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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL.

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE,
BureAvU or TE CENSUS,
Washington, D. C., May 7, 1923.
I H

I transmit herewith a digest of the laws relating to taxation and revenue in the
different States and the District of Columbia in 1922, which was prepared in con-
nection with the decennial investigation on wealth, debt, and taxation authorized
by the Permanent Census Act. :

This digest wae prepared under the direction of Starke M. Grogan, chief statistician
in charge of wealth, debt, and taxation. Acknowledgment is made of the services
ol Prof. Carl C. Plehn, of the department of economics of the University of Cali-
fornia, who reviewed the plan of preeentation and contributed the foreword; and of
Walter 8. Gilchrist, who had immediate charge of the preparation of thia digest of
tax laws.

Reepectiully, :
W. M. STEUART,
Director of the Census.
Hon. Hernerr Hooven,
Seerstary of Commerce.
m



CONTENTS,

FOreword .o eve e ieianrieeeie fetniietietietai e en s te e en S niinen

InIrOQUCHION. «ecavevenesrceovasoovorsvensorcsnsoronnssacnseuonn aaossinansn

DIGEST OF LAWS, BY STATES.

Page. |

Alabama. .....cveevieanennnnnn.. 5 | Nebrask...eoeeveseeeannnnceenns
AriZons. ..cvovvnieieiinananeanes 18 | Nevada--vsooioncsnsn irihasaibiee
Arkansas. . ....ccevervmvccnecane 26 | New Hampshire............. eeeve
Californig. .....cccuvuuee bevannnen 37 !NewJersey..;..............'..r.'.‘-.
Colorado. . ccveveeenncanans Ceeeans 4 8’NewMeneo............'........
Connecticut. ...c.ocovvenennnnenn. 6 | New York....... R SO
Delawsre......coccveevnnnennn.. 65 | North Carolina.....c...couniaine
District of Columbis.............. 73 | North Dakota. . .v...vuion e
Florida. . . .cvevvreemcnncannna. 77 1 Ohio. . cveeieiii i iaaaes
GOOTRi®. «ovvnarecciieniaananns 86 | Oklahomat..... . c.cvuernnennnns
Idaho....covnveeeriniinannnns . -97 lOregon TP P
1llinois............ feediens feeeen 108 | Pennsylvama ........ fheveenoan O
Indiana......ccivnenn... wierens 114 | Rhode Island.......i.......
Iowa...ccvnennnen.. PR erees : 120 South Caroling. ............
Kangas. .. ...cvivvecvicancnnenss South Dakota..............
Kentucky...... eereeerannaan. 140 ! TOnNesss0. .- - iceviioaennnn iees
Louisiana. ... ..covceeiiiiaiinan, 149 : Texas........... dedecreadaion v
Maine.......cooiiieinnnnannnn.. 161 ' Utah...ceimieniiaoioniainnanan :
Maryland....oooevvionnnannnnn... 170 | Vermonte....oeneiueneenenns —.ns
Massachussetts................... 177 | Virginia. ... ceceniiniiniiaaane..
Michigan. .. ............. T 191 | Washington..........c.oocvocinns
Minnesots........cccciceieenan.. 204 - West Virginia. ............ eeres
Missisippi. .v.ceeviennnnnnnn... « 212! WiSCODSID. . . v veerrernnncnenenns
Missouri...........u.. eeeeraeans 224 Wyoming..... .c.ovemuuennn Ceneen
Montans.......cicovevnnnn.. ceee. 238

SUMMARIES OF CERTAIN LAWS.,
TasLe I.—Inheritance or succession tax Jaws. ... ....0¢cveienremunnnannes
Tasie' Il.—Income-taxlaws................. A,

Tasre 111.—Poll taxes and fixed sums of money or limited amount of labor on

public roads required of certain classes of persons, laws relating -

LT 7 A



vIuI FOREWORD.

to provisions expressed in precisely the same words., Administrative practice quite
generally sanctions assessment at far less than 100 per cent of the “true value? which
the law may rigidly prescribe; and many excellent practices as to the use of maps
and records of sales or transfers atd foHgwad, Tof thd existence of which there is no
statutory provmon

There are in the tax statutes as they stand not a few provisions which are dead
lotters, of Very neatly inoperative, because superseded by other provisions, emascu-
lated by:court rilings or: applicable.only ! to. ‘conditions ‘which:onte existed but no
longer ariss; :Care has been: taken not to 'enter ary .such-provisions in the digest,
and: 'if ‘ary are foiind -theréin they: will-be only-such as have been inchided in the
officially authorized compilations by the codifiers-and edifors of the statutes whose
conclusions ag to what wad the law in each State appeared to the Bureau of the Censua
0 be reliables i 2-.c In ooy ok R N S S (NPT, BECU I SO

+'While the: pfimary: purpose of the d1gest is to render the tables relating to Govem~
ment revenues intelligible, there is no reason why it may not serve other purposes
_equalty .well} ‘provided the limitations above noted and others naturally inherent
ih & digest Buch ds: this are borne in/mind. - Thus, the legislator in search of a formu-~
Tation: for & fax/1dw mew in hiis State 'will Be nble to discover what other States have
laws of -simjlar intent.! ll‘akf"comm.issions,’ 4ax experts; -and acholars will likewise .
find “in the -digest ‘guidance in making compardtive atudies; although they should

"be: especially ‘careful to- consult the’ full text' of each’ atatute and to mvesugate 1ts
history, itsienvirennient, and its-administration: *- 1 -

The vital importance of taxation to the welfare of eocxety lends a specml mgmﬁctmce,-
which the recent great increasé in the tax burden grestly emphmnzes; to t]ns, t.he ﬂnrd
digest of State laws relating to uxstlon.v antegni

o ’vrCAm.G.Panr



