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ACT No. VIII OF 1914: 

[As modified up to 1st April 1931.] 

PASSED BY THB GOVERNOR GENERAL 0 .... INDIA IN COUNCIL. 

(Receilled the tUsent oj the Govern01' General on the 28th 
February, 1914.) 

An Act to CODlOlidate and amend the law relating .to Motor 
Vehicles in Bl'itish India. 

WHEREAS it is expedient to consolidate and amend the 
law relating to motor vehicles in British India; It is . 

bereby enacted as follows:-

PART 1. 

PRELUUNARY. 

1. (1) This Act may be called the Indian Motor Vehicles Short title. ex-

91 
~~~ 

Act, 1 4. mencemenL 

(2) This Act, except Part III thereof, extends to the whole 
of British India, including British Baluchistan, the Sonthal 
Parganas and the Pargana of Spiti. Part III extend." in the 
first instance only to the Provinces of Madras, Bombay, 
Bengal, the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh, the PUDjab, 
Burma, Bihar and Orissa, the North-West Frontier Province 
and Delhi. The Local Government of any other Province 
may. by notification in the local official Gazette, 2extend 
Pari III to the whole or any part of such. province. 

(3) It 
I For Statement of Objects and !Reasons, slIe Gazette of India, 1913, 

Pt. V, p. 186; for Report of Select Committee ,ee ibid, 1914, Pt. V, 
p. 69 j and for Proceedings in Council, .ee! ibid, 1913, Pt. VI; p. 566, 
and illid, 1914, Pt. VI~ pp. 64, 325 and 496. 

The Act has been aeclared in force in the Angul District by s. 6 
flf the Angul Laws Regulation, 191J (3 of 11113), .ee B. & O. Gazette, 
UIl!!, Pt. II, p. 148. . 

The Act nas been applied to part of the Manipur -State liubject 
to modifications, 'lie NotIfication No. 94-1., dated 25th Fehruary 1924 
Gasette of India, 1924.l Pt. I, f' 179. ' 

• For extension of rt. III 0 this Act to-
Central Provinces, 'ee O. P. Gazette, 1916 Pt. I p. 496. 
Hritiah Baluchistan, 'lie Gallette of India, 191~· Pi. II, p. 580. 
Coorg, .ell Coor~ Local Rules and Orders, Pt. il, p. 114. 
Kamrup, Khasl and Jaintia Hills Districts in Assam, lIell 

Assam Local Rules aDd Orders, Vol. I, Pt. II, p. 631. 
Banthal PargaD88, 'Illl B. & O. Gallette, 1926, Pt. II, p. 1220. 
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1I.0nltlon •. 

Prohibition of 
driving motor 
veblcJe8 by 
persona under 
18. 

Duty to .top 
veblcle for 
regulating 
traffic and In 
caB. of 
accident. 

M oto.,. Vehicles. [Act vm 
(Part I.-Preliminary. Part 1l.~Pro'/}isions 0/ General 

Application. ) 

(3) It shall come into force on such date l as the Governor 
General in Council, by ;notificatiop in the Gazette of India, 
may direct. 

2. " Motor vehicle" includes a vehicle, carriage or other 
Jl!.eans Qf conveyance propelled, or which may be propelled, 
on a !'Oad by electrical or Plechanical power either entirely 
or partially; 

" prescribed " means prescribed by -rules under this Act; 

" public place" means a road, street, way or other place, 
whether a thoroughfare or not, to which the public are 
granted access or over which they have a right to pass. 

PART II. 
PROVISIONS OF GENERAL APPLICATION. 

3. (1) No person under the age of eighteen years shall 
drive a motor vehicle in any public place. 

(2) No pwner pr perSQn in charge of a motor vehicle shall 
allow any person under the age of eighteen years to drive the 
sam~ in any public place; and in' the event of a contravention 
qf sub-lIection (1), the Court may.presume that the motor 
vehicle wall driven with the conllent of the owner or person 
in charge. . 

4. The person in charge of a. motor vehicle shall Cause 
the vehicle to IItop and to remain stlltionary so long as may 

. reallonably be necessary-

(a) when required to do so by any police-officer for the 
purpose of regulating traffic or of ascertaining his 
name and address with a view to prosecuting such 
person under this Act or for any purpose connected 
with the enforcement of the provisions of this Act 
or the rules thereunder, or 

(b) when required to do So by any person having charge 
of any animal if such person apprehends that the 
a;oimal is, or will be, alarmed by the motor 
vehicle, or . , 

(c) when 

1 The lsu' April 1915, see General Statutory Rules and Orders, 
Vol. IV, p. 490. 

The Act. has been extended to the Pargana of Mallpur, subiect 
to certain modifications, see Notification No. 170B-B., dated 23rd 
O~tober 1926, Gazette of India, 1926, Pt. II-A, p. 377 • .. 



OJ' 1914.] M ottw Vehicle •. 

(Part 1I.-Provi.wns oJ.General AppliCation., PaTt III.
Licensing and ContTol.) 

(c) when he knows or has reason to believe that an acci-
dent has occurred to any person or to any animai 
or vaLicla in charge of a person owing to the 
presence of the motor vehicle and he shall also, 
jf 110 requiJ'eJ, give his name and aJdrelis and the 
name and address of the owner of such motor 
vehicle. 

5. WJiOever dI'ives a motor vehicle in a public place reck. :~o~es. 
Jassly or negligently, or at a speed or in a manner which is v og. 

dangerous to the public, having regard to all the circum- -
stances of the case, including the nature, condition and use 
of the place and the amount of traffic which actually is at 
the time, ,or which might reasonably be expected to be, in 
the place, shall, on conviction, be punishable with nne which 
may extend to five hundred rupees, 

PART III: 

LICENSING AND CONTROL. 

6. No person shall drive a motor vehicle in a public place LlceoBlogof 

I h ' I' d' h 'b d d drivers. un e!18 e 18 lcense In t e prescrl e manner, an no owner 
or person in charge of a motor vehicle shall allow any person 
WJIO is -not so licensed, to drive it: 

Pruvided that, subject to rules malle by lhe J~ocal Govern
ment in thill behalf" this section shall not apply to a person 
receiving instruction in driving a motor vehicJe. 

'1. The holder of a licence shall nut allow it to be used by Transfer of 

h 1100000" any ot er person. 
S. The driver of a motor vehicle shall produce his licence Production of 

d d b I , ffi lloonce, upon em an y any po lCe-o cer. , 
9. Every licence to drive a motor vehicle Iha11 be valid Extent of 

. h b'li d h' ' Validity of 11-m IUC area as may e speC! e t erem:· cenoo to drive, 

Provided that no licence shall specify any area outside, 
the province in which it is granted, unless it is issued'· • 
., in accordaJ;lC8 with such conditions and restrictions as the 
Governor General in Council may impose. 

10. (1) The owner of every motor vehicle shall cause it 1!eglBtratlon of 

L . t d' h 'b d . motor vehl<l ... to e -t'egls ere In t e preserl e manner. 
(2) Such 

• ,'h9 words .. by Buch authority and " We1'9 repealed by's. 3 and 
&lh. II of thtt Second Repealing and AmendiDg· Aot, 1914 (11 of 1914). 
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Power of Local 
Government to 
make rules. 

Motor :v fJhiolfJ., [ACT vm 

'(Part IIf.-Lioensing and Control.) 

(2) Such registration shall be valid in such area as may 
be specified. ~n the, certificate of registration: 

Provided that no certificate of registration shall be valid 
outside the province in which it is granted unless it is issued 
in accordance with such conditions and restrictions as the 
Governor General in Council may impose. 

11. (1) The Local Government, subject to the condition 
of previous publication, shall make rules 1 for the purpose of 
carrying into effect the provisions of this Act and of regulat
ing, in ,the whole or any part of the territories under its 
admillistration, the use of motor vehicles or any class of 
motor vehicles in public places. 

(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality 
of the foregoing powers, the Local Government may make 
rules for all or any of the following purposes, namely:-

(a) providing for the registration of motor vehicles, and 
the conditions subject to which such vehicles may 
be registered, the fees payable in respect of and 
incidental to registration, the issue of certificates 
01 registration, the notification of any changes of 
ownership, and (subject to the provisions of sec
tion 10), the area in which 2[and the duration 

lor whichl certificates of registration shall be 
'Valid; 

(b) providing for facilitating the identification of motor 
vehicles by the assignment of distinguishing ~um
bers to such vehicles and the displaying of number 
and name plates thereon, or in any other manner; 

(c) regulating the construction -and equipment of motor 
vehicles, including the provision and use of lights, 
bells, horns, brake", speed indicators or other 
appliances; I 

(d) prescribing the authority by which, and the condi
tions subject to which, drivers of motor vehicles 
or any class of such drivers may be licensed, the 
fees payable in respect of such licences, and 
(subject to the provisions of section 9), the area 

within 

1 For such rules ate the various Local Rules and Orders. 
• These words were inserted by s. 2 of the Indian Motor Vehiclet 

(Amendment) Act, 1924 (15 of 1924). 
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OP 1914.] M oto,. Vehides. 

<Part 111.-LicfJnling and Control.) 

within which, and the duration for which, licences 
,hall be valid; 

I[(tid) prescribing the authority by which" and the 
conditions and limitations subject to which, licen
ces may be suspended or cancelled ~J 

<e) prescribing the conditions subject to which, and'the 
fees (if any) on payment of which, motor vehicles 
may be let or plied for hire in public places, gene
rally or in any particular public place; 

(J) prescribing' tll.e precautions to be observed when 
motor vehicles are standing in any public place; 

(g) limiting the speed at which motor vehicles may be 
driven generally or in any particular public place; 

(h) prohibiting or regulating the driviI .. g 9f motor 
vehicles in public places, where their use may, in 
the opinion of the Local Government, be attended 
with danger or inconvenience to the .public; and 

(i) providing generally for the prevention of danger, 
injury or annoyance .to t,he public or' any person, 
or of danger or injury to property, or of obstruc
tion to traffic. 

(3) All rules made under ihis section shall be published 
in the local official Gazette; and, on such publication, shan 
have effect as if enacted in this Act. 

12. The prescribed authority shall give, in the prescribed ::t:.~ of 

manner, public notice of any rule, made by the Local Govern-
ment under section 11, prohibiting or regulating' the driving 
of motor vehicles in any public place; or limiting the speed 
of motor vehicles in any such place i and for the purpose of 
giving effect to any such rule, shall display conspicuous 
notices at or near the place to which the rule refers. 

13. The Local Government may, by notification in the ~:::"~e~ 
local official Gazette, exclude any area specified in sUllh noti- :::':'~ ":~. 
fication from the operation of this Part; and may, by a like ~:lromthla 
notification, exempt either generally or fol' .• specified period 
any motor :vehicle or class of motor vehicles from the opera-
tion of all or any of the provisions of this Parl. 

PART IV. 

• Thil clause 1V8I inserted b.Y' .11. 2 of the Indian Motor Vehicles 
(Amendment) Act, 1920 (27 of llJ2O). 



Power of 
Governor 
GenerallD 
Connell to 
make rules. 

Motor Vehioles. [ACT VIII 

(Pm·t IV.-Motor vehioles temporarily leaving or visiting 
British India.) 

PART IV. 

MOTO,R 'VEHICLES TEMPORARILY.LEAVING OR .VISITING BRITISH 

INDIA.. 

14. (1) Th~ Governor Genera,l.in Council may make .rules1 

!or all or any ofi the following. purposes, namely:-

(i) for the ~'rl'antand autheil.ticatio~ of any travelling 
pa88es; certificates 01' autho'tities lor the use of 
persons· temporarily taking. their motor. vehicles 
Ollt ol British: India, or to' driverS' of such vehicles 

,when proceeding- out of British India for the 
, purpose' of driving such vehicles, aud 

(ii) prescribing the conditions subject to which. motor 
vehides hrought temporarily into Biitish India hy 
persons intending to make a' temporary stay there 
may be possessed, used and driven:. 

(2) All rules made un.!ler this section shan be published 
in the Gazette or Inaia ; and, on such publication, shall have 
effect as if enacted in this Act. . . 

SavIDg. 15. Nothing in this Act or in any rule made [by the 
Local Government under' section 11] 2 rel!\ting tQ-

(a) the registration of motor v,hicles, 

(b)· requirements as to construction, identifir-atioJi or 
equipment of sur-h' vehicl~s, or' 

(0) the licensing or qualincationsof drivers of such 
ve~icles,. 

shall apply in the case of any moter vehicle such as is re
ferred to in clause (it) of sub-section (1) of section 14, or of 
any persoDpossessing, using or driving the same, provided 
that the requirements of any rule made under the said clause 
and applicable to such vehicle or person are complied with. 

PART V. 

1 For· ""leR made "nder s. 14, ue General Statutory Rules and 
Orc1erR. Vol IV. pp. 490-503. 

• These words and. figures were suohRtitutod for the ~or.t .. there
under" by s; 2 and Sch. of the Amendi!lg-Act;: 1916 (13 of 1916). l' 
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OP 1914.J Motor Vehicles. 

(Part V.-Milcellaneoul.) 

PART V. 

MISCELLANEOlTS. 

16. Whoevt!r contravenes any of the provisions of t.his P ..... u ... 
A.d or of any rule made thereunder shall, if no other penalty; 
ia elsewhere provided in this Act for such contranution, La 
puni .. hable with fine which may extend to one hundre,l 
rupees, and, in the event of such person having been pre· 
,·iously ('onvicted of au offen(,e under this Ac.-t or any rule made 
thereunder, with fine which may extend to two hundred 
rupees. 

17. No Court inferior to that of a Presidency Magistrate ~~~ ... of 

or a Magistrate of the second class shall try any offe~ce 
punishable under this Act or any rule made thereunder. 

18. (1) A Local Government may, in ita discretion.,- C&nceUatlon 
and 8uspensloD 
of Dcenoeand 

(I) cancel or suspend any licence granted under this· Act, t!~,:=~on 
and Iioen ... 

(ii) declare any person disqualified for obtaining a licence 
under this Act either permanently or for such 
period as it ,thinks fit. 

1[(104) The prescribed authority may, subject to such 
conditions and limitations as may be prescribed, cancel or 
luspend any license granted under this Act.] 

(2) Any Court by which any person is convicted of an 
ofrence against the provisions of this Act or any rule llH\de 
thereunder or of any offence in connection with thee driving of 
a motor vehicle Ihall, if such person )lolds a licence under 
the Act, cause particulars of the conviction. to be endorsed 
thereon and may, in respect of such person and of his 
licence, if any, exercise the like powers as are conferred hy 
lub-section (1) on the Local Government: 

Provided that no order made by a Court under this suo
lection shall affect any person or licence for a period ex
ceeding one year from the date of such conviction. 

(3) Any Court before which the holder of a licence under 
this Act is accused of· any offence mentioned in sub-section 

(2) may 

I This 8u\Hection was inserted by s. 3 of the Indian Motor 
Vehides (Amendment) Act, 1920 (21 of 1920). 



Motor Vehicles. [ACT VIII OF 1914.] 

(Parp V;-Miscellaneou8. Schedule.) 

(2) may suspenf such licence until the termination of the 
proceedings before it. 

(4) A copy of every order of cancellation, suspension or 
disqualifio.l1tion made under this section in respect of a 
licence o~ the holder of a licence. shall be endorsed on the 
licence, and a copy of every endorsement, in accordance with 
the provisions of this section, shall be sent to theauthol'ity 
b..r. which such licence has been granted. 

(5) Every holder of a licence shall, when called upon to 
do so, produce his licence· before any authority acting under 
this section. 

(£;) A person whose licflnce has been cancelled or suspend
ed in accordance with the provisions of this section, shall, 
during the period for which such order of cancellation has 
effect, or during the period of suspension, as the case may 
be, be disqualified for obtaining a li~ence. 

(7) No person whose licence has been endorsed or who 
has been disqualified for obtaining a licence shall apply for, 
or obtain, a licence without giving particulars of such en
dorsement or disqualification. , 

19. Rep. by the Repealing Act, 1927 (12 011927). - ' 

SC'HEDULE. 

[Repealed by the Repealing Act, 1927 (12 011927).] 
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