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PREFACE.

THE story which is contained in the following pages
is, of necessity, brief, for I cannot go beyond the limits
of the series. But it need not be given in great detail.
It is possible by a short narrative to recount the prin-
cipal facts in the greatest and most important of all
European wars, that in which the seven provinces
of Holland secured their independence against the
monarch who was supposed to possess the mightiest
powers of the age. Holland was wbn by’its people
acre by acre, field by field, against the best European
troops of the time, the most practised generals, and
what seemed to be boundless resources. The details
of the struggle are dry andstedidus. The interest in
the story lies in the spisit and resolution of the Hol-
landers, in the tenacity with which they clung to®heir
purposes, in the entire success which attended their
efforts, and the great results which followed from the
victory which they won, after a war of unparalleled
duration. The Spanish king, their foe, represented
the two principles of. sixteenth-century despotism,
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entire authority over the lives and fortunes of his
stbjects, entire authority over their consciences, The
Hollanders resisted him, defeated him, and gave the
first precedent for civil and religious liberty.

Their success was the stimulant to similar efforts in
other countries. These efforts were not always suc-
cessful ; sometimes, indeed, they were defeated, and
governments were apparently all the stronger by reason
of the failure in the attempt to control them. But
the example of the Dutch was never forgotten, and
the prosperity of free Holland was always a stimulant
to those other races which struggled for freedom.
The Huguenots attempted to follow their example,
and failed. The Protestant states of Northern and
Central Germany strove to free themselves, quarrelled
among each other, and after thirty years of desperate
and sanguinary warfare, the battle was drawn,
England grappled with the despotism of the Stewarts,
put it down for a time, suffered from the effects of a
shameful reaction, and finally established constitu-
tional moniarchys ze., an aristocratic republic, disguised
by the fiction of a powerless sovereign.

The precedent of the Dutch revolt was before the
minds of those who drew up the Declaration of Améri-
can Independence. < I cznnot say that the Colonies
would not havz resisted the [British Parliament after
theStamp Act was passed, even if there had been
no history of Holland. But precedents are of the
highest value in political action, especially if the pre-
cedent is one of signal success. In absolute ignorance
of what the result would be, the French Government,
which was utterly corrupt, selfish, cruel, and tyran-
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nical, intervened on behalf of American freedom, and
materially aided the struggle for independence. THe
inevitable issue of this intervention was the French
Revolution. The final overthrow of the French
Empire, after it had fought for eighteen years single-
handed against Europe was of course followed by
reaction. But slowly, very slowly, European races
have within the present generation won back some
liberties from the dynasties and their tools, and will
in the end, if they are wise, win much more from
them. The form which their best efforts take is that
of nationality, an impulse which may be misdirected
by intriguing politicians, but is gradually being
educated into definite aims.

I hold it that the revolt of the Netherlands and
the success of Holland is the beginning of modern
political science and of modern civilization, It utterly
repudiated the divine right of kings, and the divine
authority of an Italian priest, the two most inveterate
enemies which human progress has had to do battle
with. At present, the king in civilize® comn?tunities is
the servant of the state,whose presence and influence is
believed to be useful. The priest can only enjoy an
authority which is voluntarily conceded to him, but
has no authority over those who decline to recognize
him. These two princigles of civil government the
Dutch were the first to affirm., They deposed PRilip
and put the head of the house of Orange in his place,
but only as the highest servant of a free Republic.
They refused all concessions to the court of Rome,
End, very soon after their independence was secured,

ccepted the principle of religious equality. Holland
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was the solitary European state for a long time, in
wWhich a man’s religious opinions were no bar to his -
exercise of all civil rights. At the present time, most
civilized communities have followed this exccllent
example.

The student of history is bldden to take notice of
the heroic resistance which Athens first, and much of
Southern Greece afterwards made to the Persian king
twenty-three centuries ago. The resistance which
Holland made to the Spanish king was infinitely more
heroic, far more desperate, much more successful, and
iufinitely more significant, because it was a war in
which the highest principles were vindicated,and vindi-
cated irreversibly. In those principles, secured by the
efforts of a small and, at first sight, of a feeble people,
lies the very life of modern liberty. The debt which
rational and just government owes to the seven
provinces is incalculable. To the true lover of liberty,
Holland is the Holy Land of modern Europe, and
should be held sacred.

But thre debt<of modern Europe to Holland is by
no means limited to the lessons which it taught as to
the true purposes of civil government. It taught
Europe nearly everything else. It instructed com-
munities in progressivecand rational agriculture. It
was the pioneer in navigatiqn and in discovery ; and,
asfording to the lights of the age, was the founder of
intelligent commerce. It produced the greatest jurists
of the seventeenth century. It was pre-eminent in
the arts of peace. The presses of Holland put forth
more books than all the rest of Europe did. It had
the most learned scholars. The languages of the East
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were first given to the world by Dutchmen. It was
foremost in physical research, in rational medicina
It instructed statesmen in finance, traders in banking
and credit, philosophers in the speculative sciences.
For a long time that little storm-vexed nook of
North-western Europe was the university of the
civilized world, the centre of European trade, the
admiration, the envy, the example of nations.

Holland, it is true, committed political and com-
mercial errors, which it dearly expiated, of which a
malignant use was made by states and statesmen who
committed ten times as many crimes. But the annals
of Holland are singularly free from deliberate wrong-
doing. Its worst acts were defensive, into which it
was led by intriguers, such as the judicial murder of
Olden Barneveldt, the foolish advocacy of the exiled
Stewarts, the shameful murder of the De Witts. But
in these doings it was the accomplice of the house of
Orange, which after great services led it into disgrace,
and finally into ruin. It was an evil day for Holland,
when this degenerate family beganeto marry into
the houses of Stewart and Hanover, of Prussia and
Russia. '

I would have gladly brought the story .to a close
with the peace of Aix-la-Chapelles after which, by no
fault of its own, Holland hecame of little account in the
councils of Europe, and was finglly overrun by Fradse.
But the facts had to be told, and they are a striking
lesson. 1In the shameful humiliation of Holland, Great
Britain, to its dishonour, took the most active part.
From the days of Selden down to the days of Can-
ning, it was the policy of British statesmen to pander
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to the most sordid instincts of British traders, and to
fruckle to the designs of the houses of Stewart and
Hanover against the independence of the gallant
Republic. From their own point of view, that of
securing allies on the European continent, the policy
"was entirely unwise; from the point of view of inter-
national morality, it was supremely dishonest.

My principal authorities are Davies, Motley, and
especially Wagenaar. The annals of the Dutch nation
are exceedingly copious and accurate. I wish indeed
that we knew more in detail about the particulars of
the great manufacturing towns of Flanders before the
revolt of the N etherlands, of the great trading towns
of the seven provinces during and after the War of
Independence. The publication of such records would
be of great interest to those who study the stirring
history of the Republic, and follow out the process by
which such important results ensued from what seemed
to be such inadequate means.
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the, in 1595, 176

Catherine II. (Russia), her policy

in 1780, 365 <~

INDEX.

Cha¥les 11, of England, character
of, 255; his perfidy in 1672,
267 ; forced to forego his bar-
gain with France, 276

Charles, the Great, principles of
government.by, 6

Charles the Headstrong, succes-
sion of, 32; his objects, 33; his
quarrel_with the Swiss, 38

Charles (V.),his birth in 1500, 44;
accession of, his empire, 47;
resignation of, §5; his career,
58 ; oration of, and conduct of,

61
Charles VI. (Germany), policy of,

354

Charters to towns, forms of early,
14

Civilis Claudius, revolt of, 3

Civil War, the, in France, 131;
of 1787, 370

Clergy, use of the, as instruments
of government, 8 ; never one of
the estates in the Netherlands,

20

Cleves and Juliers, the mad Duke
of, 239

Commerce, necessity of, to Hol-
land, 170; the destruction of,

362

Cromwell, hostility of Dutch to-
wards, 250 :

Crusades, effects of the, on trade,
13

D

Delt, the, of Holland in 1714, 337
De Witt and the events of 1672,

224 ]

De Witt, Johin, his administration,
260

De Witts, murder of the, 270

Dirk, Count of Holland in the
tenth century, 7

Dorislaus, Isaac, murder of, 251

Dort, Synod of, 234

Drake, his expeditions, 145; his
exploits at Cadiz, 146

Dunl;irk. pirates of 143 ; sale of,
25



INDEX.

Dutch independence, declaration
of, 104 .

Dutch, political views of, in,
1609, 212; adopted Calvinism,

230; tried to eonciliate Charles |-

1L, 258 )

Dutch ports, their reputation; 377

Dutch Republic, constitution - of
the! 339 *

Dutcg scholars, their eminence,
37

Dyke, the, at Antwerp, attempts
to break through, 542

Dykes, opening of the, in 1672,
274 ; danger to the, from the
Pholas, 348

Dykvelt, the Dutch envoy in

. England, 291

B

East India Company, foundation
of the English, 177 ; Dutch and
English rivalry of, 249; its rapid
progress, 280

East India. Company, foundation
of the Dutch, 178; its capial,
200 ; its policy, 202; its rapid
growth, 243

East India Companies, fortunes of
the English and Dutch, 344

Egmoné, arrest and execution of,
75-76 .

Egypt, conquest of, its effects, 48

Elizabeth impounds Alva’s trea-

sure ships, 77; her position,-

89; her knowledge of Philip’s
designs, 129

England, friendship of Nether-
lands with, its motive,
_ throne of, Philip’s claim to, 122;
condition of, in Elizabeth’s
reign, 189 ; war of, on Holland
in 1653, 255 ; receives many of
the Huguenots, 287 ; jealous of
the Dutch after 1688, 300;
policy of, towards Holland,
during the war of American in-
dependengg, 365

English Government, the,
usage of Holland, 337

its

195 |

383

English traitors, some, as Yorke

- aM Stanley, in Holland, 135

Erasmus, his timidity, 53

Emgst, Axc.hd;}ke, his brief rule,
1

Essex, his capture of Cadiz, 162

Europe, hostility of, tg Louis
X1V, 304 ; feeling of, towards
England, 365

Europegn Powers, principal in the
war of the English succession,
305; quarrels of the, 352

Europgan system, the Dutch drawn
into, in 1702, 324

F

)
p Females, descent through, com-
mon in Europe, 23
Fisherits, the importance of, to
' IHolland, 27
Flanders, temporary freedom of,

9 .
F le:snish towns, the, small repub-
lics, 35
Flushing, capture of, 80
Fontenoy, battle of, 356 .
France, wars o% with anland,
3 policy of, in relation to
?l::;e Iiow Countries, 206 ; alli-
ance of Holland with, 244
Frederic Henry, birth of, 118; ac-
cession of, 240
Frederic the Great, his behaviour,

355
French prey, the, at Antwerp,

11

Frisigns, the, probably absorbed
the Batavians, their Jovegof free-
dom, 4 .

Frontier towns, the, guaranteed,

334 : .
Fury, the Spanish, in Antwerp, 92
2

G

Génoa, bankruptcies in, 208 ; bank
of, %222 ; Louis XIV. bombards,

28
Geor;e II. (England), his German

policy, 349
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George of Denmark, his want of
capacity, 324
Gérard, Balthasar,
of Orange, 118

the mnr&rer

Germany, Philip c/®iuts the e.mpire .

of, 123

Ghent, town of, and its bell, 21;
insurfction of, in 1448, 31;
another insurrection at, 55;
pacification of, 92

Gianibelli, his devices, 14}

Gibraltar, battle of, in 1607, 203 ;
capture of, 329

Golden Fleece, Order of} insti-
tuted, 31

Gomarus,quarrel of,with Arminius,
230 .

Governess, the, Anne, her per-
nicious counsels, 361

Grand Alliance, danger to, 310

Great Intercourse, the, its import-
ance, 50

Great Drivilege, the provisions of,

41
Grotius, his attempts to reconcile
differences, 233; his imprison-
ment, escape, and banishment,
2357
Guilds, institution of, its origin, 15
Guises, murder of the, 152

H

Hanover, house of, its succession
welcomed by the Dutch, 338
Hanseatic League, the excellent

work of, 17
Harvests, seven years bad, 311
Heemskerk, his exploits, 203
Heinsills, death of, 341
Henrietta, wife of Charles I., her
intrigues in Holland, 251
Henry IV., of France, policy of,

89
He‘nry IL., of France,.communi-
cates his purposes to William,

67

Henry I1I., of France, his ¢iews,
130

Herrings, curing of, improved by
the Flemings, 27

.

INDEX.

Hig® Mightinesses, title of,
assumed and why, 245

Hooks and Xabeljauws, the,
factions of, 11

Holland and Zelgnd, simultaneous
insurrection of, 80

Holland, ancient, character of, 3;
two principal potentates in; the
Count and the Bishop of
Utrechf} 9 ; constitution of, 87 ;
negotiations of, with Elizabeth,
134; really gained her own

. independence, 137 ; trade of, in
the East and West, 183; its
numerous sea caplains, 204 ;
independence of, not recognized
by James and Henry, 213; its
success in the arts, 220; enemies
of, their anticipations, 227 ; con-
stitution of, unsatisfactory, 228 3
position of, at the beginning of
the Thirty Years’ War, 240;
independence of, acknowledged,
248 ; commercial theoryof, 250 3
war of, with the English Parlia-
ment, 253 ; first war of Charles
ILI. with, 264; Louis XIV.
makes, thoroughly distrust him,
2873 receives many of the
Huguenots,289; alwaysattached
to William IIL, 3or; its fear
of Louis XIV., 316; resolution
taken by, in the war of the
Spanish succession, 323 ; its
trust in Marlborough, and his
deference to it, 326 ; debts
of, after 1713, 335 ; decline of,
after 1716, 339; condition of,
in 1735, 353 ; during the Con-
tinental war, 372 ; its past and
present condition, 380

Horticulture, practice of, in Hol-
land, 217

Huguenots, the, in France, 283,
286; emigration of, 287

1

Image breaking, ®he, in
Netherlands, 71

the
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INDEX.

Inquisition,
"~ of, 64

Intolerance common among those
who have been persecuted, 225 ;
decline of, in Holland, 241;
motives of Lenis XIV. in, 317

Treland, war in, 1689, 306

Irish troops brought to England,

294
b >

Jacqueline of Holland deposed
by Philip, 28

James I. of England, his character,
206; his religious sympathies,
214 ; his opinion of his own
theological learning, 227

James IL. of England offends

the, establishment

Louis at a crisis, 292; his policy, °

293; deserted by everybody,
298; his foolish manifesto in
1692, 308 |

Jansenists, quarrel with the, by
Louis XIV., 285; and Jesuits,

347
Jesuits, dislike of the, 213
Joanna, wife of Philip, madness

of, 44

John of Austria, Don, his history,
92; bis purposes, 93-5; his
death, 99

John William Friso, heir of
William III., his death, 341

Joseph IL, Emperor, attack of on
Holland, 368

Juareguy, Juan, attempts the
assassination of William, story
of, 113

K

Kabeljauws and Hooks, the prac-
tices of, 11

L
La Hogue, battle of, 307
League, The Most Holy, its
designs, 130
Leicester, Earl of, his history, 135
Leopold of Germany, his cha-
racter, 30 .

15

38y

Lepanto, battle of, 93

Le@en, siege of, 34; University
oY, 86; University of, its reputa-
tion, 220

Liége, revolt of, 37

Liney, manulacture of, in the .
Netherlands, 19 >

Linschoten, his map of the East,

- I71 F)

Louis XL, the crafty, his policy,
33; phis character, 34; disap-
pointed by the distrust of the
Flemings, 39; intrigues of, with
Magy’s counsellors, 42

Louis X1IV., activity of, in 1672,
268 ; ambition of, an assistance
to Holland, 275 ; declares war
against Holland, 302; fear en-
tertained about him, 315

Luthes, policy of, 52

Lutheranism, political. tendencies
of, 232

Madrid, treaty of, in 1729, 343

Malacca, attack on, in 1606, 181

Margaret of Parma made Regent,
64-66

Maria Theresa, her position, 355

Marlborough, origin and character

of, 325 .

Mary of Burgundy, her attitude to
the Low Countries, 40; her
death, 42

Mary of England, wife of William
11, death of, 257; marriage
of William III. with, 281

Matalieff, Dutch admiral, victory
of, 182

Maurice, gradual developsnent ‘of
the military skill of, 153; his
successes, 1543 his conduct at
the battle of Nieuwport, 193;
character of, 228 ; death of, in
1625, 240 . >

Maximilian, marriage of, with
Mary, 42 .

May:’xl;yne, Duke of, his intrigues,

156

Megway. English fleet burnt in
the, 266 . . .

26



<. Monopoly,
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Monarchy, hereditary, a coming
danger to Holland, 348

Money, sources of Philip's, 126

Monopoly of trade, early, defence

of, 178
the objegt oY the Qutch
and English traders, 205
'Mutinies, of Spanish troops, fre-
quent, 9%

N .
Namur, recapture of, in 1695, 312
Nantes, Edict of, 286 ; repealed,
L ]

287
Napoleon I., the basis of his claim
to the Dutch states, 2

Nassau, house of, itsgservices, 67. .

Navigation Act, its effects on
Dutch trade, 253

Netherlands, the, two race¢in, 2;
trade of, origin of, 153 pros-
perity of, in the fifteenth cen-
tury, 25; persecutions in, 53 ;
importance of, to France, 131,
133; Philip determines to sur-
render, 161; the dower of,
dangled before France and Eng-

land, 213; designs of Louis

XIV. on, 263

Neutrality, Dutch, greatly desired
by Louis, 323

New Amsterdam, capture of, 265

Nieuwport, battle of, 192

Nimeguen, effects of the treaty
of, 282

North-east Passage, attempts to
discover, 172 sgq.

Nova Zembla, isle of, wintering of
the Dyitch on, 175

(o]

Opinion, public, about Louis in
England and Holland, 318-323

Oratge, Prince of, first appear-
ance of, 59

Orange, Prince of, William IV,,
his marriage, 349 .

Orleans, Duke of, his policy after
1715, 338

Ostend, siege of, 194 3¢g.

) L
INDEX.

Ostegd Company, foundation of
the, 342

Papacy, revolt against, districts in
which it occyrred, 30, s§1;
Philip obliged “to manage the,
123 :

Parliament, English, its distrust
of William 1I1,, 299

Parma, Psince of, character -of,
100 ; distrusted by Philip, 158;
his death, 159

Pensionary De Witt, prime mini-
ster, 262

Patriots, party of the, 367; wel-
comed the French in 1794-5,

-

371
b Peace, negotiations for,in 1607,209

Peace, desire for, in 1572, 83

Peace of 1763, effects of, 363

Peasants’ war, the, causes of, 49

Pepper, great demand for, 177

Peterborough, campaign of, in
Spain, 330

Philip, son of Mary, his acession,
43 ; his marriage, 44

Philip, reign of and death of, 165

Philip II., description of, 59;
formally deposed in 1575, 87;
becomes king of Portugal, his
ban published, 103; his pro-
jects, 120-8 ; his distrust of
Parma, 157

Philip IIL., character of, 188

Philip *“the Good,” of Burgundy,
24 ; quarrel of, with the English,
and siege of Calais by, 29

Pholas, ravages of the, 348

Political liberty, the true object
of Charles V.'s animosity, 62

Pope, effects from the lessening of
his authority, 2§; Louis XIL
insults the, 285

Portugal, revolt of, in 1641, 2473
claims of Charles II. on behalf
of, 258

Portuguese, original possessorg, of
the spice trade, 202 .

Powers, European, ag the declara-
tion of Dutch independence, 8¥
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v

Pragmatic Sanction, the, igs ob-
Ject, 344

Printing in Holland, 377

Printing presses, activity of, in
‘Holland, 220"

Privateers reall) pirates, 362

Prussia, claimswot, in Holland, 341

Prussia, king of, his invasion of
Holland, 371

Pyzenees, treaty of, tesms of, 263

R
Ramillies, battle of, 330
Reformation, two divisions of, 51
. Religions, some, have been ex-
tirpated, 352 -
Remonstrants, <the, and. their
opponents, 231 .
Republic, Dutch, the, importance
- of the foundation of, in history,

107
Repudiation of debts by Philip in
1596, 187
Requesens, death of, go
Resentment of Europe, interpreta-
tion of, by Cromwell, 251
Rhine, the delta of the, is Hol.
land, 1
Roland, thetownbell of Ghent, 21 ;
the belltried and condemned, 55
Ryswick, peace of, 312

S
Salic law, the, in France, 22
Salted provisions, importance

of, 2.

Salzburg, Archbishop of, his
persecutions, 346 .
Scheldt, the, closed by the Dutch,

144 .
Science and art, their progress in
Holland, 377 .
Seneff, battle of, 278
Seven Years’ War, the, its ob.l?ct,
36 1 E
Shipping, Dutch, injuries to, in
the Seven Years’ War, 362
Sluys, capture of, 19§
Smallpox, sewere visitation of, 332
Southwold Bay, battle of, 265

387

Spain, downfall of, as a European
fower, 150; foolish liking of
ames I. to, 207 ; claims of, in
1607, 209 ; attempt on, by Louis
XIV., 2y7® reverses iny 332

| Spaaish troops,excellence of the,73®

Spice islands, acquisition of, 200

Spices, liking for, 201 @

Spinola, Marquis of, #92 ; family
of, 196

_ Stadtholder, office of the, 26 ; son

of, married to daughter of

Charles 1., 247; the general

progress of his power, 340°
Stadtholderate made hereditary,

243
State rightsgn Holland, 228

_States-General, their reluctance to

the marriage of William IV., 349
SteenWwyk, siege of, and incident
at, 104
Strasburg, retention of, 313
Subjects and kings, rights of, 24
Swiss, the, quarrel with Charles
of Burgundy, and defeat him, 38

T

Temple, Sir W., sent to the
Hague, 266

Theo®gical questions of universal
interest at one time, 231

Thirty Years’ War, importance of,
238

Titelmann, the chief Inquisitor, 69

Toleration first practised by the -
Datch, 166; reasons why the
Dutch would not grant it, as
a concession to Spain, 2II;
instances of, in Hollaf®, 379

' Torbay, William lands at, 297

Tories, the, supplanted Marl-
borough, 333

Tourville, entire defeat of, a't La
Hogue, 309

Towns, survival of, after the down-
fall of Rome, 12

Triple Alliance, the, negotiated,
266

Truce, the, of '1609, 210

Tulip mania, the, of 1637, 245
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. . U _
Union of Brussels, the, 99 §

Union of Utrecht, the, 102
United Proyinces induced to take

‘part in the expeditiqn of 1688,

‘B 295 . o
oUtrecht, church of, foundation of,
; treaty of, 334; Jansenist
archbish®p at, 347

v [
Venice, bank of, 222 e
Vere, Sir . Francis, governor o
Ostend, 196 .
Vervins, peace of, 164
Vigo bay, battle of, 329
Vondel, supposed indebtedness of
Milton to, 221

w .

Wales, Prince of (the Old Pre- .

tender), title of, its effects, 291
West India Company, foundation
of the Dutch, 180
White Mountain, battle of the, 239
William 1I., Stadtholder, deter-
mines on making himself abso-
lute ; dies, 252

William III., a posthumous child, |

252; education, undertaleen by
Holland, 256; made Captain-
General, 269 ; character of, 271 ;

INDEX,

anxgous t(o prolong war, and
why, 279 ; his quarrels with the
English Parliament, 299 ; pecu-
liar military abilities of, 307

William IV., his accession, 357;
his memory resftcted, 360 ; his
death, 361 .

William V., his accession and
his character, 364; curtailment
of his powers, 369

William of Orange, insults of
Philip to, 653 the Silent, why
thus ealled, 68; learns ail
Philip’s secrets, 70 ; his difficul-
ties, 96 ; put under the ban of
Philip, 103; his belief in the
- necessity of foreign help, 109;
attempted assassination of, 112
his fourth marriage, 116; his
murder, 118 .

Winter roots, cultivation of, in -
Holland, 217 A

“ Wisdom of Holland,” e title
given to De Witt, 262 °

Wool, English, importance of, to
the Netherlands, 18

z

Zulestein, special envoy to Eng-
land, 292

Zuyder Dee, irruption of, in the
thirteentlf century, 4
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