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PREFATORY NOTE. 

THIS volume contains the Resolution recorded 

by the Governor General of India in Council 

on the 16th January 1902 and published in the 

Gasette 0/ India of the 18th idem, on the Land 

Revenue Policy of the Government. It also contains 

a series of reports by Local Governments on the 

same subject. The circumstances which led to the 

preparation of these reports, and to the promulgation 

of the views of the Government of India, are explained 

in the opening paragraphs of the Resolution. 

The Resolution is an authoritative exposition of 

the principles on which the Land Revenue Adminis

tration in J ndia has been based in the past, and by 

which it will be guided in the future. The reports 

of Local Governments not only afford a reply to 
criticisms which have recently been levelled at the 

administration of the Land Revenue in this country; 

they furnish val uable materials for a detailed study 
of the history· and methods of the different systems 

of assessment which have been evolved to meet 

the widely differing circumstances of the various 
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prOVInces. It is considered desirable that these 

papers should be given a wide publication and be 

made easily accessible both to the officers of Govern

ment and to the public: and with this object it has 

, been decided to issue them in a cheap book form. 

The papers have been arranged in chapters and 

supplied with an index and marginal abstracts to 

paragraphs for the convenience of those consult

ing the volume. Arrangements are in progress for 

the issue in each Province of a translation in the 

vernacular of the Resolution and of the particular 

report which concerns the Province. 

J. B. FULLER, 
Secretary to the Government of lndz'a· 

CALCUTTA: 

DEPARTMENT OF 

REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE. 

J Dated 18th March 1902. 
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GLOSSARY. 

Khas mahal .. Crown lands; originally, those devoted to the private 
profit of the ruler. 

K hot. Originally a revenue farmer with hereditary right of office. 
now proprietor (Konkan, Bombay). 

Khudkasht. A resident hereditary tenant under a Zemindar; land 
cultivated by a proprietor for himself. 

Lakb. One hundred thousand. 
Lagwan. One of the village accounts showing the total assessment 

and by whom to be paid. 

l'lahiil. A village, estate, or group of lands regarded as a unit for 
land revenue purposes. 

lVIalguzRr. Payer of the mal or revenue; the village headman or 
proprietor. 

M:\lguz~rf. Pertaining to the tenure of the malguzar. 
lVI:Hik-maqbuza. Possessor in full proprietary right of a plot. or 

holding within a village. 
~~aund or man. A measure of weight of 40 seers or So Ibs. avoirdu

pois. 
Merak. Fees, and shares in grain, etc., allotted to hereditary village 

artizans and Sfevants from the common share (Madras). 
Minis. Inheritance; inherited property or right. 
Mirasicar. The holder of hereditary lands or offices in a village. 

Neu-va. The mode of distributing equally the total land revenue 
ass essment of a village among the co· sharers. Narva villages 
are viII ages held in co-partnership (Guzerat, Bombay). 

Faimash (Faimaish). Measurement; survey. 
Patel. The headman of the ryotwari village in Central, Western a.nd 

part of Southern India. 
Patwari. A village accountant ar.d keeper of the village records. 
Powars. A clan or caste of that name. 
Puttah cr Fottah. A written lease or document given to tenants 01' 

occupiers Or other land-holders. 

Rabi. The spring harvest which ripens at the beginning d the hot 
season. 

Ragi. A ccarsemillet (Eleusine Corocana). 
Ryot. A tenant under a landlord; also a land-holder or occupant 

holding direct from Government and not under any landlord 
or middleman. 

Ryoti, Ryotw9ri. The system of settlement in which there is no 
middleman or landlord over the individual ryots, who are 
severally (not jointly) liable for the revenue assessment on the 
holding. ' 
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Sana1. A title deed, a patent of app)intm~nt to a granl titlt!, 

dignity or office. 
Sahulcir or Savkar. The village money-lender. 
Seer. A measure of weight equal to 2 Ibs. avoirdupois. 
Serai. A rest-house. 
Sir. The landlord's home farm. 
Sir Khudkasht. The landlord's private lands cultivated by himself. 
Siwai. Any addition)o the standard or cus!omary revenue; profits 

from the land other than those of cultivation, e.g., fisheries. 
Sunn or San. A fibre plant (Crotolaria jUllcea). 

Tabsil. A local revenue sub-di vision. 
Takavi. Government loans to land· holders and cultivators. 
Ta!uk, Ta!uka. A division of a Collectorate or District (Madras and 

Bombay). A landholding or tenure which is subordinate to a 
landlord or superior (Bengal). 

Ta!Ukdar. A landlord 0\' zemindar holding (originally) an estate or 
group of estates by special grant or on feudal tenure. 

Ta!ukdarl. The tenure or status of a Talukdar. 
Tanlci or Tankha. The Manitha fixed assessment in money (as 

opposed to any former revenue assessment varying with the 
vears crop). 

Taram' kammi. A reduction from taram assessm~nt, i.e., the assess-
ment based on classification of soils. 

Til. An oilseed (Sesamum indicum). 
Tola. A weight of which about 2~ go to the ounce avoirdupois. 

Varam. A share of the crop or produce of the field (:\1adras). 

Zemindar. A landlord or proprietor receiving rent and paying 
revenue thereon direct to Government. 

Zemindari. Pertaining to the tenure of a Zemindar. 
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" Statistics. "] 

Abatement(s)- PA.GE 

Revenue-due to loss of cropping in the Central Provinces 113 
in ;\1 adras 166, 208, 217 
to meet fluctuations of produce 41 
as a remedy for local deterioration 44 

Probable effect, of an - of the land revenue on the 
resources of the people 35 

Annual value. See Assets. 
Area-

Increase of cultivated - in Bombay 
in the Central Provinces 

Increase in occupied - of Madlas since 1855 
Waste assessed - of :'.1adras 

Assets -See Half-Assets. 
Determination of agricultural in first thirty years' set. 

tlement in the Central Provinces 
Incidence of the revenue assessment on rental

in Bengal 
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• 84. 89 
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Bombay-
Cash rents in - • 259 
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Increase of cultivation in - 256 
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114· 
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Cesses-colltd. PAGK 

Percentage of annual value taken as revenue and-
in the Panjab. 89 

Present incidence of - on land 29 
Suggested advantages of a consolidated demand for 

revenue and - in the Panjab ~o 

Cultivation -
Calculation of - expenses in Madras ]88 
Increase of - in Bombay 256 

- in the Central Provinces 145 
Proportion of - expenses to value of gross outturn in 

Madras 191 

Deccan. Alleged impoverishment of - ryots 263 
Demand.-See Revenue Assessment. 

-Comparative incidence of revenue - of old and new 
settlements in the Central Provinces 142 

Comparison between revenue - in Bombay under Native 
and British rule 246 

Disadvantages to Madras ryot of irreducibility of Gov-
ernment - 163 

Large and sudden enhancements of the revenue - • 38 
The remedy applied 39 

Exaction of a fixed - where produce fluctuates 41 
Need for greater elasticity 43 

Government revenue - on landlords in the Central Pro-
vinces 101 

Growth and pressure of the revenue ~ i,n Madras 207 
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Western Provinces and Oudh 76 
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Increase in the total revenue - of Madras in fifty years 217 
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Necessity frr prompt red uction in the revenue - in cases 

of agricultural deterioration 44-
Pressure of revenue - in Bombay judged by reali-

zations 257 
Probable effects of an abatement of the revenue - on the 

resources of the people 35 
Proposed limitation of the State's - on landlords 10 

Remissions of land revenue - in Madras 216 
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