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Report of the 

Indian 'Commercial Congress. 
The first session of the Indian Commercial Congress was held in the Town Hall (Bombay), on Sundey, 

the 26th December 1915, when the Hon. Mr.' Dinahaw Edulji Wacha, as Chairman of the Reception Com­
mittee, opened the busineee of the dey with the following address:-

Brother-Delegates, ladies and gentlemen, on behalf of the Reception Committee of this Commercial 
o,n/-,,,,,,,,, I accord yon a cordial welcome at this firet session of the Commercial Congress. The Congress takes 
illl birth to-dey in this histoncal HalL 1111 parent institution took illl birth in another place-also of historical 
reminiscences, thirty yeare a"ao. That parent has undergone many vicissitudes of fortune. During these thirty 
yeare it has maintained illl manhood and this day it is full of strength and \;"aour, and I have no hesitation in 
""ying thAt its power of in8uence has done good to this land. I confidently hope that illllittle babe, which is 
born to-day, ~ll eoon grow under the care of the business-like and experie"ced nnrees as robu.'lt as ita parent. 
(Hear, hear.) I also hope that when the time comes we shall also see it exercising a beneficent .in8uence 
for the good of this country, and lead to the materiaJ prosperity of this country. Having said eo much, ladies 
and gen~emen, allow me to l18y that disabled as I am temporarily owing to failing eye-sight I shall now ask 
}ny young hopeful to read to you my address. (Cheere.) I crave your indulgeuce that you will listen to him 
lIB you would have listened to me. (:Yr. K. D. Wacha then read the address as follows.):-

Speech of Mr. D. E. WACHA as Chairman of the 
Reception Committee of the First Indian Commercial 
Congress held at Bombay on the 26tP December· 1 915. 

BOOl·IIER D&LEGATBS, kDlllS A."D GE."TLEYSlI, 

Ou behalf of the Reception C<>mmittee of the Firet InJian Commercial Congress, let rue bid you a cordial 
W.ICOID" in this gt'6at city, the panoramic beauty of which you will greaUy apprecialll by perusing a most 
entertaining book reeently published call",1 the" Charm of Bombsy," written by :Yr. R. P. Karkaria, an in­
(M8ti~We stu,lent of our local history an,i research. To me it is a source of the highest grati6cation to 

l"'rticipate in the proceedings of U.is day, which recaJls to my memory the auspicious founding, jnst thirty 
Y""" ago, of that gt'Mt parent of all national organisations, .·iz., the Indian National Congress. (Cheers.) Little· 
,lid WQ anticipate in the Christmas of 1S8S, when 72 representatives of all India ruet together in the historie 
l.aJl of higher learning in Sanskrit pro\;ded by a philanthropic Hindu eitu.en. GokaJdas Tejpal (Hear, '-r), 
tha\ its spirit would permeate in a variety of ways in the Isnd and be the happy instrument of moulding and 
weMing other acth;ties in a CODO!ntrated form for the greater good of the people. To-day, I am pleesed 
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to say, we are all assembled in another historic hall, older "in every way and richer with many traditions, alB(; 
for a national purpose but ofa different character. This Town Hall, built well nigh a century ago, is replete 
with many memories and many re~iniscences. I have been here from the days of my youth upwards on 
occasions When either the voice of learning or art or science was heard or when its ceiling reverberated with the 
thunders of local orators demanding Lheir first charter of Municipal Government, or when statesmen of great 
liberality and breadth of mind like Sir Bartle Frere gave those polished and cnltured addresses to the earliest 
oonvOcations of our local University. Agnin, it is in this very hall that I had heard the voice of that most dis­
tinguished and intrepid traveller, Dr. Livingstone, when returning fro~ his ~anderings of many years in the 
wilds of Central Africa. LaStly, how often our citizens have heard in. this identical hall the brilliant Bnd 
sagacious ntterances of that sterling patriot who, alas, has only recently, been gathered to the majority! The 
voice of Sir Pherozeshah Melita (Cheers) is hnshed for ever, but I am qnite sure, you will all agree with me, 
that the memory of that premier leader of Indian thought will be cherished for many a generation to come. 
And nowhere else than in this great historic hall was he heard at his brightest arid best on occasions of the 
highest import to the land. " 

Let us hope that this Commercial Congress, which finds its nativity in this city to-dayand which owes· 
its initiation to onr well-known and esteemed citizen and merchant, the Hon'ble Sir Fazulbhoy Currimbhoy, 
(Cheers.), will reach the age of adolescence and be as fruitful of many an activity in the field of Indian Com­
merce as its parent institution, that·" great unconventional convention," has been in that of politics. We have 
now among us provincial conferences, social and religious conferences, industrial and edncational conferences, 
besides some brotherhoods and leagues, of which the latest snd the most sturdy is the one which is-also to have 

"its sittings in this city, I mean the league of our Muhammadan brothers and friends. (Cheers.) But midst the 
profusion of these deliberative assemblies there was a crying want for dne"to ventilate matters affecting Indian" 
commercial interests. That desideratum will, it is to be hoped, be well supplied by this Commercial Congress 
·which comes to-day into existence. It is a new born infant only, but I am of great hope that, nurtured and 
bronght up by men of great co~mercial instinct and sagacity, it will soon assert its strength and be.a power 
and influence for good in the land. 

You are, of course, fully conversant with the history of the rise and growth of India's foreign trade 
since the "establishment and consolidation oJ the British Empire in India, specially of the great strides which 
Indian trade has taken within the last fifty years, say from the opening of the Suez Canal and the era of Steam 
Navigation in the world. But it would be extremely erroneons to suppose that there was no such thing as 
international commerce or exchange of commercial products between India and the other countries in the world 
prior to the date of British rule. What we now call the ~odern international trade is not a plant of yesteI:day. 
Eminent economists have long since demonstrated that the root of such trade might be traced to inter-tribel 
exchanges and noticed from the most primitive times. Such inter-tribal exchanges existed to the fullest extent 
in this country centuries ago. So, too, international trade of a rudime;'tary character. History informs DB on 
the authority of great historians and travellers who 1l0uriHhed more than 3,000 yeal'll I\gO of the trade which India 
carried on on the one hand with Arabia, Persia, Asia Minor, Syria, Egypt and even distant Greece and Bome, 
and on the other with Java, Borneo, China and Japan. Baragyza or modern Broach, as yon ars aware, was 
the greatest entre-pot of Indian international ~ommerce from historic times till the advent of the Venetians in 

• the twelfth century. 

Just 88 the Bombay of to-day is the great emporium of commerce between the East and the West, B(; 
was ancient Broach. The ancient trade was indeed considerable having regard to the fact that the world of 
commeree was young. At the commencoment of the Christian era the balanee of trade in favour of this country 
with Rome alone amounted to well nigh a million sterling. 
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It is SUperfluous in this place to recall what is !!Bid about India's trade in the faithful pages o( the un~ 
known author of tile" Periplus of the Erythrean Sea" 80 well ampli6ed later on hyHippalus who had person­
ally heen to India at the very beginniug of the Christian era. Neither is it necessary in this place to recall 
the fact of the excellent aud inter-provincial trade which existed iIi the country iteelf. All the products for 
exchange beyond the seas came by way of land or river to Broach or to Calicut. That land t~ade also, as is­
well known, was carried on in the Gangetic plain by means of thousands of little river craft, many of which the 
Great Alexander himself had got constructed when crossing the Indus from Peshawar to Karachi. And' that 
able Bengalee scholar' Mr. R. Mukerjee, baa in his accurate and interesting history of Indian Maritime Activity 
in early times amply related facts which are evidence of no' mean commercial spirit that prevailed among' 
Iudians, at least 2,500 years ago. Mo"reover, the neglected caravan routes from Eastern China and Tibet to the 
confines of Peshawar and thence to Persia and Mesopotamia 'are evidence of the great activity of Indi,m land 
trauo beyond our Frontiel'l!. 

But whatever the commerce of India in ancieflt times and even during the middie ages it could bear no' 
manner of comparision with what the country baa been accustomed to during the last half a century. No. 
doubt since the advent of the British in India foreign trade baa advanced steadily. That advance was exceed­
illgly slow at 61'st and more or less monopolised by the East India Company till it was deprived of its trad­
ing monopoly in 1833. The merchant men of those days were ~f course Iiigh protectionists. India. till the 
advent of these protectionists, was quite innocent of protective or any other tarift: She only traded on natural 
lines. She supplied to other countri~ such articles of lUXUry and comfort as they could not produce or pro­
duce only at an excessive cost. On the other hand, she imported BUch articles &8 she required for 
her own wants and luxuries. Thus was established a basis of international trade which was in reality the d8'o 
velopment of the p;'imitive inter-tribal ~ne to which distinguished economists have referred. In reality it' was' 

. a free exchange of products. All this was altered hy the protectionists of the East India Company with the net 
result tI\Qt pro6table industries, sPecially that of calicoes, were killed inch by inch. And this parlous state of 
things continued to the great prejudice of India's ind UBtrial and commercial prosperity. But let us drOp a eur-

. tain over that century of economic. mischief. Let it be buried for ever. Impartial men of British commerce . 
to.day ha\'e deplored, as the Indians themselves, that' great injury in1Iicted on India by those exceedinj:ly eel-
6sh monopolists. Some embers of that old protective policy still seem to flicker 80 far as the IAricashire ex­
port trade to India in cotton fabrics is concerned. Take, for instance, tha excise ciuty on Indian manufactured 
goods which hAS heen imposed since 1895 by reason of the one-sided and interested 6seaI policy imposed on the 
Go\'Ornment at hom6 by lAncashire manufacturers. But India bas seen the dawn o( a better (Jay' in 
commercial and industrial prosperity since the last 6fty years, during which immense changes have taken place 
in the old-f8Shioned tratie of the world. The opening of the Suez Canal in November 1869 -accompanied by 
th~ grMt impetu.., still going on in steam navigation, bas wbolly revolutionised tile trade prior to that year. 
Next, tile immense expansion of railways in the West and the moderate extension of the II&ID8 in ~ country 
hsa also heen '·&.oUy contribut<lry to the de'-elopment of that new international trade to which I have just re­
f,'rrOO. These railways, especially in the United States;' bave given .... enormous encouragement to the growth 
of agricultural products first and manufactured afterwards in a degree which is unprecedented in the economic • 
history of the worM. Oth~r countries followed suit. Thus it is that Lmcaohire during the last 6fty years bas 
heen able to establish unrimlled supremacy in her piece-goods trade and the Midland CounQ&8 in their iron 
manufactures. Both th_ striking phenomena ha\"8 in a vast measure directed international trade into chan­
nols when>by e\'Il1'y ci\i!iseU country in the world bas been able to produce certain special commodities at the 
choop..>st price and &)11 them to other countries in order to exchan"ae those products which they ha,"8 in their 
tlU'n produced ch68p. It is Ulis broad economic fact of the last half a century which is at the root of that 
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immense international trade that we witness to-day, and to the extention of which there would be no Iill 
some years to come. ' 

This trade has again been helped by the phenomenal progress of science applied to industries. Th~ 
duction has thus been greatly supplemented and as science adVRIlces and devises new methods of produoti 
a variety of other commodities still unknown, the \vorld's inte rnational trade is destined to go fOrWBl'. ' 
leaps and bounds. These are the outward factors in the busines s economics of the world which are }'a 
their beneficent influenee on the international trade of India. That trade has not yet e-xperienced their \11 
effecte, w!tile our Indian men of commerce and industry have hitherto failed to grasp the fundamental pri\ 
pies underlying this colossal influence which is slowly cb anging the commercial destiny of this country fOJ,'· 

hetter. Whatever, therefore, may have been the mischievous effects of the selfish policy in Ii_I and Ol! 
mercial matters in· the past, I for one am rejoiced that all those external factors just l'eferred to which ba 
combined to make the international trade of the world w4at it is, are silently effecting the good of the coull 
There may be, as some of my critics might say, great optimism in this line of thought. But I am strOll 
of conviction from ·my study of the history oftbe world's international trade for the pa..t fifty years that· (}1 

rulers are on the whole following a policy, though not without some grievous mistake now and ag"in, whic~ 
certain to lead to the greater material prosperity of the land. (Cheers.) We should all try to realise here thl 
remarkable dictum of that great economist, Dudley North, given over two hundred years ago that .. The wru,l 
worlr;l as to trade is but as one nation or people, and therein nations are as persons." 

One of the important effects of this internati onal trade is the steddy emergence of the country from 
debtor to a creditor. You are all aware how the balance of trade has gone in favour of India for the last few 
years. No doubt, the. war conditions, whic h are temporary, bave arrested the exce>l8 of exports over import! 
Bnt those exports are bouud to resume their normality after the close of the present Etruggle. And here I nee~ 
not remind· you what an important part agricultural pro sperity must play in our country's commerce. Com! 
merce canuot exist without agricultural products which could be safely exported to foreign countries after wha. 
may be necess-;'ry for home consumption. So, too, with industries and manufactures. It is ,the combination "I 
these triple factors which educes commerce, that js to say, exchange of products of one country with another: 
(Cheers) It should, therefore, be the constant aim and object of this Commer:'ial Congress to stimulate the 
agricultural (including the 9reeding of live stock) and mineral prosperity of the land. That is to say, agricul­
ture should be so' extended and improved as to enable our hapless ryots to produce more at leo! cost so a9 to 
leave them a fair margin of profit. And in this connection I wish to I"y the weatest stre~ on the institution 
of Agricultural Banks on the lines of the Egyptinn Agricultural Bank with Much nlodifications as may be 
deemed essential. No doubt, the Government has with laudable zeal during the Ia..t decade paid 1,,''I'''llwr atten­
tion.to the improvement of agricult~re by a va~iety of means and have also spent a large .. wdUn.m of revenue 
in that behalf.· Yet much still remains to ~ accomplished and could be only accorupli"h~d by following . the 
example of the United States of America. That count./'y is a model one for purposes of agricultural improve-

, ment, and it IS superfluous to state here that the Government of India should by and by spend larger ami 181·/.(e1' 

sumS out of the all!lual revenue f~r the achievement of this great national object which really signifies the 
mMerial salvation of the country. Every l'upee spent on the extension and improvement of Agriculture must 
be deemed wholly reproductive. So far as to the duty of the State in Iudia! But more than the Staw privalAl 
enterprise ought to take upon itself R thorough organisation of agricultural Indu8try and 81,,""icultu'ral credit on 
sound lines suggested by the prosperity of agriculture in the United States. The Government, at the best, 
can only be an auxiliary. It is the people themseh'''!' on whom lies the grt"'t responsibility of promoting the 
country's material prosperity by the larger and larger efforts tbey m'ly put forth in the matwr of agricultuml 
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<>rgani!lStion and credit. It is also needful to point out the great utility of further exploiting the rich mineral 
resources of the country, au active impetus to which Sir Tholll8.S Bollaud 90 admirably gave when at the hea(1 
of the Geological Department.. In the near future mineralogy and metallurgy should greatly attract the atten­
tion of men of the great enterprise and courage of the late Mr. Tata (Cheers.) 1'he war hM made 118" all qnite 
alive to the variety of metallic ores which might be ntiliaed for purposes both of arts and peace in the great 

British Empire. 

Lastly, there may be immense progress in foreign and inland trade but that would not neces.'l&rily signify 
tbe prooperity of millions of cultivators. It is only when Indian agriculture is placed on a' 90und economic 
foot.ing which wouJ.! conduce to the prosperity of the ryot that the country itself could be" !lSid to grow in 
wealtb. The larger. therefore. the exports of agricultural and mineral products from tbe country, while leaving 
a fair margin of profit to the l-yOtB, the greater the halance of trade iu favour of the count'Y pari pa81£ with 
l'IUch a financi"l policy of the Govel'nment 88 would steadily lead to diminish sterling obligations abroad. Thi!3 
is the great gtJIll b be borne in mind by the Commercial Congress. 

Side by side, the incalcnlable advantage of commel'Cml education baaed on high scientific knowledge of 
a practical character in a valiety of directions should never be lost sight of. Commercial edncation Wll8 woe­
fnlly neglected in England till the vast strides made by the European Continent and tbe United States made 
ber alh'e to the importance and value of what Profe890r Asbley rightly calls .. Business Economics. n· (Cheers.} 
To liS in Bombay"it is a matter of 90me comfort that by dint of persever4nce we have been able to found a 
Conege of Commerce wbich will be in reality a teacbing Commercial University. but to attain this ultimate goal 
for which the College is fonnded, the State should come forward with a liberal purse to make the Institution a 
J'tlIllly gonuine teaching University as its enthusiastic Principal 90 earnestly yearns for. (Cheers.) Allahabad has 
t..ken a light stsp in tbe matter. Its University owes it to tbe economic statesmanship of its present distinguish­
ed Chancellor, no otl,er than Sir James M8.'!ton, the liberality witb which tbe higher commercial course· is to 

'be encoUl ... ged In the near future under the gnidance and direction of that able economist Professor Stanley 
Jevons. Calcutta haa followed suit aod we should all rejoice when O'1r own liberal-minded Governor gives the 
only College of Commel'C8 in this country 8ubstantial grants which 'would speed it on its onward progressive 
course. And let me conclude this part of my aubject with what was said ooly two years ago by a distinguished 
Yancheater 81lucationist in relation to English backwardness in CommerciaI education: .. We are coming into 
coml"'tition in [OI~il.'1l markets with men of far better educational equipment than oUl-.elves. wi&ir the result 
that the prizes [nil, Btl they always muat, to the lD8D of better intellect and trained capacity. They forget that 
ytl8r by year, tt .... le ill becoming more international and cosmopolitan. points of contact multiply, insular isola­
tion is merely" slow form of suicide. and ignorance of foreign langua.,oes, of foreigucustoms, coinages, mea­
surers. laws iN only a form of in80lar isolation.· It is to be boPed the Indian Government. as well as the great 
IllIli"n mercantile community. will 6rmly beer iu mind the observation just ~uoted. 

Let 118 Survey now the SaM of Commerce since tbe days of the opening of the Canal and the era of steam 
navigation and extend",1 1 ... i1waya! What giant stri:lea has Indm made since then in her imports and exports. 
Would it have been llOSSihl~ to annu"lIy export in larger and IRr~r qnantities millions of hundreolweigbts of 
rice a1l\1 wheat. of jute an.1 cotton. of tea IUld eeeds and other minor pr,1<lucts, but for the external factors re­
ferre'" to! 8imila1'ly. would it have been possible, the prosp<>rous existence ~lIy of well nigh 31)() cotton 
fsctori .... (0 jute mills, hnn ........ ls of tea gardens and so forth! If only onr rul8l'!l, who lore now amply alh'e to 
the abs"lute 1l\~ty of the economic progres. of the country in a \'81'iety of direetinn... in agricnlture, in in­
.\tlStri •• and in manufacturers. would beer in mind wbat the h .. lpl""" lnolia!1s haw been ur~ng on their alte 
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tion th_ese mllny years past, thnt the material prosperity of India should be based, with a singleness of purpose­
on what is the best in the interests of the people irrespective of the interest of 1111 other countries, the United 
Kingdom not excepted, I am sure that the progress during the next quarter of a oontury would be such as to 
gratify the millions of this country and make the Government proud ,of their magnificent economic achieve· 
ments. At the same time it i$ my earnest hope that Indians of euterprise and commeroo will devote 8peci6c 
attention to the incalculable advantages of possessing a· mercantile fleet of their own (Cheers,) As you all kuow 
the vast sea· borne trade of the country is carried on in foreign bottoms and thus a part of annual wealth by 
way of freight inward and ontward i8 carried away by foreign shipowners, Shi p·building is an art not Ull' 

known in India, and it is an histOrical fact that along with a large number of warships for the Britibh N'lvy, 
during the latter part of the eighteenth and almost the whole of the nineteenth century, built in the Bombay 
Dockyards by those great Parsee ma<>ter builders, the Wadias, merchant vessels were also built of a most 
durable type, It is much to be wished that this art of ship-building was again revived on a 8ure ami 80lid 
foundation which may lead to the greater mercantile prosperity of the country amI be also in times of emer· 
gency a tower of strength to the Government itself, 

That is the goal to which this Commercial Congress should unceasingly aim at, The time is opportune 
and ripe, It may be postulated without contradiction that this terrible war, which we all fervently pray may 
end in the uitimate victory and trinmph_ of the Allies, (Cheers), has already presented to the world many' an 
economic phenomenon undreamt of in the philosophy of economists past and present, be they of the plrsuasion 
of protectionists or preferential tariffiste or free or fair traders. Their many dogmas and shibboleths may 
have to go to the inelting pot or to the crucible of truth in order that they might undergo an evolution in har· 
mony with the new facts disclosed, This Commercial Congress, therefore, takes its birth at a juncture in the 
history of the economic world when all its ability and strenllth and grasp of first principle ond practical busi, 
neas sagacity will be'essential to hy before the Government from time to time those larger and graver problem. 
fiscaC indllBtrial and commercial, which will demand patient consideration and wise solution. Let ,me ho~ 
that the active workers will rise eqll81 to the occasion, and direct their attention to fruitful channels which may 
redound to their credit and be prodnctive of the highest b.eneficence to the country, Meanwhile India cannot 
but express her warmest gratitude to Great Britain for her magnifioont Navy which has kept the wide sea. 
open to all neutrals for purposes of commerce. (CheerS.) But for that invaluable ser"ice w!)ich th .. t Great 
,\rmada, commanded by the gallani Admiral Sir John Jellicoe, far surpassing that which Queen Eli7J\heth put 
forth to v8~quish her enemies, has render'ed and i8 re)ldering to the peaceful world at large, we do not know 
how the foreign trade of this country might have suffered and how crippled might have been iIB great internal 
trade. (Bear, henr), Indians should bear ill mind with undying gratitude this great ..,rvice the British N .... y 
has been doing all th'ronghout this horrible war. With these words I once more hid yon, brother dolegate., a 
cordial welcome to this great city and request you to proceed with the election of your Pre.ident for the session 

-now open. (Loud applause). 

Lala Harkishan Lal (Punjab) moved the election of the 

President of the Congress in the following terms. 

Mr, Chairmnn, T'I,lies and gelltlemen, it is my prond pri~i1cge to ask you all to unanimously nomiuate 
your President. Geutlemen, you know U!at fur 'llonths past we huye ],e-en reading in Ilew'pap<:rs aUlI we I,a'e 
alway" been hearing that a 'Commerci"l Congress' was ill C'Jllc"'ptiun and that it wuu!'1 Lc Lvrn on the 2tJth of 
Deeember, 1!l15, (Hear, hear), ill this City of Bmnhar. As our wlll'ruble and re"l"'ct"d Chainlllln of the 
Recaption COlUllJittee (Ch"ers) hilS pointed out to )'0\1, the child th.t was cxpecte,l 111\. taken it. Lirth. 
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Hear, he~r.) That child is, in course of time, going to look after our commercial interests (Cheers.) ami to 
guide us into the best possible commercial developments. For a. child of tha.t kind, gentlemen, you waut a v~ry 
pract.ical and a. specially tactful nurse (Cheers), and that nurse, I think, you have. in the Hon. Sir Fazulbhoy 
Currimbhoy (Loud Cheers), who I propose, should be elected the first President of t.he Commercial Congress 
(Choors) Gentlemen, I need not tell you anything about Sir Fazulbhoy Currimbhoy; bec-luse, very likely you 
know moro about him than I do coming as I do from a distant part of t~c couutry. But I may be permitted. 
to remark that Sir Fazulbhoy Currimbhoy comes from II well-known commercial and industrial family of the 
Commercial Capital of India (He.ar, hear.) He is the managing head of a Vitat number of Spi-oning arid Weaving 
Mills (Hear, hear), and, I helieye, he has been doing a very largu trade with China and Jap:1n. (Cheers.) Sir 

. Fazulbhoy himself, besides· being a commercial expert of vast experience, is a member of the Imperial 
Legislative Council and knows all the technical parts of the trade and the leg,\l aspect~ofthe trade as well. (Cheers.) 
He comes from a family that has its fist not always closed. (Hear, hear.) I have no doubt that under his auspices· 
the CDmmercial Congress sittings will be successful, especially under .the guidance and leadership of a gontleman 
like the Hon. ]',fl'. Wacha (Hear, hear). Under the guidance of these two gentlemen, there is no doubt but 
that the Commercial Congross will he able to achieve all the great results that have been anticipated in his speech 
by the Hon. Mr. Wacha. (Cheers.) With these few remarks, ladies lind gentlemen, I ask you to elect the Hon. 
Sir Fi.zulbhoy Currimbhoy as the President of this Commercial Congress. (Loud applause.) 

Mr. Vidyasagar Pandya, Madras seconded the motion in the following terms : .. : 
Hon'ble Mr. Wacha, ladies and gentlemen, after the eloquent and, :1t the same time, powerful speech of 

La!:> Harkishan Lal, in proposing the nllme of the Hon. Sir Fazulbhoy Currimbhoy for the Presidentship of 
thEs Commercial Congress, it is not very necessary for me to make any lengthy remarks. I will, however, say 
this about (Jur President-eled. He b~longR to a Khoja family and is one of the trusted followers of His High­
ness the Aga Khan. He is a distinguished leader of the great Khoja community in Bombay. He is a poor 
man's friend and a patriotic gentleman. (Hear hear.) The Government of this country have honoured him by 
Knighting him. (Here, hear) As Vice-President of the Reception Committee of the Indian Sational Congress, 
he has been taking interest in all political matters (Hear, hear.). He-is a member of the Industral Committee 
lately appointed by the Bombay Government. He is a Joint-Secretary of the Bombay War Fund (CheeI'fl) 
and is a Director of the Bank of Bombay, Tam Iron & Steel Co., Ltd., The Bombay Central Co-operative 
Bank Ld. Besides, he is a Director of several Mills and Joint-Stock Oomp!lnies in Bombay. (Cheers.) He was 
the Chairman of the Bombay Mill-owners Association and the Chairman of the Bombay Municipal Corporation, and 
his work in the "orporation was highly spoken of by the late Sir Pherozshah M. Mehta. (Lond applauRe.) He 
is President of the Bombay Merchants' Chamber and Bnreau and has done very useful work in that capa.city 
(Hear, hear.) He is a large Mill-owner and a true captain of Industries. He has got a\iout.lO mills under his 
charge Bnd,oas one of the victinis of Excise Duty, I believe, his firm has been paying nearly five lakhs pet' annum 
towards that unjl1st t.!lx. As .!I representative of the Bombay Mahornedan commnuity he has done very useful 
work in the Bombay Legislative Council. In that Council and in t,he Imperial Legislative Council he has well 
represented the Indian commercial intere~ts. He has always taken active interest in the commercial matters. of 
the country. You are aware thltt llttely he entere'l a vehement protest aga.inst the exclusion of Indian interests 
from the Conference, which was held in connectio:l ~ Wheat aud Cotton at Delhi. (Ohe9r8.) He was at the 
bottom of the foundation of Conciliatory Boards to bring the HiuduA and ]',fahomedanstogether. Similarly, the 
birth of this Congress is also due to his earnest, an,! actiye work, and I think, he will be the best person to preside 
over aud guide the deliberations of this Congress. -(Cheers.) With those few words I ask- you. to unanimously 
elect the Hon. Sir Fazulbhoy CUITimbhoy as President of this Indian Commercial Congress. (Cheers.) 
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The Bon, M .. , Wacha: L~ies and gentlemen, now I have gl'eat plea.qure to put this resolution to Y'JU 
I am Sllre yon will carry it by acclamation, (Loud ch~rs.) 

The rs.qolution was carried by acclamation and the Hon, Sir Fazulbhoy Currimhhoy occupied the 
Presidential seat amid deafening cheers and delivered his addres.q a8 follows :-

Speech of the Hon'ble Sip Fazulbhoy Cuppimbhoy, 
Kt., at the 1st Session of the Indian Commepcial 

Congpess, Town Hall, 26th Decembep, 1915. 
Brother Delegates, 

I am most thankful to you all fm; appointiug me as President of the 1st &a.,iou of the Indian 
Commercial Congt"e"", though I feel that for mOre reasons than one you might have selected some one better 
qualified to preside over your deliberations. In the first place the idea of holding such a Congt"e'lS WIIH 

originally Sllggeste<J to the Committee of the Indian Merchants' Chamber by myself, I have contributed from 
the very beginning my humble quota to its fostering and development, and I did not like tbat I should be 
chosen to preside over this Session with the organi""tion of which I have heen so closely lIHSOCiated, In the 
8000nd place, I consider myself quite a junior in the world of trade and commerce wherein there are so mallY 
eminent men oflight and leading, I feel therefore diffident and am only supported in my work by the p...,..,nce 
of yon all here and by the belief that you will bear with my deficiencies and will help me to discharge 
my duties. 

The inanguration of a newall-India movement for the material advancement of our teeming milJiollM 
naturally tUl'1l8 our thoughts to Olll' great leaders, and we feel gt'ieved to realise that withiu the short sJl!Ice of 
less than twelve months we have lost two of the foremost among tham,-Sir PherOzeshah Mehta (Cheers) alld 
Mr, Gokhale. (Loud cheers.) It will be difficult to fill the void created by their deaths. Though each of them 
worked in a different sphere, though their professions were different fl'Om ours, we, the first members of this 
Congt"eSS, cannot bnt express our pl'Ofound SOl'l'OW at the 10&8 by daath of two such eminent and de"oted 
workers in the common cause of Jl!iBCefnl progress. Our sense of loss at this donble domestic calalDity is all the 
keener because we have experienced it in the middle of the most terrible war that has ever heen known, jU"t 
when the need of sage connsel fl'om experienced men is most' l"equired. Yet if we have heen be .... {t of their 
guidance when we have most required it, there is still much for which we have to be thankful 'i'he extention 
of our popular Viceroy, Loru Hardinge's (Cheers,) term of office has seCUl"e<i to U8 Cor the time wing a 
oontinuanoo of the wise and statesmanlike rule that we have been privileged to enjoy an;. for that boon w .. 

should he profoundly gt'atefu!. AJl!Irt from that the mel"e fact that we are to·d"y able to meet ill ",,,,,,,,Cui 
.ul'l'Oundinge "nd to inaugl1l'1lte this Congrees is remarkable evidence of the pli\',leges we enjoy Mllenth the 
British /lag. 'fhe invincible Xa\'y rules the seas, protects ollr shores, and keep" ol",n the hig~ .. ay. of tho 
wcrld for our commerce. 'l'hus when more than half the world ;,. at war we are ahle to go "hout OUl' daily 
busines.q ii. -peace and security, and are ahle to meet here to consider how we IJIlly inc."""" the conll",,,.,,; .. 1 
prosperity of this country so that it may become commensurate with the importance which i8 l"ightly attl"ihuu,1 
to India as a simior paliller ill the British Empit"e. 

'Ve meet then to.day ill unique circum.tances, and I think it may fairly) ... SOlid I.hut on)' gllth"rill;; i. 
unique iu the history of Indi", Here i. no recognition of racial distinctions bnt 11 nllifiCKtioll of "II 1'8Ct1! all,1 
interests on a commou platform, am! in this attempt to estehlisl. commercial IInit.y we may perlmpa di.CPI1I the 
P'"el"'l ... tion of India for ultimate political unity. Here we propo",,' to coIIsi(l"r 81101 t1i!;C1ISS our COllllJlun 
problenls nnd to I'eprest'llt Olll' COlJlmon griemnees to the one Xatiol\RI Go\·",·nment., liS W8 may fitly CHII th .. 
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-Government of His Majesty the King Emperor., 'Pte unifying in8uences' o! the British Government have long 
boon manir .. '!ted in this country and were first vividly seen in that great gathering which, as the Chairman of. 
the Recepticn • 'ommittee has just pointed out, was held here 30 yearll back. Our Congress then is the logical 
.Ievelopment of a system of Government that has helped ~raduaJly to bring all races and creeds together 
for the beneSt of India . 

. No one oon sp9ak before snch an assemblage as this without thinking of our country's commercial 
history, and I am ahnORt silenced when I contemplate the stupendous progl-es8 which Indian trade has made 
.luring the last few centuries and the marvellous changes which have been introduced in the ways and methods 
<If husiness a",1 finance. The task of comparing the different perio(}g and of tracing Indian commerce to its 
remotest past i. colosS!lI, made all-the more difficuU by the fact that no one has so far attempted it. What we 
knuw'about the early perioda, which also were bright and glorious for the country, we glean, only from a few 
hooks written by European historians. It is no mere legend bnt a historical fact that India was not an isolated 
"",} unch~lized unit in the community of nation. in the ancieut world. (Cheers.) She had a large foreign trade 
.\IId a well.equipped shipping which took her wares even to the most ~istaut regions then known. But large 
though that trade wo.s, it pales into insignificance when we compare it with figures in the trade reports of th~ 

present trOleS pnblished by the Government of India, and large though that shipping was, it must have been 
nothing to the huge tonnage which serves our ports at present. The one regrettable feature is that while, then 
the shiplling was ours, the present shipping is not our own; and just as we have lost the carrying trade so we 
-can ecarcely hope that Bombay will ever regain her fOrm'll' position as one of the groat ship-building centres of 
the world. 

What gJ-e&t strides the trade and cOUlmerce of India bave tak.lU during the lo.st tbree centul"ies, specially 
with Greet Britain, will be seen by some figures which 'I give here. All are familiar with the big blue 
.,ovOl-ed tomes giving statistics of the trade of India in modern times. It is interesting to note how the fore­
rUnnel" of these blue books was first issued in 1625. In tbat year, in pursuance of an orda' tlf the House of 
CoUlmons W/\8 first published an "Abetract of the Trade to the East Indies, both for exportation and importa­
tion, from the 25th March 1620 to the 25th March 1624." From this we learn the total amount of the esports 
for lhe period 1620 to 1623 was as folloW1l:-

Total exported £205,710 bnllion, £5S,806 gooJs, £264,516. 

1118 imports into England were 88 follows:-

1620 
1621 
1622 
1623 

£108,887 
.£ 94,464 
£389,500 
£582,593 

Iu 1680·81 the \"allle of exports from Gt-e&t Britain to In.lia was £3-l6,213. In 1710·11 Lhey were 
.c2oo,515 sterling, the export of bullion in that year being £375,405 and the imports iuto England from India 
!,,,jng £~9tl,532, sterling. In the year 1801-02 imports frc III foreil,'Il countries into Bombay amounted to 
Hs.72,31,977, while the exports of Indian produce and manufacture amonnted to &. 72,31«1 in the same year. 
\\lleu we take a leap of one CIIutury n'Qm 1801-1901 we ,find the foreigu commerce of India established in quite 
new eonditions and long since entered npon a brilliant an4 snccessful career. We fin.t the different ports of 
Bomooy, Calcutta and Kal'achi £u11y dewlupe,l BUll respon~ib!e foo' a total £orei!,'n tnl.le of crores of rupees. 
t he total illlPOl'ts being £50,0(10,000 and 'he total "xports being £75,;'().l,ooo. Coming to the present time we 
rind the Sl\lIIe progressive mo,",,'ment being kept up and Ute imports an.\ .. xports fur the ollicial y ...... <'noled \ao;t 
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March as follo~s:~Impor~ 14,493 Jakhs of rupees; exporl:8 18,~171 .. khs of rupees, tho totol being 32,7HI­
lakhs of rupees. Those, you must remember, are war time statistics and bear the inevitable imprelll! of war, 
though its effect is every month becoming less evident. 

, When oU,r trade with England began in the early 17th centw-y half a dozen small Slliling ships in a year 
provided ample freight for it. They gradually grew in number and size; steam Auperseded the old fasbion; 
and at the beginning of this century the number of ships entering and leaving Indian ports and their tonnag" 
were as follow9 :-

Entered Cleared 

No-.--~-;: ~~~ No. Tonnage. 
1900 ",(OS . 4,955,539 4,\18 4,669,778 

Side by side with the growth of. this foreign trade of India there has also been a growth of the inter­
provincial trade which we call the inland trade. We have not unfortunately got figures for this trade during 
the early part of the 19th and the 'Preceding centuries, but we have reason to believe that the high trunk 
roads, which connected one part of India with another and which were kept in good condition in the time of 
lIIogul Emperors, wit~essed a large amount of trade being carried by VanZl\ras and the like carriers of thOSt, 
days, who, with their horses and bullocks, traversed the conntry and foreign soils, connecting trade market.., 
being themseh'es the forerunners of steam and electrical traction which ha va narrowed down the world and 
created an int.ernutional market. 

The de,'elopment of both foreign and iuland trade is ~aturally connected with the growth of the agencies of 
modern c;'-ili7.ation, the Railways and the Post and Telegraph services. The first line of Railways was ·lai.1 
down in this country in the year 1853 since which we have progressed.., far as to have 35,285 miles of Rail­
ways fur the whole of India with a capital of Rs. 4,65,89,35 lakhs employed upon them and the Govel'ilmeut. 
of Inwa s!Jt'lldiilg something like Rs. 12 Cl'Ol'es annuaUy for them. The post alld telegmph services were in.­
tituted in the y.ear 1853·54 and 1851-52 respectively and we have got at· present 81, 593 miles of tele~,'raph 
line and 321,801 miles of wire and cable serving almost the whole of the country and 18,946 post office. cater­
ing to an e,'el' increasing demallil for the speedy can-ying of millions of letters alld packeis. 

In this bird's eye view of the Commercial progress of India, you ha "e seen the progress of both the foreib'll 
and inland trade and also the development of the Commercial Agencieo on which the growth of trade' depends. 
There is one more factor' which must be taken into consideration in this connection, allll that is the d.,·elop­
ment and perfection of the deli", .. te mechu.nism of credit, the ,-ary life aud soul of modern internatioual tradtt 
and commerce. It is no exaggeration to sny that India had one of the most highly devel0p"d systems of 
Banking and the Indian Shroff., and Salmkars ha\'e played a great part in financing agriculturists and mer­
chant.. ~e"ertheless modern commerce has required many modifications to be made in the old "f.tem and the 
system of modern lIiinking has been emlved to meet its requirements. Modern Banking in"tituti~ns wer. 
established to serve trade and commerce alld. we can only regret that we h..'·e not been able to make &8 much 
progress in'this directiun as is n""""'<8ry. We have got ill the first place the Presidency Banks aud the Foreib'IJ 
'Exchange Blinks, tht' progressi,.. c-"pital of which is an index to the growing needs of the country ior·iwrtitu· 
tioru; of this natur~. 

These institutions, howe,'er, are few aud fllr between and the wiser miuds h .. ve always foreseen that their 
affo;t" should"" supplemented by indigenous Banking institutions. When therefore the first Indian Bank 011 

a large scale was starred, it was hailed with feelings of warm welcome by all the leading merchants and puhli-
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ci~ts of U~e country. It was soon followed by others numbering in all aoout 60 concerns and it was naturally 
thought that one of the gl'eat hindrances iu the way of the development of Indian commerce had been removed 
through the estahlishment of these banking institutions. Unfortunately one after the other of these mushroom 
institutions came t(lttering to the ground involving in their ruin hundreds of thousands of people and giving 
such " bluw to the credit of the couutry as wm take years to repair. III all 57 banks disappeared with a 
capitlll of Ro. 4,10,90,000. So again we are brought to a condition of things when our trade and commerce 
11I\\'e 'pdncipally to depend on the Pl'esidency Banks and the foreign Exchange Banks for' all the f~ilities they 
I·equire. Is this not a deplorable state of things that. while the advanced countries of the West are findiug out 
new inRtruments of Cl'6,lit to facilitate trade and commerce. we have to- contemplate our Banking institutions 
reduood by a large nl}mber and our Blinking capitall-educed by a large amount. I pass from considel'ing hoW' 
our 'I,\'/,de and commerce have developed and the problems which we have to face as the result of that dev~lop­
ment. to a,king you to oonsidel; what function this Congress is to serve in the future. Of course first and 
fUl'6mo.,t w~ h8\'e to bear in mind that the Indian commercial community has to do what it can towards the 
\,;l-\'oruns pl'OllllCution of the wllr to a successful issue. lind it will be II matter of immense satisfaction to us if by 
anythillg we ,10 we can contribute to that glorious conslllomation. Snrely it is because we are full of. faith in 
the future oml the success of the Allies. that we. the l'6presentatives of Indian Commerce in Congress assembled. 
inaugul'llt" to-day the Associated Indian Chamber of Commerce. or a Federation of the Indian Chambers of 
Commerce. Without the t";umphant assertion of the right. and the destruction of Germllny (>nd her gospel 
or destruction. we can eHect nothing. The history of the movement that has led to this Congress must be 
well-known til you. In July. 1913. in a letter published in the Tim"" of Iwl·ia. I suggested the convention 
"f an Indian ('.ommereinl Congress. composed exclusively of members of the Indiau commercial commnnity. 
Th. idllll. a" I hllve explained on seveml occasions. WIIS not to emlloSculate or to impail' the usefuln~8S of the 
Illtlilln InduHtl-ial Conf"I~"'OIl. but in the interests of commerce to secure the co·oper .. tion of people who stood 
out. and. [u .. th .... to eMure a sepamte and vigorous ''6presentation of commercial interesll!. It is everyway 
desi .. nblo tim! ('.ommerce .hould h8'''' an independent agency for the consolidlltion. concentration and expression 
of it. "iews olltl for the ad\'ocacy of its cause. Indian Commerce has reached a stege when it sho"uld cease to 
he all nppelldago of lIny other institution. however cognate in nature and similar in object ';.nd purpose. .The 
"")!gostion ,lid not come too soon; liS is limply proved by the fact that it was enthusiastically taken up by the 
I'hli.n 1I1",~,III\IIt"' ChslUb ... lind Burllllu and fOlllld general acceptance among the Indian comwerci .. 1 commu­
uily. TlIIl 1'1."' .... too supported the idea. the Ti.nes of India leading with a weighty editorial. The co':"'spon­
,ll'lIoo 011 till' sll~i""('li"'l......J. a singulru: unanimity IImong comwercial people ill its favour; the Indian Indll!l­
trinl ('on£or"lIc"" in II special Resolution welcom ... 1 the prupoeal: and if we did not start the Congress last year. 
it WI':" ollly bl'ClIl\.."" of the abnormal couditions then pI""'lliling'oll 8CCOunt of til" war and because of the hope 
tllt'lI enlt'rtnilll,1 of "" ellrly oossatioll of hostilities. The war unfortunately continnes, but" the end is not in 
sighl.·· 1111,1 th"t, lUI,. indlll ..... 1 us to modify laRt )"001"0 conclusion. If we were to wait for the restoration of 
Pt''''''', the 1'1'01""",1 would h",.., to I., indefinitely postpone,\. That cour'" Wlluld IlIlve been prejudicial to our 
intl'l~"ts. lIS Ilt'CI"lll' cl",,,' t<l 1111 of w; ""pociolly aftel· the t.r"de collferenoos of this Yfl8l·. At both the Wbeat 
"",I Ih" «)tton C .. of""·IIet' tim Indiau cummercial cummunily wus complekly 'ignoret) by Go\'ernmont. Snch 
~"c1llsi"n of !<I1lI~ "f tho Illllian chamh,·n; from importallt discussions of matters relating to indian trade wonld 
haw t...,n iml""",ibll! 'WI" all the ehawrurs (~")"rnted on the lines '. f the propoeed Associ"kd Indian 
l'hamoo of r"mmerc.,. Rut t·he impelling ......... 'On for an early session of Commercial Congress is the paramount 
n ..... 1 for the si'""'ly f"rlllsliun of lin A..'NJCialed Inoian Cb"llIber of Commerce in ,;ew of the expected !lettlewenl 
at the clUB .. of Ole WII" of illll'Ortallt ~u<'t; at!~ting Indian trade interests_ TIle Timno of I,,:li., forcibly 
point",) out in 191:1. 
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"There never was a time when there was greater need for a strong an,] informed expression of Indian 
opinion on economic questions. Fiscal policy is locllling large, very important issue .. affecting the nse of Indian 
money for India's requirements are under ,lisc,tSSion, an,i it is of the highest importance that Indian opinion 
sbould be clarified and focussed." . 

Subsequent experience has made the sug.,aested organisation of Indian commerce more nrgeut still. The 
Indian Commprcial Congress is accordingly held without further procrastination. We ha"e the inspiring 
example of the West before us, Federation is the great modern principle anol process of cidlised progre&'!. In 
England Commercial Congre...,;es hal'e provided the "italising fm-ce in trade and commerce for more than haIf­
a century. Since the first Congress in 1860, Commercial Congresses hll"e heen a rolCOgni_1 institution of 
oousiderable utility and importance. The Incorporated Association of the Chaml,.,.'S of Commerce of the 
United Kingdom has worked steadily for British commercial prosp"rity with conspicuous succeso!. We have 
Indian experience too to guide us in this matter. Iu 1905 was held a Conference of ElIl'Opean Chambers of 
Commerce of India and Ceylon, and Sir Edward Law, speaking at that Conference as II repreoeutative of 
Govel'llment, pointed out the importance of snch conference; in word.. which haw more than a r .. ""iug 
intet;eSt: 

"I look on the assembly of this Conference as an event of first-cl""" importance an,1 of mOOlt happy atigm-y 
for the future, .inee I am con6dent that the commercial community will profit by the iutel'Chauge of viewH on 
the important questions submitted to t·he consideration of the Dele.,oates of the Chambers, alii) that Government 
,ru] profit by the expression of opinions formulated after serious delil .. ration by a representat;"e hotly of m,,,, 
of soch special experience and whose individual interests are boond up with those of the couutry in which they 
Ih-e and in which they conduct their business.· 

Lord Corzon also,as Yicel'OY, at the Banquet at Go"eroment house in honour of ti,e J),,1<'gllt.es, .Iwdt on 
the wholesome in8uence of the Conference upon the whole economic situation: 

"1& seema to PIe an excellent thing," he said, "that representative memb"rs of the ClUIIUbe.,. uf Com1ll8rc.> 

(If India should meet in Conferenee at Calcutta as you I\re now doing, You exchange useful ideas a",1 
you pass resolotiou9 relating to the Commercial and industrial 'condition of the coufftry. The interests 
tbat . are representoo by the gentlemen who are sitting at this table are, in my judgment, e"ery 
importsnt once, for they are commensoratewith the whole field of eeonomic development upon which the 
future prosperity of this comltry so largely depends, Your meetings, therefore, &11<1 your discussions concern 
a much \\;der class than the members of Chambere of Commerce alone, becall ... thfoy ailed the "ital intereo-ts of 
tbe country at large. .•. I am glad to note how general a recognition there IlQW "PP""'" to be of the com­
monity of interests between Go,-ernment and commerce in this country,· 

After these authoritath-e pronouncements one would have exreeted a eontinuity of policy 8n~)ng the 
eommel'ci .. 1 public of India, bot somehow the Couferene3, Illt'>ougb nut quite larren of results. pro,'eJ abor1j,'" 
as a means of consolidating commercial opinion, of eo-ordinatiog t1.e activities of the different pro,'iociaJ 
Chambers of Commerce, and of creating a central body 6t to watc\. O\'er ,he commercial interest.. of the country 
:IS a whole. This \'ery necessary and important work, however, can no longer be delay"'), anJ it j,; 01'" or Ihe 
principal aims of thie Congre&'! to effect it, not only by hdJing periodical St-SSiOIlS "t the "woos eoDlU1ercial 
centrce, bnt by the formation of an A,sociated Indian Chamber uf Como"""" un the lines of what has been 
rightly describeJ .... the Parliament of Commerce,-tbe Iucorpora!<d Asscciation or the ChaDlhers of Cornu","", 

of the Uuited Kingtlom, the objects and the e<mstitotion and the ruIe'I of which from <or mod.1 and guido-. 



TilE INDIAN CmnlERCIAL COSGRF-SS. 13 

Such central Associations follow in the natlm~1 COIII'sa of healthy development. The time may come, sooner 
perhaps th'lIl many of us full'gine, when the federal idea will be further develope,l in commerce, and an 
Inwmationl\l F",leration of the Chambers of Commerce of the world will be formed in the same wILy as all the 
Alllster Cotton Spinner's and Manufacturers' Associations have clubbed themselves into an International 
Ferleration. In that federation India must be ,represented, just &8, we hope, she is to be representAjd in the 
next Imperial Conference. Experiments have already beeu m;We in this direetion, and' we have got to the 
quadrennial Congress of Clmmbers of Commerce of thl! British Empire, organised by the London Chamber of 
Oommerce. It is thus not too soon that we hold this Congress and establish the Associated Indian Chamber 
of Commerce, 

Brothel' Del.gateN, the need of a Feder&ted Chamber of Commerce, great at all times, is pal'amount in the 
p""""nt political and economic situation in Imli&. Here public opinion can acqnire momeot:Uln sufficieut to move 
(lovernment only by consolidation and conccntrahon. Ours is not a self·governing couotry, and the voice of the 
people must in any ense be united aud very strong indeed to influence the policy and action of the authOl'ities 
The sllbjects of a Dependency must of necessity be at a serious disadvantage. So long as the Government of a 
eOllntry i. not thOl'oughly national in spirit and sentiment and personnel; so long as it is, from ita constitution 
I1nll the accidont of its fOl'eign charactor, mor8 or loss exclush'e; with all its benevolent iutentions aod desire to 
promote t1wil' matel'ial welfare, it must to some exteut at loost be ignorant of the true feelings and the real 
.nee". of the poople. The difficulty is considerably enhanced when the Government is snbject to the powel'ful 
influence of th" ruling natioll, which has sometimes conflictiug interests, and an effective iudustrial and com­
mercial orl,'Ilni!llltion which can make that influenc~ irl'esistible. It is a matter of common knowledge that the 
(l"\'ol'nment of Inllia is powerless to shape it., commercial and industrial policy with a sQte eye to Indian 
intflrestH. The British manufacturer and the British merchant, with their votes which they know how to use 
to the hest a.I\'I\ntllge, nt'e IIlMtors of the sitnation. In the result t.he GO\'ernment of India has on many an 
nccnsion t,o 1I,lo»t a line of action at once repugnant to it and prejudicial to the intere.ts of the people. It has 
nut" f,'OO hand, Rmi in fiscal matters is pl'actically helpless. For iristance, even for the purposes of revenue 
custumN ,Iuties cannot be imposed upon British manufactures along with other manufactures unless couutorvail- . 
• ,,1 hy cOl'rospon.ling exci •• duties, whether the home-made articles compete with the impol'ls or not. Again 
w. have Intely """II the d~plol'l\ble ~ight of a strong British syndicate Rttempting to get from one of our 
Provincial Uuwrnmcnts a practical monopoly for the manufacture' of c.ment. It is useless to multiply 
inst"nc...... The ollt.tunding f,'utul'e of the sitnntiOlI is that the Guvernment of India does not lack the "ill to 
the ~ight COlli'S" in indust.ri,,1 an<l colllmercialmattol's, but ha" not the nec ....... '·v freedom of initiative and action 
W" the poople of this country must therofol" do all we can to .trength~1l its. h~n,I", allil an A-...aciated Inrlian. 
Chaml.'I' or Commel'Ct! with p"riooical Comlll"I'Cial Congl",.,e" shollid pl'Ovidp. the machinery through which we 
~all mnktl our support etlective. 

Th. \\,al' 1"",""nts liS f""11 tliscu.-;ing colltrovel'sial topics, but even a cursory analysis of the questions of 
~lIpl'em. intel'e,t to huHau COlllmel'Ct! and in,llI.try that await settlement on the restoration of nonnalcondition .... 
will ")\,~III to U,e thinking pllhlic the wisdom of 0111' decisic.n to lII""t in Con!, .......... thi~ year. It ha.s been 
I1l1t hudt"ti""ly stak,1 owr and O\'el' again in the responsible section of the British Pre.ss and hy ...... ponsihle 
t\l'itish .t"t~"III"n that In.Ii,,·s 10)~\land hosl·ty p,u·ticipation in the war "ill not, an.1 cannot, go unrecognised at 
th,' en,l .,f it. 8I1l,,,tanti,,1 impro"ement in the administration of this !, ....... t o.)\l\)try in the near futore n",y 
,\,<,11 be 1",1i",1 upon, bill. w~ must make it cl''6I' that no improvement is more n~""'lry or will be 1II0re w.looma 
than that whil'll will \.'U'·O oolll\,l"te li""r!y of nction to the ('.a,·emment of I",li.. in matters rdating to 
{\'mlll.ro.' 8n,1 In,llI,h·y. The St •• t;",. ",f"rring to In.lia's rally, 0"""1"\',,,1 on Octuboor 2:lrrl la'lt: 'It is a ,'ery 
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great asset-the loyalty and pnblic spirit of a great people.' Most earnestly is it to be hoped tbat we shall 
show our recognition of the greatness of the asset not by mere empty talk, but by redoubled efforts to increase 
the welfare of the people and to open up to them new avenues to prosperity and wealth in every direction. 
The Governments everywhere can do mucb, but nowhere can " Government do more than in India. 

True, !:>ut the Government of Inclia must be free to adopt, in consultation with the representatives of,th" 
people, policy most conducive to the best interests of the country, without interfer~nce from either the Imperial 
Government or the 'Secretary of State for India, All improvements in fiscal, commercial and industrial 
matters must begin with this independence. In, a w/YI'd, 'We u>ant 8elj-gtYIJernment in Cqmml!'l'ce and 

I'fIdush-y. Indian public opinion bas already expressed itself on tbe point ,with singular unanimity, force nnn 
persistenc.v, and it would be the bRl'est jnstice to India to grant bel' fiscal independence. And this can be done 
without jeopardising in the lenst tbe political interests of B,itain. The Associated Indian Chamber of Com· 
merce wiII have before it a heavy programme of urgent business, and mnst work throughout the yesr for 
Fiscal Antonomy. Without this autonomy our Commercial prosperity, however imposing, will lac~ a sound 
and firm foundation, In principle and in fact our p<lI.<ition is unassailable, 

The second item in 0111' programme, and the point on which we must concent .. ate all out forces, i. the 
question of the customs duties. The st·rain which the war has caused to the public finances in India und the 
need of an early l'"coupment invests this question with an importance much beyoud its normal importance. 
In any scheme of adtlitioDal taxation,-not an Dnlikely contingency should the War colltinue sometime longer,­
the customs ~viII and 'ought to, have, not only an important, but a predominant position. In every country 
these duties, bating one or two exceptions, are the most producti\'e sources of ,re,'enue In Intlia, I,o\\,e\,..,', 
this source has been insufficiently tapped, Whether Free Trade or Protection wins in the end, there can be nt} 

doubt that, a very careful re"ision 'of the tariff has become increasingly neces.'!ary in view of the financiall",e']" 
of Goyernment. In this matter of tariff Indian commercial opinion ought certainly to prevail, lind one of the 
principlll objects of the Msociated Intii"n Qhamber of Commerce is to press this opinion upon the attention of 
Goyermnent with alf the force and all the weigAt which such a central and r ... ponsible Committee can lend 
to it. 

Th.re is importallt work to be dOlle by the A."'iOCin~1 Chamber in r"gard to allother group of subjects, 
viz., th",," reltdin!,! to facilities of communication wiU;in the country and at Sf'.a. Comment on the abs"lut .... 
necessity of these facilitios is superfluous. The whole point is, how best to ,",cure them. Our attention must 
be fOCll:i<j6(l upon three lIUlill- heads of illlpr()\'t::~lIlelits for facilitating the movement of heo"y go(~·ls. For intor­
national comme,'ce the essentilll conditions lire quick tt-allsit and ww f.'eigMs. We h"ve not much to complain 
about the first, but tlte preseut scale of freights, although not very high absolutely, is, comparath'ely .peaking, 
somewi.at higher than what would m~et the exig.mcies of Iuman commerce, Inlawl, the impro\'ollltlJtt lof our 
waterways lind railways must take precedeuce of all other mooslll'es. The country is backward as rcgards the 
first. The wllterways aI''' "ery iuade'laately de,e!or"...J; ind""d, in certain respects we are IObillg " ... ·uuml. 
Clumnd, which were OItCl' nayigable alld which once oern,d as highways for the cheap trnoslJOrt of hea"y 
merchantli •• haw '"iUIt'r lJe(:ome COllllJlutd.l' ..ilteu up or choked with weeds anti th.ir mouths blocked by bar... 

The rapid exte".i,," of rnilwllY" has al"o contributetl to the Ilegleet of the watercourse!!. Xo serious atwmpt 
has' yet beell made to restor.. the 1;,,"1' systems uf the country to their former saatifactory condition. Tbe 
rL-'SuJt ii'l, we hs ve numerous Rtagnant puols, marfihes an(l lagoons which are the breeding ground of malaria 
and oU"'r tlbea ... ·.. The natural th:ainage lof the lalld is thus becoming blocked. The impro"elllent of the rh'ers 
and wat~rcour,.,s will nut only re~ture tLi" tlrninllge alld facilitate the mo\'el1lent of D.erehanll;";", but will 

rroYi,le callnls fur the p\ll'p".es of irriglltion at II minimum of cost. La'"g<'r production of n\W material. thra-
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ugh improved ir";I,\'ation will certainly increase our export at the SBme time that it will adu to the financial 
rp,ll()UrOOB of tho agriculturists anu enable tbem to consume larger quantities,of finished articles whether' manu­
fnctured at homo or imported from abroad, 

GrMt vigihmce is necessary in the matter of railway development. Expansion is not ,the only point. The 
great need i. improvement. and Government' has rightly undertaken to appropriate more money ollt of the' 
nnnual allotment. to improvement. than to new constl'uction. It is a question if any ambitious Scheme of 
construction should be taken in 'hand before the necessary improvement on the exUlting lines have been fully, 
carrind out. A. mattel'!lstanU at'presellt, the inland railways are defective both 88 regards cheap transit and 
quick transit. Railway rates are at prosent adjusted in such a way as to be more favoul'able to foreign article. 
H"m to .. rticIes which are exch&nged as between province and province and district and district. We bave got' 
a ... ""Iution befol'o us urawing attention of the Government to this as well as to the long standing grievances 
of our merchants to the form of Railway Risk Notes B. and H. which operate harshly upon them. Railway. 
are public cllrrie .... and it is one of their first duties to indemnify the me~hants -against any losses which they 
may Bulfel' through thair neglact or some mischief of their servants. If they take. a greater responsiblity on 
their Rhould~rs it will meRn greater traffic for themselves. for it will be creating confidence in Railways on the 
part of the commerci"l community. Over and above th""" questions of Railway administration is the ques­
tion of the Railway finance. Railwuy loans are raised iu Great Britain and it is along standing demand tliat 
R.ihv_y rupee luans should be thrown open to the Indian people. Thi. iN un opportune moment for e!footing 
tho g"eat chan:..", and .. !fording to the pe<lple of India an opportunity to have their share in the railway develop­
lUent of this conntry. a" Gr""t Britain will not respond at present to any In<lian or Colo';ial lbans, so pressing 
n\'o hHl'. own finnnci"l ru~18. 

C.'llllec(.,,1 with this su~iftct of increased railway facilities is the important 'luestion of extension of Br .. nch 
lint •• or Fl'tl<I"I' Iilll"'. 'I'he ur:..",ncy of a rapiu expansion of th"",, lines is obvious. anu e\"en people who con­
d.'mn furtl,,'r construction of Trunk or m .. in lin"" advocate their construction at an accolerated pace. Next.in 
hnportanctl to tl",ir l1eed fOI' opening lip ouUying areas is the attraction for safe in\"e.~tment they ofter to shy 
CIIpitaJ. The "xl"riene" of the I ... t. few years shows how th" .... e Feeller lines h.we helped to draw Ollt the' 
nn~Ulploy"i clll'itnl of th~ ctlunt.r~·. 'I'his is a distinct gain to the C8l1se of commerce and iUlln"b·y. But latte~­
Iy 8 llifficuity III\," 8ri""n. Sincc tlte "".i.ion of the rules relating to the coustruction of Feeder line .... , the intl"O­
.Iuction of t.he p",,,,,nt Bmneh Iin~ terms Imder which the Sooretary of State is pl.ltI...oo to guarantee a ",tum of. 
:~~ I"'r ""nl a y,'ar upon th~ cllpital, I\wl tlm financil11 .uc ......... of th~ I.ight Railwl1Ys, British directors of tbe 
1;'8ill lim"" with t,h~ e\"hl.nt. o~itl{·t "f monopolising this hl'BlIch of the milway business also. ha"e begun tu raise 
.litticultit.':S. Untll'l' existing arl"'I1:...~mtmt!ol theso British companies ht,,·e n predominant voico in the matter of 
"lI\ction of the F ... I,'r Rnih,,.ys. I1lthough G"""nlm"nt finol. for t.hem the bulk of th .. ctlpital required for 
th.· "'.'Ilstl'llction of Ihe Trunk Rnihmy" "nol g""raut"",, Int .. "",t buth ul~\Il th.ir portion of the capital aud the 
tlttbentnre ... ! This i~ nnj\1~titlahlt! in principle Bill 1 injurious in effect to Indian interests. Messrs. Killick Nixon 

& Cu's r"i1w"Y' fnlm Nllllia,l tu Kal"lt!nuti alhl from Gatlin'S to Lnua\"l,da wuuM ne,'er ha"e hean constructed 
h.t! nul th,· GOHOI'llUlt'nt giwn out of the Imp"rilll Railway Re\'enue .. R.bat" tam,s" refu""-! by the B. B. RIllI 
C, 1. R"ihf"Y ('~Il\\I'\l\~', .. Ithough that ('oml .. ny h",~ only a fi\'" per cent. slll\,.., in the .nrplns pnlfits of th .. 
RnHway ~~"8h~1I\. Gt\n"rAII~~ ~I~,king. tlu' objection is that the mllin lines run the risk of beillg"shorl circuited" 
hy th .. } .. ~lt'r Jillt"": hut t.his i~ all ima~nary ~\·iI. as Go\"enmlent", h&\"in~ th(~ larwst stake in tha main lines 
UI~y w~ll I", '''1'0. ... 1",1 to Nnsi'\PI' m .... f"lIy the prohRhl" filllmcial b."Slin.,<s befure .. mction.ing a new 8Cbem~, 

Th. 1",,1 ...... "'lU "PI"'. rs tll b .. that, th" British campani ... working in India want to cbeck Indian competition 
"n,1 h' .title Intli"n ent"'!,I;"". as will be clear from the fad that they are trying to fonn subsidiRry companies 
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, with Bl'itish capital for the construction of Feeder line... And this is a matter about which the Indian public 
ought to be on the qui vive, and the Associated Indian CIII,mber, WIth "II the power and uignity attaching to 
such a central body, must Ilght out the case for them. 

But, more important than all, perhaps, to Indian Commerce and IndlL_try are the complicated questioll~. 

relating to Indian currency, banking facilities, location and employment of the Government funds, and the 
utilisation of Indian capital in the financing of Indian railway and irrigation canals. 'Ihe Indian Finance and 
Currency Committee's Report on all the..a points has been before the. Indian public for month past, but owillg 
to the war, has nowhere received that attention which the paramount importance, of the subjects dealt with 
deserve. It ill doubtful if it will ever receive adequate treatment among the lay puhlic. But the ASHociate,) 
Chamber will for long years Ilud ample scope for fruitful wOI·k in this line. The conclusions of tI.e' COIUUlittee 
in respect of some of the more important, of these points do not. cOUlmend t,hemseh'es to the Inelil1l1 public, 
especially the Indian commercial public. They fail to do full justice to Indian interests. The important 
question of a State Balik WitS not directly before the Committee, and it would be unfl1ir to criticise its recom' 
mendation of a. separate investigation by a small expert Committee. But the ~'mnuce Commissioners' Ii", lings 
abollt the suggested gold currency, gold mint, location of the Gold Standard Re..arve anrl of the 6l11'plu" 

balances, the diversion of the gold portion of the Paper Currency Reserve, the employment of the profits on the 
coinage of rupees,and the scheme of advances to approved borrowers in London, are open to question, 'fhey 
00 not at le""t agree with Indian Hentimeilt, and it is permissible to entertain serious doubts about their 
soundness. We see how India has absorbed a IM'ge quantity of gold during recent times. This I1bl!Orptiun 
rose from 11.s. 7j erore. in 1800·91 to Re. 12 Cl'ores in 1903·04, and to Re.21 crores in 1907·08, to Rs. 2.51 
CL·ore. in 1911·12, in 1912·13 to n •. 3li Cl'Ores and in 1913·14 to Rs. 37! crOl"68. This need not CaU"e any 
nervousncss to Lombard Street and drive them into finding out way. ,,"d methol. uf preventing W118,1 they 
call d.'ain of gold to India. Rnthel', if there is a natural currency here, the,'e will be no necessity for all that 
nervousness abJllt the bogey of the gold stnndard resel've "nd the so called ho~rded go!tl of Indi .. will corne 
out throngh the gold mint to help and finnnce the many schemes of trade and industry which Htand in nee,l of 
a finaucial support. It is not po""ible ~ discuss here these points, and they must be left to be taken lip by the 
Associ!lted Chamber at the earliest opportunity. If I mention them at all. it is only with the ohject of i1Jl-

, 'pressing upon ,the commercial public the urgent ueed of an associaUon like the A"sociated Cllamher in view of 
the presence of all these large qnestions of supreme interest to Indian commel'ce an.} Indian industry. Con· 

• solidntion and COllcentration of opi;lion is the great need of Indian commerce and Illdian iwlustl'Y, ami the 
Associated Chamber of Commerce supplies the want. This Congress and t.he Chamber .]esl'l"\'" tl"'l""fol''' tile 
enthusiastic support of the. Indian public. 

It is not cnough, howe"cL', Brothel' Delegates, to establish the As.,ociate.l IlIdiulI Cham her of CommeI'C". 
but, in ortler to ellsure its usefulnelS.'1, we must further secure for it adequate repreStmtation on the ] IJIpel'iai. 
Legislative Council. Since the introduction of the Reform Scheme, it has become ""i,I"lIt thut that COllncil 
is the place where we can ventilate our grievances and press our points upon GonWllln~lIt attentioll with IJlOJo.t 

eflect. It is therefore e.'lsontially neces.<;ary that Indian Commerce 6hould ha"" fit I"a,t two "lect,,,1 1'"\'1"(',..11· 

tatives on tllll Imperial Legisllltive Council. In representati,'o institutiulls it is I he "ole wldeh COlllltS. EWII 
in India., with our imperfect and ~emi-officialised Councils, tha vote is power allel r(~pl'eSCHtnti(Jn ''-as iUe!o;timn­
ble mIlle. Our Ilrst and earll".t ewleayour .houM therefore be to "'CUI'" the p.leeti"" l'igll! fur },.diIl1l 
Commerce, 

In cOllclu.ioll. I would point out that this CQulltry, bcillg lJIaillly agl'icultural, it is l"ight awl p'''I",r that 
we SllOULl COllcentl'llte our attention on agricultural questions 81.0 alld not be ob6e"",,] by l'Il .... ly indu_trilll 
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'lllestiollR. Some of ollr Indian Chambers have long urged on the attention of Government the necessity of 
not neglecting the claims of irrigation, while they are spending so much:· to develop the Railway system. I 
should Iik'e to suggest that better and more improved methods of irrigation should be adopted in order that the 
hTigation grants may be fully utilised and that we may never be haunted with that classic phrase of the late 
Finance Minister about Indian budgets being It mere gamble in min. In the meamvhile we have got a resolu­
tion at tbis Congress proposing to the Govel'llment that more attention should be paid than hitherto to the 
question of well irrigation which, while being comparatively cheap, will provide facilities for even poor cultiva.­
tors and .will be practicable in districts where there are no big rivers. It must be said to the credit of Govern­
'lDeut that they ha\'e established agricultural experimental stations and developed the agricultural dep~rtl)1ent 
to a hLl'ge extent. In this connection I am reminded of wise words of the adv,ice His Excellency Lord 
Willingdon receutly gave to the students of the Agricultural College of ~oona, when he observed that Indian 
lMldlords should like their compeers in England, be more practically connected with their farms and not fight shy 
(If manllflllabour, words of advice which maybe well taken to heart. His Excellency did well also in drawing the 
attention of· our people to the question of the improvement of tho breeds of cattle, which, it is obviol1s, are dete­
dorating flll!t.' Gu\'ernment effort8 wiII not be sufficient in this direction unless they are supplemented by 
sYHtematic and scientific cattle farms started by people themselves. I am laying so much stress On these agri­
cultural problems as in an aglicl1ltural country like India they are the very soul of trade and commerce. For 
instance, where,would we be without cotton and jute, grain and seeds and ;"umerous other agricultural products 
of which India has been from t·imes immemorial and is e''6n now an emporium. 

Brot.her Delegates, a l1ew, and perchance ,\ brilliant, chapter in Indian history begins to·daywith the inau­
guration of tho Iudian Commercial Congl'll>lS and the Associated Chamber of Commerce, a chapter full of hope 
for the pOC'ple and the future, of India. From the above review of our progl'l!.mme it will be ob00us that it 
aflocts the whole range of the economic development and the material prosperity of this continent. But our 
SUcceAA will depend, next t<J the Grace of God, upon our spirit 'and determination and derotion to dutY', and the 
cOI\linl support of the nBtion. There may be moments when we shall feel diSCOUl'l!.ged, but let us not droop nor 
flag in OUI' zool. With faith in the nobility and the ultimate success of our cause, ,vith unremitting watchful­
Iles.~ Rnd l"bour in tho prosecution of our aim, with the whole-he",:ted co·operation and support of all sections of 
the pooplo, the attaiulll~nt of our object cannot be long delayed. Let us but" screw our courage t<J ti,e stickin~­
place, and we shall not fnil." J .... t us apply ourselves to the work before us "with heart within and God o'er­
h"",1," unmintUulns much of the tlangel'S and the difficulties as of the results. God grant this Congress an,! 
tbe Associlllt,l Chamber nllly pl'O,'e a fOl'Ce of incalculable value in the struggle for ad"ancement in the scale of 
"ation8 of our dear Motherland: (Loud cheers,) 

The Pre"i<iont: Ladies and gentlemen, before we proceed with the business of this Congress I have t(l 
r .. ,ad t(l ypu the tel~grams we have receh'ed fmm the following gentlemen sympathising with this movement, 
Mr. Thoogara chatty, Han.' Mr. Sitauath Rao, Hon.' Raja Bahailur Saheb of Mahmudabad. Sir R. N. Muketjce 
etc. etc. \ Ch""I'S. ):-

We ha,'6 alS() receh-ec.l a letter from the lIe.blll'Bja of Durbangha on the same subject. (Cheers.) Gentle­
m~n, now it is my pleasing duty t<J move the fum resolution on wyalty. which runs thos:-

This Con~, on behalf of the Indian C(lmmercial Community, begs to expre!ll its deep and respectful 
feelings of loyalty t<J His Majesty the King Emperor George Y, which has its roots not only in the , 
be..lrock of sentiment, but also in the col1\iction that the worldwide expansioo of the Indian m.de 
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and commerce is due to the British Government, which stands a symbol of peace, and to assure 
Government that the Indian Commercial Community is prepared to give all necesStlry help to 
Government to bring the war to II successful" termination. (Cheers.) 

Gentlemen, few' words are needed from me in support of this reRolution, for I have "Iready referred to 
this subject in my presidential address. We are prepared to sacrifice whatever we can. We are sharing the 
burden of this war with the Empire. The sons of India are fighting shoulder to shoulder (Heal', heal',) with 
their brothers in the different spheres of war. We pray that our beloved Emperor's arms may be crowned 
with success and that he should have an everlasting victory. (Cheers.) I hope you will carry this resolution 
with ~cclamation. (Loud cheers.) 

The resolution being P!'t from th; Chair was carried with "ery great enthusiasm. 

Resolution No.2. 

The President: Gentlemen, it is my lamentable duty to move the second resolution on the deaths of Sir 
Pheroseshah M. Mehta and ~h9 Hon. Mr. Gokhale, which runs to the following effoct:-

This .Congress deeply mourns the death of the Hon. Mr. G. K. Gokhale, C. I. E, and the Hon. Sir 
P. M. Mehta, K, C. I. E., and places on record that by their death the country has lost two eminent sons who 
by their sterling patriotism and singleness of purpose, l'tIDdered invaluablo services, which will be cherished by 
their countrymen,. for generations to come, with the highest gratitude. 

Gentlemen, with regard to this resolution I may say this that I have l-eferred to the subject in my speech. 
I would like to add that although we mourn the loss of these great patriote to-day, the trne extent of the JOfl8 
wiII be realised later on only, and then we will realise it fully. Gentlemen, I do not wish to add anything to 
what I have already said, beC!luse throughout the vast lengtb and breadth of India you see their senices h"ve 
heen eulogised. With these few words I ask you to pass this resolution standing silent .. 

The whole assembly rose to their feet and carried the l'esolution in solemn silence. 

Resolution No.3. 

The President: Gentlemen, I will ask Mr. Purshotamdas Thakoredas to propose the third resolution, but 
before we proceed with that resolution I will say that th~ time is fixed B8 follow/,'for the proposer~ ami secon­
ders and supporters of our resolutions, namely, 15 minutes for the proposers, 10 minutes for the. 
HeCOnders, and 5 minutes for the supporters. I will now call upon Mr. Purshotamdas Thakoredas to mol'e th .. 
third resolution. (Cheers.) 

Mr, Purshotamtlns Thakoredas rose amid cheers and said as follows:-

Mr: President, Brother-Delegates, ladies and gentlemen, the resolution which I rise to mo,'e runs as 
follows:-

This Coub,,'ess 81'provos of the establishment of an Associated Chamber of Commerce and the principles 
of the Dmft Constitution, as adopted by the -Subjects Committee, and resoll'es that 8uch an AaI!o­
ciatetl Chamber be est.blished with a Provisional Committee. consisting of tho following gentlemen 
who 81'0 eml'owel-ed to take all necessary steps ( including the fin81 drafting of the Constitution) to 
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get the Associated Chamber registered and to enrol members and carry on the work of a Com.­

mittee of the A88ociatec1 Chamber, until a new Committee is appointed next year under the Consti­
tution. 

Gentlemen, the names of the gontlemen, which were suggested to the Subjects Committee last evening to 
form II Pl"Ovisional Committee, run as follows :-

1 

2 

a 
4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Hon'ble Sir FBzulbhoy CUlTimbhoy. 9 Mr. Vidyasagar Pandya. 

ROll'ble Mr. Manmohandas- Ramji. 10 Mr. G. 001"'1 Menon. 
Hon'ble Mr. LallubhBi Samaldas. 11 Seth Manekc\land B. Shethi. 
Hon'ble Mr. Dinshah Edulji Wachha. 12 Mr. Alakhdhari. 
Hon'ble Mr. Purushottamrlas Thakorcdas. 13 Sir R. N. Mukerjee. 
Sir Vithalclas D. Thakersey. l4. Mr. Hargovinddas D. Kantawalla. 
Lala Harkishen Lal. 15 Mr. C. Y. Chintamani. 
Lala DI\lmpatrai. 

Gontl.m~n, the resolution is in four parts ;-

1. Your approval of the proposal fOl' the 88tablishment of an Aa'lOCiated Indian Chamber of Commerce. 

2. YOllr appl"Oml of the Draft Constitution, circulated to you more than t,,·o months ago and modi­
fied by the Delegates last evening. 

S. Your resolution to establish snch au Associated Chamber with a Pro"bioDal Committee to get regill­
tered this Associated Chamber. 

4. Appointment of the Provisional Committee that I have just named. 

ll,'utlomon, before I pl"QCe('(1 to speak further OD the subject matter of this resolution, 1 should like to 
'f.eut.ion that at this Conb'l'eSS we have repl'esentatives (Delegatee) from almost every Indian Chamber or 
Associatiou in India, and it is gratifyiug to Sl'e such a good number as nearly three h1¥ldred, which is present 
t.Kiay. (Cheers.) The replies received from bodies consulted at the commencement, 1"/1 the advisability of 
htarting this movement, show that UIIIY were all in the affirmative (Hear, hear), and it cannot but be en­
couraging to the promoters of this movement to _ their idea 90 well backed up by the delegation of represen­
t"tiVtlll own fmm distant places, such as Madras, Lahore and Kal"8Chi. (Cheers.) 

Gant1em~n, the 6rst and the most important part of this resolution deals with the question of the esta­
hlishment of an Associated Indian Chamber of Commerce. Is the estabIishment of such an Assoeisted Chamber 
IUloosa\ry for Io.lian commercial purposes' Praet.ically every important Province in India bas a local Chamber 
or an lWOOCiatiQn to direct aD,1 watch the interests of the main trade of that Provine<>. Such local bodies are, 
p"rhsl"', .Ioiug their Itt",t in adt'l}\llItely watching the smooth working of the tra..le and commerce of the leading 
Cities of tht'ir respective Provinces, but there is no co-operation nor co-option amongst them all over India. 
Now, on qut'Sliolls a/f'1Cting th .. fundamental principles of trade and comrneree we wish the Indian Commercial 
opinion to be exp ........ 1 in a malllll'r that would attract the earnest attention of the public, the Go,-ernment of 
In,lia 1\1\.1 the Impari .. \ OO\-erDUI.nt too, and for this purpose it is very ne«'S!<Rry that the variollS trading and 
Ctllllultlreial int"rests all O\"eI' Indi .. , should ha~ a common ground, wherein ther ean consider various modes 
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and methods of expansion of Indian l'rade on the latest lines. and put before Government and the puhlic their 
grievances or demands as the case may be. 

After the very exhaustive and erudite speech of our President (Cheers). it is unnecessary for me to repeat 
to you what important and mighty questions await adequate expressions of opinions by businessmen. 
interested in, and handling, the trade and commerce of India. Iudia is an agricultural countJ:Y with immen'e 
possibilities. Our industries, at present, are not only not of dimensions sufficient to absorb our total raw 
products. but, looking to our present progress in industrial ventures, it would appeal' to be a distant day when 
we can manufacture the major part of OU1' raw products economically and export the manufactured articles to 
the various countries that are, at present, eager for having supplies of our raw products. (Cheers). It j" 

therefore, absolutely necessary that onr commercial community should be so equipped as to be able to sel! 
abroad th~ s"rplus raw product of the conntry (Rear; hear,) to the best advantage- an advantage which is sur" 
to be reflected in the price the ryot will get for his growths. To this end. Gentlemen. a Chamber of Commerc" 
at each centre of Commerce, is a necessity to the conntry, aud an Associated Chamber of Commerce, fOCl18sin;,: 
the views of all such Provincial bodies, a greater necessity. 

The President has, in his speech, referred to oCCllSions whim the Iudian commercial interests lIlay be fit. 
variance with the European merchants' interests. But signs are not wanting that the Government policy i, 

slowly but steadily changing to an equitable and fair treatment of commercial questions, irrespective of Indian 
or European interests'and if the Indian view of I]latters controversial can be submitted to the Supreme an . .! 
Imperial Governments with unanimity and precision (Rear. hear,) it would surely tend to the betterment of 
the Indian commercial community. (Cheers.) Gentlemen, I need hardly remind you that in the last tell 
years the Indian commercial community has readily met with recognition at the hands of Government. III 
the Bombay and Supreme Legislative Councils, the l'ight of Rending elected and nominated members from til" 
Indian Commercial cOlllmunity has been given to us. (Cheers.) Now, it is to my mind a (piestioll not of 
delay on the part of Government to recognise our claims as of our pro\'ing our",,1 vos ready and worthy of the"" 
privileges. Gentlemen, personally I have no doubt that the Government of India wish and are anxious t.) 

support all our just and fair demands. (Hear, hear.) It is for the Indian commercial community to show 
tlmt they are prepared with the necessary efficient C.onstitution to call for the privileges, whIch the Presi.lcllt 
expressed a wish for. (Cheers.) 

The first and the most immediate admntage that I look forward to is the most natural olle. , .... ultin;.: 
from merchants. all over India, being brought into a close touch with one anotll""_ There i.. nothing of thi. 
natnre. at present. But with an Associated Chamber, commanding the support of all leading traders in esch 
City, the knowledge to each of us of our fellow-brethren in other provinees ,,"ouM be more direct (Cheers), lIlor" 
real and more correct. I look forward to good business connections resulting from this Chamber hetwe..,n tile 
various merchant.. in each Pro\'inee, and the "alue of II souree of each closer knowle.l!,,,, should not be (J\"e,.looke.!. 

You will see 'that the various Provincial Qhambers and Associations have no interfere nee with regard v. 
their own spheres of activity, and IlR the interests of the various ca..te.. and communities of Iwlia Slid also (,r 
the numerous provincial trading eentres are bound to be identical in matters commercial, I expect tho proP<""" I 
Associated Chamber to develop into a healthy common ground on which we, sons of Indi",",1Il moot on equal 
terms to exchange our views and, when neeessary, submit tbe same to Government unanimously. One would 
really fail to see how any far-sighted body can differ from this. 

. The seeond part of the resolution deals with your approval of the Draft Constitution, which has been lair! 
on the table and was circulated among you, Brother Delegates, since ""me months past, and as I nnderstand no 
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'~uggeRtions for changes or modifications therein have been received by the India.n Merchante" Chamber and 
Bureau here, I may take it it meets with your approval. I may eay that the Constitution has heen baaed on 
the, Constitutions of several such bodies in Europe, and has heen adapted to the present Indian conditions, where7 
evern_ry. 

The third part of the resolution, viz., to establish such an Aseociated Chamber, with a provisional Commit. 
tee to get registered this Associated Chamber, needs no remarks from me, as it is in reference to routine work. 
The final part of resolution deals with the appointment of a Provisional Committee to carryon the work of 
the Chamber for the period until when we may meet again to appoint a Committee under the Constitntion. 
You will noti~ that it is proposed-to make this Committee repreSentAtive of members from all the leading 
commercial centres of India. (Hear, hear). 

Gentlemen, in submitting this resolution to you and recommending the same to your approval. I must, 
however, not overlook to remind you of the responsibilities we all are undertaking in starting this Associated 
Chamber. It will need a very steady support from us for years to come before it 'can bear th/lse fruite that 
alone will jnstify ite being launched to·day in exis~nce. It will not do, nay, it will be a great set back to the 
fair name of Indian merchante to think of letting such. a body repose in rest for a further period of tweh·e 
montlls when we again meet. (Hear, hear.) A good deal of spade work has to be done in focussing· the 
correct Indian mercantile opiJlion on important questions that are before the commercial puhlic in the country 
to.day. It is ,vith con6dent hopus Brother-Delegates, in your essistanC6 and co-operation in th;'; direction 
that J commend this resolution for YOI11· aoceptance. (Cheers.) 

Lala Harkishen Lal (Punjab) seconded the resolution in the following terms:-

Mr. Prllllident and Brother-Delegates, in eeconding the resolution, that has been proposed so eloquently 
by my friant!, Mr. Pnrshotamdas Thakoredas, I need not take up much of your time, because it has been 
ex.llllustively dealt with by him. As to the nocessity of the Commercial Congress and of the Associated Indian 
Chambel· of Commerce, 1 think there' are no two opinions (Cheers), and, therefore, I need not appeal to yonl· 
sentiment to accord your sanction to this resolution. But I may just explain to you what has been the real 
'lifficuUy in framing the Constitution of the As.'!OCiatet! Indian Chamber of Commerce. It Willi pointed out in 
the R_mbly yo..terday that the fear in adopting the Constitution, that had been circulated, WII8 that Bombay. 
might swamp the people from outside. (Laughter.) I my if 'we outsiders work entllUsiustically in this cause. 
we clIn swamp the Bombay people out quite easily (BaM", hear and laughter.) Now, the arrangeDlenG 
we hM·e oome t.o is this, tlll.t e, ... ry CommeJ.'cial Association or every Chamber in the country should associate 
it.,.l1f with tllis repr.·sentath·e body hl\\"ing one vote, one suhscriber and oue representative on tho General 
Collncil, so that, the Associated Indian Chamber of Commerce my be connected with a number of Associations 
luwing "'lual I"ight-i with oth"rs and no preponderating right over others. It wa. said that Bombay is now 
r.'pl~,.mtod 1.y Re,'ontee .. Associ"t.iO)IS, while outside llombay India is represented by only fifteen. This is quite 
trllo. Bllt hy starting another half a doron or a dozen institutions upcountry or outside Bombay, you will 
h,\\"" a larger nl\ll\!).,r of representatives than Bombay has. (Hear, hear and laughter.) Therefore, that is a 
difficulty that is in our hands to meet. If we waut Bombay not to swamp ontsiders, if we outsiders want to 
swamp Bombay, the remt\dy is in o"ur own hands and is &Q I!!JIlSY time. We shonld start as Dlany institutions­
eDlUDlorcial and others connected with commercial .uhjects as we pleas... All tho ,-..rious Associations ought to 
ha,.., their l"f'presontatives OIl this Associated Imlian Chamber of Commerce. {Cheers). _ The view8 that I have 
.:<pressetl, gentlemen, al,<) my ,·iew8 that if Bomooy swamps us we may try t.o swamp her, but let me teU you 
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that although Bombay may. swamJil us, ·that wont do Ilsany barm (Hear, hear.). At the same time·we should' 
take good care that Bombay would not care to swamp us. (Hear, hear.). I may as well mention with regard 
tothem9:jority, that the outside Bombay may . gain, that that majority will be like the majority-the Indian 
majority in the .India Council; it will have no effect. There is no doubt of a majority in the Llgislative­
Councils but being divided in opinion it has absolutely no effect. In the SIlme way, if men from Burmah, the­
Punjab, Ceylon, Madras and Calcutta, begin to put their views together, I think, it will take II very long time­
to get the consensus of opinion. Therefore, I say that though we are afraid of the Bombay majority, we need 
not be afraid ofour minority, as at present constituted. I thought I should give this explanation, because­
some minds are troubled with this aspect of the questions in deciding whether to establish this Associated Cham­
ber or not. With regard to the present Committee, the names of officers, that are appointed, hav~ been read out 

. to you, and you will find that outside Bombay is as welll'epresented as Bombay itself. I don't think we have· ". 
any caUse to grumble on that Bcore. The Rules, that have been read out to you, I may assure you have beeD 

, framed as carefully as could be done in short space of time that was at our disposal, and every need has beeD 
very welll'rovided for. (Heal', hear.) With these remarks, gentlemen, I beg to second this resolution. 
(Loud cheers.) 

Mr. G. Gopal Menon (Madras) supported the resolution as follows:-

Mr. Chairman, Brother·Delegates, and gentlemen, Few words are needed from me in support of this IVSO­

lution. The resolution has been put.before you in general terms by the first speaker, and Lalli. Harkishan Lal 
has explained to you as regards the Constitution. Now, all that I have to appeal to you, Brother- Delegates, 
is to remember that we have met in the Commercial Congress for the first time (Hear, hear), and that it should 
be our aim and object to see that more Chambers of Commerce are started all over India. (Cheers) It is 
only then that our united voice will be heard iu commercial matters. 'What is the object of the Chamber of 
Commerce r you may ask. I say the object is that the Chamber of Commerce should form the most important 
component part of the machinery of business. Unless we have therefore a number of institutions just like the 
Provincial and District Congress Committee affiliated to the National Congress, it will not be possible for the 
parent institution to obtain a collected voice regarding commercial interests all over India. With these few 
wor.ds I beg to support this resolution for your acceptance.- (Cheers.) 

Roo Bahadur Hargovinddas Kantawal1a further supported the resolution with the following speech in 
Gujarathi !-;- .. 

Mr. President and gentlemen, it is Iny pleasant duty to further support resolution, No.3, which is placed 
before you, in Oujarathi. I will place my views before you in that language. I say that this resolution is 
the most important of all our resolutions, because we have started an institution the main object of which is to 
wateh and promote our commercial interests. .The aims and objects as stated in the draft memorandum and 
articles of association will certainly commend themselyes to you. I believe the various chambers existing 
througlumt India will be much benefitted by the proposed institution. I eannot do better than translate this 
resolution in Gujarathi for the benefit of those gentlemen here who do not understand English. (The resolu­
tion was tran81~ted.) Gentlemen, with these few words I beg to further support this resolution for your 
acceptance. (Cheers.) 

The President: Is there any gentleman who wishes to speak to this resolution? 
Dr. Daruwalla, LL.D.,Bar-at-Iaw, (Bombay): I should like to say a few words. 
The President: Yes, sir. 
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Dr. D .. ruwalla, ·LL.D., Bar-at-law, (Bombay): Mr. President and gentlemen, I am extremely imleblll4 
to our President for giving me this opportunity to express my views on the Conetitution, which has been 'p~. 
forwardJor your acceptance aud approval. ,This is the fint Commercial CongrB88 and' at its inaugurati91! 
meeting, you are taking'the most serioue a8 well as the most important step in regard to the Constitution, be_ 
rause it isa Constitution which, after you have adopted it to-day, will be a great help towards the further pro.­
gross and development of the commerce In the wholll of India. The various bodies that have sent their Delega­
tes to this Commercial Congre88 have to take a responsibility upon the ba,sis of this Constitution. Tile 
general principles of this Associated Indian Chamber of Commerce are such as will commend themselv88 
to allyon~, but, as I found from the remarks that have fallen from the lips of previous speakere, it appears 
that there is some misapprehension on the part of the Provincial Chambers of Commerce and they wish 

.. that they shonld be given 8uoh opportunity as they may requil"o for the consideration of tlie draft rules of this 
ConstiLution. I feel quite sure that the main principles of the Constitution are sucA as will promote further 
interests of the Indian commerce in general. (Cheers.) But there are details which will require to be very 
CR1'llfully considered and, thel"Ofore, we should not accept these Rules as final. We should give as much scope 
for improvement and enlargement of 8I)me of the details as may be necessary. Gentlemen,·I have great 
plellSure ill supporting this resolution, because it augurs well for the future of the Indian commerce and 
because it embodies measures which will safeguard the interests of Indian commerce and industries, and will 
~nsure that Illdia will have her own honoured place among other nations. (Cheers.) With these words I 
h"ve very great pleasure in supporting this resolution. (Cheam) 

The Pl"flsidellt: Is there any other speaker who wishes to speak to this resolution! (Noone came for­
wanl to addl'llss the assembly.)' I willllUt this resolution to the Congress. I declare the resolution carried 
unanimollsly. ' 

The Hon. Mr. Lalubhai Sama1<\as : B~other-Delegates, you will find refreshments in the other hall, 
whol"O you al'6 welcome to spend your leisure hour when we adjourn for lunch. 

(The Collgress was adjourned for lunch for an hour.) 

When the Congress met agaill after lunch, the following proceedings took place:-

The President: Gentlemen, we will now recommence our bueiness. I call upon Mr. S. E. Warden to mOVe 
tI .. • fourth l"OSOlllti<:.n. (Cheers.) 

lit·. R E. Wl\rdell (Bombey) rose amid cht1ers and proposed the fourth reeolution iu the following 
tt'rtns:-

MI'. President, Bl'OUIer-Delegates and gentlemen, the reeolution which is entrusted to me runs. thus:-
This COngl"8. ... is of opinion that it ;., highly expe.lieut, in the true interests of In:lian Commerce and 

Mannfucturo, that in the negotiations of any international commercial u-tics, tho Government of 
Illliia .hould be adequately represented. 

Gt ... UOlllon, I submit this reoolution for your acooptnnce with only a few observations. Firstly, i~ is 
,I.·,imblc, in tlltl illtere.sts of tho Indian traJe and commerce, as it is now situated, and also in tbe future 
inlt·l .... t" of India, th"t this country should be properly "n.1 eflkientIy repl"eS8nted in any treaties that may be 
11111.1,· with forei~'11 oountri,'6 ~H .... r, hear.) '1'h.y must be adequately represented in thOll8, tnletil'6. (Cheers.) 

,""II know, ~"mtlemeu, very well that in Ule pl'lSt'nt disastrous war Iudian iurereste have cotne'to Ute forefront 
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with reference to all diplomatic legislations. It is therefore, in the interest of Indian commerce and trade that 
it should be adequately provided that Indian interests should have a fair representation in the consideration 
of treaties with different nations interested in the trade with India. If B. special representation cannot b~ 
provided, at least some accredited agent should be permitted, to speak on behalf of India in the course of 
negotiations of those treaties. Such an arrangement is necessary for the representations of our interests. 
(Cheers.) Gentlemen in treaty-matters India is not represented at present. Although the amall Colony like 
Fiji Islands .rlas a voice intreaty-matters, yet not India. And yet we are all along considered as part of the 
British Empire!! We have no voice in matters with regard to treaties which may be made on subjecte in 
wbich we are closely -interested. You will please remember that even Japan has recently secured a very 
powerful voice and an influential voice (Cheers.) in any treaties which are made concerning her subjects, while 
we are simply left in the background, are shunted aside, and have no representation in the making of treaties 
which concern our vital interests. This question has recently come into prominence before the public. I nee,l 
not dilate further on it. I am sure you fully realise its importance. (Hear, hear.) I ask you to support this 
resolution. With these few remarks I beg to resume my seat. (Cheers.). 

Dr. Daruwalla, LL.D., Bar-at-Iaw (Bombay) seconded the resolution as follo,,:s: 

Mr. President, Brother-Delegates and visitors, I have great pleasure in seconding this resolution, whicll 
haa.been just moved by Mr .. Warden. This is a resolution wbich is intended to bring about a most important 
change in the status of this country having regard to the part she is talcing in the great and gigantic war 1I0W 

raging in different p!\rts of the world. The war is a war for the struggle of life and d ... th, for lihcrty an,l 
progress, and in that war India has done her best (Hear, heap,) in fighting to as:.iat in the promotion of peace 
and prosperity of the world. Therefore, the necessity of this resolution must be before the minds of thoae who· 
are desirous of securing the progress Bnd prosperity of the Empire. To me, gentlemen, it appears that the 
qu~stion of treatment of Indian subjects generally and of Indian commorcial interests particularly must 1m 
emphasised, i~ reference to the great programme of peace, in some such terms as ha\·e been placed before you 
for your acceptance in this resolution. (Cheers.). That peace-programme, I 8m sure, will be moat carefully 
considered when the time comes to discuss the terms of peace, and we are confident that the discussion will 
result in success to the arms of our Allies as much aa to our own. (Cheers). When the peace programme will 

be discussed, I hope in that programme will be included the question of India's industrial and commercial 
prosperity. (Cheers.). To me it appears that the question of India's industrial and ~,Q~mercial prosperity 
involves the question of economics and, therefore, I say that those who have studied the questi~n of politic.l 
ec:onomy and who are well conversant with that gt·eat work of Adam Smith-the 'Wealth of Nati'JIls'-will 
rememher what important suggestions are made in that book. I will read a passage from that ,,,, ... k for y,:'"r 
information. 

Gentlemen, the essence of the passage is that national treaties should embo,ly some snch clau_ ... , til" 
"favoured nations clauses." Gentlemen, I will not tell you how that particular 1Il",1. of pro<:,-,Iur" i. to be 
adopted, but this Congress urges and lIlost respectfully recommends that there lIlay be sOllle such pro\·i.ioll for 
the representation of Indian interests made when opportunities present them..alve3 amI wh~u the terms of 
peace lore settled. With these ,vords, gentlemen, I h",·e great pleasUl·e in seconding thil .. ,.es"lutioll. Insist 011 

having clauses like the" most favoured nations' clanses" in the torms of peace, because economist. I!lwe given 
their """I of appro,"al to those clauses. With these wor.ls I heg to rel!UlIle my seat. (Lond chee",.) 

(The HOIl. Mr. Lalubhai's speech follows.) 
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The Hon. Mr. Lalubhai Samaidas supported the resolution with the following speech:"":' 

Mr •. President, and friends, this resolution has been put before you by my friend, Mr. Ward~n,. and haS' 
been ably seconded by my friend, Dr. Daruwalla. I only have a few words to add. This resolution i§ in the 
nature of a corollary of the resolution that was accepted in the Viceregal Council on the proposal, 80 ably 
moved by the Hon. Mr. Salli. (Cheers.) Mr. Safli asked that our country's interests should be represented on 
the federated Council where all the Colonies will be represented. (Hear, 'liear.) That was the question regarding 
th~ representetion of Indian intereste in the Imperial Conference. Here we merely say that if India is to be 
represented in all matters before the .Imperial Conference then it is absolutely necessa.ry that her interests in 
~mmerce and manufacture should-also be represented there. We are not asking for anything more. The Sec­
retery of State does not give us any promise that he will give us representatio~ on the Conference, and the 
matter has been shelved. It is said that it has been decided by the Conference that it has laid down rules as to 
who shall be allowed representation in it, and unless the Conference amends the rules as regards permitting our 

. representatives sitting in it, the present rules do not allow our representatives to go to the Conference. We ask 
the Conference to carefully consider the rules in favour of India's representatives and allow them to be present 
in considering the negotiations that will be carried on for international commercial treaties. (Cheel'S.) There 
is another thing. Gentlemen. if the Government of India does not represent our commercial and manufactu­
ring interests, then it is for us to make our voice heard and felt by Government. (Cheers). I am quite sure 
that the insititution, which has been given birth to to-day, I mean the Associated Indian Chamber of Commer­
ee, will be in a position to make its' voice hsard and felt by the Government of India, and if we make that voice 
felt by the Government of India, then representation on the Conference will be granted to UB. If our repre­
sell'tatives 801'8 present in the ~nference, when the negotiations are gOillg on, it will be a great help to the 
Indian commerce and manufacture, it will help them more than anything else can do. With. these few words 
I comlnend this resolution to your acceptance. (Loud cheers.) 

The President: Is there any other gentljlman who wishes to speak to.this resolution 1 (No reply.) I 
declare the resolution carried. 

Resolution No.5. 

Sir Vitha!das Damodher Thackersey movet! the fifth resolution as follows:-

Mr. Presidellt, alld gentlemen, the resol~tion that I have the honour to place before you runs thus :_. 

This Congl'SS8 is of opinion t1lat Government be' requested to institute a thorough Elnquiry into the 
qucstion of incidence and comparison of Railway rates and their effecte on the trade and commerce 
in the country, botll internal and foreign, with a view to give every facility to the Indian Manuw.­
turers of cheap tl'ansport throughollt the conntry, that the principle of wagon-loads, and long-lead. 
which. at present, govern the fixillg of low rates freight, prejlldicially affects the Indian indll8t.ries. 
which. ill their infant state, are unable to comply with these conditions, and than in order to pat 
Indian industries on eqnal footing with foreign ones, the lo\v rates charged for foreign goods be 
applied i6 case of Indian products, although the load or the lead may be less than the lltandard 
one required. . . 

Oent1~mell, the l"eSO!ution which I have just mo,-etI. is of great importance from t·1le point of view of 
. illllustrilli and commercial development of this country, which every olle presellt here has 80 mach at heart; 
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and you will find from: the wording of the resolution that we are requesting the Government to take steps 
to .remedy the ,evil arieing from the manner it! which the tariffs are at present fixed by the Railway CompaniAS. 
The Railways as the great distdbuting agency of the commodities are an important factor in the growth of 
Ind.ustries in every country; and they are more so, in a country like India" where the distances are vast and 
where many of our industries are in infancy. There is one thing for which we are all thankful, viz :-that most 
of the Railways in India are largely either state-own~d or are likely to be so in the near future. We are 
therefore, not in the unfortunate position of countries where the Railways are mostly private properties and 
3S such are mostly dividend-making. If our Government so wish the rates for carrying goods throughout 
the country can be fixed to the best advantage of Indian industries. But, although, our Railways are State­
owned the general principles on which they are conducted are on commercial lines with a view to give thE> 
best returns. to the shareholders; and the Government own the largest share of- capitILI invested in them. This 
has besn .admitted in the hlghest quartel'S ; and even the Chairman of the Railway Board in his speech in the 
Imperial Legislative Council on- the 1st March 1912, clearly showed on what principles the Railway 
management in India is conducted. The principle which governs the Railways in framing their tariff is to 
make the maximum profits out of the working of their lines. If lower rates are allower! for the carriage 
of some class of goods than all others, it is only from the expectation of greater volume and of earning 
ultimately more profit. Such question as the development of local industries, all for the country, hardly entered 
into theil' calculations except so far as the development may be considered by the Railway Companies as " 
source of traffic for themselves. 

But, gentlemen, to India development of industries is a much more important question than the profits on 
Railwtlys. Generally speaki~g, the number of wagon' loads and long lews govern the fixing of Jow rates of 
freight. 'Now, these are the conditions which our infant industries are not able to satisfy and, although, 
apparently Railways claim to give no preference to foreign industries, in actual practice it is the foreign. trade 
which gets the benefit of these low rates to the prejudice of Indian indmtries. What this Congress ought to 
demand from the Government is that same low rates should be charged to the product of Indian industries 
even if the distance and the loael are less than what is prescribed for imported goods. I say the word 
" imported" advisedly, because if you will go through the Railway tariff you will find that it is from a seaport 
or to a seaport that the minimum rates "re giv~n. 

. In 1912 I moved a resolution in the Imperial Legislative Council wherein I have given all the details and 
figures showing how under the present method of fixing tariffs Indian industries are placed "t a disadvantage. 
I will not detain you, gentlemen, with all those figures. But it is well-known how the Match Factories in 
India suffer by their incapacity to supply wagon loads for long leads. Gentlemen, how can you expect ao- . 
infant Mateh Factory at Ahmedabad to send out w"gon loads to thoWlllnds of miles distance? It is only 
lmported matches which ~ brought to the ports in hulks from foreign countries that can meet the conditions 
and they do get the fuTI adv"ntage of the low tariff. What we ask the Government in the interests of Indian 
industries is this -that although the factory at Ahmedabad, or lit any other place in India, may not be "bl.' " 
to supply wagon loads for long distances, the freight cn their matches should not \je charged at a higher rate 
than that charged for foreign matebes carried from Bombay or from any other port. (Hear, Hear.). . 

The same argument applies to Glass factories. You know that there are not many G1ass fr.ctories in 
India and they deserve every encouragement. I will show you how they too, suffer by the RailwllY tariffs. 

. Take the case of the Glass factory at Amballa. Allahabad is just midw"y between Amballa and Calcutta. 

. The rate from Calcutta to Allahabad is Rs. 1-9-0 pW Maund, while tbe rate between Al/ah&bad aod Amball& 
is Rs. 24-0 per Maund (laughter). The distance is about 513 miles in each case, but the goods of Indisn. 
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manufacture haye to pay 50 per cent higher rate than it is on the foreign goods; and the stereo-typed reply 
of Railway Companies Is that the traffic from Calcutta of imported gl&BS is heavier. But; gentlemen, we haye 
a right to demand that goods of Indian manufacture should' not be charged a higher rate. Such instances, can . 
be multiplied. When we are all considel'ing that Indian industries should be developed by all means in our 
power, it is time now that the Government" sh!,uld put' its foot down and insist on the Railway Companies 
to giye full facilities to Indian manufactures.' -

I remember, gentlemen, an instance which happened a few years ago. It was in connection with an impor­
tant 'Railway Company. When asked by Government why a higher rats is charged against a particular local 
industry the reply from that very1nfluential Railway Company was that "any reduction favourable to a certain 
local manufacture would kill the traffic in imported commodity from Bombay which was much against the in­
tsrests of ~ilways". (Hear, hear Rnd Laughter.). Gentlemen, here is the cat out ,of the bag. ,Irrespective of 
what happens to the Indian industries, Railway Companies want to make profit by the manipulation of tariffs. 
We ten the Railway Companies through the Government 'Never miiid what happens to the imported commodi­
ties, the Case of Indian manufacture should have the preference, and, if not preferen~, at least, no pr<;judicial 
treatment is accorded to it as against the foreign goods'. (Hear, hear). On this point Sir Frederick Laly, C.S.I" 
K. C. I. E., a very distinguished member of the Indian Civil Service (now retired) in Bombay, who knew the 
people intimately and entertained deep sympathy for them, in his hook entitled "Suggestions for the better 
governing of India" ohserves:- 'The Traffic Manager wields.an irresponsible powel' over the country com­
manded hy his Railways which should not be entrusted to any man Bnd least of all to one '!Vho rightly from his 
own point of view regards nothing but his mRBtel'l' dividend under certain \vide limits set down by Govern­
ment. By ,a slight read,iustment of rates he can and sometimes doee crush a rising home manufacturer in favo­
ur of a foroign customel·. An amended Code of Civil Procedure occupiee for days and months the w"iseet ~f the 
land, but is of less practical consequence to the people of a district than the local goods tal'iff book'. Gentle­
men, these are tile werds of an I. C. S .. (Laughter and Hear, hear.). 

The people of Broach have a long-standing complaint against the Railway Company which Bl\rves their 
port, for deliborately killing their port by manipulation of wilt: They petitioned the' Government of India 
through the Bombay Government in 1912 and the Government of' Bombay having beeu satisfied after lull 
<Inquiry tlmlUgh the Collector as to the reality of the grievances of the people of Broach strongly snpported 
their petition and recommended, that a certain Railway should be prevented from manipulating its tariff with 
the object of killing the sea-trade of Broach on grounds of equity; and Lord Sydenhsm's Government in their 
bold despatch remarked "Railways are made for India nnd not India for Railways". In these 10 words, gen­
tlemen, Lord Sydenham said everything which we want to insist on this point (Bear, hear). This Congresa 
should requeet the Government of India to make the Railways realiae that they are for the benefit of India and 
that India is not for the Railways. (Loud cheers.) With these words, gentlemen, I commend the reeo1ution 
for your acoeptance. (Cheers). -

. Mr. N. M. Muzamdar, Bar.-at-law, (Bombay). ~ded thereeo1utioD with the following speecb:_ 

Mr. President, Brother-Delogates, and gentlemen, Very few words of mine are neoessary to second ilie 
l'llllOlUtion, so ably proposed by Sir Vithaldas Thakeraey. It is proposed &om the point of view of a bnsines9 
man, by a busin_ ID8II, of business experience, (Hear, hear.). A qualification that I do not pa!II8S8. 'The few 
words that I shall eay on this subject will be more or Jese &om the theoretical point of view. I should just 
I~ke to analyse. iu a few minntes, what. are after all the fundamental principles involved in this great .ques­
tions; for, it aeems to me, it is safer and surer for U'I to take our stand on economic principles, which, after all, 
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ought to, be. the basis of all commercial and industrial relations, and which are the conditions of all industrial 
and commercial growth. We have ,got to start in this question with the principle, just enunciated by Sir 
Vithaldas that the Railways are made for the country and not the country for the railways; that railways are 
means to an. end and not an end in themselves; that railways are the means for the development of tho natural 
and human resources oJ the country, and above all, the means eliminating distance. For, it is the 'l'ailways, 
more than .any other Bingie factor, that: by cheapening the means of transport, has promoted the far-reaching 
,geographical division of labour, the large-scale production of modern times, and the industrial revolution of the 
last half-a.-century. 'Now I am not going to deny, for a moment, that a rail~ay is not economicallyadvan­
tageous to a community, unless it pays its way. But may I suggest that it is in the nature of capital invested 
and if you force it to pay artificially to-day, you do it at the expense of a larger, fuller, and a greater gain to­
mOlTOW. For, the function of a railway is to develop the resources of a country, which, when 
developed, will enable the railway to pay naturally and very well, when that development takes 
place. So that, in the interest of the railways themselves it stands to reason that they must help! in every 
pgssible way, in the economic development of the country. (Hea.r, hear). The point, however, we 
wish to emphasise to-day is the immediate question of rates, a very important question, for on rates 
the utility of the, railway depend. Now, what ought to be the basis on which rates should be 
fixed 1 Should they be fixed on the principle of the cost of service 1 If SO, on what depends the cost of 
service 1 How can you determine the cost of service accurately and exactly for every article that is carried '( 
What ought to be precisely the cost incurred by a railway in transmitting a ton of goods from one point to 
another 1 You cannot-it is an impossible task-:-you cannot determine the cost of service; and, therefore, you 
eannot fix your rates on that principle. If you' were to fix your rates on that principle, you would be driven 
to the utter absurdity of charging overwhelmiugly heavy rates on comparatively cheaper but heavier good., 
8uch as coal, In railway ,economics, you must remember, the cost per unit of traffic decreases with distance. I 
know the rates, at present, for longer distances, are proportionately lower. But how can you fix the coat of 
service accurately and exactly 1 I submit you cannot. 'The most sensible basis on which you can fix your 
rates is the principle "of charging what the traffic can bear." Equitably applied, this principle will develop 
business, which will not otherwise be developed; it will protect the public from local tyranny; it will adjust 
burdens on shoulders, which are most capable of bearing them; and, thereby, it will conduce to the fullest ntili: 
sation of the railway. Some traffic will always 'stand a heavier charge than others. Freights will have to be 
classified according to the ratable capacity of goods .. No doubt this is done to an extent. But why not carry 
this principle logically further; why not carry it to its 10gic~1 Iimi~. 1 Why fix rates, 80 that they give 
undue preference to goods going out of the country and to goods coming into the COUDtry 1 At 

, present rates are fixed as if the railways are meant for the distribution of goo<ls, coming from abroad, 
or for collecting raw material in the country and sending it outside. I ask, is it fair, is it e'luitable.l Indian 

, manufactures must 'be charged according to what they can bear. Why, I ask, do you give undue advantage 
to foreign goods, and why are local industries and enterprises put at a disadvantage 1 Sir Vithaldas just 
quoted rates for carrying glA.SS goode from UmbaUa. I say wby charge 'a ton of glass from tM factory at 
Umballa at the rate of 2-7-40 to Jubbul~ distance of 741 miles-and char~ imported cbimneys from 
Calcutta to Jubbulpore-a distance of 733 miles-the rate of Re. 0-14-1, which i~ a rate lower by :l0%? Again, 
why qharge imported BIlgar on the basis of actual weight, and Indian sugar on the, basis of wagon-load? Is this 

, 11.1) appljcation. of the principle of "charging what the traffic will bear»? Or, i. it lL deliberate preference to 
imported ar~icles? It is well known that favo1ll'8 in rates mean a fortnne, and may also kill growing 

'indu.tries. ,~ven if the Ooyernment will not gi"e preference to Indian industl:ies and trade, can it not, at least, 
put the external and internal trade of the country on tile same terms, and give rair play to both I Effici.nt 
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public control of rates is, therefore, inilispeilsable under any cirCumstances; whether the .·monoPoly' ot a. ~i1way 
be qualified or absolute. What is the present system of control? The GOvernp1ent of India., in 1~91" fixed ,8. 

schedule of maximum and minimum rates divided in six classes, beyond the limits \1f which the Railw!'y 
Companies could not charge. But a scale of charges which might have been little above the cost of service 25 
years ago, may to-day, owing to the increased number of traffic unite and the better util~tion of. the capital 
invested in railways, be coneide""bly above the cost of service, and, therefore, a tax and an imposition on the 
users of the railways. 'l'he only change in the schedule was in 1910, when the special class was abolished and 
merged in the first, with a maximum of 1/3 of a pie and the minimum of 1/10 of a pie. Between the maxi­
mum and the minimum, there is eo much room for preference and discrimination. A railway cOuld charge 
for raw material and manufactured goods i/IO of a pie to or from a port, and 1/3 of a pie to or fro~ a~ 
inland town, and thus carry away the raw material and bring in manufactured goods. The Railway 
Companies thus playoff Indian industry and trade, and as long as they playoff within the maximum and the 
minimum, the Government of India will sit quiet and say" they are within their limits." Then, agnio, a 
particular commodity may be in Class 1 in one Railway, a~d in Class 2 in another. The sanction of tlie 
Railway Board, now required in the matter of classification, is only for new commodities and for changes in the 
()Iassification of tho old. 'Xho Companies can, more-over, give their own different conditions, such as .. Railway 
risk," "Owner's risk," ete., and thus give nndue preference. I shall not deal with the question of "block 
rates," how they artificially divert tho channels of trade and how they create and build up intereste at'varialloo 
with the intereste of the country. I shall not dilate on the necessity of promoting inter-provincial trade, i. e. 
the intel~lal trade of the country. If you admit its necessity, you mnst admit also the necessity of througli 
l'ates all O\V the country. At present, a journey, say, of 500 miles, spread O\'el' two different I'ailways, will 
()08t ahn08t double as much as a journey of the same milea.,ae over one single railway. We want, therefore, 
through rates all over the country. But on what basis can you calculate them! 'l'hrough rates ~ntail unifor­
mity of ntes O\'er alll'8i1ways. That means a complete control over all railways and ,all rates; for, ~ long 

118 the Companieg I\l'8 left to themselves, they will insist on their own scales, and thu., iustead of bringing 
about the googJ.'8phioal unity of the country, create obetacles here, there, and everywhere. The Railway Roard 
expl-essed a \'ery pious wish the other day, (Laughter,). In their annual Administrative Report on Indian 
Railwa) s issued recently, and printed on art paper in war time (Hear, hear and laughter,) and illustrated with 
beautiful photol,'l'dphs, thoy say:-"The Railway B::>ard ha\'e b30n giving spacial consideration to the question 
"I the assistance, which can be l~ndered by l'8i1ways in the development of indigenous industri~ by the. quota­
tion o£ £,,\'O\n,.ble rate.i f\ll' the carriage of raw material, required in manufacture, and the carriage of the finis­
hed product, They are of opinion that the conditions brought about by the war, which ha\'e placed obstacles 
in the way of tile importati\ln of foreign manufactures, render the present time exceptionally opportune for the 
~tarting of I~W enterprises and the re,;\'al of old ones. In these circumstances, it was decided to bring matters 
prominently bc{\lre the notice of railway 8,hninistrations. • A pious wish.' (Langhter,) But how can it 00 
fllUm",I, as long as the nilways are loft free to playoff Indian industries and traders by unfair discriminations 
with-in the wide latitn.ies allowed them by the maxima and minima fixed a quarter of B century ago! There 
is no appeal from the decision of a Railway Company, no appeal e\'en to the &ilWlly BoaN. Where is the 
real ""ntrol o\'er railway rates! E''en eo ardent a champion of company malll\,,,,,ment as Mr, S. C. Ghooh, 
... Imits that, "so Imlg as the mtes are quoted \vithin the maximum 8n,I the minimum limite, fixed by the 
Oo,'mnnent, the Railwny Companies can prsctically do what they like, bnt ill their OW'll interests the railways 
.10 quote speci,,1 .... t,'8 f,'1' 1\lCIli tT'l\O.Ie. Rut th"." is DO appeal against till' judgment of the milw31 .... lministr&­
liou, alld it Ct\nnot be said that their jodgJ.llent is always infallible. This positi\ln is not very satisfactm'Y 
.. ith~r from the point of "iew of the Imlit\ll Government or the Indian public,~ The S>lcretary of SlaiAl for 
Ill<li ... in this whol,· qnestion, started with a bad principle, in 1882. H. laid down that "the interference of the 
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Government would be justified c;mly in cases where Companies, under the security of a guarantee, might fix 
ratee below what would cover the COAt of transport, with a margin of profit." . But would even Guaranteed 
Compani~s do such a thing? The real danger always lies in the Companies 'charging far higher rates than 
what would cover the cost of transport with a margin of profit, and what is worse, give lower rates for e-.:port 
and import! And here, fOl: all practical purposes, ~herefore, the Secretary of State has laid down that the 
Government had no business to interfere! The only result of these inequalities, anomalies, and discriminations, 
is to restrict the utility of railways, and to limit the area of supply and distribution. But the function of 
railways is not to limit the area of supply and distribution. It is to extend it; and, as far as possible, to render 
the ~hole of the country available for the whole of its people. (Hear, hear.) If that function is to be realised, 
if the prosperity of the railways themselves is to grow, assuming lhe prosperity of business grows in this country, 
it will be realised, and it will grow, by low rather than high rates. Wherever there is a prospect of developing 
busineSs, reductions in rates will always be most beneficial. In their own interests the raiiways, by lowering 
rates, will be able to create business within the country. This is not only a matter of common sense, but the 
experience of every civilised country in the world. But, sir, the question goes deeper than indll8trial and 
commercial development alone; it affects interests wider aud larger than the economic growth of the country, 
it involve issues which touch the life of the people in many vital and deeper ways. Let us not forget that the 
primary function of railways is social. Whether it is desirable to observe purely commercial principles in their 
management or not,' I shall not discuss. But when this management is not in public hands, 
or under public control, the social and larger functions of railways will be sacrificed, and public 
good will be subordinated to private gain, be it the gain of an individual or of a Company. 
You cannot, of course, expect railway proprietors to regard their capital in any other light than that of a 
(lommercial undertaking. But it is the Government which is the gusrdian of the larger and fuller interesta 
of the country. No doubt, the Governmeut has been buying up railways. But it must realise also that the 
provision of cheap transport, above all, of fair treatment in transport, is an essential condition, not only of 
commercial progresS, but of ,social progress as well. For, railways supplement the education of the people, ex­
pand intelligence, and foster unity., The whole history of civilization is the history of the means of transport. 
The ancienj; civilisations of Iudia, China, Babylon, Egypt, grew up on river banks, where communication was 
easy. Rome was the mistress of the world, altd a great civilising force, by means of her roads and her water 
transit. The development of North America is explained by the 200,000 miles of milways. The development 
of some of the greatest indo"trie~ of mMA..., Germany is due to the low rates on the German State Rai!ways. 
The ship.building industry, for instance, owns ite growth almost entirely to the low railway rates given to the 
raw material on the German Railways. In this country too, we have to realise that all socio.l and economic 
progress and prosperity is essentially bound up with the development of the means of transport and their 
proper utilisation. For, in the words of a U.S.A. Government report, "The highways of nations are the 
me....Ill'e of th.u civilisation. Without roads there can be no society, government, IIOmmerce, or intelligence. 
In exact proportion to the ahundance and excellence of highways, and in exact proportion to the C08t of trans­
portation on those highways, are the exchanges of service between men, the communication of thought, th .. 
augmentation of wealth, the growth of comfort and the development and consolidation of the civilised state. 
The whole snbject, Sir, demands the most urgent and searchiug enquiry and adjustmeut in the interests not 
only of the iudustrial and commercial developlI!ent of the country, but of all other progress. (Cheers.) 

Mr. K. ~ubramani Aiya.r, B.A., LT., F.S.A.A., of the Accountancy Diploma BoanI, Bombay, supported 
the resolution in the following terma:-

Mr. President, Brother Delegates and Gentlemen, 
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I have great pleasure in supporting this resolution on railway rates and fares which has been proposed in 
Buch eloquent terms by one of our leading business men (Hear, Hear) and seconded by one of our apeciialiats "in 
Economics of the Government College of Commerce (Hear, Hear). It iB hardly necessary, therefore, to further 
enlarge on this subject in order to commend the resolution for your acceptance. It baa been pointed out by' the 
proposer of the reaolution that the fixing of the railway rates and farea ia not in the hands of Government but 
of the Railway Companies concerned. Our Railways are managed by different companies which have the right 
to fix their own rates, subject to certain linlitatioDS. As the limitations are fixed by Government and as the 
Railway Companies have to conforJp to the regulations laid down by Government, it must be possible for Govern­
ment to get the railway rates eo framed as to encourage the Indian producer. These rates as at present fixed 
tend to encourage the importer more than the Indian producer and fail to afford the necessary facilities for the 
tmnsport of arUcles D.'om one part of the country to another. Similar complaints have frequently been made in 
England. Eveu in England the principles on which railway rates and fares ought to be fixed have been largely 
debated and have led to the Cl'eation of two schools of apeakers holding different views on the subject. The 
problem f01' solution in England 118 well as in India is how to regulats railway rates so as to encourage the 
home producer and at the same time not to frightsn away foreign imports. We feel sure that the Associated 
Indian Chamber of Commerce, which baa this day been brought into existence, (Hear, hear) will take 
all the necessary steps for getting this problem solved by the Railway Board of the Government 'of 
India. 

Let us move the Government of India to prevail on our Railway Managemeuts to frame their rates and 
fares iu such a manner 118 w.ill encourage Indian inaustries. and at the same enable the shareholders of the 
Railway Compsnies to earn a fairly good dividend on their invested capital. We shall have to prove to the 
MtisfacUon of the Railway MBUager that it will be possible for the railways to earn handJoome profits by quot· 
ing rates favourable to the development of indigenous industries. Unless the small industries stsrted at inter­
mediate staUons are granted the benefit of through rates, it would be impossible to start industries at other 
than the terminal stations,· The other day Sir Dorab Tats advised the promoters of new industr:es to locate 
their factories in the districts whore the necessary raw materials are easily available and the necessary facilities 
exist for the particular manufacture; but if such a locality happsns to be an intermediate station for which 
through rates are not quoted bv the railways concerned, the cost of transport to the market would become 
prohibitive and would kill the new industry. As the coet of transport forms a material factor in the coet of the 
manufactured article, unfavourable railway rates will prevent the promoters of an industry from locating the 
fscioriee at the plaoe which ia for other reasons the most convenient for purpoeee of mBUufacture, lIS in that case 
they will be unable to compsts with the importers of foreign mBDufactures. 

Somo of us ought to make a special study of Railway Economics BUd Railway Organization, and we 
should in addition encourage BOme of our young men to specialies in Railway Economics before we can hope to 
com;nce Railway Mana.,"Ill'S that it will be to the interest of the shareholders of their Railway Companies to 
q\lote favo\lraWe rates for IndiBU prod\lce. Railway Economics is a special branch of Economics, requiring 
spocial study, and incI\1des Railway Finance, .Organization, Railway Transport, Railway Rates IUld Fares, 
Railway History, Railway Geognphy and Railway Administration. With a number of Indians trained in ibis 
branch of Econoinics we shall not only be able to more easily eolve this preasing jJI'Oblem about our Indian 
Railway Rates and F~ but shall also be able to supply. qualified Indians for employment as railway. 
offioer& 
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Mr .. Chedamal' further supported the resolution with a speech in Hindi as follows :-

Mr. President, Brother-Delegates, and gentlemen, I beg to offer my remarks in support of this resolution 
in Hindi for the benefit of those bf my Brother-Delegates who are here, who do not know the English language, 
and who are engaged in the commercialprofessiorl doing business the volume of which extends to several cro­
rfl!l of :rupees. (Hear, hear.) Gentlemen, you know that Government have given a guarantee to the share­
holders of railways in order to cover their loss~s, and that is a ~atter of injUBtice when, as things go, India is 
for Railways and the Railways are not for India. 'the railway rates always have a considerable effect on the 
commercial prosperity of this country. For instance,suppose I send goods to Cawnpore, and by mistake they 
go elsewhere, I have to pay nearly double the rate I had to pay for despatching them to Cawnpore, that is, if 
the rate to Cawnpore is Re. 1-13-0, I shall have to pay Rs. 2-1-0, if the goods by mistake proceed to another 
station. The railway policy is such as not calulated to encourage indigenous industries. In some cases Rail­
ways give rebates--special rebates--and that precludes· ns from making a profitable bUBiness. In the same way 
there are cases' when our goods do not reach their destination for 2 or 3 months, 01' when we do not get. wag­
gons in time. In the last case just see what our predicament is. Suppose we take our goods to a station 
which is 20 miles away from our town; then suppose the Railway will not allow us to place those goods on the 
Mtation platform at 'Railway risk;' again suppose there are no waggons available for loading the goods in 
then what are we to do 1 If we take the goods back naturally we have to spend more money. You see our 
predicament under these circumstances, and yet remember that while we do not get the waggons, there are 
waggons lying idle ('lir<'!ij) at some junction-stations! (Laughter.) It is a matter of great injustice 
that the railway rates should be such as to be of no benefit to the indigenous industrie.. of this country. 
(\Theers.) 

The President: Is there any other gentlemen wishing to speak to this resolution 1 (No reply.) I declare 
the resolution carried. 

Mr. C. Gopal Mcnon (Madras) moved the following resolution:-

Mr. Chairman, Brother-Delegates and Gen~lemen:-

The resolution which I am asked to move runs as follows:-

(a) This Conference considers that the time has arrived when some modifications, in additions to those 
which received the assent of the Indian Railway Conf~rence Association in October, IV14, should he 

introduced in Risk Note fOl'ms, B & H, and respectfnlly re'lue>;ts the Covemment "f Illdia to extend 
the liahility of the Railway Companies to loss of contents 01' of a pal't of a consigllment, e,'en 
though it is not a complete package, and also to 'robbery from a rnnning t.min.' The above objoc-t 
can he achieved by introducing the following proviso in the Risk N ott. forms, B & fl, .. ex.:ept upon 
proof that such loss, damage, miMelivery, delay, <>r detention, arOlie from wilful Ulil<Con<Iuct 011 the 
part of the Company's Her"ants, "which would bring the Indian Risk Noto f" ... n in line with the 
English Risk Note form. 

(h) This Congre~s regrets that under the powers b'l'anlerl to them hy section 72 (2)b of the IllIlian 
Ra.i\ways' Act IX of 1890, Railway Administrations ha\'e been illnisting upon the Ri"k Note fDlm 
A being signed by merchants even in cases when the packing, though sing 1o, i. perfectly BOund and 
,h'y, and is consequently of opinion that Risk Note form A .bonld not be demanded in cases wh~ 
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'wilteritsare i~· iI. thorouitlilj '~und, e:n(1'4~' co~iIiti~~, ~~~ "the, covering ?f~ 
thoroughly secure contente and prevent was~ge. . !' 

. :The 'question of Railways is' Ii. very impo~t&nt 'on~ froDiv~rio?s poi!,~ofvi~w, ~ 'Ci'6m the poJit~ 
point of view; economic point of view and the social point of vie~. This, iesqlution is a rell9lution ·of "bqsiness 
~collomii:s.:' It is on the "Railway Risk Notes." While the previouS r~soluti~ talks about ~he rates at which 
goods al'e transpol·ted from place to place, this resolution aims at cert&;iD 1Dodifications to he' made extendinr 
the liability on the part ot, the Railway Company's' for ~he coq"ey&~~ '.of g~s. , . 

.It is a reolution on. which.it is not possible for me to arouse your enthusiasm I;ly any great speech, h\\,t I 
shall explain to you in a few woras' 'what I have to My on this resolution. We, respectCully request the· 
Government of India to introduce i1~ the Ri>!k ~ote fOl'm Band H, liahility of Railway ·Companies to loes of 
contents or of a part of a consignment, even though it is not a complete package, &c., &c, For t,he attainment 
of th;' object we· are appealing to the Government of Indis to add a proviso, "except upon proof that such 
loss," damage, miedeli very, delay 01' detention arose from wilful "m~nduct on. the ·part of the Company~s 
Sel'vllllts," and which if introduced would bring the Indian Railway Risk Note form on the SlIme footing ,as 
th~'Engli.h Risk Note form. . 

Gentlemen, some explanation is req'lired from me with regard to theee Risk Note forms in order to make 
you undel'Ntand my c&se. The Risk Note form B applies to pe.rti~ular consignment of goods only. It form is 
drawn out actually on the SlIme t.erms, ·but instead of being applicB.ble to particular consignments, is intended 
for a certain period as for six months, one year and so' on. 

These Risk Note forms al'6 divided into four parts. First part appliee to rates, second e,ronemtions, 
thil'li &lCeptWn8, and fourth proviso (definitions of neglect), These Risk Note forms are well·worded and 11'9 

such, they Wel'6 meant to serve the' purpose for which they were drawn up, 'The Railway authorities would 
have never thought that difficulties which often cropped up under the clauses of Exonerations and exceptions 
would have had to be met, but the foot l'6mains that consignees of goods who often had to sue the Railway 
Companies for neglect in the conveyance of goods, were unable to establish their claims in a Court of Law on 
'lOme loophole under the second and third clauses. We are, therefOl'6, compelled to make representatiOl\S to the 
Oovermu~nt of India to alter tllese Risk Notes by such modifications as are necessary in adJition t<l these which 
Ah'6l\dy reoeh'ed the o.esent of the Jlldisn Railway Confel'6nce Association in October 1914. 

The Speaker then ellumerated a few cases that ClIme up before the High Courts of Madras. Bombay and 
Cllieutta RII,l explain"'l the difficulties and IOSA snotailled by the cargo owners on Rcconnt of thesc dcfccti\"e 
Risk Note fonus. He tthe speaker) cited a very recellt case tried in the Madras High Court with Nlgard to a 
consib'mnent of rice sen~ to Madras from an upcountry statiou and which on account of the Railway Co:s 
nagloot was allowed to rot and detel'iorate in their shed. tlle consignees not being able to estahlish a claim' against 
the Railway Company owillg to tlle Risk Note form being signed. No doubt, the consign_ sign these Risk Note 
forms I'I'liovillg the nlSpollsibility of the Railway but when it is proved that in eel,tain iIl8tan""". the loes ocCur­
I'ud ".IS t1Il'ough the lIogligence of tlte CIIl'l'iers of the good .. , the exonerations IOml I'ro,i.us of neglect should be 
,1""lt .with Mution alld care. It i>! with this oltiect that this Nlsolutioll asks ror ... Ir~ss at til. hands of the 
(1oWI'lI\llt'lIt of 11I,li,l. It may not ~>e 1"--..,.;ibI6 immc,liately to get the' pr.}\'iso which we requil,,'a,lded in the 
Hisk IIvl" form. bllt. III Illy opillioll it is all ul'l,"mt nt"-,,...,i!y, nay. an absolute p"otectiQD tbat will h" gh'en to 
''''''go owners if this OOllgl"SS can get Ih6 Railway Boord to inch.de ill the third c1au..e of the Risk XQte forln8' 
B \IlI,1 n.. I mooll lIud.r the heading of exceptiolls, tha wonls " .... ~J i".-/wlc ddHio!'(JJi.m am"!Hotifl9 ~, 
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~estructio». If thijl could be done, this Congress will undoubtedly confer a great boon on the merchants who 
have every day to consign goods under these Risk Note forms. 

We also require the Indian Risk Note form to be bronght in the same line as wit,h the English Risk Note. 
As far as 18m able to find out Rllilway·Companies ,in Englllnd compensats the CIIl'go owners for IIny damllge 
sustained to goods by detention, deterioration, loss by robbery &c. In Indill under the Risk Note form the 
Railway Compllnies lire relieved of their responsibility by detention &c. The. Railway Co.s heI'11 do not pay' 
any compensation to consignees for delay occurred in transit, nor for deterioration. It is in this direction that 
we wllnt the Indilln Risk Note form to be brought in line with the English Risk Note form. 

This resolution also asks for the use of the Risk Note form A to be IIpplied only in cases where it is ac­
tually needed. It is now the practice for the Railway Co.s to get the consignees to sign this Rilik Note forn. 
even in cases where the packagee are thoroughly sound in order to relieve the responsibility of the RailwllY hi 
CIIS8 of breo.kage, theft &eo The signing of this form is entirely left to the Railway Co.s discretion and conse­
qtiently it is extended to almost all cases. Where a package is found perfectly in good order and the~ is no 
dofect in the packing, it is absolutely necessary that the Railway Company should take their own share of Risk 
in bad handling &e. while the goods lire in transit. The request of this congress is that the Railway should 
not call for' the Risk Note form A unl~98 they .are needed to protect,the Railway Company from loss that 
might be sustllined by defective packing. 

I have .therefore very great plellSure in pntting forward this resolution Cor your acceptence and adoption: 
(Cheers.) 

Mr. Narauji HaICibhai seconded the resolution with the following speech:-

Mr. President, Brother-Delegates and gentlemen, the resolution, on the qnestion of Railway Risk Note., 
which I am aRked to second, has an importence of its own to the commercial community. The agitstion of the 
commercial community against the wording of Risk Sotes B & H, thllt frees the Railway Companies from so 
much liability, is no new one. Indeed it dates lIS fllr back 88 1888, when the Bombay Chllmber of Commerce 
consulted Me!lSr~. Craigie, Lynch & Owen, Solicitors, who gave their opinion thus:-'We would, therefore, beg 
to suggest that some amendment be made to Chapter VII of this Bill, which would prevent Railway Compani ... 
from contracting. themselves out of, the consequences of the wilful neglect or misconduct of their servants, and 
from making conttacts which would prevent them from being held liable for loss, etc., to goods nnderall circnm­
stsnces whatever.' This opinion WIIS endorsed by the Committee of the Bombay Chamber of Co'mmerce and 
wllS 'communicated to the Government of India. 1'he stste of things, apprehended at the passing of the Rail­
way Bill, bas ccn;>e to pIISS, chiefly through the Railway Risk Note Forms B & H. The Committee of the 
Indian Merchants' Chamber, in their spirited protest against these Risk Notes, so long back lIS 1910, oboerved 
th .. t these forms gave a great deal of la~itude to Railway Q:>mpauies in the matter of exemption of all liabili­
ties and that, worse than that, tlley were many a time a direct incenti ve to thefts by Railway servants That 
this statement WIIS 1I0t, lit all, an exaggerated one will be seen by the independent observation. 6f the JaIA! Mr. 
Robertson, who WIIS appointed by the Government of India to report on the Administration and working of 
Indian J;tailways, and who presented a clear and impartial report on the same. He observed that the condi­
ti<,>llS in the Indian Risk Note conld not work in the best int<lrests of the conn try. Since his report, a change 
wall effected in these Risk Note Forms, by which the Railway Administrations were made responsible Cor the 
10811 of a consignment or of one or more ccmplete pack8gee, fonniJ;'g part of a consignment, due to the n~lect of 
a RailWllY Coinpany. Even this concession, however, did not go to meet the demands of the comme1'C181 com-
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munity, for it left intact the pl'Oviso about robbery froin a running traili ud also the non-reepoDaibilit~ 
"Railway Companies for the dieappearance of the contents of a Consignment or of a part .of a package coDstitu~g\ 
consignment. This question was taken up by the first Conference of European Chambers of Commerce, held at 
Calcutta in 1905, and also time after time by u.ll the leading Representative Chambers of Commerce and com­
mercial Association!!. Now that it is taken up by this Congrsse it is te be hoped that the Government will 
make such changes as are desired by the commercial community. Gentlemen, the second part of this, Resolution 
deals with the question of Railway Risk Note Form A, which should be demanded.only when articles are tendered 
for carriage, which ars either already in a damaged condition or so-defectively packed as to be lisble to damage. 
leakage, or wastage in transit. Unfortunately, the RaHway Companies hive given their own interpretation to 
this Form, and they are insisting upon'this Form being executed, though tbepacking may be sound and there 
may be no damage pr no leakage. In fact, during certain periods, the RailWay Companies demand the execu­
tion of such a Risk Note Form by merchants in all cases where there is a single packing: You all know, 
gentlemen, that double packing will prove so expensive to merchants, the ,more 80 in articles of comparatively 
low value, that they cannot go in for it. It is, therefore, that we demand that the original wording of the 
Risk Note should be strictly adhered to and that no misleading interpretation be- given to it b1 the Railways.. 
With these words I beg to second this resolution. (Cheers.) 

Mr. Bbaskerrao Vithaldas Mehta supported the resolution with the following speeeb:-

Mr. President, Bl'Other·Delegates and gentlemen, I have very great pleasure in suPEOrting the resolution, 
which has been moved by my friend, :Mr. Menon, and seconded by my friend, :Mr. Naranji H .. ribhai. This 
resolution, sir, lIima lit ti,e modification of the two forms of Railwlly Risk Notes knows as Band H Forms. , 
This question of Railway Risk Notes is a very long-standing one. It bas been pointed out to you by the p~­
vious speakers that the Bombay Chamber of Commerce had consuited, many years ago, their Solicitors, Messrs. 
Craigie, Lyncll and Owen, I think that was in 1888. In view of the expression of those legal gentlemen; the 
Railway Companies are not acting properly in demanding Risk Notes of a particular forni, shice the expres.. 
sion of that opinion, you will also _ the fact that no substantial modification has bean adopted by the Railway 
COtllpdllies in their Risk Notes. Under section 72 of the Indian Railway Companies' Act the Railway 
Companies have the power to limit their liability as carrieJ.'!l of goods entrusted to them by prescribing certain 
f,'ron. th.t .• "" "rrl'(wA<1 of by Government. The Risk Note Forms Band H are prescribe<!. by Reilw",y Com­
pauies, actiug as they do in accordance with the power granted to tI,em under section 72 of the 'Indian Railway 
Com(l6nies' Act. No doubt, modifications have, n'Om time to time, been introduced by Railway Companies 
into the Risk Notes, and BOme of these modifications were agreed to at the Conference of the Indian Railway 
Assooi .. tiou ill Octobsr, 1914, but those modificatious refer only to the cases of I~ of contents of a complete 
pack...,"!), forming part of a cou";gumellt. Thestl alte> ... tioll8 or modifications, however, do not 800m to be ade­
'Iuate. It is, therefore, further proposed by tbis resolution that this Congrsse ehould request the Go,'emment 
of Iudia to extend the liability of Railway Companies to losses of contents or of parts of a consignment, eveD 
though it is not a complete package. Sir, I also wish to draw the attention of this Congress to this fact that 
.. lthough the modificatbns were agreed to by th~ Railway Administration Conference, they were useless in 
,·fillet, hecauee, the good elfuct of the modificatiuns was nullified by the insertion of this clause, which absolves 
the Railway Companies from any liability for a IllSfI doe to robbery in a running train.. Tberefore; this resolu­
tion propoees the deletion, fro~ the Railway Risk Note ,Form, of the proviso exonerating the Railway Compa­
lIies from the risk of making good tbe 1068 resultiDg from robbery in a running train. Then, gentlemen, it ia 
jutended to bring 'the In,1isn Risk Note Forms into line with the English Forms. in that the lalla' 
do not ha,.. the proviso of exoneration of tho Railway Companiee &om kaM which. iB 



. REPORT 01' 

this resolution,. we ask' .the Indian Railway .. Companies . to undertake. If you' turn 'yoUt 
,attention to some of the decided cases in India, you will 'find" for instance, that Railway 
Companies are absolved from liability for any losses whatsoever, even though the losses be due to the wilful 
neglect of the Railway officials. This is an anomalous position. It ought to be removed by the effecting of 
thll modification, which we suggest in this resoilltion. l.'here is one more thing to which I wish to dtaw YOUf 
!'ttention: You know that Railway Companies issue two kinds of Risk Notes and charge two kinds of r .. te~, 
'38, for instance, when they carry goods at their own risk or at the owner's risk. I say they ought to charge a 
specially reduced rate when they carry goods at the owner's risk. Naturally, there should be some differenM 
between the two rates, but, I may tell you, and you will be surprised to learn, that, in view of the Risk Note 
Form B, when the goods are consigned at the owner's risk or at the Railway risk, there is no considerable dif· 
ference in the rates charged for the two separate risks, The attention of the Viceregal Copncil was drawn to 
this fact, in 1912, by Sir Vithaldas Thakersey (Hear, hear.). 

Gentlemen, naturally enough, we expect the Railway Companies ought to charge a little higher when they 
earry goods at their own risk, but, surely, to charge 120% is not reasonable. Let us, then propose to request 
the Government to urge on the Railway.Companies to modify their Risk Notes as sugge8ted in this resolution. 
(Cheers.) With these words I have great p\e&Ilure to support this resolution. (Cheers,) 

BOMBAY, BARODA AND CENTRAL INDIA RAILWAY. 

, RISK NOTE FORM H. 

Approved by tke Governor-General in Cauncil under Secti(m 72 (2) (b) of the 17'I<1i<Ln 

Railway8 Act IX of 189O.} 

(To be us<-'<i as an alternative Risk Note Form B, when a sender desires to enter into a general agreement 
instead of executing a separate Risk Note fo~ each consignment.) 

STATION. 

_. __ 19 

WUEllE.l.S an consignments of goods or animals for which the Bombay, Baroda & Central l",lia Railway 
Administmtion quotes both Owner's risk or special rednced rates and Railway ri.,k 01' Ol',linary rate~ are 

(unless .h shall have entered into a special contract in relation to any particular consignment) despatche<1 by 

To at ~ own risk and are charged for by the Bombay, Beroda & Central India Railway A,\ministration 

at special reduced or Owner's risk rates, iDRtead of at ordinary tariff or Railway risk rate •• ;1;,. the undersign",l, 

in consideration of such consignments being charged for at the special rednced or awn.r· •• isk rat"". .In he,,:by 
a""ee and undertake to hold the Bombay, Baroda and Central Innia Railway 'A,,]milliHtration a",1 all other 

o I'· 
Railway Administrations working in connection therewith. Bud also .. n other tmnsport ag"uts ,.r carrIers 
employed by .them respecti,'ely, over whose Railways or hy or through whose tmnsport 8gellc), or agencies tho 
!</lid goods or animals may he carried in transit from~ __. ~ .. ~~ station to ' RtatJon 
harmle.'18 and free from all responsibility for any ]os.~, destruction, or deterioration of,:,!" <l1L11I"1,;6 to' all Or any 
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,f !loch consignments from any cause w:hatever except for the loss Of a complets consilrllment 01' of one or mo~; 

omplets packages forming pllrt of 0. consignment, due either to the wilful neglect of the Railway Administration, 

>1' to theft by or to the wilful neglect of its servants; transport agents or carriers employed by them before, 

luring and after transit over the said Railway or other Railway lines working iIi connectiQn therewith or by 
,ny other transport agency or agencies employed by them respectively for carriage of the whole 01' any part 01' 

he said consignments: provided the term "wilful neglect" be not held to inclnde fire, robbery from a running 
rain or any unforeseen event or accident. 

WITNESS. 

(Signature) ____________ _ 

(ReRidence )_ .. _---------

WITNESS. 

. (Signature) __________ _ 

(Residence ) ___________ _ 

Signature of sender _________ ,.-_~ 

{

Father's Name 
Rank of 

Ca.ste ______ Age, ____ _ 

Pl'Ofession, ____ ~ _____ ~ ___ _ 

Residence, ______________ _ 

Note.-'l'he above form is, for the convenience of the public, translated into the vernacular, but the form 

in En:.;lish is the authoritative form and the Railway Administration accepts no i'esponsibility for the correct­

ness of the vernacuhn' translation. 
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{O'I~iIi ciitl ~0'I'i{ llilll omIl t 'It l'I;iji Il;:l{ ~EI'f~ 't"iiji ~ ~~ iI:R' oil 'iI~llt 8f1l"I'r \ eil{ v VIr "'" ~<'J iff 
,,11ft ;JQ~I oiti '"' il;;nlt iii ~~ f.t!f'li ;Q () lira .) ~" ei\{ Qi( 8f~lfI;ra, V f,\~ VII8 ;;ni[iI 'R"!I f.r~ ~ 
• ~ ~ 'ilT'l{.m: iff ~\<flt ~ 8fiRRtfCl' 8ffiJ "IO'Iat ~O'Iitq{ 'I<'IV "".1 if' oil~ 8l{!; ~ \il) ~ ~ iff • " VIm 
'!lit(. 
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BOMBAY, BARODA & CENTRAL INDIA RAILWAY. 
RISK NOTE, FORM B. 

Al'l't'Otied by the Gowrtlor-Gmeral in Cooncil utlder &dian 73 (9) (b) oftha Indian 

Railtt"ys .4001, IX of 1890.) 

~To be ll8tl<i when the sender elects to deopatch at a • Special Red~I" or "Owner Risk" rate articles or animala 
foI.. wbich an alternative "Ordinary" 01'" Risk acceptance" rate is quutOO in the tariff.) -

___________ S,TATIOIl'. 

_--'-<--______ 191 • 

Wm:mtAS the oon.igument of _____________________ _ 

I<ludlll'&l. by 'i.:, as p"1' Forwardiug Order No. of this date, for despatch by I.he Bombay 

!3.\ro<la au,! Contl.-al Iu,li" RailWllY Adruinisttstion or their transpo.-t agents or carriers to __ -----
___________ station, and for which :. have recei",d Railway Receipt 1"0. __ _ 
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of same date, is charged at a special reduced rate instead of at the ordinary tariff rate chargeable for such 

consignment, ;!. the undersigned, do in consideration of such lower charge, agree and undertake to hold the 

said Railway Administ~ation and other Railway Administrations working in connection therewitb, and also all 
other transport agents or can'iers employed by them respectively, over whose Railways or by or through whose 
transport agency or agencies the said goods 'or animals may be carried in transit from _______ _ 
___________ "'station to station harmless and free from all 
responsibility for any loss, destination, or deterioration of, or damage to, the said conslgnment, from any cause 
whatever except for the loss of complete consignment or of one or more complete packages forming part of a 

consignment dne either to the wilful neglect of the Railway Administration. or to theft by or to the wilful 

neglect of its servants, transport agenta or carriers employed by them before, during and after transit o\'er the 
said Railway or other Railway lines working in connection therewith or by any othor transport agency or 
agencies employed by them respectively, for the carriage of the whole or any part of the said consignment: 
p,'ovided the term "wilful neglect" be not held to include fire, robbery from a running train or any other 
unforeseen event or, accident, 

WITNESS. Sig!18ture of Sender ________ _ 

(Signature), __________ _ (Father's Name. ______ _ 

(Residence), ____ ---'-______ ~ LC88te ______ .Age __ 

Profession. ______ _ 

(Siguature), ________ _ Resiuence, ____ ----------
(Reaidence) __________ _ 

Note,-The above form is, ,for the convenience of the public, translated into the vernacular, but the form in 
English is the authoritative form and the Railway Administration accepts no responsibility for the correctness 
of the vernacular transl"tion. • 

..... ..... ~ _r n 
Vi~l~l :vt .. ~ ~Ga tJ"~l?ll 

" G;it'Utl\$I~'lot'l ~8'l rtli<ll Vi. 
["(~~<lw{\ "a'l<ll "1,,~, ~<I t~"'. <II'" >{\.fi "a>t IS'" «) ("I) lj'Y"I '1'1<<1, 'Y<I<a b<l ;1'<I:tll~ '1~·' ;"~I.J 

( ...... <l3.i1 "'I'I<lI"'<lI'I"I~ >tiJ: ~I~~>ti "~I~I'!l!j" "'1'1<11 ""a~<l1 <.i"l>t~I".' a'\J-;~L iiiL'! ct ~/<I~I "'1'1'11 ~'<lI'I~1 
""ll~ "'LI>L" ." "'1'1'11 "~«.n<lL <.i"l>t<ll" H ;:ma'll:!, >lLoa<lL< ~",n ,!~'. ~" <'IL~ 'II'!'''!L';;!.) 
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~1l1 it'll'll tl~~'11'!:l1\,(1~1IJ ~~:t "I~it "Il'!:l :b!l~l ~, ~i:!l ~ ... ~, a :b!l~l ~,'11 "I~Ellll~ '!:I~~~ ~E\~ ;;UC>tr.t~<1.~~I'l.(\ <lttl 

a:a '!:It'it ~WIE\i "I1Rt' '" <!tt"li ~EI'I :b!~C>tr.t~<1.~~I:tl;a ~EI'I:b!r\u~, <lttl alii?! ~>t <l'iii~l lIlEl Ell'l.ElIJ<.! n'lIU 

'" :b!ov,ll "'Itt'll Eltl OV'lI<l.(\ lIlEl Ell'l <-ItlRt n'll~ :b!ov'<{\ "'Itt'll :b!ov'<{\:b!l~ "'Itt'll lIl,~a <!~,~ lIlEl "'Itt'll 

OV'lI'l'1 ~l~l:t~ ~~l:t "'<li Eltl IY'Illli "'11'1 a ~EI'<\ :b!~C>tr.t~<1.~~I'l~ <lttl :b!~C>tr.t. 
~<1.'~I~I~ <lttl :b!ov,ll:t "'Itt'll Eltl IY'II<l:b!I:t, :b!& "'Il~' &'<!ltl'l'i:t'<1. "'Itt'll :b!&l~ ~''lIW'l>t'G~1 <111'1 i?;l'l :b!'Ii :b!& 

"'Itt'! I '!'otl~ "'Il"li ;n~, 'lI~'~ 'EI'<\ ElIf'l'H~ "'Itt'!l a.(\ '!:Ilit ~WI~. uIIl!:1 'EI'I Ell!l:tl '1,~ Ela OY'lllli :011'1 a. 

'1i?;Ell a ~,C>t'll'l "'Itt'!l «II, 'lilA, 'lI~,~ 'EI'I :b!~C>tr.t~t'.u'l.(\ oi!~'l<'!& '1~E\<l~ <.(Ii:! "'Itt'!l a~ ,1'iiiElI :tl&~l:b!, 
lIlEl Ell'! ElIJ<.! &,'11,1 :b!oy'll:b! "'Itt'l\ Eltl IY'Im:b!l:b! ~l~ .''11~ "'Itt'!l all.(\. '1!~'!l.<'!& 'I~EI<l~, 'iiil'!!tl Rt'l, 

"'111'11 '!:I~\~ "'Il'ii' h''!:Iltl'l>t'G "'Itt'!L a~l.lllr <IIl'L d' OY'!1 lI~ alii?! "'I~.>t <l'iii~ u{\l!:1 lill) lIlEl ElL'I ElIJ<.! n'll~ 
:b!OY'<{\ "'Itt'!l :b!oy'<{\:b!l~ :b!& "'Il'ii' f'llltl'l>t'G "'I1I'!1 :b!&l~ &',:Utl'l>t't~l <IIl'L i?;1'I :b!'!i :b!& "'Itt'!l '!\,(l' "'Il"li 

;nov 'iiil'litl Rt'l a rtl'!l'l'll u{\Rt lllSllllJ ~L'IIJ'lI', a &''!:Iltl'l>t't 'iiil'!ltl oy~ "'Iit'!l '11~1 '11ll~ "'Itt'!l "I'ljl IY~' 

"'\II,!1 a~ ~HIl'I tt~ ai, a~ 'Ill (;\,tl't <llli '!:Iliun IY"II"lil~'1i~ li&<l '11lJ'Ild ~>t o{\~ '!:II!! noll" &''I,EI &~~ ~>J\ 
-~ . <llli 'IIi! ElIJ~ 1A>i\ '111J "'1!W<'l<'I& 'L~E\<l" >lI ~l"'tl'li ivtl'L';jl "IlEtdl <1.~'1l1l~ ~l~';jl "'Itt'!l .;uRt ~ltl "'I'<!\,(I'EI 

"1'11'1 "'I1I'!1 "'I&'!:I'II<l:t1 '!:IlIl'!:l '11'1 ~ :b!'1 'tIl(ov<i '1"r. 

('!:II!!) 

( 'iIi'!I~' 'hl~) 

('tit{!) 

('~'Il~'l&l~') 

• >t!&EI'Il<.n ,'tII!!----------

\,('\:tl--------------

.n'l.-ial~l..fi 'tI'I'!~ '1~, (\\'1EU '1li'lI~1 ?!-.'ldl'li <l'<1'i:tl n~l ~, '1,<! "'I'~l!:1 '1li~1 ~ lI'11i?! '1li:t1 ~, "I~ 
?!ov,ldl <l,<1>t1 "1'1 i?;l'll "Il~ 'EI'I :b!~r'l(;\'<t~M lltl ~a OY'll"lm '1~. 

Mr. Nathmalji Choradia (Han: Secretary of the Marwari Chamber of Commerce, Bombay) still further 
8upportW. the l'eSOlution as follows with a speech in Hinili:-

Han, Chairman, Brothe~ThlleguttlS and gentlemen, I had not the least idea, when I came here, that my 
hwuhle son'ices would be requisitioued, this afternoon, to support this resolution, which has heen ably moved, 
seoolldod aud supported by my predecessors in speech, I am, consequently, not prepared with a set speech. 
Quite unprepared as I am to make a speech, I naturally stand before you to address you a few words with 
great h6tlitatioo, Well, b"lntlemen, notwithstanding that I have, indeed, very great pleasure in supporting 
!J,is resolution, which deals with a subject which seems to me to be particularly interesting to the commercial 
oommullity only, an.! it i8al\ tlle more especially interesting to my bNtilreo (Hear, hcar,) who take a leading 
part in the a!li.il's of the commercial world in. this couotry-I mean the Marwadis, the Kathiawadis anJ the 
Gujarnthis, and, .!""'king as I do on their behalf, I hope yon will excuse me if I represent their views to tJ.is 
Congr(\.<8 ill Hilldi, 

G<lnt.lemen, when we consil..'1l goods to ,mother station through the Gooois Thlpartment, what happens! 
'fhe Raihmy Risk Form B is placOO before w..,.d WI! are asked to sign it without explaining what it means. 
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We, quietly sign it, imd we realise the importance of our signature when some tx:ouble arises with regard to the 
goods. Then we realise that' our signature has killed us. Railway Risk For~·B is in force for six mO'llths, 
and under it the Railway Company is free from all risks and responsibilities. Now,1 ask why should the 
Railway Company not be liable if any wrong happens to our goods handed to it for transport from One station 

. to another 1 Have we not paid the full tariff for the goods! If we have, then the Company ought to be 
held liable for all damage or loss while taking the goods frem one place to another. It is nothing short of 
injustice to ~bsolve the Company from all risks and to throw the ,risks on the consignor. (Hear, heat.) 
There is another grievance of ours against the Railway Companies. Suppose we send 10,000 or 20,000 bags of 

something, and if in transit the sewing of the bags is undone ( ~ <l'!: ;m) the Railway Company declines to 
p~y for the loss incurred thereby, in case the Risk Note is signed by us on Form H. Under that Note 
whatever loss we sustain has to be borne by us. . Having regard to the freedom from all liabilities enjoyed by 
the Railway Companies, in respect of goods consigned to them for carriage from one place to IInother, the 
Bombay Chamber of' Commerce consulted their Solicitors, Messrs. Craigie, Lynch and Owen, in 1888, and, 
on thei!.' advice, made a representation to Government, for the amendment of the Indian Railway Companies' 
Act, which amendment has not taken place until now. Hence, this Congress passes this resolution, with your 
help now, w1th a view to suggest to Government to make the neceasary amendment in the said Act. In this 
Congress assembled we pray to Government to comply with our demand in {his matter for the commercial 
development of the country in general. tHear, hear.) We appeal to Government to help the" indigenous· 
industries and commerce by making the aforesaid amendment. It is an appeal on behalf of the puny merchants 

who find themselves confronted with mighty and powerful (~ \1:) foreign competitors. (Hear, hear and 
laughter.) qentlemen, the funny thing is that when we take goods to the Railway station for forwarding them 
to other stations we are presented with a Risk Note which we are asked to sign. Very well; as it is in English 
with a translation printed in unintelligible type and hard to understand we ask ' What does it meant' and we 
are simply told' the vernacular translation is on the back' Then we, say 'Yes, it is, but what does it mean? 

'Then the reply is, that they are not for this duty (~'lill!' i6r.rit ~ ~ ~ i).' Now, fancy, and no 
explanation is vouchsafed to us for the asking. Under these circumstances, if we decline to sign the Note, our 
goods stand the chance 6f lying on the platform unattended to. 'l'he risk to us then is not only of the goods 
not being despatched, but of their being spoiled by rain or other kind of atmospheric effect, 80 that, if we 
sign the Note we stand the risk of having to beat the 1088 in transit, and if we do not sign the Note, we 
have to stan,lthe risk of tile goods being ~maged by inclement weather and things of that sort, in other 
words, we are cut both ways by reason of the peculiar nature of the Railway Risk Notes (Laughter.) Now, 
"I wi!! refer to another kind of trouble to which our goods are subjected. Often times our gOods have to 
travel by railways, that have two different systems of ~acks-the full gauge and the metre gauge. For 
instance between Rutlam and Ahmedabad there is a full ga~ge railway and between Ahmedabad and Kadi 
Prant there is a metre gauge railway: Consequently, goods sent by one kind of· track, that is, say in small 
carriages or waggons have got to be transferred to larger waggons and vice versa is the case when goods 
go first. by the larger waggons and by the broad gauge route. At Ahmedabad the transference takes plac& 
from the larger waggons to the smaller ones and vice ver8a, because they travel by (~1 ~ 61R ~ ~ 

the big and sm~1I tracks. In the course of these transhipmenta the goods, until they are reloaded, suffer not. 
inconsiderably. Local influence is a matter of great necessity and importance in inducing station authorities 
to protect our goods in the station yard. Then tarpaulins are freely supplied and goods completely protected. 
Gentlemen, 1 cannot find words to express in a short time how much loss we suffer by reason of having to 
sign the Risk Notes before onr goods are taken charge of by the Railway. Not appreciating the responsibility 

we undertake by signing the Risk Notes we sign them and we take care beforehand to examine the (~) 
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seams of thd bags, and yet we are made to suffer on the plea that our bags were old or rotten! At SJflall 
I~tions, where there is a very heavy traffic of food stuffs, cereale, groceries and cotton, our goode have to lie 
)uteide the stations for 8 or 10 days; our turn does not come and our goods are not loaded in the waggons. 
Fifteen days is not an uncommon period during whi~h our goode are allowed to lie outside the statio,!s in 
;he monsoon awaiting shipment. Just imagine the .condition of the goode thus lying idle. Pigeons 

:~ '!i1ft1;}) tear up the bags. (Laughter,) and the contents get rotten. It- is Ollr experience that it is 
lometimes better to send cotton by carte because it reaches the destinlLtion sooner than when sent by train. 

:Laughter.) That is the reason why we' call the train' a (!;!IIT tJTlI1, ~ru ~) plodding trundling vehi!lle, 
:Lau~hter.) It is said that the Railways are for India, but it is a puzzle to me if India is not for the Railways 
,Laughter.) 'fhe previous speakers on this resolution have explained to y~u how we Indian merchante are 
Jut both ways on one side by the anomalous railway rates and -on the other by the exacting Risk Notes.' WI!> 
lIIve, therefore, t.o see the Improvement of the situotion both ways. (Hear, hear.) Until we succeed in S()' 

ioing we must continue suffering from this dual DlIIlady. Then. gsntleme';, there is no much (m:r.I<r) trickery 
lD the station. To say the truth, I would not so much care for the loss of my goods 118 the waste of time 
~hat is devolved on me by the conduct of the railway people. One would be very near to the brink of 
Imnkrnptcy through the attitude of the railway people. I hope you will pass this resolution with acclaDllltion 
IUd I aleo hope that the Associated Indian Chamber of Commerce will spare no physical, ~ental or ~uniary 

itrain (tI'I, 'A. '<-') to bring the DlIItter referred to in this resolution to a head once and for all in order to see 
iliat our Railway grievances are put an end to. If they are removed, this. resolution will not 'have heen 
moved in vain (Cheers). The President: Is there any other gentlemen wishing to speak to this resolution. "(:No 
reply.) I declare the resolution carried. - -

Resolution VII. 

Prof. N. D. Daru moved the seventh resolution 118 follows:--

I wish to crave your indulgence to Iisten.to my address which, for want of eloquence I am going to 
read (lut The resolutions, that you have already passed. are very very tame, in contrast with the resolution 
!.hat I have in hand. If commercially the country is not directly interested in the subj&et dealt with this 
reeolution, it is certaillly indirootJy interested. Well-irrigation is the subject- which is of vital interest to 
!.his country. (Ch&erB.) The resolution which is entrusted to me runs thus:-

This Congress urges on the attention of Government the desirability of etimulating and extendiOg well-
irrigation, where it may prove most economical and profitable to the cultivators. . 

Some of my friende ask&d me this morning, before i attended this Congress what well-irrigation could 
possibly hln'll to do with this Congress. Well, my answer was this:--' Anything that tende in any way to 
illcrease the welfare and prosperity of the ryot must also tend ultiDllltely to increase the comme~ and 
economiCl\I interests of the country. (Cheers.) From tllIIt poiot of view this subjoot is of vital importance to 
this Congress. In regard to this subject we say tllIIt Government should on all occasions adopt a policy that 
will conduce to the increase of the welfare of the peasantry. (Ch&erB.) The policy should be such as to bring 
grist to the mill of the cultivator in every conceh-able 1I"8y. It frequently happens tllIIt our Administrators 
01'8 confronted with a number of problema. some of which loom in their eyes more largely than others at any 
l-ate, they occupy their miods more than others. If yoo take into consideration the qO&Btion of irrigation and 
if you look to the history of the agitation in that behalf yoo will find tllIIt there has b&so always a contest 
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b.tween irrigation and railway. .Government have even up to now been thinking that railways are the best 
means of encouraging people in regard-to the prosperity of their country. Railways are always stated to be 
the roea'ns for promoting the progreBB of this country, and well-irrigation has always occupied the back ground. 
That being the case, it is not surprising that we have got to quarrel now and then with one of ,the best conduc­
ted Governments we have_ In tI.l§ 'connection we have to remember that there are certain tracts of the country 
where canal irrigation 'is the b~st po~ible thing. On the other hand, it is also unquestionable that 
there are large tracts, where canal irrigation would be absolutely unprofitable and unworkable. 
There are some t'racts where it ,js impoBBible for you to construct canals, and ~here are certain 
tracta where if it is possible to construct canals, it would be impoBBible to get water. In some tracts 
,you can get water for some time in the year' only. In some of these latter tracts it is not suitable, on 
'account of their geographical situation, to -impound water when it is ,available. Under these circumstances, 
the only thing we can do is to fall back on the primeval method or well-irrigation. It is not ncce8Sary 
for me sir, to recapitulate the argument that in ce.·tain areas you must have well-irrigation. There 
are certain areas where you cannot have 'anything hut well-irrigation. Government annually speud cel,tain 
money on irrigation and they also say :-' Although you people ask for more grants and increased grants for 
irrigation, we find that we have not even been able to spend all the allotments that were made in the Budget 
for the purpose of irrigation; on the other hand, when there are large projects-large canal projects-costly 
projects-before us, we have not got money;' on the other hand, gentlemen, we tind that for railways tbere are 
increased grants from year to year made by Government. Hence, we want to urge it on Government that 
they shonld spend on irrigation all the available money; that what is allotted sbould be wholly spent and that 
if there are no allotments, there should be allotments made. These allotments shonld be made available Cur 
people to extend well-irrigation and people shonld be encouraged and stimulated to extend well-irrigation. In 
the case of developing well-irrigation yon must have a comprehensive survey made of the underground water 
how it moves underground, what quantity of it is available, and what is the quality of it. These 
questions have to be discuBBed for each area. Yon will remember that the conditions of areas covered by the 
great tracta in the Deccan are very different from those in the alluvial .ue!\s in Gujarat_ It may be possible to 
make 2 divisions of areas north and south of the Nerbudda. For the examination of different ground. you 
wonld require the services of expert persons and geologists. In' order to prove the neceBSity of having geologists 
for this purpose, I will give you one or two instances. At one place a well W/19 dng to a very great depth. 
Something like Ea. 1,500 were spent in building it. Subsequently it was found that all that money was 
wasted_ New, if a geologist was called in time-if he was called at the very beginning, the money would haye 
been saved which was spent in building the well. He would have said it was not advisable to dig a well on 
that spot and that it would be foolish to spend money in building tliat well On the other hand, there was a 
place not far from Baroda where a copious supply of water was first obtained beCore the wuIl was dug ~ there. 
Sometimes it so happens that what water is first obtained runs down and then you have to sink the well deeper. 
So that, yon must have a survey matIe beforehand to ascertain the underground conditions 8B regard. water­
supply. It is, of cOUl;';e, quite plain that neither a single ryot nor a single Zaminda.· can possibly evel' under­
take a survey like that, becaUSt' surveys of large and wide tracts can only be successfully taken up by GO\'ern­
ment on account of their cost. Apart from that Government have not only got certain other functions to 
perform with regard to well-irrigation, viz" where new wells are to be sunk, OOl'emment have gO& to point out 
to people where water is sufficient nnderground and to what extent but they ought ,to help people with money, 
if neceSBllry, in building the wells. We can, at least, say tha& Government being inlAlrested in the we!faro of 
their ryots, they must, to a certain extent, make some sacrifices for potting the ryota on their legs_ 

. {Hear, hear.}. If a well is going to cost Rs, 100/- for construction, there i. no reason why Government 
should not contribute something like Ea. 50/- for the cost of digging that well. Suppose, in eertain conditions 
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lhere is failure of water in the place where water was expected, in such a case Government should bear & 

~ortion of expenses connected with toe building of the well. There' is anQther duty that Government have to 
perform and that is that they being in power and authority over people of the country they have the capacity' 
to govern between man and man. They are also the ultimate landlord of the country. and, therefore, they 
have to take care that the tenants are not compelled to pay the penalty of paying the highest revenue to the 
immediate landlord. During the last decade. of the preceding century in this Presidency, there has been an 
increase of 45% in the assessment on irrigation. In the Madras Presidency the practice is to exempt people 
from any enhancement due to the improvements effected by the ryots, whereas in-the United Province the 
practice is the other way. 'I'here there IS an increase of 15% on improvements effected by the ryots. You see 
there is a great differenee between 45% and 15%. In conclusion I say that it is very reasonable to hope that 
Government will gi ve tlie people of this country the assurance that the ryots W;ill not be punished for their 
forethought. (H'ear, hoor.) I do not think, gentlemen, I have got anything more to say on this resolution. I, 
'will. therefore, move it for your acceptance: (Ch~ers.) 

I 

Mr. S. S. Mehta (Bombay) seconded the resolution in the fa'llowing terms:-

MI'. President, Brother-delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen:...". 

To inorease the number of wells for the protection and improvement of agriculture by gradually extending 
i\'rigation work from place to place. Government should defray the whole amount of costs for extending well­
irrigation all over the land; or in places like Kathiawad and Gujrat, the Native States, should pay the entiN 
expenees of providing wells for the purpose of improving' the crop and safeguarding against dearth and 
drought. 

In order to finanee well-irrigation schemes Co-operative Societies should be formed with' shal"e·caitpe.I. 
and half the amount at least of the capital should be paid as help by Government. 

It WllS during the summer of 1901 that the Imperial Viceregal council decided upon appointing a special 
commission, to report on the Irrigation of India as a protection against famine. 'I'he practice of Irrigation 
exist.'! in India fl'om times immemorial. It.'! uLility is undoubted in I-e.pect of giving security I\gaillElt failure 
of min; and it has a twofold value:-\I) proluctive and (2) famine protective. It is needless, however, 
to go into the details of this part of the subject; but it will be considered necessary to add that the scientific 
portion tuay be lert alonG while we try to pursue tho limits of extending well-irrigation. It has been laid 
down by experts that in I'egard to welI-irrigation the quantity of water in the sub-soil can no more be 
taken lIS a llIeasUl'tl of tile possibilities of well irrib>ation than the volume of surface-ftowpassing' into the sea 

-<l!In be taken as a measure of the possibilities of irrigation by works other than wells. 

To illustrate, it bas been observed that on 90me black soils, if canal or tank irrigation can prove of no 
a.h'autage ill a year of drought, well irrigation very often pay, owing to the emaller expense of ra.ieing the 
largo qualltities of water required. . Of course for tile manufacture of rice crops, in ~act welI-irri"uation rarely 
pays 

It is easy !Jlerefore to gather that local conditions are primarily capable of putting limits upon the 
el<teusioll of well irrigl\tion. And it is easier still to note that there are positive advanta"aes of irrigation-works 
constructed by the state. For the past experience of having them in the whole of India shows that there 
hIlS been au increase in !Jle ~neral wealth and prosperity of the people from the increase in the produce of 
<lultivation <lue to irrigation iu years of normal or more than normal rain fall Secondly, the effect of irrigation 
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and of large storage of water works in increasing the humidity of the air and in raising the level of the­
.underground water supply, 'has been evident. Lastly, it is not a small boon to bs enjoyed that the horrors. 
and costs of famine are prevented or mitigated. Besides, many lives of cattle dying as the result of famine 
can be saved when a calamity on Cl"QpS to a great e.'ttent deprives cattle of their useful lives. 

In view of these and similar facts it was once proposed to build a canal from the Sabarmatti in Gujarat; 
but the scheme unfortunately fell through. The river Mahi affords a striking example of having an artesian 
well, and yet no project in connection with it has yet been taken in hand for reasons unknown to us. Thirdly, 
in the Deccan too, the Western Ghats affc.rd a suitable site for canal and other modes of storing up water. 
None of these places have bsen found to have been converted into a productive or a protective irrigation ground . 

. Confining, however, our attention to wells in particular it will not bs out of place to remark that wells 
supply water to more than 1 of the total irrigated area, and to nearly i of the total area irrigated, by pdvate 
works. The following figures will speak for tbem"6lve..:-

In the Bombay Presidency 254,000 permanent wells were used for irrigation; and the gross area irrigated 
wlJ.s 650,000; thus the average area per well is 2'6: In the Punjab it is 10'7. In M~dras it is 3'2; in the 
U. P., it is 4'3; in the C. P. it is 1'4 . 

. If the cost of well irrigation has bsen put forth 8S heavy .the protection it affords during years of 
drought, is sufficient for the pUrpose of making ample amends for the cost. Well-irrigation has bsen shown 
to vary with the physical conditions of a place, but be it remembered that there is no province in the whole 
of India in which irrigation might not bs largely extended and with due ailvautage. 

But what is felt as an urgent need mo"" than in any other place, is tbe scarcity of wells in our Presidency. 
Wells are needed here ~or two main purposes: for (1) increase of production, for the support of a dense 
population; (2) the supplying of an efficient means of protection of agriculture during the years of drought 
and recurring droughts. In such places, again, it is impossible to take canals. To increase the numbsr of 
wells is not only a desideratum, but an inevitable factor in the liue of cultivation. The labour of cultivation 
is itself high and the culti,-ator cannot afford to irrigate the land. The work deserves to be undertaken in 
~arious places of Gujarat, Kathiawar and others on the principle of the popnlar system of co-operative 
eocieties. 

Well irrigation iuvoh'es a smaller investmeut of Capital but the local Government should undertake to 
make wells without levying any tax as a return for the expenses incurred. The Nati ,'e States of Baroda. 
and Gwalior have tried to pro\-ide wells on a small.scale at their own expenses. Famin~s repeated ha,-e not 
yet taught a Bcunalesson to the l'ulers of the Nath-e States in our Presidency to synipathise with the defecte 
of agriculture and to take measures for the protection of the people against drought. The cultivator is too 
poor to afford the cost-the capital cost of wells-and though labour may be supposed to bs cheap in the hands 

, of the cultivator, still state.help is alone io be considered as an invaluable factor in the provision of wells 
in the land which they own under eome right and privilege which the Native States enjoy. Native States 
being nearer the homes of cultivators, they ought to disperse wells over their own tracts, and the Bdtish 
Government to do the gradual work of constructing them in different parts of the" country over wbich they 
holJ a direct sway. 

The Btl'ong sympathy, moroo"er, of the people for having wells in their own homes and agricultural plots 
and the religious fen'our they have in their hearts, both combine to make the existence of wells a sine qua 'Bon. 



,~ tmr religious & agricultural living in our ~. in whiIIh. ~ is a scarcity of w'!!ter on account of 
he absence of brooks, rivers and permanent water-courses. & shgWoi..w- he 1'8llll!lllbere!f ~t'ive 
novement can go a little towards the fulfilling of this purpose of agricultural prosperity. It is tlle Govern· 
nent of the land that ought to make liberal grante of takavi and perhaps SOme free grants where necessity 
mows no other rule and poverty only proclaims the sad neceAsity . 

. There is no doubt one important factor to be borne in mind that weIl irrigation must be carefully made 
n to a healthy construction and sanitary laws have to be observed in doing so. But the eomparative 
IryneBl! of our climate in many· PIIJ.'ta of the. Presidency, leaves no fear to be entertained that there 
vill be damp or malaria as a consequence of many wells in a small area of land. This is, however, foreign 
o the present purpose lind we shall leave the matter here. 

Village works lire II grellt lind importllut fnctor in staying the disastrous effecte of famine. In mllny 
cilluges in Knthiawad and Gujarat well-irriglltion works IIfford the only ,means of empl9ying famine labour 
"ith profit. And there is II very large field for relieving the diatt-esses of the people dne to permanent 
loverty lind recurring famine that are both II-pestilence to our Indian clime. I therefore request you; one and . 
• 11 to help the Conference in taking serious step lind mllke sustained etrorts in prevailing upon the Government 
lf the land to provide wells for the improvement of crops lind protection of agricultnre in general. 

As II practical step, in certain villages of Gnjarat lind Kathiawad, Co-operative Credit Societies might 
16 formed lind Go,'ernmenL help might be extended for the provision of wells at measured intervals to fields 
.od farms under cultivation. In this direction, then, the supply of necessary funds lind personal socilll service 
s essential. Alld in the expel'imentaI stage. such funds should be supplied' by the Govprnment. In certllin 
:,al·ta pal·ticularly, where ag"icultul'e has been abandvned temporarily for want vf wells, experiments might be 
~l'ied with ad"antage. And then, here too, if men of zealand devotion be forthcoming with personal labour in 
lcoord/mce with the Western ideals of work, and if benevolent capitalists as well as the benign Government 
would help them with fuilds, the scheme on paper might be IIpplied with profit in actual practice. 

M.,. A. P. Pstro (Madras) snpported the resolution in these terms:-

lIt" President and gentlomen, in the illuminating aJdross, dollivGrcd t~-day by the President, reference was 
luade to irrigation by wolls. Thi. resolution appeals to Government to strord encoul'8gement for the expansion 
)f wdll,h·l·igation. It. not only appeals to Government but. emphasises the same with regard to the people and 
large landholders. Your President has addressed you on the duty of landholders. to provide irrigation-facilities 
tor the cnlti\'l\ti<ln of their lands. Such facilities lIlust be gi"en to cultivlltors where water fall is short and 
lmdor'ground water has to be tapped. The appeal t.o Government for the expansion of well-irrigation includes 
I 
fhe item of expenditure for eXpe1'imentiug in economic metbod of lifting water, This resolution is one of the 
inoet important resolutions that should be taken up at once for necessary action. The initiative should come from 
i,\r~ land,hoMers assistoo by Government. In Madras Presidency, under the system of weD-irrigation. three crape 
~re mise" in the cou ..... of a year, suclt as turmeric, tobacco and sugarcane, In the eontbern province they raise 

!
,'Oral crol'" by lifting water, among these sugal'Cl\ne takes a prominent place. We must take very good care 

·0 imp.'Ove the method of t'8ising sugarcane, because sugar worth 3~ oro ..... of rupees is imported to India from 
)tl",r countries. Sugarcane is raised iu our part of the country by means of irrigation in two ways, first, by 
neans of tanks & canal .. and secondly, by bullock power. E .. ~periments and demonstratioll!l on \he subject are 
nlUle in the ProvillOO of Madras by the A,,<Tricultural Department; and how far large landholders ha"e taken 
d\'llntage of the delllOnshations is indicated in the report of the A,,<Tricuitural Department.. In that report yon 
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can also find how very successful attempts in different direction to lift water. Boring operations have been 
failures in some ClISes because of the iact that the persons, in charge of the operations, were not experts. 
People require. the benefit of· the advice of experts in this ~atter. They require the advice of geologi.ts-of 
persons who can easily point out places where borings could be successfully made and of engin~ers to suggest 
economic methods by l!J.bour-saving appliances. If the Government demonstrates to people how water can be 
. lifted economically, the l'YOts will take advantage of t.his knowledge. There must be expert advice in this 
matter while referring to the crop reports I found .that the area covered by the cultivation of sugarcane had 
declined.it was gradually diminishing and that, the imports of sugarcane were increasing! What is the reason1 
The reason is the indifferent way in which the demonstrations are brought home in different provinces. Costly 
experiments cannot improve the c~ltivation of sugarcane. If the State carries On demonstrations in the ex­
perimental farms in various places and if tIlese demonstrations are conducted' in an efficient manner they will 
confer a boon on the people by teaching them how to raise crops by means of well-irrigation. Those demonstra­
tions should be conducted in vernacular by persons competent to discharge their duties. The experiments 
carried on for raising sugarca)le by tTle Department of Agriculture in Madras are so expensive that the ordinl\ry 
ryot does not find it possible to take advantage of them for improving their culti~ation. It has beenl!8id that 
there is no co-operation among the ryots. Co-operation is useful but is not essential nor practicable among 
small landholders. It is required among large landholders, who can combine together, collect capital and have 
large areas cultivated. It is difficult to understand tIlis question unless large landholders farm large areas 
under their _own management when it will be possible to adopt more economic and cffecient methods of lifting 
water. 'Iherefore, we should appeal to the large landholders to combine and introduce, first, at their own cost 
economic method of lifting water. An ordinary ryot, thQugh he may be intelligent, cannot be expected to 
introduce this me~hod. We know, 'in Madras boring operations were not successful, how far could the ordinary 
ryot be expected to introduce that method is highly problemetical. In order that we may be successful in intro­
ducing well-irrigation and in order that we may encourage our people in adopting the system generally, we 
require the assistance of Government and large landholders. There is one difficulty, however, in this connec­
tion, Suppose, Government have got reservoirs or wells under their control, and you take water from those 
reservoirs or wells for raising industrial crops like turmeric, tobacco or sugarcane: the .rate charged by 
'Governmoot is a deterrent one for the cultivation of t.he crops. If you take w.ter from Governmoot sources 
. and irrigate land with that water, you have to pay under what is known "Diflerential Water-rate system." 
The evil elfect·s of which I need not describe on this occasion. 

Dr. Barber said there is a very large aroo in the Southern Province well suited for sugaracane culth'atioD 
and ryot does not take advan~ of experiments made hy Government. How can you expeet the ryot to take 
advaatage of costly experimente? It is not possihle for him to lift woter by costly experiment... Therefore, it 
is rather the cost than anything else that is thd cause of the failure of cultivation of sugarcane in Southern 
India. Sugarcane, chillies, turmeric and other crops are raised in Southern India by meanS of well-irrigation 
under indigenouR methods because there is scarcity of water in several districts. The dry crops have to be, of 
necessity, raised by moons of well-irrigation. Well-irrigation must be developed if we want to increase the 
production of indigenous sugarcane and reduce the imports of large quantities of foreign sugarcane. It is 
absolutely necessary to improve the method' of irrigatiun, and the system of well-irrigation must be largely 
introduced. The most important factor in agriculture co-operative system should be developed. We, therefore, 
ask Government to expand and encourage the system of well-in-igation in this country. (Cheers.) With these 
words I beg to sup~rt this resolution. (Cheers.) 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 
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Resolution VIII. 

Mr. Kapilram H. Vakil moved the eighth ~Iution in the following terms:-

Mr. President and gentlemen, I feel it an honour to propose Resolution No. B-the resolution dealing with 
the question of Industrial Aloohol. It run~ thus:-

That having regard to the great advantage resulting from' the extensive employment of cheap Alcohol 
for industria.l purposos and for the generation of power and for pharmaceutical purposes, this Con­
gl'ess is convinced that the retention of the existing duty on Aloohol for such purposes, is a very 
serious obstacle to the progress of the Indian Industries. 

Gentlemen, in oollsideting this _resolution we have to consider,its two aspects. In the first place, we ask 
Government to repeal the import duty that has been imposed on industrial aloohol, and in the seoon~ place, we 
ask Government to remove excise duty. TllIl two kinds of duties have got to be removed side by side. Gen­
tlemen, the question of there being duty-free aloohol for industrial purposes was taken up some nine months 
ago by the Indian Merchants' Chamber and Bureau in Bombay. (Cheers.) The Chamber was strongly of 
opinion that the (luty,on industrial aloohol was a great obstacle in the way of a sounl! and all-rouud progress of 
Indilln industrialiBDI. The Chamber thought also that that duty operated as a serious check on our nascent 
industries .\IId strongly urged the Government for its removal. 

Tho chamber had a meeting with the Hon. Sir William Clark early in January this year and latter on 
they wrote to the Government as follows :-

Take for instance the Aloohol Industry in the Baroda State. There the cost of manufacturing industrial 
aloohol is Rs. I-B-O. 

If we could get industrial alcohol at Re. I-B-O, (or our industries we could do many things. But the duty 
imposed in Bombay on industrial 81cohol, that comes from Baroda,"s nearly B times the cost. Industrial 
alcohol cannot be obtained in Bombay at less than Rs. 12 or 13. You will thus realiso what a great 9bstBcle 
it. iii in the W8Y of 0111' indust.rillS. If this obstacle is ramo,""", I may 86y that many of our industries, that 
al.., intermix"" with our textile indust.·y, C8U \\'~11 be sta1'led in Bombsy and in other Presiflencies. 

GenHemen. the Indian Merchants' Chamber and BIIl'9ILu has 88 yet not receh'ed any reply to their 
,·ep,,,,,.,uttltion 011 this subject from the OO\·.rument. The question of r61noving duty on inuustrial alcohol is 
1I0t a now olle. It has l'OCeh-eu the attelltion of varioll8 Gowrnments since 1890 in which a.irmany took the 
first stOlP ill ",moving duty on indust,rial alcohol. 

It W88 afwr the pllssing of the Duuatllr8tiug Act that Inuustrial Alcohol came into suuden fame and its 
tWpe and lltility gt-oat.Jy enhanced in these couutries where the liberal minded statesmen allowed it to pass doty 
f._ 1 he Free A lcohol Act of 1900 of t'. S. A. marks th" beginning of the American competition ~ith 
Germa"y ill tll"", industrillB which were a sod of monopolies of Germany due to alcohol for industrial Furposes 
not ""ing taxed for snch inuustries. Iu Germany 7-1. million gallons of indll8trial alcohol 'were consumed in 
190-1. while America 1 ....... lIy collsumed oue gall<'u in that year but after the passing of the Act of 1906 American 
",., for this alcohol is ph<·noml!ll8i. Oue f"cwry alone uses 1 million ge.llolll\ a y .... r. In Germany there are 
O\'6r 10000 fact.:ri~ .1'''-' .... 1 0\'.1' 30 districts alld rel''''''''n.ting an 8ggregate of capital of 160 crores of Rupees 
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and employing (lver 3 lakhs of men in this industry. These figures represent the conditions prevailing 10 years, 
but since then a good deal of progress has. been l)1ade not in arithmetic hut Geometric progression, in. this 
industry. 

Gentlemen yon will now ask why has this Congress in its very first sitting taken up this problem which 
,is to the muititute not so well known as other problems. For the very simple reason that on industrial alcohol 
we have to build up the edifice of our nascent industries. India of all Countries. is the most favoured by Provi­
dence for the manufacture of this article and we have enormous quantities of raw matsrials out of which we 
can manufacture industrial alcohol e. g. wood refuse, corn-stalks, woody waste of the jungles, indeed all kinds 
of grain, wheat, rice, and cereals, beets molasses and sugarcane and potatoes all these could be made use of in 
the manufacture of alcohol. Our country' is so abundantly rich in 'these materials that given proper help and 
encouragement we can even supply the World's demand at comparative rates . 

. Gentlemen, let this help be given and there would be an industry in India as great as the gl'eat Industry 
of Iron and Steel manufacture founded by the Tatas. 

'l'hese illustrations will bring Lefore you very vividly the need for the remo,-al of duty on this most import 
material used in industries'. Gentlemen, but I am very pessimistic in matters industrial. There seems to be 
no genuiue desire to advauce our industries in those who are in powel' at' the chief seat of the Government. 
If you will look up the Spe.ech of the Hon. Sir William Clerke in the Imperial Legislative Council some time 
ago you will find a very astounding revelation of the Government's attitude towards our demands for 
industrial advancement. rhe Hon. Gentleman said that so long as England supplied the wants of India that 
so long aA there was English Navy safeguarding our trade we should not worry over our industrial problems. 
That is the new augle of vision which will advance our cause of industrial regeneration. 

Mr. Nathabhai L'Allubhai Vakiln .. (Sm'at) seconded the Resolution in these terms:-

Mr. President ano Brother-Delegates, in seconding this resolution I may say that I am asked to translate 
it in Gujarati, for the information of our Gujarati knowing delegates. 

Translated it stands as follows:-

.. That haying regard to the, great ad"antages reslilting from the extensive employment of cheap alcohol 
{or Industrial purposes and for the generatiou of Power and £01' Pharmaceulical purposes, this C911gress ie 
convinced that ~he retention of tlie existing duty on Alcohol for such purposes is a very serious obstacle to 
the progress of ti,e Indian Industries." 

"13l:i1'1<\1 H.t~ ~l~ "'4I<t~" 13,'401 ~~<tl ~l~ 'Jj~ ~<tl~l.fi Uj<\l<t~ ~13. ~'Ml "~IE\~I~E\" (~13,<\1 "'I~) ~l <t\,jl~ 
Uj~l<lt! 1§'4;~I'1 h~l!{t ~ '111.j1 "'I~' ElICoi .... <It ~ a ~!<\ .... i at,,! "'II §i'l~~.fi "tl,(l 'ur ~ ~ ""'IIE\~I~IEl" 13'4~.fi "IEl.fi. 

"""''' Wi .... <l'IJ.ljl!fl R.'E\ 13~'i{I~I<\1 <t'll~l~ ,t'(.n~ ~H" '4~i>i ~." 

It has been an establi8hed {act that Inuustrial Alcohol serYe>; the most useful purposes now-a-day.. It is 
mostly used In generating powers and preparing medicines and hence the cheaper it is, tbe betlAlr. Its 
extensive use, I think, will aid to the rise o{ the country. I will now say that Alcohol London 100 proof 
.. trength whose "alue is Re. 1-2-0 pel' gallon has been leded B duty of Ra. 9·6-0 per gallon. 'The Industrial 
Alcohol which I talk of and whose Yalue is about Ea. 2 pel' gallon is 160 proof strength and a duty of nearly 
R. •. 15 per g,~llon comes on it. Thus the duty on. Industrial Alcohols of Rs. 100 value will come to nearly 
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700% or 800% •. You will see thus that the'ind'\strial alcohor oarries unusually. heavy ra!4ls nwing to the 
present existing duty which if retained, I think, will prove A very serious obstacle to the progl'ess of thtl 
important Indian Industl'ies, It is left to be, ima~ned by us and Government how costly the stuff which 
is used in the construction of motor and light making and preparation of medicines would be and how would 
it be impo!lSible to compete with such other articles prepared of this stuff by various countries. ).s long a,s 

the Government will net remove these impediments from the path of such impoz:tant Indian industries, there 
is no chance fOl' ever for them to develop Rnd we shall be always backward in point of such industries In 
other countries. . 

When the Governrnent have dir~cted their attention to these things, I would point out that just as some . 
other nmterials of cotton industry and mill stores as anticeptic, China clay, sizing flannel et.c., etc., are imposed 
" ,luty of 5% when impOl·ted into India for trade purposes; but if some mill owner satisfies the Government 
custom depl>rtment that the same is specially ordered for the use of the particular mill or industry, they 
refun<l the duty HO Goverument should remove the duty on indnstrial alcohol if the same is brought into 
tim country by anyone for purposes of Industry only ann not for trade and other purposes. I would quote 
to you, I:entlemen, similar iustance of liquid fuel which if ordered for purposes of ordinary fuel only is levied 
n duty of 5%, hut if it is brought for purposes of lighting, Govel'nment have fixed 8 duty of Re. 1-6-0 
per gallou. 

Under the circumstances Government should remove duty on industrial alcohol and take assurance from' 
!\ollllllercilll community that the concession should not be misused. Govermn9nt may, if they like, impose a 
heM'Y duty on 100 proof strength alcohol which is used for purposes of drink, but industrial alcohol on 
which t.he particular industries chiefly depend should be entirely free from any duty. 

'l'he su"jecl., I think, hIlS been well dwelt upon and does not require any mol''' to be said. I sincerely 
!\Ilcolld the resolution and wish that you will all agree with me. I also trust that Government would be pleased 
to exempt indu,tri,,1 alcohol enlh"ly from duty for the commercial development of the cowltry. 

The resolution \VR' C11l'1'ie<l unAnimously. 

Resolution IX. 

Mr, Samal Becher, C. M, ( BlIl'Olla ) mo,",,,1 the ninth re""lution thus ( in Gujarati ):­

Mr, PI ... ·si,ll1nt and Bmther-Delegates. 

Wh~n I came here 1 had not the IllIlSt i,lea that I will ha\'o to speak befOl" tillS angust assembly and 
tI.erefore a short time ago when our wort.hy Secl'etary IISked me to do so, I really felt much diffi,lence to go 
UlI'ough the onle,,1 but tl.e pl_nt itl .... of Indi,,'s "Wilkening as i. evinced by the birth of th;" Congress gave 
me CO\U'uge 8Ult I acceptoo hiH colll.mands. 

Ronlly "I"-,,,king, this Co~mercial Congress should h8\'e been started many yeal'S .... "", but according to the 
Engli'h pN\'Ilrb .. bet. hI!' late Ulan ne\'6r, .. late though it be in bsing set on foot at this moment, we are bonnd 
to conl"..-atnlate tll0S8 who Wel'6 instrumental in ghing it birth. (Cheers). To give the dues directly to whom 
they should he gh'6u, I may mention th& Reception o.'mmittee as the body to whom we owe our expression of 
conl,,'l'I\tlllatiolls. (Ch ... rs). All of us underatan,l that Comme\'lll is the backbone of India's prosperity. Wars 
N\\'8 been \Va!!",l in the nalUe of commercial prosperity in different countries. lAte though we ha,"ll begun the 
work under the auspices of 81l organi.oo. bo.ly like the Commercial Congress, we must work assiduously in 
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future to maintain the country's commercial progress. (Hear, Hear.). We must help the Congress to "D 
fast ahead. Should we act otherwise, we shall lay our~elves open to the charge of heing ("'II~'<i\~'U) aJJ;1 
organisers as unfortunately we have generally been. One may he permitted to say that the Comml~ 
Congress was started in vai~ until one saw proofs that we took great interest in the furtherance of its r 
by working in its iuterestconstantly and not once in the year (Cheers ). It is, therefore, my earnest relit 
to my countrymen , to live so as to sustain the cause of the Commercial Congrees. (Heal'; Hear). YesJr' 
at the Industrial Conference, most of you will remember, the President most aptly said that each one o~~ 
duty bound ,to do our leve1 hest, in consonance with our capacity for work, to promote the cause of progr8ti' 
Indian _ industries aud commerce. ' In that' work are the signij of our commercial prosperity. ( Chi,] 
With these few remarks, I heg to move the following resolution and I am sure you will pass it with acola] 
tion: (Cheel's). But' hefore I do so, gentlemen, I will say one word more. I helieve and most of us opd, 
also believe that as some of our memhers do not know English all the resolutions and at least one speake} 
each shonld he in Hindi side by side with English. Now, with your permission I shall read the resolnl 
and as it is worded in English, I shall read the original' resolution and then translate it in Gujarati.fo~ 
friends here who do not know English. (Heal', Hear). The original resolution runs as follows:-

" A cordial vote of thanks be accorded to the Chairman and memhers of the Reception Commit 
volunteers and others"-

In Gujarati, the resolution stands in these terms:-

""'il >;I'll I '<'1l'ld .. {'~<J(\ojl 'l;\~l<\?l <I'U "'i'"'<il! <I'll '<'11( ~'1~1 <I'll ufl«l»\l':il «I»\l.fi ~'ll "lea) "'i'<I:] 

'i:h "'il'lll~ "u':i >9." (Cheers). 

In this vote, 'We include not only the Re~ption Committee, but also other helpers and s.vmpathisars. T 

all know the Han. Mr. Wachha (Lo,!d cheers,) and you also know the Hon. Mr. Lallubhai Sama41 
(Cheers). These are very well-known gentFeirien and it is, therefore, n~t necessary for me to ... y anyth' 

, about them, for t<lpay so would he an act of gilding the gold. (Hear, hear and laughter). We also thank; 
Volunteers Ofnd the visitors ( Hear, hear,) who have assembled here in response to the invitation of the ):teO 
tion Committee. We heartily thank evei-yone that has been instrument,,1 in making this SeB,ions of " 
Indian Commercial Congress a success. (Loud applause). 

The Hon. Mr. Lalubhai Samaldas said as follow":-

Mr. President, Brother-Delegates and gentlemen, 011 behalf of my friend, the Hou. Mr. Wacha (Cheer 
who is now ahsent, because you know his time now is very busy-he is not ouly the 'Chairman of the RecepfD 
Committee of the Commercial Congress (Hear, luiar), but he has had to take up, owing to the sad d"ath, 
.our great leader, -Sir Pheroseshah Mehta, (Loud applause), also the work of the Chairman of the Recepti, 
Committee of the Indian National Congress, (Hear, hear). I thank you, on his hehalf, for mo\-ing this rasal 
tion. 1 Rlso thank you for your appreciation 0'£ the work of the Reception Committee of the Colllmerc: 
Congress. (Cheers). I thank you, gentlemen, not only for mo\'ing this resolution hut also for receiving i' 
such cordial manner as you have done (Cheers). On hehalf of the Reception Committee I may he "lIowed 
say this that this is our first expel1ment of its kind, and, therefore, we recognise that our work is full of "h~ 
comings. (Cries of 'No.'). We had counted on the llSSistance of Chambers of Commerce and other institution 
this and other Pl'esidencies, and we now see that we had not COWlted in vain. (Cheers ). It is "wing to ", 
assistance that we recei\'~,1 from the \"m10us Chambers of Colllmerce that we succeeJOO in drafting, I>rel"'rb 
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and amending the Memorandum and 'Articles of Association. (Cheers). About S~ Associations have sent their 
Delegatee to this Commercial Congress; on the whole 300 Delegates have been elected. (Cheers). Thesuccess 
of this Congress is due to the assistance that we have received from the various Chambers of Commerce, from 
the Delegates and from the Subjects Committee yesterd .. y (Hear, hear), and most of all, I must say, to the 
assistance rendered by our industrious and energetio Secretary, Mr. Jayasukhlal Krishnalal Mehta. 
(Loud applause). Mr. Mehta has been not merely the Secretary of thia Commercial CongreSs, (Hear, 
hear), but he has been the Secretary of the Reception Committee of the Industrial Conference ( Loud cheers), 
and, while attending to his business in these two capacities he has been carrying on his ~ua1 duties as 
Secretary of the Indian Merchants' "Chamber and Bureau. ( Loud applause ). While discharging those duties 
thoroughly, he has found time to do the work of the Secretaries of the Commercial Congress and Industrial 
Conference with efficiency. ( Cheers). I don't know how he is managing all these duties. I don't know if he 
hae been working at the rate of a day of 25 hours. (Hear, hear and laughter ). He has been doing all, hiS 
work in a very eatisfactory manner. (Cheers). Now, I Inust tender our thanks in another direction. I eay 
that the Comm~roial Congress would not have been a great success if it had not. received the assistance from 
outside people. (Cheers). Gentlemen, Mr. Mehta tells me th,at he does not deserve all the credit that I gave him. 
(Laughter). Well, I still eay that very great oredit is due to him. (Hear, hear). Then not inconsiderable 
credit is due also to the Volunteers. (Hear, hear). They have rendered very useful and willing services to 
this Congress. (Cheers). To give you a correct idea of how the Volunteers have been working for the success 
of thia Congress, I may eay that one gentleman has come here from Madras to serve BS a Volunteer of this 
Congress. (Loud cheers). He is here for a month past co-opemting with Mr. Mehta. ( Cheers). He has 
been workiug with Mr. Mehta day and night without any remuneration. (Hear, hear). He has been giving 
his whole time til the Congress work gratis. ( Cheers). Gentlemen, I would be failing in my du'.y if I did not 
place before you the work of the Volunteers-work eventually bearing the stamp of their deep se'''Vices to their 
motherland. (Loud applause). Now"one word to the Delegates. (Cheers.). I have to ask tb~m to excuse 
us for our shortcomings in the hospitality we offered. (Loud cries of 'No, no.') (Cheers). 

The President: Gentlemen, I now osJl upon the Hon. Mr: :u;jubhai Samaldae to move the J;88Olution 
for the vote of thanks to the Chair. ( Cheers ). 

The Hon. Mr. Lalubhai Sama1dBS moved the vote of thanks to the President in the following terms :­

Brother-Delegates, and gentlemen, I know you must have been sufficiently tired by having had to go 
through the various items of to-day's long programme, put, before we depart and before we conclnde the 
proceedings of this meeting, I have one very important resolution to propose to yon (Cheers.). and that is with 
reference to the vote of thanks to our President (Loud applause.). Gentlemen. in these critical days the &teer­
ing of the ship of this Commercial Congress. as successfully BS has been done by our able and experienced" 
President, Sir Fazulbhoy Currimbhoy (Loud applau.'I8). is not an ordinary matter. The Commercial Con­
gress, as it stan'ds to-day. is one of the most representative bodies in Indian commercial politics. (Hear. hear.) 
It was wissly ststed yesterday in the Subjects Committee by La1a Harkishenlal tha~ thia Congress will serve 
at ItlllSt in disseminating information and focussing information to commercial India and to the Indian ' 
Empire too. (Cheers.) It will be a great helpful factor in the commercial world. (Cheers.) When the 
different Chambers of Commerce will assemble in the sessions of the Commercial Congress mnch good must 
ensue. (Cheers.) Gentlemen. I dont think I need say any more by way of advocacy -of thia Commercial 
Congress. I anticipate that you will pass thia resolution with acclamation. (Cheers.) 

The Hon. Mr. Lalubhai Sama1dBS: Gentlamen. I ask thia first Indian Commercial Congress to carry with 
accllWll\tion this resolution in honour of our Presiden~ (Loud.appl",use.) 
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The resolution was ~'ried with loud applause and repeated cries. of 'hurrah.' 

Sir. Fazulbhoy Gurrimhhoy rose amid ft)ud cheers and delivered the following final Presidential Address:-

Brother-Delegates, I am very grateful to you for passing this vote of thanks with such enthus!asm. I am 
deeply touched by the way in which msny speakers, who came on this platform, spoke about me, but I must 
frankly tell you that it. is my implicit belie.f that the schcme, which I llrst brought about, would have been 
nothing else but .failure nnless the Indian Merchants' Chamber of Commerce and Bureau had taken it up 

. (Cheers), !Ind the Indian Merchants' Chamber of Commerce and Bureau would have been able to achieve nothing 
if commercial Indian would not have supported it. (Hear, hear.) Therefore, the credit for the success of this 
Congr ... .s is due to Commercial India (Cheers), and ~ one of the humble members of Commercial Indian 
(Hear, hear), I take some credit to myself also. (Hear, hear and laughter.). I may tell you that from the 
heginping of my business -life I have" boen an optimist. It is my firm belief that India's salvation is only 
possible if you become optimistH. (Hear, hear.) Look at America, Look at Japan. At one time I under­
stood America was the only country in the world that could do anything and everything. America and 
Japan have been commercially successful ou account· of their spirit- of optimism. In order that yon may be 
successful, yon must be optimistic, yon must be hopeful. Nothing else will make the Commercial Congress a 
success. We 1I.to businessmen and we are bound to work for onr common interest. Our interests are intA­
woven. (Cheers.) I am sure that the Associated Indian Chamber of Commerce, whose fonndation we have 
laid to-day, will be a great success. (Hear, hear.) Yesterday some gentlemen said to me that some of the 
Delegates feared that Bombay would swamp outsiders. (Laughter) I say 'if there is one man from Bombay, let 
many men come from ontside.' (Hear, hear.) Your interests and our interests will be . one and the same. 
(Heal', hear.) We have our lo~~l associations that are doing their work. (Hear, hear.) It is the work of 
humanity. (Cheers.) If we are united and if we demand we are bound to get. You can do nothing unlesa 
you become commerciully rich.' If Germany has prospered and become so pow~ful, it is because she is 
commercially rich. (Chear.~.) India has got commercial pos,ibilities to rise, and if India gets commercially 
rich, sbe v·1I be a power we want her to be.. (Cheers.) We have, therefore started this Commercial Congresa 
(Bear, hear), and it has got to work hand in hand with the Indian National Congress. (Loud Cheers.) Then 
only can the_problem of India's prosperity ~ll rouna be solved. (Cheers.) Gentlemen, I am not tLoing to 
detain you any longer by making a long speech, but I will only urge it on every Delegate, when he goes \0 hi. 
place, to do his best; (Hear, hear) to place the Association, which he has just helped in starting, belo'e the 
public, and, I am sure, that t.he body will be swamped by other Associations and Chambers of Commerce in 
the country. (Loud Chee ... ) With all success to this Congress, gentlemen, I disperse this Congress. (Loud 
and prolonged Cheers.) 
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i.-Southern India Chamber Of Commerce, Madras. 

M. R. Ry. Rao Bahtldur P. Theaga.roya Chetty 
Garu, B. A. 

. 2 M. R. Ry. Divan Bahadur Uovindass Chatur-
bhujda.sa Garu . 

3 Ma.ulana Abdus Subhan Saheb, Esq. 
4 Vidya Saga.r Pandya, Esq. 
5 Yakub Hassan Sait, Esq. 
6 M. R. Ry. C. GOp'll Menon Avl. 
7 C. Vijayaraghavachariar Avl. 
8 R. S. G. Subbayya Chatty Garu 
~ .. C. T. Alwar Chetty Garu, B.A. 

10 Khan Bahadur Waljee Laljee Sait 
11 M. R. Ry. M. K. Srinivasa Iyanagar Avl. 
12 M. Venugopal Naidu Oaru 

13 M. R. Ry. C. Vartldappa Naidu Oaru 
l4. V. Arunagiri Naidu Gam 
15 C. Abdul Hakim Saheb, Esq . 
16 M. R.. Ry. R. S. C. RamunajamChetty Garu 
17 K. Slll'yanal'ayana Rao Garu 
18 Messrs. Ashwin & Co. 
19 O. M. Ghose, Esq. 
20M. R. Ry. N. S. l'hiruvenkatacbarier AvL 
21 .. C. V. Ramswami Nayagar Avl. 
22 C. Duraiswami Iyanagar Avl: 
23 Messrs. D, V. Hanumantha Rao, & Co. -' 

'24 Mr. Haji Hakim Mohamud AbdulAzeez Saheb 
25 Mr. S. a Channi Veerappa Chettiar' • 

n.-United Provinces Chamber of Commerce. 

1 The Hon. Lala Bishambhar Nath ... Cawnpore 9 Krishna Ram Mehta, Esq. Allahahtld 
2 Babu Munna Lal ... 10 B. Girdhari Lal .Agarwalla. ... 
3 Babu Vikr7.majit Singh 11 Rao Vaij Nathdass Sahpuri ... Henares 
4 Lala Dina Nath 12 Rai Krishnajee ... 
5 Mahashaya Kashi Nath 13 Panilit Ram Nath Sapru .•• Lucknow 
6 Syad Fir.zlur Rahman l4. K. N. Kacher, Esq .... Baremy 
7 Pandit Bishwa Nath Tholal 15 Mr. Ala.khdhari... _. ... Fizabad 
S C. Y. Chintamo.ni, Esq. ... Allahabad. 16 Babu Ajodhia Dass ... ... Gorakhpore 

1If.-lndian Merchants' Association, Karachi. 

1 Mr. SunderdBSS Val1abhdBSS 
2 .. Ramji Pethabhai 
3 .. Hassanam) J. Rajpal 1

4 Mr. Haridas Lalji 
5 .. Dhanom~l Sanga.trai 

IV.-Ahmedabad Millowners' Association, Ahmedabad. 

Seth Mallgaldass Gil-dhlll:uass _I 2 Seth Jagabhai Dalpatbhai 

V.-Gwalior Chamber of Commerce, Gwalior. 

LIlla ll.ulljidas Yaishya, MI. Sh~til Shrini\'8s 0&. Baori, E.sq, . 
2 Sh~th llalleckchalld B. Shethi, E..,,<\. 



VI.-Baroda Chamber of Commerce, Baroda.' 
; 

1:. ~. B. Hargovindas D" Ranta wala 
2 Sbeth Chim.8>l!al Girdharlal 
3 Sheth Dahyabh~f lIl':-.;anhl''li -Haribhakti 
4 ShethcO!>imanlal Motilal Shan,ai Bechar 
5 _ Ambalal Ralillas; Esq.~ lA., LL,B. 
6 Maganlal H. Rantawala, Esq" M.A. 

7 Nagindas Premchand, Esq. 
8 Shriyut Shyam Sunder Balyogi 
9 Sheth Girdharlal Gordhandas, Proprietor, U m­

.brella Factory 
10 Sheth Dahyabhai Nathabbai 
11 Fatehbhai La.lbhai Contractor, Esq. 

VII.-Navsari, Vepari Mandai, Navsari. 

Ishwarlal Vijbhukhandas, Esq. 
2 Khandubhai Vasanji Marolia, Esq. I 3 Sora~ji Novrozje~ Sadari, Esq. 

4 Ghelabhai Kalyandas, Esq. 

VIII.-Bombay Millowners' Association, Bombay, 

1 J. B. Petit, Esq. 
2 Sir Dinshaw M. Petit, Bart. 

'. ~arotam M. Gokuldas, Ellq. 
4 Rahimtoola C. Ibrahim, Esq. 

5 Cowa~je. Jehangir, Esq (Junior) 
6 N. B. Saklatwala, Esq. 
7 Sir Vitthaldas D. Thackersey, Kt. 

IX.-Marwari Chamber of Commerce, Bombay. 

Jaigopaldasji Ghanshyamdas, Esq. 11 Doulatramji Kundanmall, l;i:sq. 
2 Ra~karanji Bachhrnj, Esq. 12 GRnesblalji Sobhagmal, Esq. 
3 Gadmalj i GnmanmR,l 'F,j;:11 13 Binodiramji Balchand, Esq 
4 Multanchandji Luchhminaraynn, Esq. 14 Deukarandasji Ramkumar, Esq .• 
5 Gambhirchandji Kedarnath, Esq. 15 Shivnarayanji Baldeodl\s, Esq. 
6 Champalalji Ramsw,'roop, Esq. 16 Shrinivasda~i Bavari, Esq. 
7 Lukhanandji Shyamlal, Esq. 17 Lalcllandji Ramdayal, EEq. 
8 Harnandraiji Surajmal, Esq. 18 H Jrn"ndraiji Phoolchand, Esq. 
9 SlIrupchanilji Hukamchand, Esq. 19 Omkatji Kastoorchand, Esq. 

10 Sadsukbji Gambhirchand, Esq. 20 Joharmallji Mohatta, Esq. 

X.-Grain Merchants' Association, Bombay. 

1 Mr. Veljee Lakhamsee Napou, B.A., LL: B. 12 Mr. Chunilal Sakarchand 
2 .. Nat'anji Haribhoy 13 Messrs Talakchand Mamraj 
3 .. Pragji Mmiji Kothari 14 Mr. Dayal Lalji 
4 .. Peraj Kbatau 15 Khimji Laljee, Esq. 
5 

" 
Lakhmidas Devji 16 Nnthahhai Lallubhai Vakilna. Esq, 

6 .. Meghj! Mawji 17 Yasanji Mndha'ji, Esq. 
7 .. Govindji Bharm8l 18 Purshottum Hhji Govindji, Esq. 
8 .. Dharsi Nanji 19 Mr. Pm'shottmn Arjun 
9 

" 
Champsi Bhava ~ 20 .. Doongershi Porshottam 

10 .. Malsi Khanji 21 .. Harakhchand Shi'ji 
11 .. Somcbal1d Dbarsi 



XI.-Bombay Cotton Exchange Co., Ltd., BombJ} , 

1 Jijeebhoy Arcleshir Diveeha, Esq. .' 5 Ramdas Khimji; ~~; 
2 Harmmdrai Foolehand, Esq. 6 Ratiram Joh~Gl, Esq. 

3 Kashinath Sankarlal, Esq. 7 G~sho G~ Kaisha, Esq. 

4 Anioolkchand Govindram, Esq. 

XII.-Hindusthani Native. Merchants' Association. 

1 Mr. Ramgopal Dhooth 6 Mr. Meherchand 
2 .. Ramsaroop 7 .. Shewdatrai 
3 .. Gajanand 8 .. Shantaram Ganeah Rele, B A. 
4 Govindram 9 Shri Lalji 
/; Nandlal 

XIII -Bombay Shroff Association, Bombay. 

1 Manilal Gokulbhai, Esq. 10 Pirojsha Cowasji Mancherji, Esq. 
2 Amtharam Jumkharam, Esq. 11 Makanji Morarji, Esq. . 
3 Ml\necklal Bhaiclas Shroff, Esq. h Fl\kirchand Keshrichand, Esq. 
4 KasturbhaiLalbhai Dalpatbhai, Esq. 13 Dayabhai D111abJ;>das, Esq. 
5 Hirachanq Yanechand Desai, Esq. 14 Sl1rchand Shivram Gandhi, Esq. 
6 Purshotamclas Harki88ndas, Esq. 15 Motilal Muljibhai, Esq. 
7 Haridas Madhavdas, Esq. Hi Gopalbhai Manibhai Patikh, Esq. 
8 Nagindas TribhoVllndu. Kaji, F..ll 17 Gopalbhai Maneckchand, Esq, 
9 Vithaklns Ch .. turhhuj Jhll ved, &'1. 

XIV.--Marwari Shroff Association, Bombay. 

T .. rachand GlulIlshamdAA, R'q. 
2&3 Mamr":UI ttambhngat, K'q 

4 Samnrathrai Khetsidas. E.", 
5 Sheonarayanji Baldevd8S, &"1, 
6 Biralnlji RAmgopal, Esq. 
'I ThnkersidMji Nandlal, ~:,.q 

8 Na .... singrll\~ii Jodhraj, E-'l' 

XV.-Kathiawari Memon 
1 Sheth Ahmad Haji Es88k 
2 AhmB,i H"bib 
3 Vmer Haji Ibhrahim 

9 Bhagawandasji Para"hram, Esq. 
10 Shewsamalji Shivadayal, Esq. 
11 Mansukhdasji Rampratab, Esq. 
12 Ramgopalji P!l;shotamdas, Esq. 
13 Ramchandra Baid, Esq., B.A. 
14 Moorlidhnr, Esq. 
15 Moorliclhar, Es']. 

Merchants' Association, Bombay. 

5 .. Mohemud Tayab Haji I 
4 Sheth Haji Mahemad Haji Ibrabim 

XVI.-Native Share and Stock·- rokers' Association, Bombay. 
M... Prabho?(~~ .. .T~"'''~ldllS I 4. Mr. Hirachand V8SSIlnjee 

2 ... Jehangtl'jl 1II1Ik8.1"6 5 .. Jamoadas Morarji 
::I AI,leshir r..hrtlllljee Ka,,~ ... 

XVII.-Society of Professional Accountants, Bombay. 
I K. S. Ail'sr, ;'.'1' I 3, Keikhusru N. Chaudabhoy, :&lq. 
2 Khan Bahadlll' Jam.ooji A .1111 Esq. 

).'VIII. - I'o.nbay Rice Merchants' Association, Bombay. 

Cllrrimbboy Lalji Sa5flIl, F..-q. , 2 Amrat1al Amarchand Madhowji, Esq. 



XIX·I-:lombay Commission Agents' Association, Bombay. 

Sha~taram'~ngeJ~~~i, Esq._ I 3 Narayan Balvant Deshpande, Esq. 
,2 Oovmd Yeshwant Lnbrl, S!Jq< 4 Vishnu Bhasker Ookhale """ \. ,LL.,. 

'X~.-Cour~ Tobacco ~rade Association, Bombay. 

1 M. S.Mody, Esq. 'I 3 Manilal Pitamdas, Esq. 
2 Dahyabhai Khimji, Esq. 4 Shankel'bhai Bhagwandass, Esq. 

XXI.-Diamond Merchants' Association, Bombay. 

1 Motilal Dahyabhai, Esq. I 4 Lallubhai Oordhandass, E~q. 
2 Revashankar Jagjivan, Esq. 5 Chimanlal Raychand, Esq. 
3 .Dahyabhl1i Makanji, Esq. 

XXII."7Woollen and Fancy Piec:egoods Merchants' Association, Bombay. 
1 Seth Jagjivan Sheshkaran . 5 Mr. Parasra'll Dwarkadas 
2 "Vasanjee Naranji 6 "Sunderdas Damodar 
3 "Ooonderdas Padamsay 7 " MotHal Odhl\vji 
4 "Lalji Oordhandas 

XXIII.-Indian Merchants' Chamber and Bureau, Bombay. 

Hon. Sir Fazulbhai Currimbhoy 27 Mr. B. L. Sutaria 

2 Mr. Hansraj Pragji 28 S. R. Davar, Esq. 

3 Hon. Mr. Lallubhai Samalda.. 29 Ratansi Dharmsey, Esq. 

4 Mr. C. I. Parekh 30 Vassallji Currumsey, Esq. 

5 S. B. BiIlimoria,·Esq. 31 Lowjee Meghjee, Esq. 

6 Mr. P. N. Mehta 32 Dinshaw D. Karani, E~. 

7 
" 

D. E. Wachha 33 Markandrai O. Desai, Esq. 

8 .. Keshavji 'Y. Doshi 34 lIIathuradlUls Visalljee, Esq. 

9 
" 

Prahladrai Ramjidas 35 Sorabjee E. Warden, E"'I. 

16 ~adhavji Jeshing, Esq. 36 Devidas Narandas, Esq. 

11 Mr. Manilal Lallubhai 37 O. H. Nazar, Esq. 

12 
" 

Framroz Hormasji Cowasji Dinsl)aw 38 M. P. Madon, E~. 

13 
" 

Chaturbhujdas Oordhandas 39 Mathuradas Ooknldass Thakker, Esq. 

14 
" 

Purshotam Mulji 40 Bhaskerrao Vithaldas Mehta, FHj. 

15 Oovindlal Motilal 41 Gulabrai Bhuralllal, Esq. 

16 RuttoJlchand Tullockchand Master, E~. 42 Khimjee ABur Vh:jee, E~. 

17 Mr. Chaturbhuj Shivji 43 Mr. Vallabhdas Chaturbhuj Shivji 

18 " 
Oirdhardas J ethabhai 44 Oulabchand Devchand Zaveri 

19 Ranchoddas Vallabhai 5&46 " 
Karsandas Mulji OokuM ... 

20 .. Amarshi Kanji 47 
" 

Vwarkadas Kaliawlas 

21 
" 

Laxmidas Haridas 48 
" 

K. D. E. Wachha 

22 Halioas Mathurdas, Esq; 49 Dr: Daru""la 

23 Mr. Dunichand Durgadass .50 Mr. N. M. lIuzumoar 

24 " 
MotHal Vallabhji 51 

" 
Purshottamdas Thakurdas 

25 B. N. Jhavel'i 52 Hon'ble lIr. Muomohan,la.. Ramji 

26 Krislmarao P. Kothari 53 Mr. Bhagwand ... Ma(lhavdas 



· ,,,qqy~...,. Thil Bombay> Varn, Copper 

1 Mr. Vith&.lda.q Bhaw&.nidas 
2 Mr. Maganlal Prabhudaa 
3 Seth L&.lji Doongersi 
4 .. JBdavji Doongersi 
5 "Premji Gokulda9 
6 Prahladbhai Daulatmm 
7 "Chaturbhuj Bhavanidas 
8, Bholal,,1 Chhotalal 

and.Bras~ Natiy'e Me~'ants' ASSPC',tion, aomb~)';; 
9 Mohan I Mayach&.nd,,~ , 

10 'Gordh daa'~ay 1 and" • 
11 .. Bhogi~1 iJi'v 'nd 
12 ., Chhot&la)'\? aganlal 
13 Moolchand Soorchand 
14 "D~vji Gokuldaa 
15 "Pragji Daya\ 

XXV.-The Bijapur Merchants' Association, Bijapuf. 

1 Mr. N. R. Kembhavi I 2 Mr. Raghujibhai NothranJi Ghandhi' 

xxvr,-The Native Piecegoods Merchants' Association, Bombay., 

Mr. Ardeshir Jamsetji Khal'&.s 12 " 
Girdhardas Jethabhai 

2 
" 

Keshavlal Nagindas 13 
" 

Chaturbhuj Jivandaa 
3 

" 
Keshavji Ramji Laxmidas 14 

" 
Mulji Damodar 

4 .. Vallabhji Hemchand 15 
" Premch&.nd Tribhovan 

5 " 
Lalji 'Govindji 16 

" 
Gokuldaa Damodar 

0 Vallabhdas Jamnada.s 17 Bhimji Kara 
7 Bhalchandl'a Balwaut 18 

" 
Vasanji Pitamber, 

8 " Chhotalnl ~ngaldl\S 19 
" Ramdaa Raghavji 

9 
" 

Ranchhoddaa Harjivan 20 .. Tricumdaa Pursbottuw 
10 

" 
Mathurdas Haridus 21 

" Narandas Purshottum 
11 

" 
Nal'andaa Ladhabhai 

1 Lalli. Harkishanlal 
2 "DhaDpatrai. 
3 "Kashil'&.lIl 

XXVII.-The Deshi Bepar Mandai, Lahore. 

'I 4 Lalli. Kil'pal'am 
5 .. Gangal'&lll 
(i .. Beharilnl 

XXVIII.-Maharashtra Chamber of commerce. 
Mr. D. S. Kale, Kolhapur. 

XxIX.-The Commercial Association, Bangalore. 
;"1 Mr. B. Garudcal'. 

XXX.-The Indian Industrial, Conference. 
1 R. B. R. N. Mudholkar 
2 Ml·. M. B. Saot 

I 3 Mr. E. R. Skhrirasagar 

XXXI.-The Bombay salt Manufacturers and Dealers' Association, Bombay. 

1 Messrs. Framji E. Jawsetji Batliwala & Co. 
2 Mr. Kbe.rsec.Ui Dadabhai Kb&.llSl\beb 
3 .. Gordbaodas Kesha"ji Dooha 

Mr. Rajaram PranjivaD 
.. Augustin Vitrnvas Silvaz 
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-1' ,Mr. n ., !,aecba \. hairmairy . 

.; 'lion'ble Mr. Lallubho.i mara;;. (ViCe Chainnan.) 
, ' ... 

3 Hon'ble Si" Fazulbhoy Gurririlbhoy, E:T. 

4 . Hon'ble Mr. M;un~nda.s Ramji 

5 Mr. Purshottamdas Thakm-ed!'8 

6 

'1 
'" Devidas M~dhavji Tbakersey 

" Huttonsi Mulji 

8 Sir ShapUl:ji ~. Broacha, KT. 

9 Mr. Chaturbhuj Shivji 

10 "Jethabhai Walji 

,n- SirVitbaldas Damodar Thakersej, Ki. 

12 Mr. PhirO'~ J.Billimoria 

13 "Revasbanker Jagjiwan 

14 Hon'ble Sir Ibr .. him,Rahimtula 

15 Mr: :r.rotilal Vallabhji 

16 "Gopalji Valji Sundelji 

17 
18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27-

28 

29 
30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

" Motilal Kanji 

" Mathuradas Vasanji Khimji 

" Sorabji Edulji Warden 

" Mulji Haridas, 

" Morarji Velji 

" Naranji Haribhai, ( Representative the Grain Merchants' Aswciation.) 

" Jainarayan Hindumal Dani 

" Clil"l"imhhoy Lalji Sa jan. ' (Representative, the Rice Mel'chtmtl Aswciation.) 

" -Jehangir Bomanji Petit, (Representative, the Bombay Mill-ow lerrf Aswciation.) 

" Vith"ldas Damodar Govindji, (Representative, the BomlJay Netive Piece-Goods Merchants' Association.) 

" BIlI;.idas Gulabdas, (Representative, the Native Share and Stock Brokers' Association). 

" 'Gangaramji, M~i!D of Seth Gopiram Bhagatrsm, (Representative, the Hindustani Native Merchants' 
_ AssOCIatIOn). . 

" Laxmichand Manekchalld Khokhani, ( Representative, the Bombay Shroff Aeeociation ). 

". Hirji Khetsi.( Representative, the Bombay Cotton Exchange Co., Ltd., 

" 'Harn~ndmy Ramllarayan } 
(Representatives, the Marwari Chamber of Commerce.) 

Nathamalji Chordia . 

.. Mr. Motila! Dayabhai, (Representative, the Bombay Diamond Merchants' Association.) 

.. M. S, Mady, (Representative, the Bombay Country Tobacoo T .. ade Association,) 

35 "Shantaram Mangesb. (Representative, the Bombay Commis,'on Agents' Association.) 

36 Secretary:":"Mr. J. K. Mehta, !I.A. 
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