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VUI .FOREWORD. 

to provisiollll expressed in precisely the same words. Administrative practice quite 
generally sanctions assessment at far leas than 100 per cent of the "true value" which 
the law may rigidly prescribe; and many excellent practices as to the use of maps 
and records 9f sales or transfers Q.t~ f9U~)fP; @til existence of which there is no 
statutory provision. 

There are in the tax statutes as theyBfimcI not a few provisions which are dead 
lettel8, oi 'irerynearlyilioperativli,' hecause superseded'by other provisions, 1lmaseu
latect by'ctmrt riillngB, or' applica.ble,onlY' to, 'c~ditiomi ,which, onoo existed but-l1O 
lorigep aristiJ ,Care, haiJ .. "en:·takeil., inotto ,'tmteI'.any .BiIchprovisions in the digesti,; 
and; Iii, .liy a.refuhnd ,.ihEll"em they: will :be only'suCh u Ja.a.ve been included in the' 
officially ail1.horized. !oompilations'by the codifier&tmJi editors of the statutes wliose 
conclusions as to what was the law in each State appeared to the Bureau of the CeIlllUB 
to,be-teliable:, Li ~ >.,~ .:'~ '.' ~ .. ~. :: -.:t 'i' '\·.:~I'" I. (d, '~1f ~ ~.' .1 .. 

• While the" pmnary' p\2l'potie of the 'digest is, to tender the tables'relating to Govem-" 
ment revenues intelligible, there is no reason why it may not'1!Ill'Ve other purposes 

. equlilly ,well} rproVidecl the lin:dtationil, above rioted 'and' others ,naturally inherent 
ih'.-digestaucli:8sl this'li.reborn8"ill,mind., :rhus, the legisJ.atoriD search of a forDiu
la.tion' lor a 'tairlaw (Ile1fl iIi,:1iis State will lie able 10 discoveJi 'What other States have 
laWs of ,s'imiI~ intent) lfuJ-com.missions;.tax experts; ·ancl echolarswill likewise 
tind;in(the ,digust '.guidance in ,.making' Comparative·studies,> altlmugb t1i.ey should 
'b~espe~Y'f~:~'tons~tthel~l,te~t'of.eacAm'tllte ~d' to investigate its 
his1xlry, 'lUJlenVU'OD.nlent, 'and Itsa.dDllnistrati.on~ " " 

The vital importance of taxation to the welfare of society lends a 8pecial significance, 
which the recent great increase in the tax burden greatly emphasizes; to this, the third 
dig~ bf ~ laws relating to< 1t&utionJ, ' . ,,'" .: i ; 

.c, C"'RL C.' PLBB1f. ' 


