
Auditor General to cancel said deed.-Hanchett v. Auditor General, 124 M. 424. 

The authority of the Auditor General to issue certificates or to withhold 
deeds under Subs. I, 2, and 4. is upheld. Sub. 8' does not give the Auditor 
General power to go back of the decree of the court and review the validity 
of any of the proceedings prior to the decree. but confers only the power to 
cancel deeds for irregularities occurring after the decree--Cole v. Auditor Gen-
eral, 132 M. 262. . 

Failure of the Auditor General to IIgure interest properly held not to invalidate 
a tax sale to the owner of the original title.-Clippinger v. Auditor General, 1S5 
M. I. 

Deeds of state tax lands issued in violation of Sections 62 and 74 or Act 16 
Public Acts of 1893 are void and the lien of the state is unimDaired and subject 
to purchase by one tendering a sufficient amount.-Horton v. Salling, 155 M. 502. 

Mandamus will not lie to compel refund of money paid for void tax title where 
claimant mi"ht have demanded refund more than six years before suit was 
brou/:ht.-Wilkinson v. Auditor General, 147 M. 18. 

SUB. 4. Where owner had written (,OUDty treasurer to ascertain amount of 
his taxes and on receiving reply stating that all his taxes were paid except 
on a designated parcel had paid the amount stated, the Auditor General was 
warranted in refusing to convey to an applicant a parcel sold for unpaid 
taxes which were payable when the county treasurer had advised the owner 
as above. Ownel' havin1( caU .. d for and paid all demanded cannot lose land 
by mistake of offieer.-Hnnd v. Auditor General, 112 M. 599. Where owner 
in reliance upon statement furnished by city treasnrer palos the amount of 
tax shown. land cannot be sold for taxes which failed of ·payment because 
of such misstatement.-Hough v. Auditor General, 116 M. 663. Certificate of 
error ordered issued where it was made to appear that owner had failed to 
pay relying on certificate of county treasurer that the taxes had been paid.
Carpenter v. Jones. 117 M. 91. Defense that owner was prevented from Daying 
taxes by statement of offieer that no taxes were due cannot be interposed to a 
bill of equity filed by purchaser under tax decree. Owner must avail himself of 
his statutory remedy (as provided in above section or in Sec. 70) .-Kneeland v. 
Hyman, ll8 M. 56; Kneeland v. Wood. 117 M. 174. 

Sub. 4 of Sec. 98 of the Tax Law, Sec. 4096 C. L. authorizes the Auditor 
General' to issue a certificate of error when uA certificate that no taxes were 
charged nl<ainst said land had been given by the Droper officer within the time 
limited by law for the payment or redemption thereof."-Hoffman v. Auditor 
General, ]86 M. 689. 

"The certificate required to be furnished by the county treasurer before a 
deed can be recorded certifying that there are no unpaid taxes on the land 
i. not such a certificate as is contemplated by Sec. 98 of the Tax Law, Sub. 4.
Bullock et al. v. Auditor General, 142 M. 122. 

No limit of time is fixed within which Auditor General may issue certifleate 
01' error as provided in above section. Certificate may be issued whenever 
showing is made and Auditor General may satisfy himself by any competent 
proof.-Kneeland v. Wood. 117 M. 174. There is no equity in seeking to avoid 
both lien and debt.-Walc\ron v. Murphy, 40 M. 668. 

The assessment of two· parcels to one person is not ground for setting aside 
a sale, since -the owner had opportunity to appear before board of review to 
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(Oorred the a"tl£'tiMmf'nt or might have paid in his part or redeemed before sale.
Kennedy Y. Auditor General. 11' M. 534_ 

"'I .. re it ill attempted to make a writ of mandamus play the part of an action 
at h, .. 8traillst tht' State to re<'Over a tax paid. the statute of limitations will 
upply a .. in an action of law. and the writ will not be granted when redress 
will orollnQrlly be Imrrt>d by the statute of Iill)itations.-Wilkinson v. Auditor 
Genr,.I. 147 M. II; McRae v. Auditor (leneral, 146 M. 59'. 

,,'h.rE' taxeR have been paid and the land erroneously included in Auditor 
(;en~ral·. pt"titiun and decree making sale confirmed. a cancellation may be made 
lIy the Auditor General even after the expiration of six months' notice by the 
pur('hsJllt"r of the tax title.-Schaar et al. v. Auditor General et al.. )'6 M. 50 •. 

A valid d«ree of a Ch8nt"ery court for the sale of lands for taxes cannot be 
vacatrd b,. tlK" Auditor (;eoneral in issuing 8 certiHcate or error against a tax 
tle.iI I~."ed on tI,~ sale of land pursuant to the deeree.-Flint Land Co. v. 
Allfillor (jt>nerul. III M. 56!. 

Sub. 4. SPC. '8. Il'htes reUe' 'to those who have been mislerl by certificRtes 
I,.,Nut"d by theo propeor omeen. but this relief being statutory applies only to such 
n_. It 01..... not apply to Stllte tRX lands or to canceled sales of State tax 
landlll.-St·hulle Y. Auditor Oenerul. 181 M. 670. . 

Auclltur (ienernl ('annot refund a tax if land was subject to assessment nnd 
lI~t"Rlly 1I •• e.M"d wh~lher legally or illegally. and no attempt has been made to 
PRY them.-.'lint Land Co. v. Auditor General, 138 M. H2. 0"" .. -110, 88 the owner of the jfOvernment title, negleets to pay the taxes wbich 
pre returnffi dt>lInquent for twelve years. is guilty of such laches as to bar his 
ri«lot to nle a bill to ... t aside a tax twelve years after the deeree for the sale 
i. f'nt.r("d.--Owena Y. Auditor Gttneral. 147 M. a8S. 

MundaJnlUl1l to rempe) the Auditor General to issue a certificate of error can~ 
('rllin, 8 tax ,Iet."d. i8 not the p.'Opeor remedy where the same Question is pending 
In a ("aM' In the ("ireu!t oourt.--Smith v. Auditor Geoneral. 151 M. 622. 

A writ of prohlhltion will not lsolle to restrain the Auditor General from 
('nn~lIin. 8 tHI: deed. where the petitioner has another adequate remedy.
TrlNn"le Lnnd Co. v. Allditor General, 172 M. 289. 

Mandan,,, .... 111 not II" to compel the Auditor General to issue B certincate of 
~rror againflt thf' tnx cteoed. where the validity of the tax sale is pending in another 
action. "ndl~pooed of, In whIch the validity of the sale is to be determined.-Llille 
\'. Auditor General, 171 M. 58S. 
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H&(', 9~a, (4097) 'Vhl'n taxI'S have bl'l'n actually paid Taxes paid 

to thf' offi('c'r authori1.l'd by thl' pro.\"iHiolll~ of this act to re, :~~r~dt on 
c'l'h'e thl' Haml'. and thl' I'ntry of such payment was not made tax roll. 

upon till' tax roll. the Ill'rson therl'aftl'r applyinJt for a cer· 
tilh-atl· of f'rror or a ('allcellation of the taxI's. shall present Certiftcate of 
to the Auditor Genl'ral the certificate of thl' propel' county ~,~~~.ty trens

tr€'IlHllrl'r that sl1<'h taxI's wl're paid on the .,., .... ,' day 
IIf " ... , .. ,','" (JtivinJt date). as appears from copy of 
r('c'pipt thl'l'l'fur on fill' hi his office. The ('ounty treasurer 
"hnll IIInkl' a c'l'l'titll'd ('OilY of receipts so pl'esl'nh'd to him 
alltl till' thl' Maml' in hiM office, and Mhall return to the person 
('lItitll'd thc'I'l'tn thl' (lI'iJtinal rl'(,l'ipt. It Hhall be the duty 
IIf tIll' ('uunty tI'I'IlHIlI'I'l' to immf'diately notify the person 01' 

unlt'l'r rl'(,l'h'inj: MIII'h paynll'nt of the production of such re-
('I'ipt and rpquil'l' p/lynll'lIt to Iw made forthwith to him, the 
I<nid c'utlllt,V tr(·aMIlI'f'r. of thl' amoullt not diMcharged by entry 
IIpon till' tllX 1'011 at the tinll' of payml'nt. And in case of 
fllihll'l' of M/litl dl'lillqlll'nt trl'lIMUrl'r to pay said amount. as 
l'c·quc·l<t!'(I. wHhin thirty dllYM of the rl'cl'ipt of said notice. 
it 1<111111 he till' dllty of the ('OIlIIty trl'llSIlI'f'r RO notifying, to ~~:rn\~ ~Vl:!t 
illl<titutl' ""it aj:llillHt dl'li~qlll'lIt trl'lIHIlI:l'r and his ~onds- :~::,~~':;~'hiP 
111('11 for thl' rC'('(I\'f'ry of "Ilul amollnt, I pon the rl'Cl'lpt of 
I'llI"h 1II11111'y "0 p/lid to him. the ('Ollllty trl'lIHUrl'r shall at once 
JIIlY f hc' "111111' o,'l'r to the IIl'oJlc'r tOWllMhip or othl'r officer 
or fund f'lItitlt·r1 to the Mllme. and "hall notify the hoard of 
"u)lc'r"hmr" lit th!'ir IlllnulII "eMl<iou in Octo},rr of thl' sl'\Oeral 
IllllClUlltM fhlll! ('oll('ded and pllid m'l'r, 

III.torv :-.".IIIe.1 l.oU. p. 109. At't !I!, Eft'. Sept. Id ;-Am. \909, p. !8, Act 19. 
Fir. Stopt. t. 
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Irregularities SEC. 99 .. (4098) No tax assessed upon any property, or 
~?:I ~~e~,:-~~_ sale therefor, shall be held invalid by any court of this State 
erty rights of on account of any irregularity in any 'assessment, or on ac-
owner shall f t 11 h' not invalidate count 0 any assessment or ax ro not aVlng been made or 
tax. proceeding had .within the time required by law, or on ac-

count of the property having been assessed without the name 
9f the owner, or in the name of any person other than the 
owner, or on account of any other irregularity, informality, 
or omission, or want of any matter of form or substance in 
any proceeding that does not prejudice the property rights 
of the person whose property is taxed; and all proceedings 
in assessing and levying taxes and in the sale and convey
ance therefor, shall be presumed by all the courts of this' 
State to be legal, until the contrary is affirmatively shown. 

Records. etc., All records, statements and certificates herein provided for 
evidence. shall be prima facie evidence of the facts therein set forth. 
Ahsence or The absence of any record of any proceeding or proceedings, 
~~~:~~~ e~~. or the omission of any mention in any record of any vote or 

proceeding, or of mention of any matter in any statement 
or certificate that should appear therein under the provisions 
of any law of this State, shall not affect the validity of any 
proceeding, tax, or title depending thereon, provided the fact 
that such vote or proceeding was had or tax authorized is 
shown by any other record, .statement or certificate made 
evidence by the terms of this act or any other law of this 
State. No tax, or sale of property for any tax, shall be ren
dered or held invalid by showing that any record,statement. 

Regularity 
presumed. 

certificate, affidavit, paper or return cannot be found in the 
proper office; and unless the contrary is affirmatively shown. 
the presumption shall be that such record was made, and 
such certificate, statement, affidavit, paper or return was 

Signing of duly made and filed. Where any statement, certificate or 
records, etc. record is required to be. made or signed by a school district 

board or a township board, such statement, certificate or 

Auditor 
General's 
deed unim

. peachable. 

record may be made and signed by the members of such 
boards, or ~ majority thereof, and it shall not be necessary 
that other members be present when each signs the same. 
The provisions of this section shall not be construed to au
thorize any showing impeaching the validity of any deed exe
cuted by th~ Auditor General under the provisions of this 
act, but such del:>d shall be held absolute and conclusive as 
herein provided. 

Hlstory:-C. L. '97, 8922. 
Curative stntllte."'l can never ("ure wnnt of jurisdiction.-Hart v. Henderson. 17 

M. 222; Township of Caledonia v. Rose, 94 M. 210; But only provides that 
iJ'regularitif's or omissions which are not jurisdictional and do Dot prejudice the 
property owner will not void tax or sale.-Auditor General v. Keweenaw Ass'n, 
107 M. ·105. Irregularities that do not avoid sales.-See notes and cases at 
1402·1n C. L. '15. . 

No act legalizing any tax or asse..~sment or any tax or assessment roll shall 
he construed as legalizing any defect not distinctly set forth in the act.-8995n 
C. L. '15. Section does not relieve against defects which go til the jurisdiction 
of the body authorizing the levy.-Auditor General v. D. S. S. & A. Railway Co .. 
116 M. 122. 

REVIEW: When no changes have been made by the board of review in 
the assessment roll prepared by the supervisor the roll is not rendered in
valid becallse the board of review have not written the figllres of the assessor 
in the columns prepared for that purpose.-Ball v. Ridge Copper Co .. 118 M. 7. 
Where there i. no claim that a board IIf review acted fraudulently in asses..ing 
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Id,ul .nd tI't'r" i •• umdenl 1""limony 10 .IIpporl Ihe finding ot Ihe lower court 
Ihal II ... I..,ard did nol art lII""ally or inequitahly in fixing such assessmenl, Ihe 
nlltlllllr will 001 he di.lurhed.-Aurora Iron Milling Co. v. Cily of Ironwood. 119 

M"~I~i~~ Ih" board of re'·i .... · lias no rlghl 10 change values after Ihe time provided 
by I ..... yel in the a ..... nce ot proot Ihal Ihe board actually acted on queslion 
or "8Iu~ aner the law(ul timf'. the ntere tact that the elerieal work of setting 
down ... ch valun In the proper column waH not rompJeted. during a meeting of 
Ihe boartl will 1101 render Ihe lax invalid.-The date ot Ihe cerliflcate of the 
hottrd 01 review attached to thl" roll iF! not important as bearin~ upon the Ques
lion ot the valirtily ot Ihe tax .... -Aurtilor General v. Ayer. 122 M. 136. 

The tailur.. of Ih" board ot review 10 ke .. p a record ot Its proceedings as 
requirf'd by Se,', 4tl!; C. L.· '15. doE'S not render tal( spread on roll invalid as 
"cainliit one who hall RIIII'ered 110 injury by snch omission. Cured by Sec. 99.
.'lIrlitor (ieners. v, Bud.:rye Iron Co •• 132 M. 45". 

Til .. p-roviolon. ot Ihi. oretlon do nol apply to Ihe levy on Ihe property of one 
"rita rhd not own the property Against whil'h the tux was assessed.-Rapid Rail-
v'ay Co. " S.·hr(:f'riE"r, 190 M. eR". . 

AI'PORTIOSMJ<:ST: Whrre charl .. r requlrrs council 10 apportion tax among 
.·Rr(-.. and council in~ructed 8upen'i!mrs with 8.F<sistanc:e of recorder to make 
IIpportionmf'nt, held that to Invalidate it mu~t be shown that injury resulted 
I" Ihr ......... n a ........ d.-Fay v. Wood, 65 M. 890. Form ot record ot apportion· 
,,, .. ,,t I. o"mcl .. "t if il appears Ihat jusl share Is distribuled among lownships.-
Ro,.r-e Y. Sehrin ... ee M. 210. Omission of signature of chairman and clerk to 
remrrt ot p ......... dln!IR may he 8upplied by Ihem during their Ihen term of office.-
Rf'f'cn,1 o( proct"eclin,", o( boArd ot !mpervisors which does not specifically show 
nppurtionmf'nt of State tax In record of rf'port thereon is sufficient it defect is 
oupplied by Ihr r .. port as a whole. Resolution "Ihat there be levied on the tax
shl .. pmprrly ot counly tor county purposes a tax ot 1'4 per cent on the valu
allon o( II,,, Bev .. r,,1 roll. ot .aid county. making a lotal county tax of 1-
(alllouni ",tven)," do ... not a"eet validity or lax where it does not appear Ibat 
Ihl. wa. Ihe only action or record on the suhject. though the sufficiency is 
(IIIHtionahlr.-Bo)·cp v. Audilor Gpneral. 90 M. 814. Resolution providing Ihat 
a opedn .. d alllount ot Stale aOfI counly tax should be assessed on roils of the 
.... \"f'r .. 1 townehips. naming thf'm and placing opposite the name of earh the 
HmOllitt to tw nMNf'Rowrt and giving total of sHid taxe.~ respectively. waS sufficient 
compliann: with Ihe .Iatute. II nol heing .hown Ihat the apportionment was 
IJlleqlutl.-Ho"rnnn 1'. L.)'nbllrn, 10. M. 40', 

1'.(.I1'.\I.IZATIOS: Commiltre to ~qullli ... the aosessment rolls reported to 
hoard; r.port a,lopl .. d: Held. action at committee that of board and was sulJi· 
rin".-Tfthillulf"rl rf't'Ord of lu,~e"8ment In all townships. showing amount added 
In or c1.rtllct.rt trom In .. quali.ln!\', toll owed by aggregate of both real and· 
p(",....mnl propt'rty phil Amount aclde-d or minus amount dertue-ted. followed by 
H,."I 101.1.. heir! s"fficlenlly rlrflnlle.-Boyee v. Sehring. 86 M. 210. Where 
ffl('ord of f''lIiRlizntion IIIhows only entry or the Rggre~llte valuation of real and 
p('rflollnl proPf'rtr, of eAch town!lhip al determined by the board. the presumption 
i .. thnt no urlrtlt onl or rtertlle-lion8 WE're found nec:f'Mury or made.--Chamberlain 
v. r·tl,. ot St. I"n."". 82 M. 832; GOlletrean v. City ot St. Ignace; Brooks v. 
!'i •• m.: Orth Y. 111111 •• 87 M. 411. Failure o( clerk of board of supervisors to 
.hrn r ...... rc1 ot .qllailzalion Rnet apporllonment will not alfe<"l validity of 
tuwnillhip lind .... hoo. tuxt'fl.~lerk or ("ounty Bnrl ot board when ref'"Ord or 
'"'1".lIlation ..... marle "·0. depllly rounty ('Ierk 01 lime ot trial. nnd rights of 
1I.lrr! pArtl ... had nol Intrrvpnrd: H.ld proper 10 permit 10 amend the record 
by .m,lnlr Ihe omitted .i"nat"re.-Sheldon v. Marion, 101 M. 256. Where record 
tlf f'quAUIAtlon ahowe oilfllrewate r("al eAtate RR Bl'Isess("d in each township and 
Rmnllnt of penl()hAlty Rnd whole amount ot taxable property SA equalized, and 
nothtn .. to Inetle-ote thnt f'qualilotion WOR bllsert' on agfO"e.,ate of real and per
oonRI or Ihot II "·al not oo ... rt on the realty alone. II will he preoumed thot it 
" .... hasrd tIOlely on the realty. WhE'ro record shows amount of real estate fts.. 
'''"IIIMf"ft. 11001lnt nf 8Mf'ASM pf'nmnalty and the amount of taxable property 8S 
.. q"AIi~rrl. anel the amnunt adetf'd to or defiuctprl can be readily ascertained by 
",mputRtlon. h .. ld .umdent rompliBn.... wllh the slalule.-Auditor General v 
A)·f'r. 10,. M. ePt. "theFe lup("rviAOfII ftdrt to or deduct from valuation of real 
... I~te wlthonl refer .. nce 10 tol.1 tnxBhlr properly. hrld .umelent.-Audllor Gen· 
ernl v. l.onlO'''8r. 110 M. 2i'I, ""he-re re-corli or f'Qunlization shows total valuation 
of pm .... rl,. .............. d and total .. pqlloillert. Ihe tact that valuation ot personal 
pn'perty "nrt r .. "1 pn'perty are not leporat .. I)· enlrred will not d •• lroy the pre
lIIumption thllt .utrtltlon .. or etf"dnctlonlll were upon reol property: and absence ot 
doliRr .Iwn In rtorord rtOefl not Invalidate where the flKUre.s are 8f'parated in 8u("h 
n,annf'r .1 to 'ncliclde dollars anrt N'nu.-Audltor Gf'neral v. Sparrow. 118 M. 
5;'. Th. r.<-oret fllilin .. to ,how thAt board of .tI;:,.~rvl80r8 changed valnes, the 
tact Ihal II did not .how Ihe addition. anrt deduction. made In equalizing do,," 
1101 make th .. r ...... rrt In,"mci .. nt.-Audllor G .. neral Y. Ayer, 122 M. US. 

ROI.I. ASD WARRAST: Sprclal tal( placert In separate column on tal( roll 
rt""" not .. nlitle anyone 10 complain, al no rll!hla could possibly be prejudiced 
Ih .. r .. by.--Wall Y. Trumbull •• 8 M. I!A. Objection Ihat there I. no dollar mark 
oP ..... It. Ihe valuation and Ihal the lI"ure,. are 80 written a. 10 he divided by 
a rrd line 80 a. to I .. ave an uncertainly ao 10 Ihe amount I. MI well laken 
.. ·h.re Ihe .mounl ot Ih" In ... are pro .... rly carried out.-Flrsl Sational BAnk 
o( 101. Jo"""h Y. Township at SI. Joseph, .8 M. 526. See olIO Bird v. Perkin •• 
II M. to. The tort th.1 ""adlnn ot po" ... at tal< roll w .. re not filled out wilh "fI"'. of tn'Wm,hip and ronnt, dOH not InvaJittnt. roll when namf'8 of towmdJip 
"nrt rounty Wf'r. printf'd on ouuide ot book.-Anditor Genf'rftl v. Kew("f'naw 
.' .. ·n. 107 M. '05. Tn roll nfll Iny"ltrl.l .. d hy fact Ihal .upervisor·. wormnt 
direct. I"" parmenl ot .Ihe I .... r cent which he I. aulhorized 10 add 10 avoid 
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fractions to reimburse a delinquency ot the former )"ear growing out of an 
error in not adding sufficient amount of percenlage.-Grand Rapids v. WeJle
man. 85 M. 234. The fact that the collector used the original tax roll instead of 
a copy as the Muskegon charter required, and that the treasurer ff!iled to verify 
hi. statement of uncollected taxes within the time specified. does not <lefeat the 
taxes in the absence of any showing. that they were unjust.-Auditor General v. 
Hutchinson, 113 M. 245. Failure of assessing officer to prepare assessment and 
tax roll in exact form prescribed by statute. in that taxes were sprea<! on tax 
1'011 instead of on assessment roll. did not prejudice pro·'erty rights of tax
payers. and defect is ~ured by Sec. 9U.-Ludington v. City of Escanaba. 115 
M. 288. The fact that no warrant was attached to tax roll by supervisor held 
not to render the taxes invalid or discharge the Iien.-Auditor General v. Spar
row. 116 M. 574. Warrant not defective if made to township treasurer by title 
and name omiUed.-'-Loud & Sons Lumber Co. v. Hagar. liS M. 452. 

Where tax roll showed error in aggregate of taxes opposite certain parcel. 
which county treasurer corrected before sale. held that as this collld not 
injure the owner it must be disregarded.--Case v. Dean. 16 M. 12. But this 
holding ohould not be understood as giving county treasurer authority to make 
changes in the roll or Tax Record. 

Where tax roll described land as "T. 6. R. 6" and there was but one T. 6. R. 6 
in the township. description held sufficient.-Dumphy v. Auditor General. 123 
M. 354. In West Michigan Lumber Co. v. Dean, 73 M. 459. supervisor attached 
narrant to original equalized assessment roll and delivered it to the treasurer. 
Held. that it conferred authority to seize property to satisfy tax. 

liTATUTORY TIME-RETURNS,: The proceedings required by law and the 
fihng of the treasurer's bond having taken place after the time designated by 
law, but before the time required for the handing over of the assessment Toll: 
Held, that the delay was immaterial. Delay beyond the time required by law in 
appending the warrant to the assessment roll furnishes no ground of relief.
Hubbard v. Winsor, 15 M. 146. 

Statutory time for doing an act is directory where time. is not fixed for purpose 
of giving a party a hearing or. for some purpose important to him.-Fay v. \Vood. 
85 M. 890. A tax title is riot im'alidated merely by the township treasurer's neg
lect to flle his bond as collector of State and county taxes within the prescribed 
time. if it appears that he actually flIed his bond and received the tax roll, and 
that his right to it had not been contested.-A tax title is not invalid merely 
because the original return from the township treasurer to the connty treasurer 
had been sent to the capitol instead of being retained in the county treasurer's 
office as it should have been.-Stockle v. Silsbee. 41 M. 615. Where the townsbip 
treasurer's return does not show that demand was made for taxes but is in 
statutory form, held sufficient, as if personal demand was necessary it must 
be presumed to have been made.~Dickison v. Reynolds. 48 M. 159. Failure 
of county treasurer to enter .delinquent list on books does not invalidate the 
tax if the delinquent list "'as put in permanent form and preserved in C'ount}r 
treasurer's office.-Auditor General v. Keweenaw Ass'n. 107 M. 405. Failure of 
collector to make statement under oath of all moneys received by him as 
collector does not render proceedings to sell void: such oath is reauired to 
secure an accurate accounting of all' moneys in collector's hands and has no 
reference to the return of land for delinquent taxes.-Tweed v. Metcalf. 4 M. 
579. Failure to make such statement does not prejudice tax-payer.-Boyce v. 
Stevens. 86 M. 549. 

IRREGULARITIES: An irregularity is such a defect in legal proceed in"" 
as may be waived; a nullity is one that cannot.-Jenness v. Lapeer Circuit 
Judge. 42' M. 460. A blunder that is so evident as to correct itself not entitled 
to consideration.-Smith v. Lloyd. 29 M. 881. Objection hased on manifest 
derical error which corrects itself held frivolous: justice ought not to slllmble 
at straws.-I'eck v. Houghtaling. 85 M. 126. One cannot complain of an error in 
his fa,'or.-Kelso v. Saxton. 40 M. 666. The party alleging error must show 
error to bis prejudice.-Louden v. E. Saginaw. 41 III. 18 .. Rrror will not be 
presumed: it must be affirmatively made out.-I'eople v. Scott. 56 M. 154. 
Irregularities in assessment when not prejudicial to protestant give no right 
of recovery.-White v. Millbrook. 60 M. 532. The time hns e:one hv if ever 
was when the proceedings of taxing officers are to be criticized with micro· 
scopic nicety and the exact time and method of every step examined to detect 
n departure from the law. however insignificant or unintentional. It is prob
able that in 110 tax case have all the proceedings been exactly and punctil
iously \..oorrect. but they are sufficiently so for legal purposes· in any case if 
no error is committed which can prejudice the person taxed.-Stockle v. 
Silsbee. 41 M. 615. In matter of description see Johnstone v. Scott. II M. 232: 
Wrie:ht v. Dunbam. 18 M. 414: Bird v. I'<'rkins. 83 M. 28; Wilt v. Cutler. 88 
M.189. 

Irregularities in assessment do not defeat a tax if they do not prejudice 
the person taxed.-Stockle v. Silsbee. 41 III. 615. Irregularities in the prior 
proceedings which do not prejudice the property rights of the person whose 
hiDd is taxed will not defeat the claim of the State. Thus, it is no defense 
to an entry of a decree against the land that no warrant was annexed to the
tax rol.( delivered to the collectinl/t officer: that the return of the delinquent taxes 
was not verified; or that a majority of the board of review did not sign the 
certificate aUached to the assessment roll.-Auditor General v. Sparrow. 116 M. 
574. Any irregularity or omission in the proceedings to levy or collect a tax 
which is not jurisdictional and does not prejudice the rights of the property 
owner wi)) not render the tax invalid. It not being shown that the respondent 
had any personal property in the township. its rights were not prejudiced by 
omission of word "unknown" in assessment roll.-Auditor General v. Keweenaw 
Ass'n, 107 M. 405. 



MICHIGAN 1893, AS AME;I;DED 

l"/lder Tn Law So. DO (Public Acts of 1898, p. 399) which provides that no 
osle ohall ~ hrltl In.alid on a.-count of any Irregularity in any pro<eeding that 
doe. not pr.jllrlice the right of the person whose property is taxed. failure to 
.!luh a .,..rtilled copy of the deeree to the Tax Record does not invalidate a 
t8K .ale made pursuant thereto by the Auditor General.-Gates v. Johnson, 
121 M. GU. 

Tax for lITading and paving wa. not paid and property was hid in by the city. 
Aftt»r lapa. of )Oear. abuttin" o~ .. ners who knew of improvements cannot set up 
any Irr,,«ularity in return of roll to common council by assessor.-Tuller v. City 
of D .. trolt. 1%8 M. 805. 

"'here the BMN8ment Bnd tall rolls show the assesRment to ha\'e been made on 
hulldinn •• ~ntOnBI property. the QRs.,.sment cannot be construerl as an assess
mrnt of a I .. aoe-hold Intetl'Ot.-City of Detroit v. George, 214 M. 666. 

MISSOMER: It does not mislead real owner.-Fletcher v. I'ost, 104M. 424. 
Tal not invalid ~auAe wuteB8ed in name of other than owner.-Auditor General 
Y. Keweenaw AM'n, 107 M. ,o5. Also Menominee v. Martin Lbr. Co •• IlD M. 
tOI: Iron Star Co. v. Wehfte. 111 M. 487. AFsessment against "Ellen Marcier" 
In.t .. ad of "Ellen Macler" held within the rule of idem sonans and not to 

!!'H~I~~tf.o~,~" ':8~;;;;;!trnsr:af-:io~ro~~r M;~~!, o} I ~::;'r~;ion ~";;~'d a~~~idd n~~ 
rrnder bll: Invalid and would authorize levy on personal property of corporation. 
-Loud 6: Sona l.umber Co. v. Ha.-ar. 11M M. 452. Tax as~essed by initials. of 
rorporate title to rHident corporation who owned and occupied the property 
I. not In"alid beeRuBe not a .. essed to full name.-Lumber Co. v. Village of 
0"""" ... or M. !!1. 

RECORDS, FILES. ETC.: Auditor General may require copies gratis.-18728n 
C. I.. 'I.. Rft'Ord. are public property; penalty for mutilation or wrongfully 
r .. t"lnlnll".-15078 C. L. 'IS. Restoration of lost recorels.-12264n e. s. C. L. 'IS . 
• \bwnC"e 0' rN'Orclt In town boob Rhowing aAAe..~~()r8 were ~rworn d(lp~ not 
rnrnl.h prima fade .. vielen... that they were not.-Sibley v. Smith, 2 M. 486. 
OhJ.-1ed to record of proceedingo of supervisors that it did not show who 
mnlltitllted the hoard nor that a quorum WAS present: .. Helrl. presence of 8uDer~ 
,'100,. or at I .. aot a quorum would ~ presumed.-LlICey v. Davis, 4 M. 140. Cer· 
tlftrAtew to :tAAefIIIitment roll are necessary only because they are requirecl bv 
ot.tut,,; antI II,,, lelrislnture may provide in express terms that a tax sale shall 
not be void for "efect In or oml .. lon of the certiflcate. Whatever it may dis
pr.... with In .dun ... It may retro.pectlvely.-Sinclair v. Learned, 51 M. 835. 
~f'P 111M) Burt Y. Auditor General. 89 M. 126. Where 8 sum of money has been 
I .... fully .. oted 10 ~ ral ... d by taxation for town.hip purpo.es. the failure of 
Ihe hoArd of lupervl""ro 10 direct the levy would not Invaii<late the action of 
th .. olOpe"·I •• ,,. In opr .. adlnjf It upon the roll.-Upton v. Kennedy. 86 M. 215. The 
reAl purport and e"e<"l of the otatute i. that .ale .hall not be void because 
rptum or other ",..,. or reNJrfili are not tonnd In the proper place. unless it is 
.hown that .uch fll ... or record. never e"lsted.-Upton v. Kennedy. 88 M. 215. 
The aboen<e of omdal r.,...,rdo from the places assigned by law for their keeping 
dOf'll 1I0t 'IIPport the pre8umptlon that they never exi5lted: the contrary is pre
oumetl.-Holrel.kamp v. We .. k •• 87 M. 422. A. to time of making clerk'. certificate 
to lupervl""ro: "'hen conclusive. etc.-Smith v. Crittenden. 16 M. 152. Where 
tNK orftrrffl hy board of ,upf'rvisorfl is not certifted to by township clerk. 
hurd .. n til upon ron...,.tant to Rhow that such tax WRS not originally Ruthorized 
hy rompetrnt Iluthority.-Auditor GenerAl v. McArthur. 87 M. 457. UNo tax or 
ta" oAI .. ohall ~ held Invalid" do"" not apply to warrant or to anything else 
e.~t .. t ..... and ""nlf'."-Muskp.mn v. Martin Lumber Co .• 86 M. 625. Does not 
apply to pmof of puhli .... tlon.-Renedi<"l v. Auditor General, 104 M. 269. Record 
or f'qualiaatlon not Invalid beeauoe of omio.lon of doJlar mark.-Auditor General 
v. Sparrow. 118 M. 574. A tRX deed .oven upon 8 oale which Included township 
nn" ... hool ta"elI I. not ren<lered invalid by ohowlnj! that the board of .upervisoro 
"I" not direct ony tllXes for town.hip or ochool purpooes to ~ assessed In the 
townohlp for that year.-Robblno v. Rarron. 88 M. 124. 

"·rittn... a,. not at1miMlhle in evtderwe 08 publie rK'OrdR withont proof of 
their OmciRI rharart .. r.-Hall v. People, 21 M. H8. Whenever the law requires 
wfitt,.n rvtclf'nc-. of thf' "dion tsk .. n by oft\cen in the tal: proceeclimr's the record 
....... m ... th .. only le"al and proper evidence of these fact.: but thl. does not 
"'f"lurte ("ntt"",), thf' utllilull prellumptlon In favor of the regularity and honesty 
of om"'.1 .rtion.-Mlllo ... Town.hip of Richland. 72 M. 100. 

TAl: ."Ie not void becnnAe dHFH wa_ not entered In record book of decreeR 
An" did not mntHln • descriolinn of the property.-Hooker v. Rond, 118 M. 
US. n.rk·. omlo.lon to J"ft'Ord It dOl'O not Invalidate a deeree properly .igned. 
-Holrman v. P...,k. Won<f_ ... Co .. In M. 74. 

TI ... Iou of .... D<"" relo.tln" to the proN'eelln(lll on th .. Auditor General'o petition 
will not In a <olIal .. ral prtK'ft'dlnll" der ... t the jllrlodldion of the court or render 
yold thl' d ......... -Ho"man v. Pack. Woo". ... Co.. ua M. 74. Testimony of 
"mnty trt"'AJlurt'r anti rl.rk. tOllft"ther with the re<'Ord of aceounts between thoRe 
ufftr",I. th .. t r(lnll.in It"ma ,,·lIkh mUM have hf:o~n taken frOID the report. held 
lumdrnt to Ihow thot report of oRle w.s nl .. ".-Ibid. 

Whl'n .... r. In thl' opinion of the hoard of oupervlooro of an, collnty in thl. 
State. from tI ... defa<l'd or mutilaletl ron.lllion or any __ ment roll.. return. 
of town4hip trf'1I811"''''. or other paper. on die. undt"r the provisionl of law, In 
,ta. otfkoe of the trf'IIlIIur.-r of lu("h t'Ounty. anct for their bfotter preRervation. it 
_h811 ~ n .......... ry that II ... ""mr be capletl or hollnd. or both. It .hall ~ lawf.i1 
.nlf Ihall tw tilt" duty of allch board of tmoervilJOn to authorize Bnrt order the 
.... prin" or blndln •. or hoth. nf ourh arehiv .... -2828 C. L. '15. Whpnever the 
hoard of .upeonlllOn of any munt, ,.h,,11 order the ropying of any rolla or other 
papen. ... pmvhtffl In fleCtion one of thill art. the trPRsurer of luch county Hhall 
I .. ,. thl' .upervl.lon of oucb ,,-ork. and .hall employ some proper per.on or 
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,persons to perform the same, who shall, before entering upon the discharge of 
such duty, subscribe an oath to perform the same in a true and faithful manner; 
and it shall be the duty of such county treasurer to compare all rolls or papers 
so copied, with the originals, and shall attach to each separate copy, roll or 
other paper, his certificate that the same is a true copy of the original roll or 
other paper, and that such copy was made by a person duly authorized under the 
provisions of law to make the same.-2327 C. L. 'IS. Any copy of any assess-

o ment roll. tax ron, township treasurer's return, or other paper. made and certi
fied under the provisions of this act, shall be valid and lawful as evidence in 
any court as the original would have been.-2328 C. L. 'IS. 

SEC. 100. (4099) It shall be the duty of the prosecuting 
attorney of ea<;h county to give his counsel and advice to the 
('ounty treasurer, the township treasurers, and the super
visors of tIle 'county whenever they or any of them may 
deem it necessary for the proper discharge of the duties im
posed upon them in this act free of charge. 

History:-C. L. '97. 8923. 
See Sec. 90. 

SEc.101. (4100) In all cases of sale of lands for taxes, if 
1 he purchaser or his assigns shall die before a deed shall be 
executed on such sale, the deed may be executed by the Audi
tor General, to and in the name of the deceased person, if 
lIuch deceased person being still alive would be entitled to a 
deed, which deed shall vest the title in the' heirs or devisees 
of such deceased person, in the same manner, liable to like 
claims of creditors and other persons as if the same had been 
(>xecuted to said deceased person immediately previous to his 
death, or the executor or administrator may assign the cer
tificate of purchase and the deed may issue to the assignee 
thereof, and in like cases which have heretofore occurred, the 
same rule shall apply, and all'deeds heretofore issued in the 
name of any person deceased who, if living at the time of 
the execution thereof, would have been entitled thereto, shall 
have like effect as, above provided. 

History:-C. L. '97. 3924. 

SEC. 102. (4101) The county treasurer ,shall, at the same 
time when he makes his return of delinquent lands to the 
Auditor General, make a similar return to the' Commissioner 
of the State Land Office of all homestead and part paid State 
lands, the fee of which is in the State, the taxes upon which 
have not beer. collected, with a statement of the amount 
thereof. The Commissioner of the State Land Office shall 
provide suitable books, and enter in the same the descrip
tion of every parcel of land so returned to his office, and the 

~'nrfeiture for taxes thereon. The person holding such interest in any pal'
lion-payment. eel of said lands shall, on or before the first day of July fol

lowing such return, pay to the State Treasurer the taxes 
assessed thereon, with interest at the rate of one per cent 
per month or fraction thereof from the 'first day of March 
last preceding; and in default thereof the certificate of pur
chase of such parcel shall become void and such land shall 
be subject to sale and redemption in the same time and man
ner as lands forfeited for non-payment of interest; and no 
patent shall be made of such lands until all taxes thereon 
are paid. 

History:-C. L. '97. B925;-Am. 1899. p. 433. Act 262. Eft', Sept. 23. 
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SEC. 103. (4102) The Commissioner of the State Land Report o~ 
Omce shall, on or before the first day of May and November ~~: 1~~'J'..on 
in each year, make out and furnish to the Auditor General a 
.. taternent containing a description of the lands upon. which 
the taXeI! have been paid. and the amount of such payments, 
and shall, at the same time, transmit to each county treas-
urer a copy of such statement so far as the same relates to 
his county. The Auditor Generalshall credit to each county Credit of 
its proper part of such taxes, and the county treasurer shall taxes. 
credit each township with its share of such amount. 

Hlltory:-C. L. 'U7, 'D2e. 

SEC. 10!. ( 4103) If any person dispossessed of lands Lien for im
purchased in pursuance of the provisions 'of this act shall provements. 

ha\'e made improvements thereon, he shall be entitled to re-
cover what such improvements are worth, and shall have a 
lien on such lands therefor and may enforce the same by bill 
in equity where no other provision is made by law. 

HI.tory :-C. L. 'U7, 8921. 
s..,. IUlln C. L. ')5 ,elatlve to compensation to, Improvements in action ot 

~~:;!"~~t O~I~:~lrns~ ...... I~e~. 1u.~~g~e~~li~dt~~ .r~~!~~:~~ ~I':.~~!~~~n:n:, ~':,tt~r~ 
1- M. I... Counly treoou,er became purchaser at sale conducted by him: 

C~'h~~~I~~e t~. ~a~r~~~Ii~y ~~~9~~rcl::.~r f::\~~~~~~:~tsln;:'1':ebeen~f~~~~ 
In oupplementary proceeding In chance,y.-Welmer v. Porter. 42 M. 569. Evl
"~nre of Ihe value of Improvements Is properly excluded In action at ejectment 
.. here defendant ne,.lecIs to file a claim for compensation therefor under 14465r 
C. L. IS.-Newayl'o Mfg. CoO. v. Echtlnaw, 81 M. 416. 

Wanton expenditures fa, Improvements not made In good falth.-McCreedle 
v. Buxton. II M. 883. Plalntlft' having !fOne upon the land and made improve
ment. with the knowled .... thot the title to the land was In the railway com
pany. and that It claimed ownership. could not upon failure ot his title recover 
Ihe YRlu" of the Improvement. made.-When the rightful owner has obtained 
~Ion of the p,operty wllhout resorting to an action at law he is not liable 
In sn srtlon at law fa, the volue of the . Improvements made by another. Sec. 
IUlln C. L. '15 applies ooly to action of ejectment.-Lemerand v. F. & P. M. 
R. R. Co., 117 M. 809. 

Slatuies allo..-Ing compensation for Improvements when defendant In eject
m~nt h,," hHn In po ..... lon. etc.. eannot he Invoked In hehalf of one who 
ente'ffl al a tenant-Wolf v. Houghton, O! M. IB6. The fact that the occupant 
hy ex .. rrtllnll' dtllgen<'e mlll'ht have dloeovered that he had no title does not 
0 .......... ,111' oel'"llve IIODd f"lth.-P"tlt v. F. & P. M. R. R. Co •• 119 M. 492. 

To enahle defeated holde, of tal< title to enforce a lien for improvement. 
the tille muot have hHn adjlld .... d agaln.t him In a proper action. He must 
Ihrn ,-.rt to equity proceedln ... to have the amount of his lien determined. 
Bnd 110 coll~loo .-'"forced. Slatute of limitations does not run against such 
lien .... fo,e the judl'ment I. ,endered declaring the title Invalid. Such right 
I. not aft'~ed by Illbsequent tax law •. -TiliotaDn v. Circuit Judge. 97 M. 585. 
One laklnr """ ...... Ion und .. r tax dHd In good f"lth and making Improvements 
mar remver for .ueh Improvements If hi. title prove Invalid.-Crookery v. 
1I11och. lie M. IR8. Provl.lon as to Improvements applies to homesteaders hold
In. und .. , Sec. 1I1.-C.onn. M. L. In •. Co. v. Wood. 115 M. ,... Further as to 
_ery fo, Impronment. lee Rawoon v. Parson.. 8 M. 401: King v. Potter. 
I~ M. I .. ; Van ~nbrooka Y. Carreon, '8 M. 188; Guild v. Kidd. 48 M. 807; 
Balth.tn Y. Cullen. 51 M. II: Cla,k Y. Green. 81 M. 155. 

Thl. _Ion h... no application to one who ente,. in violation ot Sec. 142.
('o,"""n Y. Audlto, Gen"ral. 1U M. 125. 

Under. C. L. leu (Sec. IlIlIn) permlttlnf a def"ndant ousted in ejectment to 
,,,,,,,1'''r fo, Improvement.. provided he Ihal hne been In actual occupancy to, 
ah' yea,.. twfore the comm .. n .... ment of the Bction. the occupaney contemplated i. 
aueb U ...,lIld rive IIl1e by 8dverse po_Ion: hence where a part of the period 
of def"ndallt·. ",""upancy wa. during the life of the life-tenant. he woo DOt en
tltlffl to _e, for Improvemenl. all'alnot other remainder-men who were 
d"fendant'. co-teoanlo.-5leirht v. Roe. 125 M. 585. 

SEC. 105. (HO!) In case of the organization of a new Reorganiz8-
ronnty after the time for making the assessment roll, and tion of coun

Jlri~.r t'? the retu~n of the township treasurer, such new or- ~"!n~~1ps. 
gaDlZfthon shall lD no way affect the assessment, collection 
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or return of taxes for that year on any lands attached to the 
new county. No division of a township after the time for 
making the assessment roll, and prior to the return of the 
township treasurer, shall in any way affect the assessment, 
collection and return of such taxes; but such taxes shall be 
assessed, collected and returns made as though there had 
been no such division. If lands are detached from any 
county after the taxes thereon are returned to the Auditor 
General, and' any such taxes are afterwardSl rejected or set 
aside, the county from which they were detached shall re
ceive credit, and the county to which they are attached shall 
be charged, as may be proper Wider the provisions of this 
act. 

History;--'-C. L. '97, 3928. 
Board of supervisors hRve no power to alter boundaries of townships when fixed 

by legislature.-Township of Harrison v. Board of Supervisors. 117 M. 215. 
As to new townships.--'-Comins v. Harrisville. 45 M. 442. Assessment to pay 
interest on bonds after division of township.-First National Bank v. Supervisors, 
Mich. Mandamus Cases 1346. 

As to or~anization of new counties see Carleton v. People, 10 M. 250; Bay 
County v. Bullock, 51 M. 544; Attorney General v. Marr, 55 M. 445; Attorney 
General v. Weimer. 59 M. 580. As to adjnstment of tax accounts between new 
and old counties see' Clare County v. Auditor General. 41 M. 182; Bay County 
Supl'rvisors v. Arenac Supervisors. 111 M. 105. '. 

Adjustment of rigbts and liabilities on division of municipal territory.-3452 
C. L. '15. 

SEC. 106. (4105) The taxes on any lands returned as de
linquent may be paid to .the county treasurer or to the State 
Treasurer at any time prior to the day of sale. After such 

Part payment petition is filed with the county clerk, payment of part of 
~~~e:cli~g~~ay the taxes therein specified shall not stay proceedings thereon 

. to enforce payment of such part of such taxes as are not 
paid, but such proceedings. shall continue as to all unpaid 
taxes as herein provided. 

Payment be
fore sale. 

Municipal 
. charter 

provisions. 

Municipalities 
included. 

Board of 
review In 
cities. 

History:-Am. 1895, p. 229. Act 154, Elf. Au~. 30 ;--'-C. L. '97, 8929. 
Payment of taxes to State Treasurer is made through Auditor General. 
This section does not apply to taxes for years where sales are canceled.

Schulte v. Auditor General, 131 M. 676. 
See Secs. 53, 59, 138. 

SEC. 107. (4106) This act shall be applicable tQ all cities 
and villages where not inconsistent with their respective 
charters. With such exceptions, the provisions herein ao; 
to supervisors, township treasurers, and boards of review. 
shall include all assessing and collecting officers, and all 
boards whose duty it is to review any assessment roll. The 
word township may include city, ward or village. When, 
by the charters or ordinances of any city or village, delin
quent taxes or assessments are returned with other taxes to 
the county treasurer, such city or village shall not be en
titled to payment .of or credit for the same until the money 
has been received. notwithstanding anything in their re
spective charters to the contrary: Provided, That in any 
incorporated city, the charter of which does not provide for a 
board of review, such board shall consist of the several super
visors Qr other officers making the assessment. the city at
torney, and a.dditional members to be appointed 'by the 
common council who shall not be aldermen, equaling the 
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number of supervisor8 or assessing Qfficers. The session of Sessions and 
t:aid board of review shall be held at the council room on the proceedings. 

same day8 a8 designated in this act for the meeting of the 
township board of review, and the proceedings thereof con· 
ducted, 31! near as may be, in the same manner. Said board Certlftcation 
li!hall elect a chairman and clerk, who shall certify to the cor- of rolls. 

rectneKI! of the se\'eral assessment rolls when completed, sub
stantially as the form prescribed in sections twenty-nine and 
thirty of this act. The appointed members of said board of Oath of office. 
re\'iew lIhall take the constitutional oath of office, which shall 
be filed in the office of the city recorder or clerk. 

HI.torv:-C. J.. '97, 8930. 
Lev,. of municipal tax exceeding the aggregate amount limited by the charter 

(or a .Ingle year I. illegal anrt cannot be sustained.-Watties v. Lapeer, 40 M. 
f,!,; Connors v. Detroit, 4. M. 128. Charter limitation ot amount "raised by 
t~n.ation .. t inchule1i eXL'f'fii8 voted by freeholderR.-Schneewind v. Niles. 108 M. 
301. But judgmf'nt aJl'ainst municipalities should be assessed though such aSSe&'i
fu,,"nt ""'Julll make tutul exceed charter limit.-Hammond v. Place. 116 M. 62S. 
'fax to poy Interest on city bonds to take stock In water supply company.-1l298 
('. I .. '15. A. to a .. e .. nll'nt to pay judll'ment all'sinst city see Shippey v. Mason, 
.0 M.", A city tax vuted without observing the charter requirements to enter 
Af. large upon thf' minutes of the council any act. proceeding, etc., is invalid.
Pontiac v. Axfnrd. 4" M. 69. \\'here charter requires common council to deter~ 
nline by rf' .. olution the amount to be raised tor contingent fund and also for 
intrrt"1rt fund. snet roundl dirf'rted a grosfit Rum tor both, held that failure to 
ol~rve ('harter rrquJrt"ments rt"ndered tax void.-Fay v. Wood, 65 M. 890. When 
the n.ocle at IlRlW'liHlllentl is prescribed by the charter or by ordinances adopted 
"nrl~r It. ollthorlty, measure of power Is limited thereby,-Whitney v. Village of 
tlllrl""n. d9 M. 1~8. 

Where the chort~r provl<les for opportlonment of school taxes by the county 
('!rrk 8rt,.r a,urMment. review ond certificate at city cJerk. action is not de
penrlent upon equlllization by the board of, supervisors.-Chamberlain v. City of 
St. IlI'nace. 92 M. 832, 

Mandamull "'ill nut lie to compel the officers and common council or a city 
to pay R jurhrlllf'nt out of mone-)'s on' hand when such moneys were raised and 
pre 't-qulrrd for other pllrpose1l: the creditor's remedy heing under the etatute 
rt."quirin, 8urh judKment to be fi'pread upon the tax roll.-Griswold v. Common 
Coun("iI of l.u.JinKton. J17 M. 817. A8Me~u~ment in cities and villages for fire 
ne-pBrtmt."nt.-ItfH' C. I.. 'Il. AR to limitation of municipal taxation see Arbuckle, 
It)·.n Ie ('0. y_ City of Graml Ledge. 122 M. 491. 

R!';VIEW: In Dorm.tealler v. Moloney. 45 M. 621. uncler Detroit charter 
"'qulrtna alilllle'MOr'l l"t"rttfkoateo to 88l'ie.ulnent roll, It was held where assessor 
I. the oftkt'r to pre ... nt the roll to the boarcl of review and Is himself a member 
or tI,,, bonrrt, the roll do,," not need to be authenticated by his certiftcate. A 
r<ty chllrter havln.. pro\'ided tor B board of review which has final jurisdiction of 
RPPf'R I" 0' 81i1J11f'RRmt."nt of city taxeR, the question whether the 8sses..Qment is 
rxrefll8ive II not for thf' rounty to try.-WiI1iOO1S v. Saginaw, 51 M. 120. Where 
br IRW tn-pa!'era hRve the rllrht to present their claims for redlldion of taxation 
or va Illation n writing ond to make their proof. in support of such claim by 
nftMflvtt. the hoard of review have no power to retuse to consider such claim 
IInl.... tt... rlntmon18 apPt"or In person and submit to orat examlnation.-Mc
Mornn v. Wrl"ht, 74 M, Uft, Where charter provld"" thRt board of review during 
nort,.ln ,,",lIIlon. mOf ctlhfllfe value-II and that atter that time, It shall not increase 
any O"'''f'Mmrnt. an inereoMe attpr the period will void the assessment and the 
hUH If'vlrd tht"r~unrlt"r.-Auditor (ii'neral v. Sessions, tOO M. 843. In Avery v. 
F.. Sfta-lnaw, " M, '87, It was helrl that the city board of review cannot Increase 
Itn 8Mf'tl1i;mrnt "dthout notire to the party a8Ses~ed and glvin~ him opportunity 
to he hurrt. Rut the provisions of the chorter of Rny other city might vary this 
dC"Cialon In a almllar ("ue . 

. \ ... wer a_ment will not be .et n.irle on the grounrt that the construc
tion of the ""wer wa. not eml>raced within a report at the lult of one who 
dirt not avail hlm ... lf nf th .. rhrht to be heard thereon before common council 
" hkh loy the charter \\08 consUtutert a board of review with power to correct, 
.. t ulrte or ronnro. the a ...... ment_-S"I.on Y. Saginaw, 100 M. 650. 

AI to dlfl("retion of rommon Muneil to levy taxes for city purposes, see 
W.t .... Comml •• loner v. Common Con neil of E. Saginaw. aa M. 104. Collection 
of .-enersl tBll for proper city or village purp08e. will not be restrained on the 
.-mund that It ""11' ren"~red n""""ary by Improper use of funds.-Clee v. Village 
of Trenlon, 108 M. toa. Further "" to municipal taxation see Mitchell v. 
S ... aunee. III M, 858; Pioneer Iroo Co. v, Negaunee, 114 M. 480; People v. 
M"hRnIP'Y .• 1 M. '95. 

Sn;OI'l"IS OF TAX PROVISIONS OF ACT 8 OF 1895 PROVIDING FOR IN
CORPORATION OF ,'II.L\(;.:S: fH5-!"S9 C, L. '15. All villages subject to 
[ ntvillion¥\! or B .... -!.'U,s..!Jlt21J. EI~11on of treu8urt'r und IIAAe8sor.-~509. Clerk 
o rIP-port amnunt or tl1XH to he raj.wd to treoB8urV.-2fJo2. Duties of treasurer.

,tt,.s fl. f!;. ARNtt ...... r .hall prrfm m "nrh dutif'8 In relatiun to MMeFllillng property 
and le .. yin ... illalle tax ..... are prekrlbed by act.-Z017. Imposition of talf or 



164 GENERAL TAX LAW 

.osessment requires two-thirds vote of trustees elect.-2623. Assessment for side
walks.-2649; fur street imprQvements.-2651; for grading.-2655; for paving. 
bridges and culverts.-1I657-8; for sewers. drains and watercourses.-2664-2672. 
Abatement of nuisance to be assessed against premises.-2689. Assessment for 
cemeteries.-2695. Public improvements-board of assessors--special assessments. 
-2704-24; Act 89 of 1899. General corporation taxes: Purposes and limit.-
2726-82; assessment.-2733; review.-27840-7; certification by council.-2V88; appor
tionment and collection.-2789-2742; return of delinquent real property.-2743; 
sale an<,l redemption.-2744; suit for personal taxes.-2745; voting additional 
expenditures.-2748; appropriation of private property, assessment for benefits.-
2784n; enforcing special assessments.-2830. 

Village charters will not be so construed as to change the operation of the 
general taxing laws unless such intent is plainly expressed.-Howell v. Cassopolis, 
Sf. M. 471. Further as to village taxes see Boyce v. Peterson, 84 M. 490; Common 
C.ouncil v. Smith, 99 M. 507.' 

Provision of general tax law making it applicable to villages, etc., cannot be 
invoked to validate illegal action of village assessor which is governed by charter. 
-C!lmmOll Council v. Smith, 99 M. 507. 

See Sees. 29-81. 

Return of city SEC. 108. (4107) The authorities of any city or village, 
i':x~~iIlage . the charter of which does not so provide, may provide by 

ordinance for the return of all unpaid taxes on real' prop

Collection 
thereof. 

Judicial sale. 

State bids 
protected. 

Proviso. 

Acts of 
deputies. 

Compensation 
of county and 
township 
olllcers. 

erty to the county treasurer' in the same manner and with 
like effect, as returns by township treasurers. . The taxes 
thus returned shall be collected in the same manner as other 
taxes returned, as provided in this act. The authorities of 
any city or village which, by its charter, has the right to 
sell lands for unpaid taxes or assessments, may provide for 
judicial sale of such lands. Such sale shall be made on peti
tion filed in behalf of the city or village in interest, and shall 
conform, as near as practicable, to the provisions as to sale 
in this act: Provided, That whenever any lands are offered 
at such sale that have been bid tp the State at any tax sale 
made under the provisions of any general tax law, and upon 
which such bid or bids remain undischarged, any sale made 
of such lands at the city tax sale shall be conditioned upon' 
the payment of the tax lien held by the State on said land, and 
the sale so made shall be void if the tax lien held by the 
State shall remain unsatisfied. 

History:-Am. 1897, p. 262, Act 206, Eft'. Aug. 30;-C. L. '97, 8931. 
The provisions of a city charter required that when a petition shall be pre

sented the council shall determine by resolution the necessity of paving and re
pairing streets when the improvements are to the extent that a SJ)ecial assess
ment may be made. Held: (1) That the charter does not deny authority to the 
council to leyy and collect special assessments except when made on petition; (2) 
That the petition may be general in its terms, and requires no specified number of 
signatures. A requirement of a city charter that the council shall review a special 
assessment roll and consider the objections, and when satisfied with the same 
conOrm it by resolution, does not require any stated method of procedure. and 
the fact that a resolution conOrming the roll was adopted will be sutlicient.
Auditor General v. Hoft'man, 129 M. 541. 

SEC. 109. (4108) When an officer is authorized to do any 
act his deputy shall have the same authority, and such officer 
shall be responsible for the acts of his deputy. 

Hlstory:-C. L. '97, S932. 
Deputy Auditor General, Act 156 laws 1907. Deputy county treasurer.-2368 

C. L. '15. Deputy county clerk.-2488 C. L. '15. Deputy township treasurer, 
see Sec. Ill. Deputy township clerk.-2121 C. L. '15. , 

SEC. 110. (4109) Supervisors shall be allowed for. their 
services in assessing property, making tax rolls, and for ex
tending taxes thereon, at the rate of two dollars for each 
day actually and necessarily spent in making the same; the 
members of the board 'ofl'eview shall be paid at the same 
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rate per day for each day actually and necessarily spent in 
the attendance upon the board; the accounts for such ser
vices shall be verified, audited and paid as other township 
expenses. County officers shall be paid for services under 
this act by salary or otherwise as the board of supervisors 
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.. hall determine: Provided, That all cities in this State Proviso a9to 
"hall be exempted from the provisions of this section, and certain cities. 

the common council shall have power to fix and determine 
the compensation of the city assessor arid of his assistants 
and of the boards of review, boards of estimates, and all 
other like officers. 

HI.tory :-C. L. '07. 1981. 
County clerk whooe lalary I. bed at a specifted amount is not entitled to 

nddltlonal rom""nsatlon for servlCetl contemplated by act.-Gardner v. Newaygo 
('0. Su""rvi80rI. 110 M.... Net,eslary disbursements in pursuance of his duties 
are proper charge8,-lbld. 

See Sec. DO. 

SY-C. 111. (4110) Any township treasurer with the con- D~puty town
sl'nt of his bondsmen, which consent shall be in writing and ~~.::.. treas
"hall be filed with the clerk of the township, may appoint a 
deputy who shall possess all the powers and may perform 
all the duties of the treasurer. Such township treasurer and 
his bondsmen shall be liable for all the acts and defaults of 
such deputy treasurer. Such deputy shall be paid by the 
treasurer. 

HI.tory:-Am. 1807, p. ITl. Act 114, Eft'. Aug. 80;-C. L. '97, 8984. 

SEC. 112. (4111) ·If at imy time it shall be discovered Tal< payments 
that the treasurer of any township has received the tax as- ~~r~unted 
sessed upon property which has been returned delinquent, 
the supervisor shall have power, and he is hereby required 
to collect the same, in the name of his township, from such 
treasurer or his sureties, together with interest and charges: 

HI.tory:-C. L. "7, ... S. 

SEC, 113. (4112) It shall be unlawful for any person to Removal of 
cut or remove any logs, wood or timber from any lands sold r~,:::;:r ~~"to 
alld bid in by the State of Michigan, for the non·payment,of state. 
taxI'S, while the State remains the owner of such lands or the 
holder of any tax lien thereon by virtue of such sale, and 
it any person shall cut, or remove such logs, wood, or timber 
from such lands during the time aforesaid, the Auditor Warrant of 
General or his deputy shall issue a warrant under his hand, :r'!1Itfo~ ~n
In the name of the people of the State of Michigan, directed ure, etc. z
to the sheril'f of the county where such lands are situated. 
giving therein a description of such lands, the amount of 
such taxes with interest and charges thereon, then remain-
ing unpaid, commanding such sherit1' forthwith to seize such 

. logs, ,rood, or timber, wherever the lIame may be found in 
any county in this State, and to sell the same, or a sum
cient quantity thereof, to satisfy such taxes, with the inter
est and charges thereon and the cost of such seizure and 
lIale. The sherit1' shall receive such warrant and execute Duties of 
the same as therein directed, as in case of levy and sale ,on .herlft'. 
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execution, and make return thereof with his doings thereon 
to "the Auditor General, within sixty days after the receipt 
of the same, and pay over all money collected thereon to. the 
State Treasurer. The Auditor General may furnish the 
State trespass agent with lists or plats of land bid in by 
the State and reUlaining unpaid, and the said trespass agent 
shall examine such lands and promptly report to the Audi
tor General all violations of the provisions of this section. 
The sheriff and county treasurer of each county are hereby 
directed to report all such trespass, prohibited by this sec
tion, to the Auditor General, immediately, whenever they 

Duty of coun
ty and town
ship officers. 

shall have knowledge of the same, and any county 0\' town
ship officer having knowledge of such trespass shall report 
the facts to the sheriff or county treasurer. 

No Injunction 
to stay 
collection. 

History:-Am. 1895, p. 299, Act 15~, Elf. Aug. 30 ;-C. L. '97, 3936. 
Commissioner of State Land Office authorized to adjust trespass.-492 and 

576 C. J.. 115. Prosecuting Attorney to report trespass t~ Commissioner State 
Land Office.-58l- C. L. '15. Penalty for trespass.-576; 579; 14682; 15329; 
15582; 15417-8 C. L. 'IS. Trespass on public lands.-18229n, 15556-8 C. L. 'IS. 
Removal of buildings; fences, etc., suit for.-12929n C. L. 'IS. Action for trespass. 
18877n-14465r. (See St. John v. Antrim Iron Co., 122 M. 68); 13229n; 12328n; 
15562 C. L. 'IS 
Statutor~' citations above· include some which are applicable to lands pur

chased for taxes as well as those solely applicable to public lands. 
The right of action for a trt!spass committed on State tax land continues in 

the State. notwithstanding the fact t1lat after the trespass was committed the 
State transferred its title to the trespasser.-Blake v. Grondin, 141 M. 104. 

The timber cut from State tax land and the cause of action resulting from 
said cutting belongs not to the original owner but to the State.-Morse v . 
• '\uditor General, 148 M. 610. 

Where one acting in good faith intentionally intermingles property of his own 
with that of another of equal value and quality he does not lose title to the 
whole, but each party will be given his due proportion of the whole.-Keweenaw 
A!1Sociation v. O'Neil, 120 M. 270. As to the fraudulent admixture of logs, see 
Stephenson v. Little, 10 III. iSS., . 

It is the general rule that a defendant owning the title to land cannot be 
found guilty of trespass for peaceably entering upon the same.-Vetterly v. 
McNeal, 129 M. 507. 

Act 34, Laws of 1901, amends Act 223, 1889, providing for injunction to be 
iRSued to restrain waste on current taxes when they become a lien. See also 
Secs. 155, 156 and 157. '. 
. On a bill filed to enjoin a defendant from removing a house built partly on 
land eI .. imed by complainant and partly on land owned and occupied by de
fendant, the boundary line being in dispute, the only decree that can be rendered 
is one restraining waste, pending a rlet~rmination of the title in an action of 
.. jectment.-Cromwell l'. Hughes, 144 M. S. 

Act No. 210 of the Public Acts of \90S provides for a penalty for removing 
from any State lands, logs, ties. wood. bark. poles. shingle bolts. shrubbery or 
any timber whatever. 01" the l'emoval of any- buildings. fences, improvements 
or other property. 

A trespasser cutting timber on lands th .. title to which Is in the State under 
a valid tax sale, docs not by the purchase of the land from the State obtain 
t.tle to the timber cut before he purchased the land.-Allen v. Cowley, 128 M. 
5.0; Hi"key v. Rutledge, 186 M. 128. 

The whole theory of taxing laws is to vest the title in the State as betwe .. n 
itself and the original owner, but for the State, county and township, in pro
portion to the several taxes due to each. 

Moneys collected for trespass committed upon State tax lands and State lands 
. belong to the State, county and township in· proportion to the amount of tax ... 
olue each nt the time Sllel, Innds were deeded to the State, or became State tax 
homestead lands.-Alcona Supervisors v. Auditor General. 186 M. 180. 

Act 2~6 of the Laws of 1908, providing for the appointment of trespass agent, 
makes it the duty of such agent to watch all State lands, including the Tax 
H,omestend and State Tax Lands. 

This section does not appl}' to lands bid to the State on which the period of 
redemption has not as yet .. xpired:-Broadwell Y. Walker, 216 M. 210. 

S.]c. 114, (4113) No injunction shall issue to stay pro
ceedings for the assessment or collection of taxes under this 
act. 

History:-C. L. '97, 8987. 
Legislature may prescl'ibe remedy by injunction to restrain collection of taxes 

where it has provided complete remedy at Inw to recover taxes illegally assessed 
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or roliedO'd.-Eddy v. Town.hip of u.e. a M. 123; Canal & R)·. Co. v. Auditor 
(;'n.ral. 1. M. 151. 
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SEC. 115. NtH) The holder of any certificate of sale Injun~tion to 

IIhall, at any time after its h!RUe, ha\'e the right to an in· =r:.lD 
junction to restrain waste on any of the lands described in 
Much certificate where such lands are valuable for -timber, 
and the circuit court in chancery of the county in which such 
lands are situated shall have jurisdiction to grant such re-
Iipf on bill or petition, where no other relief is sought. 

lIi.tory :-c. 1.. 'P;. 'UR. 
A tre8pa. to IRod "'hi("h ia of a continuing nature. the constant recurrence of 

"birh '~nde" the rt"medy at law inadequate by multiplicity of suits, may 
"" rell"".d a .. ainst by Injunctioll.-Davies v. Township of Frankenlust. 118 M • 
... ; Hall v. S ... t.r. U2 M. 141. 

In an action lor "'8itte purchaser must prove that the acts complained of were 
Injllri .. to the 'reehohl.--Ward v. Carp Rh·.r Iron Co .• 41 1\1. 65. See further 
lUI 10 ,,-hat rontltitutetll wRste. 

See Black .. -ood v. Van Vliet, II lIf. 252. 

SEC. 116. (4115) If any supervisor or other assessing om- Wilfully 

n'r of any township or city shall wilfully assess any prop- =e!'.~~~t. 
crty at more or less than what he believes to be its true cash 
"alue, he shall be guilty of a mi!!demeanor. and on conviction Penalty. 
thereof he shall be punished by imprisonment in the county 
jail not eneeding one year, or by fine not exceeding three 
hundred dollarM, at the diSCl'etion of the court. If any board Wilfully 
whoMe duty it is to review the assessment of an assessing er,?neous 
(officer shall wilfully asse!!s property at more or less than its revIew. 

cash \'81ue, the member voting in favor of such action shall 
Beverally be guilty of a misdemeimor and on convicttion Penalty. 
shall be punished by imprisonment in the county jail Dot 
exceeding six months, or by fine not exceeding three hundred 
dollars, at the discretion of the court. 

HI.tory :-C. L. '07, lua •• 

SEC. 117. (4116) If any officer to whom any tax is paid Failure to 
IIhall fail to make proper entry and return of such payment, :;,,,:r~ pay

he shall be liable to any person injured, for the full amount of 
the injury, and if Buch failure is wilful he shall be deemed 
guilty of_ a milldemeanor, and shall, on conviction thereof, be Penally. 
punished by impriMonment in the county jail not more than 
six months or by fine not mor'e than three hundred dollar'J. 

\lloIor, ;-c. 1.. 'IT, 'UO. 
See P_le Y. Brlntr/lrd, II M. It. 

SEC. 118. (4117) Any person who, under any of the pro- Wilful f/llse 
('('Cdingl1 required or permitted by this act shall wilfully swear swe!'ring 
falllely, shall be guilty of p«>rjury and subject to its penalties. perju'!._ 

WltO,.,. ;-C. L. '17, ''' •. 

SEC. 119. (4118) Any officer who shall wilfully neglect; Oftl.lal 
or refuse to perform any of the duties imposed upon him by Ioeglect. 

this act ahall, when no other pro\'ision is made herein, be 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon.conviction thereof shall be 
llUnished by imprisonment in the county jail not exceeding six Penalty. 
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months, or by fine n.ot exceeding three hundred dollars, in the 
discretion of the court, and shall be liable to any person in
jured thereby to the full extent of the injury sustained. 

History:-C. L. '97, 3942. 
The last clause of this section places a personal liability upon the assessor 

in the event of any wilful neglect or refusal to perform his duties, whenever 
such neglect or refusal shall occasion loss or injury to any person. 

SEC. 120. (4119) The cashier of every bank and the secre
tary of every trust, deposit or security company, the capital 
of which is represented by shares of stock, shall on the sec
ond Monday of April in each year, file in the office of the 
county clerk of the county where the bank or trust, deposit 
or security company is located, a list of the names of the 
stockholders, the am.ount of stock held by each on the day said 
report is made, and their respective residences .. Immediately 
after the filing of such statement, the county clerk shall notify 
the supervisor of each township of the name of each person, 
if any, residing in his township holding shares of stock in: any 
such bank, or trust, deposit or security company, and of the 

Refusal to. amount thereof as shown by such statement. If the cashier of 
~~'ine:';~'r.ml9- any bank or the sec;retary of any trust, deposit or security 

company shall wilfUlly neglect or refuse to make and file in 
the office of the county clerk a list of the names of stock
holders, the amount of stock held by each, and their respective 
residences, as provided in this act, or shall wilfully make and 

Penalty. 
file any false entry iI,l. any such list, he shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and upon conviction he shall be punished by a 
fine not exceeding five hundred dollars or by imprisonment in 
the county· jail not to exceed a period of six months, or by 
both such fine and imprisonment in the discretion of the 
court. If the president, secretary, or chief accounting officer 
of any corporation, company or association, or any repre
sentative thereof, shall wilfully neglect or refuse, or shall 
make and verify any false statement to any assessing officer, 
the intention .or effect of which may be to escape taxation, 
such person shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and on convic
tion thereof. shall be punished by a fine of not less than one 
hundred nor more than five hundred dollars, or by imprison
ment in the county jail not to exceed a period of six months, 
or by both such fine and imprisonment in the discretion of the 
court. And any person who shall wilfully make and verify 
any such statement with the effect or intention to evade tax
ation, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction 
shall be punished by a fin.e not to exceed three hundred dol
"lars or by imprisonment in the county jail not to exceed a 
period of six months or by both such fine and imprisonment 
in the discretion of the court. . 

History:-Am. 1895. p. 299. Act. 154. Elf. Aug. SO;-C. L. '97. 8948;-Am. 1928, 
p. 256. Act 168. Elf. Aug. 30.. . 

Report of stocl{llolders.-See also 7988. C. L. '15 .. 

Auditor Gen- SEC. 121. (4120) The Auditor General shall, from time to 
f;~tl :~xP~~s time, as he may deem necessary, cause to be printed at the ex

. pense of the State, a sufficient number of copies of this act, 
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and such other laws in'force relating to the taxation of prop
erty, as may be requisite to a full understanding of all the 
duties of assessing officer, or other State, county or township 
officers, with proper side notes, index and forms of proceed
ings, 88 may be necessary and proper; to furnish one copy to 
each SUl>ervisor, assessor, township clerk and county clerk, 
and three copies to each county treasurer. Each copy shall 
be marked "State property." He shall transmit to each 
county treasurer, at the expense of the county, a sufficient 

169 

number of copies for each county, and every county trea!!urer Distribution. 
shall immediately furnish to the township clerk of each town-
ship five copies, to be distributed by. him to the officers en-
titled thereto. The Board of State Auditors shall examine Board of 
and audit all properly certified claims for services rendered f!ate~udi
and expenSeB incurred under the provisions of sections 121, au'J.it certain 
127 and 128 of this act, claims. 

H'stol')' :-C. L. "7. 1t44. 
Auditor ~ner81 to draw up and cause to be publisbed instructions for the 

lIOyemment of omcel'll concerned In the collection of the revenue; which shall be 
~~'::!~~,fe~"::; :h~c".e~~~ll'IIt~I~~wC·OI~"('?:I;1 ~.!'~s s:e~~ti~~bg:hth~n~ev~i~~~u~~ t~,~ 
State .. ma,. he requlred.-Sec. 2. Act .. of 1899. 

SEC. 122. (4121) It shall be the duty of the Auditor Gen- Blan!'". etc .. 
eral to provide and furnish in due season to the several ~'::'3tr~d by 
county clerks and treasurers, at the expense of the State, all General. 
forms, blanks and record books made necessary by this act, 
and it shall be the duty of said county clerks and treasurers 
to use the blanks furnished by the State or approved by the 
Auditor General, and no others. 

Hlatory:-C. L. '01. '9U;-Am. lUll. p. 52. Act as. Eft'. Aug. 14. 

SEC. 123. ( (22) In order to perfect the records of taxes Return of 
ilJ the office of the Auditor General, and for the other pur- ~':.".tesl~f2 ~91 
poses of this act, it shall be the duty of each county treasurer, Auditor 
immediately aftcr the passage of this act, to make a full and General. 
complete transcript and return of all lands returned as de-
linquent for taxes for the years one thousand eight hundred 
and ninety·one and one thQusand eight hundred and ninety-
two, not already made, and a full and complete transcript of 
nIl moneys received, sales made and recorded, and all Other Return of do
thin~1I had or done under the provisions of act number two ~nl!S of county 
hundred of the public acts of eighteen hundred and ninety- reasurers. 
one, entitled "An act to provide for the assessment of prop-
erty and the levy of taxes thereon and for the collection of 
taxes heretofore and hereaCter levied, and to repeal act num-
ber one hundred and ninety·live of the session laws of one 
thousand eight hundred and eighty·nine, except as provided 
in this act, and all other acts and parts of acts in anywise 
contravening any of the provisions of this act," approved 
July se\'enth, eighteen hundred and ninety·one. Upon the re- Record ot 
ceipt of such transcripts and lists, the Auditor -General shall returns. 
cause them to he recorded in his office, in the proper books 
therefor, 8S such delinquent tax lands were by law or custom 
recorded prior to the pasllage of such act above mentioned. 
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Copies of The Auditor General shall require of each of the county 
records, etc. treasurers of this State, and such county treasurers are here

by directed to furnish on demand copies of all records, de
crees, -certificates, redemptions, sales, minutes and informa
tion to enable the Auditor General to perfect such tax records 

Duties of in his office. A like demand may be made on eacli of the 
county clerks. county clerks in this State and shall in like manner be com
Sllpervisors to plied with by each of such clerks. Each county treasurer and 
~~~~::t:nd county clerk &hall receive such reasonable compensation for 
clerk. the extra services required by this section as may be allowed 

by the board of supervisors, to be paid out of the county 
treasury. 

History:-C. L. '97, 3946. 

Duties of 
Auditor 
General. 

SEC. 124. (4123). From and after the passage of this act 
the Auditor General shall perform all the duties in relation 
to taxes levied, assessed, collected and returned delinquent, 

Not r~quired sold or to be sold as required by this act: Provided, It shall 
~~tJed::':e un- not be necessary for him to sell or order resold, advertise or 
der 1891 law. l'eadvertise, and revise or renew any act done by any officer 

County treas
urer's deeds 
valid. 
Cancellation 
and reissue 
of deeds. 

or court under and by virtue of the said act heretofore men
,tioned in the preceding section, but all such proceedings and 
acts shall be recognized and held to be legal and valid under 
this act, subject, however, to the provisions of section 98 of 
this act. In all cases where deeds have been issued by county 
treasurers, any such deeds shall be valid and of such force 
and effect a~ if issued by the Auditor General, bilt the Audi
tor General may cancel any deed so made by any county treas
urer, on the request of the hQlde.r .thereof, and issue a new 
deed signed by the Auditor General or his deputy as in this 

Sale under act provided. And for all lands advertised and sold by any 
Iml~ • • b 
valid. county treasurer under the authority granted III saId act e-

All future 
proceedings 
to be under 
this act. 

Vested rights 
undisturbed. 

fore mentioned, such advertisement and sale 'shall be held 
legal and valid, but all such proceedings and all proceedings 
necessary to be had hereafter in relation to such lands and 
taxes shall be had under the provisions o~ this act. 

HistorY:-AIll. 1895, p. 800, Act 154. Eft'. Aug. 80;-C. L. '91. 3947. 
The action of the head of an executive department of the State is not judicial 

and therefore not subject to direct proceedings for review.-Ambler v. Auditor 
General. 88 M. 746. 

Section Villi dates deed executed by county treasurer under Act !OO of 1891 
for Illnds assessed under law 1889. the title to wbich was in the State at the 
time of sale by county treasurer.-Hoft'man v. Pack, Woods Co., 123 M. 74. 

SEC'. 125. (4124) All rights which may have accrued to 
any person, as well as all rights which have accrued or be
come vested in any individual, corporation, municipality, or 
the State, under any of the heretofore existing tax laws of the 
State which have been amended, modified, changed or re-' 
pealed, shall not be affected, changed or destroyed, but the 
same shall remain in force, subject to review and enforcement 
in the courts of this State, and for the completion of all pro
ceedings heretofore begun for the collection of tax~s or the 
enforcement of all the requirements of such laws. 

HistOl')' :-c. L. '97, 8948. 
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SEC. 126. (4125) That act number two hundred of the Act 200. ~ub
public acts of eighteen hundred and ninety· one, entitled "Ali :~c9t"i:p~aled, 
act to provide for the assessment of property and the levy 
of taxes thereon, and for the collection of taxes heretofore 
and hereafter le\'ied, and to repeal act number one hundred 
and ninety·th'e of the session laws of one thousand eight hun· 
dred and eighty·nine, except as provided in this act, and all 
other acts and parts' of acts in anywise contravening any of 
the prm'illions of this act," approved July seventh, eighteen 
hundred and ninetY'one, and all other acts and parts of acts Contravening 
in anywil'4e contravening any of the provisions of this act, be ~~~:t 
and the same is hereby repealed : Provided, That such reo Proviso. 
peal shall not del!troy or affect any rights which may have 
accrued or may hereafter accrue under such acts or parts of 
nct8 while the same ,,-ere in force, 

motory :-s .... I of Ad If! of 1905, al80 repeals Act 200 of 1891. 
See Blackwood Y. Van Vliet. 10 M. 118, 

ISSPECTIOS ASD DISPOSITIOS OF STATE TAX LA!lmS. 

SEC. 127. (4126) Lands delinquent for taxes for any five Certain state 
~-ears, where said lands ha\'e been sold and bid off to the 'State ~~:dd·aban_ 
for the taxes of one or more of the said years, and then so doned, 
held. and no application having heen made to pay. purchase 
{Jr redeem the said lands for said taxes and no action pend-
ing to set aside such taxes or to remove the cloud occasioned 
thereby, shall, within the meaning of this act, be deemed 
abandoned lands, unless such lands are actually occupied by 
the perl'4on having the record title thereto, Any lands de-
linquent for taxes for a period of five or more years, and said 
land!! ha\'ing been sold and bid in by the State and held by 
the State for the taxes of any of said years, and no applica-
tion having been made to pay, redeem or purchase the same, 
and no lIuit pending to set aside said taxes or remove the 
cloud from the title occlUlioned thereby, shall be subject to 
the provil'4ions of this Rection, Whenever it shall appear by 
the records in the Auditor General's Office that any lands are Title of .tate 
delinquent for ta.xes for five years or more an~ that said ~bs:::,"f:" land. 
lands hne IH'en bid oft' to the State one or more bmes by rea-
Mon of lIuch delinquent taxeR, and that the time of redemption 
of lIuch Rale or lIale!'! has expir(>d and .that no application has 
h(>(>n made to pay. to redeem or purchase the same, and it 
"hall appt'ar that no action is pending in the circuit court of 
the county whl're lIaid lands are situated to set aside the taxes 
or rpmm'l' the rloud on the titlp orcaRioned thereby, the title 
to the Statl" IIhall be deemed absolute in and to said lands; 
and it shall be the duty of the Auditor General and the Com- Examination 
millsioner of the State Land Office to cause an examination of of land •.. 
IIlIcb landll to hI" made as soon as pra(·ticable. to ascertain 
their "ahl(, and if abandonl"d, Ppon the examiner filing a 
certifiratf' all to lIaiel f'xaminatioll and the occupancy of said 
I'rf'mi .... ·M. anel the ('('I'tificate of the county clerk of the county Examiner'. 
whet'e Maid lands are Mituatl'd, in the office of the Auditor alndk~unt~· 
Gem'raI, showing that no suit is pending in said county to ~::;a:,,""r-
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set aside aJ;ly of said taxes or remove the cloud occasioned 
i?etermina- . thereby, the Auditor General and the Commissioner of the 
~~n J'';ne~~dl- State Land Office shall determine what lands so examined 
~nd co~mis- come within the provisions of this section, and record their 
~t':.~:r'L~nd determination in a book to be kept in the office of the Auditor 
Office. General for that purpose. The finding and determination of 

What to 
show. 

the Auditor General and the Commissioner of the State Land 
Office shall show: . 

First, A description of said lands; 
Second, The years for which they have been returned de

linquent for taxes; 
Third, The time or times bid off to the State, and the taxes 

for which said bid was made; 
Fourth, Whether said lands are occupied or abandoned; 
Fifth, Whether or not any suit is pendi;ng in the county 

where said lands are situated to set aside the taxes, or any 
of them, or to remove the cloud occasioned thereby. 

Limitation of The determination of the. Auditor General and Commis
contest. sioner of the State Land Office in that regard shall be deemed 

to be conclusive as to the facts therein stated, unless suit is 
instituted to vacate the same within six months, as herein

Auditor Gen- after provided. Within ninety days after such determination 
:[:f~s deed to the Auditor General shall make a transfer by deed of all lands 

. so determined by the Auditor General and said Commissioner 
of the State Land Office to come within the provisions of this 
section to the State of Michigan as to an individual, as pro

Recording 
and tiling. 

Suit to 
vacate. 

Payment of 
taxes condi
tion prece
dent. 

vided in section seventy-two of this act so far as said section 
is applicable. Said deed or deeds shall be delivered to the 
Commissioner of the State Land Office, who, after having said 
deed or deeds recorded in the register of deeds office, of the 
county where the lands are situated, shall file the same in his 
office. Upon the execution and delivery of said deed or deeds 
to the Commissioner of the State Land Office, said commis-
sioner shall hold said lands as State lands, subject to·the pro
visions hereinafter contained. And no suit shall be instituted 
to vacate, set aside or annul the said determination of the said 
Auditor General and the Commissioner of the State Land 
Office made as aforesaid unless instituted within six months 
after the determination aforesaid. Any person desiring to file 
It bill or institute a suit to vacate the findings of the Auditor 
General and Commissioner of the State Land Office, as pro
vided in this section, shall first pay to the Auditor General 
all delinquent taxes returned to the Auditor General on the 
lands in question. together with all interests. costs and 
charges, and shall purchase and pay for all bids and titles 
held by the State to such lands by paying therefor the amount 
bid by the State and all interest and legal charges thereon, as 

Disposition provided in section eighty-four of this act. The money so re- • 
otaldmoney ceived by the Auditor General shall be paid into the general p • 

fund of the State and in case the determination of the Audi
tor General and Commissioner of the State Land Office should 
be set aside and held for naught, and the taxes. or any por
tion thereof, shall be adjudged invalid for any of the reasons 
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Met forth in section sel·enty·six of this act, then in such case 
the Auditor General shall return to the person entitled there
to lIuch taxes, or any portion thereof, as shall be so adjudged 
invalid for the reasons aforesaid, and in case the title is held 
valid the money so received shall be divided between the State, 
county and township pro rata according to the taxes paid, 
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the same as in other cases. Any suit. instituted for the pur· Suit in Ing· 
pose of setting aside the determination aforesaid may be com. bam county. 

menced in the circuit court of the couuty of Ingham. It is Duty of 
hereby made the duty of the county clerks of the several coun. county clerks. 

ties of this State, on inquiries by the Auditor General, to fur· 
nish to laid Auditor General a certificate showing whether 
or not any such suit is pending in the circuit court of the 
counties, a8 above referred to, relating to any lands described 
and referred to in the inquiry of the Auditor General. 

Hi.tory:-Am. 18". p. 101, Act 15'. Eft'. Aug. 'O;~. L. '97. 8949;-Am. 1899, 
p. 151. Act 107. Imd. Eft'. June 8;-6ee P. A. 1901. p. 110, Act 84. Eft'. Sept. 17. 
See. '111 C. L. '15. 

Landa ... Id for the last tbree consecutive aales under ta", law of '89. sub
ject to provlolon. of this oection If al80 bid to the State at aale of Decem"'r, 
I •••• nnd". thll act.-<:onn. M. L. Ins. Co. v. Wood. 115 M. "4. 

To eonatttut .. a continued pOll8e88ion It Is only necessary that It should bave 
_n luch .1 the own.,. of that kind of real estate (remote pine lands) ordl· 
II.rilr .. ,.., .... I_.-Safl'ord v. 8uto, 4 M. 408. 

Where delinquent tall lands are transferred to the State by the Auditor Gen· 
eral In punuance of Sec. U7. Act 107 of 1899, u "barren. swamp or wortb-
1_ landa." the JOint action of the Auditor General and Commi""ione. of the 
!ita Ie Land Olllce ........ 0' be let tuide on a Ihowing made by the owner at the title 
thAt luch Jand. were not barren, swamp, worthless or abandoned.-Semer v. 
Wild", et al .. 11. M. 5... . 

The Auditor General deeded certain delinquent ta", landa to the State as ta", 
hom...tesd land and theoe land. were omitted from the _ment rolls the tal· 
lowinc ),"",. Reopond"nt claimed tbat the actlou in deeding the lands to the 
Stale .. ta", hom ... tead land. .... void. and by reason of those lands being 
omitted from tbe ._m"nt rolls it was compelled to pay more than its share 
Clf tbe'las I"vy. Held, (I) That the title ... ing in the State, the State could 
properly IPsempt the Innd from ass"""ment. and tbat the omission of the land 
from _ment by lbe olllHr of the township. actinw In good faith under In· 

:~u~::=n~r;:.~ :!:n~r'rnr t~i~':,=~~gdi~ai~ot t~tI~':esW~n t.;,~ I~v:. va\rJI':h:~ 
lhe dec .... under which tbe State obtained title.-Audltor General v. Sage Land 
.. Impronmrnt Co~ UI M. I~'. 

The owner of the IIInd beld by the State for unpaid taxes cannot set up tbat 
a .u~ .. ent .. Ie to the S ... te for unpaid ta", ... la void by reason of the failure 
of the S"'le to make the land ltate homestead land.-Audltor General v. Carpenter. 
II' M ••••. 

Wbere land Ito deeded to tbe State by the Auditor Gene.al as ta", bomestead 
land. tbe Stal" doeo not ~me a ''purchas..r'' of the land deeded within the 
m .. anlnl' of the provlolon ot the ... '" law limiting the time within which the 
~!!~:atfl~':N~r:. title may bring action for a reconveyance.-Morse v. Auditor 

The Audito. Gene.al cannot d.,.d tou: land. to the State as ta", homestead 
~M~~~~r~!~rlO~S~!~!~ ... ~. ,:,,,t~. t!~~ permitted for redemption by the owner. 

~~II:: ul:;:n ~'i!:1::'~~~" lI~eotead landa, doeo not place lands adually 

Where land ....... pled .. one parcel I, """-<1 In two descriptions maklnw up 
the lot, Ihat portion of one of the deocrlptlons not """"pied br. the house I. sub
ject to entry •• tu bom...tesd land.-M.,..,.her v. Dumas et a .. 141 M. 88D. 

The power of the A udjlor General to can<el under Section Ie doeo not ar,pJy to 
d~. I .... ed nnder the homeol".d provision. at the tall law.-<:omm s.ioner 
!ilale Land om"" v. Auditor G..ueral. III M. 147; Jackson, LanslnA' .. Saginaw 
B. R. Co. Y. !>olamon Lum ... r Co •• U' M. 104. 

Thlt d"l., of mo.e thlln ninety daya In tiling the deed after determination 
II made dDel not •• eel tbe conclu8lyen_ of the determination that the lando 
a .. u .......... pled.-D." ...... r Y. Rlc-hIIrd80n et a1 .. 148 M. 517. 

The determination I. a claosiftc-ation ot lando and 10 no eense a Judicial act. 
-Grlllln Y. .. .. nnedy et al .. I" M. a .... 

Complainanl·. bHl chllrwed defendant L. wltb fraud In nqlectinA' to pay 
I"". and Pmcurlnll a horn .... ..ad certificate to land leased to L. by complainant. 
1 he dIPfendant Bet up thllt tbe pl'O<'eeCllop to let aoId .. the homestead certltlcate 
bad not ~n com_n<ed within the time provided for by otatute, and that com
plainant'. bill did not ltate payment of delinquent ta", ... by complaiaant. Held, 
That complainant'. failure to pay the tu: ... Ito not a defense to the fraud c:bar ..... 
_11IIIt d"f .. ~nt L.-Dlson Y. Ludlnctoo et al.. 110 W. II'. 
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Lands. deeded State under Sec. 127 "are not lands granted to the State. except 
in a most technical sense for, though the Auditor General does execute a deed 
to the State, he holds them in the first instance for the State, which has pur
chased them for delinquent taxes."-Gibson v. Land Commissioner, 121 M. 49. 

Act 84, Laws 1903. Sec. 4161 C. ·L. 1915. 

AN ACT to define and perfect the ·title to certain State tax homestead lands 
and to limit the time for bringing actions in regard thereto. 

Tlte People of tlte State of Michigan enact: 

SECTrON 1. After the expiration of six months from and after the time when 
nny deed made to the State under the provisions of section one hundred twenty
seven of ~ act two hundred six of the public acts of eighteen hundred ninety-three, 
being the general tax law, and acts amendatory thereto, sball have been re
corded in the office of the register of deeds for the county in which the land so 
deeded shall be situated, the title of the State in and to l:he same shall he 
deemed to be absolute and complete, and no suit or proceeding shall thereafter 
be instituted by any person claiming through the original or government title 
to ~ set aside, vacate or annul the said deed or the title derived thereunder: 
P1'Omded, That as to all lands heretofore deeded to the State under the provi
sions o( said section one hundred twenty-seven of said act two hundred six 
of the puhlic acts of eighteen hundred ninety-three, the title of the State thereto 
shall be de.emed to be absolute and complete after a period of six 'montba from 
the taking effect of this act, and no suit or 'proceeding shall thereafter be in
stituted by any person claiming through the original or government title to 
set aside, vacate or annul said deed or deeds or the title derived thereunder. 

Where lands become homestead tax lands by the determination of the Auditor 
General and the Commissioner of State Land Office, the fact that the deed con
veys the title by sections rather than by forties is not fatal to the title.-Jack
son, Lansing & Saginaw Railroad Co. v. Solomon Lumber Co., 146 M. 204. 

The determination of the Auditor General and the Commissioner of the State 
Land Office under the homestead provisions of the tax law, is not open to 
collate.al aUack after the expiration of six montba from the determination.
Jackson, Lansing & Saginaw Railroad Co. v. Solomon Lumber Co., 146 M.·204. 

A squatter's right to land by adverse possession by the sale of the land to the 
State for delinquent taxes as well as the rights of the original owner and the 
sale by the State to the original owner started a new chain of title against 
adverse possession. and claim of adverse possession must run for the statutory 
period from the beginning of the new title in order to give title by adverse 
possession.-Grand Rapids Trust Co. v. Doctor, 222 M. 249. 

SEC. 127a, When a description Of land is delinquent for 
taxes for any five years, and said lands have been sold and 
bid off to the State for taxes of one or more of said years and 
then. so held and is otherwise subject to transfer by deed to 
the Public Domain Commission as provided by the preceding 
section, and said land or any part of the same is also held as 
State tax land or as a State bid for taxes of one or more 
years, with other descriptions of land that are not delinquent 
for the taxes of five~ or more· years, the Auditor General may 
transfer by deed to the Public Domain Commission those par
ticular parcels or descriptions of land that are otherwise sub
ject to the provisiOnS qf section one hundred twenty-seven of 
this act. 

History:-Added by Act 302 of 1917. Elf. Aug. 10. _,. "". ... -Ii ~, ~, ,I • A '" -

SEC. 128. (4127) The register of deeds for each county, 
upon delivery to him for that purpose of the deeds mentioned 
in the preceding section, shall record the same in his office 

. and return such deeds to the Commissioner of the State Land 
Office: The register~ of deeds for recording such deeds shall 
receive the sum of fifty cents each from the State Treasurer 
Qut of any funds not otherwise appropriated, upon allowance 
of his account by the Beard of State Auditors. 

History:-C. L. '97, 8950 ;-Am·. 1899, p. 158, Act 107, Imd. Eft'. June 8. 
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SEC. 129. (4128) The Commissioner of the State Land Rerord in 
Office shall make a list or entry in books in his office of such g~~. Land 
lands, separate from other State lands, showing the amount 
of taxes due and the years for which such lands were delin~ 
quent for taxes, the date of inspection and by whom in-
spected, and when deeded to the State; also when, to whom, 
and upon lI'hat conditions sold or disposed of, as hereinafter 
pro\-ided. 

IIlotory :-C. L. "7. 1851. 

SEC. 130. (4129) All taxes charged against such lands in Cancellation 
the oftice of the Auditor General at the time they are deeded ~ certain 
to the State shall be canceled, but no part of such taxes due xes. 
to the township or county shall be charged to the State, but 
the State, county and town~hip respectively shall bear the 
.. hare of loss on such taxes that properly belongs to each, 
and the Auditor General shall make a list of all such lands in Notiftcation 
t'ach county on or before the first day of March in each year ft county b 
and transmit such list to the county treasurer a'nd the county A~~1~:rs y 

treasurer shall serve, or cause to be served, upon the super- General. ~ 
\'isor of the township in which such lands are located a copy ~~rnt ~~ 
of the list of lands in such townships as furnished to said supervisor. 
treasurer by the Auditor General. Said supervisor shall pro-
duce said lil.t to the board of review while in session for the 
purpose of re\'iewing the assessment roll. The supervisor Lands deeded 
shall omit and cancel from his assessment roll all said lands ::;:~~:3 ~m 
so deeded to the 8tate, as Mhown by said list, and it shall also assessment 
be the duty of the board of review, when in session, to compare roll. 
the asset1l!ment roll of the towm.hip with the list so furnished 
by the county treasurer, as aforesaid, and correct all mis-
takes, and said lands so deeded as aforesaid shall not be liable Sucb land not 
to any assessment. for any purpose until the same are again t"fd'ble until 
sold and deeded by the State, and notice of said sale and so . 
deeding given to the county treasurer by the Commissioner 
of the State Land Office, as hereinafter provided. 

Hlotory :-C. L. '87. 1152 :-Am. 1"00. p. US. Act 107. Imd. Ell'. June 8. 
Drain la. and oped,,1 a ........ m.mlll cannot be laid on tal[ homestead lands. 

'>ntil an .. r d.-..d i_ues.-Opinion Attorney Coen .. ral. 1900. p. Ill. 
A. to ...... t ..... or not the provision in Sec. 110 that "all taxes charged against 

o .... h land. in the 0 .... of 110 .. Auditor Gt'nnal at the time tht'y are deeded to the 
~tate ahall be (1In",IIPf"". ufen to 8.fI8eMmenta tor special purposes, quere.
Cue v. Ot,. ot Sa,.inaw. ItO N. SA7. 

Wh .... land. ar .. ronvry .. d to the Stale b,. the Auditor General tor delinquent 
t ..... and no .ppU .. atiuD for bometlteadinl' had bern received and such land 
IJeMlme .ubj"'" to .. Ie and was ronveYM to the ori«inal owner wbose interest 
t ....... in load bern c:omplt'tt'ly cut 011' by deedin,. of the land to the State; hi. 
'.urcb ..... from II... S181. " .... trd in him &n al ..... i"le titlt'.-Grand Rapids Trust 
('0. v. Oot-tor, ttl M. tn. 

SEC. 130·a. In case any homestead entryman shall die, or When deed 
"hall abandon and desert his wife for a period of one. year, executed to 
Lefore making final proof of the fulfillment of such contract, ... 'do .... etc. 
hi8 right and fee shall inure to the benefit of the widow or 
tof luch abandoned and del!erted wife, who shall be entitled 
to complete the fulfillment of such contract, and upon estab-
lishing the fact of such death, or of such abandonment and 
delW'rtion, and of the fulfillment of such contract, such 
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widow or ab/mdoned and deserted wife, as the case may be, 
shall be entitled to a deed of such lands from the state, 
which shall be executed in the same manner and shall be as· 
valid for all purposes, as though such deed had been exe
cuted to the original entryman. All deeds heretofore 
executed to such widows or abandoned and deserted wives 
are hereby ratified and confirmed. 

HistorY:-Added 1923, p. 445, Act 277, Elf. Aug. 30. 

SEC. I30-b. In case of the death of both the father and 
mother leaving a child or children, the right and fee of such 
parents .in any such lands shall inure to the sole benefit of 
the minor. chil4 or children, if any, and if there be no minor 
child or children, then to the benefit of the other child or 
children of such deceased parents. The executor, adminis
trator or guardian may at any time within two years of the 
death of the surviving parent, sell the lands for the benefit 
of such minor child or children, but for no other purpose, 
and such child or ehildren or such purchaser shall acquire 
the absolute title to such lands and shall be entitled to a 
deed from the state upon making final proof of the fulfill
ment of the original entryman's contract, which shall be 
executed in the same manner;. and shall be as valid for all 
purposes, as though such deed had been executed to the orig
inal entrymlln. 

History :':"-Added 1923. p. 445. Act 277, .Elf. Aug. 80. 

SEC. 131. (4130) All such lands shall be held by the 
Commissioner of ·the State Land Office subject to entry as 
homestead lands unless withheld and reserved in the manner 
following: The Commissioner of the State Land Office and 
the Auditor General, acting jointly, may reserve and with
hold from entry under the homestead right such portion of 
the lands deeded by the Auditor General to the State under 
section one hundred twenty-seven of the act number two 
hundred six of the .Public Acts of eighteen hundred ninety
three and acts amendatory thereto as, in their opinion, may 
not be advantageous to open for homestead, and they may 
withhold and reserve such land from entry for so long a time 
as in their opinion will best subserve the interest of" the 
State. The said Land Commissioner and Auditor General 
shall affix a minimum price upon all land so reserved and 
withheldJ or which may hereafter be reserved ·and w-ithheld. 
All such lands withheld from homestead entry shall be 
offered for sale by said Land Commissioner at prices to be· 
discretionary with him : Provided, That in the sale of these 
lands so reserved and withheld, the same rules and regula-

. tions as provided in act number twenty-one of the Public 
Acts of eighteen hundred seventy-three, entitled "An act to 
require the Commissioner of the State Land Office to give 
public notice of the restoration of reserved and forfeited 
State" lands to market"" shall govern, and no bid shall be 
accepted for" less than the minimum price affixed by such 
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Land Commissioner and the Auditor General. The proceeds Proceeds, 
. from any such sale shall be accounted for to the State, ~:nt:d for. 
county and township in which said lands are situated pro 
rata according to their several interests therein, arising 
from the non-payment of taxes thereon as such interest 
shall appear in the office of the Auditor General: Provided, Proviso, 
That in case any lands of the United States government, any ::l~ ~~n"d'~
corporation, individual or individuals, as provided by act 
one hundred ninety-three of the Public Acts of nineteen hun-
dred eleven, and located in another county, shall thereafter 
be sold, the proceeds therefrom shall be accounted for to the 
State, county and township in which the lands thus trans-
ferred in exchange ,therefor are located, pro rata, according 
with their several interests therein arising from the non-
payment of taxes, as such interest shall appear in the office 
of the Auditor General. If any person shall apply for any Application 
lands subject to entry as homestead, or any part thereof not for lands. 

to exceed in quantity one hundred sixty acres, or if within 
the limits of the plat of any city or village, not to exceed 
the contiguous lands in anyone block, or two contiguous 
parcels of unplatted land, for anyone person so applying, 
and shall file an a1lidavit that such person 'desires such lands Affidavit. 
for actual settlement, for the purpose of a homestead, the 
Commissioner of the State Land Office shall, if in his judg' 
ment, the application is made in good faith, issue a certifi· Certificate. 
cate to such person for such land upon the payment. of the 
lIum of ten cents per acre, conditioned that such person shall Condition. 
reside upon said lands for the period of five years and im-
prove the same: Provided, That in case such lands are in- Proviso, 
eluded in the plat of any city or village or of any subdivi- platted lands. 

sion of or addition to any city or village, the land that may 
be taken as a homestead by any person shall be contiguous 
and shall not exceed one block, according to such plat, or 
two contiguous unplatted parcels, except where such city or 
village lands have been bid to the State by government de-
8cription, in which case no person shall receive a certificate 
for more than one government description, and in the case 
of any luch lands the amount paid therefor shall be the 
Hame for any parcel less than one acre as for one acre as 
prO\'ided in this section. At the expiration of such five years Final proof. 
sucb pt'rBon shall be entitled to make and shall make proof 
of the fulfillment of sucb contract within three months in 
lcuch manner as the said Commissioner of the State Land 
01lice may prescribe. And when such proof is made to the n...,ds. 
sati8faction of said Commissioner of the State Land Office 
110ch pt'1'8on ahall be entitled to a deed of such land from the 
State, executed by the Commissioner of the State Land Office 
on behalf of the State, which deed shall be in such form as 
the Commissioner of the State Land Office shall determine; 
the said deed shall be witnessed and acknowledged, and shall 
be entitled to record in the office of the register of deeds in 
the proper county, in the aame manner and with like effect as 
other deed8 are duly witnessed, acknowledged and certified. 
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Such deed shall com'ey an absolute title to the lands sold, 
and shall be 'conclusive evidence of title in fee in the grantee, . 
and it shall be the duty of the State of Michigan to defend 
a.nd prosecute all suits brought to protect such title, and the 
State shall pay all costs adjudged against the homesteader. 

Rules subject Such homestead lands shall be subject to the same rules and 
to. regulations now in force as to other homestead lands not in

consistent with the provisions of this act. Persons who have 
heretofore taken up homestead lands under this section, hav
ing made the first payment required by this section, and hav
ing resided upon and improved the same since they entered 
thereupon, are hereby relieved from making any further pay
ments to the State: P"ovided further, That nothing in this 
section shall be construed to entitle any person or persons 
who have heretofore entered such lands to the return of any 
part of the payments heretofore made by them: And Pro
vided further, That any person who has purchased and en
tered into possession of any lands as a homestead, under 

Further 
proviso, con~ 
struction of 
section. 
Further 
proviso, fee
simple title. 

and by virtue of the provisions of this section, as originally 
passed, or as amended when said lands had been bid off to 
the State and were held by the State for the taxes of one 
or more years, and said lands were delinquent for taxes for 
three or more years, shall, on performing the other condi: 
tions of said section, as amended, receive a deed therefor, as 
herein provided, and shall be deemed to have a good, suffi
cient fee-simple title to said premises, to all intents and pur
poses the same as though said lands had been bid off to the 
State for a consecutiYeperiod of more than three years, as 
originally provided in section one hundred twenty-seven of 
said act. And in all cases where the lands-have been taken 

~j~tm.ent. as a homestead as set forth in last foregoing proviso, all 
IImltattons of. actions of ejectment or to recover .possession of said lands or 

to set aside the title of such homesteader by any person, firm 
or corporation claiming the original or government title, 
shall be commenced within six months after this act shall 
take effect, and not afterwards. Said person, firm or corpo
ration shall before commencing such proceedings pay to the 

Delinquent Auditor General all delinquent taxes returned to the Audi
~~ to be tor General on the lands in question, together with all inter

est, costs and charges, and shall purchase and pay for all 
bids and titles held by the State to such lands by paying 
therefor the amount bid by the State and all interest and 

Deposit of 
money re
ceived. 

Return of 
money. 

legal charges thereon, as provided in section eighty-four of 
this act. The mone! so received by the Auditor General 
shall be deposited in the State Treasury to the credit of the 
State, county and township wherein said lands are situated, 
in proportion to the amount of taxes due to the State, county 
and township upon said lands; and in case the State's title 
to the land shall be declared valid, then the taxes and 
moneys so paid by the person, firm or corporation institut-
ing such suit of ejectment shall be returned upon the order 

State to de- of the Auditor General, less the costs of such suit. And it 
fend, etc. shall be the duty of the State of Michigan to prosecute and 
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defend au ita and pay costs as herein provided: And Pro- Furt~er 
rUled further, That after the said land has been so held by Wb:~oiands 
the State of Michigan subject to entry as homestead land, open to sale. 

for three years from April one, eighteen hundred ninety-nine, 
for all land already deeded to the State and for three years 
or more from the date of the deed for all land hereafter 
deeded to the State under section one hundred twenty-seven 
aforesaid, and where no application has been made to home-
IItead certain descriptions of said lands, then and in such 
case said lands concerning which there has been no applica-
tion to homestead shall be open to sale and purchase as here-
inafter provided. In case written application shall be made 
to the Commissioner of the State Land Office to purchase any 
description of said lands so held by the State for more than 
three years, as herein stated, it shall then be the duty of the Appraisal of 
Commissioner of the State Land Office to examine and ap- land. 

praise the value of the land so offered to be purchased as 
aforesaid. The Commissioner of the State Land Office shall Record of 
make a record of said appraisement in a book to be kept in appraisal. 

his ornce for that purpose_ After such examination and ap
llraisement, if there has been no application to homestead 
said lands, it shall be competent and the Commissioner of Sale of 
~he State Land Oftice is hereby authorized to sell such de- land. 

scription of land to any person so applying for the purchase 
thereof, but at not less than the appraised valuation, and he 
shall not be authorized to sell to anyone person over two Limit ~f ld 
hundred and forty acres of said land. Incase of the sale amoun so • 

of said lands, the Commissioner of the State Land Office Deed. 
shall execute and deliver to the purchaser a deed in such . 
form as be may determine, which shall convey to the pur- Interest 
chaser the same interest as is provided for a deed where said conveyed. 

lands ba\'e been homesteaded as provided iIi this section. All Disposition 
moneys received by tbe Commissioner of the State Land of moneys. 

OtHce upon tbe Bale of said lands as provided under the last 
above pro\'iso sball by bim be deposited in the State Treas-
ury to the cred.it of the State, county and township wherein 
said lands are situated in proportion to the amount of taxes 
due to the State, county and township upon the land so sold 
by tbe Commissioner of the State Land Office at the time of 
the conveyance to the State of such lands. 

HlltoTy:-Am. 1897. p. ltu, Art 160, Eft'. Aug. 80;-C. L. '07, 105B;-Am. 18tt, 
p. U4. Act lOT, Imd. Eft'. J"ne 8;-Am. JUOl, p. 188, Act HI, hnd. Eft'. May 17;
Am. IOU, p. 151, Act !08. Eft'. A "II'. 14. 

Me !ift-. 4.8. C. L. '15 ... to title obtained under this section. 
Imrru,·t"mf'nu on any lucb landa he-Id uncler certificate are 8.!J8essnble as per~ 

Mlna proawrty. See Sfto. JII. For manner of 81i18t"8sment see Sec. ". 
A hoon ... t~8d entry .. ""ts no title, but glv .. a rlll'ht of """session which may 

~ .. ~~edt':)' :::"t:~::'~~t~Wi::~)' p:~<I.,J~.r.roti~:::e~;u:~d r~~a~t ~8Cee~e'1f,~ 
time when entry W .. I made.-F. & P. M. R. R. Co .... Gordon. 41 M. 420. The 
ret .. ntlon of homestead rlll'hts thoulrb the part)' live el""where temporarily, i. 
larlrely • matter of l"Ontlnulnw Intent, and I. a fact to be proved like an), other 
fact.-Hoft'R1ftn ". Bu ... hman. t5 M. 588. The duratlon of a man'. absence from 

~::':d':.~J":t"' •• d:""ho':!.I'!l~~~n-':~,."': ~a::,~~::~i~~ ~"7"o~ption that he has 
Wbere land O<Mlpled .. one pa ..... 1 I ..... E'8S4!d In two det!Criptiono making up 

the lot. that portion of one of the det!Criptionl not occupied b)' the house I. 
I"bjert to entry ... tn hom .... ead land.-Meall'her y. Dum ... et nl .. 148 M. 889. 

Set-tlon 181 of tbe Gt-n .. rBI Tu Law B8 amended b), Act 107 ot 1898 requiring 
the Commissioner of the State Land Oilice to lome a certificate to aD nppli-
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cant for homestead tax lands when "in his judgment the application is made in 
good faith." vests In the commissioner the power to determine the good faith 
of the application. and vests him with a discretion which will not be reviewed 
on mandamus.-Beebe v. Commissioner of State Land Office. 187 M. 48. 

Section 181 of the tax law providing for payment by plaintill to the Auditor 
General of all delinquent taxes .as a condition. precedent to contesting a tax 
deed or sale by the State, does not apply to sales of tax homestead lands to 
others than homesteaders.-Morse v. Auditor General, 148 M. 610. 

Homesteaders are protected by provisions of Section 78 and 104.---Conn. M. 
L. Ins. Co. v. Wood, 115 M. 4". 

The limitation of time within which actions can be brought to recover posses
sion or to set aside title of the homesteader is not confined to cases where tbe 
homesteader has obtained his deed, but is retroactive and covers any case where 
one claims under a valid homestead certiflcate.-8emer v. Wildey et aI., 138 
M. 569. 

Summary proceedings before the circuit court commissioner will not lie to 
dispossess the original ownet in possession of tax homestead lands, the remedy 
being in ejectment.-Dull v. Hall, 158 M. 518. 

Title obtained by a homesteader may be confirmed In an action to quiet title 
as against the owner of the original title.-Olsen v. Williams, 172 M. 816; Olsen 
v. Williams, 185 M. 294. 

Purchaser of tax homestead lands obtains an absolute tltle.-Beuthien v. Dillon, 
160 M. 896. 

Act 180, Laws .of 1907. 

AN ACT to provide for refunding to purchaser the price paid to the State 
on sale of land by the Commissioner of the State Land Office, under section 
one hundred thirty·one of act two hundred six of Public Acts of eighteen· hun
dred ninety-three as amended by act one hundred forty-<Jne of Public Acts of 
nineteen hundred one, in cases where the land sold did not belong to the 
class of lands liable to sale thereunder; for cancelling the conveyance of such 
lands to the State and restoring the tax liens thereon in favor of the State, 
which were erroneously cancelled. 

SECTION 1. Any purchaser of land from the State of Michigan at any sale 
heretofore made, or that may be hereafter made by the Commissioner of the· 
State Land Office under section one hundred thirtY-<Jne of act two hundred six 
of the Public Acts of eighteen hundred ninety-three, as amended by act one 
hundred forty-one of Public Acts of nineteen hundred one, may petition the 
Auditor General for a refund of the purchase price paid by him for such land 
in cases· where the land so purchased did not belong to the class of lands liable 
to sale by such commissioner under said acts. 

SEC. 2. In any case where it shall be shown by due proof, satisfactory to the 
Auditor General, that land purchased by the petitioner in manner set forth in 
paragraph one of this act was in fact actually occupied by the person having 
the record title thereto at the time of making and recordin/f the determination 
relating thereto by the Auditor General and the CommissIOner of the State 
Land Office under the provisions of act one hundred seven of Public Acts of 
eighteen hundred ninety-nine, and at the time such sale was in fact made to 
the petitioning purchaser, and that such purchaser never obtained possession or 
any beneficial use of such land and that he acquired no title thereto by such 
purchase for the reason that, at the date of such determination and such sale, 
the same was 'in faet occupied land, within the meaning of the statutes under 
which said sale was assumed to be made to such purchaser, the Auditor General 
shall cause the money paid therefor to the State of Michigan to be refunded 
to the purchaser with interest thereon at six per cent per annum. 

SEC. 8. In case the deed executed and delivered to the petitioning purchaser 
by the Commissioner of the State Land Office on such sale shall not have been 
recorded, the same shall be delivered to the Auditor General for canceHation. 
If such deed has been recorded such petitioning purchaser shall execute and 
deliver to the Auditor General a release of said land to the State of Michigan 
and shall pay to the Auditor General the cost of recording the same in the office 
of the register of· deeds of the proper county, and it shall be the duty of the 
A uditor General to cause such release to be so recorded. 

SEC. 4. The Auditor General shall thereupon cancel the conveyance of said 
land made by the Auditor General to the State of Michigan by issuing a cer
tlficllte of error in such proper legal form as may be required by the recording 
laws of the State of Michigan, and shaH cause such certificate of error to be 
recorded in the office of the register of deeds of the proper county; and shall 
thereupon restore the tax liens in favor of the State of Michigan upon said 
land, which were erroneously cancelled at the time of the conveyance of the 
same to the State by the Auditor General, and said tax liens and the State bids 
thereon shall continue and shall have the same force and validity in every respect 
as if such erroneous cancellation had not been made. 

SEC. G. The State and county and all municipal bodies within such county 
shall respectively bear and be charged with their share of such refund in the 
same proportion that the proceeds of any sale cancelled under the provisions 
of this act was divided among or apportioned to said several bodies. 

Deeds under this section convey an absolute title to the purchaser and a writ 
of assistance Is the proper remedy to put the purchaser in possession of the land. 
-{:hido v. Williams, 180. M. 867. 

Purchasers under this section ohtain an absolute title.-Darrow v. Minneapolis, 
St. Paul and Sault Ste. Marie R. R. Co., 188 M. 664. 

\ 
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SEC. 132. (4131) Lands held under such contract shall Improvements 
not be a.II8essed until the State has gil'en title to the occu- _ble, 

pant thereof, but impro\"ements upon any such lands may be 
usessed as personal property, as in the case of other part 
paid lands. 

HI.tor7:-C. L. '17 ... ". 

SEC. 133. (4132) Whenever any person has perfected his Notice of 
title to any such lands, and a deed for the same has been ri~r!ecting 
issued by the State to such person, the Commissioner of the . 
State Land Oftice shall so notify the county treasurer. of the 
proper county that such lands are again and thereafter tax-
able lUI other lands. And they shall thereafter be assessed When assess
to such owner or occupant as other lands are assessed for all able. 

pUrposeS. The county treasurer shall' serve, or cause to be List of lands 

ser\"ed upon the supervisor of each township in which such ~sl:l':per
lands are located, on or before the fifteenth of April, a copy visor. 
of the list of lands in his to"'lDship, so furnished to said 
county treuurer by the Commissioner of the State Land 
Oftlce. Said supervisor shall produce said list to the board 
of review, while in session, for the purpose of reviewing the 
assessment roll, and all such lands shall be placed upon the 
assessment roll: Procided, That if any homesteader upon Proviso. 
any of the lands 80 deeded to the State and held for home-
stead entry shall surrender his certificate to the State for 
the benefit of any other applicant, and if such new appli~ant 
shall be granted a certificate, the said lands shall become 
"ubject to a8SeSsment as real estate after the expit:ation of 
fi\"e years from the original entry. 

Historr:-C. L. '11, '''5:-Am. 18", p. 158, Act 107. lmd. Ell'. June 8;-Am. 
1"1, Po It, Act .. , Imd. Ell'. April ... 

SEC, 13.&. (4133) All moneys received by said commis- Proceeds • 

.. ioner for 'Inch lands shall be turned over to the State Treas-
urer and placed to the credit of the general fund, and all ex- Expenses. 
pensel incurred shall be audited by the Board of State Audi-
tors and paid out of the general fund. 

lliatory :-C. L. '11, "51. 

SUPPLE)IESTARY. 

8.:c. 135. (.&134) 'When any deed, land contract, plat of Recording 

nny to,,'n site, village or addition to any town site, "illage :ra'kll~::!u. 
plat or city, or any other instrumoot for the conveyance of etc. 
title to any real estate, is presented to the register of. deeds 
of any county in this State for record or filing in his office, 
be shall require trom the person presenting the same a cer- R""ster to re
titlcate trom the Auditor General, or from the ~ounty t~eas- ~~!eor::: 
llJ"f'r of the county, "'hether there are any tax hens or htles ment of 
held by the Stah', or by any indh'idual, against such piece taxes, etc. 
or d(>8cription of land "ought to be com'eyed by "uch instru-
ment, and that all taus due thereon have been paid for the 
tl\"e years preceding to the date of such instrument, and in 
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default of the presentation of such certificate he shall not 
record the same until such certificate is secured and pre-

Noting sented. The register of deeds shall note the fact upon said 
c~rtificate. deed that said certificate has or has not been presented to 
When register him when such instrument is presented for record, and in' 
~~:~~J~fuse to case the person presenting such instrument shall refuse to 

procure such certificate, he shall endorse that fact upon said 
instrument, over his official signature, and shall refuse to 

Proviso.. l'ece~ve and reeord the same: Provided, That the provisions 
of this section shall not apply to the filing of any town or 

Exceptions. village plat for the purpose of incorporation, iu so far as the 
land therein embraced is included in a plat already filed in 
the office of the register of deeds, or in so far as the descrip
tion of lands therein is not changed by such plat, nor to the 
filing of any copy of the town, village or city plat in- case the 
original plat filed in the office of such register of deeds has 
been lost or destroyed, nor to any sheriff's or commissioner's 
deed eXecuted for the sale of lands under any proceeding 
in law, or by virtue of any decree of any of the courts of this 
State, nor to any deed of trust by any assignee, executor or 
corporation executed pursuant to any law of this State, nor 
to any quit claim deed or other conveyance containing no 
covenants of warranty; nor to any land patent executed 

" by the· President of the United States, or the Governor of 
this State, norto any tax deed made by the Auditor General; 
nor to any deed executed by any.railroad company convey
ing its right of way, provided such deed is accompanied by a 
certificate of the Auditor General showing that all specific 
taxes due. from said railroad company have been paid, to 

Penalty. and including the year in which such deed is executed. A 
violation of the provisions of this section by any register of 
deeds shall be deemed a misdemeanor, and upon conviction 
thereof he. shall be fined not to exceed one hundred dollars, 
and he sb,all further be liable to the grantee of any instru
ment so recorded for the amount of damages sustained, to be 
recovered in an action for debt in any court of this ,state. 

History:-Am. 1895, p. 301, Act 154, Elf. Aug. SO;--C. L. '97. 3957. 
The evident purpose is to secure collection of taxes and the selection is not 

void under Sec. 20, Art IV, Constitution.-Van Husan v. Heames, 96 M. 504. 
Provisions of section not an infringement of property rights.-Td. 

"That all taxes due thereon for the five years, etc .. refers to taxes appearing 
lIpon the records of the Auditor General or coullty treasurer alld the certificate 
must be made from the facts 'shown by those records. The instrument is en
titled to record unless the certificate shows that all taxes have not heen paid 

.for the five years previous to its date; and sale to individuals is payment of 
the taxes for which the land was sold. The certificate neer! not specify the un
paid taxes nor the outstanding tax liens or titles, but only whether there are 
or are not any of each.~Van Husan v. Heames, 96 M. 504. 

A certificate issued by the county treasurer under the provisions of Section 
'135 of the tax law, (Section 4184 C. L.) limits the certification to the precedinjl" 
five years, and is not such a certificate as will authorize the auditor general 
to set aside a sale for taxes under Section 98 of the tax law for taxes of more 

"than five years prior.-Welever v. Auditor General, 148 M. Bll. 
Fee of county treasurer for certificate, 15 cents, and five cents for each de

scription.·-2875 C. L. '15. Am. by Act .178 Laws of 1908. The cbarrge made 
hy the Auditor General for certificate is fifty cents where the instrument does 
not contAin more than two or three descriptions, but is governed by the provisions 
of Sec. 200 C. L. '15, and consequently ·where the instrument contains n· huge 
nnmber of descriptions an additional charge is made. 

The ]'ecord of an instrument not by law entitled to record is notice to no 
on e.-Dutton v. Ives, 5 M. 515; Galpin v. Abbott, 6 M. 17. 
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Blanko for rounty trellJlure",' .,.,rtiOcat ... under this section are furnished by 
the Auditor General. It I. f~uently made evident that unapproved forms are 
uwd in aome collRtiee, in certain indances the certiftcate showing to more than 
Ihat the tuea for the ftve yea", preceding the date of the Instrument to be 
rerorded have heen pRid. Such a certiOcate i. not B rompliance with the law 
nod i. tr~quently mi~leadinr. Sale tor tuxes to an individual i8 a payment of 
the tn, but thi. legal canclu.lon not being properly understood. a certificate 
.howlnC' 00 more tllan that the taxes are paid is understood by many as show-
1"1\" that the lond hal not heen sold for ta" ... and otten leads owners to neglect 
redemption. and C<ln~quently to a 1088 of their titl.... The certiftcate should 
contain 8 deweriptjon of the lands, should show whether or not Uthere are 
ftny tal( lien. or titles held by the State." should state affirmatively or nega
tively wh.e'ther ·*thE're are any tax liens or titles held by any individual." and 
wMthrr ttlt' taxes for the Itve rears pre<'eding the date of the instrument, are 
paid. It the taxeo for the preocri""d period are shown to be paid, the instru
ment II rntitled to rfi..,rd. although there may be Rny num""r of tax titles held 
by Individuals or hy the State. provided none of the latter are for taxes of 
.,Iher of the live yean preceding the date of the deed (not of the certiftcate). 
If asked for, anti the statutory fee paid. the certiftcate should be i88Ued, whether 
It .00 .. the inliltrument to be r .. osonable or not. 

A tal( hlotory cannot be lulJstituted for this certificate. nor should the cer
tillcate recite what Iienl or tau. there may be against the land, such sbowing 
heln .. provided for by the .tatutes providing for makin .. tax histories and for the 
fres ther.'or. 

Certillcale loollid he filed ... ith R .. glster of D.ed.. It need not be rerorded but 
8 .,.,rtldeat .. of the fRct, ... to prrsenlation sbould be rerorded with deed.-{)pinion 
Attoney General, 1896, p. 121. ' 
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SEC, 136. Any person may purchase at any time prior to Purcbase of 
the first day of January, eighteen hundred and ninety-four, ~'::~ r:~d as 
any parcel or dpscription 'of delinquent tax lands, bid in lands fiv~ 
and held by the State for five years prior to the annual tax r:a[:uror 

!lale in the year eighteen hundred and ninety, by paying to 
. the State Treasurer or to any county treasurer not less than 

fifty per centum of the orif.{inal taxes assessed thereon, and' 
on all lands so hl'ld by the State for more than five years by 
paying not less than twenty-th'e per centum of the taxes 
originally aSMesl!ed thereon, without any further charges 
therefor. 8uch purchaRl'r Mhall receive a certificate as pro-
vided in section Reventy-one of this act, and if said lands are Certificate 
not redeemed within one year after the date of said certifi- and deed. 
cate shaH be entitled to a deed from the Auditor General, as 
provided in case of lands sold under this act: Provided, 
That such flaIl'S so made and the certificates and deeds so Sale does not 
~iven shall not be conRtrued to remove or destroy any lien ~o,,:t:~ lien 
for taxe8 delinquent on such lands subsequent to the year sequent taxes. 
ei~hteen hundred and ninety, but such taxes shall continue 
R lien, and the lands shall be sold in all respects as provided 
by law for each such subsequent years. The money re- Distribution 
('eivpd from S81t'8 made under this spction shall be divided of proceeds. 
by the Auditor General, pro rata, between the township, 
county and State. as may belong to t'ach, and shall be paid 
to pa('h in the mannl'r providpd in this act. The Auditor Cancellation 
General and thl' s('\'('rnl county trl'asurers shall cancel onf!x~~maIning 
their hookR all the halance of taxetl, charges and interest . 
againRt the land so lIold. The funds received from sales 
made under this section shall be paid into the general fund 
of the townMhipll, county and State respectively. 

Historr:-Thl ....... Ion ..spired b)' Ito own limitation JamUlry I, 1804. 
SEC. 13i. (U3:i) The ('ircuit ('ourt may. on application, 'ivr.ito of 

put the pun'haRer of any lands sold under the provisions of ....... tance. 
this act in pOMMCIIMion (If the prt>miRl's hy writs of 3RRistance. 

HiBtory:-{'. I •• "7, 1058. 
A demantl for the .......... ion of land made upon the agents of a corporation 
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who are in the actual occupancy thereof is a sufficient foundation for an appli
cation for a writ of assistance against the corporation.-Ball v. Ridge Copper 
Co., Il~ M. 7. Further as to writ of assistance see Sec. 70, 72, and Berkey v. 
Burchard, 119 M. 105. 

Defendant purchased the property in question at a. sale under a decree and 
was put in possession by a writ of assistance, to which writ plaintiff had 
filed answer that the decree was void for want of· jurisdiction for reasons 
specifically set out, and which answer had heen overruled. Held, that the 
,'alidity of the decree was necessarily involved in the determination of the 
application for the writ of a.. .. istance; and hence, having been once submitted 
to a competent tribunal, plaintiff cannot retry it in ejectment, or discovering 
additional grounds on which to attack the jurisdiction. On an application for 
a writ of assistance it was competent for the opposing· party to show that the 
rlecree on which such application was based was void for want of jurisdiction.
Peters v. Young et 'al .. 122. M. 484. 

'fhe question of title cannot be tried through an application for writ of as
sistance.-Flint Land Co. v. Grand Rapids Terminal Railway, 141 M. 821. 

SEC. 138. (4136) All lands which have been returned to 
the Auditor General as delinquent for taxes under the pro
visions of any general tax law in force prior to the passage 
of act two hundred of the public acts of eighteen hundred 
and ninety-one, and upon ~hich the taxes are now or shall 
hereafter remain unpaid and which have not been sold for 
such taxes, and all lands so returned which have been here
tofore sold for such delinquent taxes, and upon which the 
sale or sales so made shall have been or may hereafter be set 
aside by any court of competent jurisdiction, or shall have 
been or may hereafter be canceled, as provided by law, shall 
be subject to disposition, sale and redemption for the en
forcement and collection of such tax liens in the method and 
manner provided in this act for the disposition sale and 
redemption of . .lands made subject to the provisions of this 
act by section sixty thereof: Provided, That nothing in this 
section contained shall be held to provide for the sale of any 
lands heretofore sold, if the sale thereof shall have been set 
aside or canceled for any reason affecting the validity of the 
taxes' for which the land was sold: Provided further, That 
the court may in its discretion, where equity appears to so 
demand, enter decree of sale for the taxes for any year prior 
to eighteen hundred ninety-one, for the amount of the taxes 
found valid~ without including the charge for interest there
on as provided by law: And provided further, That if ten
der of the amount assessed against any land for taxes of 
eighteen hundred ninety, or any prior year is made to the 
Auditor General, together with the collection fee and the 
charge for expenses as provided by law, at any time before 
the first day of the month preceding the month in which sale 
is ordered to be made, he shall issue receipt therefor, and 
cancel any State bid under which said land is held for said 
year and in such case the State, county and township shall 
bear the. loss of accrued interest in proportion to their sev
eral interests therein. 

History:-Added 1899, p. 249, Act ·169, Imd. Eff. June 28. 
Payment under this section cannot for any· purpose be deemed to be a pay

ment as a condition of purchase, but is a voluntary payment, and can only be 
made to Auditor General. 

See Auditor General v. O'Connor, 88 M. 464. 
In proceedings to set aside decree for the sale of lands for, unpaid taxes. 

the fact that irregularities may appear in the prior proceedings furnishes no 
obstacle to. enforcing tlle State's lien for a tax equitably due to the State anEi 
chargeable to the lands sought to he subjected to State lien, provided that thete 
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bo enoug" In the p~lnp to obow that tbe levy of said tax Is authorized.
Auditor G.n.raI Y. Gridin, 140 M. 'IT. 

TI» II ... 01 the State for unpaid taXe8 is not lost by reason of the repeal of the 
law under ..-hieb the lien Wild acquired and failure to immediately provide in a .u ..... u.nt law for means of enforcing the law.-.Auditor General v. Carpenter, 
118 M ••••• 
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SEC. 139. (4137) The Auditor General may cause an ex· tancellation 
ami nation to be made of the proceedings under which any of 3tate ~i~f 
lands bid to the State, and which have not been deeded by iann~"h:I~ . 
the Auditor General were sold for delinquent taxes and bid under invalid 
to the State under the provisions of any general tax law, and sales. 

if he shall find that such sales or the decrees under and by 
virtue of which such sales were made were in contravention 
of any provision of the laws in force at the time such de· 
crees were entered or sales made, he may cancel such sales 
and proceed at any time to enforce the collection of such 
taxes nnder and in accordance with the provisions of this 
act, as in the case of lands returned or sold thereunder. 

HI.tory :-Added 1890. p. 161, Act JeD, Imd. Ell'. June 28. , 
Landa .. Id on void decr...... or void proceedings and sales cancelled are re

d.lvertlae<l and .ubject .. Iely to 138 and 188. The taxes cannot be paid at 
tre •• urer·. odi .... or atatementa made by county treasurer be binding upon Audi
tor General to correct if erroneous. The Auditor General had authority to 
Include the land In .ubooequent petition.-Schulte v. Auditor General, 181 M. 676. 

The requlrem.nt of tbe recording of the court'. order under Sec. 62 is not 
Jurisdictional an aa to Im'alidate the tax sale, on account of failure to record it 
at len,"h.-Burn. v. Ford, 12' M. !7'. 

SALKS UNDER LAW OF 18f5: Law pro.pective only and sale under it for 
tn .. a-.-eel under law 1882 Is abooolutely void.-Hall v. Perry, 72 M. 202; 
McNaulJhlon Y. Marin, 72 M. n8. 

Int.r""t on tax ....... esaed under drain law 1885.-Tile Co. v. Snyder, 81 M. 
115: Bump Y. Jepson, 108 M. 8'1. 

Wbere the board of supervisor. voted salaries to the .herill' and other odicers, 
and .uch ealarl .. were Included In the tax levy in 1886, tax deed. based thereon 
Ire yold.-Collin. v. Ilea, 127 M. 171. 

A oale of real .. tate for the tax .. of 188t under the tax law of 1885, authori.
InlJ tbe oale of real estate for taxes, confero no title on the purchaser, as the 
act I. proopectlve. and does not apply to taxea accrued prior to Its passage.
Nowlen v. Hall. U8 M. 17'. 

SALES UNDER LAW 1888: As to aervlce of subpoena, see Coyle v. O'Connor, 
If! M. 511. 

Under ta" law of 18~' a failure to aerve a .ubpoena upon the owner of 
land. relurned .. dellnquE'nt I. not, fatal to the Jurisdiction of the court where 
the land I. returned .. "unknown" .. the county obtain. jurisdiction to enter 
:ta:,;re~T:::,I~i~t y~UH~tf:=''':'aobt.. P:7~:cauon of the notice required by the 

S,"LF.s L'NDER LAWS OF 188. AND 1898: Land bid to State and 80 held 
cannot be Included In lubooequent proceedings for sale.-Conneetlcut Mutual Life 
InaurnDce Co. v. Wood. 115 M ... , (applicable to sale 1880 to 1898, Inclusive). 
lJut tn deed rannot be attacked In collateral proceedings on thia Ilround,
"',"ln8ular Savlnp Bank Y. Ward, 118 M. 87. The provision under wblcb the 
dod.lon In Conn. M. L. In •. Co. Y. Wood waa rendered was eliminated by tbe 
am .. ndment of Sec .• 1 In 1899. 

Dtorree will be let aolde and deed I .. ued thereunder vacated where' court failed 
to olt for the llnot ft"" da,. after the day bed for hearing (by Sec. 50. l.aw 
..... and Sec. 68. Law 1881. before amendment of l89.).-Youngs v. Clark. 
"I M. uo. Wh.re the Onh da)' fall. on Sunday decree cannot be entered until 
the followlnlJ Monda)'~McGlnley Y. Calumet and Hecla Minlar Co •• 121 M. 88; 
hall .. Munaon CO. Y. Auditor General, 111M. 88. 

Decr ... entered In leu than live dRYI from date bed for heartn!!, Is void RS 
to t..... who did not appear or otherwlae waive right to apply for further 
t;me,-Walt Y. McMillan, 111M. 85. 

Whera (under Sec. 00 before amendment of 1819) day IIlled for hearlnlJ waa 
September It Rnd jud"" w.. not present on that day, but aent order to 
adjourn to Sept .. mber loth and It waa done and court waa In .... ion on the 
loth and th .. n adjourned to October " ... hen decree waa entered: Held. that 
court did not ..-quire Jurl.dlction to IOnter decree. owner being entitled to live 
court dR)'. I not nocesaarlly ron ....... Uve) In whlcb he can make It appear to 
tbe court that be baa been prevented from IIlIng objectiona.-Mlller v. Brown, 
IIIM.1&7. 

See. '1 (before amendment 1808) doea not require tbe court to be actually 
In _Ion. and wben the court waa adjourned from day to dllY for the pur. 
_ of allowln, protest to be IIled and the decree was not algned until ofter 
the IInb day. 110 ohjeetiOD could be raiaed.-Gateo v. Johnson, lSI M. Ida. 
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Where the time fixed for the hearing of the petition was Novemher 10 and 
the court was il' session continuously from that day to November 14. inclu
sive. and then adjourned until Monday the 16th, when the decree was made 
and entered, it is held that this is sufficient under Sec. 66, Law of 1893 (before 
amendment of 1899).-Brown v. Houghton Mineral Land and Mining Co., 123 
M.1I7. 

Omission of dollar mark in Ta", Record.-Millard v. Truax, 99 M. 157. 
The record in this case shows that the 15th day of Octoher, 1895, was fixed 

by the court for l.earing the Auditor General's petition for the taxes of 
-1898; that on that day the court, hy an order, adjourned all proceedings until 
the 29th day of October, following; that court was in session Oct. 29, 80 and 
31, and which day tax matters were heard; that court continued in session Nov. 1 
and 2, when it adjourned sine die. On the 15th of November the decree was 
signed as of the 31st of October. Held, that there was ample time to file 
objections under the· ruling iu Miller v. Brown, 122 M. 147.-Allen v. Crowley, 
128 M. 530. _ 

A decree of sale (before amendment of 1899) rendered within five days after 
the da.y fixed by the hearing is void as to persons who did not appear, or 
otherwIse waive the right to alJply for further hearing. Following Peninsular 
Say. Bani< v. Ward, 118 M. 87, and McGinley v, Mining Co., 121 M. 88.-Aztec 
Copper Co. v. Auditor General, 128 M. 615. 

Where time fixed for hearing was Nov. 11th a decree entered Nov. 16th was 
not premature.-Brown v. Napper, 125 M. 117. 

Sale to State in 1894 and 1895 was set aside by the Auditor General on -his 
own motion' and lands readvertised in 1902. The subsequent sale to Griffin 
attacked on the ground the Auditor General had no authority to set aside 
the sales to State under first decrees. Held, that the action of the Auditor 
General in setting aside the Ilrst sale was not prejudicial to owner.-Blondin v. 
Griffin, 1S3 M. 647. 

SALES UNDER LAW 1893: Pnrchaser under Sec, 84 (before amendment in 
1899) lIlust pay all taxes that are a lien on the land (whether returned or not), 
and ti!is .amount he is bound to know, and must produce evidence that they 
are-paId If such be the fact.-Hughes v. Jordan, 118 M. 27; Cockburn v. Auditor 
General, 120 M. 648. 

When certain «pplicants to purchase State tax lands had not paid township 
taxes then due, but made showing said taxes had been paid, and it appearing 
that such -payment was by checks and made by subsequent applicant prior to 
his application to purchase, but that at the date of the application of the 
prior applicants said checks had not been_ paid, but that they were paid before 
the subsequent applicant's application was made to purchase: Held, that the 
subsequent applicant was entitled to deed.-Moore v. Auditor General, 122 M. 599,· 

t-. decree entered on the Auditor General's petition for the sale of delinquent 
taxes before the expiration of five days in term, is not a fatal irregularity and 
does not avoid the decree provided the court remains in session sufficiently -long 
to afford the statutory, opportunity for objections to be heard.-Goodell v. Auditor 
General, 148 M. 240. 

Where the Auditor General cancels tax sales and obtains a new decree and sells 
thereunder, such sale under the subsequent decree destroys the cbaracter of the 
lands as State tax lands for the previous years; the rigbt of the owner to 
redeem aUaches and the lien of the State may be divested by redemption.
Morse v. Auditor General, 143 M. 610. 

Where the State deeds to a purchaser for unpaid taxes and at tbe time of 
sale the State holds no liens for prior years for delinquent taxes, it cannot. after 
such sale. set aside prior sales, refund the amount paid. and assert the demand 
against ~uch subsequent purchaser. In such case, if a sale is set aside and 
a refund made, the premises are discharged from the lien for those years.
Auditor General v. Clifford et aI., 148 M. 626. 

This section does not. relieve the purchaser of the land at subsequent sales 
from the purchase of the tax lien for prior years cancelled.-Auditor General 
v. Sherman, 186 M. 157, 

A void sale does not discharge the lien. If the sale is void for any reason 
that does not affect the validity of the taxes the lien remains and it is the 
duty of the Auditor General by subsequent petition to proceed to foreclose.
Auditor Geno!ral v. Newman, 185 M. 288. 

The Auditor General may set aside a sale for delinquent taxes on account 
,of a defect in the publication and resell the land,-Rumsey v, Griffin et al., 188 
M,415. 

Hearing fixed fo~ September 21, 1896, but not presented to Register in Chan
cery until November 11, 1896, when it was countersigned and entered. The 
September term opened September 21, and court was in session nineteen full 
days before November 11. It was not a decree before it was received by the 
Register, Seller v, Botsford, 9 M. 490; Newbould v, Stewart, 15 M. 155; Kingsbury 
Y. Kingsbury, 20 M. 215. Held, That a decree is not premature if the court 
WU-8 in session five days even tl.ouglr decree was entered inside that time. Same 
l>olding in Goodell v. Auditor General, 148 M. 246. 

The Auditor General is authorized to cancel tax sales which are invalid because 
of defects in notice, process or decree; and the sale is equally void whether he 
takes such action or not.-Clothier v. Miller, 178 M. 580. 

SEC. 140. (4138) No writ of assistance or other process 
for the possession of any land the title to which has been 
obtained under and in pursuance of any tax sale made after 
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the twenty-ninth day of August. in the year of our Lord 
eighteen hundred ninety-seven; or of any sale of state tax 
landa or state bids made after the said twenty-ninth day of 
August, eighteen hundred ninety-seven, except where such 
title shall be obtained under the provisions of section one 
hundred thirty-one of this act shall be issued until six months 
after there shall ha,-e been filed with the county clerk of the 
county where the land is situated, a return by the sheriff of 
.. aid county showing that he has made personal service of a 
notice, or proof of substituted service thereof, as hereinafter 
provided. upon the person or persons appearing by the rec-
ords in the office of the register of deeds of said county to be 
the last grantee or grantees in the regular chain of title of 
such lands, or of any interest therein, at the date of the de-
livery of such notice to the sheriff for service, and upon the 
person or persons, if any there be, in the actual open posses-
Ilion of such lands at the date aforesaid, and upon the 
grantee or grantees under the tax deed issued by the Audi-
tor General for the latest year's taxes then appearing of rec-
ord in said registry of deeds, and upon the mortgagee or 
mortgagees named in all undischarged recorded mortgages 
or any assignee or assignees thereof of record at the date 
Ilforesaid. and upon the holder of record of all undischarged 
recorded liens, which shall be substantially in the following Form of 
form: notice. 

To the owner or owners of any and all interests in, or 
li~ns upon the land herein described: 

Take notice, That sale has been lawfully made of the fol
lowing described land for unpaid taxes thereon and that the 
llndel'lligned has title thereto under tax deed or deeds issued 
therefor, and that you are entitled to a reconveyance there
of, at any time lrithin six months after return of service of 
this notice, upon payment to the undersigned or to the reg
ister in chancery of the ~ounty in which the lands lie of all 
sums paid upon such purchase, together with one hundred 
per centum additional thereto, and the fees of the sheriff for 
the st'rvice or cost of IlUblication of this notice, to be com
puted as upon personal service of a declaration as commence
ment of suit, and the further sum of five dollars for each de
scription without other additional costs or charges_ If pay
ment 8S aforesaid is not made, the undersigned will institute 
proceedings for possesllion of the land. 

Description . _ . . . . . . . . . . .. Amount paid ............ . 
taxes for 19 ..• 

(Signed) .................... .. 
Place of business ...................... . 

Prot·ided., That if the grantee or grantees, or the person or Proviso, 

Jlerso~s holding the interest in said lands as aforesaid, shall ~ri~t~~ 
loe reSIdents of any county of the state other than the county counties. 
in which the land is situated, then such return as to such 
person shall be made by the sheriff of the county where such 
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person or persons reside or may be found: Provided further, 
That if the person or persons entitled to such notice, or any 
of them shall be non-residents of this State, if from the said 
record aforesaid, or from inquiry the sheriff can obtain the 
postoffice address of such person or persons or if said ad
dresses be known to him he shall either send to such non
resident person or persons a copy of. said notice by regis
tered letter and ret1l:rn the receipt or receipts of the post
master received for said letter or letters with his return to 
the county clerk's office or said sheriff shall cause to be 
served personally on such person or persons aforesaid a copy 
of the said. notice, and whenever such notice shall be person
ally served outside of this State, proof of such service shall 
be made by the affidavit of the person who shall serve the 
same, made before a justice of the peace or notary public 
and when such affidavit shall be made outside this State, it 
,shall have attached thereto the certificate of the clerk of the 
court of record, certifying to the official character of the jus
tice or notary, and the genuineness of his signature to the 
jurat of the affidavit, and such sheriff shall return the said 
proof of personal service with his return to the county clerk's 
office: Provided further, That if any person entitled to 
notice as hereinbefore provided is dead, or if his estate shall 
be under control of a trustee or guardian, then and in such 
case notice as hereinbefore provided may be served upon the 
executor or administrator of said deceased person or upon 
his heirs, if there be no executor or administrator or upon 
the trustee or guardian of' any incompetent person with like 
effect as if served upon the grantee, mortgagee or assignee: 
Provided further, That if the sheriff of the county where any 
such lands are located shall make a return that after care
ful inquiry he is unable to ascertain the whereabouts or the 

. postoffice address of the persons upon whom notice may be 
served as aforesaid, or any of them, then such notice as is 
herein provided fo.r shall be published for four successive 
weeks, which shall be constr1,led to mean four publications 
once each week, in some newspaper published and circulating 
in the county where such lands are located, if there is one; 
and if no such paper is published in' such county then publi
cation shall be, made in some newspaper published and cir
culate(J in an adjoining county, and due proof of publica
tion "by affidavit of the. printer or publisher of such news
paper, shall be filed with the county clerk and shall be in 
lieu of personal service upon the person or persons whose 
whereabouts or postoffice address cannot 'be ascertained as 
aforesaid: Provided further, That such service may be 
made upon any resident of this State by leaving such notice 
at his usual place of residence with some member of his 
family of mature age, and upon any non-resident of this 
State by delivering such notice to him personally in any 
county of this State where he may be found, and return 
thereof shall be made by the sheriff of such county. Service 
in all cases and return thereof may be made by the under 
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sheriff or any deputy sheriff with like effect as if made by 
the sheriff. Corporations formed under the laws of this Corporationsd State shall be regarded, "for tHe purposes of this act, as resi. how regarde . 

dents of the county in this State where their office for the 
transaction of business therein is by, their articles, located, 
and service on such corporations may be made on the presi-
dent, secretary, treasurer or general agent of such corpora-
tion, or by leaving such notice at the office of such corpora-
tion with some person in charge of such office. If the sheriff 
of any county in this State in which the office of any such 
corporation for the transaction of business is, by its articles, 
fixed, shall return that upon careful inquiry he has been 
unable to find any such office or any president, secretary, 
treasurer or general agent of such corporation in such 
county, service of such notice may be made upon such corpo- Seryice of 
ration by publication as hereinbefore provided in case of notIce upon. 

persons whose whereabouts or postoffice address cannot be 
ascertained; and this provision shall apply as well to cor
porations whose term of corporate existence has expired 
as to those whose term of existence has not expired. Foreign Forei~ cor
corporations doing business in this State and having an poratlOns. 

agent therein appointed to accept service of process as re-
(Iuired, or as may be required by the laws of this State, 
shall be regarded, for the purpose of this act, as residents of 
the county where such agent resides, and service on such 
corporations may be made on such agent, or by registered 
letter addressed to such corporations at their home office. 
The sheriff shall, in his return, state the time when such 
notice was delivered to him for service, and· his return shall 
be prima facie evidence of the facts therein stated. 

HlltoTJ':-Added 1897. p. 104. Act n9. Eft'. Aug. BO;--C. L. 'D7. BD5D;-"m. 
IRPt. p. IU. Act t04. Eft'. Sept. 28 ;-Am. ID03. p. 186. Act 286. Imd. Eft'. June 18:
.\m. ItO'. p. 1U5. Act In. Imd. Eft'. May J5;-Am. 1909, p. 468, Act 270. Eft'. 

SrJ;!;.It.1 01 ronolderatlon In deed not ronclu8ive aft to the amount.-Mowrey 

:f.-~a':.~II:;,V~y:~·:," IIn~ecJ!:1 A~~ c;:r;;~e~a~~~~n p:r';,'ld e~d!':.~~elrs ~~:~b:! 
to IMW th .. t It waa aclually more or 1_ than the amount stated.-Strohauer 
Y. Voll.. n M. U4; Doly v. Martin. II M. 462. And that It embraces other 
"'atte ... than th ..... toted In the deed.-Dean v. Adams. " M. 117; Trevldict 
y. Mumlord •• 1 M. 487. S .... aloo 11978 and IID84 C. L. '15. The true considera
tion 01 a d.-ed may alwa)·. he .hown where It becomes material to do ao.
Flynn Y. Flynn. 88 M. to. ConllderaUoD 01 deed may be sMwn by parol.
Collar Y. Collar. 75 M. 414. 

The f'On.ld ...... tlon lor re-conveyance I. double the entire amount paid to pur
.. haoe the land. which amount Includ ... ta,.... paid lor other yearo than those 
Included In the deed if luch additional taxeo were paid aft a condition of pur
chaoe. Noth'" In other r ....... than th.,.., deflnltely provided lor In the section Is 
1I0where provided lor.--Cheever VI •• 'Unt Land Co .. I ... M. 804. 

Pro .. loIon. of I'if'r. I to et seq .. not IIpplicable to tal< ollleo made prior to August 
ft, 18D7.-PI .. rpolnt ... Oomun. 118 M. 471: Walt v. McMillan, 121 M. 95. . 

PI.lntilt' In .JPetmpnt claiming und.r a tall tltl .. acquired (If at all) after Act 
218 01 I ~tT toolr ""Pet. held not entltlf'd to mailltain the action. not having 
IW"f'd notl .... on the owne .. aa provided In that act.--Church v. Smith. 121 M. 97. 

S(lBSTITUTED SERVICE: The otatut.. mnot be _trlctly romplied with. II 
oubotltuted oe"l... I. reaorted to It muat appear that adequate endeavor h ... 
b.-en ma<le to make actual servl .... -Merrill v. Monlt!omery. U M. 72. Must be 
ronftned to the r._ and eurcloed aa provided by the atatut...-Hartford Fire 
InlUranee CO. Y. Ow .. n •• 0 M. 4'1. See aloo Campau v. Charbeneau. 104 M. 422.· 
Section. 140 lind 141 of the tal( la... _Muld be ronatrued together. and ao 

:'~ht'U;t ~~i!f .:~nt~n:hfr'l:" t~~rJ~~nof~~d:.:'x ~j~lel':n:;ct.~!O ":i~~~~j~: 
.t al. Y. Rlcherd""n .t al .. 188 M. 414. 
Im_ upon the purel" .... r th .. obligation of good faltb and an earneal eft'ort 

to aacertaln the owner and hi. whereaboutfl. The Itatute ImpOle8 a duty of 



190 GENERAL TAX LAW 

ascertaining, if possible, where the land owner lives and if it can be learned by 
reasonable endeavor that he lives in any county in this State the notice must 
go to the sheriff of that county for service and be served by him if it can be.-· 
Winter v. Cook. 140 M. 488. . , 

Act 229. Public Acts of 1807, providing for notice by the purcbaser of the tax 
title to the holder of the original title does not require that when a single deed 
is issued by the Auditor General for the taxes of several years, that the notice 
given by the purchaser shall show the amount of the taxes for each year. 
The fact that the notices are addressed to persons named, describing them as 
owners, does not invalidate them. in absence of misnomer. The sheriff may 
serve such notice by· his deputies. 

The notice and return requirerl under Act 229 of 1897 are in no sense jurisdic
tionaJ~ but the proper service of notice is a fact which must exist and must, if 
questloned, he shown to exist before the tax title holder is entitled to a writ of 
assistance. The owner of the land may question the asserted fact of proper 
service of notice in a proceeding directly affecting the right of the holder of the 
tax title to have possession of the land in question. 

Upon· the application for a writ of assistance the fact of proper service is. 
~~~~~~standing the retul'O, matter to be proven.-Williams v .. Olson et aI., 141 

The Auditor General has power to cancel the deed after the expiration of six 
mo.nths.-Hayward v. Auditor General. 147 M. 591. 

Notire by a register in chancery to the holder of a tax title that the requisite 
amount· to redeem his tax title has been deposited with the register constitutes 
sufficient notification and proof of right to a deed.-Escanaba Timber Land Co. 
v. Rusch. 147 M. 619. 

On a bill flied to remove the cloud of tax sales from a title, and to set aside 
the s"les made to a third party under the State tax homestead law, the decree 
for the sale cannot be attacked in a collateral proceeding.--Owens v. Auditor 
General et al., 147 M. 688. 

A notice served under Section 140. of the Tax Law by the purchaser at a sale 
or tax lands must give the amounts paid for each parcel described in order to 
gIve the court jurisdiction to issue a writ of assistance.-G. F. Sanborn Co. v. 
Johnson. 148 M. 405. 

The title acquired from the State before the passage of Act 229, laws of 
1&97. was a title in fee.-Toolan v. Longyear, 144 M. 55. 

Notices given by the purchasers of tax lands to the owners of the title under 
Section 140 of the Tax Law must indicate the sum required to be paid to 
obtain 'a reconveyance of any description of land in the tax deed, whether sold 
and held for the taxes of one or for those of several years. 

Service by copy of the notice required by Section 140 of the Tax Law is 
sufficient. . 

A notice served on the proper parties under Section 140 of the Tax Law is not 
ineffective bl' reason of a return of the officer failing to describe the party as 
executor.-John Duncan Land & Mining Co. v. Rusch, 145 M. 1. 

An offer to settle and acceptance in writing and agreed price. tendered in 
time is a valid transaction and avoids t\le deed.-Briggs v. Boardman et aI., 185 
M. 829. . 

Service of the notice of a purchase for taxes made to the holder of the 
record title in pursuance of Act 229, Public Acts of 1897, amending Section 140 
of the Tax Law is valid if the service Is made by copy of "the original. Held 
ruled by .Tohn Duncan L. & M. Co. v. Rusch, 145 M. 1. 

The notice required under Act 229, Public Acts of 1897, to be given the llolder 
of the record title by the purchaser of the tax title is not a notice required in 
the conrse of proce~dings to divest the owner of his title, but a favor granted to 
41im by Which his title may be restored' to him, and is not subject to the same 
strict rules which are made to govern ~the harsh proceedings by attachment, 
garnishment and similar proceedings.-Richardson Lumber Co. v. J asspon et aI., 
U5 M. 8. . 

Where various descriptions are separately sold for taxes, the amount paid for 
each should he given in the notice to the holder. of the title. Failure to do 
this ,'enders the notice void.-Jackson v. Mason et al .. 148 M. 855. 

Act No. 229, Public Acts of 1897, providing for six months' grace to the origi
nal owner of lands sold to the State for taxes and conveyed to private parties 
and amending Act No. 206. Public Acts of 1908, is constitutional and the pro
visions are germane to the title of the original act.-Reed v. Auditor General, 
146 M. 208. 

A notice by the purchaser ot tax lands to the holder of the title must furnish 
mellns of identifying with reasonable certainty. A notice giving the town and 
"ange but omitting the name of the State is not a valid notice.-Tucker v. Van 
Winkle, 142 M. 210. 

The present tax law, Sections 140 'lnd 148, providing for a six months' notice. 
and six months' limitation of the right of action, apply to tax titles obtained 
through courts of chancery and not to deeds obtained under tax proceedings 
b~fore the law provided for foreclosing tax liens in chancery courts. 

Tax titles obtained prior to Act 195, Public Acts 'If 1899, oan be tested only 
by an action in ejectment or HI suit to quiet title, under such tax titles the' owner 
of the ta'< title can obtain ·no writ of assistance except at the determination of 
a suit in eQuity. and no writ of eiectment except upon jude-ment in an action at 
law. Sustaining the validity of the tax title.-Briggs v. Guileck et al., 148 M. 
457. 

Complainant acouired a tnx deed based upon the unpaid taxes of 1898, which 
deed was acquired at a time when the taxes of 1899. 1900 and 1901 were unpaid. 
a.nd no part of whirh 1189 been paid by complainant. Defendant's deed is based 
up~n the unpaid taxes of 1890 and IDOl, and she subsequently acquired the 
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Int.1'ftt of tI~ ori~n .. 1 hold..." or tM title. H.ld: That complainant could not. 
on Jri.inl' noli ..... under Seal. JlD and 141 of the tax law. compel defendant to 
oon"~, to hi ... without reimbursin~ her for the cost of the original title and the 
amount paid for tau8 of ItOO and 1901. and that defendant's purcbase of the 
orilrinal tille relieved I ... r from Be"inl' tbe notice required by Sec. 140 of tbe 
tn L ...... -~Iiller ,'. Meilstrup. 144 M. G4I. 

Prior to Act ~.,. 1..:1"'8 or leOI. grantee not required to give notice to holder· 
of tal( deed •. -Griflin v. Jackoon et al.. US M. n. 

SectIon 78 of the Ta" Law. I Sec. 4061 C. 1..) provides that where taxes are 
pajd Uw O\\'lIrr IIholl have one rear after notice of a sale for taxes to move 
the court to Bet 8tiicle the sale.-Ha)·,,·ard v. O'Connor. Tru..~tee. et a1.. 145 M. 52. 

t~~ ::ld.ftli8u~de:e~~1 i:h:~!t:~ ~~~e!ia~'n(~n n~he'::dui: :!~!ir~hd !~~~ bS:C~ 
.,. 01 th" Genrral Tax L.aw.-Ha,"ward v. O'Connor, Trustee et at, 1,2 M. !30. 

,,"oU« to redH'IH. in case of a deceased owner. must be served upon the 
I'XeMJtor or nchnini8trator of sm"h df't'E'aSfli owner or upon the heirs.-\\'!'hite v. 
ShRW. 150 M. 170. 

Where a df'1lW"ription of land is fIOld for the taxes of several years, the notice 
8f'rved by the purchaser must 8how the amount paid for each description 
IN.'pllrate from othE'r descriptions for the entire time covered by the notice.
Hadrn v. CI_er. 15' M. 18!. 
Mryi~ of nutiN' d04!'8 not apply to purchase of lands for taxes. where pur· 

("""aft ""~re made prior to the taking ejfect of this seclion.-McFarlane v. 
S.m"""n. lSI !ol. 19'. 

lotte notil"e mtlHt ronlain a proper description of the land included in such 
notire- Bnd rontnin the noml' of thE' state and county in which the land is located. 
~1Jrry v. L .. r~~. 151 M. 148: G. F. Sanborn Co. v. Alston. 153 M. 456. 

Thi. _tiOIl applies ouboo-qu"nt to th" taking efred of said section. even tbough 
the land "'R8 hid ofr to th" state and thus Mid at the time of the taking efreet 
of laid section.-G. F. Sanborn Co. v. Alston. 15S M. 456: Haney v. Miller. 154 
M.1I7. 

Purcha..,r of lond. for tax.,., an"r the taking efred of Sec. 140. has no right 
to take ..... _100 of the lantl wlthont the se"ice of the necessary noti~e.
Cook l.antl Con.tnoctlon and Producinl' Co. v. McDonald. 155 M. 175. 

A tal( deed. \'Oid on Ito fsee. II a nullity. and a notice of sale based tbereon 
mu.t fail.-f·ilochen Y. Ol ... n. 155 111. UO. 

Act So. r3ft ""blie Acts of 1901 amendinll: ...... tion. 140 and 141 by providing 
tnr ... r"'foe of '")tice upon ownen of any and all interests in the land described, 
and that payment may be made hy th" owner to the rell:ister in chancery (county 
('I~rk) ant' l·h"lI~in. the form of the notice. 8S applied to tax deeds issued before 
the .",.futm'-Dt. nfft"('t. the J'f'medy of the tax purchaser only, and is not in viola· 
Uun of the uhlilratiun of thi. contraet. And applies to aU notices served after 
tI ... taklnJr ." ... -t of ouch ampndment.-Weller v. WheelOCk. 15S M. 698.~urry 
v. Backu •• 150 )1. In. 

P..ld~ ..... of the ... nlce or a notice to redeem from the sale of land for taxes. 
t~ld ..... t'ftdent to 8Upport a ftndhlC that Bald notice was personally se"ed upon 
lite' o""ner .. I tht' Innti.-Curr)· v. Baeku8. lS& M. 3-62. 

SoliC'" .re not reqlllr~ to 1w .erved upon owners of tax deeds where such 
d .... rI. han ant I_n rO!COrtled.-H"ethuil v. K"rr. lAO M. 520. 

Soli('e D1Br 'ndude in the amount required to take a reconveyance, taxes for 
prl'"ioull )""lIn which thf!' tnx purehaser was required to pay in order to obtain 
tillf'.~I.-r v. McBride. J8! M. SU. 

Th" nolice wn. not .old ... her" the land ... a. described 88 an 80 acre parcel in 
th ... notiee for whi("h it Wft. Il1O AR.!IIefit8e'd and HOld for taxes of certain years. and 
for other )·earo. for ... hi<-h purchase \\"as made. it was Il8Oe8Sed and sold as 40 
arre pIlrf'f"la.-ld. " 

In a r..turn of orn-lce hy the .herll'. error In the spelling of the name of tbe 
party aened I. not n ........ urlly fotal.-Mercer v. St.phenl. 185 M. 290. 

O"It,rn or ol ... ri" II wuflidf'nt to authorl ... oenice by publlcation.-Id. 
The form of th" n"tlce served on the o""er mU8t comply with the .tatute in 

f ....... at the time or the "",.Ice or sucb notlce.-Rou_au v. Riihiniemi. 186 M. 
e .... l: Clulr'lton Y. Rotrf'n. :01 M .•• t. 

Pro,,",r noll ...... mue be ... ned upon nil parties entitled to notices. a proper 
rclnrn nl N"n Il"e 01811 ... and filed. and the SIX months' period must have elapsed 
I ... fore tAli tltI. pllrehaoer ran in.tilute p,.,...,edln"" to obtain possession of land 
pllrt'h~1 for tftIf"tI.-Brl'ta Y. Hitchco<-k, 188 M. 491. 

Return 01 altf'riff aho"in. aervil"e of notief' on proper parties. aeoompanied 
by r"l'ietry r • ....,ip.. fIIorned by ownen or their agents is prima facie proof of 
"·,...Ice.~,,,",e"ir I.IImller Co. v. Moore. 157 M. 499 • 

.. \ noti..e to the owner In .. bleh the descriptions, amounto paid. and years for 
which tlW' tllX", "'·ere lel'if'd apPf"llr in mluol08. i8 not objectionable in form 
.nd the olnlement of tbe year'. tal(" made oppoeile the d_ription8 must be 
taken to refer to all the d __ riptlonl.~.ogeble Lumber Co. v. Moore. 157 M. 49 •• 

Tbe notIce ..,rved hy a purch ... "r or a tall title to terminate the ril'ht of 
con""fance. muot """form to tM .tatut". be addressed to all parties In interest, 
and ,,",rmit pa)'ment 10 tM ,.,!rioter In cbancery (county derk) altbougb tbe 
"nreh""" may hav .. '-n made prior to the amendment of l'OI.-Dolpb Y. Norton. 
U. M. t17. 

I\otl .... of the pure"""" of State tall I.n.ta .... bich do not describe the leveral 
parre'" deeded lu the pun·h.""r and the amounts due for each. are fatally 
d .. f .... Ii ••. -F.n.I .. ,. T. Coolhauorh. lGO M. :91. 

lJefenc1anls in eiectment ..... 0 claim to be in p_ion of real property. gain 
no additional ri"hts hy ylrtue of a tal( deetl from the atate. If they have failed 
to ........ tb .. ""'Iutory noll ....... hieb il held to be a condition precedent to the 
vestllllr or tllle under tax p~inp.-TuthiIJ Y. Kat •• l8a M. 8\8. 
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A notice which omits the state and county in which the land is situated is 
void.-Morrison 'v. Semer. 164 M. 208. 

Until the holder of a tax deed serves notice upon the owners of a minerai 
estate in lands, as well as upon the owners ot the service rights, the right ot 
reconveyance from the tax purchaser remains to all.-Hansen v. Hall, 167 M. 7. 

The notice must show the amount paid for each parcel described and assessed 
separately.-McRae v. Barber, 167 M. B14. . 

A notice to the owner of land fs ineffective if it describes only a part of the 
land, or, is improperly addressed, or if it fails to state that the sum demanded 
may be paid to the register in chancery (county clerk), or if not signed by the 
purchaser.-White v. Dunsmore, 167 M. 542. . 

Ejectment lies in favor of the owner of lands occupied by a tax title purchaser 
who h,,!, failed to give due notice of his purchase.-McRae v. Barber, 171 M. 111. 

The grantee uncler the last recorded deed in the regular chain of title is 
entitled to notice and is not cut off where notice has not been served on him 
by service on a later. grantee in tax deeds issued by the State.-G. F. Sanborn 
Co. v, Richter, 176 M. 562. 

The statute does not impose upon the holder of a tax title any obligation to 
look beyond the records of the county in which the lands are located, but if 
he makes further investigation and obtains information· relative to the ownership 
of the property and serves a notice on tbe basis of that information, he is bound 
by such a notice .. -Teal Lake Iron Mining Co. v. Olds, 178 M. 385. 

The amonnt specified in the notice must be correctly stated: an excess of 
ei"hty-nine cents is sutllcient to invalidate the notice.-Id. 

This section provides for personal notice if possible and it not by substituted 
s!,rvice by pnblication. Held, that while the personal service provided for was 
not complete until the sheriff's return was made and tiled, it is not necessary to 
wait the filing of the sheriff's return before proceeding with the publication 
of the notice.-Heethuis v. Kerr, 194 M. 689: 

The return of the sheriff is not lInal.-Jd. 
The form of the notice must comply with the provisions of the statute in force. 

at the time of the service of the notice.-Closser v. Remley. 195 M. B18. 
Service of a notice by a tax title purchaser on the owner by leaving such notice 

with the owner's wife in the owner's absence is a valid service.-Merrill v. Myers, 
197 M. 856. 

Return by the sheriff of the service of a notice upon a person designated as 
president of a corporation. although such person is the secretary of the corpora
tion, and is the proper person upon whom service should be made, is a valid 
service.-P. L. Sherman Co. v. Pearll, 197 M. 557. . 

In a notice by a purchaser to the owner of the land in which' the description 
was given as follows, "State of Michigan, County ot Crawford, E' ot SW', Sec. BO, 
Town 28 N Range 1 W"; Held, a proper description.-Dunn v. Papenfus, 202 
M.IBI. . 

A notice was not ,·oid because the fees charged on the sheriff's certificate were 
excessive, since the notice itself provides for reconveyance upon payment of 
certain specified sums and contains the legal method for the exact determination 
of the sheriff's fees.-Id. 
. Where the notice advised the owner that his land had been sold for taxes and 
that he could take a reconveyance within six months for a certain detinite 8um, 
the notice was not invalid because in giving the years for which sale was made 
one year was omilted.-Hildie V. Eckhart, 20B M. B46. 

In the absence of information that the grantee in the regular chain of title was 
deceased, it was unnecessary for the sheriff's return to show that he- was unable 
to locate the heirs.-Id. 

Return by sheriff of the service of the notice ·by registered letter accompanied 
by the receipt received by the sheriff, which was not signed by the party to whom 
same was addressed, but by a stranger to the title, Is not a sutllcient notice.
l"owler v. Stubbings, 203 M. 883. 

Where the notice served upon the owner was based upon a purchaSe for taxes 
of two years and the notice stated the amount paid fOl> each year and the pur
chase for one of the two years was void the notice was sutllcient.-Triangle Land 
Co. v. City of Detroit, 204 M. 442. 

In an action to enjoin the service of a writ of assistance the owner of the record 
title is not entitled to have the value of the improvements on the land determined 
and set off to him, on the I:round that the tax title purchaser was entitled to 
the interest in the land only, independent of the buildings.-City of Detroit v. 
Triangle Land Co .. 207 M. 49. . 

Service of notice upon the heirs of a deceased owner is only permitted where 
there is no executor 01' administrator of such deceased person's estate, and re
turn by the sheriff of the service of the notice should show that there was no 
executor or administrator upon whom service . could be had.-Closser v. Hanson 

I.'Wge~~·'U~~9 s!':~~! 7'upon non-resident heirs was attempted to be made by the 
sheriff by registered letter, the return of the sheriff must show either the return 
receipt of the postmaster or of the parties to whom the letter was addressed.-Id. 

A notice not signed by the purchaser or by anyone In his behalf is a nulllty.
Burch v. Nippress, 21B M. 185. 

Where the tax title purchaser purchases at different times the same descrip
tion for taxes of various years Rnd includes the several years in his notice, 
he is only entitled to one 'description fee.'-Burch v. Nlppress, 21B M. 185. 

Where a ,rantee in a tax deed was required to pay taxes of subsequent years 
,·eturned delinquent to the Auditor General, he had the right to include the 
amount thereot in the notice to the· owner of the record title.-Masters v John 
Wlddlcomb Co., 221 M. 249. 
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The ""Ike mll.t "" .igned by the owner of the tax title who should state his 
PI'.t otnce address 80 that the owner may be informed to whom he should pay 
lhe amount required lor reconve)'ance and where be can be reacbed.-Wilson v. 
!'tuuble. I'll M. u.s. 
~ notice' il made void by including in the amount stated in the notice a sum 

paid by the purchaser ror taxes of subsequent years which was not paid as a 
<"Ulldilion of purchase unless such fact is stated in the notice,-Id, 
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f't:c. HI. (4139) Any person having any estate in such ?erson. hav
!andl! or any intrr('st therein, ritller in fee, for life or for ~~~,es:~~,;; 
~'rars, or any mortgagee thereof or assignee of any undis- entitled to re
dlarJ:ed mortJ:age thereon, or the holder of any lien thereon, lease, etc. 
I/r any executor, administrator, trustee or guardian of such 
person!!, 01' any of them, or any person in the actual posses-
"ion of MlH'h landl! at the time of such tax purchased, shall 
"r entitled to receive from the person so claiming under and 
".r virtue of StIch tax deed, his heirs or assigns at any time 
within !!ix months after the filing of return of service or the 
filing of proof of publication of stIch notice, as liereinbefore 
pl'ovided, a release and quit claim of all right and interest 
in lIuch land acquired under such tax deed or deeds, upon 
payment to him or them, or to the register in chancery of the 
('onnty in which the lands are located, of the amount paid 
1Ipon lIuch purchase, together with one hundred per centum 
in addition thereto, and the lawful fees of such personal or 
Mu"stituted service, which fee shall be the same as provided 
Ity law for service of subpoenas or for orders of publication 
or the co ... t of such lIerviee by registered mail, and the fur-
ther Mum of five dollars for each description without addi-
1 jonal COllt or charJ:e: Prodded, That any person or per- Proviso, 
"OilS I'lltitled to a release and quit claim under the foregoing redemption. 
pro\"iHions of this section, at any time after the issue of tax 
drrdM on IIuch lands, or after the purchaser thereof shall be 
,'ntith'd 10 sllch tax deeds, and before service of J,lOtice or 
r(>lnrn thereof as herein provided, !::hall have the right to 
I'l'dl'l'm such lands from such sale, by paying to the pur-
dlll!'(>r, or his grantee, or to the register in chancery of the 
I'ollnty in which the lands lie, on the certificate of the Audi-
tor Gelleral or his deputy, all stIms paid as a condition of 
IoII('b pnrchalle, together with one hundred per centum addi-
tional thereto, and lhe further sum of five dollars for each 
d"!oII'J'iption. fly linch payment the tax title and any and Tax title. ete, 
nil Mnl'h crrtifil'atell of sale shall become void, and of no when void. 
,,(fret IIgainst the lands to be redeemed. The register in 
dlllnl'ery !lhall. whene\'er payment is made to him, as pro-
\"i,ll'd in this Ml'ction, at once notify the owner of the tax 
tiUr, or of any and all such eprtificatps of sale, of the ~ayment 
110 made, and the owner of the tax title. or of any such cer-
tificatrs of !lale, IIhalI forthwith deliver to said register a When owner 
rele'ase and qnit claim of all rights acquired by him under tO

I 
deliverte . . h k" b reease.e. MaId tax purchase. runnlDg, to t e person ma IDg suc pay-

ment, lind IIhall also delh'er to said register the tax deed, 
crrtiticates of purchase, tax receipts, and alt'other convey
IIncl'S r('lating to lIaid tax title or tax interest before he shall 
Ill' I'lltitlrd 10 rec(>ive thp monpy -paid to lIaid rl'gister all 
herein prO\·ided. Ppon delh'ery of such release lind quit 
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claim, and of such certificates of purchase and tax receipts, 
the register in chancery, shall at once 'pay over to the owner 
of the tax title all sums received by him for the redemption 
of the lands therein described: Provided further, That no 
quit claim or reconveyance made under the provisions of this 
section shall be construed to vest in' the grantee any title or 
interest in such lands beyond that already owned by him, but 
such grantee shall be entitled to a lien on such lands, or on 
such parts thereof or interests therein as are not owned by 
him for the amount paid, or such portion thereof as is lawfully 
chargeable to such parts or interests, in addition to the lien 
or other interest before held by such grantee; which lien 
1llay be enforced in any court of competent jurisdiction as in 
other cases of liens upon lands, with interest thereon at the 
rate of six per centum per annum from the date of such pay
ment. The circuit courts in chancery shall have jurisdiction 
to enforce the liens ,herein provided for without regard to 
the amount of such liens: Provided further, That any such 
application for a writ of assistance shall show that such 
applicant had complied with the provisions of this' act as to 
the giving of notice, as herein directed, and he shall attach 
to such application a coPy of the notice aforesaid, and the 
return of the sheriff serving the same, or a copy o.f the proof 
of publication, or the registry receipt or receipts from the 
registry department of the postoffice showing that such 
notice has been served by registered mail. 

History:-Added 1897, p. 141, Act 229, Elf. Aug. 30;-C.L. '97, a96O:-Am. 
1899, p. 819, Act 204, Elf. Sept. 2S;-Am. 1901, p. 888, Act 286, Imd. Elf. June 18;
dm.·1905, p. 827, Act 226, Elf. Sept. 16;-Am. 1909, p. 471, Act 270, Elf. Sept. 1. 
. Tender for reconveyance is to be made to the· purchaser. Neither the Auditor 

(Jeneral nor county treasurers have anything to do with reconveyance under 
this section. . 

The language of sections 140 and In clearly indicates the legislative intent 
th'at as a condition of reconveyance the purchaser of the State's title shall be 
repaid all that he has heen compelled to advance to obtain his title.-Cbeever 
v. Flint Land Co" Ltd., 184 M. 6o,. ' 

Where lands owned by more than one party are assessed and bid in by the State 
as one parcel and sold by the State as one parcel at the tax sale mandamus 
will not lie to compel the Auditor General to allow one of the owners to redeem ' 
IInder sections 140 and In of the tax law by. paying a pro rata proportion of 
the bid iri proceedin~s in which the purchaser is not a party.-Kennedy v. 
Auditor General, 1 .. M. 5U. ' 

A prior unrecorded deed, ·good as between the parties, is valid as against a 
subsequent quit-elaim deed of the same property by the same grantor, and a 
grantee in a quit-elaim deed is not a bona-ftde purchase, following rule in 
Peters v. Cartier. 80 M. 124.-Messinger v. Peter, 129 M 9S. 

The right of· the holder of the record title to redeem from a tax sale does 
not eJtpire un~i1 six month .. from the date of ftling the return of .service made 
on the holder of the record title.-Holmes et a!. v. Loud et al., 149 M. 410. 

The personal service referred to in Sec. loll of the Tax Law contemplates a 
service completed by fi1ing ·a return.-Pike et. al. v. Richardson et al" 186 M. 
414. . 

Under Act 229. Public Acts of 1897, title acquired by purchase of a State tax , 
deed under Section 72 of the General Tax Law, (Sec. 406.9 C. L.) does not be
come absolute until the period of redemption provided for in Act 229 has ex
pired. even though the title had become absolute in the State before 8ale.
Adkin'v. Pillen, 186 M. 682. 

Conveyance to free owner merges tax title into original title.-Miller v. Meil
strup, 144 M. 648. Boucher v. Trembley et al., 140 M. 852. 

The period of limitation to redeem given the owner of the title purchased at 
a blK sale. begin. witb the notice and runs until such time as the tax title 
holder has brought himself within the statute conditions for taking action. 
Courts will ~ construe the legislation as to make its provisions mandatory 
8.nd ·appllcable only to cases where the returns of service of notice show exact 
conformity wi h the statute provisions. Actual proper service of the notice 
may be shown where the return does not recite that fact.-Williams v: Olson 
et aI:, In M. 5 O. 
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l.ou .~ Rnd IOld ..... ar.t .. ly may properly be ineluded in one deed. and 
may p"-rly be includM In one notire but persons interested have the right 
to repurchase anyone or any number of the separate lots and are not required 
10 purd~ ..... all.-Jackson Y. Maoon. 143 M. 155. . 

The nnd .. e In a rerorded land contract is entitled to notice.-Jackson v. 
Maoon, 161 M. 155. 

The time ef redemption und .. r a JUlie for delinquent taxes to a purchaser does 
not begin to rtin until the return of proof of publication or notice to the holder 
of the tille.-F,o.,anaha Timber Land Co. VS. Rusch, 147 M. 619. 

One who r .. lies llpon the statement of a county derk as to the amount due 
under a notice .erved by the purchaser of a tnx title, and who pays the same 
In II'lOd f.ilh with the IIeces.ary fe .... for ... rvire, will be protected by such pay
m .. nt.-()·Connor, Admrx. v. (;ottachalk et al .. U8 M. '50. 

·\\·hf'r~ lund Iwlonging to se\"ernl owners is Assessed 8S an entirety and 80 
PO Itt (ur tau's. the purchoser is not entitlect to take possession of the same until 
aft .. r thf' expiration vI lix: months followin~ the service of the notice on each 
or the ownlen., And until the expiration of the six montllJii' notice, anyone oC 
tllr oWlleu mill' luke a re-oonvc)ance.-\\'hite v. Shaw, 150 M. 270. 

"'here It tnx: title purchasE-r, aftt"r his purchofile. has paid taxes of subsequent 
"~IIU in (rood foith to protect his pur('haA~. he iF! entitled. 8S a matter of equity, 
to he reimhursed by the owner of the ori~lnal title for the amount of such sub
."qu .. "t I....... togeth~r with inter""t ot the 1 .. lt'al rate, from date of payment, 
I,..(ore he enn be compelled to reconvey to the owner.-G. F. Sanborn Co. v . 
• \llIlon, J" M. 4!ie. 

":vetl tltnll«,h liuhtw£Juent taxt"R paid 3S a eonrlition of purchase are invalid. the 
o,,'nt"r of tlte orhrlnnl title mwd reimbuT8e the tax title purchaser for the amount 
o( 811eh taxefl paid by the purch88er B8 a condition of his purchase.-Haney v. 
~all ... , IH M. 137. 

()n belliIII' notlllrd by the r .. lt'l.ter In chancery (county clerk) thot permission 
halll twell lIla.le to him to take a reconveyance, it is the duty of the tax title 
t.nltler tn mRke ret"OnVl")'ance and accept from the register a sum deposited with 
him 'or th.t purpo"".-IIa .... u. v. KilImn.ter, 182 M. 59'. 
. rRfDlent to r .. ,.i.ter In chancery (county clerk) by· post ofllce money order is 
n I~gnl t~ncler.-Id. . 

It. h,. Ih .. t'Onduct of tilt' rellister In chancery (county elerk) the tax purchaser 
h ... 1000t i .. c mOIl(-)" hi. remedy is against the oflicer.-Ict. 

In an action to compel re(.'on ... yance by tax title purchaser, after a tender 
hy the o~ .. ner of the amount required by law, the purchaser is entitled to re~ 
'mhIU'Mf'lIIe •• t for 'lIlnS paid 8l1bsequf'nt to his purchase in order to protect his 
tn. title InlenAt.-Backus v. HOl't, 18' M. 407. 

In • 0,,11 by the own .. r of lund 10 quiet title as against a purcl'8ser for taxe.. 
of ~rtail1 )'(>0". the ownE-r will be required to do equity by refnndin~, 8S 8. 
.... n.lll1on 10 nli .. f, II, .. vnlidly ........ sed tax~. for the years which the defendant 
hAd pur('ho""d.-Morri8on v. Semer, 164 M. 208. 

The owner of • minerai eatate In lond. h •• the right of reconveyance.-Hansen 
• HaU, 101 M. 7. 

The .. wiler of Innd "'hich I. subjt'et to 8 tu title coverlnlt' other descriptions, 
H II a •• ~ .... d alone p.reel, CRn not compel the holder thereof to accept less than 
II ... enllre amount pnid and pennlty a. a condition of reconveyance.-Loud v. 
IfKrl"n, 161 M. 108; Clo_r Y. Hanoen l.and Co., 209 M. 517 .. 

The own .. r of the r ...... rd tille of land. oohl for ta.es caR not maintain trespnss 
f"r the ,,,oRlII'f,,1 .. nlry of Ihe holder of the tax inlere.t before tenderinlt' the 
nmunnt tllle and ohtalnlnlr 8 reeonvf')'oncf' from the purchaser.-White v Duns· 
Dlon, 187 !II. 5'1; GII.lln v. Fitzpatrick, 182 M. 640. 

Thf' lin •• for takin« 8 rPf'Onve')'snC'e ill not extended by the eommeneement of 
n ."it 10 d ..... rmlne the vnlldlty of the tall d .... d •. -Clolhler v. Miller, 178 M. 530. 

Whrr. a dt'8Crlption I. oold by the county treasurer from the State Tall Land List 
Bnfl Tu", ReNlrd. the owner of the orhdnal title must, on taking a reconveyance, 
PitY 10 the tall tllle purchao .. r the full amount paid by him at the time of his 
ru ... hR ... ~ralld Haven Arhiter Unte .... tutzunl!8 Vereln v. Soule, 175 M. 210. 

\'nlll II .. Ilatulory notice I •• er .... d upon all parli ... entitled ther .. to and proof 
tI ... reof i. made and ftled. the right of reconveYllnce remain. to all.-G. F. 
So "born ('D. v. Rlchler, 170 M. 561. . 

\:nd .. r thi ....... ion prior to the am .. Dlllllent of 190D. n tax tille holder who.e 
fl .... d .... IIot of ........ rd "'01 nol "ntltl .. d to notice and did not have the right of 
rf'f'OflYf'yn",",.-HE-f'thlila v. Kerr. JIitO M. 5~O. ' 

One rlaillllnlll' title to land hy quit rlahn d .... <1 from the hold"r of the origin.1 
Iltle hft. Ihe ri .. ht of reronve)'Apre from th ... holder of 8 tax deed who haa failed 
10 ..... e ft valid notlre.-Clo .... r Y. !IIcBrlde, 1~2 M. 5U. 

Art .. r Ihe ... Ie to Ihe Stal .. of Innd for ta .... and Ihe expiralion of the period 
of rt'fif'lIlptioll ."Ii the .ale of tlUeh land to 8 purchaser, the owner of the original 
1111 .. h •• no furth .. r Inle .. ·.t In th .. land until he tak~. a reconveYBnce.-Huron 
I.and Co. v. l.obd .. lI-Churchlll Mfr. CO .. IRI !II. 45. 

A rou,·t of ~lIlty i. the prllp"r forum for d .. ter",lnlng whether or not the 
own~r of 8 title rut otr In tax proreeodinp. Is entitled to a reconVe}'ance from the 
tn till .. own .. r who r~f_ II; that he does not acquire title by a tender of 
n.oney. Ihe rllll'ht 10 make which i. di.puted.-Wiloon v. Ii.uble, 1"1 M. 406. 

An h .. 1 r of the own .. r In the rellular ('haln of title bu. the right of reconvey-
.nCt'.-Mer ...... Y. Sleph('n .. 18' M. 190. . 

The m,·n .. r of the .......,rd tilie. who permi .. hi. land to be 801<1 for talleo, I. 
nnt .. "litl .. ,l tn a8 acrountlng for timber reomovM by· the purchaser, until he 
t"b ...... 'Onv"yollCt'.-Breli Y. HII .. hco .. k. I'. M. 4P2. _ _ 

Th" ....... of allemplt'd "" .. Ice of pefllOnal nolice anrl Inromple!e .11"'!illlt~d 
...... ke of lIotiee by puhlicatlon "'ere Dot proper Item. ur exp .. n.e 10 be charged 
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against the qwner who had deposited with the register in chancery (county 
clerk) the necessary ·8r1101l11t to take a reconveyance as shown in the certificate 
of the Auditor General.-Rousseau v. Riihiniemi, 186 M. 653. 

One purchasing from the original owner by quit claim deed has the right of 
l'cconvel'unce.-'Vilson v. Sauble, ]93 M. 443. 

One entitled to reconveyance has the full six months' period in which to take 
such reconveyance after the filing of the return of the service of the notice in 
the office of the county c1erk.--Closser v. Remley, 195 M. 813. 

One claiming the right of reconveyance must exercise such right before the 
cxpirntion of the six months' period.-Merrill v. Myers. 197 M. 856. 

The provision that notice shall be served upon the person or persons appear
ing in the regular chain of title. u or of any interest therein," includes owners 
of reserverl timber rights and such owners are entitled to notice.-Dunn v. 

-Papenfus. 202 1\1..131. 
The recercl holder of a tax deed for the taxes of an earlier year is entitled 

to notice from a subsequent tax tiNe purchaser.-Hildie v. Eckhart, 203 M. ·346. 
tJlltil there Ims been a service upon all parties entitled to notice, the right of 
rc('onveynnce (~ontinue..~.-Bllrt·h v. Nippress, 213 M. 185. 

,\\Yhere the owner depositerl with the county clerk the amount necessary to 
take a re("onveyance as computed by him, it was a sufficient compliance with the 
statute, "lthough such amount did not include the sheriff's fees, which were 
subsequently tcndered.-Id. . 

SEC. 142. (4140) No purchaser under any tax sale here
after made or of any State tax land or any State bid here
after sold shall enter into possession of the land so pur
chased until six months after he has given notice to the 
party or parties in interest as provided for in the preceding 
sections unless he shall have acquired from said parties their 
title thereto under conveyance from said party or parties of 
his or their interest in said lands. Where the land is vacant 
and unoccupied and no writ of assistance is needed to put 
the purchaser into possession thereof, the time for redemp
tion herein provided shall expire six months after the deliv
ery of such notice _ to said party or parties in interest, or 
date of mailing such notice by registered letter, or first pub
lication thereof, and .filing proof thereof with the county 
clerk of the county where said lands are situated as herein 
provided: Provided, That if suit or other proceeding is 
commenced before the expiration of the said.,six months by 
the owner of the land so purchased, or one having a redeem
able . interest therein, to set aside the sale thereof, the pur
chaser under tax sale or his grantee shall not enter into 
possession of the land until the final determination of such 
suit or other proceeding. . , 

Hlstory:-Added 1897, p. 296. Act 229, Elf. Aug. 30 ;--C .. L. 'P7, 8961 ;-Am. 
1903. p. 110, Act S3. Elf. Sept. 17;-Am. 1905. p. 197, Act 142, hnd. Eff. May 25. 

Purchaser cannot enter into possession until after notice, and if he does he 
is a trespn~er and not entitled to recover for irnprovements.--Corrigan Y. Davis. 
125 M. 125; White v. Dunsmore. 167 M. 542; Powell v. Pierce, 168 III. 427; 
Closser v. Remley, 195 1\1. 31S. 

A noti"e by the purchaser of the tax title to the owner of the fee, required 
by :;tatute. is not invalid by reason of describing the owner as the mortgagE'e 
of the land, and· the statute does not require the service of evidence of the 
sale or conftrmation.-Brndley v. Winiams et 81 .. iS9 M. 230. 

Where the purchaser of a tax title permits the holder of the record title to 
redeem after the expiration of six months, he waives the irregularity.-Holmes 
et aJ. v. Loud et al., 149 M. 142. 

The six months' periods mentioned in Secs. HI and 142 of the General Tax 
l.aw are co-terminous.-Hohnes et al. v. Loud et al .. 149 M. 142. 

By entering into possession of lands under a claim of ownership through tax 
deeds, ta" title purchaser did not obtain any rights, if a valid notice to redeem 
had not been served upon the proper parties.-Holmes v. Soule, 180 M. 526; 
McBride v. Closser, 208 M. 898. -

A fter a tax title purchaser has complied with the provisions of this secti"n. 
either by serving the statutory notices or having secured from the owners of 
the record title by a conveyance from them. he has the right to take possession 
of the ·pl'Operty.--Chandlel· v. Richardson Lumber Co .. lSI' 1\1. S09. 

The notit-e heinlt void. n tux title purchaser has no right to take possE's,,';dnn 
of the premises and is not entitled to recover for improvements mude during 
such possession.--Closser v. I\kUride, 182 M. 594; Clugston v. Rogers, 20S M. 830. 
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\\· ... re a tas UUe purch8M"r enten into possession ot land and maintains 
.ctual and undi.putrd _iOD ot the same tor a period, of more than fifteen 
y~ ..... he _ulm title by adver ... po_ioo even tbougb 'he failrd to serve notice 
•• Hquirrd by Sft. ItO.-La.noD v. Bishop. 212 .\t. 891. 
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SEC. l-i2a. (4141) If any such grantee or grantees, mort· Pr,ima facie 

gagee or mortgagees or person or persons so in possession ~~~::.'s"~iP~f 
lIhall fail and neglect to redeem such land within said six 
months, as provided in, the foregoing sections, at any time 
within thirty days after the expiration thereof the county 
clerk of the county shall cause to be recorded in the office 
of the register of deeds for the county in which said land 
is situate, in a record to be provided for that purpose, a copy 
of Baid notice and proof of service thereof, duly certified by 
the county clerk in whose office the same is filed, and the 
record thereof shall be prima facie evidence in all courts 
and tribunals that such purchaser is the owner of said land 
nnder said purchase. Such county clerk shall be entitled Fees of 
to a f ...... of twenty-fi\'e cents for filing such notice and to the county derk 

.:-t;; anti register 
ft'es IJro\'ided by law for making such copy thereof and cer- of det'd •. 

tifying thereto, and he shall be entitled to a fee of fifty cents 
fur recording said copy of notice and proof of service thereof 
nnd he shall collect from the purchaser under such sale or 
dl'f>d the reco,rding fee of the register of deeds, and snch reg-
iKh'r of deeds shall be entitled to the same fees for recording 
sU('h copy as is provided by law for recording deeds of con
\'eyanoe and other instruments. 

Hi.tor,.:-Added It05. p. 187. Act IU. hnd. Ell'. lIIay 25;-Am. 1917, p. 521. 
Act I ... Ell', Aug. 10. 

Thi. ...,rtil\(oatr only appli.... ..'h"re r"""nv,,)"onre has not' heen taken under 
Ihe provi81ono of Sft. IU.-Vincent v. Evano. 185 111. 895. 

SEC. 143. (4142) E\'ery person personally served with Failure to 

the notice prO\'ided for by act number two hundred twenty- ~~~'~n~t!!-rs 
nine of the Pu'blic Acts of eighteen hundred ninety-seven, and owner from 
('\'ery person lawfully chargeable with such notice by regis- ~Nr:,hOhlng, 
tered mail, as provided for in said act, together with the 
heirs, executors, administrators or assigns of such persons, 
",ho shall refuse or neglect to payor tender to the purchaser 
os aforesaid, the sum provided for in said act within the time 
th('rein limited, nnd who shall have neglected within '1he 
said six months to commence suit to set aside the said tax 
deed, shall thereafter be barred from qupstioning the validity 
of such tax title or tax deed mentioned therein. 

lliolor)' :-.\.ftI"" 1817.' p. 207. Act !2D. Ell'. Aug. 30;--C: L. ·t7. 8962 ;-Am. 
IOPI. p. 178 •. \ct 118. Eft'. lirpl. 5;-Suh-_tion I of Act 128 of 1901 "xpre •• ly 

1"'''':'::1;';,:; .:~ ... I~~f'r to 1'8" limitntion Inw8 prf'8C'rihing to time within 
,,1""11 pa .. ' ..... hall ...... rt Ihpir r;,rhls by 8uit,-Prke v. Hopkin •. 11 M. 81~. 

The olalul .. of limilalion. providerJ b,. Act U8. Public Acto ot 1901, ill not 11 
",""ral .I.tule of IImilRtiono II. to tax title, bul applies only 10 titles oiJtained 
undrr c .... n"'ry prort"f'flin.,..-Brillnl y. (illl«k f't 81.. It. M. "i. 

Sft-lion H' of II", l"BS La .. (Act Z06 ot 18011. imposing a .ix months' limita
tion In "hirh lhe own"r of lAnd may qu""tlon Ihe valirlity of a tall rlerd or 
IIIK til .... d.- not .pply to Ihe nnd ... 10 an unrO'rordrd contract for Ille 881e 
ot land ... ho hu paid lhe tall. and who )'81 not hern ..,rverl with notice by 
,~ pu ..... haorr of Ihe lAX titl~. allbou," bi. grantor was properly ",,"ed as the 
holdpr of Ihe ,..,.,rd Ittlp.~.kabuw.I" Y. Audilor nen"r81, I .. 111," 48. 

Mction I" of the Tax L.... eo amendrd by Act US. Public Acts of 1901. 
providin. a ail' monthll' Jimitation to rommrnce Ruit to IN!'t aside a tax deed 
Met.... nolk... of pu ..... h • ..,. I. unconstitutional and not laking property Ly 
<1 ... p_ of " ... -O'Connor Y. l·a~n"'r. 144 111. 240. 
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, Where taxes' have been paid' and the land erroneously included in Auditor 
General's petition. and decree making sale confirmed, a cancellation may be 
made by the Auditor General even after the expiration of six months' notice 
by the purchaser of the tax title.-Schaaf et al. v. Auditor General et al., 146 
M. 504; Hayward v. Auditor General, 1.47 M. 591; Hall v. Miller, 150 M. 800. 

Owners are not barred by neglecting to take a reconveyance, after the service 
of a notice based on a deed void on its face.-Fitschen .v. Olson, H5 M. 820. 

SEC. 144. (4143) The Auditor General shall be made a 
party defendant to all actions or proceedings insituted for 
the purpose of setting aside any sale or sales for delinquent 
taxes on lands held as State tax lands, or which have been 
~old as such or which have been sold at annual tax sales, or 
for purpose of setting aside any taxes returned to him and 
for which sale has not been made; in all such cases a copy of 
the bill of complaint or petition shall be served upon the' 
Auditor General and the prosecuting attorney at the time 
of commencing the a,ction, which said service shall be in 
lieu of the service of process. Upon so being made a party, 
it shall be the duty of the Auditor General, whenever he 
~hall, in his discretion deem the s~me to be expedient, to the 
end that the State of Michigan may be fully protected, to 
cause the Attorney General to represent him in such pro
l'eedings. In any suit or proceedings instituted for the pur
pose in this section mentioned, no costs shall be taxed 
against either party to the action.. -

History:-Added 1899, p. aD, Act 97, Imd. E1\'. June 1 ;-Am. 1911, p. n, Act 
10, E1\'. Aug. 1. 

As to requirement of one seeking to set aside taxes' see Merrill v. Auditor 
General, H M. 169. 

In suit to set aside drain tax county drain commissioner shall be made a 
party.-Act 141 of 1899. , 

An order of the circuit court denying a writ of assistance and holding a tax 
sale void in a proceeding in which the Auditor General was not a party, may 
be reviewed on a petition tor mandamus to compel the Auditor General to 
refund the taxes held void under the decrce.-Newton v. Powers, Auditor Gene~al, 
131 M. 547. 

See Secs, 70, 78, 76. • 
A' tax-payer who neglects or refuses to pay any portion of his assessmerit and 

litigates all of it. will be required to pay such penalties and interest as are 
flxecl by law upon such portion of the assessment as is held valid.-Powers et al. 
v. City of Detroit, et al., 189 M. 80. 

Sec. 144 held valid.-Hane)' v. Miller, lS4 M. 837. 

SEC. 145. (4144) It shall be the duty of the Governor on 
the first day of November nineteen hundred five, to' appoint 
three resident freeholders of this State, who shall be duly 
qualified ele<;tors thereof, and who shall hereafter consti
tute a ,Board of State Tax Commissioners, with powers and 
duties as prescribed under this act, one of whom so ap
pointed shall hold office until the first W~dnesday in Janu
ary, nineteen hundred nine, one of whom so appointed shall 
hold office until the first Wednesday in January, nineteen 
hundred eleven, and one of whom so appointed shall hold 
office until the first 'Wednesday in January, nineteen hun
dred thirteen, and until their successors shall have been ap
pointed and shall have qualified .. Thereafter the successors 
of each member of said Board of State Tax Commissioners 
shall be appointed by the Governor by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, and shall hold office for the term 
of six years and until their successors shall have been ap
pointed apd qualified. The persons who now constitute the 
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Board of State Tax Commissioners under appointments here
tofore made shall continue to hold their office until the first 
day of November, nineteen hundred five, and until their suc-
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cessor. shall have been appointed and qualified. All appoint- Appointments 

mente which are provided to tie made.by the Governor under ~r~~gm!'!:IOn 
this section of this act, except in the first instance, shall be of legislatnre. 
made while the legislature is in session, and not at any other 
time, except in cases where a vacancy in office shall occur 
otherwise than by the expiration of the term of office of any 
member of said board. In case a vacancy in the office occurs Vacancies. 
otherwise than by expiration of the term, the Governor shall 
have power to appoint to fill such vacal)cy at any time, and 
the person so appointed shall hold office until the next meet-
ing of the legislature after such appointment, and no longer. 

HIJrtory :-Added 1890, p. 128, Act 154,. Imd. Eft'. June 28 ;-Am. 1901, p. 249, 
Act 176, Imd. Eft'. May 17;-Am. 1905. p. 484. Act 281. Eft'. Sept. 16. . 

The 81M'8IlInent of property for taxation Is not a matter of such local concern 
that the l.,.tllature cannot provide for a State board of tax commissioner. to 
_ .. per"l_ Bnd revlae the 8Aseasments made by the local assessors.-State 'fax 
Lumml .. loner. Y. A .. .,..,r Clly of Grand Rapids, 124 M. 491. I 

SEC. 146. (4145) Said board shall elect a secretary at a Secretary, 
lIalary not to exceed two thousand dollars per annum, and salary of. 

a chief clerk at a salary not to exceed one thousand eight 
hundred dollan per annum: Provided, That when any per-
Mon .hall have served continuously as secretary for a period 
of four year. the salary of said secretary may be increased 
to an amount not exceeding three thousand dollars. The 
penons so elected shall hold. their offices during the pleasure 
of said board. The secretary shall keep a record of all the Duties. 
proceedings of said board, and shall perform such other 
duties as may be assigned to him by the board. The secretary 
nnd chief clerk shall devote all their time to the' duties of 
their omces. 

HI.tory :-Add .. " UBI, p. ttl, Act 154, Imd. Eft'. June !I ;-Am. 1901, P. 249. 
Act 174. Imd. Eft'. May 17;-Am. 1U05. p. 485, Act 281. Elf. Sept. 18;-Am. lOll, 
p. II, Act 17, Elf. A .... I.-Am. 1817, p. 880, Act 200, Elf. Aug. 10. 

SEC. 141. (U46) The members of said board, and the Member. to 
"ecretary and chief clerk thereof, shall take and subscribe take oath •. 
the constitutional oath of omce to be filed with the Secretary . 
of State. The members of said board shall receive an annual Salary and 
I<alary of two thousand five hundred dollars; and they shall expenses. 
also receive their necessary expensea in the performance of 
their dutif'R, both to be audited and allowed by the Board of 
~tate Auditors, and paid monthly by the State Treasurf'r out 
of the general fund, 

HI.tory:-AddHi 188D"," Itt. Act 15', Imd. Eft'. June II;-Am. 1805, p. 485, Act 
'MI, Elf. Sept. 18. 

SEC. 148. (4141) All regular sessions of said board shall Ses~lons of 
he held at the omce of &aid board in the city of Lansing, to ::rJd. where 
be furnished by the Board of State Auditors. Special meet- . 
IngB of Raid board may be held at any place most convenient. 
The Raid board and the members thereof, or any duly author
izt'd rt'prt'sentative tht'reof, shall have acceS8 to all books, 
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papers, documents, statements and accounts on file or of 
record in any of the departments of State, subject to the 
rules and regulations of the respective departments relative 
to the care of the public records. The said board and the 
members thereof, or any duly authorized representatives 
thereof, shall have like acce.ss to all books, papers, documents, 
statements and accounts on file or of record in counties, 
townships and inunicipalities, and shall have authority to 
take possession of any assessment roll for use in carrying out 
the .provisions of this act upon presenting to the assessing 
qfficer having the same in his control a receipt therefor, 
signed by the person taking such roll in his possession, and 
the said board shall be responsible for the return of said roll 
within a reasonable time thereafter; said board shall have 
the right to subpoena witnesfiles upon a subpoena signed by 
the chairman' of said board, and attested by the secretary 
thereof directed to such ,witnesses, and which subpoena may 
be served by any person authorized to serve subpoenas from 
courts of record in this State, and the attendance of wit
nesses may be compelled by attachment to be issued by any 
circuit court in the State upon proper showing that such 
witness has been' properly subpoenaed and has refused to 
obey such subpoena. The person serving such subpoena shall 
receive the same compensation now allowed to sheriffs and 
other officers for serving subpoenas. Said board shall have 
power to examine witnesses under oath, said oath to be ad
ministered by any member of said board or by the secretary 
thereof. Said board or any duly authorized representative 
thereof shall have the right to examine the property, books, 
papers or accounts of any corporation, firm or individual 
owning property liable to assessment for taxes, general or 
specific, under the laws of this State, and to require, upon, 
blanks to be furnished by said board, a statement under oath 
of the president, secretary, superintendent or managing 
officer of a corporatipn, of a member of a firm, or an individ
ual, containing such information as the said board may re
quire to enable it to arrive at the true cash value of the 
property of such corporation, firm. or individual subject to 
taxation under the laws of this State, and any assessing 
officer who shall refuse to deliver his assessment roll upon 
demand of a member or representative of the Board of State 
'I'ax Commissioners, or any officer or stockholder of any such 
corporation, any member of any such firm, or any person 
or persons who shall refuse to permit said inspection, refuse. 
or fail to make such statement, or neglect or fail to appear 
before said board in response to a subpoen'a"or testify as pro
vided for in this section, shall be deemed guilty of a misde
meanor, and shall be punished by a fine not exceeding one 
thousand dollars or by imprisonment in the State prison for 
a period not exceeding two years, or by both such fine and 
imprisonment in the discretion of the court. 

History:-Added 1800. p. 229. Act 154, Imd. Elf. June 23;-Am. 1905, p. 435, 
Act 281, Elf. Sept. HI;tAm. 1-911, p. 23, Act 17, Elf. Aug I ;-Am. 1913, p. 268, 
Act 153, £If. Aug. 14; , Am. 1915, p. 225, Act 138, EO'. Aug. 24. , 
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~rtain muRt "how hy their record. adjournments from such day.-Delray Land 
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81':('. U9. (U48) 8aid board shall hold regular meetings Re~ular ~Dd 
011 the first Tuesday of March, June, July, August, Septem- ::.~~~~. 
bel' and Octoher in each year, and may hold adjourned ses-
"ions as may be deemed necessary by it for the proper per-
formance of the duties de\-olving upon said board. The chair-
man may call special sessions of the board whenever he may 
cll'('m it advisable so to do, and shall call such special ses-
Mions IIpon the written request of two members. 

JIIotory:-Added 18.9. p. flO. Act 15'. Imd. Eft'. JUDe 23 :-Am. 1905. p. 636. 
Ad t81. Ell'. Sept. It. 

SEC. 1:;0. (U49) It shall be the duty of said board: ~utYd of 

1. To ha\'e and exercise general supervision over the ar. 

Illlpenisors and other asses8ing officers of this State, and to 
take lIuch measures as will secure the enforcement· of the 
pro\'illions of this act to the end that all the properties of 
this State liable to assessment for taxation shall be placed 
lIpon the assessment rolls and assessed at their actual cash 
\'alue; . 

2. To confer with and advise assessing officers as to their 
duties under this act, and to institute proper proceedings to 
f'nforce the pl'nalties and liabilities provided by law for pub
lic omcer!1, omcers of corporations and individuals failing to 
("om ply "'ith the provisions of this act; ~o prefer charges to 
lhe Gm'ernor a~ainst asse!lsing and taxation officers who vio
late the law or fail in the performance of thl'ir duties in 
rf'rl'rl'nce to aSSl's~ment and taxation, and in the execution 
IIr these powers the said board may call upon the Attorney 
Oeneral or any prosecuting attornl'Y in the State to assist 
!laid board; 

3. To receh-e all complaints as to property liable to taxa
tion that has not been assessed or that has been fraudulently 
flr improperly assessed, and to im-estigate the same, and to 
take linch proceediD~s all will correct the irregularity com
"lainI'd of, if any is found to exist; 

4. To require from any omCl'r in this State, on forms pre
IIerihed by lIaid Board of State Tax Commissioners such an
nnal or othl'r repoMs as shall enable said Board of State Tax 
f'nmmisllionl'rs to allcertain the assessed value and equa1ized 
mlneN of all property listed for taxation throughout the 
IItate under this act, the amount of taxes assl'ssed. collected 
IIl1d returnl'd and such othl'r matter as the board may re
qllirl', to the t"nd that it may ha\-e complete statistical infor
mation all to the practical operation of this act; 

5. To fnrni!lh the State Board of Equalization at each ses
"ion thereof an estimate of tbe actual cash value of the tax
able property of ("ach county in the State, and to meet with 
the ~tate Board of r-.qnalization when requested by said 
board to do po. 

Hi.tnry:-.,,,.k>d , .... p. %In. Act 156. Imd. Eft'. June 18:-Am. 1005. p. 618 • 
• \ct 281. ElF. Sept. It:-.'m. ItU. p. re •• Act 151, Eft'. A .... U. 
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A single member of the State Tax Commission may act in reviewing assess
ments and in making additions to the rolls.-State Tax Commissioners v. Asses
sors, City of Grand Rapids. lU M. '91. 

A manufacturers' or belt line road subject to assessment if organized under 
train railroad act.-City of Detroit v. Detroit Manufacturers' Railroad, 149 M. 580. 

The Board of State Tax Commissioners has no power to IIx the compensation 
of clerks and assistants employed by it. Such power is lodged in the Board of 
State Auditors and their judgment in the matter is not subject to review.-
Warner v. Board State Auditors, 128 M. 500. . 

Where an assessment of a city is· made by one central board and the city is 
treated as a unit, the state tax commission may .treat the city as a unit on 
equalizution and need not make the equalization by wards.-Auditor General 
v. Griffin, 140 M. 427. , 

SEC. 151. (4150) The Board of State Tax Commissioners 
shall on or before the fifteenth day of December preceding 
each regular session of the Legislature, make a report to the· 
Governor of the State, setting forth the workings of said 
commission during the period covered by said report, and 
containing the findings and recommendations of said com
mission in relation to all matters of taxation. The board' of 
State Auditors shall cause to be printed as many copies 
thereof, . not exceeding five thousand, as the said board shall 
deem necessary. . 

History:-Added 1899, p. 282, Act 154; Imd. Eft'. June 28;-Am. 1918, p. 270, 
Act 158, Eft'. Aug. 14. 

SEC. 152. (4151) After the varIous assessment rolls re
quired to be made under this act or under the provisions of 
any municipal charter shall have been passed upon by the 
several boards of review, and prior to the making and deliv
ery of the tax rolls. to the proper officer. for collection of 
taxes, the said several assessment rolls shall be subject to 
inspection by said Board of State Tax Commissioners'or by 
any member or duly authorized representative thereof and' in 
case it shall appear :to said board after such iI~vestigation, 
or be made to appear to said ·board by written complaint of 
any taxpayer, that property subject to taxation has been 
omitted from or improperly described upon said roll or in
dividual assessments have not been made in compliance with 
law, the said board may issue an order directing the assessor 
whose assessments are to be reviewed to appear with his as-

, sessment roll and the sworn statemerits of the person or per
sons whose .property or whose assessments are to be con sid
eredat a .time and .place to be stated in said order, said time 
to be not less than seven days from the date of the issuance 
of said' order, and the place to be at the office of the board 
of supervisors at the county seat or at such other place in. 
8aid courcty in which said roll was made as said board shall 
deem most convenient for the hearing herein provided. A copy 
of said order shall be published in at least one newspaper pub
lished in said county, if there be any, at least five days be
fore the time at which said assessor is required to appear; 
and where practicable, personal notice by mail shall be given' 
prior to said hearing to all persons whose assessments are 
to be considered. A copy of said order shall also be served 
upon the supervisor or assessing . officer in whose possession 
said roll shall be at least three day~ before he is required to 
appear with said roll. The said board; or any member there-
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of, shall appear at the time and place mentioned in said 
order, and the super"isor or assessing officer upon whom said 
notice shall have been served shall appear also with said 
aM8essment roll. The said board or any member thereof, as the' 
("aile may be, shall then and there hear and determine as to 
Ihe proper assessment of all property and persons mentioned 
in said notice, and all persons affected or liable to be affected 
I,y re,-iew of said assessments thus provided for may appear 
and be heard at said hearing. In case said board, or member petermining 

I hereof, \\'ho shall act in said review, shall determine that the ::!"e.t:.ess-
U4l!eSMments so reviewed are not assessed according to law, 
he or they shall, in a column provided for that purpose, place 
I)pposite said property the true and lawful assessment of the 
~ame. As to the property not upon the assessment roll, the 
gaid board, or member thereof acting in said review, shall 
rlace the same upon said assessment roll by proper descrip-
tion and shall place thereafter, in the proper column, the 
true cash value of the same. As to property not properly Corre.ctions, 
rlescribed upon the asseSMment roll, the said board, or mem- etc .• In roll. 
hf'r thereof acting in said re"iew, shall make such change in. 
the description of the proper:ty assessed as is found necessary. 
~aid board shall also spread upon said roll a certificate, 
~ign .. d by each member officiating at the review proceedings, 
~howing th .. day and date on which said assessment roll was 
I·e\·iewed. For appearing with said roll as required herein 
the Impervisor orallse~sing officer shall receive the same per 
dirm all illl received by him while in attendance at the meet-
ing of the board of supervisors, to be presented to and paid 
!tythe proper officer of the municipality of which he is the 
al4l4f'MMing officer in the manner as his other compensation if! 
paid. The action of said board or member done as provided Action final. 

in thiM 8ct shall be final. When the assessment of any prop-
[,fty bas been reviewed by said board as herein authorized, 
1411('h 81!1If'MMment sball not be changed for a peripd of ·three 
Yf'ars, where the property rrmains substantially the same, 
without the written conllrnt of said hoard. 'Whenever it be- When dis

romes neceMMary for !laid board to review tbe assessment of !~~~n~ ~~y 
all property in an aSMeslling district and such review results review. 

in a change of more than flftf'en per cent above' or below the 
nggrf'gate amount apprO\'ed by the board of review of said 
aMMf'MMing district, all ex penile incident to said review, in-
r'lnding !lalaries and expenses of the representatives of said 
bnard "'hile 8ctively engagf'd in preparing for and conducting 
"ueh re"iew, shall be paid hy the district reviewed. The said Certified' 

hoard shall submit a eertified statement in detail of the ex- ~~~':':::~d:o 
penile 110 incurred to the Auditor General, who shall forth- . 
with charge same to the county, and the board of supervisors 
of the county at its rej!ular Octoher meeting next follo.wing 
IIhaH order same included in the taxe8 to be ley-ied ,in the Ta~ levy. 
aSlletllling district 80 rf'~'iew£'d for the current year, and paid 
to said board not lat£'r tban the first day of lIarchnext fol-
lowing. 

Hlotory:-Adlif'fl IA8 •• p. tn. A.-t 15 •. ,lm.I. Efr. June 18:-Am. ID05; p. faT. 
Act 181. t;fr. IK'pt. U;-Am. 1.09. p. U. Act 8, tfr. Sept. I ;-Am. lUll, p. U, 
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Act 17, Eff. Aug. 1 ;-Am. 1913, p. 270, Act 158, Elf. Aug. U;-Am. 1921, p. 495, 
Act 265. Rff. Aug. 18. • 

The Board of State Tax Commissioners may change and correct the valuation 
of property, made by the board of review, and may add to the' assessment roll 
property omitted therefrom, and it is the duty. of the assessor to spread the 
taxes on the roll according to the valuations as changed by the State Board 
of Tax Commissioners: HeJd, that the term uboard of review," in Sec. a9. 
applies to the local board or the State board, as circumstances require, and 
where the state board had changed the valuations, the taxes should be assessed 
according to the valuations ·so changed.-5tate Tax Commissioners v. Quinn; 
125 M. 128. . 

After the time when the tax roll is made, and placed in the hands of the city 
treasurer there is no authority in the board to increase or reduce the assess
ment.-State Tax Comrs. v. Cady, 124 M. 688. 

The Board of State Commissioners has the power at any time prior to the 
equa1ization and apportionment of State and county taxes, to review the assess
ments and add to the rolls assessments against persons, or property omitted there
from, provided the same is done according to the provisions of the statute.-Bialy 
v. City of Bay City. 139 M. 495. 

A notice published by the State tax commissioner dated Ma,y 13th of a hearing 
to review assessments to be beld May 18th is su~cient five days notice.-City 
of Port Huron v. Wright, 150 M. 279. 

It will be presumed that the members of the tax commission exercise honesty 
nnd their best judgment in performing their official duty; the burden of proof 
is on the plaintilf in an action to recover back taxes, paid under protest, to 
establish fraud, which cannot be inferred from a mere difference in judgment.
Island Mill Lumher Co. v. City of Alpena, 176 M. 575. 

The Board of State Tax Commissioners have the right to inspect tax rolls after 
they have been passed on by the various reviewing boards, and, if the investiga
tion warrants, may issue an order to the assessor whose rolls are under review 
to appear with his assessment rolls, and the board is authorized not only to 
inspect and investigate the rolls but also to examine witnesses and documents.
Board of Tax Commissioners v. Kohler, 193 ~. 420. 

SEC, 153. (4152) In addition to the secretary and ,chief 
clerk said board may employ such other clerical assistance 
as may be necessary and required to perform the duties im
)losed upon it by this act. The average compensation paid 
for such clerical assistance shall not exceed one thousand 
dollars per annum for each clerk employed : Provided, That 
Raid board may employ such expert assistance as may from 
time to time be necessary and essential to a proper exercise 
of the powers and performance of the duties prescribed in 
this act, The compensation for such expert assistance shall 
be fixed by said board at such amount as shall be approved 
by the board of state auditors: Provided, That the com
pensation herein authorized and all other necessary expenses 
incurred in carrying out the provisions of this act shall be 
allowed by the Board of State Auditors upon proper vouch
ers approved by the president and secretary of the board and 
paid by the state treasurer out of the general fund, 

History:-Adrled 1899, p. 288, Act 154, Imd. Eff. June 23;-Am. 1905, p. 438, 
A~t 281, Eff. Sept. 16 ;-Am. 1911, p. 25, Act 17, Elf. Aug. I. , 

Order of the Board of State Tax Commissioners for a general and special 
review held to have complied with Secs. 152 and 153, as to the form and publica
tion, and not void by reason' of bein~ set for the same date. Where a review 
of a rolI by the Board of State Tax Commissioners is held on a day other than 
the day advertised, such action is void.-Bialy v. City of Bay City, 139 M. 495. 

SEC. 154. (4153) If it shall be made to appear to said 
board at any time that any property liable to taxation has 
not been assessed for any previous year as herein provided, 
the said board shall report the same to the proper assessing 
officer and the same shall be listed for taxation upon the next 
assessment roll that shall be made, and shall be valued as 
all other property. The said board shall further certify to 
the board of supervisors of the several counties at the Oc
tober session thereof, next after said property shall be then 
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listed for taxation, the description of said property and 
the several years that the same has been liable for and es-
caped taxation, and said board of supervisors shall ascertain Supervisor~ 
the rate of taxation, for said several years and shall order ~t:.scertam 
the taxes for said years to be spread against said property 
IIpon the valuation for the then current year, and the same 
"hall be so spread in a col\lmn provided for that purpose, 
and it shall constitute a charge against the person and prop-
erty, and be collected as other taxes: Provided further, Proviso. 
That this provision shall not be deemed to relate ba<:k prior 
to the going into effect of this section: And! provided further, 
That in case of change in ownership of the property omitted, 
said taxes shall not be spread against said property prior to 
the last change of ownership. 

HI.tory:-Added 180', p. 234, Act 156, Imd. Eff. June 28;-Am. 1905, p. 688, 
A'1J8~5f.ffi.:!~t·O}G·18UO. creating a Board of State Tal( Commissioners gives 
o,,('h board the power to add property to the roll for purposes of city taxation.
Detroit United Railway v. BoaEd of State Tal( Commissioners, 136 M. 90. 

SEC. 155. (4154) It shall be unlawful for any person, co- Trespa ... 
partnership, company or corporation to cut or attempt to 
tut any standing timber growing upon lands in this State 
IIpon which the taxes remain unpaid from and after the 
tenth day of January succeeding that at which the tax was 
assessed, and before said lands are bid off to the State for 
non·payment of taxes, or to remove any timber, wood, logs 
or buildings therefrom. 

Hlotory :-Added 1801, p. 71, Act 66, Eff. Sept. 5. 

SEC. 156. (4155) If any person, co·partnership, company 
or corporation shall cut any standing timber growing upon 
any lands in this State upon which the. taxes remain un
paid, after the same have become due and have been returned 
to the county treasurer, and before said lands are sold for 
the non-payment of taxes, or if any person, co-partnership, Trespass by 
company or corporation shall remove any timber, wood or logs, r~m~Ving 
or tear down or remove any buildings from any such lands b:;;ld~~:'~ 
within the time above mentioned, it shall be the duty of the 
('ounty treasurer of the county where such lands are situated 
to issue a warrant under his hand and seal in the name of the County treas. 
people of the State of Michigan, directed to the sheriff of'the urer to issue 
county in "'hich such lands are situated, giving therein a de- :;::''J~~t to 
scription of such lands, the amount of such taxes due and re-
maining unpaid, with interest and charges thereon, as pro-
vided by law, commanding such sheriff forthwith to seize such 
timber, logs, wood or buildings, or in case such buildings 
have been torn down, the lumber and other building material 
of the same, wherever the same may be found in any county 
in this State, and to sell the same or a sufficient quantity 
thereof to satisfy such taxes, with interest and charges there-
on, and the cost of such seizure and sale. The sheriff shall Sheriff to 
receive such warrant and execute the same as therein di- ::::'iu;e ;ar
rected as in the case of levy and sale on execution, and make make ;eturn. 
due return thereof with his doings thereon t~ the county 
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treasurer within thirty days after ~he receipt of the .same, 
and pay over all moneys collected thereon to the county 
treasurer, who shall apply the amount so collected to the 
payment of taxes on the lands described in said warrant, to
gether with the interest and charges thereon, and the costs 
of such seizure and sale. ' In case the moneys received from 
any such sale shall exceed the amount necessary to pay all 
such taxes due and payable, together with interest and 
charges thereon, and the costs of such seizure and sale, all 
sums so received, over and .above the amount necessary· to 
pay such taxes, together with the interest and charges there
on and the costs of such I;leizure and sale, shall be held by the 
county treasurer subject to the order of the person, co-part
nership, company or corporation owning said lands. 

History :-Added 1901, p. 71, Act '6. Elf •. Sept. 5. 
Timber cut upou lands which are delinquent for taxes' is subject to levy under 

county treasurers' warrant for the collection of such taxes.-Broadwell v. 
Walker, 216 1If. 210.' . 

SEC. 157 (4156) When any person, co-partnership, com
pany or corporation shall neglect or refuse to pay any tax 
assessed on the lands of such person, co-partnership, com
pany or corporation after such taxes shall have become due 
and have been returned to the county treasurer, and before 

County treas- said lands are sold for the non-payment of taxes, the county 
:::-j~n~io"~t~~n treasurer shall make application for and be entitled to an 
restrain injunction to restrain waste on any of such lands upon which 
waste. the taxes shall remain unpaid, and to prevent the cutting Of 

any timber. standing or growing thereon or the removal of 
any timber wood or logs, or the tearing down or removing 
of any buildings therefrom. Any circuit judge or circuit 
court commissioner of the county in which such lands are 
situated may on application of such county treasurer make 
an order ,restraining any person, co-partnership, company or 
corporation from committing waste on any suc,h lands by the 
cutting of any timber standing or growing thereon or the 

Injunction 
not to be im
paired by 
failure to 
collect taxes. 

removal of any timber, wood or logs, or the tearing down or 
removal of any buildings therefrom. The right of the county 
treasurer to a writ of injunction shall not be lost or impaired 
by reason of any failure or neglect on the part of the town
ship treasurer or other collecting officer to collect the above 
unpaid taxes. 

Hi.tory:-Added 1901, p. 72, Act ,~, Elf. Sept. 5. 
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Ahl(er VB. Slaght ....................... . 
A1I9II(&D Village VB. Chaddock •............ 
Allen VB. Cowley ....................... . 

Alpena City Water Power CO. VI. City of 
Alpena ....•......................... 

~~\',:: !'s~~~I1(~~.~~'. ~.~~~~~ .~~':'~~ 
Ambler VI. Auditor General •............. 
"Ames VB. P. H. L. D. & Booming Co ..... 
"Anderson va. Baughman ..•.•.•......... 
Anderson .V" Besser .................... . 

138 

111 
64 

119 
128 

130 

194 
9 

3S 
11 

7 
131. 

AngeU vo. Courtright. . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . .. 111 
Arbuckle. Ryan CO. VS. City of Grand Ledge 122 
"Arenac Supervisors vs. 108co Supervisors. 144 

.•••••....•...• "Attorney Gen .• ex. reI. Barnes VB. Bd. of 
Supervisors of Midland Oounty...... . .. 178 

Bay... . • • • • . •. Attorney Gen. VI. B'd of Super's of Bay 00. 34 
Ingham..... • .. ·Attorney General vs. Bruce. . • . • . . . . . . .. Z13' 

.' 

Page. 

77 
211 
682 

643 

391 
503 
130 

491 

525 
589 
688 
530 

518 

622 
332 
746 
139 
69 

487 

223 
491 

52 

513 
46 

532 

Subjects. 

Brldll(es .................................... . 
Local Improvements ............... '" ...... .. 
Taxes - Malicious proBecutlon - Evidence -

Practice ................................. . 
State tax land bOOk_Public record..-Dealing 

10 ~x titles-Return of purchase money ..... . 

Assessment roll-Equitable relief ............. . 
Hillhway taxes ............................. . 

M~~~I~yg:,,~d~~~~~ft~!S ;F ::\':.~! ~n~ 
Ta~~~m~~~~11:~~~:~nation 'by 'AuditOr 

General-Sec. 127 P. A. 1899 Construed ..... . 
Writ of assistance ........................... . 
Drain taxes ................................ . 
Liability of sureties ......... ' ...............•• 
Tax law-Hearing-Tim&-Sufflciency-Sale by 

Sta_Validlty ............................ . 

M~¥~~~ '!~"l't;~ggt~~~;f ';:;~P.t.,!,:';'ru~:~ 
Highway ta.x6l>-Exemption of after acquired 
property-Contract construed .............. . 

Cash value ................................. . 
Description" ................................ . 
Suit alla.inst Sta_Executive discretion ....... . 

M~~~~tio~~lg:~'a:tid ·block.·defined:.·.·.·.:::::: 
Trover-Measure' of damages-Evidence In 

mitigation of damages ...................... . 
Drain ta.xes ................................ . 
Limitation of municipal taxation •.............. 
Board of supervisor_Auditing claims-Action 

by one countf againSt another county ....... . 

Review by Stata Board-Increased valuation .. 
Highway tax_County tax for highways, ..... . 
Highway taxes .•............................ 

Sec. 

36 
86 

72,1U 

78.8' 

8'.70 
36 

71.113 

.. ...... "72 
37 
43 

66.84.139 

39 
27 
25 

87. 124 
72 
25 

73.86 
37 
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.. ; ......... 
34 
37 
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Year. 

1875 
1895 
1897 

1899 
1885 
1912 
1879 

1888 
1875 
1874 

County. Title. 

Kalamazoo ..... Attorney General vs. Burrell ....•........ 
Kent.. . . . . . . .. Attorney General VI. Cogshall ........... . 
Wayne· ......... Attorney General VB. Common Council ... . 

Ingham........ Attorney General VB. A. P. Cook Co ..... . 
Wexford....... Attorney General VS. Marr .............. . 
Wayne........ 'Attorney General VS. McRb.e ........... . 
Sanilac... . . . .. Attorney General VS. Sanilac Supervisors .. 

Sanilac........ Attorney General vs. Sanilac SupervIsors .. 
Ingham ........ Attorney General vs. Smith ............ , .. 
St. Clair.. . . . .. Attorney Gen. vs. Supervisors of St. Clair .. 

Volume. 

31 Mlch ... 
107 • 
113 

122 
55 

168 
42 

71 
31 
30 

1886 Iron ........... Attorney General vs. Weimer............. 59 
1906 Iron.. . . . ... . . .. Attorney General ex rel. Scott vs. McCol-

man et al......... ..... ... ............ 144 

1906 Ingham. . . . . . . . Attorney General VB. State :aoard of As-
sessors ............................... 143 

1896 Lenawee ....... Atwell VS. Barnes....................... 109 
1872 Lenawee. . .. . .. Atwell VB. Zeluff. . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 
1896 Ontonagon ..... Auditor General vs. Ayer................ 109 
1899 Gogebic ....... Auditor General VS. Ayer................ 122 

1920' Houghton ...... Auditor General VI. Ayer ................ 211 
1890 Wayne ........ Auditor General vs. Baker................ 84 
1895 Bay .. \ ......... Auditor General VS. Bay 00. Supervisors.. 106 

1910 St. Clair ........ 'Auditor General VB. Blsho,!'. .... ......... 161 
1872 Jackson,....... Auditor Gen. VB. B'd Super s Jackson Co.. . 24 
1900 Muskegon ... ,. Auditor General VB. Bolt............... .. 124 

1907 Muskegon ..... Auditor General va. Bolt................. 147 

1903 Marquette ..... Auditor General :VS. Buckeye Iron 00 .... , 132 

1904 Emmet ........ Auditor General VI. Calkins et al ......... 136 

1904 Osceola........ Auditor General VI. Carpenter ............ '138 

Page. 

25 
181 
388 

453 
445 
511 

72 

16 
359· 
388 

580 

67 

73 

10 
118 
694 
136 

244 
113 
662 

117 
237 
185 

283 

454 

669 

Subjects. 

Voluntary payment .... , ....... _ ... , ........ . 
Supervisor in cIties .......................... . 
Exemption of benevolent, etc .. Institutions, and 

telephone companies ..................... " 

~a:;-~~~<}'lfe~~~: ::: : : : : : :': : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 
Special Assessment ..... :. : ....... ' .......... . 
Valuation-Equalliation-Petltlons for reduc-

tion-Power to equalize ................... . 
Mortgag_Taxation of ..................... . 
Title ...................................... . 
Assessment--County treasurer-Annlial tax sale 

-Oounty treasurer's bond-ResPQnsibility of 
county for money received at tax sale ...... . 

New counties .... , ......................... ,. 

Townships-:-Vacating townshlp-Election-
ConstitutIOn .............................. . 

R~t~ °Sci~~agg~ti~~16n d:~c;r~r28~,ej.. '1: 
1905. construed ............................ . 

Local Improvements--Draln tax_Estoppel. .. . 
Tax warrant--Involuntary payment;-Protest .. . 
Equalization-Record of ..................... . 
Unlawful agreement of board of review-Entry 

'Of values--Time-Certifica_Equallzation 
-Record of .............................. . 

g~!~~~~ ~g~rra~fed!;J~~:::: : : : : : : : : : : ::: : 
Title of act--Account between State and county 

Sec. 

46 
10 

7 
4 

105· 

24,34 
8 

98 

37,70,93 
105 

.. "36:37:06 
42,46 

99 

29,99 
66 
66 

Pr~:~~~;:g~~~R~~fo:'i'e'!,~~~.~~~.~~t.~. T, 87,89 
Specl Assessments ........... ; ........................ '3'5' 
Apportionment of tax to pay amount due State .. 
Taxation-Rejected tax_Payment by county 

-Time of ps;;:ment--Mandamult-b;xpenses 
D~~~';;J ~~es~mmlSsioner..:..:60ila:terai 87,91,95,96 

attack of <liain .............. , ........ '.' . . . 39 

Tas"ec:~ii;-lo~~ur& ~,~'ll'~tr~0~~s9:e8i:~<!:0~ 
strued.................................... 33 

Tag::.aPo'l:i~'t~o~~~:.!:,e;J~. ~~~~s.~~~~~t~~t: .•...•.•• , .. 
Taxes-Failure of Act to provide for enforcing 

lien-Prior sale to State ................... . 138, 127 

... .... . = 



1896 Chebon&D. .... Auditor General v •. Chandl ........... , .... lOS IWI9 Board or ... vl .... -He&rinlli or petltlon-Am"nd-

:::''h':!.l
to ...:~~~~r:~Il~~U::~;; 

alatuta .................•................ . 30.116 
1003 Oakland ....... Auditor General va. ChaM ............... 132 630 Rl'palllll8--Change In (fI'Bde or ~Ved .I ..... t-

. ~""tion 6. Chapter 2:l. Act 15 or 111115-
PracI·II'e ..................•..........•...• 70.76 

11108 MldlaDd ....... Auditor General .... CUllom at aI ......... 143 626 T ..... ~Rerund on void aal_RiIlhts or sut>.-

VIul Buren ..... D::'Ynent!.:.::.~. ~~~ .~~~. ill. ~.~e.: : : : : : : 73.139 
11108 "Auditor General v .. Crane .............. 152 94 ............ 
18118 lIaratIa ........ Auditor General va. Duluth. S. S. '" A. Ry. 116 122 Voting taxes-Authority or townahlp board--

Exemption from W.hway tax ................ 36.119 
18110 Kent. ......... Auditor General v .. Flab ................... S4 128 Local improvements ................. ..•...... 36 
1897 Bay ........... Auditor General va. F. '" P. M. R. R. Co ... 114 682 Land. In railroad yam-Exemption ............ 7 
1899 M&Illst..., .•.•.. Auditor Oeneral va. F. '" P. M. R. R. Co .. 119 682 Railroad lands. what exempt .................. 7 
11106 MuakllIIOn ..... Auditor O .... eraI va. Fleming ............. 142 12 Tax_Deocrlption-Reassesament by boan! or 

Bay ........... 
supervisors . ............................... 25.95.96 n "1906 Auditor General .... Grlftln ............... 140 427 Taxeo--Equallzation-Asse .. ment or city .... a > unltr-Errors In proceedings not affecting rn 

IS96 Oceana ........ . Audltor General va. Gurney •............. 109 472 
validity or a tax ........................... ............ l".I School taxe..--Hearlnp: on petition-Taxa, not rn affected by equaliJlation-Taxes charged back 
-Reassessment . ........................... 36.66.95 > 1893 Chippewa ....•• Auditor General .... Hill ................. 97 80 Record of equalization. signing......... • .••.. 34 Z 1894 Chippewa ...... Auditor General v .. Hill ................. 98 326 Board of supervisors--Examinatipn certificates; 
etc .........................••. : .......... 37 t::I 

1903 St. Clair ....... Auditor General v •. Hollman ............. 129 641 C1gf;"art!n~nsr::!:~~~::::"" .~~~~~:-:-. > 108 
1003 Iron ........... Auditor General .... Hughitt et aI ......... 132 311 Tax I .. w-Fraudulent ch .. nge in assessmentr- t:l 

Section 76 of tax I .. w construed .............. 29.39.76 "i 
1897 Musk~n ..... Auditor General v .. Hukhinaon .......... 113 245 Publication in the English lanlliU .. o:e-Presump- :I: 

tion of regularity-Tax roll-Verification of 0 

Auditor General vs. Jenkinson ............ 
treasurer's return-Time .................... 66.90 :xl 

IS92 St. Clair ....... 90 523 Intentional under_ment .............•.. ; . 24 .... 
1916 W .. yne ........ "Auditor General vo'- JoOO ............... 1110 601 Special .... essment ....................•...... ............ "i .... 
1897 MuakOlJon ..... Auditor General va. Kanaar .............. 114 602 Petition for decree-Taxes erroneously charged l".I 

back ..................................... 95 rn 
1896 Houghton ...... Auditor General vs. Keweenaw Association. 107 406 Review - Estoppel- Irregularities - Curative 

statutes-Tax roll-Township treasurer'. re-
turn-County treasurer'. record of delinquent 

~~ia.N·"'~~~J~~~M~.ro':::~~~:-:-~.s~. 30.99 
18ge Barasa ........ Auditor General .... Longyear •.........•. 110 223 Voting taxes--Recom-Hearing on petition-

1917 Bay ........... Auditor General VB. MacKinnon Boiler ... 
De facto ofllcer-EquaIiJI .. tion ... ' ........... 36.66.99 

MachineCO .......................... 199 489 Exemption .................................. 7 
IS93 Saginaw ....... Auditor General .. s. Maier ..............• 95 127 Lo~~~~rg~~~:~~=mJ:,t~~~.~: .r~~~~~I.t~. 36.66.67 
1891 Presque Isle .••. Auditor General vs. McArthur ............ 87 457 Unauthorized exemptlon-~oting taxes--Record 

Saginaw ....... 
-Township board-Burden of proof ........ 7.36.99 

1900 Auditor General VB. MeJze ............... 124 286 Drains - Proceedings - Objection-Estoppel-

~~~k:~!:~~g:.t1g'b~!~~~~~~-. 98 
toO ... ... 



Year. County. Title. Volume. Page. Subjects. Sec. 

1907 Wayne ........ *Auditor General va. Merriam •........•.. 147 Mich ... 630 Inheritance tax law-Mortgage owned by non-
resident ................................... ............ 

1911 ............... Auditor General va . Monroe County · tre881lrer ... ................... '.' ..... 167 .. 453 Mandamus-County accoun_Interest ........ 87 
1915 Muskegon ..... Auditor General VB. NeIBon .............. 189 · .. 93 Acreage-Taxation of costs .. ' ... , , , , , . , ...... 24.66 
1903 Ingham ........ Auditor General VB. Newman ............. 135 · .. 288 Taxes-Lien of taxes sold under void sale-Re-

fund on void Bale-Resale of tax land ......... 98.139 
1890 Wayne .......• Auditor General VB. O·Connor ............ 83 · ... 464 Payment of reassessed taxes ................... 138 
1906 St. Clair ....... Auditor General VB. O·Neill ........... : .. 143 '. .. 343 ' CitieB and villages-Sewers-Assessment In pro-

portion to benefits-Conclusiveness of certlfl-
'cate of engineer ............................ 39 

1889 Mand. Ottawa .. Auditor General va. Ottawa Supervisora ... 76 · .. 295 Account between State and county-Interest ... .87 
1899 Saginaw ....... Auditor General VB. Patterson ............ 122 · .. 39 Refunding-Taxes cbarged back-Lien ......... 73 
1900 Marquette ..... Auditor General va. Pendill .............. 123 · .. 521 Intentional omission of property-Discrimination 

in assessment--Assessment of lands crossed by 

· railroads. etc .............................. 24.25.29.34 
1892 Josco .......... Auditor General VB, Prescott .............. 94 .. 190 Intentional omission .......................... 24 
1890 Wayne ........ Auditor General va. Regents ............. 83 · .. 467 ~t:c~rgrgf:~tr';lization: : :::.'. : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 70 
1890 Mackinac ...... ~~ai~~ g::~l ~:: ~~b~~~~:::::.::::::: 83 · .. 471 34 
1890 Mackinac ...... 83 · .. 471 Record of equalization ........................ 34 
1910 Ingbam ........ Auditor General va. Rutter ............... 161 · .. 470 Reassessment .......................... ' ..... 96 
1901 Ogemaw .....•. Auditor General V8. Sage Land & Imp. Co. 129 · .. 182 Tax law-Tax homestead land-Good faith of 

assessing officer-Practlce-Rule atated ....... 127 
1894 Muskegon ..... Auditor General V8. Sesslona ............. 100' · .. 343 Increase of assessment after review .............. 107 
1904 Gpgebic .•.•... Auditor General V8. Sherman ............. 136 · .. 157 Taxes-Purchase for taxes as affecting prior tUe8 

held by State .................. .- ........... 72,139 
1890 Wayne ....•... Auditor General VB. Sloman .............. 84 · .. 118 Petition-Form of hearlng-Pleadings-Objec-

1893 
tions .................................... . 66 

Saginaw ....... Auditor General va. Smith ............... 95 · .. 132 Presumption of regularity-Burden of proof .... 66 
1898 Gogebic ..... ,. Auditor General V8. Sparrow ............. 116 · .. 574 Description-Abbrevlatlons-Cbange of valua-

tion by board of review-Addition to roll-
Township board-Voting taxes-Submission 
of school tax-Eaualization. record of-Dollar 
sign-Tax rol-Warrant--Non-prejudlcial 
Irregularitle .. -Return-Certlflcate of board of 

25.30.36.99 review ................................... . 
1890 Newaygo ...... Auditor General va. Stiles ................ 83 · .. 460 Title of act--Supervlsor's warrant--Hearing on 

petition-No personal decree-Answer of fraud 
T. 47. 66 -Excessive assessment ........ ' ............. 

1907 Bay ........... Auditor, General va. Stoddard ............ 147 · .. 329 Taxes-Power to Increase assessment ........... 96 
1916 Ontonagon ..... Auditor General VB. Stone ................ 1110 · .. 93 Board of Review ............................. 29.30 
1889 Gd. Traverse •.• Auditor Gen. VB. Super'l Gd. Traverse Co. 73 · .. 182 Account between State and county-Suit against 

, A:~~:tt;;;;~:.it ~H~ra~:°:t~! ~~:t:'~~~ .:::: : : : 87 
1872 Jackson ........ Auditor Gen. vs. Supervisors Jackson Co .. 24 · .. 237 35 
1891 Menominee .... Auditor Gen. VB. Super's Menominee Co, .. 89 · .. 552 Apportionment of State tax. , ................. 35 
1890 Midland ......• Auditor Gen. VS. Supervisors Midland Co .. 84 · .. 121 Account between State and county-Estogr,el. . 87 
1877 Monroe ........ Auditor Gen. VI. Supervisors Monroe Co .. 36 · .. 71 Assessor cannoUegislate-County reaponsi e to 

State for regularltf of taxes-Taxes charged 
baCk-Authority 0 Auditor General. ........ M.95 



1888 

18R9 
1888 

1006 
111:.!l 

1910 
18\'2 
1111111 
1916 
1872 
IMIIII 
11199 

lR!lII 
IH"~ 
II1tj() 

1001 

1902 

18117 
18117 
11194 
1910 
11111 
1910 

'1901 

11185 
1915 
1888 
1~78 
1878 
1883 

'1896 
1914 
1883 
18\10 
18\11 
1903 

1905 

8a11\naw ...... . 

IIhlaw_ .... . 
T\UOOla ....... . 

Eaton ......... . 
WaYDe .. 

lit·. CI"lr ...... . 
hab .. II •....... 
M .. nl.we ..... . 
!!hla ........ ee .... . 
B .. y .......•.. , 
!!anll&e ....... . 
Gogeblc. 

Audil<>f' Gen. VI. Supervbors Sa!(inaw Co. 

Aurtttor OM. VR. MUOflr'. Rhlawa~4f."IIC Ct), 
Auditor OeD ..... Treamrer Tu,"""la Co .. 

Au1lt.nr Oen .. ral v •. TutU.... ..... . .... 
Au(tilor UODorai n. WaYDe Ca. Super· •... 

"Au11!nr O .. n ...... 1 va. Wellm .. n.. . . .. . .. . 
Au11tor General VI. Wlllia ................ . 
Au11tllr Of'loeral Vj. ""0fl19T!'S Tomp. Au·o. 
-Auditor nenf'ral va. WO'lrtward ......... . 
Au Ure. Broorn Co. va. "'·hitney .. 
Aukptell VI. HIlv .... rd ... ... ...... . .. 
Aumra IroD Mininl C~. vo. City of Iron-

WGoi ...••...•.•. _ .....•...•.... , 

JSCkJOOD ........ Au.tin vo. Hyn1m~n .. . 
Muok"lfoD ..... Avery VI. DdWitt ..... . 
Saginaw ...... , Avery n. E:ut Sa1lnaw ................ . 

62 

H 
73 

HfI 
216 

160 
94 

119 
1 III 

211 
1111 

119 

IHI 
H 4' 

Onton .. gon.. . .. A.tee Capper CO. VI. Au:lltor Oen.ral.. . .. 128 

Kent.. . . . . . . .. Baar. vs. City of Or .. nd Rapid.. . . . . . . . .. 129 

Crawford ..... . 
Crawford ..... . 
W .. yne ....... . 
Alcona ....... . 
Alcona ....... . 
Aloona ....... . 

B,.heock VO. Town.hlp of B.ner Creak ... . 
Babcock VI. Town.bip of Be:.ver Creok ... . 
Backu .. VI. County Tre~,urer. ; .... . 
Backu. YO. Cowley ..................... . 
B .. ckus vo. Hoyt .............. ' ......... . 
B .. cku. ys. Killma.ter .................. . 

6' 
65 
9~ 

162 
164 
162 

St. Clair.. . . . .. B,.con VO. Bo .. rd St .. t. Tax Com·rs... . . . .. 126 

Huron ........ . 
Wayn •........ 
Huron ........ .-
B .. rry ........ . 
Mecosta ...... . 
Saginaw ...•... 
Wayne ......•. 
Wayne ....•... 
Wayne ....... . 

R:~l. .... ::::::: 
Marquette ..... 

0Bacon v •. Kenne1y ................... . 
Bailey vo. B'd of Supar's of Wayne Co ... . 
Bailey v •. Havwood .................... . 
-Bailey va. Wright ..................... . 
Baker YO. City of Big Rapidi ............• 
B .. ker v •. CI .. rk ........................ . 
Balch va. Def.roit ...................... . 
Balch va. Radford .......•.............. 
Baldwin vs. Cullen ..................... . 
Baldwin vo. City of Ha.ting •............. 
Balfour va. Whitman ................... . 
Ball vs. Auditor Oeneral. ............... . 

56 
184 

70 
31 
65 
52 

109 
182 

51 
83 
8~ 

133 

New .. ygo...... B .. n vs. H .. rph .. in et .. 1..... . ........... 140 

579 

5:18 
2i 

lOll 
256 

512 
1~0 
43{} 
496 
4'~ 

525 

325 

615 
25 

537 

615 

572 

601 
47:J 
218 
535 
407 
514 

22 

329 
266 
18~ 
96 
76 
22 

253 
292 
33 

639 
202 
521 

661 

Contmveroy bfltw6,n ~tatesnd "{lUnty-Praetl<'e 
-EQult.y....... ... ... . ..... . 

A("('''lunt bAt.wePl!l Mt3te and ('ounty-(nu'Ireit ... 
Acr-ouflt bfltwat'ln ~Hst'J and C'lullty-C..>unty 

treuni"'er'. dut.lefi Be t) Hta.te tSK.. 
Dratn t1.'OI'-Rn·a.H1H''1lAnt ... ' ....... , 
St"e B I. of E 1U .lizatlon-Datormlution of 

Bnrd ................ ' 

~~'g:a~~a~~~~~~~t'" 'I"li:ii~n·i&ndt.: :.: 
E~enf)tlon .............. . 
R09~hl a't!Ht'll:",,,t .. 
Fr .. 'tlo'ul d.,oriptlon .. 
D.-ain tUO) ...•.....•. 

P.lV'll"t u"l1" pnt"~-'!>;>"I to re\'lew .... ~ .. -
m'31t--Bla.rd of revieW' ..... . 

A,oll nlnt tl life t3n~nt ..... . 
Sioaniinl timber ........................... . 
AtJ'JHrnent at cash valu~-Increaie of an6ttment 

aft3f review. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ....... .' 
Tn l~w-L .. n1 prevIJu"y Slld·-D"reo·-Rp

tU"li tl pU '~h~nl'-L\c~ H -~" p ,rt~ a.1Idavlt.1i 
Tn I:>w·-Prop.rtv own.! by n,n-re.ldent.-

Sul). 6 .• ,otio'! 4JH C. L. C)n'tru3.! .. 
Involu ~t .. y p~y ... nt. 
Involunt>ry p~ym3nt ........... . 

~l~~gi~~~~o~~~~ )i~ "it;t:;:J~t~_~~~r. '. 
Re:!lnveyanca. _ .................. , ......... . 
R"~~nveyance t~ owner·-Payment by owner to 

rad.tor in cblnc"y (county clerk) .......... . 
Forai(n c)rplration~·-9hl.re~ ownei by re.ddents 

-T"ntion·-Vali:lity-Unlformity of taxer
T"ut.i.o!,. In ~orei~n 9tate--Elfect--Use of 
Wlrd Cltlzon. -Me~ninJ ................. . 

Public.tbn of ordor-Time .................. . 
New t~wn'hlp.-Ch .. nle of boundllrie •......... 
Pre n~ture return _ ......................... , . 
L3Vy ..................... _ ................ . 
Voluntary pilyment--Sult to recover .......... . 
Purch .. ,. by m~rtg .. gee ...................... . 
L~~al improvement), ...... , . , ............... . 
Purch ... e by ten .. nt ......................... . 
Recovery for impr.Jvemants .................. . 
Exemption ................................. . 
Payment of in valid t .. x ........•.............. 
Tax law-Act No. 200 of Act 1891 con.trued-

Refund by Auditor Oeneral under void tax deed 
Taxes--Estoppel-Fr"ud-Purchase of t .. xes by 

vendee under void agreement of sale ....... . 

7 
7 

07.!l!l 
:I 

14 

24.107 

61.66.73.139 

40 
47 
47 

110,135 
72 

141 

141 

8 
66 

.. · .... · .. 55 
47 
53 
72 
36 
70 

10-1 
7 

46 

73 

70 



~ .... .... 
Year. County. Title. Volume. Page. Subjects. Sec. 

1898., Ontonagon ..... Ball vs. Ridge Copper. Co ................ .}I8 Mich ... 7 Personal service--&uestiolls foreclosed by deCree} 
-Provision rna ing tax deed conclusive 66,67,72 
evidence of tltle--Constitutionality of act-- 99,137 
Writ of A ... istance--Board of review ........ 

1878 St. Clair ........ *Ballentine. VB. Clark .................... 38 395 b~t~c~'o~'b~~ult,.:..:..couniY treasurer;'; wil'rant: : 
69 

1897 Bay .. : ........ Bangor vs. Smith Transportation Co ....... 112 601 40 
1895 Bay ....... · .... Bangor Township VS. Transportation ·Co ... 106 223 Countf treasurer's warrant--TownshiP. treas-

Osceola .. < ••••• 

urer 8 return . ............................. 56 
1915 Bank of Tustin of J. 1M: Perry & CO. VB. 

Township of Burdell .................. 184 131 Payment under protest--Action to recover--Sec. 
4277 C. L. 1915 ............................ -53 

1886 Shiawa.ssee ....• Barker VB. Township of Vernon .........•. 63 516 Drain taxes ........................•........ 36,37 
1917 ............... Barnes vs. B'd of Super's of Wayne Co .... 194 540 Mandamus-Appeal to. tax commissioners-

~ Dellvery of tax roll to township treasurer ..... 34,43 
1896 Newaygo ...•.. Barnhard vs. City of White Cloud ........ 108 508 ~:~~~e~>fo~f :::fe~~~~r N~::~¥,!"~'¥:~' 53 l"'.l 

• 1898 Van Buren ..... Barnum VB. Barnes ............. '.' ....... 118 264 Z 

~~~~~~~:a~~n d~i':;-:a~~~~~~~~~fd o~ l"'.l 
./~ ~ 

Me~sta ....... Barstow vs. Big Rapid .................. : . 
state.: ..... : ........ , .................... 61.66,67,70 > 1885. 56 35 Assessment of undistributed legacy ... : ......... 14 t" 

~1906 Wayne ........ Bateson vs. City of Detroit ..•........... 143 582 Taxes-Recovery of tax paid under mistake of 
fact ...................................... 58 '":3 

1906 Wayne ... : .... Bateson vs. Phelps ...................... 145 605 Mistake--Recovery of taxes paid on lands o! > another ................................... 58 >< 1896 Jackson ........ Baudistel vs. TownshW of Jackson ....... no 357 Local improvements ........................... 36 
1905 Bay ........... *Bay Co. Super's vs. dmunds Super ..... 139 466 Constitution-Qrganization of new counties, Sec. t" 
1883 J3arry ......... 

2, Art. 10, constitution construed ............ .... · .... io~ > Bay County vs. Bullock ................. 51 544 New counties ................................ ::a 1896 Arenac ....... , Bay Co. Super's vs. Arenac Co. Super's .... III 105 Adjustment of tax account between old and new 
• counties . ...................... ~ ........... 105 

1906 Chippewa ...... Beadle vs. ArnQt ........................ 145 416 Corporation-TaKes-Water power companies .. 2 
1899 Bay ........... Beck vs. Finn ................. ; ........ 122 21 Writ of assistance--Practice ................... 72 
1892 Wayne ........ Beecher vs. City of Detroit .............. 92 268 Locallm:-rovements .......................... 36 
1896 Wayne ........ Beecher vs. Common -Council ............. 110 456 Deduction of indebtedness .................... 9,13 
1897 Wayne ........ Beecher vs. Common Council ............. 114 228 Assessment of personal· property-Locus ........ 13 
1904 ............... Beebe vs. Comr. State Land Office ........ 137 48 Taxes-Homestoad lands-Good faith of appli-

cant--Review of discretion of commissionel~ 
Mandamus ................................ 131 

1886 Muskegon ..... R:~~~g~~~~~rt1~~~n~~~r;\~ .. ~~~s~~~~~:: 63 44 ¥~:~j!~r?o'::e~·set· i.siiI&:.:Rights 'of ·tD.ter; 
36 

1904 Gogebic ........ 137 500 
vening third K,artles-.JurisdiCtlon-Laches .... 70,86 

1895 Alcona ........ Benedict vs. Auditor General'. ..... , ...... 104 269 Proof of pub cation-County clerk'. files-
Action to vacate decree--Enrollment-
Curative statute ........................... '66,84,99 

1898 Ottawa ........ Berkey vs. Burchard .................... 119 105 Duty of owners of land-Bill of review-Action 
to set aside sale--Writ of assi.tance .......... M,70 

1899 Ottawa ........ Berkey v.. Burchard .................... 119. 105 Conditions of purchase at tax sale .............. 78,84 



1881 BerrlIIIL ....... Berrien COllnly Tr .... nar" .. ·Ya. Bunbury .... 45 711 Llahllity or ou""U_Llablllty or tn!aouror fo .. 
lltate and (lOunty taE_Accounting ror taE" 
roll.,..ted~mclal bond...-.capaclty or ob"-
waueon ................................ .a.lit,03 1013 0""_ ........ ~!.~.: :.~. g~t~. ~nt ............. ::::::::: 17ft 27ft Special _mento .......................... ··········72 1875 Lenaw ..... : ..... 3ll 3l1li Purchaae by one In ~on under rontract ... 

I~!j() Lena_ ....... Bertram VI. C'uok ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44 2H8 Ten .. nt.--Estoppel ........................... 7:1 11110 ROICOmmon .... B .... lblen YO .. Dillon .. ................... 160 3116 Pure"""" or tall homMI.-.i lando-StatuJ.e or 
Iimltatlon" ......... ec. 4161 C. L. 1910 ............. 131 1005 BRy ........... Bialy TW. Cillo' of Bay City ............... 1:19 405 T",,_Revlewedby board of State tall romml .. l'ro 152,1113 1004 Wayne ........ BII"low, Admr .. VL Slea ..... et aI ......... 137 26 Ou .. rant_PerformanC&-AJ("""mont to oecure 
purchaser from I .... on account of unpaid taEOO. 53 189t M8ClO8l& ....•.. BII Rapid. va. Supervlao .................. 119 351 ExompUon of rounty property-Local Improve-
ments .....................•.............. 7,36 1875 Lenawee ....... Bird YO. PerklM ......................... 33 28 su.f!~~~D':~~t;~~I.llt~ .. ~~ . ':"1.I~to.~. 4~,47 .09 ISQ InKbam ........ DiEby VI. G ............................ 5-& 1151 Drain taxM ................................. 37 ("l 11174 Lenaw ......... Blackwood va. Van VUet ................. 30 118 Duty ofoccup .. nt to pay taxe_Tax deed-Who >-

Blackwood .... V .. n Vliet: ................ 
. e.<topped rrom purehaslng-Accrued rights .... 47,70 en 1M3 Lenaw ........... II 252 W ... te ...................................... 44,72,1211 l"l lM76 Monroe ........ Blair va. Compton ...................... 33 414 Levy-Pureilaser undor decree ................. 115 en 11105 Schoolcraft ..... ·Blake va. Grondin ..................... 141 104 Trosp.... on State landlt-Right of action for 

t ..... pass ................................... 113 >-1880 Kent .......... Blanchard VL Powera ................... 42 619 Hearing on pAtition-IIIoll'al tax-Limitation. Z under tax deed-EJectment.--CoUateral attack. 66,73 
t:l 190A Ottawa ....... , Blanchard va. Young ..................... 152 6J11 Items of taxe •................ " ............. 66 

I~M6 Muskegon ..... BlodJ(Att VI. Mu<kegon ................... 60 oRO As,e •• ment of partnership property ............ 12 >-11103 B .. y ........... Blondin va. Grlmn ....................... 133 647 Taxes-Att"cl, of decree setting ... Ide ."Ie-Act 
229 of 18117 ............................... 139 S 18911 Kent .......... Boardman VI. Boozewlnkle ............... 121 320 T"x deed prerequisite to action to quiet tax title 
-PurCh ... e by mortItB,!ee ................... 72 II: 18R8 Kalkuka ...... Boardman va. FI .. gg ..................... 70 372 Settlement with townsblp treasurer ............ 41 0 1Il00 Kentt ......... B'd State Tax Comr·. vs. B'd Assessors of :r:I City of Grand Rapids ................. 124 491 A ...... ment of property-Title of act--Board of .... 
~ro"nm"e"n'r~r:!~~~.fJf~K nc.!':~~e~~~r.p~r-. "'l 

145,150 .... 
l"l 11116 ·B'd State Tax Commissioners vs. Kobler .. 193 . 420 Mandamus-Review of a •• e.sment by tax com'n 152 en 1 IlOO . Marquetti,. '. : : : Board of State Tall Comr·. vo. Quinn ..... 125 128· Taxation-State tax comrni.9sioners-ARSessment 

roll-Correction-Assessor-Tax assessment 
-Refu.aI ................................. 30,152,154 1907 ............... ·Board of Control or MlcbJgan State Prison 

vs. Auditor General ................... 149 386 Construction or statute-Clerical error In bill ... 
1915 Cblppewa ....•. Board of Supervisors of Chippewa Co. v •. 

signed ..................................... ............ 
Bennett ............................. 185 544 Payment by check .. ' ..................••.... 44 1895 Monroe ........ Boehme vs. Monroe ..................... 106 1<01 Special .... e •• ment.--V .. luation-Locallmprove-

mants .................................... 36 '1898 Jack.on ........ Bogart vs. Jack.on Clreult Judge.' ........ .118 457 Local Improvement •...................... , ... 36 1880 Mason ......... ·Boom Co. v •. Adams ................... 4-l 403 f~~ir'::;:~~!~ents".''''''·':::::::::::::::::: :.: 2 1894 Wayne ........ Borgman v •. Detroit .................... 102 261 36 1905 Chippewa ..... , Boucher vs. Trembley et al. ............. HO 352. Taxes-EJectment.--Merger of tax title with 
orlgln .. I-Recovery for improvements made 
by tresp .... er .............................. ............ 

"" .... 
Q1 



"" ..... ... 
Year. County. Title .. Volume. Page. Subjects. Sec. 

1912 &th~~n·.·.:: ::: Bowen vs. Moeller ....................... 171 :~.fifh ... 547 Taxes on land contracts-Sec. 4273 C. L. 1915 .. ......... '72 
1899 *Bowen vs. Brogan ............. ' ........ 119 218 Life tenant .............................. : ... 
1902 Montcalm ..... Bowman vs. Montcalm Circuit Judge ..... 129 608 Evidellce--Tax statements-Tax paid under 

protesfr-Statute section 4017 C. L. construed. 23 
1892 Roscommon .... ~oyce vs. Auditor General ............... 90 314 Townshlg clerk's certificate--Highway tax-

Recor of taxes ordered raised-Apportion-
ment--Record-Assessment ·for a~ricultural 

36,37,99 
1888 Muskegon ..... Boyce vs. Cutter ..•...................... 70 539 As~~~~~~~~~lf~r~t;.~r~~oC:ug~~~e~fe~?:r~: : : : : 15,47 
1891 Muskegon ..... Boyce vs. Peterson ...................... 84 490 Replevin-Village taxes ........ : .............. 47,107 
1887 Osceola ........ Boyce vs. Sebring ....................... 66 210 Equalization - Apportlonment--Record - Ex- 34,37.,39 cessive levy-Certificate of equalization-Tax 43 •. 99 roll ...................................... : 
1891 Muskegon ..... Boyce vs. Stevens ........................ 86 .549 Replevin-County treasurer's warr~nt--State-

C ment of taxes collected ..................... 47,99 
1902 Muskegon ..... Boynton vs. Vllldman ................... 131 555 Titl_Purchase of tax title by grantee in land tz:j 

contract .................................. 84 Z 
1891 Cheboygan ...... Bradley vs. Bouchard ................... 85 18 Assessment--Misnomer ....................... 24 l"l 
1905 Muskegon ..... Bradley vs. Williams et al. ............... 139 230 Taxe..-Statutory notice to owner of fee ........ 142 ::a 
1911 Wayne ........ .Brady vs. City of Detroit ................ 166 252 Special assess/llent ............... : ........... · ...... · .. 37 >-1897 Sauilac ........ Brady .vs. Hayward ............ , ........ 114 326 Drain' taxas ................................. t"' 
1913 Branch ........ Brandt vs. Luce ........................ 177 184 County road taxes-Jurisdiction as dependent 

1886 Mason .......... 
upon amount in controversy •................ .. · .... · .. 98 "'l 

.Bresler vs. Butler ...................... 60 40 Mandamus to state officer ..... ' ............... >-1915 Chlppewa ...... 'Bretz vs. Hitchcock ..................... 188 492 N otlce--Reconveyance ....................... 140,141 :>< 1872 Wayne ........ Brevoort VB. Detroit .................... 24 322 :~~:~~'::~~fia:bliity : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 96 
1865 Van Buren ..... Brewer vs. Palmer .................. ' .... 13 104 39 t"' 1904 Bay ........... Briggs vs. Boardman et aI ............... 135 329 Tax law-Offer to compromise--Litlgatlng offer >-of compromise under petition for writ of 

140 =a assistance ................................. 
1906 Gratiot· ........ Briggs vs. Guleck et l!ol. .................... 143 437 Taxes-Sale prior to Act 229 of 1897-Remedy 

on Illegal sale--Illegal tax-Invalid apportlon-

1921 
ment ..................................... 37,140.143 

Chippewa ...... Broadwell vs. Walker .................... 216 210 Removal of timber ................. I ......•.. 113.156 
1899 Clare .......... BrOOKS VS. Audltor General ............... 119 32!l Proof of publication-Action to set aside ....... 66.,70 
1892 MacKinac ...... Brooks vs. St. Ignace .................... 92 332. Equalization-Record of ...................... 99 
1888 Arenac ........ Brooks vs. Township of Arenac ........... 71 231 Assessment of forest proclucts--Assessor's know-

1899 Genesee .... j •• Brown VS. Avery ........................ 
ledge ...........•......................... 15,18 

119 384 Purchase by grantee of mortgagor .............. 72 
1890 Kent .......... Brown VB. Grand Rapids ................. 83 101 Review-Estoppel. .......................... 30 
1900 Alger .......... Brown vs. Houghton Mineral Land & M. 

Co .................................. 123 117 Decree of sale--Time for objections ............ 139 
J883 Kalamazoo .... , Brown VB. Martin ........... ' ............ 49 565 Cumulative titles ............................ 86 
1900 Alpena .. ~ ..... Brown et al. vs. Napper et al. ............ 125 117 Taxation-Delinquent tax_Sale of property 

-Decree ...................... : .......... 139 
1895 SaginiLw ....... Brown vs. Saginaw ...................... 107 643 Local Improvements .......................... 3tl 
1909 Cass .......... Brown vs. Warner ...................... 159 274 ~tr~l?~:V~~~~£~~f,~~t::::: ... : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 53 
1906 

. Gratiot· ... '. : : : : : ·R~~~~eYf ~!: ~~p~~~~~;;l&~,:tloai co::'. :: : : 143 636 70 
1882 49 414 Drain taxes. , . , .. , .' .......•... , , , ...... , .... 3; 
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Kent 
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Kalkaska ...... 
Ilhiawaasee •.... 

Wayne ........ 
Saginaw ....... 
Newaygo ...... 

Dranch ........ 
Macomb ....... 
Wayne ........ 
"rayne ........ 
St. Clair ....... 

Houghton ...... 
Oakl .. nd ....... 
Muskegon ..... 
Kent ........... 
Day ........... 
Muskegon ..... 
Osceola ........ 
Wayne ........ 

Bullard va. (i",,"O. ......... . ... . 
Bulh)("k .. t al. vo. Auditor General et al.. 
Bump " •. Ju~n. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 

i~':::,~ \~~~. D~1~"l~nirD.i~oner" . 
l4uma "II. Rmder ... . 
Bum ...... ·ord .... . 

Burroutlh" ,·w. fioff .............. 
·Uurro .... 611 VIII. Hib80D 
Burt VO. Auditor General: : . : ..... : : : .... 
-Hurton va. Tuite ...............•........ 
-Burton V8. Tuite: ...................... 
BU!K'h vs. Ne8_ 
Rutl .... vo. D"trolt:::::: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 
Butler vs. Porter. ....................... 
·Rutler vo. Railway Cn .................. 
Dutler VB. Superviooro Saginaw County .... 
Ryl ... VII. Genung ....................... 
Byl ....... Golden TowosbJp .............. 

Dyram VB. Detroit ...................... 
Caldwell vs. Ward ...................... 
Caldwell vs. Ward ...................... 
Caledonia TowllsbJp V8. Rose ............. 

·Callagh811 VS. Chipman ................. 
Callan VB. Saginaw ...................... 
Cameron vs. Adams ..................... 

Camp vs. Algansee ...................... 
Campau VS. Charbeneau ................. 
·Campau vs. Godfrey ................... 

~~~~~'!i1 :rJ.~ntfd~':ix Cow"r vo: cady: 
Canal II< Railway Co. vs. Auditor General. . 
.Cargill vs. Power ...................... 
Carleton vs. People ..................... 
Carmel VS. Parr ........................ 
Carney VS. Baldwin ..................... 
Carpenter vs. Jones ................ ' ..... 
Carpenter vs. Auditor General ............ 
Case vs. City of Detroit ................. 

50 
10 
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106 
37 
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36 
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39 
78 
80 
62 
43 
13 

85 
26 
52 
52 

50 
83 
88 
94 

59 
50 
31 

50 
105 

18 
15 

124 

79 
1 

10 
161 
95 

117 
144 
129 

:n.~ 
2t1~ 
1~2 
641 

7ij 
374 
1115 
274 

464 
121 
126 
363 
218 
381 
552 
292 

246 
22 

504 
602' 

56 
13 
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Abandnnm .. nt of hom""I''3d ................. . 
Tax pl'l~inl!. not revil'wable on certiorari .. . 
~("hool taxflS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ..... . 
Taxation-Confirmed ... 1_RIlI of revl"w
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£~~~:~~~~i8~~d .Ia~~.:. : . : : : : :: . : : : : . : : : 
Public records .............................. . 
Public records .............................. . 
No entry before oIeed ........................ . 
Local Improvements ......................... . 
Purcha. .... by tenant In eommon-Purchase Qf un-

divided interestr-Burden of proof ........... . 
Riparian rights ............................ .. 
Taxation for private purposes---'-Draln taxes ... . 
Supervi.or·s warrantr-Llabllity of eollector .... . 
Liability of townshlp for taxes wrongfully col-

leeted-Townshlp orders received for taxe!J-
Accoun.tlng-Actlon for refunding unlawful 
levy ..................................... . 

Reassessment .................... : .......... . 
Injunction to restrain waste .................. . 
InjuncUon to restrain waste .................. . 
A .. ""sment. who to determin_Time of meeting 

of board of review-Curative statutes ....... . 
Title of act ................................. . 

~o.:;n!tf:;::n;l ::~:::'n,:,,:,v.;sti,(i 'riglits...:-:Redemp-, 
tion ..................................... . 

Action to recover ditch tax paid .............. . 
Substituted service .......................... . 
Redemption-Laches ....................... .. 
Bill to Impeach decre_Laches ............... . 
Taxation-Change of assessmeotr-Time of mak-

ing ...................................... . 
Provision for Quieting titl_Remedy .......... . 
Redemption ................................ . 
New counties ............................... . 

~~~r[:ep~~~~l'.i':~~:::::::::::::::::::::::::: : 
Certificate of no taxes ....................... . 
Taxes-Equity practice--Demurrer-A.ppeal. .. 
Rebate of tax in property destroyed by fir_ 

Power of council In remitting tax ........... . 

lI6 
70 
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31 
36 
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44 
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53 

140 
74 
70 

152 
72,114 

74 
105 

73 
67 
98 
70 
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Year. County. Title. Volume. Page. Subject. Sec. 

1917 Saginaw ....... Case vs. City of Saginaw ................ 196 Mi.fh ... 687 Tax homestead lands-Special assessments ..... 130 
1867 St. Joseph ..... Case vs. Dean .......................... 16 12 Authority to tax - Equalization - Township 

clerk's certiftcate--Tax roll-One-mill tax-
Excessive levy-Burden of proof-Presump- M. 3<l. 36. 
tion of regularity .......................... 39,73,99 

1899 Gratiot.· ....... Case vs. Skinner ........................ 121. 206 Tax deed-Collateral attack-Entry in Tax 

Wayne ........ 
Record of amounts decreed .................. 66 

1905 • Cass Farm Co. Ltd. VB. City of Detroit et al. 139 318 . Adverse Possession-Title of city for taxes ..... 73. 
1910 Wayne ........ *Central Bitulithic Paving Co. vs. Village of 

Highland ParK ....................... 164 223 Special assessment ............................ ........ "73 
1896 Wayne ........ Chabert vs. Russell ..................... 109 571- Adverse possession-Evidence ................. 
1884 Berrien ........ Chamberlain vs. Ahrens .. : ...... , ....... 55 111 Tenant ill common-Purchase by-Limitation 

-Adverse possession-Ejectment ............ 72,73,86 
1892 MacKinac ...... Chamberlain vs. City of St. Ignace ...... , . 92. 332 Equalization - Record of - Apportionment- 0 Charter provision ........................... 34,99,107 l>:I 1901 Monroe ........ Chamberlain vs. Forbes .................. 126 86 Mortgages-Tax titles in mortgagor ............ 84 Z 1908 Alpena ....... , Chandler vs. ClarK ...................... 151 159 Redemption ................................. 74 
1914 Otsego ......... Chandler vs. Richardson ................. 181 309 When ~urchaser may enter into possession .... 142 l"'l 
1879 Mecosta ....... Chapin vs. Hunt ........................ 40 595 AdmiSSIOn of validity of title .................. 98 ::0 
1901 Dickinson ...... g~:~~a~~~.nft~~~o~~~~n~.e:~::::::: : 126 375 Taxation-Valid in part-payment .............. 53 > 
1890 . Van Buren ..... 80 552 Note for taxes void .......................... 47 t'" 
18g6 Cheboygan .... , Cheboygan vs. Erratt ................... 110 156 Liability of sureties .......................... 43 
1892 Cheboygan .... , Cheboygan Super's vs. Township of Mentor 94 386 Taxation for private purposes ................. 38 >-3 
1903 Ogemaw ....... Cheever vs. Flint Land Company, Ltd .... 134 604 Tax law-(Sections 84. 140 and 141 of the Tax > 

Law Secs. 4082, 4138-3~ C .. L.) construed- tI< 
Redemption ............................... 84,140 

1897 Marquette ...... Chicago & N. W. R. R. Co. vs. Elison ..... 113 30 Personal property of railroad-Seizure and sale t"'. 
for taxes .................................. 47 > ·1914 MuaKegon ..... Chido VS. Williams ...................... 180 367 .Writ of assistance-Statute of limitations- =a Deeds-See SIOC. 4160-61 C. L. 1915 .......... 131 

1901 Chippewa ...... Chippewa Hardware CO. VS. Atwood ...... 127 338 Taxation-Personal property-Assessment to 
wrong party-Lien-Repelevin from collector. 13 

1887 Chippewa ....... Chi~pewa Supervisors vs. Auditor General. 65 408 Taxes rejected by Auditor General. ............ 95 
1898 MUSkegon ..... Chrlstian vs. Soderberg .................. 118 47 Void tax sale-Fraud ......................... 73 
1899 Genesee ....... *Church VS. Case ....................... 122 554 Riparian rights .............................. 2 
1899 Muskegon ..... Church VB. Smith ....................... 121 97 Notice of purchase ........................... 140 
1915 Monroe ....... . *CilIey VS. Sullivan ..................... 187 447 Drain tax ................................... ............ 
1900 Mecosta ....... Citizens Savings Bank vs. Auditor General. 123 511 Taxation - Irregular sale - Deed - Validity-

1907 
Statutes-Title-Restriction ... ' ............. 66 

Wayne ....... , City of Detroit vs. Detroit Mnfrs' Railroad. 149 530 Railroads-Taxation .......................... 150 
1901 Wayne ........ City of Detroit vs. Donovan ............. 127 604 Taxation-Personal pr0y,erty tax-Collection-

In~mction-Street rai way-Personal propert.y 
- ranchise-Place of taxation-Assessment 

8,76 -Review ................................. 
1921 Wayne ........ City of Detroit vs. George ............... 214 664 Exemption .................................. 8.99 
1915 Wayne ........ City of Detroit vs. Hertz ................ 184 512 Exemption of personal property ............... 9 
1906 Wayne.· ...... , City of Detroit vs. Jacobs et al. .......... .145 395 Taxes-Assessment of joint interest in mortgage .. 24 
1918 Wayne ........ City of Detroit VB. Kresge ........ :' ...... 200 668 Double taxat.ion ............................. 8 



190.. Wayne CIty or Delroll , ... Lothrop Estal .. Co .• Ltd. 136 
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111111 
1\1011 
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1902 

11118 
11118 
1903 

Wayne. 

Wayne .. . 
Wayne ... . 
Kent .. 

Kent .. 

Kalamaaoo .... ' 
Ingham ...... . 
Marquette .... . 

Clly or Detroit VI. Patt4lD. 143 

("lIy or OPt·rolt VI. :J'r\an,de Land Co.. 207 
-City of Dpt.roit ,". We........ .. . . . . . . . . . .. 158 
"\.'Ity of Grand Rapid. VI. Grand Trunk 

Ran .. ay Ny.wm.... ..... ... .. ........ 21 .. 
Clly of Ud. Rapid. VI. L. S. I: M. S. Ry .Co. 130 

-("Ity of Kalamazoo VII. Pl'I"Iin. . . . . . . . . . .. lilt 
-<'Ity of Lansinll: VI. Jenloon. . . . . . . . . . . .. 201 
Cit)· or ~1&rQuel'" va. ~lIch. Land I: Iron 

Co., Ltd.... . .................... :. 132 

lliOO· MUlke;ron..... City of Muskegon VI. Boyce............. 123 

1Il00 MUlkegon... .. City or Muskegon VI. Muskegon County... 123 

11115 
1\107 
1\107 
11121 
111111 
11115 

1916 

1904 
111111 

·11116 

1914 

1879 

1876 
1858 

IR611 
1859 

1883 
1886 
18511 

M uskfll!On .... . 
8t. ('lair ...... . 
St. Clair ..... ' 
lIal(lna ........ . 
Chippewa ..... . 
Chippewa ..... . 

Chippewa ..... . 

Berrien ....... . 
Ud. Traverse .. . 
Gd. Traverae. .. 

St. Clair ...... . 

-CIty of North MuskeJon va: Rodgers .••. 
Clly of Port Huron vo. 8t. Clair County .. 

g:~ ~~ ~~:fn~:~: ;:C':~i~!tiona.·ili.Dk·. 
Cily of Sault 8t ... Marie va. Hotten ...... . 
-City of Sault Ste. Marie vs. Minneapolis, 

St. Paul I: Sault S .... Marie Railway Co. 
-CIty of Sault S .... Marie va. Minneapolis, 

St. Paul I: Sault S .... Marie Railway Co. 
City of St. Josepb va. Vail .............. . 
City or Traverse City va. Townsblp of Blair. 
Citv of Traverse Clty va. Township of East 

Bay ................................ . 
City of Yale vs. Farmers' MutUal Fire 

Insurance Co ........................ . 

Ingbam.. . . . . .. Clare County VS. Auditor General ........ . 

Bay. . . . . . . . . .. Clark n. Adams. , ..................... . 
Oakland.. . . . .. ClarK vs. Axford ....................... . 

Wayne........ *C1ark VS. Campau .................... . 
Genesee ...... , Clark VB. Crane ........................ . 

Genesee....... Clark vs. Drain Commissioner .......... . 
Bay. . . . . . . . . .. *Clark VS. Green ....................... . 
Genesee....... Clark YO. Mowyer .............. · ......... . 

188 
150 
150 
213 
171 

18 .. 

192 
137 
190 

190 

179 

41 

33 
5 

19 
5 

50 
62 

5 

243 

49 
590 

1 
2311 

484 
..Ill 

130 

535 

272 

93 
27IJ 
279 
590 
265 

681 

65 
2;6 
313 

327 

254 

182 

159 
182 

325 
151 

618 
355 
462 

Taxes - Prln<'ipal oml'e of Corporallon -
R ... .td .. nce of CorporaUon for purpose of 
taxation .... ........................... . 

CIII ... and \,lIIageo--Clty tax_Wben city may 
~........... . 

Writ of ..... I.t&n<'e. . 
Special assessments .. ." ...... . 

f~:llli. t~:tr~S~cl~Ws~'~\~~~ax' iaw~' 
Personal liability for taxes-Asses.ments. 

Special ........ m ... nts ..................... .. 
Special ass8iSJllentl .................. . 

Tax law-Taxation of credlt_Cnntract for 8ale 
of land-Double taxatioD-Se~t1on 4002 C. L. 
construed ................................ . 

Trial - Direction of verdict - Taxation -
Fraudulent a .. e .. ment--Que,tlon for jury-

Ta~~I~~~D":~~;'eiit 'p,;raonai . ta,;~Townstilj,' 
liability .................................. . 

~~:;e~~:ro~f ;l~:~~en~r ~:~I::r~": ~:\~k ~.~r.po .• e~: : 
~:~I~:alb:";~:r~~~~i~!::.~i ie~sej' . : : : : : . : . : : : 
Payment oC ta" ... by check ...... . 

Special a"e35ments ..................... . 

.~,ll;12 

13 
140 

40 

8 

29 

40 
.. "Ii 

152 
8 

44 

~~~~:~::s:~S~:;d~sec: 4005 'C: L. 'construed: :: .......... 40 
Exemption. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Exemption ................................. . 

Board of review-Endorsement of assessment 
roll-Assessment of insurance companies . .... . 

Account between county and townsbip-Ad
iu.tment of tax account between old and new 
counties . ................... , ............ . 

Demand by mail ............................ . 
Assessment roU-Tax roll-Warrant--Super-

Ri~:::~~ ~~\its: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 
Requirements for protection of taxpayer manda-

tory ..................................... . 
Drain taxes ................................. . 
Recovery for improvements .................. . 
Notice of place of oale--Audltor General's 

autborlty over oale for taxes-County treas-
urer·makes sale under his direction ........... . 

7 

31 

87,105 
46 

39,42,47 
II 

111 
37 

104 

62,70 

"" ... ... 



NI· 
N 
Q 

Year. County. Title. Volume. Title. Subject. Sec. 

1886 Kent .......... Clay vs. Grand RapidS .................. 60 Mich ..• 451 Principles of taxation-Assessment for'local Im-

Clee VB. Sanders .......... ' ......... : .... 
provements ...... .- ........................ M,~ 1889 Wayne ........ 74 692 Taxation for private purposes ................. 

1896 Wayne ........ Olee vs. Village of Trenton ............... 108 293 City and village taxes ........................ 107 
1917 Marquette ..... Cleveland Clilfs Co. vs. Republic Township. 196 ~89 Cash value . .- ............................... ; 27 
1903 Kent .......... Clippinger vs. Audi.or. General ......•.... 135 . 1 Taxes-Purchase of tax title by owner of original 

r' title--Mistake in stating amount due ........ 70,84,139 
1907 Lenawee ....... Clinton Township et aI. vs. Teachout, 

Drain CommissIOner .................. 150 124 Drain s-Assessment for benefttr-Review of 

Closser v:: lIanson Land Company ........ 
orders made ................................ ..... i40;i4i 1920 Mackinac ...... 209 517 Service of notice--Payment of subsequent taxes. 

1914 Chippewa ...... Closser v . McBride ..................... 182 594 Notice--Right of reconveyance--Possession by 

1917 
i AJ'v~~~a;~;"ession:":'::Fo"'m'oi Dotice:-:.Recoiivey: 

140,141,142 
0 Alpena ........ ClOS~S. Remley ..................... : 195 313 } 86,140, 

ance--Right of purchaser to take possession. : . 141,142 l:'.l 
1913 Chippewa ... : .. Ciot er vs. Miller ...................... 173 530 Laches-Cancellation of void sales - Recon- Z 

veyance .................................. 70,139,141 l:'.l 
1918 Alpena ........ Clfgston vs. Rogers .... , .............•.. 203 339 . Form of notice--Purchaser not entitled to talte ::d 
1851 

possession . ................................ 140,142 > St. Clair ....... qrlute .vs. Barron .........•............... 2 102 County treasurer as purchaser-Recovery for t" 
improvements ............. .- ............... 104 

1887 Berrien ........ '*Clute vs. Fisher ....................... 65 48 Riparian rights ............................... 2 -3 
1899 Mand. Wexford. 'Cockbum vs .. Auditor General. ...... ' ..... 120 ·643 Right to. purchase--Refunding-Conditlon of > purchase ...................... , ........... 84,13a ~ 1903 Ontonagon ... ;'" Cole VB. Auditor General. ................ 132 262 Tax law-Sub. 3 of section \18 General Tax Law 

(section 4096 C .. L.) construed-Cert!tl~ate of 
98 t" error . .................................... :.-1893 Shiawa..!tsee .. ... Cole vs. Shelp .......................... 98 56 Taxlayer's duty to watch proceedlngs-Decr4je ~ / o sale--Ejectmentr-Estoppel. .............. M,86 

1889 . ~ngham ..... : .. *Collar vs.· CoUar ........................ 75 . 414 Proof of consideration for deed ................ 140 
19'Yi . Montmorency ... Collins vs. Rea et al ..................... 127 273 Tax deeds-Action by mortgagee--Pendlng 

waiver of defects-Authority of corporation ... 139 
1886 Huron ......... *Colton vs. Rupert ...................... . 60 318 Proof of pubIlca tion .......................... 66 
1881 Eaton ......... *Coman vs. Thompson ................ ; . 47 22 U nsevered crops ............................. 2 
1881 Alcona ........ Comins vs. Harrisville ................... 45 442 New townships .............................. 105 
1902 ............... Com'r State Land Omce vs. Auditor Gen ... 131 147 Tax law-Power of Auditor General to (,-Rneel tax 

and homestead deeds-Sections 98 (54 C. L.) 
and 127 (4126 C. L.) of the tax' law construed. 98 

1894 St. Joseph ..... Common Council VB. Smith .............. 99 507 ¥:~~~r~ ~;~:~se O~':d' by iri.iividuals.:-:Enu-,ner: 
30,107 

1884 Kent .......... Comstock vs. Grand Rapids .............. 54 641 
atlon of personal property ................... 8,26 

1900 Mand. Macomb Conley vs. Auditor .General. ............. 123 83 ~:':~ta~~~:e~~~:r~~~~~':li~;i~~~~~~~~rfo~· 98 
1899 Macomb ....... Conley vs. McMillan .................... 120 694 

55',66,70 of sale ......................... , .......... 
1891 St. Clair; ...... Conley vs. St. Clair Supervisors .......... 88 245 Drain taxes ................................. 37 
1881 Wayne ......... Conn. M. L. I. Co. vs. Bulte ............. 45 113 Tax title--Attorney-Tenantr-Mortgagee--Pur-

chase by-Tax deed-Ejectment ............. 72,86 



18117 WaYDe. Conn. AI. L. I. Co ..... Wood .... 113 

1879 WaYDe.. . . . . .. Coo no,.. , .•. OctroI! 41 

1~f\7 "an Durtm ..... ("on way n. Townohlp D()ard ...... . U 
IM>l1I Mandamua. C(M,k n. Auditor Upnaml....... . 7\1 
1Il00 Alii....... . Cook .,.. Auditor General. .. ' . . . .. .... 12" 

lRA7 
11100 

1908 

lR~1I 
1~68 
IIHIl 
11114 
11116 
11106 

Kent .. 
Alii ...... .. 

Iron. ........ . 

Kent ......... . 
B .. rry ........ . 
HOullhton .. 
W .. yne ....... _ 
Wayne ....... . 
W .. Yne ....... . 

("ook .,.. ("UnIOD ............. . 
Ct",,, YO. Hall. . ..................... . 

Cook Land ("onotruction '" Producing CO. 
VR. McDonald . . .................. :. 

Cooks VR. Hounds .................... . 
('ooley va. \\' aterman .................. . 
C"I'per R .. nlt" Co. vo. Adam. Townohlp .. . 
"<'orby vo. City of Detroit. . . . .. . ...... . 
• Corby .,.. ('Ity of Detroit .............. . 
Corll ... at aI. n. V,Uage of Hlghl .. nd Park. 

6.& 
123 

15.5 
60 
16 

211M 
1~0 
lilt 
146 

1912 Oral\ot ...... " .ComlnK YO Potier .......... " .. "...... 171 
1 11811 O.,lta.. .. .... Corn InK YO. Tw p. 01 Maoon ville ....... '. . . . 7-& 
11100 OIlWllaw....... Corrigan vs. Oavls.............. . ....... 125 

1912 
18~4 
1>18:.! 
11110 
1888 

1899 
187:1 
191:1 
18~6 
19U 
1891 

}r:~~;ic6~:::: : 
l!1h!awaaaee .... . 
Alcona ....... . 
CB88 .....•.•.. 

Bay ......... .. 
Wayne ........ . 
Wayne ....... . 
BraDrh ....... . 
Wayne ....... . 
Macomb .. 

~~~~~..i:h:·~!~~"::~k~i~~~~~I~::J.~·.·.·.·,,: : : 
• Covert VII. l\forrison ................... . 
Cowley va. McGregor .................. . 
Cox .,.. Welcher. . .................... . 

Coyle v •. O·Con;'or .................... . 
Crane VR. Reooer. I, ••••••••••••••••••••• 

:g~:~~~~ ~:: ~~We~~. D.e.t~l.t: .. : : : : : : : : : : 
Crawford VS. Koch ..................... . 
Crittenden va. Mt. Clemens ............. . 

173 
54 
411 

163 
OM 

121 
25 

169 
35 

169 
86 

1~64 Calhoun....... Crittenden va. Robertson ............. -... 13 
1906 . Mlasaukee..... CromweU vs. Hughes.................... 1401 

1~79 Kalamazoo.. . .. Crooks VS. Whitford ....••........... : . . . 40 
1898 Gladwin. . . . . .. Crollkery vs. Busch. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 110 

1890 BenrJe".".... Cryslal LaKe VB. Hill .. "".............. 109 
ISSI Kent. .... . . . .. Cumlng v •. Grand Rapids. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46 
1892 Ogemaw .... ;.. Cuming Twp. vs. Ogemaw Co. .... . . . . . . . 93 
1894 Ogemaw....... Cuming Twp. v •. Ollcmaw Co ... ;........ 100 

'128 

207 
100 
430 

309 
378 

175 
310 
366 
209 
2011 
308 
6117 

690 
171 
125 

201 
182 
183 
517 
263 

596 
303 
293 

57 
372 
220 

68 
3 

599 
288 

246 
150 
314 
567 

Action to ... 1 a.ld&--Equlty-Tn ... 1" v ... ta ab
.nlute tltlf' in _tate or prh"ate purrh&\llf"r--
Remo"al 0' doud-E.lulty-Hnme .. ""d ... .-
ker'Overla tor Improv('IIment...--Tax hom ... t .... d 

E~~rt~~)bJ~~I~~n~~:e~~~~lto~\~O~i 
municipal tax ........ . 

ObJ ..... ·Unn to tax"". etc.. .. ... ... . ........ . 

~~~~I~~':;trrf~J:~r e~~~b.;.;..oo:..:.M .. tt.;.;, 
.,,,neluded 

Adverse posIIossion ........ , . . . .. . .......... . 
Taxation - ""Ies - Vacation-BlII to revlew-

Hoop&-Lacbes ............................ . 

Adverse poaseaalon-Rervice 01 nolke ......... . 
Adverse po"""",lon-Payment of taxea ......... . 
Purchaae by owner--Void sale.. . .......... . 
Action to recover ........................... . 
Special ......... ment.. . . . . . . . . . .. . .......... . 
ttecial asses.ments-Right to recover ......... . 

~~~::en~~'l'g[~~O~~A~I~U~~~~d ~::.' ~7r:J 
C. L ..................... . 

Drain taxes. . . . . . . . .. ....... . ............ . 
A ....... ment of 'orest produCI,.. . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . 
Taxation-Tax tltl,,!O-Rights 01 purcbo.ser--

Vacation of tax .al&-Recovery for Imllrove-
ments ....... ,......... . ........ . 

Rpecial o.ssessments ......................... . 
JudlCment alCalnst town.hip-Duty of clerl( .... . 
JtI~bt of action. . . . . . . . . .. ... . ........... . 
Who may purcho.se ......................... . 

"Voluntary and Involuntary payment--Protestr-. 
Recovery ................................ . 

Service of 8\1 bpoena ............... ' ......... . 
Escheawd lands-Estoppel. .................. . 
Special .... es.ments ......................... . 
AttaCk on judicial .al&-Rigbt. of third party 
Non-resident owner&--Llen ................... . 
A •• e.sment - Time -Manner -- Placc~ Bank 

.tocks-Condltlon precedent to suit to recover 

vo~~:"t~~~::·.':: .. :::::: :::::::::::::::::::: 
Equity to try tltl&-Ejectment-Wa,t&--Actlon 

to try title to hou.e on boundary Une ....... . 
Resulting trust ............................•. 
Void tax sale--Llen f.or amount paid-Volunta.ry 

payment-Recovery for improvements ...... . 
Liability of suretle •.......................••. 

X~~~~~~~~"e~~nc~tinty' arid tow·oship.:::::::: 
Account between county and township ........ . 

(1~~:Ui~?~!i 
06.107 

611 
37 

11M 
73 

70.73.86 

73.140 
7.1 
7:l 
53 

. is 
104.142 

........ "36 
73 
72 

44.46 
13\! 
3.7 

.... · .... ·S, 
14.40 

11.14.53 
36. 

73.113 
72 

40.46. Ira 

36 
87 
81 .. 

toO ... 



Year. 

1921 
1900 

1909 
1916 
1908 
1885 
1896 

1906 

1919 
1884 
1881 

1915 

1875 
1879 
1891 
1898 
1899 

1882 
1887 
1880 
1906 

1898 
1896 
1907 

1881 
1888 
1880 
1884 
1897 
1896 
1898 

1876 
1873 
1874 
1901 

County. Title. Volume. 

Oakland. . . . . .. *Cummings VB. Garner... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 213 Mich ... 
Vail Buren..... Curran VS. Banks .......... :............ 123 • 

Alcona ....... . Curry VS. Backus....................... 156 
Curry VB. Lake Superior Iron Co ........... 190 Marquette .... . 

Presque Isle .. . Curry VB. Larke ..................... '. .. 153 
Curtis VS. Richland ..... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56 
Curw VB. Witt.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 110 

Kalamazoo .... . 
Lenawee ...... . 

Muskegon .... , Dahlem VB. Abbott et al..... • • • • • . . .. •. 146 

Chippewa ....... Daniels Co. vs. City of Sault Ste. Malie .... 208 
Clinton........ Daniel. VS. Watertown......... ......... 55 
Wayne .... '. . .. Darmstaetter VS. Maloney... . . . .. . . . .• . . 45 

Delt&... ... .... DJ.rrow VB. Minne1poliB. St. Paul & Sault 
Ste. Marie R. K. Co................... 188 

Oakland: . . . . .. Dart VB. Llarbour .. '. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32 
Ingham........ Dart vs. Woodhouse. ................... 40 
Saginaw ...... , Davies VS. East Sa<tinaw. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87 
Saginaw. . . . . . . *Davi. v •. Twp. of Frankenlust. . . . . . . . .. 118 
Sanilac. .. . . . .. Dawson VB. Peter .................... , .. 119 

Ingham........ DawBon vs. Twp. of Aurelius............. 49 
Ottawa........ Day V8. Cole .........•.............. '" 65 
Hillsdale....... *Dean VB. Adams................... .... 44 
Clinton. . . . . . .. Dean VB. Clinton County Treasurer. . . . . .. 146 

Shiawassee .... '. Deerfield Twp. vs. Harper. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 115 
Shiawassee .... , De Freese V8. Lake.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 109 
Wayne. ... . . .. Delray Land Co. et al. V8. Springwel1s Twp. 149 

St. Clair. . . . . .. Demill VA. Moffat ....... : .............. . 

;:~~::::::::: E:~~l~ ~:: ~~~iiton::::::::::::::::::: 
Wayne........ Detroit vs.Jepp ....................... . 
Wayne........ Detroit VB. Judge of Recorder's Court .... . 
Wayne........ Detroit VS. Lewis ...................... . 
Wayne ........ Detroit VS. Macier ...................... . 

Wayne........ Detroit VB. Martin ..................... . 
Wayne ......... Detroit VB. Weber ...................... . 
Wayne. .. . . . .. Detroit VS. Weher ....... _ ............•.. 
Wayne........ Detroit Citizens St. Ry. CO. VB. Common 

Councll of Detroit ................. ' .. . 

45 
68 
42 
52 

112 
109 
117 

34 
26 
29 

125 

Page. 

408 
594 

342 
445 
348 

.478 
131 

605 

363 
376 
621 

664 

267 
399 
439 
499 
274 

479 
129 
117 
645 

678 
415 
397 

410 
503 
459 
458 
588 
155 
72 

170 
.284 

24 

673 

Subject. 

Covert Road tax ............................ . 
Land contract--Ad verse title---Grantee purchas-

N~~;;:-E.S.t~.~~~I:::: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : :' 
Real property-Cash value ................... . 
Notice to purchaser .......................... . 
Assessment of securities ...................... . 
Warrant--Collector's liability-Regularity of 

proceedings .............................. . 
Tenants in common-Adverse possession by one 

tenant--Purchase of tax title ............... . 
personal property assessment ................. . 
Recovery for illegal taxes .................... . 
Certificate of board of review-Authentication 

ofrol1 ................................... . 

Tax homestead deed-Limitation of action-See 
Sec. 4161 C.·L. 1915 ...................... . 

. Fractional description ....................... . 
Abstract books not taxable ................... . 
Local improvements ......................... . 
Trespass .................................... ' 
Title under tax deed-One relying on must show 

valid decree and sale ...................... . 
Drain taxes ................................ . 

~~o"o¥'oF~~~":i"J~:?a:I';,~U}~~ J'e~Jit~~ .~y ~~r~~~~~: : 
Drain»-Payment of orders from funds levied 

for extension ..........................•... 
One-mill tax-Collection by suit .............. . 
Purchase by life tenant ...................... . 
Taxe»-Certiflcation by board of State tax com-

mi3sionere-Failure of record to show adjourn-
ments ................................... . 

Title by deed ............. : ................. . 

tl'a'{,7~~~~T:~~~s~~~I. ~s.~~m.e~.t: : : : : : : : : : : : : 
Suit for taxes, .........•..............•..... '. 
Local i~rovements .......................... . 
Taxation of credits .......................... . 
Assessment of personal property-Locus-Mis-

Domer. ,', ................................ . 
Payment under protest--Recovery ............ . 
Liability of sureties .......................... . 
Liability of sureties .......................... . 

Street rallroads-Franchises-Intanglble prop-
erty-Earnings .......... '.' ................ . 

Sec. 

84. 
140 

1.27 
140 

14 

47 

70.84 
-13 
47 

30.107 

131 
25 

9 
36 

115 

72 
37 
72 

140 

...... '39;40 
, 72 

148 
86 
36 
43 
46 
36 

8 

13,99 
53 
43 
43 

8,19,27 



11103 WaTJUl. •••. . .. DetroIt Ftre It !lIar. Ins. Co. va. Barta et LI. 132 

18911 Iqbant........ Detiolt Fire It Marine Ina. Co ...... Wood.. 118 

1895 Kent.......... Detroit. O. H. It III. R. R. Co. n. Grand 

187' 

1918 
11116 
IHII7 
UIN3 
11111:1 
111111 

1004 

IBM 
11105 

1919 
1879 
11182 

looi! 

1871 
11175 
11107 
18113 
1118:.1 
1885 
18"1S 

1895 
1Il00 

18119 
11183 
1858 
1869 

1800 
1913 
1888 
1905 

Bw.tale ...... . 

Wayn ........ .. 
Wayn ......... . 
Wayne ....... . 
Wayne ....... . 
Wayn ......... . 
Wayne ....... . 

Wayne ....... . 

Rapida.... .......................... lOCI 

on .. tmlt. BlIllldale .. Indiana R. R. n. 
For'- ........................ , ..... . 

ODetroit Land Contract Co. n G.-n .... . 
OD"trolt Mu"""m or Art YO. Eng"I. ...... . 
Dt>trol' River Savlnp Bank YO. Detroit .. . 
Dt>trolt !It. Ry. Co. va. (iuthard ......... . 
Dt>tmit Trans. Co. n. A_ora ......... . 
Detroit U. R. R. Depot It tit&. Co. YO. 

Detroit ............................. . 
Detmlt United Ry. VB. Board of State Tax 

CollllDiMloneno .. t aI .................. . 

30 
302 
11S7 
11' 

51 
91 

88 

136 

Gen_....... 0Dewey VB. City of Flint................ 205 
Livlngaton..... oO""ter VB. Cranston......... . .......•.. 41 
Newaygo...... Dickison VS. Reynolds................... 411 

Alcona. . . . . . .. Dillon V8. Ludington. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 130 

Berrien ....... . 
Clinton ....... . 
Bay .......... . 
lJerrien .... , .. . 
Saginaw ...... . 
Saginaw ...... . 
Wayne ....... . 

ODonahue V8. KI888Der ................. . 
ODoty VB. Martin ...... , ............... . 
Downer VS. Richardson et al. ........... . 

;p~ ~:: ~::'~~l:::::::::::::::::::: 
Drennan vs. Herzog .................... . 
Dubois n. Campau .................... . 

22 
32 

148 
50 
49 
56 
24 

Saginaw. . . . . .. Duffy VB. Saginaw. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 106 
Mand. Monroe. Dumphy vs. Auditor General............. 123 

Monroe ....... . 
Shia ... assee .... . 
Clinron ....... . 
Saginaw ...... . 

~~~ .... ::::: 
Midland ...... . 
Delta ......... . 

Dumphy va. Bilton .................... . 
Dunning vo. Calkins ................... . 
• Dutton va. lves .................... ~ .... . 
East S8ginaw Mfg. CO. V8. City ot East 

Saginaw ................•............ 
Eaton V8. Chesebrough ................. . 
0Economy Power CO. VB. Daskam ....... . 
Eddy vs. Lee Twp ..................... . 
Edward Bines Lumber CO. V8. Wells Twp. 

121 
51-

5 

19 
82 

174 
73 

142 

578 Tu law-Ta .. tlon or ....... , .... fund or Insurance 
oompanl_l!«tlon 4005 C. L. oonot.ru"d .... 

11 County trea ... rer·. ",,,ort of 88le to Auditor 
General-Time - Conflrmatlon - Redemp-
Con-Application of money.. .. . .......... . 

13 A ........ ment of railroad right or way for local 
Improvementa ............................ . 

165 
464 
432 

81 
180 
382 

347 

116 

172 

5 

195 
448 
159 

269 

252 
462 
596 
573 
272 
467 
360 

335 
"354 

315 
556 
515 

259 
214 
402 
123 
366 

Redemption ................................ . 
Mortl{al(e tax..,., Sees. 4270-4273 C. L. 1915 ... . 
Tuatlon for privatA! purposes ................ . 

~:~~ro-;-!;rJ::.e~liw;';Yi::::::::::::::::::: : 
Taxation or corporatioa.-Locu •............... 

Railroad elevator--Exemption ................ . 

Power of board of State tax eomml .. ioners to add 
to city roll-Fixtures-Exemptlon trom city 
tax ..................................... .. 

E"emption ...................... : ......... .. 

Street rallways--Taxation-Prlnclpal omce ot 
street rallway-Sec. 400'J Sub. 16 C. L. con-
strued ••..••.............................. 

SpeCial assessments ......................... . 
ProoC or publication ......................... . 
Assessment to estate-Presumption or regularity 

-How overcome-Certificate oC board of r&o 
vlew-Personal demand-Return ........... . 

Chancery practlce-Demurrer--Defense raised 
by State omcers .......................... . 

Fractional description ....................... . 
Consideration for deed-Proof of ............. . 
Taxes-Determination of tax homestead lands .. 
Laches not Imputable to incompetents ......... . 
Premature return ........................... . 
Deputy Auditor General's deed ............... . 

D~~n~~i~~~'!,~~~.~~e b~. ~e~~~t :~. ?~~-. 
Local improvements .......................... . 
Action to vacate sale-Report oC sale-Descrip-

tion ..................................... . 
Duty of owner of lands--Redemptlon ......... . 
Drain taxes-Collection of-Assessment roll. ... . 
Record oC \nstrument--Notice ................ . 

Exemption ................................. . 
Lien Cor city taxes .......... '.' .............. . 
Mortgage tax-See Sec. 4272 C. L. 1915 ...... . 
Remedy •................................... 
Sale-When title passes-Taxes .............. . 

11 

70.H 

36 

74 

30 
8 

11 

7 

153 
7 

3.30.55.99 

127 
25 

140 
127 

61l 
55 
72 

3.72.86 
36 

70.99 
60.74 
37.39 

135 . 

7 
40 

........ 'ii, 



Year. 

1881 
1899 
1898 
1898 
1860 
1890 
1909 
1886 
1910 

1907 

1891 
1892 
1895 
1846 
1897 
1887 

1898 
1920 

1885 

1876 
1887 
1899 

1881 

1870 
1872 
1909 
1863 
1896 
1888 

1910 
1912 
1895 
1883 
1879 
1879 
1875 

1903 

County. Title. 

Kalama.zoo .... . 
Oceana ....... . 
Antrim ....... . 
Antrim ....... . 

If~~~~nv~~·Ji~~~';jd: .. : ....... ::::::::::: 
Elk Rapids Iron Co. vs. Helena Twp ..... . 

.EIk Rapids Iron Co. vs. Milton Twp ...... . 
Wayne ....... . 
Kent ........ .. 

Elliott vs. Miller ...... .' ................ . 
Ely vs. Grand Rapids ................... . 

Mackinac ..... . Embury vs .. Goodenough ................ . 
Kent ......... . Emerson vs. Walker Twp ............ : .. . 
Newaygo ..... . Ensley vs. Coolbaugh .................. . 

Gogebic....... Escanaba Timber Land Co. vs. Rusch .... . 

Osceola ........ Evart vs. PostaL ...................... . 
Muskegon ..... Eyke vs. Lange ....................... :. 
Muskegon ..... Eyke VB. Lange .................... , ... . 
Washtenaw. . .. *Farmers' and M. Bk. vs. Kingsley ...... . 
Wayne. . . . . . .. Farwell vs. Bigelow .................... . 
Muskegon ..... Fay vs. Wood ......................... . 

Bay. . . . . . . . . .. Fp.atherly vs. Hoffman .................. . 
Emmet. . . . . . .. *Feily VS. Bay View Camp Grounds A.sn. 

of the Methodist EQiscopal. Church .... . 
Wayne ........ Fells VB. Barbour ...................... . 

Macomb ...... . Ferton vs. Feller ....................... . 
Washtenaw ... . *Feustman vs. Estate of Gott ........... . 
Bay ......... .. First Baptist Church vs. Roberts ........ . 

Berrien ....... . First Nat'l Bk. of St. Joseph vs. St. Joseph 
Twp ............................... . 

St. Joseph .... . 
Ionia ......... . 

First Nat'l Bk. of Sturgis vs. Watkins .... . 
*Fisher VS. Provin . .................... . 

Iron .......... . Fitschen vs. Olson ..................... . 
Saginaw ...... . *Fitzhul!h VS. Barnard .................. . 
Bay .......... . 
Alcona ....... . 

Fitzhugh VB. Bay City .................. . 
Fletcher vs. Alcona :rwp ................ . 

Alpena. ....... . 
Alpena ....... . 
Alpena ....... . 

t:.\'.~~~:::::::: 

Fletcher Pat;er Co. vs. City of Alpena .... . 
Fletcher Paper CO. VB. City of Alpena .... . 
Fletcher VS. Post ....................... . 
Fletcher vs. Thunder Bay Broom Co ..... . 
Flint & P. M. R. R. Co. vs. Auditor General 

Osceola ....... . 
Saginaw ...... . 

*Flint & P. M. Ry. Co. vs. Gordon ...... . 
Flint & P. M. R. R. Co. vs. Saginaw Co. 

Treas ............................... . 
Berrien ....... . Flint Land CO. VS. Auditor General ...... . 

Volume. 

46 Mich ... 
120 
117 
117 

8 
84 

157 
63 

160 

147 

86 
90 

104 
2 DOU~.:: 

112 Mic ... 
65 . 

117 

210 
58 

33 
65 

120 

46 

21 
25 

155 
12 

109 
72 

'160 
172 
104 

51 
41 .. 
41 

32 
133 

Page. 

610 
586 
'211 
211 
132 
336 
140 
483 
299 

619 

325 
592 

26 
379 
285 
390 

42 

197 
49 

199 
592 
704 

526 

483 
347 
320 
104. 
581 

18 

462 
35 

424 
277 
635 
420 

260 
542 

Subject. Sec. 

Description. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 
Completed purchase .-. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 84 
Assessment of forest products. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 
Assessment of forest products. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 
What receivable for taxes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44 
Local improvements. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36 
See Sec. 4198 C. L. 1915 ................................. . 
Drain taxes. .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 36,37 

AS~~.%:~: of~~;t:1'i~~~'iI~-~ ot~~r~~a.g.e.e:-:-. 24,72,84, 140 
Taxes--Return of proof of service of notice by 

purchaser ................................ . 

~~"y'>~~t;rt ~~,:~~sSiOCK hi bank cashier'.:::::: 
Payment of tax on stOCk by bank cashier ...... . 
Levy ...................................... . 
Payment by mort!\"agee ...................... . 
Assessment roll-'-Statutol'Y certificates--Appor-

tionment-Time--Charter requirements ..... . 
Proof of publication-County clerk's files ...... . 

Highway taxes ............................. . 
Purchase .by mort!!agee--Deputy Auditor 

General's deed-Omission to record deed .... . 
Tax roll-Alteration ..... : ................... . 

. Proof of publication ......................... . 
Tax record-Entry of amounts decreed-Time--

Amendment of decree before enrollment ..... . 

Deduction of ind~btedness-Review-Estoppel-
Supervisor's warrant-Tax roll-Dollar mark. 

Involuntary payment-Recovery ............. . 
Tenant in common-HU3band and wife ........ . 
Notice-Owners rights ....................... . 
Grantee chargeable with notice ............... . 
Local improvements-Estoppel ............... . 
Standing timber included in value of land-Re-

demption ................................ . 
Board of Review-Payment under protest .... , 
Board of Review-Remedy of tax payer ....... . 
R~pleyin--:Misnomer ........................ . 
RIparIan rIghts ............................. . 
Highway tax-Illegal·tax .................... . 
Homestead entrY ........................... . 

Redemption-Interest-Penalty ............... . 
Taxes--Section 4096 C. L. construed-Refund 

of tax-Attack of decree of circuit court in tax 
cases . ................................. ',' : 

140,"141 
43 
46 
46 
47 
53 

37,99,107 
66 

70,72 
43 
66 

66,67 

19,30,47,99 
46 

6 
140,143. 

72 
36,66 

2,14,27,74 
30,53 

30 
47,99 

2 
36,66 

131 

H 

98 



1001 

1005 
1004 

1005 

IRS" 
1111111 
1~711 

1898 
ll1KI 
111114 

1918 
11114 
1Il00 
IKI!4 
111111 
18116 
11114 
11101 

1858 
111811 
IHI13 
18111 
1896 
111:ll1 

1898 

1899 

1879 
191. 

1915 
11101 

11177 
1869 

11197 
11106 
11106 

Ken' .. 

Emmet .......• 
J08CO ........ .. 

!lchoolcraft .... . 

FUnt Land Co. VII. Orand Rapid. Terminal 
RaII .... y Co. e, aI. . . . .. . ............ . 

FUn& Land Co .• Ltd., YO. P~htman e' aI .. 
FUn' lAnd 00 .• LW ...... UodIdn 0' aL ... . 

r. II: r. Lumber 00. VII. Thompeon Twp .. . 

147 
140 
136 

139 

rUnton . . . . . • .. .JI'I)·nn .... Flynn. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . IIR 
Mu .... 6I(on ..... F,-,"" YI. Oarpenter .................... 111 
Alpena. . . . . . .. Folkerta VI. I'o"er. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4:l 

Menominee .... Fnrotor VII. Brown ...................... 119 
Kent... .. . . . .. .11', ... VII. Van Drl .. le. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41 
M&Dlstee.. .... Fowler VII. campbell........ ............. 100 

MuRk"llon..... 1"0 ... 1.,.. va. Stubblngw ................... . 

~n:!!~Oix:: : :: ~::::~~: ::: ::~:~nlZ',¥::g~. ~~~~~.: : : : : 
Kent. . . . . . . . .. Pm..t VI. Leath .... m .. n .................. . 
Kent.......... Fuller VI. Orand Rapids ................ . 
W .. yne........ Fuller VII. K .. oe ........................ . 
Kent..... . . . .. • .. '011 .... VII. S ... eet ...................... . 
B.,glna..... . . . .. Oage VII. City of Sagln .. w ............... . 

~a.;r::.;,':.: : : :: ~,!!~g~:: ~~~:r Generai.': :::.: : : : : : : : 
B .. y.... . . . . . .. ·O .. mble va. Oates ..................... . 
E .. ton ....... " ·Uants va. Towles ...................... . 
New .. ygo ...... Gardner va. New .. ygo Co. Super·s ....... . 
Emmet........ G .... field Twp. va. A. B. Kllse Lumber Co .. 

Huron ......... O .. rn .... va. Wallace ..................... . 

203 
30 

1:ll! 
65 
40 

lJO 
30 

IllS 

6 
78 
91 
40 

lJO 
219 

U8 

S .. nilac ........ O .. tes va. Johnson ....................... 121 

t":!:~'::b : : : : :: ~~~~n vlU~h'::'!~~h':.~1i SOciety va: Ciii 
Ingh .. m. .. .. ... .o"!r~!iu~lli'!:g~g 'db: vo. 'Auditor ·Geii.: : 
Oogebic....... O. F. Sanborn 00. va. Johnson .......... . 

St. Joseph ... :. OOlllett va. Needh .. m .................. .. 
W .. yne ........ Gillman vs. Riopelle .................... . 

40 

179 
184 
148 

37 
18 

Len ..... ee....... GilBon va. Munson ..................... '. 114 
B .. y.. . .. . . .. .. Godldn va. Corliss. . . . . . . .. . . .. . .. . . . . .. 146 
Schoolcraft. . . . . Godkin va. Doyle Twp. . . . . . . . • . . . . • . . .. 143 

621 
3·n 
668 

698 

20 
89 

233 

86 
201 
3118 

383 
379 
5113 

33 
395 
549 
236 
6S2 

17 
302 
465 
725 

94 
31 

387 

663 

336 

35 
618 
405 

143 
145 

671 
507 
236 

Writ of assl.tan<'&-Tax" •.............•...•.. 
Equity-Bill to remove cloud-PINOdlru: ....... . 
T .. x_Errors and Irl'eIN ..... ltI .. In __ menta 

-I!tatutory notice of purc_ ............. . 
Tax_Rofusai of eleetors to provide for hlgh. 

co-;;:ld!:::Oii ,oj.· dOOd':': i>roor or: : ': : : : : : : : : : : : 
I ncomp6tenta .......................•........ 
T .. x mu.t be authorl&ed by written law-A_ 

ment roll .......•.....•................•.• 
Replevin ................................... . 
Attornment ................................. . 
A .. es.ment of lands of deceased person &ftor 

ad ministr .. tlon ............................ . 
NotiC6&-Service by mall ................•.... 
Reassessment .....................•.......... 
A ...... ment for fair grounda .................. . 
Drain taxes . ............................... . 
Accountlnll: for taxes colleeted ................• 
Payment by mortgagee ...................... . 
Attornment ................................ . 
T .. xation-Payment under duress-T .. x I .. w

Section 4049 C. L. construed-Payment to city 
treasurer under protesl>-Recovery of void tax 
-Voluntary payment ...•.•...............• 

Record of Instrumenl>-Notlce ............•...• 
Hlghw .. y tax-County tax for highw .. y •........ 
Title to timber und .... I .. psed contract to cut ...•. 
PubUcation-N otlc_Tlm_Redemption .....• 

¥~~J~~~tI~~~~g~&8~Won 'outSide of town.' 
Pr':,':!fof' ·ubilCi.tlo":,,,:,,:siOte· taX· i"riei' book":':" 

TIm_B:!blication of list of state tax landa not 
required-Tax deed ...................•.•.. 

Certified copy of deere_Entry of amount 
decreed-Estoppel-Ejectment-Tlme for hear-

In~o,~~:::;I~:meni::::.·.:::::::::::::::::: : 
Special assessments ........................ .. 
Taxation of car loaning companies ............ . 
T .. xes--Void notice to owner of titl_Lach_ 

Jurisdiction ......................•.......• 
Proof of publication ......................... . 
Description-Right of purchase at t .. x a&l_ 

Lilm t .. tions under tax deed .......•.......... 
Assessment for fence viewer's expenses ......... . 
Personal t .. xes--Levy-Payment under protest. 
Taxes - Involuntary payment - Protest - Re-

covery of tax paid under protest .........•••• 

72.137 

24.86.98 

........ 'i40 
611 

M.39 
41 
12 

If, 
140 

116 
36 
37 
52 
63 
7:a 

63,67,96 
13&. 

36',37 
14 

66,74 
110 

39,48 

66,76.78, 
79,82 

86,139 
41 

140 
66 

25,72,73 
36 

46,48 

46,58 



Year. 

1907 
1909 
1906 

1864 
1900 
1894 
1870 
1893 
1909 
1911 
1911 
1913 
1914 
1923 
18~8 

1913 

1913 

1879 
1891 
1904 

·1906 

1904 

1922 
1872 
1893 
1873 
1903 

1906 

1907 

1876 
1898 
1872 
1865 

1882 

County. Title. Volume. 

Bay. . . . . . . . . .. Godkin vs. Rutterbush ... : . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 147 .Mich ... 
Gogebic.. ..... Gogebic Lumber Co. vs. Moore......... .. 157 " 
Houghton.. . . .. Goodell vs. Auditor General. . . . . . . . . . . . .. 143 

Wayne ...... .. 
Wayne ........ . 

faal.~~::::::: : 
Goodrich vs. Detroit ................... . 
Goodrich vs. Detroit .................... . 
Goodwillie vs. Detroit .................. . 
*Goodwin vs. Burns .................... . 

Mackinac ..... , 
Kalkaska ..... . 

Goudreau vs. City of St. Ignace .......... . 
Gow vs. McFarren ..................... . 

Kalkaska ..... . Gow vs. MC.Farren .................•.... 
Kaikaska ..... . Gow vs. Stoddard ...................... . 
Wayne ...... .. 
Kent ......... . 
Kent ......... . 
Berrien ....... . 

Graham VB. Oity of Detroit .............. . 
*Graham vs. City of Grand Rapids .. : ... . 
Graham VB. N ippress ................... . 
Graham VB. St .. Joseph Twp ............. . 

Ottawa ....... . Grand Haven Arbiter Unterstutzungs 
Verein vs. Soule ..................... . 

Ottawa ....... . 

Kent .•........ 
Kent ......... . 
Benzie ........ . 

Kent ......... . 

Kent ......... . 

"Grand Haven Basket Factory vs. City of 
Grand Haven ....................... . 

Grand Rapids vs. Blakely ............... . 
Grand Rapids vs. Welleman ............. . 
Grand Rapids Bark & Lumber Co. vo. In-

lami Twp .................. : ........ . 

GrX~~:,a&'~:er!i . ~.n.~~~~ .. ~~: .. ~~' .. ~~'. 
Grand Rapids & Indiana Railway Co. vs. 

City of Grand Rapids et a\. ........... . 

Kent ......... . 
St. Clair ...... . 

Grand Rapids Trust Co.·vs Doctor ....... . 
Grant VB. SmIth ....................... . 

St. Clair ...... . 
Bay ...... : .. .. 
Saginaw ...... . 

Gray vs. Finn ......................... . 
.Greeley VB. Stilson .................... . 
Green VB. Grant ....................... . 

12 
123 
103 

21 
97 

156 
164 
164 
174 
179 
222 

67 

175 

174 
40 
85 

136 

144 

137 

222 
26 
96 
27 

134 

Sa.sinaw. . . . . .. Griffin VB. Jackson et a!. ............ , . . .. 145 

Bay.. .. .. .. ... Griffin VB. Kennedy et al.. .. .. .. . .. .. .... 148 

MusKegon ..... GriBwold VB. Fuller ..................... . 

ra":~~·. '. '. '.'.': : : g~l:;gl~ ~:: ~~~r~l!t~~~~~~. ~.o~c.~. : 
Wayne.. . . .... Groesbeck VS. Seeley ................... . 

Saginaw.. .. . .. . .GUIld VB. Kldd ....................... .. 

33 
117 
24 
13 

48 

Page. 

116 
499 
246 

279 
559 
283 
211 
413 
362 

28 
335 
538 
378 
386 
652 

210 

279 
361 
234 

121 

77 

587 

249 
201 

62 
.152 
462 

23 

583 

268 
317 
262 
329 

301 

Suliiect. 

Drains--Parties to action to recover drain tax .. 
Service of notice-Form of notice ........... . 
Taxes--Secs. 62 and 66 of the tax law constl'Ued' 

-Sale before five days of term have elapsed-
Entitiing petition ......................... . 

Local improvements ......................... . 
Local improvements ......................... . 
Local Improvements ......................... . 
Action to set aslde--Laches ................ ' .. . 
Equalization record of ..................... : .. 
Taxation-Passing of title ................... . 
Taxation of logs ............ : ..... _ ......... . 

I~:;::;b~fo~~~~ie 'by AUditor' Gener;,.{.'.·.·.:: : : : : 
Special assessments ......................... . 
Lands of incompetent persons ................ . 
Taxation of incorporation-Vessels, what exempt 

-Taxation of personal property of non-
resident ................................... . 

Action to set aside--Pul'chase-Reconveyance .. 

Sec. 

37 
140 

.......... 36 
36 
36 
73 
99 
40 
14 
14 

7,84 
........ "69 

5,8,10 

70,80,141 

SpeCial assessments-Description ...... : . . . . . .. . ......... 53 
~~1~ 19r":::::"~~~·:n'e~~~e~oYr~t.~~t .. : : : : : : : 47,99 

Sale--Title--Agreement to manufacture--Taxes, 

Taxes-Specific taxes-Railroads-Mandamus. 

Taxes--Sgeciflc taxes on railroads--Property 

~~8~e~. e~~:~~u~~~ ~~~ ~~~~-:-:-~.~~it:-:-:-~~~ .. 
Title of former owners--Tax homestead lands .. 
Good faith acts under tax deed ............... . 
Replevin-Oonveyance to defeat collection ..... . 
Redemption ................................ . 
Usury-Agreement by mortgagor to pay taxes 

Ta"x':...~~~~~rcee I,::,r:':tice . of . purcil/is.; . bY: oiie' 
purchaser on another purchaser of tax title 

Taxes-State tax homestead lands--Constitu-
tion ..................................... . 

Void tax title--Bill to remove cloud ........... . 
Assessment to pay judgment ................. . 
Board of review-Warrant--Extenslon ........ . 
Public records--Tax deed-Tax title--Adverse 

possession-LimItations .................... . 
Recovery for Improvements .................. . 

7 

53 
127,130 

77 
47 
74 

53 

140 

127 
77 

107 
29,30,55 

70,72,73 
104 



1811\1 

11114 
llKIM 
I .. "" 
IH76 
I Mill 
IH\I-I 
18111i 

1867 

1898 

lM1l1I 
11107 

111l1li 
J~70 
lHHIi 
lM\l1I 
lMHII 
llill5 

lM70 
lMIIH 
11"10 
IHII7 
11111 
111011 

1911 

18H 
181111 

1904 

IDOl. 

18711 
l!j!l.~ 
11l(J1i 

'11111;A 
1873 

.1914 
1&16 
18\18 
11101 

1'868 

Mand. Ottawa.. Gunt VO. Auditor O"n ........ .......... , 122 

Chl'h<mran •.... 
("'hll)I)('I"' ••. " .. 
.Ma("Cunb ..... . 
Nt. Jo."pb .... . 
HaMinaw ••.•.•. 
Matlinaw. o ••••• 

lCullCommon •... 

Oustln YO. Fitapatrlck.. .. .............. . 
H IW1dt'll1 v.. (ll.,..".. . . . . . . . . • . . . . .. . ... . 

;l!:!.~~c!~:."koward" . .'. '. : : : : : : : : : : : : : 
"sim ... v •• MUJMV'virwll'll ..........•...•.•.. 
H .. ln ... VB. Hul ..... v""'ra .................. . 
Hall v.. ()ollins. .. . ................. . 

AU.'gan. . . . . . .. Hall Yo. Kellotlg ... 

Muskoxon ..... HaU VB. M .. nn .. 

lIfWlk,,"on. , . .. Rnll VII. !\fann. 
n ...... I"". . . . . . .. n .. u va. Miller. 

Marqu"Ue ..... 
ealhnun ....•.. 

t~~~e~te .. : : : : 
MWlk"lIon .... . 
O .. r_ ....... . 
Y .. n Buren ... .. 
Mu_kaKon ....• 
Uttawa ....... . 
M .. nd. St. Clair 

. Aii.,g'aii. : : : : : : : 

:~:ll :!: ~::tr:.;.;p",; ' .. ~ : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 
H all VB. Perry ......................... . 
Hall ... Munoon Co. v .. Auditor General. .. 
HamiU,oo va. Amos .............•...•.... 
Hamilton ... Merryman Co. va. L' Anae Twp 

Hammond va. Hannln ..........•........ 
Jlammnnd VS. Place .................... . 
H .. nchett VII. Audlt.or General ........... . 
H .. nd VR. Auditor General. ..... , ........ . 
Haney VII. Auditor Uener .. 1. .....•.•.•.•.. 
Hanoy V8. MiUer ..................... , .. 

1M2 
153 
M 
34 
~7 
1111 

117 

16 

118 

122 
150 

12:1 
21 
72 

121 
74 

107 

21 
116 
124 
112 
165 
154 

[ron .......... , Hansen VB. Hall. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . .. 167 

Wayne........ Harbaugh vs. M .. rtln..................... 30 
Allog .. u ....... Hanllng VS. Bader...................... 75 

Emm .. t. . . . . . .. Hardlng vs. Auditor General. . . . . . . . . . . .. 136 

Harding ot al. vs. Auditor General. . . . . . .. 140 

Livingston. . . .. Hanty v •. Powell ...............•....... 
Kent .......... H .. rper VO. Or .. nd R .. pids ............... . 
CaUlOun.. . . . .. Ha.rrington va. Dickinson ............... . 
i'lt. OI .. lr.. . ... .. Harrington va. Fish .................... . 

~:~~:: : : : : : :: r:~:::~: ~iI!~Uo"{'lrii!hi;.nd park':.:: : : 
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Action to ... t ... ide-- R iJ(hts of third parU .... , ... . 

T~:r~~'it .. I~r... ~t~~rceno~~.R~~I~':"". 
!lJ>('('iai ......... m .. nts, , ' . ' . , .... ' , . . . . . .. . .... 
Ilrhool t .. x-Ulatrkt including land. In anoUler 

To~~~~rp' i.niUUro~BoDd~LIabliliY';i m,;,;t.io.·. 
Rt'd"mptlon. ' , . , , , ... ' ......... ' .... , ...... . 
RNtom,lt.ioo .....•........ 
Tax recelp~Deoocrlptlon. 
Actual knowlt'dlle, .. , ..... , . , ............... . 

e,~if~;~:'.o~~:!.:.:'~ernrn .. nt .• urv"y .~ .. ~n~:::: 
"chonl taxOlt- W hat receivable ror tax"s, 
Dl'8Crilltinn ............ ', ......... . 
Adv~J'Re pc.)~lon ............. . 
Purchaser und .. r tall deed., ................. . 
Lncallmprovements, .. ,.", ........... , ..... . 
Title to property under attsclunont-Assessment 

-J..ocus, ..... , .. , ., ..... , ... '., ........ . 
Riparian owners ................ ' ........ , .. . 
Piano ..................................... . 
Talles-Failure to Include entire description ...• 
Decree In chancery .... , .... ,.,.,., .......... . 
Payment under protest ..... , ..... , .......... . 
E"'Ol'ln favor ......... , .. , ...... , ..... , .. " .. 
Tax law-Assessment--Pro .rata redemption by 

one or several owners--Afandamus .......... . 
Construction of statutes ..................... . 

Final decree .... , ..... , ..................... . 
Taxes--Cancel\lng sale undor Sec. 4096 C. L.-

Appliestion ot tall to wrong description ..... . 
. Exemption ................................. . 

~':.t:~~r~~g:~~lIsc~rg.r.°:;~IJ1~~~~I~O~r t..""":s~er: : : 
Drain taxes . ............ . 
Agency-Estoppel ..... ' .. . 
Limitations under tax deed ................... . 
Lands surveyed lOS 10ts-De!ICriptions 'in deed-

Ejcctment--Compensation for improvements. 
Tax 11n business or occupation ................ . 
Sale by city under eit,y charter. . . , ........ . 
Collateral attack, , " ., ....... . 
Unsevered crops ............................ . 
Sale after payment .......................... . 
Platted lots-Decree of sale--Record ot sale .... . 
Certificate ot no taxes--Remedy .............. . 
Action to set aside sale--Attempt to pay-

Remedy-Certifleste of error-Proof required 
-Time .................................. . 

Speciall'Ssessments ......................... . 

86 
73 

140 

36 
43 
U 
74 

40,99 
111 
25 
36 

36,44 
25 
73 
72 
36 

13,14 
2 
9 

70,98 
67,73 

53 
911 

loW,141 
M 

67 

98 
9 

113 
36 
37 
72 
73 

25.72,104 
24 

....... '70 
2 

98 
66,71 

98 

70,86,98 



". 
:g.l 

Year. County. Title. Volume. Page. Subject. Sec. 

1856 Ingham ........ Lacy vs. Davis ......................... 4 Mich ... 140 Supervisors' authority to levy tax-Township'· 
tax-Penalty-Tax deed-One in possession 

:a?~ C~~~~~i~ tFtJ::"~as~:.~:c.:. °L~aa~ 39,42,59 
presumption ............................... 72,77,99 1865 Clinton ........ Laing vs. McKee ....................... 1§~ 124 Redemption-Fraud ......................... 74 

1905 Genesee ....... Laing vs. Forest Twp ................... 159 Taxes-Payment under protest--Assignment .of 
action: ................................... 53 1897 Baraga ........ Laird vs. Coach ........................ 112 628 Tax deed for undivided interest ................ 72 1885 Schoolcraft ..... LaKe Superior C. R. & I. CO. VB. Thompson. 56 493 Highway tax ................................ 36 1894 Kent .......... L. S. & M. S. R. R. Co. vs. Grand RapIds .• 102 374 Assessment of terminal property of railroad-

36 Local improvements ........................ 
1889 MusKegon ..... Laketon Township vs. AKeley .....•...... 74 695 Suit for taxes ....................... , ........ 47 
1898 St. Joseph ..... Lanning vs. Palmer ..................... 117 529 Drain taxe •.... " .................•.......... 37 Cl 1896 Ingham ........ Lansing vs. Board of State Auditors ....... 111 327 Assessment of State property .................. 7 l".l 1872 Ingham ......... Lansing vs. Van Gorder ................. 24 456 Local Improvements .......................... 4,36 

~ 1893 Jackson ........ Lantis vs. Relthmiller ..............•.... 95 45 Replevin ..................................... 47 
1918 . Calhoun ....... Laraway vs. Williams ................... 201 617 Drain taxes ................................. 37 
1908 Muskegon ..... Lasley vs. Kniskern ............. ~ ....... 152 244 Ad verse possession ........................... 73 ~ 
1895 Kent .......... Laubach vs. O'Meara ................... ·107 29 Drain tax_Supervisor's duty ................ 37·,39 ~ 1911 Kent .......... ·Lawrence vs. City of Grand Rapids ...... 166 134 Special assessments .......................... ........ 'i42 1920 Oceana ........ Lawson vs. Bishop ...................... 212 691 Possession by purchaser ...................... ;; 1889 Isabella ........ Leaton vs. Murphy ..................... 78 77 Rule of sale on levy .......................... 47 
1899 Wayne ........ Ledyard vs. Auditor General. ............ 121 56 Hearing on petition-Tlme--JurIsdiction ....... 62 1906 Mackinac ...... Lee et 801. va. Livingston et 801. ............ 143 203 Ejectment--Lease by one tenant In common- ~ 

-Title--Tax title held by le.see ............. ............ 

5 
1853 Wayne ........ Le Fevre vs. Mayor ..................... 2 586 Exemption-House of public worship-Descrip-

tlon ...................................... 7,25 
1920 Shlawassee ..... Legg vs. Bower ......................... 2f2 .. 403 Action to set aside ........................... 70 1898 Monroe ........ ·Lemerand va. F. & P. M. R. R. Co ...... 117 809 Recovery for Improvements ................... 104 1887 Lenawee ....... Lenawee County Bank vs. Adrian City •... 66 · 273 Shares of bank stock ..................•...... 8 1864 Kent .......... ·Leonard vs. Taylor ..................... 12 398 Setting aside decree-Laches .................. 76 1869 Saginaw ...... , Leroy va. East Saginaw City Railway ..... 18 283 Warrant--Llabillty of collector--Replevin ...... 47 1875 Delta .......... Hfi~~e.,:.sA~':nl~~ Genetai. : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 32 437 Owner acquires no title by purchase ............ 72 1913 

'M~kegon:::: : 178 538 Mandamus-Certificate of error ............... 98 1898 LUUe vs. Snow .......................... 118 611 Bill to quiet title under tax deed-Attornment .. 72 1884 Alpena ........ ·Lincoin vs. Davis ...............•...... 53 375 Riparian rights ................................ 2 1888 Wayne ........ Lindsay va. Eastwood ................... 72 336 Drain taxes-Supervisor's duty-Lien .......... 37,39,40 
1905 Leelanau ....... Lingle va. Dalzell. ...................... 141 399 Replevin-Possesslon-Proof of tltle--Evidence. ............ 1905 Leelanau ....... Lingle VB. Elmwood Township ........... 142 194 Taxes-Payment· under protest--Grounds of 

protest--Recovery by party in Interest ...... 53 
1872 Kent .......... Linsley vs. Sinclair ...................... 24 · 380 Resulting trust .............................. 72 
1898 Kent .......... Long vs. Landman .................•.... 118 · . 174 Duty of executor to pay taxes ................. 46 1909 Monroe ........ ·Long VB. Village of Dundee ............. 159 320 ~'iJ~~ :J':gs;~e~!~ .. '. : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : ........ "36 1888 Ontonagon ..... Longyear va. Auditor General. ........... 72 415 1917 Ionia .......... ·Loomis vs. Rogers ..................... 197 265 Covert Road Tax ....... ' ..................... ......... '37 1884 Presque Isle .... Loomla vs. Rogers Township ............. 53 185 Raising money by tax or loan ................. 1893 Monroe ........ Loose va. Navarre ...................... 95 603 Void tax title ................................ 72 



1911 A1ooaa ........ Loud va. O·BrlllD ......•.....•••..••.... 187 20CI ~ment roll.-collateral at __ Reron-

Loud ok 80ns Lumber Co. va. Hagar ••..•.. 
veyance ................................. . M,70i~~! 

18118 Oscoda ........ 118 452 A.....,.,ent of Ia.nd-Warran_Mlanomer ••.••.• 
18\111 MoounorenC)' ... Loud ok Ilona Lumber Co. va. Vienna Twp. 120 8!!2 Elt.oppel .................................... 47 
1Il00 OIllOda ........ Loud ok Sona Lumber Co. va. Elmer •.••••. 123 111 Oonveyance to avo.ld _atlon-Tuatlon-Who 

liable ..................................... 8,24 
18711 8a&1na ......... . Louden va. East 8ag1na .................. U 18 Taxpayer. _umed to ImO .. tbelaw-Voluntary 

paymen_Action to I'fOCOver ta:l:81 paid under 

Lowe VI. Olty of Detroit et &1 ............. Sfl 
pl'Oteslr-Error must prejudice ........•...... M,fII,68,1I1I 

1004 Wa)'De ........ 138 Tax_SIgolog roll before retllrlliDS to boa.rd 

Ludington va. Eocaoaba ..............•.. 
of review ................................. .. · ...... ·99 

18\17 Delta. ......... 115 288 Aaeeooment and tall roll ....................... 
111l1li Maaoo ......... Ludingt.on Wal.er Sup. Co. VI. Ludington 

City ........................•..•.•••. 1111 480 Exemption .................................. 7 
18113 Alpena ........ Lumber Co. va. Alpena City .......•••... 117 4911 Right of recovery of tax paid under protest ..... 53 
111114 <"harievoill ..... Lumber Co. va. Eut Jordan ......•.•.... 100 201 Locallmprovementa .......................... 36 
111114 Maolatee .... , .. Lumber Co. va. MaoIatee ...........•.•.. 100 466 Right of recovery to tax paid under proteslr- n 

Iosco .......... Lumber Co. va. Oscoda Village ......••... 97 221 
Remedy for unauthorized lev", ......•..... 53 > 

1893 8tatement of taxable gropertr.- arran_Re- m newal-Aaaeaament y ini ala of corporate l".l 
Manistee ..••.• 170 

title ...................................... 18,55.99 rn 
1892 Lundbom va. Manistee City .......••..... 93 Local Improvemen_Estoppel ........•........ 36,66 
ll1t!3 Wayne ........ Lyon n. Receiver of Taxes .•......••...• 62 271 Personal tax against Insolvent esta_Payment > under pl'Oteslr-Recovery~Levy on goods Z 

398 
assigned ...........•...•........••.•...... 44,46,47 t;j 

1919 fn~g~~~~: '. '. '. ~ : McBride n. Clo .. er ..................... 208 Possession by purchaser ...............•...... 142 
18114 .McCammon va. R. R. Co ..........•.... 103 104 Auction sale ................................. 79 

~ 18711 Kent .......... .McComba va. Merryhew ..........••.... 40 721 Trial of rights before dispossession •........•... 73 
1916 MIssaukee ..... McConnell va. Township of Lake ......... 191 644 Soldiers' homestead exemption ................. 7 
1882 OllCoola ........ McCoy va. Aoderson .................... 47 602 Replevin .................................. , . 47 "'3 
11175 St. Clair •...... McCredie va. Buxton .................... 31 383 Wanton expenditures for Improvemonta .•....•• 104 ::t: 
1916 Sagina ......... OMcDermott va. Alger ................... 186 278 Reassessment of drain tax ..................... · ...... · .. 34 0 
11!86 Delta .......... McDonald vs. Escan .. ba ...........••..•. 62 635 Duty of bo .. rd of supervisors In equalization .... ~ 
11110 B .. y ........... McDon .. ld vs. Miller ............•.....•. 162 81 S .. le by Auditor Gener .. 1. ..................... 84 .... 
181111 Barag .......... McFadden va. Brady .....•...•......•... 120 699 Proof of puhlicatlon-County treasurer's report "'3 .... 

of s .. le to clerk ................... : ......... 66,70,98 l".l 
1892 Wexford ...•.. , McFarlan VB. Cedar Creel[ Township ...... 93 558 Highway tax-P .. yment under protest .......... 36.53 rn 
1908 £~:~~~. :.::: McFarlane vs. Simpson .................. 153 193 Notice to purchaao1'-Writ of .... Istance ...•.... 70,140 
181111 McGinley VB. C .. lumet '" Hecla Mining Co. 121 88 Premature decree ............................ 66,1311 
1877 Kent .......... .McGoren VB; Avery .................... 37 119 ~~~,,::.;t j~~~~~t~l.e:::.: :: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 72 
1873 KaI .. mazoo •.... .McKee vs. C .. mpbell ................... 27 497 46 
11118 Kent .......... ~~fl~.:I!"vs~~~.,": X~~'b!~Pf.'la: : : : : : : : 203 527 Specia.l assessments . ......................... · .... · .... 84 
18117 Monroe ........ 113 453 Kf:g~~e d~~e:..og~~~:.-:-~~~~~. ~~ .~t~~~:: 1895 Ot.aego ......... McKinnon vs. Meston ................... 104 642 72 
1890 E .. ton ......... McKisson vs. D .. venport ...... , •...•.... 83 211 Purchase by mortg .. gor ....................... 72 

. 11111 Emmet ........ .McM .. nus vs. City of Petoskey .......... 164 390 Speci .. 1 a .. essments ...................•...... ....... "i07 
18811 St. Clair ....... ~~~~~t':o';:v~~~:::::.·.:::::::::: : 74 356 Board of review . ............... I •••••••••••• 
1888 Jackson ........ 72 276 T .. x l .. w 1885 prospective ooly ................• 1311 
1906 

. ()gemaw·. : : : : : : 
McRae vs. Auditor General •............. 146 594 ~~~::;.~~~?~~~-:-:-~~~~i~~. ~~ ~~i~~.S: : : : : : 73.118 

11111 McRae vs. Barber ...................... 167 314 140 
11112 Ogem .. w ....... McR .. e vs. B .. rber ...................... 171 111 Notice ....................................... 140 
11117 Gratiot ••.....• ' McVicker vs. Kneel .. nd ..•........•....•• 196 472 Adverse possession .......................... , 86 
11119 W .. yne ........ .MacLachlan vs. City of ~etrolt ...•..•.. 208 188 Speci .. lassessments .... '.' .................... ............ ~ ... 

~ 



"" C<> .. 
Year. County. Title. Volume. Page. Subject. Sec. 

190~ Iron ........... MacKinnon vs. Powers, Auditor General.. 130 Mich .. : 552 Tax law-Personalty assessed as real property 
-Land located with script-mandamus ........ 4 

1890 Manistee ...... Manistee City vs. Harley ................ 79 238 Local improvements .......................... 36 
1892 Kalkaska ...... Manistee Lumber Co. vs. Springfield Twp. lI2 277 "T~~~~e~:' ... ~~~~~~:-:-: ~l~n~~,? .. ~~~'.".e.~t.:-:-. 25,53 
1899 Saginaw ....... Mann vs. Carson ....................... 120 631 Description-Petition for decree--Filing-Pub-

licatIOn in supplement--Proof of publiqation 
-County clerk's file..-Lands bid to estat_ 25,61,66, 
Right of sal_Title under tax deed-Writ of 68.,72 
assistanc_Error of county treasurer ......... 

1883 Marquette ..... "Marquette Co. vs. Ward ..... ,',.,"', .. 50 174 Liability of sureties .................... , .. , .. 43 
1898 Menominee,:, , Martin Lumber Co. vs. Menominee 0, J, , . 116 354 Suit for taxes ............................... 47 
189Q Shiawassee, . , .. Mason Vlf. Hazelton Township, .... ', , ..... 82 440 Account between state, county and townships--

~ ... , . . ,. ~: Taxes charged back-Interest--No outlawry Cl 
-Reassessment of drain tax ..... , ........... 95 l:r:J 

1897 Muskegon ..... Mason vs. MUskegon ......... , .......... 111 687 Suit against city for taxes paid under protest .... 53 Z 
1890 Shiawassee .... , Mason vs. New Haven Township ......... 82 435 Drain taxes--Reassessment of drain tax ........ 37,96 l:r:J 
1922 Alger .......... Masters vs. John Widdicomb Co .......... 221 249 Amount stated in notice ...................... 140 ;0 
1894 Berrien ........ Matrau vs. Tompkins ................... , 99 528 Action to recover drain tax paid ............... 53 

~ ·1892 Ogemaw ....... Maurer·vs. Cliff ........................ 94 194 Assessment of forest products--Right of review. 15,30. 
1881 Saginaw ....... Maxfield VB. Willey ..................... 46 252 Purchase by mortgagor or mortgagee ........•.. 72 
1868 Bay ........... Maxon vs. Perrott ...................... 17 332 Dentist's tools ............................. , . 9 >-3 1884 Bay ........... *Maxwell vs. Paine ...... , .............. 53 30 Certificate of equalization .......... , .......... 34 II> 1905 Bay ........... Mayot YO. Auditor General. ............. , 140 593 Taxes--Description of land ................... ............ ~ 1890 Saginaw ........ Meade vs. Haines ....................... 81 261 Assessor to exercise lUdfment as to whom lands I 

should be assessed- iability for error..-Re-
~ view-Estoppel. ......... , ................. 24,30 

1906 Bay ........... Meagher vs. Dumas et aJ. ............... 143 639 Taxes--Tax homestead land..-Occupation ...... 127,131 
::!l 1876 Oceana ........ Mears vs. Howarth ..................... 34 19 Unlawful levy ............................... 47 

1882 Lenawee ....... Medina vs. Perkins. , ............. , ..... 48 67 Exercise of duties of township officers--Assessor 

Co~r:c~r;d'b~o~~~~t~~~·.·.: : : : : : : : : : : : : : M,24 
1899 Menominee .... Menominee vs. Martin S .. K. Lumber Co .. 119 201 40,67 
1915 Mason ......... R1:~:::'J ~:: i~£~~G.;ner,:(: : : : : : : : : : : : : 185. 290 N otic_Reconveyance ....................... 140,141 
1871 Osceola ........ 24 169 Over-valuation-Assessor's duty-Action to set 

aside taxes ................................. 24,144 
1872 Calhoun ....... *Merrill vs. Montgomery ................ 25 72 Substituted service .............. , ............ 140 
1917 Emmet ........ Merrill VB. Myers ....................... 197 356 Service of notic_Reconveyance ............... 140,141 
1911 Manistee ...... Merritt vs. Westerman ....... , ..... , .... 165 535 Adverse possession-Ejectment ................ 86,73 
1914 Manistee ...... Merritt vs. Westerman .................. 180 449 ~~~«;;:~sE1'~1:~~~~·.·.·.: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 86 
1878 Calhoun ....... *Merritt VB. Dickey ..... , ............... 38 41 12 
1897 Schoolcraft ..... Mersereau vs. Miller .................... 112 103 

. Ta:n~~!!~~~i;t~:~C:a~ed~gf:~~:.·~~~~~ .~l.e:~:·. 67 
1901 Montcalm ..... Messinger vs. Peter ..................... 129 93 Bill to quiet titl_Pleading-Pro confesso decree 

on answer--Unrecorded deed and quit claim 
deed from common gcantor--Void assessment 
of tax-Deed under void tax levy ............ 34,141 

1888 Newaygo ...... Michigan Dairy Co. vs. McKinlay ........ 70 574 Alternate assessment ......................... 11 



11101 Chippewa ...... !lflrhhcan Lake SUperior Wat ... l'ower Co. 
.... Atwood ........................... 126 

B ...... a....... MlchlKan Land. ete. CO. VI. L'ADlMI Twp.. 83 

18K7 1'Iarqu"tte. 

1003 Wayne .. 

1\lIrhlgan Land, ete. CO. VI. Republic Twp. 65 

!lUrhhran !llutual Llr" Inourance CO. VI. 
D"tr"ll Common Counctl. . . . . . . . . . . . .. 133 

1001 Wayn .... 1'IIchiKan 1\Iutual Lit" IlIA. CO. VI. Harta.. 129 

1004 

18115 

11172 
11173 
111:l3 
1~711 
ll1iN 
111\14 

11175 
11199 
11195 
10011 

1906 

1848 
1893 
ll!llll 

11179 
1897 
11190 

·II1N6 
1904 
lliM4 
1900 
1Il00 

1906 

1907 

Calhoun. l'flchhran !lanltarlum and Benevolent 
A""lCiation vo. City or BatUe Crook, ... ' 138 

\l'ayne. . . . . . .. 1\Uchlgan Saving. Bank va. Detroit. . . . . .. 107 

:; rJl~~d· .. ,'. ~ : : : 
Midland ...... . 
1\lIrtland. 
Midland .. 
Ingham. 

Cllnt.,n .. . 
Kalkaska ..... . 
Mackinac ..... . 
Arcnac ....... . 

*:-'Urhhran State Bank VO. HastlnKo ...... . 
1'1ldl&nd Co. I'!up ..... Auditor General .... . 
.~1()()r8 VII. Harrimn . .... " ............. . 
Midland Sehonl District ................ . 
Midland vo. Roscommon .............. .. 
1\llliard va. Tnu",. . . . . ............... . 

Miller v •. Aldrich. . . ................. . 
MIII .. r vo. Brown ....................... . 
1\lIlIer VI. Davis ....................... . 
1\llIIer VI. Meilstrup .............. : ....... . 

Walker ..... . 
27 Mich .. . 

224 " 
40 
39 ". 
99 

31 
122 
106 
144 

Gladwin....... Miller '·s. Ste!lle.... .................... 146 

Washtena.... . .. -:-'llIIerd VI. Reevel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
Wayne.. .... .. *,:\Iill ..... City or D .. trolt......... ....... 95 
Ogemaw. . . . . .. Mill. vo. Richland Twp.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72 

St. Clair....... Mill. vo. Van Camp ..................... . 
Marquette ..... Mitchell v •. Negaunee .................. . 
Clinton. . . . . . .. Mo",,,, VB. HaU ......................... . 
Mandamus. . .. Moiles Vs. Watson ...................... . 

'Montcalm::::: ~~~~:~~SG~~~~.~~.~~r.a.l: '.:::: :'::::: 
Montmorency.. -Montmorency CO. VI. Putnam .......... . 
Cheboygan ...... Montmorency CO. VB. WUtse ... .' ........ . 

41 
113 
83 
60 

136 
54 

122 
125 

}.Iontmorency, . Montmorency CO, VS, Putnam et al ... , . .. 144 

Mandamus .... Montpelier SavingllBank vs. Quinn, Treas. 149 

651 

700 

Taxatlon-SJlt'<'lal ao ..... ment...-«lllection-D!. 
tJ'Mlt-R"pltwln. 

Hlllbway tal< ... 

628 Rt'l'Ord-Pn-tntmpUon or regularity-Highway 
tax-Notic~ or proWSt ................... . 

408 Taxation or reserve fund of lire In""ranee com-
panlt'llt---..~('IIC. 4003 C. L. eonst,ruoo .......... . 

104 Taxation of lrumran .... companl_Flndin", or 
cnmmt~~ioner conrlu,.lv&-Advao("tl! premJurna 
a Iiahlllt.y-Rec. 4006 C. L. con8trul'<i-<Jon
stltuUona! law 

676 

246 

9 
165 
512 
551 
110 
424 

157 
147 
659 
643 

123 

107 
422 
100 

645 
359 
576 
415 
247 

9 
581 
47 

135 

701 

Corporation. - Taxation - Charitable hospitals 
-Evidence ............................... . 

Board or review-Estoppel-Recovery or tax 
paid under protest ........................ . 

State proPf'rty .............................. . 
T.I'x,," ('har",ed back-Executive discretion ..... . 
Dmin taxes ...... ' ................... , ...... . 
School tax,,". . . . . . . . . . .............. . 
Taxes for future. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .......... . 
Decre<>--Dollar mark-County treasurer'. report 

to clerk-Tal< record ...................... . 
Assessor's dut.y-Equlty ..................... . 
Lac" of Jurisdiction to enter decree ............ . 

~~:~!'l:,~::I~p-;i?n,:;eo'!.~g~~:r~ft1~Notic.; 
to holder of ·title .................. ' ........ . 

Taxes-Payment to redeem made to holder or 
void deed-Relief granted on answer ........ . 

R"demption .......................... , ..... . 
Publication-Notice ......................... . 
Record of tax levy-Certificate of board or re-

view-Township taxes-Highway tax-Vol
untary paymentr-Suit to recovel'-Record_ 
Evidence of official action-Presumption or 
regularity. . . . . . . ................ . 

Levy and sale. . . . . . ............... . 
MuniCipal t .. xation .......................... . 
Warrantr-Collector's liability ................ . 
School taxes ................................ . 
Sec. 71 tax law-Redemption of State tax land 
Assessment of forest products ................ . 
Liability of sureties, ......................... . 
County treasurel'-Actlon on bondr-Defenselt-

Change of venue ...................... , ... . 
Verdictr-Weight of evidence-Motion for new 

trial ...................... , ............. .. 
Taxes-Assessment to pay judgment-Irrl'8U-

larlty of assessment ....................... . 

47 
36 

36,lI3 

9 

11 

7 

30,53 
7 

95 
· ........ ·36 

M 

67,70,139 
24,73 

1311 
53 

140 

141 
74 
66 

M,30,36, 
53,99 

47 
107 
47 
36 

79,81,82 
15 
43 

93 

53 



Year. Oounty. Title. Volume. 

1900 Ontonagon .... Moore vs. Auditor General ............... 122 Mich ... 

1894 Wayne ........ Moore vs. Detroit ....................... 103 
1923 Midland ....... .Moore vs. Harrison ...... , ........ : ..... 224 
1896 Ingbam ........ Moore vs. McIntyre ....... , ............. 110 
1860 Wayne ....... , .Moore vs. Mandiebaum .. : ............. 8 
1902 Allegan ........ Moore vs. Pear ......................... 129 

1884 Macomb ....... "Moran vs. Lezotte ..................... 54 
1895 Oharlevolx ..... Moret vs. Mason ....................... 106 

1899 Gd. Traiverse ... Morgan vs. Tweddie .................... 119 
1910 Delta .......... Morrison vs. Sener ...................... 164 
1906 Montmorency .. Morse vs. Auditor General. .............. 143 

1874 Macomb ....... Moser vs. White ........................ 29 .. 
1880 Sanilac ........ Mo.s ~s. Oummings ...................... 44 

1869 Wayne ..... : .. Motz V8. Detroit ............. ' ........... 18 
1860 St. Joseph ....• "Mowrey'Vs. Vandling ................... 9 
1897 Kalkaska ...... Mulrbead vs. Bergland .................. 111 
1897 Kalkaska ...... Mulrbead vs. Sands ..... ; ............•.. 111 
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504 Local Improvements ............ , ............ . 

II 
37 

73,142 
36 





Year 

1917 
1896 
1888 
1906 

1892 

1917 
1892 
1895 
1915 

iS7if 
-""1ll04 

1904 

1904 
1900 
1872 
1875 
1869 
1869 

1884 
1885 
1857 
18118 

County. Title. 

Ken·t.......... *Rodenhouse VB. DeGoJla ............... . 
Newaygo...... Roedel vs. White Cloud Village .......... . 
AOakllega"nDd............... Rogers vs. White ...................... . 

h Root, Admrx. vs. Beymer et aI .......... . 

Midland. . . . . .. Roscommon vs. Midland Supervisors ..... . 

Wayne ........ "Ross VS. Stoll ......................... . 
Ontonagon. . . .. ROHRman VB. Adams .................... . 
Wayne........ Rot.hschild VS. Be!!'ole .................. . 
Ontonagon .... , Rousseau VS. Rllhinlem1. ............... . 
Wayne. . . . . . .. Rowiand VB. Doty ..................... . 
Manistee. . . . .. Ruggles YO. Sands ...................... . 
Gratiot..... . .. Rumsey vs. Auditor General. .......... ' .. 
Gratiot..... . .. RUllUley vs. Griffin et aJ. ............... . 

Gratiot. . . . . . .. Rumsey vs. Griffin et aJ. ............... . 
Gratiot. . . . . . .. RUBBell vs. Chittenden .................. . 
Bay. . . . . . . . . .. RpBseil vs. Miller ...................... . 
Lenawee.. . .... "Russell vs. Myers ..................... . 
Chippewa...... .Ryan vs. Brown ....................... . 
Muskegon..... .Ryerson VB. Eldred .................... . 

Muskegon. . . .. Ryerson VB. L",,:eton ................... . 
Muskegon..... Ryerson vs. Muskegon .................. . 
St. Clair ...... , Safford VB. Basto ...................... . 
Ogemaw. . . . . .. Sage VB. Auditor General. .............. . 

Volume. 

198 Mlch ... 
108 « 
68 

146 

49 

199 
91 

105 
186 .. 

Har'n ... 
40 Mich ... 

138 « 
138 

138 
123 
26 
32 
18 
18 

52 
67 
4 

72 

1889 Ogemaw ....... Sage VS. Burlingame...................... 74 

1903 Cheboygan. . ... Salton.tall VS. Board of Review.. . . . . .. . .. 132 
1908 Houghton...... Sanborn, O. F. Co. VB. Alston........ .. .. 153 

1913 ·Ontonagon ..... Sanborn, O. F. Co. VB. Richter .......... 176 
1879 Manistee...... SandB VB. Davis........................ 40 

. 1.885 Marquette..... Sawyer-Goodman CO. VB. Crystal Falls.... 56 

Sayers vs. AuditOr General. .. . . . . . . . . . . .. 124 

'11100 .Tuscola. .... . .. Sayers vs. O'Connor ..... , . • . . . . . . . . . . . .. 124 

m06 Sanilac. . . . . . .. Schaaf et al. vs. Audl.tor General et al.. . .. 146 

lA~8 
111117 r.;:~:ii ~::.: : :: ~~~gl~~ ~~. ~:~~r,w E.iate·. '. : : : : : : : : : : : : : 70 

65 

Page. 

402 
606 

10 
692 

454 

661 
69 

388 
653 

3 
559 
466 
413 

415 
546 

1 
522 
196 

12 

509 
383 
406 
638 

120 

196 
456 

562 
14 

597 

259 

256 

604 

414 
362 

Subjeet. 

Mortgage tax law-Sec. 4275 C. L. 1915 ....... . 
Payment under protest ...................... . 
Excessive levy .............................. . 
Assignment of tax certiflcate--Ownership of 

refund ................................... . 
Payment of county money to county treasurer, 

payment to.county ........................ . 
Taxation of mortgages-Sec. 4268 0. L; 1915 ... . 
Injunction to restrain waste ................. . 
Lien for taxes .............................. . 
Form of notice--Reconveyance ............... . 
Void tax deed .............................. . 
Possession ofland ........................... . 
Taxes-Right to file bill of review-Petition .. . 
Tax sales-Sale for delinquent drain taxes-

Re-saie--When sales will be set aside ....... . 
When saits will be set aside .................. . 
Tax deeds .................................. . 
Resulting trust ............................. . 
Redemption ................................ . 
Riparian rl/!hts ............................. . 
Writ of asslstance--Tenant cannot buy adverse 

titie .......... '" ........................ . 
Highway tax ................................ . 
Assessment of forest products-Locus ......... . 
Trespass-Possession of lands ................ . 
What supervisor may assess-County tax for 

highways ................................. . 
ABsessment to copartnership by direction of Ita 

agent .................................... . 
Tax law article 14, Section 12, Const. construed .. 

Lo;e~~rt~~~. ~ .p.~r.c~.~~~P~y.~~~.t. ~~ .~~. 
Notice--Rlght of reconveyance ............... . 
Purchase by co-tenant-Who estopped from 

purchasing ............................... . 
Assessment of non-resident and remote wild 

lands-Cash valu&-Hlghway tax ........... . 
Mandamus-Prior decre&-Res judlcata-Tax-

atlon-Tax deed-Sult to vacate ............ . 
Taxatlon-Assessment-Payment of portlon

Liens-Unpaid portlon-Deere&-Oost of ad-
vertising-Compensation of newspaper ...... . 

Taxes-Collateral attack of deere&-Cancen .... 
t.ion by Audltor'General after six months-BIJI 
to restrain eJeetmen t by purchaser of tax deed 

Publication In English language ..... , ......... . 
Proof of publication ............. '.' .......... . 

Sec. 

............ 
53 
39 

87 
· .. · ...... 44 

40 
140,141 

76 
3 

73 

61,37,139 
66,70 

66 
72 
74 

2 

72 
39 
14 

81,127 

36,37,38 

12 
27 

70,140,141 
140,141 

72,104 

24,39 

66 

58,65 

98,143 
66 
66 



111114 Berrien •....... IIchn_lnd va. Nil ...................... 103 301 Limit of munlclr,a1 tall. .. . .................... 107 
11'11<5 108CO .......... II<-hn ... d ........ Mdvor .................... 68 611 SU~lonr·. rllllt to boob and PApen or am ...... 18 
II10f WA)'ne ........ lIclmeider va. CIt,. of Detroit et al ........ 136 670 BU to quiet titl_Ad .. ....., ~on .... aiDn 

city ...................................... 73 
18119 Gratiot ........ II<-bolt. va. Smith ....................... 119 1134 Drain talI_Superv\aora' duty ......••......•• 311 
18112 Kent .......... H .. hool Furniture Co. va. Orand Rap1da .... 92 664 Loeallmpro .... ment-Apportlonment ............ 86.87 
1903 Oakland ....... IIcbulte va. Auditor Oen ..................... 131 676 Tax law-ROOemptlon or delinquent land_ 

Land. oold under voId dec...-Sectlona 68. 

IIeolieid va. Lanalq; ..................... 
611. 138 and 2311 tall law conltruoo ........... 68.139 

lA611 Inllbam ........ . 17 437 

~~~:::.:::::.:.::::::::::::::::::::::: : 36 
18113 Eaton ......... !Ioott v .. Wbelan .......•.....••...•.... 96 624 47 
18115 Wayne ........ Sootten .... DetroIt ...................... 106 664 86 
11119 WaablAlDaw .••. .!!co .. 1lI va. City or Ypollanti ...•..•...... 207 289 ~N,=:,n':=~t8·"·'::::::::::::::::::::: : .... · .... ·36 111119 Kent .......... !IerIbn ........ Orand Rap1da .......•....... 119 1118 
IMJ;II 8aIIInaw ....... s...... .... CottreD ...........•........... 6 251 Paym .. nt or tall on rarest products In tran .. t .... 14 
11103 Dulta .......... 8erner v .. Wildey et al ................... 133 669 Act 107 Public Acts or 181111 con8truoo-Home-

.tead talIlan~Determlnation oromooro that ("l 
land. are worthl __ L1m1tation or action- > Diasontlng o~lnjon: ........................ 127.131 . rn 

1887 Manlotee .••... 8eymour va. PelA!ra ...................... 67 416 A_ment rol -Elltendlng tall .. - Elleeaslve I,1j 
·Ievy-Unverllloo return ..................... 39.66 rn 

1906 Waabtenaw .••. 8haw et al. va. Cit,. or YpaUantl •••.....•. 146 612 I~!~~':, ~r C:~e~~. ~~e.~~~~.t~:-:-. ............ > 1899 Macomb ....... Sbelferly va. Auditor General ............. 120 455 Demand for tall_Premature return- Non- Z 
Sbeldon V8. Marlon ..................... 

enrollment at decree ........................ 67.65.46 ~ 1894 Ooceola ........ 101 256 School tali_Right at reeovert at talIeo paid 
under proteot-Reeord or equa zation-SI~na.-

~ ture at elerk..,..TIm_TowDship and IC 001 
36.63.99 tal<eo .......................... : .......... 

1881 Wayne ........ Sheley V8. Detroit ....................... 45 431 Loeallmprovement8 .......................... 36 ~. 11194 Wayne ........ Sherer VB. Judoon ....................... 100 539 Mortgage under tal< deood ..................... 72 
1887 Manistee ..•..•. ·Sberldan VI. Cameron ............ : •.... 65 680 Statutory lien-Foreclosure ................... 66 0 
1893 Kent .......... Sherlock vs. Stuart ...................... 96 1113 N atore of liquor tal< .......................... 8.9 :0 
1904 Wayne ....•• :. Sherman v •. Flaber ..............•...... 138 391 Foreclosur_Purehase ot tal< title for benellt or .... 

>-3 mortgag_EJectment-LandIQl:d and tenant 71.84 .... 
'1901 Wayne ........ Sberman VI. Spaulding .................. 126 661 Tax .ale--GranOO-Attomment - Action tor I,1j 

rento-Trlal-Direction of verdict ............ 53 rn 
1917 Bay ........... Sberman. P. L. Co. VB. PearD ............. 197 557· Service of notice ............................ 140 
1905 Berrien ........ Sherwood VI. Rynearson et aI .... ' •....... 141 92 Manda~u_ElIercise of discretion In granting 

-DraIDB ...•.................... _._ ......• 36 
1895 Saginaw ....... ShlmmoDS v •. Saginaw .................. 104 511 Loeallmprovement8 ........................... 36 
18112 Iosco .......... Shippy v •. Mason ....................... 90 45 Assessment to pay judgment" ................. 37.107 
.11121 b~~~n.'.':: : :: ·Shupert V •• Ingham County Treasurer .... 214 333 Mortgage tax-Sec. 4269 C. L. ·15 ............. ............ 
'1863 Sibley VI. Smith ........................ 2 486 D:<;:~~~:r-;;J~~~':~:~7:d .. ~~W~ft!r. o~ ~~ 

-Absence ot records .................... , ... 25.72,99 
1880 Huron ......... SUsbee v •. Stoekle ............•..•...... 44 561 Disregard of limitationlt-Title at acto-Equaliz-

ation-Townsblp taxeo-HilJbway tax-As-
M.34.36. s .... ment for agricultural sOC1eti_ElIcesslve 

levy-Highway tax ••........... ; .......... 37.39 
1902 Mecosta ..•.•.. Simon vs. Rood ......................... 129 345 Land 'eontracto-Cbaracter of pos.ession-Pur-

chase to tax title by one In posoess.lon ........ 84 
too .... ... 



year County. Title. Volume. 

1883 '·Huron ........ : Sinclair VS. Learned..................... 51 Mich .. . 

1899 Chippewa. ... .. Sirr. Guardian VB. Miller. . ... . . . . . . . . . . .. 12'1 
1860 Wayne........ Sisters of Charity vs. Detroit. ............. 9 
1884 Macomb .. :. . .. *Skinner VS. Mt. Clemens... . ... . . . . . . . . . 54 
1901 Ionia.......... Sleight VS. Roe........................... 125 

1891 Kent.. . . . . . . .. Sligh va. Grand Rapids.. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 84 
1891 Saginaw....... Smith VS. Abair......................... 87 
1901 Muskegon..... Smith vs. Auditor General............... 125 

1908 Muskegon.. . .. Smith vs. Auditor GeneraL.. . . . . . . . . . . .. 151 
1904 Marquette ..... , Smith eta!. vs. Auditor General et al.... .. 138 

1862 
1862 
1887 
1897 
1897 

Sanilac ....... . 
Sanilac ....... . 
Wayne ....... . 
Livingston .... . 
Lapeer ....... . 

Smith vs. Austin ...•...........•........ 
Smith VS. Austin ...................... .. 
Smith ·vs. Blindbury .................... . 
Smith VS. Board Df Supervisors .......... . 
Smith vs. Carlow ..................... .. 

9 
11 
66 

115 
'114 

1867 Washtenaw~. .. Smith VB. Crittenden.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 •. 

1877 
1874 
1882 
1889 
1913 
1881 
1883 
1897 
1880 
18118 

Saginaw.. . . . .. Smith VB. Fitting ..................... .. 
Wayne ........ ,*Smith VS. Lloyd ...................... . 
Berrien.. . . . . .. *Snyder VB. Hemniingway ............... . 
Iosco.. . . . . . . .. Solomon VB. Oscoda Township ........... . 
Ottawa........ *Soule VB. City of Grand Haven ......... . 
Bay... . . . . . . .. *Sovereign vs. Ortman ................ .. 
Menominee.... *Spaldlng vs. Archibald ................. . 
Bay... . . . . • . .. Spanish River Lumber Co. vs. Bay City •.. 
Shiawassee... .. Sparrow va. Hovey ..................... . 
Monroe........ Spaulding VS. O·Connor ............. ; ... . 

37 
29 
47 
77 

174 
47 
52 

113· 
44 

I19 

1915 ShiawaBBee... .. *Spieglel vs. Barrett...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 189 
1877 St. Clair.. . . . .. Staley vs. Columbus. . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . '36 

1908 ,Iron ........... Stambaugh Township VB. Iron Co. Treas... 153 tgAg WCaalhnoune ............... Stansell VB. American Radiator Co........ 163 
Starr et a!. vs. Shepard et aI. .. .. .. • • • • . .. 145 

1891 
1884 

1870 

Ingham..... . .. .State vs. F. ~ P. M. R. R. Co .......... . 
Marquette. . . .. State Tax Law Cases ............ , ..... : . 

Saginaw. . . . . .. Steckert va. City of East Saginaw ...•..... 

89 
54 

22 

335' 

598 
94 

543 
585 

497 
62 

576 

622 
582 

465 
34 

319 
202 

67 

152 

148 
381 
549 
365 
276 
181 
365 
181 

63 
45 

III 
38 

104 
528 
302 

481 
350 

104 

Subject. 

Equalization-Proc~edings to vacate sale-Bill 
in equity-Effect Of tax sale-Statutory certi-
ficates ................................... . 

~"xc.,~tt!~~~~:·.-.·.':::::::::::::::::::::::::: : 
Non-existent grantee ..... ' ................... . 
Tax deed-Description"-Tenant ill. , common-

Sec. 

39,70.86,99 
69 
.7 
72 

Tax sale-Adverse possessio:o - Limitations--' 
Ejectment-Improvements .................. 25.73.84.104 

Local Improvements .... ' ......... : ........... ' . 36 
Replevin ....................... ;............ 47 
Taxation - Assessment-Description of prop

erty-Certainty of description-Identifica-
tion-Reassessment-Validity .............. . 

Certificate of error ........................... . 
Taxation-Collateral a.ttack of decree-Sale of 

96 
98 

~~~~p{a~f~~~~.t~~~ ~~ :~~~~~ ~~~r. ~~'. } 
Redemption ............................... ' .. 

61.63,70, 
73,98 

74 
74 

3 
37 

Redemption .............. : .......... ',' ..... . 
Duty of life tenant .......................... . 
Drain taxes ................................ . 
Review-Estoppel-Drain tax_Hearing on 

petition .................................. . 
Duty of supervisor--Township clerk's certificate 
'-Time ................................... . 

Omission to record deed-Purchase by mortgagor. 
Evident blunder ........................... ' .. 
Proof' of publication ......................... . 
Omission from assessment .................... . 
Value of property-Special assessments ... ; .... . 
Standing timber ............................ . 
Standing timber ............................ . 
Assessment of forest products ................ . 
Claim of title under tax .deed ................. . 
Proof of publication-Question foreclosed by 

decree-Filing and entry of decree-Power to 

30,66.37' 

36.99 
72 
99 
66 
24 

........ · .. 2 
2 

14 
77 

D::s.~nt~::~: .' : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : :: .... ~~:~: : :? 
Payment of taxes with worthiess highway orders 

-Tax roll-Execution ..................... . 
Collection of taxes by Township Treasurer ..... . 

gft~ t~~ ~:re~~~Uiiy'::':sUit by'stoCkhoiciers oil 
behalf of corporation ...................... '. 

Limitation ................................. . 
Petition - Form - Hearing - Constitutional 

objections ................................ . 
Local Improvements ......................... . 

46,47 
46 
72 

47 
86 

66 
36 

~ .... .... 



11<62 
11177 
1872 
11<76 
11<111 
18~6 
11179 

1885 
111111 
11145 
100:.1 

1880 
187<& 
11109 
1~1!3 
18119 
'1897 

1915 
1003 

1915 

1893 

11195 
18811 

1894 

1007 
1844 
1882 
1005 

1914 
11107 
18110 
1009 
1889 
1002 

S","naw. .. . . .. .Steph ..... n VI. Little .................. . 
Calhoun. . • • . .. Steteon va. Calhoun CounU' Superviaora. .• 
Bay ........ : .. .~tev""""n va. Bay City ................ . 
Ionia.......... ·8tewart VI. Weloon .................... . 
Kalamaaoo..... ·~tilson VI. Gibbs ...................... . 
Kent.. . . . . • . .. Stockham vo. Cheney .................. . 
Huron ......... Stockle VI. 1!1lsbee .•••••••••..••.•••.••• 

Bay ........... Stoddard VI. ~tt ......•.......••... 
Ottawa ........ Soory '" Clark Piano Co. VI. Bllder1nk •.... 
Lenawee ....... SOOUtV8. Key ............................ 
WIOYD8 ........ Stroh VB. City of Detroit ................. 

Tu"""la ........ Strohauer VI. Voltz ..................... 
Kalamazoo ...•• Stuart VI. School District ................ 
Oakland ....... Stumpf VI. soorz ........................ 
St. Joseph •...• StUrgIS Village VB. Flanders .............. 
Antrim ........ St. John VB. Antrim Iron 00 .............. 
Clinton ........ St.Johna National Bank va. Bingham Twp. 

Wayne ........ 
Marquette ..... 

St. Joseph'. Church VI. City of Detroit .... 
St. Mary'o Power CO. VB. Chandler-Dunbar 

Water Power Co ...................... 

Gogebic •...... Sunday Lake Iron 00. VI. Township of 
Wakefield ............................ 

Dickinson ...... Supervisors VI. Warren .................. 

Ionia .......... Tanner vs. Page ........................ 
Oakland ....... Taylor vo. Avon Township ............... 

Saginaw ....... "Taylor vs. Deveatu: ..................... 

Kalkaska ...... Taylor VB. Renlger ...................... 
Calboun ....... Taylor VI. Snyder ....................... 
Cheboygan ..... Taylor VB. Youngs.: .................... 
Wayne ........ Teagan Transportation Co. va. Board of 

Assessors .........•.......•.......... 

Baraga ........ Teal Lake Iron M1nIng Co. vo. OIds ...... 
MackinaC ...... Temple VO. PresOOn ......•.......•...... 
Kent ........... Thayer va. Grand Rapids ................ 
Muskegon ..... "Thayer Lumber CO. VB. City of MUskegon 
Newaygo ...... Thayer Lumber CO. VB. Dean ........•... 
Kalkaska ...... Thayer Lumber CO. VI. Tp. of Springwello 

10 
36 
26 
aa 
46 
62 
41 

58 .. 1811 
:.I Doug.:: 

131 Mich .•• 

42 
30 

156 
117 

122 
113 

189 • 
133 

186 
98 

106 
73 

100 

147 
Walker ... : : 
48Mich ... 

139 

178 
150 .. 

82 
157. 
73 

131 

433 
9 

44 
511 

215 
10 

615 

1142 
123 
184 
1011 

444 
611 

228 
546 
68 

203 

408 

47Cl 

626 
144 

155 
604 

1181 

99 
4110 
268 

335 
486 
298 
424 
463 

12 

Fraudulent admixture of 1o" •...•............•. 

fi'a~mi~~~L~Z:::!~ 'of omCiai ·liOnd.:: 
Exemption .......................•........•. 
Exemption ................................. . 
Tax lien .........................•........•• 
Irregularltl ... not reviewable unleoo 1nJur10~ 

School tax_De facoo collecoor--Tax deed 

~'::"'~.~~~~. ~~~.~.~~ ~~.~ :-:-. ~~~ :-:-. 
Certificate of 881_AssIgnment ............... . 
Board of Review ... " ...................... .. 

~~~:-~l:.:::~~ c:fa~~ ~efo.:eIg,i· 00 • .' 
l'.~~~~,:;;-~~~~~~ .~~~~~~~~. ~~. ~ .. 

Consideration for deed-Proof ot . ............ _ 
School tax ................................... . 
Taxation of mortgages ...................... .. 
Sult for tax ............................... : ... 
Action for trespass .......................... . 
Tax lien on bank stock-Collection at tax on 

SOOCk from bank .......................... . 
Exemption of church property ................. . 

Tax lawo reviewed-Sections 115 and 116 tax 
law at 1885 construed-Repealing acts con
strued-Adverse posseasion under tax deed .. 

Recovery of taxes paid under protest .......... . 
Current expenses. etc., of county to be raised by 

taxation ................................. . 
Payment of taxes by tl'\Jl!lae .................. . 
Drain tax_Action to recover drain taxes pald 

J~:;~~tro"g~Jighi; to' defend 'agatDSt 'tax deed' 
-Legislative intent ....................... . 

Purchase by one claiming interest in original title 
Fraudulent purchase at tax sale ............... . 
Assessment of land-L9cns ................... . 

Taxes--Taxation at property at corporatio~. 
N ~::~ ~~~~,:,:~~.-:-:~~~~~I~~~i~~.:: : : : : : : : : : : : : 
Entry 01 decr_Treasurer's report of sale ..... . 
Local Improvements ........................ .. 
Special assessments .•........................ 

~i'f~~~ . i':bor . tax:.:ispeci"i highway money 'tax' 
~Necessity of tax-Sections 4615-17n O. 
L. 'IS· construed-Right to levy tax not 
submitted at township meeting ...•...•.•...• 

113 
90 

43,93 
II 
9 

40 

M.T,S6, 
46.72,99 

.71 
29 
7:.1 

2.8,11,19 
140 
36 

8 
47 

113 

40,46 
7 

73 

53 

37 
44 

37,53 

66,72 
72 
70 

3 

11 
140 

67,70 
36 

.. · .... · .. 47 

39 
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C1l 
t."1 
C1l 

;.. 
Z 
t:I 

~ := 
0 
ll:I ... 
Ioi ... 
t."1 
C1l 
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Year. County. Title. Volume. Page. Subject. Sec. 

1876 St. Clair ....... Thomas :vs. Gain ...................... : 35 Mich ... 155 Unequal valuation-Review - Local improve-

Thomas vs. Judge Kent CircUit .... , ...... 
ments .................................... 30,36 

1898 Kent .......... 116 106 Manner of submitting vote for taxes ........... 37 
1889 Gogebic ....... . Thomas vs. Auditor General. ............ 120 525 Taxes set aside .............................. 66 
1898 Kent .......... Thomas vs. Walker Twp. Board .......... 116 fi97 Drain taxes ................................. 37 
1897 Wayne ........ Thompson vs. Detroit ..........•........ 114 502 Local improvements-Taxes paid under protest. 36,53 
1895 Huron ......... Thompson VB. Noble .................... 108 26 Liability for taxes ............................ 6 
1899 MusKegon ..... Thorkildsen vs. Carpenter ............... 120 419 Responsibility of vendor ...................... 82 
11105 Wayne ......... Thrall, Admr., vs. Guiney et al. .......... 141 392 Taxes-Double taxation-Taxation shares of 

foreign corporations hONing property In State, 

325 
Sec. 4002 C. L. construed .................. : ..... '37;i39 1892 Ionia ...... , ... Tile Co. vs. SnydeJ." ..................... 93 Drain taxes--Interest on under 885 drain law ... 

1893 Saginaw ....... Tillotson VB. Circuit Judge ................ 97 585 Recovery for improvements-Statutes of limit-
ation ...................................... 104 

ga 1893 Saginaw ....... Tillotson vs. Webber .................... 96 144 Assessment must be legal in all thing_Voting 
taxes--Authority of township board-Desig-
nation of tax-Excessive levy-Action of Z 

1892 Mand. Monroe. 
ejectment ................................. M,36,a9,86 ~. Tinsman vs. Monroe Supervisors .......... 90 382 Drain taxes ................................. 37 

1889 Kent .......... Tompkins VB. Johnson ................... 75 181 St!'tut!'ry certiftcates:-Oollateral attack - Show- ~ 
1876 

lng m returns . ......... " .............. ", .... 30,55 
Van Buren ..... Tolles .VB. Duncombe .................... 34 101 Tax title prima facie paramount ............... 72 

~ 1906 Clinton ........ Toolan vs. Longyeare.t al. ............... 144 55 Taxes--Oonstitution-Title conveyed by State 
under Sec. 72 of. the tax law ................. 72,84 > 1892 Alpena .. · ...... 'Tousey vs. Post ........................ 91 " 631 Replevin ..................................... 47 ~ 1877 Monroe ........ *Towle vs. Wright ...... ; ............... 37 " 93 Statutes of limitation-Construction ........... 73 

1891 Manistee ...... Townsend vs. Manistee ... , .............. 88 408 Local improvements .......................... 36 t' 1922 Isabella ........ Township of Coe VS. District No.3 ... : ... 221 35 Payment under protest ....................... 53 
~ 1903 Van Buren ..... Township of Decatur VS. Copley .......... 133 546 Tax law-Section 4043 C. L. construed-Ex-

clusive right of township treasurer to institute 

1913 
suit for taxes: ............................. 47 

Arenac ........ Township of Deep River vs. Van Antwerp 174 19 Delinquent returns ............. '.' ............ 55 
1915 Bay ........... Township of Hampton VB. Wesplnter ...... 185 29 Board of Review ............................. 30 1921 Kent .......... *Township of Lowell vs. Patterson ........ 214 528 Drain taxes ................................. 
1907 Bay ............ Township of Portsmouth VB. Oranage ....... 148 230 Property of corporation_Vessel property ...... ........ "ii 
1869 St. Clair ....... Travers VS. Inslee .. ; .................... 19 .. 98 Replevin ..................................... 47 
1905 Leelanau ...•... Traverse Beach Association vs. Elmwood e2 78 }Taxes-payment under protest--Void tax ...... { 30' 

1869 
Township .......................... : . 142 297 53 

Bay ........... Tremble vs. Crowell ..................... 17 493 State alone can authorize taxes-Local customs. 'M 
1875 Saginaw .. ,.' ... Trevidick vs. Mumford .................. 31 466· Proof of consideration for deed ................ 140 
1912 Wayne::::::: : Triangle Land 00. VB. Auditor General. ... 172 289 Writ of prohibition ........................... 98 
1919 Triangle Land CO. VB. City of Detroit ..... 204 442 Exemption-Board of Review-Notice ......... 7,30,140 
1909 Lake .......... ;;~~~f~ev~.afI~~~~~·. ~~~~::::::::::: 155 463 ~~~etl.:.'~~~~t8 .. oi '1889' and ·is9s·construeit:..:..· 

............ 
1902 Bay ........... 131 12 

~~~11i~¥i~:Vi~~ c~~~:-.I'J'e"~:c~~: fur ~~~~ 
larities--Equity ........................... 70,139 

1912 Ottawa ........ *Troost vs. Fellows ..................... 169 66 Drain taxes .................................. ............ 



111114 
1111111 
1001 

111"11 
1"116 
18113 

11110 
11161 

111113 
11121 

11112 

1912 

1916 

1877 

1818 
IM!!2 
IM!!1 
111113 

1913 
1877 
11102 

1904 

1905 

1911 
18M3 
1898 
IM98 
1900 
1877 
1895 
18116 

Wayne ........ T",whrlelRe vo. DO'trolt ................ 00 
I'rboolcral't ..... Turk .... va. Van Winkle et aI. .. ..... . ... 142 
Wayne.. . . . . .. Tull ... '·a. City of Detroit.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 126 

AIJK"IIa ........ Turnhull '·R. AI""na Twp....... .... ...... 74 
Wayne. . . . . . .. Turn .. r VR. Detroit. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 104 
M oak"lfon. . . . Turner va. Clrcult JUdi", . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 116 

Calhoun. . . . . .. Tuthlll VA. Kata. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 163 
St. J..-pb.... Twecc\ Va. Metcalf. ................ 4 

preoque Jole. ... Union Srhool Dlotrlct VO. Parrlo.. . . . . . . . . 117 
"l'non !ltoom Pump Salee Co. VB. Secre-

Wayne 

Wayne ....... . 

Wayne. 

OIlCeDIa '" 

Van Buren .... . 
Bay .......... . 
Inllbam ....... . 
Wayne ....... . 

tal')' of State. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 216 

Union Tru.t CO. VI. Common Council City 
or Opt-roll ........................... . 

Unlem Tnl8t CO. Va. Electric Park Amuse-
ment Co ............................ . 

UniWd Stat.,.. Radiator Corporation vs. 
('ounl.y or Wayne .................... . 

Uptou VB. Kennedy .................... . 

Van Auken vs. Monroe ................. . 
VaD Den Brooks vs. Correon ............ . 
.Vandoozer VB. Dayton . ................ . 
,ran H\l.8eo VS. Heames .. ............... . 

170 

168 

J!l2 
36 

38 
48 
45 
96 

OUawa ........ Van Zanten YO. City nf Grand Haven..... 174 
Kent .......... Vaugbn vs. Nlms....................... 36 
Berrien.. . . . . .. Vllttllrly vo. McNeal. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. 129 

WaahteJiaw.. .. ViUBlle of Chelsea VI. Holmes et aI.. . . . . .. 137 

Wayne ........ VIlIBlle of Wayne VB. Goldsmith.......... 141 

Mackinac .... " Vincent vo. Evans ........ ; . . . . . . . . . . . .. 165 
St. Olalr .... '" Vlncpnt vs. Moore... . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . 61 
Ottawa.. . . . . .. Vlsscber vs. Ottawa O. J.. . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. 116 
Bay ........... Vliet vs. Hoffman ....................... 117 
Wayne.. . . . . .. Voight vs. Detroit.. .• . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 123 
Kalamazoo..... "Wagar VS. Stone.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36 
Osceola .. '.' .•... Wagar vs. Bowley. . . . . . • . .•. . . . . . . . •. .. 104 
Tuscola .. ,..... "Wait V8. Baldwin...................... 60 

443 
210 
605 

621 
326 

1 

618 
519 

603 

261 

692 

574 

440 
215 

725 
283 
247 
504 

282 
2117 
507 

195 

528 

695 
618 
666 
255 
547 
364 

38 
622. 

Loc-.al 1m pmvemen to . . . .. ............ ... . 
Tax_Not.lre by pun-haser 10 owner of t\tJe. 
Public ImprovemenlAO-!!ale for ..-ment--

Action to let ... Iele .................. . 
Dblhway tax-What receivable for tax ... . 
LO(,81 Improvemonts ......................... . 
Requirement of Iworn ltatement of taxable 

pruperty... . . . . . . . .. . ................... . 
Notlre .. .................................... . 
Occupancy-"-ment roll -- Oertlflcale of 

~~~~~}I~~;';~v~,!.!z~I~:;;,A:'~.:'e~~~~ t~ 
vJsor's w8.ITant--No levy for non-resl~nt 
tax-Statement of moneys rerelved by col
locto~Rlght to acquire title under tall 1B1e
R ............ ment--Verlflcatlon of atatemeht of 
moneys collected ......................... .. 

Duty of mpervlaor aa to ochool tall ............ . 

Mandamwt-Corporatlon tax_Act 84 P. A. 
1921. ...................•................ 

Taxation of mortllBII_Sec. 4268 C. L. 16 .•.. 

Payment of taxes by mortgBlle ............... . 

Credits .................................... . 
Township taxes-Unverl6ed return-Failure 

to direct levy-Absonce of ftles or record .... . 
EJectment ........................ ; ........ . 
Recovery for Improvements .................. . 
Tenancy ................................... . 

C~~~i~'!:l~M!re o~ ~;.u~:r.}~?~tep~~;:~~t 
taxes."., .. , ... , .. , .. , ..... , ............ . 

Board of review-Special assessments .... : .... . 
Payment by mortgagee ...................... . 
Tresp .... - Quaere clausum - Possession -

Instructlons--Title under void deed-Certl-
ficate of error ............................ .. 

OI~li:2 :~~ 27!I~a~~~';:'~~e~~ .. ~.~~~~~'. 
Cities and vlllag_Suit for tax_Authority 

of treasurer to institute suit--Practice ... . 
Evidence of title-Validity of tax deed ........ . 
Redemption by mortgagee ................... . 
Publication In the English langualle ............ . 
Proof of publication-County clerk's ftles ...... . 
Local Improvements ... , ..................... . 
M ortllage no title ........................... . 
Bill to quiet title ............................ . 
Redemption ................................ . 

36 
140 

911 
36.44 

36 

18 
140 

3.31,34, 
1I7 •4:l. 47 , 

65,77,116,99 

36 

8 

72 

8 

36,30,55,09 
86 

104 
3 

135 
30 
53 

73,98,113 

72:71i:8'i,i42,;, 
74 
66 
66 
36 

3 
72 
74 



Year. 

1900 

1899 
1868 
1896 

1879 
1898 
1904 

1904 

1904 
1900 
1915 
1867 
1883 
1889 
1895 
1878 
1882 

1881 
1906 
1897 
1902 

1874 
1898 
1876 

1894 
1894 
1879 

1894 

1893 
1899 
1899 
1920 
111011 
1868 
1886 
18119 

County. Title. Volume. 

Clare .......... Wait VB. Gardiner....................... 123 Mich .. . 

Osceola .•.....• Wait VS. McMillan...................... 121 
Wayne ........ Walcott vs. PeoplE....................... 17. 
Muskegon ..... Waldron vs. Auditor General............. 109 

w~~:aw:::: ~~~o:,.vl':'fr~~::::::::::::::::::: 1tg 
Wayne ......... Walker, Trustee, vs. City of Detroit....... 138 

Wayne ........ WalKer. Admr .• vs. City of Detroit et al... 138 

Wayne ....... . 
Kent ........ .. 
Jackson ...... .. 
Jackson ....... . 
Monroe ....... . 
St. Clair ...... . 
St. Clair ...... . 
St. Clair ...... . 
Genesee ...... . 
Wayne ....... . 
Marq.uette ..•.. 
Antnm ....... . 
Clinton ....... . 
Montmorency . 

Ottawa ....... . 
Wayne ....... . 
Saginaw ...... . 

Monroe ....... . 
Wayne ....... . 
Lapeer ....... . 

Bay .......... . 

Roscommon ... . 
Wayne ....... . 
Wayne ....... . 
Kent ......... . 
Wayne ....... . 
Wayne ....... . 
Mason ........ . 
Man. Mecosta .. 

WalKer, Trustee, vs. City of Detroit, et al. 
Walker vs. Thomas ......•.•............ 

~'!i'i~:: T~!i~~~ .~~ ~r~~~~~:: : : : : : : : : 
Wallace vs. Sorter .............•...•.... 

;:~~ ~:; ff'8iair c.T.'.::::::::::::::: 
.Walsh vs. Varney ..................... . 
Walton VB. Bagley ...•.................. 
.Walton vs. Torrey .................... . 
• Ward vs. Carp River Iron Co ........... . 
Ward et al. vs. Echo Township ......•.... 
Ward VB. Nestell ....................... . 
Warren, County Trea&. vs. Auditor General 

Warren vs. Grand Haven ...•............ 
Water Commissioners vs. Auditor General 
Water Commissioners vs. E. Saginaw 

w~t':,~g~~a~~n~~: Frenchtown:::.:::::: 
Watkins vs. Green ..................... . 
Wattles va. Lapeer ..................... . 

Watts va. Bublitz ....................... . 

;:~:c~o~t~i~~~~S. ~.~'.~s: ~~.p.e:~~r~: 
WeadOCK vs. Noeker .................. .. 
Webb Academy vs. City of Grand Rapida .. 
.Weber va. City Of Detroit .............. . 
• Weber VB. Henry ..................... . 
.Webber VB. F. & P. M. Boom Co ......... . 
Webster va. Auditor General. ...•........ 

136 
123 
184 

16 
52 
74 

107 
38 
47 .. 

Harrington 
47 Mich ... 

145 " 
ll3 ", 
131 " 

30 
ll5 

33 
98 

101 
40 

99 

97 
119 
119 
209 
158 

16 
62 

121 

Page. 

236 

95 
68 

231 

668 
251 
538 

639 

6 
290 
520 
228 
159 
350 

26 
73 

385 
259 

65 
56 

1R5 
263 

24 
546 

164 
431 
493 
624 

586 

630 
630 
626 
523, 
149 
3119 
626 
668 

Subject. 

Annual tax aale--County treasurer and deputy 
cannot purchase .......................... . 

Premature decree ........................... . 
Tax on business or occupation ................ . 
Form of order of hearing-Designation of paper 

-Hearing on petition-Action to set aside 
decree ................................... . 

Equity .................................. ; .• 

¥~~~~g~~1~: 'by" receiver' of . iax~in: 
consistent relief asked in bill -Sec. 170, De-
troit city charter construed ................. . 

Cities and villages---Assessment according to 
area and beneftts-Service of netice ......... . 

Taxes-Absence of certificate from roll ........ . 

f~~ra~elassiis"menis·.: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : :: : : : : : : 
Tax roll~Warran_Supervlsor's liability .•.... 
Drain taxes ..........•...................... 
Unlawful exemption ......................... . 
Hearing on petition-Practice ................ . 
Purchaser at judicial sale--Ejectment ...•...... 
Payment by mortgagee ................... ' ... . 

~:..~~::-:-~~~~.~~:::::::::::::::::::::::::: : 
Taxes---Assessing reserved interest in real estate 
Purchase by joint tenant ...................... . 
Mandamus-Conclusiveness of decree where 

court has Jurisdiction-Tax law ............. . 
Local improvements ......................... . 
Exemption of lands of board ................. . 

Municipal taxes ............................. . 
Taxation of pipes of water company ........... . 
Life tenant ................................. . 
Assessment at cash value--Voluntary' payment 
-Esto'ppel~Limit of municipal tax ......... . 

Designation of paper--Notice of hearing-Affi
davit of publication-Jurisdiction - Void tax 
deed_Attack ............................ . 

Assessment to pay bonds ............•...•.... 
Payment by mortgagee ...........••.....•.... 
Payment by mortgagee ....................•.• 
Exemptions ...... '.' ........•...... " ..•...... 
Special assessments ...............•.......... 
Release of levy ............................. . 
Riparian rights ............. " .............•.. 
Interest and expenses ......................... . 

Sec. 

70.72 
139 
24 

62.63.66,70 
98 
36 

. . . . . .. ~ ..... 

.......... oil' 

...... '42:99 
37,39 

24 
66 

72,86 
53 
72 

70,115 
19 
72 

87 
36 

7 

107 
8 
3 

27,46,107 

36,72 
39 
46 
46 

7 
......... '47 

2 
59 

... ... 
GO 



11193 OratJnt ........ ·W .. bIot .... va. P .... t ......... 97 326 What oonotltu_ ....... te ...................... 44,70 
18\19 Wellford, ...... Webe_ .... Wheel .......... : : : : : : : : : : : : : 119 601 ROC'Overy of tas .. wrongfully paid oounty trou-

u ...... hy clt.y ......... urer ........................ 1M 
1874 Berrlf'O ........ Welm .... Y •• BunbUl')' .................... 30 201 SuPt'rvlaol'1l' warr .. ntr-Collect.or'. lIabillty ....•. , M 
I liMO Cllnt.on ........ WPlm6r ... Porter ...................... U 669 R......,v8l')' for Irnprovementa ................... " 1906 ............... Welev ... va. AudllAll' Oeneral ............. 1" 311 T .. x.........c ...... lftcate of oounty tl'888U1'el' .... to .... 

Wellnr .... Wb .... l""k ......... ' ............ 
IIpn_Settlnll .... hle ... Ie .................... 118,1315 

1\108 0""_ ....... 1M 69R ~:7~~~r~ot~~~E'e~~~~t'l':diiOr' . oeri: 1.0 
18116 B .. y ........... W_brook YI. Mill ....................... 66 1-&8 

eraI'. deed ................................ 72 
-1887 Bay ........... Westbrook VI. Mm ............ ,., ... , .... 64 129 R......,rd of equ .. lIzation-Effect of tall .... e .. , .... 84,43,86 
ifill" Luce .......... W ... t.on VI. Luce County ................. 102 628 X~~~g .. :;;:,~R;,Vi.;,;.·.:..:.· Srope'':'':'' si.&i&-· 158 
1Il00 AltI ..... ·.···· .. Weston Lumbtr Co. va. Munblnl T ... p .... 123 138 

menta In brlef-Taxation - Town board -
Autborlty to levy-Purpoeo - Presumption 
of paymen_Support of poor ............... 37 

1890 Kent .......... Weston .... Monroe ..................•.. 84 341 Rooord of equ .. lIzation-A_ment and ta" roll 34,.8 n 18119 Newayllo., .... West Mlchillan Lumber 00 ..... Dean •.... 73 459 Replevin-Supervisor'. warrant ............... 47,99 ~ 1880 Marquette ..... ·Wetmore va. Newool"Ker ................ 44 362 Redemption ................................. 74 rn 
1\104 Brancb ........ Wheeler et .. I. VB. Board of Oontrol of the l".I State Public School. .................. 137 201 Constitution-Right t.o aue Sta~ontracts .... .. "6 rn 
18815 Mammb ....... Wheeler VI. H .. theway ................... 68 77 rno~~~~Jo":~fe~~~to~~I: : '.:: : : : : : : : : : : : 11173 SaRin ............ ~rl~: ~~. ~~~~f ~~. ~~I~:::: 26 342 M ~ 1883 Lenaweo ...... . 60 86 Ta" proceedingl not reviewable on certiorarI. ... 31 Z 1911 MI888Ukee ..... White ... Dunsmore .................... 167 642 N otlc&-Reconvey$nC&-Treop ................... 1.0,141,142 Cl 1880 8B1rtna .......... White VI. East Sa.gIn .. w ................. 43 667 Collection by aherlff .......................... 151 
18116 M...-ta ....... White VI. Millbrook .......... , ..... , .... 60 632 Voluntary payment - Protest - Recovery -

~ N on-prejudJclal irregularities .•.............. 68,99 
1887 Sagln ............ White VI. SagIna ......................... 67 33 Special ..... ll88men_Dlocrlmlnation between c= 

property .................................. 36 o,J 
1\107 Marquette ..... WhIte n. Shaw ..................... ' .... 160 270 Service of notic&--Rlght of reconveyance ....... 1.0,14.1 1:1: 
1923 ............... .Whlte Bros. Lumber CO. VI. Secretary of 0 

State ................................ 222 274 Franchlle f~Certlorari-Act 81, P. A. 1921 ::tI 
1\106 Saglna .... White et al. VB. Olblon et al .............. 146 647 Covenant against Incumbranc&-Payment of .... 

o,J ta,,-Evldence of levy of tax ................ "''''''''73 ... 
1884 Kalamazoo. Whitford vs. Crookl .............. , ...... .64 261 Llmltatlona ................................. l".I 
11<84 ~tonroe Whiteford Township YO. Judge of Probate .. 63 130 Drain taxes ................................. 37 rn 
111"8 Lenaw",,:.:::: : Whitney va. Hudson. VlI1age of .... , ••... 69 189 Local Improvemen_Charter authorlty ........ 36,107 
IHOI Rt. Clnlr ....... Whitney v •. Port Huron ......... , .. " ... 38 268 Locnllmprovemen_Payment under protest ... 36,63 
J~H3 Rt. Clalr ....... Whittaker vs. Fuller .............. " .... 96 141 Replevin-Levy on leased personalty •.......... 47 
1&04 Monroe ........ Whittaker Vs. Shooting Club .... ,. , , ..... 102 454 Limitations - Adverse possession - Payment 

of taxes ................................... 73 
1922 Delta .......... WlddJcomb. John Co. va. Card ........... 218 72 Decree of sal&--Adverse po .. essIon ........... , . 66,73 
11109 Len .. wee ..... , . ·Wrlgbtm .. n VI. Village of Tecumseh ...... 167 326 8peclallmprovementa ......................... ........ "36 18110 Clinton ........ Wilcox vs. Eagle Township ....... , .• , ... , 81 271 Deferred assessmen_School taxes ............. 
1899 8aglnaw ....... Wilkin VB, Keith ...................... , . 121 66 Description of platted land - Designation of 

Eaper-Publlcatlon In aupplement - ~uestlon 
oreclosed by decre&-Proceedlng. un er void 

decr_Proceedlng to set aside decree-Time 
of payment to purcbas&-Incomplete appllc-
tlon-Prlorlty - ValIdJty of Ta" Record- } 25,63,66, 
Collateral attack .......................... 70,84,86 .. .... 

'" 



Year. 

1907 

1887 
1876. 
1886 
1908 
1893. 
1913 
1886 
1908 
1905 

1883 

1887 

1914 
1916 

1903 
1878 
1876 
1898 
1905 

1858 
1902 
1903 
1905 
1915 
1897 

1860 
1883 
1916 

190~ 

1868 
1898 
1865 

1881 
1887 

County. Title. Volume. 

WilKinson, Relator, VS. Auditor General... 147 Mich ... 

Washtenaw.. .. "WIlkinson VS. Conaty. . . . .. ... . . . . . . . . . . 65 
Ionia:. . . . . . . . .. *WiIley VS. Snyder... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34 
Berrien.. . . . . .. *Williams VS. Hlood.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63 
Muskegon ...... Williams v •. Fox........................ 152 
Mecosta ........ Williams VS. Hyde..................... 98 
Muskegon..... *Williams vs. Kniskern.................. 177 
Monroe ........ Williams VS. Mears... ................... 61 
Eaton. . . . . . . .. Williams vs. Merrit. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 152 
Iron ........... Williams vs. Olson et al...... ...... .. .... 141 

Saginaw. . . . . .. Wliliams VS. Saginaw. ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51 

Muskegon..... Williams VS. Towl. .. :................... 65 

Genesee... .... Wilson vs. Sauble... . . . . . . . . .. .. . .. . . . .. 181 
Genesee ....... Wilson VS. Sauble ....................... 193 

Sanilac ........ Wilson vs. Woolman .................... 133 
},enawee... . . .. Wilt VS. Cutler. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38 
Wayne ........ Wlnche.ter vs. Craig.................... 33 
Wayne........ ·Wineman vs. Electrical Mfg. Co......... 118 
Ottawa ........ Wlntersv. Cook ........................ 140 

Genesee ....... Wisner VS. Davenport................... 5 
Gratiot.. . . . . .. Wolf vs. Holton.. . .. .. . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . 92 
Jackson ........ Wolverine Land Co. vs. Auditor General.. 133 
Oakland ....... Wolverine Land CO. YO. Davis et al. ....... 141 
Oakland: ...... Wolverine Land CO. VI. Jerome..... ...... 188 
WayBe ........ Wood VB. Bigelow ....................... 115 

Wayne ........ Woodbridge VI. Detroit. City ot.......... 8 
Mackinac .. :... Woodman vs. Anditor General. ..... ,..... 52 
.Wayne ........ Woodmere Cemetery Association VS, City 

of Detroit............................ 192 

Wayne.. . . . . .. Woodmere Cemetery Association VB. Town-
Bhip of SpringwellB.. . . . .. .. . .. .. .. . . .. 130 

Sanilac........ .Woods VB. Monroe.................... 17 
Ogemaw....... Wright VB. Auditor General.............. 118 
Ionia.......... Wright vs. Dunham..................... 13 

St. Clair.. . .... Wyman vs. Baer..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . 46 
Od. Traverse... Wynkoop va. Orand Traverse C. J...... .. 113 

Page. 

13 

614 
60. 

487 
215 
152 
500 

86 
621 
580 

120 

204 

406 
444 

350 
189 
305 
636 
483 

501 
136 
666 
187 
66 

123 

274 
28 

553 

466 

238 
556 
414 

418 
381 

Subject. 

Refund of Tax_Statute of limitations 
Mandamu ............................... .. 

Proof of publication ......................... . 
Description .................................. . 
Standing timber .................. : ......... . 
Purchase by tenant ........... : ............. . 
Standing timber--Redemption .............. .' .. 
Special assessment----corner lot ................ . 
Equalization-Township taxes ................ . 

~~~~~";1t!t~rs~~~~~o"t~~:sto 'owner 'of 
land-Act 229, P. A. 1897 construed ....... . 

Assessment of partnership property-Locw>
Assessment--Jurisdiction - Appeal-Charter 
provision-Board of review ................ . 

Payment. of tax by tenant--Tenant cannot buy 
tax title ................................... . 

Right of reconveyance ..................... '.' . 
Notico--Amount to be stated in the notic&-

Right of reconveyance ..................... . 
Drains---I.ach_Equity .. '.' .............. ' .. . 
Description ................................ . 
Good faith act. under tax deeds .. , ........... . 
Chattel mortgage .•.......................... 
Tax_Service of notice under Sec.4138 C. L.-

Good faith of purchaser .................... . 
Supervisor's warrant--Notice of place of sale ... . 

¥:~~"k!r~~:r~n~~~~~s money on ;.nn~imeiit· 
Tax sale8--Entering decree ................... . 
Limitation ot action .......................... . 

AC~~~~~:fe aS~~~e~al~y~::~~e~:uf~:t~ce~ 
error ... ................................. . 

Assessment for local Improvement ............ . 
Assessment roll-board of review ............. . 

Exemption of cemeteries trom special assess-
ments ................................. , .. 

Tax law-Protest--Payment under threat ot 
leVa-Void assessment ..................... . 

~~:~d ~~ R.,!~\~C:~~~ioppei. : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 
Tax deed-Action to set aslde--Presumption of 

regularity-Description ... , ................ . 
Proof of publication ............. : ........... . 
Proof of pu bl1ca tlon ......................... . 

Sec. 

73.78 
66 
25 

2 
72 

2.74 
·······34;36 

46 

140 

14~29.107 

44.72 
141 

140,141 
39 
99 
77 
40 

140 
42.62 

104 

70,98 
24,36 
24.30 

7 

30,53 
66 
30 

72.73,99 
66 
66 



IA78 I""ham ........ Vl'lverton .... Hillyard 3'1 355 Lim/t"Uo.-Ad'·..."., ~on 73 
1877 InICham ........ V .. h·erton .... l!t...-l .. , ... 36 62 ('"rtill""", of board of review-Elluaii ... ·t.io,;:.: : : 30,34 
lli711 InMham ........ ·Velverton , .•. 8t""'" .. . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 538 t:;::, rn=~:ii.-:..:.LiDi.t~iloru.·.::::::::::: 73 
11111 Otta ........... Voun. \'8. Blan .. hard 165 340 09,70 
IMIIII l\Iont.,..lm ..... VounlC. va. Auditor Gootni.::::::::::::: 1111 650 Certllkate of error ........................... 98 
Itj\lll Marquette ..... Young" \'8. Clark ....................... 120 528 H .... rinll on petition-Time for obj .... tlon_~ 

mature decl""flle . ............................ 1311 
18118 Marquette .... Younp va. Peters. ...................... U8 45 Personal St'rvl.-.N on-<lnrollment of d .... ......-

County Treasurer'. report of .10110. to Auditor 
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18116 BrowneU v •. Board of 8upervioonl ......... 1340 Drain uox .................................... 37 > 11193 Wayne ........ Dodole), .... Probate Ju<ll<" ............... 664 Proof of publlC'atlon .......................... 66 rn 
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1I1!13 Alpena ........ 1626 Insufflcient appll""tion ....................... 84 rn 
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11188 Monroe ........ Zink vs. Board of Supervisors ............ 1337 Drain tax .................................... 39 
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INDEX TO TAX LAW. 

[Index to SubJecta In Citations and Annotations follows this Index.] 

ABANDONED LANDS DEEDED STATE: Page 
applicant for. shalJ IIle affidavit of purpose to homestead. 131.............. 177 
Commlaeloners ot State Land Office shall tasue certillcates to applicants for. 

when. 131................................................................ 171 
Commissioner of State Land Office shall notify county treasurer when home-

steader'. title Is perfected. 133................................. ........... 181 
Commissioner at State Land Office to prescribe manner of homesteader's IInal 

proofs. 131. ........................................................ ".. .. • 177 
determination at Auditor General and Commissioner of State Land Office 

as to abandoned State tax lands. 127.................................... 171 
homesteaders entitled to deed. when. 131.................................... 171 
an act to perfect title......................................................... 174 
an act for refunding erroneous sale. .. .. .............. ...... .. .... ...... ...... 180 
homesteaders .hall pay State 10 centa per acre and Improve. 131............. 171 
homesteaders .hall reside upon continuously tor live years. 131.............. 177 
Improvementa on assessable as personal property. 132........................ 181 
limit of homesteading by one person. 131. .... .. ... . .. .. . ..... .. . ... ........... 171 
limitation at action to vacate determination. 127.............................. 172 
not auessable until homesteader acquires title. 132.......................... 181 
not liable to asse.sment until again sold. 130.................................. 175 
payment required of applicRnt tor. 131....................................... 171 
proof of homesteader's tulftllment of contract. 131............................ 177 
recording ot. 128. 129 .......................................................... 174. 175 
rule. relative to entry upon. 131.............................................. 178 
ahall be held aubject to entry as homestead lands. 127. 131 .................. 171.176 
appral8al and Bale of. 131. ............................................ ·........ 179 
tlU[able 88 other lands after homesteader perfecta title. 133.................. 181 
tR][e. on. to be canceled. 130·................................................... 175 
title at State deemed absolute. when. 127...................................... 171 
what deemed. 127 ............................................... ;.... ......... 171 
when owner may deed to State. conditions. 47.......................... ...... 81 
Bee "State Tax Land •. " 

ABBREVIATIONS: 
use of. In descriptions. 25.................................................... 48 

ACCOUNTS: . 
basi. ot settlement ot betw .. en State. county and township. 87.............. 144 
between county and township. county treasurer shall render and settle quar-

terly. 87.................................................................. 145 
between State and county. Auditor General shall make statement ot. when. 

36 .......................................... ;............................... 119 
qUartllrly .tatement at. by Auditor General. 87................................ 144 
See "Money," ··Statementa.'· 

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE: 
deduction of. by bankers. Ill.................................................. 39 

ACRE~ta6E~ent ot. by banker •• 19............................................ ..... 39 

aasessment roll shall .ho.... 24................................................ 45 
ot platted real property need not be specltled. 24 .............. ·.............. 45 
.tatement ot re,,1 property to contain. 19..................................... 41 
aupervlsor to determine. 24....... ........ ........ ................ ........... 45 
S~e URea! Property." 

ACT NO. 200. PUBLIC ACTS 01' 1891: 
proceedlnsa and acta done under. held valid. 124............................ 170 
repeal ot. 1211 ....................................... ".......................... 171 
repeal ot. shall not atreet accrued Mshta. 125. 126 .......... : ................. 170 171 
return to Auditor General ot dolnss of county clerk and county treasurer • 

under. 123................. ................ ............ ................... 169 
ACTION: 

See "Suit." 
ACTUAL VALUE: 

~~~.~~':. ~~:e.JO ......................................... :................. 40 
ADJOURNMENT: 

ot sale ot property 8elzed tor taxes. n ................. :...................... 80 
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ADMINISTRATOR: 
'assessment to, 14 ........................................................... . 
may take reconveyance from purchaser for taxes, 141. .•..•.....•.......•..•• 
notice to, by purchaser for taxes, 140 ....................................... . 
when treated as owner, 3 ... , ....... , ............. , ......................... . 

ADVERSE CLAIM : 

Page 
34 

193 
188 
17 

to State tax land, 86, 73a ......................... : .......................... 143,133 
ADVERTISING: 

cost of, how paid, lIm1t of, 65 ............................................... . 101 
See .4Newspapers," ··Publication." 

AFFIDAVIT: . 
of loss of certificate of sale, 72, 83. '.' ........................................ 124, 139 
of loss ot certillcate of sale, making of false, 72............................ 124 
of posting and distribution of copies of order and petition, 64,............... 101 
of publication of order and petition, 66....................................... 101 
township treasurer's statement of tax on personal property uncollected verified 

by, 55 ............. : ...................................................... . 
with Intent to defraud, penalty for, 72 ...................................... . 
See ·"Oath,," ,"Sworn Statement." 

AG~NT: . 
assessment to, capacity to appear, 24 ....................................... . 
of' real property of corporation, assessment to, 5 .....•........•............... 
statement of money or property held as, 18, 19 ............................... . 
when treated as owner, 3 ................................................... . 

AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS: 
statement of, 19 .............................................................. . 

AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES: 
property of 'exempt, when, 7 .................................................. . 

ALDERMEN: 
Ineligible to appointment by council as members of board of review, 107 .... 

ANIMALS: 
where and to whom assessed, 14 ............................................. . 
See "Domestic Animals," "Live Stock." 

ANNUITIES: 
taxable, 8 .................................................................. .. 
sworn statement of, 19 ..................................................... . 

APPEAL: 
from decree· of sale, allowed when, 67 ...................................... .. 
person contesting to pay decree to county treasurer, when, 67 .......••....... 
shall not affect sale of other land, 67 ......................................... . 
to· board ot State Tax Commissioners, determined groundless, 37a ........... . 
to supreme court, notice of and bonds for, 67 ................................. . 
when by State no bond required, 67 ......................................... . 
See Circuit Court, ·see "Supreme Court." . 

APPORTIONMENT: 
. certificate of to be delivered to township clerk and supervisor, 38 .......... .. 

of State and county tax to township by board of supervisors, 37 ....•......... 
of State tax by Auditor General, 35 ............... : ...................... .. 

.' taxes invalidated by fraudulent, 76 ..................................... '.' .. . 
APPURTENANCES: . 

of boats taxable as personal property, 8 .................................... .. 
of vessels, statement of, 19 ................................................. . 
to buildings are real property, 2 ............................................ .. 

:A:RMORIES: 
belonging to military organizations exempt, when, 7 .............•...........• 

ASSESSING OFFICER: . 
compensation fot' attendance at review of 1'011 by State Tax Commissioners, 

152 ........ · ..... ·.· .. · .................. : .................................... . 
complaint ,by, against person refusing, etc., 19 .•......................•...•... 

·duties of, 18 ..... ,., .......................................................... . 
every resident owner, etc., sha:I1 deliver sworn statement of property to, on de-

mand, 19 .................................................................. . 
member of board of review In cities, 'when, 107 ............................. . 

90 
124 

45 
18 

38, 42 
17 

42 

19 

162 

33 

24 
41 

109 
109 
110 

67 
109 
110 

68 
63 
59 

136 

24 
40 
16 

19 

203 
41 
38 

41 
162 

shall appear with assessment roll before State Tax Commissioners, when, 
152-3 ...................................................................... 202, 204 

shaH assess taxes apportioned. 39............................................ 68 
shaH file sworn statement and present to board of review, 23.................. 44 

. shaH foot taxes on roH. 41.· ................. : ........................... :...... 72 
shaH give township clerk statement of taxes on roll, 41...................... 72 
shaH not accept sworn statement as final, when, 20.......................... 43 
shaH require sworn statement to taxable property, 18 ........... :............ 38 
State Tax Commissioners to advise. etc., 150.................................. 201 
time for completing assessment roll by, 24 ............................... ~. ... 45 
to enter personal property and real property separately, 19 ......... :.......... 39 
'to make assessment In certain cities. and villages, 10.......................... 30 
wilfully erroneous assessment by, penalty for. 116 •....... ' •.......... " . . ... . . . 167 

::~ , See flAssessor," IfSupervisor.!~ 
ASSESSMENT: 

'. charter provisions govern In cities and villages, when, 107 ............•..... 
courts shall not hold taxes Invalid· for defective, when. 99 ............... : ..•.. 
direction of board of supervisors to spread taxes upon roll final, 37 ........•• 
expense of, to be paid by township. 90 ....................................... . 
no Injunction shall Issue to stay proceedings for, 114 .......................... .. 

162 
156 

64 
147 
166 
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ASSESSHENT.-Con. Page 
not all'ected by organization of new county, 105.............................. 161 
of abandoned lanas deeded State, after homesteader's title Is perfected, 133.. 181 
of buildings on public lands, H................................... ............ 34 
of contiguous lands, separate assessment shall not invalidate, 24............ 45 
of contiguous lands, ... hen to be as one parcel, 24..... ......................... 45 
~~ :;.:~~:r~h.!fp:;i,~~~' .. ~~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::::: ::::::::: ~i 
of foreat products, H, 15, 16............................................. 34, 36, 37 
of homestead land, When, ., 132 .............................................. 18,181 
of Interest In part (,aid State land, ., 132.................................... 18, 181 
of personal property In ce.-tatn cases, 22...................................... 44 
ot personal proj.ert)' on public lands, H...................................... 34 
ot property of Insurance companies, lL...................................... 31 
ot real property, 3, ., 5, 6................................................... 17, 18 
pretlumed legal. 119....................................... . . . . . . . . .... . . . . . . . .. 156 
real property and personal property liable to, 1.............................. 15 
review ott by State Tax Commissioners. 152-3 ............................... 202,204 
statements of property evld ... nce In proceedings arising, 20.................... 43 
taxes Invalldat<d by traudulent, 76.......................................... 136 
to agent, guardians, etc., capacity to be shown, 24..... . . .. ........ ..... ...... 46 
to be made annually, 10 .................................................. ".... 30 
See "Assessment Roll," "Personal Property," "Real Property," "Special 

Aasessment ... 
ASSESSMENT ROLL: 

a8 equalized, certified by chairman and clerk of board ot supervisors, 34.... 5.5 
board ot review to re.-Iew and correct, 29.................................... 52 
board of ~upen'iflOrs shall direct taxes spread upon, 37...................... 64 
board of 8uper\'i~or8 to deU,'er to supervisor. 34.............................. 56 
correctlon and additions to roll by State Tax Commissioners, 152....... .. ..... 203 
each tax to be in 8eparate columns on. 39 ...................... :............. 68 
form of endorsem<'nt of, 30... . . .. .... . . .. .. .. .... .. .. . ... ...... .. .. .. .. .. .. ... 53 
how mad .. , 24.................................................................. 45 
Informality or Irregularity in shall not Invalidate tax, 99.................... .1541 
majority of board of re"lew shall Indorse, 30................................ 53 
om Is. Ion of Indorsement shall not affect validity ot. 31. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . 505 
organization of new county after making, effect of. 105...................... 162 
presumed valJd &.fter endorsf>ment of board of review. 31...... ......... .. .... . 54 
record ot chang.,s In 10 be tiled with township clerk, 33...................... 55 
.. hall not be Bet aside e"cepl, :a.............................................. 5.~ 
subject to In8i><'CUon and r<'view by State Tax Commissioners, 152-3 ........ 202,204 
Bupervl""rB shall l>r('p~re copy and annex warrant thereto, 42................ 73 
to be tiled and kppt by 8uJ)'Orvisor, 34........................................ 56 
when to be colllpleterl, 24 ..... ,................................................ 45 
with warrant annexed knot\'n a8 "tax roll," 42 .............. , .... . ..... .. ....... 73 
See "Tax Roll." 

ASSESSOR: 
county tN>asurer shall furnish with copies ot tax laws, 121. ............... .. 
forms tor uee of. 111 ........................................................... . 
may add one per ("~nt. to avoid fractions. 39 ... ................. ! ••••••••••••• 

See "AaaeB8lng Officer," "Supervisor." 
ASSIGNEE: 

I .... ue of tax deeoi to, lot ..................................................... . 
of mort"ag..." rll!"ht of In ca ... of tax sale, 140 .............................. . 
.tatement of money or personal property held as, 19 ...................•....•. 
when treated a8 o,,"ner. 3 ................................................... . 

ASSIGNMENT: 
of personal propert)', tax lien takes precedence of, W .......................• 
See "A""lgnee." 

ASSOCIATION S : 
statement by. 19 ............................................................. . 
See "Corporations." 

ATTORNEY: 
atate"",nt of mon~y or personal property held as, 19 ....................... . 

ATTORNEY GENERAL: 
Au<lttor G .. neral may cause him to represent him In certain cases, 144 ..... , .. 

AVCTION flALE: 
ot property ... Iz€d tor taxes, 47 ............................................. , 
of State- tit. Janus, 79 ....................................................... . 

AVDITOR GENERAL: 
affida"lt of publkatlon, etc., of order and petition shall be filed with, 64 ..•...•• 
and Commlsslon .. r State Land Office shall cauee examination of certain State 

las land, 127 ............................................................. . 
board ot 8upen·iao ... to furnish with list of charged back lases ·on land de-

tach~d trom county, 117 ................................................. . 
~ancellBtlon of, talles on sbAnuoned Stat .. tall landa deeded State, 130 ....... . 
('()1if'Ctlon f .... pflld to. I>o>lon"s to Sts te, !<II .. ; ................................ . 
Comml.lon .. r Slate Land Offi<,<, shall furnish with statement ot taxes paid 

on landa, 103 ............................................................. . 
<'Opl"" of paper publishing ord .. r and petition to be furnished to. 60 ......• , •.• 
('()unty "Ierk shali forward C'Ounly treuurer'B duplicate receipts to, 58 ...... 
county elerk shaU tranamlt copy of order of circuit Judge to, 6:? ••••••••••.•• 

1611 
39-41 

68 

160 
186 
42 
17 

71 

198 

80 
138 

101 

171 

151 
175 
147 

161 
101 

94 
98 
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AUDITOR GENERAL.-Con. Page 
county treasurer shall execute bond to for State moneys, 93................... 148 
county treasurer shall forward, transcript of lands returned delinquent to, 

when, 57 ....... ', .. #' •••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

county treasurer shall note on Tax Record sales of State tax land by, 88 .... 
county treasurer shall report sales of delinquent tax land to, when confirmed, 

70 ........•....................................•......•...•••••....••..•••.•• 
expense on taxes voluntarily paid to, 89., ................•....•. , .........• 
fee pard to for second deed, S3 .........................•........•......•••.•.• 
lands returned to, subject to sale, etc., when, 60, 138 ............•..........••• 
may add to prescribed form of Tax Record as necessary, 61. ................• 
may cancel deed made by county treasurer and issue new deed on request, 

124 ...................................•....................••.....•.....•... 
may cancel sales of lands bid to the State in contravention of law and en-

force collection of the taxes, 139 .................. I •..•••••••••••••••••• 
may cause Attorney General to represent him in tax cases, 144 ............... . 
may cause examination to be made of proceedings under which State tax 

93 
146 

113 
147 
139 

95,184 
96 

170 

185 
198 

lands were bid to State to determine regularity, 139 ............... ;...... 185 
may demand of county clerks ("opies of records, etc., 123...................... 170, 
may direct appeal from circuit court to supreme court, 67..................... 109 
may execute deed to deceased persons, etc., 101.............................. 160 
may extend time for return of delinquent taxes by county treasurer, 57...... 93 
may furnish State trespass agent list of State tax lands, 113................. 166 
may issue certificate of error, when, 98, 98a .................................. 152, 155 
may require certificate of county clerks as to suits pending relating to aban-

doned State tax lands, 127................................................ 173 
may require new hond of county treasurer, 93................................ 148 
may transfer by deed, to Public Domain Commission, when, 127a............ 174 
not required to revise acts done under law of 1891, 124 ............... ;........ 170 
payment of redemption' to, 74 ........................ ,........................ 134 
payment of taxp~ to in advanc~ of suits relative to abandoned State tax lands 

or tax .homestead lands, 127, 131. ........................................ 172,178 
perfection of records in officc of, 123........................................ 169 
prosecuting attorney shall send copy of .bills to set aside taxes or sales to, 

144 ....................................................................... . 
records, papers and proceedings of Board of Stat" Tax Commissioners part 

of records of his office, 146 ............................................ .. 
refunding by, on sales set aside. 73 ......................................... . 
register of deeds shall notify of decree of annulment of tax deed, 75 ......... . 
register of deeds to require certificate of, before filing or recording certain 

instruments of conveyance, 135 ......................................... .. 
report to. of assessed valuation and taxes levied. 41. ..............••..•.....• 
return of records, etc., of delinquent taxes for 1891 and 1892 to, 123 ........... . 
return of sheriff's warrant for seizure, etc., to, 113 ........................... . 
shall adjust charge and creilit for rejected, etc., taxes .on lands detached 

from county, 105 ....................................................... . 
shan. audit expense made by State officers under Act 206, 90 ............... . 

198 

199 
130 
136 

181 
72 

169 
165 

162 
147 

shall be lawful custodian of records of Board of State Tax Commissioners, 
146 ........... ;............................................................ 199 

shall be party to all actions to set aside taxes or tax sales, 144.............. 198 
shall cause copy of order and petition published, 66.......................... 101 
shall cause'order and petition printed and circulated, when, 64...... .......... 101 
shall cause printing of tax laws, etc., 121. .................... :.............. 168 
shall cause return of delinquent taxes of 1891 and 1892 to be recorded, 123.... 169 
shall cause sale of State tax lands returned delinquent, 78, 85 ................ 137, 142 
shall charge and credit counties for rejected taxes, when, 97................ 151 
shall charge local taxes to county when land is deeded State to discharge 

81 
130 

levy, 47 ................................................................... . 
shaH charge counties certain refunding's, 73 ................................... . 
shall credit countles with taxes reported by Commissioner of State Land Office 
. as paid, 103 ............................................................. . 
shall designate newspapers, etc., when, 63 ................................... . 

161 
100 

shall draw and send to county treasurers warrant quarterly for moneys due 
counties, etc., 87 ............ ;.............................................. 145 

shaH employ person to conduct tax sales, when, 94............................ '149 
shaH examine notices 'published, 66 ........................ ,................. 102 
shall execute deeds for delinquent tax lands, when, 70, 72 .................... 113, 124 
shall file petition for decree, when, 67......................................... . lOS 
shall file petition for sale of delinquent lands with county clerk. 61............ 96 
shaH fix amount of county treasurer's bond for State money, 93 ....... .'...... 148 
shall furnish county treasurer statement of rejected taxes, 96................ 150 
shall furnish list of State tax lancls to county treasurer, 78 ..•...... , ..•... , .,' 137 
shall issue deed for State tax lands, when, 82, 84 ........................... ,139,140 
shall Issue deed on affidavit of loss of certificate, when, 72, 83 .•..... , ••..•.•• 124, 139 
shall Issue warrant for seizure and sale of timber, etc., removed from State 

tax lands, 113 .. '.' ........................................ , ............. .. 
shall make and record statement of State taxes, when, 35 ..................... . 
shall make list of abandoned State tax lands deeded State and transmit to 

county treasurer, 130 ..................................................... . 
shall make quarterly statement of accounts between State and counties, 87 ... , 
shall not pay fol' illegal pUblications, 66 .................................... .. 
Shall notify county clerk of warrants sent to county treasurer, 87 ...... , ... . 
shall notify county treasurer o£ redemptions, when, 74 .••••.•••••.•••••••••••• 

165 
59 

175 
145 
102 
144 
134 
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AUDITOR GENERAL.-<:"on. 
ahall perform all duties relative to assessment. levy. collection, return and sale 

of taxes lUI required by act, 124 ........................................ .. 
shall prepare petition for sale of delinquent lands, when, 61 ................. . 
shall provide and furnish to county clerks and county treasurers, forms, 

blank. and record books made necessary by act, 122 ..................... . 
shall publish notice of annual sale of State tax lands, 79 ..................... . 
shall publish notice of deferred sale, when, 70 ............................. . 
shall refund money paid tor tax lands, when, 98 ............................. . 
• hall require ot c(}unty treasUrel"S copies of records. etc., 123 ...............•.• 
shall transmit to county clerks statement of State tax, 35 ................... . 
shall transmit to county treasurers, at expense of counties, sufficient copies of 

tax laws, 121. ............................................................ . 
shall transmit to county treasur"rs monthly statement of lands bid to State 

..,Id, (jij ................................................................... . 
ahall transmit to county treasurers monthly statement of taxes paid to State 

treasurer. ~ ......................................................•....... 
ahall withhold lands from. sale. when, 95 ................................... . 
ahowlng made to satlstactlon of, on redemption, 74 ...•.......•....•••••.••.• 
signature to petition tor decree of sale sufllclent verification, 61. ............ . 
atatement of taxes due Ilt time of Issue of certificate of no taxes, 98 ......... . 
statement of State lands by, .... hat to contain, 78 ........................... . 
State trespass agent, sheriff and county treasurer to report trespass on State 
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170 
96 

169 
138 
114 
152 
169 

liD 

169 

146 

146 
149 
134 

96 
152 
137 

tax lands to, 113.......................................................... 166 
ta" deeds Issued by, held conclusive, 09....................................... 156 
to cause subsequent sale of lands decreed, when and how, 70, 139 ..........•. 114,185 
to prescribe form of county treasurers' redemption certificate, 74............ 134 
warrant of, for cost of advertl.lng, 65...................................... 101 
warrant of, for expense of advertising and sale, 70......................... 114 
warrant of, for moneys due county, etc., 87. :. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. .. . . .. .. . . . . . . . 144 

BANKS: • 
cashier shall IIle list of stockholders, etc., 120 ................................. . 
collection of taxe. upon stock ot, 46 .......................................... . 
exception as to certain, 19 ..................... , ......... : ................... . 
examination of officer of, refusing to make required statement, 19 •............• 
Investigation by assessing officer at expense of, 19 ....•...................•... 
ahares In, how assessed, 14' ................................................... . 
.hares In, IItatement ott 10 .................................................... . 
ahares In, taxable, when, 8 ................................................ . 
atatement by officers of, 19 ................................................... . 
willful neglect or false statement by cashier, penalty for, 120 ............. . 
See "Corporations," "National Banks." 

BARGE: 
statement by owner of, 19 ................................................... . 

BENEVOLENT INSTITUTIONS: 

168 
78 
39 
41 
39 
33 
39 
25 
39 

168 

40 

property of exempt, when, 7, 9.......................... .... .. .. .. ... .. .. .... 19, 28 

BILL~~!}~~~~~~~~es, statement of, 19 ......•.....•......................•...•.• 
BILLS RECEIVABLE: 

atatements of, deductions from, 19 ........................................... . 
BIRDS: 

domesticated, exempt, 9 ..................................................... . 
BLANKS: 

Auditor General shall furnish to county clerks and county treasurers at ex-
pense of State aa made necessary by act, 122 .............. , ............ . 

8M "Forms," 
BOARD OF ESTIMATES: 

()()mmOn council to determine compensation of, 110 ........................... . 
See "Board of Review." 

BOARD OF REVIEW: 
rompenaation for aervlces, 110 ............................................. . 
election of members of, 28 .................................................. . 
.. Iectlve or appointive members shall take constitutional oath, 28, 107 ....... . 
form of endorsement by, 30 ................................................ .. 
traudulent action by, Invalidates tax, 7U ................................... . 
In cIUe_, common ~ouncn to detfl'rrnlne compensation ot, 110 .....•............ 
In clll ... , organization Bnd proceedings of, 107 ............................... . 
majority conatltute quorum, 28 ................................................ . 
majority of, shall endorse anessment roll, 30 .............................• 
majority pre ... nt decllie questions, 28 ....................................... . 
may examine person. on oath, 30 ........................................... . 
may exempt property of poor persons, when, 7 ............................ .. 
members of, may administer oath to person examined, 30 ......••....•.....•• 
notillcation of absent membera, 32 ........................................... . 
place and time or meeting, 29, 30 ............................................. . 
place and time of meeting In cities, 107 ..................................... . 
provisions relative to, Include similar officers In cities. 107 ....•.•...••..•.•• 
record of proceedings to be IIled with township clerk, 33 ...........•...•...•.• 
IOCCOnd meeting of, 30, 82 ................................................... . 
ahall add to roll, when, 29 ................................................... . 
shall compare list of tax homestead landa and assessment roll. 130 ......... : 
shall correct a8Mssments at request, 30 ..................................... . 
shall correct erro ... In a.saeaament roll. 29 ................................... . 

42 

39 

29 

169 

164 
51 

51,163 
53 

136 
165 
162 

51 
53 
51 
53 
III 
113 
55 

51, 113 
163 
162 

55 
53, rm 

52 
175 
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52 
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BOARD OF REVIEW.-Con. 
shall enter valuations as fixed by it, 29 ....................................... . 
shall pass upon each valuation. etc., 29 ..................................... . 
shall place on assessment roll all homestead lands that have been deeded, 133 .. 
statements to b" presented to, 23 .......................................... .. 
supervisor or clerk shall keep record of proceedings, 33 ....................... . 
to review assessment roll, 29 ............................................... . 
who to compose in certain cities. 107 ......................................... . 
who to compose, in townships. 28 ............................................... . 
wilfully erroneous assessment by, penalty for, ll6 ........................ .. 

BOARD OF STATE AUDITORS: 
shall audit· and allow salaries and expenses of State Tax Commissioners, 

147 .................................... : .................................. .. 
shall cause report of Bo"rd of State Tax Commissioners to be printed, 107 ... . 
shall audit expenses of township treasurer in making levy for taxes, when, 

47 .......................................................................... . 
shall audit claims for expenses incurred in abandoned State tax lands deeded 

state. 134 ................................................................ .. 
shall audit claims for services and expenses in pUblication of tax laws, 121.. 
shall furnish office for Board of State Tax Commissioner, 148 ..•.•...••••.... 

BOARD OF STATE TAX COMMISSIONERS: 
See ,"State Tax Commissioners.'" 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS: 
action of, upon township et al. taxes. shall be entered on records, 37 ....... . 
compensation for certain services, 110 ....................................... . 
county clerk to present statement of township et al. taxes, 36 ..• ~ •.••.......• 
county treasurer shall present statement of taxes rejected by Auditor General 

to, 96 ......................................... · ............................ . 
may allow compensation to county treasurer and county clerk for extra 

services under Sec. 123, 123 ............................................. . 
may authorize notice to delinquent taxpayers, 58 ............................. . 
may refer papers, etc., to prosecuting attorney. 37 ....... .................... . 
may require defects or omissions corrected, 37 ............................... . 
prosecuting attorney shall advise without charge, 100 .........•.....••.•.•..• 
record of, to contain apportionment of State and county taxes, 37 ......... . 
shall cause rejected taxes reassessed, when, 96 ............................... . 
shall consider objections to any tax, 37 ....................................... . 
shall determine and apportion State and county taxes, when, 37 ............. . 
shall determine compensation of county officers for certain services, llO .....• 
shall direct township et al. taxes spread upon assessment roll, 37 ............. . 
shall equalize valuation of assessment rolls, 34 ............................... . 
shall examine records, etc., showing money to be raised in townships, 37 ... . 
shall make alterations in descriptions of lands upon assessment rolls as 

necessary, 34 ............................................................. . 
supervisors shall take official notice of action of. 38 ........................... . 
to apportion indebtedbess of county to State, 35 ••..•............•••.•...•••.• 
valuation of taxable property to be entered upon records of, 34 ............•.•. 
See I'Supervisors." 

BOATS: 
appurtenances of, 8 ....................................................... . 
statement of, 19 ............................................................ . 

taxable as personal property, 8 ................................................. . 

BO~~ county treasurer to Auditor General, 93 ................................. . 
of person employed by Auditor General to conduct tax sales, 94 ....•........ 
of township treasurer, conditions of, 43 .................................... . 
of township treasurer, county treasurer shall endorse settlement of, 56 ..... . 
of township treasurer, county treasurer shall receipt for, file and keep, 43 ..•. 
of township treasurer, failure to file with county treasurer, 51. ..............• 
of township treasurer, neglect to give, 50 ..................................... . 
of township treasurer, shall continue in force after settlement, when. 56 .•.... 
of township treasurer, to be approved by supervisor and county treasurer, 43 .. 
of township treasurer. treasurer shall deliver receipt for to supervisor, 43 ....•. 
on appeal, to be given, when, 67 ............................................. . 
to secure release of lien for taxes paid on certain forest products belonging to 

non-reSidents, 14 ........................... _ ............................. . 
See "Liability,'" "Sureties." 

BONDS: 
statement of, 19 ........................ ; ................................... . 
See "Stock." . 

BONDSMEN: 
See "Sureties. n 

BOUNDARIES: 
rejected taxes, when changed, charged to what county, 95 ................... . 

BRIDGE COMPANIES: . 
personal property of, 8 ........................................ : ......... · .... . 
See ··Corporations." 

BRIDGES:' . 
of certain companies held to be personal property, 8 ........................•• 

BROKERS: 
statement by, 1D ............................. : ............................... . 
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INDEX. 

BUILDINGS :. PaIie' 
.... moval constitutes trespass. 155. 156 ......................................... , 205 
on I~ landa tal<able a.a personal property. when. 8 .•.••.•........•.•.••.•• 25 
On publle lands. auessment ot. U........................................... 3. 
8:eP.~:!!~I~~~~.ot tor taxes. 14.......................................... 3. 

BURIAL GROUNDS: 
exempt. when. T .......................................................... .. 
right ot burial In exempt. T ................................................. . 
lombs and monuments th"rein. exempt. T ................................... . 

CAB&m:J'1I~Ovfl,ltJ8il';n..~';fs~lre. assessable. 8 ...........................•.. 

~~.~r:.7.iti~. !?t. 8 ..................................................... . 

CANCELLATION OP SALE: 
Judgment tor Improvements In ease ot. 73 ................................... . 
ot land bid to State under Invalid decree or aale. 130 ..............•.......•.•• 
ot lands of Incompetent persons. when. 69 ................................ .. 
ot .. Ie tal< homestead lands. act 130. 1907 ................................. . 
praetice ot court In. 70 ...................................................... .. 
prohibited after five years' possession. 73 ................................... . 

CANCELLATION OP TAXES: " 

-III 
19 
111 
25 

130 
175 
111 
180 
113 
130 

On abandoned lands deeded to State. 130. 136 ................................ 175. 183 
on land deeded State to discharge levy on personalty. 47... ...... .. •....... ... 81 

CAPITAL PAID IN: 
See "Stock." 

CAPITAL STOCK: 
. See "Stoc:k." 

CARRIAGES: 
atat .. m .. nt of. 111 .............................................................. . 

CASH ITEMS: 
deduction from. 111 .......................................................... . 
atatement ot. 111 ............................................................. . 
ot personal property ot aasoelations or corporations. 111 ...................... . 
ot property pawned. 111 ..................................................... . 
ot ahares In banka and corporations. 111 ..................................... . 

CASH VALUE: 
ot atock In trade ot pawnbroker. 111 ........................................ .. 
ot atoek ot marine companies. 111 ............................................ . 
sha...,. In banks a8.essed at. 8 .............................................. .. 
aupervlsor ahall estimate and set down on a.aaesament roll. 24 ..••••..••.••.•• 
term dedned. 27 ............................................................. . 

CASHIER: 
See "BulL" 

CATTLE: 
one year old and under. exempt. II .......................................... . 

CEMETERIES: 
See "Burial Grounds." 

CEMETERY ASSOCIATIONS: 
atock ot _ble. 7 ........................................................ _ 

CERTIFICATE: . 
ot apportionment ot tal<es to counties. county clerk ahall make and deliver to 

county treasurer Bnd 8uperviaors. 38 ................................... . 
ot Auditor General required betore recording deed to railroad right ot way. 

135 ....................................................................... . 
of chairman and clerk ot board of 8uperviaors to equall ... tlon ot aa&eaIIment 

roUa. U .................. ··, .............................................. . 
ot county elerl< that no suit Is pending to set a.alde tal<ea. ete .• 127 •••••••••• 
of county treaaurer to atatement of tal<es On personal property uncollected. 

66 ............................. ·•· ......................................... . 
ot examination and comparison of township treasurer'. teturna. 55 .••••••••• 
of examiner of abandoned State las land. 127 ................................. . 
part paid. tor State lands. 4 ................................................. . 
required by act evidence of faeta aet torth. l1li .............................. .. 
requl~ ot township or ""hool district board. how Bigned. l1li •••••••••••••••• 
See "Certlfteate ot Error." "Certlfteate of No Tax." "Certllleate ot Sale." 

"RPd"mption Certlfteate." 
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39 
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111 

88 

181 

55 
171 

91 
91 

171 
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156 
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CERTIPICATE OP ERROR: 
may be laauPd by Auditor General, wben. 118. II8&. •••••••••••.....•••.•••••• 1li2, 155 

CERTIFICATE OP NO TAXES: 
holder ot ahall pay tal<ea to State Treasurer. wben. 118 ...................... III! 
retundlnw ot p.......,.,d. ot tal< aaJe. beeauae ot. 118 ............................ "162 

CERTIFICATE OP SALE: 
aIIIdavlt of 10M ot. 72. 83 .................................................... 124. 1311 
annulment ot. 75............................................................. . 136 
oounly trea.aurer shall ~ve to purchaaer ot delinquent tal< Janda. 71.......... 123 
oounly treaaurer ahall !fIve to purchaaer ot State tal< Janda, 81............. 138 
.xecutor or admlnlalrator ma)' aaaicn. 101................................... 160 
fonn ot. 11. 81. .............................................................. 123. )68 
holder ot entitled to Injunction to restrain wa.ate, when. llli.................... 167 
numbers of to be enle~ In Tax Record. 81.................. ................ 117 
of d~lInquent tax lands. county treaaurer .hall Iaaue, 71.................... 123 
of delinquent tax landa, Auditor General .balIlaaue deed On .urrender ot. 82.. 1311 



GENERAL TAX LAW 

CERTIFICATE OF SALE.-Con. Page 
of State bid, 84 .••..•......................•........•. :...................... 139 
of State tax lands, county treasurer shall issue, when, 81..................... 138 
presentation of to Auditor General for deed, 72, 82 •..........•..•••..•.•..•.•. 124, 139 
purchaser of State tax land shall receive, 84................................ 139 
refunding on affidavit of loss of, 72 .•..•..............••... '.................. 124 
separate for each parcel, 71...................... • • • • • • • • • • . • • . • . • • . • . • • • • • 123 
shall be entered in Tax Record, 71............................ ...... .. .. .. .. • .. 123 
what shall contain. 70, 71. .................................................... 113. 123 
See "Delinquent Tax Lands," '.'Affidavit of Loss." 

CERTIFICATION: 
See ·~Certjflcate." 

CHANCERY PRACTICE: 
to govern proceedings to set aside sale. 70 ........... , ....................... . 
to govern proceedings where validity of tax is in dispute, except as otherwise 

provided in act, 67 ....................................................... . 
CHARGES ON TAXES: 

added to when paid county treasurer, 59 ..................................... . 
on lands bid to State. continue lien until paid, 70 ............................. . 
See "Collection Fee," "Expenses," "Interest on Taxes." 

. CHARITABLE HOMES: 
certain exempt, 7 ........................................................... . 
personal property of exempt, 9 .............................................. . 

CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS: 
. personal property of exempt, when, 9 ....................................... .. 
CHART~l~perty of exempt, When, 7 .......... ; .................................. . 

provisions of as to assessor to govern, 10 .................................... . 
provisions of govern assessment and collection in' cities and villages, when, 107 
See "Cities," ·"Villages." . . 

CHATTEL MORTGAGE: 
tax lien takes precedence of, 40 .............................................. . 

CHATTELS: 
situate without State taxable, when, 8 ....................................... . 
statement of, both exempt and taxable, 19 ................................... . 
taxable as personal property, 8 .............................................. . 

CHECKS: 
deductions from, 19 .......................................................... . 
statement of, 19 ..................... · ........................................ . 

CHURCHES: 
See "Houses of Public Worship." 

CIRCUIT COURT: 
appeal ot Auditor General or ~ounty treasurer from, 67 ........... , ••.....••. 
authorized to withhold land of incompetent persons from sale, when, 69 .•...• 
chancery practice to govern, when. 67 ....................................... . 
clerk of shall make certified copy of decree, etc., when, 75 .••.••.....•.•..•... 
decree of, a several decree, 66 ............................................... . 
decree of, shall be entered in chancery record, 67 ........................... . 
decree ot, when taxes not fully considered at date of hearing. how made and 

recorded, 67 ............................................................. . 
final decree ot sale, when made, 67 ................................. ; ....... .. 
for Ingham county, suits to vacate determination as to abandoned State tax 

land may be brought in, 127 ................................... ; ......... . 
jurisdiction ot in matter of petition, 66 ..................................... .. 

113 

109 

95 
113 

19 
28 

28 
19 

30 
162 

71 

24 
42 
24 

39 
39 

1'09 
111 
109 
136 
103 
109 

109 
109 

173 
102 
103 . may decree costs against persons contesting, 66 .......•..•.•..•.••.•......•••• 

may enter decree of sale for taxes ot 1890 and prior years without including 
, interest, 138 ........................... . .. .. .. .. .. • .. .. .. .. • . .. . .. • .. • .. • 184 

may grant turther time to answer petition, wheR, 66......................... 102 
may make order to facilitate proceedings, 66................................. 103 
may order sale deterred or canceled, when, 69................................ 112 
may put purchaser of tax lands in possession by writs ot assistance, 72, 137 •• 124, 183 
may separate taxes, etc., when, 66........................................... 103 
may set aside sale, when, 70............................ .............. ....... 113 
orders ot entered on Tax Record, 66.......................................... 103 
petition of Auditor General to tor decree of sale, 61.......................... 96 
proceedings on second petition tor decree, 67.................................. 108 
rules· as to evidence in hearing on petition, 66................................ 102 
shall appoint person to prosecute petition, when, 66......................... 102 
shall decide admissibility ot evidence, 66..................................... 103 
shall give precedence to hearing of petition, 66............................... 102 
shall make decree for taxes unless proved illegal, 66.......................... 103 
shall make final decree ten days prior to time ot sale, 66..................... 103 
·shall set aside Illegal taxes, when, 66........................................ 103 
special orders made shall be entered in Tax Record, 61...................... 97 
See "Appeal," uCircuit Judge." \uPetition for Decree." 

CIRCUIT COURT COMMISSIONER: 
. to issue summons tor persons re~Slng, etc., 19 .............................. . 

to make order restraining wast 157 ....................................... . 
CIRCUIT JUDGE: 

• county clerk to present petition t~r decree to, 62 ........................... . 
form ot order by, 62 .............. \ .......................................... . 
settlement ot record on appeal from, 67 ...................................... . 
shall sign each order, 66 ......... \. ......................................... . 

41 
206 

98 
99 

110 
103 
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CIRCUIT JUDGE.-Con. 
ahall algn IInal decree, 67 ................................................ , .•. , 
to make order and 81gn In form prescribed, 62 .............................. . 
to make order "'8tralnlng waste, 157 ..... , ................................. . 
See "Circuit Court." 

ctRCULATING LIBRARIES: 
CITI~~SOnal property ot exempt, when, 9 ....................................... . 

board ot review 1n, who compose, 107 ....................................... . 
charter provl810n8 \0 govern collection of taxes, 46 .................•.••..... 
common council to determine compensation of certain officers, 110 ......•••.. 
desCription of lands, In, 25 .................................................. . 
governed by special charters, 10 ............................................ .. 
landa owned by, exempt when, 7 ............................................ . 
may provide by ordinance for return ot delinquent taxes on real property to 

county treaJIurer, 108 ............... , ........ , .......................... . 
may provide tor Judicial aale tor delinquent taxes OD real property, when and 

how, 108 ................................................................ . 
may provide tor return ot unpaid taxes on real property to county treasurer, 

108 ...................................................................... . 
not entitled to delinquent taxes until paid, 107 .............................. .. 
real property ot railroad companies subject to aJlsessment tor Improvements, 7 
aupervlsors ot to· make annual aJlsessment, wheD, 10 ..........••.•...•••..••.. 
thla act applicable to, ·except when, 107 .................................... ' .. . 
word township Includes, 107 ................................................. . 

CITY ASSESSORS: 
common council to determine compensation of, 110 ...........•...........•.• 
See "A88e8slng Officer," t'Asseesor," I·Supervlsor.'· 

CITY ATTORNEY: 
ahall be member ot board ot review In certain cities, 107 ................... . 

CITY CLERK: 
See "Township Clerk." 

CITY COLLECTOR: 
.hall comply with charter provisions relative to demand for taxes, 46 .......• 
See "Township Treasurer. rt 

CITY OFFICERS: 
compensatioD ot, ftxed by common council, 110 ...•......•........•...... " .••.• 

CITY TAXES: . 
report of to county clerk, 41. .............................................. .. 

CLERK OF BOARD OF SUPERVISORS: 
See "County Clerk. rt 

CLERK OF COURT: 
.. hall make certlfted copy ot judgment, etc., 75 .............................. . 
Bee "Clrcult Court," "County Clerk," "Supreme Court." 

COKE COMPANIES: 
penonal property ot, 8 ...................................................... . 

COLLECTION FEE: 
tor collection ot tax on personal property removed, 48 ..• , .•....•••••••••••. , 
on enforced colJection. 44 ................................................... .. 
on taxes paid after January 10, tour per cent, 44 ............................ . 
on tax.,. paid bfofore January 10, one per cent, 44 ........................... . 
on taxea paid county treaJIurer, 119 ..................... , .... , ............... , 
on taxe .. returned to county treasurer, 89 ....................... ~ .......... .. 
paid Auditor General ahall belong to State, 89 .............................. . 
paid county tre88urer ahall belong to county, 89 •• , •••••••••••• , ••••••••••••• 
.hall be collected with taxes, 89 ............................................ . 
ahown In the petition tor decree, 61 ......................................... .. 
township treaRurer shall add to tax, 43a, 44 ................................ .. 

COLLECTION OF TAXES: 
by dlatre •• and aale, 42 ...................................................... . 
by.el.ure and .ale, 47 ....................................................... . 
by township treasurer, 8upervlsor·. warrant tor, 42 .....••....••.••....•••... 
charter provlAlona for, to govern In cities, 46 ............................... .. 
dutlea ot Auditor Gen .. ral relative to, 124 ................................... . 
no Injunction .hall I .. ue to atay proceedings tor. 114 ........................ . 
not affected by organization ot ne ... counties, 105 ...............•.....•..•..• 
"n part paid and homestead landa, 4 ....................................... .. 
time tor, etc .. 44 ............................................................. . 
township treasurer to make before March 1st, 45 ...................•..•...• ; 
township treaJIurer to make personal demand tor, when, and where, 46 .••••• 
to be .. nforcf'd In caao ot II&les set aside or canceled as It aale bad not been 

made. 73 ............................................................... .. 
See uIH-ltnquent Tsxe8." '"ReturD8," "Tax Sales," "Township Treasurer." 

COMMISSIONER 011' HIGHWAYS: 
hllfhway tllX to be pllitl out on ortler ot. 112 .................................. . 

COMMISSIONER OF STATE LAND OFFICE: 
and Auditor o..n",al ahall cause examlnatlon ot certain State tax lands, 127 .• 
copy of Auditor o..n"ral's d.,..d to State ot abandoned State tax Janda ehall 

be IIled In the Clfllce ot, 127 ............................................. .. 
county treaaurer .hall make return to, ot taxes paid on homestead and part-

paid State lands. when, 102 ............................................. . 
delivery to, ot deed to dlecharge levy, 47 .................................. .. 
duty of to examine and appral8e tax homestead land, when, 131 ..•.•.......•• 

265 

Page 
108 

99 
206 

2S 

162 
78 

164 
48 

.30 
19 

164 

164 

164 
162 
19 
30 

162 
162 

165 

162 

78 

164 

72 

136 

24 

84 
75 
75 
75 
95 

146 
147 
147 
146 

96 
75 

73 
80 
73 
'18 -

170 
166 
161 

18 
'15 
TT 
78 

130 

86 

171 

172 

160 
81 

176 



266 GENERAL TAX LAW 

COMMISSIONER OF STATE LAND OFFICE.-Con. 
, shall certify to expenses of levy in case of lands deeded to State by owner, 47 

shall furnish Auditor General and county treasurer statement of taxes paid 
on· homestead or part paid lands, when, 103 .••.•......................... 

shall furnish cOlmty treasurer list of homestead lands licensed five years, 92 
shall furnish county treasurer list of part-paid State lands, 92 ..••.......... 
shall hold abandoned State tax lands deeded to State by Auditor General, 

subject to homestead entry, 131. •........•.......•......• , •..•......•....• 
shall keep record of abandoned State tax lands deeded St,ate separate trom 

other State lands, 129 ............•.........•...................•...•..... 
shall keep record of appraisal ot tax homestead lands, 131. .•........•...... 
shall keep record ot homestead and part paid State lands returned delin-

quent, 102 ..•........•..............•...........•.........•............... 
shall pay to State Treasurer all moneys received trom abandoned State tax 

· lands, 134 ......•......•....••....•.•.•.•••.....•..........••...•..•....• 
COMl\,lON COUNCIL: . 

to appoint certain members of board of review, 107 .......... ; ........•..•.... 
· to determine compensation for certain services of certain officers, 110 ...•...• 
ICOMP~~~~~nShip Board. II 
. not paying specific taxes, personal property ot, 8 ...•.....••..•.......•....•. 

S
statement by officers, of, 19 ...................•..•............••..•.••...••... 

ee ··Corporations." 
COMPENSATION: 

of assessing and reviewing officers, 110 ........ ; ........................•...• 
of county clerk and county treasurer for extra services under Sec. 123 ... ; .• 
of 'county officers, paid by county, 90 ........................................ . 
of persons employed by Auditor General to conduct tax sales, 94 ..• : .....•... 
of township officers, paid by township, 90 .•.........................•.....•• 
of township treasurer for levy in case land is deeded to State, 47 ...••.....• 

CONFIRMATION OF SALE: 
provisions relative to, 70 ........................•..•.....•....•............... 
sales set aside after, 70 ..........•...........•.••.............•......•......•• 

CONTESTS: . 
of validity of tax, notice to be filed with county clerk, 66 ............•......• 
of validity of tax, notice. to be served on prosecuting attorney, 66 ...•...... 
shall make no objection not specified in notice filed, 66 ........•...... '.' ..... . 

. See "Appeal." 
CONTINGENT FUND: 

of township, excess from one per cent added to avoid fractions belongs to, 39 
CONTRACT: . 

manufacturing, effect of, 14 .....................................•...•...••..• 
See "Abandoned Lands Deeded State," "Land Contract." 

CONTROL: 
of real property, liability of person for, 3 .......•............................. 

CONVEYANCE: 
· containing no' warranty, provision relative to recording, 135) ...........•.... 

.. of title to tax lands: See "Deeds," "Tax Deeds." 
. COPARTNERSHIP : 

each partner liable for taxes, 12 .................................. · ........... . 
residence of, 12 ............................................................. . 

" treated aa Illdividual, 12 ......................... · ... · .... ·· .... · .. ·· .. · .... ·, 
COPY OF DECREE OF SALE: 

"hall be annexed. to Tax Record, 67 ......................................... . 
CORDWOOD: 

where assessable. 15 .................. · ... ·.· .. · .... ··· .. ·· .... ·· .... · .. · .. · .. 
CORPORATE PROPERTY: 

how assessed, 11 ..................... .-............................ ; ......... . 
See "Corporations." 

CORPORATIONS:. . . 
assessment of personal property under control of, 19 ...............•........•• 
COrPorate property assessed to, 11. .............................. · ... · .... · .• 
demand on for payment of taxes, where made, 46 ........................... . 
examination at expense of, 19 .............................................. .. 
exception of certain, 19 ....................................................... . 
office of deemed residence, 11. ............ : ................................... . 
organized in State tor maritime commerce or navigation, personal property 

. of, where I.I.Ssessed, 11. .................... · ............................ . 
owning burial grounds or burial vaults, stock of not exempt, 7, 8 ........•• 
paying specific taxes, examination of books and 'persons by State Tax Com-

missioners, 118 ......................................................... .. 
paying specific taxes, exempt when, 11. .................................... . 
real property of, certain exempt, 7 ........................................ .. 
real property of, how and where assessed, 5 .....•.......•...••.............•• 
reiusal of officers of to make statement, 19 ................................. .. 
shares in, statement of, 19 ............................................. · .. · .. · 
shares in, taxable, when, 8 .............. : .............................. : ... . 

. statement by, 19 ...................... : ... , .......... " ...................... . 
statement of shares In, 19 .................................................. .. 
statement of taxable property of, 18, 19 .................................... . 
what property of taxable, 11. ............................................ · .. . 

. wilful neglect or refusal by officer of, penalty for, 120 ..................•..... 

... S~e "Banks." "Shares," "ForeIgn Corporations:" 
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COSTS: 
against rontestant of talt, court may decree, 66 ..... " .. , .................. .. 

:i~~~:', a:''!rrd:''~:~~'3~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::::::: 
In action of ejectment against homesteader to be borne by the State, 131. ... 
In case State's title I. found void In action of ejectment against homesteader 

to be withheld from payment made as condition precedent to action, 131 
In proceedings to Bet aside taxes or sales none to be talted, 144 ............. , 
of appeai, when county to pay, 37a .......................................... . 

COUNTIES: 
adjustment between, by Auditor General, of rejected et aI. taltes on lands de-

tached, 100 , .............. , ...... , ..... , .......... , ... , ..... , .... , .. , ... ,' 
apportionment of State taxes anlong. 35 ..................................... . 
Auditor General shall credit with taltes reported by Commissioner of State 

Land Omce as paid, 103 ............... , ................. , ............... . 
equalization by supervisors of valuation In, 34 •...........•......•••••••.•.. ~ 
Indebtedness ot. to State, statement ot Auditor General to show, 35 ......... . 
Indebtedness ot, to State, to be levied In county taltes, 35 .•..•....•. " •••.••. 
lands owned by exempt, when, 7, ........................ , .................. . 
.hail bear their share ot 1088 for taxes canceled In abandoned State tax land 

deeded State, 130 .......................... , ......... ; .................. . 
COUNTY CLERK: 

Auditor General.shall furnish at expense of State, with certain blanks, etc., 
122 .•••....••...•..•.............•.........•..............•.......•...... , 

Auditor Genernl to file petition tor sale, etc .. with, 61, 61a .................. , 
Auditor General to transmit statement of State tax to, 35 .........•....••.•• 
compensation ot for certain services. 110 ...•••.......... ~ ............•••..••• 
compensation of under requirements of Section 123 to be allowed by board ot 

8uJ)ervisOTB. 123 . ," ................... , ....................•.......... , . '" 
eompensation of under requirements ot Section 123 to be paid by county, 123 •• 
duty to furnlsb Auditor General certificate as to suits to set aside taxes In cer-

tain catoe., 1~'7 ..................................................... , ...... . 
entitled to fee for filing notice, 142a ........................................... . 
notice of Audito!' General to of statement and warrant sent county treasurer, 

117 ....................................................................... . 
report of tax sale filed with, 70 .............................................. . 
.hall charge county trE"R.8Urer amounts sent him by Auditor General, 87 .... . 
sball compare and certify to county treasurer's transcript ot lands returned 

delinquent. 67 ........................................................... . 
shall rountersllm and record county treasurer's redemption certificates, 74 •• 
shall countersign and record orders of court, 62 ............................ . 
shall countersign final decree, 67 ....................................•........ 
shall countersign, record and forward to Auditor General's county treasurer's 

duplicate rec:dpts, 58 .................... ; ............................•.. , 
.hall deliver to county clerk and supervisors certiftcate ot taxes apportioned 

to townships, 38........ . ............................................... . 
shall forward duplicate tax receipts to Auditor General, 58 ........•......... 
shall make and transmit to AUfiltor General" copy of order of court, 62 .•... , 
shall mak. certfllcAtes of apportionment to townships, 38 ..................•• 
sball make certified copy of decree annulling tax deed or certificate ot· sale, 

when, 7:1 .................. " .................................. , ......... . 
shall make certified copy of decree of sale and annex to Tax Record, 67., ... . 
aha II notlty 8uP<'rvlsor of stockholders In bank, 120 ....... , ................. . 
ahall present petition for d .. cree to clreult judge, 62 ••...••.•.•....•.•.•••••• , 
shall report asse .... ed valuation lind taxes I .. vled to Auditor General, 41. .... . 
.herlff's return of notice under S.c. 140 to be filed "'Ith, 140 ................ . 
supervisors shall take omelal notice of records In omce of, 38 ..... , ...•..•... 
to approve bond of county treasurer to Au<lltor General, 93 ..•.............. 
10 file 8tAtement of townfthlp et aJ. taxes, 36 ............................... .. 
to p~sent stat .. m .. nt of township et aJ. taxes to board of supervisors, 36 ..•... 
See "County Orncer •. " 

COUNTY OFFICER!>: 
compensation of and expen ..... Incurr~d by, paid by county, 00 .............. . 
rompensation or determined by board of 8upervlsors, 110 .............•...... 
I.,..,... by detault ot, chargeable to county, 91. ............................... . 
shall ftport tretf.paQ on State tall lands to county treasurer or sheriff. 113 ...• 
t'lSE". on land .. ,,·lthh~I" by realllon of error of. chargeable to county, 95 .....• 
SH ··Count,. Cl'}rk," "County Treasurer. II ··Omcers.·' 

COUNTY TAX: _ 
Auditor GenE-ral shull tron!!lmit v.-arrant for. when, 8 •..........•...........•• 
board 01 8upt."nril'OrB Jlhall dt:'termlne and apportion, 37 ..................... . 
Indebtedn" ... of rounty to State to, be levied In, ;jj ..•.•.......•••...•.••••..• 
Inte...,"t on belongs to county, "II ............................................ . 
1088 ot on abandoned lan.ls d .... d~ .. State borne by county, 130 ..............• 
...,tundlnlf of not required, wh~n, 1>6 ......................................... . 
refunding on Bf':'COunl or canC'eit"d sales of. char~ed back. when, 73 .......... . 
BUJ)(""'aor .. hall f:ntt!r In &eptlrate ("Olul~ln on roll, 39 .......................... . 
IIupervt80r .hall noU!)' townflhip t~a.Aurer ot. 43 ............................ .. 
township treuurer .. hall give (*()unty trt"88urer bond for, 43 ................. . 
town .. hip tre&l!lurer to pay to county treasurer, when. 42. M •............ ; ..• 
See "AaaeasmenL" . 
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268 GENERAL TAX LAW 

COUNTY TREASURER: Page 
advertisement and sale of lands heretofore under law of 1891 valid, but sub-

ject to the provi~ions of Sec. 98, 124 ......................... ,............ 170 
annual sale of State tax lands by, 79........................................ 138 
Auditor General may cancel deed made by, when, 124....................... 170 
Auditor General shall furnish with blanks, etc., at expense of State, 122.... 169· 
Auditor General shall furnish Jist of State tax lands to, 78.................. 137 
Auditor General shall notify of redemptions, when, 74...................... 134 
Auditor General shall transmit tax laws to, 121.............................. 168 
bond of township treasurer, to, 43................ ............... ............ 73 
bond of to Auditor General, conditions, sureties, 93.......................... 148 
bond of to Auditor General, how approved, 93.· ........ ~ . . .. .. . .. .. . . .. .. .. .. 148 
cause for removal of, 93........................... ................ ............ 148 
certificate to Auditor General that tax is paid, 98a............................ 155 

. collection fee added to taxes returned to, 89................................. 146 
c(Jllection fee paid to belongs to county, 89.................................. 147 
Commissioner of State Land Oftlce shall furnish with list of part paid and 

homestead lands, 92 .................................................. ,... 148 
Commissioner of State Land Oftlce shall notify when homesteader has per-

fected title, 133 ........... :............................................... 181 
compensation of for certain services, 110..................................... 164 
compensation of under requirements of Sec. 123· to be allowed by board of 

li!upervisors, 123 ...................................... ................ .... 170 
compensation of under requirements of Sec. 123 to ba paid by' county, 123.... 170 
continuance of sale by, 70..................................... ............... 112 
copies of papers publishing order and petition to be furnished to, 66........ 101 
deeds heretofore issued by valid, 124........................................ 170 
deeds issued by, Auditor General may cancel, when, 124...................... 170 
delinquent taxes may be paid to before day of sale, 106...................... 162 
duty of to prosecute for failure to pay bid for delinquent itax lands, 70....... 112 
expense on taxes voluntarily paid to, 89..................................... 147 
failure of to execute bond as required by Auditor General cause for removal, 

93 ........................................................................ 148 
failure of to make proper entry and return of taxes received, penalty for, 116 167 
funds receivable by for delinquent taxes, 70................................. 112 
land unsold by reason of failure to offer treated as bid to State, 68.......... 111 
may direct appeal from circuit court to supreme court, 67 .... ;.............. 109 
may disregard bid for delinquent tax land, when, 70.......................... 112 
may receive taxes after returned by township treasurer, 58................. 93 
may require immediate payment of purchaser of delinquent tax land, 70...... 112 
monthly statement of Auditor General to, of taxes paid State Treasurer and 

lands bid to State sold, 88............................................... 146 
payment of amount of·decree appealed from to, 67....... ...... .............. 109 
payment of redemption to, 74.... ............ ......... ............. .......... 134 
payment of taxes to by person having part interest, 53....................... 87 
payment of taxes to, when, 59............................................... 95 
prosecuting attorney shall advise without charge, 100........................ 160 
refusal or neglect of to file bond to Auditor General, 94...................... 149 
register of deeds shall require certificate of, or of Auditor Gener;jl.l, before 

filin·g or recording certain instruments of conveyance, 135.............. 181 
re-offer by, of parcels of delinquent tax lands. unsold, 70..................... 113 
report of sale, to Auditor General, what to contain, 70....................... 113 
report of sale, to clerk of court, when and how made, 70,................... 113 
sale of delinquent tax lands under decree, 70................................ 112 
shall bid delinquent tax land to State, when, 70............................. 113 
shall certify to correctness of statement of delin!luent taxes returned by town-

ship treasurer, 55 ................ ;. ".0..................................... 91 
shall charge tax€·s to township. when, 95..................... ................. 149 
shall compare statement of delinquent taxes with tax roll, 55........ ..•...... 90 
shall credit townships. with taxes reported by Commissioner of State' Land 

Oftlce as paid, 103...................... .................... ................ 161 
shall declare bid for delinquent tax' land canceled, wh.:m, 70................. 112 
shall distribute and post order and petition. when, 64....................... 101 
shall endorse settlement on bond of township treasurer. 56.................. 92 
shall enter in Tax Record, interest sold, name and address of purchaser of 

delinquent tax land, 70................................................. 113 
shall 'enter in Tax Record r",demption certificate, 74......................... 134 
shall examine notices published, 66.......................................... 102 
shall execute bond to Auditor General for State money, 93................... 148 
shall notify owners of delinquent tax, 61a ........ :.......................... 97 
shall expose each parcel in decree separately, 70............................ 112 
shall file aftldavit of posting and distribution of order and petition, 64...... 101 
shall file report of sale of delinquent tax land with county clerk, when, 70.... 113 
shall file statement of delinquent taxes, 55.................................. 91 
shall forward to Auditor General transcript of lands returned delinquent, 

when, 57 . ......... ...... ...... ............ ................ ........ ....... 93 
shall furnish copies of records. etc., as required by Auditor General, 123.... 170 
shall furnish supervisors with lists of part paid and licensed homestead· lands, 

when, 92 ................................................................. 148 
shall turnish township clerk with tax laws, 121 ............................. :. 169 
shall give purchaser certificate of sale of delinquent tax lands, 71............ 123 
shall give township treasurer statement of delinquent taxes returned, and 

unpaid taxes on personal property, 55.................................... 91 



INDEX. 

COUNTY TREASURER.-Con. 
ehall give towru;hip treasurer statement of personal taxes uncollected. with 

warrant for collection. 56 ............................................... . 
shall give township treasurer statement at taxes rejected. 55 ............... . 
shall Issue and record certiftcates at sale at State tax lands, 81. ............ . 
shall Issue duplicate receipts tor taxes received, 58 ................. ' ........ .. 
ahall Issue redemption certiftcates in duplicate, 74 .......................... . 
ahall Issue warrant tor collection at trespass, 156 ..........................• 
sball make detailed statement to township and city treasurers (except In 

Kent), 87 ............................................................... . 
shall make entry of payment of taxes to State and of sales of land bid to 

State, 88 ............................................................... .. 
sball make quarterly statement of accounts between county and townships 

and render to township treasurers, 87 ................................... . 
shalI make quarterly statement to townships and cities at local taxes col-

lected, 87 ................................................................ . 
shall make retul'n to Commissioner ot State Land Office at taxes paid on 

homestead and part paid State lands, when, 102 .........••............. 
ahall make transcript at lands returned delinquent, 57 ............•.•........ 
aha II not payor credit delinquent city and village taxes until received, 107 .. 
ahall note on Tax Record sales made by Auditor General, 88 ..............•. 
ahall notify supervisors at abandoned lands deeded to state, 130 .............• 
shall notify township clerks of statements and payments to township treas-

urers, 87 ................................................................ . 
shall otrer State tax lands at annual tax sales, 78 .......................... . 
shall pay money collected tor State tax to Statll on .Jan. 15 and every 30 days 

thereatter until settlement tor March quarter, 87 ....................... . 
shall pay money due State quarterly, 87 ..................................... . 
shall pay money due township to township treasurers quarterly, 87 ......... . 
• hall present statement of rejected taxes to board at supervisors, 96 ....... . 
shall receipt for, file and keep bond of township treasurer, 43 ...........•.... 
.hall receipt to township tre .... urer tor money paid over, 55 ................ . 
ahall record township treasurer's return of delinquent taxes, 57 ............ .. 
shall refuse bid tor State tax lands, when, 80 .............................. .. 
.hall reject tax on lands erron<!ously assessed, when, 55 .................... .. 
shall report aales at delinquent tax lands to Auditor General, when, 70 .••••.• 
shall re-aell delinquent lands, when, 70 .................................... .. 
shall return to Auditor General transcript of lands returned delinquent for 

1891 and 1892, 123 ......................................................... . 
shall select place for sale of lands for taxes, 70 ............................. . 
shall sell delinquent tax lands to whom, 70 ................................ .. 
shall sell no gre'lter Interest In delinquent tax lands than sufficient to pay 

taxes, etc., 70 .......... ; ................................................ . 
shall serve on supervisor list at lands deeded to State, 130 .................. . 
shall aerve on supervisor list of homestead lands deeded, 133 .............. .. 
ahowlng made to satlstactlon of, on redemption, 74 ........................... . 
statement and settlement at account by Auditor General, 87 ........•....... 
to approve bond at town.hlp treasurer tor State and county taxes, 43 ..•••••• 
town.hlp clerk shall notlty at appointment of township treasurer, 50 ..••..•... 
township treasurer to pay State and county taxes to, when, 42, 54 ...•...... 
when shall commence sale of delinquent tax lands, 70 ...•••••••••••• : ••..•• 

COUNTY TREASURER'S WARRANT: 
to townahip treasurer for collection of delinquent taxes on personal property, 

116 •••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •• , ••••••••• 
to sherll!! to collect trespass, 156 ............................................. . 

COURTS: ~ 
shall not hold tax Invalid tor Irregularity In any proceeding which does not 

p .... judlce property rights of person taxed, 99 ............................. . 
8~e "Circuit Court," "Supreme Court." 

CREDITORS: 
8tat~ment ot amount due each, 19 ....................................... · .... . 
statement ot residence of. 19 ....... , ........................................ . 

CREDITS: 
deduction at Indcbtednes8 from, 19 .................................... , ...... . 
.wom statement ot, 19 ........................................................ . 
taxable, when, 8 ............................................................. . 

DATES: 
when lI'enersl tax law and amendments took etrect ............. " ........... .. 

DECEASED PERSON: 
executor or administrator may assign cerUllcate of sale, 101 •••••••.•••••••••• 
pereanal property ot, how &88ened, 14 ...................................... .. 
real property ot. bow .... eoed. 3 ......................................... ". 
tax deed to. 101 ...................... : ........................................ . 
8f'e "Administrator," "Executor." 

DECREE: 
annulllnc certlftca te ot eale, certlfted copy at, 711 ..•....•...•..•.....••••• , •.. , 
annulllnll' certlftcate, certlfted copy at, 75 ................................... . 
annulling eertlftcate of aale, aubject of record, 711 .......................... .. 
tor value ot Improvements made by dispossessed purchaser. 73 .•...••••.•• , ••• 
8M "Courta." "Decree of Sale." ' 

:t>ECREE 011' SALE: 
appeal trom, when aIlowed. trr .............................................. .. 
form of, 67 ...••...•.•.••..•.••.•.•............•...••...•....................• 
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DECREE OF SALE.-Con. Page 
petition 'of Auditor General for, 61............................................ 96 
shall be considered a several decree, 66...................................... 103 
shall be entered in chancery record, 67...................................... 108 
when made, 66, 67 .... · ......................................................... 103, 108 

DEEDS: . 
Auditor. General may issue on request, in place of deed issued by county 

treasurer, 124....................................... ............... ......... 170 
certain excepted from provisions of Section 135, 135.......................... 182 
certificate of paYment of taxes required before filing or recording certain, 135. . 181 
fee for second, 83 ............................... ~ .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. • 139 
for delinquent tax lands, Auditor General shall issue, when, 70, 72 .•........ 114, 124 
fer State tax lands, Auditor General shall issue, 82 ....... '.' .. .. ...•.• .. .. ... 139 
for State tax lands, convey what, 84........................................ 140 
for State tax lands, effect of, 82............................... .................. 139 
issued on affidavit of loss of certificate, when, 72, 83 .........•...•.......... 124,139 
made by Auditor General, entitled to record, 72............................ 124 
no annulment of after five years' possession, 73, 73a ..•..................... 130, 133 

'of abandoned State tax lands to State, by Auditor General, 127................ 172 
of abandoned State tax lands to State, by Auditor General, recording of, 128.. 174 
purchaser of State tax lands shall receive, 84................................ 140 
second issue of, by Auditor General, when, 83.............................. 139 
second of same effect as first, 83.............................................. 139 
second shall recite loss, etc., of first, 83 ..................................... ;. 139 
shall be evidence in contest of title, 77,' 86 .................................... 137,143 
shall convey absolute title to delinquent tax lands, 72........................ 124 
to homesteader for abandoned Sfate tax land deeded State, 131.............. 177 
to State to discharge levy, 47........................................... ..... 81 
when executed to widow of homestead entry may, 130a........................ 175 
See "Quit Claim Deeds," "Tax Deeds," "Title." 

DEFAULT: 
of county officers, losses by, chargeable to county, 91, 95 ............•.....•. 147, 149 
of State officers, losses by chargeable to State, 91.............................. 147 
of township officers, losses by chargeable to township, 91, 95 .................. '147,149 

DEFECTIVE RECORDS OR PROCEEDINGS: • , 
board of supervisors may cause to be corrected, 37.......................... 64 
board of supervisors may refer to prosecuting attorney, 37.................. 64 
shall not affect validity of tax, etc., provided, etc., 99 ................. :...... 156 

DELINQUENT TAXES: 
all proceedings relative to, to be under this act, 124 ......................... .. 
charter provisions relative ~o, to govern in cities and villages, when, 107 ..... . 
cities and villages may provide for return of on real property to county treas-

urer, 108 ................................................................. . 
county treasurer may receive payment of, 58 ........•••.••.•.•.....•..••......• 
county treasurer shall forward to Auditor General certified transcript ot, 57 .. 
county treasurer shall make transcript of township treasurer's return of, 57 .. 
duties of Auditor General relative to returns and records of, for 1891 and 

1892, 123 ................................................................. . 
expense of return of to county treasurer paid by townships, ,90 ..........••..• 
lands returned for, ,subject to sale, etc., when, 60 ..................•••...•••• 
may be pll.ld by county treasurer or State treasurer before day of sale, 106 ..•. 
no sale for while held invalid, 67 ........................................... . 
of 1891 and 1892, return of to Auditor General, 123 ........................... . 
part payment of shall not stay proceedings as to part unpaid, 106 ....•....•.• 
petition for decree of sale for, 61. ................ '.' ..... '" .................. . 
return of by township treasurer to county treasurer, 55 .................... .. 
See "Delinquent Tax Lands." 

DELINQUENT TAX LANDS: 

170 
162 

164 
93 
93 
93 

169 
147' 

95 
162 
109 
169 
162 

96 
91 

action.of ejectment or trespass on, 86........................................ 143 
cities and villages may provide for judicial sale of, when, 108................ 164 
county treasurer shall give certificate of sale of, 71. . . . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . • • . . . . . . . • 123 
county treasurer shall report sale·of to Auditor General when confirmed, 70.... 113 
county treasurer shall report sale of to county clerk, 70...................... 113 
dispOSition of proceeds of sale of, 70, 136 ...................................... 114,183. 
injunction for waste on, 115................................................ 167 
loss of certificate by purchaser of, 72 ................................... : .. .. .. • 124 
objection to sale of, limit, 70 ...................... ;........................... 113 
purchase of prior to 1894, 136 .............................................. ;. 183 
purchase money for, refunded by Auditor General, when, 98.................. 152 
purchaser of entitled to deed, when, 70, 136 ................................ 113,183 
purchaser' of may recover for improvements .on, when, 73.................... 130 
purchaser of must purchase same description of State tax land, 70............ 114 
purchaser of· shall be given certificate of s.ale, 70............ ................. 113 
redemption of, 74 .......................................................... :. 134 
sale of, 70, 71,72, 73 .................................................. 112,123,124,130 
sale of confirnlp.d, when, 70.................... ........ ..................... 113 
sale of, to be at county seat, 70............................................ 112 
setting aside sale of, 70 ........................................ ; .... :........ 113 
subject to. subsequent taxes, 70 .............. ; ..................... :......... 113 
when deeded to State, 127a ................................................. "... 11* 
See "Delinquent Taxes," "State Tax Lands." ' 
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DEHAND FOR TAXES: 
by mall, amount or tax and place or payment shall be stated. 46 ..••.•..•... 
collector In cities shall comply with charter provisions relative to. ,46 ••••..•••• 
ho ... made on corporations. and ... here. 46 ................................... . 
on ba.nk .toek, how made, 46 ......................................•.....•• ·" .... ,," 
townahlp treasurer may make by mail ... hen. ho .... 46 ............•..••..• ' •••• 

DEPO~;;!':~IP treasu.ooer IIhall make personal, ... hen, f,6 ................... : •••• ;: ••• ' 

deduction ot. In aBBe&IIment ot unincorporated banks, 19 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
statement ot. by bankers. 19 ............................................... , •• 
statement ot. by others. 19 ................................................... . 

DEPOT GROUNDS: 
See "RaIlroads." 

DEPUTIES: 
officers appointing responsible tor acts ot. 109 .•••••..••••••••.•••••••••.••• 
IIhall have same authority as po88eaaed by principal. 109 .........•......•....• 

DEPUTY AUDITOR GENERAL: 
See "Auditor General." "Deputies." 

DEPUTY COUNTY TREASURER: 
bond ot county treasurer to Include. 93 ..................................... . 
See uDeputiea." 

DEPUTY TOWNSHIP TREASURER: 
bondsmen of townahlp treasurer liable tor acta ot. 111 ...••••••••••••••••••• _. 
coruoent ot bondsmen necessary to appointment ot. 111 •••.•••.....••••....•••• 
powers and duties ot. 111 ................................................... . 
shall be paid by township treasurer. 111 ..................................... . 
See "Deputies." 

DESCRIPTION: 
when erroneoUII taxes to be charged back, 73 .............................. .. 
See "Lands." 

DEVISES: 
asaeasment ot real property to, II .................................. ; ....... .. 

DIA.l40NDS: 
statement ot, 19 ............................................................. . 

DISABILITY: 
ot township treasurer, township board shall appoint new treasurer. 60 •..••• 

DISTRESS AND SALE: 
adverse c1alm for surplull. f,9 ................................................. . 
balance of proceeds, disposition ot, f,7 ........................................ .. 
collector's tees tor, is ....................................................... . 
levy ot tax by. f2 ............................................................ .. 
notice of Bale. f,7 .......................................................... .. 
sale tor teell. 48 ............................................................. . 

DISTRIBUTION or ESTATE: 
notice of. II. 14 ......................... d ...... ............................. .. 

DOCKYARD: 
..-ment ot torest products In. U ......................................... . 
personal property ot non-resident In. Ii ..................................... . 

DOCKS: 
...eaament ot torest products on. Ii ........................................ .. 

DOGSo:wned by marine companies. 19 .............................................. .. 

statement ot. 111 .............................................................. . 
DOKisT\"C ~;l~~ ~n &8IIeBIIment roll. 26 (Superseded) ..•...•...••••••.••.•••• 

statement of. 19 ............................................................... . 
See "Cattle," "))01'8:' "Horeea,.' "Live Stock," uMules," "Sheep," "Swine." 

DRAIN TAX: 
board ot supervisors shall direct epread upon roll. 37 ••••••••.••••••••••••••••• 
board of supervisors IIhall examine relative to. 37 •••.•••••••••••••••••••••••• 
township clerk ahaIl turnlah eupervlaor statement ot moDey to be ralsed 

by. 36 ..................................................................... . 
DUPLICATE RECEIPTS: 

county clerk shall forward to Auditor General .... hen. liS •••••••••••••••••••••• 
county treasurer .hall luue aDd county clerk countersign. etc., . liS •••••••••••• 
See ··Reeeotpt." 

DUPLICATE REDEKPTION CERTIFICATES: 
to be torwarded to Auditor General. 74 ..................................... . 
See "R~demptlon C~rtlncate." . 

EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS: 
personal property ot exempt, when. II ....................................... . 
"""l property of exempt, when, ., ........................................... .. 

EFFE~~~ without State taxable .... hen, 8 .................................... .. 
taxable as persoDal property, 8 .............................................. .. 

&JE~::.~::!i. acaIDBt homesteader. IImltaUon and conditions. 131 •••••••••••••••• 
Auditor o..neral may be defendant In acUon of. 86 ......................... . 
State to def~nd ... h~n brought .... alDBt homesteader, 131 ..................... . 

ELECTRIC LIGHT COMPANIES: 
pel'8Onal property ot, 8 •.•.......•........•••......• , •.•...•.••••••••••••••• If· 
See "CerporaUonB." . ' 
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ELECTltIC RAILROAD COMPANIES: 
personal property of, 8 ....................................................... . 
See uCorporations." 

Page 
25 

ELEVATORS: " 
EQU~~~":i'JN~,and of contents, 19 ..........•.. ·······•····•···•·•· .. ·:·· .. ·: .. ·.j~!IJ;~ 

by board ot supervisors, 34....................... ............... .......... ..... 55 
certificate of, 34............................... ...... .......... ............... 56 
record ot, 34............... ............... ........ ...................... ....... 55 
signing certificate of. 34................. ...................................... 56 

ERROR: 
See "Default. I' "Loss. II 

ESTATE: 
of deceased persons. assessment of, 3 ....................................... . 
of deceased person. notice of division of. 3 ................................ .. 
See "Administrator," "Devisee," "Executor," "Incompetent Persons." 

EVIDENCE: '. 
admlssibllty of In hearing of petition tor decree of sale against delinquent tax 

17 
17 

land. circuit court shall decide, 66 .............................. , ........... 102 
in contest of title. deeds. etc •• shall be, 77, 86 ................................. 137.143 
in suit for recovery of tax on personal property. tax roll shall be. 47... .. . . .. . 81 
of title. tax deed shall be, 72................................................ 124 
on hearing of petition for decree of sale of delinquent tax lan,d shall be taken 

in open court. 66 ........................................................ . 
receipt for tax shall be. l'iS ................................................. .. 
records. statements and certificates provided for in act shall be, 99 ......•..• 
record of notice shall be. when. 142a ............................... ~ ......... . 
shall be written down and filed. when. 66 .................... ; ............. . 
statement ot property may be used as, when. 20 ..••.•.....•..• ; .............. . 
township treasurer's statement of personal property removed shall be. 48 ..... . 

EXECUTION UPON· JUDGMENT: . 
collection of. 48 .............................................................. . 
for improvements on tax lands, 73 .......................... · ..... _ ........ . 
for taxes no property 'exempt from. 48 .•.. ~ .................................. . 
See uJudgment. 1I 

• 

EXECUTOR: 
assessment to. of personal property, 14 ...................................... . 
may take reconveyance"from purchaser for taxes. 141. ........................ . 
may be treated as owner of real property. 3 ................................ .. 
notice to of purchase for taxes, 140 .......................................... .. 
statement of money or personal property held as. 19 ...•..•.•.......•........• 
See "Administrator."· '. 

EXEMPTIONS: . '. 
by reason of payment ot specific tax. 11 ...................................... . 
of personal property. 9 ..................................................... . 
of real property. 7 ........................................... , .............. .. 
Soldiers' homesteads. 7 ... · ..................................................... . 
tax Imposed in disregard of, illegal, 76 ................................... . 
See "Personal Property." "Real Property." 

EXPENSE: . 
Incurred by county otllcers under this act shall be paid by county. 90 ....•• 
made by State otllcers. audited by Auditor General and paid out ot general 

tund, 90 ................................................................. .. 
of advertising, paid from proceeds of sale on warrant of Auditor General. 70 .• 
of examination of otllcers of corporations, 19 ..... , ......................... . 
ot levy to be paid by State in case land taxed Is deeded State, 47 ............. . 
ot publication ot tax laws. shall be audited and allowed by Board ot State 

Auditors. 121. ............................................................ . 
ot State otllcers under this act paid by State, 90 ............................. . 

relative to abandoned State tax land deeded State to be audited by Board 
of State Auditors, 134 .................................................. . 

relative to abandoned State tax land paid out of general fund. 134 ...•.....••• 
See ··Expenses." . . 

EXPENSES: 

102 
87 

156 
197 
102 
43 
84 

85 
130 
85 . 

33 
193 
17 

187 
42 

31 
29 
19 
20 

136 

147 

147 
114 
41 
81 

168 
147 

181 
181 

lien on lands for •. when attaches. 59. 89 .................... ; ................. 95,147 
payable with taxes. 59, 89, 138 .......................................... '" 95. 147. 184 
shall be Included In petition of Auditor General for decree. 61....... . . . • • • . • . • • 96 
See "Expense." -

EXTENSION OF TIME: 
FAMtt'f tp:gT'UUE~e:linquent taxes to Auditor General. 57 .•....•.•.••••...•.•.•.• 

FARJi~enipt. 9 ........................... ; .......................................... . 

personal property ot non-resident on. 14 ..................................... . 
FEES: . ' . 

for certified copy ot decree, etc .• 75 ........................................... . 
for deed to replace loss, 83 ................................................ .. 
of register of deeds for recording deeds on abandoned State tax lands deeded 
See ~,~~rie~~~ti· Fee.;,' .................... , ... , ............. : .... • ............. . 

FIRE COMPANIES: 
engines and Implements.ot. exempt. 9 ....................................... .. 

93 

29 

33 

136 
139 

174 

29 
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FIRE ENGINES: 
See "Fire Companies." 

FIRM: 
atatement or taxable property ot, 18 ....................................... . 

FIXTURES: • 
on buildings are real property, 2 ............................................. . 

FOREIGN CORPORATIONS: . 
aharea In taxable, 8 ............................................................ . 
See '·Corporation •. " 

FOREST PRODUCTS: 
uses.ment ot, 14, 15 ....................................................... . 
cutting and removal trom State tax lands unlawtul, 113 ..................... . 
distinctive marks on, 19 ..................................................... . 
In tranalt, to place within State, where assessed, 14, 15 ..................... . 
In transit, to place without the State, where and to whom assessed, 14 ..... . 
aelzure and aale ot when removed trom State tax lands, 113 .•........•..•.... 
statement ot, 19 ............................................................. . 
atatement or place ot destination, 19 .......................................... . 
See "Loge," "Lumber," etc. 

FOlUlS: 
Auditor General shall furnish to county clerks and county treasurers at ex-

penae ot State as made necessary by act, 122 .......................... .. 
ot companies' statement, 19 ................................................. . 
ot endorsement ot assessment roll, 30 ....................................... . 
ot final decree ot sale, 67 ............................................... : .. .. 
ot general atatement or taxable property, 19 ................................ .. 
ot "no taxable property" oath, 18 ........................................... . 
of notice by purchaser ot tax title, 140 ...................................... .. 
ot oath to atatement ot taxable property, 18 ................................. . 
of order of circuit Judge on filing ot petition or Auditor General tor decree 

otaale, 62 ................................................................. . 
ot pawnbroker's statement, 10 ............................... : ................ . 
ot statements or bankers and brokers, 19 .................. , ................ . 
or atatement ot vessel and marine property, 19 ............................... . 
See ·'Blank •. '· 

FRANCHISES: 
ot marine companies, 10 ..................................................... . 

FUEL: 
limit of exemption, 0 ......................................................... . 

FUNDS: 
deductions trom, 19 .................. , ........................................ . 
receivable at tax aales, 10 .................................................. .. 
statement ot, 19 ............................................................. . 
township treasurer shall keep distinct, 52 ................................... . 

FURNITURE: 
In churches exempt, 1 ......................................................... , 
See "Houaehold Furniture." 

GAS COMPANIES: 
personal property ot, 8 ....................................................... . 

GENERAL FUND: 
ot county, collection tee paid county treaeurer shall belong to, 89 •.•••.•••••••• 
ot State, collection tee paid Auditor General shall belong to, 89 •••••••••••••• 
ot State, coat of advertising paid from, 65 .................................. .. 
of State, compenaatlon and expense ot, levy to be paid trom In certain cases, 

.1 ......•..............................................•..••................ 
or State, e"pense .. Incurred relative to abandoned tax land deeded State 

paid trom, 1M ........................................................... . 
ot State, e"pene ... made by State omcers paid out of, 90 .............•.•.•.••• 
of State, fee for second deed belongs to. 83 ................................... . 
ot State, net procee<is or tax aalee placed to credit ot, 10 ................•• 
ot State. moneys received by Commissioner ot State Land Omce tor aban-

doned lands deeded State credited to. 1M ................................ . 
ot State, rerundlng from ror 8ales set aside, 13 ............................ .. 

GOLD PLATE: 
atatement ot, 19 ............................................................ .. 

GOODS: 
all taxable aa peraonal property, 8 ........................................... . 
situated without State taxable. 8 ............................................. . 
atatement of, both exempt and taxable, 19 ............ : ..................... .. 

GRAIN: 
In elevators. atatement ot, 19 ................................................ .. 
p<'rsonal property. 8 .. , ....................................................... .. 

GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC: . 
personal property of poats of, exempt, 9 .................................... .. 
.... RI estate exempt, 1 ........................................................ .. 

GRANTEES: . 
under last recorded deed, rights ot under Sec. 140 e. s., 141 ........•.•••.•.. '" 

GUARDIAN: . 
........ ment to, H. 24 ...................................................... .. 
may take reconveyance trom purchaser for taxe., 141 ....................... .. 
notice to ot purchase for taxes. 140 .......................................... .. 
statement ot money or personal property held, as, 19 •.••••......••.• ,.~ ••••••• 
when may be treated as owner of real property, B ........................... . 
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HEIJ;tS: 
assessment of real property to, 3 ................................•...•.....•• 
may take reconveyance from purchaser for taxes, 141 •...............•••••••• 
See "Deceased Persons," 'fEstate." 

HIGHWAY TAX: 
board of supervisors shaH direct spread upon roll, 37 ................•.•.....•• 
board of supervisors to examine relative to, 37 ............................... . 
to be in separate column on roll, 39 ........................................ .. 
township clerk to furnish supervisor statement of moneys to be raised by, 36 .. 
township treasurer shall retain, to be paid out· on order of highway commis-

sioner. 'when, 52 ............................. ' ............... eo ••••••••••• o. 

HOMES: . 
. See "Charitable Homes. ". 

HOMESTEADS: 
HO~S~~",G; LAWJ~i~n, 7 ........................................................ . 

Commissioner of State Land Office shaH furnish Auditor General and county 
treasurer statement of taxes paid on, when, 103 ......................... . 

Commissioner of State Land Office shaH furnish county treasurer list of cer-
tain, 92 .................................................................... . 

county treasurer shaH furnish supervisor list of certain, 92 ..•...•.••..••...• 
holder of interest in shaH pay taxes to State'Treaslirer, when, 102 •...•..••.•• 
interest on taxes on, 102 ..................................................... . 
no patent for made until taxes paid, 102 .................................... .. 
return to Commissioner of State Land Office of taxes paid on, 102 .•..........•. 
subject to sale and redemption for taxes,.when, 102 .•••.••.••••..••.••.•...•• 
when assessable, 4, 7 ........................................... · ............ . 
See "Abandoned Lands Deeded State." 

HORSES: 
one year old and under, exempt, 9 ........................................... . 

HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE: 
limit of exemption of, 9 ..................................................... . 

HOUSEHOLDER: 
personal property of, used in business, limit of exemption, 9 ...............•.. 

HOUSES OF PUBLIC WORSHIP: 
exempt, 7 ..................................................................... . 

HYDRAULIC COMPANIES: . . 
personal property of, 8 ..................................................... . 
See "Corporations." 

IDIOTS: 
cancellation of sale of lands of, when, 69 ......... " .......................... . 
lands of withheld from sale, when, 69 ......................................... . 
See "Incompetent Persons," 

ILLEGAL TAXES: . 
proceeds of sales for, refunded by Auditor General, when, 98 .•.•....•......•.• 
suit for recovery' of, 53 ....................................................... . 
what so held, 76 ............................................................. . 

IMPLEMENTS: . 
for extinguishing fire, exempt, when, 9 ..................................... . 
See "Farm Implements," "Mechanic," "Mechanical Implements," 

IMPROVEMENTS: 
on ·abandoned lands deeded to State, assessable as personal property, 132 ••.• 
on delinquent tax lands, purchaser to recover for, when, 73 .••.•.•.......•...•. 
on leased lands, taxable as personal property, when, 8 ....•.....•..•.•..•••••• 
purchaser of State tax lands entitled to recover for, if dispossessed, 104 ..•••. 

INCOMPETENT PERSONS: 
canceHation of sale of lands of, when, 69 ................................... . 
court may withhold land of from sale, when, 69 ............................ .. 
notice of purchase for taxes to trustee, etc .. 140 ................................ . 
personal property of, how assessed, 14 ....................................... . 

INDEBTEDNESS: . . 
certain, of incorporations, 19 ................................................ .. 
conditions for deduction from credits, 19 ................................... . 
deduction for, whell, 8, 9, 19.............................................. 24, 
statement of, 19;·' ........................................................... . 
upon· vessels, 19 ...................................... ; ...................... . 
See "Credits." 

INDIANS NOT CITIZENS: 
,,' property of exempt, 9 ....................................................... . 

INFANTS: . 
cancellation of sale of lannsof, when, 69 ................................... . 
lands of, withheld from sale, when, 69 ....................................... . 
See "Incompetent Persons," "Minor Heirs." 

INFORMALITY: 
-in assessinent, etc., shall not Invalidate tax, 99 ........................... . 

INJUNCTION: .' 
. none shall Issue to stay proceedings for assessment or collection of taxes, 114 .• 

to restrain waste, holder of certificate of sale entitled to, lUi ..••.•••.•....•..• 
to restrain waste, county treasurer entitled to,. 157 ....•.••••.•.......•...•.• 
See "Courts." 

INSANE PERSONS: 
. canceHation of sale of land of, when, 69 ..................................... . 

land of; withheld from sale, when, 69 ....................................... ; 
See "Incompetent ;persons.'~ 
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INSURANCE COMPANIES: 
exception ot. 19 ..............................•..........•................•..• ~ 
what property ot taxable. 11 ..........................••............•....... 

INSURANCE RATE: 
ot ve_Is. 19 .•............•................•...................•••......•... 

INTEREST: 
In lands. how assessed. 6 ...••.•.....•.......••...••.••.•...••••.••....••..•••• 
In lands. no greater sold than sufficient. 70 ..•.•................••••...•••••• 
In part paid State lands. personal property. how assessed. 4 ...............••. 
ot Individuals In State or United States lands. 8 ................•...•......... 
See "Interest on Taxes:' 

INTEREST ON TAXES: 
amount ot. entered on Tax Record. 61. .••••........•...•••••.....•••••••.•••• 
computation ot In petition tor decree. 61 ................................•.•... 
computed trom March 1st atter assessed. 59 ................................... . 

Page 
40 
31 

41 

18 
112 
18 
25 

97 
96 
95 

ION ot when taxes ot 1890 or prior years are paid under Sec. 138 to be borne 
proportionately. 138. .............................•.......•.•..•........•.•• 184 

on delinquent tax lands continues a lien until paid. 70...................... t13 
on purchase money ot tax sales. refunded when. 98. .. . .. . .. .. . . .. .. . . .. . ... .. . 152 
on redemption. 74............................................................ 134 
on State tax lands. 78. 84 •......•......••..•...••••••..••••.•.••••.••••••.••• 137. 139 
paid State. county and township In proportion to rights. 89................ 146 
rate ot. 59. 89................................................................ 95. 146 

INVAtit'~~~~n ot Taxes." "Delinquent Taxes." "State Tax Lands." 

80 held. when. 99 ..•.•••••.••••••••••••.•••..••••••••••••......•••••••••••.•• 
INVESTMENTS: 

In another State. not taxable when permanent. 8 ....•..................•.... 
IRREGULARITIES: 
JEWEli',Ri8:e8Sment. etc.. shall not Invalidate tax. 99 ..•••.••••.•••...•..•.•••••••• 

statement of. 19 ............................................................. . 
JOINT ASSESSMENT: . 

to hel ... or devisees. 3 ....................................................... . 
JOINT TENANTS: 

See "Tenant. In Common." 
JUDGE OF PROBATE: 
JUDGt.:.~fl'T~ve bond ot county treasurer to Auditor General. 93 ................... . 

certltled copy ot. 75 .......................................................... . 
tor Improvements on tax lands. 73 ........................................... . 
See "Execution," ·'Courts.·· 

JUDICIAL SALE: 
for taxes. cities may provide tor. lOS ....................................... . 
See "Tax Sale." 

JURISDICTION: 
of circuit court In matter ot petition tor sale. 66 ............................. . 
taxes Imposed without. Illegal. 76 ........................................... . 
taxes Imposed without. provision relative to. 98 ......•..•................•.•• 
See "Circuit Court." "Courtll." 

LAND CONTRACTS: 
certltlcate of pa7lllent of taxe. required before IiUng or recording. 135 ....... . 
for abandoned lands deeded State. 132 ..................................... . 

LAND PATENTS: 
provision relative to recording. 135 ........................................... . 

156 

24 

156 

42 

17 

148 

136 
130 

184 

102 
136 
152 

181 
181 

182 
LANDS: 

adJoining. asse.Aed together. when. 25......................... ............... 48 
bid to State In contravention ot law. provision relative to. 139.................. 185 
bid to State. taxable. 70...................................................... 114 . 
contiguous. when to be assesoed •• one parcel. 24............................ 45 
deeded to State to discharge levy tor taxes. 47................................ 81 
court may aeparate, when, 66................................................. 103 
erroneous or detective description ot. 55...................................... 91 
how described on assessment roll. 25............. .......... .............. ..... 48 
may be described as known. 25. ................ .......... .............. ..... 48 
of railroad companle. not adjoining tracks. assessable. 7.................... 19 
Clwned by counties. municipalities and school dlstrlctll. exempt. when. 7........ 19' 
posseNlon by writ of assistance. 72. 137. 140 .••••.•.••.....•.........•.. 124. 183. 186 
reconveyance ot under Sec. 140. 140. 141 .................................... 187. 193 
redemption of from .ale. 7................................................... 134 
returned under prior la..... provision tor sale. 138.......................... 184 
.ale ot tor tall llens. when. 60........... .................. .......... ......... 95 
aubJect to taxation, unlee. expressly-exempted. 2.............................. 16 
tax deed conveys absolute title to. 72........................................ 124 
undivided Interest In. how a8seNed. 6....... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. • 18 
used for public parks. exempt. when. 7...................................... 19 
See "Abandoned Landa Deeded State." "Homeetead Land .... "Part Paid State 

Landa." "Real Property." "State Tax Lands." 
LATH: 

where asse.sable. 15 .......................................................... . 
LEASED LANDS: 

buildings on. ta1l&ble as personal property .... hen. 8 .•...•.•......•...••.••.••• 

86 

25 
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LEVY: • 
release of on deeding,to state lands. 407 • ....................................... 
See uSeizure and Sale:~ 

LEVY OF TAXES: 
presumed legal. 99, ......................................................... .. 
See e'Assessment." 

LIABILITY: 
for false statement In affidavit filed with Auditor General. 72 .••. ; ........•.• 
of purchaser of delinquent tax lands for other taxes. 70 •••••••••••••.••.••••. 
of register of deeds for instrument recorded in violation of provisions of 

Section 135. 135 ......................................................... . 
ot sureties on county treasurer's bond. tor deputy. etc .• 93 •••••••••••••••••••• 
of sureties on township treasurer's bond for deputy, etc .• 111. .•...•.••..•.••.• 
of sureties on township treasurer's bond. for incorrect returns. 56. 112 ..•..• 

LIBRARIES: 
real property ot, exempt. 'When., 7 ...................................... ; .... . 

LIBRARY: 
of individual or family. exempt. 9 ........................................... . 

LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS: ' 
personal property of .. exempt, when. 9 ....................................... . 

LICENSED HOMESTEAD LANDS: 
See "Abandoned Land Deeded State." "Homestead Lands." 

'LIEN: 
for expenses on delinquent lands, 59 ......................................... . 
for improvements on lands dispossessed of, 104 ............................... . 
for taxes not pr~judlced by withholding from sale by court, 69 ••••••• ; •••.•••• 
on delinquent tax lands, right of State to enforce, 60 ....... : ................. . 
on personal property, taxes take 'precedence ot all others, 40 ••••••.••.•••••• 
payment of decree discharges, 67 ........................................... . 
sale for subsequent taxes does not destroy, when, 136 ....................... . 
taxes and charges constitute, 40 ............................................. . 

LIVE STOCK: ' 
under certain ages exempt, 9 .................................................. . 
where and to whom assessed, 14 .............................................. . 
See "Domestic Animals," . 

LOCAL IMPROVEMENTS: 
real property of railroad companies subject to assessment for, 7 ...•.•••.• , .•.•• 

LOCATION: 
of personal property, change of, 17 ......................................... . 
to be considered in assessment, 27 .......................................... .. 
See "Assessment," "Personal Property." 

LOGS: ' 
, cutting and removal from State tax land unlawful, 113 ................ ' ....... . 

seizure and sale of when removed from State tax land. 113 •••••••..•.•.•.••• 
statement of, 19 ..... , ....... , .............................................. .. 
supervisor to ascertain amount of, 16 ....................................... . 
where assessable, 14, 15 .................... , .................................. . 
See "Forest Products." 

LOSS: 
by detault ot county officers In'discharge ot duties chargeable to county, 91 .. 
by default of State officers In discharge of duties chargeable to State, 91. ..• 
by default of township officers in discharge of duties chargeable to town-

ship, 91 ................................................................... . 
See • 'Interest," ·'Taxes." 

LOTS: , 
acreage ot certain, not specified, 24 ...... ; .................................. . 
contiguou!l, when to be '!ossessed as one parcel, 24 •...•.....•. , .•. , .•••••.•••.•• 
g::C;!f.~~ds:f on assessment roll, 25 ........................................ .. 

LUMBER: 
statement ot, 19 ...................................... ; ...................... . 
;:ee~~F~:::~s:~~~u:t~·.;; •............••.••.••.•..•.•.•....••.•..•.•••••.•.•.•.• 

MACHINE SHOP: 
See "Railroad Companies." 

MACHINERY: 
, statement 'of, 19 ......................... , .......... ; ........................ .. 
MAIN~e:e "Mechanical Implements and Tools." 

of lighting and water companies, 8 ......................................... .. 
~FACTORY: ' 
MARI~Eso~RbW~ft~~ ot non-resident In. 14 ..................................... . 

statement of, 19 ................................................................ . 
See "Boats," "Maritime Commerce," ·'Ships." . 

MARITIME COMMERCE: 
personal property of certain corporations engaged In, where assessed, 11. •.. , • 

MARKET VALUE: , . 
of stock, statement ot, 19 ..................................................... . 

MECHANIC: • ' 
working tools of, limit ot exemption, 9 .................................... .. 

MECHANICAL IMPLEMENTS AND TOOLS: 
statement of, 19 .............................................................. . 
See ·'Mechanic." 
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156 

124 
114 

181 
148 
165 

92,165 

19 

29 

28 

95 
161 
111 

95 
71 

109 
183 

71 

29 
33 

19 . 

37 
50 

165 
165 

42 
37 

34, 36 

147 
147 

147 

45 
45 
48 

42 
36 

42 

25 

33 

40 

31 

39 
29 

42 
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MERCHANDISE: 
statement ot. 111 .............................................................. . 

KILITARY ORGANIZATIONS: 
armories belong to exempt. when. 7 ......................................... . 

MILL: 
_ent ot torest products In. 14 .......... : ............................. .. 
personal property of non-resident iD.l' ....................................... . 

MINERALS: . 
MINES~lue of to be considered In assessment. 27: .................................. . 

peraonal property of non-resident In. 14 ..................................... . 
MINO~alii'k~~ considered In assessment of real property. 27 ...................•.• 

cancellation ot 8ale ot lands of. when. 69 ..................................... . 
landa of withheld from sale. when. 69 ....................................... . 
when entitled to tax homestead deed. 130b ................................... . 
widow. 130a ................................................................. . 

MINORS: 
See· "Incompetent Persons," "Minor Heirs." 

MISDEMEANOR: 
failure to make entry and return of tax paid. 117 .......................... .. 
violation of Section 135 by register of deeds. 135 ............................ .. 
.... Ilful misstatement with iDtent or effed to evade taxation. 120 •••••••••••••••• 
wilful neglect or refusal. etc .• 21. 120 ...................................... .. 
Wilfully erroneous usessment or review. 116 ..................••...••.•.••..•• 
See "Penalty." 

MONEYS: 
advanced by pawnbroker. 19 ...... ; ........................................... . 
deduction from. 19 ........................................................... . 
held In trust. statement of. 19 .............................................. .. 
paid before appeal from decree of sale. credit of when tax held valid. 67 ..... . 
paid Auditor General as required before suit to set aside determlnatlon as to 
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Page 
42 

19 

34 
34 

50 

33 
50 

112 
111 
176 
175 

167 
182 
168 

44.168 
167 

40 
39 
39 

108 

abandoned State tax land or homestead entry. disposition of. 127. 131.. 172. 178 
paid county treasurer by township treasurer. receipt for. M ••............. ~ . • 91 
received at tax sale8. disposition of. 70.............. ........ ...... .......... 114 
received by Commissioner of State Land OtHce tor lands homesteader paid 

Stste Treasurer. 1M ..................................................... . 
received for tax homestead lands aold to be credited to State. count)' and 

township In proportion to taxes ot each. 131. ........................... .. 

::~e~e~n:. ~~: .~::::.' .. :::: ..•.. ':: .. : .•..• ':. ':::.' •. : ..•..•• ': .• :: •.••••••..•.••..•••••..•.•..... ':. ':.'. ':.' .. ~~: 
to be raised In townshlpa by taxation. statement of. township clerk shall 

make and deliver to supervisor. supervisor shall deliver to county clerk. 
county clerk shall lay before board of supervisors. 36 .............•.... 

.... hat aaaessable to banker •• etc .• 19 ................................... ~ ..... . 
MONUMENT GROUNDS: 

"xempt.1 .................................................................... .. 
MORTGAGEE: 

right of under Sec. 140 e. B •• 141 ............................................. . 
MORTGAGES: 

not dlllCharg"d by tax title reeonveyed under Sec. 140. when. 141. .......... . 
statement of credits secured by on lands In other states. 19 .................• 

MULES: 
under one year old exempt. II .............................................. .. 

MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS: 
real property of exempt ..... hen. 7 ............................................ .. 
See .. Cltle .... "Villages." 

NATIONAL BANKS: 
share In exempt. 8 ........................................................... .. 

NATURAL GAS COMPANIES: 
penonal property of. 8 ....................................................... . 

NAVIGATION COMPANIES: . 
personal property of certain. where assessed. 11 ......................•.•...•• 
statement by otHcers of. 19 ................................................... . 
See "Marine Property." . 

NEGLECT: 
flee "Wilful Neglect or Refoaal." 

NEWSPAPERS: 
designation. limitations. 63 ................................................. . 
directions for publishing order and petition In. 00 ........ , ..................... . 
proprietor shall furnish Auditor General and county treasurer copies con-

taining order and petition. 1ItI .......................................... .. 
publication of order and petition In. 63 ...................................... .. 
publlcation ot subsequent sale In. '70 ......................................... . 
publisher to accept deslgnatjon ..... hen. 63 .................................. .. 
publishing order and petition. Auditor General shall designate .... hen. 63 .••• 
See "Adv"rtisln..:." "Publlcatlon." 

NON-RESIDENT OWNER: 
certain foreet product belonging to. how asseased. 14 ................•..•.....• 
p<'rsonal property of. where aaaessabl". if.: ................................ .. 

NOTICE: 
eoat of' notice to d"lInquent taxpayers. 61a ................................. .. 
from pureh .... r of tax title to certain parties. form of. 140 ................. . 

181 

177 
41. 42 

24 

60 
39 

19 

193 

193 
41 

29 

19 

25 

25 

31 
40 

100 
101 

102 
100 
114 
100 
100 

34 
34 

98 
187 
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NOTICE.-Con. 
from purchaser of tax title to certain parties how served, 140 ............... . 
of appeal to Supreme Court from decree of sale, 67 ............•......•...... 
of distribution of estates. 14 ................................................ . 
of proceedings for sale of lanqs, 66 ........................................ .. 
of time and place of review of assessment rolls ·by State Tax Commis-

Page 
187 
109 

33 
101 

sioners, 173, 174 ......................... ; ................................ 202,204 
of sale of personal property seized for taxes, 47............................. 80 
of sale of State tax land, Auditor General shall cause published, 79......... 138 
personal, publication of order and petition equivalent to, '66.... .. . .. .. .. .. .. . 102 
to county treasurer of redemptions at office of Auditor General, 74.... ....... 134 
to delinquent taxpayers, 58, 61a.............................................. 93, 97 
to prosecuting attorney. of contest, 66....................................... 102 

I See "Publication, It --Statements." 
NURSERY STOCK: 

assessable as personal property, 8 .......................................... . 
OATH: 

torm of to sworn statements, 18 .......................................... ~ ... 
member of board ot review may administer. 30.; ......................... : .. 
See "Afftdavit," "Oath ot Office," "Sworn Statement .. , 

OATH OF OFFICE: 
members of board at review appointed in cities shall take, 107 ............ ,. 
members ot board of review shall take, 28 ................................. .. 
members and secretary of Board of State Tax Commissioners shall take, 147 

OCCUPANT: . 
of real property, assessment to, 3.· .......................................... . 
at real property of corporations, assessment to, 5 .......•.......•..........•. 
when name of to be entered on assessment roll, 24 .......................... . 

OFFICE: 
of corporations, 11 .......................................................... . 
of marine companfes, 11, 19 .................................................. . 

OFFI~~~~~al property of non-resident in, 14 ..................................... . 

compensation of, 90 .......................................................... . 
failure to ent.er and return taxes received by. penalty for, 117 ............... . 
in cities, common council to determine compensation of, 110 ......•......•.... 
of bank, statement by, 19 ................................................... . 
of companies ann corporations, statement by. 19 ............................ . 
of county, board of supervisors shall determine compensation of tor certain 

services, 110 ............................................................ . 
retusal of to make report, 19 ............................ , .................. .. 
responsible tor acts at deputies, 109 ......................................... . 
wilful neglect of duties by, penalty tor. 119 .................................. .. 
See "City Officers," "County Officers," "State Officers, II uTownship Officers!' 

ONE MILL TAX: 
to be in column with school taxes on roll, 39 ................................. . 

ORDER AND PETITION: 

25 

38 
53 

163 
51 

199 

17 
18 
45 

31 
31,40 

33 

147 
167 
165 
39 
40 

164 
41 

164 
167 

68 

affidavit of pUblication, etc., 66.............................................. 102 
Auditor General shall cause to be printed and circulated, 64 ......... ,....... 101 
Auditor General shall cause to be published, 66.............................. 101 
printing and distribution of in certain cases, 64............................. 101 
publidation of, 63, 66 ......................................................... 100,101 
publication of, equivalent to personal service, 66............................. 102 
See. "Circuit Court.-' IIDelinquent Taxes. II 

ORDINANCE: 
cities or villages may make, providing for return to county treasurer of un-

paid taxes on real property, 108 ........................................ .. 
See "Cha.rter." . 

OWNER: 
assessment of certain interests in lands to, 6 .............................. .. 
name ot to be entered on assessment roll, 24 ............................... . 
notice to of review of assessment by State Tax Commissioners, 152 .........•. 
of marine property, statement by, 19 ...................................... .. 
at property liable to taxation, required to make statement thereof, 18, 19 ... . 
of real property, assessment to, 3 ........................ · .................. .. 
omission of name shall not Invalidate tax, 99 .............................. . 
personal property assessed to where inhabitant on second Monday in April, 13 
refusal ot to make statement of property, 19 .................... : ............ . 
who may be treated as, 3 .................................................... . 
See "Non-resident Owner," "Owner Unknown," "Personal Property," ·'Real 

Property." 
OWNER UNKNOWN: 
PAR~aS~essment of real property as, 24 .......................................... . 

exempt, when, 7 ............................................................. . 
PARSONAGES: .. . 

exempt, when. 7 ..................... .; ....................................... . 
PART PAID STATE LANDS: 

Auditor General shaH credit county with taxes reported by Commissioner of 
State Land Office as paid, lOa ........................................... . 

Commissioner of State Land Office shall turnish Auditor General and \,ounty 
treasurer a statement of taxes paid on, when, 103 ...................... . 

Commissioner of State Land Office shall furnish county treasurer lists of, 92 

164 

18 
45 

202 
40 

38,39 
17 

156 
32 
41 
17 

45 

19 

19 

161 

161 
149 
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PAltT PAID STATE LANDS.-Con. 
county treasurer shall tumlab supervisors list ot. 92 ........................ . 

l~=~ ~':; ~s~ti.~::::::::::: ::::::::: :::::: :::::::::: :::::: ::::::::: 
no patent tor until taxes paid. 102 ........................................... . 
return to Commlaaloner ot State Land Office ot taxes on paid county treas-

urer. 102 ................................................................ . 
subject to sale and redemption tor taxes. 102 ............................... . 

PAltT~~~bandoned Lands Deeded State." 

PATE'::; :··CoPartnershlp.·· 
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Page 
149 
18 

160 
160 

160 
160 

lande subject to .. seesable. 4................................................ 18 
none shall be made tor any State lands until taxes paid. 102................. 160 

PATE~Tv~~~H'T~~t1ve to recording. 135.......... ............................. .... 182 

PAw:..~~Z'K'MR~t. 19.............................................................. 42 

personal property In poaseSSIOD ot. 19........................................ 40 
statement by. 19............................................................... 40 

PAYM~;~r'rsonaJ property assessable to. 19..................................... 40 

by Auditor General ot money due counties. 87............................... 144 
by county treaaurer ot money due State. 87.................................. 144 
by county treaaurer ot money due as proceeds ot tax sales. 70. 87 ........... 114. 144 
by county treasurer ot money due townships. 87............................ 145 
by townahlp treasurer ot State and county tax collected. 42. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73 
tallure to make. evidence ot abandonment In certain cases. 127.............. 171 
tor abandoned State tax lands deeded State. 131............................. 179 
tor delinquent lands purchased at tax sale. 70............................... 112 
tor State tax lands. 84........................................................ 139 
ot amount decreed on appeal. 67............................................. 109 
ot bid tor delinquent tax lande. 70............................................ 112 
ot city or village taxes returned to county treasurer. municipality not entitled 

to until received. 107..................................................... 162 
or collection' tee with taxes. 89............................................... 146 
ot compensation and expenses ot levy when land Is deeded to State. 47...... 81 
ot cost ot advertising order and petition. 65. 70 ............................. 101.114 
ot cost ot tax .ales. how made. 70........................................... 112 
ot disputed tax to be made before appeal allowed. 67......................... 109 
ot tee tor second deed. 83.................................................... 139 
of part of taxes asseased. 53................................................. 86 
of part of taxes .ssessed shall not stay proceedings as to remainder. 106.... 162 
of part of taxes assessed. receipt shall show part unpaid. 53................ 86 
of purch88e money at sale of State tax lands. 81........................... ... 138 
of redemption to Auditor General or county treasurer. 74.................... 134 
of surplus trom sale ot personal property. seized. 49......................... 85 
of taxes by tenant. 53........................................................ 87 
ot tax .. collected by township treasurer to county treasurer. when. M....... 90 
ot taxes a condition precedent to suit to set aside determination or to recover 

land. homesteaded. 127. 131. .............................................. 171.178 
of taxes. demAnd tor. 46 ................................................. ~... . 78 
ot taxes ot 1890 and prior years. provision relative to. 138................... 184 
ot tax ... on fore.t products belonging to non-resident and In tranalt to place 

without the Rtate. lien tor. 14 ........................................... . 
of taxes on part of description ot lands assessed. 53. 59 .........•............ 
ot taxes on undivided share of real property. 53. 59 ......................... . 
ot tax ... to county trelUlurer after return and before sale. 106 .............. . 
ot taxes to State Treasurer after return and before day of sale. 106 ........ . 

34 
86,95 
86.95 

162 
162 

of taxes to State Treasurer. Auditor General shall transmit list of to county 
treasurer. liS ............................................................. 146 

or taxes to Stale Treasurer. on hom"stead or part paid State lands. 102...... 160 
of tax .... to whom made. liB. 59. 106 ........................................ 93. 95, 162 
of taxes under protest, 53.......................... ..................... ..... 86 

PES~~~'i:llure to mllke proper entry and ... turn ot taxes received, 117............ 167 
tor failure to pay amount of bid. 70. 79...................................... 112 
for fraudulent affidavit ftled In the office ot Auditor General, 72............. ·124 
tor unlawful use of aworn statement. 23..................................... 45 
for ... fuaI\1 to re~pond to 8ubp" .. na ot State Tax Commlaslonera, 148.......... 200 
tor v1ollltiona of Section 135. 135 ......................... · .... ·· .... · .. ·...... 182 
for wllful fah.e swearing. 11B ........................... • .. ···................ 167 
tor wllful npgle"t of duties. 119.... ........ ..... ............... .............. 107 
for wlltul negled or .... fu ... 1 to make and deliver aworn statement. 21........ 44 
tor wlltully erron.-oua aas·"",ment, 118 ........................... · .. ··........ 167 

PENSIONS RECEIV AHLE: 
E'xt!'mpt. » .................... ,0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 28 

PERJ~N~j false swearing In pl'OC'>edlnga under this act subject to penalty for, . 
72, 118 ................................................................... 124, 167 

PERSONAL PROPERTY: 
."",,"'ment of In certain cases, 22 ............................... · ...... · .... . 
belonging to vessels, 19 .................. · ... ··· .. ······ .... ······· .. ···· .. · .. 
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PERSONAL PROPERTY.-Con. 
change of location or sale of, 17 ............................................. . 

Page 
37 

county treasurer's warrant to township treasurer for collection of delinquent 
. taxes on, 56 ...... ' ... , ............................ .......................• 

definition of, 8 ........................... ; ................................... . 
exemptions of, 9 .............................................................. . 
how described on assessment roll, 26 ........................................ . 
improvements on abandoned State tax lands deeded State, assessable to home-

steader as, 132 ......................................................... .. 
mortgaged or pledged, assessment of, 14, 19 ................................. .. 
of all companies not paying specific tax, 8 .................................. . 
of bridge companies, 8 ........................................................ . 
of cable railroad companies, 8 .................... ~ ................. : ...... .. 
of corporations, taxation of exempts shares in, 8 ....••.••...........••.••.•.• 
of electric light companies, 8 ................................................ . 
of electric railroad companies, 8 ............... '.' ." .......................... .. 
of gas and coke companies, 8 ............................................... .. 
of hydraulic companies, 8 ........... " ...................................... . 
o. Indians not citizens, exempt, 9 ........................................... ;. 
of insurance companies, what taxable, 11. .................................. .. 
of natural gas companies, 8 ................................................. . 
of navigation companies, where assessed, 11 ............................... . 
of non-residents where assessed,· 14 .......................................... . 
of owners in common, how assessed, 24 ...................................... . 
of plank road companies, 8 .................................................. . 
of poor persons may be exempted, when, 7 .................................. . 
of street railroad companies, 8 ............................................. .. 
of transportation companies, 8 ............................................... . 
of water works companies, 8 ................................................ . 
of public lands, 14 ........................................................... . 

92 
24,25 
28,29 

50 

181 
34,42 

25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
28 
31 
25 
31 
33 
46 
25 
19 
25 
25 
25 
34 

person In possession and required to pay taxes may recover, when and how, 
14, 47 ........................................................... ~ ........ 34,111 

removal of before taxes paid, 48 .................................... ~........ 84 
seizure and sale of for taxes, 47.............................. ........... ...... 80 
situate without State, 8....................................................... 24 
statement of, 19............ ....... ................... .......... .......... ........ 41 
subject to taxation unless expressly exempted, 1, 8.......................... 15, 25 
supervisors shall estimate value of, 24........................................ 45 
tax lien on has precedence, 4{\................................................ 71 
taxes and charges a lien on until paid, 40.................................... 71 
under control of agent, trustee, etc .. 14....................................... 34 
upon contiguous "tracts, where assessed, 17.................................... 37 
used In operating certain railroads, exempt, 7............................... 19 
used with billiard tables, 19.................................................. 42 
valuation to be entered upon records of board of supervisors, 34............. 55 
where assessable, 11, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17 ................................ 31,32,33,36,37 
See uAssessment/' .. 

PERSONAL SERVICE: 
of notice of revIew of assessment by Board of State Tax Commissioners, 152 
of notice under Section 140, how made, 140 ................................. .. 
of notice under Section 140, sheriff's fees for, 140 ........................... . 
of publication equivalent to, 60 .......... · .................................... . 
substituted service by· purchaser for taxes, 140 ............................. . 

PERSONAL TAXES: 
See "Personal Property." 

PETITION FOR DECREE: 
Auditor General shall file new, when, 67 .................................... . 
Auditor Gen"eral shall file, when, 61. ........................................ .. 
construed to Include lists annexed, 61. ...................................... . 
continuance of hearing on, when, 67 ........................ ; ................ . 
equivalent to bill In chancery, 61. ............................................ . 
for sale of real property for city or village taxes, 108 .......••••.•.••••....•• 
publication ,of equivalent to personal service of notice of,. 66 .............•••• 
publication of shall give court jurisdiction, etc., 66 .........•.•....•......•••. 
shall aver the taxes included have not been paid, 61. •..........••.••••..••... 
shall aver validity of taxes, 61. ........................................... ~. 
shall be In substantial record book, 61. ....................................... . 
shall be signed by Auditor General, 61. ....................................... . 
order of hearing, 62 ........................................................... . 
taxes in presumed legal, 66 ................................................... . 

" what to contain, 61. ...................................................... ; .. . 
See "Petition for Sa~e." 

PETITION FOR SALE: " 
for city or vlIIage taxes In certain municipalities, 108 ...•••.•.•..••..........• 
part payment of taxes after filed shall not stay proceedings as to part unpaid, 

106 ....................................................................... . 
See "Petition for Decree." 

PEWS: 
See "House of Public Worship." 

PICKETS: 
PICTU'il~~: assessable, 15 ..........•............... " ............................... . 

See "Family Pictures." 
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PILING GROUND' 
.-ment ot forest products In. H. 15 ..................................... . 
personal property of non-resident In. 14 .................................•.•... 

PIPES: 
of lighting and water companies. 8 ......................................... .. 

PLACE OF STORAGE: 
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34.36 

33 

25 

as&eument of forest products In. H. 15...................................... 34.36 
personal property of non-reshients in. 14.................................... 33 

PLANK ROAD COMPANIES: 
personal property of. 8 ...................................................... . 

PLATS: . 
rertlftcate of payment of tllXes required before filing or recording. 135 ......• 
copies of. etc.. provision relative to filing and recording. 135 .... ' .... , ........ . 
lands Included In. how described. 25 ......................................... . 
lands Included In. provision as to homestead entry. 131. ................... .. 

POSSESSION: 
liability attaching to. 3 ...................................................... . 
of animals. U ............................................................... . 
of forest products In transit to point outside State. provisions relative to. 14 .• 
of mortgaged or pledged personal property. 14. 19 ..........................•. 
of land under tax deed for five years. provisions relative to. 73 ............. . 
person In. may recover taxes paid. how. 47 ................................ .. 
under tax sale. when prohibited. 142 ...... : .................................. . 

POSTS: 
atatement of. 19 .............................................................. . 
where as&euable. 15 ......................................................... . 

PROPERTY: 
exemption by reason of. 7 ................................................... . 

PRESIDENT: 
See "Corporations." "Officel·s." 

PRIVATE BANKERS: 
See .. Bank .... 

PROCESS: 
for po8llell810n of lands. when not to Issue. BO ............................... . 

PRODUCE: 
...... e .... able a. personal property. 8 .......................................... . 

PROPERTY HELD IN PAWN: 
statement of. 19 .............................................................. . 

PROR~;CUTING ATTORNEY: 
duties In case of refusal to make statement. 19 ............................. .. 

. report to of wilful neglect or retusal. 21. .................................... . 
shall advise county and township offiecrs without charge. 100 .............. . 
shall examine papers. etc.. ·referred. and report opinion to board of super-

lson. 37 ............................................... , .................. . 
to approve bond of county treasurer to Auditor General. 93 ............•...... 
to Pl'OMCute for failure to pay bid. 70 ...................................... ; 

PROTESTS: 
payment of tax under. 53 .................................................... . 
ault for recovery of tax paid under. 53 ........................ , .............. . 

PROVISIONS: 
limit of .,x"mptlon of. 9 ...................................................... . 

PUBLIC PROPERTY: 
of State exempt. 7 ................ ; .......................................... . 
of Unlt"d Statea exempt. 7 .............................. ; ................... . 

PUBLICATION: 
of annual sale of State tax lands. 79 ...................................... .. 

~~ ~~: :1 ~~~~a:r ~!~:~t!n b~e~:;f::. ~,,:!s'c!:;';i;"io~';N:' i53: : : : : : : : : 
of order and petltlo"ttor decree of 8ale. 63 ................................. . 
of order and petition tor decree of aale. Auditor General shall cause. 66 ...• 
of order and petition for decree of aale. cost of. 65 ......................... . 
of order and petition for decree of 8ale. directions for. 66 ..................• 
of order and petition for decree of aale shall"., equivalent to personal notice. 

66 ....................................................................... . 
of tax 1 ..... .,tc .. by Auditor General. authorized. 121. ...................... . 
See "Adevrtlalol'," .INew8papen." 

PURCHASER: 
ba.....,d by five yean' po_Ion of owner. 73a ............................... . 
of delinquent tax landa. county treasurer shall enter name and addreaa of 

25 

181 
182 

48 
177 

17 
33 
34 

34.41 
130 
81 

196 

42 
36 

19 

186 

25 

40 

41 
44 

160 

64 
148 
113 

86 
86 

28 

19 
19 

138 
187 
204 
100 
101 
101 
101 

102 
168 

133 

In Tax Record. 70 ........................................................ 113 
of delinquent tax l.nd8. court may put In p088e88lon. etc .• 72............... 124 
of delinquent tax land8. entitled to deed after expiration of redemption. 72.. 124 
of delinquent tax lands. failure to pay bid. 70................................ 112 
of delinquent tax landa. ahall also take from State tax land list. 70.......... 114 
of delinquent tax lands shall be given certlftcate of sale. 70................ 113 
of delinquent tax landa. shall cause notice to be 8erved on certain parties. 140 187 
of delinquent tax lands .hall make payment. when. 70...................... 112 
of delinquent tax landa. who shall be. 70 ................... ·................ 112 
of State bids shall receive certlftcate. 84..................................... 140 
of State tax lands. court may put In posse8slon. etc., 137................... 183 
of State tax landa, enUlIed to deed. when. 82. 84 ............................. 139. 140 
of State tax landa. required to purchase eame description of delinquent tax 

land. 80 ................................................................ . 138 
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PURCHASER.-Con. • Page 
of State tax lands, shall cause notice to be served on certain parties, 140.... 187 
of State tax lands, to be given certificate, 81, 84 ...•.......•...... , •......... 138, 140 
of tax tltllI not to enter into possession, when, 142........................... 196 
See "Delinquent Tax Lands," "State Bids," "State Tax Lands." 

QUARRIES: 
value of to be considered in assessment, 27 ................................. . 

QUIT CLAIM DEEDS: 
RAIL~O~i"8oKilt.l'~jis: recording, 135 ..................•...................••..• 

deed t!' right of way of, provision relative to recording, 135 .......•.•.•...... 
exceptlon of, when, 19 ........... : ........................................... . 

RAILR~~Rkg'~1fv~~ of exempt, 7 ............... : ............................. . 

forest products on, 15 ......................................................... . 
RAILROAD TIES: 

statement of, 19 ............................................................. . 
superyisor to ascertain amount, 16 ........................................... . 

REAill~GeR'gOMS~ble, 15 ......................................................... . 

personal property of exempt, when, 9 ....................................... . 
REAL ESTATE: 

See "Real" Property." 
REAL PROPERTY: 

assessed where situated, 3 .................................................. .. 
assessment of as "owner unknown," 24 .................................... 0. 
assessment roll to contain full description of, 24 ..........•....••....•.•.•... 
charitable homes of fraternities exempt, 7 .. ' ................................. . 
~xemptions ot. 7' ••••••••••••••••••••••.••.••••••••.•••••••••••• : ••••••••••••• 
how described on assessment roll, 25 ........................................ . 
includes all· lands within State, 2 ......... ~ .................................. . 
includes buildings, fixtures and appurtenances, 2 ...................•....•.... 
interest in part paid State lands assessable, separate from other property, 4 .. 
may be described by abbreviations, etc., 25 ..................... ' ...•••.•..••• 
of banks, deduction of from value of shares, 8 ............................... . 
of benevolent institutions exempt, when, 7 ................................. .. 
of certain· corporations exempt, 7 ....... ; .................................. .. 
of charitable institutions exempt, when, 7 ................................... . 
of corporations, deduction of, 19 ............................................ . 
of corporations, how assessed, 5 .............. .; ................................ . 
of deceased persons, how assessed, 3 .................. : ..................... . 
of educational institutions exempt, when, 7 ................................. . 
of fraternal or secret societies not exempt, 7 ................................. . 
of insurance companies deducted from net assets, 11. ..••........••.•.....•.• 
of libraries exe.npt, when, 7, 9 .............................................. . 
of marine companies. 19 ......................................... 0 •••••••• 0 ••• 

of poor persons may be exempted, when, 7 .................................... , 
of railroad companies exempt, when, 7 ...................................... . 
of railroad companies not adjoining track, assessable, 7 ......•........•....• 
of railroad companies subject' to special assessment, 7 ...................... . 
of scientific institutions exempt, when, 7 .................................... . 
payment of tax on part of description, 53 .................................... . 
statement of by associations or corporations; 19 .............•........••...•• 
statement of by bankers and brokers, 19 ..................................... . 
subject to taxation unless expressly exempted, 1. ...........•.••...•...•.....• 
supervisor shall estimate value of, 24 ....................................... .. 
sworn statement of, on demand, 19 .......................................... . 
taxes and charges a lien upon until paid, 40 ............. , ................... . 
to whom assessed, 3 ........ · ...... .-.................................... · ..•..•. 
uniform valuation of, in counties, 34 ........................................ . 
used for burial grounds, exempt, 7 ........................ , ................... _ 
valuation to be .entered upon records of board ot supervisors, 34 •.••....•...• 
where assess-ed, 3 ............................................................ . 
See "Assessment," ({Delinquent Tax Lands," uLands," "Returns.'

REASSESSMENT OF TAXES: 
when ordered by board of supervisors, 96 .................................... . 

RECEIPT: 
county treasurer shall give townShip treaSurer for money pald in, 55 ......•.• 
for taxes evidence of payment, 53 ........................................... . 
for -taxes paid county treasurer, county clerk shall countersign, 58 ........• 
for taxes paid county treasurer, county clerk shall forward duplicate of to 

'Auditor General" 58 ................ : ...................................... . 
for taxes 'paid county,treasurer shall be In duplicate, 58 ...........•.••....... 
for taxes paid under protest, shall contain minute of protest, 53 ..•.••...•••• 
for taxes shall show description of land, 53 ................................. . 
for partial payment shall show portion unpald, 53 .........•......•.........•. 
for ·townshlp treasurer's bond, county treasurer shall give, township treas-

'urer shall deliver to supervisor, 43 ....................................... . 
township treasurer and city collector shall give for every tax paid, 46 ..•..••• 
See "Duplicate Receipt." 

RECONVEYANCE: 
form and effect of, 141. ...................................................... . 
provision for, 141. .... : ...................................................... . 
failure to, take, bars owner from questioning title, 143 ....•.•....•.....•..•..• 

50 

182 

182 
40 
19 

36 

42 
37 
36 

28 

17 
45 
45 
19 

19,20 
48 
16 
16 
18 
48 
25 
19 
19 
19 
40 
18 
17 
19 
19 
31 

19,28 
41 
19 
19 
19 
19 
19 

86,87 
40 
39 
15 
45 
41 
71 
17 
55 
19 
55 
17 

150 

91 
87 
93 

94 
93 
86 
87 
87 

73 
78 

193 
193 
197 
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RECORD BOOKS: 
AudItor General .. hall turnish to county clerks and county treasurers at 

expenae ot State as m"de necessary by act, 122 ...•...........•.......•.. 
RECORDS: . 

absence ot or omissions In. shall not affect validity ot tax, when, 99 ......... . 
are evidence ot facts set forth, 99 ..............•............................. 
ot apprai.8ementa of tax homestead lands, 131. ............................. .. 
ot determination by Auditor General and Commissioner State Land Office 

as to aband'lned State tax lands, 127 ...•.....•...•...........•........•.. 
of proceedinga of board ot supervisors, amount to be raised by taxation to 

be entered UllOn, 31 ...................................................... . 
ot township treasurer' a returns, 51 .......................................... . 
presumption ot regularity, 99 ...............•....................•.......•...• 
relating to money to be raised by taxation, board of supervisors may cause to 

be corrected, etc., 31 ..................................................... . 
relating to money to be raised by taxation, board of supervisors may refer 

to prosecuting attorney, 37 ......•.....................................•••• 
relating to money to be raised by taxation, county clerk shall deliver to board 

of 8upen'l80ra, 36 ...................................................... . 
relating to money to be raised by taxation, supervisor shall deliver certified 

copy ot to county clerk, 36 .............................................. . 
relating to money to be raised by taxation, township clerk shall deliver cer-

tilled copy to Bupervisor, 36 ...................................... , ....... . 
required of township or school district board, how signed, 99 ••.•••••.•.•••• 

REDEMPTION: 

283 

Page 

169 

156 
156 
179 

172 

63 
93 

156 

60 

60 

60 
156 

by owner trom purchaaer ot tax lands, 141................................... 193 
amount n"""Nary tor, n ........................ ,............................ 134 
at office ot Auditor General, 14.............................................. 135 
at office ot county treasurer, n............................................... 134, 
by person. owning land, or any Interest therein, n ........................ ;.. 134 
lands aold tor taxeB subject to, 60, 74......................................... 95, 134, 
may be ot part or Interest owned, 74......................................... 134 
ot hom ... tead and part paid lands torleited tor taxes, 102.................... 160 
period ot, 71, n .............................................................. 123, 134 
retundlng ot, 82............................................... ......... ....... 139 
ahowlng nece8Sary for, 74.................................................... 134 
See "Redemption Certincate," "Refunding." 

REDEMPTION CERTIFICATE: 

~':.di~~G:,~e':-"2r~~c:~!c~I~~~ ~t '74::: :::::::: ::::::::::::: ::::::::::::: 
county treaaurer to lasue duplicate of, 74 .................................... . 
refunding on. 82 ........ , .......................•.............•............... 
See "D'lplicate Redemption Certillcate." 

REFERENCE LIBRARIES: 
personal property of exempt, when, 9 ........................... A ••••• ...... , 

REFUNDING: . 

134 
134 
134 
139 

28 

ot detective taxes, whpn not r .. quired, 86, 73a ................................ 143,134 
ot proceeda ot tax aale. by Auditor General, when, 98, act 130, 1901 .......... 152,180 
ot redemption, &2 ........................................................ ,... 139 
ot taxe. paid on appeal from decree, 61 .............................. ,........ 109 
on alfldavlt ot ION of certificate, 72.......................................... 124 
on .al ... eet .. Ide, 73.... .... ..... ...... ......... ............. .... ... ... ...... 130 
on aaJe • .et aaifJe. tnt(,-~8t on. 73 .............•.................... : . . -........ 130 
See "Cancellation of Sale," "Redemption." 

REFUSAL: 
to malle .tatem"nt of property, 19 ........................................... . 
to pay t""ea, duty of township treasurer In case ot, 41 ...................... . 
~ "Wilful Nelliect or Refusal." 

REGISTER IN CHANCER .. : 
See "County Clerk." 

REGISTER OF DEEDS: 
fee. of, 142& ................................................................ . 

41 
80 

197 
liability of for dama" ... tor recording certain Instrumenta without certiftcate 

of taxe. paid, 1~ .......................•..•.......•..............•...... 181 
penalty tor violation of Section 1~, 1~ .................................. ·..... 182 
record of d...".ee, "tc .. In olfl"" of, 75............................. .... . ...... .. . 136 
recording ot taI deeds by, 72, 1~ ............................... , ............. 124, 181 
.hall enter certain orden In rec .. rd of lIt.I deed., 75.......................... 136 
.hall not. pre ... ntation or non-presentation ot certiftcat ... ot taxe. paid upon 

182 
174 

certain Instrumenta presented for ftllng or recording, 135 ..........•...... 
• hall record deedJI ot abandoned State tax landa deeded State, tee tor, 128 .. 
.hall refUM to receh'e and record certain Instrumenta It lacking certillcate of 

tax.. paid, etc., 135 ..................................................... , 
.hall require certiftcata of Au<lltor General or county treasurer before ftllng 

or ftCOrdin« certain lru.trumenta of conveyance, 135 ................................... .. 
.h1l11 send noll.,.. of decree of annulment to AudItor General, 75 .....•........ 

182 

181 
136 

REJECTED TAXES: 
Auditor General .hall furnish county trea.8urer Ust ot, 96..................... 150 
by county treaaurer, for what cau_ and when rejected, 55................... 91 
county treaaurer .hall furnish township treasurer list of, 55.................. 91 
on lands detached from count)·, Auditor General shall adjust, how, 97. 105 .. ,. 151, 162 
who c:ha .... eabl. to, 95......................................................... 149 
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RELEASE: . . Page 
of certain forest products from lien for taxes paId, 14 ..... :. . . . . •. . . . . . . • . . . . . 34 

REMOVAL FROM OFFICE': . . 
refusal of county treasurer to give bond as required by Auditor General 

sufficient cause for, 93 .............•.......••...................•.......•. 
REOFFER AT TAX SALE: 

of parcels unsold, 70 .........................•....•....•.........•...... ; ..... 
REPORT OF ASSESSED VALUATION AND TAXES: . 

by city, township and village clerks, 41 ...............•...•..••.....•....... 
to Auditor General, 41. •...........•..•.....................•....•.•••..•.•... 
to county clerk,'41 .........................•..........•........•..........•.. 

REPORT OF TAX SALE: . 
to Auditor General, 70 ..............•.....•..•..............•..........•....•• 

, to clerk of court, 70 ....•.................•..•...••..............•......... , .. 
RESERVED TAX HOMESTEAD LANDS: . 

Auditor General' and Land Commissioner to withhold, 131. .........•.....•••• 
to be appraised, 131 ...................................................... ' .. . 
to be offered at public sale, 131 ............................................... .. 

RESIDENCE: 
of copartnership. 12 ......................................................... . 
of corporation, 11 ........................................................... . 

RETURN: • 
of delinquent taxes not affected by organization of new county, 105 ••..••.... 
of delinquent taxes to county treasurer, expense ot paid by township, 90 .•..• 
of unpaid taxes on part paid State land and homesteads, 4, 102 ............ .. 
of unpa.id taxes on real property by county treasurer to Auditor General, 57 
of unpaid taxes in real property by township treasurer to county treasurer, 

55 .................... ~ .. : ................................................. . 

148 

113 

72 
72 
72 

113 
113 

176 
179 
176 

32 
31 

162 
147 

18,160 
93 

91. 
See "Delinquent Taxes!' 

;REVIEW OF ASSESSMENT: 
by State Tax Commissioners, i52 .• 3 ........................................... 202, 204 

RIGHT OF WAY: 
See "Railroad ·Companies. U 

RIPARIAN RIGHTS: 
See Notes p. 16. 

ROAD: 
of certain railroad and transportation companies, 8 ......................... . 

ROAD DISTRICTS: 
taxation of personal property in, 17 ............................. : ........... . 

ROLLING STOCK: 
See "Railroad CompanIes." 

ROYALTIES: 
taxable. 8 ................................................................... .. 

SALE FOR TAXES:. 
of buildings, etc., on public lands. 14 ........................................ . 
See "Delinquent Tax Lands," "State Tax Lands," "Tax Sales." 

SALE OF PERSONAL PROPERTY: 
how affects assessment, 17 .................................................. . 
tax lien takes precedence of, except, 40 ...................................... . 
See "Seizure and Sale!' 

SALE SET ASIDE: 
See "Cancellation of Sale." 

SAW LOGS: , 
SCHO~~ ;~~i:~: Products," "Logs." 

exempt, 9 ................. , ................................................. . 
SCHOOL DISTRICTS: . 

lands owned by,' exempt, 7 ................................................. . 
taxation' of personal property in, 17 .................................. , ...... .. 

SCHOOL TAX: , .' 
board of supervisors shall direct spread upon roll, 37 .........•....•••...•..• 
board of supervisors to examine relative to, 37 .............................. . 
to be In column with one mill tax on roll, 39 ................................ . 
township clerk to furnish supervisor statement of moneys to. be raised, 36 ..• 
township treasurer to retain, to be paid on order of district officers, 52 ..•.•. 

SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTIONS: ' 
'personal property of. exempt,. when, 9 ..................................... .. 
real property of, exempt, when, 7 .............................................. . 

SECRETARY: . 
See' "Officers. n 

SECRETARY OF BOARD OF STATE TAX COMMISSIONERS: 
election, salary and duties, 146 ................ ; .............................. . 
shall take constitutional oath, 147 ............................................ . 
to attest subpoenas issued by board, 148 ..................................... . 

SEEDS: . 
assessed as personal property, 8 ............................................. . 

SEIZURE AND SALE: 
for taxes .on lands, provision relative to In case land Is deeded to State, 47 ... . 
tor taxes, no property exempt, 47 ........................................... . 
See "Distress and Sale." 

SEWING MACHINE: 
when exempt, 9 ............................................................... . 

25 

37 

24 

34 

37 
71 

29 

19 
37 

64 
63 
68 
60 
86 

28 
19 

199 
199 
200 

25 

81 
80 

29 
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SHARES: 
In bank, statement ot, 19 ..................................................... . 
In bank, taxable, hoW, 8 ..................................................... . 
In bank, where all8e88ed, H .......•..................•.•.....•...••........ ·· 
In eorporatlona, statement by, 19 ........................................... . 
In eorporatlone, taxable when, 8 ............... , .......................••....• 

SHED: 
toreat products In, 15 ......................................................• ··· 

SHEEP: 
al" months old and under exempt, 9 .................•...............•.......• 

SHERIF,.: 

285 

Page 
42 
25 
33 
40 
25 

36 

29 

eompensation ot as collector, 51.............................................. 86 
delivery ot tax roll to, when, 51.............................................. 86 
ahall collect taxes, when, 51................................................ 86 
shall execute warrant tor trespass, etc., on State tax lands, 113, 156 .......... 165, 205 
shall give bond &8 eolleelor, when, 51........................................ 86 
shall mall notice under Section 140, when, 140............................ 188 
ahall pay money collected upon Auditor General's warrant, to State Treasurer, 

when, 113 ................................................................. . 
to file return ot ... rvlce ot notice under Section 140 with county clerk, 140 ...•.. 
to aerve notice under Section 140, 140 ......................................... . 
ve.ted with power8 ot township treasurer, when, 51. ........................ . 
See "County Officera." 

SHINGLES: 
where &8sessable, 15 ......................................................... .. 

SHIPS: 
appurtenances ot, 8 ........................................................... . 
atatement of, 19 ............................................................... . 
taxable &8 personal property, 8 ............................................... . 

SHOP: 
personal property ot non-resident In, 14 ....................................... . 

SILVER PLATE: . 
statement ot, 111 ............................................................ .. 

SLEIGHS: 
statement ot, 19 ............................................. <0 .............. . 

SLIPS: 
SOIL,;,ned or used by marine companies, 19 ....................................... . 

quality to be con.ldered In aS8esRment, 27 ..................................... . 
soldiers' homestead exemption, 7 ............................................. . 

SONS 0,. VETERANS: 
p~raonRI prop"rty ot camps of, exempt, 9 .................................. .. 

SORTING GROUNDS: 

166 . 
187 
187 

86 

36 

24 
40 
24 

33 

42 

42 

50 
20 

28 

foreat product. In transit to, 14, 15.......................................... 34, 36 
SPECIAL ASSERSMENT: • . 

real property of railroAd companies subject to, 7 ........................... . 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF COURT: 

mAde part of decree, 66 ...................................................... .. 
SPECIAL TAXES: 

boa rd of aupervlsors shall examine records. etc.. relative to, 37 ............. . 
~hall be In ... parate eolumns on all8eS8ment roll. 39 ..•............. , ...... " .. . 
to .. n.hlp clerk to give supervisor records relative to moneys to be raised for, 

88 ..................................................................... ; ... . 
township trell8urer to retain, etc., .. hen, 52 ................................... . 

SPECIFIC TAXES: 
certificate ea to ,,!lyment before recording deed to railroad right of .. ay, 135 .• 
eorporatlons paying, ""empt, 7, 8 ............................................ . 
payment of ell~mpto, when, 11 ............................................... . 

STANDING TIMBER: 
U .... IIOI" .ha II ",,".Idel" In flptpnnlnlng value of. land, 27 ..................... . 

STATE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY: 
See "AKrlcultural Socletles." 

STATE BIDS: 
purcha.e of. 84." ............................................................ . 
purch""e of. ahall not prejudice BubRequent tSlI, 85 .................•......•• 
See "Deltnqu~nt Tax Land." "State Tax Land." 

STATE BOARD OF EQUALIZATION: I 
lut equalh,,,tlon of, to be baala ot apportionment of State tax. 35 ............. . 

STATE LAND OFFICE: 
See "Abandoned Land Deeded State." "Commissioner of State Land Office." 

STATE LANDS: 
Intere.t In, how aBBessed, t .................................................. .. 
See "Abandoned Land Deeded State," "Homestead LandS," "Part Paid Cer-

tlflcatp •. " "State Tax Land." . 
STATE OF MICHIGAN: 

public property of. exempt, 7 ............................................... .. 
8hall d~fend title of homesteader, 131. ....................................... . 

STATE OFFICERS: 
rompenaatlon of and expense Incurred by, paid by State,. DO .............. .. 
108sea by default of charlr"able to State, 91. .................................. . 
See "Auditor General," "Commlaaloner of State Land Office," "State 

Treuurer." 

19 

103 

fI!l 
68 

60 
86 

182 
19,25 

31 

Cil 

1311 
142 

59 

18 

19 
178 

147 
147 
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STATE TAX COMMISSIONERS: , Page 
203 

67 
198 
199 

action of shall be final, 152 ................................................. , 
appeal to, determined groundless, 37a ................•..••..•...•..•••.••...• 
appointment by Governor, 145 ....•.....•...•......•...•••....•.•••.•••.•.•••• 
appointment shall be made while legislature is in session, 145 ............... . 
authorized to examine any person having knowledge of property of one who 

fails to make correct sworn statement, 22 .................••....•••...... 
Board of State Auditors shall cause report to be printed, 15i. ..••.....•..•.. 
Board of State Auditors to audit and allow salaries and expenses of board, 

147 ..............•.........................••••.. : .•.••....•.•••.........••• 
cost of appeal to, how taxed, 37a ..........................•.•.......•..••••• 
duties of board, 150 ...........................•........••••••.•••.......•.... 

44 
202 

199 
67 

201 
duty of to report willful neglect or refusal to make sworn stat,!ment and 

make complaint to prosecuting attorney, 21.............................. 44 
general review of roll by, 153................................................ 204 
how vacancies filled, 145,..................................................... 198 
may direct assessor to appear with roll, 152................................ 202 
may hear and determine, 152 ..........................•........ '...... .. .... . 203 
members and secretary shall take oath of office, 147 ........ , ..... , .. .. ......... 199 
notice of time and place of review of assessments, 152........................ 202 
notice of time and place of general review of assessment, 152................ 202 
omitted taxes not spread for years prior to last change of ownership, 154.... 204 
penalty for refusal to respond to subpoena of the board, 148 .......... '. .. .. ... 200 
power to examine witnesses, 148.................... .•...........••.......•.... 200 
qualifications, 145 ................. " . . . . . . .. . . . . .. .... .. . ... . . ...... .....• ... . • 198 
regular and adjourned meetings of, 149 ................ (".................... 201 
review of assessment, 152.................................................... 202 
right to examine books, etc., of, corporations paying specific taxes, 148...... 200 
salary and expenses of members, 146.......................................... 199 
salary and expenses paid out of general fund, 147............................ 199 
secretary of board, election, salary, duties, 146.............................. 199 
sessions of board, when and where held, 148, 149 .................•..•....... 199, 201 
shall certjfy omitted property to board of supervisors, 154.................. 204 
shall have access to public records, 148.................................... 200 
shall have right to subpoena witnesses, 148.................................. 200 
shall hear and determine as to proper assessment, 152-3 .................... 203, 204 
shall make annual report to Governor, 151.................................... 202 
shall order taxes spread at rate of omitted years, 154...................... 205 
shall place property and value on assessment' roll, 152-3 ........ .-........... 202, 204 
subpoenas, how served, 148.................................................. 200 
subpoenas to be signed by president and attested by secretary,'l48....... ... 200 
succession, 145. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 198 
terms of office, 145 ..... ' .. ,. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. . . . . .. .. .. . . .. . . .. .. .. .. .. ...... . .. .. . 198 
to attend meetings of State Board of Equalization, 150. .. . . .. . . . . . . .... .. ..... 201 
to receive complaints of irregularities in assessment, 150 ................ ;... 201 
to require reports from officers, 150 .. ;....................................... 201 
to see that tax officers comply with the law, 150................ •............ 201 
to visit each county, 150...................................................... 201 

STATE TAX LANDS: 
abandoned by owner, Auditor General authorized to transfer to State by 

deed, when, 127 .............•........................•..•..•.•••.••...... 
action of ejectment or trespass on after sold to individual, 86 ............. . 
annual sale of by county treasurer, 79 ...........................•.• ; .•.•.••.. 
annual sale of to' be advertised by Auditor General, 78 ..................... . 
any county officer to report trespass, 113 .................................••..• 
Auditor General may furnish State trespass agent list of, 113 ............... . 
Auditor General shall furnish statement of to county treasurer. 78 ........... . 
Auditor General and Commissioner of State Land Office shall cause exami-

171 
143 
138 
137 
166 
166 
137 

nation, etc., of, when, 127................................................ 171 
circuit court may put purchaser in possession of by writ of assistance, 137.... 183 
conditions of purchase of at annual tax sale, 80............................ 138 
conditions of purchase of at Auditor General's office, 84...................... 139 
county treasurer shall refuse bid for, when, 80.............................. 138 
county treasurer shall report trespass on to Auditor General, 113............ 166 
deed of Auditor General to State for, to be recorded, 127:..................... 172 
,duties of Auditor General relative to, 124 .................................... 170 
include certain lands unsold by county treasurer, 68.......................... 111 
liability of persons bidding on, 79.......................................... 138 
must be purchased by purchaser of same description of delinquent tax lands, 

70, 80...................................................................... 112, 138 
not exempt, 7....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . • . . . 19 
not liable to assesment after deeding to State as abandoned until again 

sold, 130.................................................................. 175 
'proceeds ,of sale of refunded by Auditor General, when, 98.................. 152 
purchaser entitled to recover for improvements if dispossessed, 104.......... 161 
removal of timber, etc., from, county officers shall report, 113................ 165 
removal of timber, etc .. from, unlawful. 113................................ 165 
sale of shall not prejudice subseqUent tax, 85.............................. 142 
sale of when returned delinquent, 85...................................... 142 
shall be 'offered at annual tax sales, 78...................................... 137 
shall continue taxable, 7, 68, 70. .. .... . .. . .. .. ...... ...... ................. 19, 111,114 
sheriff and co~mty treasurer to report trespass- on to Auditor General, 113.... 166 



INDEX. 

STATE TAX LANDS.-Con. 
talI.e. a lien on. 88 ..•••...•...•.......•...............••.•••••...•..• ···•••••• 
trallllterred to State by deed ot Auditor General. subject to homestead entry, 

131. ...................................................................... . 
warrant ot Auditor General tor collection of taxes and charges on from 

tre.passer, 113 ......................................................... ··· 
what Auditor General's statement of shal1 contain, 78 .....•................ 
when deeded to State, 127a ..................................... , ........... ; .• 
See "Abandoned Landa Deeded State," "Delinquent Tax Lands." 

STATE TAXES: 

287 

Page 
111 

176 

165 
137 
174 

apportionment of according to valuation, 35.................................. 59 
Auditor General shall apportion among counties, 35. ............ ............... 69 
Auditor General shall make and record statement of, 35...................... 59 
bond of county treasurer for. 93.............................................. 141'1 
bond of township treasurer for. 43............................................ 73 
Interest on belongs to State. 89 ................................ '. . . . . . . . . . .. . . 146 
statement of by Auditor Gen~'al to show law on which based. 35... ...... ..... 59 
to be In separate column on roll. 39.......................................... 88 
township treasurer to pay county treasurer, when, 42, 54.................... 73, 90 

STATE TREASURER: 
Commissioner ot State Land Otllce shall pay money received from abandoned 

State tax land deeded State to. 13-1 ...................................... .. 
delinquent taxes may be paid to betore day of sale, 106 ..................... . 
dispOSition ot proceeds ot tax sales. 70 ..................................... . 
tallure to make proper entry and return of taxes received. penalty for, 117 .. 
payment of taxes to betoresllie. 106 ....................................... . 
payment of taxeH to on homeetclld and part paid Stllte lands, 102 ........... . 
payment to. by sherltr of money collected on warrant of Auditor General; 113 .• 
shall pay cost of advertising, 65 ........ : .................................... . 

STATE TRESPASS AGENT: . 
, Auditor General may furnish with lists ot State tax land, 113: .............. . 

shall examine State tax land and report trespass to Auditor General, 113 ... . 
STATEMENTS: 

Auditor General shall make, of Indebtedness of counties to State, 35 ....... . 
Auditor General shall make, of moneys to be raised by State tax. when. 35 .. 
board ot supervisors may cause correction of. 37 ............................. . 
how signed by township or school district board, 99 ................... - ....... . 
of smount collected. township treasurer shall make, 65 .......•........... , ..•. 
of personal taxes uncollected, county treasurer shal1 give to township treas-

urer, 66 .............................................................. 0.0 ••• 

ot State tax and county Indebtedness to State, county clerk shall lay before 
board of supervisors, 37 ................................................. . 

ot State tax and county Indebtedness to Stllte, supervisor to deliver to 
county clerk, 36 ........................................................... . 

of taxes levied, supervisor shall give to township clerk. 41 •.••..••.••••••••••• 
of taxes paid on any State lands, Commissioner of State Land Office shall 

furnish Auditor General, when, 103, ................................... .. 
ot taxes paid on homestead and part paid lands, Commissioner of State 

Land Office .hall transmit copy ot to county treasurer, 103 ............ .. 
of taxes rejected by county treasurer, 55 .................................... .. 
of taxe8 uncollected, township treasurer shall make. etc., 55 .................• 
ot unpaid tax"s on per.onal property removed f)."om assessment distrlct"town-

ship treasurer shall' m'!'-e, etc .. 48 ....................................... . 
required by act, "vidence 0 tacts set torth, 99 .. , ............................ . 
township clerk shall deliver certain to supervisor, when, 36 ................... . 
See "Sworn 8tatemenu," "Transcripts." . 

STEAMBOATS: 
.tatement by owner ot, 19 ................................................... . 

STOCK: 

181 
162 
114 
167 
162 
160 
165 
101 

166 
166 

59 
59 
64 

156 
91 

92 

63 

60 
72 

161 

161 
III 
00 

84 
156 

60 

40 

amount paid In, marine companies, 19. ........ .. ..... ............... ...... .... . 40 
assessment of, 19 ................ :............................................. 39 
deduction ot rear estate of companies trom, 19................................ 40 
In banks, cashier shall IIle stat,ment ot, 120................................ 188 
market or actual value of. 19. ... ..... ................ .......... .............. . 40 
of cemetery or burial vault corporations not exempt, 7, 8.................. 19, 25 
statement of, 111 ...................................................... ,....... 39, 40 
See "Share •. If 

STOCK IN TRADE: 
statement of, 19 ........................ , ......... , ....... ,..................... 40, 42 

STOCK JOBBERS: 
stllt"ment by, 19 ............................................................. .. 

STOCKHOLDERS: 
In bank .. cashier to IIle list ot, etc .. 120 ...................................... .. 

STORE: 
as.e.sment of torest products In. 14 ..................... ' ................... .. 
ppreonal property of non-rPAlrl .. nt In, 14 ..................................... . 

STREET RAILROAD COMPANIES: 
personal property of, 8 ....................................................... . 

SUIT~~rtlfted copy of tax roll evidence In, 56 ............ ; .................. , .... .. 
tor collection of tax". on personal property by distress and sale, .7 ........... . 
tor ejectment or trespa8s on land purchased at tax 8ales, 86 ..•... , ........• 

39 

168 

34 
33 

25 

92 
80 

143 
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SUIT~;;;~~~~very of taxes paid by persons assessed for forest products of non-resl- Page 
dent, 14 .. · ............................. ·..................................... 34 

for recovery of taxes paid on personal property by person in possession, 47. . . • SO 
for surplus from sale of personal property seized, 49 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85 
for surplus from sale of personal property seized, no other case to be joined, 

49 ......................................................................... . 
no costs in suits to set aside taxes or sales, 144 ............................. . 
on sheriff's bond as collector, 51. ............................................ . 
for recovery against town treasurer, 9Sa .................................. .. 
relathlg to certain lands may be brought in Ingham; 127 •...••.............. 
tax deeds evidence in, 77 .................................................. .. 
to enforce or set aside tax, tax held illegal when, 76 ... · .......................• 
to.set aslde·taxes, etc., effect of in case of abandoned lands, 127 ........... .. 
to set aside taxes or sales, Auditor General a party, 144 ....................... . 
to set aside determination as to abandoned State tax lands, limitations, 

conditions, 127 ............................... , ........................... . 
SUPERVISOR: 

assessment roll prepared by, shall stand as approved, when, 29 •••••••••••• 
compensation of, for certain services, 110, 152, 153 ........................•... 
complaint by against person refusing, etc .. 19 ............•.....•........... 
county clerk shall notify, of stockholders in bank, 120 .•.........•..•. : ...... . 
county treasurer shall furnish with list of part paid State lands and certain 

·licensed homestead lands, 92 ............................................. . 
discretionary assessment of interest in certain lands. 6 .... : ...••••••.••.•••• 
duties in assessment of real property of corporations, 5 ....................... . 
duties of, relating to assessment, IS-27 ....................................... . 
duty of when statement of taxable property is incorrect, etc., 22 ...........•.. : 
every resident owner, etc., shall deliver sworn statement of personal property 

to, on demand, 19 ....................................................... . 
fraudulent action by, invalidates tax, 76 .................... · ............... . 
may add one per cent. to avoid fractions. 39 ................................ .. 
may exempt real property and personai property of poor persons, when, 7 ... . 
may make new roll in case of loss of original, 42 ........................... . 
member of board of review, 28 ....................... : .................. : .... . 
member of board of review in cities, when, 107 .............................. . 
notice to of division of estate, 3 ............................................ .. 
notice to of names of heirs or devisees. 3 ..................................... . 
prosecuting attorney shall advise without charge, 100 .......................• 
provisions relative to include assessing officers, 107 .......................... . 
shall annex warrant to roll, 42 ............................................... . 

85 
198 

86 
155 
173 
137 
136 
171 
198 

172 

52 
164 
41 

168 

148 
18 
18 

38-50 
44 

41 
136 
68 
19 
73 
51 

162 
17 
11 

160 
162 

73 
shall appear before State Tax Commissioners with assessment roll, when, 152, . 

153 ......................................................................... 202, 204 
shall assess taxes apportioned, 39.............................................. 6R 
shall carry out on roll total of taxes against each description. 39............ 68 
shall deliver statement of township, etc., taxes to county clerk, when, 36.... 60 
shall deliver tax roll to township treasurer, when, 43 .. , ........... ·...•..•.•. 73 
shall estimate cash value of property, 24... .. .... .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. ........ . .. 45 
shall exercise best judgment in assessing, 24.................................. 45 
shall file and keep assessment roll, 34.......................................... 56 
shall file sworn statements and present to board of review, 23....... .......... 44 
shall foot· taxes on roll, 41. ................................... ,............... 72 
shall give township clerk statement of taxes on roll, 41 .. ·...................... 72 
shall keep record of proceedings of board of review, 33........................ 55 
shall not accept sworn statement as final, when, 20.......................... 43 
shall notify township treasurer ot State and county taxes, when, 43.......... 73 
shall omit tax homestead land from assessment roll, 130 ....... :.............. 175 
shall prepare tax roll, 42 .......... ;.................... ...................... 73 
shall produce list of State tax lands to board of review, 130.................. 17!; 
shall produce to board or review list of homestead lands deeded, 133........ lS1 
shall require sworn statements of taxable property, 18...................... 38 
shall take official notice of records, etc.. in office of township and county 

clerks, 38 ................................................................. . 
time for completing assessment roll, 24 ..................................... . 
to approve bond of township treasurer, 43 ................................ .. 
to assess personal property as may deem just, 22 ............................ . 
to collect from township treasurer taxes received and unaccounted for, 112.: .. 
to determine acreage, 24 .................................................... . 
to enter personal property and real property separately, 19 ............. ' .... . 
to examine other persons having knowledge of property, when, 22 ...........•. 
to make annual assessmerit, 10 ............................................... . 
to make complaint in case of wilful neglect or refusal, 21. .................. . 
to notify absent members of board of review, 32 .......•.............•..•... 
to view and value forest products in transit, etc., 16 .....••.•.......•.••..•.•• 
township clerk to furnish with copies of records, etc., 36 •...............•••..• 
township clerk to furnish with copies of tax law, 121 ...................... .. 
when shall deliver tax roll to sheriff, 51 .................................... .. 
wilfully erroneous assessment by, penalty for, 116 .......................•...• 
See "Assessing OtHcers,u "Assessor," "Board of Supervisors." 

SUPERVISOR'S WARRANT: 
directed to sheriff, when, 51. .................................... ' ............ . 
seizure under, time of sale, 47 .............................................. . 
to be annexed to assessment roll, 42 .................. ,', ................... . 

68 
45 
73 
44 

165 
45 
39 

. 44 
30 
44 
55 
37 
60 

169 
86 

167 

86 
80 
73 
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SUPREME COURT: 
appeal of Auditor General or county treasurer to, 67 .......................• 
appeal to from decree of sale. 67 ......................................... , •• 
chancery practice to go\'ern. when, 117 ....................................... . 
clerk of shall make cf"rtirted COPJr ot dccrcf'. ('te., when, 75 ................. . 
may order sale deft. rred or canceled. when, ti9 ............................. . 
record of circuit court on appeal to,. ,67 ...................................... . 
See "Courts." 

SURETIES: 
on bond of person employed by Auditor General to conduct tax sales, 94 ..•. 
on county treasurer's bond, lbble tor deputy and clerks, 93 ................ .. 
on county treasurer's bond. who approved by, 93 ........................... . 
on township treasurer's bond, discharge ott 56 ............................. . 
on township treasurer'S bond. liability of for acts of deputy, 111 ...........• 
on township treasurer'S bon'l. liability ot tor Incorrect returns. 56. 112 ....•. 
on township trcHsurer's bond, to be approved by supervisor nnd county 

trcaSIJl'er, f3 ............................................................ . 
on township treasurer's bond, to consent to appointment of deputy, 111 .....• 

SURPLUS FROM SALE: 
action tor recovery ot. 49 .• ", ... , ........ , ................................. . 

SWINE: 
six month .. old and under, exempt, 9 ......................................... . 

SWORN STATEMENT: 
by bankers and brokers. 19 ................................•.......••...•...... 
by companies, 19 ........................................................... . 
by owners of marJne propert)', 19 ........................................... . 
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. Page 
109 
109 
109 
136 
112 
109 

149 
148 
148 
92 

165 
92,165 

73 
165 

85 

29 

by pawnbrokers. 19 ..... , ................................................... . 
duty of .8uperVi!lOr and State Tax Commissioners when incorrect, 22 ....... . 
duty of supervl!mr Anli State Tax Commissioners when unobtainable, 22 ..... . 

39 
40 
40 
40 
44 
44 
41 
45 
44 
43 
38 

p\'ery owner ot taxable property required to make, on dema.nd, 19 ........... . 
illegitimate use ot, liability tor. 23 ........................................... . 
mAY be destroyed, when and how, 23 ....................................... . 
not to b~ sufficient unlp~s properly executed, 20 ............................. . 
ot taxable pro\'~rty. 18 ..................................................... . 
ppnalty tor tBl.ltlcntlon of to evade taxation. 120 ..................•.......•• 
r~tulIAI to make. 19. 21 ....................................................... . 
shall be dppo.lted with township clerk. 23 ................................... . 
ahall be p ... ·.ent,·d to board of review. 23 .................................... . 
RlIpervlsor Rhall nl~. 23 ....................................................... . 
8upf"rvlKOf shnll prf'serve. 20 ............................................... . 
UIIIPr) 88 f"vtclf'ncc. ",'hen, 20 ............................... 00 0 ••••••••••• ••••• 

wiltul negleet to make. penalty for, 120 ..................................... . 
Sec "Statements." 

TAN BARK: 
supervisor to 8f1ccrtnln amount, 10 ......................................... . 
where 8saesssble, 15 ........................................................ . 

168 
41. 44 

44 
44 
44 
43 
43 

168 

37 
36 

TAX DF.F.DS: 
evlolence In certnln ndlons. 77. 80 .......................................... 137,143 
tor abRnd'ln .. d f'tate tax lands deeded State. recording ot, 128 •.... ,.......... 174 
h"me of to a~"ifirnl'e ot expcutor or adminlRtrator. 101...................... 160 
IR"ued by Audlt"r G~n~rRI held conduslve, 90................................ 156 
not to be can(,f·I .. ~d after ftve year8. 73a......................... ....... ...... ... 133 
provision relall,·" to r~cor,Il"I\'. 1~5.......................................... 182 
recorded rel .. a ... ot. tor retunding. 08 ............................ <c.... ......•.•• 152 
regl.t~r ot deeds .hall note decree of annulment on record ot. 75............ 136 
shall be surrendered on refuntllng unless recorded, 98 ...........•......... ,.. 152 
to decelloed person or h~lrs. 101.. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. .. . . .. . . .• .. •• .. . . .. . . . . . . . 160 
withheld by Auuitor General. whf'n. 98.,."..................... ...... .. ..... 152 
See .. Deed .... 

TAX HOMEf'TEAD LANDS: 
See "Abandoneel Lands Deeded State." 

TAX LAWS: 
dl.trlbutlon ot by .... rtaln officer •• 121" ... , ........ ,., .............. , ........ . 
publication ot by AlI<lltor General at expense of State, 121. .... ,.: ........•..• 
...,p~al ot certain. 12" ....................................................... . 
State Board ot Audlto .... hall auult claims tor lervlces and expenses In publl-

cRllon of. 121. ................................................. ; .......... . 
See "Vested Right .. .. 

TAX Rt~CORD: 
all orders ot ('ourt on heurlng of petition ror de .. r"e to be entered In, 66 ..... 
county clerk .hall ddlver to eour1ty treasurer. 67 .......................•.... 
county lreuu .... r shall enter therein rL'('ord of tax saleo and descriptions bid 

1611 
169 
171 

169 

103 
lOS 

to State. 70. iI., ....................... , ................................. 113, 123 
rounty treasurer .hAlI minute redeml)tion certltlcate In. 74.................... 134 
county tre"8urer's report to c.ounty clerk of tax .Illes to refer to for particu-

lars. 711 ........................................................ " ....... . 
shall remain In om"" of <'ounty treasurer. except when. 67 ..................• 
to be substantial book,' 61 ........................................•... " ....•. 
what to contain. 61 ................. , .................•....................... 

113 
109 

97 
97 
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TAX ROLL: 
certified copy of shaU be taken as evidence, 56 ..........•....................• 

Page 
92 
92 county treasurer shall file, 56 ............................. ' ................. " . 

irregularities in shall not invalidate tax, 99 ............. , .................... . 
prima facie evidence in suit for taxes on personal property, 47 .............. . 
rejection by county treasurer of erroneous description on, 55 ................ . 
supervisor shall deliver to sheriff, when, 51. ................................ . 
supervisor shall note notice to tenant on, 44 ................................•. 
township treasurer shall deposit with county treasurer, 56 ................... . 
what constitutes, 42 ........................................................ . 
when not received within lawful time, 43a .................................. . 
See "Assessment Roll." 

TAX SALES: 

156 
81 
91 
86 
76 
92 
73 
74 

. Auditor General to employ person to conduct, when, 94...................... 149 
compensation of person employed by, Auditor General to conduct, 94......... 149 
date as if made on first d!'y fixed therefor, 70................................ 112 
for city or village taxes, provision for, 108 ........................... :....... 164 
held invalid by courts, when, 99............................................... 1~6 
in contravention of law, provisions relative to, 98, 139 ......................... 152,185 
presumed legal, 99 ...................................•..•.................... 156 
proceeds of refunded, when, 98............................................... 152 
proceeds of State's portion to be paid to State, when, 70, 87 ................... 114, 144 
set aside after confirmation, when,. 70..... ...... .............................. 113 
set aside for inadequacy of price, requirements, 70.......................... 113 
subject to provisions of Section 140, 140....................................... 187 
See "Delinquent Tax Lands," "Petition for Decree," "Petition for Sale," 

"Sale for Taxes," "State Tax Lands!' 
TAXATION: . 

aU property not expressly exempted subject to, 1. ...............•..........•. 
See "Assessment," "Taxes." 

TAXES: 
amount of entered on Tax Record, 61. ...................................... . 
held illegal, when, 76 ........................................................ . 
in petition for decree presumed legal, 66 ...................................... . 
interest on paid State, county and township in proportion to relative rights, 80 
may be paid ·before sale. 59 ..............................•.......•............ 
on real property, who liable for, 3 ........................................... . 
paid and not entered. 98a .................................................... . 
part payment of, 53 ...........................•.................. , .......... . 
payment of under protest, 53 .................. , .......... , ................... . 
person having lien may pay, when, 53 ....................................... . 
report of to Auditor General, 41. .................................. , ........ .. 
what railroad land subject to. 7 .............................................. . 
when assessed a debt to the township, 40 .................................... . 
See "Assessment," "Delinquent Taxes," "Specific Taxes." 

TAXES SET ASIDE: 
on lands detached from count)', adjustment of by Auditor General, 105 ..... . 
See "Courts," "DelinQuent Tax Lands," "Tax Sales," "Taxation." 

TELEGRAPH COMPANIES: 
exception of, 19 ............................................•.................. 

TELEGRAPH POLE&: 
supervisor to ascertain amount, 16 ................................. : ........ . 
where assessable, 15 ........................................................... . 
See "Forest Profiucts." 

TELEPHONE POLES: 
where assessable, 15 ......................................................... . 
See "Forest Products." 

TENANTS: 
liability of for taxes on property occupied, 44 ............................... . 
may pay taxes and deduct from rent, when, 53 .............................. . 
supervis0l: shall notify of taxes on real property assessed to, 44 ... : .. , ...... . 
See "Tenants in Common." 

TENANTS IN COMMON: 

15 

97 
136 
102 
13S 

95 
17 

155 
86 
87 
87 
72 
1!1 
71 

162 

40 

37 
36 

36 

71; 
87 
76 

Interest In lands owned by, how assessed, 6, 24............................... 18,46 
TIMBER: 

cutting and removal of trom State tax lands unlawtul, 113, 155, 156 .......... 165,205 
lands valuable for, Injunction for waste, 115................................. 167 
quality and value ot to be considered in assessing lands, 27................... 50 
seizure and sale of when removed from State tax lands, 113................... .165 
statement of, 19 .........................................•...•............... 42 
supervisor to ascertain amount of, 16......................................... 37 
where· assessable, 14, 15...................................................... 34, 36 
See "Forest Products," "Standing Timber!' 

TITLE TO LANDS: 
.conveyed by tax deed, 72, 84 ................................................. 124,140 
evidence in action of ejectment or trespass, 86................................ 143 
tax deed evidence of, 72, 77 ..............................•.................... 124, 137 

. See "Deeds." "Evidence," "Tax Deeds." 
TOMBS: 

kept for hire assessable, 8 ...... · ........................................... .. 
TOOLS: . . 

25 

statement of, 19 
S(!(! "Mechanic;' ;'Me~h~ni~~i 'i~piem~nts' '~nd' 'Ma:~hiriery:"""""""""" 
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TOWNSHIP BOARD: 
may fill ,·acancy In board of re,·iew. 28 ...................................•..• 
may order 8tatemf'nts destroyed. when, how. 23 .........................••.. 
members of. Ineligible to board of review. 28 ................................ . 
shall appoint n~w township treasurer. when, 50 ............................•.. 
township taxes to be paid out on order of, 52 ................................. . 
~ .. e "Town.hlp omcera." 

TO"'~SHIP CLERK: 
county trea.ur .. r shall furnish tax laws to. 121. ............................. . 
noUce ot county treasurer to. of statement and money sent township treas-

urer. 87 ................................................................. . 
r .. cords of board of review to be filed with. 33 ............................... . 
"hall charge taxes to township treasurer, 41. ............................... . 
shall charge township treasurer amounts sent him by county treasurer, 81 .. 
shall distribute tax laws to township omcers. 121. .......................... . 
shall notify county tl't:-asurer of appointment of township treasurer, 50 ....... . 
shall prest"(,,\re Atatements deposited, 23 ..................................... . 
atatements shall be deposited with. 23 ...................................... . 
supervisors shall take ol11clal notice of records In omce ot. 38 ............... . 
8upen·IHor to give statement of taxes to. 41. ..............•••....••••.....•.•. 
to furnish 8upt~rvlsor statenlent of Inoneys to be raised by taxation, 36 ..•.... 
to make and dellvpr to fJupcl"Visol' copies of statements, records, etc., 36 ..... . 
See "Townshlp Otlicers.·· 

TOWNSHIP OFFICI,RS: 
compensation of. shall be paid by township. 00 ..............................• 
losses by detault ot. chargeable to township. 91. ............................• 
taxes wlthh .. ld by r .. ason of error of. chargeable to township. 95 ............• 
See "Sup .. rvlsor." "Township Board." "Township Clerk." "Township Treas-

urer." 
TOWNSHIP TAXES: 

board of 8upt'n·lsors shall direct spr .. ad upon roll. 37 .....................•.. 
board ot supervisors to examine relative to. 37 ......................•........• 
In State tr .. a.ul")'. Auditor General shall transmit warrant tor. 87 ........•.•• 
10 •• of. on abandoned State tax lands deeded State borne by township. 130 .... 
retundlnga on aceount of canceled sales. when charged back. 73 ...........• 
to be In separate column on roll. 30 ..........•............................... 
to be paid out on ord(>r of township board, u2 ............................... . 
town.hlp clerk to furnish supervisor statement of money to be raIsed. 36 ... . 
townfilhip trell"ur"r to retnln, etc., 42, 52 .................................... . 
S~e •. A8"f"lu.nwnt." 

TOWNSHIP TREASURER: 
collection of tulles b~·. on personal property removed. 48 ..••..•••..•.•••••••• 
('ounly trea8urer shall furnish statement of rejected taxes to. 55 ..••.•...••.• 
deputy to be pnld b)·. 111. ....••........••.••........••....•..•..•.••...•••••• 
duties In ea8e full tax not rollected. 52 ...................................... . 
pxpens ... on tRxes voluntarily paid to. 89 ....................................• 
tallure ot to mHke prol>~r entry and return of taxes received. penalty for. 117 
teu of for dlMtre"8 and sale. 4'1 .............................................. . 
four per c('nt tee adllt"fi by·, when, 43a ....................................... . 
liability tor .urplu •• 49 ................................................•...... 
liability tor toX"S rf"C"f"h't'd Rnd unaccounted tor, 112 ..............•.........• 
liability on bond after .ettl~ment. 1\/1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
may appoint d'·,Hlty .dth consent of bondsmen. 111 ......................•..• 
may enforce C'ollf"'('tion ot personal tax. when. 44 ...........................•. 
may gllml"hee d(>btor tor t:lX on pprsonRl prop(orty, 47 ...................•.•• 
may Rue for tnx on pf'r8onRl property. when. 47 ..........................•.•• 
notice of aale ot property 8elz~d tor taxes. 47 ..........•..............•...•.•• 
omce hour" ot. during collection. H ...........................................• 
payment ot till( to by pf'r80nR having partial interest. 53 .....................• 
powera Rnd duties of dpputy. 111 .............................................• 
prosecuting attorney ~hall advise without charge. 100 ....................•••. 
provisions ... Iatlve to. Include collecting omcers. 107 ..................•....•.• 
.... C"clpt and atRt.-:oment8 ot county treasurer voucher of tor taxes. 55 .......•.. 
... turn of failure to .ell property seized. 47 ...........................•......• 
.. alary. reter~ndum on ... 4R ..............................••........•....•..... 
.hall add collf'ctlon f~e8. 43a. 44 ........................•...............•..•.. 
.hall collect all taxes betore March 1. 45 ..........................•..••......• 
.hall collee! by 8elxure and 8ale. wh£n and how. 47 ......................... . 
.hall collect taxu on r .. celpt ot roll. H ..................................... .. 
~h811 deliver to ~uJ>f'rvl.or ..... elpt for bond. when. 43 ...................•.•.•• 
.hall demand pll)·ment of cashier on bank stock. 46 ........••..•...•.....•.... 
.. hall dppoalt tax roll with county treaAurer. :16 ...................•..•...•..• 
"hall .nter paym"nt. on tall roll. how. 46 ..........................•..•...•..• 
shall give receipt for tax ..... f6 .•...................................•...•....• 
shall give to county treasurer bond for State and county taxes. 43 .......•.... 
~hllir k"ep .enral tunds dl.tlnet. 52 ................................•......... 
.hall make and v"rlCy statement of delinquent truee •• M .........•.......••... 
shal! make personal demand for tax .. a. when and where. fO ...............•.• 
.. hall note on ... cplpt any part of true unpaid. 53 ............................. .. 
aha I! note on roll notice to tenant. 44 .................................•...•.. 
shall pay Judlml .. nt tor "urpluo. 49 ...............•.................••••...••.• 
"hall receive taxes. when. 43a. 44 ..............................•..........•..•• 
8upen·llIOr .hall deliver tax roll to. when. 43 ............................... .. 
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292 GENERAL TAX LAW 

TOWNSHIP TREASURER.-Con. 
. supervisor to notify of State and county taxes, 43 ........................... .. 
to collect taxes on personal property assessed in other townships, when, 48 .• 
to collect taxes on roll, 42 ................................................ .. 
to levy taxes by distress and sale, when, 42, 47 ............................ . 
to pay county tresurer State and county taxes, when, 42, 54 .......... ·, ••.••..• 
to retain taxes collected for township, 42, 52 .............................. .. 
to return unpaid taxes on part paid and homestead lands, 4 .••.....•..•.•.•• 
township board shall appoint, when, 50 .................................... .. 
township clerk shall charge taxes to, 41. ................................... . 
when return of is incorrect, provisions as to bond, 5u ....................•.... 

TOWNSHIPS: . 
board of supervisors to apportion State and county taxes among, 37 ......... . 
county indebtedness to State apportioned to, 35 ........ · ..................... . 
division of, shall not affect assessment, return or collection of taxes, 105 ... . 
lands owned by, exempt, 7 .................................................. . 
shall bear their share of loss of taxes canceled on abandoned State tax land 

deeded State, 130 ............................................. , ......... . 
supervisors of, shall assess taxes apportioned to, how, 39 ................... . 
supervisors of shall make annual assessment, 10 ..........•.••............... 
.taxes a debt to, 40 ............................................................. .. 
word may include city, ward or village, 107 ................................ .. 
See "Township Officers," "Township Taxes:' 

TRACKS: 
of certain raliroad companies, 8 ............................................. .. 
See uRailroad Companies." . 

TRANSCRIPTS: 
of lands returned delinquent for 1891 and 1892, provl~ions relative to, 123 .... 
of moneys received, sales made, etc., under Act 200, Public Acts of 1891, 

county treasurer to make and return to Auditor General, 123 ............ . 
of township treasurer's return of delinquent tax lands, county clerk shall 

verity, 57 .................... ; .......................................... . 
of township treasurer's return of delinquent tax lands, county treasurer shall 

make and forward to Auditor General, 57 .......... , ................... . 
See "Records," ·'Returns," ··Statements.'· 

TRANSPORTATION COMPANIES: 
personal property·of, 8 ....................................................... .. 
statement by officers of, 19 .................................................. . 

. . See "Corporations." 
TREES: 

in nurseries, ·etc.. personal property. 8 ............................. ! •.•••••••• 
See "Forest Products," "Standing Timber," 

TRESPASS: 
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85 
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63 
59 

162 
19 

175 
68 
30 
71 

162 

25 

169 

169 

93 

93 

25 
40 

25 

TRUS~n J6~i>1'k~~~n:ds, provisions relative to, 113, 155, 156, 157 ............... 166,205,206 

TRUST~'i;j'~ment of, 14, 120 ................... ,' ..................................... 33,168 

may be treated as owner, 3................................................... 17 
may take reconveyance from purchaser for taxes, when, 141.................. 193 
notice to of purchase for taxes, 140........................................... 187 

UNDIVIDED INTER~ST: . 
how assessed, 6 ............................................................. . 
in lands of tenants in common, 24 ........................................... . 
In real property, payment of tax on, 53 .................................... .. 

UNION VETERANS' UNION: . 
personal property of, exempt, 9 ............................................ .. 

UNITED STATES: 
property of, exempt, 7 ............................................ , .......... . 

UNITED STATES BONDS: 
exempt, 19 •.•........•.•..•..........•...•.........•...........••....•....•.. 

UNKNOWN: 
assessment. of real property as, 3 ........................................... .. 

UNPAID TAXES: 
V.ACA~bI~~o:lleCtion of Taxes," "Delinquent ,Taxes," "Taxes. '1 

on board of review, township board may fill, 28 .......................... : .. . 
in office of township treasurer, township board shall fill, 50 ............ ' •.. : .. 

VALUABLE DEPOSITS: 
VALU'1~~'b~:to be considered in assessment of real property, 27 ..•................ 

18 
46 
86 

28· 

19 

39 

17 

51 
85 

50 

board of supervisors shall equalize, 34........................................ 55 
what to govern supervisors in assessing taxes, 27, 39 ........... " . . . . . . . . . ... . 50, 68 

VAUL~~:"Assessment." "Cash Value." "Real Value." . 

VEHIl:;t~s~al grounds, kept for hire, 8 .............................. '" ......... , .. 

VESS~\:";~e:ment of, 19 ..................................... : ........................ . 

appurtances of, 8 ............................................................ . 
.name and value of, 19 ....................................................... . 
statement by owner of, 19 .•.........•.............. W' •••••••••••••• , •••••••• 

taxable as personal property, 8 .............................................. . 

25 

42 

24 
40 
40 
24 
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VESTED RIGHTS: Page 
VILUGtEa~~te~c~~peal of heretofore existing tax laws. 1~(j. 1~6 ............... 170,171 

See "Township Board," "Villnges." 
VILLAGES: 

clerk of shall report taxes to county clerk. 41................................ 72 
description ot lands In, 25 .. : ................ ~ ...................... ,........ 48 
may provide by ordinance for return of delinquent taxes on real property to 

county treasurer. 10M...................................................... 164 
may provide for JUdicial sale ot delinquent taxes on real property, when, 

how, 108 .............................................................•... 164 
not entitled to delinquent taxes until paid, 107............................... 162 
real property of exempt. 7..................................................... 19 
real property ot railroad companies subject to as,sessment for improvements, 

7 ......................................................................... 19 
supervisors ot to make annual statement, 10 ..... '.' . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 
this act applicable to. when. 107............................................. 162 
word "township" Includes, lu7................................................ 162 

VOID SALES: 
when State tax lands not taken, 70........................................... 114 

VOLUNTARY PAYMENTS: 
See note. under Sec. 58. 

VOUCHER: 
ot township treasurer, county treasurer's receipt and statement ot rejected 

taxes shall be, :iii......................................................... 91 
WARDS: 

See "CIUea," 'fIncompetent Persons." 
WAREHOUSE: 

assesament ot torest product In, 14........................................... 34 
personal property ot non-resident In. H....................................... 33 

WARRANT: 
See ·'Audltor General," "County Treasurer's 'Varrant," "Supervisor's War .. 

rant." • 
WASTE: 

holder ot certlftcate ot sale mlly have injunction to restrain, 115............. 167 
county treasurer entitled to Injunction to restrain. 157 ...... ,................. 206 

WATCHES: 
statement at, 19 .............................................................. 42 

WATER CRAFT: 
statement by owner of, 19.................................................... 40 

WATER POWER AND PRIVILEGES: 
value of. to be considered In assessing real property, 27...................... 50 

WATER WORKS COMPANIES: 
perlonal property of, 8..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . 25 

WEARING APPAREL: 
of every Individual, exempt, 0.............................................. 29 

WHARF BOAT: 
otatement by owner of, 19 .................................. , ...... ............. 40 

WIDOWS: 
when entitled to tax homrstead deed, 130a................................... 175 

WILFUL NEGLECT OR REFUSAL: 
of bAnk caohler to ftle list of stockholders. penalty tor, 120.................. 168 
of olllcera ot corporations or associations to make and verify statements re-

quired. 120......................................... ......... ...... ......... 108 
to mAke and deliver aworn statements, penalty for, 21...................... 44 
to perform dutl~s. otll('ers liAble for Injuries ""suIting from, 120.............. 168 

WIRES OF ELECTRIC LIGHT COMPANIES: 
alll"f'IIIInble as per80nRI property. 8 .................................. :......... 25 

WOMEN'S CHRISTIAN TEMPI';RANCE UNION: 
J)f"raonal property of exempt, 0.............................................. 28 

WOMf;N'S RELIEF CORPS: 
pereonal property of exempt, 0................................................ 28 
real .. atat .. exempt, 7.......................................................... 19 

WOOD: 
('uttlnl' Bntl removal from State tax land unlaWful, 113, ]55. ]56 ............ 165, 205 
seizure and aHle of. when removed trom State tax land. 113, 155, 156 ........ 165,205 
s~~ "Forf'Mt Prorluct8." 

WRIT OF ASSISTANCE: 
application tor, 141...................................................... ....... 194 

c:our~2, i:l. .~~~ .~~~~.~~~~ .~~ .~~I"~.~~~~~. ~~.~ .~~~~~ .~~~. ~~~~ ... ~. ~~~~~~~I~.~ .~:: 124, 183 
not to le.ue, when, 140........................................................ 186 

YARD: 
88.fOR.m .. nt ot fo ..... t protlu('ts In. H. 111...................................... 34, 36 

YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION: 
personal property ot exempt. 0........... .. . ....... ........................... 28 

YOUNG PEOPLE'S CHRISTIAN UNION: 
peraonal property ot exempt, 0 .......................... :..................... 28 
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Abbre\·laUons. 25 
A botract book.. 8. 
Account ""tween county and 

townshlpo. &7. 11:1 
Account ""tween state and 

county, M. 87, 11:1 
Acreage, 8. 25 
Action to aet ulde, 37, 70, 73 

76. 144 
Administrator. S 
Adverse po88e88lon. 53, 73. 
Adverae title. 72. 
Ag .. ncy, 4a ... , 53, 70, 72, M, 

&7. 
Agent. 3. 
Agricultural aocletles. I, 7, 37. 

Rankers. 18. 
Hanks. 8. H, 48. 
lIenevolent Inet., 7, D. 
HIli. receivable, 8 
Board ot revle ..... 7, 24. 211. 80. 

31, 00, 107. See .. Revle ...... 

Cancellation ot State bids, 
138. 

("an. 8. 
Cuh value. 8, 24. 27. 
Cemeterlee. I, 7. 
Certltlcate tor recording 

deed. 1M. 
Certlllcate of equalization, 

31. 43. 
Certillcate of error. 88. 
Certillcate of no taxes. 88. 
CertlllcRte ot eale. 71, 81. 
Certillcate, .tatutory, 30, 87, 

42.00. 
C .. rtlorarl. 31. 
Charlte back talles. 11:1. 88.. 
Charitable Institutions. 7, D. 
:"harter provlelone, 36. 86. 107. 
Chattel mortgage, 40, 47. 
Ch urehes, 7. 

Dt>cr..e of 88le, 86. 117. l1li. 
lJfoCl'H ot sale, c:ertllled copy 

ot. 61. 86. 
o....d. 25. 72. S ... "Tu Deed." 
J)t>mand, 48. M. 
J "'mllnd tor talles. 48. 47, l1li. 
Dt>poalta, 8-

Educational lnatltutlon., 7, 8. 
Ejectment, 86, 104. 
• ;Ievators. R. Ro, 7. 
Enrollment, 87. 
Jo;qualllUlUon, 34, 811, M, 11:1, 

l1li. J07. 
F.qultable ",lief. 70, 7S. 
Jo;qulty, 86, 70, 72, 73, 87, 88. 

Fair l'I'Ounds, 7, 88.. 
)"oreat products, 13, H, 1G. 

Guardian, I, Ii, 

Appeal, 67, 70. 
Application to purchase. 84. 
Apportionment, 35. 36, 37, 99. 

107. 
Annorles, 7. 
Art associations, 1. 
Assessment, M, 5, 8. 10. 11, 

18, 25, 28. 27, 36, 37, 38, 39. 
86, 78, l1li, 107, 131. 

Assessment alternative, 11. 
Assessment discrimination, 

24. 
Assessment. locus, 3, 4, 10, 11, 

13. H, 15. 
Assessment. omission of 

property, 7, 24, 30, 76. 

Bond, official, 43, 51, 02, 04, 
00. 

Books and papers, etc., ot 
office, 10. 18, 23, 24. 

Bridges. 8, 36, 37. 

CIties. fourth class, 10. 
CIties, spectal charter, 10. 
City treasurer. 55. See 

"Township Treasurer." 
Collateral attack, 30, 66, 70, 

86,00. 
Collection, M, 40, 44, 46, 47, 

Cil. 
Collection fee, 89. 90. 
Collector. see "Township 

Treasurer." 
Colleges, 7. 
Compensation of county offi

cers, 90, 110. 
Conllnnatlon, 70. 
Consideration for purchase, 

140. 
Construction, M. T., 7, 8. 
Continuance ot hearing on 

petl Uon, 67. 

Dt>puty Auditor General, 72, 
92. 

Dt>puty county treasurer, 72. 
Dt>scrlptlon, 25, M, 73, 98, l1li. 
Dt>slgnatlon ot paper, 63, 66. 
Dt>vlsees. 3. 
Dlepossesslon, 73. 

Error In favor. l1li •• 
Escheated lands, I, 7. 
Estate, 3, H. 
Eotoppel, 8. 30, 41, 46. 47, 55, 

86. 67. 70, 72, 73, 86, 87, 98, 
104, 107. 

Excessive levy, aD, 88.. 

Assessment. who to, 3, 8, 12. 
14. 19. 27. 

Assessment roll, 7, 24, 25, 211. 
30, 31. 34, 36, 37, 38, 39, 43, 
99.107. 

Assessors. M, 10, 24, 27. See 
··Supervlsor. ,. 

Assignee, ·3, 24. 
Assignment, 47. 
Asylums, 1. 
Attachment, 13. 
Attorney, 72. 
Attornment. 72. 
Auditor General, 70. 72. 87. 

94, 98. 

Brokers, 10. 
Building and loan Ass'ns, 1. 
Buildings on leased land, 2. 
Burden of proof, 66, 00. 

Corporations, 5, 7, 8, 11, 19, 
47. 

County and municipal prop
erty, 7. 

County clerk, 62, 67. 
County clerk's flies and 

records. 61, 62, 66, 67, 70, 99. 
County road system, 37. 
County tax, Items Included, 

37, 53. 54. 
County treasurer, 4. 44, 55, 67. 

70. 72. M, 87, 90, 92, 04, 102. 
County treasurer's deed, 124. 
County treasurer's warrant, 

40. 47, 53, 5(1. 
Credits. 8. 
Crops, growing. 47. 
Cumulative titles, 86. 
Curative statutes, M, l1li. 

Dollar mark, 66, 67, l1li. 
Dog tax. 26. 
Drain tax, 36, 37, 39, 40, 53, 

66. 96, 144. 
Duty to pay tax, M. 3. 6, 44; 

46, 50, 72. See "Payment." 

Ellecutive discretion, 87, 11:1, 
124 • 

Executor, 3, 46. 
Ellemptions, I, 2, 7, 8, 9, 24, 

25, 36, 47. 95. 
Expenses, 50. 
Express companies, 7, 
Evidence, 42, 46, 99, 

Fraud. 24. 47. 53, 86, 70, 72, Fraudulent admixture of 1011'S. 
73, 74, 78, 89, ll3. 

Good Faith acts, 77, 104. 
Fraudulent conveyance, 3. 
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Elearlng on petition, 62, 66. 
Eleirs, 3, 72, 130a, 130b. 
Ellghway orders, 46. 
Elighway taxes, 36, 37, 39, 53, 

87. 
ImPQ;ts, 9. 
Improvements, 86, 104, 131. 
incompetents. 14. 69. 
indebtedness, deduction of, 9, 
19., 

Indebtedness of township to 
county, 36. 

roint tenant, 72. 
rudgment, 39, 107. 
~aches. 69, 70, 73, 74. 
~ands crossed by railroads, 

25. 
"egal presumption, 30, 36, 66, 

73, 99. 
"egatees, 14. 
\<lachinery In building, 2. 
\<larksmen, society of, 1. 
\<lechanics' tools, 9. 
\<lllitary bounty lands, 1. 
\<lining property, 11. 
\<lisnomer. 12. 24, 30. 40. 99. 
distake of officer, 54, 72, 98. 

. GENERAL TAX LAW 

Homes for aged, etc., 1. Homestead lands, 4. 
Homestead, 7. Hospitals, I, 7, 9. 
Homesteaders, 104, 130a, 130b, Husband and wife, 3, 6. 

131. 

Indebtedness or. vacated vil-
lage, 37. 

Indebtedness to State, 35. 
Indian lands, I, 7. 
Industrial and charitable 

schools, 1. 
Injunction, 44, 114. 

Insolvent debtor, 44. 
Interest, 59, 74. 87, 95, 96. 
Interest In lands, 74. 
Invalidity of sales under 

prior laws, 139. 
Irregularities, M, 53, 54, 67, 

70,99. 
Judicial sales, 

under, 72. 
purchase Jurisdiction, I, 62, 63. 66, 70, 

72, 73, 74, 77, 99. 
Levy and sale, 46, 47. 
Levy on shares. 47. 
Libraries. 7, 26. 
License tax, 9. 
Lien, 40, 46, 53, 66, 72, 104. 
Life, tenant, 3, 72. 
Moneys receivable for taxes, 

44, 47, 54. 
Mortgagee. payment by, 46, 

53, 55. 74. 
Mortgagee, purchase by, 46, 

70. 72. 
Mortgages, 1,,3, 8, 13, 66. 

Limitations, M, 73, 84, 86, 104, 
143. 

Local customs, M., 
Local imp's, 24, 36, 66. 
Log marks, 15. 

Mortgagor, 72, 73. 
Municipal taxes. 7, 9, '10, 40, 
, 46, 54, 66, 107. 
Musical instruments, 9. 
Musical societies, 1. 
Mutual associations, 8. 

'feglect or refusal of elect- New townships. 105. Notice, 25, 62, 63, 64, 66, 72, 
ors. 36, 99. Non-residents, 24, 66. 

'few counties, 35, 105. 

)bjections to decree, 66, 67, 
70. 

)bjections to sale, 70. 
)ccupancy, 3, 44, 7~ See 

"Possession." 

?aintings, 9. 
'artial payment. 53. 55. 
~artnership property, 12, 14. 
'art paid lands, 4. 
~ayment. 3. 46, 53, 72, 73, 98, 

106. See "Duty to Pay 
Taxes," "Partial Payment." 
~ayment, attempt to make, 

86, 98. 
~ayment, involuntary, 46, 53. 
?ayment, voluntary, 44, 46, 

47, 53, 54, 84. 
~ayment on appeal, 67. 
'ayment under protest, 44, 

46, 47, 53, 58, 67. 

Official duty, default in dis
charge of. 91. 119. 

One mill tax, 39. 
Order of hearing, 62. 

Penalty. 59, 74. 
Personal property, 4, 8, 9, 13, 

14, 15, 19, 24. 
Personal property used in 

business. 9. 
Personal service, 66. 
Personal tax, 10, 44, 46, 47, 

56. 
Petition for decree, 00, 61, 62, 

63. 66, 95. 
Pipe line companies, 8. 
Place of sale, 62. 
Poor persons, exemption of 

property of, 7. 

~uestions concluded by de- Quieting title, 72. 
'cree, 67. 

~allroad hotels. 7. 
~allroad lands, 2, 7. 
~ailroad property, 36. 
~ai1road right of way, 25. 
~eal property, 2, 3, 7, 8, 14, 

24, 27. 34,.39, 47. 
teassessment 95, 96. 
teceipt for taxes, 46, 53, 58. 
teceiver, 46. 

!ale after payment. 76, 98. 
!ale in contravention of law, 

98. 
!chool taxes, 7, 36, 39, 53, 66, 

87, 107. 
!cientlftc Institutions, 7, 9. 
!econd deed. 83. 
,ecurltles, 14. 
!hares, stock, 8, 14, 40, 46, 47, 
;hertffs, 51. 
;pecial tax, 99. 
!tate bids, 84'. 

Records, 'M. See "County 
Clerk's Records and Files," 
"Equalization," "Board of 
Review." 

Recovery of taxes paid, 44, 
46. 47, 53. 

Redemption, 72, 74, 87. 
Refunding, 73, 98. 
Remainder-man. 3. 
Remedy, 24, 30, 47, 53. 
Replevin, 47. 
Report of sale, 71. 

Statement of moneys re-
ceived, 99. 

Statement of property, 18, 19, 
24. 

State property, 7. 
State tax lands, 68, 78, 79, 

84. 
,State tax land Usts, 78. 
State taxes, 37, 53. 54, 87. 
Statutory foreclosure, 66. 
Stock In trade, 8. 

135. 
Notice of purchase, 140. 

Order pro confesso, 66. 
Over valuation. 24, 29. 
Ownership title, 3. 
Owner unknown, 47, 99. 
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TAXATIOX ACTS OF 1909, 1911. 1913, 1915, 1917. 1919 
AXD 1921, OTHER THAN THOSE AMENDING 

THE GEXERAL T~~ LAW . 
. 'CT so. 8' OF 1909. 

Sec. 6-1. (939) Armories erected by counties, cities, pd-" Exemption of 
,'ate corporations, corporations composed of national guard :"'d'srits. 

companies or pri\'"ate individuals, and used by organizations f":m .~t;: 
of the permanent organized militia, shall be exempt from all boo, 

taxes, ordinary or extraordinary, whether le\'"ied by the state 
or by counties by municipalities, the same as other state 
property is exempt. Bonds, mortgages and othet: certificates 
of indebtedness made and issued by any niunicipality, organi-
zation or private indh'idual for the purpose of erecting 
armories under this act, shall not be assessed or taxed as 
personal property for any purpose, when held by any person 
within the state of Michigan. 

S'OTL-Thi8 ~tion f'xf'mpu from taxation armory buildin~ and also exempts 
from b.ulion ... ",,",or,al p......,.,rty bonds, mortlf8~ Bnd other certi6catts of 
indebtordn .... o..,.,rord by armory pro""rt)', 

,'CT SO, HO OF J9U, 

Sec. 18. (27!3) Within one week after the expiration of Return of 
the time limited in the warrant for the collection" of the unpaid taxes. 

taxes le\'ied in said roll or within One week after the time 
to "'hich said warrant may ha\'e been renewed or extended, 
if the trealmrer has been unable to collect any of the taxes 
on his roll on real property, it shall be his duty to return 
all such unpaid taxes on real property to the county treas-
1Irl.'r in the same mannt'r and with like effect as returns by 
fowDI,hip trt'lUIurl.'rs. The taxes thus ),eturned shall be col- C<>Uection, 

ll.'cted in the same manner as other taxes returned to such 
county trl.'asurer are collected under the pro\'"isions of the 
~eneral tax laws of the State, and the same rate of interest 
and amount of charges shall be collected thereon, and all Lien. 

taxes upon lands 80 returned upon lands as delinquent shall 
be and remain a lien thereon until paid: Prodded, That Pro.-i..,. 

the county treasurer shall at" the time that he makes his ~= ~xes. 
return to the Auditor General of delinquent taxes assessed 
nnder thl.' genl.'rnl tax law, also make a return of all village 
taxl.'S that were returned delinqul.'nt to his office and remain-
ing unpaid on the first day of March of the year in which 
the return is made. 

This .mend ..... nl pro.-ides f"r Ih .. rrlllrn by I .... rounly treesu .... r of delinquent 
TiII_ lau. at t ...... me time thaI ot .... r d .. linq .... nt taxes 8re returned. 

Sec. 1. (USi) The Auditor General is hereby authorized Certain lax ... 
and empowered to cancel all taxes remaining undischarged eancellord. 

~s appears from his books, and the records of his o~ce, 
assessl.'d or reassl"S8ed upon any lots or blocks, or fractions 
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of lots; of a'ny city, village or township plat, where there has 
been judicial or legislative action vacating said plat, prior 
to January first, nineteen hundred thirteen, and where such 
are now being assessed by governmental subdivisions. 

ADDED BY ACT NO. 208 OF 1918. 

Cut-over, etc., . Sec. 1. (4192) Hereafter any cut-over or wild lands, as 
i:~s exempt defined herein, which shall be actually purchased by any 
taxation. person for the purpose of making a home, shall be exempt 

Proviso. 

Application 
for exemp
tion. 

Bonds 
exempt from 
t'lxation. 

Acts 
repealed. 

When audi
tor general 
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from the payment of all taxes :t;or a period of five years there
after. Cut-over and wild lands shall be construed to mean 
any swamp land or land from which timber nas been removed 
and no part of which description claimed to be exempted 
has ever been cultivated. . The exemption herein provided for 
shall not be operative in any case, unless the purchaser, 
either upon contract or otherwise, actually resides upon and 
improves at least two acres thereof each and every year of 
the said five years in a manner to subject the same to culti
vation: Provided, That the exemption herein provided for 
shall not extend to more than eighty acres purchased .by 
anyone person. 

Sec. 2. (4193) Any person claiming exemption under this 
acil shall make applicatio'n to the supervisor for exemption 
at the time assessment of the township is made, and the 
supervisor shall enter the person's name upon the assess-

. ment roll and the description of the land the same as though 
taxes wer.e to be spread upon the land,and refer the appli
cation to the board of review of the township, who shall if 
the conditions entitling exemption have been complied· with. 
order to be written after the description "Exempt under the 
cnt-over and wild land act, first year,"· and each subsequent 
year thereafter if the conditions have been complied with, 
but using second year, third year, fourth year, fifth year suc
cessively, after which the land shall no longer be exempt 
under this act. 

Tllis act provides for the exemption from taxation for the period of five years 
under certain conditions of any cut-over or wild lands. ' 

ACT NO. 88 OF 1909. 

Sec. 1. (4194) All bonds hereafter issued by any 
county, township, city; village or school district within tlle 
state of Michigan pursuant to statute are hereby exempted 
from all taxation. 

Sec. 2. (4195) All acts and parts of acts inconsistent 
herewith are hereby repealed. 

ACT NO. 225 OF 1913 

Sec. 1. (4198) Whenever any person, firm or corporation, 
owning or claiming to own one or more government sub
divisions of land or one or more· lots or blocks included 
within the limits of any township, village or city plat in
cluded in the assessment with other government subdivisions 
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of land or with other lots or blocks upon the tax roll, shall 
make an affidavit, or cause said affidavit to be made by any 
person having knowledge of the facts, to the Auditor General, 
setting forth that the said person, firm or corporation owns 
at the time of making said affidavit the said government 
subdivision of land or said lot, lots or blocks and that the 
same has been included upon the assessment roll and has been 
sold and is held as state tax land with other government 
subdivisions of land or with other lots or blocks and that 
the said alfiant is desirous of paying all the taxes assessed 
against said land, and upon tender by such person, firm Or 
corporation to the Auditor General the proportionate amount 
of taxes, interest and charges accrued against said descrip
tion of land as appearing by the tax lists and records at the 
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time said tender or payment and affidavit is made, it shall be Auditor 

the duty of the Auditor General upon payment, to issue to fs~~~a.le~ 
such person, firm or corporation, as aforesaid, a deed of the . 
description or descriptions of land described in such alfidavit. . 

Thl. act provides that where leveraJ government subdivisions or several lots or 
bloeb In any plat are held a. State Tax Land a. one description. the owner 
,.f any of the ~vernment lubdivi.ion. or lots or block. may purchase the part 
owned hy him without being required to purchase the entire description. 

A pur~haee by a claimant of the title to real property from the State upon a 
fal"" all!<lavit of ownenhip doea not Inu.e to the benefit ot the former owner as 
a redemption.-Kmbury va. Goodenough. 157 M. BO. 

ACT NO. 70 OF 1911. 

Sec. 1. (4248) In consideration of .an annual payment Steam vessela 
into the state treasury by the owner of any steam vessel, ~tc .. tonnage." 
steam barge or steam boat engaged in the carrying of passen- ax. 

gers, holding license for such purpose, or carrying passen-
gers and freight, owned within this State or hailing from 
any port thereof, and employed in the navigation of inter-
national waters or waters of the Great Lakes, of a sum equal 
to twenty cents per net ton on the registered tonnage thereof, 
and the annual payment into the state treasury by the owner 
of any steam vessel, steam barge. or steam boat engaged iIi 
the carrying of freight only, owned within this State or hail-
ing from any port thereof and employed in the navigation of 
international waters, of a sum equal to ten cents per net 
ton on the registered tonnage thereof, such payment shall 
be received in lieu of all taxes, and such steam vessel, steam 
barge or steam boat shall be and the same is hereby made 
exempt from all further taxation, either state, county. or 
municipal, upon the payment of the sums herein provided. 

Payment of taxft under this section construed 81 payment for tax.. of next 
.u~in, feaf.-Mackina., Tran8portation Co. VI. Township ot Mackinac, 175 M. 

"". 
Sec. 2. (4249) The owner of any steam vessel, steam Verified 

barge or steam boat hailing from any port of this State and atatement. 

employed in the navigation of international waters or waters :,~~~ 
of the Great Lakes, to comply with the terms of this act, 
shall annually, on 01" before the first day of December, file 
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with the A:uditor General a verified statement in writing 
containing the name, port of hail, tonnage and name of 
owner of such steam vessel, steam barge or steam boat, and 
shall thereupon pay into the state treasury a sum equal to 
ten cents for freighter or twenty cents for passenger boat 
per net ton on the registered tonnage of said vessel, and the 
said treasurer shall thereupon issue his receipt therefor. 

Sec. 3. (4250) The said State Treasurer shall annually, 
on or before the first day of December, pay intG the county 
treasury of any county wherein is located the port of hail 
of any steam vessel, steam barge or steam boat complying 
with this act, all money so received from any steam vessel, 
steam barge or steam boat whose port of hail is within said 
county. The county treasurer of said county shall then pay 
to the city or township wherein is located· the port of hail 
of said· steam vessel, steam barge or steam boat such pro
portion of said money or tax as the amount of state and 
county tax paid by said city or town~hip bears to the whole 
state and coun~y tax in said county, as fixed and determined 
by the board of supervisors of said county at the annual 
meeting of said supervisors at which said board equalizes and 
apportions the amount of taxes that shall be paid by such 
city or township for state and county purposes, and the 
balance shall be retained by said county treasurer for state 
and county purppses, in proportion to the amounts said state 
and county are each entitled to under. such apportionment 
by said board of supervisors. 

NOTE.-The act provides for a tonnage tax on steam water craft and is by im
plication an amendment to subdivision 4 of section 8 of the general tax law. 
Boats paying taxes under this act are not subject to assessment under the pro
visions of the general tax law. 

This act takes effect August I, fUll. 

MINERAL RESERVATION ACT 

ACT NO. 51, P. A. 1911. 

Section 1. All mineral, coal, gas, salt, gypsum, oil, mining 
or other rights in or to any lands within this state, or to the 
ores, oils, gravel, valuable deposits or minerals contained 
therein which shall heretofore have been or shall hereafter 
be reserved in any conveyance of such lands, the interest so 
reserved shall be valued and assessed 'against the owner at 
the true cash value as an interest in real estate by the 
assessors of the assessment district where such lands are 
situated at the time of making the annual assessment of the 
property within such assessment district, and the interests 
in said lands so reserved and so valued and assessed shall 
be placed and, entered upon the assessment roll of such assess
ment district, and shall be, subject to taxation as an interest 
in real property at the same rate and subject to all the pro-
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visions of the laws of this state relating to the assessment 
and taxation of real property and providing for the collection 
of the taxes as levied and assessed against the same. The t:axes to be 

taxes so levied and assessed against such interest shall ben. 
become a lien thereon in the manner provided by law in the 
case of taxes assessed and levied against real property, and 
may be enforced by the sale of such reserved rights as an 
interest in real estate in the manner p'rovided for by the 
laws of this state for the enforcement and collection of taxes 
against real property. 

Section 2. In all cases where in the conveyance of real Interest, 
property within this state any such interest is reserved, the :r""'ment 

interest reserved and the interest conveyed shall be assessed 
and ,"alued for the purposes of taxation as separate interests 
in the lands described, and in case of default of payment of 
the taxes levied and assessed against the same, and it shall 
become necessary to sell such property in the manner pro-
vided by law to enforce such taxes, the interest in such lands 
belonging to different owners shall be sold separately and the 
sale of any such separate interests shall not affect any ot~er 
interest therein belonging to a difl'erent owner or owners. 

Section 3. The owner of any separate interest in any such Owner may 
lands may' become a purchaser at any tax sale of any other f.!'xre= at 
interest therein, and shall be entitled to hold the interest so 
acquired for his own use and benefit, and shall not be held 
to ha,"e acquired such interest for the joint benefit of himself . 
and the owner of any other interest therein and the 
owners of such separate interests shall not be held to be· 
tenants in common of the said lands, but such separate in-
terests shall be held to be separate and distinct interests 
therein. 

Section 4. In the event of said land not being redeemed WIlen land 
within the time limited by. law for the redemption of real not redeemed. 

property and the state shall acquire. title to such mineral 
right or reservation, the right so acquired shall not be sold 
or disposed of, except in the manner provided by law for 
the disposition of ores and mineral, coal, gas, salt, gypsum 
and oil contained in public lands belonging to the state or 
by way of lease, the lessee of such mineral right to yield and 
pay a stipulated royalty upon all ores and minerals mined 
from such lands, the income derived from which shall be 
paid into the state treasury and become part of its public 
funds. 

Section 5. It shall be the duty of the auditor general or Minerai 

of some other state omcer designated by law, upon the ex- !~g~e -:,tl.e 
piration of the period within which real property sold for . 
taxes may be rooeemed by the owner and upon the expira-
tion of ... hich period a purchaser would under the law become 
t'ntitled to a conveyance of the lands so purchased, to imme-
diately give notice to the o...-ner of such mineral, coal, gas, 
salt, gypsum, oil or mining right and to the owner o.f any 
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other interest therein that the said mineral right or reserva
tion was purchased at such tax sale -and that the same must 
be redeemed by the payment of taxes and interest as pro
vided by law for the redemption of real property, which 
notice shall be substantially in the form required to be given 
by purchasers of real property at any tax sale thereof pur
suant to the laws. of this 'state, and in case such mineral 
right or reservation in the lands in such notice described 
shall not be redeemed by the owner thereof within the time 
limited by law, the owner of the surface right or any other 
interest therein may redeem such reserved interest at any 
time within thirty days next after the expiration of the 
period within which the owner of such interest might have 
redeemed the same, and thereupon shall be entitled to a con
veyance by the state of its interest therein, and thereafter 
both the ore and Iliineral rights reserved in such land a,nd 
the fee thereof shall be held in the same right, and the said 
lands shall be valued and assessed as a whole. In case the 
mining or mineral rights so reserved in any such lands shall 
nc;>t be redeemed by the owner thereof or by the owner of any 
other interest therein, the title to such mineral right or reser
vation shall vest in and become the property of the state and 
shall be disposed of or held as provided for in section four 
of this act_ 

Section 6. In assessing such lands for the purpose of taxa
tion the value of the right reserved as fixed by the assessor 
shall be deducted from the whole value of such lands as 
fixed by him, and only the difference between the value of 
such reserved interest and the whole value of said lands 
as so fixed shall be assessed against the owner of the surface" 
right, fee or the remaining interest therein. 

Section 7. The assessing officer of the several assessment 
districts of this state may require the owner of any such 
mineral or mining right in any lands of this state to make 
return under oath _ to him of the value ot such mineral right 
and the value at which the owner holds the same. It shall 
be the duty of the proper assessing officer of the territory or 
district in which such rights and the lands with which con
nected are situated, within the same time and in accordance 
with the method prescribed in the general tax law, to assess 
all such reserved rights at their true cash value. The state
ment of the owner of the value of such reserved rights shall 
in no wise be binding upon the assessing officer_ Any per
son who refuses to furnish a sworn statement herein required 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon convic
tion thereof shall be subject to imprisonment not to exceed 
six months or a fine not to exceed one hundred dollars, or 
both such fine and .imprisonment in the discretion of the 
court: Provided, however, Such assessment shall be made 
as, and- shall be subject" to, revision and review in the same 
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manner and to the same extent as assessments of other 
property. 

Section 8. This act shall be considered as remedial legis- Act, purpose 

lation enacted for the purpose of equalizing taxation and ot. 
subjecting all interest in lands thereto and shall be so held 
and construed. 

Section 9. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent with or 
contravening the pro\'isions of this act are hereby repealed. 

Section 10. This act is immediately necessary for the 
preservation of the public safety. 
R~~nl.,d. 

ACT 1'0. 118 OF U15 

Sec. 1. ("251) Act number fifty-one of the Public Acts Act repealed. 

of nineteen hundred eleven, entitled "An act to provide for 
the assessment, valuation and taxation of mineral, coal, gas, 
salt, gypsum, oil, mining or other rights reserved in or to 
any lands in this State or to the ores, minerals, coal, gas, 
salt, gypsum and oil contained therein against the owner 
thereof as an interest in real property in any and all cases 
where any mineral right in or to the ores, oils, mine, valuable 
deposits, minerals contained therein, shall be or shall here-
tofore have been reserved to the grantor or any other per· 
son in any conveyance thereof," is hereby repealed. 

Sec. 2. (i2:>2) The Auditor General is hereby authorized, Ta][es to tie 
empowered and directed to cancel all taxes remaining undis- cancelled. 

charged as appears from the records of his office or that may 
be hereafter returned to his office upon the assessment of 
mineral, coal, gas, salt, gypsum, oil, mining or other rights 
reserved in or to any lands in this State assessed and re-
turned delinquent for such taxes under the provisions of act 
number fifty-one of the Public Acts of nineteen hundred 
eleven. 

Sec. 3. (i253) The Auditor General is hereby authorized Sales to be 
to cancel the sale of any and all mineral reservations here- cancelled. 

fofore or hereafter made under the provisions of act number 
fifty-one of the Public Acts of nineteen hundred eleven: 
I'rovilled, That in case any such mineral reservations are Proviso. Fe

lIold to any individual. firm or corporation, it s~all be the !~:::~n:rI~"" 
duty of the Auditor General after the canceliatlOn of such 
sales, to refund to such purchaser the amount paid to pur-
('hase, together with interest thereon from the date of pur-
('hase to the date of cancellation at the rate of six per cent 
per annum. 

Sec. 4. (42:>i) That upon the cancellation of the amount Loar, how 
of such taxes, the State, county, township, city or village stood. 

IIhall stand the loss of their portion of such taxes. 

TbIa .ct nopeala Act 1'0. n, P. A. nil, known .. the ml?"raJ reservaUon act. 
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. ACT NO. 91 OF 1911. 

Sec. 1. (4268) For the purposes of this act all indebted
ness secured by liens upon real property shall constitute 
that class of credit upon which this act impos~s a specific 
tax. The word "mortgage" as used herein shall include every 
mortgage or other instrument by which a lien is created over 
or imposed upon real property, notwithstanding it may also 
be a lien upon other property, or there may be other security 
for the debt, and shall also include executory contracts for 
the sale of real property, and deeds or other instruments 
that are given to secure debts. 

The specific tax on mortgages and land ""ntracts is in lieu of all general 
taxes. including special assessments.-Union Trust Co. vs. Common Council of 
the City of Detroit, 170 M.· 692. 

A land contract, executory in character, reserving to the vendor the legal title, 
creates !l lien ou real estate, and is subject to tbe mortgage tax law.-Nelson vs. 
Breitenwischer, 194 M. 30. • 

Taxation of mortgage« and land contracts to their full value in addition to the 
assessment of the real estate, is not double taxation.-Id. 

Tbe provision exempting building and loan mortgages from the mortgage tax 
does not exempt from taxation.-Ross vs. Stoll, 199 M. 561. 

Sec. 2. (4269) A tax of fifty cents for each one hundred 
dollars and each remaining major fraction thereof of the 
principal debt or obligation which is, or under any con
tingency may be, secured by a mortgage upon real property 
situated within this State recorded on or after the first day 
of January, nineteen hundred twelve, is hereby imposed on 
each such mortgage, and shall be collected and paid as here-

Proviso, inafter provided: Provided, That no tax shall be imposed 
library, etc. upon any debt or obligation which is, or under any con

tingency may be, secured by a mortgage upon such real 
estate as shall be owned and occupied by library, armory, 
benevolent, charitable, educational and scientific institutions, 
incorporated under the laws of this State, with the buildings 

Proviso, 
fraternal 
societies. 

and other property thereon, while occupied by them solely 
for the purposes for which they were incorporated: Pro
vided, .That such exemption shall not apply to fraternal or 
secret societies, but all charitable homes of such societies 

Further pro- shall be exempt: Provided further, That no tax shall be 
;~~, church, imposed upon any debt or obligation which is, or under any 

contingency may be, secured by a mortgage upon any house 
of public worship with the land on which it stands, the fur
niture therein and all rights in the pews,and upon any par
sonage, owned by any religious society of this· State and 
occupied as such; which such mortgage is recorded on or 
after the first day of January, nineteen hundred twelve: 

~urther. pro- Provided further, No tax shall be imposed upon any build
i~~o, a~~111~an. ing and loan mortgage. The tax imposed by this section shall 

be in addition to the recording fee now provided for by law. 
In computing the amount of the tax: to be paid on the amount owing on a land 

contract, the county treasurer is to be guided by the face of the instrument, and 
where that instrument sbows that the down payment was paid before the execu
tion of the contract, the amount thereof should be deducted from the purchase 
price, an:! the tax computed on the balance.-Shupert VB. Ingham Co. Treas., 2U 
III. 833. 
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Sec. 3. (4270) The tax imposed by this act shall be paid How paid, 
to and co~lected by the treasurer of the county where such f~: ~:::put
mortgage IS first presented for record, in the manner follow-
ing: Before said mortgage is received by the register of 
deeds for recording it shall be presented to the county treas-
urer, who shall as one of his official duties, compute and 
collect the taxes due thereon as provided by this act, and 
shall certify on said mortgage the amount secured thereby 
and the amount or taxes received by him. Said certificate Certillcate, 
shall be recorded by the register of deeds as a part of the recording of. 
record of said mortgage. If said mortgage is given wholly 
or partly as an indemnity, the mortgagee or owner thereof, 
shall attach thereto an affidavit showing the greatest amount 
for which it can, under any circumstances, become security, 
and the taxes shall be paid upon ~hat amount, and no greater 
sum can be collected on said mortgage, Such certificate shall 
not be required with any mortgage made to indemnify the 
mortgagee as surety, or to secure the performance by the 
mortgagor of any contract which does not require the pay-
ment of a specified sum of money, nor with any mortgage 
made to correct or perfect a mortgage previously recorded, 
on which th~ charges imposed by this act have been paid, if 
no new or additional indebtedness is created thereby. For Wilful mis
a wilful misstatement of the amount for which said mort- statement. 
gage can, in any event, become security, said mortgagee or 
the owner of said mortgage shall be deemed to have subjected 
himself to the pains and penalties of perjury, 

The mnrllrue taz Is to be computpd upon the amount shown upon the faee of 
the In.trume"t 10 be owlnl(, and If Ihat fails 10 show the IIrst payment to have 
been made boorore Ihe .. xccutlon of the I nslrumenl, then Ihe tax must be paid on 
the fnll ron.hleratlon Iherpln.-Dptrolt l.and Contract Co. vs. Green, 202 M. 464. 

Endorllf'menta on the back ot 8 IBnd contract are no part of it. and should not 
be a.oaidered by the lrelUiurer In computing the taz.-Id. -

Sec. 4. (4271). Am. Act 213 of 1921. If the mortgage Property 
shall cover and describe real property situated partly within pa~tlfu Wl\h-

I and partly without this State, then there shall be included ou e sa e. 
in or attached to said mortgage a statement of the value of 
said property located in this State and of the value of said 
property located without this State. The mortgagor shall 
take oath, which may be administered in the acknowledg-
ment of said mortgage, that the values placed upon the 
property covered by the mortgage are the true values thereof, 
to the best of his knowledge and belief, and for a wilful 
misstatement of any such values he shall be deemed guilty of 
perjury .• When the real property covered by said mortgage When mort
is located partly \\'ithin this State and partly without this gage sub-

hlbf b · df dmlttedtotllx State, the mortgage s ai, e ore elDg presente or recor commlssion-
in any county in this State, be submitted to the Board of ers. 
State Tax Commissioners, and it shall be the duty of said 
board to determine what proportion shall be taxable under 
this act, by determining the relative value of the mortgaged 
property within this State as compared \\'ith the total value 
of the entire mortgaged property taking into consideration 
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in so doing the amount of all prior incumbrances upon such 
property. or any portion thereof. The said Board of State 
Tax Commis!!1ioners shall cause notice to be served upon the 
mortgagor and the mortgagee in the manner hereinafter pro
vided, and not less than ten days thereafter shall proceed to 
determine what proportion of the principal indebtedness 
secured by the mortgage shall be used as the measure of 
taxation within this State under the provisions of. this act. 
The notice aforesaid shall be in manner and form as follows: 

To the mortgagor and mortgagee named in the within 
described mortgage. 

Take notice, That on the .......... day of ............ . 
. Anno Domini nineteen hundred .............. , the Board of 
State Tax Commissioners of the State of Michigan, will meet 
in the offices of said commission at Lansing, Michigan, at 
.......... o'clock a. m. (p. m.) to det~rmine what propor
tion of the principal indebtedness secured by the mortgage 
given under date of ................ by .................. . 
to ............. :.... shall be used as the measure of taxa-
tion within this State under the provisions· of act number 

. ninety-one of the Public Acts of nineteen hundred eleven, 
and that you are entitled to attend such meeting and to 
testify as to the correctness of the values placed upon the 
property included in said mortgage. . 

(Description) 
BOARD OF STATE TAX COMMISSIONERS. 

By ........................... . 
Secretary. 

The . service of the said above notice shall be by registe;red 
. mail and the said Board of State Tax Commissioners shall 

retain in its files the postmaster's receipt for same. ·If the 
person or persons entitled to said notice are dead, or if their 
estate shall be under control of a trustee or guardian, then 
and in such case notice as hereinbefore provided shall be 
served upon the executor or administrator of said deceased 
person or persons, or upon his or their heirs if there be no 
executor or administrator, or upon the trustee or guardian 
of any incompetent person with. like effect as if served upon 
the mortgagee or mortgagor. In determining the separate 
values of the property covered by any such mortgage within 
and without this State for the purpose of ascertaining the 
proportion of the principal indebtedness secured by.the mort
gage which is taxable under this act, the Board of State 
Tax Commissioners shall consider only the value of the 
tangible property covered by such mortgage, taking into con-' 
sideration in so doing the amount of all prior incumbrances 
thereon. For the purpose of determining such value, the 
Board of State Tax Commissioners may require the mort
gagor or mortgagee or both to furnish the board by. affidavit 
or verified report, such information or data as it deems 
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necessary for such purpose, or the board may take the testi- . 
mony of the mortgagor or any other person in relation 
thereto, and if any person whose testimony is desired can 

. be found within this State, may require him by subpoena 
to attend before the board at a specified time and place for 
the purpose of testifying in relation to the values of such 
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property. When said Board of State Tax Commissioners Notio:e. of 

shall have determined the amount of tax due on said mort- g~~.r'll:rn~ of. 
gage, said board shall file notice in writing of such determin-
ation with thp treasurer of the county in which the mortgage 
will first be presented for record and to the register of deeds 
or recording officer of each county in which any part of the 
mortgaged property in this State is situated, and said board 
shall forthwith ser\'e notice of said determination in writing 
upon the mortgagor and mortgagee in the manner herein-
before specified for serving notice of examination by said 
Board of State Tax Commissioners and in form as herein-
after provided, and said mortgage upon which said tax is 
due shall not be received for record until the tax determinE'd 
upon by the Board of State Tax Commissioners, shall have 
been paid in full. The Board of State Tax Commissioners May adopt 
shall adopt rules to govern their procedure, and the manner rules, 
of taking evidence in these matters, and may require certi-
fied statements to be furnished by the board of assessors or 
register of deeds or recording officer of the respective counties 
in relation thereto .. The provisions of this section relating 
to the refusal of receiving a mortgage for record until the 
tax thereon has been paid in full shall not apply to mort-
J:'ages made in trust to secure payment of bonds or obliga-
tions issued or thereafter to be issued, when only a partial 
amount of the indebtedness has been advanced thereon at 
the time of presentation for record. The aforesaid notice of Noti~e of de
the de1ermination of the Board of State Tax Commissioners ~~~ID:r~lon. 
shall be in form as follows: 

To the mortgagor of the within described instrument: 
Take notice, That the tax upon the mortgage (deed of trust 

or other instrument) given under date· of ................ . 
by ..................... · ... to ....................... .. 
has been determined by this board to be .................. . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Said instrument will not be admitted 
to record in any county in the State of Michigan until said 
tax shall have been paid and discharged. . 

BOARD OF STATE TAX COMMISSIONERS. 
By ............................. . 

. Secretary. 

Sec. 5. (4272) Am. by Act 213 of 1921; Am. by Act 246 Mortgages 

of 1923. In case of mortgages made in trust to secure pay- r:~:. In 

ment of bonds or obligations issued or to be issued t4ere-
after, if on]y a partial amount of the indebtedness has been 
advanced thereon at the time of presentation for record, such 
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mortgage shall, at the end thereof, contain a sworn statement 
of the amounts advanced thereon and secured thereby, and 
the tax herein provided shall be computed on that basis. 

When further When a further amount is about to be advanced thereon or . 
~::'n~~d!:fc~ become secured thereby the mortgagee 'shall immediately 

notify the board of state tax commissioners· and it shall be 
• the duty of said board to determine the amount of tax to be 

paid thereon in the same manner as provided herein for 
determination of the original tax thereon. The treasurer and 
recording officer. of the county in which the original tax was 
paid shall be notified of such determination by the secretary 
of said board and the tax shall thereupon become due and 
payable and shall be paid in the same manner .as the original 

'Yhen addi- tax on said mortgage. If such additional tax is not paid as 
~~i'dal tax un- required by this section slich trust mortgage and evidence 

. of indebtedness, bonds or securities secured thereby shall be 
unenforceable until said tax is paid and such additional 
tax shall draw interest at the rate of one per cent per month 
from the date when the first became due. On or before the 
tenth day of January in each year thereafter the mortgagor 
shall file a sworn statement with the board of state tax com
missioners, setting forth the amount of bonds issued during 
the preceding calendar year under the provisions of said 
mortgage, the total amount of bonds issued under said mort
gage and the amount of such bonds outstanding on the first 
day of January of the year in which such report ,is made. 

When dis- No trust mortgage shall be discharged until the trustee 
charged. therein shall have filed an affidavit that all taxes for which 

such mortgage is liable have been. duly paid. Any person 
making a false affidavit under this provision shall be liable 
to prosecution for perjury. 

Where a Michigan corporation executed a blanket trust mortgage securing 
bonds which were only partly issued prior to January I, 19IB, and thereafter 
issued mOI"e bonds and increased its mortgage indebtedness in pursuance of pro
visions in the trust instrument on the basis of other property purchased, it was 
not entitled to have a supplemental instrument. reciting the original trust arrange
ment and covering the subsequently acquired property placed on record without 
paying the entire tax on the whole amount of bonds issued.-EcoDomy Power 
Co. v. Daskam. 174 M. 402; Steel and Tube Co. of America v. Bd. of State Tax 
Corns., 225 M. 59 •. 

When re- Sec. 6. {4273} The owner of any mortgage which is now, 
~td:~ec~rS~~e or which may be recorded before this act takes effect, may 

present to the county treasurer of the county in which said 
property is situated an affidavit setting forth the mortgage 
and the place of record thereof and the amount of principal 
secured thereby which is unpaid, and may pay a like tax of 
one-half of one per cent upon such amount, and thereafter 
said mortgage for the purpose of taxation is to be considered 
and treated the same as other mortgages provided for in 
this act. Said affidavit shall :be recorded in the office of the 
register of deeds and shall be prima facie proof of the amount 
of tlle principal unpaid on said mortgage. Mortgages given 
prior to January first, nineteen hundred twelve, and on which 
the registry tax provided for in this act shall not be paid, 
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tohall remain under the present ad valorem system of taxa· 
tion and shall be assessed and taxed under the present law. 

Taus on a land contract e:recuted belore the taldn~ eWect 01 the mortpge tax 
law of nine1~n bundrf'd ~Ieven. but Dot recorded prior to January flrst. nineteen 
hundred h'elve, are to he romputed on the amount appearin~ to be due on the 
t"c-e .of Aid contract and not 00 the amount actually due as shown by an 
aftlda.it anne:red to &aid con!ract.-Bowen v. MoelIer, 171 M. 541. 
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, 
Sec. 7. (4274) The county treasurer shall keep a separate Specific 

account of said specific taxes collected by him and shall on ~ried~'here 
the first day of each month, transmit to the State Treasurer 
one·half of the moneys in his possession belonging to that 
account, and the county treasurer shall credit to the general 
fund of the county the specific taxes collected. by him as 
aforesaid. The State Treasurer shall place the same to the 
credit of the general fund, to be used for general State pur· 
pORes. 

Sec. 8. (4275) No mortgage or land contract, which is C~ntract, 
subject to the tax imposed by this act shall be released, ;:;..:d::-tc. 
enforced, discharged of record or received in evidence in any 
action or proceeding at law or in equity, nor shall any assign· 
ment of or agreement extending any such mortgage or land 
contract be recorded until the tax imposed thereon by this 
act shall have been paid as in this act provided. No judg· 
ml'nt or final order in any action or proceeding at law or 
in equity shall be made for the foreclosure or enforcement of 
any such Dlortga~e or land contract, which is subject to the 
tax imposed by this act, or any debt or obligation secured 
thl'reby, until the tax imposed by this act sball have been paid 
liS provided in this act. The cl'rtificate of the county treasurer Certificate 
in fonn as herl'inarter provided, shall be prima facie evidence ~~,::~rer, 
of the payml'nt of the tax. 

The certi1lcate aforesaid shall read as follows: 

State of Michigan, lss 
County of ............... J . 

1 hereby certify that the tax due upon the mortgage given 
by ..................•. , mortgagor to .................. . 
mortgagee, covering the property therein described and 
rl'cordl'd on p~e ............ of liber ............ in the 
r('gistl'r of deed's ornce for the county of ................. , 
Stnte of lIichigan, has been paid in full . 

...... .. .. ....... ... ... ······r .. 
County trl'8SUrer for ........•..... county, Michigan. 

So mort ... "" on IlIn<l «m!rB.ot .... hkh I. s .. bject to the tax ImpGOM by this act 
ran be ftlf'ftHd. enro~. di ... harnd of rf'llC'Ord. or receh'ed in evidence until the 
tA:r b .. beeo paid.-Sel ... n n. U",ilenwlacher, Itt M •• 0; Rodenhouae VB. DeGolia. 
118 M. tor. 

Sec. 9. (-i2i6) Where a mortgage covers property in more When prop-' 

than one county in this State, the tax herein provided shall ~I~:" I::n:,o,., 
be paid in the county where the same is first presentl'd for county. 

record and no tax shall be imp081'd or additional treasurer's 
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certificate required for the purpose of recording such mort
gage in any other county. 

NOTE:-This act provides for a specific tal!' upon mortgages recorded on or after 
_ January 1. 1912. Such taxes may also be paid (at the option of the owner of 

such mortgage) on mortgages recorded prior to that date. Mortgages npon which 
taxes are paid nnder the pro'Visions of this act are not subject to assessment under 

Credits' 
exempted. 

Conflicting 
acts. 

Specific tax 
on certain 
negotiable 
bonds. 

Person desir
ing to pay 
may present 
bond. 

Endorsement 
on bond. 

County treas
urer to- keep 
separate 
account. 

Exempt -from 
further tax. 

subdi'Vlsions 6 and 13 of the general tax law. -

Sec. 10. (4277) Am. by Act 213 of 1921. All credits upon 
which this act imposes a 'specific tax shall, when such taxes 
have been fully paid, be exempt from further general taxes 
under the laws of this State. _All acts and parts of acts in 
contravention -of the provisions of this act are hereby re
pealed. 

Where the e;idence shows' that plaintiff, a banking firm, or co-partnership, had 
invested an amount of their capital stock in mortgages and land contracts, upon 
which the specific tax had been- paid under the mortgage- tax law, no additional 
tax could be imposed under the general tax law.-Bank of Tustin ot J. M. Perry 
& CO. 'VS. Township of _ Burdell, 184 _M. 131. 

ACT NO. lS9 OF 1918, AS AM. ACT 27, 1917 .• 

Sec. 1. (4278) In all cases where negotiable bonds are 
secured by a mortgage upon or trust deed of real or per-
sonal property, executed to a trustee for the benefit of the 
holders of 'the bonds mentioned, which mortgage or trust 
deed was recorded in Michigan prior to January first, nine
tee~ hundred twelve, the holder of any bond or bonds thus 
secured may pay a specific tax of one-half of one perl cent 
upon the principal-- mentioned in such bond as hereinafter 
provided. 

Sec. 2. (4279) Am. Act 21 of 1917. The person desiring 
to pay such specific tax may present any bond as above 
described to the county treasurer of any county in which 
he resides or in which he may be, and pay to such county 
treasurer the tax of one-half of one per cent of the principal 
sum thereof, and the treasurer shall endorse upon such bond 
a certificate signed by him that such tax, stating the amount 
thereof and the date of payment, has been paid. 

Sec. 3. (4280) The county treasurer shall keep a separate 
account of sajd specific taxes paid to him and a record of 
the.bonds on which the same are paid, and shall on the first 
day of each month transmit to the State Treasurer one-half 
of. t~e moneys in his possession belonging to that account, 
and the county treasurer shall credit to the general fund 
of the county the specific taxes collected by him as aforesaid. 
Th'e State Treasurer shall place the same to the credit of the 
general fund to be used for general state purposes. 

Sec. 4. (4281) The bond on which such specific tax shall 
have been paid as above provided shall forever thereafter be 
exempt from further- general taxes under the laws _ of this 
State, in the hands of whomsoever may hold the same. 
- This act pro'Vides for' the payment of a specific tax on negotiable bonds secnred 
by -mortgage or trust deed where such mortgage or trust deed was recorded in 
this state prior to January 1, 1912. , 

The person desiring to pay such taxes must present the bond to the county 
_ treasurer, and the county treasurer must endorse on the bond the payment of the 

tax. 
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ACT It! OF l'U. AS AM, BY ACT 171 OF Ul7. 

SeC. 1. (4282) The words "secured debts" as used in this "Secured 

act shall include: ~~~~;:'d,:~at 
(1) Any bond, note or debt secured by mortgage or real 

property recorded in any state or county other than Michi-
gan, and not recorded in the State of Michigan. 

(2) Any and all bonds, notes or written or printed obli
gations, parts of a series of similar bonds, notes or obliga
tions, the payment of which is secured by a mortgage or deed 
of trust of real or personal property, or both, which mort
gage or deed of trust is recorded in some place outside of 
the State of Michigan and not recorded in the State Of 
Michigan. 

(3) Any and all bonds, notes or written or printed obli
gations, forming part of a series of similar bonds, notes or 
obligations, ;which are secured by a deposit of any valuable 
securities, as co\lateral security for the payment of such 
bonds, notes or obligations, under a deed of trust or collateral 
agreement held by a trustee. The term "secured debts" as 
used in this act shall not include securities held as collateral 
to secure the payment of bonds taxable under this act. 

Sec. 2. (4283) Am_ Act 173 of 1917. Any person may Specilie tax. 
take or send to the office of the treasurer of the county where amount. eto!. 
he resides, any secured debt as defined in section one of this 
act, or any bond or other obligation issued by any foreign 
country or by any state, county, township, city, village, 
school district, or good roads district or other governmental 
subdivision outside of this state and may pay to the county 
a tax of one-half per centum on the face value thereof' and 
the treasurer shall thereupon endorse upon said secured debt 
or municipal bond a certificate that such tax, stating the 
amount thereof, has been paid and the date of such pay-
ment and certifying that the same is exempt from taxation, 
which endorsement shall be duly signed and dated by the 
treasurer or his duly authorized, representative. The treas-
urer shall keep a record of such endorsements with a descrip-
tion of such secured debt or 'municipal bond, together with 
the name and address of the person presenting same and 
the date of registration. 

Sec. 3. ( 428!) The conn ty treasurer shall keep a separate Out,. of 

account of said specific taxes collected by him, and shall on r,':~rer 
the first day of each month, transmit to the State Treasurer . 
one-half of the money in his possession belonging to that 
account, and the county treasurer shall credit to the general 
fund of the county, the specific taxes collected by him as 
aforesaid_ The State Treasurer shall place the same to the 
credit of the general fund, to be used for general state pur-
poses. 

Sec. 4. (428:) Secured debts upon which said specific P:xempt from 
tax shall be paid, shall be exempt from further general taxes further tal[, 

under the laws of this State. ' 
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• Sec. 5. '(4286) All acts or parts of acts in contravention 
of the provisions of this act are hereby repealed. 

This act provides for the payment of a specific tax on any hond, note or debt 
secured by a mortgage on real property recorded in any state or country other 
than Michigan and not recorded in this state. 

The person desiring to pay tbe tax must present tbe bond or note to the county 
treasurer, and the county treasurer must endorse on the bond or note tbe pay-
ment of the tax. . 

ACT 86 OF 1917. 

Private for- Sec. 1. Upon any tract of land not exceeding one hundred 
IT~n~:",erva- sixty acres, where at least one-half is improved and devoted 

to agricultural purposes in this State, there may be selected 
by the owner or owners thereof, as a private. forest reserva
tion, a portion thereof not exceeding one-fourth of the total 
area of said tract, upon filing with the treasurer of. the 
county in which· it is located a description of such forest 

When subject 
to act. 

Idem. 

reservation as is hereinafter provided. 
Sec. 2. If any land owner shall plant not less than twelve 

hundred trees on each acre of selected private forest reserva
tion, then it shall become subject to this act as herein pro
vided. 

Sec. 3. Upon any tract selected as a private forest reser-
vation which is partially stocked with forest trees, the owner 
may plant a sufficient number of forest trees to assure a 
spaciilg of approximately six by six feet on the open areas, 
when the same shall become subject to this act as in section 
two. 

Cattle, etc., Sec, 4. No land owner shall receive the benefit of this act 
;:'~~r::,aJpon. who shall permit cattle, horses, sheep, hogs or goats to 

pasture upon such reservation until at least ninety per cent 
of. the trees are two inches in diameter, and then only under 
such rules and regulations as may -be made by the State 

How main
tained. 

Restocking, 

Board of Agriculture. 
Sec. 5. The forest reservation shall at all times be kept 

fully stocked with forest trees under such rules and, regula
tions as may be made from time to time by the State Board 
of Agriculture, and shall at all times be maintained as a 
woodlot. . 

Sec. 6. 'Whenever any trees are removed from such private 
forest reservation, provision shall be made for complete re
stocking with forest-trees under such rules and regulations 
as may be made by the State Board of Agriculture. 

What con- . Sec. 7. The varieties of ash, hemlock, beech, maple, pine, 
:~~er:!s~or- oak, hickory, basswood, elm, locust, walnut, butternut, iron

wood, cedar, larch, tulip tree, mulberry, osage orange, sassa
fras, catalpa and such other trees as the State Board of ' 
Agriculture may recommend shall be considered forest trees 
within the meaning of this act. 

Record of Sec. 8. It shall be the duty of the treasurer of each county 
reservations. to keep a record of all private forest reservations within such 

county as the same may be selected by the owner or owners 
thereof under this act; and said treasurer shall, on or before 
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the first Monday in April in each year, certify to the super
visor or assessor of each township a description of the 
selected private forest reser\'ations therein, and the name of 
the OWIJer or owners thereof. 

Sec. 9. It shall be the duty of the supervisor or assessor Idem. 
in each township to keep a record of all private forest reser
vations within his township as certified to him by the treas
urer of said county, and he shall require the owner or his 
agent to subscribe under oath the extent and description of 
the land selected as private forest reservation and that the 
number of trees is as required by this act and that he will 
maintain the same according to the intent of this act. 
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Sec. 10.. The said Board of Agriculture shall also prescribe Application, 
the form of application and contract to be filed with the .form ot. 
treasurer of the county wherein such application shall be 
made, and form of notice by treasurer to supervisor or other 
assessing officer. 

Sec. 11. It shall be the .duty of the supervisor or assessor Supervisor, 
to personally examine the various private reservations when :~~i'n!:' ex
the red estate is assessed for taxation, and to note upon his 
return, the condition of the. trees, and that same are properly 
planted and continuously cared for, in order that the intent 
of this act may be complied with. If the said private reser-
,'ation is properly planted and continuously cared' for in 
accordance with the provisions of this act, such part of its 
value as is over and above one dollar per acre shall be exempt 
from all taxation: Provided, 'Vhen any owner of a forest Proviso. 
reservation provided for in this act shall desire to cut and 
harvest trees in said reservation, except for firewood or build-
ing material for the domestic use of said owner or his tenant, 
he shall notify the tax assessor of his district of his said 
intention and after such trees are cut, and before their re-
moval from the land, the owner shall make an accurate 
measurement or count of all the trees cut, and file with the 
assessor a true and accurate return of such measurement or 
count and of the variety and value of the trees so cut. The 
assessor shall forthwith assess the stumpage value of the 
timber so cut and shall issue a license to remove said timber, 
which llcense shall be in effect upon payment to the colleetor 
of taxes of the district of a fee of five per cent of such 
appraised valuation. The assessor shall notify the clerk and 
the tax collector of his district of the issuance of such license. 
If any such timber is removed without payment of such 
license fee, it shall be the duty of the tax collector to levy 
upon such timber for collection of such license fee in the 
manner provided by law for collection of personal taxes. If 
the owner of any such forest reservation desires at any time 
to withdraw his land from such classification, or fails to 
comply with the provisions of this act, the tax assessor of 
his district shall estimate the cash value of the timber on 
the stump and the owner shall pay a fee of five per cent of 
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su~h appraised valuation; and, on his refusal or neglect to 
. make such payment, the tax collector shall levy, upon such 

timber for collection in such fee in the manner provided by 
law for the collection of personal taxes. ' ' 

Sec. 12. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent with the 
provisiQns of. this act are hereby repealed.' 

NOTE.-'-This act provides for private forest reserves and the exemption of same 
from taxation. ' . ' 

ACT 116 OF 1917. 

Sec. 1. On the first day of December, nineteen hundred . 
seventeen, and on the first day of December in each and 
every year thereafter, there shall be paid' into the treasury 
of each COUJlty in this State in which may be located any 
State tax homestead or State swamp lands under the dm
trol and supervision of the Public Domain Commission, a 
tax of five cents per acre, or major portion thereof, of all 
such lands as shall belong to the' State on the first day of 
December in each year, which tax shall be in lieu of all 
other taxes now levied against such State land under any 
existing law. The money so received by any county shall be 
placed in the, general fund and shall be expended under thE.' 
supervision of the board of supervisors of such county upon, 
the trunk line highways within such county in the manner 
prescribed by law and in accordance with the suggestions of 
the State Highway Commissioner: Provided, however, That 
if no such trunk li~e highways are established within the 
county in which such State tax homestead or State swamp 
lands are located, then the tax provided by this act'shall be 
expended 'upon the highways of such coun.ty under the super
vision of the board of supervisors and in accordance with the 
suggestion of the State, Highway Commissioner. 

Sec. 2. The Public Domain Commission shall enter upon 
theil' records against each description of said lands the 
amounts provided by this act and shall certify the same to 
the Auditor General, who shall draw his warrant on the 
State Treasurer therefor; to be' paid out of any moneys in 
the general fund not otherwise appropriated. Such amounts 
shall be forwarded by the Public Domain Commission to, the 
county treasurers. 

Sec. 3. Section fifty-five of act number fifty-nine of the 
Public Acts of nineteen hundred fifteen, entitled "An act to 

, provide for the construction and improvement of highways, 
to borrow money therefor, and the assessment and collection 
of taxes for the construction thereof, and to limit the sums 
of money to be paid by counties for highway purposes," is 
hereby repealed. 

NOTs.-This act provides for the payment by the state of a tax of five cents an 
acre upon state lands to the county treasurer of the county in which the lands 
are located to be used for trunk line highways. 
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ACT NO. UI OF 1817. • 
Sec. 1. The public domain commission is herebY authorized Primary 

and empowered to sell and dispose of any primary school, !"~~~a::"01: 
BWamp, .. tax homestead or other lands held by the state sub- for right of 

ject to· the control of the s3ld t>nblic domain commission, way. 

in pieces or parcels of less than a legal subdivision, to any 
telephone, telegraph, transmission or power company or cor-
poration, for a right of way over and across any such lands, 
and the board of agriculture is also hereby authorized to 
sell or dispose of any agricultural college lands not included 
within the forest reserve in the counties of Alcona and losco, 
in pieces or parcels of less than a le~al subdivision, to any 
telephone, telegraph, transmission or power company for a 
right of way over and across any such agricultural college 
lands. Any of such lands shall not be sold or disposed of Minimum 
for any right of way for less than twice the appraised value salt' priCe. 

per acre of such landsat the time of the withdrawal of such 
lands from sale. 

SO'ft.-Tbe act provides for the oale by the PubJl" Domain Commission or the 
Board of Agriculture of the right of way Bcross state lands to telephone, telegraph, 
rower and railroad companies. 

ACT SO. a OF 1923. 

Section I, The auditor general is. hereby authorized to Certain 

cancel the taxes of the years eighteen hundred eighty-five and ~:lIed. 
eighteen hundred eighty-six upon all descriptions of land on 
which the taxes remain unpaid as shown by the records in 
his office, Such cancellation when made shall operate to ex
tinguish the lien of the state and any ·municipality thereof 
for the taxes of such years. Upon the cancellation of the 
amount of such tax, the state, county, township, city or 
village shall stand the loss of their portion of such tax. 

Sec. 1. (4160) All deeds heretofore or hereafter made Certain deeds 

upon sale of lan~ res~rved and withheld f~om entry under :!l:fe~:eac;:~ 
the homestead rIght In pursuance of sectIon. one hundred btle. 

thirty-one of act two hundred six of the public acts of 
eighteen hundred ninety-three, and acts amendatory thereto 
shall be prima facie evidence of title in fee in the grantee 
named in such deeds of the land described therein. 

A II deed. Il18ued by the .tate land commission upon oale of tax homestead lands 
... nu, aD absolute bUe.~bido Y. WlIJiaml, 180 M. 867. 

Sec. 1. (U61) After the expiration of six months from When state 
and after the time when any deed made to the state under b~ldt:med 
the provisions of section one hundred twenty-seven. of act au. 

two hundred six of the public acts of eighteen hundred ninety-
three, being the general tax law, and acts amendatory 
thereto. shall hne been recorded in the office of the register 
of deeds for the county in which the land so deeded shall be 
situated, the title of the state in and to the same shall be 
deemed to be absolute and complete, and no suit or proceed-
ing ahall thereafter be instituted by any person claiming 
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til.rough. the original or government title to set aside, vacate 
or annul the said deed or the title derived thereunder: Pro
vided, . That as to all lands heretofore deeded to the state 
under the provisions of said section one hundred twenty-seven 
of said act two hundred six of the public acts of eighteen 
hundred ninety-three, the title of the state thereto shall be 
deemed to be absol:ute and complete after a period of six 
months from the taking effect of this act, and no suit or 
proceeding shall thereafter be instituted by any person claim
ing through the original or government . title to set aside, 
vacate or annul said deed or deeds or the title derived there
under. 

This section is constitutional and valid· in limiting the time to six months in 
which to institute proceedings to vacate or annul any tax homestead deed.
Beuthien v. Dillon, 160 M. 896; Chi do v. Williams, 180 M. 367; Darrow v. Minne
apolis, St. Paul and Sault Ste. Marie R. R. Co., 188 M. 6U. 

c~e~EQ.. 
AOOS-04 



In~I of TaxaUon .lets Other Than Those Amending the. General TaX! Law. 

Act Year Page 
Armorlea exempt from taxation ...................... 84 1909 299 
Bond tax, municipal bonds Issued In Michigan exempt 

from taxation ...................•................ 88 1909 300 
Bond tax, municipal bonds Issued outside of Michigan 173 1917 313 
Bond tax, secured by mortgages recorded In Michigan 27 1917 312 
Bond tax, secured by mortgages recorded outside of 

Michigan ......................................... 173 1917 313 

Cancellation of taxes on plats vacated by Legislature 128 1913 299 
Cancellation ot taxes ot 1885 and 1886 ................ 74 1923 317 
Exemption trom taxation of cutover lands .......... 208 1913 300 
MineraI Reservation Assessments .................. 51 1911 302 
MineraI Reservation Assessments (law repealed). ~ .. 119 1915 305 
·Mortgage Tax ..................................... 91 1911 306 

Payment by the State of tax on State lands ........ 116 1917 316 
Private forest reserves exempt from taxation ........ 86 1917 314 
Sale ot State lands by Public Domain Commission .... 133 1917 317 
State tax land purchased by owner ....••............ 225 1913 300 
Steamship tonnage tax ............................. 70 1911 301 

Village tax, return ot ............. .................. 140 1915 299 

• Am. by Act 213 of 1921 and 246 of 1923. 
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STATE TAX COMMISSIONERS: Page 
2"a 
.7 

1118 
109 

action of ahall be final. 152 .....................•....•.........•••.•••••••..• 
appeal to, determined groundlesa. 378 .......•.....•......•.....••••••••••.••. 

:~~:~~::~~ ::al~!e~::~ !:gile' i~81~j~i~;e' i. i~' ~~~~i~~:' i45~:::: :::::::: ::: 
authorized to examine any person having knowledge of property of one who 

falla to make correct sworn statement, 22 ........•...........•.••.•.•.... 
Board of State Auditors shall cause report to be printed. 1M ............... . 
Board of State Auditors to audit and allow salaries and expen8e1l of board. 

147 ••.••••..••...•••......••.••••.•••..•.•••••••• : •••••• , ••••••••••••••• , ,., 
cost ot appeal to, how taxed, 37a ..............•...•............•.•••••...•.. 
duties ot board. 150 .....•.............•.......•.•...•....•.•.•.•......••••..• 

44 
202 

1011 
fl7 

201 
duty ot to report wlllful neglect or refUI'l1J.l to make sworn statement and 

make complaint to prosecuting attorney. 21...................... ........ '" 
general review ot roll by. 153................................................ 21M 
bow vacancies ftlled. 145...................................................... lSJJI 
may direct assessor to appear with roU, 152................................ 202 
may hear and detennlne, 152 .................... ,........................... 24'13 
members and secretary shall take oath ot offlce, 147 .............. , .. " .. .... ... ]99 
notice ot time and place of review of alule88mentll. 152 .................. ,..... 202 
noUce of time and place of general review of 9.JIII~IUlment. lJ'j2................ 202 
omitted taxes not spread for years prior to last change of ownership. 1M.... 21'" 
penalty for refusal to respond to subpoena of the board. 148.................. 200 
power to eXAmine Witnesses. 148 ......•..•••••••••••• '......................... 200 
qualiftcatlons. 145.............................................................. ]~ 

~:~I!r o'f!s::~~~r:n~? ~~~~J.~~~. ~~:.~~~::: :::::::::::::~:::::::: ::::::::::::: ~ 
Tight to examine books. etc .• of corporatiolUl paying speclftc ta1e8. 148...... 2ftn 

:~:~ !~~ ~~~ ~~Me:u~~'ie~er:J'i~nd:'if7::::::::: ::::::::::::::::::: ~= 
secretary of board. election. salary, duties. 146.............................. 100 
scallions of board. when and where held, 144. 149 ...............•...••••••••• 199,201 
8hall certlfy omitted property to board of supervisors, If,................... 204 
8ha.1l have access to public records, HR.................................... ~ 
shall have Tight to subpoena witnesses. 148.................................. 2ftn 
shall bear and detennlne as to proper usc.ament. l!i2-3 .•.••....••••••••••• 2(13. 20f 
shall make annual report to Governor, J!.i1 .•••••••.••.• ,...................... 2£12 
shall order taxes 8pread at rate of omitted years. ]!"J4 ..••••.••••••••• ,..... 2fti 
shall place property and vlllue on 8J!I8e88ment roll. lii2-3., .........••.•••.•• 202. 204 
subpoenu, bow &erved. 148 ......................... ,........................ .200 
subpoenas to be signed by president and atte.ted by eecretary. 14.8.......... 200 
succession. 145.. . .. .... .. .. . . . .•.•. .. . ..••.. . ..•. .. .. .•..•.•.•.•••••.••.. .••••• 1M 
temlS of OmCE', 145 ....... ;. .. .. ... ..... .. .. .... ..... ............. .....•...•..•. 1~ 
to attend meetings of State Board of EquallzatJon. lW........................ 201 
to receiVe complaints of Irregularities In a.uen:ment, 150.................... 2n1 
to require reporbl from officers. ]00.......................................... 201 
to see that tax officer'll comply with the law. 150 •••••••••••••••• .-........... 2111 
to visit each county. 150...................................................... 201 

STATE TAX LANDS: 
abandoned by owner. Auditor General authorized to traJUlfer to State by 

deed. when. 127 .................................... ".,. ............••.••.. 
action of ejectment or tre$p8.88 on after lIOld to IndJvJduaJ. 88 ........•....• 
annual sale of by county trp.aBUrer, '79 ........................................ . 
annual sale of to be ad'\'ertlsed by AudItor General. 18 ...................... . 
any county offlcp.r to report tr#!fJJ)aN. 113 ..................................... . 
AutUtor General may furnish State trf:1!lpau agent If.t of, U-1 .....•....•••.•• 
Auditor GeneraJ shall furnl"h Jrtatf!mf!nt of to county treallurer. 18 ...•.••.•.•• 
Auditor GeneraJ and CommiMloner of State Land Offtce _haJl Cl!LWJEI exami-

nation. etc .. of. wbf!n. 120 ............................................... . 
ciTeult CO~Jrt mal' put pur~haAeT In pouesalon 01 by writ of ..... t.ance. 137 •..• 
conditions ot pUTl"h38e of at annual tax M.le. 80 ........................... . 
condldons of purch;u;e of at Auditor GE-hE'ra)'. omce-o M ••.•......••.•.•.•••.• 
county treasurer shall refu.e bid for. when. &0 ..••••••••••.•.•••••••••••••• , 
county treasurer "hall report t~a..u on to Auditor fft-neTal. 113 ..•......... 
deed of Auditor General to State for. to be recorded. l21 .•.......•.•......•••. 
duties of Auditor General relative to. 124 ................................... . 
Include certain lands ullA(Jld by county treasurer. ~ .•..•.............••.••.•• 
liability of penoM biddinllr on. 79 ......................................... . 
must be purcb.aaed by purcha.aer of same descrlpUcm of de-lInquent tas 11LDa, 

171 .. ~ 
VA 
I"" 
I"" ,M 
lZ1 

111 
11<1 ,>'I 
''''' 1>'1 

''''' '7% 
,10 
111 
138 

70. SO ........... _ .......................................................... U%. WI 
not exempt, 7. . . .. . . . . .. .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. .. . . . . . . .. . . .. . . .. .. .. .. . D 
not Uable to asaesment after df::edlng to Slate ... a.ba.ndoned untO uaJn 

110111. 130 .•. " ••••.••.• ·····••··••···••··· •••• ·••..•••.••.••.••••••.•••••••• 1'75 
J)1"OOeeds of sale of refunded by Audltor tJeOf!T&J. _hen.. M.................. 1M 
purchaser entlUed to recnver tor Impr("'~nta It dIJl.potI~. 1M.......... ]fJ1 

:;:::1 c:.~ ~~~;.e~~~ .. fr;::m~:f:~~~'j'J;.~I ... ~.~:. ~~?:::::::::::::::: ~: 
sale of shall DOt PrE-ju~ sul..equent tax. &5.............................. 142 
sale of when returned deUnquent, ~'"j...................................... 14% 
&ban be offered at a.nrruaI tax woes. 'ilj...................................... 1:rt 
shall continue taxable. 7. &I!I. 70............................................ 1'. UI.l1f 
sheriff and county tJ'ea.Irurer to rEport ~OD to Auditor GnaeraJ. IU.... 1_ 
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.Ix month. old and under exempt. 9 ....•......•.....•..•••.••..•..•..... · .... 
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SHERIFF: 

oompenlatlon of 81 collector. lSI •.....•......................•••• II........... :: 
:~~ler:olr!crf~~. tC;h!~.enlh~:::::::::::::: ::::::::::::: ::::::::::::::::::: 88 
Iha11 exocute warrant tor treapa88, etc., on State tax landa. 118. 1:50 .......... 165. 205 
ahall ctva bond u collector, when, lSI........................................ 86 Ihall ma.1I notice under Section 140. when. 14-0............................ 188 
.ba.1l pa.y money collected upon Auditor General's warrant, to State Treasurer. when. 118 ................................................................. . 
to ftle return ot 8Prvlce of notice under Section 140 with eounty clerk. 140 ..•••• 
to 80rve noUce under Section 140. 1.0" ••.•......••........ , ...•..•••.•• , •••••• 
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SUITS.-Con. Paco 
tor recovery of taxes paid by perl!Oh8 aueued for foreet product. ot non-rOil .. 

dent. 101 ......•••.•.•••.•.••...•••.••...•.•••••••••.•••••••••••••.•••••••••• 
for recovery of taxeR paid on personal property by perltOn In posse •• lon, f1 •... 
for surplus trom sale at personal property seized, 49 ..........•............ 
tor 8urplue from sale of personal property seized. no other CiUH! to be joined. 

49 ••• " ••••.•..• _. ,., ' •.•.•••.•••.•••••••••••• , •••••••••.•••••••••••••••••• , 
no costs In Bull!: to set aside taxea or salee. 144 ............................. , 
on sherlt'l'", bond as collector. 51 .....••..............•...••••.•..•......•••••• 
for recovery against town treaJIurer, 98a ......•.............•.•.....•••••••• 
relating to certain lands may be brought In Ingham; 12'7 •.•••••.••.••••..••• 
tax deeds evidence In, 77 •.•••••..••.•••.•••• , ••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••• 
to enforce or set aside tax, tax held tlIegat when, 76 ......................... . 
to set asIde taxe8, etc., etlect of In case ot abandoned landa. 127 ............ . 
to set wdde taxes or sales, Auditor General a party, 14<6 ....•.................. , 
to set B1'llde detennlnaUon as to abandoned State tax landa. lImltaUoM. 

conditions, 127 .................................. , ••••••••••••••••••••••••.• 
SUPERVISOR: 

BB8e88ment ron prepared by, ,haIl stand sa approved, when, 29 ...........• 
compensation of. tor certain services. 110, 152, 153 ......•.•••.••.•••.•..•••••• 
complaint by 8{Z'alnst person retU8lng, etc.. 19 ............................. . 
county clerk shall notlty, ot stockholdeMJ In bank, 120 ..............•......... 
county treasurer shall furnish with list of part paid State landa and ce11.aln 

Uceh8ed homestead landa, 92 .....•............•.•............••.....•••..• 
discretionary 83Sessment of Interest In certain landa, 6 .... ; .....•........•.• 
duties In aasesfl:ment of real property of corporatiolUl, 5 ...........•.... , .••...• 
duties ot. relating to BJl8eBBment. 18-27 ........•..............................• 
duty of when statement of taxable property Is Incorrect, etc., 22 ............. . 
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112 
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168 
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38-"'" .. 
every resident O"'Tler, etc., shall deliver s.orn atatement of penonaJ property 

.to, on demand. 19........................................................ 41 
fraudulent action by. Invalidates tax, 78.................................... 13fJ 
may add one per cent. to avoid tractions. 39.................................. fII'4 
may exempt real property and peraonal property of poor penoNl. when, 1. . . . 111 
may make new roll In eaae of 10 .. of or:lginal. U............................ 73 member of board of review, 28................................................ 51 member ot board of review In ctu~. when, 101.............................. lif2 
notice to of dl",l.8lon of estate, 3.............................................. 11 
notice to of names of hell'll or devtsees, 3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . • . . • • . •• • • •• •. • 11 
prosecuting attorney shall advise without charge, 100 •............. ,......... 1".. 
provisions relative to include useuing oftlcers. 101,......................... 16% 
shall annex warrant to roll. 42................................................ 13 
shall appear behre State Ta.s. Comml88lonet'll wltb a&eeAJDmt roll. when, 152, 

153 ..................•......••...•.••.•...•.•.•..•.•••••••.•.•••..•••••••.•• 202.7»f 
shall a.ssesa taxes apportJoned, 39 ....•.••.........••..•.••...••.••.••• " • . • • . . • fII'4 
shall carry out on roll total of tAx~ against each dlfl1lC11ptil)n. 39............ ,.. 
shall deU\"er statem€nt of toWYUlhJp. etc., taxea to county clerk,. when, M.... flO 
shall deliver tax roll to township treallurer, wben.. U........................ 7:1 
shan estimate C8.8h value of property. 24 ••..•.•.•••...•.•. ,................... 45 

:::M~ee=:ek=~~t":O~~~:.~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :: 
_hall file sworn JrtatemeDU and preaent to board of review, 23................ .... 
shall foot taxes on roll. fl.................................................... 72 
shall give township clerk BtAlement of taxee on roll, fl ..•.••..•... , .. .. .• .. ..• 72 
shall keep record of proceedlng!!l of board of review. 33........................ M 
ahall not accept sworn statement B.JI ftnal. when. 20 ......... ,................ 43 
shall noUfy to'&-nEhlp lJ"ea.eurer of Slate and county taxei:, wbeD,. U.......... 73 
IlbalI omit tax bnmestead land from aue.ament roll, 130...................... 175 
shall prepare tax roll, 42..................................................... 13 
shall produce Uat of State tax landa to board"" review. taO ....•.• ,.. ••.••••• 17~ 
shall produce to board of J'e'\1etr lI.t of hom.etrtead land8 ~decl. 133........ 1R1 
_hall require .... orn _tatemenu of ~ble pro~y, 18....... •....•...••.•.. as 
aba.ll take ofHcia1 DOtlce of record8, etc., In otBce of ~ and county de_. :11> ................................................................. . 
time for completing ~t roll. 24 ...••.••••••..•.•••••.•••••••.••.••.•• 

• to approve bond of toW'DBhip tre:a.urer. 43 ••.•.•••••..•••••.•.••.••••••••••• 
to aa&es8 penonaJ property aa may deem Just. 22 ............................ . 
to collect from township treaaurer ta.xe. rec:etved and unaeeounled for. 11% ... . 
to determ.lne a.creage. 2.f ...................................... _ •••••••••••••• 
to enter persona) property 8.bd real property .eparatel,.-, 1 •.......••.•.••.••• 
to exa.m1ne other penone havtng- Imcrwledge of property. wbeD. 22 ....•..•.••. 
to make annual all8e:llolllDent. 10 ......•...........•••.•...••••.•.••.••.••••••••• 
to make mmplaint in cue of wilful De'S'leet or retuaal, 21 .•..•....•••...•.••• 
to DOH". absent memben of boant of ft'View. 32 ........................... . 
to -new and value forest producta In tranalt. de.. te ......................... . 
township clerk to tur-nbb wtth eople. of recorda, etc.. 34 •..... ' ......•••••••• ~ 
townahip deTk to furnisb wttb copl"!:8 of tax. Ia .. , 121 ....................... . 
wben eha.ll delker ta..x roD to .t1ert1(, 51 ....••.•....••..•..•..• __ .••••.••..•.• 
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.. 
ft; 
73 .. 

1111S 
ft; ... .. 
ao .. 
56 
:n 
OIl 

II» .. 
161 

80 ... 
n 



INDEX. 

STATE TAX LANDS.-CoD. 
taxes a lien on. OS •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
tran.terrod to State by deed of Auditor General, BubJect to homestead entry. 

131. ...................................................................... . 
warrant of Auditor General tor collecUon ot ta.lr:ea and charges on from 

treapa,8cr. 113 •••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
what Auditor General's etatemcnt of sball contain. 78 .........•......•.•••. 
when deeded to State. 127a ......•.•........ · .. ·· •• ·.········-·············-··· 
See "Abandoned Landll Deeded State," "Delinquent Tax Landa." 
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P .... 
111 

176 

1M 
131 
IH 

STAT:p';'~~o~~.nt of ••• ordlng 10 valuaUon. S/i.................................. 59 
Auditor General shall apportion among counties. 35............................ 69 
Auditor General shall make and record statement ot. SCi...................... 59 
bond ot county t.reasurer for. 93 ...•.........•.....•...•••• ·•••.•.•••.•••.•.•• 14ft 
bond of township treaaurer for, t3............................................ 73 
Interest on belonp to State, 89 ..••.......••...........••.•.••••..•.••.•••. ·. 148 
statement of by Audlt.or Gen~'al to ahow law on which baaed, 85.. . . ••.•. ..•.• 59 

~~':::s~~ St~~~~rcr!u:~ ~u~~'~u~·re·"'.·;':heii.·U:·M::::::::::::::::::::· '13. :: 
STATE TREASllRER: 

Commlseion6r or Stftt'b Lnnd Omce shall pay money received from abandoned 
State tax blnd deeded Stille to. 13i ...••.•.......•.....•...• •••••••····•·•• 

d('lllnqUt'nt taxe8 may be paid t.o before day of sale, 100 ..•.•..•.•.••...••.•.• 
dlspoa.lUon of pl'OCE'('da of tax well. 70 •...•••.•••••.••••••••• ·•••••••••••••• 
failure to make proper entry and return of to.x611 received, penalty for. U7 •. 
payment of taxes to wtore salo. 106 ......................... · ........... · .. 
paymtmt of taxNJ to on hom<"lItcnd and part paid State lands. 102 ••..•••••••• 
payment to. by sherlft of money collected on warrant of Aud1tor General. 113 .• 
shall pay coat of ad\'orl181ng. M •........•••...•..•••.•.••..•••••.•••••••••••• 

STATE TRESPASS AGENT: . 
. Auditor Gt'In~ral may fuml.h with Usla of State tax land. 113.· ............•.. 

shall examine Slate tax land and report treepaaa to Auditor General. 113 •••• 
STATEMI"~NTS: 

Au~Utor General .hall make. of Indpbtednese of counties to State. M ..•...•. 
Auditor ("'",neral .hall make. of lI"Ion<")'8 to be raIaed by State taJr.. wben.. 35 •• 
board. ot .upervlllOrs hlR)' cau~ rorrectlon of. 37 ............................. . 
how algned b~ township or IK'hool district board ••.•......•...••...•• ~ ••.••••• 

~~ ~~r'::~lCO~~~~'n~":~. ~:~~~~~~~riive . t~' iOWiiSbi'; . ~ 
u ... r.M ....•.•.••......•..•.......•...••..••••.....•.••..•.•••••••••••.•••• 

181 
lR2 
114 
161 
lR2 
160 
165 
101 

1"" 
1601 

ot Stato lax and coun~ Indebtc:odneaa to State. county clerk shall lay batON 
board. of .uP'brvleo.... 3i.................................................. a 

ot State tAx and county Indebtedneaa to State, auper.tl80r to deliver to 
county ('Jerk. 38 ......•.......•.•...•..••....••••.•.•••••••••••.•••••••.••.• 

of tU1"8 le\·Il"d •• uPl"r,",sor shall ai\'e to t01ll'"Jlahip clerk. 41. •...........••.•... 

of tt!::I.rt:Ud~t:r">O;~::I.l.:~:n. ~~~~~~.r .. ~ .. ~~~. ~~. ~~. ~ 
of taxH pa.1d on hOhlHt('!ftd and PArt paid lands. Cornmlasloner of State 

of t!::!d~:~\"dPt;I~~-:;n~:~r~~~. ~~~ .~~~~~:. ~~::: ::::::::::: 
~ :x:t:~~~~~p.~~h!,Pn:;~~.~ ='\:;:":;nt ·.i~iri~··iO~ 

ship tl"f'asu1'tlr shan m. fl. etc.. 48 ..••.•...••..•.••.••...•.•.••••••••••••• 

='::.~ ~~l"~~~illdd~~c;.t ~~:n~~ ~;:tvt':;.:: .~·38:::::::::::::::::::: 
See "SWOl'1l Statement.... .'Tran8t-rlpta." 

ST&AMAOATS: 
~::~tement by owne.r of. II ................................................... . 

eo 
'!2 

181 

161 
91 
to ... 

I,.. 
eo 

amount paid In. n'anne compan.tM. 11... . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . . . • . . . . . . •. . . • . . . • . .• •• • 40 
~tof.Ua ................ : ............................................. 31 
chd.1.K'tiua of ftaf eet ••• of ~nlJ)Anlfoe tro.m. 11................................ 40 
In b41.nk .. eashl't'r shall ftl •• ta ....... bt of. l!!O................................ 188 
man"t or a('tual valUf' of .. II. .. ....•.••...•. . .•••••.•. .••••••...•••.. .. .•..•.• 40 
of C'l'D~t'l!"ry 0.- burtal \-.uJt COIl)Ol'atkmai 1M»t o.empt. 7. 8 ............ _ .. ... !!- :s 
~~~~~ IP .............................................................. __ to 

STO<"K IN TRADE ~ 
ST'OC'~.jO-:;~:I .................................................................... e 
S"r()("~H~~~~;; II ........................................•................... ~ .. • 

In ba.nka. CtShIer to ate Uat 01.. ~ .. 1.. ........................................... ~ 1«1 
STORE: 

a~bt of I'ol"Mt prodQl!'1;:!l h\. tt ......................................... _ 
JM"f'1It.\Il&1 ~rt..T t'f DOIt-....-.«tdHlt .... 14 .................................... .. 

STR£l.."'T RAILROAD C'OliPAXI&S: 
.,.1'SOIl&l IN'OI)ff'rty of. $ ..•....................•.•.•........•...••.•.•...•••••.• 

S\lJTS: 
~lftfodI toftPy of tax ml1 ~\-Id...'"ft(Ifo In. $I ..••••..••..••••..•.••••••••..••••••.• 
tnr coll'K'Uan of lane. 0lIl Pf'NOl\&.l p,mprprt,.. tty dts\JW!lS aDd ~. ti ........... . 
f\)f' e,Jt<-tmeat or l.roItpaa OIl 1&1Ml pu.~ at taz. __ &I ..•.•...•..•••.• 
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TAX ROLL: PSR'e .2 
92 

1M 

certlfted copy of shall be taken a.e evidence. 56 ...........•.................... 
county treasurer shall H1e, 5IL ........................... ,', .................. . 
Irregularities In shall not Invalidate tax, 09 ............. ~ .......•............• 
prima fade evldt:nce In 8ult for taxes on per.eonal property. 47 ..... , ........• 
rejection by county treasurer of erroneous description on, 55 ................ . 
supervisor shall deliver to 8heritr. when, 51. ................................ . 
supervisor shall note notice to tenflnt on. 44 ................................. . 
township treasurer shall dcpodt with county treuurer. 56 .......•............ 
what constitutes. 42 ..................................................•...... 
when not received within la,,"'ful time, f3a .................................. . 
See "Assessment Roll." 

TAX SALES: 

•• 9. .. 
7" 
02 
73 
74 

Auditor General to employ person to conrluct, when, 94...................... 14D 
compensation ot perl'On emplo)'ed by, Auditor General to conduct, 94......... 14ft 
date as it mRrie on ftrAt day ftxed therefor, 70................................ lJ2 

~~dCIIt.:V~I~d,·~~a~u~t!~s~~!~~i~~~. ~~~~ .~~:::::::::::: ::::::::: ::: ::::::: :::: ~~ 
in contravention of law, provisIons relative to, 98. 139 ......•.................. 152. 1~'S 
presumed legal. D9 ••••.••••••••••••..••••••..••••••••••.••••••••••.•.••••.••• 1!"J6 
proceeds ot refunded. when. OS............................................... 152 
procef'ds ot Sta1f~'s portion to be paid to State. wben. 70. 87 ....•.............. 114. 144 
set aside atter conftnnatlon. when. 70........................................ 11.1 
set ulde tor Inadequacy ot price. requirements. 70........................ 113 
aubJect to provisions at Section ]40. Ito....................................... 181 
See "DeUnquent Tax Lands." "Petltlon tor Decree," "Petition tor Sale," 

"Sale tor Taxes," "State Tax Lande." 
TAXATION: 

S~eP'~~~~t~,~~~~:1~s:,~empted subject to. 1 ........................•.... 
TAXES: 

amount ot ente-red on Tax Record. 01 ....................................•... 
held Illegal. when. 78 ..........•...........•.............................••... 
In petition tor decree presumed legal. 66 .................................... .. 
Interest on paid StIlte. county and township In proportion to relative rtghu, 80 
may be paid before sale. 59 .....................••..........•.....•...•.•..... 
on real property. who liable tor, 3 ................................•.•........ 
paid Bnd not entereel. 98a ••.••.•••.•......•••.•.••..••.•..••••••..••••.•.•.••• 
part payment ot. 53 ......................................................... . 
payment ot under protest. 53 .............•.•••..................•............. 
person having H .. n mR.Y pay. when. 53 ....................................... . 
report ot to AuJitor General •• 1 ...............••............•....••..•.•..... 
what railroad lar.d 8ubJect to. 7 .............................................. . 
when 8.B9C88ed a debt to the townl'lhlp. 40 ............................... .. 
See .. Assea8ment.·· "Delinquent Taxes.· f "SpeeUlc Taxe..·' 

TAXES SET ASIDg: 
on lands detached trom count)". RdJUlltment ot by Auditor ~n'!ral. 1~ .. 
See "("-Ourts,'· "Delinquent Tax LandJ!l," "Tax Sales," "Taxation." 

TELEGRAPH ("OIlPf4NIES: 
exception of. 19 .•....................... " .......•...........•.•...•.........•. 

TELEGRAPH POLES.: 
aupervlsor to a~rta.in anv>unt. 16 ..••.•••••.•••••••..••..•••.•••••••..•..... 
wbere a..asesBJlblt:. 1:; .............•..•..•...•..•.......•.••.•.•...•.••....••.• , 
See "Forest Proiucu.·' 

TELEPH01\"E POLES: 
where II.83e88Il ble. 15 ...................•......•........•............•.......•• 
See "Forest ProJucts." 

TENANTS: 
Uabtllty of tOT taxes on properly occupied. f4 .............................. .. 
ma,. pay taxes and deduct from ,.ent. .-hen. 53 .............................. . 
8Upervtsot ahall noUt,. of taxcs on real propert,. a.ue:ued to. 44 .... . 
See '"Tenants in Common." 

TENA..'''TS IN COIOlON: 

15 

07 

''''' 102 
]?.JI 
or. 
17 

l!"'.Il .. 
f<7 
"7 
72 ,. 
71 

1112 

Interest In IaDda owned by, how atI8eAaed. 8. 24 ... _.......................... 14. " 
TIlUIER: 

cutting and remm'aJ ot trom State tax la.ndtI tm1a .. tul. 113. 155. 1511 .......• _ . 165. 2O!'i 
land. valuable tor. lnJunctJon ftn' waste. 115................................. 1111'7 
quaUty and va1~ ot to be eoosldeTed tn .......tnlr lena. 'Z1................... !",n 

:'~~o~to~.~~.~~~~.~~.~~~.~.~.~~:.~ ............ :::::::::: :.. .]~ 
eupervl8o,. to BSf:ertaln amount of. 1fJ......................................... :r7 
~~~=~.~ ... ~;~nc·Ti~.;n.:.; ... ....... ...... ...... .... .... .... U. M 

TITLE TO LA-'''DS: 
eonveyed by tax deed. 72. 84 ................................................. W. 140 
evideDee In action ot ejectment or tJ"e8p.&u. 88................................ 143 
ta:I: deed evidence ot. 72. 77 ..............•...............•...•................ rn. 131 
See ''I)eeds.'' ·'Ev1dence.·· '''Tas ])ee4a." 

TOHBS: 
kept to,. hire 81I8eSS8b1e. 8 .............................•...•...............• 

TOOLS: 
.tatelnent of. U ............................................................ . 
see ""MeebanIc.·" "OV_eaJ Implemento and Kacbl""",."" 



INDEX. 

SUPREME COURT: 
appeal of Auditor General or county treasurer to, 07 ..•..................... 
appeal to trom decree of aale, 67 •...............•.......•...........••.•••.. 
chancery practice to gov('rn, when, 87 ..........•...............•.........•••. 
dark of ahall make cl'l'Utll'd COP)' of dc('rcf', ('te., when, 715 .............•••.. 
may order lillIe detl"rred or canceled. whcn, 611 ........................•..•.. 
record of circuit court on appeal to, .61 .....••...........•..•.••.••.•.•••.... 
See "Coul'lB. II 

SURETIF!S: 
on bond of p~r80n employed by Auditor Gf'ncral to conduct tax 8ales, 94 ..•• 
on county trcll8u~r'a bond, Ilnble for deputy and clerks, 93 .....•....•....••• 
on county trenluu'u'a bond, who approved by. 03 ........ ,',." .. "." .•••••. 
on township trC:lsurf'r's bond. disdlUrge ot, riG .••. ,.,.,",." .. ,.".,.,', ••• 
on townf!lhlp trf'n8Ul'l'r's bond, lhthllity ot tor acts ot deputy, 111 ... " •.....• 
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109 
109 
109 
136 
112 
109 

H9 
148 
148 
92 

tt .. ' 
on township trensurpr's bond. lIublllty ot tor Incorrect returns, 5ft, 112 ..... . .2.16l1 
on township trellSUl'(!r'8 bond. to be approved by supervisor and county 

tren.IIl,·r. 43 ., .... ,.'.,., .. ',.,., ... "., .•. ,.,.".", .....•.•..• , .... " .. 
on townflhlp tl'C8I!1uror'. bond, to consent to appointment ot deputy. 111, •.... 

SURPLt~S FROM SAT.E: 
action tal' rel,.'U\'C'I·Y -of. olD" •••• , ••• ,", •• " •••••••••••• ".,· •• ••••••• •• • ••••• 

SWINE: 
six months old and undar, eXl'mpt. D.,., .. , ..... , ... ·· .........•••.•.• · .•••... 

SWORN STATEMENT: 
by bnnkl"l'a and brokers. 10 .•.•••• , .. , ....• ,." .••...•• , ••••••• • •••••••••••• ·,. 
by ('Onlpunl('s, 1tl .•. ,., .. ,', ..•.•.••••• ,.,., ••••.•••••••••••• , ••.• , •••••••..• 
by o',,"n(,I'5 ot Innrln(' proporty. 19 ...... , ... ,., .... ···.·.· .....• , .••..•.•.•.•. 
by pawnbrokerI'. 10 ... , ... ,., ... , ....• , ..•• , .. , ..••.•............•.•...••.... 
duty ot 8up€'rvh1or and. :;;tat(' Tnx (,ommls..<l.loners when Incorrect. 22 •••...•. 
duty ot ItUl1t'rvlsor Anti ~tntc Tux ~mmlsRlonN·ft "'hen unobtainAble. 22 .....• 
twen' ownl'r or tAxnblf' Jll'(llwrty J'('Qulred to make. on demand. 19 •.....••.•.. 
tu('gitlnmto URe ('r. IInbllIty tor. 23 ................ " ......................... . 
Ill")' be d('.tItro:!tt'll. ,,'h("n antt how. 23 ...... , ......•. , .•...•.•...•....••..•... 

~tt t~oX:~I:U~:~l~~:t)~~nlr~. ~.~.~~l~ .. ~~~~~~~?: . ~: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : :: : : : : : : : 
~:!~gl!r ~o';1\~~~:~lli:.t~l~ .~~. ~~ .~~·~~.e .. t.~~~~~~~ •.• ~~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
.. hull bfI drJl<'81t('d with township l'I('rk. !!:I .......... , ..... ,., ............... .. 
.hRIl b(o pr.'l"t'ntt'd to boRrd of re\'lew. 23 ................................... .. 
eUp('n'lsor I'hnn nl~. 23 ..•....• , .. ,., •...••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
.u5M·r\'t~1' l'IhllU lu'('~("n·~. 20 .••......••...••••••.•• , •••••••••••••••••••.•••• 
\I""tl nl!l ('vith'nt'c, 'Wht'h. ~ .•.•..••....••.••.••••.•.•••.•••••••••••••••••••.• 
"'111'1.11 n('):I("C't to maltt.'. ltenalty tor. 1:0 .....• _ .............................. . 
~ "Statt-menta. ,. 

TAN RARK: 
aup..'r\'ll!tOr to .'<'ert"ln anlOunt. 10 ... , ..........•.........•• , ....••.•..•••.• 
whl"CO aNt.'ssablc. 1:10 •••• , •••• , •••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• _. 

TAX n"~Jo~('IlQ.: 

7' 
1611 

29 

39 
40 
40 
40 .. .. 
H .., .. •• 3M 

168 
fl ... .. .. .. 

4' .. 
168 

""·hh.1\t .... In ('(Ortaln ftclion!l, i7. ~ .......................................... U7.143 
tor nband,lnfod StRtE' tux I"'hb t.l~h""'" ~tatp. rerorolnK' of. 128................ 17. 
tll.\lue ot to M(I;.,"lIj;n,''-' ot "Xt"l~utor or ftthnmtl"trator. 101...................... 180 

~~~~ ::'~'('~~~~~~,~~ ~~::rn~eh;!,~~'r:::~~~: .~::::::::: :::::::::::: :::::::: ::: 1~ 
=~n .!i:!=!!'''~f.tt..\:';;(!;;~'~i~{c.l~::::::::::::: :::: :::::::::: ::::::::::::::: ~~ 
l'e-Cl.'c-r' or dl'C'\bl 8h,,11 nt..lIf' d('i.·~ or I\nnulmpnt on reeord 01'. 'is............ 138 
sh.n be sUr'non,lt'n'<l on n:-tun,lInc unless n'!-l."'OC\iPd. 1It8 ••••...•. '" ••• . ••. •• •• • 1~ 
to doX"t'l\lI\'>d 5k'nh~"" or hf'lrs., un... .. . . . ..•. .. .... ....•.. . .•.. ••.. . ... ....•. . 100 
wlU\hl'Jd by Au\htor Gehf'nt.l. wh ... n. as.. . ..... , ... ~... 1S2 
8M "1~ ... " 

TAX HOMESTEAD L.'NDS: 
See "AbandonOtl Lands ~ $tale." 

TAX LAW'S: 
d18trlbutkt.n (lot by t'C"rlftln <-""-.. rs. I:!J ....................... . 
publl('ation at by Au.iihll" Gf'lW'ull at ItxpPl\IIe of State. 1~ •...............•..• 
f'\~JW'..,,1 of ~r1l\ln. 1~'tt .•..•...•.•.••••.•..•..••••••••••.•••.•••••••••••••••••• 
St.,. Bt.l.I\rd ot AUtiUQCS sh..'ll au\Ut claims tor _r'\'lff8 and expenM8 in "bU-
s.... ~'~!!::~"'tr~~tS:'~ ......................................................... . 

TAX RI-X"C'RD: 

1" 
lOll 
lil 

lOll 

'''' 168 
aU oNf'1"S at ('('Our{ on hpuine 01 rrtltk>n for dffl'P'e to lW' eateftd. ID. •...• , 
('('Iunt)' dNit *-hall ddh~r to ('Oum.y tC\".$U~r'. 6l' •....•.....•..•..•.... , •••.• 
roURIJ' tn-uu ...... r $hall ent<t'f' "",~ln "''-''IN of ta%. said and c:kseriptloDe bid 

("(\U~· ~1t.:!:U;:: .1~·li '~;in'ut~ '~~n;J~ti~ '~:n'lbt~ in: '~i:: ~:~::::::::::::::: us. 1: 
t.~unl)' '"""sun'r's "" ....... rt to ~\) ... nt1' derlt of ta..s. saH.-a to ftf-.er to for partku .. 

;:.~~~~~~~:~~~?~;?~~~::~:~;~?;~~~:~~:~~~~~~~~~~:~~ 
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TOWNSHIP TREASURF.R.-Con. Pa!~ 
flupcrviRor to notlly at Stllte and county taXf'R. 43.. ...................•....... ,:I. 
to collect taxes on personal property assessed In other townships. when. 48.. M 
to collect taxes on roll, 42 ................................. ,................ 7:l 
to levy taxes by distress and 8a1e, when, 42. 47 ................ ,............ 73. RO 
to pny county tresurt'r Rtate and county lax"!!!, when, 42. M ... , ....•........ 73. 1M' 
to retain taxes collected tor township, 42, Cl2.................... 7:J 
to return unpaid taxes on part palt1 an(1 homcfttead lands, 4 .......... ,...... J" 
township board shall appoint. when, r,o.................... 1";; 
township clerk shnll ('harge taxps to, 41............. 72 
when return ot is Incorrlc"ct. provisions as to bonll, au................. 92 

TOWNSHIPS: 
board or BllPer\"i!;mrs to Hpp()rti(on ~Hatc nnfl <.'ounty UIXC!I umong, 37 ........ . 
county Indcbtf>dnes~ to HtAte npportio"mcll to, 3:; •..........•••.•...•... •···••• 
dIvision of, shnll not nffpet a.sSt "~nlf'nt. return or collf:ctlon or taxes, 106 .... 

!~r:31s .!:~~~e~;· ~hef~re:.l;;rIO~~· '0'( t~~'c's' 'c'l~n~~i~d' ~;.' ~'b~;'do'n~d' 8~te' t~x 'l~'rid 
deeded Statf', ]30 ............................................. , ......... . 

supervisors or, ,",hall all~f'SS tnXf'8 f1PI)(Jrtlonf~lI tt), how, 39 ..•... , ........ , ... , 
supervisors of shall make annuJtl asaf'sament, ]0 ....... , .. ,., ...... , ....... ,. 
. taxes a debt to, 40 ....•.•.....•..........•............•.....• 
word may IndUfle clt:r, war.) or vlllag,., 10'i ....•.... ,... . ..... , ••.•.....••.. 
See "Township Olflcers," "Township Taxes." 

TRACKS: 
of certain railroad companies, 8 .................................. ·.· ....... ·• 
See "lh.llroad Companies." 

TRANSCRIPTS: 
of lands retuml'rl d(~lInquent fl)r IMl and HiD!!. provl"lon~ r,.latlve to, 12a .... 
of moneys received, sah~s made. etc., unri(!r Ad 2UIl, Public Act. of 1801, 

county treasurer to m:lke nnll return to AUflitor Gf'neral, 123 .. , .......•.. 
of township treasurer's return of dellnqu«nt tax lantI", county clerk ahall 

veri(y, 57 •.. _ ..............................•.••.•.••........•.•••..••.•.. 
of tOWD!'Ihip tr('n~mrcr'l'I return or ddinQu(>nt tax lands, county treallurer .hall 

make and r'lMlo'ard to A uriltor GE'nt"r:.l. 57........... . .... , ............ . 
• See "Records," ·'Rptum"." "Statements." 
TRANSPORTATION COMPANIES: 

personal pro~rty ·or, 8 .......................•............ , .................. . 
statement b}' olficf-rs of, 1D ................••.. ,...... . •..•..••.••.•••••.• 
See "Corporations." 

TREES: 
in Durserle~, ~tc . P'"rsonal property. 8 ..... . 
See "Forest Products," "StamUng Timber." 

TRESPARS: 

17!i .. 
:lJI 
7 • 

.62 

1"11 

1110 

25 

TRus~ncsJ'!:;.1~I:~n:ds. pro\'lelons relatl\'e to, 113, 15:i, 156. 1!J7 .••• •.•.•.•••. 100.205, 2f')S 

assessment of, H, 120 ...... . 
TRUSTEE: 

may ~ treated as o~ .. ner. 3 ....................................... , ........ , .. 

~~rc:at:,e :re~~~~~~<':~~r~~,!~li'~~~~~ .r.~r. ~~~'. ~~~~:. ~~~: :::: :::: :: : ::: : :: 
UNDIVIDED INTERt:ST: 

how assessed, 6 ...... , ..... _ .............•.................... " .••..•••..... 
in lande: of t",nanls in commr,n. 24 ...................................... , .... . 
in n>...a.l propert)·, p:tympnt or tax on, 53.......... . ..................... . 

UNION VETERA.. .... S· VSION: 
personal property or, exempt. iii 

UNITED STATES: 
property of. ex€:mpt. 1 ............ . 

UJII~D STATES BOXDS: 
exempt.. D •........................................•.......•...... 

UJrr.-xNO"WN: 
a.ssessment of real property as. 3. 

'UNPAID TAXES: 
See "Collection of Taxes:' "Delinqu~nt Taxe. ... "Tax"~ •. " 

yACA... .... CIES: 
aD board of review. toW""tUIhlp bo'lrrf m::ty nil, 2" .............•... 
In office of township t:rea.urer. tOWb..ilhjp board IlhaU fill, .00..... . .......•. 

YALUABLE DEPOf'ITS: 
. VALU~~b~:to be coW!"ldered III as.8¥:~unneDt of real pro~rty, 27 .................. . 

=:: g:.~:;:t:,~!1 ~:~~t:~ ·~;'.i ·ii,·.::::::::::::::: 
See .. .A.seesmnen.t.. .. "Cub Value," "Real Value." 

VAULTS: 
In burtaJ ground.8. kept for hIre, 8. . ............ . 

VEHICLES: 
statement of, 19 

VESSELS: 
a~ of, 8 .......... _ ....... . 
name and value of, 19 .. . 
statement by owner or, 19 ............ . 
t.as.abJe .. personal "roflErly, 8. . 

17 
103 
1K1 

1~ ... .. 
17 

o. ... 
M 

1IO." 

24 
40 .., 
Of 
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TOWNSHIP BOARD: 

~~:El:£~~£;~~!n~g~~~~{~io~fidl:~~~~~.~~;: :~: : :: : : : : :: : :: :: :::: :::::: :::: 
"hall RPtloint now township treasurer, when, 50 .......•.............. , ....•... 
township tllX('I8 lC' be PHld out on order or, 52 ...........................• · ..... 
R~~p "Township Onlcera," 

TO\\tNRHIP (,LERI{: 
('ount)' trt'otlurer IIhnll furnish tnx laws to, 121. •....••..•..•.•••••.•••. · ••.•• 
noUce or counly lrcRBurer to, of statement and money sent township trea.s~ 

urol', 1"7 •••••••••••.••.••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••• 
...... C'ord8 or bourd ot r{'vlp\\, to be 1'11(>\1 with. 33 .•.•.•....•...•.....•••••••••••• 
IIhnll Chlll'gc 1Il)('11 to townJlhtp treasurer, 41 ....•.•.•..•••••••••.• · •••••...•• 
sh811 ('hnl'l{o to~\'mthlp tl'cHlmror amnunts sl.'nt him by county treasurer, 87" 
IIhllll distributE" tux luws to township omecr8, J:!l..,"', ..... , ...... ,', ..... , 
shllll nour), ('ount)· tl't'lItmrer ot Appointment of township trea8urer, 50 ....... . 
ahall pl"(>R('r\'l~ IItllt~tut'ntlil th'positNI. 23 ............. , .......... ·.".···· •..•• 
IItllt('l1lt"nts ah,,11 be d"POldt('d with. 23 .... , .............. ··,.,',., .......... . 
supl'I'\,I:tul'lI almll tnk(> ollklnl notlN' ot records In omce of. 38 ...••.•••••.•••• 
IIUpt'l,\'hlOr to gh',\ IIt8t('n\('l\t ot taX(>1I to. f •.............. , .......••.•......••• 
to turnlsh SUPl'I'VIIlOl' stat\'lIwnt ot monp.,.8 to be rala('d by taxation, 30, •••••• 
to nmke untl <1l·I1\',·1' to !'Iupt'n'laol' ('OPlcs' ot statements, recordS. etc., 36 ..... . 
8,'p "ToWIlIlhl., 0111(0('1'8." 

TOWNSHIP OFFI(,I'~HS: 
co1nPt'naation of, shull be pulll by toWftllhlp, 00 ...... , ......... · .. , ..• · ...... . 
101Ull"s b){ ",'fnult at, ('hnr¥,'ablc to township, 91" ••••••• " ••••••••••••••••••• 
t"Xl'S withheld by rt"'Rtmn or error or. chargeablE" to township. 95 ....... , ...•• 
See ",supervlaor." "Township Board," "Township Clerk," "Townshlp Treuw 

u .......... 
TOWNSHIP TAXI':~: 

board of aupt'r\'I80I'1I "hall dl~t !!Ipn-Rd upon roll. 31 ........ , ........••.•..• 
board ot 8upc",'lsOI·. to t'xamtnl' ('('I"th'c to, 37" ••••••.••••••.• , .•• • •• , ••••••• 
In StAte tr..'R8Ur)·. Au~lItor (J('nl'rnl lliiall tran8mlt warrant tor. 81 ...•...•.••• 
loa8 ot. on ubtlndollrll State tnx lan,l. dPed~d State borne by tOWftl!llhtp, 130 ..•• 
n·tun~tlt\J{1I on J\(,,,,,mnt or cnn",'h-d IIllles. "'hen charged back. 13 ...•••...•.. 
to be In IIl'llUl'ute ('ohln,n on roll. 39 ......................................... . 
to 00 llRld out on ord,'" of t01\'lUlhlp boRl"tt. 52, ............................. .. 
town[lllhip ('It'I'k to tul'ull'h lIupl.'I,\·ltlOr statt'lIlt'nt or money to be raised. 36 ... . 
to",n[lllhip trt"'luluN'r to rt"'taln, etc., 4::. n2 •• ,., , ...••.. , .• ,.,.,., •..•••••••••• 
S(,f' "Ak'I(,IlSIH"nt." 

TOWNSH1P TRIo"!AsttRfo-:R: 

~!~~i~.'~~~~\~~~'·:h~ri ~::'n'b~~~::e~n'::t'~l' :;~~~~tia!~~,. to: . 55: :::::::::::: 
d(\l~ut)' to be pa III by. \ \ 1 .. , . ' .... ' . , ..... ' . ' .... , .......................•...• 
duth.'. In (,RIl\~ full tux not roUt'("t""l. &! ...... , .. , ..• , •.• , ...••.•••.•...•.....• 
('XI~n.('. on tnx('.\1 \',_I\lnt:\rll)' p-'toltt to. SQ, •• ,.,., ••••••...• , ••••.••••••••••••• 
fldlun' or to nHlkt' pru)"'r Nltry anll l'\:'tum of taxes 1"'l"Ceh .. ed. penalty for. U7 
tl~'. ot for dISlth'~ aUtl ll.'llt> ..... "' ... , .....•... ,., ........•....•.•..•.•.........• 

ri~\~I~~~ t~~\~:~~h~:~~tl.~t ~):' .. ~~'.t'.~'. ~~'. '::::::::. ':::::::::.:::::::::::::::::::: 
lIn.blllty fllr taXt ... t'\"l",'h',',1 an,1 unlh'rountC"d for, 11:: ... , ............. " •.•.•• 
lIablllt)' on btlnd lIoflt'r lIdU,'m,'nt. M" .•..••.......•... , .................... . 
may tlllJ.lOlnt ,h'I1uty .. -Ith ",lnlk'nt or bon"~n'tt:'n. Ill ...........•....•...••••.• 
n\l\)' ('nfot'\¥ ~)llt"\"ltln or Pl"nttlua. tRX. ,,·ht'n. 41 ........................•...• 
nUl), Il'"mlllht't~ dl'bhlr f~lr tflX nn J"'~lnal propt"rty, 47 .............•.....••.• 

:~~~:;'!~ ~'i~t~~ :::~~~~~)'!:}.~,I}:~rt~x:~":7.~~: :::: ::::: ::: ::: :::::::::::::: 
(\m\~ hours of. dur'nc \ .. olll:· .. ·Uon. H ............ , ..... ~, ..................... .. 
I'R~-ml'nt or tax to b)' J"'""lns h.'-inc partial Int~J'('St. 53 ..............•..•...• 
'lll ........... "nd dutit"s of d.'lluty. ttL .. , .... , .......... ,., ...................... .. 
1'1"O$"("utinc !\tt.lrlu'~" IIlutH '\th'l~ .... lthout C"IUll'ge'. 100 ........• , •.........•.•• 
J'ro,-I8Jons .. lllth..., ttl" Indu,I .... ('('OUt'("tinc otnC'('nt. 107 ........•..•............•• 
I"\'N'll't and lltntt'nh"ntll of .... ount)' tn'I\b>un"r ""t.)\lC.h~r of for bU.8. M .. " ..••.. " 

:~~~~~. ~:::!~'Jll!~ :n~1 f~~~~.~~~:.~~: :::: ::::: ::::::::::::::: :::::::::: 

E~l! E!!Ei~J~E"Fd:fE~~~,~~~~~:~~~:~;:::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
$,hltU ddl"",r to s\ll~n'I~\f' I""'<"t"ipt ft ..... bt."ol'Id .... h~n. 4.3 .• " •••••••••••••••••••••• 
l'h.n dt'nHInd P4ymt"nt of ('A~hl .... r on b..'\nk stO<'.k. M. ••••.••. " ....... "." ......... . 

~~~ §~~§~~~~~~~E~}~:~Bf+S-F»)U 
$h,,1t malt". ~MIOnal d""nland tor taJt~ .... Mn and .-t..ere. M .....•..•.••... "." 
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VESTED RIGHTS: 
hot atrectrd by repoal of herelotolY' exll'ting lax lawII, 125. 126 ... 

page 
..... 110. 171 

VILLAGE COUNCIL: 
See "Townshlp Board," ··Vlllol1'('8.'· 

VILLAGES: 
clerk of ahall report taxes to county clerk. 41. .............................. . 
description ot lands In, 2~ .. ; •.......... , .... ; ... , .......... , .. ,.· ..• · ...•. ·· 
muy provhle by ordinance tor return ot delinquent taIea on real property to 

county trea8urer, 10M .••....••..•..•..•.•.....•..••••••••.••••••••••••••••• 
may provide tor judlcilll 8ulo of dellnqut"nt taxes on real property. when. 

how, lOS •........... , .................................................•.. 
not entitled to delinquent taxes until paid. 101 ......................•..•..•.• 
rtlal proporty of ext'nlpl, 7 ...................................................• 
real property of railroad companlCli lIubJect to aSJh!'88ment tor ImprovementB. 

7 •••••.••••••.••••.•••••.••.••••••••••.••.....•.•..•••••••..•••••••••••••• 
8UP01'vlsors of to mnke annunl 8tutcment. 10 ...•....................•...•..... 
this act applicable to. when. 107 ............................................ . 

YOID ,:<?~;"~~wnshIP" IncIU~" •• 107 ............................................... . 

"'h<'n Statf'l tftX lan(ls not tnken. 70 ...................................•...•••• 
'·OLUNTARY PAYME~TS: 

Sl'O note. under Sec. M. 
VOVCHKR: 

of township treasurer, county treusurel"s re("('lpt and statement of rejected 
"'. ARDS: t.o.XC8 sha.lI be. M................... . ..................... " 

St-e ··("Itles ... "Incompetent I"t>rsonllll." 
WAR~HOllSli:: 

aaaaumcnt of tC)I'~.t product In. If ...... . 
personal propcu·ty of non~re.kll·nt In. 1... . ...........................•.••••.• 

W.~RRANT: 
St.>fl ",-\uIUtor General." "Count)' Tn-·RBu ....... ·s \Yarra.nt." "f;upen'INor's War-

rant." • 
WASTIi:: 

hold"r of ("('rtlftcut(O of sull.' m11)" hn,"(> InJun"tlon to J"e'strlllin. 115 ............ . 
(.'Ounty trtNLaurer onUtlt.·d to InJunction to r...lrltln. 1:\7.. . ............ . 

WATt."Hl-;S: 
statoment of, 18 •......... . .......................... , .....................• 

WATl':ll CRAFT: 
.1s.h'111t'nl by C).nf'r or. 19 ....................... , .............. ····.····,···· 

WAT":R PO\\' .. ::ll AND PRIYJLEGES: 
"'"luft or. to be c,onll.hil· .... 'i.t In :l~'sslnc ",lIll property, :n .. , ..... , ....... , .... . 

WATF:R WORKS COMP.\.Nl&8: 
J)t'IntoOnal prollt'rt.)' of. ~ ..........................•.....•••....•.....•...•.••.•• 

WEAIUNU APPAREL: 
or e\'~l')' Indh'lJ,ual, f'x.e-mpt. O. 

\VHARP' BOAT: 
Iltllt"lu"nt by o,,'ncr of. 1' ................ , , ................... , ............... . 

"·IDO\\"8: 
""ht'n entlth"d to b,x bomHt'Nld dt"ed., 130& .................................. . 

WILF1'L Nl-:OLE'-~ OR llEIo'l'SAL: 
of tmnlt ("ashl(l'r 10 nl~ Uat of .toekhohlt"n. pt"nllity for. t:!O .••••••••••••••••• 
at Ofth:· ....... of ('t)rporatlolla 01' a~JuUon. to luake and v~rlty .tat~mellts re-

quired. lro ....•.•....................•.•••••.•...••...•.••.• , ••••.•.••••.•• 
to ntMke and dt'U'I.'t'r .",'Om sttt,t«"mt'nts. poohalt,.· tor. ~1 ..•••..•••..•••••••••• 
to IK-rfunn lluth's. 011'('('1'8 Hltblt" f.'r InjurilNS ",·.ullinl' from. 1!.'O ..........•..• 

WIRES OF ~l."::t..-rRI(" LltJiHT t."'t,)MI"ANU:S: 
.~'alIlI\hl., all ...... ·I"\!1Oll:\1 PI'\"llo('rt,.·. ~ .••••... , .•••.•.•.•.•••.•••••••••••••••••••• 

WO:u:t:S'S ('nRI~-rI.\.N T&MPl-:R.\XCE r:SlON: 
,,~w~~~~::~J;I·~R~~~QlPt. 8 .... , ........................................ . 

~~~~I~r:,:;~~fi~~~~~~ .~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
'WOO]l: 

72 
t8 

1M 

1M 
162 

19 

19 
30 

1112 
1112 

uc 

91 

111"1 
206 

211 

1111 

1t1S 

1t1S .. 
It1S 

:os 1. 
.. uUlnl' and 1"f"mo" .. l froam Stall(' tall: bmd unlawful. 113.. 13.5,. 1M ..•......... tfla. :os 
~I.un.' I\nll NIl' 0'. when NftloJ"""'" h'oIn s..:ale tll.1 'and" 113. l~ l::.d ..••..•• le.:o:i 
s-. ... 'O .... 'sl fuMtU<-b." 

""RIT 0" ASSIST.\.:S-Cf:.: 
Ill'pltc:.lklft tor, ltl •••.•.•.•...•..•.•.......•...•..••••••.....•....••••..•• ~... lit 
C\)urla m:.)' put pu,l'("h .... r 01 dt-Unq~nt and State- t&lt land lD ~ b7. 

~l~i ..•...•.•... , .............•.•.....••.........•....••••.•••.•••••••• _.L ... 1RS 
aot to .... '" wbtID.. 110........................................ ..•.•••....••.• ~ 

YARD: 
TOuN\~.~t~~:.r;r~.~l~~~t-\~jio~~··'· ................................ Sf. • 

TOt~P~~r:;;~~~rl~~l~~io~·; 
~nal pnllJlltrty of ~~~mpt. •.. 
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Hearing on petition. 62. 66. 
Heirs, 3, 72. 130a, 130b. 
Highway orders, 40. 
H~~way taxes, 36, 37. 39, 53, 

Homes for aged. etc .• 1. Homclltead 10n<18, •• 
Homestead. 7. Hospital., 1, 7. 9. 
Homesteaders. 104. 130a, 130b, Husband and wife. 3, 8. 

lmpo;t:a, 9. 
Improvements. 86, 104. 131. 
Ineompetents. 14. 89. 
Indebtedness, deducUon ot. 9, 

19.· 
Indebtedness ot township to 

county. 36. 

131. 

Indebtedness of vacated vil-
lage. 37. • 

Indebtedness to State. 35. 
ImJian lands, 1. 7. 
Industrial and charitable 

schools, 1. 
Injunction. «. 114. 

JnJllolv~nt debtor. 44. 
Intet"ell:t. r,g. 7.f, 81. DrS. 96. 
Interf'st tn land .. , 1 •. 
Invalidity of sales under:-

prior lawl'l, 139. 
Jrrl!g'ularltles, M, Ga. Got. frT. 

70. 99. 
Joint tenant. 72. 
Juugrnent, 39, 107. 

JUdldal sales. purchue Jurisdiction, 1. 62. 63. 66. 70. 
under. 72. 72. 73. 74. 17. 99. 

Laches, 69, 70. 73. 74. 
Lands crossed by railroads. 

25. 
Legal presumption, 30. 36. 86, 

73. 99. 
Legatees, 14. 

Machinery In buIlding, 2. 
Marksmen. society ot. 1. 
Mechanics' tools. 9. 
Military bounty lande. 1. 
Mining property, 11. 
Misnomer. 12, 24, 30. 40, 99. 
Mistake of officer. Sf. 72. 98.. 

Levy and sale. 46. 47. 
Levy on shares, 47. 
Libraries. 1. 36. 
LlcellBe tax, 9. 
LIen. fO, 40. 53. 66. 12. lot. 
Lite tenant. 3, 72. 

Moneys receivable tor taxes. 
44, 47. 54. 

Mortgagee. payment by. 46. 
M. 55, 74. 

Mortgagee. purch8.8e by, 48. 
70. 72. 

Mortgages. 1. a. 8. 13, 66. 
Neglect or refusal of elect- New townships. 105. 

ors. 36. 99. Non-residents. 24. 66. 
New counties. 35, 105. 

Limitations, M, 73. 84. 86. 1M. 
143. 

Local customs, M. 
Local Imp' •. 24. 36, 86, 
Log marks. U. 

Mortgagor. 72. 73. 
M~;.Jc:::~I~S:Xle:t. 7. 9. 10. 40, 
MUldcal Instruments. 9. 
Musical socIeties, 1. 
Mutual a.8sociatiou. 8. 

Notil"e, 25. 02, 63, &I, 86. 72. 
135. 

Notice ot purchase. lfO. 

Objections to decree. 66. 67. Offlcial duty. default In dt. Order pro Ctmfe8llo. 66. 
70. charge of, 91. 11U. Over valuatir.n. 24, 211. 

Objections to sate. 70. One mill t.a.x. 39. (Jwnerahlp tJtle, 3. 
Occupancy. 3. 44. 72. See Order of hearlng, 62. Owner unknown. 47, 00. 

··PoS8e8Slon.'· 

Paintlngs. 9. 
Partlal payment, 53. 55. 
Partnership property. 12. 14:
Part paid lands. 4. 
Payment. 3, 46, 53, 72. 73. 98, 

106. See "Duty to Pay 
Taxes." "ParOal Payment." 

Payment. attempt to make. 
86. 98. 

Payment. Involuntary. 4-8. 53. 
Pa)'lIlent. volunt:ar:Y. it, .a, 

47. 53, 54, 84. 
Pa)'lIlent on appeal, 87. 
Payment under protest. ft, 

"'. 47. 53. 58. 87. 

Penalty, 00, 74. 
Personal property. 4. 8. e. 13, 

H. 15, 19, 24. 
Personal property used In 

business, 9. 
Personal service. 66. 
Personal tax, 10, 44, 46. 47. 

M. 
Pt'titlon for decree. GO. 81, G2.. 

63, 00. 95. 
Pipe line companies, 8.. 
Place of sale. 62. 
Poor persons. exemption of 

property ot. 7. 

QuestlODJll concluded by de- Quietlng title. ~ 
cree. 67. 

Railroad hotels. 7. 
Railroad lands. 2. 1. 
RaJlroad property. 38. 
Railroad right of way. 25. 
Real property, 2. 3. 7. S. H, 

24. 27. 34 •. 39. 47. 
Reassessment 95. 96. 
RecE:ipt tor taxes. 441. 53. 58. 
Receiver, fG.. 

Rf:CordB. H. See "County 
el('rIc'e Records aM FileJI," 
"EQualb.atlon:' "Board of 
P...evle ..... •• 

P...ttOyery of taxell paJ~ f.f. 
46. 47, rJ3. 

R€"d4'!'IDPtiOn. 72, it. 87. 
Refunding. 73. 98. 
&maJndE'r-man. 3. 
:k~m€"dy. 21. 30. f7. 51. 
Rf::pJ€"vln. f7. 
Rt:port of b.le. 7L 

Sale after p3}"JneDt. 781. 98. Statement of IDODe')'8 re-
Sale ill contrav(::ntioD of law, cd,,-ed. 91_ 

9S.. Sta.tement of property. lB. D. 
ScbOOI taxes. 1. 36. 31. 51, N, 24. 

81. IfJi. State property. 7. 
SeieDtJ1le InstltuUO .... 1. to State ta1 landa. 08. 78, 11. 
SeeoDd deed. 83.. 84. 
securtde!l. 14.. ,State tas hnt) ILrts.. 1'1. 
Sb..areS. stock, 8. 14. 40. M, fl. St<ate taIetI. 31. m. M.. 1ft. 
sbel1tfs. 5L !'itatutory foreclo.ure. .. 
spedal ta.x. •. Stock in trade. 8. 
h"tate bI~. St. 

Posseulon, 3, 72. 73. 81. lZ7. 
See "Occupancy." 

Practice, 66, 67, 70, 72. 77. M. 
,0<. 

Premature decree, 66. 
Priority, 84. 
Private hie. 70. 
Proof ot publication, Q. 84. 

M. 99. 
PrntwcuUng attorney, 6G. 

~~::~'l=~:. 23, ft. 70, 'il). 
00. 

PdrehttM: of AudJtor General, 
Sf. 

Jl,epoTt of sate. to AudJtor 
General. 70. 

R,I!(.r(.Jrt ot sale, to count, 
d.,.rk, 70. W. 

P~KJt)o;;nce, 13. 
R~Jtlng trurt. 7%. 
wturna, 40. f1. :i:i. N, Uf. 73 

00. 
fuvlew. 29. 30. M, 107. 
ltiro:;,.rian rlghU. 2. 
Rold for .ale, 70. 

SubmJttlnc' las to yote. ai, 
00. 
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of lots; of any city, village or tOWDship plat, where there has 
been judicial or legislative action vacating said plat, prior 
to January first, nineteen hundred thirteen, and where such 
are now being assessed by governmental subdivisions. 

ADDED BY ACT NO. !08 OF 1918. 

Cul ..... r. etc.. Sec. 1. (4192) Hereafter any cut-over or wild lands, as 
::: .. empl defined herein, which shall be actnaIJy purchased by any 
laxation. person for the purpose of making a home, shall be exempt 

Proviso. 

Application 
for exemp
tiOD. 

80 .... 
exempt (1'0IIII 
laxation. 

WhrD IIIldi..... --=, .... , ........ 
pa,-ment of 
portioa of 
taL 

from the payment of all taxes for a period of five years there· 
after. Cut·over and wild lands shaIJ be construed to mean 
any swamp land or land from which timber "has been removed 
and no part of which del!cription claimed to be exempted 
has ever been cultivated. . The exemption herein provided for 
shall not be operative in any case, unleBS the purchaser, 
either upon contract or otherwise, actnally resides upon and 
improves at least two acres thereof each and every year of 
the said five years in a manner to subject the same to culti· 
vation: Provided, That the exemption herein provided for 
shall not extend to more than eighty acres purcha.sed by 
anyone person. 

Sec. 2. (4193) Any person claiming exemption under this 
act shall make application to the supervisor for exemption 
at the time aBSessment of the township is made, and the 
supervisor shall enter the person's name upon the _ 
ment roll aDd the description of the land the same as though 
taxes were to be spread DpOD the land, and refer the appli· 
cation to the board of review of the towDship, lI·ho shall if 
the conditions eutitling exemptioD have bPen complied with. 
order to be written after the description "Exempt DDder the 
cut-over aDd wild laDd act, first year," aDd each sDbsequeDt 
year thereafter if the cODditions have beeD complied with, 
but using second year, tbird year, fourth year, fifth year nc· 
cef!8ively, after which the land shall no lODger be exempt 
UDder this act. 

This ad pJ'OTldf!lll tor lM nemptJon from taUUIHI for tbt pniod of .... e ,ar" 
noder certain eoodjtjonll of any cut-ovn or wild laDfk. 

ACT NO. 88 OF I tot, 

SeC. 1. (4194) All boDds hereafter i ...... ed hi" anv 
COUDty. township, city, village or school district within tlie 
state of liichigan pursuant to statute are hereby exempted 
from all taxation. 

See. 2. (4195) All acts aDd parts of aets inconlJistent 
herewith are hereby repealed. 

Act so. %%5 OF .,u 
See. 1. (4198) Whenever aDY person, firm or corporatioD, 

owning or claiming to OWD ODe or more government nb· 
di .. isions of laDd or one or more lots or blocks incloded 
withiD the limits of aoy township, village or city plat in
cluded in the _eDt lIith other government nbdiviBioo. 



TAXATION ACTS OF 1909, 1911, 1913, 1915, ~917, 1919 
AND 1921, OTHER THAN THOSE AMENDING 

THE GENERAL TAX LAW. 
ACT NO. S .. OF '108, 

Sec. 64. (939) Armories erected by counties, cities, pri: Exemption of 
\'ate corporations, corporations composed of national guard :'~d'.ri,:i.. 
companies or private individuals, and used by organizations from'taxa: 

of the permanent organized militia, shall be exempt from all tlOIl, 

taxes, ordinary or extraordinary, whether levied by the state 
or by counties by municipalities, the same ss other state 
prop~rty is eumpt. Bonds, mortgages and other. certificates 
of indebtedness made and i8Sued by any niunicipality, organi-
zlltion or prh'ate individual for the purpose of erecting 
Ilrmories und"r this act, shall not be assessed or taxed as 
p~r80nal property for any purpose, when held by any person 
within the atate of Michigan. 

Non.-Thill flt('tion C"xf'mpts from taxation armor,. buildlnl8 and abo f'umpb 
rtum l"'lillflon .. ~nollal propcort, bonds. mortcaaft and other certllkalee of 
IndeblednCA ft('urt"d by arnlory propuly. 

ACT NO. 1.0 OF ...... 

St,(,. 18. (21,l3) Within one week after the expiration of Return of 
the time limit .. d in the warrant for the collection· of the • ...,aid ...... 

taxt's lp\'ied in said roll or within (me week after the time 
!o which said worrollt mlly have been renewed or extended, 
If the trellslIrer hilS been ulloble to rollect any of the taxes 
on hia roll on 1'1'111 l)ropert~·. it shllll be his duty to return 
1111 such unpnid taxes on real pro(1l'rty to the rounty treas-
urer ill the same mannf'r alld with like elTect as retllrns by 
lownship treasurers. The taxes thus )'eturned shall be col- ()olIod;Qa. 

lected in the same Dlanner as other taxt"S returned to such 
l'Ounty treasurer are collected under the provisions of the 
general tax laws of the Stllte, and the same rate of interest 
IlUd amount of chargt"B shall be collected thereon, and all u ..... 
tllXes upon lands 80 returned upon lands as delinqnent shall 
be and remain a lit'n th"reon nntil paid: Provided, That I'nnioo, 

tile county th't\Surer shall at the time that he makes his = ~ 
return to the Auditor General of delinquent taxes assessed eo. 
und,'r tht' g,'nl'ral tllX Isw. also make a return of all village 
hues that were returned delinqul'nt to his olllce and remain-
ing 1I11pllid on the tlrst day of Mart'h of the year in which 
the returll is made. 

nla alltfltd1lW'Qt pruYidcos tor tlMo mum by thfo rouaty trPaMiftl' ., ....... 
\'"iII.,. tauoa at u.. ... ti~ tbd othr.r "liDqw.t tu._ aN nttar"a«L 

.u,- So. Its OF 1'1J.. 

Sec. 1. \ -ll$iI The Auditor Gt'neral is ht'reby authorized Cortaho ..... 

aud empowt'red to t'tUlt ... l aU taxer remaining nndisclaarged --
as appears from his books, and the ftrords of his olllce, 
aSSft'lWd or rea-..sed npon any lots or blocks, or fracti.01Ul 
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where paid. 

GENERAL TAX LAW 

witb tbe Auditor General a verified statement in writing 
containing the name, port of bail, tonnage and name of 
owner of such steam vessel, steam barge or steam boat, and 
sball thereupon pay into the state treasury a Hum equal to 
ten cents for freighter or twenty cents for passenger boat 
per net ton on the registered tonnage of said vessel, and the 
said treasurer shall tberenpon issue his receipt tberefor. 

Sec. 3. (4250) The said State Treasurer sball annually, 
on or before the first day of December, pay int@ the county 
treasury of any county wherein is located the port of hail 
of any steam vessel, steam barge or steam boat complying 
with this act, all money so received from any steam vessel, 
steam barge or steam boat whose port of bail is within said 
county. The county treasurer of said county shall then pay 
to the city or township wherein is located the port of hail 
of said steam vessel, steam barge or steam boat such pro· 
portion of said money or tax as the amount of state and 
county tax paid by said city or township bears to the whole 
state and county tax in said county, as fixed and determined 
by the board of Aupel'\'isors of said county at the annual 
meeting of said supervisors at which said board equalizes and 
apportions the amount of taxes that shall be paid by such 
city or township for state and county purposes, and tbe 
balance shall be retained by said county treasurer for atate 
and county purposes, in proportion to the amounta aaid state 
and county are each entitled to under such apportionment 
by aaid board of supervisors, 

NOI'L-Tbe act provides for a tonnqe tal( on lIteam water craft and Ie by 1m. 
plication an amendment to mbdi'f'Ujoo 4 of Mrt.ion • 01 the lJeoeraJ tas law, 
Boats payioC taxea under thi. act are DOt subject to ....-meot under the pro
"'i~ions of the ceneraJ tal[ Jaw. 

This act tau. ceI'ect Aucut J, 1111. 

MI:S-ERAL RESERVATIO:Y ACT 

ACT NO. 51, P. A. I" •. 

Section 1. All mineral, coal, gas, salt, gypsum, oil, mining 
or other rigbts in or to any lands within this state, or to the 
ores, oils, gravel, valuable deposita or minerals contained 
therein which shall heretofore have been or shall hereafter 
be reserved in any conveyance of such lands, tbe interest SO 
reserved shall be valned and _d against the owner at 
the true cash value as an interest in real estate by the 
lI88e8I!01'lI of the 8lISe88ment district where II11ch lands are 
situated at the time of making the annual a.tI8C88II1ent of the 
property within snch assessment district, and the interests 
in said lands SO reserved and so valued and a88CII8ed shall 
be placed and entered upon the assessment roll of such _ 
ment district, and shall be Bnbject to taxation lUI an interest 
in real property at the same rate and subject to all the pro-



OTHER TAXATION ACTS SOl 

of land or with other lots or blocks upon the tax roll, shall 
make an affidavit, or cause said affidavit to be made by any 
person having knowledge of the facts, to the Auditor General, 
setting forth that the said person, firm or corporation owns 
at the time of making said affidavit the said government 
subdivision of land or said lot, lots or blocks and that the 
same has been included upon the assessment roll and has been 
sold and Is held as state tax land with other government 
subdivisions' ot land or with other lots or blocks and that 
the said affiant is desirous ot paying all the taxes assessed 
against said land, and upon tender by such person, firm or 
cCll'poration to the Auditor General the proportionate amount 
of taxes, Interest and charges accrued against said descrip
tion of land 8S appearing by the tax lists and reeords at the 
time said tl'nder or payment and alIIdavit is made, it shall be Auditor 
the duty of the Auditor General upon poyment, to issue to r.:~~raJ.!:\ 
such person, firm or corporation, 8S aforesaid, a deed of the . . 
dl'scription or descriptions of land described in such alIIdavit. 

hi!:::! r: l.::V~~: ::!t :~~~re.:es:ar:! 'a?8i":.'=~~t ::~:lsld~rr:tI:.:eu~e l~=n:~ 
ur any of the IOvcofnn't'nt 8ubdlvislollll or Iota or blockl mny purchase the part 
owned by him without bel ... ftqulned to PUI'1:'h8Be the entire description. 

A pUf'l'hftMe by • ("18lmant of the title to l'elll property fl'om Uu, State upon a 
tal.., .nhlavlt of owut'l's.hip dON nut Inure to the benellt of the former owner .. 
1\ l1!dempUoD.-Kmbul')' TI.. Goodeuo\ll'b. 1S1 N. 110. 

ACT NO. '10 OF UII. 

See. 1, (424S) In consideration of an annual payment steam _10 

into the state treasury by the owner of any steam vessel. :!i: ---' 
steam barge or steam boat engaged in the carrying of passen-
gers, holding license for Buch purpose, or carrying passen-
gers and freight, owned within this State or hailing from 
any port thereof. and employed in the navigation of inter-
national ,,'aters or watl'l"8 of the Great Lakes, of a sum equal 
to twenty cents per net ton on the registered tonnage thereof. 
and the annual payment into the state treasury by the owner 
of any stt>alll vessel, Bream barge or sream boat engaged iii 
the t'arrying of freiltht only. owned within this State or hail-
ing from any port thereof and employed in the navigation of 
international W1It1'rs, of a sum equal to ten cente per net 
ton on the I't'gistered tonnage thereof, such payment shall 
he ~'(!h-ed in lieu of all taxes, and such Bream TeSSeI, steam 
barge or steam boat shall he and the same Is hereby made 
I'xempt from all further tuation, either stste, county or 
muuicipal, upon the payment of the BUIDB herein provided. 

Paymfflt of tuft 1Ind", tba. ~ constroftt as "J'1IIHIt tw taftll 01 IIeSt tnk'C!efd.'''' ,...,u.-yM'kiDa. ~tioa co. .... ~ 01 1II.IdIi--. HI IlL 
.u .... 

~. 2, ("249) The ownl'r of any stl'&lll -1, Bteam v ... ... 
barge or steam boat hailing from any port of this State and ... _ 
employt'd in the navigation of international waters or waters =:' 
of the Great Lakes, to romply with thl' tenus of this ad. 
shall annually. on 01' before the first d~ of December. file 
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other interest therein that the said mineral right or reserva· 
tion was purchased at such tax sale and that the same must 
be redeemed by the payment of taxes and iuterest as pro
vided by law for the redemption of real property, which 
notice shall be substantially in the form required to be given 
by purchasers of real property at any tax Bale thereof pur· 
suant to the laws of this state, and in case such mineral 
right or reservation in the lands in such notice described 
shall not be redeemed by the owner thereof within the time 
limited by law, the owner of the surface right or any otber 
interest therein may redeem such reserved interest at any 
time within thirty days next after the expiration of the 
period within which the owner of such interest might have 
redeemed the same, and thereupon shall be entitled to a con
veyance by the state of its interest therein, and thereafter 
both the ore and mineral rights reserved in such land and 
tbe fee thereof shall be held in the same right, and the Baid 
lands shall be valued and assessed as a whole. In case the 
mining or mineral rights so reserved in any such lands ahall 
not be redeemed by the owner thereof or by the owner of any 
other interest therein, the title to such mineral right or reser· 
vation shall vest in and become the property of tbe state and 
shall be disposed of or held as provided for in section four 
of this act. 

Section 6. In assessing such lands for the purpose of taxa
tion the value of the right reserved as fixed by tbe IUI8e88Or 
shall be deducted from the whole value of BDch lands as 
fixed by him, and only the difference bet,.·een the value of 
such reserved interest and the whole value of tIIlid lands 
as 80 fixed shall be assessed against the owner of the snrface· 
right, fee or the remaining interest therein. 

Section 7. The a88e88ing ofticer of the several ll88e88IIlen t 
districts of this state may require the owner of any BDch 
mineral or mining right in any lands of this state to make 
return nnder oath to him of the value of such mineral right 
and the value at which the owner holds the tIIlIDe. It shall 
be the duty of the proper assetll!ing ofticer of the territory or 
district in which such rights and the lands with which eon
nected are situated, within the tIIlIDe time and in accordance 
with the method prescribed in the general tax law, to II8BeII8 
all sucb resen-ed rights at their true cash valne. The state· 
ment of the owner of the value of such reserved rights .hall 
in no wise be binding upon tbe 381!e88ing ofticer. Any per
son who refuses to furnish a a,.·om statement herein required 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and npon convic
tion thereof shall be subject to imprisonment not to exceed 
six months or a fine not to exceed one hundred dollan, or 
both such fine and imprisonment in the discretion of the 
court: Pro\ided, however, Such 381!e88JDent shall be made 
as, and shall he subject to, revision and review in the same 
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visions of the laws of this state relating to the assessment 
and taxation of real property and providing for the collection 
of the taxes as levied and assessed against the same. The T .... · to be 
taxes so levied and assessed against such interest shall lien. 
become a lien thereon in the manner provided by law in the 
case of taxea assessed and levied against real property, and 
may be enforced by the sale of such reserved righta as an 
interest in real estate in the manner provided for by the 
laws of this state for the enforcement and collection of taxes 
against real property. 

Section 2. In all cases where in the conveyance of real Inler .. t. 
property within thi~ state any such interest is reserved, the :r, ...... nt 

interest reserved and the interest conveyed shall be assessed 
and valnl'd for tbe purposes of taxation as separate interests 
in tbe lands described, and in case of default of payment of 
the taxes levied and assessed against the same, and it shall 
become necessary to sell such property in the manner pro· 
vided hy law to enforce such taxes, tbe interest in such lands 
belonging to different owners shall he sold separately and the 
sale of any such separate interests shall not affect any ot""er 
interest therein belonging to a different owner or owners. 

Sectiou 3. Tbe owner of any separate interest in any such Owner may 

lands may' become a purchaser at any tax sale of any other I':.."'=. at 
Interest thN'ein, and shall be entitled to hold the interest so 
acquh'\ld for his own use and benefit, and shall not be held 
to have acquired sllch intl'rest for the joint benefit of himself . 
and the ownl'r of any other interest therein and the 
owners of such separate interests shall not be held to be· 
tenants in common of the said lands, but such separate in-
terests shall be held to be separate and distinct interests 
therein. 

Sl'Ctiou ,. In the event of said land not being redeemed Wbea _ 

within the time limited by law for the redemption of real 0Gt -
property and the state shall acquire. title to such mineral 
right or reservation, the right so acquired shall not be sold 
or disposed of, eXCl'pt in the manner provided by law for 
the disposition of ores and mineral, roal, gas, aalt, gypB11Dl 
and oU contained in public lands belonging to the state or 
by way of Il'8lle, the lessee of such mineral right to yield and 
pay a stipulated royalty upon all ores and minerals mined 
from such lands, the income derived from which shall be 
paid into the state trl'asury and become part of its public 
funds. 

&!ction 6.. It shall be the duty of the anditor general or 111_ 
of Bome otll('J' state olllCl'l' designated by law, upon the ex-~ ~ 
piration of the pt'J'iod within which real property sold for . 
ta.~ ma.v be redt't'med by the owner and upon the expira-
tion of .. hleh period a purchaser would under the law become 
('ntitled to a couVt'yance of the lands 80 purchased, to imme-
diately give notice to the owner of wch mineral, roal, gas, 
aalt,. gypsum, oil or mining right and to the owner of any 
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other interest therein that the said mineral right or l'eI!erVa
tion was pnrchased at such tax sale and that the same mlLlt 
be redeemed by the payment of taxes and interest as pro
,-ided by law for the redemption of real property, which 
notice shall be snbstantially in the form required to be given 
by purchasers of real property at any tax aale thereof pur
suant to the laws of this state, and in case such mineral 
right or reservation in the lands in such notice described 
shall not be redeemed by the owner thereof within the time 
limited by law, the owner of the 81lrface right or any other 
interest therein may redeem such reserved interest at any 
time within thirty days next after the expiration of the 
period within which the owuer of 81lch interest might have 
redeemed the same, and thereupon .hall be entitled to a con
veyance by the state of its interest therein, and thereafter 
both the ore and mineral rights reserved in 81lch land and 
the fee thereof shall be held in the same right, and the said 
lands shall be .-alued and assessed as a ,.-hole_ In case the 
mining or mineral rights so reserved in any such lande shall 
not be redeemed by the o,.-ner thereof or by the O1FDer of any 
other interest therein, the title to 81lch mineral right or reser
vation shall vest in and become the property of the state and 
shall be disposed of or held as provided for in section four 
of this act_ 

Section 6_ In assessing such lands for the purpose of taxa
tion the value of the right reserved as bed by the _r 
shall be deducted from the whole value of such lande as 
bed by him, and only the difference between the value of 
81lch reserved interest and the whole nlue of said lande 
as so bed shall be assessed against the owner of the lDrlace 
right, fee or the remaining interest therein. 

Section i_ The U8eS6ing ollicer of the ""eral -..t 
districts of this state may require the owner of any well 
mineral or mining right in any lande of this state to make 
return under oath to him of the valne of wcll mineral right 
and the value at whicll the OWDer holde the same_ It ailall 
be the duty of the proper aso;essing ollicer of the territory or 
district in which auch ri/:hta and the lande with whicll con
nected are situated, within the same time and in aeeordance 
witil the method prescribed in the general tax law, to _ 
all 81lch reserved rights at their true ~ll value_ The atate
ment of the OWDer of the .. alne of aucll retleJ'Ved rights ahall 
in no wise be binding upon the ......."..,ing ollicer_ Any per
..-,n who refuses to furnU;h a sworn statement herein requiftd 
shall be deemed guil ty of a misdemeanor, and upon convic
tion thereof shall be aubject to imprisonment not to exa!ed 
six months or a fine not to exceed one hundred dollan, or 
botil nell fine and imprisonment in the di8cretiOD of the 
court: Pnwided, ho..-ever, Sneh a.MetIImIeDt silall be made 
as, and shall he subject to, reo-ision and reriew in the _ 
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mannC!' and to the same extent as assessments of other 
liroperty. 

Seetion 8. This act shall be considered as remedial legis- Act. PUI'POM 

latlon enacted for the purpose of equalizing taxation and .r. 
subjecting all interest in lands thereto and shall be so held 
and eonstrued. 

Seetion O. All aets or parts of !lets inconsistent with or 
eontravening the provisions of this act are hereby repealed. 

Section 10. This act is immediately necessary for the 
preservation of the puhlic safety. 

Repenled. 

ACT NO. 11' OF 1115 

Sec. 1. (4:!ri1) Act numher ftfty-one of the Public Aets Aot repealed. 
ot nineteen hundred eleven, entitled "An act to provide for 
the assessment, valuation and taxation of mineral, coal, gas, 
salt, gypsum, oil, mining or other rights reserved in or to 
any lalllis in tbis State or to the ores, minerals, coal, gas, 
salt, gypsum and oil contained therein against the owner 
tht'reof as an intert'St in real property in any and all cases 
where auy mineral right in or to the ores, oils, mine, valuable 
deposits, min .. .rals contained therein, shall be or shall here-
tofore have been reser\'ed to the grantor or any other per-
son in any conv .. ynnee thereot," is hereby repealed. 

Sec. 2. ('2:>2) The Auditor General is hereby authorized, T ..... to be 
.. mpowered and direeted to canrel all taxt'S remaining undia- ..... Ued. 
eharged as appears from the records of his omre or that may 
be hereafter returned to his omre upon the ass .. ssment of 
mineral, eoal, gas, salt, gypsum, oil, mining or other rights 
reser\-ed in or to any lands in this State asat'SSed and re-
turned d .. linquent for such taxes under the provisions of act 
num!M.·r flfty-one of the Public Acts of nineteen hundred 
.. leven. 

Sec. 8. (4253) The Auditor G .. ne.ral is herehy authorised _ to be 

to ennt'l'l the BIlle ot any and all mineral reseJ'\'ationa here- ......,1Ied. 

tofore or hl'reattl'r made under the provisions of act number 
ftfty-one ot the I'lIhlie Acts of ninl'teI'n hundred eleven: 
I'rod,I,"', That in eSIle any sueh mineral rest'rvationa are Pno.t-. _ 
~"Id to RII.,\' illdh·idual. firm or eorlloration. it "hall be the =-:.: 
dllty of ti,e Auditor Gen .. ral aftu the canrellation of snell 
sail'S, to refulld to such purehaser the amount paid to pur-
('haSt" tt~ ... thl'r ,dth intert'St thl'l'I'On from the date of pur-
ehase to the date of eaneellation at the rate of six pel' cent 
per anllum. 

Sec.'. (4:!;).l) That ullon the t'lllleellation of the amount r.- _ 
of sueh t&:l: ..... the State, rounty. to .... nship, city or l'ilIage """"
shall stand the loss of their portion !>f snch taxes. 

'nIo a.t _II .\ot " ...... P. A. nil. ___ ... '"'''""'' ~ ad. 
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ACT NO. 91 OF lOll. 

Sec. 1. (4268) For the purposes of this act all indebted· 
ness secured by liens upon real property shall constitute 
that class of credit upon which this act imposes a specific 
tax. The word "mortgage" as used herein shall include every 
mortgage or other instrument by which a lien is created over 
or imposed upon real property, notwithstanding it may al80 
be a lien upon other property, or there may be other security 
for the debt, and shall also include executory contracts for 
the sale of real property, and deeds or other instruments 
that are given to secure debts. 

The spt'Clftc tas: on mortgages and land centractJI I. In lIf!u of all ,cnernl 
hu.ea, Includin .. special fl88e8MmenllJ.-linion TrU8t Co. va. CommoD Coundl uf 
the City of Detroit. 170 Mo' OSt:. 

A land contract, executory in characteT, resenlng to the 'YeDdar the JE'('ft1 title. 
('reates !l lien on real estate, aod la subject to the mon.ace las Jaw.-Ncoon n. 
Drcitenwl!ICher. 1.4 M. ao. , 

Tantion of mortgagetl ODd land contrllCb to their fuJI value In addition tD the 
assessment of the real eatate, Is not douhle lasaUon.-Jd. 

The provl8ion exemptin" buildi",f and lonn mortgages from the lD01'lI'8I'e tax 
does not exempt from taxation.-RosIr VB. Stoll, It. M. Jill. 

Sec. 2. (4269) A tax of fifty cents for each one hnndred 
dollars and each remaining major fraction thereof of the 
principal debt or obligation which is, or under any con
tingency may be, secured by a mortgage npon real property 
situated within this State recorded on or after the first day 
of January, nineteen hundred twelve, is hereby imposed on 
each such mortgage, and shall be collected and paid 8.8 here-

Pro";... inafter provided: Provided, That no tax shall be imposed 
Hbrary. etc. upon any debt or obligation which is, or under any con

tingency may be, secured by a mortgage upon such real 
estate as shaU be owned and occupied by library, armory, 
benevolent, charitable, edncational and scientific institutions, 
incorporated under the laws of this State, with the buildings 

Proviao. 
fraternal 
societies. 

and other property tbereon, while occupied by them solely 
for the purposes for which they were incorporated: Pro
nded, That such exemption shaU not apply to fraternal or 
secret societies, bnt all charitable homes of such societies 

Further p..... shaU be exempt: Pronded further, That no tax 8haU be 
;~. ebure.. imposed npon any debt or obligation which is, or under any 

contingency may be, secured by a mortgage npon any house 
of public worship with the land on which it stands, the fur
niture therein and aU rights in the pe1I's, and upon any par
sonage, owned by any religious society of this State and 
occupied as such; which such mortgage is recorded on or 
after the first day of January, nineteen hundred twelve: 

Further p.... Provided further, No tax shall be imposed upon any build
I::;" .':::1It...n. ing and loan mortgage. The tax imposed by this section shall 

be in addition to the recording fee now provided for by law_ 
In computiDC' the amount of the las: to be paid on t..be amount owinC' 011 • land 

contract. the eonnt,. treasUl"eT I. to be .,nded trr the fJJA2 of the I .... rument, aDd 
.. here lli'1t iostrum~nl abutn that the down pa)'IDe1Jt w .. paid before the ft«:'U-" 
liOD of the contract. tbe amount thrreot nould be ckduded from the purdlue 
pri~ anj tbe las computed on the blJalaClt.-5bupnt .... Incham Co. Treu.. .... 
M.. nl. 
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mannel' and to the same extent as assessments of other 
property. . 

Section 8. This act shall be considered as remedial legis- Act. PUl'P080 
lation enacted for the purpose of equalizing taxation and .r_ 
subjecting all interest in lands thereto and shall be so held 
and construed. 

Section 9. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent with or 
contravening the provisions of this act are hereby repealed. 

Section 10. This act is immediately necessary for the 
preservation of the public safety. 
Re~nlod. 

ACT NO. 118 OF 1115 

Sec. 1. (421)1) Act number fifty-one of the Public Acts Act ropealed. 
of nineteen hundl"ed eleven, entitled "An act to provide for 
tbe assessment, valuation and taxation of mineral, coal, gas, 
salt, gypsum, 011, mining or other rights reserved in or to 
any lands in tbis State or to the ores, minerals, coal, gas, 
salt, gypsum and oil contaiued therein against the owner 
thereof as an interest in real property in any and all cases 
where any mineral right in or to the ores, oils, mine, valuable 
deposits, minl'rals contained therein, shall be or sball here-
tofore bave been reserved to tbe grantor or any other per-
son in any convl'yance tbereof," is bereby repealed. 

Sec. 2. (42;;2) Tbe Auditor General is hereby authorized, T .... to be 
empowered and directed to cancel all taxes remaining undis- """""lied. 

cbarged as appl'nrs from tbe records of bis olllce or that may 
be bereafter returned to bis olllce upon tbe assessment of 
mineral, coal, gas, salt, gypsum, oil, mining or otber rights 
reserved In or to any lands in this State assessed and re-
turned delinquent for sncb taxes under the provisions of act 
unmoor Ilfty-olle of the Public Acts of nineteen hnndred 
I'll'vl'n. 

Sec. 3. ( '21)3) The Anditor Gl'neral is hereby anthorized SaIos to be 
to callcel the snle of any and all mineral reservations here- ...... ,l<d. 

tofore or hereaftl'r made nnder the provisions of act number 
ftfty-one of tbe 1'\Iblic Acts of nineteen hnndred eleven: 
I'ro\"hll'<l, Tbat in case any snch mineral reservations are ..... >'1 ... ..,. 

!'old to nll.,v hlllh·hlual. firm or corporation. it sball be the =-:.=" 
duty of tbe Auditor Gt'neral aftl'r the cancellation of snch 
lUUl'S, to refund to such pnrcbaser the amonnt paid to pur-
chast'. to~'t'tber with intert'St thereon from the date of pur-
chase to the date of t'ancellation at the rate of six pt>l' t'eDt 
l>er annum. 

Sec. 4. (42;;4\ That npon the t'ancelJatlon of the amonnt 1.-._ 
of sueh tax~ tbe State, county. township, city or village-
"hall stand the loss of their portion of such taxes. 
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in so doing the amount of all prior incumbrances upon Bnch 
property or any portion thereof. The said Board of State 
Tax Commissioners shall cause notice to be served upon the 
mortgagor and the mortgagee in the manner hereinalter pro· 
vided, and not less than ten days thereafter shall proceed to 
determine what proportion of the principal indebtednet18 
secured by the mortgage shall be used as the measnre of 
taxation within this State under the provision8 of thi8 act. 
The notice aforesaid shall be in manuel' and form as follow.: 

To the mortgagor aud mortgagee named in the within 
described mortgage. 

Take notice, That on the .....•.... day of ....••.•....• 
Anno Domini nineteen hundred ....•..•...... , the Board of 
State Tax Commissionera of the State of Michigan, will meet 
in the offices of said commission at Lan8ing, Michigan, at 
.......... o'clock a. m. (p. m.) to determine what propor· 
tion of the principal indebtedness secured by the mortgage 
given under date of ................ by ................. . 
to ............. :.... shall be used as the measure of taxa· 
tion within this State under the provision8 of act number 
ninety-one of the Puhlic Acta of nineteen hundred eleven, 
and that you are entitled to attend such meeting and to 
testify as to the correctnet18 of the values placed upon the 
property included in said mortgage. 

(Description) 
BOARD OF STATE TAX COMMISSIONERS. 

By ....••.......•........... : .. 
Secretary. 

The service of the said above notice shall be by registered 
mail and the said Board of State Tax Commissionera shall 
retain in its files the postmaster's receipt for eame. ·If the 
person or persons entitled to said notice are dead, or if their 
estate shall be under control of a trustee or guardian, then 
and in such case notice as hereinbefore provided .hall be 
served upon the executor 01' administrator of said deceased 
person or persons, or upon his 01' their heirs if there be no 
executor or administrator, or upon the trustee or guardian 
of any incompetent person with. like effect as if served upon 
the mortgagee or mortgagor. In determining the separate 
values of the property covered by any such mortgage within 
and without this State for the purpose of ascertaining the 
proportiou of the principal indebtedness secured by ·the mort· 
I!'age 1i-hich is taxable under this act, the Board of Stste 
Tax Collllllissionera shall consider ouly the valne of the 
tangible property covered by BUch morll!'age, taking into con· 
sideration in so doing the amount of all prior incumbrances 
thereon. For the pnrpose of determining BUch value, the 
Board of State Tax Commissionera may require the mort· 
gagor 01' mortgagee or both to furnish the board by aIIIdavit 
or verified report, such information 01' data sa it deems 
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Sec. 3. (4270) The tax imposed by this act shall be paid How paid. 
10 and collected by the treasurer of the county where such f~ ':.~pu'. 
mortgal:c is IIrst presented for record, in the manner follow· 
ing: Before said mortgage is received by the register of 
deeds for recording it shall be presented to the county treas· 
urer, who shall as one of his official duties, compute and 
collect the taxes due thereon as provided by this act, and 
shall certify on said mortgage the amount secured thereby 
and the amount or taxes received by him. Said certillcate Corti II,", .. 
shall be recorded by the register of deeds as a part of the recordl.r .t. 
record of said mortgage. If said mortgage is given wholly 
or partly as an indemnity, the mortgagee or owner thereof, 
shall attach thereto an affidavit showing the greatest amonnt 
for which it can, under any circumstances, become secllfity, 
and the taxes shall be paid upon ;that amount, and no greater 
sum can he collected on said mortgage. Such certillcate shall 
1I0t be required with allY mortgage made to indemnify the 
mortl:ugee as surety, or to secure the performance by the 
morlg,,!(or of any contract which does not require the pay-
mellt of a specilled sum of mOlley, nor with any mortgage 
made to correct or perfect a mortgage previously recorded, 
011 which the charges imposed by this act have been paid, if 
110 new or additional illdebtedlless is created thereby. For Wlltul mi. 
a wilful misstatement of tile amount for wbich Raid mort- lllatemo ••• 

gage can, in allY evellt, become security, said mortgagee or 
the owner of said mortgage shall be deemed to have subjected 
himself to the pains and penaltil's of perjury. 

Thl'l inN"'"''''' tns: I. to be C'Olnputl"d upon the amaunt shown upon the face or 
the lbf.trutn\"nt to "" o\\"ln«. And It that rolla to .. how the ftrst payment to have 
ht-en Instil' btoro~ til(' p'(f'\'utiun or tho InstrumC'nt. tbt-n tba tax mulll be pa.ld 00 
\he tull mnshtf'ration th"n'ln.-Dt-trolt lAnd Contra('t Co. n. Gl'ftD. 10! M ..... 

~K~'d=\t~o~~(':...:.r ,: ~ct,~~I-::aU!. .~.~lr.rl of it, ~Dd lIbould DOt 

Sec... ('271). Am. Act 213 of 1921. If the mortgage Prope ..... 

shall cover and dl'8uibe real property situated partIy within "r'~ with-ie. 
aud partly ",·ithout this State, then there shall be included .. "'" 
iu or atta~hl'd to said mortgl\~e a stateml'nt of the valne of 
said prop .. rty lo('ated iu this IOtate and of the value of Raid 
propt'rty locatl'd without this State. The mortgagor shall 
take oath, whit-h may be administered iu the acknowledg-
ment of Raid ulortg~ ... , that the mlnl'8 placed upon the 
property covered by the mortgage are the true nlul'8 thl'reof, 
to tlll' bt'St of his knowll'dge alld hl'lil'f. aud for a wilful 
misslatpmt'llt of any 8u('h valUI'S he shall hi' dl'l'med guilty of 
perjury .• Whl'lI the I't'a\ property ron-red by Raid mOl'tgage ___ __ 
is locatl'd partly ",·ithin tbis State and partly without this .......... 
State, the mortgage shall, hl'fore hl'ing presented for rerord ::""::l..l::.!-' 
iu allY rounty in this Stale, hi' submitted to the Board of .... 
State Tax Commissioners, and it shalI be the duty of said 
board to d .. t .. rmine ""hat proportiou shall be taxable UDder 
this 0('(. by d .. termining the relati", value of the R10l'tgaged. 
property ",·ithin this State as compared with the total value 
of the entire mOl'tgaged property taking into consideration 
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mortgage shall, at the end thereof, contain a aworn statement 
of the amounts advanced thereon and secured thereby, and 
the tax herein provided shall be computed on that basis. 

When {":Jiher When a further amount is about to be advanced thereon or 
~:n'::~. etc: become secured thereby the mortgagee 'shall immediately 

notify the board of state tax commissioners· and it shall be 
the duty of said board to determine the amount of tax to he 
paid thereon in the same manner as provided herein for 
determination of the original tax thereon. The treaMurer and 
recording officer of the county in which the original tax was 
paid shall be notified of such determination by the secretary 
of said board and the tax Mhall thereupon become due and 
payable and shall be paid in the same mauner as the original 

When addl· tax On said mortgag... If such additional tax is not paid 88 
~~I':.~ lax un· required by this section such trust mortgage and evidence 

of indebtedness, bonds or securities secured thereby shall be 
unenforceable until said tax is paid and such additional 
tax shall draw interest at the rate of one per cent per month 
from the date when the first became due. On or before the 
tenth day of January in each year thereafter the mortgagor 
shall file a: sworu statement with the board of state tax com· 
missioners, setting forth the amount of bonds iMsued during 
the preceding calendar Y<'8r under the pro\'isions of said 
mortgage, the total amount of bonds issued under said mort· 
gage and the amount of such bond. outstanding on the first 

When dIs
charged. 

day of January of the year in which such report ,is made. 
No trust mortgage shall be discharged until tbe trustee 
therein shall have filed au affidavit that an taxes for wbicb 
such mortgage is liable ha\'e been. duly paid. Any person 
making a false affidavit under this provision sball be liable 
to prosecutiou for perjury. 

Wbere a Mlchi.-an IOOJ1)OTlltion executed a hlllnkd tm." morUr"-Cle" ~rln~ 
honda which were only partly i.!Ilrued prior to January I. IllS, and tht'I'eafl.er 
I~ued mOl"e bc)nrbl and ihf"reaAed ItA mortnn inrtt'lrtec1n ....... In pUfllUance r1f pn)
Ti!rioM in the trort ilUltrument on the ba!Jis of alba pruprrty pUJ'dJ3MLl. It Wall 
not entitled to have a supplement-'ll iMtnunent. reeitinjf the ori~nal trtVlt arTfl,n&'~ 
ment and coverintr the 8uhlleqoentlr acqulrrd P"JPf'rty pJared on R'ICOTd witt'-rot 
paying the entire tAx on the wtw,le amount or bondtl iMllet'l.-P..conom, Pawn 
Co. v. Daskam. la M. fO!; Steel and TuDe Co. or America .... Bd. of State Tax 
CoDl8., fU M. 59 .. 

Wbeu r~ Sec. 6. (4273) The owner of any mortgage which is noW', 
:,rd~":::::~' or which may be recorded before tbis act takes etrect, may 

present to the connty treasurer of the couuty in wbieh said 
property is situated au aftida\'it setting forth the mortgage 
and the place of record thereof and the amount of principal 
secured thereby wbich is unpaid, aod may pay a like tax of 
one-balf of one per cent upon soch amouot, and thereafter 
said mortgage for tbe purpose of taxation is to be considered 
and treated tbe same as other mortgages ,.rovided for in 
this act. Said affida\'it sball be recorded in the office of the 
r<>gister of deeds and .ball be prima fade proof of the amonnt 
of tbe principal uupaid on said mortgage. 110rtgages given 
prior to January first, nineteen hundred t .... eh·e, and on which 
the r<>gistry tax provided for in this act shall not be paid, 
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necessary for such purpose, or the board may take the testi- . 
mony of the mortgagor or any other 'Person in relation 
thereto, and if any person whose testimony is desired can 

. be found within this State, may' require him by subpoena 
to attend before the board at a specified time and place for 
the purpose of testifying in relation to the values of such 
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property. When said Board of State Tax Commissioners NoU .. of 
shall have detel'mined the amount of tax due on said mort- g~~."l::rn"r of. 
gage, said board shall file notice in writing of such determin-
ation with the treasurer of the county in which the mortgage 
will first he presented for record and to the register of deeds 
01' recording officer of each county in which any part of the 
mortgng"d property in this State is situated, and said board 
shall forthwith s"rve notice of said determination in writing 
IIpon the mOl'tgagor and mortgagee in the manner herein-
hefore specified for serving notice of examination by snid 
Board of State Tax Commissioners and in form as herein-
after provided, and said mortgage upon which said tax is 
due shall not be received for record IIntii the tax determinpd 
IIpon by the Board of State Tax Commissioners, shall have 
h"en paid in full. The Board of State Tax Commissioners MRY adopt 

shall adopt rules to govern their procedure, and the manner rul ... 

of taking evidence in these matters, and may require certi-
fied statements to be furnished by the board of assessors or 
register of del'ds or recording officer of the respective counties 
in relation thereto .. The provisions of this section relating 
to the refusal of receiving a mortgage for record uutil the 
tax thereon has heen paid in full shall not apply to mort-
gages made in trust to secure payment of bonds or obliga-
tions issued or thereafter to be issued, when only a partial 
IIUlount of the indebtedness has been advanced thereon at 
the time of presentatiou for record. The aforesaid notice of Noll", 0' d. 

the dl"termination of the Board of State Tax Commissioners ;=1~~0 •. 
shllll be iu form as follows: 

To the mortgagor of the within described instrument: 
Take notice, That the tax upon the mortgage (deed of trust 

or other instl'ument) given under date of _. _ ... _ .. ___ • __ • _ 
by ........................ to ........................ . 
hus been determined by this board to be ••••••••••••••.•••• 
• • . • . . • . . . . • . • • • • • .• Said instrument will not be admitted 
to l'l't'ord in allY county in the State of Michigan nntil said 
tux shull have been paid and discharged. 

BOARD OF STATE TAX COliMISSiO~"ERs. 
By ............................. . 

. Secretary. 

Sar. r.. ('&!!i:!) Am. by Act 213 of I9:!1; Am. by Act 2£6_ 
of 19:!:1. III ~88t' of mor~_ made in trust to aec:ure pay. = la 

ult'nt of bonds or obligntiolls issued or to be issul'd tJiere-
after. if only a partial amount of the ind~btedn_ has beeD 
ad\'llUeed thereon at the time of presentation for record, BUcla 
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certificate required for the pnrpose of recording luch mort· 
gage in any other connty. 

Non>--Thh!l act provides for a 8pedftc lax upon mort.,rqftll rerorrled on or .ner 
January 1. Iun. SuC'h taxes may alllO he paid (at the option of the own", of 
such mortgnlt'e) on mortgages r(>('Orded prior to that date. Mort"R«elt upon Whlrh 
toxes are paid under the provhlions ot thl8 Ilrl are Dot .ubJrct to BMefIIment under 
flubdh'hilons 0 and 13 of tile general tax Jaw. 

Sec. 10. (4277) Am. by Act 213 of 1921. All credits npon 
which this act imposes a specific tax shall, when Inch taxes 
ha"e been fully paid, be exempt from fnrther general taxes 
nnder the laws of this State. All acts and parts of acts in 
contravention of the provisions of this act are hereby re
pealed. 

Where the nidence "IIOW8 that plnlntltr. a banklOIl IIrm, or co.partnll'flllhlp, had 
invested an amount of their cspltal stoc-k In mortaB~ew and land contr/ldJt. upon 
which the speclftc tax had been paid under the mO~Il .. e· tax Ill .... no atidUloolI1 
tAx eould be imposed under the ,eneral tal: law.-Bank of Tu.tin of J. M. Perry 
&. Co. VII. Townswp ot Burdell. 1841 M. 111. 

ACT SO. 18. OF 1111. AS AM. ACT 11. 1')1 .• 

Sec. 1. (4278) In all cases where negotiable bonds are 
secured by a mortgage upon or trust deed of real or per
sonal property, executed to a trustee for the beneftt of the 
holders of the bonds mentioned, which mortgage or trust 
deed was recorded in Michigan prior to Jannary ftrst, nine· 
teen hundred twelve, the holder of any bond or bonda thnll 
secured may pay a specillc tax of one·half of one per' cent 
npon the principal mentioned in snch bond as hereinafter 
provided. 

Sec. 2. (4279) Am. Act 27 of 1917. The person desiring 
to pay snch speciftc tax may present any bond as above 
described to the connty treasnrer of any connty in which 
he resides or in which he may be, and pay to snch connty 
treasnrer the tax of one·half of one per cent of the principal 
snm thereof, and the treasnrer shall endorse UpOD snch bond 
a certificate signed by him that wch tax, stating the amount 
thereof and the date of payment, has been paid. 

Sec. 3. ( 4280) The connty treaJ!nrer shall keep a aeparate 
acconnt of said specifte taxes paid to him and a record of 
the bonds on which the same are paid, and shall on the lint 
day of each month transmit to the State TreaJ!tll'er one·halt 
of the moneys in his possession belonging to that account, 
and the connty treasurer shall credit to the general fnnd 
of the connty the specific taxes collected by him as aforesaid. 
Tb'e State Treasnrer shall place the Bame to the credit of the 
general fnnd to be nsed for general state purposes. 

Sec. 4. (!!!s1) The bond on which web apeciftc tax lhall 
have been paid as above provided shall forever thereafter be 
exempt from further general taxes under the lawl of thil 
State, in the hands of whomsoever may hold the same. 

ThIs ad: proridet tor the p8TJDmt of a II!Pedfte laS' 011 -.ntIabie bondI Mtm"ed 
by mortc:u:-e or lr'uft deed WMre IIOCb ~ or lTIIIIt dud ..... recorded ... 
thiJl 8late prior to January I. III!. , 

The penoo desiriq to pay sudJ US'8 mUllt prcsomt the bond to the eoanty 
~r. and the couotJ treamftl' mUlil ndune OIl tbe bond the pa,-ment of the 
tas.. 
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~hall remain under the present ad valorem system of taxa· 
tion and shall he assessed and taxed undE!r the present law. 

Tax",. on 8 Innd contract executed before the taking etT'ect of the mortgage tas. 
Inw of nlnt"tH"n bundred eleven. but not recorded prior to January ftrst. nineteen 
hundrl'd twelvo. nro to be computed on the' amount appearing to be due on the 
tnt'O of IBid rontrad and Dot on the omount 8('tunlly due as shown by an 
nmdavlt Qnnend to lold rontract.-Bowen v. Moeller. 171 M. 5'7. 

ail 

Sec. 7. (4274) The county treasurer shall keep a separate spec,;' 
account of said specific taxes collected hy him and shall on ~i.d'7h.r. 
the first day of each month, transmit to the State Treasurer 
one·half of the moneys in his possession belonging to that 
account, and the county treasurer shall credit to the general 
fund of the connty the specific taxes collected. by him as 
aforesaid. The State Treasurer shall place the same to the 
credit of the general fund, to be used for general State pur· 
poses. 

Sec. 8. (4275) ·No mortgage or land contract, which is c.:.ntraet. 
8ubject to the tax imposed by this act shall he released, ;:"::d.";t<. 
l'nforced, discharged of record or received in evidence in any 
action or proceeding at law or in equity, nor shall any assign· 
ment of or agreement extending any snch mortgage or land 
contract he record .. d until the tax imposed thereon by this 
act shall have been paid as in this act provided. No judg· 
meut or final order iu any action or proceeding at law or 
in equity shall be made for the foreclosure or enforcement of 
any such mortf{age or land contract, which is subject to the 
tux imposed by this act, or auy debt or obligation secured 
thereby. until the tax imposed by this act shall ha\'e been paid 
as provided in this art. The certificate of the county treasurer C.rtl ....... 
ill form n8 hereinarter provided, shall be prima facie evidence :=.uror. 
of the payment of tM tax. 

The certificnte aforesaid shall read as follows: 

State of Michignn, }as 
Couutyof ............... . 

I hereby certify that the tax due upon the mortgage gh'en 
by .................... , mortgagor to ••...•••..••.••...• 
mortt:o."e, covering the property therein d(>Seribed and 
reeorded ou pnt:e •..•.......• of !iber .....•..•... in the 
ret:is .... r of d, ... >d·s omce for the county of .••.••.•........•• 
State of Mit-bigRn, baa beeu paid in full. 

·····························f· . ('Ollllty treasurer for •••.•.••••••.• couaty, Michigan. 

&>to. 9. ( 4!!i6) Wbl're a mort!!~'e covers property in more ....... _ 
tltau olle COllllty in this State, the tax herein providl'd shall :.=. t;...-
be paid in the county "'hl'le the BOme is first presented for -"y. 
re<'Oro Rnd no tax sltllll be imposed or additional treasurer's 
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Sec. 5. ( 4286) All acts or parts of acts in con tra ven tion 
of the provisions of this act are hereby repealed. 

This act provide!! for the payment or a q,edfte tax on any bond. note or debt 
sccured by a mortgace on rcal property recorded In an, ltate or country other 
than Michigan and not recorded In this alatc. 

The penon desirinA' to pay the tax must pr("!WInt the bond or note to the count, 
~::~u~~ri:h:nt!x~he county treasurer m~ endorse on the bond OJ" note the p8)'" 

ACT 80 OF UI1. 

Private for- Sec. 1. Upon any tract of land not exceeding one hundred 
IT:n~:",erva. sixty acres, where at least one·half is improved and devoted 

to agricultural purposes in this State, there may be selected 
by the owner or owners thereof, as a private forest reserva· 
tion, a portion thereof not exceeding one·fourth of the total 
area of said tract, upon filing with the treasurer of. the 
county in which it is located a description of such forest 

When subject 
to act. 

Idem. 

reservation as is hereinafter provided. 
Sec. 2. If any land owner shall plant not less than twelve 

hundred trees on each acre of selected private forest reserva· 
tion, then it shall become suhject to this act as herein pro
vided. 

Sec. 3. Upon any tract selected as a private forest reser· 
vation which is partially stocked with forest trees, the owner 
may plant a sufficient number of forest trees to assure a 
spacing of approximately six hy six feet on the open areas, 
when the same shall become subject to this act as in section 
two. 

Cattle. etc.. Sec. 4. No land ownpr shall receh·e the benefit of this act 
;~~r:,a.ipoD. who shall permit cattle, horses, sheep, hogs or goats to 

pasture upon such reser.-ation until at least ninety per cent 
of· the trees are two inches in diameter, and then only under 
such rules and regulatious as may be made by the State 

How main
tained. 

Board of Agrictlltnre. 
Sec. 5_ The forest reservation shall at all times be kept 

fully stocked \'lith forest trees under wch rules an~ regula
tions as may be made from time to time by the State Board 
of Agriculture, and shall at all times be maintained as a 
woodlot. 

Sec. 6. Whenever any trees are removed from such private 
forest reservation, prmision shall be made for complete re
stocking .... ith forest trees under such rules and regulations 
as may be made by the i;tate Board of Agriculture. 

What co.. Sec. 7. The varieties of ash, hemlock, beech, maple, pine, 
:::~or- oak, hickory, bass .. -ood, elm, locust, .... alnut, butternut, irou

.... ood, cedar, larch, tuliptree, mulberry, osage orange, sassa
fras, catalpa and wch other trees as the State Board of 
Agricnlture may recommend shall be considered forest trees 
within the meaning of this act. 

ReeonI or Sec. 8. It shall be the duty of the treasurer of each county 
....... 110... to keep a record of all private forest reservations within such 

county as the same may be selected by the owner or O1f1Iera 
thereof under this act; and said treasurer shall, on or before 
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ACT US OF UUB, AS AM. BY ACT 178 OF .117. 

Sec. 1. (4282) The words "secured debts" as used in this ~~~r.edwbat 
act shall include: to In.lad •• 

(1) Any bond, note or debt secured by mortgage or real 
property recorded in any state or county other than Michi· 
gan, and not recorded in the State of Michigan. 

(2) Any and all bonds, notes or written or printed obli· 
gations, parts of a series of similar bonds, notes or obliga· 
tions, the payment of which is secured by a mortgage or deed 
of trust of real or personal property, or both, which mort· 
gage or deed of trust is recorded in some place outside of 
the State of Michigan and not recorded in the State of 
Michigan. 

(3) Any and all bonds, netes or written or printed obli· 
gations, forming part of a series of similar bonds, notes or 
obligations, ~hich Are secured by a deposit of any valuable 
securities, as collateral security for the payment of such 
bonds, notes or obligations, under a deed of trust or collateral 
agreement held by a trustee. The term "secured debts" as 
used in tWs act shall not include securities held as collateral 
to secure the payment of bonds taxable under this act. 

Sec. 2. (!l283) Am. Act 17'J of 1917. Any person may s.,... .. t .. . 
take or send to the oftlce of the treasurer of the county where amount .. ... 

he resides, any secured debt as defined in section one of this 
act, or any bond or other obligation issued by any foreign 
country or by any state, county, township, city, village, 
school district, or good roads district or other governmental 
subdivision outside of this state and may pay to the county 
a tax of one-half per centum on the face value thereof and 
the treasurer shall thereupon endorse upon said secured debt 
or munidpal bond a certificate that such tax, stating the 
amount thereof, has been paid and the date of such pay. 
ml'nt and certifying that the same is ext'mpt from taxation, 
which endorsement shall be duly signed and dated by the 
treasurt'r or his duly authorized representative. The treas· 
urt'r shall keep a record of such t'ndorsements with a descrip· 
lion of such secured debt or mUnicipal bond, together with 
the name and addrt'SB of the person presenting same and 
the dl\le of registration. 

&>C. 3. (42$.1) The county treasurer shall keep a separate Duty 01 

accouut of said specific taxea collected by him, and shall on =... 
the first dl\y of each mOllth, transmit to the State Treasurer . 
one-half of the money in his possession belongiug to that 
account, and the county treasurer shall credit to the general 
fund of the county, the BllCCilic taxes collected by him as 
afort'saitl. The State Trt'asurer shall place the same to the 
credit of the gent'ral fund, to be IlSt'd for general state pur-
poses. Sec." (..&285) Secured debts upon which said specific _ "
tax shall be paid. shall be en>mpt from further general taxes - ..... 
UDder the 18\\'8 of this State. 
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Payment of 
state tax to 
counties. 

F.xpended OD 
trunk line 
hilfbways. 

Proviso. 

Duty of 
rommi.toD. 

SeniOR 
r ...... 1ed. 

GENERAL TAX LAW 

su;h appraised valuation; and, on his refusal or neglect to 
. make such payment, the tax collector shall levy upon luch 

timber for collection in such fee in the manner provided by 
law for the collection of personal taxes. 

Sec. 12. All acts or parts ot acts inconsistent with the 
provisions of this act are hereby repealed. 

N01'I'!:.--Thf" act provides for pnvate form nMl'VU and the esemptlon of Mme 
from taxation. 

ACT III OF li17. 

Sec. 1. On the first day of December, nineteen hundred 
seventeen, and on the first day of December in each and 
every year thereafter, there shall be paid in to the treasury 
of each county in this State in which may he located any 
State tax homestead or State swamp lands under the con· 
trol and supervision of the Public Domain Commisl<ion, a 
tax of five cents per acre, or major portion thereof, of all 
such lands as shall belong to the State on the first day of 
December in each year, which tax shall be in lieu of all 
other taxes now levied against BUch State land under any 
existinll' law. The money so received by any county 8hall be 
placed in the general fund and shall be expended under thp 
supervision of the board of superviflOrB of such county upou 
the trunk line highways within such couuty in the manner 
prescribed by law and in accordance with the suggestions of 
the State Highway Commi88ioner: Provided, however, That 
if no BUch trunk line highways are estahlished withiu the 
county in which such State tax homestead or State swamp 
lauds are located, then the tax provided by this act shall he 
expended upon the highways of BUch coun.ty under the BUper· 
vision of the hoard of superviflOrB and in accordance with the 
suggestion of the State Highway Commissioner. 

Sec. 2. The Public Domain Commi88ion shall enter upon 
their records against each description of said lands the 
amounts provided hy this act and shall certify the same to 
the Auditor General, .. ·ho shall draw his warrant on the 
State Treasurer therefor, to be paid out of any moneys in 
the general fund not otherwise appropriated. Such amounts 
shall he forwarded hv the Public Domain Commission to the 
county treasurerB. -

Sec. 3. Section fifty·fi ... e of act number fifty·nine of the 
Public Acts of nineteen hundred fifteen, entitled "An act to 
provide for the cOnstruction and improvement of highways, 
to borrow money therefor, and the 8.I!8e8I!D1ent and coIlection 
of taxes for the construction thereof, and to limit the BUms 
of money to be paid by counties for highway purposes," is 
hereby repealed. 

SOft.-Thl. ad pJ"O"rida f. the payment by' the .. te at • tas of .... I!' emb an 
aae opoo state laDdI tD the t'UOJrty lTeuurer of the COOIItr ID _tdcb the aa.... 
aft located to be used far tnwk Ii. hipwaTL 
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the first Monday in April in each year, ~tify to the super
visor or 88sessor of each township a description of the 
selected private forest l'eservations therein, and the name of 
the owner or owners thereof. 

Sec. 9. It shall be the duty of the supervisor or assessor Idem. 
iu each township to keep a record of all private forest reser- \ 
vations within his township as certified to him by the treas-
urer of said couuty, and he shall require the owner or his 
ngent to subscribe under oath the extent and description of 
the land selected as primte forest reservation and that the 
number of trees is as required by this act and that he will 
maintain the some according to the intent of this act. 

Sec. 10.· The said Board of Agriculture shall also prescribe Appllo .. lo. 
the form of application and contract to be filed with the .foom of. 

troosurer of the county wherein such application shall be 
made, and form of notice by treasurer to supenisor or other 
aSBeSBing officer. 

Sec. 11. It shall be the duty of the supervisor or assessor Su.,. ... loor. 
to personally eXSUline the various private resel'\'ations when :::;i'n~ u
tbe real estate is assessed for taxation, and to note upon his 
return, the condition of the trees, and tbat same are properly 
planted and continuously cared for, in order that the intent 
of this act mny be complied witb. If the said private reser-
vation is properly planted and continuously cared' for in 
accordance with the provisions of this act, such part of its 
value 08 i8 0"1'1' Bnd abon' 01\1' dolll1r pl'r acre shall be ('xempt 
from all taxation: l'rovidl'd, "'hen auy ownl'r of a forest .......... 
reservatiou prO\'ided for in this act shall dPSire to cut and 
hlU'vest trePS in IIHid reser"ation, except for firewood or build-
ing matl'rial for the doml'8tic use of said ownpr or his tenant, 
he shall notify the tax ass.'SSor of his district of his said 
intention and after such trl'l'S are cut. and bl'fore their re-
moval from tbe land, the oWl\er shall make an accurate 
measurement or count of nil the tret's cut, and file with the 
assessor • true and accurate return of such measurement or 
count and of the variety and value of the tret'S so cut. The 
a_or shall forthwith assl'l'S the stumpage value of the 
timbt>r 80 cut and shall issue a license to remO\'e said timber, 
which license shall be in effect upon payment to the collector 
of ta.'<l'8 of the distrid of a fee of 11-I'e per cent of such 
appraiso.>d valuation. The RSSt'S8or shall notify the clerk and 
the tax collector of his district of the issnance of such license. 
If any such timbt>r is rt'moved .. rithout payment of such 
license fl'<1', it shall be the duty of the tax collector to Ie"" 
upon such timbt>r for collection of such license fl'e in the 
manner pro"idt>d by law for collection of personal tues. If 
the o",·n ... r of any such forest res.-rntion dPSirl'8 at any time 
to withdraw his land from such clas:sific:-ation, or fails to 
COUlI,ly with the provisions of this act. the tax assessor of 
his distri..t shall estimate the cash value of the timber on 
the stump and the owner shall pay a fee of five per tent of 
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tilrough. the original or government title to set aside, vacate 
or annul the said deed or the title derived thereunder: Pro
vided, That as to all lands heretofore deeded to the state 
under the provisions of said section one hundred twenty-seven 
of said act two hundred six of the public acts of eighteen 
hundred ninety-three, the title of the state thereto shall be 
deemed to be absolute and complete after a period of six 
months from the taking effect of this act, and no suit or 
proceeding shall thereafter be instituted by any person claim
ing through the original or government title to set aside, 
vacate or annul said deed or deeds or the title derived there
under_ 

TbIB flection Is conRtitutional and valid In limiting the time to .1. monthll In 
which to institute pr()('ccdinll:'& to vacate or annul any tax hnm"tend df'f'd.
J1euthlen v. Dillon. 160 M. 896; Chido v. William". litO M. 807; Darrow v. ,MInne
apolis. St. Paul and Sault Ste. Marie R. R. Co .• IH8 M. /JOt. 

9Mt£eK~Q. 
8003-04 
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ACT NO. III OJ' un. 

. Sec. 1. The public domain commission is hereby authorized Prima'l 

lind empowered to sell and dispose of any primary school, :"~!.I:"O~: 
swainp, .. tax homestead or other lands held by the state sub· for rigbt of 
j~ct to· the control of the said lluhlic domain commission, way. 

in pieres or parcels of less than a legal subdivision, to any 
telephone, telegraph, transmission or power company or cor· 
poration, for a right of way over and across any such lands, 
and the board of agriculture is also hereby authorized to 
sell or dispose of any agricultural college lands not included 
within the forest reserve in the counties of Alcona and losco, 
in pieces or parcels of less than a le~al subdivision, to any 
telephone, telegraph, transmission or power company for a 
right of way over and across any such agricultural college 
lands. Any of such lands shall not he Bold or disposed of MInImum 
for any right of way for ll'ss than twice the appraised value sale pri .... 

per acre of such landsat the time of the withdrawal of such 
lands from sale. 

N'OTIt.-The art proVlctM tor the IIOle by the Pllbll~ Domain Commission or the 
nonrd of A.rlt'ultunt of the rl .. bt ot waF aerna alate landa to telephone. telepapb., 
(lOwer and railroad C!OI1'Ipanlea. 

ACT NO. " OF ••••. 

Section 1. The auditor general is. hereby anthorized to c.rtai. 
cancel tbe taxes of the years eighteen hundred eighty·llve and ::-.:ued. 
eigbteen hundred eighty-six upon all descriptions of land on 
which tbe taxcs remain unpaid as shown by the records in 
his oruce. Such cancellation when made shall operate to ex· 
tinguish tbe lien of the state and any municipality thereof 
for the tOXI'S of su~h years. Upon the cancellation of the 
amount of such tax, the state, county, township, city or 
village sball stand the loss of their portion of such tax. 

Sec. 1. (4160) All deeds heretofore or hereafter made c. ....... d_ 
upon sale of land reserved aud withheld from entry under ~:::':'''''''; 
tbe homest .. ad right in pursuance of section one hundred bile. 

tbirty-one of act two hundred six of the public acta of 
.. Ight .... n hundred ninety·three, and acts amendatory thereto 
shall he prima facie evidence of title in fee in the grantee 
named in such deeds of the land described therein. 

Sec. 1. (iI61) After the expiration of six months from ....... ..
and after the time , .. hen any deed made to the state under :!:.:::.-"' 
the provisions of section one hundred twenty-een'D of act 
two hundred six of the public acts of eighteen hundred ninety· 
three. being the general tax law, and acts amendatory 
thl'rI'to. shall h8\"1l ileEon recordl'd in the offire of the I'l'¢ster 
of deeds for the county in which the land so deeded shall be 
situatl'd, the title of the state in and to the same shall be 
dl!t'ml'd to be absolute and complete, and no snit or proceed-
ing shall thl'l'Mlter be instituted hT anT persoD c1aimin& 
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Act Year Page 
Armories exempt from taxation . ..................... 
Bond tax, municipal 60ndo IBBued In Mlcblgan exempt 

84 1909 299 

from taxation .................................... 88 1909 300 
Bond tax. municipal bonda issued outside of Michigan 173 1917 313 
Bond tax, 18cured by mortgages recorded In Michigan 27 1917 312 
Bond taz. secured by mortgages recorded outside of 

Mlcblgan ......................... ~ .............. 173 1917 313 

Cancellation of taxes on plata vacated by Legislature 128 1913 299 
Cancellation 01 taxee 01 1885 and 1886 ..•..•....•••... 74 1923 317 
ExempUon from taxation of cutover lands .......... 208 1913 300 
Mineral Reservatton Assessments .................. 61 1911 302 
Mineral Reservation Assessments (law repealed) .... 119 1916 306 
"Mortgage Tax ..................................... 91 1911 S06 

Payment by the State 01 taz on State land ......... 116 1917 316 
Private forest resensa exempt from taxation ........ 86 1917 314 
Sale or State lands by Public Domain Commission ...• 133 1917 317 
State tax land purcbaaod by owner .................. U5 1918 300 
Steamship tonnage tax ............................. 70 1911 301 

VIllage tax. return of ............................... 140 1916 !9t 
• Anl. by Act ~lS of 1921 and :.lf8 of 1923. 
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