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PREF ACE . 

• 

AMONGST tbe multitude of speeches, sermons, and addresses annually 

delivered in the United Kingdom, only a few are permanently preserved. 

As Charles Dickens once remarked,."No sooner do the leaves begin to 

full from the tl'ees than pearls of great price begin to fall from the lips 

of the wise men of the east, and north, and west, and Routh; and any

body may have them by the bnshel for the picking np," That many of 

these pearls are worth picking up and 1'6-setting no one will doubt, The 

curtain of oblivion will fall aOOll enough over the remainder. But wheu 

utterances are given by men who express the mind of the time, lend a 

I, 8timulus to every good and great enterprise, speak iu language generally , 

if 
1 

1 
; ,J 

~l 

UllJerstood and clothed with grace and truthfulness, ';"'e have here one ' 

plea fur their preservation. • 

Some may hear a great orator and find both stimnlus and refreshment 

iu his words; but he serves a much highcr purpose ti18n this, The inI

parLial 8l~deut, when he has read aud mastered the history of his own 

cuuntty as written by the ordinary historian, may yet be very far from 

(uIY direct illumiuation as to the ordinary life of the people, and the 

hiJdcn springs and motives which led to. a certaiu uational or individual 

course of action, In mauy cases he h8.8 been dealing witli but the outer 

life of the tinIe, aud with generalities, He requires something which 

J will give life and reality to his knowledge, aud this he may find in a 

~ COrl'cct acquaintance with the life of a particular period, as found in its 

',I eloquence, or in its statute-books. It is here that the utterances of the 

1 divine" and statesmeu will commend themselves to the mind of the 
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student. They have had their share iu moulding' the national life. 

They Ilre now exponents to us through the print~d page, !l9 they were 

face to fuee with the men of their own age-{){ the common passions and 

tendencies of their times, and as such their utterances Bre of high histori

cal value. The reader may here glean some of the important facts r,f 

, history, and the miud of the time, not as these appe-llwl to some relllnte 

I
· historian who unconsciously carries into his work many prejudice. and 

I 

preconceived notions. Here also he find3 the very words of the m,m 

who were actors in, and who helped to make the history of the counLl'y. 

Their worda found, and may still find, an echo in the life of the nation; 

coming generations. .As they were true to the realitie.. of relizion, of 

the national and individual life, 80 will the force and pennanenee of 

I their Speakin~ W. Read in this li;;ht we are not in ~ position to desrJise I the orato1'3 of our country. In this way, perhaps, Carlyle has tp,nned his 

, biography of Oliver Cromwell ··The Letters and Speeches of.:'Uver 

Cromwell" 

Although correct parliamentary reporting, as a system, W88 not fully 

organised until after IS15, yet we luwc many notable speeches pre.<erved 

to us of a much earlier date. In the time of Sir John Eliot (1590-11)32,. t," 

and much later, it was common f'Jr speake" in Parliament to impart their r, 

speeches to their frienda, who caused them to be tranF.eribed. In til;" r: 
(, 

way parliamentary in;elligenee WllS circulated in :lIS. to certain parts of ~. 

the kingdom where otherwise it might never have reached. Lord !" 

Macaulay tells us that in 1685 the newspaper, f." the m"i .. t part, oon- f'., ..• ·. 

oisted of perhaps a royal proclamation, two or three funnal addrCSSl.:-. or ~ 

notices of promotion, a deseription of a highwayman, of a cock-figJ,t. or 

_ an advertisement retiarding a strayed dog. The mo" irnr,ortaut p,",\ia-

mentary debates and State trials were pa<;.,ed over in pl'f/fvund 5i!ewe. 

In the way already mentioned private notes were kept of Qrreen Eliza

beth's Parliaments. of those of James Land II_. and of tbe Lon~ Pari;a-
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ment. The GentllJm(J.n's JfagfUline, in August 1735, began to give a 

monthly synopsis of the debates in Parliament. These debates are said 

to have been done for this m3{,'8.zine from 1740 to 1743 by Dr Johnson, 

who, with his well-known political bias," took care that the Whig dogs 

should not have the best of it." ,Thirty years after this time the same 

plan was adopted by the newspapers. Still in the earlier part of this 

volume the pulpit is perhaps best represented, owing to the scarcity_ of 

reported speeches. 

The leading idea in the present compilation has been to furnish speci

mens of the speeches, sermons, and addresses of some of the greatest 

statesmen, di dnes, and others, of the 1ast four centnries, arranged in 

chronological order, with brief biographies and notes. The term elo'luence 

has been limited to spoken utterances, otherwise the field might have 

been practically limitless. The specimens given are sought to be 

either interesting in themselves, or as read in ihe light of history. For 

example, the progress of the Eastern Question may be traced from the 

allusion of Latimer (p. 17), that "thou shalt first kill the great Turks, 

and discomfort and thrust them down:' through the speeches of Fox, R L 

Sheil, on to the stutesJOen of recent times. Considerable space has been 

given to tbe great speeches of Edmund Burke, William Pitt, Sheridan, 

Brougham, Disraeli, Gladstone, etc. The great divines will also be fOUlid 

well rcpreHonted. It was the adviee of a noted speaker to a. young orator 

tiUlt he should l1"eply meditate on the "bea~ties of our old English 

authors, the I,oets, the moralists, and perhaps more than all these, the 

pre~chers of the Augustan age of English letters." The speeches of Sir 

,Tuhn Eliot amI Cromwell, of Lord Belhaven on tbe union between England 

lIwl Scotland, throw Ii~ht on special periods of the history of our country. 

The great lawyers are also represented. The addresses of Lord J,ytton, 

Carlyle, Maurice, J. A. Froude, etc., on literary and educational topics, 

frOl[l tI,e euunellce of the speakers, not less than the intrinsic merit 

of the utter-moes, will be found wo~thy of all attention. Although 

seventy-fuur names are included, yet fully to reprcsent the gre .. t 
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speakers in the political, legal, or ecclesiastical world, was impol!SilJle 

in the present case, even had it been desirable. The Eilitor is "ware, 

that had the volume been twice its present size only rdative 

completenes,s would have been gained. The length of the speciTTte.n~ 

i8 in no seuse intended to be representative of the eminence or I'" ],Jic 

worth of the speakers. Through want of space and other n)a.QOll. 

some names have been omitted, which, as originally intenrled, would 

have fonnd a place in the collection. These omissions, it is h01"'<1, l,ow

ever, are both few aud unimportant. Except in the case of Jeremy Taylor, 

whose sermons are overloaded with classical alllLqions, no liberties have 

been taken with the text, which stlUlds as given by the best authoritie3. 

In the preparation of the earlier part of the volume, Dr Goow·jch'a 

" Select British Eloquence" has been freely drawn upon. 

The best thanks of Publisher and Compiler are here aceorded Ib those 

authors or publishers who have very kindly permitted the use of much 

copyright matter,-to Dean Stanley, Mr J. A. Froude, and Rev. C. H. 

Spmgeon; to Messrs L:mgman & Co., }facmilJan & Co., Henry S. King 

and Co., D:Jdy, l;;bkter, & Co., and MeBSl'S I'assmore &; Alabaster. 
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