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,: vi~:', ,J, ,~~;p~tD.ci;~\~:l:~l~<t~~~j'L . 
. :: ,,:ersiqn of the C Persian text, ,,,hieh -has!·})ee;ru~:-r.;:uch-: 

::-l. eo~~pted in . th~ course of ages, is ~ue to, an ;~nglish-: 
: "man, Turner Macan. That with 'one exCeption, and 

'a few tentative efforts, no translation or adaptation' 

'"of Firdusi's immortal poemha~ 'i:eappeared~:ht English' 
, i~' c,ertainly strange. The exception is a~' al:>hrevi- ., 

'atedversion of the "Shah, Nameh" 'published' in 

183Shy Mr. James Atkinson. His epitome was, how ... , 
ever, not made from the original poem, hut rr,erely' from: 

./one of the numerous abridgments of it that exist in' 
;II' )ersian. Whether the fault be Mt. Atkinsoll·s',-o.~ ,!h:1t~ 

f his forerunner, it is certain that th~ ,omission 'of 
umerous passages and episodes seriously, injures t4e 

nterest of the tla!~ative. Thisversion':'~'hichis llatf in 

prose, h;jJf 1n :\'erse, alternately arilhitious and :mono

tonous, possesses fe~v attractioll.3 tor the general reader; 
morcover, it ha!; long becn' out' of print..-' I may there-:" 
fore be pcrmitted to hope-that it has been reserv~ 
forme to make more widely ,known some '~f ,the 

immortal beautiest;O'!tai~cd i.n Firdusi's poen( 1 k4 ~ 
pbvious that my design "m'ust have' necessitat.cd. COll-' 

" 'siderable abridgment, b;t I have ~evcr. I think~ o~itt~d, 
. cssentia~portions, and I hop'6that"it:,ha~ n~t v;ufl:ercJ " 

in the process 'oecompression.' I have tried,; 

s to pre~er~e· th~ peculiarities <i. 'Eastern ; 
Cl~liusioJL' \Vith, a view,'to repr~d~cethe'; 
cd~~rilcte'r of the o~igindi,.l'ha;je ~e~tureJ 
, ori~;:jri th~ sll!lpi~ language ~r. the age~of. 
< :.::.~:'~ ~'; ''-,- • "'~.1:: ...... ,: 1 ~ .~' • '~.' 
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Shakespeare and the .English Bible, in order by thus 
.removing them from everyday speech, to re~~ve them 

from the atmosphere of to-day:. . . 
In conclusion, I ha~e ma'ny'd~bts o(gr~titude to 

acknowledge-rl:irst and foremost my warmest thanks 
.' ar~ due to Mr ~Ima. Tadema, RA,for' the value he has 
)I}lparted to my book by his etchings, and for the kind 
"encouragement aild 'sympathy he has given to me (rom 

the tir~t pbnni~g of the work. For encouragement and 

"sympathy I have; abl to thank !pyklnd friend.~f.~. 
Robert Erowning., I ~ am further deeply indebted to' 

, Mr. Eo \Y. Gosse for his prefatory poem as well as f9r 
hj~ 'kindness'; iI~ reading 'the proofs:'~;:~I am also grateful 

." to Miss :Mary A.,·F. Robiriso~ (or ,assistapce hi revisio,u 
I " and for lhe n1ctric~1 versions i~tersp~~d.,."I.ast. but not 

least, I,desire to express my -obligatjcns;;~Mr.Rit:hard., 
~. Gamett ui the .British Muse~iu, tq ~hom Io~~ iny 

first introductio~ t~tl~e beauties of Firdusi. . ,. 
' . 
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;verskm of ' the Pc-rsian text, which, has,' Jjecoru~:-tnudt 
;~ ~o~~pted, in' the course of ages, is due to" an 'EngliSh- : 
, man, Turner Macau. That with, oneeiceptio~,a.nd, 

'a few tentative efforts, no translation or adaptation 

of Firdusi's immortal poe~h~s 's:eappeared_:ill English 
, is' certainly strange. The exception is an' abbrevi- . 

ated version of the "Shah, Nameh" ,published in 

183$ by Mr. James Atkinson. His epitome was,how-. 
ever, not made (rom' the original poem, but merely from 

,~onc o'f the numerous abrldgments of ittIiat exist in " 

)

, )ersian. \Vhether the fault be Mr. Atkinson'i.or'that: 

'f his' forerunner, ,it is certain that the' .p~i~~~ 'of. 
, " 

" umerous passages, and episodes seriously, injures tlle 
" ntcrest ~f t:le nar~ative. TIlls version;:, which is half in 

, prose, h:llf in ·verse, alternately ambitious and :mono
tQnous, possesses few attraction3tor the general reader ; 

, ,morcO\'~r, it has lo~g been- O~lt' of print. ,'I may there." 

"fore be' permitted to hopec-that it has 'been reser~ed 
'for 'me to make mote \videly .kn,?wrl somebf ,the' 

immortal beauties contained inl~i~dusi's poem:;'I,t,i~, 
'pbvious that my. design" inust have' necessitat~d~oll.i 
'siderable abridgment, b~t J 'have ~ever, i thi~k; o~itt(;d, 

, essential,portions, and]: hope;that'it,has n!,>t ~ufi~ercj.' 
\!:oC' ny' In the proces,s 'or ~om, pres~, ,iO, ,n., I h:W,' e ,tried " V es to preserve, the' peculiarities ,of, Eastern 
'tl~lil1sion~' \Vitlt a view',to rcpr~d~c'e the ~ 

''dlarpcte'r ~r th~'~rig~~l, l' have ~e~tured ' 

'orie;;in the simple la~guage o(tJle ag~~of 
,'" ~""l '; ;;. • ... h"" _i :' ~. .-'. 
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Shakespeare and theEngli~h :Bible, in order by thus 

removing them from everyday speech, to te~~ve them 
from the atmosphere of to-day . 
. In conclusio~, I hatrc~ ~nyd~bts o(g~titude to 

ack!,owledg(\l'irst and foremost my warmest thanks 
are due to Mr. Alma Tadema, RA., for tbevalue he has', 

).mparted to my book by his etchings, and for the kind 

encouragement ahd sympathy he has given to me (rom 

the first pL:mni~g of the work. For encouragement and 

'synlpathy I have' aLa to thank'r;ny kind friend,Mr. 

Robert Browning. _, ~ am further deeply indebted to' 

,:Mr.E. W. Gosse Cor his' prefatory poem as well as for 
}\i., -kiridness' in reading the proof~> :<1 am also grateful, 

to Miss l\Iary A. 'F.; Robinso~for assista;llce in revisiQll 
.and (oi the ntetrica'l versions i~terspe~d." ... :i..ast. but not -.... 

least, ldesire to exprc~s my 'obligations'"to' ~Ir.Rir:hard. . 
. Garnet~ of the ,British Museum:, to whom lowe "my ; 
first itltroductio~l' to the beauties .of Firdusi. " ~ 
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INTRODUCTION. 

'[I~' PIes, in the truest acceptation, of the term, 
, are written in the infancy of a race or 

': I lJeople, at a time when national self-con-
_ sciousness has awakened sufficiently to 

take root and blossom,' but before the. 
march of civilization has brought its reason to bear upon 
tradition, and has disentangled myth fro~ reality; in 
fact, has destroyed the very ele,ment that alone makes 
national epics possible. Of such epics the world owns 
but few. Indeed it has been said that there are but six, 
of which two fall to India, the .. Mahabharata" and . ' 

the " Ramayana ; " two to Greece, the" Iliad" and the 
"Odyssey;" one to the North, the" Nibc1ungen Lied;" 
and one'i., Persia, the H Shah Nameh.'· . These six epics 

certainly have this in common, that they are. not the, 
!nveriti~ns of ~Q individual, but are founded on national, 
traditions. 
'The materials o{ an epic are found among all, 
nation~ namely. those traditions, half fact, half fiction, 
concerning national ,hero<'s: whose mighty deeds' are 
handed down from generation. to generation by oral .' . 

" .... '" : 
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tradition. ': ·Suc.l} . only exist during the nart~Iiter:lrt': 

p.ge of a nation,. and. whil~ itjs still in' ·what~.C;.mte 
terms its super~atur;U staie;:~On'ly theri ~ l1ave'·i;-di~..;: 
tion~ thd" true national' ring:and'flaVour,- only_th;rt~ 

• • , '.. < .,~~ ~ •• ~ - ....... , :'w');. 

can they .be . put ·into·form an,<!. preserved '~1bat" 
~ "'. #I'''' " . -.- ... • " ..... -..: '.~ .• 

they reproduc~ for all time that.~fieClI1iar. iIJ.im.i.tap!e-
fragrance, thai: aroma of the' tnildhood "bf' ihe:v.:~ri.rj 
But in order' that they should be.thus· fi~ed:~ti!t~'ee~ft!t 
that at the moment whe~ ~he lay of"then~ti~cJ)~rd.isi 
growing silent or corrupt/.there sh{)Uld arist:!~a·PQet,.· 
great, large-hearted,national enoughto;:~\'eld~int~.·~~.~ 
organic whole the tang-led' masS . or'lradjt1ODi~,..hb 
having one fout'firmly planted ~ponthe grouncf.o[the 
past, re~ts with the other upon' thegr~und "'~fhfs'''o,\'o 

. time. Such poe'ts are ~are';it is th.~ieiore' th~t i.r,~e:e~~: 
are rare also. It is the same t1u:ooghoutall things in 
life. Only when the manalld. th~ m~melltmeet:~~ 
great things be achieved. Now, ainong'the iicant;';~mbe,,: 

. of true epics is enrolled" a~. we 'l1ave" seen; 'the," Shah 
'Nameh," or Book of Killg~,thepoem·. that embodies 

.' th~ early history ·o( the' great empir~. or:,'th~ "1?;;~j,!-n;; 
It is ,strange that, except to scholars, this epic is aImo;t; 
unkn~{vn, and' yet. it. in: nowise yields to', ~110se ;!pore' 
familiaI\in dignity and fire f it r~t1ects ~ n'~d~n's:nre'~' " .. ,,'\. -.......... 
truly as tllat which- Homer sang or the Nor):hefll Skalds 
recited, ,,\ "._. •. . ........•. ~ . ' 

: As the Gr~~k national.epic has beCome identified wlt~ 
~e name of h?mer, 50 has ,the ·persia\i.v,·I.th· that '9~ 

of .;' - t ' " .;, . ~'. _ ., .. ; .... ~ .~.... ,t w .. 



INTRODUCTION.-" ~ " xiii 
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J'irdusLVarious 'persian kings had attempted to gathe" 
juto on~ sheaf th~ blades -of tr .. Jition that were scattered 
broadcastover the land. Nouschirwan caused them to 

:becall(;d from all ends oC his kingdom, and Yezdejerd, 
the last king of the Sassanian race, ordered these materials 
{o be arranged. That -Persia, a land of such vast extent, 
such great conquests .. owning_liuch ~plendid monuments, 
should bi! rich in epic traaitions is not amazing. These 
.traditions were preserved by the Dikhans, who; accord· 
;lng to ) uies Mohl, held rank analogous to thai: of th~ 
English ~oullty families, and jealously guarded the songs 
'<lad legends that told of the great deeds done of old 
by their ,ancestors. Hardly was this collection com
pleted than there followed the Arabian conquest of, 
Persia,"the conquerors_ as' ,usual striving to obliterate' 
among the conquered, all memory of their ancient 
grandeur and trad~tions. The Persian faith had to give 
way to the Arabian; and it seemed as though the Kali
phate had, crushed out of existence the ancie'nt Iranian' 
,!ife. ,nut by-and:by Came. signs' that 'showed that the ' 
111fotle of the Kaliphs ~as not 'firmly fixed, and this" ' 
'wea}(nesll t:ncourageJ the: Persians' to bring abotlt 'a 
':~;aQlor:i'fi favour of their' nation.:Various princes of 
,Irani .. ~ ljneage declar~d themselves independent of their 
A;'a~$uzerain, In order ~o rally around them the 
interelt:of tbe people, and t6 revive enthusiasm for th~ir 
n~tiveji~d, th'~y fell back- with subtle wisdpm ,upon the 
-ancienftraditio,is of the natioILlt was then that the 
, , ~"'" 



M55. ~ollated under the' 5;'ssa~ian~ ~ere ~emeinbered. 
These lVI55. meantime had gone through m"a~y vic:i~i':' 
tudes, havini'been condemned to be burned ~t~he N .. bs. 
having been lost and dispersed, and, finally, it i';satJ:.,' 
found their way to Abyssinia, and hence through ' 

India back to Persia. -Be this;;~iLmaY.'at tl~e time 
. ~, J.. . • 

that ·the throne of the Kaliphswas. tottering, yariouli 
versions of the old half-mythic~l 'history onieroi~ Persi~ 
were attempted, though none fulfilled all requirements,' 
because none 'owned th~t ineffable spirit of .. true~'pic 
'verse which could alone fire the imagination of-a people. 

It was during the reign and under the regis of Mahmoud 

of Ghaznin that'the Persian national epic first. t()o~Iha~ 
shape which allowed its creator to s~y that he had penned 

• -,' ->-

SI,an ever wash away, what men ... 
Unborn shall read o'er ocean wide. ~ >-

,-
.- ~. .. .~ 

Mansur ibn Ahmad, for this is th~ r~;l ri~meof ollr ; 
'" .. 

poet, was born at Tous in Khorasan of a Dikha~,family, "'" 
The exact date of his birth cannot be determined. 
Moh1 places it about 1010. Indeed :ali our' knowledge' 

.. ,.. , "~" 

concerning Firdusi is somewhat obscure. Tradition 
reJates that when he was born his father in "a'-drei;-n" 

, saw the infimt standjng~th his "face. to. the \.:~;i:"~d' > 

,I .' • 

lifting up his voice, the echo of ~~iCh 'reverberated :from 

every, quarter of the globe .. On awaking hep.ppliecLt\4.... 
. .. ,,'., ~. ""~~ .. -. 

an interpreter to expound this dream, and was told that:: 
the fame of his son ~nd his poetical talent:s'w~uid be, 
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"the them~ of the universe. Whether this induced the 
Jo father to g-i\'e his blly the best education the plaCe and 

;time could afrvrd cannot be ascertained,' but it is cert~ill 
,that he did so. The boy .was soon known for hi3 

,ardent application to, learning, and foc' his' poeticai 

; ;:;ift.s, which were ea.r1r perc~ived and fostered.' He was 

." known, foo, thrQughout Tous for his fondness for sitting 

. and dreaming for hours beside the canal that flowed 

through his father's ground3.Thiscan,,1 W;tS destined 

to playa large part in the history of the poet It was 

, fed by the river that watered Tous~ but at times it would" 

, ruc dry owing to inundations that carried away the 

, earthen dykes that formed the river's channel The 

, boy often beheld the d.~truction that resulted, and it 

: became his ardent wish that the dyke might be built of 
, :;tone. .. " And this 'wish was accomplished by his mt:ans, 

though he did not live to See it Little is known of the 

I' ca~lie; y~r5 of Firdusi's ,life except that he married at 
.",.. . " . 
; about the age of twenty-eibht, and that he was early 

,'~ng-aged in versifying th~ 'traditions of his nation. These 

pocnu,'he :;ppears to ha-.re, recited to his felJow-towns-. .'. . ... :".. . . 
, rUeD,' audlt was perhaps tlwmg ~othem that the fame of 

:- F~rdasi's poeticat gifts spread to Ghazni'n. Mahmoud 

be4:'riS to have b"cu ont:, of the 'most acco;nplished 
(. , ... ',:. . 
m,)tiarchs'that ever sat upon an Eastern throne.' . His 

, , CO:I:t,was the seat of the M:'Jses~be patronized poets both 

, from ~'genuine Jove ofl~tte~ and for his political purposes. 

I Sc,:n ~pccts were, aIready ,~r.gaged by him to put int() 

• < ~ • 
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verse the annals of thci"rersian Enipire; of which his' 
library containe4 theU1QSCcompl~l:e existillg reco~ds. ~ . 
wheu..jt chanced·that he hea.rd that',this task wa&oeing~~. 
attempt;d b~ i native'of To~: whc~ however, hid coIil~'
to a ~ta.nds.~il1 for lack of material Thus it h~pp~nid . 
that '1iahm~iid ·'·arid Firdusi came together,' each 
havingplannclL:a. "ilalional poem-ullkQown to thi,'~ 
other, the -one h'aving the~gifts, the oth~r the ~att~r: :' Ii'" 
was some time, however, befor~rirdusi conquered' the 
royal fav9ur, for: his brotb~r .. p<?':ts were jealous of him 
artd prejudiced .themon~rch.· ~.'fhance came to his aid . 

. 'To cause him puOJic discomfitu.re ~e, was challenged to 
tind a rhyme to a word suppi:-~sed to have:.none, and 
brilliantlr. defeated...his enemie,.. . He was the~--Called' 
upon to hnprovis~ a poe~ -bef~re .the S~ltan, and ac
qui'tted himself so well that Mahmoud lutnedto:.h:llj.~. 
saying, "You have ~ade my (~Wt.as resplendent'as 
}'irdus?' {i.c;:-paradise). Fro~;'-that::'day the 'poetbad 

gained' the roral favo~r, and he?ceforth·w~to be ~now.n 
to the world as-Firdusi, ie. th:e,Paradisiacat..o:: He'wai'_ 
intrusted with, the eiec~tion of tile H Boo~ ~£ J<i1')gs.'" 
'Rooms were set apart for him ;'in the royal pata~~; ;~«y: ' 
facility for work,wasaf(ord~JulU..and for --ft.m~ ~(; 
sunned himself in the ~oyai fa,,;oui.The Sultaifpoutvd" 

• . ' . -"~'~ . - . /_~ ..... ::: ....... ..t. 

gifts upon him, and further offered.to besto\v upon him .... 
'We I <.~._ .... ~. ' '0_ •• 

a thousand pieces of gold fl()r .. ~ach thousarrd.:uistichs.·· 
Firdusi, however, prayed that this tnoney migJ~t;U;t 'h.~; 
given to him until his great '"ork w~ compiet~~o~': 

. " t ' \ "," ~, ..... ,. IC"""'-'" ~ 
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Jrished to thhk that at the end of his labours he might. 
~~unt 'u-p;~ a sufficient 'sum to "realize the darling wish oC . 

'1~ life, the erection oC a dyke thatshould save his native 
bwn from inundations; Thus it came to pass that Fir
lUsi's glorious epic was the result of royai patronage, 
ItS" ! - --,., . -. . • . 

Uld was the work of lI. poet laureate, two circumstances 
hat usually'qU'e'nch poetic power. But the poet was to 

~am, as his·suCCC550rs Spenser and Tasso learn~d. what 
he royal PsalmUit already' knew; that; it~iS vain to put 

~nfidence in princes." The, favour accorded to Firdusi 

~d made him many eu~~i~!l during the twelve years . . . ... ~ 

te- rcsil1ed at the Court of l\hbmoud, and when, after, 
htrty-three years of labour'~ he was able to' lay his great 
) . . -. 
~ork, completed, at the fee1 ~f the Su~ta.n. it W:1.3: to meet 

lith contumely~ .: •... _ .r" '. • '.' . 

; Thc~poem contributed bJr Mr. Gosse to this yorume 
..." -.;f ." ,.kes up the thread of the ptet's life from this poil1.t, and' , .' 1 .. ' . 
~e need not therefore. go ov~V the.grouIJ~ again. What 

I;: has ·not' toid 'us is that 'the long:de1ayedpaymeqt . 
I' - -. . . " 
I ~ac;. offtred to Firdusi's only daughter, whQ rejected._ 
I ~at which had been tefLL<red 1:0 her fathet.,:;- A relative:, 

bwever, accepted tl;e-:g-;ld, a'nd b~iit with.it the dyke' . 
~ , .. . I '. " . 
~rdusi had dreamed of, and a house of refuge fol' 

~velters. Ti~~.h~ I.ong Si!1Cf destroyed both elTlbank
!ent ant! refuge; but the It ShlahNameh" will remain, 
hd ioust remain, his monumellt to the end of time. , 

~iill ~uite recently 'a,'~u'poI~ of blue gl~zed tiles ~as 
l~~n to travellersat'Tous as !the tomb 'Of firdusi. ~ It 
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verse the annals'of the '"1';rsian ~Edipire. of which, his ' 

library contain~ the nla.sr:-cOmple~;e existl;lg'reco~ds", 
whell.jt chanced'that he heard, that .this task wail bein~~ 
attempt;d by a natjve~ of Tou~:whc; howeVer> hi~c6tlle, 
to a stalld~i11 for la.ck of material, Thus it happened 
that 'l\i:ahm~ud'and Firdusi' ~ame together,' .each 

having planllcl:t~·a·~il.ali~:)Jlalpoem uuk~own "tClth:' ..... . ~ ". ~ .. ~. ~ 

other, the one having the gifts, ~~ other the maUer. ~ It 
was some time, however, befor~firdusi conql,lered 0 the 
royal fav9ur, for' his brother. p~I"::tS were. jealous of !tim' 
altd prejudiced the mon~rch. "'Chance came to his a.id, 

, 'To cause him puQ!ic discomfitu.l'e he was challenged to 

tind a rhyme to a word sUPIK'/sed to' have: none, and 
brilliantl)· defeat~d..his" en~iC!' .. 'He was the~<Cal1ed' 
UpOll to improvise a poem befor:e the S~ltan, and ac
quitted himself ~o well that Mah'moud turned ,to~htm.":: 

"... ," ",J- • 

saying, "You have olade my Court,as resplendent as 
Firdus ';,(i,I,;'Paradise). Fro~~·that..:.day the 'poet had 

gained the royal favour, and henceforth \\'305 to be ~nown 
to the world as,F~dusi, ie. tii.~bradisiac~t.-': He 'w~' 
intrusted with the exec~tion 9fthe .. Book ~iJ(ings." 
~ooms were set apart for hitn'~l the royal-pala~.:~·.e;"~:: 
facility for work was' arrorded~hiJll, and for , .. time he' 
sunned himself i~ the roya1.fa}:o'ur:'-The Sultaif~ou~'" 
gifts upon him. and furthe'r offercd.t~ ~to~\~ til)O;{hi~: 

. '" ""-~-' ",. 
a thousand pieces of gold fu,,~ach thOtJsa!lrl~i.&tich~: 

Firdusi. however, prayed that this tnoney miit~tJU;tQ~"' 
given to him until his great '~ork was c:;omplet~iPt1ie 
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}'ishegto think that at the end of his labours he ~ight, 
'- .,..... ',:}; . . 

l:ount 'upon a sufficient "sum' to realize the darling wish of' 

11i~ life, the erection of a. dyke that sho~ld save his native 
town from inundations,,' Thus it came to pass that Fir

:ausi's glorious epic was the result of royal patronage, 
~nd "iasthe work of "a. poet laureate, two "circumstances 
,that usual1y'qu~nch poetic power. But the poet was to 

~arn, as his successors Spenser al}d Tasso learned, what 
the royal Fsalmist' already knew, that it~is vain to put 
~,"fidctlce in princes." Th~ favour accorded to Firdusi 

had made him many eu~Q:ii~s d~ring the twelve years 
tie rc:>iJed at the Court "of Mahtrioud, and when, after 
thirly-tlu'ee years of labou~~ he was able to'lay hiS great 

~vork. completed, at the fee; ?fthe Sultan, it was-to meet 
with contumely. ", _:, , ' 
, ..", 1/.' .. \ ... _,' 

: Thc"poem contributed bJr Mr. Gosse to this volume'· 

takes'up'the thread of the ptt's life fromthis poil'!,t, and' 
we need not therefore go oVff the .grouIJd again~ What 
be ha~,not told us is that!~he Iong:de1ayedpaymen,t ._. 

y.ras ,offt:red to Firdusi'i -ollly daughter, ~hQ rejected .. · 
, ~hat which 11ad been tefl.L'red.:~to her father::-~ A relative;., 
however, accep't~d tJ;~i;ld, atld bt':"{it withit. the dyke' 
". . - 'I" . 
Firdusi 'had dreamed of, and a house of refuge for 

~avdlers ..•. Ti~~ has.long.si!1c!~ de*oyed both embank~ 
rnent and. refuge; but the" Shah Nameh" will remain. 
-. " I ' and must remainf his monumelnt to the end of time. 

~.' tm qu!te recently a'c'upoI~ of biue gl,,\zed tiles ~as 
sil~wn to traveller,;atTous.as(the tomb of Firdusi. : It 
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'- .' -"), 
verse the annals of tJ;~ ..y;rSi~u'~ Enlpire, of which bis" 

library containe,d the lliOSCwmpl~~;e existing 'reco.d~~ • 
wheo.jt chanced that he heard that',this ta~k wail bein;;~ 

, attempt~ by a: native' of T~~~~\.'hc. howev:er, ~d c~6e,~ 
to a standgill for lack of material Thus it happcll(.d 
that 'l\iahm~ud," and Firdusi came together,' each 

having planned. a~ila.ti?nal , poem ·ullk~own ,to 'th~.~; 
other, the one h'aving the gifts, th: otller the matt~r. :' it .' 
was some time, however, beforc:firdusi conquered'the 

royal fav9ur, for his bro~er, !l<?'~ts wl!rejealous of him' 
add prejudiced the monarch. -Chance carne to his aid. 

"To cause him pu~ic discomfiture he was challenged to 

find a rhyme to a word suppe.sed to h,l.\'e', none, and 
brilliantl)". defeat~d.his enemie; .. ' He was th~'CaIIed' 
upon to improvise a poem before the Sultan, and a<> 
qui'tted himself so well that Malt'mond lurned t~·htm.~, 
saying, "You have n;ade my (:O~~as resplendentas 
}'irdus ',' (i.6.:·Paiadise). Fro~~' th~t..:.day the ·poethad 

gained the ro)'al favour, and hencet'orth'wa5l.J b<& known' 
to the world as: Firdusi, i,e. lil.i: :ParadisiaCill'" liew;.s:-, 
intrusted with the cxec~tion of the "Book ~i J(~gs.'~ , 

-Rooms were set apart for him 'in the rOY31pal.l~e;~~·ClT:" 
facility for work was' arrorded~him,and for '. time ~e ':, 
sunned himself i~ the royal fa~;our: The 'Sultait·~u;:'-:. 

'. - -'" ". .o ...... ·.;, ........ .....r 

gifts upon him, and further offered, to bestow' upon hini~' 
a thousand pieces of gold f~r, each -th;;!<and~~ch~"; 
Firdusi, however, prayed ~ha~ this rnoney mii~f.11Ot,R~.i 
given to him until his great 'work was comp1et~.iPr1l .. : 

/" .. f·'"' .. __ ... "J'tII,<1 .... ~ ... ~ • 
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t wisllcd to think that at the en1 6f hi3 labours he might, 
(count'up;n a sufficient 'sum to' realize the darling wish of 

: hj~ life, the erection of a dyke tllat should save his native 

town frum inundations; Thus it came to pass tlIat Fir
: dusi's glorious epic was the result of royal patronage, 
: dnd' ,,:as 'the work ora. poet laureate, two circumstances 

:' that usually'qu;m~h poetil~ power. But the poet was to 

, learn, as hi.> ~l1cccssors Spe1l3er and Tasso learned, what 

: the royal F3alalist already knew; tb.'at it '~rs vain to put 

1 ~nfidence in princeS. Thi;: ravour accorded to Firdusi 
~ _. .. 
; had made him' many eucQliec; during tlle twelve years 

i he rc.:,iJed at the Court 'of l\!:th~oud, and when, after. 

; thilty-tl'.1ee rears of labour', he was able to lay his great 

~ work, completed, at the fee~ of the Sultan. it WOls-t,;, meet 

;: \\'ith contumely. ~ .. _. ~ ! 

i Thcpm contribUted bj1 Mr. Gosse to this volume 

~takesup'the thread of the p'~oet's life from this poiI],t, and' 
l we need not therefore go o\'~'!l" thegrougd again. \Vhat 
f ~ ,,,,, A'" ' 
"he ha~not toid us is that ,the Jong~de1ayed 'paymeqt 
: was o£rered to Firdu;,i's only daughter, whQ rejected" 

that '.I. hich had been reflL';ed, ,~O her father,;" A relati\·~. 

; ~owe",.er. acceFted. the' g~ld, ~nd b,~iit with. it the dyke' 

;l'irdusi' had ureamed oi, and a house of refuge for 
~ . -. .. 
rtra\'ellers. Time has long si!1ce destroyed both embank-
\! ." - - ' # 

l ment aIlll. r"iuge, but the .. Shah Nameh" will remain, 

~ ~;!d m'~~trcmain, his monument to the end of time. " . 

> 'Till qu:te recently I\,cupola; of blue gl~zed tiles was 
r s11~~n t~ travene;s;t~ Tous aas jtlIetornbof F,irdusi. . It 
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appears that he was buried in a gat-den, ~n'd' a character

istic story of his burial 'is pre~erVed. showing .. that 
intolerance and fanaticism .. re ~he same, ill aU ages: 

The Sheik had l'efus~d to read the customary prayers 
over Firdusi's grave because the poet l1ad spent his li.fo? 

praising the false religion of nre. But a dream ·was 

vOuchsafed to himin which he "beheld Firdusi enthroned 
upon a seat of honour in' Paradise. He marvelIed~t 

this and questioned. Then· an. angel told' him·tlut 

Fjrdusi enjoyed great favou~ in the sight of God for 
his poem, ami that he would have earned ilds ir'only 

fat one couplet therein; and :the'h,,"'~nly vlsicll then 
rccitl:d Firdusi's lines in praisc:' of God:~: 

.. Thou art wh .. ,te'er exists, ah'Jve, belw. 
What is, Thou art i what Thon art •. 'wlw un know?" 

Th~\ 'ang~l of the Sheik's. ,jreanisho\~·ed fine critical 
perceI:ti'on in i-;is\~buke. Not..;;ng, more, distinguishes· 
the" Shah N ameh oJ than t¥ tor".:'-of' to,;e religion that 

perva1es it It is f~:e from: all·:'~yth~logYJall supersti· 
tious rites; there is \:no notic~ anywl:.ere of a, religious 
~eter.l0ny. The' 01:;' 'pd~51~~ Eith wassinrrularlv .. ' '\ \ ~, _ J 

simp;e, pure; and str~n'k, a!1,d it is wonderful hm~'coUl
pletely the l\1ahommeda~;' Fird~s~ has apprehended it 

~nly here and there, qUia~·a~~l-t/, the Mussulm~n pee~s 
rorth. , 2 -' " . 

• 1 • f ' ~ , 

Many, long and learn a,e the, disquisitions wtitten 

by ~riental ,scIlOlars upon fit} ·genes~.,cf the legends that 

form the: basis, ~r the (I.l~t11 ~a~~h;'f b,ut as, these 

,.L.:'1.'. 
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authoritk5 cliffe; wid()Y from c,oe another, it is not 

needful for us to follow their devious paths here, where 
. ' I ~, 

we desire 0111y to deal with that which has sprung from 
these obscure sources.~' Be their origin what' it may, we 

possess thc pocm; which happily is a. reality, and a 

,magnificent one. Sufficic!1t for us thqt what Scc111und 

Sigfusson did for the poe~'ns of the Skalds, reconstruct
ing'tht::m and s;lving them from destruction, Firdusi 

did for the traditions ~)f his. land. It would lead 
us too, far in this Introduction to. trace the many' 
and cll!ious analogies that exist between, this poem' 
and Westem ~raditions. but! to students of comparative 

, I _ • . l:,. 

.mythC'lo,;}' here'should~, pe a rich field.--Thus ,to 

inJicate a fe\v: Rusten1, with his dying strength 

shoots ~t his mU"rdcrer •. likL Siegfried flinging his ~pear 
at Hagen's shield.; The s~oryof Saiawush is the old 
talc ~f rha:dra and" BipVo1rtus. The ~ombat' of a 
father with his unkllow~ 'S~\l meets us at mail;' tU1:its,., 
not.1hlyin the" Hildebrand r.,ied.",, Mr. Matthew Arnold,-,' 
. i;; hi~. fine poein" Rust~r;n'~aDd Sohrab," misses one of ' 

;,the'n;ost exquisjtl!:point~,'~ting, to his having d~;i~ed 
Iii,. :;~ory, not from . .Firdusi~J!ircct" but from a corrttpt'._, 

\·c!sioilf Thc ,labOU:r~ of Rt:~ten'},~e~~ll those",of Her- \ 

,:ule1. And wliel}"it, is ~o,-ri(.ii1 mind t~(-theepic is 
contemporaneous with ~thei', ';h::.nson de Rol<:nd II it, is 

. " .' .,. ,·f.. '. ._ . .1 

curious, to note that.notwitr~tanding such vast ·ditT..:r4 

, 't:nc::~s.,?( titn~: lllllpla~ 8oin'any analogie~ occur with 
·tl,~e tales cf Charlemagn'1 a~rltheKuig-hts o( the,Ro~nd ' , 
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Table. There existed in those clays in Persia a sort 
of feudalism that brought about ~nalogous conditions. 

The Iranian Pehliva much resembled the knights of 

the \Vest; honour too was his h~ghest aim, his steed his 
, I 

friend, his weapons his greatcs~' treasure. The Simurg' 
has been deemed the origin-of :the Griffin, which found 

its way into Europe through the writings of the 
Spanish Arabs, but got transmuted from a beneficent 

being to a' terrible beast. T~e tamarisk branch fatal 

to Isfendiyar recalls the mistletoe that destroyed 
Baldur, and so forth. 

The Book or Epic of Kings has for its theme the rise, 

combats, and death of the Persian nationality. Con
tention is said to be the needful foundation of an epic, 

and here we find it ,in full vigour, though in this case 
the combatants arc two ra~es, two civilizations, and 
two worlds. The seen\! of f action of this vast poem 
is Central Asia; it is an inland, mainland epic, and 

in this respect alone differ;, widely from its compeer.:>. 
, . 

It sings a people extendin~ their dominion from the 
Caucas t '.Ito the Hindoo I-toosh;, its theme is the old 

, , I 

·Persian dvilization, the culb.ls of firf., sung by adescen-
dant oC those who overt~rew th~:i ·worship. 'It was 
given to Firdusi to new create the' Persian nationality 

; I' . 
and blend into one conqucn;>rs and conCJ.uered. Adum-, 
bra ted by poetical and popular lege~ds, we learn 
in the "Shah Nameh'" the wars of ,th~, peoples that 
succeeded each other in the Persian Empire. Thus 
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~e history ofZohak' probably represe,?ts the invasion ~ 

cf ~ome Semitic peo,' t into Iran; tbecombat of th.e 
descendants of Tut" pinst those of lrij signifies the 

10r.g wars waged by • .be kings of PeNia against the 

r artar an.j Scythian p.!Oples of the !lorth._ wars signa

lized by m .. ny vicissitudes. "And thi3 Z~hak is held by 

!"Orne to be the Nimrod !,f' t.'J.e Hebrews; Kai Khosr.m' 

is identified as the Cyra.; of the Greeks; Gushtasp, the 

Darius Hystaspes; Isfe;,diyar, the Xer~es; while the 

fabuloU5 lengths of thereigm; of the varicu~ kings are' 

hdd to represent period!! in the histo'ry' of Persia; - : .. ~.r" 
This may be so, but' l~ is best t() Tegard th":: ~l &! 

Xamch" once fQr all as history clouded by fabl.c. ;o~". 
dismiss its earEer hale asl~i~g as'historicallY obs~~re~;; , 
the time tl)at' preceded-jte Tr()jan war, It t-';e;' n~ 

~like tIle" Iliad'," deal witt. 'one single grand (ventr bu~ 
" 1 consists of a series of nam tives beginning with fabu!ous ' 

times and goi~ downtci. 'the pc;riod w~en the ora civi-c 

fu..'1tion gave place to Isla~ /S~ , 
- ,; f. .. 

But if unity is wanting in:'1cts,lt is there in ideas; ar>d 

if the" Shah Nameh'! !lecmito ,;resent ,,~!-;oUS heroes, it 

ha~ in !'c:'lity but o~e, a.:'1~.:th3t· Iran, the nath-e land of 
the'singer an~ the sung, ,"'the- p.:Jem falls, however, into 

1 - " 

two very sh.1rpI)'.markeQ~ uivision~ probably unde-
signed by its a,'uthor, Lut . ullpossihle tolgllore. The: 

':-cue e~ding with, the ,deatt,' of Rustem is ilJe true 

epic, l&! s~ond 'i$"a ~~re llOetical chronicle in which 

facts are vf~n' transmuted '; by Firdusi's patriotism. -. - , 
~ . 



Thus Alexander the Crt'eai, acC(,miing to him; is:not 

the conq~eror of Persia, but ,.:JJ?ersian king. ',In this 
second half Firdusi still shows ~Jshes o'f his old poetic 
power and vivid imagination, Hut the whole is tamer •.. 

:1'\ 
mQre fragmentary, pervaded I~,. a' more serious tone. 
He is singing of the disasten'; of his nation; the old 

heroes are dead, the old might is inclining to its fall 

But whether as a part or a ~vhole, few works have so 
many claims to interest, whether as a poem, a history, 

,or a record of laws and Ctlstom'i; for though chronology 
<"q,D.d geography are constantly. violated, it is none the 

,.§ a faithful picture, reproduCing if not the facts, the , ' 

.• I'rit of a land closely connected both with sacred history 
!r ., 

. 'ld classical associations. y.et eVen in its own country 
te immense '"xtf'nt of the~ork has been' analmt)St 

I'msuperableobstacle to itspopularity~. -This. however, 

applies more to the second il.ut, for.we are also told that 
the earlier tales of Firdusi~(e in th~ n'lOuth of the rudest 
Persian. As the Venetian~{gondoliers have been heard, 

to sing the vers~s of Tass(t, so the common people of 
Persia cite Firdttsi. It is ~~'Jrther told that in our own 

days they marched to battie against the Tu~co~ans 
~ 

repeating his verses. The ,Ipopularity of his tale, is· 

5ufficientiy shown by t1le faA that towns and villages to 

this day bear the names o( his heroes. In Mazinderan 
no less tllal.f three hill1dr~dvillaf:es are called Rustem .. 
More modern tradition na/:rates that when. tile province' 

9f. Seistan ~w~s de~;3.state~', by Tamerlane,': a voice' was . 
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heard, cryil1~ to the'mady::?f Rustern; It Arise~ Ji(t up thy 
h;'ad from out of th., sepulchre, and"behold how i,ta:n is 

fal:;;n into theh~nd. of trine e~e~ies, even into the 
~ ha!W9 of the jnenuirura:~.'l "It wa~ d~emed that '~ven 

,'~ frclub::yund the gr.f\'p the very name of T)Jran .Fould 

... arOllse tht: warlike ire. 'i->f the' Iraniall> champion ; Jor the 

, combat of the:good. ~d evil prjn~iple" that dua.1i~rn' 
.. 'v. hich i~ the fcu~atl.oJi.of the, Zoroastrian 'th~~logy;ls'~ 
. also the soui of Fir(l;l~i's' ~em. Iran is througho~t 

-'j,kntiJied with ligh~; it~ the kingd~~ of ligilt;asT~Il". 
is the kimrdOIH of da;K'ncss. As the IsraelItes deemed:: 

. thernsdvc; th~'champiolls'of'Jehovah, so< tile i~a?ians,~ 
re~~rJeJ 'thcn.;~dves aS'the soldiers of Ormuid, W11i1~" 
Ahtimau aided. the troo~~ofT~an,:., A~d ~y men'o(' 

.T1.I::;m the Persians ~eant aU' fair' peoples, For 'the. 
,:--Persians hated white,'it wa,\o th(''''In a Coiaut antagimisti~' 
, tJ th! su;; ricnce~ tlle; si\:~k of whit~~ Deevs, and' Sa~~ , 

~' .rastS forth his ~n asaChil!i# of the evil on~ because. hie; 

. h.Jds' \\'4it~, A~~~rdjng t;!' erodotus, they'~\:en chase~:: 
white pi6'<!oWl asj)ariahs,oull f.their borders.. . _ '-' . 

, ~'. Th~rc £c(ta:nly' is:f~~fi~[ty;andsitnplicity ~bout" 
, th,e WO;dlip. :Q(~j~e that ~a)fe~ ;i,t a. suitable: ~asis for , 

"an~i~; tllere'~i~~a.:wild,;~ia:nde.ui.>'';.' fi,tn'ess)11 the" 
aUOfAtiol1 'of,~.' pelfy,, th~lougb., Hisollwst' brilliant-' 

::.~ ~~eatfcJl~;, ~he' sun, the di~pe~\er o{ light, _~f,? ,a~d joy." 
;.,W~. fed th~,work ,to be'':6rie written. in.a:-ccrup~rx.:oC~ 
~'~~t.re:;-!i~'(fiff~~t.:in ,1~ ~,respCcirro~'. the;'Nor;,?-: 
; ,;. ~fd~d~" and th~ "NibcluilS~~t\ Lied," that ate Pt:·ri~dAe.~.; 
• '~:?'; .:.~.~ ~~ .• ': ~~; .::,\' •. .. '._J.' •• ':-.' :.. ·""1'~"""·"'''''_·,~. 
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by the rude, chill atmosphere, ~\~ watery sunlight of 

the north. Heine has said of the ~ fibelullgen Lied," that 
it is a poem hewn out of granite.~ pf the" Shah N ameh" 

, it might be said that it is carv~ out of marble. It is 

more luminous, more polished. : ;l,\!oreover, it has b:en 
more touched by civilization. There is nothing that is 

austere about it, as is so often the case with the older 
poems, removing them from our modern sympathies. 

The" Shah Nameh" is pervaded by an antique grandeur 
mingled with what might be ca~ed a modern spirit, but 

which is III reality the expressi(ln of its intense truth to 
human nature, the element that renders it of and for all 

time. The colossal figures of its heroes and their super-, 

human actions are presented, with a force and realism 

that deprive them of all preterylatural semblance. Indeed, 

like Homer, Firdusi rarely: introduces -a truly super
natural mechanism, and when he ,does employ it his 

~ , 

grave straightforward mal1her, his energetic simplicity, 

free from all or,iental elxgg,erat, ion" an, d. W!:in, !Sica, lity, 
force us to believe while re read. We are no~ ,~u_mb:-
founded when the ass 0" Balaam lifts ,up his'voice, 
neither are we astonishe ; when Rakush speaks. Th~ 

Persians were a less imag,'uative people1:han the Greeks 
and the Indians, though' :n some rt;spects akin to both, 
,and this is admirably ,.reen in Firdusi'; pages. He 

disdains all bizarrerie, ,all strained metaphors; the 

usua! sin of Orie~tals.' llis imagination is removed 

~,J~O~l' extrava~~nce, and l' th~u~h he has few equals ' 

.. ' ,. ,: 
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in (uIness and varie~y of imagery, his sltlliIes are 

concise and stril:ing. ~ The absence of "such profuse 

"ornam~nt, as we find: in later Persian poets, makes' 

Firdusi more like "a writer of the \Vestern world. Like 

Homer, he sings a rude time of personal valour; like 

Homer, he writes of the heroic age of his country. Hence 

he unrolls before. us ~lternate scenes of carnage, of 

banquets and splendoil~ of love passages and adventures, 
all told with an inv~ntioh now rapid and exuberant, now 

sober and subdued. Like Homer, he too nods at times; 
\ " 

but this is rare, and it is rather a cause for marvel how 

he maint:lins such a constant height of excellence. 

The reason is that he repr~sents and embodies, and is 
in tum borne along anCl supported by, the spirit of his 
.nation; and the spirit of a great people. ~o long as it is 

not fatally .1ep;enerate, is lli<:C a great or.ean, which has, 
indeed, its partiai and altern'ate ebbs and flows, but is 

substantially, and as a whole, ever equal and the same . 

. 
j.., 

~ "" ~I " . ·"tI 1 
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FIRDUSI'\ IN EXILE. 

L 

Now God who Barnes t~e buckler of the sun, 

And lights that lamp ~r heaven, the glorious moon. 

I n the proud breast of Mahmoud had begun' 

To stir remorse, and, like the loud typhoon, 

Shame blew his thoughts in gusts about his soul, 

Remembering tbat old man whose sandy shoon 

Pre;sed the low shores wacre distant waters roUt 

And all his wrongs, and unrequited boon. 

n" 

For, greatest poet whom the Iworld contains, 

Firdusi, on whose tongue tJ,e swcet First 
Sounded like whi'spering lea(3~e ~ht'n it rains, 

\\"ho loved the ancient king~\, and learned to see 
Their buried shapes in vision One by one, 

And wove their deeds in lovt~y minstrelsy, 

For all the glory tbat his name had won 

To I'ersi~ Was in exile by the,sea. 

" 

'. 
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In vain through sixty thousand. ilerses.j:JeaT:·":~. , 

" • ._ "I." _. "., 

Hc'<;ang of fcuds and battlE'!,{"iend·anqf(;e~:'·'" 

Of the frail heart ~f l~ous. sp';~~t with fear, . 

. And Kai KJ~osrau who van~:ihed in the'sno;' 

A~d w'}lite-haitedZal who wo~i the sec~~tbye ' 
0'£ Rlldabch ~here water-HUes blow, 
. . ' ." - ! . 

And.lordliest Rustem, anned 1'>1 gods above 

, With every power and v~l~e' mOl'lals know, 
. ~. ,. ~" ". ,,-.... \.? . ,-" .• -I~ '~:.; •. :. 

,I' 
: IV,"·' 

f. ~.' 

In vain these stories of the gO(,llike kill;;S, 

, . 

Whose bodies were as bras;" their hearts as f.re, . 

This verse that centuries with. wasting wbgs .. ', 
Will nevp.r harm, thong!} men with gods cOn~pilf:"";', : 

Iu vain 'tlu{good .. FirdusT, full :of years, _.. ,,, ''':: 

Inscribed this'tl'easme to his Shah's desire ;: 

For l\Iahmoud, 'h~edlcss of I,he poet's lears, . 

. Forgot his oath, nor ga}~e the pro~i~ed hire. ": 

.y.> 1- ... 

. . \~ .', 

For each sonorous',v'cl'se~)ne piece of gqid': 

. Such was the promisJ~hat the Shabhad made, 

But when the g~OriOllS PfrCect taJe :was ,to"I~>, . 
The file of laden elephants delayed.; .,' , 

Fer Hasan, that black J.emon, held the ear"· 

Of Mahmoud, and ~I ke tenderly, and said; 
"The end of this old' ,\II, my lor<t is nea~; , 

~or gold let silver i :~he s~ck~ ,be ~ei:;~." 
:... ~-;.'k .!_~ '. -" 

. ~ 



FlRDTJSI I~ EXILE. 

VI. 

Thereat Firdusi, when it came, was wroth; 

,Ar.d b~in:;- within the bath, where all might see, 

C~l1ed the two serving-men, and bid them both 

D",ide the ,ilver fot their service.fee, 

And told Ayaz, tbe false Shah's chamberlain, 

.. Returning to thy master, say from me, 

'Twas not f<.Jr .ilver that I toiled amain 

And WO\'l; my vers~for'thirty years and three." 

vn. 

Then round him c,~me his friends and bade him fly, 

XlIxi 

From M aluuoud's vengeance,and the murderous s"'ord; 

But h .. , being placable of heart, would try 

For pe:u:e, lOince enmity his soul abhorred: 

So ill the garden where the Shah "'as lIl;<:d 

'1'0 bi'ealhe the spke that many a rOl;<: oulpoured. 

Firdu~i met his ma'Ster as he mused, 

And bowed down 'at his feet withont a word. 

VIII. 

Yet grudging W~ the pa~dol1, faint the smile,: 

And ""ben that evening in the mosque he lay, 

A veilM dervish, muttering all the while, .' 

: Crept nc,l( Firdusi, while he seemed: to pr~Y., 
And whispered, "Fly from Gbamin, fly to-night, 

The bO"'string waits for thee at ):lreak of day., 

Thou shalt 'l!ot 'scape because thy beard is white

Be-;;one !" and like' a snake he sli'pped away. ' 



l'xxii .. PREFATORY rOE.~!. 

IX. 

Then,' when of worship there was made a~ e~d, 
Firdusi rolled his prayer-mat ~~ ~nJ. turned: 

To that bright niche where all believers bend,' 

And by the li;;ht of lamps that .~d him burned 
or ~ J '-. 

Wcote on a Mne.tile, with a diamond point,··,~ 

Two couplets that m:l.y yet be wdl~!~cemcd, .: 

Though aU the mosque be crumbling joint from joi';t, 

By long dec:ty and Dlouldering age inurned; _ 
~. ' .-.... -......-

x. 

"The hn?py court of Mahmoud is Ii seaL .• 
A sea of endless waVCa without a coast; 

In my unlucky star tl-.e fault must be 

If I who plungcrl for rearls;n.ii·ilmlost.~ 
_.' .,..~ 

'Then tolUs hOllse he wen~, w;.~~ :tnJSa~~ 
And called l\TClUnd hil~'th~~who 1(,\-ed him ~6;t.~ ... 

And gave tht'm all the treasUnl th:tt he h~d, c'; ~:~, .. 
r' 1 " 

Soft silken raiment that a king,might b?3~:" " 
... : ...... .- .... 

.... ~ 
XI. 

Hut in a, silintly gaberdine s~ out .~.:..... -~;<> 
And crossed the moonlit Sb'~ts, ~ left the ·to',.·n, . 

Nor stopped to hear the lonely owlet shout ...... ,;; 

His dreamy men:l(:'e f~om tl1e turrt>t'li crowlI~' ;.' "< 
But "'here lhc. cyp~sses and Dlyrtles boar - .:; '""-

Hid the white hOllse or Ay:u, SIOopiilg do;"',' .... ' '.: 
He thrust a ktter unJ';~neath the d<,or;.' .... <.:':::" 

And fad.:.! in the sh.ldo\\' hr~~d and brown. 
.' > 



FIRDUSI I~ EXILE. 

XlL 

That le!tcr bade the chamberlain belayed 

Before the dawn to seek his master's fac~ .. · 

And plead until his blalldishments had moved 

The Shah to grant him twenty days of grace; 

In twenty days a paper folded fair 

Should Ayu in his master's fingers place, 

Which to the gracious Sultan would declare 

F;'dusi's secret wisb, and plead his case. 

XlII. 

The Sultan vowed: but for those twenty day$' 

.The Sultan yawned upon his peacock throne; 

The rebeck and the Turkish minstrel's lays 

Wi:h their i~cet treble jarred him to the bone. 

An night he tossed in fever, all day long 

Far {rofU his blithe hareem he paced alone, 

Or scowled to h~ the trampling and the song 

.Where down the cool baaa, the lanterns shone. 

XIV • 

.-\1 Wt, a! last the ~",entieth morning broke, . 

uxiii 

And Mahmoud, flushed with pleasule, rose.and cried 

For fair Ayaz, whO from his ~lumber woke. 

And bronght tbe'~d letter, white and wide. 

In AlIa.!l's r,allle the Sultan broke the seal ;. 

. II;S l"n;:-pl'nt wishes satisfied, he sighed, ~ 

But reading on, he $wed, and seemed to reel,·' -= 
And CIII.hcd the leaf, and gaI«i out st~y.:e)'~d. 

~. 



¥xxiv PREFATORY.POEM. 

xv. 
I t was that scathing satire, writ in fire. 

And music suchas the red tiger make;; 

Over a man, the food of her desire, 

\\nen she lies down among the crested brakes"';'· 

That satire which the world still shudders at, 

Whose cadence in .the hearers s~se still ach~ 

At bare recital of "'hose singeing hate " :' 

The conscience of forgetful kings awakes. 

XVI. 

"0 Mahmoud, of the whole world conqueror, 

You fear not me ?-fcal' God I" The Sultan fell 

\Vith outstretcQcd arms before the chamber door, 

Ashen with rage, and his breast's heave and 5weW 

Was like an earthquake; no word p~ssedhis lips: 

But curses from the foulest pit of hel~ " 
• Tiil evening brought his soul through that eclipse, 

And he rase up, and drank, and feasted welL 

XVII. 

But old Fitdusl, bearing ea.~tward still, 

, Through many a Tartar cam~ his woven mat,' . 

,At last, one evening; climbed 1\ ~arpM bill 

From whenc~ he sa"" the white roof;; of Heratr 

Downward he passed, and in a garden, sweet, 

With cases and narcissus, down he sat,; ',. 

'-nd wondered if his mountain-weary feet . 

l"Iight dare to rest where earth was smooth and ft~t. 

,"':: .... 
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.; 

XVI1L". 

Then sudd~nly Ilis tired e~'es laughed~ last, 
For he remembered, by t'h,,'gift _of fat~', ' .. 

Wht''fC oncE' be J.qdgec) in merry daYi.long past . 

, "' .. ~'. At.. Her~t:,ir~ Ule arch~ ~bove the gate; "l 

; ,~.' There Abou1maani ioId his ancientboo~' 

~, " -- -A mati discreet a~d old, "it,hout a mate,' . '., 
.. '__ ."" .,. • ) _ .... ..10 

. o!'.nd ,here Fh dusi oft, in, dlllity noolr.s" -' •• ,~',- - ~ _ 
liad'chanted versea·lilJ the night ,was late. ~ ~~ ... ~ ~""-.. ;:?; 

...... .i ... . - - .. .. '.. -~ 

'\:-- ,- ".' ,.- -... ~. . XIX. • :!'~ .• ~ i~ :~: 

", 

T (t A bou'lmilanj in th~ dusk he went,' .... 

'-'And foung hi~ 'still more minkIed than'of yen. : ," -.• ' 
A~.-owlbl1 figure; angular and bent.' ":. . :- • 

'" But ~r sn,ll "!ld b~~est to the core. ' . : .. 

So there among the'rolls of parchment .sere··.~,.· 

,'-',! . 

:. On.;e more he Wank the mystic Djfhanlore. 
But nC\'er ~!{!lt the .. dayli:;ht streetS, for fear 

Of treacber,,' and the baue.! Mahmoud bore . 
. -~ 

. , xx. 

And little rest he had, and brief delight" 

For rumours from the court at Gluunin ~n, 
And with a sh~rt farewell be B"d by night 

. A2:ruS9 the ~~~nt:Un5 to thlt CaspilUl : 

." 

: ,,'" 

,', ':! ~. .... 
A ~-elltle Sultan ruled from Ast;abad ,~~ .... .;,., ,:,.:~~ . 

" Thp j{m;in~garden! of Mazinderari, "", . 

And to hi~ iittle court, humble and sad. '/"~'i' '-."'''.:; r 

. One m"rnilig came a white-baired minstrd·Q13!I,>~ .... 
. . " - " .. ..,; .. ~ ... 



xxxvi PREFATORY POEM. 

XXL 

Like parrots, one and aU, with shrieking tongues 

The poets knew their lord, and screamed his it~irte. 
Bitter l\'ith hate; but his sweet learned songs :,:..,:" 

Had touched the Sultan with th~iJ; sacred bme ; 

He bade the jealous poets all make way~, 

And did Firdu3i honour to their shame, ," 
And asked by .,hat fair accident that day '1-

From stately Ghaznin such a stranger came. 

Ull. 

<. 

But when he knew, and.heard of Mahmoud's rage, 

He trembled, and his fingers stroked his beard; 

For scarcely could his pastoral province wage 

Safe war Vtith one whom aU tile nations feared ;'" 

So blushing much, ~s one who loathes his task, 

He bade his guest, whom meat and wine had cheered,' 

To grant the boon that he could scarcely ask 

Of one so deeply loved, so long revered. 

XXIII. 

Firdusi rose and sighed, and went his way, 

But ere he reached the gate of Astrabad. 
" . 

The Sultan sent three men in rich array 

Laden with gifts, the lordliest that he had, 

And camels, that the bard might ride at ease, 

And lutes, and a Circassian serving-lnd ; , 

So after many days he passed with t.bese 

, Far down the lordly Tigri~,~o Baghdad. 



, FIRDUSI Dl EXILF-

XXIV. 

Here undemea~h tce pa1m-~j fun of shade, 

Tb~ ~ tasted peace, and lingered long; 

The lIflStec of th~ Faithfcl he~beyed, 

And searched theXonn. (or a theme (or song. 

The \.;:;~ iod,!ed h;m"'in his 0 .... 11 rair h~mse, 

'\']:.ere 'll'ise meD gatl;.;oOO in a learned throng, 

AnJ wben the Khalif J:.eard bis pious vows, 

He gave him ¢s aIld shicided him from wrou.;:. 

XXV. 

Then! ill a whlie-u'aiied garden (un of trees, 

• n.."T!b:lJ. which there ran a deep cold water-brook 

Fnn;d .itA· wlUte tunps md anemones, 

Among the tender gras~ h~.:wrote the book 
OfYousou{andZuieika: notone·· .. ·ord _ 

". as there co( all the windy ...-ar that shook" 

Iran of old, nor was the ear o~ stirr~ " ,>"-; 

WUh any name tbe Faithful mibht rebolte. 
. -'-... ." .. 

XXVI. 

Nine thousand Peni:in ~-erses told the hie, 

r\nd .... hen the perfect poem was set down, 

He rose, and IeIi the p!.lbtive nightin;;:tle . 

That long b.ad tuned hu throat to his sweet mo:.~; 
&fO£e the Khalif on a broad divan. ' 

To sound of rebed<:s, in a silken go1Jllo 

He ~t in state. and ",'bcn the dance ~~n 

Declaimed alovd that song of bigh renown. 



xxxviii PREFATORY POEM 

XXVlt. 

Its music sank on well.attemp~red ears f, 

The Khalif lounged upon his throne, and cried. ' 

" Lo! I this day am as a man ~ho hearS ' 

The angel Gabriel munn;r at his side-

And dies not." At the viewless hareem-door 

The screen was swayed by bending form 5 that sighed, 

And scbeikhs and soldiers, young and old, for more 

Still pressed and wished, and scarce would be denied. 

XXVlll. 

Ab, palmy days wen~ those for' singer's craft! 

,'N oW' every worldling flings his cap in rhyme, 

And from an easy bow lets ily a sh:\ft .-

At verse much honoured in bis grandsire's time; 

No\\' many a gba.el, soft with Spices, trips 

Along the alien mouth with frivolous chime, 

And lightly rises from unhonoured lips 

The an~ient rhythm sonorous and sublime_ 

XXIX. ' 

But great Firdusi met with bon our then, 

Garments and jewels, and'lllllch'store of gold; 

Till one, the basest ~nd the ""orst of ~eri; .. ", , .. _.: 
, " 

Rode out by stealth tbat Hasan might be told: 

Who, when he heard in Cbaanin that his toe ", ': 

Sat, robed and glorious, as he sat of old, : 

Stirred up with whispers to a fiery'glow . . 

·"he rage 'of Mahinou<l. which was wellnigh cold. 



l<'IRDusl IN EXILE. 

xxx. 

So Mahmoud sent to Baghdad embassies 

Demanding speedily Firdusi's head, 

Or eJ~e the town among her ancient trees 

Must look for instant Wal:, the mi&&ive said; 

The stately Kbalif rose in wrath ami' pridel 

And swore that till each faithful heart was dead, 

His hospitable sword should leave his side, 

And rolling Tigris blush in Persian red. 

XXXI. 

But ere the mel/sengers with garments rent 

Fled back to Ghaznin at the trumpet's blare, 

Firdusi to the warlike Kbalif sent 

. His littie servant with the HQwing hair,' 

. ~ Who scarcely knowing what he said, by rote 

'Repeated, .. Master, have no thou~ht.or care 

or old firdusi; he can dive and float 

A fish in water and a bird in air. 

XXXlI • 

•• The quail upon the mountain needs no host 

To gU.lId her eovert in the waving grass; 

Alld though Mahmoud and ~U his ships b~ tost 

On I"ke or sea, the little trout will pass. 

Stain not thy sword fOT sucb a guesL as I, 

. For Gqd. before whose sight man's heart isgl~ss. 

Will seethe stain that on my soul will lie . 

If life·blood gusb from h~lmet or cuirass. 

""XU 
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XXXIII • 

.. I go my way into the lion's mouth, 

And as I journey, God will hold my band; 

"nether I wander north or wander south, 

There is no rest for me in any land; 

The serpent's fang will find me though I fly 

To Frankistan, or Ind, or Samarl.and; 

I will go home again, for tired am I, 

And all too old to wrestle and wilhstand. "'. 

XXXIV • 

.. So send the Persian envoys back in peace, 

For, whllst these words are spoken, I am gone; '., 

Though thou shouldst scour the lands and drain the seas, 

Tbou shalt not find me, since I wend alone; 

For all the days that I have love<'. thee 1I'ell, 

My heart is myrrh, that kindles at thy throne, 

And I am sadder than my tongue can tell, 

That 1 must leave W"., I>itl: the end unknown." 
• 

XXy'<.V. 

So with a single camel, clad to sight. 

Like some poor merchant of the common sort, 

Firdusi left the town at morning light, 

And passed the gate, and passed tbe sullen fort, 

Unnoted; and his face was to the east, 

Towards Hasan and the h~teful Persian ,\,urt, 
As if contempt of life were in his breast, . . 

And loaLhin; of his days, so sad and short. 



· FIRDUSI IN E..~ILE. 

XXXVL 

Eat sure some angel had forewarned him well. 

And murmured in his ear the Dame of" home;" 

F or throu~h tbis perilous journey there befell 

I' No evil wheresoever be might come. 

And Mahmoud guessed not that the foe he sought 

HaJ turned upon his track and ceased to roam, 

But sent oat $Couts, and bade bis head be brought 

From Bahrein by the Yexed Arabian foam. 

XXXVlr. 

At last one night, as lone Firdusi rode, 

The dawn broke grey across the starry S:kY. 
And br abead behind the mountains flowed 

A sud<!ea gash of molten gold on high; 

The glory spread from snowy horn to horn, 

Tinged by the rushing dawn with sanguine dye, 

And Toos, the little town "here be was born. 
Fla5h~ at his feet, witb white roofs clustered nigh. 

xxxvur. 

H is aged sister fell upon his neck; 

His girl, bis only child, with happy tears, 

Clung to his knees, and sobbing, with no check 

Poured out the story of her hopes and fcan. 

Guvely his senants gave him welcome meet, 

And when his coming reached the to"nfoUt's eaJ'1I 

They ran to cluster round him in the street, 

Ar.d gave him honour (or his wealth of rears. 
&:! 
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,\nd there in peace he waited for the end;;., 

But ill all distant lands where Mahmoud ~ent.·: 

Each rrince and Sultan was Firdubi's friCTld," " ' ," 

And murmured, like a high-stringed instrument' 

Swept bl' harsh fil1j;c;'s, at a quest so nldt; ". 

And chid the zc;!l, austere and violent; 

That drove so sweet a voice to .solitude, 

And bade the,Shnh consider and relent. 

XL. 

And once from Delhi, ~l Q'erha~~ the tide 

or reedy Ganges like a gorgeous cloud, 

The Hindu king, with Persia close allied, 

, Sent letters larger than, the faith he vowed, 

Smelling of slmdalwood and ambergris, 

And cited fronl Firdusi Jines that showeJ 

Friendship should be eternal,and the bliss 

Oilove a gift to make 1\ master proud. ; , 
" 

,XLI. 

So while the~e words were fre$~ in Mahmoud's brain 

He went onc night int(),Jh<;: mosque ~Q prilY. • 

And by the swi~ging l~mp deciphered plaia ,;':'.'" 

The verse Firdusi, erc be fk't'\ away, 

'Vrote on the wall; and one by onc'there lQSC _ 

Sad thoughts lind sweet 0{ many ~ V~lJishca day, 

When his soul boven:d on the mc.asured close 

And wave-bea.t 0( the rich hl;r9i~ lar.: ; 

, '. 
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XLIL 

Mourning the verse, he mourned the poet too; 

And he who oftentimes had lain awake 

Long nights in wide-eyed vision to pursue 

His victim, yearning in revengeiuI ache, 

Forgot all dreams of a luxurious death 

By trampling elephant or str.l.ng1.ingsnake, 

And thought on,his old friend witb tightened breath, 

And flushed, remorseful for his anger's sake. 

XLllL 

Back to his court he went, molten at f.eart, 

And a1\ his rage on faithless 'Hasau'ttirned ; 

For when he ,thought him of that tongue's black art, 

His wrath was in him like a ',coal that burned, 

lie bade his several ministers appear 

Before his threne, arlll by inquiry'learned 

The cunning treason of the false ~zier,' , 

.., ,And all his 50101'5 deformity discerned. 

',' 

, XLI"'. 

, Hasan was slain that night; and of the gold 

x!iii 

His ml)Ukey~hands had thieved fromrkh and poor, 

The Sultan bade the money should be told(" 

Long due as payment at Firdusi's door; 

But when the sacks of red dinars were full, 

Mahmoud bethought bim long, and pondered sor~; 

Since vainlY'llny king is bountiful 

Not knowing where'to seek his creditor. 
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XXXIX: . 

And there in peace be. waited for the end,; 

But in all distant lands where Mahmoud ';eilt.~ . 
Each Prince and Sultan was Firdu6['$ friend,' - _ 

And murmured, like a Iligh.stringed instrument' 

Swept by harsh finbe~s, at a ~uest so, rude, ,,~. 
And chid the zeal, austere and ~iolent; 

That drove so sweet a voice to .solitude, 

And bade the .Shah consider IInd'relent. 

XL.. 

And once from Delhi, ~t-Q'erhan~s. the tide 

, Orrcedy Ganges like a gorgeous cloud; 

The Hindu king, with Persia close allied, '. 

-Sent letters larger than, the faith he vowed, 

Smelling of sandalwood and ambergris, 

And cited from Firdusi lines that showed 

Friendship should be eternal, .and the bliss 

Oflove a gift to make a maste~ proud. 

XLI. 

. ...... 

'50 while these words were {res~ in Mahtnoud's br~in 
He went one nighUntoJhe mosque tQ pray. '-1' 

. And by the swinging lamp deciphered plaiR. _: ,,:; _ :." 

The verse Firdusi, ere he tied away, • ..... .~ > • 

Wrote on tbe wall; ,:"nd one by one there tose 
Sad thoughts and sweet 0{ many ~_v~nished day, 

When his soul hovered on the measured close 

~nd wave-bea.t of the rich hcrQic lar'~< 

.... --. 

,p" . 

\. \, , 

.. '.~ .. - . 
~, ............ -
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XLlf. 

Mourning the verse, he mourned the poet too; 

And l,e who oftentimes had lain awake 

Lvng nights in wide-eyed vision to pursue 

1Iis victim, yearning in revengelul ache. 

FOlbot aU dreams of a luxurious death 

Ey trampling elephant or strangling snake, 

An.! thought oD.his old friend ... ith tightened breath. 

And flushed, remorseful for his anger'$ sake. 

XL ilL 

Back to his court be went, molten At f.e!!.rt, 

And all his rage on faithless Hasau·turned : 

Fot when he thought him of that tongue's black art, 

His wrath was in him like a coal that burned. 

lIe bolde his several rnillj,ters appeal' 

EefoTe his tbrc. .. e, and by inq"iry·le.,rned 

!he Cllnning treason of the false .-izier,'-

.•• \"d all hi'; seers deformity discerned. 

XLIV • 

. Hasan was alain that night; a:-od of the gold 

His mnnl.ey-hands had tbieved from ricb and poor, 

The Sultan bade the money should be told 

Lor.g due as parment 'at Firdusi's door; 

}lut when the sacks of red dinars were full, 

~lahmaud bethought him long, imd ponr.cl'(;d 50«', 

Since vainly any king is bountiful 

1\ot knowing where to seek his creditor. 

~!iii 
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XLV. 

But while he fretted at this ignorance, 

A dervish came to Ghaznin, who had seen, 

In passing through the streetS of Tous, by cbance 

Firdusi in his garden cool and green; 

At this Mahmoud rejoiced, and, with glad e>es'" 

Swimming in tears, quivering with liquid sheen, 

'Wrote words of pardon, and in wekoming wise' 

Prayed aU might be again as aU had been. 

XLVI. 

nut while Firdusi brooded on his wrong, 

One day he heard a child's clear voice repeat 

The bitter jibe of his own scathing song i 

\Vhercat he started, and his full heart beat 

Its last deep throb of agony and rage; 

And blinded in sharp pain,'with tottering (cet. ' 

Being very feeble in extremest age, 

He fell, and died there in the crowded street. 
, ' 

XLHL .. ,'" 

The light of three-and· fourscore summers' suns 

• c 

Had blanched the silken locks round that \"8st brow i 
• - I ..... • 

If Mahmoud mighl have looked upon bim once, 

He would have bow~d before him meek and low; 

The majesty of death was ,in his face, 

And those wide waxen temple& seem to glow 

Witb morning glory frOln .~ome hilly place 

Where angels met hIlu in a burning row. 

j 

'".' 
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XLVlII. 

His work was done; the palaces of kings 

Fade in long rains, and in loud earthquakes fall; 

The poem that a godlike poet sings 

Shine$ o'er his memory like a brazen wall ; 

No suns may blast it, and no tempest wreck, 

Its periods ring above the trumpet's call, 

Wars and the tumult of the sword may shake 

And may eclipse it-it survives them alL 

XLIX. 

Now all this while along the mountain road 

The mighty line of camels wound in state j 

Shuddering they moved beneath their massy load. 

And swinging slowly with the balanced weight; 

llurden of gold, and garments red as flame, 

They bore, not dreaming of the stroke of fate, 

And so at last one day to Taus they came 

And entered blithely at the eastern gate. 

1... 

But in the thronged and noisf!less streets they found 

All mute, and marvelled at tbe tears men shed, 

And no one asked them whither they were bound. 

And when for very shame discomfited, 

They cried, " Now tell us where Firdusi lies! " 

A young man like a cypress rose and said

The anger bUrning in his large dark eyes-

.. Too late Mahmoud remembers! he is dead! 

xlv 
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.. Speed I haste away J hie to the westem pon j . _. 
. .,". ' ... "!'".~.'~"',--,~~.. '".y" 

Pel'chance.the convoy has-nQt passed jt yet! 

But hasten, hastel1, fo;' ihe hour is short, .,*,''--'', 
And yQur "short-memorled master ~ayfo~get ! :, 

Behold, tbey be~~ Firdnsrt~"tile tomb,' ; , 
. '" 

Pour in his open gr~V~!~ur golden debt! 

Speed I haste! Bnu with tbp treasutf;sd the loom 

Dry the sad cheeks where filial tears are wet t 
," , 

LII. 

" Lead YQ:lr bright-h'amessed camels l'ne by one. 

"The dead man journeys, and he fain would ride ;' 

PQur,Qut yQur un'ctuous perfumes in the sun, , 

The rQse has spilt her petals at his side; 

Your citherns and your can en' rebecks hold 

Here when the nightingale Unlimely died; 

And ye have waited ?.'ell till he is cold, 

N QW wrap his body in your tigers' hide. ... 

LIH. 

And so. the young man ceased: but one aro.se 

Of graver aspect, not less sad than he. 

" N 31, let, ~ he cried, " the sunshine and the snQWS 

H is glittering gold and silk-soft raiment be ; 

Approach not with unhallowed steps profane 

The low white wall, the shadowy lotus-tree; -

Nor let a music louder than the'rain 
"I 

DistUl"b him" dreaming through etfnity, 
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• , For him 110 more the r:awn will break in blood 

!\ 0 more the silver mo','11 bring fear by night; 

H ~ starts 110 Ion geT at a ~ rant's m~. 
Serene for ever in the Prophet's sight; 

The sou! of Yarnan breathed on him from heaven, 

And be is victor in the unequal fight; 

To :'Ilahmoud rage and deep remor~e are given, 

To old Firdusi rest and long delight." 
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