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PREFACE. 

THIS is the first attempt which has been made to 
present English readers with a concise account of the 
history of the four Balkan States. Yet the Balkan 
Peninsula has been in modern times what the Low 
Countries were in the' Middle Ages-the cockpit of 
Europe. It is there that the eternal Eastern question 
has its origin; it is there too that the West and the 
East, the Cross and the Crescent, meet. But it is impos
sible to understand the great problems, which still await 
solution in South-eastern Europe and arl! once more 
pressing themselves upon the attention of all thought
ful men, without some knowledge of Balkan history. 
The mutual jealousies of Bulgarian and Serb, the 
struggle of various races for supremacy in I\Iacedonia, 
the alternate friendship and enmity of the Russian 
and the Turk are all fact." which have their root deep 
down in the pa't annals of the Balkan lands. Few 
persons in Western Europe remember what has nc\'er 
been forgotten in the Peninsula, that there was a time 
when the Servian and Bulgarian Empires were great 
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J)o\\cr~, and their respccth'c rulers governed \'t'ith tllt
proud title of (zar a vast realm, II hieh i. still the 
dream of ardent patriots. I'erusal of the f"lI.)win" 
pages will probably convince the reader, that the only 
true settlement of the mutually conflicting claims of 
these historic states, which periodically endanger the 
peace of Europe, is a Balkan Confederation, such as 
was sketched by the late :'II. Tricoupis. 

Tllo c,·ents seemcd to render the publication of 
the book particularly appmpriate in the pre",nt year. 
The Bicentenary of the reigning dynasty of 1\lonte
negro and the Hungarian ill iIIcnary are both largely 
concerned with Balkan history, and both ,>ccur in 

1896· 
The facls are taken from all the principal f(,reign 

\\orks on the various countries and (rum my per .... fJnitJ 
knowledge of the Balkan Peninsula. I am specially 
indebted to H.H. Prince Xicholas of Montenegro 
for the portrait of himself; to :'IIr. R.). Kennedy, 
c.:'II.G., Briti,h du,,"/{<' d'affaires at (ctinjc, for much 
valuable a-;:;i.l;Otance; and to ~lr. Hagberg '\·ri~~ht. {y( 

the London Library. 
\v.M. 
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M"Uh:llcgrin cap, :i(J3; uduca· 

tiun, 4~9; likraturc, 435, 451 ; 
military (Jr~alli)jatitJn. 440, 455-
457 

M.Jlllenegm, ol"ig.in of name. 353 ; 
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Ragusa, outlet of Balkan trade, 
17i; th.:: 1\ South Slavonic 
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S.l\'a, nadik" of Montcne;,{r<l, 

400: yi~ils RUKsia. 401; uusted 
b\' Stephen the Little, 40.1; 
re.-tol'f::d, 4oh; die!', 407 

Selim III" his tn::.lIlOcnt of the 
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Stoiloff, M., pl'cst.:nt Bulgarian' 

Premier, 245 
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