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stant burning of aromatics, in-such quantity, asrto
form a cloud that resembled the rainy season; anid
numberless rubies that were distributed about the
buildings praserved a constant li ght over the place.”

- It is.worthy of remark that these sixteen thousand
mistresses of Crishna declare that, * though they
were not HouRr1s, they were desirous, at least, to
be his slaves.” p. 499. The occurrence of the word
HowuRrzi, were there not réason to suppose it inserted
by the Persian translator, would alone stamp the
Bhagavat as a.production posterior to the time of
Mahommed. At page 416, the zennardars, addres-
sing -the offended Ram, as God, exclaim: “ Oh
Bhagavat, we ignorant and sinful men bave offended
thee, and by ANGER was but mercY, which gave
us an occasion of bebolding thy power.”

HIS DESCENT TO HADZES,

Crisuna’s descent to - the regions of the deéad, in
order to recover the deceased son of a brabmin, is
thus wildly but impressively described.

¢« So Crishna and Arjoon ‘mounted a earfiﬁge
together, and went towards the: west, and, passing
all the seven climates;, and all the stages of the
universe, came to that profound,and palpable dark-
ness, where there is no-admission of the sun, or the
moon, or fire. -As-they:had iow no-other means.of ,
proceeding; Soadharsan-Chakra (the celestial thun-
deibolt); was ordered:to:ga forward, that the horses
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A story very nearly resembling the above (for
we must not expect to find the similitude ezact,
which could not fail of discovering to us the theft),
occurs in the life of Crishna, so often alluded to, for
Vasudeva having found a complete tutor, named
SeNDEEPEN, for his supposed son, and his brother
Rama, we are informed that he placed them under
their care. ¢* Although, says the history, to save ap-
pearances, they staid some time in Avéngtee as his
pupils, yet, in fact, Crishna learned all the sciences in
one day and night, and perfectly knew all the sixty-
Jour Kela, to the great joy and equal astonishment
of Sendeepen, who had been used to see his pupils
employ months and years upon only one book.””*

Thus, in the very first instance cited, we have not
only proof of the high antiquity of the spurious
gospel in question, but very direct evidence of its
contents being transplanted into the Indian purané:
in whatever age that composition was fabricated.

There is one summary and decisive argument
against the veracity of all the species of gospels
under consideration, which are stuffed with roman-
tic accounts of imaginary miracles said to have been
performed by Christ 7n bls infancy, whereas it is not
apparent from any passage in the genujne gospels,
that he performed any miracles in infancy; but the

.direct contrary may be collected, from that text of
St. John, cap.ii. v.2. This BEGINNING of MI-
racLes did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and mani-

# Ancient India, vol. ii. p. 379.
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" ADVERTISEMENT.

THE former T1TLE Of this Book not hav=
ing been thought expressive enough of the
CcoNTENTS Which, it is presumed, contain
a summary but satisfactory answer to most
of the ob_]ectlons against Christianity urged.
by the Indian Sceptic, that title has heen
altered to the present more comprehensxve
one. The opportunity thus occurring, 1
- cannot resist the temptation of submitting
to the public ¢wo, very honourable testimo-
nials which I have had ‘the pleasure to re~
ceive by letter, in ‘favour .of -the work;,
" from persons not a littlé distinguished in
the religious and literary world. The
essential service they may be of ifi recom-
mendmg a volume, which, though small i
bulk, has been attended with: no’ 1nc0nsx—~
derable expense, wxll, I hope, procure me
the forgiveness of the highly, respectable
Wnters for the liberty thus taken i in present- )
ing them to"the public. The’ first is from
‘the very reverend, and profoundly learned,
DEeAN oF WESTMINSTER ; the ‘'second is.
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from Dr. Apam CrLarkE, a gentleman
eminent in almost every class. of literature,
but particularly m the lme of Onental
research.

LETTER I

Dx;:uz Sml

I mavE run throngh your hule volume with
the utmost av:dlty, and I think you have proved
your paint against Volney with complete suc-
cess ;—but -did Volney ever gain a prosc!yte
except in his own ‘school? surely no rational
being can read the Hindoo account of Crishna,
‘compared with the History of Christ in any
one of our four Gospels, and remain with a scrue
ple on his mind.® .. : '
You. soften imdeedk. the c:mnmstance of
Crishna’s '16000 coscubines (page 104,) by
blending it with the, mystic. love, supposed ta
be: concealed under. the, hcnntlous images. of
™ Undoubtedly not, if the sceptic would take the trouble ta
make the comparison, and weigh impartially the merits of the’
respecme narrahons. The audacious assertion, however,
baving been, publicly nade, that the Gospels are Sorgeries
Jfvom the Indian and Mithriac legéndsyt it hecane necessary

to investigate. the truth of that assertmn, and the result wnlt
be found in the followm° pages. M.

t See Volney’s « Ruins,” page 290; and pamcnlarly the notes.
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Hafeg; but I imaginé in both mslam:es,t‘here
isa falhcy-—fér the. admirefs of Hafez could
not defend -their Approbation-o¢f sach images,
without assighing them an allegoricil sénse to
cover their bakedness—neither could.the de»
votees: of Crishna assign’ a zenaua to the Sus
preme.. Godk incarnate, without shrouding the
absurdity in:a mystic .Allusion. No idelater
will own that he is guilty of idolatry.. .
.Instead of softening this ciccumstance, I w:sh
you had insisted on it-as a certaiw proof of:imit
pasture ;% for Bayle has observed, - that it s a
point on which all impostots stumble:-and k
would add, thal the imposturd here is so truly
Oriental, that, in the original compositicn of the
fable, I have no doubt hut it was meant as 4 full
proof of Crisbua's divisity. Prowess with the
sex, is the highest boass of ‘every Oriental send -
“sualist, and the character of Mahcmed is exalted
like that of thm dmono' bis’ Moslemy, hy'

@ In reply to this very Judlcnousobsetvahon, | mrust remaﬂf,
. that it was by no means my wish to-foften down any portion
of the licentivusnéss of Crishira’s chiaricters but it was rieces-
sary to be impartially just to that character, as conceivéd
by. the Hindoos ; and Siz W, Jones on this. subject expressky;
says, ¢ Cnshna was PURE and tEAsTE in reality, though
he exhibited an appearance of excessive libertinism,” that § K,
the character was so formed to coincide with their ideas of an
incarnate deity, and decisively proves the point contended for,,
viz, that Crishna isa motley characler, eompounded éué of two
systems djametrically opposite ta each other; the one pure
and qnnhml the other founded in ghysics and gross.sensaality,

M,
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" the boast of his vigour being equal to that of
_fifty other men. Whether the Arabian boasted
this himself, I 'do not know, but the 33d Chap-
ter of his Koran will shew, that the revelatlons
of his friend. Gabriel,- were much in"unison
with it. - However, he was modeérate in com-
panson ‘with' Crishna; he required but nine
wives himself; though he might have slavesand
captwes as many as he chose. ‘
"You have made.an admirable use of the
EvanceLiuM INFANTLZ, and you have shewn,
-on the best probable grounds, the means of in-
tercourse between Indiaand the Western world
by tradition, by Jews, and by Manichzans, &c.
\ %c. * Still I have ever sought in vain throughout
all the: Sanskreet: records, we have hitherto
‘obtained, for that notice of the Western world.
by the "Hindoos, which' our Greek historians’
give us of the Eastern.- Wilford's Egypt and
the Western Isles are all but abandoned ; his
Chandragupta is perhaps identified with San-
dracottus; but in all the other scraps of hxstory .
he has given us, I always suspect the hand of.
his pundits. If Mr. Bentley's account of their-
Chronology, corruption of System, &c. should,
upon _further ‘research, be found true, little,
faith will attach to Sanskreet documents for the .
future. - ‘
- You have laboured so lonO' in thls vmeyard
that I fear iny observations wnll appear crude
and ill founded ; but I could not refrain from
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this commumcatlon, as I have received “much
pleasure from your work Believe .me- with
~ great repect your very faithful

,and obedient Servant,

S W. VINCENT:
Deanery, March, 21,1812; ~ ~ o : .

LETTER II.

. No.2, Harpur-atrcd,
. © April 8thy 1812
My pEAR Si, S
Accrer my cordial thanks for your work,
entitled ¢ Brahminical Fraud Detected,” which'
I received this morning; and which I have since.
read through from beginning to end ;- havmg laid
-aside every other llterary pursuit, that T mtght'
do the utmost Justlce in my- power 10 'so imi-
portant a subject. ,

After a most attentive perusal, I once more,
return you my sincerest thanks for the high
gratification and instructiom which I have de-
rived from your Tract; and beg leave to say,
that yon have not only made a2 mgst’ Iaudame '
attempt to unmask Imposture and support
Truth ; but you have, also, succeeded in both’
pbjects.

There is only one thing i in your b_ook, with
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which I feel displeased, viz, your assertion,
freface, p. v. “ that this shall be the last of your
prose works.” 'This, Sir, is wrong—itotally
‘wrong! Take up any other kindred subject,
and handle it as well as you have done ks, and
the Republic of Letters, as well as the Church
.of God, will be undet considerable: ohlto'atlons
to you.

After so many years of fnendly intercourse,
you must knaw mé¢ too well, to believe me
capable of adulatlon, or of uttermtr a disguised
sentiment ; aud, will therefore the more readily
‘credit me, when, ex animo, I assert my convic-

‘tion—that by your present labour,  you have
strong claims on the gratitude of every sincere
Ghristian, whether Chnrchman or Dissenter .
Pray insert oy, name in the list of Subscribers
tn youy WESTMINSTER ABBRY{ and believe -
e with every. fervent wishi for: your temporal
a5, well as spiritpal happiness,

Dear Slr,

your s most: smcerely,

. A, CLA RKE.
'Tke Re'o T. Mauru:c,
Bnmh Museum.
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Tur blasphemous parallel attempted to
be run by M, Volney, and other Infidels,
between Curist and CrisuNa4; not only
in pame, but in the life and pretended mi- |
racles of the latter, is well known, and has -
been in part refuted. In a volume of.the.
Asiaric REsEarcHES, recently arrived in
Europe, a second pretender to the honours
and distinction of the Christian Messiah
bas made his appearance; and, of SALI-
VAHANA, or SALBAHAN, who gave his
name to the GREAT ERA at present in
use in India, it is expressly aﬂirmed in
Sanscrit books—¢¢ that hes%as born of 'a
VIRGIN, his nominal father of the CARPEN- |
TER TRIBE; that it was propheszed of kim
| that ke should thus be born ; and that his ife
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in infancy was attempted to be destroyed by
a great monarch, whom it was predicted he
should destroy.”— Asiatic Researches, vol. ix,
P 118. o "
“The- BHAGAVAT, one of the most cele-
brated of the eighteen Indian Puraxas,
in which the miraculous feats of Crishna
are detailed, was stated, by Sir W. Jones,
at a very early penod of our knowledge of -
‘India, to be a composition of very high
antiqhity, for Vyasa, the supposed author,
‘is affirmed to have ﬁounsbed and astrono-’
. rhical ‘calculations are adduced to prove:
the fact, 1400 years before the commence~
ment of the Christian zra. Upon this, as
I thought, solid groimd of information, in -
my ¢ History of Ancient India,” and in
t}i_é chapter introductory to the ¢ Life of
Crishna,” ’pu‘blish’ed from a manuscript in
the British Museum, I announced the
work as of that remote date; but the an-
tiquity thus assigned to it, owing to our
great advance, of late, in Indian science,
and particularly in the chronologjcal systern
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of the Brahmins, having become very sus-
picious, and, in fact, almost subverted,

it would be extremely improper to per-
mit an error of such magnitude to remain -

uncorrected. Having, therefore, been so.
far instrumental in propagating a danger-

AR AN et e

ous error, and the subject having been -

again brought beforé the public, as above
stated, i the ninth volume of the Asiatic
Researches, with-no il intention, but as a
matter of cuiious antiquarian’ Tesearch,
together witly the addition of 4 new pre-

‘tender, Sahvahana, to the honours of the '

‘Christiari Messiah, I hold it a duty to
come forward, and as far as I am able, ‘to
set that public right in a matter of such
high lmportanCe, and liable to such exs
treme misrepresentation. o
Embarked, thus unexpectedly, once
‘mote on the wide sed of Indidn abtiquities,
T have' been encoutaged to take & more
extensive retrospect than I at first intended
o the affairs of that country, and in the

‘subsequent pages will be found it js hioped,
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'not only a satisfactory solution of the great.
' quéstion more immediately under exami-
nation, respecting those pseudo-deities,

“but a general refutation of the principal
ob_)ectlons urged by the Indian sceptic in
theological matters,

The wide circulation of M. Dupuis’s

learned, but - permcmus, work on the Signs
of the Zodlac, intended to tear up Chris-
tianity by the roots, and the numerous
editions through which the « Ruiys” of
M. Volney, and other similar productlons
,have .Tun ——producuona founded princi-
| pal)y on Indian astronomical calculations,
‘j,as' presumptuous as they are baseless, ren-
der  that retrospect incumbent- on those
\‘who have duly welghed the subJect, and
‘know the absolute fallacy of those exag-
gerated calculations.

On a subject less vitally 1mportant than
the present to the interests of Christia-
nity, in parucular to that pure, animated,

- sublime form of it wh;ch distinguishes the
‘Established Church of these realms, and
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admits of one only incarnate Redeemer, it
might appeaf presumptuous to have ad- -
‘dressed this .Dissertation, in the form. of
Letters, to. the enlightened and dignified
Order of individuals whose attention they
solicit. As the Guardians, however; of ,
that Church, whose very foundations these
nefarious attempts to. introduce a second
incarnate Saviour among the fallen race
of men directly tend to undermine, it is
hoped they will be received with c'ompl?;— ,
cency from no young labourer in the vine-
yard over which they preside. I rely with
confidence, therefore, on-their candid /pe-
rusal of a production which has cost no
small portion of laborious research, on
points where failure of proof would inevi-
tably expose me to the irony and reproach
of a host of enemies, who are known to
pursye me and my writings. with bitter
and inextinguishable rancour. It is cer-
tainly the last work in prose with which
I shall ever presume to trouble the public;
and.I hope it may prove somewhat of
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a passport to the last work* which I shall
ever publish in - poetry ;' inscribed to the
Farlof Carysfort, himself a bard of no
inferior fame,. and honoured through his
kind recommendation, with the sanction
of many individuals of that illustrious
family, long distinguished (as the GREN=-
. viLLe Homer can attest) both as the Or-
naments, and the Patrons of Literature !

* See the Advertisement at the end of this pamghlet.
-

N. B A few copies of the Or1enTaL TRINITIES
‘et remain, for sale, at No, 63, Fleet-street(
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‘ADDENDUM ‘TO PREFACE.:

| Since the sheets of this work have been 7
prmted off,a friend, to whose mspectxon'
they have been pnvate]y submitted, has
sutmested a_ hint too lmpqrtapt to be
passed over unnotlced although the in=
troduction of i itip this place I_nay be some-
what informal. Itisto the following effect: '

He observes, that if the hypothesis which
I have, throughout these pages ]abouredi
(I trust, not meﬂ'ectually,) to establish, be
founded in fact, viz. that the Indians bor-
rowed the idea of their incarnate deities
being the off spring of virgins—for from what
source, except Revelation, could such a
doctrine have emanated ?—from the well
known prediction relative to the birth of
the Messiah, in Isaiah vii. 14, propagated
by the Jews, through Asia, during the
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wide and various dispersion of that mi~
 gratory race, it forms a new, a striking,
and, indeed, an irrefragable proof, in what
sense the ancient Hebrews understood the
word 11YY, ALMan, which the generality
of their modern commentators, in their
avowed hostility to Christianity, deny pro-
perly to signify & wirgin. This circum-
stance, corroborated by the arguments
adduced by the immortal Kidder, in the
ﬁfth chapter of the second part of his
« Demonstration of the Messiah,” and by
the known signification of old assigned to
that word by the Seventy, seems to put
the disputed matter for ever at rest.



LET TERS
TO THE RIGHT REVEREND

'THE EPISCOPAL BENCH.

el

- LETTER I. -

My Lorbss

Wm ix some of your Lordships, with becoming
attention to the sacred duties of your high”station,
are employed in refuting the erroneous doctrines in-
culcated by the bigoted admirers: of - Calvin,. and
others in combating the dreadful Arian and Soci-
pian beresies, a_blow has been aimed, or rather
has been long aiming, at the very vitals' of Christi~
anity, in a quarter whence it bas been , presumed
no small corraboration of its momentous truths had
been of recent pcnods obtained.

TuAT quarter is Hmnos-rAn,amonv whose
fabled divinities and canonized heroes are two
characters, whose history and adventures, in many
respects, bear so striking a resemblance to those
of our blessed Saviour, Itsh%— since _one of these
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renowned personages, CrisuNaA, flourished one
thousand years before his advent, and the other,
SALIVAHANA, was co-eval with bim, commencing
his existence on earth in the very first year of the
Christian zra, a person ignorant of the frauds and
interpolations of the Brahmins, and not deeply
impressed with a conviction of the truths of Christi-
.anity, might be led to supppse that the latter, if
not wholly an imposture, at least stood indebted to
the former for a considerable portion of the facts
recorded in its sacred page.

If, my Lords, such were indeed the deplorable
case; if the whole scriptural account of the life,
miracles, and death of Christ be a plagiarism from
'Hindoo books of higher, or even of equal antiquity
wiih the zra of Christianity ; if the divine Crishna,
as he is there invariably denominated, or the half-
deified Salivahana acted the same part in India
which the Saviour of the world acted in Palestine,
it is of litle ,conseql'xence who adopts the doctrine
of Lutasr, or who of CaLvin ; or how widely
are diffused the beresies of Arius and Socinus.:
The pretegsion of the former to divine honours,
as an incarnation of the preserver Veeshnu, bave
been: long known in Europe by the publication of
the BAcAvaDaM, and the ostentatious blazonry of
bis miraculous deeds; while his bealing tbe sick,
and raising even the dead to life, have often, by the
~ sceptics of France, been insidiously contrasted with
the genuine miracles of the true and only Preserver.
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"Fhe more wonderful history of Salivahana has only
been recen!fy imported into Europe, in the ninth
volume of the Asiatic Researches ; and for it we are
indebted to the particular researches of the indefd-
tigable Mr, Wilford, who, dreading & repetition of
former impositions practised upon him by the Brah-
mins, produces the most authentic vouchers for the
authority of the manuscripts whence it is taken,
Concerning the date. of the original compositior,
nothing is determined, nor can indeed be expected,
for Mr. Wilkins, whose authority is indisputable,
bas informed us, in the Preface to the Heetopades,
¢ that few Sanscrit books bear either the name of the
real author, or the date of ibe year in which they
were written ;” what surer subterfuge than this can
be found for the most daring impositions ? and, con-
victed as the Brahmins have been, in the instance
of Mr. Wilford, of direct and palpable forgery,
bow is it possible to give them a moment’s credit
for records and facts not sanctioned either by the
internal evidence of the volume itself, or other in-
disputable testimony.

I have truly applied to the history last mentioned,
that of Salivahana, the epithet of more wonderful,
because the assumptions of this new intruder on the
.notice of the Christian theologian, are, in some re-
spects, of a higher class than those of his predecessor,
In the birth of Crisnna, for instance, though an
AVATAR, and that birth was predicted, nothing su-
pernatural is pretended, be being the son of mers
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- human parents ; his father Vasuptva, his mothe?
Devacr. But in respect to SALIVAHAN A, in
-addition to his birth being also predicted, the Chris.

tian will be shocked to read that he is represented
as being born of @ Virc1n, and that his nominal
.earthly progenitor was a cARPENTER; &c. &c. * I

- .shall presently detail these particulars more at large

in various extracts from the volume .itself, and

firmly hope that I shall be able to find an antidote
 for the poison thus attempted to be diffused.

The region; whence these attacks upon Christi-

.anity have constantly proceeded, I must again re-

Ppeat, is HINDOSTAN ; 2 region alternately produc-
tive, as it should seem, of good and evil to the

.Christian cause, although the apparent evil, upon

due investigation, ofien turns out to be eventual:

good, and calumnious cavils are generally con-
verted into a: “direct corroboration of what they
were intended to undermine and destroy. Notwith=
standing, therefore, in a preceding paragraph, I have

.used the doubtful word presumed, in respect to the
evidences in favour of the truth of Christianity, de-
duced from the Brahminical doctrines” and ritual,

before this Address shall be concluded, I hope to be
able to convince your Lordships, in spite of some
partial exaggerations of facts, and some incidental
gfforts of overstrained zeal in its hallowed cause,
that such corroboration bas actually been offorded.

Having been formerly very much engaged, as is
well known to many of your Lordships,in researches
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of a nature connected with this subject, ‘and, .in
fact, particular portions'of my own writings, from :
their ‘purport being misapprehended, having: pos-
sibly given occasion to some of the mistakes alluded
to, I hold it a duty, while yet my life is spared,
and my faculties are unimpaired, to_return to the -
investigation, to repel the bold aggression in ques- -
tion, and to prevent the effect of any misappre-
hensions of which I may unfortunately have bzen.
the cause, by candidly confessing ‘my own: errors,
where they may have unintentionally occurred.

CHRISTIANITY WANTED NO SUPPORT FROM
INDIAN RECORDS ; BUT HAS UNEXPECTEDLY
DERIVED IT FROM THAT SOURCE. '

.Puvxousu, however, to my entering upon the.
important subject which is the more immediate oh-

- ject of this discussion, I consider myself bound to
reply to an accusation repeatedly, but very unjustly,
brought against writers engaged on .the same side -
of the guestion with myself, that we have endea-
voured to prop up the adamantine fabric of the
Christian religion with pillars constructed of perish-
able Indian materials. For myself, and for all.
those. whom I have the honour to know, as at all
coinciding with rae in opinion, or co-operating with
me in exertion, towards the accomplishment of the
great work which we have respectively undertaken, -
viz. the vindication of the national faith from insult
and reproach, directed against it from an: Asiatic
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quarter, I indignantly deny the accusation. -Bat

when, many years back, Messrs. Bailli, Dupuis,
Volaire, Volney, and the whole French infidel

school had once hoisted their - standard—their

boldest standard of defiance—on the ground of the

presumed unfathomable antiquity of India, its

sciences, and history ; when its wild and fabulous

cosmogony, its vaunted astronomical tables, refer-

ring us back, for their ofigin, to immense revolved

ages, and their solar and lunar dynasties of its ima-

ginary sovercigns, in fact. their planctary gods,

extending beyond human calculation, together with

the total denial of a general deluge baving ever

taken place in the high regions of Hindostan, were

perseveringly uszed in direct opposition to, and

interded to be uuz:ly subversive of, the Mosaic

records ; when such; I say, was the case, and the
fact is weil known, the defenders of the noblex Chris-

tian code had an undoubted right, nay, it was their

bounden duty, rigidly to investigate these ancient

Indian memoirs; and. if, after strict and cautious

examination, by persons properly qualified to de-

cide, as in the instance of Sir W. Jones, and other

able investigators, accurately. made on the spor,

they were found remarkably to corroborate, instead

of invalidating the truth of those records, they pos-

sessed an equally undoubted right to turn the tables

on their adversaries, in their tura to exult, and de-

corate their triomph with the trophies of so honouta -
atle a victory.
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THE VAUNTED ASTRONOMICAL TABLES OF
INDIA FOUNDED IN FALLACY.

Insteap of possessing an antiquity mounting up

almost to eternity in numberless Yucs, Careas,

. and MANWANTARAS, it was soon discovered that

the Indians calculated time by tbe bright and dark”
balves of the moon ; in short, that their boasted year

was only a YORTNIGHT ; in some instances only a
'pavof 24 hours; and that similar exaggerations, in

astronomy, had in every respect taken place. By
later enquiries, these facts have been still more de-

cisively proved; and the astronomer LarrAcE, in

1809, answers Bailli, his sceptical brother of 1787,

by asserting the utter impossibility of the famous

tables of Tirvalore, which boast an origin of
" 3102 years before the commencement of the Chris-

tian ®ia, being founded on just and actual calculas
tion, | His statements being extremely importaut
towards the design’ of this investigation, I add the
passage from. that able astronomer’s System du

Monde, as recently and luminously translated by

Mr. Pond; the very ingenious successor of Dr.

Maskelyne, at Greenwich.

% The Indian tables have two pnncmal epochs,
which go back, one to’ the year 310z, the other to
the year 1491, before the' Christian ®ra, Tllese
cpochs are connected with the mean motions of the
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SI;D, moon, and planets in such a manner, that one
is ‘evidently fictitious. The celebrated astronomer
above alluded to, (BarLr1) endeavours, in his In,
dian Astronomy, to prove that the first of these
‘epochs is founded on observation. »Notwithstanding
all the arguments are brought forward with that in-
terest which he so well knew how ‘to bestow on
subjects the most difficult, I am still of opinion,
that. this period was invented for the purpose of
giving a common origin to all the motions of the
heavenly bodies in the zodiac. In Fact, computing
according to the Indian tables, from the w
to 3102, we find a general conjunction of the sun,
and all the planets, as these tables suppose; but
their conjunction differs too much from the result
of our best tables, to have ever taken place, which
shews tEat the epoch to which they refer, was not
establisbed on observatmu. ’*

On this occasion, I cannot deny myself the pride
and satisfaction of remarking, how much this deci-
sion of Mr. Laplace confirms the strictures which I
then had the honour to publish in reply to the as-
sumptions of M, Bailli, relative to the whole system
of the Indian Astronomy, in the first volume of my
- Ancient India, which came out in 1795, when the

. French Revolution was at ‘its height, and his, and
other dangerous productions were as yet unane
swered, I imputed the origin of these boasted tables,
of Tervilore inparticular, to retrograde calculations H

A

* Laplace, Vol ii. p. 250. London edit.
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and the event has proved that I was right. “The: -
reader will find the 8th- Chapter of that History
concluding with the following observation. ¢ Every-
body at all conversant with- astronomy, knows
WITH WHAT EASE, AND TO WHAT pxsTA&r-,
PERIODS, IT IS IN. THE POWER OF SKILFUL
ASTRONOMERS TO CARRY UP THEIR RETRO~
GRESSIVE CALCULATIONS ; TO FORM SUPPOSI-
TIOUS £RAS OF UNFATHOMABLE ANTIQUITY,
EXISTING ONLY -IN IMAGINATION ; AND TO
STAMP -UPON THOSE £RAS THE: COUNTERFEIT
IMPRESSIONS OF TRUTH, AND THE:-SANCTION
OF APPARENT AUTHENTICITY.

On the same ground, I also comb‘,ated the pre-
“sumptuous statements -of .M. Dupuis, -so- impu-
denily brought forward and blazoned in Volney’s
Ruins ; and a_sseriing, that the signs of the zodiac )
- must at least be 16,000 years old, because there are
many probable arguments to shew that Libra was
formerly the sign of the vermal, and Aries of the
autumnal equinox ; or, in other words, that since
the origin of astronomy; the precession of the equi~
‘noxes had carried forward by seven signs, the pri-‘
_mitive order of the zodiac ; statements the more
danna and objecuonable, because he well knew at
 the time that a vast number of ages must have ne-
cessarily elapsed before the motions of the sun,
moon, and planets, could. be ascertained with to-
lcrablc exactness ; before proper mstruments could

+ Sce the History of Ancxent India, Vol. i, p. 271.
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be invented fo take the beight of the pole, and ele=

vation of the stars ; and before their several posi-
tions in the heavens could be accurately noted on
descriptive tables, or a celestial sphere and a zodiac
forined, '

- My objections to these magmﬁed chrono]oglcal
§tatementsy your Lordships will. please to observe,
bad no concern with the age of the globe itself,.
.which we inhabit, and which, for aught we know,
“and for any thing_decidedly said by Moses to the
contrary, may have rolled, as modern geologists
are fond of asserting, for uncounted ages, but with
the race of mortals wha gow inbabit it; the origin.
of whose existence upon it is limited, by the sacred
records, to a period of about 6oco yeérs ; and this.
fact is confirmed by all that we know of the gradual
civilizétion of the human race, the history of the
arts and sciences, and. the monuments of ages,
already sunk in eternal oblivion. "

Having thus in part, cleared the. way to an in~
vestigation of considerable length, and of high im=
portance, and requesting the patient and candld ata.
tention of your Lordships, to what will be submitted
to you in subsequent. Letters, I have the honour
to be, My Lords,

. Your Lordships obedient,
And faithful Servant,
THOMAS MAURICE,

British Museun,,
1st January, 1812.
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LETTER 1I,

: My Loxns,"

ADVAN cing in that comprehensive survey of
things, which it is absolutely necessary to take previ-
ouslyto the consideration.of the momentous question
which I Lave engaged 1o elucidate, I now proceed
10 the discussion of other important matters conw
nected with the early history and’ sciencés of India,.

THE INDIAN COSMQGONY, THOUGH BLENDED,.
" WITH PHYSICAL FABLES, CONSONANT WITH
THE MOSAIC,

As the enquiries undertaken and alluded to in my
former Letter, became more extended, and the In-,
dian system of the cosmogony was examined, so
far from opposing, it was found, in its great out-
line, unequivocally to corroborate the statements
of the Masaic records § and so marked was the si=
milarity in many points between them, particularly -
in respect ta the primitive chaos, dark, void, and.
turbid; in their notion of Brahma or the divine spirit,
recumbent in the egg, bright as gold, fluating
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on the primordial waters; in the successive fabri.
cation of the sun, moon, and stars ; and lastly, in the
formation of man, in the image of bis maler, or, to
use the Hindoo term, the p1viNe Marz*—that
scepticism, alarmed and “confounded, began to
. shift its ground, and at length exultingly exclaimed,
} € In India are to be found the sources of the He-
brew cosﬁxogony, obtained .by Moses through
Egyptian conduits.” .
Rejecting . the natural and easy solution of. .
the difficulty in which they found themsélves
involved, and which jformed the basis of all

that I composed in the initial chapters of my --

% Ancient India,” viz. TRADITIONS, relative to
~ these important events preserved, with many varia-
tions in all.the branches of the great patriarchal
family; Wheresoever dispersed—rejecting, I say, this
satisfactory hypothesis, rejecting the simple, sublime,
and dignified account of Moses, totally unencum-
bered as it is with the puerile conceptions, and my-
thological allusions of ‘Brahmin physics, the mun--
dane egg, the lotos, &c. which so decidedly distin-
guishes the originil from the degraded and muti- -
- lated copy, our opponents pertinaciously insisted that
" the Brahmin archives were the real fountain whence:
,Moses drew the materials of his cosinovony.

. The r;aader will find all thefe particulars detaxled in the
Institutes of Menu, Chap L p. 1. and subsequent.
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INSIDIOUS PARALLEL BETWEEN -THE HERREW,
AND_HINDOO COSMOGONY CONSIDERED: AND
REFUTED, '

In the preface. to the fifth yolume of - the -Asiatic
Researches, published in London, but certainly not
. authorised by the Asiatic Society, the two systems
of the cosmogonyy Hindoo and Hebraic, are exhi!
bited together, and elaborately contrasted in the
same page, and the preference is manifestly; though
insidiously given to that of the former. It was thought
1mportant at the time that this preface or advertise-
‘ment, as with affected humility i it was denominated,
should receive an answer, and myself being refer-
red to for that purpose, I drew up the best reply
.the time would admit of, and which appeared in a
.xespectable journal of the day. The whole is too -
long for insertion in these pages, but it contained
the subjoined observations, which I shall introduce,
by informing the reader, thay the writer of the ob-
noxious critique in question, very obhgmg!y uses.
his utmost endeavours to turn the arguments of
Sir W. Jones against the very system (the Mosaic)
which, upon conviction of its truth, ke was strenu-
‘ously defending. In his stsertauon on the supposed
ageof the Vedas, prefixed to the Institutes of Menu,
the President bad admitted, from circumstances pre-
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viously stated, but still very problematical, the pose
sibility, the bare posszbzldy that the Yajur Vepa,
the oldest of them might be of the age of 1580 .
years) before Christ, which, as he observes, would
‘make it older than the five books of Moses ; for
Moses was not born, according to Usher, till 1571
before' Christ. The possible age of the publication
of the Institutes of Menu, he supposes might be
1280 years before Christ, but the more probable
one, from arguments preceding those adduged, he
intimates might be 880 years before that ®ra. On
the ground of this information, 30 cautiously given,
the writer in question, proceeds to remark, as fol
lows:
% The writings of Moskes have generaﬂy been
" considered as more ancient than those of any other
person : but the Hindu Scriptures, so far-as the
researches of several learned men have extended,’
appear to be of very high antiquity, and are even
carried by some beyond the time of the Hebrew
Lawgiver. Sir. W, Jones, in his Preface to the
¢ Institutes of Hindu Law, or the Ordinances of
. MEnu, according to the Gloss of CurrLu’ca,?
carries the highest age of the Yujur véda 1530 years
before the birth of Carist, which is nine years
‘previous to the birth of Mosgs, and ninety before
Moses departed from Egypt with the Israelites,
This date, of 1 580 yearsebefore- Christ, scems the
wore probable, because the Hinda sages are said to
have delivered their knowledge orally.™
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- He then commences the comparison in question,
the resembling passages in the Hebrew and Hindw
cosmogonies being placed. parallel to each other in
the same page ; and it is worthy of remark, that op-
posed to those two energetic lines; as they stand in.
that page, forming the first verse of the Pentateuch ;
In the beginning God created the Heaven and the
Earth; there occurs a text of the Hindoo compo-
sition,, merely descriptive of the same fact, consisting
of no less than eighteen lines, an evident paraphrase
of the former. Even if the original Yajur Vepa
itself had been quoted, this circumstance would
have destroyed its credit as the original composition 3
but the verses cited are from these very Institutes
of Menu, the Indian legislator, not of the age of
1580, but possibly of 1250, and more likely of
only 880 before Christ. My observations on the
fact itself of the interpolation, and the contrasted
passages, as inserted in the same respectable journal,
were as follows : . )

“ On opening the fifth volume, we were not a
little surprised to observe what is calledan Apvegr=~
F1seMENT prefixed to it, and .containing what we
conceive to be a very unfair statcment of a most
important fact, in language very intelligible, though
affectedly delicate; and asserting the claim of the
Hindoo scriptures to an antiquity greater than that
of the Mosaic writings ; those writings, for the au.’
thenticity and priority of which to .all humap re~
cords, the illustrious institutor of the Asiatic Society.
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was an able and strenuous advocate. The attempt,
. therefore, to irvalidate that claim, is by no means
respectful to his memory ; and as there is no name
prefixed or added to this Advertisement, it is evie
dently an interpolation, thé more pernicious, be=
cause insinuations of this kind, from such a quarter,
“must have a direct tendency to do material injury
among that class of readers, who may not have dis.
cernment to detect the fa'lacy of the argument. We
-think it important to do so, and shall devote a con-
siderable portion of our present Number to that
purpose. There is an apparent candour runs through
the production, to whomsoever it belongs, which
does not in fact, existin it. We object to the whole,.
" but particularly to the parts which we shall extract,
and the inferences drawn from them, because they
give the very opposite result to the conclusion made
by Sir William Jones, after profound investigation -
of this importart subject,” -
After citing the above, and some other passages
not necessary to be again quoted, as their purport
will be seen in the answer, my observations were;
thus continued : ¢ On this passage we must observe,
Jirst, that all genuine traditional accounts preserved
in Asia of the Cosmogony must, of necessity, bear.
some resemblance to the account given by Moses
in the Pentateuch, and the nearer that resemblance,
we add, the more authentic probably the tradition.
It is generally believed among Christians "thag
Moses, in writing his account of the creation, wa#
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~ inspired ; but still the memory of the fact, and the
order of events might be, and most probably were,
treasured in the breasts of the primitive race of
men, and by them handed down, from father to
. son, from Adam to Noah, and his posterity, through
-a series of generations. Now, if the Menxv of
India and the Noan of Scripture were, as there is
every reason to suppose, the same person, it is nata-
rally to be expected that the Jeading features in the
Indian and Hebrew description of that event should
nearly correspond ; and the codes of Menu and the
- Mosaic Pentateuch powerfully corroborate, as they
are known to do, each other. It is exceedingly
unfair to argue, as is insinuated here, that Moses
borrowed his Cosmogony from the Hindu books;
because, setting for a moment all idea of his inspi-
" ration aside, he could go back to the same sources
of intelligence with the Hindoos themselves ; since,
as Sir W. Jones himself has elsewhere justly ob-
served, he lived at a period not so remote from the
days of Noah, but that he might have obtained the
- particulars of his history from one or other of the
immediate descendants of the virtuous Shem. Were
the parallel extracts, thefefore, still more similar
than they are, it by no means follows that the He-
brew is a copy of the Hindoo Cosmogony ; while
the verity of the former is greatly corroborated by
all the circumstances that evince the resemblance,

in the great outline, of the latter system to it.
“ But, secondly, were the Vepas, or rather the

G
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‘Yajur VibA, composed in: the early age’ con-
tended for, i.e. 1580 years before Christ,. or go
before the departure of Moses from Egypt, what
has this circumstance to do with the point in debate,
+or how does it prove that the code of Moses was,
taken from the Institutes of Menu ? a law-tract
expressly stated by the translator, in his Preface,
to have been written only 1180 years before Christ,
-Or goo years posterjor in time to the Vedas, and
above 200-years AFTER THE DEPARTURE OF
Mosss rronm Ecyer. If the aathor had favoured.
us with extracts from the particular Veda in ques-’
“tion, and opposed them to the Mosaic in the same
page, and in the same manner as he has arranged
those: in' his- Advertisement, it would have been
somewhat to the purpose, and we should then have
been better able to judge of the conformity between
them, and to decide which was the original, and
which the.copy. But as the ‘matter now stands,
there is every appearance of the Cosmogony 6f the
Institutes being borrowed from that of Moses ; a;
least there is far better ground for this supposition
than the contrary, since the production is so much
later in point of time. Besides, it should be re-
membered, that when the President mentioned the
year 1580 before Christ, as the highest possible age
of the Vedas, he speaks of the whole as conjecture ;
as a thing of extreme uncertainty. In another
place, while he allows the very eérly diffusion,
-@raLLY, of the doctrines contained in them, he
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limits their age as a written composition, to the 12th
century before Christ; and even in the Preface to
these very Institutes (a circumstance which should
have forcibly struck the attention of the writer,
before he ventured on these rash strictures), he as-
signs the low date of only 880 years before Christ,
as the probable period of the_lr,bemg collected into
a volume.* These vaunted books, therefore, of
the Hindoos, could not have been seen by the He-
brew legislator, much less have been copied by him;
and at the vast distance which he was from the
scene of the promulgation of the Vedas, it is not
probable, that even a report of the docmnes con-
tained in them bad reached him, from a race among
whom a punishment worse than death (tbe loss of
“cast) awaited the divulger of the hallowed dogmas
inculcated in them. What foreigner before Sir W.
Jones, and another -member or two of the Asiatic
Society, was ever able to .acquire or to read the
Vedas in their original dialect; and can ‘we sup-
pose the. Brahmins were more communicative of
their contents in ancient than in modern periods ?
Tortures and the dread of death could never make
them disclose the secret of those venerated books ;
all the: allurements held out to them by thé mild
and magpnificent Akber for this purpose were of no
avail ; and to obtain some little ‘insight into them,
he was compelled to bave recourse to a perfidious
stratagem that disgraced him. The story of Feizi

" ® Consult the Preface to the Calcutta edition of the Insti.

tutes, in quarto, p. 8.
Cs
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and his ‘Brahmin preceptor, is equally interesting
and well known, The similitude of " the narration,
tberefore, and it is only a general one, can alone be
accounted for on the ground of ¢radition ; and the
greatest honour redounds to Moses from a compa- '
rison mtcnded though not pnﬂssedly, to degrade
bim. : . - . .

The  Asiatic Researches” is a work so hxgh]y '
tespectable : it commenced with such a noble de-
fence of revealed religion, in the various disserta~
tions of the excellent founder of the Society; and
the'spirit of Jacobin scepticism, which has been so
widely diffused through Europe by our Gallic
rivals, may bé so much encotraged by any devia-
tion from the first principles on which ‘it was con-
ducted,'that we heartily wish, for the credit and
character of the  London editors, that the strictures
in question had not been admitted. There are other
paragraphs ‘towards the close still more offensive,
but we forbear to cite them, and recommend to our
‘readers in binding up the book, to leave them out
entirely, as they cannot be properly saxd to make
any part of the fifth volume.*

"Tus INDIAH Accouu'rs oF A G:Nx-.kAx. ‘DE-
LUGE, AND THE EARLIEST POST-DILUVIAN
AGES; DECIDEDLY CORROBORATIVE OF THE
Mosailc. - : : C

Aca1x we were informed by the hardened progeny

of Indian scepticism that, jn Hindostan, the inhabit- *

4 See British Critic for August 1800,
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ants had no record of a GeNzrarL Deruce; but
it has also been incontestably proved, “from _the’
same high authority, that, so far is this from being
the case, their three first avatars, the MaTsya, or
Fish ; the Courma, or Tortoise; the VArAHA, OF
Boar, have a direct uneguivocal allusion to that
awful catastrophe ; and that in the overwhelming
waters of that deluge all then living, except a cer-
tain great and pious king, and seven ‘upright men,
the seven Revsuees, making together the sacred
Ocpoas, so celebrated in Asiatic antiquity, were
utterly swallowed up. Astronomy, in this instance;
has proved friendly to Christianity, for those seven
Reyshees were early raised to the skies, and con-
stellated in the pLExADES; as the presiding genii
of which stars they are constantly referred to in the
ancient astronomical fables of India.

We are farther informed, in corroboration of
the sacred volume, that, in the fourth, or Sinc
avatar, a' tyrannical - and blaspheming - monarch
was destroyed in the very moment of his blas-
phemy, by the enraged deity issuing,. in the form
of a man-lion, from a bursting column of marble,
which in the ordet of events should point to the
calamity of Babel, where the greatest monument
ever constructed by the power and arrogance of
man was destroyed, as the Asiatic records attest,
by thunder and whirlwind from that heaven which
it was intended to brave. As the fourth avatar
probably alludes to the tyrant of Babylon, Nimrop,
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- the iniquitous hunter of men and beasts, the Orion
of the sphere, so the ffth, or dwarf avatar, in which
a baughty monarch, named Bavr, is humbled by.
so contemptible an agent as an insignificant dwarfy
it is more than probable, from analogy, was in-
tended to designate (and the idea is at least sanc-
tioned by ihe near resemblance of their names)
the next mighty Babylonian despot, Berus. In
the two succeeding avatars, named Rawma, both:
great Asiatic warriors and legislators, it is scarcely-
possible, in- our descent through those pristine:
ages, not to acknowledge the great Cuthite con-
querors of that name, so renowned over all the
eastern world ; for, in decided corroboration of
this supposition, observes the President, * the by-
pothesis ~ that government was first established,.
laws enacted, and agriculture encouraged in India
by Rama, about 3800 years, agrees with the res
céived account of Noah’s death, and the previous
settlement of his immediate descendants.”* .  *

I am perfectly aware. how much' this hypothesis,-
though first conceived in the mind of so great a°
genius, runs counter to the present favourite idea
of Indian scholars, that all the avatars, and all the
great recorded personages of high antiquity in India,

_are of AsTRONOMICAL ORIGIN ; but being at the
same time convinced how inseparably history and
astronomy, that is, cfvil and sidereal annals, were -

% On the Indian Chrenology in Asxat. Research. Vol. ii.
p 132, Calcutta edition, .
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blended in very ancient periods, I am determined,
on no account, to relinquish ‘the ground on which, -
after the most deliberate reflection, I have pro-
ceeded in my Indian historical researches ; and am .
neither to be frightened or bantered out-of an
hypothesis ‘so - consistent, so uniform, and so inti-
mately connected, in its great outline, with the sacred-
and civil history of the world. I confess myself:
willing to allow. to astronomy, as her just claim, a
large portion of the ancient pagan history of .the
world, but not the waoLE. Christianity, however,
towers far above these air-built Systems; its sublime ~
and immutable dogmas have nothing to do with the
vagaries of astronomers, or the dreams of philoso-
phers. Standing firm .on.its adamantine founda-,
tions, it wants no support from other systems; but
if atempted to be undermined by the advocates of
those systems,* its adherents will ever be found
arrayed in celestial panoply, and animated with
that immortal vigour which their cause inspires, to
repel the daring outrage; and if a new column- be
added to the fabric, it is not intended by-way of
pROP to an edifice in no danger of falling, but it is
atriumphal column, a pyramid of glory, erected on
the ruin of a vanquished enemy! I am far from
arrogating to myself any praminent share in' the
victory ; but it is well known to’your Lordships
that, in this great and long contested cause, I have
neither wanted activity, or zeal ; nor, at the same
time, have I wanted calumniators to detract from
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my humble and well meant exertions. Unworthy '
instrument as I may be in the hands of Providence
in contributing to its support, I will never desert
the: honoiirable post at which I am stationed, in
‘the hour of danger; a post which I bave now -
maintained for above twenty years, and will main-
tain, to the best of my abilities, till the last moment .
of my existence.

I bave the honour to be, -
My Lords,
With profound respect,
Your Lordship’s obedient, .
And faithful Servant,
THOMAS MAURICE.
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LETTER III

My Lonns;

Anzn the necessary preliminary observations in
my two preceding Letters, I come, atlength, to that
far mare interesting and important subject, which,in-
the total silence of abler advocates in this great
cause, I have undertaken to investigate,

PRIMEVAL TRADITIONS AND PREDICTIONS
rxrLaTive T0 THE INCARNATION or
THE MessiAg, THE TRUE ORIGIN OF THE
INpian AVATARS.

* Having failed by means of the arrogant assump-
tions of astronomers, of cosmogonies founded on
the baseless structure of puerile fables, and of ima-
ginary solar and lunar dynasties, to shake the cen-
tered stability of the Mosaic fabric, the subtle sacer-
dotal tribe of India proceeded, by secret and insi-
dious assaults, to undermine that ndbler edifice of
which the Mosaic dispensation formed the basis; to
degrade from his high dignity the true Saviour of the
world ; and clothe with his immortal robes the -
gods, demi-gods, and heroes of their fanciful my-
thology. In fact, the attacks, secret and avowed,
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from this Asiatic quarter of the world, aided by
European ingenuity, are now become so continued,
50 numerous, and so artful, that all the zeal, all the
vigilance, and all the abilities of the Christian
church, ought to be incessantly exerted to withstand
and annihilate them, :

Havmg already, in the second Volume of my
Ancient India, presented the public with the entire.
history of CrisHN 4, from a valuable manuscript in.
“the British Museum, a translation- by Mr. Halhed
from a Persian copy of the BHaGAvAT, one of the.
most esteemed of the pur anas, it is only neces-,
sary for me, in this place, to give a summary of
facts from the introductory chapter to that history,
for the elucidation of the succeeding statements,
. and without which they would, to.the majority of
readers, be almost unintelligible. It isindeed, more
particularly incumbent on me so to do, as the
<« Ancient India,” has been long out of print, and
is not soon likely to be reprinted; though, had the
argument been on the opposite side of the question,
in all probability, before this time, editions would
have been multiplied.

I commenced that dissertation with remarking,
that the first idea of an AVATAR, or divine in=
carnation, could only have originated in a per-
version of the primaval tradition relative to an
INCARNATE WORD, the promised Seed, who in
due time was ordained to crush the head of the
bruised ‘serpent. That the whole Asjatic worlda
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from the earliest post diluvian 2ra to that.in:which
the Messiah appeared, was big with the expectation
of such a mighty pELIVERER in the course of ages
to appear on earth ; that it appeared indubitable

- that the Hindoos, idolizing some eminent character

of antiquity, distinguished, ‘in the’ carly annals. of
their nation, by heroic fortitude and exalted pietys

- had applied to that character the ancient predictions -
-cOncerning an 'INCARNATE pEITY, handed down

to thems from their Chaldaan ancestors and that we

. might the more justly affirm this of the Avatar’ of

\

Crishna; because it is allowed to be the most illus-
trious of them all; ;- since, accordmg to the Indians

" themselves, in the seven- preceding Avatars, the

deity brought only, am ansa, or portion of his divi~_
nity ; but, in the eighth, he descended in all” the
plenitude of the godhead, and was Veeshnu himself
in'abuman form. I farther observed that the memory

of this grand promise was cherished with religious

reverence throughout the whole ancient, and par-

ticularly the Asiatic, world; that it entered deeply

into their symbolical superstitions, and was engraved
aloft amidst their mythologic sculptures, Every
where was to be seen a _god contending with his
adversary, an envenomed serpent: Osiris, Hercules,
Crishna, and Apollo, ,are beheld alernately to
aim at the slimy monster, the victorious javelin, or
wield the destroymg club. The astronomers of
Assyna, exalted to the. sphere the mysterious em-
blem, on the northern’ division of which conspicu=
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ously may be scen the foo# of the celestial Hercules
‘about to trample on the bead of the dragon, while
the Brahmins of India copsecrated theunage in the.
noblest of their Avatars,

THE PROPHECIES OF JOB, OF BALAAM, AND OF
. ZOROASTER; THE VISIT OF THE LATTER TO
THE BRAHMINS.. '

I adduced, as proofs, of that general and anx«
lOllS expectation of an incarnate deity’s descent,
that ‘sublime prophetic exclamation of the Chaldean

Job, I know that my REDEEMER liveth, and that be
sball stand at ibe latier day upon the earth; and

that of Balaam, which follows next in order of
~ time : [ sball see bim (the Messnah) but not now ;

I shall bebold bim, but not nigh: there shall come

a sTAR out of Yacob, and a scerTER shall rise out
of Isracl. 1 observed that the light of that star, now

faintly glimmering, and now transcendently lumi-

nous, beamed through all the succeeding ages that
rolled on from Moses to "Malachi, the last of the
‘prophets ; “and that during the four hundred years

which intervened between that - prophet and its
complete emersion, God left not himself without a

witness in the 'pagan world ; that the ancient tradi-
tions began to be more widely diffused through

Asia; ‘and the Heathen oracles themselves, as well

thbse that were written, as those that were vocally

‘given; afforded their combmed testimony: to thc

eracles of truth.
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The most distinguished of the oracles written in
the ancient world, were those atiributed t0.Zor ox
ASTER, or ZERDUSHT, whose history, whose place
of residence, and whose doctrines, so ‘similar, in
many respects, but in particular in. the veneration
paid by them'to the solar orb,and elementary fire,
to those of the Brabmins, demand particular notice
in this investigation: since it was probably, through
the medium of the celebrated Archimagus of that
name, who is known to have visited India: 520
years before Christ, that the: Brabmins first arrived
at any knowledge of the true character, or any-par-
ticulars of the history, of the REAL PERSONAGE,
to whom the ancient traditions, immemorially flour-
ishing among them, pointed ; and, by a comparison
of which with those traditions, they were afterwards
induced, as I firmly believe they were, to interpolate
their sacred books with passages extracted not only
from the genuine, but the spurious, Gospels.: -
proof of that visit, I must again-beg to. bring before
the reader, the passage from Ammianus Marcelli-
_ nus, already quoted for that purpose in the Indiap
~ Antiquities, in which he informs us that from the
adjoining mountains of Bactria, in whose capital of
Balk, Zerpusur had his school and prmc1paI fire~
temple, that venerable sage, together, with his patron
-Hystaspes, paid a visit to the Indian Magi, in the
‘secluded regions of Ureer IND1A, whom he found
busied in the deep solitude of their native forésts,
‘exercising their lofty genius in profound astrono-’
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- mical speculations, and .celebrating the awful sanc-
tities of their sidereal religion, The solemn and
mysterious rites and doctrines, which he there saw

. and Jearnéd, he afterwards taught his disciples, the
Persian Magi, and they- were delivered traditionally
down to their posterity for a succession of ages.*

~‘This visit of ZerpusuT to the Brachmanes
evinces the intimate connection and correspondence
between these two celebrated sects of Eastern phi-
losophers, which seems to have continued from that
period, about five centuries btfore Christ, down to
the seventh century after the Chriftian wra; when,

.-on the irruption of the Arabian robbers, the miser-
.able remains of the Magian sect, under the name of
Paxskxs, and the greater part of them, as I shall
hereafter demonstrate, infected with the Manichean.

_:beresy, fled for security into the domains of their

_ Indian brethren; and settled, where they now re--

" main, in the western districts Superioris Indie : in
fact, to that very country in which, above a thousand
years before, the great Archimagus had both im-
parted and imbibed a :considerable portion of his
‘mystic devotion. It is remarkable that, previously

¢ Hystaspes, qui quum superioris Indie secreta fidentius
’pelietraret, ad nemorosam quandam venerat solitudineh, cujus
‘tranquillis silentiis precelsa Bracmanorum ingenia potiuntur ;
-eorumque monifu rationes mundani motus et siderum, puros--
ique sacrorum ritus, quantum colligere potuit, eruditus, ex bis
,quiz didicit, aliqua sensibus magorum infudit : qua illi cum
- disciplinis prasentiendi futura, per suam quisque progeniem
posteris tatibus tradunt. Ammiani Marceliini, lib. xiii.
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10 his entering ori the public furiction, which; under
, the patronage of Darius Hystaspes, he assumed, the
residence of Zerpusut had been in Media ;. (for,
according to Porphyry, it was in the Medlan moun-~’
tains adjoining to Persia that Zoroaster first. conse-
crated a cavern to Mithra, or the SOLAR FIRE 'l')
and to Azerbijian, which ‘means the region, of fire,
and is only. another name- for Media itself,. the
Hindoos, and all “the- ancient. fire .worshippers of
tAsia, have been xmmemonally accustomed to make
pilgrimages, - It was.on EiBuRs, amountain-of
that province, thag the most ancient Pygz1a ‘were
-erected in honour of the bright and. most perfect
- symbol of deity, and there they were night and day
guarded by priests stationed near them for the pious
purpose. - It was not however,on the heights .of
Elburs that the first fire-temples blazed ; the per-
verted philosophy. of Chaldzs, deserting its proper
object, the SOURCE ITSELF OF LIGHT AND HEAT,
had long before mduced its - infatuated votaries to’
erect stupendous cuamMANIms-to that element, as
the primary all-powerful agent in nature, in Ur, of
Chald=a ; an act of insane- impiety, which, atten-
ded as it was with the concomitant Sabian super-
stition of fabrrcatmg and adoring images made under
supposed planetary influences, drove. the: virtuous
Abraham into voluntary exile.
Without degrading this great reformer of. the
Persian religion, as Hyde has done, to the snuanop
t Porphyrius de Antro Nympharum; p. 254, -

-
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‘of a menial slave in the family of Ezekiel or Da-
niel, we may yet allow it to be extremely probable,
- and we- are justified by chronology 'in supposing,-
that, in his youth; he might have familiarly con-
versed at Babylon, during the long residence of the
Jewish captives at that city, with one or the other
of these holy men; at least his writings and his
precepts,so far as they are known to us, demons-
trate an intimate acquaintance with the. principal
rites of the. Jewish religion, and 'a diligent perusal
of the ancient scriptures of the Hebrew nation. The
same active curiosity,-the same ardent thirst of .
knowledge, that led him to the woody recesses of
the Brahmins, would naturally, had he no other
. motiyes, impel him rigidly to scrutinise into a sys-
tem of religion so far exalted, in sublimity and pu-
rity, above the groveling systems of idolatrous
wor;hip that polluted the altars of surrounding na-
tions. ‘To this important acquisition of knowledge -
from its divine source, he doubtless added all the
stores of traditional wisdom of the Noachide, that
had descended down to him through the corrupted
channel of the pagan phllosopbers of Asia.
- Thus distinguished by the sovereigns, and thus
familiar with the literati of Asla, equally known to
the prophets of: the true God, and the ministers of
that false religion which had erected itself on its ruins,
was it possible for the friend of Darius and the disci~
ple of Daniel to be ignorant of that sublime passage,
in the 7th chapter of Isaiab, which predicts in such
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express terms the -miraculous birth of the true’
Messiah, BtHOLD, A YIRGIN SHALL CONCEIVEy

AND B2AR A soN | or that in the gth, which, in so: ,
decisive a manner, distinttly designates his exalted

character, and denowipates: him, WoNDERIULy:

CounseLLoR, TuE Micury Gop, e EvEre.
LASTING FATHER, HE PRINCE oF Pracel
Could he possibly be ignorant of all that long chain-
of astonishing propbecies successively, and at that
time recently, uttered by the- same prophet; by: Jea-

remiah, and other inspired men; concerning the'

destruction of Jervsalem and- the -captivity of the -
Jews by the Babylonian sovereign? or of the sube

version of the ‘Babylonian empire itself by ‘the:
Medes and . Persians? those. prophecies in which

Cyrus himself was twice mentioned by name' 150 °
years before he was born.- ‘Could- he be ignorant
of the solemn decree of Cyris for the retutrf and
reinstatement of the Jews in their ancient domains,
religious rites, and civil privileges ? ? or, on the retar:
dation of .that event by their determmed eneimies,.
of the confirmation of the decree by Cyrus, by hxs'
patron Hystaspes, in the fourth year of his reign? -
These 1mportant national eyents, befallmg a peopk:_\
of so peculiar a theologlcal cast, could pot have_
passed unnoticed under the’ very eye of one who',‘
united in his character at once the courtier and the
theologue ; and it is probable that he even befriended
them in their second applicatfon for repewed per-
mission to rebuild their temple, The conspicuous’

D
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rank and station of Zerdusht in the Persian empire,
. and on the great theatre of Asia, added to the cele-
brity of his learning, gave him an unbounded infla..
~ ence and authority over all the subordinate classes
and. colleges of the ‘ancient Zogas,'dispersed over the .
Eastern world, among whom the Brahmins must be
enumerated ; and an author of high repute, from
Oriental soutces, informs .us, that he absolutely
predicted. to his disciples, that, at no very distant’
period, @ sacrED pERsONAGE should issue from
the womb of an immacslate vircin, and that his
" coming would be preceded by e brilliant. staw,
whose light would guide them to the place of bis
nativity.*

vA\D_D!TIONAL "EVIDENCES OF AN EXPECTED.
. MESSIAH BROUGHT FROM JEWISH HISTORY,
- AND FROM GREEK WRITERS.

Waarevir truth there may be in the above rela-
tion, which I would not insert from an author of less
respectability than Abulfaragius, itis certain that the .
Jews themselves, either grounding their belief on
the prophecy uttered by Balaam against the secret
.malignant purpose of his-heart, and therefore Justly
supposed to be put into his mouth by the Omnipo-
tent power that watched over Israel, or induced by
patnarchal tradmons, firmly expected the prophe-

1 Vide Abulfaragii Hxstona Dyna.snarum, p. 54, edit.
Qxon, 1673.
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tical allusion to a brilliant appearance in the bea-
vens, to be literally fulfilled, and that a sTar
should, in fact, precede the coming of the Messiah.
It is in vain that the Hebrew commentators fly to

., every subterfuge to avoid the imputation of indulg-

. ing this notion, since their conduct, on a great
national occasion, incontrovertibly establishes the -
fact. The impetuous zeal with which, in the
130th year of the Christian xra, they rushed to the
standard of a military impostor, whom their per-
verted imaginations had exalted into the true Mes=~ -
siah, demonstrates. that they. thus mterpreted the
prediction.

At that time there flourished in _]uda:a a most
celebrated Rabbi of the name of Akiba, a biuter
enemy of the Christians, who, guided by ambition,
or acting from the_ conviction of his mind, sanc,
tioned the daring fraud. I allude. to the famous -
impostor named Bar Cocursas, whose rapid
‘success and sanguinary devastations through-al}
Palestine and Syria filled Rome itself with astonjsh.
ment. In this barbarian, so well calculated by his
" cruelty to be the Messiah, according to the per-
verted - conceptions of the Jews, Akiba declared
that prophecy of Balaam, a star shall_rise out of
Jacob, was accomplished. . Hence the .impostor
took his title of Bar-Cocnesas,- or son of the
star; -and Akiba not only publicly anointed him
kiNg or THE JEws, and placed an imperial
diadem upon his- head, but followed him. to_the

D2
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field at the head of four-and-twenty thousand of hit
disciple$, dnd acted in the capacity of mastet of his
horse. To crush this dangerous insurrection, which
happened in the reign of the Emperor Adrian, Ju.
lius Severus, prefect of Britain, one of the greatest
comm'and‘cr.s of the age, was recalled and dispatched
from Rome, who retook ]erusalem,-burnt that me=
tropolis to thé -ground, and sowed the ruins with -
salt. ' The prediction, therefore, of Zerdusht was
in unison with the :]ewish faith and traditions ; and,
" through his means, the hope and promise of a Mes-
siah, whose character -and office were but darkly
conceiyed, were diffused widely over all the Eastern
world ; ~confirming the traditions immemorially
cherished among the Pagan nations, and obscurely
recorded in. the venerable dogmas and writings of
the oldest heathen philosophers.
~In fact,’ T cannot consider, whatever may be-
genuine (and, doubtless, some portions are genuine,
since all false coins have been preceded by originals
of sterling weight and value) in the mystic theology
contained in the Zoroastrian or Chaldzxan oracles, =
the Orphic mysterious verses, the writings of Hermes
‘Trismegist, and the Sibylline books, with all that we
read in the Pythagoric and Platonic remains con-
cerning a "great secondary cause, or principle, the
celestial Anuispyos and Zevg Baginevg of the world, in
any other light than as mutilations of those primi-
tive traditions; for from what other source could
have ‘originated the peculiarly strong and pointed



- i[7a77]
expressions that so frequently occur in those ancient
compositions concerning a devrepos @eo,  oF second
god, a Jevrepos N&s, or second mind, a Beiog- Aoyosy or
divine Word, their Midgzc Meqirns, or mediatorial
Mithra, and Tawnres ©:ca5y or generated god ?. The
conceptions which gave‘ birth to these cxpressions
should doubtless be referred to the ‘same origin
with their notions concerning a ¥uyn Koopz, or Sgiul;
of the world, and the symbolical theology which .
represented Brahma, or Osiris, in loto arbore se-
dentem super aquam, which are only corruptions of
those primeval accounts that flourished in the patri-
archal ages in respect tothe fuhctions and énérgiC’
‘operations of the Holy Spirit. Hence, probably,
the altar erected by the Athenians to the unknown
God, hence that most remarkable but ill understood -
prophecy of the venerable Confucius, St ram yevU
XIM GIM, In the west, the Hory ONE shall ap-
pear;* Judza being siiuated, in point of longitude,
directly west from China. Hence, in many of the
most sacred legends of pagan antiquity, a mode of.
phraseology seems to have prevailed, and sentiments
‘to have been adopted, apparently founded on some
obscure idea of the incarnation of the 'Wonn, and
exactly consonant to the assertion of the Scripture,
that the WORD WAS MADE FLESH.
Having thus, my Lords, attempted to ‘account
for the origin of the fanciful doctrine of AVATARS,

* Consult Couplet Scient. Sin. llb ii. p. 78, and Martinii
Sin, Hist, lib, iv. Ps 149.
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and shewn the traditional sources whence ‘such a
motley character as the Indian Crishna 'might have ,
been formed ‘in the crude imagination of a people

unenlightened by divine - revelation, I shall in my -
next Letter demonstrate at how-early a period both

‘the genuine and the Spurious -gospels found their

way to the shores of India, the channels by which

they were conveyed, and their general diffusion

among a people already prepared, by the ancient

received doctrines of incarnations, to believe in that

of the Christian Redeemer.

I have the honour to be,
My Lords,
» 'With profound respect,
Your Lordship’s obedient,
And faithfal Servant, .
~ THOMAS MAURICE.
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" LETTER IV.
‘My Logrbs,

Dorine the wide excursion taken in the pre-
ceding Letters through eastern regions, having, from
" numerous and distant sources of intelligence, tradis’ ‘
tional and historical, been enabled to establish the
truth of our original position, that the INDIANS,.
witb all the otber nations of the Gentile world, bada
notion of, and expected a DELIVERER, We at length
arrive at that important zra in which their.concep-
" tions on this subject became concentrated and embo-
died. 'Full of the sublime idea of this mighty Deli-
verer, and inflamed with all that they had heard, or
read of his attributes and character, their romantic
imaginations gave being to a personage such asnever.
did nor ever could actually exist; distinguished by
the noblest virtues, blended with the wildest follies; -
a compound of dignity and puerility, of austere virtue.
and unbounded libertinism. That personage was
Crisuna; and the very first paragraph . of his al-
legorical history confirms all that has been said
respecfing ‘this cause of his appearance among
men; for, says the Bhagavat, * 4¢ a period when
the EawTH was overloaded with injustice and op-
pression, sue assumed the form of a cow (Isis),
and went to utter- her complaints to ‘the preserver
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Veeshnu. Veeshnu pitied her forlorn condition;
and on her entering the divine palace of Vaicontha,
‘a secret voice, exclaimed, “ I will become incar-
nate at Mathura, in the 'ho‘use of Yapu, and will

“issue forth to mortal birth from the womb of D=
vacr: it is time that I should display my power,
and relieve the oppressed earth of its oad. -

Before, however, we procecd ta more detailed

accounts either concerning CRIsHNA, OF SALI-
vAaAN a, let us attend to a fact of a far more limpor-
tant natare ; the actual appearance on earth of that
divine personage of whose 1NcARNATION all other

- vaunted incarnations are palpable and atrocious
forgeries.

THE INCARNATION OF THE TRUE AND ONLY
MeEsstan; THE "ADORING Maciy, PERSIAN
NOT ARABIAN, 3opos; THE CONDUCTING

_STAR, A PECULIARLY APPROPRIATE SYMBOL
OF THE ADVENT TO AN ASTRONOMICAL -

~ PRIESTHOOD., ‘ ‘

. Tat sTAr that was to arise out of Jacob, and illu-
‘mine Palestine, (and not only’ Palestine, but the
whole earth,) at length made its appearance in the -
eastern horizon. The Persian Magi, addicted to
the Sabian superstition, and not unmindful of the
prediction of their great master Zerdusht,” from the

J® Ttisvery yemérkable that this prediction is alluded to at
the very opening of the EvANGELIUM INFANTIZ, as I find



(4]

heights of the mountainous regions where they re.
sided, and watched the motions of the heavenly
bodies, had long been anxiously solicitous for the
manifestation of the biilliant prodigy. The' won«
derful condescension of Divine Providence, in ans
nouncing this stupendous event to the Gentile
world, by a sign the most intelligible to their coma
prebension, and after 2 mode the most ¢onsonant
 to the habits and prejudices of a race involved in,

it translated from the Arabic, through the medium of which
language it probably reached Iondia, by Henry Sike, ECCG
Magi cvenerunt ee Oriente anmol_yma:, QUEMABMOBUM °
PREDIXERAT ZorabascHr.” Codex Apocryphus Novi:
Testamenti, cura Fabricii, vol. i. p. 173, edit. Hamburg,
1703. I think it important to mention this circumstance, in
addition to what was cited in a former . page from Abulfara-
gius; because, the Arebian author probably interted it as one’
of the traditional dogmas of Zerdusht, preserved in his own
school ; for, there were Arabian as well as Persian Magi. He
certainly found nothing of it in the Apocryphal Gospel, upon .
the same subject, in Greek, and ascribed to St. Thomas ; for,
that precedes the Arabic one, in the Yolume just cited, with
the Latin version of Cotelerius. There are two very forcible
reasons for supposmc them both to have been fabricated in
the earliest ages of Christianity ; in the first place, the Greek
version is mentioned in the works of Irenzus, who lived in the
second century ; and, secondly, we find many passages of the
latter inserted almost verbatim in the text of the Koran of
Mohammed, as I shall presently demonstrate, In fact, the
Evangelium Infantiz seems to have been the principal, though
oqrrupted, medium by which that impostor arrived at any
knowledge of Chnshamty.
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the depth of astronomical superstition, at once ex-
cites - admiration and. impresses gratitude on the

_ reflecting mind. - The physical phaznomenon or-
~ dained to precede that appearance, ¢be morning-star
to the Sun of Rigbteousness, had already blazed
forth, during the space of nearly two years, to .the’
astonished disciples of ZerpusuT, who, impatient’
.to behold the Desire of all Nations, lost not a
moment in obeying its summons, and in submitting
« themselves to its guidance. We shall not stop
here, to examine the philosophical perplexities that
appear to envelope this subject, of the star that
appeared to the Magi: it has already been often
and ably investigated, and the magmﬁed difficulties
in great part removed, by the efforts of learned and

" pious writers. But it should ever be remembered,
that this was a miraculous display of ommpotent
power, for the most glorivus of purposes, and there-
fore cannot properly be brought before the tribunal
of human reason : a display worthy of the immortal
object towhich it pointed, and one the truth of
‘which is equally attested by sacred and prophane
writers of antiquity. Whether, therefore, the pha-’
nomenon in question was, as I aminclined to think,

~ the light of an occult star blazing suddenly forth in
the heavens, (resembling that of superior effulgence,
which appeared in Cassicpea in 1572, and which
continued visible about sixieen months in our he-
misphere,) and afterwards, to human eye, appa-
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rently extinguished’;. a doctrine in‘perfect unison
with the astronomy of the present day ;* or whether,
as seems to be determined by the generality of
commentators, only a fiery meteor of an appearance
unusually luminous ; its uncommon: lustre, and its
punctual appearance at -the time predicted, con-
firmed the ancient traditions, and animated the illus<
trious ogos immediately. to undertake  a journey of.
many hundred leagues, over. unknown - mountains,
orivers and deserts, to adore the bright original of
* which that refulgent orb was the emblem and index.
I am aware that the generality of Christian wri-
ters, on this subject of the journey of the Magi to
Bethleheni, make.it to have taken .place from
Arabia. To this opinion. they have been princi<
pally induced by the proxifnity of that region of '
Asia to Palestine, and by a laudable desire to des
monstrate - the completion, on this occasion, of that
prediction in ‘the seventy-second Psalm, that #be
kings of Sbeba and Saba shall offer gifts to the
new-born Messiab. It is not, however, clear to
me, that, at that ‘period, the Arabians cultivated
astronomy; and watched the nocturnal heavens,
with the zeal of the more eastern astronomers;-at’

¢ The ancients themselves were not wﬁolly inatientive te
the changes that took place among the fixed stars. "It was
the sppearance of a new star in the heavens, about 160 years
before the incarnation, that induced Hipparchus to form the
first catalogue of thew, in order that posterity might ootice
any future changes that took place among them. ~
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least, we have no proofs of the fact from history at
all approaching to those which record the unwearied
‘diligence of the Persian and Indian Magi. Allow-
ing, therefore, those writers all the credit so justly
- due to their. zeal and their erudition, still I must
confess myself to be firmly of the opinion of the
learned Tuomas Hybpk, who determines that joure
‘ney to have commenced from Persia, the original -
-seat of the Magian school; and residence of the
‘Archimagus ; and the Scripture itself certaioly jus-a
tifies the conjecture,'since, on their arrival in Judza, *
as is supposed on the twelfth-day after the birth of
our Saviour, and on their being interrogated by
Herod concerning the time of the first appearance
in the East of the star<hat guided them thither,
" ‘they returned him such an answer as induced the.
enraged king to order the immediate massacre -of
all the cbildren in Betblebem, and the coasts thereqf,
Jram two YEARS old and under ; a period in less
‘than which their journey could scarcely have been
accomphshed
-Although the number of the Magl has been fixed
by ancient traditions, to #bree,.yet, as mo parti~
cular number is specified in Scripture, and as thefr
direct route to Judza lay through Arabia,
is not impossible but that, on making known
theu' errand, they might have been joined by
some of the Zopas of that country, also-bearing ‘the
sributary frankincense and myrrh in which Arabia
30 much abounded, in addition to that gold which.



{451

was the peculiar produce ‘of the wealthy regions,
lying still nearer the rising sun. The station’of the
STAR, used as the secondary i instrument by Divine
Providence to manifest to the ‘Gentile world the
birth of Chnst though splendidly conspicuous. gs
far asthe northem limits of Persia, was probably in
that portion of the heavens which lies directly over
Judza. The preduminant, and perhaps peculiar,
light emaning from that sTar was their unerring
guide to Bethlehem, at a period when travellers by
Jand as well as by sea, were accustomed to. guide
themselves by the light of pamcular stars: for,
what other guides could they have to direct them by
night, when only j Journeys could be performed in
. that scorching region, over the vast sandy and tract- -
less deserts of Asia. If it should be objected that
the remote light of no star in the firmament, how-
ever brilliant and powerful, could point out to_the
Magi the particular babitation of the holy family,
the hypothesis here adopted by no means excludes
the more immediate exertion of divine power, in
causing an inflamed meteor, or a radius of glory, to
illuminate the spot; and this in all probability was
the case. Itis impossible for. the human mind to
conceive, and, though in every age the most re.
nowned masters in the science of painting have
auemptcd the sketch, for the powers of human
gemus accurately to pourtray, the august and affect~
. ing scene which, in mockery of all the pageantry of
buman magpnificence, now took place in the stable
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“of the humble inn ‘at Bethlehem ;—the astomshed
parents, the prostrate Magi, the prvine cxicp,
receiving, with a smile of me_ﬂ'able benignity, the
proffered treasures of the East:—Nature never
witnessed such an awful scene but once; and libe-
rated man, for whose emancipation these amazing
scenes were transacted, ought to cherish the remem-
brance with pious Tapture while thought and exis-
tence remain. :

The scriptaral account of the sidereal herald
‘that announced to the Oriental Zoga the 2dvent of
the Saviour of the World, and of the subsequent
journey and adoration of the Magi, wants not the
’collateral testimony of an eminent philosopher of
those times; and, had the science of astronomy
been then more generally'cultivated, many others
‘would undoubtedly have still remained.

Chalcidius, a writer who flourished not long after
Christ, in a commentary upon the Timzus of Plato,
‘discoursing upon portentous appearances of- this
kind in the heavens, in different ages, particularly
‘speaks of this wonderful star, which, he observes,
presaged neither diseases nor: mortahty, ‘but the
descent of 2 God among men:—Stella, quam a
Chaldwis, observatam fuisse testantur, qui Deum
nuper natum muneribis- venerati sunt :—a star,
which is attested to have been ‘observed by Chal-
dzan astronomers, who immediately hastened to
adore and present with gifts the new.born Deity.
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OBJECTIONS TO THE GENUINENESS OF .THE
TWO . FIRST. CHAPTERS OF ST, MATTHEW
ANSWERED. C oo '

It would be disingenuous in this place to omit

noticing that the two first chapters of St. Matthew,

relating to . the solemn facts described above, and
tracing back the genealog,y of Christ, have them-

selves, by certain writers not in other respects scep-

tical, been attacked as spurious. The circumstance

has arisen principally from some magpified dlﬂig:ul-

ties in the genealogical history in the first chapter,
“and from the astonishing nature of the facts recorded-
in the second,—the journey and adorauon of . the'
Magl, and the subsequent massacre of the . infants

by Herod. = These writers found the argument for

their spuriousness on a very absurd and chxmencal

basis. They assume, and it is mere assumptwn,

without any kind of proof,) that St. Matthew wrote

his Gospel in the Hebrew or Syriac language only,

and that the author of the Greek version added the

initial chapters in quesuon. It is an opinion, how..

ever, sanctioned by very high authonty in anti-

quity, that the apostle was the author of - both

Gospels, and ' was induced to .write them:in two.
different dialects for the more extensive propagation

of the sacred truths contained in them: the ﬁrst;

written, a very short time after our, Lord’s ascen-

sion, for the benefit of the Jewish converts ;. the
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latter, somewhat later, for the instruction of ‘the
Gentile’ pro_selytes‘ Those holy and considerate _
persons ' who admitted ‘the Greek Gospel, which
his descended down to us among’thé canonical
books, had in all probability, seen the Hebrew
Gospel ¢ of St. Matthew also, and could easily have
detected the forgery had it really been one; and
no doubt can be entertained but that all the sacred
books ‘thus admitted undervent & “most rzgzd
scrutmy, and that their authenticity was. ﬁrst incon-
trovembly established. ’

Although I conceived it would be dxsmgenuous
. wholly to omit not1c1ng a circumstance so well
‘known 'to the learned as the spuriousness atfempted
“to be: fixed on these chapters, yet this is hot the
p‘lace for entering into any extended discussions
on the.subject. Indeed, it is rendered in a great
degree unnecessary, as' well by the futility of the
objections themselves, as the | Jlaborious  investiga-
tion of preceding writers, who may be ‘consulied.*
What is here offerédis of a general’ nature, and
retrospective on corresponding events in the annals
of India; I shall, therefore, briefly observe, 'that,_
_whatsoever difficulties there may be (as some t_he"re

.** See twg pamphlets on this subject: . the one entitled,
- ¥ Free Thoughts upon 8 Free Inquiry into the Authenticity of
*the First and Second Chapters of St. Matthew’s Gospel ;” the
second, ¢ The Authenticity of the First and Second Chagpters
of St. Matthew’s Gospel vindicated;” and that ¢ Freelnqulry
jtself; all published about the year 1771.
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certainly are, though none insuperable) in thé former
of these chapters, that treats concerning” the gene-
alogy of our Saviour, the strong connecting chain
of evidence produced above, both collateral and
positive, relative to the continued expectations of
the whole Gentile world, and panicularly of the
"Eastern Zopas, with whom all the traditional wisdom
and venerable predictions of their ancestors for
ages had been treasured, renders the fact recorded
in the second, of the journey and adoration of the
Magi, extremely probable, if not indisputable. The
savage custom also, too generally - practised by
Eastern despots, of destroying a whole generation
to make themselves sure of a single victim, will Te-
. move much of the improbability resulting from the
horror of that deed; especially when it.is consi-.
dered, that Herod himself was. at once the most
profligate and sanguinary of tyrants, and, not long
before, had put three of his own children to death,
on the bare accusation of their having- aspired to
his crown, which drew from Augustus that well-
krown sarcasm, ¢ tbat be would choose ratber 1o -
be Herod's bog tban bis son ;” a reproach, which
might also have an aspect towards the massacre of
the infant children at Bethlehem, probably not un-
reported by bis enemies at the court of Rome.
For my own part, I am inclined to think, that
the relation_ of these circumstances, with all the
particulars by which they are accompanied in
St. Matthew, has a far greater tendency ta establish
E .
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than to invalidate the genuineness of the chapters in

question, as ‘well as-the reality of the events re-

corﬂed; for, would, indeed, any person have had

~ the audacity, so. soon after those events as the
Gospel of St. Matthew (I mean the Greek Gospel,
nearly as old.as the original in Hebrew, and which,
under the apostolical sanction, has descended, un-
mutilated, down to our own times) is known to
have been promulged, to insert a relation, which, if
not founded on real facts, could so easily have
been confuted ?—~Or, waving for a moment all de-
bate on the authenticity of these chapters, would the

"apostle himself, in the face of the whole Jewish
nation, in the most decided manner, have afhirmed,
that these amazing trausactions took place, bad
they not been actually performed 2 Were there no
JFews at that time living, whose immediate ances-
tors resided in Jerusalem and .Bethlechem, while
these momentous scenes were acting, and who cer-
tainly wanted no incentive. to expose' any false
statement of the early Christians with respect to the
Messiah,

- But, farther, I am ‘of opinion, that an mdubltabh:
testimony, in favour of their- authenticity, may be
drawn from a quarter inveterately hostile to Chris-

tianity.  Celsus, the most learned and able of its
assailants; wrote his invective so carly as the middle
of the sccond century ; and would Celsus, with all
the .sources of genuine information in his power,
‘have alluded to these solemn facts, as related in (his
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Evangelist, which he evidently does, if cited cors
rectly by Ovigen,* with a.view to subvert the
doctrine of Christ’s divinity founded upon it, unless
it formed at that time a part, and that an.undisputed
part, of the said Gospel P—It was' extremely im-
portant to the purpose of the laboured argument of
this celebrated Epicurean philosopher, that, in his
attack upon Christianity, he should accurately have
distinguished between the genuine and the imputed
doctrines of its first professors.. . Any supposition
Jo the contrary would be at once a degradation of
his understanding and a subversion of his hypotbesia.
But, in truth, there scarcely existed a possibility of
error on subjects so public and so notorious.; That '
publicity is in the strongest :manner -intimated
throughout the whole narration of St. Matthew, "
No part of this awful drama is represented as having
been- acted in the privacy of. solitude, or in the
shade of obscurity; every particular - of the won-
. derful story is related with a dignified simplicity
that bids defiance to the severest scrutiny,. On the
arrival of the Magi at Jerusalem, they speak of the
sTAR, and of the new-bern King of the Jews, as
things of public notoriety, as things known and seen
by all —Wbere is be that is born King of the Fews ;
Jor, we bave seen bis star? And the immediate
convoking of the Sanhedrim by Herod, as we!l as
his subsequent order 10 destroy the children, must

* Yide Origen contra Celsum, Iib, i p- 45, edit, 1658.
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have greatly added to that notoriety, Again, Celsus;
or, at least, the Jew, in Celsis, reproaches the
Christians with the flight of their God into Egypt,
as if a God were not able to protect himself from
the cruel perfidy of man;* which argun;ent, how-
ever absurd and futile, yet, as referring to what is
related in the second chapter of Matthew, affords
another proof that it then stood where it is now
Jound., There are also other allusions in Celsus to
this chapter, which demonstrate that it must then
“have been in existence ; and, as that learned writer
was well informed in all matters relating to Chris<
tianity, was not regarded in the light of an inferpo-
lation, but as the genuine writing of the Evangelist,
and as containing a fundamental part of the Chris-
tian code. - But the most important and satisfactory
result of the whole inquiry is, that those events are
only' scoffed at and ridiculed by Celsus and his-
sceptical: associates; they are not denied, nor are’
“they, any more than the miracles of Christ, at~
tempted to be disproved. The silence, therefore;.
of one of the most- learned and determined adver-.
saries of Christianity, on a point so momentous as
the preceding, may justly be deemed no unimportant
additional testimony to the truth of the awful facts
under consideration. .
 "We come at length to the consideration of the
Indian historical accounts of Cr1suna and Sarz~’

. Vide Origen cohtra Celsum, lib. i. p. 48. idem. edit.
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VAHAN A, the usurpers of the honours and attributes’
of the true Messiah.  Sir W. Jones, who had read, ’
the Baacavar in the original, but. whom later.
and profounder investigations into Sanscrit litera-
rature have proved to be mistaken jn respect to the ]

age assigned by hi end_to all the puranas,
s thus drawn the character of the former.. : /
SkercH or THE History ANDp CHARACTER
. or CRrisuna.

“Tueir second great divinity, Crisuna, passed
a life; according to the Indians, of a most extraordi-’
nary and incomprehensible patare. He was the son-
of Devaci by Vasupeva; but his birth was;
concealed through fear of the tyrant CANSA, to-
whbom it bad been predicted that ‘a child born at
that time in thé family would desiroy bim : he was
fostered, therefore, in Mathura; by an honest herds-
man, surnamed. Nanda, or happy, and his amiable
wife Yasodha, who was - constantly occupied in her
pastures and her dairy I* He grew up, under their
care, a youth of perfect beauty, revered by the’
shepherds, adored by the shepherdesses ; and the
Hindus assert that he was distinguished above vall,
the avatars, who had only an ansa, or portion of
the divinity, while' Crisuna was the_person of
Veesanu himselfin a buman form, - The foliowing
anecdote related of him, while yet a child, will serve’

* Asiatic Researches, vol, i. p 267. Calcutta edition
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to- illustrate his character. ‘The young urchin
of a deity had made free with the curds and milk-
of the dairy, for which he was reprimanded by his
foster-mother Devaci. Crisuna, the personified
Veesunu, Lord of all things, denied the fact of the -
tbeft, and requested his mother to examine his-
mouth. She did so, and, to her utter astonishment,
beheld the wbole universe in all zts plenitude ofy
magnificence.

In another part’ of the same Dissertation, the
President admits the important fact, that the name
of CrisuN 4, and the general outline of bis story,
were long anterior to the birth of our Saviour,and -
probably to the time of Homer; that though not.
absolutely born in a steble, he was cradled among
berdsmen ;. that a tyrant, -at the time of his birth,
ordered all new born males to be slain ; that he
performed a_number of. astonishing miracles ; that
he saved multitudes, even in infancy, partly by his.
valour, and par.t]yl‘ by his miraculous. powers; that
he raised tbe dead, by descending for that purpose
to the. lowest. reggons, that he preached very su-
bhme doctrmcs, yet was the meskest of buman beings,
and condescended 'even'to wash the feet of bis dis-
c;plqs. All these, however, and : many more poble
actions .of Crishna, which, will be distincily ex-.
amined hereafter, were blendcd with others so ex%
travavant, and gven .absurd, as to . mduce, in his
mmd an oplmon that the Indians had interpolated
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his life with passages taken from the spurious gaspels,
which abounded in the first ages of Christianity, and
might, through various channels, which it will be my
province to point out, have found their way to
India.* , , i
Since the period (1784) in which the Disserta-
tion just referred to was written, very rapid ad-

vances have been made by our countrymen in Indian

science, and particularly in chronological science
and there is very abundant ‘reason to-doubt the

high antiquity assigned by the learned author to the

Bhagavat, and other Puranas.t However ancient;
therefore, may be the outline ‘of Crishna'’s romantic
story, it tan now be ascerfamed that those celebrated
compositions are of a date very muth inferior even
to the Christian zra. -Should that fact, however,
not admit of absolute proof, a perusal of the numer-
ous extracts from the Evavcerium Iyrantrs;
inserted in the course of this publicaion, will ‘de-
cidedly prove the fact of the interpolation alluded

10, as far at least as those extracts are concérned, -

and the whole number of Apocf\ryphal?Gospels,
amounting, according ‘to Fabricius, to no less than

£

THIRTY-NINE, the Brahmins had full scope for the

exertion of those fraudful arts, which, as is evident
in the recent case of Mr. Wilford, they still con-
tinue to pracise. With the circumstance here
alluded to, though well known to Oriental scholars,

® Asiatic Researches, vol. i. p. 274. .
" 1 My authorities for this assertion shall be adduced hereafter.
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some of the readers of this publication may not be
perfectly acquainted, and, therefore, a’ summary of
the nefarious transaction shall precede that piece of
history(the life of Salivahana) in which it has been
s0 notonously exemplified. :

+ - FORGERIES OF THE BRAHMle,

As these yorcer1Es were noticed by me at the
time they occurred in the respectable Journal above
referred to, and as rem actam agere is a task neither
pleasing nor profitable, 1.shall not hesitate to insert
in these pages the critique in question, which con-
tains an exposure of the fraud sufficiently ample ;
and will, I' trust, be an-additional proof to your.
Lordships, of my unceasing zeal, exerted both by
my acknowledged and anonymous writings, in the
- great ;cause of which, (I say it with respectful con-
fidence) I, earliest .in'Europe, commenced the ela~
borate -defence. % During the incidental delay of
our -Review -of the  present volume (the sixth)
of Asiatic Researches, some very interesting in-
telligence has arrived in Europe, which that delay
affords us an opportunity of submitting to our
readers from an authentic source of informa-
tion, relative to the imposition upon Mr. Wilford
by the- Brahmins, on the subject of the :sacred
islands in.the West, i. e. England and Ireland. It
" is contained in a letter to a distinguished Asiatic
scholar in this country; and in it Mr. W.~ says,
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“egat he was then slowly recovering. from a fit .of
illness.brought on, or, at least, greatly. augmented

" by finding that his. Pundits. had . totally .deceived:

- him in almost all that he had written.about those,
jslands ; havmg at different times, and, in_propor-;
tion as they became acquainted with his: pursaits
and his wishes, made, erasurés io the Sanscrit MS
and on those erasures inserted the names Rajar

“pweEPy for England, and ‘SuvArNa-pwEezp, fgr
Ireland. z;Mr.—zW.'in the most. feeling :manner, 13-,
ments that.-he should - thus. have been made - a
dupe by those - artful . men, to sanction: a false~
hood, and transmit to ' Europe unfounded intelli-
gence® concerning these: isles; ;adding, - that. those,
frequently-recurring crasurcs in ‘most, Indian MSS,
tended to throw a. deep shade oyer their presumed
authority, and should make him. doubly‘careful Jin,
future.”* The anxiety of. Mr. W, on this subject

" ® In his more extended account of this nefarious transac<
tion, afterwards published in the 10th volume of Asiatic Re«"
searches, Mr. Wilford is more particular, ‘and informs  us,

that, resolvmg to make a general collatlon of his 'oouchers with

the originals,. before his essay went ﬁnal]y out of his hands ; H

¢ In going on with the collanon 1 soon perceived, that whens
ever the word Swetam or Sweta-dwzpa, the name of the prmcnpnl
of the Sacred Isles, and also of the whole c]uster, was mtro-
duced, the writing was somewhat dlﬂ'erent, and that the paper
was of a different colour, as if stained. Surprlsed at this strange
appearance, I heid the page to the light, and percelved imme-
diately that there was an erasure, and that some size had been
applied. Even the former word was not so much defaced but
that I could sometimes make it out plamly. I was thuudeh
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does him great honour ; ‘and his frankness in com~
municating the fact,as soon as he discovered the”
fraud, demonstrates him to be’ a man of strict_ ine
tegrity, and one who greatly prefers truth to any
favourite hypothesxs. S e ’
"% Another imposition of a still more formidable:
kind, and connected with more important interests,
has since come to light; and we have the misfor-
tune to find, that the well-known passage in the gd
volume of those ‘Researches, affirmed by Sir W.
_]onés'to be an exact translation by himself, Irom an:
Indian MS. forwarded to him by Mr. Wilford,
relative to Noah, under the name' of Satyavarman’
#nd bis three sons, ‘Sherma, Chbarma, and Fyapets,
‘is also a forgery of the Brahmins.. - Though the
sacred ‘books by no means stood in need of this
corroborative evidence of their authenticity, yet it
was no small gratification to pious minds, to find its:
records thus d¢cidedly confirmed by those of one
of the most ancient nations of the earth. That
evidence is now found to be baseless, and the Mo-
saic 'r_elat_io'n stands - as before,» secure in its own'
struck ‘but felt some consolatlon, in' knowing that still my
manuscnpt was in my own possession. ‘T recollected my essay
on Egypt, and instantly veferred to the orignals which I had
quoted in it; my fears were but too soon realised, the same
decepuon, the same erasures appeared to have pervaded thent.
I shall ‘not trouble the Society with a description of what I
fell and of my distress at this discovery. My first step was

to inform my fnends of it, either verbally or by letlers, that
1inight secure, at least, the credit of the first disclosure.®
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evidence ; and thé-only. result is, .our being filled
with indignation: at the fraudful baseness . of the
sacerdotal tribe of India. By . these- repeated ata
tempts, however, to impose on our coantrymen, all
dependence or their vaunted booky is -inevitably
shaken to the foundanon, and afncr the most elabos -
rate research into their ancncng chronicles for histas
rical truth, the exbausted student may, too late_ﬁnq
out that he has been labouring in vain.” -
The intelligence communicated chrough thQ sam@
channel, thc Asiatic Researches, concermng Sali»
vahana, by Mr, Wilford, .js. taken from ;Sapscrit
‘authorities, previously well amhenucated,, and 1y
contained  in an essay fdrming'pau, of the..third
article in the ninth volume, and entifled
VICRAMADITYA AND SALIVAHANAL: v 1.
. . oo ; T o
THz two grand civil zras of the Hindus are dis-
" tinguished by the name of the two great personages
above mentioned, VicramaniTv 4 and SALIVAs
"HANA, OF SALBAHAN ; a circumstance which dew
cisively marks the power and the eminence to which '
they were exalted in Hindostan, . The formpr;
according to Sir W, Jones, commenced fifty-six
years before Chust the later, according to Mr.Wil.
Jord’s own statement in the essay before us, seventy.-
eight years .affer Christ; the period -of his death,
The former was - prince of Ugein, in Malva, hlghly
renowned as a conqueror, as well as a patron of

-
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arts and" sciences, particularly astronomy, and so
much in favour with Inpr a, the Hindoo God of the
firmament, that he obtained from ‘tﬁat"deit'y the sin-
gular boon, that his country should never be visited
by drought. ' To enjoy this enviable blessing under
a burning climate, during the life of a mere mortal,
did not satisfy this- great monarch ;' he wished to
prolong. his’ existence ‘on ‘earth to 2 far more ex-
tended period, and, by dint of fasting and prayer,
obtained’ his wish ‘of Cari-pevr, or the goddess
who' presides over the cyclés of Time. The fol-
lowing ‘passage  records ‘the fact, and at the same
time “introduces to us his young and predtcted de~
stroyer, SALIVAHANA. o

“VicramapiTya made a desperate fapasya, in -
order to obtain power and a long life from Cav1-
DEVI, and as she - seemingly continued deaf to his
intreaties, he was going to cut off his own head,
when she appeared, and” granted him undisturbed
sway overall the world for 1000 years, after which -
a'divine child, born of a virgin; and the son of the
great T acsRACa, carpenter- oy artist, would de<
prive bim both of bis' kingdom and of bis life.’
Such are the words of the' Vicrama-charitra: and
in the Cumarica-c’handa_it is said, that this would
happen in the year of the Cali-yuga 3101, answer=
ing to the first of the Christian era. "Thus, Vicra-
MADITYA reigned for 1000 years nearly, unmo-
Jested, in the enjoyment of every rational pleasure,
and' never troubling himself : about his latter end ;
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till, recollecting the propbecies about this wonderful

child, and that the time for their being fulfilled

was near at hand, he grew very uneasy, -and sent

people all over the world, fo find bim out, that be
‘might destroy bim : and having discovered the

place’of his abode, he advanced at the head -of ‘an

immense army, but was defcated and’ lost his life

by the band of this divine cbild, who was then ﬁve'
Years of age”**

Such, in a short compass, is the hlstory of this
wonderful child Salivahana ; born in the first year
of the Cbristian @ra, and therefore coeval with its
founder. There are, as usual, in these Indian, his<
torical details, several varieties of the story, which

.are detailed by Mr. Wilford; but this is the sum’
of them all: A migbty and despotic monarch, des-
troyed by a divine child, born of a virgin, according
to an ancient prediction, and that monarch frustra;
ted in every scbeme, o assassinate, in mfuncy, bis
predicted destroyer. '

In one of the varieties alluded to, extracted from
another Indian legend, we are told that .Vicrarha_:-
ditya, “ toward the latter end of bis reign, sent secret
emissaries through all the world, to inquire whether
a child were born:of a virgin one year and a half
old. The messengers returned to Ujjayini ( Ujein)
with the news, that a male child was born of a
virgin, the daughter of a potmaker, begot by the
king of snakes (called Tacsu aca, or the Carpenter,

# Asiatic Researches Vol. ix. p. 118.
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in the original,) while she was in bhér cradle. They
informed him also, that this child, named SaLAva-
HANA, bad attained the age of five years; and that
‘his grand-father had made number]ess clay figures
of soldiers, to amuse bim.” .
- Vicramarca marched at the head of an army,
but the proteeting snake came to the assistance of
the child, and inspired tbe figures of clay* with lifey
who started up as able warriors, attacked Vicra:
marca and his army, and defeated him. SaLava-
BAN A cut off his bead, and ﬂunc it into Ujjayinis
that his death might be known to all the world.
The queen was delivered, in that very month, of a
male child ; afier which she burned herself with
the bead of her lord, who was re-united to the Su-
preme Being. Whilst the grandees of the state were
assembled to place the child upon the Imperial
throne, a voice from heaven declared, that, as the
child was born after the death of his father, he could
not succeed to the empire of India, but only to the
throne of Malwa ; and the same voice ordered the
Sinbavana, or Imperial throne, to_be buried in a
secret place. SALAVAHANA, who was a learned
and pious man, became 'a Muni, and withdrew to
desert places, to give himself up to devout contem-
plation ¥°° :

% The mention of these clay figures are thus noticed in
jtalics, because they make a prominent figure in our future
examination of the spurious gospels. ' v

+ Ibid, p. 121.
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Muni means a religious devotee, and in retiring
for a time to desert solitudes, he 'e\'lidemly‘copi’ed
the example of that great Christian prototype, of
whom both Crishna- and himself, are the degraded
similitudes. From those deserts, however, he.in due
time emerged, to become the head of a'great dynasty,
that continued to flourish, -as kings of Western
India, down almost aslow as the irruption of Mahmud
of Gazna, in the. begmmng ‘of the eleventh
century. The race, or sect, of Sahvahana was. mg
. deed not wholly extinct even when, Timur mvaded

India, for that conqueror found, -according to Shﬁnf« -

edin, at Toglocpoor, a town to the north-west, of

Delhi, a tribe called SaLwaw ; and these, on account

of tbeir religious tenets, he ordered to be _I_t_la_ssé-‘
cred, and their town to be burned. Salivahana, Mr.
Wilford informs ns, is generally pranounced Sar
- wan and SaLran in the West. The above account
of the massacre of the remainder of the SALB AN

tribe, at Toglocpoor, and the ‘reason asslgn‘ed, for
that massacre, by the historian of Timur, viz. that -

they were rigid Manicbaans, constitute a piece of

information most important to the ends of this. dis-

cussion. But it is now high time to close this proq

tracted letter, and to renew the assurances of - thag
profound respect, with which -

' " I have the honour to be,
My Lords,
- &e, &c &ec. .
"THOMAS MAURICE.
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LETTER V.

;

My Lorbps,

Havive now, I trust sausfactonly proved to your:
Lordships, the wide diffusion of the grand primitive-
doctriné Telative to a' sacred character ‘ordained to:’
appear ‘the deliverer of a guilty or fallen world:
(for the doctrine of THE FALL oF MAN from a state’
rof pnmmvc rectitude is’evidently implied in the
expectation of such”a deliverer, and the firm belief
of it in India’is confirmed by that of the Metemp-
sychosis, and of the innumerable and - excruciating
penances undergone by the religious of that country-
to tegain' forfeited- paradise), 1 ‘now proceed to
considér by what means the knowledge of the,
" Saviour of the world being actually born in Pales-
tine, could reach so secluded a race as the Brah-
mins, and what authority’ there may exist (since Sir.
W. Jones’s intimation is mere conjecture,) for the
_ hypothesis that the leading facts in the lives of
Crishna and Salivahana, were copxed from the
spurious gospels.

In the first place, it is highly probable that the
tidings of the actual birth of the predicted Messiah,
were, on their return, extensively propagated through
“the hlgher Asia by the. favoured Magi, the neigh-
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‘bours of the Brahmins in:the Bactrian mountains,.
for the impression made upon those sages.by the
glorious scenes which they had witnessed, could
never be effaced from their minds.. But there were
-other sources of information, and other channels
-through which, if we are not wholly deluded by the
historical accounts of those early times, the know-
ledge of the awful events so recently transacted in
Palestine, could have arrived on_the shores of India.
These shall be enumerated in order.

SUMMARY O! THE HISTORY 0! THB TRAVELS
' AND !REACHING OF ST, THOMAS IN INDIA.

Avrsouca I should be sorry to .degrade thesc'
pages by introducing into them any of the legends,
-of the Romish church, yet so much has been said
by the Portuguese writers concerning the .ancient
Christians of St. Thomas, the Apostle of the Indies,
as he is generally denominated by them, that it
would be mexcusable, on a subject like the present,
wholly to omit mentioning what is ‘recorded con-
. cerning himself and his peregrinations, by those wri-
ters, prmc:pally from Eusebius’s Ecclesiastical His-
tory, and in the celebrated book entitled the “-Acts -
of St, Thomas”~2a work edited also; by F abricius, '
and to be found in the second volume of the
Apocryphal Gospels. On that historical legend,
- however, not_to place . too. copfident a reliance;
from -the. ancient traditions of the church, and
‘the testimony of the fathers, sufficient -evidence
F
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may be collected to convince us, that, on the
distribution made by the apostles of the several
regions of the Gentile world, in which they were
respectively to exercise their ministry, the vast
district of Parthia; and the more eastern empires
of Asia, were allotted to St. Thomas; and this
apostle, who, by the condescension of his cru-
cified Master, had such decided and public proof
. permitted him of that resurrection which is the basis
of the Christian hope of immortality, was, doubt-
less, preportionably animated by it to tempt every
danger of a fiery climate and barbarous nations,
and propagate its doctrines to the farthest bounds of
the habitable globe. The Medes, the Persians,
the Carmanians, and the inhabitants of Hyrcania
and of Bactria, whose capital was Balkh, the ancient
residence of the Magi, of which provinces, at that
_ time, the Parthian empire consisted, successively
shared the benefit of his instructions. The Eastern
traditions add, that, in this quarter of Asia, he met,
far advanced in the vale of years, with those vener=
able Magi who had visited the Saviour of the -
World in Bethlehem 3 that he admitted them, by
- baptism, into the pale of the Christian church; and
experienced from them essential services durmg his
abode in that part of Asia. As there is no gross
improbability in this story, and as the idea is withal
* highly gratifying to the' mind of the Christian, it
ought not to be. hasuly rejected, though recorded by
the unknown author of the Imperfect Commentary
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upon St. Matthew, a work of considerable an«
tiquity,®

From Parthia—not I think as the Acts of this
Apostle state, from Aden, in Arabia, @ statement
more likely to be true of the second St. Thomas,
or Mar-Thome, the Manichzan heretic of the third
century, than the great apostle himself—from the
Bactrian sages, the undaunted servant of Christ, is
said to have visited India, already, as we have seen,
by the doctrine of its Avatars, prepared to receive
with benigoity the herald of the #rue Messiab,
though not to renounce its absurd superstitions in
honour of Crishna, the pretended Saviour. This
ever has been, and probably ever will continue to
be, the unfortunate case; for, since the Indians
allow that all religions come from God, and that ail
modes of adoring him, when springing from an up-
right heart, are acceptalle to him : or, to use their
own remarkable language on this point, since they .
affirm that the Supreme Being “ is sometimes em-
ployed with the attendant at the mosque, in count-
ing the sacred beads; and sometimes in the temple,
@t the adoration of idols ; the intimate of the Mus-
sulman, and the friend of the Hindoo: the compa.
- nion of the Christiari, and the confident of the
Jew 5"t since they are firmly of opinion, “ that the

" ® Opus Imperfectum in Matth, homil. ii. written about

A. D. 56,
‘4 See the Preliminary stcourse of the Brahmins who X

translated the Code of Gentoo Laws, p. 4. 4to. edit. 1776
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Deity bas appeared innumerable times, and by in-
numerable Avatars, in many parts, not only of this
world, but of all worlds, for the salvation of his
~ creatures; and that both Christians and Hindoos
~ adore the same God, under different forms;t since
_ they indulge, I say, such latudinarian ideas in theo-
logical concerns, it was equally impossible for St,
Thomas, as it has been for any modern missionary
since, to persuade the great body of the people of
Hindostan to renounce the errors of idolatry, and
become sincere converts to the trith of uncorrupted
Christiapity. A considerable number of Hindoos,
_however, (as may be gathcred from all the accounts
of this apostle’s life given us by the ancients, and
confirmed by the diligent inquiries of the moderns)
were absolutely converted to the Christian faith ;
and the Brahmins themselves, though determined
not to give up their usurped authority over the
minds of the people, and the vast emoluments, re-
“ sulting from the idolatrous rites celebrated in the
pagodas, yet, at the same time, .comparing the ac-
counts of the Magi, and the doctrines preached by
our apostle, with their own Scnptures, discovered
that strong resemblance, between some parts of the
character and history of the Christian and Hindoo
Deliverer, as scemed completely to verify the ancient
traditions of their nation, and induced them ¢o ¢n-
terpolate their sacred books with extracts from the
Gospels, of which, at that early period, the spurious

* Asiat, Researches, vol. i. p. 374.
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abounded more than the genuine throughout “the
East, :
In this place it should by no means be ommed
that the very Gospel of the Infancy was originally
known in Asia under the title of the Gospel of St.
Tbomas, by which name it is often mentioned, and
condemned by the fathers as a gross forgery, un-
- worthy of his name and character. The number of
the spurious Gospels of which we have any know-
ledge, ag before intimated from Fabricius, amounts
10 no less than 'rﬁuu'v-mnz; of which, those ‘
that bave descended down to our own time will be
found in that writer’s often-cited work, the Codex
Apocryphus. It is happy for us that they bave so
descended, since we are by this means enabled to
detect imposition, and vindicate the  authority and
dignity of the genuine productions of the Evange-
Jists, There might also be another powerful motive-
with the Brahmins for maklng the asserted interpo-
lations ; for, thaugh the zealous disciple of Chnst.
and his doctrines, so congenial with many of the
sublimer dogmas of their own religious faith, might
be welcomed on his first arrival, yet, the number of
'prosélytes daily and prodigiously increasing, they
might be alarmed lest the total downfall of their
superstition, and the absolute loss of their enormous
gaios from the practice of it, should be the fatal’
_consequence. We are justified in this conjecturg
by the accounts given in Maffeus’s Indian Hlsxory,

b ® Maffzi Hist. Ind. lib. ii. p. 85.
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and in the ancient martyrologies of his death, which
is said to have happened after (he following manner.
“This holy man, pursuing the successful career of
his spiritual embassy, continued his progress, pros
bably by the route of the Indus, from the northern
to the southern regions of India, where he gained
still greater fame and more numerous disciples. At
Cranganor, then said to have been the capital of a
kingdom of the same name, but now a miserable
town-and fort on the. Malabar coast, after convert-
ing its king, Basdeo,-(written in the Acts of St,
Thomas above cited, Mespeus), and his.son
Zuzan,* he instituted that order of Christians
who so long boasted his name. These, though,
in succeeding ages, deeply infected with dangerous
errors, principally of the Nestorian sect, have
flourished, in a continued series, from the time
of their great founder, and boast still to retain the
records of their institution, and an original grant
of land to their patron, St. Thomas, from the
reigning king of India, sufficient for the erection of a
church, engraved on tablets of brass. These tablets,
for some centuries, were lost; but, during the
vice-royalty of Don Alfonsa Sousa, one of the early
- governors of the Portuguese India, were dug up.
.The apostle of the Indies having established this
Christian colony at Cranganor, and, if his biogra+
phers may be credited, having visited, and sown

® Acts of St.Thomas, apud Fabricium. Vol. i, p. 713.
idem edit. ' ‘ ‘
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the seeds of the Gaspel in, the great island of Ta-
probane, sailed eastward even to China itself, and
. laid the foundatiqn in that empire of its triumph in,
future ages; a triumph, which would appear incre-
dible, if not attested by such authentic writers as
the Arabian Travellers in .the ninth, and Marcg
Paulo in the thirteenth, century.* From China, ousx
apestle returned to India, and settled at Meliapoor,
upon the opposite. shore of the peninsula, qunder the
protection of a certain king, on the coast: of Coro- .
mandgl, named Sagame, who had been -conyerted
by his miracles, The Brahmins, however, growing
jealous of him, and dreading his superior influence
over the mind of that prince, resolved to put him to
death; and, pursuing him out of the city to a tomb,
at which he used ocgasionally to retire and perform
bis devotions, transfized bim wnh lances while fer~
vently engaged in prayer. ’

From this fatal event, Mehapoor Js said to Bave
taken the appellanve of the murdered saint, havmg
been since generally knqwn by the pame’ of - San
Thome; and a considerable’ eminence near the
«city, whither~bhe was pursued by. the. vindictive
Brahmins, and where his tomb and amaghificent
church-were afterwards erected by the Christians of
bis ordcr, is callcd ‘the Moum,pf -St. Thomas,

. See a Dlssertanon, by M Renaudot, on lhe Ongm of
the Christian’ Religion in China, added to his Ancient Ac-
bou,nu of Iadia and China, by two Mohammedan Travellers,
in the Ninth Century, p. 76.
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Their brethren of the Malabar coast were anciently .
accustomed to undertake toilsome and dangerous -
pilgrimages to this spot, though at the distance of

400 leagues, across the peninsula, to worship the
sacred relics (his bones, a miraculous cross stained

. withr his blood, and the lance that occasioned his

death), which are asserted by the missionaries to
have been found on this mountain, and deposited in
the chapel of" this ‘the then metropolitan church of
India; ‘Meliapsor is recorded to have been, in

. former times, the capital of the kingdom of Coro-

mandel; and the great emporium of commerce on
this coast. Whether this be'true or not, it is cer-
tain that its name of San Thome is of very ancient
date, having been known by this denomination
when the two Mohammedan travellers visited India
nearly ten centuries ago. : -

I shall conclude this account of the travels of
St. Thomas, with the statement of the respectable
M. Renaudot, who observes, * Although this tra-
dition” (of St. Thomas’s preaching and death at
Meliapoor) *is not altogether certain, it never-
theless carries some air of authority with it; inas-
much as the name of San TroME, which is
imposed on the city of Meliapoor, has, for many
ages past, been known not only among Europeans,
but also among the Arabs, both Christian and
Mohammedan; for, our twoé authors speak of

' ‘Betuma, or Batuma, as of a. place. known upon
~ the Indian shores ; and this word sxgnxﬁes the same
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with Beit-Thomas, the bouse or church of St. Tho~
mas, just as the Arabs and Syrians write and pros
nounce Bazbadi for Beitzabdi, Bagarmi for Beit-
garme, and the like.”* Such are the accounts, partly
traditional, and partly historical, that have been
handed down to us from ancient writers concerning
the preaching, travels, and death of the first grea?
Apostle of the Indiss ; accounts, to which every one
will give that proportion of credit which he may
think due to the reporters ; who are, some of the
fathers, the ancient martyrologists, and the Portu-
guese historians, Osorius, Maffzus, and the author
of the Portuguese Asia.

THE VAST TRAFFIC AT THAT TIME CARRIED
ON WITH INDIA BY MERCHANTS, BY SEA,
FROM ALEXANDRIA, THE COASTSOF ARABIA,
SYRIA, AND MAGNA GRZCIA, AND, BY LAND,
FROM ALL THE GREAT CAPITALS IN THE
INTERIOR OF ASIA, APFORDED EXTENSIVE

OPPORTUNITY OF JIMPORTING INTO THAT

COUNTRY AN RARLY KNOWLEDGE OF CHRIS-
TIANITY.

TaErE is no occasion, however, to rest the argu-
“ment in favour of the conversion of a large portion
of the Indian nation, in the earliest periods of
Christianity, solcly on the mission of St. Thomas.
The apostles and their disciples were zealously and

® Seo Ancient Accounts of India and China, p. 80. -
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successfully émployed in propagating its sublime
and pure doctrines in every quarter.of Asia. The
capitals of  Persia, Arabia, and Syria, with which
countries India at that time kept up a vigorous
commerce, were crowded with ‘its votaries; and the
Indian' merchants, as well .as'the Yocxrrs, who
were then in the practice of undertaking long pilgri-
mages to the remqtest parts -of Asia, in order to
explore the sacred fountains and flaming springs of
naphtha_dispersed through the Higher Asia, ‘and
the objects of veneration to their ancestprs, could
not fail, in their conversations and intercourse with
foreigners, of becoming acquainted with the princis -
ples of a religion which, in many respects, was so
similar to their own, or of bringing back with them
she various- Gospels, genvine and apocryphal, dif-
fused in such numbers through Asia.

At.that tiroe, also, a constant correspondence,
 maintained, for above three hundred years fromthe -
time of Alexander, with the Greeks, who had settled
in multitudes, under the S¢leucidz, in Persia, and
the Greek princes of Bactria, muyst have prevented
the Indians from being entire strangers to the Greek
language, in which, for the most part, those Gospels
‘were written : or, if they were wholly so, there re-
mained the Syriac, and, in particular, the Persian,
(the ancient Persian, spoken about that timé, of
which we have before been told, by the greatest
linguist that ever lived, ‘that six or seven words in
ten were pure Sanscrect,) as the certain media of
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informing the Indians concérning the history'-of
the birth, actions, and death, of our- Saviour.. There:
cannot be a more direct proof how generally and:
how early the religion of Christ: was diffuséd.
throughout Persia, than that, upon its ruins, arose,:
towards the end -of the third century, the impious'
and widely-extended heresy ‘of Manes, which - was:
compounded of the ancient Zoroastrian or Magian -
superstition, and certain .perveited doctrines of
Christianity ; for, that impostor had the' policy ‘to,
propagaté the notion of ‘an immediate: relation of
the Character of Christ to the mediatorial Mithras
of the ancient Persians, declaring him -to be the
presiding genius over the visible world, end his
throne to have been, from eternal ages, in the suny
from which orb, his luminous shrine, he descended'
in person; to instruct -and reform mankind, and to
which, at the termination ‘of his mission from the
Good Principlé, he returned ; blasphemously giving
out, at 'the same time, that he himself was the'pro
mised Paraclete. The Evangelium Infantiz has
-been assigned to the fertile invention of this herex
siarch; but, however vitiated his' doctrines by “its
contents, that circumstance ‘is impo'ssible, since
Manes did fot appear on- the theatre of Asia till
the year 277, and Irenzus, as we have before- obs
served, had already anathematized :that production
in the middle of the second century, with all the
train of Gnostic errors-which the Manichzans, in
the third century, so zcalously adopted, .
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- Alexandria, too, it should be remembered, at
that time the grand emporium of all the commerce
carried on between the eastern and western world ;
Alexandria, partly reclaimed from paganism by the
Iabours of St. Mark, recorded, by the church, to
have suffered martyrdom there ; was, on account
of its celebrated library and noble college, instituted
by the munificence of the Ptolemys, crowded with
learned men. from every quarter of the civilized
globe ; and Egypt, or the exterior Cusba-Dweepa,
being not beyond the limits forbidden by their su-.
preme legislator to be passed, was then probably.
much more the resort of Hindoos than in later
periods, when there existed no government suffi-
ciently liberal to folerate, and, at the same time,suf-
ficiently powerful to protect, foreigners of different
religious habits from those of the country. These,
hearing of a miraculous Child, the Saviour of the
World, who, in his infancy, had run the same risk
of destruction with théir favourite divinityCrisuna;
—to the truth of which then recent fact, Egypt
itself, and the great city of Hermopolis, where the
idols fell down, as Dagon of old befbrg the ark, at
his august presence, ‘could bear ample testimony—
these, comparing their doctrines and characters, and
at the same time calmly reflecting, on the firmness of
the dying martyr, St. MARK, who, before their eyes,
sealed, with his blood, the truth of the doctrines
~ which he had taught the Alexandrians ; these Indian
merchants, I say, must have received, and. doubt=
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less retained, when returned to ‘their own country,-
the most lively impressions of the new religion.
Various others, among the disciples of the
apostles, ardent to propagate the faith of Jesus, by
" means of the Roman- fleets, which then annually
visited India by the route’ of Alexandria and the
Arabian Gulph; might ‘also be instrumental - in
planting that faith upon its shores; -and that the
Indians were not ignorant of what passed at Rome;
and the western parts of their empire, is evident,
from the two embassies dispatched, the one shortly
after the other, by Porus to Augustus, in ‘the nine:
teenth ‘year before Christ, in order ‘to :solicit his
friendship and an alliance with the Roman empire}
What was most remarkable’ in the latter of- thesé
embassies, next to the extraordinary’ presents (ins
tended, it should seeni, rather- to- terrify’ than 16 -
conciliate -the emperor) and ‘the veteran herald
Zarmanochagas, was the ‘epistle, written, upon
vellum, in the Greek language, and- asserting his
dominion over six hundred feudal princes ‘of
India ;* which strongly confirms our former con-
jecture, that the Indians were not wholly -unac-
quainted with the dialect of Greece. Pliny has also
recorded a third embassy, sent, about the middle of
the first century, to the Emperor Claudius, from
the king of Taprobane, then the mart of a most
flourishing trade, carried on with Alexandria on the

® Strabo, lib. xv. p. 789+
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one hand, and the two coasts of the Indian penin-
sula on the other.*

Thus, my Lords, baving extensively exp]ored
the numerous and.varied channels of conveyance
by which both the genuine and the Apocrypbal
Gospels might, in the very earliest periods of
Christianity, have reached the Indian shores, I shall
proceed in my next letter to the more important
point of demonstrating, from internal testimony,

. ample, evident, and irresistible, contained in books
deemed sacred by the brabmins, that they had not
only seen those Gospels, but shamelessly borrowed
the most striking and interesting facts recorded in
them, for the purpose of illustrating their own fan-
ciful mythology and fabulous deities. In my in-
yestigation I shall advance cautiously, but firmly ;
and shall open such a scene of unprincipled spolia-

. tion and plagiarism, as, I am confident, was never.

before exhibited in the history of any counuy or

‘people existing, ‘

‘ ' With profound respect,

I have the bonour to be,
My Lords,

&e. &e. &c.

-

THOMAS MAURICE.

" ® Plinii, Nat, Hist. lib. vi. cap. 22.
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LETTER VI.'

‘MY Lbiuu,

Howzver ancient, in. India, the: OR1GINAL LE-
G¢END concerning ' Crishna, in whatever remote
periods was conceived the o uTRINE of his story—s
1 must again beg leave to repeat, on the authority of
Mr. ._m]_cy,.pn the antiquity of the astronomy and
other sciences of the Hindoos in the sixth volume of
Asiatic Researches, and even of M. Wilford him-
-self, in the tenth volume,.that the Bhagavat is 2 com=
position comparatively modern* -The Evangelium
Infantiz, with which, in many parts, it so intimately
coincides, is generally thought 1o have been the pro-
duction «ither of Manes bimself, or some disciple of
that heresiarch who flourished towards the close of
the third century.. I am happy, however, in baving
met with incontrovertible evidence, that this famous
.gospel was in public circulation about the mxddle of
the second century, for it is expressly alluded to by
Irenzus, in bis book Adv. Hares. 1ib. 5. cap. 17,
who flourished at that penod, ‘having been born [in
A, D. 120, so that it might have reached Indla, and
the Bhagavat have been compme&, with those inter~
polations in the ongmal legend, in ethc very first’

¢ Asiatic Rescarches, wol, vi. pa574, and Xo pe43; :  The
passages shall be given at length hereafter,
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century of the Christian zra. I consider this dis-
covery of scarcely less importance, on account of
the latitude which it affords us in point of time, than
the information that the Bhagavat itself is of a date
posterior to the Christian @ra. The entire passage
from Irenzus will, hereafter, be submitted to your
Lordships, when I'come more particularly to con-
sider the spurious gospels, and the falsehoods
contained in them. Our more immediate business
is with the

IMITATIONS OF THE GENUINE GOSPELSy TO BE
R MET WITH IN THE BHAGAVAT.

 PreviousLy, however, to our advancing a step
farther in this investigation, it is necessary to repeat
an observation made in another place, that between
the names of Crishna and Christ, there never existed
the least affinity, except in sound : CrisHNA beinga
Sanscreet word literally signifying black, or dark
blue, an appellative given, on account of his colour,
to the incarnate deity of India; and Curistos, I
- scarcely need add, being a Greek word, meaning
anointed, in allusion to the kingly office of the He-
brew Messiah. Thus the Nile, in consequence of
the dark appearance of its waters, is in Sanscrit
‘books frequently dénominated the Crisana; and
2this suggestion of M. Voloey is hence proved, like
_many others, to be utterly unfounded. “To return
to the Bhagavat. '

~ In this celebrated purana there are many passages
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.80 entirely congenial in sentiment with those which
particularly’ distinguish the sublime Christian code
.of theology from all others, that either the Evange«

- lists.must have seen and copied the purana; (a sup-
_position equally absurd and impious!) or. the brah-
‘mins' must have read, or heard read; and. copied
-the praductions of the inspired penmen. I shall
‘bere present your Lordships with a few of these
-paralle] passages, or. at least of doctrines and sen~
;timents strikingly resembling each other.

The beginning is-so unilormly consonant, except
.in one cireumstance, with .the relation of the birth
.and early ;ncndenls in the.life pf Chrxsq as detailed
.in St. Matthew’s Qospel -that it is scarcely neces- .

;§ary to point out particular. instances, The whole -
:Indian relation, in-fact, appears to be.a gross plagi-
arism from the Christian,, bt concealed under an
“allegorical garb The circumstance omitted, is that
- Ciishna, though an avaTan, gnd,.consequentlx of

,heavehly-descent, is not said to have been borg o
a virgin, but of human parents, in_the natural way.
omlsslon, since Bubnua, the avatar next. | in UG~
cession, was born in this supernatural ‘manner.

. Instead, therefore,; of selecting particular passages,

- I shall here, principally for the benefit of those who
may pot be possessed of the published copy of the
Museum ‘manuscript, -insert an abridgment of the
initial sections,in which, with due allowance for the,

G
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usual embellishinents’ of an Indian lnstory, the re-
semblance will be clearly traced.
- Mathufa, seated on the river Jumna, was once
the ‘capital of a great empire, and had, for its sove-
‘reign, a prince named Cansa, a merciless tyrant,
‘the son of Ogur Sein, whom he had deposed, and
on whose usurped throne he reigned. Cansa, young
himself, had ‘a sister much younger, “who, when -
arrived ata proper age, he bestowed in marriage
on a Brabmin of royal descent, and eminent for his
piety, whose residence was at Gokul, a city sitdated -
three cose hlgber on the other side of the Jumna,
On their return’ from celebrating the ‘nuptials, he
“heard a voice, saying, « Cansa, beware ! the eighth
son of Devaci will be your destroyer.” Cansa was
exceedingly alarmed at this intelligence : he let fall
the reins on the neck of the horses, and, seizing
‘Devaci by the hair of her head with one hands
dréw his sword with the other with intent to cut it
off, when Vasudeva represented to him ‘that a
‘woman was not liable to- be killed for any crime,
particularly as she was his own sister.  After much
-expostulation, Vasudeva promised, ‘and solemnly
-engaged, to give up to Cansa all the cbildren whom.’
Devaci should. bring forth; which he might have
liberty to destroy for his own security. Cansa at
length _consented that she should live, and went
directly to his palace, giving-orders to keep Vasu-
deva and Devaci in smct corgﬁnemmt. '
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'Devaci, in the course of as many years, had elgb:
children, seven sons and one daughtér. As soon as
~ the first was born, Vasudeva “himself carried it'to
Cansa; who, satisfied with the offer, and reflecting
-that it would be equally nseless and unjust to des-
troy the first male for the sake of the "eighith,re-
“turned it to Vasudeva, who joyfully bore it away,
though not without' suspicion that the tyrant would
alter his mind. At the same time the prophet Nared
came to Cansa, and thus addressed him ¥ = why do
you slumber over your own destruction ? the child
now dismissed perhaps may be your - destroyer.”
Nared then went away; and Cansa, redemanding
the child, instantly put it to death, in- spite of the
" retnonstrances ‘of Ogur Sein, his' mother, and the
surrounding nobles. He even'threw.his own father
into. prison for opposing him, and doubled his vigi-
lance -over Vasudeva and Devaci; ordering them
~both into still closer confinement in-the inmost
apartment of a prison, only accessible tbrougb sevgn
iron doors. 1In process of time Cansa, in the same
manner, destroyed six of Devaci’s children.
The seventh, (Hrishna’s elder brother,and part-
" ner of his glory in this avatar, RAMA, escaped death
.by a method revealed to his parents from heaven.
After some time, Devaci again grew pregnant, -
and, by the blessing of heaven on- this pregnancy,
her beauty suddenly shone forth with such trans-
cendant splendour, that Vasudeva, her husband’s
countenance itself became bright, and the very wall .
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vof: hes chamber was. illuminased., Shordy after,
-Brabma and Mabadeva, with g chorus of otber D¢--
-gafas, cams thither, and celebrating with songs the
praises, of Vasudgva and Devaci, exclaimed, * In the
delivery of #bis favoured waman, all nature shail
bave cause bo £xulty bow ardepily do we long to be-
bold thas fage, for the sake of which we bave coarsed
‘gound the: three. worlds.” Cansa, an these auspicious
isigns of the. pregnancy. of. Devaci, the. repost, of
'which, spread.; ipstantly.. throngh. the. palace, and,
‘bearing at the.same time shat the faces of the fatber
‘and mother were suddenly become so transcendantly
bright, imagined, for. & certainty, that this was, the
.child that shayld .slay. him,-and. consulted with his
-wisest. counsellors, whetber be: should not ax once
-destroy. Devaci; ;. but, again, reflecting that it was.on
-all accounts, horrible 1o, kill a pregnant, woman, he
-contented himself vith the fixed determination: to
.devote the child to death the instans iushould. be born.
'Tha tyrant of - Mathura, however, was continually -
‘hannted with the idea. »‘o!.‘ the. cigbtb sony* his fated

d Baldaeus, from, other sourcos s of mtel]xgence on the Mala-
“bar-coast where be resided, imakes Crishna the seventh son
of this marriages hut; as Feizi, the brother of Akber’s secre-
tarp, tranclatéd the Bhagayat into Persian. immediately from
the Sgnscreet, which he. learnt; liy. being educated; under a
‘Beahmin ;; the, abqve, acqaunt, of the eighth son bemg the
destroycj of Cansa, is.more likely | to be the true one, * Upqn
this ¢ occasron, says Baldaeas, “I cannot but ohserve, tbat llus,
“as well as the ensuing part of the story of Kisna, (Cnshna,)
seems.fo have a near relation to the history of the birth of cur
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destrojer 3 an the avl:nger of his cnmes abpeared
ever in his view. o SRS TR
. At lerigth; ih the inonth Bhadrbm at'deep inld’
night, on the eighth bf that moTun a Wedriesday,
at a time when tbe world wat distracted with tdmul}
and contention, in the housé of Vasudeva, appeaied
the mirachlous child, the ‘celéstial’ phenomenon;
conispicudus with eight armé; - Thé marment Vasis
deva siw the'infant; his éyex were opened, hie knew'
it to be the Almighty, and Devact and himself ims
mediately began their devout addréssels - Afiet solde-
time thus emiployed; the Creator of the world agliti
“clbsed the eyes of Vasadeva’s and. Devaci’s under«
standing; and ihey again thoughl that a child way. .
born onta theth:. A divine voicé now ditected Vi’
sudeva ta carry the néw borir infant: to Gokul)’
where Yasobua, thé wifé of Nanda the berdstan;
had just béeém delivered of a daughiter, and to' sub.r
stitute (fie dne child for the olhers .
Vasudeva inniiediately felé his chalng m‘i:‘di:lﬂodﬂy
loosened, and, taking up the child 1A His ards; huvs:
ried with it through alb the doots, (he guirds being’
buried in profoand sletp. - Whett he éaimé. to' the
Jomna, the waters immediately rode 6 1o kiss thel
child’s feed, and lhenirespéctfu”y tetired o el
" side 1o maké way for its trahsportation, - Vasudevd
with the atiost speed procéeded i i exe€ditorf
of his comihision; and reach ng the hous of Nandi,
punctually fulfilled all that he was engoined. Yayadha;

: Sauour, his ﬂxgbf fnto Egypt the murdaer of I.Be innocent
chndren by Herod, Christ’s miracles and ascenslon, &e”
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in fact, knew not that'she had been delivered of a"
daughter; for, the interposing deity had brought
forgetfulness-on her, and, when, Vasudeva was
gone, she took the child he had left for her son.. On -
Vasudeva’s return to. the banks of the Jumna the .
waters miraculously divided as before, he once more
passed dry-shod to the opposite share, and, the mo-
ment " he reached the chamber ‘of bis prison, the
chaing again came upon his feet and hands, the
locks became all closed, the guards awakened, and -
all heard the child cry ; on which, they hastened to
give notice to: Cansa, who immediately ran, un-
dressed as he was, to the prison, where Devaci, with
both hands, trembling, presented to him her infant.
Cansa received it with a frowning and terrific coun-
_tenance, and-was going to dash it against the stones,
when the child suddenly darted from his hands, and
.mounted -up into.the air, bedecked. with all the
splendid ornaments and numerous armsof a Devata,
exclavmmg in a loud voice, as in a flash of lightning
she departed, ¢ O Cansa, the punishment you merit -
in. attempting my destruction awaits yourself; be
assured that your destroyer also s alréady born.”
Cansa was; appalled, and trembled exceedingly at
~ beholding this miracle. - After a variety of bitter and
. painful reflections on the instability of human af-
. fairs,he determined to release Vasudeva and Devaci,
from. confinement, and thus terminated the events
of that wonderful night [, :
_ The next: mommg at sun-nse Cansa summoned
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a council to know what was to be done. in-this mo=
‘ment of dreadful emergency.’ It was resolved,that.
-since he was now certain by the Devata’s threat that,
his destroyer was already born, he should cause alk
tbe young cbhildren throughout bis kingdom iq° ba’
slain. 1t was also resolved, that soldiers should be:
employed in the strictest search afier the concealed
enemy, and that. very. day the cruel  orders were
“issued, . e
In this place, I scarcely need brmg to the reader s
recollectipn, the. guilt and . parsecuting fary of tbe
tyrant Herod; the Jlight ‘into -Egypt, toavoid- the .
effects of that fury, the murder of the ;nnocentsrth
btavenly chorus that :sang HALLELUJAR, the as=
tonisbed shepberds, &c. &c. In succeeding pages;
when examioning the imitations. of the spurious -
gospels, we shall- also-find many other resembling
circumstances enumerated, which.are here omitted,
We now proceed to notice other passages strikingly
similar either.in fact, or in sentiment, betwem Qhe
Bbagavat and the evangelists,

I am still firmly of opinion, and that, opmlon ;s :
corroborated by the whole train of previous narra-~
tion and argument, that the great battle recorded in
the Bhagavat, between Crishna and the .serpent
Calyja, or Calli-Naga, from (catyr. black, and
NAGayof kin to NAchAsH serpent, a proof how
the Indians interpreted. that disputed word), has a
direct allusion to that more ;mportam predxcted CON=
test between the Promised Seed, and the dire aaver~
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sary of the buman race. It is considered in India,
as by inuch the mbst momentous of all Crishna's
carthly exploits, and.-all the circumstances previous
~and subsequent to it, prove the superior magnitude’
of its interest among thew. The monster's infectious
breath had poisoned the whole current ofthe Jumaa ;
all who drank of its ‘waters, herds-and ‘herdsmen,
instandy. felt down dead, and the sublimest effort of
a deity was exerted, before the contest began, that
of restoring tbe dead to lifs—a God is here properly
itroduced, because :dignus vindice nodus, and the _
description throughout' abounds ‘with expressions
that mark the conquerar, as invested with all.the
atuibutes oE a. deity. . Let lbe reader Judoe for
h‘mse“' S . o
4 A mﬁmte variety ot' these advenmres caused
the name of Crishpa to be venerated by the gaod,
andterrible 10 the wicked. Monsters in nature, and’
monsters- out- of nature were perpetually conjured
ap to at(ack the pIvINE INPANT, who, with ease,
discomfited them all, and- gained new glory from
every fresh combat. At length the great envenomed
serpent Carci. Naca determined tatry his strengih
with him, and, with his enormous bulk, took pos-
dession-of the r-iVer"jumna,- in whose ‘bed he lay
_toncealed, and ‘whose stream e poisened. The in~
stant that the caul tasted the watey, they felk dows
dead an the banks; and - the. cow-boys going in the
evening to bathe in the river, as soon as they were
immersed and their lips touched the fleod, they also
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expired.. Crishna, being informed ‘of this dreadful’
calamity, immediately hastened’ down- to the fived
‘sidey and, by bis omniscient po'wci' soon discovered
- the cause, As his former companians lay- deadién:
multitudes around him, he was lled Wwith contpass
sion at their untimely fate; and, eaktmg upon- themp
an eye of divine mercy, they xmmednauely arose, and.
with looks of "astonishment, lnqulred what disaster?
had befallen thcm, ‘and what ‘enchhritment ‘bad dew
prwed them of their senses and récollection?™® . <. -
“The combat was long and sanguinary, For twe’are: .
told that % the serpent vomited ‘steeams of fire Troi
_bis mouth and nostrils, afmed at-oncé & thousand
bites, with bis tbousand beads, and- twisted: - bis
enormous Jolds Yound Crishua’s whole body.” On
seeing this, the resuscitated cow-boy# fell prostrate!,
in despair.- Balhadur, however, consoled them, by
assuting them that Crishda would overcome this,
the greatest of all dangers with the same ease as he
had ayvercome others. Crishna, at length, to Tex
lieve their anxiety, 2ooh bold qf the ferpmi’ s beads.
ong affer anotber ; gnd, tearing zbem from bis bod_y, )
SET jI§ 50OT oN THEM, and . began to. Jance in
tnumpb og each of them.t
With respect to the engraved ﬁgures alluswe tq
thls great event, copled from Sopnerat, a highly re~
spectablg writer, in the last volume of the Anclent ‘

‘e See the Hlslory of Crxg'hna, translated from ihe Bbagaval,
in Ancient lndm, vol. L, p 535 vl sk
'v<1' P.337. N Lo . [N RS
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India, one of which represents Crishna dancing on
the. crushed bead of the serpent, and the other the
same personage entangled in its enormous folds, to
mark the arduousness of the contest, while the en-.
raged reptile. is seen biting bis foot.—With respect.
to those figures, [. say, they may be. correct repre-
sentations or- not ; but 'the great fact remains re-
corded in indelible characters, both in the histories,
and emblematical designs of India. Sonnerat, how-
ever, it is more than ‘probable, would not have in-
sulted the Courf -of France, at whose expense he
travelled in India, to make accurate observations
and; collect genuine illustrations of the theology,
natural history, and commeice of the inhabitants, by
exhibiting in his costly volumes engravings of ob-
jects of doubtful authonty

C‘R!SE‘INA‘R‘E.S]TORES'THB TWO SONS OF HIS
TUTOR TO LIFE.

Cr1isuna, baving learned ‘the whole circle of the'
sciences, in one day and night, of his wtor Sen-
deepen, bids him demand what he wished for most,
as his tutor’s fee. -Sendeepen begged leave to con-
sult his wife before he determined on his request.
The wife entreated, that, if it were possible to raise
Ber two sons #o life, that might be the boon bestowed.
Sendeepen accordmgly ‘requested of Crishna to
festore his two dead sons. Crishna said it should
"be done ; and then, with Ram, descending to the
abode of Dherme Rajah, the Indian Pluto, he there
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sounded the sacred: shell, - Dherme Rajah inime«
diately appeared and, makmg ‘most_profound sub-!
missions, entreated to know his commands. Crishna:
demanded the two sons of his' tutor Sendeepen;
.and by this authoritative mandate; these : two;
young men became alive again, and Dherme Ra_]ah;
_presented lhem to Cnshna, who, with Ram, imme-,
diately took them to the delighted Sendeepen. :., At;

a fature penod of his life Crishna also raises the
siz sons of Devaci to life ; .but the examples of his
supernatural power in this way are too numerous to
be inserted.” :

HE I8 SWALLOWED BY A'VAST FISH,

AT page 331, Crishna, like Jonas, the prototype of.
our Saviour, is swallowed by a huge fish, a- Ditya' .
in disguise, but is vomited up again. .Here is the,
story, new modelled, and decked out with Indian
embellxshment&

“ One day Pek Assoor, sent by Cansa to destroy
him, came to Mathura, and, sitting on the bank: of
the Jumna, waited for Crishna’s commg, ta swallow'
him up like a fish. The herdsmen coming thither,

" found this Assoor, like a huge alltgator, lying on the
river'’s slde, and told Crishna ; who, on seeing ity
knewitto be Pek Assoor, and aota ﬁsh Immedin
ately on his coming near, the - alhgator scized him:
with his jaws, and swallowed him, rejoicing that now;
he bad accomplished the ardent desire of his savex,
reign. -But Crishna began to burn the entrails of
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the ﬁnny monster, 86 that he 'had hd Powet tb retatn
his 'prey, but tbrew ip ‘Crisbna’ agazn fram bis
mouth,?

. ‘Anothet day, a3 Yasodha was fondlifig arid kxssmg’
hef infant; hé opéried his ‘mouth, and she saw
thefein ‘thé heavens andthe earth, lhe sun and"
mbon, sea’ and larid, the- mountains and valleys of
the whalé world: 'I'ln§ wonderful story, hinted at
before, oécurs twice m the life of Cnshna

CRISHNA ELEVATES A, MounrAnu Co

Art*page 343 occurs the stupéndous miracle so
pointedly alluded- to, above, by -Sie. W. Jones.
Eendra, the Hindoo God of the firmament, having
grown jealous of Crisbnq‘s power, then an infant
only seven years old, and doabtfull also of his
divinity, summoring before him thé guardian spirie
. of rain, ordered hiar to let loose the floods * that
were reserved for the day of judgment, and to send
such & storm for deven days and night¢ succéssively,
that-all the men and beasts of ¢he place should be
drowned ; but to take caré ¢that it did not rain in
any other part. ‘Accotdingly on the same instant
began a most violent storm of rain, falfing in vast
torrents, with hail like large stones, and most ter-,
rific thunder; The herdsmen, in agony, called on
Crishna, who desited them all to get on the moun-
tain Govexdhana, and také refuge in @ cave there,
with- ther ‘eaitle and effects: which they did.
Crishna. iben lifted up} #he .mountain on bis little’
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Jinger, with os much easa s if, # bagd been a logs,

and beld it above the. stoxm ;.59 that the inhahitants
-were perfestly secure, - Eendra,) finding; bis: anger
took no effect, at. lebgth discovered, to his infinite
shame , and. wontificationy, thay -Crishua; wes. the
Almighly, and that be had been; uuerly, deceived in
‘supposing bim 2 buman cveature, . So he cansed
the storm. to cease;: nog without violent; appreben~
sions on bis.owe accoupt.; - Crishna, wheb.the rain
was over, rastoxed Lhe moustain fa, its. pla¢a”

The whole of this . romantic story is probably
founded on that passage im: Mark, ii. ver. 23, con-
cerning the possxblhty qf remomng mountams by
tbe powar of. faztb o

CR!SHN’A s OMNIPKESENCB

A-r page 355, we find the follomng b&amxful aﬂe~
gory and remark, illustratine: of: the omnipresence
" of that deity, o whorai Crisbnal'was: the. imagined
representative..  Aksoos, bathing in- the: jumn&,_ 10
his. surprise: beheld. Crishnd: unden the; water 2. in‘a
moment after, lifting up his.head, he found; hins still
on the bank where he had: Tefs. hian ° Again e
plunged, and: agaia: he:beheld the very same august
person.bothi.ini the: watex and on: the- bank,. Astor.
nishment 'seized: hiny,.and .a . kind ,of. holy. herror
thrilled through bis veing : he plunged several times
more, but:always the:same objects. presented. themy
selves 20 bis ‘sighty.till -at:lash he-knew not .which
was.the real Crishnay that withaur,an that wishin.the



[ 94]
water: - At length, looking ‘more stedfastly at the
latter, he beheld innumerable Devatas standing with
. their hands joined before that form in the water, in
praise and adoration. ¢ Oh! supteme Lord!” he
‘then exclaimed, * thy essence is inscrutable, but its
_shadow is in all bodies, just like the images of the
sun-in vases of -water: if the vases: be broken,
where is the image ? and yet that image neither is
increased nor diminished by the fracture of the ves-
sels. "In thts'manner thou art all in all.?” .

. . . HIS OMNISCIENCE. ® .

His omniscienceis also as strongly inculcated in the
next page; for Crishna asking him why he had so
ofien looked towards him and then plunged again
under the water, and why he seemed so amazed?
% O Natha! sovereign. Lord,” he replied, “.thou
well knowest what I have seen inthe water.. Thy
power fascinates all the world, and exhibits fictitious
appearances every where, which mislead and blind
the.understanding, Ask me not the wonders I have
beholden, but pity me, and take me, miserable as
J am, under thine Almigbty protection.” .

. On an occasion that seemed to imply ignorance,
or forgetfulness, of passing events in the incarnate
deity of India, it is observed in the' Bhagavat:
¢ 'This mistake; indeed, .is: not reconcilable with
Crishna’s oMN1scIENCE, but it is @ ‘mark of bis
taking ‘on bimself the exact state of buman life, .
that: such forgetfulness sbould occupy.bis mind.”
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CRISHNA RESTORES TWO CRIPPLES,TO SANITY,
" AND nsAu'nr. - ’

‘At page 359 Cnshna restores to her strengtb,
and"‘endows with exqmsne beauty, a poor de-
~ formed but pious cripple called Koobe_]a, bending
beneath infirmity and age, who, ‘in retarn, makes :
offerings to him of sandal and flowers, and on his”
return from the destruction of Cih'sa, magni-
‘ficently entertains him.  Let this account be com- -
parcd with that of. tbe woman -wbo bad a spirit qf
infirmity eigbteen years, and was ‘bowed togetber,
and could ‘not lift up berself. Luke xxiii. v. 114,
and the imitation will be too obvious to admit of the .
smallest doubt. :
We read in Mark xiv: v. 3. that a§ _')’l:u.w sat at-
meat, there came @ woman, baving an.alabaster -,
box of spikenard very precious, and she brake the :
boz, and poured it on bis bead.. "Thigact has, also; .
its parallel, if it be not a variety of the preceding .
miracle, in thé. Indian’ legend, as given by Bal-,
d=zus; apud Harris, for there are different, lives of
Crishna in different parts of India; but they are all -
Jorgeries from the genuine or spurious gospels.”
“ Crishna having advanced a litde farther, they met.
a poor cripple, or Tame woman, havmg a vessel
filled with spices, sweet-scented oils, sandal-wood
saffron, civet, and other perfumcs Crishna mak_mg :
a:halt, she made a certain. sign with her finger,. ‘
steeped in the aromatic: oil, upon his forehead pour-
ing the rest upon his head, Crishna askmo her what



[o6]"

it was she would request of him, the woman replied,
Nothing but the usé of my limbs/ Crisim, then,
setting his foot upotr hiers, and faking her by the
hand, raised her from the ground,?nd not only re-
stored her hmbs, but also’ renewed her age, so that,,,
instead of a wnnklcd faded skm, she obtained a
fresh and fair one m an instant. At Ber request, .
Crishna and his company lodged the followmg night
at her house.”*. . '

c,lusuuA s uznxn ESS, AND WASHING 'nu ru-r‘
or ‘RIS nxscxru-:s. '

Arpe 4;8, at the approach’ of the ven‘erable bl’aha“»
min’ N'ar g »j Crishna, beholding him at a distancey; -
¢ immediately rising from his musnud, went to'-
meet hirdy. kaidt bis bead at Nared) feet; and wel-

comed bim.” Nared was ashamed of so’ great aw

_honour; and made an: apologizing speech. . Crishna
then wasbed Nared's feet, and poured that ‘water on'*
bis own bead 3 afier which her seated Nared in the'
place of honeur, paid. bin¥ homiage, and made" the*:
- mistress of the bouse do the sam&x  Nared, iv &
transport: of wonder' and’ delight;. exclaimed, « O}
Natha! no one can fathom' thy merey and benes: .
volence ! thy Avataris for the purpose of protect-"
ing the good: and ‘punishing .the wicked. If it be-
thy august will to perforat services- 10 Nared, it is-
as a- father and mother perform' services for their -
children, out of their' own voluntary affectios and

* Baldzus apud H'arris,_vol. i. p- 95.
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good-will. * Men; who are submerged in the abyss
of their ‘passions, have no possibility of escaping
from ‘their control, except by thy mercy, in bemg"
born again in this transient world.”

- Again, at  p. 454, Akroor, - on approaching
Crishna is said to have felt a * paroxysm of agitation,
and, at last, falling at his feet, with tears in his eyes,
announced his name. Both Crishna and Ram,
knowing that he was of the elder branch of the
Yadava family, would not suffer his prostrations,
but lifted him up, and gave him a most cordial re-
ception, and led bim into the house; there they
wasbed bis feet, and then set victuals before him.”

CRISENA LIBERATES THE OPPRESSED RAJAHS;
TORGIVES $INS; HIS NAME THE PARDONER.

AT page 432,a number of jmf)risongd and oppres-
sed rajahs send the following address to.Crishna:
*“ Q Thou, who givest kings their thrones, I come,
an ambassador. from those wretched state- -prisoners ;
-who, havmg heard of thy. _glory hoth, on_sea and
land, have sent me 1o t.hy august  presenge go. sue
for protection. . Therefore, O thou destroyer of the
unjustt forget not us. miserable captives, | but, free
us from the chains o(" tbe tyrapt. . Manis. stncken
by outward circumstances, and,, mlstakmg evil for
good, becomes forgetful of THeE 3 but he who
knows and remembers TuEE I8 free from all error.
We, too, ignorant and short-sighted mortals, knew

H
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not thy truth, but thought Jarasandha, the chief, and )
head of the kingdoms of the earth; but now we
are better acquainted with thy mighty .and miracu-
lous acts, and ‘ihat thou wert born in the world to
protect the good and. punish the wicked. .Our
faults and crimes doubtless are many, but look- not
on them while we are under "misfortune, consider
thy own name, wbhich is ¥ PARDONEK !’.! -
Crishna, who .came ‘on’ purpose. to: relieve the,
oppressed, readily granted their request ; and the
‘description of his enttance irito. the: Indian - capital,
though not immediately relative: to religion, unless.it
be contrasted with Christ’s entering into Jerusalem
amidst the ‘Hosanna’s of _surrounding muliitudes,
is too striking to be -omitted. Here, however;
instead of brancbes of trees .being cut. down and
strewed. before bim, flowers are presented to bim,
odoriferous -woods are burned, and whole trees
erected-to shade and refresh him. ¢ Cnshna ‘set
forth in all pomp and <p1endor from Dwaraka, pré-
" ‘ceded, and followed, by music and singing. Evcry
inhabitant’ of Hastanapoor, male and female;- re-
joiced at his arrival, and crowded the roofs, win
dows, and doors, to see him enter, and had bedecked
all their houses for the ‘triumph. "Great crowds
stood in the road to receive’ him, and ‘the women,
presented ‘him with flowers of five'colours as he -
passed. All the'streets were cleansed from dirt and
dust, and’ sprmkled ‘with' perfumed - water. The”
bazars and squares” were ‘all new beautified with
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polden plaster, and odoriferous woods were burn- -
ing in all the houses.. The brilliant jewels which
adorned the doors of the Pandoos shone like lamps,
-as if they had been placed there for the purpose of
shedding their combined lustre on !Crishna. ~The
“women all pralscd apd envied the happiness’ of " the
eight Nayega, and flocked rozmd Crisbna in adarmg
mullitudes.”® P.423.
‘Again on his cnlenng “into Mathura, the’ ho-
noured city of his nativity, it is related z, « Early in
:the morning Crishna looked towards the: city, and
there beheld it.as a castle built of pure chrystal, the
Iofty doors formed of unwrought gold, jewels of
the purest water engraved upon those doors, and
‘the windows ma&é of rubiés and diamonds. Round’
the fortification” was a deep ditch, and the suburbs
were all filled with rows of warehouses, and innu-
merable parrots weré perched on the domes and in
the galleries, while thousands of ma]esuc peacocks
dlsplaycd their Proud plumage at ﬂ)e doors, and
enamoured doves were ‘seen’ joyfully ‘cooing wnh
then‘ dchghted mates, - Thé bazars*and squares
were free from ‘dusi “and" dirt; and the' reﬂecuon
from the walls, from the pollsb o! 1he white stone;
shone brilliantly- upon the walls' opposue, "Al the
peop]e at Mathura, who had Before “heard the won= -
ders. of " Crishna,” stood waxung to see him with
Jlowers and - other - presems, ‘and, ‘when’ Cnshna
moved forwards Int6 the city, lhcy ‘bad set up trees
of Kepéehb before alf the d"oorg Thc ,women Ieﬁ
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their work unfinished to run and gaze upon him,
while Crishna went on smiling and looking with in-
effable sweetness.” p. 435.

When, by the destruction of the tyrant Jara-
sandha, he had liberated these unfortunate princes,
¢ Crishna expressed himself perfectly satisfied with
 their repentance from the errors of their former
pride before their misfortunes, assuring them that ke
-had miore regard for those who tuined tbeir minds
towards bim after wicked conduct, than. even for
‘devotees and pénitents who bad passed their whole
lives in prayer and austerity.”* p. 43}.

V. . N
CRISHNAS PATXENT YORBEARANCE, AND RE-
MARKABLE FORGIVENESS OF INJURIES.

,RAM, Crishna’s half brother, h'avibg in a passion
struck off the head of Soork, is thus rebuked by
the assembled Brahmins: * Ask of Cristina, ihy
younger brother, whether, when Bbreegoo, ibe
Reyshee, struck Lim with bis foot, be did not (in-
stead of resenting it) tenderly inspect bis (Bbree-'
goo’s) foot, lest perbaps be might bave burt it by
the blow.” p. 445. ' ‘

Thxs passagc I accompanied with the followmg -

® This must be numbered among the more marked lmitaa
tions of the genuine Gospel ; for, it contaius .a sentiment not
‘congenial with the theological code of the Brahmins ; in
which, althou"b repentance can obtain beaven, the mast bril-
liant rewards are assigned to persevering austerity.
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remark : This sentiment, which occurs frequently
in the Bhagavat, is far too Cbristian to be put into
the mouth of the choleric Brahmin, who, we have
seen, is constantly cursing his enemies.

“The 'story itself occurs towards the close. of his
life, and was intended as an answer to a question
debated by the Reyshees, which of the three Indian
deities was most worthy to be worshlpped ¢ Bhree-
'goo said - he would'try all ‘the TrREE, and then
inform them. ‘Inconsequence, he went. first to
‘Brahma, and addressed “him-with the' salutations .
proper from a son to his father,® to see what kind"
of temper and patience’ he possessed. Brahma at
first grew angry, and accused him of want of cere-
mohy, but was soon appeased; and his-son per-
ceived he was like fire and water, alternately hot
and cold. Bhreegoo, in the second place, went to
Mahadeva’s abode: Mahadeva rose up, and was
going to embrace him, but Bhreegoo would not let
him approach, and made use of very dlsrespectful
language. Mahadeva drew himself up in wrath,
and, snatching up his trident, rushed forward -with;
intent to -kill him; but Parvati interfered, and,,

falling at her husband’s feet, pacified his anger.
Bhreegoo hastily retreating thence, went to the
‘place ‘called Vaicontha, the lord of which is,
Veeshnu.” Him he found sleeping on the lap of the
umvcrse, or Lccksbmeen, Bhreegoo, on seeing

k] Bhreegoo was one of the sons of Brahma, and the pro,-
mulger of lhe Yedas.
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him, struck bim fort:ibly with his foot on the breast,
Veeshnu started :up,-and, taking hold of the foot,
said, < This breast of mine is extremely bard, and
your foot very tender; undoubledly it must be much
burt’* With these and other kind words, mollify-
ing his wrath, he intreated Bhreegoo to stay a little
time, and honour his abode with his presence,
adding, that he’ was sdrry he had been taken un-
awares from being ignorant of his approach, en-
treated his pardon, and boped bis foot would not be
injured by so violent a blow. .Bhreegoo, weeping
for joy at this kind reception, went away, exclaim-
- ing, < This sarely is the -truE LOrD of tbe three
~worlds!” p. 454. " " 7

CRISHNA NO RESPECTER OF PERSONS.

« Soodaman, a poor brahmin, and fellow-student -
with Crishna under his tuter Sendeepen, about this
‘time paid a visit of respect to Crishna at Dwaraka,
‘having nothing with him for a present excep’ one
bandful of rice. Crishna received him most affec-
tlonately, and, in his absence, transformed bis cottage
10 a palace, and his wife to/a beauty ; "gave him a
Jlarge sum in money, and, at his death, rendered him
-beatified.” - )
Similarto this is the followmo beaunful allegory:
¢ Distinctly to mark the ;qual_ regard with which
the Deity observes all his. devout worshippers of
every rank and class, Crishna one worning set out
"wuh a great suite of Devatas for Tmnur, for thg
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express purpose of exbibiting the marks -of his
divine favour to Bhoelamen, the rajah of that place, -
and also to ong, Mhooret-Deva, a poor Brabmin
inhabitant. of the .same city, both of whom -were his
most, zezlous devoteess Wehen he. arrived there,
knowing that their faith and .religious merits. were
equal, although their . station, and. circumstances
were widely différent, he was solicitous not to
appeat to-give the one 4 preference above' the other,
nor Tet eithiet feel ‘himself slighted.: : He, therefore,
made. 3 double representation of himself, .botd
Avatars exactly szmtlar, so that the rajah, who re-
ceived. him with-all. the pomp and splendor of
royalty, and ‘with magmﬁcent presents of exquisite
clothes, chains, and strings of pearls, &c, conceived
bimself the most favoured of mortals; in having the
divine personage under his own roof; while the
humble Brahmin, no less overjoyed, was laying his
unaffected "offerings of the choicest fruits and strings
of sweet flowers before the very same Crishna at
the same moment in his own house. Crishna, at
the earnest instances Qf the rajah, stayed some time
with him_in -bis magmﬁcent palace to fortify his
devation, and .all the inhabitants of Tirhut were
eased of their doubts and perplexmcs by his pre~
sence: at the same time he was daily present in the
lowly cottage of Mhooret-Deva, receiving grateful
Jprayers and thanl\sglvmgs, with the greatest conde-
scension and benevolence. After somelume’ thus
‘employed, Crishna- scturned to. Dwaraka, and.the
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Brahmin accompanied him’ a con51dcrable way on
his journey.” p. 451. -

~ In exact’ conformity to the above sentlments, at
page 389, in & style very ‘much resembhng the
sacred text, Crishna declares: *“ He who gives up his
mind to'me, and seeks no other support, I am bis
POSSESSION and TREASURE. '

CRISHNA’S AMOURS WITH THE GOFIAS TO BE
CONSIDERED OF A SPIRITUAL NATURE.

" Sir W. Jowgs has remarked: that, “ though pure
and cbaste in reahty, yet Crishna cxhlblted an ap-
pearance of excessive hbertlmsm, and had wives OF
mistresses too pumerous to -be counted.” His
wives, in fact, were elght and his mistresses no less
than sixteen thousand in number ; but the expres-
sions of ardent affection that occur in the Bhagavat

‘arc ev1dent]y of an allegorlcal nature, have re-
.ference to the union of soul rather than of the body,
‘and, possibly, may all be founded on a perversion
of those passages of scripture, which represent
‘Christ, as tke bridlegroom of the church. Indeed,
‘that these amours of Crishna are to be understood
in éspiritual and mystical sense, is demonstrated
by .a passage occurring-in the carly pages of
this history, where it is expressly affirmed that
Crishna’s enjoyment with the Gopias, and the Go-
pias with Crishna, is @ MYsTERY, and cannot be
described.” p. 349. :

* Asiatic Researches, vol. i. p. 274.



 Persia, in which the mind,

The whole life of Crishnaf I must repeat, appears
10 me to be written in the vpry same spirit with the
mystic poetry of Hafez, thf: devout sensualist of
yrought up to' a high
degree of enthusiasm, seeks, in the most- delighiful
terrestrial ob_]ects, images by} which to represent the
Deity himself, and to expres the raptures of reli
gion. For instance, Hafel frequently uses the
romantic pbrase, the wine gf devotion, and speaks
of the happiness arising frond the love of his Maker
with the same transport, ai\nearly in the sime
Janguage as he'talks of the fANXon of bis mistress,
However this mode of ‘expre\sion may shock the
feelings of European divines, i\is but too prevalent
among Asiatic theologians, whole devotion seems
to want the assistance of extemal jects to anima’t’e
and invigorate it,

All of these distinguished femaled had support
and separate palaces in Duaraca, and \ith each of

. them the enamoured God was at all times personally

present, These palaces, in the same vein of oriental
allegory, are said to have been erected ¢¢ on pillars of
coral, and the courts and sérais to bave' been embel.
lished with jewels ; canopies of cloth'of gold' were-
every where suspended with valuable: strings of the
finest pearl; beautiful children were playing in the
‘courts ; while charming slave girls were diligently

‘attending their several mistresses. The peacocks.on

the house-tops were rejoicing and singing amid, the
pdorous .exhalations, which. arose’. from, the cons
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might get on by means of its light:  When Arjoon
beheld that light, which is the light of God, he
could not turn- his face towards it ; -but, covering
his eyes, to preserve them: from the dazzling glare,
remained in deep and awful, reﬂccuon. When the
intense brightness of that lloht overcame them,
they entered an expanse of  water, where-a cold
‘wind reigned. Within that they observed a splcn-
did palace and tbrone, whereon sate Seshanaga, the
deity with a thousapd heads, and who seemed in
magnitude to' resemble Kylass, while bis thousand-
eyes shot temrific flames. There they beheld the
Being undescribable, who is pure and all suﬁic:ant -
. His countenance was like the flower of the lotos,. -
and he’ wore. a yellow robe on his body, and
‘golden eat-rings, and a profusion of jewels; a
string of the finest pearls adorned his neck, and
the Kowsteke-men blazed on the middle of his
‘breast, 'a figure "of beautiful proportions, ara‘
resplendent “with all the ensigns of a deity, That
sublime Being, which was purity itself, spoke these
words: “ It was I, who, taking on myself the form
‘of Yamia, ‘bore away the Brahmin’s san, because I
‘had an earnest desire to see you. Yau have done
what was your function to do, and have released the
earth, overladen with her heavy weight. Your in-
carnation was for the. purpose of 1llum1natmg the
- darkness of the world ; both of you are Avatars of
Narayen, and bave well performed your. appomted
funcuons." On beholding these wonders, Arjoon
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totally forgot every thing that had passed in His
mind; and now fully comprehended that Crishna
was Lord of heaven and earth, and that all tbat be
saw was u1s vorm and uis LicaT. They then
took the Brahmin’s son away with them, and came
“back. Arjoon, astonished and amazed, totally laid
aside his former presumption, and felr both Crishna’s
might and his own weakness. The Brahmin, in
great joy, received back his son, praising them for
‘the’ miracles they had wrought, and the toils they
‘had undcraone * p. 457+

HIS DISAPPEARANCE AND ASCENT TO Hm\vzu.

Ar'nm a life thus spent in dow good Cnshna at’
' length p1saPPEARS from earth, and the event is

tdescnbed in a paragraph affording evident proof
that the Brahmins, as well in this insiance as that of
‘the WriTe Horsz in the Cavrci, or final Avatar,

were no strangers to the APOCALYPSE.

“ One day, in Dwaraka, which is a second Vai-
contha, Crishna was enjoying himself with bis rela-
' tions, and sons, and grand-chﬂdrcn, and his sixteen
thousand wives, and all bis wealth : his elephants,
‘his horses, his carriages out of number were arranged
in order. * In the midst of his golden castle ex-
tended his apartments on all the four sides. His
gatdens were of golden earth, wherein were trees
of paradise full ‘of varlegated fruits. Peacocks, and
cocelas (Indian mghtmgales), and qther bnrds, were
spomng therein. Crishna.on that day was suta
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rounded with his sixteen thousand wives,. as
LIGHTNING WITH-A CLOUD, and they gathered
[nnumerable ‘flowers as, offerings. to' Crishna, like
the Devatas presenting flowers to Eendra; and, in
-all the license of joy, they 4nd Crishna were sporting
together, and throwing -the ‘flowers. 2t_each other.
In the garden was a river, whose. banks were all
gold and jewels, the water of which, from- the re-
flection of rubies, appeared red; though perfectly-
white ; it wasthe WATER OF LIFE: and thousands
of lotoses floated on its surface, among .which ifnu-.
merable bees were humming and seekmg their. food-
In this river: they bathed and. played, Crishna.al.
ways in the midst of them, - ‘At length, in the'very
height. of all their revels and, enjoyments, he suq, .
denly DISAPPEARED”!“ Yo SR

In the Mahabbarat his, death is mentxoned,andb
said to have been occasioned by.an arrow " from the
- bow of a huntsman _that - pierced : bis beel. When
his spirit . departed, we are informed, “so gfeata
light proceeded from_him, that.it enveloped the
whole compass of the earth, and illuminated all the -
expanse of heaven.. At that instant, an innumers
able tribe of Devatas, and other celestial beings, of
all ranks and denominations, came to meet Crishna ;
and he, luminous as on that night when he was
born in the house of Vasudeva, by that same light
pursued his journey between heaven and earth to
the bright Vaicontha, or paradise, whence he had
. descended.: "All this assemblage of beings, who had
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"come to meet Crishna, exerted - the utmost of their
power to laud and glorify him.* . .

Such, my Lotds, is the account of ‘the miraculous
feats as detailed in' the Bhagavat, of this wonderful
child of Oriental fancy, Crisunaj such is the series
ofparallel facts and passages so sirikingly consonant,
in many respécts, with:those ‘recorded  of our Sa.
wicur'in the genuine gospels, that every mind capa-
ble of ‘a moment’s' reflection, must: consider the
former as imitations of the latter. T'repeat the word
must, becanse we know that the bumble! and illite-
Tate’ dstlples ‘of Jests' were utterly unacquainted
with the ciences and history of India, only at this
day beginning to :be known ; "and" that the Evan.
gelists, ignorant even of ibe Greekand Roman
classics, COULD NEVER ‘MAVE SEEN THE SANe
SCRIT BOOKS, OR COPIED THE Bracavar. or,
THE SUBLIME Vyasa. . .

‘With this conviction firmly xmpressed on my own .
mind, I shall, in my next address to your Lord-
ships, proceed ‘to- lay- bare” the forgeries of the

- spurious gospels, when .the point under “considera-
tion' cannot fail of: bemg sll more. su‘ongly, if . ot
mefragably proved.

I have tbe honour to be,

With profound respect,
My Lords,.
¢ & &c. &c. i
THOMAS~MAURICE.
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LETTER VIL.

My Lonns,

Arr ER the extenswe display of fraud and forgery
exhxbued in the precedmg letters, to be followed up,
in the. present, by the disclosure of a sull darker‘
train of falseboods, accumulated in the spunou:
gospcls, it becomes necessary to prove to the Right
Reverend Body whom I have the honour of addres-
sing, that the suspicions repeatedly lnumated above,
concerning the comparatively modem age of the
Bhagavat (bowever . ancient ngbt bave been. 1be’
original legend) are fonnded in truth and j Jusuce.
In evidence of the asscmon thus hazarded, I
: produce, in' the first place, Mr. Wllford himself,
who, dxscoursmg on thxs subJect uses the followmg
wvery remarkable expressions : « The H!ndus havmg
once fixed the accomplishment of these prophecies
to a period greatly anterior to the Christian ra,"
every thing in their books was either ffamed, or
new modolled accordingly, and partcularly in the
PURANAS, EVERY ONE OF WHICH IS GREATLY
POSTERIOR ‘TO 'OUR ERA, though' many legends,
and the materials in general, éertamly ezisted bzforg
.in some other shape.”® . .. . ‘

* Asiatic Researches, vol, x. p, 35+
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I produce, secondly, Mr. Bentley, who states the
age of the Surya Siddhanta, the oldest astronomical
treatise extant in India, and formerly vaunted to
be 2000 years old, as only. about 700 years. His
argument uppears to be unanswerable. ¢ That
system, or Calpa, which is contained in the Surya’
Siddhanta; is expressly called ¢be Calpa of Varaba,
who flourished about the year 1021 of Salivahana.
‘Therefore any Hindu work in which the name of
Varaha or his system is mentioned, must evidenily
be modern; and this circumstance alone ‘totally
destroys the pretended, antiquity of many of TaE
purANas and other books, wblch, through the
artifices of the BRAERMINICAL ‘TRIBE, have been
hitherto déemed the most ancient in existence.”*

With these remarkable concessions before 'us,
from men well able to _]udve, from their- acquamt-
ance wuh the Sanscrit' idiém, “what Indian compo-
smons are of ancient, and what of retenf fabrxcauon3
our path throughout the remainder of dns mwhty
labyrmlh will be clear and unperplexed )

CONCERNING THE srumoUs‘ éos'an,' AND
' IMITATIONS OF THOSE COSPELS.

How early after the death of Chnst the aEecuonatc
zeal of his disciples induced.them to compose histo~
ries of his remarkable sayings and acts; while so-
journing upon earth, is evident from the ipitial

* Asiatic Rescarches, vol. vi. p. 574
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.verses of St. Luke’s ,Cospel:, where he tells us ‘th_at,

. many bad taken in band to st forth in order a de* -

claration of those things of which himself ‘and the
-other apostles were eye-witnesses; .and. as these
writers had probably mingled with :their. accounts
many extravagant and puerile fables, he, on that
account, in all likglihoéd, was induced to coni-
mence his own more authentic narrative, -In this
passage the apostle probably alluded to the gospels
of the Egyptias and: Nazarenes, supposed ta have
“ been the first of .the spurious gospels composed
but which are not now extant.
The terms spurious and apocryphal, were apphed

to those productions, because they éontained things-

unworthy of the. divine character.of him' whdse
wonderous deeds they professed to detail, anmiong a
great variety of authentic facts, recorded in the
genuine gospels, which ciréumstance rendered them

the more dangerous. They were, in facty innume-

rable, increasing as 'sects and. herétical opinions
multiplied; the compilations' of converted Jews,

and judaizing Christians, Valentinians, Gnostics, -

Manichaans, and Nestonans, in support of the dif-
ferent doctrines maintained by them.. One of the
most ancient and celebrated of thesg efforts of pious
fraud was the often-mentioned EvancxLivm In
FANTLE, of Gospel. of the infancy of our blessed
Saviour, a production probably of the first ages of

Chusnamty, because expressly alluded to by Ire-

I
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_nzus,* who flourished in the second century as one
“among that infinite number awoxpdpuwy xas vy Yeapav,
which had already appeared to perplex the true be-
‘liever; and we are certain of that allusion by his
meéntioning so particularly the ridiculous story in-
serted, with some little variation, as may be seen in
the notet, in ‘the 48th and 4oth sections, as they
stand in the edition of Thomas Sike, Utrecht, 1697,
‘felative to the infant Christ’s learning the Hebrew
‘alphabet, who, being desired by his master, Zac-
chzeus, to repeat after him Aleph, he did so, and, to
his astonishment, went correctly through the whole
‘alphabet, explaining the wystic ‘meaning of each
character to the ‘utter astonishment of Zacchzus,
who exclaimed to Mary, ¢ Filio huic tuo nulld
doctrini opus'est.”

® Irenzus, adversus Hzrau, &e. llb.l. cap. 11, p- 104,
'echt. folio, 1596. .
+ The entire passage, in Irenzus, is as follows, which the
Jearned reader will please to compare with what occurs in the
. preceding pages, . and it may possibly solicit his atlention in
subsequent ones. -
Tlpos, 3 'ra']olq apvhilor wrnlos a-zufo¢m xas 1Sy ypaQurs as
ales swAccar @agnoPua s m.'rm)\nﬁu Tar aronles, xa T2
™ u)\neuag N STISTpEIMY 7pap14a1m anﬂu.fa)ay.@amm % "g
aslo xdxwwo e pa&e;wy.-, ¥ sy Kvpis va Sia 72 ddzorars aile
¢n¢¢ﬂo§, xadws 5905 iy une aAda, atonpuaaSm 8 aAPa® waln
71t 50 Bila-7u Mdacrads mrsvenslos wary swoqmm-Sai Tor Kupror,
T puor wedlipor @ 71 as G0 APay was 7ls s ape T €53 70 rila.
Kas xélo ofryuiias ws avle pors Te a-pa,-u .mrzum:, & s?anpvﬂ

o % qure v# arpa.  ibid. -
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Jested forth bis glory, and bis disciples believed in
bim ; that is on account of this very manifestation
of his glory, and the confirmation of his public
ministry by a stupendous miracle. From this deci-
sive text, ;is well as from the ridiculous and absurd
nature of the miracles thus recorded, we may fairly
. conclude in the words of an old commeatator on this
text, MENDAX IGITUR EST LIBER DE INFANTIA'
SaLvaroris. This fact premised, and kept still’
in our view, we may safely proceed to notice such
other miraculous deeds imputed to that Saviour in
the Evangelium Infantiz as may tend to illustrate
the subject under discussion, of which the ultimate-
object is to ‘detect imposture, and vindicate the
honour of the true Messiah. ,

Of these, not the least degrading to his character
is that recorded of him in the very first chapter of the
EvaNcELIUM, where Jesus is represented as speak-

_ing even in bis cradle : affirmatur Jesum locutum-
esse, et quidem cum #n cunis jaceret dixisse ma-
tri sure Marie, ego sum Jesus, filius Dei, VErRBUM
illum quod peperisti, quemadmodum annunciavit-
angelus tibi Gabriel, misitque me Pater meus ad
salutem Mundi.* Consonant to this we read in the
life of Crishma : * Soon after Crishna’s mother was
delivered of him, and while she was weeping over
him and lamenting his unhappy destiny, the com= °

®.Vide Codex Apocryph. vol. i. p. 168, cura Fabricii.
edit, 1703, and Life of Crishna, in Ancient Indis, vol. ii.
) P 3 4.
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passionate infant assumed the power of speech, and
soothed and comforted his afflicted parent, Then,
speaking to his father, Carry me, says he, to Gokul,
©n the other side of the river Jumna; to the Brahmin
Nanda, whose wife having been lately delivered of
“a daughter, exchange me' for ber, and leave the rest
o my disposal.” ’ \

Considering the striking similarity.in many respects
already intimated, between the history of Christ and
Crishna, it may seem rather-singular that ;Crishna,
though cradled among berds and berdsmen, as we
have seen, should not be born in a sfable. It happens,
by a rather singular deviation, in this respect, from
recorded fact, that in the spurious gospel Christ is not
said to have been born in the stable of an inn, or,
according to ‘St. Luke’s information, to have re-
posed his head in a manger, but merely in a subters
raneous abode, or cave, -If the masger bad béen
mentioned in the Gnostic gospel, it would doubtt
Iess have been fcund in the Indian production;
Thus the formerruns, ** Cumque ad speluscam pere
venissent, fassa_est Maria :Josepho, instare sibi tem-
pus pariendi, neque se posse in urbem proficisch,
sed hanc, inquit, speluncam intremus.” Cap. 1.

Again, when Crishna was born, we bave seen, the
father’s face became illumined, and the whole room-
was filled with the irradiations 6f divine glory. In
perfect consonance with -all this,, we read in. the
apocryphal. gospel:.  Et ecce! repleta illa erat
(spelunca) luminibus, lucernarum et . candelarum
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fulgorem excedentibus; et solarx luce ma_]onbus »
Cep. 3. -

I bave ventured an opinion, in a note at page 34,
that, in all probability, the: Arabic edition of the
Evangelium Infantiz was the perverted medium
through which Mohammed or his cdadjutors, for he
himself is said to have been neither able to read or
write¥), obtained information concerning our Sa-
.viour and his doctrines, In support of that opinion,
two strong attesting facts shall now be produced.

In the Koran, where that impostor is speaking of
the birth of Christy whom he always. mentions re«
spectfully, as a sublime -prophet, though he- denies
his divinity, he puts these words into the mouth of
Zachariah, when predicting the fature greatness of
the Messiah :—¢¢ While he is yet in the cradle, and
in, swaddling clothes, he shall have the use of
speech.’’t As the impostor could find nothing of the
kind in St. Matthew, he undoubtedly derived his
information from' the spurious Gospel above men-
tioned, which, at that time, was extant in Greek
and Arabic. Mr, Sale, ‘the learned editor of the
Koran, in fact; makes the following observation on
this very passage. “ The reported sayings of the in<
fant Jesus seem all to be taken from some fabulous
traditions of the ‘eastern Christians, one of which is
preserved to us in the spurious Gospel of the In-
fancy of Chbrist, where' we tead that Jesus spoke

= Consult the Preface to Sale’s I\oran, p- 2.
-I- Sale’s Koran, vol, ii. p. 63, 8vo. edit. 1765.
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while. yet in- the cradle, and said to his. mother,
Verily I am Jxsus, the Son of God, the: Word
wbhich thou bast brought. forth, as the .dngel
Gabriel. did declare unto thee > and my father.bath
sent. me_ to save the world.”  Some of.thése ridi-
culous legends even go so far as to make the infant
Jesus speak.in the womb, and, upbraid Joseph with
his suspicions: of the chastity-of his ‘wife. How
widely’ different is all this from. the temperate: and
dignified narration of the true, Gospel L. that: Gospel.
which is almost totally silent in. regard to the infancy
of Gbrist, and only details. those sublime: exemons?
of his. supernatural powet which were. necessary to.
demonstrate his divinity to mankind, and hold up to_
posterity the example of those benevolent virtues
which it i3 the principal object of Chmtlamty toina
culcate!. :

In another note. of Sale’s.on. the same. book, we
are informed, from a similar source, that the pro-
phet Zacharias, who is said, in the Koran, to have
bad the charge of Mary, during the infancy of her
pregnancy with the immaculate Child, that this holy
man, a that time officiating-priest at the altar, suf=
fered nobody but himself to go into her chamber,
or supply ber with food, and that he always locked
seven doors upon her. Notwithstanding this pre- )
caution, he constantly found a plentiful table spread
before her, of summer-fruits in winter, and winter-

Sruits in summer.* But it is not on account of the

® Sale's Koran, vol. i. in the notes, p. 61; \
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fruits, thus miraculously brought the virgin, that I
cite this passage, but because we have already seen,
that, in perfect unison with the spurious gospel,
the chamber in which the mother of Crisbna was
confined, was only 10 be approached through seven
strong doors of iron® :

‘Soon afier the birth of Crishna, the holy zn¢o;, or
Indian prophet NARED, hearing of the fame of the
infant Crishna, pays a visit to his supposed. father
and mother at Gokul, examines the sfars, consults
the ‘boroscope, inspects his band, (for, the Indian
in the most ancient periods, pracused the art of chi-
romancy,) and declares him to be of celestial de~
scent ; 'all which has every appearance of being a
direct imitation of. the account, in sacred story; of
the astronomical magi (who at that ancient period -
were always astrologers), observing the stag, and
visiting and adoring the infant Saviour in Bethlehem.

In the ‘Bhagavat we read that Crishna coming
home one day, found his mother busy in putting
some pearls on a string. He asked her from what
treé she had gathered them ; but,she answering that
she never knew pearls to grow on treesy but only
in oyster-shells, Crishna- took one of the biggest,
which. he had no sooner put in the ground, but
they saw a pearl-tree sprout forth full of the most
exquisite pearls. The mother standing amazed,
and ready to worship him, he caused the.tree to
‘vanish immediately. p. 3o1. ~ To this story, also,

% See above, p. 83.



[1]

some kind of parallel may be found in the Evan-
geliuni ‘Infantiz; for, the infant Jesus ‘being at
play with other Hebrew children, after a violent
rain, amused himself with' checking the ‘current
of the waters with" ¢he boughs of @ iree. One
of his ‘companions, seeing this, ill naturcdly re-
moved those boughs; upon which, Jesus sternly
reprimanded him in these terms:—~Ecce jam lu
" quoque tanquam arbor arescas, nec’ afferas folia
neque ramos, neque fructum. Et illico totus aridus,
Sactus est. At the entreaty of his parents, he afier-
wards restored the youth to soundness, all bat one
hand, as an example of terror to others. in the
Bhagavat, the reader will find strong traits of this
story in two beautiful youths, whom the curse of a
Brahmin had turned into trees, but whom the touch
of Crishna restores to their forwer shape. p. 304.
These,.and a variety of similar tales, related in
the apocryphal gospels, and in the life of Crishna,
. formed principally on the basis of those gospels, are,
in all probability, nothing more than mutilations of
that portion of Holy Writ which represents 1be
barren fig-tree as withered from tbe roois at the
command of its creator. Mark ii. v. 14.-
- It has already been observed, that Mathura, on
the Jumna, was the city in which Crishna was born,
where his most extraordinary miracles were per-
formed, and which continues at this day -the place
where bis name and Avatar are holden in the most '
sacred veneration of any province in Hindostan.
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These. circumstances deserve particular "notice ;
because, the Arabic edition of the Evangelium In-
fantiz records MaTarea, near Hermopolis, in
Egypt, to have been the place where the infant Sa-
viour resided during his absence from the land of
Judea, and until Herod died. At this place, Jesus
is reported to have wrought many miracles ; and,
among others, to have produced, in that arid region,
a fountain of fresh water, the only one in Egypt,
Hinc ad Sycomorum illam digressi sunt, que bodie
Matrarea vocatur ;. et produxit Dominus Fesus -
JSontem in Matarea, in quo Diva Maria (Crishna’s
mother has also the epithet Deva prefixed to her
name) tunicam ¢jus lavit. Ex sudore autem, qui a
Domino Fesu.ibi defluxit, balsamum in illa regione

provenit.* : T
The town of Mararea still remains, with the
name. not in the least altered, being, at this day,
called Matarea., Mr. Savary, who visited the
spot in 1777, gives the following account of it.
/% At a liule distance from Heliopolis, is the small
~ village of MATAREA ; ‘so called, because it has a
fresh water spring, the only one in Egypt; a tradi=
tion has rendered it famous, which says, that the
Holy Family, flying from Herod, came hither; and
that the Virgin bathed the Holy Child, Jesus, in this
fountain. The Christians relate many miracles
performed here, and come with great devotion to,

* Evangelium Infar'ltié, p-71.
* 1 Savary’s Travels in Egypt, vol. i. p. 126.-
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drink its waters, for the. cure of theu' diseases, The

very Mohammedans partake of their’ veneration.™
He adds, that, within the mémory of man, the bal~
sam-plant was much- cultivated in its neighbourf'
hood; but that -through the  despotism of <the:
Arabs, and the convulsions of Egypt, the cultiva~
tion of that precious shrub is no longer attended to'
in the country. Now, though it would be contrary-
to historical evidence to assert the whole story rela-
tive to Crishna and his adventures at. Mathura, to;
have been a romance, founded on what is recorded:
in this Apocryphal Gospel' concerning Christ and
the Holy Family at Matarea, we may rest assured;
that the similarity of name and. incidents did not:
operate a little towards inciting them to makc the

interpolations contended for.- . : -

At a certain time,” says the hlstory of our In-k
dian deity, « Crishna taking a walk with the other
cowherds, they chose him their king, and every one:
" bad his place assigned him onder the new king.”
And in the Evangelium: Infantiz, we read,Mense:
- autem Adar congregavit Fesus pueros, eosque tan-:
quam rex disposuit. . Straverant enim vestes suas
in terra, ut super illas consideret, et coronam, ¢
Jloribus consertam capiti ejus imposuerant, Cap. 41w
Whence comes it, on this occasion, we may fairly:
ask, that Crishna, ibe real nepbew of a.king, ini
youth is made the bumble atiendant upon flocks,-
and the companion of cow boys ; whence but that.
in scripture his great exemplar, Christ, is so re=
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peatedly called the Good Sbepberd, and those whom
he came to save the lost sbezp of the bouse of Israel.
In fact, at page 123 of the Arabic edition of the
spurious Gospel, the infant Jesus, soaring beyond
the limits of allegory, and declaring himself to be
the good Sbepberd, turns all his young companions
into actual sheep; but, afterwards, at the solicitation
of their parents, restores them to their proper form,
There is, as might be expected, at cap. 42, of this
far-famed legend, a prolix relation, too long to be -
“here wholly inserted, respecting a boy bitten’ by a
serpent, who' was brought to Jesus to be cured:
Et cum ad dominum Jesum pervenissent, rogabat.
ille, quare hunc pueruni gestarent? Atque illis re-.
spondentibus, quod serpens ipsum momordisset 3
dicebat Dominus Jesus pueris, Ite nobiscum ut ser-.
pentem istum interficiamus. The serpent was, in
consequence, not only compelled by his. powerful
antagonist to- suck the poison out of the boy's
‘wound, but Jesus curst tbe snrpent, so that he in- -
stantly burst asunder and died. In just the same
manner is the -serpent, while contending- with.
Crishna, and incircling him in his enormous folds,
destroyed, by Crishna’s making himself so large as
to burst the enraged reptile asunder: after which
the victor exultingly tramples upon' his thousand
heads, These accounts may be called excessive
exaggeratians, but they mark through all antiquity.

the firm belief of the fact, and the wide diffusion of
the doctrine,
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It is remarkable, that one. of the. first miracles
performed by Crishna, when mature, was the curing
of a leper; it is remarkable, I say, because, curing
the leprosy is the first ‘miracle recorded of Christ by
St. Matthew, with whose Gospel “the Evangelium
Infantiz seems to be particularly connected.. A
passionate Brahmin having received a slight insult
from a certain rajab, on going out of his doors,
uttered this curse.—That he. should, from head to
foot, be covered with boils and the leprosy ;  which
being fulfilled in an instant upon the unfortunate
king, he prayed to Crishna to deliver him from his
malady, and was eventually cured. ’

In the numerous extracts given above, the mira-
culous feats of Crishna are principally alluded to,
because the date of that Avatar’s incarnation, as be.
fore remarked, if the records of India may be cre-
dited, goes back to an zra of above a thousand years
before Christ, whereas the birth of Salivahana,
confessedly took place in the same year.in which
Christ was born; and the difficulty in the latter
case, although the assumption of divine privileges
is in some respects bolder, is' consequently not
so great as in .the former, " In fact, his history
seems to have been founded, principally, on the
basis of the Manichzan legends: notwithstanding
that circumstance, it is also deeply connected with
many of the facts recorded in the genume gospels;
and the tale, disgustingly repeated at second
hand, neither excites our wonder, nor granﬁcs our
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éuriosity. Mr. Wilford ‘thinks him altogether an
imaginary Character; an £r4, a c¥cLE ; yet after~
wards, rather mcons1stently, informs us that the re-
.mains of bis dynasty continued to flourish, in. the
‘province of Delhi, till the latter end of the twelfth
cemury * In another place he observes: “‘even in
the time of Jaya-chandra, the last emperor of India,
(whose "death 'took place A. D. 1194), we find a
Sarsauan king of Delhi’; and in the district of
Bhadaon, in that province, there is a small town, the
capital of a pergunnah of the same name, called
‘CoTE-SaLBAHAN, O the fort of Salbahan, and
said to have been built by him.”t

‘Whatever share imagination, joined with pious
‘fraud, may have had in compiling the bistory of Sa-
livahana, certainly his character is not wholly ideal:
and I shall now produce the passage before alluded
to, from the history of Timur, by Sheriffedin, his
Persian biographer, to prove that so late as the close
of the fourteenth century, the remains of the Salba-
han race existed in western India. « On the 23d De-
cember (A. D. 1398), after a march of six miles, the
‘army encamped at Toglocpoor, the inhabitants of
which town werte gf @ particular religion. They be-
lieved that the whole universe was governed by two
beings, the first of which is ‘called OrMUzD, the
second AHRIMAN, thatis, light and darkness ;3"

& Asiatic Researches, vol. ix. p. 216,
% Ibid, p. 131,
$ Life of Timur, vol, ii. p. 49,
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‘these afe the two well-known Persian principles on
which the heresies of Manes had been engrafted.
‘Their religion being contrary to6 Timur’s, who was
then making war on the Guebres, or Parsees, they
were slaughtered without mercy, and their town set
‘on fire, C : ‘

Mr. Wilford’s conjecture, in a’subsequent page,
that Salivahana was Ma~zs himself, disguised under -
that appellation, is far more probable ; that ManEss
whose religious code, combining the splendid super-
stition of the ancient magi with the Christian doctrines,
could not fail of making the deepest impression on
* the neighbouring race of fire-worsbippers of India.
However different in purity of doctrine ;. however
bumble and unadorned the Christian religion itself;
‘arrayed in the Manichzan grandeur it fascinated the
‘balf idolatrous ‘Indian multitude, and Manes be=
“came invested with honours which he never merited,
The Hindus, Mr. Wilford elsewhere observes, * are
fond of forms and emanations, which they consider
to be the same with the original from which those
emanations sprang, and disciples ‘are very often
.venerated as so inany forms of thejr masters. It is
then very -possible that they should have considered
the apostle and disciple, who first preached the
gospel in India, as @ form of Christ, or even. as
Cbrist bimself, after several centuries bad elapsed ;" *
and, in fact, the profound veneration which the Ma-
‘nichzans, in particular, are said to have ever enter-

* Vol. x. p. 121,
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tained for the symbol of the cross, renders this
supposition stil} more probable. :

To India, as well asto Tartary, and other regions
of the higher Asia, afier the death of, their leader,

" his followers, exiled from Persia by the severe and
just discipline of the primitive church, fled in ins
creasing multitudes, and soon made numerous and
zealous proselytes among a people easily dazzled
with a false glare, and already half infected with the
Magian devotion. If the attractive splendor of the
Manichaan! superstition, added to the affected sanc-
tity, and severe penances of its votaries, could, fora
time, delude, as we know it did, even so great and
-penetrating a genius as Augustine, what must its
effects have been upon less cultivated and discrimi-
nating minds? To the Persian followers of Manes
Christ became the mediatorial Mithras : and by
the Indian disciples of that impostor he was venes
rated-as the preserver Peeshnuy of which character,

after all, Salivahana is only a variety..

In the history of Salivahana there is, also, another
circumstance that calls' for consideration. The
public life’ of this half.deified personage, who, we.
have seen, early became a Muni, and retired to de-
‘sert solitudes, was of too short a duration for us to
find many parallel passages to that hfem the spurious
gospels; but there are a few passages that bear so
decided a similitude to certain facts related’ of him,
as absolutely to forbid our referring the resemblance
to chance alone, We have already noticed those



[ 129-]

parts that have so marked a reference to the genuine
gospels, to which may be added the following un-,
doubted imitation of Cbrist disputing in the temple

- with the Fewisb doctors, boib bearing. them and
asking them questions.. Luke'ii. 46.. ,

- ¢ There was a certain. rich. Indian merchant
who, before he died, gave to .every one of his four
sons an earthen pot, sealed, with injunctions not to
open it till after his decease. When opened, the
first was found to contain nothing but earth; the
second, coals, the third, bones, and the fourth, bran.
VIcRAMADITYA Was appliéd to for an explanation g
but neither he nor any ‘body else coild ‘éxplain this

enigma. The four sons went afterwards to Pra~
tisbtana, and neither the king, nor any body else
there, could give them an answer ; butfbere was a
wonderful child who did.” The story then goes on
to relate the birth,"&c. of this child, and other
circumstances  mentioned, before. - The _child
(Sa uv.t,uﬁ AN ) hearing of this strange case, ‘went to
the king’s presence, where the four sons of the mer-
chant were, with a numerous and respectable as
sembly. He spake without, embarassment, and they
were astonished, for his words were like amrit, ox,
ambrosia.  The first pot, says be, containing earth,
entitles the owner, to /tﬂe,'lgndqd _property of his
‘-father. The second contains coals, and of .course
all the timber and wood become the property of the
second son. The third is entitled to the elephants,
borses, cattle, and animals of all descriptions be+ -

) K ,
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longing to the estate; and the fourth is entitled to -
the corn and grain of all kinds, the property of his
father.. VicramMADITYA, on hearing this, sent for
the chﬂd who refused to come : % Go,” says he, “to
the messenger, and tell bim; that when I have com-
pleted my business, {or in other words, whcn I
shall be perfected, or my time is arrived), e will
come to me of himself. VicraMADITYa, irritated
at this answer, wanted to kill him; and advanced,
at the head of a numerous army against the child,

who making ﬁgures of soldiers with clay, ammated
them.”

With respect to these figures of clay, which
Salivahana animates with life, the whole story is a
direct and palpable forgery, only substituting men
-~ for quadrupeds, of that part of the Evangelium In-
fantiee where Jesus, then only seven years old, being
at play with other youths about his own age,Varias -
2x Luro formas fingebat, asinos, boves, volucres,
et alia bis similia. Tunc Dominus Jesus dicebat
pueris, ego illis, quas feci, figuris preecipiam, ut in-
cedant; eademque hora subsilicbant, et cum
reveru illis 1uberet, revertebantur, Fecerat autem
avium passerumque figuras, qua cum volare ipsas
juberet, volabant,” &c. _]esus formed of clay various
figures of asscs, oxen, bitds, and other animals,
Then said Jesus, I will command these ﬁgurcs,'
which I have made, to walk, and instantly they be-
‘gan to move ; and when he commanded them to
return, they returned, He also made figures of
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birds and sparrows, which when he commanded
them to fly, they obeyed, and when he commanded
them to stand still, they did so. cap. 36.*

In regard to the epithet of 'Takshaca, carpenter,

-aword not greatly dissimilar from the Greek rexvuy,
,occurring so repeatedly in the history of Saliva«

bhana, that repetition is, also, copied from the apo«

.cryphal gospel, since it is no where asserted in Scrip-
-ture that Christ worked at the trade of his nominal

fajher, and he 4s there generally denominated o 72
Texvovos vios, the son of thecarpenter. The Gospel in

-question, hawever, expressly says that* Joseph took

his son with. him whithersoever .he was sent for to
work, ut portas ipsis, aut mulctralia, aut cribra, aut
arcas conficeret ; to construct gates, or milk-pails, or
sieves, ar boxes ;. quatiescunque ergo Josepho alix
quid operis sui; longius aut brevius, latius sive an-
gustius faciendum esset,” Dominus Jesus manum
suam versus illud extendebat, ac statim, prout vellet:

- Josepbus, tes succedebat, ita ut opys.non esset ipsi

manu sua perficere, quia nec admadum peritus erat
axtis fabrilis; “ as ofien asJoseph had any thing in the
course of his profession to make longer, or shorter,

~or wider, or parrower, Jesus would extend his hapd
. towards it, and ‘it presently became as Joseph de-
. sired ; so that he bad no need to finish any thing

* I bave translated this and"a subsequent extract from the

* ¢ Evangelium Infantice™ for the benefit of that order of readers
- who may not be eonversant with the classica] languages,
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‘with his owh hand, for indeed he was not very
skilful at the trade of a carpenter.” cap. 38,
In the chaptcr 1mmcdlalely succeeding, we find
‘an idle’ story inserted concerning a throne, which
- Joseph'Lad orders to construct for the king of _]e-
rusalem, which took him up two years in making,
and, after all, it was made too little for the place in
-which it was to be erected; but by .the exertion of
- Jesus, He pulling the throné on one side and Joseph
“on the other, it soon became of a proper breadih.
fcap. 39. I am-almost ashamed to transcribe these
“puerilities, but they are absolutely necessary to the
‘purpose of-this investigation, which is to detect fraad
sand lmposture in affairs the most solemn and sacred,

:and that purpose, it is hoped, ‘isy by this time, and

-through the exposition of these facts, without
“diving deeper into this execrable trash abundantly
“answered. '

After all, should it be thought, that neicher by
the travels in India of St. Thomas, and other zeal-

“ous disciples in-the early centuries after Christ, nor

" by means of the extensive. commercial intercourse

at that time carried on between India and the great
capitals of Asia, nor by Manks and his disciples,

~the Christian doctrines could be:so early or so

widely propagated. in that country as above con-
tended for, and my hypothesis. seems to require,
there vet remains another and abundant, though a
Jater source, whence the most extended information
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relative to the doctrines of Christianity could have
been obtained by the brahmins, and that is the wide
diffusion on its shores of the Nestorian heresy in the
fifth and sixth centuries. Though introduced at a
later period, still it was in full time for the brah-
mins to -obtain the ‘necessary intelligence, if Mr,
‘Wilford’s assertion, that ‘all’ the guranas are of a
date far posterior to the Christian @ra, be founded
in fact. The peculiar tenets inculcated by .the’
author of that heresy, concerning the mixture of
the divine and human. nature. in the -person of
Christ, were so extremely favourable to the ancient
prevailing doctrine of incarnations, fiom which
doctrine the first conczption of the avafars of their
gods emanated, that we cannot bg surprized at their
having strongly attracted the notice; and secared
the belief of vast numbers of its inhabitants. The
manner of their being blended in that divine person,
which, according to Nestorius, was by a tonfused
mixture of the two natures, whereas 1he orthodox
doctrine teaches only their close and intimate union
with each other, without their being mixed and
- confounded togetber, was a point beyond their -
ability or iaclination to-investigate; it was suffie
cient for them that the divine and human power
were blended - in those avatars, and manifesied in
their more than mortal exploits,
~ Over how wide an extent of country, mdeed
and in what amazing numbers the disciples of N esy
torius in India were scattered in the sixth century,
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may be collected from the account of Cosmas Indi-
copleustes, who, as a_merchant of Alexandria, so

 frequently visited India in that century, He states,

_that in Malabar, pariicularly, there Wi}s an estae
blished. ecclesiastical government, with a regular
bishiop at its head, and a train of subordinate priests
and deacons to attend the other churches in that
district, all subject to the metropolitan bishop of
Seleucia in’ Persia.*

It will be remembered also that, accordmo to
‘Procopius, in this very century, the breed of .
silk-worms, and a knowledge of that valuable ma-
nufacture, were, under the auspices of Justinian, first
brought to Constantinople by two Cbristian monks,
who are expressly said to have been missionaries
in India, and to have travelled thence to China;
vhere they learned the art,t
. The auncient accounts of India and China, by
two Mahommedan travellers in the ninth century,
published by Renaudot, fully confirm all the above
particulars with respect to the extent and power of .
the Nestorian church in India; and during these nine
centuries, sooner .or later, doubtless it was that the
artifice of the fraudful brahmin was at work in deco-
rating his gods and heroes with borrowed splendours,
sacrilegiously stolen from the Christian altarsyand in
fabiicating from the genuine and spurious gospels,

® See Cosm, Indxcopfeust. in topograph., Chnsnan. lib, i

p 78.
- % Procopius, Lib. lV. cap. 17,
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the fictitions history of Salivahana. In fact, that
this very Evangelium Infantiz was perfectly well
known among the Nestorians of Malabar, is'proved
by this circumstance recorded in Fabricius, that % at
the synod holden at Diamper, by Alexius de Me-
nezes, Archbishop of Goa, in the diocese of Anga-~. .
mald, A.D. 1559, it was condemned by name as a
-book abounding with blasphemies and heresies,”
and it is there expressly affirmed to have been read
in their churches.} '
Were it necessary to my purpose to descend to.
ages later in fime, and trace the wide éxtended in=
fluence of the Nestorian faith through Asia, and in
particular in China, Tartary, Tibet,and other coyn.
tries situated on the confines of India, authorities
would not be wanting, but. may abundantly be
found in the pages of the above cited authors, Mo«
sheim, Fabricius, and others. I shall not, however, -
at present, fravel beyond those confines. During
the sanguinary conflicts and wide desolation of sucs
ceeding centuries, occasioned by the irruption of-
Arabian, Persian, and Tartar conquerors, the Nes«
torian church seems to bave flourished with unim-
paired vigour in the remote region ‘of Malabar
and a more striking proof of it cannot be given
than is to be found in the authentic fact, that when
the Portugueze arrived in India, they found, to "

1- Sce an express Dnssertatmn of Renaudot on the subject,
annexed 1o these ancient aceounts, p- 67.
3 See Cod. Apoc, tom. 3, p. 421,
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their astonishment, no less than one hundred Chris-
tian churches on that coast, whose repose and
union, however, théy basely violated, on account,
as they averred, of the heretical docrrines professed
by them, though, in fact, avarice and ambition were
the real printiples that incited their persecution. In:
spite, however, of all their fanatic rage, combined:
with the terrors of the bloody inquisition established.
by them at Goa, we are informed by Dr. Buchanany: -
who farnishes us with the preceding fact, that,even:
at this day, there remain in Malabar fifty-five chur-
ches of that creed, and a body of not less than fifty-
thousand Christians.; ‘ - :
Such, my Lords, were the various sources, such-
the numerous, or rather innumerable, channels by
which the knowledge of the sacred .books, the He
brew, rfot less than the evangelical writings, might, -
" during a long succession of ages, have reached the:
shores of India. In the latter portion of these Letters,
Ihave dwelt too much, perhaps, on those of a more
modern date, but the subject recently discussed re~
quired it; as the history of Salivahana ascends not.
beyond the zra of Christianity. But the race of
men with whose sacred dogmas those of Christianity’
have so intimate, so inseparable a connection, the:
JEWS, were too wonderful. 2 nation, both’ in
their history and manners, were .too centrally:
situated in Asia, and kept up too extended a com-
merce with their neighbours, not to be the subject

§ See Buchanan's Memoir, p. 51 and 59.
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of frequent and profourid” consideration to the
oriental, and even the early Greek philosophers.
The- Mosaic doctrines, as is proved by Arch-
bishop Usher and Stanley,* were well known to
Pythagoras, who has. inserted many of them in
his philosophy ; and with respect to Plato’s know=
ledge of them, I hope I may be pardoncd for in-
troducing here what I have said concerning him on
this very subject in the  Indian Antiquities,” when
tracing the vestigia of those doctrines through the
- schools of Greece.* « The best cvxdence of the fact
is to be found in his writings, where are to be met’
with such repeated allusions to what he denominates
waAmios Aoyos, ancient discourses, or tr'aditions, and
\ certain Svgios nzs Dowixos ‘uueo;, or Synan and Ph(t-
nician fables, that it is. impossible to consider this
hllosopher as' not conversant in Hebrew antiqui«
ties. The contrary, in fact, was so manifest to Nu-
menius, a Pythagorean’ plnlosopher of the second
centary, that, accordmg to Clemens Alexandrinus,
.he exclalmed T yae i Tarey 4 Morns A-r'hmiwv-
‘What s Plato but Moses conversmg m the language
of Athens ?t
And could the curious-though remote race of
Indian brahmins, whom' Pythdgoras is known to
have visited, and from wbom he borrowed the
singular doctrine of the metempsychosis, all this

* Usscm Apnal, p. 151, and Stanley, p. 350.
+ Indian Antiq. vol. v. p.443.
3 Clem, Alexand. Stromat. lib, i. p. 411, edit. Oxon.
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while have remained in ignorance of the doctrines
and philosophy of Moses? The voice of History,
and the decisjve evidence of their own writings, in
many - points so congenial with the Mesaic philoso-
‘phy and legislative code, absolutely forbid the sup=
position. Let it ever be remembered, when subjects
are brought forward, and many more may be ex:
pected, similar to those. which have been above
discussed, that the knowledge of the Hebrew writ-
ings and history could not fail of being widely
propagated through Asia, owing to the dreadful
calamities which, in consequence of heir perverses
ness and disobedience of God’s commands, in dif«
ferent eeras, befell that unhappy ‘nation. Among’
others, primarily; may be noticed the captivity and
dispersion of the TeN TR1BES through Assyria and
Media, by Salmanasary in the remote year, before
Christ, 721; and, secondly, and, more particularly,
the grand catastrophe that befell them in the year,
before the same zra, 586, when Jerusalem was
taken by Nebuchadnezzar, its temple and its palaces
plundered and burned, and the remaining tribes of
Judah and Benjamin carried away captive to
Babylon, ‘ '

. It was' then, principally, that, grown impatient
under the chains of bondage, during that long
ordained captivity of seventy years,: they migrated,
in multitudes, to various regions of the Higher Asia,
Persia, Bactrid, and Inpia (to the last country
more particularly), of which fact recent researches
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made oni' the $pot have obtained for us the most
‘positive eviderice, carrying with them their apcient

and venerable books, which: contained. the remarka

able predictions of Isaiah and Jeremiah, concerning

the promised Messiah, to whom their whole sym-
bolical ritual alluded. Among these, supremely’
eminent in grandeur and majesiy, exultxng piety

enunerates that most solemn and sublimé: ‘predic~

‘tion, uttered by the former of those prophets, and so

pomtedlyalluded to in a former page—that A curep

S$HOULD BE BORN OF ,A_vmcm, AND THAT HIS

'NAME SHOULD BE WONDERFUL, COUNSELLOR,
THE MIGHTY GOD, THK EVERLASTING FPATHER,

THE PRINCE OF PEACE. On the basis of this,

and still more ancient predictions, the history both

of Crishna and Salivahana ‘were, iz part, founded,

in part, 1 say, because I trust in the preceding

pages, it has been in my power to prove, that the

portrait, thus commenced in ancient periods, was
eventually finished with borrowed images from the

gospels, both genuine and apocryphal, which, through _
the channels above pointed out, -in the early ages

of Christianity found their way to- the recesses of

the brahmms.

Thus, -my Lords, have 1 cndeavourca, dispas;
sionately, to investigate a subject of great import-
ance to our national religion, and to annihilate one
source of imaginary triumph to its enemies of the
schools "of Voltaire and Voluey, On this, as on
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former occasions, however deficient in ability, I trust
the praise of assiduity, at least, will not be denied
me; and that the errorsof judgment, wheresoever
they may have occurred, will be overlooked in the
uprightness of intention. ‘

' I have the honour to be,

With the grcdteét deference and respect,
My Lords,
&c. &c. &c.

THOMAS MAURICE.
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